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THE 

H I· S T . 0 R y 

OF 

GREAT BRIT A 1-N. 

CHAP. LVII. 

fnva.fion of the ScotS- Battle of Marjlon-mocr 

-Battle of Cropredy-bridge--EJ!ex's forces 

difarmed--Second battle of Newbury--Rift 

and charatlet of tbe independents--Self-denying 

brdinance--Fairfa~, Cromwel- '.rreaty of 

Uxbridge--Execution of Laud. 

T. HE king had hitherto, during the courfe of the c H A P. 

war, obtained many advantages over the par!ia- LVII. 

. ment, and had raifed himfelf from that low con-~ 
dition, into which he had at firfr fallen, to be nearly upon 
an equal footing with his adverfaries. Yorklhire, and 
all the northern counties, were reduced by the marquefs 
of N ewca{He; and, excepting Hull, the parliament was 
mafier of no garrifoh in thefe quarters. In the weft, . 
Plymouth alone, having been in vain befieged by prince 
Maurice, refified the king's authoriti: And had it not 

VoL. VII. B been 



2 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. been for the difappointment in the enterprize of GloccC

~ ter, the royal garrifons had reached, without interrup-

J644• tion, from one end of the kingdom to the other ; and 
had occupied a greater extent of ground, than thofe of 

the parliament. l\fany of the royalifts flattered them

felves, that the fame vigorous fpirit, which had elevated 

them to the prefent height of power, would frill favour 

their progrefs, and obtain them a final victory over their 
enemies: But thofe who judged more foundly, obfcrved, 

that, befides the acceffion of the whole Scotti{h nation 

to the fide of the parliament; the very principle, on 
which the royal fucceffes had been founded, was eve~y 

day acquired, more and more, by the oppofite party. 

The king's troops, full of gentry and nobility, had ex
erted a valour fuperior to their enemies, and had hitherto 

been fuccefsful in almofr every rencounter: But in pro

portion as the whole nation became warlike, by the con

tinuance of civil difcords, this advantage was mon: 

equally £bared; and fuperior numbers, it was expected, 

rnufl: at laft obtain the victory. The king's troops alfo, 

ill paid, and deftitutc of every necdfary, could not poHi-: 

bly be retained in equal difcipline with the parliamentary 
forces, to whom all fupplies were furni:lhed from un
exhaufred frores and treafures a. 'The feverity of man
ners, fo much affected by thcfe zealous religionifis, af-
1ifi:ed their military inftitutions; and the rigid inflexibility 
of character, by which the aw.ftere reformers of church 
and frate were difringuifued, enabled the parliamentary 
chiefs to reftrain their foldiers within firicter rules and 

more exact order. And while the kino-'s officers indulO'ed 
0 b 

the,mfclves even in greater licences, th;m thofe to which, 

during times of peace, they had been accuil:omed, they 
were apt, both to neglect their military duty, and to fet 

a pernicious examP-le of difordcr, to the foldiers under 

their command. 
a Ruth, vol. vi, P• 56o. 

At 



c A R L .E S I. 3 
AT the commencement of the ci\·il war, all Enl)"liili- c H A P. 

0 LYU 
.1en, who ferved abroad, were inviteJ over, and treated ~ 

with extraotdinary re!pcct: And moit of them, being 1 644. 

dcfccnded of good f<uni!ie , and by re;1fon of their ab-

fence, unacquainted 'vith the new frin ~iplcs, which 

dcpre!fed the dignity of the crown, had inlifi:ed under 

the royal fiandard. ' But it is oblCrv<:.ble, that, though 

the military profeffion requires great genius, and long 

experience, in the principal command ' rs, all its fubor-

dinatc duties may be difchargcd by ordin<!ry tnlents, and 

from fuper.ficial practice. Citizens and country-gentle-

men foon became excellent officers; and the generals of 

greate£1: fame and capacity happened, all of them, to 

fprin; up on the fide of the parliament. The coUl·tiers 

and great nobility, in the other party, checked the 

growth of any extraordinary genius among the fubordi-

nate officers ; and every man there, as in a regubr efia-

bliilied government, was connned to t!1e fiation, in which 

his birth had placed him. 

TnE king, that he might make preparations, during 
winter, for the e1 ;·,ing Gunp:1ign, fummoned to Oxfo:-d 

all the members of either houfc, who c:dhercd to his 

intcrefi:s; and ertde:!.".·ourcd to ~wail himfclf of the name 

of parliament, fo pailio .. ateiy cherifh~J by the Englifh 

nation b. The houf:.! of peers wa.::; pretty full; and 

befidcs the nobility, employed in difr::rcnt parts of the 
kingdom, it contai!.,_~J t'.Vice as many members as voted 

at vV c!l:minfrcr. The hvufc of commons confi.fied of 

about q.o; which a:nountcd n t to above half of the 

other l~oufc of commons c. 

So extremely light h:.td government hit11erto Jaiz1 upon 

the people, that th~ vo-ry name of cxcift was unknO\vn to 

them; and among th~.; qthcr C\ ils ar· fng from thefe 

b Ru!l1. vel, vi. P• 5 59• 

D 2 Jomdli~ 



HISTORY OF GREAv BRITAIN. 

c H A P. · domefiic wars, was the introduCtion of that impoft into 
LVII. · W ft · n_ h . d ~ England. The parltament at e mmuer avmg vote 
1644. an excife on beer, wine, and other commodities; thofe 

at Oxford imitated the example, and conferred that reve
nue on the king. And in order to enable him the better 

to recruit his army, they granted him the fum of IOo,ooo 
pounds, to be levied by way of loan upon the fubject 

The king circulated privy feals, counterfigned by the 
fpeakcrs of both boufes, requiring the loan of particular 
{urns, from fuch perfons as lived within his quarters d. 

Neither party had as yet got above the pedantry of re

proaching their antagonifts with thefe illegal meafures. 

THE Weftminfier parliament paired a whimfical ordi
nance, commanding all the inhabitants of London and 

the neighbourhood, to retrench a meal a week, and to 
pay the value of it for the fupport of the public caufe e. 

It is eafily imagined, that, provided the money was paid, 

they troubled themfclvcs very little about the execution of 

their ordinance. 
SucH was the king's iituation, that, in order to refiore 

peace to the nation, he had no occafion to demand any 
other terms, than the ref!:oring of t~1e laws and confiitu

tion; the replacing him in the L1.me rights which had 
ever been enjoyed by his prcdecc!fors ; and the re-efla .. 
blifhing, on its ancient bafis, the whole frame of govern
ment, civil as \:vell as ecclefiafiical. And that he might 
facilitate an end, fccmingly fo defirable, he off.:red to 

employ means equally popular, an univerfal act of obli
vion, and a toleration or indulgence to tender confci
ences. Nothing therefore could contribu~e more to his 
interefrs, than every difcourfe of peace, and every dif
cuffion of th::: conditions, upon w hi eh thJt bleffin_s could 
be obtained. For this reafvn, he foli:it cl a treaty, on 

all occ:lfi0ns, and defired a contcrcnce and mt.· t :.t ,l exami-

d Rufu, vol .. vi. p. 590. e Dug . .: ale, P• I '9· P.t::1l. v01. vi. P· 74~• 

n<ltioa 



CHARLES I. 5 

nation of pretenfions, even when he entertained no hopes, C ~ V~I. P. 

that any conclufion could poffibly refult from it. ~f'J 

FoR like reafons, the parliament wifely avoided, as •644• 

much as they coald, all advances towards negociation, 
and were cautious not to expofe too eafily to cenfure thofe 

high terms, which their apprehcnfions or their ambition 
made them previoufly demand of the king. Though 

their partizans were blinded with the thickeft veil of reli-. 

gious prej udic~, they dreaded to bring their pretenfions 
to the teft, or lay them open before the whole nation. 
In oppofition to the facred authority of the laws, to the 
venerable precedents of many ages, the popular leaders 
were a£hamed to plead nothing but fears and jealou!ies, 
which were not avowed by the conftitution, and for 
which, neither the perfonal charatler of Charles, fo full 
of virtue, nor his fituation, fo deprived of all independ-
ent authority, feemed to afford any reafonable foundation. 
Grievances which had been fully redreffed; powers, 
either legal or illegal, which had been entirely renounced; 
it feemed unpopular) and invidious, and ungrateful, any 

farther to infift on. 

' HE king, that he might abate the univerfal venera
tion, paid to the name of parliament, had iffued a decla
ration, in which he fet forth all the tumults, by which 

himfelf and his partizans in both houfes had been driven 
from London ; and he thence inferred, that the affembly 
4t W efiminfter was no longer a free parliament, and, 
till its liberty was refl:ored, was intitled to no authority. 
As this declaration was an obftacle to all treaty, fome 
~ontrivance feemed requifite, in order to elude it. 

A LETTER was written, in the foregoing year, to the 
earl of Effex, and fubfcribed by the prince, the duke of 

York, and forty-three noblemen f. They there exhort 

f Cl"rendon, vol, iii. p. 441; Rulh. vol, vi. p. 566, Whitlocke, P• 71• 

B 3 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C H A P. him to be an infrrument for rdl:oring peace, and to pro
.:..vn 

'--r~ mote th;::t happy end with tho((,, by whom he was em-
16H· ployed. Eflex, though much cifguficd with the parlia

ment, though ar·1rehcnfive of the extrcm~ties to which 

they were driving, though dcfirous of any rcafonablc 

accommodation ; yet \Vas frill more refolu~c to prcferve 
.:n hcnourable fidelity to the tpzfr re 1of-·d in him. He 
replird, that, as the paper fcnt him neither ~o:1t~incd any 
aJd;·c(s to the two houfcs of p~rlia:ncnt, nor <'IlY acknow

led~cCl.ent of thci~ :1uthcrity, he couhl n.ot communicate 
it to the:n. Like propofals hrrd been rcitcrJ.~cl by the 
k.iug, Juring the enfui: g campaign, and met frill with a 
lib:: ~.nf,vcr from Efiex ·. 

I?-l" order to r:1ai-e a new trial for a treaty, the king, 

this fpring, fcnt another letter directed to the lords and 
common~ of parlian1ent ::tffcmb1ed at \Vefl:minfrer: But 
~s hf' alfo mentioned, in the letter, the lords and com

mons of parliament affcmLlcJ at Oxford, and declared, 

that his [cope and intention v;~s to make pro·;ifioh, that 

all the members of bott houfes might fccurcly meet in a 
full and free convcnt!on; the parli:1mcnt, perceiving the 

ct~nclufion implied, rcfufcd all treaty upon fuch terms \ 

And the king, who knew what fmall hopes there were 
of accommod;::tion, wo·Jl<l not ab<<ndon the pretcn~~n.:;, 

v:hich he had alTumc(1; nor ac,knov.·lccgC: the t\vo hou[es, 

more openly, for a free p r:i < mcnt. 

THIS w~ntcr the famous Pym died ; a man as n uch 

hatcu by one p~rty, as rcli)Cetetl by the other. At Lon
dnn, he was conl'idcrcLl as the viClim to national libertv, 

v;ho had abridged his life by incc:ffant 1abours
1 

for tl;e 

inlerdts of his country i : At Oxford, he was believed 

to have been :fhuc> wi~:1 :!ll uncommon difca[e, and to 

~ Cl~rendcn, vol. 'ii. p. 44~· R rll,, vol. v=. t• r6g, 5iO• \Vhitlocke, 

p 94• h CJa.end ... n. \ol. i,i. P• 4 .9· \\ hitlockc, p. 79• 

i lbid. p. 66. 

have 



CHAR LE. S 1. 7 

h:we been confumed v:ith vermitie; as a mark of divine C H A P. LVli. 

Yengeance, for his multiplied crimes and treafons. He '--v-....J 

}~ad been fo little fiudious of improving his private fortune 
1

644· 

in thofe civil wars, 9f which he had been one principal 
author, that the parliamet t th' ught themfelves obliacd, 

out of gratitude, . to pay the debts which he had eo 1-

t.raCl:ed k. vVe noW return to the military operatlOLlS, 

which, during the winter, were carried on with vi~·-· ~n 
feveral places, notwithil:anding the [~verity of the f.eaf .... 1. 

THE forces, brought from Ireland, ' verc lan ~..:d at 

Moftyne in North-Wales; and being put under tb:! com-

mand of lord Biron, they bdicged.and took the caiHes of 

Hawarden, Becfion, AC1on, and Dcdt~ington-houle 1
• 

No place in Chdhire or the neighbourhood now adh(:rcd 

to the parliarpent, except N,mtwich: A11d to tbis town 

Biron laid Iiege during the depth of '\Vintc.r. Sir Thomas 

Fairfax, alarmed at fo confidcrablc a prot!;rcfs of t\c roy-

alifis, afiembled an army of 4000 men in Y orkfhire ; 

and having joined Sir William Brcrcton, was :1pproach-

ing to the camp of the enemy. l3iron and his foldiers, 

elated with fuccdfes obtained in Irdanrl, had entertained -

the rnofr profound contempt for the parli.1mentary forces; 

a difpofition, which, if confined to the nmy, may be 
regarded as a good prefage of viB:ory ; but if it extfn~(-
to the general, is the mofi probabl.e forerunner of a de(cat. 

Fairfax fuddcnly attacked the camp of the royalifts; The 
fwelling of the river by a. thaw divided one part of the zst!. Jan. 
army from the other. That part, expoied to Fairfa~, 
being beat from their pofi, re ~ ircd into the church of 
AB:on, and were all t<ikcn prifoners : The other re-

treated with precipitation m. And thus was di.3ipatcd or 
rendered ufclcfs that body of forces, which had bt!en 

k Journ. qth of February 1643• 

r.l !bid. P• 301, 

B 4 

' l :Ru!h. vol. vi. p. Z99• 



8 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. drawn from Ireland; and the · parliamentary party 
LVII. . . ft . f E 1 d 

re~ 

'--"'v--J v1ved m thofe north-we countxes q ng an • 
t644· 

Jnvafon 
from Scot. 
land. 

ud Feb. 

.1,tth April. 

THE invafion from Scotland was attended with confe
quences of much greater importance. T ·he Scots,, hav
i!lg fummoned in \'ain the town of NewcafHe, which 
was fortified by the vigilance of Sir Thomas Glenham, 
paffed the Tyne ; and faced the marq uefs of N ewcaftle~ 
who lay at Durham with an army of q.ooo men n~ 

After fome military operations, in which that nobleman 
reduced the enemy to difficulties for forage ~nd provifionst 
he rece~ved intelligence of a great difafi:er, which had 
befallen his forces in Yorkihire. Colone~ Bellafis, whom 
he had left with a confidepble body of troops, w~s totally 
routed at Selby, by Sir Thomas Fairfax, who had re
turned from Cheih1re, with his vitl:orious forces 0

• Afraiq 
of being inclofed_ between two armies, Ncwcafl:1e re
treated ; and Leven having joined Lord Fairfax, they 
fat down before York, to which the army of the royalifi~ 
had retired. But as the parliamentary 2nd Scottiih forces 
were not numerous enough to invefr fo large a town, 
divided by a river, they contented themfelves with in
commoding it by a loofe blockade ; a~d affairs remained, 
for; fome time, in fufpenfe between thefc oppofite ar~ 
mies P. 

DuRING this winter and fpring, other parts of the 
kingdom had alfo been infefted with war. Hopton, 
hav~ng affembled an army of 14000 men, endeavoured to 
break into Suffex, Kent, and the fouthern affociation, 
which feemed well dif~ofed to receive him. Wailer fell 
upon him at Cherington, and gave him a defeat q of con
{tderable importa~ce. In another quarter, fiege bein~ 

n Ruth. vol. vi. p. frs· 0 Idem, ibid. p. 6JS, 
il>id. P• ~20, q :z.gth of March, 

p Jdem~ 



CHARLES I. 

laid to Newar~ by the parliamentary forces, prince Rupert c H A P. 

prepared himfelf for relieving a town 9f fuch confequence, ~ 
w~ich alone preferved t4e communication open betw~en 1644. · 

~he king's fouthern and northern quarters r. With a 

fmall f~rce, but that animated by his active courage, he ,, 

broke through the e~emy, relieved the town, and totally 

piffipat ..... d that army of the parliament s. 

BuT though fortune feemed to haye divided her fa

vours between the par~ies, the king found l;limfelf, i~ 

the main, a confiderable lofer by this winter-campaign; 

and he prognofticated a {till worfe event from the enfuing 

fummer. The preparations of the parliament were great, 

?lnd much exceeded the flender refources, of which he 

was poffeffed. In the eaftern affociation, they levied 

fourteen thoufand men, under the earl of Manchefter, 

feconded by Cromwell t, An army of ten thoufand men 

!Jnder Effex; another of nearly the fame force under 

Wailer, were affembled ip the neighbourhood of Lon·

don. The former was deftined to oppofe the king: The 

~~tter was appointed to march into the weft, where prince 

Maurice, with a fmall army which went continually to 

decay, was fpending his time in vain before Lyme, an 

inconfiderable town uppn the fea-coaft. The utmofl: 

efforts of the king could not raife above ten thoufand 

men at Oxford; and on their fword chiefly, during the 

campaign, were ~hefe to depend for fu bfifta~ce. 

THE queen, terrified with the dangers, which every 

way environed her, and afraid of being enclofed in Ox

ford, in the middle of the kingdom, Red to Exeter, where 

£he hoped to be delivered unmolefted of the child, with 

which ilie was now pregnant, and from whence fhe had • 

the means of an eafy efcape into France, if preffed by 

~he forces of the enemy. She knew the implacable 

r ~ulh, vol, vi, P• 306, s uft of March, t Ruth, vol, vi. p. 6u. 

ha~.reda 
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c H 4. P· hatred, which the parliament, on account of her rdr
~ gion and her credit with the king, had all along borne 

1644. her. Lafl: fummer, the commons had fcnt up to the 
peers an impeachment of high trea!on againft her; bc
caufe, in · his u~mofl: diilrcffcs, fhc had afEftccl her huf
band w!th 2rms and ~mmunition, which 1he had bought 
in Holland u. And had ihc fallen into their hands, nei
ther her fex, !he knew, nor high, fiation, could protect: 
her a6ainfr infults at lea!t, if not d~ger, from thofe 
haughty republicabs, who fo little affeB:ed to conduct 
thcmfelves by the maxims of gallantry and politenefs. 

FRoM the beginning of thefc di11enficn'i, the parlia
ment, it is remarkable, had, in all things, ~.£fumed an 
extreme afcendant over their fovercia-n, and had difplayed 
a violence and arrog:.1td ~n authority, which, on his 
fide, would not have been compatible, ei her with his 
temper or his fitu::ticn. 1,.\Thil~ he fpoke perpetuc.liy of 
pardoning all rebels; they talked of nothi11g but the 
punifhrnent of delinquents and malignants: \Vhile be of
fereJ a tole:ation and an indulgence to tender confc i
ences ; the.y threatened the utter extirpation ~f prcbcy : 
To his profeffions of lenity, they oppofct! dcciarz.tions 
of rigor: And the more the ancient tcpc,r qf the laws 
inculcated a rcfpcCl:ful fubonlination to the crown, the 
more careful were they, by their lofty pretenfions, to 
cover t:1at defect, under v.rhich they laboured. 

THEIR. great advantao-es in the north feemcd to fecono .. ~ 
their ambition , and ii ;ally to pro.mi(e them fucccf.s in 
their unw<.1 rrantable cnterprizcs. I\!Ianchcftcr, having 
ta~en Lincoln , had united his ~rr.-1y to that of L~vrn and 
Fairfax; and York w:.1s now clofcly beficged by their 
combined forces . That town, though vigorouf!y de
f~:!!:.ktl by Newca!llc, was reduced to c. ·trcmity; ~llHl 

· h Rufh, vol. vi. l'• 321. 

the 
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th~ parliamentary generals, after enduring gre:tt lofirs c H A P. 

and fatigues, flat.ten:J thct'kielves, that all their labours ~ 
would at b!l: be crowned by this important conqucfr. On 1. H• 

a fuJdcn, they were alarmed with the approach of 

Rupert. This gallant prince, having vigoroufly ex-

erted himC lf in Lancaihire a;d Chdhire, had collected 

a con1\Jerable army; and joining Sir Chades Lucas, 

who commanded Nt wca!llc's hor!e, hafl:c·neJ to the relic{ 

cf York with an army of 20,600 men. l'hc Scottilh and 

parliamentary generals raifcd the iicge, :.:nd drawing up 

on l\1:u.con-moor, propo~ d to give battle to the royal-

!. s. Prince Rupcrt :-! ' ) ro:1chcd the tcv;n by another 

quarter, ar.cl in~crpo!lng the river Ou!'c be wccn him and 

tl., enemy, fafely joined hi':i forces to thofc cf Newcaflle. 

~f~c marquefs cnd::!avou:-cJ to p':rfuaclc him, that, hav-

ing fo fucce~sfully cfiectcd is purpofe, he ought to' be 

content with the prcfcnt aJvantages, and leave the enemy, 

now much dirpinifh~d by their loffes, and difcouraged 

y their jJl.fucccfs, to di!fo've by thole mutu.al diffcnfio!1s, 

'vhich had b ·Gun to take place among them w. 'I'he 

prince, whofe martial difpoft.tion was not fuffi"iently 
tempered with prudence, nor foftencd ~y complaii:'lnc·~., 

~rctendin.;;. pofiti.ve orders from he king, ~ithout dei?n- ~d July. 

ll1;j to coniult w1th NewcaiHc, whofe ments and ferv1ccs 

dcicrved better treatment, immedi~1tely iifucd ord rs fur 
b:-.ttle, and led out the llrmy to _1/'Iarfi:on-moor x. 'I'his 

a&ion was obilinately difputcd between the mofl: numer- , ,~. ··l e "f 
. 1 d .l • 1 r · 'h r IV! r fiv n-

()11'1 armieS, t 1at were engage uunng ~t1C COUf1C Of tuCt\.: rrov •,. 

v•·· r_, ; nor we~-e the forces on each fide much dif.rercr.t in 

th•.:ir number. Fifty t;wufand .uritifh troops were led to 

mutual llaughter; and the vit:lory (ccmed long unclcci(:ul 

bct;,'!.·cen them. Prince Rupert, who commanded th~ · 

r~Dht win~ of the royalifls, wa:> op )Ofecl to Cromwell Y, 

·• Life of th'! D. of ~ewcJ!lle, p • .io. x Chrendon, vol, v. 

t• so6. ) Rufh. part 3· vol. ii. p. 63). 
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c H A P. who conducted the choice troops of the parliament, 
~enured to danger under that determined leader, animated 

~644. by zeal, and confirmed by the rnoft rigid difcipline. 
After a iharp combat, the cavalry of the royalifrs gave 
way; and fuch of the infantry, as frood next them, 
were likewife borne down, and put to flight. New
caftle's regiment alone, refolute to conquer or to perilh, 
obft'nately kept their ground, and maintained, by their 
dead bodies, the fame order, in which they had at firft 
been ranged. In the other wing, Sir Thomas Fairfa" 
and Colonel Lambert, with fome troops, broke through 
the royalifrs; and, tranfported by the ardour of purfuit, 
foon reached their viB:orious friends, engaged alfo in 
purfuit of the enemy. But after that tempefr was pafr, 
Lucas, who commanded the royalifi:s in this wing, re
ftoring order to his broken forces, made a furious attack 
on the parliamentary cavalry, threw them into diforder, 
pulhed them upon their own infantry, and put that whole 
wing to rout. \\Then ready to feize on their carriages 
and baggage, he perceived CromweJ, who was now 
returned from purfuit of the other wing. Both fides 
were not a little furprifed to find, that they muft again 
rehew the combat for that viB:ory, which each of them 
thought they had already obtained. The front of the 
battle was now exaCtly counterchanged; and each army 
occupied the ground, which had been poffeffed by the 
enemy at the beginning of the day~ This fecond battle 
was equally furious and defperate with the firft: But 

. after the utmoft efrorts of courage by both parties, vic
tory wholly turned to the fide of the parliament. The 
prince's train of artillery was taken..; and his whole army 
pufhed off the field of battle z. 

THIS event was in itfelf a mighty blow to the king; 
but proved more fatal in its confequences. The marque(~ 

z RuJh, vol. vi. p. 63;. Whitlo~ke, l'• 8g. 
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of N ewcafl-le was entirely loft to the royal caufe. That C t-J A P. 

nobleman, the ornament of the court and of his order, ~ 
had been engaged, contrary to the natural bent of his 1644. 

difpofition, into thefe military operations, merely by a 
high fenfe of honour and a perfonal regard to his mafier. 
The dangers of war were difregarded by his valour; 
but its fatigues were oppreffive to his natur~l indolence. 
rv1unificent and generous in his expence; polite and ele-
gant in his ta:fie ; courteous and humane in his beha-
viour ; he brought a great acceffion of friends and of 
credit to the party, which he embraced. But ami(Ht all 

the hurry of aCt:ion, his inclinations were fecretly drawn 
to the foft arts of peace, in which he took delight; and 
the charms of poetry, mufic, and converfation fiole him 
often from his rougher occupations. He chofe Sir Wil ... 
liam Davenant, an ingenious poet, for his lieutenant"" 
general: The other perfons, in whom he placed confi-
dence, were more the inftruments of his refined plcafures, 
than qualified for the bufinefs which they undertook: 
And the feverity and application, req uifite to the fupport 
of difcipline, were qualities, in which he was entirely 

wa~~ing a. 

WHEN prince Rupert, contrary to his advice, refolve& 
on this battle, and iffued all orders without communi
cating his intentions to him; he took the field, but, he 
fa ;d, entirely as a volunteer; and, except by his perfonal 
courage, which £hone out with luflre, he had no £hare 

in the aB:ion. Enraged to find, that all his fuccefsfut 
labours were rendered abortive by one aCt: of fatal teme

rity, terrified with the profpect of renewing his pains 
and fatigue, he refolved no longer to maintain the few 
refources which remained to a defperate caufe, and 
thought, that the fame regard to honour, which had at

firft called him to arms, now required him to abandon a.-

a Clarendon, VQl, v. P• so7, so~. See Warwick. 
party, 
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c H A P. party, where he met wit]1 fuch unworthy treatment. 
~Next morning early, he fent word to the prince, that he 

1644. was infl:antly to leave the kingdom; a·nd \Vithout delay, 
he went to Scarborough, where he found a vcffd, which 
carried him beyond fea. During the cnfuing years, till 
the refioration, he lived abroad in great necdlity, and 
faw with indifference his opulent fortune fcq uefrered by 
thofe who afTnmed the government of England. He 
difdained, by fubmiffion or compofition, to fhow obeif
ance to their ufurped authority; and the leafl: favourable 
ccnfors of hi~ merit allovted, that the fidelity and ferv1ccs 
of a whole life had fufficiently atoned for one rafh action 
into which his paffion had betrayed him tJ. ' 

PRINCE Rupcrt, with equal precipitation, drew oW 
the remains of his army, and retired into Lancafhirc. 
Glcnham, in a few days, was obliged to furrender York; 

15th July. and he marched out his garrifon with all the honours of 
war c. Lord Fairfax, remaining in the town, cibblilhcd 
his government in that whole count

4

·, and fent a thou
fand horfe into Lancafhire, to join with the parliamentary 
forces in that quarter, and attend the motions of prin~:! 
R upert: The Scotti!h army marched north\vards, in 
order to join the cad of Calender, who was ad\'ancing 
with ten thoufand additiond forces d; and to re uce the 
town of Newcafile, which they took by fl:orm : The 
earl of Manchefrer, with Cromwel, to whom the fame 
of this great viCl:ory was chiefly afcrib2J: ar~d \ ho was 
wound€d in the action, returnr..:d to the e:lfrcrn affocia
tion, in order to recruit his army e. 

· \VHILE thefe events p:1fled in the north, the kinf!:'s 
affairs in the .io.uth were conduCl:cd with mo&·e fuccefs a;d 
tnore ability. Ruthvcn, a Scotchman, wi10 had been 

b Clarendon, vol. v. p. 5 u, 

« Whitlock~ p. SS, 
c Rulh. vol. vi. p. 63S. 

c Ruili, vol. vi, p. (4 I. 
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created ~arl of Brentford, acted, under the king, as c fT A P, 
LVII. 

general. 

THE parliament foon compleated their two armies 1 G.14. 

commanded by Ei1cx and \Valler. The great zeal of 

the city fc.cilitatt!d. this underta,·ing. l\1any fpecchcs were 

made to the citizens, by the parliamentary lca~crs, in 

order to excite their ardour. Hollis, in particular, ex-

horted them not to fparc, on this important occafio.n, 

either their purfes, their perfons, or their prayers f; and 

they were fufficicntly liberal, it mufr be confdlccl, in all 

thefe contributions. The two generals had orders to 

march with their combined .armies towards Oxford; 

and, if the king retired into that city, to lay fiegc to it, 

and by one enterprize put a period to the war. The 

king, leaving a numerous garrifon in Oxford; paHed with 

dexterity between the tv;o armies, which had taken 

Abing<.lon an<.l had enclofc<.l him on both ficlcs r. He 
marched towards \V t1!"C frcr ; and \V all er rccei ved order 

from Eficx to iollmv him and watch his motions; while 
l)e himfclf marched into the wctl:, in quefr of prince 

Maurice. \Vallcr had approached within two miles of 

the royal camp, and was only fep~ratcd from it by the 
Severn, when he received intelligence, that the king \Vas 

advanced to Bcudly, and had dire8:ed his courfe towards 

Shrew:tbury. In orc!er to prevent hin;, \Val'cr prdently 

<.liflodgcd, and hafi necl by quick n.arches to that city: 
\Vhcn the king, fuudenly returning up n h!s mvn foot-

fh:ps, reached Oxford ; and ha\'ing r inforcccl his army 

from that garrifon, now in his turn m?..rchcd out in qudt 
of Waller . . The t\ ro ~rmics faced c .• ch other at Crop
rcdy-brid.rc near Banburv ,· 'but the Ch:uwcli r::m between cBittl t' dof 

-' J IO.'ll! y-

thcm, Nc~~t d.J._/, the king decamp~d and marc 1ed to- bridg~::. 

~;ards Daventry. ~ T:Jlcr ord r d a contid :-:1blc detach-

ment to pats the brid~c, wit 1 :m ir1t -nt:on of f:tlling on 

f Ru:'h, vol. \i. p. G".1.. 
the 
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c H A P. the rear of the royalifls. He 'was repulfed, routed, and 
~ purfued with confiderable lofs h. Stunned and difheart..::. 

1644. ened with this blow, his army decayed and melted away 
by defertion; and the king thought he might fafely leave 
lt, and march weflward againft Effex; That g~neral~ 
having obliged ~rince Maurice t? raife the liege of Lyme; 
having taken Weymouth and Taunton; advanced frill in 

.. his conquefls, artd met with tio equal oppofition. The 
king followed him, and having re-inforced his ariny from 
all quarters, appeared in the n8Id with an army fuperiot 
to the enemy. Effex, retreating into Cornwall, informed 
the parliament of his danger, and defired them to fend 
an army; which might fall on the king's rear. General 
Middleton received a commiffion to execute that fervice; 
but came too late. Effex1s army, cooped up in a narrow 
corner at Lefrithiel; deprived of all forage and provifions; 
and feeing no profpect of fuccour, was reduced to the 
]aft extremity. The king ptdfed them on one fide; 
prince Maurice on another; Sir Richard Granville on a 
third. Effex, Robarts, and fome of the principal offi-

, ccrs, efcaped in a Boat to Plymouth: Balfour with his 
horfe paired the king's out-pofl:s, in a thick tni.fi; and 

1 1t: Sept. got fafely to the garrifons of his own party. The foot 
under Skippon were obliged to furrender their arm:;; 
artillery, baggage and ammunition; and being conducted 

Efi'eJt's to the parliament's quarters, were difmiffed~ By this 
forces ciif- advantage, which was much boafred of, the kinz; befides 3tmed. ...... 

the honour of the enterprize, obtained vhat he ftood 
ext.-emely in need of: 1'hc parliament; having preferved 
the men, loit what they could eafily repair i. 

No fooner did this intelligence reach London; than 
the committee of the two kingdoms voted thanks to Effex 
for his fidelity, courage and condutl:; and this method 

h Ru!h, vol. vi. p. 676. Clarendon, vol. v, p. 497· SirEd. Walker, 
p. 3 I. i R u!h. vol. vi. p. 699, &c. Whitlocke, p. 98. Claren• 
clan, vol, v. p. 524, 5'1.5· Sir Edw, Walker, p. 69, 70

1 
&c. 
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of proceeding, no lefs politic than magnanimous, the C H A
1 

P. 
LVI. 

parliament preferved throughout the whole courfe of the ~ 

\var. Equally indulgent to their friends and rigorous to 164l• 

their enemies, they employed, with fuccefs, thefe two 

powerful engines of reward and puni{hment, in con• 

fir.mation of their authority. 

THAT the king might have lefs rcafon to exult in the 

nuvantages, which he had obtained in the \Vefi, the par

liament oppofed to him very numerous forces. Having 

nrmed anew Effex's fubdued, but not diiheartened troops, 

they ordered Manchefter and Cromwel to march with 

their recruited forces from the eaftern affociation ; and 

joining their armies to thofe of vValler and Middleton, as 

well as of Effex, offer battle to the king-. Chf1rles chofc ' 
. ) . . Secon~ hat• 

his poft :1t Newbury, where they attacked him w1th great tie of New ... 

vigour; and that town was a fecond time the fcene of the bury. 

bloody animofities of the Engliih. Effcx's foldiers, ex- h o.n. 
27t ... ,. 

horting one another to repair their bn;>ken h~mour, and · 

revenge the difgrace of Lefiithicl, made an impetuous 

affault on the royalifis; and having recovered feme of 

their cannon, lofl: in Cornwall, could not forbear em

bracing them with tears of joy. Though the king's 

troops defended themfelves with valour, they were over

powered by numbers; and the night came very feafon-

abl y to their relief, and prevent.::d a total overthrovv. 

Charles, leaving his baggage and cam:.on in Dcnnington
caftle, near Newbury, forthwith retreated to \Valling

ford, and thence to Oxford. There, prince Rupert and 

the earl of Northampton joined him, with confiderable 

bodies of cavalry. Strengthened by this reinforcement, 

he ventured to advance_ towards the enemy, now em-
ployed before Dennington-ca:fl:le k. Effex, detained by 
fickncfs, had not joined the army, fince his misfortune in 

Cornwall. Manchefi:er, who commanded, though his 

k Ru.!b, vol. vi. p. 721, &:(;, 
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forces were much fuperior to thofe of the king, decline~ 
an engagement, and rejetl:ed Cromwcl's advice, who 

earneftly preffecl him not to nrgl Cl: fo favourable an 

opportunity of fin:illing the war. The king's army, by 
brincritw off their cannon from Dennington-cafile, in 

0 0 

the face of the c ,E:my, fcerm:J fufficiently to have re-

p:tii·ed the honour v:hich they had Joit at N cwbury; and 

Ch:uks, h:~.ving the fati~/-a[tion to excite, bctw·cen 1\Ian

c~J fter :md Cromwd, equal animofitics with thofe which 

formerly took place bctv. en E:ffex and \Valler 1, di:fl:ri·· 

butcd his ar!TIJ' into winter-quarters. 

'~'no E contt.!lts among the parliamentary generals, 

which h~ d Jifiurb J t~1cir military operations,. were re

newed in London during the wintcr-icafon; and each 

being fupported by his O\Vn faB:ion, their mutual re

proaches and accufations a~itated the whole city and par

liament. There had long prevailed, in that party, a 

fecret diftinEtion, which, though the dread of the king's 

power h:~.d hitherto fupprdfed it, yet, in proportion as 

the hopes of fuccefs became nearer and more immediate, 

began to difcover iticl.f, with high contc.ft and animofity. 

' 'he INDEPENDE, 1 TS, who had, at fir:ft, taken iheltcr 

and conce4led themfelvcs under the wings of the PREs ... 

BYTERIAPS, now evidently appeared a Jifrintl: party, 

and betrayed very difFerent views ar.d prctenfions. We 

mu:ft here endeavour to explain the genius of this party, 

and of its leaders, who henceforth occupy the fcene of 

atl:ion. 

Rir~ :1nd DuRING thofe time~, when the enthufiafric fpirit met 
h r ~.:l:a of . , d . 

th- ,.,de- wtta fuch honour an encouragement, and was the Imme-
• e!:do::nts. diatc means of Jifrintlion and preferment j it was impof

fible to fet bou11ds to thcfe holy fervors or confine ' . ' 
within any n~tural limits, what was dircB:ed towards 

.~ an infinite and a fupernatural object. Every man, lS 

1 Ruth, vol. vii, p. I, 

prompted 
.I 
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~ro1npted by the warmth of his temper; excited by emu- c H A P. 
LVII, 

btion, or fupported by his habits of hypocrify, endea- "---v---i 
Youred to difringuiili himfelf beyond his fellows, and to t64<f. 

arrive at a higher pitch of faintlhip and perfetl:ion. In 
proportion to its degree of fanaticifm, each feet became 
dangerous and defl:rutl:ive; and as the independents went 
a note higher than the preiliyterians, they could lefs be 
refl:rained within any bounds of temper and moder2tion. 
From this difrintlion, as from a firfl: principle, were 
derived, by a neceffary confequence; all the other differ-
ences of thefe two fects. 

THE independents rejected all ecclefia!tical ell:ablilh
ments, and would admit of no fpiritual courts, no govern• 
ment among pafiors, no interpofition of the magifirate in 
religious concerns, no fixed encouragement annexed to 
any fyfl:em of doctrines or opinions. According· to their 
principles, each congregation, united voluntarily and by 
fpiritual ties, compofed, within itfelf, a feparate church, 
and excrcifed a jurifdiB:ion, but one devoid of temporal 
f~mctions, over its own pafl:or and its own members. 
The election alone of the congregation wa~ fufficient to 
befi:ow the facerdotal charaB:er ; and as all effential dif
tinction was denied between the laity and the clergy, no 
ceremony, no infiitution, no voca~ion, no impoiition of 
hands, was, as in all other churches, fuppofed requifite 
to convey a right to holy orders. The enthufiafm cf the 
prefbyterians led them to reject t. c ~uthority of pre
lates, to throw off the rcfiraint of liturgies, to retrench 
ceremonies, to limit the riches and authority of the 
priefi:ly office : The fanaticifm of the indeper: ents, ex
alted to a higher pitch, abolifhed eccle_lafiical govern
ment, difdained creeds and f)lems, negletl:cd C\'cry cere
mony, and confounded all ranks and ord rs. 'I'he fol
dier, the merchant, the mechanic, indulging the fcrvors 
,>f zeal, and guided by the· ilbpies of the fpirit, refi~zw.d 

C 2 himfclf 
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C H A P. himfclf to an inward and fuperior direcrion, and was 
LVII, b . d. . r. 
~ confccrated, in a manner, y an 1mme 1ate mtercolil·J.e 

1644· and communic:.1.tion with heaven. 
THr: catholics, pretending to an infallible guide, had 

jufiified, upon that principle, their docrrine and praCtice 
of pcrfecution : The preibyterians, ~magining that fuch 

clear and certain tenets, as they themfelves adopted, 

could be rejected only from a criminal and pertinacious 

obfiinacy, had hitherto gratified, to the full, their bi

gotted zeal, in a like doCtrine and praCtice : The inde

pendents, from the extremity of the fame zeal, were led 

into the milder principles of toleration. Their mind, 

fct afloat in the wide fea of infpiration, could confine 

itfelf wit-hin no certain limits; and the fame variations, 

in which an enthufiafi indulged himfelf, he was apt, by a 

natural train of thinking, to permit in others. Of all 

chriHian fcB:s, this was the fir£:-, \-vh!ch, during its prof

perity, as well as its ::tdv rfity, always adopted the prin

ciple of tolerat;on; and, it is remarkable, that fo rcafon

able a doctrine owed. its origin, not to reafoning, but to 

the height of extravagance and fanaticifrn. 

PoFER Y and prel cy alone, whofe genius fecmed to 

tend towards fuperHition, were treated by the independ

ents with rigour. The doCtrines too of fate or defiiny, 

were deemed by them eflential to all religion. In thefe 

tigid opinions, the whole feB:aries, amidil: a11 their other 

difFerences, unanitnoufly concurred. 

THE political fyficm of the independents kept pace 

with their religious. IT ot content with confining, to 

very narrow limits, the pov•er of the crov.rn,. and. reducing 

the l:ing to the rank of firfi magiHrate, which was the 

proje3: of the prcfbyterians ; this fet1, more ardent in 

the pt rCuit of liberty, afpired to a total abolition of the 

monarc~1 y, ahd even of the arifbcracy ; and projeB:ed 

an entire equality of rank and order, in a republic, quite 

free 
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free and ~ndependent. In confequence of this fcheme, C H A p, 
. 11 r. 1 £ LVII. 

they were declared enem1es to a propo1a s 10r peace, ~ 
except on fuch terms as, they knew, it was impoffible to 1644• 

obtain; and they adhered to that maxim, which is, in 
the main, prudent and pol"tical, th::tt whoever draws the 

fword againft his fovereign, fhould throw away the [cab-
bard. By terrifying others with the fear of vengeance 
from the ofFended prince, they had engaged greater num-
bers into the oppofition againfi: peace, than had adopted · 

their other principles with regard to government and 

religion. And the great fuccefs, which had already at-

tended the arms of the parliament, and the greater, which 
was foon expeCl:ed, confirmed them frill further in this 

obftinacy. 

SIR Harry Vane, Oliver Cromwel, Nathaniel Fiennes, 

and Oliver St. John, the folicitor-general, were regarded 
as the leaders of the independents. The earl of E{fex, 
difgufied with a war, of which he began to forefee the 
pernicious confequences, adhereJ to the prefbyteri:ms, 
and promoted eyery reafonablc plat of accommodation. 
The earl of Northumberland, fond of his rank and dig
nity, regarded with horror a fcheme, which, if it took 
place, would confound himfelf and his family with th~ 
lO\vefi: in the kingdom. The earls of Warwic, and 
Denbigh, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William \Vallcr, 

Hollis, 11affey, Whitlockc, 1\Iainard, Glyn, had em
braced the fame fentiments. In the parliament, a con
fiderable majority, and a much greater in the nation, 

were attached to the prcfhyterian party; and it was pnly 
by cunning and Jeceit :::.t firft, and afterwards by vio

lence, that th~ independents could entertain any hopes of 

fuccef:~. 

THE earl of r\1anchcfl:er, provoked at the impeach

ment, which the king had lodged againH: him, had long 

forwarded the war with alacrity; but, being a man of 
C 3 humanity 
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CHAP. humanity and good principles, the view of public ca}a ... 

mities, and the profpetl: of a total fubverfion of govern
ment beo-an to moderate his ardor, and inclined him to 

LVII. 

'---v-.1 
JfH• 

' b 

promote peace on any fafe or honourable terms. He was 
even fufpetl:ed, in the field, not to have pufhed to the 
utmofr againft the king the advantages, obtained by the 
arms of the parliament; and Cromwel, in the public 
debates, revived the accufation, that this nobleman had 
wilfully ne~)etl:ed at Dcnnington-cafi:le a favourable oppor
tunity of finilhing the war by a total defeat of the royal .. 
ifis. " I !bowed him evidently," faid Cromwel, " how 
" this fucccfs migl:t be obtained; and only defired leave, 
" witlt my own brie-adc of horfe, to charge the king's 
" army in their retreat; leaving it in the earl's choice, 
" if he thought proper, to remain neuter with the refr 
" of his forces : Rut, notwithfi:anding my importunity, 
" l:e pofitiveiy and abfolutely refufed his confcnt; and 
" gave no other reafon but that, if we met with a defeat, 
" there was an end of our pretenfions : We fhould all be 
" rebels and traitors, ftnd be executed and forfeited by 

' ~' law 'Jl ?" 

MANCHESTER, by way of recrimination, informed the 
parliament, that, at another time, Cromwel having pro
pofed fome fc~eme, to which, it feemed improbable, the 
parliament would agree, he infified and faid, ll4y lord, if 
)'OU will jl.ick firm to honefl men, ;·ou jhall .fiJZd yourjelf at the 
head of an army, wbich jhatl ive law both to king and par-
liament. " This difcourfe," continued lVIanchefl:er 

' '' made the greater impreffion on me, becaufe I knew 
" the lieutenant-general to be a man of very deep de
" figns ; and he has even ventured to tell me, that it 
'' never would be well with England till I was Mr. 
" Montagu~, and there was ne'er a lord or peer in the 
H kingdom ' " So full was Cromwe1 of thefe republican 

m CJarcndon, vol, v, p. 561, 
n Idem ibid. p. 562 • 

projects, 
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·i!irojccrs, that, notwithfiandinQ; his habits of profound C ~v~ PJ 

hypocrify, he could not fo carefully guard his exprdlions, ~...--...~ 
but that fomctimcs his favourite no:ions ·would cfcape x644-. 

him. 

THESE vioknt diflent!ons bro ght matters to extre

mity, and pufhed the inJcpendents to the execution of 

their defigns. The prrfent generals, they tbou~ht, w~re 
more ddirous of protracting than finiil:in6 the \\'ar; and 

having-entertained a fcheme for prcferving fiill fume ba:.. 
lance in the confritution, they were afraid of entirely fub

duing the king, and reducing him to a condition, where 

he fhould not be intitled to afk any conceffiolls. A new 

model alone of the army could bring compleat viB:ory to 

the parliament, and free the n:..tion from thofe calamities., 

under which it laboured. But bo\v to effeB: this projeB: 
was the difficulty. T.1e authority, as well as merits, of 

Effcx \Vas very great witl.1 the parliament. Not only he 

had ferved them all along witl the moil: exaCl: and fcru

pulous honour: It was, in fome meafure, owing to his 

popularity, th11t they had ever been enabled to levy an 

army or make head againfr the royal caufe. J\1anchef

tt::r, Warwic, and the other commanders had likewife 

great credit ~ith the public; nor were there any hopes of 

prevailir>.g over them, but by laying the plan of an oblique 

and artificial attack, which would conceal the real pur

pofe of t~1Cir antagonifis. The Scots and Scotch com

miffioncrs, jealous of the progrefs of the independents, 

were a n..::w obfiacle; which, without the utmoft art and 

fubtlety, it would be difficult to furmount 0
• 'l'he 

methods, by which this intrigue was conduB:eJ, are fo 

fingular, and fhow C.'J fully the genius of the age, that 

we £hall give a detail of them, as they are delivered by 

lord Clarcndon P. 

o Clarendon, vol. v. p s6z. P Idem ibid. p. s6s. 

A FAST 
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c H A P. A FAST, on the 1afr Wednefday of every month, had 
LVII. h ]" h b . . f h fc '--v---.1 been ordered by t e par 1ament at t e egmnmg o t e e 
1644. commotions ; and their preachers, on that day, were 

careful to keep alive, by tl1eir vehement declamations, 
the popular prejudices entertained againfr the king, againfl: 
prelacy; and againfl: popery. The king, that he might 
combat the parliament with their own weapons, ap
pointed likcwife a monthly fail-, when the people fhould 
be inil-rutl:ed in the duties of loyalty and of fubmiffion to 
the higher powers; and he chofe the fecond Friday of 
every month for the devotion of the royalifrs q. It was 
now propofcd and carried in parliament, by the inde
pendents, that a new and more folemn fail- .£hould be 
voted; when they :lhould implore the divine affiil-ance for 
extricating them from thofe perplexities, in which they 
were at prcfent involved. On that day, the preachers, 
after many political prayers, too 7~ care to treat of the 
reigning divifions in the p:lrliJ.ment, and afcribed thetn 
entirely to the fel£fh ends, purfued by the members. In 
the hands of thofe members, they fc.lid, are lodged ail 
the conf!derable comman ls of the army, all the lucrative 
offices in the civil admini!tration : And while the nation 
is falling ·every day into pove.:ty, and groans under an 
infupportable lo:1d Qf t:1xes; ' thefc men multiply poifef ... 
fion on po1TeiEon, and vYill, in a little time, be mafiers 
of all the vvealth of tHe kingdom That fuch pcrfons, 
who fatten on the c:damities of their country, will ever 
embrace any efFectud mcafure for bringing them to a 
p-..riod, or cnfuring a fir~al fuccefs to the war, cannot 
reafonably be cxpcCl:~d. Lingering expedients alone 
will be purfued : And operations in the field concurring, 
in the fame pernicious end, with deliberations in the 
cabinet; civil commotions will, for ever, be perpetuated 

q Ruil1worth, vol. vi. p. 364 •. 
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in the nation. After exaggerating thefe diforders, the C H A P. 

minifters returned to their prayers; and befought the~ 
Lord, that he would take his own work into his own 1614. 

hand ; and if the inftruments, whom he had hitherto 
employed, were not worthy to bring to a conclufion fo 

glorious a defi;;n, that he would infpire others more fit, 
who might perfect what was begun, and by eftablifuing 

true religion, put a fpeedy period to the public miferies. 

ON the day fubfequent to thefe devout animadverfions, 
when the parliament met, a new fpirit appeared in the 
looks of many. Sir Henry Vane told the commons, 
that, if ever God appeared to them, it was in the ordi

nances of yc.f'rcrday : That, as he was credibly informed 

by many, who had been prefent in different congre
gations, the fame lamentations and difcourfes, which the 

godly preachers had made before them, had been heard in 
other churches: 'rhat fo remarkable a concurrence could 

proceed only from the immediate operation of the Holy 
Sp1rit: T'hat he therefore intreated them, in vindication 

of their own honour, in confideration of their duty to 

God and their country, to lay afide all private ends, and 

. renounce every office, attended with profit or advantage: 
'rhat the abfence of fo many members, occupied in dif

ferent employments, had rendered the ho\lfe extremely 
thin, and diminifhed the authority of their determina
tions: And that he could not forbear, for his own part, 
accufing himfelf as one who enjoyed a gainful office, that 

of treafurer of the navy; and though he was poffeffed of 

it before the civil commotions, and owed it not to the 
favour of the parliament, yet was he ready to refign it, 
and to facrif.ce, to the welfare of his country, every con

fideration of private interefr ::nd advantage. 

CRoMWEL next acted his part, and commcnded the 

preachers for having dealt with them plainly and impar

tially, and told them of their errors, of which they were 
fo 
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c H A P. fo unwilling to ·be informed. Though they dwelt on 
~ many things, he faid, on which he had never before re-

~~44· Rected; yet, upon revolving them, he could not but 
confefs, that, tiil there was a perfect reformation in thefe 
particulars, nothing which they undertook cou]J poffibly 
profper. The parliament, no doubt, continued he, had 
done wifely on the commencement of the war, in en
gaging feveral of its members in the mofr dangerous parts 
of it; and thereby fat1sfying the nation, that they in
tended to !hare all hazards with the meanefr of the people. 
But affairs are now cha11ged. During the progrefs of 
military operations, there have arifen, in the parlia
mentary armies, many excellent officers, who are quali
fied for higher commands than they are now poffeffed of. 
And though it becomes not men, engaged in fuch a 
c:mfe, to put trzijl in the arm if flejh, yet he could affure 
them, that their troops contained generals, fit to com
mand in any enterprize in Chrifi~IH..lonJ. The army 
indeed, he was forry to fay, did not correfpond, by its 
difcipline, to the merit of the officers; nor were there 
any hopes, till the prefent vices and diforders, which 
prevail among the foldiers, were repreffed by a new 
model, that their forces would ever be attended with 
ligna] fuccefs in any undertaking. 

IN oppofition to this reafonir.g of the independents, 
·many of the prefbytcrians fhowed the inconvenience and 
danger of the projected alteration. Whitlocke, in par ... 
ticular, a man of honour~ who loved his country, though, 
in every change of government, he always adhered to 
the ruling power, faid, that befides the ingratitude of 
difcarding, and that by fraud and artifice, fo many noble 
perfons, to whom the parliament had hitherto owed its 
chief fupport; they would find it extremely difficult to 
fupply the place of men, now formed by experience to 
command and authority: That the rank alone, poffeifed 

by 
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by· fuch as were members of either houfe, prevented envy, C H A P• 
LVII. 

retained the army in obedience, and gave weight to mili- \....-v---1 

tary orders : That greater confidence might fafely be 1 644. 

rcpofed in men of family and fortune, than in mere ad

venturers, who would be apt to entertain feparatc views 

from thofe which were embraced by the perfons, who 

employed them : That no maxim of pvlicy was more 

undifputed, than the neceffity of prefcrving an infeparable 

connexion between the civil and military powers, and of 

retaining the latter in fi:ritl: fubordination to the former: 
That the Greeks and Romans, th~ wifefi and mofr paf

fionate lovers of liberty, had ever entrufi:ed to their fena

tors the command of armies, and had maintained an 
unconquerable jealoufy of all mercenary forces : And 
that fuch men alone, whofe intcrdb were involved in 

thofe of the public, and who pofl(dlcJ a vote in the civil 

deliberations, would fufficicntly rcfpntl: the authority of 
parliament, and never could be tempted to turn the fword 

againfr thofe, by whom it was committed to them r. 

NoTWITHSTANDING thefe rcafonings, a committee Self deny· 

was chofen to frame what was called the Self-denying ing ordi

ordinance, by which the members of both houfes were nance. 

.::xcluded from all civil and military employmcnts, except 

a few offices which were fpecified. This ordinance was 

the fubjetl: of great debate, and, for a long time, rent 

the parlia ent and city into factions. But, at lafr, by 

the prevalence of envy with fome; with others, of falfe 

modefi:y; with a great many, of the republican and 

jndependent views ; it paffed the houfe of commons, 

and was fent to the upper houfc. The peers, thougli 
toe r~heme was, in part, levelled agair:.fi: their order ; 
though all of them were, at bottom, extremely averfe to 
it ; though they even ventured once to reject it; yet 
poffcf1ed fo little authority, that they durfr not perfever~ 

' Whitlocke, P• I 141 1 I 5; Ru!h, vol. vii. P• 6, 
in 
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C H A P, in oppofing the refolution of the commons; and they 
LVII. . I' . d ]' ~ thought it better policy, by an un 1m1te comp 1ance, to 
1

644• ward off that ruin, which they faw approaching s. The 
ordinance, therefore, having paffed both ho'ufes, Effex, 
Warwic, Manche:lter, Denbigh, Wailer, Brereton, and 
marJy others, Jefigned their commands, and received the 
thanks of parliament for their good fervices. A penfion 
of ten thoufand pounds a year was fettled on Effcx. 

1645• IT was agreed to recruit the army to 22,000 men; and 
Sir Thomas Fairfax was appointed general t. It is re
markable, that his commiffion did not run, like that of 
Effex, in the name of the king and parliament, but in 
that of the parliament alone: And the article concerning 
the fafety of the king's perfon was omitted, So much 
had animofities encreafcd between the parties u. Crom

wel, being a mcmlJer of the lower houfe, fhould have 
been difcarded with the others; but this impartiality 
would have difapp_ointcd all the views of thofe, who had , 
introduced the [elf-denying ordinance. He was favcd by 
a fubtilty, and by that political craft, in which he was fo 
eminent. At the time, when the other officers rcfigncd 
their commiffions, care was taken, that he fhould be fc;1t 
with a body of horfe, to reli'eve Taunton, befiegcd by 
the royalifi:s. His abfence being remarked, orders were 
difpatched for his immediate attendance in parliament; 
and the new general was direC!ed to employ fome other 
officer in that fervice, A ready complianc; was feigned; 
and the very day was named, on which, it was averred, 
he would take his place in the houfe. But Fairfax, 
having appointed a rendezvous of the army, wrote to the 
parliament, and defired Jeaye to retain, for fome days, 
lieutenant-general Crornwel, whofe advice, he f;id, 

s Rufh, vol. vii, p. 8, 15. t Whitlocke, p. JI8, Ruth. vol. 
vii, p. 7• u Whitlocke, p. 133• 

would 
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would be ufeful~ in fupplying the place of thofe officers, C H A P. 

who had refigned. Shortly after, he begged, with much~ 
carnefrnefs, that they would allow Cromwcl to ferve that 1645• 

campaign w. And thus the independents, though the 

minority, prevaileJ. by art and cunning over the pre!by-
terians, and befrowed the whole military authority, in 

appearance, upon Fairfax; in reality, upon Cromwel. 

F AIRF AX was a perfon equally eminent for courage Fairfax• 

ami for humanity; and though fl:rongly infeB:ed with 

prejudices or principles, derived from religious and party 

zeal, he feems never, in the courfe of his public conduct, 
to have been feduced, by private interefr or ambition, _ 

from adhering ftritl:ly to thefe principles. Sincere in his 

profeffions ; difinterefted in his views ; open in his con-

duB:; he had formed one of the mofr :lhining characters 

of that age; had not the extreme narrownefs of his genius, 
in every thing but in war, and his embarraffed and confufed 
Clocution, on every occafion but when he gave orders, 

dimini:lhed the lufhe of his merit, and rendered the part, 
' hi eh he aB:ed, even . when vefted with the fupreme 

command, but fecondary and fubordinate. 

CRoMW EL, by whofe fagacity and infinuation Fairfax c 1 romwe • . 

was entirely governed, is one of the moft eminent and 

mofl: fingular perfonages, that occurs in hiftory : The 

firokes of his character arc as open and frrongl y marked, 

as the fchemes of his condutl: were, during the time, 

dark and impenetrable. His cxtenfive capacity enabled 

him to form the mofl: enlarged projeB:s: His cntcrprizing 

genius was not difmaycd with the boldeft and mofr .dan-

gerous. Carried, by his natural temper, to magnanimity, 

to gran~eur, and to an imperious and domineering 

policy; he yet knew, when neceffary, to employ the 

n.oil profound diffimulation, the mofr oblique and refined 

w Clarendon, vol. v. P• 6z.g, 630. Whitlocke, P• 141. 

7 artifice; 
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c H A P. artifice the femblance of the greateft moderation an4 
LVJT. ' . ·1 ·ll_· h hh" b}" ~ fimplicity. A fnenu to JUnice, t oug IS pu IC con-
1645. duB: was one continued violation of it; devoted to reli

gion, though he perpetually employed it as the infiru
mcnt of his ambition; he was engaged in crimes from 
the profpeB: of fovereign power, a temptation which is, 
in general, irrefifiiblc to human nature. And by ufing 
well that authority, which he had attained by fraud and 
violence, he has leffened, if not overpowered, our detef
tation of his enormities, by our admiration of his fuccefi 
and of his genius. 

Treaty of DuRING this important tranfaB:ion of the [elf-denying 
U.:tbridge, 

ordinance, the negotiations for peace were likcwife car-
ried on, though with fmall hopes of [ucce{s. The king 
having fent two meffages, one from Evefham X, another 
from Tavi{hxke , defiring a treaty, the parliament dif
·patched commiffioners to Oxford, with propofals, as 
high as if they had obtained a compleat victory z, The 
advantages gained during the campaign, and the great 
difirefles of the royalifts, had much elevated their hopes; 
and they were refol ved to repofe no truft in men, en
flamed with the highefr animofity againfi them, and who, 
were they poffeffed of power, were fully authorized by 
law to punifh all their opponents as rebels and traitors. 

THE king, when he confidered the propofals and the 
difpofition of the parliament, could not expect any 
accommodation, and had no profpeB: but of war, or of 
total fubmiffion and fubjeB:ion: Yet, in order to fatisfy 
his own party, who were impatient for peace, he agreed 
to fend the duke of Richmond and earl of Southampton, 
with an anfwer to the propofals of the parliament, and 
at the fame time to defire a treaty upon their mutual 
demands and pretenfions a. It now became neceffary for 

x 4th of July, 1644, Y 8th of Sept. 1644• z Dugdale, 

P• 737• Ruth, vol, vi, p, 8 so• · a Whitloc! e; p, Jig, 

him 
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him to retraCt his former declaration, that the two houfe~ c H A P. LVII. 
at \V efiminfrer were not a free parliament; and accord-~ 
ingly, he was induced, though with great reluB:ance, to 164~ 
give them, in his anfwrr, the appellation of the parlia-
ment of England b. But it appeared afterwards, by a 

letter, which he wrote to the queen, and of which a 
copy was taken at Nafeby, that he fecretly entered an 
explanatory protefiation in his council-book; and he 
pretended, that, though he had called them the parlia .... 
ment, he had not thereby acknowledged them for fuch c • 

. This fubtlety, which has been frequently objeCted to 
Charles, is the mofr noted of thofe very few infiances, 
from which the enemies of this prince have endeavoured 

to load him with the imputation of infincerity; and have 
inferred, that the parliament could repofe no confidence 
in his profeffions and declarations, not even in his laws 
and fiatutes. 'I' here is, however, it mufr be con felled, 
a difference univerfally avowed between fimply giving to 

men the appellation, which they affume, and the formal 
acknowledgment of their title to it; nor is any thing 
more common and familiar in all public tranf.:.B:ions. 

THE time and place of treaty being fettled, fixteen 30 h }.lB 

commiffioners from the king met at U xbridge with twelve 

authorized by the parliament, attended by the Scotch 
commiffioners. It was agreed, that the Scotch and par
liamentary commiffioners fhould give in their demand3 
with regard to three important articles, religJon, the 
militia, and Ireland; and that thefe fhould be fucccffively 

b Whitlocke, p. J JI, Dugdale, p. 74&. c His words are, 

'' As for my c~lling thofe at London a parliament, I ihall refer thee to Dig by 

" for particu:ar f.ttisfaflion; this in general : lf there had been but two 

., befides myfelf, of my opinion, I had not done 1t; and the argument, that 

" prevail d with me was, that the calling did no ways acknowledge them to 

" be a parliament; up'm which condition and conftructiun I did it, and no 

" othcrw fe; and accor,lir.gly it is reginered in tht> council book•, with the 

" council's unanimous approblti:m." 'Ihl kin.,.' s cabicet apt:r.ed. R:.Jfo. 

vol. vi, p. 9 ~3· 
examined 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C H A P. examined and difcuffed in couferences with the king's 
LVII. · n.· bl ~ commiffioners d. It was foon found 1mpraL.L1Ca e to 
16

45· come to any agreement with regard to any of thcfe arti .... 
cles. 

IN the fummer 1643, while the negotiations were car
ried on with Scotland, the parliament hacl fummoned an 
affembly at Wefrminfi:er, compofed of 121 divines and 
30 laymen, celebrated in their party for piety and learn-
ing. By their advite, alterations were made in the thirty
nine articles, or in the metaphyfical dotl:rines of the 
church; and, what was of greater importance, the li
turgy was entirely a, oliihed, and, in its fread, a new 
diretl:ory for wodhip was efi:ablifhed; by which, fuitably 
to the fpirit of the puritans, the utmofr liberty, both in 
praying and preaching, was indulged to the public 
teachers. By the folemn league and covenant, epifcopacy 
was abjured, as dcfrruetive of a!l true piety; and a 
national engagement, attended with every circumfrance, 
which could render a promife facred and obligatory, was 
entered into with the Scots, never to fuffer its re-admif
fion. All thefe meafures {howed little fpirit of accom~ 
modation in the parliament; and the king's commiffion
ers were not furprized to find the efiabliiliment of pref
bytcry and the direCtory pofitive1y demanded, together 
with the fubfcription of the co\·enant, both by the king 
and kingdom c. 

HAD 

d Whitlocke, p. 12 J. Dug,lale, P· 7 58. c Such love of con· 

trJrlielion prevJi]ed in the padiament, that they had converted Chrifimas, 
whir.h, with the churchmen, was a great fe!hVJl, into a folemn fafi and 

hum1lia:ion; " In order," as they f.1id, " that it might call to reme:r:
" brance our fins and the fins of our forefathers, who, pretending to ce:e. 

" brate the memory of Chrifl, have turned this feaft into an extreme for

" g tJulnefs of him, by giving liberty to carnal and fenfual dcligh s." 

Rujb. vol. vi. P• S17• It is remarkable, that, as the parliament aboli!l1ed 
all holy days, and feverely prohibitfd all amufemcnt on the fabbath; and 

even burned, by the hands of the haniman, the kins's book of fports; the 

natioa 
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HAD Charles been of a difpofition to negleCt all theo- CH A P. 
LV !I, 

logical controverfy; he yet had been obliged, in good ~ 

policy, to adhere to epifcopal jurifdiction, not only 1 645· 

bccaufe it was favourable to monarchy, but becaufe all 

~is adherents were paffionately devoted to it; and to 

abandon them., ~n what they regarded as fo important an 

article, was for ever to relinqui!h their friendihip e::nd 
~ilifi:ance. But Charles had never att~ined fuch enlarged 

principles. He eftecmed bi!hops effential -to the very 

being of a chrifi:i n church; and he thought himfelf 

liou 1d, by more facred ties, than thofe of policy, or even 

pf honour, to ~he fupport of that order. His conceffions 

~hercfore, on this head, he judged fufficient, when he 

agreed, that an indulgence !hould be given ~o tender 

nation found, that there was no t:me left for relaxation or divcrfion. U pon 

application, therefore, of the fervants and apprentices, the parliam·nt 

appointed the ff'Co . d Tuefday of every month for play and recreatffin. Rujh. 
y.:;l, vit, p. 460. Pf/hitlvcke, p. ::1.47. But the le inftitutiom, they founl 

t;reat difficulty 'to execute; and the people were refolved to be merry when 

they pleaftd, not when the parl 1ammt lliould prefcribc to them, The keep

ing of Chrifimas holy-days was long a gr~Jt mark of malignancy, and very 

feverely cenfured by the commons. Wbitlocke, p. z86. Even mincrd pyes, 

which cuflom hact ma~.e a Chriflmas diih among the chiJrchmen, was re• 

garded~ during that feafon, as a profane and fuperftitious viand by the fdta. 

ries; though at other times it agFeed very well with their fiomZ!chs. In the 

parliamentary ordinance too, for the obfervance of the fabbath, they inferted 

a claufe for die ta~ing down of may-poles, which they called a heathenilh 

vanity. Since we are u~,>on this fubjeCl:, it may not be amifs to mention, 

that, befide fetting apart Sunday for the ordinances, as they called them, 

the godly .had reg,ular meetings on t~e Thurfdays for refolving cafes of con

fcience, and conferring about thdr progrefs in grace. What they were 

chiefly an~ious about, was the fixing the precife moment of their converfion 

or new birth ; and whoever could not afcertain fo difficult a po1nt of calcu· 

~ation, could not pretend to any title to faintihip. The profane fcholars at 

Oxfcrd, after the parliament became mafters of that town, gave to the 

houfe, in which the zealots affembled, tne denomination of Scruple-Shop: 

The zealots, in their turn, infulted the fcholars and profeffors; and, in· 

truding into the place of leCl:ures, declaimed againfi human learning, and 

challenged the moft knowing of them t~ prove that their calling was from 

Chrifi. See Wood's Fafii Oxonienfes, P· 740. 

VoL. VII. D confciences 
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C H A P. confciences with regard to ceremonies; that the bifhop$ 
LVJI, . ·n·n.· d. . . h 
~ fhould exercife J10 aCl: of JUri~UiCtlOn Or Or . tnatiOn, Wit ~ 

1645· out the confent and counfel of fuch prefbyters as fhoul4 
be chofen by the dergy of each diocefe; that they fuould 
refide conftantly in their diocefe, and be bound to preach 
every Sunday; that pluralities be abolifued ; that abufes 
in ecclefia{tical courts be redreffed; and that a hundred 
thoufand pounds be levied from the bifuops' efrates and 
the chapter lands, for payment of debts contraCl:ed by ' 
the parliament r. Thefe conceffions, though confider
able, gave no fatisfaetion to the parliamentary commif
fioners ; and, without abating any thing of their rigor on 
this head, they proceed~d to their demands with regard 
~o the militia. 

THE king's partizans had all along maintained, tha~ 
the fears and jealoufies of the parliament, after the fecu
rities fo early and eafily given to public liberty, were 
either feigned or groundlefs; and that no human infti
tution could be better poized and adjufred, than was now 
the government of England, By the abolition of the 
ftar-chamber and court of high commiffion, the preroga
~ive, they faid, has lofr all that coercive power, by which 
it had former~y fuppreffed or e~dangered liberty: By the 
dtablifhme~t of triennial parliaments, it can have no 
leifure to acquire new powers, or guard itfelf, during any 
time, from the infpeetion of that vigilant affembly : By 
the flender revenue of the crown, no king can ever attain 
fuch influence as to procure a repeal of thefe falutary 
ftatutes: And while the prince commands no mercenary 
forces, he will in vain, by violence, attempt an infringe
~ent of laws, fo clearly defined by means of late dif
putes, and fo paffionately cherifhed by all his fubjetl:s. 
In this fituation furely, the nation, governed by fo vir
tuous a monarch, may, for the prefent, remain in tran-

quilllty~ 
, '. '\ 
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quillity, and try, whether it be not poffible, 
ful arts, to elude that danger, with which, 
tended, its liberties are frill threatened. 

by peace- c H A P. 
. . LVII. 
It 1s pre- "'-'"v--J 

BuT though the royalifis infifred on thefe plaufible 
topics, before the commencement of war, they were 
obliged to own, that the progrefs of civil commotions 
had fomewhat abated the force and evidence of this rea
foning. If the power of the militia, faid the oppofite 
party, be entrufred to the king, it would not now be dif
ficult for him to abufe that authority. By the rage of 
intefi:ine difcord, his partizans are enflamed into an 
extreme hatred againft their antagonifts; and have con~ 
traeted, no doubt, fome prejudices againft popular privi
leges, which, in their apprehenfion, have been the fource 
of fo much diforder. Were the arms of the ftate, there
fore, put entirely into fuch hands; what public fecurity, 
it may be demanded, can be given to liberty, or what 
private fecurity to thofe, who, in oppofition to the letter 
of the law, have fo gcnerou!ly ventured their lives in its 
defence? In compliance with this apprehenfion, Charles 

offered, that the arms of the ftate fuould be entrufted, 

during three years, to twenty commiffioners, who ihould 
be named, either by common agreement between him 
and the parliament, or one half by him, the other by the 
parliament. And, after the expiration of that term, he 
infifted, that his conftitutional authority over the militia 
1hould again return to him g. 

THE parliamentary commiffioners at firft demanded~ 
that the power of the fword fhould for ever be entrufted 

to fuch perfons, as the parliament alone 1hould appoint h : 

But afterwards, they relaxed fo far, as to require that 
authority only for feven years ; after which, it was not 
to return to the king, but to be fettled by biB, or by 
~Qmmon agreement between him and his parliament i, 

b Ibid. p. 7.91. 1 Ibid. P• bo. 

D~ The 
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c H A P. The king's commiffioncrs a!ked, Whether jealoufies and 
~~ fears were all on O!le fide, and whether the prince, from 

1645. fuch violent attempts and prctenficns as he had experi
enced, had not, at leait, as great reaion to entertain 
appr--henfions for his authority, as they for th(.ir liberty? 
Vl.1cthcr th~re were any equity, in tecuring only one 
party, and leaving the other, dunng the fpace of fevcn 
years, entirely at the mercy of t11eir enemies ? W ether, 
if unlimi~ecl rower were entruficd to the parliament 
during fo long a perioJ, it .would not be cafy for them to 
fra 1e the fubfcquent bill i11 the manr er mo:fl: a' reeable to 
thcmfelvcs, and kec>p for ever poffeiE.on of the fword, as 
well a~ of every article of civil power and jurifJiB:ion k! 

THE tru:.h ;s, after the commencement of war, it was 
very difficult, if not impoffiblc, to find iecurity for both 
parties, efpccially for that of the parliament. Amid:fl 
fuch violent animofities, power alone could enfure fafety; 
anJ the power of one fide was necefi1.rily attended with 
d::Ingcr to the other. Few or no infranccs occur in hif
tory of an equal, peaceful, and durable accommodation

1 

that has been concluded between two factions, wh1ch 
have been enflamed into civil war. 

\VITH regard to Ireland, there were no greater hopes 
of agreement between the parties. The parliament de
manded, that the truce with the rebels ihould be declared 
Jwil; that the management of the war fuould be given 
O\er entirely to the parliament; and that after the con
~uefr of Ireland, the nomination of the lord lieutenant 
and of the judges, or in other words, the fovereignty of 
!hat kingdom, ihould likewife remain in thur hc..rlJs • 

\V HAT rendered a peaceful accommo J atiou more clef
per ate was, that the demands on tnefe three heads, 
however exorbitant, were acknowledged, by the parlia
nlcntary commiffioners, to be nothing but preliminaries. 

k Dugdale, p. 877, 

After 
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After all t efc ~ere granted, it would be nc .... " ft'ln,· to C H A P. 
- l VII 

proceed to the difcuffion of thofe other d~mand , frill t.../"V 

mor exorbi ant, .vhich, a little before, had been tranf- ' 6
4 • 

mitred to he King at Oxford. Such ignominious terms 

were tht.rt,; i tfiileu on, as worfe could fcarcely be de

manded, were Charles totally Yanqui!hed, a prifoners 

and in chains. The king was required to attaint and 

except from a general p~rdon, forty of the mofl: confider-

able of his Englifh fubjecl:s, and nineteen of his Scotch, 

together with all popi!h recufants in both kingdoms, 

who had borne arms for him. It was inftHccl, that forty-
eight more, with all the member~ who haJ fat in either 
houfe at Oxford, all .twyr rs and Jivin s who had em-

braced the king's p:trty, fhoulu be rendered incapable of 

any office, be for Jid the exercife of their profeffion, be 
prohibited from coming within the verge of the court, 

and. forfeit the third of their efiates to the parliament. It 

was required, that whoever had borne arms for the king, 

fhould forfeit the tenth of their eflate~, or if that did not 

fuHicc, the fixth, for the payment of public debts. As 

if royal authority were not fufficiently annihilated by fuch 
terms, it was Jemanded, that the court of wards fuould 

be aboliihed; th:l.t all the confidcrable officers of the 

crown, and all the judges, fhould b~ appointed by par

liament; and that the right of pe..1 c anc w:1r fh:::>uld not 

be exercifed without the confent of tbat affembly m. The 

pref1yterians, it rr.uft b~ confelid, after inlifling 011 fu~.:h 

conditions, differed only in words from the Jndcpcndcnts, 

who required the eftabliflnnent of a pure republic. When 

the debates had been (:arried on to no purpofc, during 
twenty days, among the comm . .flic.ncrs, they fi•parated, 

and retur~ed; thofe of the king, to Oxford, thofe oi t e 

parliament, to London. 

111 Ruih, vol. vi. p. Sso. Dugdale, p. 737• 
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c H A P, A LITTLE before the commencement of this fruitlefs 
LVII. , treaty, a deed was executed by the parliament, which 
~ proved their determined refolution to yield nothing, but 

to proceed in the fame violent and imperious manner 1 

with which they had, at firfr, entered on thefe dangerous 
Execution enterprizes. Archbi!hop Laud, the moft favoured minif
of La\ld. ter of the king, was brought to the fcaffold; and in this 

infrance, the public might fee, that popular affemblies, 
as, by their very number, they are, in a great meafure, 
exempt from the refiraint of fhame, fo,. when they alfo 
overleap the bounds of law, naturally break out intQ 
acts of the greatefr tyranny and injuftice. 

FRoM the time, that Laud had been committed, the 
houfe of commons, engaged in enterprizes of greater 
moment, had found no leifure to finifh his impeachment; 
and he had patiently endured fo long an imprifonment,. 
without being brought to any trial. After the union with 
Scotland, the bigottcd prejudices of that nation revived 
the like fpirit in England;· and the fectaries refolved to 
gratify their vengeance in the puni!hment of this prelate,. 
who had fo long, by his authority, and by the execution 
of penal laws, kept their zealous fpirit under confine
ment. He was accuied of high treafon,. in e.ndeavouring 
to fubvert the fundamental laws, and of other high 
crimes and mifdemeanors. The fame illegality of an 
accumulative crime and a confrructive evidence, which 
appeared in the cafe of StrafFord ; the fame violence and 
iniquity in conducting the trial, are confpicuous through .. 
out the whole courfe of this profecution. The ground
tefs charge of popery,. though belied hy his whole life 
and conduct, was continually urged againft the prifoner;.. 
and every error rendered unpardonable by this imputation~ 
which was fuppofed to imply the height of all enor
mities. " This man, my lords," faid ferjeant Wilde,. 

conclu.di~ 
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concluding his long fpeech againft him, " is like N aa- C ~v~. P. 

" man the Syrian; a great man, but a leper n." ~ 

WE fhall not enter into a detail of this matter, which, 1645
• 

~t prefent, feents to admit of little controverfy. It fuf-

fices to fay, that, after a long trial, and tht! examlnati~n 

of above a hundred and fifty witneffes, the commons 

found fo little likelihood of obtaihing a judicial fentence 

againfr Laud, that they were obliged to have recourfe to 

their legiilative authority, and to pafs ari ordinance for 

taking away the life of this aged prelate. Notwith· 

ftanding the low condition, into which the houfe of 

peers were fallen, there appeared fome intention of re• 

jecting this ordinance; and the popular leaders were 

again obliged to apply to the multitude, and to extin-

guifh, by threats of new tumults, the fmall remains ot 

liberty, poffeffed by the upper houfe. Severi peers alone 

voted in this important q uefrion. The rcfr; either from 

thame or fear, took care to abfent themfelves o. 

LAun, who had behaved during his trial with fpirit 

and vigor of genius, funk not under the horrors of his 

execution; but though he ufually profeffed himfelf appre• 

henfive of a violent death, he found all his fears to be 

diffipated before that fuperior courage, by which he was 

animated. " No one/' faid he, " can be more willing 

" to fend me out of life, than I am defirous to go." 

Even upon the fcaffold, and during the intervals of his 

prayers, he was harraffed and molefred by Sir John Clot

worthy, a zealot of the reigning fell:, and a great leader 

in the lower houfe : This was the time he chofe for ex

amining the principles of the dying primate, and tre

paning him into a confeffion, that he trufred, for his fal

vation, to the merits of good works, not to the death of 

..... he Redeemer P. Having extricated himfelf from thefc 

11 Ru(h, vol. vi. p. 830. Q Warwick, p. 169. 

P Ruth. vol. vi. p. 838, 839. 

D + theo· 
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c H A P. theological toils, the archbilhop laid his head on tlu .. 
~block; and it was fevere,l from the body at one blow q• 

1645. Thofc religious opinions, for which he fuffered, con
tributed, no doubt, to the courage and conftancy of his 
end. Sincere, he undoubtedly was, and however mif
guided, actuated by pious motives in all his purfuits; 
and it is to be regretted, that a man of fuch fl>irit, who 
conducted his cnterprizes with fo much warmth and 
indufrry, had not entertained more enlarged views, and 
embraced principles more favourable to the general hap
pinefs of fociety. 

THE great and importa:nt advan tage,. which the party 
gaineJ by StrafFord's i!eath, may, in fomc degree, palli
ate the iniquity of the fente•1ce pronounced againfr him: 
But the execution of this old infirm prelate, who had fo 
long remained an inoffenfive prifoner, can be afcribcd to 
nothing but vengeance and bigotry in thofe feverereligion
ifis, by whom t~e parliament was entirely governed. 
That he deferved a better fate was not que:llioncd by any 
rcafonable man : 1"'he degree of his merit, in other 
refpects, was difputed. Some accufed him of recom

mending fl.aviD1 doctrines, of promoting perfecution, and 
of encouraging fup .. rfl:ition; while others thought, that 
his conduCt, in thefe three particulars, would admit of 
apology and extenuation. 

'THAT the letter of the law, as much as the moft 
flaming court-fermon, inculcates paffive obedience, is 
very apparent: And though the fpirit of a limited go
vernment feems to require, in extraordinary cafes, fomc 
mitigation of fo ri ~:orous a doctrine; it muft be con
feffed, that t~e preceJing genius of the Engliih confl:i .. 
tution had rendered a mifrake in this particular very natu
ral and excufable. To inflict death at 1eaft on thofe, 
who dcp:1rt from the exact line of truth in tl.cfe nice 

q ath of ]\lly, 
,..,. 

G_uenwns; 
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quefiian~ ; fo far from being favourable to national C H A P. 
LVII. 

liberty; favours firongly of the fpirit of tyranny and V' 

profcription. I6"ts· 

ToLERATION had hitherto been fo little the principle 

of any chriftian feCl:, that even the catholic ; the rem

nant of the religion profefTed by their anceftors, could 
not obtain from the Englifh the leaft indulgence. 'rhis 

very houfc of commons, in their famous remonfl:r:mce, 

took care to juftify themfelves, as from the highefi impu
tation, from any intention to relax the golden reins of 

difCipline, as they called them, or to grant any tolera

tion r : And the enemies of the church were fo fair from 

the beginning, as not to lay claim to liberty of confcience, 
which they called a toleration for foul rr urdcr.. They 

openly challenged the fuperiority, and even menaced the 
cftabliihcd church with that perfecution, which they after

wards exercifed againft her with fuch feverity. And if 

the quefiion be confidered in the view of policy; though 

a feCl:, already formed and advanced, may, with good 

reafon, demand a toleration ; what title had the puritans 

to this indulgence, who were jufr on the point of fepa

ration from the church, and whom, it might be hoped, 
fome wholfome and legal feverities would frill retam in 
obedience s ? 

"\VHATEVER ridicule, to a philofophical mind, may 

be thrown on pious ceremonies, it mull be confe!lcd, 
that, during a very religious age, no infiitutions can be 
more advantageous to the rude multitude, and tend more 
to mollify that fierce and gloomy fpint of devotion, to 

which they are fubjecr. Even the Englifu church, though 
it had retained a fhare of popifh ceremonies, may juftly 

be thought too naked and unadorned, and fi:ill to ap

proach too near the abfiraCl: and fpiritual religion of the 
puritans. Laud and his a!fociates, by reviving a few 

+ Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 705. s See note [A] at the end of the volume. 

primitive 
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~ H A P. primitive infritutions of this nature; corrected the error 
~ of the firfr reformers, and prefented, to the affrightened 

•645. and aftonifhed mind, fome fenfible, exterior obfervances~ 
whi'ch might occupy it during its religious exercifes, and 
abate the violence or' its difappointed efforts. The 
thought, no longer bent on that divine and myfterious 
effence, fo fuperior to the narrow capacities of mankind, 
was able, by means of the new model of devotion, to 
relax itfelf in the contemplation of pictures, pofl:ures, 
vefrments, buildings; and all the fine arts, which minif
ter to religion, thereby received additional encouragement. 
The primate, it is true, conducted this fcheme, not with 
the enlarged fentiments and cool reflection of a legiflator, 
but with the intemperate zeal of a fetl:ary; and by over
looking the circumfrances of the times, ferved rather to 
enflame that religious fury, which he meant to reprefs. 
But this blemifh is more to be regarded as a general 
imputation on the whole age, than any particular failing 
of Laud's; and it is fufficient for his vindication to 
obferve, that his errors were the mofr excufable of ail 
thofe, which prevailed during that zealous period. 
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C H A P. LVIII. 

Montrofe's viftories--~he new model of the army 

-Battle of Nafeby--Surrender of Briflol 

-'Ihe weft conquered by Fairfax--Defeat of 

Montrofe-Ecclfjiaftical affairs--King goes to 

the Scots at Newark-End of the war-

King delivered up by the Scots. 

W HILE the king's affairs declined in England, cHAP. 

fome events happened in Scotland, which feemed LVIII. 

to promife him a more profperous iffue of the quarrel. ~ 

BEFORE the commencement of thefe civil diforders, Montrofe•1 

the earl of Montrofe, a young nobleman of a difiin- vidorics. 

guifued family, returning from his travels, had been 

introduced to the king, and had made an offer of his fer ... • 

vices; but by the infinuations of the marquefs, after-

wards duke of Hamilton, who poffeffed much of Charles's 

confidence, he had not been received with that difrinc-

tion, to which he thought himfelf ju!l:ly intitled t. Dif-

gufied with this treatment, he had forwarded all th_e 

violence of the covenanters ; and agreeably to the natu ... 

ral ardour of his genius, he had employed himfelf, dur-

ing the firfi Scottiih infurrection, with great zeal as well 

as fuccefs, in levying and conducting their armies. Being 

commdiioned by the Tables to wait upon the king, while 

the royal army lay at Berwic, he was fo gained by the 

civlliues and careffes of that monarch, that he thence-

forth devoted himfelf entirely, though fecretly, to his 

fervice, and entered into a clofe correfpondence with 

t Nalfon-1 Intr, P• 6~. 

:him, 
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c H A P, him. In the fecond infurreClion, a great military corn
~ man<.l was entrufte l to him by the covenanters ; and he 
~645. was the firft that pafied the 'Tweed, at the hca.d of their 

troops, in the invafion of England. He found means, 
however, foon after to convey a letter to the king: And 
by the infidelity of fome about that prince; Hamilton, 
as was fu 'peeted; a copy of this letter was {ent to Leven, 
the Scotch general. Being accufed of treachery, and a 
correfpondence with the enemy, Montrofe openly avowed 
the letter ; and afkcd the generals, if they dared to call 
their fovere1gn an enemy : And by this bold and mag
nanimous behaviour, he efcaped the danger of an imme
diate p:-ofecution. As he was now fully known to be of 
the ro}Tal party, he no longer concealed h 's principles; 
and he endeavoured to draw thofe, \vho had entertained 

' like fentiments, into a bond of affociation for his maftcr's 
fervice. Though thrown i11to ptifon for this enterprize 1, 

and detained fomc time, he was not difcour::.;g d; but 
.frill continued, by his countenance and protection, to 
infufe fpirit i11to the di:lheffcd royalifts. Among other 
perfons of difrinClion, who united themfclves to him, 

was lord Napier of l\.1erchifi:on, fon of the famous in
ventor of the logarithms, the perfon to whom the title 
of a GREAT MAN is more juftly due, than to at. y other, 
whom his country ever produced. 

THERE was in Scotland another party, who, profeffing 
equal attachment to the king's fervice, pretended only to 
differ with l\1ontrofe about the means of attaining the 
fame end; and of that party, duke Hamilton was the 
leader. This nobleman had caufe to be extremely de
voted to the king, not only by reafon of the connexion of 

u It :~ not improper to take notice of a mifiake committrd by Clarrndnn
1 

much to the di''·' v ntage of this gallant nobleman; that he oflcred t "k"ng, 
when his m. , v:~ s in Scotland, to aif,d1inate Argvle. All the time the 

king was in s ... otlan 1 .Mcntrof:: was ccnfined t to trifon. Rufh. \lol, vi. 
p. 980. 

blood, 
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blood, which· united him to the royal family; but en c H A P. 

h fid d r . l h. h LV 1 II. 
a'""count of t 1e great con ence an 1avour, Wit 1 w 1c '-'.---.J 

he had ever been honoured by his mafier. Be:ng accufed 1615· 

by lord Rae, not without fome appearance or probability, 
of a confpiracy againfr the king ; Charles was fo far from 

harbouring fufpicion againfi him, that, the very firfi time 
Hamilton came to court, he received him inco his bed

chamber, and paired alone the night with him w. But 

fuch was the duke's ur:happy fate or conduCt, that he 

cfcaped not the imputation of treachery to his fr;end and 
fovcreign ; and though he at laH facrificed his life in the 
king's fervice, his intct,rity and finccrity have not been 
thought by hiil:orians entirely free from blcmilh. Perhaps, 
(and this is the mofi ptob~blc opinion) the fubtilties and 

refinements of h1s conduct and his temporizing maxims, 
though accompanied with good intentions, have hen the 

chief caufe of a fufpicion, which has never yet been either 

fully proved or refuted. As much as the bold and vivid 
fpirit of lV1ontrofc prompted him to cnterprizing mea-
fures, as much was the cautious temper of Hamilton in-
clined to fuch as were moderate and dilatory. While 
tne former foretold, that rne Scottilh covenanters were 

fecretly forming an union with the Engli£h parliament, 

and incukated the necefiity of preventing them by fomc. 

vigorous undertaking; the latter frill infifi:ed, that every 

fuch attempt would precipitate them into mcafures, to 

which, otherwife, they were not, perhaps, inclined. 

After the Scotch parliament was fummoned without the 

_king's authority, the former exclaimed, that their inten-
tions were now vifible, and that, if fome unexpected 
blow was not frruck, to diffipatc them, they would ann 

the whole nation again:fl: the king; the latter maintained 

the poffibiiity of outvoting the difaft"ected party, and 
fecuring, by peaceful means, the allegiance of the ~cotch 

nation x. Unhappily for the royal caufe, Hamuton's 

w Nalfon, vol. i1. p. 683. x Clanndon, vol. iii. p. 38~, 3S1. 

R f.'l. vol. vi. p. g8o, W11hart, cap z.. 
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c H A P. reprefentations met with more credit from the king and 
LVIII. 

'--v--1 queen, than thofe of Montrofe; and the covenanters 
:645. were allowed, without interruption, to proceed in all 

their hofi:ile meafures. Montrofe then hafiened to Oxford; 
where his inveCtives agctnfi: Hamilton's treachery, con
curring with the general prepoffeffion, and fupported by 
the unfortunate event of his counfels, were entertained 
with univerfal approbation. Influenced by the clamour 
of his party, more than his own fufpicions, Charles, as 
foon as Hamilton appeared, fent him prifoner to Pen
dennis cafile in Cornwall. His brother, Laneric, who 
was alfo put under confinement, found means to make 
his efcape, and to fly into Scotland. 

THE king's ears were now open to Montrofe's coun
{els, who propofed none but the boldefi and mofi: daring:t 
agreeably to the defperate ftate of the royal caufe in Scot
land. Though the whole nation was fubjeCl:ed by the 
covenanters, though great armies were kept on foot by 
them, and every place guarded by a vigilant adminifira
tion ; he undertook., by his own credit, and that of the 
few friends, who remained to the king, to raife fuch 
commotions, as would foon oblige the malcontents to 
recal thofe forces, which had fo fenfibly thrown the ba
lance in favour of the parliament Y. Not difcouraged 
with the defeat at Marfion-moor, which rendered it 
impoffible for him to draw any fuccour from ~ngland; 
he was content to ftipulate with the earl of Antrim, a 
nobleman of Ireland, for fome fupply of men from that 
country. And he himfelf, changing his difguifes and 
paffing through many dangers, arrived in Scotland; where 

' he lay concealed in the borders of the Highlands, and 
fecretly prepared the minds of his partizans for attempt
ing fome great enterprize z. 

y Wilhart, cap. 3• 
p. 9Sz. Wi!hart, cap, i• 

z Clarendon, vaJ, v. p. 618, RutQ, vol. vi, 
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No fooner were the Irifu landed, though not exceed- C H A P. 

ing eleven hundred foot, very ill armed, than Montrofe ~ 
declared himfelf, and entered upon that fcene of action, 16

·U• 

which has rendered his name fo celebrated. About eight 
hundred of the men of Athole flocked to his ftandard. 
Five hundred men more, who had been levied by the 
covenanters, were perfuaded to embrace the royal caufe: 
And with this combined force, he haftened to attack lord 

Elcho, who lay at Perth with an army of 6ooo men, 
affembled upon t4e firfr news of the Irifh invafion. Mon
trofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided of horfe, 
ill fupplied with arms and ammunition, had nothing to 
depend on, but the courage, which he himfclf, by his 
own example, and the rapidity of his enterprizes, fhould 
infpire into his raw foldiers. Having received the fire of 
the enemy, which was anfwered chiefly with a volley of 
frones, he ruihed amidfr them with his fword drawn, 
threw them into confufion, pu£hed his advantage, and 
~btained a complete viaory, with the flaughter of two 

thoufand of the covenanters 3
• 

THIS vietory, though it augmented the renown of 
Montrofe, encreafed not his power or numbers. The 
far greater part of the kingdom was extremely attached to 

the covenant; and fuch as bore an affe[l:ion to the royal 
caufe, were terrified ~y the efrabliilied authority of tha 
oppo!itc party. Dreading the fuperior power of Argyle, 
who, having joined his vaffals to a force levied by the 
public, was approachi~g with a confiderable army; Mon~ 
trofe hafteped northwards, in order to rouze again the 
marquefs of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having 
before hafrily taken arms, had been inftantly fuppreffed by 
the covenanters. He was joined on his march by the earl 
~f Airly, with his two younger fans, Sir Thomas and 
?ir David Ogilvy : The eldeft was, at that time, a 

~ ~ft of September, 1644. Rulb, vol. vi. p. 9i3. Wilhart, cap. S• 

a prifoner 
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c H P. prifoner with the rn nJy. He attacked at Aberdeen the 
LVIII. , . 

'--·- ]0 d trley, w1o cornman ed a force of 2500 men. 
1645. After a .arp comb::rt by his undaunted courage, which~ 

in his fituation, wa.., true policy, and was alfo not un
<!Ccompanied with mil;tary ikill, ~e put the cncrny to 
fEght, and in the purft!"t d'id great execution upon them h. 

BuT by this fccond advantage, he obtained not the 
end, which he propofed. The envious nature of Bunt
ley, jealous of 1\Jlontro[c's glory, rendered him averfe to. 
join an army, where he himfe1f m-ufr be fo n uch eclipfed 
by the fuperior merit of the general. Argyle, re-inforced 
by the earl of Lothian, was behind him with a great 
zrmy: The militia of the nortliern counties, Murray~ 
Rof.s, f:aithncfs, to the nu er of sooo men, oppofed 
him in front, and guarded t -e banks of the Spey, a deep 
and rapid river. In order to elude thefe numerous armies, 
he turned afide into the hills, and faved his weak, but' 
aB:ive troops, in Badenoch. After fome marches and 
counter-marches, Argyle came up with him at Faivy
cafi:lc. This noblem.an's charaCter, though celebrate4 
for political courage and conduct, was very low for mili
tary prowefs; and after fome ikirmiihes, in which he was 
worfred, he here allowed Montrofe to efcape him. By 
quick marches, through thcfe inacceffible mountains, that 
general freed himfelf from the fuperior forces of the 
covenanters. 

SucH was the fituation of Montrofe, that very good 
or very ill fortune was equally defrruB:ive to him, and 
climiniihed his army. After every victory, his foldiers, 
greedy of fpoil, but deeming the fmallefi: acquifition to 
be unexhaufl:ed riches, deferted in great numbers, and 
went home to fecure the treafures, which they had ac
quired. Tired too, and fpcnt with hafty and long 
marches, in the depth of winter, through fnowy mololn-

b uth of September1 1644. Ruth. vol. vi. p. 983·. Wiibart, cap. 7• 

tains . 
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tains unprovided of every neceffary, they fell off, and C H A P~ 
LVHJ. 

left their general almofr alone with the Irifh, who, h~v- \..--v-o..J 

ing no place, to which they could retire, frill adhered to J64S• 

him in every fortune. 
WITH thefe, and fome reinforcement of the Athole-

men, and Macdonalds whom he had reca1lcd, Montrofe 
fell fuddcnly upon Argyie's country, and let loofe upon 
it all the rage of war; carrying off the cattle, burning 

the houfes, and p~tting the inhabitants to the fworJ. 
'rhis feverity, by which Montrofe fullied his victories, 
was the refult of private animofity againfr the chieftain, 

as much as of zeal for the public caufe. Argyle, col

lecting three thoufand men, marched in qucfr of the· 
enemy, who had retired with their plunder; and he lay 
at Innerlochy, fuppofing himfelf frill at a confiderable 
difrance from them. The earl of Seaforth, at the head 
of the garrifon of Invernefs, who were veteran foldiers, 
joined to 5000 new levied troops of the northern coun-
ties, preffed the royalifts on the other fide, and threat-
ened them with inevitable defcruB:ion. By a quick and 
unexpected march, l\1ontrofe haftened to Innerlochy, fll1d 
prefented himfelf in otder of battle, before the furprifed, 
but not affrightened, covenanters. Argyle alone, feized 
with a panic, defcrted his army, who frill maintained 
their ground, and gave battle to the royalifrs. After a 
vigorous refiftance, they were defeated, and purfued with oz.dFeJ,, 

great flaughter c. And the power of the Campbels (that 
is Argyle's name) being thus broken; the highlanders, 
who were in ·general well-affected to the royal caufe, 
began to join Montrofe's camp,· in great numbers. Sea-

, forth's army difperfed of itfelf, at the very terror of his 
name. And lord Gordo.:1; eldtfr fon of Huntlcy, having 
efcaped from his uncle Argyle, who had hitherto de
tained him, now joined Montrofe, with no contemptible 

c Ruth, \'Ol. Yi. p. 98 S• WiJhart, cap. S, 

.VoL. VII. E 
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C H A P. number of his followers, attended by his brotner, tlie 

LVIII. 
~ earl of Aboine. 

J645. THE council at Edinburgh, alarmed at Montrofe,s 
progrefs, began to think of a more regular plan of de· 
fence, againft an enemy, wnofe repeated viB:ories had 
rendered him extremely formidable. They fent for Baillie~ 
an officer of reputation, from England; and joining him 
in command with Urrey, who had again inlifted himfelf 
~mong the king,.s enemies., they fent them to the field~ 

• with a confiderable army, againft the royaiifls. Mon
trofc, with a detachment of 8oo· men, had attacked· 
Dundee, a town extremely zealou~ for the covenant: 
And having carried it by aifault,. had delivered it up to 
be plundered by his fold'iers ;. when Baillie and Urrey, 
with their whole force, were unexpectedly upon him d. 

His conduct and prefence of mind,.. in this emergence, 
appeared confpicuous, Inflantl y he called off his foldiers 
from plunder, put them in ord'er,.. fecured hi!} retreat by 
the mofi: fkilful meafures; and having marched fixty 
miles in the face of an enemy much fuperior, without 
flopping, or allowing his foldiers the Ieafl: Deep or refreih
ment, he at lafi: fecured himfelf in the mountains. 

BAII:.LIE and Urrey now di"Yided their troops, in order 
the better to conduB: the war againfi: an enemy, who fur
prifed them, as much by the rapidity of his marches, a& 

by the boldnefs of his enterprizes. Urrcy, at the headi 
vf 4000 men, met him at Alderne,. near Invernefs; and,. , 
encouraged by the fuperiority of number (for the cove
nanters were double the royalifi:s,.) attacked him in the 
poft which he had chofen... Montrofe, having placed his. 
right wing in fi:rong ground,. drew the befi: ef his forces. 
to the other, and left no main body between them; a 
defeB: which he artfully concealed, by lhowing a few 
men through the trees and bulhcs, with which that ground. 
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'Wai covered. That U rrey might have no leifure to per- c rv~r:q 
ceive the firatagem, he infiantly led his left wing to the ~ " 
charge ; and, making a furious impreffion upon the cove-

16
4S• 

nanters, drove them off the field, and obtained a com-
1 pleat vitl:ory e. In this battle, the valour of young 

Napier, fon to the lord of that name, !hone out with 

1ignallu{he . 
.BAILLIE now advanced, in order to revenge U rrey's 

difcomfiture; but, at Alfonl, he met, himfclf, with a 
like fate r. Montrofe, weak in cavalry, here lined his 
troops of horfe with infantry; and after putting the ene- • 
mies' horfe to rout, fell with united force upon their foot, 
who were entirely cut in pieces, though with the lofs of 
the gallant lord Gonion on the part of the royalifis g. 

And having thus prevailed in fo many battles, which his 
vigour ever rendered as decifive as they were fuccefsf,ll; 
he fummoned together all his friends and partizans, and 
prepared himfelf for marching into the fouthern provinces, 

· in order to put a final period to the power of the cove
nanters, and diffipate the parliament, which, ·with great 
pomp and folemnity, they had fummoned to meet at St. 

Johnfione's. 
WHILE the fire was thus kindled in the north of the 

i!land, it blazed out with no lefs fury in the fouth: The 
parliamentary and royal armies, as foon as the feafon 
would permit, prepared to take the field, in hopes of 
bringing their important quarrel to a quick decifion. The 
paffing of the felf-denying ordinance had been protracted 
by fo many debates and intrigues, that the fpring was far 
advanced before it received the fancrion of both houfes; 
(;lnd i' was thought dangerous by many to introduce, fo 
near the time of aB:ion, fuch great innovations into the 
army. Had not the punB:ilious principles of Effex 

e Rufu. vol. vii. p. Z~9· \Vilhart, cap. to. 
~ Ruth, vol. vii. p. U9• Wilhart, cap. 1 h 
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CH A P. engaged him, amidft all the difgufts which he received, 
LVIII. · 1 1· h" 1 '--"v---1 to pay implicit obedience to t 1e par 1ament; t IS a tera .. 

1 645: tion had not been effccred without fome fatal accident : 
Since, notwithfranding his prompt rcfignation of the 
command, a mutiny was generally apprehended 11 • Fair
fax, or more properly fpeaking, Cromwel under his 
name, introduced, at lafr, the new model into the army, 
and threw the troops into a different fhape. From the 
fame men, new regiments and new companies were 
formed, different officers appointed, and the whole mili
tary force put into fuch hands, as the independents could 
rely on. Befides members of parliament who were ex
cluded, many officers, unwilling to ferve under the new 
generals, threw up their commiffions; and unwarily faci
litated the projetl: of putting the army entirely into the 
hands of that faction. 

THOUGH the difcipl ine of the former parliamentary 
army was not contemptible, a more exacl: plan was intro
duced, and rigoroufly executed, by thefe new commanders. 
Valour indeed was very generally diffufed over the one 
party as well as the other, during this period: Difcipline 
-alfo was attained by the forces of the parliament: But the 
perfeCl:ion of the military art, in concerting the general 
plans of action, and the operations of the field, feems 
:frill, on both fides, to have been, in a great meafure, 
wanting. Hifrorians at leafr, perhaps from their own 
ig.r:orance and inexperience, have not remarked any 
thing but a headlong impetuous conducr; each party 
hurrying to a battle, where valour and fortune chiefly 
determined the fuccefs. ·rhe o-reat ornament of hifrory r b 7 

during thefe reigns, are the civil, not the military tram
actions. 

New rr.ode'l NEvER furely was a more fingular army afrembled~ 
! the army. than that which was now fet on foot by th~ p:~.rliament. 

h Rulh. vol, vii, p, u6
1 

a 7, 

• 
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To the greatefl: number of the rcQ:iments, chaplains were C H A p. 
, LVIH. 

not :1ppointed: The officers afrumed the fpiritual duty, ... ,-v---.J 

,and united it with their military 'funetions. During the J6 iS• 

intervals of aCtion, they occupied themfelves in fermons, 

prayers, exhortations ; and the fame emulation, there, 

attended them, which, in the field, is fo necdfary to 
fupport the honour of that profefiion. Rapturous ecftafies 
fupplied the place of ftudy and refleCtion; and while the 
zealous devotees poured out their thoughts in unpremedi-
tated harangues, they miftook that eloquence, which, to 
their own furprizc, as well as that of others, flowed in 
upon them, for divine illuminations, and for illapfes of 

the Holy Spirit. Wherever they were quartered, they 

excluded the minifter from his pulpit; and, ufurping his 
place, conveyed their fentiments to the audience, with all 
the authority, which followed their power, their valour, 

and their military exploits, united to their appearing zeal 

and fervor. The private foldiers, feized with the fams 
fpirit, employed their vacant hours in prayer, in perufing 
the Holy Scriptures, in ghoftly conferences; where they 
compared the progrefs of their fouls in grace, and mu tu• 
ally ftimulated each other to farther advances in the great 
work of their falvation. When they were marching to 
battle, the whole field refoundcd, as well with pfalms 
and fpiritual fongs adapted to the occafion, as with the 
inftruments of military mufic i; and every man endea

voured to drown the fenfe of prefent danger, in the pro-
fpeB: of that crown of glory, which \\'as fet before him. 
In fo holy a caufe, wounds were cR:eemed meritorious; · 
death, martyrdom; and the hurry c..nd dangers of atl:ion, 
infread of baniihing their pious vifions, ferved rather to 
imprefs their minds more firongly with them. 

THE royalifts were defirous of throwing a ridicule on 
this fanaticifm of the parliament=try armies, without ~e .. 

i Dugdalc, p. 7• Ru!h, vol, vi. p. 2h. 

E 3 in~ 



54 HISTORY OF GREA'r BRITAIN. 

c H A P. ing fenfible how much reafon they had to apprehena its 
LVlll. h ~dangerous confequences. The forces, affembled by t e 

· ~~45· k · ng at Oxford, in the wefi, and in other places, were 
equal, if not fuperior, in number, to their adverfaries; 
but actuated by a very different fpirit. That licence, 
which had been introduced by want of pay, had rifen to 

a great height among them, and rendered them more 
formidable to their friends than to their enemies. Prince 
Rupert, negligent of the people, fond of the foldiery, 
had indulged the troops in unwarrantable liberties: Wil .. 
·root, a man of diffolute manners, had promoted the fame 

fpirit of diforder: And the licentious Goring, Gerrard, 
Sir Richard Granville, now carried it to a great pitch of 
enormity. In the wefi efpecially, where Goring corn .. 
mandcd, univerfal fpoil and havoc were committed; and 
the whole country was laid wafie by the rapine of the 

army. All difiinction of parties being in a manner 
dropped; the mofi devoted friends of the church a1_1d 
monarchy wiihed there for fuch fuccefs to the parliamen ... 

tary forces, as might put an end to thefe oppreffions. 
The country people, defpoiled of their fubfiance, flocked 
together !n feveral places, armed with clubs and fiaves; 
and though they profeffed an enmity to the foldiers of 
both parties, their hatred was in mofi places levelled 

chiefly againfi the royalifis, from whom they had met 
with the worfi treatment. Many thoufands of thefe tu
multuary peafants were affembled in different parts of 
England; who defrroyed all fuch fl:raggling foldiers as 
they met with, and much infefied the armies k. 

THE difpofition of the forces on both fides·, was as 
follows: Part of the Scottilh army was employed in tak
ing Pomfret, and other towns in Y orkfhire : Part of it 
beiieged Carliile, valiantly defended by fir Thomas Glep.~ 

k RuiJJ, vol. vii, p. 52, 61, 6:z.. Whitloeke, P• lJO, IJI, 133, JjS~ 
Clarcndon, vol. v. p. 665. 
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ha1n. Chefl:er, where Biron commanded, had long been C H A Pr 

blockaded by fir William Brereton ; and was reduced to ~~ 

great difficulties. The king, being joined by the princes, JfiH• 

Rupert and Maurice, lay at Oxford, with a confiderable 

army, about I 5,000 men. Fairfax and Cromwel were 

poftcd at Windfor, with the new modelled army~ about 

22,000 men. Taunton, in the county of Somerfet, 

defended by Blake, fuffered a long fiege from Sir Richard 

Granville, who commanded an army of ab<!>ut 8ooo 

men ; and though the defence had been obftinate, the 

garrifon was now reduced to the laft extremity. Goring 

commanded, in the weft, an army of nearly the fame 

number 1• 

ON opening the campaign, the king formed the projeC; ' 

()f relieving C hefter; Fairfax, that of relieving Taun

ton. The king was firft in motion. When he advanced 

to Draiton in Shrop{hire, Biron met him, and brought 

intelligence, that his approach had raifed the fiege, and 

that the parliamentary army had withdrawn. Fairfax, 

having reached Sali!bury in his road weftward, received 

orders from the committee of both kingdoms, appointed 

for the management of the war., to return and lay fiege 

to Oxford, now expofed by the king's abfence. He 

obeyed, after fending colonel W eldon to the weft, with 

a detachment of 4000 men. On Weldon's approach, 

Granville, who imagined that Fairfax with his whole 

~rmy was upon him, raifcd the fi.ege, and allowed this 

pertinacious town, now half t4ken and half burned, to 

re<:eive relief: But the royalifrs, being reinforced with 

3000 horfe under Goring, again advanced to Taunton, 

and !hut up \V eldon, with his fmall army, in that rui

nous place m. 

THE king having effected his purpofe with regard to 

Chefi:er, returned fouthwards ; and, in his way, fat down 

i RuJh. vol. vii • . p. 1S, rg, &c. m I4id. P• :tS. 

E 4· before 
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C H A P. before Leicefrer, a garrifon of the parliament's. Having LVIII. , 
'---.r--1 made a breach in the wall, he frormed the town on all 

I6of$, fides; and, after a furious affault, the foldiers entered 

Jlattle of 
Nafeby. 

-fword in hand, and committed all thofe diforders, to 
whic. their nat~ral violence, efpecially when enflamed 
by refi:ltance, is fo much additl:ed n. A great booty was 
taken and difiributed among them : Fifteen hundred pri
foners fell into the king's hands. This fuccefs, which 
fir~ck ~ great terror into the parliamentary party, deter
mined Fairfax to leave Oxford, whic~ he was beginning 
to approach; and he marched to\vards the king, with a~ 
intention of offering him battle. The king was advanc
ing towards Oxford, in order to raifc the fiege, which, 
he apprehended, was now begun ; and both armies, ere 
they were aware, had advanced within fix miles of each 
other. A council of war was called by the king, in order 
to deliberate concerning the meafures, which he fhould 
now purfue. On ~he one h(!,nd, it feemed more prudent 
to delay the combat; becaufe Gerard, who lay in Wales 
with 3000 men, might be enabled, in a little time, to 
join the army; and Goring, it was hoped, would foon 
be mafrcr of Taunton, and having put the weft in full 
fccu~ity, would then unite his forces to thofe of the king, 
and give him an incontcfrible fuperiority; over the enemy. 
On the other hand, pri1 ce Rupert, whofe boiling ardour 
frill pulhed him on to battle, excited the impatient hu
mour of the nobility and gent:-y, of which the army was 
full ; and urged the many difficulties, under which the 
royalifis laboured, and from w~ich nothing but a "ictory 
could relieve them: The refolution was taken to give 
battle to Fairfax; and the royal army immediately a~-
vanccd upon him. 

AT N afeby was fought, with forces nearly equal, this 
peciuve and well difputcd actiop, between the king and 

n Clarendon, vQl. v. p. 65~. 

parliament .. 



C H A R u E S , :r. 7 

parliament. The main body of the royalifl:s was corn- C H A P. 
d 1 

. h" r. lf --rh . h . b . LVIII. 
mandc by t 1e kmg 1m1c : .·J. e ng t wmg, y pnnce ~ 
Rupert; the left, by Sir Marmaduke Langdale. Fair- 1645. 

fax, feconded by Skippon, pl:a.ced himfelf in the main 

body of the oppofite army: Cromwel, in the right wing: 
heton, Cromwel's fon-in-law, .in the left. The charge 
was begun, with his ufual celerity and ufual fucccfs, by 
prince Rupert. Though lreton made flout refifiance, 
and eve·n after he was n~n through the thigh with a pike, 
fiill maintained the combat, till he was· taken prifoner; 
yet vas that whole wing broken, and purfued with pre ... 
cipitate fury: by Rupert: He was even fo inconfi-
derate as to lofe time in fl!mmoning and attacking the 
artillery of the parliament, which had been left with a 
good guard of infantry. The king led on his main body, 
and difplayed, in this attion, all the condutt of a pru-
dent general, znd all the v~lour of a fro ut foldicr 0

• 

Fairfax and Skippon encountered him, and well fupported 
that reputation, which they had acquired. Skippon, be-
ing dangeroufly wounded, was defired by Fairfax to leave 
the field ; but declared that he would remain there as 
long as one man maintained his ground"· The infantry 
of the parliament was broken, and preffed upon by the 
king; till Fairfax, with great prefence of mind, brought 
up the referve and renewed the combat. I\/lean while, 
Cromwel, having led on his troops to the attack of 
Langdale, overpore the force of the royalifis, and by his 
prudence itl!proved that advantage, which he had gained 
by his valour. Having purfued the enemy about a quar-
ter of a mile, and detached fome troops to prevent their 
rallying; he turned back upon the king's infantry, and 
threw them into the utmofr confufion. One regiment 
alone preferved its order unbroken, though twice defpe-
,ately affailcd by Fairfax : . And that general, excited by 

o Whitlocke, p~ 146 •. P Rufh. vol. vii. P• 43• Whitlocke, P·•4S• 
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c f-1 A P, {o fi:eddy a refifi:ance, ordered Doyley, the captain of his · 
l.VHI. 1·r . h h' d h . f: h'l h ~ ae-guard, to give t em a t 1r c arge m ront, w 1 e e 

· l6+,s. himfelf attacked them in rear. The regiment was broken. 
Fairfax, with his own hands, killed an enfign, and, 
having feized the colours, gave them to a foldier to keep 
for him. The foldier, afterwar-ds boafl:ing that he had 
won this fpoil, was reproved by Doyley, who had feen 
the aClion; Let him r~tain that honour, {aid Fairfax, I 
have to.day acquired enough bijide q• 

PRINCE RuPER T, fenfible too late of his error, left 
the fruitlefs attack on the enemy's artillery, and joined 
the king, whofe infantry was now totally difcomfited. 
Charles exhorted this body of cavalry not to defpair, and 
cried aloud to them, One charge more, and we recover tb.e 
day r. But the difadvantages, under which they laboured, 
were too evident; and they could by no means be induced 
to renew the combat. Charles was obliged to quit the 
field, and leave the victory to the enemy s, The flain, 
on the fide of the parliament, exceeded thofe on the fide 
of the king: They loft a thoufand men; he not above 
eight hundred. But Fairfax made 500 officers prifoners, 

. and 4000 private men; took ail the king's artillery and 
ammunition; and totally diffipated his infantry: So that 
fcarce any viCtory could be more complete, than that 
which he obtained. 

AMONG the other fpoils, was feized the king's cabinet, 
with the copies of his letters to the queen, which the 
parliament afterwards ordered to be publiihed t, They 
chofe, , no doubt, fuch of them as they thought would 
reflect di11wnour on him : Yet upon the whole, the let
ters are written with delicacy and tendernefs, and give 
an advantageous idea both of the king's genius and mo
rals. A mighty fondnefs, it is true, and attachment, he 

~ Whitlocke, p. 145. r Rufh, vol. vii. p. 44• 
s Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 6;6, f 51• Walker, p, 130
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1 Clarendon, vol. iv. p, 658. 
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expre£res to his confort, and often profeffes that he never c H A ·P. 

would embrace any meafures, which fhe difapproved: But~ 

fu h declarations of civility and confidence are not always ;a64S• 

to be taken in a full literal fenfe. And fo legitimate an 

affecrion, avowed by the laws of God and man, may. 

perhaps, be excufable towards a woman of beauty and 

fpirit, even though lhe was a papift u. 

THE Athenians, having intercepted a letter written 

by their enemy, Philip of Macedon, to hjs wife, Olym

pia ; fo far from being moved by a curiofity of prying 

into the fecrets of that relation, immediately fent the let

ter to the queen unopened. Philip was not their fove

reign; nor were they enflamed with that violent animofity 

againfl: him, which attends all civil commotions. 

AFTER the battle, the king retreated with that body 

of horfe, which remained entire, firfl: to Hereford, then 

to Abergavenny ; and remained fome time in Wales, 

from the vain hope of raifing a body of infantry in thofe 

harraffed and exhaufted quarters. F airfax, having firfl: 17th Ju~~ 

retaken Leicefter, which was furrendered upon articles, 

began to deliberate concerning his future enterprizes. A 

letter was brought him, written by Goring to the king, 

and unfortunately entrufred to a fpy of Fairfax. Gorjng 

informed the king, that, in three weeks time, he hoped 

to be matter of Taunton ; after which he would join his 

rn2jefiy with all the forces in the weft; and entreated 

u Hearne has publiJhed the following extraa from a manufcript work of 

Sir Simon D' Ewes, who was no mean man in the parliamentary party. 

'' On Thurfday the 3oth and )aft day of this ioilant June 161.5, I went to 

H Whitehall, purpofely to fee the queen, which I did fully all the time /he 

" fat at dinner. I perceiv'd her to be a rnoft abfolute delicate lady, after I 

" had exaD!y funcy'd all the features of her face, much enliven 'd by her 

'' radiant and fpa1 kling black eyes, Befides, her deportment among her 

" women \ns fo fweet and humble, and her fpeech and looks to her o;her 

" fervants fo mild and gracious, :;s 1 could not abfiain from divers deep 

H fetched fighs, to confider, that /he wanted the knowledge of the true reli .. 

~~ zum." See .Pr f ce to the Chronide ofD11nftable1 p. 64. 
him, 
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C H A P. him, in the mean while, to avoid coming to any general LVIII. - • . 
~ aCl:ion. This letter, which, had It been fafely delivered, 

1645· had probably prevented the battle of Nafeby, ferved now 
to direct the operations of Fairfax w. After leaving a 
body of 3000 men t<;> Pointz and Ro.ffiter, with orders to 
attend the king's motions, he marched immediately to the 
well, with a view of faving Taunton, and fuppreffing 
the only conficlerable force, which now remained to the 
rJyalifrs. 

IN the beginning of the campaign, Charles, appre
b::nfive of the event, had fcnt the prince of Wales, now 

fifteen years of age, to the well, with the title of generaJ, 
and had given order , if he v:as prcifcd by the enemy, 
that he 1hou1d make his efcape into a foreign country, 
and fave one part of the royal family from the violence of 
the parliament. Prince Rupert ha.d thrown himfdf into 
Brifiol, with an inten6on of defending that important 
city. Goring commanded the army before Taunton. 

'otn July. ON Fairfax's approach, the fiege of Taunton was 
raifed; and the royalifis retired to Lamport, an open 
tow;t in the county of Somerfet. Fairfax attacked them 
in that pofr, beat them from it, kill ,d about 300 men, 
and took I 4-00 prifoncrs "· After this aav~nt~ge, he fat 
GO\vn before Bridgewater, a town efi:eemed ftrong, and of 
great confequence in tha• country. \Vhen he had entereJ 
the outer town by fiorm, \V"ndham, the governor, who 
h~d retired into the inner, immediately capitulated, and 

23a July. delivered up the place to Fairfax. The garrifon, to the 
number of 26oo men, were made prifoners of war, 

FAIRF AX, having next taken Bath and Sherborne, 
refolved to fit down before Brifl:o1, and made great pre
parations for ~n enterprize, which, from the fi:rcngth of 
the garrifon, and the reputation of prince Rupert, the 
governor, was deemed of the lafr iroportance. But, fo 

~ Ru{h~ vol. vu, p •. 49• 
x !bid, vol, vii. p. 55· 

precarioqs 
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precario~s in moft men is this quality of military courage! c H A P• 

d t: d b d . h LVlii. a poorer e1ence was not ma e y any town, unng t e ~ 
whole war; And the general expectations were here ex- 16•U• 

tremely difappointed. No fooner had the parliamentary 
forces entered the lines by fiorm, than the prince capitu-

lated, and furrendered the city to Fairfax r. A few days 
before, he had written a letter to the king, in which he 11th Sept. 

undertook to defend the place for four months, if no · 

mutiny obliged him to furrender it. Charles, who was Surrenoer 

forming fchemes, and collecting forces, for the relief of of Briftgl. 

Briftol, was afl:onifhed at fo unexpected an event, which 

was little lefs fatal to his party than the def~at at Nafe-
by z. Full of indignation, he infl:antly recalled all prince 

Rupert's commiffions, and fent him a pafs to go beyond 

fea a. 

THE king's affairs now went faft to ruin in all quar

ters. The Scots, having made themfelves mafters of 

Carliile b, after an obfiinate fiege, marched fouthwards, 
and laid fiege to Hereford ; but were obliged to raife ·it on 

the king's approach: And this was the laft glimpfe of 

fuccefs, which attended his arms. Having marched to 
the relief of Chefier, which was a-new befieged by the 
parliamentary forces under colonel J ones ; Pointz at-
tacked his rear, and forced him to give battle. While 24-~h Sept. 

the fight was continued with great obfrinacy, and viCl:ory 

fecmed to incline to the royalifrs; Jones fell upon them 
from the other fide, and put them to rout, with the lofs 
of 6oo flain and 1000 prifoncrs c, The king, with he 

remains of his broken army, fled to N evvark, and thence 

efcaped to Oxford, where he ihut himfdf up during the 

winter fcafon. 

Y Ru!h. vol. vii. p. S3. z Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 6go. W11lker, 

p. 137· a Clarendon, vol, iv. p. 695• • .:Sth of June. 

~ Rufh, vol. vii. p. JI7• 
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CH A P. THE news, which he re.ceived from all fides, were n(f 
LVIII. . 

'-'-v--J lefs fatal than thofe events, which paffed, where he h1m .. 
.riotS· felf was prefent. Fairfax and Cromwel, after the fur• 

render of Brifl:ol, having divided their forces, the former 
marched wefl:wards, in order to complete the conquefl: of 
Devonfhire and Cornwal ; the latter attacked the king's 
garrifons which lay to the eaft of Brifl:ol. The Devizes 
were furrendered to Cromwel; Berkeley cafile was taken 
l>y fiorm ; Winchefi:er capitulated ; Bafing-houfe was en
tered fword in hand : And all thefe middle counties of 
England were, in a little time, reduced to obedience 

under the parliament. 

t646· 
The weft 
conquered 
'by Fairfax. 

1tth Jan. 

Jgth Feb. 

THE fame rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs attended 
Fairfax. The parliamentary forces, elevated by pafl: 
viB:ories, governed by the moft rigid difcipline, met with 
no equal oppofition from troops, difmayed by repeated 
defeats, and corrupted by licentious manners. After 
beating up the quarters of the royalifis at Bo\'ey-Tracy, 
Fairfax fat down before Dartmouth, and in a few days 
entered it by fiorm. Poudram cafile being taken by him, 
and Exeter blockaded on all fides ; Hopton, a man of 
merit, who now commanded the royalifi:s, having ad
vanced to the relief of that town with an army of 8ooo 
men, met with the parliamentary army at Torrington; 
where he was defeated, all his foot difperfed, and he 
himfelf with his horfe obliged to retire into Cornwall. 
Fairfax followed him, and vigoroufly purfued the vic
tory. Having inclofed the royalifis at Truro, he forced 
the whole army, confiil:ing of 5000 men, chidly cavalry, 
to furrender upon terms. The foldiers delivering up their 
horfes and arms, were allowed to di!band, and received 
twenty fhillings a-piece, to carry them to their own 
houfes. Such of the officers, as defired it, had paffes to 
retire beyond fea: The others, having promifed never 

m or~ 
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tnore to bear arms, payed compofitions to the parlia- C H A p .. 

ment '', and procured their pardon e. And thus Fairfax, ~ 
after taking Exeter, which completed the conquefi of the 1646. 

wefi, marched, with his viCtorious army, to the centre 
of the kingdom, and fixed his camp at Newbury. The 

prince of Wales, in purfuance of the king's orders, re-

tired to Scilly, thence to J erfey; whence he went to 
Paris; where he joined the queen, who had Red thither 
from Exeter, at the time the earl of Efiex conducted the 

parliamentary army to the wefi. 

IN the other parts of England, Hereford was taken by 

furprize: Chefrer furrendercd: Lord Digby, who had 

attempted, with 1200 horfe, to break into Scotland and 

join Montrofe, was defeated at Sherburn, in Y orkihire~ 
by colonel Copley ; his whole force was difperfed; and 

he himfelf was obliged to Ry, firfi to the ifie of Man, 

thence to Ireland. News too arrived that Montrofe 
himfelf, after fome more fucceffes, was at lafi: routed ; 

· and this only remaining hope of the royal party finally 

extinguiihed. 

WHEN Montrofe defcended into the fouthern coun
ties, the covenanters, affcmbling their whole force, met 
him with a numerous army, and gave him battle, but 
without fuccefs, at Kilfyth f. This was the mofi: com
plete viCtory that Montrofe ever obtained. The royalifb 

put to fword fix 'thoufand of their enemies, and left the 

covenanters no remains of any army in Scotland. The 
whole kingdom was ihaken with thefe repeated fucceffes 

of Montrofe; and many noblemen, who fecretly favoured 
the royal caufe, now declared openly for it, when they 

faw a force able to fupport them. The marquefs of 

d Thef: compofitions were di'fierent, according to the demerits of the per

foR : But by a vote of the houfe they could not be under two} ears rent of tlle 
tielinquent's eftate, Journ, nth of Auguft 1648. Whitlocke, p. J6o. 

! Ruth. vot vii. p.1c8-. ~ ts,th Auguft, 164$• 

Douglafs~ 
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c H A P. Douglafs, the earls of Annandale and Hartfield, the lords 
LVIII, C · h h ~ ...J Fleming, Seton, Maderty, arnegy, Wit many ot ers, 

Defeat of 
Montrofe. 

flocked to the royal ftandard. Edinburgh opened its 
gates, and gave liberty to all the prifoners, there detained 
by the covenanters. Among the reft, was lord Ogilvy, 
fon of Airly, whofe family had contributed extremely to 
the vitl:ory, gained at Kilfyth 6, 

DA VID LE sLY was detached from the army in Eng
land, and marched to the relief of his diftreffed party in 
Scotland. Montrofe advanced frill farther to the fouth, 
allured by vain hopes, both of rouzing to arms the earls 
of Hume, Traquaire, and Roxborough, who ~ad pro .. 
mifed to join him; and of obtaining from England fome 
fupply of cavalry, in which he was deficient. By the 
negligence of his fcouts, Lefly, at Philip-haugh in the 
Forreft, furprized his army, much diminifhcd in num
bers, from the defertion of the Highlanders, who had 
retired to the hills, according to cuftom, in order to 
fecure their plunder. After a !harp conflict, where l\1on
trofe exerted great valour, his forces were routed by 
Lefly's cavalry o: And he himfelf was obliged to fly with 
his broken forces into the mountains; where he again 
prepared himfelf for new battles and new enterprizes i, 

THE covenanters ufcd the victory with rig€>ur. The-ir 
prifoners, Sir Robert Spotifwood, fecretary of fi:ate, and 
1on to the late primate, Sir Philip ·Nifoet, Sir William 
Rollo, colonel Nathaniel Gordon, Andrew Guthry, fon 
of the bifhop of lVIurray, \Villiam l\1urray, fon of the 
earl of Tullibardine, were condemned and executed. 

· The fole crime, imputed to the fecretary, was his deli
vering to Montrofe the king's commiffion to be captain
general of Scotland. Lord Ogi1vy, who was again taken 
prifoner, would have undergone the fame fate, had not 

~ Ruth. vol. vii, P· 2~0~ '-3I· w:fhart, cap. 13· 
h J 3th of Sept. 164 5• i Ru!h, vol, vii. p. z 3 r • 

hi~ 
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liis fifi:er found means to procure his efcape, by changing C H A P. 

LVI H. 
cloaths with him. For this infrance of courage and dex- '---.--J 
terity, fue met with harlh ufage. The clergy folicited 1646. 

the parliament, that more royalifrs might be exec.uted; 
but could not obtain their reque'ft k. 

AFTER all thefe repeated difa!l:ers, which every where 
befel the royal party, there remained only one hod y of 
troops, on which fortune could exercife her rigour. Lord :nd March. 

A!l:ley with a fmall army of 3000 men, chilRy cavalry; 
marching to Oxford, in order to join the king, was met 
at S towe by colonel Morg:m, and entire! y defeated ; him-
felf being taken prifoner. '' You have done your work,'' 
faid Afi:ley to the parliamentary officers; " and may now 
" go to play, unlefs you choofe t() fall out among your-
" felves 1." 

THE condition of the king; during this whole winter; 
was, to the laft degree, difaftrous and mela~choly. As 
the dread of ills is commonly more oppreffive than their 
real prefence, perhaps in no period of his life was he 
more juiHy the object of compaffion. His vigor of mind, 
which, though it fometimcs failed him in acting, never 
defcrted him in his fuffrrings, was what alone fupported 
him; and he was determined, a<3 he wrote to lord Digby, 
if he could not live as a king to die like a gentleman; 
nor fhould any of his friends, he faid, ever h'ave reafon 
to blufu for the prince, whom they had fo unfortunately 
ferved m. The murmurs of difcontented officers, on the 
one hand, harraifed their unhappy fovereign ; while they 
over-rated thofe fervices and fufferings, which, they now 

k Guthry's Memoirs. Ruih. vol. vii. p. 2.32.. I Ruth, vol. vii. 
p. l-1-t. lt was the fame Anley, who, before he charged at the battle of 
.Edgeh1ll, made ,his lhort prayer, 0 Lord! thou kr:o-:uejl how bufy I m•tfl he this 
day. If I forget thee, d~ 1;ot thou forget m::. And with that rufe up, and 

cry'd, March on, b'J·'! Warwick, p. 229. There wer· certainly much 
longer prayers faid in the parliamentary army; but I doubt, if there was fo 
eood a one. m Ca:te's Ormond, vol. tii N~. 433• 

OL. VII. F faw, 



66 HISTORY OF GREAT BRI'rAIN. 

C H A P. faw, muft, for ever, go unrewarded"· The affectionate 
LVIII. . . 

'--..--1 duty, on the other hand, of h1s more generous fnends, 
I646. who refpetl:ed his misfortunes and his virtues, as much as 

his dignity, wrung his heart with new forrow; when he 
refleCted, that fuch difinterefied attachment would fo foon 
be e~pofed to the rigour of his implacable enemies. Re
peated attempts, which he made for a peaceful and equi
table accommodation with the parliament, ferved to no 
purpofe, but to convince them, that the viCtory was en
tirely in their hands. They deigned not to make the leaft 
reply to feveral of his meffages, in which he defired a 
paffport for commi:ffioners o. At lafi:, after reproaching 
him with the blood fp1lt during the war, they told him, 
that they were preparing bills for him; and his pa:ffing 
them would be the beft pledge of his inclination towards 
peace: In other words, he muft yield at difcretion P. 

He de fired a perfonal treaty, and offered to come to Lon
don, upon rece!vmg a fafe conduCt: for himfclf and his 
attendants: They abfoiutely refufed him admittance, and 
iffued orders for the guarding, that is, the feizing of his 
perfon, in cafe he fhould attempt to vifit them q. A new 
incident, which happened in Ireland, ferved to en£ame 
the mmds of men, and to encreafe thofe calumnies, with 
which his enemies had fo much loaded him, and which 
he ever regarded as the moft grievous part of his misfor•· 
tunes. 

AFTER the ceffation with the Irifh rebels, the king 
was defirous of concluding a final neace with them, and 
obtaining their affifrance in England : And he gave 
authority to Ormond, lord lieutenant, to promife them 
an abrogation of all the penal laws, enacted againft ca
tholics; together with the fufpcnfion of Poinings' ftatute, 

n Walker, P• 147• o Rufh. vol. -..·ii. p. 215, &c. 
P Ibid. vol. vii. P· 2.T7, 219. Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 744• 
1. ~\l!h, vol. vii, p, :Z..IJ-9• Clarend0n, vol, i1•, p. 741, 

with 
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with regard to fome particular bills, which fhould be C H A P. 
LVIII. 

agreed on. Lord Herbert, created earl of Glamorgan, 1...-v--J 
(though his patent had not yet paffed the feals) having 1616• 

occafion for his private affairs to go to Ireland, the king 
confidered, that this nobleman, being a catholic and allied 
to the befr Iriili families, might be of fcrvice: He alfo 
forefaw, that farther conceffions with regard to religion 
might probably be demanded by the bigoted lriili ; and 
that as thefe conceffions, however neceffary, would give 
great fcandal to the protcfiant zealots in his three king-
doms, it would be rcquifite, both to conceal them dur-
ing feme time, and to prefervc Ormond's charaCl:er, by 
giving privately authority to Glamorgan to conclude and 
fign thefe articles. But as he had a better opinion of 
Glamorgan's zeal and affetl:ion for his fervice, than of 
his capacity, he enjoined him to communicate all his 
meafures to Ormond; and though the final concluGon of 
the treaty mufr be executed only in GJamorgan's own 
name, he was required to be direCted, in the Reps to-
wards it, by the opinion of the lord lieutenant. Gla-
morgan, bigoted to his religion, and paffionatc for the 
king's fervice, but guided in thefe purfuits by no manner 
of judgment or difcretion, fecretly, of himfelf, without 
any communication with Onnond, concluded a peace 
with the council of Kilkenny, and agreed in the king's 
name, that the Iri£h fhould enjoy all the churches, of 
which they had ever been in poffeHion, fincc the com
mencement of their infurreCl:ion ; on condition that they 
:lhould affifi the king in England with a body of ten thou-
fand men. This tranfaB::on was difcovered by accident. 
The titular archbi!hop of Tuam being killed by a fal !y 
of the garrifon of Sligo, the articles of the treaty were 
found among his baggage, and were immediately pub-
lifhed every where, and copies of them fent over to the 

F 2 Engli(h 
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c H A P. Englifb par iament r. The lord lieutenant and lord 
LVIII, n· ~ · J l 1 . h ld b ·r. d ~ 1gby, fore.eemg t 1c c amour w 11c wou e ratre 
J646. againft the kng, committed Glamorgan to prifon, charged 

him with treafon for his temerity, and maintained, that 
he had actec altogether without any authority from his 
majefiy. The Englifh parliament however neglected not 
{o favoutabh an opportunity of reviving the old clamour 
with regard to the king's favour of popery, and accufed 
him 'of delivtring ever, in a manner, the whole kingdom 
of lrelanJ b that hated feel:. The king told them, 
" That the earl of Glamorgan having made an offer 
" unto him to raife forces in the kingdom of Ireland, 
" and to conduct them into England for his majefl:y's fer
'" vice, had a commiffion to that purpofe, and to that 
" purpofe mly, and that he had no commiffion at all to 
" treat of ar.y thing elfe, without the privity and direc· 
" tion of tle lord lieutenant, much lefs to capitulate 
" any thing concerning religion, or any property belong-

' '' ing eitherto church or laity s." Though this decla
ration feems agreeable to truth, it gave no fatisfaB:ion to 
the parliament; and fome hiftorians, even at prefent, 
when the amient bigotry is fomewhat abated, are defirous 
of reprefenti1g this very innocent tranfacrion, in which 
the king was engaged by the m oft violent neceiJ1ty, as a 
fiain on the nemory of that unfortunate prince t. 

HAVING bft all hope of prevailing over the rigour of 
the parliammt, either by arms or by treaty, the only 
refource, which remained to the king, was derived from 
the inteftine :lilfentions, which ran very high among his 
enemies. Pre!byterians and independents, even before 
their vietory was fully compleated, fell into contefts about 

r Rdh. vol. vii. p. '1.39• s Bir<h, p, 119, 

t See note [B J at the end of the volume, 
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the divifion of the fpoil; and their religious as well as C H A P. 
LVIII. 

civil difputes agitated the whole kingdom. '-v---J 

T I 
. 16~6. 

HE par iament, though they had early aboli!hed 
epifcopal authority, had not, during fo long a time, fub

ftituted any other fpiritual government in its place; and 
their committees of religion had hitherto affumed the 

whole ecclefiaftical jurifdietion: But they no\\. efi:abli!hed, 
by an ordinance, the pre!byterian model in all its forms 

of congregational, cla.!Jical, prO'lJincial, and national affem- E 1 li 11 • cc e !aui• 

blies. All the inhabitants of each pari!h were ordered to ea! afi:.ir3, 

meet and chufe elders, on whom, together with the 

minW:er, was beftowcd the entire direCl:ion of all fpiri-

tual concerns within the congregation. A number of 
neighbouring pari!hes, commonly between twelve and 
twenty, formed a claffis; and the court, which governed 

this divifion, was compofed of all the miniil:ers, toge-

ther with two, three, or four elders chofen from each 
pari!h. The provincial affembly retained an infpeCl:ion 

over feveral neighbouring claffes, and was compofed en-
tirely of clergymen : The national aifembly was confti- · 
tuted in the fame manner; and its authority extended 
Qver the whole kingdom. It is probable, that the tyranny, 

exercifed by the Scotti!h clergy, had given warning not 
to allow laymen a place in the provincial or national 
~ifemblies; left the nobility and more confiderable gen-

try, foliciting a feat in thefe great ecclcfiaftical courts, 
Jhould befiow a confideration upon them, and render 

them, in the eyes of the multitude,. a rival to the parlia-
ment. In the inferior courts, the mixture of the laity 
might ferve rather to temper the ufual zeal of the clergy 11

• 

BuT though the prefbyterians, by the efiablifhment of 
parity among the ecclefiafiics, were fo far gratified, they 

~e~e ge11:ied fatisfaetion in feveral other points, on which 

• Ruth, vol. vii. p. 2.24( 
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C H A P. they were extremely intent. The affembly of divines 
LVIII. b d" . . h Th 1" ~ had voted prefbytery to e of 1vme ng t: e par 1a. 
1 Q46, ment refufed their affent to that decifion w. Selden, 

Whitlocke~ and other political reafoners, affifred by the 
independent~, had prevailed in this important deliberatwn. 
They thought, that, had the bigoted religionifrs been 
able to get their heaven I y charter recobnized, the pre!by
ters would foon become more dangerous to the magifrrate 
than had ever been the prelatical clergy. Thefe latter, 
while they claimed to themfelves a divine right, admitted 
of a like origin to civil authority: The former, chal
Jenging to their own order a celefrial pedigree, derived 
the legiflative power from a fource no more dignified than 
the voluntary affociation of the people. 

UNDER colour of keeping the facraQ1ents from profa
nation, the clergy of all chrifrian fects haq affumed, what 
they call the power of the keys, or the rig{lt of fulmi
nating e~communication. The example of Scotland was 
a fufficient leffon for the parliament to ufe precaution in 
guarding againfr fo fcvcre a tyranny. They determined, 
by a general ordinance, all the cafes in which excom• 
munication could be ufed. They allowed of appeals t<;> 

parliament from all ecclcfialtical courts. And they ap
pointed commiffioners in ev~ry province to judge of fuch 
cafes as fell not within their general ordinance x. So 
much civil authority, intermixed with the ecclefiafricai, 
gave difgufr to all the zealots. · 

BuT nothing was attended with more univerfal fcanda,l 
than the propenfity of many in the parliament towards ~ 
toleration of the protefiant fecbrics. The prefbyteria1~s 
exclaimed, that this indulgence made the church of Chrifl: 
refemble N oah's ark, and rendered it a receptacle for all 
•nclean beafts. They ii~~fred, that the leafr of ~hrifP:~ 

w Whitlocke, p. Jo6. Rulh. vol ~ vii, p. 2.Go, 26r, 
~ Rufh. yol, vii, p. zro. 
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truths was fuperior to all political confiderations r. They C H A P· 
.. d h 1 bl" . . r.db LVUJ. mamtame t e eterna o 1gat10n 1mpo1e y the covenant ~ 

to extirpate herefy and fchifm. And they menaced all 1646. 

their opponents with the fame rigid perfecution, under 

which they themfelves had groaned, when held in fub-

jeB:ion by the hierarchy. 
So great prudence and referve, in fuch material points, 

does great honour to the parliament ; and proves, that, 

notwithftanding the prevalence of bigotry and fanaticifm, 

there were many members, who had more enlarged views, 

and paid regard to the civil intcrefi:s of fociety. Thefe 

men, uniting themfelves to the enthufiafi:s, whofe genius 
is naturally averfc to clerical ufurpations, exercifed fo 
jealous an avthority over the affembly of divines, that they 
allowed them nothing but the liberty of tendering advice, 

and would not ent.ruft them even with the power of eleCl:

ing their own chairman or his fubfi:itute, or of fupplying 

the vacancies of their own members. 
WHILE thefe difputes were canvaffed by theologians, 

who engaged in their fpiritual contefrs every order of the 

frate; the king, though he entertained hopes of reaping 

advantage from thofe divifions, was much at a lofs which 

fide it would be mofi for his interefi: to comply with. The 
prefbyterians were, by their principles, the leafi: averfe to 

regal authority; but were rigidly bent on the extirpation 
of prelacy: The independents were refolute to lay the 

foundation of a republican government; but as they pre
tended not to ereCl themfelves into a national church, it 

might be hoped, that, if gratified with a toleration, they 

would admit the re-efi:abliiliment of the hierarchy. So 
great attachment had the king to epifcopal jurifdicrion, 

that he was ever inclined to put it in balance even with 

his own power and kingly office. 

Y Ruth. vol. vii. p. 308, 

F 4 Bu'l' 
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c H A P. BuT whatever advantage he might propofe to reap frorll 
LVrri. h d" "fi . h }" t h '--"v---1 t e IVllOns m t e par ramentary par y, . e wa~ appre

7 
1646. henfive, left it ihould come too late, to fave him from 

that defrruCl:ion, with which he was infrantly threatened: 
Fairfax was approaching with a po-werful and vitloriou~ 
~rmy, and was taking the proper meaf~res for laying 
fiege to Oxford, which muft infallibly fall into hi~ hands. 
To be taken captive, and led in triumph by his infolcnt 
enemies, v:.ras what Charles jufrly abhorred; and every 
infult, if not violence, was to be dreaded, from that en: 
thufi.1fiic fo!diery, who hated his perfon, and dJpifcd his 
di?nity. In this defperate extremity, he embraced a 
meafure, which, in any other fituation, might lie under 
the imputation of imprudence and indifcretion. 

!\loNTREVILLE, the French minifter, interefi-ed forth~ 
~;ng more by the narural fentiments of humanity, than' 
any infrruB-ions from his court, which fecmed rather to 
favour the parliament, had folicited the Scottifh generals 
and commiffioners, to give protection to their d1fhdfe~ 
fovereign ; and having recei red many general profeffions. 
and promifes, he had always tranfmitted thcfc, pcrh2ps 
with fome exaggeration, to the king. From his fuggef .. 
tion-:;, Charles began to entertain thoughts of leaving 
Oxford, and flying to the Srotch army, which at that 
time lay before Ncwark 7

'. He confidercd, that the 
Scottifh nation had been fully gratified in all their de
mands; and having already, in their own country, an
nihilated both epifcopacy ai1d rega,l authority, had no 

. farther conceiiions to exaCl: from him. In all difputes, 
which had p..1ffed about fctt!ing the terms of peace, the 
Scots, h~ heard, h .. d fiill adhered to the milder fide, and 
had endeavoured to !often the rigour of the Englilh par
liclmcnt. Great difgufis · alfo, on other accounts, had. 
taken place between the nations; and the Scots found, 

z Cla~endon, vol. iv. p. 750· vol. v. P• I6. 

~hat,, 
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that, in proportion as their affifrancc became lefs ncce1- C H A P. 
• ' - LVIII. 
fary, Jefs value was put upon them. The progrefs of '---v--! ' 
the iJJ.depcndents gave them great alarm ; and they we e ~646~ 
fcandali~ed to near their beloved covena~t fpoken of, 
every day, with lefs regard and reverence. The refufal 

pf a divine right to preibytery, and the infringing of 
ecclefiafl:ical difcipline from political confiderations, wer~, 

to them, the fubjeCt of much offence: And the kini 
hoped, that, in their prefent difpofition, the fight of their 
pative prince, flying to them in this extremity of diflrefs, 
~ould rouze every fpark of genero!ity in their bofom, 
~nd procure him their fav~ur and proteCtion. 

THAT he might the better conceal his intentions, 
orders were given at every gate in Oxford, for. allowing · 

~hree perfons to pafs; and in the night, the king, accom
panied by none but Dr. Hudfon and Mr. Ailiburnham, 
went out at that g:1te, which leads to London. He rode 
before a portrr.amcau, and called himfelf Afhburnham's 
fervant. He paffed through Henley, St. Alb:ms, and 
~ame fo near London as Harrow on the Hill. He once 
entertained thoughts of entering into that city, and of 
throwing himfelf on the mercy of the parliament. But 
at lafr, after paffiqg through many crofs roads, he arrived 
at the Scotch camp before Newark a. The parliament, h M , 

,Pearing of his efcape from Oxford, iffued rigorous orders, st ay. 

and threatened with infl:ant death, whoever iliould har-
bour or conceal him b. 

THE Sc?tch generals and commilfKmers affeCted great King goes 

furprize on the appearance of the king: And though they totheScotch 

paycd him all t~e exterior refpetl: due to his dignity, they ~~Ja:~. 
infl:antly put a guard upon him, under colour of protec-
tion ; and made him in reality a prifoner. They in-
formed the Englilh parliament of this unexpetl:ed inci-
~ent, and affured them, that they had entered into no 

a Rufh. vel, vii, p. ~67. ~ Whitlo~ke1 P• ~09• 
priv~t~ 
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CH A P. p. rivate treaty with the king. Thev applied to him for 
LVIII. ' J 

'--v--1 orders to Bellafis, governor of N cwark, to furrender that 
~ 1646. town, now reduced to extremity; and the orders were 

infrantly obeyed. And hearing, that the parliament laid 
claim to the entire difpofal of the king's perfon, and that 
the Englifh army was making fome motions towards them; 
they thought proper to retire northwards, and to fix their 
camp at Newcafrlc c. 

'!'HIS mcafure was very grateful to the king; and he 
began to entertain hopes of protection from the Scots. 
He was particularly attentive to the behaviour of their 
preachers, on whom all depended. It was the mode of 
that age to make the pulpit the fcene of news; and on 
~very great event the whole fcripture was ranfacked by 
the clergy, for pafiages.applicable to the prcfcnt occafion. 
The firfi minifrcr who preached before the king, chofc 
thefe words for his text. " And behold all the men of 
" Ifrael came to the king, and faid unto him, Why have 
" our brethren the men of J udah, ftolen thee away, and 
" have brought t~1e king and his houfhold, and all 
" David's men with him, over Jordan? And all the 
" men of J udah anfwered the men of Ifrael, Becaufe 
" the king. is near of kin to us; wherefore then be ye 
" angry for this rnatter ? Have we eaten at all of the 
'' king's cofi: ? or hath he given us any gift? And the 
" men of Ifi·ael anfwerecl the filen of J udah, and faid, 
" \Ve have ten parts in the king, and we have alfo more 
" right in David than ye: 'Vhy then did ye defpife us, 
'' that our advice !h0ulcl not be firfr had in bringing back 
" our king ? And the words of tlie men of J udah were 
" fiercer than the words of the men of Ifrael d." But 
the king foon found, that the happinefs chiefly of the 
allufion had tempted the preacher to employ this text, 

c Rufh. vol. vii. p. 271. Clarendon, vol. v. p. Z1· 
d :z. Sam, chap. xix, .p, 421 and 43 verks, See Clatendon, vol. v, 

P• 2.3, 24• 
and 
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and that the covenanting zealots were· no wife pacified c H A P. 

d h. A h h f h' h" L VJII. towar s tm. not er preac er, a ter reproac mg 1m "--v----1 

to his face, with his mifgovernment, ordered this pfalm 164D. 

to be fung; 

lf/hy dojl thou, tyrant, boajl thyfelf 

Thy wicked deeds to praife: 

The king ftood up, and C'llled fo.r that pfalm whiclt 
begins with thefe words, 

Have mercy, Lord, on me, I pray; 
For men would me devour: 

The good-natured audience, in pity to fallen maj~ 
:fhowed, for once, greater deference to the king than t() 
the minifier, and fung the pfalm, which the former had 
called for e. 

CH.t\RLES had very little reafon to be pleafed with his 
fituation. He pot o.nly found himfelf a prifoner, very 
!larrowly guarded : All his friends were kept at a difrance; 
fJ.nd no intercourfe, either by letters or converfation, was 
allowed him :w-ith any one, on whom he could depend, 
or who was fufpetled of any attachment towards him. 
The Scotch generals would enter into no confidence with 
him; and frill treated him with difiant ceremony and 
feigned refpeB:. And every propofai, which they made 
him, tended farther to his ~bafement and to his ruin f. 

rrHEY required him to i!fue orders to Oxford, and all 

his other garrifons, commanding their furrender to the 
parliament : And the king, fenfible that their refifrance 
was to very little purpofe, willingly complied. The 
terms, given to moft of them, were honourable; and 
Fairfax, as far as it lay in his power, was very exaB: in 

~bferving them. F :ar from allowing violence ; he would 

~ Whitlo~ke, p. '"34• f Cl:uendon1 vol. v, P• zo, 
not 
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~ H A P. not even permit infults or triumph over the unfortunate 
LVIII. . h . fc 1 .. 1 \,.r'\,""-' royalifts; and by hts generous uman1ty, o crue a CIVI 

Ji-46. war was ended, in appearance, very calmly, between the 
parties. 

0RMOND having received like orders, delivered Dub .. 
Iin, and other forts, into the hands of the parliamentary 
officers. Montrofe alfo, after having experienced frill 
more variety of good and bad fortune, threw down his 
arms, and retired out of the kingdom. 

THE marquefs. of Worceficr, a man paft eighty-four, 
was the lafr in England that fubmitted to the authority of 
the parliament. He defended Raglan cafile to extremity; 
and opened not its gates till the middle of Auguft. Four 
years, a few days excepted, were now elapfed, fince the 
king fir~ erected :his frandard at Nottingham g. So long 
had the Britilh nations, by civil and religious quarrels,. 
been occupied in £bedding t~eir own blood, and laying 
wafie their native c~untry. 

THE parliament and the Scots laid their propofals 
before the king. They were fuch as a captive, entirely 
at mercy, could expect from the moft inexorable victor: 
Yet were they little worfe than what were infifted o~ 
before the battle of Nafeby~· The power of the fword~ 
infiead of ten, which the king ~ow offered, was demande4 
for twenty years, together with a right to levy whatever 
money the parliament .lhou]d think proper for the fupport 
of their armies. The ether conditions were, in the 
main, the fame with thofe which had formerly been o1fere4 
to the king h. 

CHARLES faid, that propofals, which introduced fuc4 
important innovations in the conftitution, demanded time 
for deliberation: The commiffioners replied, that he muft 
give his anfwer in ten days i. He defirep to reafon about 

g Rulh. 1(ol. vi, p. ~93• 
P· 319, 

h lbid, p. 3og, i Ibid. vol. vii. • 
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tlie meaning and import of the terms: They informed c H A P. 

hi!D, that they had no power of debate; and required ~ 
peremptorily his confent or refufal. He requefred a per- x6-t6. 

fonal treaty with the parliament: They threatened, that, 
if he delayed compliance, the parliament would, by thci1· 
own authority, fettle the nation. 

WHAT the parliament was mofr intent upon, was not 
their treaty with the king, to whom they paid little regard; 
but that with the Scots. Two important points remained 
to be fettled with that nation; their delivery of the king, 
and the efrimation of their arrears. 

THE Scots might pretend, that, as Charles was king 

of Scotland as well as of England, they were intitlcd to 
an equal vote in the difpofal of his perfon: And that, 
in fuch a cafe, where the titles are equ::d, and the fubject 
indivifible, the preference was due to the prefent poife!for. 

The Englifh maintained, that, the king, being in Eng
land, was comprehended within the jurifdiB:ion of that 
kingdom, and could not be difpofed of by any foreign 
nation. A delicate quefi:ion this, and what furely could 
not be decided by precedent; fince fuch a fituation is not, 
any where, to be found in hi:!l:ory k. 

As the Scots concurred Vv ith the Englifh, in impofing 
Iuch fevere conditions on the king, that, notwithfranding 
his unfortunate fituation, he frill refufed to accept of 
them; it is certain, that they did not defire his freedom: 

Nor couid they ever intend to join lenity and rigor toge
ther, in fo inconfi:!l:ent a m<.nner. Before the fettlement 
of terms, the admini:!l:ration mufr be poffe!fed entirely by 

the parliaments of both kingdoms ; and how incom

patible that fcheme with the liberty of the king, is cafily 
imagined. To carry him a prifoner into Scotland, where few 
forces could be fupported to guard him, was a meafure fo 
full of inconvenience and danger, that, even if the Engli1h 

k Rulh, vola vii, P• 339• 
had 
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c H A P. had confented to it, it mufl: have appeared to the Scotch 
~ nation altogether uneligib1e : And how could fuch a plan 

l6<f6• be fupported in oppofition to England, poffeffed of fuch 
numerous and victorious armies, which were, at that 
time, or at leafl:, feemcd to be, in entire union with the 
parliament? The only expedient, it is obvious, which 
the Scots could embrace, if they fcrupled wholly to aban
don the king, was immediately to return, fully and cor
dially, to their allegiance; and, uniting thcmfclves with 
the royalifrs in both kingdoms, endeavour, by force of 
arms, to reduce the Engliih parliament to more moderate 
conditions: But befides that this meafure was full of 
extreme hazard; what was it but infrantly to combine 
with their old enemies againfl: their old friends; and in a 
fit of romantic generofity, overturn what, with fo much 
expence of blood and treafure, they had, during the 
courfe of fo many years, been fo carefully erecting? 

BuT, though all thefe reflections occurred to the Scot...-
tifh commiffioners, they refolved te prolong the difpute, 
and to keep the king as a pledge for thofe arrears, which 
they claimed from England, and which they were not 
likely, in the prefent difpofition of that nation, to obtain 
by any other expedient. The fum, by their account, 
amounted to near two millions: For they had received 
very little regular pay, fince they had entered England. 
And though the contributions, which they had levied, 
as well as the price of their living at free quarters, mufr 
be deduCl:ed; yet frill the fum, which they infifred on, 
was very confiderable. After many difcuffions, it was, 
at lafr, agreed, that, in lieu of all demands, they fuould 
~ccept of 400,000 pounds, one half to be paid infbntly, 
another at two fubfcquent payments 1• 

GREAT pains were taken by the Scots (and the Eng
lifh complied with their pretended delicacy) to make this ' 

1 Rufh, vol, vii. p. 31.6, 

6 
Pari, Hift, vol. xv, p. =.36. 
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eltimation and payment of arrears appear a quite different c H A P. 

. d . . LVIII. tranfacbon from that for the eh very of the kmg's perfon: ~.--..... 

But common fenfe requires, that they fhould be regarded I6~ 6• 
as one and the fame. The Englifh, it is evident, had 
they not been previoufly affured of receiving the king, 
would never have parted with fo conftderable a fum; and, 
while they weakened themfelves, by the fame meafure 
have frrengthencd a people, with whom they mufr after~ 
wards have fo material an interefr to difcufs. 

THus the Scottifh nation underwent, and frill undergo 
(for fuch grievous frains are not eaftly wiped off) the 
reproach of felling their king, and betraying their prince 
for money. In vain, did they maintain, that this money 
was, on account of former ferviccs, undoubtedly their 
due; that in their prefcnt fituation, no other meafure, 
without the utmofr indifcretion, or even their apparent 
ruin, could be embraced; and that, tho~gh they de
livered their king into the har:ds of his open enemies, 
they were themfelves as much his open enemies as thofe 
to whom they furrendered him, and their common hatred 
againfr him had long united the two parties in frriCl: alli
ance with each other. They were frill anfwered, that 
they made ufe of this fcandalous expedient for obtaining ' 
their wages ; and that, after taking arms, without any 
provocation, againfr their fovereign, who h«d ever loved 
and cherifheJ them, they had dcfervedly fallen into a 
fituati~n, from which they could not extricate themfeh'es, 
without either infamy or imprudence. 

THE infamy of this bargain had fuch an influence 
on the Scotch parliament, that they once voted, that 
the king fhould be proteCl:ed, and his liberty inftfred 
on. But the general a!fcmbly interpofed, and pronounced, 
that, .as he had refufed to take the covenant, which 
was pre!fed on him, it became not the godly to con
cern themfeve::. 'about his fortunes. After this de-

claration,. 
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c H A P. claration, it behoved the parliament to retraCt their. 
LVIII. t m 
~voe. 

1646• INTELLIGEN'Ct<: concerning the final refolution of the 
Scotch nation to furrender him, was brought to the king; 
and he happened, at that very time, to be playing at 
chefs"· Such command of temper did he enjoy, that he 
continued his game without interruption; and none of 
the by-ftanders could perceive, that the letter, which he 
perufed, had brought him news of any confequence. The 
Englifu commiffioners, who, fome days after, came to 
take him under their cufl:ody, were admitted to kifs his 
hands; and he received them with the fame grace and 
chearfulnefs, as if they had travelled on no other errand, 
but to pay court to him. The old earl of Pembroke in 
particular, who was one of them, he congratulated on 
his fl:rength and vigour, that he was frill able, during 
fuch a fcafon, to perform fo long a journey, in company 
with fo many young people. 

1 647• THE king, being delivered over by the Scots to the 
Ki
1
_ 'ng .}Je- Englifh commiffioners, was conduCted, under a guard, 
1vereu up 

llytbc:Scou. to Holdenby, in the county of Northampton. On his·· 
journey, the whole country flocked to behold him, moved 
pQrtly by curi !ity, partly by compaffiori and affection. 
If ail)' 11·11 ·retained r;:-.ncour againfl: him, in his prcfent 
condition, they paffed in filcnce; while his well-wi{hers, 
more g,enercl!-S than prud nt, accompanied his march with 
tears, vvi~h acclamations, and with prayers for his fafety 0

• 

·rhat ancient fuperfl:ition likewife, of defiring the king's 
touch in fcrophulous difcempers~ feemed to acquire frefh 
credit among the people, from the general tendernefs, 
which Leg:.m to prevail for this virtuous and unhappy 
n~ona!·cb. 

m Parl. Hill, vol. xv. P· z .. p, '44• n Burnet's Memoirs of the 
Han,it t - I! ~. o LuJlo ·.v1 H-;rbert. 
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THE cGmmiffioners rendered his confinement at Hol- C Hv Ar P. 
. L 11. 

den by very rigorous; difmiffing his ancient fervants, .de-~ 
barring him from vifits, and cutting off all communi- It47• 

cation with his friends or family. The p<..rliament, 
though earnefily applied to by the king, refufed to allow 
his chaplains to attend him; becaufe they had not taken 
t he covenant. The king refufed to affiil at the fervice, 
exercifed according to the direCl:ory; becaufe he had not, 
as yet, given his confent to that mode of worfhip P. 

Such religious zeal prevailed oil both fides ! And fuch 
was the unhappy and di!haCl:ed condition, to which it 
had reduced the king and people ! 

DuRING the time, that the king remained in the Scot
tilh army at N ewcafl:Ie~ died the earl of Effex, the dif
carded, but frill powerful and popular general of the 
parliament. His death, in this conjunCture, was a pub
lic misfortune. FulJy fenfible of the exccffes, to ·which 
affairs had been carried, and of the worfe eo f~quences, 
which were fii11 to be apprehended ; he had refol ved to 
conciliate a peace, and to remedy, as far as poillble, all 
thofe ills, to which, from mifiake, rather than any bad 
intentions, he haJ himfel f fo much contributed. The 
pre!bytcrian, or the mode_ratC' party among the commons, 
found themfclves confiderab]y weakened by his death: 
And the fmall remains of authority, which {till adhered 
to the houfe o"f peers, were, in a manner, wholly ex
tinguifhed <:!, 

P Clarenilon, vol, v, p. 39• Warwick, F• 19S. 
TOI. v. P· 41· 
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CHAP. LIX. 

' Mutiny of the army---cr'he king feized by ]oyce--

The army march againft the parliament---'Ihe 

army fu~due the parliament---'Ihe king flies to the 

ijle of Wight---Second civil war---Invajion from 

Scotland---cr'he treaty of Newport---'Ihe civil 

war and invafion repreffed---'Ihe king feized again 

by the army---Cf'be houfe purged---cr'he king"s 

trial---And execution---And character. .. 

CHAP. T HE dominion of the parliament was of fhort d'ura
tion. No fooner had they fubdued their fovereign~ 

than. their own fervants rofe againft them, and tumbled 
them from their flippery throne.. The facred boundaries 
of the laws being once violated, nothing remained to con
fine the wild p,rojcets of zeal and ambition. And every 
fucceffive revolution became a precedent far that which 
followed it. 

LIX. 

'--'--' 
16-H· 

IN proportion as the terror of the kingrs power di- · 
minifhed, the divifion between independent and pre!by
terian became every day more apparent ; and the neuters 
found it, at laft, requifite to feek fhelter in one or the 
other faction. !v1any new writs were iffued for eleB:ions, 
in room of members, who had died, or were difqualified 
for adhering to the king; yet frill the prefbyterians re
tained the fuperiority among the commons: And all the 
peers, except lord Say, were efteemed of that party. The 
independents~. to whom the inferior fectaries adhered, 
predominated in the army: And the troops of the new 
model were univerfally infected with that enthufiaftic 
fpirit. 1'o their affiHance did the independent party,. 

among 
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. :unong the commons, chiefly trufr, in their projeB:s for C H A p. 
LIX. acquiring the afcendant over their antagonifls. ~ 

SooN after the retreat of the Scots, the prelbyterians, 1647• 

feeing every thing reduced to obedience, began to talk of 
diminifhing the army : And, on pretence of eafing the 
public burthens, they levelled a deadly blow at the oppo-
fite faB:ion. T'hey propofed to embark a !l:rong detach-
ment, under Skippon and Maffey, for the fervice of Ire-
land : They open! y declared their intention of mt:.king a 
great reduCtion of the remainder '. It was even ima-
gined, that another new model of the army was pro-
jetted, in order to regain to the preibyterians, that fu
periority, which they had fo imprudently lofi: by the 
formers. 

THE army had tmall inclination to the fervice of Ire ... 
land ; a country barbarous, uncultivated, and laid wafle 
by maffacres, and civil commotions : They had lefs 
inclination to di{band, and to renounce that pay, which, 
having earned it through fatigues and dangers, they now 
propofed to enjoy in eafe and tranquillity. And mofi: of 
the officers, having rifen from the dregs of the people,. 
had no other profpeet, if deprived of their commiffion, 
than than of returning to languifh in their native poverty 
and obfcurity. 

THESE motives of interefi: acquired additional influ
ence, and became more dangerous to the parliament, 
from the religious fpirit, by which the army was uni
verfally animated. Among the generality of men, edu
cated in regular, civilized focieties, the fentiments of 
fhame, duty, honour, have confiderable authority, and 
ferve to counterbalance and direct the motives, derived 
from private advantage: But, by the predominancy of 
enthufiafm among the parliamentary forcesl thefe falutary 

r Fourteen thoufand men were only propofed to be kept up; 6ooo horfe, 
fiooo foot, and :zoco dpgoons. Bat:s. ~ Rulh, vol. vii. p. 564. 
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c H A P. principles loft their credit, and were regarded as mere 
LIX. h . . 1 . fl:' . fi r h 
~ uman InVentiOns, yea mora In ltUttons, tter IOr eaa 

1647• · thens than for chriftians '. The faint, refigned over to 

fuperior guidance, was at full liberty to gratify all hi 
appetites, difguifed under the ap-pearance of pious zeal. 
And, befides the ftrange corruptions engendered by this 
fpirit,. it eluded and loofened all the ties of morality, and 

gave entire fcope, and even fanB:ion to the fel:filhnefs and 

ambition, which naturally adhere ta the human mind. 

THE military confe.frors were farther encouraged in 

difobedience to- fuperiors, by that fpiritual pride, to which 

a miftaken piety is fo fubjetl:. They were not, they faid 1 

mere janizaries; mercenary troops inlifted for hire, and 
to be difpofed of at the will of their paymafters u. Reli ... 

gion and liberty were the motives, which had excited 

them to arms ; and they had a fuperior right to fee thofe 

bleffings, which they had purchafed with their blood1 

enfured to future generations. By the fame title, that 
the pre!byterians, in contradifi.inction to the roya1ifts, had 
appropriated to themfclves the epithet of the godly, or the 
well-a./felled w; the independents did now, in contradif
tinB:ion to the prefbyterians, afrume this magnificent ap· 
pellation, and arrogate all the afcendant, which naturally 

belongs to it. 
HEARING of parties in the houfe of commons,. and 

being informed, that the minority were friends to the 

army, the majority enemies; the troops naturally inter
efl:ed themfelves in that dangerous diftinction, and were 
eager to give the fuperiorhy to their partizans. What .. 

ever hardlliips they underwent, though perhaps derived 
from inevitable neceffity, were afcribed to a fettlecl defign 
of opprcffing them, and refented as an effect of the ani

mofity and malice of their adverfaries, 

t Rufh. vol. vi. P• 134• 
w lbid. Vlill. vii, p. 47i• 

• lbid, vol. vii, p. 565. 
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CHARLES I. 

1 OTWITHSTANDING tl¥! great revenue, which ac- C HXA P• 
\ LI • 

.crued from taxes, affeffments, fequefhations, and corn- \.rv""V 
pofitions, confiderable arrears were due' to the army; and 1 647• 

many of the private men, as well as officers, had near a 
twelvemonth's pay fiill owing them. The army fuf-
pecrecl, that this deficiency was purpofely contrived, in 
order to oblige them to live at free quarters; and, by ren-
dering them odious to the country, ferve as a pretence for 
pi!banding them. When they faw fuch members, as 
were employed in committees and civil offices, accumu-
.. ate fortunes, they accufed them of rapine and public 
plunder. And, as no plan was pointed out by the com-
mons for the payment of arrears, the foldiers dreaded, 
that, after they !hould be di!banded or embarked for Ire-
and, their enemies, who predominated in the two houfes., 

would entirely defraud them of their right, and opprefs 
them with impunity. 

ON this ground or pretence did the firfi commotions Mutiny of 

begin in the army. A petition, addreffed to Fairfax the the army. 

general, was handeJ about; defiring an indemnity, and 
that ratified by the king., for any irlegal atl:ions, of which, 
during the courfe of the war, the fo!diers might have 
been guilty; , together with fatisfatl:ion in arrears, free-
.dom from preffing, relief of widows and maimed foldiers, 
and pay till di!banded "· The commons, aware of what 
combufiible materials the army was compofed, were alarm-
ed at this intelligence. Such a combination, they knew, 
:if not checked in its fidt appearance, mufl: be attended 
with the mofl: dangerous confequences, and rnufr foon 
exalt the military above the civil authority. Befides furn- March 3o, 

moning fome officers to anfwer for this attempt, they 
immediately voted, that the petition tended to introduce 
mutiny, to put conditions upon the parliament, and to 
obftrucl: the relief of Ireland ; and they threatened to 

' x Parl, Hift. vol. xv. p. 342oo 

G3 proceed 



~ . 

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C H A P. proceed againfi: the promoters of it, as enemies to the 
~ ftate, and difrurbers of public peace r. This declaration, 

1647. which may be efreemed violent, efpecially as the army had 
fome ground for complaint, produced fatal effects • . The 
foldiers lamented, that they were deprived of the privi
leges of Englilhmen; that they were not allowed fo much 
as to reprefent their grievances; that, while petitions 
from Effex and other places were openly encouraged 
againfr the army, their mouths were flopped ; and that 
they, who were the authors of liberty to the nation, were 
reduced, by a faCtion in parliament, to the mofr grievous 
fervitude. 

IN this difpofition was the army found by vV arwic, 
Dacres, Maffey, and other commiffioners; who were 
{ent to make them propofals for entering into the fervice 
cf Ireland z. Infread of inlifring, the generality objected 
to the t"rms; demanded an indemnity; were clamorous 
for their arrears : And, though they expreifcd no di£I:1.tif
faetion againfr Skippon, who was appointed commandet, , 
they difcovered much fl:ronger inclination to fcrve under 
Fairfax and Cromwel a. Some officers, who were of the 
prefbytcrian party, having entered into engagements for 
this fervice, could prevail on very few of the foldiers to 
inlifr under them. And, as thefe officers lay all under 
the grievous reproach of deferting the army, and betray
jng the interefrs of their companions; the refr were far
ther confirmed in that confederacy, which they haJ fe
crctly formed ~'~. 

To petition and remonfirate being the mofi cautious 
way of conducting a confederacy, an application to par
liament was figned by near 200 officers; in which they 
made their apology vvith a very imperious air, afferted 
th~ir right of petitioning, and complained of that impu-

Y Pari. Pill. vel. xv. p. 3H• 
a lbid. vol. vii. p. 458. 

z Ru!h, vol vii. p. 457• 
1J Ibid. vol. \ii. p. 461, 556. 
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CHARLES I.. 

tation thrown .upon them by the former declaration of the c H A P. 

lower houfe c. The private men likewife of fome regi-~ 
ments fent a letter to Skippon; in which together with 1647• 

infifl:ing on the fame topics, they lament, that defigns 

were formed againfl: them and many of the godly party in 
the kingdom ; and declare, that they could not engage for 
Ireland, till they were fatisfied in their expetb.tions, and 
had their jufl: defires granted d. The army, in a wor<l, 

felt their power, and rcfolved to be mafl:ers. 

THE parliament too refolved, if poffible, to preferve 
their dominion; but being defl:itute of power, and not 
retaining much authority, it was not eafy for them to 
employ any expedient, which could contribute to their 
purpole. The expedient, which they now made ufe of, 
was the worfi imaginable. They fent Skippon, Crom-
wel, Ireton, and Fleetwood, to the head-quarters at 
Saffron-W eldon in Eflex; and empowered them to make 

offers to the armx' and enquire into the caufe of it riif
tempers. Thefe very ge.nerals, at ~ caft the three lafl:, 7th May. 

were fe<=retly the authors .of all the difcontents; and 
failed not to foment thofe diforders, which they pretended 
to appeafe. By their fuggefrion, a meafure was em .. 
braced, which, at once brought matter~ to extremity, 
and rendered the mutiny incurable. 

IN oppofition to the parliament at '¥e!l:minfter, a mili
tary parliament was formed. Together with a council 
of the principal offi~ers, which was appointed after the 
model of the houfe of peers; a more free reprefcntative , 
of the army was compofed, by the eletlion of two private 
men or inferior officers, under the title of agitators, from 
each troop or corn pany e . By this means, both the gene
ral humour of that time vtas gratified, intent on plans of 
imaginary republics, and an eafy method contri ·cd for 

c: Rulh. vol. vii. p. 468. d Idem ibid. P· 4 ~ 4· 

e ldem ibid. p. 4'35. C!:nendon~ vQl, v. P· ~3· 

+ · conduetin 
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C H A P. conduCting underhand, and propagating the fedition of 
LIX. 
~ tl:earmy. 

3d ]u1e. 
The king 
{ei:z:e<i·by 
Joyce. 

Tr-us terrib~ court, when affembled ; having firfr 
declared, that they found no dlflempers in the army, but 
many grie·vances, under which it labou!cd; immediately 
voted the offers of the par1 iamcnt unf:'l..tisfacrory. Eight 
weeks' pay alone, they faid, was promifeJ; a fmalJ part 
of fifty-fix weeks, which they pretended to be their due: 
't'o vifible fecurity was given for the remainder: And 
having been declared public enemies by the commons,, 
tl~ey might hereafter be profccuted as fuch, unlefs the 
declaration were recalled . Before matters came to this 
height, Cromwel had pofl:ed up to London, on pretence 
of laying before the parliament the rifing di[conten~s of 
the army. 

THE parliament made one vigorous efFort more, to try 
the force of their authority : They voted, that dl the 
troops, which did not engage for Ireland, ihould infiantly 
be difbanded in their quarters g. At th~ fame time, the 

ccuncil of the army ordered a general rendezvous of al~ 
the regiments, in order to provide for their common in
tercfis. And while they thus prepared themfelves for 
oppofition to the parliament, they il:ruck a blow, which 
at once decided tl1e vicrory in their favour. 

A PARTY of five hundred horfe appeared at Holdenby, 
cot1duCl:ed by one ]oycc, who had once been a taylor by 
profeffion ; but was now advanced to the rank of cornet, 
and was an acrivc agitator in the army. Without being 
oppoftd by the guard, whofe affecrions were all on their. 
fide; J oyce came into the king's prefence, armed with 
piil:ols, and told him, that he mufi immediately go along 
with him. !¥hither? faid the king. To tbe army; replied 
Joyce. By what warrant? afked the king. Joyce pointed 

f Rulh. vol. vii. p. 497, 505. Whitlocke, p. 2.50, 
& Rufh, vol, vii. P• 487. 
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CHARLES I. 

to the foldiers, whom he brought along; tall, handfomt, C H A p_. 
LIX. 

and well accoutred. Your warrant, faid Charles fmiling, ~ 

is writ in fair charaflers, legible without fpelling h. Tre I647• 

parliamentary commiffioners came into the ·room ~ They 

afked J oyce, whether he had any qrders from the parlia-

ment ? He faid, No: From the general ? No: By wh;:t 

authority he came? He made the fame reply as to th! 

king: Tbey would write, they faid, to the parliament to knov 

their pleajur e. You may do fo, replied J oyce ; but in tJ.e 

?nean time the king mrffl immediately go witb me. Refifran<e 
was vain. The king1 after protraCting the time as Ions 

~s he co.uld, went into his coach; and was fafely cor-

dli;B:ed to the army, who were hafl:ening to their rende2-

vous at Triplo-Heath near Cambridge. 1"'he parliamen:, 

informed of this event by their commiffio.ners, were throvrn 

into the utmofi C()pfrernation i. 

F AIRF Ax himfelf was no lefc; furprized at the king's 

.arrival. That bold meafure, executed by J oyce, h•d 
never been communicated to the general. The orde·s 

were entirely verbal; and no body avowed them. Anl, 
while every one affected aftoniihment at the enterpriz!, 

Cromwel, by whofe counfel it had been directed, arriv<d 

from London, and put an end to their deliberations. 

THIS artful and audacious confpirator had conduchd 

~imfelf in the parliament with fuch profound diffimuh

fion, with fuch refined hypocrify, that he had long dl.

ceived thofe, who, being thcmfelves very dextrous prac

titioners in the fame arts, naturally entertained the mo:e 

fufpicion againft others. At every intelligence of cif
orders in the army, he was moved to the highefr pitch )f 
grief and of anger. He wept bitterly: He lamented tie 

misfortunes of his country: He advifed every viole1t 

meafure for fuppreffing the mutiny; and by thefe preci£1-

h Whitlocke, p. :tS4· Warwick, p. 299• i Ruth, vol. ~i. 

P• 514, 515. Clarendon, vql. v, p. 47• 
ta:e 
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c H A P. tate counfels, at once feemed to evince his own fincerity. 
LIX. 

\..--v-...J and inflamed thofe difcontents, of which he intended to 
J617. make advantage. He obtefied heaven and earth, that hi:; 

devoted attachment to the parliament had rendered him 
fo odious in the army, that his life, while among them, 
was in the utmoft danger; and he had very narrowly 
efcaped a confpiracy, formed to affaffinate him. But in
formation being brought, that the moft active officers and 
agitators were entirely his creatures, the parliamentary 
leaders fecretly refolved, that, next day, when he came 
to the houfe, an accufation fuould be entered againfi: 
him, and he iliould be fent to the Tower k, Cromwel, 
.who, in the conduCt of his defperate enterprizes, fre
quently approached to the very brink of defiruetion, knew 
how to make the requifite turn_ with proper dexterity and 
boldnefs. Being informed of this dcfign, he haftened to 
the camp; where he was received with acc1amations of 
joy, and was inftantly invefted with the fupreme com
mand both of general and army. 

F AIRF Ax, having neither talents himfelf for cabaJ, 
nor penetration to difcover the cabals of others, had given 
his confidence entirely to Cromwel; who, by the beft 
coloured pretences, and by the appearance of an open 
fincerity and a fcrupulous confcience, impofed on the eafy 
nature of this brave and virtuous man. The council of 
officers and the agitators were moved altogether by Crom
wcl's direction, and conveyed his will to the whole army. 
By his profound and artful conduct, he had now attained 
a fituation, where he could cover his enterprizes from 
public view; and feeming either to obey the commands 
of his fupcrior officer, or yield to the movements of the 
foldiers, could fecretly pave the way for his future great
nefs. While the diforders of the army were yet in their 
infancy, he kept at a difiance; lefi his counterfeit averfion 

k Clarendon, vol, v. p. 46. 
might 
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mio-ht throw a damp upon them, or his fecrct encourarre- C H A P. 
o r. f . . . h 1" A r o LIX. 

ment beget 1U p1c10n m t c par.Iament. s 10011 as they ~ 
came to maturity, he openly joined the troops; and in x6-t7• 

the critical moment, firuck that important blow of feizing 

the king's perfon, and depriving the parliament of any 

refource by an accommodation with him. Though one 
vizor fell off, another frill remained, to cover his natural 

countenance. Where delay was requi!ite, he cou]d em-
ploy the mofl: indefatigable p~tience: Where celerity was 

neceffary, he flew to a dcci!ion. And by thus uniting in 

his perfon the mofr oppo!ite talents, he was enabled to 

combine the mofl: contrary interefrs in a fubferviency to 
his fecret purpofes. 

THE parliament, though at prefent defencelefs, was The army 

poffeffcd of many refourccs; and time might eafily enable ma~ch 
1".11. • l . h h" h a~a1nft the 

them to re11n: that VlO ence, Wit w IC. they \Vere threat- parliament. 

cned. Without farther deliberation, therefore, Crom-
wel advanced the army upon them, and arrived in a few 

days at St. Albans. 
NoTHING could be more popular, than this hofi:ility, 

which the army commenced againfl: the parliament. As 

much as that affembly was once the idol of the nation, as 

much was it now become the object of general hatred and 

aver!ion. 
THE fclf-denying ordinance had no longer been ' put 

in execution, than till Efiex, Manchefrer, vValler, and 
the other officers of that party, had re!igned their corn
million: Immediately after, it was laid a!ide by tacit con

fcnt; and the members, iharing all offices of power and 
profit among them, proceeded with impunity in exerci!ing 

aets of oppreffion on the helplefs nation. Though the 

neceffity of their !ituation might ferve a:; an apology for 
many of their meafures, the people, not accufromed to 

fuch a fpecies of government, were not difpofed to make 

the rcquifite allowances. 
A SMALL' 
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c n A P. A SMALL f~lPply of 10o~ooo pounds a year could 
~IX. •. d b r k' f ' h · l ~ fcarc.e1y be obtame y .ormcr mgs rom t e Jea OUi 

J6~J7• humour of parliaments; and the Engli!h, of all nations 

in Europe, were the leaft accuftomed to taxes : ~ut .this 
parliament, from the comn1cncement of the ~ar, accord
ing to fome computations, had levied, in five years, 
~bove forty millions 1

' and yet were loaded with debts 
and incumbrances, which, during that age, were regarded 
as prodigious. If thefe computations fhould be thought 
much exaggerated, .as they probably are"\ the taxe~ and 
impofitions were certainly far higher than in any former 
fi-ate of the Engli!h government; and fuch popular ex
aggerations are, at leafr, <' proof of popular difcontents. 

BuT the difpofal of this money was no lefs the objeCl: 
of beneral complaint againfi the parliament than the levy
ing of it. The fum of JOO,ooo pounds they openly 
took, 'tis affirmed n, and divided among their own mem
bers. 1'he committees, to v:hom the management of the 
different branches of revenue was entrufi:ed, never b. ought 
in the· r accounts, and had unlimited power of fecreting 
whatever fums they pleafc.d from the public treafure 0 • 

Thefc branches were nccdlefsly multiplied, in order to 

rcnde~ the revenue more perplexed, to !hare the advan
tages among greater numbers, and to conceal the frauds, 
of which they were univerfally fuipe,B:ed r. 

THE method of keeping accounts, pratl:ifed in the ex
cqe.quer, was confelfedly the exactefr, the mofr ancient, 

1 Clement Walker's hifl:ory of the two Juntas, prefixed to his hifiory of 
independency, P· 8. This is an autt:or of lpirit and ingenuity; and being a 
zealous par:iament;~rian, his authority is very confiderable, notwithlland. 

ing the a:r of fatire, which prevails in his writings. This computation, 

howe.ver, feems much too large; efpetially as the fequellrations, during the 
~ime of war, could not be fo confiderahle as afterwards. 

m Yet the fame fum precifely is affigned in another book, called Royal • 

Trrafury of England, p. Z97• n Clement Walker's hiflory of inde-
pendency, p. 3, 166, • Ibid, p. 8, P ld. ibid, 

the 
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the befi known, and the leafi liable to fraud. The ex- C H A P. 

chequer was, for that reafon, abolifhcd, and the revenue~~ 
put under the management of a committee, who were x647• 

fubjeB: to no controul '~. 

THE excife was an odious tax, formerly unknown to 

the nation; and was now extended over provifions, and 

the common neceffarics of life. Near one half of the 

goods and chattels, and at lea:fl: one half of the lands, 
tents, and revenues of the kingdom, had been fequefl:ered. 

To great numbers of royalifis, all redrefs from thefe fe

quefhations was refufed: To the re:ft, the remedy could 

be obtained only by paying large compofitions and fub

fcribing the covenant, which they abhorred. Befides 

pitying the ruin and defolation of fo many ancient and 
honourable families; indifferent fpeB:ators could not but 

blame the hardihip of puniiliing with fuch feverity, ac

tions, which the law, in its ufual and mo:fl: undifputed

interpretation, frrictly required of every fubjetl:. 

THE feverities too, exercifed againfl: the epifcopal 

clergy, naturally affetl:ed the royali:fts, and even all men 

of candor, in a fenfible manner. By the mo:fl: moderate 

computation r, it appears, that above one half of the 

efiabliilied clergy had been turned out to beggary and 

want, for no other crime than their adhering to the civil 

and religious principles, in which they had been edu

cated ; and for their attachment to thofe laws, under 

whofe countenance they had at firfi embraced hat pro

feffion. To renounce epifcopacy and the liturgy, and to 

fubfcribe the covenant, were the only . ter;ms, which 
(ould fave them from fo rigorous a fate; a·nd if the leafi: 

q Clement Walker's hiftory of independency, p. 8. 
r See John \Valker's attempt towards recoveriug an account of the num

bers and fuffcrings of the clt:rgy. The parliame~t pretended to leave the 

fequeftered clergy a fifth of their revenue; b~t this author IT'..lkes it fuffici

cntly appear, that this ptov.i.fion, fmall as it is, wa:o nevt:r regularly paid th<= 

cjec.1ed cler&Y• 
mark 
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C H A P. mark of malignancy, as it was called, or affection to the 
LrX. h d r · ~ king, who fo entirely loved them, a ever etcaped the1r 
I647· lips, even this hard choice was not permitted. The 

facred charaCl:er, which gives the priefl:hood fuch autho
rity over mankind, becoming more venerable from the 
fufferings, endured, for the fake of principle, by thefe 
difheffed royalifrs, aggravated the general indignation 
again:!l: their perfecutors. . 

BuT what excited the mo:fl: univerfal complaint was,. 
the unlimited tyranny and defpotic rule of the country
committees. During the war, the difcretionary power 
of thefe courts was excufed, from the plea of neceffity: 
But the nation was reduced to defpair, when it faw nei
ther end put to their duration, nor bounds to their autho· 
rity. Thefe could fcq uefl.er, fine, imprifon, and corporal1y 
punilh, without law or remedy. They interpofed in 
queftions of private property. Under colour of malig
nancy, they exercifed vengeance againft their private 

enemies. To the obnoxious, and fornetimes to the inno
cent, they fold their proteB:ion. And inftead of one 
fiar-chamber, which had been aboli!hed, a great number 
were anew ereCl:ed, fortified with better pretences, and 
armed with more unlimited authority s. 

CoULD any thing have encreafed the indignation againfl: 
that flavery, into which the nation, from the too eager 
purfuit of liberty, had fallen; it mu:fl: have been the re
fleCtion on the pretences1 by which the people had fo long 
been deluded. The fanctified hypocrites, who called 

their oppreffions the fpoiling of the Egyptians, and their 

:; Cltment Walker's hillory of independency, p. 5· Hollis gives tl ·e fdl'ne 

reprefentarion, as \Valker1 of the plundering, oppteffions, and tyranny of 

the parliament: Only, infi aJ of l.~yinp, the fJult on but:1 p3rties, a~ Walker 

d0es, he afcribes it folely to the inJepenJent fac1i0ll. TJ.e l r.Ib)terians in

deed, bein;; commonly denomin.ated th e rn;,.'cu::t party, v.onld proba)ly he 

rr:cre inot1enhe. See R\Jfh, ~vl, \'ii. p. SS/~• ;mJ l' .. rl, Hifi, vol. xv. 

p. ZjOo 

ligid 
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rigid feverity the dominion of the Eleet, interlarded all C H A P • 

their iniquities with long and fervent prayers, faved them-~ 
felves from blufhi,ng by their pious grimaces, and exer-. 1647• 

cifed, in the name of the Lord, all t~eir cruelty on men. 

An undifguifed violence cou]d be forgiven: But fuch a 

mockery of the underfranding, fuch an abufe of religion~ 

were, with men of penetration, objects of peculiar refcnt-

ment. 

THE parliament, confcious of their decay in popularity, 

feeing a formidable armed force advance upon them, were 

reduced to defpair, and found all their refources much 

inferior to the prefent neceffity. London frill retained a 

ftrong attachment to prelbyterianifm; and its militia, 

which was numerous, and had acquired reputation in the 

wars, had, by a late ordinance, been put into hands, in 

whom the parliament could entirely confide. This mili- · 

tia was now called out, and ordered to guard the lim·, 
which had been drawn round the city, in order to fecure 
it againfr the king. A body of horfe was ordered to be 

infrantly levied. Many officers, who had been caihiered 

by the new model of the army, offered their fervice to the 

parliament. An army of sooo men lay in the north 

under the command of general Pointz, who was of the 

preiliyterian faCtion ; but thefe were too difrant to be 

employed in fo urgent a neceffity. The forces, defrined 

for Ireland, were quartered in the weft; and, though. 

deemed faithful to the parliament, they alfo lay at a d if
tance. Many inland garrifons were commanded by offi

cers of the fame party; but their troops, being fo much 

difperfed, could, at prcfcnt, be of no manner of fervice. 

'I'hc Scots were faithful friends and zealous for prefbytery 

and the covenant; but a long time was required, ere they 

could colletl: their forces, anJ march to the afiiftance of 

the parliament. 
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C H A P. IN this fituation it was thought more prudent to fub
~ mit, and by compliance to flop the fury of the enraged 

1647· army. T'he declaration, by which the military peti-
lth June, d bl' · lJ d d tioners had been vote pu IC enemies, was reca e , an 

erazed from the jm{rnal-book t. This was the fir:fl: fymp
tom, which the parliament gave of fubmiffion; and the 
army, hoping, by terror alone, to effect all their pur
pofes, flopped at St. Albans, and entered into negocia
tion with their mafters. 

HERE commenced the encroachments of the militarr 
upon the civil authority. The army, in their ufurpa
tions on the parliament, copied exactly the model, which 
the parliament itfelf had fet them, in their recent ufurpa
tions on the crown. 

EvERY day, they rofe in their demands. If one claim 
wa~ granted, they had another ready, frill more enor
:tnous and exorbitant; and were determined never to be 
fatisfied. At fir:fl:, they pretended only to petition for 
what concerned themfel ves as foldiers : Next, they muft 
have a vin~ication of their character: Then, it was ne
ceffary, that their enemies be punilhed u; At la:fl:, they 
claimed a right of modelling the whole government, and 
fettling the nation w. 

THEY preferved, in words, all deference and refpect 
to the parliament; but in reality, infulted them and ty
rannized over them. 'rhat affembly, they pretended not 
to accufe: It was only evil counfellors, who feduced and 
betrayed it. 

J6th June, THEY proceeded fo far as to name eleven members, 
whom, in general terms, they charged with high treafon, 
as enemies to the army and evil counfellors to the parlia-

t Rulh, vol. vii. p. 503 1 547• 
u Ru!h. vol. vii. p. sog. 

\'ol. viii. p. 7 3 I. 

Clarendon, vol. v. p. 45· 
w Ibid, vol. vii, p. 567, 633• Ibid. 
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ment. Their names were Hollis, Sir Philip Stapleton, c H A p. 

Sir William Lewi:~ Sir John Clotworthy, Sir Wil iam ~-~ 
Wailer, Sir John Maynard, Maffey, Glyn, Long, Har- 16~;. 

ley, and Nichols x. Thcfe were the very leaders of the 

preibyterian party. 
'I'HEY infifred, that thefe members fhould immediately 

be fequefrred from parliament, and be thrown into pri
fon r. The commons replied, that they could not, 
upon a general charge, proceed fo far z. The army ob
ferved to them, that the cafes of Strafford and Laud were 
direB: precedents for that purpofe a. At lafr, the eleven 

members themfelves, not to give occafion for difcord, 

begged leave to retire from the houfe; and the army, 
for the prefent, fecmed fatisfied with th:s proof of fub
miffion b. 

PRETENDING, that the parliament intended to levy 

war upon them, and to involve the nation again in blood 

and confufion, they required, that all new lcvies ·iliould 

be ftopped. The parliament complied with this de
mand c. 

THERE being no figns of refifrance, the army, in 
order to favc appearances, removed, at the defire of the 

parliament, to a greater di:fi:ancc from London, and fixed 

their head quarters at Reading. They carried the king 

along with them in all their marches. 

TH~ T prince now found himfelf in a better fituation 
than at Holdenby, and had attained fame greater degree 
of freedom, as well as of confideration with both parties. 

ALL his friends ~ad accefs to his prefencc: His corre
fpondence with the queen was not interrupted : His 
chaplains were refrored to him, and he was allowed the 

. x Ruth. vol. vii. p. 570, Y Ibid. vol. vii. p. 57~· 

:z; Ibid, vol. vii. p. 59z. a lbid. vol. vii. p. 594· Whitlorke, 

P• 259• b Ibid. vol. vii, p. 593, 594• c Rulh. vol. vii. 

P· 572, 5i4• 
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C H A P. ufe of the liturgy: His children were once allowed to 
LIX. - h 
~ vifit him, and paffi d a few days at Cavedham, where e 

16
47• then tefided d. He had not feen the duke of Glocef!:er, 

his youngefr fon, and the princefs Elizabeth, fince he 
left London, at the comme1:cement of the civil diforders e; 

nor the duke of York, fince he went to the Scotti:lh army 
before Newark. No private man, unacquainted with 
the pleafures of a court, and the tumult of a camp, more 
paffionately loved his family, than did this good prince; 
and fuch an inf!:ance of indulgence in the army was ex
tremely grateful to him. Cromwcl, who was witnefs to 
the meeting of the royal family, confeflcd, that he never 
had been prefent at fo tender a fcene; and he extremely 
applauded the benignity, which difplayed itfelf in the 
whole difpofition and behaviour of Charles. 

THAT artf~L politician, as well as the leaders of ail 
parties, payed court to the king; and fortune, notwith
ftanding all his calamities, feemecl again to fmile upon 
him. The parliament, afraid of his forming fome ac.; 
commodation with the army, fpoke to him in a more 
rcfpctl:ful f!:yle than formerly; and invited him to refide 
at Richmond, and contribute his affifrance to the fettle
mcnt of the nation. The chief officers treated him with 
regard, and talked on all occafions of refl:oring him to his 
jufr powers and prerogatives. In the public declarations 
of the army, the fettlement of h is revenue and authority 
was infifred on f. The royalifrs; every where, enter
tained hopes of the refroration of monarchy; and the 
favour, which they univerfally bore the army, contri.:: 
buted very much to difcourage the parliament, and ta 
forward their fubmiffion. 

d Clarendon, vol. i. p. 51, 52, 57• 

c When the king applied to have his children, the parliament always 
told him, that they could take as much care at Londt>n, both of their bodiea 
and fouls, as could be done at Oxford. Pari, Hdt. vol. x:ii, p. 127. 

f Ruth, vol. vii. p. Sgo, 
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THE king beg:an to feel of what confequence he was. C H A P. 

Tl 
.:> • LIX. 

1e more the nat:onal confuflons encrcafcd, the more c..--,-....J 

was he confident, that all parties wou1d, at lafi, have 1f47• 

recourfe to his lavdul authority, as the only remedy for 

the public diforders. You cannot be wit.~oz~t me, fa!d he, 

on feveral occafions: You cannot jettle the nation !Jut by my 
a.f!!flance. A people without government ~nd without 

liberty, a parliament without authority, an army without 
a legal mafier; DifhaB.ions every where, terrors, oppref-
fions, convulfion!j: From this fu·ne of confufion, which 
could not long . continue, all mC.i.1, he !loped, would be 
brought to refle<9~ on that ancient government, under 
:which they and their ancefi:ors had fo long crtjoyed hap-

pinefs and tranquillity. 

• THOUGH Charles kept his ears open to all propofals, 

and cxpecred to bold the balance betvvecn the oppofite 

parties, he entertained more hopes cf accomn:odation -vvith 

the army. He h:!d experie:1ccd the extren-:.e rigour of the 

parliament. They pretended tot?lly to annihilate his 

authority: They had confined his perf~m. In both thcfe 

particulars, the army fho ved more inJulgencs g. He 

had a free entercourfe with his friends. And it the pro

pofals, \vhich the council of officers fcnt for the fettie
ment of the nation, they idifl:ed neither on the aboHtion 

of epifcop;:cy, nor on the punifhn•ent of tLe roy2liH:s; 

the two points to which the . ing had the mofr extreme 

reluB:ance : And they demanded, that a period !hould be 
put to the pr fcnt parliament, the event for wh1ch he 

mofr ardently longed. 
H.rs conjunCtion too ft erne more natural w'th the ge

nerals, than with that ufurping aflembly, v.ho had fo 

long affumed the entire authority of the ftate, and who 
- had declared their refolu ion frill to continue maftcrs. 

g \Varwic ·, p. 303, Pari. Hill-. vol. xvi. p. 40. CJ:n:ndon, vol. v. 

P• so. 
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C ~JXA P. By gratifying a few perfons with titles and prefermentst 
\...--~he might <lraw over, he hoped, the whole military power, 

• 647· and, in an infiant, reinftatc himfelf in his civil authority. 
To Ireton he offered the lieutenancy of Ireland: To 
Cromwel, the garter, the title of earl of Effex, and the , 
command of the army. Negociations to this purpofe 
were fecretly condutl:ed. Cwmwel pretcnd~d to hearken 
to them; and was plcafed to keep the door open for an 
:rccommodation, if the courfe of events ihould, at any 
time, render it neceffary. And the king, who had no 
fufpicion, that one, born a private gentleman, could 
entertain the daring ambition of feizing a fceptre, tranf
mitted through a long line of monarchs; indulged hopes, 
that he would, at laft, embrace a meafurc, which, by all 
the motives of duty, intereft, and fafety, feemed to be 
recommended to him. 

WHILE Crom,·vel allured the king by thefe expecta-
tions, he frill continued his fcheme of reducing the par
liament to fubjection, and depriving them of all means 
of rdiftance. 'To gratify the army, the parliament in
vdlcd Fairfax with the title of general in chief of all the 
forces in ~ngland and Ireland ; and entrufied tl1e whole 
military authority to a perfon, who, though well inclined 
to their fervice, was no longer at his own difpofal. 

THEY voted, that the troops, which, in obedience to 
them, had inlifted for Ireland, and deferted the rebellious 
army, fhculd be difbandcd, or, in other words, be pu-

• niG.1ed for their fidelity. The forces in the north, under 
Pointz, had already mutinied againfi their general, and 
had entered into an afiociation with that body of the 
army, which was fo fuccefsfully employed in exalting the 
military above the civil authority b, 

'I'HAT no re!ource might remain to the parliament, it 
was cJ m:mded, th:1t the militia of London fhould be 

h Rufn. vol, vii, l'• 6::.o, 
changed~ 
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c'hanged, the preiliyterian commiffioners difp]aced, ~nd C ~I: P. 

t e command refiorcd to thofc, who, during the courfe ~ 
. of the war, had confiantly exercifcd it. The p2-rliamcnt 1647• 

even C'0mplied with fo violent a demand, anJ paffed a 
-vote in obedience to the army t. 

BY this unlimited patience, they propofed to tempo
rize under their prcfent difficulties, and they hoped to 
find a more favourable opportunity for recovering their 
authority and inflllcncc : But the impatience of the city 
loft them all the advantage of their cautious meafures. 
A petition a~<~in.£1: the alteration of the tf}ilitia was carried zo~h July. 

to \V cfhn · nfter, attcnrlcd by the apprentic<'s and feditious 
mulcitudc, who beficgcd the door of the houfe of com-
mons ; anJ by their clan.our, noife, and violence, obliged 
them to rev~ric that vote, which they had paffcd fo lately .. 
Wh:-::n gratificrl in this prctenflon, t 1ey immediately dif-
perfed, aw.l left the parliam.erJt at liberty k, 

No {ooner was intelligence of this tumult conveyed to 
Reading, than the army was put in motion. The two 
houfes being u.1Jer refiraint, they were refolved, they 
faid, to vindicate, againfr the fcditious citizens, the in
vaded privileges of parliament, and refiore tliat affembly 
to its juG: freedom of debate and counfel. In their way 
to London, they were drawn up on Hounfiow-Hcath; a 
formidable army, twenty thouf4nd :fhoiJg, £JH.i deter
mined, without regard to laws or liberty, to purfu~ 
whatC\'Cr meJfurcs their generals 'fhould dictate to them. 
Here the mofr favourable event happened, to quicken and 
encourage their advance. The fpeakcrs of the two houfes, 
Manchefier and Lcnthal, att~nded with eight peers, and 
about fixty commoners, having {ccrctly retired from the 
city, prefentcd themftlves with their maces, and all the 
enfigns of their dignity; and complaining of the vi~lence 

i Ruth, vol. vii. p. 621). 63~. k Ibi<l~ vol. vii. p. 64tJ 6+3• 
Clarendon, vol. v. p. 6r, Whitlocke, p. z6g, Cl, \Vc1lker, p. 38. 
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c H A P· put upon them, applied to the army for defence and pro-
LIX, . . cl . h friv d 1 \.....-v--....1 techon. They were rcce1ve w1t 1 outs an ace ama:... 
1647. tions : RefpeB: \yas paid to them as to the parliament o~ 

England: And the army. being provided with fo plaufible 
a pretence, which, in all public tranfa[tions, is of great 
confcquence, advanced to chailife the rebellious city, and
to re-infbte the violated parliament 1• • ' 

NEITHER Lenthal nor Manchefier were efl:eemed in
dependents ; and fuch a itep in them was unexpctl:ed: 
But they probably forefaw, that the army mufi, in the 
end, p~·cvai1; a11d they \Vere willing to pay court in 
time to that au hori ty, which b ... gan to predominate in' 
the nation. 

'"rifE parliam(:nt, forced from their temporizing mea
furcs, and ol ligcd to refign, at once, or .ombat for their 
liberty' and povv.:r, prepared themfel ves with vigour for 
aefence, and det rn:incd to rdifi the violence of the. 
army. The two houfes jmmediately chafe new fpeakers, 
lord Hunfdon, and Henry Pelham: They renewed their 
former orders for inlifting troops: They appointed Maf
fey to be commander : They ordered the trained b~mds 
to man the lines : And the whole city was in a ferment; 
and refounded with military prcparati0ns m. ' 

WHEN any intelligence arrived, that the army fiopped, 
or retreated, the :lhout of One and all, ran with alacrity~ 
from fheet to fl:recr, among the citizens : When news_' 
came of their advancing, the cry of Treat and capitulate 
was no lcfs loud and vehement n. The terror of an uni
verfal pillage, a-nd evea maffacrc, had feized the timid 
inhabitants. 

As the army approached, Rainfborow, being fent by 
the g-eneral over the river, prefented himfelf before South
wark, and was gladly received by fome foldiers, who 

1 Rulh. vol. viii. p. 750. 

m Rulh. vol. vii, P• 646. 

Clarendon, vol. v. p. 63. 
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v.rcre quartered there for its defence, and who were re- C H A P. 
LIX. 

folved not to fepar'!te their interefrs from thofe of the '--v---1 

army. It behoved then the parliament to fubmit. The 6 h
16

47· 

army marched in triumph through the city; but preferved 
~he gr atefi order, decency, and appearance of humility. 

They conducted to W cfrminfrer the two fpeakers, vv-ho 
took their feats as if nothing had happened. T'he eleven 
impeached members, being accufed as authors of the 
tumult, were expelled; and mofr of them retired beyond 

fea: Seven peers we~e impeached: 1"'he mayor, one 
ihcriff, and three aldermen, fent to the Tower: Several 
fitizens and officers of the militia committed to . prifon : 
~very deed of the parliament annulled, from the day of 
~he tumult till the return of the fpeakers : The li~es 

t Au~. 

~bout the city levelled : T[le militia refiored to the inde
pendents: Regiments quartered in Whitehall and the The army 
· · . • fubdue the 
Mcufc: And the parliament bemg reduced to a regular parliament, 

formed fervitude, a day was appointed of folemn thankf-

giving to God for the refroration of its liberty 0
• 

THE independent party exulted in their viB:ory. The 
~hole authority of the nation, they imagined, was lodged 
in their hands; and they had a near profpeB: of moulding 

the government into that imaginary republic, which had 
long been the object of their willies. They had fccrctly 
concurred in all encroachments of the military upon the 

<:i ril power ; and they expected, by the terror of the 
fword, to impofe a more perfect fyfl:em of liberty on the 

rcluB:ant nation. All parties, the king, the church, the 
parliament, the prdbyterians, had been guilty of errors, 
fince the commencement of thefe diforders: But it mufr 
be confeifed, that this delufion of the independents and 
republicans was, of all others, the mofr contrary to com

mon fenfe and the efl:abliilied maxims of policy. Yet 
were the leaders of that party, Vane, Fiennes, St. John, 

o ~u!h. vol, viii. p. 797, 798, &c. 
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Martin, the men in England the mo£1: celebrated for pro· 
found thought and deep contrivance ; and by their well~ 
coloured pretences and profeffions, they had ovcr-reacbed 
the whole nation. To deceive fuch men would arf;ue a 
fuperlative capacity in Cromwel; were it not, that, befides 
the great difFerence there is between dark, crooked councils 
and true v;ifdom, an exorbitant paffion for rule and au
thority will o::tke the mofr prudent overlook the danger
ous confequenccs of fuch mcafures as feem to tend, in 
any degree, to their own advancement. 

THE leaders of the army, having efiablilhed their 
dominion over the parliament and city, ventured to bring 
the kin.s to Hampton-Court; and he lived, for fome time, 
in that palace, with an appearance of dignity and free
dom. Such equability of temper did he poffefs, that, 
during all the variety of fortune, which he underwent, 
no difference was perceived in his countenance or beha
viour; and though a prifoner, in the hands of his mofl: 
inveterate enemies, he fupported, towards all who ap
proached him, the majefry of a monarch ; and that, nei
ther with lefs nor greater frate, than what he had been 
accufromed to maintain. His manner, which was not in 
itfelf popular nor grc..cious, now appeared amiable, from 
its great meeknefs and equality. 

,.lHE parliament renewed their applications to him, 
and prefented him with the fame conditions, which they 
had offered at N cwcafile. 'rhe king declined acceptir-g 
them, and defired the parliament to t~ke the propofals of 
the army into confideratian, and make them the foundation 
of the public fettlcment P. He frill entertained hopes, 
that his negotiations with the generals would be crowned 
with fuccefs_; though every thing, in that particular, 
bore daily a worfe afpett. Mofi hifrorians have thought, 
that Cromwel never was fincere in his profe.ffions ; an~ 

? Ruih, vol, viii. P• 8Jo. 
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that, having by force, rendered himfelf mafi:cr of the C H A p. 

king's pcrfon, and, by fair pretences, acquired the coun-~ 
tenance of the royalifrs, he had employed thefe advantages 1647• 

to the enflaving of the parliament: And afterwards thought 
of nothing but the efrabliihment of his own unlimited 
zuthority, with which he efreemed the rcfl:oration, and 

even life of the king, altogether incompatiblt. This 

opinion, fo much warranted by the boundlefs ambition and 
profound diffimulation of his charaCter, meets with ready 

belief; though it is more agreeable to the narrownefs of 

human views, and the darknefs of fut4rity, to fuppofe, 
that this daring ufurper was guided by events, and did 
not, as yet, forefee, with any afTurance, that unparalleled 

greatnefs, which he afterwards attained. Many writer~ 
of that age have afTertcd q' that he really intended to make 
a private bargain with the king; a meafure, which car-
ried the mofl: plaufible appearance both for his f.~fety and 
advancement: But that he found infuperablc difficulties 
in reconciling to it the wild humours of the army. The 
horror and antipathy of thefe fanatics had, for many 
years, been artfully fomented againfl: Charles; and though 
their principles were, on all occafions, eafily warped and 

eluded by private interefl:, yet was fome colouring requi-
fite, and a flat contradiCtion to all former profcffions and 

tenets could not fafely be propofcd to them. It is cer-
tain, at leafl:, that Cromwel made ufe of this reafon~ 
why he admitted rarely of vifits from the king's friends~ 
and ihowed lefs favour than formerly to the royal caufe. 
The agitators, he faid, had rendered him odious to the 

army, and had reprefented him as a traitor, who, for the 

fake of private interefl:, was ready to betray the caufe of 

God to the great enemy of piety and religion. Defperate 
projeCts too, he afTerted to be fecretly formed, for the 

1nuFder of the king; and he pretended 'much to dread 

~ S~e note [CJ at the end of the volume. 
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C H A P. lcfr all his authoritv, and that of the commandino- officers .. LIX. " t) .. 

~ would not be able to rdhain thefe enthufiafl:s from their 
~· ~~ 6"~7· bloody purpofes r. . . 

' 

lKTELLIGErrcE being daily brought to the king of 
menaces t.hrown out by the agitators; he began to think 

?f retiri~g from Hampton-Cour~, and of puttif1g himfclf 
in fome place of fafcty. The guards were doubled upo1' 
him : The promifcuous concoude of people re£hained ~ 
A more jealous care exerted in attending his pcrfon : All, 
under ~olour of protecting him from danger; but rea1ly 
with a view of making him uneafy in his prefent fituation. 
'"rhefe artifices foon produced the intended effetl:. Charles,· 
who was naturally apt to be fv1ayed by counfe1, and wh~ 
had not then accefs to any good coun!el, took fuddenly ~ 
refolution of withdrawing himfelf, though without any 
concerted, at lca!t, any rational fcheme, for the future. 

uth Nov. di~'Jofal of his pcrfon. Attended only by Sir John Berke-: 

l~y" Afhournh.-tm, and Leg, he privately left Hampton
Court; and his efcapc was not difcovered, till near aq 
hour after ; when thofe, who entered his chamber, found 

· on the table fome letters directed to the parliament, to 
the general, and to the officer~ who had attended him s. 

All night, he travelled through the forefr, and arrived 
next tb.y at Tichfield, a feat of the earl 9f Southampton's, 
where the countefs dowager refided, a woman of honour~ 

to whom, the king knew, he might fafely entrufr his per
fon. Before he arrived at this place, he had gone to the 
fea-coafr; and exprdled great anxiety, th:tt a fhip, which 
he feemed to look for, had not arrived; and from thence, 
Berkeley and Leg, who were not in the fecret, conjec
tured, that his intention was to tranfport himfelf beyond 
fea. 

Klngflies to THE king could not hope to remain long concealed at 
the iOe of Tichfield: What meafure fhould next be embraced, was Wight. 

r Clarendo11, vol. v. p, 1c.• a Rufu,_ vo1; viE •. P• s,r. 
the 
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the quellion. In the neighbourhood lay the if1e ofWight, c H A P. 

Th
. LIX. 

of which Hammond was governor. 1s man was en-~ 
)rely dependent on Cromwel. At h.is recomme~dation 1647· -r 

he had m~rried a daughter of the famous Hampden, who, 
durino- his life-time, had been an intimate friend of Crom-
: b 

wel, and whofc memory was ever religioufly refpccted by 
};im. Th.efe circumfiances were very unfavourable: Yet, 

becaufe the governor was nephew to Dr. Hammond, the 

king's favourite chaplaiJ?, and had acquired a good cha
racter in the army, it was thought proper to have recourfe 
to him, in the prefent exigence, when no othe~ rational 
expedient could be thought of. Afhburnham and Berke

ley were difpatched to the iiland. They had orders no~ 
to inform Hammond of the place~ where the kit g 1?-y con: 
<:ealed, till they had firfr obtained a promife f~om him not 
to deliver up his majefiy, though the parliament and 
army J10uld require him; but to refrore him to his liberty, 

if he could not protect him. This promife, it is evident, 
' would have been a very flender fecurity: Yet even with

<?Ut exacting it, Alhburnham, imprudently, if not trea
~heroufly, brought Hammond to Tichfield; and the king 

was obliged to put himfe]J into his hands, and to attend 

him to Carifbroke-cafl:Ie in the if1e of Wight, where,. 

though received with great demonfrrations of refpeet and 

duty, he was in reality a prifo.ncr. 

LoRD CLARENDON t is p~fitive, that the king, when 
he fled from Hampton-Court, had no intention of going 

to this ifland ; and indeed, all the circumfrances of that 

hifrorian's narrative, which we have here followed, 

firongly favour this opinion. But there remains a letter 

of Charles's to the earl of Laneric, fecretary of Scotland; 
in which he plainly intimates, that that meafure was 
-yoluntarily em,braced, and even infinuates, that, if he 

had thought proper, he might have been in Jerfey or any 
h. 

•other 
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c H A P, other place of fafety u. Perhaps, he frill confided in the 
~ promifes of the generals; and Battered himfe]f, that, if 

1647• he were removed from the fury of the agitators, by which 
his life was im~ediately threatened, they would execute 
what they had fo often promifed in his favour. 

WHATEVER may be the truth in this matter; for it is 
impoffible fully to afcertain the truth; Charles never took 
a weaker fiep, nor one more agreeable to Cromwel and 
all his enemies. He was now lodged in a place, removed 
from his partizans, at the difpofal of the army, whence 
it would be very difficult to deliver _him, either by force 
or artifice. And though it was always in the power of 
Cromwel, whenever he pleafed, to have fent him t~li
ther; yet fuch a meafure would have been very invidious, 
if not attended with fome danger. That the king :lhould 
voluntarily throw himfe]f into the fnare, and thereby 
gratify his implacable peifecutors, was to them an inci
dent peculiarly fortunate, and proved in the iffue very 
fatal to him. 

CROMWEL, being now entirely mafier of the parlia
ment, and free from all anxiety, with regard to the cuf
tody of the king's perfon, applied himfelf ferioufly to 
quell tbofe diforders in the army, which he himfelf had 
fo artfully raifed, and fo fuccefsfully employed, againft 
both king and parliament. In order to engage the troops 
into a rebellion againft their mafiers, he had encouraged 
an arrogant fpirit among the inferior officers and private 
men; and the camp, in many refpecrs, carried more the 
appearance of civil liberty than of military obedience. 
The troops themfelves were formed into a kind of repub
lic; and the plans of imaginary republics, for the fettle
ment of the ftate, were, every day, the topics of con
verfation among thefe armed legiflators. Royalty it was 
agreed to abolifh: Nobility muft be fet afide: Even all 

u See note (DJ at the end of the volume, 

ranks 
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.ranks of men be levelled; and an univerfal equality of C ~~:.. P. 

property, as well as of power, be introduced among the .___ ' 

CitiZens. The faints, they faid, were the falt of the 1647· 

earth: An entire parity had place among the eleCt: 
And, by the fame rule, that the apofilcs were exalted 
from the mofi ignoble profeffions, the meanefi fentinel, if 
enlightened by the fpirit, was entitled to equal regard with 
the greatefi commander. In order to wean the foldiers 
from thefe licentious maxims, Cromwel had iffued orders 
for difcontinuing the meetings of the agitators ; and he 
pretended to pay entire obedience to the parliament, 
whom, being now reduced fully to fubjetl:ion, he pro
pofed to make, for the future, the infiruments of his 

authority. But the Levellers, for fo that party in the 
army was called, having experienced the fweets of do
minion, would not fo eafily be deprived of it. They 
fecretly continued their meetings: They afferted, that 
their officers~ as much as any part of the church or fi:ate, 
flood in need of reformation : Several regiments joined 
in feditious remonfirances and petitions w : Separate ren
devoufes were concerted: And every thing tended to 

total anarchy and confufidn. But this difiemper was foon 
cured by the rough, but dextrous hand of Cromwel. He 
chofe the opportunity of a review, that he migLt difplay 

the greater boldnefs, and fpread the terror the wider. 
He fcized the ringleaders before their companions: Held 
in the field a council of war : Shot one mutineer in
fiantly: And firuck fuch dread into the refi, that they 
prefently threw down the fymbols of fedition, wh'ch they 
had difplayed, and thenceforth returned to their wonted 
difcipline and obedience x. 

CRoMWEL had great deference for, the counfels of Ire
ton ; a man, who, having grafted the foldier on the 

w Rulh, vol. viii. P• 845, 859• 
on, vol. v, p. 87. 

x Idem ibid. p. 87 5• Claren• 
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lawyer, the fratefman on the faint, had adopted fuch prin
ciples as were fitted to introduce the fevere:ft tyranny, 
while they feemed to encourage the mo:fi: unbounded 
licence, in human fociety. Fierce in his nature, though 
probably fincere in his intentions; he propofed by arbi~ 

trary power to eftablilh liberty, and, in profecution of his 
imagined religious purpofes, he thought himfelf difpenfed 
from all the ordinary rules of morality, by which inferior 
mortals mu:fi: allow thernfclvcs to be governed. From his 

fuggeftion, Crom~vcl fecretly called at Windfor a cowl
-cil of the chief officers, in order to deliberate concerning 
the fettlemcnt of the nation, and the future difpofal of the 
king's perfon Y. In this conference, which commenced 
with devout prayers, poured forth by Cromwel himfelf 
and other infpired perfons (for the officers of this army 
received infpiration with their commiffion,) was firfl: 
opened the daring and unheard-of counfel, of bringing 
the king to ju:fi:ice, and of puni!hing, by a jur1icial fen
tence, their fovereign for his pretendea tyranny and mal
adminifrration. \Vhilc Charles lived, even tLough re
ftrained to the clofefi prifon, confpiracies, they knew, 
and infurreB:ions would never be wanting, ia favour of a 
prince, who was· fo extremely revered and beloved by his 

own party, and whom the nation in general began to 
regard with great affecrion and compaffion. T'o murder 

him privately was expofed to the imputation of injufrice 
and cruelty, aggravated by the bafenefs of fuch a crime; 
and every odious epithet of T-raitor and ./1/fa.Jjin would, by 
the general voice of mankind, be undifputably afcribed 
to the aB:ors in fuch a villany. Some unexpected pro
cedure mufr be attempted., which would afionifh the 
world by its novelty, would bear the fembbnce of jufrice, 
and would cover its barbarity by the audacioufnefs of the 
enterprize. Striking in v.rith the fanatical notions of the 

r Clarendon, vol, v, p. 92, 
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entire equality of mankind, it would enfure the devoted C B A p · 
LIX. obedience of the army, at1d ferve as a general engage-~ 

inent againfr the royal family, whom, by their open and 1647• 

united deed, they would fo heinoufiy aifront and injure z. 

'I'HIS meafure, therefore, being fccretly refolved on; 
it was requifite, by degrees, to make the parliament adopt 
it, and to conduct them from viol nee to violence; till 
this lafr aB: of atrocious iniquity fhouid feem, in a man
ner, wholly inevitable. The king, in order to remO\'C 
thole fears and jealoufies, which were perpetually pleaded 
a~ rcafons for every invafion of the confritution, had, 
offered, by a meffage, fent from Cari!broke-cafile, to 
refign, during his own _life, the power of the militia and 
the nomination to all the great offices ; provided, that, 
after his death, thefe prerogatives fhould revert to the 
crown a. But the parliament atl:ed entirely as vitl:ors and 
enemies; and, in all their tranfaB:ions with him, payed 
no longer any regard to equity or reafon. At the infii
gation of the independents and army, they neglecrcd thi; 
offer, and framed four propofitions, which they fent him 
as preliminaries; and, before they would deign to treat, 
they demanded his pofitive affent to ·all of them. By one, 
he was required to invefr the parliament with the military 
power for twenty years, together with an authority to . 
levy whatever money fhould be neccffary for cxerciiing it: 
And even after the twenty years fhould be elapfed, they 
referved a right of refuming the fame authority, when
ever they 1hould declare the fafety of the kingdom to re-

2 iThc following was a favourite text am ong the entlJUiiafis of that age. 

~, Let the h igh praifes of God be in the mouths of his fdints, and a two

" [r,ld fword in their hand~, to execute vengeance upcn the heathen and 

" puni/hment upon the people ; to bind their _kings with chains and their 
'' noblcs with fetters of iron.; to execute upon them the judgments written: 

" This honour have all his faints," Pfalm cxlix. ver, 6, 7, 8, 9• Hugh 

Peters, the mad chaplain of Cromwel, p~eached freq_uently upon this text. 

a Ruih. vol, vili. p. 88o. 
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C H A P. quire it. By the fecond, he was to recall all his procJa..; 
LIX. · · n. 1 1· _, ~ mations and declaratiOns agamn: t 1e par rament, anu 

1647· acknowledge that affembly to have taken arms in their 
jufr and "neceffary defence. By the tnird, he was to 
annul all the aB:s, and void all the patents of peerage, 
which had paffed the great feal, fince it had been carried 
from London by lord-keeper Littleton ; and at the fame 
time, renounce for the future the power of making peers 
without confent of parliament. By the fourth, he gave 
the two houfes power to adjourn as they thought proper: 
A demand feemingly of no great confequence; but con
trived by the independents, that they might be able td 
remove the parliament to places, where it lhould remain 
in perpetual fubjeetion to the army b # 

,64s. THE king regarded the pretention as unufual and 
exorbitant, that he ihould make fuch conceffions, while 
infecure of any t..tt emcnt; and ihould blindly trufr his 
enemies for the conditions, which they were afterwards 
to grant him. He required, therefore, a perfonal treaty 
with the parliament, and defired, that all the terms, on 
both fides, iliould be adj ufred, before any conceffions, on 
either fide, ihould be infifrcd on. The republican party 
in the houfe pretend.:d to take fire at this anfwer ; and 
openly inveighed, in violent terms, againfr the perfon and 
government of the king; whofe name, hitherto: had 
commonly, in all debates, been mentioned with fome 
degree of reverence. Ireton, feeming to fpeak the fenfe 
of the army, under the appellation of many thoufand 
godly men, who had ventured their lives in defence of 
the parliament, faid, that the king, by denying the four 
bills, had rcf ufcd fafety and protection to his people; that 
their obedience to him was but a reciprocal duty for his 
proteCtion of them ; and that, as he had failed on his 

b Clarendon, vol. v, 1'• 88-. 
part, 
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, art, they were freed from all obligations to allegiance, C ~~:. P. 

and muft fettle the nation, without confulting any longer '--v---1 

fo mifguided a prince c. Cromwel, after giving an am- 164i. 

;ple character of the valour, good affeCl:ions, and god-
linefs of the army, fubjoined, that it was expetled the 
4larliament fhould guide and defend the kingdom bytheir 
own power and refolutions, and not accuftom the people 
.any longer to expect fafety and government fr.om an obfii-
:nate man, whofe heart God had hardened ; that thofe~ 
who, at the expenc{" of their blood, had hitherto defended 
th~ parliam"'nt from fo many dangers~ would fiill con
tinue, with fidelity and courage, to proteCl: them againfr 
all oppofition, in this vigorous meafure. " Teacn thtm 
·" not," added he, " by your negletling your own fafety 
" and that of the kingdom (in which theirs too is in
'' vol ved) to imagine themfel vcs betrayed, and their 
"'' interefis abandoned to the rage and mali .e of an irre
"' concileable enemy., whom, for your L'lke, t~ey have 
" dared to provoke. ~eware, (and at theft words he laid 
" his hand on his Jword) beware, left defpair cau(e them 
" to fcek fafety by fome other means, than by adhering 
" to you, who know not how to confult your own fafety d." 
Such arguments prevailed; though ninety-one members 
had ,frill the courage to oppofe. It was voted, that no Istb Jan. 
more .ad<:Ireffes be made to the king, nor any letters or 
meffages be received from him; and that it be treafon for 
any one, without leav.:! of the two houfes, to have any 
-entercourfe with him. The lords ~concurred in the fame 
.ordinance c~ 

BY this vote of non-adJreffes, for fo it was called, the 
king was, in reality, dethroned, and the whole confii

~tution formally overthrown. So violent a mcafure was 
.fupported by a declaration of the commons no lefs violent. 

c Cl. W d)ker, p. 70. d lbid. p. 7~· ,.e R ulh, vol. viii. 
P• 965, 907. 
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C H A P, The blackeft calumnies were there thrown upon the LIX. 
'--v--J king ; fuch as, even in their famous remonftrance, they 

•
6
4

8
• thought proper to omit, as incredible and extravagant: 

The poifoning of his father, the betraying of Rochelle, 
the contriving of the Iriili maffacre r. By blafting his 
fame, had that injury been in their power, they formed 
a very proper prelude to the executing of violence on his 
perfon. 

No fooner had the king refufed his affent to the four 
bills, than Hammond, by ord~rs from the army, removed 
all his fervants, cut off his correfpondence with his. 
friends, and lhut him up in clofe confinement. The 
king afterwards lhowed to Sir Philip Warwick, a decre
pid old man, who, he faid, was employed to kindle his 
fire, and was the beft company he enjoyed, during feveral 
months that this rigorous confinement lafted g. No 
amufement was allowed him, nor fociety, which might 
relieve his anxious thoughts: To be fpeedily poifoned or 
affaffinated was the only profpetl:, -which he had, every 
moment, before his eyes : For he entertained no appre
hcnfion of a judicial fentence and execution; an event, 

of which no hifrory hitherto furnilhed an example. 
Iy!canwhile the parliament was very induftrious in pub
liiliing, from time to time, the intelligence, which they 
received from Hammond ; how chearful the king was, 
how pleafed with every one that approached him, how 
L'1tisficd in his prefent condition h: .f\.s if the view of fuch 
benignity and conftancy had not been more proper to 
inflame, than allay, the general compaffion of the people. 
'rhe great fource, whence the king derived confoJation 
a.midft all his calamities, was undoubtedly religion; a 
rrinciple, which, in him, feems to have contained nothing 
"i.erce or gloomy, nothing which enraged him againft h:~ 

f. Ruib, vol. viii, p. 9.98. 

,. W~rwi~k~ 329, 
Clar~ndon, vol. v. p. 93• 

h R q 11, vol, viii, p. 989 • . 
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4'Jverfarles, or terrified him with the difma1 profpeB: of C H A P. 
- LIX. 

futurity. While every thing around him bore a hofiile ,_,___,; 

afpetl:; while friends, family, relations, whom he paf.. 1 ~48• 
fionately loved, were placed at a difiance, and unable to 

f.ervc him ; he repofed htmfelf with confidence in the 

arms of that Being, who penetrates and fufiains all nature, 

and whofe feverities., if received with piety and reiigna-

tion, he regarded as the furefi pledges of unexhaufled 
favour. 

'THE parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed not, Second civil 

in tranquillity, that power, which they had obtained war. 

V' ith fo much violence and inju:!l:ice. Combinations and 

confpiracies, they were fenfi.ble, were every where form-

ing around them; and Scotland, whence the king's caufe 

haJ received the fir:!l: fatal di fa!ter, feemed now to promife 

it fupport and affi:!l:ance. 

BEFORE the furrender of the king's pr.rfon at New

ca:fi:le, and much more, fince that event, the fubjec1s of 

oifcontent had been daily multiplying between the two 

kingdoms. The independents, who began to prevail, 

took all occafions of mortifying the Scots, whom the 

pre!byterians looked on with the greatefi affeCtion and 

veneration. When the Scottiih commiffioners, who, 

joined to a committee of En;lifh lords and commons, 

had managed the war, were re~dy to depart, it was pro

pofed 1n parliament to give them thanks for their civilttie~ 

and good offices. The independents prevailed, that the 

words, Good oifices, ihould be fhuck out; and thus the 

whole brotherly friendiliip and intimate alliance with the 

Scots, refolved itfelf iuto an acknowledgement of their 

being well-bred gentlemen. 

THE advance of the army to L ondon, the fuhjeftion 

of the parliament, the feizing of the king at .. old 'nby~ 
his confinement in Cari!broke-cafrle, were fo many blows, 

irufibly felt by that nation; as threatening the 11nal over-
1 2 ' throw 
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C H ~ P.' throw of pre!bytery, to which they were fo paffionately 
~devoted. The covenant was profanely called, in the 

t648, houfe of commons, an almanac out of date i ; and that 
impiety, though complained of, had paffed uncenfured, 
lnfread of being able to determine and efrabliih ortho
doxy by the fword and by penal ftatutes, they faw the 
fecbrian army, who were abfolute waiters, claim an un
bounded liberty of confcience, which the prefbyterian~ 
regarded with the utmofr abhorrence. All the violences, 
put on the king, they loudly blamed, as repugnant to 
the covenant, by which they frood engaged to defend his 
royal perfon. And thofe very aetions, of which they 
themfelves had been guilty, they denominated treafon 
and rebellion, when executed by an oppofite party. 

The earls of Lo'Idon, Lauderdale, and Laneric, who 
were ft nt to London, protefi:ed againfr the four propo
fitions; as containing too great a diminution of the king's 
ci ri l power, and providing no fecurity for religion. They 
co:r .. Iained, that, notwithfi:anding this protefi:ation, the 
propofitions were frill infifi:ed on ; contrary to the folemn 
league, and to the treaty between the two nations. And 
when they accompanied the Engliili commiffioners to the 
ifle of Wight, they fecretly formed a treaty with the 
king, for arming Scotland in his favour k, 

Invaiton THREE parties, at that time, prevailed in Scotland : 
r:~~. Sect· The Royalijls, who infifi:ed upon the refroration of the 

king's autqority, without any regard to religious fecrs or 
tenets : Of thefe Montrofe, though abfent, was regarded 
as the head. The Rigid prejbyterians, who hated the king, 
even more than they abhorred toleration; and who deter-
mined to give him no affifi:ance, till he ihould fubfcribe 
the covenant: Thefe were governed by Argyle, The 
Moderate prejbytcrians, who endeavo"Ured to reconcile the 
interefi:s of religion and of the crown, and hoped, by 

k Clarelldon1 vul, v. p. JOJ, 
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fupporting the preibyterian party in England, to 1upprefs C H A P• 
• • 11. • LIX. 

the feB:arran army, and to re-mnate the parhament, as '---v---J 
well as the king, in their juft freedom and authority: J64S• 

The two brothers, Hamilton and Laneric, were leaders 
of this party. 

WHEN Pendennis caftle was furrendered to the parli
amentary army, Hamilton, who then obtained his liberty~ 
returned into Scotland ; and being generoufly determined 
to remember ancient favours, more than recent injuries, 
he immediately embraced, with zeal and fuccefs, the 
protection of the royal caufe. He obtained a vote from 
the Scotch parliament to arm 40,000 men in fupport of 
the king's authority, and to call over a confiderable body 
under 1\1onro, who commanded the Scottifh forces in 
DI.fter. And though he openly protefted, that the co
venant was the foundation of all his meafures, he fecretiy 
formed an alliance with the Engliili royalifrs, Sir Mar
maduke Langdale and Sir Philip Mufgrave, who had 
levied confi.derabl~ forces in the north of England. 

THE general affembly, who fat at the fame time, and 
was guided by Argyle, dreaded the confequence of thefe 
meafures, and forefaw, that the oppofite patty, if fuc
cefsful, would effec1 the reftoration of monarchy, with• 
out the eftabliiliment of pre!bytery, in England. To 
join the king before he had fubfcribed the covenant, was, 
in their eyes, to reftore him to his honour before Chrift 
had obtained his 1 ; and they thundered out anathemas 
againft every one, who payed obedience to the parlia
ment. Two fupreme independent judicatures were 
ereet(:d in the kingdom; one threatening the people with 
damnation and eternal torments~ the other with impri
fonmcnt, banifhment, and military execution. The 
people were difl:raeted in their choice; and the armament 
of Hamilton's party, though feconded by all the civil 

1 Whltlocke, P• 305• 
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c H A P. power, went on but £lowly. The royalifis he woulcl 
LIX. 11 . . h' 1 a h . h . .li' ~---..1 not, as yet, a ow to JOin un, en: e m1g t g1ve onence 
1648. to the ecclefiafrical party; though he fccretly promifed 

them trufi and preferment, as foon as his army :lhould 
advance into England. 

WHILE the Scots were making preparations for the 
invafion of England, every part of that kingdom was 
agitated with tumults, infurreCtions, confpiracies, dif
contents. It is feldom, that the people gain any thing 
by revolutions in government; becaufe the new fettle
rnent,. jc:::tlous and infecure, mufl: commonly be fupported 
with more cxpence and feverity than the old: But on no 
occafion was the truth of this maxim more fenfibly felt, 
than in the prcfent fituation of England. Complainta 
againfr the oppreffion of ihip-money, againfl: the tyranny 
of the fiar-chamber, had rouzed the people to arms: And 
having gained a complete victory over the crown, they 
found themfelves loaded with a multiplicity of taxes, 
formerly unknown; and fcarcely an appearance of law 
and liberty remained in the adminifiration. The pref
byterians, who had chiefly fupported the war, werft 
enraged to find the prize, j uft when it feemed within 
their reach>- fnatched by violence from them. The roy
a.lifis, difappointed i.n their expetlations, by the cruel 
treatment which tP...e king now received from ~he army, 
were firongly animated to refrore him to liberty, and to 
recover the advantages, which they had unfortunately 

loft. All orders of men were inflamed with indignation 
at feeing the military prevail over the civil power, and 
king and parliament at once reduced to fubjeCl:ion by a 
mercenary army. Many perfons of family aml difiinc
tioo had,. from the beginning of the war, adhered to the 
parliameilt:. But· all thefe were, by the new party, de
prived. of authority; ami every office was entrufteu to the 

moft ignoble part of the nation. A bafe popubce ex-

alted 
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thed above their fuperiors: Hypocrites exercifing ini- c H A P. 
. cl h . f I. . Th r. • n. LIX. qutty un er t e v1zor o re tgwn: e1e c1rcumn:ances ~ 

promifcd not much liberty or lenity to the people; and •648. 

thefe were now found united, in the fame ufurped and 

illegal adminifrration. 

THoUGH the whole nation feemed to combine in their 

hatred of military tyranny, the ends, which the feveral 
parties propofed, were fo different, that littie concert was 
obferved in their infurrections. Langhorne, Poyer, and 

Powel, Prefbyterian officers, who commanded bodies of 
troops in Wales, were the firft that declared themfelves ; 
and they drew together a confiderable army in thofe parts~ 
which were extremely devoted to the royal caufe. An 
infurreB:ion was raifed in Kent by young Hales and the 
earl of Norwich. Lord Capel, Sir Charles Lucas, Sir 
George Lifle, excited commotions in E!fex. The earl 
of Holland, who had feveral times ch:mged party, fince 
the commencement of the civil wars, endeavoured t~ 

a·tremble forces in Surrey. Pomfret caftle in Yorkfhire 

was furprized by Morrice. Langdale and Mufgrave 
were in arms, and mafrers of Berwic and Carlifle in the 

north. 

\VHAT feemed the moll: dangerous circumfrance; the 
general fpirit of difcontent had feized the fleet. Seven
teen lliips, lying in the mouth of the river, declared for 
the king; and putting Rainiborow, their admiral, afhot:e, 

L'liled over to Holland, where the prince of Wales took 
the command of them ·n. 

THE Engliili royalifrs exclaimed loudly againfr Ha
milton's delays, which they attributed to a refined po
licy in the Scots; as if thetr intentions were, that all the 
king's party lliould fir!l: be fupprelfed, and the viCtory 
If;rnain folel y to the prefbyterians. Hamilton, with better 

an Clarendon, vol. v. P• I 37 • 
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C H A P • reaiOn, complained of the precipitate humour of the Eng~ 
~:_, lifh royalifi:s, who, by their ill-timed infurrections, forced ' 

1648. him to march his army, before his levies were completed,.. 
or his preparations in any forwardnefs. 

No commotions, beyond a tumult of the apprentices, 
which was foon fuppreffed, were raifed in London: The 
terror of the army kept the citizens in fubjecrion. The 
parliament was fo over-awed, that they declared the 
Scots to be enemies, and all who joined them, traitors. 
Ninety members,. however, of the lower houfe had the 
courage to diffent from this vote. 

CROMWEL and the military council prepared them
fe1ves with vigour and conduct for defence. The efrab
lilhment of the army was, at this time, 26,ooo men; but· 
by inlifi:ing fupernumeraries, the regiments were greatly 
augmented, and commonly confifted of more than double 
their fl:ated complement '\ Colonel Horton firfr attacked. 
th~ revolted troops in Wales, and gave them a confider
able defeat. 'rhe remnants of the vanquifhed threw 

- themfelve.s. into Pembroke, and were there clofely be
fieged, and foon after taken, by Cromwel. Lambert 
was oppofcd to Langdale and Mufgrave in the north, 
and gained advantages over. them. Sir Michael Livefey. 
defeated the earl of Hollan-d at Kingfron, and purfuing 
his victory, took him prifoner at St. Neots. Fairfax, 
having routed the K.enti!h ro~lifrs at Maidfrone, fol
lowed the broken army :· And when they joined the roy
alifi:s of EiTex, and threw themfelves into Colchefrer; he 
laid fiege to that place, which defended itfe1f to the Iait 
extremity. A new fleet was manned, and fent out under 
the command of \Varwic, to oppofe the revolted fhips,., 
of which the prince had taken the command. 

WHILE the forces were employed in all quarters, the 
parliament regained its liberty, and began to aCl: with its 

!I Whitlocke1 p; :z.S4, 
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worrted courage and 1i irit. The members, who had c H A P. 

f 
LIX. 

withdrawn from the terror o the army, returned; and '--v--1 -
infufing boldnefs into their companions, rdtored to the x64Sa 

prefbyterian party the afcendant, wh ·eh it had formerly 
loft. The eleven impeached members w~re recalled, and 
the vote, by which they were expelled, was reverfed. 
The vote too of non-addre~es was repealed ; and com
rniffioners, five peers and ten commoners, were fent to. 

Newport in the ifle of Wight, in order to treat with the 
king o. He was allowed to fummon fcveral of his friends 

and old counfellors, that he might have their advice in 
this important tranfaCl:ion P. 1'he theologians on both 

fides, armed with their fyllogifms and citations, attended 
as auxiliaries q. By them, the flame had firfr been raif-

ed; and their appearance was but a bad prognofiic of its 
extinCl:ion. Ar.y other infiruments feemed better adapted 

for a treaty of pacification. 

WHEN the king prefented himfelf to this company, a tSth Sept. 
Treaty of 

great and fenfib!e alteration was remarked in his afpeCl:, Newport. 

from what it appeared the year before, when he refided 
at Hampton Court. The moment his fervants had been · 

removed, he had laid afide all care of his perfon, and had 
allowed his beard and hair to grow, and to hang d ifhe-
velled and negleB:ed. !-!is hair \vas become almofi en-
tirely gray; either from the decline of years, or from 
that load of forrows, under which i1e laboured, and 

which, though borne with confi:ancy, preyed inwardly 
on his fenfible and tender mind. His friends beheld with 
compaffion, and perhaps even his enemies, that grey and 

liifcrowned head; as he l+·..,felf t2rms it, in a copy of 
verfes, which tne truth of the fentimcnt, rather than any 
eiegance of expreffion, renders very pathetic •. Ihn'ing 

° Clarendon~ vol. v. p ,go. s·r Edward Walker's perr-a Cnpi,.s, P• 6. 
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C H A P. in vain endeavoured by courage to defend his throne From 
ux. . r. . . b h d h. b fc • '--"'v--J his armed advertanes, It now e ove Im, y rea omng 
1648. and perfuafion, to fave fome fragments of it from thef<t" 

peaceful, and no lefs implacable negotiators. 

THE vigour of the king's mind, notwithfianding the 
fceming decline of his body, here appeared unbroken and 
undecayed. The parliamentary commiffioners would 
allow none of his council to be prefent, and refufed to 
enter into reafoning with any but himfelf. He alone, 
during the tranfatl:ions of two months, was obliged to 
fufiain the argument againfr fifteen men of the greatefl: 
parts and capacity in both houfes; and no advantage was 
ever obtained over him s. This was the fcene, above all 
others, in which he was qualified to excel. A quick 
conception, a cultivated underfianding, a chafi:e elocu
tion, a dignified manner ; by thefe accomplifhments he 
triumphed in all difcuffions of cool and · temperate rea

Coning. The king is much changed, faid the earl of Salif
bury to Sir Philip Warwick : He is extremely improved of 
late. No, replied Sir Philip; he was always fo: But you 
are now at la.fl fenjible of it r. Sir Henry Vane, difcourf .. 
ing with his fellow commiffioners, drew an argument 
from the king's uncommon abilities, why the terms of 

pacification mu!l be rendered more :ltritl: and rigid 11 • 

But Charles's capacity fhonc not equally in aCtion as in 
reafoning. 

THE fir!l point, infi!led on by the parliamentary com
miffioncrs, was the king's rec::tlling all his proclamations 
and declarations again!l the parliament, and the acknow• 
]edging, that they had taken arms in their own defence. 
He frankly offered the former conceffion ; but long 
fcrupled the latter. The falfchood, as well as indignity 
of that acknowledgement, begot in his brea!l an extreme 

s Herbert's Memoirs, p. 72. t Warwick, p. 3z.4, 
u Clarc:ndon. Sir Edward Walker) p. 319. 
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teluB:ance againfr it. The king had, no doubt, in fome C H A P. 

particulars of moment, invaded, from a feeming necef-~ 
fity, the privileges of his people: But having renounced 164!. 

all claim to thefe ufurped powers, having confeffed his 

errors, and having repaired every breach in the confiitu-

tion, and even ereB:cd new ramparts, in order to fecure 

it; he could no longer, at the commencement of the 

war, be reprefented as the aggrelfor. However it might 

be pretended, that the former difplay of his arbitrary in

_clinations, or rather his monarchical principles, rendered 

an offenfive or preventive war in the parliament prudent 

and reafonable ; it could never, in any propriety of 

fpeech, make it be denominated a defenfive one. But ' 

the parliament, fenfible, that the letter of the law con-

demned them as rebels and traitors, deemed this point 

abfolutely neceffary for their future fecurity: And the 

king, finding, that peace could be obtained on no other 

terms, at lafl: yielded to it. He only entered a protefr~ 

which was admitted; that no conceffion, made by him~ 

fhould be valid, unlefs the whole treaty of, pacification 

was concluded w. 

HE agreed, that the parliament fhould retain, during 

the term of twenty years, the power over the militia and 

..army, and that of levying what money they pleafed fot 

their fupport. He even yielded to them the right of re

fuming, at any time afterwards, this authority, whenever 

they fhould declare fuch a refumption requifite for public 

fafety. In effeCt, the important power of the fvvord was 

for ever raviilied f;om him and his fuccelfors "· 

HE agreed, that all the great offices, during twenty 

years, fhould be filled by both hou fes of parliament r. 

He relinquifhed to them the entire government of Ire

land, and the conduCt of the war there z, He renounced 

w Walker, p. u, u, '-4• 
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c H A ·p, the power of the wards, and accepted of Ioo,ooo poundg L'J~ 

'-- .:__ a year in lieu of it\ He acknowledged the validity of 
Jt'iS t' eir great feal, and gave up his own b. He abandoned 

the power of creating peers without confent of parlia
ment. And he agreed, that all the debts, contracted in 
order to fupport the war againfl: him, ihould be paid by 
th::. people. 

So great were the alterations, made on the Englifh 
t:onftitution by this treaty, that the king faid, not with .. 
out reafon, that he had been more an enemy to his peo .. 
pie by thefe conceffions, could he have prevented them, 
t:1an by any other a&ion of his. life. 

OF all the demands of the parliament, Charles refufed 
only two.. Though he relinquifhed almoft every power 
of the crown, he would neither give up his friends to 
punifhment, nor defert what he efteemed his religious 
duty. The feverc repentance, which he had undergone, 
for abandoning Strafford, had, no doubt, confirmed him 
in the refolution never again to be guilty of a like error. 
His long folitude and fevere affiiClions had contributed 
extremely to rivet him the mote in thofe religious prin
ciples, which had ever a confiderable influence over him. 
I: !s def1re, however, of finifl:ing :m accommodation in
due J him to go as far in both thefe partrculars, as he 
thought any wife confiil:ent with his duty. 

THE eft ... t,.,s of the royalifts being, at that time, almoft 
entirely under !"equdhation, Charles, who could give 
them no proteetio. , confented, that they ihould pay fuch 
compolttions, as they , . d the parliament could agree on; 
anJ only begged, that th{ y might be made as moderate 
as pofi!b:e. He had not the difpofal of offices; and it 
flen.ed but a fmall facrifice to confent, that a certain 
number of his friends ihould be rendered incapable of 

b lbid, p. 56, 6S. 
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public employments c. But when the parliament de- C H A P. 

manded a bill of attainder and banilhment againfl fe\·en LIX~ 
perfons, the marquefs of Newcafile, lord Digby, lord I6,.S. 

Biron, Sir Marmaduke Langdalc, Sir Richard Granvi!le, 

Sir Francis Doddington, and judge Jettkins, the king 
utterly refufed compliance: Their bani1nment for a 
Jimited time he was willing to agree to d. 

RELIGION was the fatal point about which the differ

ences had arifen; and of all others, it was the leafi: fuf
ceptible of compofition or moderation between d:e con

tending parties. The parliament infifi:ed on the eflablilh
ment of prefbytery, the fale of the chapter lands, the 
abolition of all forms of prayer, and fi:riB: laws againft 
catholics. The king offered to retrench every thing, 
which he did not efi:eem of apofiolical infiitutwn: He 
was willing to abolifu archbilhops, deans, prebends, ca
nons : He ofrcred, that the chapter lands lhould be let at 

low leafes during ninety-nine years : He confented, that 

the prefent church government lhould continue during 
three years e : After that time, he required not, that any 

thing fhould be refi:ored to bilhops but the power of or

dination, and even that power to be exercifed by advice 
of the prefbyters r. If the parliament, upon the expira
tion of that period, frill infifted on their demand, all 
other branches of epifcopal j urifdiCl:ion were abolilhed, 

and a new form of church government mufi:, by common 
<.:onfent, be efiablifhed. The book of common prayer he 

W<'..S willing to renounce, but required the liberty of ufing 

fome other liturg:- in his own chapel g : A den and, 

which, though feemingly reafonable, was pofiti\ely re
fuied by the parliament. 

IN the difpute on thefe articles, one is not furprifed, 
that two of the parliamentary theologians lhould tell the 

c ,V,llker, p. 61, 

f lb d P· 65• 
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C H A P. king, That if he did not confint to the utter abolition of epif 
LIX. B . . . h 

\....-v-....J copacy, he would be damned. ut It IS not Wltt out fome 
1648. indignation, that we read the following vote of the lords 

and commons. " The houfes, out of their detefl:ation 
" to that abominable idolatry ufed in the mafs, do de
" dare, that they cannot admit of, or confent unto any 
" fuch indulgence in any law, as is defired by his ma
" jefry for exempting the queen and her family from th@ 
" penalties to be enacted againft the exercife of the 
" ma.fs h." The treaty of marriage, the regard to the 
queen's fex and high !btion, even ·common humanity; 

all confi.Jerations were undervalued, in comparifon of 
their bigottcd prejudices i. 

IT was evidently the intereft, both of king and parlia-
ment, to finilh their treaty with all expedition ; and en

. deavour, by their combined force, to refifr, if poffible, 
the ufurping fury of the army. It feemed even the in
tercfr of the parliament, to leave, in the king's hand, a 
conliderable £hare of authority, by which he might ba 
en<lbled to protect them and himfelf, from fo dangerous 
an enemy. But the terms, on which they infified, were 
fo rigorous, that the king, fearing no worfe from the 
mofi: implacable enemies, was in no hafre to come to a 
conclufion. And fo great was the bigotry on both fides, 
that they were willing to facnfice the grcatefr civil inter
ells, rathtr than relinquifh the mofl: minute of the:r the
ological contentions. From thefe caufes, affifred by the 
artifice of the independents, the treaty was fpun out to 
fuch a length, that the invafions and infurreB:ions were 
every where fubdued ; and the army had leifure to execut~ 
their violent and f:.mguinary pJrpofes. 

Ci"i~ wu HAMILTON, having entered England with a numer-
and Jn,•alion h h d' _ . 1. d d 1l. . h' 
rerretTed, ous, t oug un IiCli) me army, urn: not umte 1 

forces with thofe of Langd;1le; becaufe the Engliili 

Walker, p. 7 t. i See note [E] at the end of the volume. 
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royalifis had refufed to take the covenant; and the Scot- C H A P. 

ti!h prefbyterians, though engaged for the king, refufed ~ 
to join them on any other terms. The two armies ~~43· 

marched together, though at fome difi:ance ; nor could 

even the approach of the parliamentary army under Crom-

wel, oblige the covenanters to confult their own fafety, 
by a clofe union with the royalifi:s. When principles 

are..fo abfurd and fo defi:ruB:ive of human fociety, it may 
fafely be affirmed, that, the more fincere and the more 

difinterefted they are, they only become the more ridicu-

lous and more odious. 

CRoMWEL feared not to oppofe 8ooo men, to the nu

merous armies of 2o,ooo, commanded by Hamilton and 

Langdale. Iie attacked the latter by furprize, near 

Prefi:on in Lancafhire k ; and, though the royalifi:s made 

a fi:out refifrance, yet, not being fuccoured in time by 

their confederates, they were almofr entirely cut t() 

pieces. .flamih:on was next attacked, put to rout, and 

purfued to Utoxeter, where he furrendered himfelf pri

foner. Cromwel followed his advantage; and marching 

into Scotland with a confiderable body, joined Argyle, 
who was alfo in arms; and having fuppreffed Laneric, 

I\1onro, and other moderate preibyterians, he placed the 
power entire! y in the hands of the violent party. The 

ccclefiafiical authority, exalted above the civil, exercifed 

the fevercfi vengeance on all who had a iharc in Hamil

ton's engagement, as it was called; nor could any of 

that party recover trufr, or even live in fafety, but by 
doing folemn and public penance for taking arms, by 

authority of parliament, in defence of their lawful Cove
reign. 

THE chancellor, Loudon, who had, at firfi:, counte

nanced Hamilton's enterprize, being terrified with the 

mcqaccs of the clergy, had, fome time before, go~e over 

k J7th of Au~uft. 
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c H 1\ P. to the other party; and he now, opc;1ly in the church, 
LIX. . - h. h 11 • - h n · h ·~ though invefted w1th the 1g tu: ctvil c ara~.:.ter m t e 
!6-tS. kingdom, did penance f0r his obedience to the p~rlia

ment, whicr he termed a carnal felf-jiekir.g. He accom
panied his penance with fo many tears, and fuch pathe
tical addreffes to the people for their prayers, in thi.3 his 
uttermoft forrow and difhefs, that an univerfal weeping 
:and lamentation took place among the deluded audienje 1 .. 

THE loan of great fums of ~ncney, often to the ruim 
<>f families, was exacted from all fuch as lay under any 
fnfpicion of favouring the king's ~arty, though their 
conduct had b_en ever fo inoffenfive. This was a de
vice, fallen upon by the ruling party, in order, as they 
faid, to reach Heart-Ma!ignants m. Never, in this ifland., 
was known a more fevere and arbitrary government, 
than was generally exercifed, by the patrons of liberty 
in both kingdoms. 

THE fiege of Colche.lrer terminated in a manner no 
lcfs unfortunate than Hamilton's engagement, for the 
royal caufe. After fuffering the u.tmoft extremity of fa
mine, after feeding on the vilefr aliments -; the garrifon 
defired, at lafi, to capitulate. Fairfax required them tG 
furrencler at difcretion; and he gave fuch an explanation 
to thefe terms, as to referve to himfeJf power, if he 
pleafed, tG put them all inftantly to the fword. The 
officers endeavoured, though in vain, to perfuade the fol
diers, by making a vigorous fally, to break through, or 
at leafr, to fell ueir liv~s- as dea!' as poffible. They were 
obliged n to accept of the conditions offered; and Fairfa~, 
inftigated by lreton, to whom CromweJ, in his abfence, 
.had configned over the government of the paffive general, 
{e;zed Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George Lifle, and re
folved to make them infrant facrifices to military jufrice. 
"This unufual feverity was loudly exclaimed againfr by all 

1 Whitlocke1 p. 3-6o, Sll Guthrey, n J8th of Auguft. 
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he pri~mers. Lord Capel, fearlefs of danger, reproach- c H A P. 
ed Ireton with it ; and <:hallenged him, as' they wer~ all ~ 
engaged in the fame honourable caufe, to cxercife the 1648• 

fame impartial vengeance on all of them. Lucas was 
lid! fhot, and he himfelf, gave orders to fire, with the 
fame alacrity, as if he had commanded a platoon of his 
own foldiers. Lifle inftantly ran and kiffed the dead 
body, and then chearftdly prefented himfelf to a like 
fate. Thinking that the foldiers, deftine·d for his execu-
tion, ftood at too great a diftance, he called to them to 
come nearer : One of them replied, 1' ll warrant you, Sit·, 
we'll bit you: He anfwered fmiling, Friends; I have heen 
nearer you when you have miffed me. Thus perilhed this 
generous fpirit, not lefs beloved for his modefty and hu-
manity, than efleemed for his courage and military con-
duel. 

SooN' after, a gentleman appearing in the king;s pre
fence, ' cloathed in mourning for Sir CHarles Lucas; 
that humane prince, fuddenly recollecting the liard fate 
of his friends, paid them a tribute, which none of his 
own unparalleled misfortunes ever extorted ftom him : 
He diffo1 ved into a flood of tears 0

• 

BY thefe multiplied fucceffes of the army, they had 
fubdued all their enemies ; and none remained but the 
helplefs king and parliament, to oppofe their violent reea
fures. From Cromv;el's fuggeftion, a remonfi:rance was 
drawn by the council of general officers, and fent to the 
parliament. They th~re complain of the treaty with the 

, king; demand hfs puniihment for the blood fpilt during 
the war; require a diffolution of the prefent parliament, 
and a more equal rcprefentative for the future; and affert; 
that, though fcrvants, they a;e intitled to rcprefent t~fc 
important points to their mafi:ers, who are themfclves no 
better than fervants and trufi:ees of the people. At the 

o Whitlocke. 
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c H A P. fame time, they advanced with the army to Windfor, 
LIX. · E r · h k' ' r N '---v----1 and fent colonel ure to 1C1ze t e _mg s pcr1on at ew-

• 164~· port, and convey him to Hurft cafl:le in the neighbour-
The k1ng d . d . n . .n. fi 
fm:ed again hood, where he was etame m very un~L con nement. 
bj thearmy. THIS meafure being forefeen fome time before> the 

king was exhorted to make his efcape, which was con
ceived to be very eafy: But having given his word to the 
parliament not to attempt the recovery of his liberty dur
ing the treaty, and three weeks after; he would not, by 
any pcrfuafion, be induced to hazard the reproach of 
violating that promife. In vain was it urged, that a 
promife, given to the parliament, could no longer be 
binding ; fince they could no longer afford him protec
tion from violence, threatened him by other perfons, to 
whom he was bound by no tye or engagement. The 
king would indulge no refinements of cafuifiry, however 
p]aufible, in fuch delicate fubjecrs; and was refolved, 
that, what depredations foever fortune fhould commit 
upon him, £he never fhould bereave him of his honour P. 

'THE parliament loft not courage, notwithfranding the 
danger, with which they were fo nearly menaced. Tho~ 

without any plan for refifiing military ufurpations, they 
1·ciolved to \Yithihnd .them to the uttermoft; and rather 
to bring on a violent and vifible fubverfion of govern
ment, than lend their authority to thofe illegal and fan
guinary meafures, which were projected. They fet afide 
the remonfirance of the army, without deign:ng to an
fwer it; they·voted the feizing of the king's perfon, to be 
·without their confent, and fent a meffage to the genera], 
to know by what authority that enterprize had been exe
cuted; and they iffued orders, that the army fhould ad- ' 

vance no nearer to London. 
HoLLIS, the prefent leader of the pre!byterians, was a 

man o_f unconquerable intrepidity; and many others or. 

P Col, C9oke's Memoirs1 P• 174• Rufu. vol. viii. p. I347· 



CHARLES I. 131 

that party 1econded his magnanimous fpirit. lt was pro- C H Ax P. 
Lf • 

pofed by them, that the generals and principal officers ~ 
1hould, for their difobedience and ufurpations, be pro- 16+3• 

claimed traitors by the parliament. 

BuT the parliament was dealing wi,th men, who would 
not be frightened by words, nor retarded by any fcrupu
lous delicacy. The generals, under the name of Fair
fax, (for he fl:ill allowed them to employ his name) 
marched the army to London, and placing guards in 
Whitehall, the Meufe, St. James's, Durham-houfe, 
Covent-garden, and Palace-yard, furrounded the parlia• 
ment with their hoftile armaments. 

THE parliament, deftitute of all hopes of prevailing, Decemb. 6. 

retained, however, courage to refift. They attempted, ;~.~;e~~ufc 
in the face of the army, to c1ofe their treaty with the 
king; and, though they ~ad formerly voted his concef-
fions with regard to the church and delinquents ·~o be 
unfatisfaCl:ory, they now took into confideration the final 
refolution with regard to the whole. After a violent 
debate of three days, it was carried, by a majority of 129 

againfl: 8 3, in the houfe of commons, that the king's 
conceffions were a foundation for the houfes to proceed 
upon in the fettlement of the kingdom. 

NExT day, when the commons were to meet, colonel 
Pride, formerly a drayman, had environcd the houfe with 
two regiments; and, directed by lord Grey of Groby, 
he feized in the paffage forty-one members of the prefby
terian party, and fent them to a low room, which paired 
by the appellation of hell; whence they were afrerwards 
carried to Ievera.l inns. Above r6o members more were 
excluded; and none were allowed to enter but the mofr 
furious and mofi: determined of the independents ; and 
thefe exceeded not the number of fifty or fixty. Tois 
invafion of the parliament commonly paifed ur.der the 

K 2 · na~ 
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C H A P. name of colonel Pride's purge; fo much difpofed was the 
LIX. . 1 • h h - h . f h [c ~ natwn to maKe merry w1t t e det ronmg o t o e mem-
x6f.S. bers, who had violently arrogated the whole authority of 

government, and deprived the king of his legal preroga
tives. 

THE fubfequent proceedings of the parliament, if this 
diminutive affembly deferves that honourable name, retain 
not the leafr appearance of law, equity, or freedom. 
'rhey infiantly reverfed the former vote, and declared the 
king's conceffions unfatisfaB:ory. They determined, that 
no member, abfent at this lafl: vote, fuould be received, 
till he fubfcribed it, as agreeable to his judgment. They 
renewed their former vote of non-addreffes. And they 
committed to prifon, Sir William Waller, Sir John Clot
worthy, the generals Maffey, Brown, Copley, and other 
leaders of the prefbyterians. Thefe men, by their credit 
and authority, which was then very high, had, at the 
commencement of the war, fupported the parliament; 
and thereby prepared the way for the greatnefs of the pre
fent leaders, who, at that time, were of finall account 
in the nation. 

THE fecluded members having publi:lhed a paper, con
taining a narrative of the violence, which had been exer
cifcd upon them, and a protefration, that all aCts were 
void, which, from that time, had been tranfaB:ed in the 
houfe of commons; the remaining members encountered 
it with a declaration, in which they pronounced it falfe, 
fcandalous, feditious, and tending to the defrruttion of 
the vifible and fundamental government of the kingdom. 

THESE fudden and violent revolutions held the whole 
nation in terror and afi:oni:lhment. Every man dreaded to 
be trampled under foot, in the contention between thofe 
Jnighty powers, which difputed for the fovereignty of the 
ftate. Many began to withdraw their effects beyond fea: 
Foreigners fcrupled to give any credit to a people, fo torn 

by 
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by domefric faction, and opprefred by military ufurpa- C H A p. 
. E h . l LIX. t10n: ven t e mterna commerce of the kingdom began ~ 

to fragnate: And, in order to remedy thefe growing evils, 1648. 

the generals, in the name of the army, publifhed a de
claration, in which they expreffcd their refolution of fup-
porting law and jufiice <J. 

THE more to quiet' the minds of men, the council of 
officers took into confideration, a fcheme called The agree

ment of the people; being the plan of a republic, to be 
fubfiituted in the place of that government, which they 
had fo violently pulled in pieces. l\1any parts of this 
fcheme, for correCl:ing the inequalities of the reprefentative, 

are plaufible; had the nation been difpofed to receive it, 

or had the army intended to impofe it. Other parts are 
too perfeCl: for human nature, and favour frrongly of that 
fanatical fpirit, fo prevalent throughout the kingdom; 

THE height ·of all ,iLliquity and fanatical extravagance 
yet remained; the public trial and execution of their 
fovereign. To this period was every meafure precipitated 
by the zealous independents. The parliamentary leaders 
of that party had intended, that the army, themfclvcs, 
fhould execute that daring enterprize ; and they deemed 

fo irregular and lawlefs a deed, befi fitted to fuch irregu
lar and lawlefs inftruments r. But the generals were too 
wife, to load themfelves fingly with the infamy, which, 

they knew, muft attend an action, fo :lhocking to the 
general fentiments of mankind. The parliament, they 
were refolved, fuould ihare with them the reproach of a 
mcafure, which was thought requifite for the advance
ment of their common ends of fafety and ambition. In 

the houfe of commons, therefore, a committee was ap
pointed to bring in a charge againfi. the king. On their 
report a vote pafred, declaring it treafon in a king:, to 
1. vy war againfi his parliament, and appointing a HIGH 

q Ruih. vol. viii. p. 1364. r Whitlocke. 
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c r.r A P CouRT oF JUSTICE to try Charles for this new invented • 
~X~ treafon. This vote was fent up to the houfe of peers. 

Je ~ 8 • THE houfe of peers, during the civil wars, had, all 

January 4• 

along, been of fmall account; but it had lately, fince 
the king's fall, become totally cqntemptible; and very 
few members would fubmit to the mortification of attend
ing it. It happened, that day, to be fuller than ufual, 
and they were affembled to the number of fixteen. With
out one diffenting voice, and almofi: without deliberation, 
t~cy inftantly rejected the vote of the lower houfe, and 
adjourned themfelves for ten days; hoping, that this 
delay would be abJe to retard the furious career of ~he 
commons~ 

THE commons were not to be !topped by fo fmall an 
obfi:ade. Havrng firfr eftablifhcd a principle, which is 
noble in itfclf, and feems fpecious, but is belied by all 

hiftory and experience, That the people are the origin of all 
juJl power; they next declared, that the commons of 
England, aficmbled in parliament, being chofen by the 
people, and reprefenting them, haye the fupreme autho· 
rity of the nation, and that whatever is enacted and de
clared law by the commons, bath the force of law, with ... 
out the confent of king or houfe of peers. The ordi
~ance for the trial of Charles Stuart, king of England, 
fo they called him, was again read and unanimoufly af-
fcnted to. · 

IN proportion t0 the enormity of the violences and 
ufurpations, were augmented the pretences of fanClity, 
among thofe regicides. " Should any one have volun. 
" tarily propofed;u faid Cromwel in the houfe, " to 
~ bring the king to punilhment, I ihould have regarded 
" him as the greateft traitor; but, fince providence and 

" neceffity have caft us upon it, I will pray to God for a 
" bldling on your counfels ; though I am not prepared 

" to ' . I 
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'" to give you any advice on this important occafion. C H A P. 

" Even I myfelf," fubjoined he, " when I was lately ~ 
" offering up petitions for his majefty's refroration, felt 164-g. 

" my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, and con-

" fidered this fupernatural movement as the anfwer, which 

~' heaven, having rejected the king, had fent to my fup "':' 

<' plications." 
A WOMAN of Hertfordfuire, illuminated by propheti

cal vifions, defired admittance into the military council, 

and communicated to the officers a revelation, which af

fured them, that their meafllres were confecrated from 

above, and ratified by a heavenly fanCl:ion. This intelli

gence gave them great comfort, and much confirmed them 

in their prefent rcfolutions s. 

CoLONEL Harrifon, the fon of a butcher, and the 

mofr furious enthufia:ft in the army, was fent with a firong 

party to conduB: the king to London. At Windfor, 

Hamilton, who was there detained a prifoner, was ad

mitted into the king.,s prefence: and falling on his knees, 

pafiionately exclaimed, My dear majler !-1 have indeed 

heen fo to you, replied Charles, embracing him. No far

ther intercourfe was allowed between them. ~The king 

was infrantly hurried away. Hamilton long followed 

him with his eyes, all fuffufed in tears, and prognofii

cated, that, in this fuort falutation, he had given the !aft 

~dieu to his fovereign and his friend. 

CHARLES himfelf was a:lfured, that the period of his 

life was n~w approaching; but notwithfianding all the 

preparations, which were making, and the intelligence, 

which he received, he could not, even yet, believe, that 

is enemies really meant to conclude their vioiences by a 
public trial and execution. A private affaffination he every 

moment looked for; and though Harrifon affured him, 

that,his apprehenfions were entirely groundlefs, it was by 

• Wbjtlocke, P• 3~0. 
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c H A P. that C:!tafhophe, fo frequent with dethroned princes, that 
LIX. . h' 1'- I 11 \--v---1 he expected to termmate 1s Ite. n appearance~ as we 
1649· as in reality, the king was now dethroned. All the 

exterior fymbols of fovereignty were withdrawn, and his 
attendants had orders to ferve him without ceremony. At 
firfr, he was !hocked with infrances of rudenefs and 
familiarity, to which he had been fo little accufl-omed. 

J.. othing fo contemptible as a defpifed p1·ince! was the reflec
tion, which hey fuggefled to him. But he foon recon
ciled his mind to this, as he had done to his other ca
~:un;ties. 

ALL the circumfbnces of the trial were now adjufied; 

and the high court of jufrice fully confrituted. It con

filled of I 33 erfons, as named by the commons ; but 
t!1er..: ~ _rce y e\'er fate above 70: So difficult was it found, 
not\V.flfrz.n 'i! g the blin nefs of prejudice, and the allure
ments of i terc.r, to cng ge men of any name or charac
ter in th t criminal me~fure. Cromwe1, Ircton, Har
rifon, and the Lief officers of the army, mofr of them 
or- mean bifL: , were memoers, together with fome of the 
lo\T er hou e and fome citizens of London. The twelve 
jud es w~re at firfr appointed in the number: But as they 
had a rm d, th t it was contrary to all the ideas of Eng· 
Iifn )a v ro try the king for treafon, by whofe authority 
ali accufdion- for treafon mufr neceifarily be conduB:ed; 
their names as \ eH as thofe of fome peers, \Yere after-
v~rds ru k ou . Bradfuaw, a lawyer, was chofen pre

fiuent. C k w.1s appointed folicitor for the people of 
.ng and. I onflau~, 3teele, and Afke, were named af-

iJfi ts. The eo r fat in VI fiminfter-ha11. 

r mar ule, -hat, in calling over the court, 
cri.?r pronounc d the name of Fairfax, which 

n . :ferted in the number, a voice came from one 
of the ·r '1 tors, and ctied, He has more wit than to be 
htr • h n he eh r~e was read aga·n.a the king, In the 

nam~ 



CHARLES I. 

ame of tl;e people of England; the fame voice exclaimed, C H A P. 
LIX. 

Not a tenth part of them. Axtcl the officer, who guarded ...___,_--.J 

the court, giving orders to fire into the box, whence thefe s649· 

infolent fpeeches came; it was difcovercd, that lady Fair-
fax was there, and that it was fhc who had had the cou-
rage to utter them. She was a pcrfon of noble extrar.:l:ion, 
daughter of Horace lord V ere of Tilbury; but being 
feduced by the violence of the times, fhe had long feconded 
her hu!b:md's zeal againft the royal caufe, and was now, 
as well as he, :firuck with abhorrence at the fatal and 
unexpeeted confequence of all his boafted viB:ories. 

THE pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of this tranf- The king~~~ 

aCl:ion correfponded to the greateft conception, that is trial. 

fuggeftcd in the annals of human kind; the delegates of 
a great people fitting in j udgmolt upon their fupreme 
magiftrate and trying him for his mifgovernment and 
breach of tru:ft. The folicitor, in name of the commons, 
repre.fented, that Charles Stuart, being admitted king of 
England, and entrlffled with a limited power; yet never-
thelefs, from a wicked defign to erect an unlimited and 
tyrannical government, had traiteroufly and malicioufly 
levied war againft the prefent parliament, and the people, 
whom they reprefented, and was therefore impeached as a 
tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and implacable 
enemy to the commonwealth. After the , charge was 
finifhed, the prefident direB:cd his difcourfe to the king, 
and told him, that the court expeB:ed his anfwer. 

THE king, though' long detained a prifoner, and now 
produced as a criminal, fuftained, by his magnanimous 
courage, the majefty of a monarch. With great temper 
and dignity, he declined the authority of the court, and 
refufcd to fubmit himfelf to their jurifdiB:ion. He repre
fented, that, having been engaged in treaty with his two 
houfes of parliament, and having finifhed almoft every 
article, he had expeCted to be brought to his capital in 

another 
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c U A P. a·nothcr manner, and ere this time, to have been refl:ored 
LIX. . d. . 11 h. [c l 
~ to hts power, tgmty, revenue, as we as to IS per ona 

1649· liberty: That he could not now perceive any appearance 
of the upper houfe, fo effential a member of tlte confti
tution; and had learned, that even the commons, whofe 
authority was pretended, were fubdued by lawlefs force, 
and were bereaved of th~ir liberty: That he himfelf was 

their NATIVE HEREDJT AR Y KING; nor was the whole 

authority of the Jlate, though free and united, in titled to 
try him, who derived his dignity from the Supreme Ma
jefiy of Heaven: That, admitting thofe extravagant prin
ciples, which levelled all orders of 111..en, the court could 
plead no povver, delegated by the people; unlefs the con
fent of every individual, down to the meanefi and mofl: 

ignorant peafant, ha<.l been previoufly afked and obtained: 

That he acknowledged, without fcruple, that he had a 

trujl, committed to him, and one mofi facred and in
violable; he was entrufied with the liberties of his people, 
and would not now betray them, by recognizing a power, 

founded on the mofi atrocious violence and ufurpation : 

That having taken arms, and frequently expofed his life, 

in .defence of public liberty, of the confritution, of the 

fundamental laws of the kingdom, he was willing, in 
this lafl: and mofl: folemn fcene, to feal with his blood 
thofe precious rights, for which, though in vain, he had 

fo long contcnJed: That thofe, who arrogated a title to 
fit as his judges, were born his fubjeB:s, and born fubjecrs 
to thofe laws, which determined, That the king can do na 
wrong: That he was not reduced to the neceffity of fhel
tering himfelf under this general maxim, which guards 

every Englifh monarch, even the leafi deferving; but 
was able, by the mofl: fatisfaetory reafons, to jufl:ify thofe 
meafures, in which he had been engaged: That, to the 

whole world, and even to them~ his pr~tended judges, 

he was defirous, if called upon in another manner, to 

prove 
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;f}rove the integrity of his conduCt, and affert the juftice c H A P• 

of thofe defenfive arms, to which, unwillingly and unfor-~ 
tunately, he had had recourfe: But that, in order to 1649• 

preferve an uniformity of conduCt, he mufi:, at prefcnt~ 

forego the apology for his innocence ; left, by ratifying 

an authority, no better founded than that of robbers and 

pyrates, he be juftly branded as the betrayer, infread of 
being applauded as the martyr, of the confritution. 

THE prefident, in order to fupport the majefry of the 

people, and maintain the fuperiority of his court above 
the prifoner, frill inculcated, that he mufi not decline the 

authority of his judges; that they over-ruled his objec-
- tions ; that they were delegated by the people, the only 

fource of every lawful power; and that kings themfelves 

aB:ed but in truft from that community, which had in
vefted this high court of juftice with its jurifdiCl:ion. 

Even according to thofe principles, which, in his prefent 
fituation, he was perhaps obliged to adopt, his behaviour, 

in general, will appear not a little harfh and barbarous ; 
but when we confider him as a fubjeCl:, and one too of no 

high charaCter, addreffing himfelf to his unfortunate fove-
•reign, his ftyle will be efreemed, to the lafr degree, au

dacious and infolent. 

TI-lREE times was Charles produced before the court, 
and as often declined their jurifdiction. On the fourth, 

the judges having examined fome witneffes, by whom it 
was proved, that the king had appeared in arms againft 

the forces commiffioned by the parliament, they pro
nounced fentence againfi: him. He feemed very anxious, 

;at this time, to be admitted to a conference with the two 

houfes; and it was fuppofed, that he intended to refign 
the crown to his fon: But the court refufed compliance, z7th Jan. 

and confidered that requefl: as nothing but a delay of 

juftice. 
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C H A P, IT is confeffed, that the king's behaviour, during this lafl: 
LIX. 

'--v--J period of his life, does honour to his memory; and that, 
I649• in all appearances before his judges, he never forgot his 

part, either as a prince or as a ,man. Firm and intrepid, 
he maintained, in each reply, the utmoft perfpicuity and 
jufinefs both of thought and expreffion: Mild and equa
ble, he rofe into no paffion at that unufual authority, 
which was affumed over him. His foul, without effort 
or afFectation, feemed only to remain in the fituation fa
miliar to it, and to look down with contempt on all the 
efforts of human malice and iniquity. The foldiers, 
infiigatcd by their fupcriors, were brought, though with 
difficulty, to cry alou<.l for juftice: Poor fouls! faid the 
king to one of his 3-tten<.lants ; for a little money they would 
do as mucb agail!Jl tbeir commanders t, Some of them were 
permitted to go the utmoft length of brutal infolence, and 
to fpit in his face, as he was conducted along the paifage 
to the court. To excite a fentiment of piety was the 
only effeCt, which this inhuman infult was able to pro, 
duce upon him. 

THE people, though under the rod of lawlcfs, un
limited power, could not forbear, with the mofi ardent 
prayers, to pour forth their willies for his prefervation; 
and, in his prefent diftrefs, they avowed him, by their 
generous tears, for their monarch, whom, in their mif .. 
guided fury, they had before fo violently rejected. The 
king was foftened at this moving fcene, and exprelfed his 
gratitude for their <.lutiful affeCtion. One foldier too, 
fcized by contagious fympathy, demanded from heaven a 
bleffing on oppreffed and fallen majefi:y: His officer, over
hearing the prayer, beat him to the ground in the king's 
prefence. The punijhment, methinks, exceeds the offence: 
This was the refleCtion which Charles formed on that 
occafion u. 

t R ufu. vol. viii. p. r 415. u Warwick, P• 339• 
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As foon as the intention of trying the king was known C H A P. 
• c . • r .n.. 1 . LIX • m 1ore1gn natiOns, 10 enormous a~ al.:.non was exc aimed '--v---1 
againfl: by the general voice of reafo 1 and humanity; 1649~ 
and all men, under whatever form of government they 
were born, rejected this example, as the utmofr dfort of 
undifguifed ufurpation, and the mofr heinous infult on 
law and jufrice. The French ambaffador, by orders from 
his court, interpofed in the king's behalf: The Dutch 
employed their good offices: The Scots exclaimed and 
protefred againfl: this violence: The queen, the prince, 
wrote pathetic letters to the parliament. All felicitations 
were found fruitlefs with men whofe refolutions were 
fixed and irrevocable. 

FouR of Charles's friends, perfons of virtue and dig
nity, Richmond, Hertford, Southampton, Lindefey, ap
plied to the commons. They reprefented, that they were 
the king's counfellors, and had concurred, by their ad
vice, with all thofe meafures, which were now imputed 
as crimes to their royal mafrer : That, in the eye of the 
law, and according to the dictates of common reafon, 
they alone were guilty, and were alone expofed to cenfure 
for every blameable action of the prince : And that they 
now prefented themfelves, in order to fave, by their owa 
puni!hment, that precious life, which it became the com
mons themfelves, and every fubjeB:, with the utmofl: 
hazard, to protect and defend w. Such a generous effort 
tended to their honour; but contributed nothing towards 
the king's fafety. 

THE people remained in that filence and afroni!hment, 
which all great paffiom, when they have not an oppor
tunity of exerting themfclvcs, naturally produce in the 
human mind. The foldiers, being inceffantly plied with 
prayers, fermons, and exhortations, were wrought up to 
;1 degree of fury' and imagined,. that, in the acb of the 

w Perinchef1 p. S 5· Lloyde.,. p. p . 
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c H A P . mofi: ext reme diDoyalty towards their prince, confifl:cd 
~their highefl: m~rit in the eye of heaven x. 

J649• THREE days were allowed the king between his fen-
tence and hi s execution. T his interval he paffed with 
great tranquill ity, chiefly in reading and devotion. All 
his family, that remained in England, were allowed accefs 
to him. I t confifi:e c.l only of the princefs Elizabeth and 
the duke of Glocefrcr; for the duke of York had made 
his efcape. Gloccfrer was little more than an infant : 
The princefs, notwithfranding her tender years, fhewed 
an advanced j udgment; and the c:llamities of her family 
had made a deep impreffion upon her. After many pious 
confolations and advices, the king gave her in charge to 
tell the queen, that, during the whole courfe of his life, 
he had never once, even in thought, failed in his fidelity 
towards her; and that his conjugal tendernefs and his life 
fuould have an equal duration. 

To the young duke too, he could not forbear giving 
fome advice, in order to feafon his mind with early prin
ciples of loyalty and obedience towards his brother, who 
was fo foon to be his fovereign. Holding him on his 
knee, he faid, _" Now they will cut off thy father's 
" head." At thefe words, the child looked very fred
fafi:ly upon him. " Mark! child, what I fay: . They 
" will cut off my head ! and perhaps make thee a king : 
" But mark what I fay: Thou muft not be a king, as 
" long as thy brothers, Charles and James, are alive. 
" They will cut off thy brothers' heads, when they can 
" catch them ! And thy head too they will cut off at 
" lafl: ! And therefore I charge thee, do not be made a 
" king by them!" The duke, fighing replied, " I will 
" be torn in pieces firfr !" So determined an anfwer, 
from one of fuch tender years, filled the king's eyes with 
tears of joy and admiration. 

x Burnet'$ Hiftory of his own Ti~'• 
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EvtRY night, during this interval, the king flept c H A P. 

found as ufual; though the noifc of workmen, employed ~ 
in framing the fcafFold, and other preparations for his 1649• 

execution, continually refounded in his ears Y. The 
morning of the fatal day, he rofe early; and c1lling 
Herbert, one of his attendnats, he bade him employ more 
than ufual care in dreffing him, and preparing him for fo 
great and joyful a folemnity. Bilhop Juxon, a man 3oth Jan .. 

endowed with the fame mild and !teddy virtues, by which 
the king himfelf was fo much difiinguiihed, affifl:ed him 
in his devotions, and paid the lafl: melancholy duties to 
his friend and fovereign. 

THE fireet before Whitehall was the place defi-ined for And exe ... 

the execution: For it was intended, by choofing that cution. 

very place, in fight of his own palace, to difplay more 

evidently the triumph of popular jufl:ice over royal ma-
jefi:y. When the king came upon the fcaffold, he founu 
it fo furrounded with foldiers, that he could not expeCt to 
be heard by any of the people : He addre.lfed, therefore, 
his difcourfe to the few perfons who were about him, 
particularly colonel Tomlinfon, to whofe care he had 

lately been committed, and upon \vhom, as upon many 

others, his amiable deportment had wrought an entire 
converfion. He j ufi-ificd his own innocence in the late 
fatal wars, and obferved, that he had not taken arms, till 
after the parliament had ii1liHed forces ; nor had he any 
other objeCt in his warlike operations, than to preferve 
that authority entire, which his ancefiors had tranfmitted 
to him. He threw not, however, the blame upon the 
parliament; but was more inclined to think, th<lt ill in
:firuments had inte1 pof< d, and excited in them fears anti 
jealoufics with regard to his intentions. Though inno-
cent towards his people, he acknowledged the equity of 
his execution in the eyes of his l\1aker; anJ obfen·ed 

Y Clement W al ' er' hifi ry of i~d pen ~nry. 
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c H A P that an unjufr fentcnce, which he had fuffered to tak~ 
LIX • 

..___..--;effect, was now punilhed by an unjufr fentence upon him~ 
1 '49· felf. He forgave all his enemies, even the chief infhu

ments of his death ; but f!xhorted them and the whole 
·nation to return to the ways of peace, by paying obedi_. 

ence to their lawful fovereign, his fon and fucceffor. 
When he was preparing himfelf tor the block, bifhop 

J uxon called to him : " There is, Sit, but one· ftage 
" more, which, though turbulent and troublefome, is 

" yet a very !hort one. Confider, it will foon carry you 

" a great way; it will carry you from earth to heaven; 

" and there you fhall find, to your great joy, the prize, 

" to which you haficn, a crown of glory." " I go," 
replied the king, '' from a corruptible to an incorruptible 
" -crown ; where no difiurbanc;e can have place." At 

one blow was his head fevered from his body. A man in 

a vizor performed the office of executioner: Another, in 

a like difguife, held up, to the fpetl:ators, the head, 

il:reaming with blocd, and cried aloud, This is the head of 
a traitor! 

IT is impoffible to defcribe the grief, indignation, and 

afioniihment, which took ·place, not only among the 

fpeB:ators, who were overwhelmed with a flood of for
row, but throughout the whole nation, as foon as the 
report of this fatal execution was conveyed to them. 
Never monarch, in the full trim:nph of fuccefs and vic

tory, was more dear to his people, than his misfortunes 
and magnanimity, his patience and piety, had rendered 

this unhappy prince. In proportion to their former de}u .. 
fions, which had animated them againft him, was the 
violence of their return to duty and affection; while each 

reproached himfelf, either with aB:ive diflcyalty towards 

him, or with too indolent defence of his oppreffed caufe. 
On weaker minds, the effeB: of thefe complicated paffions 

wa<J prodigious, Women are faid to have <:aft forth the 

~ntimely 



, 
CHARLES I. 

untimely fruit of their womb: Others fell into convul- C ~~4. P. 

fions, or funk into fuch a melancholy as attende.d them .._,.....,,-.J, 
to their grave: Nay fome, unmindful of th.emfelves, as 1.649• 

though they could not, or would not furvive their be· 
loved prince, it is reported, fuddenly fell clown dead, 

The very puipits were bedewed with unfubo_rned tears; 
thofe pulpits, which had formerly thundered out the moft 
violent imprecations and anathemas againft him. And all 
men united in their detefration of thofe hypocritical parri-

cides, who, by fanttified pretences, had fo long difguifed 

their treafons, and in this laft aB: of iniquity, had thro\Vn 
• an indelible frain upon the nation. 

A FRESH' infl:ance of hypocrify was difplayed the very 
day of the king's death. The generous Fairfax, not 

content with being abfent trom the trial, had u[ed all the 
inteteft, which he yet retained, to prevertt the execution 

of the fatal fentencc; and had even employed perfuafion 
with his own regiment, though none elfe fuould follow him, 
to refcue the king from his di!loyal murderers. Cromwel 

and Ircton, informed. of this intention, endeavoured to 
convince him, that the Lord had rejeB:ed the king; and 

they exhorted him to feek by prayer fome direCtion from · 
heaven on this important occafion: But they concealed 
from him, that they had alr~ady figned the warrant for 
the execution. Harrifon was the perfon appointed to 

join in prayer with the unwary general. By agreement, 
he prolonged liis doleful cant, till intcl! igence arrived, 

that the fatal blow was ffruck. He then rofe from his 

:knees, and infifted witli Fairfax, that this event was a 

miraculous and providential anfwer, which heaven had 

fent to their devout fupplications z. 

IT being remarked, that the king, the moment before 
he fl:retched out his neck to the executioner, had faid to 

J uxon, with a very earnefr accent, the .fingle word> 

:z. Hethert, p. t i S• 
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C H A J.>, REMEMBER; great myfieries were fuppofcd to be con• 
l.IX. · · 
~ cealed under that expreffion; and the generals vehemently 

1649. infifled with the prelate, that he fhould inform them of 

tli~ king's meaning. J uxon told them, that the k!ng, 
·having frequel!t!y charged him to inculcate on his fon the 

forgivenefs of ~is murderers, had taken this opportunity, 
in the lafl: moment of his life, when his commands, he 

fuppofed, would be regarded as facred and inviolable, to 

re-iterate th.at defire; and that his mild fpirit t)1Us ter
minated its prefent courfe, by an act of benevolence to
wards his greatcfi enemies. 

THE charaCter of this prince, as th:tt of mofl: men, if 
not of all men, was mixed; but his virtues predominated 

extremely above his vices, or, more properly [peaking, · 

his imperfecrions: For fcarce any of his faults rofe to 

that pitch as to merit the appellation of vices. To con

fider him in the moH: favourable light, it may be affirmed, 

tliat his dignity was free from pride, his humanity from 

weaknefs, his bravery from rafhnefs, his temperance from 

aufl:crity, his frugality from avarice: All thefe virtues, 

in him, maintained their proper bounds, and merited 

unrefervcd praife. To fpeak the mofr harfhly of him, 

we may affirm, tha~ many of his good qualities were 

attended wi th fome latent frailty, which, though feem· 
ingly inconfiJerablc, was able, when feconded by the 

extreme malevolence of his fottune, to difappoint them 
of all their influence: 'His beneficent difpofition was 

clouded by a manner not very gracious ; h1s virtue v:as 

tincrured with fuperfrition; his good fenfe was disfigured 

by a deference to perfons of a capacity m4ch inferior to 

his own; and his mod~rate temper exempted him not from 
• I • 

hafl:y and precipitate rcfolutions. He dcfervcs the epithet of 

a good, rather than of a great man ; and was more fitted 
to rule in a regular eR;,bliihed government, than either to 
give way to the encroachments ~ a pop~dar a!fembly, or 

finally 
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:finally to fubdue their pretenfions. He wanted fup1 lenefs C H A P. 

and dexterity fufficient for the firfr rr.e:1furc: He was not~ 
endowed -vvith the vigour requifite for the fecond. Had 1649· 

he been born an abfolute prince, his humanity ~nd good 
fenfc had rcnddcd his reign happy and his memory pre-
cious: Had the limitations on prGogative been, in his 
time, quite fixed and cettain, his integrity had made him 
regard, as facrccl, the boundaries of th~ confiitution. 
Unhappily, his fate threw him into a period, when the 
precedents of many former reigns favoured fi:rongly of 
arbitrary power, and the genius of the people ra~l vio-
lently towards liberty. And if his political prudence was 
not fuffitient to extricate him from fo perilous a fituation, 
he may be excufcd ; fince, evrn after tl1c event, when it 
is commonly eafy to correct all errors, one is at a lofs to 
determine what co~1duet, in his circumfra!1Ccs, could 
have maintained the authority of the crown, and pre-
fervcd the peace of the nation. Expofcd, without re-
venue, without arms, to the aiTault of furious, implacable, 
and bigotted faB:ions, it was never permitted him, but 
with the mofi: fatal confequences, to commit the fmallcft 
mifrakc; a condition too rigorous to be impofed on the 
greatefr human capacity. 

SoME hifrorians have rafhly quefiioncd the good f:'lith 
of this prince : But, for this reproach, the mofl: malig
nant fcrutiny of his conduct, which, in every circum
fiance, is now thoroughly knov:.a, affords not any reafon
abl~ founda~ion. On the contrary, if we confider the 
extreme difficulties, to which he was fo frequently re
duced, and compare the fincerity of his profeffions and 
declarations; we {hall avow, that probity aud honour 

I 

ought jufi:ly to be numbered among his mofr fh!ning. 
qualities. In every treaty, thofe co~ccffions, which, be 
thought, he could not, in confcicncc, maintain, he 
Jl.ever could, by ~my motive or pcrfuafion, be induced to 

L 2. make. 
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c H A P. make. And though fome violations of the · petition of 
LIX. . . d h' h r • r "b d '--v---J nght may be xmputc to 1m; t e1e are more to be a1cn c 

16.;g. to the neceffity of his fituation, and to the lofty ideas of 
royal prerogative, which he had imbibed, than "to any 
failure in the integrity of his principles a. 

THIS prince was of a comely prcfence; of a fweet, 
but melancholy afpetl:. His face was regular, handfome, 
and well complexioned; his body fl:rong, healthy, and 
jufl:ly proportioned ; and being of a middle fraturc, he 
was capable of enduring the greatefi: fatigues. . He ex .. 
·~elled in horfemaniliip and other exercifes; and he pof
feffed all the exterior, as well as many of the c.ffential 
qualities, which form an accompliilied prince. 

THE tragical death of Charles begat a quefiion, whe· 
ther the people,. in any cafe, were in titled to judge and 
to punifh their fovcreign; and mofi men, regarding chiefly 
the atrocious ufurpation of the pretended judges, and the 
merit of the virtuous prince who fuffercd, were .nclined 
to condemn the republican principles, as highly {editious 
and extravagant: But there frill were a few, who, ab
ftraB:ing from the particular circumfiances of d.is cafe, 
were able to confider the q udl:ion in general, and were 
inclined to moderate, not contradiCt, the prevaiLng fen
timent. Such might have .been their reafoning. If C\'er, 

on any occafion, it were laudable to conceal tru:h from 
the populace; it mufi be confeifed, that the dod:rine of 
refifl:ance affords fuch an example; and that al l fpecu
lative rea_foners ought to obferve, with regard t<? this prin
ciple, the fame cautious filence, which the Jaws, in every 
fpecies of government, have ever prefcribed to themfelves. 
Government is infiituted, in order to refirain the fury and 
inj ufl:ice of the people; and being always founded o.l\ 
opinion, ·not on force, it is dangerous to wea{en, by 
thefe fpeculations, the reverence, which the multitude 

a Sea note [F] at the end of the volume, 
z . ow~ 
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t>wc to authority, and to in!hutl them beforehand, that C H A r. 
, . LlX • 

.tne ca!e can never happen, when they may be freed from ~ 
their duty of allegiance. Or ihould it be fot!nd in!poffible t6;~. 

to refrrain the licence of human difq L}ifitions, it mu:fl: be 

ackno.vledged, that the doctrine of obedience ought alone 

to be inculcated") and that the exceptions, which are rare, 

ought fddom or never to be mentioned in popular rcafon-

ings and difcourfes. Nor is there any danger, that man-

kind, by this prudent rcferve, ihould univ~rfdly degene-

rate ir.to a :fbte of abjeB: fervitude. \Vhen the exception 

really occurs, even though it be not previoufly expe8.ed 

and defcanted on, it muft> from its v~ry nature, be fo 

obvio11s and undifputed, as to remove all doubt, and 

overpower the rc:fhaint, however great, impofed by teach-

ing tte general doctrine of obedience. But between re ... 

fifl:ing a prince and dethroning him, there is a wide inter-

val; and the abufcs of power, whirh can warrant the 

latter violence, are greater and more enormous, than 

thofe which will jufiify the former. Hifiory, however, 

fupplies us with examples even of this kind; and the 

reality- of the fuppofition, though, for the future, it 

ough1 eve.r to be little looked for, muft, by all candid 

enquirersp be acknowledged in the pa{L But between 

dctl)r•).ning a prince and punifhing him, there is another 

very wi-de interval; and it were not firange, if even m~.~. of 

the mofi enlarged thought ihould que:fl:ion,wheth<..r human 

nature could ever, in any mon:il.rch, reach that height of de-

pravi:y, as to warrant, i!). revolted fubjeCt.s, this lafr a0 of 

cx,rraordinary jurifdicrion. Tlnt illulion, if it be an illu-

fion, which teaches us to pay a facred regard to the per-

fons of princes, is fo falutary, that to diffipate it by the 

formal trial and punif11ment of a fovereign, will have 

more pernicious efFeCl:s upon the people, than the example 

pf jufl:ice can be fuppofed to have a beneficial influence 

uron princes, by checking their career of tyranny. It is 
L 3 dan!?erous 
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c H A P. dangerous alfo, by thefe examples, to reduce princes to 
LIX. h · · · n. r ~ defpair, or bring matters to fuc extremities agamu per1ons 
1679• endowed with great power, ~s to leave them no rcfource, 

but in the mofi: violent and moll: fan.guinary counfe1s. 
This general pofition being efi:ablifhed, it mufi:, however, 
be obferved, that no reader, almofi: of any party or prin
ciple, was ever !hocked, when he read, in antient hifi:ory, 
that the Roman fenate voted Nero, their abfolute f9ve
reign, to be a public enemy, and, even without trial, 
condemned hin; to the feverefl: and mofi: 1gnommwus 
puniihment; a punifhment, from which the meanefr 
Roman citizen was, by the laws, exempted. The crimes 
of that bloody tyrant are fo enormous, that they break 
through all rules; and extort a confcffion, that fuch a 
dethroned prince is no longer fuperior to his people, and 
can no longer plead, in his O'\.\:"n defence, laws, which 
were efi:ablifhed for conducting the ordinary courfe of 
adminifi:ration. But when we pafs from the cafe of Nero 
to that of Charles, · the 'great difproportion, or rather 

· total contrariety, of charaCter immediately fl:rikes us; 
, and we frand afi:oniilied, that, among a civilized people, 
fo much virtue could ever meet with fo fatal a catafi:rophe. 
ffifiory, the great mifi:rcfs of wifdom, furnifhcs examples 
of all kinds; and every prudential, as well as moral 
precept, may be authorized by thofe events, which her 
enlarged mirror is ~ble to prefent to us. From the 
memorable re1.rolutions, which paffed in England during 
this period, we may naturally deduce the fame ufeful 
J.effon, which Charles himfelf, in his later years, inferred; 

' that it is dangerous for princes to affume more authority, 
than the laws have allowed them. But, it mufr be con .. 
felfed, that thcfe events furnifh us with another infrruc .. 
tion, no lefs natural, and no lefs ufeful, concerning the 
madnefs of the people, the furies of fanaticifm, and the 
danger of mercenary armies. 



C· HA R LE S I. sr 
IN order to clofe tliis part of Briti!h h1i1 ry, it i alf~ H ~ P. 

neceflary to relate the diffolution of the monarchy · n ~ 
'England : That event foon followed upon the death of 1649. 

h h d 
. 6t~l f eb, 

t e monarch. W en the peers met, on the ay appo!r>tcd 

in their adjournment, they entered upon bL finds, and 

fcnt down fome votes to the commons, of which the; 

latter deigned not to take the leafr notice. In a few days, 

the lower houfe paffed a vote, that they iliould m:1ke no 

more addreffes to the houfe of peers, nor rective any 

from them; Jlnd that that houfe was ufelefs and danger-

ous, and was therefore to be aboliihed. A like vote 

pafTed with regard to the monarchy ; and it is remark-

able, that Martin, a zealous republican, in the debate 911 

this quefi:ion, confeffecl, that, if they defired a king, the 

]aft was as proper as any gentleman in England b. The 

commons ordered a new great feal to be engraved, on 

which that affembly was reprefented, with this legend, 

ON THE FIRST YEAR oF FREEDOM, BY Gon's a-LES-

SING, RESTORED, 1648. The forms of all public bufi-

ncfs were changed, from the king's name, to that of the 

.keepers of the li~erties .. of England c. And it was de-

clared high treafon to proclaim, or any otherwife ac .. 

knowledge Charles Stuart, commonly called prince of 

\Vales. 

THE commons intended, it is faid, to bind the prim~efs 

Elizabeth apprentice to a button-maker: The duke of 

Glocefrer was to be taught fome other mechanical em

. ployment. But the former foon died; of g~ief, as is 
fuppofed, for her father's tragical end : The latter ~·as, 
by Cromw.el, fent beyond fea. 

b Walker's hiftory of independency, part 2. c The court t>f 
King's Bench was called the court of Public Bench. So cautious on this 

head were fome of the republicans, that, it is pretended, in reciting the: 

Lord's prayer, t~ey would not 1ay thy J:ingdom ccn:e1 but alwap thy common• 

"lUtaltb •~me, 

L4 
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C H A P. ·~HE kino-'s fratue, in the Exchange, was thrown 
~ 'down ; and bon the pedeftal thefe words were infcribed : 

1649. ExiT TYRANNUS, RE GUM ULTIMUS; The tyrant is go1u, 
the lqjl of the kings. 

DuKE HAMILTON was tried by a new high courtof 
j ufticc, as earl of Cambridge in England; and con· 
·demned for treafon. T4is fentence, which was cer
tainly hard, but which ought to fave his memory from all 
imputations of treachery to his mafter, was executed on 
a fcaffold, ereCted before Weftminfter-hall. Lord Cape! 
underwent the fame fate. Both thefe noblemen had 
efcaped from prifon, but were afterwards dJcovered and 
~aken. To all the felicitations of their fr}ends for par
don, th~ generals and parliamentary leaders :fiill replied~ 

' • that it was certainly the intention of prov·idence they 
.fhoul~ fuffer; .fine~ 'it had permitted them to fall into 

their ep~mies's hands, after they had once re~ovcred their 
liberty. 

THE earl of Holland loft his life by a like fentence. 
Though of a polite and courtly beh:wiour, he died la
mented by no party. His ingratitude to the king, anq 
his frequent changing Gdes, were regarded as great flains 
on his memory. The ~arl of Norwich and Sir John 
Owen, being condemned by the fame court, were p~r~ 
cloned by the commons. 

TH~ king left fix children; three males, Charles, 

born- in 1630, James duke of York, born in 1633, 
Henry duke of Glocefter, born in 1641; and three fe
males, Mary princefs of Orange, born 1631, Elizabeth_, 

born 1635, and Henrietta, aftenvards duchefs of Or~eans, 
born at Exeter I 644· 

THE archbi1hops of Canterbury in this reign were 
J\pbot and Laud : The lord keepers, Williams, bifhop 
~~ Lincoln, lord Coventry, lord Finch, lord Little~on, 
~n<l Sir Richard Lane; th~ high admirals, the duke of 

Bucking~ 
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Buckingham and the earl of Nortliumberland ; ' the trea- c H A P. 

furers, the earl of l\1arlboroug4, the earl of Portland, ~ 
J uxon, biili?P of London, and lord Cottif!gton; the 1649· 

fccretaries of ftate, lord Conway, Bir f\lbcrtus Moreton, 
Coke, Sir Henry Vane, lord Falkland, lord Digby, and 
Sir Edward Nicholas. 

IT may be expected, that we fhould here mention the 
Icon Bajilike, a work publifhed in the king's name a few 
days after his execution. It feems almoft impoffiblc, in 

the controverted parts of hiftory, to fay any thing which 
will fatisfy the zealots of both parties : But with regard 
to the genuinenefs of that production, it is not eafy for 
fin hiftorian to fix any opinion, which will be entirely to 
pis own fatisfatl:ion. The proofs brought to evince, that 
this work is or is not the king's, are fo convincing, that, 
jf an impartial reader perufes any one fide apart n, he will 
~hink it im offible, that arguments could be produced, , 

fufficient to counter-balance fo ftrong an evidence: And 
whei} he compares both fides, he will be fome time at a 

lofs to fix any determination. Should an abfolute fufpen-ce 
of judgment be found difficult or difagreeable in fo inter
~fting a q!-leftion, I muft confefs, that I much incline to 
give the preference to the arguments of the royalifts. 

The teftimopies, which prove that performance to be the 
king's, 4re more nup1erous, certain, and direct, than 
thofe on the other fide. This is the cafe, even if we 
confider the external evidence : But when we weigh the 
internal, derived from the ftyle and compofition, there is 
no manner of comparifon. Thefe meditations refemble, 

d See on the one hand, Toland's Amynter, and on ~he other, Wagllaffe's 

vindication of the royal martyr, with Young's addition. We may remark. 

that lord Clarend<?n's total filence with rt'gard to this fuhjefr, in fo full a 

hillory, compofed in vindication of the king's meafures and charaCter, forms 
a prefumption on Toland's fide, and a prefumption of which that author was 

i~norant; the works of the noble hillorian not being then publilhcd. Bilhop 

J3ljr.net'J tefiimony too w.u~ be allowed of fome weight againi the lcDn, 
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C H A P. in elegance, purity, neatnefs, and fimplicity, .the genius 
LIX. r h" , 1 · } · . ~ of thofe perrormances, w 1cn we Know W!t 1 certamty to 
16~9. have flowed from the royal pen: But are fo unlike the 

bombaft, perplexed, rhetorical, and corrupt ftyle of Dr. 
Gauden, to whom they are afcrib\;d, that no human tefi:i~ 
mony feems fufficient to convince us, that he was the ' 
author. Yet all the evidences, which would rob the king 
of that honour, tend to prove, that Dr. Gauden had the 
merit of writing fo fine a performance, and the infamy 
of impofing it on the world for the king's: 

IT is not eafy to conceive the general compaffion ex· 
cited towards the king, by the publi!hing, at fo critical a 
juncture, a work fo full of piety, meeknefs, and hu
manity. Many have not fcrupled to afcribe to that book 
the fubfequent reftoration of the ·t:_oyaf family. 1\tiilton 
compares its effeCls to thofe wh!ch were wrought on the 
tumultuous Romans by Anthony's reading to them the will 
of Ccefar. The Icon paired through fifty editions in a 
twelvemonth; and independent of the great interefl: taken 
in it by the nation, as the fuppofed produCtion of their 
murdered fovereign, it mufl: be acknowledged the beft 
profe compofition, which, at the time of its publication,~ 
was to· be found in the Englifu language. 
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TI-IE COI'V1MON\VEALTI{. 

CHAP. LX. 

State of England -Of Scotla1id --Of Ireland--;, 

Levellers fupprejfed --Siege of Dublin raifed

r:J'redah flormed--·C,oruenanters--·Montrofe ta!lm 

prifoner -Execute'd--Covenanters- -Battle 

of Dunbar--Of Worcefler--King's efcape-. -... 
I 

CJ .. f.e commonwealth-Dutch war-Biffiltttio1~ 

()f the parliament. 

T HE confufions, which overfpread England after c H A P. 

the murder: of Charles I. proceeded as well from~ 
the fpirit of refinement and innovation; :which agitated x64~· 

the ruling party, as from the di!folution of all that autho- ~~~~a~~. 
rity, both civil and ecclefi.africal, by whi<;h the nation 

had ever been accuftomcd to be governed. Every man 

had framed the model of a republic ; and, however new 

it w~s, or fantaftical, he was eager in recommending it 
to his fellow citizens, or even impofing it by force upon 
them. Every man had adjufted a fyfrem of religion, . 
which, being derived from no tr:.1ditiorial authority, was 

peculiar to himfelf; and being founded on fuppofed in-

• fpiration, not on any principles of ~uman reafoning, had 

no means, bcficles cant and lo:w rhetoric, by which it 
could recommend itfelf to others. The . le~ellers infifred 
on an equal difiribution of property and power, and dif

clairnecl all dependance and fubordination. The milk· 

narians or fifth-monarchy-:men required, that government 
itTclf ilioulcl be ~boliilied, and all human powers be laicl 

5 
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c H A P. in the duft, in order to pave the way for the dominion 
~ of Chrifr, whofe fecond coming on earth they fuddenly 

1649· expe8:ed. The Antinomians even infifted, that the ob

t ligations of morality and natural law were fufpended, and 
that the eleet, guided by an internal principle, more per
feCt and divine, were fuperior to the beggarly elements of 
jufiice and humanity. A confiderable party declaimed 
againfr tythes and a hireling priefthood, and were refolv
ed, that the magifirate ihould not fupport by power or 
revenue any ecclefia.fi:ical eftabliihmcnt. Another party 
inveighed againfl: the law and its profeflors; and on pre
tence of rendering more fimple the diHribution of juftice, 
were defirous of aboliihing the whole fyfiem of Englilh 
jurifprudence, which feemed interw.oven i'With monarch
ical government. Even thofc among the republicans, 
who adopted not fuch extravagancies, were fo intoxicated 
with their faintly character, that they fuppofed theql
felves polfeffed of peculiar privlleges ; a1_1d all profeffions, 
oaths, laws, and engagements had, in a great meafure, 
loft their influence over them. The bands of foctety 
were every where loofcned; and the irregular paffions of 
men were encouraged by fpeculative principles, frill more 
unfocial and irregular. 

THE royalifl:s, confifiin~ of t.he nobles apd more co~
fiderable gentry, being degraded from their authority ai].d 

· plundered of their property? v,;ere inflamed wit.h the 
highefl: refentment and indignatiQn againfl: thofe ignoble 
adverfaries, who had reduced them to fubjection. The 
prefbyterians, whofe credit had firfl: fupported the arms 
of the parliament, were enraged to find, that, by the 
treachery or fuperior cunning of their affociates, the 
fruits of all their fuccefsful labours were ravilhed from 

them. The former party, from inclination and prin
ciple, zealoufly attached themfelves to the fop. of their 

unfortunate monarch, whofe memory they refpected, and 

· whofc; 
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whofe tragical death they deplored. The latter cafl: their C H A P. 

eye towards the fame objeCt ; but they had frill many ~ 
prejudices to overcome, many fears a~d jealoufies to be 1649. 

allayed, ere they could cordially entert~in thoughts of 
reftoring that family, which they had fo grievoufiy 
offended, and whofe principles th~y regarded with fuch 
violent abhorrence. 

THE only folid fupport of the republican independent 
faCtion, which, thouf,h it formed fo fmall a part of the 
nation, had violently ufurpcd the government of the 
whole, was a numerous army of near fifty thoufand men. 

But this army, formidable from its difciplinc and cour
age, as well as its numbers, was aCtuated by a fpirit, 
that rendered it dangerous to the affembly, which had 
affumed the command over it. Accuftomcd to indulge 
every chimera in politics, every frenzy in religion, the 
foldiers knew little of the fubordination of cttizens, and 
had only learned, from apparent nece.ffity, fome maxims 

'->f military obedience. And while they frill maintained:. 
that all thofe enormous violations of law and equity, of 
which they had been guilty, were juftified by the fuc
cefs, witli which providence had bleffed them; they were 

, ready to break out into any new diforder, wherever they 
had the profpect of a like fanB:ion and authority. 

WHAT alone gave fome fl:ability to all thefe unfettled 
humours, was the great influ~ncc, both civil and mili
tary, acquired by Oliver Cromwel. This man, fuited 
to the age in which he lived, and to that alone, was 
equally qualified to gain the affeCtion and confidence of 
men, by what was mean, vulgar, and ridiculous in his 
charaCter ; .as to command their obedience by what was 
great, daring, and enterprizing. Familiar even to buf
foonery with the meaneft centinel, he never loft his 
authority: Tranfportcd to a degree of madnefs with reli
gious extafies, he never forgot the political purpofes, ta 

which 
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c H A P, which they might ferve. Hating monarchy, while a 

~ fubjeCl:; defpifing liberty, while a citizen; though he 
164-9• retained for a time all orders of men under a feeming 

obedience to the pa'rliament; he was fecrctly pavjng the 
way, by artifice and courage, to his own unlimited au- • 

thority. 
THE parliament, for fo we mufr henceforth call a 

fmall and inconfiderable part of the hou{e of commons, 
having murdered their fovcreign with f~ many appe:uing 
circumfl:ances of folemnity and jufrice, and fo much real 
violence and even fury, began• to aflume more the air of 
a civil, legal power, and to enlarge a little the narrow 

bottom, upon which they flood. A few of the excluded 

and abfent members, fuch as were liable to le::dl: excep

tion, were admitted; but on condition, that they ilioul~, 
fign an approbation of whatever had been done in their 

abfence with regard to the king's trial : And fome of 
them were willing to acquire a fhare of power on fuch 
terms : The greatefi part difdained to lend their autho
rity to fuch apparent ufurpations. They iffucd. fomc 
writs for new elections, in places where they hoped to 
have intereft enough to bring in their own friends and 

dependants. They named a council of fl:ate, thirty- . 
eight in number, to whom all addreffes were made, who 
gave orders to all generals and admirals, who executed 
the laws, and who digeil:ed all bufinefs before it was 
introduced into parliament e. They pretended to employ: 
themfelves entirely in adjufiing the laws, forms, and 

plan of a new reprefentati ve ; and as foon as they fhould 

have fettled the nation, they profeffed their intention of. 

e Their names were, the earls of Denbigh, Mulgrave, Pembroke, Salif· 

bury, lords Grey and Fairfax, ,Litle, Rolles, St. John, Wilde, Brad.lhaw, 

Cromwel, Skippon, Pickering, MafTam, Hafelrig, Harrington, Vane jun, 

Danvert, Armine, Mildmay, Confiable, Pennington, Wilfon, Whitlocke, 

Martin, Ludlow, St.apleton, Hevingham, Wallop, Hutchinfoo, Bond• 

~Ofham, Valentine1 Walton, Stot, Purefoy, Jonea, 

~e!l:orjng 
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refioring the power to the people, from whom, they ac- c H A P. 

knowledged, they had entirely derived it. ~ 
THE commonwealth found every thing in England 1 619• 

compofed into a feeming tranquillity by the terror of their 

arms. Foreign powers, occupied in wars among them-

felves, had no leifure pr inclination to interpofe in the 

domeftic diffenfions of this ifland. The young king~ 

poor and negletled, living fometimes in Holland, fome-

times in France, fometimes in Jerfey, comforted himfelf~ 
amidfr his prefent difrreffes, with the hopes of better for-
tunc. The fituation alone of Scotland and Ireland gave 

any immediate jr{quietude to the new republic. 

AFTER the fucceffive defeats of Montrofe and Hamil- OfScotlan~ 

ton, and the ruin of their parties, the whole authority in 

Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle and ' the rigid 

churchmen, that party which was moft averfc .to the 

interefl:s of the royal family. Their enmity, however, 
againfl: the independents, who had prevented the fcttle-

ment of preibyterian difcipline in England, carried them 
to embrace oppofite maxims in their political conduct. 

Though invited by the Englifh parliament to model 

their government into a republican form, they refolved 

frill to adhere to monarchy, which had ever prevailed in 

their country, and which, by the exprefs terms of their 

covenant, they had engaged to defend. They confidered 

· befiues, that as the property of the kingdom lay mofily 
in the Hands of great families, it would be difficult to 

efl:ablifh a commonwealth, or without fome chief magi

firate, invefl:ed with royal autho!ity, to prefervc peace or 

jufiice in the community. The e~ccution, therefore, of 

the king, againfr which they ha always protefied, ha\'
ing occafioned a vacancy of the throne, they immediately 

proclaimed his fon and fuccc!for, Charles II.; but upon 
condition " of his gcod behaviour and frrict obfe ance 
" of the covenant, and his entertaining no other perfons 

" zbou't 
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c H A P." about him but fuch as were godly men and faithful tti 

~ ~' that obligation." Thefe unufual claufes, inferted in 
J649• the very firfr acknowledgement of their prince; fufficiendy 

fhewed their intention of limiting extremely his autho
rity. And the Englifh commonwealth, having no pre
tence to interpofe in the affairs of that kingdom; allowed . 
the Scots, for the prefent, to take their own meafures in 
fettling their govcrrtment. 

Oflreland. THE dominion, which England claimed over Ireland, 
demanded more immediately their efforts for fubduing 
that country. In order to convey a jufr notion of Irifh 

affairs, it will be nece£fary to look backwards fome years, 

and to relate briefly thofe tranfacrions, which had paft 
during the memorable revolutions in England. When 

the late king agreed to that ceffation of arms with the 
Popifu rebels r, ·which was become fo requifite, as well 
for the fecurity of the Irifh protefrants as for promoting 

his interefts in England, the parliament, in order to 
b!acken his conduct, reproached him with favouring that 
odious rebellron, and exclaimed loudly againft the terms 
of the ccRation. They even went fo far as to declare it 
entirely nu_ll and invalid, bccaufe fini!hed without their 

confent; :md to this declaration the Scots in Ulfi:er, and 
the earl of Inchiq uin, a nobleman of great authority in 

Munfter, profefied to adhere. By their means, the war 
'vas frill kept alive; but as the dangerous di:fl:raetions in 
England hindered the parliament from fending any con
fiderable affifiancc to their allies in Ireland, Inchiquin 
concluded an accommodation with Ormond, whom the 

king had created lord-lieutenant of that kingdom. This 

latter nobleman, being a native of Ireland,. and a pcrfon 
endowed y, ith great prudence and virtue, formed a 
fcheme for compofing the diforders of his country, and 

· for engaging the rebel Irifu to fupport the caufe of his 
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~oyal mafl:er. There were many circumfhnces which C H .A P· 

ihongly inYited the natives of Ireland to embrace the ~~ 
king's party. The maxims of that prince h::td always led 1649· 

him to· give a rcat(mable .indulgence to the Catholics 
throughout all his dominions; and one prir1cipal ground 
of that enmity, which the puritans profeifcd againfi him, 

was this tacit toleration. The parliament, on the con-
trary, even when unprovoked, had ever menaced the pa-
pifis with the mofi rigid rcfiraint, if not a total extirpa-
tion; a11d immediately after the commencement of the 
Irifh rebellion, they put to fale all the efrates of the t'ebels, 
und had engaged the public faith for transferi·ing them to 
the adventurers, wl:o had already z.dvanced mon~y upon 

• that fecurity. Tl:e fucccfs, therefore, which the arms 

of the parliament met with at N afeby, firuck a j ufi: terror 
into the Irifh; and en6agcd the council of Kilkenny, 
compofed of deputies from all the catholic counties and 
Cities, to C(l)ncludc a peace with the marquefs of Or
mond g. They profeffcd to return to their duty ;\nd 

allegiance, engaged to furnifh ten thoufand men for the 
fupport of the king's authority in Englatld, and "\*!ere 
content with fiipulatihg, in return, indemnity for their 
rebellion and toleration of their religion. 

0RMOND not doubting but a peace, fo advantageous 
and even neccffary to the Iri!h, would be firi8:1y ob
fcrved, advanced with a fmall body of troops to Kil
kenny, in order to concert meafurcs for common defence 
with his new allies. The pope had fent over to Ireland a 
nuncio, Rinuccini, an Italian ; and this man, whofe 
commiffion empowered hitn to direct the fpiritual con .. 
cerns of .the Irifh1 was emboldened, by their ignorance 
and bigotry, to aflume the chief authority in the civil go
vernment. Forefeeing that a general fubmi1Eon to the 
lord-lieutenant would put an end to his own influence, 

Yot. VII. M 
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C H A P. he confpired with Owen Oneal, who co"n1manded the ni· 
~ tive Irifh in UHler, and who bore a great jealoufy to 

•049· Prefron, the general chiefly truficd by the council of 
Kilkenny. By concert, thefe two malcontents fecretly 

drew forces together, and were ready to fall on Ormond; 

who remained in fecurity, trufring to the pacification fo 
lately concluded with the rebels. Be received intelli
gence of their treachery; made his retreat with celerity 
and coi1duCl:, and fheltered his fmall army in Dublin and 
the other fortified towns, which frill remained in the 

hands of the protefl:ants. 

THE nuncio, full of arrogance, levity,. and ambition, 
was not contented with this violation of treaty. lie 
fummoned an affembly of the clergy at Waterford, and 
engaged them to declare againfl: that pacification, which 

the civil council had concluded with their fovcreign. If~ 

even thundered out a fentence of e:x,communication againfi 

all who fhould adhere to a peace, fo prejudicial, as he 

pretended, to the catholic religion; and the deluded 
Irifh, terrified with his fpiritual menaces, ranged them· 

felves every where on his fide, and fubmitted to his 

authority. Without fcruple, he carried on war againfr 

the lord-lieutenant, and threatened with a fiege the pro
tefi:ant garrifons; which were, aU of them, very ill pro
vided for defence. 

MEANWHILE, the unfortunate kiHg was neceffitated 
to take fhelter in the Scottifh army; and being there re

duced to clofe confinement,. and fecluded from all com
merce with his friends, defpaired, that his authority, or 

even his liberty, would ever be reG:ored to him. He fent 

orders to Ormond, if he could not defend himfelf1 rather 

to fubmit to the Englifu than· the Iri!h rebels; and ac

cordingly the lord-lieutenant, being reduced to extremity,. 
delivered up Dublin, Tredah, Dundalk, and other gar

:rifons to colonel Michael J ones, who tool~ poficffion of 
' them 
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them in the name of the Englifh par.iament. Ormond c H A P, 

himfelf went over to England, was admitted into the ~ 
king's prefence, received a grateful acknowledgement for x(5-t9• 

his pail ferviccs, and during fome time lived in tranquil-

lity near London. But being banifhed, w~th the oth::r 

royalifi:s, to a diflance from that city, and fecino- every b • 

event turn out unfortunately for his royal maficr, and 
threaten him with a catafrrophe fi:ill more direfuJ, he 

thought proper to tctire into France, where he joined the 
queen and the prince of \Vales. 

IN Ireland, during thefe tranfaCl:ions, the authority of 
the nuncio prevailed without controul among all the Ca

tholics; and that prelate, by his indifcrction and info

lcncc, foon made them repent of the power, with which 
they had entrufi:ed him. Prudent men likcwife were 
fcnfible of the total dcfiruCl:ion, which was hanging over 
the nation from the Engliili parliament, and faw no 

refource or iafety but in giving fupport to the declining 

authority of the king. The earl of Clanricarde, a noble
man of an ancient family, a perfon too of merit, ·who 

had ever preferved his loyalty, was fenfible of the ruin 
which threatened his countrymen, and was rcfolved, if 

poffible, to prevent it. He fecrctly formed a combina
tion among the catholics ; he entered into a correfpondence 

with Inchiquin, who prc[erved great authority over the 

protefi:ants in ]\1unfrer; he attacked the nur.cio, whom 

he chaced out of the ifiand; and he fent to Paris a depu:. 
tation, inviting the lord lieutenant to return and take 

poffeffion of his government. 

0RMOND, on his arrival in Ireland, found the king
dom divided into many fo1ctions, among which either cpe.n 
war or fecret enmity prevailed. The authority of the 
Engliih parliament was efi:abli!hed in Dublin, and the 
other towns, which he himfelf had delivered into thejr 

hands. Oneale maintained his credit in Uil'ler; and 
11 2. ha ring 
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C H XA P. having entered into a fecret corrcfpondcnce with the par.: 
L • 

"--v-..1 liamentary generals, was more intent on fchemes for his 

t6t;9• own perfonal fafety than anxious for the prefervation of 

.his country or religion. The other Irifh, divided between 

their clergy, who were averfe to Ormond, and their no

bility, who were attached to him; were very uncertain in 

their motions and feeble in their meafures. The Scots 

in the north, enraged, as well as their other country

men, againfr the ufurpations of the fetl:arian army, pro

feffed their adherence to the king; but were frill hindered 

by many prejudices from entering into a cordial union 

with his lieutenant. All thefe difl:raCl:cd councils and 

contrary humors checked the progrefs of Ormond, an4 

enabled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to maintain 

their ground againfi him. The republicarl faction, 
meanwhile, in England, employed in fubduing the re

\'olted royalifis, in reducing the parliament to fuhjetl:iov, 

in the trial, condemnation, and execution of their fove
reign; totally ncgleeted the fupplying of Ireland, anrl 

allowed Joncs and the forces in Dublin to remain in the 

\ltmofl: weaknefs and neceffity. The lord lieutenant~ 

though furrounded with difficulties, negleCl:ed not the 

favourable opportunity of promoting the royal caufe. 

Having at laft affembled an army of 16~ooo men, he 
advanced upon th~ parliamentary garrifons. Dundalk; 

where Monk commanded, was delivered up by the troops, 

who mutinied againft their governor.. Tredah, Neury, 

and other forts were taken. Dublin was threatened with 

:t fiege ; and the afFairs of the lieutenant appeared in 19 
profperous a condition, that the young king entertained 

thoughts of coming in perfon into Ireland·. 

WHEN the Englifh commonwealth was brought to 
fome tolerable fettlement; men began to cafi their eyes 

towards the neighbouring ifland. During the conteft of 
the two parties, the government of Ireland had remained · 

a great 
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~ great object of intrigue; and the pre!byterians endea- c H A P. 

voured to obtain tqc lieutenancy for Waller, the inde-~ 
pen dents for Lambert. After the execution of the king, ... 1649· 

Cromwel himfelf began to afpirc to a command, where 
fo much glory, he faw, might be won, and fo much 
authority acquired. In his abfence, he took care to zsthMarcR, 

have his name propqfed to the council qf ihte ; and both 
friends and enemies con,curred immediately to vote him 
into that important office : The former fufpeCt:ed, that 
t~e matter had not been propofed merely by chance, 
without his own concurrence; the latter de fired to re-
move him to a diftance, and hoped, during his abfence, 
to gain the afcendant over Fairfax, whom he had fo long 
blinded by his hypocritical profeffions. Cromwel him-
felf, when informed of h1s election, feigned furprize, 
and pretended at firfr to hefitate with regard to the ac-
ceptance of the command. And Lambert, either deceived 
by his diffimulatiqn, or, in his turn, feigning to be de-

ceived, frill continued, notwithfl:anding this difappoint· 
mcnt, his friendfhip and connexions with Cromwel. 

TH~ new lieutenant immediately applied himfelf with 
his wonted vigilance to make preparations for his expedi
tion. Many diforders in England it behovcd him pre
vioufiy to compofe. All places were full of danger and 
inquietud{;!. Though men, afl:oniihcd with the fucceffes 
of the army, remained in feeming tranquillity, fymptoms 
Qf the higheft difcontent every where appeared. The 
Englilh, long accufl:omed to a mild adminifl:ration, and 
unacquainted with diffimulation, could not conform their 
fpeech and countenance to the prefent neceffity, or prc ... 
tend attachment to a form of government, which they 
generally regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. It was 
requifite to change the magiftracy of London, and to de
grade, as well as punilh, the mayor and fome of the 
;1ldermen, before the proclamation for the abolition of 

Ivl 3 monarchy 
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C ~XA P. mona~czhy could be publiilied in the city. An eng<:.t;e~ 
~ ment being framed to fupport the commonwealth without 

1 649· king or houfe of peers, the army was with feme difficulty 
brought to fubfcribe it; but though it was impofed upoa 
the reil of the nation under fevere penalties, no lefs than 
putting :tll who refufed out of the protetl:ion of law; fuch 
obfiinate rel utl:ance was obfcrved in the people, that even_ 
the imperious parli~ment was obliged to defifi: from it. 
The fpirit of fanaticifm, by which that affembly had at 
firfi been frrongly fupported, was now tur11ed, in a grea~ 
meafure, againft them. The pulpits, being chrc!ly filled 
with prefbyterians, or difguifed royalifis, and having 
been long the fcene of news and politics, could by na 
penalties be refir2.ined from declarations, unfavourable to 
the efiabliihed government. Numberlefs were the extra
vagances, which broke out among the people. Everard1 

a di!banded foldier, having preached that the time was· 
now come when the community of goods would be re-. 
Jlewed among chrifiians, led out his followers to take 
poffeffion of the land ; and being carried before the ge-_ 
neral, he refufed to falute him; becaufe he W(\S but his 
fellow creature h. What fcemed more dangerous : The 
army itfelf was infetl:ed with like humours i. 1"'hough 
the levellers had for a time been fuppreffed by the auda
cious fpirit of Cromwel, they fiill continued to propa
gate their doctrines among the private men and inferior 
Qfficers, who pretended a right to be confulted, as before, 
in the adminifi:ratio11 of the commonwealth. They now 
pratl:ifed againfi their oilicers the fame leffo.n, which they 
had been taught againil: the parliament. They framed a 
rcmonftrance, and fent five agitators to prefcnt it to the 
general and council pf war : Thefe were cafhiered with 
ignominy by fentence of a court martial. One Lockier, 
having carried his fedition farther, was fentenced to qeath i 

N"hitlcckc. i See note (GJ at the end of the velume. 
but 
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b~t this puniihment was fo far from quelling the muti- C H A P. 

nous fpirit, that abqve a thoufand of his companions ~ 
fuowed tl}eir ~dherence to him, by attending his funeral, 1 649• 

~nd wear!ng in their hats b~ack and [ea-green ribbons by 

way of favours. About four thoufand affemblcd at Bur- L~vellers fupprefieo. 
ford under ~~e command of Thomfon, a map formerly · 

condemned for [edition by a court-martial, but pardoned 

by the general. Cqlonel Reynolds, and afterwards Fair- May~ 
fax "nd Cromwel, fell upon them, while unprepared for 

defe~ce? aq.d feduced by the appearance ~f a treaty: 

Four huP,dred were taken prifoners : Some of them ca

pitally puniihep : The .refr pardoned : J\nd this tum~l
~uous fp;rit, · ~hough it frill lurked in the ~rmy, and 

broke out f~om time to time, feemed for the prefent to be 
fu ppreiTed. . . . . . · 

PETITIONS, framed in th~ fame fpirit of oppofition~ 
were prcfented to the parlia~cnt by lieutenant-colonel 

Lilburn, the pcrfon who, for difperfing feditious pam

phlets, had formerly bee{l treat~d · v.:ith fuch feverity by 

the fiar-chamber. His liberty was at this time as ill re

;iihed by the parliament, and he was t1u9~n in~o prifon~ 
as a promoter of [edition and diforder in the common

wealth. The women applied by petition for his releafe; 

but were now d~fired to mind their houfehold affair:>, and 

leave the gt;>VCrJ!ment of the frate to the men. From all 
quarters, "the parliament was harraffed with petitions of a 

very free nature, wl_lic~ ftrongly fpoke the fenfe of the 

nation, and proved how ardently all men longed for the 

~efior<~~tion of their laws and liberties. Even in a feaft~ 
which the city gave to the parliament and council of 

fl:ate, it was efieemed a requifite precaution, if we may 

credit Walker and Dugdale, to {wear all tl:c cooks, that 

they would fcrve nothing but wholefome food to them. 

T'HE parliament judged it neceffary to enlarge the lo:ws 

of high-trcafon beyond thofe narrow bounds, within 
1\l 4 which 
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C H XA P which they had been confined during the monarchy: L • 

~ They even comprehended verba]. offences, nay intentions, 
1
649 though they had never appeared in any overt-aCt againft 

the ihte. To affirm the prefent government to be an 
ufurpation, to alfert that the parliament or council. of 
ftate were tyrannical or ill~gal, to er:tdeavour fubverting 
their authority or frirring up fedition againfi: them; thefe 
ofFences were declare4 to be high-treafon. The power 
of imprifonment, of ~hicb the petition of right had be .. 
reaved the king, it was now found requifi.te to refiore to 

- the coun.cil of fra~e; and all the jails in England were 
flled with men whom the jealoufi.es and fears of the rul
ing party had reprefented as dangerous k. T4c taxes; 

continued by the new gq,vernme11~, a:1_d w~ich, being 
unufual, were efrecmed heavy, encreafed the general ill 
wilJ, under which it labou.:eJ. B fides the c;ufroms and 
excife, ninety thoufand pounds a month were levied Ol\ 

land for the fubfifrance of the army. The feq\lefirations 
:md compofi.tions of the royalifis, the fale of the ~r,own. 
!ands, and of the dean and chapter lands, though they 
yielded great fums, we~e not fufficient to fupport the vaft 
expences, and, as was fufpeeted, the great depredations\ 
c;>f the parliament and of their creatures 1• 

AMIDST all thefe difficulties and difiurbances,. the 
fieddy mind of Cromwel, without confufi.on or embar~ 
ralfment, frill purfued its purpofe. While he was col~ 
letting an army of twelve thoufand men in the weft of 

England, he fcnt to Ireland, under Reynold~. and V e~ 
nablcs, a reinforcement of four thoufand ho~fc and foot, 
in order to Hrengthen J ones, and enable him to defend 

' himfelf againft the marquefs of Ormond, who lay at Fin-._ 
glafs, and was making preparations for the attack o( 
Dublin. Inchiquin, with a feparate body, having ta~el\ 

k Hi!tory of Independency, part II, 
P• 136z 176, 
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i"redah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to Offarrell who C H A P. 
, LX. 

fervcd under Oneal~ an? to young Coot who commanded ~ 
fome parliamentary forces. ~fter he had joined hi.s 1649• 

troops to the main 'army,_ with vYhom, for fvme time, h~ 
remained united, Ormond pa!fed the river Liffy, an4 
took po:fl: at Rathmincs, two miles from Dublin, with 3: 
view of commencing the fiege of that city. li;l order tq 
cut ofF all farther fupply from ]ones, he had begun the 
reparation of an old fort, which lay at the gates of Dub-
lin; and being exhaufied with continual fatigue fQr fome 
days, he h,a_d retired to. refr, afte~ leaving orders to keep 
his forces under arms. He was fuddenly awaked with ~d Au~u. 
the noifc of firing; and fiarting from his bed, faw every 
thing already in tumult and confufion. }ones, an excel~ 
lent officer, formerly a lawyer, had fallied out with the 
T€inforcement newly arrived; and attacking the party 
(:mployed in repairing the fort, he totally routed them, 
purfue'J the advantage, and fell in with the army, which 
nad negleCl:ed Ormond's orders. Thefe he foon threw 
into diforder; put them to flight, in fpite of all the 

fforts of the lord lieutenant; chaced them off the field; 
feized all their tents, baggage, ammunition; and returned Siege of 

itl:orious to publin, after killing four thoufand men, ~ir~~; 
and taking above two thoufand prifoners m, 

THIS lofs, which threw fome blemilh on the milit~ry 
charaCl:er of Ormond, was irreparable to the royal caufe. 
That numerous army, which, with fo much pains and 
difficulty, the lord lieutenant had been collecting for 
more than a year, was difperfed in a moment, Cromwel 
foon after arrived in Dublin, where he was welcomed 
with :lhouts and rejoicings. He haftened to Tredah. 
That town was well fortified: Ormond had thrown into 
it a good garrifon of three thoufand men, under Sir Ar
tllur Afton, an officer of 1·e.putation. He expeCted that 

m P~rl, Hi!!-, vol. xix, P• IGS• 
Trcdah~ 
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Tredah, lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin, would 
firil be attempted by Cromwel, and he was defirous tq 
employ the epel?1y fome time in that liege, while he him-: 
felf ihould repair his broken forces. But Cromwel knew 

· the importance c:f difpatch. Having made a breach, he 
ordered a general affault. Though twice repulf~d with 
lofs, he renewed the attack, ~;1cl himfclf, along with 
Ireton, Jed on his me~1. All oppofition was overborne 
by the furious valour of the troops. The town w2.s taken 
fword in hanu; and ~)lders being ifiued to give no quarter, 
a cruel flaughter was tm:d.; of the garrifon. Even a few, 
who were faved by the foldiers, fatiated with blood; 
were next day miferably butchered by o;ders from the 
general. One pcrfon alon~ of the garrifon efcaped to be 
a mcffenger of this univerfal havoc and defl:ruB:ion. , 

CROMWEL pretended to retaliate by this fevere execu
tion the cruelty of the Iriih maffac:e : But he well knew, 
that almofr the whole garrifon was Engliih; and his juf~ 
tice was only a barbarous policy, in order t~ terrify all 
other garrifons from refifrance. His policy, however; 
had the d.efired effect. Having led the army without 
delay to \Vexford, he began to batter the town. The 
garrifon after a flight defence offered to capitulate; hut 
before they obtained a cdfation, they imprudently ne~ 
glccred their guards; and the Engliih army rulhed in 
upon them. ,.The fame feverity was exercifed as at 
Tredah. · 

. EvERY town, before which Cromwel prefented him
felf, now opened its gates without re:fifrance. Rofs, 
though ftrongly garrifoned, was furrendercd by lord 
Taffe. Having taken Efiionage ; Cromwel threw a 
bridge over the Barrow, and made himfelf mafter of 
Paffage and Carric. Owen Oneal fubmitted at difcre
tion, and foon after died. The Englifh had no farther 
difficulties to encounter but what arofe fr<?m fatigue and 

the 
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the advanced feafon. Fluxes and contagious diftempers C H A P 

~recpc? i~ amo~g the. folcliers, w~o periihed in great~ 
numbers. ]ones himfelf, t~e brave gover~or of Dublin, I64g. 

died at Wexford. And Cromwel had fo far advanc~d 
-\vith his decayed army, that he began to find it difficult, 
citacr to fubfift in the enemies country, or retreat to his 
own garrifons. But ~hile.,hc ~T~s in thefe ftraits, Corke, 
Kinf~tle, and all the Englifn garrifons in 1-1unfrer defertcd Novemb~r4 

~o him, and openi~g t~~ir g~tes re~ol~ed to fhare the for-
tunes of their viCl:orious countrymen. 

THIS defertion of the Englilh put an end to Ormond's 
authority, which was already much dimini!hed by the 

misfortunes of D~blin, Tredah and Wexford. The 
lriili, actuated. by nati~nal and religi~us prejudice~, could 

p.o longer be kept iJ!. 9bedience by a protefrant governor, 
who was fo unfuccefsful in all his enterprizes. The 

clergy r~newed their excommunications againft him and 
his ~.dherents, and added the terrors of fuperfiition to 
~hofe which arofe from a victorious enemy. Cromwel 

having received a J;einforcement f~om England, again 

took the · field early in the fpring. After a fiege, he made 

himfeif mafier of Kilkenny, the only place where he met 
with any vigorou~ refifiance. The whole frame of the 
lriih union being in a manner cliffolved, Ormond, foon 
after, left the ifland, and delegated his authority to Clan
ricarde, who found affairs fo defperate as to admit of no 
remedy. The Irifh were glad to embrace banilhment as 
a refuge. Above 40,000 men paffed into foreign fervice; 

;nd Cromwel, well-p1eafed to free the ifland from ene

n ies, who never could be cordially reconciled to the 

Englifu, gave them full liberty and leifure for their em
l;>arkation. 
~ 

~HILE Cromwcl proceeded with fuch uninterrupted 

fuccc~s in lrcland, which in the fpace of nine months he 
pad flJmo.fr entirely fubdued, fortune was preparing for 

· · him 
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him a new fcenc of vicrory and ~riumph in Scotland~ 
Charles was at th~ Hague, when Sir J ofcph Dougla~ 
brought him intelligence, that ~e was proclaimed king 
by the Scottiih parliament. At the fame time, Douglas 
informed him of the hard conditio~s annexed to the pro
clamation, and damped extremely that joy, w~ich might 
arife fro~ his being ~ecognized fovercign in one of his 
kingdoms. Charles too confide~ed, that thofc who pre
tended to acknowledge his title, were at that very time in 
aB:ual rebellion againfi: his family, and woul~ be fure to 
intruft very little authority in his hands, and fcarcely 
would aff'oi:d him per{onal liberty and (ecurity. As the 
profpeCl: of affairs in Ireland Was at that time not unpro .. 
mifing, he intended rather to try his fortune in that king
dom, from which he expected more dutiful fubmiffion 
and obedience. 

1\1EANWHILE he found it expedient to depart fro~ 
Holland. The people in the United Provinces were 
much attached to his interefi:s. Bcfides his connexion . . 
with the family of Qrange, which was extremely beloved 
by the populace, all men regarded with cornpaffion his 
hclplcfs condition, and cxprefied the greatefi: abhorrence 
ngainfi: the murder of his father; a deed, to which no .. 
thing, they thought, but the rage of fanaticifm and fac
tion could have impelled the parliament. But thoug~ 
the public in general bore great favour to the king, th& 
States wer~ uneafy at his prefence. They dreaded the 
parliament, fo formidable by their power, and fo prof~ 
perous in all their enterprizes. They apprehended the 
mo.fi: precipitate refolutions from men of fuch violent and 
haughty difpofitions. And after the murder of Doriflaus, 
they found it frill more necdfary to fatisfy the Engli{h 
commonwealth, by removing the king to a diftance fro~ 
them. 

DoRISLAUS\ 
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DoRISLAUS, though a native of Holland, had lived c H A P. 

long in England ; and being empl~ycd as affiftant to the ~ 
. ~igh court of juftice, which condemned the late king, 165•• 

he had rifen to great credit and favour with the ruling 
party. They fent him envoy to Holland ; but no fooner 
had he arrived at the Hague, than he was fet upon by 

fome roya1ifts, chiefly retainers to Montrofe. They 
ruilied intd the room, where he was fitting with fome 
company; dragged him from the table; put him to death 
as the firft vithm to their murdered foyereign ; very lei-
furely and peaceably feparated themfelvcs; and though 
· rders were iffued by the ma!ifl:rates to arrefl: them, thefe 
were executed with fuch flownefs and reluCtance, that the 
crimina1s had, all of them, the opportunity of making 
their efcape. 

CHARLEs, having paffed foinc time at Paris, where 
o affifl:ance was given him, and even few civilities were 

paid him; made h1s retreat into Jerfey, where his autho
rity was fl:ill acknowledged. Here, Winram, laird of 
Liberton, came to him as deputy.from the committee of 
cfl:ates in Scotland, and informed him of the conditions, 
to which he muft neceffarily fubmit before he could be 
admitted to the exercife of his authority. Conditions _ 
more feverc were never impofed by fubjetl:s upon their 
fovereio-n; but as the affairs of Ireland began extremely 
to decline, and the king found it no longer fafe to ven
ture himfelf in that ifiand, he gave a civil anfwer to Win.: 
·ram, and defired commifiioners to meet him at Breda, in 

order to enter into a treaty with regard to thefe condi
tions. 

THE earls of Caffilis and Lothian, the lord Burley, Covenant

the laird of Liberton and othe.r commiffioners arrived at ers. 

Breda; but without any power of treating: The king 
muft fubmit w1thout referve to the terms impofed upon 
him. The terms were, that he iliould iffue a proclama· 

tion, 

• 
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C H A P. tion; banifhin~ from court all excommunicated perfom1 

~~ that is, all thofe, who, either under Hamilton or Mon .. 
165°• trofe, had ventured their lives for his family ; that no 

Englilh fubjeB:, who had ferved againfr the parliament, 
fuould be allowed to approach him ; that he fuould bind 
himfelf by his royal promife to take the covenant; that he 
fhould ratify all aB:s of pariiame · t, by which pre!byterian 
government, the directory of worlhip, the confeffion of 
faith and the catechifm were efrablilhed ; and that in ciyii 
affairs he fhould conform himfelf entirely to the direction 
of parliament and in ccclefiafl:ical to that of the affembly. 
Thefe propofals, the commiffioners, after paffing fome 
time in fermons and prayers, in order to exprcfs the more 
determined refolution, very folemnly delivered to the 
king. 

THE king's friends were divided with regard to the 
part, which he fhould act in this critical conjunCl:ure, 
Mofl: of his Englifh counfellors difluadcd him from ac .. 
ceptin~ conditions, fo difadvantageous and difhonourable. 
They fuid, that the men, who now governed Scotland1 

were the mofl: furious and bigotted of that party, which, 
notwithfianding his gentle government, had firfl: excited 
a rebellion againfl: the late king; after the mofr unlimited 
conceffions, had renewed their rebellion, and flopped the 
progrefs of his viCtories in England; and after he had 
entrufied his perfon to them in his uttermoft difi:refs, had 
bafely fold him, together with their own honour, to his 
barbarous enemies : That they had as yet fhown no marks 
of repentance, and even in the terms, which they now 
propofed, difplayed the fame antimon.archical principles, 
and the fame jealoufy of their fovereign, by which they 
had ever been actuated : That nothing could be more 
difuonourable, than that the king, in his firfi enterprize~ 
fuould facrifice, merely for the empty name of royalty, 
thofe principles, for which his father had died a martyr, 

an<i 
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:tnd in which he himfelf had been firid:ly educated: That C H A • 

by this hypocrify he migHt lofe the royalHts, who alone~ 
were fincerely attached to him; but never -vvould gain the 165o. 

prelbyterians, who were averfe to his family and his 
caufe, and would afcribe his comp1iance merely to policy 

and neceffity: That the ~~ots had refufed to give him any 

affurances of their intending to refl:ore him to the throne 
of England ; and could they even be engaged to make 
fuch an attempt, it had fufficiently appeared, by the event 

of Hamiltun1s engagement, how unequal their force was 

to fo great an enterpri~e: That on the firfl: check, \vhich 

they fbould receive, Argyle and his partizans \:vould lay 
hold of the quickefr expedient for reconciling themfelves 

to the Engliili parliament, and would betray the king, as 

they had done his father, into the hands of his enemies ; 
Ancl that, hovV'evcr defperate the royal caufe, i~ mufl: fl:iU 

be rega:ded as highly imprudent in the king to make ~ 

facrifice of his honour ; where the fo!e purchafe was t 

endanger his life or liberty. 

THR earl of Laneric,. now duke of Hamilton, the 

earl of Lauderdale, and others of that party; who had 
been banifhed their country for the late cngagctnent, 

were then with the king ; and being defirous of returning 
home in his retinue, they joined the opinion of the young 
duke of Buckingham, and carncftly prcffeJ him to fubmit 
to the conditions required of him. It was urged, that 
nothing would more gr:.ttify the king's enemies than to. 

fee him fall into the fnarc laid for him, and by fo fcru
pulous a nicety, leave the poffeffion of his dominions to 

thofc who defired but a pretence for excluding him: That 

Argyle, not daring fo far to oppofe the bent of the nation 
as to throw ofF all aHegiancc to his Covercign, had cm

braced this expedient, by which he hoped to make Charles 

dethrone himfelf, and refufe a kingdom, which ">Vas of

fered him: That it was not to be doubted, but the fame 
national 
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C H A P. national fpirit, affifl:ed by Hamilton arid his party, wou!-1 
~ rife {till higher in favour of their prince after he had en
. J6so. trufred himfelf to their fidelity, and would much abat~ 

the rigor of the conditions, now impofed upon him : 
That whatever mi~ht be the prefent intentions of the 
ruling party, they muft unavoidably be engaged in a war 

with England, and mufl: accept the affifi:ance of the king's 
friends of all parties, in order to fupport themfelves againfl: 
a power, fo much fuperior: That how much foever a 
il:eddy, uniform conduCt: might have been fuitable to the 
advance~ age, and fi:tiet engagements of the late king, n9 

one would throw any blame on a young prince fot com
plying with conditions, which neceffity had extorted from 
him : That even the rigour of thofe ptinci pies, profeffed 

by his father, though with fome it hard exalted his charac

ter, had been extremely prejudicial to his intcrefl:; nor 

could any thing be more ferviceable to the royal caufe than 
to give•all parties room to hope for more equal and more 
indulgent maxims of government: And that where affairs 
were reduced to [o dcfperate a fituation, dangers ought 

little to be regarded 1 and the king's honour l~y rather iu 

1howing fomc early fymptoms of courage and activity, 
than in choofing :H:rictly a party among theological contro
verfies, with which, it might be fuppofed, he was, a3' 
yet, very little acquainted. 

THESE arguments, feconded by the advice of the queen 

a!ld of the prince of Orat ge, t~e king's brother in law, 
who both of them efteemed it ridiculous to rcfufe a king .. 

corn, merely from regard to epifcopacy, had great influenc~ 

on Charles. But what chieRy determined him to comply 

was the account brought him of the fate of Montrofe, 
who, with ail the circumfi:ances of rage and contumely, 

had been put to death by his zeal0us countrymen. Though 

in this infrance . the king faw more evidently the furious 
fpirit, by which the Scots were actuated, he had now no 

farther 
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farther refource, and was obliged to grant whatever was c H A P. 

demanded of him. ~ 
MoNTRosE, having laid down his arms at the corn- 165o. 

mand of the late king, had retired into France, and, 
contrary to his natural difpofition, had lived for fome 
time · unactive at Paris. He there became acquainted 
with the famous cardinal de Retz; and that penetrating 
judge celebrates him in his memoirs as one of thofe he-
roes, of whom there are no longer any remains in the 
world, and who are only. to be met with in Plutarch. 
Defirous of improving his martial genius, he took a jour-
ney to Germany, was careffed by the emperor, received 
the rank of marefchal, and propofed to levy a regiment 
for the imperial fervice. While employed for that pur-
pofe in the low countries, he heard of the tragical death 
of the king; and at the fame time received from his young 
mafier a renewal of his commiffion of captain general in 
Scotland"· His ardent and daring fpirit needed but this 

- authority to put him in action. He gathered followers in 
Holland and the north of Germany, whom his great re
putation allured to him. The king of Denmark and 
duke of Holfl:ein fent him fome fmall fupplics of mcn~y : 
The queen of Sweden furniihed him with arms : The 
prince of Orange with ihips : Anri 11ontrofe, haflcning 
his enterpnzr, left the king's agreement with the Scots 
lhould make him revoke his commi1110n, fet c t fc~r the 
Orkneys with about 500 men, mofl: of them Germans. 
,:l'hefe were all the preparations, which he could ma~c~ 
again.fl: a kingdom, fcttkd in dum fl:ic .peace, fupport<~d 
by a difciplined army, fully apprized of his entcrprize, 
and prepared againfi: him. Some of his retainers having 
told him of a propLefy, that tJ bi1:z and him a!Jre it ~ •as 

l 1 • ' 1 • • 11 1 • , • • riftr·ved to r~;lo1·c t .:e Atr.g s a::t.'Jar ty m au ms a!Jmzr.:om; 

he lent a wilting ear to fuggdlion~, v.rhi('h, howe·;cr ill 

VoL. VII. n~0" 1'd• 
~· ~··· -
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c H A P. grounded or improbable, were fo conformable to his own 
LX. 

\.....-v--J magnanimous difpofition. 
165o. · HE armed feveral of the inhabitants of the Orkneys, 

Montrofe 
taken pri
f'Oner. 

though an unwarlike people, and carried them over with 
him to C aithnefs ; hoping, that the general affeCtion to 
the king's fcrvice, and the fame of his former exploits,. 
would make the High}anders !lock to his fl:andard. But 
all men were now harrafled and fatigued with wars and 
diforders : Many of thofe, who fo.rmerly adhered to him, 
had been fevercly punifhed by the covenanters: And no 
profpecr of fuccelS was entertained in oppofition to fo 
great a force as was drawn together againft him. But 
however weak l\r1ontrofe's army, the memory of paft 
events ftruck a great terror into the committee of efiates. 
They immediately ordered Lefley and Holborne to march 
againft him with an army of 4000 men~ Strahan was 
ient before with a body of cavalry to check his progrefs .. 
He fell unexpcCl:edl y on Montrofe, who had no horfe to 
bring him intelligence. The royalifts were put to flight; 
all of them either killed or taken prifoners; and Mon-
trofe himfelf, having put on the difguife of a peafant, 
was pcrfidioufly delivered into the hands of his enemies, 
by a friend, to whom he had entrufted his perfon. 

ALL the infolence, which fuccefs can prdduce in un
generous minds, was exercifed by the covenanters againfr 
Montrofe, whom they fo much hated and fo much 
dreaded. Theological antipathy farther encreafed their 
indignities towards a perfon, whom they regarded as im
pious on account of the excommunication, which had 
been pronounced againfl: him. Lefley led him about for 
jeveral days in the fame low habit, under which he had 
difguifed himfelf. The vulgar, wherever he paffed, were 
inftigated to reproach and vilify him. When he came to 
Edinburgh, every circumftance of elaborate rage and in

fult was put in praCtice by order of the parliament. At 

~ 
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the eafiern gate of the city, he W2S met by the magi- C H'" A P. 

!hates, and put into a new cart, purpofely made ~ith a ~~ 
high chair or bench, where he was placed, that the peo- s6so. 
plc might have a full view of him. He \vas bound \vith 
a cord, drawn over his breafr and ihoulders, and faih.ned 
through holes made in the cart; The hangman then 
took off the hat of the noble prifoner; and roJe himfe1f 
before the cart in his livery, and with his bonnet on ; 
the other officers, who vverc taken prifoners with the 
marquefs, walking two and two before them 

THE populace, more generous and humane, wlien they 
£1.w fo mighty a change of fortune in this great man, fo 
lately their dread and terror, into whofe hands the m2gi
ftrates, a few years before, had delivered on their knees
the keys of the city, were frruck with compaffi.on, and 
viewed him Wl h filent tears and admiration. The 
preachers, next Sunday, exclaimed againfr this move
ment of rebel nature, as they termed it; and reproached 
the people with their profane tendernefs towards the 
capital enemy of piety and religion. 

WHEN he was carrieJ bef?re the parliament, which 
was then fitting, Loudon, the chancellor, in a violent 
declamation, reproached him \Vith the breac!1 of the na
tional covenant, whi~h he had fubfcribed ; hi:, rebellion 
;gainfl: God, tlie king, and the kingdom ; and the many 
horrible murders, trcafons, and impieties; for which he 
was now to be brought to condign punifhment. l\1o!l:. 
trofe in his anfwcr maint~med the fame fuperiority above 
his enemies, to which, <1 1 :. is fame and great actions, as 
W 11 as by the confcience f a good caufc, he was jufily 
entitled. He told the p::..r· i .... . ent, that, fince the king, . 
as he was informed, had fo far avowed their authority as 
to enter into treaty with them, he now appeared unco
vered before their tribunal; a reipeC:, \Y!'lich, wh1le they 

N 2 itvW 
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C H A P. :ll:ood in open defiance to their fovcreign, they would in 

~ vain have required of him. That he acknowledged, 

I6so. with infinite fbame and remorfe, the errors of his early 

condu8:, when their plaufible pretences had feduced him 
to tread w ith them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms 
arrainfi his IJrince and countr}r· Th<1t his following fer-

b u 

vices, he hoped , had fufficiently tcfiified his repentance; 

and his death would now atone for that guilt, the only 

one with which he could jufily reproach himfelf. That 
in all his warlike cnterprizes he was warranted by that 
commiffion, which he had received from his and their 

mafrcr, againfr whofe lawful authority they had ereCted 
their frandard. That to venture his life for his fovereign 

was the leafr part of his merit: He had even thrown 
down his arms in obedience to the facred commands of 

the king; and had refigncd to them the iCl:ory, which, 

in defiance of all their efforts, he was ftill enabled to dif

pute with them. 'I'hat no blood had ever been fued by 
him but in the field of battle ; and many perfons were 

now in his eye, many now dared to pronounce fentence 

of death upon him, whofe life, forfeited by the laws of 
·war, he had formerly faved from the fury of the foldiers. 

That he was ferry to find no better teftimony of their re .. 
turn to allegiance than the murder of fo faithful a fub

jeCl:, in whofe death the king"s commiffion mufi: be, at 

once, fo highly injured and affronted. That as to him .. 

. fe1f, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and degrade 

him by all their ftudied indignities : The j ufi:ice of his 
caufe, he knew, would ennoble any fortune ; nor had 

h.e other dE.i8.:ion than to fee the authority of his prince, 

with which he was invefi:ed, treated with fo much igno· 
miny. And that he now joyfully followed, by a like 
unj u:fi: fentence, his late fovereign ; and fhould be happy, 

·if, in his future deftiny, he could follow him to the fame 
blifsful 
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blifsfu] m::mfions, where his piety and humane virtues c H A P. 

1 -.! • , LX, 
ldl\.t alreauy, Without c.oubt, fecured hun an eternal re- -.1 

compencc. 165o. 

MuNTROSE's fentencc was next pronounced againfl: 

him, " Th.:.t he, J ames Graham" (for this was the only 

name they vouch fa fed to give him) " 1'hould next day be 

'' c:1rried to Edinburgh crofs, and there be hanged on a 

" gibbet, thirty feet high, for the (nace of three huurs ~ 

" 'Then be taken dmvn, his head be cut off upon a {caf

~' fold, and affixed to the prifon : His !cgs and ar:ns b~ 

" !tuck up on the four chief towns of the kingd(Jnl: Hi 
" body be buried in the place appropriated for common 

~' malefactors; except the church, upon his repentance, 

" fhould take off his excommunication." 

THE clergy, hoping, that the terrors of immedi2tc 

aeath had now given them an ad\'antage over their ene

my, Rocked about him, and infulted over his fallen for

tunes. They pronounced his damnation, and aifured 

him, that the judgment, which he was fo foon to fuffer, 

wbuld prove but an eafy prologue to that which he mu£1: 

undergo hereafter. They next offered to pray with him: 

But he was too well acquainted with thofe forms of im

precation, which they called prayers. " Lord, vouch

~' fafe ya.t to touch the obdurate heart of this proud in

" oorrigible finner; this wicked, perjured, traiterous, 

" and profane perfon, who refufes to hearken to the 

" voice of thy church." Such were the petitions, 

which, he expected, they would, according to cufi:om, 

offer up for him. He told them, that they were a mife

rably deluded and deluding people; and would fhortly 
bring their country under the mofl: infupportable fervi

tude, to which any nation had ever been reduced. " For 

" my part," added he, " I am much prouder to have 

"' my head affixed to the place, where it is fentenced to 

~' ftand, than to have my piCl:ure hang m the king's 

N 3 '' bed-
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c H A P." bed-chamber. So far from being forry, that my leg~ 
~-~ ~' and arms are to be fcnt to four cities of the kingdom; 

~65°· " I wifn I had li~11bs eno~ to be difpcrfed into ?J-11 the 
" cities of C~rifrendom, there to remain as te:fl:iP1onies 
" in favour of the caufe, for which I fuffer." This 
fentiment, that very cvcniug, while in prifon, he threw 
into verfe. The poem remains ; a fignal monument of 
his heroic fpirit, and no defpicable proof of his poetica~ 

gem us. 
~~fl: May. Now was 1ed forth, amid:Cc the infults of his enemies 

Jtecuted, 

and t',e te.1rs of the peopl--, this ma~ of illufirious birth 
aid oi the grea:cfi: rer:own in the nation, to ftdfer, for 
his adhering. to the laws of his country, and the rights of 
his fovercig:1, th~ i_jnomin!ous cl ?.th defiincd to the 
~1ean!=fl: malef~dor. Ev~ry attempt~ whic"1 the infolence 
of the soverning p:lrt )' had made to fubduc his fpirit,' had 
hitherto proved fruitlefs : 'T'hey made yet o~c eftcrt 
mo!·e, in t~is laft and melancholy fcene, ·when al~ en
micy; arifing from motives merely human, is commonly 
foftencd and dilarmcd. The executioner brought that 
bo1k, which had been publiilied in elegant Latin of hi~ 
~rcat military actions, and tied it by a cord about his 
:peck. Montroie fmilcd at this ncv~ infi:ancc of their 

malice. He thanked them, however, for their officious 
zeal ; . and faid~· that he bore this te:fl:imony of his bravery 
and loyal~y with more -pride than he had e~er worne the 
garter. Having af.l{ed, whether they had any more in-
dignities to put upon him, and renewing fome devout 
ejacu1~tions, · ~e patiently endured the laft act of the ex-: 
ecutioner. 

THus perifued, in the thirty-eighth year of his age~ 
the gallant marqt,{efs ~f Montrofe; the man whofe ~li-: 
tary g~nius, both by valour and conduCt, had fuo~1e forth 
~eyond any, whi~h, during thefe civil diforders, had ap
.pcarecl in the three kingdoms. The finer arts too, he 

t • I" ,. 

had., 
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b-ad, in his youth, fuccefsfully cultivated; and whatever c H A P. 

was fublime, elegant, or noble touched his great foul. ~ 
Nor was he infenfible to the pleafures either of fociety or xE so• 

of Jove. Something, however, of the vojl and unboundt'd 

charaCterized his atl:ions and deportment; and it was 

merely by an heroic effort of duty, that he brought his 

mind, impatient of fuperiority, and even of equality, to 

pay fuch unlimited fubmiffion to the will of his fovereign ... 

THE vengeance of the coven:::ntcrs was not fatisfied with 
Montrofc's execution. Urrey, whofe inconfiancy now 
led him to take part with the king, fuffered about the 
fame time: Spotifwood of Daerfie, a youth of eighteen, 

Sir Francis Hay of Dalgetie, and co1onel Sibb.Id, all of 

them men of birth and charaEter, underwent a like fate. 

Thefe were taken prifoners with l\1ontrofe. The mar
quefs of Huntley, about a year before, had alfo fallen a 

victim to the feverity of the covenanters. 

THE pafr fcene difplays in a full light the barbarity of 

this theological fatl:ion.: The fequel will fufficiently dif

play their abfurdity. 
THE king, in confequence of his agreement with the :z.1d June. 

commiffioners of Scotland, fet fail for that country; 

and being efcorted by feven Dutch :lhips of war, who 
were fent to guard the herring fiihery, he arrived in the 

frith of Cromarty. Before he was permitted tO land, he 
was required to fign the covenant; and many fermons 
and leB:ures were made him, exhorting him to perfevere 
in that holy confederacy 0

• Hamilton, Lauderdale, Dum- Covenant• 

fermling, and other noblemen of that faB:ion whom they crs. 

called Engagers, were immediately feparated from him, 
.and obliged to retire to their houfes, where they lived in 

a private manner, without truft or a ... thority. None of 
his Englifh friends, who had ferved lis father, were 

~llowed to remain in the kingdom. The king himfelf 

P Sir Edward Walker's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 1 59• 
N 4 found, 
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C H A P. found, that he was confidered as a mere pageant of :A:ate, L '{. 

\...--v--...1 and that the few remains of royalty, which he poffeifcd, 
165o. fcrved only to draw on him the greater indignities. One 

of the quarters of lVIontrofe, his faithful fervant, who 
h~d borne his con:miffion, had been fent to Aberdeen, 
and was fiill allowed to hang over the gates when he 
paiTed by that place P, The general «fftmbly, and after
wards the comm;ttce of efiatcs and the army, who were 
entirely governed by the affembly, fet forth a public de
claration, in v.·hirh they protr:fi:cd, " that they did not 
'" dpoufc any m:dignant quarrel or party, but fought 

" merely en their former grounds or princi1"lles; that 
" they difl'iaimcd all the fins and guilt of the king, ~nd 
" or his houfc ;·nor ·wou]d they own him r llis intcrefl-, 
" oi~1crwife than with a ful--ordinaticn to God, and fo 
" far as ne ov:ncd ~tncl pmfl..cuted the caufe of God, and 
u ach.nowlcJged the fins of his houfc, and of his former 
" ways q." 

'I'HE king, Jy:n~ entirely <lt mercy, and havin'g no 
afruranc:e of liberty or life, farther than was agreeable to 

the fancy of thde 2ufl:erc zealots, was conHrained to 

embface a meafure, which nothing but the ncceffity of 
his affairs, and his great youth and inexperience could 
excufe. He dfued 3 declaration, fuch as they required 

16th Aug. of him'. He there gave thank_. for the merciful difpen
fations of providence, by which he was recovered from 

the fnare of evii cou11fel, had attained a fu11 perfuafion of 
the righteoufnefs of the covenant, and was induced to 
caft bin:felf and his interefi wholly upon God. He de

fired to be deeply humbled and afflicted in fpirit, becaufe 
of his father's following wicked meafures, oppofing the 
covenant and the work of reformation, and fhedding the 
blood ot God's people throughout all his dominions., 

P ::;j, Euward Walk::r's Hiftorical D1fcourfes, p. t6o, 

41 .ibid, P• 166, 167, r lbid, P• 170, 

He 
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He lamented the idolatry of h:s mother and the toleration c R A P,. 

of it in his father's houfe; a matter of great offence, l-ie ~~ 
faid, to all the protdb:mt churches, :md a great provoca- J6.:io• 

tion to him who is a jealous God, vifiting the fins of the 

f~ther upon the children. He prof:.!.ITcJ, that he would 

have no enemies but the enemies of the covenant; and 

that he detcfred all popery, fu pcrfi:ition, prelacy, herefy, 

fcbifin, and rrofanencfs ; and was refolvcd not to tolerate, 

much lefs to countenance, any of them in any of his 

dominions. He decbrcd, that he iliould n~\'er love or 

favour thofe who had fo little confciencc as to follow his 

interefi:s, in preference to the gofpd and the k:;ngdom of 

J efus Chrif!. And he exprefleJ his hope, that, what-

ever ill fuccefs his former guilt might have dra vn upon 

his caufe, yet now, having obtained m( rcy to be on 

God's fide, and to ach: wwlcdge his own caufc fubordi-

natc to that of God, divine providcn_ce would crown his 

arms with viClory. 

STILL the covenanters and the clergy were diffident of 

the king's fincerity. The f,lcility, which he difcovcrcd 

in yielding _to whatever \V .IS requ 11 'd of him, made them 

fufpecr, that he regarded all his conccilions mcrdy :1s 

ridiculous farces, to which he mufi of neceffity fubmit. 

1"'hey had another trial prepared for h:m. lnficad of 

the folemnity of his coronation, which was delayed, they 

wt.re refolved, that he !hould pafs through a public hu

miliation, and do penance before the wnole people. 

They fent him twelve articles of repentance, which he 

:was to acknowledge; 'and the king had agreed, that he 
would fubmit to this indignity. The VC:lrious tranfgref

:fions of his father and grandfather, togctLer with the 

idolatry of his mother, are again enumerated and aggra

vated in thefe articles; and farther d~clarations were in
fifted on, that he fought the rcfiitution of his rights, for 

the fole advancement of religion, and in fubordination to 
the 
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c H A P. the kingdom of Chrifr s. In lhort, having exalted the LX. 
"--v--J altar above the throne, and brought royalty under their 

J65°• feet, the cler~y were refolved to trample on it and vilify 
it, by every infrance of contumely, which their prefent 
influence enabled them to impofe upon their unhappy 
prince. 

CHARLES in the mean time found his authority entirely 
annihilated, as well as his character degraded. He was 
confulted in no public meafure. He was not called to 
affifr at any councils. His favour was fufficient to dif
credit any pretender to office or aclvanc:emcnt. All 
efiorts, which he made to unite the oppofi.te parties, en-

, creafed the fufpicion, which the covenanters had enter
tained of him, as if he was not ent"rely their own. 
Argylc, who, by fubtilties and compliances, partly led 
and partly was governed by this wilu faction, frill turned 
a deaf ear to all advances, which the king made to enter 
into confidence with him. lklalignants and Engagers con
tinued to be the obje8:s of general hatred and perfecu
tion; and whoever was obnoxious to the clergy, failed 
not to have one or other of thcfe epithets affixed to him. 
The fanaticifm, which prevailed, being fo full of four 
anJ angry principles, and fo overcharged with various 
antipathies, had acquired a new objeCt of abhorrence: 
Thefe were the Sorcerers. So prevalen: was the opinion 
of witchcraft, that great numbers, accufed of that crime, 
were burnt by fentence of the magifrrates throughout all 
parts of Scotland. In a village near Berwic, which con
tained only fourteen houfes, fourteen perfons were pu
niihed by fire t ; and it became a fcience, every where 
much ftudied and cultivated, to diftinguifh a true witch 
by proper trials and fymptoms u. 

$ Sir Edward \Valker's Hill:orical Difcourfes, P• 178. 

~ Whitlocke, p. 434, 4o8. u Ibid. P• 396, 411, 
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THE advance of the Englifh army under Cromwel C H A P. 

bl 
r. r f , . r. . LX • 

.was not a e to appea1e or 10 ten t11c ammont1es among \.-·v--...i 

the .par0es in Scotlan~. The clergy were :frill refolute 
16

5°• 

to exclude all but their mofr zealc'l~ adqerents. So foon 

as the Englifh parliament found, that the trc::tty bet\vecn 

the king and the Scots would probably terminate in an 

accommodation, they made preparations for a war' which, 
they faw, would, in the end, prove inevitable. Crom-

wcl having broken th.e fcrce and courage of the Iriili, 

was fcnt for; and he left the corr.m~ncl of Ireland to 
Ireton, who gqverned that kingdom in the cl~aracrer of • . 

deputy, and "vith vigilance and indufrry perfevered in the 

work of fubduing and exfelling the natives. 

IT was expeCl:ed, that Fairfax, who frill retain~d the 
:pame of general, would continue to :let ag:1ini1: Scotland, 
and appear at the head of the forces ; a llation for which 

he was V?"el1 qualified, and where alone he ~ade any 
figure. But Fairfax, though he had allowed the army 
to make ufe of his name in murdering their fovereign, '. 

and offering violence to the parliament, had entertained 

unfurmountable fcruples againfr invading the Scots, 

whom he confidered as zealous prefbyterians, and united 
to Engbnd by the facred bands of the covenant. He 
was farther difgufied at the extremities, into which he 
had already been hurried; and was confirmed in his re
pugnance by the exhortations of his wife, who had great 

influence over him, and was herfelf much governed by 

~he prefbyterian clergy. A committee of parliament was 
fcnt to reafon with him ; and Cromwcl was one of the 
number. In vain did they urge, that the Scots had firfi: 

broken the covenant by their invafion of England under 

duke ~amilton; and that they would furely renew their 

hofiil~ attempts, if not prevented by the vigorous mea

fures of the commonwealth. Cromwel, who knew the 

,;-igid inflexibility of Fairfax, in every tl ing, which he 
regarded 
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C H A P. reo-arJed as matter of principle~ ventured to folicit him I .. r b 

~ v;ith the utmoft earncftnefs; and he went fo far as to llicd 
165o. tears of grief and vexation on this occafion. No one 

could fufpect any ambition in the man, w!10 laboured fo 
ze:lloufly to retain his genera] in that high office, which, 
he knew, he himfclf was alone entitled to fill. The 
i~une warmth of temper, which made Cromwel a frantic 
cnthufiafr, rendered him the moft dangerous of hypocrites; 
ancl it '-vas to this turn of mind, as much as to his cour

d"C and capacity, that he owed all his wonderful fuc
ce.Ges. By the contagious ferment of his zeal, he engaged 
c\·~ry one to co-operate \Vith . him in his meafures ; and 
entering eafi.ly and aflcClionatcly into every part, which 
b.~ was difpofed to ad, he was enabled, even after mul
t iplitd deceits, to cover; under a tcmpefr of pailion, all 
hu crooked fchcmcs ~nd profound artif1ccs. 

FA m.F AX ha~'ing rcfigncd his commiffion, it was be
fim~:ed on Crom\vcJ, who was declared captain-general 
of all the forces in Et1gland. 'I'his command, in a com
mor~we:.dth, which ~ood entirely by arms, was of the 
itmo{l: importance; and was the chief fi:cp, which this 

ambitious politician had yet made towards fovercign 
power. He inil~c:Jiatcl y marched his forces, and entered 
~catlaud with an army of I 6,ooo men. 

1'HE command of the Scottilh army was given to Lef
]ey, an experienced officer, who formed a very proper 
pbn for defence. He entrenched himfelf in a fortified 

camp between Edinburgh and Leith, and took care to 

remove from the counties of Mcrfe and the Lothians every 
thing which .could ferve to fubfi.fi the Englilh army. 
Cromwcl advanced to the Scotch camp, and endeavoured, 
by every expedient, to bring Lefley to a battle: The pru

dcrt Scotchman knew, that, though fupcrior in num .. 
bers, his army was much inferior in difcipline to the 
2ngliili; <!nd he kept himfelf carefully within his en-

tren eh men ts. 
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trcnchments. By fkirmifhes and fmall rencountcrs he c H A P. 

tried to confirm the fpirits of his foldiers ; and he was ~ 
fuccefsful in thefe enterprizcs. His army encrcafcc.. d;::.ily 165o. 

both in 11U1:1bers and courage. The king came to the 

camp; and having exerted himfelf in an ac:ion, g ... incd 

on the affeClions of the foldiery, who were more defirous 

of ferving under a young prince of fpirit and vivacity 

than under a committee of talking t;own-mcn. Tl1e 

clergy were alarmed. They ordered Charles immediate~ y 
to leave the camp. They alfo purged , it carefully of 

about 4000 Malignants and Engagers, vvhofe zeal had led 

them to attend the king, and who were the fol<liers of 
chief credit and experience in the nation w. They then 

concluded, that they had an army compofcd entirely of 

, faints, and could not be beaten. They munm.:rcd c::

tremely, not only againfr their prudent general, but al!o 

againfi the Lord, on account of his delays in giving the:11 

deliverance x ; and they plainly told him, that, if he 

would not fave them from the Englifh fettaric~, he ilioull 

no longer be their God r. An advantage having offered 

itfelf on a Sunday, they hindered the general from 1t1a!....- , 

ing ufe of it, left he fhould involve the natio1 in the guilt 

of fabbath-breaking. 

CROMWEL found himfdf in a very bad fit·!ation. He 

had no provifions but what he received b.l rea. l e lad 

not had the precaution -to bring thefe in d11ci~n quan

tities; and his army was reduced to difticulti<:s. He re

tired to Dunbar. Lefiey followed him ~:nd ncampcd on 

the heights of L-ammermure, which ovcrlc~ok that tO'.Yn. 

There lay many difficult paflc~ be~wce11 Duith;,r ~mJ Bcr

wic, and of thefe Leflcy had taken pofieilion. The Englilh 

general was reduced to extremity. H ha,' n en: braced 

a refolution of fending by fc·a all hi · foot an artillery to 

w Sir Edw. Walkl!r, p. 16;: X Id. P· t6S. Y W. i~-

la~;ke, P· 449• 



HIS't'ORY OF GREAT BRITAIN·. 

C H A P# Eno-land and of breakino- through, at all hazards, with 
LX. o ' o . . 

1--v-....1 his cavalry. The madnefs of the Scottdh ecclefiaihcs 
165o. favcd him from this lofs and difhonour. 

:l 

NIGHT and day the minifrers had been wre.!Hing with 
the Lord in prayer, as they termed it; and they fancied, 
tbat they had at lafr obtained the victory. Revelations, 

• they faid, were made them, that the fecbrian and here
tical army, together with Agag, meaning Cromwel, was 
delivered into their hands. V pon the faith of thefe vifi

ons, they forced their general, in fpite ofhis remonihances, 
to defcend into the plain, with a view of att::J.cking the 

Battle of Englifh in their retreat. Cromwel, looking through a 
Dunbar. 

glafs, faw the enemy's camp in motion; and foretold, 
without the help of. revelations, that the Lord had deli
vered them into bis hands. He gave orders immediately 

3d Sep::em~. f"or an attack. In this battle it was eafi.ly obfcrved, that 

nothing, in military actio s, can fupply the place of dif
cipline and experience; and that, in the prefence of real 
danrrrr, where T::,n :1re not accufromed to it, the fumes 
of enthufi~fm preftntly di11ipate, and lofe their influence. 
The Scots, though double in number to the Englifh, 
were foun put to flight, and purfued with great :flaughter. 
The chief, if not only rciiftance was made by one regi
ment of Highlanders, that part of the army, which was ' 
the 1~2.fi: i!:fcf~cd \Vith f:lnaticifm. No victory could be 
more co:nplctc than this which \V:ls obtained by Crom

'~rel. About 3000 of th~ enemy were :flain, and 9000 

tsken prifcnc:·s. Cromwcl purfued his advantage, and 
gained pofieffion of~ .12..diuburgh and Leith. The rem
nant of the Scottifh army fled to Sterling. The approach 
of the winter fcafon, and an ague, which feized Crom• 
wel, kept him from pulhing the victory any farther. 

THE clergy m:1de great lamentations, and told the 
Lord, that to t1 em it w2s little to facriflce their lives and 

dlate., but to him it was a great lo[s to fu!fer his elect 

.! ~c 
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to be dcftroyed z,. They publiilied a declaration, con- c H A p. 

taining the caufe of their late misfortunes. Thefe vifi-~ 
tations they afcribed to the manifold provocations of the 16so. 

king's houie, of which, they feared, he had not yet tho-
roughly repented ;. the fecret intrufion of malignants into 
the king's family and even into the camp; the leaving 
of a moft malignant and profane guard of horfe, who, 
being fent for to be purged, came two days before the 
defeat, and were allowed to fight ~ith the army; the 
owning of the king's quarrel by many without fubordi-
nation to religion and liberty; and the carnal felf-feeking 
of fome, together with the neglect of family prayers by 

others. 
CROMWEL, having been fo fuccefsful in the war of 

the fword, took up the pen againfr the Scotch ecclefiaftics. 

He wrote them fome polemical letters, in wh1ch. he main
tained the chief points of the independent theology. He 
took care likewife to retort on them their favourite argu·
rnent of providence ; and aiked them, whether the Lord 

had not declared againfr them. But the minifters thought, 
that the fame events, which td their enemies were judge
ments, to them were trids; and they replied, that the 
Lord had only hid his face, for a time, from Jacob. 
But Cromwel infifred, that the appeal had been made to 
God in the mofr exprefs and folemn manner, and that, 
in the fields f Dunbar, an irrevocable dccifion had been 

awarded in favour of the Engli{h army" •. 
THE 

z. Sir Edward Walker. 
a This is the beft of Cromwd's y:retched compofitions that rem~ins, and 

we fhall here extraa a paifage out of it. " You (ay )OU have not fo. learned 

" Chrift as to hang the equity of your caufe upon events. V e could wifh 

'' that blindnefs had not been upon your eyes to all thof: marvellous dif

cu penfations, which God hath wrought lately in Eng and. But did not you 

" folemnly appeal and pray ? Dtd not we do fo to:> ? And ought not we 

" and you to think, with fear and trembling, of the hand c£ the great Gocl

~' in this mi&hty and fira<Jge lll'f:leolrance of his~ l,; t.t can llJI)btly call it an 
•' ~: vtn .. : 
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C H A P. THE defeat of tl:le Scots was regarded by the king as a 
~~ fortun~te event. The armies, which fought on both 

16
5

1
• fides, were almofl: equally his enemies; and the van

quifhed were now obliged to give him fome more ~mtho
rity, and apply to him for fupport. The parliament was 
fu:nmoncd to u et at St. Johnftone's. Hamilton, Lau
derdale, and all the Engagers were admitted into court 
~nd c<;.mp, on cond~tion of doing public pennance, and 
expreffing repentance for their late tranfgreffions. Some 
l\1alignants alfo crceped in under various pretences. 
The intended humiliation or pennance of the king was 
changed into the ceremony of his coronation, which was 

1ft January. performed at Scone with great pomp and folemnity. But 
amidfl: all this appearance of refpecr, Charles remained in 
the hands of the mofr rigid Covenanters: And though 
treated with civility and courtefy by Argyle, a man of 
parts and addrefs, he was little better than a prifoner, 
and was frill expofed to all the rudenefs and pedantry of 
the ecclefiafrics. 

THIS young prince was in a fituation, which very ill 
fuited his temper and difpofition. All thofe good qua
lities which he po!feifed, his affability, his wit, his gaiety, 
his gentleman-like, difengaged behaviour, were here fo 
many vices; and his love of eafe, liberty, and pleafure 
was regarded as the highe:fl: enormity. Though artful in 
the praa:ice of courtly diffimulation, the fantl:ified ftyle 

" event? \v·ue not both yout< and our expeCtations renewed from time to 
" tirrre, \~ hil~ we \\aired on God, to fee which way he would manifefi him
" fdf upr·n Out Jppc:.ds? i\nd fhall wt'' after all thcfe our prayers, fdfting~, 
" tears, cxrect .. tions and (olemn 3ppeals, call thele mere events? The Lod 
'' pity ycu. Sure~y we fear~ becaufe it has been a metciful and a gracious 
" deliverance to us. 

" I belt'cch ) ou in the bowels of Chrift, fear eh after the mind of the Lord 
" in 1t tow~rJs you, anJ \',e fhall Lelp you by our pnyers that you may find 
" it. For y<:t, if v. e know our h:iirt at all, our bowels do in Chrift yearn 

" after tl.~ gNll~· in Scotland." Tburloe, vol. i. p. r·s8. 

was 
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was utterly unknown to him ; and he never could mould c H A P. 

his deportment into that :frarched grimace, which the ~ 
covenanters required as an infallible mark of converfion. 1651• 

The duke of Buckiilgham was the only Engliih courtier 
allowed to attend him ; and by his ingenious talent for 
ridicule~ he had rendered himfelf extremely agreeable to 
his mail:er. While fo many objet!s of derifion furrounded 
them, it was difficult to be altogether infenfible to the 
temptation, and wholly to [upprcfs the laugh. Obliged 

to attend from morning to night at prayers and fermons~ 
they betrayed evident fy:mptoms of wcarincfs or contempt. 

The clergy never could eil:eem the king fufficiently re
generated: And by continual exhortations, rcmonil:rances~ 
and reprimands, they :ll:ill endeavoured to bring him to a 
jufl:er fenfe of his fpiritual duty. 

THE king's paffion for the fair could not altogether be 
refl:rained. He had once been obfervcd ufing fome fa
tniliarities with a young woman; and a committee of 
minifl:crs was appointed to reprove him for a behaviour fo 
unbecoming a covenantcd monarch. The ipokefman of 
the committee, one Douglafs, began with a fcverc afpccl, 
informed the king that great fcandal had been given t~ 
the godly, enlarged on the heinous nature of fin, anq 
concluded with exhorting his m.-jdl:y, ·whenever he was 
clifpofed to amufe himfelt~ to be more careful, for the 
future, in ihutting the windows. This delicacy, fo un
ufual to the place and to the charaB:er of the man, wa 

remarked by the king ; and he never forgot the ob
ligation. 

rrHE king, :£hocked With all the indignities, and per

haps, frill more tired with all the formalities, to wh.ch 
he was obliged to fubmit, made an attempt to regain his 

liberty. General Middleton, at the head of iome roya!
iil:s, being profcribed by the covenanters, l,.cpt in the 

mountains, expecting fc;me opportunity of ferving his· 
VoL. VII. 0 mafi:er. 
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mafier. The king refolved to join this body. He fe

crctly made his efcape from ~rgyle, and fled towards the 

Highlands. Golonel Montgoinery, with a troop of horfe, 

was fent in purfuit of him. He overtook the king, and 

perfuaded him to return. ~ The royalifls being too weak 

to fupport him, Charles was the more eafily indu<;:eel to 

comply. r.rhis incident procured him afterwards better 

treatment and more authorifj'; the covenanters being 

.fraid of driving him, by their rigours, to fome defperate 

refolution. Argyle renewed his courtfnip to the king, 

and the king, '~ith equal diffiroulation, pretended to 

repofe great confidence in Argyle.r He even went fo far 

as to drop hints of his intention to marry that nobleman's 

daughter: But he had to do witli a man too wife to be 

feduced by fuch grofs artifices. 

So foon as the feafon would permit, the Scotch army 

was affembled under Hamilton and Lefley; and the king 
was a lowed to join the camp. The forces of the wefi:ern 

.counties, notwithfianding the imminent danger, vvhich 

threatened their country, were refolved not to unite their 

caufe with that of an army, which admitted any engagers 

or malignants among them ; ana they kept in a body 

apart under Ker. They called themfelves the Protejlers; 
and their frantic clergy declaimed equally againfr the 

king and Cromy.;el. The other party were denominated 

Rejblutianers ; and thefe difiinctions c9ntinued long afte.1 

to divide and agitate the kingdom. 

CHARLES encamped at the Torwood; and his generals 

refolved to conduCt thcmfelvcs by the fame cautious max

ims, which, fo loag as they were embraced, had been 

fuccefsful during the former campaign. The town of 

Stirling lay at his back, and the whcle north fupplied 

him with provifions. Strong entrenchments defended his 

front; and it w:-ts in vain that Cromw 1 made every at

tempt to bring him to an cngagcm9nt. .A ftcr lofing 
JU'.\C!l 
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uch time, the Engli!h general fcnt Lambert over the c H A P·. 
LX. 

frith into Fife, with an intention of cutting off the pro- ....,_ f"'..J 

'Vifions of the enemy. Lambert fell upon Holborne and lf>S•• 

Brown, who commanded a party of the Scots~ and put 

them to rout with great 1b.ughter1 Cromwel alfo paffed 

over with his whole army; and lying at the back of the 

king, made . it impoffible for him to keep his pofr any
1 

longer. · 

CHARLEs, rcdilced to defpair, embr~!ced a efoJution 
Worthy of a young prince contendin2 fer eL 

1 
ire. Hz.ving 

the way open, I e rcfolved immediat lv to march into 
EnglamJ; where he ex ected, that all h :s friends, and all 

thofe who were difcontentcd with the prefet t government 

'.voulcl flock to his frandarJ. He pcrfuaded the gc:nerals 

to enter into the fame vi ws; and with one confent the 
army, to the number of 14~000 men, rofe from their 

· mp, and advanced by great journies towards the fi uth. 

C OM~EL Wr.: s fi rprized at thi3 movement of the 

toy-al army. V/hoHy intent on off~ll(ling his en my, he 

had expofed his friends to imminent danger, 2nd faw 

the king with numerous forces marching into Eng-land; 

where his prefence, frdm the general hatred which prc
v.lileJ againfl the p:1.rliamcnt, vvas ca.1able of producir:; 
fome gr at revolUtion. But if this conJuB: was an o·•er

fight in Cronr.vel, he quickly repair ·d it by his v:gib·1e~ 

and aCl:i\•ity. H difpatch d lctt r to the ndiamenr, 

ex'hortin.:::. them not to be difmayed 2-t the .. pp:-oz.~h oft e . 
cots : He fent orders cT,•ery where for affemb.!.ng forc~s· 

to oppofe the king: He ordered Lambert wit] a body cf 

cuvalry to hano- unon the rear of tl e ro·.r.] ;:rmv; ~ncr 
... 0 t' J " 

infcfr their march: And he himtelt~ leavinz Mor., wi.h 

7000 men to compl te the reduCl:ion of Se tlatK.:. fo! owed 
the king with all the expedition p·::>fi:ibie. 

- CHARLES found him el d~fa )pointed in hi expee:a· 

tiOns of cncrcafing hi army. r 'he C0b, terrified at th"" 

0 2 
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c H ~ P. profpeCl: of fo hazardous an enterprize, fell off' in great 
~ numbers. The Englifh prefbyterians, having no warn-

I651• ing given them of the king's approach, were not prepared 
to join him. To the royalifrs, this meafure was equally 
unexpeB:ed; and they were farther deterred from joining 
the Scottifu army by the orders, which the committee of 
minifrers had iffued, not to admit any, even in this defpe .. 
rate extremity, who would not fubfcribe the covenant .. 
The earl of Derby, leaving the ille of Man, where he 
had hitherto maintained his independance, was employed 
jn levying forces in Che!hire and Lancalhire; but was 
foon fupprdfed by a party of the parliamentary army. 
And the king, when he arrived at W orcefrer, found, 
that his f-orces, extremely harraffcd by a hafi:y and fa
tiguing march, were not more numerous, than when he 
rofe from his camp in the Torwood. 

SucH is the inRuence of efiabli!hed gov€rnment, that 
the commonwealth, though founded in ufurpation the 
mofr unjuft and unpopular, had authority fufficient to 
raife every where the militia of the counties; and thefe, 
united with the regular forces, bent all their efforts againft 

30 Sept. the king. With an army of above JO,ooo men, Crom
wel.fell upon Worcefrer; and attacking it on all fides, and 
meeting with little refifiance except from duke Hamilton 
and general Iviiddleton, broke in upon the difordered 
royalifrs. The frreets of the city were frrowed with dead. 

Rattle of Hamilton, a nobleman of bravery and honour, was mor- · 
Worcefler. 

tally wounded; Maffey wounded and taken prifoner; the 
king himfelf, having given many proofs ofpcrfonal valour, 
was obliged to Ry. rrhe whole Scottifu army was either 

1 killed or taken prifoners. The country people, inflamed 
with national antipathy, put to death the few that efcaped 
from the field of battle. 

The J, irg's 
dc·p~. 

1'HE king left Worcefrer at fix o'clock in the after .. 
noon, and without halting, travelled about twenty-fix 

6 miles> 
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miles, in company with fifty or fixty of his friends. To C H A P. 

provide for his fecurity,he thought it beft to feparate him-~ 
felf from his companions; and he left them without corn- IG;x. 

municating his intentions to any of them. By the earl of 

Derby's directions, he went to Bofcobel, a lone houfe in 
the borders of Staffordfhire, inhabited by one Penderell, 

a farmer. To this man Charles entrufted himfelf. The 

man had dignity of fcntiments much above his condition; 

and though death was denounced againft all who con-

cealed the king, and a great reward promifed to any one 
who ihould betray him, he profeifed and maintained un-

!haken fidelity. He took the affifi:ancc of his four bro-

thers, equally honourable with himfelf; and having 

doathed the king in a garb like their own, they led him 

into the neigbouring wood, put a bill into his hand, and 

pretended to employ themfelves in cutting faggots. Some 

nights he lay upon fi:raw in the houfe, ·and fed on fuch 

homely fare as it afforded. For a better concealment, he 

mounted upon an oak, where he fheltered himfelf among 

the leaves and branches for twenty- four hours. He faw 

feveral foldiers pafs by. All of them were intent in fearch 

of the king; and many expreifed in his hearing their ear-

neft willies of feizing him. This tree was afterwards 

denominated the R oycl Oak; and for many years was re-

garded by the neighbourhood with great veneration. 

CHARLES was in the middle of the kini:;dom, and 

could neither ftay in his rctreut, nor ftir a ftep from it, 
without the moft imminent danger. Fears, hopes, and 

party zeal intereiled multitudes to difcover him; and 

even the fmallefi indifcretion of his friends might prove 

fatal. Having joined lord \Vilmot, who was fkulking in 

the neighbourhood, they agreed to put tllemfelvcs into 

the hands of colonel Lane, a zealous royalift, who lived 
at Bentley, not many miles difiant. The king's feet 

were fo hurt by walking about in Lc~.vy boot5 or country~ 
0 3 men's 
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c II A P. m ~n's i110es which did not fit h~m·, that he was obliged LX. . 
--.J to mount on horfcb<lck; and he travelled in this fituation 

16
5

1
• • to Bentley, attended by the Penderells, who had been fo 

faithful to him. Lane . ormcd a fchcme for his journey to 
Br!fi:ol, where, it vas hoped, he would find a ihip, in 

which he might tranfport hirnfelf. He had a near kinf- -
woman, rvirs. l~orton, who lived within three miles of 
that city, and was with child, very ne r the time of her 
·delivery. He obtained a pafs (for during thofe times of 

confufron this precaution was regui:fite) for his :fifler Jan~ 
La11e and a fen·ant, to travel toward~ Brifi:ol, under pre

tence of vifiting an~ attending her relation. The king 
rode before the hdy, and perfonated the ferv;:_nt. 

WEE.T e:ev arrived at Norton's, Mrs. Lane pretended, 
that fhe had brought .alo!lg as her {(',\'ant, a poor lad, a 
reighbouring farmer's fon, who was ill of an ague; and 
fhe begged a pr!v~fe room for him, where he might be 
quiet. 'I 'hougl1 'harles kept himfeif reti1ecl in this 
c!1a:nber, the butler, one Pope, foon knew him: T'he 

ki1 g V£!S alarmed, but made the butler promifc that he 
would keep the fecret from every morta1, even from hi 

mafier; and he \vas faithf;.ll to his engagement. 

No lhip~ it was found, w9uld, for a mont 1, fet fail 
:from BtiiLl, either for France or Spain; and the king 
was obliged to go ede vhere for a p::dfage. He entruficd 
~·1mfeif to colonel Windham of Dorfedhire, an affuc

tionate partizan of the royal fa1l1ily. The na~ural dfuSt 
of the lqng civil wars and of the furious rage, to whicli 

all me~ were wrought up in thci~ different faB:ions, was, 
that every one's inclinations and affeCtions were tho
rou6h1y known, and even the courage and fidelity of n;~oft 
men, by the variety of inciaents, h2d been put to trial. 

~'J--!.e r~ydifts _tpo had, many of them, been obliged to 
contrive concealments in their houfes for themfelves, 

tl~ci f~·ien~s, er more valaable e.ffeets; anu the arts of 

eluding. 
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luding the enemy had been often praetifed. All thefe C H A P. 

circumfiances proved favourable to tl c king in the pre-~ 
fent exigency. As he paili d often through the hands of 1651• 

catholics, the P.rie.fl' s bole, as they called it, the place, 

:where they were obliged to conceal their pcrfecuted priefi:s, 

was fometimes employed for fheltering their diilreifed 

fovcreign. 
WINDHAM, before he rcceiv d the kin~, afketl l~ave 

to cntrufi: the important fecret to his mother, his wife, 

and four fcrvar:ts, on whofe fidelity he could entirely 

rely. Of all thcfc perfons, no one proved v.ranting either. 

in hc.:wur or difcretion. The vcn -raLle old matron, on 

the reception of her royal gucft, expreffed the utmoH: joy, 
that, having loft, without regret, three for1s and one 

grand-child in defence of his father, {he was now re

fcrvcd, in her declining years, to be in.firumcnt:ll in the · 

prefervation of himfelf. \Vindham told the king, that 

Sir Thomas, his father, in the year I 636, a few days 

before his death, called to him his five fons. " ~"1y 
" children," faid he, " we have hitherto fccn ferene and 

" quiet times under our tl ree lafi fovercigns: l)ut I mufl: 

" now warn you to prepare fer clouds atHl ftorms .. Fac

" tions arife on ev.ery fide and thn a ten the tranquillity 

" of your native country. But vhatcver happen, do 

" you faithfully honour and ob.ey your prince, and ad· 

" here to the c·own. I charge you never to forf<1ke the 

" crown, though it £ho "d hang upon a bufh." " Thefe 

" lafi: words," added Winclham, " made fuch impref

" fions on all o~r breafrs, th2.t t 1c m<my afHietions of 

" thefe fad times coulJ never efface th~ir ind rule cha

" raeters." From innumerable in{hnces it appears how 

deep rooted in the min s of the Engli!h gentry of that 

acre was the princip.e of loyalty to their fovereign ; that 
;-;, 

noble and generous principle, inferior only in excellence 

to he more enlarged and more inli_;'1t ned afFcEl:icn to-
O 4 war

1
s 
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c H A ,P. wards a legal conititution. But during thofe times of 
~~ military ufurpation, thefe paffions were the fame. 

1
651. THE king continued fe\·eral days in Windham's houfe; 

and all his friends in Britain and in every part of Europe, 
remained in the mofr anxious fufpence with regard to his 
fortune : )~ o one could conjecture whether he was dead or 
alive; and the report of his death, being generally be-

· lieved, happily relaxed the vigilant fearch of his enemies. 
T'rials were made to procure a veffel for l1is efcape; but 
he frill met with difappointments. Having left Wind:
ham's houfe, he was obliged again to return to it. He 
paffed thro~gh many other adventures; affumed different 
difguifes ; in every ftep was cxpofed to imminent perils ~ 
and received daily proofs of uncorrupted :fidelity and at
tachment. The fagacity of a fi~1ith, who remarked, 
that h!s horfe's lhoes had been made in the north, not in 
the weft, as he pretended, once detected him ; and he 
~arrowly efcapcd. At Shoreham in Suffex a veffel was 
at laft found, in which he embarked. He had been 
known to fo many, that if he had not fet fail in that 
critical moment, it had been impo.ffible for him to efcape. 
After one and forty days concealment, he arrived fafely 
at Fefcamp in Normandy. No lefs than forty men apd 

women had at different times been privy to his conceal':' 
ment and efcape b. 

THE battle of W orcefter afforded Cromwel what he 
called his crowning mercy c. So elated was he, that h~ 
intended to have knighted in the :field two of his generals? 
Lambert and flectwood; but was diffwaded by his friends 
from exerting this act of regal authority. His power and 
ambition were too great to brook fubmiffion to the empty 
name of a republic, which fl:ood chiefly by his influence~ 
and was fupported by his viCtories. How early l~c e~ter-

c Pad. Hilt. vol, xx, P• 47• 

tained 
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tained thoughts of taking into his hand the reins of~ H A P. 
. . . W 1 _Jr. d LX. government IS uncertam. e are on y e:w1ure , that he ~ 

now difcovered to his iptimate friends thefe afpiring ~~sr. · 
views ; and ~yen expreffed a defire of affuming the rank 
of king, which he h~d qmtrib~ted, with fuch feemi~g 
zeal, to abolifh d. 

THE little popularity and credit, acquired by the repub- The cam• • 

1. r h 11.· 1 d h b" . f h" . . monwealtltf 1cans, 1art er n1mu ate t e am 1t10n o t IS enterpnzmg 
politician. Thefe men h:ad not that large thougl1t, nor 
thofe comprehenfive views, w4ich might qualify them for 
?,-cting the part of legiflators : Selfifh aims and bigotry 
chiefly engroffed their attention. They carried their rigid 
?lufterity fo far as to enact laws, declaring fornication, 
after the firft act, to be felony, without benefit of clergy e. , 

They made fmall progrefs in that important work, which 
they profeffed to have fo much at heart, the .fettling of a 
pew mo~el of reprefentation, and fixing a pl~n of govern-
Jllent. The nation began to apprehend, that they: in~ 
tended to eftabJi!h themfelves as a perpetual legi!latun; 

~n4 to confine the whole power to 6o or 70 perfons, who 
call~d themfelves the parliament of the commonwealth of 

England. An~ while they; pretended to befi:ow new-

~iberties upon the nation, they found themfelves obliged 
to infringe even the m9ft valuable of thofe, which) 
through time immemorial, had been tranfmitted from. 

their anceflors. Not daring to entrufi the trials of trcafon 

to juries, who, being chofen indifferently from among 

the people, would have been little fa.vourable to the 
commonwealth, and would have formed their verdiCt 
upon the ancient laws, they eluded that noble infiitution, 
py whicl"l the government of this i!land has ever been fo 
much diflinguifhed. They had feen evidently in the trial 

d 'Vhitlocke, p. 523, e Scobel, p. xzr. A bill was introduced 

hto the houfe againft painting", patches, and other immodefi drefa of women; 

~~t i~ ~i~ not pafs Parl~ Hift, vol, xix, P• ~63. 
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r. H A P. of Lilburn wh::-.t they could expect from juries. This 
LX. 

man, the mofl: tu rbulent, but the mofi: upright and cou-

165l• rageous of human kind~ was tried for a tranfgreffion of 

the new fl:atute of ·treafons : But though he was plainly 

guilty, he was acquitted, to the great jox of the people! 

'\Vefiminfi:er-hall, nay the whole citj, . rang with fhouts 

and acclamations. N ever did any eilabliihed power re

ceive fo firong a dc.claration of its ufurpation and in
validity; and from no inilitution, befices the admi~·able 

one of juries, could b~ expected this magnanimous ef
fort. 

THAT they might not for the future be expofed tq 

affronts, which fo much leffened their autho~·ity, the 

parliament erected a high court of jufticc, which vvas to 

receive indictments from the council of :fl:ate. This court 

;was compofcd entirely of men, devoted to the ruling 

.party, without name or charatler, determ!nccl to facrifice 

every thing to their own fafety or ambit: n. C?lonel 

Eufebius ~ ... ndrews, and colonel '.Valter Slingfoy were 

tried by this court for confpiracies, and condemned to 

death. They were royalifi:s, and refufcd to plead before; 

fo illegal a jurifditl:ion. Lqve, Gibbons, artd othe~ 

p eibyterians, having entered into a plot againfr the re_ 

public, were alfo tried, condemned, and executed. The 

earl of Derby, Sir Timothy FetherH:one·, Bemboe, being 
taken prifoners after the battle of \Vorcefter, were put to 

death by fentence of a court martial : A method of p!·o

ceeding declared illegal by that very petition of right, for 

w. ich a former parliament had fo fi:reuuoufly contended 

and whic~, after great efto~ts, they had extorted from 

the king. 

' ExcEPTING their principles of tol~ration, the maxims, 

by which tl e republicans regulated ecclefiafl:ical affairs, 

no more 1 rognofiicatcd any du~able fettlement, than thofe 

by which they conduct d their civil cone rns. The 
pretby-
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rc!byterian model of congregations, claffes, and affem- C H A P. 

blics was not allowed to be .finiilied : It feemed even the LX. 

intention of many leaders in the parliament to admit of 

no cftabli!hed church, and to leave every one, without 

any guidanc~ of the magiftrate, to embrace wl1atever feel, 

and to fupport wh~tever clergy, were moft agreeable to 

him. 

THE parlian ent went fo far as to make fome ap .. 

proaches, in one province, to the'r independent model. 

Almofl: all the clergy of "\Vales being ejected as malig

nants, itinerant preachers with fmall faJ ries were f~ttled, 

not above four or five in each county; and thefe, bein.P" 

furnilhed with horfes at the public expence, hurried from 

place to place, and carried, as they expreffed themfelves, 

the glad tidings of the gofpel r. They were all of them 

men of the loweft birth add education, who had deferted 

mechanical trades, in order to follow this new profeffion: 

And in this particular, as well as in their wandering lifi·, 
they pretended to be more truly apoftolical. 

TnE republicans, both by the turn of their difpofition, 

and by the nature of the inftruments, which they em

ployed, were better qualified for acts of force and vigour 

than for the flow and deliberate work of lcgiflation. 

Notwithfhmding the late wars and bloodfhed, and the 

prefent factions, the power of England had never, in 

any period, appeared fo formidable to the ncighbot:.ring 

kingdoms as at' th · s time, in the hands of the common

wealth . . A numerous army ferved equally to retain every 

one in implicit fubjcction to efiabliilied authority, and to 

:!hike a terror .into foreign nations. The pO\ver of peace 

and war v;as lodged in the fame hands with that of im
pofing taxes ; and no difference of viev:s, a nong the 

feveral members of the legiflature, could any Ion er be 

~pprehended. rrhe prefent impofitions, though much 

Dr. John Walker's attempt, P• r47, & feq, 
fupcriol' 
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C H A 1'. {uperior to what bad ever formerly been experienced, were 
.~ jn reality moderate, an-d what a nation, fo opulent, could 
. J{lp. £afily bear. The military genius of the people had, by 

the civil con~efi:s, pee~ rouzed from its former lethargy; 
and excellent officers were formed in every branch of fer
:vice~ The confufion, into which all things had bee_q. 
thrown, had given opportunity to men of low ~ations to 
break through their obfcur1ty, and to raife themfelves by 
thei;f courage to commands, which they were well quali
fied to exercife, but to which their bird~ could f!ever have 
.entitled them. And while fo great a power was lodged in 
fuch aCl:ive hands, no wonde~ the republic was fuccefsful 
in all its enterprizes. 

BLAKE, .a man of great courage and a generous clif
pofition, the fame pcrfon who had defended Lyme and 
Taunton with fuch unfhaken obfiinacy againft the king, 
was made an admiral; and though he had hitherto been 
~ccufiomed only to land fervice, into which too he had 
not entered till pafi: fifty years of age, he foon raifed the 
;naval glory of the nation to a greater height than it had 
t:ver attained in any former period. A fleet was put under 
his command, and he received orders to purfue prince 

upert, to whom the king had entrufi:ed that fquadron, 
which had deferted to him. Rupert took fhelter in Kin
fale ; and efcaping thence, Red towards tqe coa:fl: of Por
tugal. Blake purfued, and chafed him into the Tagus, 
where he intended to make an attack upon him. But the 
king of Portugal, moved by the favour, which, through
out all Europe, attended the royal caufe, rcfufcd Blake 
admittance, and aided prince Rupert in making his efcape. 
To be revenged of this partiality, the Engliili admiral 
made prize of twenty Portuguefe fuips richly laden; and 
he threatened frill farther vengeance. The king of Por
tugal, dreading fo dangerous a foe to his newly acquired 
dominio~ a1_1d fenfible of the unequal contcfr, in which 

he 
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he was eng-aged, made all poffible fubmiffions to the C H A P. 

haughty republic, and was at laft admitted to negotiate ~ 
the renewal of his alliance with England. Prince Rupert, 1651• · 

having loft a great part of his fquadron on the coaft of 

Spain, made fail towards the Weft-Indies. His brother, 
prince Maurice, was there ffiip-wrecked in a hurricane. 

Every where, this fquadron fubfifted by privateering, 
fometimes on Engli!h, fometimes on Spani!h veffels. 
And Rupert at lafr returned to France, where he dif.-
pofed of the remnants of his fleet, together with his 

prizes. 

ALL the fettlements in America, except New Eng~ 
land, which had been planted entirely by the puritans, 
adhered to the royal party, even after the fcttlement of 

the republic; and Sir George Ayfcue was fcnt with a 
fquadron to reduce them to obedience. Bermudas, An
tigua, Virginia were foon fubdued. Barbadoes, corn• 
manded by Jord Willoughby of Parham, made fome re-. 
Jifi:ance; but was at laft obliged to fubmit. 

WITH equal eafe were Jerfey, Guernfcy, Scilly, and 
the ific of Ma~ brought under fubjeCt:ion to the repub
lic; and the fea, which had been much infefted by pri
vateers from thefe iflands, was rendered fafe to the Englifh 
ccrmmcrcc. The countefs of Derby defended the ifie of 
Man ; an~ with great rel uaance yi.elded to the neceffity 
cf furrend~ring to the enemy. This lady, a daughter of 
the illu:fi:rious houfe of Trimoille in France, had, during 
the civil wars, difplayed a manly courage by her obfti
nate defence of Latham-Houfe againft the parliamentary 
forces ; and fhe retained the glory of being the lafi: per
fon in the three kingdoms and in all their dependant 
dominions, who fubmitted to the viCl:oriou.s common-

ealth g, 

t s~e note [H] at the end of the volum • 

I;RELANP 
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~ ii A P. · IRELAND and Scotland wete now entirely fuhjc&cd and 
~ reduced to tranquillity. Ireton, the ne~ deputy of Ire-

t6sx. land, commanding a numerous atmy of 3o,ooo men; 
profccuted the work of fubduing the revolted Irith; and 
he defeated them in many rencounters, which, though in 
themfelves of no great mom~nt, P,roved fatal to their 
cledining · caufe. He punifhcd without mercy .all the 
prifoners who had any hand in ~he maffacres. Sir Phelim 
Oneale, among the re.ft, was, fome time after, brought 
to the gibbet, and fuffcrcd an jgnominious death, which 
he had fo well merited by his inhuman cruelties. Lime-

• ric, a confiderable town, flill remained in the hands ot 
the Irilh; and Ireton, after a vigorous fiege, made him
felf mafter of it. He was here infeCted with the pla'guc, 
and fhortly after died; a memorible perfonage, much 
t:elebrated for his vigilance, induftry, capacity, even for 
the frriCl: execution of juftice in that unlimited command, 
which he poffeffed in Ireland. He was obferved to be 
Inflexible in all his purpofes; and it was believed by 
many, that he was animated with a fincere and paffionate 
love for liberty, and never could have been induced by 
any motive., to fubmit to the fmalleft appearance of regal 
government. Cromwel appeared to be much affected by 
his death; and the republicans, who repofed great con"" 
fidence in him, were inconfoleable. To fhow their regard 
for his merit and fervices, they bdtowed an db.te of two 
thoufand pounds a year on his family, and honoured him 
with a magnificent funeral at the public charge. Though 
the eftablilhed government was but the mere Jhadow of a 
commonwealth, yet was it beginning by proper arts to 
encourage that public fpirit, which no other fpecies of 
civil 1,oli ty is ever able fully to ini}Jire. 

THE command of the army in Ireland devolved ori 
lieutenant-general Ludlow. The civil government of the 

i!land was entrufted to commiffion:ers, Ludlow continued 

to 
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to pulh the advantages againfl: the Irifh, and every where c H A P: 

obtained an eafy victory. rrhat unhappy people, dif-~~ 
gufi:ed with the king on account of thofe violent decla- 1651,. 

rations againft them and their religion, which had been 

extorted by the Scots, applied to the king of Spain, to 

the duke of Lorraine; and found a:ffifhnce no where. 

Clanricarde, unable to refifi: the 1 revailit g power., made 

fubmiffions to the parliament, and retired into England, 

where he foon after died. He was a fl:cady catholic; but 

a ma 1 much refpected by all parties. . 

• rrHE fucccfles, which attendea'l\1onk in Scotland, 

were no lefs dcci ivc. 1'hat able general Lid fi be to 

Stirling cafrle; and th;ugh it was veU provided for de 

fence, it was foon fur-rendered to hiin. He there became 

mafier of all the records of tl e ki 1gU m ;. and he fen 

thern to Engb:1d •. The earl of Le\·en, the earl of C ·a ? ... 

ford, lord O~ih·y, and other noblemen, .having me"" n~ar 

~ erth, in orJ r t conceF!: meafures f ;: rai:fing a new 

army, were fuddcnly fit upon y colonel Alured, and 

mofr of them taken prifoncrs. Sir Philip Mufgrave, 

ith fome Scots, ing engaged at umfries in a like 

enterprize, met with like fate. Dundee was a to\ 'n 
well fortified, fupplied with a good gnrrifon under Lumif

( en~ and full of ali the ricli furniture, tlw..pla~e, and moner 

f tne kingdom, which had been fcnt thither as to a 

pbce of fafcty. Monk appc:1rc bcfo:-e it; and having 

made a b e<tch, gave a general affault. He car ·ied the 
town; and following the example and infl:ruB:ions cf 

CromweJ, put all the inhabitants to the fword, in orde.t 

to ihike a general terror into the kingdom. \Varned L y 
this example, Aberdeen, St. Andrews, Invcrnefs, rnd 

t 1er towns and forts yielclecJ, of their O'vVH accord, to 

the enemy. ArgyJe made his fub_miffions to the Engliih 

commonwealth; ana excepting a few royalifist.' who re
mai eJ fome time in the mountain", uw.lcr the earl of 

Glencairn, 
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c H A P. Glencairn; lord Balcarras, and general Tvliddleton, that 
~ kingdom, which had hitherto, through all ages, by means 

1651. of its fituation; poverty, and valour, maintained its in• 
dependance, was reduced to total fubjcCl:ion; 

THE Engliili parliament fent Sir Harry Vane, St. 
John, and other commiffioners to fettle Scotland. Thefo 
men, who poffeffcd little of the real fpirit of liberty; 
knew how to maintain the appearances of it; and they 
required the voluntary confent of all the counties and 
towns of this conquered 'kingdom, before they would 
unite them into the fame commonwealth with England, 
'I'he clergy protefted ; becaufe, they faid, this incorpo- ., 
rating union would draw along with it a fubordination of 
the church to the ftate in the things of Chrift h, Eng .. 
li{h judges, joined to fame Scotch, were appointed to 
determine all caufes; juftice was ftriCl:ly- executed; orde~ 
and peace maintained ; and the Scots, freed from the 
tyranny of the ecclefiaftics, were not much diffatisfied 
with the prefent government i, The prudent conduCl: of 
Monk, a man who poffeffed a good capacity for the arts 
both of peace and war, ferved much to reconcile the 
minds of men, and to allay their prejudices, 

t652. BY the tetal reduCl:ion and pacification of the Britiih 
Dutth war, dominions, the parliament had leifure to look abroad; 

and to exert their vigour in foreign enterprizes. The 
Dutch were the firft that felt the wejght of their arms. 

DuRING the life of Frederic Henry, prince of Orange, 
the Dutch republic had maintained a neutrality in the civil 
wars of England, and had never interpofed, except by her 
good offices, between the contending parties. When William, 
who had married anEnglilh princefs,fucceedcd to his father'~ 
commands and authority k, the ft~tes, both before and after 

h Whitlocke, P• 496. Heathe's chronicle: P• 307. 
j See Note (IJ at rhc end of the volume. Jc. 1647• 
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tl1e execution of the late king, -vvcrc accufed of taking frcps c H A P. 

inore fav<;mrable to the royal .caufe, and of betrayi ng a ~ 
~reat prejudice againfl that of the parliament. It was 1652. 

long before the envoy of the Engli!h commonwealth 
could ob~ain an audience. of the frates g"'hera1. The 

murderers of Doriflaus were not purfued with fuch vigour 
2s the parliament expeCted. Arid much regard had been 

payed to the king, and many good offices performed to 
bim, both by the public; and by men of all r<1nks, in the 
united provinces. 

AFTER the death of \Villiam, prince of Orange', 

which was attended with the deprefilon of his party and 
the triumph of the republicans, the parliament thought, 

that the time was now favourable for cementing a clofer 

confederacy with the fl:ates. St. John, chief jufl:icc, 

who was fent over to tlie Hague, had entertained the idea 
of forming a kind of coalition bet"veen the two repub

lics, which would have rendered their interefl:s totally 
infeparable; but fearing that fo extraordinary a projetl: 
would not be reliilied, h~ contented himfelf w ith drop
ping fome hints of it, and openly went no farther than 
to propofe a :fhiCl:: defcnfive alliance bct\\'cen England and 
the united provinces, fuch as has hO\V, for near feventy 

years, taken place between thefe frieni:lly powers .n. But 
the :fl:ates, who were unwilling to form a nearer confede

racy with a government, v.hofe mcafures were fo ob 
noxious, and whofe fituation fcemcd fo prcc2'"ious, oft"ered 
only to renew the tormer alliances with Ent;~ ~ nd. And 
the haughty St. John, difguil:ed \vith this d i f~lppointmcn~, 

as well as incenfed at many affronts, which had been 
offered him with impunity, by the retainers of the Pab.

tlne and Orange flmilies, and indeer! by the populace ia 
general, returned into England, and endeavoured to ex

cite a quarrel bct'vvcen the tvYO republics. 

I 1n Ottobtr 17, 165o. m Thurloe, vol.;. ?• 182. 

Voi~. VII. p 
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c H ~ p, THE movements of great fl:ates are often direCl:ed by as 

~~~ flcndcr fprings as thofe of individuals. Though war with· 
165!, fo confiderable a naval power as the Dutch, who were in 

peace with all their other neighbours, might feem dan
gerous to the yet unfcttled commonwealth, there were 

feveral motives, which at this time induced the Englifu· 

parliament to embrace ho!lilc meafurcs. Many of the 
members thought, that a foreign war would ferve as a 

pretence for continuing the fame parliament, and delay

ing the new model of a reprefentative, with which the 
nation had fo long been flattered. Others hoped, that 
the war would furnilh a reafon for maintaining, fome 

time longer, that numerous fl:anding army, which was fo 

much complained of n. On the other hand, fome, who

dreaded the encreafi.ng power of Cromwel, expeCl:ed, that 
. the great expence of naval armaments would prove a 

motive for diminilhing the military eftablifhment. To

divert the attention of the public from domefiic quarrels 
towards foreign tranfaB:ions, feemed, in the prefent dif

pofi;:ion of men's minds, to be good policy. The fuperior 

power of the Englifh commonwealth, together with its 

adv:.ntages of fi.tuation, promifed fuccefs; and the par

li:'!.mentary leaders hoped to gain many rich prizes from 
the Dutch, to difirefs and fi.nk their Rourifhing com
l1~ '::ce, and by viCtories to throw a lufrre on their own 
eH:abliihmcnt, which was fo new and unpopular. All 
thcfe viev.·s, enforced by the violent fpirit of St. John,. 
who had great influence over Cromwel, determined the 

tnrliam::nt to change the propofed alliance into a furious 

w ~· againil: the united provinces. 

T'o cover thefe hofiile intentions, the parliament,. 
urder pretence of providing for the interefis of commerce, 

n .Ve are told in the life of Sir Harry Vane, that that famous re~ublican 

onofcd the Dutch war, and \hat it wa:t the military sentl'emen chiefly who 
iuprillled that meafure, 

l cm~raced 



THE COMMONWEALTH. ?.t t 
Cl 

mbraced fuch meafures as, they knew, would give dif- C H A P. 

gull: to the Hates. They framed the famous act of navi-~ 
gation; which prohibited all nations from importing into 16st• 

England in their bottoms any commodity, which was 

not the growth and manufacture of their own country. 

By this law, though the terms, in which it was con-

ceived, were general, the Dutch were principally affected; 

becaufe their country produces few commodities, and 

they fubfifr chiefly by being the general carriers and fac-

tors of the world. Letters of reprizal were granted to 

feveral merchants, who complainc·d of injuries, whichj 

as they pretended; they had received from the fintes; and 

above eighty Dutch !hips fell into their hands, and w .. re 

made prizes. The cruelties practifed on the Engiilh at 

Amboyna, which were certainly enormous, but which 

feemed to be buried in oblivion by a thirty years' filence; 

W'"'re again made the ground of complaint. And the 

allowing of the murderers of Dorinaus to efcapc, and the 

conniving at the infults to which St. John had been cx-
pofed, were reprcfented as fymptoms of an unfriendly, it 
not a hoHile, difpofition in the !tates. 

THE Hates, alarmed at all thefe Heps, fcnt orders to 

their ambalfadors to endea\'our the renewal of the treaty 

of alliance, which had been broken off by the abrupt 

departure of St. John. Not to be unprepared, they 

equipped a Beet of a hundred and fifty i~til, and too!' 

care, by their miniH:ers a~ London, to inform the c oun.

cil of fiate of that armament. T'his intelligence, infrcad 

of {hiking terror into the Et~gliHl republic, w::1s con

:fidercd as a men::!ce, and far~her coniirmed th~ pa~ 1iamcnt 

in their ~wfrile refolutions. 'I'he minds of rr.cn, in bot1 

fb.tes, were, every day, more and n~ore irritated againft 

each other; and it 1vas not Jono- before thefc humours 
brnkc forth into action. 

p 2 
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C ~X~ p~ TRoMP, an admiral of great renown, received from 

'V"V""'J the ftates the command of a fleet of forty-two fail, in 
165Z• order to protect the Dutch navigation againft the priva

teers of the Englifh. He was forced by ftrefs of weather, 

as he alledged, to take ilielter in the road of Dover., 
where he! met with Blake, who commanded an Englifh 
·fleet much inferior in number. vVho was the aggreifor 

in the action, which enfued between the(e two admiral~, 
both of them men ·of fuch prompt and fiery difpofltions, 
lt is not eafy to determine ; fince each of them fent to his 

own ftate a relation totally oppofite in all its circumfiancci; 

to that of the other, and yet fupported by the teil:imony 
of every captain in his fleet; Blake pretended, that, 

having given a fignal to the Dutch admiral to ftrike1 
Tromp, inftead of complying, fired a broad-fide at him. 

Tromp aiferted, that he was preparing to ftrike, and the 
Englifh admiral, ncvetthelefs, began hoftilities. It i~ 

certain, that the admiralty of Holland, who are difiinB: 

from the council of :fl:ate, had given Tromp no orders to 

firikc, but had left him to his own difcretion, with regard 

to that vain, but much contefted ceremonial. They 
fecmed willing to introduce the claim of an equality with 

the neW commonwealth, and to interpret the former re-
1pect, payed the Englifh flag, as a deference due only to 

the monarchy. This circumfiance forms a il:rong pre
fumption :1gainfr the narrative of the Dutch admiral. 

'I'he whole Orange party, it muft be remarked, to which 

Tromp was fufpccted to adhere, were deflrous of a war 
with England. 

BLAKE, though h is fqu2dron confifi:ed only of fifteen 
vdlcls, re-inforced, after the battle began, by eight under 
captain Bourne, maintained the fight with bravery for 
five hours, and funk one iliip of the enemy, and took 
another. Night parted the combatants, and the Dutch 
fleet retired toy.,.·ards the coaft of Holland. T'he populace, 

of 
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of London were enraged, and would have infulted the c H A P. 
LX. 

Dutch ambaffadors, who lived at Chelfea, had not the 

council of fratc fent guards to protect them. 

WHEN the frates heard of this ati:ion, of which the 

confcquences were eafily forefcen, they were in the utmofr 

con£l:ernation. They immediately difpatched Paw, pen

fionary of Holland, as their ambaffador extraordinary to 
London, and ordered him to lay before the parliamer:.t the 

narrative, which Tromp had fent of the late rencounter. 

T'hey entreated them, by all the bands of their common 
religion, and common liberties, not to precipitate them
felves into hofiile meafures, but to appoint commiffioners, 

who fhould examine every circumfi:ance of the aCtion, 

and clear up the truth, which lay in obfcurity. And they 
pretended, that they hacl given no orders to their admiral 
to offer any violence to the Engliili, but would feverely 
punifh him, if they found upon enquiry, that he had 
been guilty of an aB:ion, which they fo much difapproved. 
The imperious parliament would hearken to none of 

thefe reafons or remonfrrances. Elated by the numerous 

fucceifes, which they had obtained over their domcfric 

enemies, they thought, that every thing mufr yield to 
their fortunate arms; and they gladly feized the oppor
tunity, which they fought, of making war upon the 
frates. They demanded, that, without any farther delay 
or enquiry, reparation iliould be made for all the damages, 
which the Engli{h had fuftained. And when thjs demand 
was not complied with, they difpatched orders for com

mencing war againfi the united provinces. 

BLAKE failed northwards with a numerous fleet, and 
fell upon the herring buffes, which were efcorted by 
twelve men of war. All thcfe he either took or difperfed. 

· Tromp followed him with a Reet of above a hundred fail. 

When thefe two admirals were within fight of each other, 
'}.nd preparing for battle, a furious fiorm att?.cked them. 

P 3 Blake 
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c H A P. Blakc took ihcltcr in the Englilh harbours. The Dutch 
~fleet was difperfcJ aud received great damage. 

J6a SrR GEoRGE AYscun, though he commanded only .I6tu Aug. 
forty !hips, acccn.ling to the Englifh accounts, eJJgaged 
n"'ar Plymcuth the famous de Ruiter, who had under him 

fifty £hips· of war, \vith thirty merchant-men, The 

Dutch {hips were indeed of inf~.:rior force to the Engli!b. 

De Ruiler, the only admiral in Europe, who has attained 
a renown equal to that of the greatefr general, defended 

himfelf fo we11l that Ayfcue gai~ed no advantage over 
.him. ·Night p2rted them in the grcateft heat of the 

aCtion. De Ruitcr next day failed o.lf with his convoy. 

'rhe Eng1ifn fleet had been fo fluttered in the fight, that 
it.was not able to purfue. 

~S~'!l Ocr. NEAR the co2.i1 of }(~nt, I31ake, fecondcd by Bourne 

~nd Pen, met a Dutch i(}uadron, nearly cqud in num
bers, commanded by de \Vitte and de Rui~er. A battle 

was fot ght much to the difadvantar:re of the Dutch. 
· Their rear-~~dmiral was boarded and taken. 'Two other 
yeffels were funk, and o~Je blown up. The Dutch next 
rlay . mad~ f..'lil tov1~rds Holland. 

'I~HE Englilh were not fo fucccfsful in the McJitcr
ranean. Van Galcn with much fupcr~~r force attacke~ 
·:1-ptain Badily, and defeated him. He bought, however, 

I is viCl:o~y with the lofs of his life. 

!::9tt r·:ov. SEA-F~GHTS arc feldorn fo deciftve as to difable the 

vanqe.iilied from making beau in a little time againfr tho 

v· B:ors. Tromp, feconded by de Ruiter, met near the 

Goodwins, with Blake, whofc fleet was inferior to the 

Butch, but who was refolved not to decline the combat. 
A furious battle commenced, where the admirals on both 

fides, as ;veH as the inferior officers and feamen, exerted 
. great brayery. In this atlion, the Dutch had the ad

vantage. Blake himfelf was wounded. The Garland 

and Bonaventure were taken. Two lhips were bur;1ed, 

· am\ 
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·and one funk; and night came opportunely to favc the C H f'· P. 

'Engliih fleet. After this viB:ory, Tromp in a bravado~ 
'fixed a broom to his main-mail:; as if he were refolved to 1652· 

.fweep the fea entirely of all Englifh veffels. 

GREAT preparations were made in England, in order 1653 · 

to wipe oif this difgrace. A gallant fleet of eighty fail 
was fitted out. Blake commanded, and Dean under 

him, together with Monk, who had been fent for from 
Scotland. When the Engliih lay off Portland, they de- xSth Feb. 

fcried near break of day a Dutch fleet of feventy-fix 

veffels, 'failing up the channel, along with a convoy of 
300 merchant-men, who had received orders to wait at 

the ifle of Rhe, till the fleet ihould arrive to e1corte them. 

Tromp, and, under him, de Ruitcr commanded the 

Dutch. This battle was the m oil: furious that h< d yet 

·been fought, between the£e warlike an·d rival nations. 

Three days was the combat continued with the utmoft 

rage and _obfrinacy; and Blake, who was victor, gained 

not more honour than Tromp, who was vanq ifh~d. 
The Dutch admiral made a fkilful retreat, and faved all 
the merchant :!hips, except thirty. He loi1: however 

eleven fhips of war, had 2000 men :flain, and near 1500 

taken .prifoners. The Englilh, though many of their 
,fuips were extremely {hattcred, had but ~ne funk. T'heir 

.thin were not much inferior in .numbers to thofe of the 

~nemy. 

ALL thefe fucceffcs of the Englifh were chie.Ry owing 
.to the fuperior fize of their velfels; an advantage which 

all the :{kill and bravery of the Dutch admirals CO!Jld not 
compenfate. By means of fhip-money, an impofition, 
which had been fo much complained of, and in fome 
refpeets with reafon, the late king had put the navy ;nto 

;t fituation, which it had never attained in any former 

e1gn; and he ventured to build !hips of a fize, which 
p 4 was 
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C H A P. was then unufual. But the misfortunes, which the 
LX. · 
~ Dutch met with in battle, were fmall in comparifon of 

x6s 3· thofe, which their t~~de fufrai11ed from the Englifh:. 

bill'olution 
of the par
liament. 

Their wh::>lc c::>mmerce by the channel was cut off: Eve11: 
that to the Baltic was mqch infefted by Engli!h priva
teers. Their fiiberies were totally f!ffpencled. A great 
~umber of thei~ fr.~ips, above 16oo, h:td fallen into the 
hands of the enemy. And all this diftrefs they fuffered, 
not for any national intereft or neceility; but from vain 
p::>ints of honour and perfonal rcfentments, of which it 
was difficult to give a f<:tisfatl:ory account to th::! public. 
rrhcy rcfol vcd therefore to gratify the pride of the parlia
ment, and to make fomc advances towards a peace. 
'I'hcir receptio~, however, was not favourable; ~nd it 
was not without pleafure, that they learned the. diffolutio!l 
of that haughty affembly by the violence of Cromwel; 
an event from w~ich they expetl:ed a more profperou~ 
turn to their ~ffairs. . 

THE zealous republicans in the parliametlt had not 
been the chief or firfr promoters of the war; but when it 
was once entered upon, they endeavoured to draw fwm 

it every poffible advantage. On all occafions, they fct 
up the fleet in oppofition to the army, and celebrated the 
glory and fuccdfes of their nava) armaments. They in
fifl:ed on the intolerable expence, to whic~ the nation 
was fubjetl:ed, and urged the neceffity of diminiihing it 
by a reduction of the land for~es. They had ordered 
fome regiments to fcrve on board t~e fleet in the quality 
9f marines. And Cromwel,, by the whole train of their 
proceedings, evidently faw, that they had entertained a 
jealoqfy of his power and ambition, and were refolved to 
bring him to a fubordination under th~ir authority. 
Without fcruple or delay he refolved to prevent them. 

ON fuch firm foundations was built the credit of this 
CExtraordinary man, that, tho~gh a great mafrer of fraud 

and 
I 



THE COMMONWEALTH. 

and diffimulation, he judged it fuperfluous to employ C H A P,. 

any difguife in conducting that bold enterprize. He ~ 
fummoned a general council of officers; and immediately 165}· 

found, that they were difpofed to receive whatever im-

preffions he was plcafcd to give them. Moft of thc111 

were his creatures, had owed their advancement to his 

favour, and relied entirely upon him for their future pre· 

ferment. The breach being already made between th<! 

military and civil powers, when the late king was feize~ 

at Holdenby; the general officers regarded the parlia-

ment as at once their creature and their rival ; and 

thought, that they themfelves were entitled to £hare 

among them thofe offices and riches, of which its mem-

bers had fo long kept poffeffion. Harrifon, Rich, Over ... 

ton, and ~ few others, who retained fame principle, 

were guided by notions fo extravagant, that they were 

caf!ly deluded into meafures the mofr violent and mo~ 

criminal. And the whole army had already been guilty 

of fuch illegal and atrocious actions, that they could en-

tertain no farther fcruple with regard to any enterprize, 

which might ierve their fcl.fi.fh or fanatical purpofes. 

IN the council of officers it was prefently voted tQ 

frame a rcmonfi:rance to the parliament. After complain

ing of the arrears, due to the army, they there defired 

the parliament to reflect how many years they had fat, 

~nd what profcffions they had formerly made of their in

tentions to new model t e reprefentative, and efrablifu 

fucceffive parliaments, who might bear that burthen of 

n::~.tional affairs, from which they themfel ves would 

gladly, after fo much danger and fatigue, be at lafr re

lieved. They confdfed, that the p~rliament had atchieved 

great enterprizes, and had furmounted mighty difficul

ties; yet was ·t an injury, they faid, to the refr of the 

~ation to be excluded from bearing any part in the fervicc 

of their c.oun'iry. It W:!S uow full ti;ne for them to give 

5 ~l64ce 
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e H A P. place to others; and they therefore clei'ired them:> after 
LX. . 
~ fettling a cou!1cil, who m1ght execute the layvs rluring 

:r653.· the interval, to fummon a n~w parliament, and eftablifh 
that free and equal gover.nment, which they had fo long 
promifed to the people. 

THE parliament took this. remo!1ftrancc in i1l part, 
and made a fharp reply to the council of officers. The 
officers infifi:ed on their advice; and by mutual alterca- · 
tion and oppofition, the breach became ftiH wider b~ 

~hA1ni!. twcen the army and the commonwealth. Cromwel, 
finding matters ri1 e for his purpofe, called a council of 
officers, in order to come to 2.. determination with regard 
to the public fettlement. As he had here many friends, 
fo had he alfo fome opponents. Ha.rrifon having affured 
the council, that the general fought only to pave the way 
for the government of J efus and his faints, major Streater 
brifk1y replied:) that Jefus ought then to come quickly: 
¥or if he delayed it till aftef Chriftmas, he would come 
too late; he would find his place occupied. While the 
.officers were in debate, colonel Ingoldfoy informed Crom- • 
wel, that the parliament was fitting~ and had come to a 

refolution not to diffolve themfelves, but to fill up the 
1oufe by new eleClions ; and was at that very time en
~rJged in deliberations with regard to this expedient. 
Cromwel in a rage immediately haftened to the houfe, 
.and carried a body of 300 foldiers along with him. Some 
of them he placed at the door, forne in the lobby, fome 

· n the fiairs. .He :fuft addreifed himfelf to his friend St. 
if ohn, and told him, that he had .come with a purpofe of 
rloing what grieved him to the very fou4 and what he 
had earnefily with tears befought the Lord not to impofe 
upon him: But there was a neceffity:, in order to the 
glory of God and good of the nation. He f.'1t down for 
fome time, and heard the debates. He beckoned Harri
fon, and told him, that he now judged the parliament 

r·pe 
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··ipe for a diffolution. " Sir," faid Harrifon, " the c H A P. 

~' work is very great and dangerous : I de:fire you feri-~~ 
" oufly to confider, before you engage in it." " You 1653· 

" fay well," replie~ the general ; and thereupon fat :fiill 
a'uvut a quarter of an hour. When the queil:ion was 

ready to be put, he faid ag:tin to Harrifon, " T'his is the 

" time : I mufr do it." And fuddenly il:arting up, he 
loaded the parliament with the vilefl: reproaches, for their 

tyranny, ambition, oppreffion, and robbery of the public. 

Then ftamping with his foot, which was a fignal for the 

foldiers to enter, " For fhame," faid he to the parlia-

ment, " get you gone : Give place to honeil:cr men ; to 
" thofe who will more faithfully difcharge their truil:. 

" You arc no longer a parliament : I tell you, you an~ 
" no longer a parliament. The Lord has done with you: 

·" He has chofen other infiruments for carrying on his 

" work." Sir Harry V:ane exclaiming againfl: this pro
ceeding, he cried with a loud voice, " 0! Sir Harry 
'' Vane, Sir Harry Vane ! The Lord deliver me from 
" Sir Harry Vane !" Taking hold' of Martin by the 

· cloke, '' Thou art a whore mafrer," faid he. To an

other, " Thou art an adulterer." To a third, " Thou 

" art a drunkard and a glutton :" " And thou an extor
., tioner," to a fourth. He commanded a foldier to feize 
the mace. " What !hall we do with this bauble? Here 

" take it away. It is you," faid he, addre.ffing himfclf 

to the houfe, " that have forced me upon this. I have 
" fought the Lord night and day, that he would rather 
" flay me than put me upon this work." Having com
manded the foldiers to clear the hall, he himfelf went out 
the lafr, and ordering the doors to be locked, departed to 

his lodgings in Whitehall. 

IN this furious manner; which fo well denotes his ge

nuine charaaer, did Cromwe1, without the leafr oppofi
~ion, or even murmur, annihilate that famous affembly, 

whjck 
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C ~:. P. which had filled all Europe with the renown of its atl:ion,&, 
~and with afronifument at its crimes, and whofe corn,. 

1 653• mencement was not more ardently defired by the people 
than was its final difiolution. All parties now reaped 
fucceffively the melancholy plcafure of feeing the injuries, 
whi!:h they had fuffered, revenged on their enemies; and 
that: too by the fame arts, which had been pratl:ifed 

.againfr them. The king had, in fome inftances, frretched 
his prerogative beyond its jufi bounds; ;:md aided by thf! 
church, had well nigh put an end to all the liberties and 
privileges of the nation. 1~he pre!byterians checked the 
progr'-fs of the court and clergy, and excited, by cant 
_and hypocrify, the populace Erfi: to tumults, then to war, 
againfr the king, the peers, and all the royalifrs. No 
fooner had they reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than 
the independents, under the appearance of frill greater 
fanctity, infiigated the army againft them, and reduced 
them to fubjeB:ion. The independents, amidft their 
empty dreams of liberty, or rather of dominion, were 
opprcffcd by the rebellion of their own fervants, and 
found themfelves at once expofed to the infults of power 
and hatred of the people. By recent, as well as all an ... 
cient example, it was become evident, that illegal vio~ 
lence, with whatever pretences it may be covered, and 
whatever object it may purfue, muft inevitably end at 

laft in the arbitrary and defpotic government of a fi.ngk 
pcrfon. 
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Cr{)mwel's birth and private life-Barebone's par~ 

liament----Cromwel made protector---Peace with 

Holland--A 11ew parliament--Infurreflion of 

the royalifls--State of Europe--War with 

Spain--Jamaica c.tJnq_uered-Succefs and death 

of admiral Blake---Domeftic adminiflration of 

Cromwel--- Humble Petition and Advice--

Dun kirk taken--Sicknefs of the proteflor--His 

death--.l'bzd charafler. 

O LIVER CROMWEL, in whofe han<is _thec HA P. 

diffolution of the parliament had left the whole LXI. 

power, civil and military, of three kingdoms, was born~~ 
at Huntingdon, the laft year of the former century, of a ~~~~::~·s 
good family; though he himfelf, being the fon of a fe- private life. 

cond brother, inherited but a fmall efiate from his father. 

In the courfe of his education he had been fcnt to the 

univerfity; but his genius was found little fitted for the 

calm and elegant occupations of learning; and he made 
fmall proficiency in his frudies. He even threw himfelf 

into a diffolute and diforclerly courfe of life; a11d he con-
fumed, in gaming, drinking, debauchery, and country 
riots, the more early years of h1s youth, and diffipated 

part of his patrimony. All of a fudden, the fpirit of 

reformation feized him; he married, affected a grave and 

compofed behaviour, entered into a11 the zeal and rigour 

of the puritanical party, and offered to refiore to eyery 
one whatever fums he had formerly gained by gaming. 

The 
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c H A P. The fame ;chemence of temper, which had tranfported 
LXI. I r. d"Jl.• "fh d h" ~..........., him into the extremes of p eature, now anngm e 1s 
1 653• religious habits. His houfe was the refort of all the 

zealous clergy of the party; and his hofpitality, as well 
as his liberalities to the filenced and deprived minifrers, 
proved as chargeable as his former debaucheries. Though 
he had acquired a tolerable fortune by a maternal uncle, 
he found his affairs fo injured by his expences, that he 
was obljged to take a farm at St. Ives, and apply him
felf, for fome years, to agriculture as a profeffion. But 
this expedient ferved rather to involve him in farther 
debts and difficulties. The long prayers, which he faid 
to his family in the morning, and again in the afternoon, 
confl)med his own time and that of his ploughmen; and 
he referved no leifure for the care of his temporal affairs. 
His active mind, fuperior to the low occupations, to 
which he was condemned, preyed upon itfe]f; and he 
inJnlgcd his imagination in vifions, illuminations, reve
lations ; the great nourifhment of that h ypocondriacal 
temper, to which he was ever fubjetl:. Urged by his 
wants and his devotions, he had made a party with 
HambJen, his near kinfman, who was preffed only by 
the latter motive, to tranfport himfelf into New England, 
now become the retreat of the more zealous among the 
puritanical party; and it was an order of council, which 
obliged them to difembark and remain in England. The 
earl of Bedford, who poffefTcd a large efrate in the Fen 
Country, near the ifle of Ely, having undertaken to 
drain thefe mora!fes, was obliged to apply to the king; 
and by the powers of the prerogative, he got commif
i1oncrs appointed, who condutl:cd that work, and divided 
the new acquired land among the feveral proprietors. 
He met with oppofition from many, among whom Crom
wcl difringuiih~d himfelf i and this w~~ the firfr public 

opportUJ1i ty) 
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pportunity, which he had met with~ of difcovering the c H A P. 

fatlious zeal and obil:inacy of his ch:aratl:er. ~ 
FRoM a.ccide:1t~nd intri;·te he was chofen bythe town 

of Cambridge member of the long parliament. His clo

mefiic affairs were then in great diforder; and he feemed 

not to poffefs any talents~ which could qua.ify him to 

rife in that public fphere, into which he was now at lafr. 
entered. His pf>rfon was ungraceful, his drefs flovenly, 

his voice untuneabie, his elocution homely, tedious., ob
fcure, and embarrafif~d. 'The fervor of his fpirit fre .. 

qucntly prompted him to rife in the houfe; but Le was 

not heard with attention: His name, for above two 
years, is not to be found oftener than twice in any com

mittee; and thofe committees, into which he was admit

ted, were chofen for affairs, which would more intercfl: 
the zealots than the men of bufinefs. In comparifon of 
he eloquct t fpcakers and fine gentlemen of the i oufc, he 

was entirely overlooked; and his friend Hambden alone 
was acquainted with the depth of hjs genius, and foretold, 

that, if a civil war ilioul 1 nfue, he would foon rife to 
eminence 2.nd diilinB:ion. 

CROMWEL himfclf r.~ms to have been confcious where 
his ftrength lay; and partly from that motive, partly 

from the uncontrolabl fury of his zeal, he always joined 
that party, which pu!hed every thing to extremity ~gainfr: 
the king. ·He was ~ Etive in promoting the famous re

monfrrance, which as tl e fignal for all the enfuing 

commotions; and v,rh n, af r a long debate, it was car
ried by a fmall m ... jori y, he told lord F:dkland, that, if 

the quc.llion had been 1oft, he W:J.s rcfolvcd next day to 
have converted into rcacly money the remain of his .for
tune, and immediately to ha,·e left th~ kingdom. Nor 

was this refoh tion, he f.~i<i, pecu iar to himfelf: l\iiany 

others of his party e knew to bt: eguallr determined. 
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~ H A P. HE was no lefs than forty-three years of ao-e, when he: 

LXI. 0 
· 

~ firfr embraced the military profeffion; and by force of 
1 653· genius, without any mafter, he foon became an excellent 

officer; though perhaps he never reached the fame of a 
confummafie commander. He raifed a troop of horfe; 
nxed his quarters in Cambridge; exerted great feverity 
towards that imiverfity~ which zealoufly adhered to the 
royal party; and fhowed himfelf a man who would go ali 
lengths in favour of that caufe, which he had efpoufed. 
He would not allow his foldier~ to perplex their heads 
with thofe fubtilties, of fighting by the king's authority 
againfr his perfon, and of obeying his majcfry's orders 
11gnified by both houfes of parliament: He plainly told 
them, that, if he met the king in battle, he would fire a 
piftol in his face as readily as againft any other man~ 
His troop of horfe he foon augmented to a regiment ; 
and he firft inftituted that difciplinc and infpired that 
fpirit, which rendered the parliamentary armies in the 
end victorious. " Your troops," faid he to HambJen, 
according to his own accoun~ ·, " are moll: of them old 
" decayed ferving men anJ tapfi:ers, and fuch kind of 
~' fellows; the king's forces are cornpofed of gentlemen's 
" younger fon::> and perfons of good quality. And do 
" you think, that the mean fpirits of fuch bafe and low 
" fellows as ours will ever be able to encounter gen~lc
" men, that have honour and courage and refolution in 
" them? You muft get men of fpirit; and take it not 
le ill that I fay, of a f pirit,. that is likely to go as far as 
" gentlemen will go, or elfe I am fure you ·will frill be 
" beaten, as you have hitherto been, in every encoun
" ter." He did as he propofed. He inlifl:ed freeholdcrs' 
and farmers' fons. He carefully invited into his regiment 
•11 the zealous fanatics throughout England. When 

• Conference lleld .at White~ll. 

they 
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they were collected in a body, their enthufiafiic fpirit ftill C H A P. 

rofe to a higher pitch. Their colonel, from his own ~ 
natural character, as well as from policy, was fufficiently I6S3' . 

inclined to encreafe the flame. He preached, he prayed, 
he fought~ he puni£hed, he rewarded. The wild enthu-
fiafm, together with valour and difcipline, ftill propagated 
.itfelf; and all men cafr their eyes on fo pious ana fo fuc~ 

tefsful a leader. Frotn low commands he rofe with great 
rapidity to be really the firfr, though in appcaranae only 

the fecond, in the army. By fraud and violence, he foon 
rendered hirhfelf the firfr in the frate. In proportion to 
the encreafe of his authority, his talents feemed always to 
expand themfelves ; and he difplayed every day new abi-
lities, which had lain dormant, till the very emergence, 
by which they were called forth into action. All Eu-
rope flood afl:onifhed to fee a nation, fo turbulent and 
~unruly, who, for fome doubtful encroachments on their 
privileges, had dethroned and murdered an excellent 
prince, defcended from a long line of monarchs, now at 
lafl: fubdued and reduced to ilavery by one, who, a few 
years before, was no better than a private gentleman, 
whofe name was not known in the nation, and who was 
little regarded even in that low fphere, to whicli he had 

always been confined. 
THE indignation, entertained by the people, againfl: 

an authority; founded on fuch manifefl: ufurpation, was 
hot fo violent as might naturally be expetl:ed. Congra

tulatory addreffes, the firfl: of the kind, were made to 
Cromwel by the fleet, by the army, even by many of the 

chief corporations and counties of England; but efpecially 
by the feven.l congregations of faints, difperfed through

out the kingdom P. The royalifl:s, though they could 
not love the man, who had cmbrued his hands in the 

lood of their fovereign, expeCted more lenity from him 

p See Milton's St:\te Papen. 

Yoi.. VIIt! Q th:a,I1 
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c H A P than from the jea1ous and imperious republicans, who 
LXJ. . 1 r. d 

\...--.,---J had hitherto governed. The preiliytenans were p ea1e 
1

653· to fee thofe men, by whom they had been outwitted and 
expelled, now in their turn expelled and outwitted by 
·their own fervant; and they applauded him, for this laft 
aB: of violence upon the parliament. 1"'hcfe two parties 
compofcd the bulk of the nation, and kept the people in 
fome tolerable temper. All men, likewife, harraffed 
with wars and factions, were glad to fee any profpetl: of 
juftice and fettlement. And they deemed it lefs igno
minious to fubmit to a perfon of fuch admirable talents 
and capacity than to a few ignoble enthufiaftic hypocrites, 
"who, under the name of a republic, had reduced them to 
a cruel fubjcetion. 

THE republicans, being dethroned by Crcmwcl, were 
.the party whofe refentment he had the greatefr reafon to 
apprehend. That party, befiJes the independents, con
tained two fets of men, who are feemingly of the moft 
oppofite principles, but who were then united by a fimi
litude of genius and of character. The :firfl: and moft 
numerous were the millenarians, or fifth monarchy men, 
who infifled, that, dominion being founded in grace, all 
diflintl:ion of magifrracy mufl: be abolifhed, except what 
arofe from piety and holinefs; who expected fuddenly 
the fecond co~ing of Chrifl: upon earth ; and who pre
tended, that the faints in the mean while, that is, them
felvcs, were alone entitled to govern. The fecond were 
the deifl:s, who had no other objetl: than political liberty, 
who denied entirely the truth of revelation, and infinu
ated, that all the various frets, fo heated againfl: each 
other, were alike founded in folly and in error. Men of 
fuch daring geniufes were not contented with the efta
bli.lhed forms of civil government; but challenged a de
gree of freedom beyond what they expecred ever to enjoy 
~nder any monarchy. Martin, Challoner, Harrington, 

6 Sidney, 
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Sidney, Wild man, N evil, were efi:eemed the heads 
this fmall divifion. 

ofC HA P, 
LXI. 
~ 

THE deifrs were perfectly hated by Cromwel, becaufe 1651• 

he had no hold of enthufiaftn, by which he could govern 

or over-reach them ; he therefore treated them with great 
rigor and difdain, and ufually denominated them the hea-
tbens. As the millenarians had a great interefr in the 

army, it was much more important for him to gain their 

confidence; and their fize of underfi:and ing affordec,l him 

great facility in deceiving them. Of late years, it had _ 

been fo ufual a topic of converfation to difcourfe of par
liaments and councils and fenates, and the foldiers them ... 

felves had been fo much accufi:omed to enter into that 

f})irit, that Cromwel thought it requifite to efi:ablifu 

fomething which might bear the face of a commonwealth. 

He fuppofed, that God, in his providence, had thrown 

the whole right, as well as power; of government into 

his hands; and without any more ceremony; by the ad-
vice of his council of officers, he fent fummons to a hun-

dred and twenty-eight pedons of different towns and 

counties of En~land, to five of Scotland, to fix of Ire .. 

land. He pretended, by his foie aB: and deed, to devolve 

upon thefe men the whole authority of the fiate. This Bar~bon~'b 
·1 · 11 • h · r. d · fi~ parliament. eg1uat1ve power t ey were to exerc11e unng rteen 

months; and they were afterwards to choofe the fame 

number of perfons, who might fuccced them in that high 

and important office. 

THERE were great numbers at that time, always dif.

pofcd to adhere to arty power, which was uppermoft, and 

to fupport the eftabliihed government. 1.'his maxim is 

not peculiar to the people of that age ; but what may be 

efreemed peculiar to them, is, that there prevailed a hy

pocritical phrafe for expr~ffing fo prudential a conduct: 

It was called a waiting upon providence. When provi

dence, therefore, wa~ fo kind as to befiow on thefe men, 
Q.z now 
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c H A P. now affembled together, the fuprcme authority, they muft 
LXI. ] .f. . h . h h ..t ~ have been very ungratefu , 1 , m t err turn, t ey au. 
1 653. . been wantin<.r in complaifance towards her. They im-

4th July, 0 . • 

mediately voted themfelves a parlrament; and havmg 
their own confent, as well as that of Oliver Cromwel, 
for their legiflative authority, they now proceeded ver~
gravely to "the exercife of it. 

IN this notable affembly were fomc pcrfons of the rank 
of gentlemen; but the far greatefi: part were low me .. 
chanics ; fifth monarchy men, anabaptifrs, antinomians, 
independents; the very dregs of the fanatics. They be· 
gan with feeking God by prayer : This office was per .. 
formed by eight or ten gifted men of the afrembly; and 
with fo much fuccefs,. that, according to the confeffion 
of all, they had never before, in any of their devout ex
ercifes, enjoyed fo much of the holy fpirit as was then 
communicated to them q. Their hearts were, no,doubt,. 
Jilatcd when they confidered the high dignity, to which 
they fuppofed themfelves exalted. They had been told 

·by Cromwel- in his firfr difcourfe,. that he neveE looked. 
to fee fuch a day, when Chrifi: fhould be fo owned'· 

They 
llf Pari. Hift. vol. xx. p. t8:t. 

r Thefe :1re his expreffions, " Indeed, I ha:ve but one word more to (ay 

" to you, though in that perh:~ps I fhall ll10w my weaknefs: It is by wa'/1 
" of encouragement to you in this work ; give me leave to begin thus: I 

" confers I never looked to have feen fuch a day as this, it may be nor yoa· 
" neither, when Jefus Chrift thould he fo ow10ed ae he is at this day and in 
" this wor:c Jefus Ct:ill: is owned this day by your ca.ll, and you own hi~ 
" uy your willingnef, to appear for him, and you manifeft this (as fu aS: 

" pcor creatures can d·>) to be a a<~y of the power of Chrift. J know yot.l' 

" will rememher that !Criptu e, he m:J~es his people willing in the day of hit· 
H po'a.:er. God manifclb it to be thr: day of tbe power of Cbrift, havia~: 
'' thro' fo much blood and fo much tt yal ail has been upon this nation, he 

" makes this one of the gteatell: mercies, next to his awn fon, to have his 

c' people called to the fupreme ~uthority, God hath owned his fon, and 

'' hath owned you, and hath madl! you to own him. I confefs, I never 

" looked to hare: feen fuch a day: I did not.". I fup~;Qfe t t.his pa!lage he 

cr;ee ~ 
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They thought it, therefore, their duty to proceed to a C H A P. 
. LXI. 

thorough reformatiOn, and to pave the way for the reign ~ 
of the Redeemer, and for that great work, which, it was J6S3• 

expected, the Lord was to bring forth among them. All 
fanatics, being confecratcd by their own fond imagina-
tions, naturally bear an antipathy to the ecdefiafi:ics, 
who claim a peculiar fanctity, derived merely from their 

office and priefi:ly character. This parliament took into 
conficleration the abolition of the clerical funtl:ion, as fa-
vouring of popery ; and the taking away of tythes, which 
they called a re liB: of J udaifm. Learning alfo and the 
univerfities were deemed heatheniih and unneceffary: 
The common law was denominated a badge of the con

quefl: and of Norman flavery; and they threatened the 

lawyers with a total abrogation of their profeffion. Some 
fieps were even taken towards an abolition of the chan
cery s, the highefi: court of judicature in the kingdom; 

and the Mofaical law was intended to be dlabliilied as 
the foie fyfi:em of Engliili jurifprudence r. 

OF all the e)6traorclinary fchemes, adopted by thefe 
legiflators, they had not leifure to finifu any, except 
that which efi:ablilhed the legal foleq1nization of marriag.e 
by the civil magiftrate alone, without the intcrpofition of 
the clergy. They found themfel ves expo fed to the deri
:fion of the public. Among the fanatics of the houfe, 
there was an active member, much .poted for his long 
prayers, fermons, and harangues. He was a leather

feller in London: His name Praife-god Barebone. This 
ridiculous name, which feems to have been chofcn by 
fome poet or allegorifi: to fuit fo ridiculous a perfonage, 

cried: For he was very much given to weeping, and could at any time fued 

abundance of tears. The reft of the fpeech may be fecn among Milton'$ 

State Papers, page ro6. It is very curious, and full of rhe fame obfcurity, 

,;onfufion, embarrairment, and abfurdity, which appear in almoft all Oliver's 

produCl:ions. 

s Whitlocke, p. 543, 548. t Conference held at Whitehall. 

Q. 3 Struck 
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C H A P. :lhuck the fancy of the people ; and they commonly af ... 
LXI. fi · n· b' h d · · f B b ~ ~ xed to thts apem 1y ~ e enommatwn o arc ones 
~~Sl· parliament u. 

THE Dutch arnbafradors endeavoured to enter into ne:
gotiation .. <th t..Is parli:1ment; but though protefiants 
and even prefbyterians, they met with ;1 bad receptio~ 
from thofe wi o pretended to a fantl:ity fo ~uch fuperior. 
The Hollanders were regarded as worldly mmdc~ men, 
intent only on commerce a~d ir;du:G:ry; whom it wa~ 
fitting the ~aints iliou1d firfr extirpate, ere they under
took that t;reat work, to which ~hey believed tncmfelve.s 
defrined by providence, of fubduing Antichrifr, the man 
of fin, and ex~ending to the uttcrnwfi boun~s 9f the e(\rth 

u It was ufual for the pretendeJ faints ~t tl,1at time to change th~ir names 
from Henry, Edward, Anthony, WjJliam, \Vhich they regaul d as i;eathen
ilh, into others mor~ fanCl:ified and godly: Even the New Tdlamentnames, 

James, Andrew, Joh~, P-eter, were not held in fuch regard as thofe whic.h 
were borrowed fro~ the Old Tefiament, He~ekiah , Habl:akuk, Jofhu~, 
Zerobabcl. Sometimes a whole godly fentence was adopted as a name. Here 

:~re the na~es of a ~ury faid to b.e endofed in the county ot Su!fc:x abo~~ th~t 
time. 

Accepted, Trevor of Norfham. I Return, Spelman of Watling. 
Redeemed, Compton of Battle, Be Faithful, Join~r of Britli~g. 
Faint not, Hewit of Heathfieid. Fly Debate, Roher:s of the fame. 

Make Peace, Heat~n· of Hare. I Fight· }1c good Fight of Faith, White 
God Reward, Smart of Fiveh11rft. of Emer. 

Standfaflonf:{lsh,StringerofCrow-~ More Frqi!, Fowlerof:Eafl:Hadle)• 
hurfl:. Hope for, Bending of the fame. 

E. arth, A dams of vVarbleton. I Graceful, Harc1ing of Lewes. 
Called, L~wcr of the fame. W cep not, B1lling of the fame. 

Kili Sin, Pimple of Witha~, Meek, Brewer of Okeham, 

~~e Brcme'> Travels into England, p. 279 " Cro\nwel,'~ fays Clevebnd, 
~' bath beat up his drums clean through the Old T efiament. you n;ay ]ca~n 

"' the g~nealogy of our Saviour by then mes of his regiment. The mufier
~' mafrer has no · o~her lift, than the firft c,1apter oi St. Matthew." The 

~rother of this t'raife. god Bare bone had for name, If Cbrifl J:ad mt died for 
jou, you had been damne_d Barebone. But the people, tired of this long name, 

t'etained only the laft word~ and sare him col!lmonly th: appcll~tion of 
l;>amn'd Barcb,7Je, ,. ' 
. •• f!-.1 
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the kingdom of the Redeemer w. The ambaffadors, C H A P. 

finding themfelves profcribed, not as enemies of ;England, ~ 
but of Chrifr, remained in afionifhment, and knew not 1653• 

which was mofr to be admired, the implacable fpirit or 
egregious folly of thefe pretended fai:11ts. 

CRoMWEL began to be a!hamed of his legifiature. If 
he ever had any other defign in fummoning fo prepofterous 

an affembly beyond amufing the populace and the army; 

he had intended to alarm the clergy and lawyers ; and he 
had fo far fucceeded as to make them defire any other 
government, which might fecure their profc11ions, nov; 
brought in danger by thefe defperate fanatics. Cromwel 
himfclf was difE:ttisfed, that tl e parliament, though they 
had derived all their authority from him, began to pre-
tend power from the Lord X, and to infift already on their 
divine commi.ffion. He had been careful to fummon in 
his writs feveral perfons entirely devoted to him. By 
concert, thefe met early ; and it was mentioned by fome 
a.mong them, that the fitting of this parEament any 
longer would be of no fervice to the nation. They haf- uth of 

tened, therefore, to Cromwel, along with Roufc, their Decemb~. 
fpeaker; and by a formal deed or affignment, refrored into 
his hands that fupreme authority, which they had fo lately 
received from him. General Harrifon and about twenty 
more remained in the houfe; and that they might prevent 
the reign of the faints from coming to an untimely end, 
they placed one ~vi oyer in the chair, and began to dra V' 

up protefrs. They were foon interrupted by colonel 
\Vhite, with a party of foldicrs. !fe afked them wha~ · 
they did there. " \i\T e are feek~ng the Lorq," faid they. 
" Then you may go clfewhere," replied he: " For to 
" my certain knowledge, he has not been here thefc 

'' many years." · 

w Thurloe, vol. i. p. ~71, 591, Alfo Stubbe, P• 911 g::. 

x Thurloc, vol, i, P• 393• 
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C P <\ P. THE military being now, in appearance, as well as in ,:.xr. 
L--v--J 

1653• 

reality, the foie power which prevailed in the nation~ 
Cromwel thought fit to indulge a new fancy: For he 
feems not to have had any deliberate plan in all thefe 
alterations. Lambert, his creature, who, under the 
appearance of obfequioufnefs to him, indulg~d an un
bounded ambition, propofed in a council of officers tq 
adopt another fcheme of government, and to temper the 
liberty of a commonwealth by the authority of a fingle 
pcrfon, v>ho lhould be known hy the appellation of pro
tccror. \Vithout delay, l~c 1 !·cparcd what was called the 
infrrument of government, containing the plan of this 
ne'N lcgifiature; and as it was fuppofed ~o be agreeable to 
the general, it was immediately voted by the council of 
offisers. Cromwcl was declared protetl:o~; a~~d wit~ 
great folemnity initalled in t)~at high office. 

~rnm~vel 
tnade pro• 
~ell:or. 

So little were thefe men endowed with the fpirit or 
legil1ation, that they confeflcd, or rather boafl:cd, tha~ 
hey had employed only four days in drawing this inflru. 

ment, by which t 1c whole government of the t~rce king~ 
rloms was pretended to be regulated and adjufl:ed to all 
fuccceding generations. There appears ~o difficulty in 
beli~ving them; when it is confidcred how crude and 
undig"fl:ed a fyHem of civil polity they endeavoured t6 
f:fl:ablilh. T4e chief articles of the infl:rumcnt ar~ thcfe: 
A council was appointed, which was not to exceed twenty
one, nor be lefs than thirteen pcrfons. Thcfc were t~ 
enjoy their office during life or good behaviour; and in 
cafe of a vacancy, the remaining members named three, 
of whom the prot~ctor chofe one. The protetl:or wa~ 
appointed fupreme magifrrate of the c~mmonwcalth : In 
his name was all j ufricc to be adminifl:ere_d; from hi~ 
were all magifl:racy and honours derived; he had the 
power of pardoning all crimes, excepting murder and 
heafon; to him the benefit of all forfeitures devolved, 
, Tht 
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The right of peace, war, and alliance, refl:ed in him; C H A P. 
. r. . 1 h n_ • 1 b h d . LXI. but m the1c part1cu ars e was to a::[ ent1re y y t ea vtce ~ 

?1-nd with the confent of liis council. Tlie power of the x653. 

fword was vefied in the proteB:or, jointly with the par-
liament, while it was fitting, or with the council of fiatc 

in the intervals. He was obliged to fummon a parliament 

every three years, and allow them to fit five months, 

without adjournment, prorogation, or diffo1ution. The 

pills, which they paffea, were to be prefented to the 
proteqor for his confent; but if within twenty days it 

was not obtained, they w·cre to become laws by the au-
thority alone of parliament. A fianding army for Britain 

and Ireland was efi:ablifhcd, of 2o,ooo foot and Io,ooo 
horfe; and funds were affigned for their fupport. Thefe 
were not to he dimini!hed without confent of the pro-

teCtor; and in this a tide alone he affumed a negative. 

·During the intervals of parliament, the proteCtor and 
council had the power of enaCting laws, which were to 
be valid till the next-meeting of parliament. The chan-
~ellor, treafurer, admiral, chief governors of Ireland and 
Scotland, and the chief jufi:ices of both the benches mufr 
be chofen with the approbation of parliament; and in 
the intervals, with the approbation of the council, to be 
afterwards ratified by parliament. The protector was to 

enjoy his office during life; and on his death, the place 

was immediately to be fupplied by the council. This 
was the infirument of government enacred by the council 

9f officers, and 'folemnly fworn to by Oliver Cromwel. 
-:rhe council of fl:ate, named by the infi:rument, were 

~fteen; men entirely devoted to the proteCtor, and by 
reafon of the oppofition among themfelves in party and 

principles, not likely ever to combine againft him. 

CROMWEL faid, that he accepted the dignity of pro

' ·teClor, merely that he might exert the duty of a confl:able, 
and preferve peace in the nation. Affairs indeed were 
· brough~ 
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c H A P. brought to that pafs, by the furious animofitics of the 
LX£. . h r. h . d ~ feveral fachons, that t e extenuve aut onty an eve.q 
1651• arbitrary power of fome firfi magifi.rate was become a 

.neceffary evil, in orcler o keep the people from relapfing 
into blood and confufion. The independent:> ·were too 
fmall a party ever to efiablifu a popular goverpment, or 
entrufr the nation, where they had fo little interefr, :ovvith 
the free choice of its reprcfentatives.. The prefPyterians 
had adopted the violent maxims of perfecution ; incom
patible at all times with the peace of fociety, much more 
with the wild zeal of thofe numerous feB:s, which pre· 
vailed among the people. The royalifis were fo much 
enraged by the injuries, which they ~ad f4ffered, that th~ 
other prevailing parties would never ftibmit to them, who, 
~hey knew, were enabled, merely by the execution of the 
ancient laws, to take fevere vengeance upon them. Had 
Cromwel been guilty of no crime but this temporary 
pfurpation, the plea of neceffity and public good, which 
he alledged, !J1ight be allowed, in every view, a reafon ... 
able excufe for his conduct. 

DuRING the variety of ridiculous and diftratl:ed fcenes, 
;vhich the civil government prcfented in England, the 

military force was exerted with vigor, conduct, and una
nimity; and never did the kingdom appear more for
midable to all foreign nations: The Englifh fleet, con:
:fifting of a hundred fail, and commanded by Monk and 
Dean,· and under them by Pen and Laufon, met, near 
the coafi: of Flanders, with the Dutch fleet, equally nu
merous, and commanded by Tromp. The two republics 
were not inflamed by any national antipathy, and their 
interefi:s very little interfered: Yet few battles have been 
rlifputed with more fierce and obilinate CQurage than were 
thofe many naval combats, which were fougqt during this 
fuort, but violent war. The defire of remaining fole 
~ords of the ocean animated thefc ftates to an honourable 

emu .. 
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emulation againft each other. After a btattle of two c H A P9 

d.ays, in the firfr of which Dea~ was killed, the Putch, ~ 
inferiqr in the fize of their !hips, w~re obliged, wit 1 ~53• 

great lofs, to Fetire in;o their harbours. Blakc, toward~ 
~he end of the fighh joined his countrymen with r8 fail. 

The Engli~ fleet lay off the coaft of Holland, a1~d totally 

interrupted t~e commerce of that republic~ 

THE ambaffadors, whom the D tc~ ~ad fent over to 

England, gave them h~pes of peace. But as they coul9-
obtain no ceffation of hoftilities, the ftates, unwilling. t? 
fuffer any longer the lofs and di!honour of being blockade~ 
by their enemy, made ~he utmoft efforts to recover their 
injured honour. ~ever on any occafion did the power 
and vigor of that republic appear in a more confp:cuou.s 
light. In a few weeks, they had repaired and manned 

their fleet; and they equipped fome !hips of a larger iize, 
than any which they had hitherto fent to fea. ~'romp 

iffued out, determined again to fight the viCtors, and to 

~ic rather than to yield the conteft. He met with the 

enemy, commanded by Monk ; and both fides immedi-
ately ru!hed into the combat. Tromp, gallantly ani .. z9th Ju1.rs 

mating his men, with his fword drawn, was !hot through 
the heart with a mufquct ball. This event alone decided 

. he battle in favour of t1 e Englilh. Though near thirty 

ihips of the Dutch were funk and taken, they little re-

garded this lofs compared with t~at of ~heir brave ad-

miral. 
MEANWI-.liLE the negotiations of pea~e were continu

?!lly advancing The ftates, overwhelmed with the ex
pence of the war, terrified by their loffes, and mortified 

~y their defeats, were extremely defirous of an accommo

~ation with an en~my whom they fo\lnd, by experience, 
too powerful for them. The king having fhown an incli
• at ion to ferve en board their ~eet; ~hough they expreffed 
_heir fenfe of the honour intended them, they de.,.clined an 

~!fer~ 
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c H A P. offer, which might inflame the quarrel \Vith the E'ng1ifh LXI. ,. 
.....__._.-..,..~ commonwealth. rhe great obfi:acle to the peace was 

16
53· found not to be any animofity en the part of the Engliih; 

but on the contrary a defire too earnefl: of union and con
federacy. Cromwel had revived the chimerical fcheme 
of a coalition with the united provinces ; a total con
junction of government, privileges, interefls, and coun-

,654. cils. This project appeared fo wild to th~ ftates general, 
that tney wondered any- man of fenfe could ever entertain 

l5th A?ril, it; and they refufed to enter into conferences with regard 
to a propofal, which could ferve only to delay :my· prac

l'eace with ticable fcheme of accommodation. The peace was at Iafl: 
~olland, figned by Cromwel, now invefted with the dignity of pro

teCtor; and it proves fufficiently, that the war had been 
\'ery impolitic, fince, after the mofr fignal victories, no 
terms more advantageous could be obtained. A defen:five 
league was made between the two republics. 1--.hey 
agreed, each of them, to banifl1 the enemies of the other; 
thofe who had been concerned in the ma!facre of Am
boyna were to be puni{hed, if any remained alive ; the 
honour of the flag was yielded to the Engliih; eighty
five thoufand pounds were ftipulated to he paid by the 
Dutch Eafl: India company for loffes, which the Englifh 
company had fuftained; and tlie ifland of Polerone in the 
Eafi: Iridies was promifed to be ceded to the latter. 

CROMWEL, jealous of the connexions between the 
royal family and th~t of Orange, infified on a feparate 

· article; that neither the young prince nor any of his 
family 1hould ever be invefted with the dignity of H-ad
holder. The province of Holland, fi-rongly prejudiced 
againft that office, which they c:fteemed dangerous to 
liberty, fecretly ratified this ~rticle. The protector, 
knowing that the other provinces would never be induced 
to make fuch a conceffion, was fatisfied wit4 this fe ... 
curity. 
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THE Dutch war, beino· fuccefsful, and the neace rea- C H A P. 

d. oc l' cl . ·n_ • • A LXI. fonable, brought ere 1t to romwe sa mmw:ratwn. n ~ 
act of j ufiice, which he exercifed at home, gave likewife 165+ 

fatisfaCtion to the people; though the regularity of it 
may perhaps appear fomewhat doubtful. Don Pantaleon 
Sa, brother to the Portuguefe ambaffador, and joined with 
him in the fame commifiion Y, fancying himfelf to be in .. 
fulted, came upon the exchange, armed and attended by 
feveral fervants. By mifl:ake, he fell on a gentleman, 
whom he took for the perfon that had given him the 
offence; and having butchered him with many wounds, 
he and all his attendants took fhelter in the houfe of th~ 
Portuguefe ambaffador, who had connived at this bafe 
enterprize 7

• The populace furrounded the houfe, and 
threatened to fet it on fire. Cromwel fent a guard, who ~ 

je1zed all the criminals. They were brought to trial: 
And notwithfianding the oppofition of the ambaffador, 
who pleaded the privileges of his office, Don Pantaleon 
was executed on Tower-hill. The laws of nations were 
here plainly violated : But the crime committed by the 
I ortuguefe gentleman was to the Iafr degree atrocious;. 
;md the vigorous chafiifement of it,_ fuiting fo well the 
~l!ldaunted charaCter of Cromwel, was univerfally ap
proved of at home aiHl admired among foreign nations. 
'J. he fituation of Portugal obliged that court to acquiefce; 
;md the ambaffiHJo foon after figned with the proteCtor a. 
\reaty of peace and alliance, which was very advantage
~us to the Englifh comm rcc. 

ANOTHER aB: of feverity, but necelfary in his fitu
ation, was,. at the very fame time, exercifed by the pro
teCtor, in the capital punilhment of Gerard :md Vowel, 
two royalifts, who were accufed of confpiring againfr his 
life. He had erected a high court of j ufl:ice for their 
t~ial; an infringement of the ancient laws,. which at this 

Y Tburloe1 •~I. ii, p, 4zg, ;& lbid-: vol. i. p. 6x6. 

3 time 
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c H A P. time was btl!come familiar, but one to which no cufrom or 
~ precedent could reconcile the nation. Juries were found 

1654• altogether unmanageable. The reiHef~ Lilburn, for new 
offences, had been brought to a new trial; and had been 
acquitted with new triumph and exultation. If no other 
method of conviCtion had been devifed during this illegal 
and unpopular government, all its enemies were alfured 
of entire impunity. 

3d of Sep- THE protector had occafion to obferve the prejudtces 
~~~~:·par- entertained againfl: his government, by the difpofition of 
liament. the parliament, which he fummoned on the third of 

September, that day of the yeat, on which he gained his 
two great viCtories of Dunbar and Worcefre:, and which 
he always regarded as fortunate for him. It mu£1: be 
confefled, that, if we ate left to gather Cromwel's inten
tions from his infrrument of government, it is fuch a 
motley piece, that we cannot _ eafily conjecture, whether 
he ferioufly meant to efl:ablilh a tyranny or a republic. 
On one hand, a firfi: magifi:rate, in fo extenfive a govern .. 
ment, feemed requifite both for the dignity and tranquil
lity of the fi:ate; and the authority, which he afrumed as 
proteCtor, was, in fome refpeCl:s, inferior to the preroga• 
tives, which the laws entrufi:ed and frill entrufi: to the 
king. On the other hand, the legiflative power, which 
he referved to himfelf and council, together with fo great 
an army, independant of the parliament, were bad prog
nofrics of his intention to fubmit to a civil and legal con
fiitution. But if this was not his intention, the method, 
in which he difl:ributed and conducted the eleCl:ions, being 
fo favourable to liberty, form an inconfifi:ency which is 
not eafily accounted for. He deprived of their right of 
eleCl:ion all the fmall burroughs, places the mofr expofed 
to influence and corruption. Of 400 members, which 
reprefented England, 2 70 were chofen by the counties. 
The reft were eleC!ed by London, and the more confider-

able 
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nb1e corporations. The lower populace too, fo eafily C H A P. 

guided or deceived, were excluded from the elet:l:ions: ~ 
An efl:ate of 200 pounds value was requifite to entitle any 1651• 

one to a vote. The elet:l:ions of this parliament were 

conduCted with perfet:l: freedom; and, excepting that 
fuch of the royali:ll:s as had borne arms againfr the parlia-
ment and all their fons were excluded, a more fair rcpre-

fentation of the people could not be defired nor expeCted. 
Thirty members were returned from Scotland; as many 
from Ireland. 

THE protecror feems to have been difappointed, when 

he found, that all thefe precautions, which were pro

bably nothing but covers to his ambition, had not pro
cured him the confidence of the public. Though Crom

wcl's admini:ll:ration was lefs odious to every party than 

that of any other party, yet was it entirely acceptable to 

none. The royali:ll:s had been in:ll:rucreJ by the king to 
remain quiet, and to cover themfelvcs under the appear

ance of republicans; and they found in this latter fat:l:ion 
fuch inveterate hatred againfr the protector, that they 

could not wiili for more zealous aclverfaries to his autho

rity. It was maintained by them, ·that the pretence of 

liberty and popular elecrion was but a new artifice of this 
great deceiver, in order to lay afleep the delw.led nation, 

and give himfelf leifure to rivet their chains more fccurely 

upon them: That in the infrrument of government he 

openly declared his intention of ftill retaining the fame 

mercenary army, by whofe affi:ll:ance he had fubclued the 
ancient, e:ll:4bli£hed government, and who would with 
lefs fcruple 'obey him, in overturning, whenever he fhould 

pleafe to order them, that new fy:ll:em, which he himfelf 

had been pleafed to model : That being fenfible of the 

anger and uncertainty of all military government, he 
endeavoured to intermix fome appearance, and b:.1t ~n 

appearance, of civil adminiftration, and to balance the 
army 
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C H A P. army by a feeming confent of the people: That the 
LXI. 
~ abfurd trial, which he had made, of a parliament, elect-

J6S4• ed by himfelf, appointed perpetually to elect their fuccef

fors, plainly proved, that he aimed at nothing but tem

porary expedients, was totally av:erfe to a free republican 

government, and poffeffed not that mature and deliberate 

reflection, which could qualify him to act the part of a 
legiflator: That his imperious character, which had be

trayed itfelf in fo many incidents, could never ferioufly 

fubmit to legal limitations; nor would the very image of 

popular government be longer upheld than while con
formable to his arbitrary will and pleafure: And that the 

befi: policy was to oblige him to take off the ma!k at 

()nce; and either fubmit entirely to that parliament which 

he had fummoned, or by totally rejecting its authority~ 
leave himfelf no rcfource but his feditious and enthufiafiic 

army. 

IN profecution of thefe views, the parliament, having 

heard the protector's fpeech, three hours long a, and 

having chofen Lenthal f01· their fpeaker, immediately en• 

tered into a difcuffion of the pretended initrument of 

government, and of that authority, which Cromwel, 

under the title of protector, had affumed over the nation. 

The greateft liberty was ufed in arraigning this new dig
nity; and even the perfonal character and conduct of 

Cromwel efcapcd not without cenfure. The utmoft, 
which could be ·obtained by the officers and by the court 

party, for fo they were called, was to protract the de

bate by argument::J and long fpeeches, and prevent the 

decifion of a quefiion, which, they were fenfible, would 

be carried againfl: them by a great majority. The pro

tector, furpriied and enraged at this refractory fpirit in 

the parliament, \Vhich however he had fo much reafon to 

expett, fent for them to the p::tinted chamber, and with 



THE COMMONWEALTH. 

an air of great authority inveighed againfi: their conducl:. C H A P• 
I~r Id h . ' LXI. ~e to t em, that nothmg could be more abfurd than '-"v--J 

for them to difpute his title; fince the fame infrrument of t6.s4• 

government, which made them a parliament, had in-
vefl:ed him with the proteB:orihip; that fome points in 
the new confi:itution were fuppofed to be fundamentals, 
and were not, on any pretence, to be altered or difputed; 
that among thefe were the government of the nation by 
a fingle perfon and a parliament, their joint authority 
over the army and militia, the fucceffion of new parlia-
ments, and liberty of confcience; and that, with regard 
to thefe particulars, there was referved to him a negative 
voice, to which, in the other circumftances of govern-
ment, he confeffed himfelf no wife intitled. 

THE protector now found the neceffity of exaB:ing a 
fccurity, which, had he forefeen the fpirit of the houfe, 
he would with better grace have required at their fidl: 
meeting b. He obliged the members to fign a recognition 
of his authority, and an engagement not to propofe or 
confcnt to any alteration in the govcrn:nent, as it was 
fettled in a fingle perfon and a parliament; and he placed 
guards at the door of the houfe, who allowed none but 
fubfcribers to enter. Mofi: of the members, after fome 
he:Gtation, fubmitted to this condition; but retained the 
fame refractory fpirit, which they had difcovcred in their 
firfl: debates. The infhument of government \Vas taken 
in pieces, and examined, article by article, with the 
mofi: fcrupulous accuracy: Very free topics were zd
vanced with the general approbation of the houfe: And 
during the whole courfe of their proceeding!'.~, they neither 
fent up one bill to the proteCl:or, nor took any n<'tice of 
him. Being informed, that confpiracies were entered 
into between the members and fome malcontent officers; 
he hafrened to a diflolution of fo dangerous an aflembly" 

b T1JUrlo>1 vol. ii p. Gz.o, 
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c H A P. By the infrrument of government, to which he had 
~~ fworn, no parliament could be diffolved, till it had fate 

(I) ~5· five months; but c~omwcl pretended, that a month con-
zu or Jan. . . 

taincd only twenty-c1ght days, accordmg to the method 

of computation praB:ifed in paying the fleet and army. 

The full time, therefore, according to this reckoning, 
being elapfcd ; the parliament was ordered to attend the 
prctcC:~or, who m::tdc them a tedious, confufed, angry 
harangue, and difmiffed them. Were we to judge of 

Cromwcl's c<:pacity by this, and indeed by all his other 
comp0fitions, we !hould be apt to entert2in no very fa
vourabb idea of it. Bu~ in the great v::triety of human 

gcn~ufcs, th~re arc fome, which, though they fee their 

objccl clearly and difrinctly in general ; yet, when they 
come to unfold its parts by difcourfe or writing, lofe that 

luminous concept:on, which they had before attained. 
All accounts agree in afcribing to Cromwel a tirefome, 

dark, unintelligible e:locution, even when he had no in
tel tion to ditguife his meaning : Yet no man\ atl:ions. 
were ever,. in fuch a variety of difficult incidents, more 
uccifivc and judicious. 

1~HE electing of a difcontented parliament is a proof 
of a difcontented nation : The angry and abrupt difTo
lution of tha:: parlia·nent is fure always to encreafe the 
gen ral difco11tenr. The members of this affembly, re
t 1rning to their counties, propagated that fpirit of mutiny,. 
which they had exerted in th~ houfe. Sir Harry Vane 
ar.J the old republicans, who maintained the indifioluble 
authority of ·he lon6 parliament, encouraged the mur ... 
murs a~:.1inf1 the prcf:-nt ufurpation; though they aCl:cd fo 
cautiou1 y as to give the proceaor no handle againfi them. 
Vvildm:..n and fomc others of that party carried fiill farther 
their ccnfpiraci\:S againfl: the proteCtor's authority. The 
royalifl-s, obfcrving this general ill v1ill towards the eil:a
blilhmcnt, could no loDger be retained in fubjcCtion; 

but 
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but fancied, that every one, who was dilfatisficd like C H A P. 

them, had alfo embraced thy fame views and inclinations. ~;__:._., 
They did not confider, that the old parliamentary ' party, 165 5· 

though many of them were difpleafed with Cromwel, 
who had difpolfeffed them of their power, were :fiill more 
apprehenfive of any fuccefs to the royal caufe; whence, 

befides a certain profpeB: of the fame inconvenience, they 
had fo much reafon to dread the feverefr vengeance for 
their pail tranfgreffions. 

IN concert with the king a confpiracy was entered TnfumCl:'on 
• . of the royal. 
wto by the royahfi:s throughout England, and a day of 1frs. 
general rifing appointed. Information of this defign was 
conveyed to Cromwel. The protector's adminifiration 

was extremely vigilant. Thurloe, his fecrctary, had 
fpies every where. Manning, who had accefs to the 
king's family, kept a regular corrcfpondence with him. 
And it was not difficult to obtain intelligence of a con-
federacy, fo generally diffufed among a party, who valued 
themfel ves more on zeal and courage, than on fecrecy and 
fobriety. Many of the royalifrs were thrown into prifon. 
Others, on the approach of the day, were terrified with 
the danger of the undertaking, and rc·mained at home. 
ln one place alone the conipiracy broke into action. 
Penruddoc, Groves, J ones, and other gentlemen of the t rth rf 

11 d S I'll_ · h b h r. h '-larch. wcrr, entcre a 1wury wit a out 200 or1e ; at t e 

very time when the fhcriff and judges were holding the 
affizcs. Thefe they w:1de prifoners; and they proclaimed 
the king. Contrary to their cxpeB:ations, they received 
no acceffion of force; fo prevalent was the terror of the 
efiablifhed government. Having in vain wandered about 
for fome time, they were totally difcouraged; and one 
troop of horfe was able at lafr to fupprcfs them. The 
leaders of the confpiracy, being taken prifonc:-s, \\'e!'e 
c?..pitally puniJ.~F:d. 'I'hc refr w·"'re [! ld for !b:.res, :md 

tranfported to Barbadocs. 

R 2 THE 
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C H A P. THE cafy fubduing of this infurretl:ion, which, b}t 
~ the boldncfs of the undertaking, fl:ruck at firfl: a great 

1-655• terror into the nation, was_ a fingular felicity to the pro
tcClor, who could not, without danger, have brought 
together any confidcrable body of his mutinous army, in 
order to fupprefs it. The very infurrecrion itfdf he re
garded as a fortunate event; fince it proved the reality of 

, thofe confpiracics, whicl: his enemies, on every occafion, 

rcprcfcnted as mere fiB:ions, invented to colour his tyran
nical ieverities. He refolved to keep no longer any terms 
\Yit!l the royalifi:s, who, though they were not perhaps 
the ri10£l: implacable of his enemies, were thofe whom he 
could opprefs under the mofr plauLblc pretences, and 

who met with leafr countenance and protcCl:ion from his 
~1dhcrents. He iffued an edicr with the confent of his 
<..ouncil, for exacting the tenth penny from that whole 
p:lrty; in order, as he pretended, to make them pay the 
cxpences, to which their mutinous difpofition continually 
cxpofed the public. vVithout regard to compofitions, 
articles of cap:tulation, or acts of indemnity, all the 
.royalifl:s, ho·.vevcr harraffcd with former oppreffions, were 
ob!igcJ anew to redeem thcmfelves by great fums of 
monc] ; anJ many of them were reduced by thefe multi
piied difafters to extreme poverty. Whoever was known 
to b difafFccted, or even lay under any fufpicion, though 
1:0 guilt could be proved againft him, was expofed to 
tl1is n~w cx:!chon. 

IN order to raifc that impofition, which commonly 
p?.!feJ by the name of decimation, the protector in
il"tut cl twelve major-generals; and divided the whole 
kint,clom ~f England into fo many military j urifdicl:ions c. 

'T'1efe men, ai.ifred by commiffioners, had power to fub
je,£t whom they plcafed to dec:mation, to levy all the 
t:1xes impof d by the protector and his council, and to 

c Pari, Hdl. vol, xx. P• 433• 
impr.foJl 
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imprifon any perfon who fhould be expofed to their jea- c H A P. 
LXI. 

loufy or fufpicion; nor was there any appeal from them ,___,_____, 
but to the protector himfe]f and his coui1cil. Under 1655• 

colour of thefe powers, which were fufficientiy exor-
bitant, the major-generals exercifed an authority ftill 
more arbitrary, and acted as if abfolute mafiers of the 
property and perfon of every fu'bject. All reafonahlc 
men now concluded, that the very mafque of liberty was 
thrown afide, and .that the nation was for ever fubjectcd 
to military and defpotic government, exercifcd not in the 
legal manner of European nations, but according to the 
maxims of eafiern tyranny. Not only the fupreme r.Jagif-
trate owed his authority to illegal force and ufurpation : • 
He had parcelled out the people into fo many fubdivifions 
of flavery, and had delegated to his in[ic.rior miniflers the 
fame unlimited authority., which he himfclf had fo vio-
lently afiumed. 

A GOVERNMENT, tota11y military and defpotic, is 
a1mofi fure, after fame time, to fall into impotence and 
languor: But when it immediately fuccceds a legal con
ftitution, it may, at firfr, to foreign nations appear very 
vigorous and aCl:ive, and may exert with more unanimity 
that power, fpirit, and riches, which had been acquired 
under a better form. It feems now proper, after fo long 

State of 
an interval, to look abroad to the general Rate of Europe, Europr. 

an~ to confider the meafures, which England, at this 
time, embraced in its negotiations with the neighbour-· 
ing princes. The moderate temper 2nd unwarlike genius 
of the two Iafi princes, the extreme difficulties under 
which they laboured at home, and the great {ecurity 
which they enjoyed from foreign enemies, had rendered 
them negligent of the tranfatl:ions on the continent; and 
England, during the!r reigns, had been, in a manner, 
overlooked in the genera] fyftem of Europe. The bold 
and reftlcfs genius of the proteCtor led him to extend his 

R 3 aliiance-
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c -~x·i. P. alliances and enterprizes to every corner of Chrifiendom; 
\....---..,._ and partly from the afcendant of his magnanimous fpirit, 

1655· partly i~·om the fituation of foreign kingdoms, the weight 
of England, even under its moft legal and braveft princes, 
was never more fenfibly felt than during this unjuft and 
viol nt ufurpation. 

A wAR of thirty years, the mofr fignal and m?ft de
firu8,:ivc that had appeared in modern annals, was at laft 
finiihed in Germany '' ; and by the treaty of W eftphalia, 
were compofed thofe fatal quarrels, which had been ex
cited by the palatine's precipitate acceptance of the crown 
of Bohemia. The young pal·atine was reftored to part 
of his Jignities and of his dominions e. The rights, pri
vileges, and authority of the feveral members of the Ger
manic body \verc fixed and afccrtained ; Sovereign princes 
and fr e :fbtcs were in fame degree reduced to obedience 
under laws: And by the valour of the heroic Gufl:avus, 
the cnterprizcs of the active Richelieu, the intrigues of 
the artful .l\1azarine, was in part effected, after an infinite 
expencc of blood and treafure, what had been fondly ex
pected and loudly demanded from· the feeble efForts of the 
pacific James, fcconded by the fcanty fupplics of his jea-
lous p:.u 1iamcnts. ' 

SwE EN, which had acquired by conqueR large do
minions in the north of Germany, was engaged in enter- . 
prizrs, w} ich promifed her, from her fuccefs and valour, 
Hill more extenfive acquifitim1s on the fide both of Po
land and of Denmark. Charles X. who had mounted the 
throne of that kingdom after the voluntary refignation of 
Chriftina, being ftimulated by the fame of Guftavus as 
well as by his own martial difpofition, carried his con-

d In 1648. 

e This rrince, during the civil wars, had much neglee\ed his uncle and 
payed court to the parliament : He accepted cf a penfion of 8oco 1, a year 

f:om them, and took a place in their aficmbly of divines. 

l quering 
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~uering arms to the fouth of the Baltic, and gained the c Hv A P. 

1 b 
. n L .... l. 

ce e rated v1uory of \Varf.1.w, which had been obfiiuatcly 1..----v--.J 

difputed during the fpacc of three clays. The proteCtor, 1655· 

at the time his alliance was courted by every power in 
Europe, anxiouily courted th~ alliance of Sweden ; and 

he was fond of forming a confederacy with a protefiant 

power of fuch renown, even though it threatcnc~ the 

whole north with conqucfi and fub=eB:!on. 
T'HE tranfaCtions of the parliament and protector with. 

;France had been various and complicated. The cmiiTa
ries of Richelieu had furnifhed fuel to the flame of rebel
lion, when it firfr broke out in Scot and ; but after the 

·Conflagration had difFufecl itfelf, the French court, obferv
ing the materials to be of themfelvcs fufficiently com

'bufl:ible, found it unnece.ff:1ry any longer to animate the 
Britifh malcontents to an cppofition of their fovercign. 

On the contrary, they offered their mediation for com

pofing thefc intefiine diforders ; and their ambaff..1dors, 
from decency, pretended to act in concert with the court 
of England, and to receive directions from a prince, with 

whom their mafl:er was connected by fo near an affinity. 
Meanwhi e, Richclicu died, and icon after him, the 

French king, Louis XIII. leaving his fon an infant four 

;years old, and his widow, Anne of Aufiria, regent of the' 
kingdom. Cardinal1'lazarine fuccceded Richelicu in the 

minifiry; and the fame general plan of policy, though 
by men of fuch oppofite charaCters, was fiill continued 
in the French counfels. The e:fhbliiliment of royal au
thority, the reduction of the Aufirian family, were pur

fued with ardor and fucccfs; and every year brought an 

acce1 1on of force and grandeur to the French monarch:·· 

Not only battles were won, towns and fortrefies taken; 
the genius too of the nation feemed gradually to improve, 

and to compofe itfelf to the fpirit of dutiful obedience anJ 

of fteddy enterprize. A Con de, a 'T'urenne were formeJ; 
R + and 
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c ~xf. P. and the troops .animated by their valour, and guided by 
'-i r ~heir difcipline, acquired every day a greater afcendant 

-'
6
55· · 9ver the Spaniards. All of a fudden, from fomc intrigues 

of the court:~, and fome difcontents in the courts of judi
cature, inteftine commotions were excited, and every 
thing relapfed into confufion. But thefe rebellions of the 

. french, neither ennobled by the fpirit of liberty, noF 
~ifgraced by the fanatical extravagancies, which difi-in
guilhcd the Britiili civil wats, were condutl:ed with little 
bloodfhed, and made but fmall impre.ffion on t.he minds 
of the people. Though feconded by the force of Spain, 
r.nd ~ondutl:ed by the prince of Conde, the malcontents, 
in a little time, were either expelled or fubducd; and the 
French monarchy, having loft a few of its conquefts, 
returned, with frefh vigor, to the ac~uifition of new do
minion. 

TH.!:: queen of England and her fon, Charles, during 
thefe commotions, paffed moft of their time at Paris ; 
and not\vithftanding their near connexion of blood, rc
~eived bu~ few civilities, and frill lefs fupporr, from the 
F~·enc~ court. Had the quee.!! regent been ever fo much 
i.nclincd to affift the Englifh prince, the diforders of her 
own affairs, for a long time, would have rendered fu~h 
intentions abfolutcly impracticable. The banifhed queen 
had a mod_erate pcnfion affigned her; but it was fo ill 
paycd, and her credit ran fo lov!, that, one morning, 
\vhen the cardinal de Retz waited on her, fhe informed 
~im,_ that her daughter, the princefs Henrictta, was 
9bliged to lie abed, for want of a fire to warm her. To 
{uch a condition was reduced, in the mid:fi: of Paris, a 
q ueC'n of England, and daughter of Henry IV. of France! 

1~HE Englifh parliament, however, having affumed 
the fovcreignty of the :!late, refented the countenance, 
cold as it was which the French court gave the unfor

~ll:l_l.ate mol!arch. On pretence <?f injuries, .of which the 

EnglifA 
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Englilh merchants complained, they iffuco letters of re- C H A P. 

prifal upon the French; ana Blake went fo far as to ~ 
attack and feize a whole fquadron of !hips, which were 1655· 

carrying fupplies to Du~kirk, then clofely befieged by the 
Spaniards. That town, difappointed of thcfe fuppJics, 
fell into the enemies' hands. The French minifrers foon 
found it requifite to change their meafures. They treat-
ed Charles with fuch affeCl:ed indifFerence, that he thought 
it more decent to withdraw, and prevent the indignity of 
being defired to leave the kingdom. H_e went firfr to 
Spaw, thence he retired to Cologne; where he lived two 
years, on a fmall pcnfion, about 6ooo pounds a year, 
payed him by the court of France, and on fome contri-
tions fent him by his friends in England. In the ma
nagement of his family, he difcovered a difpofition t() 
order and reconomy; and his temper, cheerful, care-
lefs, and fociable, was more than a fufficient compenfa-
tion for that empire, of which his enemies had bereaved 
him. Sir Edward Hyde, created lord-chancellor, and 
the marquefs of Ormoncl, were nis chief friends and con-
fidents. 

IF the French minifrry had thought it prudent to bend 
under the Engliih parliament, they deemed it frill more 
neceffary to pay deference to the proteCtor, vl'l1en he af
fumed the reins of government. Cardinal Mazarine, by 
whom all the councils of France were dircEl:ed, was artful 
a,nd vigilant, fupple and patient, falfc and intriguing; 
defirous rather to prevail by dexterity than violence, and 
placing his honour more in the final fuccefs of his mea
fures than in the fplendor and magnanimity of the rr.cans, 
which he employed. Cromwel, by his imperious cha
raCter, rather than by the advantage of his fituation, ac
quired an afcendant over this man ; and every propofal 
made by the protector, however unreafonable in itfelf and 
P;rged with whatever infolcnce, met with a ready com-

pliance 
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c HxA P • pliance from the politic and timid cardinal. Bourdeaux: L r. 
, ~ was fent over to England as minifter ; and all circum-

1655• fiances of refpeCl: were payed to the daring ufurper, who 
had imbrued his hands in the blood of his fovercign, a 
prince fo nearly related to the crown of France. \Vith 
indefatigable patience did Bourdeaux conduCt this negoti
ation, which Cromwel fecmed entirely to neglect; and 
though privateers with Engli:lh commiffions committ~d 
rlaily depreda6ons on the French commerce, l\1azarine 
was content, in hopes of a fortunate iflue, ftill to fubmi 
to thefe indignities • 

THE court of Spain, kfs connected with the unfortu .. 
nate royal family, and reduced to greater diftrefs than the 
French monarchy, had been frill more forward in her 
advances to the profperous ~parliament and proteclor. 
Don Alonzo de Cardenas, the Spanilh envoy, was the 
fir.fl: public minifier, who recognized the authority of the 
new republic; and in return for this civility, Afcham 
was fcnt envoy into Spain by the parliament. No fooner 
l1ad this minifier arrived in !viadrid, than fome of the 
banilhed royaliHs, inflamed by that inveterate hatred, 
which animated the Englifu faCtions, broke into his 
chamber, and murdered him together with his fecretary. 
Immediately, they took fanCl:uary in the churches; and 
affifi:cd by the general favour, which every where attended 
tHe royal caufe, were enabled, mofi of them, to make 
their efcape. On1 y one of the criminals fuffcred death; 
and the parliament feemed to reil: contented with this 
atonement. 

SPAIN, at this time, afl"ailed every where by vigorous 
enemies from without, and labouring under many in,ternal 

f Thurloe, vol. iii. p. 1c3, 619, 653• In tl1e treaty, which was figned 
after long negociation, the prote8or's' name was inferted before the king's in 

that copy which remained in England. Thurloe1 vo.l. vi, p. I 16. See far• 
ther1 vol. vii, p, 178, 

diforders, 
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difordcrs, retained nothing of her former grandeur, except c H A P. 

the haughty pride of her counfels, and the hatred and LXJ. 

jealoufy of her neighbours. Portugal had rebelled, and •6ss· 
efi:ablifhed her monarchy in the houfe of Braganza : Ca-

talonia, complaining of violated privileges, had revolted 

to France.: Naples was fhakcn with popular convulfions: 
The Low Countries were invaded with fuperior forces, 
and feemed ready to change their mafi:er : The Spanifh 

infantry, anciently fo formidable, had been annihilated 
by Conde in the fields of Rocroy : And though the fame 
prince, banifhed France, fufi:ained by his activity and 
valour, the falling fortunes of Spain, he could only hope 

to protraB:, not prevent, the ruin, with which that mo

narchy was vifibly threatened. 
HAD Cromwel underfi:ood and regarded the interefrs of 

his country, he would have fupportcd the declining con
dition of Spain againfr the dangerous ambition of France, 

and preferved that balance of power, on which the great
nefs and fecurity of England fo much depend. Had he 
ftudied only his own interefrs, he would have maintained 
an exaa neutrality between thofe two great monarchies; 
nor would he have hazarded his ill-acquired and unfettled 
power, by provoking foreign enemies, who might lend 
a:ffifrance to domefric faB:ion, and overturn his tottering 
throne. But his magnanimity undervalued danger: His 

aB:ive difpofition and avidity of extenfive glory, made 
him incapable of repofe: And as the policy of men is 
continually w~rpcd by their temper, no fooner was peace 
made with Holland, than he began to deliberate what 
new enemy he fhould invade with his victorious arms. 

THE extenfive dominion and yet extreme wcaknefs of War with 

Spain in the \V eft Indies; the vigorous courage and Spain. 

great naval power of England ; were circumfrances, 
which, when compared, excited the ambition of the 
enterprizing proteCtor, and made him hope, that he 

might, 
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C ~x1. P. might, by fome gainful conque:ft, render for ever iliuf
'----.~-.J trious that dominion, which he had aflumed over his 

x.655· country. Should he fail of ' thefe durable acquifitions, 
the Indian treafures, which mufi: every year crofs the 
ocean to reach Spain, were, he thought, a fure prey to 
the Englilh navy, and would fupport his military force, 
without his laying new burthens on the difcontented 
people. From France a vigorous refifi:ance muft be ex
pected: No plunder, no conquefrs could be hoped for: 
~rhe progrcfs of his arms, even if attended with fucccfs, 
mufl: there be flow and gradual: And the advantages ac .. 
quircd, however real, would be 1efs fhiking to the igno
rant multitude, whom it was his intercft to allure. The 
royal family, fo clofely connected with the French mo
narch, might receive great affifrance from that neighbour
ing kingdom; and an army of French protefi:ants, landed 
jn England, would be able, he dreaded, to unite the 
moft oppofi.te factions againfr the prefenr ufurpation &. 

T'HESE motives of policy were probably fcconded by 
his bigotted prejudices; as no human mind ever contain
ed fo frrange a mixture of fagacity and abfurdity as that 
of this extraordinary perfonage. The Swedifh alliance, 
though much contrary to the intere:fis of England, he 
had contraCted, merely from his zeal for proteftantifm h; 

and Sweden being clofely conneCled with France, he 
could not hope to maintain that confederacy, in which 
he fo much prided himfelf, fllouJd a rupture cnfue be
tween England and this latter kingdom i. '"rhe Hugo
nots, he expected, would meet with better treatment, 

g See the account of the negotiations with France and Spain by Thurloe, 
vol. i. P• 7 59• 

h He propofed to Sweden a general league and confederacy of all tJ:e pro

ter!ant:. Wliitlocke, p. 6zo. ThtJrloe, vel. vii. p. I, In order to judg'! 

~f the maxims, by which he conduCled his foreign politics, fee further Th:;r. 
loe, vol. iv. p. z95, 343, 443• vol. vii, P• l7f• 

l T.hurloe, vo1, i. p. 7 S?• . 

whil~ 
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while he engaged in a clofc union with their fovereign k. c 
And as the Spaniards were much more papifi:s than the 
}"'rench, were much more expofed to the old puritanical 
hatred 1, and had even ereB:ed the bloody tribunal of the 

inquifition, whofc rigours they had rcfufed to mitigate on 
Cromwcl's folicitation xn; he hoped that a holy and meri

torious war 'l.vith fuch idolaters could not fail of protec

tion from heaven"· A preacher likcwife, infpired, as 
was fuppofec.l, by a prophetic fpirit, bid him go and 

profper ; calling him a )lone cut out of the mountains 'lvithout 

hands, that 'lUould break the pride of the Spaniard, crujh An

tichrijl, and make way for the purity of the Gojpel over the 

tzfJhole world 0 • 

AcTuATED equal!y by thofe bigottcd, thofe ambi
tious, and thofe intcrefi:ed motives, the proteCtor equipped 
two confiderable fquadrons; and while he was making 

thefe preparations, the neighbouring fiates, ignorant of 
his intentwns, remained in fufpencc, and looked with 
anxious expeCtation on what fide the fiorm would dif

charge itfelf. One of the fquadrons, confifi:ing of thirty 

capital fhips, was fent into the Mediterranean under 
Blake, whofe fame was now fpread over Europe. No 
Engli!h fleet, except during the Crufades, had ever be
fore failed in thofe feas ; and from one extremity to the 
other, there was no naval force, Chrifiian or Mahome
tan, able to rcfifi: them. Th~ Roman pontiff; whofe 

weaknefs and whofe pride equally provoke attacks, dread
ed invafion from a power, which profeffed the mofi: inve .. 
tcrate enmity againfi him, and which fo little regulated 
its mo\·ements by the ufual motives of interefr and pru- , 

ence. Blake, cafl:ing anchor before Leghorn, demanded 

k Thurloe, vol. i. p. 759• I Id. ibid. 

m Jd . ibid. Don Alonzo faid, that the Indian trade and the inquitition 

were his matter's t ~o eyc~1 and the protechr infiflcd F<'n the puttinP: cut. 

both of them at once1 n C;:.rrir.s·on, p. 19 I, Q Bate>. 

::m 
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. c ~X~. P. and obtained from the duke of Tufcany reparation fot 

~ fome loffcs, which the Englilh commerce had formerly 
~ 6 5j· fufi:ained from him. He next failed to Algiers, and 

compelled the dey to make peace, and to refl:rain his py
ratical fubjeds from farther violences on the Englilh. 
He prefented himfelf before Tunis; and having there 
made the fame dem:mds, the dey of that republic bade 
him look to the cafiles of Porto-Farino and Goletta, and 
do his utmofl:. Blake 1.eeded not to be rouzed by fuch a 
bravado: He drew his {hips clofe up to the cafl:les, and 
tore them in pieces with his artillery. He fent a numer
ous detachment of failors in their long boats into the 
harbour, and burned every lhip which lay there. This 
bold atl:ion, which its very temerity, perhaps, rendered 
fafe, was executed with little lofs, and filled all that part ' 
of the world with the renown of Englilh valour. 

Jamaica THE other fquadron was not equally fuccefsful. It conquered, 

was commanded by Pen, and carried on board 4000 

men, under the command of Venables. About 5000 

more joined them from Darbadocs and St. Chriftophers. 
Both thefe officers were inclined to the king's fervice P; 

and it is pretended, that Cromwel was obliged to hurry 
the foldiers on board, in order to prevent the execution 
of a confpiracy, which had been formed among them, in 
favour of the exiled family q. The ill fuccefs of this 
enterprize, may j uil:ly be afcribed, as much to the inju
dicious fchemes of the protector, who planned it, as to 
the bad execution of the officers, by whom it was con
dut1ed. The foldiers were the ~efufe of the whole army: 
The forces, inlified in the \Vefi Indies, were the mofr 
profligate of mankind : Pt~n and V enables wpre of incom
patible tempers : Ti1e troops were not furnilhed with 
arms fit for fuch an expedition : Their provifions were 
defective both in quantity and quality: All hopes of pil-

P C!arendon, q Vi\a D, Berwici1 p. 124. 
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~.ge, tl e befl: incentive to valour among fuch men, were C H A P. 

refufed the foldiers and feamen : No directions or intelli-~ 
gence were given to conduct the officers in their enter- 1655• 

prize : And at the fame time, they were tied down to 
follow the advice of commi.ffioners, who difconcerted 
them in all their proje& r. 

IT was agreed by the admiral and general to attempt 13th April1 

St. Domingo, the only p]ace of ihength in the ifland of 
Hifpaniola. On the approach of the Engliili the Spa-
niards in a fright defcrted their houfcs, and fled into the 
woods. Contrary to the opinion of V enables, the fol-
aiers were difembarked without guides ten leagues dilbnt 
from the town. They wandered four days throu h the 
woods without provifions, and what was fiill more into-
lerable in that fultry dimate., without water. The Spa-
niards recovered fpirit, and attacked them. The Englilh~ 
rlifcouraged with the bad conduct of their officers, and 
fcarcely alive from hunger, thirfr, and fatigue, were un-
:itble to refifi-. An inconfiderab!e number of the enemy 
put the whole army to rout, ·· .eJ 6oo of thern, and 
chafed the re:!l: on board their veffels. 

THE Engli£h commanders, in order to a one, as much 
as poffible, for this unprofperous attempt, bent their 
courfe to Jamaica, which wa furrendercd to them with
out a blow. Pen and Venables returned to England, 
and were both of them fent to the Tower by tl e protec

tor, who, though commonly mafi:er of his fiery temper, 
was thrown into a violent paffion at this difappointment. 
l-Ie had made a <:onquefi: of gr~ater importance, than he 
'·as himfelf at hat time a\·:are of; yet was it rr.uch infe
rior to the vafr proiecrs, which he had formed. He gave 
orders, however, to fupport it by men and money; and 
that iiland has C\'Cr 11ncc remair.ed in the hands of the 

r Burche~·., av:~t Hiflory, Stc alfo Cart~'i Co1leCticr., vol. ii. p 4-6, 47• 
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C H A P. Engliih; the chief acquifition which they owe to the LXI. 
"'-v---J cnterprizing fpirit of Cromwcl. 

16.s6. As foon as the news of this expedition, which was an 
unwarrantable violation of treaty, arrived in Europe, the 
Spaniards declared war againfr England, and feized all 
the fbips and goods of Englifh merchants, ?f which they 
could make thcmfclves ma:fi:ers. 1'he commerce with 
Spain, fo profitable to the Englifh, was cut off; and near 
I 500 veifcls, it is computed s, fell in a few years into the 
hands of the enemy. Blake, to whom Montague ·was 
now joined in command, after receiving new orders, 
prepared himfelf for ho:fi:ilities again:fi: the Spaniards. 

SEVERAL fea officers, having entertained fcruples of 
confcience with regard to the ju:fi:ice of the Spanifh war, 
threw up their commiffions, and retired r. No command, 
they thought, of their fuperiors could ju:fi:ify a war, 
which was contrary to the principles of natural equity, 
and which the civil magi:fi:rate had no right to order. / 
Individuals, they maintained, in refigning to the public 
their natural liberty, could be:fi:ow on it only what they 
themfelves were poffefied of, a right of performing lawful 
actions, and could inve:fi: it with no authority of com
manding what .is contrary to the decrees of heaven. Such 
maxims, though th~y fcem reafonable, are perhaps too 
perfect for h urn an nature; and mu:fi: be regarded as one 

· efFeCt:, tlwugh of the mo:fi: innocent and even honourable 
kind, of that fpirit, partly fanatical, partly republican, 
which predo_minated in England. , 

S:.~cce!s, BLAKE lay fomc time off Cadiz, in expectation of in-
tercepting the plate Beet, but was at Ia:fi: obliged, for 
w:.mt of water, to mzke fail towards Portugal. Captain· 
Stayncr, whom he had left on the coo.d1 with a fquadron 

s Thurloe, vol. iv. p. I3S· ·world's Miftake in Oliver Cromwel, in the 
H:11l. Mif~:el, .vol, i, , t Thurloe, vol, iv. p. j70) 589, • 

of 
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of fcven veffe1s, came i11 fight of the galleons, and im- C H A P. 

d. J r. [: ·1 LXI. me ;ate y rct- ~1 to purfue them. The Spanifh admiral ~ 
ran his ihip afhore: T\\'0 others followed his example: rfs6. 

. . September. 
The Englt!h took two fh1ps valued at near tvllo mil ions 
0f pieces of eight. Two galleons were fet on fire; and 
the marquefs oF Dad~jo::, viceroy of Peru, with his wife 
and his daughter, betrothed to the young duke of !1/Ic
dina Ccli, v.,rcrc ddhoyed in them. The marquds him-· 
fclf might have cfcaped ; but fecing thefc unfortunate 
women, afi:oni!h~d with the danger, fall in a 1\voon, and 
peri!h in the flames, he chofe rather to die with them 

than drag out a life, embittered with the remem br:1nce of 
fuch difmal fcencs u. \\Then the treafures, gained by this 
cntcrprize, arrived at Portfmouth, the proteCtor, from a 

fpirit of ofrentation, ordered them to be tranfportcd by 
bnd to London. 

THE next aCtion againfl: the Spaniards was more ho
nourable, though le[; profitable, to the nz.tion. Blake, 
having heard that a Spanilh fleet of fixteen ihips, much 
richer than the former, had taken fl1elter in the Canaries, 
immediately made fail tovnrds them. He found them in 
the bay of Santa Cruz, difpofed in a formidable pofi:urc. 

The bay was fecurcd with a frrong cafrle, well provided 
with cannon, befides feven forts in feveral parts of it, all 
united by a line of communication, manned with muf
qucteers. Don Diego Diagues, the Spani:fh admiral, 
ordered all his fmallcr vdfels to moor clofe to the fhorc, 
and pofi:ed the larger galleons farther oft~ at anchor, 
with their broadfides to the fea. 

BLAKE was rather animated than daunted with this 
appearance. The wind feconded his courage, and blow

ing full into the bay, in a moment brought him a~non~ 
the thickeft of his enemies. After a refifbnce of four 
hours, the Spaniards yielded to Englifu valour, and 

u Thur!oe, vol. v. p. 433• 
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C H A P. abandoned their fuips, which were fet on fire, and con
~~ fumed with all their treafure. The greatefl: danger ftill 

1656. remained to the Englilh. They lay under the fire of the 
cafrles and all the forts, which muft, in a little time, 
have torn them in pieces. But the wind, fuddenly lhift
ing, carried them out of the bay; where they left the 
Spaniards in afl:onilhment at the happy temerity of their 
audacious victors. 

~nd death 
of admiral 
Bbke. 

THIS was the lafr and greatefr aelion of the gallant 
Blake. He was confumed with a dropfy and fcurvy, 
and haftened home, that he might yield up his lafi breath 
in his native country, which he had fo much adorned by 
his valour. As he came within fight of land, he ex
pired w. Never man, fo zealous for a faction, was fo 
much refpeB:ed and efl:cemed even by the oppofite fac
tions. He was by principle an inflexible republican; 

and the late ufurpations, amidfl: all the truft and careffes, 
which he received from the ruling powers, were thought 
to be very little grateful to him. It is jlill our duty, he 
faid to the feamen, to fight for our country, into what hands 

fo ever the government may fall. Difinterefted, generous, 
liberal; ambitious only of true glory, dreadful only to 
his avowed enemies ; he forms one of the moft perfeCt 
characters of that age, and the leaft ftained with thofe 
errors and violences, which were then fo predominant. 
The protector ordered him a pompous funeral at the pub .. 

lie charge: But the tears of his countrymen were the 

mofl: honourable panegyric on his memory. 

THE conduct of the protector in foreign affairs, though 

imprudent and impolitic, was full of vigor and enterprize, 
and drew a confideration to his country, which, fince the 
reign of Elizabeth, it feemed to have totally loft. The 
great mind of this fuccefsful ufurper w~s intent on fpread

ing the renown of the Englilh nation ; and while he 

w ~oth of April, 1637• 
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ftruck mankind with afl:onifnment at his extraordinary c H A I>. 
' LXI fortune, he feemed to ennoble, infread of debafing, that ~ 
people, whom he had reduced to fubjetl:ion. It was his x5s5. 

boafr, that he would render the name of an Englifuman 
as much feared and revered as ever was that of a Ro'man; 
and as his countrymen found fume reality in thefe pre-
tenfions, their national vanity, being gratified, made them 
bear with more patience all the indignities ar..d calamities, 
under which tht.y laboured. 

IT mufr alfo be acknowleJged, that the proteB:or, in Don:e~ic 
h . . '1 d d n· d . '11. • d'r.} d admmlfha. ... IS CIVI an omeurc a rrnmuratwn, 11p ~ye as great tion cf 

regard both to jufticc and clemency, as his ufurped autho- Crvmwel 

rity, derived from no law, and founded only on the 
fword, could poffibly permit. All the chief offices in the 
courts of judicature were filled with men of integrity : 
Amidfr the virulence of faction, the decrees of the judges 
were upright and impartial: And to every man but him
felf, and to himfelf; except where neceffity required the 
contrary, the law was the great rule of conduct and be
haviour. Vane and Lilburn, whofe credit with the 
republicans and levellers he dreaded, were indeed for 
fome time confined to prifon: Cony, who refufed to pay 
illegal taxes, was obliged by menaces to depart from his 
obfrinacy : High courts of j ufrice were ereCted to try 
thofe who had engaged in confpiracies and infurretlions 
againfr the proteCtor's authority, and whom he could not 
fafely commit to the verditl: of juries. But thefe irregu
larities were deemed inevitable confequences of his illegal 
authority. And though often urged by his officers, as 
is pretended x, to attempt a gener<tl maffacre of the roy
alifl:s, he always with horror rejected fuch fanguinary 
counfels. 

IN the army was laid the foie bafis of the protetl:or's 
power i and in managing it confiftcd the chief art and 

x Clarcndon} Life of Dr. Berwi,k, &~, 
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delicacy of his government. The foldiers were held in 
exaB: difciplinc; a policy, which both accufi:omcd them 
to obedience, and macle them lefs hateful and burtben
fome to the people. · He augmented their pay; though 
the public neceffities fometimes obliged him to run in 
arrears to them. Their intcrefi:s, they were fenfible, 
were clofcly conncB:ed with thofe of their general and 
proteCtor. And he entirely commanded their afFeB:ionatc 
regard, by his ability and fuccefs in almofi: every enter
prize, which he had hitherto undertaken. But all mili
tary government is precarious; much more where it :!land~ 
in oppofition to civil eil:abli!bments ; and frill more, 
where it encounters religious prejudices. By the wild 
fanaticifm, which he had nouri!hed in the foldicrs, he 
had feduced them into meafures, for which, if openly 
propofcd to them, they would have entertained the utmoil: 
;tverfion. But this fame fpirit rendered them more diffi
cult to be governed, and made their caprices terrible even 
to that hand, which direCl:ed their movements. So often 
taught, that the office of king was an ufurpation upon 
Chrifr, they were apt to fufpeCl: a proteCl:or not to be 
~}together compatible with that divine authority. Har
rifon, though raifed to the high eft dignity, and poffeffed 
c;:ntirely of Cromwel's confidence, became his mofi: inve
terate enemy as foon as the authority of a fingle pcrfon 
was eil:abli!hed, againft which that ufurper had always 
made fuch violent protcfi:ations. Overton, Rich, Okcy, 
officers of rank in the army, were actuated with like prin
ciples, and Cromwel was obliged to deprive them of their 
commi:ffions, 'Their influence, which was before thought 
~mbounded among the troops, feemed from that moment 
to be totally annihilated. 

THE more effectually to curb the enth_ufiafi:ic and fe
<1itious fpirit of the troops, Cromwel efi:ablilhed a kind 
of militi~1 in the fcveral counties. Companies of infantry 

~nd 
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and cavalry ,,·ere inlified under proper officers, regular C H A P. 
d n h LXI. pay i1rributed among t em, and ::1. rcfot.:rcc by that means ._,..,.,~ 

provided both againfi: the infurretlions of the royalifts, 1656. 

and mutiny of the army. 

RELIGION can never be deemed a point of fi11:11l con

fcquence in civil government: But during this period, 
it may be regarded as the great fpring of men's aCtions 
and dcterminations. Though tranf1)orted, himfelf, with 
the moft frantic whimfies, Cromwel h::td adoptcJ a f~.·heme 
for regulating this principle in others, which was fagaci

ous and political. Being retoJved to maintain a national 
church, and yet determined neither to admit cpifcop<:.cy· 
nor prefbytery, be e:itablifhed a number of commiHioners, 
under the name of tryers, partly laymen, p:lrt1y eccldi
ail:ics, fome preibyterians., fome independents. . Thefe 
prefented to all livings, :which were formerly in the gift 
of the crown ; they examined and admitted fuch perfons 
as received holy orders; and they infpccl:ed the lives, 

doctrine, and beh:wiour of the clerc-Y· Infiead of fup

porting that union between learning and th\.'ology, which . 
has fo long be~n attempted in Europe, tbcfc tryers cm-. 
braced the latter principle in its full purity, and made it 

the foie objeCt: of their c.~aminations. The candidates 

were no more perplexed with q uefrions concerning their 
progrefs in Greek and R~man erudition ; concerning 
their talent for profane arts and fcienccs: The chief objeCl: 
of fcrutiny regarded their advances in grace, and fixing 
the critical moment of their conver:li.on. 

WITH the pretended iaints of all denominations Crom
wel was familiar ancl eafy. Laying afide the ftate of pro

teCtor, which, on other occafions, he well knew how to 
maintain, he infinuated to them, that nothing but n~cef

fity could ever oblige him to invefr himfclf with it. He 
talked fpiritually to them; he fighed, he weeped, he 

cantcd, he prayed. He even entered with them into an 

S 3 emulation 
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emulation of ghofr]y gifts ; and t4efe men, infiea? ~f 
grieving to be outdone in their own way, were proud? 
that his highnefs, by his princely example, had dignified 
thofe practices, in which they themfelves we~e daily oc
cupied r. 

· IF Cromwel might be faid to adher~ to any particular · 
form of religion, they were the independents ,, ho could 
chiefly boafi: of his favour; a~d ~t may be affirmed, that 
fuch p:dlors of that feet, as were not paflionately addicted 
to civil liberty, were all of them devoted to him. The 
prefbyterian clergy alfo, being faved from t~e ravages of 
the anabaptiHs and mill<>narians, and enjoying their ef1a
blifh~ents and tythes, were not averfe to his govern~cnt; 
though he :frill entertain~d a great jealoufy of that ambi~ 
tious and refl:lefs fpirit, py which they were actuated. He 
granted an unbounded liberty of confcience, to all but 
catholics and · prelatifi:s ; and by that means, he both at
tached the wild fccb.ries to his own p~rfon, and em
ployed them in cmbing the domineering fpirit of the 
prefbyterians. " I am the only man," he was ofte~ 
heard to fay, " who has known how to fubdue that in
-" folen~ fetl, which can fu:ffer none but itfelf." 

THE protdl:ant zeal, which polfe:{[ed the prefbyterians 
and independents, was highly ·;ratified by the haughty 
n;anner, in which the protector fo fuccefsfully fupportcq 
the perfecuted protefiants throughout all Europe. Even, 
the duke of Savoy, fo remote a power, and fo little ex-

Y Cromwel followed, though but in part, the advice which he received 
from gener.ol Harrifon, at the time when the intimacy ancl endearmen~ 
filOft ftrongly fubfitled betwixt them. " Let the waiting upon Jehovah;• 

faid that military faint, '' be the greateft :~_nd moft confiderable bufinefs you 
" have every day: Reckon it fo, more than to eat, fhep, and council toge.: 

~ tlier. Run afide fometimes from your company, and get a word with the 

" Lord, Why lhould not you have three or four precious fouls always frand· 

'' ing at your elbow, with whom you might now and then turn into a cor-
es .ner'? I have foun refrelhment and mercy in fuch a way." · ,.~ rr•· 
• • ' ' ' ' • • " ·" : · · · , · •· Milton'a tta;e papers, p. 12. 

· pokd 
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pofed to the naval force of England, was obliged, by the C H A P. 
LXI. 

authority of France, to comply with his mediation, and '-"v----1 
to. tolerate the protefrants of the valhes~ agair.fr whom 1 656. 

that prince had commenced a furious perfecution. France 
itfelf was confirained to bear, not only with the religi~n, 
but even, in fome infrances, with the feditious infolence 
of the Hugonots ; and when that court applied for a 
reciprocal toleration of the catholic religion in England, 
the proteCtor, who arrogated in every thing the fupe.ri-

.ority, would hearken to no fuch propofal. He had en-
tertained a project of infl-ituting a college in imitation of 
.that at Rome, for the propagation of the faith ; and his 

apofrles, in zeal, though not in unanimity, had cer 4 

tainly been a full mat_ch for the catholics. 

CROMWEL retained the church of England in con
frraint; though he permitted its clergy a little more 
liberty than the republican parliament had formerly al
lowed. He was pleafed, that the fuperior lenity of his 
adminifrration fhould in every thing be remarked. He 
bridled the royalifrs, both by the army which he r~tained, 
and by thofe Jecret fpies, which he found means to inter
mix in all their counfcls. Manning being difcovered and 
P,Unifhed with death, he corrupted Sir Richard vVillis, 
who was much trufred by chancellor Hyde and all the 
royalifrs ; and by means of that man he was let into every 

defign and confpiracy of the party. He could difconcert 
any project, by confining the perfons who were to be the 
.aCtors in it; and as he refrored them afterwards to liberty, 
his feverity paffed only for the refult of general jealoufy 
and fufpicion. The fecret fource of his intelligence re
xpained frill unknown and unfufpeCl:ed. 

CoNSPIRACIES for an affaffination he w~s chiefly afraid 
of; thefe be in defigns, which no prudence or vigilance 

could evade. Colonel Titus, under the name of Allen, 
had written a fpirited difcourfe, exhorting every one to 

S .a1- embrace 
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~ ~xt P .. embrace this method of vengeance; and Cromwel kne~vl 
~ that the inflamed minds of the royal party were fuffici-

IP.>6· ep.tiy difpofed to put this doctrine in praClice againfr him. 

He openly told them, that affaffinations were bafe and 
odious, and he never would commenre hoftilities by fo 

fhameful an expedient; but if the finl: attempt or pro
vocation came from them, he would retaliate to the ut
t~rmoft. H(.! had infhuments, he faid, whom he could 
employ; ~nd he never would defifr, till he had totally 
exterminated the royal family. This rnerlace, more than 
a~l his gu~rc!~, contributed to the fecur.ty of his pcrfon 'I·. 

THERE was no point about which the proteCtor was 
n~orc fnlicitous than to procure intelligence. This ani
de aior..e, it is fctid, coil him fixty t1oufand pounds a 

year. Poftm::dtcrs, both at home:: <111d aBroad, were, 

many of them, in his pay : Carriers were fearched or 
bribed: Secrct::ries and clerks were corrupted : The 

gre2tefr zealots in all parties were often thofe who con
veyed private information to him : And nothing could 
efcape his vigilant enquiry. Such at leafr is the rep re~ 
fcntation made by hiftorians of Cromwel's adminifrration: 
But it mufr be confeffed, that, if vvc rray jydge by thofe 
volumes of Thurloe's papers, which have been lately 
publifhed, this affair, like ma11y others, has been greatly 
magnified. We fcarcely find by that collection, that any 
fecret counfeJs of foreign frates, except thofe of Ho11and, 
which are not expected to qe concealed, were known to 
the proteClor. 

THE general behaviour and deportrr:ent of this man, 
who had been raifed from a very privatf fration, who had 
P.aifed mofr of his youth in the cout?t:y, and who was 
frill confrrained fo much to frequent bad C'9mpa.qy, was 
{uch as mi~ht befit the greatefr monarch. He maintained 
fl ~ignity withoift either affectation or ofrentation; and 

~ ~ee note [~] at ;~e ~nd of the volume. 
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fupportcd with al £hangers that high idea, with which c H A P. 

his gre2.t exploits and prodigious fortune had impreffed ~ 
them. Among hs ancient friends, he could relax him- 1656. 

fdf; and by trifli1g and amufement, jefii ng and making 
vcrfes, he feared lOt expofing himfclf to their mofi fa-
miliar approachesa. With oth~rs, he fomctimes pufhed 
matters to the lcn5th of rufl:ic buffoonery; and he would 
amufe himfelf by putting burning coals into the boots 
and hofe of the o.ficers, who attended him b. Before the 
king's trial, a meting was agreed on between the chiefs 
of the republican party and the general officers, in order 
to concert the nodel of that free government, which 
they were to fubfttute, in place of the monarchical con-
fiitution, now tolally fubverted. After debates on this 
fubject, the mofr important, that ·could fall under the 
difcuffion of hurran creatures, Ludlow tells us, that 
Cromwel, by wa) of frolic, threw a cufhio~ at his head; 
and when LudloVI took up another cu!hion, in order to 
return the complinent, the general ran down fiairs, and 
had almofr broken his bones in the hurry. When the 
high court of jufrce was figning the king's fcntence, 
matter, if poffible, filll more ferious; Cromwe1, taking 
the pen in his hand, before he fubfcribed his name, ' be-
daubed with ink tie face of ~1artin, who (at next him. 
And the pen beinb delivered to Martin, he practifed the · 
fame frolic upon Cromwel c. He frequently gave feafl:s 
to his inferior officers ; and when the meat was fet upon 
the table, a fignal was given; the foldiers rufhed in upon 
them; and with nuch noife, tumult, and confufion, ran 
away with aU the difhes, and difappointed the guefl:s of 
their expetl:ed me<l d. • 

AMIDST all tre unguarded play and buffoonery of 
this fingular perfmage, lie took the opportunity of re-

a Whi'locke, P• 647• 

~ :rry<\1 of t:he regicides. 
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C H A P. marking the charaCters, deftgns, and weakncffes of men; 
LXl. . 11... h b . d } . ~ and he would fomet1mes pum t em, y an m u gcnce m 
J. 56. wine, to open to him the mofl: fecret rcceffes of their 

bofom. Great regularity, however, and even aufl:erity 
pf manners were always maintained in his court; and he 
was careful never by any liberties to give offence to the 
moil: rigid of the godly. Some fiate was upheld; but 
with little expel ce, and without any fplendor. · The 
.nobility, though courted by him, kept at a difrance, and 
~ifdained to intermix themfelves with t:1ofc mean perfons, 
:who were the infhuments of is g vernment. Without 

departing from reconomy, e was generous to thofe who 
ferved him ; and he knew how to find out and engage in 
his interefl-._s every man poffefTed of thofe talents, which 
_any: particular employment demanded. His generals, his 
admirals, his judges, his ambaffadors, were perfons, who 
Fontributed, all of them, in thei .. r feveral fpheres, to the 
fecurity of the pro~eCtor al}d to the honour and interefr. 
vf tJle natipp~ 

• UNDER ... pretence of uniting Scotland and Ireland in1 
one commonwealth With England, Cromwel ha~d reduce4 
thefe kingdoms .to a total fubjeetion; and he treated them. 
entirely a$ conquered p~ovinces. The civil adrninifl:ra
tiori ' of Sc;:odand was placed in a council; confifting 
moftly of Eugli.Lh, of wbi~h lord Broghil W<!S prefident~ 
Jufrice was aaminifiered ~y feven judges, fottr of whom 

were EnglHh. J In orqe~ to- ~urb the tyrann~cal nobility, 
~ bQth · aboliilied all yaffq.Jag~ _e. and revived the ofii.ce of 
jufrice of peace, which king James had i.ntroduced, but 
'vas not abler to fupport r. A . ong line of forts and gar
rifons was maintained throughout the kingdom. . An 

army; of.. I o,ooo men g kept eveqr thing in peace and 
o.bedi~nce; apd neither the ban4itti of the mountains nor 

e Whitloc~e, p. s;o. f Thurloe, vol. hr, p. 57• 
~ 'I'hurlo~, vel, vi. p. 557• 
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t~e bigots of the low co-qntries could mduJge their incli- c H A P. 

pation to turbulence and diforder. He co~rted the pref- LXI. 
~. 

byterian clergy; though he n~uriihed that iptefiine enmity ~656~ 
which prevailed b~tween the refol-qtioners and protefiers; 
~nd he found, that very little p.olicy was requifite to fofl:er 
quarrels among theologians. He permitted no chu~ch 
afiemblies ; being fenfible that fr~m thence had proceeded 
p1any of the paft mi~c~iefs; And in the main, the Scots 
were obliged to acknowledge, that never before, while 
~hey enjoyed their irregular, faCtious liberty, had they 
~ttained fo much happincfs as at prefent, ~hen reduced 
fO fubjeCl:ion under a foreign nation. 

THE proteCtor's adminifrration of Ireland was more 
fevere and violent. The government of that ifland was 
firfr entrufred to Fleetwood, a notorious fanatic, who 
had married Ireton's widow; then to Henry C1omwel, 
fecond fon of the proteCl:or, a young man of an amiable 
mild difpofition, and not defritute of vigor and capacity. 
Above five millions of acres, forfeited either by the popifh 
rebels or by the adherents of the king, were divided, 
partly among the adventurers, who had advanced money 
to the parliament, partly among the Engliih foldiers, who 
had arrears due to them. Examples of a more fudden 
and violent change of- property are fcarcely to be found in 
a~y hifrory. An order was even iffued to confine all the 
native lri!h to the province of Connaught, where they 
would be ihut up by r~vers, lakes, and mountains, and 
could not, it was hoped, be any longer dangerous to the 
Engliih government: But this barbarous and abfurd 
policy, which, from an impatience of attaining imme
diate fccurity, muft have depopulated all the other pro
vinces, and rendered the Engliih efrates of no value, was 
foon abandoned as impraCticable. 
' 

CROMWEL began to hope, that, by his admini:ll:ration, New parlia· 

attended with fo much luftre ~.nd fuccefs abroad, fo much ment, 
. ~cr 
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C H A P. order and tranqui11ity at home, he had now acquired fuch 
LXI. . . 
~ authonty as would enable hrm to meet the reprefentativcs 
. 1656; of the nation, and would affure him of their dutiful 

compliance with his government. He fummoned a par
liament; but not trufiing a] together to the good will of 
the people, he ufed every art, which his new model of 
rcprefentation allowed him to employ, in order to in
fluence the eletl:ions and fill the houfe with his own crea
tures. Ireland, being entirely in the hands of the army, 
chofe few but fuch officers as were mofi acceptable to him. 
Scotland iliowed a like compliance; and as the nobility 
and gentry of that kingdom regarded their attendan_!:e on 
Englifh parliaments as an ignominious badge of flavery, 
it was, on that account, more cafy for the officen; to pre
vail in the eletl:ions. Notwithfl:anding all thefe pre
c::mtions, the protetl:or frill found, that the majority would 

:r j fn ofSep· not be favourable to him. He fet guards, therefore, on 
:>e mber. th d h . d b r h e oor, w o permrtte none to enter ut 1UC as pro-

duced a warrant from his council; and the council re
jected about a hundred, who either refufed a recognition 
of the protetl:or's government, or were on other accounts 
obnoxious to him. Thefe protefl:ed again:fl fo egregious 
ft violence, fubverftve of all liberty; but every appli
cation for redrefs was neglected both by the council and 
the parliament. 

,THE majority of the parliament, by means of thefe 
arts and violences, was now at lafl: either friendly to the 
proteB:or, or refolved, by their compliance, to adjufr, if 
poffible, this military government to their Jaws and liber
ties. They voted a renunciation of all title in Charles 
Stuart or any of his family; and this was the firfl: aB:, 
dignified with the appearance of national confent, which 
had ever had that tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order 
to found the inclinations of the houfe, ventured to move, 
that the parliament fuould befrow th~ crown on Cromwel; 

and 
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~nd no furprize or reluctance Vi1as difcovered on the oc- C H A P. 

c~fi.on. vVhen Cromwel afterwards a:lked Jephfon what ~ 
induced him to mal.:e fuch a motion, " As long," faid 1656. 

Jcphfon, " as I have the honour to fit in parliament, I 
" mufi: follow the dictates of my own confcience, what-
<' ever offence I may be fo unfortunate as to give you." 
" Get thee gone," faid CromwelJ giving him a gentle 
blow on the ihoulder, " get thee gone, for a mad fellow 
" as thou art;'' 

IN order to pave the \vay to this :tdvancement, for 
which he fo ardently longed, Cromwcl refolvcd to facri
£ce his major-generals, whom he knew to be extremely 
odious to the nation. That meafure was alfo become 
neceffary for his own fecurity. All government, purely 
military, BuB:uates perpetually between a defpotic mo
narchy and a defpotic arifiocracy, according as the autho
rity of the chief commmder prevails, or that of the offi
cers next him in rank and dignity. 'I'he major-generals, 
being poffeffed of fo much difiinct j urifdiCl:ion, began to 
cfiablilh a feparate title to power, and had rendered them
felves formidable to the proteCtor himfelf; and for this 
inconvenience, though he had not forefeen it, he well 
knew, before it was too late, to provide a proper remedy. 
Claypole, his fon~in-law, who poffeifed his confidence, 
~bandoned them to the pleafure of the houfe; and though 
the name was frill retained, it was agreed to abridge, or 
rather entirely annihilate, the power of the m~jor-gene-
rals. · 

AT lafr, a motion in form was made by alderman 
Pack, one of the city members, for invefiing the protec
tor with the dignity of king. This motion, at firfr, ex
cited great diforder, and divided the whole houfe into 
parties. The chief oppofition came from the ufual ad
herent~ of the protector, the major-generals and fuch 
•flicers as depended Qn them, Laltlbert, a man of deep 

intd~ue 

9 
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intrigue and of great intereft in the army, had long eti..: 
tertained the ambition of fucceeding Cromwel in the 
proteCl:orlhip ; and he forefaw, that, if the monarchy were 
reftored, hereditary right would alfo be efl:ablilhed, and 
the crown be tranfmitted to the pofl:erity of the prince 
firft elected. He pleaded, therefore, confcience; and 
rouzing all thofe civil and religious jealoufies againfr 
kingly government, which had been fo induftriou!ly en
couraged among the foldiers, and which fervcd them as a 
pretence for fo many violences, he raifed a numerous, 
and frill more formidable party againft the motion. 

On the other hand, the motion was fupported by every 
one, who was more particularly devoted to the protector, 
and who hoped, by fo acceptable a meafure, to pay court 
to the prevailing authority. Many perfons alfo, attached 
to their country, defpaired of ever being able to fubvert 
the prefent illegal efl:abliiliment, and were defirous, by 
fixing it on ancient foundations, to induce the protec .. 
tor, from views of his own fafety, to pay a regard to the 
ancient laws and liberties of the kingdom. Even the 
royalifl:s imprudently joined in the meafure ; and hopid, 
that, when the queftion regarded only perfons, not forms 
of government, no one would any longer balance between 
the ancient royal family, and an ignoble ufurper, who, 
by blood, treafon, and perfidy, had made his way to the 
throne. The bill was voted by a confiderable majority; 
and a committee was appointed to reafon with the pro
tector, and to overcome thofe fcruples, which he pre
tended againfl: accepting fo liberal an offer. 

THE conference lafl:ed for feveral days. The com
mittee urged, that all the fiatutes and cufioms of England 
were founded on the fuppofition of regal authority, and 
could not, without extreme violence, be adjufied to any 
other form of government : That a proteCtor, except 
during the minority of a king, was a name utterly un-

. known 
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known to the laws; and no man was acquainted with C H A P. 
h I. . f h" h . Th . . LXI. t e extent or 1m1ts o IS aut onty: at 1f 1t was ~ 

attempted to define every part of his jurifditl:ion, many 1657• 

years, if not ages, would be required for the execution 
of fo complicated a work ; if the whole power of the 

king was at once transferred to him, the queftion was 
plainly about a name, and the preference was undifputa-
bly due to the ancient title: That the Englilh conftitution 
was more anxious concerning the form of government 
than concerning the birthright of the firft magi:fl:rate, 
and had provided, by an exprefs law of Henry VII. for 
the fecurity of thofe who act in defence of the king in 
being, by whatever means he might have acquired pof-
feffion: That it was extremely the interefl of all his 
Highnefs's friends to feek the fhelter of this :fl:atute; and 
even the people in general wt re defirous of [ uch a fettle-
ment, and in all juries were with great difficulty induced 
to give their verdicr in fa\'our of a protector: That the 
great fource of all the late commotions had b~~n the 

. jealoufy of liberty; and that a republic, together with a 
protector, had been cfiablifhcd in order to provide farther 
fecurities for the freedom of the confi:itution; but that 
by experience the remedy had been found infufficient, 
even dangerous and pernicious; fince every undeter
minate power, fuch as that of a protector, mufr be ar
bitrary; and the more arbitrary, as it was contrary to the 
genius and inclination of the people. 

THE difficulty confifred not in pcrfwading Cromwel. 
He was fufficiently convinced of the folidity of thefe rea
fonings; and his inclination, as well as judgement, was 
entirely on the fide of the committee. But how to bring 
over the foldiers to the fame way of thinking was tl·e 
quefiion. The office of king had been p int d to them 
in fuch horrible colours, that there were no hopes of 

reconciling them fuddenly to it, even though befiowed 
, 6 upon 
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C H A P. upon their general, to whom they w~re fo much devoted. 

~ A contradiction, open and direCt, to all ·pafr profeffions 

1657. would make them pafs, in the eyes of the whole nation, 

for the mofr fhamelefs hypocrites, inlifi:ed, by no other 
than mercenary motives, in the caufe of the mofi: per
fidious traitor. Principles, fuch as they were, had been 

encouraged in them by every confideration, human and 
divine; and though it was eafy, where interefr concurred, 

to deceive them by the thinnefl: difguifes, it might be found 

dangerous at once to pull off the mafque, and to Chow 

them in a full light the whole crime ano deformity of 

their conduCt. Sufpen.dcd between thefe fears and his 

own mofr ardent defires, Cromwel protraCl:ed the time, 
and feemed fiill to oppofe the reafonings of the com

mittee; in hopes, that by artifice he might be able to 

reconcile the refraCtory minds of the foldiers to his new 

dignity. 

vVHILE the protettor argued fo much in contradiction 

both to his judgement and inclination, it is no wonder, 

that his elocution, always confufed, embarraffed, and 

unintelligible, fhould be involved in tenfold darknefs, 

and difcover no glimmering of common fenfe or reafon. 

An exaCt account of this conference remains, and may 

be regarded as a great curiofity. The members of the 

committee, in their reafonings, difcover judgement, know .. 
ledge, elocution: Lord Broghill in particular exerts him

felf on this memorable occafion. But what a contrail, 

when we pafs to the protector's replies ! After fo fingular 

a manner does nature difhibute her talents, that, in a na

tion abounding with fenfe and learning, a man, who, by 

fuperior perfonal merit alone, had made his way to fu

preme dignity, and had even obliged the parliament to 

make him a tender of the crown, was yet incapable of 

~xpreffing himfelf 9n this occafion, but in a manner 
which 
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which a peafant of the mofl: ordinary capacity would C ~X~ p. 
j ufil y be afhamed of . '-'' 

THE oppo!ition, which Cromwcl dreaded, w2s not 
t!ut which came from Lambert and his adherents, vvhom 
he now regarded as e-a )Ita] enemies, and whom he w<:s 
rcfol ved, on t:1c hrfl: occafion, to deprive of all pov.,er and 

a11thority: It was that whic!-1 he met with in his cvrn 
family, anci from men, who, by intereil: as well as "ncl~-

h We /hall produce any paffi ge at random: For his difcourfe is all of a 

pi~ce. " I confefs, for it behaYes me to deal plainly with ycu, I mull con

'' fefs, I would fay, I hope, I may be undertlo~d in this, for indeed I mull: 
" l>c tellder what I [ay to fuch an audience as this; I[. y, I ""ould be mder-

1tcod, that in this arg•1ment I do mt m'kc parali~l betwixt men of a Jif
" f~'rent mind and a parliament, which ihall have tht>ir de!lr<!s, I know 

" there is no comparifon, nor can it be urged upon me, that my words bn·e 
'' the leafl: colour that way, becaufe the parliament fccms to give lib~rty to 

'· me to fay any thing to you; ns that, that is a tender of 1r.y humble reafvns 

" and judgement and opinion to them; and if I think they nre fuch anJ will 

" be fuch to them, and are fJithful fervants and w.ill be fo to the fupre~e 
" a•.Jthority, and tt e legiflJtive wherefoever it is: If I fay, I f11ould not 

" tdl ycu, knowing their minas to be fo, I fho~J!d not be faithful, if I 
'" ihould not tell you f.•, to the end yo11 may report it to the p:adiament: I 

" fhall [;;y fomething for myfelf, for my own mind, I do prof.·:s it, I am 

" not a man fcrupulous about \i:ords or names of fuch things I· have not: 

'' But a~ I h~ve the word of God, 2nd I hope I fh:!ll ever have i:, fer the 

" rule of my confcience, for rr.y inform"tiom; fo truly men that have been 

'' led in d,nk paths, through the providence and Jifpenfation of Go ; why 

" furely it is not to be objected to ::t man; for who can love to walk in the 

" dark? But providence does fo difpofe, And though a man may impute 

" h's own folly and blindnefs to pro11idence finfully, yet it mull: be at my 
'' peril; the cafe may be that it is the providence of God. that doth lead 

" men in darknefs: I mull: need fay, that I have had a great deal of experi• 

" ence of providence, and though it is no rule without or againfl: the word, 
" yet it is a very good expofitor of the word in many cafes." Confi:rer.ce at 
l?hiuhall. The great defect in Oliver's fpeeches confifis not in his want of 

elocution, but in his want of ideas. The fagacity of his aCtions, and the 

abfurJity of his difcourfe, form the moll: prodigious contraft that ever w~s 
known. The colleCtion of all his fpeeches, letters, fermons (for he alfo 

-wrote famons) would make a great curiofity, and with a few exception5 

m1ght jufl:Jy pafs for one of the moll: nonfenfi,al books in the world, 

VoL. VU, .oation, 

1()51• 
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nation, were the moft devotcJ to him. Fleetwood had 
married his daughter : Dcfborow his fifier : Yet thefe 
men, aCtuated by principle alone, could, by no perfwa
fion, artifice, or entreaty, be induced to confent, that 
their friend and patron fhould be invefied with regal dig
nity. They told him, that, if he 2cccpted of the crown, 
they would infrantly throw up their commiffions, and 
never afterwards iliould have it in their power to ferve 
him i. Colonel Pride procured a petition againft the 
office of king, figned by a majority of th~ officers, who 
were in London and the neighbourhood. Several perfons, 
it was faid, had entered into an engagement to murder 
the proteCtor within a few hours after he iliould have 
accepted the offer of the parliament. Some fudden mu
tiny in the army was jufily dreaded. And upon the 
whole, Cromwel, after the agony and perplexity of long 
doubt, was at lafi obliged to rcfufe that crown, which 
the reprcfentatives of the n~tion, in the mofr folemn 
manner, had tendered to him. l\.1oil: hiilorians are in
dined to blame his choice ; but he mufr be allowed the 
befr judge of his own fituation. And in fuch compli
cated fubjcB:s, the alteration of a very minute circum
ftance, unknown to t' e fpcB:ator, will often be fufficient 
to caft the balance, and render a determination, which, 
in itfelf, may be uneligible, very prudcLt, er even abfo .. 
lutely necdfary to the aB:or. 

A DREAM or prophecy, lord Clarendon mentions, 
which, he affirms, (and he muft have known the truth) 
was univerfally talked of almofr from the beginning of the 
civil wars, and long before Cromwcl was fo confiderable 
a pcrfon as to befl:o\V upon it any degree of probability. 
In this prophecy it was foretold, that Cromwel fhould be 
the greatefi man in England, and would nearly, but ne
ver would fully) mount the throne. Such ;1 prepoifeffion 

i Thur!oe, vol. Ti, p. 2.6r• 

probahl}' 
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~obably arofe from the heated imagination either of him- C H A P. 
LXI • .fdf or of his followers ; and as it might be one caufe of "--v--..1 

the great progrefs, which he had already made, it is not J6S]. 

an unlikely reafon, which may be affigned, for his refu-
fing at this time any farther elevation. 

TnE parliament, when the regal dignity was rejected 
by Cromwel, found themfelves obliged to retain the name 
of a commonwealth and protector; and as the gove.:-n
rhent was hitherto a manifeft ufurpation, it was thought 
proper to fancrify it by a feeming choice of tHe people and 
their reprefentativcs. Infread of the i1!Jlrument of goven1-
7Hent, which was the work of the general officers alone, 

~m humble petition and advice was framed, and offered to I??mble .re~ 
tttzon an. the protector by the parliament. This was reprefented as advice. 

the great bafis of the republican eftablilhment, regulating 
and limiting the powers of each member of the confi:itu-
tion, and fecuring the liberty of the peorle to the tnofl: 
remote pofterity. By this deed, the authority of protec-
tl)r was in fome particulars enlarged: In others, it was 
confiderably diminifhed. He had the power of nominat-
ing his fuccdfor; he had a perpetual revenue' affigned 
him, a million a year for the pay of the Rcet and army, 
three hundred thoufand pounds for the fupport of ci\'il 
government; and he had authority to name ailother houfe; 
who ihould enjoy their feats during life, and exercife. 
fDme funCtions of the former houfe of peers. But he 
abandoned the power affi,med in the intervals of parlia-
ment, of framing laws with the confent of his council ; 
and he agreed, that no members of either houfe ihould be 
excluded but by the confent of that houfe, of which they 
were members. The other article3 were in the main the 
fame as in the inftrument of government. rrhe infiru-
ment of government Cromwel had formerly extolled a3 
the moit perfect work of human invention: He now re-
r~fcnted it as a rotten plank, upon which no man could 

T 2 truft 
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c H A P. trufi: himfelf without finking. Even the humble petition 
"-~ and advice, which he extolled in its turn, appeared fo 

1 657• lame and imperfect, that it was found requifite, this very 
feffion, to mend it by a fupplement; and after all, it may 
be reg2.rded as a crude and undige!ted model of govern
ment. It was~ however, accepted for the voluntary deed 
of the whole people in the three united nations; and 
Cromwcl, as if his power had ju!t commenced from this 
popular confent, was anew inaugurated in W efl:minHcr 
Hall, after the mofl: folemn and mofl: pompous manner. 

•6th June. . THE parliament having adjourned itfclf, the proteCl:or 
deprived Lambert of all his commiffions; but frill allow
ed him a confiderable penfion, of 2000 pounds a year, as 
a bribe for his future peaceable deportment. Lambert'" 
authority in the army, to the furprife of every body, was 
found immediately to expire with the lofs of his commif
.fion. Packer and fome other officers, whom Cromwel 
fufpetl:ed, were alfo difplaced: 

RicHARD, eldefl: fon of the protetl:or, was brought t(} 
court, introduced into public bufinefs, and thenceforth 
regarded by many as his heir in the protetl:orihip; though 
Cromwel fometimes employed the grofs artifice of Batter
ing others with hopes of the fucceffion. Richard was a 
perfon po!feffed of the mofl: peaceable, inoffenfive, unam
bitious charatl:er; and had hitherto lived contentedly in 
the country on a fmall efrate, which his wife had brought 
him. All the atl:ivity, which he difcovered, and which 
never was great, was however exerted to beneficent pur
pofes : At the time of the king's trial, he had fallen on 
his knees before his father, and had conjured him, . by 
every tye of duty and humanity, .to fpare the life of that 
monarch. Cromwel had two daughters unmarried : One 
of them he now gave in marriage to the grandfon and 
heir of his great friend, the earl of \V a:rwic, with whom 
be had, in every fortune, preferved an uninterrupted in-

timacy 

,, .. , .. ,...,. 
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tirnacy and good corrcfpondence: The other, he married C H ,A P. 

to the vifcount Fauconberg, of a family, formerly de- LJ~ 
voted to the royal party. He was ambi .. ious of forming 1 657· 

conncxions with the nobility; and it was one chief mo-
tive for his defiring the title (}f king, that he might re-
place every thing in its natural order, and rcfrorc, to the 
~ncieHt families, that trufr and honour, of which he now 
found himfelf obliged, for his own fafety~ to deprive 
them. 

THE parliament .was again affembled; confill-ing, as t6s8. 
· h · zo~h Jan. m t e times of monarchy, of two houfcs, the commons 
and the other houfe. Cromwcl, during the interval, had 
fent writs to his houfe of peers, which confified of fixty 
members. They were compofed of five or fix ancient 
peers, of feveral gentlemen of fortune and difiinction, 
and of fome officers who had rifen from the meanefi p o-
fcffions. None of the ancient peers, hO\,·cver, though 
fummoned by writ, would deign to accept of a feat, 
which they muft ihare with fuch companions as were 
:tffigned them. The protector endeavoured at firfi to 
maintain the appearance of a legal magifiratc. He placed 
no guard at the door of either hou!e: But foon found 
how incompatible liberty is with military ufurpations. 
By bringing fo great a number of his friends and adherents 
into the other houfe, he had Iofr the majority among the 
national reprefentatives. In confequence of a claufe in 
the humble pet1tion and advice, the c.ommons a£fumed a 
power of re-admitting thofc members, whom the council 
had formerly excluded. Sir Arthur Hazclrig and fome 
others, whom Cromwcl had created lords, rather chofc 
to take their feat with the commons. An incontefiible 
majority now declared themfelvcs againft the protector; 
and they refufed to acknowledge the jurifdicl:ion of that 
other houfe, which he had efrabli{hed. Even the vali-
~ity of the humble petition and advice was qucftione<.l; 

T3 a 
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c H .A P. as hcing voted by a parliament, which lay unc!er force, 
! ,XI . 1 • h d . d b ·1· . 1 f fi 1 ...... -,,.....-i ana wh1c was epnvc y m1 1tary vto ence o a con 1-

. 16.>:::. derable number of its members. --rhe protecror, dread

ing combinations bctwce~ the parliament and the malcon

tents in the army, was refolved to allow no leifure for 
the forming any conlp;racy againfl: him; and with great 

Jt~1 Feb. cxpreffions of anger and difpleafure, he diffolvcd the par 
liament. When urged by Flcetwood and others of hi~ 
friends not to precipitate himfelf into this rafh mcafure, 
~e fwore by the living God, that they fhould not fit ~ 
moment longer. 

THESE difrracrions at home were not able to take off 
the protecror's attention fro!ll foreign affairs; and in all 
his meafures he proceeded -vvith the fame vigour and cn
terprize, as if fecure of the duty and attachment of the 
three kingdoms. His alliance with Sweden he frill fup
ported; and he endeavoured to affift that crown in its 
fucce~·ful enterprizes, for reducing all its neighbours to 
fubjccrion, and ren 'ering itfelf abfolute mafrer of the 
.:f3altic. As foon as Spain d dared war again:£1: him, he 
concluded a peace and an alliance with France, a:1q 
united himfe]f in all his counfels with that potent anq 
ambitious kingdom. Spain, having long courted in vain 
the friendfl1ip of the fuccefsful ufurpcr, was reduced at 
lafl: to apply to the unfortunate prince. Charles formed 
a league with Philip, rcmoi!cd his fmall court to Bruges 
in the Low Countries, and raifed four regiments of his 
own fubjeCls, Fhom he employed in the Spanifh {ervicc. 
The duke of York, \V he had, with applaufe, ferved fome 
~ampaigns in the French army, and who had merited the 
particular efteem .of mar.fhaJ 1'ur nne, now joined his 
~rcthcr, and continued to feek milita'"y experience under 
don John of Aufiria and the prince of Condc. 

THE fcheme of fore gn politics, adopted by the pro
tet1or~ was ~ighly imprudc!1t, but was fuitable to that 

magnanimity 
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magnanimity and enterprize, with which he was fo fig- c H .A P. 
J.XI. 

nally endowed. He was particularly defirous of conqucfl: ~ 
and dominion on the continent k; and he fent over into I65S. 

Flanders fix thoufand men under Reynolds, who joined 
the French army commandea by 'I'urenne. In the former 
campaign, Mardyke was ta,ccn, and put into the hands 
of the Englifh. Early this campaign, fiegc was laid to 
Dunkirk; and when the Sp~nifl1 army advanced to re-
lieve it, the combined armies of France and England 
marched out of their trenches, and fought the battle of 
the Dunes, where the Spaniards were totally defeated 1• 

The valour of the Eng1ifh was much remarked on this 
occafion. Dunkirk, being foon after furrendercd, was Dunkirk 

b d 1. , d C I H . d h taken, y agreement e 1vere to romwe. e comm1tte t e 
government of that important place to Lockhart, a 
Scotch man of fl,hility, who had married his niece, and 
was his ambaffador at the court of France. 

THIS acquifition was regarded by the protetl:or as the 
means only of obtaining farther aclvantages. He was re-

k He afpired to get po!fcffiort of Ellinore and the pa!fage of the Sound. 

See World's Miftake in Oli>t•cr Crom'lt.:tl. He alfo endea\·ou1ed to get pofidiion 

of Bremen, Thurloe, vol. vi. p. 478. 
1 1t was remarked by the faint~ o- that time, tl1a l c battle was fought 

on a day which was held for a fait in Lon{1on, fo that as FJeetwoJd faid 

(Thurloe, vol. vii, o. 15.9·) while \\e we•·e >raying, they were fighting; 
and the Lord hath g:v~n a fignal anfwer, T!.e Lord has not only owned us 
in our work there, but in our wai•!o;; u on him in a way of prayer, whic 1 

is indeed our old expe•ienc~d ap!lroved way in aii .ll:reights and difficulties. 
Cromwel's letter to Elake :~nd .Montague, his brave admirals, is remarkable 

for the fame fpirit. Thurloe, vol. iv. p. i44• You have, fa)·s he, as I 

verily believe and 2m perfuaced, a pkntiful fiotk of prayers going for you 
clJily, feut up by the fcber~lt anrl mcfi approved miniflers and chriftians in 
t;1is nation, and, not\\i:hfianding fome difcouragement~, very much wreil:
ling of faith for you, \\ htch arc :o m, and I truft will be to you, matter of 

treat encourage-ment. Rut notwithfi:anding all thi~, it will he good fer you 
and us to deliver tip ourf lves :~nd all out· aflairs to the d:fpolition of our all. 

wife Father, who not only out of prerog::ti..-::, but bccaufe of his goodnefs, 
wifdom and truth, 0ught to be rdigned unto by hi creature~~ efperially tlwfe 

who ar children of his be~e ting through the f,ririr, &c. 

'T 4 folvcd 
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C H A P. foh·cJ to concert meafures with the French court for the LXI. 

\.---...--.1 final conqndl: and partition of the Low Countr!'-s m. 
1

658. Had he lived much longer, and maintained his authority 
in En.'!land, fo chirnerical or rather fo dangerous a pro
ject, would certainly have been carried into execution. 
And this firfl: and principal fi:ep towards more extcnfi.ve 
conqucft, which France, during a whole c.cntury, h<1s 
never yet been able, by an infinite cxpence of blood and 
treafure, fulJy to attain, had at once bec.n accomplilhed 
by the enterprizing, though unikilful politics of Crom
\vcl. 

DuRING thefe tranfaB:ions, great demonfi:rations of 
mutual friendfhip and regard pdfed between the French 
king and the proteCtor. Lord Fauconberg, Cromwel's 
fon-in-law, was difpatchcd to Louis, then in the camp 
before Dunkirk; and was received with the fame regard, 
ufually payed to foreign princes by the French court n. 

l~1azarine fent to London his nephew l\1ancini, along 
with the duke of Crcqui; and exprdfed his regret, that 
h:s urgent affairs ihould deprive him of the honour, 
which he had long wdhed for, of paying, in perfon, his 
refpetl:s to the greatefr man in the world 0 • 

THE proteCtor reaped little fatisfaB:ion from the fuc
cefs of his arms abroad: The fituation, in which he 

flood at home, kept him in perpetual unea:finefs and in
<}uietude. His adminiflration, fo expenfive both by mi
litary enterprizes and fecret intelligence, had exhaufred 
his revenue, and involved him in a con:fiderable debt, 
The royalifis, he heard, had renewed thei.r confpiracies, 
for a general infurreB:ion; and Ormond was fecretly 

come over with a view of concerting meafures for the 

m Thur!oe, vol. i. p. 762. n Ibid. vol. vii. p. I 5 r, J 58. 
o In reality the cardinal had not entertained fo high an idea of Crorr:wel. 

He ufed to fay, that he was a fortunate madman. Vie de Cromwel par 
Raguenet. See alfo Carte's ColleCl:ion, vol. ii. p, 81, Gumble·s Life of 

.Monk, P• 93• World's Miftake in~. Cromwel, t. 

execution 
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execution of this projeCl:. Lord Fairfax, Sir William c H A P. 

vVailer, and many heads of the prcfbytcrians, had fccretly ~ 
entered into the engagement. Even the army was in- 165B. 

feCl:ed wrlh the general fpirit of difcontent; and fome 
fudden and dangerous eruption was every moment to be 
dreaded from it. No hopes remained, after his violent 
breach with the ]aft parliament, that he would ever be 
able to efiabliih, with general confer!t, a legal fettlement~ 
or temper the military with any mixture of civil autho-
r ity. All his arts and policy were exhauficd; and hav-
ing fo often, by fraud and falfe pretences, deceived every 
party, and almofr every individual, he could no longer 
hope, by repeating the fame prufcffions, to meet w·th 
equal confidence and regard. 

HowEVER zealous the royalifts, their confpiracy took 
not effect: Willis difcove:-cd tl e whole to the protector. 
Ormond was obliged to fly, and he deemed himfclf for
tunate to have efcaped fo vigilant an adminifiration. 
Great numbers were thrown into prifon. A high court 
of jufiice was anew erected for the trial of thofe criminals, 
whofe guilt was moPe apparent. N otwithfianding the 
recognition of his authority by the lafr parliament, the 
protector could not, as yet, trufr to an unbyaffed jury. 
Sir Henry Slingfby, and Dr. Huet were condemned and 
beheaded. Mordaunt, brother to the earl of Pcterborow, 
narrowly efcaped. The numbers for his condemnation 
and his acquittal were equal; and jufr as the fentence 
was pronounced in his favour, colonel Pride, who was 
refolved to condemn him, came into court. Aihton, 
Storey, and Beftley were hanged in different frreets of the 
city. 

THE confpiracy of the Millenarians in the army fl:ruck 
Cromwel with :frill greater apprchcnfions. Harrifon and 
the other difcarded officers of that party could not remain 
at .refr. Stimulated equally by revenge, by ambition, 

and 

9 
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C ~x~. P. and by confcience, they fiill harboured in their breafi: 

,'-""""'""" fomc defpcrate project; and there wanted not oHieers in 
l

6
.5
8

• the army, who, fr;m like motives, were difpofed to fe
cond all their undertakings. The levellers and agitators 
had been encouraged by Cromwel to interpofe with their 
advice in all political deliberations ; and he had even pre
tended to honour many of them with his intimate friend
thip, while he conducted his daring enterprizes againft 
the king and the parliament. It was an.. ufual praCl:ice 
with him, in order to familiarize himfe1f the more with 
the agitators, who were commonly corporals or ferjeants~ 
to take them to bed with him, and there, after prayers 
and exhortations, to difcufs together their projeCl:s and 
principles, political as well as religious. Having afiumed 
the dignity of protector, he excluded them from all his 

· councils, and had neither leifure nor inclination to 
.indulge them any farther in their wonted familiarities. 
Among thofe who were enr:1ged at th!s alteration wa~ 
Sexby; an active agitator, who now employed againfr 

:bim all that rdHefs induf1ry, which h:1d formerly been 
exerted in his favour. He t:vcn went fo far as to enter 
into a negotiation with Spain; and Cromwel, who knew 
the diftempers of the army, was jufl:Iy afraid of fome 
mutiny, to which a day, an hour, an infr<!nt, might 
provide leaders. 

OF afi"affinations Iikewife he w::ts ~pprehcnfive, from 
the zealous fpirit, which acru~~ted the ioldiers. Sindcr
come had undertaken to murder him; and, by tqe mqil: 
ltnaccount .. bie accidents, had often been prev~nted from . 
executing his bloody purpofe. His deiign was clifco
vered; but the protector could never find the bottom of 
the entcrprize, nor detect any of his accomplices. He 

was tried by a jury; and notwithfi:anding the general 
odium attending that crime, notwithftanding the clear 
2nd full proof of his guilt, fo little conviCtion prevailed 

of 
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pf the proteCtor's right to the fupreme government, it C H ,A P.. 

was with the utmoft difficulty P that this confpirator was~ 
condemned. "\Vhen every thing was prepared for his 16sS~ 
execution, he was found dead; from poifon, as is fup-
pofed, which he had voluntarily taken. 

THE proteB:or might better have fupported thofe fears 
and apprehenfions, which the public diftempers occa.: 
fioned, had he enjoyed any dom~fiic fatisfaCl:ion, or pof
fefTed any cordial friend of his O\Vn family, in whofe 
pofom he could fafcly have unloz.ded his anxious and cor
roding cares. But Flcetwood, his foD-in-law, aCl:uated 
with the wildeft zeal, began to eftrangc himfdf from him; 
and was enraged to difcover, that Cromwcl, in all hii 
enterprizes, had entertained views of promoting his own 
grandeur, more than of encouraging piety and religion, 
of which he made fuch fervent profcffions. His eldeft 
daugl ter, married to Fleetwood, had adopted republican 
principles fo vel cment, that !he could not with patience 
behold power lodged in a fingle perfon, even in her in
dulgent father. His other daughters were no lefs preju
diced in favour of the royal caufe, and regreted the 
violences and iniquities, into which, they thought, their 
family had fo unhappily been tranfported. But above all, 
the ficknefs of Mr-. Claypolc, his peculiar favorite, a 
lady endued with ITI?ny humane virtues 2 and amiable ac
~omplifhments, deprcfled his anxious mind, and poifoncd 
~11 his cnjoyments. She ha.d entertnined a high regara 
for Dr. Huet, lately executed; and b~ing refufed his par
don, the melancholy of her temper, ncreafcd by her 
diftcmpered body, had prompted her to lament to heli 
father all his fanguinary meafures, and urge him to com
punCtion for thofe heinous crimes, into which his fatal 
f-!?bition had betrayed him. Her death, which followed 

P ':!'hurloe, vo], vi, P• 53• 

foon 
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c H A P. foon after, gave new edge to every word, which fhe had LXT. 
\..--v--1 uttered. 

J658. ALL compofure of mind was now for ever fled from the 
proteCl:or: He felt, that the grandeur, which he had at
tained with fo much guilt and courage, could not enfure 
him that tranquillity, which it belongs to virtue alone, 
and moderation fully to afcertain. Overwhelmed with 
the load of public affairs, dreading perpetually fome fatal 
accident in his diftempered government, feeing nothing 
around him but treacherous friends or enraged enemies, 
poifeffing the confidence of no party, re:fting his title on 
no principle, civil or religious, he found his power to 
depend on fo delicate a poize of factions and intercfrs, as 
the fmallefi: event was able, without any preparati-< in 
a moment to overturn. Death too, which, with fuch 
.:fignal intrepidity, he had braveu in the field, being incef
fantly threatened by the poniards of fanatical or intcrefied 
affaffins, was ever prefent to his terrified apprehenfion, and 
haunted him in every fcene of bufinefs or repofe. Each 
aCtion of his life betrayed the terrors under which he. 
laboured. The afpetl: of fhangers was uneafy to him: 
\Vith a piercing and anxious eye he furveyed every face, 
to which he was not daily accu:ftomed. He never moved 
a fiep without fl:rong guards attending him : He wore 
armour under his deaths, and farther fecured himfelf by 
offenfive weapons, a fword, falchion, and pifl:ols, which 
he always carried about him. He returned from no place 
by the direCl: road, or by the fame way which he went. 
Every journey he performed with hurry and precipita
tion. Seldom he flept above three nights together in the 
fame chamber: And he never let it be known beforehand 
what chamber he intended to choofe, nor entru:fl:ed him
felf in any, which was not provided with back-doors, at 
which fentinels were carefully placed. Society terrified 
him, while he refleeted on his numerous, unknown, and 

implacable 
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implacable enemies : Solitude ::tfl:onifhed him, by with- c E A P. 
• • Jr LXI. drawing th,at protcC:hon, which he found fo necenary for c..--...--J 

his fecurity. 1658. 

His body alfo, frorri the contao-ion of his anxious Sicknefs of 
• . 

0 
the prote~· mmd, began to be affected ; and h1s health feemed very tor. 

fenfibly to decline. He was feizcd with a flow fever, 
which changed into a tertian ague. For the fpace of a 
week, no dangerous fymptorns appeared; and in the in~ 
tervals of the fits he was able to walk abroad. At length,. 
the fever encreafed, and he himfelf began to entertain 
fome thoughts of death, and to cafi: his eye towards that . 
future exiil:ence, whofe idea had once been intimately 
prefent to him ; though fince, in the hurry of affairs, 
and in the fhock of w .... rs and factions, it had, no doubt, 
been confiderably obliterated. He afked Goodwin, one 
of his preachers, if the doctrine were true, that the eleCl: 
could never fall or fuffer a final reprobation. " Nothing 
" more certain," replied the preacher. " Then am I 
" fafe," faid the protector : " For I am fure that once I 
" was in a frate of grace." 

His phyficians were fenfible of the perilous condition, 
to which his difremper had reduced him: But his chap
lains, by their prayers, vifi.ons, and revelations, fo 
buoyed up his hopes, that he began to believe his life 
out of all danger. A favourable anfwer, it was pre
tended, had been returned by heav~n to the petitions of 
all the godly; and he relied on their affeverations much 
more than on the opinion of the mofr experienced phyfi
cians. " I tell you," he cried with confidence to the lat
ter, " I tell you, I fhall not die of this difremper: I am 
" well affured of my recovery. It is promifed by the 
" Lord, not only to my fupplications, but to thofe of 
" men who hold a fhicter commerce and more intimate 
" correfpondence with him. Ye may·have fkill in your 
., profeffion ~ but natur~ can do more than all the phy-

" fici::ms 
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c H A P. " ficians in the world, and God is far above nature <J.'" 
~Nay, to fuch a degree of madnefs did their enthufiafi:ic 

J65!. affuranccs mou11~, that, upon a fait day, which waS' 
obfervcd, on his account; both at Hampton Court and at 
\Vhite-hall, they did not fo rr:uch pray for his health, as 
give thanks for the undoubted pledges, which they had 
received of his recovery. He himfelf was overheard ofFer
ing up his addreffes to heaven; and fo far had the illu
:fions of fanaticifm prevailed over the plainefi dicrates of 
11atural morality, that he afiumed more the charaCt:er of 
a mediator, in interceding for his people, than that of a 
criminal, whofe atrocious violation of facial duty had, 
from every tribunal, human and divine, merited the 
feverefi vengeance. 

MEANWHILE all the fymptoms began to wear a more 
fatal afpeB:; and the phyficians were obliged to break 
.:filence, and to declare that the proteB:or could not furvive 
the next fit, with which he was threatened. The coun
cil was alarmed. A deputation was fent to know his 
will with regard to his fucceffor. His fenfes were gone, 
and he could not now exprefs his intentions. The:;'" 
a!ked him whether he did not mean, that his eldefr fon, 
Richard, fhould fucceed him in the proteCt:odhip. A 
fimple affirmative was, or feemed to be extorted front 
him. Soon after, on the 3d of September, that very 
day, which he had always confidered as the mofr for.: 

liis death, tunatc for him, he expired. A violent tempefr, which 
immediately fu~cceded his death, fervcd as a fubjeCt: of 
difcourfe to the vu!~ar. His partizans, as ·well as his 
opponents, were fond of rem:lrking this event; and each 
of them endeavoured, by forced inferences, to interpret 
it as a confirmation of their particular prejudices. 

and ~harac- ·THE writers, ~ttached to the memory of this wonder· 
~r. 

ful perfon, make his charaB:er, with regard to abilities; 

4i Bates: See a!fo Thurloe, vol. vi.i, P• 355, 41G, 
beat 

3 
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bear the air of the mofr extravagant panegyric : His C H A P. 
. r r. h r. . f h" 1 1· . LXI. enemies 10rm 1UC a repre1entatron o rs mora qua Itles ~ 

as refembles the mofr virulent invective. Both of them, 1658. 
it mufr be confefTed, arc fupported by fuch {hiking cir
t;umftances in his conduct and fortune as beftow on their 
reprefentation a great air of probability. " What can 
" be more extraordinary," it is fa id r, " than that a per-
u {on, of private birth and education, no fortune, no 
" eminent qualities of body, which have fometimes, nor 
" :!hining talents of mind, which have often raifed men 
" to the highcfr dignities, ihould have the courage to 
" attempt and the abilities to execute fo great a dcfign as 
" the fubverting one of the molt ancient and befr efta-
" blilhed monarchies in the world ? That he fhould 
" have the power and boldnefs to put his prince and ma-
" fter to an open and infamous death? Should banil11 
" . that numerous and ftrongly allied family ? Cover all 
'' thefe temeritie,s under a feeming obedience to a parlia-
" ment, in whofe fervice he pretended to be retained ? 
" Trample too upon that parliament in their turn, and 
" fcornfully expel them as foon as they gave him ground 
" of diffatisfatl:ion ? Erect in their place the dominion of 
" the faints, and give reality to the moR: vifionary idea, 
~' which the heated imagination of any fanatic was ever 
" able to entertain? Supprefs again that monfter in its 
" infancy, and openly fet up himfelf above all thing$ 
" that ever were called fovcreign in England ? Over-
" come fidl: all his enemies by arms, and all his friends 
" afterwards by artifice ? Serve all parties patiently for a 
" while, and command them Yictorioufly at laft? Over-
" run each corner of the thr'ee nations, and fubdue with 
~' equal facility, both the riches of the fouth, and the 
~' poverty of the north ? Be feared and courted by all 

r Cowley'& Difcov.rf~s: This patr~~e i~ altered il~ fome rarticulars from the 
ri~inal, 
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foreign princes, and be adopted a brother to the gods 

of the earth ? Call together parliaments with a v;ord 
of his pen, and fcatter them again with the breath of 
his mouth? Reduce to fubjcction a warlike and dif
contented nation, by means of a mutinous army? 
Command a mutinous army by means of feclitious and 

faB:ious officers? De humbly and daily petitioned, 

that he would be pleafed, at the rate of millions a 

year, to be hired as mafi:er of thofe who had hired him 

before to be their fervant? Have the efratcs and lives 
of three nations as much at his difpo ~al as was once the 

little inheritance of his father, and be as noble and 

liberal in the fpending of them? And lafrly (for there 

is no end of enumerating every particular of his glory) 

with one word bequeath all this power and fplendor to 

his pofierity? Die poJTeffed of peace at home and tri
umph abroad? Be buried among kings, and with more 

than regal folemnity ? And leave a name behind him 

not to be· extinguilhed but with the whole vvorld; 

which as it was too little for his praife, fo might it 

have been for his conquefi:s, if the fhort line of his 
mortal life could have fi:rctched out to the extent of his 

immortal defigns ?" 

MY intention is not to di:digure this piB:urc, drawn by 
fo mafrerly a hand: I £hall only endeavour to remove . 

from it fomewhat of the marvellous ; a circumfi:ance 

\\hich; on all occafions, gives much ground for doubt 

and fufpicion. It fecms to me, that the circumfrance of 

Cromwcl's life, in which his abilities are principally dif
covered, is his riling, from a private fration, in oppofi
tion to fo many rivals, fo much advanced before him, to 

a high command and authority in the army. His great 

courage, his fignal military talents, his eminent dexterity 

and addrefs, were all req uifite for this important acqui

fition, Yet will not this promotion appear the effect of 
fupernatural 
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rupernatural abilities, w'hen we confider, that Fairfax c H A P. 
LXT. himfelf, a private gentleman, who had not the advantage ~ 

of a fe~t in parliament, had, through the fame frcps, 16sS. 
attained even a fuperior rank, and, if endued with com-
~on capacity and penetration; had been able to retain it. 
T'o incite fuch an army to rebellion againfr the parlia-
ment, required no uncommon ~rt or indufl:ry: To have 
kept them in obedience had been the more difficult enter-
prize. When the breach was once formed between the 
military and civil powers, a filpreme and abfolute autho-
rity, from that moment, is devolved on the general ; 
and if he is afterwards pleafed to employ artifice or policy, 
it may be regardeJ, on mofr occafions, as great cond ·-
fcenfion, if not as fuperfluous caution. That Cromwel 
was ever able really to blind or over-reach, either the 
king or the republ icano, clo~s n0t appear : As they pof-
fdfcJ no means of rcfifting the force under his command1 
they were glad to temporize with him, and, by feeming 
to be deceived, wait for opportunities of freeing thcmfclves 
from his dominion. If he feduced the military fanatics 1 
it is to be confidered; that their inter fr and his evidently 
concurred, th.at their ignorance and low education ex-
pofecl them to the groffcfr impofition, and that he himfelf 
was at bottom as frantic an enthufiafl: as tlic.worfr of them, 
and, in order to obtain their confiJence, ne deJ but to 
difplay thofe vulgar and ridiculous habits, which he had 
early acquired, and on which he fet fo high a value. An 
army is fo forcible, and at the fame time fo coarfc a wea-
pon, that any hand, which wields it, may, without 
much dexterity, perform any operation, and attain any 
afcendant, in human fociety. 

THE domefric adminifiration of Cromwel, though. it 
difcovers great ability, was conducted wit4out any plan 
either of liberty or arbitrary power : Perhaps, his difficult 
fituation admitted of neither. His foreign enterprizcs, 

VoL. VII.. U th ugh 
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though full of intrepidity, were pernicious to national 
interefr, and feem more the refult of impetuous fury Gl" 

narrow prejudices, than of cool forefight and deliberation. 
An eminent perfonage, however, he ·was in many refpeB:s, 
and even a fuperior genius; but unequal and irregular in 
his operations. And though not defeB:ive in any talent, 
except that of elocution, the abilities, which in him were 
mofr admi~'!-ble, and which mofr contributed to his mar
vellous fuccefs, were the magnanimous refolution of his 
enterprizes, and his peculiar dexterity in difcovering the 
characters, and praetifing on the weakndfes of mankind. 

IF we furvey the moral character of Cromwel with that 
indulgence, which is due to the blindnefs and infirmities 
of the human fpccies, we !hall not be inclined to load his 
memory with fuch violent reproaches as thofe which his 
enemies ufually throw upon it. Amidfr the paffions and 
prejudices of that time, that he !hould prefer the parlia
mentary to the royal caufe, will not appear extraordinary ; 
fince, even at prefent, fome men of fenfe and knowledge 
are difpofed to think, that the quefrion, with regard to 
the jufricc of the quarrel, may be regarded as doubtful 
and ambiguous. The murder of the king, the moft atro
cious of all his aCtions, was to him covered under a 
mighty cloud of republican and fanatical illufions; and 
it is not impoffible, but he might believe it, as many 
others did, the mofr meritorious aB:ion, that he could 
perform. His fubfequent ufurpation was the effect of 
nece:ffity, as well as of ambition ; nor is it eafy to fee, 
how the various faCl:ions could at that time have been re
firained, without a mixture of military and arbitrary 
authority. The private deportment of Cromwel, as a 
fon, a hu!band, a father, a friend, is expofed to no con
fiderable cenfure, if it does not rather merit praife. And 
11pon the whole, his charatter does not appear more ex
traordinary and unufual by the mixture of fo much abfm-

dity 
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Hity with fo much penetration, th ... n by his temt)crin()" C H A P. 
r. h . 1 b' . d r. h 1 r . t. o LXI. JUC 'Io ent am 1t10n an tUc enrage tanattCJ m \1 th fu ...___..--J 
much regard to j ufiice and' humanity. 1658• 

CROMWEL was in the fifty-ninth year of hi~ aO'e \Vhcn 
h died. He was of a robufr frame of body, and of a 
manly, tliough not of an agreeable afpect. He left only 
t\.vo fons, Richard and Henry ; and three da 2htcrs ; one 
married to general Flcctwood, anoth r to 1ord Fr.ucon
bcrg, <! third to lord Rich. His father died when he was 

young. His mother lived till afrer he w2s protector; 

anc..l, contrary to her orders, he buried her with great 
pomp in Wefrminfter Abbey. She could not be pcrfu;d

cd, that his power or pcrfon was ever in fafety. At every 
noife, which fhe heard, fhe exclaimed, that her fon was 

murdered; and was never f:1.tisfied that he was alive, if 
fne did not receive frequent vifits from him. She was a 

decent woman; and by her frugality and induftr/ • ad 
raifed and educated a numerous family upon a fmall for

tune. She had even been obliged to fet up a brewery t 

Huntin6don, which fhe managed to good adv21!tagc. 

Hence Cromwel, in the invectives of t! at age, i.; oft12.1 
fiigmatizcd with the name of the Brewer. Ludlow, by 

way of infult, mentions the great acce11ion, which lw 
would receive to 1is royal revenues upon his mothe ·s 
death; who poffcti,;d a jointure of fixty pounds a year upon 
his eftate. She was of a good famil ... ·, of the name of 
Stuart; remotely alli d, as i~ by fom~ fuppofed, to th" 
royal family. 



~i HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN .. 

CHAP. LXII. 

Richard a~knowled~ ed proteflor--- A parliament--:. 

Cabal l{ WalliJtgford Houfe -~Richard depojed 

-----Lmg parliament or Rump re.ftored- Con

fpiracy of the ro;·alifls-lnfurreflion --Sup

pref!ed-. -Parliament expelled--Committee of 
fafety-Foreign affairs--General Mo1lk--

Monk declares for the parliame t-Parliammt 
reflored--Munk enters London, declares for a free 

parlian-ent- -Secluded members reflored-LoJ?g 

parlimrent dijfolved--New parliament--CJ"'he 

Refloraticn--A1mmers and arts. 

c H A P, ALL :he arts of Cromwel's policy had been fo often 
~ praCtifed, that they began to Io.fe their efFeCt; and 

J6,S8• his power, infl:ead of being confirmed by time and fuc
cefs, feemtd every day to become more uncertain and 
precarious. His friends the mofl: clofely conneCted with 
him, and \is counfcllors the mofl: trufl:ed, \Vere entering 
into cabah againfl: his authority; and with all his pene
tration int> the chara8:ers of men, he could not find any 
minifl:ers, on whom he could rely. lVIcn of probity and 
honour, h~ kne·w, would not fubmit to be the infl:ru
ments of an ufurpation, violent and illegal : Thofe, who 
were free ~rom the refl:raint of principle, might betray, 
for intere:f:, that caufe, in which, from no better mo
tives, they had inlifl:ed themfelves. Even thofe, on whom 
he confercd any favour, never deemed the recompence 

·an equivahnt for the §~h~~~s) rYh~dl they made to ob .. 

tain 
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tain it: Whoever was refufed any demand, jufl:ified his c H A P. . . LXII. anger by the fpcc10us colours of confc1ence and of duty.~ 
Such difficulties furrounded the protector, that his dying 16

58• 
4\.t fo critical a time, is efl:eemed by many the moft fortu-
nate circumfl:ance that ever attended him; and it was 
thought, that all his courage and dexterity could not 
much longer have extended ~is ufurped adminifl:ration. 

BuT when that potent hand was removed, which con
duCt:ed the government, every one expeCted a fudden dif
folution of the unwieldy and iil-jointed fabric. Richard, 
a young man of no experience, educated in the country, 
accufiomed to a retired life, unacquainted with the officers 
an~ unknown to them, recommended by no military ex·· 
ploits, endeared by no familiarities, could not long, it 
was thought, maintain that authority, which his father 
had acquired by fo many valorous atchievements, and 
fuch fignal fucceffes. And when it was obferved, that 
he poffeifed only the virtues of private life, which in his 
fituation were fo many vices; that indolence, incapacity, 
irrefolution attended his facility and good 11ature; the 
various hope$ of men were excited by the expeCtation of 
fome great event or revolution. For fome time, however, 
the public was difappointed in this opinion. The coun- Richard ac-' 

knowledt:,ed cil recognized the fucceffion of Richard : Fleetwood, in protccLr. 
whofe favour, it was fuppofed, Cromwel had formerly 
made a will, renounced all claim or pretention to the 
protecl:odhip: Henry, Richard's brother, who governed 
Ireland with popularity, enfured him the obedience of 
that kingdom : Monk, whofc authority was wc11 dl:a-
blif4ed ip. Scotland, being much attached to the family 
of Cromwel, immediately proclaimed the new protecror: 
The army, every where, the Beet, acknowledged his 
title : Above ninety addrcffe , from the counties and mofr 
confidcrf',ble corporations, congratulated him op his ac
ceffion, i.q all the terms of du if 1 allegiance: Foreigq 

U 3 minifters 
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c H A P. minificrs were for',:ar 1 in paying him the ufual compli:-
LXB. • . d b .. 
~ ments : And Ricl., anJ, whok mo erate, u11am 1twus 

J6s3. character, never would have led him to contend for em

pire, was tempted to accept of fo rich an inh~ritance, 
which feemed to be te1~dered t~ ~itn, by the cop.fe!1~ of 
all mankind. 

A parlia
fi1Cf1t· 

7th of Ja·. 
pu .... ry. 

IT was found ncceffary to call a parliament, in orde( 
to furni£h fupplics, poth for the ordinary adminiflration~ 
~nd for fulfilling thofc engagements wit4 foreign princes, 
particularly Sweden, into which the late protector had 
~ntcrcd. In hopes of obtaining greater influence in clec: 
tions, the ancient right was reftored to all the fmall bur

roughs; and the co!lnties were allowed no more than t~eir 

accufl:omcd members. The houfe of peers or the other 

houfe confiitcd of t4e fame perfons, that had been ap .. 
, , 1 f • I , 

pointed by Oliver. · 

AL~ the commons, at firfl, figned without hefitatio~ 
an engagement not to alter the prefent government. They 
next P.roc~edcd to exarpine ~he hu!nbl~ pc#tion and ad~ice; 
and after great oppofition and many vehement debates, it 
was, at ' lafr, with much difficulty, carried by the court
party to confirm it: An ~cknowlcdgement too of the 
authority of the othet houfe was extorted from t~em ~ 
though it was refolvcd not to treat this houfe of peers 

wi h any greater refpeCl: tha~ they fuould rctur~ t? t~e 
~ommons. A declaration was alfo made, that the efta
blifhmcnt of the other houfe fho~ld no wife pr~j udice 

the right of fuch of the ancient peers as ~ad, fro~n the 
't)eg!nn;t1g of the w~r, zdhcred to the parliamc~1t. But 
~~ all thcfc pro~e\~ings, the oppofition 'among the corn
me .s VJa5 {o . confidcr~!ble, and the debates were fo much 

. . . I 

·>ro ongc l, t~1at all bufit1e!s was retarded, and great alarm 
:_ivcn to the partizan!; of the youn~ protector. . . 

. I .. · • 0 

BuT there \~~s a~other qParter from which greater 
rl~ngers were jufHy a prc~1CJ1dcu. 'rhe mofr confiderab)~ 
• t I j 0 ~ I I 

officer~ 
• t I ~'. <f 0 ._ 
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. officers of the army, and even Fleetwood~ brother-in- C H A P. 
LXll. 

~aw to the protector, were entering into cabals againfl: '--.---1 
him. No character in human fociety is more dangerous 1 659• 

~han that of the fanatic ; 'Qec~ufe, if attended with weak 
judgment, he is expofed to the fuggeftions of o~hers; if 
fupportcd by more difcernment, he is entirely governed 

Ly his own illufions, which fanctify his moft felfi!h views 
and paffions. Flectwood was of the former fpecies; and 
being extremely addicted to a republic, and even to the 
fifth monarchy or dominion of the faints, it was eafy for 
thofe, who had infinuated themrelyes into his confidence, 
to infiil difgufis againfl: the dignity of protector. The 
whole republican party in the army, which was fiill con-:
fiderahfe, Fitz, Mafon, Mofs, Farley, united tqemfelves 
to that general. The officers too of the fame party, 
whom Cromwel had difcarded, Overton, Ludlow, Rich, 
Okey, Alured, began to appear, and to recover that au-
~hority, which had been only for a time fufpended. A 
party likewife, who found themfehres eclipfed in Richard's 

favour, Sydel).ham, Kelfey, Berry, Haines, joined the 
cabal of the others.. Even Deiliorow, the proteCtor's 
uncle, lent his authority to that faction. But above all, 
the intrigues of Lambert, who was now rouzed from 

~is retreat, inflamed all thofe dangerous humours, and 
threatened t e nation with fome great convulfion. All 
the difcontented officers efiablilhed their meeting<\ in 
Fleetwood's apartment3 ; and becaufe he dwelt in \Val- Cab:il of 

I. t: d h r. h . d d . . t:. Walling-mgiOf qu1e~ t . e party rece1ve a enommat10n 1rom ford-houf~. 
that place~ , ' 

RICHARD, who poffeffed neither refolution nor pene
~ration, was prevailed on to give an unguarded confent 
for calling a general council of officers, who might make 
him propofals, as they pretended, for the good of the 
army. No fooner were they affembled than they voted a 

remonftrance~ r~ey there lamented, that tbe good o/4 
U 4 &auft, 
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c L~I1. P. caufe, as they termed it, that ·is, the caufe, for which 
'--v--J they had engaged againfi the king, was entirely neglected; 

l 6 59~ and they propofed as a remedy, that the whole military 
power lhould be entrufir;:d to fome perfon, in whom they 
might all confide. The city militia, influenced by two 
aldermen, Tichburn and Ireton, expreffed the fame refo
lution of adhering to tke good old caufe. 

'rHE protector was ju:llly alarmed at thofe movements 
among the officers. The perfons, in whom he chiefly 
confided, were, all of them, excepting Broghill, men 
of civil characters and profeffions; Fiennes, Thurloe, 
Whitlocke, Wolfeley; who could only affifi him with 
their advice and opinion. He poffeffed none of thofc arts, 
which were proper to gain an enthufiaftic army. Mur~ 
murs being thrown out againft. forne promotions, which 
he had t:nade, lY-ould you ha7.Jt me, faid he, prefer none but 
the godly? Here is Dick lngoldfby, continued he, who cm~ 
neither pray nor prmch; yet will! truji him before ye all s. 

This imprudence gave great offence to the pretendeq 
faints. The other qualities of the protet\;or were cor
refpondent to thefe fentimcnts: He was of a gent!~, hu
mane, and generous difpofition. Some of his party offer
ing to put an end to thofe intrigues by the death of Lam
bert, he declared, that he would not purchafe power or 
dominion by fuch fang~inary meafures. 

THE parliament was no lefs alarmed at the military 
cabals. They voted, that there ihould be no meeting or 
general council of officers, except with the protetl:or's 
confent, or by his orders. This vote brought affairs 
immediately to a rupture. The officers hafiened to Rich
a. cl, and demanded of him the diffolution of the parlia~· 
ment. De!borovr, a man of a clo~nilli and brutal na
t11re, threatened ·him, if he iliould refufe compliance, 

1~h~ prot~0or wanted tl:e refoluti~n to deny, and pof-

o Ludlow~ 
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fcifed little ability to refifr. The parliament was dif- C H A- P! 
LXIJ. 

folved; and by the fame atl:, the proteCtor was, by every \....-v--...1 

one, .confidcred as cffeB:_ually dethroned. Soon after, he di 6 S9~1 22 Apn. 
figned his demiffion in form. Richard de~ 

I 1 d 
. pQfed. 

HENRy, the deputy of re an , was endowed w1tl 
the fame moderate difpofition as Richard; but as he en
joyed more yigour and caplcity, it was apprehended, that 
he might make refifrance. His popularity in Ireland was 

great; and even his perfonal authority, notwithfranding 
his youth, was confiderable. Had his ambition been 

very eager, he had, no doubt, been able to create dif
turbance: But being threatened by Sir Hardrefs Wailer, 
colonel John J ones, <!-nd other officers, he very quietly 
refigned his command, and retired to England. He had 
once entertained thoughts, which he had not refolution 
to execute, of proclaiming the king in Dublin r. 

THus fell, fuddcnly and from an enormous height, 
but, by a rare fortune, without any hurt or injury, the 

family of the Cromwels. Richard continued to poffefs 
an efl.ate, which was moderate, and burdened too wj;:h a 
large debt, which he had contraCted for the interment of 
his father. After the refroration, though he remained 
unmolefied, he thought proper to travel for fome years; 
and at Pezenas'in Languedoc he was introduced under a 

borrowed n~me to the prince of Conti. That prince, 
talking of Engli!h afFairs, broke out into admiration of 
Cromwcl's courage and capacity. " But as for that poor 
" pitiful fellow, Richard," faid he, " what has become 

" of him? How could he be fuch a blockhead as to reap 
" no greater benefit from all his father's crimes and fuc
" ccffes ?" Richard extended his peaceful and quiet life 
to an ·extrem~ old age, and died not till the latter end of 

queen Anne's reign. His focial virtues, more "aluable 

fhan the greatefr capacity, met with a recompence, mo~ 

t C~rte's colleuions, vol. ii. l?• %43• 
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~ H A P. precious than noif,y fame ~nd more ftJitab1e, contentment LXII . r ' · · 
~ ~n4 tranquillity! 

J6S9• THE council of officers, now po{feffcd of fupreme 
authority, deliberated what form of government they 
!hould efl:ablifn. Many of them feemed inclined to ex
ercife the power of the fword in the mofl: open manner; 
but,as it was apprehended, that the people would with 
great difficulty be induced to pay taxes, levied by arbi
trary yviH and p1eafure; it was agreed to prcfervc the 
fuadow of civil adminifl:ration, and to revive the long 
parliap:lent, which had been expelled by Cromwel~ They 
could not be diiTolved, it was aiTerted, but by their owq 
~onfent; and violence had interrupted, but was not able 
to defl:roy, their right to government. T'he officers alfq 
expected, that, as thefc members had fufficiently felt their 
PWn weaknefs, they would be contented to aB: in fubordi-
1}ation t.o the military commanders, and would thence"7 
forth allow all the authority to remain, where the power 
was fo vifibly vefl:ed. 

THE officers applied to Lenthal, the fpeaker, anq 
propofed ~o him, that the parliament ihould refume their 
feats. Lenthal was a man of a low, timid fpirit; and 
being uncertain what iiTuc might attend thefe counfels~ 
was defirous of evading the propofal. He replied, that 
he could by no means comply with the defire of the offi
~ers; being engaged in a bufinefs of far greater import
ance to himfelf, which he could not omit on apy account-l 
becaufe it concerned the falvation of his own foul. The 
officers prefied him to tell what it might be. He was 
preparing, he faid, to participate of the Lord's (upper~ 
which he refolved to take the next fabbath day. They 
infifl:ed, that mercy was preferable to facrifice, and that 
he could not better prepare himfelf for that great duty, 
than by contributing to the public fervice. All their re-

~onftra~ces had no effect. ijowever, on the appointed 

day, 
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day, the fpeaker, being informed, that a quorum of t!u~ c 1-1 A P! 
. LXII. 

houfe was likely to meet, tho~ght proper, notw1thftand-~ 
ing the falvation of his foul, as Ludlow obfervc r, to join 16~?· 

them; and the houfc immediately proceeded upon bufi-
ncfs. The fccludcd members at~empted, but i~ y~in, tQ 

rcfume their feats among them. 
THE numbers of this parliament were fmall, little Long par~-

d. .r. b Th . h . . 1 ament Of ~xcee mg 1cventy mem ers: e1r aut onty m t 1c na- rump--~: 

tion, ever fince they had been purged by the army, was ftore~~ 
~xtrcrt'~ly diminiihcd; and after their expulfion, had been 
~ot lly annihilated: But being all of them men of vio:-
~ent ambition; fome of them men of experience and 
~apacity; they were refolved, fince they enjoyed the title 
pf the fupreme authority, and obferved, that fome appear-= 
~nee of a parliament was requifite for the purpofes of the 
trmy, not to a~ a fubordinate part to tho(e who acknow-:-
le~ged themfelves their fervants. They chofe a council~ 
~n which they took care t4at the officers of W allingford-
llOufe fhould not be the majority: They appointed Fleet-
}Vqoq lieutenapt-ge11eral, but inferted in his commiffion~ 
t:hat it ihould only continue during the pleafure of the 
houfe : They chofe feven perfons, who iliould nominate 
t~ f!Jc4 commands as became vacant : And they voted, 
that all commiffions fhould be received from the fpeaker, 
anq be figncd by him in the name of the houfe. Thefe 
precautions, the tendency of which was vifible, gave 
great di(guft to the general officers ; and their difcontent 
would immediately have broken out into fome refolution, 
fatal to the parliament, had it .not been checked by t~~ 
fpprehcnfions of danger from the common enemy. 

· 'tfHE bulk of the nation confifted of royalifts and pref
~y~e~ians ; and to both thefe parties the dominion of the 
pretended parliament had ever b~~n to the laft degree odi
ous. When that affembly was expelled by Cromwei~ 
contempt had fucceedcd to hatred; and no referve ha~ 

• · ' . ' ~ee~ 
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... H A P .. ~, ufed in expreffirig the utmofl: derifion againfi the irn .. 
LXII. b" . f h r. r. S . h . \.--v--J potent am 1t10n o t c1c U1Urpers. · eemg t em rem-
J669· ftated i1 authority, all orders of men felt the highefr 

jndignation; together with apprehenfions, lefi fuch tyran
nica1 rulers 1hou1d exert their power by taking vengeance 
upon their enemies, who had fo openly infulted them. A 
fecret reconciliation, tl crefore, was made between the 
rival parties; and it was agreed, that, bm·y;.1-1g former 
enmities in oblivion, all efforts fhould be ufed for the 
overthrow of the rump; fo they called the parliament, 
in allufion to that part of the animal body. rrhe pref
byterians, fenfible from experience, that their paftion for 
liberty, however laudable, had carried them into unwar
rantable exce.lfes, were willing to lay aficle ancient jcaiou
:fics, and, at all hazards, to refiore the royal family. The 
nobility, the gentry bent their paffionate endeavours to the 
fame enterprize, by which alone they could be redeemed 
from !la very. And no man was fo remote from party, fo 
indifferent to public good, as not to feel the moll ardent 
willies, for the di.lfoiution of that tyranny, which, whe
ther thel civil or the military part of it were confidered, 
appe~red equally opprcffive and ruinous to the nation. 

Confpiracy MoRDAUNT, who had fo narrowly efcaped on his 
of1. the roy- trial, before the hi !!h-court ofj"uilicc, feemed rather ani-i J!ls. ..... 

mated than daunted with paft danger; and having, by 
his rcfolute behaviour, obtained the highefi: confidence of 
the royal party, he was now become the centre of all 
their confpiracies. In many counties, a rcfr lution was 
taken to rife in arms. Lord WiJloughby of Parham and 
Sir Horatio Townfhend undertook to fecure Lynne: Ge
neral Ma.lfcy engaged to feizc Glocefl:er: Lord N~wport, 
Littlcton, and ot 1er gentlemen confpired to take poilef

fion of Shrewfbury; Sir Gcorge Booth of Chefl:cr; Sir 
Thomas l\ll iddlcton of North-' 'Vales; Arundel, Pollard, 
Granville, T'relawney, of Plymouth and Exeter. A 

day 
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day was appointed for the execution of all thefe enter- C R A P · 

prizes. And the king, attended by the duke of York, ~ 
had fecretly arrived at Calais, with a refo ution of putting 1659• 

himfelf at the head of his loyal fubjeB:s. The French 
COl rt had promifed to fupply him with a fmall body of 
forces, in order to countenance the infurretl:ions of the 
Engliili. 

THIS combination was difconcerted by the infidelity 
of Sir Richard Willis. That traitor continued with the 
parliament the fame correfponc!ence, which he had begun 
with Cromwel. He had engaged to reveal all confpira
cics, fo far as to deftroy their effect; but rcfen'ed to him· 
felf, if he pleafed, the power of concealing the con
fpirators. He took care never to name any of the old, 
genuine cavaliers, who had zealoufly adhered, and were 
refolved frill to.adhcre, to the royal caufc in every fortune. 
Thefe men he efteemed ; thefe he even loved. He be .. 
trayed only the new converts among the preibytcrians, or 
fuch lukewarm royalifts, as, difcouraged with their dif
appointments, were refolved to expofe themfelvcs to no 
more hazards. A lively proof, how impoffible it is, even 
for the mofr corrupted minds, to diveft themfelvcs of all 
regard to morality and focial duty! 

MANY of the con(!)irators in the different counties were Jt~ly. 
thrown· into prifon : Others, aftoniihcd at fuch fymp
toms of fecret treachery, left their houfes or remained 
quiet: The mofr tempefruous weather prevailed during 
the whole time appointed for the rendezvoufcs; infomuch 
that fome found it impoffible to join their friends, and 
others were difinayed with fear ' and fuperftition at an inci ... 
dent fo unufual during the fummcr feafon, Of all the 
projects, the only one which took effecr, was that of Sir 
Gcorge" Booth for the feizing of Chcfrcr. The earl of 
Derby, lord Herbert of Cherbury, Mr. Lee, colonel 
Morgan entered into this enterprize, Sir \Villiat 1 

Middleton" 
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c H A P. Middleton joined Booth with fonie troops from Nortii 
LX If. 
~ 'Vales ; and the malcontents were powerful enough to 

. 1659• {ubdue all in that neighbourhood, who ventured to oppofe 
them. In their declaration they made no mention of the 
king: They only demanded a free and full parliament~ 

THE parliament was jufi:ly alarmed. How combuiti..: 
ble the materials were they well knew ; and the fire was 
now fallen among them. Booth was of a family eminently 
preibyteria.n; and his conjunction with the royalifi:s they 
regarded as a dangerous fymptom. They had many offi
cers, whofe fidelity they could more depend on than that 
of Lambe.::t: But there was rlo one in whofe vigilance 
and capacity they repofed fuch confidence. They cam ... 
miffioned him to fupprefs the rebels. He made incredible 
hafte. Booth imprudently ventured himfclf out of the 
walls of Chefter, and expofed, in the open field, his raw 
troops againft thefe hardy veterans. He was foon routed 

~uppretTed, and taken prifoner. His whole army was difperfed. And 
the parliament had no farther occupation than to fill all 
the jails with their open or fecret enemies. Defigns were 
even entertained of tranfporting the loyal families to Bar
badoes, Jamaica, and the other colonies ; left they ihould 
propagate in England children of the fame malignant 
affections with themfelves. 

THIS fuccefs haftencd the ruin of the parliament_ 
Lambert, at the head of a body of troops, was no lefs 
dangerous to them than Booth. A thoufand pounds1 

which they fent him to buy a jewel, were employed by 
him in liberalities to his officers. At his infiigation they 
drew up a petition, and tranfmitted it to Fleetwood, a 
weak man, and an honeft, if fincerity in folly defcrve 
that honourable name. The import of this petition was, 
that Fleetwood :lhould be made commander in chief, Lam
bert major-general, Deiborow lieutenant-general of the 
horfe, Monk major~general of the foot. To which a 

demand 



demand was added, that no officer fhould be difmifi"ed C H A P. 

h . LXII. from his command ut by a court-mart1al. ~ 

THE parliament, alarmed at the danger, immediately 1659• 

calhiered Lambert, Deiborow, Berry, Clarke, Barrow, 
Kclfey, Cobbet. Sir Arthur Hazelrig propofed the im
peachment of Lambert for high treafon. Fleetwood's 
commiffion was vacated, and the command of the army 
was ve!l:ed in feven perfons, of whom that general was 
one. The parliament voted, that they would have no 
more general officers. And they declared it high treafon 
to levy any money without confent of parliament. 

BuT thefe votes were feeble w:.eapons in oppofition to 
the fwords of the foldiery. Lambert drew fome troops 
together, in order to decide the controverfy. Okey, who 
was leading his regiment to the affi!l:ance of the parlia
ment, was defcrted by them. .l\1orley and l\1ofs brought 
their regiments into Palace-yard, refolute to oppofe the 
violence of Lambert. But that artful general knew an 13th oao.o 
eafy way of difappointing them. He placed his foldiers her. 

in the fl:reets which lead to "\Vefl:min!l:er-hall. When the ParliJment 

fpeaker came in his coach, he ordered the horfes to be expelled, 

turned, and very civilly conducted him home. The 
other m~mbers were in like manner intercepted. And the 
two regiments in Palace-yard, obferving that they were 
expo fed to derifion, peaceably retired to their quarters. 
A little before this bold enterprize, a folemn fafr had been 
kept by the army; and it is remarked, that this ceremony 
was the ufual prelude to every fignal violence, which they 
committed. 

THE officers found themfelves again invefted with 
fupreme authority, of which they intended for ever to 

retain the fubftance, however they might bcfl:ow on others 
the empty fhadow or c;1ppearance. They elected a corn- 2.6th oa · 
rnittee of twenty-three perfons, of whom feven were offi.- ber, 

cer • Thefe they pretended to- inveft with fovereign 

6 authority.; 



364 HISTORy OF GREAT BRITAIN~ 

C H A P • authority ; and they called them a committee of faftty; 
LXII. Th f r. . 1" ~ cy fpoke every where o 1ummonmg a par 1ament; 
1659· chofen by the people; but they really took fome fteps 

Committee 
ef fafety. towards affembling a military parliament, compofed of 

Foreign af· 
fairs. 

officers, elected from every regiment in the fervice uo 

Throughout the three kingdoms there prevai.led nothing 
but the melancholy fears, to the nobility and gentry, of 
a bloody maffacre and extermination; to the reft of the 
-people, of perpetual fervitude, beneath thofe fanctified 
robbers, whofe union 'fd whofe divifions would be e
qually deftruCl:ive, and who, under pretence of fuperior 
illuminations, would foon extirpate, if poffible, all pri
vate morality, as they had already done all public law 
and juftice, from the Britifh dominions. 

DuRING the time that England continued in this 
difl:raCl:ed condition, the other kingdoms of Europe were 
haftcning towards a compofure of thofe differences, by 
which they had fo long been agitated. The parliament, 
while it preferved authority, inftead of following the 
imprudent politics of Cromwel, and lending affiftance to 
the conquering Swede, embraced the maxims of the 
Dutch commonwealth, and refolved, in conjunction with 
that fi:ate, to mediate by force an accommodation between 
the northern crowns. 1\llontague was fent with a fqua .. 
dron to the Baltic, and carried with him as ambaffador 
Algernon Sidney, the celebrated republican. Sidncy found 
the Swedifh monarch employed in the fiege of Copen
hagen, the capital of his enemy; and was highly pleafed, 
that, with a Roman arrogance, he could check the pro
grefs of royal victories, and difplay in fo fignal a manner 
the fuperiority of freedom above tyranny. 1Vith the 
highefl: indignation, the ambitious prince was obliged to 
fubmit to the imperious mediation of the two common
wealths. " It is cruel," faid he, " that laws lhould be 

~ Ludlow, 

'' prefcribe~ 
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h prefcribed me by parricides and pedlars." But his c ~x~t P. 

\.'vhole army was encJofcd in an ifland, and might be t....--v--.J 

fiarved bv the combined fc.,uadrons of En(l"land ahd Hol- 16H• 
J l c 

land. He was obligt>d, therefore, to quit hls prey, when 
he had fo nearly got poffcffion of it; and having agreed 
to a pacification with Denmark, he retired into his own 
country, where he foon after died. 

THE v;ars between France and Spain ,;;ere a1fo con"' 
eluded by the treaty of the Pyrenees. Thcfe animofitics 
1 ad long been carried oh b(:tWcert the rival fra~cs, even 
while governed by a fifrcr and bt·other, who cordially 
loved and efreemed each other. But pdlitics, which had 
fo long prevailed ovtr thefe friendly affections, nmv at hit 
yielded to their influence; and never was the triumph more 
full and complete. The Spanifu Low Countries, if not 
every part of that monarchy, layalmofi: entirely at the mercy 
of its enemy. Broken armies, difordered finances, flow 
and irrefolute counfels; by thefe rcfourccs alone were 
the difp~rfed provinces of Spain defended againfr the vi
gorous power of France. But the queen regent, anxioas 
for the fate of her brother, employed her authority witli 
the cardinal to frop the progrefs of the French conquefis, 
and put an end to a quarrel, which, being commenced 
by ambition, and attended ~-ith vietory, was at lafr con
cluded with moderation. The young monarch of France, 
though afpiring and warlike in his character, w~s at this 
time entirely occupied in the pleafures of love and gal
lantry, and had paffively refigncd the reins of empire ir.to 
the hands of his politic minifrer. And he remained an 
unconcerned fpeB:ator; while ari opportunity for conqueft 
was parted with, which he never was able, during the 
v,rhole courfe of his active reign, fully to rett ieve. 

The minifrers of the two crowns, Mazarine and don 
Louis de Haro, met at the foot of the Pyrenees, in the. 
ifle of Pheafants, a place which was fuppofed to belong 
to neither kingdom. The negotiation bcini brought to 

VOL. VII. X an 
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c H A P. an iffue by frequent conferences between the minifrcrs; 
~ the monarchs themfelves agreed to a congrefs; and thefe 

165!). two fplendid courts appeared in their full Iufrre amid:ff: 
thofe favage mountains. Philip brought his daughter; 
Mary Therefe, along with him; and giving her in mar
riage to his nephew, Louis, endeavoured to cement by 
this new tye the incomp~tible interefrs of the two monar
chies. The French king made a folcmi1 renunciation of 
every fucceffion, which might accrue to him in right of 
his fpoufe; a vain formality, too weak to refirain the 
ungoverned ambition of princes. 

THE affairs of England were in fo great diforder, that 
it was not poffible .to comprehend that kingdom in the 
treaty, or adjufr meafurcs with a power, which was iri 
fuch inceifant fluCtuation. The king, reduced to defpair 
by the failure of aB enterprizcs for his refroration1 was 
refolvcd to try the we<'.!~ refource' of foreign fuccours ; 
:md he went to the Pyrenees at the time when the two 
minifrers were in the midfr -of their negotiations; Don 
Louis received him with that generous civility; peculiar 
to his nation ; and expretfed great inclination, had the 
low condition of Spain allowed him, to give affifrance to 
the difrreffed monarch. The cautious Mazarine

1 
plead

ing the alliance of France with the Engliih common ... 
wealth, refufed even to fee him; and though the king 
oflered to marry the cardinal's niece w, he could, for the 
prefcnt, obtain nothing but empty profeffions of refpetl: 
and proteftations of fervices. The condition of that 
monarch, to all the world, fecmed totally defperate. His 
friends had been bafHed in every attempt for his fervice : 
The fcafFold had often fheamed with the blood of the 
mofr atl:ive royalirts: The fpirits of ma 1y were broken. 
with tedious imprifonmcnts : The eibtes of all were bur
thcned by the fines and confifcations, which had been 
levied upon them: No-one dud1 openly avow himfelf of 

w K, James'~ Memt>i:3, 

that 
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~.hat party: And fo fmall did their number feem to a fupcr- C H P. 
r:. • 1 · h 11 Id h · · 1· L ·n. 11Cta view, t. at, even u1ou t e natwn reco\'er Its 1- --.,--.J 

berty, which was efieemed no wife probable, it was 1659• 

judged uncertain what form of go· crnment it would em-
brace. But amidil: all thefe gloomy profpetl:s, fortune, 

by a furprizing revolution, was now paving the way for 

the king to mount, in p~ace and triumph, the throne of 

his anccftors. It was by the prudence and loyalty of 
general Monk, that this happy change was at lafr accom-

pliihcd. 

GEoRGE MoNK, to whom the fate was refen·ed of re- Gene·al 

efrablilhing monarchy, and finilhing the bloody difTen- Monk. 

fions of three kingdoms, was the fecond fon of a family 
in Dcvonlhire, ancient and honourable, but lately, from 
too great hofpitality and expcncc, fomewhat fallen to 
d,ccay. He betook him!clf, early in youth, to the profef-

fion of arms; and was engaged in the unfortunate ex• 
peditions to Cadiz and the ifl.e of Rhe. After England 

had concluded peace with all its neighbours, he fought 

military_experience in the Low Countries, the great fchool 
of war to all the European nations; and he rofe to the 

command of a co1npany under lord Goring. This com-
pany confified of 200 men, of whom a hundred were 

volunteers, often gentlemen of family and fortune, Come-
times noblemen, who lived upon their own income in a 
fplendid manner. Such a military turn at that time pre-

vailed among the Englifh ! 

\VHEN the found of war was Iidl: heard in this i:lland, 

~:Ionk returned to England, partly deiirous of promotion 

in his native country, partly ciitgu ... d with iome ill uf:'tg~ 
from the States, of which he fouhd rcafon to complain .. 

p pon the Scottifli pacification, he was employed by the 

earl of Lciceficr againfr th<:> Irilh rebds; a d having 
obtained a regiment, was foon taken notice of, for his 
military !kill and for his calm and deliberate valour. 
vvithout o!l:enta ·on, ex:pertce, or carefTes, merely by 

2 h~ 
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c H A P. his humane and equal temper, he gained the good-wiH LXTI. . } . f c. ']' • d ~of the foldiery; who, Wit 1 a mixture o Jami 1anty an 

J6S9· affection, ufually called him honejl George Monk; an ho
nourable appellation, which they frill continued to him, 
even during his grcatefi: elevation. He was remarkable 
for his moderation in party; and while all around him 
were inflamed into rage againfl: the oppofite faction, he 
fell under fufpicion from the candour and tranquillity of 
his behaviour. When the Irilh army was called over into 
England, furmifes of this kind had been fo far credited, 
that he had even been fufpended from his command, and 
ordered to Oxford, that he might anfwer the charge laid 
againfl: him. His efiablifued charaCl:er for truth and fin
cerity here fl:ood him in great fl:ead; and upon his earnefi: 
protefiations and declarations, he was foon refrored to hi& 
regiment, which he joined at the fiege of Nantwich. 
The day after his arrival, Fairfax attacked and defeated 
the royalifts, commanded by Biroa; and took colonel 
Monk prifoner. He was fent to the Tower, where he 
€ndured, above two years, all the rigors of poverty and 
confinement. The king, however, was fo mindful as to 
fend him, notwithftanding his own difficulties, a prefent 
of 100 guineas; but it was not till after the royalifb 
were totally fubdued, that he recovered his liberty. Monk, 
however difl:reffed, had always refufed the mofr inviting 
pffers from the parliament: But Cromwel, fenfible of 
his merit, having folicited him to engage in the war~ 
-gainfl: the Irilh, who were confidered as rebels both by 
king and parliament; he was not unwilling to repair hi$ 
broken fortunes by ;1ccepting a command, which, h~ 
flattered himfelf, was reconcilable to the ftriB:efl: princi-
ples of honour. Having once engaged with the parlia
ment, he was obliged to obey orders ; and found himfelf 
neceffitated to fight, both againfr the marquefs of Ormon<l 

-,in Ireland, and againfr the king himfelf in Scotland. 
1J pon the .(eduCtion of thls laft kingdom~ !vlonk waj 

l~ft 
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left with the fupreme command; and by the equality and C H A P • 
• 11_· f h. d . ·11_ • h bl . LXII. JUmcc o IS a mm~nratwn c was a e to g1ve content-~ 
mcnt to that re:ftlcfs people, now reduced tofu bjetlion by 1659• 

a nation whom they hated. No ]efs acceptable was his 

authority to the officers and foldiers; and forefeeing, that 

th,e good will of the army under his command might fome 
time be of great fervice to him, he had, with much care 
and fuccefs, cultivated their friendlhip. 

THE connexions, which he had formed with Crom

wel, his benefaB:or, preferved him faithful to Richard, 

who had been enjoined by his father to follow in every 

thing the direB:ions of general Monk:. vVhcn the long 

parliament was refrored, Monk, who was not prepared 

for oppo:lition, acknowledged their authority, and was 

continued in his command, from which it would not 

have been fafe to attempt diflodging him. After the army Monk de. 

had expelled the parliament, he protefred againfr the vio- chlares fo
1
.r 

• t e pat Ja-

lence, and rcfolved, as he pretended, to vindicate their ment, 

invaded privileges. Deeper de:ligns, either in the king's 

favour or his own, were, from the beginning, fufpeB:cd 
to be the motive of his aB:ions, 

A RIV ALSHIP had long fub:lifl:ed between him and 
Lambert; and every body faw the reafon why he oppofed 
the elevation of that ambitious general, by whofe fuccefs 

his own authority, he knew, would foon be fubverted. 

But little friendfuip had ever fub:lifl:cd between him and 

the parliamentary leaders; and it feemed no wife pro

bable, that he intended to employ his indufrry, and fpend 

his blood, for the advancement of one enemy above an

other. How early he entertained defigns for the king's 

refl:oration, we know not with certainty: It is likely, 
that, as foon as Richard was depofed, he forefaw, that, 

without fuch an expedient, it would be impoffible ever to 

bring the nation to a regular fettlement. His elder and 

youn~er brothers were entirely devoted to the royal caufe: 

X 3 The 
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C H A P. The Granvilles, his near relations, and all the refr o£ 
~~ his kindred, were in the fame intercfl: : He himfelf wa~ 

1659• intoxicated with no fumes of enthufiafm, and had main
tained no connexions with any of the fan?ttical tribe •. 
His e2.rly engagements had been with. the king, and he 
had left that fervice without re~ei\'ing any difgufr from 
the royal family. Since he had inlified himfe1f with the 
oppofite party, he had been g~liity of no violence or; 
1·igor, which might render him obnoxious. J-I:is return, 

I . . 
tlJerefore, to loyalty was cafy and open ; and ~othing 
could be fupp<;>fed to coun_ter-balance his natural propcn
.fity to that meafure, except the views of his own ele
va.tion, and the profpect of ufurpi_ng the fame grandeur 
and authority, which had been affumed by Cromwel. 
BLlt from fuch exorbitant, if not impoffible projects, the 
natural tranquillity and moderation of his temper, the 
calmnefs and folidity of his genius, and his limited ea..: 
nacity, not to mention his age, now upon the decline, 
fecm to h~vc fet him at a difiance. Cromwel himfeit~ he. 
always affertcd x, could not long have maintained his 
ufurpation; and any other perfon, even equal to him in 
genius, it was obvious, would n_ow find it more difficult 
to praB-ife arts, of which every one, from experience, 
was fufficiently aware. It is more agreeable, therefore, 
to rcafon as well as candor to fuppofe, that Monk, as' 
foon as he put himfelf in mm'ement, had entertained 

iews of effeCtuating the king's reil-oration; nor ought 
;my objetl:ions, derived from his profound filencc even to_ 
Charles himfelf, be regarded as confiderable. His tem
per was naturally refcrvcd; his circumfl:ances required 
diffimulation; the king, he knew, was furrounded with 
fpies and traitors; and upon the \Vhole, it feems hard to 
interpret that conduCl:, which ought to exalt our idea Q • 

h ·s prudence, as a difparagement of his probity. 

x Cumble's life of Monk, p. 93• 
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SIR John Granville, hoping that the g;eneral would C H A P 
'"' LXH. • 

engage in the king's fervice, fent into Scotland h · s 
younger brother, a clergyman, Dr. Monk, who carried 1659• 

hi1 a letter and invitation frcm the king. \Vhen the 

doB:or arrived, he found, that his brother was then hold-

ing a council of officers, anJ wa.; not to be f( en fot fome 

hours. In the mean time, he w,,s rec<:iYed ~nd enter-

tained by Price, the ,general's chaplain, a man of probity,. 
as w 11 as a partizan of the king's. 'rhe doctor h~ving 
an cnt:rc confidence in the chaplain, t, lked very freely 

to him about the object of his journey, and engaged 
him, if there fhould be occafion, to fccond his appli-
cations. At lafi, the general arrives ; the brothers em-
brace; and after fome preliminary converfat;or;, the doc-
tor opens his bufinefs~ · Monk interrupts him to knO\v, 
whether he had ever before to any body mentioned the 

fubject. '' To no body," replied his brother, " but to 

" Price, whom I know to be entirely in your con-
" .fidence." The general, altering his countenance, 
turned the difcourfe; and would enter into no farther 

confidence with him, but fent him away with the :firPc 
~pportunity. He would not trufr his own brother the 

moment he knew that he had difclofed the fecret ; though 

~o a man whom he himfelf could have tru~cd Y. 

His conduct in all other particulars was full of the 

~'a me referve ~~d prudence ; and no lefs was req uifite for. 
effecting the di!Jicult work, which he had undertaken• 

All the officets iQ his army, of whom he entertained any 
fufpicion, he im.mediately cafuiered: Cobbet, who had 

~cen fent by the committee of fafety, under pretence of 

~ommunicating their re(oh~ti.ons to Monk, but really with 
a view of debauching h,is army, 4e committed to cuf

~ody: He drew together th~ fe,veral fca~tercd regiments : 

.;~c fummoned an aifcmbly, fo!I\ewhat refembling a con-

r J..onl Lanfdown's defence cf general .ionk. 

X4 vcntio 
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O H A P. 1\fention of fiates; and having comrnunic~tcd to them his LXII. 
to..-- --.i refolution of marching into England, he received a fca• 

' 6~9· fonable, though no great fupply of money. 
HEARING that Lambert was advancing northward 

with his arm~·, rv1onk fent Cloberry and two other COITI-:

mi 1icners to L::mdon, with large profeffions of his incli:
nation to peace, and with offers of terms for an accom
modation. H:s chief aim was to gain time, and rcbx 
the preparations of his enemies. The committee of fafety 
fell into the fnare. A treaty was figned l;>y I\·1onk's com
miffioners; but he refufed to ratify it, and compbined 
that they had exceeded their powers. He defired however 
to enter into a new negotiation at Newcafile. The corn--: 
mittee willingly accepted this fallacious ofter. 

November. ,l\!IEAKWHILE thcfe military fovereigns found them-
felvcs furrcunded on ail hands with inextricable diffi
culties. T11e nation had fallen into a total anarchy; 
:md by refufing the payment of all taxes, reduced the 
army to the gre2..te!1: neceffities. While Lambert's forces 
were afrembling at N cwcafile, Haze]rig and Morley took 
poffeillon of Portfmouth, and declared for the parliament. 
A party, fent to fupprefs them, was perfuaded by their 
commander to join in the fame declaration. The city 
apprentices rofe in a tumult, and demanded a free parlia"' 
~ent. Though they were fuppreffed by colonel Hewfon, 
a man who from the profeffion of a cobler had rifen to ~ 
high rank m the army, the city frill difcovered fymptoms 
of the mofr dangerous difcontent. It even efl:ablilhed ~ 
E;ind of fcparate government, and afTumed the fupreme 
authority within itfelf. Admiral Laufon with his fqua-:
pron came into the river, and dechtred for the parliament, 
ftazdrig and 1\!Iarley, l earing of this important event, 
~eft P.ortfrnouth, and advanced towards London. Th~ 
n:girnents near thflt city, being folicited by their old offii" 
CH~~ who had p~en caf4ie~ed by the committee of fafety~ 

· ~eyo~;e4 
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revolted aaain to the parliament. Defborow's regiment, C H A. P, 
• b I b r. 1 . f . d LXH. bemg fent by ,am ert to 1upport liS nen s, no fooner ~ 

arrived at St. Albans, than it declared for the fame af:- 1659• 

ft.mbly. 

FLEETwoon's hand was found too weak and unfiable 
to fupport this ill-founded fabric, which, every where 
around him, was falling into ruins. vVhen he received 
intelligence of any murmurs among the foldiers, he would 
profirate himfCif in prayer, and could harclJy be prevailed 
with to join the troops. Even when among them, he 
~vould, in the midfi of any difcourfe, invite them all to 
prayer, and put himfelf on his knees before them. If 
.any of his friends exhorted him to more vigor, they could 
get no other anfwer, than that God had fpit in his face, 
find would not hear him. Men now cea[ed to wonder, 
why Lambert had promoted him to the office of general, 
~nd had contertteJ himfe}f with the fecond command in 
the army. 

LENTHAL, the fpeaker, ~cing invited by the officers, 26th of De-; 
• .tr. d h · d fi d I h cember. agam anume aut onty, an ummone toget 1er t e par-

liament, which twice before had been expelled with fo 
much reproach and ignominy. As foon as affembled, Parliament 

they repealed their aB: againfi the payment of excife and reftored. 

cufioms; they appointed commiffioners for affigning quar-
ters to the army; and without taking any notice of Lam-
bert, they fent orders to the forces under h!s command 
immediately to repair to thofe garrifons, which were ap-
pointed thetp, 

LAMBERT was now in a very dif(:onfolatc condition. 1660• 

Monk, he faw, had paffed the Tweed at Coldfiream, and tftJ•muary, 

was advancing upon him. His own folcliers deferted him 
in great multitudes, and joined the enemy. Lord Fair-
fax too, he heard, had raifed forces behind him, and 
poifeffed qimfelf of York, withqut declaring his purpofe. 

J'he· 
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~ H A P. 'rhc 1afr orders of the parliament fo entirely fhippcd him 
LXII, r h h . J . h h. b ~ Of his army, t at t ere rematne not Wit tm a ove a 

• 16Go1 !mndrcd 1 orfc :' _ 11 the refl: we::1 t to their quarters wit~ 
q u!etncfs ~nd refign~tim~ ; and he himfelf was, fomc time 
~Jtcr, arre1led and eo m~it~cd to the 'I'ower. 1~hc other 
c f.1cers , who had formerly been cailiiered by the parlia
p1Cnt, and who haJ rcfumcd their commands, that they 
might fubdue that aHembly, were ag~in cafhiered and 
confined to their houfes. Sir Harry Vane and fome mem
bers, who had concurr d with the committee of fafety, 
\ ere ordered into a Jike confinement. And the parlia
ment now fecmed to be again poffeffed of more abfolute 
authority tlpn ever, and to be without any danger of 
J>ppofition or controul. 

'rHE rcpublica11 party was at this time guided by twq 
tnen, Hazelrig and Vane, who were of oppo!ite charac .. 
ters, and mortally hateo each other. Hazelrig, who. 
polfefled greater authority in the parliam~nt, was haughty'; 
imperious, precipitate, yain-glorious; without civility,_ 
without prudence; qualified . o~ly by his noify, perti ... 
nacious obfrinacy to acquire an afcendant in public af~ 
femblies. Vane was noted~ in all civil tranfactions, for.. 
temper, infinuation, aadrefs~ and a profound judgment i 
i!l all religious fpcculations, for folly and extravagance. 
He was a perfect enthufiaft; and fancying that he was, 
certainly favoured with infpiration, he deemed himfelf, to 
{peak in the language of the times, to be a man above 
tJrdinances, and by rcafon of his perfection, to be un
~imited and unrefrrained by any rules, which govern 
inferior mortals. Thefe whimfies, mingling with pride, 
had fo corrupted his excellent underfranding, that {ome
timcs he thought himfelf the perfon deputed to reign on 
earth for a thoufand years over the whole congregation of 
the faithful z~ . 

:r. ~Iarendon. 
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J.1oNK, though informed of the refioration of the par-· C n .A P 
liamcnt, from v;hom he received no orders, fti11 advanced LXII., 

with hb army, which was 1 ear 6ooo men : The feat 
tered forces in Englar.d were above fi ·e times more nu
merous. Fairfax, who 1 ad rcfolved to de.clare for the 

king, not being able to make the gen ra1 open his inten ... 
tio. ~, u-etired to his own houfe in 7 orkihir • In all 

~ounties thr~ugh which !vionk pafTeJ, the prime gentry, 
:Rocked to him with addr .ff s ; exprci ing their carnefr 

dcfire, that he would be in£humental in refioring the 
nation to peace and tran uillity, and to he enjoyment of 
thofe fibertie , which by hw ,'ere their birthribht, but 
of which, during fo many years, the· had been fatally 
berca\'ed : And t!lat, in order to this fa~utary purpofe, he 
would prevail, either for the refioring of thofe members~ 

who had been fecludcd before the king's death, or for the 
lccrion of a new parliament, who might, legally and by 

general conft:nt, agai 1 govern the natio11. Though l\1onk 
, -pretended not to favour thefe addrcfics, that ray of hope~ 

which the knowledge of his charaCter and :fituation af
fordtd, mightily animated all men. The tyranny and 
the anarchy, which now equally oppr~fied the kingdom; 
the experiel)ce of pail: difrratl:ions, th~..: dread of future 
convul!ions, the indignation againfr military ufurpation, 
againfr ancrified hypocrify: All thefe motives had united 
~v ry party, except the mofi: dcfpcratc, into ardent willies 
for the king's refroration, the o!!IY remedy for all thefe 
fatal evils. 

ScoT and Robinfon were fent as deputies by th«_ par ... 
liament, under pretence of congrat-ulating the general, 
but in reality to fervc as fpies upon him. The city dif .. 
patched four of their principal citizens to perform like 
compliments; and r~t the fame time to confirm the gcne-4 
ral in his inclination to a free parliament, the objeCl: of 
-.11 men's prayers and endeavours, T-he authority of 

· ~onk 
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C H A P. Monk could fcarcely fccure the parliamentary deputies 
LXII. . . 

1---v--.1 from thofe mfults, wh1ch the general hatred and con-
1650· tempt towards their mafters drew from men of every rank 

and denomination. 

MoNK continued his march with few interruptions till 
he reached ~t. Albans. He there fent a meffage to the 
parliament ; deiiring them to remove from London thofe 
regiments, who, though they now profeffed to return to 
their duty, had fo lately offered violence to that alfembly. 
This meifage was unexpected, and exceedingly perplexed 
the houfe. Their fate, they found, mufl: frill depend on 
a. mercenary army; and they were as difrant as ever from 
their imaginary fovereignty. However, they found it 
neceffary to comply. The foldicrs made more difficulty. 
A mutiny arofe among them. One regiment in particu
lar, quartered in Somerfet-houfe, exprefsly rcfufed to 
yield their place to the northern army. But thofe offi .. 
cers, who would gladly, on fuch an occafion, have in ... 

~d Febru· flamed the quarrel, were abfent or in confinement; and 
ary. for want of leaders, the foldiers were at lafl:, with great Monk en-
ters London. reluCtance, obliged to fubmit. Monk with his army took 

quarters in Wefl:minfrer. 
tith F.:bru· THE general was introduced to the houfe ; and thanka 
try. 

were given him by Lenthal for the eminent fervices
2 

which he had done his country. Monk was a prudent, 
not an eloquent fpeaker. He told the houfe, that the 
{ervices, which he had been enabled to perform, were no 
more than his duty, and merited not fuch praifes as thofe 
with which they were pleafed to honour him: 1~hat 

among many perfons of greater worth, who bore their 
. commiffion, he had been employed as the infrrument of 

providence for effeCting their refl:oration ; but he con ... 
Jidered this fervice as a ftep only to more important fer"' 
vices, which it was their part to render to the nation : 
That while on his m~rch, he Qbferv<!d all ranks of men, 

ia 
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in all places, to be in earnefi: expeCtation of a fettlement, C H A P. . LXH. after the violent convulfions, to wh1ch they had been ._.._~ 
expofed; and to have no profpeet of that bleffing but 166o. 
from the diffolution of the prefent parliament, and from 
the fummoning of a new one, free and full, who, meet-
ing without oaths or engagements, might finally give 
contentment to ,the nation : That applications had been 
made to him for that purpofe ; but that he, fenfible of 
his duty, had frill told the petitioners, that the parlia-
ment itfelf, which was now free and would foon be full, 
was the bcfi: judge of all thefe meafures, and that the 
whole community ought to acquiefce in their determina-
tion : That though he expreffed himfelf in this manner 
to the people, he mufi: now freely inform the houfe, that 
the fewer engagements were exaCl:ed, the more compre-
henfive would their plan prove, and the more fatisfacrion 
would it give to the nation : And that it was fufficient 
for public fecurity, if the fanatical party and the royal-
ifi:s were excluded ; fince the principles of thefe factions 
were defi:ruCl:ive either of government or of liberty. 

THIS fpeech, containing matter, which was both 
agreeable and difagreeable to the houfe as well as to the 
nation, fi:ill kept every one in fufpence, and upheld that 
\lncertainty, in which it feemed the general's interefi: to 
retain the public. But it was impoffible for the kingdom 
to remain long in this doubtful fituation : The people, 
as well as the parliament, puihed matters to a decifion. 
During the late convulfions, the payment of taxes had 
been interrupted; and though the parliament, upon their 
affembling, renewed the ordinances for collections and 
impofitions, yet fo little reverence did the people pay to 
thofe lcgiflators, that they gave very flow and unwilling 
«:>bedience to their commands. The common council of 
London flatly refufed to fubmit to an affeffment, required 
~f the.m l-· aAd dedared, that, till a free and lawful par-

ljam~nt 
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c H A P.}iament impofed taxes, they never iliould deem it their 
LXH. 1""h. r 1 . .f . ld d, ~duty to make any payment. 1s re10 utwn, 1 y1e~ e 
166o. to, would immediately have put an end to the dominion 

of the parliari1C'lt : They were determined, therefore, 
upon this occafion to make at once a full experiment of 
their own power and of their general;s obedience. 

gth Febru- MoNK received orders to march into the city; to feize 
ary. twelve perfons, the mofr obnoxious to the parliament ; 

to remove the pofl:s and chains from all the fheets ; and 
to take down and break the portculiifcs and gates of the 
city: And very few hour~ were allowed him ·to deliberate 
upon the execution of thefe violent orders. To the great 
furprize and confrernation of all men, lVIonk prepared 
hirnfclf for obedience. 1-:-TegieCl:ing the entreaties of his 
friends, the remonfrrances of his of.fic rs, the cries of the 
people, he entered the city in a military manner; he zp
prehentled as many as he could of the profcribed pcrfons, 
whom he fent to the Tower; with all the circumflanccs 
of contempt he broke the g~tcs and portcul!i!es; and 
having expofcd the city to the fcorn and derifion of all 
who hated it, he returned in triur. ph to his qu~rters in 
W efrminfrer. 

No fooner liad the g~ncral kifurc to re£ecr, than he 
found, that this ]afl: meafure) infl:cad of being a contimi
ation of that cautious ambiguity, which he had hit .crto 
maintained, was taking party without rcfcrvc, and laying 
himfclf, as well as the nation, at th mercy of that 
tyrannical parliament, whofc power had long been odi
ous, as their perfons contemptible, to all men. He 
tefol ved, therefore, before it was too late, to repair the 
dangerous miftake, into which he had been betrayed, and 
to !how the whole world, frill rnore without rcfervc, that 
he meant no longer to be the minificr of violence and 

h F 
'!. ufurpation. After complaining of the odious fervice, in 

Tit e,ru-
ary. which ~e had been employed; he wrote a letter to the 

houfe, 
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houfe, rcproa.ching them; as well \Vith the new cabals C H A P. 
LXII. which they had formed with Vane and Lambert, as with ~ 

th~ encouragement given to a fanatical petition prefented I66o. 

by I raifegod Barcbonc; and he required them, in the 
hame of the citizens, foldiers, and whole commonwealth, 
to iffl!e writs, within a week, for the filling of their 
houfe, and to fix the time for their own diffol uti on ~nd 
the affemblino- of a new parliament. Having difpatched Declares fo» 

• • b . • a free par-
this letter, wh1ch m1ght be regarded, he thought, as an liament. 

undoubted pledge of his fincerity, he marched with hi~ 
army into the city; and defircd Alien, the mayor, to 
furnmon a common-council at Guildhall. He there 
made rn~ny apologies for the indignity, which, two days 
before, he had been obliged to put t:pon them ; aflured 
them of his perfeverance in the meali zres which he had 
adopted; and defired that they might mu1:ual1y plight 
their faith for a fl:ri8: union between city and army, in 
every enterprize for the happincfs and fettlcment of ~he 
commonwealth. 

IT would be difficult to defcribe the joy aJ d exultation, 
which difplayed itfelf throughout the ·ity, as foon as 
intelligence was conv;y:::d of this happy mc:1furej em
braced by the general. 'I'hc profpetl: of peace, concord, 
liberty, jufi:ice, broke forth at once, from ~midft the 
deepefl: darknefs, in which the nation hatl ever Leqn in
volved. The view of pafi: calamities no longer prcfcntcd 
difmal prognofl:ics of the future: It tended only to in

hance the general exultation for thofe fccnes of happinef:i 
and tranquillity, which all men now confidently promifed 
themfelves. The royalifl:s, the prdbyterians, forgetting 
all animofities, mingled in common joy and tranfport~ 
and vowed never more to gratify the ambition of f2.he and 
factious tyrants, by their calamitous di vifions. The popu
lace, more outrageous in their fcfl:ivity, made the air; 
tefound with acdamations, and illuminated every flreet 

witl.~. 
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C H A P. with fignals of joll:ty and triumph. Applaufc>s of tlit! 
LXII. 1 h . . '1 d . h d n. . ~ genera were every w ere mtermmg e vnt etenatiOri 

t66o. againfi the parliament. The mofl: ridiculous inventions 

were adopted, in order to exprefs this latter paillon. At 

every bonfire rumps were roafted ; and where thefe could 

no longer be found, pieces of fle!h were cut into tha:t 

· fhape : And the funeral of the parliament (the populace 

exclaimed) was celebrated by thefe fymbols of hatred and 

derifion. 

THE parliament, though irt the agonies cf dcfpair, 

made frill one effort for the recovery of their dominion. 

1."'hey fent a committee with offers to gain the general. 
He refufed to hear them, except in the prcfence of fomt1 

of the fecluded members. Though feveral perfons, def

perate from guilt and fanaticifm, promifed to invcfi: him 
with the dignity of fuprcme magifirate, and to fupport 

his government, he would not hearken to fuch wild pro .. 

pofals. Having fixed a clofe correfpondence with the 

city, and efiabliilied its militia in hands, whofe fidelity 

could be relied on, he returned with his armr-to \V eft

rninfl:er, and purfued every proper meafure for the fettle ... 

rnent of the nation. While he frill pretended to main

tain republican principles, he was taking large freps 

towards the re-efi:abliihment of the ancient monarchy. 

~A: Febru· THE fecluded members, upon the general's invitation, 

~:~iuded went to the houfe, anu finding no longer any obftruction, 
memben they entered, and immediately appeared t0 be the majo ... 
r.c:ftorcd. rity : l\1oft of the independents left the place. 1~he 

reftored members firft repealed all the ordinances, by ' 

which they had been excluded: 'rhey gave Sir George 

Boothe and his party their liberty and cftatcs: They re

newed the general's commiffion, and enlarged his powers~ 

t6thMarch. They fixed an affdli11ent for the fupport of the fleet and 
Longp~rlia· army: And havin~r paffed thefe votes for the prefent 
ment dtf- o 
felve:J. c;~mpofure Qf th.e kingdom, they diffolvcd themfelves, 

andr 

9 



THE C OMr\1 ON \VE ALT H. 

::tnd iffucd writs for the immediate affcmbling of a new C H A P . ._, LXII. parliamet· t. This lafl: meafure had been prcvioufly con-~,...._...~ 
certec..l with the geheral, \Vho knew, that all men, how- I66o. 
ever difFerent in affections, expectations, and de.figns, 
united iri their deteibtion of the long parliament. 

A COUNCIL OF STATE was efl:ablifhed, confifl:ing of 
men of dignity and moderation; mofr of whom, during 
the civil wars, had made a great figure among the prcfby
terians. The militia of the kingdom was put into fuch 
hands as would promote order and fettlement. Thefe, 
tonjoined with Monk's army, which lay united at Lon
don, were efl:eemed a fufficient check on the more nume
rous, though difperfed army, of whofe inclir;ations there 
was il:ill much reafon to be diffiJent. Monk, however, 
was every day removing the more obnoxious officers, and 
bringing the troops to a fl:ate of difcipline and obedience. 

OvER TON, governor of Hull, had declared his refo
lution to keep poffeffion of that fortrefs till the coming of 
king Jefus: But \Vhcn Alured produced the authority of 
parliament for his delivering the place to colonel Fairfax; 
he thought proper to comply. 

MoNT AGUE, who commanded the fleet in the Baltic; 
had entered into the confpiracy with Sir George Booth.e ; 
and pretending want of provifions, had failed from the 
Sound towards the coafi: of England, with an intention 
of fupporting that infurrettion of the royalifi:s. On his 
arrival he received the news of Boothe's defeat, and the 
total failure of the enterprizc. The great difficulties, td 
which the parliament was then reduced, allowed them no 
leifure to examine fi:ricHy the reafons, which he gave for 
quitting his fi:ation; and they allowed him to retire peace
ably to his country houfe. T'he council of fiate now 
conferred on him, in conjunction with Monk, the com
mand of the · fleet; and fecu red the nava1, as well a5 

VoL. VII. Y military 
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c ~x'1r.P. military force, in hands favourable to the public fettl'e· 
~me11t. 

J66o. 
NOTWITHSTANDING all thefe fteps, which were taking 

towards the re-efl:ablifhment of monarchy, Monk ftiU 
maintained the appearance of zeal for a commonwealth; 
and hitherto allowed no canal of corr~fpondence between 
himfelf and the king to be opened. To call a free parli
ament, and to reftore the royal family,: were vifibly, in 
the prefent difpofttion of the kingdom, one and the fame 
meafure : Yet would not the general: declare, otherwife 
than by his actions, that he had adopted the king's in
terefts ; and nothing but neceffity extorted at lafl: the con
feffion from him. His filence, in the commencement of 
his enterprize, ought to be no objeCl:ion to hi~ fincerity; 
fmce he maintained the fame refcrve, at a tfme, when, 
confifi:ent with common knfe, he could have entertained 
no other purpofe a. 

T'HEii.E .was one Morrice, a gentleman of Devonfuire, 
of a fedentary, ftudious difpofition, nearly related to 
Monk, and one who h_ad· always maintained the fl:riB:e£1:' 
intimacy with him. vVith this friend alone did l\1onk: 
deliberate concerning that great enterprize, which he had 
projected. Sir John Granville, who had a commiffion 
from the king, applied to Morrice for accefs to the ge
neral ; but received for anfwer, that the general defired' 
him to communicate his bufincfs to Morrice. Granville, 
though importunately urged, twice refufed to deliver his 
mefrage to any but l\1onk himfelf; and this cauti6us po
litician, finding hirn now a pcrfon, whofe fecrefy cou1d 
be £:1.fely tru'fl:ed, admitted him to his prefence, and open
~d to him his whole it:tcntions. Still he fcrupled tQI 
commit any thing to. writing b : He delivered only a ver
bal meliage by Granvillc; affuring the king of his iervices, 

a See note [L J at the end of the Yolume. b Lanfdowne, Clarendono 

givin' 
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~rving advice for his conduct, and exhorting him infiantly c H A P. 
1 h S '£h . . d . . H LXJI. to eave t e pam terntones, an retire Into olland. '--v-.....1 

He was jufily apprehenfive lefi Spain might detain him as l6CSo. 

a. pledge for the recovery of Dunkirk and Jamaica. 
Charles followed thefe directions, and very narrowly 
efcaped to Br~da. Had he protracred his journey a few 
hours, he had certainly, under pretence of honour and 
refpecr, been arrefied by the Spaniards. 

LocKHAR T, who was governor of Dunkirk, and no 
wife averfe to the king's fervice, was applied to on this 
occafton. The fiate of England was fet before him, the 
certainty of the rc:fi:oration reprefented, and the profpect 
<>f great favour difplayed, if he would anticipate the vows 
()f the kingd,om, and receive the king into his garrifon. 
Lockhart :fi:ill replie.d, that his commiffion was deri\'ed 
from an Engli!h parliament, and he would not open his 
gates but in obed:ence to the fame authority c. This 
fcruple, though in the prefcnt emergence it approaches 
towards fuperftition, it is difficult for us entirely to con
oemn. 

THE elections for the new parliament went every 
where in favour of the king's party. This was one of 
thofe popular torrents, where the mofr indifferent, or 
even the mofl: averle, are tranfportcd with the general 
paffion, and zealou!ly adopt the fentiments of the fociety~ 
to which they belong. The enthufia:fi:s themfelves fecmed 
to be difarmed of their fury ; and between defpair and 
afionifbment gave way to thofe meafures, which they 
found, it would be impoffible for them, by their utmofl; 
efforts, to withfl:and. 1'he prefbytcrians, the royalifrs, 
being united, formed the voice of the nation, which, 
without noife, but with infinite ardour, called for the 
king's rcfroration. The kingdom was almofi: entirely in 
the hand:) of the former party ; and fome zealous leaders 

c Burnet. 

Y2 am on: 



CHAP. 
LXII. 

~ 
166o, 

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

among them began to renew the demand of thofe condi ... 

tions, which had been required of the late king in the 

treaty of Newport: But the general opinion feemed to 

condemn all thofe rigorous and jealous capitulations with 

their fovereign. Harraffed with convulfions and difor

ders, men ardently longed for repofe, and were terrified 

at the mention of negotiations or delays, which might 

afford opportunity to the feditious army frill to breed new 

confufion. T'he paffion too for liberty, having been 

carried to fuch violent extremes~ and having produced 

fuch bloody commotions, began, by a natural movement, 

to give place to a fpirit of loyalty and obedience; and 

the public was lefs zealous in a caufe, which was become 

odious, on account of the calamities, which had fo long 

attended it. After the conceffions made by the late king1 

the confl:itution feemed to be fufficiently fecured; and 

the additional conditions infifted on, as they had been 

framed during the greateft ardour of the contcft, amounted 

rather to an annihilation than a limitation of monarchy. 

Above all, the general was averfe to the mention of con

ditions ; and refolved, that the crown, which he intended 

to reftore, fhould be conferred on the king entirely free 

and unincumbered. Without farther fcruple, therefore, 

or jealoufy, the people gave their voice in eleB:ions for 

fuch as they knew to entertain fentiments favourable to 

monarchy; and all payed court to a party, which, they 

forefaw, was foon to govern the nation. Though the 

parliament had voted, that no one ihould be elected, who 

had himfelf, or whofe father had borne arms for the late 

king; little regard was any where payed to this ordinance. 

The leaders of the prefbyterians, the earl of Manchefter, 

lord Fairfax, lord Roberts, Hollis, Sir Anthon.y Aihley 

Cooper, Annefley, Lewis, were determined to atone for 

paft tranfgreffions by their prefent zeal for the royal in .. 

terefis; and from former merits, fucceffes, and fuffer- J 

9 
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inbo-s, they had acquired with their partv the highefl: C H A P. ~ LXll. credit and authority. ~ 
THE affairs of Ireland were in a condition no lefs fa

vourable to the king. As foon as Monk declared againft 
the Engli!h army, he clifpatched emiffaries into Ireland, 
and engaged the officers in that kingdom to concur with 
him in the fame meafures, Lord Broghill, prefident of 
Munfl:er, and Sir Charles Coote, prefiden of Connaught, 
went fo far as to enter into a correfpondence with the 
king, and to promifc their affifl:ance for his refi:oration. 
In conjunction with Sir Theophilus Jones, and other 
officers, they t-'Ook poffeffion of the government, and ex
cluded Ludlow, who was zealous for the parliament, but 
whom they pretended to be in a confederacy with the 
Committee of Safety! They kept themfelves in readinefs 
to ferve the king; but made no declarations, till they 
1hould fee the turn, which affairs took in England. 

BuT all thefe promifing views had almofl: been bla!led 
by an untoward accident. Upon the admiffion of the 
fecluded members, the republican party, particularly the 
late king's judges, were feized with the jufi:efr defpair, 
and endeavoured to infufe the fame fentiments into the 
army. By themfelves or their emiffaries, they repre
fented to the foldiers, that all thofe brave actions, which 
had been performed during the war, and which were fo 
meritorious in the eyes of the parliame~t, would no doubt 
be regarded as the deepefl: crimes by the roya,lifrs, and 
would expofe the army to the fevereft vengeance. That 
in vain did that party make profeffions of moderation and 
lenity : The king's death, the execution of fo many of 
the nobility and gentry, the fequeftration and imprifon
ment of the reil:, were in their eyes crimes fo deep, and 
ofFences fo perfonal, as muft be profecuted with the moft 
implacable refentment. That the lofs of all arrears, and 
t e calhiering of every officer and foldier, were the lighteft 

Y 3 punilhment, 
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c ~xt.P. puni!hment, which mufi be expeCted: After the difpcr<4 
~ fion of the army, no farther proteCtion remained to them) 

J
660

• either for life or property, but the clemency of enraged 
viCtors. And that, even if the mofi perfect fecurity could 
be obtained, it was inglorious to be reduced, by treachery 
and deceit, to fubjeetion under a foe, who, in the open. 
field, had fo often yielded to their fuperior valour." · 

AFTER thefe fuggefiions had been infufed into the 
army, Lambert fuddenly made his efcape from the Tower,' 
and threw Mo~1~ and the coui?-cil of frate into great con-· 
fternation. They knew Lambert's vigour and activity; 
they were acquainted wi~h his popularity in the army; 
they were fenfibl.e, that, though the foldiers had lately, 
deferted him, they fufficicntly exprefTed their r~morfe and, 
their detefiation of thof~, who, by falfe profeffions, they 
found, had fo egrcgioufly deceived them. · It feemed ne
cefiary, therefore, to employ the greatefi: celerity in fup-' 
preffing fo dangerous a foe : Colon~l In gold {_by, who had 
been one of the late king's judges, but who was now 
entirely engaged in the royal caufe, was difpatchcd after 

:t2d April. him. He overtook him at Daventry, while he had yet 
ai1emblcd but four troops of horfe. One of them dcferted: 
him. Another quickly followed. the example. He him
felf, endeavouring to make his efcape, was feized. by 'In..: 

gold!by, to wl~om he made fubmiffio~~ not fui~f.ble to h.is 
fqrmer character of fpirit and valour. Okey, f!xteJ,. 
Cobbet, Crede, and other officers of that party were 
taken prifoners with him. All the roads were full of. 
foldicrs haficning to join them. In a few days, they 

• woul<l. have been formidable. And it was thought, that 
it might 'prove d,angerous .for Monk himfelf to have affem-· 
bleq any confiderabJe body of his republican army for 
their fuppreHion : So that nothing could be more happy_ 
than the fudden extincrio·n of this ri[lng flame: 

'\'HEN 
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WHEN the parliament met, they chofe Sir Harbott1e C H A P. 

G · n_ r. ' LXII. 
nmuone 1peaker, a man, who, though he had for fome ~ 

time concurred with the late parliament, had lono- been 1Ci9o. 
b 25th April. 

eileemed affectionate to the king's fcrvice. 1'he great 

dangers, incurred during preceding ufurpations, joined 

to th~ extreme caut!or of the general, kept every one in 

awe; and none dared, for fame days, to make any men-

tion of the king. The members exerted their fpirin~hicHy 

in bi tcr invecrives againil the memory of Cromwcl, anJ 

in execrations againil the inhuman murther of theiJ 

late fovereign. At laft, the genera], having fufficiently 1ft 1\fay, 

founded thei inclinations, gave direCtions to Annefley, 

prefident of th~ council, to inform them, that one Sir 

John Gra!Iville, a fervant of the king's, had been fent 

over by his majdly, and was now at the door with a let-

er to the commons. The loudcil acclamations were ex- The re.ffora .. 

cited by this intclligen~e. Gr~nvill~ was calied in : The tion. . 

letter, accompanied wi~h a declaration, gr~edily read: 

Without one moment's delay, ~nd without a contradic

tory vote, a committee was appoit~tcd t~ prep~re an ' 

anfwer: And in order to fpread t~c 1at:n~ fatisfaCtioll; 

throughout the kingdom, it was vote~ tl\at the letter an_4 

declaration ihould immediately be publifhed 

THE people, freed from that ftatc of fufpcnc~, · n '\;hie~ 
they had fo long been held, now changed their anxious 

hope for the unmixt effufions of joy; and difpbycd a 
focial triumph and exultation, which I,O private profpe

.rity, even the grcateft, is ever able fully to infpirc. 

'rraditions remain of men, p ·rticularly of Oughtrcd, the 

mathematici<\n, wt-io ~ied fot plcafure, when iuformed of 

this happy and furpri{!ng eyenh The king's declaration 

was well calculated tP l\phold "'h fatisfaCticn, infpired bY. 

the profpeCl: of PD:blic rettleme1_1t. It offerc.~ a generat 

amnefty to all ptrfon~ whatfoever; and that without any 

i(XCeptiQl~S but fu~h as. il ould afterwar4s be !f1 de by p:1r: 
· · y ' 4· liamen.t ; 
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c H A P. liament: It promifed liberty of confcicncc; and a con-
LXII. . , . .._...v- currence in· any acl: of parliament, wn1ch, upon m:1ture 
'66o, deliberation, ihould be offered, for infuring that indul

gence : The enquiry into all grants, pUl·c~afcs, and 
alienation , it fubmitted to tJ1e arbitr~tion of the fame 
affembJy: And i[ afiured the o uiers of all tLeir arrears, 
and promifed them, for the future, the fame pay, which 
they then enjoyed. 

THE lords, perceiving the fpirit, by which the king
~om as well as the commons was ani:r1atcd, ha:fl:ened tQ 
re-in.flate themfdves in their ancient authority, and' to 
take their !hare in the ft ttlement of the nation. They 
found the doors of their houfe open; and all were admi~
red, even fuch as had formerly been excluded on account 
~f their pretended delinquency~ 

T!fE two houfes attended; while the king was pro-
th May, chimed with great folcmnity, in Palace-Yard, at White

hall, and at Temple-Bar. 'I'he commons voted .)OO 

pounds to buy a jewel for Gn:.nville, who had brought 
them the king's g"racious melfag~s : A prefent of so,ooo 
pounds was conferred on the king, ' Io,ooo pounds on the 
cJuke of York, scoo pounds on the duke of Glocefrer. 
A committee of lords and commons was difpatched to 
invite his majefiy to return a11d take poffeffion of the go
vernment. The rapidity, with which all thefe events 
~·ere cond u[ted, was marvellous, and difcovered the paf
fionate zeal and entire unanimity of the nation. Such 
an impatience appeared, and fuch an emulation, in lords, 
and commons, and city, who 1hould make the mofr lively 
ex.pre:ffions of their joy and duty; that, as the noble 
~ip:ori.m expreffes it, a man could not but wonder where 
thofe people dwelt, who had done all the mifchief, and 
,Jc.ept the J...in0 fo many years from enjoying the comfort 
~nd fupport of 1uch excellent fubjecrs. The king him~ 
f~!f fa)~~ ~~4:1:t it muft fure1y have been his own {au1t

2 

t~at 
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·that he had not fooner taken poifeffion of the throne ; C H A P· 
. . :tXII. iince he found every body fo zealous for promotmg h1s '---v--J 

happy rcftoration. 166o. 
THE refpeCl: of foreign powers foon followed the fub

miffion of the king's fubjech. Spain invited him to 
return to the Low Countries, and embark in fome of her 
mant1me towns. France made protefl:ations of affeCtion 
~nd regard, and offered Calais for the fame purpofe. 
The fbtes-gencral fent deputies with a like friendly in
)litation. The king refolved to accept of this lafl:: offer. 
The people of the republic bore him a cordial affeCtion; 
and politics no longer refirained their magifrrates from 
promoting and expre:ffing that fentiment. As 1 e palfcd 
from Breda to the Hague, he was attended with numer
ous crowds, and was received with the loudeft acclama
#ons; as if themfclves, not their rivals in power and 
commerce, were now reftored to peace and fecurity. 
The fiates-general in a body, and afterwards the fiates 
of Holland apart, performed their compliments with the 
greatefi folemnity: Every perfon of diftinetion was am
bitious of being introduced to his majefty; all ambalfadors 
and public minifiers of kings, princes, or ftates, repaired 
~o him, and profelfed the joy of their mafters in his be
pal£: So that one would have thought, that, from the 
united efforts of Chriftendom, had been derived this 
!evolution, which diffufed every where fuch uni~erfal 
fatisfaCtion. 

THE Englilh fleet came in fight of Scheveling. Mon
tague had not waited for orders from the parliament; but 
had perf uaded the officers, of themfel ves, to tender their 
duty to his majefty. The duke of York immediately 
went on board, and took the command of the fleet as 
high admiral. 

WHEN the king difembarked at Dover, he was met 
1>1 t~e general? whom he cordial~ embraced. Never 

fubje6t 
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c H A P. fubjeCl: in faCt, probably in his intentions, had defervcd 
~ p~tter of his king and country. In the fpace of a few 

~~~p. months, without effufion of blood, by his cautious anti 
difintereited conduCt alone, he had befrowed fettlement 
on three kingdoms, which had long been torne with the 
mofr violent convulfions : And having obftinately refufed 
the mo~ i1 viting cynditions, olfered him by the king as 

weq as by every party in the kingdom, he freely re.fiored 
hi_s i-!Jjured mafter to the vacant throne. The king en-

~9th May. tered London on the 29th of !vfay, which was alfo his 
birth-day. The fond imaginations of men interpreted as 
a happy omen the concurrence of two fuch joyful periods. 

).,fanners 
~!!d ans. 

* * * ~ * * * * * * 

AT this ~ra, it may be proper to fl:op a moment, and 
take a general furvey of the age, fo far as regards man
ners, finances, arms, commerce, arts and fciences. The: 
chief ufe of hi.fiory is, that it affords materials for difqui
fitions of this nature; and it ·(eems the duty ofa.n hifrorian 
to point out the proper inferences 2nd conclufions. 

No people coul_d UI]dergo a change more fudden and 
entire in their manners than did the En.glifh nation dur
ing this period. From tranquillity, concord, fubmiffi011., 
fobriety, they paffed in an inftant to a frate of faction, 
fanaticifm, rebellion, and almoft frenzy. The yipl_enc~ 
of the Englifh parties exceed.ed any thing ';yhich we C~J?. 
now imagine: Had they con_tinued but a little longer, 
there was jufi reafon to dread all the horrors of the ancien'!; 
malfacres and profcriptions. The military ufurpers, whof~ 
authority was founded on palpable injufiice, and was fup
ported by no national party, woul4 have bee~1 imp.ellecl 

. . ~1 
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by rage and defpair into fuch fanguinary meafures ; and C H A P. 
I • LXII. 
jf thefe furious expedients had been embraced on one fide, V"\/"'J 
revenge would naturally have pufhed the other party, after 166o. 

a return of power, to retaliate upon their enemies. No 
focial intercourfe was maintained between the parties; no 
~arriages or alliances contraCl:ed. The royalifts, though 
oppreffed, harraffed, perfecuted, difdained all affinity 
'Yith their mafiers. The more they were reduced to fub-
jeCl:ion, the greater fuperiority did they affeCt above thofe 
ufurpers, who by violence and injufiice had acquired an 
afcendant over them. 

THE manners of the two fact:;ons were as oppofite a• 
thofe of the mofi difiant nations. " Your friends, the 
" Cavaliers," faid a parliamentarian to a royalift, " are 
" very diflolute and debauched." " True," replied the 
royalifi, " they have the infirmities of men: But your 
" friends, t~e Roundheads, have the vices of devils, 
" tyranny, rebclliqn, and fpiritual pride d." Riot and 
diforder, it is ccrta·n, notwithftanding the good example 
fet them by Charles I. prevailed very much among his 
partizans. Being commonly men of birth and fortune, 
to whom excefles are lcfs pernicious than to the vu]aar, 
• b 

the[ were too apt to indulge themfelves in all pleafures, 
parti ularly thofe of the table. Oppofition to the rigid 
preci1enefs of their antagonifis encrcafed their inclination 
to goo.:f-fcllowfhip; and the charaCter of a man of plea
fllre was affected among them, as a fure pledge of attach
ment to' the church and mon<!rchy. Even when ruined 
by confifcations and fcqucftrations, they endeavoured to 
maintain the appcani.nce of a carelcfs and focial jollity. 
,_ As much as hope is fupcrior to fear," [aid a poor and 
merry cavalier, " [o much is our fituation preferable to 
.. th. t of our enemies. \Ve laugh while they tre~ble.' ... 

\ 

a Sir Philip Warwic. 
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c H A P. THE gloomy enthufiafm, which prevailed among the LXII. 
~parliamentary party, is furcly the mofi curious fpetl:acle 

16
6o. prefented by any hifl:ory; and the mofl: infl:rucrive, as 

well as entertaining, to a philofophical mind. :All recre
ations were in a manner fufpended by the rigid feverity 
of the preibyterians and ind~pendents. Horfe-races and 
cock-matches were prohibited as the greatefr enormities e. 

Even bear-baiting was efl:eemed heatheni:lh and unchri
ftian : The fport of it, not the inhumanity, gave offence .. 
Colonel Hcw!on, from his pious zeal, mal·ched with hi~ 
regiment into London, and defl:royed all the bears, which 
were there kept for the diverfion of the citizens. This 
adventure fcems to have gi\'en birth to the .fiCtion of Hu
dibras. 'T'hough the Englifh nation be naturally candid 
and fincere, hypocrify prevailed among them beyond any 
example in ancient or modern times. The religious hy
pocrify, it may be remarked, is of a peculiar nature; and 
being generally unknown to the perfon himfclf, though 
more dangerous, it implies lefs falfehooq than any other 
fpecies of infincerity. The Old Teframent, preferably 
to the New, was the favourite of all the feCl:aries! The 
eafl:ern poetical fiyle of that compofition made it more 
eafily fufceptible of a turn, which was agreeable to them. 

WE have had occafion, in the (;ourfe of this work, to 
fpeak of many of the fetl:s, which prevailed in Eng~and : 
To enumerate them all would be impoffible. The 
quakers, however, are fo confiderable, at leafr fo fingu
lar, as to merit fome attention; and as they entirely re-
nounced by principle the ufe of arms, they never made 
fuch a figure in public tranfactions as to enter into any 
part of our narration. 

THE religion of the quakers, like mofl: others, began 
with the lowefr vulgar, and, in its progrefs, came at Jaft . 
to ~omprehend people of better quality and faihion. 

e Killing no Murde.r~ 
George 
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.Gcoro-e Fox, born at Drayton in Lancafhire in 162.:1, CH A P. 
b I LXII 

was the founder of this feB:. He was the fon of a weaver, ,___....,_~ 
and was himfelf bound apprentice to a fhoe-maker. 166.:). 

Feeling a fi:ronger turn towards fpiritual contemplations 
than towards that mechanical profeffion, he left his ma-

fter, and went about the country, cloathcd in a leathern 
doublet, a Jrefs which he long affected, as well for its 
fingularity as its cheapnefs. That he might wean him-
felf entirely from fublunary objects, he broke off all con

nexions with his friends and family, and never dwelled a 
moment in one place; left habitude fhould beget new 
connexions, and deprefs the fublimity of his aerial medi
tations. He frequently wandered into the woods, and 
paffed whole days in hollow trees, without company, or 

any other amufement than his Bible. Having reached 
that pitch of perfection as to need no other book, he foon 
advanced to another ftate of fpiritual progrefs, and began 
to pay lefs regard even to that di rine compoiition itfelf. 
His own breaft, he imagined, was full of the fame infpi
ration, which had guided the prophets and apoftlcs them-
felves ; and by this inward light muft every fpiritual 
obfcurity be cleared, by this living fpirit mufi: the dead 
letter be animated. 

WHEN he had been fu.fficiently confecrated in his own 
jmagination, he felt that the fumes of felf-applaufe foon 
diffipate, if not continually fupplied by the admiration of 
others; and he began to feek profelytes. Profelytes were 
eaiily gained, at a time when all men's affeCl:ions were 
turned towards religion, and when the moft extravagant 
modes of it were fure to be moft popular. All the forms 
of ceremony, invented by pride and oftentation, Fox and 
his difciples, from a fuperior pride and oftentation, care
fully rejected: Even the ordinary rites of civility were 
1hunned, as the nourilhment of carnal vanity and felf

~Qnceit. They WQJJld befiow ,nQ ti~les of difiinC!ion: 

The 
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c H. A P. The name of friend was the only falutation, with which LXII. h . d r. • • 1 n. d T r. . ~ t ey m i1cnmmate y accone every one. ono per1on 

;~66o. would they make a bow, or move their hat, or give any 
figns of reverence. Infiead of that afteCt:ed adulation, 
introduced into modetn tongues_, of fpeaking to indivi
duals as if they were a multitude, they returned to the 
ftinplicity of ancient languages ; and thou and thee were 
the only expre:ffions, which, on any conlideration, they 
could be brought to employ. 

DRESS too, a material circumfiance, difi:inguifhed the 
members of this feet. Every fuperRuity and ornament 
was carefully retrenched : No plaits to their coat, no 
buttons to their fleeves : No lace, no rufRes, no emhroi.;. 
dery. Even a button to the hat, though fometimes ufe.: 
fu1, yet not being always fo, was univerfally rejeCt:ed by 
them with horror and detefiation. 

THE violent enthufiafm of this feet:, like all high paf~ 
:lions, being too fhong for the weak nerves to fufiain, 
threw the preachers into convulfions, and ihakings, and 
difiortions in their limbs; and they thence received the 
denomination of quakers. Amidfi the great toleration, 
which was then granted to all feels, and even encourage
ment given to all innovations, this feet alone fuffered 
perfecution. From the fervour of their zeal, the quakers 
broke into churches, difiurbed public worfhip, and har
ralfed the minifter and audience with railing and reproaches. 
When carried oefore a magifirate, they refufed him all 
reverence, and treated him with the fame familiarity as if 
l1e had been their equal. Sometimes they wete thrown 
into mad-houfes, fometimes into prifons: Sometimes 
whipped, fometimes pilloryed. The patience and mag
nanimity, with which they fuffered, begat compaffion, 
admiration, eftcem t. A fupernatural fpirit was believed 

to 
f The following ftory is told by Whitlocke, p. 599• Some qualcers at 

Hafin;ton in. North1.1mberland ~omins to the: miniller on the Sabbath·nay, 
and 
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to fupport them under thofe fufferings, which the ordi- C H A P. 

nary fiate of humanity, freed from the illufions of paffion, ~~ 
is unable to fufiain. J66o. 

THE quakers creeped into the army: But as they 
preached univerfal peace, they feduced the military ze<llots 
from their profeffion, and would foon, had they been fuf
fered, have put an e 1d, without any defeat or calamity~ 
to the dominion of the faints. Thefe attempts became a 
freili ground of perfecution, and a new reafon for their 
progrefs among the people. 

MoRALS with this feet were carried, or affeB:ed to be 
carried, to the fame degree of extravagance as religion. 
Give a quaker a blow on one cheek, he held up the other: 
Aik his cloke, he gave you· his coat aHo : The greatefi: 
intcreft could not engage him, in any court of judicature" 
to fwear even to the truth : He never afked more for his 
wares than the precife fum, which he was determined to 
accept. This lafr maxim is laudable, and continues frill 
to be religioufly ooferved by that fect. 

No fanatics ever earned farther the hatred to ceremo
nies, forms, orders, rites, and pofitive infritutions. Even 
baptifm and the Lord's fupper, by all other fccts believed 
to be interwoven with the very vitals of chrifrianity, were 
difdainfully rejeCted by them. The very Sabbath they 
profaned. The holinefs of churches they derided; and 
would give to the!e facred edifices no other appellation 
than that of jhops or fleeple-boufes. No priefis were admit
ted in their feet : Every one had received from immediate 
illumination a charaCter much fuperior to the facenlotal. 
When they met for divine worfhip, each rofe up in his 

a:~d {peaking to him, the people fell upon the quakers, and almolt killed 
one or two of them, who gomg out fell on their knees, and prayed God ta 

pardon the people, who knew not what they did; and afterwards fpeakiag to 

the people, fo convinced them of the evil they had clone in beating them.t 

that the country people f".!ll a quarrelling, and bti.lt one a.~Wlher JIWre than 
lhey had before beaten the quakers, 

place, 
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·c H A P. place, and delivered the extemporary infpirations of thci 
LXII. .r . • W lr. cl . d 

'---v--.1 1p1nt: omen a 10 were a mitte to teach the brethren, 
1660

• and were confidered as proper vehicles to convey the: 
dictates of the Holy Ghoft. Sometimes a great inany 
preachers were moved to fj1eak at once : Som times a total· 
filencc prevailed in their congregations. 

SoME quakers attempted to faft forty days in imitation 
of Chrift' and one of them bravely periihcd in the expe
riment g. A female quaker came naked into the church 
where the proteCtor fate; being moved by the fpirit, as 
fhe faid, to appear as a Jign to the people. A number of 
them fancied, that the renovation of all things had com
menced, and that cloaths were to be reje<.sl:ed together 
with other fuperfluities. The fufferings, which followed 
the practice of this doCl:rine, were a fpecies of perfecution 
not well calculated for promoting it. 

]AMES N A YLOR was a quaker, noted for blafphemy, 
or rather madnefs, in the time of the proteCl:orlhip. He 
fancied, that he himfclf was transformed into Chrift, and 
was become the real Saviour of the world ; and in confe
quence of this frenzy, he endeavoured to imitate many 
actions of the Meffiah related in the evangelifts. As he 
bore a refemblance to the common piCtures of Chrift; he 
allowed his beard to grow in a like form: He raifed a per
fan from the dead h: He was miniftered unto by women i: 
He entered Brifrol, mounted on a horfe: I fuppofe, from 
the difficulty in that place of finding an afs: His difciples 
fpread their garments before him, and cried, " Hofanna 
" to the highefr; holy, holy is the Lord God of Sab
" baoth." When carried before the magiftrate, he would 
give no other anfwer to all quefrions than " thou haft. 

g Whitlocke, p. 6z4. 

h Harleyan Mifcellany, vol. vi. p. 399• One Dorcas Earberry made oath. 

before a magifrrate, that ihe had been dead two days, and that N aylor hact 
brought her to life. i Id, ibid. 

,, faid 
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" faid it." What is remarkable, the parliament thought C H A P. 
. LXII. 

that the matter dtferved their attention. Near ten days '--v---1 

they fpent in enquiries and debates about him k. They 166o. 

condemned him to be pilloryed; whipped, burned in the 
face, and to have his tongue bored through with a red hot 
iron. All thefe feverities he bore with the ufual patience. 
So far his delufion fupported him. But the fequel fpoiled 
all. He was fent to Bridewell, confined to hard htbour, 
fed on bread and water, and debarred from all his dif-
ciples, male and female. His illufions diilipated ; and 
after fame time, he was contented to come out an ordi-
nary man, and return to his ufual occupations. 

THE chief taxes in England, during the time of the 
commonwealth, were the monthly dfeifments, the excife, 
and the cuftoms. The aifellinents were levied on erfonal 
eilates as well as on land • ; and cotnmiffioncrs were ap
pointed in each county for rating the individuals. The 
highefr afldfment amounted to 120,000 pounds a month 
in England; the lowefr was 35,000. The afreifments 
in Scotland were fometimes Io,ooo pounds a month m; 

commonly 6ooo. 1"'hofe on Ireland 9000. At a me
dium) this tax might h:l.Ve afForded about a million a year. 
'I'he excife, during the civil wars, was levied on bread, 
:fleih-meat, as well as beer, ale, fi:rq 1g- vaters, and many 
other commodities. After the kin~ was fubdued, bre:.d 
.-nd Re!h-meat were exempted from excife. 'I'hc cufioms 
on exportation were lowered in 16 s6 ,,_ In 16 so. COffi

miffiontrs were appointed to levy both cufioms and ex
cifes. Cromwel in 1657 returned to the old practic o 
f:trming. Eleven hundred thou fand pounds were then 
offered, both for cufroms alld excife, a greater furr. than 
h;1d ever been levied by the commiffioners I). The w wle 
cf the taxes dur·ng th:!t IJerir d might at 2. mcdi m ~mo t 

k Thurloe, vol. v, p. 7oS. 

m Thurloe, Yol. ·i. p. 476. 

o Thurloe, vol, vi. l'• 425. 

·:YoL. VII. Z 

1 Scobe', p. 419. 
Jl ~c~bc' 1 • 376. 

.. 
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c H A r. to above two millions a }rear; a fum, which, though 
L:Y !I. ~ 

~moderate, much exceeded the revenue of any former 
166o, king P, Sequefhations, compofitions, fale of crown and 

church lands, and of the lands of delinquents, yielded 

alfo confiderable fums, but very difficult to be efiimatcJ. 

Church lands are faid to have been fold for a million q. 

1 Tone of thefe were ever val ucd at above ten or eleven 

years purchafe r. T'he cfiates of delinquents amounted 
to above 2oc,ooo pounds a year 5

• Cromwel died more 
than two millions in debt t; though the parliament had 

left him in the tre:.1fury 2bove soo,ooo pounds; and in 

ftores, the value of ;oo,ooo pounds u. 

THE committee of danger in April 1648 voted to raife 

the army to 40,000 men w. The fame year, the pay of 
the arn y was efrimatcd at 8o,ooo pounds a month x. 

'I'he efrabliiliment of the army in 1652, was in Scotland 

IS,OOO foot, 2580 horfe, 560 dragoons; in England, 

4700 foot, 2520 horfe, garrifons 6154· In all, 31,519, 
be fides officers Y. The army in Scotland was afterwards 

confiderably reduced. 'The army in Ireland was not 

much {hort of 20,000 men; fo that upon the whole; the 

commonwealth m2intained in I 652 a franding army of 

Ir.ore than 50,000 men. Its pay amounted to a yearly 

fum of I,047,715 poundsz. Afterwards the protector 
reduced the efra 1i{hment to 30,000 men; as appears by 
the Infhument of Government and Humble Petition and 
Advice. His frequent enterprizes obliged him from time 
to time to augment them. Richard had on foot in Eng

land an army cf I 3,258 men, in Scotland 9506, in Ire-

P It appears that the late king's revenue from 1637, to the meeting of the 

long parlla:·nent, W3S only 9 c. o,o o pounds, of which zoo,oco may be efl·oem

ed illegal. q Dr. Walker, p. 14. r Thurloe, vol, i, p. 7 53• 
11 Ibid. vol. ii. p. 4'4· t Ibid. vol. vii. p. 667. 

u World'~ l\Idbkc iil Oliver Cromwel, w Whitlockt>, P• ~93• 

x Ibid. p. 37S. Y Journal, ~d December, J6p. 

z Id, ib1d. 

la.n~ 
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land apout Io,ooo men a. The foot foldiers had corn- C H A P. 
• • b LXH. monly a fhJil ng a day • The horfe had two fhiilings ~___, 

and fix-pence; fo that many gentlemen and younger 16€o. 

brothers of good fa:nily inlified in the protector's cavalry c. 

No wonder, that fuch men were averfe from the re-efl:a
blifhment of civil government, by which, they well,knew, 
they mufi be depril·ed of [o gainful a profeffion. 

AnouT the time of the battle of \Vorcefl:er, the par .. 
liament had on foot about 8o,ooo men, partly militia, 
partly regular forces. The vigour of the commonwealth, 
and the great cap:::.city of thofe members, who had affum
ed the adminifrration, neVer at any time appeared fo con ... 
fpicuous d. , 

THE whole revenue of the public during the protec
torillip of Richard was cfiimated at 1,868,717 pounds: 
His annual expcnces at 2,201,540 pounds. An addi
tional revenue was demanded from the parliament e. 

THE commerce and indufl:ry of England cncreafeJ 
extremely during 6e peaceable period of Charles's reign : 
The trade to the Eafr-Indies and to Guinea became con
fiderable. The Englifh poffeffed almofl: the foie trade 
v;ith Spain. Twenty thoufand cloths were annually fent 
to Turkey r, Commerce met with interruption, no doubt, 
from the civil \Va~s and convulfions, which afterwards 
prevailed; though it foon recovered after the efiablifh
mcnt of the commonwealth. '"rhe war with the Dutch ,. 
by difireffing the commerce of fo formidable a rival, ferved 
to encourage trade in England: The Spanifh v;ar \V<l'J 

in an equal degree pernicious. All the efieB:s of the 
Engli{h merchants, to an immer..fe value, were coniif
cated inS pain._ 'rile prevalence of dcmocratical princi pies 

a Journal, 6th of April, 1659• b Thurloe, vol. i. p. 39)• 
vol. ii. p. 414-· : Gumble's !He cf Monk, d Whitlock·, 
P• 477• e Journal, 7th t\Jlril, 1659• f S•ratfl;rd'a LeLters, 
·ol, i, p. 42.1, 42:, 4~o, 167. 

z~ eno-aged 
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c H~~A P. engaged the country gentlemen to bind their fons appren
LAII. 

'--v--J tices to merchants g ; and commerce has ever fince been 
J66o. more honourable in England than in any other European 

kingdom. The exclufive companies, which formerly 
confined trade, were never exprefsly abolilhed by any or
dinance of parliament during the commonwealth; but as 
men payed no reg~rd to the prerogative, whence the 
charters of thefe companies were derived, the monopoly 
was gradually invaded, and commerce encreafcd by the 
encreafe of liberty. Intereft in 1650 was reduced to fix 
per cent. 

THE cuftoms in England, before the civil wars, are 
faid to have amounted to 500,000 pounds a year h: A 
fum ten times greater than during the beft period in queen 
Elizabeth's reign: But there is probably fome exagger
ation in this matter. 

THE Poft-houfe, in 1653, was farmed at ro,ooo pounds 
a year, which was deemed a confiderable fum for the three 
kingdoms. Letters paid only about half the prefent 
poftage. 

FRoM 1619 to 1638, there had been coined 6,900,042 
pounds. From 1638 to 1657, the coinage amounted to 
7,733,521 pounds i. Dr. Davenant has told us, from 
the regifiers of the Mint, that, between 1558 and 1659, 
there had been coined 19,832,476 pounds, in gold and 
filver. 

THE firfl: mention of tea, coffee, and chocolate, is 
about 166o 1c. Afparagus, artichoaks, colliflower, and 
a variety of fallads, were about the fame time introduced 
into England z. 

THE colony of New England encreafcd by means of 
the puritans, who fled thither, in order to free themfclves 

g Clarendon, h Lewis R.oberts's Treafure of Traffick. 

i Happy Fotur~ State of England, k Andel'fun~ vol, ii. p. JI t. 
1 ld. ibid, . 
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from the con!haint, which Laud and the church party C H A P. 
. LXll. 

had tmpofed upon them; and before the commencement ..___.---.J 

of the civil wars, it is fuppofcd to have contained 25,000 166o. 

fouls m. For a like reafon, the catholics, afterwards, 
who found themfelves expofed to many hard:lbips, an~ 
dreaded frill worfe treatment, went over to America i~ 
great numbers, and fettlcd the colony of Maryland. 

BEFORE the civil wars, learning and the fine arts were 
favoured at court, and a good tafre began to prevail in the 
nation. T'he king loved pictures, fometimes handled the 
pencil himfelf, and was a good judge of the art. The 
pieces of foreign mafi:ers were bought up at a V?-it price; 
and the value of pictures doubled in Europe by the em~
lation between Charles and Philip IV. of Spain, who was 
touched with the fame elegant paffion. V andyke .,.v-as 
cardlcd and enriched at court. Inigo Jones was mafier 
of the king's buildings; though afterwards perfecutcd by 
the parliament on <:.ccount of the part, which he had in ' 
:rebuilding St. Paul's, and for obeying feme orders of 
council, by which he was directed to pull down noufes~ 
in order to make room for that fabric. Law , who had 
npt been furpaffcd by any mufician before him, wa much 
beloved by the king, who called him the [; thcr of m tfic. 
~harles was a good judge of writing, and was efreqncd 
by fome more anxious with regard to purity of fiy1e than 
b ecame a mon(lrch n. Notwithfi:anding his narrow reve
nue, and his freedom from all vanity, he lived in udt 
JTiagnificence, that he poffe!led four and twenty pala e , 
~11 of th~m elegantly and compleatly ft rniihcd; it fomuch,. 
that, ·when he removed from one t an,)th~r, he a. not 
obliged to tranfport any thing 3long 'i th ' im. 

CROMWEL, though himfelf a barbarian was not in
fenfible to literary merit. U fi er, notwithftandiz g hi . .; 

cing a bi:lhcp, re eived a penfion from him. Marv ·1 

Britilh Empire in America, •:ol. i. P• 37"• "' u m.t. 

z 3 1-1 
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c H A P. and Mi1tQn were in his fervice. ~Taller, who was hi~ 
LX f. f: ·d ~ relation, was carelfed by him. That poet al vays a1 , 

J6co, that the Protector himfelf was not fo wholly illiterate as 

was commonly imagined. He ga\'e a hundred pounds a 
year to the divinity profeffor at Oxford ; and an hifl:orian 
mentions this bounty as 311 infrance of his love of lite
rature o. He intended to have erected a college at Dur
h:lm for the benefit of the northern counties. 

CIVIL wars, efpecially when fot nded on principles of 
liberty, are not commonly unfavourable to the arts -of 
e!oquence and compofttion; or rather, by prefenting no

bler and more interefiing objeCts, they amply compenfate 
for that tranquillity, of wh!ch they ber ave the mufi s. 

The fpeeches of the parliamentary orators during this 
period are of a firc:.in much fuperior to what any former 
age had produced in England ; and the force and compafs 
of our tongue were then firil put to trial. It mufi how
ever be confeffcd, that the wretched fanaticifin, which fo 
much infected the parliamenta;-y p<-:-ty, was no lefs de
firuB:ive of tafl:e and fcience, than of all law and order. 
Gaiety and wit were profcribed : uman learning de
fpifed: :Freedom of enquiry dctefie : Cant and hypocrify 
alone encouraged. It was, n :.1rticle pofitivcly ir.ftfi:ed on 
in the prelimina.ries ~o the treaty of Uxbridg<', that all 
play-houfes !hould for ever be ~bo1iilied. Sir John Da
venant, fays \Vh.tlocke r, [peaking of the year 1658, 
pub ifhed an oper., notwit fianJing the nicety of th~ 
times. Alllh-- ...... ing's fun.iture was putt~ ["le: His pic
tures, difpo[cd of at \·cry low pri s, enriched all the 

colleCl:ions in Europe: The cartoons, when corn ete, 
we!·e only appr~!fed at 300 poun 's, though the \V 1ole 
colletl ion of the king's curiofities were fo]cl at above 

so,ooo q_ Even the royal palaces v ·ere pull-.:d in piec s 

o 'e;;~)e's Hifiory of the Puritans, vol. iv. p. lZ3• 
q ad, Hifi, vol. xix, p. 3.3. 

and 
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nJ the matc1ials of them fold. The very library and C H A P. 

medals at St. James's, were intended by the generals to~~ 
be brought to auction, in order to pay the arr ars of fome I6te. 

regiments of ea ralry, quartered near London: But Sd-
den, apprehenfi re of this lofs, engaged his f icnd Whit-
locke, then lord-keeper for the commonwealth, to 2.pply 
for the office of librarian. This contrivance f«.ved that 

valuable colle61:ion. 

IT is however remarkable, that the greatefr genius by 
far, that {hone out i 1 England curing this penod, Wa5 

decpl y engaged w~th thefe fanatics, and even profl:it ted 
his pen in theolog· r-al controyerfy, in faCti 1,1s d:f!) tcs, 
and in jufl:ifying the mofl: violent meaf tres of the party. 
rrhis was John .~.1ilton, whofe poems arc admirable, 
thougl liable to fome objecrions; his profe writings 
clifagr cable, though not altogether defective in genius. 
Nor are all his poems equal: His Paradife Loft, his Co
mus, and a few others lhine out amidft fomc fiat and in
lipid compofitions : Even in the Par:1dife Loft, his car.ital 

p:::rformance, · ei·e are very long pailagcs, amounting to 

near a third of the work, almoil: wno.ly devoid of har
mony and elegance, nay, of all vigour of imagination. 
This naturai inequality in i 1ilton's 5 en ·us was much 
c1 crcafcd by the inequalities in 1is fubjeB:; of which 

fome parts are of themfelves t 1 e mo!l: lof y that can ent r 
into human conception; others would have requ I'=d t. e 
noft laboured elegance of compofition to rupport ~hen • 

It is certain, that this author, ,rhen i1 .., happy moo' 
and employe on a noble fubjeet, is then oH: ·\vonderfully 
f blimc of any poet in any lan ,.ua~e; Homer and -..,ucre

tius and rrafio r o_t excepted. fore conciC. than Ho ncr, 

n.ore fimple than Tafio, more nervous t 1an ucr t ius; 
had he lived in a later age, and learned to poli. f ~ .e 
rudcnefs in his vcrfcs ;, had he enjoy b .... ttc1 fo tune, 

nd poficficd lcifurc to watch the ;:ctu ·n) o. ge 1ius in 
z k"! lfdf ~ 
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C H A P. himfelf; he had attained the pinnacle of human pcrfec.; 
LXIT. 

\..---v--J tion, and borne away the palm of epic poetry. 
J66o, IT is well known, that Milton never enjoyed in hi3 

lifetime the reputation which he deferved. His Paradife 
Loft was long neglected: Prejudices againft an apologift 
for the regicides, and againft a work not wholly purged 
from the cant of former times, kept the ignorant world 
from perceiving the prodigious merit of that performance. 
Lord Somers, by encouraging a good edition of it, about 
twenty years after the author's death, firfi brought it into 
reputation; and Tonfon, in his dedication of a fmaller 
edition, fpeaks of it as a work jufi: beginning to be known. 
Even during the prevalence of l\1ilton's party, he feems 
never to have been much regarded; and vVhitlocke r talks 
of one Milton, as he calls him, a blind man, who was 
employed in tranflating a treaty with Sweden into Latin. 
Thefe forms of expreffion are amufing to poll:erity, whq 
confider how obfcure Whitlocke himfelf, though lord
keeper, and ambaffador, and indeed a man of great abi-: 
lity and merit, has become in comparifon of Milton. 

I:r was not ftrange, that Milton received no encour .. 
agement after the reftoration : It was more to be admired, 
that he efcaped with his life. l\1any of the cavaliers 
blamed extremely that lenity towards him, which was fo 
honourable in the king, and fo advantageous to pofterity~ 
It is faid, that he had faved D:1venant's life during the 
proteCt:odhip; and Davenant in return afforded him lik~ 
protection after the reftoration; being fenfible, that men 
of letters ought ah"·ays to regard their fympathy of tafi:~ 
as a more powerful band of union, than any difference 
of party or opinion as a fource of animoflty. It was dur
ing a Hate of poverty, blindnefs, difgrace, danger, and 
old age, that Milton compofed his wonderful poem, 
which not only furpafied all the performances of his co-

r P. 633• 

temporaries, 
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temporaries, but all the compofitions, wh!ch had flowed c H A P. 
. d . h . f h' d h h . h LXII. from h1s pen, urmg t e v1gor o !S 2-ge, an t e e1g t '--v--.1 

of his profperity. Thi circumfl:ance is not the leafi re- 166o. 

markable of all thofe which attend that great genius. 
WALL ER was the firG: refiner of En~li!h poetry, at leafl: 

of Englifh rhyme ; but his performances frill ,abound with 
many faults, and, what is more material, they contain 
but fi eble and fuperficial beauties. Gaiety; wit, and ip
genuity are their ruling charaCl:er : They afpire not to 
the fublime; frill lefs to the pathetic. They treat of 
love, without making us feel any tendernef...,; and abound 
in panegyric, without exciting admiration. The pane
gyric, however, on Cromwel contains more force than 
we fhould exped: from the other compofitions of this poet. 

W ALLER was born to an ample fortmw, was early 
introduced to the court, and lived in the befi: company. 
He poffe!Ied talents for cloq uence as well as poetry; and 
till his death, which happened in a good old age, he was 
the delight of the houfe of commons. 1'he errors of his 
life proceeded more froq1 w~nt of cour ge than of honour 
or integrity. 

CoWLEY is an author extremely corrupted by the bad 
tafte of his age ; but h~d he lived C\'Cn in the purefi times of 
Greece or Rome, he mufi always have been a very indif
ferent po .. t. He had no car for harmony; and his ver[cs 
are only known to be fuch by the rhyme, which termi
nates them. In his rugged untuneable numbers are con
veyed fcntiments the mofi firaincd ar.d violent; long fpun 
.llcgor~cs, difrant allufions, and forced conceits . Great 

in3enuity, how~ver, and vigour of thought fometimcs 
brea·~ out amidft t'wi' unnatural conceptions: A few 
anacrcontics Curprifc us by their cafe and gaiety: His 
profe v1ritings pleafc, by the honc:fty and goodncfs which 
t l}ey cxprefs, and eve1 by their fplcen · nd melancholy. 
J'his author vas much mwe praife<.l and admired during 

hi's 
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c H A P. his life time, and celebrated after his death, than the. 
LXIT. M'l '--v--J great 1 ton. 
1G6o, SIR JoHN DErTHAM in his Cooper's Hill (for none 

of his other poems merit attention) has a loftinefs and 
vigour, which had not before him been attained by any 
Engli{h poet, who wrote in rhyme. The mechanical 
difficulties of that meafure retarded its improvement. 
Shakefpeare, whofc tragic fccnes are fometimes fo won
derfully forcible and expreffive, is a very indifferent poet, 
when he attempts to rhyme. Precifion and neatncfs are 
chiefly wanting in Denham. 

No Engliili author in that age \Vas more celebrated 
both abroad and at home than Hobbes : In our tirr.cr, he 
is much neglected: A lively iufl:nnce, how precarious all 
reputations, founded on rcafonihg and philofopby ! A 
pleafant comedy, which paints the manners of the age, 
and expofes a faithful piB:ure of nature, is a durable work, 
and is tranfmitted to the latdl: pofl:e~·ity. But a fyfi:em, 
whether phyfical or metaphyfical, o ves common y its 
fucccfs to its novelty; and is no fooncr canvaficd v.:ith 

impartiality th~n its weaknefs is difcovcrcd. Ho brs's 
politics are fitted only to promote tyranny, and h;s thics 
to encourabc licentioufnefs. Though an cne! .. • to reli
gion, he partakes nothing of the fpirit of { ptic.ifin; but 
js s pofitivc and dogmatical as -if humaiJ rea~ n, and his 
reafon in particular, could attain a thorough conviction 

in thefe fubjcets. CJearnef." and propriety of ft)de arc the 
chief cxccllenci:.?s of Hobbcs's \Yritings. In his ov:n per
fon he is reprefentcd to have been a man of virtue; a cha
racter no wife furp1 ifing, notwithfianding his libertine 
fyfl:em of ethics. Tit 1idity is the principal fault, with 

which he is reproac 1ed: He lived to an extreme old a~e, 
yet could never reconcile himfclr to the thoughts of dtath. 
'rhc boldnefs of his opinions and fentimcnts form a re
m. d:~ble contraft to this part of his charach:r. 

H.\Roa 
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HARRINGTON's Oceana was well ad?pted to that ao-e, C H .A P. 

1 h 1 f . . bl. o LXII. 
w 1en t e pans o 1magmary repu 1cs were the daily,- '---v--1 

fubjetl:s of debate and converfation; and even in our time I66o. 

it is ju!Hy admired as a work of genius and invention. 

The idea, however, of a pcrf~B: and immortal cpmmon- ' 

w~alth will always be found as chimerical as that of a 

perfect and immo:tal r .an. The fty1c of this author 

wants eafe and Buency; but the good matter, which ~is 
work contains, makes ~mp1e compenfation. 

HAR VEY is entitled to the glory of having made, by 

reafoning alone, without any mixture of accidtnt, a ca

pital difcovery in one of the mofi important branches of 

fcicncc. He had alfo the happinefs of efiabldhing at once 

his theory on the mofi: folid and convincing proofs ; and 

pollerity has added little to the arguments fuggefl:ed by 
his indu:fl:ry and ingenuity. His treat~fe of the circula

rion of the blood is farther embell:fhed by that warmth 

and fpirit, which fo naturally accompany the genius of 

invention. This great man was much favoured by 

Charl;s I. who gave him the liberty of ufing aU the deer 

in the royal forefls for perfecting h s L •• .::ovcries on the 

generation of animals. 

Tars ag,e affords great rnatcri~1s for hil!-ory; but did 

~ot produce any accompli{hed ltifiorian. · Clarcndon, 

however, will always be efl:eemed an cnterta.ning author, 

even indepcndant of our curiofity to know the faCt,, which 

he relates. His fiyle is prolix and redundant, and fuffo

catcs us by the length of its periods : But it difcovers 

.imaginatjon and fer:.timent, and pkafi s us at the fame 

time th.:t we diiapprove of it. He is more partial in ap

pea::ancc than in real ity : For he feems perpctuall y an xi us 

to apologize for the king; but his apologies are often well 

grounded. He is lefs partial in his relation of facts, than 

in h is account of ch~raCl:ers : He was too honct1 a man 

to falfi y t1c fo~mcr .; his ;_offccrions were cafily capable, 
unknown 
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c H A P. unknown to himfeif, of difguifing the latter. An air ot 
l.XII. . h 
~ probtty and goodnefs runs through t e whole work; as 

J66., , thefe qualities did in reality embellifh the whole life of 
the author. 

THESE are the chief performances, which engage the 
attention of pofl:erity. Thofe numberlefs productions, 
with which the prefs then abounded; the cant of the 
pulpit, the declamations of party, the fubtilties of theo""' 
logy ; all thefe have long ago funk into filcnce and obli
vion. Even a writer, fuch as Selden, whofe learning 
was his chief excellency; or Chillingworth, an acut~ 
difputant againft the papifis2 will fcarcely be ranked amon 
the dailies of our language or country, 
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CI-IARLES II. 

C H A P. LXIII. 

New miniflry--Aft of indemnity-Settlement of 
the revenue--Trial and execution of the regicides 
--Di.ffolution of the convention--Parliament 
--Prelacy reftored--lnfurretlion of the Mille-
narians--Affairs of Scotland--Conference at· 
the Sarvoy--.Arguments for and againfl a compre

iJenfion--.A new parlianzent---Bijhops' feats 

rejlored--Corporation act--Aft cf u;z~rormity 

--King's marriage--'Irial of Vane--And 

executibn--'Prejbyteria;z clergy eje{ted--DU1~
kirk fold to the French-~- Declaration of indulgenc~> 

--De-cline of Clarendon's credit. 

C H A R L E S IL when he afcended the throne of c H A P. 

his anceftors, was thirty years of age. He poffeiTed ~ 
a vigorous conftitution, a fine fhape, a man] y figure, a 166o. 

graceful air; and though his features were harfh, yet 
was his countenance in the main lively and engaging. 
He was in that period of life, when there remains enough 
of youth to render the perfon amiable, without prevent-
ing that authority and regard, which attend the years of 
experience and maturity. Tend ~rnefs was excited by the 
memory of his recent adverfities. His prefent profperity 
was the objetl rather of admiration than of envy. And 
as the fudden and furprifu10' re 'Olutivn) \7hich reftored 

l(m 
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c LHXA P. him to his regal rights, had alfo refl:ored the nation to ur. 
'--v--1 peace, law, order, and liberty; no prince ever obtained 

J66o. a crown in more favourable circumfl:ances, or was more 
blefi: with the cordial affection and attachment of his 
fubjeB:s. 

THIS popularity, the king, by his whole demeanor 
and behaviour, was well qualified to fupport and to en
creafe. To a lively wit and quick comprehenfion, he 
llnited a jufl: underfranding and a general obfervation both 
of men and things. The eafiefi: manners, the mofi: un
affeCted politenefs, the mofr engaging gaiety accompanied 
llis converfation and adclrefs. Accufi:omcd during his 
exile to live among his courtiers rather like a companion 
than a monarch, he retained, even whiie on the throne, 
that open affability, which was capable of reconciling the 
moft determined republicans to his royal dignity. To
tally devoid of refentment, as well from the natural lenity 
a> careleffnefs of his temper, he infured pardon to the 
mofi: guilty of his enemies, and left hopes of favour to his 
moft violent opponents. From the whole tenor of his 
actions and difcourfe, he feemed defirous of lofing the 
memory of paft animofitics, and of uniting every party 
in an affeCtion for their prince and their native country. 

, ~r:.w mini- INTO his council were admitted the m oft eminent men 
:ihy. cf the nation, without regard to former difi:ir:Ctions: 

The prefbyterians, equally with the royalifrs, fhared this 
l:onour. Annefley was alfo created c~rl of Anglefey; 
.Afhley Cooper lord Afhley ; Denzil HolEs lord Holli;. 
Tne earl of Manch~fi:er was appointed lord chamberlain, 
and lord Say privy feal. Calamy and Baxter, prefbyte
l tan clergymen, were even made chaplains to the king. 

ADMIRAL MoNT AGUE, created earl of Sandwich, was 
entitled from his recent ferviccs to great favour; and he 
cbtained it. l.V1onk, created duke of Albemade, had 
1crformcd fuch fignal fcrvices, that, according to a vulgar 

· an~ 
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and malignant obfervation, he ought rather to have ex- c H A r. 
d . . · d y h d t. LXIII. peB:ed hatred an mgrat1tu e; et was e ever treate LY V"\."""'-' 

the king with great marks of difi:inB:ion. Charles's dir- J6 60• 

pofition, free from jealoufy; and the prudent behaviour 
of the general, who never over-rated his merits; pre-
vented all thofe difgufrs, which naturally arife in fo del:-
cate a fituation. The capacity too of Albemarle was not 

extenfive, nor were his parts ihining. Though he had 
rlifl:ingui{hed himfelf in inferior fi:ations, he was founci, 
upon familiar acquaintance, not to be wholly equal t:> 

thofe great atchievements, which fortune had enabld 

him to perform; and he appeared unfit for the court, 1 

fcene of life to which he had never been accufiomed. 
Morrice, his friend, was created fecretary of fiate, ani! 

was fupported more by his patron's credit than by his OWll 

ability or experience. 

BuT the choice, whi~h the king at firft made of hi: 
principal minifiers and favourites, was the circum!l:ance, 
which chiefly gave contentment to the nation, and prog
nofiicated future happinefs and tranquillity. Sir Edwarc 
Hyde, created earl of Clarendon, was chancellor an c. 

prime minifier: The marquefs, created duke of Ordwnd, 

was freward of the houfchold: The earl of Southampton, 
high treafurer: Sir Edward Nichobs, feqetary of frate, 

Thefe men, united together in the :fhitl:efr fi·iend{} ;p, 
and combining in the fame laudable inclinations, fr. p
ported each others credit, and purfued the inter Its of tl e 
public. 

AGREEABLE to the prcfent profperity of public affairs 

was the univerfal joy and fefiivity diffu{ed thro ghout the 
nation. The melancholy auft.erity of tl c fanat"cs fell 
into difcredit together with their prin iples. The roya .. 
lilts, who had ever affcCleJ a contrary diipofiti n, foun 
i 1 their r'"'cent fuccefs new motives for mi th and gaiety; 
and it now belonged tQ th~m to give repu e a;. fail ion, 

i tQ 
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C H A P. to their manners. From pall: experience it had fuffici• 
l.Xlli. · 0 · n_· .n. f ·r. ~ ently appeared, that gravity was very tumc.t: rom Wl-

.a66o, dom, formality from virtue, and hypocrify from religion. 
The king himfelf, who bore a ihong propenfity to plea
fure and fociety, ferved, by his powerful and engaging 
example, to baniih thofe four and malignant humours, 
which had hitherto engendered fuch confufion. And 
though the ju:lt bounds were undoubtedly paired, when 
men returned from their former extreme; yet was the 
public happy in exchanging vices, pernicious to fociety, 
for diforders, hurtful chiefly to the individuals themfelves, 
who were guilty of them. 

IT required fome time before the feveral parts of the 
flate, disfigured by war and faction, could recover their 
former arran6ement: But the parliament immediately 
entered into good correfpondence with the king; and 
they treated him with the fame dutiful regard, which had 
ufually been payed to his predeceifors. Being fummoned 
without the king's confent, they received, at firfr, only 
the title of a convention ; and it was not till the king 
paffed an act for that purpofe, that they were called by 
the appellation of parliament. All judicial proceedings, 
tranfaCl:ed in the name of the commonwealth or protec
tor, were ratified by a new law. And both houfes, ac
knowledging the guilt of the former rebellion, gratefully 
received, ·in their own name and in that of all the fub
jecrs, his majefry's gracious pardon at~d indemnity. 

A8 of in- 'I'HE king, before his refioration, being afraid of re-
tic:mnity. d . f h. ucmg any o IS enemies to defpair, and at the fame 

time unwilling that fuch enormous crimes as had been 
committed, ihould receive a total impunity, had exprdfcd 
himfelf very cautioufly in his declaration of Brcda, anJ 
had promifed an indemnity to ail criminals, but fuch as 
fuoulJ be excepted by parliament. He now iffued a pro
clamation, declaring th4t fuch of the late king ·s judges 

. . s 
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:1s did not yield themfelves prifoners within fourtce11 days c H A P • 
. LXIIi. iliould receive no pardon. Nmctcen furrendered them- \.---,.-....1 

felves : Some were taken in their Right: Others cfcaped 166o. 
beyond fea. 

THE commons fccm to have been more inclined to le
nity than the lords. T'he upper houfc, inflamed with the 
ill ufage, which they h d received, were refolved, beudes 
the late king's judges, to except every one, who had fat 
in any high court of j uitice. Nay, the earl of Briflol 
moved, that no pardon might be granted to thofe who 
had any wife contributed to the king's death. So wide 
an exception, in which every one, who had ferved the 
parliament, might be comprehended, gave a general 
alarm; and men began to apprehend, that this motion 
was the effect of fome court artifice or intrigue. But the 
king foon di11ipated thcfe fears. He came to the houfe of 
peers ; and in the moft carneit terms, preifed the aCt 6f 
general indemnity. He urged both the neceffity of the 
thing, and the obligation of his former promife: A pro
mife., he faid, which he would ever regard as facred ; 
fince to it he probably owed the fatisfatl:ion, which at 
prefcnt he enjoyed, of meeting his people in parliament. 
This meafure of the king was received with great applaufe 
and fatisfacrion. 

AFTER. repeated felicitations, the aB: of indemnity 
paired both houfes, and foon received the royal aifcnt. 
Thofe who had an immediate hand in the late king's death; 
were there excepted: Even Cromwel, Ireton, Bradfhaw~ 
and others now dead were attainted, and their efrates for
feited. Vane and Lambert, though none of the regi
cides, were alfo excepted. St. John and feventeen perfons 
more were deprived of all benefit from this acr, if they 
ever accepted any public employment. All who had fat 

in any illegal hi~h court of j uitice were difabled from 
Vor.. VII. A a bearinn> 
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C H A P. bearing offices. Thefe were all the feverities, which fol-
LXIII. 

L---v---J !owed fuch furious civil wars and convulfions. 

Sct;l~~~·nt 'I' HE next bufinefs was the fettlement of the king's re
of the reve- venue. In this work, the parliament had regard to public 
);Ue. 

freedom as well ~s to the fupport of the crown. The 
tenures of wards and liveries had long been regarded as a 

grievous burthen by the nobility and gentry: Several 
attempts had been made during the reign of James to 
purchafe this prerogative, together with that of purvey
ance; and zoo,ooo pounds a year had been offered that 
prince in lieu of them : ,;v~ ardfhips and purveyance had 
been utterly aboli1hed by the republican parliament: And 
even in the prefcnt parliament, before the king arrived 

in England, a bill had been introduced, offering him a 
compcnfation for thefe revenues. A hundred thoufand 
pounds a year was the f urn agreed to ; and half of the 
excife was fettled in perpetuity upon the crown as the 
fund whence this revenue {l~ould be levied. Though that 

, jmpofr yielded more profit, the bargain might be efteemed 
hard; and it was chiefly the neceffity of the king's fitua
tion, which induced him to confent to it. No requeH: 
of the parliament, during the prefent joy, could be re
fufed them. 

ToNNAGE and poundage and the other half of the excife 

were granted to the king during Efe. The parliament 
even proceeded fo far as to vote that the fettled reve
nue of the crown for all charges 1hould be 1,2oo,ooo 
pounds a year; a fum larger than any Engli1h monarch 
had ever before enjoyed. But as all the princes of Eu
rone were perpetually augmenting their military force, 
md confequently their expence, it became requifite that 

England, from motives both of honour and fecurity, 
lhould bear fome proportion to them, and adapt its re

wen\te to the new fyftem of politics, which prevailed. 
AGcordiJJg 
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Accordino- to the chancellor's computation, a charge of c I~ A P,. 
8 o d r. . r. r h LXIII. oo,ooo poun s a year, was at pre1ent requ111te tort e ~ 
fleet and other articles, wliich formerly cofr the crown i66o; 

~ut eighty thoufand. 

HAD the parliament, before refioring tHe king, infifi:ed 
on any farther limitations than thofe which the confi:itu-
ion already impofcd; befides the danger of reviving 

former quarrels among parties ; it would feem; that their 
precaution had been entirely fuperfluous. By reafon of 
its flcnder and precarious revenue, the crown in effect 
was fi:ill totally dependant. Not a fourth part of this 
fum, which feemed requifite for public expences, could 
be levied without confent of parliament; and any concef
fions, had they been thought neceffary, tnigh:t, even after 
the refi:oration, be extorted by the commons from their 
neceffitous prince. This parliament fhowed no intention 
of employing at prefent that engine to any fuch purpofes ~ 
but they feemed frill determined not to part with it en
tirely, or to render the revenues of the crown fixed and 

independent. Tho' they voted in general, that I zoo,ooo 
pounds a year ihould be fcttled ort the king, they fcarcely 
affigned any funds~ which could yield two thirds of that 

fum. And they left th6 tare of fulfilling their engage
ments to the future confideration of parliament. 

IN all the temporary fupplie , which they voted, they 
difcovered the fame cautious frugality. To difband th"! 
army, fo formidable in itfelf; and fo much accufromed tb 

tcbellion and changes of government, was ncccfiary for 

the fccurity both of king and parliament; yet the com

mons fhowed great jealoufy in granting the {urns, req ui
fite for that purpofe. An aifeffment of 7o,ooo pounds a 
tnonth was impofed; but_it was at fidl voted, to continu 

only three months : nd all the other fums, which, they 
levied fot that ufe, by a poll-bill and new aficffincnts, 

·erl'! frill Jiranted by p~rcels; as if they were not, as ycf, 

A~ ~ well 
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c H A P • well allured of the fidelity of that hand, to which the 
LXIII. 11. d H . d d r f . h \....-.v--1 money was entruue • avmg procee e 10 ar m t e 
J6(~o. fettlcment of the nation, the parliament adjourned itfelf 

ljth ~ept. 
for .fomc time. 

Trial ~nd DuRING the recefs of parliament, the objeCt, which 
executwn of 
the: rt'~i- chiefly interefi:ed the public, was the trial and condcmn-
cJde.. .ation .of the regiGides. T'he general indignation, attend-

ing the enormous crime, of which thefe men had been 

·guilty, made their fufferings the fubject of joy to the 
people: But in the peculiar circumfi:ances of that aB:ion, 

in the prejudices of the times, as well as in the behaviour 

of the criminals, a mind, feafoncd with humanity, will 

fi.11cl a plentiful fource of compaffion and indulgence. 
Can any one, vvithout the utmofr concern for human 
blindnefs and ignorance, confider the dcmeanor of general 
Harrifon, who was firfi: brought to his trial ? With great 
cour:1ge and elevation of fcntiment, he told the court, 
that the pretended crime, of which he fi:ood accufed, was 

not a deed, performed in a corner: The found of it had 

gone forth to moll nations ; and in the fingular and mar
vellous conduB: of it had chiefly appeared the fovereign 
power of heaven. That he himfelf, agitated by doubts, 
had often, with paffionate tears, offered up his addrdfes 

to the divine Majefly, and earnefrly fought for light and 
conviCtion: He had frill received ~ifurance of a heavenly 
fanB:ion, and returned from thefe devout fupplications 
with more ferenc tranquillity and fatisfaction. That all 

the nations of the earth were, in the eyes of their Creator, 
lcfs , than a drop of water in the bucket ; nor were their 
erroneous judgments aught but darknefs compared with 
divine illuminations. T'hat thefe frequent illapfes of the 

Jivine fpirit he could not fufpea to be interefred illufions; 
fince he was confcious, that, for no temporal advantage, 

would he offer injury to the poorefi: man or woman that 

trod upon the earth. That all the allurements of ambi-

tion, 
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tion, all tlie terrors of imprifonment, had not been able, C H A P. 

cl . l r. • f C 1 1l.. • 1t LXIII. unng t 1e U1urpat10n o romwe , to wake h1s ucddy ~ 
refolution, or bend him to a compliance with that deceit- 166o, 

ful tyrant. And that when invited by him to fit on the 
right hand of the throne, when offeretl riches and fplen-
dor and dominion, he had difdainfully rejetled all tempt-
ations; and negleCl:ing the tears of his friends and family, 
had frill, through every danger, held faft his principles 
and his integrity. 

ScoT, who was more a republican than a fanatic, had 
faid in the houfe of commons, a little before the rdl:or
ation, that he defired no other epitaph to be infcribed on 
his tomb-frone than this ; Here lies Thomas Scot, wbo 

arijudged the king to death. He fupported the fame fpirit 
upon his trial. 

CAREW, a l\1illenarian, fubmitted to his trial, foving 
to our Lord 'Jefus Cbrijl bis rigbt to tbe government if theft 
A:ingdoms. Some fcruplcd to fay, according to form, that 
they would be tried by God and their country; bccaufe 
God was not ,vifibly prefent to judge them. Others fait!, 
that they would be tried by the word of God. 

No more than fix of the late king's judges, Harrifop, 
Scot, C:1rew, Clement, J ones, and Scrope, were exe
cuted: Scrope alone, of all thofe who came in upon the 
king's proclamation. He was a gentleman of gootl family 
~nd of a decent charaCl:cr : But it was proved, that he 
had a little before, in converfation, e):pre!fed himfclf as 
if he were no wife convinced of any guilt i.p condemning 
the king. '.A.xtel, who had guarded the high court of 
jufi:icel Hacker, who commanded on t~~ 2ay of the king\ 
execution, Coke, the folicitor for the people of EnglanJ~ . 
anU Hugh Peters, the f:matical preacher, who inflamed 
the army and impelled them to regicide: All thcfe were 
tried, and condemned, and fufil?red with t1 kir.~'s judge::;. 
No faint qr confdtor ~ver went to ma.rt;rdom wi~h more 

A a 3 2i1~req 
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~ f!, A r. a·ffurcd confidence of heaven than was expreffed by thofe 
LAlii. 
~ ·-..J cr~mi nals, even when the terrors of immediate death, 

1660
" jaine~ to m;;tny indignities, were fet before them. The 

refr cf the king's judges, by an unexampled lenity, were 

rcprieveq; a11d they were difperfed into fevcral prifons. 

~3th Sept. THIS punifumcnt of declared enemies no wife inter ... 

rupted the rejoicin;3 of the court : But the death of the 

duke of Glocefier, a young prince of promiiing hopes, 

threw a great cloud l!pon them. The king, by no inci

<knt in his life, was ever fo d~eply affected. Glocefier 

was obferved to poffefs united the good qualities of both 

his brothers : The cle:1r judgment and penetration of the 

king; the indufrry and application of the duke of York. 

He \Vas alfo bel ievcd to be affeCtionate to the religion and 

.conHitution of his country. He was but twenty years 

~f age, when the fmall P).X: put an, end to hi~ life. 

'rHE princefs of Orange, having come to England, in 

order to partake of the jqy, attending the refioration of 

her family, with whom ilie lived' in great friendiliip, 

foon aftc~ iickened anJ died. The queen-mother payed ~ 
viiit to her fon ; and obtained his confent to the marriage 

of the princefs Hcnrietta, ~it~ the duke of Orleans, 

~rothcr to the French king. 

th No\·. AFTER a .reccfs of near two months, the parliament 

met, and proceeded in the great work of the national 

fcttlemenL . They cfiablifhed the pofr-office, wine-li

cences, ancl foff\e articles of the revenue. They granted 

more aifcftinents, and fome arrears for paying and dif

banding the army. Buiinefs, being carried on with 

r~fJolutio~ great unanimity, was foon difpatched: And after they 
pf th~ · COil- ) I • • • 

•ention r•r· had fat near two months, the kmg, 111 a fpeech full of the 

!larnheDnt. mofr c:r~cious exprc.ffions, thought proper to diifolv~ 
~9L ec. ~ • . , 

tl.cm. 
Tr-us houfe of commons had been chofen during thG 

r~lg.:1 of the old parliamentary party; and though many. 

royal~it~ 
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oyalifrs had creeped in amongfi them, yet did it chiefly c H A p• 
r.n_ f ib . h h d . ] 1 "d LXIH, connn: o pre yter,xans, w o a not yet entxre y a1 .....,......I'"'J 

afide their old jealoufies and principles. Lenthal, a 1~6o. 

member, having faid, that thofe who firfr took arms... 
againfr the king, were as guilty as thofe, who afterwards 
brought him to the fcaffold, was feverely reprimanded by 
order of the houfe ; and the mofr violent efforts of the 
long parliament, to fecure the confritution, and bring 
delinquents to jufrice, were in effeCt: vindicated and ap-
plauded s. The claim of the two houfes to the militia, 
the firfr ground of the quarrel, however exorbitant an 
ufurpation, was never exprcfsly refigned by this parlia-
ment. They made all grants of money with a very 
fparing hand. Great arrears being due by the late pro-
tector, to the fleet, the army, the navy-office, and every 
branch of fervice; this whole debt they threw upon the 
crown, without efiablifuing funds fufficient for its pay-
ment. Yet notwithfranding this jealous care cxpreifed 
by the parliament, there prevails a fiery, that Popham, 
having founded the difpofttion of the members, under-
took to the earl of Southampton. to procure, during the 
king's life, a grant of two millions a year, land tax; a 
fum, which, added to the cufroms and cxcife, would for 
ever have rendered this prince indcpendant of his people. 
Southampton, it is faid, merely from his affeCtion to the 
kmg, had unwarily embraced the offer; and it was not 
till he communicated the matter to the chancellor, that 
he was made fcnfible of its pernicious tendency. It i• 
)lot improbable, that fuch an offer might have been made, 
and been hearkened to; but it is no wife probable, that 
all the intereft of the court would ever, with this houf(l 
of commons, have been able to m::tke it effectual. Cla
rendon iliowed his prudence, no lefs than his integrity 2 

in .entirely rejecting it. 

• Journals, vol. viii, P• 2~\ 
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c H A P. 'THE chancellor, from the fame principles of condutl:, LXIII. . 
~__. hafi:fned to diiband the army. When the kmg reviewed 

166o. thefe veteran troops, he was fi:ruck with the:r beauty, 
order, difcipline, and martial appearance; a'l.d being 
fenfible, that regular forces are moft neceffary implements 
of royalty, he expreffed a defire of finding expedients 
frill to retain them. But his wife minifter fet before him 
the dangerous fpirit by which thefe troops were aCtuated, 
their cnthufiaftic genius, their habits of rebellion and 
mutiny; and he convinced the king, that till they were 
diibanded, he never could efteem himfeJf fecurely efra
blifhed on his throne. No more troops were retained 
than a few guards and garrifons, about 1000 horfe, and 
4-000 foot. This was the fir:£1: appearance, under the 

· monarchy, of a regular franding army in this ifland. 
Lord Mordaunt faid, that the king, being poffeffed of 
that force, might now look upon himfelf as the moft con
fiderab]e gentleman in England t. The fortifications of 
Glocefrer, Taunton, and other towns, which had made 
refifl:ance to the king during t~e civil wars, were de
~olifhed. 

CLARENDON not only behaved with wifdom and juf-:' 
tice in the office of chancellor: All the counfels, which 
~e gave the king, tended equally to promote the interefi: 
of prince and people. Charles, accufl:omed in his exile 
to pay entire deference to the judgment of that faithful 
fervant, continued frill to fubmit to his direCtion; and 
for fome time no minifl:er was ever poffeffed of more abfo
~ute authority. He moderated the forward zeal of the 
royalifrs, and tempered their appetite for revenge. Wit~ 
the oppofitc party, he endeavoured to preferve inviolate 
all the kin~'s ensagements : He kept an exact regifrer of 

t King James's Memoirs, This prince fays, that Venner's infur0eClion 

furnilhecl a re3fon or pretence for ket>ping up the guards, which were intended 
~t tuil t~ ha ye been br~ke:1 with th~ 1efl. of the arm?• 

promife~ 
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proinifes which had been made for any fervice, and he c H A P. 

cmploy~d all his indufl:ry to fulfil them. This good~ 
mmificr was now nearly allied to the royal family. His 166o. 

daughter, Ann Hyde, a woman of fpirit and fine accom
pliihmcnts, had hearkened, while abroad, to the addreffes 
of the duke of York, and under promife of marriage, 
had fecretly admitted him to her bed. Her pregnancy 
appeared foon after the rcfioration; and though many 
endeavoured to diffu;1de the king from confenting to fo 
unequal an alliance, C. arlcs, in pity to his friend and 
minift~r, who had been ignorant of thefe engagements, 
permitted his brother to marry her u. Clarendon expreffed 
great uncafinefs, at the hoJ?-our, which he had obtained; 
and faid, that, by being elevated fo much above his rank, 
he thence dreaded a more fudden downfal. 

MosT circu.nftances of Clarendon's adminiil:ration Prelacy 

h · h J r. H" · 1 · h rcftored ave n et w1t a pp au1e: IS max1ms a one 111 t e con- • 
duB: of ecclefiafiical politics have by many been deemed 
the efieB: of prejuaices, narrow and bigottcd. Had the 
jealoufy of royal power prevailed fo far with the conven-
tion parliament as to make them rcftore the king with 
firiB: limitations, there is no queftion but the efiabli!h-
ment of prefbyterian difcipiine had been one of the con
ditions mofr rigidly infifl:ed on. Not only that form of 
ccclefi:lfrical government is more favoun:.blc to liberty 
~ban to royal power: It was 1ikcwife, on its own account, 
;Igreeablc to the majority of the houfe of commons, and 
fuitecl their religious princ iples. But as the impatience 
pf the people, the danger of delay, the general difgu~ 
towards · faB:ion, , nd the authority of l\1onk had pre-
vailed over that jealous project of limitations, the full 
fettlemcnt of the 1icrarchy, togeth~r with the monarchy, 
lh'as a neceffitry and infallible confequence. All the 
r~y~Iifl:s were zealous for that mod~ of religion ; th~ 

u King James's Mem'lirs! 

rpcrits 
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c HA P, merits of the cpifcopal clergy towards the king, as weH LXIII. . 
"""-'v...._, as their fuffcrings on that account, had been great; the 

16
6o, Jaws, which efrablifhed biihops and the liturgy, were as 

ye-t unrepealed by legal authority ; and any attempt of 
the parliament, by new aB:s, to give the fuperiority to 
pre!byterianifm, had been fufficient to involve the nation 
again in blood and confufion. Moved by thefe views, 
the commons had wife1 y pofrponed the examination of all 
religious controverfy, and had left entirely the fettlement 
of the church to the king and to the ancient laws. 

THE king at firfr ufed great moderation in the exe
cution of the laws. Nine bilhops frill remained alive; 
and thefe were immediately reftored to their fees: All the 
ejetled clergy recovered their livings: 1'he liturgy, a 
form of worlhip decent, and not without beauty, was 
again. admitted into the churches : .But at the fame time, 
a declaration was iffued, in order to give contentment to 
the prefbytcrians, and preferve an air of moderation and 
neutrality w. In this declaration, the king pro:nifed, 
th;t he would provide fuffragan bifhops for the larger 
dioccfes; that the prelates fhould, all of them, be regu
lar and confrant preachers ; that they fhould not confer 
ordination, or exercife any jurifditlion, without the 
advice and affifrance of prefbyters, chofen by the diocefe; 
that fuch alterations fhould be made in the liturgy, as 
would render it totally unexceptionable; that in the 
mean time, the ufe of that mode of worfhip lhould not 
be impofcd on fuch as were unwilling to receive it; and 
that the furplice, the crofs in baptifm, and bowing at 
the name of J efus lhould not be rigidly infified on. • 
,.rhis declaration was iffued by the king as head of the .. 
church; and he plainly affumed, in many parts of it~ a 
1egiflative authority in ecclefiail:ical matters. But the 
Engliih , government, though more exaCl:Iy defined by 

w Pari, Hift, vol, xxiii, l'• 173• 
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l~te contefl:s, was no~ as yet, reduced, in every particu- c H A P. 

i h 11 • .n. 1· . f 1 A d .f . LXIII. ar, to t e n.ncL tmtts o aw. n 1 ever prerogattve '-..---J 
was j ufiifiably employed, it fecmed to be on the prefent 166o. 

occafion ; when 'all parts of the frate were torne with pail: 
convulfions, and required the moderating hand of the 
chief magiftrate, to redtJce them to their ancient order. 

BuT though thef~ appearances of neutrality were 
maintained, and a mitigated epifcopacy only feemcd to be 
infifttd on, it was far from the intention of the miniftry 
aiways to prcferve like regard to the preibytcrians. The 

, madnefs of the fifth-monarchy-men afforded them a pre-
tence for departing from it. Venncr, a defperate en- Infurreaion 

h fi 11 h h d f £i • d · ft C l of the Mil-t u tan, w o a o ten con p1re agam romwe , lenarians. 

having, by his zealou$ leB:ures, inflamed his own 
jmagination and tho.t of his followers, i!fued forth at 
their head intp the ftreets of London. They were to 
the number of fixty, compleatly armed, believed them-
felves invulnerable and invincible, and firmly expeCted 
the fame fuccefs, which had attended Gideon and other 
heroes of the Old Teftament. Every one at firft fled 
before them. One unhappy man, who, being queftioned, 
faid, " He was for God and king Charles," was inftantly 
murdered by them. They went triumphantly from ftreet 
to ftreet, every where proclaiming king Jefus, who, they 
faid, was their invifible leader. .At length, the magi-
frrates, having a!fembled fome train-bands, made an 
attack upon them. They defended themfelves with order 
a~ well as valour; and after killing many of the a!failants, 
they made a regular retreat into Cane-\Vood near Hamp-
:fiead. Next morning, they were chafed thence by a 
detachment of the guards ; but they ventured again to 
invade the city, which was not prepared to receive them. 
After committing great diforqer, and traverfing almoft 
every frreet of that immenfc capital, they retired into a 
-~~mf~, whic~ they were rcfolute to defend to the lafl 

~xtremity. 
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c H A P. extremity. Being furrounded, and the houfe untiled, 
LXIII. 
~ they were fired upon from every fide ; and they frill re-

1660• fufed quarter. The people rulhed in upon them, and 
feized the few who were alive. Thefe were tried, con

demned, and executed; and to the Iafr they perfifred in • 
affirming, that, if they were deceived, it was the Lord 
that had deceived them. 

Aftairs of 
Scolland~ 

CLARENDON and the miniflry took occafion from this 
infurreB:ion to inter the dangerous fpirit of the pre!by
terians and of all the feCl:aries: But the madnefs of the 
attempt fufficientl y proved, that it had been undertaken 
by no concert, and never could have proved dangerous 
The .veil known hatred too, which prevailed between the 
pre!bytcrians and the other feCl:s, fhould have removed • 
the former fro111 all fufpicion of any concurrence in the 
enterpnze. Eut as a pretence was wanted, befides their 
old demerits, for jufiifying the intended rigours againft 
all of them, this reafon, however fli&.ht, was greedily 
laid hold of. 

AFFAIRS in Scotland hafrened with fl:ill quicker freps 
than thofe in England towards a fettlement and a com
pliance with the king. It was deliberated in the Engliih 
~ouncil, whether that nation fhould be refrored to its 
liberty, or whether the forts, erected by Cromwe1, lhould 
not frill be upheld, in order to curb the mutinous fpirit, 
by which the Scots in all ages had be~n fo much governed. 
Lauderdale, who, from the battle of W orcefrer to the 
refroration, had been detained prifoner in the Tower,. 
had confidcrable influence with the king; and he frrenu

Quily oppofed tbis violent meafure. He reprefented, that 
it was the loyalty of the Scottifh nation, which had 
engaged them in oppofition to the Englilh rebels ; and 
that to t:1ke advantage of the calamities, into which, on 
that account, 6cy had fallen, would be regarded as the 
~ighefi injufiice and ingratitude: That the fpirit of that • 

... · · {>eople 
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people was now fully fubdued by the fervitude, under C H A P. 

which the ufurpers had fo long detained them, and would ~ 
of itfelf yield to any reafonable compliar.ce with their x66o. 

legal fovereign, if, by his means, they recovered their 
liberty and independence: That the attachment of the 
Scots towards their king, whom they regarded as their 
native prince, was naturally much fhonget than that of 
the Englifh ; and would afford him a fure refource, in 
cafe of any rebellion among the latter : T ;1at republican 
principles had long been, and fl:ill were, very prevalent 
with his fouthern fubjects, and might again menace the 
throne with new tumults and refifl:ance. That the time 
would probably come, when the king, infi:eacl of defiring 
to fee Englifh garrifons in Scotland, wo1ld be better 
pleafed to have Scotch garrifons in England, who, fup-
ported by Englifh pay, would be fond to curb the feditious 
genius of that opulent nation: And that a people, fuch 
.as the Scots, governed by a few nobility, would more 
eafily be reduced to fubmiffion under monarchy, that one, 
like the Englilh, who breathed nothing but the fpirit of 
democratical equality. 

THESE views induced the ~ing to oi!band all the forces I66r. 

in Scotland, and to raze all the forts, wlich had been xfr Jan. 

erected. General Middleton, created earl :>f that name, 
was fent commiffioner to the parliament, which was fum- · 
moned. A very compliant fpirit .was there difcovered in 
all orders of men. The commiffioner had even fufficient 
influence to obtain an act, annulling, at O'lce, all laws, 
which had paffed fince the year I 6 33 ; on pretext of the 
violence, which, during that time; had reen employeci 
againil: the king and his father, in order to procure their 
affent to thefe fi:atutes. This was a very large, if not arr 
\mexampled conceffion; and, together with many danger-
eus limitations, overthrew fomc ufeful barri~rs, which had 

been 
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c HXAI P. been" ereCl:ed to the confl-itution. But the tide was now L I I. 
"'--v----1 running frrongly towards monarchy; and the Scotti{h 

1 6°1
• nation plainly difcovered, that their paft refiftance harl 

proceeded more from the turbuiency of their ariftocracy 
and the bigotry of their ecclcfiaftics than from any fixed 
paffion towards civil liberty. The lords of articles were 
refrored, with fome other branches of prerogative; and 
royal authority, fortified with more p]aufible claims and 
pretences, was, in its full extent, re-efiablifhed in that 
kingdom. 

THE prelacy likewife, by the abrogating of every fta
tute, enaCl:ed in favour of prefbytery, was thereby tacitly 
reftored; and the king deliberated what ufe he fhould 
make of this conceffion. L::mderdale, who at bottom 
was a paffionate zealot againil: epifcopacy, endeavoured to 
perfuade him, that the Scots, if gratified in this favourite 
point of ecclefiaftical government, would, in every other 
demand, be entirely compliant with the king. Charles, 
though he had no fuch attachment to prelacy as had in
.fluenced his father and grandfather, had fuffered fuch 
indignities from the Scotch preiliyterians, that he ever 
after bore them a hearty averfion. He faid to Lauderdale, 
that prefbyterianifm, he thought, was not a religion for 
a gentleman; and he could not confent to its farther con.:.. 
tinuance in Scotland. Middleton too and his other 
minifiers perfuaded him, that the nation in general wa~ 
[o difgufted with the violence and tyranny of the ecclefi
afi:ics_, that any alteration of church government would 
be univerfally grateful. And Clarendon, as well a$ 
Orrnond, dreading that the pre!byterian feel:, if legally 
eibbliihed in Scotland, would acquire authority in Eng
land and Ireland, feconded the application of thcfe mini
ftcrs. The refolution was therefore taken to refiore 
prelacy; a mcafure afterwards attended with many and 

.~reat incony_en.i_encie~ = !3\l~ whetb~r in_ this refolution=-
Charles 
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Charles chofe not the leffer evil, it is very difficult to de- C H A P. 
LXIII. termine. Sharpc, who had been commiffioncd by the '-'v--.l 

preibyterians in Scotland to manage their interefis with 1661. 

the king, was perfuaded to abandon that party; and as a 

reward for his compliance, was created archbifhop of 
St. Andrcw's. The conduCl: of ecclefiafi:ical affairs was 
chiefly entrufi:ed to him; and as he was cficemed a traitor 
.and a renegade by his old friends, he became on that ac-
count, as well as from the violence of his . conduCl:, ex-
tremely obnoxious to them. 

CHARLES had not promifed to Scotland any fuch in
dcmpity as he had enfured to England by the declaration 
of Breda: And it was deemed more political for him to 
hold over men's heads, for fome time, the terror of pu
nifument; tilj they fhould have made the requifite com .. 
pliances with the new government. Thout,h neither the 
king's temper nor plan of adminifrration led him to feve
rity; fome examples, after fuch a bloody anJ triumphant 
rebellion, feemed neceifary ; and the . marq uefs of Argyle 
and one Guthry, were pitched on as the viB:ims. Two 
aCl:s of indemnity, one paired by the late king in 164r, 
another by the prefent in 1651, formed, it was thought, 
invincible obfi:acles to the punilhment of Argyle; and 
barred all enquiry into that part of his conduct, w.hi~h 
might jufily be regarded as the moft exceptionable. No
thing remained but to try him for his compliance with 
the ufurpation; a crime common to him with the whole 
nation, and fuch a one as the moft loyal and affeB:ionatc:= 
fubjcCl: might frequently by violence be obliged to commit. 
To make this compliance appear the more voluntary and 
hearty, there were produced in court letters, which he 
had written to Albemarle, while that general governed 
Scotland, and which contained expreffions of the mofl: 
cordial attachment to the efi-ablifhcd government. But 
beiid s the general indignat'on, ~xcited by Albemarle'~ 

difcovery 
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difcovery of this private correfpondence; men thoughtj 
that even the higheft demonfi:rations of affection might, 
during jealous times, be exaB:ed as a ncccffary mark of 
compliance from a perfon of fuch difrincrion as Argyle, 
and could not, by any equitable confi:ruB:ion, imply the 
crime of trcafon. T'hc parlian:ent, however, fcrupled 
not to pafs fentence upon him; and he died with great 
confi:ancy and courage. As he was univerfally known to 
have been the chief infrrument of pafr diforders and civil 
wars, the irregularity of his fentence, and feveral iniqui
tous circumfiances in the method of conduB:ing his trial, 
Jeemed on that account to admit of fome apology. Lord 

. Lorne, fon of Argyle, having ever preferved his loyalty, 
obtained a gift of the forfeiture. Guthry was a feditious 
preacher, and had pcrfonally affconted the king : Hi3 
p:.mifhment gave furprize to no body. Sir Archibald 
J ohnftone of Vvarrifron was attaintcd and fled ; but was 
feized )n France about two years after, brought over, 
and executed. He hG.d been very aB:ive, during all the 
late diforders; and was even fufpeB:ed of a fecret combi

nation ~ith the Eng1iili regicides. 

BESIDE~ thefe infrances of compliance in the Scottilh 
parliament, they voted an additional revenue to the king 

of 40,000 pounds a year, to be levied by way of excife. 
A finall force was propofed to be maintained by this re
venue, in order to prevent like confufions with thofe to 

which the kingdom had. been hitherto expofcd. An aB: 

was alfo pafTcd, declaring the covenant unlawful, and its 
obligation void and null. 

IN England, the civil dillir:B:ions fecrned to be abo .. 
li!hed by the lenity ami equality of Charles's adminifha
tion. Cavalier and Round-head were heard of no more: 
.1\11 men feemed to concur in fubmitting to the king's 
lawful prerogatives, and in cherifhing t'1e jufr privileges 
of the peop]~ and of parliilmcnt. 1"'heological controverfy 

alone 
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2.lone frill fubfiil:ed, and kept alive fomc fparks of that c H A P. 

fl h. h } d h h . . b 11" LXIII. ame, w zc 1a t rown t e nation mto corn uniOn. ~ 

While Catholics, independents, and other fcClaries were x65r. 

content with entertaining fome profpcct of toleration; 
prelacy and prefbytery firuggled for the fuperiority, and 
the hopes and fears of both parties kept them in agitation. 
A conference was held in the Savoy between twdve Confl'rcnce 

b"fh d 1 ] d h fb . . . at the Savov. 
1 ops an twe ve ea ers among t e pre ytenan mnu- zsthMarcb. 

:llers, with an intention, or at leafi on pretence, of bring-
ing about an accommodation between the parties. The 
furplice, the crofs in baptifm, the kneeling at the facra-
ment, the bowing at the name of Jefus, were anew can-
vaifed; and the ignorant multitude were in hopes, that 
fo many men of gravity and learning could not fail, after 
deliberate argumentation, to agree in all points of contro-
verfy : They were furprized to fee them f paratc more 
i1 flamed than ever, and more confirmed in their fevera1 
prejudices. To enter into particulars would be fupcr-
Jluous. Difputes concerning religious forms are, in 
themfelves, the mofr frivolous of any; ar~d merit atten-
tion only fo far as they have influence on the peace and 
order of civil fociety. 

rrHE king's declaration had prornifcd, that feme endea
vours fhould be ufed to effect a comprehenfion of both 
parties; and Charles's own indifference w!th regard to 
all fuch queftions feerned a favourable circumfbnce for 
the execution of that project. rrhe partizans of a corn- Arrumen:1 

. . for and 
prehenfion fa1d, that the prdbytenans, as well as the ag~:nr• ... 

Prelatifis, having felt by cx11er: nee the fatal clfc8:s of ~omre-
ut:J.,wn. 

obfiinacy and violence, W"r..: nov,r well difi)ofcJ towar s · 
an amicable agreement: That the bifhops, by rclin
quifhing forne part of their authoi·ity, and difp nfing '\vith 
the mofi exceptionable ceremonies \Yould fo gratif, their 
adverfaries as to obtain their cordi, 1 and afFectionate com
pliance, and unite the whole nation in one faith and 0!1e 

OL. VII. B b worfhip : 
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c H A P. worfhio : That by obff;nately infifting on forms, in them-
LXIII. ~ {j .fi · f · b 11 d 
~ felves m tgm cant, an air o Importance was en:owe on 

.t66r. them, and men were taught to continue equally obftinate 
in rejeB.ing them: That the preibyterian clergy would 
go every reafonable length, rather than, by parting with 
their livings, expofe themfelves to a ftate of beggary, or 

at bcft of dependance : And that i( their pride were flat
tered by fome feeming alterations, and a pretence given 
them for affirming, that they had not abandoned their 
former principles, nothing farther was wanting to pro
duce a thorough union between thofe two parties, which 
comprehended the bulk of the nation. 

IT was alledged on the other hand, that the diH"erence 

between religious feCl:s was founded, not on principle, 
but on paffion ; and till the irregular affetl:ions of me·n 

c0uld be corrected, it was in vain to expetl:, by com
pliances, to obtain a perfetl: unanimity and ~omprehen
:fion : That the more infignificant the objetl:s of difpute 
appeared, with the more certainty might it be inferred, 
that the real ground of diifention was different from that 
which was univerfally pretended: That the love of no
velty, the pride of argumentation, the pleafure of making 
profdytcs, and the obftinacy of contradiCtion, would for 
ever give rife to fects and difputes; nor was it poffible that 
fuch a fource of diflention could ever, by any conceffions, 
be entirely exhauficd: That the church, by depart:ng 
from ancient praB:ices and principle3, wo-uld tacitly ac-

~ knowledge herfelf guilty of error, and lofe that reverence, 
fo rcquifite for preferving the attachment of the multittzde :

And that if the prefent conceffions (which was more than 
probable) fhould prove ineffetl:ual, greater muft frill be 
made; and in the iifue, difcipline would be defpoiled of 
all its authority, and worfhip of all its decency, without 

obtaining that end, which had been fo fondly fought fot: 
by thefe d~ngerous indulgences. 



CHARLES IIi 371 
THE minifhy were inclined to give the preference to c H A P. 

the latter arguments ; and were the more confirmed m~ . LXIII. 

that intention by the difpofition, which appeared in the 1661. 

parliament lately affembled. The royalifts and zealous 
6hurchmen were at prefent the popular party ih the na ... 
tion, and., feconded by the efforts of the court, had pre-
vailed in moft eleCtions. Not more than fifty-fix tnembets A new pu~ 

fb . h d b . d fc • h 1 liament. of the pre ytcnan party a o tame eats m t e ower 8th May. 

houfe x; and thefe were not able either to oppo1e or retard 
the mcafures of the majority. Monarchy, therefore, and 
epifcopacy; were now exalted to as great powet and fplen .. 
dor as they had lately fuffcred mifery and depreffion. Sir 
Edward Turner was chofen fpeaker. 

AN act was paffed for the fecurity of the king's perfon 
and government. To intend or devife the king's impri
fonment, or bodily harm, or depofition, or levying war 
againft him, is declared, during the life-time of his pre
fent majefty, to be high treafon. To affirm him to be a 
papift or heretic, or to endeavour by fpeech or writing to 
alienate his fubjlB:s' affections from him; thefe offences 
were made fufficient to incapacitate the perfon guilty from 
.holding any employment in church or ftate. To main
tain that the long parliament is not diffol ved, or that 
either or both houfes, without the king, arc poffeifed of 
legiilative authority, or that the covenant is binding; 
was made puniihable by the penalty of premunire. 

THE covenant itfelf, together with the act for ereCting 
the high court of j ufrice, that for fubfcribing the engage• 
ment, and that for declaring England a commonwealth; 
were ordered to be burned by the ~ands of the han~man, 
'I'he people affifted with great alacrity on this occafion. 

THE abufes of petitioning in ·the preceding reiO'n had 
been attended with the worft confequences; and to pre
vent fuch irregular practices for the future, it was enacted~ 

x Carte'i Anfwer to the Byllandcr, p. 79• 

B b z +hat 
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c H A P. that no more than twenty hands fuould be affixed to any 
LXIII. . . J t: • h h f: .n.. f h . fr" h 
~ pet1t10n, un e1s w1t t e allt..,;llOn o t ree JU Ices, or t e 

1661. major part of the grand jury; and that no petition fhould 

be prefented to the king or either houfe by above ten per
fans. The penalty annexed to a tranfgreffion of this law 

w~s a fine of a hundred pounds and three months impri

fonmcnt. 
Bi!hops' 
ff>ots re. 

tlo:ed. 

%OthNov, 

THE bifhops, though refiored to their fpiritual autho

rity, were frill excluded from parliament by the la:w, 
which the late king had paffed, immediately before the 

commencement of the civil diforders. Great violence, 
both againfr the king and the houfe of peers, had been 
employed in paffing this law; and on that account alone, 
the partizans of the church were provided with a plaufible 

pretence for repealing it. Charles exprdTcd much fatif

faction, when he gave his affcnt to the act for that pur
pofe. It is certain, that the authority of the crown, as 
well as that of the church, was interefred in refroring the 

prelates to their former dignity. But thofe, who deemed 
every acquifition of the prince a detriment to the people, 

were apt to complain of this in:l.hnce of complaifance in 

the parliament. 

AFTER an adjournment of fome months, the parlia-
ment was again affembled, and proceeded in the fame 

fpirit as before. They difcovered no defign of refroring, 
in its full extent, the ancient prerogatives of the crown: 

rrhcy were only anxious to repair all thofe breaches, 

which had been made, not by the love of liberty, but by 
the fury of faction and civil war. The power of the 
fword had, in all ages, been allowed to be vefred in the 

crown; and though no Jaw conferred this prerogative, 
' every parliament, till the Jafl: of the preceding reign, had 

willingly fubmitted to an authority more ancient, and 

therefore more facred, than that of any pofitive fratute. 

I.t was now thought proper folemnly to relinqui£h the 
violent 
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violent pretenfions of that parliament, and to acknow- c H A P. 
L~n. 

ledge, that neither one houfe, nor both houfes, · indepen-~ 
dent of the king, were poffeffed of aJ].y military authority. 16v1. 

The preamble to this ftatute went fo far as to renounce 

all ri6ht even of defenjive arms againfi: the king; and much 
obfervation has been made with regard to a conceffion, 

cfi:eemed fo fin gular. \V ere thofe terms taken in their 
fullliter:tl fenfe, they imply a total renunciation of limi-
tations to monarchy, and of all privileges in the fubject, 
independent of the will of the fovcreign. For as no 

rights can fubfi fr without fome remedy, fl:ill lefs rig!:ts 

e. ·pofed to fo much invafion from tyranny, or even from 
ambition; if fubjctl:s muft never refiH:, it follows, that 

every prince, without any effort, policy, or violence, is 
at once rendered abfolutc and uncontrou]ab1e: The {; -
vereign needs only iffue an cdiB:, abolifhing every autho-

rity but his own; and all liberty, from that moment, is 
ia cffcB: ~nnihilated. B•tt this meaning it w re ahf•trd 
to im pute to the prefent parliament, wh , though zealous 
royal i£15, fhm.vcJ in t11cir meafures, that they had not 
c:1.fi: off all n:crard to national privileges. They were 

probably fenfible, th.lt to fuppofe in the fovereign a1.y 
fuch invafion of public liber .. y is entirely unconfiitutiomd; 
and that thcrcfo e expre£1 y to n~fe1:vc, u on that event 
any right of rcfiftancc in the fuLjc-2, muft b..: Iiab c to the 

f..1mc objection. T Lcy had feen that the long p~rlia ne t. 

under colour of defe!1,;c, h:td begt~n a viol:::nt, ttack ~pon 

ki ngly power; and after invoh·!ng the 1...irgc!om in hiood, 

h;td finally lofi that libct·ty, for vhich th "y had fo !m-

pndcntly contended. They thour-ht, perhaps errOl~~-
ouOy, that it was no longer pofiiblc, after fuc'1 puhli 
anti fuch exorbitant pretcnfions, to pcrfc\'crc in that pn-
dcnt filencc, hitherto maintained by the lav,rs; and that 

it was nccdl:lry, by for e poiitive declaration, to bar the 
return of rke inconvcnicncics. Vlhen they excluded, 

lJ 0 3 
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C H A P. therefore, the right of defence, they fuppofed, that, the 
LXIII. 11.. • • • fi . b fi h c....--..,......__1 conuttutwn remammg rm upon Its a 1s, t ere never 
166~, really cpuld be an attack made by the fovereign. If fuch 

~m attack Wfl.S at any time made, the nece:ffity was then 
extreme : And the cafe of extreme and violent neceffity, 
po laws, they thought, could comprehend ; becaufe to 
fuch 4 neceffity no laws could beforehand point out a pro
per remedy. 

THE.other meafures of this parliament frill difcovered 
~ more anxious care to guard againfr rebellion in the fub
ject than encroachments in the crown : Xhe recent evils 
of civil \Var and ufurpation had naturally encreafed the 
fpirit of fubmiffion to the monarch, and had thrown the 

r.f'l'Forat:on nation into that dangerous extreme. DurinR" the violent 
i 0 

a~.! and jealous government of the parliament and of the pro-
tectors, alJ magifrrates 2 liable to fufpicion, had been ex
pelled the corporations ; and none had been admitted

2 

who g4ve not proofs of affection to the ruling powers, or 
who refufed to fubfcribe the covenant. To leave all au
'thority in fuch han9s fecmed dangerous; and the parlia
~ent, t~erefore, empowered the king to appoint com
rniffioners for regulating the corporations, and expelling 
fu~4 mag~frrates ~s either had intruded themfelves by vio
l~nce, or profeffed principles, dangerous to the conflitu-:
tion, civil and ecclefiaflical., It was alfo enacted, that 
~11 m~gifhates fhould difclaim the obligation of the cove-: 
nant, and fhould declare, both t~eir belief, that it was 
not lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, to refift the 
lcing, ~ncl the~r abhorrence of the traiterous pofition of 
taking arms by the king's authority againfr his perfon, or 
agaipfl: thofe who wer~ commiffioned by him. 

WHEN ~he l~tter part of this oath, the words, commif
jioned by him, which ieem the moft dangerous to the con
:fiitution, came to be dcbateJ, it was moved in the houfe, 
~!ld c~rnefily preifed by Sir John V ':lughan, an eminent 

lawy~r) 
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lawyer, that the word, lawfully, might be added, in or- C H ~ P. 
;, 11 d'ffi 1 . B LXId. ~er to remove a 1 cu t1es. ut the attorney-general,~.--..~ 
Sir Heneage Finch, anfwered, that it was not neceffary: 1

6.
61

• 

The very word, commi·ffion. imported it ; fince any 
power, not lawfully iffued., to lawful .perfons, and for a 
lawful purpofe, was in reality no commiffion at all ; And 
the whole houfe feemed to affent to this interpretation. 
The fame word, lawfully, was endeavoured to be added. 
by Southampton himfelf, in the houfe of peers ; but a 
like anfwer was made by Anglefey. Southampton frill 
infifi:ed, that fuch an addition would clear all obfcurities; 

and that many, not having heard the particular fenfe of 
the parliaments might fancy, that, if any fort of com-

miffion was granted, it would not be lawful to refift it: 

But that worthy patriot could not prevail. The opinion 
of both parties, it is to be prefumed, was the fame ; 
though the fear of affording a pretence to rebellion made 
the royalifts overlook tbe danger, to which liberty might 
be expofed by fuch conceffions. They thought, that, in 
mofi: human deliberations, it was difficult, if not impof
fible, to make a choice, not expofed to fome inconve
nience. And it is but too ufual for viCtorious parties., 

who had fuffered under oppreffion, to fignalize their 
triumph over their adverfaries, by carrying matters to the 
extremity moft oppofite to that which had formerly pre-

vailed. 

THE care of the church was no lefs attended to by this A J66z •• a ofum-
parliament, than that of monarchy; and the bill of uni-formity. 
formity was a pledge of their fincere attachment to the 

epifcopal hierarchy, and of their antipathy to prefbyteri-
~nifm. Different parties, however, concurred in pro ... 
moting this bill, which contained many fevere claufes. 
The independents and other feCl:aries, enraged to find all 

their fchemes fubv,rted by the preibytcrians, who had 
B b 4 once 
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C HXA, P. once been their affociatcs, exerted themfelvcs to difap ... L 'Ih. · 
'--v--..1 point that party of the favour and indulgence, to which, 

166~· from their recent merits in promoting the refroration, 
they thought themfelves jufrly entitled. By the prefby
terians, faid they, the war was raifed : By them was the 
populace firft inc:ited to tumults : By their zeal, interefr, 
and riches were the armies fupported: By their force was 
the king fubdued: And if, in the fequel, they protefred 

again:£! thofe extreme violences, committed on his perfon 
by the military leaders, their oppofition 1 came too late, 
after having fupplied thefe ufurpers with the power and 

the pretences, by which they maintained their fanguinary 
m~afures. They had indeed concurred with the royalifts 
in recalling the king: But ought they to be efreemed, 0.1;1 

that account, more afFectionate to the royal caufe ? Rage 
and animofity, from difappointed ambition, vvere plainly 
their foie motives; and if the king fnould now be fo 
imprudent as to diftinguifn them by any particular indul
rrences, he <vvould foon experience from them the fame 

hatred and oppoiition, w' ... ich proved io [(!tal to his fa
ther. 

THE cat! olics, though they had little int refr in the 
nation, \vere a coniiJcr.,ble party at court; a~d from 
th~ir ferv!cc~ and fufferings, during t e civil wars, it 

f emcd but jufl to bear th 1 fome favour and regard, 
Thefe religioniil:: cireacied an entir~ union among the pro

tcfiants. Were they tl c fole noncon 1ormi1ts in the na-
tion, the fcvere exec ttio!l f penal laws upon their fetl: 
fcemed an inttlliblc confequence; and hey ufcd, tbere
fo;e, all th~ir intercft to puili matters to ext ·cmity againfl: 
the prefbyterians, v,.rho had formelly been heir moft fc
verc oppre!fors, and whom they new cxpetl:ed for their 
companions in afHitl:ion. The earl of Brifrol, who, from 

conviCtion, or intereH-, or levity, or complaifa111:e for the 

compan;r with whom he lived, had ch~ngcd his religion 

during 
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during the king's exile, was regarded as the head of this C H' A P. 
LXlJ • 

party. ~ 

THE church party had, during fo many years, fuffcr
cd fuch injuries and in 1ignities from the fectarics of every 
denomination, that no moderation, much lcfs deference, 
;.vas on this occafion to be expeCted in the ecclefiafi:ics. 
Even the laity of that communion feemed now difpofeJ 
to retaliate upon their enemies, according to the ufual 
meafures of party jufl:ice. This feet or faclion (for it 
was a mixture of both) encouraged the run.ours of plots 
and confpiracies againfi the government; crimes, which, 
without any apparent reafon, they imputetl to their adver
faries. And infiead of enlarging the terms of commu
nion, in order to comprehend the prefbyterians, they 
gladly laid hold of the prejudices, which prevailed among 
that feet, in order to eject them from their livings. By 
the bill of uniformity it was required, that every clergy
man fhould be re-ordained, if he had not before received 
epifcopal ordination; fhould declare his affent to evlry 

thin~ contained in the Book of Common Prayer; ihould 
take the oath of canonical obedience; fhculd a1jurc the 

folemn league and covenant ; and fhould renounce the 

.Principle of taking arms, on any pretence wh~tfocvcr, 
againfi the king. 

THI bill re-infiated the church in the f~me condition, 
in which it ftood before the commenceme11t of the civil 
'""lrs ; and as the old perfecutjng laws of Elizabeth ftill 
iu bf.acd in their full rigor, and new claufes of a like na
ture were now enaccccl, all the king's promilcs of tolera

tion and of indulgence to tender confciences vvere thereby 
cbded and broken. It is true, Charles, in Lis declara
tion from Brcda, had exprdfed his ir.tention of rcgubtir;g 
that indulgence by the advice and authcrity of parliament: 
But this limitation could never reafonably be extended to 
a total infringement and v ·elation of his engagements. 

8 I:owever, 

166::.. 

J 
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c H A P. However, it is agreed, that the king did not voluntarily 
'-=LX~I~ concur with this violent meafure, and that the zeal of 

166z~ CJarendon and of the church party among the commons:J 
feconded by the intrigues of the catholics, was the chief 
caufc, which extorted his confent. 

THE royalifrs, who now predominated, were very 
ready to fignalize their victory, by efrablilhing thofe high 
principles of monarchy, which their antagonifrs had con
troverted : But when any real power or revenue was de
manded for the crown, they were neither fo forward nor 
fo liberal in their conceffions as the king would gladly 
have wifhed. Though the parliament pafred laws for 
regulating the navy, they took no notice of the army ; 
and declined giving their fantlion to this dangerous inno
vation. The king's debts were become intolerable ; and 
the commons were at lafl: confrrained to vote him an ex
traordinary fupply of r,2oo,ooo pounds, to be levied by 
e1ghtcen monthly afrdfments. But befides that this fup
pl y was much inferior to the occafion, the king was 
obliged earnefily to folicit the commons, before he could 
obtain it ; and, in order to convince the houfe of its ab
folute neceffity, he defired them to examine frritlly into 
all his receipts and difburfements. Finding likewife upon 
enquiry, that the feveral branches of revenue fell much 
1hort of the fums expected, they at lafr, after much delay, 
voted a new impofition of two fhillings on each hearth; 
and this tax they fcttlcd on the king during life. The 
whole cftablifhed revenue, howevet, did not, for many 
years, exceed a million Y a fum confclfedly too narrow 
for the public expences. A very rigid frugality at leaft, 
which the king wanted, would have been requifite to 
make it fufficc for ·the dignity and fecurity of government. 

~9th May. After all bufinefs was difpatched, the parliament was 
prorogued. 

Y D'Eftrades, z_sth of Ju~y, t66x, Mr, Ralph'£ Hiftory1 vol. i. p. 176. 

BEFORi 
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BEFORE the parliament rofe, the court was employed C H A P. 

. k. . r h . f h LXIII. m ma mg preparatiOns 10r t e receptwn o t e new queen,~ 
Catharine of Portugal, to whom the king was betrothed, . 1 ~6:t. 

• . K1ng s mar-
and who had JUft landed at Portfmouth. Dunng the riage. 

time, that the proteCtor carried on the war with Spain, 
he was naturally led to fupport the Portuguefe in their 
revolt; and he engaged himfe]f by treaty to fupply them 
with Io,ooo men for their defence againft the Spaniards. 
On the king's reftoration, advances were made by Portu-
gal for the renewar of that alliance ; and in order to bind 
the friendfhip clofer, an offer was made of the Portuguefe 
princefs, and a portion of soo,ooo pounds, together with 
two fortreffes, Tangiers in Africa and Bombay in the 
Eaft Indies. Spain, who, after the peace of the Pyre-
nees, bent all her force to recover Portugal, now in 
appearance abandoned by France, took the alarm, and 
endeavoured to fix Charles in an oppofite intereft. Th~ 
catholic king offered to adopt any other princefs as a 
daughter of Spain, either the princefs of Parma, or, what 
he thought more popular, fome proteftant princefs, the 
daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or Orange: And on any 
of thefe, he promifed to confer a dowry equal to that 
which was offered by Portugal. But many reafons in-
clined Charles rather to accept of the Portuguefe propo.-
fals. The great diforders in the government and finances 
of Spain made the execution of her promifes be much 
doubted; and the king's urgent neceffities demanded fome 
fupply of money, The interdts of the Englifh commerce 
likewife feemed to require, that the independancy of Por-
tugal fhould be fupported, left the union of that crown 
with Spain fhould put the whole treafures of America into 
the hands of one potentate. The claims too of Spain 
upon Dunkirk and Jamaica, rendered it impoffible, with-
put farther conceffions, to obtain the cordial friendfhip 
()f that power; And .~m the other hand) the offer) made 

.! by 
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c H A P . . by Portuo-al, of two fuch confiderable fortrefles, promifed LXIII. 0 

""""''"" a great acceffion to the naval force of England. Above 
I66z. all, the propofal of a proteftant princefs was no allure

ment to Charles, whofe inclinations led him frrongly to 
give the preference to a catholic alliance. According to 
the moft probable accounts z, the refolution of marrying 
the daughter of Portugal was taken by the king, unknown 
to all his minifl:ers ; and no remonfl:rances could prevail 
with him to alter his intentions. When the matter was 
laid before the council, all voices concurred in approving 
the refolution; and the parliament expreffed the fame 
complaifance. And thus was concluded, feemingly with 

u11: May. univerfal con.fent, the inaufpicious marriage with Cathc-
rine, a p1incefs of virtue, but who was never able, either 
by the graces of her perfon or humour, to make herfelf 
agreeable to the king. The report however of her natural 
incapacity to have children, feerns to have been ground
lefs; fince ihe was twice declared to be pregnant a. 

THE fefl:ivity of thefe efpoufals was clouded by the 
trial and execution of criminals. Berkftcad, Cobbet, 
and Okey, three regicides, had efcapcd beyond fea; and 
after wandering fome time conccal~d in Germany, came 
privately to Delft, having appointed their families to meet 
the'n in that place', They were difcovered by Downing, 
the king's rdident in Holl:::nd, wLo had formerly ferved 
the proteCtor and commonwca1th in the fa!Tie ftation, and 
who once had even been chaplain to Okcy's regiment. 

• Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. p. 2 54• This <1ccount fecms better fuiJpOrted, 

th:~n that in Ablancourt's Memoirs, that the rhancellor chiefly pulhed the 

Portuguefe oliiJnce. The fecret tranf01dions of th'e C<>\Ht of England cot.::l 
not be fuppoli-d to be much known to a Fn·nch reiid.:nt at LJib n : .1\nd 
Jvhatcver oppofiti;m the ch~ncellor made, he v.ould certainly eneeavour to 
conceal it from the queen and all her family; and ev~n in the parliame:Jt an:l 
«:ouncil would fupport the rt"folution a!rendy taken. Cl.1rerdan hin:fi·{FJ~'IJ·s ;., 
;,is l11m:oirs, tb.1t he r.cv~r ei!l•rr o.bp?)ed er 1?ramot•d the PGrt<~guif~ match. 

" LorJ Li1nfdown'& Defence of ""t .eral Monk. Temple, \Ol, ii. r• 1 4• 

H~ 
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He applied for a warrant to arreft them. It had been C H A P. 
LXIII. 

ufual for the States to grant thefe warrants; though at ~ 
the fame time, they had ever been ca~e(ul fetretly to 166~. 
advertife the perfons, that they might be enabled to make 
their efcape. This precaution was eluded by the vigi-
lance and difpatch of Downing. He quickly feized the 
criminals, hurried them on board a frigate"' which lay off 

the coafr, and fcnt them to England. Thefe three men 

behaved with more moderation and fubmiffion than any 
of the other. regicides, who had fuffered. Okey in .par

ticular, at the place of execution, _prayed for the king, 
and exprdfed his intention, had he lived, of fubmitting 
peaceably to the efrablifhed government. He had rifen 
during the wars from being a cha_ndler in London to a 
high rani' in the army; and in all his conduCl: appeared 
to be a man of humanity and honour. In confideration 
of his good character and , of his dutiful behaviour, his 
body was given to his friends to be buried. 

THE attention of the . public was much engaged by 
the trial of two difringui!hcd crimina1s, Lambert and 
Vane. 'I'hcfe men, though none of the .late king's 

judges, had been excepted from the general i 1demnity, 
and committed to prifon. 'rhe convention-parliament, 

however, was fo favourable to them, as to petition the 
king, if they ihould be found guilty, to fuf})end their 
execution : But this new parli:uncnt, mo1e zealous for 

monarchy, applied for their trial ~nd condemnation. 
Not to revive difputes, which were better buried in T ·ial of 

oblivion, the indiS:ment of V. ne did not comprehend Vai~e. 

any of his acrions during the w;~r b twe en the king and 
parliament: It extended only to hi~ b~haviour after the 
late king's death, as member of the cot·r.c!l of frate, and 

fccrctary of the navy; where fiddi ty to the tt ui1, repofed 
in him, required hi~ oppofition to m narchy. 
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CHAP, 

LXI IT. VANE wanted neither courage nor capacity to avaii 
himfelf of this advantage. He urged, that, if a com
pliance with the government, at that time efrabli:lhed in 
England, and the acknowledging of its authority were to 
be regarded as criminal, the whole nation had incurred 
equal guilt, and none would remain, whofe innocence 
could entitle them to try or condemn him for his pre
tended treafons: That, according to thefe maxims, 
wherever an illegal authority was dhb'Ii:lhed by force, a
total and univerfal deil:ruCtion muft enfue; while the 
ufurpers profcribed one part of the nation for difobedience, 
the lawful prince puniihed the other for compliance! 
That tbe legiflature of England, forefeeing this violent 
fituation, had provided for public fecurity by the famous 
fi-atute of Henry VII; in which it was enaCted, that no 
man, in cafe of any revolution, fhould ever be quefrioned 
for his obedience to the king in being : That whether 
the efi-ablifued government was a monarchy or a common
wealth, the reafon of the thing was frill the fame ; nor 
ought the expelled prince to think himfelf entitled to 
allegiance, fo long as he could not afford proteCtion : 

~ 
J66~. 

That it belonged not to private perfons, pofieffed of no 
power, to difcufs the title of their governors; and every 
ufurpation, even the mofr flagrant, would equally require 
obedience with the mofr legal efrablifhment: That the 
controverfy between the late king and his parliament was 
of the mo£1: delicate nature ; and men of the greatefr 
probity had been divided in their choice of the party 
which they lhould embrace: That the parliament, being 
rendered undi!foluble but by its own confent, was become 
a kind of co~ordinate power with the king; and as the 
cafe was thus entirely new and unknown to the confritu
tion, it ought not to be tried rigidly by the letter of the 
ancient laws : T'hat for his part, all the violences, which 
bad been put upon the parliament, and upon the perfon 

of 
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of the fovereign, he had ever conderpncd ; nor had he C H A P. 

d . h h r. c r. . . b c LXIII. 
once appeare m t e ou1e 10r 1ome t1me c.~ore and after "-"f"tt 

the execution of the king: That, finding the whole I66:.::.. 

government thrown into diforder, he was .frill refolved, 

in every revolution, to adhere to the commons, the root, 

the foundation of all lawful authority : That in profe-

cution of this principle, he had chearfu11y undergone all 

the violence of Cromwel's tyranny; and wSuld now, 

with equal alacrity, expofe himfelf to the rigours of per-

verted law and jufiice: 'That though it was in his 

power, on the king's refl:oration, to have cfcaped from 

his enemies, he was determined, in imitation of the mofi 

illufrrious names of antiquity, to perifh in defence of 

liberty, and to give tefl:imony with his blood for that 

honourable caufe, in which he had been inlifl:cd: And~ 

that, befides the ties, with which God and nature had 

bound him to his native country, he v;as voluntarily en-

gaged by the mofl: facred covenant, whofc obligation no 

earthly power fhould ever be able to make him relinquiih. 

ALL the defence, which Vane could make, was fruit- uth Junt, 

lefs. The court, confidering more the general opinion 

of his active guilt in the beginning and profecution of 

the civil wars, than the articles of treafon charged againft 

him, took advantage of the letter of the law, and brought 

him in guilty. His courage deferted him not upon his 

condemnation·. Though timid by nature, the perfuafion 

of a jufr caufe fupportcd him againfl: the terrors of death; 

while his enthufiafm, excited by the profpect of glory, 

embellifhed the conclufion of a life, which, through the 
whole courfe of it, · had been fo much disfigured by the 

prevalence of that principle. Left pity for a courageous 

fufferer fhould make impreffion on the populace, drum-

mers were placed under the fcaffold, whofe noife, as he and_ exe· 
CUtiOO, 

began to launch out in reflections on the government, 14th Ju .:; 
<lrowned his voice, and admoni!hcd him to temper the 

ardour 
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C H A P. ardour of his zeal. He was not afi:onifhcd at t~is un,J 

~~ expected incident. In all his behaviour, there appeared 
1662. a firm and animated intrepidity ; and he confidered death 

but as a pafL'lge to th2.t eternal felicity; which he believed 
to be prepared for him. 

THIS man, fo celebrated for his parliamentary talents, 
and for his capacity in bufinefs, has left fome writings 
behind him: They treat, all of them, of religious fub
jeB:s, and are abfolutely unintelligible: No traces of 
eloquence, or even of common fcnfc appear in them. A 
ftrange paradox ! did we not know, that men of the 
greatefr genius, where they relinq uifh by principle the 
ufe of their reafon, are only enabled, by their vigour of 
mind, to work themfelves the deeper into error and 

abfurdity. It was remarked, that, as Vane, by being 
the chief inftrument of Strafford's death, had .firfr opened 

the way for that defi:ruCl:ion, which overwhelmed the 
nation; fo by his death he clofecl the fcene of blood. He 
was the lafl: that fuffcrccl on account of the civil wars. 
Lambert, though condemned, was reprieved at the bar; 

and the judges declared, that, if Vane's behaviour had 
been equally dutiful and fubmiffivc, he would have 
e. ·perienccd like lenity in the king. Lambert furvived 
his condemnation near thirty years. He was confined to 
the iflc of Gucrnefey; where he lived contented, for
getting all his paft fchemes of greatnefs, and entirely 
forgot by the nation : He died a Roman catholic. 

Prefbyterian HoWEVER odious Vane and Lambert to the prcfoy· 
clergy terians, that party had no lcifure to rejoice at their con
ej ~aed, 
~4th Aug. demn:.J.tion. The fatal St. Bartholomcw aFproached; the 

day, when the clergy were obliged by the late law., 
either to relinqui!h their livings, or to fign the articles 
required of them. A combination had been enter~d into 
by the more zealous of the prcfbyteria~ ecclefiafti:::s to 
1·~fufe the fubfcription; in hopes, that the biihops \vou]d 

llOt 
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not dare at once to expel fo great a number of the mo:fl C H A P. 
LXIII, popular preachers. The catholic party at court, who "-""v--..1 

defired a great rent among the protefrants, encouraged 1 662• 

them in this obfiinacy, and gave them hopes, that the 
king would proteCt them in their refufal. The king 
himfelf; by his irrefolute conduCt, contributed, either 
from defign or accident, to encreafe this opinion. Above 
all, the terms of fubfcription had been made firiB: and 
rigid, on purpofe to difgufl: all the zealous and fcrupulous· 
among the pre!bytcrians, and deprive them of their livings. 
About 2000 of the clergy, in one day, relinquilhed their 
cures; and to the afronilhment of the court, facrificed 
their interefr to their religious tenets. Fortified by fociety 
in their fufferings, they were refolved to undergo any 
hardlhips, rather than openly renounce thofc principles, 
which, on other occaftons, they were fo apt, from 
interefr, to warp or elude. The church enjoyed the 
pleafure of retaliation; and even pufhed, as ufual, the 
vengeance farther than the offence. During the dominion 
of the parliamentary party, a fifth of each living had 
been left to the ejeB:cd clergyman; but this indulgence, 
though at firfr inftfied on by the houfe of peers, was now 
refufeJ to the pre!byterians. However difficult to con-
ciliate peace among theologians, it was hoped by many, 
that fome relaxation in the terms of communion might 
have kept the prdbytcrians united to the church, and 

_have cured thofe ecclefiafrical faCtions, which had been fo 
fatal, and were frill fo dangerous. Bifhoprics were offered 
to Calamy, Baxter and Reynolds, leaders among the 
pre!byterians ; the lafr only could be prevailed on to 
_accept. Deaneries and other preferments were refufcd by 
many. 

THE next meafure of the king has not had the good 
fortune to be j ufiified by any party; but is often confidered 
as one of the greateft mifi-akes, if not blemiilies, of his 

OL, VII. C ~ cei~n ... 
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c H A P. reign. It is the f:1le of Dunkirk to the French. The 
LXIII. fi . . f h 1· d h 1·b 1 ~ par 1momous max1ms o t e par :amcnt, an t e 1 era, 
1 6~2.. not to fay laviib difpoiition of Charles, were ill fuited to 

Dt:nkuk · hll. 1· h r. 1· d h. fold to the each other; and notw1t uanmng t e 1upp tes vote 1m, 
.Ften:.;h, his treafury was ftill very empty and very much indebted. 

He had fecretly received the fum of 2oo,ooo crowns from 
France for the defence of Portugal; but the forces fent 
over to that country, and the fleets, maintained in order 
to defend it, had already cofi the king that fum, and 
together with it, near double the money, which had been 
poyed for the q ueen's portion b. The time fixed for 
payment of his fifrer's portion to the duke of Orleans 
was appro~ching. Tangiers, a fortrefs from which great 
benefit was expetl:ed, was become an additional burthen 
on the crown; and Rutherford, who now commanded in 
Dunkirk, had encreafed the charge of that garrifon to a 
hundred and twenty thoufand pounds a year. Thefe con
fi<.lcrations had fuch influence, not only on the king, but 
even on Clarendon, that this uncorrupt minifrer was the 
moft forward to dvife accepting a fum of money in lieu 
of a place which, he thought, the king, from the narrow 
fiate of his revenue, was no longer able to retain. By 
the tre<J.ty with Portugal, it ~s ftipulated, that Dunkirk 
fhould never be yielded to the Spaniards : France was 
therefore the only purchafer that remained. D' Efrrades 
was invited over by a letter from the chancellor himfcl(, 
in order to conclude the bargain. Nine hundred thoufand 
pounds were demanded : One hundred thoufand were 
oftercd. The Englifh by degrees lowered their demand; 
The French raifed their ofFer: And the bargain was 
concluded at 400,000 pounds. The artillery and frores 
were valued at a fifth of the f\lm c. rrhe importance of 

b D'Eil:rJdes, I7_th of Aueull, t6oz, Th~e, Wili above half vf soo,ooQ 

rouous r~a l ly plid as the queen's portion. 

' ld. cdt of Auguft, u.th of Sefte:z.ber, 16~z. 

2- thi~ 
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his faie was n<,?t, at that time, fufficiently known, either c &Jir.P• 
13-broad or at home d. The French monarch himfelf, fo I""'J. 

'r d f "fi · d r d · d f h" 166 ~' JOn o acqUI 1t1ons, an 10 goo a JU gc o 1s own 
1nterefi:s, thought, th~t he had made :1 hard bargain e; 

and this fum, in appearance fo fmall, was the utmofr, 
'which he would allow his am'b:1flador to offer. 

A NEW incident difcovered fuch a glimpfe of the king's 
charaCter and principles of policy as, at firfr, the rtation 
was fomewhat at a lots how to interpret, hut fuch as 
fubfequent events, by degrees, rendered fufficicntly plain 
and manifdl:. He ilfued a decl::!.ration on pretence ofoe hration 

· · · h · · d · 1 n f · t: • of i:"'dnl-mltigatmg t. e ngours, contame In t 12 aL.t o un11orm1ty. genc·e. 

After expreffing his firm refolution to obferve the general :6th DJ,:c. 

indemnity, and to trufl: entirely to the :-dFeetions of his 
fub]eets, not to any military power, or the fupport of 
his throne; he mentioned the promif~s of liberty of con
fcicnce, contained in h1s declaration of Breda. And he 
fubjoined, that, " as in the firfr place he had b"~U 
"' zealous to fettle the uniformity of the church of Eng-
'' land, in difcipline, ceremony and government, a;1d 
" fhall ever conftantly maintaia it: So as for what con-~ 
~' cerns the penalties upon thofe who, living peaceablp 
" do not conform themfelves thereunto, through fcruple 

d It ap?elfs, h wever, from many of D'E!l;rade's letters, particularly 
thlt of the :uil: of Auguft, i6<SJ, that the king might have transferred 
Dunkirk to the parliament, who would not have refufed to bear the charges 
of it, but were unwilling to give money to the king for that purpofe. The 
king on the other hand was jealous, left the p~rliament fhould acqu!re any 

feparate dominion or authority in a branch of adminifhation, which ft'emed 
fo little to belong to them: A proof thlt the government wc~s not yet ft:ttled 
into that c~mpofure, and 'mutual confidence, which is abfolutely requifite 
for condutting it. 

e Id, 3d of Otl:ober, 166:. The chief importance indeed of Dunkirk to 
the Englifh was, that it was able to ddhefs their trade, when in the hands of 
the French: But it was Lewis the XIVth who firft made it a good fea.port, 

If ever England have occafion to tranfport armies, to the continent, it muft 
be jn fupport of fame ally whofe towns ferve to the fame purpofe ai Dunkirf' 

YfQuld, if in the hand~ of '-'1 Englilh. 

Cc l '' and 
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C H A P. " and tendernefs of mifguided confcience, but modefily 
LXIII. r 
~ " and without 1candal perform their devotions in their 

1662.. " own way, he £hould make it his fpecial care,. fo far a~ 
" in him lay, without invading the freedom of parlia

" ment, to inclinr. their wifdom next approaching feffions 
" to concur with him in making fome fuch act for that 
" purpofe, as may enable him to exercife, with a more 
" univerfal fatisfaB:ion, that power of difpenfing, which 
" he conceived to be inherent in him f." Here a moft 
important prerogative was exercifed by the king ; but 

under fuch artful referves and limitations as might prevent 
the full difcuffion of the claim, and obviate a breach 
between him and his parliament. The foundation of 

this meafure lay much deeper, and was of the utmofr 

confequence. 

THE king, durrng his exile,. had imbibed fhong 

prejudices in favour of the catholic religion; and accord
ing to the moft probable accounts, had already been 
fecretly reconciled in form to the church of Rome.. The 
great zeal, expreffed by the parliamentary party againfr 

all papifts, had always, from a fpirit of oppofition, in
~lined the court and all the royalifis to adopt more favour
able fentiments towards that feet, which, through the 
whole courfe of the civil wars, had :ll:renuoully fupported 
the rights of the fovercign. The rigour too, which the 

king, during his abode in Scotland,. had experienced from 

the prefbyterians, difpofed him to run into the other 
extreme, and to bear a kindnefs to the party, m oft oppo
fitc in its genius to the fcverity of thofe religionifts. The

folicitations and importunities of the queen-mother, the 
~ontagion of the company which he frequented, the view 
of a more fplendid and courtly mode of wor£hip, the 
hopes of indulgence in pleafure; all thefe caufes operated 

powerfully on a young prince, whofe carelefs and diifo-

f Kennet'ti Regifter1 p, 8 so. 
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fute temper Jlllade him incapable of adhering c1ofcly to the C J!x~1.P· 
principles of his early education. But if the thoughtlef<> \....--v--1 

humour of Charles rendered him an eafy convert to I66:z.. 

popery, the fame difpofition ever prevented the theological 
tenets of that feet from t~king any fail: hold of him. 
During his vigorous fl:ate of health, while his blood w2s 
warm and his fpirits high, a contempt and difregard to all 
religion held poffeffion of his mind; and he might more 
proper} y be denominated a deift than a catholic. But in 
thofe revolutions of temper, when the love of raillery 
gave place to refleltion, and his penetrating, but negli-
gent underfl:anding was clouded with fears and apprehen-
fions, he had fi:arts of more fincere conviCl:;on ; and a 
feet, which always poffeffed his inclination, w.1s then 
tnafrer of his judgment and opin:on g. 

BuT though the king thus floated, during his whole 
reign, between irreligion, which · he more openly pro
felled, and popery, to which he retained a fccret propenfity, • 
his brother, the duke of York, had zealoufly adopted all 
the principles of that theological party. His eager 
temper and narrow underftandin;; made him a thoroue:h 
convert, without any referve from intercfl:, or doubt~> 

from rcafoning and enquiry. By his application to bn:fi

nefs, he had acquired a great afcendant over the king, 
who, though poffeifed of more difccrnment, w:1s ~bd to 
throw the burthen of affairs on the duke, of w}~om he 
entertained little jcaloufy. On pretence of c~~fing the 
protcfrant diffcntcrs, they agreed upon a plan for intro
uucing a general toleration, and giving th~? Catholics the 
free cxercifc of their religion; at 1cafi, the cxerci!e of it 
in private houfes. T'he two brothers faw with pleafurc 
fo numerous and popular a body of the c.ergy refute 

g The author conferfes, that the king's Z"al for popery went farther than 
Is here fuppof~d, as appears from many p.t!fa5es in James the Second's 
Memoirs, 

Cc3 conformity; 
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C H A P. conformity; and it was hoped, that, under fuelter of 
LX!li . 

\..r' · ...._.. thetr name, the fmall and hated feet of the catholic& 
I66z, might meet with favour and proteCtion. 

BuT while the king pleaded his early promifes of 
toleration, and infified on many other plaufi.blc topics,. 

the parliament, who fat a little after the decla:ation was 

iffued, could by no means be fatisfied with this meafure. 
'I' he declared intention of eafing the diffenters, and the 

fecret purpofe of favouring the catholics, were equally 

cli [agreeable to them ; and in thefe prepoifeffions they 

were encouraged by the king's minifiers themfelves, par
ticularly the chancellor. The houfe of commons repre
fented to the king, that his declaration of Breda contained 
no promife to the prdbyterians and other diffenters, but; 
only an expreffion of his intentions, upon fuppofition of 
the parliament's concurrence: That even if the non
conformifis had been entitled to plead a promife, they 
had cntru:fi:cd this claim, as all the:r other rights and 

privileges, to the houfe of commons, who were their 

reprcfentatives, and who now freed the king from that 
obligation: That it was not to be fuppofed, that hi~ 

majefiy and the houfcs were fo bound by that declaration 
as to be incapacitated from mak.ing any laws, which might 
be contrary to it: That even at the king's reftoration, 
there were laws of uniformity in force, which could not 
be difpenfed with but by aB: of parliament: And that the 
indulgence propofed would prove mofi pernicio\.1s both to 
church and ibte, would open the door to fchifm, encourage 

faCtion, difl:urb the public peace, and difcredit the wifdom 
of the legiflature. The king did not think proper, after 
this remonfl:rance, to infifl: any farther ~t ~refent on the 
projeCt of indulgence. 

In order to dcpri ve the catholics of all hopes, the twq 

houfes concurred i.tl a remonftrance againft them. The 
king 
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·inr- gave a g:racious anfwcr; though he fcrupled not to c H A P• 
o .._. .._. LXIII. 

profefs his gratitude towards many of that pcrfuafion, on .._,-. ~ -......J 

account of the'r faithful fervices in his father's caufe and x66J. 

in his ovvn. A proclamation, for form's fake, was foon 
after i1rucd againH: Jefuits and Romi(n pricfis : But care 
was taken, by the very terms of it, to render it ineffectual. 
The parliament had allowed, that all foreign p!iefis, 
belonging to the two queens, 1hould be excepted, and 
that a pcrmi:Olon for them to remain in England fhould 
frill be granted, In the proclamation, th~ word,foreign, 
was purpofely omitted; and the queens were thereby 
authorized to give protection to as many Engliih priefts as 
they 1hould think proper. 

THA 't the king might reap fome advantage from his 
complian~es, however fallacious, he engaged the com
mo?s anew, into an examination of his revenue, which, 
chiefly by the negligence in levying it, had proved, he 
faid, much inferior to the public charges. Notwith
fianding the price of Dunkirk, his debts, he complained, 
aP.Iounted to a confiderable fum; and to fatisfy the com
mons, that the money formerly granted him, had not 
been prodigally expended, he offered to lay before them 
the whole account of his difburfements. It is however 
agreed on all hands, that the king, though, during his 
baniihment, he had managed his fmall and precarious 
jncome with great order and reconomy, had now much 
abated of thefe virtues, and was unable to make his royal 
revenues fu.ffice for his expences. The commons, with
out entering into too nice a difquifition, voted him four 
fubfidies; and this w~s the ~aft time, that taxes were 
levied in that manner. 

SEVERAL laws were made this feffion with regard to 
trade. The militia alfo came under confideration, and 
fome rules were eftabliihed for ordering and arming it. 
~t was enacted, that the king lhould have no power of 

Cc 4 keepin' 
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C H A P. keeping the militia under arms above fourteen days in the 
LXIIJ, 
~ year. The fituation of this ifland, together with its 

1~63. great naval power, has always occafi.oned other means of 
fecurity, however requifi.te, to b~ much neglected amongft 
us: And the parliament fhowed here a very fuperRuous 
jcaloufy of the king's ftrictnefs in difciplining the militia. 
The principles of liberty rather require a contrary 
jealoufy. 

THE earl of Brifl:ol's friendfhip with CiarenJon, which 
had fubfi.fl:ed, with grea~ intimacy, during their exile and 
the diftreffes of the royal party, had been confi.Jcrably 
impaired fince the refl:oration, by the chancellor's r fufmg 
his affent to fome grants, which Briftol had applied for to 
a court lady: And a little after, the latter nobleman, 
agreeably to the impetuofi.ty and indifcretion of his temper, 
broke out againfl: the mini!l:er in the mofl: outrageous 
manner. He even entered a charge of treafon again:ll: 
him before the houfc of peers; but had concerted his 
plan fo imprudently, that the judges, when confulted, 
declared, that, neither for its matter nor its form, could 
it legally be received. The articles indeed refcmblc more 
the incoherent altercations of a paffionate enemy, than a 
ferious charge, fit to be difcufied by a court of judicature; 
and Brifl:ol himfelf was fo afhamed of his conduct and 
defeat, that he abfconded during fome time. N otwith
fianding his fine talents, his eloquence, his fpirit, and 
his courage, he could never regain the charaCter, which 
he loft: by this hafl:y and precipitate meafure. 

D~cNne c~ BuT though Clarendon was able to elude this ralh 
Cl-.rendons Jr. 1 h r. fibl d 1" . . h" d" redit. auau t, e was 1en 1 y ec mmg m IS ere It a.t court; 

and in proportion as the king found himfelf efl:ablilhed on 
the throne, he began to alienate himfelf from a minifl:er, 
whofe charaCter was fo little fuited to his own. Charles's 
favour for the catholics was always oppofcd by Clarendon, 
,public liberty was fecured againfi all attempts of the 

8 ~ver-
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ever-zealous royalifis, prodigal grants of the king were c H A P. 

checked or refufed, and the dignity of his own character~ 
was fo much confulted by the chancellor, that he made it 166l• 

an inviolable rule, as did alfo his friend, Southampton, 
never to enter into any connexion with the royal mifirefTes. 
~he king's favourite was Mrs. Palmer, afterwards created 
dutchefs of Cleveland; a woman prodigal, rapacious, 
difTolute, violent, revengeful. She failed not in her turn 
to undermine Clarendon's credit with his mafier; and her 
fuccefs was at this time made apparent to the whole world. 
Secretary Nicholas, the chancellor's great friend, was 
removed from his place; and Sir Harry Bennet, his 
avowed enemy, was advanced to that office. Bcnnet was 
foon after created lord Arlington. · 

THoUGH the king's conduct had hitherto, fince his 
refroration, been, in the main, laudable, men of pene
tration began to obferve, that thofe virtues, by which he 
had, at firfi, fo much dazzled and enchanted the nation, 
had great :lhow, but not equal folidity. His good under
franding loft ~uch of its influence by his want of appli
cation ; his bounty: W8S more the refult of a facility of 
difpofition than any generofity of character; his focial 
humour led him frequently to neglect his dignity; his 
love of pleafure was not attended with proper fentiment 
and decency ; and while he feemed to bear a good will to 
every one that approached him, he had a heart not very 
capable of friendfhip, and he had fecretly entertained a 
very bad opinion and difiru:fl: of mankind. But above all, 
what fullied his character in the eyes of good judges was 
his negligent ingratitude towards the unfortunate cavaliers, 
whofe zeal and fuffcrings for the royal caufe had known 
no bounds. This conduct hov:cver in the king may, 
from the circumfiances of his fituation and temper, admit 
()f fome excufe; at leafr, of fome allc ·iation. As he had 
been rcfiored more by the efforts of his reconciled enemies 

than 
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C H A P. than of his ancient friends, the former pretended a title 
LXIII. . 
~to fuare his favour; and being, from practice, acquainted 

1663, with public bufinefs, they were better qualified to execute 
any trufi: committed to them. The king's revenues were 
far from being large, or even equal to his neceffary 
expences; and his mi£heffes, and the companions of his 
mirth and pleafures, gained by felicitation every requefi: 
from his eafy temper. The very poverty, to which the 
more zealous royalifts had reduced themfelves, by ren
dering them infigni:ficant, made them unfit to fupport the 
king's meafures, and caufed him to deem them a ufelefs 
incumbrance. And as many falfe and ridiculous claims 
of merit were offered, his natural indolence, averfe to a 
ftritl: difcuffion or enquiry, led him to treat them all with 
equal indifFerence. The parliament took fome notice of 
the poor cavaliers. Sixty thoufand pounds were at one 
time diftributed among them: Mrs. Lane alfo and the 
Penderells had handfome prefents and penfions from the 
king; But the greateft part of the royalifts ftill remained 
in poverty and difi:refs; aggravated by the cruel cl if
appointment in their fanguine hopes, and by feeing favour 
and preferment befi:owed upon their mofi: inveterate foes. 
With regard to the aB: of indemnity and oblivion, they 
univerfally faid, that it was an aB: of indemnity to the 
king's enemies, and of oblivion to his friends. 
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A new Jejjion-Rupture with l-lolla11d-A new 
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T HE next feffion of parliament difcovered a con- c H A p
6 

tinuance of the fame principles, which had pre- LXIV. 

vailed in all the foregoing. Monarchy and the church ~ 
were frill the objecrs of regard and affection. During no r6thMarch. 

period of the prefent reign, did this fpirit pafs more ~ffi~~ 
evidently the bounds of reafo1.1 and moderation. 

THE king in his fpeech to the parliament had ventured 

openly to demand a repeal of the triennial act ; and he 
even went fo far as to declare, that, notwithftanding the 
law, he never would allow any parliament to be affembled 
by the methods prefcribed in that ftatute. The parlia
ment, without taking offence at this declaration, repealed 
the law; and in lieu of all the fecurities, formerly pro
vided, fatisfied themfelves with a general claufe, " that 
" parliaments 1hould not be interrupted above · three 

'' years at the moft." As the Englilh parliament had 

pow raifeq itfelf tQ be a regular check and cont~oul upon 
royal 
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c H A P. royal power ; it is evident, that they ought ftill to have 
LXIV. r. · r h · 

\,.,...--..,r--..J preferved a regular tecunty tor t e1r meeting, and not 
166

-J.• have trufred entirely to the good-will of the king, who, 
if ambitious or cnterprifing, had fo little reafon to be 
p1eafed with thefe affemblies. Before the end of Charles's 

:reign, the nation had occafion to feel very fenfibly the 
effects of this repeal. 

R•1 ptu re 
w.d, Hol
la~d. 

BY the aB: of uniformity, every clergyman, who lhould 

officiate without being propcdy qualilicd, was punifhablc 
by fine and imprifonmcut: But this fccurity was not 
thought fufficient for the church. It was now enaCted, 
that, wherever five pcrfons above thofe of the 1amc houfe
hold, fhould afTcmble in a religious congregation, every 
one of them was liable, for the firfr offence, to be 
imprifoncd three months, or pay five pounds; for the 
fecond, to be imprifoncd fix months, or pay ten pounds; 
and for the third, to be tranfported fevcn years, or pay a 

hundred pounds. The parliament had only in their eye 
the malignity of the fectaries: They fhould have carried 
their attention farther, to the caufe of that malignity, 
the former refhaint under which they had laboured. 

THE commons likewife paffed a vote, that the wrongs, 
difhonours, and indignities, offered to the Englifh by the 
fubjccts of the United Provinces, were the greatefi: 

obfiruB:ions to all foreign trade : And they promifcd to 

a!lif1 the king with their lives and fortunes in afferting the 
r ights of his crown againfl: all oppofition whatfoever. 
T'his was the firfi: open frcp towards a Dutch war. We 
mufi explain the caufcs and motives of this meafure. 

THAT clofe ur:ion and confederacy, which, during a 
coude o" near feventy years, has fubfifi:ed, almofi with
out interruption or jealoufy, between England and IIol
la d, is not fo much founded on the natural unalterable 
interefts of thefc fratcs, as on their terror of the growing 

p(}wer of France, who, without their combination, it is 
apprc-
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;1pprehended, would foon extend her dominion over c H A t•. 

Europe. In the firfi years of Charles's reign, when the~~ 
ambitious. genius of the French monarch had not, as t664 

yet, difplayed itfelf; and when the great force of his 
people was, in fome meafure, unknown even to them-
felves, the rivaHhip of commerce, not checked by any 
other jcaloufy or apprchenfion, had naturally in England 
begot a violent enmity againfr the neighbouring republic. 

TRADE was beginning, among the Eng] ifh, to be a 
matter of general concern ; but notwithfranding all their 
efforts and advantages, their commerce feemed hitherto 
to ftand upon a footing, which was fomewhat precarious4 
The Dutch, who, by indufiry and frugality, were enabled 
to underfell them in every market, retained poffeffion of 
the mofr lucrative branches of commerce ; and the 
Engl ifh merchants had the mortification to find, that all 
attempts to extend their trade were frill turned, by the 
vigilance of their rivals, to their lofs and dilhonour. 
Their indignation encreafed, when they conficlered the fupe
rior naval power of England ; the bravery of her officers 
and feamen; her favourable fituation, which enabled her to 
intercept the whole Dutch commerce. By the profpcB: of 
thefe advantages, they were frrongly prompted, from 
motives lefs jufl: than political, to make war upon the 
States ; and at once to ravilh from them by force, what 
they could not obtain, or could obtain but flow1y, by 
fuperior ikill and indufiry. 

THE carelefs, unambitious temper of Charles rendered 
him little cap~ble of forming fo vafl: a projeCl: as that of 
engroffing the commerce and naval power of Europe; 
yet could he not remain altogether infenfible to fuch 
obvious and fuch tempting profpeB:s. His genius, hJ.p
pily turned towards mechanics, had inclined him to fiudy 
naval afFairs, which, of all branches of bufinefs, he both 
loved the mofi, and underftood the befi. Though the 

D utch, 
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c H A P. Dutch, during his exile, had expreffed towards him more 
~civility and friendlhip, than he had received from an}' 

1664. other foreign power; the Louvefrein or arill:ocratic fac-. 
tion, which, at this time, ruled the commonwealth, had 
fallen into clofe union with France; and could that party 
be fubdued, he might hope, that his nephew, the young 
prince of Orange, would be re-infrated in the authority, 
poffeffed by his ancefl:ors, a11d would bring the States to a 
dep~ndence under England. His narrow revenues made 
it frill requifite for hin. to fl:udy the humours of his people, 
which now ran violently towards war; and it has been 
fufpeC!ed, though the fufpicion was not jufrified by the 
event, that the hopes of diverting fome of the fupplies to 
his private ufe were not overlooked by this neceffitous 
monarch. 

The duke of York, more aB:ive and enterprizing1 

pufhed more eagerly the war with Holland. He defired 
an opportunity of difringuiihing himfelf: He loved to 
cultivate commerce : He was at the head of a new African 
company, vhoie trade was extremely checked by the fet
tlements of the Dutch: And perhaps, the religious 
prejudices, by which that prince was always fo much 
governed, began, even fo early1 to infril into him an 
antipathy againfi: a protefrant commonwealth, the bulwark 
of the reformation. C!arendon and Southampton, ob
fcrving that the nation was not fupported by any foreign 
alliance, were averfe to hofl:ilities ; but their credit was 
now on the decline. 

17th M~y. BY thefc concErring motives, the court and parliament 
were both of them inclined to a Dutch war. The par

l iament was prorogued without voting fupplies: But as 
t hey had been induced, without any open applic~tion from 
t c crown, to paf::> that vote above-mentioned againfl: the 
Dutc encroachments, it was reafonably confidered as 
faneti . n fufficient for the vigorous me;1fures, which were 
.refc v · on. DowN-
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DowNING, the Englifh minifrer at the Hague, a man C H A 1'. 

LXIV. 
of an infolent, impetuous temper, prefented a memorial \...--v-...1 

' to the States, containing a lift of thofe depredations, of 16.64. 

which the Englifu complained. It is remarkable, that 
all the pretended depredations preceded the year I 662, 
when a treaty of league and alliance had been renewed 
with the Dutch; and thefc complaints were then thought, 
either fo unjufr or fo frivolous, that they had not been 
mentioned in the treaty. 'I'wo lhips alone, the Bona ... 
venture and the Good-hope, had been claimed by the 
Engliih; and it was agreed, that this claim fhould be 
proiecuted by the ordinary courfe of jufrice. 1'he States 
had configned a fum of money, in cafe the caufe fhould 
be decided againft them ; but the matter was frill in 
dependance. Cary, who was entrufred by the proprietors 
with the management of the law-fuit for the Bonaventure, 
had refolved to accept of thirty thoufand pounds, which 
were offered him; but was hindered by Downing, who 
told him, that the claim v.ras a matter of frate between 
the two nations, not a concern of private perfons h. 

Thefe circumfranccs gi\'c us no favourable idea of the 
jufrice of the Englifh prctenfiot;s. 

CHARLES confined not himfelf to memorials and 
remonfrrances. Sir Robcrt Holmes was fccrctly difpatched 
with a fqu::1dron of twenty-two {hips to the coafi: of 
Africa. He not only expelled the Dutch from ~pe 

Corfe, to which the Engli!h had fomc prctenfions: He 
likewife feized the Dutch fettlements of cape Verde and , 
the ille of Goree, together with fev~ral fuips trading on 
that coaft. And having f.tilcd tp America, he poficf!cd . 
himfelf of Nova Belgia, fince called New York; a ter
ritory, which James had gi\'Cf!.. by patent to the earl of 
Sterling, but which had never been. planted but by the 
Holland ... rs. W?cn th State~ complained of thefe hofti~e 

k Tem;_Jle, vol. i". p • • f:,, 
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c H A P.' meafurcs, the king, unwilling to avow what he could not 
~~ well jufiify, pretended to be totally ignorant of Holmes's · 

166f• enterprize. He likewife confined that 'admiral to the 
Tower; but fome time after releafed him. 

THE Dutch, finding that their applications for redrefs 
were likely to be eluded, and that a ground of quarrel· 
was indufirioufly fought for by the Englifh, began to 
arm with diligence. They even exerted, with fome 
precipitation, an aB: of vigor, which hafiened on the 
rupture. Sir John Lawfon and de Ruyter had been fent 
with combined fquadrons into the Mediterranean, in 
order to chafiife the pyratical ilates on the coaft of 
Barbary ; and the time of their feparation and return was 
now approaching. The States fccretly difpatched orders 
to de Ruyter, that he fhouh.l take in provifions at Cadiz; 
and failing towards the coaft of Guinea, lhould retaliate 
on the Englifh, and put the Dutch in poffeffion of thofe 
fettlements whence Holmes had expelled them. De 
Ruyter, having a confiderable force on board, met with 
no oppofition in Guinea. All the new acq uifitions of the 
Engliili, except cape Corfe, were recovered from them. 
They were even difpoffeffed of fome old fettlements. 
Such of their fhips as fell into his hands were feized by 
de Ruyter. That admiral failed next to America. He 
~ttacked Barbadoes, but was repulied. He afterwards 
committed hofl:ilities on Long Hland. 

MEANWHILE, the Englifh preparations for war were 
advancing with vigor and indufiry. The king had 
received no fupplies from parliament; but by his own 
funds and credit he was enabled to equip a fleet: The 
city of London lent him Ioo,ooo pounds: The fpirit of 
the nation feconded his armaments : He himfelf went 
from port to port, infpeB:ing with great diligence, ar:d 
encouraging the· work : And in a little time the Englifh. 
11avy was put in a formidable condition. Eight hundred 

thoufam~ 
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thoufand pounds are faid to have been expended on this c H A P. 

armament. When Lawfon arrived, and communicated ~ 
his fufpicion of de Ruyter's enterprize, orders were iifued 1664. 

for feizing all Dutch 1hips; and I 35 fell into the hands 
. of the Engliih. Thefe were not declared prizes, till af

terwards, when war was proclaimed. 

THE parliament, when met, granted a fuppiy, the 14th Nov. 
1 n_ b r. h h cl b . k. E A new fc( .. ar.gen y .~art at a ever een gtven to a mg of ng- fion. 

land, but no more than fufficient for the prefent under-
taking. Near two miiiions and a half were voted, to be 
levied by'quarter1y payments in three years. The avidity 
of the merchants, together With the great profpeCl: of 
fuccefs, had animated the whole nation againfr the 
Dutch. 

A GREAT alteration. was made this feffion in the me
thod of taxing the clergy. In almofi: all the other mo .. 
narchies of Europe, the aifemblies, whofe confent was
formerly requifite to the enaeting of laws, were compofed 
of three efiates, the clergy, the nobility, and the com
monalty, which formed fo many members of the political 
body, of which the king was confidered as the head. In 
England too, the parliament was always reprefented as 
confifiing of three efl:ates; but their feparation was never 
fo diftin8: as in other kingdoms. A convocation, how
ever, had ufually fat the fame time with the parliament; 
though they poffeifed not a negative voice in the paffing 
of laws, and aifumed no other temporal power than 
that of impofing taxes on the clergy. By reafon of ec
clefiaftical preferments, which he could beftow, the 
king's inlluence over the church was more confidcrable 
than over the laity; fo that the fubfidies, granted by the 
convocation, were commonly greater than thofe which 
were voted by parliament. The church, therefore, was 
not difpleafed. to depart tacitly from the right of taxing 
herfelf, and allow the commons to lay impofitions on 

VoL. VII. D d ecdefiaft'ic;J 
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C H A P · ecclcfi.rf1:ical revenues, as on the refi of the kingdom. In 
, LX!'l. 

\---v---J rccompencc, two fubfidies, which the convocation had 

166.}. fon erly granteu, were remitted, and the parochial clergy 

were a1!owed to vote at elections. Thus the church of 

'Eng1and made a barter of power for profit. Their con

. vocations, having become unpwfi.table to the crown, have 

b~cn much difufed of 1 ~e years. 
THE Dutch faw, w.ith the utmoft regret, a war ap

proaching, whence they might dread the moft fatal 

confcqucnces, but which ~fforded no profpeet of ad.~an
tage. 'T'hey tried every art of negotiation, before they 

would s:ome to extremity. Their meafures were at that 

time dircet~d by John de Wit, a minifier equally emi~ 
nent for greatnefs of mind, for capacity, and for integrity. 

Though moderate in his private deportment, he knew 

how to. adopt in his public counfels that magnanimity, 

which fuits the minifier of a great ftate. It was ever his 
maxim, that no independent government fhould yield to 

, another any evident point of reafon or equity; and that 
all fuch conceffions, fo far from preventing war, ferved 

to no oth~r purpofe than to provoke frefu claims and in

folenc!es. By his management a fpirit of union was pre

ferved in all the provinces; great fums were levied; and 

a navy was equipped, compofed of larger fhips than the 

Dutch had ever built before, and able to cope with the 

fleet of England. 

1665. As foon as certain intelligence arrived of de Ruyte~s 
z:z.u Ft:b. enterprizes, Charles declared war againfl: the States. His 

fleet, confifring of I 14 fail, befides fire~fuips and ketches, 

was commanded by the duke of York, and under him by 

3'd June. , prince Rupert and the earl of Sandwich. It had about 
Vi~to1y ot b d Qbd l . th;; Englifh. 2{,0CO men on oar . am, w 10 was admtral of 

t~e Dutch navy, of nearly equal force, declined not ·the 

combat. In the heat of action) when enga~ed in clofe 
. tight 
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fight with the duke of York, 0 .dam's ihip blew up. C H A P. 

Thi~ accident much difcouraged the Dutch, who fled ~ 
towards their own coaft. Tromp alone, fon of the fa- J66s. 

mous admiral, killed during the former war, bravely 
fufi:ained with his fquadron the efforts of the Engliili, 
and protected the rear of his countrymen. The van-

. quiilied had nineteen ihips funk and taken. The victors 
lofi: only one. Sir John Lawfon died foon after of his 
wounds: 

IT is affirmed, and with an appearance of reafon, that 
this victory might have been rendered more complete, had 
not orders been iffued to flacken fail hy Brounker, one of 
the duke's bedchamber, who pretended authority from his 
tnafl:er. The duke difclaimed the orders; but Brounker 
never was fufficiently punilhed for his temerity i. It is 
allowed, however, that the duke behaved with great bra
very during the acrion. He was long in the thickeft of 
the fire. The earl of Falmouth, lord MufkerrJ., and 
Mr. Boyle, were killed by one Lhot at his fide, and co
vered him all over with their brains and gore. And it is 
not likely, that, in a purfuit, where even perfons of in
ferior ftation, and of the moft cowardly difpofition, ac
quire courage, a commander ihould feel his fpirits to flag, 

i King James in his Memoirs gives an account of this affair different from 
what we meet with in any hiftorian. He fays, that, while he was aOeep, ... 

Brounker brought vrders to Sir John Harman, captain of the fhip, .to Jlacken

fail. Sir John remonftrated, but obeyed. Aft et· fome time, finding that his 

falling back was likely to produce confufion in the fleet, he hoifted the fail 

as before~ So that the prince coming foon after on the quarter deck, and 

finding all things as he left them, knew nothing of what had patTed during 
his repofe, No body gave him the leall intimation of it. It was long after, 

that he heard of it, by a kind of accident; and he intended to have punifhed 

Brounker by maltial law; but jufl: about that time, the houfe of commons 
took up thf.! qudtion and impeached him, which made it impoffible for the 

duke to punilh him otherwi(e than by difmiffing him his fervice. Brounker .. 

before the boufe1 never pretended, that he had received any orders from the 
d1.1!cc, 

Ddz and 
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C Hx A P. and lhould turn frotrt the back of an enemy, whofe face 
L .... lV. 

\..--v--J he had not been afraid to encounter. 
1665• THIS difafler threw the Dutch into conflernation. ancf 

determined de Wit, who was the foul of their councils, 
to exert his military capacity, in order to fupport the 
declining courage of his countrymen. He went on board 
the fleet, which he to·ok under his command ; and he 

foon remedied all thofe diforders, which had been occa
fioned by the late misfortune. The genius of this man 
was of the mofl extenfive nature. He quickly became as 
much mafl:er of naval affairs, as if he had from his in

fancy been educated in them ; and he even made im

provements in fome parts of pilotage and failing, beyond 
what men expert in thofe arts had ever been able to 

attain. 
~uptnre THE misfortunes of the Dutch determined their allies 
withfrdnce. .n. c 1 · ffill. d fi Tl k. f to ~l:.L 1or t 101r a tnance an upport. 1e mg o 

France was engaged in a defenfive alliance with the 
States; but as his naval force was yet in its infancy, he 
was extremely averfe, at that time, from entering into a 

war with fo formidable a power as England. fie tried 

long to mediate a peace between the two parties, and for 
that purpofe fent an embaffy to London, which returned 
without effeCl:ing any thing. Lord Hollis, the Englifh 

ambaffador at Paris, endeavoured to draw over Lewis to 

the fide of England; and, in his mafrer's name, made 

him the m oft tempting offers. Charles was content to 
abandon all the Spaniih Low Countries to the French, 

without pretending to a foot of ground for himfelf; pro
\·ided Lewis would allow him to purfue his advantages 
againft the Dutch k. But the French monarch, though 
the conqudl of that valuable territory was the chief ob

jeCt of his ambition, rejeB:ed the offer as contrary to his 

t D' Eftra.des, 19th of Dc:cembei , 1664., 
ifltere!t ~ 
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intere11: He thought, that if the Engli{h had once efia- c r-t A P. 

blifhed an uncontroulablc dominion ever the fea and over ~~.J 
commerce, they would foon be able to r nder his acqui- Jb6s. 

fttions a very dear purchafe to him. 'Vhen de Lionne, 
the French fecretary, alfured Van Beuninghen, ambaHa-
dor of the States, that this offer had been prc!fcd on his 

mafier during fix months, " I can readily believe it," 
replied the Dutchman; " I am fenfible that it is the in-
" tere.ft of England 1." 

SucH were the eilablifhed maxims at that tin:e \Vith 
regard to the interefi:s of princes. It mufr however be 
allowed, that the politics of Charles, in making this of
fer, were not a little hazardous. The extreme weaknefs 
of Spain would have rendered the French conqucfts cafy 
and infallible; but the vigour of the Dutch, it might 
be forefeen, would make the fuccefs of the Englifh much 
more precariou:>. And even were the naval force of Hol ... 
land totally annihilated, the acquifition of the Dutch 
commerce to England could not be relied on as a certain 
confequence; nor is trade a confrant attendant of power, 
but depends on many other, and fome of them very deli
cate, circumfrances. 

Taouca the king of France was refolved to fupport 
the Hollanders in that unequal contefi, in which they 
were engaged; he yet protracted his declaration, and 
employed the time in naval preparations, both in the 
ocean and the Mediterraneau. The king of Denmark 
mean while was refolved not to remain an idle tpccbtor 
of the contefl: between the maritime powers. The part 
which he acred was the moft extraordinary: He made a 
f~'>cret agreement with Charles to feize all th~ Dutch fhip• 
in his harbours, and to lharc the fpoi1s with the Englifh, 
provided they would affift him in executing this meafure. 
In order to encreafe his prey, he perfidioufly invited the 

1 D'E!lrade~, 14th Augutl, J66)'· 
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C i!x~~.P. Dutch to take fhelter in his ports ; ~md accordingly the 

\.....-v---J Eafr India fleet, very richly laden, had put into Bergcn. 
1665· Sandwich, who now commanded the Eng1iili navy (the 

duke having gone afhorc) difpatched Sir Thomas Tid .. 

dim an with a fq uadron to :1ttack them ; but whether 

from the king of Denmark's delay in fending orders to the 

governor, or, what is more probable, from his avidity in 

en.deavouring to engrofs the whole booty, the Engli£h 

admiral, though he behaved with great bravery, failed 9f 
3J Auguft. h:s purpofc. The Danifh governor fired upon him; and 

the Dutch, having ha~ leifure to fortify th.emfclves, made. 

a gallant refifiance. 
THE king of Denmark, feemingly ailiamed of his con-

duB-, concluded with Sir Gilbert Talbot, the Eng1ifh 

envoy, aP offenfivc alliance againfr the States; and at the 

very fame time~ his rcfident at the Hague, by his or-ders, 

:Rupture concluded an off12nfivc alliance againfi England. To this 

r nmk. lafi alliance he ~d: er d, probably from jealoufy of the. -with Den-

encre:liing naval power of England ; and he. feized and 

confifcat~d ·all the Engli!h {hips in his harbours. This 

was a fenfi'•le check to the advantages, which Charles 

had obtained over the Dutch. Not only a great bfow 

¥'a;' ~i\icn to the En~::)i(h commerce; the king of Den

mark's naval force was alfo confiderable, and thrc<'.tcned 

every moment a conjunCtion with the Hollanders. That 

.flrincc fiipulated to atlift his allies with a fleet of thirty 

fail; and he . recoived in return a yearly fubfidy of 

I ,soo,oco · crO\vns, of which 3oo,ooo were paid by 

l.1'.fance. . 
THE king endeavoured to counterbalance thefe con-

federacies by acqui rin;:?; new friend~ and allies. He had 

difp:ltched Sir Rich rJ Fanfhaw into Spam, who met 

w·ith a very eo d iccc-1 tion. That monarchy was funk 

into a ftate of ~veaknefs, and v as men?.ced with an inva

fion from france; yet could not any mo~iv~ prevail with 
.I Philip 

..... 
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Philip to enter into cordial friendihip with En o-land. C rr A P. 

eh I ' }}' . hp ::> LXIV. 
ar es sa 1ance Wit ortugal, the detention of Jamaica~ 

and Tangiers, the fale of Dunkirk to the French; all 
166

S· 

t_hefe offences funk fo deep into the mind of the Spanifh , 
monarch, that no motive of interefr was fufficient to out

weigh them. 
THE biiliop of l\1t~nfl:er was the only ally th;1t Charles 

could acquire. That prelate, a man of rcfilefs entcrprize 

and ambition, had entertained a violent animofity ~gain.fl: 

the States; and he was eafily engaged, by the promifc 

of fubfidies from England, to make an incurfion on that 

republic. Vfith a tumultuary army of near 20,000 men 
he invaded -her territories, and met with weak rcti{bnce. 

The land forces of t.he States were as feeble and ill-o-o-
, 0 

verned, as their ~cets were gallant and formidable. But 

after his committing great ravages in feveral of the pro

vinces, a fiop wz.s put to the progrefs of this warli ke pre
late. He had not military ikill fufficient to improve the 

advantages which fortune had put into his' hands : The 

king of France fcnt a body of 6ooo men to oppof~ him : 

Sub!iclies ";Vere not regularly remitted him from England; 
and many of his troops deferted for want of pay: 'I'he 
cle8:or of Brandenburgh threatened him with an invaiion 

in his own fiate: And on the whole, he was glad to con

clude a peace under the mediation of France. On the 
firfr furmifc of his intentions, Sir William 'rcmplc V.'as 
fent from London with money to fix him in his former 

alliance; bu~ tound, that he arrived too late. 
THE Dutch, encouraged by all thefe favourable cir

cumfrances, c.ontinued ~efolute to exert th'emfelves to t.he 
utmofr in their own defence. De Ruytcr, their great 

admiral, was arrived from his expedition · to Guinea: 
Their Indian fleet wa~ c~~e home. in fafcty: Their har

bours were crowded w'ith merchai1t £hips: Fa8:ion at 

home was appeafed : 1""'hc young prince of Orange had 
,. D d + put 
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c H A P. put himfe]f under the tuition of the States of Holland, 
~~and of de Wit, their penfionary, who executed his truft 

166). with honour and fidelity: And the animofity, which the 
Hollanders entertained againfr the attack of the Englifh, 
fo unprovoked, as they thought it, made them thirfr for 
revenge, and hope for better fuccefs in their next enter
prize. Such vigour was exerted in the common caufe, 
that, in order the better to man the fleet, all merchant 
fhips were prohibited to fail, and even the fifheries wer~ 
fufpended m. 

THE Englilh likewife continued in the fame difpofi
tion, though another more grievous calamity had joined 
itfelf to that of war. The plague had broken out in 
London ; and that with fuch violence as to cut off, in a 

1oth OC\ob. year, near 90,000 inhabitants. The king was obliged 
to fummon the parliament at Oxford. 

New {dlion. A GOOD agreement fl:ill fubfifred between the king and 
parliament. They, on their part, unanimoufly voted 
him the £i1pply demanded, .twelve hundred and fifty thou
fand pounds, to be levied in two years by monthly affeff-

!'ive.mile- ments. And he, to gratify them, paffed the five-mile
all-, acr, which has given occafion to fuch grievous and fuch 

jufr complaints. 1~he church, under pretence of guard
ing monarchy againfr its inveterate enemies, perfevercd in 
the projeB: of wreaking her own enmity againfi the non
conformifrs. It was enacred, that no difienting teacher, 
who took not the non-refifiance oath above mentioned, 
lhould, except upon the road, come within five miles of 
any corporation, or of any place, where he had preached 
aftLr the aB: of oblivion. The penalty was a fine of fifry 
pounds, and fix months imprifonment. By ejecting the 
nonconformifr minifiers from their churches, and prohi
biting all feparate congregations, they had been rendered 
incapi!.ble of gaining any livelihood by their fpiritual pro-

an Tr6mp's life, D'Eftrades, 5th of Februa 166s. 

fcffion. 
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fcffion. And now, under colour of removing them from c H A P. 

1 h h 
. . fl . h b d LXIV. 

p aces, w ere t e1r m ucnce m1g t e angerous, an '--"'v---' 
expedient was fallen upon to deprive them of all means 1665. 

of fubfifrence. Had not the fpirit of the nation under-
gone a change, thefe violcnces we~e preludes to the moft 

furious perfecution. 
HowEVER prevalent the hierarchy, this law did not 

pafs without oppofition. Befides feveral peers, attached 
to the old parliamentary party, Southampton himfelf, 
though Clarendon's great friend, expreffed his difappro
bation of thefe meafures. But the church party, not dif
couraged with this oppofition, introduced into the houfe 
of commons a bill for impofing the o~th of nonrefifiance 
on the whole nation. It was rejetled only by three 
voices. The· parliament, after a fhort fe.ffion, was pro- 31

!1. OC\ob. 

rogued. 

AFTER France had declared war, England was evi- 1666. 

rlently overmatched in force. Yet fhe pofldfed th;s ad
vantage by her fituation, that fue lay between the fleets of 
her enemies, and might be able, QY fpeedy and well-con-

' certed operations, to prevent their junCtion. But fuch 
was the unhappy condutl of her commanders, or fuch 
the want of intelligence in her minifrers, that th:s cir
currtfiance turned rather to her prejudice. Lewis had 
given orders to the duke of Beaufort, his admiral, to fail 
from Toulon; and the French fquadron, under his corn-· 
mand, confifring of above forty fail n, was now commonly 
fuppofed to be entering the channel. The Dutch fleet, 
to the number of feventy-fix fail, was at fea, under the 
command of de Ruyter and Tromp, in order to join him. 
The duke of Albemarle t:nd prince Rupcrt commanded 
the ~nglifh Beet, wh1ch exceeded not feventy-four fail. 
Albemarle, who, from his fucceffes under the protetlor~ 

11 D'Eftraues, nft of May x5f6. 
had 
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c f! A P. had too much learned to defpife the enemy, propofcd to 
~.detach prince Rupert with twenty fhips, in 'order to op-

J666. pofe the duke of Beaufort. Sir George Ayfcue, well 
acquainted with the bravery and conduCl: of de Ruyter, 
protefted againft the temerity of thi~ refolution: But Al
bemarle's authority prevailed. The remainder of the 
E11glifh fct fail to give battle to the Dutch; who, feeing 
the enemy advance quickly upon them, cut their cables, 
~!ld prepared for the combat. The battle that enfued, is 
one of· the m oft memorable, that we read of in frory ; 

' -whether we confider its long duration, or the defperate 
~a figlJt of courage, with which it was fought. Albem.arle made 
tour da)s. here fome atonement by his valour for the rafhri~fs of the 

attempt. No youth, animated by glory and ambitious 
hopes, could exert himfelf more than did this man, who 
was now in the decline of life, and who had reached the 
fummit of ho11.ours. · We fhall not enter minutely into 
,particulars. It will be fufficient to mention the chief 
events of each day's engagement. 

Tll June,'' IN the firft day, Sir William Berkeley, vice-admiral, 
leading the van, fel1 into the thickeft of the enemy, was 

\ 

' over-powered, and his fhip taken. He himfelf was found 
dead in his cabb·n, all Co\:cred with blood. T'hc Englilh 
had the weather-gage of the enemy; but as the wind 
b.ew~fo high, that they could not ufe their lower tire, they 
d riv.ed but [mall advantage from this circumfra cc. The 

· Dutch !hot, however, fell chiefly on their fails and rig
ging; and few fhips were funk or much damaged. 
Chair1-lhot was at'that time a new i1wention; commonly 
attributed to de Wit. Sir John Harman exerted himfelf 
extremely 911 this day. The Dutch admiral, Evertz, 
was killed in engaging him. Darknefs parted the com
batants. 

!H~ fecond day, the wind was fom~what fallen, and 
tne combat became .more ftcddy ~d more terrible. The 

· , ' . · Engiifu 
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Englifh now foun~, t.hat ~he mofi heroic valour cannot 'c H A.P. 
' [: r h r. · · f b . 11. LX 1 V. 

compen ate 10r t e 1upenonty o num ers, agamu an \...-v--.f . 

enemy who is well condutled, and who is not defeB:ive 1666. 

in cour?g~ •. De Ruyter and Van Tromp, rivals in glory 

and enemies from fa8:ion, exerted themfelves in emulation 

of each other; and de Rur,ter had the advantage of difcn-

gaging ~nd faving his antagonifl:, who had been furround-

ed by t~e Englifh, and w~s .in the m~ft im~inent danger. 

Sixteep f~efh fuips joined the Dutch fleet during the ac-
. tion : And the Englifh were fo · £haltered,. that their· 

fighting £hips were -reduced to ' twenty.-eight, and they 
found themfelves obliged to rct:eat towards their own 

coafr. The Duch_ followed thqn, and- were on the point 

of renewing the combat; when a calm; which came a 

little before night, prevented the engagement. 
NEXT mor.qing, the Englifh were obliged to continue 

tlleir retreqt; and a proper difpofition w~s· made for that 

purpofe. The £battered fhips were ordered to firetch a

head; and fi~teen of the mofi entire followed them in 
good order, and kept the enemy in awe. Albemarle· 

himfelf clofed the rear, at~d pref~nte'd an undaunted coun- · 

tenance to his .viCtorious foes. The earl of Offory, fon 
of Ormond, a gallant youth, who fought honour and 

danger i; every aB:ion throughout Europe, was then on 

board the Admiral. Albemarle confeffcd to him his in

tention rather to blow up his £hip and perilh glorioufly, 
than yield to the enemy. Offory applauded this de~penite ~ · 
refolution. 

ABOUT two o'clock, the Dutch had come up with 

their enemy, and were ready to renew the fight; when a 
new fleet was dcfcried from the fouth, crowding all their 

fail to reach the fcene of aCtion. The DLltch flattered 
themfelves that Beaufort was arrived, to cut off the retreat 

of the vanquifhed: The Englifh hoped, that prince Ru

pert had come, to turn the fcale of aCtion. ·,Albcmarle, 
who 
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c H .'\ P. who had received intelligenc~ of the prince's. approach,. LXIV. 
'--v-...i bent his courfc towards him. Unhappily, Sir George 

J666. ~yfcue, in a fhip of a hundred guns, the largefi: in the 

fleet, fi:ruck on the Galloper fands, and could receive no 

affiftance from his friends, who were haftening to join 
the reinforcement. He could not even reap the confola
tion of perilhing with honour, and revenging his death 
on his enemies. They were preparing firefhips to attack 
him, and he was obliged to ftrike. The EngEfh fai1ors:l 
feeing the ncceffity, with the utmoft indignation furren ... 
dcred themfelves prifoners. 

ALBEMARLE and prince Rupert were now determined 
to f~cc the enemy ; and next morning, the battle began 
afrefh, with more equaliorce than ever, and with equal 
valour. After long cannonading, the .fleets came to a 

dofe combat; which was continued with great violence, 
till parted by a milt The Englith retired .firfi: into their 
harbours. 

THOUGH the Englifh, by their obfiinate courage~ 
reaped the chief honour in this engagement, it is fame
what uncertain, who obtained the victory. The Hol

landers took a few fuips; and having fome appearances of 
advantage, expreffed their fatisfaction by all the figns of 
triumph and rejoicing. But as the Englifh fleet was re
paired in a little time, and put to fea more formidable 
th~n ever, together with many of thofc fhips, which the 
Dutch had boafied to have burned or defiroyed ; all Eu
rope faw, that thofe two brave nations were engaged in 
a contefi, which was not likely, on either fide, to prove 
decifive. 

IT was the conjunCtion alone of the French, that could 
gi\'C a decifive fuperiority to the Dutch. In order to fa
cnitatc this conjunction, de Ruyter, having repaired his 
fleet, pofied himJClf at the mouth of the ·Thames. "The 
En£;1ifh, under prince Rupert and Albemarle, were not 

lon~ 
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long in coming to the attack. The numbers of each fleet C H A P. 

amounted to about eighty fail; and the valour and expe-~ 
pericnce of the commanders, as well as of the feamen, 1666. 

d h fi d bJl.· s· Th '-Sth July. rendere t e engagement erce an o 1nnatc. 1r o- v 1aoryof 

mas Alien, who commanded the white fquadron of the the En~lilh, 

Englifh, attacked the Dutch van, which he entirely 

routed ; and he killed the three admirals who commanded 

it. Van Tramp engaged Sir Jeremy Smith; and during 

the heat of aB:ion, he was feparated from de Ruyter and 

the main body, whether by accident or defign was never 

certainly known. De Ruyter, with conduct and valour:. 

maintained the combat againfi the main body of the Eng-

lifh; and though overpowered by numbers, kept his 
fiation, till night ended the engagement. Next day., 
finding the Dutch fleet fcattered and difcouraged, his 
high fpirit fubmitted to a retreat, which yet he conduCted 

with fuch fkill, as to render it equally honourable to him-

felf as the greatefi vitl:ory. Full of indignation however 
for yielding the fuperiority to the enemy, he frequently 

exclaimed, " My God ! what a wretch am I ? among fo 

" many thoufand bullets, is there not one to put an end 
" to my mifcrable life?" One de Wittc, his fan-in-
law, who fi:ood near, exhorted him, fince he fought 

death, to turn upon the Englifh, and render his life a 

dear purchafe to the victors. But de Ruyter efieemed it 

more worthy a brave man to perfevc;-re to the uttermoft, 

and, as long as poffible, to render fervice to his country. 

All that night and pext day, the Engli!h prefied upon the 

rear of the Dutch; and it was chiefly by the redoubled 

efforts of de Ruyter,_ that the latter favl:d themfeh es in 

their harbours. 

THE lofs, fufi:ained by the H0llanders in this action, 

was not very confiderable; but as violent animofities had 
broken out between the two admirals, who engaged all 

the officers on one fide Qr qtber, the cQnfrcrnatlOn, which 
ttqk 
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CHAP. took place, wzs great among the provinces. Tromp's 
commiffion was at lafl: taken from him ; but though feveral 
captains had mifbehaved, they were fo effeCl:ually pro-

LXIV. 
'--v--J 

1666. 

teCl:ed by their friends in the magifrracy of the towns, 
that mofr of them efcaped punifhment, many were frill 
continued in their commands. 

THE Engliih now rode incontcfrible mafrers of the fea, 
and infulted the Dutch in their harbours. A detachment 
under Holmes was fent into the road of Vlie, and burned 
a hundred and forty merchantmen, two men of war, toge
ther with Brandaris, a large and rich village on the coaft. 
'The Dutch merchants, who lofi: by this enterprize, unit~ 
ing themfel ves to the 0 rang~ faction, exclaimed· againft 
an adminlfrration, which, they pretended, had brought 
'fuch difgrace and ruin on their country. None but the 
firm and intrepid mi d of de Wit could have fupported 
itfelf under fuch a complication of calamities. 
TH~ king of France, apprehenfive that the Dutch 

would fink under their misfortunes ; at leafr, that de 
Wit, his friend, might be difpoffeffed of the adminifrra
tion, hafi:ened the advance of the duke of Beaufort. The 
Dutch fle~t likewife was again equipped·; and ~nder ~e 
command of cl~ Ruyter, cruifed near the frraits of Dover. 
Prince ~upert w:ith the Engl~ih navy, now fhonger than 
ever, came .full _ fail upon them. The Dutch admiral 
.thought proper· to decline tpe combat, and retired into 
St. John's road near Bulloigne. Here he fheltered him~ 
felf, both from the Englifh, and from a furious ftorm, 
which·arofe. Prince Rupert too was obliged to r~tire into 
St. Helens; where he frayed fome time, in or~er to· re-

, pair the damages, which he had fufrained. Mean while 
the · duke of Beaufort proceeded up th~ chann~I, and 
p~ffed the Englifh fleet unperceived; but he -~·jd not find 
the Du~ch, as he expected. De Ruyter _had been feized 
with a fever : l\7Iany of the chief offic~rs had fallen into 

ficknefs ~ 

' 
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ftcknefs: A contagious diHemper was fpread through the c r-J A P. 

fleet: And the States thought it necefE1ry to recall them ~~ 
intO their harbours, before the enemy fuould be refitted. 1666. 

The French king, anxious for his navy, which, with fo 

much care and induftry, he had lately. built, difpatched 

orders to Beaufort, to make the beft of his way to Brefr. 

That admiral had again the good fortune to pafs the, 
Engliili. One £hip a1one, the Ruby, fell into the h~mds 
of the enemy. 

WHILE the war continued without any decifive fuccefs 3d St"pt 
. h r. d 1 . h d . L d 1 . h Fire of on e1t ,er 11 e, a ea amtty appene m on on, w 11c Lond~u. 

threw the people into great confl:ernation. Fire, b .. e:lk-

ing out in a baker's houfe near the bridge, fpread itfelf 

on all fides with fuch rapidity, that no efforts could 

extinguilh it, till it laid in a!hes a confiderable part of 

the city. The inhaBitants, without being able to do any 

thing effeCtual for their relief, were reduced to be fpec-

tators of their own i·uin ; and were purfued from fireet 

to fireet by the flames, which unexpecredly gather~d 

round them. Three days and nights did the fire ad~ance; 
and it was only by the blowing up ~f houfes, that it w;s 
at lail: extingui1hed. The king and duke ~fed their 

utmofi endeavours to fiop ·the progrcfs of the flames; 

but all their indufrry was unfu~cefsful. About' four 

hundred fl:rects, and th_irteen thoufand houfes ~ere re• 
duced to allies. 

THE caufes of this calamity_ were evident. 'rhe 
narrow fircets of London, the houfes built intirely of 

wood, the dry feafon, and a violent eafi: wind whicb 

blew ; thefe were fo many concurring circumfiances3 

which rendered it eafy to affign the reafon of the deftruc-

6on that enfued. But the people were not fatisfied with 

this obviou; account: Prompted by blind rage, fome 

afcribcd the guilt to the republicans, others to the catho-

lics ;, . 
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c H A P. lies; though it is not eafy to conceive how the burning 
LXIV. 
~of London could ferve the purpofes of either party. As 

1666. the papifi:s were the chief objeCl:s of public detcfi:ation, 
the rumour, wh!ch threw the guilt on them, was more 
favourably received by the people. No proof however, 
or even prefumption, after the fi:riCl:efi: enquiry by a com
mittee of parliament, e-yer appeared to authorize fuch a 
calumny; yet in order to give countenance to the popular 
prejudice, the infcription, engraved by authority on the 
monument, afcribed this calamity to that hated feet. 
This claufe was crazed by order of king J ames, when he 
came to the throne; but after the revolution it was re
placed. So credulous, as well as obfi:inate, are the 
people, in believing every thing, which flatters their 
prevailing paffion! 

THE fire of London, though at that time a great 
calamity, has proved in the iffue beneficial both to the 
city and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in a very 
little time ; and care was taken to make the fi:reets wider 
and more regular than before. A · difcretionary power 
was affumed by the king to regulate the difi:ribution of 
the buildings, and to forbid the ufe of lath and timber, 
the materials, of which the houfes were formerly com
pofed. The neceffity was fo urgent, and the occafion fo 
extraordinary, that no exceptions were tak:en at an exercife 
()f authority, which otherwife might have been deemed 
illegal. Had the king been enabled to carry his power 
frill farther, and made the houfes be rebuilt with perfect 
regularity, and entirely upon one plan; he had much 
contributed to the convenience, as well as embellilhment 
of the city. Great advantages, however, have refulted 
from the alterations ; though not carried to the full 
length. London became much more healthy after the 
ire. The plague, whi'h ufed to break out with great 

J fury 
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fut·y twice or thr-ice every century~ and indeed was always C r T P. 
1 k. . [c h f h . h LXIV. ur mg m ome corner or ot er o t e ctty, as fcarcely ........_..._ 
ever appeared fince that calamity. 166 , 

THE parliament met foon after~ and gave the fanCT:ioh 
of law to thofe tegulations made by royal authority; as 
well as appointed commiffioners for deciding all fucli 
queftions of property~ as might arife from the fire, 
They likewife voted a fupply of r ,8oo,ooo pounds to be 
levied, partly by a poll-bill, partly y afieffments. 
Though their enquiry brough t out no proofs, which 
could fix on the papifts the burning cf London, th6 

general averfion againft that fetl: frill pre\·ailed ; and 
complaints were made, probably without much foun
dation, of its dangerous encreafe. Charles~ at the defire 
of the commons, iffued a proclamation for the bani!h
ment bf all prie!ts and jefuits; but the bad execution of 
this; as well as of former ecliC!s, deftroyed all confidence 

in his fincerity, whenever he pretehded an averfion 

toward~ the catholic religion. \Vhether fufpicions ot 
this nature had dimini!hed the king'; popularity, is un- · 
certain; but it appears, that the fupply was 'oted much 
later than Charles expected, or even thah the public 
neceffities feemed to require. 1"'he intrigues of the duke 

of Buckingham) a man who wanted only frcadinefs to 
tender him extremely dangero1,1s, had fome\vhat cmbat
raffed the meafures of the court: And this was the firft 
time that the king found any confiderable reafon to 
complain of a failure of confidence in this houfe of 
commons. The rifing fyrnptoms of ill humour tended. 
no doubt, to quicken the fteps, which were already 
making towards a peace with foreign enemies. 

CHARLES began to be fenfible, that all the ends, fot Advancea 

l · h h l'k 1 toward~ w llC t e war had been undertaken, were 1 ·c y to prove peace, 

entirely inefFeetuai. 'The Dutch, even when alone, had 
..-lefended themfelvc~ \Yith vigor, and W<ire every day 

Vot. VII. · ~ mprovi~~ 
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c H A P. improving in their military rt<:ill and preparations. Thougl\ 

~~ their trade had fuffered extremely, their extenfivc credit 
1 667• enabled them to levy great fums ; and while the feamea 

of England loudly complained for want of pay, the 

Dutch navy was regularly fupplied with money and every 

thing requifite for its fubfifi:cnce. As two powerful 

kings now fupported them, every place, from the extre

mity of Norway to the coafis of Bayonne, was become 

hofrilc to the Engli!h. And Charles, neither fond of 

aCtion, rwr :fi:imu1atcd by any violent ambition, carnefily 

fought for means of reftoring tranquillity to his people, 

difgufred with a war, which, being joined with the 

plague and fire, had proved fo fruitlefs and deftruclive. 

THE firfr advances towards an accommodation were 

made by Enghnd. When the king fent for the body of 

Sir \Nilliam Berkcley, he infinuated to the States his 

defire of peace on reafonable terms ; and their anf\ver 

correfponded in the fame amicable intentions. Charles, 

however, to maintain the appearance of fuperiority, frill 

infifred, that the States fhould treat at London; and 

they agreed to make him this compliment fo far as con

cerned thcmfelves : But being engaged in alliance with 

two crowned heads, they could not, they faid, prevail 

with thefe to depart in that refpeCl: from their dignity. 

On a fudden, the king went fo far on the other fide as to 

ofFer the fending of ambafiadors to the Hague; but this 

propofal, which fccmcd honottrable to the Dutch, was 

meant only to divide and difiraet them, by. affording the 

Englifh an opportunity to carry on cabals \Vith the dif .. 

affeCted party. The ofter was therefore rejected ; and 
conferences w·ere fecretly held in the queen-mother;s 

apartments at Paris, v~·:1ere the pretcnfions of both parties 

were difcuued. 'I'he Dutch made cquitab .. e propofals; 

either that all things fhould be reftorcd to the fame con

ditlOll in whic1l they flood befor~.: the w~:·; or that both 

p:.rt1~ 

.·· 
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paiti"'s lhould ontinue in poiTcffion of their prefcnt ac- c H A P. 

quifitions. Charles accepted the latter ptopofa]; and ~ 
almofc every-thing wa" adjuftcd, 'exc;;pt the difputes with 1667. 

regard to the iflc of Poleror.e. This ifland lies in thG 

Ea£1: Indies, and was formerly valuable for its produce of 
fpiccs. The Engliili had l:lcen mafiers of it; but were 
difpofiC.ffcd at the time when t!1c violcnces had been corn ... 

mitted againfl: them at Amboyna. Cromwel had fiipu-
latcd to have it reflorcd ; · and the Hollanders, having 

fir£1: entirely dcfiroyed all the fpice trees, maintained, 
that they had executed the treaty, but that the Englilh 

had been anew expelled during the courfe of the war. 
Charles renewed his prctcnfions to this illand ; and as the 

reafons on both fides began to multiply, and feemed to 
require a long difcuffion, it was agreed to transfer the 
treaty to fome other place; and Charles made choice of Bred a. 

LoRD HoLLIS and Henry Coventry were the Englifh 
ambaffadors. They immediately defircd, that a fufpenfion 
of arms ihouhl be agreed to, till the feveral claims could 
be adj u:f1::cd : But this propofal, fcemingly fo natural, 
was rejeB:ed by the credit of de Wit. That penetrating 
and aB:ive miniiler, thoroughly acquainted with the 
characters of princes and the fituation of afFairs, had 
difcovered an opportunity of firiking a blow, which 
might at once refi:ore to the Dutch the honour loft during 
the war, and fcverely revenge thofe injuries, \vhich he 
afcribed to the wanton ambition and injufiice of the 
Englilh. 

\VHATEVER projcB:s might have b~cn formed by 
Charles for fecreting the money granted him by p2rlia
mcnt, he had hitherto failed ia his intentio;1. The 
cxpenccs of fuch vaft armaments had e. haufi:ed all the 
fupplies o; and even a great debt v;as co~tractcd ~o the 

feamen. 

o Tl e Dutch had fpe .ton t •. £ \ · : n r 40 millions of r vrcs a year, above 
flt~ce miJJ;om Ue;,t ;ing: A much greater fum than had been grantf'd by r he 

E • z En_glifn 
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C HA P. (eamen.- The king therefore was refolved to fave, as far 
LXlV. 
~ as pofiible; the lai ft~pply df J,8oo,ooo pounds; and 

,ri67. to employ it for payment of his debts, as well tho(e 

which had been occafiotred by the war, as taofe which 

either nt€e.«ity,· or pleafu.re~ €>r generofity had formerly 
tngaged him to contraCt. He obferved, that the Dutch 
had been wiih great nductance forced into the war, and 
that the events of it were FlOt fuch as tQ infpire them 

with great defire of its continuan£e.. The French, he 
knew, had been engaged into h~ftilities by Eo otheJ.f 

motive than that of fupporting their allies; and were 

now mere defirous than ever of putting an end to the 
quarrel. The differences between the parties were fo 

inconfiderable, that the conclufion of peace appeared 
ii1fallible ; and nothing but forms; at ]eafi: fome vain. 
points of h-onour, feemed to remain for the ambafladors 

!it Br~da to difcufs. In this fituation, Charles1 allured 

oy the profpecr of gain, raihly remitted his preparations, 

and expofed England to one of the greatefr affronts,. 
which i .. has ever received. Two fmall fqu'adro.ns alone 

were equipped;. and during a war with fuch potent and 
martial enemies, every thing was left almofi: in the fame 

fituation as in times of the ruofi: profound tranguillity. 

DE WIT pr~racteJ the negotiations at Breda, and 

hafiened the naval preparations. 'fhe Dutch fleet ap
peared in the Thames under the command of de Ruyter,. 
and threw the Englilh into the utmofr confrernation. A 
chain had been qr:rwn acrofs the river lVledway; fome 
fortifications had been added to Sheernefs and U pnore 

cafrle: But all thcfe preparations were unequal to the 

prefent neccffity. Sheernefs was foon taken ; nor could 
it be favei by the valour of Sir Eclward Sprague, who-

Englilh parliament. D'Efirades, 1-4th of December, 1665; rfl of January, 

1666. Temple, vol. i. p. 7 x. It was probably the wan• of money which 

engaged the king to pay the feamcn with ticketi; a contrivance which 

pro;~:d fo much to their loJs •. 
tiefende~ 
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defended it. Having the advantage of a fpring tide, and C H A P. 

41.n eafl:erly wind!> the Dutch preffed on, and broke the ~ 
<:hain, though fortified by fome fuips, whid1 had been 1667. 

10th Jan~ 
there funk by order of the duke of Albemarle. They Difgrae a 

burned the three !hips~ which lay to guard the chain, Chath;un. 

the Matthias, the Unity, and the Charles the fifth. 
After damaging !everal vdfds., and poffeffing themfelves 
of the hull of the Royal Charles, which the Engliih had 
burned, they advanced with. fix men of war, and five fire-
1hips, as far as Upnore cafl:I~ where they burned the 
Royal Oak, the Loyal London, and the Great J ames, 
Captain Douglas, who commanded on board the Royal 
Oak, perifued in the Hames, though he had an eafy op· 
portunity of efcaping. "~Never was it known," he faid, 
" that a Douglas had left his poft without orders r." 
The Hollanders fell down the Medway without receiving 
any confiderable damage; and it was apprehended~ that 
they might next tide fail up the Thames, and extend 
their hofrilities even to the bridge of London. Nine fhips 
were funk at Woolwich, four at Blackwall : Platforms 
were ~aifed in many places, furnifhed with artillery: The 
train bands were called out ; and every place was in a 
violent agitation. The Dutch failed next to Portfmouth, 
where they made a fruitlefs attempt: They met with no 
better fu<::ce[s at Plymouth: 'T'hey infulted Harwich : 
They failed again up the Thames as far as Tilbury, 
where they were repulfe<i. The whole coaft was in 
alarm; and had the French thought proper at this time 
to join the Dutch fleet, and to invade England, conf~
quences the mo~ fatal might juftly have been apprehended. 
But Lewis had no intention to pulh the victory to fuch 
'extremities. His intereft required, that a balance fhould 
be kept between the two maritime powers ; not that an 
l,U).contro\lled fuperiority thould be given to either. 

J TcD;lple, vol. ii. p. 4r. 

Ee3 GREAT 
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CHAP. GREAT indignation prevailed amongfi the Engliih, to, 
fee an enemy, whom they regarded as 1nferior, whom 
they had expected totalJy to fubdue, and over whom they 
had gained many honourable advantages, now of a fud
den ride undifputcd mafiers of the ocean, burn their iliips 
in . tl;eir very harbours, fill every place with confufion:) 
and fhike a terror into tl~c c~pital itfelf. But though the. 
clUfe of all thefe difa:fl(crs could be afcribed neither to bad. 
fortune, ' to the mi(cOJ1d l!Cl: of admirals, nor to the miC
behaviour of feamen, but folely to the avarice, at .Jeafr to. 
the j~;~~vidcnce, of t?e government; no dangerou~ 
fy~I~ton,!s of difcontent appeared, and no attempt for an 
infurrcetiQn ·as made b any of thofe numerous feB::aries, 
who had been fo openly bran cd for their rebellious prin
ciples, and who upon 'that fuppofition had been treated 

LXIV. 
"-v--1 

J667· 

loth July. 
v.-ace of 
Bred a. 

with fuch feverity q. J. 

IN tb: prefent difrre(s, two expedients ~~re em braced : 
. Ap army <;>f 12,000 men was fuddenly lcv"ed; and the 

p:1rliament, though i_t lay under prorog.a_igp, was 'fum
moned .. to meet. T.~e1 hopfes were very thin.; and the 
ouly vo,te, which th_e_ col_!lmons paffed, , W'f§ an addrcfs 
for br~_aking the armJ;; which was complied with. This 
cxpr~!ftOn of jealoufx fhewed the court what· they might 
~xpect fr?m that affel!l.bly; and it was thought mofr pxu ... 
<;lent ~~ prorogue them tip next winter. 

BuT the fignjng of the' treat~ at BreCia extricated the 
~ing from. his ptefent difficulties. The·Englifh ambaffn ~ 
dors {eceived orders to recede from thofe demands, which, 
however frivolous in themfelves, could not now be relin..: 
quiihed,- . without acknowl dging a fuperiority in "tlie 
~nem:x. Polerone remained with the Dutch ; fati1lfaClion 

for 
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f& the ffiips, Bonaventure and Goodhope, the pretended C H A P. 

gt"Ounds of the qu:J.rrcl, was no longer infiil:ed on; Aca- ~:::.., • 
d·ie Was yielded to the French. The acquifition ofNew- 1667. 

York, a fettlcmcnt fo important by its fituation, was the 
cbicf advantage which the Englifh reaped from a war, in 

which the national charaCter of bravery had £hone out 

witli luilre, but where the mifconduB: of the government, . 

efpecially in the conclufion, had been no lefs apparent. 

To appeafc the people by fome facrifice feemcd requi- C'l:mndon• 

r. b 1 1 . f }' d h · d · fall. 11 e ewre t 1e meetmg o par 1ame11t; an t e preJU tees 
of the nation pointed out the vi&.im. The chancellor 
was at this time mur-h expofed to the hatred of the pub-
lic, and of every party, v,rhich d!vided the nation. All . 

the numerous feetaries regarded him as their determined 
enemy; and afcribed to his advice and influence, thofc 

pcrfecuting laws, to which they had lately been expofcd. 
The c2.tholics knew, that while he retained any authority~ 
all their credit with the king and the duke would be en
tirely ufelefs to them, nor muil they ever expect any 

favour or indulgence. Even the royalifts, difappointed 

in their fanguine hopes of preferment, threw a great load 

of envy on Clarendon, into whofe hands the kii1g fccmed 

at firft to have refigned the whole power of government. 
The fale of Dunkirk, the bad payment of the feamen, 
the difgrace at Chatham, the unfuccefsful conclufion of 
the war ; all thefe misfortunes were charged on the chan

cellor, who, thou~h he had ever oppofed the rupture 

w;th Holland, thought it ftill his duty to juftify \l\7hat he 

\:ould not prevent. A building, likewife, of more ex

pence and magnificence than his ilender fortune could 

affmd, being unwarily undertaken by him, much expofed 

him to pub ic r~proach, as if he had acquired great riches 

by corruption. The populace gave it commonly the ap· 

p latio, of Dunkirk Houfe. 

Ee4 THE 
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C H A P. THE king himfelf, who had always more revered than 
LXIV. . . 

"--'..--J loved the chancellor, was now totally efhanged from h1m. 
1667-. Amidfi: the difTolute manners of the court, tbat minifier 

fiill maintained an inflexible dignity, and would not fub
mit to any condefcen:fions, which he deemed unworthy of 
his age and character. Buckingham, a man of profligate 

morals, happy in his talent for ridicule, but expofed in 
his own conduct to all the ridicule, which he threw on , 
others, frill made him the objetl: of his raillery, and gra
dually ldfencd in the king that regard, which he bore to 
his minifi:cr. When any difficulties arofe, either for 
want of power or money, the blame was frill thrown on 
him, who, it was believed, had carefully at the refiora
tion checked all lavifh conceffions to the king. And 
what perhaps touched Charles more nearly, he found in 
Clarendon, it is faid, obfiaclcs to his pleafures as well as 
to his ambition. 

THE king, difgufl:ed with the homely perfon of his 
confort, and de:firous ef having children, had hearkened 
to propofals of obtaining a divorce, on pretence either of 
her being pre-engaged to another, or of having made a 
vow of chafiity before her marriage. He was farther fri
mulatcd by his paffion for Mrs. Stuart, daughter of a 
Scotch gentleman ; a lady of great beauty, and whofe 
virtue he had hitherto found impregnable: But Claren
don, apprehen:five of the confequences attending a dif
puted title, and perhaps anxious for the fucceffion of his 
grandchildren, engaged t!ie duke of Richmond to marry 

1\tirs. Stuart, and thereby put an end to the king's hopes. 
It is pretended, th<!t Charles never forgave this difap .... ' 
pai!1tmcnt. 

VVHEN politics, therefore, and i1,1clination both con
en red to make the king facrifice Clarendon to popular 
prejudices, the memory of his paft fervices was not able 

any 
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any longer to delay his fall . The great feal was taken C H A P• 

from him, and given to Sir Orlando Bridgeman, under ~~:::_, 
the title of Lord Keeper. Southampton the treafurer was 1667. ' 

now dead, who had perfevered to the utmofi: in his attach-
ments to the chancellor. T~e laft t ime he ~ppe.ared at 
the council table, he exerted his friendfhip with a vigour, 
which neither age nor infirmities could abate. " This 
" man," faid he, [peaking of L.larendon, " is a true 
" protefiant, and an honeft ~nglifhman ; and wh1le he 
" enjoys power, we are fecure of our laws, liberties, and 

.'' religion. I dread the CQnfequences of his removal." 
BuT the fall of the chancellor was not fufficient to 

gratify the malice of his enemies : His total ruin was re
folved on. The duke of York in vain exerted his interefi: 
in behalf of his father-in-law. Both prince and people 
united in promoting that violent meafure; and no means 
were thought fo proper for jngra~iating the court with a 
P.arliament, which had fo long been governed by that very 
minifier, who was now to be the vitl:im of their preju
dices. 

SoME popular atl:s paved the way for the feffion; and 
the parliament, in their firft addrefs, gave the king thanks 
for thefe inftances of his goodnefs, and among the reft, 
they took care to mention his difmiffion of Clarendon. 

The king, in reply, affured the houfes, that he would 
never again employ that nobleman in any public office 
whatfoever. Immediately, the charge againfi: him was 
opened in the houfe of commons by Mr. Seymour, after
wards Sir Edward, and confilled of feventeen articles. 
The houfe, without examining particulars, farther than 

hearing general affirmations, that all would be proved, 
lmmediately voted his impeachment. Many of the arti
cles r we know to be either falfe or frivolous ; and fuch of 
~hem, as we are lefs acquainted with, we may fairly pre ... 

r See note [~J at the end of the vol~tme. 
fum 
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C JJ A P. (ume to be no b~ttcr grouftdcd. His aJviflnp· t1~e fale of 
LXIV - ~ 

~ Dunkirk, feem the heavidt and trudt part of the charge; 
1~67, but a mifhke in 'judgment, allowing it to be fuch, wher~ 

there app-ars no fymptoms of corruption or bad in~en
tions, it w~mld be yery hard to impute as a crime to any 

mini.fl:er. The kiJ!g's · neceffitics, which occafioned that 

meafure, cannot with any appearance of reafon be charged 

on . larendon ; ana chiefly proceeded from the over-frugal 

maxims of the parliament itfclf~ i;ll not granting tLe ,pro-
per fu;Jplies to the crown. - . r : .... 

V/HEN the impeac1~cnt was carried up to the peers,' 

as it C0~1tained an~accufation of treafon in gehera}, with

out_ fpecifying any particul~rs, it feemed not a fuHicicnt 

grouno for committing Clarenclon to cuftody. 'fhe, pre
cedents of Strafl-ord and Laud were not, by reafon of the 

I 

vio1etlce of the times, deemed a proper authority; but as 
tlie commons frill infifi:cd upon~ ~is commitment, it was 

necdfary to appoin~ a. free conference bct· .. vccn the houfes. 

The lords pcrfevered in their refolution; and the com

mons vot~d this conduct to be an obfiruB:ion to public 

J u.fl:icc, an <:I a precedent of evil and dangerous confequence. 

1'hey alfo chofe a comr!,littee to draw up a vindication of 

thc..ir own proceedings. 
CLARENDON, fin'ding t11at the popular torrent, united 

to the violence of power, ran with impetuofity againfr 

him, and that a defence, offered to fuch prejudiced cars, 
would be entirely ineffetl:ual, thought proper to with

draw. At Calais, he wrote a paper addreffed to the houfe 
of lords. He there faid, that his fortune, which was but 
moderate, had been gained entirely by the lawful, avowed, 

profits of his office, and by the voluntary bounty of the 
kin .. g; that during the firfr years after the refi:oration he· 

had always concurred in opiniop. with the other councel
lors, men of fuch reputation that no one could entettain 

Sufpicions of their wifdom or integrity; th~t his credit 
foon 
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ibon declined, and h"owevcr he might difapprove of fome C H A P. 

r. • } r: d . . r 1 h h" LXIV. mcatures, 1e 10un 1t vam to oppo1c t 1em; t at IS re-~ 
pugnance to the Dutch \var, the fource of all the public 1667; 

grievances, was ahvays generally known, as well as nis 
difapprobation of many unhappy ftcps taken in conduCl:-

'ing it; and that whatever pretence might be made of 

publi~ offc.nces, his rea · crime, that which had exafpe-

ratcd his powerful enemies, :was his frequent oppofition to 
exorbitant grants, which the impo::tunity of fuitors had 

extorted from his majefty. 

1 H~ lord:> tranf~itted this paper to the commons under 
the appellation of a libel ; and by a vote of both houfes, 
it was condemned to be burned by the hands of the hang

mah. The parliament next proceeded to exert their legif-

lati\·e power againft Clarendon, and paffed a bill of ba · Clarendon•s 

nifhmcnt and incapacity, which received the royal affent. banilhment• 

Hr retired into France, where he lived in a private man-

ner. H furviv:ed his bani!hment fix years; and he em-

ployed his lcifurc chiefly in reducing into order the Hiflory 

of the Civil Wars, for which he had before collected ma-

terials. The perforJUancc does honour to his memory ; 
and, except vVhitlocke's Memorials, is the mofr candid 

' ouut of thofe times, compofed by any cotemporary 
author. • ~ 

CLAR·E ~. noN was always a friend to the liberty and 

conl1itution of his country. At the commencement of 
the civil. wars, he had entered into the late king's fervice, 

and was honou;ed with a great !hare in the efteem and 
fricnglhip of that monarch: He was purfued with unre
lenting animofity by the Long Parliament: He had ihared 

:lll the fortunes and direckd all the counfels of the pre
fent king during his exile: He had been advanced to the 

highcft trufr and offices after the refroration: Yet all thefe 
circumfiances, which might naturally operate with fuch 

force) either on refentmcnt, gratitude, or ambition, had 
na 
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C H A P. no inRuence on his uncorrupted mind. It is faid, that LXIV. 

. V'V"'-' when he fir:fl: engaged in the :fl:udy of the law, h1s father 
~667· exhorted him with great earneftnefs to lhun the practice 

too common in that profeffion, of :fl:raining every point in 
favour of prerogative, and perverting fo ufeful a fcience 
tp the opprcffion of liberty: And in the midil: of thefe 
rational and virtuous counfels, which he re-iterated, he 
was fuddenly feized with an apoplexy, and expired in his 
(on's prefence. This circumftance gave additional weight 
tQ the principles, which he inculcated. 

tate of 
ranee, 

THE combination of king and fubjeCl: to oppre{s fo 
good a minifier affords, to men of oppofite difpofitions, 
an equal occafion of inveighing againft the ingratitude of 
p.rinces, or ignorance of the people. Charles feems never 
to have mitigated his refentment again:fl: Clarendon; and 
the national prejudices purfued him to his retreat in 
France. A company of Englllh foldiers, being quarter
ed near him, affaulted his houfe, broke open the doors, 
gave him a dangerous wound on the head, and would 
have proceeded to the !aft extremity, had not their officers, 
hearing of the violence, happily interpofed. 

THE next expedient, which the king embraced, in 
order to acquire popularity, is more deferving of praife; 
and, had it been fteadily purfued, would probably have 
rendered his reign happy, certainly his memory refpeeted. 
It is the Triple Alliance of which I fpeak; a meafure, 
which gave entire fatisfaCl:ion to the public. 

THE g1ory of France, which had long been eclipfed, 
either by domefiic faCtions, or by the fuperior f~rce of 
the Spanifu monarchy, began now to break out with 
great luftre,. and to engage the attention of the neighbour
ing nations. The independent power and mutinous fpirit 
of the nobility were fubdued: The popular pretenfions of 
~he parliament reft.r~ined: T~1e Hugonot party reduced to 

fubjeCtion: 
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fubjeB:ion: That extenfive and fertile country, enjoying C H :A P. 

every advantage both of climate and fituation, was fully~ 
peopled with ingenious and induftrious inhabitants: And 1688. 

while the fpirit of the nation difcovered an the vigour 

and bravery req uifite for great enterprizes, it was tamed 

to an entire fubmiillon under the will of the fovereign. 

THE fovereign, who now filled the throne, was well Charaaerfll 

adapted, by his perfonal chara8er, both to increafe and Lew~XlV" 
to avail himfelf of thefe advantages. Lewis XIV .. en ... 

dowed with every quality, which could enchant the peo ... 

ple, poffefTed many which merit the approbation of the 
wife. The mafculine beauty of his perfon was embel-

liihed with a noble air : The dignity of his behaviour 

was tempered with affability and politenefs : Elegant 

without effeminacy, addiCl:ed to pleafure without negletl-

ing bufinefs, decent in his very vices,. and beloved in the 

midft of arbitrary power; he furpaffed all cotemporary 

monarchs, as in grandeur, fo likewife in fame and glory. 

His ambition, regulated by prudence, not by jufiice, 

had carefully provided every means of conqueft; and be

fore he put himfelf in motion, he feemed to have abfo

lutely enfure.d fuccefs. His finances were brought into 

order : A naval power created : His armies encreafed and 

difciplined : Magazines and military frores provided: 

And though the magnificence of his court was fupported 

beyond all former example, fo regular was the reconomy 

obferved, and fo willingly did the people, now enriched 

by arts and commerce, fubmit to multiplied taxes, that 

his military force much exceeded what in any preceding 

age had ever been employed by any European monarch. 

THE fudden decline and almofi: total fall of the Spanifh 

monarchy opened an inviting field to fo enterprifing a 
prince, and fcemed to promife him an eafy and univcrfal 

conqucft. The other nations of Europe, feeble or ill• 
governed, were aftonifued at the greatncfs of his rifing 

1 ernp1re i 
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c H A P. empire; and all of them cafr their eyes towards England; 
~.:_as the only power, which could favc them from that 

1668, fubjeB:ion, with which they fccmcd to be fo nearly threa
tened. 

THE animof!ty, which had anciently fubfifi:cd between 
the Engli!h and French nations, and which had been 
fufpended for above a century by the jealoufy of Spa
nifh greatnefs, began to revive and to exert itfelf. The 
glory of preferving the balance of Europe, a glory fo 
much founded on jufrice and humanity, flattered the am .. 
bition of England ; and the people were eager to provide 
for their own future fecurity, by oppofi.ng the progrefs of 
fo hated a rival. The profpect of embracing fuch mra
fures had contributPd, among other reafons, to render the 
peace of Breda fo univerfally acceptable to the nation. 
By the death of Philip IV. king of Spain,. an inviting 
opportunity, Clpd fome very flendcr pretences, had been 
afforded to call forth the ambition of Lewis. 

AT the treaty of the Pyrenee:-, when Lewis efpoufed 
the Spani!h princefs, he had renounced every title of fuc
ceffion to every part of the Spani{h monarchy; and this 
renunciation had been couched in the moH: accurate ;nd 
mofl: prccife terms, \Vhich language could ~fiord. But 
on the death of his father-in-law, he rctraCt:cd his· renUI -
ciation, and prcte 1d 'd, that l~tural rights, depending on 
blood and fucccilion, could not be an.nih 'latcd by any 
extorted deed or contratl:. Philip had left a fon, Charles 
ll. of Spain; but as the queen of France was of a for
mer marriage, :Lhe laiJ claim to a confi.dcrable province of 
the Spani!h mon~rchy, even to the exdufi.on of her bro
ther. By the cufroms of fomc parts of Br:1b~nt, a female 
of a firfr marriage was preferred to a male of a fecond, in 
the fucceffion to private inheritances; and Lcwis thence 
inferred, that his queen had acquired a right to the domi-

iOll of that important dutchy. 

A CLAIM 
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A CLAIM of this nature was more properly fupportcd c H A. P. 

b '1' t: h b d r . L . LX l V • y mt ttary 1orce t an y argument an reaLOnmg. ew1s ~ 
;~ppeared on the frontiers of the Tethcrlands with an ar- 16~.,. 

French w-
tny of 40,000 men, comm.:nded by the befr gencrz~b of vafion ofth~ 
' d ·d d · 1 h. rr r Low Cuua-tne age, an prov1 e Wlt 1 every t mg neccnary 10r ac- tries. 

tion. Th Spaniard(', though they might have forefeen 
this meafure, were totally unprepared. 'rhcir to ¥ns; 
without magazines, fortifications, or garrifons, fell into 

the hands of the French king, as foon as he prefcnted 

himfelfbefore them. Athc, Lifle, Tournay, Oudcnarde, 
Courtray' Charleroi, Bin he V rcre immediately ta ·en.: 
And it was vifiblc, th;J.t no force in the Low Countrie 
was able to i op or retard the progrefs of the French 

:arms. 

THIS meafure, executed with fuch celeri y and fuc..:. 
cefs, gave great alarm to almoft every court in Europe. 
It had been obferved with what dignity, or even h:mgh

tinefs, Lewis, from the time he began to govern, had 
ever fupported all his rights and pretenfions. D'E:flrades, 
the French ambaffador, and \Vattcville, the Spani!h, 

having quarrelled in London, on account of their claims 
for precedency, the French monarch was not fatisficd, 
till Spain fent to Paris a folemn embaKy, and promifed 
never more to revive fuch contefi:s. Crequi, his ambaf
fador at Rome, had met with an affront from the pope's 

guards : The pope, Alexander VII. had been confirained 
to break his guards, to fend his nephew to afk pardon, 
and to allow a pillar to be erected in Rome itfelf, as ~ 
monument of his own humiliation. The king of Eng
bnd too had experienced the high fpirit and unfubmitting 
temper of Lewis. A pretenfion to fuperiority in the Eng
}ilh flag having been advanced, the French monarch re
monfirated with fuch vigour, and prepared himfelf to 

~efifi: with fuch courage, that Charles found it mote pru
tient to de!ifr fJtom hi~ vai.Q and antiquated claims. The 

king 
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c H A P. kino- of England, fairl Lewis to his ambaffador D'Eftrades~ 
LXlV. o b h k h [c • f 

L-- ---.J may knm:.· my force~ ut e nows not t e enttments o 
1668

• my heart: Every thing apoears to me contemptible in 
comp2.rifon of glory s. Thefe meafures of conduct had 
given frrong indicatwns of his character: But the inva .. 
lion of Flanders difcovered an ambition, which, being 
fupported by fuch overgrown power, menaced the general 
liberties of Europe. 

Negotia. 
tions. 

As no frate lay nearer the danger, none was feized with 
more terror than the United Provinces. They were frill 
engaged, together with France, in a war againft Eng• 
land ; and Lewis had promifed them, that he would take 
no fiep againft Spain without previoufly informing them: 
But, contrary to this affurance, he kept a total filencef 
till on the very point of entering upon atl:io.rt. If the re• 
nunciation, made at the treaty of th!i! Pyrenees, was noC 
valid, it was forefeen, that, upon the death of the king 
of Spain, a fickly infant, the whole monarchy would be 
claimed by Lewis; after \\ ·1ich it would be vainly ex .. 
peCl:ed to fet bounds to h1s pretenfions. Charles, ac
quainted with thefe well-grounded apprehenfions of the 
Dutch, had been the more obfrinate in infifting on his 
own conditions at Breda; and by delaying to iign the 
treaty, had imprudently expofed 11:i11felf to the iignal dif
grace, which he received at Ch t.:ham. De Wit, fen
fible, that a few weeks delay wuuld be of no confequence 
in the Low Countries, took this opportunity of fhiking 
an important blow, and of fini.!hing the war with honour 
to himfclf and to his country. 

NEGOTIATIONS meanwhile commenced for the favin; 
of Flanders; but no refifi-ance was made to the French 
arms. The Spaniih minifters exclaimed every where 
againfi the flagrant injufl:ice of Lewis's pretcnfions, and 
reprefenteJ it to be the intercft of every power in Europe, 

a z 5th of ] anuary1 I 66:.-

even 
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tven more than of Spain itfclf, to prevent his conqueR of c H A P. 

h L C . Th d , LXIV. t c ow ountnes. c emperor an the German~ 
princes difcovered evident fymptoms of difcontent; but 166S. 

their motions were flow and backward. The States, tho, 
terrified at the profpc:Cl: of having their frontier expofcd to 
fo formidable a foe, faw nor fource, no mc:ms of iafety. 
England indeed feemcd difpofed to make oppofition to the 
French; but the variable and impolitic conduB: of Charles 
kept that republic from making him any open advances, 
by which fhe might lofc the friendihip of France, with-
out acquiring any new ally. And though Lewis, dread-
jng a combination of all Europe, had offered terms of 
accommodation, the Dutch apprehended, lefi: thcfe, ei-
ther from the obfrinacy of the Spaniards, or the ambition 
of the French, fhould never be carried into execution. 

CHARLES refolved with great prudence to take the firft 
ficp towards a confederacy. Sir William Temple, his 
refident at Bruffels, received orders to go fccretly to the 
Hague, and to concert with the States the means of fav
ing the Netherlands. This man, whom philofophy had 
taught to defpife the world, without rendering him unfit 
for it, was frank, open, fincere, fuperior to the little tricks 
of vulgar politicians : And meeting in de Wit with a man 
of the fame generous and enlarged fentiments, he imme
diately opened his mafter's intentions, and preHed a fpecdy 
conclufion. A treaty was from the firfi: negotiateJ be
tween thefc two Hatefmen with the fame cordial :ty, as if 
it were a private affair, tranfatl:ed between int!mate com
panions. Deeming the intcrcfl:s of their country the fame,. 
they gave full fcope to that fympathy of char:,tl:er, w:1ich 

clifpofecl them to ~m entire reliance on each other's pro ef
fions and engagemen ts. And though jcaloufy againfi: the 
houfe of Orange might infpire de "'\Vit with :m a\':::rfion to 
a frricl: union·wi h .=.: n)and, he generoufly refr):, d t 

fucrifice all private confiderations to tllP pu lie fer ·ice. 
VoL. VII. F f T :·.IrLE 
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CHAP. 
LXIV. 
~ 

1668. 

TEMPLE inii.:fi:ed on an offenfive league between Eng .. 

land and Holland, in order to oblige France to relinquifh 
all her conque:fi:s: But de Wit told him, that this mea

fure was too bold and precipitate to be agreed to by the 
States. He faid, that the French were the old anJ con· 
:fiant allies of the republic; and till matters came to ex
tremity, fhe never would deem it px:udent to abandon a· 

friendlhip fo weU e:fi:ablifhed, and rely entirely on a treaty 

with England, which had lately waged fo cruel a wa:t: 

againfr her : That ever fince the reign of Elizabeth, there 

had been fuch a fluCtuation iB the Englifh councils, that 

it was not poffible, for two years together,. to take any 

fure or certain meafurcs with that kingdom: That though 

the prefent mini:fhy, having entered into views fo con

formable to national intere:fl:, promifed greater firmnefs 
and conftancy, it might frill be unfafe, in a bufinefs of 

fuch confequence, to put enti.re confidence in them:. 

That the French monarch was yo~.mg, haughty, and 

powerful;- and if treated in fo imperious a manner, would 

expofc himfelf to the greatefr extremities rather than fub-
fllit: T'hat it was fufficient, if he could be confrrained te> 

adhere to the ofFers, which he himfelf had already made; 

and if the remaining provinces- of the I.ow Countries could 

be thereby faved from the danger, with which they were 

at prefent threatened : And that the other powers, in 
Germany and the north, whofe affifrance they might ex

peer, would be fatisfied with putting a frop to- the French 

conq uefi:s, without pretending to recover the places al

ready loft. 

THE Englifh minifl:er was content to accept of th~ 

terms, propofed by the penfionary. Lewis had offered 

to relinquifh all the queen's rights on (:ondition either of 

kccpin~ the conquefis, which he had made lafl: campaign,. 
or of receiving, in lieu of them, Franchecomte, toge-. 

ther with.Cambray, Airet ancl-St. Omers. De Wit and 
Temple-
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Temple founded their treaty upon this propofal. They C it A P. 

d rr h · d" · h d" LXlV. ~gree to orrer t e1r me 1at10n tot e conten mg powers~~ 
and oblige France to adhere to this alternative, and Spain 166l. 

to accept of it. If Spain refufed, they agreed, that 
France fhould not profecute her claim by arms, but leave 
it entirely to England and Holland to employ force for 
making the terms effectual. And the remainder of the 
Low Countries they thenceforth guaranteed to Spain. A 
defenfive alliance was likewife concluded between Hol-
land and England. 

THE articles of this confederacy were foon adjuJled bf 
fuch candid and able negotiators : But the greateft diffi
culty frill remained. By the confl:itution of the republic1 
all the towns in all the provinces mufl: give their confent 
to every treaty ; and befides that this formal~ty could not 
be difpatched in lefs than two months, it was j ufrly to be 
dreaded, that the in£ uence of F ranee would obfrrutl: th~ 
paffing of the treaty in fome of the fmaller cities. D'E .. 
frrades, the French ambaffador, a man of ability, hear
ing of the league, which was on the carpet, treated it 
lightly; " Six weeks hence," faid he, " we fhall fpeak 
" to it." To obviate this difficulty, de Wit had the 
courage, for the public good, to break through the laws 
in fo fundamental an article; and by his authority, he 
prevailed with the States General at once to fign and ra-
tify the league: Though they acknovdedged, that, if I 3th I 
that meafure fhould difpleafe their confiituents, they 
rifqued their heads by this irregularity. After fcaling, 
all parties embraced with great cordiality. Temple cried 
out, At Breda, as friends: Here, as brothers. And de 
Wit added, that now the matter was .finifhed, it looked 
like a miracle. 

RooM had been left in the treaty for the acceffion ofl T ri :-- te 
eat11tr4 

Sweden, which was foon after obtained ; and thus was 
Qnchtded in five day~ the triple league; an event received 

F f ~ wiili 
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C H A P. with equal furprife and approbation by the world. N of;.; 
LXIV. . . c 1 r. · f h 1 n_· 

"--"v---1 w1thfrandmg the un~ortunate conCi\.lli'On o t c an war; 

1668. England now appeared in her proper fi:ation, and, bf 

this wife conduCt, had recovered all her influence and 
credit in Europe. Temple likewife received great ap
plaufe; but to all the compliments made him on that 

occafion, he modefily replied, that to remove things from 
their c2nter, or proper element, required force and labour; 
but that of themfelvcs they eafily returned to it. 

THE French monarch was extremely difpleafed witli 

this meafurc. Not only bounds were at prefcnt fet to his 

ambition : Such a barrier was alfo raifed as feemed for 
ever impregnable. And though his own ofler was made 

the foundation of the treaty, he had prefcribcd fo !hort 
a time for the acceptance of it, that he frill expetled, 

from the delays and reluCtance of Spain, to find fome 
opportunity of eluding it. The court of Madrid ihowed 
equal difpleafure. To relinquifh any part of the Spaniih 
provinces, in lieu of claims, fo apparently unjufi, and 
thefe urged with fuch violence and haughtinefs, infpired 
the higheft difguft. Often did the Spaniards threaten to 

abandon entirely the Low Countries rather than fubmit 
to fo cruel a mortification; and t.h~y endeavoured, by this 
menace, to terrify the mcJiating powers into more vigor
ous meafures for their fupport. But Temple and de Wit 
were better acquainted with the· views and interefts of 
Spain. Thpy knew, that {he mufr Hill retain the Lmv 
Countries, as a bond of connexion \Vith the other Eu
ropean povvcrs, who alone, if her young monarch fhould 
happen to die without iifue, could cnfurc her indepen
clency againfl: the preteniions of France. They .frill 
urged, therefore, the terms of the triple league, and 
threatned Spairi v~ith war in cafe of r fufal. The pleni-. 
potent1aries of all the powers met at Aix-la-Chapclle. 
Temple was minifier for England; Van Beuninghen far 
Holl.u1d i D'Ohna, fQI Swed~no 
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SPAIN at lafr, preffed on all hands, accepted of the c H A P. 

] · rr d b · h 1. LXIV. ?1 ternattve onere ; ut 1n, er very comp 1ance, lhe gave '--v---J 

ftrong fymptoms of ill-humour and difcontent. It had ~668. 

been apparent, that the Hollanders, entirely negleCting 
the honour of the Spaniih monarchy, had been anxious 

only for their own fecurity; and, provided they could 
remove Lewis to a diflance fro.qt their frontier, were 

!110re inclifterent what progrefs he made in other pbces .. 
Seniible of thefe views, the quee11:-regent of Spain refolved 
frill to keep them in an anxiety, which might for the future 

be the foundation of an union more intilllate than they 
were willing at prefent to enter into. Franchecomte, Treaty of 

b · d 11 d 1 f h F h Aix la-Cha .. y a vtgorm-ls ;tn we concerte p an o t e renc peile. 

king, had been conquered, in fifteen days, during a rigor-
ous feafon, and in the midft of winter. She chofe there-

fore to recover this province, and to abandon all the 

towns conquered in Flanders during the lafr campaign. 

By this means, Lewis extended his garrifons into the 

heart of the Low Countries ; and a very feeble barrier 

remained to the Spanifh provinces, 

BuT notwithflanding the advantages of his fituation, 

the Fre11:ch monarch could entertain fmall hopes of c\·er 

extending his conquefrs on that quarter, which lay the 

mofl: expofed to his ambition, and where his acquifitions 

were of mofr importance. The triple league guaranteed 
the remaining provinces to Spain; and the emperor and 
other powers of Germany, whofe interefrs feemed to be 

intimately concerned, were invited to enter into the fame 

confederacy. Spain herfelf, having, about this time, 

under the mediation of Charles, made peace on equal 

terms with Portugal, might be expected to exert more; 

vigour in oppofi.tion to her haughty and triumphant rival. 
The great fatisfacrion, expreffed jn England, on a,ccot,Int 
?f the ~ot.Jnfels now embraced by the court, promifed the 

~earty concurrence 0f parl iameqt in every rneafure, which 
f 3 oould 
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C H A P. could be propofed for oppofition to the grandeur of France. 
LXIV, . 
~And thus all Europe feemed to repofe herfelf With fecu-

J668, rity under the wings of that powerful confederacy, which 
had been fo happily formed for her protection. It is now 
time to give fome account of the ftate of affairs in Scot .. 

.AWairs of 
j@otlffnd, 

land and in Ireland • 

THE Scottilh nation, though they had never been fub-
ject to the arbitrary power of their prince, had but very 
imperfect notions of law and liberty ; and fcarcely in 
any age had they ever enjoyed an adminiftration, which 
had confined itfelf within the proper boundaries. By 
their fi11al union alone with England, their once hated 
antagonift, they have happily attained the experience 
of a government perfectly regular, and exempt from all 
violence and injuftice. Charles, from his averfion to 
bufinefs, had entrufted the affairs of that country to 
his miniftcrs, particularly Middleton; and thefe could 
not forbe~r making very extraordinary ftretches of au ... 
thority. 

THERE had been intercepted a letter, writ by lord 
Lorne to lord Duffus, in which, a little too plainly, but 
very truly, he complained, that his enemies. had endea
voured by fallhood to prepoffefs the king againft him. 
But he faid, that he had now difcovered them, had de
feated them, and had gained the perfon, meaning the earl 
of Clarcndon, upon whom the chief of them depended, 
This letter was produced before the parliament; and 
Lorne was tried upon an old, tyrannical, J.bfurd law 
againH Leafing-making; by which it was rendered crimi
:pal to belie thf fubjects to the king, or create in him an 
ill opinion of them. He was condemned to Jie: But 
Charles was much difpleafed with the fentence, anq 

ranteg him a pardon s. 
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IT was carried in parliament, that twelve perfons, C H A P • 
. h . . r. . 1 r. IL Id d LXIV. 

·w1t out cnme, W1tne1s, tna , or accu1er, wou be e-~ 

.clared incapable of all truft or office ; and to render this 1.668. 

injuftice more egregious_, it was agreed, that thefe per-
fans lhould be named by ballot: A method of votin~ 

which feveral republics .had adopted at elections, in order 

to prevent faction and intrigue; but which could fervc 
only as a cover to malice and iniquity., in the infliB:ing 

of puni!hments. Lauderdale., Crawford, and fir Robert · 

Murray, among others, were incapacitated: But the 
,king, who difapproved of this i~j uftice refufed his 

.aflcnt t. 

An act was paffed againft all perfons., who lhould move 
;the king for reftoring the children of thofe who were at

tainted by parliament; an unheard-of reftraint on appli

cations for grace and mercy. No penalty was affixed.; 
.but the aB: was but the more violent and tyrannical on 
that account. The court-lawyers had eftabli!hed it as a 

maxim, that the affigning of a puni!hment was a limita
tion of the crown: Whereas a law, forbidding any thing, 
though without a penalty, made the offenders criminal. 

And in that cafe, they determined, that the puniiliment 

was arbitrary; only that it could not extend to life. 
Middleton as commiffioner paffed this aB: ; though he 

had no inftruB:ions for that purpofc. 
AN aB: of indemnity paffed ; but at the fame time it 

was voted, that all thofe who had offended during the 
.late diforders, fbould be fubjeB:ed to fines; and a com
mittee of parliament was appointed for impofing them. 
Thefe proceeded without any regard to fame equitable 

rules, which the king had prefcribed to them u. The moft 
obnoxious compounded fecretly. No confideration was 
had, either of men's riches, or of the degrees of their 

~uilt: No proofs were produced: Enquiries were not f~ 

t ,2umet, P• JSZ1 u Id, p. 147• 

F f 4 .Jnlt.£ 
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c H A P. much as made: But as fail: as information was given 
LXIV. . 
~ in againfr any man, he was marked down for a part1cular 

•668. fine : And all was tranfatl:ed in a fecret commit,tee. 
When the lift was read in parliament, exceptions were 
made to feveral: Some had been under age during the 
civil wars ; fome had been abroad. But it was frill re
plied, that a proper time would come, when every man 
fuould be heard in his own defence. The only intention, 
it was fa.id, of fetting the fi.:1e was, that fuch perfon? 
fhould have no benefit by the aCt: o£ indemnity, unlefs 
they paid the fum deman.decl: Every one that chofe to 
Hand upon his innocence, and renounce the benefit of 
the indemnity, m,ight do it at his peril. It was well 
.known, that no one would dare fo f~r to fet at defiance 
fo arbitrary an adminifrration. The king wrote to the 
council, ordering them to fuperfede the levying of thofe 
fines: But Middleton found means, during fome time, 
to elude thefe orders ". And at lafr, the king obliged his 
minifl:ers to compound for half the fu£1!s, which had 
been impofed: In all thefe tranfatl:ions, and in mofr 
others, which paired during the prefent reign, we frill 
find the moderating hand of the king, interpofed to pro
tetl: the Scots from the oppreffions, which their own 
<;ountrymen, employed in the miniftry, were defirous of 
exercifing over them. 

~UT the chief circumfiance, whence were derived 
all the fubfequcnt tyranny and difordcrs in Scotland_, 
was the ex;ecution of the laws for the cftablifhment of 
epifcopacy ; a mode of governmen , to which a great part 
of the nation had entertained an unfurmountab!e averfion. 
The rights of patrons had for fome years been aboliihed; 
~nd the power of cleB:ing miniilers had been vcfted in 
the kirk-feffion, and lay-elders. It was now enatl:ed, 
that all incumbents, who had been admitted upon this 

x Burnet~ • , :z.or, 

title, 
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title, {hou1d receive a prefentation from the patron, and C H A P. 

fuould be in!litutcd anew by the biihop, under the penalty ; :.:~...:..., 
of deprivation. The more rigid preibyterians concerted t66S. 

meafures among themfelves, and r~ufed obedience: They 

imagined, that their number would proteCl: them. Three 

hundrc.d , nd fifty parifhes, abQve a third of th.e kingdom, 

were at once declared vacant. The wefie~n co.untie~ chiefl¥ 

were obfl:inate in this particular. New minifiers wci'e 

fought for all over the kingdom; and no one was fo ig-
norant or vicious as to be rejecred. 'l'he people, who 

loved extremely and ~efpetl:ed their former teachers; men 

rcmarkab1.c for the feycrity of their manners, and th.eir 

~crvyr in preaching; were inflamed againfi thefe intruders,. 

who had obtained their livings under fuch invidious cir-: 

cumfl::ances, and who took no care, by the regularity of 

th~.-ir manners, to [often the prejudices entertained againft: 

them. Even mofl: of thofe, who retained their livings 

~y compliance, fell under th.e imputation of hypocrify, 

~ither by their fhcwi ~g a difgufi to the new model of 

ccclcfi..tftical government, which they had acknowledged; 
or on the other hand, by declaring, that their forme~ 
adher nee to prcibytery and the covenant had been the 

refu.t of violence and neccffity. And as Middleto_n and 

the new minifiry indulged thcmfelves in great riot and 

~iforder, to which the nation had been little accufiomed, 

an opinion univerfall_y prevailed, that any form of reli-

gion, offered by fuch hands, mufr be profane and im-

pious. 

THE people,_ notwithfianding their difcontcnts, were 

refo1vcd to give no handle againfr them, by th~ lea{t,

(ymptom of mutiny or fc ition: But this fubmiffive dif

pofition, i .. ftcc..d of procuring a mi~igation of the rigours, 

was ma e ufe of as an argument for continuing the fame 

m~a fur ~' which by their vigour, it was pretended, had 

enforced ro prompt an obedience, The king, however, 
was 
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c H A P. was difgu!l:ed with the violence of Middleton Y; and he 
~ made Rothes commiffioner in his place.. This nobleman 

Jc6i, was already pre:fident of the council ; and foon after was 
made lord keeper and treafurer. Lauderd.ale frill conti
nued fecretary of fl:ate, and common I y refided at London. 

AFFAIRS remained in a peaceable .fituation, till the 
feverc law was made in England ag::.1infl: conventicles z. 

The Scotch parliament imitated that violence, by paffing 
a like aCt. A kind of high commiffion court was appoint
ed by the privy-council, for executing this rigorous law, 
and for the direCtion of eccle:fiafrical affairs. But even 
(his court, illegal as it might be -deemed, was much 
preferable to the method next adopted. Military force 
was let loofe by the council. Wherever the people had ge
nerally forfaken their churches, the guards were quartered 
throughout the country. Sir J ames Turner commanded 
them, a man whofe natural ferocity of temper was often 
inflamed by the ufe of fhong liquors. He went about, 
aoo received from the clergy li!l:s of thofe who abfented 
themfelves from church, or were fuppofed to frequent 
conventicles. Without any proof or legal conviction, he 
demanded a fine from them, and quartered foldiers on the 
fuppofed delinquents, till he received payment. As an in
furrection was dreaded during the Dutch war, new forces 
were levied, and intru:!l:ed to the command of Dalziel and 
Drummond; two officers, who had ferved the king during 
the civil wars, and had afterwards engaged in the fcrvice 
of Ruffia, where they had encrcafed the native cruelty of 
their difpo:fition. A full career was given to their tyranny 
by the Scotch mini:!l:ry. Reprefentations were made to 
the king again:fl: thefe enormities. He f~emed touched 
with the fiate of the country; and be:fides giving orders, 
that .the ecclefiafi:ical commiffion fuould be difcontinued, 

Y Burnet, p. aoz, 



he !ignified his opinion, that another way of proceeding c H A P. 

ffi r h" r. • LXIV. was nece ary 10r ts Jervtce a. ~ 

Tins lenity of the king's came too late to remedy the 1 668• 

diforders. The people, inflamed with bigotry, and irri-
tated by ill ufage, rofe in arms. They were inftigated 

by Guthry, Semple, and other preachers. They fur-
priCed Turner in Dumfries, and refolved to have put him 

to death ; but finding, that his orders, which fell into 

their hands, were more violent than his execution of 
them, they fpared his life. At Laneric, after many 
prayers, they renewed the covenant, and publifhed their 
manifefto; in which they profeffed all fubmifiion to the 
king: They defired only the re-eftablifhment of preiliy-
tery and of their former minifters. As many gentlemen 
of their party had been confined on fufpicion; Wallace 
and Learmont, two officers, who had ferved, but in no 
high rank, were entrufted by the populace with the com-
mand. Their force never exceeded two thoufand men; 

and though the country in general bore them great favour, 
men's fpirits were fo fubdued, that th.e rebels could ex-
peel: no father acceffion of numbers. Da)ziel took the 
field to oppofe their progrefs. Their number was now 
diminiihed to 8oo ; and thefe, having advanced near 
Edinburgh, attempted to find their way back into the 
weft by Pentland Hills. They were attacked by the 
king's forces b. Finding that they could not efcape, they 
ftopped their march. Their clergy endeavoured to infufe 

eourage into them. After finging fome pfalms, the rebels 
turned on the enemy; and being affifted by the advantage 
of the ground, they received the firfr charge very refo-
lutely. But that was all the action: Immediately, they 
fell into diforder, and Red for their lives. About forty 
we!e killed on the fpot, and a hundred and thirty taken 

" ~8-th November, 1666. 

prifoners, 
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P,rifoners. The re{t, fayourcd by the night, at d by th,~ 

wearinefs, and even by the pity of the ki.rtg's troops~ 1~ade 
their efcape. 

THE opprcmons ·which thcfe people had fufFcrcd, t~e 

dclufions under which they laboured, and their inoffenfive 

behaviour during t.1e infurrcCl:ion, made them the objcB:s 
of compaffion : Yet were the king's minifrers, p:1rticu-

1ar1y Sharpe, refolved to take fevere v'engeance. Ten 
were hanged on one gibbet at Edinburgh :- 1:'hirty-five 

before their ov;n do~rs in different places. Thcfe crimi

nals might all have faved their lives, if they would have 
renounced the covenant. The executions were going on, 

when the king put a :flop to them. He faid, that blood 

enough had already been fhed ; and he wrote a letter to 
the privy-council, in which he ordered, that fuch of the 

prifoners as fhould fimply promife to obey th,e laws for the 
future, fhould be fet at liberty, and that the incorrigible 
:lhould be fcnt to the plantations'-. This letter was brought 

by Burnet, archbi!hop of Glafgow; but not being im

mediately delivered to the council by Sharpe, the prefi

clent d' one Maccail had in the. interval been put to the 

torture, under which he expired. He feemed to die in 

an exftacy of joy. " Farewel fun, moon, and frars; 

" farewcl world and time ; farewel weak and frail body : 

" W clcome eternity, welcome angels and faints, wel
" come Saviour of the world, and welcome God, the 
" judge of all!(' Such wc.re his lafr words: And thefe 

animated fpeeches he uttered with an accent and manner, 

which firuck all the byfranders with afroniihment. 

THE fettlement of Ireland after the rcftoration was a 

work of greater difficulty than that of Engbnd, or even 
of Scotland. Not only the power, during the former 

uf:upations, had there been vefred in the king's enemies : 

1'ne whole property, in a manner, of the kingdom had 

e Durnet, p z 37. cl Wodrow's Hifrory, vol, i, p. 2.55· 

al,f~ 
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niro been changed; and it became necciTary to redref3, c H A P. 
t.: • h 1' 1 . l ffibl . LXIV. uut WJL as 1tt e vw ence as po 1 e, many gnevous ~ 

hardfhips and iniquities, which were there comphined · 166i. 

of. 

THE Iriih catholics had in I 648 con cl udcd a treaty 

with Ormond .. the king's lieutenant; in which they had 

fiipulated pardon for their paft rebd ion, and had eng::~gccl 

under certain conditions to affiii: the ro.:al caufe : .c ... nd 

though ti1e violence of t~ c prid!:s and t le bigotry of the 

people had prevnnted, in a great mcafure, the execution 

of this treaty ; yet W re there mar:y, vv-ho having ftrictlf, 

at the hazard of dieir lives, adhered to it, fcemed on that 

ac'count well entitled to reap the fruits of their loyalty. 

Cromwcl, having without difi:inB:ion expelled all the na• 

tive Iri{h from the three provinces of Mun:fler, Leinfier, 

and UHbr, had confined them to Connaught and the 

county of Clare; and among thofe who had thus been 

forfeited, were tnany whofe innocence \vas altogether un

quefiionable. Several protdbnts likev/fc~ and Ormond 

among the refr, had all along oppofcd the Iri!h rebellion; 

yet having afterwards embraced the l..i •• g's caufc agair;.fr 

the parliament, they were all of them attainted by Crom

wel. And thete were many officers, who haJ, from the 

{:Ornmencement of the infurreCl:ion, ferved in Ireland, 

and who, becaufe they would not defert the king, had 

been refufed all their arrears by: the Engliili Common

we<!lth. 

To all thcfe unhappy fufferers fome jufiice feemed to_ 

be due: But the difficulty was to find the means of re

dreffing fuch great and extenfive iniquities. AlmQfi: ail 
the va~uable parts of Ireland had been meafured out and 

divided, either to the adventurers, who had lent money to 

the parliament for the fuppreffion of the hiili rebellion, 

or to the foldiers, who had received land in lieu of their 

arrears. 1"'bef~ could not be di(poffeffed, becaufe they 
w~re 
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c H A P. were the mofl: powerful and only armed part of Ireland J 
LXI V • b r. • .fi .c. h . d '--v--1 ecaute tt was reqUl xte to 1avour t em, m or er to fup ... 
1668, port the protefrant and Englifu intereft in that kingdom; 

and becaufe they had generally, with a feeming zeal and 
alacrity, concurred in the king's refroration. The king, 
therefore, iffued a proclamation; in which he promifed to 
maintain their fettlement, and at the fame time engaged to 
give redrefs to the innocent fufferers. There was a largo 
quantity of land as yet undivided in Ireland; and from 
this and fome other funds, it was thought poffible for the 
king to fulfil both thefe engagements. 

A COURT OF CLAIMS was erected, confifring altogether 
of Engliih commiffioners, who had no connexion with 
any of the parties, into which Ireland was divided. Be
fore thefe were laid four thouf:md claims of perfons de .. 
.firing refritution on account of their innocence; and the 
commiffioners had found leifure to examine only fix 
hundred. It already appeared, that, if all thefe were to 
be refrored, the funds, whence the adventurers and fol
diers muft get reprifa1s, would fall ihort of giving them 
any tolerable fatisfaB:ion. A great alarm and anxiety 
feized all ranks of men : The hopes and fears of every 
party were excited: Thefe eagerly grafped at recovering 
their paternal inheritance : Thofe were refolute to main
tain their new acquifitions. ' 

THE duke of Ormond was created lord-lieutenant ; 
being the only perfon, whofe prudence and j ufrice could 
compofe fuch jarring interefts. A parliament wasaffembled 
at Dublin; and as the lower houfe was almoft entirely 
chofen by the foldiers and adventurers, who frill kept 
poffeffion, it was extremely favourable to that interefl:. 
The houfe of peers iliowed greater impartiality. 

AN infurreB:ion was projected, together with a fur .. 
prizal of the caftle of Dublin, by fome of the difbanded 
foldiers ; but thl~ d~figQ wa.1 hapjily d~f;at~q by the vigi ... 

~an~~ 
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lance of Ormond. Some of the criminals were punilhed. c H A P. 

d ft d f h 
. LXIV. 

Bloo , the mo efperate o t em, efcaped mto Eng- 4..--v---1 
land. J6Ci. 

BuT affairs could not long remain in the confufion 

and uncertainty, into which they were fallen. All par

ties feemed willing to abate fomewhat of their prete.n
fions, in order to attain fome ftability ; and Ormand 

interpofed his authority to that purpofe. The foldiers 

and adventurers agreed to relinquilh a fourth of their 

po£reffions; and as they had purchafed their lands at very 
low prices, they had reafon to think themfelves favoured 

by this compofition. All thofe, who had been attainted. 

on account of their adhering to the king, were refrored ; 

and fome of the innocent Iriili. It was a hard fituationy 

that a man was obliged to prove himfelf innocent, in · 
order to ;ecover poffeffion of the eftate, which he and 

his ancefrors had ever enjoyed: But the hardiliip was 

augmented, by the difficult conditions annexed to this

proof. If the perfon had ever lived in the quarters of the 

rebels, he was not admitt d to plead his innocence ; and 

he was, for that: reafon alone, fuppofed to have been -a 
rebel. The heinous guilt of the lriili nation made mer1 

overlook the more re:;~.dily any iniquity, which might fall 
en individuals; and it was confidered, that, though it 
be always the intereft of all good government to prevent 

injufrice, it is not always poffible to remedy it, after it 
has had a long courfe, and has been attended with great 

fucceffes. 

IRELAND began to attain a frate of fomc compofure, 

when it was difturbed by a violent aCl:, paffed by the Eng· 

li1h parliament, which prohibitc<.l the importation of lrifu 
cattle into England c. Ormond remon!lrated frrongly

;ao-ainft this law. He fa,id, that the prcfent trade, car-

rie 
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CHAP. ried on between Eng:land and Ireland, was extremely t'> 
LXIV. ..... 

'-:-v--...1 the advantage of the former kingdom, which received 
1'068. only provifions, or rude materials, in return for every 

fpecies of manufaCture: rrhat if the cattle of Ireland 
were prohibited, the inhabitants of that ifland had no 

other commodity, by which they could pay England for 

their importations, and mu1l have recourfe to other na

tions for a fupply: That the inJufhious inh2.bitants of 

England, if deprived of Iri!h provi.fions, which made 

iiving cheap, would be obliged to augment the price of 

labour, and thereby render their manufatl:ur s too dear 

to be exported to foreign markets: That th indolent 
inhabitants of Irelatid, finding provifions fall almofr to 

nothing, would never be induced to labour, but would 

perpetuate to all generations their native floth and 

barbarifm : That by cu~ting off almoH: entirely the 
trade between the kingdoms, all the natural banJs of 

union were diffolved, and nothing remained to keep the 

Irilh in their duty but force and violence : And that by 

reducing that kingdom to extreme poverty, it would be 
even rendered inc::tpable of maintaining that military 
power, by which, during its well grounded difcontents, 

it mufl: necdfarily be retained in fubjeClion. 

THE king was fo much convinced of the jufi:nefs of 

thefe reafons, that he ufed all his interefi: to oppofe the 
bill ; and he openly declared, t·hat he could not give his 

affent to it with a fafe confcience. But the commoi1S 

were refolute in their purpofe. Some of the rents of 
England had fallen of late years, which had been 
afcribed entirely to the importation of Irifh cattle: Se
veral intrigues had contributed to inflame that prejudice, 

particularly thofe of Buckingham and Afhley, who were 
defirous of giving Ormond difrurbance in his govern-. 
ment: And the fpirit of tyranny, of which nations are 

as fufceptible as individuals, had extremely animated 
5 the 
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the Engliili to exert their fuperiority over their depend- C H A P. 

ant fi:ate. No affair could be conducred with greater~ 
violence than this was by the commons. They even i668~ 

went fo far in the preamble of the bill as to declare th~ 
importation of lrilh cattle to be a nuifance. By this ex-

. preffion~ they gave fcope to their paffion, and at the 

fame time barred the king's prerogative, by which he 

might think himfelf entitled to difpenfe with a law, fo 

full of injufiice and bad policy. The lotds expunged 

the word ; but as the king was fenfible, that no fupply 

would be given by the commons, unlefs they were gra

tified in their prejudices, he was obliged both to employ 

his interefi: with the peers for making the bill pafs, and 

to give the royal affent to it. He could not, however~ 
forbear expreffing his difpleafure at the jealoufy enter~ 

tained againft him, and at the intention, which the 
commons difcovcred of retrenching his prerogative. 

THIS law brought great difi:refs for fome time upon 

the Irifb; but it has occafioned their app1ying with 

greater indufi:ry to manufatl:ures, 4nd ha" pro\'ed in the 

iCfue beneficial to that kingdom • 

. VoL. VII 
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CHAP. LXV. 

A Parliament--c_fhe Cabal--7'heir Charaflers 

-<J'heir counfels--Alliance with Prance-

A Parliament-Coventry aft--Blood's crimes 

--Duke declares himfelf Catholic-Exchequer 

}hut--Declaration of indulgence---Attack ofthe 

Smyrna fleet--War declared with HQl/and-

Weaknefs of the States--Battle of Solebay

Sandwich killed--Progrefs of the French

Conflernation of the Dutch---Prince of Orange 

Stadtholder---Majfacre of the de Wits-

Good conduct of the Prin~e--A Parliament-

Declaration of indulgence recalled---Sea fight 

-Another fea fight-_,Another fea fight-

Congrefs of Cologne--A Parliament--Peace 

with l-lolland. 

CH A P. sINCE the refioration, England had attained a 
~ fituation, which had never been experienced in any 

1668. former period of her government, and which feemed 

the only one, that cculd fully enfure, at once, her tran
quillity and her liberty:. The king was in continual 
want of fupply from the parliament; and he feemed will
ing to accommodate himfelf to that dependent fituation .. 
Inftcad of reviving thofe claims of prerogative, fo flre
nuoufly infifted on by his predeceffors, Charles had 
ihictly confined himfelf within the limits of Jaw, and 
had courted, ~y every a~t of popularity, the affeCtions 

of 
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of his fubjeCl:s. · Even the feverities, however blameable, c H A P. 

which he had exercifed againfi: nonconformifrs, are to be ~ 
conftdered as expedients) by which he ll:rove to ingra- 1668. · 

tiate himfelf with that party, which predominated in 
parliarn nt. But notwithfranding thcfe promiftng ap
pearances, there were many circumfrances, which kept 
the government from refring freddily on that bottom, on 
which it was placed.. The crown having lofi: almofr all 
its ancient demefnes, relied entirely on voluntary grants 
()f the people ; and 'the commons, not fully accufiomed 
to tl is new fttuation, were not yet difpofed to fupply 
witl;l fufficient liberality t e neceffities of the crown. 
They imitated too firiB:Iy the example of their prede-
celfors in a rigid frugality of public money; and neither 
fufficiently confidered the indigent condition of their 
prince, nor the general frate of Europe; where every 
nation, by its increafe both of magnificence and force, 
had made great additions to all public expences. Some 
confiderable fums, indeed, were befrowed on Charles ; 
and the patriots of that age, tenacious of ancient maxims, 
loudly upbraided the commons v•ith prodigality : But if 
we may judge by the example of a bter period, when 
the government has become more regular, and the har-
mony of its parts has been more happily adj ufred, the 
parliaments of this reign feem rather to have merited a 
contrary reproach. 

THE natural confequence of the poverty of the crown 
was, befi.des feeble irregular tranfactions in foreign 
affairs, a continual uncertainty in its domefiic admini .. 
fi:ration. No one could anfwcr with any tolerable aff.Jr
ance for the meafures of the houfe of commons. Few 
of the members were attached to the court by any other 
band than that of inclination. Royalifi:s indeed in their 
principles, but uncxpcrienced in bufinefs, they lay cx
pofcd to every rumour or inftnuation; and were driven 

G g 2 by 
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. c ~xt. P. by momentary gulls or currents, no lefs than the popu.: 
~lace themfelves. Even the attempts made to gain aa 
· 1668• afcendant over them, by offices, and, as it is believed, 

!th of Fe. 
bruarv. 
A pa1~lia. 
.rneut. 

by bribes and penfions, were apt to operate in a manner 
contrary to what was intended by the minifters. The 
novelty of the practice conveyed a general, and indeed 
a j uft, alarm ; while at the fame time, the poverty of 
the crown rendered this influence very limited and pre
canous. 

'rHE charaCter of Charles was ill fitted to remedy 
thofe defects in the confiitution. He aCl:ed in the ad
rniniftration of publiC alfairs, as if government were a 
pafiime, rather than a ferious occupation; and by the 
uncertainty of his conduCt, he loft that authority, which 
could alone beftow conftancy on the fluCtuating refolu
tions of the parliament. His expences too, which per
haps exceeded the proper bounds, were direCted more by 
inclination than by policy ; and while they encreafed his 
dependance on the parliament, they were not calculated 
fully to fatisfy either the interefted or difinterefted part 
of that afiembly. 

THE parliament met after a long adjournment; and 
the king promifed himfelf every thing from the attach
ment of the commons. All his late meafures had been 
calculated to acquire the good will of his people ; and 
above all, the triple league, it was hoped, would be 
able to efface all the difagreeable im preffions left by the 
unhappy conclufion of the Dutch war. But a new af:l.. 

{empt made by the court, and a laudable one too, loft 
him, for a time, the effect of all thefe endeavours, 
Buckingham, \\-.1o w1.s in grPat favour with the king, 
and carried on many intrit;ucs among tue corn : ons, had 
alfo endeavoured to fupport connexions with the non
conformiil:s ; and he now formed a fch "me, in concert 
with the lord ,1:\.eeper, Sir Od~JldQ Bridgcma.u, and chief 

jufiice, 
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jufl:ice, Sir Mathew Hale, two worthy patriots, to put c H A P. 

an end to thofe feverities, under which thefe religionifts ~ 
had fo long laboured. It was propofed to reconcile the 1~6&• 
pre!byterians by a comprehenfion, and to grant a tolera-
tion to the independants and other fecbries. Favour 
feems not, by this fcheme, as by others embraced dur-
ing the prefent reign, to have been intended the catho-
lics ; Yet were the zealous commons fo difgufted, that 
they could not be prevailed on even to give the king 
thanks for the triple league, however laudable that mea-
fure was then, and has ever fince been efteemed. They 
immediately voted an ,addrefs for a proclamation againfr 
conventic1es. Their requeft was complied with; but 
as the king ftill dropped fome hints of his defire to re-
concile his proteff:ant fubjecrs, the commons paffed a 
very unufual vote, that no man fhould bring into the 
houfe any bill of that nature. The king in vain re .. 
iterated his folicitations for fupply; reprefented the ne-
ceffity of equipping a fleet; and even offered, that the 
money, which they fhould grant, fhould be collected 
and iffued for that purpofe by commiffioners appointed 
by the houfe. Infiead of complying, the commons voted 
an enquiry into all the mifcarriages during the late war r 
the flackening of fail after the duke's vitl:ory from falfe 
orders delivered by Brounker, the mifcarriage at Berghen, 
the divifion of the fleet under prince Rupert and Albe-
marle, the difgrace at Chatham. Brounker was ex-
pelled the houfe, and ordered to be impeached. Com-
miffioner Pet, who had negleCl:ed order~' iffued for the 
fecurity of Chatham, met wit4 the fame fate. Thefe 
impeachments were never profecuted. The houfe at 
lafr, having 'been indulged in all their prejudices, were 
prevailed with to vote the king three hundred and ten 
thoufand pounds, by an impofition on wine and other 
liquors; after which they were adjourned. 

PVBLI,C 
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CHAP,! PunLrc bufinefs, befides being retarded by the difgufr 
of the commons againfl:: the tolerating maxims of the 
co~rt, met with obfhutlions this fe.ffion from a quarrel 
between the two h(,mfcs. Skinner, a rich merchant in' 
London, having fufferad fome injuries from the Eaft 
India company, laid the matter by petition before the 
houfe of lords, by whom he was relieved in cofts and 
damages to the amount of five thoufand pounds. The 
commons voted, that the lords, in taking cognizance of. 

LXV. 
~ 

166q, 
:nth of 
Ahy. 

'J66q. 
19<h of 
OCtober. 

f this affair, originally, without any appeal from inferior 
courts, had aCl:ed in a m:mner not agreeable. to the laws 
of t~e land, and tending to deprive the fubjeB: of the" 
r·ght, cafe, and benefit, due to him by thefe laws; and 
that Skinner, in profecuting the fuit after this manner; 
had infringed the privileges of the commons : For whic 
offence, they orderea him to be taken into cufl:ody, 
Some conferences enfued between the houfes; where the 
lords were tenacious of their right of judicature, and 
maintained, that the method, in which they had exer
cifed it, was "quite regular. The commons rofe into a 
great ferment; and went fo far as to vote, that " who .. 
" ever lhould be aiding or affifring in putting in execu
" tion the order or fentence of the houfe of lords, in' 
" the cafe of Skinne'r againfi: the Eafr India company, 
" iliou!d be deemed a betrayer of the rights and liber
" tics of the commons of England, and an infringer of 
" the privileges of the houfe of commons." a-'hey 
rightly judged, that it would not be eafy, after this vote

3 

to find . any one, who would venture on their indigna.;.r 
ticn. The proceedings indeed of the lords fcem in this 
cafe ·to have been unufual :md without precedent: 

THE king's ncceffities obliged him again to aiT'embie 
the parliament, who fb.owed fome difpofttion to relie,,e 
him. The p:1ce, how~ver, which he- mufr p~y Jor this 

jnduJgence~ 
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1ndulgence, was his yielding to new laws againfl: con- c H A P • 
. 1 H. 1 . r. . l . . 1 . LXV. vent1c es. 1s comp a11ance m t 11s parttcu ar contn- \...--v--...J 

buted more to gain the commons, than all the pompous 166!J. 

pretences of fupporting the triple alliance, that popular 
meafure, by :which he expected to make fuch advantage. 
The quarrel between the two houfe~ was revived; and 

as the commons had voted only four hundred thoufand 

pounds, with which the king was not fatisfied, he thought 

proper, before they had carried their vote into a bw, to 
prorogue them. The only bufinefs finiil1ed thi . {hort nt~ of De· 
r. ffi · · h f h . cemoer. 
tC wn was rece1vmg t e report o t e comtmttce ap-
pointed for examining the public accounts. On the firft 

infpeetion of this report, there appears a great fum, no 
lefs than a million and a half, unaccounted for ; and the 

natural inference is, that the king had much abufed the 
trufr repofed in him by parliament. But a more accu-
rate infpeetion of particulars ferves, in a great meafure, 

to remove this imputation. The king indeed wen~ fo far 
as to tell the parliament from the throne, " That he had 
" fully informed himfelf of that matter, and did affirm, 
~' that no part of thofe monies, which they had given 

" him, had been diverted to other ufes, but on the con-

u trary, bcfidcs all thofe fttpplies, a very great [urn h:1d 

" been raifed out of his ~anding revenue and er dit, 

" and a very great debt contraB:ed; and all for the war.'' 

Though artificial pretences have often been employed by 

kings in their fpeeches to parliament, and hy none more 
than Charles, it is fomewhat oifficult to fufpcCl: him of 
a direCt lie and falfhood. He mufr have had fome rea-

fons, and perhaps not unplaufible ones, for this affirma-

tion, of which all his hearers, as 'they had the accounts 

lying 'before them, were at that time competent judges J , 

THE method, which all parliaments had ! ithcrto foi-

0\Ycd, WJS to vote a particular fum for the fupply, 

d See note [N J at the end of the volume. 

Gg4 without 



-A-56 .HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

<; H A P. without any difrinB:ion or any appropriation to particular LXV. 
'--v---1 fervices. So long as the demands of the crown were 

J669~ [mall and cafual, no great inconveniencies arofe from this 
praCtice. But as all the meafures of government were 
now changed, it mufi: be confeffed, that, if the king 
made a jufi: application of public money, this inaccurat~ 
method of proceeding, by expofing him to fufpicion, was 
prejudicial to him. If he was inclined to act otherwife, 
it was equally hurtful to the people. For thcfe reafons, 
a contrary praCl:ice, during all the late reigns, has con
:fiantly been followed by the commons. 

t6 1o. WHEN the parliament met after the prorogation, they 
'

4
th of fe. entered anew upon the bufinefs of fupply, and granted bnJ.fY• 

the king an addition~! duty, during eight years, of twelve 
pounds on each tun of Spanifh wine imported, eight oq 
each tun of French, A law alfo pafled empowering him 
to fell the fee farm rents; the lafi: remains of the de
mcfnes, by which the ancient kings of England had beeq 
fupponed. By this expedient he obtained fome fupply 
for his prefent ncceffities, but left the crown, if poffible, 
ftill more dependent thaq before. How much money 
might be raifed by thefe fales is uncertain ~ but it could 
not be .flCar one million eight hunJred thoufand pounds, 
the fum affig!led by fome writers e. 

THt: act ~gainft conventicles paffed, and received the 
royal affent! l~ bears the appearance of mitigating the 
former perfecuting laws; but if we may judge by the 
fpirit, which had broken Ot~t almofl: every fcffion during 
this parliament, it was not inte~ded as any f:wour to the 
f1.0nconformifts. Experienre probably had taught, that 
lfiWS oyer rigid and fevere could no~ be executed. By 

e Mr. Carte, in his Vindication of the Anfwer to the Byfiander, p. 9~· 
!~y~, that the fait of the fee farm rents would not yield above one hundrea 
thoufdnq 1 cunc5.; ang his reafons appear well founded. 

~ this 
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this all: the hearer in a conventicle, (that is, in a dif- C R A P. 

fenting affembly, where more than five were prefent, be-~ 
fides the family) was fined five fuillings for the firfi: ~670. 

offence, ten for the fecond ; the preacher twenty pounds 
for the firft offence, forty for the fecond. The perfon, 
in whofe houfe the conventicle met, was amerced a like 

{urn with the preacher. One claufe is remarkable ; that, 
if any difpute fuould arife with regard to the interpreta-
tion of any part of the aa, the judges fuould always ex-
plain the doubt in the fenfe leaft favourable to conven-
ticles, it being the intention of parliament entirely to 
fupprefs them. Such was the zeal of the commons, that 

they violated the plaineft and mofl: eftablifhed maxims of 
civil policy, which require, that, in all criminal profe-

cutions, favour fh,ould always be given to the prifoner. 

THE affair of Skinner ftill remained a ground of quar ... 
rei between the two houfes; but the king prevailed with 
the peers to accept of the expedient propofed by the com

mons, that a general razure fhould be made of all the 
tranfaCl:ions with regard to that difputed queftion. 

SoME attempts were made by the king to effeCl:uate a 
union between England and Scotland : But they were 

too feeble to remove all the difficulties, which obftruCl:ed 
that ufeful and important undertaking. Commiffioners 
were appointed to meet, in order to regulate the condi
tions : But the defign, chiefly by the intrigues of Lau
derdale, foon after came to nothing. 

THE king, about this time, began frequently to at .. 
tend the debates of the houfe of peers. He faid, that 
they amufed him, and that he found them no lefs enter
taining than a play. But deeper defigns were fufpeCled. 
As he feemed to interefr himfelf extremely in the caufe 
pf lord Roos, who had obtained a divorce from his wife 

on the accufation of adultery, and applied to parliament 
for leave tQ marry again ; people imagined, that Charles 

propofed 
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C H A P: propofed to make a precedent of the cafe, ana that fome LXV. 
f....--.v--.J 'Other pretence would be found for getting rid of the 

1.67o, queen. Many propofals to this purpofe, it is faid, were 
made him by Buckingham: But the ~ king, how little 
fcrupulo'us foever in fome refpetl:s, was incapable of 3.ny 
atl:ion harili or barbarous; and lie always rejected every 
fcheme of this nature. A fufpicion ·however of fuch 
intentions, it was obferved, had, at ' this time, begot a 
~oldnefs between the two royal brothers. 

WE now come to a period, when the king's counfels, 
whrch had hitherto, in the main, been good, though 
negligent and fluB:uating, became, during fomc time, 
remarkably bad, or even criminal ; and breeding in
curable jealoufics in all men, were followed by fuch con
fequcnces as had almofr tcrminatea in tlie ruin both of 
.prince and people. Happily ' .the fame negligence itill 
attended him; and, as it had leifened the influence of 
the good, it alfo diminifhed the cff-c:tt of the bad mea
furcs, which he embraced . • 

IT was remarked, that the committee of council, 
efrablilhcd for foreign affairs, was entircJy; changed; and 
that prince Rupert, tlie duke of Ormond, fecretary Tre
vor, and lord keepet Bridgeman; men in whofe honour 
the nation had great confidence, were never called to 
any deliberations. ~he whole fccret :was entrufl:ed to 
five pcrfons, Clifford, Aihley, Buckingham, Arlington, 
and Lauderdale. Thefe men were known by the appd-

The Cabal. .btion of the Cabal, a word which the initial letters of 
their names happeneu to compofe. Never was there a 
more dangerous minifrry in England, nor one more 
noted for pernicious counfels. 

Their Cha- Lon.n AsHLEY, foon after known by the name of earl 
radc:rs. of. Shaftcfbury, was one of the mofl: remarkable charac1ers 

of the age, and the chief fpring of ail the fuccceding 
movements, Du·ring his early youth, he had enga3;ed 
~n t~e late king's party; but being difgufied with fome 

meafures 



CHARLES II. 459 

mcafures of prince Maurice, he foon deferted to tne c H A P. 

parliament. He infinuated himfelf into the confidence ~ 
Gf Cromwel; and as he had great influence with the 167o. 

preibyterians, he was ferviceable in fupporting, with his 

party, the authority of. that ufurper. He employed the 

fame credit in promoting the reftoration; and on that 

account both deferved and acquired favour with the king. 

In all his changes, he ' frill maintained the charaB:er of 

never betraying tliofe friends who"m he deferted ; and 

which-e.ver party he joined, his great capacity and fin-

gular talents foon . gain"d him their confidence, and 

enabled him to take the lead among them. No ftation 

could fatisfy his ::nnbi ion; no fatigues were infuperable 

to his indufrry. \V ell-acquainted with the blind attach-

ment Ci>f faetion, he furmounted a 1 fenfe of !h~n:c: 

And rely" ng on the fubtilty of his contrivances, ·he was 

not fh:.rtled with enterprizes, the moft hazardous and 

moft criminal. Hi talents, both of public fpeaking and 

private infinuation, fhone out in an eminent degree; and 

amioft all his furious paffions, he poffeffed a found j udg

ment of bufinefs, anu frill more of men. Though fitted 

by nature .for begi.nnin~ and pu£hing the grcatefl: under

takings, he was never able to conduB: any to a happy 

per "od ; and his eminent abilities, by rcafon of his in

fat" "-ble de fires, were equally dangerous to himfclf, to the 

prince, and to the people. 

THE duke of Buckingham poffeffed all the advantages, 

which a graceful perfon, a hign rank, a fp1endid fortune, 

otnd a lively wit could oeflow; but by hi~ wild conduB:, 

\i:Irefitained eithe~ by prudence or principle, hs found 

means to render nimfclf in the end odious and even 

infignificant. THe leafi: interefr could make him abandon 

his henour; the finaHeft pleafurc could feducc him from 

his intereft; the moH: frivolous caprice was fufficient to 

.counterbalance his pleafurc. By his- want of fecrecy and 
8 co;tfl.ancy, 
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c H A P_, conftancy, he deftroyed his charaCt:er in public life; by 
~his contempt of order and reconomy, he diffipated his 

I67o. private · fortune; by riot and debauchery, he ruined his 
health ; and he remained at laft as incapable of doing 

- hurt, as he had ever been little defirous of doing good, 
to mankind. 

THE earl, foon after created duke of Lauderdale, 
was not defeCt:ive in natural, and frill lefs in acquired, 
talents; but neither was his addrefs graceful, nor his 
underfl:anding jufl:. His principles, or, more properly 
fpeaking, his prejudices, were obftinate, but unable to 
reftrain his ambition: His ambition was fiilllefs danger
ous than the tyranny and violence of his temper. An 
implacable enemy, but a lukewarm friend; infolent to 
his inferiors, but abjeCt: to his fuperiors; though in his 
whole character and deportment, he was almoft dia
metrically oppofite to the king; he had the fortune, 
beyond any other minifrer, to maintain, during the 
greateft part of his reign, an afcendant over him. 

THE talents of parliamentary eloquence and intrigue 
kad raifed Sir Thomas Clifford; and his daring impetuous 
fpirit gave him weight in the king's councils. Of the 
whole cabal, Arlington was the leafi: dangerous either by 
his vices or his talents. His judgment was found, 
though his capacity was but moderate; and his intentions 
were good, though he wanted courage and integrity tQ 

perfevere in them. Together with Temple and Bridge
man, he had been a great promoter of the triple league; 
but he threw himfelf with equal ala{:rity into oppofite 
mcafures, when he found them agreeable to his mafter. 
ClifFord and he were fecretly cathoH~s: Shaftelbury, 
though addiCl:ed to aftrology, was reckoned a deift: 
Buckingham had too little reReC!ion to embrace any fteady 
principles : Lauderdale had long been a bigotted and 
furious prelbyterian; and the opinions Qf that feet ~ilj 

"'ert 
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kept polreffion of his mind, how little foever they ap- c H A P. 

d . h" d .n. LXV. peare m 1s con u~L. ~ 

THE dark counfels of•the cabal, though from the Th;i~7,~'u11• 
firfi: they gave anxiety to all men of reReB:ion, were not fels. 

thoroughly known but by the .~vent. Such feem to have 
been the views, which they fuggefl:ed to the king and the 
duke, and which thefe princes too greedily embraced. 
They faid, that the parliament, though the fpirit of 
party, for the prefent, attached them to the crown, 
were frill more attached to thofe powers and privileges, 
which their predeceffors had ufurped from the fovereign: 
That after the firfi Row of kindnefs was fpent, they had 
difcovered evident fymptoms of difcontent; and would 
be fure to turn againfi the king all the authority which 
they yet retained, and frill more thofe pretenfions which 
it was eafy for them in a moment to re\'ive: That they 
not only kept the king in dependance by means of his 
precarious revenue, but had never difcovered a fuitable 
generofity, even in thofe temporary fupplies, which they 
granted him : That it was time for the prince to rouze 
himfelf from his lethargy, and to recover that authority, 
which his predeceffors, during fo many ages, had peace
ably enjoyed: That the great error or misfortune of his 
father was the not having formed any clofe connexion 
with foreign princes, who, on the breaking out of the 
rebellion, might have found their interefi: in fupporting 
him : That the prefent alliances, being entered into with 
fo many weaker potentates, who themfelves frood in need 
of fhe king's protection, could never ferve to maintain, 
much lefs 2.ugment, the royal authority: That the 
French monarch alone, fo generous a prince, and by 
blood fo nearly allied to the king, would be found both 
able and willing, if gratified in his ambition, to defend 
the common caufe of kings againfl: ufurping fubjeCl:s : 
That a war, undertaken againft Holland by the united 

force 
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c H A P. force of two fuch mighty potentates, would prove att 
LXV. 

V"V"'J eafy entcrprizc, and would fcrve all the purpofes which 
I67.J· were aimed at: That under pretence of that war, it 

would not be difficult to levy a military force, without 

which, during the prevalence of republican principles 

among his fubjeB:s, the king would vainly expect to 

defend his prerogative: That his naval power might be 
maintained, partly by the fupplies, which, on other 
pretences, would previouily be obtained from parliament; 
partly by fubfidies from France; partly by captures, 
which might eafily be made on that opulent republic: 
That in fuch a fituation, attempts to recover the loft 
authority of the crown would be attended with fuccefs ; 
nor would any malcontents dare to refifr a prince, forti· 
fied by fo powerful an alliance; or if they did, they would 

only draw more certain ruin on themfelves and on their 
caufc : And that by fubduing the States, a great :ftep 
would be made towards a reformation of the government; 
fince it was apparent, that that republic, by its fame and 
grandeur, fortified, in his factious fubjetl:s, their attach
ment to what they vainly termed their civil and religious 

liberties. 
THESE fuggefrions happened fatally to concur with all 

the inclinations and prejudices of the king; his defire of 

more extenfive authority, his propcnfity to the catholic 
religion, his avidity for money. He fcems likewife~ 

from the very beginning of his reign, to have entertained 
great jealou(y of his own fubjeB:s, and, on that account, 
a defire of fortifying himfelf by an intimate alliance w1th 
France. So early as 1664, he had offered the French 
monarch to allow him without oppofition to conquer 
Flanders, provided that prince would engage to furni!h 
him with ten thoufand infantry, and a fuitable number 
of cavalry, in cafe;; of any rebellion in England 1

• As 

D•.Efindcs, :.I~ of J~;ly, 165]• 
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no dangerous fymptom at that time appeared, we are left c H A P. 

to conjeCture, from this incident, what opinion Charles ~ 
had conceived of the faCtious difpofition of his people. 167o. 

EvEN during the time, when the triple alliance was 
moll: zealoufly cultivated, the Hng never feems to have 
been entirely cordial in thofe falutary meafures, but frill 
to have cafi a longing eye towards the French alliance. 
Clifford, who had much of his confidence, faid impru
dently, " N otwithfianding all this joy, we mufi: have a 
" fecond war with Hollat~d." 'rhe accefiion of the 
Emperor to that alliance had been rcfufed by England on 
frivo1ous prctenc~s. And many unfriendly ca\:ils were 
raifed againft the States with regard to Surinam and the 
conduCt of the Eafi: India company g. But about April 
1669, the fhongeft fymptoms appeared of thofe fatal 
meafures, which were afterwards more openly purfucd. 

DE WIT, at that time, came to Temple; and told 
him, that he paycd him a vifit as a friend, not as a 
minifier. The occafion was to acquaint him with a 
converfation which he had lately had with PufFcndorf, 
the Swediili agent, who had paffed by the Hague in the 
way from Paris to his own country. The French minif
ters, Puffendorf faid, had taken much pains to perfuade 
him, that the Swedes would find their account very ill in 
thofe meafures, which they had lately embraced: That 
Spain would fail them in all her promifes of fubfidics ; 
nor would Holland alone be able to fupport them : Thttt 
England would certainly fail them, and had already 
adopted counfels direCtly oppofite to thofe which by the 
triple league lhe had bound herfclf to purfuc: And that 
the refolution was not the Jcf.., fixed and certain, becaufe 
the fecret was as yet communicated to ver.y few cith r in 
the French or Engliili court. vVhen Puffendorf fccmd.l 
incredulous, Turenne lhowed him a letter from Colbert 

g See note (0] at the encl of the olume. 
de 
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CL~:. P. de Croiify, the French mirtifl:cr at London; in which; 

~ after mentioning the fuccefs of his negotiations, and the 
167°• favourable difpofition of the chief minifl:ers there, he 

added, " And I have at lafl: made them fenfible of the 
" full extent of his I\1ajefiy's bounty h." From this 
incident it appears, that the infamous praCtice of felling 
themfelves to foreign princes, a praCl:ice, which, not• 
withfianding the malignity of the vulgar, is certainly rare 
among men in high office, had not been fcrupled by 
Charles's minifrers. 

BuT the king's refolutions, at leafl:, his fchemes, 
feem never to have been entirely fixed, till the vifit which 

· he received from his fifi:er, the dutchefs of Orleans. 
Lewis, knowing the addrefs and infinuation of that ami .. 
able princefs, and the great influence which fhe had 
gained over her brother, had engaged her to employ all 
her good offices, in order to detach England from the 
triple league, which, he knew, had fixed fuch unfur
mountable barriers to his ambition. That he might the 
better cover this negotiation, he pretended to vifit his 
frontiers, particularly the great works which he had 
undertaken at Dunkirk; and he carried the queen and 

J6th May. the whole court along with him. While he Iemained on 
the oppofite £bore, the dutchefs of Orleans went over to 
England; and Charles met her at Dover, where they 

paffed ten days together in great mirth and fefl:ivity. By 
her artifices and careffes, file prevailed on Charles to 
relinquiili the mofi fettled maxims of honour and policy, 
and to finiili his engagements with Lewis for the defl:ruc-

Alliance tion of Holland; as wdl as for the change of religion in 
withl"ranc:e. England. 

BuT Lewis well knew Charles's charaCl:er, and the 
ufual fluCtuation of his counfcls. In order to fix hirn in 

· the French interefrs, he refolved to bind him by the tyes 

ll Temple, vol. ii, P• 179 .. 
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of pleafure, the only ones which with him were irrefifl- C H A P. 

ible; and he made him a prefent of a French mifi:refs, by~ 
whofe means he hoped, for the future, to govern him. 167o, 

The dutchcfs of Orleans brought with her a young lady 

of the name of ~eroi.iaille, whom the king carried to 

London, and foon after created dutchefs of Portfmouth. 

He was extremely attached to her during the whole courfe 

of his life; and ihe proved a great means of fupporting 
his conncxions with her native country. 

THE fatisfatl:ion, which Charles reaped from his new 

alliance, received a great check by the death of his fifl:er, 

ai1d frill more by thofe melancholy circumfl:ances which 

attended it. Pier Jeath was fudden, after a few days 

illnefs ; and ilie was fcized with the malady upon drink .. 

ing a glafs of fuccory-water. Strong fufpicions of poifon 

arofc in the court of France, and were fpread all over 

Europe; and as her hufband had difcovcred many 

fymptoms of jealoufy and difcontent on account of her 

conduCt, he was univerfally believed to be the author of 

the crime. Charles himfelf, during fome time, was 

entirely convinced of his guilt; but upon receiving the 

attefration of phyficians, who, on opening her body, 

found no foundation for the general rumour, he was, or 

pretended to be fatisfied. The duke of Orleans indeed 

did never, in any other circumfrance of his life, betray 

fuch difpofitions as might lead him to fo criminal an 

atlion; and a lady, it is faid, drank the remains of the 

fame glafs, without feeling any inconvenience. The 
fudden death of princes is commonly accompanied with 

thcfc difmal furmifes; and therefore lefs weight is in this 

cafe to be laid on the fufpicions of the public. 

CHARLEs, infiead of breaking: with France upon this 

incident, took advantage of it to fend over Buckingham, 

under pretence of condoling with the duke of Orleans, 

but in reality to cone rt farther meafurcs for the projected 

VoL. VII. H h war. 
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c H A P. war. Never ambafrador received gre:1ter careftes. Tn'~ 
LXV. . r. {i h · 1l_ "'-'""v--J more defirucbve the pre1ent mea ures were tot e mterens 
167o. of England, the more natural was it for Lewis to Toad 

'\Vith civilities, and even with favours, thofe whom lte 

could engage to promote them. 

THE journey of Buckingham raifed fhong fufpicions 

in Holland, which every circumfiance tended frill farther 

to confirm. Lewis made a fudden irruption into Lor
raine; and though he miffed feizing the duke himfelf, 

who had rto 1urmife of the danger, and who narrowly 

efcaped, he was foon able, without refifrance, to make 
himfelf mafrer of the whole country. The French 

monarch was fo far unhappy, that, though the moll: 

tempting opportunities offered themfelves, he had not 

commonly fo much as the pretence of equity and jufiice 

to cover his ambitious meafures. This acquifition of 

Lorraine ought to have excited the jealoufy of the con

tracting powers in the triple league, as tnuch as an 

invafion of Flanders itfelf; yet did Charles turn a deaf 

ear to all remonfirances, made him upon that fubject. 

BuT what tended chiefly to open the eyes of de Wit 

ancl the States, with regard to the meafures of England, 
was the fudden recal of Sir William Temple. That 
rn'iniil:er had fo firmly efiablilhed his character of honour 

and integrity, that he was believed incapable even of 

obeying his mafl:er's commands, in promoting meafures 

which he efl:eemed pernicious to his country; and fo long 
as he remained in employment, de Wit thought himfelf 

afrureJ of the fidelity of England. Charles was fo fen
fible of this prepofrenion, that he ordered Temple to 

leave his family at the Hague, and pretended, that that 

minifter would immediately return, after having conferred 

with the king about fome bufinefs, where his negotiation 
had met with obfiructions. De vVit made the Dutch 

J;c!ident inform the Englilh court, that he thould confider 

9 th; 
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. tic rccal of 'l'emp1e as an exprefs declaration ot a change C H A P. . . u~ of meafures m England; and fhould even know what '--y--..J 
interpretation to put upon any delay of his return. 16i 0

• 

vVHILE thcfe meafures were fecretly in agitation, the 24th <?Cl• 
1. d" . T k" A parlla-par tament inct, accor mg to adjournment. he mg rnent. 

made a fhort fpeech, and left the bufinefs to be enlarged 
upon by the keeper. That minifier infiHed much on the 
ki'1g's great want of fupply; the mighty encreafe of the 
n<wal power of France, now triple to what it was before 
the laft war with Holland; the decay of the Engli!h navy; 
the neceffity of fitting out next year a fleet of fifty fail ; 
the obligations which the king lay under by feveral trea-
ties to exert hirrife] f for the common good of chriftcndom. 
Among other treaties, he mentioned the triple alliance, 
and the defenfivc league with the States. 

THE artifice fucceeded. The houfe of commons, en
tirely fatisficd with the king's meafures, voted him con
fiderable fupplies. A land tax for a year was impofed of 
a lhilling a pound; two fhillings a pound on two thirds 
of the falarics of offices ; fifteen lhillings on every hun
dred pounds of bankers' money and frock ; an additional 
cxcife upon beer for fix years, and certain impofitiona 
upon lawr proceedings for nine years. The parliament 
had never before been in a more liberal humour; and ne
ver furely was it lefs merited by the counfels of the king 
and of his minifl:ers. 

THE commons paffed another bill, for layihg a duty on 
tobacco, Scotch fait, glaffes, and fome other commodi
ties. Againfi: this bill the merchants of London appeared 
by petition before the houfe of lords. The lord::; entered 
into their reafons, and began to make amendments on the 
bill fent up by the commons. This attempt was highly 
refented by the lower houfe, as an encroachment on the 
right, which they pretended to poffefs alone, of granting 
money to the crown. Many rcmonftrances pafied be-

H h z tween 
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c H A P. tween the two houfes; and by their altercations the king

~x~ was obliged to prorogue the parliament ; and he thereby 

t67r. loft the money which was intended him. This is the 
:ad April. lafl: time that the peers have revived any pretenfions of 

that nature. Ever fince, the privilege of the commons, 

in all other places, except in the houfe of peers, has 

paffed for uncontroverted. 
THERE was a private affair, which during this feffion 

difgufl:ed the houfe of commons, and required fome pains 
to accommodate it. The ufual method of thofe who 

oppofcd the court in the money bills, was, if they failed 
in the main vote, as to the extent of the fupply, to levy 

the money upon fuch funds as they expeB:ed would be un

acceptable, or would prove deficient. It was propofed 

to lay an impofition upon playhoufes: The courtiers ob

jeB:ed, that the players were the king's fervants, and a 
part of his pleafure. Sir John Coventry, a gentleman of 

the country party, afked, "whether the king's pleafure 

" lay among the male or the female players ?" This 

ftroke of fatire was aimed at Charles, who, befides his 
m&reffes of higher quality, entertained at that time two 

aB:reffes, Davis and N ell Gwin. The king received not 

the raillery with that good humour, which might have 

been expeB:ed. It was faid, that this being the firfl: time7 

that refpeB: to majefty had been publicly violated, it 

was necdfary, by fome fevere thaftifement, to make Co

ventry an example to all who might incline to tread in his 
footfl:eps. Sands, Obrian, and fome other officers of the 

guards, were ordered to way-lay him, and to fet a mark 

upon him. He defended himfelf with bravery, and after 

wounding feveral of the affailants, was difarmed with 
fome difficulty. They cut his nofe to the bone, in order, 

as they faid, to teach him what rcfpeCl: he owed to the 

king. The commons were inflamed by this indignity 

ofFered to one of their members, on account of words 
fpokcn 
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£'poken in the houfe. They paffed a law, which made it C H A P. 

capital to maim any perfon; and they enacted, that thofe LXV. 

criminals, who had affaulted Coventry, fhould be inca- •671. 

bl f 
. · d f h CoventrJ 

pa eo rece1vmg a par on rom t e crown. aa. 
TIIERE was another private affair tranfatl:ed about this 

time, by which the king was as much expofed to the im

putation of a capricious lenity, as he was here blamed 
for unneceffary feverity. Blood, a difbanded officer of 

the proteCtor's, had been engaged in the confpiracy for 

raifing an infurrecrion in Ireland; and on acc~:mnt of this 
crime he himfelf had been attainted, and fome of his ac

complices capitally punilhed. The daring villain medi- Bi_ood•s: 

tated revenge upon Ormond, the lord lieutenant. Having cnrn s. 

by artifice drawn off the duke's footmen, he attacked his 

coach in the night time, as it drove along St. J ames's 

fi:reet in London; and he made himfclf mafrer of his per-

. fon. He might here have finilhed the crime, had he not 

meditated refinements in his vengeance : He was refolved 

to hang the duke at Tyburn; and for that purpofe bound 
him, and mounted him on horfeback behind one of his 
companions. They were advanced a good ,~·ay into the 
fields; when the duke, making efforts for his liberty, 

threw himfelf to the ground, and brought down with him 
the aifaffin to whom he was faftened. They were {hug

gling together in the mire; when Ormond's fervants, 
whom the alarm had reached, came and favcd him. 

Blood and his companions, firing their pi£rols in a hurry 

at the duke, rode off, and favcd themfel ves by means of 

the darknefs. 
BucKINGHAM was at firft, with fome appearances of 

reafon, fufpeCl:ed to be the author of this attempt. His 

profligate charaCter, and his enmity again!l: Ormond, ex

pofed him to that imputation. OHory foon after came to 

court; and feeing Buckingham frand by the king, his 

colour rofe, and he could not forbear expr~ffing himfdf 
H h 3 to 
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to this purpofe. " l\1 y lord, I know well, that you ar~ 
" at the bottom of this late attempt upon my father: 
" But I give rou W2rning; if by any means he comes to 
" a violent end, I fhall not be at a lofs to know the au
" thor : I !hall confider you as the affaffin : I flull treat 
" you as fuch ; and wherever I meet you, I £hall pifi-ol 
'' you, though you fl-ood behind the king's chair; and I 
" tell it you · in his majefi-y's prefence, that you may be 
(( fure I ihall not fail of performance i." If there was 
here any indecorum~ it was eafily excufed in a generous 
youth, when ·his father's life W6.S expofed to danger. 

A LITTLE after, Blood formed a defign of c:urying off 
the crown and regalia from the ~ower ; a defign, to which 
be was prqmpted, as well by the furprifing boldn~fs of th~ 
enterprize, as by the views of profit. He was near fuc
ceeding. He had bound and wounded Edwards, the 
keeper of the jewel-office, and had got out of the Tower 
yvith his prey; but was overtaken and fcized, with fome 
of his affociates. One of them was known to have been 
concerned in the attempt upon Ormond; and Blood was 
immediately concluded to be the ringleader. vVhen que .. 
fiioned, he fran.dy avowed the enterprize; but refufed to 
tell his accomplices. " The f~ar of death," he faid, 
~' iliould never engage him, either to deny a guilt> o.r 
'' betray a friend." All thcfe extraordinary circum
fiances made him the general fubject of converfation; and 
the king was moved by an idle curiofity to fee and fpcak 
\vith a pe~fon, fo noted for his courage and his crimes. 
Blood might now cfi:ccm himfclf fecure of pardon; and he 
~vanted not addrefs to improve the opportunity. He told 
Charles, that he had been engaged, with others, in a dc
fign 'to kill him with a carabinc above Batterfea, where his 
p1ajefl:y often went to bathe: That the caufe of this refo-

J 
ution was the feverity cxercifed over the confciences of 



C H A R L E S II, ' 

the godly, in refhaining the liberty of their religious C H A P. 

~ifemblies : That when he had taken his :ftand among the ~ 
reeds, full of thefe bloody refolutions, he found his heart 1671• 

checked with an awe of maje!ly; and he not only relent-
ed himfelf, but ~liverted his afiociates from their purpofe: 

That he had long ago brought himfelf to an entire indif

ference about life, which he now gave for loft ; yet could 
he not forbear warning the king of the danger which 
might attend his execution: That his afihciates had bound 

themfelves by the il:riete!l oaths to revenge the death of 

any of their confederacy: And that no precaution or power 
could fecure any one from the effeCts of th~ir defperat-e 

refolutions. 
WHETHER thefe confiderations excited fear or admi

ration in the king, they confirmed his refolution of grant

ing a pardon to Blood; but he thought it a requifite point 

of decency firil: to obt4in the duke of Ormond's confent; 

Arlington came to Ormond in the king's name, and de

fired that he would not profecute Blood, for reafons 

which he was commanded to give him. The duke re
plied, that his majefry's commands were the only reafon, 

that could be given; and being fufficient, he might there

fore fpare the reft. Charles carried his kindnefs to Blood 

frill farther: He granted him an efrate of five hundred 
pounds a year in Ireland ; he encouraged his attendance 

about his perfon ; he fhowed him great countenance, and 

many applied to him for promoting their pretenfions at 

court. And while old Edwards, who had bravely ven

tured his life, and had been wounded, in defending the 
crown and regalia, was forgotten and negleCted, this 

man, who deferved only to be fl:ared at, and deteftcd as 

a monfter, became a kind of favourite. 

ERRORS of this nature in private life have often as 

bad an influence as mifcarriages, in which the public iS 

more immediately concerned. Another incident hap-
. H ~ 4 pcncd 
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C H ~ P. pened this }rear, which infufed a g:eneral difplcafure, and 
LX\. u • 

~ fi!ll greater apprchenfions, into all men. The dutchefs 
1671

• of York died ; and in her lafr ficknefs, fne made open 

profeffion of the omifh religion, and finilhed her life in 

that communion. This put an end to that thin difguifc, 

which the duke had hitherto worne; and he now openly 

Duke de- declared his converfion to the church of Rome. U nac-
d:ne> h m- r. 
felfcatho ic, countable terrors of popery, ever 11nce the acceffion of the 

houfe of Stuart, had prevailed throughout the nation; 

but .thefe had formerly been found fo groundlefs, and had 

been employed to fo many bad purpofcs, that furmifes of 

this nature were l ikely to meet with the lcfs credit among 

all men of fcnfe; and nothing but the duke's imprudent 

bigotry could have convinced the whole nation of his 

change of religion. Popery, which had hitherto been 

• only a hideous fpeche, was now become a real ground of 

terror; being openly and zealoufly embraced by the heir 

to the crown, a prince of indufiry and enterprize; while 

the king himfclf was not entirely free from like fufpi

cions. 

IT is probable, that the new alliance with France in

fpired the duke with the courage to make open profeffion 

of his religion, and rendered him more carelefs of the 

affections and efi:cem of the Englifh. This alliance be

came every day more apparent. Temple was declared tQ 

be no longer ~mbaffador to the States; and Downing, 

whom the Dutch regarded as the inveterate enemy of their 

republic, was fent over in his fie<.d. A ground of quar-: 

rel was fought by means of a yacht, difpatched for lady 

Tqnple, The captain failed through the Dutch Beet, 

which lay on th~ir own coafi:s; a~1d he had orders to 

make them !hike, to fire on them, and to perfevere till 

they fhould return his fire. The Dutch admiral, Van 
Ghent, furprifed at this bravado, came on board the 

y~cht~ ~!1d expreffed his will!ngne ~s to pay refpeCl: to the 
• Britifu 
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Britilh llag, according to former praCl:ice: But tnat a c H A P. 

fleet, on their own coafrs, fhould il:rike to a fingle veffel, ~ 
and that not a fhip of war, was, he faid, fuch an inno- 16H• 

vation, that he dudl: not, without exprefs orders, agree 
to it. The captain, thinking it dangerous to repew 
firing in the midfi: of the Dutch .fleet, continued his 
voyage ; anq for that neglect of orders was committed to 
the T'ower. 

THIS incident, however, furnifhed Downing with a 
new article to encrcafe thofe vain pretences, on which it 
was propofed to ground the intended rupture. The _Eng~ 
lifh court delayed feveral months before they complained; 
left, if they had demanded fatisfaB:ion more early, the 
Dutch might have had time to grant it. Even when 
Downing delivered his memorial, he was bound by his 
infiruCl:ions not to accept of any fatisfaCl:ion after a certain 
number of days; a very imperious manner of negotiating, 
and impraB:icable in Holland, where the forms of the 
republic render delays abfolutely unavoidable. An an
fwer, however, though refufc.d by Downing, was fent 
over to London; with an ambaffador extraordinary, who 
had orders to ufe c-very expedient, that might give fatif.
faB:ion to the court of England. That court replied, 
that the anfwer of the Hollanders vv-as ambiguous and ob
fcurc; but they would not fpecify the articles or exprcf .. 
fions, which were liable to that objeCtion. The Dutch 
ambau~dor defired the Englifu minifrry to draw the anfwer 
in what terms they pleafed; and he engaged to fign it: 
The Engliih miniftry replied, that it was not their bufi
nefs to draw papers for the Dutch. The ambalfador 
brought them the draught of an article, and afked them 
whether it was fatisfaB:ory: The Englifu anfwered, that, 
when he had figned and delivered it, they would tell him 
their mind concerning it. The Dutchman refolved to 
:!ign it at a venture.; and on his demanding a new con-

ference, 
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~ ~x~.P. ference, an hour w~s appointeq for that purpofe: B~t 
\.--v-..J when he attended, the Englifh refufed to enter upon bu-

J?7I· finefs, and told him, that the feafon for negotiating was 
n,ow pafi: k. 

J67~· LoNG and frequent prorpgations w~re made of the par-
liament; left the houfes fhould declare t!lemfelves with 
vigour againft counfels, {o oppoftte to the inclination as 
well as intereft of the public. Could we fuppofe, that 

Charles, in his alliance againft Holland, really meant the 
good of his people, that mcafure muft pafs for an extra
ordinary, nay, a romantic, frrain of patriotifm, whic~ 
cpuld lead him, in fpite of all difficulties, and even in 
fpite of themfelves, to feek th~ happinefs of the nation. 
l3ut every ftep, whi~h he took in this affair, became a 
proof to all men of penetration, that the prefcnt war was 
intended againft the religion and liberties of his own fub

jeCl:s, even more than againft the Dutch themfclvcs. .fie 
now aCl:cd in every thing, as if he were already an abfo
lute mo~1arch, and was never mo.re to lie under the con

troul of national affemblie~. 

T'HE long prorog~tions of parliame!lt, if they freed the 
king from the importunate remonfirances of that afiem
bly, were however attended with this inconvenience, that 
no money could be procured to carry on the military pre
parations againft Holland. Under pretence of maintain
ing the triple league, which, at that very time, he had 
firmly refoived to break, Charles had ob~ained a large fup

ply from the commons~ but this money was foon cxhaufied 

by debts and expences. France had ftipulated to pay two 
hundred thoufand pounds a year during the war; but that 
fupply was inconfiderable, compared to the immenfe 

charge of the Englifh navy. It feemed as yet premature 
to venture on levying money, without confent of parlia-

it ~P&Iand'~ Appe;1l, p. 7.2• 

ment; 
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~ncnt; fince the power of taxing themfelves was the pri- c H A ~· 

vilege, of which the Englilh were, with reafon, particu .. ~ 
larly jealous. Some other refource mufr be fallen on. 167:.. 

The king had declared, that the fiaff of treafurer was 

ready for any one, that could find an expedient for [up-

plying the prefent neceffities. Shaftelbury dropped a hint 

to Clifford, which the latter immediately feized, and car-

ried to tbe 'king, who granted him the promifed reward, 

together with a peerage. 1"'his expedient was ihutting 

up. the Exchequer, and retaining all the payments, which 

fhould be made into it. 

1-r had been ufual for the bankers to carry their money ~a Janu~ry,; 
~ . · Exchequer 

~o the Exchequer, and to advance It upon fccurity of the ihut, 

funds, by which they were afterwards re-imburfed, when 

the money was levied on the public. The bankers, by 
this traffic, got eight, fometimes ten, per cent. for fums, 
which eith.er ?ad been con11gned to them without interefr~ 
or which they h:1d borrowed at fix per cent. : Profits, 

which they dearly paid for by this egregious breach of 

public faith, The meafure was fo fuddenly taken, that 

none had warning of the danger. A general confufion 

prevailed in the city, followed by the ruin of many. 

The bankers fl:opped payment; the merchants could an-
fwer no bills; difl:ru{}: took place every where, with a 
!tagnation of commerce, by which the public was univer-
fally affeCI:ed. And men, full of difmal apprchenfions, 

afked each other, what mufr be the [cope of thofe myfl:e-

rious counfels, whence the parliament and all men of 

honour were e~cludcd, and which commenced by the for-

feiture of public credit, and an open violation of the moft 

folemn engagements, both foreign and domeftic. 

ANOTHER meafurc of the court contains fomething Declaratio~ 

laudable, when confidercd in itfelf; but if we reRe4 on :~~~;:l
the motive whence it proceeded, as well as the time when 

it was embraced, it will furniili a fl:rong proof of the 
· ' arbitrarr 
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H A P. arbitrary and dangerous counfels, purfued at prefent by 
LX~ the king and his miniftry. Charles rcfolved to make ufe 
t67z. of his fupreme power in eccle:fiaftical matters; a power, 

he f.1.id, which was not only inherent in him, but which 
rth:March. had been recognized by feveral atl:s of parliarr.ent. By 
"" virtue of this authority, he iffued a procla~1ation; fuf

pending the penal laws, enaCl:ed againft all nonconformifts 
or recufants whatfoever; and granting to the proteftant 
diffenters the public exercife of their religion, to the ca
tholics the excrcife of it in private houfes. A fruitlefs 
experiment of this kind, oppofed by the parliament, and 
retracted by the king, had already been made a few years 
after the reftoration ; but Charles expected, that the par
liament, whenever it lhould meet, would now be tameq 
tc;> greater fubmiffion, and would no longer dare to con
troul his meafures. Meanwhile, the diffenters, the mofr 
inveterate enemies to the court, were mollified by thefe 
indulgent maxims : And the Catholics, under their lhel
ter, enjoyed more liberty than the laws had hithertQ 
allowed them. 

AT the fame time, the aCl: of navigation was fufpended 
by royal will and p1eafure: A meafure, which, thougb 
a :llretch of prerogative, feemed ufeful to commerce, 
while all the feamen were employed on board the royal 
navy. A like fufpen:fion h~d been granted, during the 
nrfi Dutch war, and was not much remarked ; becaufe 
men had, at that time, entertained lefs jealoufy of the 
crown. A proclamation was alfo iffued, containing rigo· 
rous claufes in favour of preffing : Another full of me
naces -againfr thofe who prefumed to fpeak undutifully of 
his majefiy's meafures, and even againfi: thofe who heard 
fuch difcourfe, unlefs they informed in due time againfr 
the offenders: Another againfi importing or vending any 
fon of painted earthen ware, " except thofe of China, 
~' upon pain of being grievoufly fined:~ and fuffering the 

" utmoft 
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" utmofi punifhment, which might be lawfully inflicted c H A P. 

" upon contemners of his majefiy's royal authority." I.xv. 
An army had been levied; and it was found, that difci-~ 
pline could not be enforced without the exercife of martial 

law, which was therefore efrablifhed by order of council, 

though contrary to the petition of right. All thefe acts 

of power) how little important foever in thcmfelves, fa-

voured frrongly of arbitrary government, and were no-

wife fuitable to that legal adminifi:ration, which the par-

liament, after fuch violent convulfions and civil wars, 

had hoped to have efrablifhcd in the kingdom. 
IT may be worth remarking, that the lord-keeper re

fufcd to affix the great feal to the declaration for fufpending 

the penal laws ; and was for that reafon, though under 

other pretences, removed from his office. Shafteiliury 

was made chancellor in his place ; and thus another men

her of the Cabal received the rew:1rd of his counfels. 

FoREIGN tranfaB:ions kept pace with thefe domefiic Attack of 

A b t: h d l . f the Sm~~ • 
occurrences. n attempt, e1ore t e ec arat;on o war, fic<;;t, 

was made on the Dutch Smyrna fleet by Sir Robe.rt 
Holmes. That fleet confifred of feventy fail, valued at a 
million and a half; and the hopes of feizing fo rich a 
prey had been a great motive for engaging Charles in the 

prefent war, and he had confide red that capture as a prin
cipal refource for fupporting his military entcrprizes 

Holmes, with nine frigates and three yachts, h:1d orders 

to go on this command; and he pafred Spr3.gue in the 

channel, who was returning home with .a fquadron from 
a cruize in the Mediterranean. Sprague informed him of 

the near approach of the Hollanders ; and had not Holmes, 

from a dcfire of engroffing the honour and profit of the 
enterprize, kept the fecret of his orders, the conjunction 

of thefe fquadrons had rendered the fuccefs infallible. 

When Holmes approached the Dutch, he put on an ami-
c;able appearance, ,and invited the admiral, Van Nefs, 13thMarch; 

6 whQ 
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c H A P. who commanded the con'(roy· , to come on board. of hirri 1 
u~ . 
~ One of his captains gave a like infidious invitation to the 
. t6rz.. tear-admiral. But thefe officers were on their guard. 

They had received an intimation of the hofiile intentions 
of the Engliili; arid had already put all the !hips of war 
and merchant-meri in an excellent pofiure of defence. 
Three times were they valiantly affailed by the Engli!h; 
and as often did they valiantly defend themfclves. In the 
third attack one of the Dutch !hips of war was taken; 
Zna three or four of their mofr inconfiderable merchant
men fell into the enemies' hands~ 'I'he teft; nghtilig 
'\vith fRill and codrage~ continued their courfe; and fa
voured by a mifr, got fafe into their own harbours. 'I'his 
attempt is denominated perfidious and pyratical by the 
Dutch writers; ahd evert by many of the Engliih. It 
tllctits at leafr the appellation of irregular ; and as it had 
been attended with bad fuccefs, it brought douHle lham:e 
ilpon the contrivers. The Englifh mini£hy endeavoured 
to apologize for the action, by pretending that it was a 
cafual rentounter, arifing from the obfi.inacy of the Dutch, 
in refufing the honours of the flag : But the cont ary was 
fo well known, tliat even Holmes himfelf h~d not the 
aJfurance to perfifr in this affeveration. 

,TILL this incident the States, notwithfl:anding all the 
menaces and preparations of the Engliih, never believed 
them thoroughly in earnefr; and had always expecred, 
that the affair would terminate, either in fome demands 
of money, or in fome propofals for the advancement of 
the prince of Orange. 'I"'he French themfelves had never 
much reckoned on affifbnce from England ; and fcarcely 
could believe, that their ambitious projelcrs would, con
trary to every maxim of honour and policy, be forwarded 
by that power, which was moft intcrefied, and mofr able 
to oppofe them. But Charles was too far advanced to 
retreat. He immediately ilfued a declaration of war 

againft 
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:lgainft the Dutch; and furely reafons more fal'fe arid fri- c H A p~ 

1 1 d . n·f fl .v . LXV. vo ous never were emp oye to JUul y a agrant vwlatwn ~ 
of treaty. Some complaints are there made of inj'uries 1672.. 

cl h E 11 I d" h" h h IithMarch. one tot e an 11 ta company, w 1c yet t at company war ue-
difavowed: The detention of fome Englifh in Surinam ~~1~!n~~th 
is mentioned; though it appears, that thefe perfons had 
voluntarily remained there: The refufal of a Dutch fleet 
on their own coafl:s to firike to an Englilh yacht, is much 
aggravated : And to piece up all thefe pretenfions, fome 
abufive pictures are mentioned, and reprefented as a ground 
of quarrel.. The Dutch were long at a lofs what to 
make of this article ; till it was difcovered, that a portrait 
of Cornelius de Wit, brother to the penfionary, painted 
by order of certain magifl:rates of Dort, and hung up in 
a chamber of the town-houfe, had given occafion to the 
complaint. In the perfpeB:ive of this portrait, the 
painter had drawn fome !hips on fire in a harbour. This 
wa confirued to be Chatham, where de Wit had really 
difringuilhed himfelf, and had acquired honour; but 
little did he imagine, that, while the infult itfelf, com-
mitted in open war, had fo long been forgiven, the 
picture of it fhould draw fuch fevere vengeance upon hi• 
country. 'I'he conclufion of this manifefto, where the 
king frill profefied his refolution of adhering to the triple 
alliance, was of a piece with the refl: of it. 

LEwis's declaration of war contained more dignity, 
if undifguifed violence and injuftice could merit that 
appellation. He pretended only, that the behaviour of 
the Hollanders had been fuch, that it did not confift with. 
his glory any longer to bear it. That monarch's prepa
rations were in great forwardnefs ; and his ambition was 
flattered with the moft promifing views of fuccefs. 
Sweden was detached from the triple league: The bilhop 
of Munfier was engaged by the payment of fubfidies to 
take part with France: The eleCtor of Cologne had 

entered 
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c H A P, entered into the fame alliance; and having confignecl 
~ Bonne and other towns into the hands of Lewis, maga-

1~1'1.• zines were there eretl:ed; and it was from that quarter 
that France propofed to invade the United Provinces. 
The fl:anding force of that kingdom amounted to a 

hundred and eighty thoufand men ; and wjth more than 
half of this great army was the French king now ap

proaching to the Dutch frontiers. The order, reconomy, 
and indufrry of Colbert, fubfervient equally to the am
bition of the prince and happinefs of the people, fur .. 
nifhed unexhaufred treafures: Thefe, employed by the 
unrelenting vigilance of Louvois, fupplied every military 
preparation, and facilitated all the entcrprizes of the 

army: Conde, Turenne, feconded by Luxembourg, 
Creq ui, and the m oft renowned generals of the age, 
conduCl:ed this army, and by the1r conduCt and reputation 
infpired courage into every one. The monarch himfelf, 
f urrounded with a brave nobility, animated his troops by 
the profpeet of reward, or, what was more valued, by 

the hopes ~f his approbation. The fatigues of war gave 
no interruption to gaiety : Its dangers furnifhed matter 
for glory : And in no enterprize did the genius of that 

gallant and polite people ever break out with more difrin
guilhed lufrre: 

THoUGH de Wit's intelligence in foreign courts wa3 

not equal to the vigilance of his domcfric adminifrration, 
he had, long before, received many furmifes of this fatal 

confederacy ; but he prepared not for defence, fo early or 
with fuch indufrry, as the danger required. An union of 
England with France was evidently, he faw, defrrutl:ive 
to the interefts of the former kingdom; and therefore, 
overlooking or ignorant of the humours and fecret views 
of Charles, he concluded it impoffiblc, that fuch per

nicious projetl:s could ever really be carried into execution. 

Secure in this fallacious reafon·ing, he allowed the re pub .. 
lie 
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lie to remain too long in that defencelefs fituation, into c H A P, 

which many concurring accidents had confpired to throw ~ 
her. r67z. 

BY a continued and fuccefsful application to commerce, Weakners of 

th 1 b l.k d fid d . l the States, e peop e were ecome unwar 1 e, an con e entire y 

for their defence in that mercenary army, which they 
maintained. After the treaty of Weftphalia, the States, 
trufl:ing to their peace with Spain, and their alliance with 
France, had broken a great part of this army, and did 
not fupport with fufficient vigilance the difcipline of the 
troops which remained. When the ariftocratic party 
prevailed, it was thought prudent to difmifs many of the 
old experienced officers, who were devoted to the houfe 
of Orange; and their place was fupplied by raw youths, 
the fons or kinfmen of burgomafters, by whofe intere!t 
the party was fupported. Thefe new officers, relying on 
the credit of their friends and family, negleCl:ed their 
military duty; and fome of them, it is faid, were even 
allowed to ferve by deputies, to whom they affigned a 
fmall part of their pay. During the war with England, 
all the forces of that nation had been difbanded : Lewis's 

invafion of Flanders, followed by the triple league, 

occafioned the difmiffion of the French regiments: And 
the place of thefe troops, which had ever had a chief 
fhare in the honour and fortune of all the wars in the 
Low Countries, had not been fupplied by any new levies. 

DE WIT, fenfiblc of this dangerous fituation, and 
alarmed by the reports which came from all quarters, 
exerted himfelf to fupply thofe defects, to which it was 
not eacy of a fudden to provide a fuitable remedy. But 
every propofal, which he could make, met with oppofition 
from ~:he Orange party, now become extremely formidable. 
The long and uncontrouled adminiftration of this {l::atef ... 
man had begot envy: The prefent incident! roufed up 
his enemies and ~pponents, who afcribed to his mif-

Y Olu Vll~ I i conduct 
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c H -\. P. t:onducr alone the bad fituation of the republic: And, 
LX V. } .a: n.. h . 

~.-.....1 above al!, the popu ar auecu9n to t e young pnncc, 
l
672

• • which had fo lor.g been held in violent conihaint, and 

had thence acqu'red new acceffion of force, began t~ 

~ifpLy itfclf, 2nd to threaten the corranonwealth with 

[OI .e g e~t convuHi.on. Wi!liam III, prince of Orange, 

was in t..e twcnty-fecond year of his age, and gave :fhong 

indica ions of thoG t:,rc~.t qualities, by which his life was 
aft rwards fo rpuch di ;I ~uiihed . De Wit himfelf, by 
~iv:n('" h!m an excellent c.ducation, ::.•ntl in:fl:rueting him 
0 1:> 

in all t1 e principles of government a~d found policy, 
had gcncrc• fly contributed to make his rival fo~J?idable. 

Dreadiqg the precarious fituation of his own party, he 

~·:: s always refolvcd, he faid, by conveying to the prince 

the knowledge of affairs, to render him capable of fcrvin.g 

. his c \lntry, if any future e~ergcnce fhould ever throw 

the adminifrration into his hands. 'I'he conduct ~Jf 

\Villi am had hitherto been extremely laudable. Not
withfranding his powerful alliances with England and 
Brandenburgh, 1 e had cxpreiTcJ his reli lution of depen~
ing entirdy o~ the States for his advanremrnt; and the 

w .olc tenor of his behaviour fuitcd xtrcmely the genius 

. of tl:at people. Silent and thoughtful ; given to hear 
~nd. to enquire; of a found and :fi dy under:fl:anding; 
.firm in what he once refolved, or once denied; ftrongly 

intent on b fin"fs, lit 1c on pleafure : By thcfe Yirtues he 
cng~ged tLe attention of ai men. And the people, fen
fiolc that they owed their liberty, and very exificnce, 
to his family, and rc:memh!·inz. that his great uncle, 
1\!Iaurice, h~d bl.!en able, even m mo1c y arly yot!th, to 

defend J.em againfl: the exorbit<..I t power of Sp:1in, were 

defirous ot raifinn- this prince to all the authority of his 
ance:fl:ors J .m( hop , fror his valour and con duet alone, 

to recei e p1 oH.etion againfi: thofe imm.jJ1e:nt dangers, 

~~it~ ~~ic~ they w re at prefent threatened: 

WHII.P. 
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WHILR thefe two powerful factions ftruggled for C H A P • 
.r. • • cl L{V. 
1upenonty, every fcheme for efence was oppofed, every~ 

projeCt retarded. What was determined with difficulty, 167:• 

was executed without vigour.· Levies indeed were made, 
and the army compleatcd to feventy thoufand men 1: The 

prince was appointed both general and admiral of the 
commonwealth, and the whole military power was put 
into his hands. But new troops could not of a fudden 
acquire difcipline and experience: And the partizans or 
the prince were frill unfc'ltisfied, as long as the perpetual 
edifl, fo it was called, remained in force; by which he 
was excltrded from the fl:adthold~rfhip, and from all fhare 
in the civil adminifrration. 

IT had always been the maxim of de 'Vit's party to 
cultivate naval affairs with extreme care, and to give the 
:fleet a preference above the army, which they reprefcnted 
as the object of an unreafonabie partiality in the princes 
of Orange. The two violent wars, which had of late 
been waged with Et1gland, had exercifed the valour, ana 
improved the fkill of the failors. And, above all, tie 
Ruytcr, the greate.!l: fea commander of the age, was 
clofcly conneB:ed with the Lovefrc!n party; and every 

one was difpofed, with confidence and alacrity, to obey 
him. The equipment of the fleet w s therefore hafrened 
by de Wit; in hopes, that, by fl:riking at firft a fuccefs
ful blow, he might infpire courage into the difmayed 
States, and fupport his own declining authority. He 
feems to have been, in a peculiar manner, enraged againfl: 
the Englifh ; and he rcfol vcd to take revenge on them for 
their conduct, of which, he thought, he himfelf and his 
country had fuch reafon to complain. By the offer of a 
clofe alliance and confederacy for mutual defence, they 
had feduced the republic to quit the alliance of France; 
~ut no fooner had fhe embraced thcfe meafures, than 

1 Temple, vol. i. P• 75• 

I i 2 
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C ~xt P. they formed leagues for her defrruclion, with that very 
~power, which they had treacheroufly engaged her to 

167~. offend. In the midfr of full peace, nay, during an inti

mate union, they had attacked her commerce, her only 

means of fubfift-ence; and, moved by fuameful rapacity, 

had invaded that property, which, from a reliance on 
their faith, they had hoped to find unproteCl:ed and 
defepcelefs. Contrary to their own vifible intereft, as 

well as to their honour, they frill retained a malignapt 

tefentment for her fuccefsful conclufion of the former 
war; a war, which had, at .firfr, fprung from their own 
wanton infolence apd ambition. To reprefs fo dangerous 

an enemy, would, de Wit imagined, give peculiar plea
fure, and contribute to the future fecurity of his country, 
whofe profperity was fo much the object of general envy. 

Eattle o( 
S"lebay. 
:..Sth M~y~ 

AcTUATEP by like motives and views, de Ruyter put 
to fea with a formidable fleet, confifiing of ninety-one 
fhips of war and forty-four .fire-fhips. Cornelius de Wit 
was on board, as deputy from the States. They failed in 
queft of the Engliih, w~o were under the command of 
the duke of York, and who had already joined the French 
under marefchal d'Etn!es. The combined fleets lay at 
Solebay in a very negligent pofiure; and Sandwich, be
ing an experienced officer, had given the duke warning 
of the danger; but received, it is faid, fuch an anfwer as 
intimated, that there was more of caution than of courage 
in his apprehenfions. Upon the appearance of the enemy~ 
every one ran to his poft with precipitation, and many 
!hips were obliged to cu-t their cables, in order to be in 

readiqefs. Sandwich commanded the van; and though 
determined to co-nquer or to periih, he fo tempered his 
courage with prudence, that the whole fleet was vifibly 
indebted to him for its fafety. He hafiened out of the 
bay, where it had been eafy for de Ruyter with his fire

jhips ~o h~ve deftroyed the combined fleets, which were 
· · crowded 
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crowded together; and by this wife meafure he gave time c H A P. 

to the duke of York, who commanded the main body, ~ 
and to marefchal d'Etrees, admiral of the rear, to dif- t6p. 

engage themfelves. He himfelf meanwhile ruihed into 
battle with the Hollanders; and by prefenting himfelf to 
every danger, had drawn upon him all the bravefr of the 
enemy. He kil1ed Van Ghent, a Dutch admiral, and 
beat off his £hip: He funk another lhip, which ventured 

to lay him aboard: He funk three fire-fhips, which en· 
deavoured to grapple wit~ him: And though his veffel 

Was torn in pieces with fhot, and of a thoufand men 
file contained, near fix hundred were laid dead upon the 
deck, he continued frill to thunder with all his artillery 
in the midfi: of the enemy. But another fire-fhip, more 
fortunate than the preceding, having laid hold of his 
veffel, her defi:ruetion was now inevitable. Warned by 
Sir Edwatd Haddock, his captain, he refufed to make 
his efcape, and bravely embraced death as a fhelter from Sandwicl1 

that ignominy• which a raih expreffion of the duke, he killed. 

thought, had thrown upon him. 

DuRING this fierce engagement with Sandwich, de 
Ruyter remained not inaB:ive. He attacked the duke of 
York, and fought him with fuch fury for above two 
hours, that of two and thirty aB:ions, · in which that 
admiral had been engaged, he declared this combat to 
be the mofr obftinately difputed. The duke's fuip was fo 
fhattered, that he was obliged to leave her, and remove 

his flag to another. His fquadron was overpowered with 
numbers; till Sir Jofeph Jordan, who had fucceeded ta 

Sandwich's command, came to his affiftance; and the 
fight, being more equally balanced, was continued till 
night, when the Dutch retired, and were not followed 
by the Engliili. The lofs fufl:ained by the fleets of the 
two maritime power was nearly equal, if it did not 

I i 3 r.ather . 
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C ::X~. P. rather fall more heavy on the Engliih. The French 

~~ fuffcred very little, becaufe they had fcarcely been en-
1672" gaged in the aCtion; and as this backwardnefs is not their 

national character, it was concluded, that they had re

ceived orders to fpare thelr £hips, while the Dutch and 

Engliili :lhould weaken each other by their mutual ani
mofity. Almofr all the other aCtions during the prefent 

war tended to confirm this fufpicion . 

IT might be deemed honourabl~ for the Dutch to have 
fought wit~ fome advantage the combined fleets of two 
fuch povrerful nations; but nothing lefs than a complete 

viCl:ory could ferve the pm·pofe of de Wit, or fave his 
country from thofe calamities, which from every quarter 
threatened to overwhelm her. He had expecred, that the 
French would make their attack on the fide of l'vlaeftricht, 

which was well fortified, and provided with a good 
garrifon; but Lewis, taking advantage of his alliance 

with Cologne, refolved to invade the enemy from that 
quarter, which he knew to be more feeble and defence
lefs. The armies of that elector, and thofe of Munfrer 

appeared on the other fide of the Rhine, and divided the 

force and attention of the States. The Dutch troops, 

too weak to defend fo extenfi ve a frontier, were fcattered 

into fo many towns, that no confiderable body remained 
in the field; and a fhong garrifon was fcarcely to be 

14th May. found in any fortrefs. Lewis paffed the l\1eufe at Vifet; 
Progrefs of and laying fiege to Orfoi, a town of the eleCtor of Bran
the French. den burgh, but garrifoned by the Dutch, he carried it in 

three days. He divided his army, and invefted at once 

Burik, Wefel, Emerik, and Rhimberg, four places regu

larly fortified, and not unprovided of troops ; In a few 

clays all thefe places were furrendered. A general afro

ni!hment had feized the Hollanders, from the combination 

. of fuch powerful princes againft the republic; and no 

· whe,rc was refiftance made, fuitablc to th~ ap,cient ~lory 
~· 

.I 
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r prefent greatnefs of the fl:ate. Governors without c y{ A 1' • 
. · LXV. 

experience commanded troops without difcip1ine; and '-v--J 

defpair had univerfally extirtgui£hed that fenfe of honour, I67"· 

by which alone, men, in fuch dangerous extremities, 

can be animated to a valorous defence. 

LEWIS ad.vanced to the banks of the Rhine, which he 1.d June; 

prep:tred to pafs. rro all the other calamities of the 
Dutch was· added the extreme drought of the feafon, by 

which the greatefl: rivers were much diminifhed, and in 
fome places rendered fordable. The French cavalry, 

animated by the prefence of their prince, full of impetu-

ous courage, but rang~d in exaB: order, flung thcmfelves 

into ttlC river: The infantry paff-.~d !n boats : A few 

regiments of Du~"h appeared on the o~her fide, who were 

unable to make rcf -ancc. And thus was executed with-

out danger, but not without glory, the paffage of the 
Rhine; io much cclebr:1teJ, at t 1at tit e, by the flattery 

of tHe French courtiers, aPd tranfmi~ted to pofterity by 
the more durable fl.attc ty of their poets. 

EAcH fuccefs adJed courage to the conquej_"ors, and. 

fhuck the v:mqui£hed ith difmay. The prince or 

Orange, though pruden beyond his age, was b 1t newly 

advanced to the comman ', unacqu~inted with the army~ 
unknown to them ; and ali men, by reafon of the violent 

faCtions which prevailel , we're uncertain of the aut 10rity!) 

on which they muft depe;1d. It ·was expeCt d, that the 

fort of Skir k, famous for the fiegcs which it had for

merly fuibined, would make fome re:fi!bnce; but it 
yielded to Turcnnc in a few days. "rhe fame gcnerjl 
made himfelf mdl:cr of Arnheim, Knotzembour;, and 

Nimcguen, as foon as he app"'arcd before them. Doe•
bourg at the fame time opened its gates to Le vis : Soon 

after, Harderwic, Amersfort, Campc.n, Rhcnc J, Viane, 

E!berg, Zwol, Cuilemberg, agcnit ;uu , Lod1em, 

~V <:>crd n, fell into the enemie ' h. nd . · roll a1 d 
I i 4 eventer 
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C H A P. Deventer furrendered to the marefchal Luxembourg; 
LXV. M 
~who commanded the troops· of unfl:er. And every 

J6t:. hour brought to the States news of the rapid progrefs of 
the French, and of the cowardly defence of their own 
garrifons. 

THE prince of Orange, with h:s fmall and difcouraged 
army, retired into the province of Holland; where he 
expeB:ed, from the natural fl:rength of the country, fince 
all h urn an art and courage failed, to be able to make fome 
refifl:ance. The town and province of Utrecht fent de
puties, and furrendered themfelves to Lewis. Naerden, 
a place within three leagues of Amfl:erdam, was feized 
by the marquis of Rochfort ; and had he pulhed on to 
l\!Iuyden, he had cafily got poffeffion of it. Fourteen 
ftragglers of his army having appeared before the gates of 
that town, the magifi:rates fent them .the keys; but a. 
fervant maid, who was alone in the cafile, having raifed 
the drawbridge, kept them from taking poffeffion of that 
fortrefs. The magifrrates afterwards, finding the party 
fo weak, made them drunk, and took the keys from them. 
Muyden is fo near to Amfterdam, that its cannon may 
infeft the !hips which enter that city. · 

, 5th June, LEWIS with a fplendid court made a folemn entry into 
Utrecht, full of glory, becaufe every where attended wit~ 
fuccefs; though more owing to the co~ardice and mif
condua of his enemies, than to his own valour or pru
dence. Three provinces were already in his hands, 
Guelderland, Overyifel, and Utrecht; Groninghen was 
threatened; Friezeland lay expofed: The only difficulty 
lay in Holland and Zealand ; and the monarch deliberated 
concerning the proper meafures for reducing them. 
Conde and Turenne exhorted him to difinantle all the 
towns, which he had taken, except a few; and fortifying 
his main army by the garrifons, put himfelf in a condi
tio.a of pufuing his conquefts. Louvois, hoping that 

z the 
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t e other provinces, weak and difmayed, would prove an c H A P. 
. . u~ 

eafy prey, advifed h1m to keep poffeffion of places, wh1ch ~ 

might afterwards ferve to retain the people in fubjeB:ion. 1671• 

His council was followed ; though it was found, foon 

after, to have been the mofl: impolitic. 

MEANWHILE the people, throughout the republic, in- Conlt-ern2.• 

fiead of colleB:ing a noble indignation againfl: the haughty g:~c~ th~: 

conqueror, difcharged their rage upon their own unhappy · 

minifl:er, on whofe prudence and integrity every one· 

formerly befl:owcd the merited applaufe. The bad con-

dition of the armies was laid to his charge : The ill 

choice of governors was afcribed to his partiality : As 

infl:ances of cowardice multiplied, treachery was fufpeB:-

ed; and his former connections with France being re

membered~ the populace believed, that he and his parti-

zans had now combined to betray them to their mofr 

mortal enemy. The prince of Orange, notwithfianding 

his youth and inexperience, was looked on as the only 

faviour of the :Rate; and men were violently driven by 

their fears into his party, to which they had always been 

led by favour and inclination. 

AMSTERDAM alone feemed to retain fome courage; 

and by forming a regular plan of defence, endeavoured to 

infufe fpirit into the other cities. The magifl:rates ob

Jiged the burgeffes to keep a fl:ria watch : The populace, 

whom want of employment might engage to mutiny, 

were maintained by regular pay, and armed for the de

fence of the public. Some iliips, which lay ufelefs in 

the harbour, were refitted, and fl:ationed to guard the city: 

And the fluices being opened, the neighbouring country, 

without regard to the damage fufl:ained, was laid under 

water. All the province followed the example, and 

fcrupled not, in this extremity, to refiore to the fea thofe 

fertile fields, which with great art and expence had been 

won from it .. 
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c H A P. THE fiates were a!fembled, to confider, whether any 

~ means were left to fave the remains of their lately flou-
167z. riihing, and now difirefied Commonwealth. Though 

they were furroundcd with waters, which barred all ac

ccfs to the enemy, their deliberations were not conduC!:ed 
with that tranquillity, which ·could alone fuggeil: mea

fures, proper to extricate them from their prefent diffi
culties. The noblcs gave their vote, that provided their 
religion, liberty, and fovcr ~ ignty could be faved, every 
thing elfe fhould without fcruple be facrificed to the con

queror. Eleven towns concurred in the fame fentiments. 

Amfierdam fingly declared againfr all treaty with info-

1 nt and triumphant enemies : But notwithftanding that 

oppo:fition, anlbaffadors were difpatc::hed to implore the 

.pity of the two combined n.onarchs. It wa., 1olved to 

{acrifice to Lewis, Macfiricht and . all the frontier towns, 

which lay without the bounds of the feven provinces; and 

to pay him a large fum for the charges of the war. 

LEWIS deliberated with his mini:flers Louvois and 

Pomponne, concerning the meafures which he fhould 
embrace in the prefent emergence; and fortunately for 

Europe, he frill preferred the violent counfels of the 

former. He offered to evacuate his conquefts on con

dition, that all duties lately impofed on the commodities 
of France, fbould be ta!cen off: That the public exer·
ci!e of the Romdh religion fhould be permitted in the 

U nitcd Provinces ; the churches fhared with the catholics; 

and their pricfi:s maintained by appointments from the 

States : 1"'hat all the frontier towns of the republic 

il10uld be yielded to him, together with Nimeguen, 

Skink, Knotzembourg, and that part of Gu~lderland 

which lay on the other fide of the Rhine ; as likewife 
the ifle _of Bommel, that of V oorn, the fortrefs of St. 
Andrew, thofe of Louvefrein and Crevecceur: That the 

States !hould pay him the fum of twenty millions of 
· · livre~ 
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l~vtes for the charges of the war: That they {houlcl everv c HA P. 

year fend him a folcmn embafly, and prcfcnt him witl ~ ~~ 
gold medal, as an acknowleJg nent, that they owed to J6r:z.. 

him the prefervation of that liberty, which, by the affift-

ance of his predecelfors, they had formerly acquired: And 

that they fuould give entire fatisfachon to the king of 

Eng\and : And he allowed them but ten days for the ac-

ceptance of thefe demands. 

THE ambafladors, fent to London, met with fi:ill worfe 
reception: No miniftcr was allowed to treat with them ; 

and they were retained in a kind of confinement. But 

notwithfi:anding this rigorous condutl: of the court, 
the prefence of the Dutch ambaffadors excited the fenti

ments of tender compaffion, and even indignation, among 

the people in general, but cfpecially among thofe who

could forefee the aim and rcfult of thofe dangerous coun

fels. The two moft powerful monarchs, they faid, in 
Europe, the one by b.nd, the other by fea, have, con

trary to the faith of folemn treaties, combined to exter

minate an illufi:rious republic : \Vhat a difmal profpeCl: 

does their fuccefs afFord to the neighbours of the one, 

and to the fubjeB:s of the other? Charles had formed 

the triple league, in order to reflrain the power of France: 

A fure proof, that he does not now err from ignorance. 

He had courted and obtained the applaufes of his people 

by that wife meafurc : As he now adopts contrary coun

fels, he mufr furely expetl: by their means to render him

felf independent of his people, whofe fentiments are 

become fo indifFerent to him. During the entire fub
miffion of the nation, and dutiful behaviour of the par

liament, dangerous · projeB:s, without provocation, are 

formed to reduce them to fubjccf on; and all the, foreign 

intercfl:s of the people arc {acrificcd, in order the more 

furely to bereave them of their do1 .cfric liberties. Left 

;;my in{bncc of fr~c om £houll .rcJI1~h1 within thci .. view, 
the 
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CH A P. the United Prov'lnces, the real barrier of England, mu!t 
~ be abandoned to the mofl: dangerous enemy of England ; 

167~. and by an univerfal combination of tyranny againfr laws 
and liberty, all mankind, who have retained, in any 
degree, their precious, though hitherto precarious, birth
tights, are for ever to fubmit to flavery and injufrice. 

THOUGH the fear of giving umbrage to his confederate 
had engaged Charles to treat the Dutch ambaffadors with 
fuch rigour, he was not altogether without uneafinefs; 
on account of the rapid and unexpeB:ed progrefs of the 
French arms. Were Holland entirely conquered, its 
whole commerce and naval force~ he perceived, mufr 
become an acceffion to France; the Spaniih Low Coun
tries mufr foon follow; and Lewis, now independent ot 
his ally, would no longer think it his interefr to fupport 
him againft his difcontented fubjeB:s. Charles, though 
he never carried his attention to very difiant confe
quences, could not but forefee thefe obvious events; and 
though incapable of envy or jealoufy, he was touched 
'With anxiety, when he found every thing yield to the 
French arms, while fuch vigorous refiftance was made 
to his own. He foon difmiffed the Dutch ambafl.adors; 
left they fhould cabal among his fubjeCls, who bore them 
great favour: But he fent over Buckingham and Arling
ton, and foon after lord Halifax, to negotiate anew with 
the French king, in the prefent profperous fituation of 
that monarch's affairs. 

THESE minifrers paffed through Holland; and as they 
were fuppofed to bring peace to the difrrefled republic, 
they were received every where with the loudeft accla
mations. " God blefs the king of England! God blefs 
" the prince of Orange ! Confufion to the States t 
This was every where the cry of the populace. The 
ambaffadors had feveral conferences with the States and 
the prince pf Orange; but made no reafonable advances 

towards 
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towards an accommodation. They went to Utrecht, where C HA P. 

they renewed the league with Lewis, and agreed, that nei-~ 
ther of the kings lhould make peace with Holland but by 167~· 

common confent. They next gave in their pretenfions, 
of which the following are the principal articles : That 
the Dutch lhould give up the honour of the .flag, with-
out the leafr referve or limitation; nor lhould whole 
fleets, even on the coafr of Holland, refufe to frrike or 
lower their topfails to the fmalleft £hip!! carrying the Bri-
tifh flag: That all perfons, guilty of treafon againft the 
}cing, or of writing feditious libels, fhould, on com-
plaint, be baniilied for ever the dominions of the States ; 
That the Dutch lhould pay the king a million fl:erling 
towards the charges of the war, together with ten thou-
fand pounds a-year for permiffion to fifh on the Briti.!h 
feas : That they fhould £hare the Indian trade with the 
Englifh : That the prince of Orange and his defcend-
;;tnts fhould enjoy the fovereignty of the United Provinces; 
at le4ft, that they fhould be invefted with the dignities of 
Stadtholder, Admiral, and General, in as ample a man-
per as had ever been enjoyed by any of his anceftors : 

' And that the ifle of W alcheren, the city and caftle of 
Slui~, together with the i!les of Cadfant, Gort!e, and 
Vorne, fhould be put into the king's hands, as a fecu
rity for the performance of articles. 

THE terms propofed by Lewis bereaved the republic 
of all fecurity againft any invafion by land from France: 
Thofc demanded by Charles expo fed them equally to an 
invafion by fea from England : And when both were 
united, they appeared abfolutely intolerable, and reduced 
~he Hollanders, who faw no means of defence, to the 
utmoft defpair. What extremely augmented their di
ftrefs, were the violent factions, with which they con
~inued to be every where agitated. De Wit, too perti
pacious in defence of h~ own fyftem of liberty, while 

dle 
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c H A P, the· very being of the Commonwealth was threatened, 

~ :fl:il I per fevered in O.f?pofing the repeal of the perpetual 
167~. cditl:, now become the object of horror to the Dutch 

popul?.ce. Their rage at !aft broke all bounds, and bore 

soth June. every thing before it. They rofe in an infurrcction at 

Dort, and by force conftrained their burgo-mafters to 
:fign the repeal, fo much demanded. 'I'his proved a 
fignal of a general revolt throughout all the pro 'inces. 

P1ince of AT Amfterdam, the Hague, Middlebourg, Rotter-
Oranre , 
Stactht-lder. dam, the people flew to arms, and trampling under foot 

the authority of their magiihates, obliged them to fub

mit to the prince of Orange. They expelled from their 

office fuch as difpleafcd them : They required the prince 

to appoint others in their place: And agreeably to the 

proceedings of the populace in all ages, provided they 
might wreak their vengeance on their fupcriors, . they 

xpreficd great indifference for the proteCtion of .their civil 

liberties. 

'rH:E fuperior talents and virtues of de Wit made him, 

. on this occafion, the chief objeCt of envy, and cxpofcd 

b ·m to the utmofr rage of popular prejudice. Four 

afilflins, ~au~ c.d 1 y 10 other motive than mifbken zeal, 

had afi:1.ulted him in the fheets ; and after giving him 

mar.y wounds, h~d left him for dead. One of them 

wa3 puni!hed: The others were never quc:fiioned for 

th ir crime. His brother, Cornelius, who had beh:&ved 

with prudence and courage on board the fleet, was 

obliged by ficknefs to come aihorc ; 2nd he was now 

confined to his houfe at Dort. Scme affaffins broke in 

11pon him ; and it was with the ut:nofi: difficulty that his 

family and fervants could 1·epel their violence. At Am-

.fterdam, the houfc of the brave de Ruyter, the fole 

rcfource of the difireHcd commonwealth, was furrounded 

hy the enraged populace; and his wife and children were 

f~r i~me time expofed to the moft imminent d~nger. 
ON' 
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ONE Tichelaer, a barl::ier, a man noted for infamy, c H A P, 

accufed Cornelius de Wit of endeavouring by bribes to LX~ 
engage him in the defign of poifoning the prince of 167z. 

Orange; The accufation, though attended with the 
mofl: improbable and even ab[ rd circumfrances, was 
greedily received by the credulous multitude; and Corne-
lius was cited before a court of judicature. The judges, 
either blinded by the fame prejudices, or not daring to 
oppofe the popular torrent, condemned him to fuffer the 
quefrion. This man, who had bnvely ferved his country 
in war, and who ha<.l been invefied with the highefr dig-
nities, was delivered into the hands of the executioner, 
~nd torn in pieces by the mofr inhuman torments. Amid~ 
the fevere agonies which he endured, he ftill made pro ... 
tefiations of his innocence, and frequently repeated an 
ode of Horace, w icn contained fentiments fuited to his 
deplorable condition, 

{uflum et tenacem propojiti virum, &c. m 

m Wl~ich may be thus tranflated, 

The man, whofe mind on virtue bent, 

.Purfues fome greatly good intent, 
\Vith undiverted aim, 

Serene beholds the angry crowd ; 

Nor can their clamours, fierce and loud, 

His ftubborn honour tame. 

Not the proud tyrant's fiercefi: threat, 

Nor ftorms, that from their dark retreat 
The lawlefs forges wake, 

Not Jove's dread bolt that !hakes the pole, 
The firmer purpofe of his foul 

With all its power can ihake. 

Shou'd Nature's frame in ruins fall, 

find chaos o'er the linking ball 
Refume primreval {way, 

His courage chance and fate defies, 

Nor feels the wreck of earth and fidts 
Obftruel its deftin'li way. Br..Ac~tocxE, 

THE 
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c _H A P. THE judges, however, condemned him to lofe his 

~offices, and to be banilhed the commonwealth. The 

161:.. pcnfionary, who had not been terrified from performing 

the part of a kind brother, and faithful friend cl uring 

this profecution, refolved not to defert him on account 

of the unmerited infamy, which was endeavoured to be 

thrown upon him. He came to his brother's prifon, 

determined to accompany him to the place of his exile. 

J.fatracre of The fignal was given to the populace. They rofe in 

the de Wits. Th b k h d f h · r h 

eood con
dull of the 
p1ince. · 

arms : ey ro e open t e oors o t e prBon ; t ey 

pulled out the two brothers ; and a thoufand hands vied 

who fhould firfi: be embrued in their blood. Even their 

death did not fatiate the brutal rage of the multitude. 

They exercifed on the dead bodies of thofe virtuous citi

zens, indignities too fhocking to be recited ; and till 

tired with their own fury, they permitted not the friends 

of the deccafed to approach, or to befi:ow on them the 

honours of a funeral, filent and unattended. 

THE maffacre of the de Wits put-an end for the time 

to the remains of their party ; and all men, from fear, 

inclination, or prudence, concurred in expreffing the moft 

implicit obedience to the prince of Orange. The repub

lic, though half fubdued by foreign force, and as yet 

difmayed by its misfortunes, was now firmly united under 

one leader, and began to collect: the remains of its prif-

tine vigour. William, worthy of that heroic family 

from which he fprang, adopted fentiments becoming the 

head of a brave and free people. He bent all his efforts 

againfi the public enemy: He fought not againft his 

country any advantages, which might be dangerous to 

civil liberty. Thofe intolerable conditions, demanded 

by their infolent enemies, he exhorted the States to reject 

with fcorn; and by his advice they put an end to nego. 

tiations, which ferved only to break the courage of their 

fellow-citizens, and del~y the affifiance of their allies. 
l"fQ 
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He lhowed tlierrl, tnat the numbers and riches of the c t-r A P. 
. u~ people, atded by the advantages of fituation, would fiill ~ 

be fufficient, if they abandoned not themfelves to defpair, - ~671., 
to refift; at lea:ll: retard, the progrefs of their enemi~s~ 
and preferve the remaining provinces, till the other na-

tions of Europe, fenfible of the common danger, could 
come to their relief. He reprefented, that, as envy at 
their opulence and liberty had produced this mighty corn ... 
bination againft them, they would in vain expetl: by 
conceffions to fatisfy foes, whofe pretenlions were as 
little bounded by moderation as by jufiice. He exhorted 
th~m to remember the generous valour of their anceftors, 
who, yet in the infancy of the ftate, preferred liberty to 
every human confideration ; and rouzing their fpirits to 
an ob:ll:inate defence, repelled all the power, riches, and 
military difcipline of Spain. And he profefied himfelf 
willing to tread in the fieps of his illuftrious predeceifors,. 
and hoped, that, as they had honoured him with the 
fame affection, which their ancefiors paid the former 
princes of Orange, they would fecond his efforts with 
the fame conftancy and manly fortitude. 

THE fpirit of the young prince infufed itfel£ into his 
hearers. Thofe who lately entertained thoughts of yield .. 
ing their necks to fubjecrion were now bravely deter
mined to relift the haughty victor, and to defend thofe 
la£1: remains of their native f<>iL, of which neither the ir .. 
ruptions of Lewis nor the inundation of waters had as yet 
bereaved them. Should even the ground fail them on 
which they might combat, they were fiill refolvcd not 
td y~ld the generous ftrife; but flying to their fcttle
ments in the Indies, erect a new empire in thofe remote 
regions, and preferve alive, even in the climates of 
flavery, that liberty, of which Europe was become un
worthy. Already they concerted meafures for executing 
this extraordinar-y refolution; and found, that the veffe1s 

VoL. VII. K k ~~ntaine 
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cl~~. P. contained in thci::- harbours could tranfport above two hun

~--.J drec! thoufand inhabitants to the Eafi: Indies. 

'T'I E comb~w.:d princes, finding at lafi fome appear

ance of oppoiition, bent all their efforts to fcduce the 
prince of Orange, on whofc valour and ccnduCt the fate 

of the commonwealth entirely depended. The fove

rcignty of the province of Holland was offered him, ancl 

the protctl:ion of England and France, to infure him, as 

veil againfr the inva:fion of foreign enemies, as the in
furrctlion of his fubjctl:s. All propofals were gener
oufly rejected; and the prince declared his rcfolution to 

retire into Germany, and to pafs hrs life in hunting on 

his lands there, rather than abandon the liberty of his 

country, or betray the trufi repofcd in him. When 
Buckingham urged the inevitable defirutl:ion which hung 

over the United Provinces, and afked him, whether he 

did not fee, that the commonwealth was ruined; Therr · 
h one cerrahz meum, replied the prince, by 10hich I can be · 

Jure never to fee my couiltt)" s ruin ; I will di& 6·n the lqjl 

aitch. 
T'HE people in Holland had been much incited to 

efpoufe the prince•s party; by the hopes, that the king 
of England, plcafeu with his nephew's elevation, would 

abandon thofc dangerous engagements, into which he 

had entered, <:..nd would afford his protctl:ion to the dif
trcHed republic. But all thcfe hopes were foon found to 
be fallacious. Charles frill pcrfified in his alliance with 

}' ranee; i1.ncl the combined fleets approached the coafr 

c.f Holland, with an Engliili army on board, commanded 
by count Schombcrg. It is pretended, that an unufual 

tide Grried them ofF lhc coafl:; and that Pwvidence thus 
intcrpofcd, in an ext~aordinary manner, to fave the re

public from the imminent danger, to which it was ex
pofcd. Very ternpefruous weather, it is certain, prevailed 

all the reil of the r~~~fon ; and the combined fleets either 
were 
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\vere blown to a diftar1ce, or dudl: not approach a coa!l, c H A P. 

which might prove fatal to them. Lewis, finding that ~x~ 
his enemies gathered courage behind {heir inundations, J6p. 

and that no farther fuccefs was likely for the prefent to 
attend his arms, had retired to Verfailles. 

THE other nations of Europe regarded the fubjeCl:ion 
of Holland as the forerunner of their own flavery, and 
retain d no hopes of defending themfel ves, iliould fuch 
a mighty acceffion be made to the already exorbitant 
power of France. The emperor, though he lay at a 
difrance, and was naturally flow in his undertakings, 
began to put himfelf in motion; Brandenburgh !hewed 
a difpofition to fupport the States; Spain had fent fome 
forces to their affifi:ancc ; and by the prefent efforts of 
the prince of Orange, and the profpeCl: of relief from 
their allies, a differ nt face of affairs began already to 
appear. Groninghen was the firfi: plac~ that fi:oppcd tht! 
progrefs of the ncmy: The biihop of 1v1unfier was re
pulfed from before that town, and obliged to raife the 
fiege with lofs and di{honour. N acrdcn \\'as attempted 
by the prince of Orange; but marefchal Luxembourg, 
breaking in upon his entrenchments with a fudden irrup- / 
tion, obliged him to abandon the enterprize. 

THERE was no ally, on whom the Dutch more re- 1G73· 
· · . 4th of Feb.; 

hed for affifiance, than the parliament of Engbnd, whtch A parlia-

the king's necdfities at lafi obliged him to aflcmble. meot. 

The eyes of all men, both abroad and at home, were 
fixed on this feffion, which met after prorogations con-
tinued for near two years. It was evident how much the 
kino- <lreadcd affcmblino- his parliament; a!1d the difcon-o b 

tents, univerfall y excit~d by the bold meafures entered , 
into, both in foreign and domefiic adminifhation, had 
given but too j uft founJation for his apprehen!ions. 

K k 2 THS 
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CL~.:_ P. THE king, however, in his fpeech1 addreffed them 

'-"""~ with all the appearance of cordiality and confidence. He 
1673· faid, that he would have affembled them fooner, had he 

not been defirous to allow them leifure for attending their 
private affairs, as well as to give his people refpite from 
taxes and impofitions: That fince their laft meeting, he 
had been forced into a war, not only jufr but neccffary; 
neceifary both for the honour and intereft of the nation ; 

That in order to have peace at home, while he had war 
abroad, he had iffued his declaration of indulgence to 

diffenters, and had found many good cffetl:s to refult 

from that meafure: That he heard of fome exceptions:J 
which had been taken to this exercife of power: but he 
would tell them plainly, that he was refolved to ftick to 
his declaration ; and would be much offended at any 

contradiB:ion : And that though a rumour had been 
fpread, as if the new levied army had been intended to 
controul law and property, he regarded that jealoufy as 
fo frivolous, that he was refolved to augment his forces 
next fpring, and did not doubt but they would confider 

the neceffity of them in their fupplies. The refr of the 

bufinefs he left to the chancellor. 

'I'HE chancellor enlarged on the fame topics, and 
added many extraordinary pofitions of his own. He 

told them, that the Hollanders were the common ene
mies of all monarchies, efpecially that of England, their 
only competitor for commerce and naval power, and the 

foie ob.fhcle to their views of attaining an univerfal em
pire, as extenfive as that of ancient Rome :. That, even 

during their prefent difirefs and danger, they were fo 

intoxicated with thefe ambitious projeB:s, as to flight all 
treaty, nay, to refufe all ceffation of hofrilities: That 
the king, in entering on this war, did no more than pro

f~cute thofe maxims, which had engaged the parliament 
7 tj 
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to advife and approve of the lafr; and he miaht therefore C H A P. 

fafely fay, that it was their war: 1"'hat the States being ~ 
the eternal enemies of England, both by interefr and in- 1673• 

dination, the parliament had wifely ju~ged it neceifary 
to extirpate them, and had laid it down as an eternal 

maxim, that delenda ejl Carthago, this hofrile government 
by all means is to be fubverted: And that though the 
Dutch pretended to have affurances, that the parliament 

would furnifh no fupplies to the king, he was confident, 

that this hope, in which they extremely trufi:ed, would 

foon fail them. 

BEFORE the commons entered upon bufinefs, there 

lay before them an affair, which difcovered, beyond a 
poffibility of doubt, the arbitrary projects of the king; 
and the meafures, taken upon it, proved, that the houfe 
was not at prefent in a difpofition to fubmit to them. 
It had been the confrant undifputed practice, ever fince 

the parliament in I 604, for the houfe, in cafe of any 

vacancy, to iffue out writs for new eleCtions; and the 
chancellor, who, before that time, had had fome pre
cedents in his favour, had ever afterwards abfrained from 

all exercife of that authority. 1'his indeed was one of 
the firfr fteps, which the commons had taken in cfiablifh
ing and guarding their privileges; and nothing could be 
more requifite than this precaution, in order to prevent 

the clandefrine iffuing of writs, and to cnfure a fair and 

free eleB:ion. No one but fo dcfpcrate a miniftcr as 
Shaftdbury, who had entered into a regul2r plan for 
reducing the people to fubjection, could have entertained 
thoughts of breaking in upon a practice fo reafonable and 
fo well efiablifhed, or could have hoped to fucceed in fo 
bold an enterprize. Several members had taken their 
feats upon irregular writs iffued by the chancellor; b 1t 

the houfe was no fooner affembled and the fpcaker placed 

in his chair, than a motion was made againfi th m; a ~d 
K k 3 the 
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C H A P. the members thcmfelvcs had the mode:fl:y to withdraw. LXV. 
'--v--.1 Their eleCtion was declared null; and new writs, in the 

1
t73. ufual form, were iffucd by the fpeaker. 

THE next :fl:cp taken by the commons had the appear
ance o~ fome more complaifance; but in reality pro
ceeded from the fame fpirit of liberty and independence. 
They entered a refolution, that, in order to fupply his 
majefry's extraordinary occafions, for that was the ex
preffion employed, they would grant eighteen months 
affeffment, at the rate of 70,000 pounds a month, 
amounting in the whole to 1,26o,ooo pounds. Though 
unwilling to come to a violent breach with the king, 
they would not exprefs the leafi: approbation of the war ; 
and they gave him the profpetl: of this fupply, only that 
they might have permiffion to proceed peaceably in the 
redrcfs of the other grievances, of which they had fuch 
reafon to complain. 

No grievance was more alarming, both on account of 
the fecret views from which it proceeded, and the con-· 
fcq ucnces which might attend it, than the declaration 
of indulgence. A rcmonfi:rance was immediately framed 
againfi: that exercife of prerogative. The king defended 
his meafurc. The commons pediil:ed in their oppofition 
to it; and they reprefentcd, that fuch a praCtice, if ad
mitted, might tend to interrupt the free courfe of the 
laws, and alter the legiflative power, which had always 
been acknowledged to refide in the king and the two 
houfcs . All men were in expetl:ation, with regard to 
the ifrue of this extraordinary affair. The king feemcd 
en;;aged in honour to fupport his mcafurc; ar.d in order 
to prevent all oppofition, he had pofitively declared that 
he would fupport it. The commons were obliged to 
perfevere, not only bccaufe it was diflwnourable to be 
foiled, where they coulc.l plc;d fuch ftrong rc1fons, but 
;1lfo becaufc, if the king prevaiktl in his pretenfions, an 

8 end 
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rnd {cemcd to be put to all the legal limit::<ticns cf the c H A r. 
n_· • LXV. 

conmtutwn. ...._....__.--j 
1673• 

IT is evident, that Charles was now come to tl at de
licate crifis, which he ought at firfl: to have £orcfccn, 

when he embraced thofe defperate counfds; and his rc

folutions, in fuch an event, ought lcn; ago to have 
been entirely fixed and detcr~!ned. Bcftdes his u,fual 
guards, he h;.1d an army encamped at Bbckhcath undc.r 
the command of marefchal Schomherg, .a foreigner; anJ 
many of the offic~rs were of the catholic rdigion. His 

~lly, the French king, he might expetl:, would fecond 
him, ifforce became requiiitc for rdhainin2; his dif-.:on ... 
rented fubject:i, and fupporting the mc:~.furcs., which by 
common confent they had a~ncd o purfuc. liut the kin~ 
was fiartled, when he approached fo dangerous a precipice,. 
as that wh ·eh lay before 1 im, TV ere violence on c off::rcd, 
there could be no return, he faw, to mutual~.oitfid nee and 

tru!t with his people; the p rils attending forciQ;n fuccours, 

efpecially from fo mighty a pri!1Cc, wer:; fuffi it:ntly ap
parent; and the fuccefs, which his O\ •n arms had met: 
w.ith in the war, was not fo great, as to cncreafe his 
authority, or terrify the maleconte.nts from oppofition. 
The defire of po\ver, Ekewife, which h:d engaged 

CLarles in thcfe precipitate meafures., had kfs proceeded, 
we m::1y obferve, from :1mbition than from love of eafc. 
~tricr limitations of the confiitution rendered the conduB: 
of bufincfs co!npL ate and troublcfomc ; and it was 

i.mpoffible fur him, without much contrivance and in-
' trigue, to procure the money necdlary for his plcafurc~, 

or even for the regular fuppJrt of government. Vvhen 
the profpeB:, therefore, of fuch dangerous oppofi~~on 
Fefented itfell, the fame love of eafc inclined Lim t 

rc.tr.a& what it fccm.cd fo difficult to mainta1n ; and his 

·urn of mind, natura1ly pliant and can.:+~fs., made hit 
find itt c ,,bj::B:ion to a n1cafure, w~1ich a more haughty 

Y k 4 prince 



504 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. prince would have embraced with the utmofr reluctance. LXV, 
.....___.__,....__, That he might yield with the better grace, he afked the 

16
73· opinion of the houfe of peers, who advifed him to com

D~~Iaration ply with the commons. Accordingly the king fent for 
;:~~:~!: the declaration, and with his own hands broke the feals. 
called. The commons expreifed the utmofi fatisfaB:ion with this 

meafure, and the mofi entire duty to his majefry. 
Charles affured them, that he would willingly pafs any 
law, offered him, which might tend to gi,·e them fatis
fattion in all their j ufi grievances. 

SHAFTESBUR Y, when he found the king recede at 
once from fo capital a point, which he had publicly de
clared his refolution to maintain, concluded, that all 
fchemes for enlarging royal authority were vanilhed, and 
that Charles was utterly incapable of purfuing fuch dif
ficult and fuch hazardous meafures. The parliament, 
he forefaw, might pufh their enquiries into thofc coun~ 
fels, which were fo generally odious; and the king, 
from the fame facility of difpofition, might abandon his 
miniil:ers to their vengeance. He was refolved, there
fore, to make his peace in time with that party, which 
was likely to predominate, and to atone for all his vio~ 
lences in favour cf monarchy, by like vioJences in oppo~ 
fition to it. Never turn was more fudden, or Jefs cal
culated to fave appearances. Immediately, he entered 
jnto all the cabals of the country party; and difcovered 
to them, perhaps magnified, the arbitrary defigns of the 
court, in which he himfelf had borne fo deep a ihare. 
He was received with open arms by that party, who 
fiood in need of fo able a leader ; and no queftions were 
afked with regard to his late apoftacy. The various 
faB:ions, into which the nation had been divided, and 
the many fudden revolutions, to which the public had 
been expofed, had tended much to debauch the minds of 

men, 
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men, and to ddlroy the fenfe of honour and decorum in c H A P. 
LXV. their public conduct '--v--J 

But the parliament, though fatisfied with the king's 1673• 

compliance, had not 1ofl: all thofe apprehenfions, to 
which the meafures of the court had given fo much 
foundation. A law paffed for impofing at~ on all who 
fhould enjoy any public office. Befidcs taking the oaths 
of allegiance and fupremacy, and receiving the facra-
rnent in the efl:ablifhed church; they were obliged to 
abjure all belief in the dotl:rine of tranfubfl:antiation. As 
the diffenters had feconded the efforts of the common3 
againfl: the king's declaration of indulgence, and feemed 
refolute to accept of no toleration in an illegal manner, 
they had acquired great favour with the parliament; and 
a project was adopted to unite the whole protefl:ant in-
terefl: againfl: the common enemy, who now began to 
appear formidable. A bill paffed the commons for the 
eafe and relief of the protefl:ant nonconformi:lls ; but met 
with fome difficulties, at leaf!: delays, in the houfe of 
peers. 

THE refolution for fupply was carried into a law; as 
a recompence to the king for his conceffions. An act, 
likewife, of general pardon and indemnity was paffed, 
which fcreened the mini:llers from all farther enquiry. 
The parliament probably thought, that the be:ll method 
of reclaiming the criminals was to £hew them, that their 
cafe was not defperate. Even the remon:llrance, which 
the commons voted of their grievances, may be regarded 
as a proof, that their anger was, for that time, appcafed. 
None of the capital points arc there touched on; the 
breach of the triple league, the French alliance, or the 
fhutting up of the exchequer. The foie grievances men
tioned are an arbitrary impofition on coals for providing 
convoys, the exercife of military law, the quartering and 
preffing of foldiers ; and they prayed, that, after the 

conclufioa 
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C H A P. conclufion of the war, the \-Yhole army ihould be dif ... 
LXV. b 

\....--v--J anded. The king gave them a gracious, though m 

1673. evafive anfwer; vv.,.hen bulincfs was finiihcd, the tvo 

houfes adjourned themfelves. 

2tth of 
MJy. 
Sea-fight, 

4th June. 
Anotht.r 
Sea-figilt, 

THoUGil the king had, for the time, receded fron 

his declaration of indulgence, and thereby had tacity 

relinquiihcd the di!11enfing power, he was fiill refolvd, 

notwithfl:anding his bad fuccefs hoth at home and abroaJ, 

to pcrfevenf in his alliance with France, and in de 

Dutch war, and confequcntly in all thofe fecrct vieVtS, 

whatever they were, which depended on thofe fatal met

fures. The money, granted by parliament, fufficed :o 

equip a fleet, of which prince Rupert was declared al

miral: For the duke was fet afide by the tefr. Sir El
wanl• Sprague and the earl of Oirory commanded unilir 

the prince. A French fquadron joined them, commanded 
by d>Etrees. The combined Rects fet fail towards the 

coafl: of Holbnd, and found the enemy, lying at anchcr, 

within the fands at Schonvclt. There is a natural con

fufion attending fea-fights, even beyond other milita·y 

tranfaB:ions ; ~erived fron. the precarious operations )f 
winds and tidc5, as well as from the fmoke and darkne!S, 

in which every thing is there involved. No \Vondtr, 

thcrefQre, that accounts of thefe battles are apt to con

t:J.in uncertainties and contradiCtions; efpecially whm 

delivered hy writers of the hoH:ile nations, who tare 

plcafurc in exalting the advantages of their own countn

men, and dcprcffing thofe of the enemy. All we cm 

fay with certainty of this battle, is, that both ficb 

boaited of the viCtory; and we may thence infer, th:tt 

the event was not decifive, The Dutch, being nc:tr 

home, retired into their harbours. In a week, thty 

were refitted, and prefentcd themfclves again to the corn

hined fleets. A new aCtion enfued, not more decifive thm 

the foregoing. It was not fought with great obfiinacy 

(in 
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on either fide; but whether the Dutch or the allies firfi c H A P, 

retired feems to be a matter of uncertainty. The lofs in ~~ 
the former of thcfe aB:ions fell chiefly on the French, 1673• 

whom the Englifh, diffident of their intentions, took 
care to place under their own fquadrons; and they there-
by expofed them to all the fire of the enemy. There 
feems not to have been a iliip loft on either fide in the 
fccond engagement. 

IT was fu:fficient glory to de Ruyter, that, with a fleet 
much inferior to the combined fquadrons of France and 
England, he could fight them without any notable difad
vantage; and it was fu:fficient viB:ory, that he could de
feat the projeB: of a defcent in Zealand, which, had it 
taken place, had endangered in the prefent circumfrances, 
the total overthrow of the Dutch commonwealth. Prince 

Rupert was alfo fufpeB:ed not to fz.vour the king's pro
jeB:s of fubduing Holland, or enlarging his authority at 
home; and from thefe motives, he was thought not to 

have preflcd fo hard on the enemy, as his well-known 
valour gave reafon to expect. It is indeed remarkable, 

that, during this war, though the Englifh with their 
allies much o·:~r- match d the Hollanders, they were not 
able to gain any advantage over them; while in the 
former war, though often overborn by number~, they 
fiill excncd thcmfelves with the greatefr courage, ~nd 
always acquired great renown, fometimes even fignal 
vic1orics. But they were difguficd at the prcfent 
meafures, which th;;y cficerncd pernicious to their coun
try; they were not [3.tis ·c I in the iufrice of the quarrel; 
and they cnt~...rtaincd a perpeual jealoufy of their confe
dc::atcs, whom, h~d they b en pPrmitted, they would., 
with much n ore pleafure, h~ve cicftroyed than even the 
enemy themfdves. 

IF prince Rupert was not fa·;ou~·~blc to the defigns of 
~he court, he c;1joyed as little favour from the court, at 

leafr 
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C H A P. Jeafi: from the duke, who, though he could no longer LXV. 
\.--v--.1 command the fleet, frill poffeffed the chief authority in 

~673• the admiralty. The prince complained of a total want 
of every thing, powder, fuot, provifions, beer, and even 
water; and he went into harbour, that he might refit 
his fuips, and fupply their numerous nece:ffities. After 
fome weeks he was refitted ; and he again put to fea. 

2tthof Au· The hoftile fleets met at the mouth of the Texel, and 
¥Auft. h fought the lafl: battle, which, during the courfe of fo not er 
~a • .fight, many years, thefe neighbouring maritime powers have 

difputed with each other. De Ruyter, and under him 
Tromp, commanded the Dutch in this action, as in the 
two former: For the prince of Orange had reconciled 
thefe two gallant rivals ; and they retained nothing of 
their former animofity, except that emulation, which 
made them exert themfelves with more difiinguifhed 
bravery againfr the enemies of their country. Brankert 
was oppofed to d'Etrees, de Ruyter to prince Rupert, 
Tromp to Sprague. It is remarkable, that in all atl:ions 
thefe brave admirals lafl: mentioned had frill fclecred each 
other, as the only antagonifts worthy each others va
lour; and no decifive advantage had as yet been gained 
by either of them. They fought in this battle, as if 
there were no mean between death and vitlory. 

D'ETREES and all the French fquadron, except rear 
admiral Martel, kept at a difiance; and Brankert, in
fiead of attacking them, bore down to the affiftance of de 
Ruyter, who was engaged in furious combat with prince 
Rupert. On no occafion did the prince acquire more 
deferved honour: His conduct, as we11 as valour, fhone 
out with fignal lufire. Having difengaged his fquadron 
from the numerous enemies, with which he was every 
'yhere furrounded, and having joined Sir John Chichely, 

• his rear admiral, who had been feparated from him, he 
nade hafre to the relief of Sprague, who was hard prdfed 

by 
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by Tramp's fquadron. The Royal Prince, in which C H A P. 

Sprague firfi. engaged, was fo difabled, that he was obliged ~ 
to hoifi: his flag on board the St. George; while Tromp t67l• 

was for a like reafon obliged to quit his lhip, the Golden 
Lion, and go on board the Comet. 'I'he fight was re-
newed with the utmoft fury by thefe valorous rivals, and 
by the rear admirals, their feconds. Offory, rear admi-
ral to Sprague, was preparing to board Tromp, when he 
faw the St. George terribly torn, and in a manner dif .. 
ablcd. Sprague was leaving her in order to hoift his Rag 
on board a third ihip, and return to the charge; when 
a lhot, which had paffed through the St. George, took 
his boat, and funk her. The admiral was drowned, to 
the great regret of Tromp himfelf, who befi:owed on hii 
valour the deferved praifes. 

PRINCE RuPER T found affairs in this dangerous fitu ... 
~tion, and faw moll: of the lhips in Sprague's fquadron 
difabled from fight. The engagement however was re ... 
newed, and became very clofe and bloody. 'rhe prince 
threw the enemy into diforder. To encreafe it, he fent 
among them two fire-lhips; and at the fame time made 
a fignal to the French to bear down, which if they had 
done, a decilive vitl:ory muft have enfued. But the 
prince, when he faw that they negletl:ed his fignal, and 
obferved that mofi: of his lhips were in no condition to 
keep the fea long, wifely provided for their fafety by 
making eafy fail towards the Englilh coaft. The vie· 
tory in this battle was as doubtful, as in all the aCl:ions 
fought during the prefent war. 

THE turn, which the affairs of the Hollanders took 
by land, was more favourable. The prince of Orange 
belieged and took N aerden ; and from this fuccefs gave 
his country reafon to hope for frill more profperous en· 
terprizes. Montecuculi, who commanded the Imperi:
alills .on the Upper Rhine, deceived, by the m oft artful 

conduct 
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conduct, the vigilance anp penetration of Turenne, an& 
making a fudden march, fat down before Bonne. 'rhe 
prince of Orange's conduct was no lefs mafrerly; while
lle eluded all the French generals, and leaving them be
hind him, joined his army to that of the Impcrialifis. 
Bonnc was taken in a few days : Several other places in 
the eleCtorate of Cologne fell into the hands of the allies : 
And the communication being thus cut off between 
}i'rance and the United Provinces, Lcwis was obliged 
to rccal his forces, and to abandon all his conquefrs, 
with greater rapidity than he had at .firft made them. 
The taking of Maefrricht was the only advantage, which 
he gained this campaign. 

'A CONGRESS was opened at Cologne under the medi
ation of Sweden; but with fmall hopes of fuccefs. The 
demands of the two kings were fuch as muft have reduced 
the Hollanders to perpetual fervitude. In proportion as 
the affairs of the States rofe, the kings funk in their de
mands; but the States frill funk lower in their offers; 
and it was found impoffible for the parties ever to agree 
on any conditions. After the French evacuated Holland, 
the congrefs broke up; and the feizure of prince William 
of Furftenburg by the imperialifls afforded the French 
and Engli£h a good pretence for leaving Cologne. The 
D1:1tch ambaffadors in their memoriah expreffed all the 
haughtinefs and difdain, fo natural to a free frate, which 
had met with fuch unmerited ill ufage. 

THE parliament of Engl!tnd was now affembled, and 
difcovered much greater fymptoms of ill humour, than 
had appeared in the lafi feffion. 1 .. hey had fee~ for fome 
time a negociation of marriage carried on between the 
duke of York and the archduchefs of Infpruc, a catholic 
of the Aufhian family; and they had made no oppofi.
tion. But when that negociation failed, and the duke 

~pplie~ 
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:tppEcd to a princefs of the houfe qf .rviodena, then in C H A P. 
LXV. 

clofe conjun~·ion with France;. this circumfl:ance, joined 
to fo many other grounds o d'fcontent, raifed the com
mons into a R[lme; an' they. remonfhated ·with the greatcfl: 
zeal again£!: the intended marriage. The king told them, 
that their remonfira:J.ce came too late; and that the mar-
riage vvas already agreed on, and even celebr~ted by 
proxy. The comn.ons :fi:jll infifi:ed; and proceeding to 
the e~aminat!on of th · other parts of gm'ernmcnt, they 
voted the fi:anding army a grievance, and declared, that 
they would grant no inorc fupply, un1cfs it appeared, 
that the Dutch were fo obfiinate as to rcf fi· all rcafon-
able conc1itions of peace. To cut lhort thefe difagree- 4th Nov. 

able attacks, the king refolved to prorogue the parliament; 
and . with that intention he came unexpectedly to the 
houfe of peers, and fent the ufher to fummon the com-
mons. It happened, that the fpeaker and the u{her nearly 
met at the door of the houfe; but the fpeaker being 
within, fome of the members fuddcnly lhut the door, 
and cried, To the chair, to the chair; while others cried, 
Tbe black rod is at tlie dr;or. The fpeaker ~as hurried to 
the chair'; and the following motions were infi:antly made: 
That the alliance with France is a grievance; th~t the 
evil counfellors about the king are a grievance; that the 
duke of Lauderdalc is a grievance, and not fit to be 
trufrcd or emp1oycd. There was a general cry, To the 
qu~jlion, to tbc qu'!flion : But the ufher knocking violently 

,at the door, the fpcaker leaped from the chair, and the 
houfe rofe in great confufion. 

DuRr1·c the intcn,~tl, Shaftefbury, whofc intrigues 
with the malcontent party were now become notorious, 
was difmiffed from the office of chancellor; and ~!1e great 
ical was given to fir Hcncage Finch, under the title of 
~ozd keeper. The tcfr had incapacitated Clifiord; and 

the 
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c H A P. the white fraff was conferred on fir Thomas Oiborne; 
~ foon after created earl of Danby, a minifrer of ability, 

1673· who had rifen by his parliamentary talents. Clifford 
retired into the country, and foon after died. 

THE parliament had been prorogued, in order to give 
the duke leifure to finifh his marriage; but the king'~ 
neceffities foon obliged him again to affemble them; and 
by fome popular acts he paved the way for the feffion. 
But all his efforts were in vain. The difgufr of the 
commons was fixed in foundations too deep to be eafily 
removed. They began with applications for a general 
fafr ; by. which they intimated, that the nation was in a 
very calamitous condition : They addreffed againfr the 
king's guards, which they reprefented as dangerous to 
liberty, and even as illegal, fince they had never yet 
received the fantl:ion of parliament : They took fame 
:fteps towards efrablifhing a new and more rigorous teff 
againfr popery : A:nd what chieRy alarmed the court, 
they made an attack on the members of the cabal, to 
whofe pernicious counfels they imputed all their prefent 
grievances. Clifford was dead: Shaftefbury had made 
his peace with the country party, and was become their 
leader : Buckingham was endeavouring to imitate Shaftef
hury; but his inten~ions were as yet known to very fc.w. 

motion was therefore made in the houfe of commons 
for his impeachment: He defired to be heard at the bar; 
but expreffed himfelf in fo confufed and ambiguous a 
manner, as gave little fatisfatl:ion. He was required to 
anfwer precifely to certain queries, which they propofed 
to him. Thefe regatded all the articles of mifconduB: 
abm·e-mentioned; and among the refr, the following 
query ieems remarkable. " Br whofe advice was the 
~" army brought up to Qver-awe the debates and refolu-

" tiOllS 
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« tions of the houfe of commons?" This {hews to C H A P~ 
, LXV. 

wnat length the fufpicions of the houfc were at that \..-v-....1 

time carried. Buckingham, in all his anfwers, endea- 1 674. 

vourcd to exculpate himfclf, and to load Arlington. He 
fucceeded not in the former intention: The commons 
voted an addrefs for his removal. But Arlington, who 
was on many accounts obnoxious to the houfc, was at-
tacked. Articles were drawn up againfr him; though 
the impeachment was never profecuted. 

THE king plainly faw, that he could expeB: no fupply 
from the commons for carrying on a war, fo odious to 
them. He refolved therefore to make a feparatc peace with 
the Dutch, on the terms which they had propofed through 
the canal of the Spanifh ambaffador. vVith a cordiality, 
which, in the prefent difpofition on both fides, was pro
bably but afFected, but which was obliging, he atked 
advice of the parliament. The parliament unanimoufly 
concurred, both in thanks for this gracious condefcen-
fion, and in their advice for peace. Peace was accord- Pew· with 

ingly concluded. The honour of the Bag was yielded Holland. 

by the Dutch in the mofr extenfive terms : A regulation 
of trade was agreed to : All poffe.ffions were refrored to 
the fame condition as before the war: The Engli!h 
planters in Surinam were allowed to remove at pleafurc : 
And the States agreed to pay to the king the fum of 
eight hundred thoufand patacoons, near three hundred 
thoufand pounds. Four days after the p~rliamcnt was 2.Sth Feb. 

prorogued, the peace was proclaimed in London, to the 
great joy of the people. Spain had declared, that lhe 
.could no longer frand neuter, if hofrilities were conti-
nued againfr Holland ; and a fenfible decay of trade was 
forefecn, in cafe a rupture lhould enfue with that king-
dom. The profpecr of this lofs contributed very much to 
encreafc the national ~tvcr:fion to the p;cfcnt war, and to 
enliven the joy for its con cl ufion. 

VOL. VII. L 1 THE!\.£ 
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c H A P. THERE was in the French fervice a great body of 
LXV. 
~ Englifh, to the number of ten thoufand men, who had 

1674• acquired honour in every aetion, and had contributed 

greatly to the fucceffes of Lewis. Thefe troops, Charles 
faid, he was bound by treaty not to recall ; but he ob
liged himfelf to the States by a fecret arficle not to allow 
them to be recruited. His partiality to France prevented 

a frriet execution of this engagement. 
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NOTE [A], p. 4r. 

T HAT Laud's feverity was not extreme, appears from 
this faCl:, that he caufed the aCl:s or records of the high 

commiffion-court to be fearched, and found that there had 
been fewer fufpenfions, deprivations, and other puni!hments, 
by three, during the feven years of his . time, than in any 
feven years of his predece!for Abbct; who was notwithihnd
ing in great efl:eem with the houfe of commons. 'I'roubles ar.d 

trials of Laud, p. 164. But Abbot was little attached to the 
court, and was alfo a puritan in doCtrine, and bore a mortal 
hatred to the papifts. Not to mention, that the mutinous 
fpirit was rifing higher in the time of laud, and would Jefs 
bear controul. The maxims, however, of his adn!iniftration 
were the fame that had ever prevailt.!d in Engbnd, and that 
had place in every other European nation, except Holland, 
which ftudied chiefly the interefts of commerce, and France, 
which was fettered by ediets and treaties. To have changed 
them for the modern maxims of toleration, how realonable 
foever, would have been deemed a very bold and dangerous 
cnterprize. It is a principle, advanced by prcfident 1\ Jontef
quieu, that, where the magiftratc is fatisfyed with the efta
blifhed religion, he ought to reprefs the firft attempts tO\vards 
innovation, and only grant a toleration to fefts that 2re dif
fufed and eftablifned. See l'Efprit des Loix, liv. 2 ~. chap. J o. 
According to this principle> Laud's indulgence to the catholics. 
and fcverity to the puritans, would admit of apology. I own, 
l10wevcr, that it is v~ry q ue11ionab1e, ~vhether per!ecution can 

Llz ia. 
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in 'any cafe be juftifyed: But at the fame time, it would be 

hard to give that appellation to Laud's condutl:, who only en
forced the aCt of uniformity, and expelled the clergymen that 

accepted of benefices, and yet refufed to obferve the ceremo

nies, which they previoufly knew to be enjoined by law. He 
never refufed them fcparate places of woribip ; becaufe they 

thcmfelvcs would have efteemed it impious to demand them, 

and no lefs impious to allow them. 

NOTE [BJ, p. 68. 

R. BIRCH has written a treatife on this fubjeet. It is 
not my bufinefs to oppofe any faCts contained in that 

gentlemO".n's performance. I fhall only produce arguments, 

which prove that Glam!)rgan, when he recei\Td his private 

commiffion, had injunctions from the king to aa altogether in 
concert with Onnond. (1.) It feems to be implyed in the 

very words of the commiffion. Glamorgan is empo ~ered and 
authorifed to treat and conclude with the confederate Roman 

catholics in Ireland. " If upon neceffity any (articles j be 

" condefeended unto, wherein the king's lieutenant cannot 
" fo well be feen in, as not fit for us at prefent publickly to 

" own." Here no articles are mentioned, which are not fit 

to be communicated to Ormond, but only not fit for him and 

the king publicly to be fcen in, and to avow. (z.) The king's 
protcfi:ation to Ormond, ought, both on account of that prince's 

character, and the reafons he afiigns, to have the greateft 

weight. The words are thefe, " Orrnond, I cannot but add 

" to my long letter, that, upon the word of a chriftian, I 
" never intended Glamorgan fhould treat any thing without 

'' your apprbbation, much lefs without your knowledge. 
" }"or befides the injury to you, I was always diffident of his 

'' judgment (though I could not think him fo extremely weak 

'' as now to my coft I ha.ve found;) which you may eafily 

" perceive in a pollfcript of a letter of mine to you.'' Carte, 
·vol. ii. :\pp. xxiii. It is impoffiblc, that ~ny man of honour, 

howev r he might di!femble with his enemies, would affert a 

falfehood in fo folemn a manner to his bci1 friend, efpecially 

vhe1e that perfon mutt have had opportunities of kncwing the 
truth. 
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truth. The letter, whofe poftfcript is mentioned by the king, 

is to be found in Carte, vol. ii. App. xiii. (3.) As the king 

had really fo low an opinion of Glamorgan's underftanding, 

it is very unlikely that he would trufr him with the foie ma

nagement of fo important and delicate a treaty. And if he 

had intended, that Glamorgan's negotiation fhould have been 

independant of Ormond, he would never have told hitn of it, 

nor have put him on his guard againfr Glamorgan's impru

dence. That the king judged aright of thi!) nobleman's cha

raCl:er, appears from his ce11tury of arts or fiantling of itNJen

tions, which is a ridiculous compound of lies, chimeras, and 

impoffibilities, and fhows what might be expected from fuch a 

man. (4.) Mr. Carte has publifhed a whole feries of the 

king's correfpondence with Ormond, from the time that Gla

morgan came into Ireland; and it is evident that Charles all 

along confiders the lord lieutenant as the perfon who was con

ducting the negotiations with the lrifh. The 3 dt of July 1645, 

after the battle of Nafeby, being reduced to great ftraits, ha 

writes carneftly to Ormond to conclude a peace upon certain 

conditions mentioned, much inferior to thofe granted by Gla

morgan; and to come over himfelf with all the lrifh he could 

engage in his fervice. Carte, vol. iii. Np. 400. This would 
have been a great abfurdity, if he had already fixed a different 

canal, by which, on very different conditions, he propofed to 

cllablifh a peace. On the zzd of October, as his diftreffes 

multiply, he fome\vhat enlarges the conditions, though they 

ftjll fall fhort of Glamorgan's: A new abfurdity ! See Carte, 

vol. iij. p. 411. (~.) But what is equivalent to ademonftra

tion, that Glamorgan was confcious, that he had no powers 

to conclude a treaty on thefe terms, or without confulting the 

lord lieutenant, and did not even expeCt, that the king would 

ratify the articles, is the defeazance which he gave to the IJifh 

council at the time of figning the treaty. " The earl ofGla

" morgan does no way intend hereby to oblige his majcfty 
" other than he himfdf £hall pleafe, after he has received 

'' thefe Io,ooo men, as a pledge and tefiimony of the faid 

" Roman catholics' loyalty and fidelity to his maje!1y; yet he 

" promifes faithfully, upon his word and honour, not to ac-

L 1 3 " quaint 
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'' quaint his majefty with this defeazance, till he had cndea .. 
" voured, as far as in him lay, to induce his majefty to the 
'' granting of the particulars in the faid articles: But that 
" done, the faid ccmmiflioners difcharge the faid earl of Gia. 

" morgan, both in honour and confcience, of any farther en
" gag7ment to them therein; though his majefty Jhould not 
" be pleafcd to grant the faid particulars in the articles men
" tioned; the faid earl having given them ailurance, upon 
" his \Vcrd, honour, and voluntary oath, that he would ne• 
'' ver, to any_perfon whatfoever, difcover this defeazance in 
cc the int~rim without their confents." Dr. Birch, p. 96. 
All Glamorgan's view was to get troops for the king's fervice» 
without hurting his own honour or his mafter's. The wonder 
only is, why the lrifh accepted of a treaty, which bound no 
body, and which the very perfon, who concludes it, feems to 
confcfs he does not expect to be ratified. They probably 
lwped, that the king would, from their ferv.ices, be more ea .. 
:fily induced to ratify a treaty which was concluded, than to 
confent to its conclufion. (6.) I might add, that the lord 
lieutenant's concurrence in the treaty was · the more requiiite; 
bec<1ufe without it the treaty could not be carried into execu
tion by Glar.1organ, nor the Irith troops be tranfported int<> 
England: Ar:.d eve with Ormond's concurrence, it clearly 
.appears, that a treaty, fo ruinous to the pro~eibmt religion in 

1Ie!and, could not be ex cuted in vppofiticn to the zealou~ 
prote!h:nts in that kingdom. No one can doubt of this truth,_ 
who per· f~s Onuond's corr~fpondence in l\1r. Carte. Th~ 
king was fufficiently apprifed of this difficulty. It appe:1rs in
deed to be the only rcafon why Ormond objeCted a the grant: 
ing of high terms to the Iriili catholi ·s. 

DR. BIRCH, in page 36o, has publi!hed a letter of th~ 
:king's to Glamorgan, where he fay3, " Howbeit I know yo11 

v cannot be but confident of my making good all inJb uaion~ 
'·' and promifc:> to you and the nuncio,' 1 But it is to be re. 
~arked, that t.."'-lis letter is dated in April 5, 1 64 6 ; after 

~here had been a new negotiation entered into between Gla. 
~organ and the Jri!h, and after a provifional treaty had even 
~een co~duded between the.in, ~e~ .Pr~ JJirch, p. 179. The 

7 .ki11~·a 
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king~s affurances, therefore, can plainly relate only to this 

recent tranfaCl:ion. The old treaty had long been difavowed 

by the king, and fuppofed by all parties to be annulled. 

N 0 T E [C], p. 105. 

A L \-10 NET, Ludlow, Hollis, &c. all thefe, efpecially 
the laft, b:::ing the declared inveterate enemies of Crom

wel, arc the more to be credited, when they advance any fact, 

which may ferve to apologize for his violent and criminal con

duB:. There prevails a ftory, that Cromwel intercepted a 
letter, written to the queen, where the king faid, that he 

would firft raife and then deftroy Cromwel. But, befides that 

this conduCl: feems to contradiC1 the character of the king, it 
is, on other accounts, totally unworthy of credit. It is firft 

told by R0gcr Coke, a very pafiionate and fooliili hiftorian, 

wh0 wrote too fo late as king William's reign; and even he 

mentions it only as a mere rumour or hearfay, without any 

known foundation. In the Memoirs of lord Broghill, we meet 

with another ftory of an intercepted letter, which deferves 

fame more attention, and agrees very well with the narration 

here given. It is thus related by Mr. Maurice, chaplain to 

Roger, earl of Orrery. " Lord Orrery, in the time of his 

" greatnefs with Cromwel, juft after he had fo fcafonably re

'' lieve-.1 him in his great diil:refs at Clonmcll, riding out of 

" Youg~1all one day with him and Ireton, they fell into dif

" courfe about the king's death. Cromwel thereupon faid 

'"'" more than once, that if the king had followed his own 

'' j udg:nent, and had been attended by none but trufly fer
'' vants, he had fooled them all; and that once they hjld a 
" mind to have clofcd with him, but, upon fomcthing that 

'' happened, fell off from that defign. Orrery finding them 
'' in good humour, and being alone with them, afked, if he 

'' might prcfume to defire to know, why they would once 

" have clofed with his maje!ly, and why they did not . Crom

'' wel very freely told him, he would fatisfy him in both his 

'' queries. The reafon (fays he) why \\'C would h'!ve clofed 

" with the king was this: \Ve found that the Scotch and 

" preiby~eri,.m began to be mo•·c p h c ful than we, rud were 

L l + ' likely 
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" likely to agree with him, and leave us in the lurch. For 
'' this rcafon we though it befi: to pre\'ent them, by offering 

" firH: to come _in upon reafonable conditions : But whilf!: our 
" thoughts were taken up with this fubject, there came a 
" letter to us from one of our fpies, who was of the king's 
" bed-chamber, acquainting us, that our final doom was de
" creed that very day; that he could not poffibly learn what 
u it was, but we might difcover it, if we could but intercept 
" a letter fent from the kjng to the queen, wherein he in
" formed her of his refolution; that thie letter was fown up 
4 ' in the fkirt of a faddle, and the bearer of it would come 
4 ' with the faddle upon his head, about ten of the clock that 
" night, to the Blue Boar in Holborn, where he was to take 
" horfe for Dover. The meffenger knew nothing of the let
" tcr 1n the faddle, though fome in Dover did. Vle were at 
" Windfor (faid Cromwd) when we received this letter, and 
'' immediately upon the receipt of it, Ireton and I refolved 
" to take one truf!:y fellow with us, and to go in troopers ha
,, bits to that inn. We did fo; and leaving our man at the 
~' gate of the inn, (which had a wicket only open to let per
" for.s in and out) to watch and give us notice when any man 
" came in with a faddle, we went into a drinking-Hall. We 

" there cor.tinued, drinking cans of beer, till about ten of 

'' the clock, ~-:hen our centinel at the gate gave us notice1 

" th~t the man with the ftddle was come. \Ve rofe up pre
" fent!y, and jufl as the man was leading out his horfe fad-
4' dlt.J, we c:.!me up to him with rawn [words, and told 
'' J1im, w·c were to ft:arch all tha.t went in and out there; but 
" as he looked like an honefl man, we would only fearch his 

" faddle, aud fo diiinifs him. The i~ dle was ungirt; we 
" carried it into the Hall, where we had e"'n drinking, and 
" rirping open one of the !l{.irts, we there found the letter we 
" ' anted. Having th~1s got it into our hands, we delivered 
•' the uan (whom we h. J left with our centi 1el) his faddle, 
u told him he was an hon il fellow, and bid him go about hi::) 
'' bd!.1 cfs; which h-.. did, purfuing his journey without more 
'' ado, and ignorant of the harm he had fuffereJ. \Ve found 

'' in the letter, th:!t his majei1y acqrain~cd the queen, that he 

'' was 
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" was courted by both faCl:ions, the Scotch prdbyterians and 
u the army ; and that thofe which bade the faireft for him 
" ihould have him: But yet he thought he {hould clofe with 
" the Scots fooncr than with the other. Upon this we return
'' ed to Windf~r ; and finding we \Verc not like to have good 
" terms from the king, we from that time vowed h1s deftruc
" tion." " This relation f uiting well enough with other paf
" fages and cir~umfi:ances at this time, I have inferted to gra
,, tify the 1 eader's curiofity ." Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. p. 12. 

N 0 T E [DJ, p. 108. 

T HE SE are the words : '' I ancric ; I wonder to hear 
'' (if that be true) that feme of my friends fay, that 

" my going to Jerfcy would much more have furthered my 
" perfonal treaty, than my coming hither, for which, as I 
" fee no colour of reafon, fo I had not been here, if I had 
" thought that fancy true, or had not been fccured of a per
" fonal treaty; of which I neither do, nor I hope will repent: 
'' For I am daily more and more fatisfied with the governor, 
'' and find thefe iilanders very good, peaceable and quiet peo
" ple. This encouragement I have thought not unfit for you 
'' to receive, hoping at leaft it may do good upon others, 
'' though needlefs to you., Burnet's Memoirs of Hamilton, 
p. 326. See alfo Rufhworth, part 4· vol. ii. p. 941. All the 
writers of that age, except Clarendon, reprefent the king's go
ing to the ii1e of Wight as voluntary and intended. Perhaps the 
king thought it little for his credit, to be trepanned into this 
meafure, and was more willing to take it on himfclf as entirely 
voluntary. Perhaps, he thought it would encourage his 
friends, if they thought him in a fituation, which was not dif
agreeable to him. 

NOTE [E], p. 126. 

T HE king compofed a letter to the prince, in which he 
related the whole courfe of this tranfa~ ion, and accom

panied his narrative with feveral wif~, as well as pathetical 
refletlions and ad vices. 'I he words with which he concluded 
the letter, are remarkable. " By what hath been faid, you 
'' fee how long I have laboured in the {( <uch of peace : Do 

" not 
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" not you be difheartcncd to tread in the fame fteps. Ufe all 
" worthy means to reP.:ore yourfelf to your rights, but prefer 

" the way of peace: Show the greatnefs of your mind, rather 
" to conc:_u~:r your enemies by pardoning, than by punifhing. 
" lf you faw how unmanly and unchrifiian the implacable dif
" pofition is in our ill-willies, you would avoid that fpirit. 

" Cenfure me not for having parted with fo much of our right: 
" The price was great; but the commodity was, fecurity to 
'' us, peace to my people. And I am confident, that another 
"parliament would remember, how ufeful a king's power is to 

'' a people's liberty; of how much power I divefied rnyfelf:J 
" that I and they might meet once again in a parliamentary 
" way, in order to agree the bounds of prince and people. 
" Give belief to my experience, ne,·er to affect more greatnefs 
4

' or prerogative, than what is really and intrinfically for the 

" good of the fubjeCls, not the fatisfaClion of favourites. If 
" you thus ufe it, you will never want means to be a father to 
" ail, and a bountiful prince to any, whom you incline to be 
" extraordinarily gracious to. You may perceive, that all 
" men entru11 their treafure, where it retums them intereil; 
'' and if a prince, like the fea, receive and repay all the frelh 
" ftreams, which the rivers entruft with him, they will not 
"grudge, but pride themfelves, to make him up an ocean. 
" Thefe confiderations, m:1y make you as great a prince as 
" your father is a low one; and your fl:ate may be fo much 
" the more efiablifhed. as mine hath been Ihaken. For our 
" fubjetls have learned, I dare fay, that viClories over their 

" princes, are but triumphs over themfelvcs, and fo, will 
" more unwillingly hearken to changes hereafter. The Eng
" lifh nation are a fobcr people, however, at prefen~, infatu
" atcd. I know not but this may be the la!( time, I may 
'' ~'1cah: to you or the wodd publicly. I am fenfible into what 
" hands l am fallen; and yet, l Ll~fs God, I have thofc in

" ward refrelhments, which the malice of my en:::mi~s cannot 

" perturb. I have learned to be bufy myfClf, by retiring into 

" rnyfelf; and therefore can the better digeit \'• hatever befals_ 

'' me; not doubting, but God's pro ·idence will refl:r:tin our 

" enemies power, and turn tl1eir fien;e11efi into his praife. 

'"T 
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" To conclude, if God give you fuccefs, ufe it humbly, and be 
" ever far from revenge. If he reftore you to yo:.1r right on 
" hard conditions, whatever you promife, keep. Thefe men, 
'' who have violated laws, which they were bound to preferve, 
" will find their triumphs full of· trouble. But do not you 
" think any thing in the world worth attaining, by foul an,d 
" unjuft means." 

N 0 T E [FJ, p. Lf.8. 

HE imputation of infinccrity on Charles I. like rno!l: 
party clamours, is difficult to be removed ; though it 

may not here be improper to fay fomething with regard to it. 
I fhall firft remark, that this imputation feems to be of a later 
growth than his own age ; and that even his enemies, though 
they loaded him with many calumnies, did not infift on this 
accufation. Ludlow, I think, is almofr the only parlia. 
mentarian, who imputes that vice to him; and how paffionate 
a writer he is, muft be obvious to every one. Neither Cla~ 
rendon nor any other of the royalifis ever j uftify him from 
infincerity ; as not fuppofing that he had C\'Cr been accufed 
of it. In the fecond place, his deportment and charaCter in 
common life was fi·ce from that vice: He was referved, diibnr. 
fbtely; cold in his addrefs, plain in his difcourfe, inflcxib!e , 
in his principles; wide of the careffing, infnuating manners, 
of his fon; or the profeffing, talkative humour of his fath r. 
The imputation of in!incerity mnft be grounded on feme of 
his public actions, which we are therefore in the third p ace 
to examine. 1~he following are the only inllances, which [ 
.find cited to confirm that accufation. ( t.) His voucliing 
Buckingham's narrative of the tranfaetions in Spain. But it 
is evident that Charles himfelf was deceived: vVhy o:henvife 
did he quarrel with Spain? The follcwing is ·a paffage of a 
~etter from lord Kenfington, ambaffador in Jhance, to t 1e 

duke of Buckingham, Cabbala, p. 3 18. " But his highnefs 
" (the prince) had obferved as great a \Vea.knefs a 1d folJy a~ 
u that, in that after they (the Spaniards) had ufed him foil!, 
" they would fuffer him to depart, whic 1 was on .. of the firft 
~' fpecches he uttered after he came into the !hip: Bet .id he 

:' f?.y 
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"i:1y fo? faid the queen (of France.) Yes, madam, I will 
" aiTure you, quoth I, from the witnefs of mine own ears. 
" She fmiled and replied, Indeed I heard he was ufed ill. 
" So he was, anfwered I, but not in his entertainment; for 
" that was as fplendid as that country could ~frord it; but in 

" their fri •olous delays, and in the unreafonable conditions 
" which they propounded and preffed, upon the advantage 
" they had of his princely perfon." ( 2.) Bifhop Burnet, in 

l1~s hiilory of the houfe of Hamilton, p. 1 54· has preferved a 
letter of the king's to the Scottifh biihops, jn which he defires 

them not to be prefent at the parliament, rvhcre they would 
be forced to ratify the abolition of their own order: '' For,'' 
add~ the king, '' we do hereby aifure you, that it fhall be 
~' fiill one of our chiefeil: ftudies how to reaify and efl:ablifh 
'' the government of that church aright, and to repair your 
" loffes, which we defire you to be mail: confident of." And 

in another place, " You may reft fecure, that though perhaps 

~' we may give way for the prefent to that which will be 

'' prejudicial both to the church and our own government; 
" yet we fhall not leave thinking in time how to remedy both.'' 
But does the king fay, that he will arbitrarily revoke his 
concrffions ? Does not candor require us rather to fuppofe, 

that he hoped his authority would fa far recover as to enable 
him to obtain the national confent to re- efl:ablifh epifcopacy, 
which he believed fo material a part of religion as well as of 
gm·crnment? It is no~ e~fy indeed to think how he could 

expeC1: to effeB:uate this purpofe in any other way than his 
father had taken, that is, by confcnt of parli:unen·r. ( 3.) 

There is a paffage in lord Clarendon, where it is faid, that 
the king affented the more e3.fily to the bill, which excluded 
the bifhops from the houfe of peers; becaufe he thought, 
that that law, being ena.;led by force, could not b.:! valid. 

But the king certainly reaf01;ed right in that conclufion. 

Three founhs of the temporal peers were at that time bani!hed 
by the violence of the populace: T\velve bii110ps were unjun!y 

thrown into the Tov.1er by the commons : Great numbers of 
the co~mons themfelves were kept away by fe r or \'iolence: 
The king himfelf was ~hafed fwm London. If all this be not 

fon:e, 
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force, there i no fuch thing. But this fcruplc of the kin:,'s 
affeCts only the bifhops' bill, and that againtt prcliing. 'll1e 
other conflitutionallaw:; had paired without the leafi: appear

ance of violence, as did indeed all the bills p1ffed during the 
firH: year, except Strafford's attainder, which could not be 
recalled. The parliament, therefore, even if they had known 
the king's fentiments in th;s particular, could have no jufi 
foundation of jealoufy. ( .) The king's letter intercepted at 
Nafeby, has been the fource of much clamour. \\'e ha•·e 
fpoken of it already in chap. lviii. Nothing is more ufual i 
all public tranfaB:ions than fuch diil:inctions. After the 
death of Charles II. of Spain, king \Vi Earn's ambaifadors 
gave the duke of Anjou the titl.e of king of Spain: Yet at 
that very time king William was fecretly forming alliances to 
dethrone him: A:1d foon after he refu[e, him th::.t title, and 
infiil:ed (as he had reafon) that he had not acknowledged his 

right. Yet king \Villiam j uftly paifes for a \'cry ftncere 

prince ; and this tranfat1ion is not regarded as any objection 
to his charaB:er in that particular. In all the negotiations at 

the peace of Ryfwic, the French ambaifadors always addreffeti 

king \Villiam as king of England; yet it was made an exprcfs 
article of the treaty, that the French king iliould acknowledge 

him as fuch. Such a palpable difference is there between 
giving a title to a prince, and pofitively recognizing his right 
to it. I may add, th::..t Charles when he inferted that pro

teil:ation in the council books before his council, furely thought 
he had reafon to juftify his conduct:. There \Vere too many 

men of honour in tha~ company to avow a palpable cheat. 
To which we muy fubjoir , that, if men were as much d1f~ 

poied to judge of this prince's aClions v,ith candor as feverity, 

this prccaut' ::n of entering a protefl: in his council- books 
might rather pafs for a proof of fcrupu1ous honour; le1l he 
fuould afterwards be repro:ched with breach of his wore, 
when he fuould think proper again to declare the airembly at' 

Weftminfter no parli ment. ('i) The denying his commifiion 

to Glamorgan is another inHance which has been cited. This 

matter has been already treated in a note to chap. lviii. '1 hat 

tranfa.Cl:ion w .s ent' rei , innocent. E\ en if the king had given 
a corn. 
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a commiffion to Glamorgan to conclude that treaty, and had 
ratified it, will any reafonable man, in our age, think it 
firange, that, in order to fave his own life, his crown, his 
family, his friends, and his party, he fhould make a treaty 
with papifts, and grant them very large concefiions for their 
religion. (6.) There is another of the king's intercepted 
letters to the queen commonly mentioned; where, it is pre
tended, he talked of raifing and then deftroying Cromwel: 
But that ftory ftands on no manner of foundation, as we have 
obfcrved in a preceding note to this chapter. In a word, the 
parliament, after the commencement of their violenccs, and 
fiill more, after beginning the civil war, had reafon for their 
fcruples and jealoufies, founded on the very nature of their 
:fituaticn, and on the general propenfity of the human mind; 
not on any fault of the king's charaCl:er; who was candid, 
:fincere, upright; as much as any man, whom we meet with 
in hi!lqry. Perhaps, it would be difficult to find another 
charaCl:er fo unexceptionable in this particular. 

As to the other circumfl:ance of Charles's charaCl:cr, chiefly 
exclaimed againfr, namely his arbitrary principles in govern
ment, one may venture to afi'ert, that the greateft enemies of 
this prince will not find, in the long line of his predeceff'ors, 
from the conquefl: to his time, any one king, except perhaps 
his father, whofe admini.fl:ration was not more arbitrary and 
lefs legal, or whofe conduCl: could have been recommended to 

him, by the popular party themfelves, as a model, in this 
particular, for his government, Nor is it fu.fficient to fay, 
that example and precedent can never authorize vices: Exam· 
pies and precedents, uniform and ancient, ca!l furely fix the 
nature of any conil:itution, and the limits of any form of 
government. There is indeed no other principle by which 
thofe land-marks or boundaries can be fettled. 

N 0 T E [G], p. I66. 

HE following inOance of extravagance is given by 
\Valker, in his Hiflory of Independency, part II. 

p. 1 s 2. About this time, there came fix fo!diers into the 
pari!h church of \Valton upon Tha:nes, near twilight; Mr. 

. l'aucct, 
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Faucet, tlle preacher there, not having till then ended his 
fcrmon. One of the foldiers had a lanthorn in his hand, an<! 
a candle burning i:1 it, and in the other hand four c:mdles not 
lighted. He de1ircd the pariihioners to flay awhile, faying 
he had a melf,.ge from God unto them, and thereupon offered 
to go into the pulp:t. But the people refufing to give him 
leave fo to do, or to flay in the church, he went into the 
church-yard, and there told them, th.:.t he had a vifion wherein 
he had received a command from God, to deliver his will 
unto them, which he was to deliver, and they to receive upon 
pain of damnatiou; confifi:ing of five lights. (I) " Thatthe 
" fabbath was abolilhed as unnecef!:Jry, Jewifh, and merely 
" ceremonial. And here ( q uoth he) 1 fhould put out the firit 
" light, but the wind is fo high I cannot kindle it, (z) That 
" tythes are aboliihed as Jewilh and ceremonial, a great bur
" then to the faints of God, and a difcouragement of induihy 
'' and tillage. And here I lhculd put out my fecond light, 
" &c. (3) That minifters are aboli!hed as antichriflian, and 
" of no longer ufe now Chrift himfelf defcends into the hearts 
" of his fc1ints, and his fpirit enlighteneth them with reve
'' ]ations and infpirations. And here I fhould put out my 
" third light, &c. _ ( 4-) Magiftrates are abolifhed as ufelefs 
" now that Chrifr himfelf is in purity amongH us, and bath 
'' ereCl:ed the kingdom of the faints upon earth. Befides they 
" are tyranti, and oppreifors of the liberty of the faints, and 
" tye them to Ja\vs and ordin~nces, mere human inventions : 
" And here I ihould put out my fourth light, &c. (5) Then 
'' putting his hand into his pocket, and pulling O:.It a little 
" bible, he fnewed it open to the people, fc1ying, Here is a 
" book you have in great veneration, confifting of tv:o parts, 
" the old and r.ew tefbment : r muft tell you it is aboliihed; 
" it containeth be

0
gar1y rudiments, milk for babes: But now 

" Chrift is in glory amongft us, and imparts a farther meafure 
" of his fpirit to his faints than this can afford. I am corn
" mandeJ to burn it before your face. Then putting out the 
" candle he faid ; and here my fifth light is extinguifhed." 
It became a pretty common doCtrine at that time, that it was 
unworthy of a chrifli:m mn.n to pay rent to his fellow creatures; 

and 
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and landlords were obliged to ufe all the penalties of law 
again11 neir tenants, whofe confcience was fcrupulol)s. 

N 0 T E [HJ, p. 205. 

E EN the earl of Derby \Vas alive, he had been fum· 

f.loned by Ircton to furrender the ifle of Man; and he 

returned this fpirited and memorable anfv'.·er. " I receiv'd 

" your letter with indignation, and with fcorn return you this 

" anfwer; that I cannot but wonder whence you fhould 

" gathet any hopes, that I fhould prove like you, treacherous 

H to my fcvereign ; fince you cannot be ignorant of my former 
" aeting; in his late majefty's fcrvice, from which prir.ciples 

'' of loyllty I am no whit 'departed. 1 fcorn your profrcrs; I 
" difdai!l your fayour ; I abhor your treafon ; and am fo far 

" from iclivering up this ifland to your advantage, that I 
" .fhall keep it to the utmoft of my power to your de1lruC1ion. 

" Take this for your final anf.ver, and forbear any farthec 

" folicitJ.ticns: For if you trouble me \Vith any more mdi'ages 

" of this nature, I will burn the paper and hang up the be:;.rcr. 

'' This is the immutable refolution, and fhall be the undoubted 

".pra.B.ice of him, who accounts it his chiefcft glory to be his 

:' majefiy's mofr loyal and obedient fubjeCl:, 

''DERBY." 

J. T 0 TE [I], P· 208. 

T had been =..n ufual policy of the prefoyterian ecclefiafEcs 

to fc:t e a chaplain in the great familie~, who aeted as a 

fpy llpott his rnafler, and gave them intelligence of the rnofi: 

private tranfaClions and d'fcourfes of the family. A fignal 

infl:ance of 1 rieil:Iy tyranny, and the fubjettion of the nobility! 

They even obliged the fen•ants to give intelligence againft 
their m~~crs. \Vhit!ocke, p. :;o-z. The fame author, p. 5 12." 

~ells the falto·~·ing ftory. The fynod meeting at Perth, and 

citing tl1e mini!lers and people, who had expre!Ied a diflike 

of their ;earven£v go•.;ernment, t e men being out of the war, 
their wires refolved to anf, •er for them. And on the <by of 

;::pt-earat.ce, 1 zo women w!th good clubs in their h:1nds came 

and 
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and befieged the church, where the reverend minifters fat. 
They fent one of their number to treat with the fertales, and 
.he threatening excommunication, they hafted hiri for his 
labour, kept him prifoner, and fent a party of 6c, who 
routed the reft of the cJergy, bruifed their bodies forely, took 
all their baggage and 1 2 horfes. One of the minifurs, after 
~mile's running, taking all creatures for his foes mee'ting 
\vith a foldier fell on hb knees, who knowing nothing of the 
matter afked the black coat what he meant. The fen ale con· 
q uerors, having laid hold on the fynod clerk, beat him till he 
forfwore his o$ce. Thirteen minifiers rallied about :our miles 
from the place, and voted thrrt this village fhould ruver. more 
have a fynod in it, but be accurfed ; and that thoush in the 
years 1638 and 39, the godly women were crid up for 
fioning the bifhops, yet now the whole fex 1hould beefteemed 
wicked. 

N 0 TE [K], p. 264. 

AB 0 UT this time an accident had almofl: ro:>bed the 
protetl:or of his life, and faved his enemies th! trouble 

of all their machinations. Having got fix ,fine Ei'rie1land 
coach-horfes as a prefent from the count .of Oldcnhugh, he 
undertook for his amuft.ment to drive them about H)de-park; 
his fecretary Thurloe being in the coach. The hcrfcs were 

' ftartlcd and ran mvay : He was unable to corn man< them or 
keep the box. He fell upon the pole, was dragged upon tlie 
ground for fame time ; a pifiol, :vhich he cat ri<d in his 
pocket, went o1f; and by that fingular good fortun~, which 
ever attended him, he ·was tuken up , .. ithout any corfiderablc 
hurt or bruife. 

N 0 T ..... [L ], p. 322. 

FT":R Monk's declaration for a free patliame1t on the 
1 tth ofFebruar;, he codd mean noth"ng but t1e king's 

r-!:ftora•i n: Yet it .,.,.a, !oHg befo-e he \ ·o:..l ope~ hitnf:!lf' 
VoL. V.I. r •. m even 
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even to the king. This declar~tion was within eight days 

after his arrival in London. Had he ever intended to have fe~ 

up for himf~lf, he would not furely ha·.-e f0 foon abandoned a 

project fo inviting: He would have aken fome fleps~ which 

would have betrayed it. lt cot.:ld only h:1\·e been fomc dif

appointment, fome frufrrated attempt , which could have made 

him renour:ce the road of private ambitio~. But there is no~ 

the le;,ft fymptom of fuch intention~. 1 he fiory told of Sir 

Anthony Afhley Cooper, by Mr. Locke, has not any appear

ance of truth. See lord Lanfdown's Vindication, and Philips's 

Continuation of Baker. I ihal! add to what thofe authors 

!1ave advanced, that cardinal Mazarine wifhed for the king's 

refioration; though he would not h~ve vel'l:tureq much to have 

procqr~d it. 

N 0 T E [M], P· 4-1-5· 

T HE articles 'rere, that he had advifed the king to 

govern by military power without parliaments, that he 

]1ad affirmed the king to be a papifi or popiihly a.tf~Ct.ed, that 

be had received great fums of money for procuring the Canary 

patent, and other illegal. patents, that he had a ivifed and 

procured divers of his majeHy's fubjects to be imprifoned 

;1gainfr law, in remote i!lands and garrifon , thereby to 

prevent their havin.; the benefit of the law, that he had pro

cured the cufioms to be farmed at under r:nee, that he h<!d 

received great fums from the Vintners' company, for allowing 

~hem to inhance the p1 ice of wir~es, that he had in a fu rt 

time gained a greater efiatc than co·Ild have been fuppcfed to 

arife from the profits of his offices, that he had introduced an 

arbitrary government into his majefiy's plantations, that he 

had rejeB:cd a propofal for the prefervation of Nevis and St. 

Chrifrophers, which was the occaton of great lv!fes in thofe 

parts, that when he was in his majefiy's fen·ice beyond fea he 

held a correfpondence with Cromwel and his accon•plices, that 
~ . h~ 
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he advifed the fale of Dunkirk, that he had unduly altered letters 
patent under the king's feal, that he had unduly decided caufes 
~n council, which fl10uld have been brought before chancery, 
that he had iffued quo \Varrantos againit corporations with an 
~ntention of fqueczing money from them, that he had takea 
money for pafllng the bill of fettlement in Trcland, that he 
betrayed the nation in all foreign treaties, and that he was 
the principal advifcr of dividing the fleet in June r666. 

N 0 T E [NJ, p. 455· 

HE abfl:raB: of the report of the Brook-houfe committee 
(fo that committee was callP.d ) was firfr pubE!hed by 

Mr Ralph, vol. i. p. J 77• from lord Hall~fax's collections, 
~o which I refer. lf we perufe their ~r: -:ogy, which we finJ. 
in the fubfequent page of the fame author, we fha!l find, that 
they afted with fome malign ity tov;·:1.rds the king. They would 
take notice of no fervicec: performed before th·:: 1 J1: of'::eptem · 
her 1664. But all the king's preparations preceded that 
date, and, as chancellor Clarcndon told the parEament, 

amounted to eight hundred thoufa:.1d ounds; an~ the com
putation is very probable. This fum, thercfor~, mull: be 
added. The committee likewife charged. fevcn hundred 

thoufand pounds to the king on account of the winter aad 
fummer guards, faved during two years and ten months that 
the \var lafl:ed. But this feerns iniquitous. For though that 
:was an ufual burthen on the revenue, which \ as then faved ; 
wpuld not the diminution of the cufl:orns during the w~r be an 
equivalent to it? J1efides, near three hundred :md forty 
thoufand pounds are charged for prize-money, which perhaps 
the king thought he ought not to account for. Thefe fums 
exceed the million and a half. 

Mm z 
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NOTE [0], p. 463. 

,...,DRVILLE has fa~d in his memoirs, vol. ii. p. q, 67. 
that Charles was never fincere in the triple alliance; 

and that, having entertained a violent animofity againft de 

\Vit, he endeavoured, by this artifice, to detach him from the 

f'rench alliance, with a view of afterwards finding an oppor

tunity to fatiate his vengeanca upon him. This account, 

though very little honourable to the king's memory, f.eerns 

1
robable from the events, as well as from the &uthority of th" 

author. · 















McGILL UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY 

During the session, the 
Library is open irom 9 a. m. 

till 6 p. m., and from 7.30 
till 10.30 p. m. 

On Saturdays the 
Library closes at 
SP· m. 

During vacations 
the Library closes J 

at 5 p. m. and 
on Saturdays at 
I p. m. 
Reference books 

may be borrowed 
only over n i g h t. 

They must be returned 
by 9 o'clock the follow-

A.cme Library Card Pocket 

Under Pat. "Ref. Index File" 

Made' by LIBRARY BUREAU, Boston 

NOT REMOVE THE CARD 
FROM THIS POCKET 




