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M y 0 \V N 

L F E. 

T is difficult for a man to fpeak long of himfe)f with· 

out vanity ; therefore~ I !hall be fhort. It may be 

thou6ht an infiance of vanity that I pretend at all to write 

m./ 1 ife; but thi~ K arrative (hall contain little more than 

th Hifiory of my 'Vritings; as, inceed, almofr all my 

life has been fpent in literary purfuits and occupations. 

The firfr fuccefs of mofi of my writings was not fuch as 

to be an objetl of vanity. 
I wAs born the 26th of April I 711, old fiyle, at Edin

burgh. I was of a good family, both by father and mo

ther : my father's family is a branch of the Earl of 

Home's, or Hume·s; and my ancefiors had been proprie

tors of the cftate, which my brother poffeff-::s, for feveral 

generations. My mother was daughter of Sir David 

Falconer, Prdident of the College of Juftice: the title of 

Lord Halkerton came by fucceffion to her brother. 

My family, however, was not rich, :md being myfelf a 

younger brother, my patri~ony, according to the mode: 
of my country, was of courfe very flender. My fath.er, 

wh.:> paffed for a man of parts, died when I wa.s an infant, 

leaving me, with an elder brother and a fifter, under the;: 
care of our mother, a woman of fingul~r merit, who 

•hough young and handfome, devoted herfelf entirely to . 

A + th 
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the rearing and educating of her children. I paffed through 

the ordinary courfe of education with fucccfs,- and was 

feized very early with a paffion for literature, which has 

b.een the ruling paffion of my life, and the great fource of 

tny enjoyments. My fiudious difpofition,. my fobriety, 

and my indufiry, gave my family a notion that the law 
-was a proper profeffion for me; but I found an unfur

.mountable averfion to every thing but the purfuits of phi
lofophy and general learning; and while they fancied I 
was poring upon Voet and Vinnius, Cicero and Virgil 

were the authors which I was fecretly devouring. 

My very flender fortune, however, being unfuitable to 

this plan of life, and my health being a little broken by 
my ardcnt,application, I was tempted, or rather forced, 

to make a very feeble trial for entering into a more ·aaive 

fcene of life. In 17 34, I went to Briftol, with fome re
commendations to eminent merchants, but in a few 

months found that fee ne totally unfuitable to me. I went 

over to France, with a v.iew of profecuting my fiudies in 

a country retreat; and I there laid ~hat plan of life, which 
I have.. ~eadily and fuccefsfull.y purfued. I refol ved to 

~akc a very rigid frugality fupply my deficiency of for
tune, to maintain unimpaired my indepef!dency, and to 

regard every object as contemptible, c~cept the improve

ment of my talents in ljterat Fe· 
DuRING my retreat in France, firfr at Reims, but 

chiefly at La Fleche, in Anjou, I compofed my Treatifi if 
Human J!t!ature. After paffing three years very agreeably 

in that country, I came over to London in 17 37. In the 

end of I 7 38, I publilhed my rrreatife, and immediately 
went down to my mother and my brother, who lived at his 

country-houfe, and was emP.loy!ng himfelf very judicioufl~ 
~nd fuccefsfully in the iriJprovement of his fortune. 

NEVFR literary atten;tpt was more unfcrtunate than 
fllY Treatife_of ~u.man Nature. It fell dtad-born from 

I · the 
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the prefs, without reaching fuch difiinB:ion, as even to ex· 

cite a murmur among the zea ots. But being naturally 
of a cheerful and fanguine temper, I very foon recovered 

the blow, a d profecuted with great ardour my fiudies in 
the courj try. In 1742, I printed at Edinburgh the firfl: 

part of my Eff~ys: the work was favourably received, and . 

foon made me entire y forget my former difappointment. 

I continued with my mother and brother in the country, 

and in that time recovered the knowledge of the Greek 

language, which I had too mu~h negleeted in my early 

youth. 
IN 1745, I received a letter from the Marquis of An

nandale, inviting me to come and live with him in Eng

land ; I found aifo, that the friends ,and family of that 

young nobleman were defirous of putting him under my ·· 
care and dire4ion, for the fiate of his mind and health 

required it.-1 lived with him a twelvemonth. My ap
pointments during that time made a confi~craole acceffion 
to my fmall fortune. . I then received an invitation from · 

General St. Clair to attend him as a fecretary.to his expe- ·. 
dition, which was at firfi meant againfi Canada, but ended 

in an incurfion on the coafr of France. Next year, t0 

wit, 17 4 7, I received an invitation from the Gt>ner;:u to 
attend him in the fame ftation in his military embaffy to ~ 
the courts of Vienna and Turin. I then wore the uniform 
of an officer, and was introduced at thefe courts as aid

de-camp to the general, along with Sir Harry Erikine • 

and Captain Grant, now General Grant The.fe two 
years were almoft the only interruptions which my frudies 

have received during the courfe of my life : I pafled them 
agreeably, and in good company· and my appointm nts, 

with my frugality, had made me reach a fortune, wh1ch I 

called inde.r.endent, though mofi: of my friends were in
clined to fmi!e when I faid fo: in lhort, I was now maf-

ter of near a thoufand pounds. 
I HAD 

ix 
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I HAD always entertained a notion, that my want of 
fuccefs in publi!hing the Treatifc of Human Nature, had 
proceeded more from the manner than the matter, and 
that I had been guilty o( a very ufual indifcredon, in 
going to the prcfs too early. I, therefore, cafi: the fidl: 
part of that work anew in the Enquiry concerning Hu
man U nderfranding, which was publiihcd while I was at 
Turin. But this piece was at firfl: little more fuccefsful 
than the Treatife of Human N ~tu re. On my return 
from Italy, I had the mpr~ification to find all England in 
a ferment, on account of Dr. lVIiddletoq's Free Enquiry, 
.while my performance was entirely ovedooked and ne
gleCted. A new edition, which had been publitbcd at 
London, of my Effays, moral and pol itical, met not with 
a much better reception. 

SucH is the fc)urce of natural temper, th at thefc Ji f
appointments made little or no im preffion on me. I 
went down in I 749, and lived two years with tny brottJer 
at his country-houfe, for my mother was now dead. I 
there compofed the fecond part of my Efray, which 1 call
ed Political Difcourfes, and alfo my Enquiry concerning 
the Principles of Morals, which is another part of my 
treatife, that I caft anew. Meanwhile, my bookfeller, 
A. Millar, informed me, that my former publications (all 
but the unfortunate Treatife) were beginning to be the 
fubject of converfation; that the fale of them was gra
dually increafing, and that new editions were demanded. 
Anfwers by Reverends, and Right Reverends, came out 
two or three in a year; and I found, by Dr. Warburton's 
railing, that the books were beginni~g to be efteemed in 
good company. However, I bad fixed a refolution, which 

I inflexibly maintained, never to reply to any body; and 
not being very irafcible in my temper, I have eafily kept 
myfelf clear of all literary fquabbles. Thefe fymptoms 
ef a fifing reputation gave me encoura_gement, as I was 

ever 
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:ever more difpofed to fee the favourable than unfavour

able fide of things; a turn of mind which it is more 

happy to poffefs, than to be born to an ei~ate of ten thou

fand a-year. 

IN 17 5 I, I removed from the country to the town, the 

true fcene for a man of letters. In 17 52, were publilhed 
at Edinburgh, where I then lived, my Polttical Difcourfes, 

the only work of mine that was fuccefsful on the fidl: 
publication. It was well received abroJd and at home. 

In the fame year was publilhed at London, my Enquiry 

concerning the Principles of Morals; which, in my own 
t>pinion (who ought not to judge on that fubject) is of all 
my writings, hifl:orical, philofophical, or literary, incom

parably the befr. lt came unnoticed and unobfervcd into 

~he world. 

IN 17 52, the Faculty of Advocates chofe me their Li
brarian, an office from which I received little or no emolu
ment, but which gave me the command of a large library. 

lithen formed the plan of writing the Hifrory of England; 

but being frightened with the notion of continuing a nar

rative through a period of 1700 years, I commenced with 

the acceffion of the Houfe of Stuart, an epoch when, I 
thought, the mifreprefentations of faction began chitfly to 

take place. I was, I own, fanguine in my expeCtations 
of the fuccefs of this work. I thought that I was the 
only hifrorian, that had at ouce neglected prefent power, 

intereft, and authority, and the cry of popular prejudices; 

and as the fubjetl: was fuited to every capacity, I expeCt:ed 
proportional applaufe. But miferable was my dif'appoint
tnent: I was affailed by one cry of reproach, difapproba

tion, and even detefi:ation ; Engli£h, Scotch, and Iriili, 
Whig and Tory, churchman .and fectary, freethinker and 

rehgionift, patriot and courtier, united i4l their rage 

againil: the man, who had prefumed to ilied a generous 

$Car for the fate of Charles I. and the earl of Strafford ; 
. .. . · and 
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and after the firft ebullitions of their fury were over, what 
was frill more mortifying, the book feemed to fink into 

oblivion. Ivlr. Millar told me, that in a twelvemonth he 

fold only forty-five copies of it. I fcarcely, indeed, h~ar~ 

of one man in the three kingdoms, confi.derable for ran~k or 

letters, that could endure the book. I muft only ex'cept 
the primate of England, Dr. Herring, and the primate of 

Ireland, Dr. Stone, which feem two odd exceptions. Thefe 

dignified prelates feparately fent me meffages not to be 
difcourageq. , 

I wAS, however, I confefs, difcouraged; and had not 
the war been at that time breaking out between France 

and England; I had certainly retired to fome provincial 

town of the former kingdom, have changed my name, and 
never more have returned to my native country. But as 

this fcheme was not now practicable, and the fubfeq 

volume was confiderably advanced, I refolved to .t' 

courage and to perfevere. 

IN this interval, I publilhc-d at Lond n my Natural 

HiHory of Religion, along with fome other fmall pie~es : 

its publie: entry was rather obfcure, except only that Dr. 
Hurd wrote a pamph:et againft it, w~th all the illiberal 

petulance, arrogance, and fcurrility, which di:lhnguilh the 
\Varburtonian fchool. This pamphlet gave me fomc con

folation for the otherwife indifferent reception of my per
formance. 

I 

In 17 56, two years after the fall of the firft volume, · 
was publilhed the fecond volume of ~y Hiftory, contain

ing t~e period from the death of Charles I. till the Revo

lution. This performance happened to give lefs difpleafure 
to the Whigs, and was better received. It not only rofc 
itfelf) but helped to buoy up its unfortunate brother. 

But though I had been taught by experience, that the 

Whig party were in poffeffion of befl:owing all places, 

both in the ftate and in literature, I was fo little inclined 

to 
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to yield to their fenfelefs clamour, that in above a hun
dred alterations, which farther ftudy, reading, or reflctl:ion 
engaged me to make in the reigns of the two fidl Stuarts, 
I have made all of them invariably to the Tory fide. It 
is ridiculous to confider the Engliih confiitution before 

that period as a regular plan of liberty. 

IN I 7 59, I publiilied my Hifl:ory of the Houfe of Tu
dor. The clamour againfl: this performance was almoft 
equal to that againft the Hifl:ory of the two firft Stuarts. 
The reign of Elizabeth was particularly obnoxious. But 
I was now callous againft the impreffions of public folly, 
and continued very peaceably and contentedly in my re
treat at Edinburgh, to finHh, in two volumes, the more 

early part of the Engliili Hifiory, which I gave to the 

public in 176 r, with tolerable, and but tolerable fuccefs. 

BuT, notwithfianding this variety of winds and feafons, 
to which my writings had been expofed, they had frill been 
making fuch advances, that the copy-money given me by 

the bookfellers, much exceeded any t!ling formerly known 
in England ; I was become not only independent, but 
()pulent. I retired to my native country of Scotland, 

determined never more to fet my foot out of it; and re

taining the fatisfacHon of, never having preferred a requefr 
to one great man, or even making advances of friendfhip 
to any of them. As I was now turned of fifty, I thought 

of paffing all the reft of my life in this philofophical man

ner, when I received, in 1763, an invitation from the 

Earl of Hertford, with whom I was not in the leaft ac

quainted, to attend him on his embaffy to Paris, with a 

near profpetl: of being appointed fecrctary to the embaffy; 

and, in the meanwhile, of performing the funB:ions of 

that office. This offer, however inviting, I at firft de

clined, both becaufe I was reluCtant to begin connexions 
with the great, and becaufe I · was afraid that the civilities 

and ~ay company of Paris, \Vould prove difagreeable to a 
perfon 

xiii 
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perfon of my age and humour : but on his lordlhip's re

peating the invitation, I accepted of it. I have every 

reafon, both of pleafure and intereft, to think myfelf 

happy in my connexions with that nobleman, as well as 

afterwards with his brother, General Conway. 

'raosE who have not feen the frrange effeCts of modes, 

will never imagine the reception I met with at Paris

from men and women of all ranks and frations. The 

more I refiled from their exceffive civilitie:-:, the more I 
was loaded with ' them. There is, however, a real fatis·

faetion in living at Paris, from the great number of fen

fible, knowing and polite company with which that city 

abounds above all places in the univerfe. I thought once 

of fettling there for life. 

I wAS appointed fecretary to the em batTy; and, iri 
fummer 1765, Lord Hertford left me, being appointed 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. I was charge d'affaires till 

the arrival of the Duke of Richmond, towards the end of 

the year. In the beginning of 1766, I left Paris, and 

next fummer went to Edinburgh, with the fame view as 

formerly, of burying myfdf in a philofophical retreat. I 
returned to that place, not richer, but with much more 

money, and a much larger income, by means of Lord 

Hertford's friendlhip, than I left it; and I was defirous of 

trying what fuperfluity could produce, as I had formerly 

·made an experiment of a competency. But in I 767, I 
received from Mr. Con way an invitation to be U nder-fe

cretary; and this invitation, both the character of the 

perfon, and my connexions with Lord Hertford, prevent

ed me from declining. I returned to Edinburgh in 1769., 
very opulent (for I pofTefTed a revenue of 10001. a-year):, 

healthy, and though fomewhat frricken in years, with the 

profpeB: of enjoying long my eaf~, and of feeing the in .. 

~reafe of my reputation, 
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IN fpring 177 5, I was flruck with a diforder iri my 
bowels, whicll at firfi: gave me no alarm, but has fince, as 

I apprehend it, become mortal and incurable. I now 

reckon upon a fpeedy diffolution. I have fuffered very 

littk pai::1 from my diforder; and what is more !hange, 

have, notw;thftanding the great decline of my perfon, ne

ver fuff.:red a moment's abatement of my fpirits; info

much, that were I to name a period of my life, which I 
fhould moft choofe to pafs over again, I might be tempted 

to point to this later period. I poffefs the fame a~dour as 

ever in frudy, and the fame gaiety in company. I confi

der befides, that a man of fixty-five, by dying, cuts off 

only a few years of infirmities ; and though I fee many 

fymptoms of my literary reputation's breaking out at laft 

with additional lufire, I knew that I could have but few 

years to enjoy it. It is difficult to be more detached from 

I{fe than I am at prefent. 

To conclude hifrorically with my own charaB:er. I 
am, or rather was (for that is the fry le I mufi: now ufe in 

fpeaking of myfelf, which €mbo1dens me the more to 

fpeak my ,fentiments); I was, I fay, a·man of mild difpo

fition, of command of temper, of an open, focial, and 

cheerful humour, capable of attachment, but little fufcep

tible of enmity, and of great moderation in all my paffions• 

Even my love of literary fame, my ruling paffion, never 

c foured my temper, notwithfranding my frequent difap· 

pointments. My company was not unacceptable to the 

young and carelefs, as well as to the frudious and literary; 

and as I took a particular pleafure in the company of mo

defr women, I had no reafon to be difpleafed with the re

ception I met with from them. Jn a word, though moft 

men, any wife eminent, have found reafon to complain of 

calumny, !never was touched, or even attacked by her 

baleful tooth: and though [ wanton! y expo fed myfe!f to 

the rage of both civil and religious fa5lions, they feemed 
to 

9 
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to be difc1rmed in my behalf of their wonted fury. My 
friends never had occafion to vindicate any one circum

ftance of my charaB:er and conduct : Not but that the 

zealots, we may well fuppofe, would have been glad to 

invent and propagate any frory to my difadvantnge; but 
they could never find any which they thought would 

wear the face of probability. I cannot fay there is no 

vanity in making this funeral oration of myfelf, but I 
hope it is not a mifplaced one; and this is a matter of 

fact which is eafily cleared and afcertained. 

A LET-
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WILLIAM STRAHAN, Efq. 

Kirkaldy, Fifelhire, Nov. 9, 1771. 
DEAR SIR, 

I T is with a real, though a very melancholy pleafure, 
that I fit down to give you fome account of the be

haviour of our late excellent friend, Mr. Hume, during 
his lafi: illnefs. • 

THoUGH, in his own judgment, his difeafe was mortal 
and incurable, yet he allowed himfelf to be prevailed upon, 
by the entreaty of his friends, to try what might be the 
effeB:s of a long journey. A few days before he fet out, 
he wrote that account of his own life, which, together 
with his other papers, he has· left to your care. My 
account, therefore, lhall begin where his ends 

HE fet out for London towards the end of April, and 
at Morpeth met with Mr. Joh~ Home and myfelf, who 
had both come down from London on purpofe to fee him, 
expeCting to have found him at Edinburgh. Mr. Home 
returned with him, and attended him during the whole of 

VoL. I. a his 



xviii LETTER FROM 

his ftay in England, with that care and attention which 

might be expeCted from a temper fo perfectly friendly and 

affeCtionate. As I had written to my mother that lhe 

might expeCt me in Scotland, I was under the neceffity of 

continuing rr.y journey. His difeafe feemed to yield to 

exercife and change of air, and when he arrived in Lon

don, he was apparently in much better health than when 

he left Edinburgh. He was advifed to go to Bath to 

drink the waters, which zppeared for fome time to have 

fo good an effect upon him, that even he himfelf began to 

entertain, what he was not apt to do, a better opinion of 

~ his own health. His fymptoms, however, foon returned 

with their ufual violence, and from that moment he gave 

up all thoughts of recovery, but fubmitted with the ut· 

mofr cheerfulnefs, <tnd the moft perfeCt complacency and 

rcfignation. Upon his return to Edinburgh, though he 

found himfelf much weaker, yet his cheerfulnefs never 

abated, and he continued to divert himfelf, as ufual, with 

corretl:ing his own works for a new edition, with reading 

books of amu{emcnt, with the converfation of his friends; 

and, fometimes in the evening, with a party at his favour

ite game of whifr. His chcerfu1nefs was .fo great, and his 

convcrfation and amufements run fo much in their ufual 

frrain, that, notwithfbmding all bad fymptoms, many people 

could not believe be was dy}ng. '~ I fball tell your friend, 

" Colonel Edmonftone," faid OoB:or Dundas to him one 

day, " that I left you much better, and in a fair way of 

" 1 ecovery ." " Doctor," fa id he, " as I believe you 

" would not chufe to tell any thing but the truth, you 

" had better tell him, that I am dying as fafi: as my· ene

" mies, if I have any, could with, and as eafily and cheer

" fully as my befi: friends could defire." Colonel Ed· 
mondftone foon afterwards came to fee him, and take leave 

of him; and on his way home, he could not forbear writing 

him a letter bidding him once more an eternal adieu, and 
applying 
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applying to him, as to a dying man, the beautiful French 

veries in which the Abbe Chaulieu, in expeCtation of 

his own death, laments his approaching fcparation from 

his friend, the i\!larquis de la Fare. .l\1r. Hume's mag. 

nanimity and firmnefs were (uch, that his mofl: affetl:ion

ate friends knew, that they hazarded nothing in talking 

or writing to him as to a dying man, and that fo far from 

being hurt by this franknefs, he was rather pleafed and 

flattered by it. I hap;.;ened to co:ne into his room while 

he was reading this letter, which he had jufi received, and 

which he immediately ihowed me. I told him, that 

though I was fenfible how very much he was weakened, 

and that appearances were in many refpcB:s very bad, yet 

his cheerfulnefs was fiill fo great, the fpirit of life feemed 

frill to be fo very thong in him, that [could not help en. 

tertaining iome faint hopes. He anfwercd, "Your hopes 

" are groundlefs.. An habitual diarrhrea of more than ~ 

~' year)s ftanding, would be ~ very bad difeafe at any 

" age : At my age it is a mortal one. When I lie down 

" in the evening, I feel myfelf weaker than when I rofe 

" in the morning; and when 1 rife in the morning, 

" weaker than when I lay down in the evening. I am 

H fenfible, befides, that fome of my vital parts are affected, 

" fo that I mufl: foon die." "Well," faid I, "if it 
mufi: be io, you have at leaf! the fatisfacrion of lcJving 

all your friends, your brother's family in particular, in 
great profperity." He faid, that he felt that fatisfaCl:ion 

fo feniibly, that when he was reading, a few days before, 

Lucian's Dialogues of the Dead, among all the excufes 

which are alleged to Charon for not entering readily into 

his boat, he could not find one that ficted him ; he had 

no houfe to finifh, he had no dattghter to provide for, he 
ha<l no enemies upon whom he wiLhed to revenge him

felf. " I could not well imagine," ' faid he, " what ex

" cufe I could make to Charon in order to ol;ltain a littlC:J 
a 'l " delav • ., 
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" delay. I have done every thing of confequence which 
" I ever meant to do, and I could at no time expeCt: to 

" leave my relatibns and friends in a better fituation than 

" that in which I am now likely to leave them : I, 
" therefore, have all rcc.fon to die contented." He then 

diverted himfelf with inventing feveral jocular excufes, 

:vhich he fuppofed he might make to Charon, and with 

imagining the very furly anfwers which it might fuit the 

LharaCler of Charon to return to them. " Upon further 

" confideration," faid he, " I thought I might fay to 

" him, Good Charon, I have been correCting my 
'~ works for a new edition. Allow me a little time, that 

" I may fee how the Public receives the alterations." 

But Charon would anfwer, " \¥hen you have feen the 

" effetl: of thefe, you will be for making other altera

" tions. There will be no end of fuch excufes; fe, 

" honefl friend, plcafe fiep into the boat." But I might 

frill urge, " Have a little patience, good Ch~ron, I have 

'~ been endeavouring to open the eyes of the Public. 

" If I live a few years longer, I may have the fatisfac

" tion of feeing the downfal of fome of the prevailing 

,, yftems of fuperfiition." But Charon would then .. lofe 

,111 temper and decency. " You loitering rogue, that 

" will not happen thefe many hundred years. Do you 

" fancy I will grant you a leafe for fo long a term ? 
" Get into the boat this infrant, you lazy, loitering 
'' rogue." 

BuT, though ~~Ir. Hume always talked of his ap

proaching di!folution with great cheerfulnefs, he never 

affetted to make any parade of his magnanimity. He 

11ever mentioned the fubjetl: but when the converfation 

naturally led to it, and never dwelt longer upon it than 

the courfe of the converfation happened to require : it 
\vas <1 fubjeCl: indeed which occurred pretty frequently, in 

€ont~c1ucnc~ of the inquiries which his friends, who 

came 
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eame to fee him, naturally made conccming the ftate of 
his health. The converfation which I mentioned above, 
and which p fled on Thurfday the 8th of Augufr, was the 
lafr, except one, that I ever had with bim. He had now 
become fo very weak, that the company of his mofi inti
mate friends fatigued him ; for his cheerfulnefs was frill 
fo great, his complaifance and facial difpofition were fiill 
fo entire, that when any friend was with him, he coul4 
not help talking more, and with greater exertion, than 
fuited the weaknefs of his body. At his own defire, 
therefore, I agreed to leave Edinburgh, where I was 
ftaying partly upon his account, and returned to my mo
ther's houfe here, at Kirkaldy, upon condition that he 
would fend for me whenever he wilhed to fee me; the 
phyfician who faw him moft frequently, Doctor Black, 
undertaking, in the mean time, to wnte me occafionally 
an account of the ftate of his health. 

ON the 22d of Augufr, the Doctor wrote me the fol
lowing letter : 

'~ SINCE my ]aft, Mr. Hume has paffed his time pretty 
eafily, but is much weaker. He fits up, goes down 
ftairs once a day, and amufes himfelf with reading, but 
fe1dom {ees any body. He finds, that even the converfa~ 
tion of his moll: intimate friends fatigues and opprdfes 
him; and it is happy that he does not need it, for he is 
quite free from anxiety, impatience, or Jow fpirits, and 
paffes his time very well with the affiftance of amufing 
books." 

I RECEIVED the day after a letter from Mr. Hume 
himfelf, of which the following is an ext~aa. 

" MY DEAREST FRIEND, 

" I AM obliged to make ufe of my nephew's band in 
riting to you, as I c.!o not rife to-day. * * • 

• • 
a 3 

• • 
"~ GQ 



LETTER FROM 

'' I eo very fafr to decline, and lafr night had a fmatl 
ever vmtch : hoped might put a quicker period to this 

teJwu -:, il r.ef'); but unhckily 1t_has, in a great meafure, 

gonP. ofF. I c~nno~ ·u \ m t to ) .-~ur coming ov~r here on 

my account, as t is poiiible for me to fe,e ye u fo tmall a 

part of the day, but DoB:or Black can better inform you 

concerning the degree of fl.rength vvhich may from time 

to time re .tiait.t with me. Adieu , &c." 
THREE days fl.fter I receiyed the following letter from 

lJoB:or Black. 

Edinburgh, Monday, 26th Augufr, 17i6• 

"DEAR SIR, 

" YESTERDAY about four o' clock afternoon, Mr. 
l-lume expired. The near approach of his death became 

evident in the ni;2:ht between Thurfday and Friday, when 

his difeafe became exceffive, and foon weakened him fo 

much, that he could no longer rife out of his bed. He 
continued to the lafr perfeB:ly fenfiblc, and free from 

much pain or feelings of difirefs. He never dropped the 

frnallefr expreffion of impatience; but when he had oc

cafion to fpeak to the people about him, always did it 

with affeCtion and tender~efs. ' I thought it improper to 

write to bring you over, efpcciall y as I heard that he had 

dictated a letter to you) defiring you not to come. \Vhen 

he became very weak, it coft him an effort to fpcak, and 

l}e died in fuch a happy compofure of mind, that nothing 

could exceed it." 

Tuus died our moll exce1lent1 and never to be for

gotten friend ; concerning whofe philofophical opinions 

men will, no doubt, judge varioufly, every one approv

~n~, or condemning them, according as they happen to 
~oinc\de or difagree with his own; but concerning whofe 

~haraCl:er and conduct there can fcarce be a difference of 

P.?in~on. His t~mper, indeed, feemed to be more bap-· 

f pPY 
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pily balanced, if I may be allowed fuch an expreffion, 

than that perhaps of any other man I have ever known. 

Even in the lowefl:: ftate of his fortune, his great and ne

ceffary frugality never hindered him from exercifing, upon 

propt.r occafions, aCts both of charity and generofity. It 

was a frugality founded not upon avarice, but upon the 

love of independency. The extreme gentlenefs of his 

nature never weakened either the firmnefs of his mind, 

or the fl::eadinefs of his refolutions. His confiant plea

fantry was the genuine effufion of good-nature and good

humour, tempered with delicacy and modefl:y, and with
out even the flighteft tinCture of malignity, fo frequently 
the difagreeable fource of what is called wit in other men. 
It never was the meaning of his raillery to mortify; and 

therefore, far from offending, it feldom failed to pleafe 

and delight, even thofe who were the objects of it. To 

h.is friends, who were frequently the objeCts of it, there 
was not perhaps any one of all his great and amiable qua~ 
lities, which contributed more to endear his converfation. 

And that gaiety· of temper, fo agreeable in fociety, but 
which is fo often accompanied with frivolous and fuper

ficial qualities, was in him certainly attended with the 

mofl:: fevere application, the mofi: extenfive learning, the 

greateft depth of thought, and a capacity in every refpetl: 
the mofr comprehenGve. Upon the whole, I have al

ways confidered him, both in his lifetime and fince his 
death, as approaching as nearly to the idea of a perfeCtly 
wife and virtuous man, as perhaps the nature of human 

frailty will per~it. 

1 ever am, dear Sir, 

11oft affeCtionate} y your's, 

AD A M sMITH. 

xxiii 
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The B R I T 0 N S. 

T HE curiofity, entertained by all civilized nations, c H A P. 

of enquiring into the exploits and adventures of~ 
their ancefi:ors, commonly excites a regret that 

the hifi:ory of remote ages :lhould always be fo much in-
volved in obfcurity, uncertainty, and contradiB:ion. In-

genious men, poffeffed of leifure, are apt to pulh their 
refearches beyond the period, in which literary monu-
ments are framed or preferved ; without reAeB:ing, that 

the hifi:ory of pail: events is immediately lofi: or disfigured, 
when intrufi:ed to memory and oral tradition, and that the 

adventures of barbarous nations, even if they were re· 
VoL. I. B cord~d, 
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C H A r. corded could afford little or no entertainment to men 
~born i~ a more cultivated age. The ~Oiwul~ons of a ci

vilized fiate ufually compofe the moft mfhuchve and mofr 
interefting part of its hifiory; but the fudden, violent, and 
unprepared revolutions, incident to Barbarians, are fo 

much guided by caprice, and terminate fo often in cruelty, 

that they difgufi us by the uniformity of their appearance; 
and it is rather fortunate for letters that they are buried in 
filence and oblivion. The only certain means, by which 

nations can indulge their curiofity in refearches concerning 

their remote origin, is to confider the language, manners, 

and cuftoms of their ancefiors, and to compare them with 

thofe of the neighbouring nations. The fables, which 
~re commonly employed to fupply the place of true hif

tory, ought entirely to be difregarded; or if any excep
tion be admitted to this general rule, it can only be in 

favour of the ancient Grecian fictions, which are fo cele· 

brated and fo agreeable, that they will ever be the objects 
of the attention of mankind. NegleCting,. therefore, all 

traditions or rather tales concerning the more early hifiory 

of Britain, we fuall only confider the fiate of the inha

bitants, as it appeared to the Romans on their invafion of 

this country: We iliall briefly run over the events, which 

attended the conquefi made by that empire, as belonging 
more to Roman than Britiih ftory : We iliall haften 

through the obfcure and uninterefting period of Saxon 

annals : And !hall referve a more full narration for thofe 
times, when the truth is both fo well afcertained and fo 
complete as to promife entertainment and inftruction tQ 
the reader. 

ALL ancient writers agree in reprefenting the firft inha
bitants of Britain as a tribe of the Gauls or Celtre who 

' peop!ed that ifland from the neighbouring continent. 
The1r language was the fame, their manners, their go• 
-vernment, their fuperfiition; varied only by thofe fmall 

differences, which time or a communication with the bor-

dering 
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dering nations muft neceffarily introduce. The inhabi- C H A P. 
1. 

tants of Gau1, efpccially in thofe parts which lye conti-~ 
guous to Italy, had acquired, from a commerce with 

their fouthern neighbours, fome refinement in the arts, 

which gradually diffufed themfelves northwards., and 

fpread but a very faint light over this ifland. The Greek 

and Roman navigators or merchants (for there were 

fcarcely any other travellers in thofe ages) brought back 
the moft {hocking accounts of the J·erocity of the people, 
which they magnified, as ufual, in order to excite the ad-

miration of their countrymen. The fouth-eafl: parts, 

however, of Britain, had already, before the age of C::efar, 

made the fir!l: and mofl: requifite fi:cp toward a civil f~ttle-

ment; and the Britons, by tillage and agriculture, had 
there encreafed to a great multitude a. The other inha-

bitants of the ifland frill maintained thcmfel ves by pafrure: 

They were clothed with fkins of beafl:s: They dwelt in 
huts, which they reared in the forefi:s and marihes, with 

which the country was covered: They ihifted eafily their 

habitation, when aB:uatcd either by the hopes of plunder 

or the fear of an enemy : The convenience of feeding 

their cattle was even a fufficient motive for removing their 

feats : And as they were ignorant of all the refinements of 

life, their wants and their poffdlions were equally fcanty 
and limited. 

THE Britons were divided into many fma11 nations or 

tribes; and being a military people, \vhofe foie property 

was their arms and their cattle, it was impoffible, after 

they had acquired a reliih of liberty, for their princes or 

chieftains to efiablifh any cl fpotic authority over them. 
Their governments, though monarchical, b were free, as 

well as thofe of all the Celtic nations; and the common 
people feem even to have enjoyed more liberty among 

them c, than among the nations of Gaul J, from whom 

a Crefar, lib. 4• 
Jtrabo, lib, 4• 

b Diod. Sic. lib. 4• 
c Dion C;:!Eus, lib. 75• 

B 2 

Mela, Jib. 3 c~p . 6. 
c c~fH, Jib . 6. 

they 
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C H A P. they were defcended. Each D-ate was divided into- fae
~ tiops within itfelfe: It was agttated with jealoufy or ani· 

mofity againfr the neighbounng ftates: And while t"b..e 
arts of peace were yet unknown,, wars were the chief oc
cupation, and formed the chief object of ambition, am.ong 

the people. 
THE religion of the Br~tons was one of the mofi con 

fiderable parts of their government; and the Druids, wh 
were their priefts, poffe£red great authority among theme 
Befides minifterjng at the altar, and direCting all religious 
duties, they prefided over the education of youth; they 
enjoyed an immunity from wars and taxes; they poffeffed 
both the civil and criminal j urifdiC:tion ; they decided all 

controverfies among ftates as well as among private per

fans, and whoever refufed to fubmit to their decree was 
expofed to the mofr fevere penalties. The fentence of 

excommunication was pr.onounced againft him: He was 

forbidden accefs to the facrifices or pu lie worfhip : He 
was debarred all intercourfe with h:s fellow-citizens, 

even in the common affairs of life: His company wa~ 

univerfally fhunned, as profane and cangerous:. He was 

refufed the proteCtion of law f: And death itfelf became 
an acceptable relief from the mifery and infamy to which. 
he was expofed. Thus, the bands of government, which 
were naturally loofe among that rude and turbulent peo
ple, were happily corroborated by the terrors of their fu .. 

periti tion. 
No fpecies of fuperftition was ever more terrible than 

that of the Druids. Befides the fevere penalties, which. 

it was in the power of the ecclefiafiics to inflict in this 

world, they inculcated the eternal tranfmigration of fouls; 
and thereby extended their authority as far as the fears of 
their timorous votaries. They practifed their rites in darl<: 

groves or other fecret receffes g ; and in order to throw a 

e Tacit. Agr. f Ca:far, lib. 6, Strabo~ lib, 4• g Plin. 

Jib u. cap. 1. 

great. er 
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greater myfiery over their religion, they communicated C H A P. I. 
their doB:rines only to the initiated, and frriB:ly forbad~ 
the committing of them to writing; left they fhould at any 
t1me be expofed to the examination of the profane vulgar. 

Human facrifices were pratlifed among them: The fpoils 
of war were often devoted to their divinities; and th~.-y 
puniilied with the feverefr tortures whoever dared to fecrete 
any part of the confecrated offering : Thefe treafures they 
kept in woods and forefrs, fecured by no ether guard than 
the terrors of their religion h; and this freddy conquefiover 
human avidity may be regarded as more fignal than their 

prompting men to the mofr extraordinary and mofr violent 
efforts No idolatrous wodhip ever attained fuch an 
afcendant over mankind as that of the ancient Gauls and 
Britons; and the Romans~ after their co~quefr, finding 

it impoffible to reconcile thofe nations to the laws and in
ftitutions of their mafrers, while it maintained its autho-
rity, were at lafr obliged to aboliili it by penal il:atutes; 
a violence, which had never in any other infrance been 

praC\:ifed by thofe tolerating conq uerdrs i. 

The R 0 M AN S. 

T HE Britons had long remained i.n this rude but in

dependent ftate, when Crefar, having over .. run all 

Gaul by his viCtories, firfr caft his eye on their ifland. 
He was not allured either b.y its riches or its renown; but 

being ambitious of carrying the Roman arms into a new 

world, then mofrly unknown, he took advantage of a 

fhort interval in his Gaulic wars, and made an invafion 
on Britain. The natives, informed of his intention, 

were fenfible of the unequal contefr, and endeavoured to. 

appeafe him by fubmiffions, ,.:vhich, however, retarded 

not the execution of his defign. After fome refifrance, 

i Sueton. in Vitl Claudii. 

B 3 he 
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C H A P. he landed as is fuppofed at Deal; and having obtained 
I ' ' . . ~ feveral advantages over the Bntons, and obltged them to 

Anno ante promife hofrages for their future obedience, he was con· 
c. Sj• . ftrained, by the necdEty of his affairs, and the approach 

of winter, to withdraw his forces into Gaul. The Bri
tons, relieved from the terror of his arms, negleCl:ed the 
performance of their fiipulations; and that haughty con
queror refolved next fummer to chafl:ife them for this 
breach of treaty. He landed with a greater force; and 
though he found a more regular refifrance from the Bri
tons, who had united under Caffivelaunus, one of their 
petty princes; he difcomfited them in every aB:ion. He 
advanced into the country; paffcd the Thames in the face 
of the enemy; took and burned the capital of Caffivelau
nus; efl:abli!hed his ally, 1\lfandubratius,in the fovereignty 
of the Trinobantes; and having obliged the inhabitants 
to make him new fubmiffions, he again returned with his 
army into Gaul, and left the authority of the Romans 
more nominal than real in this ifland. 

THE civil wars, which enfued, and which prepared 
the way for the efiablifhment of monarchy in Rome, 
faved the Britons from that yoke, which was ready to be 
impofed upon them. Augufius, the fucceffor of Crefar, 
content with the viB:ory obtained over the liberties of his 
own country, was little ambitious of acquiring fame by 
foreign wars; and being apprehenfive lefi the fame unli
mited extent of dominion, which had fubverted the repub
lic, might alfo overwhelm the empire, he recommended 
it to his fucceffors never to enlarge the territories of the 
Romans. Tiberius, jealous of the fame, which might 
be acquired by his generals, made this advice of Augufius 
a pretence for his inaCl:ivity k. The mad fallies of Cali
gula, in which he menaced Britain with an invafion , 
ferved only to expofe himfelf and the empire to ridicule: 
And the Britons had now, during almoft a century, en ... 

1t Tacit. Agr. 

joyed 
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joyed their liberty unmolefi:cd ; when the Romans, in the C H A P. l. 

reign of Claudius, began to think fcrioufly of reducing~ 
them under their dominion. Vlithout feeking any more 

jufi:i.fiable rcafons of hofi:ility than were employed by the 

late Europeans in fuhjetl:ing the Africa-s ancl Americans, A. D. H• 

they fent over an army under the command of Plautius, 

an able general, who gained fome viCtories, and made a 

confiderable progrefs in fubduing the inhabitants. Clau-
dius himfelf, finding matters fufliciently prepared for his 

reception, made a journey into Britain; and received the 

fubmiffion of feveral Britilh fi:ates, the Cantii, At rebates, 

Regni, and Trinobantes, who inhabited the fouth· cafi parts 

of the ifiand, and whom their poffeffions and more culti-

vated manner of life rendered willing to purchafe peace at 
the expence of their liberty. The other Britons, under 

the command of Caraetacus, ftill maintained an obiEnate 
refiftance, and the Romans made little progrefs againil: 

them; till Ofi:orius Scapula was fent over to command 

their armies. This general advanced the Roman con- A. D. 5o. 

quefis over the Britons; pierced into the country of the 

Silures, a warlike nation, who inhabited the b;1nks of the 

Severne ; defeated Caratl:acus in a great battle ; took him 

prifoner, and fent him to Rome, where his magnanimous 
behaviour procured him better treatment than thofe con
querors ufually befi:owed on captiv- princes 1

• 

NOTWITHSTANDING thefc misfortunes, the Britons 
were not fubdued; and this ifiand was regarded by the 
ambitious Romans as a field in which military honour 
might frill be acquired. Under the reign of Nero, Sue· A. D. 59• 

tonius Paulinus was invefted with the command, and 
prepared to fignalize his name by vitl:ories over thofe 
barbarians. Finding that the ifiand of 1\!Iona, now 
Anglefey, was the chief feat of the Druids, he refolved 
to attack it, and to fubjeel a place, which was the center 

1 Tacit. Ann. lib. u. • 

B+ of 
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C H A P. of their fuperfl:ition, and which afforded proteCtion to all 
~their baffled forces. The Britons endeavoured to obfl:ru~ 

his landing on this facred ifland, both by the force of the1r 
arms and the terrors of their religion. 1'he women and 
priefl:s were intermingled with the foldiers upon the fhore; 
and running about with flaming torches in their hands, 
and toffing their difhevelled hair, they ftruck greater ter
ror into the afl:onifhed Romans by their howlings, cries, 
and execrations, than the real danger from the armed 
forces was able to infpire. But Suetonius, exhorting his 
troops to defpife the menaces of a fuperfl:ition, which they 
defpifed, impelled them to the attack, drove the Britons 
off the field, burned the Druids in the fame fires which 
thofe priefl:s had prepared for their captive enemies, defl:roy
ed all the confecrated groves and altars; and, having thus 
triumphed over the religion of the Britons, he thought 
.hi~ future progrefs would be eafy, in reducing the people 
to fubjection. But he was difappointed in his expetl:a
tions. The Britons, taking advantage of his abfence, 
were all in arms; and headed by Boadicea, queen of the 
Iceni, who had been treated in the mofl: ignominious man
ner by the Roman tribunes, had already attacked with fuc .. 
cefs feveral fettlements of their infulting conquerors. Sue
tonius hafl:ened to the protection of London, which was 
already a flourifhing Roman colony; but he found on his 
arrival, that it would be req uinte for the general fafety to 
abandon that place to the mercilefs fury of the enemy. 
London was reduced to a!hes; fuch of the inhabitants as 
remained in it, were cruelly maffacred; the Romans and all 
fhangers, to the number of 70,000, were every where put 
to the fword without difrinetion ; and the Britons, by ren
dering the war thus bloody, feemed determined to cut off 
a11 hopes of peace or compofition with the enemy. But this 
cruelty was revenged by Suetonius in a great and decifive 
battle, where 8o,ooo of the Britons are faid to have pe-

. rilbed; and Boadicea herfelf, rather than fall into the 

hands 
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hands of the enraged viCtor, put an end to her ov.rn life by C H A P. 
1. 

poifon m. Ncro foon after recalled Suetonius from a go- '-.r--' 
vernment, where, by fuffering and inflicting fo many 

feverities, he was judged improper for compofing the an-
gry and alarmed minds of the inhabitants. After fome 
interval, Cerealis received the command from Vefpafian, 

and by his bravery propagated the terror of the Roman 

arms. J ulius Frontinus fucceedcd Cerealis both in autho-
rity and in reputation : But the general, who fir,ally 

eftablilhed the dominion of the Romans in this ifiand, 

was J ulius Agricola, who governed it in the reigns of 

Vefpafian, Titus, and Domitian, and difiinguifhed himfelf 

in that fcene of action. 
THIS great commander formed a regular plan for Cub

cluing Britain, and rendering the acquifition ufeful to the 

conquerors. He carried his victorious arms northwards, 

defeated the Britons in every encounter, pierced into the 

inacceffible forefts and mQuntains of Caledonia, reduced 

every ftate to fubjection in the fouthern parts of the ifiand, 

and chaced before him all the men of fiercer and more 

·intractable fpirits, who deemed war and death itfelf lcfs 

intolerable than fervitude under the victors . He even 
defeated them in a decifive action, which they fought 

under Galgacm, their leader; and having fixed a chain of 

garrifons, between the frith! of Clyde and Forth, he 
thereby cut off the ruder and more barren parts of the 
ifiand, and fecured the Roman province from the incur

fions of the barbarous inhabitants n. 

DuRING thefe military enterprizes, he neglected not 
the arts of peace. He in~roduced laws and civility among 
the Britons, taught them to defire and raife all the con
veniencies of life, reconciled them to the Roman lan .. 
guage and manners, inftructed them in letters and fcience, 
and employed every expedient to render thofe chains, 

m Tacit. Ann, lib. 14. 

which 



lO H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. which he had forged, both eafy and agreeable to them 0
• 

~The inhabitants, having experienced how unequal their 
own force was to refifr that of the Romans, acquiefced 

in the dominion of their mafrers, and were gradually in
corporated as a part of that mighty empire. 

'I'HIS was the lafr durable conquefr made by the Ro
mans; and Britain, once fubdueJ, gave no farther inqui
etude to the viB:or. Caledonia alone, defended by its 

barren mountains, and by the contempt which the Ro

mans entertained for it, fometimes infefied the more 
cultivated parts of the ifland by the incurfions of its inha ... 
bitants. The better to fecure the frontiers of the empire, 

Adrian, who vifited this ifland, built a rampart between 

the river Tyne and the frith of Solway: Loll ius U rbicus, 

under Antoninus Pius, ereB:cd one in the place where 
Agricola had formerly efiablilhed his garrifons: Severus, 
who made an expedition into Britain, and carried hi~ 

arms to the moft northern extremity of it, added new 
fortifications to the wall of Adrian; and during the reigns· 
of all the Roman emperors, fuch a profound tranquillity 
prevailed in Britain, that little mention is made of the 

affairs of that ifland by any hifiorian. The only inci

dents, which occur, are fome [editions or rebellions of 
the Roman legions quartered there, and fome ufurpations 

of the imperial dignity by the Roman governors. The 

natives, difarmcd, difpirited, and fubmiffive, had loft 
all defire and even idea of thei.i former liberty and inde
pendence. 

BuT the period was now come, when that enormous 
fabric of the Roman empire, which had diffufed flavery 
and oppreffion, together with peace and civility, over fo 
confiderable a part of the globe, was approaching towards 
its final difiolution. Italy, and the center of the empire, 

removed, during fo many ages, from all concern in the 

0 Tacit, Agr, 

wars, 
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wars, had entirely lofi the military fpirit, and were peo- C H A P. 

pled by an enervated race:~ equally difpofed to fubmit to a~ 
foreign yoke, or to the tyranny of their own rulers. 'The 
emperors found themfcl ves obliged to recruit their legions 
from the frontier provinces, where the genius of war, 
though languilhing, was not totally extinct; and thefe 
mercenary forces, cardefs of laws and civil infiitutions, 
efl:abli!hed a military governm~nt, no lefs dangeroui to the 

fovcrcign than to the people. The farther progrefs of the 

fame diforders introduced the bordering barbarians into 

the fervice of the Romans ; and thofe fierce nations, 
having now added difcipline to their native bravery, 
could no longer be refirained by the impotent policy of 
the emperors, who were accufiomed to employ one in the 
defl:ruction of the others. Senfible of their own force, 

and allured by the profpecr of fo rich a prize, the nor-

thern barbarians, in the reign of Arcadius and Honorius, 
affailed at once all the frontiers of the Roman empire; 

and having fir:fl: fatiated their avidity by plunder, began 
to think of fixing a fettlement in the wafted provinces. 
The more difiant barbarians, who occupied the deferted 
habitations of the former, advanced in their acq uifitions, 

and preffed with their incumbent weight the· Roman fl:ate, 
already unequal to the load which it fufl:ained. Infiead 

of arming the people in their own defence, the emperors 
recalled all the difiant legions, in whom alone they could 
repofe confidence; and collected the whole military force 
for the defence of the capital and center of the empire. 
The ncceffity of felf-prefervation had fuperfeded the am-
bition of power; and the ancient point of honour, never 
to contract the limits of the empire, could no longer be 
attended to in this defperate extremity. 

BRITAIN by its fituation was removed from the fury 
of thefe barbarous incurfions ; and being alfo a remote 
province, not much valued by the Romans, the legions, 
which defended it, were carried over to the proteCtion of 

Italy 
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C H A P. Italy and Gau1. But that province, though fecured by 
~the fea againfl: the inroads of the greater tribes of barba .. 

rians, found enemies on its frontiers, who took advantage 
of its prefent defencelefs fituation. The Picl:s and Scots, 
who dwelt in the northern parts, beyond the wall of An
toninus, made incurfions upon their peaceable and effemi
nate neighbours; and befides the temporary depreda
tions which they committed, thefe combined nations 

• threatened the whole province with fubjecbon, or, what 
the inhabitants mor" dreaded, with plunder and devafl:a
tion. The Picl:s feem to have been a tribe of the native 
Briti!h race, who, having been chaced into the northern 
parts by the conquefl:s of Agricola, had there intermingled 
with the ancient inhabitants: The Scots were derived 
from the fame Celtic origin, had firfl: been efrabli!hed in 
Ireland, had migrated t() the north-weft coafl:s of this ifiand, 
and had long been accufl:omed, as well from their old 
as their new feats, to infeft the Roman province by 
pyracy and rapine*. Thefe t{~bes, finding their more 

opulent neighbours expofed to invafion, foon broke over 
the Romall wall, no longer defended by the Roman arms ; 
and though a contemptible enemy in themfelves, met with 
no refifl:ancc from the unwarlike inhabitants. The Bri
tons, accufl:omed to have recourfe to the emperors for de
fence as well as government, made fupplications to Rome; 

and on.e legion was fent over for their proteCtion. This 
force was an over-match for the barbarians, repelled their . 
invafion, routed them in every engagement, and having 
chaced them into their ancient limits, returned in triumph 
to the defence of the fouthern provinces of the empire P. 

Their retreat brought on a new invafion of the enemy. 
The Britons made again an application to Rome, and 
again obtained the affifl:ance of a legion, which proved 
effeCtual for their relief: But the Romans, reduced t~ 

• See Note [A] at the end of the Volume, 
Jl Gildas, Bede, lib, I. c:ap. u, Paull, Diacon, 

extremities 
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extremities at home, and fatigued with thofe difiant ex• C H A P. 

peditions, informed the Britons that they mufr no longer~ 
look to them for fuccour, exhorted them to arm in their 

own defence, and urged, that, as they were now their 
own mafrers, it became them to proteCt by their valour 

, that independence, which their anci.ent lords hild confer

red upon them q_ That they might leave the ifland with 

the better grace, the Romans affifred them in ereCling 

anew the wall of Severus, which was built entirely of 

fione, and which the Britons had not at that time artifi
cers lkilful enough to repair r. And having done this lafl: 
good office to the inhabitants., they bid a final adieu to 

Britain, about the year 448 ; after being mafi:ers of the 

more confiderable part of it during the courfe of near four 

centuries. 

The B R I T 0 N S. 

T HE abjeB: Britons regarded this prefent of li
berty as fatal to them; and were in no condition 

to put in practice the prudent counfel given them by the 
Romans, to arm in their own defence. U naccufi:omed 
both to the perils of war, and to the cares of civil govern~ 

ment, they found themfclves incapable of forming or exe

cuting any meafures for refifring the incurfions of the 

barbarians. Gratran alfo and Confiantine, two Romans 

who had a little before affumed the purple in Britain, 

had carried over to the continent the flower of the BritHh. 

youth ; and having periCned in their unfuccefsful attempts 

on the imperial throne, had defpoiled the ifland of thofe, 

who, in this defperate extremity, were befi able to defend 

it. The Pith and Scots, finding that the Romans had 

finally relinqui!hed Britain, now regarded the whole as 
their prey, and attacked the northern wall with redou-

q Be de, lib, I, cap. u. r lbi.!, 

bled 
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CH A P. bled forces. The Britons, already fubdued by their own 
~fears, found the ramparts but a weak defence for them; 

and deferting their fration, left the country entirely open 
to the inroads of the barbarous enemy. The invaders 
carried devafiation and ruin along with them;. and exerted 
to the utmofl: their native ferocity, which was pot miti
gated by the helplefs condition and fubmiffive behaviour of 
the inhabitants s. The unhappy Britons had a third 
time recourfe to Rome, which had declared its refolution 
for ever to abandon them. .!Etius, the patrician, fuf
tained, at that time, by his valour and magnanimity, the 
tottering ruins of the empire, and revived for a moment 
among the degenerate Romans the fpirit, as well as difci
pline, of their anceftors. The Britifh ambaffadors carried 
to him the letter of their countrymen, which was in
fcribed, The Groans of the Britons. The tenor of the 
epifile was fuitable to its fuperfcription. The barbarians, 
fay they, on the one hand, chace us into the fea ; the fea, 
on the other, throws us hack upon the barbarians; and wt 

have only the hard choice left us, of perijhing by the Jword or 
hy the waves t. But .!Etiu~, prcffed by the arms of Attila, 
the mo:fl: terrible enemy that ever affailed the empire, had 
no leifure to attend to the complaints of allies, whom 
generofity alone _could induce him to affifi u. The Bri
tons, thus rejected, were reduced to defpair, deferted 
their habitations, abandoned tillage, and flying for pro· 
teB:ion to the fore:fl:s and mountains, fuffered equally 
from hunger and from the enemy. The barbarians them
'felves began to feel the preffures of famine in a country 
which they had ravaged; and being haraffed by the dif
perfed Britons, who had not dared to refifi them in a 

s Gildas. Bede, lib, 1, Ann. Bcverl. P• 45• 
lib. 1. cap. 13. Malmefbury, lib. I. (tap, I 1 

u Chroo, Sax, p. u. Edit. 1 69z. 

t Gildas, Bede, 

Ann. Beverl. p. 45· 

body, 
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body, they retreated with their fpoils into their own c H A P. 
I. 

country"'. ~ 

THE Britons, taking advantage of this interval, re
turned to their ufual occupations; and the favourable 
fcafons, which fuccccdcd, fccor\ding their induihy, made 
them foon forget their pail: miferies, and refiored to them 
great plenty of all the neccftuies of life. No more can 
be imagined to have beLn poffdfed by a people fo rude, 
who had not, without the aHiftance of the Romam, art 
of mafonry fufficicnt to raifc a fione rampart for their own 
defence: Yet the .1\1onkiili hifiorians x, \vho treat of tho!e 
events, complain of the luxury of the Britons during this 
period, and afcribe to that vice, not to their cowardice or 
improvident counfels, all their fubfequent calamities. 

THE Britons, entirely occupied in the enjoyment of 
· the prefent interval of peace, made no provifion for refifi:

ing the enemy, who, invited by their former timid beha
viour, foon threatened them with a new invafion. We 
are not exaCtly informed what fpecies of civil government 
the Romans on their departure had left among the Bri
tons ; but it appe?.rs probable, that the great men in the 
different difiriets affumed a kind of regal, though prcca
l·ious authority; and lived in a great mca[ure indepcndant 
of each other r. To this difunion of counfcls were allo 
added the difputes of theology; and the difcip!es of Pcla
giuss who was himfelf a native of Britain, having en
creafed to a great multitude, gave alarm to the clergy, 
who feem to have been more intent on fuppreffing them, 
than on oppofing the public enemy z. Labouring under 
thefe domefric evils, and menaced with a foreign invafion, 
the Britons attended only to the fuggefiions of their pre
fent fears ; and following th~ counfcls of V ortigern, 

w Ann. Beverl. p. 45· x ~ilcia!, Bede, lib. r. cap. '4· 
Y Gildas, U!her .1nt. Brit. p. :q.S. 347• z Gilda~1 Bede, lit•, I. 

cap. 17. Conftant, iu vita Germ, 

5 prince 
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c H A P. prince of Dumnonium, who, though ftained with every 
~vice, pofTeffed the chief authority among them a, they 

fent into Germany a deputation to invite over the Saxons 

for their proteCtion and affiflance. 

The SA X 0 N S. 

O F all the barbarous nations, known either in an .. 
cient or modern times, the Germans feem to have 

been the mofi: diftinguilbed both by their manners and po
litical infritut.ons, and to have carried to the highefr pitch 

the virtues of valour and love of liberty ; the onl v virtues 
which can have place among an uncivilized people, where 
juflice and humanity are commonly negleCted. Kingly 
government, even when eftabli:lhed among the Germans, 
(for it was not univerfal) poffeffed a very limited autho

rity; and though the fovereign was ufually chofen from 
among the royal family, he was direCted in every mea
fure by the t:ommon confent of the nation, over whom he 
prefided. When any important affairs were tranfaB:ed, 
all the warriors met in arms ; the men of greateft autho
rity ~mployed perfuafion to engage their confent ; th~ 
peopleexpreffed their approbation by rattling their armour, 
or their diffent by murmurs; there was no neceffity for a 
nice fcrutiny of votes among a multitude, who were ufu
ally carried with a ftrong current to one fide or the other; 
and the meafure, thus fuddenly chofen by general agree
ment, was executed with alacrity, and profecuted with 
vigour. Even in war, the princes governed more by ex
ample than by authority : But in peace, the civil union 
was in a great meafure diffolved, and the inferior leaders 
adminifrered jufrice, after an independant manner, each 

in hi~ particular diflriet. Thefe were elected by the votes 
of the people in their great councils; and though regard 
was paid to nobility in the choice, the4,r perfonal qualities, 

~ Gildas1 Gul. Milm. p. 8. 
chiefly 
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chiefly their valour, procured them, from the fuftrages of C H1~ P· 

their fellow-citizens, th3.t honourable but dangerous di-~ 

fiinB:ion. The warriors of each tribe attached thcmfelves 

to their leader, v.~th the mofr devoted affecrion and moft 

unlhaken confbncy. They ~ttended him as his ornament 
in peace, as his defence in war, as his co~ncil in the ad

minifrration of j ufrice. Their confiant emulation in mi-

litary renown diifolved not that inviolable friendlhip which 

they profeifed to their chieftain and to each other. To 

die for the honour of their band was their chief ambition: 

To furvive its difgrace, or the death of their leader, was 

infamous. They even carried into the field their women 

and children, who adopted all the martial fentiments of 

the men: And being thus impelled by every human mo

tive, they were invincible; where they were not oppofed, 

either by the fimilar manners and inftitutions of the neigh

bouring Germans, or by the fuperior difciplinc, arms, 

and numbers of the Romans b. 

THE leaders and their military companions were main

tained by the labour of their flaves, or by that of the 

weaker and lcfs warlike part of the commmunity, whom 

they defended. The contributions, which they levied, 

went not beyond a bare fubfiflence; and the honours, ac

quired by a fuperior rank, were the only reward of their 

fuperior dangers and fatigues. All the refined arts of life 

were unknown among the Gcrm:ans : Tillage itfelf was 

almofr wholly negletled: They even feem to have been 
anxious to prevent any improvements of that nature ; and 

the leaders, hy annually difi:ributing anew ~11 the land 

among the inhabitants of each village, kept them ft:om 

attaching themielves to particular pofieffions, or making 

fuch progrefs in agriculture as might diver~ their atten

tion from military expeditions, the chief occupation of 

the community c • 

., C~far, lib, 6. Tacit, de Mor. Germ, ~ Ca-far, lib. cS. Ta-

cit. ibid. 

VoL. I. C 
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c H A P. THE Saxons had been for fome time regarded as one or 
~the mofi: warlike tribes of this fierce people, and had be

come the terror of the neighbouring nations d. They had 
diffufed themfelves from the northern parts of Germany 
and the Cimbrian Cherfonefus, and had taken poffeffion 
of all the fea-coafi: from the mouth of the Rhine to Jut· 
land; whence they had long infefied by their pyracies all 
the eaftern and fouthern parts of Britain, and the nor
thern of Gaul e. In order to oppofe their inroads, the 
Romans had eftablilhed an officer, whom they called Count 
of the Saxonjhore; and as the naval arts can flourifu among 
a civilized people alone, they feem to have been more fuc
cefsful in repelling the Saxons than any of the other 
barbarians, by whom they were invaded. The diffolu
tion of the Roman power invited them to renew their 
inroads; and it was an acceptable circumfrance, that the 
deputies of the Britons appeared among them, and prompt
ed them to undertake an enterprize,. to which they were 
of themfelves fufficiently inclined r. 

HENGIST and Horfa, two brothers, pofiefred great 
credit among the Saxons, and were much celebrated both 
for their valour and nobility. They were reputed, as 
moll of the Saxon princes, to be fprung from W oden, 
who was wodhipped as a god among thofe nations, and 
.they are faid to be his great grandfons g; a circumftance 
which added much to their authority. We fhall not at~ 
tempt to trace any higher the origin of thofe princes and 
nations. It is evident what fruitlefs labour it mufl: be to 
fearch, in thofe barbarous and illiterate ages, for the an
nals of a people, when their firfl: leaders, known in any 
true hiftory, were believed by them to be the fourth in 
defcent from a fabulous deity, or from a man, exalted by 
jgnorance into that charaB:er. The dark indufl:ry of an· 

d Amm. Marcell. lib, :z.S. Orofius, e Amm. Marcdl. lib, "7• 

c.1p. 7• lib. zS. cap. 7• f Will. Maim. p. s. 'Bede3 lib, 1. 

cap. 15. Saxon (;hron. P• 13. Nennius, (ap, :t.S. 
5 tiquaries, 
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tiquaries, led by imaginary analogies of names, or by un- C H A P. 

certain tratlttions, would in vain attempt to pierce into~ 
that deep obfcurity, which covers the remote hifrory of 

thofe nations. 
THESE two brothers, obferving the other provinces of 

Germany to be occupied by a warlike and neceffitous peo
ple, and the rich provinces of Gaul already conquered or 
over-run by other German tribes, found it eafy to per
fuade their countrymen to embrace the foie enterprize, 
which promifed a favourable opportunity of difplaying 
their valour and gratifying their avidity. They embarked 
their troops in three veifels, and about the year 449 or 
450h, carried over r6oo men, who landed in the ifle of 
Thanet, and immediately marched to the defence of the 
Britons againfl: the northern invaders. The Scots and 
Pitl:s were unable to refift the valour of thefe auxiliaries; 
and the Britons, applauding their own wifdom in calling 
over the Saxons, hoped thenceforth to enjoy peace and 

fecurity under the powerful proteCtion of that warlike 
people. 

BuT Hengifr an Horfa, perceiving, from their eafy 
vitl-ory over the Scots and PiCl:s, with what facility they 
might fubdue the Britons themfelves., who had not been 
able to refifi thofe feeble invaders, were determined to con
quer and fight for their own grandeur, no~ for the de
fence of their degenerate allies. They fent intcllige!lce 
to Saxony of the fertility and riches of Britain; and re
prefcnted as certain the fubjeCl:ion of a people, fo long 
difufed to arms, who, being now cut off from the Ro
man empire, of which they had been a province during {o 

many ages, had not yet acquired any union among them
felves, and were deH:itute of all affeCl:ion to their new li
berties, and of all national attachments and regards i. 

h Saxon Chronicle, p. 12. Gnl.. Maim. p. 11. Hunting.ton, lib. z, 

P• 309. :Ethelwerd, Brompton, p. 72.8. i Ch:on, Sax. p. t:z., 

Ann, Beverl: p. 49• 

c 2 The 
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c H A P. The vices and pufillanimity of Vortigern, the Britifh 
I S . 

~leader, were a new ground of hope; and the axons. m 
Germany, follovnng fuch agreeable profpeB:s, foon rem
forced Hcngift and Horfa with 5000 meu, who came over 
in feventeen vcffels . The Britons now began to enter

tain apprchenfions of the ir allies, whofe numbers they 
found continually augmenting; but thought of no reme
dy, except a paffive fu bmiffion and connivance. This 

weak expedient foon failed them. The Saxons fought a 
quarrel by complaining, that their fubfidies were ill paid, 
and their provifions withdrawn k: And immediately tak

ing off the mafK, they formed an alliance with the Picts 
and Scots, and proceeded to open hofrility againfi the 

Britons. 
THE Britons, impelled by thefe violent extremities, 

and roufed to indignation againfi: their treacherous auxili
aries, ·were neceffitated to take arms; and having depofed 
V ortigern, who had become odious from his vices, and 
from the bad event of his rafh counfels, they put them

felves under the command of his fon, Vortimer. They 

fought many battles with their enemies; and though the 
victories in thefe a8ions be di fp uted between the Britifh 

and Saxon annalifis, the progrefs fiill made by the Saxons 

prove that the advantage was commonly on their fide. In 

one battle, however, fought at Eglesford, now Ailsford, 
Horfa, the Saxon general, was flain; and left the fole 
command over his countrymen in the hands of Hengifr. 
This active general, continually reinforced by frefh num-
bers from Germany, carried devafiation into the moll: 

remote corners of Britain ; and being chiefly anxious to 
fprcad the terror of his arms, he fparcd neither age, nor 
fex, nor condition, wherever he marched with his victo
rious forces. The private and public edifices of the Bri
tons were reduced to allies : The priefis were flaughtered 

on the altars by thofe idolatrous ravagers : The bifhops 

k Bede, lib, I. cap, 15. Ncnnius, c1p. 35· Gildas, ~ 23. 

and 
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~nd nobility iliarcd the fate of the vulgar: The people, c H A P. 

flying to the mountains and deferts, were intercepted and~ 
butchered in heaps: Some were glad ta accept of life and 
fervitude under their victors: Others, deferting their na-
tive country, took fhelter in the province of Armorica; 
where, being charitably received by a people of the fame 
lang\tage and manners, they fettled in great numbers, 

and gave the country the name of Brittany 1• 

THE Britifh WDiters affign one caufe, which facilitated 

the entrance of the Saxons into this ifland; the love, with 

which Vortigern was at fidl: feized for Rovena, the 
daughter or Hengift, and which that artful warrior made 

ufe of to blind the eyes of the imprudent monarch m. The 
fame hifi:orians add, that Vortimer died; and that V orti
gern, being refi:ored to the throne, accepted of a bang uet 
from Hengift, at Stonehenge; where 300 of his nobility 

. were treacheroufly flaughtered, and himfelf detained cap
tive n. But thefc ftories feem to have been invented by the 
Welili authors, in order to palliate the weak refifiance 
made at firft by their countrymen, and to account for the 
rflpid progrefs and licentious devafi:ations of the Saxons o. 

AFTER the death of Vorti~er, Ambrofius, a Briton, 
though of Roman defcent, was invefied with the com
mand over his countrymen, and endeavoured, not with
out fuccefs, to unite them in their refifi:ance againft the 
Saxons. Thofe contefts encreafed the animofity between 
the two nations, and roufed the military fpirit of the an
cient inhabitants, which had before been funk into a fatal 

lethargy. Hengift, however, notwith!bnding their op
pofition, frill maintained his ground in Britain; and in 
order to divide the forces and attention of the natives, he 
called over a new tribe of Saxons, under the command of 

his brother OB:a, and of Ebiffa, the fon of Oaa; and he 

I Bede, hb, I. cap. 15. Ulher, p. u6. Gildas, § 24. 
m bT ennius, Galfr. lib, 6. cap. u. n Nennius1 cap. 47·• Galfr. 
• Stillin~tleet's Orig, Britr, p. 324, 325. 
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c H A P. fettled them in Northumberland. He himfelf remained 
~ in the fouthern parts of the i!land, and laid the foundation 

of the kingdom of Kent, comprehending the county of 
that name: Middlefex, Effex, and part of Surrey. He 
fixed his royal feat at Canterbury; where he governed 
about forty years, and he died in or near the year 488; 
leaving his new-acquired dominions to his pofrerity. 

THE fuccefs of Hengifr excited the avidity of the other 
northern Germans ; and at different times, and under dif
fereJH leaders, they flocked over in multitudes to the in
vafion of this i!land. Thefe conquerors were chiefly 
compofed of three tribes, the Saxons, Angles, and J utes P, 

who all paffed under the common appellation, Come
times of Saxons, fometimes of Angles ; and [peaking 
the fame language, and being governed by the fame infli
tutions, they were naturally led, from thefe caufes, as 
well as from their common interefr, to unite themfelves 
againfl the ancient inhabitants. The refiftance however, 
though unequal, was frill maintained by the Britons; but 
became every day more feeble: And their calamities ad
mitted of few intervals, till they were driven into Cornwal 

-. and Wales, and received protection fro~ the remote fitu
ation or inacceffible mountains of tho(e countries. 

THE firfr Saxon ftate, after that of Kent, which was 
efiablifhed in Britain, was the kingdom of South-Saxony. 
In the year 477 q' .l:Ella, a Saxon chief, brought over 
an army from Germany; and landing on the fouthern 
coaft, proceeded to take poffeffion of the neighbouring 
territory. The Britons, now armed, did not tam~ly 
abandon thei~ poffeffions; nor were they expelled, till de-

P Bede, lib. t. c:lp. IS· Ethelwerd, p. S3 3· edit. Camdeni. Chron. 
Sax. P• 12• Ann, Beverl. p. 18. The inhabitants of Kent and the 111e of 
Wight were Jute~, Effex, Middlefex, Surrey, Suftex, and all the fouthern 
counties to Cornwal, were peopleg by Saxons ! Mercia and other parts of the 
kingdom were inhabited by Angles, · 

• Chron. Sax, p. 14. Ann, Bevert, p. 81, •. 
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feated in many battles by their warlike invaders. - The C H A P. 

m oft memorable aB:ion, mentioned by hifl:orians, is that~ 
of Mearcredes-Burn r; where, though the Saxons feem 
to have obtained the victory, they fuffered fo con!iderable 
a lofs, as fomewhat retarded the progrefs of their con-
quefl:s. But .!Ella, reinforced by fre!h numbers of his 

countrymen, again took the field againfl: the Britons ; 
and laid liege to Andred-Ceafl:er, which was defended by 
the garrifon and inhabitants with defperate valour s. The 
Saxons, enraged by this re!ifl:ance, and by the fatigues 
and dangers which they had fufl:ained, redoubled their 

efForts againfi the place, and when mafi:ers of it, put all 

their enemies to the fword without diftinction. This de-
ci!ive advantage fecured the conq11efrs of .lElla, who 
affumed the name of King, and extended his dominion 
over Suffex and a greati part of Surrey. He was !topped 
in his progrefs to the eaft by the kingdom of Kent: In 
that to the wefr by another tribe of Saxons, who had 
taken poffeffion of that territory. 

THESE Saxons, from the !ituation of the country, in 
which they fettled, were called the W efl:-Saxons, and 
landed in the year 495, under the command of Cerdic, 
and of his fon Kenric t. The Britons were, by paft ex

perience, fo much on their guard, and fo well prepared to 
receive the enemy, that they gave battle to Cerdic the 

very day of his landing; and though vaRquifued, ftill 
defended, for fome time, their liberties againfr the in
vaders. None of the other tribes of Saxons me~ with 

fuch vigorous re!iftance, or exerted fuch valour and per
feverance in pufuing their conq uefl:s. Cerdic was even 

obliged to call for the affiftance of his countrymen from 

the kingdoms of Kent and Su{fex, as well as from Ger~ 
~any, and he was thence joined by a frelh army under 

r SaxoD,. Chron. A. D. 485. Flor. Wigorri. s Hen. Huntin. 

u~. 2., ' Will. ~falm. lib. I. cap. r. P• 12, ChrQn, Sax. p. lS• 

the 
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c H A P. the command of Parte, and of his fons Bled a and Mcgla u. 

~Strengthened by thefe fuccours, he fought, in the year 

soB, a defperate battle with the Britons, commanded by 

N a~an -Leod, who was viCl:orious in the beginning of 

the aCl:ion, and routed the wing in which Cerdic him

fclf commanded. But Kenric, who had prevailed in 

the other wing, brought timely affifrance to his father, 

and refiored the battle, which ended in a complete 

victory gained by the Saxons w. Nazan-Leod perifhed, 

with sooo of his army: But left the Britons more 

weakened than difcouraged by his death. The war 

frill continued, though the fuccefs was commonly on the 

fide of the Saxons, whofe 1hort fwords and clofe manner 

of fighting gave them great advantage over the miffile 

weapons of the Britons. Cerdic was not wanting to his 

good fortune; and in order to extend his conquefrs, he laid 

.fiege to Mount Badon or Banefdowne near Bath, whither 

the mofi obfrinate of the difcomfired Britons had retired. 

'rhe fouthern Britons in this extremity applied for affifr

ance to Arthur, Prince of the Silures, whofe heroic va

lour now fufrained the declining fate of his country x. 

This is that Arthur fo much celebrated in the fongs of 

Thalieffin, and the other Britilh bards, and whofe mili

tary atchievements have been blended with fo many fables 

as even to give occafion for entertaining a doubt of his. 

r~al exifrence. But poets, though they disfigure the moft 

certain hifrory by their fictions, and ufe ftrange liberties 

with truth where they arc the fole hifrorians, as among 

the Britons, have commonly fome foundation for their 

wildcfi exaggerations. ertain it is, that the .fiege of 

Badon was raifed by the Britons in the year 520; and the 

Saxons were there difcomfited in a great battle Y. This 

misfortune flopped the progrefs of Cerdic ; but \Vas net 

u Chron. Sax. p. 17. 
Chron. Sax, p. 17. 

f;:hron, H, Huntin~. lib. z. 

,.,. H. Hunt;ng. lib, z, 
x Hunting. lib. z., 

Ethelwerd, lib. r. 
Y Gildas, Saxen 

fuffidcnt 
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·fufficient to wrefl: from hitn the conquefl:s, which he had C H A P. 

already mad€. He and his fon, Kenric, who fucceeded ~ 
him, efiablithed the kingdom of the W efl:-Saxons or of 
Weflex, over the counties of Rants, Dorfet, vVilts, 

Berks, and the Hle of Wight, and left their new-acquired 

dominions to their pofl:erity. Cerdic died in 534, Kcn-

ric in s6o. 
WHILE the Saxons made this progrefs in the fouth, 

their countrymen were not Iefs aB:ive in other quarters. 

In the year 527, a great tribe of adventurers, under fe .. 
vera! leaders, landed on the eafl:-coafi of Britain; and after 

fighting many battles, of which hifiory has preferved no 

particular account, they efiablithed three new kingdoms 

in this ifland. Uffa affumed the title of king of the Eafl:

Angles in 57 5 ; Crida that of Mercia in 58 5 z; and Er
kcnwin that of Ea:H:-Saxony or Effex nearly about the fame 

time; but the year is uncertain. This latter kingdom 
was difmembered from that of Kent, and comprehended 

Effex, Middlefex, and part of Hertfordfhire. That of 
the Eafl:-Angles, the counties of Cambridge, Suffolk, 

and Norfolk : Mercia was extended over all the middle 
counties, from the banks of the Severn, to the frontiers 

of thefc two kingdoms. 

THE Saxons, foon after ~he landing of Hengifr, had 

been planted in Northumberland ; but as they met with 

an obfl:inatc refifrance, and made but £ina11 progrefs in 
fubduing the inhabitants, their affairs were in fo unfettled 

a condition, that none of their princes for a long time 

affumed the appellation of king. At lafi in 5 47 '\ Ida, a 
Saxon prince of great valour b, who claimed a defcent, as 
did all the other princes of that nation, from Woden, 
brought over a reinforcement from Germany, and enabled 

the Northumbrians to carry on their conquefis over the 
Britons. He entirely fubducd the county now called 

z Math. Weft. Huntingdon, lib. z. 
l:J Will, .Malmf p. 19. 

il Chron. Sax, P• 19. 

Northumberland, 
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c H A P. Northumberland, the bifhopric of Durham, as well ai 

~ fome of the fouth-eaft counties of Scotland ; and he 
affumed the crown under the title of king of Bernici~. 
Nearly about the fame time, .lElla, another Saxon prince, 

having conquered Lancafhire, and the greater part of 
York£hire, received the appellation of king of De1ri c. 

Thefe two kingdoms were united in the perfon of Ethel
frid, grandfon of Ida, who married Acca, the daughter 
of JElla; and expelling her brother, Edwin, eftabli£hed 
one of the moft powerful of the Saxon kingdoms, by 
the title of Northumberland. How far his dominions 
extended into the country now calleJ Scotland.is uncer
tain; but it cannot be doubted, that all the lowlands, 
efpecially the eaft-coaft of that country, were peopled in 

a great meafure from Germany; though the e~peditions, 
made by the feveral Saxon adventurers, have efcaped the 
records of hifiory. The language, fpoken in thofe coun• 

tries, which is purely Saxon, is a ftronger proof of this 

event, than can be oppofed by the imperfeCt, or rather 
fabulous annals, which are obtruded on us by the Scotti1h 

hifiorians. 

The H E P T A R C H Y. 

T HUS was efiabliihed, after a violent conteft of 
near a hundred and fifty years, the Heptarchy, or 

feven Saxon kingdoms, in Britain; and the whole fouthern 
part of the Hland, except Wales and Cornwal, had totally 
changed its inhabitants, langu~ge, cuftoms, and political 
inftitutions. The Britons, under the Roman dominion, 
had made fuch advances towards arts and civil manners, 
that they had built twenty-eight confi.derable cities within 
their province, befi.des a great number of villages and 

~ountry-feats d: But the fierce conquerors, by whom they 

c Ann, Bever. P• 78, u G]das. Bede, lib. J, 

were 
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were now fubdued, threw every thing back into ancient C H
1 

:A P. 

barbarity; and thofe few natives, who were not either~ 
ma!facred or expelled their h~bittltions, were reduced tQ 
the mofr abject flavery. None of the other northern con-
querors, the Franks, Goths, Vandals, or Burgundians, 
though they over-ran the fouthern provinces of the em-
pire like a mighty torrent, made fuch devaftations in the 
conquered territories, or were inflamed into fo violent an 
4l.nimofity againfr the ancient inhabitants. As the Sax ... 
ons came over at intervals in feparate bodies, the Britons, 
however at firft unwarlike, were tempted to make refift-
ance ; and hofrilities, being thereby prolonged, proved 
more deftructive to both parties, efpecially to the van-
quifued. The firft invaders from Germany, infread of 
~xcluding other adventurers, who muft fhare with 
them the fpoils of the ancient inhabitants, were ob-
liged to folicit frefh fupplies from their own coun-
try; and a total extermination of the Britons became the 
foie expedient for providing a fettlement and fubfiftence 
to th~ new planters. Hence there have been found in 
hiftory few conq uefrs more ruinous than that of the Sax-
()ns ; and few revolutions more violent than that which 
they introduced. 

So long as the conteft was maintained witQ the natives, 
the feveral Saxon princes preferved a union of counfels 
and interefi:s ; but after the Britons were fhut up in the 
barren countries of Cornwal and Wales, and gave no far
ther difiurbance to the conquerors, the band of alliance 
was in a great meafure diffolved among the princes of the 
Heptarchy. Though one prince feems frill to have been 
allowed, or to have affumed, an afcendant over the whole, 
his authority, if it ought ever to be deemed regular or legal, 
w.as extremely limited; and each :fiate aCl:ed as if it had 
been independant, and wholly feparate from the reft. 
Wars, therefore, and revolutions and di!fenfions were 
\lnavoidable among a tuz:bulent and military people; and 

thefc 
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C H A P. thefe events, however intricate or confufed, ought now 
~to become the objeCl:s of our attention. But, added to 

the difficulty of carrying on at once the hiftory of feven 
independant kingdoms, there is great difcouragement to 
a writer, arifing from the uncertainty, at leaft barrennefs, 
of the accounts tranfmitted to us. The Monks, who 
were the only annalifis during thofe ages, lived remote 
from public affairs, confidered the civil tranfactions as 
entirely fubordinate to the ecclefiaftical, and befides par
taking of the ignorance and barbarity, which were then 
univerfal, were ftrongly infected with credulity, with 
the love of wonder, and with a propenfity to impofture; 
vices almofi infeparable from their profeffion, and man
ner oflife. The hiftory of that period abounds in names, 

but is extremely barren of events; or the events are re

.latcd fo much without circumfrances and caufcs, that the 
mofr profound or mofl: eloquent writer mufr defpair of 
rendering them either inftructive or entertaining to the 
reader. Even the great learning and vigorous imagina
tion of Milton funk under the weight; and this author 

fcruples not to declare, that the fkirmifhes of kites or 

crows as much merited a particular narrative, as the con

fufed tranfaCl:ions and battles of the Saxon Heptarchy e. 

In order, however, to connect the events in fome tole

rable meafure, we fhall give a fuccinB: account of the 
fucceffions of kings, and of the more remarkable revolu
tions in each particular kingdom; beginning with that 

of Kent, which was the firfr cfrablilhed. 

The Kingdom of I<. E N T. 

ES C US fucceeded his father, Hengiil:, in the king

dom of Kent; but fecms not to have poffdfed the 

military geni~s of that conqueror, who firfi made way 

for the entrance of the Saxon arms into Britain. All the 

c Milton in Kcnnet.r P• so. 
Saxons, 
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S:txons, who fought either the fame of valour, or new C H A P. 

efiabli!hments by arms, . flocked to the ftandard of .lElla, ~ 
king of Suffex, who was carrying on fuccefsful war againft 
the Britons, and laying the foundations of a new king-
dom. Efcus was content to poffefs in tranquillity the 
kingdom of Kent, which he left in 512 to his fon Ocb, 
in whofe time the Eafi:- Saxons efiablilhed their monarchy, 
and difmembered the provinces of Effex and l\1iddlcfex 
from that of Kent. His death, after a reign of twenty-
tv:o years, made room for ltis fon Hermenric in 534, who 
performed nothing memorable during a reign of thirty-
two years; except affociating with him his fon, Ethel-

bert, in the government,' that he might fecure the fuc-
ceffion in his family, :and prevent fuch rettolutions as are 
incident to a turbulent and barbarous monarchy. 

ETHELDER T revived the reputation of his family, 
which had languifhed for fome generations. The inac
tiv~ty of his prcdecefTors, and the fituation of his country, 
fecured from ~11 hofl:ility with the Britons, ftem to have 
much enfeebled the warlike genius of the Kentifh Saxons; 
and Ethelbert, in his fidl: attempt to aggrandize his coun
try, and difringuifu his own name, was unfuccefsful r. 
He was twice difcomfitcd in battle by Ceau11n, king of 
Weffex; and obliged to yield the fuperiority in the Hep
tarchy. to that ambitious monarch, who prefcrved no mo
deration in his victory, and by reducing the kingdom of 
Suffex to fubjcB:ion, excited jealoufy in all the other 
princes. An affociation was formed ag:tinfr him; and 
Ethelbcrt, intrufl:ed with the command of the allies, 
gave him battle, and obtained a uecifive vicrory g. Ceau
lin died foon after; and Ethelbert fucceeded as well to 
his afcendant among the Saxon fl:ates, as to his other am
bitious projects. He re luccd all the prince~, except the 
king of Northumberland, to a frriEl: dependance upon 
l1im; and even efl:ablifhed hitnfelf by force on the throne.J 

f Chrcn, Sax, F• :H. g H. Hunting lib, 7.., 

of 
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c H A P. of Mercia, the mofi: extenfive of the Saxon kingdoms. 

~ Apprehenfive, however, of a dangerous league againft 
him, like that by which he himfelf had been enabled to 

overthrovv Ceaulin, he had the prudence to refign the 
kingdom of Mercia to Webba, the rightful heir, the fon 

of Crida, who had firft founded that monarchy. But go
verned frill by ambition more than by juftice, he gave 
Webba poffeffion of the crown on fuch conditions, as 

rendered him little better than a tributary prince under hii 

artful benefaCl:or. 
BuT the moft memorable event, which difiinguifued 

the reign of this great prince, was the introduction of the 
Chriftian religion among the Engli{h Saxons. The fu
perfi:ition of the Germans, particularly that of the Sax· 
ons, was of the groffeft and mofi: barbarous kind ; and 
being founded on traditional tales, received from their 
anceftors, not reduced to any fyfiem, not fupported 
by political infi:itutions, like that of the Druids, it feems 
to have made little impreffion on its votaries, and to have 
eafily refigned its place to the new docrrine, promulgated 

to them. Woden, whom they deemed the anceftor of all 
their princes, was regarded as the god of war, and, 
by a natural confequence, became their fupreme deity, 
.and the chief object of their religioui worihip. They be
lieved, that, if they obtained the favour of this divinity 
by their valour, (for they made lefs account of the other 
virtues) they fuould be admitted after their death into his 
hall ; and repofing on couches, fuould fatiate themfelves 

with ale from the ikulls of their enemies, whom they had 
flain in battle. Incited by this idea of paradife, which 
gratified at once the paffion of revenge and that of intem
perance, the ruling inclinations of barbarians, they de
fpifed the dangers of war, and encreafed their native 
ferocity againfi: the vanquilhed by their religious preju
dices. "\Ve know little of the other theological tenets of 

theSaxoni: We only learn that they were polytheifts; that 
they 
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they worlhipped the fun and moon; that they adored the C H A P. 
I. 

god of thunder, under the name of Thor; that they~ 
had images in their temples ; that they pnB:ifed facrifices; 
believed firmly in fpells and inchantments; and admitted 
in general a fyfiem of doCtrines, which they held as fa-
cred, but which, like all other fuperftitions, muft carry 
the air of the wildefi extravagance, if propounded to thofe 
who are not familiarized to it from their earlieft infancy. 

THE confiant hofi:ilities, which the Saxons maintained 
againfl: the Britons, would naturally indifpofe them for re
ceiving the Chrifrian faith, when preached to them by 
fuch inveterate enemies; and perhaps the Britons, as is 
objeB:ed to them by Gildas and Bede, were not overfond 
of communicating to their cruel invaders the doB:rine of 
eternal life and falvation. But as a civilized people, 
however fubdued by arms, frill maintain a fenfible fupc
riority over barbarous and ignorant nations, all the other 
northern conquerors of Europe had been already induced 
to embrace the Chrifi:ian faith, which they found efta
blilhed in the empire; and it was impoffi.ble but the Saxons 
informed of this event, mufi have regarded with fome 
degree of veneration a doctrine, which had acquirea the 
afcendant over all their brethren. However limited in 
their views, they could not but have perceived a de6ree of 
cultivation in the fouthern countries beyond what they 
themfelves poffeffed; and it was natural for them to yield 
to that fuperior knowledge, as well as zeal, by which the 
inh~bitants of the Chrifiian kingdoms were even at that 
time difiinguilhed. 

BuT thefe caufes might long have failed of producing 
any confiderable effect, had not a favourable incident pre
pared the means of introducing Chriftianity into Kent. 
Ethelbert, in his father's lifetime, had married Bertha, 
the only daughter of Caribert, king of Parish, one of the 

b Gre:. of T®rs, lib, 9• ~ap. l6~ ~. HuntillS· lib. z. 
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C H A P. defcendants of Clovis, the conqueror of Gaul; but be
~ fore he was admitted to this alliance.' he was obliged .to 

ftipulate, that the princefs iliould enJOY the free cxerctfe 
of her religion ; a conceffion not difficult to be obtained 
from the idolatrous Saxons i. Bertha brought over a 
French bifhop to the court of Canterbury; and l:eing 
zealous for the propagation of her religion, fhe had been 
very affiduous in her devotional exercifes, had fupported 

the credit of her faith by an irreproachable conduct, and 
had employed every art of infinuation and addrefs o re
concile her hufband to her religious principles. Her 
popularity in the court, and her influence over Ethelbert, 
had fowell paved the way for the reception of the Chrifiian 
doctrine, that Gregory, firnamed the Great, then Roman 
pontiff, began to entertain hopes of effecting a project 
which he himfelf, before he mounted the papal th~one, 
had once embraced, of converting the Britifh Saxons. 

IT happened, that thi6 prelate, at that time in a pri

vate fl:ation, had obferved in the market-place of Rome 
fome Saxon youth expofed to fale, whom the Roman mer
chants, in their trading voyages to Britain, had bought of 
their mercenary parents. Struck with the beauty of their 
fair complexions and blooming countenances, Gregory 
afked to what country they belonged ; and being told they 

were Angles, he replied, that they ought more properly t~ 
be denominated angels: It were a pity that the Prince of 
Darknefs iliould enjoy fo fair a prey, and that fo bcalltiful 

a frontifpiece fhould cover a mind defl:itute of internal grace 

and righteoufnefs. Enquiring farther concerning the name 
of their province, he was informed, that it was DE'iri a , 
difi:ritl: of Northumberland: Dei'ri I replied he, tbat is 
good! Cf7Jey are called to the mercy of God from his anger, 
De ira. But what is tbe name of the king of that pro'ilince? 
He was told it was /Ella or Alia: Alleluiah, cried he: IYt 
m1fll endeavour, that the praifes of God be Jung in their coun• 

1 Bede, lib, le cap. ~5· Brompton1 p. 729, 

.'l'J~ 
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'try. Moved by thefe allufions, which appeared to hiin fo c H A p. 

happy, he determined to undertake, himfelf, a miffion ~ 
into Britain; and having obtained the Pope's approbation, 

he p:epared for that perilous journey : But his popularity 
at h<me was fo great, that the Romans, unwilling to 

expcie him to fuch dangers, oppofed his defign; and he 
was obliged for the prefent to lay afide all farther thoughts 

of e::::ecuting that pious purpofe k. 

THE controverfy between the Pagans and the Chri
fiiam was rtot entirely cooled in that age ; and no pontiff 
bcfo1e Gregory had ever carried to greater excefs an in· 

temferate zeal againfr the former religion. He had waged 
war with all the precious monuments of the ancients, 

:tnd (Ven with their writings; which, as appears from the 
ftrain of his own wit, as well as from the fl:yle of his cbm
pofitons, he had not tafre or genius fufficierit to compre
hend Ambitious to difringuilh his pontificate by the 
converfion of the Britilh Saxons, he pitched on Auguf

tine, a Roman monk, and fent him with forty affociates 

to p1each the gofpel in this ifland. Thefe miffionaries, 

terrilied with the dangers which might attend their pro
pofirg a new dotl:rirte to fo fierce a people, of whofe lan
guage they were ignorant, flopped fome time in France, 
and ~eht back Augufl:ine to lay the hazards aud difficul· 
ties before the Pope, and crave his permifiion to defift 
from the undertaking. But Gregory exhorted them to 
perf(vere in their purpofe, advifed them to chufe fome 
inteipreters ftom among the Franks, who frill fpoke the 
famdanguage with the Saxons 1, and recommended them 
to tle good offices of queen Brunehaut, who had at this 
timeufurped the fovereign power in France. This prin 
cefs, though ftained with every vice of treachery and 
crue:ty, either po!fe!fed or "pretended great zeal for the 

k ~ede, lib. :i. cap. J, Spell, Cone. p. 91. 

ap. 2J· 

Vot. 1. p 
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€ H A P. caufe · and Gregory acknowledo-ed, that to her frien~ly 
I. ' b • 

~affiftance was, in a great meafure, owmg the fuccefs of 

that undertaking m. 

AuGUSTINE, on his arrival in Kent in the year 597 \ 
found the danger much lefs than he had apprehended. 
Ethelbert, already well-difpofed towards the Chrifiian 
faith, affigned him a habitation in the Hle of Thanet; 
and foon after admitted him to a conference. Appre
henfive, however, left fpells or enchantments might be 
employed againfl: him by priefl:s, who brought an unknown 
wodhip from a difl:ant country, he had the precaution to 

receive them in the open air, where, he believed the 
force of their magic would be more eafily diffipated 0

• 

Here Augufii.ne, by means of his interpreters, delivered 
to him the tenets of the Chriil:ian faith,. and promifed 
him eternal joys above,. and a kingdom in heaven without 
end, if he would be pe;fuaded to receive that falutary 

dochine. "' ~>" Your words and promifes," replied Ethel .. 
bert, " are fair; but hecaufe they are new and uncertain, 
" I cannot entirely yield to them, and relinquiih the 
" principles, which I and my ancefrors have fo long main
" tained. You are welcome, however, to remain here 
" in peace; and as you have undertaken fo long a jour .. 
" ney, folely, as it appears, for what you believe to be 

" for our advantage, I will fupply you with all neceffa: .. 

" ries, and permit you to deliver your doctrine to my 
'' fubjeCls q." 

AuGUSTlNE, encouraged by this favourable reception, 
and feeing now a profpeCl: of fuccefs, proceeded with re
doubled zeal to preach the gofpel to the Kentifu Saxons. 
He attracted their attention by the auil:erity of his man-

11I Greg. Epifr. lib. 9 epift. 56. Spell. Cone. p. Sz, n Higden-, 

Polychron. lib. 5· Chron. S&x. p. 23. o Bede, lib .. 1. cap. 25. 
H. Hunting. lib. 3· Brompton, p. 7"9· Parker Antiq. Brjt. Eccl. p. 61 • 

. P Bc:de, lib. 1. cap. '1). Chron. W. Thorn. !:'• 1759'· q Bede, 

l1b. 1, cap. ~s. H. Hunting. lib. 3· Brompton, p. 71. 9, 

ners, 
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rters, by the fevere pennances to which he fubjeCl:ed him- c H A P. 

felf, by the abfl:inence and [elf-denial which he praCl:ifed : ~ 
And having excited their wonder by a courfe of life, · 
which appeared fo contrary to nature, he procured more 
eafily their belief of miracles, which, it was pretended, 
he wrought for their converfion r. Influenced by thefe 
motives, and by the declared favour of the court, num-
bers of the Kentilh men were baptized; and the king 
himfelf was perfuaded tofu bmit to that rite of Ch!"ifl:ia-
nity. His example had great influence with his fu bjeB:s; 
but he employed no force to b ring them over to the new 
doctrine. Auguftine thought proper, in the commence-
ment of his million, to affume the appearance of the 
greateR lenity : He told Ethelbert, that the fervice of 
Chrifl: mufl: be entirely voluntary, and that no violence 
ought ever to be ufed in propagating fo falutary a doe .. 
trine s, 

THE intelligence, received of thefe fpiritual conqueRs, 
afforded great joy to the Romans ; who now exulted as 
much in thofe peaceful trophies, as their ancefh~rs had 
ever done in their mofl: fanguinary triumphs, and moft 
fplendid victories. Gregory wrote a letter to Ethelbert, 
in which, after informing him that the end of the world 
was approaching, he exhorted him to difplay his zeal in 
the converfion of his fubjeB:s, to exert rigour againfl: the 
wodhip of idols, and to build up the good work ofholi
nefs by every expedient of exhortation; terror, blandifh
ment, or correction t : A doctrine more fuitable to that 
age, and to the ufual papal maxims, than the tolerating 
principles, which Augufl:ine had thought it prudent to 
inculcate. The pontiff alfo anfwered fome quefrions, 
which the miffionary had put concerning the government 
of the new church of Kent. Befides other queries, which 

r Bede; lib. 1. cap. :z.6. s Ibid. cap. ~6. H. Hunting, lib, 3• 
t Bede, lib~ I, cap, 32. Brompton, p. 73Z• Spell, Cone, .P• 86. 

D2 jt 
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c H A P. it is not material here to relate, Augufline afk.ed, If/he .. 

~ ther coujin-germans might be al/()Wed to marry? Gregory 
anfwered, that that liberty had indeed been formerly 
granted by the Roman law:; but that experience had 

fuewn, that no iffue could ever come from fuch mar

riages; and he therefore prohibited them. Augufline 

a!ked, Whether a wommt pregnant might be baptized? Gre

gory anfwered, that he faw no objeCtion. How foon after 

the birth the child might receive baptifin? It was anfwered, 
Immediately, if neceffary. 1-Iow foon a hujband might have 

commerce U'ith his wife after her delivery ? Not till ilie had 
given fuck to her child: a praClice to which Gregory 
exhorts all women. How foon a man might enter the church, 

or receive the Jm:rament, after having had commerce with his 

wife? It was replied, that, unlefs he had approached 

her without defire, merely for the fake of propagating his 

fpecies, he was not without fin: But in all cafes it was 

requifite for him, before he entered the church, or com

municated, to purge himfelf by prayer and ablution; 

and he ought not, even after ufing thefe precautions, to 

participate immediately of the facred duties u. There 

are fome other q uefiions and replies ftill more inde~nt 

and more ridiculous w. And on the whole it appears, 

that Gregory and his miffionary, if fympathy of manners 

have any influence, were better calculated than men of 

more refined underfiandings, for making a progrefs with 

the ignorant and barbarous Saxons. 

1• Bede, lib. x. cap. '-7· Spell. Cone. p. 97, 9S', 99 1 &c. 
w A uguftine aiks, Si mulier menftrua conftetudine tenetur, ar. ttclrjiam i11• 

tnzre ei licet, aut Jacrte communionis facramenta pe; cipcre? Gregory anfwers, 
SJnttr communionis myjierium in eifdem diehus percipere non debet probiberi. Si 

ouum ex ve•.erarione mtlgna percipere non prtefumitllr, laudanda eft. Augufiine 
.r.-.~, Si prJl il!u.fi~r.em, ~ud per fomnum Jolet accidue, vel corpus Domini quifi

/Jet accifere valeat; vel, ji Jacerdos .fit, fa era myfteria ce!ebrare 1 Gregory 

~fwer• ~his lea1ned quefiion b)' many learned diftincl:ions, 
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THE more to facilitate the reception of Chrifiianity, c H A P. 

Gregory enjoined Augu:fi:ine to remove the idols from the~ 
Heathen altars, but not to defiroy the altars themfelves ; 
becaufe the people, he faid, would be allured to frequent 

the Chriftian worlhip, when they found it celebrated in 
a place, which they were accu:fi:omed to revere. And as 
the Pagans pracrifed facrifices, and fea:fi:ed with the priefi:s 

on their offerings, he al fo exhorted the miffionary to per-
fuade them, on Chriftian fe:fi:ivals, to kill their cattle in 
the neighbourhood of the church, and to indulge them-
felves in thofe cheerful entertainments, to which they had 
been habituated "• Thefe political compliances fhew, 

that, notwith:fi:anding his ignorance and prejudices, he 

was not unacquainted with the arts of governing man-
kind. Augu:fi:ine was confecrated archbifhop of Canter-
bury, was endowed by Gregory with authority over all 
the Britifh churches, and received the pall, a badge of 
ecclefia:fi:tcal honour, from Rome Y. G re gory alfo ad-

vifed him not to be too much elated with his gift of 
working miracles z; and as Auguftine, proud of the fuc-

~efs of his million, feemed to think himfelf entitled to ex-
tend his authority over the bifhops of Gau], the Pope 
informed him, that they lay entirely without the bounds 

of his jurifdietion a. 

'fHE marriage of Ethelbert with Bertha, and much 

more his embracing Chriftianity, begat a connexion of 

his fubjetl:s with the French, Italians, and other nations 

on the continent, and tended to reclaim the1~ from that 

grofs ignorance and barbarity, in which all the Saxon 
tribes had been hitherto involved b. Ethelbert alfo en

acted c, with the confept of the :fi:ates of his kingdom, a 

body of laws, the fir:fi: written laws promulgated by any 

X Bede, lib. r. cap. 30. Spell. Cone. p. ~g. Greg. E pill. lib. g. epift. 71. 
Y Chron. Sax. p. 2.3, 2.4. z H. Hunting, lib. 3· Spel. Cone. 

p. 83. Bede, lib. r. Greg. Epift. lib. 9• erifi. 6c. a Bede, lib. r. 
t ap. 7.7• "11 Will. Malm. P· 1 0, c: Wilkins Leges Su, p ~ r 3 • 

P3 
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C H A P. of the northern conquerors; and his reign was in every 
~ refpeCl: glorious to himfelf, and beneficial to his people. 

He governed the kingdom of Kent fifty years; and dying 
in 616, left the fucceffion to his fon, Eadbald. This 
prince, feduced by a paffion for his mother-in-law, de

ferted for fome time the Chrifrian faith, which permitted 

not thefe incefruous marriages : His whole people imme
diately returned with him to idolatry. Laurentius, the 

fucceffor of Augufrine, found the Chrifrian worfhip. 
wholly abandoned, and was prepared to return to France, 

in order to efcapc the mortification of preaching the gofpel 

without fruit to the infidels. Mellitus and J ufrus, who 

had been confecrated bifhops of London and Rochefrer, 
had already departed the kingdom d; when Laurentius, 

before he ihould entirely abandon his dignity, made one 
effort to reclaim the king. He appeared before that 
prince; and throwing off his vefrments, ihowed his body 

all torn with bruifes and ihipes, which he had received. 

Eadbald, wondering that any man ihould have dared to 

treat in that manner a perfon of his rank, was told by 
Laurentius, that he had received this chafl:ifcment from 

St. Peter, the prince of the apofl:les, who had appeared 
to him in a vifion, and feverely reproving him f0r his in
tention to defert his charge, had infliCl:ed on him thefe 

vifible marks of his difpleafure e. Whether Eadbald was 
flruck with the miracle, or influenced by fome other mo· 

tive, he divorced himfelf from his mother-in-law, and 

returned to the profeffion of Chrifiianity f: His whole 

people returned with him. Eadbald reached not the 
fame or authority of his father, and died i11-'64o, after a 

reign of twenty-five years; leaving two fons, Erminfrid 
and Ercombert. 

ERCOl\.lBERT, though the younger fon, by Emma, a 
French princefs, found means to mount the throne. He 

d Bede, lib, 2, cap. S· 
Higden2 lib. 5• 

e Ibid. cap. 6. Chron. Sax. p. 26. 
f Bromfton, p. 739• 
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is celebrated by Bede for two exploits, for cfiabliihing the c H A P. 

fafi of Lent in his kingdom, and for utterly extirpating~ 
idolatry ; which, notwithfianding the prevalence of 
Chrifl:ianity, had hitherto been tolerated by the two 

preceding monar!:hs. He reigned twenty-four years; and 

left the crown to Egbert, his fon, who reigned nine years. 

This prince is renowned for his encouragement of learn~ 

ing; but infamous for putting to death his two coufin

germans, fons of Erminfrid, his uncle. The ecclefia-

fiical writers praife him for his befiowing on his fifier, 

Domnona, fome lands in the Hie of Thanet, w!1ere ilit! 
founded a monafiery. 

THE bloody precaution of Egbert could not fix the 
crown on the head of his fon, Edric. Lothaire, brother 
of the deceafed prince, took poffeffion of the kingdom ; 
and, in order to fecure the power in his family, he affo
ciated with him Richard, his fon, in the adminifiration 

of the government. Edric, the difpoffefied prince, had · 

recourfe to Edilwach, king of Suffex, for affifiancc; and 

being fupported by that prince, fought a battle with his 
uncle, who was defeated and flain. Richard fled into Ger

many, and afterwards died in Lucca, a city of Tufcany. 

William of l\!Ialmeibury afcribes Lothaire's bad fortune to 
two crimes, his concurrence in the murder of his coufins) 
and his contempt for reliques g. 

LoTHAIRE reigned eleven years; Edric, his fuceeHor, 
only two. Upon the death of the latter, which hap

pened in 686, Widred, his brother, obtained po!Tcffion 

of the crown. But as the fucceffion had been of late fo 
much disjt:)inted by revolutions and ufurpations, faCtion 

began to prevail among the nobility; which invited Ced
walla, king of Weffex, with his brother 1\tlollo, to attack 

the kingdom. Thefe invaders committed .great devafia

tions in Kent; but the death of Mollo, who was flain in 
A fkirmifh h, gave a fhort bre~thing-time to that kingdom. 

~ w;u. M.olm. p. II. h Higden, lib. S• 
\Vidrcd D4 
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c H A P. Widred refl:ored the affairs of Kent; and after a reign or 
~thirty-two years i, left the crown to his pofterity. Ead

bert Ethelbert and Alric, his defcendants, fucceffively 
' ' . mounted the throne. After the death of the laft, which 

happened in 7 94, the royal family of Kent was extin
guilhed ; and e ry factious leader who could entertain 
hopes of afcending the throne, threw the ftate into con

fufion. k Egbert, who firft fucceeded, reigned but two 

years; Cuthred, brother to the King of 1-fercia, fix years; 

Baldred, an illegitimate branch of the royal family, 
cio-hteen: And after a troublefome and precarious reign, 

0 

be was, in the year 7 2 3, expelled by Egbert, king of 
\Veffex, who diffolved the Saxon Heptarchy2 and united 

the feveral kingdoms under his dominion. 

The Kingdom of NORTHUMBERLAND~ 

IADELFRID, king of Bernicia, having married Acca, 
the daughter of lEIIa, king of Dc!ri, and expelled 

per infant brother, Edwin, had united all the counties 

porth of Humber into one monarchy, and acquired a 
great afcendant i11 the Heptarchy. He alfo fpread the 

terror of the Saxon arms to the neighbouring people; and 

by his victories over the Scots and Picl:s, ~s well as 

W ellh, extended on all fides the bounds of his dominions. 

Having laid fiege to Chefter, the Britons marched out 

with all their forces to engage him; and they were at
tended by a body of 1250 monks from the monafiery of 
Bangor, who fiood at a fmall diftance from the field of 
battle, in order to encourage the combatants by their 
frefence and exhortations. Adelfrid enquiring the pur

fofe of this unufual appearance, was told, that thefe 

:priefis had come to pray againfi him: Then are they as 

r1uch o.ur enemies, faid he, as thofe who intend to fight 

~ Chron. Sax. p. (~. . - , ; ; . k W~ll~ Malmef.lib~ I. cap. I. P• u . 

(lgain/l 
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pgain.fi us 1 : And he immediately fent a detachment, whoC H A P. 

fell upon them, and did fuch execution, that only fifty~ 
efcaped with their lives m. The Britons, afi:onilhed at 
this event, received a total defeat : Chefi:er was obliged 
to furrender: And Adelfrid, purfuing his viB:ory, made 
himfelf mafier of Bangor, and entirely demolilhed the 
monafiery; a building fo extenfive, that there was a mile'i 
difi:ance from one gate of it to another; and it contained 
two thoufand one hundred monks, who are faid to have 
been there maintained by their own labour n. 

NoTWITHSTANDING Adelfrid's fuccefs in war, he 
lived in inquietude on account of young Edwin, whom 
he had unjuftly difpoifeffed of the crown of De!ri. This 
prince, now grown to man's efi:ate, waudered from place 
to place, in continual danger from the attempts of Adel
frid; and received at lafi: proteCtion in the court of Red
wald, king of the Eafi:-Angles; where his engaging and 
gallant deportment procured him general efi:eem and af
fection. Redwald, however, was ftrongly folicited by 
the king of Northumberland to kill or deliver up his 
guefi:: Rich prefents were promifed him, if he would 
comply; and war denounced againfi: him in cafe of 
his refufal. After rejeB:ing feveral meffages of this kind, 
his generofity began to yield to the motives of interefr: 
and he retained the lafi: ambaffador, till he lhould come 
to a refolution in a cafe of fuch importance. Edwin, in
formed of his friend's perplexity, was yet determined at 
all hazards to remain in Eafi-Anglia ; and thought, that 
if the protection of that court failed him, it were better 
to die than prolong a life fo much expofed to the perfecu
tions of his powerful rival. This confidence in Red
wald's honour and friendfhip, with his other accomplilb
ments, engaged the ~een on his fide; and fhe effectually 
reprefented to her hu!band the infamy of delivering up to 

1 Brompton, p. 779· m Trivet. apud Spell. Cone, P• Ill· 
~ Bede, lib. z. c~p. 2. W. Malmef, lib. J, cap. 3• 
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c H A P. certain de!huCl:ion their royal gueft, who had fled to them 

·~for protection againfr his cruel and jeal.ous enemies ~· 
Redwald, embracing more generous refolutwns, thought It 
fafeft to preventAdelfrid, before that prince was aware of his 
intention, and to attack him while he was yet unprepared 
for defence. He marched fuddenly with an army into the 
kingdom of Northumberland, and fought a battle with 

Adelfrid ; in which that monarch was defeated and killed. 

after revengmg himfelf by the death of Regner, fon of 

Redwald r. His own fons, Eanfrid, Ofwald, and Of
wy, yet infants, were carried into Scotland; and Edwin 

obtained poffeffion of the crown of Northumberland. 

EnwrN was the greatefr prince of the Heptarchy in 
that age, and difringuiilied himfelf, both by his influence 

over the other kingdoms q' and by the frriCl: execution 

of jufricc in his own dominions. He reclaimed his fub
jeCl:s from the licentious life, to which they had been 
accuftomed; and it was a common faying, that during his 

reign a woman or child might openly carry every where a 
purfe of gold, without any danger of violence or rob

bery. There is a remarkable infiance, tranfmitted to 
us, of the affection borne h(m by his fervants. Cuichelme, 

king of W efTex, was his enemy; but finding himfelf un

able to maintain opoo war againfi: fo gallant and power· 

ful a prince, he determined to ufe treachery againfr him, 

and he employed one Eumer for that criminal purpofe. 

The affaffin, having obtained admittance, by pretending 
to deliver a meffage from Cuichelme, drew his dag

ger, and rulhed upon the King. Lilla, an officer of 
his army, feeing his mafl:er's danger, and having no 
other means of defence, interpofed with his own body 
between the King and Eumer's dagger, which was pufhed 

with fuch violence, that, after piercing Lilla, it even 

0 W. l\1almef. lib, r. cap. 3· H. Hunting. lil-. 3• Bede. 
P Bede, lib. 1.. cap. 12.. Brompton, p. 781. 
'i Chron. Sax. p. z7. 

wounded 
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wounded Edwin: But before the affaffin could renew his c H A P. 

blow, he was difpatched by the King's attendants~ ~ 
THE Eaft-Angles confpired againft Redwald, their 

King; and having put him to death, they offered their 
crown to Edwin, of whofe valour and capacity they had 
had experience, while he refided among them. But Ed

win, from a fenfe of gratitude towards his benefatl:or, 
()bliged them to fubmit to Earpwold, the fon of Red

wald; and that prince preferved his authority, though on 
~ precarious footing, under the proteCl:ion of the North~ 
\1nl brian monarch r. 

EnwiN, after his acceffion to the crown, married 

¥thelburga, the daughter of Ethelbert, King of Kent. 
This princefs, emulating the glory of her mother Bertha, 

who had been the inftrument for converting her hufband 

and his people to Chriftianity, carried Paullinus, a 
~earned biiliop, along with hers; and befides ftipulating 

a toleration for the exerci fe of her own religion, which 
was readily granted her, !he ufed every reafon to perfuade 
the King to embrace it. Edwin, like a prudent prince, 

hefitatcd on the propofal; but promifed to examine the 

foundations of that dotl:rine; and declared, that, if he 
found them fatisfa&ory, he was willing to be converted t. 

Accordingly he held feveral conferences with Paullinus; 
canvaffed the arguments propounded with the wifeft of 

his counfellors; retired frequently from company, in or
der to revolve alone that important queftion; and, after 

a ferious and long enquiry, declared in favour of the 

Chrifiian religion u : The people foon after imitated his 
example. Befides the authority and influence of the 

King, they were moved by a.rwther ftriking example. 

Coifi, the high· prieft, being converted after a public 

conference with Paullinus, led the way in deftroying the 

r Gul. Malmef. lib. T. cap. 3• 
t Bede, lib.::.. cap. S• 

cap. 3• 

s H. Hunting. lib. 3· 
u Bede1 lib. 2, cap. 9• Malmcf. lib. r. 

images, 
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c H A P. images, which he had fo long. wodhipped, and was for

~ ward in making this atonement for his paft idolatry w. 

THIS able prince perilhed with his fon, Osfrid, in a 

great battle which he fought againft Penda, king of Mer
cia, and Credwalla, king of the Britons x. That event, 

which happened in the forty-eighth year of Edwin's age 
and feventeenth of his reign r, divided the monarchy of 

Northumberland, which that prince had united in his 
perfon. Eanfrid, the fon of Adelfrid, returned with his 
brothers, Ofwald and Ofwy, from Scotland, and took 
poffeffion of B~rnicia, his paternal kingdom : Ofric, Ed

win's coufin-german, efrablifhed himfelf in Dei'ri, the 
inheritance of his family; but to which the fons of Ed
win had a preferable title. Eanfrid, the elder furviving 

fon, fled to Penda, by whom he was treacheroufly flain. 
The younger fon, Vufcfrrea, with Yffi, the grandfon of 
Edwin, by Osfrid, fought proteCtion in Kent, and not 

finding themfelves in fafety there, retired into France to 

King Dagobert, where they died z. 

OsRIC, King of De!ri, and Eanfrid of Bernicia, re
turned to Paganifm ; and the whole people feem to have 
returned with them; fince Paullinus, who was the fir.fl: 
archbifuop of York, and who had converted them, thought 
proper to retire with Ethclburga, the ~een Dowager, 
into Kent. Both thefe r or 1mbrian kings perifhed foon 
after, the i'idl · n batt - a')'air!t Credwalla, the Briton; 
the fecond by the treachery of that prince. Ofwald, the 
brother of Eanfrid, of the race of Bernicia, united again 

the kingdom of Northumberland in the year 634, and 
refrored the Chriftian religion in his dominions. He 
gained a bloody and well-difputed battle againfi Cred
walla ; the laft vigorous effort which the Britons made 
again.fl: the Saxons. Ofwald is much celebrated for his 

w Bede, lib. 2. cap. 13. Brompton, Hisden, lib. 5· x Matth. 
Well. P· IT4· Chron. Sax. p. 29, Y W: Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 3. 

z Bede, Jib. :. cap. zot 

fanB:i~y 
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fanB:ity and charity by the Monki!h hifiorians; and C H A P. 

they pretend, that his reliques wrought miracles, parti-~ 
cularly the curing of a fick horfe, which had approached 
the place of his interment •. 

HE died in battle againft Penda, king of Mercia, and 
was fucceeded by his brother, Ofwy; who efiablilhed 
himfelfin the government of the wholeN orthumbrian king
dom, by putting to death Ofwin, the fon of Ofric, the 
laft king of the race of Delri. His fon Egfrid fucceeded 
him ; who perifhing in battle againft the Picl:s, with
out leaving any children, becaufe Adelthrid, his wife, 
refufed to violate her vow of chafiity, Alfred, his natural 
brother, acquired poffeffion of the kingdom, which he 
governed for nineteen years; and he left it to Ofred, his 
fon, a boy of eight years of age. This prince, after 
a reign of eleven years, was murdered by Kenred hii 
kinfman, who, after enjoying the crown only a year, 
peri!hed by a like fate. Ofric, and after him Celwulph 
the fon of Kenred, next mounted the throne, which the 
latter relinquilhed in the year 738, in favour of Eadbert 
his coufin-german, who, imitating his predeceffor, ab
dicated the crown, and retired into a monafiery. Of
wolf, fon of Eadbert, was flain in a fedition, a year after 
his acceffion to the crown ; and Mollo, who was not of 
the royal family, feized the crown. He perifhed by the 
treachery of Ailred, a prince of the blood ; and Ailred, 
having fucceeded in his defign upon the throne, was foon 
after expelled by his fubjeCl:s. Ethelred, his fucceffor, 
the fon of Mollo, underwent a like fate. Celwold, the 
next king, the brother of Ailred, was depofed and flain 
by the people, and his place was filled by Ofred, his ne
phew, who, after a lhort reign of a year, made way for 
Ethelbert, another fon of Mollo, whofe death was equally 
tragical with that of almoft all his predeceffors. After 
Ethelbert's death an univerfal anarchy prevailed in 

a Bede1 lib, 3• cap. g. 

North-
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c H A P. Northumberland ; and the people, having, by fo man1 
~fatal revolutions, loft all attachment to their government 

· and princes, were well prepared for fubjeB:ion to a foreign 
yoke ; which Egbert, king of W e!fex, finally impofed 

upon them. 

The Kingdom of EAST-ANGLIA. 

T HE hifrqry of this kingdom contains nothing me~ 
morable, except the converfion of Earpwold, thd 

fourth king, and great-grandfon of U ffa, the founder of 
the monarchy. 'rhe authority of Edwin, king of North• 
umberland, on whom that prince entire I y depended, en• 
gaged him to take this ftep: But foon after, his wife, 
who was an idolatrefs, brought him back to her religion; 
and he was found unable to refift thofe allurements, 
which have feduced the wifefl: of mankind. After hi~ 
death, which was violent, like that of mofr of the Saxon 
princes, that did not early retire into monafreries, Sige
bert, his fucce!for, and half-brother, who had been edu
cated in France, reHored Chrifrianity, and introduced 
learning among the Eafr-Angles. Some pretend that he 

founded the univerfity of Cambridge, or rather fomc 

fchools in that place. It is almofr impoffible, and quite 
needlefs to be more particular in relating the tranfaB:ions 
of the Eaft-Angles. What infrrutl:ion or entertainment 
can it give the reader to hear a long bead-roll of barba• 
rous names, Egric, Annas, Ethelbert, Ethelwald; Aldulf; 
Elfwald, Beorne, Ethelred, Ethelbert, who fucceffively 
murdered, expelled, or inherited from each other, and 
obfcurely filled the throne of that kingdom. Ethelbert, 
the lafr of thefe princes was treacheroufly murdered by 
Offa, king of Mercia, in the year 792, and his fiate was 

thenceforth united with that of Offa, as we !hall relate 
prefently. 

~he 
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The Kingdom of M E R C I A. 

CHAP. 
t. 

'---y---1 

M E R C I A, the largefr, if not the mofr powerful 
kingdom of the Heptarchy, comprehended all the 

middle counties of England ; and as its frontiers extended 
to thofe of all the other fix kingdoms, as well as to 
Wales, it received its name from that circumfiance. 
Wibba, the fon of Crida, founder of the monarchy, 
being placed on the throne by Ethelbert, king of Kent, 
governed his paternal dominions by a precarious autho
rity; and after his death, Ceorl, his kinfman, was, by 
the influence of the Kentilh monarch, preferred to his 
fon, Penda, whofe turbulent charaCter appeared dan
gerous to that prince. Penda was thus fifty years of age 
before he mounted the throne; and his temerity and reft
lefs difpofition were found nowife abated by time, ex
perience, or refleCtion. He engaged in continual hoftilities 
againfr all the neighbouring ftates; and, by his injuftice 
and violence, rendered himfelf equally odious to his own 
fubjech and to flrangers. Sigebert, Egric, and Annas, 
three kings of Eafr-Anglia, perifued fucceffively in battle 
againft him; as did alfo Edwin and Ofwald, the two greateft 
princes that had reigned over Northumberland. At I aft, 
Ofwy, brother to Ofwald, having defeated and ilain him 
in a decifive battle, freed the world from this fanguinary 
tyrant. Peada, his fon, mounted the throne of Mercia in 
655, and lived under the proteCtion of Ofwy, whofe 
daughter he had efpoufed. This princefs was educated 
in the Chriftian faith, and fhe employed her influence 
with fuccefs, in converting her hufband and his fubjeB:s 
to that religion. Thus the fair fex have had the merit 
of introducing the Chrifrian doCl:rine into all the moft 
confiderable kingdoms of the Saxon Heptarchy. Pcada 

~ie~ 
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c H A P. died a violent death b. His fon, Wolf here, fucceeded td 
~the government; and after having reduced to dependance 

the kingdoms of Effex and Eafl:-Anglia, he left the 

crown to his brothe.t\ Ethelred, who, though a lover of 
peace, :lhowed himfelf not unfj.t for military enterprizes. 

Befidts making a fuccefsful expedition into Kent; he re
pulfed Egfrid, king of Northumberland, who had invaded 
his dominions ; and he flew in battle Elfwin, the brother 
of that prince. Defirous, however, of compofing all ani.i. 

rnofities with Egfrid, he payed him a fum of money, as a 

compenfation for the lofs of his brothet. After a pro
fperous reign of thlrty years, he refigned the crown to , 
Kendred, fon of vVolfhere, and retired into the monaf~ 
tery of Bardney c. Kendred returned the prefent of the 

crown to Ceolred, the fon of Ethelred; and making a 
pilgrimage to Rome, paffed his life there in pennance and 

devotion. The place of Ceolred was fupplied by Ethel~ 

bald, great-grand-nephew to Penda by Alwy, his brother; 
and this prince, being !lain in a mutiny, was fucteeded 

by Offa, who was a degree more remote from Penda, by 
Eawa, another brother. 

THIS prince, who mounted the throne in 7 55 d, had 
fome great qualities, and was fuccefsful in his warlike 

enterprizes againfr Lothaire, king of Kent, and Ken.;. 

wulph, king of Weffex. He defeated the former in a 

bloody battle at Otford upon the Darent, and reduced his 

kingdom to a fiate of dependance: he gained a viCtory 
over the latter at Benfington in Oxfordfhire ; and c~n.:. 

quering that county, together with that of Glocefl:er, an

nexed both to his dominions. But all thcfe fucceffd 

were ftained by his treacherous murder of Ethelbert; 

king of the Eaft-Anglesj and his violent feizing of that 

b Hugo Candidus, p. 4· fays that he was treacheroufly murdered by hi& 

queen, by whofe perfuafion he had embraced Chriflianity; but this ac· 

count of the matter is found in that hiflorian alone. 

c Becie~ lib. S• ~ Chro.1. Sa~. p. 59• 
kingJcm. 
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ki~1gdom. This young prince, who is faid to have poffeffed c H A P. 

great merit, had paid his addreffes to Elfrida, the daughter~ 
of Offa, and was invited with all his retinue to Hereford, 
in order to folemnize the nuptials. Amidfl: the joy and 
fefrivity of thefe entertainments, he was feized by Offa, 
and fecretly beheaded: And though Elfrida, who abhor-

,red her father;s treachery, had time to give warning to 
the Eafi-Anglian nobility, who efcaped into their own 
country, OfFa, having extingui!hed the royal family, fuc
ceeded in his defign of fubduing that kingdom e. The 
perfidious prince, defirous of re-efi-abliihing his cha ... 
racter in the world, and perhaps of appeafing the remorfes 
of his own confcience, payed great court to the clergy, 
and practifed all the monkiih devotion, fo much efieemed 
in that ignorant and fuperfiitious age. He gave the 
tenth of his goods to the church r; beftowed rich dona
tions on the cathedral of Hereford ; and even made a pil
grimage to Rome, where his great power and riches 
could not fail of procuring him the papal abfolution. 
The better to ingratiate himfelf with the fovercign pon
tiff, he engaged to pay him a yearly donation for the 
fupport of an Englifu college at Rome g' and in order to 
raife the fum, he impofed a tax of a penny on each houfe 
poffeffed of thirty pence a year. This impofition, being 
afterwards levied on all England, was commonly deno
minated Peter's pence h; and though conferred at firfr as a 
gift, was afterwards claimed as a tribute by the Roman 
pontiff. Carrying his hypocrify frill farther, Offa, feign
ing to be directed by a vifion from heaven, difcovered 
at Verulam the reliques of St. Alban, the martyr, and 
endowed a magnificent monaftery in that place i, Moved 
by all thefe acts of piety, Malme!bury, one of the beft of 

e Brompton, p. 750, 751, 757.· f Spell. Cone. p. 308. Bromp· 
ton, p. 776. g Spell. Cone. p. 2.30, 3H', 3u. h Hjgden, 
Jib, 5• i Ingulph. P• 5• W. Malme(, lib, 1. cap.~· 

VoL. I. E the 
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C H A P. the old Eno-lifh hifl:orians, declares himfelf at a lofs to de-
I 0 f h. . 
~ termine k whether the merits or crime: o t 1s pr~nce p~e-

ponderated. Olfa died, after a re1gn of th1rty-nme 

years, in 794- 1
• 

THIS prince was become fo confiderable in the Hep-

tarchy, that the emperor Charlemagne entered into an 
alliance and friendfhip with him; a circumfrance, which 
did honour to Offa; as difl:ant princes at that time had 

ufually little communication with each other. T'hat em

peror being a great lover of learning and learned men, in 
an age very barren of that ornament, Offa, at his defire, 

fent him over Alcuin, a clergyman much celebrated for 

his knowledge, who received great honours from Charle

magne, and even became his preceptor in the fciences. 

The chief reafon, why he had at fidl defired the company 
of Alcuin, was that he might oppofe his learning to the 

herefy of Felix, bifhop of Urgel in Catalonia; who 

maintained, that J efus Chrift, confidered in his human 
nature, could, more properly, be denominated the adop
tive than the natural fon of God m. This herefy was 

condemned in the council of Francfort, held in 794, and 
confifl:ing of 300 bi!hops. Such were the quefiions which 
were agitated in that age, and which employed the atten

tion, not only of cloyftered fcholars, but of the wifeft and 

greatefi princes n. 

EGFRITH fuccecded to his father, Offa, but furvived 

him only five months 0
; when he made way for Kenulph, 

a defccndant of the reyal family. This prince waged 

war againfi Kent; and taking Egbert, the king, prifoner, 

he cut off his hands, and put out his eyes; leaving Cu

thred, his own brother, in poffeffion of the crown of that 

k Lit·. r. cap. 4• 1 Chron. Sax. p. 65. m DupiA, cent. 8. 
chap. 4· • n Offa, in order to protetl: his country from Walet, 
d.~:w a rampart or dttch of a humlred miles in length from Bafinwerke ill 
F untlh1re to the South-fea a ear Briflol. See Speed's Dtfcription of Wales, 

o Jngulph. p. '· 
~ingdom, 
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kingdom. Kenulph was killed in an infurreCl:ion of the C t1 A P. 

Eafi-Anglians, whofe crown his predecefror, Offa, had~ 
ufurped. He left his fon, Kenelm, a minor; who was 
murdered the fame year by his fifier, ~endrade, who 
had entertained the ambitious views of affuming the go
vernment P. But ihe was fupplanted by her uncle, Ceo-
lulf; who, two years after, was dethroned by Beornulf. 
The reign of this ufurper, who was not of the royal fa-
mily, was lhort and unfortunate: He was defeated by the 
Wefr-Saxons, and killed by his own fubjeC!s, the Eafi-
Angles q. Ludican, his fucceffor, underwent the fame 
fate r; and Wiglaff, who mounted this unfiable throne, 
and found every thing in the utmofi: confufion, could not 
withfi:and the fortune of Egbert, who united all the 
Saxon kingdoms into one great monarchy. 

The Kingdom of E S S E X. 

T HIS kingdom made no great figure in the Hep
tarchy; and the hiftory of it is very imperfeCt:. 

Sleda fucceeded to his father, Erkinwin, the founder of 
the monarchy; and made way for his fon, Sebert, who, 
being nephew to Ethelbert, king of Kent, was perfuaded 
by that prince to embrace the Chrifrian faith'. His fons 
an~ conjunet fucceffors, Sexted and Seward, relapfed into 
idolatry, and were foon after flain in a battle againfl: the 
Weft-Saxons. To ihew the rude manner of living in 
that age; Bede tells us t, that thefe two kings expreffed 
great defire to eat the white bread, difrributed by Melli
tus, the biiliop, at the communion u. But on his refu .. 
fing them, unlefs they would fubmit to be baptized, they 
expelled him their dominions. The names of the other 

P lngulph. p. 7• Brompton, p. 776. q Ingulph. P• 7• 
r Ann. Bevc:rl. P• 87. 5 Chron. Sax. p. 24. t Lib. ?,. 

cap. S• u H. J:Iuntin&• lib. 3· Brompton, p. 738, 743· Bede, 

E2 princes, 
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c H A P. princes, who reigned fucceffively in Effex, are Sigebert 
~·___j the little Sio-ebert the rrood, who refl:ored Chrifl:ianity, 
-y--- ' b b 

Swithelm, Sigheri, Offa. This lafl: prince, having made 
a vow of cha:fl:ity, notwithfl:anding his marriage with 

Kenefwitha, a Mercian princefs, daughter to Penda, 

went in pilgrimage to Rome, and fhut himfclf up during 

the reil: of his life in a cloyfl:er. Selred, his fucceffor, 
reigned thirty-eight years; and was the la:fl: of the royal 
line : The failure of which threw the kingdom into great 

confufion, and reduced it to dependance under Mercia w. 

Switherd firfl: acquired the crown, by the conceffion of 
the Mercian princes; and his death made way for Sigcric, 
who ended his life in a pilgrimage to Rome. His fuc
ceffor, Sigered, unable to defend his kingdom, fubmittcd 

to the viCl:orious arms of Egbert. 

The Kingdom of S U S S E X. 

T HE hifl:ory of this kingdom, the fmallefl: in the 
Heptarchy, is fl:ill more imperfeCt: than thaf of 

Effex. .iElla, the founder of the monarchy, left the 

crown to his fon, Cift1., who is chiefly remarkable for 
his long reign of feventy-fix years. During his time, the 
South Saxons fell almoft into a total dependance on the 
kingdom of 'Veffex; and we fcarcely know the names 
of the princes, who were poffeffed of this titular fove

reignty. Adelwalch, the laft of them, was fubdued in 
battle by Ceadwalla, king of Weffex, and was flain in 
the aCl:ion; leaving two infant fons, who, falling into the 
hand of the conqueror, were murdered by him. The 

abbot of Redford oppofed the order for this execution; 

but could only prevail on Ceadwalla to fufpend it, till 

they fhould be baptized. BerCl:hun and Audhun, two 

noblemen of character, refifted fome time the violence of 

w Malmef, lib, I• cap. i. 
the 
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the Wefl:-Saxons; but their oppo!ition ferved only to c H A P. 

prolong the miferies of their country; and the fubduing ~ 
of this kingdom, was the firft fiep, which the "'\V efi-

Saxons made towards acquiring the foie monarchy of 

England x. 

The I<.ingdom of W E S S E X. 

HE kingdom of Weffex, which finally [wallowed 
up all the other Saxon fl:ates, met with great re

fifi:ance on its firfl: efl:ablilhment: and the Britons, who 
were now enured to arms, yielded not tamely their pof
feffions to thofe invaders. Cerdic, the founder of the 
monarchy, and his fon, Kcnric, fought many fuccefsfu1, 
and fome unfuccefsful battles, againfl: the natives; and 
the martial fpirit, common to all the Saxons, was, by 
means of thefe hofiilities, carried to the gre~teft height 

among this tribe. Ceaulin, who was the fon and fucceffor 

of Kenric, and who began his reign in 56o, was frill more 

ambitious and enterprizing than his predcceffors; and by 

waging continual war , againft the Britons, he added a 
great part of the counties of Devon and Somerfct to his 

other dominions. Carried along by the tide of fuccefs, 
he invaded the other Saxon fiates in his neighbourhood, 

and becoming terrible to all, he provoked a general con- · 
federacy again:fl: him. This alliance proved fuccefsful 
under the conduct of Ethelbcrt, king of Kent; and Ceau
lin, who had loft the affections of his own fnbjects by 
his violent difpofition~ and had now fallen into contempt 

from his misfortunes, was expelled the throne Y, and died 

in exile and mifery. Cuichelme, and Cuthwin, his fons, 
governed jointly the kingdom, till the expulfion of the 
latter in .591, and the death of the former in 593, made 

way for Cealric, to whom fucceeded Ceobald in 593, by 

t Brompton1 p. Sco, Y Chron, Sax. P• u. 

E 3 whok 
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C H A P. whofe death, which happened in 611, Kynegils inherited 
~the crown. This prince embraced Chrifiianity t:, through 

the perfuafion of Ofwald, king of Northumberland, who 

bad married his daughter, and who had attained a great 

afcendant in the Heptarchy. Kenwalch next fucceeded 
to the monarchy, and dying in 672, left the fucceffion fo 
much difputed, that Sexburga, his widow, a woman of 
fpirit a, kept poffeffion of the government till her death2 

which happened two years after. Efcwin then peacea,bly 

acquired the crown; and, after a fhort reign of two 

years, made way for Kentwin, who governed nine years. 
Ceodwalla, his fucceffor, mounted not the throne with
out oppofition; but proved a great prince, according to 
the ideas of thofe times ; that is, he was enterprizings 
warlike, and fuccefsful. He entirely fubdued the king
dom of Suffex, and annexed it to his own dominions. 
He made inroads into Kent ; but met with refifiance 

from Widred, the king, who proved fuccefsful againft 
Mollo, brother to Ceodwalla, and flew him in a fkirmifh. 
Ceodwalla at laft, tired with wars and bloodlhed, was 
feized with a fit of devotion ; befl:owed feveral endow

ments on the church; and made a pilgrimage to Rome, 
where he received baptifm, and died in 689. Inaj his 
fucceffor, inherited the military virtues of Ceodwalla, 
and added to them the more valuable ones of jufl:ice, po
licy, and prudence. He made war upon the Britons in 
Somerfet: and having finally fubdued that province, he 
treated the vanquifued with a humanity, hitherto un
known to the Saxon conquerors. He allowed the pro

prietors to retain po{feffion of their lands, encouraged 
marriages and alliances between them and his ancient 
fubjeCl:s, and gave them the privilege of being governed 
by the fame laws. Thefe laws he augmented and afcer-

z Higden, lib. 5• Chron. Sax, p. 15. Ann. Bever], p. 94• 
a Bede, lib. 4• cap. a. Chron. Sax. p. 41a-

tained; 
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tained; and though he was difturbed by fome infurrec- c H A P. 

tions at home, his long reign of thirty-feven years may~~ 
be regarded as one of the moft glorious and moH: profper-
ous of the Heptarc;y. In the decline of his age he made 

a pilgrimage to Rome; and after his return 2 lhut himfelf 

up in a cloyfter, where he died. 
THoUGH the kings of Wdfex had always been princes 

of the blood, d~fcended from Cerdic, the founder of the 

monarchy, the order of fucceffion had been far from 

exact ; and a more remote prince had often found means 
to mount the throne, in preference to one defcended from 

a nearer branch of the royal family. Ina, therefore, 

having no children of his own, and lying much under 
the influence of Ethelburga, his queen, left by will the 
fucceffion to Adelard, her brother, who was his remote 

kinfman : But this doll:ination did not take place without 
fome difficulty. Ofwald, a prince more neady allied to 

the crown, took arms againfi Adelard; but he being 

fuppreffed, and dying foon after, the title of Adelard 

was not any farther difputed; and in the year 741, he 
was fucceeded by his coufin, Cudred~ The reign of 

this prince was difiinguifhed by a great victory, which 

he- obtained, by means of Edelhun, his general, over 

Ethelbald, king of Mercia. His death made way for 

Sigebert, his kinfman, who governed fo i11, that his peo

ple rofe in an infurretlion, and dethroned him, crowning 

Cenulph in his il:ead. The exUed prince found a refuge 

with duke Cumbran, governor of Hampilii,re; who, that 

he might add new obligations to S.igebert, gave him many 
falutary counfels for his future conduCt, ~ccompanied 

with fome reprehenfions fo; the paft. But thefe were fo 

much refented by the ungrateful prince,. that he con
fpired againfi the life of his proteCtor, and treacherou!Iy 
murdered him. After this infamou5 a8ion, he was 
forfaken by all the world ; and fkulking about in the 

wilds and forefts, was at lafi difcovered by a fervant of 
E 4 ~UD.lbran's, 
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C H 1~ P. Cum bran's, who infl:antly took revenge upon him for 

~the murder of his mafrer l>. 

CENULPH, who had obtained the crown on the expul-

fi<'n of Sigebert, was fortunate in many expeditions againfl: 
the Britons of Cornwal; but afterwards lofr fome reputa

tion by his ill fucccfs ag~infr Offa, king of Mercia c. 

K ynehard alfo, brother to the depofed Sigehert, gave him 

difrurbance; and though expelled tha kingdom, he ho

vsred on the frontiers, and watched an opportunity for 
attac.-:ing his rival. 'rhe king had an intrigue with a 

young woman, who lived at Merton in Surrey, whither 
having fecretly retired, he was on a fudden invironed, in 

th~ night-time, by Kynehard and his followers, and after 

maki .. g a vigorous refiftance, was murdered, with all his 
a tendants. The nobility and people of the neighbour

hood, rifing next day in arms, took revenge on K ynehard 

for the flaughter of their king, and put every one to the 

fwo d, who had been engztged in that criminal entcrprizc. 

This event happened in 784. 
BRITHRIC next obtained poffeffion of the government, 

though remotely defcended from the royal family; but he 

enjoyed not that dignity without inquietude. Eoppa, 
nephew to king Ina, by his brother lngild, who died be
fore that prince, had begot Eata, father to Alchmond 2 

from whom fprung Egbert d, a young man of the mofr 

promifing hopes, who gave great jealoufy to Brithric, the 

r.eigning prince, both becaufe he feemed by his birth bet
ter intitled to the crown, and becaufe he had acquired, 

to an eminent degree, the affcCl:ions of the people. Eg
bcrt, fcnfible of his clanger from the fufpicions of Brithric, 
fecretly withdrew into France e; where he was well re
ceived oy Charlemagne. By .. living in the court, and 
ferving in tJ e armies of that prince, the mofr able and 

' W. Malmef. lib. z. cap.:,, 

d Chron, Sax. P• 16~ · 

c W. Malmef. 

e H, Hunting. lib. 4• 

m oft 
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moft generous that had appeared in Europe during feveral C H 
1 
A P. 

ages, he acquired thofe accompli!hments, which after-~ 
wards enabled him to make fuch a fuining figure on the 

throne. And familiarizing himfelf to the manners of the 

French, who, as Malme!bury obferves r, were eminent 
both for valour and civility, above all the wefiern nations~ 
he learned to polifh the rudenefs and barbarity of the 

Saxon character: His early misfortunes thus proved of 

fingular advantage to him. 
IT was not long ere Egbert had opportunities of dif

playing his natural and acquired talents. Brithric, King 
of Weifex, had married Eadburga, natural daughter of 

Offa, king of Mercia, a profligate woman, equall,y in

famous for cruelty and for incontinence. Having great 

influence over her hu!band, {he often infiigated him to 
defiroy fuch of the nobility as were obnoxious to her; and 

where this expedient failed, fhe fcrupled not being herfelf 

aetive in traiterous attempts againfl: them. She had 
mixed a cup of poifon for a young nobleman, who had 

acquired her hu!band's friendfhip, and had on that ac

count become the object of her jealoufy: But unfortu
nately, the king drank of the fatal cup along with his 

favourite, and foon after expired~. This tragical incident,. 
joined to her other crimes, rendered Eadburga fo odious, 
that fhe was obliged to fly into France; whence Egbert 
was at the fame time recalled by the nobility, in order to 
afcend the throne of his ancefiors h. He attained that 

dignity in the lafi year of the eighth century. 
IN the kingdoms of the Heptarchy, an exact ru1e7of 

fucceffion was either unknown or not firictly obferved; 

and thence the reigning prince was continually agitated 

with jealoufy againfl all the princes of the blood, whom 

f Lib. t.. cap. n. g Higden, lib. 5• M. Weft. p. I 5'-· 
Affer. in vita Alfredi, p. 3· ex edit, Camden!, h Chron. Sax. 

'-• I?! 8CJo, Brompton, p. 8oJ. 

he 
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C H A P. he fl:ill confidered as rivals, and whofe death alone could 

~give him entire fecurity in his poffeffion of the throne. 

. From this fatal caufe, together with the admiration of the 

monafric life, and the opinion of merit, attending the 

prefervation of chafrity even in a married ftate, the royal 
families had been entirely extinguilhed in all the king

doms except that of We[ex; and the emulations, fuf
picions, and confpiracies, which had formerly been con
fined to the princes of the blood alone, were now diffufed 

among all the nobility in the feveral Sax on ftates. Egbert 

was the foie defcendant of thofe fi.r!l: con~uerors who fub

dued Britain, and who enhanced their authority by claim
ing a pedigree from Wodcn, the fupreme divinity of their 

anceftors. But that prince, though invited by this favour

able circumfrance to make attempts on the neighbouring 

Saxons, gave them for fome time no difrurbance, and 
rather chofe to turn his arms againfr the Britons in Corn
wal, whom he defeated in feveral battles i, He was re

called from the conquefr of that country by an invafion 

made upon his dominions by Bernulf, King of Mercia. 
THE Mercians, before the acceffion of Egbert, had 

very nearly attained the abfolute fovereignty in the 

Heptarchy: They had reduced the Eafr-Angles under fub
jetl:ion, and efl:ablifued tributary princes in the kingdoms 
of Kent and Effex. Northumberland was involved in 
anarchy; and no ftate of any confequence remained but 

that of W effex, which, much inferior in extent to Mer

cia, was fupported folely by the great qualities of its fove
reign. Egbert led his army againft the invaders; and 

encountering them at Ellandun in Wiltfuire, obtained a 

complete viCtory, and by the great ilaughter which he made 
of them in their flight, gave a mortal blow to the power of 
the Mercians. Whilft he himfelf, in· profecution of his 

viCl:ory, entered their country on the fide of Oxfordiliire 

i Chron, Sax. p. 6g, 
and 
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and threatened the heart of their dominions; he fent an c H A P. 

army into Kent, commande4 ~y Ethelwolph, his e~defl: ~ 
fon k; and expelling Baldredl t~e tributary king, foon 
made himfelf mafier of that country. The kingdom of 
Effex was conquered with equal facility; and the Eaft-
Angles, from their hatred to the Mercian government, 
which had been eftabliilied over them by treachery and 
violence, and probably exercifed with tyranny, imme.,. 
diately rofe in arms, and craved the protection of Egl)ert t. 
Bernulf, the Mercian king, who marched againfi: them, 
was defeated and flain; and two years after, Ludican, his 
,fucceffor, met with the fame fate. Thefe infurrecHons 
and calamities facilitated the enterprizes of Egbert, who 
advanced into the center of the Mercian territories, and 
made eafy conq uefrs over a difpirited and divided people. 
In order to engage them more eafily to fubmiffion, he 
allowed Wiglef, their countryman, to retain the title of 
king, whilfi: he himfelf exercifed the real powers of fove-
reignty m. The anarchy, which prevailed in Northum-
berland, tempted him to carry frill farther his victorious 
arms; and the inhabitants, unable to refift his power, 
and de!irous of poffeffing fome efiablilhed form of govern-
ment, were forward, on his firfr appearance, to fend 
deputies, who fubmitted to his authority, and fwore alle-
giance to him as their fovereign. Egbert, however, ftill 
allowed to Northumberland, as he had done to Mercia 
and Eafr Anglia, the power of eleCting a king, who paid 
him tribute, and was dependant on him. 

THUS were united all the kingdoms of the Heptarchy 
in one great frate, near four hundred years after the firft 
arrival of the Saxohs in Britain; and the fortunate arms 
and prudent policy of Egbert at lafi: effeCted what had 
been fo often attempted in vain by fo many princes n. 

l: Ethelwerd, lib. 3· cap. 2. 

m lngulph. p. 7, 8. lOt 

1 Ibid. lib. 3• cap. 3• 

n Chron. Sax. P• 71. 
Kept, 
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C H A P. Kent, Northumberland, and Mercia, which had fuc
~ ceffively afpired to general dominion, were now incor

porated in his empire; and the other fubordinate kingdoms 
feemed willingly to fhare the fame fate. His territories 
were nearly of the fame extent with what is now properly 
called England; and a favour01ble profpetl: was afforded to 
the Anglo-Saxons, of eftablifhing a civilized monarchy, 
po£re£fed of tranquillity within itfelf, and fecure againft 
foreign invafion. This great event happened in the year 

827 o. 

THE Saxons, though they had been fo long fettled in 
the ifland, feem not as yet to have been much improved 
beyond their German anceftors, either in arts, civility, 
knowledge, humanity, jufiice, or obedience to the laws. 
Even Chriftianity, though it opened the way to connex
ions between them and the more poli£hed ftates of Europe, 
had not hitherto been very effeB:ual, in bani£hing their 
ignorance, or foftening their barbarous manners. As 
they received that doCl:rine through the corrupted chan

nels of Rome, it carried along with it a great mixture of 
credulity and fuperftition, equally deftruCl:ive to the J,In
derftanding and to morals. The reverence towards faints 
and reliques feems to have almoft fupplanted the adora
tion of the Supreme Being: Monaftic obfervances were 

efl:eemed more meritorious than the active virtues: The 
knowledge of natural caufes was negleB:ed from the uni

verfal belief of miraculous interpofitions and judgments : 
Bounty to the church atoned for every violence againft 
focicty: And the remorfes for cruelty, murder, treachery, 
a£faffination, and the more robuft vices, were appeafed~ 
not by amendment of life, but by pennances, fervility to 
the monks, and an abjetl: and illiberal devotion P. The 

reverence 

o Chron. Sax. p. 7 r. 
• P Thefe abufes were common to all the -:Eur~pean cl-~urches; but the prie1ls 
m Italy, Spain, and Gaul, made fome atonement for them by other aqvan• 

taces, which they rendered fociety. For feveral ages, they were almoft all 
Romansll 
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reverence for the clergy had been carried to fuch a height, C H A P. 

that, wherever a perfon appeared in a facerdotal habit, ~ 
though on the highway, the people flocked around him ; 
and ihowing him all marks of profound refpeet, received 
every word he uttered as the moft facred oracle q. Even 
the military virtues, fo inherent in all the Saxon tribes, 
began to be ncglcB:cd; and the nobility, preferring the 
fecurity and fioth of the cloyfter to the tumults and glory 
of war, valued thcmfclves chiefly on endowing monafte-
ries, of which they affumed the government r. The 
feveral kings too, being extremely impoveri!hed by con-
tinual benefaB:ions to the church, to which the ftates of 
their kingdoms had weakly affented, could beil:ow no re-
wards on valour or military fervices, and retained not even 
fuffi.cient influence to fupport their government •. 

ANOTHER inconvenience, which attended this corrupt 
fpecies of Chrifrianity, was the fuperftitious attachment 
to Rome, and the gradual fubjeB:ion of the kingdom to a 
foreign jurifdiB:ion. The Britons, having never acknow
ledged any fubordination to the Roman pontiff, had con ... 
uuB:ed all ecclefiafrical government by their domefric fy
nods and councils t: But the Saxons, receiving their 
religion from Roman monks, were taught at the fame 
time a profound reverence for that fee, and were natu
rally led to regard it as the capital of their religion. Pil
·grimages to Rome were reprefentcd as the mofr meritorious 
aB:s of devotion. Not only noblemen and ladies of rank 
undertook this tedious journey u; but kings themfelves, 

Romans, or, in other words, the ancient natives: and they preferved the 
Roman language and laws, with fome remains of the former civility. But 
the prielh in the Heptarchy, after the firil m iffionaries, v:ere wholly Saxons, 
and almoft as ignorant and barbarous as the laity. They contributed, there
fore, little to the improvement of tile fociety in knowledge or the arts. 

.. q llede, lib. 3• cap. 26. r Ibid. lib. 5· cap. '-3• :Epifiola Bedre 
ad :Egbert. s Beda: :Epift. ad :Egbert. t Append. to Bede, 
numb. to. ex edit, 177.1, Spelm, Cone, p. 1081 109. u Bede, 
lib. 5• cap. 7. 

I abdicating 
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C H A P. abdicating their crowns, fought for a fecure paffport to 

~heaven at the feet of the Roman pontiff. New reliques, 
. perpetually fent from that endlefs mint of fuperflition, 

and magnified by lying miracles, invented in convents, 

operated on the afronifued minds of the multitude. And 
every prince has attained the eulogies of the monks, the 
only hifl:orians of thofe ages, not in proportion to his civil 

and mi1itary virtues, but to his devoted attachment to

wards their order, and his fuperfiitious reverence for 

Rome. 
THE fovereign pontifF, encouraged by this blindnefs 

and fubmiffive difpofition of the people, advanced every day 

in his encroachments on the independance of the Englilh 
churches. Wilfrid, biiliop of Lindisferne, the foie prelate of 

the Northumbrian kingdom, encreafed this fubjeCl:ion in 
the eighth century, by his making an appeal to Rome againfi: 

the decifions of an Engliili fynod, which had abridged his 

chocefe by the ereCtion of fome new bifhoprics w. Agatho, 

the pope, readily embraced this precedent of an appeal to 

his court; and Wilfrid, though the haughtiefi and moft 

luxurious prelate of his age x, having obtained with the 

people the charaCter of fanB:ity, was thus able to lay the 

foundation of this papal pretenfion. 
THE great topic, by which Wilfrid confounded the 

imag!nations of men, was, that St. Peter, to whofe cuf
tody the keys of heaven were entrufied, would certainly 
refufe admittance to every one who iliould be wanting in 
refpeB: to his fucceffor. This conceit, well fuited to 

vulgar conceptions, made great impre.ffion on the people 
during feveral ages; and has not even at prefent loft all 
influence in the catholic countries. 

HAD this abjea fuperfi:ition produced general peace and 
tranquillity, it had made fome atonement for the ills at-

w See Appendix to Bede, numb. 19. Higden, lib. S• 
"Vita Yilfr. § Z4• 6~. 

x Eddius 

tending 



: ~ 

T H E H E P T A R C H 'Y. 

tending it; but befides the ufual avidity of men for power c H A P. 

and riches, frivolous controver:fies in theology were en- ~........J 
gcndered by it, which were fo much the more fatal, as 
they admitted not, like the others, of any final determi-
nation from efiablifhed poffeffion. The difputes, excited 
in Britain, were of the mofi ridiculous kind, and entirely 
worthy of thofe ignorant and barbarous ages. There were 
fome intricacies, obferved by all the Chrifiian churches, 
in adjuRing the day of keeping Eafier; which depended 

on a complicated con:fideration of the courfe of the fun 

and moon : And it happened that the miffionaries, who 
had converted the Scots and Britons, had followed a dif-
ferent calendar from that which was obferved at Rome, 

in the age whrn Augufiine converted the Saxons. The 
priefis alfo of all the Chrifl:ian churches were accufl:omed 

to fhave part of their head ; but the form given to this 
tonfure, was different in the former from what was prac-
tifed in the latter. The Scots and Britons pleaded the 
antiquity of their ufages : The Romans, and their difci-
ples, the Saxons, infifl:ed on the univerfality of thtirs. 
';fhat Eafter muft neceffarily be kept by a rule, which 
comprehended both the day of the year and age of the 
moon, was agreed by all; that the tonfure of a prieft 
could not be omitted without the utmofl impiety, was a 

point undifputed: But the Romans and Saxons called 
their antagonifis fchifmatics; becaufe they celebrated 
Eafl:er on the very day of the full moon in March, if that day 
fell on a Sunday, inftead of waiting till the Sunday follow-
ing ; and becaufe they lhaved the fore-part of their head 
from ear to ear, infl:ead of making that tonfure on the 

crown of the head, and in a circular form. In order to 
render their antagonifts odious, they affirmed, that, once 
in feven years, they concurred with the Jews in the time 
<>f celebrating that feftival r : And that they might re-

Y Bede1 lib, :z~ cap. 19. 
commend 
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c H A P. commend their own form of tonfure, they maintained, 
~that it imitated fymbolically the crown of thorns worn 

by Chrift in his paHion; whereas the other f~rm was 
invented by Simon Iv1agus, without any regard to that 

reprefentation z. Thefe controverfies had, from the be-

ginnina- excited fuch animofity between the Britilh and 
..... b' Romifh priefis, that, infread of concurring in their endea-
vours to convert the idolatrous Saxons, they refufed all 
communion together, and each regarded his opponent 

as no better than a Pagan a. The difpute lafled more 
than a century; and was at lafr fini£hed, not by men's 

difcovering the folly of it, which would have been too 

great an effort for human reafon to accompliili, but by 
the entire prevalence of the Romiili ritual over the Scotch 

and Britifh b. Wilfrid, bifhop of Lindisferne, acquired 

great merit, both with the court of Rome and with all 
the fouthern Saxons, by expelling the quartodeciman 

fchifm, as it was called, from the Northumbrian king
dom, into which the neighbourhood of the Scots had for-

merly introduced it c. 

THEODORE, archbiiliop of Canterbury, called, in the 

year 68o, a fynod at Hatfield, confifl:ing of all the bi
!hops in Britain d ; where was accepted and ratified the 
decree of the Lateran council, fummoned by Martin, 
againfr the herefy of the Monothelites. The council and 
fynod maintained, in oppofition to thefe heretics, that, 
though the divine and human nature in Chrifr made but 
one perfon; yet had they different inclinations, wills, 
aB:s, and fentiments, and that the unity of the perfon 
implied not any unity in the confcioufnefs e. This opi
nion it feems fomewhat difficult to comprehend; and no 
one, unacquainted with the ecclefiafrical hifiory of thofe 

z Bede, lib. S· cap. 2.I• Eddius, § 1.4-. a Bede, lib. 2 , cap. ~, 
4• zo. Eddius, § u. b Bede, lib. 5· cap. 16, 22. c Bede1 

lib. 3· cap. ~s· I.ddius, § u, d Spell, Cone, vol. 1, p. 16\r. 

c Ibid. I?• 171, 
~ges, 
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ages, could imagine the height of zeal and violence, with C H A P. 
I. 

which it was then inculcated. The decree of the Lateran "--v--' 
council calls the Mbnothelites impious, execrable, wick-
ed, abominable, and even diabolical; and curfes and ana
thematizes them to all eternity f. 

THE Saxons, from the firft introduCtion of Chrifiia
nity among them, had admitted the ufe of images ; and 
perhaps, that religion, without fome of thofe exterior or

naments, had not made fo quick a progrefs with thefe 
idolaters : But they had not paid any fpecies of worfuip 
or addrefs to images; and this abufe never prevailed 
among Chrifrians, till it received the fanB:ion of the 
fecond council of Nice. 

f Spell. Cone. vol. r. p. 17-:, 173, 174• 

VoL. l. F 
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C H A P. II. 

Egbert-Ethelwolf--Ethelbald and Ethelbert 
-Ethered--Alfred the Great--Edward 
thcelder--Athel.ftan--Edmund--Edrcd
Edwy ---Edgar--Edward the Mart)'r. 

E G B E R T. 

c H A P. THE Kingdoms of the Heptarchy, though united 

~ by fo recent a conquefr, feemed to be firmly ce-
8z.7. mented into one fiate under Egbert; and the inhabitants 

of the feveral provinces had lofi: all defire of revolting 

from that monarch,. or of refioring their former inde

pendent governments. Their language was every where 

nearly the fame,. their cufl:oms, laws, inftitutions ~ivil 
and religious; and as the race of the ancient kings was. 

totally extinCt in a.11 the fubjeB:ed ftates, the people rea

dily transferred their allegiance to a prince, who. feemed 

to merit it, by the fplendor of his viCtories, the vigour of 

his adminifhation, and the fuperior nobility of his birth. 

A union alfo in government opened to them the agree

able profpeB: of future tranquillity; and it appeared moJe 

probable, that they would thenceforth become formidable 
to their neighbours, than be expofed to their inroads and 
devaftations. But thefe flattering views were foon over

cafi by the appearance of the Danes, who, during fome 

centuries, kept the Anglo-Saxons in perpetual inquietude, 

committed the moft barbarous ravages upon them, and at 

lafr reduced them to gri ous fervitude. 
THE emperor Charlemagne, though naturally gene

rous and humane, had been induced by bigotry to exercife 
great !everities upon the Pagan Saxons in Germany, 

whom he fubdued: and befides often ravaging their coun-
try 
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try with fire and fword, he had in cool blood decimated all C H A P. 

the inhabitants for their revolts, and had obliged them,~ 
by the mofr rigorous edilts, to make a feeming compliance "· 
with the chrifl:ian doCtrine. That religion, which had 
eafily made its way among the Briti!h-Saxons by infinu-
ation and addrefs, appeared !hocking to their German 
brethren, when impofed on them by the violence of Char
lemagne; and the more generous and warlike of thefe 
Pagans had fled northward into Jutland, in order to 
efcape the fury of his perfecuti<?ns. Meeting there with a 
people of fimilar manners, they were readily received 
among them; and they foon frimulated the natives to 
concur in ent~rprizes, which both promifed revenge on 
the haughty conqueror, and afforded fubfifl:ence to thofe 
numerous inhabitants, with which the northern countries 
were now overburthened g. T'hey invaded the provinces of 
France, which were expofed by the degeneracy and dif-
fentions of Charlemagne's pofierity; and being there 
known under the general name of N ormans, which they 
received from their northern lituation, they became the 
terror of all the maritime and even of the inland countries. 
They were alfo tempted to vifit England in their frequent 
excudions ; and being able, by fudden inroads, to make 
great progrefs over a people, who were not defended by 
any naval force, who had relaxed their military infiitu-
tions, and who were funk into a fuperfiition, which had 
become odious to the Danes and ancient Saxons, they 
made no difrinB:ion in their hofiilities between the French 
and Engliih kingdoms. Their firfi appearance in this 
ifland was in the year 787 h, when Brithric reigned in 
W effex. A fmall bod:r of them landed in that kingdom, 
with a view of learning the fiate of the country ; and 
MThen the magifirate of the place queftioned them con-

' YpGd, Neu.llria, p. of.I4· h Chron. Sax. p. 64, 

F z cerning 
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c H A P -concerning their enterprize; and fummoned them to ap-
H h. . . 

~pear before the king, and account for t etr mtentwns, 
they killed him, and flying to their thips, efcaped 

into their own country. The next alarm was grven to 

N orthumberl:md in the year 794 i; when a body of thefe 
pirates pillaged a monaftcry; but their £hips being much 
damaged by a ftorm, and their leader flain in a fkirmifh, 

they were at lafl: defeated by the inhabitants, and the re-

832. mainder of them put to the fword. Five years after Eg

bert had efi:ablifued his monarchy over England, the 

Danes landed in the Ifle of Shepey, and having pillaged 

it, efcaped with impunity k. They were not fo fortu
nate in their next year's enterprize, when they difem

barked from thirty-five £hips, and were encountered by 
Egbert, at Charmouth in Dorfet01ire. The battle was 

bloody; but though the Danes lofi great numbers, they 

maintained the poft, which they had taken, and thence 

made good their retreat to their £hips 1• Having learned 
by experience, that they muft expeCt a vigorous refiftance 

from this warlike prince, they entered into an alliance 

with the Britons of Cornwal; and landing two years after 

in that country, made an inroad with their confederates 

into the county of Devon; but were met at Hengefdown 

by Egbert, and totally defeated m. While England re .. 
mained in this ftate of anxiety, and defended itfelf more 

by temporary expedients than by any regular plan of ad
minifiration, Egbert, who alone was able to provide ef .. 
feetually againft this new evil, unfortunately died; and 

831. left the government to his for.t, Ethelwolf. 

i Chron. Sax. P• 66. Alur. Beverl, P• IoS, k Chron, Sax. p. 72.. 
1 lbid, Ethclward, li~. l• c:ap. ~. m Chron. Sax, P• 77.• 

ETHEL· 



ET HE LW 0 L F. 

E T H E L 'V 0 L F. 
CHAP. 

11. 
'---y---1 

T HIS prince had neither the abilities nor the vigour 
of his father; and was better qualified for governing 

a convent than a kingdom n. He began his reign with 
making a partition of his dominions, and delivering over 
to his eldcfi fon, AtheHlan, the new conquered provinces 
of Effex, Kent, and Suffex. But no inconveniencies 
feem to have arifen from this partition; as the continual 
terror of the Danilh invaftons prevented all domefiic dif

fention. A fleet of thefe ravagers, confiding of thirty
three fail, appeared at Southampton; but were repulfed 
with Iofs by Wolfhere, governor of the neighbouring 
county 0

• The fame year, l:Ethelhelm, governor of 
Dorfetfhire, routed another band which had difembarked 

at Portfmouth; but he obtained the victory after a furious 
engagement, and he bought it with the lofs of his life P. 

Next year, the Danes made feveral inroads into England; 
and fought battles, or rather fkirmilhes, in Eafr-Anglia 
and Lindefey and Kent; where, though they were fame
times repulfed and defeated, they always obtained their 
~nd, of committing fpoil upon the country, and carrying 
off their booty. 'I'hey avoided coming to a general en
gagement, which was not fuited to their plan of opera
tions. Their veffels were fmall, and ran eafily up the 
creeks and rivers; where they drew them afhore, and 
having formed an entrenchment round them, which 
they guarded with part of their number, the remainder 
fcattered ~hemfelves every where, and carrying off the 
inhabitants and cattle and goods, they haficned to their 
!hips, and quickly difappeared. If the military force of 
the county were affembled, (for there was no time for 

n Wm. Malmd. lib, '1· cap. :. q Chron. Sa¥. p. 73• Ethelward,. 
};.b. 3 • cap. l· P Chron. Sax. p. 7 3· H, Hunung. l1b. 5• 

f 3 troops 
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c H A P. troops to march from a difiance) the Danes either were 
~able to repulfe them and to continue their ravages with 

impunity, or they betook themfelves to their veffels; and 
fettino- fail fuddenly invaded fome diftant quarter, which 

0 ' was not prepared for their reception. Every part of Eng-
land was held in continual alarm ; and the inhabitants of 
one county durfr not give affiftance to thofe of another, 
left their own families and property lhould in the mean 
time be expofed by their ab fence to the fury of thefe bar

barous ravagers q. All orders of men were invol.ved in 

this calamity; and the priefrs and monks, who had been 
commonly fpared in the domeftic quarrels of the Heptar

chy, were the chief objetl:s on which the Dani!h idolaters 

exercifed their rage and animofity. Every feafon of the 
year was dangerous ; and the abfence of the enemy was 

no reafon why any man could efteem himfelf a moment 

in fafety. 
THESE incurfions had now become almoft annual ; 

when the Danes, encouraged by their fucceffes againfl: 

France as well as England (for both kingdoms were alike 
Ssr. expofed to this dreadful calamity), invaded the laft in fo 

numerous a body, as feemed to threaten it with univerfal 

fubjeCl:ion. But the Englifh, more military than the 
Briton~, whom, a few centuries before, they had treated 

with like violence, rouzed themfelves with a vigour pro
portioned to the exigency. Ceorle, governor of Devon• 

fhire, fought a battle with one body of the Danes at 
Wiganburgh r, aFtd put them to rout with great fiaughter. 
King Athelfran attacked another at fea near Sandwich, 
funk nine of their lhips, and put the refr to flights. A 
body of them, however, ventured, for the firft time, to 

take up winter-quarters in England; and receiving in the 

fpring a ff:rong reinforcement of their countrymen in 350 

q Alured Beverl. F• 10&. 

cap. 3· Sirr.eon Dunelm. p. ug, 

p, ~, 

r H. Hunt.lib. s. Ethelward, lib. 3, 
s Chron, Sax, p, 74, Afferius, 

veffels, 
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vcffels, they advanced from the fle of Thanet, where c H A P. 
JJ. 

they had fiationed themfelves; burnt the cities of Lon- '--y--J 

don and Canterbury ; and having put to flight Brichtric, 

who now governed Mercia, under the title of King, they 

marched into the heart of Surrey, and laid every place 

wafl:c around them. Ethelwolf, impelled by the urger.cy 
of the danger, marched againfi them, at the head of the 
Wefr-Saxons; and carrying with him his fecond fon, 

Ethelbald, gave them battle at Okely, and gained a 
bloody victory over them. This advantage procured but 
a iliort refpite to the Eng1i£h. The Danes fiill main-

tained their fettlement in the Ifle of Thanet; and being 

attacked by Ealher and Huda, governors of Kent and 

Surrey, though defeated in the beginning of the atl:ion, 

they finally repulfed the aff'ailants, and killed both the s53, 

governors. They removed thence to the Hie of Shepey ; 

where they took up their winter-quarters, that they might 

farther e«tend their devafl:ation and ravages. 
THIS unfettled fiate of England hindered not Ethel

wolf from making a pilgrimage to Rome; whither be 
carried his fourth, and favourite fon, Alfred, then only 
fix years of age t. He paff'ed there a twelvemonth in ex
ercifes of devotion ; and failed not in that mon effential 
part of devotion, liberality to the church of Rome. Be

fides giving prefents to the more diflinguilhed ecclefi
aflics; he made a perpetual grant of three hundred 

mancufes u a yea~ to that fee ; one third to fupport the 

lamps of St. Peter's, another thofe of St. Paul's, a third 

to the pope himfelfw. In his return home, hp married 

Judith, daughter of the emperor, Charles the Bald; but 

on his landing in England, he met with an oppofition, 

which he little looked for. 

t Afferius, p. '· Chron. Sax. 76. Hunt. lib. 5· u A m~ncus 

was about the weight of our pre(ent half crowns See Spdmm\ Gll)ll~ty, in 

verbQ Mallc:us. w W. Malmef. m,.,, cap. '-• 

F + His 
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C H A r. Hrs cldefl: fon, Athelfian, being dead; Ethelbald, his 

~ fecond, who had aff-umed the government, formed, in 
~oncert with many of the nobles, the project of exclud. 
in()" his father from a throne, which his weaknefs and 

b 

fuperfritiqn feem to h4ve renqered him fo ill-qualified to 
fill. The people were divided between the two princes; 
and a bloody civil war, joined to all the other calamities 
under which ~qe Engli!h laboured, appeared inevitable; 
~hen Ethelwolf had the facility to yield to the greater 
part of his [on's pretenfions. He made with him a parti· 

tion of the kingdom; and taking to himfelf the eafiern 

part, which was always at that time efreem~d the leafi: 

confiderable, as well as the moft expofed x, he ddivereq 

over to Ethelbald the fovereignty of the wefl:ern. lfllme· 

diately after, he fu~moned the ftates Qf the whole king~ 

dom, and with the fame facility conferred a perpetual 
and important donation on the church. 

THE ecclefiafl:ics, in thofe days of i~norance, made 

rapid advances in the acquifition of power and grandeur; 
and inculcatj11g the mofr abfurd and mofr interefted doc

trin~s, though they fometimes met, from the contrary 
interefts of the laity, with an oppqfition, which it re

<luired time and addrefs to overcome, they found no ob
.fiacle in their reafon or underftanding. Not content 

with the donations of land made them by the Saxon 
princes and nobles, and with temporary oblations from 

the devotion of the people, they had caft a wifhful eye on 

a vafr revenue~ which they claimed as belonging to them, 

py a facred and indefeizable title. However little 
verfcd in the fcriptures, they had been able to difcovero 

. ' 
that, under the Jewilh law, a tenth of all the produce 

of land was conferred on the priefl-hood ; and forgettingt 

~~at they themfelves taught, that the moral part only of 

~hat law w~s obligatory on ~hrifrians, they infifted, that 

x Atferius~ P• 3r w. Maim. lib,~· cap. ~· .M;Hth \Veil. P• r. 8. 

t~i~ 
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this donation conveyed a perpetual property, inherent by c H J\ P. 

divine right in tbofe who officiated at the altar. During~ 
fame centuries , the whole fcope of fer mons and homilies 
was pire&ed to this purpofe; and one would have ima-
gined., from the general tenor of thefe difcourfes, that all 

~ the pracbcal parts of Chriftianity were comprized in the 
exact and faithful payment of tythes to the clergy Y. 

Encour~ged by their fuccefs in inculcating thefe doCl:rines; 
they ventured farther than they were warranted even by 
the Levitical law, and pretended to draw t4e tenth of all 
induftry, merchandize, wages of labourers, and pay of 
foldiers ~; nay, fame canonifts went fo far as to affirm, 
that the clergy were entitled to the tythe of the profits, 
made by courtezans in the exercife of their profeffion •. 
Though parilhes had been inftituted in England by Ho
norius, archbiihop of Canterbury, near two centuries be
fore b, the ecclefiafiics had never yet been able to get 
poffeffion of the tythes : they therefore feized the prefent 
favourable opportunity of making that acquifition; when 
a weak, fuperfiitious prince filled the throne, and when 
the people, difcouraged by their loffes from the Danes, 
and terrified with the fear of future invafions, were fuf
ceptible of any impreffion, which bore the appearance of 
r~ligion c. So meritorious was this conceffion deemed by 
the Engli!h, that, trufring entirely to fupernatural affift
ance, they negleCl:ed the ordinary means of fafety; and 
agreed, even in the prefent defperate extremity, that the 
revenues of the church lhould be e~empted from all bur
thens, though irnpofed for national defence and fecurity d. 

y Padre Paolo, fopra bendicii eccldidl:ici, p. sr, 52• edit. Colon. 1675• 
z Spell. Cone, vol. I, p. z68. a Padre Paolo, p. 132. 

b Parker, p. 77• c Ingulf. p. &6:. Selden•s Hift. of tythe$1 c. S. 
~ Afferius, p. 2. Chron. Sax, P• 76. W. Malmef. lib. s. cap. s. 

Ethelward, lib. 3• cap. 3• M. Weft, p. 15i. Jngulf. p. 17. Ann. Be· 
veri, p. 95~ 
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ETHELBALD and ETHELBERT. 

E
T HE LW 0 L F lived only two years after making 

this grant; and by his will he thared England 
between his two eldefi: fons, Ethelbald and Ethelbert; 
the weft being affigned to the former; the eafi: to 
the latter. Ethelbald was a profligate prince; and 

marrying J udith, his mother-in-law, gave great offence 
to the people ; but moved by the remonfi:rances of 

Swithun, bithop of Winchefi:er, he was at lafr pre
vailed on to divorce her. His reign was fhort; and 
Ethelbert, his brother, fucceeding to the g<!>vernment, 

l6o. behaved himfelf, during a reign of five years, in a man
ner more worthy of his birth and fration. The king

dom, however, was frill infefted by the Danes, who made , 
an inroad and facked Winchefier; but were there de
feated. A body alfo of thefe pirates, who were quartered 

in the Ifle of Thanet, having deceived the Englilh by a 

treaty, unexpectedly broke into Kent, and committed 

86~. 

great outrages. 

E T H E R E D. 

E T HE L BE R T was fucceeied by his brother Ethc· 
red, who, though he defended himfelf with bra

very, enjoyed, during his whole reign, no tranquillity 
from thofe Danilh irruptions. His younger brother, Al
fred, feconded him in all his enterprizes; and generoufly 
facrificed to the public good all refentment, which he 
might entertain, on account of his being excluded by 
Ethered from a large patrimony, which had been left 

him by his father. 
THE firfi: landing of the Danes in the reign of Ethered 

was among the Eafi-Angles, who, more anxious for their 
prefent fafety than for the common interefi, entered into 

a feparate 
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a. Ceparate treaty with the enemy; and furnilhed them C H A P· 

with horfes, which enabled them to make an irruption~ 
by land into the kingdom of Northumberland. They 
there feized the city of York; and defended it againfr 
Ofbricht and JElla, two Northumbrian princes, who 
periihed in the affault r. Encouraged by thefe fucceffei, 
and by the fuperiority, which they had acquired in 
arms, they now ventured, under the command of 
Hinguar and Hubba, to leave the fea-coaft, and pe
netrating into Mercia, they took up their winter-quarters 
at Nottingham, where they threatened the kingJom with 
a final fuhjection. The Mercians, in this extremity, 
applied to Ethered for fuccour ; and that prince, with 
his brother, Alfred, conduCting a great army to Not-
tingham, obliged the enemy to dillodge, and to re- S7o. 

treat into Northumberland. Their reftlefs difpofition, 
and their avidity for plunder, allowed them not to remain 
long in thofe quarters : They broke into Eaft-Anglia, 
defeated and took prifoner, Edmund, the king of that 
country, whom they afterwards murdered in cool blood; 
and committing the moft barbarous ravages on the people, 
par-ticularly on the monafteries, they gave the Eaft-Angles 
caufe to regret the temporary relief, which they had ob
tained, by affifting the common enemy. 

THE next ftation of the Daneswas at Reading; whence 371• 

they infefted the neighbouring country by their incurfions. 
The Mercians, defirous of iliaking off their dependance 
on Ethered, refufed to join him with their forces; and 
that prince, attended by Alfred, was obliged to march 
againft the enemy, with the Weft-Saxons alone, his he
reditary fubjeB:s. The Danes, being defeated in an aCtion, 
Shut themfelves up in their garrifon; but quickly making 
thence an irruption, they routed the Weft-Saxons, and 
obliged them to raife the fiege. An action foon after 

f A!fer. p. 6. Chron, Sax, p. 79• 

enfued 
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c H A P. enfued at Afton, in Berkfhire, where the Engliih, in the 
~beginning of the day, were in danger of a total defeat. 

Alfred; aJvancing with one divifion of the army, was 
furrounded by the enemy in difadvantageous ground; and 
Ethered, who was at that time hearing mafs, refufed to 
march to his affiftance, till prayers fhould be finifhed g: 

But as he afterwards obtained the vicbry, this fuccefs, 
not the danger of Alfred, was afcribed by the monks to 
the piety of that monarch. This battle of Afion did not 
terminate the war: Another battle was a little after 

fought at Bafing; where the Danes were more fuccefs
ful ; and being reinforced by a new army from their 
own country, they became every day more terrible to the 
Englifu. Amidft thefe confufions, Ethered died of a 

wound, which he had received in an aCtion with the 
Danes; and left the inheritance of his cares and misfor
tunes, rather than of his grandeur, to his brother, Al
fred, who was now twenty-two years of age. 

A L F R E D. 

T HIS prince gave very early marks of thofe great 
virtues and lhining talents, by which, during tho 

rnoft difficult times, he fav€d his country from utter ruin 

-and fubverfion. Ethelwolf, his father, the year after his 

return with Alfred from Rome, had again fent the young 
prince thither with a numerous retinue; and a report be
ing fpread of the king's death, the pope, Leo III. gave 

Alfred the royal unCtion h; whether prognofticating his 
future greatnefs from the appearances of his pregnant 
genius, or willing to pretend, even in that age, to the 

right of conferring kingdoms. Alfred, on his return 
home, became every day more the objeCt of his father'~ 

.g AfTer. P• 7·. W. Maim. lib.~. cap. 3• Simeon Dunelm. p. 125. An· 
aha Sacra, vol.'· P· 205. h AfTer. p. :t. W. Mi\lm. lib. z. cap. z, 
Jn,ulf, P• 869. Simeon Dunelm, p. uo. 139• 

affeCtions; 
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,& :tfFeC\:ions; but being indulged in all youthful pleafures, C R A P 

ftl, he was much negletl:ed in his education; and 1 e had al-~ 
ready reached his twelfth year, when he was yet totally 
ignorant of the lowefl: elements of literature. His genius 

~ was fidl: rouzed by the recital of Saxon poems, in which 
~; the queen took delight; and this fpecies of erudition~ 
tee' whi<..h is fometimes able to make a confiderable progrefs 

even among barbarians, expanded thofe noble and ele
vated fentiments, which he had received from nature i. 
Encouraged by the queen, and fl:imulated by his own ar
dent inclination, he foon learned to read thofe compofi
tions; and proceeded thence to acquire the knowledge of 
the Latin tongue, in which he met with authors, that 
better prompted his heroic fpirit, and directed his gene
rous views. Abforbed in thefe elegant purfuits, he re
garded his acce.ffion to royalty rather as an objeCl:: of re
gret than of triumph k; but being called to the thront>, 
in preference to his broth~r's children, as well by the will 
of his father, a circumfl:ance which had great authority 
with the Anglo-Saxons 1 ; as by the vows of the whole 
nation and the urgency of public affairs, he thook off his 

f- literary indolence, and exerted himfelf in the defence of 
his people. He had fcarcely buried his brother, when 
he was obliged to take the field, in order to oppofe the 
Danes, who had feized Wilton, and were exercifing their 
ufual ravages on the countries around. He marched 
againft them with the few troops, which he could affem
ble on a fudden; and giving them battle, gained at firft 
an advantage, but by his purfuing the viCl:ory too far, 
the fuperiority of the enemy's numbers prevailed, and 
recovered them the day. Their lofs, however, in the 
aCl:ion was fo confiderable, that, fearing Alfred would 
receive daily reinforcement from his fubjeCts, they were 
content to fiipulate for a fafe retreat, and promifed to de-

i Aff'er. P• S• M. Well. p. 167. 
f• a_s. SimcoQ Dunelm. P• ax. 

I Ibid. 

part 
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c H A P. part the kingdom. For that purpofe they were conduCl:ed 
H. k . h '--v--' to London, and allowed to ta e up wmter-quarters t ere; 

but, carelefs of their engagements, they immediately fet 
themfelves to the committing of fpoil on the neighbouring 

country. Burrhed, king of Mercia, in whofe territories 
London was fituated, made a new ftipulation with them, 
and engaged them, by prefents of money; to remove to 
Lindefey in Lincoln!hire; a country which they had al
ready reduced to ruin and defolation. Finding therefore 
no objeCl: in that place, either for their rapine or vio ... 
lence, they fuddenly tttrned back upon Mercia, in a quar· 
ter where they expected to find it without defence ; and 

fixing their ftation at Repton in Derby!hire, they laid 

the whole country defolate with fire and fword. Burrhed, 

defpairing of fuccefs againft an enemy, whom no force 
could refifr, and no treaties bind, abandoned hia king
dom, and flying to Rome, took lhelter in a cloyfl:erm. 
He was brother-in-law to Alfred, and the laft who bore 

the title of King in Mercia. 
THE Weft-Saxons were now tlie only remaining power 

in England; and though fupported by the vigour and 
abilities of Alfred, they were unable to fufiain the efforts 
of thofe ravagers, who from all quarters invaded them. 

Z75· A new fwarm of Danes came over this year under three 
princes, Guthrum, Ofcitel, and Amund ; and having 
firfl joined their countrymen at Repton, they foon found 
the neceffity of feparating, in order to provide for their 
fubfiftence. Part of them, under the command of Hal

dene, their chieftain n, marched into Northumberland, 
where they fixed their quarters; part of them took 
quarters at Cambridge, whence they difiodged in the 
enfuing fummer, and feized Wereham, in the county of 
Dorfet, the very center of Alfred's dominions. That 
prince fo ftraitened them in thefe quarters, that they were 

m AlTer. p. 8. Chron, Sax. p. Sst. Ethelward, lib, 4• cap. 4"" 

n Chron. Sax. p. 83. 
content 
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1&. content to come to a treaty with him, and ftipula ted to C H A P. 

~n depart his country. Alfred, well acquainted with their~ 
ifl ufual perfidy, obliged them to fwear upon the holy re-
~~ Iiques to the obfervanc~ of the treaty Q; not that he ex .. 
oc.~ petl:ed they would pay any veneration to the reliques; 
, ~ but he hoped, that, if they now violated this oath, their 

impiety would infallibly draw down upon them the ven
geance of heaven. But the Danes, little apprehenfive of 
the danger, fuddenly, without feeking any pretence, 
fell upon Alfred's army; and having put it to rout, 
marched we!l:ward, and took po!feffion of Exeter. The 
prince colletl:ed new forces ; and exerted fuch vigour, 
that he fought in one year eight battles with the enemy P, 

and reduced them to the utmoft extremity. He hearkened 
however to new propofals of peace ; and was fatisfied 
to ftipulate with them, that they would fettle fome
where in England q' and would not permit the entrance 
of more ravagers into the kingdom. But while he • 
was expecting the execution of this treaty, which it 
feemed the intereft of the Danes themfelves to fulfil, he 
heard that another body had landed, and having collected 
all the fcattered troops of their countrymen, had fur
prized Chippenham, then a confiderable town, and were 
exercifing their ufual ravages all around them. 

THIS laft incident quite broke the fpirit of the Saxons, 
and reduced them to defpair. Finding that, after all the 
miferable havoc, which they had undergone in their per
fons and in their property; after all the vigorous actions, 
which they had exerted in their own defence ; a new 
band, equally greedy of fpoil and flaughter, had difem .. 
barked among them; they believed themfelves abandoned 
by heaven to deftrutlion, and delivered over to thofc 
fwarms of robbers, which the fertile north thus inceffantly 
poured forth againft them. Some left their country, and 

o Aifer. p. S. 
nine battles, 

P AfTer. p. S. Tbe Saxon Chronicle, P• i1.. ftys 
q Affer, p. 9• Alur, Beverl, p. 104. 

retired 
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c H A P. retired into Wales or fled beyond fea: Others fubmittd 
~to the conquerors, in hopes of appeafing their fury by a 

fervil.e obedience r: And every man's attention being now 

engroffed in concern for his own prefervation, no one 
would hearken to the exhortations of the King, who furn

moned them to make; under his conduCl:, one effort more 

in defence of their prince, their country, and their liber

ties. Alfred himfelf was obliged to relinquifh the enfigns 
of his dignity, to difmifs his fervants, and to feek £helter, 

in the meanefr difguifes, from the purfuit and fury of his 

enemies. He concealed himfelf under a peafant's habit, 

and lived fame time in the houfe of a neat-herd, who had 
been entrufred with the care of fame of his cows s. There 

paffed here an ·incident, which has been recorded by all 
the hiftorians, and was long preferved by popular tradi
tion; though it contains nothing memorable in itfelf, ex

cept fo far as every circumfiance is interefring, which 

attends fo much virtue and dignity, reduced to fuch dif

trefs. The wife of the neat-herd was ignorant of the 
condition of her royal gueft; and obferving him one day 

bufy by the fire-fide in trimming his bow and arrows, {he 
defired him to take care of fome cakes, which were toafiing, 
tvhile £he was employed elfewhere in other dotncfiic af

fairs. But Alfred, whofe thoughts were otherwife en
gaged, neglected .. this injunCtion; and the good woman, 
on her return, finding her cakes all burnt, rated the king 
very feverely, and upbraided him, that he always feemed 

v.ery well pleafed to eat her warm cakes, though he was 
thus negligent in toafting them r. 

M BY degrees, Alfred, as he found the fearch of the ene

rny become more remifs, colleCl:ed fame of his retainers, 
and retired into the center of a bog, formed by the ftag-

. nating waters of the Thone and Parret, in Somerfedhire. 

r Chron. Sax. p. 84, Alured Beverl. p. 105. 
t Affc:r, P• ~· M. Weft, p. 170" 

• Affer. p. 9• 

He 
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l:I-;:: here found two acres of firm ground; and buildingC H A P. 

a habitation on them, rendered himfelf fecure by its for-~ 
tifications, and fiill more by the unknown and inacceffible 
roads which led to it, and by the forefis and moraffes, 
with which it was every way environed. This place he 
called .lEthclingay, or the Ifle of Nobles u; and it now 
bears the name of Athelney. He thence made frequent 
and unexpecred [allies upon the Danes, who often felt 
the vigour of his arm, but knew not from what quarter 
the blow came. He fubfiil:ed himfelf and his followers 
by the plunder which he acquired ; he procured them 
confolation by revenge; and from fmall fucceffes, he 
cpened their minds to hope, that, notwithfianding his 
prefent low condition, more important viCtories might at 
length attend his valour. 

ALFRED lay here concealed, but not unaetive, during 
a twelvemonth; when the news of a profperous event 
reached his ears, and called him to the field. Hubba, 
the Dane, having fpread devail:ation, fire, and flaughter, 
over Wales, had land.ed in Devonihire from twenty-three 
veffels, and laid fiege to the caftle of Kinwith, a place 
fituate<.l near the mouth of the fmall river Tau. Qd ... 
dune, earl of Devonlhire, with his followers, had taken 
fuelter there; and being ill fupplied with provifions, and 
even with water, he determined, by fome vigorous blow, 
to prevent the neceffity of fubmitting to the barbarous 
enemy. He made a fudden fally on the Danes before 
f~n-rifing; and taking them unprepared, he put them to 
rout, purfued them with great flaughter, killed Hubba 
himfeif; and got pofTeffion of the famous Rcafen, or en
chanted fiandard, in which the Danes put great confi
dence w. It contained the figure of a raven, which had 

u Chron. Sax . p. 85 . W, Maim. lib. z. cap. 4· Ethelward, lib. 4• cap. 4• 
lngulf, p. 26. w A!fer. p. to. Cnron. Sax. P• 84. Abbas Rieva), 

!'· 395· Alur'!d. !kv: rl . r• I05. 

VoL. I. G been 
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c H A P. been in woven by the three fifiers of Hinguar and Hubba, 
II. ' d h' h b . d'f ~with many magical incantatwns, an w IC , y Its 1 -

fcrent movements, prognofticated, as the Danes believed, 

the good or bad fuccefs of any enterprize x. 

WHEN Alfred obferved this fymptom of fuccefsful re-

{iftancc in his fubjetl:s, he left his retreat; but before h~ 
would affemble them in arms, or urge them to any at

tempt, which, if unfortunate, might, in their prefent 

defpondency, prove fatal, he refolved to infpeet, himfelf, 

the fituation of the enemy, and to judge of the probabi

lity of fuccefs. For this purpofe he entered their camp 

under the difguife of a harper, and paffed unfufpeCl:ed 

through every quarter. He fo entertained them with his 

mufic and facetious humours, that he met with a wel

come reception; and was even introduced to the tent of 

Guthrum, their prince, where he remained fome days r, 

He remarked the fupine fecurity of the Danes, their con

tempt of the Engli£h, their negligence in foraging and 
plundering, and their diifolute wafting of what they 

gained by rapine and violence. Encouraged by thefe 

favourable appearances, he fecretly fent emiffaries to the 

mofr confiderable of his fubjeB:s, and fummoned them to 
a rendezvous, attended by their warlike followers, at Brix· 

ton, on the borders of Selwood fore!l: z. The Englifh, 

who had hoped to put an end to their calamities by fer

vile fubmiffion, now found the infolence and rapine of 

the conqueror more intolerable than all pa:fl: fatigues 
and dangers; and, at the appointed day,. they joyfully 
reforted to their prince. On his appearance, they re
ceived him with fhouts of applaufe a; and could not fa
tiate their eyes with the fight of this beloved monarch, 
whom they had long regarded as dead, and who now, 

~AfTer. p. Jo. Y W. Malm •. lib. z, cap. 4• z Chron. 
Sax. p. 85. a Afi'er. p. xo. Chron. Sax. p. Ss. Simef)n Dunelm. 
P. u8. Alurcd. Beverl. p~ 105 .. Abbas Rieval. p. 354• 

with 
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with voice and looks expreffing his confidertce of fuccefs, C H A P. 

called them to liberty and to vengeance. He infrantly ~ 
conduCted them to Eddington, where the Danes were · 
encamped ; and taking advantage of his previous know-
ledge of the place, he directed his attack againfi the mofi: 
unguarded quarter of the enemy. The Dane_, furprifed 
to fee an army of Engli!h, whom they confidcred as to-
tally fubdued, and fl:ill more afl:oni!hcd to hear that Al-
fred was at their head, made but a faint refifiance, not
withfl:anding their fuperiority of number; and were foon 
put to flight with great !laughter. The remainder ot 
the routed army, with their prince, was befiegcd by Al-
fred in a fortified camp, to which they fled ; but being 
reduced to extremity by want and hunger, they had rc-
courfe to the clemency of the vitl:or; and ot1t-red to fub-
mit on any: conditions. The king, no lcfs generous than 
brave, gave them their lives; and even formed a fchemc 
for converting them, from mortal enemies, into faithful 
fubjet!s and confederates. He knew, that the kingdoms · 
of Eafi-Anglia and Northumberland were totally defo-
latcd by the frequent inroads of the Danes; and he now 
purpofed to re-people them by fettling there Guthrum 
and his followers. He hoped tlnt the new planters would 

at lafi: bctake themfelves to indu:fl:ry, when, by reafon of 
• his refifi:ance, and the cxhaufied condition of the country, 
they could no longer fubfifr by plunder; and that they 
might ferve him as a r?.mpart againfi: any future incur
fions of their countrymen. But before he ratified thefe 
mild conditions with the Danes, he required, that they 
:lhould give him one pledge of their fubmiillon, 2nd of 
their inclination to incorporate with the Engl i!h, by declar-4 
ingtheir converf.ion to Chrifrianity b. Guthtum . and his 
army had no averfion to the propofal; and, without 

~ Chron. SaJC, P• 85. 

G?. much 
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c H A P. much infrruClion or argument or conference, they were 
~all admitted to baptifm. The king anfwered for .Gu

thrum at the font, gave him the name of Athelfran, and 
received him as his adopted fon c. 

SSo. ,..I'HE fuccefs of this expedient feemed to correfpond to 
ALTf J's hopes: 1.'he greater part of the Danes fettled 
peace·.1bly in their new quarters: Some fmaller bodies of 
the fame nation, which were difperfed in Mercia, were 
difhibuted into the five cities of Darby, Leicefrer, Stam
ford, Lincoln, and Nottingham, and were thence called 
the Fif or Five-Burgers. The more turbulent and un
quiet made an expedition into France under the command 
of Hafrings d; and except by a fhort incudion of Danes, 
who failed up the Thames and landed at Fulham, but 
fuddenly retreated to their fhips, on finding tqe country 
in a pofiure of defence, Alfred was not for fome years 
infefted by the inroads of thofe barbarians e. 

The king employed this interval of tranquillity in re
flaring order to the ftate, which had been fhaken by fo 
many violent convulfions; in eftablifhing civil and mili
tary infiitutions; in compofing the minds of men to in
duftry and jufiice; and in providing againfi the return 
of like calamities. He was, more properly than his grand
father Egbert, the foie monarch of the Engliili, (for fo 
the S:1.xons were now univerfall y called) bccaufe the king
dom of Mcrcia was at lafi incorporated in his ftate, and 
was governed by Ethelbert, h!s brother-in-law, who bore 
the title of Earl : And though the Danes, who peopled 
Eafr-Anglia and Northumberland, were for fome time 
ruled immediately by their own princes, they all acknow .. 
ledged a fubordination to Alfred, and fubmitted to his 
fuperior authority. As equality among fubjeCls is the 
great fource of concord, Alfred gave the fame laws to the 

c: A !fer. p. To. 
lngulf, p. :z.6. 

Chron. Sax. p. gc. 
~ AOer. p. J t. 

~ W. Malm, lib. z. cap. 4• 

Danes 
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Danes and Englilh, and put them entirely on a like foot- C H A P. 

ing in the adminifrration both of civil and criminal juf-~ 
tice. The fine for the murder of a Dane was the fame 
with that for the murder of an Englifhman; the great 
fymbol of equality in thofe ages. 

THE king, after rebuilding the ruined cities, particu
larly London r, which had been defi:royed Ly the Danes 
in the reign of Ethelwolf, efrablilhed a regular militia 
for the defence of the kingdom. He ordained that all 
his people fh0uld be armed and regifrered ; he affigned 
them a regular rotation of duty; he difrributed part into 
the cafi:les and fortreffes, which he built at proper places g ; 

he required another part to take the field on any alarm, 
and to affemble at frated places of rendezvous ; and he 
left a fufficient number at home, who were employed in 
the cultivation of the land, and who afterwards took 
their turn in military fcrvice h. The whole kingdom was 
like one great garrifon ; and the Danes could no fooner 
appear in one place, than a fufficient number was aflem
bled to oppofe them, without leaving the other quarters 
defencelefs or difarmed i. 

BUT Alfred, fen!ible that the proper method of oppof
ing an enemy, who made incur!ions by fea, was to meet 
them on their own element, took care to provide himfelf 
with a naval force k, which, though the moft natural 
defence of an ifland, had hitherto been totally negleeted 
by the ~nglilh. He increafed the fhipping of his king
dom bqth in number and frrength, and trained his fubjeets 
in the praCtice as weli of failing, as of naval aCtion. He 
difrributed his armed veffels in proper R-ations around the 
i_fland, and was fure to meet the Dani{h fhips either be
fore or after they ~ad landed their troops, and to purfue 

f Alfet. p. 15. Chron. Sax. p. 83. M. Weft. p. I7I• SimconDunelm. 
p. 131. Brompton, p. 8 12. Alu red Beverl. ex edit. Hearne, p. ro6. 

g AlTer. p. 1?, Ingulf, p. 7-7• h ~hron. Sal(. p. 92, 93· i Spel. 
mau'olife of Alfred, p. 147• edit. 1709. k A!fer. p. 9· M'· Weft. P• 179• 
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c H A P. th~m in all their incurfions. Though the Danes might 
~ fuddcnly, by furprize, difembark on the coaft, which was 

generally become de folate by their frequent ravages, they 
were encountered by the Engli:fh Beet in their retreat; 
;1nd efcaped not, as formerly, by abandoning their booty, 
but paid, by their total defiruction, the penalty of the 
diforders which they had committed. 

IN this manner, Alfred repelled fevcral inroads of thefe 
pyratical Danes, and maintained his kingdom, during 
fame years, in fafety and tranquillity. A fleet of a bun~ 
dred and twenty !hips of war was fiationed upon the 
coafr; and being provided with warlike engines, as well 
as with expert feamen, both Friiians and Englifu, (for 
Alfred fupplied the defeCts cf his own fubjeCts by en
gaging able foreigners in his fer vice) maintained a fupe
riority over tho[e fmaller b:mds, with which England 

J~3~ had fo often been infefted 1• But at lafi Ha!l:ings the fa
mous Danifu chief, having ravaged all the provinces 
of France, both along the fea coaft and the Loire and 
Seine, and being obliged to quit that country, more by 
the defolation which he himfelf had occafioned, than by 
the refifiance of the inhabitants, appeared off the coafi of 
Kent with a fleet of 330 fail. 'rhe greater part of the 
enemy difembarked in the Rather, and feized the fort of 
Apuldore. Haflings himfclf, commanding a fleet of 
eighty fail, entered the T~ames, and fortifying Milton 
in Kent, began to fpread his forces over tne country, and 
to commit the mofi dcftrueti ve ravages. But Alfred, on 
the fidr alarm of this defcent, flew to the defence of his 
people, at the head qf a fcleCl: band of foldiers, whom he 
always kept about his perfon m; and gathering to him the 
armed militia from all quarters, appeared in the field with 
a force f~perio.r ~o the enemy. All firaggling parties, 

1 Afler. p. n. Chron,, Sax. p. 86, 87: M. Weft., r• 176. 
tn A~t:r. P· !~· . 

~ whom 
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whom neceffity or love of plunder had drawn to a diftance c H A P. 

from their chief encampment, were cut off by the Eng.:.. ~ 
lilh n; and thefe pyrates, infiead of increafing their fpoil, 

found themfelves cooped up in their fortifications, and 

obliged to fubfifi by the plunder which they had brought 
from France. Tired of this fituation, which mufi in the 

end prove ruinous to them, the Danes at Apuldore rofe 
fuddenly from their encampment, with an intention of 

marching towards the Thames, and paffing over into 
Effex: But they efcaped not the vigilance of Alfred, who 
encountered them at Farnham, put them to rout 0 , feized 

all their horfes and baggage, and chaced the runaways 

on board their lhips, which carried them up the Colne to 
Mer fey in Effex, where they entrenched them fel ves. 

Hafiings, at the fame time, and probably by concert, 

made a like movement; and deferting Milton, took pof-

feffion of Bamflete, near the ifle of Can vcy in the fame 

county P ; where he hafiily threw up fortifications for his 

defence againfi: the power of Alfred. 
U NFOR TUNATEL Y for the Engliili, Guthrum, prince 

of the Eaft-Anglian Danes, was now dead ; as was al fo 

Guthred, whom the king had appointed governor of the 

Northumbrians; and thofe refilefs tribes> being no longer 
refirained by the authority of their princes, and being en
couraged by the appearance oi fo great a body of their 

countrymen, broke into rebellion, £hook ofF the authority 
of Alfred, and yielding to their inveterate habits of war 
and depredation q' embarked on board two hundred and 

forty veffels, and appeared before Exeter in the weft of 

England. Alfred loft not a moment in oppofing this new 
enemy. Having left fome forces at London to make 

head againfi Hafiings and the other Danes, he marched 

fuddenly to the weft r ; and falling on the rebels before 

n Chron. Sax. p. gt. 
p. 59)• P Chron. ~ax. P· 93• 

r Chron. Sowc. p. 93• 

o Cb:ron. Sax. p. 93· Flor. Wigorn. 

q Chron. Sax, P· 9l.• 

they 
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c H A P. they were aware, purfued them to their fhips with great 
IT. ·1· S JT'. b \..-.r--' !laughter. 'I'hefe ravagers, fat mg next to unex, .egan 

to plunder the country near Chichefter; but the order, 

which Alfred had every where eftablifhed, fufficed here, 

without his prefence, for the defence of the place; and 

the rebels, meeting with a new repulfe, in which many 

of them were killed, and fome of their lhips taken s, were 

obliged to put again to fea, and ~ere difcouraged from 

attempting any other enterprize. 
MEANWHILE, the Danilh invaders in Elfex, having 

united their force under the command of Hafiings, ad

vanced into the inland country, and made fpoil of all 

around them; but foon had reafon to repent of their te

merity. The Engliih army, left in London, affifted by 
a body of the citizens, attacked the enemy~s entrench· .. 

ments at Bamfletc, overpowered the garrifon, and having 

done great e~ecution upon them, carried off the wife and 
two fons of Hafl:ings t. Alfred generoufly fpared thefe 

captives ; and even rdlored them to Hafiings u, on con

dition that he fhould depart the kingdom. 

BuT though the king had thus honourably rid himfelf 

of this dangerous enemy, he had not entirely fubdued or 

expelled the invaders. The pyratical Danes willingly 
followed in an cxcurfion any pr.ofperous leader, who gave 
them hopes of booty; b.ut were not fo eafily imluct;d t9 

relinqui!h their enterprize, or fubmit to return, bafficd 

and without plunder, into their native country. Great 

numbers of them, after the departure of Hafiings, fcized 

and fortified Shobury at the mouth of the Thames; and 
having left a garrifon there, they marched along the river, 

till they came to Boddington in the <;ou~ty of Glocefier; 

where, being reinforced by fome Welfh, they threw up 

entrenchments, and prepared for their defence. Th? 

8 Chron. Sax-. p. 96. Flor. Wigorn. p. 596. t Chren. Sax, 

r· 9t· ~.Weft. P· 178, "' M· Weft. r· 179· 
• ~ . •• ~ 1 • .. • Icing 

. ' 
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king here furrounded them with the whole force of his C H A P. 
• r. .n. n. dominions w; and as he had now a certam pro1pe~;.;.L of "--.r--1 

victory, he refolved to trufr nothing to chance, but rather 
to mafrer his enemies by famine than a!fault. They were 
reduced to fuch extremities, that, having eaten their own 
horfes, and having many of them periihed with hunger x, 
they made a defperate fally upon the Englilh; and though 
the gr.eater number fell in the aB:ion, a confiderable body 
made their cfcape Y. Thefe roved about for fome time in 
England, frill purfued by the vigilance of Alfred; they 
attacked Leicefrcr with fuccefs, defended themfclves in 
Hartford, and then fled to Qyatford, where they were 
finally broken and fubdued. 'I'he fmall remains of them 
either difperfed themfelves among their cQuntrymen in 
Northumberland and Eafr-Anglia z, or had recourfe again 
to the fea, where they exercifed pyracy, under the com-
mand of Sigeferr, a Northumbrian. This free-booter, 
~ell acquainted w.ith Alfred's naval preparations, had 
framed ve!fels of a new confrruCl:ion, higher, and longer, 
and fwifter, than thofe of the Englifh: But the king 
foon difcovered his fupcrior !kill, by building vefiels frill 
higher, and longer, and fwifter, than thofe of the Nor
thumbrians; and falling upon them, while they were 
exercifing their ravages in the weft, he took twenty of 
their £hips; and having tried all the prifoners at Win-
chefrer, he hanged them as pyrates~ the common enemies 
of ma~kind. 

THE w~ll- timed fevcrity ~f this execution, together 
with the excellent pofrure of defence efrablifhed every 
wh~re, rdlored full tranquillity in England, and provided 
for the future fecurity of the government. The Eafl:
Anglian and Northumbrian Danes, on the firft appearance 
of Alfred upon their fr-ontiers, made anew the moft hum
ble fubmiffions to him; and he thought it prudent to take 

w Chron. Sax. p. 94· x Ibid. M. Weft, p.SI79· Flor. WigorR. 
r· 596. Y Chron, Sax. p. 95• ~ lbid. p. 97· 
· · 6 the01 
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C H 11\. P. them under his immediate government, without efl:abli£h. 

~ing over them a viceroy of their own nation a. The 
W eHh alfo acknowledged his authority ; and this great 

prince had now, by prudence and jufiice and valour, 
eflablilhed his fovereignty over all the fouthern parts of 
the ifland, from the Engliili channel to the frontiers of 

~01 • Scotland; when he died, in the vigour of his age and the 
full :ftrength of his faculties, after a glorious reign of 

twenty-nine years and a half b ; in which he defervedly 
attained the appellation of Alfred the Great, and the title 

of Founder of the Englifh monarchy. 
THE merit of this prince, both in private and public 

life, may with advantage be fet in oppofition to that of 

any monarch or citizen, which the annals of any age or 

any nation can prefent to us. He feems indeed to be the 

model of that perfeet charatl:er, which, under the de
nomination of a fage or wife man, philofophers have 
been fond of delineating, rather as a fitl:ion of their ima

gination, than in hopes of ever feeing it really exifiing: 
So happily were all his virtues tempered together; fo 

juftly were they blended; and fo powerfully did each pre

. vent the other from exceeding its proper boundaries ! He 
knew how to reconcile the mofr enterprizing fpirit with 
the coolefi moderation; the mofl obfiinate perfeverance 

with the eafie:ft flexibility ; the mofr fevere j ufl:ice with 

the gentle:ft lenity; the greatefi vigour in commanding 

with the moft perfea affability of deportment c ; the high

eft capacity and inclination for fcience, with the moft 
fuining talents for aCtion. His civil and his military 

Yirtues are almoft equally the objeas of our admiration; 

excepting only, that the former, being more rare among 

princes, as well as more ufefu!, feem chiefly to challenge 

o t applaufe. Nature alfo, as if defirous that fo bright 

2 Flor. Wigorn. p. 598. 

c Aff~:r. P• 13• 

b AfTer. p. •z· Chron. Sax. p. 99• 

a produCtion 
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a prod uCl:ion of her fkill lhould be fet in the fairefl: light, C H A P. 

had befrowed on him every bodily accomplilhment, vigour~ 
of limbs, dignity of fhape and air, with a pleafing, en-
gaging, and open countenance e. Fortune alone, by 
throwing him into that barbarous age, deprived him of 
hifrorians worthy to tranfmit his fame to pofrerity; and 
we wi!h to fee him delineated in more lively colours, and 
with more particular frrokes, that we may at leafl: per-
ceive fame of thofe fmall fpecks and blemi!hes, from 
which, as a man, it is impoffible he could be entirely 
exempted. 

BuT we lhould give but an imperfeCt idea of ~lfred's 
merit, were we to confine our narration to his military 
exploits, and were not more particular in our account of 
his infiitutions for the execution of jufl:ice, and of his 
zeal for the encouragement of arts and fciences. 

AFTER Alfred had fubdued and had fettled or expelled 
the Danes, he found the kingdom in the mofl: wretched 
condition; defolated by the ravages of thofe barbarians, 
and thrown into diforders, which were calculated to per
petuate its mifery. Though the grea~armies of the Danes 
were broken, the country was full of fl:raggling troops 
of that nation, who, being accufl:omed to live by plunder, 
were become incapable of indufl:ry, and who, from the 
natural ferocity of their manners, indulged themfelves 
in committing violence, even beyond what was requi
fite to fupply their neceffities. The Engli!h themfelves, 
reduced to the mofl: extreme indigence by thefe continued 
depredations, had lhaken off all bands of government; 
and thofe who had been plundered to-day, betook them
felves next day to a like diforderly life, and from defpair 
joined the robbers in pillaging and ruining their fellow
~itizens. Thefe were the evils, for which it was necef-

[ary 
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C H A P. fary that the vigilance and activity of Alfred fuould pro-

H. 
~vide a remedy. 

'rHAT he might render the execution of jufiice fl:riCl: 

and regular, he divided nil England into counties; thefe 

counties he fubdivided into hundreds; and the hundreds 

into tithings. Every houfe-holder was anfwerable for the 

behaviour of his family and flavcs, and even of his gueits, 
if they lived above three days in his houfe. Ten neigh

bouring houfc-holders were formed into one corporation, 
who, under the name of a tithing, decennary, or fri

bourg, were anfwerable for. each other's condutl:, and 

over whom one perfon, called a tythingman, headbourg, 
or bodholder, was appointed to prefide. Every man was 

punilhed as an outlaw, who did not regifter himfelf in 

fome tything. And no man could change his habitation, 

without a warrant or certificate from the borlholder of 

the tything, to which he formerly belonged. 

'\VHEN any perfon in any tything or decennary w~s 

guilty of a crime, the borlholder was fummoned to anfwer 

for him; and if he were not willing to be furety for his 

appearance and his clearing himfelf, the criminal was 
committed to pr!fon, and there detained till his trial. H 
he fled, either before or after finding fureties, the bor

lholder and decennary became liable to enquiry, and were 

expofed to the penalties of law. 'rhirty-one days were 

allowed them for producing tlie cri~inal; and if that 

time elapfed without their being able to find him, tqe 

borCholder, with two other members of the decen~ary, 

was obliged to appear, and together with three chief 
members of the three neighbouring decennaries (making 

twelve in all) to fwear that his decennary was free from 
all privity both of the crime committed, and of the efcape 

of the criminal. If the borfuolder could not find fuch a 

nu~ber to aPtfwer for their innocence, the decennary was 

.C!Jmpelled by fine to make fa~isfaetion to the king, accord· 

~ng 
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ing to the degree of the offence r. By this infl:itution C H A P. 

every man was obliged from his own interefl: to keep a~ 
watchful eye over the conduCt: of his neighbours; and 
was in a manner furety for the behaviour of thofe who 
were placed under the divifion, to which he belonged : 
Whence thefe decennaries received the name of frank
pledges. 

SucH a regular difiribution of the people, witli fuch a. 
fhitl: confinement in their habitation, may not be necef
fary in times, when men are more enured to obedience 
and j ufiicc; and it might perhaps be regarded as defiruc
tive of liberty and commerce in a polilhed fiate; but it 
was well calculated to reduce that fierce and licentious 
people unuer the falutary refrraint ,of law and government. 
But Alfred took care to temper thcfe rigours by other in
ftitutions favourable to the freedom of the citizens; and 
nothing could be more popular and liberal than his plan 
for the adminifiration of jufiice. The borlholder fum
mon~d together his whole decennary to affifr him in decjd .. 
ing any lefler difference, which occurred among the mem .. 
hers of this fmall community. In affairs of greater 
moment, in appeals from the decennary, or in con ro~ 
verfies arifing between members of different decennaries, 
the caufe was brought before the hundred, which confifl:e<! 
of ten decennaries, or a hundred families of freemen, and 
which was regularly alfembled once in four weeks, for 
the deciding of caufes g. Their method of decifion de• 
ferves to be noted, as being the origin of juries; an infti
tution, admirable in itfelf, and the befi calculated for the 
prefervation of liberty and the adminilhation of jufiice, 
that ever was devifed by the wit of man. Twe1ve free
holders were chofen; who, having fworn, together with 
the hundreder or prefiding magifirate of that divi!ion, tQ· 

f Lege1 St, Edw. cap. ao. apt.~d Wilkim, p. 1o.z. 
ap. z. z Leg, Edw. 

adminifter 
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c H A P. adminifter impartial jufl:ice h, proceeded to the examina• 

~ tion of that caufe, which was fubmitted to their jurifdic .. 
tion. And befide thefe monthly meetings of the hundred, 

there was an annual meeting, appointed for a more general 
infp~B:ion of the police of the difiriB:; for th~ enquiry 

into crimes, the correB:ion of abufes in magifirates, and the 
obliging of every perfon to :Chew the decennary in which 
he was regifl:ered. The people, in imitation of their an

ceflors, the ancient Germans, affembled there in arms~ 
whence a hundred was fometimes called a wapen-take, 

and its court ferved both for the fupport of military difci

pline, and for the adminifiration of civil jufiice i, 
THE next fuperior court to that of the hundred was 

the county-court, which met twice a year, after l\1ichael

rnas and Eafler, and confifi:ed of the freeholders of the 

county, who poffeffed an equal vote in the decifion of 

caufes. The biiliop prefided in this court, together with 

the alderman; and the proper objeB: of the court was the 
receiving of appeals from the hundreds and decennaries, 
and the deciding of fuch controverfies as arofe between 
men of different hundreds. Formerly, the alderman pof
feffed both the civil and military authority; but Alfred, 
fen!ible that this conj uncrion of powers rendered the no
bility dangerous and independant, appointed :alfo a iheriff 
in each county; who enjoyed a co-ordinate authority with 

the former in the judicial funB:ion k. His office alfo im• 
powered him to guard the rights of the crown in the 

county, and to levy the fines impofed; which in that age 
formed no contemptible part of the public revenue. 

THERE lay an appeal, in default of jufiice, from aU 

thefe courts to the king himfelf in council ; and as the 
people, fenfible of the equity and great talents of Alfred, 
placed their chief confidence in him, he was foon over-

h F2dus Alfred, and Gothurn, apud Wilkins, cap. 3· p. 47• Leg. 
Ethelftani, cap.~. apud WilkiAs, p. sS• LL. Ethelr, § 4· Wilkins, P• 117• 

i Spellman in voce Wapentake, k lngulf. p. 870. 
whelmed 
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whelmed with appeals from all parts of England. ·He C R A P 
· h d' r h IJ. was indefatigable m t e 11patc of thefe caufes 1 ; but ~ 

finding that his time muft be entirely engroffed by this · 
branch of duty, he refolved to obviate the inconvenience~ 
by correcting the ignorance or corruption of the inferior 
magifirates, from which it arofe m. He took care to have 
his nobility inftructed in letters and the laws n : He choie 
the earls and ilieriffs from among the men moft celebrated 
for probity and knowledge: He punifhed feverely all mal-
verfation in office o : And he removed all the earls, whom 
he found unequal to the trufr P; allowing only fome of the 
more elderly to ferve by a deputy, till their death 1hould 
make room for more worthy fucceffors. 

THE better to guide the magifirates in the adminifira• 
tion of jufiice, Alfred framed a body of laws; which, 
though now loft, ferved long as the bafis of Englifh j urif
prudence, and is generally deemed the origin of what is 
denominated the COMMON LAw. He appointed regular 
meetings of the ftates of England twice a year in Lon
don q; a city which he himfelf had repaired and beautified 
and which he thus rendered the capital of the kingdom. 
The fimilarity of thefe infiitutions to the cufl:oms of the 
ancient Germans, to the practice of the other northern 
conquerors, and to the Saxon laws during the Heptarchy, 
prevents us from regarding Alfred as the foie author of 
this plan of government; and leads us rather to think, 
that, like a wife man, he contented himfelf with reform
ing, extending, and executing the infl:itutions, which he 
found previoufly effabliihed. But on the whole, fuch 
fuccefs attended his legiflation, that ev,ery thing bore fud
denly a new face in England : Robberies and iniquities of 
all kinds were repreffed by the puniihment or reformation 

1 Affer. p. 2.0. m Ibid. p. 18. u. Flor. Wigorn, p. 594• Ab· 
'bas Rieval. p 355• n Flor. Wigorn. p. S94· Bromt- ton, p. 814. 

0 Le Miroir de Jufiice,.chap . a, ~ .P A!f:r. r· ~o-. q Le 
.Miroir de jufiice~ 

of 
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C 11 A P. of the criminals r : And fo exaCt was the gerieral police., 

~that Alfred, it is faid, hung up, by way of bravado, 
golden bracelets near the highways; and no man dared to 
touch them s. Yet amidft thefe rigours of j uftice, this 
great prince preferved the moft facred regard to the liberty 

of his people ; and it is a memorable fentiment preferved 

in his will; t!lat it was j uft the Engli!h fhould for ever 

remain as free as their ovvn thoughts t. 
As good morals and knowledge are almo:ft infeparable1 

in every age, though not in every individual; the care of 

Alfred for the encouragement of learning among his fub
jech was another ufeful branch of his legifiation, and 

tended to reclaim the Engli!h from their former diffolute 

and ferdcious manners : But the King was guided in this 

purfuit, lefs by political views, than by his natural bent 

and propenfity tow2.rds letters. When he came to the 
throne, he found the nation funk into the groffeft igno

rance and barbarifm, proceeding from the continued dif- ~ 
orders in the government, and from the rav::tges of the 

Danes: The monafteries were deftroyed, the monks 

butchered or difperfed, their libraries burnt; and thus the 
only feats of erudition in thofe ages were totally fubverted. 

Alfred himfelf complains, that on his acceffion he knew 

not one perfon, fouth of the Thames, who could fo much 
as interpret the Latin fervice ; and very few in the nor
thern parts, who had reached even that pitch of erudition. 

But this prince invited over the moft celebrated fcho1ars 

from all parts of Europe ; he efiab1i!hcd fchools every 
where for the infiruCl:ion of his people ; he founded, at 

leaft repaired the univerfity of Oxford, and endowed it 

with many privileges, revenues and immunities; he en

joined by law all freeholders poffeffed of two hydes 
11 

of 

r lngulf, p. z7. s W. Malmef. lir. z. cap. 4· t AlTer. 
I'• 2.4- u A hyde contained land fuffic1ent to employ ooe plough, 

See H. Hunt. lib. 6. in A. D. 1008. Annal. W.nerl~ in A. D. JoS;. 

Gcrvafe of Tilbury fays i' commonly contained about 100 acres. 
land 
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hnd or more to fend their children to fchool for their in- C H A P. 

ftrutl:ion; he gave preferment both in church and fl:ate to~ 
fuch only as had made fome proficiency in knowledge: 
And by all thefe expedients he had the fatisfaction, before 
his death, to fee a great change in the face of affairs ; .. 
and in a v;ork of his, which is frill extant; he congratu. 
lates himfelf on the progrefs which learning, under his 
patronage, had already made in England. 

BuT the mofi: effectual expedient, emp1oyed by Alfred; 
for the encouragement of learning, was his own examp]ei 
a·nd the confrant affiduity, with which, notwithftanding 
the multiplicity and urgency of his affairs, he employed 
himfelf in the purfuits of knowledge. He ufually divided 
his time into three equal portions: One was employed in 
fle-ep, and the refetl:ion of his body by diet and exercife; 
another in the difpatch of bufinefs ; a third in fi:udy and 
devotion : And that he might more exacrly meafure the 
hours, he made ufe of burning tapers of equal length, 
which he fixed in ]an thorns w; an expedient fuiteu to that 
rude age, when the gedmetry of dialling and the mecha. 
nifm of clocks and watches were totally unknown. And 
by fuch a regular di!hibution of his time, though he often 
laboured under great bodily infirmities x, this martial 
hero, who fought in perfon fifty-fix battles by fea and 
land Y, w~s able; during a life of no extraordinary length, 
to acquire more knowledge, and even to compofe more 
book<:, than moft fi:udious men; though bleft with the 
greatefr leifure and application, have; in more fortunate 
ages, made the object of their uninterrupted indufrry. 

SENSIBLE, that the people, at all times; efpecially 
when their underfiandings are obftrueted by ignorance and 
bad education, are not much fufceptible of fpecul~tive in
firuction, Alfred endeavoured to convey his morality by 

W Affer. p. 20. W. Maim. lib. Z• cap. 4· Ingulf, p. S7o. 
X AlTer, p. 4• a, 13. 17. Y W. Maim. lib. 4• cap. 4· 

VoL. I. H apo1ogues1 
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C H A P. apologucs, par~bles, fiories, apophtheg:ns, couched in po

~ etry; and befides propagating among his fubjetl:s, former 
compofitions of that kind, which he found in the Saxon 
tono-uc"' he exercifed his o-enius in inventing works of a 

b ' 0 ....., 

like nature a, as well as in tranflating from the Greek the 

elegant fables of l:Efop. He alfo gave Saxon tranil:1tions 
of Orofius's and Bedc's hifl:ories; and of Boethius con· 

cerning the confolation of philo[ophy b. And he deemed 
it nowife derogatory from his other great characters of 
:{i vereign, legiflator, warrior, and politician, thus to lead 
the way to his people in the purfuits of literature. 

MEANWHILE, this prince was not negligent in en

couraging the vulgar an 1 mechanical arts, which have a 

more fenfible, though not a clofer connexion with the in

terefts of fociety. He invited, from all quarters, induf

trious foreigners to re-people his country, which had been 
dcfolated by the ravages of the Danes c. He introduced 
and encouraged manufaB:ures of all kinds; and no inven

tor or improver of any ingenious art did he fuffer to go 
unrewarded d. He prompted men of . activity to betake 

themfelves to navigation, to pufh commerce into the mofr 

remote countries, and to acquire riches by propagating 
indufiry among their fellow-citizens. He fet apart a 

fcventh portion of his own revenue for maintaining anum
ber of workmen, whom he confiantly employed in re
building the ruined cities, cafiles, palaces, and mona
fteries e. Even the elegancies of life were brought to him 

from the I\1editerranean and the Indies r ; and his fubjcch, 

by feeing thofe produetions of the peaceful arts, were 

taught to refpeB: the virtues of jufl:ice and indufl:ry, from 
which alone they could arife. Both living and dead, Al
fred was regarded, by foreigners, no lefs than by his own 

z Aifer. P• '3• a Spelman, p. 124. Abaf. Ri.eval. p. 355• 

b W. Maim. lib. z. cap. 4• Brompton, p. 814. c Aifer. p. 13• 

Flor. Wigorn. p. 588. d Affer. p. zo. c Ibid. W. Maim 

lib. 2. cap, 4• f W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 4• • 
fubjetls, 
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fu bjcB:s, as the greatefi: prince after Charlemagne that had C H A P• 

appeared in Europe during feveral ages, and as one of the~ 
wifefi: and befi: that had ever adorned the annals of any 
nation. 

ALFRED had, by his wife, Ethelfwitha, daughter of a 
Mcrcian earl, three fons and three daughters. The cl deft 
fon, Edmund, died without iffue, in his father's Lfetimc. 
The third, Ethelward, inherited his father's paffion for 
letters, and lived a private life. The fecond, Edward, 
fucceeded to his power; and paffes by the appellation of 
Edward the Elder, being the firfl: of that name who fat 
on the Englilh throne. 

E D \V A R D the Elder. 

HIS prince, who equalled his father in military gdt. 
talents, though inferior to him in knowledge and 

erudition g' found immediately, on his acceffion, a fpeci
men of that turbulent life, to which all princes, ard even 
all individuals were expofed, in an zge when men, lefs 

rcftrained by law or jufr.ce, and lefs occupied by indufrry, 
had no aliment for their inquietude, but wars, infur
retl:ions, convuHions, rapine, and depredation. Ethel
wald, his coufin-german> fon c;f king Ethelbcrt, the 
elder brother of Alfred, ir..fified on his preferable title b; 

and arming his partizans, took poffe:ffion of Win
burne, where he feemcd determined to defend him
felf to the laft extremity, and to await the iffue of his 
pretenfions i. But when the king approached the town 
with a great army, Ethelwald, having the profpeEt of 
certain defrruCtion, made his efcape, and fled i!rfr into 
Normandy, then~e into Northumberland; where he 
hoped, that the people, who had been recently fubdued 
by Alfred, and who were impatient of peace, would, on 

!!: \V. Malmef.l!b. ~.cap. 5· Hoveden, p. 41.1. h Chron. Sar, 
P• 991 Ioo, i lb!d. p. xco. H. Hunting. lib, S· p1 35'• 

H 2 the 
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C H A P. the intelligence of that great prince's death, feize the firfr 
~pretence or opportunity of rebellion. The event did not 

difappoint his expeCtations: The Northumbrians declared 
for him k; and Ethelwald, having thus conneB:ed his in
terefts with the D::mi!h tribes, \vent beyond fea, and col
letting a body of thefe free-booters, he excited the hopes 
of all thofe who had been accufromed to fubfifr by rapine 

and violence 1• The Eafr-Anglian Danes joined his party: 

The Five-burgers, who were feated in the heart of Mer
cia, began to put themfclves in motion ; and the Englifh 
found that they were again menaced with thofe convul
fions, from which the valour and policy of Alfred had fo 

lately refcued them. The rebels, headed by Ethelwald, 
made an incurfion into the counties of Glocefier, 
Oxford, and Wilts; and having exercifed their ravages 

in thefe places, they retired with their booty; before the 
king, who had affembled an army, was able to approach 

them. Edward, however, who was determined that his 
preparations fhould not be fruitlefs, conduCted his forces 
into Eafi-Anglia, and retaliated the injuries which the 
inhabitants had committed, by fpreading the like deva· 
ftation among them. Satiated with revenge, and loaded 
with booty, he gave orders to retire : But the authority 

of thofe ancient kings, which was feeble in peace, was not 

much better efiabli!hed in the field; and the Kentifh men, 
greedy of more fpoil, ventured, contrary to repeated or

ders, to fray behind him, and to take up their quarters in 
Bury. This difobediencc proved in the iffue fortunate to 
Edward. The Danes affaulted the Kcntifh men; but 

met with fo vigorous a refifiance, that, though they gained 

the field ofbattle, they bought that advantage by the lofs 
of their bravefi leaders, and among the refi, by that of 

k Chro". SaY. p. too. H. Hunt. lib. 5· p. 351.. 1 Chron. Sar. 

p. Ioo. Chron. Abb. St. Petri deBurgo, P• l4• 

Ethelwald, 
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Etbelwald, who periihed in the action m. The king, c H A P. 

freed from the fear of fo dangerous a competitor, made~ 
peace on advantageous terms with the Ealt-Angles n. 

IN order to refiore England to fuch a fl:ate of tranquil

lity as it was then capable of attaining, naught was want

ing but the fubjeB:ion of the Northumbrians, who, affifl:ed 

by the fcattered Danes in Mercia, continually infefted the 

bowels of the kingdom. EJward, in order to divert the 
force of thefe enemies, prepared a fleet to attack them by 
fea; hoping, that, when his !hips appeared on their coalt, 

th:::y mufi at leafi remain at home, and provide for their 

defence. But theN orthumbrians were Jefs anxious to fecure 

their own property than greedy to commit fpoil on their 

enemy; and concluding, that the chief ihength of the Eng

lifh was embarked on board the Beet, they thought the op
portunity favourable, and entered Edward's territories 
with all th~ir forces, The king, who was prepared againfi: 

th:s event, attacked them on their return at Tetenhall in 

the county of Stafford, put them to rout, recovered all 

the booty, and purfucd them with great flaughter into 

their own country. 
ALL the refi: of Edwarcl's reign ·was a fcene of conti

nued and fuccefsful aB:ion againfr lhe Northumbrians, 

the Eafi-Angles, the Five- burgers, and the foreign Danes, 

who invaded him from Normandy and Britanny. Nor was 

he lefs provident in putting his kingdom in a po!lure of 
defence, than vigorous in affauiting the enemy. He forti

fied the towns of Chefier, Edde!bury, \V arwic, Cher
bury, BL,lckingham, Towccfrer, Maldon, Huntingdon, 

and Colchefier. He fought two fignal battles, at Temf

ford and Maldon °. He vanquiilied Thurketiil, a great 
I)aniili chief, and obliged him t~ retire with his fol-

m Chron. Sax, p. JoT . Brompton, p. 83~. 
Brompton, F· Sp.. Math. Well. P· lgl, 

flor. Wigorn. p. 6o1. 

H3 

n Chron. Sax. p. 102. 

o C hron. Su. p. 108. 

lowers 
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c H A P. lowers into France in queft of fpoil and adventures. He 
11 ' ~ fubdued the Eaft Angles, and forced_ them ~o fwear alle .. 

giance to him: He expelled the two nval pnnces of Nor
thumberland, Reginald and Sidroc, and acquired, for 
the prefent, the dominion of that province: Several tribes 

of the Britons were fubjeCl:ed by him; and even the Scots, 

who, during the reign of Egbert, had, under the conduB: 

of Kenneth, their king, encreafed their power, by the final 

fubjetl:ion of the Picl:s, were neverthelefs obliged to give 
him marks of fubmiffion P. In all thefe fortunate atchieve

ments he was affifrcd by the activity and prudence of his 
fifier Ethelfleda, who was widow of Ethclbert, earl of 

Mercia, and who, after her huiliand's death, retained the 

government of that province. This princefs, who had 

been reduced to extremity in child-bed, refufed afterwards 

all commerce with her huiband; not fro~ any weak fu

perftition, as was common in that age-, but bccaufe ihe 
deemed all domefric occupations unworthy of her mafcu

line and ambitious fpirit q. She died before her brother~ 
and Edward, during the remainder of his reign, took 

upon himfelf the immediate government of Mercia, which 
before had been entruficd to the authority of a governor r. 

The Saxon Chronicle fixes the death of this prince in 
925 s : His kingdom devolved to Athelfian, his natural 

fon. 

AT HE L S TA N. 

- ftS, HE fiain in this prince's birth was not, in thofe 
tim~s, deemed fo confiderable as to exclude him 

from the throne; and Athelfian, being of an age, as well 
as of a capacity, fitted for government, obtained the pre· 
ference to Edward's younger children who thouo-h legi-

. ..... , ' 0 

P Chron. Salt. p. 110, Hovecien, p. 421, 
p1p. 5r Math, Weft. p 182. Ingulf, p. 2.8. 

1 Chron, Sax. p, uo, Brompton~ p, 831! 

q W. r..r~lmef. lib!~· 
Higden, p. ~6r. 

s Pa~e JJo. 

timate, 
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timate, were of too tender years to rule a nation fo much C H A P. u. 
expofed both to foreign invafion and to domefiic convul-~ 
fions. Some difcontents, however, prev:1iled on his ac-

ceffion; and Alfred, a nobleman of confidcrable po\ver, 
wai thence encouraged to enter into a confpiracy againft 
him. This incident is related by hifiorians with circum-
ftances, which the reader, according to the degree of 
credit he is difpofed to give them, may impute either to 
the invention of monks, who forged them, or to their 
artifice, who found means of making them real. Alfred, 
it is faid, being feizcd upon fhong fufpicions, but with-
out any certain proof, firm] y 2cnicd the confpiracy im-
puted to him; and in order to j ufrify himfelf, he offered 
to fwear to his innocence before the pope, whofe perfon, 
it was fuppofcd, contained fuch fuperior fanaity, that no 
one could prefume to give a falfc oath in his prefence, and 
yet hope to efcape the immediate vengeance of heaven. 
The king accepted of the condition, and Alfred was con-
duCl:ed to Rome; where, either confcious of his innocence, 
or negleB:ing the fuperfiition, to which he appealed, he 
ventured to make the oath required of him, before John, 
who then filled the papal chair. But no fooner had he 
pronounced the fatal words, than he fell into convulfions, 
of which, three days after, he expired. The king~ as if 
the guilt of the confpirato: were now fully afcertained, 
confiicated his efrate, and made a prefcnt of it to the mo-
naftery of Malmcfbur; t; fccurc that no doubts would 
ever thenceforth be entertained conceming th~ j ufi:ice of 

his proceedings. 
THE dominion of Athelfian was no fooncr e!hbliihed 

over his Englilh fubjeB:s, than he endeavcur~d to give fe
curity to the government, by providing againfl: the in
furretl:ions of the Danes, which had crcateJ fo much 
diHurbance to his predeceflors. He marched into North· 

t W. Malmef. lib. ~. cap. 6. Spell. Cone. 1>• 407. 

H 4 umberland ; 
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c H A P. umberland; and finding, that the inhabitants bore with 

~impatience the Engl"!h !oke, he thought i~ pruden_t to 
confer on Sithric, a Dam!h nobleman, the t1tle of Kmg, 

' 

/ 

and to attach him to his interefts, by giving him his 
fifrcr, Editha, in marriage. But this policy proved by 

accident the fource of dangerous confeq uences. Sithric 

died in a twelvemonth after; and his two fons oy a for

mer marriage, Anlaf and Godfrid, founding pretenfions 

on their father's elevation, affumed the fovereignty, with

out waiting for Athelfran's confent. They were foon ex

pelled by the power of that monar _·h; and the former 

took !helter in Ireland, as the latter did in Scotland; 

where he received, during fome time, proteCtion from 

Confrautine, who then enjoyed the crown of that king
dom. The Scotti!h prince~ however, continually folicit

ed, a.qJ even menaced, by Athelfian, at lafr promifed to 

deliver up his guefr; but fecretly detefring thi's treachery, 

he gave Godfrid warning to make his efcape u; and that 

fugitive, after fubfill:ing by pyracy for fome years, freed 

the king, by his death, from any farther anxiety. Athel
ftan, refenting Confrantine's behaviour, entered Scotland 

with an a~my; and ravagi11g the country with impunityw, 

he reduced the Scots to fuch difl:refs, that ~heir king was 

content to preferve hi~ crown, by making fubmiil).ons ~o 

~he enemy. The Englifh hifiorians af1ert x, that Co!1-

flantine did homage to A thelfran for his kingdom; and 

they add, ~hat the latter prince, being urged by his cour

tiers to pufh the prefent favourable opportunity, and e~

tirely fubdue Scotland, replied, that it was more glorious 
to confer than conquer kingdoms Y. But thofe annals, fo 

~ncertain and imperfeB: ~n themfel ves, lofe all credit, 

when 11ational prepoffcffions and animofities have place: 

And P~l that account, the Scotch hifi:orians, who, with· 

· W, Malmef. lib. 2.. cap. 6. v; Cbron. Sax. p. 1 n. Hoveden1 

r~ 41.2. H. Hunting. lib. 5· P· 354· X Hoveden, P· 4Uo . 

Y W. ~.~~.mef. lib, z: cap. 6, An~Jia ?.ilcra, vol. 1. p. :u~. 
' . ,.. 

out 



AT HE L S TA N. IOS 

P.Ut having any more knowledge of the matter, ftrenu- c H A P. 

oufly deny the fact, feem more worthy of belief. ~ 
CoNSTANTINE, whether he owed the retaining of his 

crown to the moderation of Athelfi:an, who was unwil
ling to employ all his advantages againfi him, or to the 
policy of that prince, who efieemcd the humiliation of an • 
enemy a greater acq uifition than the f u bjeCl:ion of a cl if
contented and mutinous people, thought the behaviour of 
the Engliili monarch more an object of refentment than 
of gratitude. He entered into a confederacy with Anlaf, 
who had collected a great body of Danilh pyrates, whom 
he found hovering in the lrilh feas; and with fome We1lh 
princes, who were terrified at the growing power of A
the]fian: And all thefe allies made by concert an irrup
tion with a great army into England. Athelfian, col
leCiing his forces, met the enemy near Brun!bury in 
Northumberland, and defeated them in a general engage
ment. This victory was chiefly afcribed to the valour of 
Turketul, the Engliih chancellor: For in thofe turbulent 
ages, no one was fo much occupied in civil employment!:, 
as wholly to lay afide the military charaCl:er ~. 

THERE is a circumfiance, not unworthy of notice, 
which hifiorians relate with regard to the tranfaCl:ions of 
this war. Anlaf, on the approach of the Englilh army, 
thought, that he could not venture too much to enfure a 
fortunate event; and employing the artifice formerly prac
tifed by Alfred againfi the Danes, he entered the enemy's 
camp in the habit of a minfrrel. The ftratagem was for 
the prefent attended with like fucccfs. He gave fuch fa
tisfaction to the foldiers, who flocked about him, that 
~hey introduced him to the king's tent; and Anlaf, hav
ing played before that prince and his nobles during their 
repa'fi, was difmilfed with a handfome reward. His pru-

:;;: The office of chancellor among the Anglo-Saxons refembled more that 
of a fenetary of ftate, than that of our pn:fent chancellor, See Spelman in 
~o~:e ·c~nL·e;tarius. 

dence 
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C H A P. dencc kept him from refufing the prefent; but his pride 

~determined him, on his departure, to bury it, while he 

fancied that he was unefpied by all the world. But a 
foldier in Athelfian's camp, who had formerly ferved 

under Anlaf, had been firuck with fome fufpicion on the 

firfi: appearance of the minfirel; and was engaged by cu

riofity to obferve all his motions. He regarded this laft 
action as a full proof of Anlaf's difguife; and he imme

diately carried the intelligence to Athelfian, who blamed 
him for not fooner giving him information, that he might 

have feized his enemy. But the foldier told him, that, 

as he had formerly fworn fealty to Anlaf, he could never 
have pardoned himfelf the treachery of betraying and 

ruining his ancient mafier ; and that Athelfi:an himfelf, 
after fuch an infiance of his criminal conduCt, would 
have had equal rea[on to difirufi his allegiance. Athel

fian, having praifed the generofity of the foldicr's prin

c~ples., .reflected on the incident, which he forefaw might 
be attended with important coniequcnccs. He p=•mvved 

his fiation in the camp; and as a biiliop arrived that 

evening with a reinforcement of troops, (for the ecclefi

afiics were then no lefs warlike than the civil magifrrates) 

he occupied with his train that very place which h.ad been 

left vacant by the king's removal. The precaution of 

Athelfrz.n was found prudent: For no fooner had dark

nefs fallen, than Anlaf broke into the cam_p, and 

hafiening directly to the place where he had left the 

king's tent, put the bifhop to death, before he had time 

to prepare for his defence a. 

THERE fell fevcral Daniili and Welfh princes in the 

action of Brun!hury b; and Conftantine and Anlaf m~de 
their e[cape with difficulty, leaving the greater part of 
their army on · the field of battle. After this fuccefs, 

a W. Malrnef. lib. 1.. cap. 6. Hi:den1 p. 265, 

P• 839• lngulf, p. 2.9• 

.J. 

b Brompton, 
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AtheHlan enjoyed his crown in tranquillity; and he is c H A P. 

regarded as one of the ablefr and mofl: active of thofe an-~ 
cient princes. He paffed a remarkable law, which was 
calculated for the encouragement of commerce, and which 
it required fome liberality of mind, in that age, to have 
devifed: That a merchant, who had made th~ee long [ea-
voyages on his own account, lhould be admitt~d to the 
rank of a thane or gentleman. This prince died at Glo-
cefl:er in the year 941 c~ after a reign of fix teen years; and 
was fucceeded by Edmund, his legitimate brother. 

E D M U N D. 

1':' D MU N D, on his acceffion, met with difiurbance 
~ from the refi-lefs Northurnbrians, who lay in wait 
for every opportunity of breaking into rebellion. But 
marching fuddenly with his forces into their country, h,_, 
fo overawed the rebels, that they endeavoured to appeafe 
him by the mofi humble fubmiffions d. In order to give 
him the furer pledge of their obedience, they offered to 
embrace Chrifiianity; a religion which t1le Englifh D mes 
had frequently profeifed, when reduced t0 diffic~!ties, but 

which, for that very reafon, they regarded as a badge of 
fervitude, and fhook off as foon as a favourable opportu
nity offered. Edmund, trufl:ing little to their ifincerity in 
this forced fubmiffion, ufed the precaution of removing 
the Five- burgers from the towns of Mercia, in which they 
had been allowed to fettle; becaufe it was always found, 
that they took advantage of every commotion, and intro
duced the rebellious or foreign Danes into the heart of 
the kingdom. He alfo conquered Cumberland from the 
Britons; and conferred that territory on 11alcolm king of 
Scotland, on condition that he fhoulJ do him homaae for 

0 

e Chroo. !ax. p. u4. 

l'· ss7· 
d W. Malmef. lib.~. clp. 7• Brompton, 

it, 
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c H A P. it, and protetl: the north from all future incurfions of the 
H. 

'---y--' Danes. 
EnMUND was young when he came to the crown; 

yet was his reign fhort, as his death was violent. One 

day, as he was folemnizing a fcftival in the county of 

Glocei1er, he remarked, that Leolf, a notorious robber, 

whom he had fentenced to banifhment, had yet the bold

nefs to enter the hall where he himfelf dined, and to fit 
at table with his attendants. Enraged at this infolence, 

he ordered him to leave the room; but on his refufing to 

obey, the king, whofe temper, naturally choleric, was 

inflamed by this additional infult, leaped oq him himfelf, 

and feized him by the hair : But the ruffian, pu!hed to 

extremity, drew his dagger, and gave Eclmund a wound, 
of which he immediate} y expired. This event happened 
in the year 946, and in the fixth year of the king's reign! 

Edmund left male-iffue, but fo young, that they were 

incapable of governing the kingdom; a11d his brother, 

l£dred, W~i promoteq to the throne. 

E D R E D. 

T
HE reign of this prince, as thofe of his prede· 

ccflors, was difi:urbed by the rebellions . and incur· 

lions of the Northumbrian Danes, who, though fre

quently quelled, were never entirely fubdued, nor haq 
ever paid a fincerc allegiance to the crown of England, 

The acceffion of a new king feemed to them a favour· 

able opportunity for fhaking off the yoke; but on Ed
red's appearance with an army, they made him their 

wonted fubmiffions; and the king, having wafted th~ 
country with fire and fword, as a punifhment of their 

rebellion, obliged them to renew their oaths of allegiance 1 

and he ftraight retired with his forces. The obedience 

of tl~e Danes Iafled no longer than the prefent terror. 
Frovoked 
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Provoked at the devafb.tions of Edred, and even reduced c H
1 

A P. 
I. 

by necdlity to fubfi£1: on plunder, they broke into a new '"-.r--' 
rebellion, and were again fubdued: But the king, now 
infi:ructed by experience, took greater precautions againfl: 
their future revolt. He fixed Engli{h garrifons in their 
moil: confiderable towns ; and placed over them an Eng • 
lifh governor, who might watch all their motions, and 
fupprefs any infurrcction on its fidl: appearance. He ob-
liged alfo l\1a1colm, king of Scotland, to renew his ho-
mage for the lands which he held in England. 

EnRED, though not unw:ulike, nor unfit for active 
life, lay under the inRuence of the loweil: fuperfiition, and 
had blindly delivered over his confcience to the guidance 
of Dunfran, commonly called St. Dunfi:an, abbot of 
Glafi:cnbury, whom he advanced to the higheil: offices, 
and who covered, under the appearance of fanctity, the 
mofl: violent and mofr infolent ambition. Taking advan
tage of the implicit confidence repofed in him by the king, 
this churchman imported into England a new order of 
monks, who much changed the frate of ecclefiafrical afFairs, 
and excited, on their firfl: efiablifhment, the mofi: violent 
commotions. 

FRoM the introduCtion of Chrifi:ianity among the Sax
ons, there had been monafleries in .England; and thefe efi:a
blifhments had extremely multiplied, by the donations of 
the princes and nobles; whofe fuperfl:ition, derived from 
their ignorance and precarious life, and encrcafed by re
morfes for the crimes into which they were fo frequently 
betrayed, knew no other expedient for appealing the 
Deity than a profufe liberality towards the ecclefiafiics. 
But the monks had hitherto been a fpecics of fccular 
priefis, who lived after the manner of the prcfent canons 
or prebendaries, ann were both intermitigled, in fome 
degree, with the world, and endeavoured to render thcm
felves ufeful to it. They were employed in the education 

of 
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C ft A P. of youth e : They had the difpofal of their own time and 

~ indufhy: They were not fubjeCl:ed to the rigid rules of 
an order : They had made no vows of implicit obedience 

to their fuperiors f: And they frill retained the choice, 
without quitting the convent, either of a married or a 

fingle life g. But a mifiaken piety had produced in 

ltaly a new fpecies of monks, called BenediCtines ; who, 
canying farther the plaufible principles of mortification, 

fecluded thcmfelves entirely from the world, renounced 

all claim to liberty, and made a merit of the mofi invio

lable chafiity. Thefe praCtices and principles, which 
fuperfi:ition at fidl: engendered, were greedily embraced 

and promoted by the policy of the court of Rome. The 

Roman pontiff, who was making every day great advances 
towards an abfolute fovereignty over the ecclefiafiics, per
ceived, that the celibacy of the clergy alone could break 

off entirely their connexion with the civil power, and 

depriving them of every other object of ambition, engage 
them to promote, with unceafing indufiry, the grandeur 
of their own order. He was fenfible, that, fo long as the 

monks were indulged in marriage, and were permitted to rear 

families, they never could be fubjeCl:ed tofiriet difcipline, or 

reduced to that flavery under their fuperiors, which was 

requifite to procure to the t . .landates, iffucd from Rome, a 
ready and zealous obedience. Celibacy, therefore, began 
to be extolled, as the indifpenfible duty of priefis ; and 
the pope undertook to make all the clergy throughout the 
wefiern world renounce at once the privilege of marriage: 

A fortunate policy, but at the fame time an undertaking the 

moft difficult of any, fince he had the fl:rongefi propenfi

ties of human nature to encounter, and found, that the 
fame connexions with the female fex, which generally 

e Olherne in Anglia Sacra, tom. 2.· P• g:t. f Olberne, p. gx. 
g See Wharton's notes to Anglia Sacra, tom, %.• p. 91. Gervafe, P• 1645• 

Chron, Wint. MS,. apud Spell, Cone. P• 431• 
encourage 
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encourage devotion, were here unfavourable to the fuc- c H A P. 

cefs of his project. It is no wonder, therefore, that this~ 
mafter-fl:roke of art fhould have met with violent contra-
cliC'cion, and that the interefis of the hierarchy, and the 
inclinations of the pricfts, being now placed in this fingu-
lar oppofition, !hould, notwithfianding the continued 
efforts of Rome, have retarded the execution of that bold 
fcheme, during the courfe of near three centuries. 

As the bilhops and parochial clergy lived apart with 
their families, and were more connected with the world, 
the hopes of fuccefs with them were fainter, and the pre ... 
tence for making them renounce marriage was much lefs 
plaufible. But the pope, having cafi his eye on the monks 
as the bafis of his authority, was determined to reduce 
them under firiB: rules of oBedience, to procure them the 
credit of fantl:ity by an :1ppearance of the m off: rigid m or .. 
tification, and to break off all their other tyes which 
might interfere with his fpiritual policy. Under pre
tence, therefore, of reforming abufes, which were, in 
fome degree, unavoidable in the ancient efiablifhments, 
he had already fpread over the fouthern countries of Europe 
the fevere laws of the monafiic life, and began to form 
attempts towa:rds a like innovation in England. The 
favourable opportunity offered itfelf (and it was greedily 
feized) arifing from the weak fuperfiition of Edred, and 
the violent impetuous character of Dunfian. 

DuNST AN was born of noble parents in the wcfl: of 
England ; and being educated under his uncle, Aldhelm, 
then Archbifuop of Canterbury, had hetaken himfelf to 
the eccleftafi:icallife, and had acquired fomc character in 
the court of Edmund. He was, however, reprefented to 
that prince as a man of licentious manners h; and find
ing his fortune blafied by thefc fufpicions, his ardent am .. 

bition 
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c H A 1'. bition prompted him to repair his indifcretions, ~y .run..o 
~ ning into an oppofite extreme. He fecluded himfelf en. 

tirel y from the world ; he framed a cell fo fmall that he 
could neither ftand ere8: in it, nor ftretch out his limbs 

during his repofe; and he here employed himfelf perpe· 
tually either in devotion or in manual labour 1

• It is 
probable, that his brain became gradually crazed by thefe 

folitary occupations, and that his head was filled with chime
ras, which, being believed by hirnfelf and his ftupid votaries, 
procured him the general charaB:er of fanB:ity among the 

people. He fancied, that the devil, among the frequent 

vifits, which he paid him, was one day more earne-R: thari 

ufual in his temptations; till Dunftan, provoked at his 

importunity, feized him by the nofe with a pair of red 

hot pincers, as he put his head into the cell; and he 

held him there, till that malignant fpirit made the whole 

neighbourhood refound with h}s be lowings. This no·

table exploit was ferioufly credited and extolled by the 

public; it is tranfrnitted to pofterity by one who, con-

1idering the age in which he lived, may pafs for a writer 
of fome elegance le; and it infured to Dunfian, a repu· 
tation, which no real piety, much lefs virtue, could, even 
in the mofl: enlightehed period, have ever procured him 

with the people. 
SuPPORTED by the charaEl:er obtained in his retreat, 

Dunflan appeared again in the world ; and gained fuch 

an afcendant over Edred, who had fucceeded to the crown, 
as made him, not only the direCl:or of that prince's con
fcience, but his counfellor in the moft momentous affairs 
of government. He was placed at the head of the trea
fury 1, and being thus poifefTed both of power at court) 
and of credit with the populace, he was enabled to at
tempt with fuccefs the moft arduous enterprizes. Findo~ 

i O£berae, p. 96. k Oiherne1 p. 97• 1 O!beue, p. IO:t• 

Walllngford1 p. 541. 
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ing, that his advancement had been owing to the opi- C H A P. 

l1i~n of his aufl:erity, he profdfed himfelf a partizan of~ 
the rigid monafl:ic rules; and after introducing that re
formation into the convents of Glafl:enbury and Abing-
don, he endeavoured to render it univerfal in the king-
dom. 

THE minds of men were already well prepared for 
this innovation. The praifes of an inviolable chafl:ity had 
been carried to the highefl: extravagance by fome of the 
.firfl: preachers of Chrifl:ianity among the Saxons: The 
pleafures of love had been reprefented as incompatible 
with Chrifl:ian perfection : And a total abfl:inence from 
all commerce with the fex was deemed fuc~a meritorious 
pennance, as was fufflcient to atone for the greatefl: enor
mities. The confequence feemed natura], that thofe at 
leafr who officiated at the altar fhould be clear of this 
pollution ; and when the doctrine of tranfubftantiation, 
which was now creeping in m, was once fully efrablilhed, 
the reverence to the real body of Chrifr in the eucharifl: 
befl:owed on this argument an additional force and in
fluence. The monks knew how to avail themfelves of 
all thefe popular topics, and to fet off their own charac
ter to the befl: advantage. They affected the greateft 
aufl:erity of life and manners : They indulged themfelves 
in the highefl: fl:rains of devotion : They inveighed bit
terly againfl: the vices and pretended luxury of the age: 
They were particularly vehement againfr the diffolute 
lives of the fecular clergy, their rivals: Every infiance 
of libertinifm in any individual of that order was repre
fented as a general corruption : And where other topics 
of defamation were wanting, their marriage became a 
fure fubject of inveB:i ve, and their wives received the 
name of concubine, or other more opprobrious appelbtion. 

m Spell, Cone, vol. J. p. 4 5 z. 

VoL. I. I The 



HI S T 0 R Y 0 F EN G L AN D. 

c H ,A P. The fccular clergy, on the other hand, ·.vho were nume
~ rous, and rich, and poffeffed of the eccleJiaftical dignities, 

defended themfelves with vigour, and endeavoured to re

taliate upon their adverfaries. The people were thrown 

into agitation; and few infiances occur of more violent 

diffentions, excited by the moft mater.al differences in 
religion; or rather by the moft frivolcus : Since it is a 
juft remark, that the more affinity there is between theo

logical parties, the greater commonly is their animofity. 
THE progrefs of the monks, which was become con

fiderable, was fomewhat retarded by the death of Edred, 
their partizan, who expired after a reigll of nine years n. 

He left children; but as they were infants, his nephew, 

Edwy, fon of Edmund, was placed on the throne. 

E D vV Y. 

E 
D W Y, at the time of his acceffion, was not above 
fixteen or feventeen years of age, was poffeffed of 

the moft amiable figure, and was even endowed, accord

ing to authentic accounts, with the moft promifing vir
tues 0 • He would have been the favourite of his people, 
had he not unhappily, at the comrrencement of his 
reign, been engaged in a controverfy with the monks, 

. whofe rage neither the graces of the body nor virtues of 
the mind could mitigate, and who have purfued his me

mory with the fame unrelenting vengt=ance, which they 
cxercifed againfr his perfon and dignity during his fuort 
and unfortunate reign. There was a beautiful princefs 
of the royal blood, called Elgiva, who had made impref
fion on the tender heart of Edwy ; ano as he was of an 
age, when the force of the paffions firfc begins to be felt, 
he had ventured., contrary to the ad\ice of his graveft 

n Chron. Sax. p. 115. , 

t 

0 H. Huntbg.lib. 5• P• 356. 
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tounfellors, and the remonfirances of the more dignified c H A P. 

ecclefiafrics P, to efpoufe her; though fhe was within t h e~ 
degrees of affinity prohibited by the canon-bw q. As 
the aufrerity, affected by the monks, made them particu-
larly violent on this occafion, Edwy entertained a ftrong 
prepoffeffion againfi them; and feemed on that account 
determined not to fecond their project, of expelling the 
feculars from all the convents, and v' pofleffing them-
felves of thofe rich dhblifhmen ts. \ Var was there-
fore declared between the king and the me· 1-s ; and 
the former foon found reafon to repent his pi e' ok ing 
fuch dangerous enemies. On the day of his coronation , 
his nobility were affem bled in a great hall, and were in-
dulging themfelves in that riot and diford er, which, from 
the exam pie of their German ancefrors., had become ha ... 
bitual to the Engliih r ; when Edwy, attracted by fofter 
pleafures, retired into the ~1een's apartment, and in that 
privacy, gave reins to his fondnefs towards his wife, 
which was only moderately checked by the prefcnce of 
her mother. Dunfran conjectured the reafon of the king's 
retreat; and carrying along with him, Odo, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, over whom he had gained an abfolute 
afcendant, he budl: into the apartment, upbraided Edwy 
with his lafcivioufnefs, probably befrowed on the queen 
the mofi opprobrious epithet that can be applied to he~ 
fex, and tearing him from her arms, pufhed him bade; 
in a difgraceful manner, into the banquet of the noblcs s~ 

Edwy, though young and oppofed by the prejudices of 
the people, found an opportunity of t aking revenge for 
this public infult. He quefi:ioned Dunftan concerning 
the adminifiration of the treafury during the reign of his 
predeceflor t ; and when that minifier refufed to give any 

P W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 7• q Ibid. r Wallingford, 
P• 542.. s W, Maln:ef. lib. 2. cap. 7· O.!berne, p. 83. IOS· 
M. Weft, p. 195, 196, · t Wallin&ford, p. Sf%• Alur. Beverl. 
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c H A P. account of money, expended, as he affirmed, by order~ 
~of the late king, he accufed him of malvcrfation rn his 

office, and banifhed him the kingdom. But Dun:fhn's 

cabal was not unaB:ive during his abfence : They filled 
the public with high panegyrics on his fanB:ity: They 
exclaimed againfi the impiety of the king and queen : 
And having poifoned the minds of the people by thefe 

declamations, they proceeded to frill more outrageous aCl:s 

of violence againfi: the royal authority. Archbiihop Odo 

fent into the palace a party of foldiers, who feized the 

queen; and having burned her face with a red hot iron 
in order to defi:roy that fatal beauty, which had fcduced 
Edwy, they carried her by force into Ireland, there to 

remain in perpetual exile u. Edwy, finding it in vain to 
refifr, was obliged to confent to his divorce, which was 
pronounced by Odo w ; and a catafrrophe, frill more dif

mal, awaited the unhappy Elgiva. That amiable prin

cefs, being cured of her wounds, and having even ob

literated the fears, with which Odo had hoped to deface 
her beauty, returned into England, and was flying to the 
embraces of the king, whom ihe frill regarded as her 
hu!band ; when ihe fell into the hands of a party, whom 
the primate had fent to intercept her. Nothing but her 

death could now give fecurity to Odo and the monks; 
and the mofi cruel death was req ui:fite to fatiate their 

vengeance. She was hamfrringed; and expired a few 
days after at Glocefier in the mofi acute torments x. 

THE Englilh, blinded with fuperfiition, infiead of be

ing iliocked with this inhumanity, exclaimed that the 

misfortunes of Edwy and his confort were ajuftjudgment 
for their diifolute contempt of the ecclefiaftical fratutes. 
They even proceeded to rebellion againfr their fovereign; 
and having placed Edgar at their head, the younger 

• Ofberne, p. 84. Gervafe, p. 1644. w J{oveden, p. 47.5• 

x Olberne, p. 84. Gervafe, P• 16451 1646. 
brother 
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br-other of Edwy, a boy of thirteen years of age, they c H A P. 

foon put him in poifeffion of Mercia, Northumberland,~ 
Eaft-Anglia; and chaced Edwy into the fouthern coun-
ties. That it might not be doubtful at whofe infiiga-
tion this revolt was undertaken; Dunfian returned into 
England, and took upon him the government of Edgar 
and his party. He was firfi infialled in the fee of Wor-
cefter, then in that of London Y, and, on Odo's death, 
and the violent expulfion of Brithelm, his fucceffor, in 
that of Canterbury z; of all which he long kept poffeffion. 
Odo is tranfmitted to us by the monks under the charac-
ter of a man of piety: Dunfian was even canonized ; 
and is one of thofe numerous faints of the fame ftamp 
who difgrace the Romilh calendar. Meanwhile the un-
happy Edwy was excommunicated a, and purfued with 
unrelenting vengeance; but his death, which happened 
foon after, freed his enemies from all farther inquietude, 
and gave Edgar peaceable poifeffion of the government *• 

E D G A R. 

T HIS prince, who mounted the throne in fuch early 
youth, foon difcovcred an excellent capacity in the 

adminiftration of affairs; and his reign is one of the 
mofl fortunate that we meet with in the ancient Englilh 
hifiory. He lhowcd no avedion to war; he made the 
wifefl: preparations againft invaders: And by this vigour 
and forefight, he was enabled, without any danger of 
fuffering infults, to indulge his inclination towards peace, 
and to employ himfelf in fupporting and improving the 
internal government of his kingdom. He maintained a 
body of difciplined troops; which he quartered in the 

Y Chron. Sax, p. 117. Flor. Wigorn. p. 6os. Wallingford, p. ~44· 
z Hovedcn, p. 42s. OfGerne, p. 109. a Brompton, p. 863. 

See note [ B J at the end of the vplume. 
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C H A P. north, in order to keep the mutinous Northumbrians in 

~ fubjeCl:ion, and to repel the inroads of the Scots. He 
built and fupported a powerful navy b; and that he might 
retain the feamen in the praB.ice of their duty, and al
ways prefent a formidable armametlt to his enemies, he 
fiationed three fq uadrons off the coa£1:, and ordered 
them to make, from time to time, the circuit of his do
minions*· The foreign Danes dared not to approach a 

country which appeared in fuch a pofture of defence: 
The domefric Danes faw it cvitablc defrruCtion to be the 

confequence of their tumults and infurreCl:ions : The 
neighbouriug fovcrcigns, the king of Scotland, the prin
ces of \Vales, of the Hle of Man, of the Orkneys and 
even of Ireland c, were reduced to pay fubmiffion to fo 
formidable a mon~rch. He carried his fuperiority to a 
great height, and -might have excited an univerfal com
bination againfi: him, had not his power been fo well 
efl:ablilhed, as to de-prive his enemies of all hopes of fhak
ing it. It is faid, that, refiding once at Chefier, and 

having purpofed to go by water to the abbey of St. John 
the Baptifl:, he obliged eight of his tributary princes to 

:row him in a barge upon the Dce ct. The Englifh hif

torians are fond of mentioning the name of Ke.nneth HI. 
king of Scots among the number : The Scottifh hifio-
·ians either deny the faCt, or aflcrt, that their king, if 
ever he acknowledged himfclf a vaffal to Edgar, did hiq-1 
homage, not for his crown, but for the dominions which 

pe held in England. 
BuT the chief means, by which Edgar maintained his 

authority, and preferved public peace, was the paying of 

,:::ourt to Dunfian and the monks, who had at firfi place~ 
him on the throne, and who, by their pretenfions to fu

perior fanCtity a~~ purity of manners, had acquired aq 

h Iiigilen, p. 265. • See note (C] at the end of the volume. 

c Spell. Cone, p. 432• d W, Malmef. lib _ ~. cap. 8, Rove-

d;!:, p. to§• H. Hunting: lib. 5· p. ~5~· 
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afcendant over the people. He favoured their fcheme for c H A P. 

difpoffeffing the fecular canons of all the monafieries e ; ~ 
he beftowed preferment on none but their partizans; he 
allowed Dunfhn to refign the fee of Worcefier into the 
hands of Ofwald, one of his creatures r, and to place Ethel-
wo1d, another of them, in that of Winchefter g; he con-
fulted thefe prelates in the adminifiration of all ecclefiafti-
cal, and even in that of many civil affairs; and though the 
vigour of his own genius prevented him from being impli-
citly guided by them, the king and the biiliops found 
fuch advantages in their mutual agreement, that they 
always atl:ed in concert, and united their in.Ruence in pre-
ferving the peace and tranquillity of the kingdom. 

IN order to compleat the great work of placing the new 
order of monks in all the convents, Edgar fummoned £ 

general council of the prelates and the heads of the reli
gious orders. He here inveighed againfi the diffolute lives 
of the fecular clergy; the fmallnefs of their tonfure, 
which, it is probable, maintained no longer any refem
blance to the crown of thorns; their negligence in attend
ing the exercife of their funtlion; their mixing with the 
laity in the pleafures of gaming, hunting, dancing, and 
finging; and their openly living with concubines, by 
which it is commonly fuppofed he meant their wives. 
He then turned himfelf to Dunftan the primate; and in 
the name of king Edred, whom he fuppofed to look down 
from heaven with indignation againfi all thofe enormities, 
he thus addreffed him. " It is you, Dunflan, by whofe 
" advice I founded monail:eries, built churches, and ex
" pended my treafure in the fupport of religion and reli
" gious houfes. You were my counfellor and affifiant in 
" all my fchemes : You were the diretl:or of my con-

c Chron. Sax. p. II7, II8. \V. Malmef. lib. 2.. cap. 8. Hoveden, 
p. 42.5, 416. Oiber~e, p. J n. f W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. S. 
Hoved en, r· 42-5- g Gervafe, p. 1646. Brompton, p. 864. Flor. 
Wigorn . p. 6o6 . Chron, Ahb. St. Petri de Burf;o, p. z7, :r.8. 
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c H A P." fcience: To you I was obedient in all things. When 

~" did you call for fupplies, which I refufed you? Was 
" my affifi:ance ever wanting to the poor? Did I deny 

" fupport and efi:ablifhments to the clergy and the con

" vents? Did I not hearken to your infiruetions, who 
" told me, that thefe charities were, of all others, the 
" mofi: grateful to my Maker, and fixed a perpetual fund 

" for the fupport of religion ? And are all our pious 

" endeavours now frufi:rated by the diifolute lives of the 

" priefi:s ? Not that I throw any blame on you : You 

~' have reafoned, befought, inculcated, inveighed: But 

" it now behoves you to ufe £harper and more vigorous 

" remedies; and conjoining your fpiritual authority with 

" the civil power, to purge effectually the temple of God 

" from thieves and intruders h." It is eafy to imagine, 

that this harangue had the. defi.red effea : and that, when 
the king and prelates thus concurred with the popular 
prejudices, it was not long before the monks prevailed, and 
efi:ablifhed their new difcipline in almofi: all the convents. 

WE may remark, that the declamations againfi: the 

fecular clergy are, both here and in all the hifiorians, con
veyed in general terms ; and as that order of men are 
commonly refi:rained by the decency of their character, 
it is difficult to believe, that the complaints againft their 
cliifolute manners could be fo univerfally j ufr as is pre
tended. It is more probable, that the monks paid court 
to the populace by an affeeted aufi:erity of life; and, rc
prefenting the mofi innocent liberties, taken by the other 
clergy, as great and unpardonable enormities, thereby 
prepared the way:for the encreafe of their own power and 
influence. Edgar, however, like a true politician, con
curred with the prevailing party; and he even indulged 
them in pretenfi.ons, which, though they might, when -
complied with, engage the monks to fupport royal autho· 

A Abbas ~ieval. p. j6o1 361. Spell, Cone, p. 476, 477, 478. 

ritr, 
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rity during his own reign, proved afterwards dangerous c H A P. 

to his fucce!fors, and gave difi:urbance to the whole civil~ 
power. He feconded the policy of the court of Rome, 
in granting to fome monafieries an exemption from epif-
copal jurifdiction: He allowed the convents, even thofe 
of royal foundation, to ufurp tbe election of their own 
abbot : And he admitted their forgeries of ancient char-
ters, by which, from the pretended grant of former kings, 
they a!fumed many privileges and immunities i. 

THESE merits of Edgar have procured him the highefl: 
panegyrics from the monks; and he is tranfmitted to us not 
only under the charaCl:er of a confummate fiatefman and an 
active prince, praifcs to which he feems to have been j uftly 
entjtled, but under that of a great faint and a man of vir
tue. But nothing could more betray both his hypocrify 
in inveighing againfi the licentioufnefs of the fecularclergy, 
and the interefied fpirit of his partizans, in befrowing fuch 
eulogies on his piety, than the ufual tenor of his conduct, 
which was licentious to the higheft degree, •nd violated 
every Ja~, human and divine. Yet thofe very monks, 
who, as we are told by Ingulf, a very ancient hifiorian, 
had no idea of any moral or religious merit, except chaftity 
and obedience, not only connived at his enormities, but 
loaded him with the greatefr praifes. Hiftory, however, 
pas preferved fame infiances of his amours, from which~ 
as from a fpecimen, we may form a conjecture of the 
refi. 
~DGAR broke into a convent, carried ofF Editha, a 

nun, by force, and even committed violence on her per
fon k. For this act: of facrilege he was reprimanded by 
Dunftan; and that he might reconcile himfelf to the 
church, he was obliged, not to feparate from his mifirefs, 

~ Chron, Sax. p. II8. W. Malmcf. lib. 2. . up. g, Seldeni Spicileg. ad 
E~m. p. 149. I 57· k W M lmef. lib. 2. cap. 8. Olberne, p. 3• 
Dic1to, p. 457• Higden, P• 265. 267, 2.68. Spell. Cone. p. 481. 

but 
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c H A P. but to abfrain from wearing his crown during feven years, 

~and to deprive himfelf fo long of that vain ornament 1 : 

A punifhment very unequal to that which had been in

flitted on the unfortunate Edwy, who, for a marriage, 
which, in the frriCtefl: fenfe, could only deferve the name 

of irregular, was expelled his kingdom, faw his queen 
treated with fingular barbarity, was loaded with calum .. 

nies, and has been reprefented to us under the mofi odious 
colours. Such is the afcendant which may be attained, 

by hypocrify and cabal, over mankind ! 
THERE was .another mifrrefs of Edgar's, with whom 

he firfr formed a connexion by a kind of accident. 

Paffing one day by Andover, he lodged in the houfe of 

a nobleman, whofe daughter, being endowed with all 
the graces of perfon and behaviour, enflamed him at 

firH: fight with the highefl: defire; and he refolved by 

any expedient to gratify it. As he had not leifure to em

ploy courtfhip or addrefs for attaining his purpofe, he 

went direCtly to her mother, declared the violence of his 

paffion, and defired that the young lady might be allowed 

to pafs that very night with him. The mother was a 

woman of virtue, and determined not to dilhonour her 

daughter and her family by compliance; but being well 

acquainted with the impetuofity of the king's temper, !he 
thought it would be eafier, as well as fafer, to deceive, 

than refufe him. She feigned therefore a fubmiffion to his 

will; but fecretly ordered a waiting-maid, of no difa

greeable figure, to freal into the king's bed, after all the 

company fhould be retired to refr. In the morning, be

fore day-break, the damfel, agreeab] y to the inj unCl:ions of 

her mifrrefs, offered to retire ; but Edgar, who had no 

referve in his plcafures, and whofe love to his bedfellow 

was rather enflamed by enjoyment, refufed his confent, 

and employed force and entreaties to detain her. Elfleda 

1 Olbeme, P• nr, 

(for 
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(for that was the name of the maid) tru!ling to her own C H A P. 

charms, and to the love with which, 1he hoped, fhe had ~ 
now infpired the king, made probably but a faint refifl:-
ance; and the return of light difcovered the deceit to Ed-
gar. He had paffed a night fo much to his fatisfaction, 
that he expreffed no difpleafure with the old lady on ac-
count of her fraud; his love was transferred to El fled a; 
!he became his favourite mifrrefs ; and maintained her 
afcendant over him, till his marriage with Elfrida m. 

THE circumfrances of his marriage with this lady were 
more fingular, and more criminal. Elfrida was daughter 
and heir of Olgar, earl of Dt- ~oniliire; and though fhe 
had been educated in the coantry, and had never appear
ed at court, fhe had filled all England with the reputation 
of her beauty. Edgar himfelf, who was indifferent to 
no accounts of this nature, found his curiofity excited by 
the frequent panegyrics which he heard of Elfrida; and 
reflecting on her noble birth, he refolved, if he found her 
charms anfwerable to their fame, to obtain poffeffion of 
her on honourable terms. He communicated his inten
tion to earl Athelwold, his favourite; but ufed the pre
caution, before he made any advances to her parents, to 
order that nobleman, on fome pretence, to pay them a 
vifit, and to bring him a certain account of the beauty 
of their daughter. Athelwold, when introduced to the 
young lady, found general report to have fallen fhort of 
~he truth; and being actuated by the mofl: vehement love, 
he determined to facrifice to this new paffion his fidelity to 
his mafrer, and to the tru.fl: repofed in him. He returned 
to Edgar, and told him, that the riches alone, and high 
quality of Elfrida, had been the ground of the admiration 
paid her, and that her charms, far from being any "'ife 
~xtraordinary, would have been overlooked in a woman 
of inferior fi:ation. When he had, by this deceit, di-

m W. Malmef, lib. ~. cap. 8, Higden, p. ~68, 

verted 
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c H A P. verted the king from his purpofe, he took an opportunity, 
~after fome interval, of turning again the converfation on 

Elfrida: He remarked, that, though the parentage and 
f.ortune of the lady had not produced on him, as on others, 

any illu.lion with regard to her beauty, he could not for .. 

bear refleC:l:ing, that fhe would on the whole be an advan
tageous match for him, and might, by her birth and 
riches, make him fufficient compenfation for the home

linefs of her perfon. If the king, therefore, gave his 
approbation, he was determined to make propofals in his 
own behalf to the earl of Devonihire, and doubted not to 
obtain his, as well as the young lady's confent to the 

marriage. Edgar, pleafed with an expedient for efi:ablifh
ing his favourite's fortune, not only exhorted him to 

~xecute his purpofe, but forwarded his fuccefs by his re
commendations to the parents of Elfrida; and Athel

wold was foon made happy in the poffeffipn of his mifirefs. 

Dreading, however, the deteCt:ion of the artifice, he em

ployed every pretence for detaining Elfrida in the country, 

and for keeping her at a difiance from Edgar. 

THE violent paffion of Athelw9ld had rendered him 
blind to the necefiary confequences, which mufi: attend his 
conduB., and the advantages, which the numerous ene

mies, that always pUI{ue a royal favourite, would, by its 

means, be able to make againfi: him. Edgar was foon 
informed of the truth ; but before he would execute ven
geance on Athelwold's treachery, he refolved to fatisfy 

himfelf with his own eyes of the certainty and full extent 

of his guilt. He told him, that he intended to pay him 
a vi.Gt in his cafl:le, and be introduced to the acquaintance 
of his new-married wife; and Athelwold, as he could not 
rcfufe the honour, only craved leave to go before him a 
few hours~ that he might the better prepare every thing 
for his reception. He then difcovered the whole matter 

o Elfrida; and begged her, if 1he ~ad any regard, either 
to 
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to her own honour or his life, to conceal from Edgar, by c H A P. 

every circumfrance of drefs and behaviour, that fatal ~ 
beauty, which had feduced him from fidelity to his friend, 
and had betrayed him into fo many falfehoods. Elfrida 
promifed compliance, though nothing was farther from 
her intentions. She deemed herfelf little beholden to 
Athelwold for a paffion, which had deprived her of a 
crown; and knowing the force of her own charms, fhe 
did not defpair even yet of reaching that dignity, of 
which her hu!band's artifice had bereaved her. She ap-
peared before the king with all the advantages, which 
the richefl: attire, and the moll: engaging airs could befrow 
upon her, and lheexcited at once in his bofom the highe!l: 
love towards herfelf, and the moll: furious defire of re-
venge againfl: her hu!band. He knew, however, to dif-
femble thefe paffions; and feducing Athelwold into a 
wood, on pretence of hunting, he :fiabbed him with his 
own hand, and foon after publickly efpoufed Elfridan. 

BEFORE we conclude our account of this reign, we 
rnuft mention two circumfiances, which are remarked bv 
hiftorians. The reputation of Edgar allured a gre;t 
number of foreigners to vifit his court; and he gave them 
encouragement to fettle in England 0

• We are told, 
that they imported all the vices of their rcfpective coun
tries, and coutributed to corrupt the fimple manners of 
the natives P: But as this fimplicity of manners, fo highly 
and often fo injudicioufly extolled, did not preferv-e them 
from barbarity and treachery, the greateft of all vices, 
and the moft incident to a rude uncultivated people, we 
ought perhaps to deem their acquaintance with foreigners 
rather an advantage ; as it tended to enlarge their views, 

n W. Malmef. lib, 2., cap. 8. Hoveden, p • .;.z6. Brompton, p. 865, 
S66. Flor. Wigorn. p. 6o6. Higden, p. 268, o Chron. Sax. 
p. n6. H. Hunting. lib. 5· p. 356. Brompton, p. 865, 

P W, Malmef"" lib, 2.. cap. 8, 

and 
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c H A P. and to cure them of thofe illiberal prejudices and rufiic 

~manners, to which iflanders are often fubjeCl:. 
ANoTHER remarkable incident of this reign was the 

extirpation of wolves from England. This advantage 

was attained by the indufl:rious policy of Edgar. He 
took great pains in hunting and purfuing thofe ravenous 
animals ; and when he found, that all that efcaped hi~ 
had taken fuel tcr in the mountains and forefl:s of Wales, 
he changed the tribute of money impofed on the WeHh 

princes by Athelftan, his predeceffor q' into an annual 

tribute of three hundred heads of wolves ; which produc .. 
ed fuch diligence in hunting them, that the animal has 

been no more feen in this ifland. 
EnGAR died, after a reign of fixteen years, and in the 

thirty-third of his age. He was fucceeded by Edward, 

whom he had by his firft marriage with the daughter of 

earl Ordmer. 

EDW A R D the Martyr. 

957• THE fucteffion of this prince, who was only fifteen 
years of age at his father's death, did not take place 

without much difficulty and oppofition. Elfrida, hi9 

fl:ep-mother, had a fon, Ethelred, feven years old, whom 

fhe attempted to raife to the throne : She affirmed, that 

Edgar's m:1rriage with the mother of Edward was expofed 

to infuperable objeB:ions; and as ilie had poffeffed great 

credit with her huiband, fhe had found means to acquire 

partizans, who feconded all her pretenfions. But the 

title of Edward was fupported by many advantages. He 
was appointed fucceffor by the will 6f his father r: He 

was approaching to man's efiate, and might foon be able 

to take into his own hands the reins of government~ 

The principal nobility, dreading the imperious temper of 

'I W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 6. Brompton, p. 83-$• 

P• •F·7• Eadmer,. P• 3.-

r Hoveden, 

Elfrida1 
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Elfrida, were averfe to her fon's government, which mufl: e H A P. 

enlarge her authority, and probably put her in poffeffion ~ 
of the regency: Above all, Dunfran, whofe charatl:cr 
of fanB:ity had given him the highefi: credit with the peo-
ple, had efpoufed the caufe of Edward, over whom he 
had already acquired a great afcendant s ; and he was de-
termined to execute the will of Edgar in his favour. To 
cut off all oppofite pretenfions, Dun:llan refolutely anointed 
and crowned the young prince at Kingfron; and the whole 
kingdom, without farther difpute, fubmitted to him t. 

IT was of great importance to Dun:llan and the monks, 
to place on the throne a king favourable to their caufe: 
The fecular clergy had frill partizans in England, who 
wilhed to fupportthem in the poffeffion of the convents, and 
of the ecclefiafiical authority. On the firft intelligence of 
Edgar's death, Alfere, duke of Mercia, expelled the new 
orders of monks from all the monafieries which lay within 
his j urifditl:ion u; but Elfwin, duke of Ea:ll-Anglia, and · 
Brithnot, duke of the Ea:ll-Saxons, proteB:ed them within 
their territories, and infi:lled upon the execution of the 
late laws enatl:ed in their favour. In order to fettle this 
controverfy, there were fummoned feveral fynods, which, 
according to the praCtice of thofe times, confifred partly 
of ecclefiafrical members, partly of the lay nobility. 1~he 

monks wereable to prevail in thefe affemblies ; though, 
as it appears, contrary to the fecret ,wifhes, if not the 
declared inclination, of the leading men in the nation w. 

They had more invention in forging miracl~s to fupport 
their caufe; or having been fo fortunate as to obtain, by 
their pretended au:llerities, the charc.Cl:er of piety, their 
miracles were more credited by the populace. 

s Eadmer, ex edit. Selccni, p. 3• t W. Malm. lib. 2, cap. 9• 
Hoveden, p. 427. Ofberne, p. 113. u Chron. Sax, p. 123. Vi. 

Malmef, lib. z, cap. 9• Hovcden, p. 427. Erompton, p. 8;-o. Flor. 
Wigorn, P• 6o7. w \V, Malmef. lib. 2, car. 9• 

hr 
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c H A P. IN one ~ynod, Dunfran, finding the majority of votes 
IJ. . 

'--v----1 againfi: him, rofe up, and informed the audience, that he 
had that infrant, received an immediate revelation in be
half of the monks: The affembly was fo afi:oniihed at 

this intelligence, or probably fo overawed by the popu

lace, that they proceeded no farther in their deliberations. 

In another fynod, a voice iffued from the crucifix, and 

informed the members, that the efhbliihment of the 

monks was founded on the will of heaven, and could not 

be oppofed without impiety"· But the miracle performed 
In the third fynod was frill more alarming : The floor of 

the hall in which the affembly met, funk of a fudden, and 

a great number of the members were either bruifed or 

killed by the fall. It was remarked, that Dunfian had 

that day prevented the king from attending the fynod, and 

that the beam, on which his own chair frood, was the 

only one that did not fink under the weight of the affem
bly Y: But thefe circumfrances, infread of brgetting any 

fufpicion of contrivance, were regarded as the furefr proof 
of the immediate interpofition of providence, in behalf of 
thofe favourites of heaven. 

Enw ARD lived four years after his acceffion, and there 

paffed nothing memorable during his reign. His death 

alone was memorable and tragical z. This young prince 
was endowed with the mofr amiable innocence of man
ners; and as his own"intentions were always pure, he was 
incapable of entertaining any fufpicion againfr others. 
'I~hough his frepmother had oppofed his fucceffion, and 
had raifed a party in favour of her own fon, he always 

1howed her marks of regard, and even exprefled on all 

x W. Malmef. lib, z. cap. 9· Olberne, p. xn. Gervafe, p. 1647, 

Drompton, p. 870. Higden, p. z6g. y Chron, Sax. p. 124-· 

W. Malmef. lib. 7., cap. 9• Ho~eden, p. 417. H. Hunting:. lib . .'i• p. 3~7. 

Gervafe, p. 1647• Brompton, p. 870. Flor. Wigorn, p. 6o7. Higden, 

P• z6g, Chron, Abb, St. Petri de Bur~o, P• zg. 2: Chron. Sax, 

occafions, 
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occafions, the mofl: tender affection towards his brother. C tt A P. 
11 

He was hunting one day in Dorfetfhire; and being led by~ 
the chafe near Corte-cafHe, where Elfrida refided, he 

took the opportunity of paying her a vi fit, unattended by 
any of his retinue, and he thereby prefented her with the 
opportunity, which fhe had long wiilied for. After he 
had mounted his horfe, he delired Come liquor to be 
brought him: While he was holding the cup to his head, 
a fervant of Elfrida approached him, and gave him a ftab 
behind. The prince, finding himfelf wounded, put fpurs 
to his horfe; but becoming faint by lofs of blood, he fell 

from the faddle, his foot fiuck in the fiirrup, and he was 
dragged along by his unruly horfe, till he expired. Being 
tracked by the blood, his body was found, and was pri ... 
vately interred at Wareham by his fervants. 

THE youth and innocence of this prince, with hi~ 
tragical tleath, begat fuch compaffion among the people, 
that they believed miracles to be wrought at his tomb; 
and they gave him the appellation of martyr, though his 
murder had no connexion with any religious principle ot 
opinion. Elfrida built monafieries, and performed many 
pennances, in order to atone fot het guilt; but could never, 
by all her hypocrify or remorfes, recover the good opinion 
of the public, though fo eafily deluded in thofe ignorant 
ages. 

Vot. I. 



H(STORY OF ENGLAND. 

C H A P. Ill. 

Et he/red-Settlement of the Normans--Edmund 
Jronjide--Canute-Harold Harefoot--Har
diumute--Edward the Confejfor--Harold. 

ET HE L RE D. 

c H A P. ~HE freedom, which England had fo long enjoyed 
Ill. .Jl.. from the depredations of the Danes, feems to have 

i'~ proceeded, partly from the efi:abliiliments, which that 

pyrarical nation had obtained in the north of France, and 

v;hich employed all their fuperfluous hands to people and 

maintain them ; . partly from the vigour and warlike 

fpirit of a long race of Engliili princes, who preferved 

t.1e kingdom in a pofrure of defence by fea and land, and 

citl1er prevented or repelled every attempt of the invaders. 

But a new generation of men being now fprung up in the 
northern regions, who could no longer difburthcn them

id ves on Normandy; the Engli£h had reafon to dread, 

· that the Danes would again vifit an ifland, to which they 

were invited, both by the memory of their pafi: fuccefies, 

~md by the expeCtation of affifi:ance from their countrymen, 

who, though long efi:abli!bed in the kingdom, were not 

yet thoroughly incorporated with the natives, nor had 

entirely forgotten their inveterate habits of war and depre

dation. And as the reigning prince was a minor, and even 
when he attained to man's efi:ate, never difcovcred either 

courage or capacity fufficient to govern his own fubjeCl:s, 

much lefs to repel a formidable enemy, the people might 

jufi:ly apprehend the worft cabmities from fo dangerous a 
crifis. 

rrHE Danes, before they durPc attempt any important 

enterprize againft England, m,ade an inconfiderable defcent 
2 by 
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by way of trial ; and having landed from feven vdfels near c H :'1 P. 

Southampton, they ravaged the country, enriched them-~ 
felves by fpoil, and departed with impunity. Six years 9ll 1 • 

after, they made a like attempt in the wefi, and met with 
like fuccefs. The invaders, having now found affairs in 
a very different fituation from that in which they formerly 
appeared, encouraged their countrymen to affemble a 
greater force, and to hope for more confiderable advan-
tages. They landed in Effex under the command of 

991
• 

two leaders; and having defeated and ilain at l\1ddon, 
.Brithnot, duke of that county, who ventured, with a 
fmall body, to attack them, they fpread their devafi:ations 
over all the neighbouring provinces. In this extremity, 
Ethelred, to whom hifiorians give the epithet of the Un-
ready, inftead of roufing his people to defend with CJurage 
their honour and their property, hearkened to the advice 
of Siricius, archbifhop of Canterbury, which was fecond-
ed by many of the degenerate nobility; and paying the 
enemy the {urn of ten thoufand pounds, he bribed them 
to depart the kingdom. This :lhameful expedient was 
attended with the fuccefs which might be expected. The 
Danes next year appeared off the eafi:ern coafr, in hopes 
of fubduing a people, who defended themfelves by their 
money, which invited affailants, infread of their arms, 
which repelled them. But the Englifh, fenfible of their 
folly, had, in the interval, affembled in a great council, 
and had determined to colleCt at London a fleet able to 
give battle to the enemy a; though that judicious mea-
fure failed of fuccefs, from the treachery of Alfric, duke 
of Mercia, whofe name is infamous in the annals of that 
age, by the calamities which his repeated perfidy brought 
upon his country. This nobleman had, in 98 3, fuc-
ceeded to his father, Alfere, in that extenfive command; 
but being deprived of it two years after, and banithed the 

a Chron. Snx. p. u6, 

Kz kingdom, 
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C H A P. kingdom, he was obliged to employ all his intrigue, and 
~all his power, which was too great for a fubjecr, to be 

refiored to his country, and reinftated in his authority 
Having had experience of the credit and malevolence of 

his enemies, he thenceforth trufted for fccurity, not to 
hi:; ferviccs or to the affeB:ions of his fellow-citizens, but 

to the influence which he had obtained over his vaffa1s, 

and to the public calamities, which, he thought, mufi, 
in every revolution, render his affiftance neccffary. Hav

ing fixed this refolution, he determined to prevent all fuch 
fucceffes as might efrablifh the royal authority, or rendet 
his own fituation dependant or precarious. As the Eng
lifh had formed the plan of furrounding and deftroying 
the Danifh fleet in harbour, he privately informed the 

enemy of their danger; and when they put to fea, in con
fequence of this intelligence, he deferted to them, with the 

fquadron under his command, the night before the en
gagement, and thereby difappointed all the efforts of his 
countrymen b. Ethelred, enraged at his perfidy, feized 

his fon, Alfgar, and ordered his eyes to be put out c. 

But fuch was the power of Alfric, that he again forced 
himfelf into authority; and though he had given this fpe· 

cimen of his characrer, and received this grievous provo
cation, it was found neceffary to cntruft him anew with 
the government of Mercia. This conduct of the court, 

which, in all its circumfrances, is fo barbarous, weak, 

and imprudent, both merited and prognofiicated the mofl: 
grievous calamities. 

THE northern invaders, now well acquainted with the 
defencelefs condition of England, made a powerful de .. 

fcent under the command of Sweyn, king of Denmark, 
and Olave, king of Norway; and failing up the Humber, 

fpread on all fides their deftruCl:iv~ ravages. Lindefey 

b Chron. Sax. p. 1~7. W. Malm. p. 6~. Higden, p. ~70. 
c Cbron. Sax, P• JS¥. W. Malm. P• 6~. 

was 
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was laid wafie; Banbury was defiroyed; and all the c H A P. 

Northumbrians, though mofily of Danilh defcent, were~ 
confirained either to join the invaders, or to fuffer under 
their depredations. A powerful army was affembled to 
oppofe the Danes, and a general action enfued ; but the 
Englilh were deferted in the battle, from the cowardice 
or treachery of their three leaders, all of them men of 
Dani£h race, Frena, Frithegift, and Godwin, who gave 
the example of a lhameful flight to the troops under their 
command. 

ENCOURAGED by this fuccefs, anc..l ftill more by the 
contempt which it infpired for their enemy, the pi
rates ventured to attack the center of the kingdom ; and 
entering the Thames in ninety-four veffels, laid ficge 
to London, and threatened it with total ddhuCl:ion. But 
the citizens, alarmed at the danger, and firm I y united 
among thcmfelves, made a bolder defence than the cow
ardice of the nobility and gentry gave the invaders rcafon 
to apprehend ; and the befiegers, after fuftering the great
eft hardlhips, were finally frufi:rated in their attempt. In 
order to revenge themfelves, they laid wafi:e Efl~x, Suf

fex, and Hamplhire; and having there procured horfes, 
they were thereby enabled to fprcad, through the more 
inland counties, the fury of their depredations. In this 
extremity, Ethelred and his nobles had recourfe to the 
former expedient; and fending ambaffadors to the two 
northern kings, they promifed them fubfifi:cnce and tri
bute, on condition they would, for the prefent, put an 
end to their ravages, and foon after depart the kingdom. 
Sweyn and Olave agreed to the terms, and peaceably 
took up their quarters at Southampton, where the fum 
of fixteen thoufand pounds was paid to them. Olave 
even made a journey to Andover, where Ethelred re{ided ; 
and he received the rite of confirmation fr~:np the Engli~ 
bi£hops, as well as many rich prefents from the king. 
He here promifed, that he would never more infefi: the 

K 3 Englifu 
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c H A P. Eno-lifh territories· and he faithfully fulfilled the en· 
III. o . ' . . . 
~ gagement. Th1s pnnce recetves the appellatiOn of St. 

Olave from the church of Rome; and notwithfl:anding 
the general prefumption, which lies, either againfl: the 
underfianding or morals of every one, who in thofe ig
norant ages was dignified with that title, he feems to have 
been a man of merit and of virtue. Sweyn, though lefs 
fcrupulous than Olave, was confhained, upon the de
parture of the Norwegian prince, to evacuate alfo the 
kingdom with all his followers. 

997· 'THIS compofition brought only a fhort interval to the 
miferies of the Englilh. The Danilh pirates appeared 
foon after in the Scverne; and having committed fpoil in 
Wales, as well as in Cornwall and Devoniliire, they failed 
round to the fouth-coafl:, and entering the Tamar, com
pleted the devafl:ation of thefe two counties. They then 
returned to the Brifiol- channel ; and penetrating into the 
country by the Avon, fpread themfelves over all that 
neighbourhood, and carried fire and fword even into Dor-

99S. fetfhire. They next changed the feat of war; and after 
ravaging the Hie of vVight, they entered the Thames and 
Medway, and laid fiege to Rochefier, where they defeated 
tlie Kentif11-men in a pitched battle. After this vitl:ory 
the 'vhole province of Kent was made a fcene of flaugh
ter, fire, and devafration. The extremity of thefe mife
ries forced the Englilh into counfels for common defence 
both by fea and bnd ; but the weaknefs of the king, the 

· divifions among the nobility, the treachery of fome, the 
cowardice of others, the want of concert in all, fruf
trated every endeavour : Their fleets and armies either 
Ca'Ue too late to attack the enemy, or were repulfed with 
dilhonour; and the people were thus equally ruined by 
rcfifiance or by fubmiffion. The EngliflJ, therefore, def
titute both of prudence and unanimity in council, of 
courage and condutl: in the field, had recourfe to the 
fame weak expedient, which by experience they had 

already 
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already found fo ineffctl:ual : T 1ey offer~;:;d the Danes to c H A P. 

buy eace by paying them a large fum of money. ~hefe ~ 
ravagers rofe continually in their der ands; and now re-

quired the payment of 24,000 poun' s, to which the Eng-
lilh were fo mean an impru nt as to (ubmit • The dc-
partnrc of the Danes procur cl them another 1hort interval 

of repot:.:, which they enjoyed as if it were to be perpetual, 

without ma :.ing any effcetual preparations for a more vi-
gorous rcfifiance upon the next retUrn of ,he enemy. 

BESIDES receiving this fum, the Danes were engaged 

by another motive to depart a kingdcm, which appeared 

fo little in a fituation w rdirc th ir efforts : They were 

invited over by their " r j .ncn in Normandy, who at 
this time were hard r" t cd by t'1e arms of Robert, king 
of France, and who found it ; ,cult to defend the fettle·
ment, which, with fo much ad ·antage to themfelves and 
glory to their nation, t! y lJ.U made in that country. It 
is probable, alfo, that Ethelred, obferving the clofe con

nexions thus maintained among all the Danes, however 

divided in government or fituation, \Vas de!irous of form

ing an alliance with that formidable people : For this 

purpofe, being now a widower, he me de his addrehes to 

Emma, fiil:er to Richard II. duke ofNormandy, a.nd he 
foon fucceeded in his negociation. T'he princefs came 

over this year to England, and was married to Ethel- zcor. 

red b, 

IN the end of the ninth and beginning of f1e tenth s~ttlcrrent 
century,· v.,rhen the north, not vet exhauficd by that mul- of t_~e r\o-. 

J ma~.,, 

titude of people or rather nations, which ihe had fuc-

ceffively emitted, fent forth a nev.r race, not of conquer

ors, as before, but of pirates anti ravagers, who infefl:etl · 

the countries poffeffed by her once warlike fons; lived • 

Rollo, a petty prince or chieftain in Denmark, whofe 

a Hoveden, p. 429. Chron. Mailr. p. 153• 
Higden, p. 271• 

K4 

b H, Hunt. r• 359• 
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C H A P. val0ur and abilities foon engaged the attention of his coun

~ trymen. He was expofed in his youth ~o the jealoufy. of 
- the king of Denmark, who attacked hts fmall, but m

dependant principality; and who, being foiled in every 
aiTault, had recourfe at lafi to perfidy for effetl:ing his 
purpofe, which he had often attempted in vain by 
force of arms c: He lulled Rollo into fecurity by an in

fjdious peace; and falling fuddenly upon him, murder
ed his brother and his bravefi offi~ers, and forced him 

to fly for f4fety into Scandinavia, Here many of his 
ancient fubjeB:s, induced partly by affection to their 

prince, partly by the oppreffions of the Danifu monarch, 

ranged themfelves under his fiandard, and offered to fol

low him in every enterprize. Rollo, infiead of attempt
ing to recover his paternal dominions, where he mull: 
expect a vigorous refifiance from the Danes, determined 
to purfue an eafier, but more important undertaking, and 

to make his fortune, in imitation of his countrymen, by 
pillaging the richer and more fouthern coafis of Eu

rope, He colleCted a body of troops, which, like that 
of all thofe ravagers, was compofed of Norwegians, 

~wedes, frifians, Danes, and adventurers of all nations, 
who, b,eing accuftomed to a roving, unfcttled life, took 

delight in nothing but war and plunder. His reputation 
brought him affociates from all quarters; and a vifion, which 

he pretended to have appeared to him in his flcep, and 
which, according to his interpretation of it, prognofii
cated the greateft fucceffes, proved alfo a powerful in

centive with thofe ignorant and fuperfiitious people d. 

THE firfi attempt, made by Rollo, was o.q England, 
near the end of Alfred's reign; when that great monarch, 
having fettled Guthrun and his followers in Eafi-Anglia, 

~nd oth~rs of thofe free- hooters in North urn berland, anq 

~ Dudo ex edit. Duchefne, p. 70, 71. Gul. Gemet:cenis, lib. 2 . cap. z, 3• 

~ Dudo, p. 71. Gul. Gem, in epift. ad Gul. Conq. 

baying 
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having refiored peace to his haraffed country, had e!l:a- c H A P. 

blilhed the moft excellent military as well as civil infti-~ 
tutions among the Englilh. The prudent Dane, finding 
that no advantages could be gained over fuch a people, 
governed by fuch a prince, foon turned h:s enterprizes 
againft France, which he found more expofed to his in-
roads e ; and during the reigns of Eudes, an ufurper, and 
of Charles the Simple, a weak prince, he committed 
the moft deftruCl:ive ravages both on the inland and ma-
ritime provinces of that kingdom. The French, having 
no means of defence againfi a leader, who united all 
the valour of his countrym n with the policy of more ci-
vilized nations, were obliged to fubmit to the expedient 
practifed by Alfred, and to offer the invaders a fettlement 
in fome of thofe provinces, which they had depopulated 
by their arms r. 

THE reafon why the Danes for many years purfued 
meafures fo different from thofe which had been embraced 
by the Goths, Vandals, Franks, Burgundians, Lombards, 
and other northern conquerors, was the great difference, 
in the method ~f attack, which was pratl:ifed by thefe 
feveral nations, and to which the nature of their refpec
tive fituations neceffarily confined them. The latter 
tribes, living in an inland country, made incurfions by 
land upon the Roman empire; and when they entered 
far into the frontiers, they were obliged to carry along 
with them their wives and families, whom they had no 
hopes of foon re-vifiting, and who could not otherwife 
participate of their plunder. This circumfiance quickly 
made them think of forcing a fettlement in the provinces, 
which they had over-run; and thefe barbarians, fpread . 
ing themfel vcs over the country, found an intereft in 
proteCting the property and indufiry of the people, whom 
they had fubdued. J3ut the Danes and Norwegians, in-

G . 
uL Gemet. hb. :. cap. 4r f Dudo1 p. 8:. 

vited 
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c H A P. vited by their maritime fituation, and obliged to main .. 
III. 
~ tain themfelves in their uncultivated country by fifhing, 

had acquired fome experience of navigation; and in their 

military excurfions purfued the method praCl:ifed againfl: 

the Roman empire by the more early Saxons : They made 

defccnts in fmall bodies from t 1eir fhips or rather boats, 

and ravaging the coafi:s, returned with the booty to their 

families, whom they could not conveniently carry along 

with thcrn in thofe hazardous enterprizes. But when 

they cncreafed their armaments, made incurfibn3 into the 

inland countries, and found it fafe to remain longer in 
the midH of the enfeebled enemy, they had been accuf

tomed to crowd their ve.ffeis with their wives and chil

dren, and having no longer any temptation to return to 

their own country, they willingly embraced an oppor

tunity of fettling in the warm climates and cultivated 

:fields of the fouth. 
AFFAIRS were in this fituation with Rollo ~nd his fol-

lowers, when Charles propofcd to relinquifh to them part 

of the province formerly called 1 r eufi:ria, and to purchafe 

peace en thefe hard conditions. After all t e terms were 

fully fettlcd, there appeared only one circumftance £hock

in;?; to the haughty Dane : He was required to do homage 

to Charles for this province, and to put himfelf in that hu

miliating pofi:ure, impofed on v::dfals by the rites of the 

feudal law. He long refufcd to fubmit to this indignity; 

but being unwilling to lofe fuch important advantages for 

a mere c·eremony, he made a facrifice of his pride to his 

interdt, and acknowledged himfelf in form the vaffal of 

the French monarch g_ Charles gave him his daughter, 

Gifia, in marriage; and that he might bind him fa:fier to 

his interefi:s, made him a donation of a confiderable ter

ritory, befides that which he was obliged to furrender to 

him by his fiipulations. When fome of the French 

nobles informed him, that, in return for fo generous a 

g Ypod. Ne:Jft, p. 4Ii• 

prcfent, 
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Pi·efent it was expect d, that he fhcul ~ ro7~ Li~-:fdf at C H. A P. 
' I'I the king's feet, and make fuitab~c ack·1owledgt '!Cl'lts for.....__~ 

his bounty; RoHo replied, that he wo Jd rather de-
cline the prefent; and it was with fom difficulty they 
could perfuade him to m, ke that compliment by one of 
his captains. The Dane, commiflicne+ for this purpofe, 
full of indignat" on at the order, and d~fpifing [c) umvar-
like a prince, caught Charles by the foot, and pretend-
ing to carry it to his mouth, that he might kifs it, ovcr-
f rew 1 im before all l is courtiers. The French, fenfrb.c 
of their prefent weakncfs, found it prudent to overlook 
this infult 11 • 

RoLLo, who was now in the decline of life, and was 
tired. of wars and depredations, applied himfclf, with ma
ture counfels, to the fettlement of his new-acquired ter
ritory, which was thenceforth called Normandy; and he 
parcelled ·t out among his captains and followers. He 
followed in this partition the cufroms of the feudal law, 
which was then univerfally efrablifhed in the fouthen 
countries of Europe, and which fuited the peculiar cir
cumfiances of that age. He treated the French fuhjeB:s 
who fubmitted to him, with mildnefs and juitice; he re
claimed bin ancient followers from their teroc· ous vio
lence; he eilabli:lheJ law and order throughout his frate; 
and after a life fpcnt in tumults and ravages, he died 
peaceably in a good old age, and Jef: his dominions to 
his pofierity i. 

'VILLIAM I. who fuccceded him, governed the dutchy 
twenty-five years; and during that time, the Normans 
were thoroughly intermingled with the rench, had 
acquired their language, had imitated their mat,ners, atH.l 
had made fuch progrefs towards cultivation, that, on tre 
death of William, his fon, Richard, though a minor k, 

inherited his dominion : A fure proof, that tne Nur-

h Gul, Gemet. Jib. 1.. cat'· t7. i Cui. Gemet. Jib. 2. cap. I!)J 

zo, :u, k Order. Vitalis, p. 459• Gul, Gemc:t. lib. 4• cap. I. 

mans 
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c H A P, mans were already fomewhat advanced in civility, and 
III. . ld 11 r. • ) 

~that their government cou now reu: 1ecure on Its aws 
and civil inftitutions, and was not wholly fuftained by the 

abilities of the Sovereign. Richard, after a long reign 
of fifty-four years, was fucceeded by his fon of the fame 

name in the year 996 1 ; which was eighty-five years 
after the firft efiablifhment of the Normans in France. 
This was the duke, who gave his fifter, Emma, in mar
riage to Ethelred, king of England, and who thereby 

formed conneCtions with a country, which his pofterity 
was fo foon after dcftined to fubdue. 

'I'HE Danes had been efiablifbed during a longer pe
riod in England than in France; and though the fimi
larity of their original language to that of the Saxons 
invited them to a more early coalition with the natives, 

they had hitherto found fo little example of civilized man
ners among the Englifh, that they retained all their an

cient ferocity, and valued themfelves only on their na

tional character of military bravery. The recent, as well 
as more ancient atchievements of their countrymen, tend
ed to fupport this idea; and the Englifu princes, parti
cular! y AtheHbn and Edgar, fenfible of that fuperiority, 

had been accufiomed to keep in pay bodies of Daniili 

troops, who were quartered about the country, and com
mitted many violenccs upon the inhabitants. Thefe 

mercenaries had attained to fuch a height of luxury, ac
cording to the old Englilh writers m, that they combed 

their hair once a day, bathed themfelves once a week, 
changed their cloaths frequently; and by all thefe arts of 

effeminacy, as well as by their military charaCter, had 

rendered themfclves fo agreeable to the fair fex, that they 
debauched the wives and daughters of the Englilh, and 
difhonourcd many families. But what moft provoked 

the inhabit'!-nts, was, that~ inftead of defending them 
againfr invaders, they were ever ready to betray them ~o 

J Order, V ita lis, p. 4 5~· 
I 

m WallingForq, p. 547• 
the 
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the foreio-n Danes, and to affoci4te themfelves with all c H A P. 
1:) • T . fi b Ill . !haggling parties of that natton. he ammo 1ty, e-~ 

twecn the inhabitants of Englilh and Dani!h race, had, 
from thcfe repeated injuries, rifcn to a great height; when 
Ethelred, from a policy incident to weak princes, em-
braced the cruel refolution of maffacring the latter 
throughout all his dominions*· Secret orders were dif- Io(}z, 

patched to commence the execution every where on the 
fame day; and the fefiival of St. Bricc, which fell on a Nov. 13. 

Sunday, the day on which the D :mes ufually bathed 
themfelves, was chofen for that purpofe. It is needlefs 
to repeat the a~counts tranfmitted concerning the barba. 
rity of this maffacrc: The rage of the populace, excited 
by fo many injuries, fanti:ified by authority, and fi:imu-
lated by example, difi:ingui!hed not between innocence 
and guilt, fpared neither fex nor age, and was not fa-
tiated without the tortures, as well as death, of the un-
happy viCtims. Even Gunilda, fifier to the king of 
Denmark, who had married Earl Paling, and had em-
braced Chrifrianity, was, by the advice of Edric, earl of 
Wilts, feized and condemned to death by Ethelred, after 
feeing her hu!band and children butchered before her face. 
This unhappy princefs foretold, in the agonies of defpair, 
that her murder would foon be avenged by the total ruin. 
of the Englilh nation. 

NEVER was prophecy better fulfillpd; and never did 1oo~ 
barbarous policy prove more fatal to the authors. Sweyn 
and his Danes, who wanted but a pret-. nce for invading 
the Englilh, appeared off the wefiern coafr, and threat-
ened to take full revenge for the flaughter of their coun
trymen. Exeter fell firfr into their hands, from the 
negligence or treachery of earl Hugh, a Norman, who 
had been made governor by the interefl: of ~een Emma. 
They began to fpread their devafl:ations over the country; 

• Sec note [D] at the cad of the volume. 

when 
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c I-I A P. when the En()'"I;{h fenfible what outrages they mu!l: now 
IIJ c ' 

~expect from their barbarous and offended enemy, affem-
blcd more early and in greater numbers than ufual, and 
made an appearance of vigorous refiftance. But all thefe 
preparations were frufrratcd by the treachery of duke Al
fric, who was intruficd with the command, and who, 

feigning ficknefs, refufcd to lead the army againfi the 
Danes, till it was tlifpirited, and at lafi diffipated, by his 
fatal mifcondu8.:. Alf.·ic foon after died; and Edric, a 
greater traitor than he, who had married the king's 
daughter, and had acquired a total afcendant over him, 
fucceeded Alfric in the government of Mercia, and in 
the command of the Engliih armies. A great famine, 
proceeding partly from the bad feafons, partly from the 
decay of agriculture, added to all the other miferies of 
the inhabitants. The country, wafted by the Danes, 
har"ffed by the fruitlefs expeditions of its own forces, 
was reduced to the utmofr defolation ; and at lafi fub-

ICOj. mitted to t1-.c inf-. my of purchafing a precarious peace 
from the cneny, y the payment of 3o,ooo pounds. 

THE Englifh en lcavoured to empioy this interval in 
making preparations againfl: the return of the Danes, 
which they had rc~fon foon to expeCt. A law was made, 
ordering the propr'ctors of eight hydes of land to provide 
each a horfem<:n and a complete _fuit of armour; and 
thofe of 310 hydes to equip a iliip for the defence of the 
coafi. \Vhen this nary was affembled, which muil: 
have confified of near eight hundred veffels n, all hopes of 
its fuccefs were dif:1ppointed by the factions, animofities, 
and diffentions of the nobility. Edric had impelled his 
brother Brightric to pr fer an accufation of treafon againfi: 

vVolfnoth, governor of Suffcx, the father of the famous 
.earl Godwin; and that nobleman, well acquainted with 
the male,·olence as well as power of his enemy, found no 

n There were 243,6oo hydes in England. Confequently the iliips equip
ped muft be 78 5• The cavalry was 30,45 o men, 

means 
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neans of fafcty but in dcferting with twenty {hips to c H A P. 

D B . h . r. d h" JII. the anes. ng tnc punue Im with a fleet of eighty '-,r--J 
fail; but his fhips being fluttered in a tempefr, and 
fi:randed on the coafr, he was fuddenly attacked by Wolf-
noth, and all his veffe]s burnt and defiroyed. The im-

becility of the king was little capable of repairing this 
misfortune: The treachery of Edric frufrratcd every plan 
for future defence: And the Engli{h navy, difconcertec-1, 
difcouraged, ttnd divided, was at lafi: fcattered into its 
feveral harbours. 

IT is almofr impoffible, or would be tedious, to relate par
ticularly all the miferies to which the Engliih were thence
forth expofed. \Ve hear of nothing but the facking and 
burning of towns; the devafiation of the open country ; 
the appearance of the enemy in every quarter of the 
kingdom ; their cruel diligence in difcovering any cor
ner, which had not been ranfacked by their former vio
lence. The broken and disjointed narration of the an
tient hifiorians is here well adapted to the nature of the 
war, which was conduCl.cd by fuch fudden inroads, ~s 
would have been dangerous even to an united and well 
governed kingdom, but proved fatal, where nothing but 
a general confiernation, and ·mutual diffidence and clif
fention prevailed. The governors of one province rc
fufed to march to the affiflancc of another, and were at 
lafi terrified from affcmbling their forces for the dcf nee 
of their own province. General councils were fummon
cd; but either no refolution was taken, or none was c~r
ried into execution. And the only expedient, in which 
the Eng1i£h agreed, was the bafe and imprudent one, of 
buying a new peace from the Danes by the payment of 
48,ooo pounds. 

THIS meafure did not bring them even that ihort in
terval of repofi, which they had ex peered from it. Tt e 
Danes, difregarding all e gagements, continued their dc

va!htions 

- .: x r. 
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c H A P. v-afrations and hofl:ilities ; levied a new contribution of 
~ 8ooo pounds upon the county of Kent alone; mur

dered the archbiiliop of Canterbury, who had refufed 
to countenance this exaCtion ; and the Englilh no
bility found no other refource than that of fubmitting 
every where to the Danilh monarch, [wearing allegiance 
to him, and delivering him hofiages for their fidelity. 

IOIJ• Ethelred, equally afraid of the violence of the enemy, 
and the treachery of his own fubjeB:s, fled into Nor

mandy, whither he had fent before him ~een Emma, 

and her two fons, Alfred and Edward. Richard receive<! 

his unhappy guefis with a generofity that does honour to 

his memory. 

toT4. THE king had not been above fix weeks in Norman-

dy, when he heard of the death of Sweyn, who expired 
at Gain!borough, before he had time to efl:abli£h himfelf 

in his new-acquired dominions. The Englifh prelates 

and nobility, taking advantage of this event, fent over a 

deputation to Normandy; inviting Ethelred to return to 

them, expreffing a defire of being again governed by their 

native prince, and intimating their hopes, that, being 
now tutored by experience, he would avoid all thofe er

rors, which had been attended with fuch misfortunes to 

himfelf and to his people. But the mifconduCl: of Ethel

red was incurable; and on his refuming the government, 
he difcovered the fame incapacity, indolence, cowardice, 

and credulity, which had fo often expofed him to the 
infults of his enemies. His fon-in-law, Edric, notwith

fianding his repeated treafons, retained fuch influence at 
court, as to infiil into the king jealoufies of Sigefert and 

Morcar, two of the chief nobles of Mercia: Edric al .. 

lured them into his houfe, where he murdered them; 
while Ethelred participated in the infamy of the action, 

by confifcating their efiates, and thrufiing intO' a con• 

vent the widow of Sigefert. She was a woman of fin· 
gular 
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gular beauty and merit; and in a vifit which was paid het, C H A P. 
JIJ. 

during her confinement, by prince Edmond, the king's~ 
eldefl: fon, fue infpired him with fo violent an affetl:iorl:J 
that he releafed her from the convent, and foon after mar-
ried her, without the confent of his father. 

MEANWHILE the Englilh found in Canute, the fon 
and fucceffor of Sweyn, an enemy no lefs terrible than 
the prince, from w horn death had fo lately delivered 
them. He ravaged the eafretn coafl: with mercilefs fury, 
and put afuore all the Englifh hoftages at Sandwich, af
ter having cut off their hands and nofes. He was ob
liged, by the neceffity of his affairs, to ruake a voyage to 
Denmark; but returning foon after, he continued his 
depredations along the fouthern coaft : He even broke 
into the counties of Dorfet, Wilts, and Somerfet; where 
an army was affembled againfl: him, under the command 
of prince Edmond and duke Edric. The latter .fiill con
tinued his perfidious machinations; and after endeavour-
ing in vain to get the prince into his power, he found 1019, 

means to difperfe the army ; and he then openly deferted 
to Canute with forty veffels. 

NOTWITHSTANDING this misfortune, Edmond was 
not difconcerted; but affembling all the force of Eng
land, was in a condition to give battle to the enemy. 
The king had had fuch frequent experience of perfidy 
among his fubjeB:s, that he had loft all confidence in 
them: He remained at London, pretending ficknefs, but 
really from apprehenfions, that they intended to buy 
their peace, by delivering him into the hands of his ene
mies. The army called aloud for their fovereign to 
march at their head againfr the Danes; and on his re
fufal to take the field 1 they were fo difcouraged, that' 
thofe vafr preparations became l~ual f;r t defence 
of the kingdom. Edmond, deprived of all regular fup• 
plies to maintain his foldi~rs,. was obli~ed to commt 

VoL. I. L equal 
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C H A P. equal ravages with thofewhich were praCl:ifed by the Danes; 

~and after making fome fruitlefs expeditions into t.he north, 

which had fubmitted entirely to Canute's power, he re
tired to London, determined there to maintain to the laft 

extremity the fmall remains of Englilh liberty. He here 
found every thing in confufion by the death of the king, 

1016. who.. expired after an unhappy and inglorious reign of 

thirty-five years. He left two fons by his fidl: marriage, 
Edmond, who fuccecded him, and Edwy, whom Ca
nute afterwards murdered. His two fons by the fecond 
marriage, Alfred and Edward, were, immediately upon 
Ethelrcd~s death, conveyed into Normandy by ~een 

Em m a. 

E D M 0 N D Ironfide. 

T HIS prince, who received the name of lronfide 
from his hardy valour, polfdfed courage and abi .. 

lities, fufficient to have prevented his country from fink
ing into thofe calamities, but not to raife it from that abyfs 
of mifery,. into which it had already fallen. Among the 
other misfortunes. of the Englilh, treachery and difaffec
tion had creeped in among the nobility and prelates; and 
Edmond found no better expedient for flopping the 
farther progrefs of thefe fatal evils, than to lead his 
army infiantly into the field, and to employ them againil: 
the common enemy. After meeting with fome fuccefs 
at Gillingham, he prepared himfelf to decide in one gene
ral engagement the fate of his crown; and at Scoerfion, 

in the county of Glocefrer, he offered battle to the ene
my, who were commanded by Canute and Edric. For
tune in the beginning of the day declared for him; but 
Edric, having cut off the head of one Ofmer, whofe 
countenance refembled that of Edmond, fixed it on a 
fpear, carried it through the ranks in triumph, and called 

aloud to the Englilh, that it was time to fly; for behold ! 
the 
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the head of their fovereign. And though Edmund, ob- e .t-In1 P. 
ferving the confl:ernation of the troops, took off his bel-~ 
met and lhowed himfelf to them, the utmofr he could 
gain by his aCtivity and valour was to leave the vic-
tory undecided. Edric now took a furer method to 
tuin him, by pretending to defert to him; and as Ed-
tnond was well acquainted with his power, and proba-
bly knew no other of the chief nobility in whom he 
could repofe more confidence, he was obliged, not
withfranding the repeated perfidy of the man, to give 
him a confiderable command in the army. A battle 
foon after enfued at Affington in Effex; where Edric~ 
flying in the beginning of the day, occafioned the total 
defeat of the Englifh, followed by a great flaughter of 
the nobility. The indefatigable Edmond, however, had 
ftiii refources: Affembling a new army at Glocefi:er, he 
was again in a condition to difpute the field ; when the 
Danifh and Englifh nobility~ equally haraffed with thofe 
convulfions, obliged their kings to come to a cornpro-
mife, and to divide the kingdom between them by treaty. 
Canute referved to himfelf the northern divifion, con-
lifting of Mercia, Eafi-Anglia, and Northumberland, 
which he had entirely fubdued: The fouthern parts were 
left to Edrnond. This prince furvived the treaty about 
a month : He was murdered at Oxford by two of his 
chamberlains, accomplices of Edric, who thereby made 
way for the fucceffion of Canute the Dane to the crown 
of England. 

C A N U T E. 

T HE Engli!h, who had been unable to defend the-it 
country, and maintain their independency, under 

fo atlive and brave a prince as Edmond; could; after his 
death; expeCt nothing but totaJ fu~jedion from Canute, 
who, aaive and brave himfelf, and at the head of a grea; ' 

L 2 {Qn;e, 
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C H A P. force, was ready to take advantage of the minority of 
III. · f Ed d Y . '-y---J Edw1n and Edwanl, the two fans o mon . et thts 

conqueror, who was commonly fo little fcrupulous, 
£bowed himfelf anxious to cover his injufiice under 
plaufible pretences : Before he feized the dominions of 
the Engli1b princes, he fummoncd a general affembly of 
the fiates, in order to fix the fuccefiion of the kingdom. 

He here fuborncd fame nobles to depofe, that, in the 
treaty of Gloceil:er, it had been verbally agreed, eitheL" 

to name Canute, in cafe of Edrnond's death, fucceffor to 

his dominions, or tutor to his children (for hifiorians 

vary in this particular) : And that evidence, fupported by 

the great power of Canute, determined the fiates imme

diately to put the Daniili monarch in poffeffion of the 

government. Canute, jealous of the two princes, but 
fenfible that he iliould render himfelf extremely odious, 
if he ordered them to be difpatched in England, fent 
them abroad to his ally, the king of Sweden, whom he 
de fired, as foon as they arrived at his court, to free him, 

by their death, from all farther anxiety. The Swedifu 
monarch was too generous to comply with the requefi:; 
but being afraid of drawing on himfelf a quarrel with 
Canute, by proteCl:ing the young princes, he fent them 
to Solomon, king of Hungary, to be educated in his 
court. The elder, Edwin, was afterwards married to the 

fifrer of the king of Hungary ; but the Engliili prince 

dying without iffue, Solomon gave his fifier-in-law, Aga

tha, daughter of the emperor Henry II. in marriage to 

Edward, the younger brother; and fhe bore him Edgar 

Atheling, Margaret, afterwards queen of Scotland, and 

Chrifiina, who retired into a convent. 
CANUTE, though he had reached the great point of 

his ambition, in obtaining poffeffion of the Engliili crown, 

was obliged at firfi to make great facrifices to it; and to 

g:tttify the chief of the nobility, by befrowing on them the 
m oft 
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moll extenfive governments and j urifdict:ions. He created C H
1 

A P. 
1 '· 1"'hurkill earl or duke of Eafl:-Anglia, (for thefe tides~ 

were then nearly of the fame import) Yric of Northum-
berland, and Eclric of Mercia; referving only to himfelf 
the adminifrr:1tion o[ YVefTex. But feizinb afterwards a 
favourable oppor'"unity, he expelled Thurkill and Yric 
from their go':e:.-.. ments, and baniihed them the kingdom: 
He put to eath .1ar y of the Englifh nobili~y, on whofe 
fidelity , e could not r~ly, and whom he hated on account 
of their difloyalty to t. :! ir nati\'e prince. And even the 
traitor, Edr i:, h2ving had tl,~ ... lfurance to reproach him 
with his fervic::s, w 1s condemned to be executed, and his 
body w be thr'J ·.vn into t:lC Thames; a fui~:able reward for 
his multipl ied ads of perfid>' <::nJ rebellion. 

CANUTE alfo found himfelf obliged, in the beginning 
of his reign, to lo :.1d the people with heavy taxes, in order 
to reward his Daniili followers : He exaCted from them at 
one time the fum of 72,000 pounds;. befides I I ,ooo 
pounds, which he levied on London alone. He was pro
bably willing, from polirical motives, to multi: fevcrely 
that city, on account of the affection which it had borne 
to Edmond, and the refifiance which it had made to the 
Daniih power in two obftinate fieges 0 • But thefe rigors 
were imputed to neceffity; and Canute, like a wife prince, 
was determined, that the Engli!h, now deprived of all 
their dangerous leaders, iliould be reconciled to the Danilh 
yoke, by the j uftice and impartiality of his admini
ftration. He fent back to Denmark as many of his 
followers as he could fafely fpare: He refrored the Saxon 
cufroms in a general affem bl y of the fiatcs : He made 
no difrinetion between Danes and Englilh in the difiri
bution of jufrice: And he took care, by a ftritl: execu
tion of law, to proteCt: the lives and properties of all his 
people, The Danes were gradually incorporated with 

0 W, Ma!m. p. 72. In one of thefc ~leges, Canute diverted the courfe of 
the Thames1 !lnd by that means brought his ihips above London bridgt'. 

L 3 his 
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C H A P. his new fubjecl:s; ·and both were glad to obtain a little 

~ refpite from thofe multiplied calamities, from which the 

- one, no lefs than the other, had, in their fierce contefl: for 

power, experienced fuch fatal confequences. 
THE removal of Edmond's children into fo difl:ant a 

country as Hungary, was, next to their death, regarded 

by Canute as the greatefl: fecurity to his government: H(l 

had no farther anxiety, except with regard to Alfred and 

Edward, who were protetl:ed and fupported by their 

uncle, Riehard, duke of Normandy. Richard even fitted 
out a great armament, in order to refl:ore the Englifh 

princes to the throne of their an~efl:ors ; and though the 
navy was difperfed by a fl:orm, Canute faw the danger to , 
which he was expofed, from the enmity of fo warlike 
a people as the Normans. In order to acquire the friend~ 

/hip of the duke, he paid his addreffes to queen Emma, 
fifter of that prince; and promifed, that he would leave 

the children, whom he iliould have hy that marriage, 

in poffeffion of the crown of England. Richard com

plied with his demand, and fent over Emma to Eng

land, where ilie was foon after married to Canute P. The 

:Engliih, though they difapproved of her efpoufing the 

mortal enemy of her former hufuand and his family, were 

pleafed to find at court a fovereign, to whom they were 

accufl:omed, and who had already formed conneCtions with 

1;hem; And thus Canute, befides fecuring, by this mar~ 

riage, the alli~nce of Normandy, gradually acquired, by 
the f-ame rpeans, the confiden~e of his own fubjects q, 

T}fe Normap prince did not long furvive the marriage of 

Emma ; and he left the inheritance of the dutchy to his 
eldefi fon of the fame name; who, dying a year after him 

without children, was fucceeded py his prother .Jlobert, a 

JP49 ?f yalollr and f!.bilitics! 

l' Chr,on. Sax. p~ ~51~ y.r, Malmef. p, 7~· 
JPf4en1 J?· 7.75r 

J 

q W. Malmef. P• 73• 
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CANUTE, having fettled his power in England, beyond C H A P. 

all danger of a revolution, made a voyage to Denmark,~ 
in grder to refifi the attacks of the king of Sweden; and 
he carried along with him a great body of the Englifh, 
under the command of earl Godwin. This nobleman 
had here an opportunity of performing a fervice, by which 
he both reconci ed the king's mind to the Englilh nation, 
and gaining to himfelf the friendlhi p of his fovereign, 
laid the foundation of that immenf:.-! fortune which he ac-
quired to his family. He was fbtioned next the Swedifu 
camp; and obferving a favourable opportunity, which he 
was obliged fuddenly to feize, he attacked the enemy in 
the night, drove them from their trenches, threw them 
into diforder, purfued h!s advantage, and obtained a de-
cifive victory over them. Next morning, Canute, feeing 
the Englilh camp entirely abandoned, imagined that thofe 
difaffected troops had deferted to the enemy : He was 
agreeably furprifed to find, that they were at that time 

engaged in purfuit of the difcomfited Swedes. He was 
fo pleafed with this fuccefs, and with the manner of ob-
taining it, that he befiowed his daughter in marriage 

upon Godwin, and treated him ever after with entire 
confidence and regard. 

IN another voyage, which he made afterwards to Den- JotS. 

mark, Canute attacked Norway, and expelling the jufr, 
but unwarlike Olaus, kept pofn~ffion of his kingdom, 
till the death of that prince. He had now by his con-

quefts and valour attained the utmuft height of grandeur: 

Having leifure from wars and intrigues, he felt the unfa
tisfactory nature of all human enjoyments; and equally 
weary of the glories and turmoils of this life, he began to 
caft his view towards that future exiftence, which it is fo 

natural for the human mind, whether fatiated by profpe
rity or difgufted with adverfity, to make the object of its 

L 4 attention. 
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c H A P. attention. Unfortunately, the fpirit which prevailed in 
Ill. . n. h" d . I 11 d 

~that age gave a wrong dtre\.:-Lton to ts evotwn: nuea 

of making compenfation to thofe whom he had injured by 
his former acrs af violence, he employed himfelf entirely 
in thofe exercifes of piety, which the monks reprefented · 
as the moft meritorious. He built churches, he endowed 
monafteries, he enriched the ecclefiaftics, and he befiow

ed revenues for the fupport of chantries at Affington and 

other places; where he appointed prayers to be faid for 

the fouls of thofe who had there fallen in battle againft 

him. He even undertook ~ pilgrimage to Rome, where 
he refided a confiderable time : Befides obtaining from 
tpe pope fome privileges for the Englifh fchool erected 

there, he engaged all the princes, through whofe domi
nions he was obliged to pafs, to dcfift from thofe heavy 

impofitions and tolls, which they were accuftomed to ex .. 

aCl from the Engliih pilgrims. By this fpirit of devotion, 
no lefs than by his equitable and politic adminifiration, 

he gained, in a good meafure, the affeCtions of his fub

jeCl:s. 

CANUTE, the greateft and mofr powerful monarch of 
his time, fovereign of Denmark and Norway, as well as 
of England, could not fail of meeting with adulation from 
pis courtiers ; a tribute which is liberally paid even to the 

meancft and weakefl: princes. Some of his flatterers 

}?reaking out, one day, in admiration of his grandeur, 
exclaimed that every thing was poffible for him : Upon 
which tpe monarch, it is faid, ordered his chair to be fet 

on the fea-!hore, while the tide was riling; and as the 

waters approached, he commanded them to retire, and to 
obey the vqic~ of him who was lord of the ocean. He 
feigned to fit fome time in expectation of their fubmiffion; 
but when the feq. frill advanced towards him, and began 
to waih him with its billows, he turned to his courtiers, 

~nd remarked to tqem, that every creature in the univerfe 

was 
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was feeble and impotent, and that power refided with one· C H A P. 

JJI. Being alone, in whofe hands were all the elements of na-~ 
tu re ; who could fay to the ocean, Thus far }halt thou go, 
and no farther; and who could level with his nod the mofr 
towering piles of human pride and ambition. 

THE only memorable aCtion, which Canute performed 1 o3,. 
after his return from Rome, was an expedition againft 
Malcolm, king of Scotland. During the reign of Ethel-
red, a tax of a Ihilling a hyde had been impofed on all 
the lands of England. It was commonly called Danegelt; 
becaufe the revenue had been employed, either in buying 
peace with the Da.Res, or in making preparations againfr the 
inroads ofthathofrile nation. That monarch had required, 
that the fame tax lhould be paid by Cumberland, which 
was held by the Scots ; but Malcolm, a warlike prince, 
told him, that, as he was always able to repulfe the 
Danes by his own power, he would neither fubmit to buy 
peace of his enemies, nor pay others for refifring them. 
Ethelred, offended at this reply, which contained a fecret 
reproach on his own conduCt:, undertook an expedition 
againfr Cumberland; but though he committed ravages 
upon the country, he could never bring Malcolm to a 
temper more humble or fubmiffive. Canute, after his 
acceffion, fummoned the Scottifh king to acknowledge 
hirnfelf a valf<J-1 for Cumberland to the crown of England; 
but Malcolm refufed compliance, on pretence that he 
owed homage to thofe princes only, who inherited 
that kingdom by right of blood. Canute was not of a 
temper to bear this infult; and the king of Scotland foon 
found, that the fceptre was in very different hands from 
thofe of the feeble and irrefolute Ethelred. Upon Ca-
nute's appearing on the frontiers with a formidable army, 
Malcolm agreed, that his grandfon and heir, Duncan, 
whom he put in poffeffion of Cumberland, fuould make 
the fubmiffions required, and that the heirs of Scotland 

fhould 
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c H A P.fuould always acknowledge themfelves vafrals to England 
Ill. 

~for that province r. 

CANUTE paffed four years in pe~ce after this enterprize, 
and he died at Shaftfbury s; leaving three fons, S weyn, 

Harold, and Hardicanute. Sweyn, whom he had by his 

firft marriage with Alfwen, daughter of the earl of Hamp

lhire, was crownecl in Norway : Hardicanute, whom 

Emma had born him, was in poffeffion of Denmark : 

1Iarold, who was of the fame marriage with Sweyn, was 

at that time in En gland. 

H A R 0 L D H A R E F 0 0 T. 

03 s~ H 0 U G H Canute, in his treaty with Ricbard, 
dukeofNormandy, hadftipulated, thathischildren 

by Em m a fhould fucceed to the crown of England, he had 
either confiderecd himfelf as releafed from that engagement 
by the death of Richard, or efreemed it dangerous to leave 

an unfettled and newly conquered kingdom in the hands 
of fo young a prince as Hardicanute: He therefore ap

pointed, by his will, Harold fucceffor to the crown. This 
prince was befides prefent, to maintain his claim ; he was 
favoured by all the Danes; and he got immediately poffef
fion of his father's treafures, which might be el'lually 
ufeful? whether he found it neceffary to proceed by force 
or intrigue, in infuring his fucceffion. On the other 

hand, Hardic"-nute ha-d ~he fufFrages of the Englilh, who, 
on account of his being born among them of queen Em· 
ma, regarded l}ilJl ;ts their countryman; he was favoured 

by the articles of treaty with the duke of Normandy; 

and above all, his party was efpoufed by earl Godwin, 
the mofr powerful ~oblema11 in the kingdom, efpecially in 
the provipce of Weffex, the chief feat of the ancient 

}:nglifh. Affairs were likely to terminate in a civil war; 

when, by the interpofition of the nobility of both parties, 

s Chron. Sax~ P•l54• W, Maim. P• 76. 

~ (Offi• 



H A R 0 L E> H A R E F 0 0 T. 35 
a co~promife was made ; and it was agreed, that Harold C H A P. 
"- . . L . n1. J.uould enJoy, together With ondon, all the provmces ~ 
nortfl of the Thames, while the poff'effion of the fouth 
1hould remain to Hardicanute : And till that prince lhould 
appear and take poff'effion of his dominions, Emma fixed 
her refidence at Winchefter, and eftabli!hed her authority 
over her fon's £hare of the partition • 

.l\/.EANWHILE, Robert, duke of Normandy, died in a 
pilgtimage to the Holy Land, and being fucceeded by a 
fon, yet a minor, the two Englilh princes, Alfred and 
Edv.·ard, who found no longer any countenance or pro
tecti)n in that country, gladly embraced the opportunity 
of paying a vifit, with a numerous retinue, to their mo
ther Emma, who feemed to be placed in a fiate of fo 
muc1 power and fplendor at WincheHer. But the face 
of affairs foon wore a melancholy afpecr. Earl Godwin 
had ·Jcen gained by the arts of Harold, who promifed tO 
efpoufe the daughter of that nobleman; and while the 
treaty- was yet a fecret, thefe two tyrants laid a plan for 
the eefiruCl:ion of the Englilh princes. Alfred was invit
,ed tc London by Harold with many profcffions of friend
fuip; but when he had reached Guilford, he was fet upon 
by Codwin's vaffals, about fix hundred of his train were 
mur(ered in the moft cruel manner, he himfelfwas taken 
prifo1er, his eyes were put out, and he was conducred to 
the rnonafrery of Ely, where he died foon after t. Edward 
~nd Emma, apprized of the fate, which was awaiting 
them, fled be ond fea, the former into Normandy, 
the htter into Flanders. While Harold, triumphing i~ 
his bloody policy, took polfeffion, without re1}ftance, of 
.all tbe domi,nions affigned to his brother. 

t H Hunt, p. 365. Ypod. Neulh. p. 434• Hoveden, p. 438. Chron• 
Mailr.p. 156. Higden, p. 277· Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, r· 39· Sim. 
Dun. t• 179· Abbas Rieval, p. 366. 374• Brompton, P• 935• Gul. 
Cem. l1b. 7· cap. u. MaFth, Wc1t, p. zog. Flor. Wi~om, p. 6a • 
.Alur, 3ev~d. p. IJ81 

THIS 
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c H A P. THIS is the only memorable attion, performed, during 

~a reign of four years, by this prince, who gave fo bad a 

fpecimen of his charaCter, and whofe bodily accamplifh

ments alone are known to us, by hisappellationof IiareJ)ot, 
which he acquired from his agility in running and walk

ing. He died on the 14th of April, 1039; little re

gretted or efreemed by his fubjccls; and l~ft the fucceffion 

open to his brother, Hardicanute. 

H A R D I C A N U T E. 

H ARDICANUTE, or Canute the Hardy, that 

is, the robufi (for he too is chiefly known by his 

bodily accompliihmcnts), though, by remaining fo long 

in Denmark, he had been deprived of his fhare in the 

partition of the kingdom, had not abandoned his preten

lions; and he had determined, before Harold's deJth, to 

recover by arrrls, what he had loft, either by his own 

negligence, or by the neceffity of his affairs. On pre

tence of paying a vi fit to the queen dowager in Flanders, 

he had affembled a fleet of fixty fail, and was preparing to 

make a clefcent on England, when intelligence of his bro

ther's death induced him to fail immediately to London, 

where he was received in triumph, and acknowledged king 

without oppofition. 
THE firfr aB: of Hardicanute's government afforded his 

fubjeB:s a bad prognofiic of his future conduB:. He was 

fo enraged at Harold, for depriving him of his fhareofthe 

kingdom, and for the cruel treatment of his brother 

Alfred, that, in an impotent de!ire of revenge againft the 

dead, he ordered his body to be dug up, and to be thrown 
into the Thames: And when it was found by fome fifucr
men, and buried in London, he ordered it again to be 

dug up, and to be thrown again into the river: But it 

was fiihed up a fecond time, and then interred with great 
2 fecrecy. 
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fecrecy. Godwin, equally fervile and infolent, fubmit- C H A P. 

Ilf. -ted to be his infhument in this unnatural and brutal aCtion.~ 
THAT nobleman knew, th:1t he was univerfally be

lieved to have been an accomplice in the barbarity exer
cifed on Alfred, and that he was on that account obno
xious to Hardicanute; and perhaps he hoped, by difplaying 
this rage againfr Harold's memory, to jufiify himfelf from 
having had any participation in his counfels. But prince 
Edward, being invited over by the king, immediately on 
his appearance. preferred an accufation againft Godwin 
for the murder of Alfred, and demanded jufrice for that 
crime. Godwin, in order to appeafe the king, made 
him a magnificent prefent of a galley with a gilt ftern, 
rowed by fourfcore men, who wore each of them a gold 
bracelet on his arm, weighing fixteen ounces, and were 
armed and cloathed in the mofr fumptuous manner. Har
dicanute, pleafed with the fplendor of this fpeCtacle, 
quickly forgot his brother's murder; and on Godwin's 
fwearing that he was innocent of the crime, he allowed 
him to be acquitted. 

THOUGH Hardicanute, before his acceffion, had been 
called over by the vows of the Englifh, he foon loft the 
affeCtions of the nation by his mifconduCl: ; but nothing 
appeared more grievous to them, than his renewing the 
impofition of Danegelt, and obliging the nation to pay 
a great fum of money to the fleet, which brought him 
from Denmark. The difcontents ran high in many 
places : In W orcefrer the populace rofe, and put to death 
two of the colleCl:ors. The king, enraged at this oppofi
tion, fwore vengeance againft the city, and ordered three 
noblemen, Godwin, duke of \Veffex, Siward, duke of 
Northumberland, and Leofric, duke of l\1ercia, to exe
cute his menaces with the utmoft rigour. They were 
obliged to fet fire to the city, and deliver it up to be 
plundered by their foldiers; but they f<lvcd the lives of 

th.: 
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C H A P. the inhabitants; whom they cohfined in a fmall ifland of" 
~the Severn, called Beverey, till, by their interceffion, 

they were able to appeafe the king, and obtain the pardon 

of the fupplicants. 
THIS violent government was of fhort duration. lfar-

dicanute died in two years after his acceffion, at the nup
tials of a Danilh lord, which he had honoured with his 
prefence. His ufual habits of intemperance were fo well 

known, that, notwithfranding his robuft confl:itution, 
his fudden death gave as little furprize, as it did forrow, 

to his fubjeB:s. 

EDWARD the CoNFEssoR. 

1041
• T :HE Englilh, on the death of Hardicanute, faw a 

favourable opportunity for recovering their liberty, 

and for iliaking off the Danifh yoke, under which they 
had fo long laboured. Sweyn, king of Norway, the 
eldeft fon of Canute, was abfent ; and as the two lafr 
kings had died without iffue, none of that race prefented 
himfelf, nor any whom the Danes could fupport as fuc
ceffor to the throne. Prince Edward was fortunately at 
court on his brother's demife; and though the defcendants· 
of E-dmond lronfide were the true heirs of the Saxon 
family, yet their abfence in fo remote a country as Hun

gary, appeared a fufficient reafon for their exclufion, to a 
people like the Englifh, fo little accuftomed to obferve a 
regular order in the fucceffion of their monarchs. All 

delays might be dangerous ; and the prefent occafion muft 
hafhly be embraced; while the Danes, without concert, 
without a le<Wer, a!l:onilhed at the prefent incident, and 

anxious only for their perfonal fafety, durft not oppofe 

the united voice of the nation. 
J 

BuT this concurrence of circumftances in favour of 

Edward, might have failed of its effect, had his fucceffion 
been 
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been oppofed by Godwin, whofe power, alliances, and c H A p; 
abilities gave him a great influence at all times, efpecial-~ 
Iy amidft thofe fudden opportunities, which always at-
tend a revoluti'on of government, and which, either feized 
or neglected, commonly prove decifive. There were op-
pofite reafons, which divided men's hopes and fears with 
regard to Godwin's conduct On the one hand, the 
credit of that nobleman Jay chie.Ry in Weffcx, which 
was almoft entirely inhabited by Englilh: It was there- • 
fore prefumed, that he would fecond the wifhes of that 
people, in reftoring the Saxon line, and in humbling the 
Danes, from whom he, as well as they, had reafon to 
dread, as they had already felt, the moft grievous oppref-
fions. On the other hand, there fubfifted a de!clared 
animofity between Edward and Godwin, on account of 
Alfred'$ murder; of which the latter had publicly been 
accufed by the prince, and which he might believe fo 
deeP. an offence, a~ could never, on account of any fub-
fequent merits, be fincerely pardoned. But their com-
mon friends here interpofed; and reprefenting the necef-
fity of their good correfpondence, obliged them to lay 
afide all jealoufy and rancour, and concur in refroring 
liberty to their native country. Godwin only ftipulated; 
that Edward, as a pledge of his fincere reconciliation, 
£hould promife to marry his daughter Edjtha; and hav~ 
ing fortified himfelf by this alliance, he fummoned a 
general council C\t Gillingham, and prepared every 
meafure for fecuring th<1 fucceffion to Edward. The 
Englifu were unanimous and zealous in their refolu. 
tions; the Danes were divided and difpirited: Any 
fmall oppofition, which appeared in this affembly, was 
brow-beaten and fuppre!fed; and Edward was crown .. 
cd king, with every demonftration of duty and a.ffec .. 
tion. 

THE triumph of the Englifh, upon this fignal and de
cifive advantage, was at firft attended with fome infult 

and 
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~ H A P. and violence againll the Danes; but the king, by the 
~ mildnefs of his charatler, foon reconciled the latter to 

his adminifiration, and the difiinCl:ion between the two 
n::.tions gradually difappeared. The Danes were inter
fperfed with the Englifu in mofi of the provinces; they 

fpoke nearly the fame language; they difFered little in 

their manners and laws ; domeftic diffentions in Den
mark prevented, for fome years, any powerful in
v'afioh from thence, which might awaken pafr animofi
ties; and as the Norman conqueft, which enfued foon 
after, reduced both nations to equal fubjeB:ion, there is 

no farther mention in hifiory of any difFerence between 
them. The joy, however, of their prefent deliverance 

made fuch imprefiion on the minds of the Englilh, that 

they infiituted an annual fefiival for celebrating that great 

event; and it was obferved in fome counties, even to the 

time of Spellman u. 

THE popularity, which Edward enjoyed on his accef

fion, was not defi:royed by the firft aet of his adminifha
tion, his· refuming all the grants of his immediate prede
ceflors; an attempt, which is commonly attended with 

the mofi: dangerous confequenccs. The poverty of the 
crown convinced the nation, that this aB: of violence was 
become abfolutely necefEtry; 4nd as the lofs fell chiefly 
on the Danes, who had obtained large grants from the 
late kings, their countrymen, on account of their ferviccs 

in fubduing the kingdom, the Englifu were rather pleafed 
to fee them reduced to their primitive poverty. The 
king's feverity alfo towards his mother, the queen-dow
ager, though expofed to fome more cenfure, met not 
with very general difapprobation. He had hitherto lived 

on indifferent terms with that princefs: He accufed her 
of neglec:l:ing him and his brother during their adverfe 
fortune vr : He remarked, that, as the fuperior qualities 

u Spellm. Gloff.uy in verbo Hocday. w Anglia SaGra, vol. i. 

P· 237• of 
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of Canute, and his better treatment of her, had made her C H A P• 
tntirely indifferent to the memory of Ethelred, fhe alfo ~ 
gave the preference to her children of the fecond bed, and 
always regarded Hardicanute as her favourite. The fame 
riafons had probably made her unpopu~ar in England; 
and though her benefactions to the monk~ obtained her 
the favour of that order, the nation was not, in general, 
difpleafed to fee her firipped by Edward of immenfe trea-
fures which fhe had amaffed. He confined her, during 
the remainder of her life, in a monaftery at Winchefier; 
but carried his rigour againfi her no farther. The ftories 
of his accufing her of a participation in her fon Alfred's 
murder, and of a criminal cortefpondence with the bifhop 
of Winchefier, and alfo of her jufiifying herfelf by tread-
ing barefoot, without receiving any hurt, over nine 
burning plough-lhares, were the inventions of the monkilh 
hifiorians, and were propagated and believed from the filly 
wonder of poil:erity x. 

THE Englilh flattered themfelves, that, by the accef .. 
fion of Edward, they were delivered for ever from the 
dominion of foreigners; but they foon found, that this 
evil was not yet entirely removed. The king had been 
educated in Normandy; and had contracted many inti
macies with the natives of that country, as well as an 
affection for their manners r. The court of England was 
foon filled with N orrnans, who, being difiinguifhed both 
by the favour of Edward, and by a degree of cultivation 
fuperior to that which was attained by the Englilh in 
thofe ages, foon rendered their language, cufl:oms, and 
Jaws falhionable in the kingdom. The fiudy of the 
French tongue became general amonf, the people. The 
courtters affected to imitate that tion in their drefs, 
equipage, and entertainments: Even the lawyers em
ployed a forei gn language in their deeds and papers z : 
But above all, the church felt the influence and do .. 

X I •' ' . p. 277• y Jngulf, p. 6~. z. Ibid. 
VoL. I, M minion 
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c H A P. minion of thofe !hangers: Ulf and William, two Nor ... 
III. 1 b h k' ' h 1 . '---y----1 mans, who had former y een t e mg s c ap ams, were 

created bithops of Dorchefrer and London. Robert, a 

Norman allo, was promoted to the fee of Canterbury Y, 

and always enjoyed the highefl: favour of his mafter, of 

which his abi-lities rendered him not unworthy. And 

though the king's prudence, or his want of authority,. 

made him confer almoft aU the civil and military em
p1oyments on the natives, the ecclefiaftical preferments 

fell often to the £hare of the N ormans ; and a'S the latter 

poflcffcd Edward's confidence, they had fecretly a great 

influence on pubJic affairs, and excited the jealoufy of the 

Engli!h,. particularly of earl Godwin z. 

THIS powerful nobleman, befides being cl't,ke or earl of 

W cffex, had the counties of Kent and S uffex annexed to 

his government. His eldefl: fon, Sweyn, poffe.ffed the 
fame authority in the counties of Oxford, Berks, Glocef

ter, and Hereford : And Harold, his fecond fon, was duke 

of Ea£1:-Anglia, and at the fame time governor of Effex. 

The great authority of this family was fupported by im

menfe poffcffions and powerful alliances ; and the abili

ties,. as well as ambition, of Godw~n h.imfelf, contributed 

to render it £till more dangerous.. A prince of greater 
capacity and vigour than Edw:ard, would have found it 

difficult to fupport the dignity of the crown under fuch 

c::ircumfl:ances; and as the haughty temper of Godwin 

made h~m ofteR fo:-get the refpecr dtie to his prince, 
Et!ward's animofity againfr him was grounded on perfonal 
as well as political confiderations,.on recent a~ well as more 
ancient inj urics~ The king,. in purfuance of his engage

ments, had indeed man:ied Editha,. the daughter of God

win a ; but this alli.ancc became a frefh fourcc of en .. 

mity between them. Edward's hatred of the father was 

transferred to that princefs; and EJitha, though pof-

Y Chrnn. Sax-. p. 16r. z W. Maim~ p. 8o. a Chron. 

Sox p. 1 Si· 
8 fefLech 
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feffed of many amiable accomplifhments, could never ac- C H A P. 
III. quire the confidence and affection of her hufband. It is "--..r--J 

even pretended, that, during the whole courfe of her life, 
he :.:bllained from all commerce of love with her; and 
fuch was the abfurd admiration paid to an inviolable 
chafrity during thofe ages, that his conduct in this par- Io4S. 

ticular is highly celebrated by the monkilh hifl:orians, 

and greatly contributed to his acquiring the title of faint 
and confeffor b. 

THE mofr popular pretence on which Godwin could 
ground his difaffeB:ion to the king and his adminifl:ra
tion, was to complain of the influence of theN onnans in 
the government; and a declared oppofition had thence 
arifen between him and thefe favourites. It was not long 
before this animofity broke into action. Euihce, count of 
Bologne, having paid a vifit to the king, paffed by Dover 
in his return : One of his train, being refufed entrance 
to a lodging, which had been affigned him, attempted 
to make his way by force, and in the contefr he wounded 
the mafter of the houfe. The inhabitants revenged 
this infult by the death of the frranger; the count and 
his train took arms, and murdered the wounded townf
man; a tumult enfued; near twenty perfons were killed 
on each fide; and Euftace, being overpowered by num
bers, was obliged to fave his life by flight from the fury 
·of the populace. He hurried immediately to court and 
complained of the ufage he had met with : The king 
entered zcaloufly into the q uarreJ, and was highly difpleafed 
that a £!ranger of fuch diftinB:ion, whom he had invited over 
to his court, fuould, without any jufi caufe, as he believed, 
have felt fo fenfibly the infolencc and animofity of his 
people. He' gave orders to Godwin, in whofe govern
ment Dover lay, to repair immediately to the place, and to 

b W. Malm. p. So. Higden, p. 'l1i• Abbas Rieval. p. 366. 377• Matth. 
\V er. . p. :n I. Chron. Thorn, Wykes, p. ·u. An~lia Sacta, vu!. I. p. z.p. 

· 1V1 2 puniih 
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C H A P. puni!h the inhabitants for the crime : But Godwin, who 
llf. r. h 1 d'r ; 

'---y--1 defired rather to encourage, than repre1s, t e popu ar !iCOn-
tents againfr foreigners, refufed obedience, and endeavoured 

to throw the whole blame of the riot on the count of Bo

logne, and his retinue c. Edward, touched in fo fenfible a 
point, faw the necefiity of exerting the royal authority; and 

he threatened God win, if he perfifred in his difobedience, 

to make him feel the utmofr effeB:s of his refentment. 

THE earl, perceiving a rupture to be unavoidable, and 

pleafed to embark in a caufe, where, it was likely, he 

fhould be fupported by his countrymen, made prepara

tions for his own defence, or rather for an attack on Ed
ward. Under pretence of repreffing forne diforders on the 

Wel!h frontier, he fecretly affembled a great. army, and' 

was approaching the king, who refided, without any mi

litary force, and without fufpicion, at Glocefter d. Ed
ward applied for protection to Siward, duke of North

umberland, and Leofric, duke of Mercia, two powerfut 

noblemen, whofe jealoufy of God win's greatnefs, as wen 

as their duty to the crown, engaged them to defend the 

king in this extremity. They hafiened to him with fuch 
of thei:r followers as they could a:ffem ble on a fudden ; an<t 

finding the danger much greater than they had at firfr ap
prehended, they ifl"ued orders for muflering all the forces 

within their refpechve governments, and for marching 

them without delay to the defence of the king's perfon :md 

authority. Edward, meanwhile, endeavoured to gain time' 

by ne:gociation; while Godwin, who thought the king 

entirely in his power, and who was willing to fave appear

ances, fell into the fnare; and not fenfible, that he ought 

to have no farther referve aftrr he had proceeded fo far, 

he lofi the favourable opportunity of rendering himfel£ 

mafier of the government. 

c Chron. S1x. p. 163. W. Mal m. p. 8 t. Higden, p. 279• 

d Chron .. Sax. p. 163. \V. Malm.p. \!1. 
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THE Englilh, though they had no high idea of Ed-C H A P. 
h. rr .n.· UI. ward's vigour and capacity, bore 1m great arrel.:.uon on "--...r---J 

account of his humanity, jufiice, and piety, as well as 
the long race of their native kings., from whom he 
was defcended ; and they hafiened from all quarters to 
defend him from the prefent danger. His army was now 
fo confiderable, that he ventured to take the fiek] ; and 
marching to London, he fummoned a great council to 
judge of the rebellion of Godwin and his fons. Thcfe 
noblemen pretended at fidl: that they were ~illing 
to fiand their trial ; but having in vain endeavoured 
t'O make tllei-r adherents perfift in rebellion, they of-
fered to come to London, provided they might re-
ceive hofiages for their fafety : This propofal being re-
j~Cl:ed, they were obliged to di!band the remains of their 
forces, and have recourfe to flight. Baldwin, earl of 
Flanders, gave proteCtion to Godwin and his three fons, 
Gurth, Sweyn, and Tofii; the latter of whom had mar-
ried the daughter of that prince: Harold and Leofwin, 
two others of his fons, took !helter in Ireland. The efiates 
of the father and fons were confifcatcd : Their govern-
ments were given to others: Q.1een Editha was confined 
in a monaftery at Warewel : And the greatnefs of this 
family, once fo formidable, feemed now to be totally 
fupplanted and overthrown. 

BuT Godwin had fixed his authority on too firm a 
bafis, and he was too flrongly fupported by alliances 
both foreign and domefiic, not to .occafion farther difi:urb
ances, and make new efforts for his rc-cfi:abldhment. 
The earl of Flanders permitted him to purchafe and hire 
fhips within his harbours; and Godwin, having manned 
them with his followers, and with free-booters of all na
tions, put to fea, and attempted to make a defcent at 
Sandwich. 'fbe king, informed of his preparations, had 
equipped a confiderable fleet, much fuperior to that of 

I\1 3 the 
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c H A P. the enemy; and the earl hafi:ily, before their appearance, 

~made his retreat into the Flemi{h harbours e. T'he Eng
]j{h court, allured by the prefent fecurity, and deftitute 

of all vio-orous counlels, allowed the feamen to dilband, 
0 

and the fleet to go to decay f; while Godwin, expecting 

this event, kept his men in readinefs for action. He put 

to fea immediately, and failed to the Hie of Wight, where 

he was joined by Harold with a fquadron, which that 

nobleman had collected in Ireland. He was now mafier 

of the fea; and entering every harbour in the fouthern 

coafi, he feized all the lhips 1!' and fummoned his follow

ers in thofe counties, which had fo long been fubject to 

his government, to affift him in procuring j ufiice to 

himfelf, his family, and his country, againft the tyranny 

of foreigners. Reinforced by great numbers from all 
quarters, he entered the Thames; and appearing before 

London, threw every thing into confufton. The king 

alone feemed refolutc to defend himfelf to the lafr extre

mity; but the interpofttion of the Engli!h nobility, many 

of whom favoured Godwin's pretenftons, made Edward 

hearken to terms of accommodation; and the feigned 

hum.ility of the ea!l, who difclaimed all intentions of of

ferinE, violence to his fovereign, and deftred only to jufrify 

himfclf by a fair and open trial, paved the way for his 

more eafy admiffion. It was fiipulated, that he iliould 

give hofiages for his good behaviour, and that the pri

mate and all the foreigners {hould be baniihed: By this 

treaty, the prefent danger of a civil war was obviated, 

but the authority of the crO\vn was conftderably impaired 

or rather entirely annihilated. Edward, fenftble that he 

h~d not power fufficient to fecure Godwin's hofl:ages in 

England, fent them over to his kinfman, the young duke 

of P ormand y. 

e Sim, DuR. P· 186. I Chron. Sax. p. 166. ~ Jbi.J. 
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GonWIN's death, which happened foon after, while he c H A P. 
lll. 

was fitting at table with the king, prevented him from '---y--1 

farther efrablilhing the authority which he had acquired, 
and from reducing Edward to frill greater fubjeB:ion *. 
He was fucceeded in the government of Weffex, Suffcx, 
Kent, and Effex, and in the office of fieward of the 
houfehold, a place -of g.reat power, by his fon, Harold, 
who was aB:uated by an ambition equal to that of his fa-
ther, and was fuperior to him in addrefs, in infi.nuation, 
~nd in :virtue. By a modefi and gentle demcanor, he ac-
quired the good-will of Edward; at leafr, foftened tha-t 

hatred which the prince had fo long borne his family h; 

.and gaining every day new partizans by his bounty and 

.-affability, he proceeded, in a more fi.lent, and therefore a 
more dangerous manner, to the encreafe of his authority. 

The king, who had not fufficient vigour diretl.ly to op-
pofe his progrefs, knew of no other expedient than that 
hazardous one, of r.aifing him a rival in :the family of 
Leofric, duke of Mercia, whofe fon, Algar, was invefred 
with the government of Eafi-Angli~ which, before the ba-
~ ilhment of Harold, had belonged to the latter nobleman .. 
But this policy, of balancing oppofi.te parties, req.uircJ a 
more fieady hand to manage it than that of Edward, 
.and naturally produced faction, and even civi~ .broils, 
.among nobles of fuch mighty and independant authority. 
Algar was foon after expelled his government by the in-
trigues and power of Harold ; but being protected by 
Griffith, prince of Wales, who had married his daughter. 
as well as by the power of his father, Leofric, he obliged 
Harold to fubmit to an accommodatiGn., and was reinfrated 

in the government of Eafr-Anglia.. Th.is peace was not 
()f long duration: Harold, taking advantage of Leofric's 
death, which happened foon after, expelled Algar anew~ 
2nd banilhed him the kingdom: And though that noble-

•nan made a frelh irruption ir~to Eafr-Anglia with an 

• ~ee not [E] at tbe enJ of the volume. 

!\I 4 
h Brompton, p. 948. 
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c H A P. army of Norwegians, and over-ran the country, his death 
HI. fi d '---:v--1 foon freed Harold from the preten 10ns of fo angerous a 

JOS5• 

rival, Edward, the eldefr fon of Algar, was indeed ad
vanced to the government of Mercia ; but the balance, 

which the king defired to eftabliili between thofe potent 

families, was wholly lofr, and the influence of Harold 

great] y preponderated, 

THE death of Siward, duke of Northumberland, made 

the way frill more open to the ambition of that nobleman, 

Siward, befides his other merits, had acquired honour to 

England, by his fuccefsful condu8: in the only foreign 

cnterprize undertaken during the reign of Edward. Dun

can, king of Scotland, was a prince of a gentle difpofi

tion, but pofleffed not the genius requifite for governing 

a country fc tarbulent, and fo much infeficd by the in
trigues and ar.. imofities of the great. Macbcth, a power-, 

ful nobleman, and nearly allied to the crown, not content 

with curbing the king's authority, carried fiill farther his 
pefiilent ambition : He put his fovereign to death; chaced 

1v1alcolm K.enmore, his fon and heir, into England ; and 

ufurped the crown. Siward, whofe daughter was mar

tied to Duncan, embraced, by Edward!s orders, the pro

tection of th is difireffed family : He marched an army 

into Scotlahd ; and having defeated and killed Macbet~ 
in battle, he refiored Malcolm to the throne of ~'lis an
cefiors h. 1'his fervice, added to his former connections 

with the royal family of Scotland, brought a great accef~ 

.fion to the authority of Siward in the north ; but as ho 
pad lofr his eldefi fon, O!bern, in the action with !viac

peth, it proved in the iffue fatal to his family. His fe~ 
~ond fon, Walthoef, appeared, on his father's death, too 
foung to be entrufied with the government of Northum-

h W. Maim, p. 'i9· Hoveden, p. 443• Chron. Mailr. p. 158. Ba· 

iP~p.an~ f• 1 J 5• ~dit. 17 I 5• 
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berland; and Harold's influence obtained that dukedom~ HA P. 

for his own brother Tofri. 
THERE are two circumfi:anccs related of Si ward, which 

rlifcovcr his high fenfe of honour, and his martial difpofi
tion. When intelligence was brought him of his fon Of
berne's death, he was inconfolable; till he heard, that 
the wound was received in the breaft, and that he had 
behaved with great gallantry in the aCl:ion. When he 
found his own death approaching, he ordered his iervants 
to clothe him in a complete fuit of armour; and fitting 
erect on the couch, with a fpear in his hand, declared, 
that, in that pofture, the only one worthy of a warrior, 
pe would patiently avvait the fatal moment. 

THE king, now worn out with cares and infirmities, 
felt himfelf far advanced in the decline of life; and ha mg 
no i!fue himfelf, began to think of appointing a fucccffor 
to the kingdom. He fent a deputatton to Hungary, o 
invite over his nephew, EdwarJ, fon of h1s elder bro
ther, and the only remain1ng heir of the Saxon line. 
Tpat prince, whofe fucceffion to the crown would h~ve 
been eafy and undifputed, came to England with his ;ll]

dren, Edgar, furnamcd Atheling, Margaret and Chrifri
na; but his death, which happened a few days after his 
arrival, threw the king into new difficulties. He r~lW, 
that the great power and ambition of Harold had temp t"'d 
him to think of obtaining poffcffion of the t~ron " on the 
firfi: vacancy, and that Edgar, on accoun of h1s y u ~h 
and inexperience, was very nfit to oppofe the prc ~a

lions of fo popular and enterprifing a riva~. Tn~ ani•no
fity, which he had long borne to earl Godwin, maJe him 
~verfe to the fucceffion of his fon; and he could not, 
without extreme reluCl:ance, ,th ink of an encrcafe 01 gr,,n
deur to a family, which haa , [~ on the ruins f royal 
authority, and which, by the m.F~er of Alfred, h1~ .o
ther~ 4ad contnbu~ed fo rp.uch to the weakeni g o. !C 

Sax on 

JII. 

~ 
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C H A P. Saxon line. In this uncertainty, he fecretly caft his eye 
HI. 

'--y--1 towards his kinfman, William duke of Normandy, as the 
only perfon whofe power, and reputation, and capacity, 

could fupport any deteftation, which he might make in 
his favour, to the exclufion of Harold, and his family'· 

THIS famous prince was natural fon of Robert, duke 

of Normandy, hy Harlotta, daughter of a tanner in Fa .. 

bife k, and was very early eftablilhed in that grandeur, 

from which his birth feemed to have fet hi~ at fo great a 

<liftance. \Vhile he was but n:nc years of age, his father 

had refolved to undertake a pilgrimage to J crufalem; a 

falhionable aa of devotion, which had taken place of the 
pilgrimages to Rome, and which, as it was attended 

with more difficulty and danger, and carried thofe re

ligious adventurers to the firft fources of Chriftianity, ap
p~:ared to them more meritorious. Before his departure, 

he affembled the ftates of the dutchy _; and informing 

them of his defign, he engaged them to f wear alle

giance to his natural fon, William, whom, as he had 
no legitimate iffue, he intended, in cafe he lhould die ill 
the pilgrimage, to leave fucceffor to his dominions 1• As 
he was a prudent prince, he could not but forefee the 

great inconveniences which muft attend this journey, and 

this fcttlement of his fucceffion ; arifing from the perpetual 

turbulency of the great, the cbims of other branches of 

the ducal family, and the power of the French monarch: 

But all thefe confidcrations were furmounted by the pre

vailing zeal for pilgrimages m; and probably, the more 

important they were, the more would Robert exult in 
facrificing them to what he imagined to be his religious 

duty. 

THIS prince, as he had a~•t)rehended, died in his pil
grimage; and the minority of his fon was attended with 

I Jngulf, p. 68. k ~rompton, p. 910. 1 W. MJlm. r· 95. 
m Ypod. x~uft. r· 451. 
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all thofe diforders, which were almofr unavoidable in C H A P. 
Ill. hat iituation. The licentious nobles, freed from the '--v----J 

awe of fovereign authority, broke out into perfonal ani-
mofities againfl: each other, and made the whole country 
a fcene of war and devafl:ation "· Roger, count of Toni, 
and Alain, count of Britanny, advanced claims to the 
dominion of the frate ; and Henry I. king of France, 
thought the opportunity favourable for reducing the power 
of a vaffal, who had originally acquired his fettlement in fo 
violent and invidious a manner, and who had long ap-
peared formidable to his fovereign o. The regency efta-
bli!hed by Robert encountered grea difficulties in fupport-
ing the government under this complication of dangers ,; 
and the young prince, when he came to maturity, found 
himfelf reduced to a very low condition. But the great 
q uaJ ities, which he foon difplayed in the field and in the 
cabinet, gave encouragement to his friends, and ihuck a 
terror into his enemies. He oppofed himfelf on all fides 
againft his rebellious fu bjeCl:s, and againft foreign in-
vaclers; and by his valour and conduct prevailed in every 
action. He obliged the French king to grant him peace 
on reafonable terms; he expelled all pretenclers to the fo
vereignty; and he reduced his turbulent barons to pay 
fubmiffion to his authority, and to fufpend their mutual 
animofities. The natural feverity of h~s temper appeared 
in a rigorous adminifl:ration ofjuftice; and having found 
the happy effects of this plan of government, without 
which the laws in thofe ages became totally impotent, he 
regarded it as a fixed maxim, that an inflexibla conduct 
was the firft duty of a fovcreign. 

THE tranquillity, which he had ef!:abli:lhed in his do
minions, had given Wi11iam leifure to pay a vifit to the 
king of E ngland during the time of Godwin's banilh-

n W. M'lllm. p. 9.5'• Gul. Gemet. lib, 7· cap. 1. 

o W, Maim. p. 97• 

ment; 
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c H A P. ment; and he was received in a manner fuitable to the 

~great reputation which he had acquired, to the relation 

by which he was conneCl:ed with Edward, and to the 

obligations which that prince owed to his family P. On 
the return of God win, and the expulfion of the Norman 

favourites, Robert, archbifhop of Canterbury, had, be

fore hi3 departure, perfuaded Ed ward to think of adopt

ing William as his fucce!for; a counfel, which was fa

voured by the king's averfion to Godwin, his prepo[ef

fions for the Normans, and his efieem of the duke. 

That prelate, therefore, received a commiffion to inform 

\Villiam of the king's intentions in his favour ; and he 

was the firft perfon that opened the mind of the prince 
to entertain thofe ambitious hopes q. But Edward, ir

refolute and feeble in his purpofe, finding that the Eng .. 

liih would more eafily acquiefce in the refi:oration of the 

Saxon line, had, in the mean time, invited his brother's 

clefcendants from Hungary, with a view of hav:ng them 

recognized heirs to the crown. The death of his ne

phew, and the inexperience and unpromifing qualities of 

young Edgar, made him ref ume his former intentions in 

favour of the duke of Normandy; though his averfion to 

hazardous enterprizes engaged him to poftpone the exe· 

cution, and even to keep his purpofe fecret from all his 

minifiers. 
HAROLD, mean while, proceeded, after a more open 

manner, in encreafing his popularity, in eftab1iihing his 

power, and in preparing the way for his advancement on 

the firfr vacancy; an event which, from the age and in· 

nrmities of the king, appeared not very difi:ant. But 

there was frill an obftacle, which it was requifite for him 

previoufly to overcome. Earl Godwin, when rcftored to 

P Hoveden, p. 44:z. Ingulf, p. 65. Chron. Mailr. p. '57· Higden, 

J>· Z79· q lngulf, p. 68. Gul, Genut. lib. 7• cap. 31. Order. 

Vitalis1 p. 49~• 
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his power and fortune, had given hoftages for his good c H A P. , r d Ill. behaviour; and among the refl: one 10n an one grandfon, ~ 
whom Edward, for greater fecurity, as has been related, 
bad configned to the cufi:ody of the duke of Normandy. 
Harold, though not aware of the duke's being his competi-
tor, was uneafy, that fuch near relations fhould be detained 
prifoners in a foreign country; and he was afraid, left 
William fhould, in favour of Edgar, retain thefe pledges 
as a check on the ambition of any other pretender. He 
reprefented, therefore, to the king, his unfeigned fubmif-
fion to royal authority, his fteady duty to his prince, and 
the little neceffity there was, after fuch a- uniform trial , 
of his obedience, to detain any longer thofe hoftages, 
who had been required on the firft compofing of civil 
difcords. By thefe topics, enforced by his great power, 
he extorted the king's confent to releafe them; and in 
order to effect his purpofe, he immediately proceeded, 
with a numerous retinue, on his journey to Normandy. 
A tempeft drove him on the territory of Guy count of 
Ponthieu, who, being informed of his quality, immedi-
ately deta:ned him prifoner, and demanded an exorbitant 
fum for hii ranfom. Harold found means to convey in
telligence of his fituation to the duke of Normandy; and 
reprefented, that, while he was proceeding to his court, 
in execution of a commiffion from the king of England, 
he had met with this harlh treatment from the mercenary 
difpofition of the count of Ponthieu. 

WILLIAM was immediately fenfible of the importance 
of the incident. He forefaw, that, if he could once 
gain Harold, either by favours or menaces, his way to 
the throne of England would be open, and Edward would 
meet with no farther obftacle in executing the favourable 
intentions, which he had entertained in his behalf. He fent, 
therefore, a meffenger to Guy, in order to demand the 
liberty of his prifoner; and that nobleman, not daring 
to refufe fo great a prince, put Harold into the hands of 

the 
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C H A P. the Norman, who conduB:ed him to Roiien. William 
~received him with every demonihation of refpeCt: and 

friendlhip; and after {howing himfelf difpofed to comply 

with his defire, in delivering up the hofiages, he took 

an opportunity of difclo!ing to him the great fecret, of 
his pretenfions to the crown of England, and of the will 

which Edward intended to make in his favour. He de

fired the affifiance of Harold in perfecting that defign ; 

he made profeffions of the utmoft gratitude in return for 

fo great an obligation; he promifed that the prefent gran

deur of Harold's family, which fupported itfelf with dif

ficulty under the jealoufy and hatred of Edward, fuould 

receive new encreafe from a fucceifor, who would be fo 

greatly beholden to him for his advancement. Harold 

was furprized at this declaration of the duke; but being 

fenfible that he !hould never recover his own liberty, 

much lefs that of his brother and nephew, if he refufed 

the d~mand, he feigned a compliance with William, re
nounced all hopes of the crown for himfelf, and profeffed 

his finccre intention of fupporting the will of Edward, 

and feconding the pretenfions of the duke of Normandy. 

WilUam, to bind him fafier to his intere s, befides offer

ing him one of his daughters in marriage, required him 

to take an oath, that he would fulfil his promifes; and 

in order to render the oath more obligatory, he employed 

2n artifice, well fuited to the ignorance and fuperfrition 

of the age. He fecretly conveyed under the altar, on 

which Harold agreed to fwear, the reliques of fome of 

the mofi revered martyrs; and when Harold had taken 

the oath, he :iliowed him the reliques, and admonifhed 

him to obferve religioufly an engagement, which had 

been ratified by fo tremendous a fanCl:ion r. The Englifh 

nobleman was afionifhed; but diifembling his concern, 

r Wace, p. 459, 46c. MS. penrs Co.rte, P• 3;1. W. Maim. p. 93• 

tl. •f!unt. p. "66. r oveden, p. 449• Brompton, p. 947· 
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e renewed the fame profeffions, and was difmiffed with c H A P 

all the marks of mutual confidence by the duke of Nor-~ 
mandy. 

WHEN Harold found himfelf at liberty, his ambition 
fuggefted cafuiftry fufficient to j ufi:ify to him the violation 
of an oath, which had been extorted from him by fear, 
and which, if fulfilled, might be attended with the fub
jeCl:ion of his native country to a foreign power. He 
continued frill to pracrife every art of popularity; to en
t::reafe the number of his partizans; to reconcile the 
minds of the Englilh to the idea of his fucceffion; to 
revive their hatred of the N ormans; and by an off:enta
tion of his power and influence, to deter the timorous 
Edward from Clleecuting his intended deftination in favour 
of Will iam. Fortune, about this time, threw two in
cidents in his way, by which he was enabled to acquire 
general favour, and to encreafe the charatl:er, which he 
had already attained, of virtue and abilities. 

THE Wellh, though a Jefs formidable enemy than the 
Danes, had long been accufiomed to infeft the weftern 
borders; and after committing fpoil on the low countrie , 
they ufually made a hafiy retreat into their mountains, 
where they were ibeltered from the purfuit of their ene~ 
mies, and were ready to feizc the firfi favourable oppor
tunity of renewing their depredations. Griffith, the 
reigning prince, had greatly difiinguifhed himfelf in thofe 
incurfions; anti his name had become fo terrible to the 
Engliili, that Harold found he could do nothing more 
acceptable to the pub;ic, and more honourable for him
felf, than the fuppreffing of fo dangerous an enemy. f!e 
formed the plan of an expedition againfl: Wales; and 
having prepared fome light-armed foot to purfue the na
tives into their fafindfes, fome cavalry to fcour the open 
country, and a fq uadron of £hips to attac~ the fea-coafr, 
he employed at once all thefe forces againfl: the \Velfh, 

profecuted 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. profecuted his advantages with vigour, made no intermir.. 

~ fion in his affaults, and at Iafr reduced. the enemy to ~uch 
di(hefs, that, in order to prevent their total defrrucbonj 

they made a facrifice of their prince, whofe head they cut 

off, and fent to Harold ; and they were content to receive 

as their fovereigns two W elfh noblemen appointed by 
Edward to rule over them. The other incident was no 

lefs honourable to Harold. 
TosTI, brother of this nobleman, who had been created 

duke of North.umberland, being of a violent, tyran

nical temper, had aB:ed with fuch cruelty and injufiice, 
that the inhabitants rofe in rebelliQ>n, and chafed him 

from his government. Morcar and Edwin, two brothers, 

who poffeffed great power in thofe parts, and who 

were grandfons of the great duke, Leofric, concurred in 

the infurret!ion; and the former, being elcB:ed duke, 

advanced with an army, to oppofe Harold, who was 
commiffioned by the king to reduce and chafiife the Nor. 

thumbrians. Before the armies came to aCtion, l\1orcar, 

well acquainted with the generous difpofition of the Eng
lilh commander, endeavoured to juftify his own conduct. 

He reprefented to Harold, that Tofii had behaved in a 
manner unworthy of the fiation to which he was advanced, 

and ne:> one, not even a brother, could fupport fuch 

tyranny, without participating, in fome degree, of the 

infamy attending it; that theN orthumbrians, accufromed 

to a legal adminifrration, and regarding it as their birth

right, were willing to fubmit to the king, but required a 
governor who would pay regard to their rights and privi

leges; that they had been taught by their ancefrors, that 

death was preferable to fervitude, and had taken the 

field determined to perilh, rather than fuffer a renewal of 

thofe indignities, to which they had f'-) long been expofed; 

:and they trufred, that Harold, on refLB:ion, would not 

defend in another that violent conduEI:, from which he 

himfelf, in his own government, had always kept at fo 
great 
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gteat a difi:ance. This vigorous remonflrance was ac- C H A P. 

companied with fuch a detail of facts, fo well fupported, ~ 
that Harold found it prudent to abandon his brother's 
caufe; and returning to Edward, he perfuaded him to 
pardon the Northumbrians, and to confirm !\1orcar in the 
government. He even married the fifrer of that nob}~ ... 
man t; and by his interefi: procured Edwin, the younger 
brother, to be eleCl:ed into the government of Mercia, 
Tofi:i in rage departed the kingdom, and took ihelter in 
Flanders with earl Baldwin, his father-in law. 

BY this marriage, Harold broke all meafures with the 
duke of Normandy; and "\Villiam clearly perceived, that 
he could no longer rely on the oaths and promifes, which 
he had extorted from him. But the Engliih nobleman 
was now in fuch a fituation, that he deemed it no 
longer neceffary to diffemble. He had, in his conduCt 
towards the Northumbrians, given fuch a fpecimen 
of his moderation as had gained him the affections of 

his countrymen. He faw, that almofi: all England was 
engaged in his interefis; while he himfelf poffeifed the 
government of Weffex, Morcar that of Northumberland~ 
'and Edwin that of Mercia. He now openly 2fpired to 
the fucceffion; and infifted, that, fince it was neceffary, 
by the confeffion of all, to fet afide the royal family, o 
account of the imbecility of Edgar, the foie furviving heir, 
there was no one fo capable of filling the throne, as a 
nobleman, of great power, of mature age, of long expe
rience, of approved courage and abilities, who, being a 
native of the kingdom, would effectually fecure it againfi: 
the dominion and tyranny of foreigners. Edward~ brokep. 
with age and infirmities, faw the difficulties too great for 
him to encounter; and though his inveterate prepoifeffions 
kept him from feconding the pretenfions of Harold, he 
took but feeble and irrefolute fi:eps for fecuring the fuc
ceflion to the duke of Normandy"*· While he continued 

t Order. Vltali&, p 491, 
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C H A P. in this uncertainty, he was furprifed by fickncfs, which 

~.__~1~ brouo-ht him to his grave, on the fifth of January 1 o66, 
--,r-- 0 fi . 

in the fixty-fifth year of his age, and twenty- fth of h1s 

reign. 
'I'HIS prince, to whom the monks give the title of 

faint and confefior, was the lafl: of the Saxon line, that 
ruled in England. 'T"hough his reign was peaceable 
and fortunate, he owed h;s profperity lefs to his own abi

lities than to the conj unetures of the times. The Danes, 
employed irt other enterprizcs, attempted not thofe incur
fions, which had been fo troublcfome to all his predecef

fors, and fatal to fome of them. The facility of his 
oifpofition made him acquiefce under the government of 
Godwin, and his fon Harold ; and the abilities, as well 

as the power of thefe noblemen, enabled them, while 

they were entrufte~ with authority, to preferve domefiic 

peace and tranquillity. The mofi commendable circum
fiance of Edward's government was his attention to the 

adminifrration of juftice, and his compiling for that pur

pofe a body of laws, which he collected from the laws of 

Ethelbert, Ina, and Alfred. This compilation, though 
JI\OW loft (for the laws that pafs under Edward's name 
were compofed afterwards n) was long the objeCl: of 

affe8:ion to the Engliili nation. 
EDW ARD the Confelfor was the firfl: that touched for 

the king's evil : The opinion of his fanC!ity procured be
lief to this cure among the people : His fucceffors regard

ed it as a part of their ftate and grandeur to uphold the 
fame opinion. It has been continued down to our time; 
and the praCtice was firft dropped by the prefent royal 

fa~1ily, who obferved, that it could no longer give amaze

ment even to the populace, and was attended with ridi
cule in the eyes of all men of underftanding. 

u Spelm. in verbo Be//jvp, 

HAROLD. 
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H A R 0 L D had fo well prepared matters before the 
death of Edwan1 1 that he immediately :ftcpped 

into the vacant throne; and his acceffion was attended 
with as little oppofition and difiurbance, as if he had fuc
ceeded by the mo:ft undoubted hereditary title. The citi
zens of London were his zealous partizans : The bifhops 
and clergy had adopted his caufe : And all the powerful 
nobility, conneCl:cd with him by alliance or friendlhip, 
willingly feconded his pretenfions. The title of Edgar 
.A.theling, was fcarcely mentioned : 1\l.luch Jcfs, the claim 
of the duke of Normandy: Ana Harold, affcmbiing hi~ 
partizans, received the crown from their hands, without 
waiting for the free deliberation of the fiates, or regularly 
fubmitting the q uefiion to their determination w. If 
any were averfe to this meafure, they were obliged 
to conceal their fentiments; and the new p:-ince, taking 
a general filence for confent, and founding his. title 
on the fuppofed fuffrages of the people, which ap
peared unanimous, was~ on the day immediately fuc
cecding Edward's de01th, crowned and anointed King, 
by Aldred, archbilhop of York. The whole nation 
feemed joyfully to acquiefce in his elevation. 

THE fir:ft fymptoms of danger~ which the king difco
vered, came from abroad, and from his own brother, 
Tofii, who had fubmitted to a voluntary b:mifhment in 
Flanders. Enraged at the fuccefsful ambition of Harold, 
to which he himfelf had fallen a victim, he filled the court 
of Bald win with complaints of the inj uitice, which he had 

w G. Pia. p. 196. Ypod. Ncull-. p. 436. Onb. Vit <lis, p 492 .. 
M. Weft. p. 221. W. Ivfa~rr. p. 93· lngulf, p. 68. Brorrp:o:., p. 957• 
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Harold was regularly elected by the ftates: St'mr, that Edward left him hia 
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C Hnf. P. fuffered : He engaged the interefl: of that family againfi his 

~brother: He endeavoured to form intrigues with fome of 

the difcontentcd nobles in England : He fent his emiffaries 

to Norway, in order to rouze to :urns the free- hooters of 

that kingdom, and to excite their hopes of reaping advantage 

from the unfettled fi:ate of affairs on the ufurpation of the 

new king: And that he might render the Cotl)bination 

more formidable, he made a journey to Normandy; in 

expectation tbat the duke, who had married Matilda, 

another daughter of Baldwin, would, in revenge of his 

own wrongs, as well as thofe of Tofri, fecond, by his 

counfels and forces, the projected invafion of England x. 

THE duke of Normandy, when he firfr received intelli

gence of Harold's intrigues and acceffion, had been 

moved to the highefi: pitch of indignation; but that he 

might give the better colour to his pretenfions, he fent 

an embaffy to England, upbraiding that prince with his 

breach of faith, and fummoning him to refign immedi

ately poffeffion of the kingdom. Harold replied to the 

Norman ambaffadors, that the oath, with which he was 

reproached, had been extorted by the well-grounded fear 

of violence, and could never, for that reafon, be regarded 

as obligatory: That he had had no commiffion, either from 

the late king or the fiates of England, who alone could 

difpofe of the crown, to make any tender of the fucceffion 

to the duke of Normandy; and if he, a private perfon, 

had affumed fo much authority, and had even voluntarily 

fworn to fupport the duke's pretenfions, the oath was un

lawful, and it was his duty to feize the firfi: opportunity 

of breaking it: That he had obtained the t:rown by the 

unanimous fufFrages of the people; and fhould prove him

fclf totally unworthy of their favour, did he not ihenuoufly 

maint:ain thofe national liberties, with whofe protection 

they had cntrufied him: And that the duke, if he made any 

x Order. Vit,dis1 p. 49~. 
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attempt by force of arms, fhould experience the power ofC H A P. 

an united nation, conducted by a prince, who, fenfible ~ 
of the obligations impofed on him by his royal dignity, 
was determined, that the fame moment fhould put a pe-
riod to his life and to his government Y. 

THIS anfwer was no other than William expected; 
and he had previoufly fixed his refolution of making an . 
attempt upon England. Confulting only his courage, 
his refentment, and his ambition, he overlooked all the 
difficulties, infeparable from an attack on a great king
earn by fuch inferior force, and he faw only the circum
ftances, which would facilitate his enterprize. He con .. 
fidered, that England, ever fince the acceffion of Canute, 
had enjoyed profound tranquillity, during a period of near 
fifty years; and it would require time for its foldiet•s, e
nervated by long peace, to learn difcipline, and its get~Vals 
experience. He knew, that it was entirely unprovickd 
with fortified towns, by which it could prolong the war; 
but mufr venture its whole fortune in one decifive action 
againft a veteran enemy, who, being once mafier of the 
.field, would be in a conditio~ to over-run the kingdom. 
He faw that Harold, though he had given proofs of vigour 
and bravery, had newly mounted a throne, which he had 
acquired by faction, from which he had excluded a very 
ancient royal family, and which was likely to totter under 
him by its own infiability, much more if fhaken by any 
violent external impulfe. And he hoped, that the very 
circumf+nnce of his croffing the fea, quitting his own 
country, and leaving himfelf no hopes of retreat~ as it 
would afionifh the enemy by the boldnefs of the enter
prize, would infpirit his foltiiers by de~Jair, and rouze 
them to fufiain the reputation of the Norman arms. 

THE N ormans, as they had long been diftinguifhed by 
valour among all the European nations, had at this tlme 

Y W. Maim. F· 99· Hig~en, p. ;851 Matth. Weft. P• 2-:u.. De Geft, 
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CH A P. attained to the higbeft pitch of military glory. Befide!>ac. 

~ quiring by arms fuch a noble territory in France, befides 
defending it againft continual attempts of the French 

monarch and all its neighbours, befides exerting many 
acts of vigour under their prefent fovereign; they had, 
about this very time, revived their ancient fame, by the 
moft hazardous exploits, ancl tbe mofi: wonderful fuc
ceifes, in the other extremity of Europe. A few Nor. 

man adventurers in !tal y had acq uireJ fuch an afcendant, 
110t only over the Italians and GrecJ....s, but the Germans 

and Saracens, that they expelled r.hofe foreigners, pro .. 

cured to themfelves ample eftabliihrnents, and laid the 
foundation of the opulent kingdom of Naples and Sicily~. 

'I'hefe enterprjzes of men, who w~re all of them vaffals 

in Normandy, many of them baniihed for faB:ion and 

rebellion, excited the ambition of the haughty William; 

who difdained, after fuch examples of fortune and valour, 

to be deterred from making an attack on a neighbouring 

country, where he could be fupported by the whole forco 
of his principality. 

THE fituation alfo of Europe infpired William with 
hopes, that, befides his brave N ormans, he might employ 

againft England the flower of the military force, which 

was difperfed in all the neighbouring fiates. France, 

Germany, and the Low Countries, by the progrefs of the 

feudal infi:itutions, were divided and fubdivided into many 
principalities and baronies; and the poifeifors) enjoying 
the civil jurifdiCl:ion within themfelves, as well :.~s the 

right of arms, aCled, in many refpecrs, as independant 

fovereign~, and maintained their properties and privileges, 

lefs by the authority of laws, than by their own force and 
valour. A military fpirit had univerfally diffufed itfelf 

throughout Europe; and the feveralleaders, whofe minds 

were elevated by their princely fituation, greedily em~ 

z; Gul. Gemet. lib, 7• cap, 30 .. 
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braced the mdl: hazardous enterprizes, and being accuf- c H A P. 

tomed to nothing from their infancy but recitals of the~ 
fuccefs attending wars and battles, they \Vere prompted 

by a natural ambition to imitate thofc adventures, which 
they heard fo much celebrated, and which were fo much 

exagr;eratcd by the credulity of the age. United, how-

ever loofely, by their duty to one fuperior lord, and by 
their connexions with the great body of the community, 

to which they belonged, they defired to fprcad their fame 

each beyond his own difl:ricr; and in all a!fcmblies, whe-

ther infl:ituted for civil deliberations, for military expe-

ditions, or merely for ihow and entertainment, to outfhine 

each other by the reputadon of fl:rength and prov;cfs. 

Hence their genius for chivalry; hence their impatience 

of peace and tranquil1ity; and hence their readinefs to 

embark in any dangerous enterprizc, how little foever 

interefted in its failure or fuccefs. 

WILLIAM, by his power, his courage, and his abili

ties, had long maintained a prc-eminence among thofe 

haughty chieftains ; and every one who defired to figna

lize himfelf by his addrefs in military exercifes, or his 

valour in aCtion, had been amb · .., of acquiring a repu

tation in the court and in the armies of Normandy. 

Entertained with that hofpitality and courtefy, which 

diftinguifhed the age, they had formed attachments with 

the prince, and greedily attended to the profpctls of the 

fignal glory and elevation, which he promifcd them in 

return for their conGurrence in an expedition againfl: Eng

land. The more grandeur there appeared in the attempt, 

the more it fuited their romantic fpirit : The fame of 

the intended invafion was already diffufed every where : 

!v1ultitudes crowded to tender to the duke their fcrvice, 

with that of their va!fals and retainer3 a : And William 

found lefs difficulty in compleating his levies, than in 

a Cul, Pitbvcnfis, p. 19S. 
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C H A P. chufing the mofr veteran forces, and in rcjctl:ing the ofFeu 
Ill. . . · r: d r 
~of thofe, who were Impatient to acqUire 1ame un er 10 

renowned a leader. 
BESIDES thefe advantages, which William owed to 

his perfonal valour and good conduct ; he was indebted 
to fortune for procuring him fame affifi:ance, and alfo for 

removing many obfi:acles, which it was natural for him 

to expect in an undertaking, in which all his neighbours 

were fo deeply interefred. Conan, count of Britanny • 

was his mortal enemy t In order to throw a damp upon 
the duke's enterprize, he chafe this conjunCture for reviv

ing his claim to Normandy itfelf; and he required, that, 

]n cafe of William's fl.lccefs againfr England, the pof

feffion of that dutchy lhould devolve to him b. But Co

nan died fuddenly after making 'this demand; and Hoe!, 

his fucceffor, inftead of adopting the malignity, or more 

properly fpeaking, the prudence of his prcdeceffor, ~eal;

oufly feconded the duke's vit:ws, and fent his eldefi: fon, 

Alain Fergant, to ferve under him with a body offiv~ 

thoufand Bretons. The counts of Anjou and of F}fm

ders encouraged their fubjects to engage in the expedi

tion; and even the court of France, though it might 
juftly fear t~e aggr;mdizement of fo dangerous a vaffal, 

purfued not its interefis on this occafion with fuflicient 

vigour and refolution. Philip I. the reigning monarch, 

was a minor; and William, having communicated ~is 

project to the council, having defired affiftance2 anp 

offered to do homage, i11 cafe of his fuccefs, for the crown 

of England, was indeed openly ordered to lay afide all 

thoughts of the enterprize ; but tile earl of Flanders, his 

father-ii).-}aw, being at the head of the regency, favoureq 

pnder-hand his Jevi ::" s, apd fecretly encouraged the adven

~urous nobility to inlifi: und~r the fl:and~rd of the duke ~f 
.. ormi}.n~y. · 

b pul. Gemet. li~. 7~ cap: 33• 
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THE emperor, Henry IV. befides openly giving all his C H A P. ur. vaffals permiffion to embark in this expedition, which fo'---v--1 

much engaged the attention of Europe, promifed his pro-
tection to the dutchy of Normandy during the abfence of 
the prince, and thereby enabled him to employ his whole 
force in the invafion of England c. But the mofr import-
ant ally, whom William gained by his negociations, was 
the pope, who had a mighty influence over the ancient 
barons, no lefs devout in their religious principles than 
valorous in their military enterprizes. The Roman pon-
tifF, after an infenfible progrefs during feveral ages of 
darknefs and ignorance, began now to lift his head 
.openly above all the princes of Europe; to afTume the 
office of a mediator, or even an arbiter, in the quarrels 
of the greatefr monarchs ; to interpofe in all fecular 
.affairs ; and to obtrude his dictates as fovereign laws on 
his obfequious difciples. It was a fu.fficient motive to 
Alexander II . the reigning p< pe, for embracing Wil-
liam's quarrel, that he alone had made an appeal to his 
tribunal, and rendered him umpire of the difpute between 
him and Harold; but there were other advantages, which, 
that pontiff forefaw, mufr refult from the conqueft of 
England by the Norman arms. That kingdom, though 
at firfr converted by Romilh miffionaries, though it had 
afterwards advanced fome farther freps towards fubjeB:ion 
to Rome, maintained frill a confiderable independance 
jn its ecclefiafiical adminifhation; and forming a world 
within itfelf, entirely feparated from the refr of Europe, it 
}lad hitherto pro\'ed inacceffible to thofe exorbitant claims, 
which fupported the grandeur of the papacy. Alexander, 
therefore, hoped, that the French and Norman barons, 
~f fuccefsful in their enterprize, might import into that 
country a more devoted reverence to the holy fee, and 
}>ring the Englilh churches to a nearer conformity with 
thofe of the continent. He declared immediatdy in 

c Gul. Pict. p. 19S. 

favour 
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c H A P. favour ofvVilliam's claim-; pronounced HarolJ a perjured 
Ill. d . . . 11. 1 . d 

"--y---.J ufurper; denounce excommumcatton agamn. 11m an 

his adherents; and the more to encourage the duke of 

Normandy in his enterprize, he fent him a confccratcd 

banner, and a ring with one of St. Peter's hairs in it d. 

Thus were all the ambition and violence of that invafion 

covered over fafcly with the broad mantle of religion. 
THE greateft difficulty, which William had to encoun

ter in his preparations, arofe from his own fubjea~ in 

Normandy. The fi:ates of the dutchy were affembled at 
Liflebonne; and fupplies being demanded for the intended 

enterprize, which promifed fo much glory and advantage 

to their country, there appeared a reluB:ance in many 

members, both to grant fums fo much beyond the com

mon meafure of taxes in that age, and to fet a precedent 
of performing _their military fcrvice at a difrance from their 

own country. The duke, finding it d.angerous to folicit 
them in a body, conferred feparately with the richefr in

dividuals in the province; and beginning with thofe on 
whGfe affecrions he mofr relied, he gradually engaged all 

of them to advance the [urns demanded. 1'he count of 

Longueville feconded him in this negociation ; as did the 
count of Mortaigne, Odo bi!hop of Baieux, and efpeci
:a.lly William Fitz-O!borne, count of Bret~liil, and con

:!l:able of the dutchy. Every perfon, when he himfelf 

was once engaged, endeavoured to bring over others ; 

and at laft the ftates themfelves, after ft :pulating that this 

conceffion fuould be no precedent, voted, that they 

wotdd affift their prince to the utmofi: in his intended 

enterprize e. 

WILLIAM had now aff'embled a fleet of 3000 vefTels, 

great and fmall .f, and had feleB:ed an army of 6o,ooo 

d Baker, p • ..u. edi•. 1684. 

p. 1. u.. 1.d edit. Gib f. V cdl.egan, p. 17 3• 

Ctlp. 34• 

e Camden. introd. ad Britann. 

f Gul. Ccmet. Jib. 7• 
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men from among thofe numerous fupplies, which from c H A P. · 
liJ. every quarter folicitcd to be received into hi3 fcrvice. The~ 

camp bore a fplendid, yet a martial appearance, from the 

difcipline of the men, the beauty and vigour of the horfes~ 
the Iuftre of the arms, and the accoutrements of both; but 

above all, from the high names of nobility who engaged 
under the banners of the duke of No.rmandy. The moft 
celebrated were Euftace, count of Bou]ogne, Aimcri de 
Thouars, Hugh d'Eftaples, William d'Evreux, Gt.offrey 
de Rotrou, Roger de Beaumont, William de Warenne, 
Roger de .f\.1ol tgomcry, Hugh de Grantmefnil, Charles 
Mart I, and Gcoffrey Giffard g. To thefe bold chieftains 
William held up the fpoils of England as the prize of their 
valour; and pointing to the oppofite fhore, called to them, 

that there was the field, on which they muft erect trophies 
to their name, and .fix their efiablifhments. 

WHILE he was making thcfe mighty preparations, the 
duke, that he might encreafe the number of Harold's 
enemies, excited the inveterate rancour of Tofii, and 
encouraged him, in concert with Harold Halfagcr, king 
of Norway, to infeH the coails of England. Tofri, hav
ing colJetl:cd about flxty vcilcls in the ports of Flanders, 
put to fea; and after committing fome de;.)fcdations on the 

fouth and ea!l: co«frs, he failed to Northumberland, and 

was there joined by Halfager, who came over with a 
great armament of three hundred fai~. The combined 

fleets entered the Humber, and difembarked the troops, 

who began to extend their depredations on all fides; 
when Morcar earl of Northumberland, and Edwin earl 
of Mercia, the king's brother-in-law, having hafiily 

collected fome forces, ventured to give them battle. The 
action ended in the defeat and flight of thefe tWQ 

noblemen. 

~ Ordericus '\' italis, r. so r. 

HAROLD, . 
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C H A i>. . HAROLD, informed of this defeat, hafi:ened with an 

~army to the proteCtion of his people; and expreffed the 

utmofi: ardour to fhow himfelf worthy of the crown, 

which had been conferred upon him. This prince, 
though he was not fenfible of the full extent of his dan

ger, from the great combination againfi: him, had em

ployed every art of popularity to acquire the affeCtions of 

the public; and he gave fo many proofs of an equitable 

and prudent adminifhation, that the Engliili found no 
reafon to repent the choice which they had made of a 

fovereign. They flocked from all quarters to join his 
fiandard ; and as foon as he reached the enemy at Stand
ford, he found himfelf in q. condition to give them 

September battle. The atl:ion was bloody ; but th.e yietory was de .. 
2.5. cifive on the fide of Harold, and ended in the total rout of 

the Norvegians, together with the death of Tofi:i and 
Halfagcr. Even the N orvegian fleet feli into the hands 
of Harold ; who had the generofity to give prince Olave, 

the fan of Halfager, his liberty, and allow him to depart 
with t .venty veitels. But he had fcarcely time to rejoice 

for this vitl:ory, when he received intelligence, that the 
duke of Normandy was landed with a great army in the 

fouth of England. 
THE Norman fleet and army had been affembled, early 

jn the fummer, at the mouth of the fmall river Dive, and 

all the troops had been infi:antly embarked; but the winds 

proved long contrary~ and detained them in that har
bour. rfhe authority, however, of the duke, the good 

difcipline maintained among the feamen and foldiers, and 

the gre~t care in fupplying them with provifions, had 
prev_ented any diforder; when at lafi the wind became 
favourable, and enabled them to fail along the coafi:, till 

th~y reached St. Valori. There were, however, feveral 
veffels lcfi in this ihort pafiage ; and as the wind again 

rro~ed contrar·y, the army began to imagine, that heaven 
· haq 
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had declared againft them, and that, notwithfianding the c H A P. 
pope's benediction, they were deftined to certain deftruc-~ 
tion. Thefe bold warriors, who dcfpifcd real dangers, were 
very fubjea to the dread of imaginary ones; and many 
of them began to mutiny, fome of them even to defert 
their colours; when the duke, in order to fupport their 
drooping hopes, ordered a proceffion to be made with the 
reliques of St. Valori h, and prayers to be faid for more 
favourable weather . 'I'he w ind inftantly changed; and 
as this incident happened on the eve of the fcaft of St. 
Michael, the tutelar faint of Normandy, the foldiers, 
fancying they faw the hand of heaven in all thefe concur-

' ring circumftances, fet out with the greateft alacrity : 
They met with no oppofition on their paffage: A great 
fleet, which Harold had affembled, and which had cruized 
all fummer off the Hle of Wight, had been difmiffed, on 
his receiving falfe intelligence, that William, difcouraged 
by contrary winds and other accidents, had laid afide his 
preparations. The Norman armament, proceeding in 
great order, arrived, without any materiallofs, at Peven
fey in Suffex; and the army quietly difembarked. The 
duke himfelf, as he leaped on fuorc, happened to ftumlJ!e 
and fall; but had the pr-cfence of mind, it is faid, to turn 
the omen to his advantage, by calling aloud, that he had 
taken poifeffion of the country. And a foldier, runniug to 
a neighbouring cottage, plucked Corve thatcb, which, as 
if giving hiw feizine of the kingdom, he prefented to his 
general. The joy and alacrity of William and his whole 
army was fo great, that they were nowife difcourage~, even 
when they heard of Harold's great vitl:ory over the Nor
vegians: They fcemed rather to wait with impatience the 
arrival of the enemy. 

' I HE vitl:ory of Harold, though great and honourable, 
had proved in the main prejudicial to his interefis, and 

h Higden, p. dS• OrJer, VitaHs, p. soo, Match, Paris, edit. Pa:ifi• 
tJlno 1 OH· P• • • 
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c H A P. may be reo-arded as the immediate caufe of his ruin. He 

~loft many bof his bravefr officers and foldicrs in the action; 
and he difgufl:ed the rdl:, by refufing to difl:ribute the 

Norvegian fpoils among them: A conduct which was 

little agreeable to his ufual generofity of temper; but 

_which _!lis defire of fparing the people, in the war that 

impended over him from the duke of Normandy, had 

probably occafioned. He haf1:cneJ by quick marches to 

reach this new invader; but though he was reinforced at 

London artd other places with frefh troops, he found him

felf alfo weakened by the dcfertion of his old foldiers, 

who from fatigue anJ difcontent fecretly withdrew from 

their colours. His brother Gurtb, a man of bravery and 

conduCt, began to entertain apprehcnfions of the event; 

and remonfl:rated with the king, that it would be better 

policy to prolong the war; at leafl:, to fpare -his own 

perfon in the action. He urged to him, that the defpe

rate fituation of the duke of Normandy made it requifite 
for that prince to bring matters to a fpeedy decifion, and 

put his whole fortune on the iffue of a battle; but that 

the king of England, in his own country, beloved by his 
fubje8:s, provided with every fupply, had more certain 
and lefs dangerous means of enfuring to himfelf the vie· 
tory : That the N orrnan troops, elated on the one hand 

with the highefr hopes, and feeing, on the other, no re

fource in cafe of a difcomfiture, would fight to the lafl: 

extremity; and being the flower of all the warriors of the 
continent, mufr be regarded as formidable to the Engliili: 

That if their fidl: fire, which is always the rnofl: dan
gerous, were allowed to langui!h for want of action; 

if they were haraffed with fmall fkirmilhes, ftraitened in 

provifions, and fatigued with the bad weather and deep 

roads during the winter-feafon, which was approaching, 
they muft fall an eafy and a bloodlefs prey to their enemy: 

· · That if a general aCtion were delayed, the Engli!h, fen
fi~le 
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fib le of the imminent danger, to which their properties, c H A P. 
l.b · r .t f h r . . Ill. as well as t erttes, were cxpo1eu rom t 01c rapac10us m- "--...---' 

vaders, would hafl:en from all quarters to his affifl:ance, 
and would render his army invincible: That, at leaf!, if 
he thought it neceffary to hazard a battle, he ought not 
to cxpofe his ovtn perfon; but referve, in cafe of difafirous 
accidents, fome rcfource to the liberty and indepcndance 
of the kingdom ~ And that having once been fo unfortu-
nate, as to be confirain;d to fwear, and that upon the 
holy reliques, to fupport the pretenfions of the duke of 
Normandy, it were better that the command of the army 
£hould be cntru:fled to :mother, who, not being bound by 
thofe facred ties, might give the foldiers more affured 
hopes of a profperous ifiue to the combat. 

HAROLD was deaf to all thcfe remonfirances : Elated 
with his pa:fl profperity, as well as fiimulated by his na
tive courage, he refolved to give battle in perfon ; and 
for that purpofe, he drew near to the N ormans, who had 
removed their camp and Beet to Hafl:ings, where they 
fixed their quarters. He was fo confident of fuccefs, that 
he fent a meffage to the duke, promifing him a fum of 
money, if he would depart the kingdom \Vithout cffufion 
of blood : But his offer was reje.:led with difdain; and 
'\Villiam, not to be behind with his enemy in vaunting, 
fent him a me.flage by fome monks, requiring him either 
to refign the kingdom, or to hold it of him in fealty, or 
to fubmit their caufe to the arbitration of the pope, or 
to fight him in fingle eo m b.at. Harold repl iec.l, that the 
God of battles would foon be the arbiter of all their dif
ferences i. 

THE Englilh and Normans now prepared themfelves H.'h Oc
for this important decifion; but the afpet! of things, on to'Jcr. 
the night before the battle, was very different in the two 

1 Higden, p. ~86, 
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c H A P. camps. The Englilh fpent the time in riot, and jollity1 

~and diforder; the N ormans in filence, and in prayer, and 
in the other funCtions of their religion k. On the morn

ing, the duke called together the mofr confiderable of his 

commanders, and made them a fpeech fuitable to the oc
cafion. He reprefented to them, that the event, which 
they and he had long wifhed for, was approaching; the 

whole fortune of the war now depended on their fwords, 
and would be decided in a fingle action: That never army 
had greater motives for exerting a vigorous courage, whe
ther they confi,Iered the prize which would attend their 
victory, or the inevitable deihuCl:ion which mufi: enfue 

upon their difcomfiture : That if their martial and vete
ran bands could once break thofe raw foldiers, who had 

rafh1y dared to approach them, they conquered a king
dom at one blow, and were jufi:ly entitled to all its pof

feffions as the reward of their profperous valour: That, 

pn the contrary, if they remitted in the lea!l: their wonted 
prowefs, an enraged enemy hung upon their rear, the fea 
met them in their retreat, and an ignominious death was 
the certain punifhment of their imprudent cowardice: 

That by colleB:ing fo numerous and brave a boil:, he had 
enfured every human means of conquefi:; and the com

mander of the enemy, by his criminal conduct, had given 

him jufi caufe to hope for the favour of the Almighty, in 

whofe hands alone lay the event of wars and battles : And 
that a perjured ufurper, anathematized by the fovereign 
.pontiff, and confcious of his own breach of faith, would 
be frruck with terror on their appearance, and would 
prognofricate to himfelf that fate which his multiplied 
crimes had fo jufily merited 1• The duke next divided 

his army into three lines: The firfr, led by Mont
gomery, confified of archers and light armed infantry: 

k W. Malm. p. Jot. De Geft. Angl. p. 33'• 

llrompton, P· 959• Cul. Pia. p. 201. 

The 
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The fecond, commanded by Martel, was compofed of his c H A P· 
braveft battalions, heavy armed, and ranged in clofe or-~ 
der : His cavalry, at whofe head he placed himfelf, formed 
the third line; and were fo difpofed, that they ilretched 
beyond the infantry, and flanked each wing of the ar-
my m. He ordered the fignal of battle to be given; and the 
whole army, moving at once, and finging the hymn or 
fong of Roland, the famous peer of Charlemagne n, ad-
vanced, in order and with alacrity, towards the enemy. 

HAROLD had feized the advantage of a rifing ground, 
and having likewife drawn fome trenches to fecure his 
flanks, he refolved to ftand upon the defenfive, and to 
avoid all action with the cavalry, in which he was infe
nor. The Kentiili men were placed in the van ; a pofr 
which they had always claimed as their due: The Lon
doners guarded the frandard: And the king himfelf, ac
companied by his two valiant brothers, Gurth and Leaf
win, difmounting, placed himfelf at the head of his in
fantry, and expreffed his refolution to conquer or to perilh 
in the action. The firfr attack of the N ormans was de
fperate, but was received with equal valour by the Eng
liili; and after a furious combat, which remained long · 
undecided, the former, overcome by the difficulty of the 
ground, and hard preffed by the enemy, began firft 
to relax their vigour, then to retreat; and confufion 
was fpreading among the ranks; when William, who 
found himfelf on the brink of defrruction, haftened with 
a feleCl: band, to the relief of his difmayed forces. His 
prefence refrored the action; the Engliili were obliged to 
retire with lofs; and the duke ordering his fecond line 
to advance, renewed the attack with frefh forces and with 
redoubled courage. Finding, that the enemy, aided by 

m Gul. Pill. 2.01. Order. Vital. p. 501. n W. Maim. p. Jor. 
Higden, p. 2.86. Matth, Weft, p. u~. Du Gange's Glotfary in verbo Can
tilena Rolandi. 
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C H A P. the advantage of ground, and animated by the example 
III. . r.fl. b . cl 
~of their prince, frill made a v1gorous re11nance, e tne a 

fhatagem, which was very delicate in its management, 

but which feemcd advifeable in his defperate fituation, 
where, if he gained not a decifive viClory, he was totally 
undone : He commanJed his troops to make a hafi:y re
treat, and to allure the enemy from their ground by the 
appearance of flight. The artifice fucceeded againfi: thofe 

unexperienced foldicrs, who, heated by the atl:ion and fan
guine in their hopes, precipitately followed theN ormans 
into the plain. William gave orders, that at once the 

infantry fhould face about upon their purfuers, and the 
cavalry make an affault upon their wings, and both of 
them purfue the advantage, which the furpr!ze and terror 
of the enemy mufi: give them in that critical and decifive 

moment. The Englifn were repulfed with great £laugh

ter, and driven back to the hill; where, being rallied 

by the bravery of Harold, they were able, notwith

ftanding their lofs, to maintain the pofi and continue the 

combat. The duke tried the fame frratagem a fecond 
time with the fame fuccefs ; but even after this double 

advantage, he frill found a great body of the Englifh, 

who, maintaining themfelves in firm array, feemed de

termined to difpute the viClory to the lafi extremity. He 

ordered his heavy-armed infantry to make an affau!t upon 

them; while his archers, placed behind, iliould gall the 

enemy, who were expo fed by the fituation of the ground, 

and who were intent in defending themfelves againfi the 

{words and fpears of the afTailants. By this difpofition 

he at lafi prevailed: Harold was flain by an arrow, while 
he was combating with great bravery at the head of his 

men : His two brothers lhared the fame fate : And the 

Englilh, difcouraged by the fall of thofe princes, gave 

ground on all fides, and were purfued with great flaugh

fer by the viCtorious N ormans. A few troops however 

of 
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of the vanqui£hed had frill the courage to turn upon their C H A P. 

d k. h . d d . d IIJ. purfuers; an attac mg t em m eep an m1ry groun · , "-v---' 
obtained fome revenge for the flaughtcr and diilionour of 
the day. But the appearance of the duke obliged them 
to feek their fafety by flight; and darknefs faved them 
from any farther purfuit by the enemy. 

THus was gained by William, duke of Normandy, 
the great and decifive viCl:ory of Hafrings, after a battle 
which was fought from morning till funfet, and which 
feemed worthy, by the heroic valour difplayed by both 
armies and by both commanders, to decide the fate of a 
mighty kingdom. William had three horfes killed under 
him ; and there fell near fifteen thoufand men on the fide 
of the Normans: The lofs' was frill more confiderable on 
that of the vanquiilied; befides the death of the king and 
his two brothers. The dead body of Harold was brought 
to William, and was generoufly refrored withcut ranfom 
to his mother. The Norman army left not the field of 
battle without giving thanks to heaven, in the mofr 
folemn manner, for their viCl:ory: And the prince, hav
ing refreilied his troops, prepared to puili to the utmofr 
his advantage againft the divided, difmayed, and difcom
:fited Englilh. 

02 PPENDIX. 
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APPEND I X I. 

The ANGLO-SAxON GovERNMENT and 
MANNERS. 

Firft Saxon government-Succejjion of the Kings
The Wittenagemot ---...-- The ari.ftocracy --The 
feveral orders of men--Courts of Jujlice-
Criminal law -- Rules of proof-- Military 
force--Public revenue-Value of Money
Manners. 

T HE government of the Germans, and that of all Appendix 
the northern nations, who eftablilhed themfelves~ 

on the ruins of Rome, was always extremely free; and ~ 
thofe fierce people, accuftomed to in dependance and enured 
to arms, were more guided by perfuafion than authority, 
in the fubmiffion which they paid to their princes. The 
military defpotifm, which had taken place in the Roman 
empire, and which, previoufly to the irruption of thofe 
conquerors, had funk the genius of men, and defrroyed 
every noble principle of fcience and virtue, was unable to 
refift the vigorous efforts of a free people ; and Europe, 
as from a new epoch, rekindled her ancient fpirit, and 
fhook off the bafe fervitude to arbitrary will and authority, 
under which fhe had fo long laboured. The free confri-
tutions then efrablilhed, however impaired by the encroach-
ments of fucceeding princes, frill preferve an air of inde
pendance and legal admini!hation, whicll difringuilh the 

0 3 European 
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Appendix European nations ; and if that part of the globe main

~tain fentiments of liberty, honour, equity, and valour 

fuperior to the reil: of mankind, it owes thefe advantages 

, chiefly to the feeds implanted by thofe generous barba

nans. 

Firft SJxon 'Tn.r: Saxons, who fubdued Britain, as they enjoyed 
~overn· 

ment. 
great liberty in their own country, obil:inately retained 

that invaluable poffeffion in their new fettlement; and 

they imported into this ifland the fame principles of in

dependance, which they bad inherited from their ancefiors. 

The chieftotins (for fuch they were, more properly than 

kings or princes) who commanded them in thofe military 

expeditions, frill poffeffed a very limited authority; and 

as the Saxons exterminated, rather than fubdued the an

cient inhabitants, they were indeed tranfplanted into a 

new territory, but preferved unaltered all their civil and 

military inil:itutions. The language was pure Saxon; 

even the names of places, which often remain while the 

tongue entirely changes, were almofl: all affixed by the 

conquerors; the manners and cuil:oms were wholly Ger

man; and the fame piB:ure of a fierce and bold liberty, 

which is drawn by the mail:erly pencil of Tacitus, will 
fuit thofe founders of the Englilh government. The 

king, fo far from being inveil:ed with arbitrary power, 

was only confidercd as t~e firft among the citizens; his 

authority depended more on his perfonal qualities than on 

his ftation; he was even fo far on a level with the people, 

that a fiated price was fixed for his head, and a legal fine 

was levied upon his murderer, which, though proportionate 

to his fiation, and fupcrior to that paid for the life of a 

fubjeB:, was a fenfible mark of his fubordination to the 

community. 

!ucceffi?n IT is eafy to imagine, that an independant people, fo 
ofthekwgs.little refl:rained by law, and cultivated by fcience, would 

not 
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not be very firict in maintaining a regular fucceffion of Appendix 

their princes. Though they paid great regard to the~ 
royal family, and afcribed to it an undifputed fuperiority, · 
they either had no rule, or none that was fieadily ob-
ferved, in filling the vacant throne ; and prefent conve-
nience, in that emergency, was more attended to than 
general principles. We are not however tofu ppofe, that 
the crown was confidered as altogether elective; and that 
a regular plan was traced by the confiitution for fupply-
ing, by the fuffrages of the people, every vacancy made 
by the demife of the firfi magifirate. If any kin

0 
left a 

fon of an age and capacity fit for government, the young 
prince naturally fiepped into the throne: If he was a 
minor, his uncle, or the next prince of the blood, was 
promoted to the government, and left the fceptre to his 
pofierity: Any fovereign, by taking previous meafures 
with the leading men, had it greatly in his power to ap-
point his fucceffor : All thefe changes, and indeed the 
ordinary adminifiration of government, required the ex-
prefs concurrence; or at leafi the tacit acquiefcence of 
the people; but poffeffion, however obtained, was ex-
tremely apt to fecure their obedience, and the idea of 
any right, which was once excluded, was but feeble and 
imperfect. This is fo much the cafe in all b::trbarous 
monarchies, and occurs fo often in the hi.fiory of the 
Anglo-Saxons, that we cannot confifiently entertain any 
other notion of their government. The idea of an here-
ditary fucceffion in authority is fo natural to men, and 
is fo much fortified by the ufual rule in tranfmitting pri-
vate poffeffions, that it mufr retain a great influence on 
every fociety, which does not exclude it by the refine-
ments of a republican confritution. But as there is a 
material difference between government and private pof-
~ffions, and every man is not a~ much qualified for ex-
ercifing the one, as for enjoying the other, a people, who 

0 4 are l 
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Apyendix are not fenfible of the general advantages attending a fixed 
~rule, are apt to make great leaps in the fucceffion, a?d 

frequently to pafs over the perfon, who, had he poffefied 
the requifite years and abilities, would have been thought 
entitled to the fovereignty. Thus, thefe monarchies are 
not, frriCl:l y fpeaking, either eleCtive or hereditary; and 
though the defrination of a prince may often be followed 
in appointing his fucceffor, they can as little be regarded 
as wholly tefiarnentary. The frates by their fuffrage may 
fometimes efiablilh a fovereign; but they more frequently 
recognize the perfon, whom they find efrablilhed : A few 
great men take the lead ; the people, overawed and in
fluenced, acquiefce in the government; and the reigning 
prince, provided he be of the royal family, paffes undif
putedly for the legal fovereign. 

The Witte- IT is confeffed, that our knowledge of the Anglo
ll'gemot. Saxon hifiory and antiquities is too imperfeCt to afford us 

means of determining with certainty all the prerogatives 
of the crown and privileges of the pe0ple, or of giving 
an exact delineation of that government. It is probable 
alCo, that the confl:itution might be fomewhat different 
in the different kingdoms of the Heptarchy, and that it 

changed confiderably during the courfe of fix centuries, 
which clapfed from the firfr invafion of the Saxons till 
the Norman conquefr 0

, But mofl: of thefe differences 
and changes, with their caufes and effects, are unknown 

to us: It only appears, that, at all times, and in all the 

0 We know of one change, not incontiderable in the Saxon conftitution. 

The Saxon Annals, p. 49• inform us, that it was in early times the preroga
tive of the king to name the dukes, earls, aldermen and lheriffs of the coun
ties. Affer, a contemporary writer, informs us, that Alfred depofed all the 
ignorant aldermen, and appointed men of more capacity in their place: Yet 

the laws of Ed>fard the ConfeffJr. § 35· f•y exprefsly, that the heretoghs or 

dukes, and the fheritfs were chofen by the freeholders in the folkmote, a 

county court, which was affembled once a-year, and where all the freehold_ 
ers fwore aile;;iance tlil the king, 

kingdoms, 
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kingdoms, there was a national council, called a Witte- Ap~ndix 
I nagemot or affembly of the wife men, (for that is the im-~ 

port of the term) whofe confent w:as requifite for enaCl:ing 
laws, and for ratifying the chief aCl:s of public admini-
ftration. The preambles to all the laws of Ethelbert, 
Ina, Alfred, Edward the Elder, Athelfian, Edmond, Ed-
gar, Ethelred, and Edward the ConfefTor; even thofe to 
the laws of Canute, though a kind of conqueror, put this I 
matter beyond controverfy, and carry proofs every where of 
a limited and legal government. But who were the confii
tuent members of this Wittenagemot has not been deter
mined with certainty by antiquaries. It is agreed, that 
the bifhops and abbots P were an effential part; and it is 
alfo evident, from the tenor of thofe ancient laws, that 
the Wittenagemot enaCl:ed fiatutes which regulated the 
ecclefiafi:ical as well as civil gove rn ment,and that tbofe 
dangerous principles, by which the church is totally fe
vered from the fiate, were hitherto unknown to the 
Anglo-Saxons q. It alfo appears, that the aldermen or 
governors of counties, who, after the Danilh times, were 
often called earls*, were admitted into this council, and 
gave their confent to the public fiatutes. But befides the 
prelates and aldermen, there is alfo mention of the 
wites or wife-men, as a component part of the Wittenage
mot; but who thefe were, is not fo clearly afcertained by 
the laws or the hifiory of that period. The matter would 
probably be of difficult difcuffion,even were it examined im
partially; but as our modern parties have chofen to divide on 
this point, the quefi:ion has been difputed with the greater 
obfiinacy, and the arguments on both fides have become, 
on that account, the more captious and deceitful. Our 
monarchical faCl:ion maintain, that thefe wites or fapientes 

P Sometimes abbeffes \\Cre adrritted; at le.lft, they often fign •he king'a 
charters or grants. !Spellm, Gloif. in verbo purliammtrtm, 

q Wilkms paflim. 
• See note (G J at the end of the volume, 

were 
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Appendix were the judges, or men learned in the Jaw: The popular 

~ faB:ion affert them to be reprefentatives of the boroughs, 

or what we now call the commons. 
THE expreffions, employed by all ancient hifiorians 

in mentioning the Wittenagemot, feem to contradiB: 

the latter fuppofition. The members are almofi: always 

called the principes, fatrapce, optimates, magnates, proceres; 

terms which feem to fuppofe an arifiocracy, and to exclude 

the commons. The boroughs alfo, from the low fiate of 

commerce, were fo fmall and fo poor, and the inhabitants 
lived in fuch dependance on the great men r, that it feems 
nowife probable they would be admitted as a part of the 

national councils. The oommons are well known to have 

had no fhare in the governments efi:ab1ifhed by the Franks, 
:Burgundians, and other northern nations; and we may 
conclude, that the Saxons, who remained longer barba
rous and uncivilized than thofe tribes, would never think 
of conferring fuch an extraordinary privilege on trade 
and indufiry. The military profeffion alone was honour
able among all thofe conquerors: The warriors fubfifted 
by their poffeffions in land : 1,hey became confiderable by 
their influence over their vaffals, retainers, tenants, and 

flaves : And it requires firong proof to convince us 

that they woul~ admit any of a rank fo much inferior as 

the burgeffes, to fhare with them in the legillative autho

rity. Tacitus indeed affirms, that, among the ancient 

Germans, the confent of all the members of the commu
nity was required in every important deliberation; but 

he fpeaks not of reprefentatives; and this ancient prac

tice, mentioned by the Roman hifi:orian, could only have 

place in fmall tribes, where every citizen might without 

inconvenience be affembled upon any extraordinary emer

gency. After principalities became extenfive; after the 
difference of property had formed difrintl:io.qs more im• 

r Brady's treatife of Engliih boroughs, p. 3, 41 5, &c. 

portant 
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portant than thofe which arofe from perfonal ftrength and App;~dix 

valour; we may conclude, that the national a!femblies ~ 
muft have been more limited in their number, and com-
pofed only of the more confiderable citizens. 

BuT though we muft exclude the burgclfcs or com
mons from the Saxon Wittenagemot, there is fome ne
ceffity for fuppofing, that this affembly conufied of other 
members than the prelates, abbots, aldermen, and the 
judges or privy council. For as all thefe, excepting fome 
of the ecclefiailics s, were anciently appointed by the 
king, had there been no other legiflative authority, the 
royal power had been in a great meafure abfolute, con
trary to the tenor of all the hiilorians, and to the pra~ice 
of all the nothern nations. We may, therefore, con
clude, that the more confiderable proprietors of land were, 
without any election, confl:ituent members of the national 
affembly: There is reafon to think, that forty hydes, or 
between four and five thoufand acres, was the eftate requi
fite for entitling the polfelfor to this honourable privilege. 
We find a paifage in an ancient author t by which it ap
pears, that a perfon of very noble birth, even one allied 
to the crown, was not cileemed a princeps (the term 
ufually employed by ancient hifi:orians when the Wit
tenagemot is mentioned) till he had acquired a fortune of 
that amount. Nor need we imagine, that the public 
council would become diforderly or confufed by admitting 
fo great a multitude. The landed property of England 
was probably in few hands during the Saxon times; at 

11 There is fame reafon to think, that the bilhops were fometimes chofen 
by the Wittenagemot, agd confirmed by the king. Eddius, cap. 2. The 

abbots in the monafieriei of royal foundation were anciently named by 
the king; though Edgar gave the monks the detl:ion, and only referved to 
himfelfthe ratification. This deftination was afterwards frequently violated; 

and the abbots as well as bifl10ps were afterwards all appointed by the king; 
as we learn from Ingulf, a writer cotemporary to the conquefi. 

t Hifi. Elienfis1 lib, 2. cap. 40. 

lcafr, 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

Appendix leaft, during the later part of that period: And as men 

~had hardly any ambition to attend thofe public councils, 
there was no danger of the affembly's becoming too nu
merous for the difpatch of the little bufinefs, which was 

brought before them. 
The Arifto- IT is certain, that, whatever we may determine con
c racy .. 

cerning the con!tituent members of the Wittenagemot, in 

whom, with the king, the legi!lature refided, the Anglo
Sa~wn government, in the period preceding the Norman 
conquefi, was become extremely ariftocratical : The 

royal auth:>rity was very limited ; the people, even if ad

mitted to that aifembly, were of little or no weight and 

confiueration. W c have hints given us in hifiorians of the 
great power and riches of particular noblemen : And it 
could not but happen, after the abolition of the Heptar
chy, when the king lived at a difiance from the provinces, 

that thofe great proprietors, \\ ho refided on their efi:ates, 

would much augment their authority over their vaifals 

and retainers, and over all the inhabitants of the neigh

bourhood. Hence the immeafurable power affumed by 
Harold, God win, Leof1 ic, Si ward, Morcar, Edwin, Ed
ric and Alfric, who controlled the authority of the kings, 

and rendered themfelves quite neceffary in the govern
ment. The two latter, though detefied by the people, 
on account of their joining a foreign enemy, frill preferved 

their power and influence; and we may therefore con

clude, that their authority was founded, not on popula

rity, but on family rights and poffeffions. There is one 

Athelfian, mentioned in the reign of the king of that 

name, who is called alderman of all England, and is faid to 
be h~if-king; though the monarch himfelf was a prince 
of valour and abilities u. And we find, that in the later 

Saxon times, and in thefe alone, the great offices went 

u Hift. Ramef. § 3• p. 387. 

from 
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from father to fon, and became, in a manner, hereditary Appendix 
I. in the families w. ~ 

THE circum!l:ances, attending the invafions of the 
Danes, would alfo ferve much to encreafe the power of the 
principal nobility. Thofe free-booters made unexpeCted 
inroads on all quarters; and there was a neceffity, that each 
county ihould refi!l: them by its own force, and under the 
conduct of its own nobility and its own magifi:rates. For 
the fame reafon, that a general war, managed by the united 
efforts of the whole !l:ate, commonly augments the power 
of the crown; thofe private wars and inroads turned to 
the advantage of the aldermen and nobles. 

AMoNG that military and turbulent people, fo averfe to 
commerce and the arts, and fo little enured to indufiry, juf
tice was commonly very ill admini!l:ered, and great oppref
fion and violence feem to have prevailed. Thefe diforders 
would be encreafed by the exorbitant power of the ari!l:o
cracy; and would, in their turn, contribute to encreafe it. 
Men, not daring to rely on the guardianihip of the laws, 
were obliged to devote themfelves to the fervice of fome 
chieftain, whofe orders they followed even to the di!l:urb
ance of the government or the injury of their fellow-citi
zens, and who afforded them in return protection from 
any infult or inju!l:ice by :£hangers. Hence we find, by 
the extraCts which Dr. Brady has given us from Domef
clay, that almo!l: all the inhabitants even of towns, had 
placed themfelves under the clientihip of fome parti
cular nobleman, whofe patronage they purchafed by an
nual payments, and whom they were obliged to confider 
as their fovereign, more than the king himfelf, or even 

w Roger Hoveden, giving the reafon why William the Conqueror made 
Cofpatric earl of Northumberland, fays, Nt~m ex materno Janguine attinebat 
ad eum honor ill ius comitatus, Er at enim ex matre Algitha, filia Uthredi comitis. 
See alfo Sim. Dun, p. ,_os. We fee in thofe infiances, the fame tendency 
towards rendering offices hereditary, which took place, during a m1 re early 
period, on the continent; and which had already produced there its full dfeel. 
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Appendix the legiilature "· A client, though a freeman, was fup-
~ pofed fo much to belong to his patron, that his murderer 

was obliged by law to pay a fine to the latter, as a com
penfation for his lofs ; in like manner as he paid a fine to 
the mafrer for the murder of his flave Y. Men, who were of 
a more confiderable r:mk, but not powerful enough, each to 
fupport himfelf by his own independant authority, entered 
into formal confederacies with each other, and cempofed 
a kind of feparate community, which rendered itfelf for

midable to all aggreffors. Dr. Hickes has preferved a cu
rious Saxon bond of this kind, which he ea Is a Sodalitium, 
and which contains many particulars charaeteriftical of 
the manners and cufroms of the times z. All the affo
ciates are there faid to be gentlemen of Cambridge

fhire; and they fwear before the holy reliques to obferve 
their confederacy, and to be faithful to each other: They 
promife to bury any of the affociates who dies, in what
ever place he had appointed ; to contribute to his funeral 
charges; and to attend at his interment; and whoever is 
wanting in this lafr duty, b!nds himfelf to pay a meafure 
of honey. When any of the affociates is in danger, and 
calls for the affifrance of his fellows, they promife, be

fides flying to his fuccour, to give informati to the 

fheriff; and if he be negligent in proteCting the pcrfon 

expofed to danger, they engage to levy a fine o·· one pound 
upon him : If the prefidcnt of the fociety himfelf be 
wanting in this particular, he binds himfclf to pay one 

pound; unlefs he has the reafonable excufe of fickncfs, or 
of duty to his fuperior. When any of the affociates is 
murdered, they 'are to exact eight pounds from the mur
derer; and if he refufe to pay it, they are to profecute 
him for the fum at their joint expence. If any of the 
affociates, who happens to be poor, ~ill a man, the fociety 
are to contribute by a certain proportion to pay his fine: 

x Brady's treatife of boroughs, 3, 4, 5, &c. The cafe was the fame with 

the freemen in the country. See pref. to his hift. P• 8, 9, 10, &c. 
Y: LL. :Edw. Conf. § 8. apud In~ulf. z Dl!fert. :E11ift. P• :u. 

~ A mark 
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A mark a piece, if the fine be iOO fhillings; lefs if the Appendix 

perfon killed be a clown or ceorle; the half of that fum, ~ 
again, if he be a WeHhman. But where any of the affo-
ciates kills a man, wilfully and without provocation, he 
mufl: himfelf pay the fine. If any of the affociates kill 
any of his fellows, in a like criminal manner, befides pay-
ing the ufual fine to the relations of the deceafed, he mufl: 
pay eight pounds to the fociety, or renounce the benefit 
of it: In which cafe they bind themfelves, under the 
penalty of one pound, never to eat or drink with him, 
except in the prefence of the king, bilhop, or alderman. 
There are other regulations to protect themfelves and their 
fcrvants from all injuries, to revenge fuch as are com-
mitted, and to prevent their giving abufive language to 
each other ; and the fine, which they engage to pay for 
this lafr offence, is a meafure of honey. 

IT is not to be doubted, but a confederacy of this kind 
mufr have been a great fource of friendfhip and attach
ment; when men lived in perpetual danger from enemies, 
robbers, and opprefiors, and received protection chiefly 
from their perfonal valour, and from the affifrance of their 
friends or patrons. As animofities were then more vio
lent, connexions were alfo more intimate, whether volun
tary or derived from blood : The mofr remote degree 
of propinquity was regarded : An indelible memory of 
benefits was preferved : Severe vengeance was taken for 
injuries, both from a point of honour, and as the befl: 
means of future fecurity: And the civil union being 
weak, many private engagements were contracted, in 
order to fupp1y its place, and to procure men that fafety, 
which the laws and their own innocence were not alone 
able to infure to them. 

ON the whole, notwithfranding the feeming liberty or 
rather licentioufnefs of the Ang1o-Saxons, the great body 
even of the free citizens, in thofe ages, really enjoyed muclt 
lefs true liberty, than where the execution of the laws is 
the mofl: fevcre, and where fubjects are reduced to the 

firiCl:eft 
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Appendix :flriB:efl: fubordination and dependance on the civil magi
I. 

'--v--' fhate. The reafon is derived from the exccfs itfelf of that 

liberty. Men muft guara themfelves at any price againft 
infults and injuries; and where they receive not proteB:ion 
from the laws and rnagiihate, they will feek it by fub

miffion to fuperiors, and by herding in fome private confe

deracy, which aCl:s under the direcrion of a powerful 
leader. And thus all anarchy is the immediate caufe of 

tyranny, if not over the fiate, at leafr over many of the 

individuals. 
SEcURITY was provided by the Saxon laws to all 

members of the Wittenagemot, both in going and return

ing, e>.:cept they were notorious thieves and robbers. 

Thefeveral THE German Saxons, as the other nations of that 
cJders of continent, were divided into three ranks of men, the noble, 
men. 

the free, and the llaves a. This difrintl:ion they brought 
over with them into Britain. 

THE nobles were called thanes; and were of two kinds, 

the king's thanes and leffer thanes. The latter feem to 

have been dependant on the former; and to have received 

lands, for which they paid rent, fervices, or attendance in 
peace and war •. We know of no title, which raifed any 

one to the rank of thane, except noble birth and the pof

{effion of ~and. The former was always much regarded by 
all the German nations even in their m oft barbarous frate; 
and as the Saxon nobility, having little credit, could fcarcely 

burthen their eftates with much debt, and as the commons 
had little trade or induihy by which they could accu
mulate riches, thefe two ranks of men, even though they 

were not feparated by pofitive laws, might remain long 
difrinB:, and the noble families continue many ages in 
opulence and fplendor. There were no middle rank of 

men, that could gradually mix with their fuperiors, and 

infenfibly procure to themfelves honour and difrinB:ion. 

If by any extraordinary accident, a mean perfon acquired 

a Nithard, hift, lib. 4• b Spelm. Feus and Tenures, p 40. 

riches, 
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riches, a circumfl:ance fo fingular made him be known Apptndix: 
and remarked; he became the objeCt of envy, as well as of~ 
indignation, to all the nobles; he would have great diffi-
culty to defend what he had acquired ; and he would find 
it impoffible to protect himfelf from oppreffion, except by 
courting the patronage of fome great chieftain, and paying 
a large price for his fafety. 

THERE are two fl:atutes among the Saxon laws, which 
feem calculated to confound thofe different ranks of men; 
that of Athelfl:an, by which a merchant, who had made 
three Jong fea-voyages on his own account, was intitled 
to the quality of thane ; and that of the fame prince, by 
which a ceorle or hufbandman, who had been able to 
purchafe five hydes of land, and had a chapel, a kitchen, 
a hall, and a bell, was raifed to the farre diilinC:tion d. 

But the opportunities were fo few, by which a merchant 
or ceorle could thus exalt hin felf above his rank, that the 
law could never overcome the reigning prejudices; the 
difiinCl:ion between noble and bafe blood would frill be 
indelible; and the well-born thanes would entertain the 
highefr contempt for thofe legal and faCtitious ones. 
Though we are not informed of any of thefe circumfrances 
by ancient hifiorians, they are fo much founded on the 
nature of things, that we may admit them as a necefrary 
and infallible confequence of the fituation of the kingdom 
during thofe ages. 

THE cities appear by Domefday-book to have been at 
the conquefi little better than villages e. York itfelf, 
though it was always the fecond, at leaft the third r city 

1n 

c Wilkins, P• 71. cl Selden, Titles of honour, P• 515. Wil· 
kins, p. 70. 

e Winchefter, being the capial of the 'Ve!l-Saxon monarchy, was anc:i• 
t'ntly a confiderable c1ty, Gul. Pia. p. 2.10. 

f Norwich contained 738 houfes, Exeter, 315, Jpfwich, 538, North• 
ampton, 6o, Hertford, 1461 Ci.gterbury, 7.6~, Bath, 64, Southampton, 84• 

VoL. I. P Warwick, 
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Appendix in England, and was the capital of a great province, 
~which never was thoroughly united with the reft, con

tained then but 1418 families&. Malme!bury tells us h, 

that the great difl:inetion between the Anglo-Saxon nobi
lity and the French or Norman, was that the latter built 
magnificent and ftately caftles; whereas the former con
fumed their immenfe fortunes in riot and hofpitality, and 

in mean houfes. We may thence infer, that the arts in 

general were much lefs advanced in England than in 
France; a greater number of idle fervants and retainers 
lived about the great families; and as thefe, even in 
France, were powerful enough to difturb the execution of 
the laws, we may judge of the authority, acquired by the 
ariftocracy in England. When earl God wrn befieged the 
Confdfor in London, he fummoned from all parts hi~ 
hufcarles, or houfeceorles and retainers, and thereby 
conftrained his fovereign to accept of the conditions, 

which he was pleafed to impofe upon him. 
'rHE lower rank of freemen were denominated ceorles 

among the Anglo-Saxons; and where they were induf

trious, they were chiefly employed in hufbandry : Whence 
a ceorle, and a hufbandman, became in a manner fyno
nimous terms. They cultivated the farms of the nobility 

or thanes for which they paid rent: and they feem to 
have been removeable at pleafure. For there is little men
tion of leafes among the Anglo-Saxons : The pride of the 
nobility, together with the general ignorance of writing~ 
muft have rendered thofe contraB:s very rare, and muft 

Warwick, us. See Brady of Boroughs, p. 3, 4, 5• 6J &c.. Thefe are the

mofi: confiderable he mentions. Tile account of them is extratled from 

Domefday-book. 
' Brady's treatife of boroughs, p. Io. There were fix: wards, befides the 

archbi1hop's palace; and five of thefe wards contained the number of families 

here mentioned, which at the tate of five perfons to a family makes ab01.11! 

7000 fouls. The fixth ward was }.lid wafi:e. 

Jl P. Ioz. See alfo de Geft. Angl. P• 333• 
6 have 
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have kept the huiliandmen in a dependant condition. The Appendix 

rents of farms were then chiefly paid in kind i. ~ 

BUT the moft numerous rank by far in the community 
fccms to have been the !laves or villains, who were the 
property of their lords, and were confeq uently incapable, 
themfclves, of poffeffing any property. Dr Brady af
fures us, from a furvey af Domefday-·book k, that, in 
all the counties of England, the far greater part of the 
land was occupied by them, and that the huibandmen, 
and {till more the focmen, who wer tenants that could 
not be removed at pleafure, were very few in comparifon. 

This was not the cafe with the German nations, as far 
as we can collect from the account given us by Tacitus. 
The perpetu21l wars in the Heptarchy, and the depreda
tions of the Danes, feem to have been the cau{e of this 
great alteration with the Anglo-Saxons. Prifoners taken 
in battle, or carried off in the frequent inroads, were then 
reduced to flavery; and became, by right of war 1, entirdy 
at the difpofal of their lords. Great property in the nc
bles, efpecially if joined to an irregular adm!lli.ihation of 

jufiice, naturally favours the power of the arifiocracy; 
but ftill more fo, if the practice of flavery be admitt~d, 
and has become very common. The nobility not only 
poffefs the influence which always attends riches, but alfo 
the power which the laws give them over thcit flaves and 
villains. It then becomes difficult, and almoft impaf
ble, for a private man to remain altogether free and iu
dep~ndant. 

THERE were two kinds of flaves among the Anglo
Saxons; houfenold !laves, after the manner of the an
cients, and prredial or rufiic, after the mannex of. the 

i LL. Inre, § 70. Thefe laws fixed the rents for a hyde; but it is diffi
cult to convert it lnto modern meafures. k General preface to hie 

hilt. p. 7, 8, 9, & r. 1 LL. Edg. § 14. apud Spellm. Cone. vol. i. 
f• '1 7•· 

p 2 Germans. 
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Appendix Germans m. Thefe latter refembled the ferfs, which are-

~at prefent to be met with in Poland, Denmark, and fome 
parts of Germany. The power of a mafi:er over his 

llaves was not unlimited among the Anglo-Saxons, as it 

was among their ancefi:ors. If a' man beat out his flave's 
eye or teeth, the flave recovered his 1 iberty" : If he killed 
him, he paid a fine to the king; provided the flave died 

within a day after the wound or blow : Otherwife it 
paffed unpuni!hed o. The felling of tlremfelves or children 

to flavery was always the practice among the German 

nations P, and was continued by the Anglo-Saxons q. 

THE great lords and abbots among the Anglo-Saxons 
poffefTed a criminal jurifdiCl:ion within their territories,. 

and could punifh without appeal any thieves or robber& 

whom they caught there r. This infritution mufr have 

had a very contrary effect to that which was intended, 

and muft have procured robbers a fure protection on the 

lands of fuch noblemen as did not fincerely mean to dif .. 

courage crimes and violence. 
Courts of 
j uftice. 

BuT though the general fi:rain of the Anglo.Saxon go
vernment feems to have become arifrocratical, there were 

- fl:ill confiderable remains of the ancient democracy, which 

were not indeed fuffi.cient to proteCt: the loweft of the peo

ple, without the patronage of fome great lord, but might 

give fecurity, and even fomc degree of dignity, to the 

gentry or inferior nobility. The adminifrration of j uftice, 
in particular, by the courts of the Decennary, the Hun

dred, and the County, was well calculated to defend 

general liberty, and to refrrain the power of the nobles. 
In the county courts or ihiremotes, all the frecholders 
were affembled twice a-year, and received appeals from 

. m Spellm. Gloff. in verb. Servus. n LL. iElf. § :o. 
o Ibid. § 17· P Tacit. de morib. Germ. q LL. Ime, 

§ u. LL. iElf. § sz. r Higden, Jib. r. cap. so. LL. Edw. 

Conf. § 26. Spellm. Cone, vol. i. r· 4 r 5• Glo!f, in verb, Haligmzot et 

lnfangentbefi. 
th 



APPENDIX I. 21J 

the inferior courts. They there decided all caufes, eccle- Appendix 

fiaftical as well as civil; and the bilhop, together with~ 
the alderman or earl, prefided over them •. The affair 
was determined in a fummary manner, without much 
pleading, formality, or delay, by a majority of voices; 
and the bifhop and alderman had no further authoritY. 
than to keep order among the freeholders, and interpofe 
with their opinion t. Where juflice was denied during 
thre.e feffions by the Hundred, and then by the County 
court, there lay an appeal to the king's court u; but this 
:was not practifed on flight occafions. The aldermen re-
.ceived a third of the fines levied in thofe courts w; and as 
mofr of the puniiliments \Verc then pecuniary, this per-
quifite formed a conftderable part of the profits belonging 
to his office. The two thirds alfo, which went to the 
king, made no contemptible part of the public revenue. 
Any freeholder was fined who abfented himfelf thrice 
from thefe courts x. 

As the extreme ignorance of the age made deeds and 
writings very rare, the County or Hundred court was the 
place where the mofi remarkable civil tranfaB:ions were 
finifh.ed, in order to p:-eferve the memory of them, and 
prevent all future difputes. Here teflaments were pro
mulgated, flaves manumitted, bargains of fale concluded; 
and fometirpes, for greater fecurity, the mofr confider
able of thefe deeds were inferted in the blank leaves of the 
parilh Bible, which thus became a kind of rcgifl:er, too 
facred to be falfified. It was not unufual to add to the 
deed an imprecation Of?. all fuch as lhould be guilty of 
that crime r. 

s LL. Edg. § 5· Wil~im, p. 78. LL. Canut. § 17. Wilkins, p. 136· 
t Hickes Diller~. Epill. p. z, 3• 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. u LL. Edg. § z. 

)lilkins, p. 77• LL. Canut. ~ 18. apud Wilkins, p. 136. 
vr LL. Edw, Con f . § 3 I. x LL. Ethelil. § zo. 
Y H~ckes Diifert. Epift. 

p 3 AMONG 
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Appendix: AMoNG a people, who lived in fo fimple a manner as 

~the Anglo-Saxons, the judicial power is always of greater 

importance than the legiflative There were few or no 

taxes impofed by the ftates: There were few ftatutes en• 

aCl:ed ; and the nation was lefs governed by laws, than 

by cuftoms, which admitted a great latitude of interp et

ation. Though it fuould, therefore, be allowe-d, that 

the Wittenagemot was altogether compofed of the prin· 

cipal nobility, the county-courts, where all the free· 

holders were admitted, and which regulated all the daily 
occurrences of life, formed a wide bafis for the govern

ment, and were no contemptible checks on the arifio

cracy. But there is another power frill more important 

than either the judici~l or legiflative; to wit, the power 

of injuring or ferving by immediate force and violence, 

for which it is difficult to obtain redrefs in courts of 
jufiice. In all extcnfive governments, where the execu

tion of the laws is feeble, this power naturally falls into 

the hands of the principal nobility ; and the degree of it 
which prevails, c :nnot be determined fo much by the 

public {btutes, as by fmall incidents in hifrory, by par

ticular cufroms, and fometimcs by the reafon and nature 

of things. 'ifhe Highlands of Scotland have long been 

entitled by law to every privilege of Britifu fubjeets; but 

it was not till very lately that the common people could 

in faet enjoy thefe privileges. 

THt powers of all the members of the Anglo-Saxon 

government are difputed among hifrorians and antiquaries: 

The extreme obfcurity of the fubjeet, even tbough fac

tion had never entered into the qudhon, would naturally 

have begotten thofe controverfies. But the great infiueflce 

of the lords over their fiaves and tenants, the clientfhip 

of the burgl;lers, the total want 9f a miudling raJ!k o( meJ1,, 
th~ 
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the extent of the monarchy, the loofe execution of the Aprendix 

laws, the continued diforders and convulfions of the~ 
fiate; all thefe circumfiances evince, that the Anglo-
Saxon government became at !aft extremely ariftocratical; 
and the events, during the period immediately preceding 
the conque.fl:, confirm this inference or conjetl:ure. 

BoTH the punHhments inRiCl:ed by the Anglo-Saxon Criminal 

courts of judicature, and the methods of proof employed law. 

in all caufes, appear fomewhat fin gular, and are very 
difFerent from thofe which prevail at prefent among all 
civilized nations. 

WE mufr conceive, that the ancient Germans were 
little removed from the original ftate of nature: The fo
cial confederacy among them was more martial than civil: 
They had chiefly in view the means of attack or defence 
againft public enemies, not thofe of proteCtion againfi: 
their fellow-citizens : Their poffeffions were fo flender 
and fo equal, that they were not expofed to great danger; 
and the natural bravery of the people made every man 
truft to himfelf and to his particular friends for his de
fence or vengeance. This defetl: in the political union' 
drew much clofer the knot of particular confederacies: 
An infult upon any man was regarded by all his relations 
and affociates as a common injury : They were bound 
by honour, as well as by a fenfe of common intereft, to 
revenge his death, or any violence which he had fuffered : 
They retaliated on the aggreffor by like aCl:s of violence; 
and if he were proteCted, as was natural and ufual, by 
his own clan, the quarrel was fpread frill wider, and bred 
endlefs diforders in the nation. 

THE Frifians, a tribe of the Germans, had nevet ad
vanced beyond this wild and imperfect .fl:ate of fociety ; 
and the right of private revenge fiill remained among 

P + them 
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Appendix them unlimited and uncontrouled z. But the other Ger-

~~ man nations, in the age of Tacitus, had made one fl:ep 
farther toward:, completing the political or civil union. 

Though it frill continued to be an indifp~nfable point of 

honour for every clan to revenge the death or mjury of 

a member, the magifirate had acquired a rjght of mter

pofing in the quarrel, and of accommodating the differ

ence. He obliged the perfon maimed or injured, and the 

relations of one killed, to accept 0f a prefent from the ag
gre!for and his relations a, asacompenfation for the m jury", 
and to .drop all farther profecution of revenge. That the
accommodation of one quarrel might not be the fource of 

more, this prefent was fixed and certain, according to the 

rank of the per Con killed or injured, and was commonly 
paid in cattle, the chief property of thofe rude and uncul
tivated nations. A prefent of this kind gratified the re
venge of the injured family by the lofs which the aggreffor 

fuftered: It fatisfied their pride by the fubmiffion which 

it expreffed : It diminifhed their regret for the lofs or in

jury of a kinfman by their acquifition of new property: 
And thus general peace was for a moment reftored to the 

fociety c. 

,BuT when the German nations had been fettled fame 

time in the provinces of the Roman empire, they made 
frill another fiep towards a more cultivated life, and their 
crimin:ll j ufiice gradually improved <\nd refined itfelf. The 
magifirate, whofe office it was to guard public peace and 

to fupprefs private animofities, conceived himfclf to be 
injured by every injury done to any of his people; an_d 

z LL. Frif. tit. 2 apud Lin·lenbrog. p. 491. a LL. JEthdb, 
~ '-3• LL • ./£If. § "7 · b Called by the Saxons maghota. 

c Tacit de morib. Germ. The author fays, that the price ~f'the compo!i

tion was fixed; which muft have bt:t!n by the laws and the intt;rpofitiun of the 

,r.ati llr.1tes, ' ' · 

be fides 
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befides the cornpenfation to the perfon who fuffered, or App;.ndi& 

to his family, he thought himfelf entitled to exaa a fine,~ 
called the Fridwit, as an atonement for the breach of 
peace, and as a reward for the pains which he had taken 
in accommodating the quarrel. When this idea, which 
is fo natural, was once fuggefied, it was willingly received 
both by fovereign and people. The numerous fines 
which were levied, augmented the revenue of the king: 
And the people were fenfible, that he would be more vi
gilant in interpofing with his good offices, when he reaped 
fuch immediate advantage from them; and that injuries 
would be lefs frequent, when, befides compenfation to the 
perfon injured, they were expofed to this additional 
penalty d. 

Tars lhort abihaB: contains the hiR:ory of the criminal 
jurifprudence of the northern nations for feveral centuries. 
The ftate of England in this particular, during the period 
of the Anglo-Saxons, may be judged of by the colleB:ion 
of ancient laws, publilhed by Lambard and Wilkins. 
The chief purport of thefe laws is not to prevent or en
tirely fupprefs private quarrels, which the legiflator knew 
to be impoffible, but only to regulate and moderate them. 
The laws of Alfred enjoin, that, if any one know, that 
his enemy or aggreffor, after doing him an injury, refolves 
to keep within his own houfe and his own lands e, he 1hall 
n~t fight him, till he require compenfation for the injury. 
If he be fl:rong enough to befiege him in his houfe, he 
may do it for feven days without attacking him; and if 
the aggreffor be willing, during that time, to furrender 
himfelf and his arms, his adverfary mufl: detain him thirty 
d~ys, but is afterwards obliged to refl:ore him fafe to his 

cl Belices paying money to the relations of the deceafed and to the kins, 
the murderer was alfo obliged to pay the malhr of a flave or va1fal a fum as 
a compenfation for his lo[$. This was called the Manhote, See Spell. Glofr. 
in verb. Fredum, ]Yf.anhot. • The addition of thefe laft words in 
ltalics appears ncce1fary from what follows in the fame law, 

kindred, 
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ppendi.t kindred, tmd be content with the compmfation. If the cri~ 
~ minal fly to the temple, that fanCl:uary mufl: not be vio

lated. Where the affailant has not force fufficient to be

fiege the criminal in his houfe, he mull apply to the 
alderman for affifrance; and if the alderman refufe aid, 

the affailant muft have recourfe to the king : And he is 

not allowed to affault the houfe, till after this fupreme 

rnagiHrate has refufcd affiftance. If any one meet with 

his enemy, and be ignorant that he was refolved to 

keep within his own lands, he mufr, before he attack 

him, require him to furrender himfelf prifoner, and de

liver \JP his arms; in which cafe he may detain him 

thirty days : But if he refufe to deliver up his arms, it is 

then lawful to fight him. A flave may fight in his maf .. 

ter's quarrel : A father may fight in his fan's with any 

one, except with his mafrer '· 
IT was enaCted by king Ina, that no man iliould take 

revenge for an injury till he had firft demanded compen ... 

fation, and had been refufed it g. 

KING Edmond) in the preamble to his laws, mentions 

the general mifery, occafioned by the multiplicity of private 
feuds and battles; and he efrablifhes feveral expedients 

for remedying this grievance. He ordains, that, if any 
one commit murder, he may, with the affifrance of his 

kindred, pay within a twelvemonth the fine of his crime; 
and if they abandon him, he !hall alone fufrain the deadly 
feud or quarrel with the kindred of the murdered perfon: 
His own kindred are free from the feud, but on condition 
that thg neither converfe with the criminal, nor fupply 

him with meat or oth1r necejfories: If any Df them, after 

renouncing him, receive him into their houfe, or give him 
iff!ftcmce, they are finable to the king, and are involved 

in the feud. If the kindred of the murdered perfon take 

revenge on any but the criminal himfelf, after he £s aban-

£ LL. JE!fr. § d. Wilkins, p. 43· z LL. Tn~, § 9• 
doned 
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"doned by his kindred, ;u their property is forfeited, and ~ppendix 
f. 

they are declared to be enemies to the king and all his~ 
friends h. It is a1fo ordained, that the fi!le for murder 
:lhall never be remitted by the king i, and that no criminal 
:lhall be killed who flies to the church, or any of the 
king's towns k; and the king himfelf declares, that his 
houfe :!hall give no proteclion to murderers, till they have 
fatisfied the church.by their pennance, and the kindred of 
the deceafed, by making compenfation 1• The method 
·appointed for tranfacring this compofition is found in the 
fame lawm. 

THESE attempts of Edmond, to contraCt: and diminilh 
the feuds, were contrary to the ancient fpirit of the north
ern barbarians, and were a :ll:ep towards a more regular 
adminiftration of juftice. By the Salic law, any man, 
might, by a public declaration, exempt himfelf from his 
family quarrels: But then he was confidered by the law 
as no longer belonging to the family; and he was de
prived of all right of fucceffion, as the punifhment of 
his cowardice n. 

THE price of the king's head, or his weregild, as 
it was then called, was by law 3o,ooo thrimfas, near 
1300 pounds of prefent money. The price of the prin
ce's head was I s,ooo thrimfas ; that of a biihop's or 
lderman's 8ooo ; a lheri:ff's 4000 ; a thane's or clergy

man's 2000; a ceorle's 266. Thefe prices were fixed 
by the laws of the Angles. By the Mercian law, the 
price of a ceorle's head was 200 fuillings ; that of a 
thane's fix times as much; that of a king's fix times 
more 0

• By the Jaws of Kent, the price of the arch
bilhop's head was higher than that of the king's P. Such 
refpect was then paid to the ecclefiaftics ! It muft be un-

h LL. Edm. § r. W;lkins, p. 73· i LL, Edm. § j• 

k LL. Edm. § z. 1 LL, Edm. § 4• m LL. Edm. § 7• 
n Tit. 63. o Wilkins, p. 711 71.. p LL. Elthredi, 

apud Wilk~ns, p. J 10, 

derftood, 
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J\fP;,ndix dedlood, tl1at, where a perfon was unable or unwilling 

~to pay the fine, he was put out of the. proteCl:ion of law, 
and the kindred of the deceafed had liberty to punifh him 

as they thought proper. 
SoME antiquaries q have thought, that thefe compen

fations were only given for man-flaughter, not fer wilful 
murder: But no fuch difl:inCl:ion appears in the laws; 

a!ld it is contradiCl:ed by the praCtice of all the other bar,. 

barous nations r, by that of the ancient Germans s, and 

by that curious monument above mentioned of Saxon an

tiquity, preferved by Hickes. There is indeed a law of 
Alfred's which makes wilful murder capital t; but this 

feems only to have been an attempt of that great legiflator 

towards efiablilhing a better police in the kingdom, and 
it probably remained without execution. B,y the laws qf 
the fame prince, a c?nfpiracy againft the life of the king 
might be redeemed by a fine u. 

THE price of all kindi of wounds was likewife fixed by 
~he Saxon laws: A wound of an inch long under the hair 

was paid with one fhilling : One of a like fize in the 

face, two iliillings : Thirty fhi1lings for the lofs of an 

ear ; and fo forth w. There feems not to have been any 

difierence made, according to the dignity of the perion. 

13y the laws of Ethelbert, any one who committed adul

tery with his neighbour's wife was obliged to pay him~ 

:fin~, and buy him another Yifc x. · 

THESE inftitutions are not peculiar to the ancient . 

G rmans. 1 .. hey feem to be the neceffary progrefs of 

criminal jurifprudence among every free people, where 

., Tyrrel introdutl. vol. i. p. u6, Carte, vol. i. p. 366. 
' Lindenbrogius, paffim. 1 Tac, de mor. Germ, 

t LL • .&lf. § 12.. Wilkins, p. ~9· It is probable, that by wilful mur• 

der Alfred means a treacherous murder, committed by one who has no drclared 

feu 1 with another. u LL. /Elf. § 4· Wilkins, P• 35• 

w LL. JE!i. § 40. See alfo LL, Ethtll-. \ 341 &c. 

x LL. Ethelb. § 32. 

the 
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the will of the fovueign is not implicitly obeyed. We Appeaiix 

find them among the ancient Greeks during the time of--,:......, 
the Trojan war. Compofitions for murder are mentioned 
in Neftor's fpeech to Achilles in the ninth Iliad, and are 
called .X7rOIIi~'- The lrilh, wno never had any connec-
tions with the German nations, adopted the fame practice 
till very lately; and the price of a man's head was calJed 
among them his tric; as we learn from Sir John Davis. 
The fame cufiom feems alfo to have prevailed among the 
Jews r. 

THEFT and robbery were frequent among the Anglo
Saxons. In order to impofe fome check upon thefe 
crimes, it was ordained, that no man 1hould fell or buy 
.any thing above twenty pence value, except in open mar
ket~; and every bargain ot fale muft be executed before 
witne!fes a. Gangs of robbers much difru rb.;d the peace 
of the country; and the law determined, that a tribe of 
banditti, confifiing of between feven and thirty-five per
fans, was to be called a turma, or troop : Any greater 
company was denominated an army b. The punilhmcnts 
for this crime were various, but none of them capital c. 

If any man could track his fiolen cattle into another's 
ground, the latter was obliged to lhow the tracks out of 
it, or pay their value d. 

REBELLioN, to whatever excefs it was carried, 
was not capita], but might be redeemed by a fum of 
money e. The legiflators, knowing it impoffible to 
prevent all diforders, only .impofed a higher fine on 
breaches of the peace committed in the king's court, or 
before an alderman or bilhop. An alehoufe too feems to 

Y Exod. cap. xxi. 29, 30. z LL. I.Ethelft. § a. 
a LL • .IEthelft. § 10. a. LL. Edg. apud Wilkins, p. 8o. LL, Ethel. 

1
edi, § 4 apud Wilkms, P• 103. Hloth. & Eadm. § 16. LL. Canut, § Z1w 

b LL. In.e, § a. c LL. Inre, § 37• d LL. iEthelft. § :. 
Wilkins, p. 63. c .LL. EthtlrediJ apud Wilkin•

1 
p. uo. LL. }Elf. 

§ 4• Wilkins1 P• 35· · 

have 
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Appendix have been confidered as a privileged place; and any,: quar .. 

~ rels that arofe there were more feverely puni£hed than 

elfewhere r. 

Rules of 
proof. 

IF the manner of punifliing crimes among the Angle,., 

Saxons appear fingular,. the proofs were not lefs fo; and 
were alfo the natural refult of the fituation of thofe people. 

Whatever we may imagine concerning the ufual truth 

and fincerity of men, who live in a rude and barbarous 

fiate, there is much more falfehood, and even perjury 

among them, than among civilized nations : Virtue, 

which is nothing but a more enlarged and more culti

vated reafon, never flourilhes to any degree, nor is founded 

on fieady principles of honour, except where a good edu

cation becomes general; and where men are taught the 
pernicious confeq uences of vice, treachery, and immora

lity. Even fuperfl:it;on, though more prevalent among 

ignorant nations, is but a poor fupply for the defeets in 

knowledge and education: Our European ancf'fiors, who 
employed every moment the expedient of fwearing on ex

traordinary croffes and reliques, were lcfs honourable in 
all engagements than their pofrerity, who from experience 

have omitted thofe ineffeCtual fecurities. This general 

pronenefs to perjury was much encreafed by the ufual 

want of difcernment in judges, who could not difcufs an 

intricate evidence, and were obliged to number, not weigh, 

the tefl:imony of the witneffes g. Hence the ridiculous 

praCtice of obliging men to bring compurgators, who, ~ 
they did not pretend to know any thing of the faC!, ex

prefTed upon oath, that they believed the perfon fpoke 

true; and thefe compurgators were in fome cafes multi· 

f LL. Hlotb. & Eadm, ~ u, 13. LL. Ethelr. apud Wilkins, p. II7• 
1: Sometimes the laws fixed eafy general rule~ for weighiag the credibility 

of witne~s. A man whofe life was eltimated at 120 1hdlings counterba• 

lanced fix eeorl~, each of whore lives was only valued at twenty lhilling!, and 

Jais oath was efteemed equivalent to that of all the 1ix. See Wilkins, p. 71.. 

plied 
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plied to the number of three htJndred h, The praCl:ic~ A d. 

alfo of fingle combat was employed by moft nations on~ 
the continent as a remedy againft falfe evidence i; and 
though it was frequently dropped, from he oppofition 
of ~he clergy, it was continually revived, from experienc 
of the falfehood attending the teftimony of witneffes k. It 
became at la£1: a fpecies of jurifprudence: The cafes were 
determined by law, in which the party might challenge 
his adverfary, or tho witneffes, or the judge himfelf 1 : 

And though thefe cufl:oms were abfurd, they were rathe 
an improvement on the methods of trial, which had for .. 
merly been praB:ifed among thofe barbarous nations, and 
which frill prevailed among the Anglo-Saxons. 

WHEN any controverfy about a fact became tQO intri
cate for thofe ignorant judgas to unravel, they had re
courfe to what they called the judgment of God, that is, 
to fortune: Their methods of confulting this oracle were 
various. One of them was the decifion by the croft: I 
was pratl:ifed in this manner. \Vhen a perfon was ac
cufed of any crime, he firfl: cleared himfelf by oath, and 
he was attended by eleven compurgators. He next took 
two pieces of wood, one of which was marked with the 
fign of the crofs ; and wrapping bQth up in wool, he 
placed them on the altar, or on fome celebrated relique. 
After folemn prayers for the fuc<;efs of the experiment~ 
a prieft, or in his ftead fome unexperienced youth~ 
took up one of the pieces of wood, and if he happened 
upon that which was marked with the figure of the crofs , 
the perfon was pronounced innocent; if otherwife, guilty m. 

This praEI:ice, as it arofe from fuperftition, was abolifued 
by it in France. The emperor, Lewis the Debonnaire, 

h Prref, Nicol, ad Wilkins, p. n. i LL. Bur~und, tJp. 45• 
LL. Lomb.lib. :t. tit. 55• cap. 34• k LL. Longob. lib. z. tit. 55• 
tap. :3. apud Lincienb. P• 661. 1 See Desfontaines and Beaumanoir. 

m l:.L, Frifon, tit, 14. apud Lindenbr~iwm, p. 496. 

prohibited 
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Appendix prohibited that method of tria.l, not becaufe it was uncer .• 
I. 
~ tain, but lcfi that facred figure, fays he, of the crofs !hould 

Military 
force. 

be profl:ituted in common difputes and controvedies n. 

THE ordeal was another eftablifhed method of trial 

among the Anglo-Saxons. It was praCl:ifed either by 
boiling water or red-hot iron. The former was appro
priated to the common people; the latter to the nobility. 
The water or iron was confecrated by many prayers, 
maffes, fafiings, and exorcifms •; after which, the perfon 
accufed either took up a ftone funk in the water P to a 

certain depth, or carried the iron to a certain difiance; 
and his hand being wrapped up, and the covering fealed 

for three days, if there appeared, on examining it, no 

marks of burning, he was pronounced innocent; if other-
wife, guilty q• The trial by cold water was different: 

The perfon was thrown into confecrated water; if he 
fwam, he was guilty; if he funk, innocent r. It is diffi
cult for us to conceive, how any innocent perfon could 
ever efcape by the one trial, or any criminal be conviB:ed 
by the other. But there was another ufage admirably 

calculated for allowing every crim~nal to efcape, who had 

confidence enough to try it. A confecratcd cake, called 
a corfned, was produced; which if the perfon could (wal
low and digefr, he was pronounced innocents. 

THE feudal law, if it had place at all among the 

Anglo-Saxons, which is doubtful, was not certainly ex· 
tended over al] the landed property, and was not attended 
with thofe confequences of homage, reliefs r, wardlhip, 

n Du Gange in "Verb. Crux. V Spellm. in ~erb. Ordeal. Parker, 

P•ISS• Lindenbrog, p. 1299• P LL. Ince, § 77• q Some-

times the perfon accufed walked barefoot over red hot iron. r Spell-

man in veTb. Ordealium. s Spellm. in verb. Corfned. Patker, 

P• 156. Text. Roffenl. p. 3 3• t Os the death ef an alderman, a 
&reater or le!Ter thane, there was a payment made to the king of his befl: 

arms; and this was called his heriot: But this "as not of the n:~ture of a 

relief. See Spellm. of tenures, p. :a.. The value of this heriot was fix~d by 

Canute•s laws, ~ 6g. 
marriage, 
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marriage, ani' other burthens; which were infeparable Appendix ' :t 1 from it in the~ kingdoms of the continent. As the Saxons ~ 
expelled or almofl: entirely defl:royed the ancient Bntons, 
they planted them '"elves in this ifland on the fa~e footing 
with their ance:fl:ors in C1ermany, and found no occafion 
for the feudal in!l:itutions u, which were calculated to 
m.aintain a kind of :fl:anding army, always in readinefs to 
fupprefs any infurretl:ion among the conquered people. 
The trouble and expence of defending the ftate in Eng-
land lay equally upon all the land; and it was ufual for 
every five hides to equip a man for the fervice. The tri-
noda necejfitas, as it was called, or .the burthcn of military 
expeditions, of repairing highways, and of building and 
fupporting bridges't was infeparable from landed property, 
even though it belonged to the church or mona!l:eries, 
unlefs exempted by a particular charter w. The ceorlei 
or hu!bandrnen were provided with arms, and were ob-
liged to take their turn in military duty x. There were 
computed to be 24-3~6oo hides in England Y; confe-
quently the ordinary military force of the kingdom con-
fifted of 4-8,720 men; though, no doubt, on extraordinary 
occafions, a greater number might be aifembled. The 
king and nobility had fome military tenants, who were 
called Sithcun-men z, And there were fome lands an-
nexed to the office of aldermen, and to other offices; but 
thefe probably were not of great extent, and were poifeifed 
only during pleafure, as in the commencement of the 
feudal law in other countries of Europe. 

THE revenue of the king feems to have confi!l:ed chiefly Public re· 
in his demefnes, which were large; and in the tolls and venue. 
impofts which he probably levied at difcretion on the bo-
roughs and fea-ports, that lay within his demefnes. He 

u Braeton de Acqu. rer. domin. lib. 2. cap. 16. See more fully Spellman 
-of feuds and tenu1es, ar.d Craigius de jure feud, l1b. 1. dieg. 7• 

w Spellm. Cone. vol. i. p. 256. x Inx, §51. Y Spellm. 
of feuds and ten \.!res, p. 1 7, z S pellm, C:;nc, vol. i. p. J 9 S• 

VoL. I. Q could 
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Appendix could not alienate any part of the crown lands, even to reli-

~ gious ufes, without the confent of the fl:ates a. Danegelt 

was a land-tax of a fhilling a hide~ impofed by thefiates b; 

either for payment of the fums exacted by the Danes, or 

for putting the kingdom in a pofi:ure of defence againft 

thofe invaJers c. 

Value of 
money• 

rrHE Saxon pound; as likewife that which was coined 

for fomc centuries after the conquefi:, was near three times 
the weight of our prefent money: 'fhere were forty-eight 
£billings in the pound, and five pence in a fhilling d; 

confequently a Saxon fhilling was near a fifth heavier than 

ours1 and a Saxon penny near three times as heavy e. As 

to the value of money in thofe times, compared to commo

dities, there are fome, though not very certain, means of 

comput<"ttion. A {heep by the laws of Athelftan was efl:i ... 

mated at a £billing; that is, fifteen-pence of our money. 
"rhe fleece was two-fifths of the value of the whole 
fheep f; much above its prefent eftimation ; and the reafon 

probably was, that the Saxons, like the ancients, wera 

little acquainted with any clothing but what waa 

made of wool. Silk and cotton were quite unknown; 

Linen was not much ufed. An ox was computed at fix 

' times tl}e value of a lheep ; a cow at four g. If we fup

pofe, that the cattle in that age, from the defeCts in huf .. 
bandry, were not fo large as they are at prefent in Eng

land, we may compute, that money was then near ten 

times of greater value. A horfe was valued at about 

thirty-fix £billings of our money, or thirty Saxon fuil ... 
1: ngs 11 ; a mare a third lefs. A man at three ·pounds i., 

1'he board-wages of a child the firfi: year was eight £bil
lings, together with a cow's pafture in furnmer, and an 

a ~pellm. Concr vol. i. p. 340. b Cbron. Sax. p. 128. 
c LL. Edw. Con.§ 12. d LL . .IElf. § 40. e Fleet· 

trood's Chron. Pretiofum, p. z7, 28, &c. f LL. Jn:e, § G9. 
g Wilkins, p. 6§. h lb1d. p. u.6, i Ibid. 

ox.':t 

7 
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Q"'s in winter k. William of Malrne!bury mentions it Appendix 

as a remarkably high price that William Rufus gave fif. ~ 
teen marks for a horfe, or about thirty pounds of our pre-
fent money 1• Between the years goo and Jooo, .Ednoth 
bought a hide of land for about I 18 1hillings of prefent 
money m. This was little more than a 1hilling an acre, 
which indeed appears to have been the ufual price, as we 
may learn from other accounts "· A palfrey was fold for 
twelve 1hillings about the year g66 °. The value of an 
ox in king Ethelred's time was between feven and eight 
fhillings; a cow about fix lhillings P. Gervas of Tilbury 
fays, that in Henry I.'s time, bread which would fu.ffice a 
hundred men for a day was rated at three fhillings, or a 
lhilling of that age; for it is thought that foon after the 
conqueft a pound fterling was divided into twenty thil-
lings: A !beep was rated at a lhilling, and fo of other 
things in proportion. In Athelfian's time a ram was va-
lued at a lhilling, or four-pence Saxon q• The tenants of 
Shire burn were obliged, at their choice, to pay either fix-
pence or four hens r. About 1232, the abbot of St. Al.. 
ban!>, going on a journey, hired feven handfome ftout 
horfes ; and agreed, if any of them died on the road, to 
pay the owner 30 fhillings a-piece of our prefent money •. 
It is to be remarked, that in all ancient times, the raifing 
of corn, efpecially wheat, being a fpccies of manufactory, 
that commodity always bore a higher price, compared to 
cattle, than it does in our times t. The Saxon Chronicle 
tells us u, that in the reign of Edward. the Confeffor there 
was the mofi terrible famine ever known; in fo much 
that a quarter of wheat rofe to fixty pennies, or fifteen 
iliiilings of our prefent money. Confequently it was 
as dear as if it now cofi: feven pounds ten ihillings. 

k LL. In:r, § 38. 1 P. 12r. m Hill, Rame(. p. 415. 
11 Hill. Elienf. p. 473 · 0 'H ift. Elienf. p. 471. P Wiikms, 

p a 6. q Wi lk ins, p. 56. r Monafi . Anglic, vel. ii, p. 528. 
• Mat. Pariw, t fleetwQod, t' . 8 3· 94• 96. p8, 11 P. 1 S1• 

Q_2 Thi$ 
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Appendtx This much exceeds the great famine in the end of queen 
~ Elizabeth ; when a quarter of wheat was fold for four 

pounds. Money in this lafl: period was nearly of the fame 
value as in our time. Thefe fevere famines are a certain 

proof of bad hufbandry. 
ON the whole, there are three things to be confidered, 

wherever a fum of money is mentioned in ancient times. 

Firft the change of denomination, by which a pound has 

been reduced to the third part of its ancient weight in fil
ver. Secondly, the change in value by the greater plenty 
of money, which has reduced the fame weight of filver to 

ten times lefs value, compared to commodities; and con

fequently a pound fierling to the thirtieth part of the an

cient value. Thirdly, the fewer people and lefs induftry, 
which were then to be found in every European kingdom. 
This circumftance made even the thirtieth part of the fum 
more difficult to levy, and caufed any fum to have more 
than thirty times greater weight and influence both abroad 

and at home, than in our times ; in the fame manner that 
a fum, a hundred thoufand pounds for infiance,_is at pre-
fent more difficult to levy in a fmall fiate, fuch as Bava
ria, and can produce greater effeCts on fuch a fmall com
munity, than on England. This laft difference is not 
eafy to be calculated : But allowing, that England has 
now fix times more induftry, and three times more people 
than it had at the conq uefi and for fome reigns after that 
period, we are, upon that fuppofition, to conceive taking all 
circumftances together, every fum of money mentioned by 
hiftorians, as if it were multiplied more than a hundred 
fold above a fum of the fame denomination at prefent. 

IN the Saxon times, land was divided equally among 

all the male-children of the deceafed, according to the 
cuftom of Gavelkind. The practice of entails is to be 

found in thofe times"· Land was chiefly of two kinds, 

x LL. /£If,§ 37• apud Wilkins, p. 43• 

bockland, 
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bockland, or land held by book or charter, which was Appendix: 

regarded as full property, and defccnded to the heirs of~ 
the poffdfor; and folkland, or the land held by the 
ceorles and common people, who were removeable at plea-
fure, and were indeed only tenants during the will of 
their lords. 

The fidl: attempt, which we find in England to fepa
rate the ecclefiafrical from the civil j urifdiCl:ion, was that 
law of Edgar, by which all difputes among the clergy 
were ordered to be carried before the bilhop Y. The pen
nances were then very fevcre; but as a man could buy 
them off with money, or might fubftitute others to per- _ 
form them, they lay eafy upon the rich z. 

WITH regard to the manners of the Ang1o-Saxons we Manners. 

can fay little, but that they were in general a rude, un
cultivated people, ignorant of letters, un!killed in the 
mechanical arts, untamc to fubmiffion under law and 
government, addiCl:ed to intemperance, riot, and difor-
der. Their befi quality was their rnilitary courage, which 
yet was not fupported by difcipline or conduct. Their 
:want of .fidelity to the prince, or to any trufl: repofed in 
them, appears firongly in the hifiory of their later period; 
and their want of humanity in all their hiftory. Even 
the Norman hifiorians, notwithftanding the low ftate Of 
the arts in their own country, fpeak of them as barba~ 
riaps, when they mention the invafion made upon them 
by the duke of Normandy a. Tbe conqueft put the peo-
ple in a fituation of receiving !lowly, from abroad, the 
rudiments of fcience and cultivation, and of correcting 
t~eir rough and licentious manners. 

Y WJ!kins, p. S3. z Ibid ~ p. 96, 97• Spell, Cone. p. 473• 
a Gul. Put, p. 20%.. 
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CHAP. IV. 

wILL I A lVI T I-I E c 0 N Q_U E R 0 R. 

Confequences of the battle of Hajlings--Submiflion 
of the Englifh--Settlement of the government
King's return to Normandy --Difcontents of the 
Englijh -Their infurretlions--Rigours of the 
Norman government--New infurreflioJZ.s
New rigours of the government- lntroduflion of the 
feudal law --!1;novation in ecclejiaftical govern
ment--Infurrt' ftion of the Norman barons-
Dijpute about inveflitures--Revolt of prince Ro 4 

bert--Doomfday book- The New forefi-
fVar with France--Eeath--and charaCter of 
William the Conqueror. 

N 0 THING could exceed the conll:ernation which c K A P. 

fcized the Engl i!h, when they received intelligence~ 
of the unfortunate battle of Hafi:ings, the death of their 1066. 

king, the flaughter of their principal nobility and ofConfrfquh<'n· 
ces o t e 

their braveft warriors, and the rout and difperfion of the hat• le of 
remainder. But though the lofs, which they had fuf- Hafiini•• 

tained in that fatal action, w?.s confiderable, it might 
have been repaired by a great nation ; where the people 

were generally armed, and where there refided fo many 

powerful noblemen in every province, who could have 
affembled their retainers, and have obliged the duke of 
Normandy to divide his army, and probably to wafte it 
in a variery of actions and rencounters. It was thus 
that the kingdom had formerly refifted, for many years, 
its invaders, and had been gradually fu bdued, by the con-
tinued efforts of the Romans, Saxons, and Danes; and 

QA, equal 
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C H A P. equal difficulties might have been apprehended by William 
IV. . . 

'--y--Jlll this bold and hazJ.rdous enterpnze. But there were 
· fever.al v· ces in the Anglo-Saxon confiitution, which ren

dered it diffi~ult for the Englifh ~'"> defend their liberties 
in fo critical an emergency. The people had in a great 
meafilre lofr all national pride and fpirit, by their recent 

and long fubjeCl:ion to the Danes; an 1 as Canute had, iri 
the courfe of his adminifhation, much abated the rigors 

of conquefr, and had governed them equitably by their 
own laws, they regarded with the lefs terror the ignominy 
of a foreign yoke, and deemed the inconveniences of fub

rniffion lefs formidable than thofe of bloodihed, war, and 
refifiance. Their att<lchment alfo to the ancient royal 

family had been much weakened by their habits of fub
rniffion to the Danifh princes, and by their late election 
of Harold, or their acquiefcence in his ufarpation. And 

as they had long been accufiomed to regard Edgar Athel

ing, the only heir of the Saxon line, as unfit to govern 

them even in times of order and tranquillity; they could 

entertain fmall hopes of his being able to repair fuch great 

loffes as they. had fufiained, or to withfrand the victorious 

arms of the duke of Normandy. 
THAT they might not, however, be altogether w;mt ... 

ing to themfelves in this extreme neceffity, the Engliili 

took fome fteps towards adjufting their disjointed govern ... 

ment, and uniting themfelves againfi the common enemy. 

The two potent earls, Edwin and l\1orcar, who had fled 

to London with the remains of the broken army, took 

the lead on this occafion : In concert with Stigand, arch

bifhop of Canterbury, a man poffeffed of great authority, 

and of am pie revenues, they proclaimed Edgar, and en

deavoured to put the people in a pofture of defence, and 

encourage them to refift the Normans b. But the terror 

b Cui. Pietav. p. 205. Order. Vitalis, p. so~. Hoveden, p. 449. 

Knyghton, P• ~343• 

of 
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of the late defeat, and the near neighbourhood of the in .. C H A P. 

vaders, encreafed the confufion, infeparable from great~ 
revolutions; and every refolution propofed was hafly, 
fluctuating, tumultuary; difconcerted by fear or faction; 
ill planned, and worfe executed. 

WILLIAM, that his enemies might have no leifure to 
recover from thei r conflernation or unite their counfels, 
immediately put himfelf in motion after his victory, and 
refolved to profecute an enterprize, which nothing but 
celcnty and vi.;ou cou~d render finally fuccefsful. His 
fir(l: attempt was again£1: Romney, whofe tnhabitants he 
fevereiy punifhed, on account or their cruel treatment of 
fome Nor man {ea men and fold iers, who had been carried 
thither by ftrefs of wea her, or by a miftake in their 
courfe c : And forefeeing that his conqueft of England 
might frill be attended with many difficulties and with 
much oppofition, he deemed it necdTary, betore he lhould 
advance farther into the country, to make himfelf mafter 
of Dover, which would both fecure him a retreat in cafe 
of adverfe fortune, and afford him a fafe landing
place for fuch fupplies as might be requifite for pulhing 
his advantages. The terror diffufed by his victory at 
Railings was fo great, that the garrifon of Dover, 

41 
thoug~ numerous and well provided, immediately capitu-
lated ; and as the N ormans, rulhing in to take poffeffion 
of the town, haflily fet fire to fame of the houfes, Wil-
liam, def}rous to conciliate the minds of the Englilh by 
an appearance of lenity and juftice, made compenfation to 
the inhabitants for their loffes d, 

THE Norman army, being much difireffed with a dy
fentery, was obliged to remain here eight days; but the 
duke, on their recovery, advanced with quick marches 
towards London, and by his approach encreafed the con
fufions, which were already fo prevalent in the Englilh 

c Gul. Pictav. p. 204, .t Ibid. 

counfels. 
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c H A P. counfels. The ecclefiafl:ics in particular, whofe influence 

-~was great over the people, began to declare in his favour; 
and as mofi: of the bifhops and dignified clergymen were 
even then Frenchmen or Normans, the pope's bull, by 
which his enterprize was avowed and hallowed, was 
now openly infifted on as a reafon for general fubmiffion. 

The fuperior learning of thofe prelates, which, during 
the Confelfor's reign, had raifed them above the ignorant 

Saxons, made their opinions be received with implicit 
faith; and a young prince, like Edgar, whofe capacity 
was deemed fo mean, was but ill qualified to rdifi: the 

impreffion, which they made on the minds of the people. 
A repulfe, which a body of Londoners received from five 
hundred Norman horfe, renewed in the city the terror of 
the great defeat at Hafl:ings; the eafy fubmiffion of all 

the inhabitants of Kent was an additional difcouragement 
to them; the burning of Southwark before their eyes made 

' them dread a like fate to their own city; and no man any 
longer entertained thoughts but of immediate fafety and 

of felf-prefcrvation. Even the earls, Edwin and Morcar~ 
in defpair of making effectual refifi:ance, retired with their 

troops to their own provinces; anf} the people thenceforth 
difpofed themfel ves unanimoufly to yield to the victor. · 

Submiffion As foon as he paifed the Thames at Wallingford, and 
~i~~he Eng- reached Berkhamfl:ead, Stigand, the primate, made fub

miffions to him : Before he came within fight of the city, 
all the chief nobility, and Edgar Atheling himfelf, the 
new elected king, came into his camp, and declared their 

intention of yielding to his authority e. They requefied 

him to mount their throne, which they now confide red as 
vacant; and declared to him, that, as they had always 
been ruled by regal power, they defired to follow, in this 
particular, the example of their ancefl:ors, and knew of 

e Hoveden, p. 450. Fl~1. Wigorn. P• 634• 

no 
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no one more wo1 thy than himfelf to hold the reins pfC H A P. 

f JV. . government . ~ 

THoUGH this was the great objeCl:, to which the duke's 
enterprizc tended, he feigned to deliberate on the offer; 
and being defirous, at firfr, of prefervitig the appearance 
of a legal adminifrration, he wifhed to obtain a more 
explicit and formal confent of the Englilh nation g : 

But Aimar of Aquitain, a man equally refpcCl:ed for va
lour in the fidd, and for prudence in council, remon
fhating with him on the danger of delay in fo critical a 
conjuncture, he laid afide all farther fcruples, and ac
~epted of the crown which was tendered him. Orders 
were immediately iffued to prepare every thing for the 
ceremony of his coronation; but as he was yet afraid to 
place entire confidence in the Londoners, who were nu
nterous and warlike, he meanwhile commanded fortreffes 
to be erected in order to curb the inhabitants, and to 
fecure his perfon and government h, 

STIGAND was not much in the duke's favour, both 
becaufe he had intruded into the fee on the expulflon of 
Robert, the Norman, and becaufe he poffeffed fuch in
fluence and authority over the Englilh i as might be dan
gerous to a new efiablilhed monarch. William, there
fore, pretending that the primate had obtained his pall 
in an irregular manner from pope BenediC:l: IX. who was 
himfelf an ufurper, refufed to be confecrated by him, 
and conferred this honour on Aldred, archbiihop of Yorkw 
Wefiminfier abbey was the place appointed for that mag .. 
nificent ceremony; the mofi: confiderable of the nobility, 
both Engli!h and Norman, attended the duke on this :z6th Dec. 

occafion; Aidred in a ihort fpeech afked the former, 
whether they agreed to accept of William as their king; 
the bilhop of Coutance put the fame quefrion to the !at-

f Gul, Pia. p. zcs. Ord, Vital. p. 503. 

P• 2.05. Ja lbid. i Eadmer, p. 6. 
1: Oul. PiCl:av. 

ter; 
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C H A P. ter; and both being anfwered with acclamations k, AI
~ dred adminifi:ered to the duke the ufual coronation oath, 

by which he bound himfelf to proteCt the church, to ad
minifi:er j ufi:ice, and to reprefs violence : He then anointed 
him and put the crown upon his head 1• There appeared 
nothing but joy in the countenance of the fpectators : 

t067. 
Settlement 
of the go
vernment. 

But in that very moment, there burfi: forth the fi:rongefi: 
fymptoms of the jealoufy and animofity which prevailed 
between the nations., and which continually encreafed 
during the reign of this prince. The Nor~an foldiers, 
who were placed without in order to guard the church, 
hearing the fhouts within, fancied that the Englifh were 
offering violence to their duke ; and they immediately 
affaulted the populace, and fet fire to the neighbouring 
houfes. The alarm was conveyed to the nobility who 
f~rrounded the prince; both Englifh and Normans, full 
of apprehenfions, rufhed out to fecure themfelves from tQe 
prefent danger; and it was with difficulty that Williarn 
himfelf was able to appeafe the tumult m. 

THE king, thus poffeffed of the throne by a pretended 
defiination of king Edward, and by an irregular eletl:ion 
of the people, but frill more by force of arms, retired 
from London to Berking in Effex; and there received the 
fubmiffions of all the nobility, who had not attended his 
coronation. Edric, firnamed the Forefter, grand-nephew 
to that Edric fo noted for his repeated aCts of perfidy 
during the reigns of Ethelred and Edmond; earl Coxo, 
a man famous for bravery; even Edwin and Morcar, earls 
of Mercia and Northumberland; with the other principal 
n~blernen of England, came and fwore fealty ~o him i 

k Oder. Vital. p. 503. 
1 Malmeibury, p. 1.7r, fays, that he alfo promifed to go\'ern the Normans 

and Englilh by equal laws; and this addition to the ufual oath feems not im .. 
probable, confidering the circum!hnces of the times. 

111 Gul •. Pict. p. zo6. Order. Vitalis) p. 503. 
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were received into favour; and were confirmed in the pof- C H ;,A P. 

feffion of their eftates and dignities n. Every thing bore~ 
the appearance of peace and tranquillity ; and W illiam 1o67. 

had no other occupation than to give contentment to the 
foreigners who had affifted him to mount the throne, and to 
his new fubjetl:s, who had fo readily fubmitted to him. 

HE had got poffeffion of the treafure of Harold, which 
was confiderable ; and being alfo fupplied with rich pre
fents from the opulent men in all parts of England~ who 
were folicitous to gain the favour of their new fovereign, 
he diftributed great fums among his troops, and by this 
liberality gave them hopes of obtaining at length thofe 
more durable eftablifhments, which they had expeB:ed 
from his enterprize 0

• The ecclefiaftics, both at home 
.and abroad, had much forwarded his fuccefs; and he 
failed not, in return, to exprefs his gratitude and devo
tion in the manner which was moft acceptable to them : 
He fent Harold's fl:andard to the pope, accompanied with 
many valuable prefents: All the confiderable monafl:eries 
and churches in France, where prayers had been put up 
for his fuccefs, now tafted of his bounty P : The Englifu 
monks found him well difpofed to favour their order: 
And he built a new convent near Hafl:ings, which he 
called Battle-Abbey, and which, on pretence of fupporting 
monks to pray for his own foul, and for that of Harold, 
ferved as a lafl:ing memorial of his victory q. 

HE introduced into England that ftriB: execution of 
jufiice, for which his adminifiration had been much · 
celebrated in Normandy; and even during this vio
lent revolution, every diforder or oppreffion met with 
rigorous punilhment r. His army in particular was 

n Gul. Pichv. p. zoS. Order, Vital. p. 506. o Gul. Pill-. 
P• 2.06, P Ibid. q Gul. Gemet. p. z88. Chron. Sax. 
p. 189. M. Weft, p. :a6, M.; Paris, p. 9• Daceto, p. 48:r.. This con
vent ~vas freed by him from all epifcopal jurifdit:l.iou, Monaft, Ang. tom. y, 

1'• 3 n, 3 n, r Gul. Pier •. p. ~o8. Order, Vital, p. so6. 

governed 
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c H 1 P. governed with fevcre difcipline; and notwithfl:anding the 
~ infolence of victory, care was taken to give as little offence 

.to67. as poffible to the jealoufy of the vanq uilhed. The king 
appeared folicitous to unite in an amicable manner the 
Normans and the EIJglifh, by intermarriages and alli
ances; and all his new fubj ects who approached his per• 
fon were received with affability and regard. No figns of 
fufpicion appeared, not even towards Edgar Atheling, the 
heir of the ancient royal family, whom vVilliam con
firmed in the honours of earl of Oxford, conferred on 
him by Harold, and whom he affected to treat with the 

highefl: kindnefs, as nephew to the Confeffor, his great 
friend and benefactor. Though he confifcated the efi-ates 
of Harold, and of thofe who had fought in the battle of 
Hafiings on the fide of that prince, whom he reprefcntcd 
as an ufurper, he feemed willing to admit of every plau• 
fible excufe for paft oppofition to his pretenfions, and h~ 
received many into favour., who had carried arms againft 
him. He confirmed the hberties and immunities ofLon
don and the other cities of England_; and appeared defirous 
of replacing every thing on ancient efi-ablifhmentS". In 
his whole adminifhation, he bore the femblance of the 
lawful prince, not of the conqueror; and the Engli!h 
began to f!att~r themfelves, that they had changed, not 
the form of their government, but the fucceffion only of 
their fovereigns, a mat~er which gave them fmall con
cern. The better to reconcile his new fubjccrs to his au

thority, William made a progrcfs through fomc parts of 
England; and befides a fplendid court and 11 ~ ajefi-ic pre-

1 ience, which overawed the people, al ready firuck with 
his military fame, the appearance of his d~mcncy and 
jufiice gained the approbation of the wife, attentive to the 
nrfi fieps of their new fovereign. 

BuT amidfr this confidence and friend!hip, which h~ 
~xprcJf~d for the Englifh, the king took care o place all 

rl.!al 
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real power in the hands- of his N ormans, and fEll to keep c H A P. 

poffeffion of the fword, to which, he was fenfible, he had~ ' 
owed his advancement to fovereign authority. He d'if- 1067-· 

nrmed the city of London and other places, which ap-
peared moft warlike and populous; and building citadels 
1n that capital, as well as in Winchefier, Hereford, and 
the cities beft :fituated for commanding the kingdom, he 
quartered Norman foldiers in all of them, and left no 
where any power able to refift or oppofe him. He be-
ftowed the forfeited eftates on the rnoft eminent of his 
captains, and efiablithed funds for the payment of his 
foldicrs. And thus, while his civil adminiilration car-
ried the face of a legal magiilratc, his military inftitutions 
were thofe of a mafter and tyrant; at leaft of one, who 
referved to himfelf, whenever he pleafed, the power of 
affuming that charaCl:er. ' 

BY this mixture, however, of vigour and lenity, he King's re

had fo foothed the minds of the Engliili, that he thought tNurn to d 
...., orman y. 

he might "fafely revifit his native country, and enjoy the 
triumph and congratulation of his ancient fubjeCl:s. He 
left the adminifiration in the hands of his uterine brother, 
Qdo, bi!hop of Baieux, and of William Fitz Oiliernc. Matcb. 

That their authority might be expofed to lefs danger, he 
carried over with him all the moil confiderable nobility 
of England, who, while they ferved to grace his court by 
their prefcnce and magnificent retinues, were in reality 
hofiages for the fidelity of the nation. Among thefe, 
were Edga.r AthelinJ, Stigand the primate, the earls 
Edwin and Morcar, v"raltheof, the fon of the brave earl 
.Siward, with others, eminent for the greatnefs of their 
fortunes and famihes, or for their ecclefiaftical and civil 
dignities. He was vifited at the abbey of Fefcamp, 
where he rdided during fome time, by Rodu]ph, uncle 
to the king of France, and by many powerful princes and 
poble , who, having contributed to his enterprize, \Vere 

4efirou~ 
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C ~vA P. defirous of participating in the joy and advantages of it! 
~ fuccefs. His Englifh courtiers, willing to ingratiate 

1o67. themfelves with their new fovereign, outvyP.d each other 

in equipages and entertainments; and made a difplay of 
riches, which ftruck the foreigners with aftonifhment. 

William of PoiCi:iers, a Norman hifiorian ', who was 

prefent, fpeaks with admiration of the beauty of their 
perfons, the fize and workmanihip of their filver plate, 
the cofl:linefs of their embroideries, an art in which the 

Engliih then excelled; and he expre!fes himfelf in fuch 
terms, as tend much to exalt our idea of the opulence and 

cultivation of the people t. But though every thing bore 

the face of joy and fefrivity~ and William himfelf treated 
his new courtiers with great appearance of kindnefs, it 
was impoffible altogether to prevent the infolence of the 

Normans; and theEnglifh nobles derived little fatisfaCl:ion 

from thofe entertainments, where they confidered them

felves as led in triumph by their oftentatious conqueror. 

D itcontents IN England affairs took frill a worfe turn during the 
oftheEng- br. f h r • n·r. d I . lifh. a 1ence o t e 10vere1gn. Itcontents an comp amts 

multiplied every where; fecret confpiracies were entered , 

ist..o againft the government; hofiilities were already be

gun in many places ; and every thing feemed to menace 

a revolution as rapid as that which had placed William 
on the throne. The hifiorian above -mentioned, who is 

a panegyrifi of his mafier, throws the blame entirely on 

the fickle and mutinous difpofition of the Englilh, and 

highly celebrates the jufiice and lenity of Odo's and Fitz 
Olbern's adminill:ration u. But other hiftorians, with 

s P. l.II, 21~. 

t . As the hiitorian chiefly infifts on the filver plate, his panegyrics oo the 

E:;~gliih magnificence ihows owy how incompeten& a judge he was of the m:tt

ter. Silver was then of ten times the value, and was more than twe:lty times 

more rare than at pre:-ent; and confequently, of all fpecies of luxury, plate 

muft have been the raretl. 
11 P. 2.12o 

more 
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tnore probability, impute the caufe chiefly to the Nor- C H A P.· 

mans, who, defpifing a people that had fo eafi1y fubmit-~ 
ted to tlie yoke, envying their riches, and 5rudging the 1067. 

re!haints impofed upon their own rapine, were defirous 
of provoking them to a rebellion, by which they expected 
to acquire new confifcations and forfeitures, and to gra-
tify thofe unbounded hopes, which they had formed in 
entering on this cnterprize w. 

IT is evident, that the eh ief rcafon of this alteration in 
the fcntiments of the Englifh, mufl: be afcribed to the de~ 
p:1rture of William, who was alone able to curb the vio
lence of his captains, and to overawe the mutinies of the 
people. Nothing indeed appears more ilrange, than that -
this prince, in lefs than three months after the conqucfl: 
of a great, warlike, and turbulent nation, lhould abfent 
bimfeJf, in order to rcvifit his own country, which re
mained in profound tranquillity, and was not menaced 
by any of its neighbours; and fhould fo long leave his 
jealous fubjeCl:s at the mercy of an infolent and licentious 
army. Were we not affured of the folidity of his genius, 
and the good fenfe difplaycd in all other circumfhnces of 
his conduet, we.might afcribe this meafure to a vain ofi:en
tation, which rendered him impatient to difplay his pomp 
and magnificence among his ancient fubjeCls. It is there
fore more natural to believe, that, in fo extraordinary a 
ftep, he was guided by a concealed policy ; and that, 
though he had thought proper at firfl: to allure the people 
to fubmiffion by the femblance of a legal adminiil:ration, 
be found, that he could neither fatisfy his rapacious cap
tains, nor fecure his unfi:able government, without far
ther exerting the rights of conqueft, and feizing the pof
feffions of the Englilli. In order to have a pretext for 
this violence, he endeavoured, without difcovering his 
i~tcntions, to provoke and allure them into infurreCl::ions, 

w Order. Vita1• p. 507. 
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c H A P. which, he though t, could Aever prove dangerous, while 
IV. he detained all the principal nobility in Normandy, while 

"---. .-----' . 
1o6·i · a great and vitlorious army was quartered m England, 

Thei infur -

and wh ile he himfelf was fo near to fupprefs any tumult 

or rebellion. But as no ancient writer has afcribed this 

tyran nical purpofe to Willtam, it fcarcely feems allow

abl e, f: orn conjecture alone, to throw fuch an imputation 

u pon h im. 
Bu T whether we arc to account for that mcafure from 

the king's vanity or from his policy, it was the imme

diJte eau ·c of all the cJ.lamitics which the Englifh endured 

tlunng th is and the fubfequent reigns, and gave rife to 

thcfc mutual jcaloufies and animofities between them and 

the N ormans, \vhich were never appcafed, till a long 

traCl: of time had gradually united the two nations, and 

maJe them one people." The inhabitants of Kent, who 

had firil: fubmitted to the Conqueror, were the firfr that 

attempted to throw ofF the yoke; and in confederacy with 

Eufl-~ce, count of Bologne, who had alfo been difgufi:ed 

by the N ormans, they made an attempt, though without 

fuccefs, on the garrifon of Dover x. Edric, the Forefier, 

whofe po!feffions lay on the banks of the Severnr, being 

provoked at the depredations of fome Nor man captains in 

his neighbourhood, formeJ an alliance with Blethyn and 

Rowalla ,1, two Wel!h princes; and endeavoured, with 

their alliil:ance, to r-. pei force by fo ::cc Y. But though 

thefe op~n hofiilities were not very confiderable, the dif

nlfecrion was gencr:1l ~ mong the Engli!h, who had be

come fcnfiblc, though too late, of their defencelefs con

dition, <md began a.lready to experience thofe infults and 

injuries, which a n, tion rnufl: always ex peer, that allows 

itfelf to be reduced to that abjeCt: fituation. A fecret 

confpiracy was entered into to perpetrate in one day a 

X Gul. Gemet. P• 2~9· Order. Vital. P• soB. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. 
P· 2 45· Y Ho,-edcn, p. 450. M. W_:ft. p. :u6. Sim. Dunelr;n. 
P· 197• 

general 
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bcnera1 maft1.cre of the N orrnafls, like that which had C H A P. 

d D IV. formerly been execute upon the anes; and the quar- "---..,---..J 

rei was become fo general and national, that the vaffa1s 1067. 

of earl Coxo, having dcfired him to head them in an in
furreCtion, and finding him refolute in maintaining his 
fidelity to \Villiam, put him to death as a traitor to his 
country. 

THE king, informed of thcfe dangerous difcontents, Decemb. 6, 

hafiened over to England; and by his prefence, and the 
vigorous meafures which he purfued, difconcerted all the 
fchemes of the confpirators. Such of them as had been 
more violent in their mutiny betrayed their guilt, by fly-
ing or concealing themfelves; and the confifcation of 
their eftates, while it encreafed the number of malcon-
t«nts, both enabled William to gratify farther the rapa-
city of his Norman captains, and gave them the profpect 
of new forfeitures and attaindcrs. The king began to 
regard all his Englifh fubjetl:s as inveterate and irre
claimable enemies; and thenceforth either embraced, or 
was more fully confirmed in the refolution, of feizing 
their poffeffions, and of reducing them to the moft abject 
flavery. Though the natural violence and fcverity of his 
temper made him incapable of feeling any remorfe in the 
execution of this tyrannical purpofc, he had art enough 
to conceal his intention, and to preferve fiill fome ap-
pearance of juftice in his oppreffions. He ordered all the 
Englifh, who had been arbitrarily expelled by the Nor-
mans, during his abfence, to be reftored to their eftates :t: 
But at the fame time, he impofed a general tax on the 
people, that of Danc6elt, which had been aboli{hed by 
the Confeffor, and whi,ch had always been extremely 
odious to the nation a. 

z Chron. Sax. p. I73• This faa is a full proof, that the Normans had 
crmmitted great ir.j:Jftice, and were the real caufe of the infurreaions of the: 
Eng)ifh. 

a Hcvcden, p. 45c. Sim. Dunelm. p. 197• Alur, Deverl. p. 127. 
I 
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c H A P. As the vigilance of William overawed the mal~bn .. 
~tents, their infurretl:ions were more the refult of an im· 

1c68. patient humour in the people, than of any regular con

fpiracy, which could give them a rational hope of fuccefs 

againfi the efl:abli:fhed power of the Normans. The in
habitants of Exeter, initigatcd by Githa, mother to king 

Harold, refufed to admit a Norman garrifon, and bctak

ing themfclves to arms, were fl:rengthened by the acceffion 

of the neighbouring inhabitants of Devonfhire and Corn

wal b, The king hafi:ened with his forces to chafi:ize this 

revolt; and on his approach, the wifer and more confider

able citizens, fenfible of the unequal contefr, perfuaded 

the people to fubmit, and to deliver hofi:ages for their obe

dience. A fudden mutiny of the populace broke this 

agreement; and William, appearing before the walls, 

ordered the eyes of one of the hofrages to be put out, as 

an earnefiof that feverity, which the rebels mu!t expefr, 

if they pcrfevered in their revolt c. The inhabitants were 

anew fcized with terror, and furrenderin,s at difcretion, 

threw themfelves at the king's feet, and fupplicated his 

clemency and forgiventfs. William was not de!titute of 

generofity, when his temper was not hardened either by 
policy or paffion : He was prevailed on to pardon the re

bels, aud he fet guards on all the gates, in order to pre· 

vent the rapacity and infolence of his foldiery '1• Githa 

efcapecl with her treafures to Flanders. The malcontents 

of Cornwal imitated the example of Exeter, and nt!et with 

like treatment: And the king, having built a citadel in 

that city, which he put under the command of Baldwin, 

fon of earl Gilbert, returned to \Vinchcfier, and dif

pcrfed his army into their quarters. He was here joined 
by his wife, Matilda, who had not before vifited Eng

land, and whom he now ordered to be crowned by arch

biibop Aldred. Soon after, fl1e brought him an acceflloll 

~ Ord«:r. Vital, P• 5 !o, t IHd. 4 Ibid. 
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to his family, by the birth of a fourth fo.1, whom he C H A P. 
named Henry. His three elder fons, Robe~t, Richard,~ 
and William, {till refided in Normandy. xo68. 

BuT though the king appeared thus fortu1ate both in 
public and domefiic life, die difcontents of his Englifu 
fubjetl:s augmented daily; and the inj uries1 committed 
and fuffered on both fides, rendered the quarrel between 
them and the Normans abfolutely incurable. The info
lence of victorious mafiers, difperfed throughout the 
kingdom, feemed intolerable to the natives; and when;
ever they found the N ormans, feparate or affembled in 
fmall bodies, they fecretl y fet upon them, and gratified 
their vengeance by the !laughter of their enemies. But 
an infurretl:ion in the north drew thither the general at
tention, and feemed to threaten more impor.ant confe
quences. Edwin and Morcar appeared at the head of this 
rebellion; and thefe potent noblemen, before they took 
arms, fi:ipulated for foreign fuccours, from th::ir nephew 
Blethin, prince of North-Wales, from Malcolm, king 
of Scotland, and from Sweyn, king of Denmark. Be-
fides the general difcontent, which had feized the Eng
lifh ~ the two earls were in:itcd to this revolt by private 
InJuries. William, in order to infure them to his inte
refis, had, on his acccffion, promifed his d~ughter in 
marriage to Edwin; but either he had neve ferioufly 
intended to perform this engagement, or having changed 
his plan of adminiftration in England from cl::mency to 
rigour, he thought it was to little purpofe, if he gained 
one family, while he enraged the whole natior. When 
Edwin, therefore, renewed his applications, he gave him 
an bfolute denial e; and this difappointment: added to 
fo many other reafons of difgufi:, induced that nobleman 
and his brother to concur with their incenfed countrymen, 
~nd to make one general cft'<?rt for the recovery of their 

?! Order, Vital. I!· 511. 

ancient 
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c H A P. ancient liberties. William knew the importance of cele

~ rity in quelling an infurreB:ion, fupported by fuch power-
Io68. ful leaders, and fo agreeable to the willies of the people ; 

and having his troops always in readinefs, he advanced 
by great journies to the north. On his march he gave 

orders to fortify the cafile of W arwic, of which he left 

Henry de Bcaurnont governor, and that of Nottingham, 
which he committed to the cufio::ly of \Villiam p ... ,·ercll, 
another Nor man captain f. He reached York before the 

rebels were in any condition for refifiance, or were joined 
by any of the foreign fuccours, which they expeB:cd, ex

cept a fmall reinforcement from vValcs g ; and the two 
earls found no means of fafety, but having recourfe 

to the clemency of the victor. Archil, a potent noble

man in thofe parts, imitated their example, and delivered 

his fon as a hofiage for his fidelity h; nor were the peo
ple, thus deferted by their leaders, able to make any far

ther refifiance. But the treatment, which \Villi<>.m gave 

the chiefs, was very different from that which fell to 
the £hare of their followers. He obferved religioufly the 

terms, which he had granted to the former; and allowed 

them, for the prefent, to keep poffeffi~n of their efiates ; 

but he extended the rigors of his confifcations over the 

latter, <1;nd gave away their lands to his foreign adven
turers. Thefe, planted throughout the whole country, 

and in poffeffion of the military po\ver, left Edwin and 

l\1orcar, whom he p:-etended to fpare, ddl:itute of all 
fupport, and ready to fall, V(henever he iliould think pro
per to command their ruin. A peace, which he m;:de 
with Malcolm, who did him homage for Cumberland, 
feemed, at the fame time, to deprive them of all profpetl: 

of foreign affifl:ance i, 
lt:t!"'r~ of THE Englifh were now fenfible th;1t their final defiruc-

• the Norman · . d d . . 
r;overnment. t10n was n;ten e ; ~nd that, mflead of a fovere1gn, 

f Order. Vita'. p. Sll• : Ibid. i Ibid. 
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whom they had hoped to gain by their fubmiffion, they C H A P. 

had tamely furrendcred thcmfelves, without rcfifianc , to a ~~ 
tyrant and a conqueror. Though the early confifcation 1c68. 

of Harold's followers might feem iniquitous; being in-
flicted on men who had never fworn fealty to the duke of 
Normandy, who were ignorant of his pretcnfions, and 
who only fought in defence of the government, which 
they themfelves haJ cfiablifhed in their own country: 
Yet were thefe rigors, however contrary to the ancient 
Saxon laws, excufcd on account of the urgent neccffities 
of the prince; arld thofe who were not involved in the 
prefent ruin, hoped, that they ihould thenceforth enjoy 
without molelhtion their poffeffions :tnd their dignities. 
But the fucceffive ddl:ruB:ion of fo many other families 
convinced them, that the king intended to rely entirely 
on the fupport and affeCl:ions of foreigners; and they 
forefaw new forfeitures, attainders, and <.cts of violence, 
as the ncce:ffary refult of this defi:rutlive plan of admini
firation. They obfervcd, that no Englilhman poffe:ffed 
his confidence, or was entrufred with any command or 
authority; and that the {hangers, whom a rigorous dif
cipline coulJ have but ill refhained, were encouraged in 
their infolence and tyranny againfi them. r-rhc cafy fub
miffion of the kingdom on its firfr invafion had expofed 
the natives to contempt; the fubfeq uent proofs ot their 
animofity and refentment had made them the objeCl: of 
hatred ; and they were now deprived of every expedient, 
by which they could hope to make thcmfelves either re
garded or beloved by their fovereign. Impre:ffed with the 
fenfe of this difmal fituation, many Englifhmen Red into 
foreign countries, with an intention of palling their lives 
abroad free from oppreffion, or of returning on a favour
able opportunity to affift their friends in the recovery of 
their native liberties i, Edgar Atheling himfclf, dreaaing 

i Or~er, Vital, p. so3. M. Well:. p. 225. M. Paris, p. 4• Sim. Don. 
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c H A P. the infidious careffes of William, was perfuaded by Cof~ 
~ patric, a powerful Northumbrian, to efcape with him intq 

Jo68. Scotland; and he carried thither his two fifiers Margare~ 
and Chrifiina. They were well received by Malcolm, 
who foon after efpoufed Marg~ret, the elder filler; and 

partly with a view of frrengthening his kingdom by the 

acceffion of [o many firangcrs, partly in hopes of em
ploying them againfi the growing power of vVilliam, he 
gave great countenance to all the Engl ilh exiles. l\1any 
of them fettled there; and laid the foundation of families 

which afterwards made a figure in that country. 
WHILE the Englilh fuffered under thefe oppreffions, 

even the foreigners were not much at their eafc; but find

ing themfelves furrounded on all hand~ by enraged ene

mies, who took every advantage againft them, and menaced 
them with frill more bloody effects of the public refent

ment, they began to wi!h again for the tranquillity and 

fecurity of their native country. Hugh de Grentmefni1, 

and Humphry de Teliol, though entrufted with great 

commands, ddired to be difmiffcd the fer•1ice; and fom~ 
others imitated their example: A defertion which wa~ 

highly refented by the king, and which he puniilied by 
the confifcation of all their poffeffions in England k. But 

\Villiam's bounty to his followers could not fail of allur
ing many new adventurers into his fervice; and the rage. 

of the vanquifhed Englilh ferved only to excite the atten

tion of the king and thofe warlike chiefs, and keep them 

in readinefs to fupprefs every commencement of domefric 

~eb~lli?n or foreign invafion. 

1
ofg. IT was not long before they found occupation for 

New infllr• th · f: d ·1· d .o.. G d . Ed d nel:ions. e1r prowe s an m1 1tary con u~.:.t:. o wm, mon , 
and Magnus, three fons of Harold, had, immediately after 

the defeat at Hafi:ings, fought a retreat in Ireland ; where, 

k Order. Vitalis, p. 512. 

having 
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aving met with a kind reception from Dermot and other c H A P. 
IV. princes of that country, they projceted an invafion on~ 

.England, and they hoped that all the exiles from Den- Ic6g. 

·mark, Scotland, and 'Vales, affified by forces from thefe 
ieveral countries, would at once commence ho.fiilities, and 
rouze the indignation of the Englifh a6ainfr their haughty 
conquerors. They landed in Devon!hire; but found 
Brian, fon of the count of Britanny, at the head of fome 
foreign trcops, ready to oppofe them; and being defeated 
in fevcrat aCtions, they were obliged to retreat to their 
ihips, and to return with great lofs to Ireland 1• The 
efforts of the Normans were now directed to the north, 

vhere affairs had fallen into the utmofr confufion. The 
more impatient of the Northumbrians had attacked Ro
bert de Comyn, who was appointed governor of Dur., 
ham; and gaining the advantage over him from his ne
gligence, they put him to death in that city, with feven 
hundred of h;s followers m. This fuccefs animated the 
~nhabitants of York, who, rifing in arms, flew Robert 
fitz-Richard, their governor''; and befieged in the ca.file 
William ~allet, on whom the command now devolved. 
A little after, the Dani!h troops landed from 300 veflels : 
O!berne, brother to king Sweyn, was entrufred with the 
command of thefe forces, and he was accompanied by 
Harold and Canute, two fons of that monarch. Edgar 
Atheling appeared from Scotland, and brought along with 
him Cofpatric, Walthepf, Siward, Bearne, Merlefwain, 
Adelin, and other Je~ders, who, partly from the hopes 
which they gave of Scottifh fuccours, partly from their 
authority in thofe parts, eafiJ y pcrfuaded the warlike and 
difcontented Northumbrians to join the infurreCl:ion. 
Mallet, that he might bette~ ~~ovide forth~ defence of the 

J Gul. Gemet. p. :zgo. Order, Vital. p. ~13. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 246. 
m Orce·. Vital. p. 51z. Chron. de Mailr. p. 116. Hoveden, p. 450. 

M~ Paris, p. 5• Sim. Dun. p. 198. fl Order. Vital. p. su. 

citadel 
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C H
1
:. P. citadel of York, fet fire to fome houfes, which lay conti

~ guous; but this expedient proved the immediate caufe of 
Io6g. his defrrutl:ion. The flames, fpreading into the neigh

bouring frreets, reduced the whole city to allies : The 
enraged inhabitants, aided by the Danes, took advantage 
of the confufion to attac:~ the cafi:le, which they carried 

by affault ; and the garrifon, to the number of 3000 men, 

was put to the fword without mercy'\ 
THIS fuccefs proved afignal to many other parts of Eng

land, and gave the people an opportunity of fhowing their 
malevolence to theN or mans. He reward, a nobleman in 
Eaft-Anglia, celebrated for valour, affembled his follow-· 

crs, and taking !helter in the Hle of Ely, made inroads on 
all the neighbouring country P, The Engli!h in the 
counties of Somerfet and Dorfet rofe in arms, and affaulted 
Montacute, the Norman governor; while the inhabitants 
of Cornwal and Devon in vefied Exeter, which, from the 

memory of vVilliam's clemency, frill remained faithful 
to him. Edric, the forefier, calling in the affifiancc of 

the WeHh, laid fiege to Shrewiliury, and made head 

againfr earl Brient and .Fitz-Oiberne, who commanded in 
thofe quarters q. The Englifh every where, repenting 

their former eafy fubmiffion, fcemed determined to make 
by concert one great effort for the recovery of their li

berties, and for the expulfion of their oppreffors. 
WILLIATv'I, undifmayed amidfi this fcene of confufion, 

affembled his forces, and animating them with the pro
fpeCl: of new confifcations and forftiturcs, he marched 

againfi the rebels in the north, whom he regarded as the 

mofi formidable, and whofe defeat he knew would {hike 
a terror into all the other malcontents. Joining policy to 
force, he tried, before his approach, to weaken ~he ene· 

o Ordrr. Vital, p. 513. Hoved:n, P· 451. 

Chron. Aob. St. Petri de: Burgo, P• 47• 

P Inguli. p. 71. 

'!. Order. V11al. P· 514· 

my, 
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my, by detaching the Danes from them; and he engaged c H A P. 

O!berne, by large prefents, and by ofFering him the ~ 
1 iberty of pi undering the fea-coafr, to retire, without 1oGg. 

committing farther hofrilities, into Denmark r. Cof-
patric alfo, in defpair of fuccefs, made his peace 
with the king, and paying a fum of money as an 
atonement for his infurreB:ion, was received into favour, 
and even invefl:ed with the earldom of Northumberland. 
Walthcof, who long ~efendecl York with great courage, 
was allured with this appeannce of clemency; and as 
William knew how to efiecm valour even in an enemy, 
that nobleman had no reafon to repent of this confidences. 
Even Edric, compelled by neceffity, fubmittcd to the 
Conqueror, and received forgivcnefs, which was foon 
after followed by fame degree-of trufl: and favour. l\1al-
colm, coming too late to fupport his confederates, was 
confl:rained to retire; and all the Englifh rebels in other 
parts, except Hereward, who frill kept in his fafinelfes, 
difperfed themfelyes, and left the Normans undifputed 
mafiers of the kingdom. Edgar Atheling, with his fol
lowers, fought again a retreat in Scotland from the pur-
fuit of his enemies. 

BuT the feeming clemency of William towards the 1o7?· 

Englifh leaders proceeded only from artifice, or from his ~et~;~;;~ 
efl:eem of individuals : His heart was hardened againfi all vernmcnt. 
compaffion towards the people; and he fcrupled no mea-
fure, however violent or fevere, which feemed requifite 
to fupport his pbn of tyrannical adminifiration. Sen-
fible of the refl:lefs difpofition of the Northumbrians, he 
determined to incapacitate them ever after from giving 
him diflurbance, and he iffued orders for laying.entirely 

r Hoveden, p. 451. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, F· 47• Sirn. Dun. 
p. 199• 5 Maim [. p. lC-4· H. Hunt. F• 369, 

wafl:e 
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c H A P. wa!le that fertile country, which, for the extent of fixty 
~miles, lies between the Humber and the Tees t. The 

1e7o. houfes were reduced to afl1es by the mercilefs N ormans; 

the cattle feized and driven away; the inihuments of huf
bandry defiroyed ; and the inhabitants compelled either 

to feek for a fubfiftence in the fouthern parts of Scot
land, or if they lingered in England, from a reluctance to 
abandon their ancient habitations, they perillicu miferably 
in the woods from cold and hunger. 1.'he Eves of a hun

dred thoufand perfons arc computed to have been facri
ficed to this fhoke of barbarous policy u, which, by feek
ing a remedy for a temporary evil, thus inflitted a lafiing 

wound on the power and populoufnefs of the nation. 
BuT William, finding himfelf entirely mafter of a 

people, who had given him fuch fenfible proofs of their 

~mpotent rage and animofity, now refolvcd to proceed to 
extremities againfi all the natives of England ; and to 

reduce them to a condition, in which they fhould no 

longer be formidable to his government. The infurrec

tions and confpiracies in fo many parts of the kingdom 

had involved the bu1k of the landed proprietors, more or 
lefs, in the guilt of treafon ; and the king took advantage 

of executing againfi: them, with the utmofi: rigour, the 

laws of forfeiture and attainder. Their lives were in
deed commonly fpared ; but t~!=ir e:fiates were confifcated, 

and either annexed to the royal demefnes, or conferred 
with the m oft profufe bounty on the N orm:ms and other 

foreigners w. While the king's declared intention was to 
deprefs or rather entirely extirpate the Englifl1 gentry x, 
it is eafy to believe that fcarcdy the form of j u~ice ~ouh~ 

t Chron. Sax. p. I74· Ingulf, p. 79· r\'hlrnef. p. 103. Hoveden, p. 451. 

Chron. Abh. ~t. Petri de Burgo, p. 47 M. Po~ris, p. 5· Sim Dun. p. 199, 

B.ompton, p. g66. Knyghton, p. 2344· Anglia Sacra, vol. i, p. 701.. 

u Order. Vital, p. S'S· w Malmer. p. IOi· 

.x H, Hu11t. P• 370. 
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be obferved in thofe violent proceedings*; and that any c H A P. 

{ufpicions ferved as the mofr undoubted proofs of guilt~ 
againfr a people thus devoted to ddhuB:ion. It was crime 1c7o. 

fufficient in an F.nglilhman to be opulent or noble or 
powerful ; and the policy of the king, concurring with 
the rapa'=ity of foreign aJventurers, produced almofr a to-
tal revolution in the landed property of the kingdom. 
Ancient and honourable families were reduced to beg-
gary; the nobles themfelves were every where treated 
with ignominy and contempt; they had the mortification 
of feeing their cafi:les and manors poffelfcd by Normans 
of the mean eft birth anJ loweft fiations Y; and they found 
themfeives carefully excluded from every road, which led 
either to riches or preferment t. 

As power naturally foliows property, this revolution IntroduClion 
1 r. . h c . b W.11 . of the feudal a one gave great jecunty to t e 10retgners; ut 1 1am, law. 

by the new inftitutions which he eftabliihed, took alfo 
care to retain for ever the military authority in thofe 
hands, which had enabled h!m to fubdue tl1e kingdom. 
He introduced into England the feudal law, which he 
found eftabli!hed in Fra~ce and Normandy, and which, 
during that age, was the foundation both of the ftability 
and of the diforders, in moll: of the menarchial govern
ments of Europe. He divided all the lands of England, 
with very few cxcert!om, befide the royal demefnes, into 
baronies; and he conferred thefe, with the refcn·ation of 
fiated fervices and payments, on the moll: confiderable of 
his adventurers. Thefe great barons, who held imme
diately of the crown, fhared Out a great part of their 
lands to other foreigners, who were denominated kr1ights 
or vaffals, and who paid their lord the fame duty and fub
miffion in peace and war, which he himfelf owed to his 
fovcreign. The whore kingdom contained about 700 

• s,.e note [HJ at the end oft he volume, 

P· 521. M. Wc!l. P· :z29. 
~<: volun~ e. 

Y Order. VitaJis~ 
t See n'Jte [r] a• tJ1e end of 

chief 
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c H A P·chief tenants, and 60,215 knights-fees z; and as noM 

~of the native Englifh were admitted into the firfi: rank, 

JOiO· the few, who retained their landed property, were glad 

to be received into the fecond, and under the proteCtion of 

fo\ne powerful Norman, to load themfelves and their 

pofterity with this grievous burthen, for eil:ates which 

they had received free from their ancefiors a. The fmall 
mixture of Englifh, which entered into this civil or mi

litary fabric, (for it partook of both fpecies) was fo re

fhained by fubordination under the foreigners, that the 

Norman dominion feemed now to he fixed on the mofl: 

durable bafis, and to defy all the efforts of its enemies. 
THE better to unite the parts of the government, and 

to bind them into one fyfiem, which might ferve both for 

defence againfi foreigners, and for the fupport of domefiic 
tranquillity, Wi11iam reduced the ecclefiafi:ical revenues 

under the fame feudal law ; and though he had courted 

the church on his invation and acceffion, he now 

fubjetl:cd it to fervices, which the clergy regarded as a 

grievous flavery, and as totally unbefitting their profef

fion. The b~!hops and abbots were obliged, when re

quired, to furnilh to the king during war a number of 

knights or military tenants, proportioned to the extent of 

property poffe!fed by each fee or abbey; and they were 

liable, in cafe of failure, to the fame penalties whic!1 were 

exacted from the laity :, . The pope and the ecclefiafrics 

exclaimed againfr this tyranny, as they called it; but the 

king's authority was fo well efiablifhed over the army, 
who held every thing from his bounty, that fuperftition 

itfelf, even in that age, when it was moft prevalent, was 

conH:raim.d to bend under his fuperior imluence. 

z Order. Vit,1l. p. 523. Secretum Abbatis, apuu Selden, Titles of Honour, 

P· 573· Spelhn. Glo!f. in verba Feodum , SirRobertCotton. 

a M. Vidl. p. 2~5. M. Paris, p. 4· Braeton, lit. 1. cap. ll· num. r, 

Fleta, lib. y, cap. 8. n. z. 

b l\1, Paris, p. 5· A;:;glia Sacra, vo', i. P• 248. 
BuT 
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BuT as t~e great body of the clergy were frill natives, c H A P. 

the ki~g ha~l much reafon to dread the effects of their re-~ 
fentment: He therefore ufed the precaution of expelling 107o. 

the Englifhfrom all the confiderable dignities, and of ad-
vancing foreigners in their place. The partiality of the 
Confeffor towards the Normans had been fo great, that, 
aided by their fuperior learning, it had promoted them 
to many of the fees in England ; and even before the 
period of the conqueft, fcarcely more than fix or feven of 
the prelates were natives of the country. But among 
thefe was Stigand, archbi!hop of Canterbury; a man~ 
who, by his addrefs and vigour, by the greatnefs of his 
family and <:lliances, by the extent of his poffeffions, as 
well as by the dignity of his office, and his authority 
among the Engli!h, gave jeaJoufy to the king c, 'rhough 
\Villiam hac, on his acceffion, affronted this prelate, by 
employing the archbi!hop of York to officiate at his con ... 
fecration, he was careful, on other oc:cafions, to load him 
with honoun and careffes, and to avoid giving him far-
ther offence till the opportunity fhoulld offer of effecting 
his final dehuCtion d, The fupprei lion of the late re-
bellions, and the total fubjeCtion oi= the Englifh, made 
him hope, that an attempt againft Sti gand, however vio-
lent, would be covered by his great fucceffes, and be 
overlooked a11idfi: the other important revolutions, which 
affected fo deep] y the property and lii )erty of the king-
dom. Yet, notwithfianding thefe gr. eat advantages,. he 
did not think it fafe to violate the reve. rence ufually paid 
to the primate, but under cover of a new fuperfiition, 
which he wa:; the great infirument of introducing into 
England. 

The dochine, which exalted the papacy above aiirnnovatioa 
human power, had gradually difFufed itfe lf from the city i~ e

1
ccletiaf

ttca govern~ ~nd court of Rome; and was, during trtaf: age, much ment, 

more 
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c H A P. more prevalent in the fouthern than in the northern kiriga 

~ doms of Europe. Pope Alexander, who had affifted Wil-

H:qo. liam in his conquefti!, naturally expeeted, that the French 
and Normans would import into "E:ngland, the fame re

verence for his facreci charaCter, with which they were 

impreffed in their own country; and would break the fpi

ritual, as well as civil independency of the Saxons; who 

had hitherto conduCted their ecclefiaftical government, 

with an acknowledgment indeed of primacy in the fee of 

Rome, but without much idea of its title to dominion or 
authority. As foon, thcrefor~ , as the Norman prince 

fcem~d fully efrabliihed on the throne, the Pope difpatched 

Ermenfroy, bifhop of Sic•n, as his legate into England; 

and this prelate was the flrft that had ever appeared with 

that charaCte-r in any part of the Britiili ifiands. The 

king, though he was probab!y led by principle to pay 

this {ubmiffion to Rome, determined, as is ufual, to em

ploy the incident as a means of ferving his political pur

pofes, and of degrading thofe Englifh prelates, who were 

become obnoxious to him. The legate fubmitted to be
come the infrrumeut of his tyranny ; and thought, that 

the more violent the ex~rtion of power, the more cer

tainly did it confi,rm the authority of that court, from 

which he derived his commiffion. He fummoned, there

fore, a council of the prelates and abbots at \Vinchefrer 1 

and being affified by two cardinals, Peter and John, he 
cited before him Stigand, archbi!hop of Canterbury, ta 

anfwer for his conduct. The primate was accufed of 

three crimes; the holding of the fee of WincbeHer to

gether with tha.t of Canterbury; the officiating in the 

pall of Robcrt, his predeceHor ; <.nd the having received 

his own pall from BenediC'c IX. who was afterwards de

pofcd for fymony, and for intrufion into the pap:1cy e• 

e Hoveden, p. ,J-)3· D:ceto, p. 481. I::n)ghton, P• ::>.345• A11glia Sicra, 

vv!. i. P· 5, 6, Ypod. Neuft. r• 413• 

'fhefe 
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Thefe crimes of Stigand were mere pretertces; fince the C H A P. 
JV. 

firfi- had been a praCl:ice not unufual in England, and was "-..r--J 
never any where fubjeCl:ed to a higher p~nalty than a re- 107°• 
fignation of one of the fees; the fecond was a pure cere-
monial; and as BeneciiCl: was the only pope who then 
officiated, and his atl:s were never repealed; all the pre-
lates of the church, efpecially thofe who lay at a difi-ance, 
were excufable for making their applications to him. 
Stigand's ruin, however, was refolved on, and was pro-
fecuted with great feverity. The legate degraded him 
from his dignity: The king confifcated his efiate, and 
cafl: him into prifon, where he continued, in poverty and 
want, during the remainder of his life. Like rigour was 
exercifed againfl: the other Engli!h prelates: Agelric, 
biihop of Selefey, and Agelmare, of Elmham, were de-
pofed by the legate, and imprifoned by the king. Many 
confiderable abbots !bared the fame fate: Egelwin, bifhop 
of Durham, fled the kingdom: \Vulfi-an, of Worcefl:er, 
a man of an inoffenfive charatl:er, was the only Englilh 
prelate that efcaped this general profcription f, and re-
mained in poffeffion of his dignity. Aldred, archbilhop 
of York, who had fet the crown on William's head, had 
died a little before of grief and vexation, and had left 
his malediCl:ion to that prince, on account of the breach 
of his coronation oath, and of the extreme tyranny with 
which, he faw, he was determined to treat his Engli!h 
fubjects g. 

IT was a fixed maxim in this reign, as well as il'l fome 
of the fubfequent, that no native of the i!land !hould 

f Brompton relatei, that Wulftan was alfo deprived by the fynod; but re. 
fufing to deliver his paftoral ftaff and ring to any but the perfon from whom 
he firft received it, he went immediately to king Edward's tomb, and firuck 

the fiaff fo deeply into the ftone, that none but hilvfelf was able to pull it out: 

Upon which he was allowed to keep his bi1hopric. This inftance m1y fe1ve, 
inftead of many, as a fpecimen of the monkilh miracles. See alfo the Annals 
of Burton, p. 284, g Malmef. de geft, Pont. P• J Si• 

VoL. I. $ ever 
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C H A P. ever be advanced to any dignity~ ecclefiafl:ical, civil, or 
IV. . h r S . d' d r_ • '---v--' military h. The kmg t ere1ore, upon t1gan s epoutwn~ 

107o· promoted Lanfranc, a Milanefe monk, celebrated for his 
learning and piety, to the vacant fee. This prelate was 
rigid in defending the prerogatives of his fiation; and 
after a long ptocefs before the pope, he obliged Thomas, 
a Nor man monk, who had been appointed to the fee of 
York, to acknowledge the primacy of the archbilhop of 
Canterbury. Where ambition can be fo happy as to 
cover its enterprizes, even to the perfon himfelf, under the 
appearance of principle, it is the mofl: incurable and in
flexible of all human paffions. Hence Lanfranc's zeal 
in promoting the interefl:s of the papacy, by which he 
himfelf augmented his own authority, was indefatigable; 
and met with proportionable fuccefs. The devoted at- · 
tachment to Rome continually encreafed in England; and 
being favoured by the fentiments of the conquerors, as 
well as by the monaftic efl:ablifhments formerly intro
duced by Edred and by Edgar, it foon reached the fame 
height, at which it had, during fome time, fl:ood in 
France and Italy i, It afterwards went much farther; 
being favoured by that very remote fituation, which had 

_ at firfl: obfirutl:ed its progrefs; and being lefs checked by 
knowledge and a liberal education, which were fiill feme
what rpore common in the fouthern countries • 

. THE prevalence of this fuperfiitious fpirit became dan
gerous to fome of Viilliam's fucceifors, and incommo
dious to mofl: of them : But the arbitrary fway of this 
king over the Engli.lh, and his extenfive authority over 
the foreigners, kept him from feeling any immediate in
conveniencies from it. He retained the church in great 
fubjection, as well as his lay fubjccts; and would allow 
l)One, of whatever charatl:er, to difpute his fovereign will 

h Ingulf, P• 70, 7'• i M. Well-. p. ~n8. Lanfranc wrote in 
defence of the real prefence againfr Berengarius; and in thofe ages of fiupidity 
and ignorance, he was greatly applauded for that performance, 

and 
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nnd pleafure. He prohioited his fubjeC!s from acknow- C H A P, 
IV, 

ledging any one for pope whom he himfelf had not pre-~ 
vioufly received: He required, that all the ecclefiafl:ical Io7o. · 

canons, voted in any fynoJ, fhould firfl: be laid before 
him, and be ratified by his authority : Even bulls or let-
ters from Rome could not legally be produced, till they 
received the fame fanB:ion : And none of his minifiers or 
barons, whatever offences they were guilty of, could Le 
fubjected to fpiritual ccnfurcs, till he himfclf had given 
his confent to their excommunication k, Thefe regula-
tions were worthy of a fovereign, and kept united the 
civil and ccclefiafiical powers, which the principles, intro-
duced by this prince himfelf, had an immediate tendency 
to feparate. 

BuT the Englilh had the cruel mortification to find, 
that their king's authority, however acquired or however 
extended, was all employed in their oppreffion; and that 
the fcheme of their fubjcction, attended with every cir
cumfiance of infult and indignity 1, was deliberately 
formed by the prince, :tnd wantonly profecuted by his 
followers m, William had even entertained the difficult 
project of totally abolilhing the Englifh language; and, 
for that purpofe, he ordered, that, in all fc~ools through
out the kingdom, the youth fhould be in:flructed in the 
French tongue, a practice which was continued from cuf
tom till after the reign of Ed ward III. and was never 
indeed totally difcontinued in England. The pleadings 
in the fupreme courts of judicature were in French n: 
The deeds were often drawn in the fame language: The 
laws were compofcd in that idiom o: No other tongue 
was ufed at court: It became the language of all fa!hion
able company; and the Englifli themfelves, alhamed of 

k Eadmer, p. 6. 1 Order. Vital. p. 523.' H. Hunt. p. 370. 
m Ingulf, P• 71. n 36 Ed. Ill. cap. 15. Sc:lden Spicileg. ad 

iadmer, p. t8g. Fortefcue de laud. leg. Angl, cap. 48, 
o Chron. Rothom. A. D. 1066. 
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C H A P. their own country, affeCted to excel in that foreign dia
~ letl:. From this attention of William, and from the ex-

1c7o. tenfive foreign dominions, long annexed to the crown of 
England, proceeded that mixture of French, which is at 
prefent to be found in the Englilh tongue, and which 
compofes the greatefl: and be£1: part of our language. But 
amidft thofe endeavours to deprefs the Englilh nation, the 
king, moved by the remonftrances of fome of his prelates, 
and by the earneil: defires of the people, reftored a few of 
the laws of king Edward P; which, though feemingly of 
no great importance towards the proteCtion of general li
berty, gave them extreme fatisfaCl:ion, as a memorial of 
their ancient government, and an unufual mark of com
plaifance in their imperious conquerors*· 

l07I· THE fituation of the two great earls, M01·car and Ed-
win2 became now very difagreeable. 'Though they had 
retained their allegiance, during this general infurreB:ion 
of their countrymen, they had not gained the king's con-
fidence, and they found themfelves expofed to the malig
nity of the courtiers, who envied them on account of 
their opulence and greatnefs, and at the fame time in
volved them in that general contempt which they enter
tained for the Englilh. Senfible that they had entirely 
loft their dignity, and could not even hope to remain 
long in fafcty ; they determined, though too late, to fhare 
the fame fate with their countrymen. While Edwin re
tired to his efhte in the north, with a view of commen
cing an infurreB:ion, Morcar took fhelter in the !De of 
Ely with the brave Hereward,. who, fecured by the inac
ceffible fituation of the place, frill defended himfelf 
againft the L~ormans. But this attempt fcrved only to 
accelerate the ruin of the few Englilb, who had httherto 
been able to preferve their rank or fortune during the 

P Ingulf, p. 88. lhompton, p. 982.. Knyghton, p. 2.355• Hoveden, 
P• 6oo. ~ See note [K] at the end of tac volume. 

paft 
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pafi: convulfions. William employed all his endeavours c H A P. 

to fubdue the Ifle of Ely; and having furrounded it with~ 
flat-bottomed boats, and made a caufeway through the 1o; r. 

moraffes te the extent of two miles, he obliged the re-
bels to furrender at difcretion. Hereward alone forced his 
way, (word in hand, through the enemy; and frill con-
tinued his hofl:ilities by (ea againfi: the N ormans, till at 

]aft William, charmed with his bravery, received him into 
favour, and refrored him to his efl:ate. Earl Morcar, and 
Egelwin, bifhop of Durham, who had joined the mal
contents, were thrown into prifon, and the latter foon 
after died in confinement. Edwin, attempting to make 
his efcape into Scotla lu , was betrayed by fome of his 
followers ; and was killed by a party of N ormans, to 
the great affiitl:ion of the Englifh, and even to that of 
William, who p2id a tribute of generous tears to the me-
mory of this gallant and beautiful youth. The king of 
Scotland, in hopes of profiting by thefe convulfions, had 
fallen upon the northern counties ; but on the approach 
of William he retired; and when the king entered his 
country, he was glad to make peace, and to pay the ufual 
homage to the Englifh crown. To complete the king's 
profpcrity, Edgar Atheling himfelf, defpairing of fuccefs, 
and ~eary of a fugitive life, fubmitted to his enemy; and 
receiving a decent penfion for his fubftfl:ence, was per-
mitted to live in England unmolefl:ed. But thefe acts of 
gencrofity towards the leaders were difgraced, as ufual, 
by vVilliam's rigour againfr the inferior malcontents. 
He ordered the hands to be lopt off, and the eyes to be put 
out, of many of the prifoners, whom he had taken in 
the Ifle of Ely; and he difperfed them in that miferable 
condition throughout the country, as monuments of hi 
feverity. 

THE province of Maine in France had, by the will IOiJr 

of Hebert, the Iafi: count, fallen under the dominion of 
S 3 'Villiam 
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C H A P. William fome years before his conquefr of England ; but 
~the inhabitants, diffatisficd with the Norman government, 
· 1973· and infl:igated by Fulk count of Anjou, who had fome 

pretenfions to the fucceffion, now rofe in rebellion, and 

expelled the magifirates, whom the king had placed over 
them. The full fcttlement of England afforded him lei
fure to punifh this infult on his authority; but being un

willing to remove his Norman forces from this ifland, 
he carried over a confidcrable army, compofed almofi: en
tirely of Englifh, and joining them to fome troops levieq 
in Normandy, he entered the revolted. province. The 
Engliih appeared ambitious of difiinguifhing themfelves 

pn this occafion, and of retrieving that chara6ter of va
lour, which had long been na_tion:1l among th~m; but 
which their late cafy fuhjcC!"ion under the Normans had 
'fomcwh<lt degraded and obfcur~d. Perhaps too they hoped 
that, by their zeal and a6tivity, they might recover the 

confidence of their fovereign, as their ancefiors had for

merly, by like means, gained the affections of Canute; 
and might conquer his inveterate prejudices in favour of 
his O\vn countrymen. The king's military conduCt, fe., 

conded by thefe brave troops, foon overcame all oppofition 
in lVIaine : The inhabitants were obliged to fubmit, and 

the count of Anjou relinq uifhed his pretenfions. 

1o;-t· BuT during thefe tranfaB:ions, the government of 
lolurnc1ionE 1 d J d"11 b d d h b h t: of the Nor- ng an was great y IHur e ; an t at too y t 01e: 
;nan baror.s. very foreigners, who owed every thing to the king's 

bounty, and who were the fo.le objeCt of his friendihi.R 

and regard. The Norman barons, who had engaged 
with their duke in the conquefi: of England, were 

mer of the mofi: independant fpirit; and though they 

obeyed the~r leader in the field, they would have regarded 
~vith diidain the richefi: acquifitions, had they been re

quired, in return, to fubmit, in their civil government, to 

the ~rbitrary will of one man. ~ut t~e imperious cha-

~actef 
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rnCl:cr of William, encouraged by his abfolute dominion c H A P. 

over the Englifh, and often impelled by the neceffity of~ 
his affairs, had prompted him to frretch his authority over to74. 

the Normans themfelves beyond what the free genius of 
that viCtorious people could eafily bear. The difcontents 
were become general among thofe haughty nobles ; and 
even Roger, earl of Hereford, fon and heir of Fitz-
Oibcrne, the king's chief favourite, was frrongly infeB:ed 
wirh them. This nobleman, intending to marry his fifier 
to Ralph de Guader, earl of Nor folk, had thought it his 
duty to inform the king of his purpofe, and to defire the 
royal confent; bur meeting with a refufal, he proceeded 
neverthclefs to complete the nuptials, and afiembled all 
his friends, and thofe of Guader, to attend the folemnity. 
The two earls, difgufied by the denial of their requefi, 
and dreading William's refcntment for their difobedience, 
here prepared meafures for a revolt; and during the gaiety 
of the fefiival, while the company was heated with wine, 
they opened the defign to their guefis. !'hey inveighed 
againfi the arbitrary conduCt: of the king; his tyranny 
over the Engliili, whom they affeCted on this occafion to 
commiferate; his imperious behaviour to his barons of the 
noblefi birth; and his apparent intention of reducing the 
viCtors and the vanquiilied to a lik~ ignominious fervi-
tude. Amidfi: their complaints, the indignity of fub-
mitting to a bafrard q was not forgotten; the certain profpctl: 
of fuccefs in a revolt, by the affifiance of the Danes and 
the difcontented Englifh, was intifted on; and the whole 
company, inflamed with the fame fentiments, and warmed 
by the jollity of the entertainment, cntereJ, by a folemn 
engagement, into the defign of fhaking off the royal au-
thority. Even earl Waltheof, who was prefent, inconti-

q William was fo little alhamed of his birth, that he alfumed the appella • 

tion of Bafiard in fome of his letters and charters. Spellm, Glo!f. in verb. 

Bf1jlardus, Camden _in Richmcndjbire, 

s + derately 
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C H A P. derately expreffcd his approbation of the confpiracy, and 
IV. 
~ promifed his concurrence towards its fuccefs. 

1074· THIS nobleman, the laft of the Engli!h, who, for 
fome generations, poffeffed any power or authority, had, 
afcer his capitulation at York, been received into favour 
by the Conqueror ; had even married J udith, niece to 
that prince ; and had been promoted to the earldoms of 
Huntingdon and Northampton q. Cofpatric, earl of· 
Northumberland, having, on fome new difgufi: from 
William, retired into Scotland, where he received the 
earldom of Dunbar from the bounty of Malcolm; Wal
theof was appointed his fucceffor in that important com
mand, <md feemed {till to poffefs the confidence and 
friend!hip of his fovercign r. But as he was a man of 
generous principles, and loved his country, it is pro
bable, that the tyranny exercifed over the Engli!h lay 
heavy upon his mind, anJ defi:rqyed all the fatisfaetion, 
which he could reap from his own grandeur. and advance
ment. vVhen a profpecr, therefore, was opened of re
trieving their liberty, he haftily embraced it; while the 
fumes of the liquor, and the ardour of the company, 
prevented him from refletl:ing on the confequences of that 
rafh attempt. But after his cool judgment returned, he 
forefaw, that the confpiracy of thofe difcontented barons 
was not likely to prove fuccefsful againfr the efrablilhed 
power Qf William; or if it did, that the !la very of the 
Englilh, infread of being alleviated by that event, would 
become more grievous, under a multi~ude of foreign 
leaders, factious and amb~tiol~s, whof~ union and whofe 
difcord would be equally oppreffive to the people. Tor
mented with thefe refleCtions, he opened his mind to his 
~vife, ] udith, of whofe fidelity he entertained no fufpi
~ion, but who, having 1ecretly fixed her affeCtions on 
~nether, took this opportunity of ~uining h.cr eafy and 

' Order~ Vital ~ p. ~2.2. Hoveden, p. H4• t Sim. Dun. p. 205. 
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(:redulous hu!band. She ccfnveyed intelligence of the c H A P. 

confpiracy to the king, and aggravated every circumftance, ~ 
which, the believed, would tend to incenfe him againft J:074· 

vValtheof, and render him abfolutely implacable s. Mean-
while, the earl, frill dubious with regard to the part 
which he fhould aCt, difcovered the fecret in confeffion to 
Lanfranc, on whofe probity and judgment he had a great 

liance : He was perfuaded by the prelate, that he owed 
no fidelity to thofe rebellious barons, who had by fur
prife gained his confent to a crime; that his .firft duty 
was to his fovereign and benefactor, his next to himfelf 
and his family; and that, if he feized not the opportunity 
of making atonement for his guilt, by revealino- it, the 
temerity of the confpirators was fo great, that they would 
give fome other perfon the means of acquiring the merit 
of the difcovery. Waltheof, convinced by thefe argu
ments, went over to Normandy; but, though he was 
well received by the king, and thanked for hi~ fidelity, 
the account, previoufly tranfmittcd by J udith, had funk 
deep into Vlilliam's mind, and had deftroyed all the merit 
of her hufband's repentance. 

THE confpirators, hearing of Waltheof's departure, 
immediately concluded their defign to be betrayed; and 
they Rew to arms, before their fchemes were ripe for exe
cution, apd before the arrival of the Danes, in whofe aid 
they placed their chi~f confidence. The earl of Hereford 
was checked by Waiter de Lacy, a great baron in thofe 
parts, who, fupported by the bilhop of Worcefter and the 
abbot of Evelham, raifed fame forces, and prevented the 
earl from paffing the Severne, or advancing into the heart 
of the kingdom. The earl of Norfolk was defeated at 
Fagadun, near Cambridge, by Odo, the regent, affifl:ed 
by ~ichard de Bienfaitr, and William de W arrenne, the 
two j ufiiciaries. 'fhe prifoners taken in this action had 

s Order. Vital. P• 536. 

the it 
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c H A P. their rio-ht foot cut off, as a punilhment of their treafon; 

~The e:rl himfelf efcapcd to Norwich, thence to Den-

J07... mark; where the Danifh fleet, which had made an 

unfuccefsful attempt upon the coafl: of England r, foon 

after arrived, and brought him intelligence, that all his 

confederates ·were fuppreff'ed, and were either killed, 
banilhed, or taken prifoncrs u. Ralph retired in defpair 
t~ Britanny, where he poffe:ffed a large efl:ate, and extenfive-

jurifdi~ions. 
THE king, who haflened over to England, in order to 

fupprefs the infurrcCl:ion, found, that nothing remained 

but the punifl.mcnt of the criminals, which he executed 

rith great fevcrity. Many of the rebels were hanged ; 

fame had their eyes put out; others their hands cut off. 

}3ut William, agreeably to his ufual maxims, fhowecl 

more lenity to their leader, the earl of Hereford, who 

was only condemned to a forfeiture of his efl:ate, and to 

imprifonment during pleafure. 'I'he king feemed even 

difpofed to remit this la:ft part of the punifhment; had 

uot Roger, by a fre!h infolence, provoked him to render 

his confinement perpetual. But Waltheof, _being an 

Englifhman, was not treated with fo much humanity i 

l 0 75· though his guilt, always much inferior to that of the 
other confpirators, was atoned for by an early repentance 
and return to his duty. William, infHgated by his niece, 

().S well as by his rapacious courtiers, who longed for fo 
rich a forfeiture, ordered him to be tried, condemned, and 

29
th April. executed. The Englifh, who confidercd this nobleman 

as the lafl: refource of their nation, grievoufly lamented 
his fate, and fancied· that miracles were wrought by his 

reliqucs, as a tefiimony of his innocence and fanCtity, 

t Chron. Sax. p. 183. M. Paris, p. 7• 
u M my of the fugitive Nor mans are fuppofed to have fled into Scotland; 

where they were proteCted, as well as the fugitive Engliih, by Malcolm. 

Whence come the many French and Norman families, which are found at 

t>refent in that country. · 

2 ~~ 



WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. ~67 

The infamous J udith, falling foon after under the king's c H A P. 

difpleafure, was abandoned by all the world, and paffed ~ 
the reil of her life in contempt, remorfe, and mifery. ' 1075• 

NOTHING remained to complete William's fatisfaCl:ion 
but the punilhment of Ralph de Guader; and he hafrened 
over to Normandy, in order to gratify his vengeance on 
that criminal. But though the cont~ feemed very un
equal between a private nobleman and the king of England, 
Ralph was fo well fupported both by the earl of Britanny 
;and the King of France, that William, after befieging 
him for feme time in Dol, was obliged to abandon the 
cnterprize, and make with thofe powerful princes a peace, 
in which Ralph himfelf was included. England, during 
his abfence, remained in tranquillity; and nothing re
markable occurred, except two ecclefiafrical fynods, 
which were fummoned, one at London, another at Win
chefter. In the former, the precedency among the epifco
pal fees was fettled, and the feat of fome of them was 
removed from fmall villages to the mofr confiderable town 
within the diocefe. In the fecond was tranfatl:ed a bufi
nefs of more importance~ 

THE indufrry and perfeverance are furprifing, with ro
7

6. 

which the popes had been treafuring up powers and pre- bDifp~te af. .. 
out tnve .. tenfions during fo many ages of ignorance; while each titures. 

pontiff employed every fraud for advancing purpofes of 
imaginary piety, and cherilhed all claims which might 
turn to the adv_antage of his fucceffors, though he him-
felf could not expcB: ever to reap any benefit from them. 
All this immcnfe ftore of fpiritual and civil authority was 
now devolved on Gregory VII. of the name of Hilde
brand, the moft enterprifing pontiff that had ever filled 
that chair, and the leaft reftrained by fear, decency, or 
moderation. Not content with lhaking off the yoke of the 
emperors, who had hitherto cxercifed the power of ap
pointing the pope on every vacancy, at 1eafr of ratifying 

h~ 
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C H A P. his election; he undertook the arduous tafk of entirely 
~disjoining the ecclefiafl:ical from the civil power, and of 

Jo76. excluding profane laymen from the right which they had 
affumed, of filling the vacancies of bi£hoprics, abbies, 

and other fpiritual dignities w. The fovereigns, who had 

long exercifed this power, and who had acquired it, not 
by encroachments on the church, but on the people, to 
whom it originally belonged x, made great oppofition to 
this claim of the court of Rome ; and Henry IV. the 
reigning emperor, defended this prerogative of his crown 
with a vigour and refolution fuitab]e to its importance. 
The few offices, either civil or military, which the feudal 
infl:itutions left the fovereign the power of befl:owing, 
made the prerogative of conferring the pafioral ring and 
:fiaff the mofl: valuable jewel of the royal diadem; efpeci
:illly as the general ignorance of the age befl:owed a confe
quence on the ecclefiaftical offices, even beyond the great 
extent of power and property which belonged to them. Su

perftition, the child of ignorance, invefl:ed the clergy with 
an authority almofi: facred; and as they ingroifed the little 
learning of the age, their interpofition became requifite 

in all civil bufinefs, and a real ufefulnefs in common life 

was thus fuperadqed to the fpiritual fantl:ity of their 

charaCter. 
WHEN the ufurpations, therefore, of the church had 

come to fuch maturity as to embolden her to attempt ex
torting the right of inveftitures from the temporal power, 
Europe, efpecially Italy and Germany, was thrown into 
the moft violent convulfions, and the pope and the emperor 
waged implacable war on each other. Gregory dared to 

fulminate the fentence of excommunication againft Henry 
and his adherents, to pronounce him rightfully depofed, 

to free his fubjeCl:s from their oaths of allegiance ; and, 

• L' Abbe Cone, tom, zo, P• 371J 37Z· corn, :a, 
fopra ben~f. ecclef. p. 30. 

x .Padre Paolo 

inftead 
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infiead of £hocking mankind by this grofs encroachment C H A P. 

on the civil authority, he found the fiupid people ready~ 
to fecond his moft exorbitant pretenfions. Every mini- 1o76. · 

fier, fervant, or vaffal of the emperor, who received any 
difguft, covered his rebellion under the pretence of prin-
ciple ; and even the mother of this monarch, forgetting 
all the ties of nature, was feduced to countenance the 
.inf0lence of his enemies. Princes themfel ves, not attentive 
to the pernicious confequences of thofe papal claims, 
employed them for their prefent purpofes: And the con-
troverfy, fpreading into every city of Italy, engendered 
the parties of Guelf and Ghibbelin; the mofr durable 
and moft inveterate faCtions that ever arofe from the 
mixture of ambition and religious zeal. Befides num-
berlefs affaffinations, tumults, and convulfions, to which 
they gave rife, it is computed that the quarrel occafioned 
no lefs than fixty battles in the reign of Henry IV. and 
eighteen in that of his fucceflor, Henry V. when the 
claims of the fovereign pontiff finally prevailed r. 

BuT the bold fpirit of Gregory, not difmayed with 
the vigorous oppofition, which he met with from the 
emperor, extended his ufurpations all over Europe; and 
well knowing the nature of mankind, whofe blind afto
nifhment ever inclines them to yield to the mofr impudent 
pretenfions, he feemed determined to fet no bounds to 
the fpiritual, or rather temporal monarchy, which he had 
undertaken to eretl:. He pronounced the fcntcnce of 
excommunication againfi Nicephorus, emperor of the 
Eafr; Robert Guifcard, the adventurous Nor man, who 
had acquired the dominion of Naples, was attacked by 
the fame dangerous weapon : He degraded Bolcflas, king 
of Poland, from the rank of king; and even deprived 
Poland of the title of a kingdom: He attempted to treat 
Philip king of France with the fame rigour, which he had 

1 Padre Paolo (opra bentf. ecclef. p. ZIJ• 

emplor.ed 
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c H A P. employed againft the emperor z : He pretended to the 
~entire property and dominion of Spain; and he parcelled 

1067. it out amongft adventurers, who undertook to conquer 

it from the Saracens, and to hold it in vaffalage under 

the fee of Rome a : Even the Chrifi:ian bifhops, on 

whofe aid he relied for fubduing the temporal princes,. 

faw that he was determined to reduce them to fervitude; 
and by aff'uming the whole legiflative and judicial power 
of the church, to center all authority in the fovereign 

pontiff b. 

WILLIAM the Conqueror, the mofl: potent, the moft 
haughty, and the moft vigorous prince in Europe, was 
not, amidfl: all his fplendid fuccefles, fecure from the at
tacks of this enterprizing pontiff. Gregory wrote him 
a letter, requiring him to fulfil his promife in doing ho
mage for the kingdom of England to the fee of Rome, 
and to fend him over that tribute, which a11 his prede
ceffors had been accuftomed to pay to the vicar of Chrift. 
By the tribute, he meant Peter's pence; which, though at 
firft a charitable donation of the Saxon princes, was in
terpreted, according to the ufual praB:ice of the Romifu 
court, to be a badge of fubjeB:ion acknowledged by the 
kingdom. William replied, that the money fhould be 
remitted as ufual; but that neither had he promifed to do 

homage to Rome, nor was it in the leafl: his purpofe to 

impofe that fervitude on his fl:ate c. And the better to 
fhow Gregory his independance, he ventured, notwith

fianding the frequent complaints of the pope, to refufe to 
the Englifh biiliops the liberty of attending a general 

council, which that pontiff had fummoned againfi: his 

enemies. 
BuT though the king difplayed this vigour in fupporting 

the royal dignity, he was infetled with the general fuper-

. z Epi~. Greg. VII. epifl:, 32.. 35· lib. 2. epifl:. S• a Epifi, Greg. Vlt. 
ltb, I. eptft. 7• b Greg, Epill,lib, z, epift, SS• c Spicileg, 
Seldeni ad Eadmer, p. 4• 
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fiition of the age, and he did not perceive the ambitious C H A P. 
fcope of thofe infiitutions, which, under colour of firiCl:-~ 
nefs in religion, were · introduced or promoted by the 1076• 

court of Rome. Gregory, while he was throwing all 
Europe into combufiion by his violence and impoftures, 
affected an anxious care for the purity of manners; and 
even the chafie p]eafures of the marriage-bed were inc;n .. 
fifrent, in his opinion, with the fanctity of the f.1cerdotal 
character. He had iifued a decree prohibiting the mar-
riage of priefts, excommunicating all clergymen who re-
tained their wives, declaring fuch unlawful commerce 
to be fornication, and rendering it criminal ,in the laity 
to attend divine worihip, when fuch profane pricfis offi-
ciated at the altar d. This point was a great object in the 
politics of the Roman pontiffs; and it coft them infinitely 
more pains to efiabliih it than the propagation of any fpe-
culative abfurdity, which they had ever attempted to in-
troduce. l\1a!ly fynods were fummoned in different parts 
of Europe, before it was finally fettled ; and it was there 
conftantly remarked, that the younger clergymen com-
plied chearfully 'Yith the pope's decrees in this particular, 
and that the chief reluctance appeared in thofe who were 
more advanced in years : An event fo little confonant to 
men's natural expectations, that it could not fail to be 
gloired on, even in that blind and fuperfiitious age. vVil-
Iiam allowed the pope's legate to affemble, in his abfence, 
a fynod at Winchefter, in order to eftablilh the celibacy 
of the clergy; but the church of England could not yet 
be carried the whole length expected. ~he fynod was 
content with decreeing, that the bilhops ihould not 
thenceforth ordain any priefis or deacons without exact-
ing from them a promife of celibacy; but they enacted, 
that none, except thofe who belonged to collegiate or ea-

d Hoveden, p. 455• 457: Flor, Wizorn. p, 63g, Spell, Concil, fo!. 13. 
A. D, Io76. 
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c H A P. thedral churches, £hould be obliged to feparate from their 
IV. . 

'----.r--' Wl ves. 
xo76. THE king paffed fome years in Normandy; but his 

Revolt of • . . 
prince Ro- ]ong refidence there was not entirely owtng to hts de-

• bert. dared preference of that dutchy: _His prefence was alfo 

neceffary for compofing thofe difturbances, which had 

arifen in that favourite territory, and which had even ori
ginally proceeded from his own family. Rob;!rt, his 

eldeft fon, firnamed Gambaron or Courthofe, from his 

:thort legs, was a prince, who inherited all the bravery 
of his family and nation; but without that policy and 

diffimulation, by which his father was fo much diilin
guifued, and which, no lefs than his military valour, 
had coRtributed to his great fucceffes. Greedy of fame, 

impatient of contradiction, without referve in his friend-
1hips, declared in his enmities, this prince could endure 
no controul even from his imperious father, and openly 
afpired to that independance, to which his temper, a• 
well as fome circumftances in his fituation, fhongly in

vited him e. When William firft received the fu bmiffions 

of the province of Maine, he had promifcd the inhabit· 

ants, that Robert £honld be their prince; and before he 

undertook the expedition againft England, he had, on 
the application of the French court, declared him his fuc
ceff'or in Normandy, and had obliged the barons of that 

dutchy to do him homage as their future fovereign. By 

this artifice, he had endeavoured to appeafe the jealoufy 

of his neighbours~ as affording them a profpetl: of fepa
rating England from his dominions on the continent; 
but when Robert demanded of him the execution of thofe 
engagements, he gave him an abfolute rcfufal, and told 
him, according to the homely faying, that he never in

tended to throw off his cloaths, till he went to bed f. 

e Order. Vital. t'• S4S• Hoveden, P• 457• Flor, 'Yigorn. P• 639• 
f Chron. de Mailr. p. J6o. 

Robert 
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Robert openly declared his difcontent; and was fufpe8:ed C H A P • . 

of fccrctly inftigating the king uf France and the earl of~ 
Britanny to the oppofition, which they mnde to \ ·Villiam, Jo76. 

and which had formerly frufirated his attempts upon the . 
town of Dol. And as the quarrel frill a:.1gmcnted, Ro-
bcrt proceeded to entertain a !hong jealoufy of his two 
furviving brothers, Wi!liam and H~nry, ( f0r Richard 
was killed in hunting, by a flag) who, by greater fub-
miffion and complaifance, had acquired the affetl:ions of. 
their father. In this difpofition, on both fides, the great~fi: 
trifle fufficed to produce a rupture between them. 

THE three princes, rcfiding w1th thei.r father in the caftle 

of l'Aiglc in Normandy, were one day engaged in fport 
together; and after fome mirth and jollity, the t\YO young~r 
took a fancy of throwing over fome water on Rob~rt as he 
pafl(d through the court on leaving their apartment g; a_ 
frolic, which he would naturally have rcg.uded as inno
cent, had it not been for the fuggefiions of Alberic de 
Grentmefnil, fon of that Hugh de Grentmefnil, whom 
\Villiam had formerly deprived of his fortunes, when 
that baron deferted him during his greatefr difficulties 
jn England. The young man, mindful of the injury, 
perfuaded the prince, that this atl:io11 was meant as a pub
lic affront, which it behoved him in honour to refent; 
and the choleric Robert, drawing his fword, ran up fiairs, 
with an intention of taking revenge on his brothers h. 

The whole caftle was filled with tumult, which the king 

himfdf, who hafi:ened from his apartment, found fome 
difficulty to appeafe. But he could by no means appeafe 
the refentment of his eldeft fon, who, complaining of his 
partiality, and fancying that no proper atonement had 
been made him for the infult, left the court that very . 
evening, and haftened to Roiien, with an intention of 
feizing the citadel of that place 1. But being difappoint
ed in this view by the precaution and vigilance of Roger 

g Order, Vital,p. 545• 

Vox., I! 
h Ibid. 

T 
1 lbid, 
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c a A P. de !very, the governor, he fled to Hugh de Neufcbatel; 
IV. N b h h. .n.· . '---v-' a powerful orman aron, w o gave 1m prote~tton ui 

lo;6. his caftles; and he openly levied war againft his father k• 

The popular charaaer of the prince~ and a fimilarity of 

matltl'ers; engaged all the young nobility of Normandy 
and Ma-ine, as well as of Anjou and Britanny, to take 

part with him; and it was fufpeeled that Matilda, hi~ 

mother, whofe favourite he was, fupported him in his re
bellion: by fecret remittances of money,. and by tbe en• 

couragemel'l't which the gave his partizans. 

1o7t'· A:tL the hereditary provinces of Wrlliam1 a~ well at 

his family, were during feveral years thrown into con

vulfioh's by th'is war; and he was· at lafr obliged to have' 

recou·rfe to· E-ngla-nd, where that fpecie!f of military go• 

vernment,, whi~N he had eftablifired, gave him greater 

authority th'an tfle a'ttcknt feudal inftitut-ions permitted 

him to exercife i:n Normandy. He called over an army 
of Englilh under hi-s ancient captains, who foon expelled 
ltobert and his adherents frotn their retreats, and reftored 

the authority of the rovereign in all his dominions. Ther 

young prince was obliged t<:> take fhelter in the caftle of 

Gerberoy in the Beauvoifis1 which the king of France1 

who fecretly fomented all thefe d·iffenfioos,. had provided 

for him. In this fortrefs he was clofely befieged by his 

father,. againfi: whom,- having a fhong gar-rifon, he made 

an obftinate defence. There paffed under the waUs of 

this place many rerrcounters,. which refembled more the' 

!ingle combats of chivalry~ than the military aCl.ions of 

armies ; but one of them was remarkable for its cir:cum• 

ftances and its event. Robert happened to engage th" 

king, who was concealed by his helmet;. and both of 
them being valiant, a fierce combat enfued,. till at lail 

k Order. Vital. P• 545• Hoveden, P• 457• Sim .. Dun. P• no. Dic:e• 
to,- P·· 487. 

the 
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\he young prince wounded his father in the arm; a'l\d CH A P.. 
ttnhorfed him. On his ca1ling out f6r affiftance, his~ 
voice difcovered him to his ton, who, ftruck with remorfe 1079• 

for his pafr guilt, and aftonilhed with the apprehenfion~ 
~f one much greater, which he had fo nearly incurred, 
inftantly threw himfelf at his father's feet, craved pardon 
tor his offences, and offered to purchafe forgivenefs by 
:;tny atonement 1• The refentment, harbouted by Wil-
iiam, was f6 implacable, that he ·c.Iid not immediately 
correfpond to this dutiful fubmiffion of his fon with like 
lendernefs; but giving him his malediction, departed for 
his own camp, on Robert's horfe, which that prince 
had affifted him to mount. He foon after raifed the fiege-, 
amJ marched witl\ his army to Normandy; where the 
interpofition of the queen and other common friends 
brought about a reconcilement, which was probably not 
a little fo'rwarded by the geherofity of the fon's behaviour 
in this action, and by the returning fenfe of his pafr m if· 
conduct. The king feemed fo fully appeafed, that he 
~ven took Robert with him into England ; where he 
intrufted him with the command of an army, irt order to 
repel an inroad 6f Malcolm king of Scotland, and to 
retaliate by a like ihroad into that country. The Wellh, 
unable to refift William's power, were, about the fame 
time, rteceffitated to pay a compenfation for their in-
curfions; and every thing was reduced to full tranqUillity 
in this ifland. 

T:Hrs liate of aftairs gave William ieifure to begin and Do~~~!; ... 
linifh an undertaking, which proves his extenfive genius, book.. 

and does hono':lr to his memory: It was a general furvey 
of all the lands in the kingdom, their extent in each dif-

1 Malmef. p~ to6. H. Hunt. p. 369. Hoveden, P· 457• Flor. Wig. 
P• 639• Sim. Dun. P• sxo, Diceto) p. ~87. Knyghton, p. 2.351• Atur. 
J3enrl. p. I35• 
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c H
1

: P.tritl:, their proprietors, tenures, value; the quantity of 
~meadotv, pafture, wood, and arable land, which they 

1oSr. contained; and in fome counties the number of tenants, 
cottagers, and flaves of all denominations, who lived 
upoll them. He appointed commiffioners for this pur.
pofc, who entered every particular in their regifi:er by the 
vcrditl of juries; and after a labour of fix years (for the 
w01k was fo long in finilhing) brought him an exact ac
count of all the landed property of his kingdom m. This 
monument, called Dumefday-book, the moft valuable 
piece of antiquity poffcffed by any nation, is fiill preferved 
in the Exchequer; and though only fome extratl:s of it 
have hitherto been publifhed, it ferves to illufirate to us 
in matiy pnrticulars the ancient fiate of England. The 
great 'Alfred had finifhed a like furvey of the kingdom in 
his time which was long kept at Winchefier, and which 
prob:1bly fcrved uS a model to William in this under
taking n. 

THE ki1;g w:1s naturally a great reconomifi; and though 
110 prince had ever been more bountiful to his officers and 
iervants, it was merely becaufe he had rendered himfelf 
univerfal proprietor of England, and had a whole king
dum to befi:ow. He referved an ample revenue for the 
crown; and in the general difiribution of land among his 
followers, he kept poffeffion of no lefs than 1412 manors 
in different parts of England o, which paid him rent ei
ther in money, or in corn, cattle, and the ufual produce 
of the foil. An ancient hifiorian computes, that his 

annual fixed income, befidcs efcheats, fines, reliefs, and 
other cafual profits to a great value, amounted to near 

o Chron. Sax, p. Jgc. Ingutf, p. 79· Chron. T. Tykes, p. 23· H. 
Hunt. p. 370. Hoveden, p. 460. M. Weft. p. 2.19. Flor. Wisorn. 
p. 641. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 51. M. Paris, P• S. The 
mere north~:rn counties were not comprehended in this furvey; I fuppofe be
caufe of their wile, uncultivated ftate, 

n J.ngulf, p. 8. 

! Weft's enqdry into the manner Qf treatins peers, p. 24. 

400,000 
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400,000 pounds a-year P; a fum, which, if all circum- C H A r. 
fiances be attended to, will appear wholly incredible. A ~v~ 
pound in that age, as we have already obfcrved, contained Io~x. 
three times the weight of filver that it does at pref(nt; 
and the fame weight of filver, by the mofl: probable com
putation, would purchafe near ten times more of the ne
ceffaries of life, though not in the fame proportion of the 
finer manufaCl:ures. This revenue, therefore, of Wil-
liam would be equal to at leafl: nine or ten millions at 
prefent; and as that prince had neither fleet nor army to 
fupport, the former being only an occafional expence, and 
the latter being maintained, without any charge to him, 
by his military vaffals, we mufl: thence conclude, that 
no emperor or prince, in any age or nation, can be 
compared to the Conqueror for opulence and riches. 
This leads us to fufpeCl: a great mifrake in the computation 
of the hifl:orian; though, if we confider that avarice is 
always imputed to \Villiam as one of his vices, and that, 
having by the fword rendered himfelf mafrer of all the 
lands in the kingdom, he would certainly in the partition 
retain a great proportion for his own fuare; we can 
fcarcely be guilty of any error in afferting, that perhaps 
no king of England was ever more opulent, was more 
able to fupport by his revenue the fplendor and mag'nifi-
cence of a court, or could bcftow more on his pleafures 
or in liberalities to his fervants and favourites q. 

'rHERE was one pleafure, to which William, as ,.;·ell The n .. w. 

as all the Normans and ancient Saxons, was extremely forett , 

addiCted; and that was hunting: But this pleafure he 
indulged more at the expence of his unhappy fubjeets, 
whofe interefrs he always difrega.rded, than to the lofs or 
diminution of his own revenue. Not content with thofe 
large forefrs, which former kings poffeffed in all parts 

P Order. Vital. p. 5~3· He faya 1060 pounds aDd {ome odd lhillings and 
renc:e a-day. q Forte:cue) de Dom. reg. & politic:. cap. Ill, 

of 
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C H A P .. ofEno-land. he refolved to make a new forefl: near Win~ , IV: o . '- . . 
~ chefter, th,e 1.1fu.aJ place of his refidence: And for that 

~o.s... purpofe, he laid waft~ the cou~try in Hampihire for a" 
extent of thi~ty miles, expelled the in.habitants from theit. 

houfes, feized theix p.roperty~ even demoliihed churches 
and conven.ts, ~nd ma.de the fufferers no compenfatioQ 
for th.e injury r. A.t th.e fame ti.me, he enacted new laws, 

by which he ' proh.ib.ited all his fubjea_s from hunting i~ 
any of his forefts, and rendered the penal ties more feverc: 

~han ever had been inflicted fo~ fuch offences. The kill
ing of a deer or boar, ~r even a hare, was puni!hed with 
the lofs of the delinquent's eyes; and that at a time, when 
the killing of a man could b~ atoned for by paying ~ mo.

derate fine or compofition. 
THE tranfatlions, tecorded during the remainder of 

this reign2 may be confidered more a_s domeftic occur
rences, whic~ concern the prin~e, than as nation'al 
events, which regard England. Odo, bifuop of Baieux, 
the king's uterine brother, whom he had created earl of 
Kent, and entrufted with a great ihare of power durihg 
his whole reign, had 311.1':\ffed immenfe riches ; and agree
ably ' t9 ~he 'U(ual progrefs of human willies, he began to, 
regard his prefent acquifitions but as a ftep to fatther 
grande~r. He had formed the chimerical projeCt: of buy
ing the papacy; and though Gregory, the reigning pope, 
was not of advanced years, the prelate had confided fo 
much in t~e predictions of an afirologer, that he reckoned 
upon the pontiff's death, and upon attai'ning, by his own 

~ntrigues and money~ that e.{lvied fiate of greatnefs. ~e

folving, therefore, to remit all his riches to Italy, he had 

per~ua~ed l!lany confiderable parons, and among the refi'~ 
Hugh earl of Chefter!l to take the fame courfe; in hopes, 

that, when he.fhould mount the papal throne, · he woufd 

\!efi:o.w on them more co~fid~ab~e eft~blithments in tha~ 

~ )l,a~~f. P• 3 ~ ~· J{u11t. p. Ill• Anglia Sacr~, vol. i, p. :l)$• 

~oun~ry~ 



WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. - '-19 

,eountry. The ~ing, from whom all thefe projeCts had c H A P. 

been carefully ~oncealed, at Jafr ~ot intelligence of the~ 
defign, and ordere.d Odo to be .arrefred. £-lis officers, toh., 

from refpect to ~l)e imnusnities, which the ecclefiafrics 
now affumed, fcrupled to e~ecute the command, till the 
king himfelf was obliged in perfon to (eize him 1 and 

when Odo infifted that h~ was a prelate, and exempt from 

all temporal jurifdia,ion, 'Vil)iam replied, that he arrefred 

him, not as bilhop of Baieux, bijt as earl of Kent. He 
was fent prjfoner to~ormandy; and notwithftanding the 
remonftrances and menaces of Gregory, was ~~~ained il} 
cufrody d.l.)iring tl).e ~emainder of this reign~ 

ANOTHER domefijc event gave the king much more soSJ. 

concern : It was ~h~ de~th of Matilda, his confort, whom 
he tenderly loved., and for whom he had ever preferved 
the moft fincere f.riendfhip. Three years afterwards be 

paffed into Normandy, and carried wi~h him Edgar 

Atheling, to whom he willingly granted permiffion tQ 

make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. He was detained 
on the continent by a mifunderftanding, which broke out wa:o;ri.. 
between him and the kil}g of France, and whicQ. was oc- France. 

cafioned by inroads made ~nto Normandy by fame French 
barons on the frontiers. It was }i.ttle jn the power of 

princes at that time to ref!r~·jn their lice,ntious nobility; 
but William fufpetl:ed, that tbefe barol)s durft not have 

provoked his indignation, had they ~ot been affured 
of the countenance and protetl:i<m of Philip. His dif

vieafure was encreafed }>y tije ac.c®nt he received of fome 
raillcries which that monarch had t4rown out again£1: 
him. William, who was ~come corpulent, had been 
detained in bed fome time by ficknefs; upon whjch Philip 
~xpreffed ~is furprife ~hat his brother of England fhould 

pe fo long in being delivered of h i~ big belly. The king 

~p.t him word, that, as foon as he was up, he would 
- T 4 · i>refe~~ 
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C H A P. prefent fo many lights at Notre-dame, as would perhaps 

~give little pleafure to the king of France; alluding to the 
jc87. ufual practice at that time of women after child-birth. 

Immediately on his recovery, he led an army into L'lfle 

de France, and laid every thing wafl:e with fire and fworc1. 

He took the town of 1\llante, which he reduced to 

~fnes. But the progrcfs of thcfe hofrilities was fi:opped 

by an accident, which foon after put an end to William's 

hfe. His horfe fiarting afide of a fudden, he bruifed his 

belly on the pommel of the faddle; and being in a bad 

· habit of bcdy, as well as fomewhat advanced in years, he 

b~gan to apprehend the confcquences, and ordered him

fclf to be carried in a litter to the monafiery of St. Ger

vas. Finding his illnefs encreafe, and being fcnfible of 

the approach of death, he difcovered at lafi the vanity of 

all human grandeur, and was fi:ruck with remorfe for thofe 

horrible cruelties and acts of violence, which, in the at

tainment and defence of it, he had committed during the 

courfe of his reign over England. He endeavoured to 

make atonement by prefents to churches and monafieries; 

and he ifiued orders, that earl Morcar, Siward Bearne, 

and other Engli!h prifoners, fhould be fet at liberty. He 

\vas even prevailed on, though not without reluctance, 

to confent, with his dying breath, to releafe his brother, 

Odo, ~gain£1: whom he was extremely incenfed. He left 

N crmandy and Maine to his eldeft fan, Robert: He 

wrote to Lanfranc, defiring him to crown William king 

of England: He bequeathed to Henry nothing but the 

pcffcffions qf his mother, lVIatilda; but foretold, that he 

would one day furpafs both his brothers in power and 

9th Sept. opu!encc. He expired in the fixty-third year of his age, 
De;Jtb 

in the twenty-firfi year of his reig~ over England, and in 

the fifty-fourtq of that over Normandy. 

and char:~c.- fEW princ~s have been more fortunate than this great 

1~;;~h';il- n1on1rc;h~ or were better <1nti~led to grandeur and profpe .. 
Cpnqu~ror, . ,r~ty, 
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rity, from the abilities and the vigour of mind which he c H A P. 
IV 

difpla.yed in all his conduct His fpirit was bold and en-~ 
terprifing, yet guided by prudence: His ambition, which 1oS7. 

·as exorbitant, and lay little under the rdhaints of 
j •H:ice, fi:ill lefs under thofe of humanity, ever fub
rnitted to the dictates of found policy. Born in an 
age when the minds of men were intratl:able ·and un
acquainted with fubmiffion, he was yet able to diretl: 
them to his purpofes; and partly from the afcendant of 
his vehement character, partly from art and di1limulation, 
to efi:abliih an unlimited authority. Though not infen
fible to generality, he was hardened againfi compaffion ; 
and he feemed equally ofl:entatious and equally ambitious 
of ihow and parade in his clemency and in his feverity. 
The maxims of his adminifl:ration were aufl:ere; but 
might have been ufefui, had they been folely employed to 
preferve order in an efi:ablifhed governments: They were 

. ill calculated for foftening the rigours, which, under the 
mofl: gentle management, are infeparable from conquefr. 
His attempt againft England was the laft great enterprize 
of the kind, which, during the courfe of feven hundred 
years, has fully fucceeded in Europe; and the force of 
his genius broke through thofe limits, which firfl: the feu
dal infl:itutions, then the refined policy of princes, have 
fjxed to the f._ veral ftates of Chriftendom. Though he 
rendered himfelf infinitely odious to his Englifh fubjetl:s, 
he tranfmitted his power to his pofl:erity, and the throne 
is frill filled by his defcendants: A proof, that the foun
_dations which he laid were firm and folid, and that, 
amidft all his violence, while he feemed only to gratify 
the prefent paffion, he had frill an eye tow;uds futu
rity. 

SoME writers have been defirous of refufing to this 
prince the title of Conqueror, in the fenfe which that 

~ M, Well. p. ~3o. An~lia Sacra, vol, i. P• 258, 
term 

.... 
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c H A P. term commonlv bears; and on pretence, that the word is 
~ fometimes in old books applied to fuch as make an acqui~ 

Jd7. fition of territory by any means, they are wi11ing to rejea 

William's title, by right of war, to the crown of Eng

land. It is needlefs to enter into a controverfy, which, 
by the terms of it, mufi ncceffarily degenerate into a dif
pute of words. It fuffices to fay, that the duke of Nor
mandy's firfr invafion of the ifland was hoftile; that his 
fubfequent adminifiration was entirely fupported by arms; 
that in the very frame of his laws he made a difiintl;ion 
between the Normans and Englifh, to the advantage of 
the former t; that he acted in every thing as abfolute maf"' 
ter over the natives, whofe interefts and. affections he to· 
tally difregarded; and that if t}lere was ap interval whe11 

he affumed the appearance of a legal fovereign, the period 
was very fhort, and was nothing but ~ temporary facri
£ce, which he, as has been the cafe with moft conquerors, 
was obliged to make, of his inclination to his prefent po
licy. Scarce any of thofe r~volutions, which, both iq 

. hifiory and in common langqage, have always been deno"! 
minated conquefis, appear equally violent, or were at

tended with fo fudden an aher4tion both of power anq 
property. The Roman fiate, which fpread its 4ominioq 
over Europe, left the rights of individuals, in a great mea~ 

fure, untouched; and thofe civilized ~onquerors, while 
they made their own country the feat of empire, found, 
that they could draw moft advantage from the fubjeCl:ed 

provinces, by fecuring to the natives the free enjoyment 
of their own laws and of their private pofieffions. The 
barbarians, who fubdued the Roman empire, though they 
fettled in the conquered countries, yet being accuftomed 
to a rude uncultivated life, found a part only of the lan4 
fufficient to fupply all their wants ; and they were no~ 
tempted to feize extenfive poffeffions, which they 

' Hoveden, p. tioo, 
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lcnew neither how to cultivate nor enjoy. But the Nor- CH A P. 

mans and other foreigners, who followed the ftandard of~ 
William, while they made the vanquifhed kingdom the feat 'oi7. 

~f government, were yet fo far advanced in arts as to be ac~ 
quainted with the advantages of a large property; and 
having totally fubdued the natives, they puthed the rights 
of conqueft (very extenfive in the eyes of avarice and 
flmbition, however narrow in thqfe of reafon~ to the ut-
mofl: extremity againfr them. Except the former con-
f!Uefi: of England by the Saxons themfelves, who were 
induced, by peculiar circumfrances, to proceed even to 

he extermination of the natives, it would be difficult to 

find in all hifl:ory a revolution more deftrutl:ive, or at-
ended with a more complete fubjection of the antient in

habitants. Contumely feems even to have been wantonly 
added to oppreffion u; and the natives were univerfally 

reduced to fuch a ftate of meannefs and poverty, that the 
£nglifh name became a term of reproach ; and feveral 
generations elapfed before one family of Sax on pedigree 

was raifed to any confide.rable honours, or could fo much 
as attain the rank of baron of the realm w. Thefe facts 
~re fo apparent from the whole tenor of the Englifh hif
tory, that none WQuld have been tempted to deny or elude 
them, were they not heated by the controverfies of fac
tion ; while one party was abfurdly afraid of thofe abfurd 
confequences, which they faw the other party inclined to 
draw from this event~ But it is evident, that the prefent 
~ights and privileges of the people, who are a mixture of 
Engl ifh and N ormans, can never be affected by a tranfac
*ion, which paffed (eve~ hundred years ago; and as all 

u H. Hunt. p. 370. Brompton, p. 980, w So late as the rcigt 
of king Stephen, the earl of Albemarle, before the battle of the S tanuard, ad
dreffed the officers of his army in thefe terms, Proceres .Angli~~t clarijfimi, & 
f_tnere Normatmi, & c. Brompton, p. 102.6. See farther Abb.a~ .R1ev• l, p. 339,. 

~c. All the barons and military men of England fiill called t hemfelves 

~ormans~ 

ancient 
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CH A P. ancient authors*, who lived nearefi the time, and beft 
IV. . fl fi k '---v---1 knew the fi:ate of the country, un,ammou y pea of the 

1o87. Norman dominion as a conquefi by war and arms, no 
reafonable man, from the fear of imaginary confequences, 
will ever be tempted to rejeCt their concurring and un
doubted teftimony. 

KING William had iff'ue, befides his three fons, who 
furvived him, five daughters, to wit, (I.) Cicily, a nun 
in the monafl:ery of Fefchamp, afterwards abbefs in 
the holy Trinity at Caen, where fhe died in I I 2 7. ( 2.) 

ConfJ:antia, married to Alan Fergant, earl of Britanny. 
She died without Hfue. ( 3·) Alice, contraCted to Ha
rold. ( 4·) Adela, married to Stephen, earl of Blois, by 
whom fhe had four fons, William, Theobald, Henry, 
and Stephen; of whom the elder was negleCl:ed, on ac
count of the imbecillity of his underftanding. ( 5·) Aga
tha, who died a virgin, but was betrothed to the king of 
Gallicia. She died on her journey thither, before fhe 
joined her bridegroom. 

~ Sec note [L] at the end of the volumei 

CHAP. 
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C HA P. V. 

'V I L L I A M R U F U S • 

..t!ccejjion of William Rufus- Conjpjracy againfl 
the King-lnvafion of Normandy--The Cru
Jades- Acquijitio11 of Normandy- f?<..uarrcl 
with Anfelm, the primate - Death- and . 
charafler of William Rufus. 

W ILL I A M, firnamed Rufus or the Red, from c H A P. 

the colour of his hair, had no fooncr procured~ 
his father's recommendatory letter to Lanfranc, the pri- Io8

7
• 

mate, than he hafi:ened to take meafures for fecuring to Acceffion <~f 
· f E 1 d S WJI!iaQl h1mfelf the government o ng an . enfible, that a Rufus. 

deed fo unformal, and fo little prepared, which violated 
Robert's right of primogeniture, might meet with great 
oppofition, he trufi:ed entirely for fuccefs to his own ce
lerity; and having left St. Gervais, while William was 
breathing his laft, he arrived in England, before intelli
gence of his father's death had reached that kingdom x. 

Pretending orders from the king, he fecured the fortre!fes 
of Dover, Pevenfey, and Haftings, whofe fituation ren-
cdered them of the greateft importance; and he got pof
feffion of the royal treafure at Winchefi:er, amounting to 
the fum of fixty thoufcnd pounds, by which he hoped to 
encourage and encreafe his partizans r. The primate, 
whofe rank and reputation in the kingdom gave him great 
authority, had been entrufted with the care of his educa-
tion, and had conferred on him the honour of knight .. 
hood z; and being connected with him by thefe ties, and 

x W. Malmef. p. uo. M. Paris, p. Jo. Y Chron. Sn. p. 19s, 
BromptoB, p. 983, ~ W. M~lmef. p. uo, M. Pads, p. Jo, 
Thom. Rudborn:, p. 163, 

probably 
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c H A P. probably deeming his pretenfions j ufr, declared that he 
~would pay a willing obedience to the lafl: will of the Con .. 

Jo87. queror, his ftiend and benefactor. Having affembled 

fome bifhops and fome of the principal nobility, he in .. 

fiantly proceeded to the ceremony of crowning the new 

king a; and by this <lifpatch endeavoured to prevent all 

faCl:ion and refifi:ance. At the fame time, Robert, who 

had been already acknowledged fucceffor to Normandy, 

took peaceable poffeffion of that dutchy. 

Con(piraey BuT though this partition appeared to have been made 

againft the 
kin,. without any violence or oppofition; there remained in 

England many caufes of difcontent, which feemed to me

nace that kingdom with a fudden revolution. The ba

rons, who generally poffeffed large efi:ates both in England 

and in Normandy, were uneafy at the feparation of thofe 

territories; and forefaw, that, as it would be impoffible 

for them to preferve long their allegiance to two mafters, 

they tnuft neceffarily refign either their ancient patrimony 

or their new acquifitions b• Robert's title to the dutchy 

they efi:eemed inconteftible; his claim to the kingdom 

plaufible; and they all defired that this prince; who alone 

had any pretenftons to unite thefe fi:ates, fhould be put in 

poffeffion of both. A comparifon alfo of the perfonal 

qualities of the two brothers led them to give the prefer

ence to the elder. The duke was brave, open, fincere. 

generous : Even his predominant faults, his extreme in .. 

rlolence and facility; were not difagreeable to thofe 

haughty barons, who affected independance, and fubmit

ted with reluCtance to a vigorous adminifrration in their 

fovereign. The king, though equally brave, was vio.! 

lent, haughty' tyrannical ; and feemed difpofed to govern 

more by the fear than by the love of his fubje8s. Odo; 

bilhop of Baieux, and Robert earl of Mortaigne, mater

Jlal brothers of the conqueror,. envying the great credit 

b Order. Vitalis1 P• €6~. 
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bf Lanfranc, which was encreafed by his late Cervices, C H A P. 
V. enforced all thefe rnotives with their partizans, and en- "---v---J 

gag d them in a formal confpiracy to dethrone the king. 1o87• 

They communicated their defign to Eufl:ace, count of 
Bologne, Roger earl of Shrewfbury and Arunde1, Robert 
de Belefme, his eldefi fen, William bifhop of Durham~ 
Robert de lVloubray, Roger Bigod, Hugh de Grentmef· 
nil ; and they cafily procured the affent of thefc potent 
noblemen. The confpirators, retiring to their cafiles, 
haftened to put themfelves in a military pofl:ure; and ex-
peCl:ing to be foon fupported by a powerful army from 
Normandy, they had already begun hofiilities in many 
places. 

THE king, fenfihle of his perilous fituation, endea
voured to engage the affeCl:ions of the native Englilh. 
As that people were now fo thoroughly fubdued that they 
no longer afpired to the recovery of their ancient liber ... 
ties, and were content with the profpeB: of fome mitiga
tion in the tyranny of the Norman princes, they zeal
oully embraced William's caufe, upon receiving general 
promifes of good treatment, and of enjoying the licence 
of hunting in the royal forefts. The king was foon in: 
a fituation to take the field ; and as he knew the danger 
of delay, he fuddenly marched into Kent;. where his. 
uncles had already feized the fortreifes of Pevenfey and 
Rochefter. Thefe places he fucceffively reduced by fa
.tnine ; and though he was prevailed on by the earl of 
Chefter, Williamde Warrenne, andRobertFitz Hammon

1 
who had embraced his caufe, to fpare the lives of the 
rebels, he confifcated all their efiates, and banilhed them 
the kingdom c. This fuccefs gave authority to his nego
tiations with Roger earl of Shrewfbury, whom he de
tached from the confederates : And as his powerful Reet, 
joined to the indolent conduCt of Robert, prevented the 

c Chron, Sax. p. 195· Order. Vital. p. 668, 

arrival 
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C H A P. arrival of the Nor man fuccoun, all the other rebels found 

~ no refource but in flight or fubmiffion. Some of them 
1087· received a pardon; but the greater part were attainted; 

and the king beil:owed their efiates on theN orman barons, 

who had remained faithful to iim. 

1oS9. WrtLIAM, freed from the danget of thefc infurreCl.ions, 

took little care of fulfilling t.is promifes to the Engliih, 

who frill found themfelves eKpofed to the fame oppref· 

fions, which they had underg)ne during the reign of the 
Conqueror, and which were rather augmented by the vio

lent, impetuous temper of the prefent monarch. The 

death of Lanfranc, who retained great influence over him, 

gave foon after a full career to his tyranny; and all orders 

of men found reafon to complain of an arbitrary and j} .. 

legal adminiil:ration. Even tbe privileges of the church, 

held facred in thofe days, were a feeble rampart againft 
his ufurpations. He feized the temporalities of all the 

vacant bifhoprics and ~bbics; he delayed the appointing 

of fucceffors to thofe dignities, that he might the longer 
enjoy the profits of their revenue ; he befi:owed fame of 

the church-lands in property on his captains and favour· 

ites; and he openly fct to fale fuch fees and abbies as 
he thought proper to difpofe of. Though the murmurs 

of the ecclefiafiics, which were quickly propagated to the 

nation, rofe high againft this grievance, the terror of 

William's authority, confirmed by the fuppreffion of the 

late infurreB:ions, retained every one in fubjeB:ion, and 

preferved general tranquillity in England. 

Jogo. THE king even thought himfelf enabled to diflurb his 
Tnvafion of . 
Normandy. brother m the poffeffion of ~ormandy. The loofe and 

negligent adminifi:ration of that prince had emboldened 

the Norman barons to affeCt a great independancy ; and 

their mutual quarrels and devaftations had rendered that 
whole 



\V t L L t A M R tJ F U S. 

~Jhole territory a fcene of violence and outrao-e. Two of C H A P. 
~ V 

them, Waiter and Odo, wue bribed by William to de-._~ 
liver the fortrefTes of St. Valori and Alben:arle into his 10~9. 

hands: Others foon after irnitated the example of revolt; 
while Philip, king of France, who ought to have proteCted 
his vafTal in the pofTeffion o: his fief, was, after making 
fome efforts in his favour, engaged by large prefents to re-
main neuter. The duke h:td alfo reafon to apprehend 
danger from the intrigues of his brother Henry. This 
young prince, who had inherited nothing of his father's 
great poffeffions but fome cf his money, had furnilhed 
Rober~, while he was makng his preparations againfr 
England, with the fum of three thoufand marks; and in 
return for fo flender a fupp1~, had been put in po!feffisn 
of the Cotentin, which comprehended near a third of the 
dutchy of Normandy. Robert afterwards upon fome fuf .. 

picion threw him into prifon i but finding himfelf expofed 
to invafion from the king of England, and dreading 
the conjunCtion of the two l:rothers againlt him, he now 

gave Henry his liberty, and even made ufe of his affifiance 

in fuppreffing the infurreCl:ions of his rebellious fubjeB:s. 
Conan, a rich burgefs of Ro.ien, had entered into a con-
fpiracy to deliver that city to William; but Henry, on 
the deteCtion of his guilt, ca·ried the traitor up to a high 
tower, and with his own hands flung him from the bat .. 
tlements. 

THE king appeared in Normandy at the head of an 
'army; and affairs feemcd to have come to extremity 
between the brothers ; when the nobil)ty on both fides, 
firongly connetl:ed by interefr and alliances, interpofed 
and mediated an accommodation. The chief advantage 
of thjs treaty accrued to William, who obtained poficf .. 
fion of the territory of Eu, :he towns of Aumale, Fef
camp, and other places: But in return he promifed, that 
he would affif!: his brother in fubduing rviaine, which had, 
rebelled ; and that the N orrr.an barons, attainted in Ro-

VoL. I. lJ bert'8 
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C H A P. bert's caufe fhould be reflorcd to their eflates in Eno--
v ' ~ 

'---,~land. The two brothers alfo fiipulated, that, on the de .. 

1o9o. mife of either without iflue, the furvivor ihould inherit 

all his dominions; and twelve of the mofr powerful ba

rons on each fide f wore, that they would employ their 

power to infure the effeCl:ual execution of the whole 

trf'aty d : A firong proof of the great independance and 

authority of the nobles in thofe ages r 
PRINCE Henry, difgufl:ed, that fo little care had been 

taken of his interefls in this accommodation, retired to 

St. : ..1ichael's Mount, a {l:rong fortrefs on the coafi of 

Normandy, and infeficd the neighbourhood with his in

cut fions. Robert and William with their joint forces 

bcfiegcd him in this place, and had nearly reduced him by 
the fcarcity of water; when the elder, hearing of his 

difl:refs, granted him permiffion to fupply himfelf, and 
alfo fcnt him fome pipes of wine for his own table. Be

ing reproved by William for this ill-timed generofity, he 
'rep} ied, Wbat,jhall I Juffir my brother to die of thirjl? Where 

jhail we find another, when he is gone? The king alfo, du

ring this .fiege, performed an aa of generofity, which was 

lefs fuitable to his charaCter. Riding out one day alone, 

to take a furvey of the fortrcfs, he was attacked by two 

foldiers, and difmounted. One of them drew his fword 

in order to difpatch him; when the king exclaimed, Hold 

knave! I am the king of England. The foldier fufpended 

his blow; and raifing the king from the ground, with 

expreffions of refpecr, received a handfome reward, and 

was taken into his fervice. Prince Henry was foon after 

obliged to capitulate; and being defpoiled of all his pa

trimony, wandered about for fome time with very few 
attendants, and often in great poverty • 

. d Chron. Sax. p. 197• W. Maim. p. 121, Hoveden, p. 462.. M. Pa
m, P• I J. Annal. Waver!. p. 137• W. Heming. p. 463. Sim. Dunelm. 
p. 2.16. Brompton, P• 986. 

THi 
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THE continued intelline difcord among the barons was C l-I A P. 

alone in that age deihuetive: The public wars were corn-~ 
monly fhort and feeble, produced little blood!hed, and 109 .• 

were attend2d with no memorable event. To this Nor-
man war, which was fo foon concluded, there fucceedcd 
hofi:ilities with Scotland, which were not of longer dura-
tion. Robert here commanded his brother's army, and 
obliged Malcolm to accept of peace and do homage to 
the crown of England. This peace was not more durable. 
Malcolm, two years after, levying an army, invaded Eng- l093• 

land; and after ravaging Northumberland, he laid fiege 
to Alnwic, where a party of earl Moubray's t10ops fall-
ing upon him by furprize, a lharp action enfued, in which 
Malcolm was fiain. This incident interrupted for fome 
years the regular fucceffion to the Scottifh crown. Though 
Malcolm left legitimate fons, his brother, Donald, on 
account of the youth of thefe princes, was advanced to 
the throne; but kept not long po{feffion of it. Duncan, 
natural fon of Malcolm, formed a confpiracy againfi: him; 
anJ being affilled by William with a fmall force, made 
himfelf mafier of the kingdom. New broils enfued with 
Normandy. The frank, open~ remifs temper of Robert 
was ill-fitted to withfi:and the ihterefi:ed~ rapacious cha-
racter of William, who, fupported by greater power, 
was frill encroaching on his brother's po{feffions, and 
infi:igating his turbulent barons to rebellion againft 
him. The king, having gone over to Normandy to fup• to94 ~ 
port his partizans, ordered an army of twenty thoufand 
men to be levied in England, and to be conducted to the 
fea-coafi:, as if they were infiantly to be embarked. Here 
Ralph Flambard, the king'~ minifier, and the chief in
firument of his extortions, exaCted ten lhillings a piece 
from them, in lieu of their fervice, and then difmi{fed 
them into their feveral counties. This money was fo 
tki1fully employed by William, that it rendered him bet-

U ~ ter 
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c H A P.ter fervice than he could have expeCl:ed from the army. 

~He engaged the French king by new prefents to depart 

Jog4. from the protection of Robert; and he daily bribed the 

Norman barons to defert his fervice : But was prevented 

from puiliing his advantJges by :m incurfwn of the WeHh, 

which obliged him to return to England. He founcl no 

difficulty in repelling the enerr.y; hut was not able to 

make any confiderable imprefficn on a country, guarded 

by its mountainous fituation. A confpiracy of his own 

barons, which was deteCl:ed at this time, appeared a more 

1o95· ferious concern, and engroffed all his attention. Robert 

Moubray, earl of Northumber~and, was at the head of 

this comb.i11ation ; and he engaged in it the count cl'Euy 

Richard de Tun bridge, Roger de Lacey, and many others .. 

'I'he purpofe of the confp-irators was to dethrone the 

king, and to advance in his fl:ead, Stcphen, count of Au

ma!c, nephew to the Conqueror. William's difpatch pre

yented the ddign from taking effect,. and difconcerted 

the confpirato!'s. l\1oubray made fome refifiance; but 

being taken prifoner, was attainted, and thrown into con
finement, where he died about thirty years after. The 

1 0 9
() . count d'Eu denied his concurrence in the plot; and to 

j ufl:ify himfelf, fought, in the prefence of the court at 

'Vindfor, a duel with Geoffrey Bainard, who accufecl 

him. But being wodled in the combat,. he was con

demned to be ca{hate@, ~nd to have his eyes put out~ 

William de Alderi, another confpirator, was fuppofed to 

be treated with. more rigour, when he was fentenced t<> 

The Cru
fades. 

be hanged. 
BuT the noife of thefe petty wars and commotions was 

quite funk in the tumult of the Crufades, which now 
engroffed the attention of Europe, and have ever fince 

engaged the curiofity of mankind, as the mofi: fignal and 

mofi durable monument of hllman folly, that has yet 

appeared in any age or nation. After Mahomet had, by 
mea.us 
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means of his pretended revelations, united the difperfed c H _A P. 

Arabians under one hc:~.d, they iifued forth from their~~ 
<lefarts in great multitudes; and being animated with 1096. 

zeal for their new religion, and fupported by the vigour 
.of their new government, they made deep imprcffion on 
the ea:llern empir~ which was far in the decline, with 
regard both to military difcipline and to civil policy. Je
rufalem, by its fituation 1 became one of their mo:ll early 
c.onque:lls; and the Chri:tians had the mortification to fee 
the holy fepulchre, and the other places, confecrated by the 

prefence of their religiou; founder, fallen into the poffef-
fion of infidels. But the Arabians or Saracens were fo 
employed in military enterprizes, by which they fpread 
their empire, in a few years, from the banks of the 
Ganges, to the Streights of Gibraltar, that they had no 
leifure for theological cmtroverfy : And though the Al-
coran, the original mon1ment of their faith, feems to 

contain fome violent precepts, they were much lefs 

infeB:ed with the fpirit )f bigotry and perfecution than 

the indolent and fpeculati1e Greeks, who were continually 

refining on the feveral a1ticles of their religious fyficm. 

They gave little di:llurbance to thofe zealous pilgrims, 
who daily flocked to Jeruralem ; and they allowed every 
man, after paying a moderate tribute, to vifit the holy 
fepulchre, to perform his religious duties, and to returh 
in peace. But the Turcomans or Turks, a tr:be df 
Tartars, who had embraced Mahometani!:-n, havint: 
wrefl:ed Syria from the Saracens, and havin~ in the ye~} 
J o6 5 made themfelves rnafl:ers of J erufalem, rendered 
the pilgrimage much more difficult and dangerous to the 
Chriftians. The barbarity of their manners, and 6 ./l 
confufions attending their unfettled government, expofcd 
the pilgrims to many infults, robberies, and extortion~; 
and thefe zealots, returning from their meritorious fa-
tigues and fufferings, fillec all Chriftendom \ ith indigua-

U 3 tion 
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C H A P. tion againfi the infidels, who profaned the holy city by 
~their prefence, and de1 ided the facred myftrries in the 

IC-!)6. v~ry place of their cornplct' on. Gregory V I I. among 
the other vafi ideas which he entertained, h<,d formed the 

rlefign of uniting all the \vcftern Chrifiians againfr the 

11ahometans .i but the egregious and violent invafions of 
that pontiff on the civil power of princes, had created him 
fo many eremies, and had rendered pis fchcmcs fo fufpi

cious, that he was not able to rpa~e great progrefs in this 

undertaking. The work was referved for a meaner in
ihument, whofe low condition in life expofed him to no 
jealoufy, anq whofe folly was well calculated to coincide 

with the prevailing principles of the times. 
PETER, commonly called the Hermit, a native of 

fimiens in Picardy, had m4de the pilgrimage to Jerufa
lem. Being deeply affeCled with the dangers, to which 

that aCt of piety now expofed the pilgrims, as well as 

with the in!lances of oppreffion, under which the eafrern 
Chrifrians laboured, he entertained the bold, and in all 
appiarance, impratl:icable projeCt of leading into Afia, 

from the far theft extremities of the Weft, armies fufficient 

to fubdue thofe potent and warlike nations, which now 
pe]d the holy city in fubjeB:ion e. He propofed his 

views to Martin JI. who filled the pap~l chair, and 
who, though fenfible of the advantages, which the 

head of the Chr.frian religion muft reap from a re

ligious war, and though he efreemed the blind zeal 
pf Peter a proper means for effeCting the purpofe r, re

folved not to interpofe his authority, till he faw a greater 

probability of fuccefs. He fummoned a council at Pla

centia, which confifted of four thoufand ecclefiafiics and 
!hirty thoufand feculars; and which was fo nqmerous, 

tP.at np P.itll ~ould contain the multitude, and it was 

~ G ul. Tyrius) lib, i. cap. JJ, M . Paris) p. 17: f Gol. Tyrius, 

Hh1 ~· Pf~ ~~· eceffary. 
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neceffary to hold the affembly in a plain. The harangues C H A P. 
V. 

of the pope, and of Peter himfclf, reprefenting the difmal '-....r--' 
fituation of their brethren in the eafr, and the indignity, 1 ~96. 

fuffered by the Chrifiian name, in allowing the holy city 
to remain in the hands of infidels, here found the minds 

of men fa well prepared, that the whole multitude, fud-

denly and violen~ly, declared for the war, and folemnly 

devoted themfelves to perform this fervice, fo meritorious, 

as they believed it, to God and religion. 

BuT though Italy feemed thus to have zealoufly em

braced the enterprize, Martin knew, that, in order to in
fure fuccefs, it was neceifary to inlifi the greater and more 
warlike nations in the fame engagement; and having 
previoufly exhorted Peter to vifit the chief cities and 
fovereigns of Chrifiendom, he fummoned another council 
at Clermont in Auvergne g. The fame of this great and 

pious defign, being now univerfally diffufed, procured 
the attendance of the greatefl: prelates, nobles, and 
princes; and when the pope and the hermit renewed 
their pathetic exhortations, the whole affembly, as if 
impelled by an immediate infpiration, not moved by 

their preceding impreffions, exclaimed with one voice, 

It is the will of God, It is tbe will of God: Words deemed 

fo memorable, and fo much the refult of a divine influ

ence, that they were employed as the fignal of rendezvous 
:tnd battle in all the future exploits of thofe adventurers h,. 

l'v1en of all ranks flew to arms with the utmofr ardour; . 

and an exterior fymbol too, a circumfrance of chief 
moment, was here chofen by the devoted combatants.· 
The fign of the crofs, which had been hitherto fo much· 
revered among Chrifi:ians, and which, the more it vaS: 

an object of reproach among the pagan world, w as the 

more pa.ffionately cheri!hed by them, became the badge 

g Concil. tom. x. Concil. Clarom. Matth, Paris, p. 16. l\1, Weft, p. ZJ3• 
b Hiftoria Bell, Sa.cri, tom. i. Mufori Ita!, · 

U4 of 
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C H A P. of union, and was affixed to their right fhoulder, by all 
V . 

.___.~who enlified themfelves in this fac;red warfare i, 
Iog6. E u RO PE was at th is time funk into profvund ignorance 

and fu perfiition : 1.' he ecclefiafiics had acquired the 

greatcfi. afcendant over the human mind : The people, 
w ho, being little rdl:rained by honour, and lefs by law, 

abandoned themfclves to the worfi crimes and diforders, 

k new of no other expiation than the obfervances impofed 

on them by their fpiritual pafiors: And it was eafy to 

reprefent the holy war as an equivalent for all pennances k, 
and an atonement for every violation of juftice and hu

manity. But amidfi: the abject fuperfiition, which now 

prevailed, the military fpirit alfo had univerfally diffufed 

itfelf; and though not fupported by art or difc ipline, 

was become the general pafiion of the nations, governed 

by the feudal law. All the great lor~s poffeffed the right 
of peace and war : They were engaged in perpetual 

hofiilitics with each other: The open country was be
come a fcene of outrage and diforder: The cities, ftill 
mean and poor, were neither guarded by walls, nor pro .. 
tectcd by privileges, and were expofed to every infult: 
lndivid\.lals were obliged to depend for fafety on their 
own force, or their private alliances: And valour was 
the only excellence, which was held in efieem, or gave 

one man the pre-eminence above another. When all the 
particular fuperfiitions, therefore, were here united in 
one great object, the ardour for military enterprizes took 

the farpe direC!ion; and Europe, impelled by its two 

ruling paffiom, was loofened, as it were, from its founda

tions, and feemed to precipitate itfelf in one upited body 

ppon the e4fi-. 
ALL orders of men, deeming the crufades the only 

road ~0 heaven, enliR:ed themfelves -qnder the[e facred 

i Hill-. Bell. s,.cri, tom.t. Muf. lfal. Order! Vital. p. 7'1.1• k Order, 

·v;t!'l· P1 720~ 
hanners, 
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banners, and were impatient to open the way with their C H A P. 
V 

fword to the holy city. Nobles, artizans, peafants, ~ 
even priefrs 1 inrolled their names ; and to decline this 1096~ 
meritorious fervice was branded with the reproach of 
impiety, or what perhaps was efl:eemed fl:ill more dif-
graceful, of cowardice and pufillanimity m. The infirm 
and aged contributed to the expedition by prefents and 
money; and many of them, not fatisfied with the merit 
of this atonement, attended it in perfon, and were deter-
mined, if poffible, to breathe their lafr, in fight of that 
city where their Saviour had died for them. \V omen 
themfelves, concealing their fex under the difguife of 
armour, attended the camp; and commonly forgot fl:ill 
more the duty of their fex, by profrituting themfelvcs, 
without referve, to the army n. The greatefl: criminals 
were forward in a fervice, which they regarded as a pro.. 
pitiation for all crimes ; and the mofl: enormous diforders 
were, during the courfe of thofe expeditions, committed 
by men, enured to wickednefs, encouraged by example, 
and impelled by neceffity. The multitude of the adven-
turers foon became fo great, that their more fagacious 
leaders, Hugh count of Vermandois, brother to the 
French king, Raymond couht of Touloufe, Godfrey of 
Bouillon, prince of Brabant, and Stephen count of 
Blois o, became apprehenfive left the greatnefs itfelf of 
the armament fhould difappoint its purpofe; and they 
permitted an undifciplined multitude, computed at 
300,000 men, to go before them, under the command of 
}>eter the Hermit, and Waiter the Money1efs P, Thefe 
men took the road towards Conftantinople through Hun-
~ary and Bulgaria; and trufring, that Heaven, by fuper ... 
natural afiiftance, wpuld fupp1y all their neceffities, th~y 

1 Order, Vital. p. 71.0. Jn W, Maim, p. 133· n Vertot 
Hift. de Chev. de Malte, vol. i. p, 4~• Q Sim. Dunelm. p. :nz. 

P Mlltth, Paris, p, 17, 

made 
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C H A P. made no provifion for fubfifi:ence on their march. They 
~~ foon found themfelves obliged to obtain by plunder what 

'Jcg'i. they had vainly expected from miracles; and the enraged 
inhabitants of the countries through which they paffcd, 
gathering together in arms, attacked the diforderly multi
tude, and put them to £laughter without refifiance. The 
more difciplined armies followed after; and paffing the 
fheights at Confiantinople, they were mufiered in the 
plains of Afia, and amounted in the whole to the number 
of 70o,ooo combatants q. 

AMIDST this univerfal frenzy, which fpread itfelf by 
contagion throughout Europe, efpecially in France and 
Germany, men were not entire! y forgetful of their pre
knt interefi:s; and both thofe who went on this expedi
tion, and thofc who frayed behind, entertained fchemes · 
of gratifying, by its means, their avarice or their ambi
tion. The nobles who enlifted themfelves were moved, 
from the romantic fpirit of the age, to hope for opulent 
efiabliiliments in the eafr, the chief feat of arts and 
commerce during thofe ages ; and in purfuit of thefe 
chimerical projeCts, they fold at the lowefr price their 
ancient cafiles and inheritances, which had now lo!l: all 
value in their eyes. The greater princes, who remained 
at home, befidcs efiablifhing peace in their dominions by 
giving occupation abroad to the inquietude and martial 
difpofition of their fubjeCls, took the opportunity of an
nexing to their crown many confiderable fiefs, either by 
purchafe or by the extinction qf heirs. The pope freT 
qucntly turned the zeal of the crufaders from the infidels 
a0·ainft his own enemies, whom he reprefented as equally 
criminal with the enemies of Chrifr. The convents 
and other religious focieties bought the poffeffions of the 
~dventurers ; and as the contributions of the faithful 
were commonly entrufied to their managemefit, they 

<J Matth. Paris, p. zo, 21-. 

often 



W I L L I A M R U F U S. 299 

ften diverted to this purpofe what was intended to be C H A P. v. 
employed againft: the infidels r. But no one was a more ~,..--.J 
immediate gainer by this epid.emic fury than the king of 1e9G 

England, who kept aloof from all conncCl:ions with thofe 
fanatical and romantic warriors. 

RoBERT, duke of Normandy, impelled by the bravery Acquifitio!l 

and mift:akcn generofity of his fpirit, had early enlifted :a~:;: 
himfelf in the crufade; but being always unprovided 
with money, he found, that it would be impraCticable 
for him to appear in a manner fuitable to his rank and 
ftation, at the head of his numerous vaffals and fubjeCl:s~ 
who, tranfported with the general rage, were determined 
to follow him into Afla. He refolved, therefore, to 
mortgage or rather to fell his dominions, which he had 
not talents to govern ; and he offered them to his brother 
William, for the very unequal fum of ten thoufanJ 
marks'. The bargain was foon concluded : The kin~ 
raifed the money by violent extortions on his fubjetl:s of 
all ranks, even on the convents, who were obliged to 
melt their plate in order to furnilh the quota demanded 
of them r : He was put in poffeffion of N onnandy and 
Maine; and Robert, providing himfelf with a magni-
:ficent train, fet out for the Holy Land, in purfuit of 
glory, and in full confidence 'of fecuring his eternal 
i..tlvation. 

'I'HE fmallnefs of this fum, with the difficulties which 
\Villiam found in raifing it, fuffices alone to ref ... te the 
account which is. heed1efs1y adopted by hifrorians, of the 
enormous revenue of the conqueror. Is it credible, that 
Robert would confign to the rapacious hands of his 

r Padr,e Paolo Hilt delle benef. ecclefla!l. p. u.S. s W. Maim. 
f· 1;3. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 24. Annal. WaverJ. p. 139• W. He
rning. p. 467, Flor. Wig. p. 648, Sim. Dunelm. p. 2.2.2.. Knyghton, 
L>· ~364. t Eadmer, P• lS· W. Malm. p. IZ3• W. Heming • 
.r · 467· ~ 

~rothf;f 
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c H A P. brother fuch confiderable dominions, for a fum, which, 
V. 

'---v--' according to that account, made not a week's income of 
1096. his father's Englilh revenue alone? Or that the king of 

England could not on demand, without oppreffing his fub
jetls, have been able to pay him the money? The con .. 
qneror, it is agreed, was frugal as well as rapacious; 
yet his treafure, at his death, exceeded not 6o,ooo 

pounds, which hardly amounted to his income for 

two months: Another certain refutation of that exag

gerated account. 
'rHE fury of the crufades, during this age, lefs infect

ed England than the neighbouring kingdoms; probably 

becaufe the Norman conquerors, finding their fettle

ment in that kingdom frill fomewhat precarious, dudt 

not abandon their homes, in quefr of difrant adventures. 
The felfi{h interefied fpirit alfo of the king, which 
kept him from kindling in the general flame, checked 

its progrefs among his fubjeCl:s; and as he is accufed 
of open profanenefs u, and was endued with a lharp 

wit w, it is likely that he made the romantic chivalry: 

of the crufaders the object of his perpetual raillery. As 

an infrance of his irreligion, we are told, that he once 
accepted of fixty marks from a Jew, whofe fon had been 
converted to Chrifrianity, and who engaged him by that 

prefent to affifr him in bringing back the youth to J u

daifm. William employed both menaces and perfuafion 
for that purpofe; but finding the convert obfrinate in 
his new faith, he fent for the father, and told him, that 

as he had not fucceeded, it was not jufr that he lhould 

keep the prefent; but as he had done his utmofr, it was 
but equitable that he £hould be paid for his pains; and 
he would therefore retain only thirty marks of the 
money x. At another time, it is faid, he fent for fome 

u G. Newbr. p. 358. W. Gemet. P• '92• 

~ Eadmer, P• 47• 

\f W, Maim. p. IU~ 

learned 
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learned Chriftian theologians and fome rabbies, and bade C H A P .. 

them fairly difpute the queftion of their religion in his~ 
prefence: He was perfeCtly indifferent between them ; JC96-
had his ears open to reafon and convitl:ion; and would 
embrace that doCtrine, which upon comparifon fhould be 
found fupported by the mofl: folid arguments r. If this 
fiory be true, it is probable that he meant only to amufe 
himfelf by turning both into ridicule: But we mufl: be 
cautious of admitting every thing related by the monkilh 
hifrorians to the difadvantage of this prince : He had the 
misfortune to be engaged in quarrels with the ccclefiafiics, 
particularly with Anfelm, commonly called St. Anfelm, 
archbifhop of Canterbury; and it is no wonder his me-
mory lhould be blackened by the hifiorians of that order. 

AFTER the death of Lanfranc, the king, for feverai ~and 
w1th Anyears, retained in his own hands the revenues of Canter- ft!~m, the 

bury, as he did thofe of many other vacant bilhoprics: pnmat~. 
but falling into a dangerous ficknefs, he was feized with 
remorfe, and the clergy reprefented to him, that he was 
in danger of eternal perdition, if before his death he did 
not make atonement for thofe multiplied impieties and 
facrileges, of which he had been guilty z. He refolvcd 
therefore to fupply infhntly the vacancy of Canterbury; 
and for that purpofe he fent for Anfelm, a Piedmontefe 
by birth, abbot of Bee in Normandy, who was much 
celebrated for his learning and piety. The abbot carneft-
ly refufed the dignity, fell on his knees, wept, and en-
treated the king to change his purpofe a ; and when he 
found the prince obftinate in forcing the pafioral ftaff 
l.lpon him, he kept his fift fo faft clenched, that it requir-
ed the utmoft violence of the byil:anders to open it, and 
force him to receive that enfign of fpiritual dignity b. 

William foon after recovered; and his paffions regaining 

Y W, Maim. p. 1:13. z Eadmer, p. 16, Chron. Sax. p. 198. 
a Eadater, p. 17. Diceto1 P• 494• b Eadmer, p. 18. 

their 
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C H A P. their wonted vigour, he returned to his former vio:e nc~· 
~and rapine. He detained in pri fo n feveral perfons vohom 

1og6. he had ordered to be freed during the time of his 
penitence; he {till preyed upon the ecclefiafiical bene
fices; the fale of fpi ritual di gmties continued as open 

as ever; and he kept poffeffion of a confiderable part of 
the revenues belonging to the fee of Canterbury'· But 
he found in Anfclm that perfcvering oppofition, vrhich 
he had reafon to expeCt from the ofi:entatious hurr.ility, 

which that prelate had difp!ayed in refufing his pro

motion. 
THE oppofition, made by Anfelm, was the mote dan

gerous on account of the charaCter of piety, which he foon 

acquired in England, by his great zeal againfr all abufes, 

particularly thofe in drefs and ornament. There vas a 
mode, which, in that age, prevailed throughout Europe, 

both among men and women, to give an enormous length 

to their fhoes, to draw the toe to a !harp point, a1d to 

affix to it the figure of a bird's bill, or fome fuch orna

ment, which was turned upwards, and which was often 

fufiained by gold or filver chains tied to the knee d. The 

ecclefiafiics took exception at this ornament, which, they 

faid, was an attempt to bely the Scripture, where it is 

affirmed, that no man can add a cubit to his fl:ature; and 
they declaimed againft it with great vehemence, nay 
affcmbled fome fynods, who abfolutely condemn~d it. 
But, fuch are the ftrange contradiCtions in human mture! 

though the clergy, at that time, could overturn thrones, 

and had authority fufficient to fend above a millmn of 

men on their errand to the defarts of Afia, they could 

never prevail againft thefe long-pointed fhoes : On the 

contrary, that caprice, contrary to all other modes, main

tained its ground during feveral centuries; and if the 
clergy had not at laft defified from their perfecution of 

c Eadmer, p. 19. 43• Chron. Sax. p. 199• 6l Orde·. Vital, 

p. 68z. W. Malmef. F• nz. K.nnhton, P• 2.369• 
it, 
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it, it might frill have been the prevailing fall1ion in C Hv ~ P. 
Europe. '----..r---1 , 

BuT Anfelm was more fortunate in decrying the par- 1<- 6~ 
ticular mode, which was the object of his averfion, and 
which probably had not taken fuch fafl: hold of the affec-
tions of the people. He preached zealoufly againfi: the 
long hair and curled locks, which were then falhionable 
among the courtiers; he refufed the alhes on Aih-Wed-
nefday to thofe who were fo accoutered; and his autho-
rity and eloquence had fuch influence, that the young 
men univerfally abandoned that ornament, and appeared 
in the cropt hair, which was recommended to them by 
the fermons of the primate. The noted hifiorian of An-
fclm, who was alfo his companion and fccretary, cele-
brates highly this effort of his zeal and piety e. 

WHEN William's profanenefs therefore returned to 
him with his health, he was foon engaged in controverfies 
with this aufiere prelate. There was at that time a fchifm 
in the church, between Urban and Clement, who both 
pretended to the papacy f ; and Anfelm, who, as abbot of 
Bee, had already acknowledged the former, was deter
mind, without the king's confent, to introduce his au
thority into England g. William, who, imitating his 
father's example, had prohibited his fubjetl:s from recog
nizing any pope, whom he had not previoufly received, 
was enraged at this attempt; and fummoned a fynod at 
Rockingham, with an intention of depo.fing Anfelm: But 
the prelate's fuffi·agans declared, that, without the papal 
authority, they knew of no expedient for inflicting that 
punifhment on their primate h. The king was at lafl: en
gaged by other motives to give the preference to Urban's 
title; Anfelm received the pall from that pontiff; and 
matters fcemed to be accommodated between the king and 

e Ea:lme,., p. 23 . f Hoveden, p. 463. g Eadmer, p. 25, 
M. Paris, p. 13. Dic.eto, p. 494· Spelm. ConcJ l'ol. ii. P• 161 

.b .Eaamer, p. 30. 
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C H A P. the primate i' when the quarrel broke out afrefh from a 

~new caufe. William had undertaken an expedition againft 

1o96. Wales, and required the archbifhop to furnilh his quota 

of foldiers for that fervice; but Anfelm, who regarded 

the demand as an oppreffion on the church, and yet durft 

not refufe compliance, fent them fo miferably accoutered, 

that the king was extremely difpleafed, and threatened 

him with a profecution k. Anfelm, on the other hand, 

demanded pofitively that a1l the revenues of his fee 

1hould be reftored to him; appealed to Rome againft the 

king's injuftice 1 ; and affairs came to fuch extremities, 

that the primate, finding it dangerous to remain in the 

kingdom, defired and obtained the king's permiffion to 

retire beyond [ea. All his temporalities were feized m; 

but he was received with great refpeCl: by Urban, who 

confidered him as a martyr in the caufe of religion, and 

even menaced the king, on account of his proceedings 

againil: the primate and the church, with the fentence of 

excommunication. Anfelm affified at the council of Bari, 

where, befides fixing the controverfy between the Greek 

and Latin churc!hes, concerning the proceffion of the Holy 

Gho£1: n, the right of eleCl:ion to church preferments was 

declared to belong to the clergy alone, and fpiritual cen

fures were denounced againft all ecclefiaftics, who did 

homage to laymen for their fees or benefices, and againft 

all laymen who exacted it 0
• The rite of homage, by 

the feudal cufi:oms, was, that the vaffal fhould throw 

himfelf on his knees, fhould put his joined hands between 

thofe of his fuperior, and fhould in that pofture [wear 

fealty to him P. But the council declared it execrable, 

that pure hands, which could create God, and could 

offer him up as a facrifice for the fal vation of mankind, 

i Diceto, p. 4951 k Eadmer, P· 37· 43• I Ibid. P• 40. 

m M. Paris, p. 13. Parker, p. 178. n Eadmer, p. 49· M. Paris, 

p. 13. Sim. Dun. p. sz4. o M. Paris, p. '4• 

P Spellma.n, D11 Cange, in verb. Hominium, 4 
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fhould be put, after this humiliating manner, between C H A P.· 

profane hands, which, befides being inured to rapine and~ 
bloodlhed, were employed day and night in impure pur- 1096. · 

pofes and obfcene contaCts q. Such were the reafonings 

prevalent in that age; reafonings, which, though they 
cannot be paffed over in filence, without omitting the 
moft curious and, perhaps, not the leafl: infl:ruCl:ive part 

of hiftory, can fcarcely be delivered with the rcquifite 

decency and gravity. 

THE ceffion of Normandy and Maine by duke Robert 1097· 

encreafed the king's territories ; but brought him no 
great encreafe of power, becaufe of the unfettlcd frate of 

thofe countries, the mutinous difpofition of the barons, 
and the vicinity of the French king, who fupported them 

in all their infurreCl:ions. Even Helie, lord of la Fleche, 

a fmall town in Anjou, was a?le to give him inquietude; 
and this great monarch was obliged to make feveral ex
peditions abroad, without being able to prevail over fo 
petty a baron, v.rho had acquired the confidence and af
fections of the inhabitants of Maine. He was, however, 
fo fortunate, as at laft to take him prifoner in a ren

counter; but having releafed him, at the interceffion of 

the French king and the count of Anjou, he found the 

province of Maine frill expofed to his intrigues and in
curfions. Helie, being introduced by the citizens into 
the town of Mans, befieged the garrifon in the citadel : 

William, who was hunting in the new foreft, when he 1c95• 

received intelligence _of this hoftile attempt, was fo 
provoked, that he immediately turned his horfe, and 
galloped to the fea-ihore at Dartmouth ; declaring, that 
he would not ftop a moment till he had taken vengeance 

for the offence. He found the weather fo cloudy and 

tempeftuous, that the mariners thought it dangerous 

q W. Heming, p. 46j. Flor. Wigorn. p. 649· Sim. Dunelm. p~ U4r 

Brompton, p. 9!H• 
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c H. A P to put to fea: But the king hurried on board, and or• 
~ dered them to fet fail infrant!y; telling them that they 

1°99· never yet heard of a king that was drowned r. By this 
vigour and celerity, he delivered the citadel of Mans from 
its prefent danger; and purfuing Helie into his own ter
ritories, he laid fiege to Majol, a fmall cafrle in thofe 

uco. parts : But a wound, which he received before this 
place, obliged him to raife the fiege; and he returned 
to England. 

'rHE weaknefs of the greatefr monarchs, during this 
age, in their military expeditions againfr their nearefr 
neighbours, appears the more furprifing, when we con
fider the prodigious numbers, which even petty princes, 
feconding the enthufiafric rage of the people, were able 
to affemble, and to conduct in dangerous enterprizes to 
the remote provinces of Afia. William, earl of Poitiers 
and duke of Guienne, enflamed with the glory, and not 
difcouraged by the misfortunes, which had attended the 
former adventurers in the crufades, had put himfelf at the 
head of an immenfe multitude, computed by fome hifl:o
rians to amount to 6o,ooo horfe, and a much greater 
number of foot s, and he purpofed to lead them into the 
Holy Land againfi the infiJels. He wanted money to 
forward the preparations req uifite for this expedition, and 
he offereJ to mortgage all his dominions to William, 
without entertaining any fcruple on account of that rapa
cious and iniquitous hand, to which he refolved to con
fign them r. The king accepted the offer; and had pre .. 
pared a fleet, and an army, in order to efcort the money, 
~nd take pofTeffion of the rich provinces of Guienne and 

2.d Auguft. Poitl:ou; when an accident put an end to his life, and 
to all his ambitious projects. He was engaged in hunt-

r W. Malm. P• IZ4· H. Hunt. p. 378, 
Neuft. P• 44'!• s W; ~ . alm. p. 149• 
\ ital. p. 7891 to amount to .)oo,oo.1 men. 

M. Paris, p. 36. Ypod. 
The whole is faid by Order. 

t W, Malmef, p. 127. 
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ing, the foie amufernent, and indeed the chief occupation C H A P. 

of princes in thofe rude times, when fociety was little~ 
cultivated, and the arts afforded few objects worthy of 11co. 

attention. Waiter Tyrrel, a French gentleman, remark-

able for his addrefs in archery, attended him in this recre .. 
ation, of which the new ford! was the fcene; and as Wil-

liam had difmounted after a chace, Tyrrel, impatient to 

fhow his dexterity, let fly an arrow at a :fiag, which fud-

denly fl:arted before him. 'The arrow, glancing from a 
tree, firuck the king in the brea:lt, and infiantly flew him u; Death 

while Tyrrel, without informing any one of the accident, 
put fpurs to his horfe, hafiened to the fea-fhore, embarked 

for France, and joined the crufade in an expedition to 
Jerufalem; a pennance which he impofed on bim(elf for 

this involuntary crime. The body of William was found 

in the forefl: by the country-people, and was buried with-
out any pomp or ceremony at Winchefrer. His cour-

tiers were negligent in performing the lafl: duties to a 

mafl:er who was fo little beloved ; and every one was too 

much occupied in the interefl:ing object of fixing his fuc-
ceifor, to attend the funerals of a dead fovereign. 

THE memory of this monarch is tranfmitted to us with and charac-
. ter 0fWil-

l1ttle advantage by the churchmen, whom he had offend-liam.Rutus. 
ed; and though we may fufpect in general, that their 
account of his vices is fomewhat exaggerated, his conduct 

affords little reafon for contraditl:ing th~ charatl:er which 

they have affigned him, or for attributing to him any very 

efl:imable qualities. He feems to have been a violent and 
tyrannical prince; a perfidious, encroaching, and dan-

gerous neighbour; an unkind and ungenerous relation. 

He was equally prodigal and rapacious in the manage-
ment of his treafury; and if he po!fdfed abilitics, ,he lay 

fo much under the government of impetuous paffions, 

that he made little ufe of them in his adminifhation; and 

u W. !vL1lm. p. 12.6. H. Hunt. p. 378. M. Paris1 p. 37• Pctr, Blef. 
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c H A P. he indulged, without referve, that domineering policy~ 
~which fuited his temper, and which, if fupported, as it 

IIoo. was in him, with courage and vigour, proves often more 
fuccefsful in diforderly times, than the deepefr forefight 
and mofr refined artifice. 

'rHE monuments which remained of this prince in 
England are the 1'ower, Wefrminfrer-hall, and London~ 
bridge, which he built. The mofr laudable foreign en
terprize which he undertook, was the fending of Edgar 
Atheling, three years before his death, into Scotland with 
a fmall army, to refl:ore prince Edgar the true heir of that 
kingdom, fon of !Vfalcolm, and of Margaret, fifl:er of 
Edgar Atheling; and the enterprize proved fuccefsful. 
It was remarked in that age, that Richard, an elder bro
ther of William's, perifued by an accident in the new 
forefr; Richard, his nephew, natural fon of duke Robert, 
lofr his life in the fame place, after the fame manner: And 
all men, upon the king's fate, exclaimed, that, as the 
Conqueror had been guilty of extreme violence, in expel
ling all the inhabitants of that large difl:ritl:, to make 
room for his game, the j ufr vengeance of heaven was fig
nalized, in the fame place, by the .£laughter of his pofl:e
rity. vVilliam was killed in the thirteenth year of his 
reign, and about the fortieth of his age. As he was never 
married, he left no legitimate iffue. 

IN the eleventh year of this reign·, Magnus king of 
Norway made a defcent on the ifle of Anglefea ; but was 
rcpulfed by Hugh, earl of Shrew!bury. This is the laft 
attempt made by the northern nations upon England. 
'I'hat refrlefs people feem about this time to have learned 
the praCl:ice of tillage, which thenceforth kept them at 
home, and freed the other nations of Europe from the 
devaff:ati0ns fprend over them by thofe pyratical invaders. 
'I'his proved one great caufe of the fubfequent fettlement 
and improvement of the fouthern nations. 

CHAP. 
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HENRY I. 

Cf'he Crufades-Accej}ion of Henry--Marriage of 
the king--InvCT.jion by duke Robert--Accom
modatio;z with Robert--dttack of Normandy-
Conquefl of Normandy--Continuation of the quar
rel with Anfllm, the primate--Compromife. with 
him--fVars abroad--Death of prince lFilliam 
-King's f econd marriage--Death--and 
charafter of llenry. 

A FTER the adv·enturers in the holy war were a!fem- C H A P. 

B fi 
vr. 

bled on the banks of the ofphorus, oppo 1te to~ 

Confiantinople, they proceeded on their enterprize; but 1 roo. 

· d' l ' d h r. d'ffi I · h' 1 h · The cru· 1mme tatc y expenence t 01e 1 cu tres, w IC 1 t err fades. 

zeal had hitherto concealed from them, and for which, 

even if they had forefeen them, it would have been almoft 

impoffible to provide a remedy. The Greek emperor, 

Alexis Comnenus, who had applied to the wdl:ern Chrif-
tians for fuccour ag,ainfr the Turks, entertained hopes, 

and thofe but feeble ones, of obtaining fuch a moderate 

fupp1y, as, acting under his command, might enable 
him to repulfe the enemy: But he was extremely afio-

nilhed to fee his dominions overwhelmed, on a fudden, 
by fuch an inundation of licentious barbarians, who, 

though they pretended friendlhip) defpifed his fubjects as 

unwarlike, and deteficd them as heretical. By all the 

arts of policy, in which he excelled, he endeavoured to 
divert the torrent; but while he employed profei1ions, 

care!fes, civilities, and feeming fervices towards the Jead-

ers of the crufade, he fecrctly regarded thofe imperious 

X 3 allies, 
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C H A P. allies as more dangerous than the open enemies, by 

~whom his empire had been formerly invaded. Having ef-
Jloo. feB:ed that difficult point of difembarking them fafely in 

Afia, he entered into a private correfpondence with Soli

man, emperor of the Turks; and practifed every infidious 

art, which his genius, his power, or his fituation enabled 

him to employ, for difappointing the enterprize, and 

difcouraging the Latips from making thenceforward any 

fuch prodigious migrations. His dangerous policy was 

feconded by the diforders, infeparable from [o vafl: a mul

titude, who were not united under one head, and were 

conduCted by leaders of the mofr independant, intractable 

fpirit, unacquainted with military difcipline, and deter

mined enemies to civil authority and fubmiffion. The 

fcarcity of provifions, the excelfes of fatigue, the influence 

of unknown climates, joined to the want of concert in 

their operations, and to the fword of a warlike enemy, 

defrroyed the adventurers by thoufands, and would have 

abated the ardour of men, impelled to war by lcfs power

ful motives. Their zeal, however, their bravery, and 

their irrefifl:ible force frill carried them forward, and con

tinua1ly advanced them to the great end of their enter

prize. After an obfiinate ficge, they took Nice, the feat 

of the Turki!h empire; they defeated Soliman in two 

great battles ; they made themfel ves mafrers of Antioch ; 

and entire! y broke the force of the Turks, who had fo 

long retained thofe countries in fubjetl:ion. The foldan 

of Egypt, whole alliance they had hitherto courted, re· 

covered, on the fall of the T urkiih power, his former au

thority in JeruCalem; and he informed them by his ambaf

fadors, that, if they came difarmed to that city, they 

might now perform their religious vows, and that all 

Chrifl:ian pilgrims, who ihould thenc,eforth vifit the holy 

fepvlchre, might .expect the fame good treatment, which 

they had ever received from his predec.elfors. The offer 

V\'JS 
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was rejeCl:ed; the foldan was required to yield up the cicy c H A P. 

to the Chriftians; and on his refufal, the champions of~ 
the crofs advanced to the fiege of Jerufa1em, which they uco. 

regarded as the confummation of their labours. By the 
detachments which they had made, and the difafters 

which they had undergone, they were diminiilied to the 

number of twenty thoufand foot and fifteen hundred horfe; 

but thefe were frill formidable, from their valour, their 

experience, and the obedience, which, from paft cala-
mities, they had learned to pay to their leaders. After a 

fiege of five weeks, they took Jerufalem by affault; and, 

impelled by a mixture of military and religious rage, 
they put the numerous garrifon and inhabitants to the 
fword without diftinetion. Neither arms defended the 
valiant, nor fubmiffion the timorous: No age or fex was 

fpared : Infants on the brcaft were pierced by the fame 

blow with their mothers, who implored for mercy: Even 
a multitude, to the number of ten thoufand perfons, who 

had furrendered themfelves prifoners, and were promifed 

quarter, were butchered in cool blood by thofe ferocious 
conquerors w. The ftreets of Jerufalem were covered 
with dead bodies x ; and the triumphant warriors, after 

every enemy was fubdued and flaughtered, immediately 

turned themfelves, with the fentiments of humiliation 

and contrition, towards the holy fepulchre. They threw 

afide their arms, frill ftreaming with blood: They advanc-

ed with reclined bodies, and naked feet and heads to that 

facred monument: They fung anthems to their Saviour, 

who had there purchafed their fal \'ation by his death and 
agony: And their devotion, enlivened by the prefence of 

the place where he had fuffered, fo overcame their fury, 
that they diffolved in tears, and bore the appearance of 

every foft and tender fentiment. So inconfifi:ent is hu-

w Vertot, vol. i. p. 57• x M. faris, p. 34• Order. Vit ~ J. 

P• 7 56, Diceto, p. 498. 
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C H A P. man nature with itfelf! And fo eafily does the mofi eff'evr 
~ minate fuperftition ally, both with the mofi: heroic cou-

ucc. rage, and with the fierceft barbarity ! 

THIS great event happened on the fifth of July in the 
]aft year of the eleventh century. The Chrifrian princes 
and nobles, after chufing Godfrey of Boliillion king of 
Jerufalem, began to fett1e thcmfelves in their new con .. 
quefrs; while fome of them returned to Europe, in order 

to enjoy- at home that glory, which their valour had ac
quired them in this popular and meritorious cnterprize. 
Among thefe, was Robert, duke of Normandy, who, as 
lie had relinqui{hed the grcateft dominions of any prince 

that attended the crufadc, had all along difringuiihed him
felf by the mofr intrepid courage, as well as by that affable 
clifpofition and unbounded gcnerofity, which gain the 
hearts of foldiers, and qualify a prince to iliine in a mili
tary ~ife. In palling through Italy, he became acquainted 
with Sibylla, daughter of the count of Converfana, a 
young lady of great beauty and merit, whom he efpoufed: 
Indulging himfelf in this new paffion, as well as fond of 
enjoying eafe and pleafurc, after the fatigues of fo many 
rough campaigns, he lingered a twel vemonth in that de
licious climate; and though his friends in the north 
looked every moment for his arrival, none of them knew 
when they could with certainty expect it. By this delay, 
he lofr the kingdom of England, which the great fame he 
had acquired during the crufades, as well as his undoubt
ed title, both by birth, and by the preceding agreement 
with his deceafcd brother, would, had he been prefent, 
have infallibly fecured to him. · 

Arreffion of PRINCE Henry was hunting with Rufus in the new 
Henry. forcfr, when intelligence of that monarch's death was 

brought him; and being fenfible of the advantage attend-
ing the conjuncture, he hurried to Winchefrer, in order 
to fecure the royal treafure, which he knew to b~ a necef-

fary 
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fary implement for facilitating his defigns on the crown. c H A P. 

He had fcarcely reached the place when William de Brc-~ 
teuiJ, keeper of the treafure, arrived, and oppofed him- u oo. 

felf to Henry's pretenfions. This nobleman, who had 
been engaged in the fame party of hunting, had no fooner 
heard of his mafl:er's death, than he hafl:ened to take care 
of his charge; and he told the prince, that this treafure, 
as well as the crown, belonged to his elder brethcr, who 
was now his fovereign; and that he himfelf, for his part, 
was determined, in fpite of all other pretenfions, to main-
tain his allegiance to him. But Henry, drawing his 
fword, threatened him with infl:ant death, if he dared to 
difobey him; and as others of the late king's retinue, who 
came every moment to Winchefl:er, joined the prince's 
party, Breteuil was obliged to withdraw his oppofition, 
and to acquiefce in this violence Y. 

HENRY, without lofing a moment, hafl:ened with the 
money to London; and having affembled fome noble
men and prelates, whom his addrefs, or abilities, or pre
fents, gained to his fide, he was fuddenly elected, or 
rather faluted king; and immediately proceeded to the 
exercife of royal authority. In lefs than three days 
after his brother's death, the ceremony of his corona
tion was performed by Maurice, biihop of London, who 
was perfuaded to officiate on that occafion z; and thus, 
by his courage and celerity, he intruded himfelf into the 
vacant throne. No one had fufficient fpirit or fenfe of 
duty to appear in defence of the abfent prince : All men 
were feduced or intimidated : Prefent poffeffion fupplied 
the apparent defeCl:s in Henry's title, which was in
deed founded on plain ufurpation: And the barons, as 
well as the people, acquiefced in a claim, which, though 
it could neither be j uftified nor comprehended, could now, 

Y Order. Vital. p. 78:z. z Chron. Sax. p. 2o8. Order. Vital. 
P· 783. 

they 
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e H A P. they found, be oppofed through the perils alone of civil 
VI. 11. '---v--'war and rebe wn. 
uoo. BuT as Henry forefaw, that a crown, ufurped againfl: 

all rules of jufiice, would fit unfready on his head, he 
refolved, by fair profeffions at ledt, to gain the affeB:ions 
of all his fubjeas. Befides taking the ufual coronation-oath 
to maintain the laws and execute jufrice, he pafied a char
ter, which was calculated to remedy many of the grievous 
oppreffions, which had been complained of during the 
reigns of his father and brother a. He there promifed, that, 
at the death of any bilhop or abbot, he never would feize 
the revenues of the fee or abbey during the vacancy, but 
would leave the whole to be reaped by the fucceffor; and 
that he would never let to farm any ecclefiafl:ical benefice, 

110r clifpofe of it for money. After this conceffion to the 
church, whofe favour was of fo great importance, he 
proceeded to enumerate the civil grievances, which he 
purpofed to redrefs. He promifcd, that, upon the death 

of any earl, baron, or military tenant, his heir fhould 
be admitted to the pofieffion of his efl:ate, on paying a juft 

and lawful relief; without being expofed to fuch violent 
exaCtions as had been ufual during the late reigns : He 

remitted the wardfhip of minors, and allowed guardians 

to be appointed, who fhould be anfwerable for the truft: 
He promifed not to difpofe of any heirefs in marriage, but 

by the advice of all the barons; and if any baron in

tended to give his daughter, fifter, niece, or kinfwoman, 

in marriage, it fhould only be neceffary for him to con

fult the king, who promifed to take no money for his 
confent, nor ever to refufe permiffion, un!efs the perfon, 
to whom it was purpofed to marry her, fhould happen to 

be his enemy : He granted his barons and military te ... 

a Chrou. Sa~. p. zoS. Sim. Dunelm. p. ~'-S• 

nants 
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nants the power of bequeathing by will their money or c H A P. 

perfonal ef~ates; and if they negletl:ed to make a will, he~ 
promifed, that their heirs lhould fucceed to them : He 1 zeo.. 
renounced the right of impofing moneyage, and of levy-
ing taxes at pleafure on the farms, which the barons re-
tained in their own hands b : He made fome general pro-
feffions of moderating fines ; he offered a pardon for all 
offences; and he remitted all debts due to the crown: 
He required, that the vaffals of the barons lhould enjoy 
the fame privileges, which he granted to his own barons; 
and he promifed a general ~onfirmation and obfervance 
of the laws of king Edward. This is the fubfl:ance of 
the chief articles contained in that famous charter c. 

To give greater authenticity to thefe conceffions, 
Henry lodged a copy of his charter in fome abbey of each 
·county; as if defirous that it ihould be expofed to the 
view of all his fubjetl:s, and remain a perpetual rule for 
the ]imitation and diretl:ion of his government: Yet it is 
certain, that, after the prefent purpofe was ferved, he never 
once thought, during his reign, of obferving one fingle 
article of it; and the whole fell fo much into neglect and 
oblivion, that, in the following century, when the barons, 
who had heard an obfcure tradition of it, defired to make 
it the model of the great charter, which they exatl:ed from 
king John, they could with difficulty find a copy of it in 
the kingdom. But as to the grievances here meant to be 
redreffed, they were fiill continued in their full extent; 
and the royal authority, in all thofe parti<;ulars, lay under 
no manner of refrriction. Reliefs of heirs, fo capital an 
article, were never effetl:ually fixed till the time of Magna 
Charta d; and it is evident, that the general promife here 

given, 

b See Appendix IT. c Matth. Paris, p. 38. Hoveden, p. 468. 
Brompton, p. rou. Hagulllad, p. 310. d Glanv. lib, 2. cap. 36. 
'What is called a relief in the Conqueror's laws, preferved by Ingulf, fcems to 
have been the heriot; fince reliefs, as well as the other burdens of the feudal 

law~ 
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c ~t P. given, of accepting a jufl: and lawful relief, rught to 

~have been reduced to more precifion, in order to give 
:noo. fecurity to the fubjeCl:. The oppreffion of wardlrlip and 

marriage was perpetuated even till the reign of Cha·les ll.: 
And it appears from Glanville e, the famou~ jufiiciary of 

Henry II. that, in his time, where any man died intef
tate, an accident which mufl: have been very fequent, 
when the art of writing was fo little known, the 'ing, or 

the lord of the fief, pretended to fcize all the mcveables, 

and to exclude every heir, even the child~en of the de

ceafed : A fure 1:1ark of a tyrannical and arbitrary govern

ment. 
THE N or:nans indeed, who domineered in In gland, 

were, during this age, fa licentious a people, that they 

may be pronounced incapable of any true or regular 

liberty; which requires fuch improvement in kr.owledge 
and morals, as can only be the refult of' refleCtion and ex

perience, and mufl: grow to perfeCl:ion during fe\eral ages 

of fettled and efiablifhed governme.nt. A people, fa in fen

fib le to the rights of their fovereign, as to disjoint, with

out neceffity, the hereditary fuccefiion, and Jermit a 

younger brother to intrude himfelf into the place of 

the elder, whom they efreemed, and who was guilty of 

no crime but being abfent, could not expeCt:, that that 

prince would pay any greater regard to their p-ivileges, 

Qr allow his engagements to fetter his power, md debar 

him from any coniiderable interefi or convenienc. They 

had indeed arms in their hands, which prevente" the efia

blifhment of a total defpotifm, and left their pofrerity 

fufficient power, whenever they iliould attain a fuf

ficient degree of reafon, to affume true libe·ty: But 
their turbulent difpofition frequently promptec them to 

law, were unknown in the age of the Confeffor, whofe laws th1fe originally 

were. 
c: Lib. 7• cap. 16. This pratlice was contrary to the laws of king Ed· 

ward, ratified by the Conqueror, as we learn from lngu!f, p. 9 • But Jaws 

· had at that time very little iu!1uence: Power_ and violence govcrne( every thing. 

make 
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make fuch ufe of their arms, that they were more fitted c H A P· 

to obfiruB: the execution of jufiice, than t-:> fl:op the ea-~ 
reer of violence and oppreffion. The prince, finding uoo. 

that greater oppofition was often made to him when he 
enforced the laws, than when he viohted them, was apt 
to render his own will and pleafure the foie rule of go ... 
vernment; and on every emergence to confider more the 
power of the perfons whom he might offend, than the 
rights of thofe whom he might injure. The very form 
of this charter of Henry proves, that theN orman barons 
(for they, rather than the people of England, arc chiefly 
concerned in it) were totally ignorant of the nature of 
limited monarchy, and were ill qualified to conduct, in 
ccnjunction with their fovereign, the machine of govern-
ment. It is an atl: of his foie power, is the refult of his 
free grace, contains fome articles which bind others as 
well as himfelf, and is therefore unfit to be the deed of 
any one who poffeffes not the whole legi:flative power~ 
and who may not at pleafure revoke all his conceffions. 

HENRY, farther to encreafe his popularity, degraded 
and committed to prifon Ralph Flambard, bifhop of Dur
ham, who had been the chief infirument of oppreffion 
under his brother f: But this act was followed by ano
ther, which was a direct violation of his own charter, and 
was a bad prognoftic of his fincere intentions to obferve it: 
He kept the fee of Durham vacant for five years, and 
during that time retained poifeffion of all its reve
nues. Senfible of the great authority, which Anfelm 
had acquired by his charaCl:er of piety, and by the perfe
cutions which he had undergone from "\.Villiam, he fent 
repeated meifagcs to him at Lyons, where he refided, and 
invited him to return and take poffeffion of his dignities g. 

On the arrival of the prelate, he propofed to him the re-

· f Chron. Sax. p. %o8. W. Malm. p. r56. Matth. Paris, p. 39• Alu'"• 
Beverl. p. 144· ~ Chron. 5ax. p. zo8, Order, Vital. p. 7S3. 
Matth. Parie, p. 39• T. Rudbome, F• Z73• 

newal 
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c H A P. newal of that homage which he had done his brother, and 
VI ~which had never been refufed by any Engliih biihop: 

JJoo, But Anfelm had acquired other fentiments by his journey 
to Rome, and gave the king an abfolute refufal. He ob

jeB:ed the decrees of the council of Bari, at which he 
himfelf had affifted ; and he declared, that, fo far from 
doing homage for his fpiritual dignity, he would not fo 
much as communicate with any ecclefiaftic, who paid 
that fubmiffion, or who accepted of inveftitures from lay
men. Henry, who expeB:ed, in his prefent delicate fitua
tion, to reap great advantages from the authority and 

popularity of Anfclm, durft not infift on his demand g: 
He only defired that the controverfy might be fufpended; 

and that meffengers might be fent to Rome, in order to 

accommodate matters with the pope, and obtain his con

firmation of the laws and cuftoms of England. 
Marriageof THERE immediately occurred an important affair, in 
the king. which the king was obliged to have recourfe to the au-

thority of Anfelm. Matilda, daughter of Malcolm Ill. 
king of Scotland, and niece to Edgar Atheling, had, ori 

her father's death, and the fubfequent revolutions in the 
Scottiih government, been brought to England, and edu

cated under her aunt, Chriftina, in the nunnery of Rum

fey. This princefs Henry purpofed to marry; but as fhe 
had worn the veil, though never taken the vows, doubts 
might arife concerning the lawfulnefs of the aB:; and it 
behaved him to be very careful not to ihock, in any par ... 

ticular, the religious prejudices of his fubjeB:s. The af• 
fair was examined by Anfelm in a council of the prelates 
and aobles, which was fummoned at Lambeth : Matilda 
there proved, that {he had put on the veil, not with a 
view of entering into a religious life, but merely in con

fequence of a cuftom, familiar to the Englifh ladies, who 

g W. Maim, p. 7.25• 

proteCte-d 



H E N R Y I. 

protetl:ed their chafi:ity from the brutal violence of the c H A P. 

Normans, by taking !heltcr under that habith, which,~ 
amidil: the horrible liccntioufnefs of the times, was yet noo.. 

generally revered. The council, fenfible that even a 
princefs h,ad otherwife no fecurity for her honour, ad .. 
mitted this reafon as valid: They pronounced, that Ma-
tilda was frill free to marry i ; and her efpoufals with 
Henry were celebrated by Anfelm with great pomp and 
folemnity k. No atl: of the king's reign rendered him 
equally popular with his Engliih fubjetl:s, and tende 
more to efiabliih him on the throne. Though Matilda, 
during the life of her uncle and brothers, was not heir of 
the Saxon line, lhe was become very dear to the Englilh 
on account of her connexions with it: And that people, 
who, before the conqueft, had fallen into a kind of indif-
ference towards their ancient royal family, had felt fo 
feverely the tyranny of the Normans, that they reRetied 
with extreme regret on their former liberty, and hoped 
for a more equal and mild adminifrration, when the 
blood of their native princes lhould be mingled with that 
of their new fovereigns 1• 

BuT the policy and prudence of Henry, which, ifin.,afion by 
duke Rotime had been allowed for thefe virtues to produce their ber~ 

full effeti, would have fecured him poffeffion of the 
crown, ran great hazard of being fruftrated by the fud-
den appearance of Robert, who returned to Normandy 
about a month after the death of his brother William. 
He took poffeffion, without oppofition, of that dutchy; 
and immediately made preparations for recovering Eng
land, of which, during his abfence, he had, by Henry's 
intrigues, been fo unj uftly defrauded. The great fame, 
which he had acquired in the Eaft, forwarded his preten-
fions; and the Norman barons, fenfible of the confe~ 

h Eadmer, p. 57• 

l M. Pa.ris, p. 40. 
1 lrid. J: Hoveden1 p. 468. 
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c H A p, quences, expreffed the fame difcontent at the feparation 
~of the dutchy and kingdom, which had appeared on the 

uot. acccffion of William. Robert de Belefme, earl of Shrewf· 
bury and Arundel, William de la Warrenne, earl of Sur

rey, Arnulf de Montgomery, Walter Giffard, Robert de 

I 
Pontefraa, Robert de Mallet, Yvo de Grentmefnil, and 

many others of the principal nobility m, invited Robert 

to ~ake an attempt upon England, and promifed, on his 
landing, to join him with all their forces. Even the [ea
men were affetl:ed with the general popularity of his 

name, and they carried over to him the greater part of a 
fleet, which had been equipped to oppofe his pafiage. 
Henry, in this extremity, began to be apprehenfive for his 

life, as well as for his crown ; and had recourfe to the 

fuperfiition of the people, in order to oppofe their fenti

ment of jufl:ice. He paid diligent court to Anfelm, whofe 

fanaity and wifdom he pretended to rev·ere. He confulted 

him in all difficult emergencies; feemed to be governed 
by him in every meafure; promifed a ftriB: regard to ec· 

cldiafrical privileges ; profeffed a great attachrr.ent to 

Rome, and a refolution of perfevering in an implicit obe

dience to the decrees of councils, and to the will of the 

fovereign pontiff. By thefe careffes and declarations, he 

entirely gained the confidence of the primate, whofe in
fluence over the people, and authority with the barons, 

were of the utmofi fervice to him, in his prefent fitua

tion. Anfelm fcrupled not to affure the nobles of the 

king's fincerity in thofe profeffions which he made, of 

avoiding the tyrannical and oppreffive government of his . 

father and brother: He even rode through the ranks of 

the army, recommended to the foldiers the defence of their 

prince, reprefented the duty of keeping their oaths of al

legi;vlce, and prognofricated to them the greateft happi· 

m Order. Vital, p. 785.~ 
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pefs from the government of fo wife and ju!l a fovereign. c ~t P. 

By this expedient, joined to the influence of the earls of~ 
Warwic and Mellent, of Roger Bigod, Richard de Red- uot~ . 

vers, and Robert Fitz-Hamon, powerful barons, who fl:iii 
adhered to the prefent government, the army was retained 
in the king's interefis, and marched, with feeming union 
and firmnefs, to oppofe Robert, who had lahded with his 
forces at Portfmouth. 

I 

THE two armies lay in fight of each other for fome Accommci. 

rlays without coming to atlion ; and both princes, being ia;~~;t~witli 
apprehenfive of the event, which would probably be de-
cifive, hearkened the tnore willingly to the counfels of 
Anfelm and the other great men, who mediated an at
commodation between them. After employing fome ne
gociation, it was agreed, that Robert fhould refign his 
pretenfions to England, and receive in lieu of them an 
annual penfion of 3000 marks ; that, if either of the 
princes died without iffue, the other fhould fucceed to his 
dominions; that the adherents of each 1hould be par-
doned, and refiored to all their poffeffions either in Nor .. 
mandy or England; and that neither Robert nor Henry 
1hould thenceforth encourage, receive, or proteCt the ene~ 
mies of the other "• 

'fHIS treaty, though calculated fo much for Henry's noz.i 
advantage, he was the firfi to violate. He refiored indeed 
the eftates of all Robei-t's adherents; but was fecretly 
determined, that noblemen fo powerful and fo ill affeCted, 
who had both .inclination and ability to difturb his go
vernment, fhould not long remain unmolefied in their 
prefent opulence and grandeur. He began with the earl · 
of Shrewlbury, who was watched for fome time by fpies, 
and then inditled on a charge, confifi:ing of forty-five 
articles. This turbulent nobleman, knowing his own 

n Chron. Sax. p. zo9. W. Mab:f. p. t.;6. 

VoL. I. y guilt 
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C H v~. P. guilt,, as well as the prejudices of his judges, and the 
~power of his profecutor, had recourfe to arms for defence~ 

uo~. But being: foon fuppreffed by the aCl:ivity and addrefs of 
Henry, he was baniilied the kingd~, and his great efl:ate 
was confifcated. His ruin involved that of his two bro
thers, Arnulf de Mcmtgomery, and Roger earl of Lttncaf· 
ter. Soon aftel followed the profecution and condemna
tion of R.obert de Pontefra8 and Robert de Mallet~ who 
had difiinguifhed themfel\fes among Robett"s adherents~ 

no3.. William de Warenne was the next vi8im: Even Wilw 
liam earl of Cornwal, fon of the earl of Mortaigne, the 
king's uncle, having given matter of fufpicion againft 
him, lofi all the vaft acquifitions of his family in Eng .. 
land. Though the ufual violence and tyranny of the 
Norman barons afForded a plaufible pretence for thofe 
profecutions, and it is prob~hle that none of the fentences,. 
pronounced againfi thefe noblemen, was wholly iniqui
tuous; men eafily faw or conjeB:ured1 that the chief part 
of their guilt was not the i~j ufl:ice or illegality of their 
conduCl:. Robert, enraged at the fate of his friends, im
prudently ventured to come into England; and he remon· 
fhated with his brother, in fevttre terms, againft th~ 
'breach of treaty: But met with fi:> bad a reception, that 
he bt;gan to apprehend danger t() his own liberty, ancl 
was glad to purchafe an efcape, by refigning his penfion. 

THE. rndifcretion of Robert foon expofed him to more 
fatal injuries. This· prince, whofe bravery and candor 
procured him refpeB:, while at a diil:ance, had no fooner 
attained the poffeffion of power, and enjoyment of peact, 
than all the vigour of his mind relaxed ; and he fell into 
contempt among thofc who approached his perfon, or were 
fubjeB:ed to his authority. AlterRately abandoned to dif· 

folute pleafures and to womanifh fuperfrition, he was fo
remifs, both in the care of his treafure and the exercife of 

1 
his gol'ernment, that his fervants pillaged his money with 

impunity,. 
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impunity, Role from him his very clothes, and proceeded C Hvt P. 
thence to praCl:ife every fpecies of extortion on his de-~ 
fcncelefs fubjeCl:s. The barons, whom a fevere admini- Att~;~3·of 
ftration alorte could have refrrained, gave reins to their Normandy. 

unbounded rapine upon their vatTals, and inveterate ani-
mofities againfl: each other; and all Normandy, during 
the reigri of this benign prince; was become a fcene of 
violence and depredation. The N ormans at lafr, obferv-
ing the regular goverrtment, which Henry, notwithftand-
ing his ufurped title, had been able to efiablilh in Eng-
land, applied to him, that he might ufe his authority for 
the fuppreffion of thefe diforders; and they thereby af .. 
forded him a pretence for interpofing in the affairs of 
Normandy. Infread of employing his mediation; to ren .. 
der his brother's government refpeCl:able, or to redrefs the 
grievances of theN ormans; he was only attentive to fup• 
port his own partizans; and to encreafe their number by 
t!\fery art of bribery, intrigue, and infinuation. Having 
found; in a vifit; which he mad: to that dutchy, that 
the nobility were more difpofed to pay fubmiffion to hirri 
than to their legal foveteign; he colleCted, by arbitrary 
extortions on England, a great army and treafure, and 
returned next year to Normandy, in a fituation to obtain, 
either by violence or corruption, the dominion of that 

IIO,i~ province. He took Bayeux by frorm after an obfiinate 
fiege: He made himfelf mafrer of Caen by the voluntary 
fubmiffion of the inhabitants: But being repulfed at Fa-
laife, and obliged, by the winter feafon, to raife the 
fiege, he returned into England; after giving affurances 
to his adherents, that he would perfevere in fupporting 
and protecting them. 

N:ExT year he opened the campafgn with the liege of co:::e~ ~ 
Tenchebray; and it became evident, from his prepa:ra- Normandy. 

tions and ptogrefs, that he intended to ufurp the entire 
Y 2 p<:>ff'cffion 
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c H A P·polfeffion of Normandy. Robert was at lafr rouzed from• 
vr. 

'---v---.J his lethargy; and being fupported by the earl of Mor-
J-Io >. taigne and Robert de Belief me;- the king's inveterate ene

mies, he raifed a confiderable zrmy, and approached his 

brother's camp, with a view of finifhing1 in one decifive 

battle, the quarrel between them. He was now entered 

6n that fcene of aCl:ion, in which alone !re was qualified 

to excel; and he fo animated his troops by his example, 

that they th1"ew the Engli!h into diforder, and had 
nearly obtair1~d tbe viCl:ory 0

; when the flight of Bel

lefme fpread a pank among the Normans, and occafioned 

their total defeat. Henry1 befides doing great execution 

on the enemy, made near ten thoufand prifoners; among 

whom was duke Robert himfelf, and all the moit confr. 

derable barons, who adhered to his interefrs P. This vic

tory was followed by the final reclu8:ion of Normandy~ 
Roiien immediately fubmitted to the conqueror~ Falaife, 

after fome negotiation, opened its gates; and by this ac

q uifition, be fides rendering himfelf mafrer of an important 

fortrefs, he got into his hands prince "\Villiam, the only 

fon of Robert : He affembled the ftates of Normandy; 

and having received the homage of all the vaffals of the 

dutchy, having fettled the government, revoked his bro

ther's donations, and difmantled the ca!Hes,... lately built, 

fie returned into England, and carried along with him the 

duke as prifoner. That unfortunate prince was detained 

in cufi:ody during the remainder of his life, which was 

uo lefs than twenty-eight years, and he died in the caftle 

()[ Cardiff in Glamorganfhire; happy if, without lofing 

his liberty, he could have relinquifhed that power, which 

he was not qualified either to hold or exercife. Prince 

Wil!iam was committed to the care of Helie de St. Saen, 

who had married Robert's natural daughter, and who,. 

0 H. Hunt. p. 37~· M. Pari~, p. 43• Brompton, p. xooz. 
l! tadmer, P• 9t'• Chton, SalC. p. ~'4• Order. Vital. p. Sift· 

being; 
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:being a man of probity and honour, beyond what was c H A P • 

.ufual ~n thofe ages, executed the trufi: with great affec-~ 
tipn and fidelity. Edgar Atheling, who had followe<} J 1~~. 

Robert in the expedition to Jerufalem, and who had lived 
with him ever fince inN ormandy, was another ill ufhious 
prifoner, taken in the battle of Tenchebray q. Henry 
gave him his liberty., aad fettled a fmall _pen.:fion on him, 
with which he retired; and he l·ived to a good ol.d age in 
England, totally negleeted and forgotten. Th.i..; princ~ 

was difiinguilhed by perfonal bravery: But nothing can 
be a fi:ronger proof of his mean talents in every other re-
fpeCl:, than that, notwithfi:anding he poffeffed the affec-
tions of the Englilh, and enjoyed the only legal title to 
-the throne, he was allowed, during the reigns of fo many 
~Violent and jealous ufurpers, to liye unmolefted, and _go 
tg his grave in peace. 

A ~ITTLE after Henry had completed the conque!l: of 1 , 07~ 

Normandy, and fettled the government of that province, C:ontiJflua-
twn o tne 

·he finilhed a controverfy., which had been long depending quarrel with 

b h. d h . h d I . 11.· Anfelm the etween tm an t e pope, Wit regar to t 1c mvcmturcs primate. 

in ecclefiafi:ical benefices; and though he was here ob-
liged torelilllluilh fome of the ancjent rights of the crown, 
he extricated himfelf from the ddnculty on eafier terms 
than mofi: princes~ who., in that age, were fo unhappy as 
to be engaged in difputes witq the apofiolic fee. The 
king's :fituation, in the beginning of 11is reign, obliged 
him to pay great court to Anfelm : The advantages, 
which he had reaped from the zealous friendihip of that 
prelate, had made him fenfib.le how prone the minds of 
his people were to fuperfrition, and what an afcendant 
the eccle:fiafiics had been able to affume over them. He 
had feen, on the acceffion of his brother Rufus, that, 
though the rights of primogeniture were then violater;!• 

! ChTon, Sax, P• :Zl4· Ann. WaY~rJ, p. '44· 
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·c H A P~ and the inclinations of almo£1: all the barons thwarted~ 
~yet the authority of Lanfranc, the primat~, ha9 p~e-

~~07• vailed over all other confiderations: His own cafe, which 
was frill more unfavourable, afForded an infiance, il\ 
which the clergy had m9re evidently fuown their infl~~ 

ence and authority. Thefe recent examples, while they 
made him cautiqus not to offend that pow~rful body, 
convinced him, at the fame time, that it was el!tremely 
his interefr ~o retain the former prerogative of the crown 
in filling offices of fuch vaft importance, an.d tq check 

the ecclefiaftics in that indcpendance._to which they vifibly 

afpired. The choice, which his brother, in a fit of 

penitence, ha_d made of Anfelml. '":'as fo far unfortunate 

to the king's pretenfions, that t~is prelate was celebrated 

for his piety and 4eal and aufterity of manners; am\ 

though his monkilh devotion and na~row principles prog~ 

nofiicated no great knowledge of the world or depth of 

policy, he was, on that very acco~nt, a more dangerous 

~nfrrument in the hands of politicians, and retained '\ 

greater afcendant over the bigotted populace. The pru

dence and temper of the king appear in nothing more 

confpicuous than in the m~nagement of this delicate 

:4ffair; where he was always fenfible that it had become 

necefTary for him to rifque his whole crown, in order tq 

preferve the moft invaluable jewel of it P. 

ANSELM had no fooner returned from banilhment~ 
than his refufal to do homage to the king raifed a difpute, 

vrhich Henry evaded at that critical junCl:ure, by pro-: 

rnifing to fend a melfenger, in order 'to compound ~he; 
~atter with Paf~al II. who then filled the papal throne~ 
The mefTenger, as was probably forefee~, ret1,1rne~ wit~ 
~n abfolute refufal of the king's demands q; and that 

fortified by many reafons, which were ~ell qualified t~ 
pperate on tpe underftan~ings of men in thofe ages~ 

f Eadmer~ p~ S~~ q Yf • ~alm. P• '-'S• 
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Pa(cal quoted the fcriptures to prove that Chrifl: was the c H A P. 

door ; and he thence inferred, that all ecclefiaftics mufi ~ 
enter into the church through Chrift alone, not through uo7. 

the civil magifirate, or any profane laymen r. " It is 
" monfirous," added the pontiff, " that a fon fhol..lld 
" pretend to beget his father, or a man to create his 
" God : Priefts are called Gods in fcripture, as being 
'' the vicars of God : And will you, by your abominable 
" pretenfions to grant them their invefriture, affume the 
~4 right Of Creating them I f" 

BuT how convincing foever thefe arguments, they 
could not perfuade Henry to refign fa important a pre
rogative; and perhaps, as he was poffeffed of great 
refleCtion and learning, he thought, that the abfurdity of 
a man's creating his God, even allowing priefts to be 
gods, was oot urged with the befl: grace by the Roman 
pontiff. But as he defired ftill to avoid, at leaft to delay, 
the coming to any dangerous extremity with the church~ 
he perfuaded Anfelm, that he thould be able, by farther 
negociation, to attain fame compofition with Pafcal ; 
and for that purpofe, he difpatched three bilhops to 
Rome, while Anfelm fent two meffengers of his own, to 
be more fully affured of the pope's intentions t. Pafcal 
wrote back letters equally pofitive and arrogant both to 
the king and primate; urging to the forrper, that, by 
affuming the right of invefiitures, he committed a kind 
of fpiritual adultery with the church, who was the fpoufe 
of Chrifr, and who mufr not admit of fuch a commerce 
with any other perfon u; and infifting with the latter1 

r Eadmer, p. 6o. Thi11 topic is farther e~force4 in p, 73, 74• See alfo 
W. Maim. p. 163. 

s Eadmer, p. 6r. I much fufpeet, that this ~xt of fcripture i5 a forgrry 
of his holinefs: For I have not been able to iind it. Yet it p01ffed current 
in thofe ages, and was often quoted by the dern as the foundation of their 
romr. ee Epilt. St. Thorn. p. 169, 

t Eadmer, p. 6,.. W. Malm. p. :us, ~ Eadmer, p. 63. 
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~ H A P. that the pretenfion of kings to confer benefices was tha 

~ fource of all fimony; a topic which had but too much 
U 0 7• foundation in thofe ages w. 

HENRy had now no other expedient than to fuppref:s 
the letter -addrdfed to himfelf, and to perfuade the three 

bilhops to prevaricate, and aifert, upon their epifcopal 

faith, that Pafcal h:1d affured them in private of his good 

intentions towards He~ry, and of his refolution not to 

refent any future exertion of his prerogative in granting 
inveftitures; though he himfelf fcrupled to give this 

affurance under his hand, left other princes fhould copy 

the examRle and affu01~ a lik~ privilege x. Anfelm's 

two mcffe11gers, vyho were monks, affirmed tp him, that 

it was impoffible this ftory could h:1ve any foundation: 

But their word was not deemed eq4fll to that of three 

biihops; and the king, as ~f he had finally gained his 
caufe, proceeded to ~11 the fees of Hereford and Salif

bury, and to inycfi: the new biihops in the ufual manner r. 
But Anfelm, who, ~ he had good reafon, gave no credit 

to the affeveration of the king's mef.Ten,gers, refufed not 

~mly to confecrate them, but eve~ to communicate with. 

them ; and the biiho.ps themfelves, finding hQw odious 

they were become, return~d to I-{enry the enfigns of their 

9ignity. Th~ quarrel every day encreafed between the 

king ami the primate: T~1e former, notwithftanding the 

prudence and moderation of his temper, threw out me

naces againft fuch as fuould preten~ to oppofe him in 

~xerting the ancient prerogatives of his crown: And 

Anfelm, fcnfible of his own dangerous fituation, defired 

leave to ~ake ~journey to Rome, in order to lay the cafe 

~efore the fovereign pontiff. Hen~y, well plea(ed to r~d 
himfelf without violence of fo inflexible an antagonift, 
l • • 

w Eadmer, p. ~?· 66. x Eadmer, p. 65. W. Maim. p. z25. 
Y Eadm~~~ p. 66. W, ~aim. P: ~:5. Hoveden, p. 469, Sim. Duneln,i. 
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readily granted him permiffion. The prelate was attended c H !'>. P. 

to the fuore by infinite multitudes, not only monks and~ 
clergymen, but people of a11 ranks, who fcrupled not uo7. 

in this manner to declare for their primate againfr their 
fovereign, and who regarded his departure as the final 
abolition of religion and true piety in the kingdom z. 

The king~ however~ feized all the revenues of his fee; 
~nd fent William de Warelwafr to negociate with Pafca1, 
and to find fom~ means of ~ccommodation in this delicate 
affair. 

THE Eng1ilh minifrer tQld Pafcal, that his mafl:cr 
would rather lofe his crown than part with the rignt of 
pranting invefritures. '~And J," replied Pafcal, "wou1d 
" rather lofe ~y head than allow him to retain it •." 
Henry fecretly prohi~ited A~felm from returning, un1ef.5 
he refolved to conform himfelf to the laws and ufages of 
the kingdom; and the primate took "!-lP his refid(;{1ce at 
Lyons, in expeCl:ation, that the king woulq at lafi: be 
obliged to yield the point, which was the prefent object 
of controverfy between them. Soon after, he was per
mit~ed to return to his monafrery at Bee in Normandy; 
and Henry, befides refroring to him the revenues of his 
fee, treated him with the greatefr refped, and .1el feverd 
conferences with him, in order to foften his oppotition, 
and bend him to fubmiffion b. The people of .:ng .1ud, 

who thought all differences now accommodatt..!, ~A-·~ .. e 
inclined to blame their primate for abfenting him!dt .o 
long from his charge; and he daily received lett~n ·.- n 
his partizans, reprefenting the neceffity of his f' .:y 
return. The total extinCtion, they told him, o: rei: ,Jn 
and Chrifiianity was likely to enfue from the w.tnt 
fatherly care : The m oft fhocking cuficms lJ· 

England : And the dread of his fev ci ~y b~.r n ;.;w 

~ Eadmer, p. 7f• 
~~ Paris, p. 40~ 

a Eadmer, p. "3• :VI M~.. • " t6, 
b Hovede.o, P• 4711 
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c H A P. removed fodomy and the praCtice of wearing long hair 
VI ' ~gain ground among all ranks of men, and thefe enor-

uo7. rnities openly appear every where, without fenfe of lhame 

or fear of punifhment c. 

THE policy of the court of Rome has commonly been 

much admired; and men, judging by fuccefs, have 

beftowed the higheft eulogies on that prudence by which 

a power, from fuch flender beginnings, could advance, 

without force of arms, to eftabliili an univerfal and 
almofl: abfolute monarchy in Europe. But the wifdom 

of fo long a fucceffion of men, who filled the papal 

throne, and who were of fuch different ages, tempers, 

and interefis, is not intelligible, and could never have 
place in nature. The infirument, indeed, with which 
they wrought, the ignorance and fuperflition of the 
people, is fo grofs an engine, of fuch univerfal preva

lence, and fo 1 ittle liable to accident or diforder, that it 
may be fuccefsful even in the mofl: unikilful hands ; and 

fcarce any indifcretion can frufi:rate its operations. 

While the court of Rome was openly abandoned to the 

moft flagrant diforders, even while it was torn with 
fchifms and faB:ions, the power of the church daily 

made a fenfible progrefs in Europe; and the temerity of 

Gregory and caution of Pafcal were equally fortunate 

in promoting it. The clergy, feeling the neceffity, which 

they lay under, ofbeing proteCl:ed againft the violence of 

princes, or vigour of the laws, were well pleafed to 

adhere to a foreign head, who being removed from the 

fear of the civil authority, could freely employ the power 

of the whole church in defending her ancient or ufurped 

properties and privileges, when invaded in any particular 

country : The monks~ defirous of an independance on 
their diocefans, profefred a frill more devoted attachment 

to the triple crown; and the ftupid people poffeffed no 

fcience or reafon, which they could oppofe to the mofi: 

c Ead.rwr, p. Sz. 
exorbitant 
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'xorbitant pretenfions! N onfenfe paffed for demonfira- C ~A P. 

tion : 'rhe moft criminal r:neans we.re fancHfied by the ~ 
piety of the end: Treat\es were no~ fuppofed to be 11°7• 

binding, where the interefts of God were concerned: 
The ancient laws and cuftoms of ftates had ~o authority 
:againft a divine right: Impudent forgeries were received 

as authentic monuments of antiquity: And the cham
pions of holy church, if fuccefsfu), were celebrated as 
heroes ; if unfortunate, were worlhipped as martyrs; and 
all events thus turned out equally to the advantage of 

clerical ufurpations. Pafcal himfelf, the reigning pope, 
was, in the courfe of this very controverfy concerning 
inveftitures, involved in circumftances, and neceffitated 
to follow a conduCt, which would have drawn difgrace 

and ruin on any temporal prince, t t had been fo unfor

tunate as to fall into a like fituation. His perfon vvas 

feizeq by the emperor Henry V. and he was obliged, by 
;t form~! treaty, to refign to that monarch, the right of 

grant;ng inveftitures, for which they had fo long contend
ed d. ln order to add greater folemnity'to this agreement, 
the emperor and pope communicated together on the fame 

hofi:e; one palf of which was given to the prince, the 
other taken by the pontiff: The moft tremendous impre

(:ations were publicly denounced on either of them who 
fhould viol~te t~e treaty : Yet no fooner did Pafcal re
cover his liberty, than he revoked all his conceffions, and 
pronounced t~e fentenCS! of excommunication againft the 
emperor, who, in th~ end~ was obliged to fubmit to the 

~erms required of him, and to yiel~ up ap his pretenfions, 
which he never could refume e. · 

THE king of England had very nearly fallen into the 

fame dangerous .fituation : Pafcal had already exc~mmu"' 

• d W. Maim. P• 167, e Padre Paolo fopra b&ne(, teeter, p. JUl. 

W• Malmcf, P• 170, Chr~, Abb, St! Petri de BYr&o, P• 63. Sim. Dunelm. 
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c H A P. nicated the earl of Mallont, and the other minifi:crs of 
~Henry, who were infl:rumental in fupporting his preten .. 

1107· fions r : He daily menaced the king himfelf with a like 
fentence; and he fufpended the blow only to give him 

. leifure to prevent it by a timely fubmiffion. The malcon
tents waited impatiently for the opportunity of difturb
ing his government by confpiracies and infurreetions g : 

The king's beft friends were anxious at the profpeet of 
an incident, which would fet their religious and civil 
duties at variance: And the countefs of Blois, his fifier, 
a princefs of piety, who had great influence over him, 
was affrightened with the danger of her brother's eternal 
damnation h. Henry, on the other hand, feemed deter
mined to run all hazards, rather than refign a prerogative 
of fuch importance hich had been enjoyed by all his 
predecefTors ; and it feemed probable, from his great pru
dence and abilities, that he might be able to fuftain his 
rights, and finally prevail in the contefr. While Pafcal 
and Henry thus frood mutually in awe of each other, it 
was the more eafy to bring about an accommodation 
between them, and to find a medium, in which they 
might agree. 

Compromi(e BEFORE bi!hops took po1feffion of their dignities, they 
with An- bad formerly been accufi:omed to pafs through two cere .. 
!elm, monies : They received from the hands of the fovereign 

a ring and crofter, as fymbols of their office; and this 
was called their invdJiture : They alfo made thofe fub
miffions to the prince, which were required of vaffals by 
the rites of the feudal law, and which received the name 
of homage. And as the king might refufe, both to grant 
the invifiiture and to receive the homage, though the 
chapter had, by fame canons of the middle age, been 
tndowed wit~ ~he fight of eletl:ion, the fovereign had 

f Eadmer1 p. 79, ... t Ibid. p. So, h Ibid. P• 11J. 
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1n reality the foie power of appointing prelates. Urban II. C .H A P .. 
had equally deprived laymen of the rights of granting~ 
invefi:iture and of receiving homage i: The emperors 11o7. 
never were able, by all their wars and negociations, to 
make any difrinction be admitted between them: The 
interpofition of profane laymen, in any particular, was 
frill reprefented as impious and abominable : And the 
church openly afpired to a total independance on the 
fiate. But Henry had put England, as well as Nor-
mandy, in fuch a fituation as gave greater weight to his 
negotiations ; and Pafcal was for the prefent fatisfied with 
his refigning the right of granting invefritures, oy which 
the fpiritual dignity was fuppofed to be conferred ; and 
he allowed the bilhops to do homage for their temporal 
properties and privileges k. The pontifF was we11 pleafed 
to have made this acquifition, which, he hoped, would 
in time involve the whole: And the king, anxious to pro-
cure an efcape from a very dangerous fituation, was con-
tent to retain fome, though a more precarious authority~ 
in the eleCl:ion of prelates. 

AFTER the principal controverfy was accommodated~ 
it was not difficult to adjuft the other differences. The 
pope allowed Anfelm to communicate with the prelates" 
who had already received invefritures from the crown; 
and he only required of them fome fubmiffions for their 
pafr mifconduCl: 1• He alfo granted Anfelm a plenary 
power of remedying every othel' diforder, which, he fa id) 
might arife from the barbaroufnefs of the country m. Such 
was the idea which the popes then entertained of the 
Englifh. ; and nothing can be a fironger proof of the mi
fenible ignorance in which that people were then plunged, 
than that a man, who fat on the papal throne, and who 

1 Eadmer, p. gr. W. Maim. p. 163. Sim. Dunelm. p. z3o. 
k Eadmer, p. gr. W. Maim. p. 164.227. Hoveden, p. 471. M. Pari,, 

P• 43• T. Rudb, p. ,_74• Brompton, p. xooo, Wilkins, p. J03• Chrolt• 
:Pilllif. P• 21. l Eadmer, p. 87. m Ibid . p. 91. 
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c H A P. fubfifl:ed by abturdities and nonfenfe, iliould think him.; 
VI. h b b : 
~ felf in titled to treat t em as ar anans. 

1107. DuRING the courfe of thefe controverlies, a fynod was 

Wart 
abroad. 

held at Weftminfl:er, where the kihg' intent only on the 

main difpute, allowed fome canons of lefs importance to. 

be enaCted, which tended to promote the ufurpations of 

the clergy. The celibacy of priefts was enjoined ; ;t 

point which it was frill found very difficult to carry into 

execution: And even laymen were not allowed to marry 

'Vithin the feventh degree of affinity"· By this contri; 

vance, the pope augmented the profits, which he reaped 

from granting difpenfations ; and likewife thofe from di

Yorces. For as the art of writing was then rare, and 

pariih regifters were not regularly kept, it was not eafy 

to afcertain the degrees of affinity even among people of 

rank; and any man, who had money fufficient to pay for 

it, might obtain a divorce, on pretence that his wife was 

more nearly related to him than was permitted by the 

canons. The fynod alfo paffed a vote, prohibiting the 

laity from wearing long hair 0
• The averfion of the 

clergy to this mode was not confined to England. When 

the king went to Normandy, before he had con

quered that province, the bi£hop of Seeze, in a formal 

harangue, earnefl:ly exhorted him to redrefs the manifold 

diforders under which the government laboured, and to 

oblige the people to poll their hair in a decent form. 

Henry, though he would not refign his prerogatives td 

the church, willingly parted tvith his hair : He cut it in 

the form which they required of him, and obliged all the 

courtiers to imitate his example P. 

THE acquifition of Normandy was a great point of 

Henry's ambition; being the ancient patrimony of his 

family, and the only territory, which, while in his pof

feffion, ga,~e him any weight or confideration on the con.; 

tinent; 
n Eadmer, p. 67, 68. Spelm. Cone. vol. ii. P• ~:z. 

T• 68. P Order, Vital. p. S16. 
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finent: But the injufiice of his ufurpation was the fource c H A P. 

VI. of great inquietude, involved him in frequent wars, and. r--J 
obliged him to impofe on his Englifh fubjects tBofe many 11°7• 

heavy and arbitrary taxes, of which all the hifrorians of 
that age unanimoufly complain q. His nephew, Wil-
liam, was but fix years of age, when he committed him 
to the care of Helie de St. Saen; and it is probable, that 
his reafon for intrufting that important charge to a man 
of fo unblemilhed a charatl:er, was to prevent all malig-
nant fufpicions, in cafe any accident 1hould befal the life 
of the young prince. He foon repented of his choice; 1uo. 
but when he defired to recover poffeffion of William's 
perfon, Helie withdrew his pupil, and carried him to the 
court of Fulk, count of Anjou, who gave him proteCHon r. 

In proportion as the prince grew up to man's efrate, he 
difcovered virtues becoming his birth ; and wandering 
through different courts of Europe, he excited the friendly 
compaffion of many princes, and raifed a ·general indig
nation againfi his uncle, who had fo unjufrly bereaved 
him of his inheritance. Lewis the Grofs, fon of Philip, 
was at this time king of France, a brave and generou& 
prince, who, having been obliged, during the life-time 
of his father, to fly into England, in order to efcape the 
perfecutions of his ftep-mother Bertrude, had been pro-
tected by Henry, and had thence conceived a perfonal 
friendlhip for him. But thefe ties were foon diffolved 
after the acceffion of Lewis, who found his interefis to be 
in fo many particulars oppofite to thofe of the Engliili 

· monarch, and who became fenfible of the danger attend
ing the annexation of Normandy to England. He joined, 
therefore, the counts of Anjou and Flanders in giving dif
quiet to Henry's government; and this monarch, in or-

. der to defend his foreign dominions, found himfelf obliged 

'l Eadmer, p. 83. Chron. Su. p. 2.JI, zu, 213. 2.19, uo. :u.8. 
H. Hunt, p. 38o. Hoveden, p. 470, Ann. Wiverl. p. z.u. 

r Onicr, VI al. P• 837. 
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c H A P • to go over to Normandy, where he refided two year~• 
~The war which "enfued among thofe princes was attended 

Juo. with no memorable event, and produced only flight fkir.; 
tniihes on the frontiers, agreeably to the weak condition 

of the fovereigns in that age, whenever their fubjecls 
were not rouzcd by fome great and urgent occafion. 
Henry, by contraCl:ing his eldefr fon, vVilliam, to the 
daughter of Fulk, detach~d that prince from the alliance, 
and obliged the others to come to an accommodation with 

him. rfhis peace was not of long duration. His ne

phew, William, retired to the court of Bald win, earl of 
Flanders, who efpoufed his caufe; and the king of France; 

having foon after, for other reafons, joined the party, a 

new war was kindled in Normandy, which produced nci 

1 us. event more memorable than had attended the former. At 
Iafr the death of Bald win, who was flain in an action near 
Eu, gave fome refpite to Henry, and enabled him to carry 

on war with more advantage againfr his enemies. 

LEWIS, finding himfelf unable to wreft Normandy 

from the king by force of arms, had rccourfe to the dan· 

gerous expedient, of applying to the fpiritual power, and 

of affording the ecclefiafrics a pretence to interpofe in the 

temporal concerns of princes. He carried young \Vil· 
liam to a general council, which was affembled at Rheims 
by pope Calixtus II. prefented the Norman prince to 

them, complained of the manifefr ufurpation and injufiice 
of Henry, craved the affifrance of the church for reinfiat
ing the true heir in his dominions, and reprefented the 

enormity of detaining in captivity fo brave a prince as Ro-· 
bert, one of the mofr eminent champions of the crof!i; 
and who, by that very quality, was placed under the 

immediate proteCtion of the holy fee. Henry knew how 

to defend the rights of his crown with vigour, and yet 
with dexterity. He had fent over the Engliili biihops to 
this fynod; but at the fame time had warned them,. that, 

if 

I -
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rf any farther claims were fiarted by the pope or the eccle- C H J.... P. 

fi.afi:i~s, he was determined to adhere to the laws and cuf-~ 
toms of England, and maintain the prerogatives tranf- H;rg. 

mitted to bim by his predeceffors. "Go," faid he to them, 

" falute the pope in my name; hear his apo!l:olical pre .. 

"'' ccpts; but take care· to bring none of his new invcn-

" tions into my kingdom." Finding, however, that it 
\vot!ld be cafier for him to elude than oppofe the efforts of 

Calixtus, he gave ·his ambaffadors orders to gain the pope 

and his favourites by liberal prefents and promifes. The 

complaints of the Norman prince were thenceforth heard 
with great coldnefs by the council ; and Calixtus con-

felfed, after a conference, which he had the fame fummer 
with Henry, and when that prince prob;bly renewed his 

prefents, that, of all men, whom he had ever yet been 

acquainted with, he was, beyond comparifon, the mofl: 

eloquent and perfuafive. 
THE warliKe meafurcs of Lewis proved as inelfctl:ual as 

his intrigues. He had laid a fcheme for furprifing N oyon; 

but Henry, having received intelligence of the defign, 
marched to the relic£ of the place, and fuddcnly attacked 

the French at Brenncville, as they were advancing to

wards it. A fuarp confliCt enfued; where prince Wil

liam behaved with great bravery, and the king himfelf 
was in the mofi: imminent clang r. He was wounded in 

he head by Crifpin, a gallant Norman officer, "''ho had 
fo!lowed the fortunes of \Villiam s; but being rather ani

mated tha~a terrified by the blow, he immediatdy beat his 

antagonift to the ground, and fo encouraged his troops 
by the example, that they put the French to total rout, 

and had very nearly taken their king prifoner. The dig

nity of the pcrfons, engaged in this fkirmiih, rendered it 

the moft memorable aClion of the w:1r: For in other rc

fpe8.s, it was not of great importance. There were nine 

s H, Hunt. p, 3Sr. M. Paris, p. 4i• Diceto, p. so3. 
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c H A P. hundred horfemen, who fought on both fides; yet were 

~there only two perfons flain. The reft were defended by 
JII9· that heavy armour, worn by the cavalry in thofe times r. , 

An accommodation foon after enfued between the king1 
of France and England; and the interefts of young \\Til
liam were entirely neglected in it. 

u2o. BuT this public profperity of Henry was much over· 
De

1
.ath owf .1 balanced by a domeftic calamity, which befel him. Hi~ 

pr oce 1 -

liam. only fon, William, had now reached his eighteenth 

year; and the king, from the facility with which he 
himfelf had ufurped the crown, dreading that a like re

volution might fubvert his family, had taken care to have 

him recognized fuccdfor by the ftates of the kingdom, 

and had carried him over to Normandy, that he might 

receive the homage of the barons of that dutchy. The 
king, on his return, fet fail from Barffeur, and was foon 

carried by a fair wind out of fight of Iand. The prince 

was detained by fome accident; and his failors, as well 

as their captain, Thomas Fitz.Stephens-, having fpent the 
.interval in drinking, were fo flu:llered, that, being in a 
hurry to follow the king, they heedlefsly carried the lhip 

on a rock, where the immediately foundered. Willianr 

was put into the long-boat, and had got clear of the fhip ;
when hearing the cries of his natural fifter, the countefs 

of Perche, he ordered the feamen to row back in hopes of 

faving her : But the numbers, who then crowded in, 
foon funk the boat; and the prince with all his retinue 

peri!hed. Above a hundred and forty young noblemen, 
of the principal families of England ~nd Normandy, were 

Iofi: on this occafion. A butcher of Roiien was the only 

perfon on board who efcaped u: He clung to the maft, 

2nd was taken up next morning by fi!hermen. Fitz.-

t Order. Vital, P· 85-1-o 
Jleverl. P• 1 ~8"' 

u 'imr Dunclm. p. 242. Alured 

Step hen~ 



H E N R y I. 
- . 

tephens alfo took hold of the ma£1:; but being informed C H A P. 

by the butcher, that prince William had perifhed, he faid, ~ 
that he would not furvive the difafl:er; and he threw him- Iuo. 

felf headlong into the fea. w. Henry entertained hopes for 
three days, ~hat his fon had put into fome difl:ant port of 
England : But when certain intelligence of the calamity 
was brought him, he fainted away; and it was remarked, 

that he never after was feert to fmile, nor ever recovered 

his wonted chearfulnefs x, 

THE death of William may be regarded, in one refpeCl-; 
as a misfortune to the Engliih ; becaufe it was the im

mediate fource of thofe civil wars, which, after the de

mife of the king, caufed fuch confufion in the kingdom: 
But it is remarkable, that the young prince had enter
tained a violent averfion to the natives; and had beert 
heard to threaten, that, when he lhould be king, he 
would make them draw the plough, and would turn them 
into beafis of burthen. Thefe prepoffeffions he inherited 
from his father, who, though he was wont, when it 
might ferve his purpofe, to value himfelf on his birth, as 
a native of England r, lhowed, in the courfe of his go
vernment, an extreme prejudice again£1: that people. All 
hopes of preferment, to ecclefiafi:ical as well as civil dig
nities, were denied them during this whole reign; and 
any foreignet, however ignorant or worthlefs, was fure 
to have the preference in every competition z. As the 

Englifh had given no difiurbance to the government du
ring the courfe of fifty years, this inveterate antipathy, in 
~ prince of fo much temper as well as penetration, forms 

a prefumption, that the Englifh of that age were frill a 
rude and barbarous people even compared to the Normans1 

and impreffes us with no very favourable idea of the An
glo-Saxon manners. 

w Orier, Vital. p. ~6&. x F.'ovcJen, p. 476. Order. Vital • 

. P• '69. Y .Gui, Neub , lib. I. cap. 3• z Eadmer, p. Jio. 
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C H A P, ' PRINCE William left no children; and the king had 

~~not now any legitimate iffue ; except one daughter, ..... Ma--
uz.o. tilda, whom, in H 10, he had betrothed, though only eight 

years of age a, to the emperor Henry V. and whom he 
had then fent over to be educated in Germany*· But as 
her abfence from the kingdom, and her marriage into a 

foreign family, I?ight endanger the fucceffion, Henry, 
who was now a widower, was induced to marry in hopes 

Kin~·s fr- of havina: male heirs; and he made his addreffcs to Adelais, 
COIH1 n .ar- '-' 
riage. daughter of Godfrey, duke of Lovaine, and niece of pope 

1121
' Calixtus, a young princefs of an amiable perfon b. But 

Adclais brought him no children; and the prince, who 

was rnofi: likely to difpute the fucceffion, and even the 
immediate poffeilion of the crown, recovered hopes of 

fubve1ting his rival, who had fucceffively feized all his 
patrimonial dominions. William, the fon of duke Ro

bert, was fiill protetl:cd in the French court; and as 

Henry's connecrions with the count of Anjou were broken 

off by the death of his fon, Fulk joined the party of the 

unfortunate prince, gave him his daughter in marriage, 

and aided him in railing difiurbances in Normandy. 

But Henry found the means of drawing off the count of 

Anjou, by forming anew with him a nearer connexion 

than the former, and one more material to the interefis of 

IUi· that count's family. The emperor, his fon-in-law, dy

ing without iffue, he bcfi:owcd his daughter on Geoffrey, 
the eldcfl: fon of Fulk, and endeavoured to enfure her fuc

ceffion, by having her recognized heir to all his clomi

IJio!:s, and obliging the barons both of Normandy and 

England to [wear fealty to her. He hoped, that the 

choice of this hufbancl would be more agrec:tblc to all his 

fubjecrs than that of the emperor; as fecuring them from 

the danger of falling under the dominion of a great and dif

tant potentate, who might bring them into fuhjetl:ion, and 

a Chron. Sa", p. 215. W. Maim. p. I65. Order, Vital. p. 83. 
• See note [M 1 at the end of the vulumt>, 

b Chron. Sax, p, u3. W. Malm, p. 165. 

~ reduce 



H E N R Y I. 

ttduce their country to th~ rank of a province : But the c H A P. 

barons were difpleafed, that a fl:ep fo material to national~· 
interefis had been taken without confulting them c ; and u 2 8• 

Henry had too fenfibly experienced the turbulence of their 
difpofition, not to dread the effects of their refentment. 
It feemed probable, that his nephew's party might gain . 
force from the encreafe of the malcontents: An acceffion 
of power, which that prince acquired a little after, tended 
to render his pretenfions frill more dangerous. Charles, · 
earl of Flanders, being affaffinated during the celebration 
of divine fervice, king Lewis immediately put the young 
prince in poffeffion of that county, to which he had pre
tenfions, in the right of his grandmother Matilda, wife to 
the Conqueror. But William furvived a very little time 
this piece of good fortune, wh~ch feemed to open the way 
to fl:ill farther profperity. He was killed in a 1kirmi!h 
with the bndgrave of Alface, his competitor for Flan
ders; and his death put an enc..l, for the prefent, to the 
jealoufy and inquietude of Henry. 

THE chief merit of this monarch's government confifis 
in the profound tranquillity, which he efiablilhed and main
tained throughout all his dominions during the greater 
part of his reign. The mutinous barons were retained in 
fubjetl:ion; and his neighbours, in everr, attempt which 
they made upon him, found him fo well prepared, that 
they were difcouraged from continuing or renewing their 
enterprizes. In order to reprefs the incurfions of the 
'\VeHh, he brought over fome Flemings in the year I II r, 
and fettlcd them in Pembrokdhire, where they long main
tained a different language, aml cufroms, and manners, 
from their neighbours. !"'hough his government fcems 
to have been arbitrary in EnglanJ, it was judicious and ~ 
prudent; 2nd was as little oppreffive as the neccffity of his 

c \V, Malm. p. 175· The annals ofWaverly, p. 150, {ay, that the ki~:g 

aikeJ a,nJ obtained the cJnfent of all the barvns. 
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C H A P. affairs would permit. He wanted not c:.ttention to ~he 

~ redrefs of grievances ; and hifl:orians me11tion in parti~u~ 
~us. lar the levying of purveyance, which he endeavoured to, 

moderate and reftrain. The tenants in the king's demefne 

lands were at that time obliged to fupply grati~ the court 

with provifions, and to furnifh carriages on the fame hard 

terms, when the king made a progrefs, as he did. fre

quently, into any of the counties. Thefe exactions wer~ 

fo grievous, and levied in fo lice.ntious a manner, that 

the farmers, when they heard of the a pp roach of the 

court, often de(erted their houfes, as if an enemy had in
vaded the country d; and fheltered their perfons and fa
milies in the woods, from the infults of the king's retinue. 

Henry prohibited thofe enormities, and puniihed the per
fons guilty of them by cutting off their hands, legs, or 

other members e. But the prerogative was perpetual; the 

remedy applied by Henry was temporary; and the violence 

itfelf of this remedy, fo far from giving fecurity to the 

people, was only a proof of the ferocity of the govern• 

ment, and threatened a quick return of like abufes. 

ONE great and difficult object of the king's prudence 

was the guarding againft the encroachments of the court 

of Rome, and proteaing the liberties of the church of 

~ngland. 'rhe pope, in the year IIOI, had (ent Guy~ 

archbifhop of Vienne, as legate in.to Britain; and thougb 

he was the firfl: that for many years had ',lppeared there in 
that character, and h is commiffion gave general furprize ', 

the king, who was then in the commencement of his 
reign, and was involved in many difficulties, was obliged 

to fubmit to this encroachment on his authority. But in. 
the year 1~16, Anfclm, abbot of St. Sabas, who was 
coming over with a like legantine commiffion, was pro~ 

d Eadmer, p. 94• Chron, Sa.<, p, ZJ ~, 

. ~bid~ P· 5~· 
e .Eadmer,_ P• 94.• 
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bibited from entering the kingdom t; and pop.e C1lixtu:;, C H A P. 

who in his turn was then labouring under many difficul-~ 
ties, by reafon of the pretenfions of Gre~ory, an anti- u:~S~ 

pope, was obliged to promife, that he never would for the 
future, except when folicited by the king himfelf, fend 
any legate into England h, Notwithfi:anding this engage-
ment, the pope, as foon as he had fupprelfed his antago-
nift, granted the cardinal de Crema a legantine commif-
fion over that kingdom; and the king, who by reafon of 
his nephew's intrigues and invafions, found himfelf at 
that time in a dangerous fituation, was obliged to fnbmit 
to the exercife of this commiffion i, A fynod was called by 
the legate at London; where, among other canons, a vote 
paffed, enacting fevere penalties on the marriages of the 
clergy k. The cardinal, in a public harangue, declared 
it to be an unpardonable enormity, that a priefi: fhould 
dare to confecrate and touch the body of Chrifl: imme-
diately after he had rifen from the fide of a firumpet: For 
that was the decent appellation which he gave to the wives 
of the clergy. But it happened, that the very next 

night, the officers of juftice, breaking into a diforder-
ly houfe, found the cardinal in bed with a courtezan 1 ; 

an incident which threw fuch ridicule upon him, that he 
immediately frole 8Ut of the kingdom : The fynod broke 
up ; and the canons againfl: the marriage of clergymen 
were worfe executed than ever m. 

HENRY, in order to prevent this alternate revolution 

of conceffions and encroachments, fent \Villiam, then 

archbifhop of Canterbury, to remonfhate with the court 

' Hoveden, p. 474• h Eadmer, p. 12.5. 137, J38. 
i Chron. Sax. P• 2.2_9. k Spelm, Cone. vol. ii. p. 34· 

1 Hoveden, p. 47S. M. Paris, p. 48. 1-Jatth. Wefl:. ad ann. II'Z5• H. 
ltuntingdon, p. 382. It is remarkable, that this laft writer, who was a 

c:lergyman as well as the others, makes an apology for ufing fuch freed om with 

the fathers of the church; but fays, that the faCl: wai notorious, and ought 

'ot to be conc~cd. m Chron. Sax. P• 2.34• 
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C H A P. of Rome againft thofe abufes, and to a!fert the liberties 
~ofthe Engliili church. It was a ufual maxim ~ithevery 

lUlS. pope, when he found that he could not prevail in ?ny 

pretenfion, to grant princes or :fiates a power which they: 
had always exercifed, to refume at a proper juncture the 
claim which feemed to be refigned, and to pretend, that 
the civil magifhatc had poffeffed the authority only from 
a fpecial indulgence of the R:oman pontiff. After this 
manner, the pope, finding that the French nation would 
not admit his claim of granting. invefl:itures, had paffed a 
bull, giving the king that authority; and he now prac
tifed a like invention' to elude the complaints of the king 

ofEngland. He made th_e archbifhop of Can.terbury his 
legate, renewed his commiffion from time to tim~, and 
frill pretended, th_at the rights, which that prelate had. 
ever exercifed as metropolitan,, were entirely gerived from 

. the indulgence of the apofiolic fee. The Englifh princes, 
an(i Henry in particular, who were glad to ~void any im-· 
mediate contefi of fo dangerous a nature, commonly ac
q uiefced by their fil~nce in thefe pretenfions of the c~urt 
o-f R?me *! 

As every thing in England remained in tranquillity,, 
Henry took the opportunity of paying a vifit to Norman
dy, to which he was invited, as well b.y his affeCtion for 
tha.t country, as by hi.s tendernefs for his d:lllghter, the 
cmprcfs l\1atilda, who was always his favourite. Some 
time after, that princefs was delivered of a fon, who re
ceived the name of Henry; and the king, farther to en
fure her fuccefiion, rn~de all the nobility of England and 
Normandy renew the oath of fealty, which they had al
ready fworn to her "• The joy of this event, and th~ 

fatisf:Iction which he reaped from his daughter's company~ 
who bore fucceffively two other fons, n)ade his re!idencG 

1ft See note [N] at the end of the volume. ll W. Maim. p. 177. 
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in Normandy very ~greeable to him 0 ; and he feemed de .. c H A P. 

t~nnined to pafs the remainder of his days in that country;' ~ 
when an incudion of the 1NeHh obliged him to think of II3S• 

returning into England. He was preparing for the jour-
ney, but was feized with a fudden illnefs at St. Dennis le 1ft of Dec. 

Ferment, from eating too plentifully of lampreys, a food 
which always agreed better with his palate than his con-
fritution P. He died \n the fixty-feventh yc~r of his age, Deatl:t 

and the thirty-fifth year of his reign ; leaving by will his 
daughter, l\1atilda, heir of all })is dominions,. without 
making any mention of her huiband Geoffrey, who had 
f?ivcn him feveral caufes of difpleafure q. 

THIS prince was one of the mofr accomplifhed that has and chmc

~llcd ~he Englifh throne, and polfelfed all the great qua- terofHeMy. 

lities both of body and mind, natural and acquired, which 
~ould fit him for the high fiation, to which he att~incd. 
His perfo11 was manly, his countenance engaging, his 
eyes clear, ferene, and penetrating. The affability of his 
addrefs encouraged t~ofe who might be overawed by the 
fenfe of his dignity or of his v{ifdom; and though he 
often indulged his facetious h~mour, he knew how to 
temper it with difcretion, and ever kept at a difi:ance from 
all indecent familiarities with his courtiers. His fupcrior 
eloquence and judgment would have giv~n him an afcen- -
dant even had he been born in a private fiation; and his 
perfonal bravery would have procured him refpcB:, though 
it had been lcfs fupportcd by art and policy. By his grc<!t 
progrefs in literature, he acquired the name of Beau-clerc 

or the fcholar: But h~s application to thofe fcdentary 

purfuits, abated nothing of the activity and vigilance of 
h~s government; and though the learning of that age was 
better fitted to corrupt than improve the underfranding-, 
his natural good fenfe prcferveu itfclf untaintcd both frorn 

~ H. Hunt. p. 3r5. 
'I W, Malm. P:. 178, 

f H. Hunt•i'• ~85 • .M. Puis, p. 50. 

the 
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C H A ~.the pedantry and fuperfl:ition, which were then fo preva-
VI. f I H. "--v---' ]ent among men o etters. IS temper was fufceptible 

,.35, of the fentiments as well of friend1hip as of refentment r; 
and his ambition, though high, might be deemed mode

rate and reafonable, had not his conduct towards his 

brother and nephew fhowed that he was too much dif
pofed to facrifice to it all the maxims of jufl:ice and 

equity. But the total incapacity of Robert for govern
ment afforded his younger brother a reafon or pretence for 

feizing the fcepter both of England and Normandy; and 

"Yhen violence and ufurpation are once begun, neceffity 

- obliges a prince to continue in the fame criminal courfe, 

and engages him in meafures, which his better judgment 

and founder principles would otherwife have induced hi~ 

to rejeB: with warmth and indignation. 
KING Henry was much addiCted to women; and hif

torians mention no lefs than feven illegitimate fons and 

fix daughters born to him 5
• Hunting was alfo one of 

his favourite amufements; and he exercifed great rigour 
again:fl: thofe who encroached on the royal forefrs, whicf\ 
were augmented during his reign r, though their number 

and extent were already too great. To kill a fi:ag was as 

criminal as to murder a man: He made all the dogs be 
mutilated, which were kept on the borders of his foreits: 

And he fometimes depriveq his fubjects of the liberty of 

hunting on their own lands, or even cutting their own 
woods. In other refpecrs, he executed j u:fl:ice, and that 

with rigour; the be:fl: maxim which a prince in that age 
could follow. Stealing was firft made capital in this 
reign u: Falfe coining, which was then a very common 
crime, and by which the money had been extremely debafed, 

1 Order. Vital. p. Sos. s Gul. Gemet. lib. 8. cap. Z9· 
t W. Maim. p. 179. u Sim. Dunelm. P• z31• Brompton, 

'P• IOCO. Flor. Wigorn, p. 6;3. Hoveden) P• 471. 

~as 



H ~ N R Y 347 
was feverely punilhed by Henry w. Near fifty crimin:.\ls c H A P'l 

of this kind were at one time hanged or mutilated; and~ 
though thefe punifhments feeqt to have been excrcifed in II3S,• 

a manner fomewhat arbitrary, they were grateful to the 
people, more attentive to prefent advantages, than jealous 
of general laws. There is a code, which paffes under 
the name of Henry I. but the befl: antiquaries have agreed 
to think it fpurious. It is however a very ancient com-
pilation, and may be ufeful to infhutl: us in the manners 
and cuftoms of the times. We learn from it, that a great 
diftintl:ion was then made between the Englilh and Nor-
mans~ much to the advantage of the latter x. The deadly 
feuds and the liberty of private revenge, which had been 
avowed by the Saxon laws, were fHll continued, and 
were not yet wholly illegal Y. 

AMoNG the laws, granted on the king's acceffion, It IS 

remarkable that the re-union of the civil and ecclefiafl:ical 
courts, as in the Saxon times, was enatl:ed z. But this 
law, like the articles of his charter, remained without ef
fect:, probably from the oppofition of archbi.lhop Anfelm. 

HENRY, on his acceffion, granted a charter to London, 
which feems to have been the firft ftep towards rendering 
,that city a corporation. By this charter, the city was 
empowered to keep the farm of Middlefex at three hun
dred pounds a year, to eletl: its own lheriff and jufiiciary, 
and to hold pleas of the crown; and it was exempted 
from Scot, Danegelt, trials by combat, and lodging the 
king's retinue. Thefe, with a confirmation of the privi
leges of their court of Huftings, wardmotes, and com
mon halls, and their liberty of hunting in Middlefex and 
Surrey, are the chief articles of this charter a. 

w Sim. Dunelm, p. 231. Brompton, p. Jooo. Hoveden, p. 471, AnFJal. 
Waver!. P• 149• x LL. Hen. I.§ 18. 75• Y I .. L. Hen, § Sz. 

z Spellm. p. 305. Blackftone, vol. iii. p. 63. Coke, 2. Inft. 70. 
a Lambardi Archaionomia ex: edit. Twifdcn Wilkins, p. 2.35• 

IT 
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c H A P. IT is faid b, that this prince, from indulgence to his 
~tenants, changed the rents of his demefnes, which were 

l~35· formerly paid in kind, into money, which was more ea
fily remitted to the Excheq1,1er. But the great fcarcity of 
coin would render that commutation difficult to be exe
cuted, while at the fame time provifions could not be fent 
to a diftant quarter of the kingdom. This affords a pro
bable reafon, why the an.cient kings of England fo fre
quently changed their place of abode : They carried their· 
court from one palace to another, that they might confume 
upon the fpot the revenue of their feveral demefnes 

b Dial, de Scaccario, lib. t, cap. 7 • 

CHAP. 

-
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C H A P. VII. 

S T E P H E N. 

Accejfzon of Stephen- War with Scotland-In
Jurreflio1~ in favour of Matilda--Stephen take1t 
prifoner--Matilda crowned--Stephen releaftd 
--Reflored to the crown--Continuation of the 
civil wars--Compromife between the king and 
prince Henry-Death of the king. 

·1 N the progrefs and fettlement of the feudal law, the c H A P .. 
fi . Vlf. male fucceffion to efs had taken place fome t1m~ '--..r--J 

before the female was admitted; and eftates, being confi- 1115• 

dcred as military benefices, not as property, were tranf-
mitted to fuch only as could ferve in the armies, and 
perform in perfon the conditions upon which they were 
originally granted: But when the continuance of rights, 
during fome generations, in the fame family, had, in a 
great meafure, obliterated the primitive idea, the females 
were gradually admitted to the poiTeillon of feudal pro-
perty; and the fame revolution of principles, which 
procured them the inheritance of private cfrates, naturally 
introduced their fucceffion to government and authority. 
The failure, therefore, of male-heirs to the kingdom of 
England and dutchy of Normandy, feemed to leave the 
fucceffion open, without a rival, to the emprefs Matiida; 
and as Henry had made all his vaffils in both ftates 
fwear fealty to her, he prefumed, that they would not 
eafily be induced to depart at once from her hereditary 
.right, and from their own reiterated oaths and engage-
ments. But the irregular manner, in which he himfelf had 
acquired the crown, might have in{hucted him, that nei-

ther 
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CH A P. ther his Norman nor Engliili fubjeB:s were as yet capable 
VII. n._ • rt 1 f '-,r--J of adhering tO a HrlCl: rUe 0 government; and as every 

llJS• precedent of this kind feems to give authority to new 
ufurpations, he had reafon to dread, even from his own 

family, fome invafion of his daughter's title, which he 

had taken fuch pains to efl:abliili. 
AnELA, daughter of William the cohqueror, had 

been married to Stephen, count of Blois, and had 
brought him feveral fons ; among whom, Stephen and 
Henry, the two youngefl:, had been invited over to Eng
land by the late king, and had received great honours, 
riches, and preferment from the zealous friend{hip, which 
that prince bore to every one, that had been fo fortunate 

as to acquire his favour and good opinion. Henry, who 
had betaken himfelf to the ecclefiafl:ical profeffion, was 
created abbot of Glafl:enbury and bi{hop of Winchefl:er; 

and though thefe dignities were confiderable, Stephen 

had, from his uncle's liberality, attained efl:ablifhments 

ftill more folid and durable a. The king had married 

him to Matilda, who was daughter and heir of Eufl:ace 

-count of Boulogne, and who brought him, befides that 
feudal fovereignty in France, an immenfe property in 

England, which, in the difl:ribution of lands, had beert 

conferred by the conqueror on the family of Boulogne; 

.Stephen alfo by this marriage acquired a new connexion 

\vith the royal family of England ; as Mary, his wifes 
mother, was fifl:er to David, the reigning king of Scot
land, and to Matilda, the fidl: wife of Henry, and mo

ther of the emprefs. The king, ftill imagining, that he 

ftrcngthened the interefl:s of his family by the aggrandize
ment of Stephen, took ple~fure in enriching him by the 

grant of new polfeffions; and he conferred on him the 

great efiate forfeited by Robert Mallet in England, and 
that forfeited by the earl of Montaigne in Normandy. 

a Oul, Neubr. p. :f6o, Brompton, P• IOZ3• 

~tephen; 
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Stephen, in return, profeffed great attachment to his C H A P. 

uncle; and appeared fo zealous for the fucceffion of~ 
Matilda, that, when the b2rons fwore fealty to that . uss• · 
princefs, he contended with Robert, earl of Glocefler, 
the king's natural fon, who ihould firft be admitted to 
give her this teftimony of devoted zeal and fidelity b. 

Meanwhile, he continued to cultivate, by every art of 
popularity, the friendlhip of the Engli1h nation; and 
many virtues, with which he fecmed to be endowed, 
favoured the fuccefs of his intentions. By his bravery, 
activity, and vigour, he acquired the cfl:cem G>f the 
barons: By his generofity, and by an affable and fami-
liar addrefs, unufual in that age among men of hi$ 
high quality, he obtained the affeCl:ions of the people; 
particularly of the Londoners c, And though he dared 
not to take any fteps towards his farther grandeur, left he 
fuould expofe himfelf to the jeaioufy of fo penetrating a 
prince as Henry; he frill hoped, that, by accumulating 
riches and power, and by acquiring popularity, he might 
in time be able to open his way to the throne. 

No fooner had Henry breathed his laft, than Stephen1. 

infenfible to all the ties of gratitude and fidelity, and 
blind to danger, gave fall reins to his criminal ambition,. 
and trufted, that, even without any previous intrigue,.. 
the celerity of his enterprize and the boldnefs of his at
tempt might overcome the weak attachment, which the 
Engliih and Normans in that age bore to the laws, and 
to the rights of their fovereign. He hafiened over to 
England; and though the citizens of Dover, and thofe 
of Canterbury1 apprized of his purpofe, ihut their gates 
againfi: him1 he ftopped not till he arrived at London

1 

where fome of the lower rank, infhgated by his emiffaries
7 

as well as moved by his general popularity, immediately 
faluted him king. His next point was to acquire the 

• W. Malm, P• Igz, ~Ibid. p. 179• Gcft. Steph.- p. 91!r 

good 
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c I-t A P • .good will of the clergy ; and by performing the cere.; 
VII. h. . h' . '---v--' mony of ts coronatton, to put tmfelf m po£reffion of 

%I35• the throne, from which; he was confident, it would not 

be eafy afterwards to expel him. His brother, the bi!hop 
of Winchefier, was ufeful to him i1i thefe capital articles: 
Having gained Roger, bHhop of Salifbury, who, though 

he owed a great fortune and advancement to the favour 

of the late king, .' preferved no fenfe of gratitude to that 

prince's family; he applied, in conjunCtion with that 

prelate, to \Villiam, archbifhop of Catlterbury, and re· 

quired him, in virtue of his office, to give the royal 

' unCtion to Stephen. The primate, who, as all the others, 

had fworn fealty to Matilda, refufed to perform this cere .. 

mony ; but his oppofition was overcome by an expedient 

equally diilionourable with the other fieps by which this 

revolution was effected. Hugb Bigod, fieward of the 
houfehold, made oath before the primate, that the late 

king, on his death-bed, had £hown a diffatisfaetion with 

his daughter iVlatilda, and had expre!fed his intention of 
leaving the count of Boulogne heir to all his dominions d. 

\Villiam, either believing or feigning to believe Bigod's 

tcfrimony, anointed Stephen, and put the crown upon 

~d Decem. his head; and from this religious ceremony, that prince, 
without any ihaclow either of hereditary title or confent 

of the nobility or people, was allowed to proceed to the 

exercife of fovereign authority. Very few barons attended 

his coronation c; but none oppofed his ufurpation, ·how

ever unj ufi or flagrant. The fentiment of religion, which, 

if corrupted into fuperfiition, has often little efficacy 

in fortifying the duties of civil fociety, was not afFeeted 
by the multiplied oaths, taken in favour of Matilda, 

and only rendered the people obedient to a prince, who 

was countenanced by the clergy, and who had received 

ci Matth. Paris, r· 5r. Diceto, P· 50.5, C~ron. Dunft. P· 23. 

c Bromptcn, f• •0'-3• 
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from the primate the rite of royal unetion and confe- C H A P. 

. VII. 
cratron r. "-v---1 

STEPHEN, that he might farther fecure his tottering u35. 

throne, paffed a charter, in which he m~de liberal pro-
mifes to all orders of men ; to the cl':!rgy, that he would 
fpecclily fill all vacant benefices, and would never levy the 
rents of any of them during the vacancy; to the nobility, 
that he would reduce the royal forefl:s to their ancient 
boundaries, and correct all encroachments ; and to the 
people, that he would remit the tax of Danegelt and 
refiore the laws of king Edward g. The late king had a 
great treafure at Winchefi:er, amounting to a hundred 
thoufand pounds: And Stephen, by feizing this money, 
immediately turned againft Henry's family the precau-
tion, which that prince had employed for their grandeur 
and fecurity: An event, which naturally attends the 
policy of amaffing treafures. By means of this money, 
the ufurper infured the compliance, though not the 
attachment, of the principal clergy and nobility; but 
not tru:G:ing to this frail fecurity, he invited over from 
the continent, particularly from Britanny and Flanders, 
great numbers of thofe bravoes or diforderly foldiers, with 
whom every country in Europe, by reafon of the general 
ill police and turbulent government, extremely abound-
ed h. Thefe mercenary troops guarded his throne, by 
the terrors of the fword; and Stephcn, that he might 
alfo overawe all malcontents by new and additional 
terrors of religion, procured a bull from Rome, which 
ratified his title, and which the pope, feeing this prince 
in poffeffion of the throne, and pleafed with an ap· 

f Scch ftrefs was formerly laid on the rite of ccronation, that the monkilh 
writers never give any prince the title of king, till he is crowned; though 
he had for fome time been in pofieffion of the crown, and exercif<!d all the 
powers of fovereignty. 

g W. Malmef. p. 179· Hovcdcn, p. 48z. 

VoL. I. A a 

h W • .tvfalm. P• 179• ., 
peal 
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c H A P.peal to his authority in fecular controverfies, very readilv 
VIJ. d h' . • 

'--'v-- grante 1m 1
• . 

u
3

6. MATILDA and her hu!b'and Geoffrey, were as unfor-
tunate in Normandy as they had been in En[;!;Iand. The 
Norman nobility, moved by an hereditary animofity 
againft the Angevins, firft applied to Theobald, count of 
Blois, Stephen's elder brother, for proteB:ion and affifr
ance; but hearing afterwards, that Stephen had got 

poffeffion of the Englilh crown, and having many of them 
the fame reafons as formerly for defiring a continuance 
of their union with that kingdom, they transferred their 
allegiance to Stephen, and put him in poffeffion of their 
government. Lewis the younger, the reigning king of 
France, accepted the homage of Eufrace, Stephen's eldeft 
fon, for the dutchy; and the more to corroborate his con
nexions with that family, he betrothed his fifter, Con

ftantia, to the young prince. The count of Blois re!igned 
all his pretenfions, and received in lieu of them, an 

annual penfion of two thoufand marks; and Geoffrey 
himfelf was obliged to conclude a truce for two years 
with Stephen, on condition of the king's paying him, 

during that time, a penfion of five thoufand k, Ste
phen, who had taken a journey to Normandy, finilhed 
all thefe tranfacdons in perfon, and foon after returned 

to England. 
RoBERT, earl of Glocefter, natural fon of the late 

king, was a man of honour and abilities ; and as he was 
much attached to the interefts of his fifter, Matilda, and 

zealous for the lineal fucceffion, it was chiefly from his 
intrigues and refiftance, that the king had reafon to dread 
a new revolution of government. This nobleman, who 
was in Normandy when he received intelligence of Ste
phen's acceffion, found himfelf much embarraffed con· 

i Hagulftad.·p. Z59• 313, 

2 

k M. Paris, P• s~. 
ccrning 
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cerning the meafures, which he fhould purfue in that C Jf A P. 

difficult emergency. To fwear allegiance to the ufurper~ 
appeared to him difhonow:able, and a breach of !1is oath u16. 

to Matilda : To refufe giving this pledge of his fidelity 
was to banifh himfelf from England, and be totally inca-
pacitated from ferving the royal family, or contributing 
to their refioration 1• He offered Stephen to do him 
homage and to take the oath of fealty ; but with an ex-
prefs condition, that the king fhould maintain all his 
fiipulations, and fhould never invade any of Robert's 
right~ or dignities : And Stephen, though fenfible, that 
this refetve, fo unufual in itfelf, and fo unbefitting the duty 
of a fubjeCt, was meant only to afford Robert a pretence 
for a revolt on the firfl: favourabl~ opportunity, was 

obliged, by the numerous friends and retainers of that: 
nobleman, to receive him on thofe terms m. The clergy, 
.who could fcarcely, at this time, be deemed fubjects to 
the crown, imitated that dangerous example % They 
annexed to their oaths of allegiance this condition, that 

they were only bound fo long as the king defended the 
ecclefiafl:ical liberties, and fupported the difcipline of the 
church n. The barons, in return for their fubmiffion~ 
exacted terms fiill more deftruCtive of public peace, as 
well as of royal authority: Many of them required the 
right of fortifying their cafiles, and of putting themfelves 
in a pofl:ure of defence ; and the king found himfelf totally 
unable to refufe his confent to this exorbitant demand 0

• 

All England was immediately filled with thofe fortreifes1 

which the noblemen garrifoned either with their va!fals, 
or with licentious foldiers, who Rocked to them from all 

quarters. Unbounded rapine was exercifed upon the 
people for the maintenance of thefe troops; and private 
animofities, which had with difficulty been refl:rained by 

1 Malmef, p. 179• m Ibid. M. Paris, p. 51. n W. Malm. 

P• 179• Q Ibid. p. 18o. 

A a 2 law, 
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c H A P. law, now hreaking out without controul, rendered Eng-· 
VII. . d . ] d d n. . 

~land a fcene of unmterrupte VIO ence an evanatJOn. 
1136· vVars between the nobles were carried on with the utmo!l: 

fury in every quarter ; the barons even affumed the right 
of coining money, and of exercifing, without appeal, 
every aCt of jurifditl:ion P ; and the inferior gentry, as 
'"reil as the people, finding no defence from the laws, 
during this total diffolution of fovereign authority, were 

obliged, for their immediate fafety, to pay court to fome 
neighb~>Uring chieftain, and to purchafe his proteCtion, 
both by fubmitting to his exactions, and by affifiing hin1 
in his rapine upon others. The ere8ion of one cafile 
proved the immediate caufe of building many others; and 

. even thofe who obtained not the king's permiffion, 
thought that they were entitled, by the great prin
ciple of felf-prefervation, to put themfelves on an equal 
footing with their neighbours, who commonly were 

aifo their enemies and rivals. The ariftocratic::1l power, 
\vhich is ufually fo oppreffive in the feudal govern
ments, had now rifen to its utmoft height, during the 
reign of a prince, who, though endowed with vigour and 
abilities, had ufurped the throne without the pretence of a 

title, and who was neceffitated to tolerate in others the! 

fame violence, to which he himfelf had been beholden 

for his fovereignty. 

DuT Stephen was not of a difpofition to fubmit long 

to thefe ufurpations, without making fome effort for the 

recovery of royal authority. Finding that the legal pre

rogatives of the crown were refified and abridged, he was 

alfo tempted to make his power the fole mcafure of his 
conduCt; and to violate all thofe conceffions, which he 
himfelf had made on his acceffion q' as well as the ancient 

privileges of his fubje8s. The mercenary foldiers, who 

P Trivet, p. 19. Gul. Neub. P• 37%• Chron. Heming. P• 487. 
Brompton, p. ro35• q W. Maim. p. 18"• M. Paris, P• 5'· 
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chiefly fupported his authority, having exhaufi:ed the C H A P. 

royal treafure, fubfifi:ed by depredations; and ~very place~ 
was filled with the befi: grounded complai,lts againfl: the u36. 

government. The earl of Glocefier, having now fettled 
with his friends the plan of an infurreCl:ion, retired beyond 1137· 

fea, fent the king a defiance, folemnly renounced his 
allegiance, and upbraided him with the breach of thofe 
conditions, which had been annexed to the oath of fealty, 
fworn by that nobleman r. David, king of Scotland, 
appeared at the head of an army in .defence of his niece's u 3&. 
·1 d · · y klh' · d ·h Warwith t1t e~ an penetratmg m to or tre, comm1tte t e Scotland. 

moit barbarous Jevafiations on that country. The fury 
of his maffacres and ravages enraged the northern nobility, 
who might otherwife have been inclined to join him; and 
William earl of A1bemar1e, Robert deFerrers, Wi11iam 
Piercy, Robert de Brus, Roger Moubray, Ilbert Lacy, 
:VValter l'Efpec, powerful barons in thofe parts, affembled 
an army, with which they encamped at North-Allerton, 
and awaited the arrival of the enemy. A great battle 
was here fought, called the battle of the Standard, from z1d Auguft, 

a high crucifix, erected by the Englifh on a waggon, 

and carried along with the army as a military enfign. 
The king of Scots was defeated, and he himfelf, as well as 

his fon Henry, narrowly efcaped falling into the hands 
of the Englilh. This fuccefs overawed the malcontents 
in England, and might have given fome fiability to Stc-
phen's throne, had he not been fo elated with profperity 
as to engage iq a controverfy with the clergy, who were 
at that time an overmatch for any monarch. 

THoUGH the great power of the church, in ancient 
times, weakened the authority of the crown, and inter
rupted the courfe of the laws, it may be doubted, whe

·ther, in ages of fuch violence and outrage, it was not 
rather advantageous that fome limits were fet to the power 
of the fword, both in the hands of the prince and nob]es, 

r W. Malm. p. JSo, 

A a 3 and 
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C H A P. and that men were taught to pay regard to fome principles 
~and privileges. The chief misfortune was, that the pre ... 

P39· lates, on fome occafions, atled entirely as barons, em
ployed military power againfr their fovereign or their 
neighbours, and thereby often encreafed thofe diforders, 
which it was their duty to reprefs. The bi£hop of Salif
bury, in imitation of the nobility, had built two firong 
cafiles, one at Sherborne, another at the Devizes, and 
had laiJ the foundations of a third at Malmefbury : His 
nephew, Alexander, bi£hop of Lincoln, had ereCted a 
fortrefs at Newark: And Stephen, who was now fen:lible 
from experience of the mifchiefs attending thefe multi~ 
plied citadels, refolved to begin with defrroying thofe of 
the clergy, who by their function feemed lefs intitled than 

the barons to fuch military fecllrities '· Making pretence 
pf a fray, which had arifen in court b~tween the retinue 
of the bi£hop of Salifbury and that of the earl of Bfi.tanny, 
he ftized both that prelate and the bi£hop of Lincoln, 

~hrew them into prifon, and obliged them by menaces to 
deliver up thqfe place& of firength which they hCJd lately 

~rctl:ed t. 

HENRY, bifhop of Winchefl:er, the king's brother, 

being armed with a legantine commiffion, now conceived 

himfelf to be an ecclefiafrical fovereign no lefs powerful 

than the civil; and forgetting the ties of blood which 

connetl:ed him with the king, he refolved to vindicate the 

clerical privileges, which, he pretended, were here openly 

$Oth Aug. violated. He affembled a fynod at W efrminfter, and 
there complained of the impiety of Stephen's meafures, 

who had employed violence againfr the dignitaries of the 

church, and had not awaited the fentence of a fpiritual 

court, by which alone, he affirmed, they could lawfully 
be tried and condemned, if their conduCl: had any wife 

merited cenfure or punifhment ~. The fynod ventured to 

s Cui. 'Neubr. F'· ~61.. t Chron. Sax, P• 2-38. W, Malmef. 
P• ~~h u W. Malm. p. 181.. 
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fend a fummons to the king, charging him to appear be- c H A P. 

fore them, and to jufiify his meafures w; and Stephen, ~ 
inflead of refenting this indignity, fent Aubrey de V ere IIJ9• 

to plead his caufe before that affembly. De V ere accufed 
the two prelates of treafon and fedition ; but the fynod 
refufed to try the caufe, or examine their conduct, till 
thofe cafiles, of which they had been difpoffeffed, were 
previoufly reflored to them x. The bilhop of Salifbury 
declared, that he would appeal to the pope ; and had not 
Stephen and his partizans employed menaces, and even 
fhown a difpofition of executing violence by the hands of 
the foldiery, affairs had inftantly come to extremity be-
tween the crown and the mitre Y. 

. WHILE this quarrel, joined to fo many other grie
vances, encreafed the difcontents among the people, the 
Emprefs, invited by the opportunity, and fecretly _en-

couraged by the legate himfelf, landed in England, with ~:1ur~:~lon 
Robert earl of Glocefter, and a retinue of a hundred in favour ot 

d 
. _ fi d l Matilda, 

an forty kmghts. She nxed her re 1dence at Arun e 
caftle, whofe gates were opened to her by Adelais, the 
queen-dowager, now married to William de Albini, earl 

of Suffex; and lhe excited by meffengers her partizans to 
take arms in every county of England. Adelais, who 
had expetl:ed that her daughter-in-law would have in-
vaded the kingdom with a much greater force, became 
apprehenfive of danger; and Matilda, to eafe her of her 
fears, removed firft to Briftol, which belonged to her 
brother Robert, thence to Glocefter, where lhe remained 
under the protetl:ion of Milo, a gallant nobleman in thofe 
parts, who had embraced her caufe. Soon after, Geof-
frey Tal bot, William Mohun, RaJ ph Lovel, William 

Fitz-John, William Fitz-Alan, Pagan ell, and many 

other l>arons, declared for her; and her party, which 

w W, Maim. P• IIJ, M. Paris, p. 53• 
Y Ibid. 

x W, Maim, p. 183, 

was 
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c H A P. was generally favoured in the kingdom, feemed every day 
VII. . d l f h •fl_ '---v---1 to gam groun upon t 1at o er antagonm. 

WERE we to relate all the military events tranfmitted 

to us by contemporary and authentic hiftorians, it would 
be eafy to fwell our accounts of this reign into a large 
volume : But thofe incidents, fo little memorable il'\ 

themfelvcs, and fo confufed both in time and place, co.uld 

afford neither infrruCl:ion nor entertainment to the reader~ 

It fuffices to fay, that the war was fpread into every 

quarter; and that thofe turbulent barons, who had already 

fhaken oft~ in a great meafure, the reftraint of govern

ment, having now obtained the pretence of a public 

caufe, carried on their devafrations with redoubled .fury~ 

exercifed implacable vengeance on each other, and fet no 

bounds to their oppreffions over the people. The caftles 

of the nobility were become re~eptacles of licenfed rob

bers, who, (allying forth day and night, committed fpoil 

~n the open country, on the villages, and even on the 
cities; put the captives to torture, in order to make them 

.reveal their treafures; fold their perfons to !la very; and 

fct fire to their houfes, after they had pillaged them of 

every thing valuable. The ficrc~nefs of their difp~fition, 
leading them to commit wanton defrruction, frufl:rated 

their rapacity of its purpofe ~ and the property and perfons 

even of the ecclefiafi:ics, generally fo much revered, were 

at laft, from neceffity, expofed to the (ame outrage, 

which had laid wafl:e th.e reft of the kingdom. The land 

was left untilled ; the infirurr.ents of hufbandry were de. 

ftroyed or abandoned ; and a grievous famine, the natural 

refult of thofe diforders, affeCted equally both parties, and 

reduced the fpoilers, as well as the defencelefs people, to, 
~he mofr extreme want and indigencez, 

: Chron. s:"· p. 238. W. Ma!rr.ef. p. 185. Gefr. Steph. p. 961. 
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AFTER feveral fruitle[s negociations and treaties of c H A P. 

peace, which never interrupted the[e ddhuCl:ive hofiili-~ 
ties, there happened at lafr an event, which feemed to 1 14o. 

promife fome end of the public calamities. Ralph, earl ' 
of Chefier, and his half brother, vVilliam de Roumar~ 
partizans of Matilda, had furprifed the caftle of Lincoln; 
but the citizens, who were better affetled to Stephe~·, 
having invited him to their aid, that prince laid clofe fiege 
to the cafile, in hopes of Coon rendering himfelf mafrer ·'Of 
the place, either by affault or by famine. The earl of 
Glocefier hafiened with an army to the relief of his 
friends; and Stephen, informed of his approach, took 1141• 

the field with a refolution of giving him battle. After a 2.d Feb. 

violent iliock, the two wings of the royalifrs were put to 
Right; and Stephen himfelf, furrounded by the enemy, 
was at lafr, after exerting great efforts of valour, borne 
down by numbers, and taken prifoner. He was conduct- Stephen . 

. taken pn. 
ed to Glocefier; and though at firfr treated With huma- foner. 

nity, was foon after, on fome fufpicion, thrown into 
prifon, and loaded with irons. 

STEPHEN's party was entirely broken by the captivity 
of their leader, and the barons came in daily from all 
quarters, and did homage to Matilda. The prim:efs, 
however, amidfr all her profperity, knew, that fhe was 
not fecur~ of f uccefs, unlefs fue could gain the confidence 
?f the clergy; and as the conduB: of the legate had been 
of late very ambiguous, and fuowed his intentions to have 
rather aimed at humbling his brother, than totally ruin-
ing him, fue employed every endeavour to fix him in her 
interefl:s. She held a conference with him in an open zd March. 

plain near Winchefier; where ilie promifed upon oath, 
that, if he would acknowledge her for fovereign, would 
recognize ~er title as the foie defcendant of the late king, 
and would again {ubmit to the allegiance, which he, as 
well as the reft of the kingdom, had fworn to her, he 

fhould 
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c H A P. fhould in return be entire mafter of the adminifl:ration, 
~and in particular fhould, at his pleafure, difpofe of all 

n.p. vacant biihoprics and abbies. Earl Robert, her brother, 
Brian Fitz-Count, Milo of Glocefter, and other great 
men, became guarantees for her obferving thefe engage
ments a; and the prelate was at laft induced to promife 

her allegiance, but that ftill burdened with the exprefs 
condition, that 1he lhould on her part fulfil her promifes. 
He then conducted her to Wi~chefter, led her in pro
ceffion to the cathedral, and with great folemnity, in the 
prefence of many bi1hops and abbots, denounced curfes 
againft all thofe who cur fed her, poured out ble.ffings on 
thofe who bleffed her, granted abfolution to fuch as were 
obedient to her, and excommunicated fuch as were 
rebellious b. Theobald, archbilhop of Canterbury, foon 
after came alfo to court, and fwore allegiance to the em

prefs e. 

Matilda MATILDA, that fhe might farther enfure the attach· 
crowned. ment of the clergy, was willing to receive the crown from 

their hands; and inftead of affembling the ftates of the 
kingdom, the meafure which the confl:itution, had it 

been either fixed or regarded, feemed ne«dfarily to re

quire, fhe was content, that the legate lhould fummon 
an ecclefiaftical fynod, and that her title to the throne 
fhould there be acknowledged. The legate, addreffing 

bimfelf to the affembly, told them, that, in the abfence of 

the emprefs, Stephen, his brother, had been permitted to 
reign, and, previoufly to his afcending the throne, had 
feduced them by many fair promifes, of honouring and 

exalting the church, of maintaining the laws, and of 
reforming all abufes : That it grieved him to obferve 
how much that prince had in every particular been 
wanting to his engagements; public peace was inter-

• W. Maim, P• 187. 
Wig. p. 676. 

b Chron. Sax. p. 2.42, Contin. Flor. 

c: W. Malmef. p. 187. 

rupted, 
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rupted, crimes were daily committed with impunity, C H A P. 

bilhops were thrown int<:> prifon and forced to furrender .___:_~ 
their poffcffions, abbies were put to fale, churches were JI41o 

pillaged, and the moft enormous diforders prevailed in the 
adminifrration: That he himfelf, in order to procure a 
redrefs of thefe grievances, had formerly fummoned the 
king before a council of bilhops ; but inftead of inducing 
him to amend his conduCt, had rather offended him by 

that expedient: That, how much foever mifguided, that 
prince was ftill his brother, and the objeCt of his affec-

tions ; but his interefis, however, muft be regarded as 
fubordinate to thofe of their heavenly father, who had 
now rejeB:ed him, and thrown him into the hands of his 
enemies: That it principally belonged to the clergy to 
eleB: and ordain kings ; he had fummoned them together 
for that purpofe; and having invoked the divine affiff-
ance, he now pronounced Matilda, the only defcendant 
of Henry, their late fovereign, queen of England. The 

whole affembly, by their acclamations or filenc~ gave, 
or feemed to give, their affent to this declaration d. 

THE only laymen fummoned to this council, which 
decided the fate of the crown, were the Londoners ; and 
even thefe were required, not to give their opinion,. but 
to fubmit to the decrees of the fynod. The deputies of 
London, however, were not fo paffive : They infified, 
that their king lhould be delivered from prifon ; but were 
told by the legate, that it became not the Londoners, 
who were regarded as noblemen in England, to take part 
with thofe b~rons, who had bafely forfaken their lord in 
battle, and who had treated holy church with contumely e. 

It is with reafon that the citizens of London affumed fo 

much authority, if it be true~ what is related by Fitz-

t W. Malmef, p. 188. This author, a judicious man, was prefsnt, qnd 

f~ys, that he was very attentive to what patfed. This fpeech, therefore, 

pnay be regarded as entirely genuine. 

e w. Malmef, p. 188. 

Step hen, 
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c H A P. Stephen, a contemporary author, that that city could at 

~this time bring into the field no lefs than 8o,ooo combat-

1141· ants r. 
LoNDON, notwithftanding its great power, and its at

tachment to Stephen, was at length obliged to fubmit to 

Matilda; and her authority, by the prudent conduB: of 

earl Robert, fcemed to be efl:ablifhed over the whole kino--o 
dom: But affairs remained not long in this fituation. 

That princefs, befides the difadvantages of her fex, 

which weakened her influence over a turbulent and mar

tial people, was of a paffionate, imperious fpirit, and 
knew not how to temper with affability the hadhnefs of 
a refufal. Step hen's queen, feconded by many of the 

nobility, petitioned for the liberty of her hu!band; and 

offered, that, on this condition, he ihould renounce the 
crown, and retire into a convent. The legate defired, 

that prince Euftace, his nephew, might inherit Boulogne 
and the other patrimonial eftates of his father g : The 

Londoners applied for the efl:ablifhment of king Edward's 

laws, infl:ead of thofe of king Henry, which, they faid, 

were grievous and oppreffive h. All thefe petitions were 
rejeCted in. the mofl: haughty and peremptory manner. 

THE legate, who had probably never been fincere in 

his compliance with Matilda's government, availed him

felf of the ill-humour excited by this imperious conduct, 

and fecretly infiigated the Londoners to a revolt. A con-

f P. 4. 'Were this account to be depended on, London mull: at that time 

have contained near 4oo,ooo inhabitants, which is above double the num

ber it contained at the death of queen Elizabeth. But thefe loofc calcula

tions, or rather guefles, deferve very little credit. Peter of Blois, a con· 

temporary writer, and a man of fenCe, fays there were then only forty thou· 

!and inhabitants in London, which is much more likely. See Epi£1:. 151• 

What Fitz-Stephen fays of the prodigieus riches, fplendor and commerce of 

London, prov~ only the great povetty of the other towns of the kin~dom, 

and i~deed of all the northern parts of Europe. 

i Brompton, p. 1031, h ~ontiu. Flor. Wig. p. 677. Gervare.~, 

P• 1355• 
fpiracy 
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fpiracy was entered into to feize the pcrfon of the em- c H A P. 

prefs; and lhe faved herfelf from the danger by a preci-~ 
pitate retreat. She fled to Oxford : Soon after £he went II4I• 

to Winchefter; whither the legate, defirous to fave ap
pearances, and watching the opportunity to ruin her 
caufe, had retired. But having affembled all his re-
tainers, he openly joined his force to that of the Lon-
doners, and to Stephen's mercenary troops, who had 
not yet evacuated the kingdom; and he befieged Matilda 
in Winchefter. The princefs, bdng hard prefft:d by fa-
mine, made her efcape; but in the flight, earl Robert, 
her brother, fell into the hands of the enemy. This no-
bleman, though a fubjeCt, was as much the life and foul of 
his own party, as Stephen was of the other; and the em- Stephen re

prefs, fenfibJe of his merit and importance, confented to lea~ed. 
exchange the prifoners on equal terms. The civil wat 
was again kindled with greater fury than ever. 

EARL Robert, finding the fucceffes on both fides nearly n4~ 
balanced, went over to Normandy, which, during Ste-
phen's captivity, had fubmitte.d to the earl of Anjou; and 
he perfuaded Geoffrey to allow his eldefr fen, Henry, a 
young prince of great hopes, to take a journey into Eng-

JI43· 
land, and appear at the head of his partizans. This ex-
pedient, however, produced nothing decifive. Stephen 
took Oxford after a long fiege: He was defeated by earl 
Robert at Wilton: And the emprefs, though of a maf-
culine fpirit, yet being haraffed with a variety of good 
and bad fortune, and alarmed with continual dangers to 
her perfon and family, at laft retired into Normandy, 1146. 

whither lhe had fent her fon fome time before. The ~~~t!~u~e 
death of her brother, which happened nearly about the civil wars •. 

fame time, would have proved fatal to her interefis, had 
not fome incidents occurred, which checked the courfe 
of Stephen'~ pr9fperity. This prince, finding that the 

· cafiles 
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t H A P-cafl:les built by the noblemen of his own party encouraged 
~the fpirit of independance, and were little lefs dangerous 

u46. than thofe which remained in the hands of the enemy, 
endeavoured to extort from them a furrender of thofe for
treffes ; and he alienated the affeCl:ions of many of them 
by this equitable demand. The artillery alfo of the 
church, which his brother had brought over to his fide,. 
had, after fome interval, joined the other party. Euge
nius Ill. had mounted the papal throne; the bifhop of 

Winchefl:er was deprived of the legantine commiffion, 
which was conferred on Theobald, archbiihop of Canter

bury, the enemy and rival of the former legate. That 
pontiff alfo, having fummoned a general council at 

Rheims in Champagne, infl:ead of allowing the church of 
England, as had been ufual, to eleCl: its own deputies, 
nominated five Englilb bifhops to reprefent that church, 
and required their attendance in the council. Stephen, 
who, notwithflanding his prefent difficulties, was jealous 
of the rights of his crown, refufed them permiffion to at• 

tend i; and the pope, fenfible of his advantage in con .. 
tending with a prince who reigned by a difputed title, 

took revenge by laying all Stephen's party under an inter .. 

U47· diet k. The difcontents of the royalifl:s at being thrown 
into this fituation, were augmented by a comparifon with 
Matilda's party, who enjoyed all the benefits of the facred 
ordinances; and Stephen was at lafl: obliged, by making 

proper fubmiffions to the fee of Rome, to remove the re-

proach from his party 1
• 

114
s. The weaknefs of both fides, rather than any decreafe 

of mutual anim6fity, having produced a tacit ceffation of 
arms in England, many of the nobility, Roger de Mou
bray, William de Warenne, and others, finding no op
portunity to exert their military ardor at home, inlifted 

i Epift. St. Thom. p. us. 
1 Epift. St. Thom. P• :u6. 

k Chron. W. Thorn. P· 1807· 

themfelves 
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themfelves in a new crufade, which with furprifing fuc- c H A ·p. 

d·r. • d . r VII. cefs, after former 11appomtments an miSiortunes, ~ 
was now preached by St. Barnard m. But an event foon 114S. 

after happened, which threatened a revival of hofl:ilities 
in England. Prince Henry, who had reached his fix .. 
teenth year, was defirous of receiving the honour of 
knighthood ; a ceremony which every gentleman in that 
age paffed through before he was admitted to the ufe of 
arms, and which was even deemed requifite for the great-
eft princes. He intended to receive his admiffion from 
his great-uncle, David king of Scotland ; and for that 
purpofe he paffed through England with a great retinue, 
and was attended by the moll confiderable of his parti-
zans. He remained fame time with the king of Scotland; 
made incurfions into England; and by his dexterity and 
vigour in all manly exercifes, by his valour in war, and 
his prudent conduct in every occurrence, he rouzed the 

hopes of his party, and gave fymptoms of thofe great 
qualities, which he afterwards difplayed when he mounted 
the throne of England. Soon after his return to Nor-
mandy, he was, by Matilda's confent, invefied in that nso. 
dutchy; and upon the death of his father, Gcoffrey, 
which happened in the fubfequent year, he took poffef-
fion both of Anjou and Maine, and concluded a marriage, 
which brought him a great acceffion of power, and ren-
dered him extremely formidable to his rival. Eleanor, 
the daughter and heir of William, duke of Guienne, and 
earl of PoiCtou, had been married fixteen years to Lewis 
VII. king of France, and had attended him in a crufade, 
which that monarch conducted againfr the infidels : But 
having there loft the affections of her hulband, and even 
fallen under fome fufpicion of gallantry with a handfome 
Saracen, Lewis, more delicate than poli~ic, procured a 

divorce 
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CH A P. divorce from her,.. and reftored her thofc rich provinces, 
VII. . fh h cl ~which by her marnage e a annexed to the crown of 

1152 • France. Young Henry, neither difcouraged by theine

quality of years, nor by the reports of Eleanor's gallan

tries, made fuccefsful courdhip to that princefs, and, 

efpoufing her fix weeks after her divorce, got poffeffion 

of all her dominions as her dowry. The lufrre which 

he received from this acquifition, and the profpeB: of his 

rifing fortune, had fuch an effect in England, that, when 

Stephen, ddirous to enfure the crown to his fon Eufi:ace, 

required . the archbi!hop of Canterbury to anoint that 

prince as his fucce£ror, the primate refufed compliance, 
and made his efcape beyond fea, to avoid the violence and · 

refentment of Stephen. 

US3• HENRY, informed of thefe difpofitions in the people, 

made an invafion on England : Having gained fome ad

vantage over Stephen at Malmefbury, and having taken 

tl!at place, he proceeded thence to throw fuccours into 

"Vallingford, which the king had advanced with a fuperi
or army to befiege. A decifive aCl:ion was every day ex

P~.Ct:ed; when the great men of both fides, terrified at the. 
profpeCl: of farther blood!hed and confufion, interpofed 

with the.ir good pffices, and fet on foot a negociation be-, 

tween the rival princes. The death of Euftace, during 

the courfe of the treaty, facilitated its conclufion : An 
Compromile accommodation was fettled, by which it was agreed, 
between the h £h Id 1r. r. h d · h' r·r · king and t at Stephen ou pouets t e crown ctnng IS uet1me, 
prince that jufrice fhould be adminifrereJ in his name, even in 
Henry, 

the provinces which had fubmitted to Henry, and that 

this latter prince fhowld, on Stephen's demife, fucceed to 

the kingdom, and \Villiam, Stephen's fon, to Boulogne 

and his patrimonial efiate. After all the barons had 

fworn to the obfervancc of this treaty, anJ done homage 

to Henry, as to the hei,t of the crown, that prince eva-
cuated 
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cuated the kingdom; and the death of Stephen, which c H A P. 

happened next year, after a lhort illnefs, prevented all~ 
thofe quarrels and jealoufies, which were likely to have Deat~ of 

{i d 
. r. d }' fi . the k1ng. 

en ue m 10 e 1cate a 1tuat10n. 11 54 
ENGLAND fuffered great miferies during the reign of 0 e\ober as. 

this prince: But his perfonal charaC:t:er, allowing for the 
temerity and injufiice of his ufurpation, appears not liable 

to any great exception ; and he feems to have been well 
qualified, had he fucceeded by a jufi: title, to have pro-
moted the happinefs and profperity of his fubjech "· He 
was poffeffed of indufiry, aC:t:ivity, and courage, to a 

~reat degree; though not endowed with a found judg· 
ment, he was not deficient in abilities; he had the talent of 

gaining men's affeC:t:ions; and notwithfianding his pre-

carious fituation, he never indulged himfelf in the exercife 

of any cruelty or revenge 0
• His advancement to the 

throne procured him neither tranquillity nor happinefs; 

and though the fituation of England preven~d the neigh· 

bouring fiates from taking any durable advantage of her 

confufions, her intef\:ine diforders were to the lafi degree 
ruinous and defiruC:t:ive. The court of Rome was alfo 

permitted, during thofe civil wars, to make farther ad-
vances in her ufurpations; and appeals to the pope, 
which had always been firiB:ly prohibited by the Englifu 

laws, hecamc now common in every ecclefiafiical con .. 

trovcrfy P. 

n W. M.::lmef p. t8o. 

~ H. Hunt. p. 39 5• 

VoL. r. 

• .M. PariJ, P• 51. Ha&ul, P• JU• 

C~AP, 
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t H A P. Vllt. 

H E N R Y Ill . • 

State of Europt--of France-Fir.ft afls of Hen· 
ty' s government--Dijputes bstween the ci'Uil and 
eccle)iaftical powers--'I'homas a Becket, arch· 
bijhop of Canterbury --~tartel between the king 
and Becket -- Conflitutions of Clarendon -
Banijhment of Becket--Compromife with him 
-His return from banijhment--His murder 
-Grief--and fubmijjion of the king. 

C H A P. THE extenfive confederacies, by which the Euro-
VIII. • d d r. • '-v---l pean potentates are now at once umte an 1et 111 

1154• oppofition to each other, and which, though they are apt to 
S·ate of 
1:. rope. diifufe the leafr fpark of diffention throughout the whole, 

are at leafi attended with this advantage, that they pre

vent any violent revolutions or conquefis in particular 
fiates, were totally unknown in ancient ages; and the 
theory of. foreign politics, in each kingdom, formed a (pe
culation much lefs complicated and involved than atprefent, 
Commerce had not yet bound together the moft difl:ant 
nations in f-oclofe a chain: Wars, fini!hed in one campaign 
and often in one battle, were 1 i ttle affected by the movements 
of remote fiates: The imperfeCt communication among 
the kingdoms, and their ignorance of each other's fi.tua
tion, made it impracticable for a great number of them to 
combine in one project or effort: And above al1, the turbu· 
lent fpirit and independant fituation of the barons or gr«at 
vaffals in each fiate gave fo much occupation to the fove
rt:ign, that he was obliged to confine his attention chiefly 

to his own frate an.d his own fyfiem of government, and 
was 
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Was more indifferent about what paffed among nis neigh- C H A Po 
VIII 

hours. Religion alone, not politics, carried abroad the~ 
viewi of princes; while it either fixed their thoughts on · 1 154• 

·the Holy Land, whofe conq uefl: and defence was deemed 

a point of common honour and interefr, or engaged them 

in intrigues with the Roman pontiff, to whom they had 

yielded the direction of ecclefiafrical affairs, and who wa! 

every day affuming more authority than they were willing 
to allow him. 

BEl'OR.E the conqucfr of England by the duke of Nor

mandy, this ifland was as much feparated from the reft 

of the world in politics as il fituation: and except from 

the inroads of the Dani£h pirates, the Englilh, happily 

'confined at home, had neither enemies nor allies on the 

'continent. The foreign dominions of William connected 

them with the king and great vaffals of France; and 

while the oppofite pretenfions of the pope and emperor irt 

Italy produced a contirtual intercourfe between Germany 

and that country, the two great monarchs of France and 

England formed.; in another part of Europe, a feparate 

fyftem, and carried on their wars and negotiations, with

out meeting either with oppofition or fupport from the 

'others. 

ON the decline of the Carlovingian race, the nobles, State of 

in every province of France, taking advantage of the weak- France. 

nefs of the fovereign, and obliged to provide, each for his 

own defence, againft the ravages of the Norman free• 

hooters, had aflumed, both in civil and military affairs, 

an authority almoft independant, and had reduced, within 

very narrow limits, the prerogative of their princes. The 
acceffion of Hugh Capet, by annexing a great fief to the 

crown, had brought fome addition to the royal dignity; 

but this fief, though confiderahle for a fubject, appeared . 

a narrow bafis of power for a prince who was placed at 

- the head of fo great a community. 'the royal dcmefnes 
B b 2 .;on-
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C H A P. confified only of Paris, Orleans, Efiampes, Compiegne, 
Vlll. cl h h ' "--y---J and a few places, fcattere over t e nort ern provmces: 
1154. In the refi: of the kingdom, the prince's authority was 

rather nominal than real : The vaffals were accufiomed, 
nay entitled to make war, without his permiffion, on each 
other: They were even entitled, if they conceived them
felves injured, to turn their arms againfi: their fovereign: 
They exercifed all civil jurifditl.ion, without appeal, over 
their tenants and inferior vaffals : Their common jealoufy 
of the crown eafily united them againfi: any attempt on 

their exorbitant privileges; and as fome of them had at

tlined the power and autho1 ity of great princes, even the 

fmallefi: baron was fure of immediate and dfeB:ual pro
tcB:ion. Befides fix ecclefiafiical peerages, which, with 

the other immunities of the church, cramped extremely 

the general execution of jufiice; there were fix lay peer

ages, Burgundy, Normandy, Guienne, Flanders, Tou

loufe, and Champagne, which formed very extentive and 

puiffant fovereignties. And though the combination of aU 

thofe princes and barons could, on urgent occafions, mufier 

a mighty power : Yet was it very difficult to fet that great 

machine in movement ; it was almofi: impoffible to pre

ferve harmony in its parts; a fenfe of common intereft 

alone could, for a time, unite them under their fovereign_ 

againfr a common enemy; but if the king attempted to 

turn the force of the community againft any mutinous 

vaffal, the fame fenfe of common interefi made the others 

oppofe themfel ves to the fuccefs of his pretenfions. Lewis 
the Grofs, the lafr fovereign, marched, at one time, to his 

frontiers againfr the Germans at the head of an army of 

two hundred thoufand men; but a petty lord of CorbeiJ, 

of Puifet, of Couci, was able, at another period, to fet that 

prince at defiance, and to maintain open war again£1;, 
him. 

THE 
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THE authority of the Englifh monarch was much more C H A P. 

fi 'h' ·h. k' d d h d'r. ' h VIII. exten tve wtt m ts mg om, an t e IJproportlOn muc '---v---' 
greater between him and the moil: powerful of his vaffals. JI54• 

His demefnes and revenue were large, compared to the 
greatnefs of his !late : He was accufi:omed to levy arbi-

trary exactions on his fubjeCl:s: His courts of judicature 

extended their jurifdiction into every part of the kingdom: 
He could crufh by his power, or by a judicial fentencc, well 
or ill founded, any obnoxious baron : And though the 
feudal infritutions which prevailed in his kingdom, had 
the fame tendency, as in other ftate3, to exalt the ariflo
cracy, and deprefs the monarchy, it required, in England, 

, ctccording to its prefent confiitution, a great combination 

of the vaffals to oppofe their fovcreign lord, and there had 
not hitherto arifen any baron fo powerful, as of hin~felf 
to levy war againfi the prince, and ~~ord protection to 

the inferior barons. 

WHILE fuch were the different fituations of France and 
England, and the latter enjoyed fo many advantages above 
the former; the acceffion of Henry I!. a prince of great 
abilities, poffefTed of fo many rich provinces on the con
tinent, might appear an event dangerous, if not fatal, to 
the French monarchy, and fufficient to break entirely the 
balance between the fi:ates. H~ was mafi:er, in the right 

of his father, of Anjou, and 'Touraine; in that of his 
mother, of Normandy and Maine; in that of his wife, of 
Guienne, PoiCl:ou, Xaintonge, Auvergne, Perigord, An
goumois, the Limouun. He foon after annexed Britanny 
to his other fiates, and was already poffefied of the fu
periority over that province, which, en the firfi ceffion 
of Normandy to Rollo the Dane, had been granted by 

Charles the Simple in vafTalage to that formidable rJ

vager. Thefe provinces compofed above a third of the 
whole French monarchy, and were much fuperior, in 

(;f'.tent and opulence, to thofe territories, which were fu b-
B b 3 jccted 
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C H A P. jrCted to the immediate jurifdietion and government of-
VIH. . 

'---v---J the kmg. The vaffal was here more powerful than his 

~JS.4· liege lord : The fituation~ which had enabled Hugh Capet 

to depofe the Carlovingian princes, feemed. to be renewed, 

and that with much greater advantages on the fide of th~ 
vaffal : And when England was added to fo many pro

':'inces, th.e French king had reafon to apprehend, from 

~his coniu.t;lClure, fome great difafter to. himfe1f and to 
his family. But in ~eality, it was this circumfiance, 

which appeared fo formidable, that faved the Capetian 

race,, and, by its confequences, exalted them to that pitch, 

of grandeur, which. they at prefent enjoy. 

'I'HE limited authority of the prince in the feudal con

ftitution_s preveJ:lted the king of England from employing 

with advantage the force of fo many ftates, which were 

fubjeCted to his government ; and thefe difFerent mem

bers, disjoined in fituation, and aifagreeing in laws, lan

guage, and manners, were never thoroughly cemented 

i,nto one monarchy. He foon became, both from his dif

~ant place of refidence and from tl)e incompatibility of 

inter fts, a kind of foreigner to his French dominions; 

and his fubjects on the COJ:ltinent confidered their allegi
~nce as more naturally due to their fu~erior lord, who 

lived in their neighbourhood, and who was acknowledge~ 

to be the fupreme head of their nation. He was always 
at hand to invade them; thei.t; immediate lord was often 

~t too great a diftance to protect them; and any diforde~ 
if! any part <Jf his difperfed dominions gave advantages 

againft him. The other powerful vaffals of the French 

Fown were rather pl~afed 'to fee the expulfion of the Eng-: 

lilh, aud were not affected with that jealoufy, which would 

};lave arifen from the opp~effion of a co-vafi~l, who was. 

?f the fam~ rank with themfelves. By this means, the 

king of France found it more eafy to conquer thofe nu

W~~ou,s_ pro~~inc~s~ from England, than to fubdue a duke of 
' Normandy 
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Normandy or Guienne, a count of Anjou, Maine, or c H A P. 

P . .n. A d f d . r. h r. . . VI! I. Olctou. n a ter re ucmg IUC extem1ve terntoiies, "--v---l 
which immediately incorporated with the body of the mo- 115t. 

narchy, he found greater facility in umting to .the crown 

the other great fiefs, which frill remained feparate and in

dependant. 
BuT as thefe important confequences could not be 

forefecn by human wifdom, the king of Fr:mce remarked 
with terror the rifing gr~udeur of the houfe of Anjou or 

Plantagenet; and in order to retard its progrefs, he hac\ 
ever maintained a ftriCl: union with Stephcn, and had en

deavoured to fupport the tottering fortunes of that bold 
ufurper. But after this prince's death, it was too late to 

think of oppofingthe fucceffion of Henry, or preventing the 
performance of thofe ftipulations, which, with the unani
mous con fen t of the nation he had made with his predece!for. 
The Englifh, hara!fed with civil wars, and difguftcd with. 

the bloodfhed and depredat:ons, which, during the courfe 
of fo many years, had attended them, were little difpofed 
to viohl.te their oaths, by excluding the lawful heir f~Ofl\ 
the fucccffion of their monarchy q_ Many of the mofi; 
confiderable fortreifes were in the hands of liis partizans;, 
the whole nation had had occafion to fee the noble qua
lities with which he was endowed r, and to compare them 
with the mean talents of William, the fon o(Stephen; 

and as they were acquainted with his great power, and 

were rather pleafed to fee the acceffion of fo many foreign 

dominions to the crown of England,- they never enter

tained the lca!l: thoughts of rcfifting them. Henry him

felf, fcnfible of the advantages attending his prefent fitua.

tion, w~s in no hurry to arrive in England; and being 

engaged in the fiege of a cafile on the frontiers of Nor

mandy, when he received intelligence of Stephen's death, 

he made it a point of honour not to depart from his enter-

'-'; Matth, Paris, p. 65. r Gul, Neubr. p. 381. 

B b 4 priz<:>, 
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C ll A P. prize, till he had brought it to an iffue. He then fet out 
vm. d · d · E '--..r---1 on his journey, an was recetve m ngland with the 
1 r 51· acclamations of all orders of men, who fwore with ple~

Sth Decem. 
fure the oath of fealty anc allegiance to him. 

"SS· THE fidl aa of Henry•s government correfponded to 
FHirlt a~ts of the high idea entertained of his abilities, and prognofti-

enry s go-
vern ment, cated the re-efiabli!hment of jufiice and tranquillity, of 

which the kingdom had fo long been bereaved. He im

mediately difrniffed all thofe mercenary foldiers, who had 

committed great diforden in the nation ; and he fent 

them abroad, together with W illiam of Ypres, their 

leader, the friend ~nd confident of Stephen s. He re

voked all the grants made by his predeceffor t, even thofe 

which neceffity had extorted from the empref.., Matilda; 

and that princefs, who h~d refigned her rights in favour 

of Henry, made no oppofJtion to a meafure fo neceffary 

for fupporting the dignit~ qf the crown. He repaired 

the coin, which had been extrernely debafed during the 

reign of his predeceffor; and he took proper meafures 
:1gainft the return of a like abufc u. He was rigorous in 

the execution of jufiice, and in the fuppreffion of robbery 
and violence; and that he might refrore autqority to the 

laws, he eau fed all the new ereCted cafiles to uc dernoliilied, 

which had prov~:p fo mq.ny fanCtuaries to freebooters 

and rebels w. The ~arl of Albemarle, Hugh Mortimer,and 

Roger, the fon of Milo ofGlocefier, were inclined to mak~ 

fome refi£laqce tq this falu ~ary meafure; but the approac~ 

P.f the king wit~ his forces foon obliged them to fubmit. 

us6. Eyery thing being re~ored to f4ll trap.quillity in Eng-

land~ Henry we~t a~road lp order to oppofe the attempt~ 

• Fitz -Steph 7 P• 13. M, Paris, ?· 65. Neubr. p. 381. Chron. T. Wykes, 
p. 30. t Ncubr. p. 382. u Hoveden, p. 491. 

· ~ Hpveden, p. 491. Fitz-Steph. P•. 13. M, Pari•, p. 65. Neubr, p. 321, 
JJrpm~fP!l, r• IOfJ~ • . ' ' 
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of his brother Geoffrey, vho, during his abCence, had c H A P. 

made an incurfion into An~ou and Maine, had advanced~ 
fome pretenfions to thofe provinces, and had got poffef- H 51• 

fion of a confiderable part cf them ll<. On the king's ap
pearance, the people returned to their al!egiance; and 
Geo.ffrey, refigning h is claim for an annual penfion qf a · ··· 
thoufand pounds, departec and took poffeffion ot the 
county of N antz, which the inhabitants, who had ex-
pelled count Hoel, their prince, had put into his hands. 
Henry returned to England the following y.?ar : The in-
curfions of the W el{h then provoked him to make an 
invafion upon them ; where the natural fafrneffcs of the 
country occafioned him ;;rel.t di.fficttlties, and even brought 
him into danger. His v~tllg i.a rd, being engaged in a narrow 
pafs, was put to rout: Hmry de Effex, the hereditary 
ftandard-bearer, feized with a panic, threw down the 
ftandard, took to flight, ani exclaimed that the king was 
flain : And had not the p1ince immediate] y appeared in 
perfon, and led on his tr·)Ops with great gallantry, "the 
confequences might have p1ovcd fatal to the whole army x. 

For this miiliehaviour, Efex was a-fterWards accufed of 
felony by Robert de Montiort; was vanq uiihed in tingle 
combat; his eftate was COitfifcated ; and he hin,feJf was 
thrult into a convent Y. The fubmiffions Cif the WeHh 
procured them an accomm•>dation witn England. , 

THE martial d ifpofition of the princes in that age en- u ss. 
gaged them to head their own armies in every enterprizr, 
even the mo!l: frivolous; and their feeble authority m'ade 

it commonly impracticable for them to delegate,_ on occa- • 
fi'Jn, the command to deir generals. Geoffrey, the 
king's brother, died foon ~fter he had acquired poffeffion 
ofNantz: Though he h«N no other title to that county, 

• See note [0] at the end of the volume. x Newbr. p. 383. 

S:Juon, W. HerniP&• P• f91• Y M. Paris, P• j o. Newbr. p. lSJ.• 

than 
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C H A P. than the voluntary fubmiffion or election of the inha-
VJII. b c H I "d 1 . h . '--v---' bitants two years e1ore, enry at c aim to t1 e terntory 
uss. as devolved to him by hereditary right, am] he went 

over to fupport hrs· pretenfions by force of arms. Conan, 
duke or earl of Britanny (for thefe titles are given indif
ferently by hifrorians to thofe princes) pretended that 
Nantz had been lately feparated by rebellion fron his 
principality, to which of right it belonged ; and imme
dia ely on Geoffrey's death, he took pvffeffion of the 
difputed territory. Left Lewis, the Fr~nch king, fhould 
interpofe in the controverfy, Henry paid him a vifit; an4 
fo allured him by careffes and civilities, that an alliance 
was contracted between them; and they agreed, tha~ 

young Henry, heir to the Englifh monarchy, iliould lie 
affianced to Margaret of France, though the former was 
only five years of age, the latter was frill in her cradle. 
Henry, now fecure of meeting with no interruption on 
this fide, advanced with his army into Britanny ; and 
Conan, in defpair of being able to make refifiancc, de
livered up the county of N antz to him. Tne able con
duB: of the king procured him farther and more important 
advantages from this incident. Conan, harafled with the 
turbulent difpofition of his fubjeB:s, was defirous of pro
curing to himfelf the fupport of fo great a monarch;_ 
and he betrothed his daughter and only child, yet an in
fant, to Geoffrey, the king's third fon, who was of the 
fame tender years. The duke of Britanny died about 
feven years after; and Henry, being mefne lord ,md alfo 
natural guardian to his fon and daughter-in-law, put 
himfelf in poffeffion of that principality, and annexed it, 
for the prefent to his other great dominions. 

THE king had a profpeB: of making Rill farther acqui
fitions; and the aCl:ivity of his temper fuffered no oppor
tunity of that kind to efcape him. Philippa, duchefs of 

Guienne, 
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Ouienne, mother of ~een Eleanor, was the only iffue C H A P. 

~f William IV. count of Toulo1;1fe; and would have~ 
ipherited his dominions, had not that prince, defirous of J'S9• 
preferving the fucceffion in the male-line, conveyed the 
principality to his brother, Raymond de St. Gilles, by a 
contract of f~le which was in th_at age regarded as ficti-
tious and illufory. By this means the. title to the cqunty 
pf Touloufe came to be uifputed between the male and 
female heirs ; and the one or the other, as opportunities 
favoured them, had obtained poffeffion. Raymond, 
grandfon of Raymond de St. Gilles, was the reignino
fovereig.tt ; and on Henry's reviving his wife's claim, this 
prince had recourfe for proteCtion to the king of France, 
who was fo much concerned in policy to prevent the 
farther aggrandizement of the Englilh monarch. Lewis 
himfelf, when married to Eleanor, had afferted the jufiice 
of her claim, and had demanded poffeffion of Touloufe z; 

but his fentiments changing with his interefi, he now 
determined to defend, by his power and authority, the 
title of Raymond. Henry found, that it would be requi-
fite to fupport his pretenfions agai_nfr .Potent antagonifis ; 
and that nothing but a formidable army could maintain 
a claim, which he had in vain aiTerted by arguments and 
~anifeftos. 

AN army, compofed of feudal vaiTals, was commonly 
very intractable and undifciplined, both bccaufe of the 
independaJ;lt fpirit of the perfons who ferved 

1
in it, and 

becaufe the commands. were not given either hy the choice 
of the fovereign or fror:n the military capacity and expe~ 
rience of the officers. Each baron conducted his own 
vaffals : His rank was gt;eater or lefs, proportioned to the 
extent of his 'property : Eyen the fupreme command 
under the prince was often attached to birth : And as 
~he military vaffals were obliged to ferve only forty days 



HI S T 0· R Y 0 F E N G L.A N D. 

C H A P. at their OWl\ ~harge; though, if the expedition were 
. VIII. d'fl: h h . 
~ 1 ant, t ey were put to great expence ; t e pnnce reaped 

!159· little benefit from their attendance. Henry, fenfible of 

thefe inconveniencies, levied up.on his . vaffals in Nor

mandy and other provinces, which were remote from 

Touloufe, a fum of money in lieu of their fervice; and 

this commutation, by reafon of the great diftance, was 

Iti.Il more advant~geous to his Englifh vaffals. He im

pofed, the.refore, a fcutage of I 8o,ooo pounds on the 

~night's fees, a commutation, to which, though it was 

unufual, and the fidl perhaps to be met with in hiftory *,' 
the military tenants willingly fubmitted; and with this 

money, he levied an army which was more under his 

~mmand, and whofe fervice was more durable and con

ftant. Affilled by Berenger, count of Barcelona, and 

Trin~aval, count of Nifmes, whom he had gained to his 
party, he invaded the county of Touloufe; and afrer 

~aking Verdun, Cafi:lenau, and other places, he befieged 

the capital of the province, and was likely to prevail in 

the enterprize; when Lewis, adyancing before the.arrival 

of his main body, threw himfelf into the place with a 

~mall reinforcement. Henry was urged by fome of his 
~inifl:ers to profecute the fiege, to take Lewi$ prifoner, 

a·nd to impofe his own terms in, the pacification; but he 
either thought it fo much his intereft to maintain t~~ 
(euda_l, princ~ples, by which his foreign dominions wer~ 
fe_cureil, ·or bore fo much r_efpect to his fuperior lord, that, 

he d~cTared, he would not attack a place defended by him 
in 'perfo~ ~ - and he i~mediate_Iy raifed the fieg~ a • . H~ 
marched lnt'O' N 6rm·andy to protect that province againfi: 

~n ~.ncurfion -which the count of Dreu~, infl:igated ·by 
king Lewis, his brother, had made upon it. War wa~ 
~ow open:ly carti-~CI on between the two monarchs,~ but 

-' • Madox, p. 43S• Cerufeo,. p. 13~r ,' See note [PJ at the ind of the 
vol11me. a Fitz-Steph. p. :u.. Diceto1 P• 531• . ' 

· ~ · produc~d 
~ '-: 7" ... : -:-. :·.1 
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produced no memorable event: It foon ended in' a c~r..:~ c H-A~ P'. 
fation of arms, and that followed by a peac_e,. whith w~s' , v~-~~- , 
not, however, attended with any confidence or gt>od- ·c 

correfpondence between thofe rival princes. · The furtrefs u6o. 

of Gifors, being part of the dowry fl:iptilated to ~~rgar~t 
of France, had been configned by .:agreement {a the 
knights templars, on condition that it fhould be delivered· 
into Henry's hands, after the celebration of the nuptialS? . 
The king, that he might ftave a pretehce for· irnme~ 
diately demanding the place, ordered the marriage to be 
folemnized between . the prince and prihcefs, th~ugli 
both infants b ; and he engaged the grand:.~afier ·of 
the templars, by large prefents, as was generally fuf-
peCl:ed, to put him in poffeffion of Gifor~ c. . Lew!s re; 
fenting this fraudulent conduCt, banilhed' the templat~~ u6r. 

and would have ma'de war upon the king of England, had 
it not been for the mediation and authority . of pop~ 
Alexander Ill. who had been chaced from Rome by the 
anti-pope, ViCtor IV. and refided at that time in F ranQe. 
That we may form an idea of the authority poffeffed by 
the Roman pontiff during thofe ages, it may be proper tq 
obferve, that the two kings had, the year before, met 
the pope at the cafile of 'rorci on the .Loir; and they 
gave him fuch marks of refpeCl:, that both difmounted to 
receive him, and holding each of them one of the reins 
of his bridle, walked on foot by his fide, and conduCted 
him in that fubmiffive manner into the cafi:le ·d. A fpel!acle, 
cries Baronius in an ecftacy, to God, angel!, and mm; ~nd 
fuch as had never before beefl' exhibited to the 'UJorld! . 

b Hoveden, p. 49~· N~ubr. p. 4-co. Diceto, p. Sl:Z• Brompton, 
p. 1450· 

c ~ince the iirfi publication of this hifiory, Lord Lyttelton h:~"J publilhed 
I cory of the treaty between Henry and Le~is, by whtc.h it appurs, if ~there 
was no fecret anicle, that f.I~nry was not ~uilry of any fraud m this tranf· 
atHon. 

rt Tfiyet, P· 4R. 

r HENRY, 
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c H A P. HENRy, foon after he had accommodated his difFerence! 
VIII. . 1 L . b h ' d' . d E '---v--J w1t 1 ewts y t e pope s me tatton, returne to ng· 
u6s. land ; where he commenced an enterprize, which, thougli 

required by founJ policy, and even conduCted in the 
main with prudence, bred him great difquietude, involved 

him in danger, and was not concluded without fome lof; 

and difhonour. 
Difputes be- THE ufurpations of the clergy, which had at firfl: been 
tween the 
civil and cc- gradual, were now become fo rapid, and had mounted to 
c:lefiaftical r. h h · h h h · ft ' Fowers. 1UC a e1g t, t at t e conte between the regale and 

pontificale was really arrived at a crifis in England; and 

it became necefiary to determine whether the king or the 
priefls, particularly the archbiiliop of Canterbury, iliould 
be fovereign of the kingdom e. The afpiring fpirit of 
Henry, which gave inquietude to ~11 his neighbours, was 
not likely long to pay a tame fubmiffion to the encroach
ments of fubjetls; and as nothing opens the eyes of men 

{{) Ie~dily as their interefi, he was in no danger of falling, 
in this ·refpeB:, into that abjeCt fupedlition, which retainecl 
his people in fubjeCl:ion. From the commencement of 
lais reigrt, in the government of his foreign dominions, 

~well as of England,. he had fhown a fixed purpofe to 
~eprefs clerical ufurpations, and to maintain thoie prero,; 

gatives, which had be!n tranfmitted to him by his pre.; 

eceifors. During the fc.hifm of the papacy between 

lexauder and Victor, he had determined, for fome time, 

to remain neuter: And when inf0rmed, that th~ archbifhoP, 

m Rolien and the bifuop of Mans had, from their own 
authority, acknowledged Alexander as legitimate pope1. 

he was fo enraged, that, though he fpared the archbi1hop 
on account of his great age, he immediately iffued order~ 
f.or: averthrowing the houfes of the bifhop of Mans, and 

archdeacon of Roiien *; and it was not till he had deli.; 

e Fitz-Stephen, p~ '1.7· 
• Sec note ( Q_] at the end cf the volume• 

berately 
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berately examined the matter, by thofe views, which c H A P. 

ufually enter into the councils of princes, that he allowed~ 
that pontiff to exercife authority over any of his domi- ub. 

nions. In England, the mild character and advanced , . ' 
years of Theobald, archbifhop of Canterbury, together 
with his merits in refufing to put the crown on the head 
of Euftace, fon of Stephen, prevented Henry, during the 
life-time of that primate, from taking any meafures 
againft the multiplied encroachments of the clergy: But 
after his death, the king refolved to exert himfelf with 
more acl:ivity; and that he might be fecure againfl: any 
oppofition, he advanced to that dignity Becket, his chan .. 
cellor, on whofe compliance, he thought, he could 
entirely depend. 

THOMAS A BECKET, the firft man of Englifh de- Tjune 3• 
horn ~ ~ a 

fcent, who, fince the Norman conqueft, had, during Becket, 

f I . fid bl archbdhop the courfe o a who e century, nfen to any con 1 era e ofCanter-

fiation, was born of reputable parents in the city of Lon- bury. 

' don; and being endowed both with induftry and capa
city, he early infinuated himfelf into the favour of 
archbi1hop Theobald, and obtained from that prelate 
fome preferments and offices. By their means, he was 
~nabled to travel for improvement to Italy, where he 
ftudied the civil and canon law at Bologna ; and on his 
return, he appeared to have made fuch proficiency in 
knowledge, that he was promoted by his patron to the 
archdeaconry of Canterbury, an office of confidcrable 
truft and profit. He was afterwards employed with fuccefs 
by Theobald in tranfacting bufinefs at Rome ; and on 
Henry's acceffion, he was recommended to that monarch 
as worthy of farther preferment. Henry, who knew 
that Becket had been inftrumental in fupporting that refo .. 
lution of the archbifhop, which had tended fo much to 
facilitate his own advancement to the throne, was already 
prepoffeffed in his favour; and finding, on farther ac
quaintance, that his fpirit and abilities entitled him to 

a~y 
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c H A P. any truft, he foon promoted him to the dignity of chan~ 

~cellar, one of the fidl: civil offices in the kingdom. The! 
1 t6:. chancellor, in that age, befides the cuftody of the great 

feal, had poffeffion of all vacant prelacies and abbies; 

he was the guardian of all fuch minors and pupils as 
were the king's tenants; all baronies which efcheated to 

the crown were under his adminiflration; he was entitled 

to a place in council, even though he were not particu

larly fummoned; and as he exercifed alfo the office of 

fecretary of ftate, and it belonged to him to counterfign 
all commiffions, writs, and letters-patent, he was a kind 

of prime minifier, and was concerned in the difpatch of 
every bu!inefs of importance r. Befides exercifing this 

high office, Becket, by the favour of the king or arch .. 

bi!hop, was made provofl of Beverley, dean of Haftings, 

and confrable of the Tower: He was put in poffeffion of 
the honours of Eye and Berkham, large baronies that had 

efcheated to the crown: And to complete his grandeur, 

he was entrufred with the education of Prince Henry, the 

king's eldefr fan, and heir of the monarchy g. The 
pomp of his retinue, the furnptuoufnefs of his furniture; 

the luxury of his table, the munificence of his prefents, 

correfponded to thcfc great preferments; or rather ex

ceeded any thing that England had ever before feen in 

any fubjeet. His hiflorian and fecretary, Fitz-Stephensh, 
mentions, among other particulars, that his apartments 

were every day in winter covered with clean frraw ot 
hay, and in fummer with green rufnes or boughs; lefl: 
the gentlemen, who paid court to him, and who could 

not, by reafon of their great number, find a place at 

table, lhould foil their fine cloaths by fitting on a dirty 

floor 1• A great number of kn-ights were retained in his 
fervice l 

f Fltz•Steph. p. 13. g Ibid. p. 15. Hi!l. O!:ad. p. 9· r4. h P• '5• 
1 J oh a Bald win held the manor of Oterarsfee in A yleibury of the klng i\l 

!occage, by the fervice of findinz litter for the kins's bed, viz. in fumm~r, 
,nis 
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fervice; the greateR barons were proud of being received c H A P. 

nt his table; his houfe was a place of education for the~ 
fons of the chief nobility; and the king himfelf fre- u64. 

quently vouchfafed to partake of his entertainments. As 
his way of life was fplendid and opulent, his amufements 
and occupations were gay, and partook of the cavalier 
fpirit, which, as he had only taken deacon's orders, he 
did not think unbefitting his character. He employed 
ltirnfelf at leifure hours in hunting, hawking, gaming, 
and hGrfemanihip; he expofed his perfon in feveral mili-
tary actions k ; he carried over, at his own charge, feven 
hundred knights to attend the king in his wars at Tou-
loufe; in the fubfequent wars on the frontiers of Nor-
mandy, he maintained, during forty days, twelve hundred 
knights, and four thoufand of their train 1 ; and in an 
embaliy to France, with which he was entrufred, he 
a!l:onifhed that court by the number and magnificence of 
his retinue. 

HENRY, befides committing all his more important 
bufinefs to Becket's management, honoured him with his 
friendihip and intimacy; and whenever he was difpofed 
to relax himfelf by fports of any kind, he admitted his 
chancellor to the party m. An infiance of their famili
arity is mentioned by Fitz-Stephens, which, as i~ lhows · 
the manners of the age, it may not be improper to relate. 
One day, as the king and the chancellor were riding to-. 
gether in the frreets of London, they obferved a beggar, 
who was fhivering with cold. Would it not be very 
praife-worthy, faid the king, to give that poor man a 
warm coat in this fevere feafon ? It would, furely, re-_ 
plied the chancellor; and you do well, Sir, in thinking 

' grafs or herbs, and two grey geefe, and in winter, ftrJw and three eels, 
thrice in the year, if the king ihould come thrice in the year to Ayle!bury. 

Madox, Bar. Anglica, P• 247• 

k Fitz-Steph. p. ~3· Hill:. ~ad, P• 9· 1 Fitz-Steph. p. Jg, z.o. 
:az, 2.3• • m lbid, P• t6, Hill:. Q.!!ad, P• 8. 

VoL. 1. · C c Qf 
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c H A P. of fuch <Yood atl:ions. Then he {hall have one prcfcntly, 
"'~cried theb king: And feizing the ikirt of the chancellor's 

u6~. coat, which was fcarlet, and lined with ermine, bcga1 
to pull it violently. The chancellor defended himfelf fer 
fome time; and they had both of them like to have tum
bled off their borfcs in the frrect, when Bccket, aftera 
vehement fl:ruggle, let go his coat; which the king bt
frowcd on the beggar, who, being ignorant of the quality 

of the perfons, was not a little furprifcd at the prefent n. 

BECKET, who, by his complaifance and good-ht
mour, had rendered himfelf agreeable, and by his indufhy 
and abilities ufeful, to his mafter, appeared to him de 

fittefl: perfon for fupplying the vacancy made by the dea1h 
of Thcobald. As he was well acquainted wilh the king's 
intentions o of retrenching, or rather confining within 
the ancient bounds, all eccle!Iaftical privileges, and a[. 

ways fhowc.d a ready difpofition to comply with them', 
Henry, who never cxpcB:cd any refifiance from that qua·

tcr, immediately iffucd orJcrs for eleB:ing him archbifhop 
of Canterbury. But this refolution, which was takm 
contrary to the opinion of I\1atilda, and many of the rri

nificrs q' Jrew after it very unhappy confequences; aad 
never p1 ince of fo great penetration, appeared, in t)e 
jt1uc, to have fo little undcrfl:ood the genius and chara:

tcr of his minifter. 
r o fooner was Beckct infialled in this high dignity, 

:hich rendered him for life the fecond pcrfon in the kill5-
dom, with fome pretenfions of afpiring to be the firll, 
than he totally altered his demeanor and conduCt, a1d 

endeavoured to acquire the charaB:er of fanB:ity, ofwhi:h 
his former bufy and oftcMatious courfc of life might, in 
the eyes of the people, have naturally bereaved hin. 
w-ithout confulting the king, he imm diately returred 

n Fitz-Stcp!J. p. 16, 

:Epill, St. Them. p. :1rz. 

7 

e II:B.p. i7· P Ibid. p.1J. 

~ Epi!:. St. Thoro .• p. 167. 
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into his hands the commiffion of chancellor; pretending, C H A P. 

that he mufr thenceforth dE:tach himfelf from fecular af-~ 
fairs, and be folely employed in the exercife of his fyi- u6z. 

ritual funCl:ion; but in reality, that he might break off 
all connexions with Henry, and apprife him, that Becket, 
as primate of England, was now become entirely a new 
perfonage. He maintained, in his retinue and attend-
ants alone, his ancient pomp and luff:re, which was ufeful 
to ftrik:e .the vulgar: In his own perfon he affected the 
greateft aufterity, and moft rigid mortification, which, 
he was fenfib1e~ would have an equal or a greater tendency 
to the fame end. He wore fack-cloth next his £kin, 
which, by his affcB:ed care to conceal it, was necefraril y 
the rr.ore remarked by all the world : He changed it fo 
fcldom, that it was fil1ed with dirt and vermin : His u'fual 
diet was bread; his drink water, which he even rendered 
farther unpalatable by the mixture of unfavoury herbs: 
He tore his back with the frequent difcipline which he 
jnfliB:ed on it: He daily on his knees wafhed, in imita
tion of Chrifr, the feet of thirteen beggars, whom he 
aftcnvards difmiiTed with prefents r : He gained the affec
.. ions of the monks by his frequent charities to the con
vents and hofpitals : Every one, who made profeffion of 
fanCl:ity, was admitted to his convcrfation, and returned 
full of panegyrics on the humility, as well as on the piety 
and mortifica tion, of the holy primate: He fccmed to be 
perpetually employed in rcciti t.g prayers and pioos lec
tures, or in pcrufing religiou s dtfcourfes: His afpcct wore 
the appearance of fer!oufnefs, and mental recolleetion, 
and fccret devotion : And all men of penetration plainly 
faw, that he was meditating fomc gre<!t defign, and that 
the ambitron and ofi:entation of his charatl:er had turned 
itfdf towards a new and more da:1gerous object. 

r Fitz-Sreph. p. ~ 5· Hilt, ~ad , p • .xg. 

cc 2 BECKE'I' 
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c H A P. BEcKET waited not till Henry lhould commence thoftl 

~ projeB:s againfr the ecclefiafl:ical power, which, he knew, 

1163. had been formed by that prince : He was himfelf the ag
<e_arrel be-
Neen the greflor ; and endeavoured to overawe the king by the in· 

~~~i:t~d trepidity and boldncfs of his enterprizcs. He fummoned 
the earl of Clare to furrenJcr the barony of Tunbridge, 

which, ever fin cc the conq ucfr, had remained in the fa

mily of that nobleman, but which, as it had formerly 

belonged to the fee of Cante1bury, Becket pretended his 

prcdeceffors were prohibited by the canons to alienate. 

The earl of Clare, befides the luftre which he derived 

from the greatnefs of' his own birth, and the extent of 

his poffeffions, was allied to all the principal families in 

the kingdom ; his fifl:er, who was a celebrated beauty, had 

farther extended his credit among the nobility, and was 

even fupfofed to have gained the king's affections; and 

Beckct could not better difcover, - than by attacking fo 

powerful an interefr, his refolution of maintaining with 

vigour the rights, real or pretended, of his fee s. 

vV1L!.IAM de EynsforJ, a military tenant of the 

crown, was patron of a living, which belonged to a ma

nor that held of the ~rchbii11op of Ctlnterbury; but 

Becket, without regard to vVilliam's right, prefcntcd, on 

a new and illegal pretext, one Laurence to that living, 

vvho was violently expelled by Eynsford. The primate, 

making himfelf, as was ufual in fpiritual courts, both 

judge and p:lrty, i!fued in a {ummary m~amer, the fen

tencc of excommunication ag::tinfl: Eynsford, who com

plained to the king, that he, who held in capite of the 

crown, fhould, contrary to the praCtice efiablifhed by 

the Conqueror, and maintained ever fince by his fuccef

fors, be fubjeB:ed to that terrible fentence, vvithout the 

previous confent of the fovercign r. Henry, who had 

s Fitz·Steph. p. z8, Cervafe, p. 1384. t M. Paris, P• 7~ 

Diceto, P• 536. 
now 
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now broken off all perfonal intercourfe with Becket, fent C H A P. 
. VII!. 

him, by a rneffenger, hts orders to abfolve Eynsford; "---v--l 
but received for an(wer, that it belonged not to the king 1163. 

to inform him whom he £hould abfolve and whom excom
municate u : And it was not till after many remonftrances 
and menaces, that Becket, though with the worft grace 
imaginable, was induced to comply with the royal man-

date. 
HENRY, though he found himfelf thus gricvoufly mif

taken in the charaCter of the perfon whom he had promoted 
to the primacy, determined not to defift from his former 
intention of retrenching clerical ufurpations. He was 
entirely mafi:er of his exten:five dominions: The prudence 
and vigour of his adminifi:ration, attended with perpetual 
fuccefs, had raifed his character above that of any of his 
predeceffors w : The papacy feemed to be weakened by 
a fchifm, which divided all Europe : And he rightly 
judged, that, if the prefent favourable opportunity were 
neglected, the crown mufr, from the prevalent fuperfi:i
tion of the people, be in danger of falling into an entire 
fubordination under the mitre. 

THE union of the civil and ecclefiafiical power ferves 
extremely, in every civilized government, to the main
tenance of peace and order; and prevents thofe mutual 
incroachments, which, as there can be no ultimate judge 
between them, are often attended with the moft danger
ous confequences. vVhether the fupreme magiftrate, 
who unites thG!fe powers, receives the appellation of prince 
or prelate, is not material : The fuperior weight, which 
temporal interefis commonly bear in the apprehenfions of 
men above fpiritual, renders the ctvil part of his charac
ter mo~ prevalent ; and in time prevents thofe grofs im
poftures and bigotted perfecutions, which, in all falfe 
religions, are the chief foundation of clerical authority. 
}3ut during the progrefs of ccclefiafiical ufurpations, the 

"J Fitz. Steph. f• 2.S. w Epill. St. Thom, p. I]O. 
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c H A P, fl:ate, by the refifiance of the civil magifhate, is naturally 
. Vlii. · lr: d . b h h . b '---v---i thrown m to con vu 11ons; an 1t e oves t e pnnce, oth 

u63. for his own intereft, and for that of the public, to pro

vide, in time, fufficient barriers againft fo dangerous and 

infidious a rival. This precaution had hitherto been 

much negleCted in England, ;1s well as in other catholic 

countries; and affairs at lafr feemed to have come to a 

dangerous crifis: A fovc:reign of the greateft ~bilities was 

.pow on the throne : A prelate of the moft inflexible and 

intrepid characrcr was poffefled of the primacy: The con

~ending powers appeared to b armed with their full force, 

and it was natura. to expeCt: fo~ extraor~inary event to 

rcfult from their confliCt. 

Al\10NG their other ~nventions to obtai;: money, the 

clergy had inculcated the neccffity of pennance as an, atone

ment for fin : and h:1.ving again introduced the pra~ice 

of paying them large fums as a commutation, or fpecies 

of atonement, for the remiffion of thofe pennances, the 

fins of the peop1e, by thefe means, had become a revenue 

to the priefts; and the king computed, that, by this in

vention alone, they levied more money upon his fubjects, 

than flowed, by all the funds and taxes, into the royal 

exchequer :c. Tlut .be might cafe the people of fo heavy 

ami arbitrary an impoition, Henry required, that a civq 

officer of his appointment !hould be prefent in all ccclcfi· 

afiical courts, ::md :lhoulrl, for the future, give his con

(ent to every compolition which was made with finneri 

for their fpiritual oHenccs. 

THE ecclefiafl:ics, in th~t age, h~d renounced all im

mediate fubordination to the magifl:rate : They openly 

pretended to ;:m exemption, in criminal accufations, 

from a trial before courts of jufii.cc ; and were gradually 

introducing a like exemption in civil caufes : Spiritual 

penalties alone could be inflicred on their offences : And 

~s the clergy had extremely multiplied in England, ~nd 

::C Fitz.Steph. p. 32. 

¥lany 
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many of them were confequently of very low characters, C H A P. 
. VIII. 

crimes of the dcepefi dye, murders, robbenes, adulteries, '---...r---1 
rapes, were daily committed with impunity by the eccle- u63. 

fiafiics. It had been found, for infrance, on enquiry, 

that no lefs t~an a hundred murders had, Jince the king's 

f!.Cceffion, been perpetrated by men of that profeffion, 

who had never been called to account for tPcfe offences r; 

and holy orders were become a full protection for all enor-

mtttcs. A clerk in WorccH:edhire, having debauched a 
gentleman's daughter, had, at this time, proceeded to 

murder the father; and the general indignation againft 

this crime moved the kin:s to attempt the remedy of an 

abufe which was become fo palpable, and to require that 

the clerk fhould be delivered up, and receive condign pu

nifhment from the magifhate z. Bccket infified on the 

privileges of the church ; confined the criminal in the 

biil1op's prifon, left he ihould be feizcd by the king's 

officers ; maintained that no greater puniihment could be 

inflicted on him than degradation: And when the king 

demanded, that, immediately after he was degraded, he 

fhould be tried by the civil power, the primate a!ferted, 

that it was iniquitous to try a man twice upon the fame 

accufation, and for the fame offence a, 

HENRy, laying hold of fo p1aufible a pretence, re

folved to pufh the clergy with regard to all their privileges, 

which th.ey had raifed to an enormous height, and to de

termine at once thofe controverfics, which daily multi-
• . 

plied, bet :veen the civil and the ecclefiafiical jurifdictions. 

He fummoncd an atiembly of all the prelates of England; 

and he put to them this concife and dccifive q uefiion, 

Whether or not they were willing to fubmit to the an

cient laws and cufl:oms of the kingdom ? The biihops 

Y Neuhr. p. 394· z Fitz-Steph. p. 33• Hift. Q.:ad. P.· 32. 

a litz-Steph. p zg. Hi!t. ~ad. p. 33• 45• Hoveden, p. 4J2-· M, 

Paris, p. 72• Dicew, p. 536, 537• Bromp~on p. 1058. Gervafe. p. 138<\• • 

:Epilt. St. Thorn. p. z.oS, zcg. 
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c H A P. unanimoufly replied, that they were willing, faving their 
VIII. cl . b h' h h "----v--' own order b : A ev1ce, y w IC t ey thought to 

u63. elude the prefent urgency of the king's demand, yet 

referve to themfelves, on a favourable opportunity, the 
power of refuming all their pretenfions. The king 

was fenfible of the artifice, and was provoked to the 

higheft indignation. He left the affembly, with vifible 

marks of his difpleafure: He required the primate in

fiantly to furrender the honours and cafiles of Eye and 

Berkham : The bilhops were ter-rified, and expected frill 
farther effcCl:s of his refentment. Becket alone was in

flexible; and nothing but the interpofition of the pope's 

legate and almoner, Philip, who dreaded a breach with 

fo powerful a prince at fo unfeafonable a junB:ure, could 

have prevailed on him to retract the faving claufe, and 

give a general and abfolute promife of obferving the an

cient cufi:oms c. 

BuT Henry was not content with a declaration in thde 

general terms: He refolved, ere it was too late, to define 

exprefsly thofe cufioms, with which he required compli· 

ance, and to put a flop to clerical ufurpations, before 

they were fully confolidated, and could plead antiquity, 

as they already did a facred authority, in their favour. 

The claims of the church were open and vifible. After 

a gradual and infenfible progrefs during many cen .. 

turies, the mafk had at lafi been taken off, and feveral 

ecclefiafiical councils, by their canons, which were pre· 

tended to be irrevocable and infallible, had pofitively de

fined thofe privileges and immunities, which gave fuch 

general offence, and appeared fo dangerous to the civil 

magiflrate. Henry therefore deemed it neceffary to define 

with the fame precifion the limits of the civil power; to 

oppofe his legal cufioms to their divine ordinances; tQ 

b Fitz-Steph. p. 31. Hill:. ~ad. p. ~4· Hoveden, p. 49Z· 

t Hill. ~ad, p. 37• Hov:den1 p. 493• Gervafe> p. 1385. 
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determine the exaCl: boundaries of the rival jurifdiaions; c H A P. 
VIII. 

and for this purpofe, he fummoned a general council of~ 
the nobility and prelates at Clarendon, to whom he fub- h1 J164· 2.5t an. 
mitted this great a d important queflion. 

THE barons were all gained to the king's party, either <:onfl:it~· 
• ttons of 

by the reafons wh ich he urged, or by his fupenor autho- Clarendon. 

rity: The bilhops were overawed by the general combi-
nation againfl: them: And the following laws, commonly 
called the Conjlitutions of Clarendon, were voted without . 
oppofition by this affembly ct. It was enaCted, that all 
fuits concerning the advowfon and prefentation of churches 
fhould be determined in the civil courts: That the 
churches, belonging to the king's fee, fhould not be 
granted in perpetuity without his confent: That clerks, 
accufed of any crime, fhould be tried in the civil courts: 
That no perfon, particularly no clergyman of any rank, 
ihould depart the kingdom without the king's licence: 
That excommunicated perfons fhould not be bound to 
give fecurity for continuing in their prefent place of 
abode: That laics ihould not be accufed in fpiritual . 
courts, except by legal and reputable promoters and wit
neffes : That no chief tenant of the crown fhould be ex
communicated, nor his lands be put under an interdia~ 
except with the king's confent : That all appeals in fpi
ritual caufes ihould be carried from the archdeacon to the 
bifhop, from the bifhop to the primate, from him to the 
king; and fhould be carried no farther without the king's 
confent: That if any law-fuit arofe between a layman 
and a clergyman concerning a tenant, and it be difputcd 
whether the land be a lay or an ecclefiafrical fee, it ihould 
firft be determined by the verdiCl: of twelve lawful men to 
what clafs it belonged, and if it be found to be a lay-fee, 
the caufe fhould finally be determined in the civil courts: 
That no inhabitant in demefne fhould be excommunicated 
~or non-appearance in a fpiritual court, till the chief offi-

4 Fitz.Stepb. P• 31• 
cer 
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c H A P. cer of the place, where he refides, be confulted, that he 
VIIJ. b h . '} h . . ·~ may compel him y t e CIVI aut onty to gtve fatisfaCl:ion 

. II
64-; to the church: That the archbifhops, bi!hops, and other 

fpiritual dignitaries £hould be regarded as barons of the 

realm ; £hould poifefs the privileges and be fubjected to 

the burthcns belonging to that rank; and iliould be bound 

to attend the king in his great councils, and affifi: at all 

trials, till the fentence, either of death or lofs of mem

bers, be g.iven againfi: the criminal : That the revenue of 

vacant fees fhould belong to the king; the chapter, or 

fuch Qf them as he pleafes to fummon, :lhould fit in the 

king's chapel till they made the new election with his 

confent, and that the bifhop-eleCt :lhould do homage to 

the crown : That if any baron or tenant in capite fuould 
refufe to fubmit to the fpiritual courts, the king iliould 
employ his authority in obliging him to make fuch fub

miffions; if any of them throw off his allegiance to the 

~ing, the prelates fhould affifi: the king with their cen

fures in reducing him : That goods, forfeited to the king, 

fhould not be protetl:cd in churches or church-yards: 

That the clergy fuoult.l no longer pretend to the right of 

enforcing payment of debts contraB:cd by oath or pro

mifc; but iliould leave thefe law-fuits, equally with 

others, to the determination of the civil courts: And 

that the fons of villains :lhould not be ordained clerk§, 

without the confcnt of their lord e. 

THESE articles, to the number of fixtcen, were cal

culated to prevent the chief abufes, which had prevailed 

in ecclefiaftical affairs, and to put an effectual fiop to the 

ufurpations of the church, which, graduapy ftealing ont 
had threatened the total defi:ruction of the civil power. 

~enry, therefore, by reducing thofe ancient cuHoms of 
the realm to ~vriting, and by collecting them :n a bqdy, 

endeavoured to prevent a11 future difpute with regard to 

e Hill. Quadr. p. 11'3. M. Paris, p. 70, 71. Spelm. Con~. vol. ii. 

P• 63. GervaCe, p. 1386, 1387. Wi k'ns, p. 3zr, 
them; 
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hem ; and by paffing fo many ecclefiaHical ordinances in c ~n~. P. 

a national and civil affembly, he fully efrablifhed the '---v---1. 
fuperiority of the Jegiflatufe ;1bove all papal decrees or 11 6-l-• 

fpiritual canons, and gained a fignal vitl:ory over the ec
clefiafi:ics. But as he knew, that the bi!hops, though 
overawed by the pr fent combination of the crown and 
the barons, would take the firfi favourable opportunity of 
denying the authority, which had enaCted thefc conftitu-
tions ; he refol ved, that they fhould all fct their feal to 
them, and give a promife to obferve them. None of the 
prelates dared to oppofe his will ; except Decket, who, 
though urged by the earls of Cornwal and L icefier, ~he 
barons of principal authority in the kin6dom, obftinat~l y 
with-held his airent. At lafr, Richard de BaR:ings, 
gr nd prior of the templars in England, threw hi!llfelf on 
his knees before him ; and with many tears, entreated 
him, if he paid any regard, either to his own fafety or 
that of the church, not to provoke, by a fruitlefs oppo-
fition, the indignation of a great monuch, who was re
folutely bent on his purpofe, and who was determined to 
take full revenge on every one, that £hould dare to oppofe 
him r. Becket, finding himfelf d ferted by all the world, 
even by his own brethren, was at laft obliged to comply; 
and he promifed, legally, witb good faith, and without fraud 
er referve g' to obferve the confiitutions ; an 1 he took an 
oath ~o that purpofe h: The king, thinking that he had 
now finally prevailed in this great enterr,rize, fent the con
ftitutions to pope Alexandu, who then reflded in France; 
and he required that pontiff's ratification of them: But 
Alexander, who, though he had owed the mofr im
portant obligations to the king, pbin1y LTvV, that thefe 
laws were calculated to eihblilh the independancy of 
~ngland on the papacy, and of the royal power on the 

f Hift. ~~ad. p. 38. Hoveden, P• 493• g F:tz-Steph. p. 35• 
l:pift:. St, Thorn. p. zs. h Fitz-Steph. p. 45• Hift. ~ad. p. 39· 

Ge~vafe, p. 1386: 
clergy, 
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c H A P. clergy, condemned them in the firongefl: terms ; abro-
VIII. • 
~ gated, annulled, and reJeCted them. There were only fix: 

1164. articles, the leafi: important, which, for the fake of peace, 

he was willing to ratify. 
BEcKET, when he obferved, that he might hope for 

fupport in an oppofition, expreffed the deepefi: farrow for 
his compliance ; and endeavoured to engage all the other 
bifhops in a confederacy to adhere to their common rights, 
and to the ecclefiafi:ical privileges, in which he repre

fented the intereft and honour of God to be fo deeply 

concerned. He redoubled his aufi:erities in order to pu
nifh himfelf for his criminal affent to the confl:itutions of 

Clarendon: He proportioned his difcipline to the enor

mity of his fuppofed offence: And he refufed to ex:ercife 

any part of his archiepifcopal funcEon, till he fhould re

ceive abfolution from the pope, which was readily granted 

him. Henry, informed of his prefent difpofitions, re

folved to take vengeance for this refraCtory behaviour; 
and he attempted to crufh him, by means of that very 
power which Becket made fuch merit in fupporting. He 
applied to the pope, that he fhould grant the commiffion 

of legate in his dominions to the archbilhop of York; 

but Alexander, as politic as he, though he granted the 
commiffion, annexed a claufe, that it fhould not impower 
the legate to execute any act in prejudice of the arch
bifhop of Canterbury i : And the king, finding how fruit
lefs fuch an authority would prove, fent back the com
miffion by the fame meffenger that brought it k. 

THE primate, however, who found himfelf fiill ex
pofed to the king's indignation, endeavoured twice to 
efcape fecretly from the kingdom; but was as often de
tained by contrary winds : And Henry haftened to m:lke 
him feel the effeCts of an obfrinacy, which he deemed fo 

i Epi~. St. Thorn. p. 13, 14• 

P· IJ88. 

k Ho'ledtn, p. 493· Gervafe, 

criminar. 
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criminal. He infiigated John, marefchal of the exche- c H A P. 

quer, to fue Becket in the archiepifcopal court for fome ~~ 
lands, part of the manor of Pageham ; and to appeal 1164. 

thence to the king's court for jufiice 1• On the day 
appointed for trying the caufe, the primate fent four 
knights, to reprefent certain irregularities in John's ap-
peal; and at the fame time to excufe himfelf, on account of 
ficknefs, for not appearing perfonally that day in the court. 
This flight offence (if it even deferve the name) was re
prefented as a grievous contempt; the four knights were 
menaced, and with difficulty efcaped being fent to prifon, 
as offering falfehoods to the court*; and Henry, being 
determined to profecute Becket to the utmofi, fummoned 
at Northampton a great council, which he purpofed t<> 
make the infirument of his vengeance againfi: the inflex .. 
ible prelate. 

THE king had raifed Becket from a low Ration to the 
higheft offices, had honoured him with his countenance 
and friendfhip, had trufied to his affifiance in forwarding 
his favourite projeCt againfi: the clergy; and when he 
found him become of a fudden his mofi: rigid opponent, 
while every one befide complied with his will, rage at 
the difappointment, and indignation againfi: fuch fignal 
ingratitude, tranfported him beyond all bounds of mode
ration; and there feems to have entered more of paffion 
than of jufiice, or even of policy, in this violent profecu
tion m. The barons, notwithfianding, in the great coun
cil voted whatever fentence he was pleafed to diClate to 
them; and the bifhops themfelves, who undoubtedly bore 
a fecret favour to Becket, and regarded him as the cham
pion of their privileges, concurred with the reft, in the 
defign of oppreffing their primate. In vain did Becket 

, urge, that his court was proceeding with the utmofi: re-

1 Hoveden, p. 494· M. Poris, p. 7!. Diceto, p. 537· 
• See note [R] at the end of the volume. m Neubr. p. 394• 
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c H A P. gularity ahd J. ufiice in trying the marefthal's caufe, which 
VIII. ....., ' 

'---v---' however, he fai , ';."/ould appear, from the fheriff's tefl:i-

1164· mony, to be entirely unjufr and iniquitous: That he 
himfelf had difcovercd no contempt of the king's court; 

but on t~·w contrary, by fending four knights to excufe 

his abfence, had virtually acknowledged its authority: 

That he alfo, in confeq uence of the king's fummons, 

perfonally appeared at prefent in the great council, ready 

to jufiify his caltfe ag<4in£l: the marefchal, and to fubmit 

his conduCt to their enquiry and jurifdiCl:ion: That even 

:!hould it be found, that he had been guilty of non-appear

ance, the laws had affixed a very flight penalty to that of

fence: And that, as he was an inhabitant of Kent, where 

his archiepifcopal palace was feated, he was by law entitled · 

to fame greater indulgence than ufual in the rate of his 

fine n. Notwithfhnding thefe pleas, he was condemned 

as guilty of a contempt of the king's court, and as want

ing in the fealty which he had fworn to his fovereign; all 
his goods and chattels were confifcatcd 0 

; and that this 

triumph over the church might be carried to the utmofi, 

Henry, biiliop of Winchefier, the prelate who had been 

fo powerful in the! former rcit:;n, was, in fpite of his re
monftrances, obliged, by order of the court, to pronounce 

the fentence againfr l imP. The primate fubmitted to 
the decr~e ; and all the prelat~s, except F olliot, bifhop of 

London, who paid court to the king by this fingularity, 
became furC:'tic:s for l im "1, ~ t is remarkable, that feveral 

Normans barons voted in this council; and we may con

clude, with fome probability, that a like praCtice had 

prevailed in many of the great councils fummoned fince 
• the conq uefr. For th con ten porary hifiorian, who has 

iven us a full account of thefe tranfaRions, does not 

n Fitz~Steph. p. 37• 4Z• 

Oervafc, p. 1389. 

o Hi!l-. ~ad. f• 47• Hovecen, p. 494• 
P · itf',-..5teph. p. 3 7• 11 Ibid. 
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mention this circum!lance as any wife finguJar r; and c H A P. 

Becket, in all his fubfequent remonftrances with regard~ VIII. 

to the fevere treatment, which he had met with, never u64. 
founds any objection on a."l irregularity, which to us ap-
pears very palpable and flagrant. So little prccifion 
was there at that time in the gov6rnment and confti-
tution ! 

'TnE king was not content with this fentence, how
ever viol~nt and oppreffive. Next day, he demanded of 
Becket the fum of three hundred pounds, which the pri
mate had levied upon the honours of Eye and Berkham, 
while in his po:ffeffion. Beckct, after premifing that he 
was not obliged to anfwer to this fuit, becaufe it was not 
contained in his fummons; after remarking, that he had 
expended more than that fum in the repairs of thofe 
cafi:les, and of the royal palace at London; expre:ffed 
however his rcfolution that money ihou]d not be any 
ground of quarrel between him and his fovcreign: He 
agreed to pay the fum; and immediately gave fureties for 
it 9 • In the fubfe~uent meeting, the king demanded five 
h ndred marks, w ich, he affirmed, he had lent Becket 
during the war at Touloufe t ; and another fum to the 
fame amount, for which that prince had been furety for 
him to a Jew. Immediately after thefc two cl ·ms, lie 
preferred a third of frill greater importance: He required 
him to give in the accot!nts of his adminifiration while 
chancellor, and to pay the balance due from the revenues 

, of all the prelacies, abbies, and baronies, which had, 
during that time, been fubjeB:ed to his management u. 

~ccket obferved, that, as this demand was totally unex
pected, he had not come prepared to anfwer it; bu.t he 
required a delay, and promifcd in that cafe to give fatis .. 
faction. The king infified . upon furetics; and Becket 

t Fitz-Sterh. p. 36. s Ibid. p . 38• t Hilt. ~ad. p. 47· 
u I.oveden, F· 494· Dicet0, p. 537• 
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c H A P. defired leave to confult his fuffragans in a cafe of fuch 
VIIT. • 

'---v---J Importance w. 

n64. IT is apparent, from the known charaCter of Henry, 
and from the ufual vigilance of his government, that, when 
he promoted Becket to the fee of Canterbury, he was, on 

good grounds, well pleafed with his adminiftration in the 
former high office, with which he had entrufted him; 

and that, even if that prelate had diffipated money be .. 

yond the income of his place, the king was fatisfied that 

his expences were not blameable, and had in the main 
been calculated for his fervice x. Two years had fince 

elapfed; no demand had during that time been made upon 

him; it was not till the quarrel arofe concerning eccle

fiafiical privileges, that the claim was ftarted, and the 

primate was, of a fuddcn, required to produce accounta 
of fuch intricacy and extent before a tribunal, which had 
lhown a determined refolution to ruin and opprefs him. 

'ro find fureties, that he fhould anfwer fo boundlefs and 

uncertain a claim, which in the king's efiimation amount· 

cd to 44,000 marks Y, was impraCticable; and Becket's 

fuffragans were extremely at a lofs what counfel to give 

him, in fuch a critical emergency. By the advice of the 

bi!hop of Winchefter he offered two thoufand marks as a 

general fatisfatl:ion for all demands : But this offer was 

rejetl:ed by the king z. Some prelates exhorted him to 

refign his fee, on condition of receiving an acquittal: 

Others were of opinion, that he ought to fubmit himfelf 

entirely to the king's mercy a: But the primate, thus 

puf}:lcd to the utmoft, had too much courage to fink un· 

cler oppreilion : He determined to brave all his enemies, 
to truft to the facrednefs of his charaCl:er for proteB:ion, 

to involve his caufe with that of God and religion,~ and 

to ftand the utmofi efforts of royal indignation, 

w Fitz.Steph. p.'38. 
St. Thorn. p. 315. 

J>• 39· Gervafe, p. I 390. 

x Hoveden, p. 49 5, 
z Fitz.Steph. P• 38. 

y Epifl. 
a Fitz•>teph. 
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AFTER a few days, fpent in deliberation, Becket wentC H A P. 

to church, and faid mafs, where he had previou!ly ordered,~ 
that the introit to the communion fervice ihould begin 1164. 

with thefe words, Princes fat and fpake againjl me; the 
paffage appointed for the martyrdom of St. Stcphen, whom 
the primate thereby tacitly pr;:>tended to refemble in his 
fufferings for the fake of righteoufnefs. He went thence 
to court arrayed in his facred vcftments: As foon as he 
arrived within the palace-gate he took the crofs into his 
own hands, bore it aloft as his proteCtion, and marched 
in that pofiure into the royal apartments b. The king, 
who was in an inner room, was aftonilhed at this parade, 
by which the primate feemed to menace him and his court 
with the fentence of excommunication; and he fent fame 
of the prelates to remonfirate with him on account of fuch 
audacious behaviour. Thefe prelates complained to Bec-
ket, that, by fubfcribing, himfdf, to the confritutions of 
Clarendon, he had feduced them to imitate his example; 
and that now, when it was too late, he pretended to 
lhake off all fubordination to the civil power, and ap-
peared defirous of involving them in the guilt, which mufl: 
attend any violation of thofe laws, efiablifhed by their 
confent and ratified by their fubfcriptions c. Becket re-
plied, that he had indeed fubfcribed the confiitutions of 
Clarendon, legally, with good faith, and witbout fraud or 
referve; but in thefe words was virtually implied a falvo 
for the rights of their order, vvhich, being conneCted with 
the caufe of God and his church, could never be re1in ... 
quiihed by their oaths and engagements: That if he and 
they had erred, in rcfigning the ecclefiafiical privileges, 
the bcfi atonement they could now make was to retract 
their conf.~nt, which in fuch a cafe could never be obli-
gatory, and to follow the pope's authority, who had fo-

b Fitz Steph. p. 4~. Hill:, ~J.L p. 53• Hoveden, p. 404-, Neubr. 
p. 3~4· Epill:, St. Tbom. P· 43• c Fitz -Steph. p. 35• 
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C H A P. lemnly annulled the conftitutions of Clarendon, and had 

~ abfolved them from all oaths which they had taken to 

I 164. obferve them : That a determined rcfolution was evi

dently embraced to opprefs the church; the fiorm had 

:firfr broken upon him ; for a flight offence1 and which 

too was fa1fely imputed to him, he had been tyrannically 

condemned to a grievous penalty; a new and unheard-of 

claim was fince fiarted, in which he could expeCt no 

jufrice; and he plainly faw, that he was the defbned 

:victim, who, by his ruin, mufi prepare the way for the 

abrogation of all fpiritual immunities: That he fhittly 
inhibited them who were his fuffragans, from affi!l:ing 

at any fuch trial, or giving their fanClion to any fentencc 

againfr him; he put himfelf and his fee under the 

proteCtion of the fupreme pontiff; and appealed to 

him againfr any penalty, whi~h his iniquitous judges 

might think proper to inflict upon him: And that how

ever terrible the indignation of fo great a mo.t,larch a5 

Henry, his fword could only kill the body ; while that of 

the church~ entrufied into the hands of the primate, could 

kill the foul., and throw the difobedient into infinite and 

eternal perdition d. 

APPEALS to the pope, even in ecclefia-!l:ical caures, had 

been aboli£hed by the confritutions of Clarendon, and 

were become criminal by law; but an appeal in l ci\·iJ 

caufe, fuch :as the king's demand upon Bccket, was a 

praCtice altogether new and unprecedented; tended di

rectly to the fubverfion of the government; and could 

receive no colour of excufe, except from the determine& 

refolution, which was but too apparent, in Henry and 

the great council, to effeCtuate, without jufrice, but un

cer colour of law,. the total ruin of the inflexible pri-

d Fitz-Steph. p. 4'· 4~, 45• 46. Hill. ~ad, p. 57• Hoveden, P• 4'95• 
M. Paris, P·1Z• Epifr. St, Thomr P• 45• 195• 



1-I E N R Y IT. 

mate. The king, having now obtained a pretext fo much C H A P. 

more plaufiblefor his violence, would probably have pu!hed ~ 
the affair to the utmofl: extremity againfl: him; but Becket u64, 

gave him no leifure to conduct the profecution. He re-

fufed fo much as to hear the fentence, which the barons, 

fitting apart from the bi!hops, and joined to fome fheriffs 

and barons of the fecond rank e, had given upon the 

king's claim : He departed from the palace; afked Hen- Bani11lment 
of Decket. 

ry's immediate permiffion to leave Northampton ; and 

upon meeting with a refufal, he withdrew fecretly; wan-

dered about in difguife for fame time ; and at lafl: took 

fhipping and arrived fafely at Gravelines. 
THE violent and unjufl: profecution of Bccket, had a 

natural tendency to turn the public favour on his fide, 

and to make men overlook his former ingratitude towards 

the king, and his departure from all oaths and engage

ments, as well as the enormity of thofe ecclefiaftical pri
vileges, of which he affeCl:ed to be the cham:_:>ion. There 
were many other reafons, which procured him counte

nance and protection in foreign countries. Philip, earl 

of Flanders f, and Lewis, king of France g' jealous of 

the riftng grcatnefs of Henry, were well pleafed to give 

him difturbance in his government; and forgetting that 

this was the co_mrnon caufe of princes, they afFected to 

pity extremely the condition of the exiled primate; and the 

latter even honoured him with a vi fit at Soiuons, in which 
city he had invited him to fix his rdidcnce h. The pope, 

whofe interefis were more immediately concerned in [up

parting him, gave a cold reception to a magnificent embafly, 

which Henry fent to accule h :m; while Bccket himfelf, 

• Fitz·Steph. p. 46. This hill:orian is fuppof~d to me.An the more confi

derable vaffals of the ch ief barons: Thelc had no t itle to fit in the great coun• 

cil, and the giving them a place there was a p3lpable ir•egular:ty: Which 

· however is not infified on in arr; cf Beck=t's rem onHrances. A farther proof 

how little fixed the c~nll:itntion wa< at that t:me! f Epilt. St. 

Thom: P• 3S• & Ib id. p. 36, 37· h Hifi, ~ad, p. 76. 

D d 2 who 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

c H A P. who had come to Sens, in order to jufiify his caufe b...., 
VIII. .. 

'---v---J fore the fovereign pontiff, was receive . with the greatelt 
1164· marks of difiinCl:ion. The king, in revenge, fequefiered 

the revenues of Canterbury; and by a conduCt, which 

might be eH:eemed arbitrary, had there been at that time 

any regular check on royal authority, he banilhed all the. 

primate's relations and domefiics, to the number of four 

hundred, whom he obliged to fwear, before their depar

ture, that they would inftantly join their patron. Bu.t 

this policy, by which Henry endeavoured to reduce Becket 

fooner to neceffity, lof!: its efFeCt:: The pope, when they 

arrived beyond fea, abfolved them from their oath, and dif

tributed them among the convents in France and. Flanders: 

A refidence was affigned to Becket himfelf in the convent 

of Pontigny; where he lived for fome years in great mag

nificence, partly from a penfion granted him on the re

venues of that abbey, partly from remittances made him 

by the French monarch. 

1165 THE more to ingratiate himfelf with the pope, Becket 

refigned into his hands the fee of Canterbury, to which; 

he affirmed, he had been uncanonically cleCI:ed, by the 

authority of the royal mandate; and Alexander in his 

turn, befides invefiing him anew with that dignity, pre

tended to abrogate by a bull the fentence, which the 

gre:1t council of Enghnd had pafied againfi him. Henry, 

after attempting in vain to procure a conference with th~ 

pope, who departed foon after for Rome-, whither the 

prorperous fiate of his afrairs now invited him; made 

provifions againfi the confequences of that breach, which 

impended between his kingdom and the apcfiolic lee. 

He ifTued orJcrs to his jufl:iciarics, inhibiting, under fe .. 

vcre penalties, all appeals to the pope or archbifhop; for~ 

hiddin6 any one to receive any mand::ttcs from them, or 

apply in any cafe to th~ir authority; declaring it treafon-
able 
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able to bring from either of them an interdict upon the C H A P. 

kingdom, and punilhable in fecular clergymen, by the ~ 
lofs of their eyes and by cafiration, in regulars by am- u6s. 

putation of their feet, and in laics with death; and 

menacing with fequefiration and banilhment the perfons 

themfelves, as well as their kindred, who fhould pay 

obedience to any fuch interdict : And he farther obliged 
all his fubjects to [wear to the obfervance of thofe orders i. 
Thefe were edicts of the utmofr importance, affected the 
l-ives and properties of all the fubjects, and even changed, 
for the time, the national religion, by breaking ofF all 
communication with Rome: Yet were they enacted by 
the foie authority of the king, and were derived entirely 

from his will and pleafure. 

THE fpiritual powers, which, in the primitive church, 

Vlere, in a great meafure, dependant on the civil, had, 

by a gradual progrefs, reached an equality and independ

a,n.ce; and though the limits of the two jurifdictions were 

difficult to afcertain or define, it was not impoffible, but, 

'by moderation on both fides, government might frill have 
been conducted, in that imperfect and irregular manner 

which attends all human infritutions. But as the igno

rance of the age encouraged the eccle!.iafiics daily to ex
tend their privileges, and even to advance maxims totally 

incompatible with civil government k; Henry had thought 

it high time to put an end to their prctenfions, and form

ally, in a public council, to fix thofc powers which 
belonged to the magifhate, and \-vhich he wa3 for the 

future determined to maintain. In this attempt, he was 

led to re-db.bli!h cufioms, which, though ancient, were 
Leginning to be abolifhcd hy a contra1 y practice, and 

which were !lill more frrongly oppofrd by the prevaili11g 

i Hill:. Q:1ad p. 83. 167. Hovedrn, p. 4~6. M. PJr:s, P• 73· 
k ~is dJ,bitct, i~ys Beck et to the kit•g, JacerdotrJ Cl r~ili r:q;11m et pri,.,ci • 

f'Mti rm.t;iumque jid.dium pM: cs et m.·giflros w!}it i. l:pill, St. Thorn. 

f• 97• 148• 
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C H A P ·opinions a.od fen timen ts of the age. P.rinci plc, therefore, 
VIII. 

'--v---'ftood on the one fide; power on the other; and if the 

u6s. Englifh had been aauated by confcience, more than by. 
prefent interefr, the controverfy mufr foon, by the gene

ral defeCtion of Henry's fubjeB:s, have been decided 

again!l: him. Becket, in order to forward this event, 

filled all places with exclamations againft the violence 

~hich he had fuffered. He compared himfelf to Chrift, 

who had been condemned by a lay tribunal 1, and who 

was crucified anew in the prefent oppreffions under 

which his church laboured : He took it for granted, as 

a point incontefrible, that his caufe was the caufe of 

God m : He affumed the charaCter of champion for the 

patrimony of the divinity: He pretended to be the fpiritual 

father of the king and all the people of England n: He 
even told Henry, that kings reign folely by the authority 

of the church 0 : And though he had thus torn off the 

veil more openly on the one fide, than that prince had on 

the other, he feemed frill, from the, general favour borne 

him by the ecclcfiafrics, to have all the advantage in 

~he argument. Th~ king, that he might employ the 

weapons of temporal power remaining in his hands, 

fufpended the payment of Peter's-pcnce; he made ad

V<:lnces towards an alliance with the emperor, Frederic 

Barbaroffa, who was at that time eno-aged in violent wars 
. 0 

with pope Alexander; he difcovered fome intentions of 

acknowledgirg Pafcai III. the prefent anti-pope, who 

w~s proteCted by that emperor; ancl by thcfe expedients 

he endeavoured to terrify the enterprifing~ though pru

~lent pontiff, from proceeding to extremities againft him. 

I Efill. St. Thorr:. P· 63. ro5. I9+• Ill Jbid. p. 29, 3o, 3'• 2z~. 
n Fitz-S~eph. p. 46. :Epifr. St. fhom. p. 52• I<l8· o Brady's 

Appt'nd. Ko 56. fpi~. St. Th001. p. 9h 95· 97· 99· 197• Hoveden, 

P· 497· 
Bur 
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BuT the violence of Becket, frill more than the na· c H A P. 
Vlii. 

ture of the controverfy, kept affairs from remaining long~ 

in fufpence between the parties. That prelate, infi:igate4 u66,. 

by revenge, and animated by the prefent glory attending 

his fituation, pulhed matters to a decifion, and iffued 

a ccnfure, excommunicating the king's chief mini-

·iters by name, and comprehending in general all thofe 

who favoured or obeyed the confi:itutions of Clarendon : 

'rhefe confi:itutions he abrogated and annulled; he ab-

folved all men from the oaths which they had taken to 

obferve them; and he fufpended the fpiritual thunder 

over Henry himfelf, only that the prince might avoid the 

blow by a timely repentance P • 

... THE fituation of Henry was fo unhappy, that he could 
employ no expedient for faving his minifters from this: 

terrible cenfure, but by appealing to the pope himfelf, 

.ancl having recourfc to a tribunal, whofe authority he had 

himfelf attempted to abridge in this very article of appeals, 

-and which, he knew, was fo deeply engaged on the fide 

.of his advcrfary. But even this expedient was not likely 

to be long effetl:ual. Becket had obtained fr01n the pope 

a legantine C·ommiffion over England; and in virtue of 

that authority, which admitted of no appeal, he fum
moned the bifhops of London, Sali!bury, and others, to 

attend him, and ordered, under pain of cxcommuni

.cation, the ecdefiafi:ics, fequefi:cred on his account, to 

be refi:ored in two months to aH their benefices. But 

John of Oxford, the king's agent with the pope, had 

the addrefs to procure orders for fllfpending this fentence; 

and he gave the pontiff' fuch hopes of a fpeedy recon

cilement between the king and Becket, that two legates, 

\Villiam of Pavia and Otho, were fent to Normandy~ 
where the king then refidcd, and they endeavoured to find 

P Fitz-Steph. p. 56. Hifr. Q!:a~. p. 93· M. Paris, p. 74· Eeaulicu 

y:e de St, Thom. r. 213· :E!iift. Thorn. 1'· '49· z29. Ho-:.reden, P· 499· 

Dd4 e~pedient~ 
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c H A P. expedients for that purpofe. But the pretenfions of the 
VlJT. 

"--v---1 parties were, as yet, too oppofite to admit of an accom~ 
u66. modation: The king required, that all the confritutions 

of Clarendon !hould be ratified : Becket, that previoufly 
to any agreement, he and his adherents iliould be refi:ored 
to their poffeffions : And as the legates had no power to 
pronounce a d:::finitive fcntence on either fide, the nego
tiation foori after came to nothing. The cardinal of 
Pavia alfo, being much attached to Henry, took care to 
protracr the negotiation ; to mitigate the pope,. by the 
accounts which he fent of that prince's conduCl:; and to 
procure him every poffible indulgence from the fee of 
Rome. About this time, the king had alfo the addrefs to 
obtain a difpenfation for the marriage of his third fon, 
Geotfrey, with the heircfs of Britanny; a conceffion2 

which, confidering Henry's demerits towards the church, 
gave great fcandal both to Becket, and to his zealous 
patron, the king of F ranee. 

u61. THt: intricacies of the feudal law had, in that age~ 
rendered the boundaries of power between the prince anq 
his vaffals, and between one prince and another, as un
certain as thofe between the crown and the mitre; and 
all wars took their origin from difputes, which, had 
there been any tribunal po{feffed of power to enforce their 
decrees, ought to have been decided only before a court 
of juclicatur~. l{enry, in profccution of fome coQtro ... 
verfies, in which he was involved with the count of 
Auvergne, a vaff~l of the dutchy of Guienne, had invad
ed the territories of that nobleman; who had recourfe to 
the king of F ranee, his fu perior lord, for proteCtion, and 
thereby kindled a war between the two monarchs. B~t 
this war was, as ufual, no lcfs feeble in its operations, 
th::n it was frivolous in its caufe and ohjcCl:; and after 
Qccafi.oning fome m4tual depred4~ions q' and feme infurr~c ... 

•: Hov~<len, r· 517. M. Pari•, p. 75• D{~eto, p. S47• Gervale• 
p. r.;o~, l-J-03· Reoert de J'.Lntc. -
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tions among the barons of PoiCl:ou and Guicnne, was c H A P. 
. T . VIII. 

term mated by a peace. he terms of thts peace were~ 
{ather difadvantageous to Henry, and prove, that that u67. 

prince had, by n:afon of his contefl: with the church, loft 
the fuperiority, which he had hitherto maintained over 
the crown of France: An additional motive to him for 
accommodating thofe differences. 

THE pope and the king began at lafl: to perceive, that 

in the prefent fituation of affairs, neither of them could 
cxpeCl: a final and decifive viCl:ory over the other, al1d 
that they had more to fear than to hope from the duration 

of the controverfy. Though the vigour of Henry's 
government had confirmed his authority in all his domi
nions, his throne might be fhaken by a fentence of 
excommunication; and if England itfelf could, by its 
fituation, be more ealily guarded againfi: the contagion 

of fuperfiitious prejudices, his French provinces at leafl:1 

whofe communication was open with the neighbouring 
fl:atcs, would be much cxpofed, on that account, to fome 
great revolution or convulfion r. He could not, there
fore, reafonably imagine, that the pope, while he retain
ed fuch a check upon him, wo:.Ild formally recognize 
the confiitutions of Clarendon, which both put an end 
to papal pretenfions in England, and would give an ex
ample to other fiates of affertin6 a like independancy s. 

Pope Alexander, on the other hand, being fiill engaged 
in dangerous \Vars with the emperor Frederic, might 
jufi:ly apt-wehcnd, th::tt Henry, rather than relinquilh 
claims of fuch importance, would join the party of his 
enemy; md as the trials hitherto made of the fpiritua~ 

\'\'capons by Beckct had not fucceedcd to his expeCta
tion, and every thing had remained quiet in all the king's 
do:ninion t: , n6thing fcemed impoffible to the capacity and 

vigilance of fo great a monarch. The difpofition of 

r :Epilt. St. Thom. p. z :o. • Ibi.d. p. z j6. 
minds 
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c H A P. minds on both fides, refulting from thefe circumfiances, 
VIII. 

'----v---1 produced frequent attempts towards an accommodation; 
u68. 

Ix6g. 

but as both parties knew, that the effential articles of 
the difpute could not then be terminated, they entertained 

a perpetual jealoufy of each other, and were anxious not 
to lofe the leail: advantage in the negociation. The 
nuncios, Gratian and Vivian, having received a com
miffion to endeavour a reconciliation, met with the king 
in Normandy; and after all differences feemed to be 
adjufl:ed, Henry offered to fign the treaty, with a falvo 
to his royal dignity ; which gave fuch umbrage to Becket, 
that the negotiation, in the end, became fruitlefs, and 
the excommunications were renewed againfi the king's 
minifiers. Another negotiation was conducted at Mont
mirail, in prefence of the king of France and the French 
prelates ; where Becket alfo oftered to' make his fubmif

fions, with a falvo to the honour of God., and the 

liberties of the church ; which, for a like reafon, was 
extremely offenfive to the king, and rendered the treaty 
abortive. A third conference, under the fame mediation, 
was broken off, by Becket's infiil:ing on a like rcferve in 
his fubmiffions; and even in a fourth treaty, when all 
the terms were adjufl:ed, and when the primate expeCt:ed 

to be introduced to the king, and to receive the kifs of 
peace, · which it was ufual for princes to grant in thofe 
times, and which was regarded as a fure pledge of for
givenefs, Henry refufed him that honour; under pre
tence, that, during his anger, he had made a rafh vow 
to that purpofe. 1'his formality ferved, among fuch 
jealous fpirits, to prevent the concl~fion of the treaty; 

and though the difficulty was attempted t~ be overcome 
by a difpenfation which the pope granted to Henry from 
his vow, that prince could not be prevailed on to depart 

from the refolution which he had taken. 
IN one of thefe conferences, at which the French king 

was prefent, Henry faid to that monarch ; " There have 
·' - " been 
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" been many kings of England, fome of greater, fome C H A P. 
. VIII. 

" of lefs authonty than myfelf: There have alfo been '--v--' 
~' many archbi£hops of Canterbury, holy and good men, u6g. 

'f. and entitled to every kind of refpeCl: : Let Becket but 

" aCl: towards me with the fame fubmiffion, which the 
" greatcft of his predeceffors have paid to the leaft of 
" mine, and there £hall be no controverfy between us.'" 
Lewis was fo fl:ruck with this ftate of the cafe, and with 
an offer which Henry made to fubmit his caufe to the 

French clergy, that he could not forbear condemning the 
primate, and withdrawing his friend£hip from him during 
fome time : But the bigotry of that prince, and their 
~ommon animofity againft Henry, foon produced a re-

~ewal of their former good correfpondence. 

ALL difficulties were at laft adj ufi:ed between the u7~. 
parties ; and the king allowed Becket to return, on condi- ud July. 

tions which may be efteemed both honourable and advan-
tageous to that prelate. He was not required to give upCompromir~ 

· h f h h h fi f h fc withBecket, any ng ts o t e c urc , or re 1gn any o t o e preten-
fions, which had been the original' ground of the contro-

verfy. It was agreed, that all thefe queftions fuould be 
buried in oblivion; but that Becket and his adherents 
fuould, without making farther fubmiffion, be reftored 
to all their livings, and that even the poffeffors of fuch 
benefices as depended on the fee of Canterbury, and had 
been filled during the primate's abfence, fuould be ex-
pelled, and Bccket have liberty to fupply the vacancies t. 

In return. for conceffions,
1 

which entrenched fo deeply on 

the honour and dignity of the crown, Henry reaped only 

the advantage of feeing 'his minifters abfolved from the 

fentence of excommunication pronounced againft them, 
and of preventing the inter<liR, which, if thefe hard 

~~nditions had not been complied with, was ready to be 

t Fitz.Steph. p. 681 69, Hoveden, f! • szo, 
laid 
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C H A P.JaiJ on all his dominions x. It was eafy to fee how much vnr. . 
~he dreaded that event, when a pnnce of fo high a fpirit 

U7°· could fubmit to terms fo di!honourable, in order to pre
vent it. So anxious was Henry to accommodate all dif
ferences, and to reconcile himfelf fully with Becket, 
th.at he took the moft extraordinary fteps to flatter his 
vanity, and even on one occafion humiliated himfelf fo 
far as to hold the fiirrup of that haughty prelate, while h~ 
mounted r. 

BuT the king attained not even that temporary tran
<Jaillity, which he had hoped to reap from thefe expe
dients. During the heat of his quarrel with Bccket, 
while he was every day expccring an interdict to be laid 

on his kingdom, and a fentence of excommunication to 

be fulminated againfi: hi11 perfon, he had thought it pru
dent to have his fon, prince Henry, a:lfociated with him 
in the royalty, and to make him be crowned king, by 
the hands of Roger archbi!hop of York. By this pre
caution, he both enfured the fucceffion of that prince, 
which, copfidering the many p:lfl: irregularities in that 
point, could not but he efteemed fomewhat precari
ous ; an.d he preferved a~ leaft his family on the throne, 

if the fentence of excommunication :lhould have the 
effeB: which he dreaded, and fhould make his fubjects re
nounce their allegiance to him. Though this defign was 
conducred with expedition and fecrecy, Becket, before 
it was carried into execution, had got intelligence of it; 

and being defirous of obfirucring all Henry's meafures~ 
as well as anxious to prevent this affront to himfelf, whq 
pretended to the fole right, as archbi!hop of Canterbury, 
to offici:1te in the coronation, he had inhibited all the pre
lates of England from affifiing at this ~eremony, had 

x Hili. ~ad. p. 104. Brompton, p. to6'1, Gervafe, p. 14oS. Epiil, 

St. Them. p. i04, 7o5, 7c6, 707. 792, 793, 794· Benecia. Abbas, P· 7o. 
r Erill.. 4S· lib. 5• · 

procured 
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procured from the pope a mandate to the fame purpofe z, C H Ar P. 
Vll. 

and had incited the king of France to proteft againft the '--v----1 
coronation of young Henry, unlefs the princefs, daugh- II7°• · 

ter of that monarch, !hould at the fame time receive 
the royal unction. There prevailed in that age an opi-
nion which was akin to its other fuperfiitions, that 
the royal unction was effential to the exercife of royal 
power a : It was therefore natural both for the king of 
France, careful of his daughter's efiabliihment,. and for 
Becket, jealous of his own dignity, to demand~ in the 
treaty with Henry, fome fatisfaCl:ion in this effential 
point. Henry, after apologizing. to Lewis for the 
omiffion with regard to Margaret, and excufing it on 
2ccount of the fecrecy and difpatch requifite for conduct-
ing that meafure, promifed that the ceremony ihould be 
renewed in the perfons both of the p.rince and princefs: 
And he afrurcd Becket, that, befides receiving the acknow
ledgments of Roger and the other biihops for the fccming 
affront put on the fee of Canterbury, the primate !hould, 
!iS a farther fatisfaction, recover his rights by officiating 
in this coronation. But the violent fpirit of Beckct, 
elated by the power of the church,. and by the victory 
which he had already obtained over his fo\."ereign, was 
not content with this voluntary compenfation, but re-
folved to make the injury, which he pretended to h:1ve 
fuffered, a handle for taking revenge on all his enemie!;. 
On his arrival in England, he met the archbifuop of 
York and the bi!hops of London and Saliiliury, \vho 
were on their journey to the king in Normandy: He no-
tified to the archbilhop the fentcnce of fufpenfion, anJ to 
the two biihops that of excommunication, which, at his 
felicitation, the pope had pronounced againfi: them. Re- Becket~s re-

g inald de Warcnne, and Gervafe de Cornhill, two ortbur~ .:rom 
olllu1ment. 

the king's minifters, who were employed on their duty 

z Hill. ~ad, P· 1C3· Epi!t Sr. Thorn. P· 68z. Cervar. I r· T4t2· 
,.. E:ift. St. Tllom. P· 7c.S, 

in 
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c H A P. in Kent, afked him, on hearing of this bold attempt 
VIII. . ; 

~whether he meant to bnng fire and fword into the king-

1170· dom ? But the primate, heedlefs of the reproof, pro-

ceeded, in the moft oftentatious manner, to take poffeffion 

of his diocefe. In Rochefter, and all the towns through 

which he paff'ed, he was received with the iliouts and ac

clamations of the populace. As he approached South

wark, the clergy, the laity, men of all ranks and ages, 

came forth to meet him, and celebrated with hymns of joy 

his triumphant entrance. And though he was obliged, 

by order of the young prince, who refided at Woodfl:oke, 

to return to his diocefe, he found that he was not miC

taken, when he reckened upon the higheft veneration of 

the public towards his perfon and his dignity. He pro
ceeded, therefore, with the more courage to dart his fpi

ritual thunders: He iff'ued the fentence of excommu

nication againil: Robert de Broc, and Nigel de Sackville, 

with many others, who either had affiil:ed at the coro

nation of the prince, or been active in the late perfe

cution of ~he exiled clergy. This violent meafure, by 

which he, in effect, denounced war againft the king 

himfelf, is commonly afcribed to the vindiCl:ive difpofi

tion and imperious charaB:er of Becket; but as this pre

late was alfo a man of acknowledged abilities, we are 
not, in his paffions alone, to loo_k for the caufe of his 

conduCl:, when he proceeded to thefe extremities againfr 

his enemies. His fagacity had led him to difcover all 

Henry's intentions; and he propofed, by this bold and 

unexpeCl:ed aff'ault, to prevent the execution of them. 

THE king, from .his experience of the difpofitions of 

his people, was become fenfible, that his enterprize had 

been too bold, in eftab1ifhing the conftitutions of Claren

don, in defining all the branches of royal power, and in 
endeavouring to extort from the church of England, as 

well as from the pope, an exprefs avowal of thefe dif

puted prerogatives. Confcious alfo of his own violence, 
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i11 attempting to break or fubdue the inflexible primate, C ~I~. P.

he was not difpleafed to undo that meafure, which had~ 

given his enemies fuch advantage againfr him ; and he 11 i 0 • 

was contented, that the controverfy lhould terminate in 

that ambiguous manner, which was the utmofi: that 

princes, in thofe ages, could hope to attain in their dif-
putes with the fee of Rome. Though he dropped for the 

prefent, the profecution of Becket, he frill referved to 

himfelf the right of maintaining, that the confritutions of 

Clarendon, the original ground of the quarrel, were both 
the ancient cuftoms and the prefent law of the realm: 
And though he knew, that the papal clergy afferted them 
to be impious in themfelves, as well as abrogated by the 

fentence of the fovereign pontiff, he intended, in fpite of 

their clamours, freadily to put thofe laws in execution b, 

and to truft to his own abilities, and to the courfe of 

events, for fuccefs in that perilous enterprize. He hoped, 
that Becket's experience of a fix years' exile would, after 
his pride was fully gratified by his refroration, be fufficient 
to teach him more referve in his oppofition : Or if any 
controverfy arofe, he expetled thenceforth to engage in a 
more favourable caufe, anJ to maintain with advantage, 
while the primate was now in his power c, the ancient 
and undoubted cufioms of the kingdom againfl: the ufur

pations of the clergy. But Becket, determined not to 
betray the ecclefiafiical privileges by his connivance cJ,_ 

and apprehenfive left a prince of fuch profound policy, if 

allowed to proceed in his own way, might probably i.n 

the end prevail, rcfolved to take all the advantage which 

his prefent victory gave him, and to difconcert the cau
tious meafures of the king, by the vehemence and rigour 

of his own conduCt e. Affured of fupport from Rome, 
he was little intimidated by dangers, which his courage 

taught him to defpife, and which, even if attended with 

b Epift. St. Thorn. p. 837• 839· 

• Epift. S·. Thom. P• 345• 
c: Fit.z-5teph. p. 65. 

e Fitz-Steph. p. 74• 
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c H A P. the mofr fatal confequences, would ferve only to gratify 
Vlll. h" b" . d 1 . 11. f 1 f ~ ts am 1t10n an turn: o g ory . 
JI7o. WHEN the fufpended and excommunicated prelates 

arrived at Baicux, where the king then refided, and com

plained to him of the violent proceedings of Becket, he 

infrantly perceived the confequences; was fenfible, that 

his whole plan of operations was overthrown; forefaw, 

that the dangerous contefl: between the civil and fpiritual 

powers, a contcfr which he himfelf had firfr rouzed, but 

which he had endeavoured, by all his late negociations 

and conceffion::, to appeafe, mufr come to an immediate 

and decilive iffue; and he was thence thrown into the 
mofr violent commotion. The archbiiliop of York re· 

marked to him, that, fo lon$ as Bec~et Jived, he could 

never expeB: to enjoy peace or tranquillity: The king 

l1imfelf, being vehemently agitated, burfi: forth into an 

exclamation :1gainfr his fervants, whofe want of zeal, he 

faid, had fo long left him expofed to the enterprizes of 

that ungrateful and imperious prelate g. Four gentlemen 

of his houfehold, Reginald Fitz-U rfe, William de Traci, 

Hugh de Moreville, and Richard Brito, taking thefe paf

fionate f"xpreffions to be a hint for Becket's death, im

medic.tely communicated their thoughts to each other; 

and fwearin6 to avenge their prince's quarrel, fecretly 

withdrew from court h. Some menacing expreffions, 

which they had dropped, gave a fufpicion of their defign; 

and the kin2; difpatched a me1Tenger after them, charging 

them to attempt nothing a2;ainfr the perfon of the pri- · 

mate i : But thefe orders arrived too late to prevent their 

fatal purpofe. The four affidl1ns, though they took dif

ferent roads to England, arrived nearly about the fame 

time at Saltwoode near Canterbury ; and being there 

joined by fome affifl:ants, they proceeded in great hafie ta 

f Epift. St. Thorn. p. SrS. 848. g Gervafe, p. 1414· ParkerJ 

p. ~07. h M. Pari~, p. 86. Brompton, p. xo65. Bcnedict. Ab-

b.l~: p. To. i Hift ~lild, P· lit.• Trivet, P· H· 
the 
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the archiepifcopal palace . They found the primate, who C H A P. 

trufred entirely to the . f:1crednefs of his character, very ~J 
flenderly attended; and though they threw out many · u;-o. 

menaces and reproaches againft him, he was fo incapable 

of fear, that, without ufing a!1y precautions againfr their 

violence, he immediately went to St. Benedict's church, 
to hear vefpers. They followed him thither, attacked Decemb.ozg. 

h . b f, h I d h · 1 · . Murder of Im e ore t e a tar, an avmg c oven h1s head with Tho'llas a 

many blows, retired without meeting any oppofition. B:!cket. 

This was the tragical end of Thomas ·a Becket, a prelate 

of the mofr lofty, intrepid, and inflexible fpirit, who was 
able to cover, to the world and probably to himfelf, the 
cnterprizes of pride and ambition, under the difguife 

of fanB:ity and of zeal for the interefis of religion ~ 
An extraordinary perfonage, furely, had he been allowed 
to remain in his firft frat10n, and had direCted the vehe-
mence of his character to the fupport of law and juilice; 

infiead of being engaged, by the p;:ej udices of the times, 

to facrifice all private duties and public connexions to tyes, 
which he imagined, or reprefentcd, as fuperior to every 

civil and political confideration. But no man, who en-

ters into the genius of that age, can ·rea!Onably doubt of 
this prelate's fincerity. The fpirit of fuperfiition was fo 
prevalent, that it infallibly caught every carelefs rcafoner, 

much more every one whofe interefr, and honour, and 
ambition, were engaged to fupport it. All the wretched 

literature of the ti.mes was inlifred on that fide : Some 

faint glimmerings of common fenfe might fometimes 
pierce through the thick cloud of ignorance, or what was 

worfe, the illufions of perverted fcience, which had blot

ted out the fun, and enveloped the face of nature: But 
thofe who preferved themfelves untainted by the general· 

contagion, proceeded on no principles which they could 

pretend to j ufi:ify : They were more indebted to their 
total want of inftruction, than to their knowledg~, if 

VOL. I. E e they 
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C H A P. they frill retained fome £hare of undedl:anding: Folly was 
~ poffeffed of all the fchools as well as all the churches ; 

117o. and her votaries affumed the garb of philofophers together 
with the enfigns of fpiritual dignities. Throughout that 
large colleB:;on of letters, which bears the name of St. 
Thomas, we find, in all the retainers of that afpiring 
prelate, no lefs than in himfelf, a rnoft entire and abfo
lute conviction of the reafon and piety of their own party, 
and a difdain of their antagonifts: Nor is there lefs cant 
and grimace in their ftile, when they addrefs each other, 
than when they compofe manifefios for the perufal of the 
public. The fpirit of revenge, violence, and ambition, 
which accompanied their conduct, inftead of forming a 
prefumption of hypocrify, are the fureft pledges of their 
fincere attachment to a caufe, which fo much flattered 

Grief 

thefe domineering pa.ffions. 

HENRY, on the firft report of Becket's violent mea-
lures, had purpofed to have him arrefied, and had already 
taken fome fi:eps towards the execution of that defign: 
But the intelligence of his murder threw the prince into 
great confiernation ; and he was immediately fenfible of 
the dangerous confequences, which he had reafon to ap
prehend from fo unexpeCl:ed an event. An archbiiliop of 
reputed fanB:ity, affaffinated before the altar, in the ex
ercife of his functions, and on account of his zeal in 
maintaining ecclefiafiical privileges, mufi attain the highcfr 
honours of martyrdom; while his murderer would be 
ranked among the mofi: bloody tyrants, that ever. were 
expofed to the hatred and detefiation of mankind. Inter
dicts and excommunications, weapons in themfelves fo 
terrible, would, he forefaw, be armed with double force, 
when employed in a caufc fo much calculated to work on 
the human paffions, and fo peculiarly adapted to the ela· 
quence of popular preachers and declaimers. In vain 
would he plead his own innocence, and ev~n his total 

ignorance 
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ignorance of the fact : He was fufficiently guilty, if the C H A P· 

church thought proper to efieem him fuch : And his~ 
concurrence in Becket's martyrdom, becoming a reli- ~170, 

gious opinion, would be received with all the implicit 
credit, which belonged to the mo!t efiabliihed articles of 
faith. Thefe confiderations gave the king the mofr un-
affected concern; and as it was extremely his interefl: to 
clear himfelf from all fufpicion, he took no care to con-
ceal the depth of his affiiCl:ion k, He fhut himfelf up 
from the light of day and from all commerce with his 
fervants: He even refufcd during three days all food and 
fufrenance I : The courtiers, apprehending dangerous 
effects from his defpair, were at laft obliged to break in 
upon his folitude; and they employed every topic of 
confolation, induced him to accept of nourifhment, and 
occupied his leifure in taking precautions again£! the 
confequences, which he fo juftly apprehended from the 

murder of the primate. 

THE point of chief importance to Henry was to con- 1 17'• ·r. 
and fubm1. 

vince the pope of his innocence ; or rather, to perfuade lion of the 

him, that he would reap greater advantages from the fub- king. 

miffions of England than from proceeding to extremities 
againfl: that kingdom. The archbiChop of Roiien, the 
bifhops of Worcefter and Evreux, with five perfons of 
inferior quality, were immediately difpatched to Rome m, 
and orders were given them to perform their journey with 
the utmofi expedition. Though the name and authority 
of the court of Rome were fo terrible in the remote coun-
tries of Europe, which were funk in profound ignorance, 
and were entirely unacquainted with its charaCl:er and 
conduCt; the pope was fo little revered at home that his 
inveterate enemies furrounded the gates of Rome itfelf, 
I 

k Ypod, Neull: . p. 447• M. Paris, P• 87. 
p. 1419• . J Hift. QEad, P• 143• 

Paris, p. 87. 
Ee2 

Diceto, p. 556. Genafe, 
m Hoveden, P• s:a6. M. 

and 
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c H A P. and even controuled his government in that city; and the 
VIII. d"ll. . '--v---J ambaffadors, who, from a ltLant extremtty of Europe, 

ll7I· carried to him the humble, or rather abjeCt: fubmiffions of 

the greatefr potentate of the age, found the utmoft diffi

culty to make their way to him, and to throw themfelves 

~t his feet. It was at length agreed, that Richard Barre, 

one of their number, lhould leave the refr behind, and 

run all the hazards of the paffage n, in order to prevent 

the fatal confequences which might enfue from any delay 

in giving fatisfaction to his holinefs. He found on his 

arrival, that Alexander was already wrought up to the 

greatefr rage againft the king, that Becket's partizans 

were daily frimulating him to revenge, that the king of 

France had exhorted him to fulminate the mofr dreadful 

fentence againft England, and that the very mention of 

Henry's name before the facred college was received with 

every expreffion of horror and execration. The Thurf .. 

day before Eafter was now approaching, when it is cufto

mary for the pope to denounce annual curfes againft all 

his enemies ; and it was expeCted, that Henry fhould, 

with all the preparations peculiar to the difcharge of that 

facred artillery, be folemnly comprehended in the num

ber. But Barre found means to appeafe the pontiff, and 

to deter him from a meafure which, if it failed of fuccefs, 

could not afterwards be eafily recalled : The anathemas 

were only levelled in general againfr all the aB:ors, ac .. 

complices, and abettors of Becket's murder. The abbot 

of V alaffe, and the archdeacons of Salifbury and Lifieux, 

with others of Henry's minifrers, who foon after arrived, 

befides afferting their prince's innocence, made oath 

' before the whole confifrory, that he would fiand to the 

pope's judgment in the affair, and make every fubmiffion, 

that lhould be required of him. The terrible blow was 

thus artfully eluded; the cardinals Albert and Theodin 

• Hoveden, p. 5~6. :Epift. St. Thorn. p. 863. 

were 
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were appointed legates to examine the caufe, and were C H A P. 
VIII. 

ordered to proceed to Normandy for that purpofe; and~ 

though Henry's foreign dominions were already laid un- 1171• 

der an interdiCt: by the archbifhop of Sens, Becket's great 

partizan, and the pope's legate in France, the general 

expeCl:ation, that the monarch would eafily exculpate 

himfelf from any concurrence in the guilt, kept every one 

in fufpence, and prevented all the bad confequences~ 
which might be dreaded from that fentence. 

THE clergy, mean while, though their ra~e was hap

pily diverted from falling on the king, were not idle in 

magnifying the fanCl:ity of Becket; in extolling the me

rits of his martyrdom ; and in exalting him above all 

that devoted tribe, who, in feveral ages, had, by their 

blood, cemented th~ fabric of the temple. Other faints 

had only borne tefiimony by their fufferings to the gene· 

ral doctrines of Chrifiianity; but Becket had facrificed 

his life to the power and privileges of the clergy ; and 

this peculiar merit challenged, and not in vain, a fuitable 

acknowledgment to his memory. Endlefs were the pa

negyrics on his virtues; and the miracles, wrought by his 

reliques, were more numerous, more nonfcnfical, and 

more impudently attefl:ed, than thofe which ever filled 

the legend of any confeifor or martyr. Two years after 

his death he was canonized by pope Alexander; a folemn 

jubilee was efl:ablilhed for celebrating his merits; his 

body was removed to a magnificent lhrine, enriched with 

prefents from all parts of Chrifl:endom ; pilgrimages were 

performed to obtain his interceffion with heaven ; and it 
was computed, that, in one year, above a hundred thou• 

fand pilgrims arrived in Canterbury, and paid their de ... 

votions at his tomb. It is indeed a mortifying refleCl:ion 

to thofe who are aCtuated by the love of fame, fo jufl:ly 

denominated the laft infirmity of noble minds, that the 

wifeft legiflator and moft exalted genius, that ever re-
E e 3 formed 
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C H A P . formed or enlightened the world, can never expect fuch 
VIII. .... 

'---y--.ltributes of praife, as are lavilhed on the memory of pre-

1 '7 1• tend)ed faints, whofe whole conduct was probably, to the 

lafl: degree, odious or contemptible, and whofe indufiry 

was entirely diretl:ed to the purfuit of objects pernicious 

to mankind. It is only a conqueror, a perfonage no lefs 

intitled to our hatred, who can pretend to the attainment 

of equal renown and glory. 
IT may not be amifs to remark, before we conclude 

this fubjeCl: of Thomas a Becket, that the king, during 

his controverfy with that prelate, was on every occafion 

more anxious than ufual to exprefs his zeal for religion, 

and to avoid all appearance of a profane negligence on 

that head. He gave his confent to the impofing of a tax 

on all his dominions for the delivery of the holy land, 

now threatened by the famous Saladine: This tax amount

ed to two-pence a pound for one year, and a penny a 
pound for the four fubfequent 0

• Almofl: all the princes 

of Europe laid a like impofition on their fubjetl:s, which 

received the name of Saladine's tax. During this period, 

there came over from Germany about thirty heretics of 

both fexes, under the direction of one Gerard ; fimple 
ignorant people, who could give no account of their faith, 

but declared themfelves ready to fuffer for the tenets of 

their mafter. They made only one convert in England, 

a woman as ignorant as themfelves; yet they gave fuch 

umbrage to the clergy, that they were delivered over to 

the fecular arm, and were punifhed by being burned on 

the forehead, and then whipped through the fireets, 

They feerned to exult in their fufferings, and as they 

went along, fung the beatitude, Bleffid are ye, when men 

hate you ani perjecutt you P. After they were whipped, 
they were thrufr out almofr naked in the midft of winter, 

o Chron. Gervafe, p. 1399• M. Paris, p. 74• 
M, Paris, p. 74• Heming. P• 494• 

P Neubr, P• 391. 

and 
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and peri{hed through cold and hunger; no one daring, or C ~~~. P. 

being willing, to give them the leafr relief. We are ig-'----y---1 
norant of the particular tenets of thefe people: For it ll7 1 • 

would be imprudent to rely on the reprefentations left of 
them by the clergy, who affirm, that they denied the 
efficacy of the facraments, and the unity of the church. 
It is probable, that their departure from the frandard of 
orthodoxy was frill more fubtile and minute. They fcem 
to have been the firfr that ever fuffered for herefy in 

· England. 
As foon as Henry found, that he was in no immediate 

dangers from the thunders of the Vatican, he undertook 
an expedition again£l: Ireland ; a defign, which he had 
long projected, and by which he hoped to recover his 
credit, fomewhat impaired by his late tranfaB:ions with 
the hierarchy. 

Ee4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

H E N R Y II. 

State of Ireland--Conqueft of that ijland-'fht 

.king's accommodation with the court of Rome
Revolt of young Henry and his brothers--Wars 
and infurrections--War with Scotland.
Pennance of Henry for Becket's murder-Wit. 
liam, king of Scotland, defeated and taken prifoner 
-The king's accommodation with his fons-
CJ'he king's equitable admini.ftration--Crufades 
--Revolt of prince Richard--Death and 
char after of Henry--Mifoellaneous Iran factions 
of his reign. 

-c H A p, AS Britain was firfl: peopled from Gaul, fo was Ire-
IX. land probably from Britain; and the inhabitants 
~of all thefe countries feem to have been fo many tribes. 
State of Ire- of the Celtce, who derive their origin from an antiquity, 
land. that lies far beyond the records of any hifl:ory or tradition. 

The Irilh, from the beginning of time, had been buried in 
the moft profound barbarifm and ignorance ; and as they 
were never conquered or even invaded by the Romans, 
from whom all the wefiern world derived its civility, they 
eontinued frill in the mofi rude fl:ate of fociety, and 
were difiinguifhed by thofe vices alone, to which hu
man nature, not tamed by education or refirained by 
laws, is for ever fubject. The fmall principalities, 
into which they were divided, exercifed perpetual ra
pine and violence againfi each other; the uncertain 
fucceffion of their princes was a continual fource of 
tlome!Hc CQnvulfions ; the ufual title of each petty fo-

S vereign 
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vercign was the murder of his predeceffor; courage and c H A P. 

force, though exercifed in the commiffion of crimes,~ 
were more honoured than any pacific virtues ; and the 117:.. 

mofr fimple arts of life, even tillage and agriculture, were 
almoft wholly unknown among them. They had felt 
the invafions of the Danes and the other northern tribes ; 
but thefe inroads, which had fpread barbarifm in other 
parts of Europe, tended rather to improve the Irifh; 
and the only towns, which were to be found in the ifland, 
had been planted along the coafr by the freebooters of 
Norway and Denmark. The other inhabitants exercifed 
pafrurage in the open country; fought proteCtion from 
any danger in their forefis and moraffes; and being di-
vided by the fiercefi animofities againfr each other, were 
frill more intent on the means of mutual injury, than on 
the expedients for common or even for private intcrefr. 

BESIDES many fmall tribes, there were in the age of 
Henry II. five principal fovereignties in the ifland, 
Munfier, Leinfier, .lVfeath, Ulfrer, and Connaught; and 
as it had been ufual for the one or the other of thefe to 
take the lead in their wars, there was commonly fome 
prince, who feemed, for the time, to aCt as monarch of 
Ireland. Roderic 0 Connor, king of Connaught, was 
then advanced to this dignity q; but his government, ill 
obeyed even within h's own territory, could not unite 
the people in any meafures, either for the cfrabliihment 
of order, or for defence againfl: foreigners. The am
bition of Henry had, very early in his reign, been 
moved, by the profpe8: of thefe advantages, to attempt 
the fubjeB:ing of Ireland; and a pretence was only want
ing to invade a people, who, being always confined to 
their own ifland, had never given any reafon of complaint 
to any of their neighbours. For this puq,ofe, he had re-

q Hoved =nJ p. 527, 

courfe 
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c H A P. courfe to Rome, which affumed a right to difpofe of kinO' .. 
~ doms and empires ; and not forefeeing the dangerous dlf-

1172· putes, which he was one day to maintain with that fee, 
he helped, for prefent, or rather for an imaginary, conve
nience, to give fanEtion to claims which were now become 
dangerous to all fovereigns. Adrian Ill. who then filled 
the papal chair, w::ts by birth an Englilhman; and being, 
on that account, the more difpo!cd to oblige Henry, he was 

eafily perfuaded to act as mafl:er of the world, and to make, 
without any hazard or expence, the acquifition of a great 
Hland to his fpiritual jurifdiCtion. The Irilh had, by 
precedent millions from the Britons, been imperfectly con
verted to Chrifiianity; and, what the pope regarded as 
the furefi: mark of their imperfect converfion, they fol
lowed the doctrines of their firfi: teachers, and had never 

acknowledged any fubjeB:ion to the fee of Rome. Adrian, 
therefore, in the year I I 56, iffued a bull in favour of 

Henry; in which, after premifing, that this prince had 
ever fhown an anxious care to enlarge the church of God 

on earth, and to encreafe the number of his faints and 
elect in heaven; he reprefcnts his defign of fubduing Ire
land as derived from the fame pious motives : He confi
ders his care of previoufly applying for the apofl:olic fanc

tion as a fure earnefl: of fuccefs and victory; and having 
efl:ablifhed it as a point incontefi:ible, that all Chrifiian 

kingdoms belong to the patrimony of St. Peter, he ac
knowledges it to be his own duty to fow among them the 

feeds of the gofpel, which might in the lafi: day fruttify 

to their eternal falvation: He exhorts the king to invade 

Ireland, in order to extirpate the vice and wickednefs of 

the natives, and oblige them to pay yearly, from every 

houfe, a penny to the fee of Rome : He gives him entire 
right and authority over the ifland, commands aJl the 

inhabitants to obey him as their fovereign, and invefis 

with full power all fuch godly infhuments as he !hould 
think 
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think proper to employ in an enterprize, thus calculated C H A P. 

for the glory of God and the falvation of the fouls of~ 
men r. Henry, though armed with this authority, did 1172. 

not immediately put his defign in execution; but being 
detained by more interefting bufinefs on the continent, 
waited for a favourable opportunity of invading Ire-

land. 
DERMOT Macmorrogh, king of Leinfl:er, had, by his 

licentious tyranny, rendered himfelf odious to his fub· 
jetl:s, who feized with alacrity the firft occafion that of
fered, of throwing off the yoke, which was become 
grievous and oppreffive to them. 'I'his prince had formed 

a defign on Dovergilda, wife of Ororic, prince of BrefFny • 
and taking advantage of her huiliand's abfence, who, be
ing obliged to vifit a difiant part of his territory, had left 
his wife fecure, as he thought, in an ifland, furrounded 
by a bog, he fuddenly invaded the place, and carried off 
the princefs •. This exploit, though ufual among the 
lrilh, and rather deemed a proof of gallantry and fpirit r, 

provoked the refentment of the hu!band; who, having 
colletl:ed forces, and being firengthened by the alliance of 
Roderic, king of Connaught, invaded the dominions of 
Dermot, and expelled him his kingdom. The exiled 
prince had recourfe to Henry, who was at this time in 
Guienne, craved his affiftance in refioring him to his 
fovereignty, and offered, on that event, to hold his king .. 
dom in vaffalage under the crown of England. Henry, 
whofe views were already turned towards making acqui

fitions in Ireland, readily accepted the offer; but being 

at that time embarraffed by the rebellions of his French 
fubjeCl:s, as well as by his difputes with the fee of Rome, 
he declined, for the prefent, embarking in the enterprize, 

and gave Dermot no farther a:ffifiance than letters patent, 
by which he empowered all his fubjetl:s to aid the Irilh 

r M. Paris, p. 67. Girald. Cambr. Spelm. Concil.vol. ii. p. 51. Rymer, 
vol. i. p. 15. s Girald, Cambr. p. 760, t Spencer, vol. vi. 

prince 
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c H A P. prince in the recovery of his dominions u. Dermot fup.
IX. 

'---v--' ported by this authority, came to Brifiol; and after en~ 
l

1
73

• deavouring, though for fome time in vain, to engage ad
venturers in the enterprize, he at la£1: formed a treaty with 
Richard, firnamed Strongbow, earl of Strigul. This 
nobleman, who was of the illufrrious houfe of Clare, had 
impaired his fortune by expenfive pleafures; and being 
ready for any defperate undertaking, he promifed affiftance 
to Dermot, on condition that he fuould efpoufe Eva, 
daughter of that prince, and be declared heir to all his 
dominions w. While Richard was affembling his fuc .. 
cours, Dermot went into Wales ; and meeting with Ro
bert Fitz-Stephens, confrable of Abertivi, and Maurice 
Fitz-Gerald, he alfo engaged them in his fervice, and 
obtained their promife of invading Ireland. Being now 
affured of fuccour, he returned privately to his own ftate; 
and lurking in the monafrery of Fernes, which he had 
founded, (for this ruffian was alfo a founder of monafte
ries) he prepared every thing for the reception of his 
Englifu allies"· 

Conquefi of THE troops of Fitz-Stcphens were fir:ll: ready. That 
that !lland, gentleman landed in Ireland with thirty knights, fixty 

efquires, and three hundred archers; but this fmall body, 
being brave men, not unacquainted with difcipline, and 
completely armed, a thing almofr unknown in Ireland, 
ftruck a great terror into the barbarous inhabitants, 
and feemed to menace them with fome fignal revolu
tion. The conjunCl:ion of Maurice de Pendergafr, who, 
about the fame time, brought over ten knights and fixty 
archers, enabled Fitz-Stephens to attempt the liege of 
Wexford; a town inhabited by the Danes; and after gain
ing an advantage, he made himfelf mafier of the place r. 
Soon after, Fitz-Gerald arrived with ten knights, thirty 

11 Girald. Camhr, P• 760, 
X Ibid. P• 761. 

w Ibid. p. 761. 

Y Ibid. P• 761, 76:z. 

efquires, 
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efquires, and a hupdred archers z; and being joined by C H A P. 

h. h JX. tha former adventurer8, compofed a force w 1c nothing'----y--J 
in Ireland was able to withfiand. Roderic, the chief t.Jiz· 

monarch of the ifland, was foiled in different actions; the 
prince of Offory was obliged to fubmit, and give hofrages 
for his peaceable behaviour; and Dermot, not content 
with being reftored to his kingdom of Lcinf!:er, projected 
the dethroning of Roderic, and afpired to the foie domi-
nion over the Irilh. 

IN profecution of thefe views, he fent over a mef
fenger to the earl of Strigul, challenging the performance 
of his promife, and difplaying the mighty advantages 
which might now be reaped by a reinforcement of war
like troops from England. Richard, not fatisfied with the 
general allowance given by Henry to all his fubjeCl:s, 
went to that prince, then in Normandy ; and having ob
tained a cold or ambiguous permiffion, prepared himfelf 
for the execution of his defigns. He fidl: fent over Ray
mond, one of his retinue, with ten knights and feventy 
archers, who, landing near Waterford, defeated a body 
of three thoufand Irilh, that had ventured to attack him a; 

and as Richard himfelf, who brought over two hundred 
horfe, and a body of archers, joined, a few days after, 
the victorious Englilh, they made themfelves maf!:ers of 
Waterford, and proceeded to Dublin, which was taken 
by affault. Roderic, in revenge, cut off the head of 
Dermot's natural fon, who had been left as a hoftage in his 
hands; and Richard, 1parrying Eva, became foon after, 
by the death of Dermot, mafrer of the kingdom of Lein
fier, and prepared to extend his authority over all Ire
land. Roderic, and the other Irilh princes, were alarmed 
at the danger; and combining together, befieged Dublin 
with an army of thirty thoufand men: But earl Richard, 
making a fudden fally at the head of ninety knights, witn 

~ Girald, Cambr, p. 766, 

their 
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c H A P. their followers, put this numerous army to rout, chaced 

~them off the field, and purfued them with great flaughter. 

11p.. None in Ireland now dared to oppofe themfelves to the 

E11glifh b. 

HENRY, jealous of the progrefs, made by his own 

fubjcB:s, fent orders to recal all the Engliih, and he 

made preparations to attack Ireland in perfon c : But 
R ichard, and the other adventurers, found means to 

appeafe him, by making him the mofl: humble fubmiffions, 
and offering to hold all their acquifitions in vaffalage to 

his crown d. That monarch landed in Ireland at· the 

head of five hundred knights, befides other foldiers: He 
foJnd the Irilh fo difpiritcd by their late misfortunes, that, 

in a progrefs which he made through the ifland, he had 
no other pccupation than to receive the homages of his 
new fubjecb. He left mofi of the Iriili chieftains or prin

ces in pofieffion of their ancient territories; bellowed fome 

lands on the Englilh adventurers; gave earl Richard the 
commiffion of fenefchal of Ireland ; and after a flay of a 

few months, returned in triumph to England. By thefe 

trivial exploits, fcarcely worth relating, except for the 

importance of the confequences, ~as Ir~land fu~d~ed1 
ar.d annexed to the Englifh crown. 

THE low :flate of commerce and indufiry, during thofe 

ages, made it impraCticable for princes to fupport regular 

armies, which might retain a conquered country~~ f~bjec-: 
tion; and the extreme barbarifm and poverty of Ireland 

could ftilllefs afford means of bearing the expence. T~e 
only expedient, by which a durable conqueft could thef\ 

be made or maintained, was by pouring in a multitude 

of new inhabitants, dividing among them the lands of 

the vanqui!hed, eftablifhing them in all offices of trufr 

and authority, and thereby transforming the ancient in· 
habitants into a new people. By this policy, the northern 

b Girald. Cambr. P• 773• • Ibid. p. 770• d lbid. P• 775• 
invaders 
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invaders of old, and of late the duke of Normandy, had c H A P. 

been able to fix their dominions, and to erect kingdoms,~ 
which remained !table on their foundations, and were 1171 • 

tranfmitted to the pofterity of_ the firfi conquerors. But 
the fiate of Ireland rendered that ifland fo little inviting to 
the Englilh, that only a few of defperate fortunes :ould 
be perfuaded, from time to time, to tranfport them:elves 
thithet: e; and infread of reclaiming the natives from their 
uncultivated manners, they were gradually affimilated 
to the antient inhabitants, and degenerated from the 
cufroms of their own nation. It was alfo found requi-
fite to befiow great military and arbitrary powers m the 
leaders, who commanded a handful of men amidfr fuch 
hofrile multitudes; and law and equity, in a little time, 
became as much unknown in the Engli!h fettlements as 
they had ever been among the Iri1h tribes. Palat.nates 
were erected in favour of the new adventurers; independ-
ant authority conferred ; the natives, never fully fub:lued, 
frill retained their animofity againfi: the conquerors ; 
their hatred was retaliated by like injuries; and from 
thefe caufes, the Iriili, during the courfe of four cent11ries, 
remained :frill favage and untractable: It was not till the 
latter end of Elizabeth's reign, that the ifland was fully 
fubdued; nor till that of her fucceffor, that it gave aopes 
of becoming a ufeful conq ue:fi: to the Englilh nation. 

BESIDES that the eafy and peaceable fubmiffion 1>f the 
lrilh left Henry no farther occupation in that iflarxl, he 
was recalled from it by another incident, which vras of 
the lafr importance to his interefr and fafety. The two 
legates, Albert and Theodin, to whom was comnitted 
the trial of his conduct in the murder of arch1ilhop 
Becket, were arrived in Normandy; and being impttient 
of delay, fent him frcq uent letters, full of menaces, if 
pe protracted any longer making his appearance ·,efore 

e Brompton1 P• 1069, Ncubrig. P! 403. 

them. 
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c HA P.them r. He hail:ened therefcre to Normandy, and had a 
IX. r . h h S . ~conterence wtt t em at evtgny, where their demands 
JJ7Z· were fo exorbitant, that he broke off the negotiation, 

threatened to return to !:eland, and bade them do 
their woril: againft him. They perceived that the feafon 
was now pafl: for taking ad\antage of that tragical inci
dent; which, had it been hotly purfued by interdicts 
and excommunications, was capable of throwing the 
whole kingdom into comb11fiian. But the time, which 
Henry had happily gained, had contributed to appeafe 
the minds of men : The evmt could not now have the 
fame influence, as when it uas recent; and as the clergy 
every day looked for an accommodation with the king, 
they had not oppofed the pretenfions of his partizans, 
who had been very indufirious in reprefenting to the 
people his entire innocence in the murder of the primate, 
and his ignorance of the ddigns formed by the alfaffins. 
The legates, therefore, foun:l themfelves obliged to lower 
their terms ; and Henry vras fo fortunate as to con
clude an accommodation w.th them. He declared upon 
oath, before the reliques of the faints, that, fo far from 
commanding or defiring the death of the archbilhop, he 
was extremely grieved when ~e received intelligence of it : 
But as the paffion, which )e had expreff'ed on account 
of that ·prelate's conduB:, h'd probably been the occafion 
of his murder, he fripulated the following conditions, as 

The king's an atonement for the offence. He promifed, that he 
~:~fC:m;ith fhould pardon all fuch as had been banilhed for adhering 
the court of to Becket, and lhould refio~ them to their Jivings; that 
Rome, the fee of Canterbury ihould be reinfiated in all its an-

tient poff'effions; that he fh<~uld pay the templars a fum 
of money fufficient for the fubfiftance of two hundred 
knights during a year in the Holy Land; that he fhould 
himfelf take the crofs at the Chrifrmas following, and, 

f Girald. CambJ. p. 778. 
if 
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if the pope required it, ferve three years againfl: the c ~xA p. 

infidels, either in Spain or Palefl:ine; that he ihould not~ 
1nfifl: on the obfervance of fuch cufioms, derogatory to ll7Z• 

ecclefiafl:ical privileges, as had been introduced in his 
own time; and that he iliould not obfiruCl: appeals to the 

pope in ecclefiafl:ical caufes, but fhould content himfelf 

with exaCl:ing fufficient fecurity from fuch clergymen as 
left his dominions to profecute an appeal, that they iliould 

nttempt nothing againfl: the rights of his crown g. Upon 

figning thefe conceffions, Henry received abfolution from 
the legates~ and was confirmed in the grant of Ireland 
made by pope Adrian h: and nothing proves more ftrong-

-)y the great abil:ties of this monarch, than his e~tricating 

himfelf, on fuch eafy terms, from fo difficult a fituation. 
He had always infified, that the laws, e£l:ablifhed at Cla
rer1don, contained not any new claims, but the ancient 

cuftoms of the kingdom; and he was frill at liberty, not

with £landing the articles of this agreement, to maintain 

his pretenfions. Appeals to the pope were indeed permit

ted by that treaty; but as the kin~ was alfo permitted to 
~x:1ct reafonable fecurities from the parties, and might 
ftretch his demands on this head as far as he pleafed, he 

had it virtually in his power to prevent the pope from 

reaping any advantage by this feeming conceffion. And 
on the whole, the confl:itutions of Clarendon remained 

ftill the law ~f the realm ; though the pope and his 

legates feem fo little to have conceived the king's power 
to lie under any legal limitations, that they were fatisfied 

with his departing, by treaty, from one of the moft mo

mentous articles of thefe conftitutions, without requirin~ 

any repeal by the fl:ates of the kingdom. 
HENRY, freed from this dangerous controverfy with 

the ecclefiafl:ics and with the fee of Rome, feemed now 

C M. Paris, p. 88. Benedilt, Abb, P• H• Hoveden, P• 519. Diceto, 

p. 56o. Chron, Gerv, P• . J4~l. h Brompton, P• J07J. Liber 

Nig. Sea c. p. 4 7, 

VoL.!. Ff t9 
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c H.._'!' r. to have reached the pinnacle of human grandeur and feli~ 

~city, and to be equally happy in his domefiic fituation 
1 •72· and in his political government. A numerous progeny of 

fons and daughters gave both lufire and authority to his 
crown, prevented the dangers of a difputed fucceffion, 
and reprefTed all pretenfions of the ambitious barons. 
The king's precaution alfo, in eftabli!hing the feveral 
branches of his family, feemed well calculated to prevent 
all jealoufy among the brothers, and to perpetuate the 
greatnefs of his family. He had appointed Henry, his 
eldeft fon, to be his fucceffor in the kingdom of England, 
the dutchy of Normandy, and the counties of Anjou, 
Maine, and Touraine; territories which lay contiguous, 
and which, by that means, might eafily lend to each 
other mutual affifiance, both againfi intefiine commotions 

and foreign invafions. Richard, his fecond fon, was 
invefied in the dutchy of Guienne and county of PoiB:ou; 
Geoffrey, his third fon, inherited, in right of his wife, 
the dutchy of Britanny; and the new conquefi of Ire
land was deftined for the appanage of John, his fourth 
fon. He had alfo negociated, in favour of this lafr 
prince, a marriage with Adelais, the only daughter of 
Humbert, count of Savoy and Maurienne; and was to 

receive as her dowry confiderable demefnes in Piedmont, 
Savoy, Brefre, and Dauphiny i. But this exaltation of 
his family excited the jealoufy of all his neighbours, who 
made thofe very fons, whofe fortunes he had fo anxioufly 
eftablilhed, the means of embittering his future life and 
clifl:urbing his government. 

YouNG Henry, who was rifingto man's eftate, began to 
difplay his charatler, and afpire to independance: Brave, 
ambitious, liberal, munificent, affable ; he difcovered 
qualities, which give great Iufire to youth; prognofri-.-

1 'Yp«Jd. Neuft. p. 448. Bened, Abb. p. 38. Hoveden, p~ S3Z• Dicfto, 

p. 56~. Brompton, p. 1o8z, Rymer, vol. i. p. 33· 

catc 



H E N It Y ir. 435 

cate a fhining fortune ; but, unlefs tempered in mature C HXA P. 
1 • 

age with difcretion, are the forerunners of the greatefi: '---y---J 

calamities k, It is fa id, that at the time when this prince 1 17"'· 

received the royal unCtion, his father, in order to give 

greater dignity to the ceremony, officiated at table as one 

of the retinue; and obferved to his fon, that never king 

was more royally ferved. It is nothing extraordinary, faid 

young Henry to one of his courtiers, if the fon of a count 

jhould ferve the fon of a king. This faying, which migltt 
pafs only for an innocent pleafantry, or even for an 
oblique compliment to his father, was however regarded 
as a fymptom of his afpiring temper; and his conduCt 

foon after ju!l:ified the conjecture. 

HENRY, agreeably to the promife Which he had given 

both to the pope and French king, p:...rmitted his fon to 

be crowned anew by the hands of the archbiihop of 

Roiien, and affociated the princefs Margaret, fpoufe to u 73• 

young Henry, in the ceremony 1• He afterwards allowed 

him to pay a vi fit to his father-in-law at Paris, who took 

the opportunity of infiilling into the young prince thofe 

ambitious fentiments, to which he was naturally but too 

much inclined m. Though it had been the confhnt ~~vno~\.~:04 
praCtice of France, ever fince the acceffion of the Cape- ry and h1s 

0 0 • • • brothers. 
t1an hne, to crown the fon dunng the hfe-t1me of the 

fat~er, without conferring on him any prefent participa-
tion of royalty; Lewis perfuaded his fon-in-law1 that, 

by this ceremony, which in thofe ages was deemed fo 

important, he had acquired a title to fovereignty, and 
that the king coul9 not, without inj ufl:ice, exclude him 

from immediate poffeffion of the whole, or at leafi a p:ut 

k Chron. Gerv. p. 1463. 1 Hoveden, p. 529. Diceto, p. sli". 
Brompton, P• I08o. Chron. Gerv. P· 141.1. Triver, P· sS. It appeau 

from Madox's Hiftory of the Exchequer, that filk garments were then kn<>wn 

in England, and that the coronation robes of the }Oung king and queen c<>.l 

eighty-fevtn pounds ten lhillings and four p.nce, money of thdt age. 

m Girald. Cambr. p. 7S:1. 
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c H A P. of his dominions. In confequence of thefc extrava()'ant 
IX. h' . d r. D 

~ideas, young Henry, on IS rc~urn, C11red the king to 
x 1 73· refign to him either the crown of England or the duLchy 

of Normandy; difcovered great difcontent on the rcfufal; 

fpake in the rnofi: undutiful terms of his father; and foon 

after, in cqncert with Lcwi", made his eCcape to Paris, 
where he was protec~ed and fupported by that monarch. 

vVHILE Henry was alarmed at this incident, and had 

the profi)eCl: of dangerous intrigues, or even of a w1r, 

VJhic.:h, ·whether fucccfsful or not, muf! be extremely 
calamitous and difagreeable to him, he received intelli

gcace of new misfortunes, which mufi: have affetl:ed him 

in the mofi: fenfiblc manner. ~teen Eleanor, who had 
Jifgufi:ed her firfi: huiband by her gallantries, was no lefs 
offcnfive to her ft:cond, by her jcaloufy ; and after tbs 

manner, carried to extremity, in the different periods af 
her life, every circumfiance of female weaknefs. She 
communicated her difcontents againfr Henry to her two 
younger fons, Geofl-i·cy and Rich:1rd, perfuaded them 
that they were alfo entitled to prefent po!feffion of the 
territories affigned to them; engaged them to fly fecretly 
to the court of France; and WJS meditating, herfelf, an 

efcape t() the fame court,. and had even put on man's 

apparel for that purpofe; when :lhc was feized by or
ders from her hufband, and thrown into confinement. 
Thus, Europe faw with afioni{hrr.ent the beft and mo!l: 
indulgent of parents at war with his whole family; three 
boys, fcarcely arrived at the age of puberty, require a 
great monarch,. in the full vigour of his age and height 
of his reputation, to dethrone himfelf in their favour; 
and feveral princes not afhamed to fupport them in thefe
unnatural and abfurd pretenfions. 

HENRY, reduced to this perilous and difagreeable .fitu

ation, had recourfe to the court of Rome: Though 
fenfible of the danger attending the interpo.fition o.f 
ecclefiafiical authority in temporal difputes, he applied to 

3 ilie 
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the pope, as his fuperior lord, to excommunicate his C) H A r. 

enemies, and b)' thcf~ cenfures to reduce to obedience his~~ 
undutiful children, whom he found fuch reluctance to 1 1;3. 
puniili by the fword of the m:1gifirate "• Alexander, wdl 
plea fed to exert h;s power in fo j ufilfiable a caufe, ifTucd 

the bulls required of him : But it was foon found, that 

thcfe fpiritual weapons had not the fame force as when 

employed in a fpir!tual contro·vcrfy; and that the clergy 

were very negligent in fupporting a fentencc, which was 

nowife cakulated to promote the immediate interefis of 

their order. The king, after taking in v:1in this humili-

ating fiep, was obliged to have recourfe to arms, and to 

enl iH fuch auxiliaries, as are the ufual refourcc of tyrants, 

and have feldom been employed by fo wife and jufi a 

monarch. 
'rHE lcofc government which prevailed in all the fiates 

of Europe, the many private wars carried on among the 

neighbouring nobles, and the impoffibility of enforcing 

any general execution of the laws, had encou~aged a tribe 

of banditti to clifiurb every where the public peace, to 

infeft the highways, to pillage the open country, and to 

brave all the efforts of the civil magiH:rate, and even the 

excommunications of the church, which were fulminated 

againfr them Q. 'rroops of them were fometimes inlifl:ed 

in the fervice of one prince or baron, fometimes in that 

of a:.1other: They often acted in an independant manner, 

under leaders of their own: The p~aceablc and induf

trious inhabitar.t~, reduced to poverty by their ravages, 

were frequently obliged for fubfifience to betake them

felves to a like diforderly courfe of life: And a continual 

ir..tefl:ine war, pernicious to indufiry, as w.-::11 as to the 

n Epift. Petri Blef. epift. 136. in Biblioth. Patr. tom. xxiv. p. to4S. 
His words are, Ptjlr4 jurijdi8ionis rj1 regnum Anglite, et quantum ad Jeuatf

tarii juris obligationem, vobis duntaxat obnoxius tmeor. The fame tlrange pa• 

per is in Rymer, vol. i. p. 35• and Tr:vet, vol. i. p. 62., 

q Neubri~. p. 4·13• 

execution 
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c H A P. execution of jufrice, was thus carried on in the bowels 
lX. 
~ of every kingdom P. Thofe defperate ruffians received the 

l173· name fometimes of Brabancrons, fometimes of Routiers or 

Cottereaux; but for what reafon, is not agreed by hifro

rians : And they formed a kind of fociety or government 

among themfelves, which fet at defiance the refi of man

kind. The greatefi monarchs were not afhamed, on oc-· 

cafion, to have recourfe to their affifiance ; and as their 

habits of war and depredation had given them experience, 

hardinefs, and courage, they generally compofed the moft 

formidable part of thofe armies, which decided the poli

tical quarrels of princes. Several of them were enlified 

among the forces levied by Henry's enemies q ; but the 

great treafures amafTed by that prince enabled him to en

gage more numerous troops of them in his fervice; and 

the fituation of his affairs rendered even fuch banditti the 

pnly forces on whofe fidelity he could repofe any confi

dence. His licentious barons, difgufied with a vigilant 

government) were more defirous of being ruled by young 

princes, ignorant of public affairs, remifs in their con

dutt, and profufe in their grants r; and as the king had 

enfured to his fons the f4cceffion to every particular pro

vince of his dominions, the nobles dreaded no danger in 

adhering to thofe who, they knew, mufi fome time be

~ome their fovereigns. Prompted by thefe motives, many 

of the Nor man nobility had deferted to his fon Henry; 

the Breton and Gafcon baron$ feemed equally difpofed to 

embrace ~he quarrel of Geoffrey and Richard. Difaffec

tion had creeped in among the Englifh; and the earls of 

Leicefter and Chefier in particular had openly declared 

f!gainfi the king. Twenty thoufand Braban~ons, there
fore? joined to (ome troops, which he brought over from 

1reland, and a few barons of approved fidelity, forme~ 

p Chron. Gerv. p. 1461, 

· f Piceto_. p. 570. · 
~ J ' .... . 

q Petr. ,J31ef. epifr. 47• 
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the fole force, with which he intended to rdift his c H A P. 
· IX. 

enem1es. '---v---' 
LEwrs, in order to bind the confederates in a clofer ll73· 

union, fummoned at Paris an dfembly of the chief va!fals 
of the crown, received their approbation of his meafures, 
and engaged them by oath to adhere to the caufe of young 

Henry. This prince, in return, bound himfelf by a like 

tie never to defert his French allies ; and having made a 

new great feal, he laviihly .difiributed among them many 

confiderable parts of thofe territories, which he purpofed 

to conquer from his father. The counts of Flanders, 

Boulogne, Blois, and Eu, partly moved by the general 

jealoufy arifing from Henry's power and ambition, partly 

allured by the profpeB: of reaping advantage from the in

confiderate temper and the necdlities of the young prince, 

declared openly in favour of the latter. William, king 

of Scotland, had alfo entered ..in:o this great confederacy; 

and a plan was concerted for a general invafion on 

different parts of the king's extenfive and factious do-
. . } 

mmwns. 
HosTILITIEs were firft commenced by the counts of 

Flanders and Boulogne on the frontiers of Normandy. 

Thofe princes laid fiege to Aumale, which was delivered 

into their hands, by the treachery of the count of that 
name : This nobleman furrendered hirnfelf prifoner; and, 

on pretence of thereby paying his ranfom, opened the 

gates of all his other fortre!fes. The two counts next 

befieged and made themfelves mafrers of Drincourt: But 

the count of Boulogne was here mortally wounded in the 

a!fault; and this incident put fome fiop to the progrefs 

of the Flemiih arms. 
IN another quarter, the king of France, being fl:ronglyw .. rs and 

affified by his va!fals, a!fembled a bareat army of [even i?furrcc-tlons. 

thoufand knights and their followers on horfeback, and 

~ ~roportionable number of infantry : Carrying young 

F f + Henry 
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C ~X~ P. Henry along with him, he laid fiege to Verneiiil, which 
'--v--' was vigoroufly defended by Hugh de Lacy and Hugh de 

U73· Beauchamp, the governors. After he had lain a month 
pefore the place, the garrifon, being firaitened for pro
vifions, were obliged to capitulate; and they engaged, 
if not relieved within three days, to furrender the town

1 
find to retire into the citadel. On the laft of thefe days, 
Henry appeared with his ~rmy upon the heights above 
Verneiiil. Lewis, dreading an attack, fent the arch
bifhop of ~ens and the count of Blois to the Englifh 
-=amp, and defired that next day !hould be appointed for 
.a conference, in order to efiablifh a general peace, and 
terminate the difference between flenry and his fons. ' 
The king, who paffionately defired this accommodation, 
and fufpetl:ed no fraud, gave his confent; but Lewis, 
that morning, obliging the garrifon to furrender, accord. 
ing to the capitulation~ fet fire to the place, and began 
to retire with his army. Henry, provoked at this artifice, 
attacked the rear with vigour, put them to rout, did fome 
execution, and took feveral prifoners. The French ar
my, as tpeir time of fervice was now expired, immedi
ately difperfed themfelves into their feveral provinces; 
;:tnd left Henry free to profecute his advantages againfi his 
other enemies. 

THE nobles of Britanny, infti~ated by the earl of Chef
ter anq Ralph de Fougeres, were all in arms; but their 
progrefs was checked by a body of Braban~ons, whi~h 
the ki!Jg, <lfter Lewis's retreat, had fent againfi them. 
The two armies came to an atl:ion near Dol ; where the 
rebels were defeated, fifteen hunqred killed on the fpot, 

find the leaders, the earls of Chefier and F ougeres, obliged 
~o take !helter in the town of Dol. Henry hafi-ened tq 

form the fiege of that p1ace, and carried on the attack 
¥>Tith fuch ardour, that he obliged the governor and 
p<frrifon to furren~er t~e~felves .prifoners. By thefe 

yigorous 
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vigorous meafures and happy fucceffes, the infurre8ions C ~X~ P. 

were entirely quell ed in Britanny; and the king, thus '--"v--J 
fortunate · in all quarters, willingly agreed to a conference 1171· 

with Lewis, in hopes, that his enemies, finding all their 
migh ty efForts entirely frufirated, would terminate hofti-
Jities on fame moderate and reafonable conditions. 

THE two monarchs met between Trie and Gifors; 
~nd Henry had here the mortification to fee his three fons 
in the retinue of his mortal enemy. As Lewis had no 
other pretence for war than fupporting the claims of the 
young princes, the king made them fuch offers as chil
dren might be afhamed to infifl:: on, and could be extorted 
from him by nothing but his parental affection or by the 
prefent ncceffity of his affairs s. He infi:fi:ed only on re
taining the fovereign authority in all his dominions; but 
offered you.ng Henry half the revenues of England, with 
fome places of furety in that kingdom; or, if he rather 
chofe to rcfide in Normandy, half the revenues of that 
dutchy, with all thofe of Anjou. He made a !ike offer 
to Richard in Guienne; he promifed to refign Britanny 
to Geoffrey ; and if thefc conceffions were not deemed 
fufficient, he agreed to add to them whatever the pope's 
legates, who were prefent, iliould require of him t. The 
earl of Leicefrer was alfo prefent at the negotiation ; and 
either from. the impetuofity of his temper, or from a view 
of abruptly breaking off a conference which mufi cover 
the allies with confufion, he gave vent to the mofr violent 
reproaches againfr Henry, and he ev~n put his hand to his 
fword, as if he meant to attempt fome violence againfi him~ 
This furious action threw the whole company into con
fufion, and put an end to the treaty u. 

TilE chief hopes of Henry's enemies feemed now to 

depend on the frate of affairs in England, where his au-

~ Hoveden, p. 539• 
1 Jjoveden, p. 53 6. 

t lhld. p. 536. Brompton, p. Io8&. 
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c Hr:. P. thority was expofed to the moft imminent danger. One 

'----v--' article of prince Henry's agreement with his foreign con .. 

JJ73· federates, was, that he !hould refign Kent, with Dover 

and all 1ts other fortreffes, into the hands of the earl 

of Flanders w : Yet [o little national or public fpirit pre

vailed among the independant Engliili nobility, fo wholly 

bent were they on the aggrandizement each of himfelf 

and his own family, that, notwithfianding this pernicious 

conceffion, which mufl: have produced the ruin of the 

kingdom, th(! greater part of them had confpired to make an 

infurreCl:ion and to fupport the prince's pretenfions. The 

king's principal refource lay in the church and the bilhops, 

with whom he was now in perfect agreement; whether 

that the decency of their charaCter made them a!hamed of 

fupporting fo unnatural a rebellion, or that they were 

entirely fatisfied with Henry's atonement for the murder 
of Becket and for his former invafion of ecclefiaftical im

mumtre~. That prince, however, had refigned none of 

the dfential rights of his crown in the accommodation; 

he maintained frill the fame prudent jealoufy of the court 

of Rome; admitted no legate into England, without his 

fwearing to attempt nothing againfl: the royal weroga

tives ; and he had even obliged the monks of Canterbury, 

who pretended to a free eleCtion on the vacancy made by 

the death of Becket, to chufe Roger, prior of Dover, in 

War\ ith 
Scotland. 

the place of that turbulent prelate x. 

· THE king of Scotland made an irruption into North
umberland, and committed great devaftations; but being 

oppofed by Richard de Lucy, whom Henry had left guar

dian of the realm, he retreated into his own country, 

and agreed to a ceffation of arms. This truce enabled the 

guardian to march fouthwards with his army, in order to 
oppofe an inva!ion, which the earl of Leicefter, at thQ 

w Hoveilen, p. 533• Brompton, P• 1084. Ncubr. p. soS. 
~ H~vedcn, p. 531• 
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head of a great body of Flemings, had made upon Suf- c H A P• 

folk. The Flemings had been joined by Hugh Bigod, ~ 
who made them mafl:ers of his cafl:le of Framlingham ; U73• 

and marching into the heart of the kingdom, where they 
hoped to be fupported by Leicefl:er's vaifals, they were 
met by Lucy, who, affifred by Humphry Bohun, the 
confi:able, and the earls of Arundel, Glocefl:er, and Corn-
wal, had advanced to Farnham with a lefs numerous, but 
braver army, to oppofe them. The Flemings, who 
were mofi:ly weavers and artificers (for manufaCtures were 
now beginning to be efi:ablifhed in Flanders) were broken 
in an infi:ant, ten thoufand of them were put to the fword, 
the earl of Leicefl:er was taken prifoner, and the remains 
of the invaders were glad to compound for a fafe retreat 
into their own country: 

THIS great defeat did not difhearten the malcontents; u 74• 

who, being fupported by the alliance of fo many foreign 
princes, and encouraged by the king's own fons, deter-
mined to perfevere in their enterprize. The earl of Fer-
rars, Roger de Moubray, Archetil de Mallory, Richard 
de Moreville, Hamo de Mafcie, together with many 
friends of the earls of Leicefrer and Chefier, rofe in arms : 
The fidelity of the earls of Clare and Glocefrer were fuf
peCl:ed; and the guardian, though vigoroufl.y fupported 
by Geoffrey, bilhop of Lincoln, the king's natural fon 
by the fair Rofamond, found it difficult to defend him
fclf on all quarters, from fo many open and concealed 
enemies. The more to augment the confufion, the king 
of Scotland, on the expiration of the truce, broke into the 
northern provinces with a great army Y of 8o,ooo men ; 
which, though undifciplined and diforderly, and better 
fitted for committing devafi:ation, than for executing 
;my military enterprize, was become dangerous from the 

X HemiRg. P• 501. 

prefent 
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C Hr:. P. prefent fatlious and turbulent fpirit of the kingdom. 
~Henry, whd had baffled all his enemies in France, and 

u74. had put his frontiers in a pofi:ure of defence, now found 
England the feat of danger; and he determined by hi., 
prefence to overawe the malcontents; or by his conduct 

lth July. and courage to fubdue them. He landed at Southamp~ 
Pennance of ton ; and knowing the influence of fuperfrition over 
Henry for 
Becket's the minds of the people, he hafiened to Canterbury, 
murd(r. jn order to mzke atonement to the allies of Thomas 

a Becket, and tender his fubmiffions to a dead enemy. 
As foon as he came within fight of the church of Canter

bury, he difmounted, walked barefoot towards it, pro
:fi-rated himfelf before the fhrine of the faint, rema·ined in 
fafring and prayer during a whole day, and watched all 
night the holy reliques. Not content with this hypocri
tical devotion towards a man, whofe violence and ingrati

tude had fo long difquieted his government, and had been 
the objeCl: of his mofl: invete rate animofity, he fubmitted 
to a pennance, frill more fingular and humiliating. He 
affembled a chapter of the monks, difrobed himfelf before 
them, put a fcourge of difcipline into the hands of each, 
:md prefented his bare fhoulders to the laihes which thefe 
ecclefiafiics fucceffively inflicted upon him, Next day, 
he received abfoLtion; and departing for London, got 
foon after the agreeable intelligence of a great viCtory 
which his generals had obtained over the Scots, and which, 

being gained, as was reported, on the very day of his ab

folution, was regarded as the earnefi of his final reconci ... 

liation with Heaven and with Thomas a Becket, 
WILLIAM, king of Scots, though repulfed before the 

cafi:le of Prudhow, and other fortified places, had com
mitted the mofi: horrible depredations upon the northern 
provinces: But on the approach of Ralph de Glanville, 
the famous j ufiiciary, feconded by Bernard de Baliol, 
Robcrt de Stuteville, Odonel de Umfreville, William de 

Vefci, 
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V efci, and other northern barons, together with the gal- C H A P. 
IX. 

]ant bifhop of Lincoln, he thought proper to retreat nearer~ 
his own country, and he fixed his camp at Alnwic. - He u74~ 

had here weakened his army extremely, by fending out 

numerous detachments in order to extend his rav~ges; 

and he lay abfolutely fafe, as he imagined, from any at-

tack of the enemy. But Glanville, informea of ·his fitu • 

ation, made a hafiy and f:ltiguing march to Newcafi:le; 

and allowing his foldiers only a fmall interval for refrelh-

ment, he immediately fet out towards evening for Aln-
wic. He marched that night above thirty miles; arrived 
in the m~rning, under cover of a mi!l, near the Scottifh 13th July .. 

camp ; and regardlefs of the great numbers of the enemy, 
he began the attack with his fmall, but determined, body 

of cavalry. William was living in fuch fupine fecuri~y, 
that he took the Englilh at firft for a body of his own ra-
v.tgers, who were returning to the camp: But the fight of 
their banners convincing him of his mifi:ake, he entered 

on the action with no greater body than a hundred horfe, 
in confidence, that the numerous army, which furround-
ed him, would foon hafien to his relief. He was dif- Willhm, 

king of 
mounted on the firft iliock, and taken prifoner; while his Scotland, 

h · f h" d"'"" 11. R d 11 ~d · h l defeatedao.d troops, eanng o t 1s uauer, e cm a 11 es w1t t 1e taken pri- . 

utmofi: precipitation. The difperfed ravagers made the foner. 

·beft of their way to their own country; and difcord arifing 

among them, they proceeded eve:n to mutual hoftilities, 

and fuffered more from each other's fword than from that 
of the enemy. 

THIS great and important viCl:ory proved at lafi: deci
five in favour of Henry, and entirely broke the fpirit of 
the Englilh rebels. The bilhop of Durham, who was 
preparing to revolt, made his fubmiffions; Hugh Bigod

7 

though he had received a ftrong reinforcement of Fle

mings, was obliged to furrender all his caftles, and throw 

himfelf on the king's mercy; no bette-r iefource was left 

t~ 
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C ~X~ P. to the earl of Ferrars an<.l Roger de Moubray; the inferio'r 

~rebels imitating the example, all England was refiored to 
u;4. tranquillity in a few weeks; and as the king appeared to 

lie under the immediate protection of Heaven, it was 

deemed impious any longer to refill him. The clergy 
exalted anew the merits and powerful interceffion of 
Becket; and Henry, infiead of oppofing this fuperftition, 
plumed himfelf on the new friendihip of the faint, and 
propagated an opinion which was fo favourable to his 

interefis z. 

· PRINCE Henry, who was ready to embark at Grave· 

lines with the earl of Flanders and a great army, hearing 
that his partizans in England were fuppreffed, abandoned 
all thoughts of the enterprize, and joined the camp of 

Lewis, who, during the abfence of the king, had made 
an irruption into Normandy, and had laid .fiege te> 

Roi.ien a. The place was defended with great vigour by 
the inhabitants b ; and Lewis, defpairing of fucccfs by 
open force, tried to gain the town by a ftratagem, which, 

in that fuperftitious age, ~:as deemed not very honour· 

able. He proclaimed in his own camp a cdfation of 

arms, on pretence of celebrating the feftival of St. Lau
rence; and when the citizens, fuppofing themfelves in 

fafety, were fo imprudent as to remit their guard, he pur

pofed to take advantage of their fecurity. Happily, fame 

prie:fi:s had, from mere curiofity, mounted a fteeple, 

where the alarm-bell hung; and obferving the French 

camp in motion, they immediately rang the bell, and gave 
warning to the inhabitants, who ran to their fevcral fta
tions. The French, who, on hearing the alarm, hur
ried to the affault, had already mounted the walls in 

feveral places ; but being repulfed by the enraged citi

zens, were obliged to retreat with confiderable Iofs c:. 

2 Hoveden, p. 539• a Brompton, p. Jog6. b Diceto, 
f, S78• c .Brom£1tQn, P• 1096. Neubrig. P• 41 x. Heming. P· 503. 
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Next day, Henry, who had hafl:ened to the defence of his c ~X~ p. 

Norman dominions, paffed over the bridge in triumph;~ 
and entered Rouen in fight of the French army. The 117+ 
city was now in abfolute fafety; and the king, in order 
to brave the French monarch, commanded the gates, 
which had been walled up, to be opened ; and he prepared 
to pufh his advantages againft the enemy. Lewis faved 
l1imfelf from this perilous fituation by a new piece of de-
ceit, not fo juftifiable. He propofed a conference for ad-
j ufting the terms of a general peace, which, he knew, 
would be greedily embraced by Henry; and while the 
king of England trufied to the execution of his promife, 
he made a retreat with his army into France. 

THERE was, however, a neceffity on both fides for an 
accommodation. Henry could no longer bear to fee hiS 
three fons in the hands of his enemy; and Lewis dreaded, 
left this great monarch, viCl:orious in all quarters, crowned 
with glory, and abfolute mafier of his dominions, might 
take revenge for the many dangers and difquietudes, which 
the arms, and {till more the intrigues of France, had, in 
his difputes both with Becket and his fons, found means to 
raife him. After making a cdfation of arms, . a con
ference was agreed on near Tours; where Henry granted 
his fons much lef..<; advuntageous terms than he had for-
merly offered; and he received their fubmiffions. The The king•• 

• accommo-
rnoft material of his conceffions were fome penfions whtch dation witb 

he fl:ipulated to pay them, and fome caftles which he his fons~ 
granted· them for the place of their refidence ; together 
with an indemnity for all their adherents, who were 
reftored to their eftates and honours d. 

OF all thofe who had embraced the caufe of the young 
princes, William king of Scotland, was the only confi
derable lofer, by that invidious and unj ufi enterprize. 

d Rymer, vol. i. p. 3 5• Bened. Ab b. p. 88. Hoveden, p. 540. Dice to, 
P• 583. Brompton, p. IogS, Heming. p. sos. Chron, Dunft. p. 36. 

2 H{)nry 
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c H A P. Henry delivered from confinement, without exactincr an<lf 
IX ~ J 
~ ranfom, about nine hundred knights whom he had taken 

' u74. prifoners; but it cofr William the ancient independancy 

of his crown as the price of his liberty. He fiipulated 

to do homage to Henry for Scotland and all his other pof

feffions ; he engaged that all the barons and nobility of 

his kingdom fhould alfo do homage ; that the bifhops 

1hould take an oath of fealty; that both iliould fwcar to 

adhere to the king of England againfi: their native prince1 

if the latter fhould break his engagements ; and that the 

n 75• fortreffes of Edinburgh, £tiding, Berwic, Roxborough; 

soth Aug. and Jedborough iliould be delivered into Henry's hands, 

till the performance of articles e. This fevere and humi

liating treaty was executed in its full rigour. William, 

being releafed, brought up all his barons, prelates, and 

abbots ; and they did homage to Henry in the cathedral 

of York, and acknowledged him and his fucceffors for 

their fuperior lord r. The Engliili monarch firetched 

ftill farther the rigour of the conditions which he exaaed. 

He engaged the king and ftates of Scotland to make a per• 

petual ceffion of the fortreffes of Berwic and Roxbo

rough, and to allow the caftle of Edinburgh to remain 

.in his hands for a limited time. '!'his was the firfi great 

afcendant which England obtained over Scotland ; and 
indeed the firfi: important tranfaB:ion which had pafled 

between the kingdoms. Few princes have been fo 
fortunate as to gain confiderable advantages over their 
weaker neighbours with lefs violence and rnjufiice, than was 

praetifed by Henry againfl: the king of Scots, whom he had 

taken prifoner in battle, and who had wantonly engaged 
in a war, in which all the neighbours of that prince, and 

e M. Paris, l'• 91. Chron. Dunft. p. 36. Hoveden, P• 545· M. Weft. 

p. 251. Diceto, p. 584. Brompton, P• 1103. Rymer, vol. i. P• 39• Liber 

Niicr Scaccarii, p. 36, f Bened, Abb. p. 113• 
even 
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even his own family, were, without ptovocation; corn- C H A ~. 

b. d . n. h. . IX, me agamn: I m g. ~ 

HENRY, having thus, contrary ttj expeC:l:ation, ex- t<· J J7S• 

tricated himfelf with honour .from a fituation, in which eq~~~:~le 
his throne was expofed to great danger, was em~~~:niftra· 
ployed for feveral years in the adminiftration of j uf .. 
tice, in the execution of the laws, and in guarding 
againfi thofe inconveniences, which either the paft con-
vulfions of his fl:ate; or the political infritutions of that 
age, unavoidably occafioned. The provifions, which he 
made, fhow fuch largenefs of thought as qualified him 
for being a Jegillator; and they were commonly calcu-
lated as well for the future as the prefent happinefs of 
his kingdom. 

HE enaCted fevere pertalties againfr robbery, murder, t176d 

falfe coining, arfon ; and ordained that thefe crimes 
fhould be punifhed by the amputation of the right 
hand and right foot h. The pecuniary commutation for 
crimes, which has a falfe appearance of lenity, had been 
gradually difufed ; and feems to have been entirely abo-
liihed by the rigour of thefe fi:atutes. The fuperftitious 
trial by water ordeal, though condemned by the church i~ 
ftill fubfified; but Henry ordained, that any man, accufed 
of murder or any heinous felony by the oath of the legal 
knights of the county, 1hould, even though acquitted by 
the ordeal, be obliged to abjure the realm k, 

ALL advances towards reafon and good fenfe are flow 
and gradual. Henry, though fenfible of the great ab ... 
furdity attending the trial by duel or battle, did not 
venture to aboliili it: He only admitted either of the par .. 

g Some Scatch hiftorians pretend, that 'Villiam paid, befides, too,ooo 
pounds of tanfom, which is quite incredible. The ranfom cf Richard I. who, 
befides England, poffeffed fo many rich territories in Fr~ nce, was cnly J so,oco 
marks, and yet was levied with great difficulty4 Indeed, rwo thirds of it only 
could be paid before his deliverance. h Bened. Abb, p. 131 .. HovedUl, 
p. S49• 1 Seld . Spicilei• ad Eadm. p. 204. k Bened, Abb. p. 13~. 

VoL. I. G g ties 
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c H A P. ties to challenge a trial by an affize or jury of twelve 

~free holders 1• This latter method of trial feems to have 
u76. been very ancient in England, and was fixed by the laws 

of king Alfred : But the barbarous and violent genius of 

the age had of late given more credit to the trial by battle, 

which had become the general method of deciding all im

portant controvedies. · It wa3 never aboliihed by law in 
England; and there is an in fiance of it fo late as the reign 
of Elizabeth : But the infiitution revived by this king, 

being found more reafonable and more fuitable to a ci

vilized people, gradually prevailed over it. 
THE partition of England into four divifions, and the 

~ppointment of itinerant jufiices to go the circuit in each 

divifion, and to decide the caufes in the counties, was 

another important ordinance of this prince, which had a 

diretl: tendency to curb the oppreffive barons, and to pro
tect the inferior gentry and common people in their pro

perty m. Thofe j ufiices were either prelates or confider
able noblemen ; who, befides carrying the authority of 
the king's commiffion, were able, by the dignity of their 
own charatl:er, to give weight and credit to the laws. 

THAT there might be fewer obfiacles to the execution 

of j ufiice, the king was vigilant in demolilhing all the 
new eretl:ed cafiles of the nobility, in England as well 

as in his foreign dominions ; and he permitted ni for
trcfs to remain in the cufiody of thofe whom he founa 
rcafon to fufpetl: n. 

BuT left the kingdom !hould be weakened by this de
molition of the fortreffes, the king fixed an affize of 

arms, by which all his fubjetl:s were obliged to put them

felves in a fituation for defending themfelves and th~ 

realm. Every man, poflefi{;~d of a knight's fee, was or

dained to have for each fee, a coat of mail, a helmet, a 

fuield, and a lance; every free layman, poffeffed of goods 

1 Glanv. Jib. ii. cap. 7· m Hoveden, p. 590. 
n B~nedi.;t. Abbas, p. :zoz, Dlccto, p. 58 5. 
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, o the value of fixteen marks, was to be armed in like C HA P, 

manner; every one that po£reifed ten marks was obliged~ 
to have an iron gorget, a cap of iron, and a lance; all 1176. 

burgeffes were to have a cap of iron, a lance and a wam-
bais; that is, a coat quilted with wool, tow, or fuch 
like materials 0 • It appears, that archery, for which the 
Engli£h were afterwards fo renowned, had not, at this 

time, become very common among them, The fpcar 

was the chief weapon employed in bat~lc, 
THE clergy and the laity were during that age in a 

ftrange fituation with regard to each other, and fuch as 
may feem totally incompatible with a civilized, and indeed 

with any fpecies of government. If a clergyman were guilty 
of murder, he could be punifhed by degradation only: If 
he were murdered, the murderer was expofed to nothing 
but excommunication and ecclefiafi:ica1 cenfures; and the 

crime was atoned for by pennances and fubmiffion P. Hence 
the aifaffins of Thomas a Becket himfelf, though guilty 
of the mofr atrocious wickcdnefs, and the mofr repugnant 
to the fentiments of that age, lived fecurely in their own 

houfes, without being called to account by Henry him

felf, who was fo much concerned, both in honour and 
interefr, to punifh that crime, and who profdlcd or affeB:ed 

on all occafions the mofr extreme abhorrence of it. It 

was not till they found their prcfence ihunned by every 

one as excommunicated pcrfons, that they were induced 
to take a journey to Rome, to throw themfelves at the feet 
of the pontiff, and to fubmit to the pennanccs impofed upon 
them : After which, they continued to poifcis, without 
molefration, their honours and fortunes, and f~cm even 
to have recovered the countcn:1nce and good opinion of 
the public. But as the king, by the confi:itutions of· 
Clarendon, which he cndc:1voured frill to maintain q, 

o Bened. Abb. p. 305. Annal. Waver1. p. I6I. 

P Petri Bleffen. epift. 73· apud Bibl. P .• tr. hm. xxiy. P· ~9:. 

'l Cbron. Gervafe, P· J 4 33• 
had G g 2 
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c H A P. had fubje8:ed the cl~rgy to a trial by the civil magifirate, 
~it feemed but jufl: ~ ·;o give them the proteCl:ion of that 

1176. power, to which they owed obedience: It was enaCted, 
that the murderers of clergymen fhould be tried before 
the jufiiciary in the prefence of the bilhop or his official; 
and befides tbe ufual punilhment for murder, lhould be 

fubjeCl:ed to a forfeiture of their eftatcs, and a confifcation 
of their goods and chattels r. 

THE king paffed an equitable law, that the goods of 
a va!fal lhould not be feized for the debt of his lord, un
lefs the -vaffal be furety for the debt ; and that the rents 
of vaffals lhould be paid to the creditors of the lord, not 

to the lord himfelf. It is remarkable, that this law was 
• enaCted by the king in a council which he held at Ver

neiiil, and which confified of fome prelates and barons of 
England, as well as fome of Normandy, Poitlou, Anjou, 

:rv1aine, Touraine, and Britanny; and the ftatute took 

place in all thefe laft mentioned territories •, though to
tally unconneCted with each other t : A certain proof 
how irregular the ancient feudal government was, and 
how near the fovereigns, in fome inftances, approached to 

defpotifm, though in others they feemed fcarcely to poffefs 
any authority. If a prince, much dreaded and revered 
like Henry, obtained but the appearance of general con
fent to an ordinance, which was equitable and juft, it 

became immediately an efiablilhed law, and all his fub
jetl:s acquiefced in it. If the prince was hated or defpifed; 
if the nobles, who fupported him, had fmall influence; 
if the humours of the times difpofed the people to quef-

r Dic:eto, p. 59~· Chron. Cervafe, p. 1433• ' Bened. Abb; 

p. z.48. It was ufual for the kings of England, after the c:onqueft of lre
lan-.1, to fummon barons and members of that country to the Engli.th par

liament. Molineux's cafe of Ireland, p. 64, 65, 66. t Spelman 

even doubts whether the law were not al(o extended to England. If it were 

not, it could only be bec:aufe Henry did not choofe it. For his authority 

was greater in that kingdom than in his tranfmari~tc dominions, 
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tion the ju!t:ice of his ordinance; the fullefi and moflC H A P. 

authentic a!fembly had no authority. Thus all was con-~ 
fufion and difordcr; no regular idea of a confiitution; 1176· 

force and violence decided every thing. 

THE fuccefs, which had attended Henry in his wars, 

did not much encourage his neighbours to , form any 

attempt againfr him ; and his tranfatlions with them, 

during feveral years, contain little memorable. Scotland 

remained in that fiate of feudal fubjeetion, to which 

he had reduced it; and gave him no farther inquietude. 

He fent over his fourth fon, John, into Ireland, with a 

view of making a more complete conqueft of the ifland; 

but the petulance and incapacity of this prince, by which 

he enraged the Irifh chieftains, obliged the king foon after 

to recall him r. The king of France had fallen into an 

abject fupedlition; and was induced by a devotion, more 

fincere thaq that of Henry, to make a pilgrimage to the 

tomb of Be~ket, in order fq optain his interceffion for 

the cure of Phqip, his eldeft fon. He probably thought 

himfelf well intitled to the favour of that faint, on 

account of thejr ancient intimacy~ and hoped, that 

Becket, whom he had protctled while on earth, would not 

now, when he was fo highly exalted in heaven, forget 

his old friend and benefactor. The monks, fenfible that 

their faint's honour was concerned in the cafe, failed not 

to publilh, that Lewis's prayers were anfwered, and that 

the young prince was reftored to health, by Becket's in .. 

terceffion. That king himfelf was foon after frruck with 

an apoplexy, which deprived him of his undedtanding: 

Philip, though a youth of fifteen, took on him the admi

nifrration, till his father's death, which happened foon 

after, opened his way to the throne; and he proved the 

ableft and greatefr monarch that had governed that king• 

dom fince the age of Charlemagne. The fuperior years, 

c Bencd, .Abb. P• 437, "c• 
Gg3 
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C ~X~ 1". however, and experience of Henry, while theimoderated 

1..-v---' hs ambition, gave him fuch an afcendant over this prince, 

u8o. tlat no dangerous rivaHhip, for a long time, arofe be

hreen them. The Engliih monarch, infiead of taking 

advantage of his own fituation, rather employed his gooq 

onccs in compofing the quarrels which arofe in the royal 

f t.mily of France; and he was fuccefsful in mediating a 

nconci!i:ttion between Philip and his mother and uncles. 

'Thefe ~ rvices were but ill-requited by Philip, who, when 

re came to man's efrate, fomented all the domefiic dif

ords in the royal family of England, and encouraged 

Renry's fons in their ungrateful and undutiful behaviour 

to ;.rards him. 

PRL.CE Henry, equally impatient of obtaining power, 

::ud incapable of ufing it, renewed to the king the demand 

a his re'igning Normandy; and on meeting with a re

f~fal, he fled with his confort to the court of France: 

.tut not finding Philip, at that time, difpofed to enter 

into \var for his fake, he accepted of his father's offers 

~F reconciliation, and made him fubmiffions. It was a 

c-ue] circumfrance in the king's fortune, that he could 

h)pe for no tranquillity from the criminal enterprizes of 

~is fons but by their mutual difcord and animofities, 

\'hich dif!:urbed his family, and threw his fi:ate into con

v .. llfions. Richard, whom he had made mafter of Gui-:. 

e1m·, and who had difplayed his valour and military 

g~nius, by fuppreffing the revolts of hi? mutinous barons, 

nfufcd to obey Henris orders, in doing homage to his 

e:der brother for that dutchy; and he defended himfelf 

a.sainfi young Henry and Geoffrey, who, uniting their 

a:ms, carried war into his territories u. The king with 

feme difficulty compofcd this difference; but immediately 

fcund his eldefr fon engaged in confpiracies, and ready to 

t<ke arms againfr himfelf. While the young pri11ce wa~ 

u Ypc~. N~uft. ~· 451. Ben~d, A~b: p. 383. Dicetc, P• 617. 

~onduClin9 
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conduC\:ing thcfe criminal intrigues, he was feized with a C H XA P. 

fever at Martel, a ca:!He near Turenne, to which he had~ 
retired in difcontent; and feeing the approaches of death, uS3. 

he was at lafl: fl:ruck with rcmorfe for his undutiful be-
haviour towards his father. He fent a mdfage to the 
king, who was not far difl:ant; expreffed his contrition 
for his faults ; and entreated the favour of a vifit, that 
he might at leafl: die with the fatisfaB:ion of having ob-
tained his forgivenefs. Henry, who had fo often experi-
enced the prince's ingratitude and violence, apy>rehenGed 

that his ficknefs was entirely feigned, and he durfl: not 
entruft himfelf into his fon~s hands : But when he foon 
after received intelligence of young Henry's death, and ~~~J~~e. 
t'he proofs of his fincere repentance, this good prince was young 

affeCted with the deepefl: farrow; he thrice fainted away; Henry. 

he accufed his own hard-heartednefs in refufing the dying 
requefl: of his fon; and he lamented, that he had deprived 
that prince of the Iafl: opportunity of making atonement 
for his offences, and of pouring out his foul in the bofom 
of his reconciled father w. This prince died in the 

twenty-eighth year of his age. 
THE behaviour of his furviving children did not tend 

to give the king any confolation for the lofs. As prince 
Benry had left no poflerity, Richard was become heir to 
all his dominions; and the king intended, that John, hi:; 

third furviving fon and favourite, ihould inherit Guienne 
as his appan age: But Richard refufed his confent, fled 
into that dutchy, and even made preparations for carrying 
on war, as well againfl: his father as againfi his brother 
Geoffrey, who was now put in poffdJion of Britanny. 
Henry fent for Elcanor, his queen, the heircfs. of Gui~ 
enne, and required Richard to deliver up to her the 
dominion of thefe territories ; which that prince, either 
dreading ?n infurrctl:ion of the Gafcons in her favour, or 

Vf Bened, A I b. p. 3c3. H overlen, p. 621. Trivet, vol. i. F• 84. 
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~ H A P. retaining fome fenfe of duty towards her, readily per
~~ formed ; and he peaceably returned to his father's ~ourt. 

•
183· No fooner was this quarrel accommodated, than Geoffrey, 

the mofr vic ious perhaps of all Henry's unhappy family~ 
broke o~t into violence; demanded Anjou to be annexed 
to his dominions of Britanny; and ~n meeting with a 

u~s · refufal, fled to the court of France, and levieq forces 
again fr his father~. l:Jenry was fr~ed fro~ ~hi,~· ~angc;r 
by his fon's de4th, who was killed in a to~rnamf!nt at 
Paris r. The widow of Geoffrey? foon aft~r ~is dec~afe, 
was delivered of a fon, who received the name of i\.rthur, 
and was invefl:ed in the d~Jtchy of Britanny, uncle; the 
guardian!hip of his grandfather~ whq, as duke of Nor
mandy, was alfo fuperior lord of t~at territory. Philip, 
4s lord Paramount, difputed fome time ~is ti~le to this 
wardlbip; but was obliged to yieid to ~he'indina~ions of 
the Bretons, who preferred the government of flenry. 

Crufades. BuT the rivaHhip between t~efe potent princes, and 
all their inferior interefts, feeq1ed ~ow to have given 
place to the general paffion for the relief of t4e Holy 
Land, aml' the expuHion of the Saracens. . Thofe infidels, 
though obliged to yield to the imm~pfe ~~undation of 
Chriftians in the firft crufade, had fecovered courage after 
the torrent was paft; and atta~king on all quarters the 
fettlements of the Europeans, had red~ced thefe adven
turers to great difficulties, and ob~iged them to apply 
again for fuccours from the weft. A fecond crufade; 
under the emperor Conrade, a~d Le~is VII. king of 
France, in which there · perilhed ?boye ' 2~02 000 men, 
brought them but a temporary relief; and thofe princes, 
after loling fuch immenfe armies, and feeing ihe 'flower 
9f their nobility fall by t~eir fide, returne4" wi~h little 
honoor into Europe. l3ut thefe repeated misfortunes, 
which drained the wefiern wor]~ of its peopl~ and trea,; 

.. ... ; . o. f I • ' ••• \ 

x Neubrjg. p • .op:, 
P: I480. . . 
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fure, were not yet f4fficient tp cure men of their paffion C I-f ~ P~ 
for thofe fpiritual adventures; and a new incident reki~-~ 
died with freih fury the ze~l of the ecclefiafl:ics and mili- uss. 
tary adve~tures among the Latin Chrift~ans~ Saladin~ 
a prince ~f great generofity, bravery? and conduct, having 
fixeq himfelf pn the throne of Egypt, begap to extend 
his conquefi:s over t~e eafl:; and finding the fettlemept of 
the Chrifl:ians in falefl:ine an invincible obfiacle to the 
progrefs of his arms? he b~nt the whole force of his 
policy and valour to fubd~e that fmall and barren, but 
lmportant territory. Taking advantage of diffen~ions, 
which prevailed among the ~hampions of the crofs, and 
~aving fe~retly ga~ned t~e count 9f Tripoli, wqo com-
manded their armies? he i~vade~ th~ fr~ntiers with a 
p1ighty p~w~r; and, aided by the treachery of that count~ 
~ained over them a~ Tiberiade a complete viCtory, which uS7. 

ptterly an~ihilated the force of t~e alrea~y languilhing 
~ingdom of Jerufalem. The holy city itfelf fell into his 
llands after a feeble refifl:ance; the klngdom of Antioch 
w~~ almofi entirely fubdued; and exc~pt fome maritime 
towns, nothing confiderable remained of thofe boafred 
~onquefis, which, near a century before, it had coft the 
efforts of all Europe to ~cq'!.lire z. 

THE wefl:ern Chriftians were afl:onilhed on receiving 
this difmal intelligence. Pope Urban Ill. it is pretended, 
died of grief; ·and his fucceffor, Gregory VIII. em
ployed the whole time of his fuort pontificate in rouzing 
to arms all the Chrifiians who acknowledged his autho
~ity. The general cry was, that they were unworthy 
?f enjoying any inheritance in heaven, who did not vin
dicate from the dominion of the infidels the inheritance 
of God on earth, and deliver from flavery that coun~ry 
which had been confecrated by the footfteps of their 
Re~ecm~r. William, archbilhop of Tyre, having pro-

~ M. Paris, P• I<MQ, 
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c H A P. cured a conference between Henry and Philip near Gifors, 

~enforced all thefe topics; gave a pathetic defcription of 

us~ . the miferable :ftate of the eafl:ern Chrifl:ians; and ~mploy-
,. 1ft Janu- d . h 1. 

ry. e every argument to exc1te t e ru mg paffions of the age, 

fuperfl:ition and jealoufy of military honour a. The two 

monarchs immediately took the crofs ; many of their 

mofr confiderable vaffals imitated the example b ; and as 

the emperor Frederic I. entered into the fame confederacy, 

fom~ well-grqunded hopes of fuccefs were entertained; 

and men flattered themfelves, that an enterprize, whicli 

had failed under the conduct of many independant lead

ers, or of imprudent princes, might at lafr, by the 

efforts of fuch potent and able monarchs, ~e brought to 

a happy iffue. 
'rHE kings of France and England impofed a tax, 

amounting to the tenth of all moveable goods, on fuch as 

remained at home c ; but as they exempted from this bur

qcn m oft of the regular clergy, the fecular afpired to the 

fame immunity; pretended that thei .~.· duty obliged them 

to affifr the crufade with 'their prayers alone; and it was 

with fome difficulty they were conflrained to defifi from 

an oppofition, which in them, who had been the chief 

promoters of thofe pious enterprizes, appeared with the 

worfi: grace imaginable d. This backwardnefs of the 

clergy is perhaps a fymptom, that the enthufiafi:ic ardour, 

which had at firfi: fcizcd the people for crufades, was 

now by time and ill fuccefs con:fiderably abated; and 

that the frenzy was chiefly fupported by the military 

genius and love of glory in the monarchs. 
BuT b~fore this great machine could be put in motion, 

there were frill many obil:acles to furmount. Philip, 

jealous of Henry's power, entered into a private confe,

deracy with young Richanl ; and working on his ambi .. 

tious and impatient temper, perfuaded him, infread of 

a Bene~. Abh. p. c;~ r, 

c Ben:d. Abb. r· 493. 
b N~ ubrig . D. 435· Heminr . P· sa· 
d Petri Bletfen. epifr. I 12· 
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fupporting and aggrandizing that monarchy, which he c H A P. 

was one day to inherit, to feek prefent power and inde-~
pendance, by difturbing and difmembering it. In order n89. 

. r: h Jl.'l' . b h k' Revolt of to gtve a pretence 10r on1 1t1es etween t e two mgs, prince Ri-

Richard broke into the territories of Raymond, count ofchara. 

Touloufe, who immediately carried complaints of this 

violence before the king of France as his fuperior lord. 

Philip remonftrated with Henry; but_received for anfwer, 
that Richard had confeued to the archbi!hop of Dublin, 

that his enterprize againft R aymond had been under-
taken by the approbation of Philip himfelf, and was 
condutled by his authority. The king of France, who 
might have been covered with fuame and confufion by 
this detetlion, frill profecuted his defign, and invaded 
the provinces of Berri and Auvergne1 under colour of 

revenging the quarrel of the count of Touloufe e .. 

Henry retaliated, by making inroads upon the frontiers 
of France, and burning Dreux. As this war, which 
aefiroyed all hopes of fuccefs in the projetled crufadc, 
gave great fcandal, the two kings held a conference at 
the accufiomed place between Gifors and Trie, in order 

to find means of accommodating their differences: They 

feparated on worfe terms than before; and Philip, to 
fhow 1-}is difgufi-, ordered a great elm, under which the 

conferences had been ufually held, to be cut down f; 
as if he had renounced all defire of accommodation, 
flnd was determined to carry the war to extremities againft 

the king of England. But his own vaffals refufed to 

ferve under him in fo invidious a caufe g; and he was 
obliged to come anew to a conference with Henry, and 
to offer terms of peace. Thefe terms were fuch as 
entirely opened the eyes of the king of Epglall{l, and fully 

convinced him of the perfidy of his Jon, and his fccret 

alliance with Fhilip, of which he had before only enter-

f I3ened. Abb, p. so8, f I bid. P• 5li · Sll• r. IhiJ. p. 519. 
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~ H A P. tained fame fufpicion. The ~ing of France required, 
~that Richard £hould be crowned king of England in the 

'189. life-time of his father, fuould be invefted in all his tranf
marine dominions~ and £hould immediately efpoufe Alice, 
Philip's fifter, to whom he had formerly been affianced, 
and who had already been conducted into England h. 

Henry had experienced fuch fatal effects, both from the 
crowning of his eldefi: fon, and from that prince's alli
ance with the royal family of France, that he rejected 
thefe terms; and Richard, in confequence of his fecret 
agreement with Philip, immediately revolted from him t, 
did homage to the king of france for aJI the dominions 
which Henry held of that crown, and receiv~d the in
vefl:itures, as if he had already been the lawf!Jl poffeffor. 
Several hiftorians affert, that Henry himfelf had become 
enam~.mred of young Alice, and mention this as an addi
tional reafon for his refufing thefe conditions : But he 
had fo many other jufi: and equitable motives for his con
duet, that it is fuperfluous to affign a caufe, which the 
great prudence a~d a~vance~ age of that monarch render 
fomewhat improbable. 

CARDINAL AlballQ, the pope's legate, difpleafed with 
thefe encreafing obftacles to the crufade, excommunicated 
Richard, as the chief fpring of difcord: But the fentence 
of excommunication, which, when it was properly pre
pared, and was zealoufly fupported by the clergy, had 
<>ften great influence in that age, proved entirely ineffec· 
tual in the prefent cafe. The chief barons of Poitlou, 
Guienne, Normandy, and Anjou, being attached to the 
young prince, and finding that he had now received the 
~nveftiture from their fuperior ]orJ, declared for him, and 
made inroads into the territories of fuch as ftill adhered 
to the king. Henry, difquieted by the daily revolts of 
his mutinous fubjects, and dreading ftill worfe effects 

h Bened, Abb. p. su. Hondeo, p. 6sa. i Brom~ton, P· II49• 
Neubrig. p, 437• 

from 



H E N R Y' It 

from their turbulent difpofition, had again fecourfe to c H A P. 

papal authority; and engaged the cardinal Anagni, who~~ 
had fucceeded Albano in the legatelhip, to threaten Philip u$9. 

with laying an interdict on all his dominions. But 
Philip, who was a prince of great vigour and capacity, 
defpifed the menace, and told Anagni, that it belonged 
not to the pope to interpofe in the temporal uifputes of 
princes, much 1efs in thofe between him and his rebellious 
vaifa1. He even proceeded fo far as to reproach him with 
partiality, and with receiving bribes from the king of 
England k; while Richard, fiill more outrageous, offered 
to draw his fword againfr the legate, and was hindered, 
by the interpofition alone of the company, from com-
mitting violence upon him I. 

THE king of England was now obliged to defend his 
dominions by arms, and to engage in a war with France 
and with his eldeft fon, a prince of great valour, on fuch 
difadvantageous terms. Ferte-Barnard fell firfr into the 
hands of the enemy : Mans was next taken by affaul t ; 
and Henry, who had thrown himfelf into that place,. 
efcaped with fome difficulty m : Amboife, Chaumont, 
and Chateau de Loire, opened their gates on the appear
ance of Philip and Richard : Tours was menaced; and 
the king,. who had retired to Saumur, and had daily in
fiances of the cowardice or infidelity of his governors, 
expeaed the moft difmal ilfue to aU his enterprizes. 
While he was in this fiate of defpondency, the duke of 
Burgundy,. the earl of Flanders, and the archbifhop of 
Rheims interpbfed with their good offices ; and the intel
ligence, which he received of the taking of 1,ours, and 
which made .him fully fenfiole of the defperate fituation 
ofhis affairs, fo fubdued h.is fpirit, that he fubmitted to 
all the rigorous terms, which were impofed upon him. 

k M. Paris, p. 104• Bcncd. Abb. p. 542. Hoveden, p. 6sz. 
1 M. Paris, P• IO .j e m M, Paris, P• ros. Bened. Abb. P• 543• 
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c H A P. He agreed, that Richard fhould marry the princefs Alice; 
IX. 

~that that prince :fhould receive the homage and oath of 

IISg. fealty of all his fubjetl:s both in England and his tranf

marine dominions ; that he himfelf £hould pay twenty 

thoufand marks to the king of France as a compenfatio.h 

for the charges of the war; that his own barons fhould 

engage to make him obferve this treaty by force, and in 

cafe of his violating it, :fhould promife to join Philip and 

Richard again£1: him ; and that all his vaffals, who had 

entered into confederacy with Richard, fuould receive an 

indemnity for the offence"· 
BuT the mortification, which Henry, who had been 

accufromed to give the law in mo£1: treaties, received 

from thefe difadvantageous terms, was the leafi: that he 

met with on this occafion. When he demanded a lift of 

thofe barons, to whom he was pound to grant a pardon 

for their connections with Richard; he was afi:oniilied to 

find, at the head of them, the name of his fecond fan, 

John o; who had always been his favourite, whofe inte

refis he had ever anxioufly at heart, and who had even, 

on accouni: of his afcendant over him, often excited the 

jealou fy of Richard P. The unhappy father, already over

loaJed with cares and farrows, finding this lafi: difap

p Jintment in his domefiic tendernefs, broke out into 

expreffions of the utmo£1: defpair, curfed the day in which 

he received his mifcrable being, and befl:owed, on his 

ungrateful and undutiful children, a malediCtion which 

he never could be prevailed on to retraCt q. The more 

his heart w as difpofed to friend1hip and affeCtion, the 

more he refented the barbarous return, which his four 

fons had fucceffively made to his parental care; and this 

finifhing blow, by depriving him of every comfort in 

n M. Paris, p. rc6. 
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life; quite broke his fpirit, and threw him into a linger- c H A P. 

ing fever, of which he expired, at the cafl:le of Chinon ~ 
near Saumur. His natural fon, Geoffrey, who alone u89. 

had behaved dutif~lly towards him, attended his corpfe 
6te!t~Y· 

to the nunnery of Fontervrault; where it lay in frate in 
the abbey-church. Next dar, Richard, who came to 
vifit the dead body of his father, and who, notwithftand-
ing his criminal conduct, was not wholly defritute of 
gcnerofity, was ftruck with horror and remorfe at the 
fight; and as the attendants obferved, that, at that very 
inftant, blood gu£hed from the mouth and noftrils of the 
corpfe r, he exclaimed, agreeably to a vulgar fuperfrition, 
that he was his father's murderer; and he exprcfTed a 
deep fenfe, though too late, of that undutiful behaviour, 
which had brought his parent to an untimely grave s, 

THUS died, in the fifty-eighth year of his age and and c1 ~ ~rae. 

h. fif h f h' · h n_ • f } · · terofHcmf• t 1rty- t o 1s re1gn, t e greaten: pnnce o us t1me, 
for wirdom, virtue, and abilities, and the moft powerful in 
extent of dominion of all thofe that had e\·er filled the 
throne of England. His character, in private as well as in 
public life, is almoft without a blemifh; and he feems to 
have pofTefTed every accomplilhment b:>th of body and 
mind, which makes a man either efrimable or amiable. 
He was of a middle ftature, ftrong and well proportioned; 
his countenance was lively and engaging; his converfa-
tion affable and ent~rtaining: his elocution eafy, per-
fuafive, and ever at command. He loved peace, but pof-
fcfTed both bravery and condutl: in war; \VJs provident 
without timidi ty; fevere in the execution of jufi:ice with-
out rigour; ~nd temperate without aufierity. He pre-
fi:rvcd health, and kept himfelf from corpulency, to which 
he was fomewhat inclined, by an abfl-emious diet, and 
by frequent exercife, pa1ticularly hunting. vVhen he 
could enjoy leifure, he recreated himfelf either in learned , 

· lkned, Abb. p. 547• Bromrton, F• usr . i M, Paris, p. Ioj!. 
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c H A P. converfation or in reading; and he cultivated his natural 
~talents by ftudy, above any prince of his time. His af-

u89. feCl:ions, as well as his enmities, were warm and durable; 
and his long experience of the ingratitude and infidelity 
of men never defl:royed the natural fenfibility of his tem
per, which difpofed him to friendiliip and fociety. His 
charaaer has been tranfmitted to us by feveral writersf 
who were his contemporaries t ; and it extremely refembles, 

in its mofi: remarkable features~ that of his maternal 

grandfather Henry I.: Excepting only, that ambition, 
which was a ruling paffion in both, found not in the fidl: 
Henry fuch unexceptionable means of exerting itfelf, and 

pufhed that prince into meafures, which were both crimi
nal in themfelves, and were the caufe of farther crimes, 
from which his grandfon"s conduCt was happily ex• 

empted. 
Mikellane- THIS prince, like mofr of his predecelrors of the Nor-
0t.us rrafnfah~ ... man line, except Stephen, paffed more of his time on the 

IOnS 0 t 18 

reign. continent than in this Hland: He was furrounded with 
the Englilh gentry and nobility, when abroad: The 
French gentry and nobility attended him when he refided 
in England : Both natiqns aCl:ed in the government, as if 
they were the fame people; and on many occafions~ the 

legiflatures feem not to have been diff:inguifhed. As the 
king and all the Englilh barons were of French ex
traCl:ion, the manners of that people acquired the afcen• 

dant, and were regarded as the models of imitation. All 
foreign improvements, therefore, fuch as they were, in 
literature and politenefs, in laws and arts, feem now to 
have been, in a good meafure, tranfplanted into England ; 
and that kingdom was become little inferior, in all the 
faihionable accompliiliments, to any of its neighbours on 

the continent.. The more homely, but more fenfible 

t Petri Bid. epift. 46, 47• in Bibliotbeca Patrum, vol. xxiv. p. 985, gSIS, 
&c. Girald. Camb. p. 7S3, &c. 
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manners and principles of the Saxons, were exchanged c H A P. 

for the affeCtations of chivalry, and the fubtilties of fchool ~ 
philofophy : The feudal ideas of civil government, the 11g9• 

Romifh fentiments in religion, had taken entire pofieffion 
of the people .: By the former, the fen le of fubmiffion to-
wards princes was fomewhat diminilhed in the barons; 
by the latter, the devoted attachment to papal authority 
was much aut;mented among the clergy. 'rhe Norman 
and other foreign families, cfiabli!hed in England, had 
now firuck deep root; and being entirely incorporated 
with the people, whom at firfi they opprefied and defpifed, 
they no longer thought that they needed the protecrion 
of the crown for the enjoyment of their pofieffions, or 
confidered their tenure as precarious. They afpired 
to the fame liberty and independance, which they faw 
enjoyed by their brethren on the continent, and defired to 
tefirain thofe exorbitant prerogatives and arbitrary prac ... 
tices, which the neceffities of ·war and the violence of 
conqueft had at firfi obliged th:?tn to indulge in their mo ... 
narch. That memory alfo of a more equal govern-
ment under the Saxon princes, which remained with the 
Englifh, cliffufed frill farther the fpirit of liberty, and 
made the barons both defirous of more independancc to 
themfelves, and willing to indulge it to the people. And 
it was not long ere this fecret revolution in the fcnti-
ments of men produced, firft violent convulfions in the 
:fiate, then an evident alteration in the maxims of go
vernment. 

TilE hi!l:ory of all the preceding kings of England 
fince the t:onq ueft, gives evident proofs of the diforders at
tending the feudal infiitutions; the liccntioufnefs of the 
barons, their fpirit of rebellion againfr the prince and 
laws, and of animofity againft each other: The conduct 
of the barons in the tranfmarine dominions of thofe mo
narchs afforded perhaps fiill more flagrant infianc.es of 

VoL. I. H h thefe 
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c H0~: P. thefe convulfions; and the hi:fl:ory of France, during fe
"---.r----1 veral ages, confi:fl:s almo:fl: entirely of narrations of this 

Il8g. nature. The cities, during the continuance of this vio

lent government, could neither be very numerous nor 
populous ; and there occur inftances, which feem to 

evince, that, though thefe are always the fir:fl: feat of law 

and I i berty, their police was in general loofe and irregu

lar, and expofed to the fame diforders, with thofe by 

which the country was generally infefted. It was a cuf
tom in London for great numbers, to the amount of a 
hundred or more, the fons and relations of confiderable 

citizens, to form themfelves into a licentious confede

racy, to break into rich houfes and plunder them, to rob 

and murder the paffengers, and to commit with impunity 

all forts of diforder. By thefe crimes, it had become fo 
dangerous to walk the ftreets by night, that the citizens 

dur:fl: no more venture abroad after fun-fet, than if they 

had been expofed to the incurfions of a public enemy. 

The brother of the earl of Ferrars had been murdered by 

fome of thofe noB:urnal rioters ; and the death of fo emi

nent a perfon, which was much more regarded than that 

of many thoufands of an inferior :fl:ation, fo provoked the 

king, that he fwore vengeance againft the criminals, and 

became thenceforth more rigorous in the execution of the 

laws u. 

THERE is another infiance given by hiftorians, which 

proves to what a height fuch riots had proceeded, and how 

open thefe criminals were in committing their robberies. 

A band of them nad attacked the houfe of a rich citizen, 

with an intention of plundering it; had broken through 

a ftone-wall with hammers and wedges; and had already 

entered the houfe fword in hand; when the citizen, armed 

cap-a-pee and lupported by his faithful fervants, appeared 

in the paffage to oppofe them : He cut off the right band 

of the firft robber that entered; and made fuch flout re-

u Bened. Abb. p. 1g6. 
fiftance, 
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fiftance, that his neighbours had leifure to afremble, and C H A P. 

h
. IX. 

come to Is relief. The man, who lofr his hand, was --v---J 
taken; and was tempted by the promife of pardon to u89. 

reveal his confederates; among whom was one John Se-
nex; efteemed among the richefi: and befi:-born citizens 
in London. He was convicted by the ordeal; and 
though he offered five hundred marks for his life, the 
king refufed the money; and ordered him to be hangedw. 
It appears from a fratute of Edward I. that thefe diforders 
were not remedied even in that reign. lt was then made 
penal to go out at night after the hour of the curfew, to 
c..1rry a w.:.apon, or to walk without a light or lanthorn x. 

It is faid in the preamble to this law; that, both by night 
and by day, there were continual frays in the fireets of 

London. 
HENRY's care in adminifl:ering jufiice had gained 

him fo great a reputation, that even foreign and diftant 
princes made him arbiter, and fubmitted their differences 
to his judgment. Sanchcz, king of Navarre, having 
fome controverfies with Alfonfo, king of Cafhle, was 
contented, though Alfonfo had married the daughter of 
Henry, to chufe this prirrt:e for a referee ; and they 
agreed, each of them to confign three cafiles into neutral 
hands, as a pledge of their not de;iarting from his award. 
Henry made the caufe be examined before his great coun
cil, and gave a fentence, wh1ch was fubm1tted to by both 
parties. Thefe two Spanifh kings fent each a flout cham
pion to the court of England, in order to defend his caufe 
by arms, in cafe the way of duel had been chofen by 
Henry r. 

HENRY fo far aboliilicd the barbarous and abfurd 
praCtice of confifcating fuips, which had been wrecked 

n the coafl:, that he ordained, if one man or animal were 

w Bened. Abb. p. 197, 198. x Obfervatlons ori the ancient St<t-
tutcs, p. 1.16. y Rymer, vol. iv. p. 43• Bened. Abb. P• xp .. DI-

ccto, p. 597• Btompton, p. uzo. 
H h 2 alive 

, 
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c H A P. ali ve in the {hip, that the veffel and goods £hou1d be re. 
IX. 

"---v---l fro red to the owners ". 
u 8g. THE reign of Henry was !"emarkable alfo for an in· 

novation, which was afterwards carried farther by his 

fucceffors, and was attended with the mofi: important 

confequcnces. This prince was difgufied with the fpecies 

of mili tary force, which was efrablifhed by the feudal in· 
fi itutions, and which, though it was extremely burdenfome 

to the f ubjeCl:, yet rendered very little fervice to the fove

reign. The barons, or military tenants, came late into 

the field ; they were obliged to ferve only forty days; 

they were unfkilful and diforderly in all their operations; 

and they were apt to carry into the camp the fame re

fraCtory and independant fpirit, to which they were accuf. 

tomed in their civil government. Henry, therefore, in
troduced the practice of makin a commutation of their 

military fervice for money; and h-- levied fcutages from 
his baronies and knights fees, infiead of requiring the 

perfonal attendance of his vaff.'lls. There is mention 
made, in the hiftory of the exchequer, of thefe fcutages 
in his fecond, fifth, and eighteenth year a ; and other 

writers give us an account of three more of them b. When 

the prince had thus obtained money, l~nade a contract, 
with fome of thofe adventurers, in which Europe at that 

time abounded : They found him foldiers of the fame 

charaCter with themfel ves, who were bound to ferve for 

a fiipulated time: The armies were lefs numerous, but 

more ufeful, than when compofed of all the military vaf
fal s of the crown : The feudal inftitutions began to re-. 
l ax : The kings became rapacious for money, on which 

all their power depended : The barons, feeing no end of 

exactions, fought to defend their property: And as the 

fame caufes had nearly the fame effeCl:s, in the different 

z Rymer, vol.:. p. 36. a Madox, p. 435, 436,437, 43g• 

b Tyrrel, Yol, ii. p. 466, frem th: records, 

l countries 
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countries of Europe, the feveral crowns either loft or ac- c H A P. 

quired authority, according to their different fuccefs in~ 
the conteft. 1 x8g. 

THIS prince was alfo the firft that levied a tax on the 
moveables or perfonal eftates of his fubjech, nobles as well 
as commons. Their zeal for the holy wars made them 
fubmit to this innovation; and a precedent being once 
obtained, this taxation became, in following reigns, the 
ufual method of fupplying the neceffities of the crown. 
The tax of Danegelt, fo generally odious to the nation, 

was remitted in this reign. 
IT was a ufual practice of the kings of England, to 

repeat the ceremony of their coronation thrice every year, 
on affembling the ftates at the three great fefrivals. Hen
ry, after the firft years of his reign, never renewed this 
ceremony, which was found to be very expenfive and very 

ufelefs. None of his fucceffors revived it. It is con
fidered as a great aB: of grace in this prince, that he 
mitigated the rigour of the foreft laws, and puni{hed any 
tranfgreffions of them, not capitally, but by fines, im

prifonments, and other more moderate penalties. 
SINCE we are here colletl:ing fome detached incid2nts, 

which !how the genius of the age, and which could not fo 

well enter into the body of our hiftory, it may not be 
improper to mention the quarrel between Roger archbifnop 

of YorA, and Richard archbifhop of Canterbury. We 

may judge of the violence of military men and laymen, 

when ecclefiaftics could proceed to fuch extremities. Car
dinal Haguezun being fent, in 1176, as legate into Bri

tain, fummoned an affembly t>f the clergy at London ; 

and as both the archbifuops pretended to fit on his right 
hand, this queftion of precedency begat a controverfy 

between them. The monks and retainers of archbi!hop 
Richard fell upon Roger, in the prefence of the cardinal 
and of the fynod, threw him to the ground, trampled him 

under foot, and fo bruifed him w'ith blows, that he was 
li h 3 taken 
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c H A P. taken up half dead, and his life was, with difficulty, favcd 
I IX. . . 
'---v----J from thetr viOlence. The archbifhop of Canterbury was 

us~. obliged to pay a large fum of money to the legate, in or.,. 

der to fupprefs all compbints with regard to this enor
p1ity c:. 

WE are told by Gyraldus Cambrenfis, that the monks 

;1-nd prior of St. Swithun threw themfelves, one day, prof
trate on the ground and in the mire before Henry, com

plaining, with many tears and much doleful lamentation, 

~hat the biihop of Winchefrer, who was alfo their abbot, 

~ad cut off three difhes from their table. How many has 

he left you, faiq the king? Ten only, replied the difcon .. 

folate mo.nks. I myfelf, exclaimed the king, never have 

more than three; and I enjoin your bilhop to reduce yo4 
to the fame number d. 

THIS king left only two legitimate fons, Richard, who 

fucceeded him, and John, who inherited no territory, 

though his father had often intended to leave him a part 

of his extenfive dominipns. He was thence common!¥ 

denominated Lack/and. Henry left three legitimate daugh

ters; Maud, born in I rs6, and married to Henry, duke 

of Saxony; Eleanor, born in I 162, and married to AI .. 
phonfo, king of Caftile; J oan, born in I 16 5, and mar., 

ried to William, king of Sicily c. 

!IENR y is faid by ancient hifiorians to h~ve been of 

a very amorous difpofition: They mention two of his 

~atural fans by Rofamond, daughter of lord Clifford~ 

!lamely Richard Longefpee, or Longfword, (fo called from 

tqe fword he ufually wore) who was afterwards marrieq 

to Ela, the daughter and heir of the earl of Saliiliury; and 

Geoffrey ~ firfi biihop of Lincoln, then archbiihop of York~ 

All the other circumfiances of the ftory, commonly tolq 

of that lady, feem to be fabulous. 

c Ben~d. Abb, p. 138, 139· Brompton, p. 1109. Chron. Gerv. P• '433., 
~eubrig. p. 4'3· d Gir. Camb. cap. S· m Angli~ Sacra, vol. ii, 

c: Dicc:to, p. 616. . 
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N 0 T E s 
TO THE 

F I R S T V 0 L U M E. 

NOTE [A], p. 12. 

THIS queftion has been difputed with as great zeal and 

even acrimony between the Scotch and lriih antiqua
ries, as if the honour of their refpettive countries were the 
mofr deeply concerned in the decifion. vVe ihall not enter into 

any detail on fo uninterefting a fubjett; but ihall propofe our 

opinion in a few words. lt appears mort than probable, from 
the fimilitude of language and manners, that Britain either was 

originally peopled, or was fubdued, by the migration of ir ha
bitants from Gaul, and Ireland from Britain : The pofition of 
the feveral countries, is an a .... dttional reafon that favours this 
conclufion. It appears alfo probable, that the migrations of 
that colony of Gauls or Celts, who peopled or fubdued Ire
land, was originally made from the north-weft parts of Bntain; 
and this conjecture (if it do not merit a higher nar: e) is 

founded both on the Iriih language, which is a very diff~::rent 
dialett from the Welih and from the language anciently fpoken 

in South Britain, and on the vicinity ofLancafhire, Cumberland, 
Galloway and Argylefhire to that ifiand. Thefe events, as 
they pa1fed long before the age of hiftory and records, muil be 
known by reafoning alone, which in this cafe ieerns to be 

pretty facisfattory: Crefar and /acitus, not to mention a mu] .. 

titude of other Greek and Roman authors, were gutdcd by 

like inferences. But befides thefe primitive fads, which lie 
i~ a very remote antiquity, it is a matter of pofitive and un
doubted teftimony, that the Roman province of Britain, dt..aing 
d1e ~ime of the lower empire, was much infefted by bands o 

H h 4 robbers 
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robbers or pyrates, whom the p1ovincial Britons called Scots 

or ~cnits; a name whic\ -.· s probably ufed as a term of re· 

preach, and which thefe banditti themfelves did not acknow· 

ledge or aifume, We may infer from two paffages in Clau. 
dian, and from one in Orofius and ano her 1n Hidore, that th6 
chief feat of thefe Scots was in Ireland. That fome part of 
tP:e Irifn freebooters mig1atcd back to the north~weft parts of 

Brita.in, whence the;r anceftors had probably been derived in 
a more remote age, is pofitively aiferted by Bede, and implied 

in Gild,.s. I grant, that neither Bede nor Gildas are C::fau 

or Tacitufes; but fuch as they are, tl1ey remain the foie 

tefiimony G'' the fuhjetf, and therefore muft be relied on fo• 

want of better: Happily, the frivolot'fnefs cf the quefiion 

correfponds to the weaknefs of the authorities. l\vt to men

tion, that, if any part of the traditional hifiory of a barba

rous people can be relied on, it is the genealogy of nations, 

and even fometimes that of families. It is in vain to argue 

againil: thefe fa&s from the fuppofed warlike difpofition of the 

Jfighlanders and un\\ arlike of the ancient Iriib. Thofe argu

ments are fi:ill much weaker than the authorities. Nations 

change very quickly in thefe pa:ticulars. The Britons were 

unable to reftft the Picl:s and Scots, and invited over the Sax

ons for their. defence, who repelled thofe invaders: Yet the 

fame Britons valiantly refifted for 150 years not only this vic· 

torious band of Saxons, but infinite nurn bers more, who poure4 

in upon them from all quarters. Robert Bruce in I 322 made a 

peace, in which England, after many defeats, was conflrained 

to acknowledge the independance of his country: Yet in no 

m.ore difiant period than ten years after, Scotland was totally 

fubdued by fJ. fmall handful of Englifh, led by a few private 

noblemen. All hiHory is f~ll of fuch events. The lrilh Scots, 

in the courfe of two or three centuries, might find time and op

portunities fufficient to fettle in North Britain, though we can 

neither affign the period nor cp.ufes of that revolution. Their 

barbarous manner of life rendered them much fitter than the 

Romans for fubduing thefe mountaineers. And in a word, it 

is ciear, from the language of the two countries, that the 

Highlanders qUd the lrifh are the fame people, and that the 
Qn~ 
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one are a colony from the other. We have pofitive evidence, 

which, though from neutral perfons, is not perhaps the beft 
that may be wi!hed for, that the former, in the third or fourth 
century, fprang from the latter : We have no evidence at all 
that the latter fprang from the former. I !hall add, that the 
name of Erfe or Irifh, given by the low-country Scots to the 

language of the Scotch Highlanders, is a certain proof of the 

traditional opinion, delivered from father to fon, that the 

latter people came originalJy from Ireland. 

NOTE [B], p. 117. 

THERE is a feeming contradittion in ancient hifiorians 
with regard to fome circumftances in the ftory of Edwy 

and Elgiva. It is agreed, that this prince had a violent paf
fion for his fecond or third coufin, Elgiva, whom he married, 
though within the degrees prohibited by the canons. It is alfo 
~greed, that he was dragged from a lady on the day of his co· 
ronation, and that the lady was afterwards treated with the fin
gular barbarity above mentioned. The only difference is, that 
Ofborneand fome others call her his ftrumpet, not his wife, as 
fue is faid to be by Malmefbury. But this difference is eafily 

reconciled: For if Edwy marr'ed her contrary to the canons, 
the monks would be fure to deny her to be his wife, and would 

infift that !he could be nothing but his ftrumpet: So that, on 
the whole, we may eftcem this reprefentation of the matter as 
certain ; at leaft, as by far the moft probable. If Edwy had 
only kept a miftrefs, it is well known, that there are methods 
of accommodation with the church, which would have pre

vented the clergy from proceeding to fuch extremities againft 
him: But his marriage, contrary to the canons, was an infult 
Qn their authority, and called for their higheft refentment. 

N 0 T E [CJ, p. 118. 

M ANY of the Englifh hifiorians make Edgar's £hips amount 

to av extravagant number, to 3000, or 36oo: See Ho

veden, p. 426. Flor. Wigorn. p. 6o7. Abbas Rieval. p 360. 

Brompton, p. ~69, fays that Edgar had 4000 veifels. How 
can thefe accounts be reconciled to probabiiity, and to the 

!late of the navy in the time of Alfred ? V/. ThoJ ne makes the 
whole 
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wbole number amount only to 3co, which is more probable. 
The fleet of Ethelred, Edgar's fon, muft have been £hart of 

Jooo fhips ; yet the Saxon Chronicle, p. 137, fays it was the 

greateft navy that ever had been feen in England. 

N 0 T E [DJ, P• I4I· 

A L M 0 S T all the ~n~ient hifiorian~ fpeak of this maffacre 
of the Danes as If It had been umverfal, and as if e~·ery 

individual of that nation throughout England had been put to 

ceath. But the Danes were almoft the foie inhabitants in the 

kingdoms of 1 rorthnmberland and Eaft-Anglia, and were very 

numerous in Mercia. This reprefentation therefore of the 

matter is abfolutely impollible. Great refiilance muft have 
been made, and violent wars enfued ; which was not the cafe. 

This account given by \Vallingford, though he ftands fingle, 

muft be admitted as the only true one. \Ve are told, that the 
name Lurdant, lara' Dane, for an idle lazy fdlow, who lives at 
other people's expence, came from the conduct of the Danes, 

who were put to death. But the Engliili princes had been in

tireJy mafters for feveral generations; and only fupported a 
military corps of that nation. It feems probable, therefore, 

that it was thefe Danes onll that were put to death. 

N 0 TE [E], p. 167. 

THE ingenious author of the article GoowiN, in the 
Biographia Britannica, has endeavoured to clear the 

memory of that nobleman, upon the fuppofition, that all the 

Englifh annals had been fal.Kfied by the Norman biftorians after 

the conquefi. But that this fuppolition haa not much foanda
tion, appears hence, that almofi all thefe hiftoriar;s have given 

a very good charaCter of his fon Harold, whom it wa muc~ 

more the intereft of the Norman caufe to blacken. 

NOTE [F], p. I77· 

T HE whole ftory of the tranfatlions between Edward, 

Harold, and the duke of Normandy, is told fo dilfe
rently by the aRcient writers, that there are few important 
paifages of the Englifh hiftory liable to fo great uncertainty. 

I have followed the account, which appeared to me the moft 
confiftent 
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onfi ent anJ probable. Ic does not feem likely, that Edward 
ever executed a will in the d ke's favour, much lefs that he 

g tit ratified by the fiates of the kingdom , as is affirmed by 
fome. The will would have been known to all, and would 

ha\'e been produced by the Conqueror, to whom it gave fo 
p aufible, and reaHy fo jufi a title; but the doubtful and am· 
biguous manner in which he feems always to have mentioned 
it, proves, that he could only plead the known intention=> of 

that monarch in his favour, which be was defirous to call a 
will. There is indeed a charter of the Conqueror preferved 

by Dr. Hickes, vol. i. where he calls himfeJf rex hereditarita, 

mear.ing heir by will; but a prince, poffeired of fo much 

power, and attended with fo much f>ccefs, may employ ;\'hat 
pretence he pleafes : It is fufficient to refute hL pret nces to 
obferve, that there is a great difference <md variation among 

hifiorians with regard to a point, which, h d it been real, 

muft have been agreed upon by all of them. 

Again, fome hiUorians, particularlyMalmfbury and Matthew 

of\ 7 e minl1er, affi rm that Harold had no intention of going 

over to ormandy, but that taki. g the air in a pleafure-boat 

on he coaft, he was dr · ven over by ftrefs of weather to the ter
riLories of G y count of Ponthieu: But befides that thi fiory 
is not probable in itfelf, and is contradic ed by rnoft of the an

cient hifiorians, it is contraditled by a very curious and au
thentic monument lately difcovered. It is a tapefiry, pr fer ed 
in the d cal palace of Roiien, and fuppofed to have been 

wrough by orders of Mati da, wife to the emperor: At leafl: 
it i of very great antiquity. Harold is there reprefented as 

taking his departure from king Ed ard in execu•ion of fome 

comm'ffion, and mounting his effeJ wi ha great train. The 

defign of redeeming his brother a d nephew, w o were hoftages 

is the mofi likely caufe that can be affigned ; and is accor ingly 
ment'oned by Eadmer, Hoveden, Brompton, and Simeon of 

Durham~ For a farther account of this piece of tapefiry, fie 

tJitloire de F Academie de Li tterature, tom. ix. page 5 3i. 

OTE [G], p.2or. 
T appears from the ancient traoflations of the Srrxon annat& 

an laws, and from king Alfreci's tranfiation of Bede, as 

. ell as from all the ancient hifiorians> that c~mts in Latin, a/. 
Jerman 

7S 
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derman in Saxon, and earl in Dano-Saxon were quite fynoni
mous. There is only a claufe in a law of king Athelftan's, 
(fee Spelm. Cone. p. 406.) which has ftumbled fome antiqua· 
ries, and has made them imagine that an earl was fuperi<Dr to 
an alderman. The weregild or the price of an earl's blood is 
there fixed at 1 5 ,o:>o thrimfas, equal to that of an archbifhop; 
whereas that of a bifhop and alderman is only 8ooo thrimfas. 
To folve this difficulty we muft have recourfe to Selden's con
jecture, (fee his Titles of Honour, chap. v. p. 6o3, 6o4.) that 
the term of earl was in the age of Athelftan juft beginning to 
be in ufe in England, and ftood at that time for the atheling or 
prince of the blood, heir to the crown. This he confirms by a 
law of Canute, § 55. where an atheling and an archbifhop are 
put upon the fame footing. In another law of the fame Athel
fian the were gild of the prince or atheling is f.tid to be 1 5 ,coo 
thrimfas . 5ee ' i kins, p. 7 1. He is therefore the fame who 
is called earl in the former law. 

N 0 T E [H], p. 253· 
THERE is a paper or record of the family of Sharneborne, 

which pretends, that that family, which was Saxon, \\as 
reftored upon proving their innocence, as well as other Saxon 
families, which were in the fame fituation. Though this paper 
was able to irnpofc on fuch great antiquaries as Spellman (fee 
Gloff. in verbo Drenges) and Dugdale, (fee Baron. vol. i. 
p. 1 I 2.) it is proved by Dr. Brady (fee Anfw. to Petyt, p. 11, 

1 z.) to have been a forgery; and is allowed as fuch by Tyrrel, 
though a perti11acious defender of his party·notions (fee his 
hi!l:. vol. ii. introd. p. 51•73·)· Ingulf, p. 70. tells us, that very 
early Hereward> though abfent during the time of the conquefi, 
was turned out of all h1s eflate, and could not oli>tain redrefs. 
William even plundered the monafleries. Flor. Wigorn, 
p. 636. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 48. M. Paris, 
p. 5. Sim. Dun. p. zoo. Diceto, p. 482. Brompton, p. 967, 
Knyghton, p. 2344. Alur. Beverl. p. 130. We are told by 
lngulf, that Ivo de Taillebois plundered the monaftery of 
Croyland of a great part of its land; and no redrefs could be 
obtained. 

NOTE 
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N 0 T E [I], p. 253· 
THE obliging of all the inhabitants to put out their fires 

and lights at certain hours, upon the founding of a bell, 
called the courftu, is reprefented by Polydore Virgil, lib. 9• as 
a mark of the fervitude of the Englifu. But this was a law of 
police, which William had previoufly eftablifued in Normandy. 
See du Moulin, hift. de Normandie, p. t6o. The fame law 

had place in Scotland. LL. Burgor. cap. 86. 

N 0 T E [KJ, p. 260. 

WHAT thefe laws were of Edward the Confefi"or, which 
the Englifh, every reign during a century and a half, 

c:1efire fo pa.ffionately to have reftored, is much difputed by an· 
tiquaries, and our ignorance of them feems one of the greateft 
c:1efects in the ancient Englifh hifiory. The colleCtion of lawa 
in Wilkins, which pafs under the name of F.dward, are plainly 
a pofterior and an ignorant compilation. Thofc to be found 
in In gulf are genuine; but fo imperfetl, and contain fo few 
claufes favourable to the fubjetl, that we fee no great reafcn 
for their contending for them fo vehemently. It is probable, 
that the Englifh meant the common law, as it prevailed during 
the reign of Edward; whic-h we may conjeClure to have been 
more indulgent to liberty .an the Norman inftitutions. The 
mofl: material articles of 1t were afterwards comprehended in 
Magna Charta. 

NOTE [L], p. 284. 

1 N GULF, p. 70. H. Hunt. p. 370, 372. M. We{l. 
p. 225. Gul. Ncub. p. 357· Alured. Beverl. p. 124. 

De geft. Angl. p. 333• M. Paris, p. 4. Sim. Dun. p. 206. 

Brompton, p. 962. 9~o. 1161. GervafeTilb.lib. 1. cap. 16. 
Textus Roffenfis apud Seld. Spicileg. ad Eadm. p. I9i• Gul. 
Pia. p. zo6. Ordericus Vitalis, p. 521. 666. 853· Epiit. St. 
Thorn. p• 8o1. Gul. Malmef. p. sz. 57• Knyghton, P· 2354• 
Eadmer, p. 110. Thorn. Rudborne in ng. Sacra, vol. i. 
p. 248. Monach. Roff. in Ang. Sacra, voJ. ii. p. 276. Girald. 
Camb. in eadem, vol. ii. p. ·P3· Hift. Elyenfis, p. s 16. The 
words of this lafl: hifl:orian, who is very ancient, are remark· 
able, and worth tranfcribing. Rex i!afjue faflus PF"illie/mru, 

guii 

~77 
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IJUid in pri11cipes Anglorum, qui tantee cladi foperrffi poterant, fi· 
cerit, diare, cum nihil profit, omitto. ~denim p~od1fet, ji net 
unum in toto regno de i/lis dicerem prijlina potejlate uti permijfom, 
fid omnes aut in gravem paupertatis ~rumnam detrufis, aut exht:e

redatos, patria pu!fos, aut effoJlis oculis, 'Vel ttZtet·is amputatis 
memhris opprobrium hominum faCias, aut eerie mifinime aj}izc7or, 

f'!Jita pri<Vatos. Szmili modo utilitate carere exijlim" dicere fjuid in 
minorem populum, non filum ab eo, fed a juis a!ium fit, cum id 

diCiu fliamus difficile, et oh immanem crudelitatem fortaJlis incre. 
tfibile. 

NOTE [M], p. 340. 
HENRY, by the feudal cuftoms, was in titled to levy a tax-

for the marrying of his eldeft daughter, and he exatled 
three fhillings a hyde on all England. H. Hunt. p. 379• 
Some hiftorians (Brady, p. "7~· and Tyrrel, vol. ii. p l8z.) 
heedlefsly make this fum amount to above 8co,ooo pounds of 

our prefent money: But it could not exceed 13) ,coo. Five 
hydes, fometimes lefs, made a knight's fee, of which there 
were about 6o,ooo in England, confeq uently near 3oo,ooo 

hydes; and at the rate of three fhillings a hyde, the fum would 
amount to 45,000 pounds, or 13 ;,ooo of our prefent money. 
See Rudburne, p. 257• In the Saxon times, there were only 
computed 243,6oo hydes in England. 

N 0 T E [N], p. 344· 
THE legates a latere, as they were called, were a kind 

of delegates, who poffeffed the full power of the pope 
in all the provinces committed to their charge, and were very 
bufy in extending, as well as exercifing it. They nominated 
to all vacant benefices, aff'embled fynods, and were anxious to 
maintain ecclefiaftical privileges, which never could be fully 
proteeted without incroachments on the civil power. If there 
were the leafl: concurrence or oppofition, it was always fuppofed 
that the civil power was to give way: Every deed, which had 
the leaft pretence of holding of any thing fpiritual, as mar
riages, teftaments, promiffory oaths, were brought into the 
fpiricual court, and could not be canvaffed before a civil ma· 
giHrate. Thefe were the efiabli!hed laws of the church ; and 
where a legate was fent immediately from Rome, he was fure 

to 
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to maintain the papal claims with the utmoft rigour: But it 

was an advantage to the king to have the archbifhop of Can
terbury appointed legate, becaufe the connexions of that pre. 

late with the kingdom tended to moderate his meafures. 

NOTE [O],P·377· 
W ILLIAM ofNewbridge, p. 383. (who is copied by 

later hifi:orians) a1ferts, that Geoffrey had fome title to 

the counties of Maine and Anjou. He pretends, that count 
Geoffrey, his father, had left him thefe dominions by a fecret 

will, and had ordered that his body fhould not be buried, till 

Henry fuould fwear to the obfervance of it, which he, ignorant 

of the contents, was induced to do. But befides, that this 

ftory is not very likely in itfelf, and favours of monkifh fittion, 
it is found in no other ancient writer, and is contradiB.ed by 

fome of them, particularly the monk ofMarmoutier, who had 
better opportunities than Newbridge of knowing the truth· 

See Vita Gauf. Due. Norman. p. 103. 

N 0 T E [P], p. 380. 

T H E fum fcarcely appears credible; as it would amount 

to much above half the rent of the whole land. Ger
vafe is indeed a cotemporary author; but churchmen are 

often guilty of ftrange miftakes of that nature, and are com

monly but little acquainted with the public revenues. This 

fum would make 54o,ooo pounds of our prefent money. The 

Norman Chronicle, p. 995'. fays, that Henry raifed only 6o 
Angevin fuillings on each knight's fee in his foreign domi

nions: This is only a fourth of the fum which Gervafe fays he 

levied on England: An inequality no wife probable. A nation 

may by degrees be brought to bear a tax of I 5 fhillings in the 

pound, but a fudden and precarious tax can never be impofed 

to that amount, without a very vifible neceffity, efpecially in 

an age fo little accuO:omed to taxes. In the fucceeding reign, 

the rent of a knight's fee was computed at four pounds a year. 
There were 6o,ooo knights fees in England. 

NOTE [QJ, p.382. 
F ITZ·STEPHEN, p. 18. This conduct appears violent 

and arbitrary ; but was fuitable to the ftrain of admini· 

ftration in thofe days. His father, Geoffrey, though repre· 
fentcd 



NOTES TO THE FIRST VOLUME. 

fented as a mild prince, fet him an example of much greater 
violence. When Geoffrey was mafi:er of Normandy, the chan
ter of Seez prefumed, without his confent, to proceed to the 
election of a bifhop; upon which he ordered all of them with 

the bifhop elect to be caftrated, and made all their tefticles be 
brought him in a platter. Fitz-Steph. p. 44· In the war of 
Touloufe, Henry laid a heavy and an arbitrary tax on all the 

churches within his dominions. See Epift. St. Thorn. p. 2JZ4 

NOTE (R], P•397· 
I FoLLOW here the narrative!of Fitz-Stephens, who was fecre-

tary to Becket; though, no doubt, he may be fufpetted 
of partiality towards his patron. Lord Lyttelton chufes to 
follow the authority of a manufcript letter, or rather mani
fefto, of Folliot, bifhop of London, which is addre[ed to 

Becket himfelf, at the time when the bifhop appealed to the 

prope from the excommunication pronounced againft him by 
t.is primate. My reafons, why I give the preference to Fitz· 
Stephens are, (1.) If the friendfhip of Fitz-Stephens might 
render him partial to Becket even after the death of that pre
late, the declared enmity of ~the bifhop muft, during his life .. 
time, have rendered him more partial on the other fide; ( z.) 
The bHhop was moved by intereft, as well as enmity, to calum
niate Becket. He had himfelf to defend againft the fentence 
of excommunication, dreadful to all, efpecially to a pre
late : And no more effectual means than to throw all the 
blame on his adverfary. ( 3.) He has actually been guilty of 
palpable calumnies in that letter. Among thefe, I reckon the 
following: He affirms, that, when Becket fubfcribed the Con
ftitutions of Clarendon, he faid plainly to all the bifhops of 
England, It is my majler's pleafore, tbat I foould for:fwear mJ'· 

fi!f, and at prefint I fohmit to it, and do refllve to incur a per
jury, aud repent afterwards as I may. However barbarous the 
times, and however negligent zealous churchmen were then 
of morality, thefe are not words which a primate of great fenfe 
and of much feeming fanftity would employ in an aifembly 
of his fuffragans: He might act upon thefe principles, but 
never furely would publickly avow them. Folliot alfo fays, 
that all the bifhops were refolved obftinately to oppofe the 

Conftitutions of Clarendon, bu~ the primate himfelf betrayed 
lhem 
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them from timidity, and led the way to their fubfcribing. 

This is contrary to the teftimony of all the hiftorian , and di

rectly contrary to Becket's ' character, who furely was not deil:i
tute either of courage or of zeal for eccle:fiaftical immunitiP~. 

(4.) The violence and injuftice of Henry, afcribed to him by 
Fitz-Stephens, is of a p" ece with the .reil: of the profecution. 

Nothing could be more iniquitous, than, after two years 
filence, to make a fudden and unprepared demand upon Becket 

to the amount of 44,000 marks ·equal to a fum of near a mil
lion in our time) and not allow him the leaft interval to bring 

in his accounts. If the king was fo palpably oppreffive in one 

article, he may be prefumcd to be equally fo in the reil:. (5 .) 

Though F olliot' s letter, or rather manifefl:o, be addrefied to 

Becket himfelf, it does not acquire more authority on that 
account. We know not what anfwcr was made by Becket: 
The collection of letters cannot be fuppofcd qnite complete. 
But that the collection was not made by one 1 whoever he were) 

very partial to that primate, appears from the tenor of them, 
where there are many pa!fages very little favourable to him : 
Infomuch that the editor of them at Brufiels, a Jefuit, thought 
proper to publifh them with great omiffions, particularly of 
this letter of Folliot's. Perhaps, Becket made no anfwer at all, 
as not deigning to write to an excommunicated perfon, whofe 

very commerce would contaminate him; and the bifhop, truft

ing to this arrogance of his primate, might call,lmniate him 
the more freely. (6.) Though the fentence, pronounced on 
Becket by the great council, implies that he had refufed to 
make any anfwer to the king's court, this does not fortify the 
narrative of Folliot. For if his e;:cufe was rejected as falfe and 
frivolous, it would be treated as no anfwer. Becket fubmitted 
fo far to the fentence of confifcation of goods and chattels, that 
he gave furety, which is a proof, that he meant not at that time 
to queftion the authority ofthe king's courts. (7. 1 It may be 
worth obferving, that both the author of Hifl:oria quadrapar
tita, and Gervafe, contemporary writers, agree with Fitz

Stephens ; and the b.tter is not ufually very p<trtial to Becket~ 
All the ancient hiftorians give the fame account. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLU~tE. 
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