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T HE compunction of Richard, for his undutiful C R A P. 

behaviour towards his father, was durable, and~ 
influenced him in the choice of his minifters uS9JII · 

and fervants after his acceffion. Thofe who had fecond-
cd and favoured his rebellion, inftead of meeting with 
that trufi: and honour which they expeCl:ed, were fur prized 

Vo~. II. B to 
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c H A P. to find that they lay un·der difgrace with the new king,.. 
X ' . . 

~and were on all occafions hated and defp1fed by h1m .. 

u89. The faithful minifters of Henry, who had vigoroufly op

pofed all the enterprizcs of his fons, were received with 

open arms, and were continued in thofe offices which 

they had honourably difcharged to their former mafter a. 

This prudent cond L. ct might be the refult of refleCl:ion; 

but in a prince, Jike Richard, fo much guided by paffion, 

and fo little by pol.icy, it was commonly afcribed to a 

principle frill more virtuous and more honourable. 

RrcHARD, th~t he might make atonement to one pa-

, rent for hi.s breach of duty to the other, immediately fent 

orders for relcafing the queen-dowager from the confine

ment in which fue ha-d long been detained ; and he en

trufied her with the government of England, till his 

arrival in that kingdom. His bounty to his brother John 

was rather profufe and imprudent. Befides beftowing on 

him the county of 1v.Iortaigne in Normandy, granting 

him a pen!ion of four thoufand marks a year, and mar

rybg him to Avifa, the daughter of the earl of Glocefier, 

by whom he inherited all the pofTeffions of that opulent 

family; he increafed this appanage, which the late king. 

had dd1:incd him, by other extenfive grants and concef:.. 

fi.ons. He conferred on him the whole efiate of William 

Peverell, which had cfcheated to the crown: He put him 

in poffeffion of eight cafl:~es, with all the fore!ls and ho

nours annexed to them : He delivered over to him no le!s 

than fix earldoms, Cornwal, Devon, Somerfet, Notting

ham, Dorfet, Lancafie:-, and Derby. And endeavourino-o, 
by favours, to fix that vicious prince in his duty, he put 

it too much in his power, whenever he pleafed, to depart 
from it. 

The king's THE king, impelled more by the love of military glory 
preparation th b r. fl· · J: 
for the cru- an Y 1uper.u1t10n, aded, from the beginning of his 
{ad e. 

a. Ho<teden~ p. 6sS• Ber..ed. Abb. p. 547• M, Paris, p. 107. 
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RICHARD I. 3 
reign, as if the foie purpofc of his government had been c H A P. 

the relief of the Holy Land, and the recovery of Jerufa-~ 
lem from the Saracens. 'I'his zeal againft infidels, be- u8,. 

ing communicated to his fubjech, broke out in London 
on the day of his coronation, and made them find a cru-
fade Jefs dangerous, and attended with more immediate 
profit. The prejudices of the age had made the lending 
of money on intereft pafs by the invidious name of ufury: 
Yet the neceffity of the praCtice had frill continued it, and 
the greater part of that kind of dealing fell every where 
into the hands of the Jews; who, being already infa
mous on account of their religion, had no honour to lofe, 
and were apt to exercife a profeffion, odious in itfelf, by 
every kind of rigour, and even fometimes by rapine and 
extortion. The indufl:ry and frugality of this people 
had put them in poffeffion of an the ready money, which 
the idlenefs and profufion, common to the Englilh with 
other European nations, enabled them to lend at exor
bitant and unequal intereft. The monkith writers repre
fent it as a great flain on the wife and equitable govern
ment of Henry, that he had carefully protected this infidel 
race from all injuries and infults; but the zeal of Richard 
•fforded the populace a pretence for venting their animo
fity againft them. The king had iifued an ediCt, prohi
biting their appearance at his coronation; but fome of 
them, bringing him large prefcnts from their nation, 
prefumed, in confidence of that merit, to approach 
the hall in which he dined : Being difcovered, they 
were expofed to the infults of the byfianders; they 
took to .flight; the people purfued them; the rumor was 
fpread, that the king had ifiued orders to maffitcre all the 
Jew~; a c-ommand fo agreeable was executed in an infiant 
on fuch as fell into the hands of the populace ; thofe who 
had kept at home were expofed to equal danger; the 
people, moved by rapacity and zeal, broke into their 

B 2 houfes, 
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c H A P. houfes, which they plundered, after having murdered the 
~owners ; where the Jews barricadoed their doors, and 

II8g. defended themfelves with vigour, the rabble fet fire to the 
houfes, and made way through the flames to exercife thei~ 
pillage and violence; the ufuallicentioufnefs of London, 
which the fovereign power with difficulty refirained, broke 
out with fury, and continued thefe outrages; the houfes 
of the rich citizens, though Chrifrians, were next attack
ed and plundered; and wearinefs and fatiety at lafr put 
an end to the diforder : Yet when the king impowered 
Glanville, the jufiiciary, to enquire into the authors of 
thefe crimes, the guilt was found to involve fo many of 
the mofi confiderable citizens, that it was deemed more 

prudent to drop the profecution; and very few fuffered 
the puni!hment due to this enormity. But the diforder 

fl:opped not at London. The inhabitants of the other 
cities of England, hearing of this flaughter of the Jews, 
imi tated the example: In York, five hundred of that na
tion, who had retired into the cafile for fafety, and found 
themfelves unable to defend the place, murdered their 
own wives and children, threw the dead bodies over the 
walls upon the populace, and then fetting fire to the 
houfes, perifued in the flames. The gentry of the neigh
bourhood, who were all indebted to the Jews, ran to the 
cathedral, where their bonds were kept, and made a 
folemn bonfire of the papers before the altar. The com
piler of the annals of W averley, in relating thefe events,. 
bleffes the Almighty for thus delivering over this impious 
race to deftruction b. 

THE ancient fituation of England, when the people 
poffefied little riches and the public no credit, made it im
poffible for fovereigns to bear the expence of a fl:eady or 
durable war, even on their frontiers; much lefs could 

they find regular means for the fupport of difiant expedi-

'b Gale's Collell:~ vol. iii. p. I6S•-
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RICHARD I. 5 

tions like thofe into Paleftine, which were more the refult C H X~ P. 

of popular frenzy than of fober reafon or deliberate policy. '-v----1 
Richard, therefore, knew, that he mufr carry with him u89. 

all the treafure neceffary for his ent~rprize, and that both 
the remotenefs of his own country and its poverty made 
it unable to furnilh him with thofe continued fupp]ies, 
which the exigencies of fo perilous a war mufr neceffarily 
require. His father had left him a treafure of above a 
hundred thoufand marks; and the king, negligent of every 
confideration, but his prefent objeCl:, endeavoured to aug-
ment this fum by all expedients, how pernicious foever to 
the public, or dangerous to royal authority. He put 
to fale the revenues and manors of the crown; the offices 
of greateft trufr and power, even thofe of forefrer and 
ilieriff, which anciently were fo important c, became ve-
nal; the dignity of chief jufticiary, in whofe hands was 
lodged the whole execution of the laws, was fold to Hugh 
de Puzas, bifuop of Durham, for a thoufand marks ; the 
fame prelate bought the earldom of Northumberland for 
]ife d; many of the champions of the crofs, who had 
repented of their vow, purchafed the liberty of violating 
it; and Richard, who flood lefs in need of men than of 

· money, difpenfed, on thefe conditions, with their attend
ance. Elated with the hopes of fame, which in that age 
attended no wars but thofe againfr the infidels, he was 
blind to every other confideration ; and when fome of his 
wifer minifiers objeCl:ed to this di.ffipation of the revenue 
and power of the crown, he replied, that he would fell 
London itfelf could he find a purchaferc. Nothing indeed 
could be a fhonger proof how negligent he was of all fu .. 
ture interefts in comparifon of the crufade, than his fell
ing, for fo fmall a fum as 1 o,ooo marks, the vaffalage of 

c The lherifF had anciently both the adminiftratioa of juftice and the m a .. 
111gement of the king's revenue committed to him in the county, Sec H_/, 
if Sbtrijfi Accounts. 

a M. Pa1is, p. 109. e W. Hemiog. p. 519. Knnhton, p. ~4o~. 
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c H A P. Scotland, together with the fortreffes of Roxborough and 

~ Berwic, the greatefr acquifition that had been made by 
118g. his father during the courfe of his victorious reign; and 

his accepting the homage of William in the ufual terms, 
mere!y for the territories which that prince held in Eng

land f, The Englifh of all ranks and frations were op

preffed by numerous exaClions: Menaces were employed 

both againfr the innocent and the guilty, in order to extort 

money from them : And where a pretence was wanting 
againfi the rich, the king obliged them, by the fear of his 

difpleafure, to lend him fums, which, he knew, it would 

never be in his power to repay. 

BuT Richard, though he facrificed every interefr and 
confideration to the fuccefs of this p,ious enterprize, car .. 
ried fo little the appearan~e of fanB:ity in his conduct, 

that Fulk, curate of NeuilJy, a zealous preacher of the 

crufade, who from that merit had acquired the privilege 
of fpc:1king the boldefl: truths, advifed him to rid himfelf 
of his notorious vices, particularly his pride, avarice, and 
voluptuoufi1efs, which he called the king,s three favourite 
daughters. You co~nfel well, replied Richard ; and I hereby 

'difpoje of tbe firjl to the Templars, of the fecond to the Bme~ 
dic?ines, and of the third to my prelates. 

RICHARD, jealous of attempts which might be made 
~m England during his ab fence, laid prince John, as well 

as his natural brother Geoffrey, archbifhop of York, un

der engagements, confirmed by their oaths, that neither 
of them fuould enter the kingdom till his return; though 
he thought proper, before his departure, to withdraw 
this prohibition. The adminifiration was left in tlie 

h~nds of Hugh, biiliop of Durham, and of Longchamp, 
b1fhop of Ely, whom he appointed jufiiciaries and guar
dians of the realm. The latter was a Frenchman of mean 

birth, and of a violent character; \Yho by art and addref~ 

f Hoveden, p. 661. Rymer, vol. i. p. 6·1• .1\1, Weft, p. %57• 
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had infinuated himfelf into favour, whom Richard had C H A P. 

created chancellor, and whom he had engaged the pope~ 
alfo to inveft with the legantine authority, that, by us,. 
centering every kind of power in his perfon, he might 
the better enfure the public tranquillity. All the mi-
litary and turbulent fpirits flocked about the perfon of 
the king, and were impatient to diftingui!h themfelves 
againft the infidels in Afia; whither his inclinations, his 
engagements, led him, and whither he was impelled by 
meffages from the king of France, ready to embark in this 
cnterprize. 

THE emperor Frederic, a prince of great fpirit and 
conduCt, had already taken the road to Palefiine at the . 

head of 150,0.00 men, colleB:ed from Germany and all 
the northern fiates. Having furmounted every obfiacle 

thrown in his way by the artifices of the Greeks and the 
power of the infidels, he had penetrated to the borders of 
Syria; when, bathing in the cold river Cydnus, during 
the greatefr heat of the fummer-feafon, he was feized with 
a mortal difiemper, which put an e11d to his life and hi~:~ 

ra!h enterprize g_ His army, under the command of his 

fon Conrade, reached Palefline; but was fo diminifhed 

py fatigue, famine, maladies, and the fword, that it 

fcarcely amounted to eight thoufand men; and was un
able to make any progrefs againfl: the great power, va 6 

lour, and conduct of Saladin. Thefe rei~erated calami
ties, attending the crufades, had taught the kint;s of 
France and England the neceffity of trying another roat! 

'to the Holy Land; and they determined to conduCt their 

~rmies thither by fea, to carry provifions along with them, 

and by means of their naval power to maintain an open 
~ommunication with their own ftates, and with the wefl:ern 

parts of Europe. The place of rendezvous was appointed tr9G. 

·n the plains of Vezelay, on the bordera of Burgundy h: sg·hjuoa. 

g BenetJ. Abb. P• 556. h Hovcden, P• 6t;o. 
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~ H 4 P. Philip and Richard, on their arrival there, found their 
~combined army amount to xoo,ooo men 1 ; a mighty force, 

'1?o• animated with glory and religion, conducted by two war
like monarchs, provided with every thing which their 
feveral dominions could fupply, and not to be overcome 
but by their own mifconduct, or by the unfurmountable 
obfiacles of nature. 

~ing (ets 
()ut on the 

~ ~rufad~. 

THE French prince and the Englilh here reiterated 
their promifes of cordial friendlhip, pledged their faith 
n.ot to invade each other's dominions <luring the crufade, 
mutually exchanged the oaths of all their barons and pre
lates to the fame eftecr, and fubjetl:ed themfelves to the 
penalty of interdicts and excommunications, if they thould 
ever violate this public and folemn engagement. They 
then feparated; Philip took the road to Genoa, Richard 
that to Marfeillcs, with a view of meeting their fleets, 
which were feveral1y appointed to rendezvous in thefe 
harbours. They put to fea; and nearly about the fame 
time, were obliged, by firefs of weather, to take ilielter 
in Meffina, where they were detained during the whole 
winter. This incident laid the foundation of animofitie$, 
which proved fatal to their enterprize. 

RICHARD and Philip were, by the fituation and extent 
of their dominions, rivals in power; by their age and in
c::Iinations, competitors for glory; and thefe caufes of 
emulation, which, had the princes been employed in the 
field againft the common enemy, might have ftimulated 
them to martial enterprizes, foan excited, during the 
prefent leifure and repofe, quarrels between monarchs of 
fuch a nery charaB:er. Equally haughty, ambitious, in
'repid, and inflexible; they were irritated with the leaft 
a-ppearance of injury, and were incapable, by mutu~l 
~pndefcenfio.ps, to efFace thofe caufes of complaint, which 
~pa,yoidably arofe between them. Richard, candid, fin .. 

i V.inifauf, P• 305~ 



RICHARD I. 9 
cere, undefigning, impolitic, violent, laid himfelf open, c H A P. 
en every occafion, to the defigns of his antagonift; who,~~ 
provident, interefted, intriguing, failed not to take all ad- Jig<J. 
vantages againft him: And thus, both the circumftances 
of their difpofition in which they were fimilar, and thofe 
in which they differed, rendered it impoffible for them to 
perfevere in that harmony, which was fo neceffary to the 
fuccefs of their undertaking. 

THE laft king of Sicily and Naples was William II. ~ran~ac
who had married J oan, fifter to Richard, and who, dy- ~fc~~y1.n 
ing without iffue, had bequeathed his dominions to his pa-
ternal aunt, Confiantia, the only legitimatedefcendant fur-
viving of Roger, the firft fovereign of thofe fiates who had 
been honoured with the royal title. This princefs had, in 
expectation of that rich inheritance, been married to 
Henry VI. the reigning emperor k; but Tancred, her 
natural brother, had fixed fuch an intereft among the 
barons, that, taking advantage of Henry's abfence, he 
had acquired poffeffion of the throne, and maintained his 
claim, by force of arms, againft all the efforts of the Ger-
mans 1• The approach of the crufaders naturally gave 
him apprehenfions for his unftable government; and he 
was uncertain, whether he had moft reafon to dread the 
prefence of the Fnmch or of the Englifh monarch. Philip 
was engaged in a ftriCl: alliance with the emperor his 
competitor: Richard was difgufted by his rigors towards 
the queen-dowager, whom the Sicilian prince had con-
fined in Palermo; becaufe fue had oppofed with all her 
intereft his fucceffion to the crown. Tancred, therefore, 
fenfible of the prefent neceffity, refolved to pay court to 
both thefe formidable princes; and he was not unfuccefsful 
in his endeavours. He perfuaded Philip that it was highly 
improper for hjm to interrupt his ent~rprize againft the 
infidels, by any attempt againft a Chriftian ftate: He 

~ Bened, Abb, P• s8o. 1 Hoveden, p. 663. 
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H 'A P. refl:ored queen J oan to her liberty; and even found means 
~to make an alliance with Richard, who fripulated by 

u~o. treaty to marry his nephew, A rthur, the young duke of 
Britanny, to one of the daughters of Tancred m. But 
before thefe terms of friend!hip were fcttled, Richard, 
jealous both of Tancred and of the inhabitants of Mdlina~ 
had taken up his quarters in the fuburbs, and had pof
feffed himfelf of a fmall fort, which commanded the har
bour; and he kept himfelf extremely on his guard againft 

1
d oaober. their enterprizes. The citizens tock umbrage. Mutual 

infults and attacks pafTed between them and the Englifh : 
Philip, who had quartered his troop:; in the town, endea
voured to accommodate the quarrel, and held a conference 
with Richanl for that purpofe. While the two kings, meet
ing in the open fields, were engaged in difcourfe on this 
fubjetl:, a body of thofe Sicilians feemed to be drawing 
towards them ; and Richard pu!hed forwards, in order to 
enquire into the reafon of this extraordinary movement n. 

The Engliih, infolent from their power, and inflamed 
with former animofities, wanted but a pretence for attack· 
ing the Meffinefe : They foon chaced them off the field, 
drove them into the town, and entered with them at the 
gates. The king employed his authority to reftrain them 
from pillaging and maffacring the defe~celefs inhabitants; 
but he gave orders, in token of his victory, t~at the fiand
ard of England Ihould be eret!:ed on the walls. Philip, 
who confidered that place as his quarters, exclaimed 
againfi the infult, and ordered fome of his troops to pull 
oown the frandard: But Richard ir.formed him by a mef
fenger, that, though he himfelf would willingly remove 
that ground of offence, he would not permit it to be done 
by others; and if the French king attempted fuch an in~ 
fult upon him, he fhou1J not fucceed but by the utmoft 

m Hoveden, p. 676, 677. Bened. Ab b. p. Et 5• 
P• 6o8. 

11. Bencd. A bb .. 
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effufion of blood. Plilip, content with this fpecies ofC H A P. 

haughty fubmiffion, re:alled his orders 0
: The difference~ 

was feemingly accomnodated; but fl:ill left the remains ugo. 

of rancour and jealatiy in the breafts of the two mo-

narchs. 
T ANCRED, who, br his own fecurity, defired to in

.Rame their mutual hctred, employed an artifice, which 
might have been attended with confequences frill more 
fatal. He £bowed R ichard a letter, figned by the French JJ9r• 

king, and delivered tohim, as he pretended, by the duke 

~f Burgundy; in which that monarch defired Tancred to 

fall upon the quarters of the Englifh, and promifed to 
~ffifl: him in putting tlem to the fword, as common ene-

mies. The unwary ~Richard gave credit tq the informa-

tion ; but was too ca.1did not to betray his difcontent to 

Philip, who abfolutel; denied the letter, and charged the 

Sicilian prince with forgery and falfehood. Richard 
either was, or pretenred to be, entirely fatisfied P, 

LEST thefe jealoufi(s and complaints fhould multiply 
between them, it wa; propofed, that they fhould, by a 
folemn treaty, obviate all future differences, and adjufr 

every point that could poffibly hereafter become a contro

verfy between them. But this expedient ftarted a new 

~ifpute, which might have proved more dangerous than 

any of the foregoing, and which deeply concerned the 

honour of Philip's f<Jmily. When Richard, in every 

~reaty with the late king, infi!l:ed fo firenuoufl y on being al

'owea to marry Alice of France, he had only fought a 

pretence for quarrelling ; and never meant to take to 

. ~is bed a princefs fuf1eCl:ed of a criminal amour with his 

own father. After he became mafier, he no longer fpake 

of that alliance: He even took meafures for efpoufing Be ... 

rengaria', daughter of Sanchez, king of N avarre, with 
whom he had becorre enamoured during his abode in 

• Hoveden, p. 674• P Ibid. p. 688. Bened. Abb. P• 64:, 643• 

¥rompton, p. 1195• 
Guienne: 
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c H A P. Guienne •: Q!Jeen Eleanor was daily expeCted with that 
• ~· , princefs at Meffina r: and when Philip renewed to him 

u,r. his applications for efpoufing his fifter Alice, Richard was 
obliged to give him an abfolute refufal. It is pretended 
by Hoveden and other hiftorians •, that he was able to 
produce fuch convincing proofs of Alice's infidelity, and 
even of her having born a cbild to Henry, that her bro
ther ddifted from his applications, and ehofe to wrap up 
the dilhonour of his family in filence and oblivion. It is 
certain, from the treaty itfelf, which remains t, that, 
whatever were his motives, he permitted Richard to give 
his hand to Berengaria ; and having fettled all other con· 
troverfies with that prince,. he immediately fet fail for the 
Holy Land. Richard awaited fome time the arrival of 
his mother and bride; and when they joined him, he fepa- , 
rated his fleet into two fquadrons, and fet forward on his 
enterprize. Q!Ieen Eleanor returned to England ; but 
Eerengaria, and the queen-dowager of Sicily, his fifter, 
attended him on the expedition u. 

THE Englilh fleet, on leaving the port of Meffina, 
met with a furious tempeft; and the fquadron, on which 
the two princeff'es were embarked, was driven on the 

Jath April. coaft of Cyprus, and fome of the veffels were wrecked 
near Limiffo in that illand. Ifaac, prince of Cyprus, 
who affumed the magnificent title of emperor, pillaged 
the lliips that were ftranded, threw the feamen and paf
fengers into prifon, and even refufed to the princdfes 
liberty, in their dangerous fituation, of entering the har
bour of Limiffo. But Richard, who arrived foon after, 
took ample vengeance on him for the injury. He difem
barked his troops; defeated the tyrant, who oppofed his 
landing; entered Limiff'o by ftorm; gained next day a 
fe~ond viel:ory; obliged lfaac to furrender at difcretion; 

q Vinifauf. P• 316. r M. Paris, p. 1 u.. Trivet, p. 101. W. 
Heming. P• 519. 5 Hovcdcn, p. 683. t Rymer, yoJ. i. 
P• 69, Chron, de Dunft. F· 44• u Bcn,d. Abb. P• 6•H• 

and 
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~nd eikblifhed governors over the ifland. The Greek C H A P. 

prince, being thrown into prifon and loaded with irons,~ 
complained of the little regard with which he was treated: ugr. 

Upon which, Richard ordered filver fetters to be made 
for him; and this emperor, pleafed with the di:flintl:ion, 
expreffed a fenfe of the generofity of his conqueror w. 

Th~ king here efpoufed Berengaria, who, immediately nth May~ 
embarking, carried along with her to Palefiine the 
daughter of the Cypriot prince; a dangerous rival, who 
was be1ieved to have feduced the affeCtions of her huf-
band. Such were the libertine character and coJilduCl: of 
the heroes engaged in this pious enterprize! 

THE Englilh army arrived in time to partake in the T~e k~ng•a 
arnval1a 

glory of the fiege of Acre or Ptolemais, which had been Palctlinc. 

attacked for above two years by the united force of all the 
Chriftians in Pale:fline, and had been defended by the 
utmofr efforts of Salad in and the Saracens. The remains 
of the German army, conduCl:ed by the emperor Fre-
deric, and the feparate bodies of adventurers who conti-
nually poured in from the Weft, had enabled the king of 
Jerufalem to form this important enterprize x: But Sala-
din, having thrown a firong garrifon into the place under 
the command of Caracos, his own ma:fler in . the art of 
war, and molefiin'g the befiegers with continual attacks 
and fallies, had protracted the fuccefs of the enterprize, 
and wafted the force of his enemies. The arrival of 
Philip and Richard infpired new life into the Chrifiians; 
and thefe princes, acting by concert, and £baring the 
honour and danger of every aclion, gave hopes of a final 
vitlory over the infide1s. They agreed on this plan of 
operations : When the French monarch attacked the 
town, the Englilli guarded the trenches: Next day, when 
the Englifu prince conducted the affault, the French 

Y Bcned. AbL. P• 650. Aan. Wuerl. p. 164. Vinifauf. p. 3t.8. W .. 
Hcmin&• p. 521. x Vin.~uf. p. s69. 2.7~. :;9. 

fucceed ... d 
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C H A P. fucceeded him in providing for the fafety of the aiTailant~. 

~The emulation between thofe rival kings and rival nations 

JJ91. produced extraordinary aCts of valour: Richard in par

ticular, animated with a more precipitate courage than 
Philip, and more agreeable to the romantic fpirit of that 
age, drew to himfelf the general attent ion, and acquired 
a great and fplendid reputation. But this harmony was 
of 1hort duration ; and occafions of difcord foon arofe 
between thefe jealous and haughty princes. 

State ofPa- THE family of Bouillon, which had firfr been placed 
l~!line. / on the throne of Jerufalem, ending in a female, Fulk, 

count of Anjou, grandfather to Henry II. of England, 
married the heirefs of that kingdom, and tranfmitted his 
title to the younger branches of his family. The Anje
vin race ending alfo in a female, Guy de Lufignan, by 
efpoufing Sibylla, the heirefs, had fucceeded to the title; · 
and though he Jofr his kingdom by the invafion of Saladin1 

he was frill acknowledged by all the Chrifiians for king 

of Jerufalem Y. But as Sibylla died without iffue, dur

ing the fiegc of Acre, !fabella, her younger fifl:er, put 
in her claim to that titular kingdom, and required Lu
fignan to refign .his pretenfions to her hufband, Conrade, 
marquis of Montferrat. Lufignan, maintaining that the 
royal title was unalienable and indcfcazable, had re

courfe to the proteCtion of Richard, attended on him be
fore he left Cyprus, and engaged him to embrace his 
caufe z. There needed no other reafon for throwing 
Ptiilip into the party of Conrade; and the oppofite views 
of thefe great monarchs brought faction and diffention 
into the Chrifiian army, and retarded all its operations. 
The Templars; the Genoefe, and the Germans, declared 
for Philip and Conrade; the Flemings, the Pifans, the 
knights of the hofpital of St. John, adhered to Richard 

Y Vini{auf. p. :t8 r. z. Trivet, P• Io.J. Vinifauf. p. 34:. 
W. Heming, p. 5~4• 

and 
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.and Lufignan. But notwithfianding thefe difputes, asC H A P. 

the length of the fiege had reduced the Saracen garrifon ~ 
to the lafi: extremity, they furrendered themfelves prifon- ugt.

1 · . . ath Ju y, ers; fiipulated, m return for the1r lives, other advan-
tages to the Chrifrians, fuch as refioring of the Chrif-
tian prifoners, and the delivery of the wood of the true 
crofs a; and this great enterprize, which had long engaged 
the attention of all Europe and Afta, was at ]aft, after the 
lofs of 300,000 men, brought to a happy period. 

Bu't Philip, infiead of purfuing the hopes of farther 
conquefr, and of redeeming the holy city from flavery, 
being difgufied with the afcendant a.ffumed and acquired 
by Richard, and having views of many advantages, which 
he might reap by his prefence in Europe, declared his 
refolution of returning to France; and he pleaded his 
bad fiate of health as an excufe for his defertion of the 
common caufe. He left, however, to Richard ten thou
fand of his troops, under the command of the duke of 
Burgundy; and he renewed his oath never to commence 
hofiilities againft that prince's dominions during his ab
fence. But he had no fooner reached Italy than he ap
plied, 'tis pretended, to pope Celefiine III. for a difpenfa
tion from this vow; and when denied that req uefr, he frill 
proceeded, though after a covert manner, in a projeCt, 
which the prefent fituation of England rendered inviting, 
and which gratified, in an eminent degree, both his re-· 
fentment and his ambition. 

IMMEDIATELY after R'chard had left England, and Diforders i.tr 
'begun his march to the holy land, the two prelates, England. 

whom he had appointed guardians of the realm, broke out 
into animofities againft each other, and threw the king-

a This true crofs was loll: in the bat~J~ of Tiberiade, tow hi eh it had been 

carried by the crnfaders for their protefricn. Rigord, an author of that age. 

fays, that after this difn~al event, all the children ·who were horn throughout 

all Chriftendom, had only twenty or twenty-tNo teeth, i:Jfic.td of thirty er 
thirty-two1 which wa3 th~ir fvrmer compkmc:nt

1
_p, 14, 
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c H A P. dom into combufrion. Longchamp, prefumptuous in 
X h ' d 'th ~his nature, elated by the favour which e en3oye Wl 

1191• his mafl:er, and armed with the legantine commiffion, 
could not fubmit to an equality with the bilhop of Dur
ham : He even went fo far as to arreft his colleague, 
and to extort from him a refignation of the earldom of 
Northumberland, and of his other dignities, as the price 
of his liberty b, The king, informed. of thefe di!fentions, 
ordered, by letters from Marfeilles, that the bilhop 
fhould be reinftated in his offices ; but Longchamp had 
flill the boldnefs to refufe compliance, on pretence that 
he himfe]f was better acquainted with the king's fecret 
intentions c, He proceeded to govern the kingdom by his 
fole authority; to treat all the nobility with arrogance ; 
and to difplay his power and riches with an invidious 
oftentation. He never travelled without a frrong guard 
of fifteen hundred foreign foldiers, collected from that 
licentious tribe, with which the age was generally infeft
ed: Nobles and knights were proud of being admitted 
into his train: His retinue wore the afpect of royal mag
nificence : And when, in his progrefs through the king
dom, he lodged in any monaftery, his attendants, it is 
faid, were fu.fficient to devour, in one night, the revenue 
of feveral years d, The king, who was detained in 
Europe longer than the haughty prelate expected, hearing 
of this oftentation, which exceeded even what the habits
of that age indulged in ecclefiaftics; being alfo informed 
of the infolent, tyrannical conduct of his minifter; 
thought proper to reftrain his power : He fent new orders, 
appointing Waiter archbiihop of Roiien, William Mare
fhal earl of Strigul, Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, William Brie
were, and Hugh Bardolf, counfcllors to Longchamp~ 

~ Hoveden, p. 66 S· Knyghton, p. 2403. c w, Heming .. 
P· 52.8, d Hoveden, P• 68o, Bcned. Abb. p. 62.6, 700, Bromp• 
\on,. p, ll9.3• 
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and commanding him to take no meafure of importatice C H A P. 

without their concurrence and approbation. But fuch ~ 
general terror had this man impreifed by his violent con- J 191.• 

duel:, that even the archbilhop of Rouen and the earl of 
Strigul dudl: not produce this mandate of the king's; 
and Longchamp frill maintained an uncontrouled autho-
rity over the nation. But when he proceeded fo far as 
to throw into prifon Geoffrey archbi!hop of York, who 
had oppofed his meafurcs, this breach of ecclefiafiical 
privileges excited fuch an univerfal ferment, that prince 
John, difgu!l:.Jd with the fmall fhare he poifeife3 in the 
government, and pcrfonally difobliged by Longchampf 
ventured to fummon at Reading a general council of the 
nobility and prelates, and cite him to appear before them. 
Longchamp thought it dangerous to entrufr his perfon in 
their hands, and he fhut himfelf up in the Tower of Lon-
don; but being foon obliged to furrender that fortrefs, he 
Bed beyond fea,- concealed under a female habit, and was 
deprived of his offices of chancellor and chief jufiiciary ; 
the lafr of which was conferred on the archbilhop of 
RoUen, a prelate of prudence and moderation. The 
commiffion of legate, however, which h::1d been renewed 
to Longchamp by pope Cele!l:ine, frill gave him, notwith-
fianding his ab{ence, great authority in the kingdom, 
enabled him to di!l:urb the government, and forwarded 
the views of Philip, who watched every opportunity of 
annoying Richard's dominions. That monarch firfi: xr9z. 

attempted to carry open war into Normandy; but as the 
!French nobility refufed to follow him in an invafion of a 
ftate which they had fworn to proteCt, and as the pope, 
who was the general guardian of all princes that had taken 
the crofs, threatened him with ccclefiafiical ccnfures, he 
defifted frow his entcrprize, and employed againfr Eng-
and the expedient of fecret policy and intrigue. He 

debauched prince ] ohn from his allegiance; promifed 
him his fifl:er Alice in marriage; offered to give him 

VoL. II. C poffdlio 
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c H A P. poffeffion of all Richard's tranfmarine dominions; arnd 

~had not the authority of queen Eleanor, and the menacc."S 

119-:· of the Eno-liili council prevailed over the inclinations of b , 

that turbulent prince, he was ready to have croffed the 

feas, and to have put in execution his criminal enter-

prizes. 

h k
. , 'rHE J. ealoufy of Philrp- was every moment excited by 

T .e •ng s • . . 
h:roi~ aC· the glory, which the great achons of Richard were galn-
ttons In Pa- • 11. d h' h b · d h · 
lefrine. ing him m the ean, an w lC , emg compare to 13 

own defertion of that popular caufe, threw a double 

lufrre on his rival. His envy, therefore, prompted him 

to obfcure that fame, which he had not equalled ; and he 

embraced every pretence of throwing the mofi violent 

and moft. improbable calumnies on the king of England. 

There was a petty prince in Afia, commonly called The old 
man of tbe mountain, who had acquired fuch an afcendant 

over his fanatical fubjeCl:s, that they paid the mofl: implicit 

deference to his commands ; efl:eerned affaffination meri

torious, when fanCl:ified by his mandate; courted danger, 

and even certain death, in the execution of his orders; 

and fancied, that when they facrificed their lives for his 

fake, the highefr joys of paradife were the infallible re
ward of their devoted obedience e. It was the cufl:om of 

this prince, when he imagined himfelf injured, to dif
patctl fecretly fome of his fubjeCl:s againfl: the aggreffor, 

to charge them with the execution of his revenge, to 
infrruCl: them in every art of difguifing their purpofe; 

and no precaution was fuffi.cient to guard any man, how
ever powerful, againfl: the attempts of thefe fubtle and 

determined ruffians. The greatefl: monarchs fl:ood in 

awe of this prince of the a!faffins, (for that was the 

name of his people ; whence the word has paffed into 

mofi: European languages) and it was the higheft indif

G:retio~ in Conrade, marquis of Montferrat, to offend and 

e W. H~ming. P• 53:t, .Brompton, p. u43. 
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Mfront him. The inhabitants of Tvre, who vvere r-overned C H A P. 

' o X. 
by that nobler:~an, had put to death fome of this dan- "--v---1 
gerous people: The prince demanded f.ttisf<!chon; for 1 192 • 

as he piqued himfelf on never beginning any offence f, 

he had his regular and efi:ablilhed formalities in requiring 
atonement: Cortrade treated his meffengers with difdain: 

The prince iffued the fatal orders: Two of his fubjeB:s, 
who had inlinuated themfelves in difguifc among Conrade's 
guards, openly, in the fl:reets of Sidon, wounded him 
morta1ly; and when they were feizcd and put to the 
moLl: cruel tortures, they triumphed amidfl: their agonies, 
and rejoiced that they had been defl:ined by heaven to 
fuffer in fo jufl: and meritorious a caufe. 

EvERY one in Palefiine knew from what hand the 
blow came. Richard was entirely free from fufpicion .. 
Though that monarch had formerly maintained the caufe 
of Lufignan againfl: Conrade, he had become fenfible of 
the bad effects attending thofe diffentions, and had volun
tarily conferred on the former the kingdom of Cyprus, 
on condition that he 1hould refign to his rival all preten
fions on the crown of Jerufalem g. Conrade himfelf, 
with his dying breath, had recommended his widow to 
the protetl:ion of Richard h ; the prince of the affa!lins 
avowed the action in a formal narrative which he fcnt to 

Europe i; yet, on this foundation, the king of France 
thought fit to build the mofl: egregious calumnies, and to 
impute to Richard the murder of the marquis of Mont
ferrat, whofe elevation he had once openly oppofed. He 
filled all Europe with exclamations againfl: the crime; 
appointed a guard for his own perfon, in order to de
fend himfelf againfi a like attempt k; and endeavoured, 
by thefe lhallow artifices, to cover the infamy of attack-

f Rymer, vol. i. p. 71. g Vinifauf. p. 39'· h Brompton, 
p. 1243· i Rymer, vul. i. p. 71. Trivet, p. 124. W. Heming. 
p. 544· DicetoJ p. 6So. k. W. Hemins. p. 532. Bcompton, 

P· UfS. 

ing 
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c H A P. in(l' the dominions of a {'rince, whom he himfelf had 

~de~erted, and who was engaged with fo much glory in a 

1192 • war, univerfally acknowledged to be the common caufe 

of Chrifrendom. 
BuT Richard's heroic aCI:ions in Palefl:ine were the befi: 

apology for his condu£1:. The Chrifrian adventurers 

under his command determined, on opening the cam· 

paign, to attempt the fiege of Afcalon, in order to pre

pare the way for that of J erufalem ; and they marched 

along the fea-coafi with that intention. Saladin purpofed 

to intercept their paffage; and he placed himfelf on the 

road with an army, amounting to 300,000 combatants. 

On this occafion. was fought one of the greatefi: battles of 

that age; and the mofi: celebrated, for the military ge

nius of the commanders, for the number and valour of 

the troops, and for the great variety of events which 

attended it. Both the right wing of the Chrifi:ians, 

commanded by d' Avefnes, and the left, conduCI:ed by the 

duke of Burgundy, were, in the beginning of the day~ 

broken and defeated; when Richard, who led on the 

main body, refrored the battle; attacked the enemy with 

intrepidity and prefence of mind; performed the part both 

of a confummate general and gallant foldier; and not 

only gave his two wings leifure to recover from their con

fufion, but obtained a complete victory over the Sara

cens, of whom forty thoufand are faid to have perilhed 

in the field 1• Afcalon foon after fell into the hands of 

the Chrifi:ians : Other fieges were carried on with equal 

fuccefs : Richard was even able to advance within fight 

of Jerufalem, the objeCl: of his enterprize; when he 

had the mortification to find, that he muft abandon all 

hopes of immediate fuccefs, and mufi: put a ftop to his 

career of victory. The crufaders, animated with an en-

I Hoveden, p. 698. Bened. Abb. p .. 677. Di~;eto, p •. 66z, BromptODt 

p •. n14. 
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thufiafl:ic ardor for the holy wars, broke at fidl: through C H A P. 

all regards to fafety or interefl: in the profecution of their~ 
purpofe; and trufring to the immediate affifl:ance of I 191. 

heaven, fet nothing before their eyes but fame and vitl:ory 

in this world, and a crown of glory in the next. But 

long abfence from home, fatigue, difeafe, want, and the 

variety of incidents which naturally attend war, had gra-

dually abated that fury, which nothing was able directly 

to withftand; and every one, except the king of Eng-

land, expreffed a defire of fpeedily returning into Eu-

rope. The Germans and the Italians declared their 

refolution of defifiing from the enterprize: The French 

were frill more obftinate in this purpofe: The .duke of 

Burgundy, in order to pay court to Philip, took all op

portunities of mortifying and oppofing Richard m: And 

there appeared an abfolute neceffity of abandoning for the 

prefent all hopes of farther conquefl:, and of fecuring the 

acquifitions of the Chrifrians by an accom~odation with 

Saladin. Richard, therefore, concluded a truce with 

that monarch; and fiipulated, that Acre, Joppa, and 

other feaport towns of Palefl:ine, fhould remain in the 

hands of the Chriftians, and that every one of that religion 

{hould have liberty to perform his pilgrimage to Jerufa-

lem unmolefted. This truce was concluded for rhree 

years, three months, three weeks, three days, and three 

hours; a magical number, which had probably been de-

vifed by the Europeans, and which was fuggefied by a 

fuperftition well fuited to the objeCl: of the war. 

THE liberty, in which Salad in indulged the Chrifiians, 

to perform their pilgrimages to J erufalem, was an eafy 

facrifice o.; his part; and the furious wars, which he waged 

in defence of the barren territory of J udea, were not wtth 

htm, as with the European adventurers, the refult of 

fuperfrition, but of policy. The advantage indeed of 

m Vinifauf. p. 38Q, 

fcience, 
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c H A P. fcience, moderation, humanity, was at that time entirely 
~on the fide of the Saraccns ~ and this g~llant emperor, 

J · ~JZ· in particular, difplayed, dunng the courfe of the war'. a 
fpirit and generofity, which even his bigotted enem1es 
were obliaed to acknowledae and admire. Richa1 d, b b 

equally martial and brave, carried with him more of the. 
barbarian character; and was guilty of acts of ferocity, 
which threw a {bin on his celebrated vitlories. \Vhen 
Saladin refufed to ra~ify the capitulation of Acre, the 
king of England ordered all his prifoncrs, to the number 
of fiv~ thoufand, to be butchered ; and the Saracens 
found themfelves obliged to retaliate upon the Chriftians 
by a like cruelty"· Saladin died at Damafcus foon after 
concluding this truce with the princes of the crufade: It 
is memorable, that, before he expired, he ordered his 
windiog-iheet to be carried as a frandard through every 
fl:reet of the city; while a crier we!'lt before, and pro
claimed with a loud voice, This is all that remains to the 
mighty Saladin, the conqueror of the Eajl. By his lafl: will, ~ 
he ordered charities to be difrributed to the poor, without 
diftinCl:ion of Jew, Chriftian, or Mahomet~n. 

The Icing'• THERE remained, after the truce, no bufinefs of im-
retun) from d . R. h d . p l 11.. • • 
.Palc.tline. porta.nce to etatn IC ar m a eume ; and the mtellt~ 

gence which he received, concerning the intrigues of his 
brother John, and thofe of the king of France, made him 
fenfible, that his prefence was neceffary in Europe. 
As he dared not to pafs through France, he failed to the 
Adriatic; and being 1hipwrecked near Aquileia, he put 
on the difgt.Jife of a pilgrim, with a purpofe of taking 
his jour.Qey fecretly through Germany. .t>urfued by the 
governor of lftria, he was forced out of the direCt: road 
fo England, and Wa$ obliged to pafs by Vienna; when~ 
his cx.pe11<;~s and liberalities betrayed the monarch i.q the 

n Hovcden, p. 697. Bened. Abb. p. 67~· M. raris, p, ll5• Vin:fauf, 
F, ;46• W. Hcming. p. 531, 
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habit of the pilgrim; and he was arrdl:cd by orders ofC H .A P. 

Leopold, duke of Auftria. This prince had ferved under~ 
Ri~hard at the fi ge of Acre; but being difgufi:ed by fome 1192· 

• 20 h Dt!
mfult of that haughty monarch, he was fo ungencrous as cember. 

to feize the prefent opportunity of gratifying at once his 

avarice and revenge; and he threw the king into prifon. II9l• 

The emperor Henry VI. who alfo confidered Richard 

as an enemy, on account of the alliance contracted by 

him with Tancred, king of Sicily, difpatched meffengers 
to the duke of Aufiria, required the royal captive to be 

delivered to hiiJJ, :and fiipulated a large fum of money as 
a reward for this fcrvice. Thus the king of England, c~ptivi'y in 

who had filled the whole world with his renown, found G.rrr.any. 

himfelf, during the moft critical ftate of his affair5, con-

fined in a dungeon, and loaded with irons, in the heart 

of Germany 0
, and entirely at the mercy of his enemies, 

the bafeft and moft fordid of mankind. 
THE Engliih council was afl:oniihed on receiving thi3 

fatal intelligence; and forefaw all the dangerous confe
quences, which might naturally arife from that event. 
The queen-dowager wrote reiterated letters to pope Ce
lefrine; exclaiming againft the injury which her fon had 

fufl:ained, reprefenting the impiety of detaining in prifon 
the moft illufirious prince that had yet carried the banners 

of Chrift into the Holy Land; claiming the p;oteCtion of 

the apofi:olic fee~ wh~ch was due even to the meanefi of 

thofe adventurers; and upbraiding the pope, that, in a 

<:aufe where jufl:ice, religion, and the dignity of the 

church~ were fo much concerned ; a caufe which it 

might well befit his holinefs himfelf to fupport by taking 
in perfon a journey to Germany, the fpiritual thunders 
fuould fo long be fufpended over thofe facrilegious offend
ers P. The zeal of Celefiine correfponded not to the 

o Chron, T. Wyku, p. 3S• P Rymer, vol. i. P• 72, 71, 74, 75, 
761 &c. 

C 4- impatience 
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C H A P. impatience of the q uren-mother; and the regency of Eng
~_..land were, for a long time, left to firuggle alone with all 

Il93· their domcfiic and foreign enemies. 
WJrwith THE king of France, quickly informed of Richard's 
fr~ncc. 

f=onfin~ment by a me.lrage from the emperor q' prepared 
himfelf to t4ke advantage of th-e incident: and he em
ployed every means of force and intrigue, of war and ne
g"Jtiation, againfi the dominions and the perfon of his 
unfortunate rival, He revived the calumny of Richard's 
affaffinating the marqu·s of Montferrat; and by that ab· 
furd pretenc::-, he induced his uarons to violate their oaths, 
by which they had engaged, t:1at, during the crufade, 
they never would, on any account, attack the dominions 
of the king of England. He made the emperor the largefr 
offers, if he would deliver into his hands the royal pri
foner, or at leafi dcta ir{ him in p"rpetual captivity : He 
~ven formed an alliance by marriage with the king of 
Denmark, defired that the ancient Danifh claim to the 

crown of Englar.d fho~ld be transferred to him, and foli .. 

cited a fupply of fhipping to maintain it. But the mofr 
fuccefsful of Philip's negotiations was with prince John, 
who, forgetting every tye to his brother, his fovereign, 
~nd his benefaCtor, thought of nothing but how to make 
his own advantage of the public calamities. That traitor, 
on the firfi invitation from the court of France, fuddenly 
went abroad, had a conference with Philip, and made a 
freaty, of which the objetl was the perpetual ruin of his 
unhappy brother, He ftipulated to deliver into Philip's 
}1ands a great part of Normandy r; he received, in return, 
~he invefiiture of all Richard's tranfmarine dominions· :.. 
;tnd it is reported by feveral hifrorians, that he even die! 
pomage to the French king for the crown of England . 

IN confequence of this treaty, Philip invaded Nor
m~n~ y ; and by the treachery of John s emiifaries:t made 

1 Rymer, yol, i, P• 7Co r Ibid. F· s5• 
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himfelf mafrer, without oppofition, of many fortrelfes, C H A P. 

Neuf-ch:atel, Neaufle, Gifors, Pacey, Ivree: He fub-~ 
dued the counties of Eu and Aumale; and advancing to 11~H· 

form the fiege of Rouen, he threatened to put all the in· 
habitants to the fword, if they dared to make refifi:ance. 
Happily, Robert earl of Leicefrer appeared in that critical 
moment; a gallant nobleman, who had acquired great 
honour during the crufade, and who, being more fortu-
nate than his mafrer in finding his palfage homewards, 
took on him the command in Roiien, and exerted himfelf, 
by his exhortations and example, to infufe courage into the 
difmayed Normans. Philip was repulfed in every attack; 
the time of fervice from his valfals expired; and he con-
fented to a truce with the Englilh regency, received in 
return the promife of 2o,ooo marks, and had four cafi:les 
put into his hands, as fecurity for the payment'· 

PRINCE John, who, with a view of encreafing the ge
neral confufion, went over to England, was frill lefs 
fuccefsful in his enterprizes. He was only able to make 
himfelf mafrer of the cafrles ofWindfor and W allingford; . 
but when he arrived in London, and claimed the king
dom as heir to his brother, of whofe death he pretended 
to have received certain intelligence, he was rejetl:ed by 
all the barons, and meafures were taken to oppofe and 
fubdue him r. The j ufriciaries, fupported by the general 
affeCtion of the people, provided fo well for the defence 
of the kingdom, that John was obliged, after fame fruit-

' lefs efforts, to conclude a truce with them; and before 
its expiration, he thought it prudent to return into 
Franc;e, where he openly avowed his alliance with· 
Philip 11

• 

1\.'lEAN while, the high fpirit of Richard fuffered in 
Germany every kind of infult and indignity. The French 

s Hoveden, p. 73o, 731. Rymer, vol. i. p. 81. t Hoveden, 

, . 7H• ~ W. Hcmin~. p. 536. 
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c H A P. ambaffadors, in their mafter's name, renounced him as a 
~ va!fal to the crown of France, and declared all his .fiefs to 

1193· be forfeited to his liege-lord. The emperor, that he 
might render him more impatient for the recovery of h~s 

liberty, and make him fubmit to the payment of a larger 
ranfom, treated him with the greatefr feverity, and re
duced him to a condition worie than that of the meanefr 

malefaCl:or. He was even produced before the diet of the 
empire at Worms, and accufed by Henry of many crimes 

and mifdemeanors; of making an alliance with Tancred, 
the ufurper of Sicily; of turning the arms of the Crufade 
againfr a Chrifiian prince, and fubduing Cyprus; of 
affronting the duke of Aufi:ria before Acre; of obfi:rutl:ing 
the progrefs of the Chrifi:ian arms by his quarrels with the 
king of France; of afraffinating Conrade, marquis of 
Montferrat; and of concluding a truce with Saladin, and 

leaving Jerufalem in the hands of the Saracen emperor w. 

Richard, whofe fpirit was not broken by his misfortunes, 

and whofe genius was rather rouzed by thefe frivolous or 
fcandalous imputations; after premifi~g, that his dignity 
exempted him from anfwering before any jurifdiction, 
t'xcept that of heaven ; yet condefcended, for the fake of 

his reputation, to juftify his conduCt before that great 
aifembly. He obferved, that he had no hand in Tan
cred's elevation, and only concluded a treaty with a 
prince, whom he found in poifeffion of the throne: That 
the king, or rather tyrant of Cyprus, had provoked his 
indignation by the moft ungenerous and unjufi: proceed
ings .t and though he chafiifed this aggre!for, he had not 
retarded a moment the progrefs of his chief enterprize: 

That if he had at any time been wanting in civility to the 
duke of Aufiria, he had already been fufficiently punilhed 
for that fally of pafiion; and it better became men, em
barked together in fo holy a caufe, to forgive each other's 

.., M. Paris, P• UI. W. Heming, p. 536. 
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infirmities, than to purfue a flight offence with fuch unre- C H A P. 
lenting vengeance: That it had fufficiently appeared by~
the event, whether the king of France or he were mofl: ll9l· 
zealous for the conqueft of the Holy Land, and were moll 
likely to facrifice private paffions and animofities to that 
great object: That if the whole tenor of his life had not 
fuown him incapable of a bafe affaffination, and jufHfied 
him from that imputation in the eyes of his very enemies, 
it was in vain for him, at prefent, to make his apology, 
or plead the many irrefragable arguments, which he could 
produce in his own favour: And that, however he might 
regret the neceffity, he was fo far from being afhamed of 
his truce with Saladin, that he rather gloried in that 
event; and thought it extremely honourable, that, though 
abandoned by all the world, fupported only by his own 
courage and by the fmall remains of his national troops. 
he could yet obtain fuch conditions from the moll power-
ful and moft warlike emperor that the Eafr had ever yet 
produced. Richard, after thus deigning to apologize for ' 
his conduCt, burfr out into indignation at the cruel treat-
ment which he had met with; that he, the champion of 
the crofs, frill wearing that honourable badge, fhould, 
after expending the blood and treafure of his fubjeB:s in 
the common caufe of Chriftendom, be intercepted by 
Chrifiian princes in his return to his own country, be 
thrown into a dungeon, be loaded with irons, be obliged 
to plead his caufe, as if he were a fubjeCt and a malefac-
tor ; and what he frill more regretted, be thereby pre-
vented from making preparations for a new crufade, which 
he had projeCted, after the expiration of the truce, and 
from redeeming the fepulchre of Chrifr, which had fo long 
been profaned by the dominion of infidels. The fpirit 
and eloquence of Richard made fuch impreffion on the 
German princes, that they exclaimed loudly againft the 
conduCt of the emperor; the pope threatened him with ex
communication; and Henry, who had hearkened to the pro-

pofali 
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c H A P. pofals of the king of France and prince John, found that 

~it would be impraClicable for him to execute his and their 
ll93· bafe purpofes, or to detain the king of England any longer 

The king's in captivity. He therefore concluded with him a treaty . 
fl.clivery. for his ranfom, and agreed to refiore him to his freedom 

for the fum of 15o,ooo marks, about 3oo,ooo pounds of 
our prefent money: of which I oo,ooo marks were to be 
paid before he received his liberty, and fixty-feven ho
ftages delivered for the remainder x. 'rhe emperor, as if 
to glofs over the infamy of this tranfaction, made at the 

fame time a prefent to Richard of the kingdom of Aries, 

comprehending Provence, Dauphiny, N arbonne, and 

other ftates, over which the empire had fome antiquated 

claims; a prefent which the king very wifely negleCted. 

THE captivity of the fuperior lord was one of the cafes 

provided for by the feudal tenures; and all the vaffals were 
in that event obliged to give an aid for his ranfom. 
Twenty !billings were therefore levied on each knight's 
fee in England; but as this money came in flowly, and 
was not fufficient for the intended purpofe, the voluntary 

zeal of the people readily fupplied the deficiency. The 
€;hurches and monafteries melted down their plate, to the 

amount of 30,000 marks; the bilhops, abbots, and no
hies, paid a fourth of their yearly rent; the parochial 
clergy contributed a tenth of their tythes : And the re
quifite fum being thus colleCl:ed, queen Eleanor, and 

Waiter archbifhop of Roi.ien, fet out with it for Ger

many; paid the money to the emperor and the duke 
of Aufiria at Mentz; delivered them hofiaoes for 

b 

the remainder; and freed Richard from captivity. His 
efcape was very critical. Henry had been deteCl:ed in the 

aflaffination of the bilhop of Liege, and in an attempt of 
a like nature on the duke of Louvain€; and findinO' him-o 
felf extremely obnoxious to the German princes on account 

x Rymer, vol. i. P• 84. 
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RICHARD I. 

of thefe odious praC\:ices, he had determined to feek fup- C H A P .. 

port from an alliance with the king of France; to detain~ 
Richard, the enemy of that prince, in perpetual captivity; Jl94• 

to keep in his hands the money which he had already re-
ceived for his ranfom ; and to extort frelh fums from Philip 
and prince John, who were· very liberal in their offers to 
him. He therefore gave orders that Richard lhould be 
purfued and arrefied ; but the king, making all imagin-
able hafte, had already embarked at the mouth of the 
Schelde, and was our of fight of land, when the mcf-
fengers of the emperor reached Antwerp. 

THE joy of the Englilh was extreme on the appear- King's re. ' 

f h · h h h d r .tr d r' turn to En"'-ance o t etr monarc , w o a 1urrere 10 many cala- land. 
0 

mities, who had acquired fo much glory, and who had 7.otnMar~ 
fpread the reputation of their name into the fartbeft Eaft, 
whither their fame had never before been able ·to extend. 
He gave them, foon after his arrival, an opportunity of 
publickly difplaying their exultation, by or-dering himfelf 
to be crowned anew at Winchefter; as if he irttended, by 
that ceremony, to reinftate himfelf in his throne, and to 
wipe off the ignominy of his captivity. Their fatisfac-
tion was not damped, even when he declared his purpofe 
of refuming all thofe exorbitant grants, which he had 
been neceffitated to make befote his departure for the Holy 
Land. The barons allo, in a great council, confifcated, 
on account of his treafon, all prince John's polfeffions in 
England ; and they afiitled the king in reducing the for-
treffes which frill remained in the hands of his brother's 
•adherents r. Richard, having fettled every thing in Eng-
land, paffed over with an army into Normandy; being 
impatient to make ·war on Philip, and to revenge himfelf 
for the many injuries which he had received from that 
monarch z. As foon as Philip heard of the king's deli-

1 Hoveden, P• 737· Aao, Waverl. F• 16s. W. Hcming. p. 540. 
z Hoveden, P• 740. 
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C H A P. verance from captivity, he wrote to his confederate, J ohfi~ 
~ in thefe terms : Take care of yourfelf: The devil is broken 

ll94• looje a. 

War with WHEN we confider futh powerful and martial mo-

France. narchs, inflamed with perfonal animofity againft each 

other, enraged by mutual injuries, excited by rivalfhip, 

impelled by oppofite interefis, and infi:igated by the pride 

and violence of their own temper; our curiofity is natu

rally raifed, and we expect an obfi:inate and furious war, 

dHHnguiilied by the greateft events, and concluded by 

fome remarkable catafi:rophe. Yet are the incide1.1ts, 

which attended thofe hofiilities, fo frivoloui, that fcarce 

any hifi:orian can entertain fuch a paffion for military de

fcriptions as to venture on a detail of them : A certain 

proof of the extreme weaknefs of princes in thofe ages, 

and of the little authority they poffeffed over their refrac

tory vaffals ! The whole amount of the exploits on both 

fides is, the taking of a cafi:le, the furprife of a ftraggling 

party, a rencounter of horfe, which refembles more a 

rout than a battle. Richard obliged Philip to raife the 

fiege of V erneiiil ; he took Loches, a fmall town in An

jou ; he made himfelf mafi:er of Beaumont, and fome 

other places of little confeq uence ; and after thefe trivial 

~xploits, the two kings began already to hold conferences 

for an accommodation. Philip infified, that, if a general 

peace were concluded, the barons on each fide iliould for 

the future be prohibited from carrying on private wars 

againft each other: But Richard replied, that this was a 

right claimed by his vaffals, and he could not debar them 

from it. After this fruitlefs negociation, there enfued an 

aCl:ion between the French and Englifu cavalry at Frette

val, in which the former were routed, and the kino- of 
b 

France's cartulary and records, which commonly at that 

time attended his perfon, were_taken. But this viCl:ory 

a Hoveden, p. 739• 
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leading to no important advantages, a truce for a year c H A P. 

was at lafr, from mutual wt:aknefs, concluded between~ 
the two monarchs. 

DuRING this war, prince John deferted from Phil ip, 
threw himfelf at his brother's feet, craved pardon for his 
offences, and by the interceffion of queen Eleanor, was 
1·eceived into favour. I forgive him, faid the king, and 
hope I jhall as cajily forget his injuries, as he will my pardon. 
John was incapable even of returning to his duty, with
out committing a bafenefs. Before he left Philip's party, 
he invited to dinner all the officers of the garrifon, which 
that prince had placed in the citadel of Evreux; he maf
facred them during the entertainment; fell, with the 
affifiance of the townfmen; on the garrifon, whom he 
put to the fword; and then delivered up the place to his 
brother. 

THE king of France was the great objeCl: of Richard's 
refentment and animoficy: The conduCl: of John, as well 
as that of the emperor and duke of Aufiria, had been fo 
bafe, and was expofed to fuch general odium and re· 
proach, that the king deemed himfelf fufficiently re
venged for their injuries; and he feems n€ver to have 
entertained any projeCl: of vengeance againfi any of them. 
The duke of Auftria about this time, having crufhed 
his leg by the fall of his horfe at a tournament, was 
thrown into a fever; and being firuck, on the approache!i 
of death, with remorfe for his injufiice to Richard, he 
ordered, by will, all the Englifh hofiages in his hands to 
be fet at liberty, and the remainder of the debt due to 
him to be remitted: His fon, who feemed inclined to 
difobey thefe orders, was confirained by his ecclefiafiics 
to execute them b. The emperor alfo made advances lf9S• 

for Richard's friendlhip, and offered to give him a dif-
charge of all the debt, molt yet paid to him, provided he 

• Rymcr, vol. i. P· aa. Ic~. 

~ould 
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c H A P. would enter into an offenfive alli:mcc againfr the king of 

~France; a propofal which was very acceptable to Rich-
1195· ard, and was greedily embraced by him. The treaty with 

the emperor took no efFeCt; but it ferved to rekindle the 
war between France and England before the expiration 
of the truce. This war was not difiinguifhed by any more 

remarkable incidents than the foregoing. After mutually 

ravaging the open country, and taking a few infignifi .. 

cant cafrles, the two kings concluded a peace at Louviers, 
and made an exchange offome territories with each other c. 

Their inability to wage war occafioned the peace : Their 
1196• 

mutual antipathy engaged them again in war before two 

months expired. Richard imagined, that he had now 
found an opportunity of gaining great advantages over his 
rival, by forming an alliance with the counts of Flanders, 
Touloufe, Boulogne, Champagne, and other confider
able vaffals of the crown of France d. .But he foon ex
perienced the infincerity of thofe princes; and was not 
able to make any impreffion on that kingdom, while go
verned by a monarch of fo much vigour and aCtivity as 

Philip. The mofr remarkable incident of this war was 
the taking prifoner in battle the bilhop of Beauvais, a 
martial prelate, who was of the family of Dreux, and a 
near relation of the French king's. Richard, who hated 

that bi!bop, threw him into prifon, and loaded him with 
I 

irons; and when the pope demanded his liberty, and 

claimed him as his fon, the king fent to his holinefs the 

coat of mail which the prelate had worn in battle, and 
which was all befmeared with blood : And he replied to 

him, in the terms employed by Jacob's fons to that pa

triarch, This have we found: Know now whether it be thy fon' s. 

&oat or na e. This new war between England and F ranee, 

c: Rymer, vol. i. p. gr. d W. Heming. p. 549• Brompton,. 

P• IZ73 Rymer, vol. i. P• 94• c Gendis1 chap. xxxv.ii .. vcr, 32• 

!6, Paris, P• u.S. lliomfton) l• 1273. 

though 
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though carried on with fuch animofity, that both kings C H A P• 
frequently put out the eyes of their prifoncrs, was foon ~ 
finiilied, by a truce of five years; and immediately after ll96• 

figning this treaty, the kings were ready, on fome new 
offence, to break out again into hoff:ilities; when the 
mediation of the cardinal of St. 11ary, the pope's legate, 
accommodated the difference r. This prelate even en-
gaged the princes to commence a treaty for a more 
durable peace; but the death of Richard put an end to 
the ncgociation. 

VIDOMAR, vifcount of Limogcs, a valfal of the king's• II99• 
h:1d found a treafure, of which he fent part to that prince 
as a prefent. Richard, as fuperior lord, claimed the 
whole; and at the head of fome Braban<;(ons, befieged 
the vifcount in the caff:Ie of Chal us, near Limoges, in 
order to make him comply with his demand g. The 
garrifon offered to furrender; but the king replied, that, 
fince he had taken the pa ins to come thither and befiege 
the place in perfon, he would take it by force, and would 
hang every one of them. The fame day, Richard, ac
companied by Marcadcc, leader of his Braban<;(ons, ap
proached the cafile in order to furvey it; when one 
Bertrand de Gourd on, an archer, took aim at him; and 
pierced his 1boulder with an arrow. The king, however, tSthMarc.h, 

gave orders for the alfault, took the place, and hanged 
all the garrifon, except Gourdon, who had wounded 
him, and whom he referved for a more deliberate and 
more cruel execution h. 

THE wound was not in itfelf dangerous; but the un
lkilfulnefs of the furgeon made it mortal: He fo rankled 
Richard's 1boulder in pulling out the arrow, that a 
gangrene enfued ; and that prince was now fenfible that 
his life was drawing towards a period. He fent for Gour-

f Rymer, vol. i. p. 109, no. ' Hoveden, p. 79 t. Knygbton, 
p. ~413. h lbid, 

VoL. II. D don, 
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C H A P. don, and a!ked him, Wt·etch, what have 1 ever done to you, 

~to oblige you to feek my life ?--What have you done to me? 

ngg. replied coolly the prifoner: You killed with your own hands 

my father, and my two brothers; and you intended to have 

hanged myfelf: I am now in your power, and you may take 

revenge, by injiilling on me the moji flvere tormints : But I 

Jhall endure them all with pleafure, provided I can think that 

I have been fo happy as to rid the world of fuch a nuifance i. 

Richard, frruck with the reafonablenefs of this reply, 

and humbled by the near approach of death, ordered 

Gourdon to be fet at liberty, and a fum of money to be 

given him; but Marcadee, unknown to him, feized the 

unhappy man, flead him alive, and then hanged him. 

6th April. Richard died in the tenth year of his reign, and the 

Death forty-fecond of his age; and he left no iffue behind 

him. 

and charac
ter of the 
king. 

THE mofi: lhining part of this prince's charaCl:er are 

his military talents. No man, even in that romantic 

age, carried perfonal courage and intrepidity to a greater 

height; and this quality gained him the appellation of 

the lion-hearted, cceur de lion. He paffionately loved 

glory, chiefly military glory; and as his conduCt in the 

field was not inferior to his valour, he feems to have 

poffeffed every talent neceffary for acquiring it. His re

fentments alfo were high; his pride unconquerable; and 

his fubjeCl:s, as well as his neighbours, had therefore 

reafon to apprehend, from the continuance of his reign, 

a perpetual fcene of blood and violence. Of an impetll• 

ous and vehement fpirit, he was difiinguilhed by all the 

good, as well as the bad qualities, incident to that cha· 

raCl:er : He was open, frank, generous, fin cere, and brave; 

he was revengeful, domineering, ambitious, haughty, and 

cruel; and was thus better calculated to dazzle men by 

the fplendor of his enterprizes, than either to promote 

i Hoveden, p. 791. Brompton, P· u.77. Knychton, p. 2.4-13• 

their 
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their happinefs or his own grandeur, by a found ancl well c H A P· 

regulated policy. As military talents make great impref-~ 
fion on the people, he feems to have been much beloved 1199• 

by his Engliih fubjetl:s; and he is remarked to have been 
the firft prince of the Norman line that bore any firtcere 
regard to them. He paffed however only four months of 
his reign in that kingdom : The crufade employed him 
near three years ; he was detained about fourteen months 
in captivity; the reft of his reign was fpent either in 
war, or preparations for war, againft France; and he wai 
fo pleafed with the fame which he had acquired in the 
Eail:, that he determined, notwithfi:anding his pail: mif-
fortunes, to have farther exhauH:ed his kingdom, and to 
have expofed himfelf to new hazards, by conduCting ano-
ther expedition againft the infidels. 

THoUGH the Englifh pleafed themfelves with the glory Mircellane .... 

which the kin0o-'s martial bo-enius procured them, his reign o_us tranfac~ 
t10ns of thiS 

was very oppreffive, and fomewhat arbitrary, by the high reign. ' 

taxes which he levied on them, and often without confent 
of the fiates or great council. In the ninth year of his reign, 
he levied five £billings on each hyde of land ; and becaufe 
the clergy refufed to contribute their iliare, he put them 
out of the proteCtion of law, and ordered the civil courts 
to give them no fentence for any debts which they might 
claim k, Twice in his reign he ordered all his charters 
to be fealed anew, and the parties to pay fees for the 
renewal 1• It is faid that Hubert, his jufriciary, fent him 
over to France, in the fpace of two years, no lefs a fum 
than I,Ioo,ooo marks, befides bearing all the charges 
of the government in England. But this account is 
quite incredible, unlefs we fuppofe that Richard made a 
thorough dilapidation of the demefnes of the crown, which 
is not likely he could do with any advantage after his 

k Hoveden, p. 743• Tyrrel, vol. ii. p. 563. 1 Prynne's Chro:tol. 
Vindic:. tom, i. p. UJ~· 

former 
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c H A P. former refumption of a11 grants. A king, who poiTe:lT

~~ed fuch a revenue, could never have endured fourteen 

liS9 · months capti\'ity, for not paying 150,000 marks to the 

emperoi, and be obliged at lafr to leave hofrages for a 

third of the fum. The prices of commodities in this 

reign are alfo a certain proof, t hat no fuch enormous fum 

could be levied on the people. A hyde of land, or 

about a hundred and twenty acres, was commonly let at 

twenty {hill ings a year, money of that time. As there 

were 243,6oo hydes in England, it is eafy to compute 

the amount of all the landed rents of the kingdom. The 

general and ftated price of an ox was four ihillings; of 

a labouring horfe the fame; of a fow, one !hilling; of 

a fheep with fine wool, ten-pence; with coarfe wool, 

fix-pence m. Thefe commodities feem not to have ad

vanced in their prices fince the conqueft *, and to have 

frill been ten times cheaper than at prefent. 

RrcHARD renewed the fevere laws againfr tranfgreiTors 

in his forefrs, whom he puniilied by cafl:ration and put .. 

ti"ng out their eyes, as in the reign of his great-grand

father. He eftabliilied by law one weight and meafure 

throughout his kingdom n. A ufeful infritution, which 

the mercenary difpofition and neceffities of his fucceiTor 

engaged him to difpenfe with for money. 

THE diforders in London, derived from its bad police, 

had rifen to a great height during this reign ; and in the 

year IIg6, there feemed to be formed fo regular a confpi

racy among the numerous malefaB:ors, as threatened the 

city with defirutl:ion. There was one William Fitz

Ofbert, commonly called Longheard, a lawyer, who had 

rendered himfelf extremely popular among the lower rank 

of citizens; and by defending them on all occ.afions, had 

m Hoveden, p. 745• 
n M. Paris, P• log. 1 34• 

Hoveden, p. 774• 

• See note [A] at the end of the volume. 

Trivet, ~· I'J.7• Ann. Waver]. p. •~5• 
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acquired the appellation of the advocate or faviour of c H A P. 

the poor. He exerted his authority, by injuring and in-~ 
fulting the more fubfiantial citizens, with whom he 1199. 

lived in a ftate of hofiility, and who were every moment 
expofed to the mofl: outrageous violences from him and 

his licentious emiffaries. M urdcrs were daily committed 

in the ftreets; houfes were broken open and pillaged in 

day-light; and it is pretended, that no lefs than fifty-two 
thoufand perfons had entered into an affociation, by which 
they bound themfelves to obey all the orders of this dan-
gerous ruffian. Archbifhop Hubert, who was the.n chief 
jufl:iciary, fummoned him before the council to :mfwer 

for his conduCt; but he came fo well attended, that no 

one dudl: accufe him, or give evidence againft him; and 

the primate, finding the impotence of law, contented 

himfelf with exacting from the citizens hoftages for their 

good behaviour. He kept, however, a watchful eye 

on Fitz-O!bert; and f~izing a favourable opportunity, at-

tempted to commit him to cuftody; but the criminal, 
murdering one of the public officers, efcaped with his con-

cubine to the church of St. 1\llary le Bow, where he 

defended himfelf by force of arms. He was at laft forced 
from his retreat, condemned, and executed, amidfl: the 
regrets of the populace, who were fo devoted to his 

memory, that they ftole his gibbet, paid the fame vene-
ration to it as to the crofs, and were equally zealous in 

propagating and attefting reports of the miracles wrought 

by it 0
• But though the fectaries of this fuperH:ition 

:were punilhed by the j ufriciary P, it received fo little 
encouragement from the efrabliihed clergy, whofe pro-

perty was endangered by fuch feditious praCl:ices, that it 
fuddenly funk and vanilhed. 

0 Hoveden, if• 765. Diceto, P· 691. Neubrig. p. 4911 493• 
Gcrvafe, p~ 1551• 
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C H A P. IT was during the crufades, that the cuftom of ufing 
x. 

\-.y---1 coats of arms was firfr introduced into Europe. The 

H99• knights cafed up in armour, had no way to make them

felves be known and diftingui!hed in battle, but by the 

devices on their :lhields; and thefe were gradually adopt

ed by their pofterity and families, who were proud of the 

pious and military enterprizes of their anceftors. 

KING Richard was a paffionate lover of poetry: There 

even remain fome poetical works of his compofition: And 

he bears a rank among the Proven~al poets or Trohadores, 

who were the firft of the modern Europeans, that difiin

guilhed themfelves by attempts of that nature. 

CHAP. 
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C HA P. XI. 

J 0 H N. 

Accejfion of the king--His marriage--War with 
Prance--Murder of Arthur, duke of Britann)'· 
--'I' he king expelled the French · provinces 

--'!'he king's quarrel with the court of Rome 
-Cardinal Langton appointed arcbbijhop of 
Canterbury --Interdift of the kingdom --Ex
communication of the king--<J'he king's jitb
mij}ion to the pope--Difcontents of the barons 
--lnfurreftion of the barons--Magna Charta 

--Renewal of the civil wars--Prince Lewis 
called over--Death--and character of the 
king. 

T HE noble and free genius of the ancients, which c H A P. 

made the government of a fingle perfon be always xr. 
regarded as a fpecies of tyranny and ufurpation, and~ 
kept them from forming any conception of a legal and Ahccke~on of 

t c tn£. 
regular monarchy, had rendered them entirely igno-

rant both of the rights of primogeniture and a reprejinta-
tion in fucceffion; inventions fo neceffary for preferving 

order in the lines of princes, for obviating the evils of 

civil difcord and of ufurpation, and for begetting mo

deration in that fpecies of government, by giving fecu-
rity to the ruling fovereign. Thefe innovations arofe 

from the feudal law; which, firft introducing the right 
of primogeniture, made fuch a difii11ction between the 

families of the elder and younger brothers, that the foh 

D 4 of 
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c H A P. of the former was thought entitled to fucceed to his 
~grandfather, preferably to his uncles, though nearer al-

Jigg. lied to the deceafed monarch. But though this progrefg 
of .ideas was natural, it was gradual. In the age of 
which we treat, the praCtice of reprefentation was indeed 
introduced, but not thoroughly efiabli!hed; a,nd the minds 
of men flutl:uated between oppofite principles. Richard, 
when he entered on the holy war, declared his nephew, 
Arthur duke of Britanny, his fucceifor; and by a formal 
deed, he fet afide, in his favour, the title of his brother 
John, who was younger than Geoffrey, the father of 
that prince a. But John fo little acq uiefced in that defii
nation, that, when he gained the afcendant in the Eng ... 
lifh minifiry, by expelling Longchamp, the chancellor 
and great jufiiciary, he engaged all the Engli!h barons 
to fwear, that they would maintain his right of fuccef
fion; and Richard, on his return, took no fieps toward~ 
refioring or fecuring the order which he had at fidl: efia
bi!hed. He was even careful, by his laft will, to declare 
his brother John heir to all his dominions b ; whether~ 

that he now thought Arthur, who was only twelve years 
of age, incapable of afferting his claim againfl: John's 
fatl:ion, or was influenced ?Y Eleanor, the queen-mother~ 
who hated Confiantia, mother of the young duke, and 
who dreaded the credit which that princefs would natu
.rally acquire if her fan fhould mount the throne. 'rhe 
authority of a tefiament was great in that age, even 
where the fucceffion of a kingdom was concerned; and 
John had reafon to hope, that this title, joined to his 
plaufible right 'in other refpects, would enfure h!m the 
fucceffion. But the idea of reprefe.ptation feems to have 
made, at this time, greater progrefs in France than in 

England: The barons of the tranfmarine provinces~ 

a Hoveden, p. b77· M. Paris, p. IIZ, Chron. de Punft. p. 43• Rymer, 
fOI. i. p. 66. 68. Bened, Abb, P• 619, b Hoveden, p. 79{; 
TJ!yet~ P: 1~8, 
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Anjou, Maine, and Touraine, immediately declared in c H A P. 

favour of Arthur's title, and applied for affifiance to~ 
the French monarch as their fuperior lord. Philip, 1199• 

who de fired only an occafion to em barrafs John, and dif
member his dominions, embraced the caufe of the young 
duke of Britanny, took him under his proteCtion, and 
fent him to Paris to be educated, along with his own fon 
IJewis c. In this emergence, John hafiened to efiablifu 
his authority in the chief members of the monarchy; 
and after fending Eleanor into PoiCl:ou and Guienne~ 
where her right was incontefiible, and was readily ac ... 
}cnowledged, he hurried to Roiien, and having fe-
cured the dutchy of Normandy, he paffed over, with-
out lofs of time, to England. Hubert, archbilhop of 
Canterbury, William lv1a:bfc al, earl of 8trigu1, who 
alfo paffes by the name of earl of Pembroke, and Geoffrey 
fitz-Peter, the jufiiciary, the three mofr favoured mini-
fters of the late king, were already engaged on his fide d; 

and the fubmiffion or acquiefcence of all the other 
barbns put him, without oppofition, in poffeffion of the 
throne. 

THE king foon returned to France, in order to conduCl: 
the war againfi Philip, and to recover the revolted pro
vinces from his nephew, Arthur. The alliances, which 
Richard had formed with the earl ofFlanders e, and other 
potent French princes, though they had not been very 
efFectual, fiill fubfifl:ed, and enabled John to defend 
himfelf againfi all the efforts of his enemy. In an action 
between the French and Flemings, the eleCl: bi!hop of 
Cam bray was taken prifoner by the former; and when 
the cardinal of Capua claimed his liberty, Philip, infiead 
Qf complying, reproached him with the weak efforts 
which he had employed in favo~r of the bilhop of Beau-

c Hoveden, p. 79~· M. Paris, p. 137• M. Weft, p. 1.63. Knyghton, 
p. Z4I44 d Hoveden, p. 793• M. Paris, p. 137• e Rymer, 
'i'Ol. i~ p. II4• Hovedcn, p. 794• M, Paris, P• 1 ~~· 
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C H A P. vais, who was in a like condition. The legate, to fhow 

~his impartiality, laid at the fame time the kingdom of 

1199· France and the dutchy of Normandy under an interdiCt; 

and the two kings found themfelves obliged to make an 

exchange of thefe military prelates. 

uoo. NoTHING enabled the king to bring this war to a 
happy iffue fo much as the felfilh, intriguing charaCl:er of 
Philip, who aB:ed in the provinces that had declared for 
Arthur, without any regard to the interefi:s of that 

prince. Confiantia, feized with a violent jealoufy, that 

he intended to ufurp the entire dominion of them r, found 

means to carry off her fon fecretly from Paris : She put 

him into the hands of his uncle ; reftored the provinces 

which had adhered to the young prince; aod made him 

do homage for the dutchy of Britanny, which was 

regarded as a rere-fief of Normandy. From this inci
dent, Philip faw, that he could not hope to make any 

progrefs againft John; and being threatened with an 

interdict on account of his irregular divorce from Ingel
burga, the Danifu princefs, whom he had efpoufed, he 

became defirous of concluding a peace with England. 

After fome fruitlefs conferences, the terms were at lafi: 

adjufied ; and the two monarchs feemed in this treaty to 

have an intention, befides ending the prefent quarrel, of 

preventing all future caufes of difcord, and of obviating 

every controverfy which could hereafter arife between 
them. 1'hey adjufied the limits of all their territories; 
mutually fecured the interefrs of their vaffals; and to 

render the union more durable, John gave his niece, 

Blanche of Caftile, in marriage to prince Lewis, Philip's 
eldeft fon, and with her the baronies of Hfoudun and 

Gra~ai, and other fiefs in Berri. Nine barons of the 

king of England, and as many of the king of France, 

f Hcnden, p. i95• 

were 
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were guarantees of this treaty; and ~11 of them fwore, C H A P. 

that, if their fovereign violated any article of it, they~ 
would declare themfelves againft him, and embrace the noo. 

caufe of the injured monarch'· 

] OHN, now fecure, as he imagined, on the fide of The .King's 

F . d 1 d h. ffi r lr. marnage. ranee, m u ge IS pa wn 10r 1abella, the daughter 

and heir of Aymar Tailleffer, count of Angouleme, a 
lady with whom he had become much enamoured. His 
queen, the heirefs of the family of Glocefter, was frill 
alive: !fabella was married to the count de la Marche, 
and was already configned to the care of that nobleman; 

though, by reafon of her tender years, the marriage had 
not been confummated. The paffion of John made him 
overlook all thefe obfl:acles: He perfuaded the count of 
Angouleme to carry off his daughter from her hufband; 

and having, on fome pretence or other, procured a divorce 
from his own wife, he efpoufed !fabella; regardlefs both 
of the menaces of the pope, who exclaimed againfr thefe 
irregular proceedings, and of the refentment of the in-
jured count, who foon found means of punifhing his 
powerful and infolent rival. 

JOHN had not the art of attaching his barons either by 
affecHon or by fear. The count de la Marche, and his 

brother the count d'Eu, taking advantage of the general 
difcontent againfl: him, excited commotions in Poiaou 

and Normandy; and obliged the king to have recourfe to 

arms, in order to fupprefs the infurretl:ion of his vaffals. 
He fummoned together the barons of England, and re-
quired them to pafs the fea under his ftandard, and to 

quell the rebels: He found that he poffeffed as little au-

thority in that kingdom as in his tranfmarine provinces. 
The Englith barons unanimoufly replied, that they would 

not attend him on this expedition, unlefs he would pro-

' Norman. Duchefnii, p. 1055• R.ymer, voJ, j, p. 1171 uS, 119. 

Hovedcn1 p. i14. Chron, Dunft. vol. i. P• f7• 
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C H A P. mife to reftore and preferve their privileges h : The firfl: 

~ fymptom of a regular affociation and plan of liberty 
J~oz •. among thofe noblemen! But affairs were not yet fully 

ripe for the revolution projeCted. John, by menacing 
the barons, broke the concert ; and both engaged many 
of them to follow him into Normandy, and obliged the 
reft, who fiaid behind, to pay him a fcutage of two 
marks on each knight's fee, as the price of their exemp
tion from the fervice. 

War with 
France. 

THE force, which John carried abroad with him, and 
that which joined him in Normandy, rendered him much 

fuperior to his malcontent barons; and fo much the more, 

as fhilip did not publickly give them any countenance, and 
feemed as yet determined to perfevere fteadily in the alli
ance, which he had coptraeted with England. But the 
king, elated with his fuperiority, advanced claims, which 

gave an univerfal alarm to his vaffals, and diffufed frill 

wider the general difcontent. As the jurifprudence of 

thofe times required, that the caufes in the lord's court 
fhould chiefly be decided by duel, he carried along with 

him certain bravos, whom he retained as champions, and 

whom he defl:ined to fight with his barons, in order to 

determine any controverfy which he might raife againft 

them i. The count de la Marche, and other noble
men, regarded this proceeding as an affront, as well as 
an injury; and declared, that they would never draw 
their fword againft men of fuch inferior quality. The 
king menaced them with vengeance; but he had not 
vigour to employ againfl: them the force in his hands, or 

to profecute the injufiice, by crulhing entirely th~ nobles 
who oppofed it. 

THIS government, equally feeble anq viole.pt, gave the 
injured barons courage as well as inclination to carry far
ther their oppofition: They appealed to the king of 

ll Annal. Burton1 p. ::.6~1 i Ibid. 

France; 
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France; complained of the denial of j uftice in John's c H A P. 

court; demanded redrefs from him as their fuperior lord;~ 
and entreated him to employ his authority, and prevent Jzoi. 

their final ruin and oppreffion. Philip perceived his ad-
vantage, opened his mind to great projetl:s, interpofed in 
behalf of the French barons, and began to talk in a high 
and menacing fiyle to the king of England. John, who 12o:z. 

could not difavow Philip's authority, replied, that it be-
longed to himfelf firfi to grant them a trial by their peers 
in his own court; it was not till he failed in this duty, 
that he was anfwerable to his peers in th_e fupreme court 
of the French king k; and he promifed, by a fair and 
equitable judicature, to give fatisfaB:ion to his barons. 
When the nobles, in confequence of this engagement, 
demanded a fafe-conduB:, that they might attend his court, 
he at firfi refufed it: Upon the renewal of Philip's menaces, 
he promifed to grant their demand; he violated this pro-
mife; frefh menaces extorted from him a promife to fur .. 
render to Phi lip the fortreffes of Tillieres and Boutavant, 
as a fecurity for performance; he again violated this en
gagement; his enemies, fenfible both of his weaknefs and 
want of faith, combined fiill clofer in the refolution of 
pufhing him to extremities; and a new and powerful ally 
foon appeared to encourage them in their invafion of this 
odious and defpicable government. 

THE young duke of Britanny, who was now riling to uo3. 

man's efiate, fenfible of the dangerous character of his 
uncle, determined to feek both his fecurity and elevation 
by an union with Philip and the malcontent barons. H~ 
joined the French army, which had begun hofiilities 
againfr the king of England: He was received with great 
marks of difiinetion by Philip; was knighted by him; 
efpoufed his daughter Mary; and was invefied not only 

~ Pnilipp. lib. 6, 

in 
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c H A P. in the dutchy of Britanny, but in the counties of Anjou 

~and Maine, which he had formerly refigned to his uncle 1• 

1103. Every attempt fucceeded with the allies. Tillieres and 

Boutavant were taken by Philip, after making a feeble 
defence : :Mortimar and Lyons fell into his hands almoft 
without reftflance. That prince next invefl:ed Gournai ; 

and opening the fluices of a lake, which lay in the neigh
bourhood, poured fuch a torrent of water into the place, 

that the g<.rrifon deferted it, and the French monarch, 
without il:riking a blow, made himfelf mall:er of that im

portant fortrefs. The progrefs of the French arms was 

rapid~ and promifed more confiderable fuccefs than ufually 

in that age attended military enterprizes. In anfwer to 
every advance which the king made towards peace, Philip 
fiill infill:ec, that he fhould refign all his tranfmarine do

minions to his nephew, and reft contented with the king

dom of England; when an event happened, which feemed 

to turn the fcales in favour of John, and to give him a 

decifive fuperiority over his enemies. 

YouNG Arthur, fond of military renown, had broken 
into Poitl:ou at the head of a fmall army; and paffing 

near Mirebeau, he heard, that his grandmother, ~een 

Eleanor, who had always oppofed his intercfis, was lodged 

in that place, and was protected by a weak garrifon, and 
ruinous fortifications m. He immediately determined to 
lay fiege to the fortrefs, and make himfelf mall:er of her 
perfon : But John, rouzed from his indolence by fo 
preffing an occafion, colleCl:ed an army of Englifh and 

Braban~om, and advanced from Normandy with hafly 
marches to the relief of the queen-mother. He fell on 

Arthur's c2.mp before that prince was aware of the dan

ger; difpetfed his army; took him prifoner, together with 
the count de la Marche, Geoffrey de Lufignan, and the 
moft conficierable of the revolted barons ; and returned in 

1 Trivet, p, 14~. m Ann. Waver!. P• 167. M. Weft. p. ~64. 
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triumph to Normandy"· Philip, who was lying before C H A P. 

Arques in that dutchy, raifed the fiege and reti1ed, upon ~ 
his approach 0 • The greater part of the prifoners were 1 2 03 · 

1£t Auguft. 
fent over to England ; but Arthur was £hut up in the 
caftle of F alaife. 

THE king had here a conference with his neJflew; re
prefented to him the folly of hit\ pretenftons; ani required 
him to renounce the French alliance, which htd encou
raged him to live in a fl:ate of enmity w;th aB hs family: 
But the brave, though imprudent, youth, rend~red more 
haughty from misfortune•, maintained the jufiice of his 
caufe; afferted his claim, not only to the French pro
vinces, but to the crown of England ; and in his turn, 
required the king to refrore the fon of his elder Jrother to 
the poffeffion of his inheritance P. John, fenfi)le, from 
thefe fymptorns of fpirit, that the young prince, though 
now a prifoner, might hereafter prove a dangerous ene-
my, determined to prevent all f• ture peril by difpatching Murder of 

his nephew; and Arthur was never more heard of. The ~~~~~u;f 
<:ircumftances which attended this deed of darkr~efs, were, Britanny 

no doubt, carefully concealed by the a<2ors, and are va-
rioufly related by hifrorians: But the mofl: probable ac-
eount is as follows. The king, it is faid, firfl propofed 
to William de la Braye, one of his fervants, to difpatch 
Arthur; but William replied, that he was a gmtleman, 
not a hangman ; and he pofitively refufed canpliance. 
Another infirument of murder was found, anc was dif-
patched with proper orders to Falaife; but Hubert de 
Bourg, chamberlain to the king, and confralle of the 
ca£He, feigning that he himfe]f would execute :he king's 
mandate, fent back the affaffin, fpre:::td the n:port that 
the young prince was dead, and publickly perk>rmed all 
the ceremonies of his interment: But finding~ that the 

n Ann, Mar~. p. ZJ3• M. Weft. p. z64, 
i' Ibid. 
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c H A P. Bretons vowed revenge for the murder, and that a11 the 
~revolted barons perfevered more obfrinately in their rebel

U03· lion he thouo-ht it prudent to reveal the fecret, and to 
' b 

inform the world that the duke of Britanny was frill alive, 
and in his cufi:ody. This difcovery proved fatal to the 
young prince : John firft removed him to the cafrle of 
Roiien; and coming in a boat, during the night-time, to 
that place, commanded Arthur to be brought forth to 
him. The young prince, aware of his danger, and now 
more fubdued by the continuance of his misfortunes, 
and by the approach of death, threw himfelf on his knees 
before his uncle, and begged for mercy : But the bar
barous tyrant, making no reply, ftabbed him with his 
own hands; and fafiening a ftone to the dead body, threw 

it into the Seine. 
ALL men were :Chuck with horror at this inhuman 

deed; and from that moment the king, detefied by his 
fubjeCl:s, retained a very precarious authority over both 

the people and the barons in his dominions. The Bre

tons, enraged at this difappointment in their fond hopes; 

waged implacable war againfr him; and fixing the fuc
ceffion of their government, put themfelves in a pofrure 

to revenge the .murder of their fovereign. John had got 
into his power his niece, Eleanor, fifrer to Arthur, com
monly called the damfel of Britanny; and carrying her 
over to England, detained her ever after in captivity q : 

But the Bretons, in defpair of recovering this princefs, 
chofe A lice for their fovereign; a younger daughter of 
Conftantia; by her fecond marriage with Gui de Thou

ars; and they entrufted the government of the dutchy 
to that nobleman. The frates of Britanny mean

while carried their complaints before Philip as their 

liege lord, and demanded j ufrice for the violence commit• 

Cl Trivet, p. 145• T. Wykes, P• 36, Ypocl, Neufl. p. 459• 
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ted by John on the perfon of Arthur, fo near a relation, c H A P. 
who, notwithfranding the homage which he did to Nor-~ 
mandy, was always regarded as one of the chief vafTals of ao3. 
the crown. Philip received their application with plea-
fure; fummoned John to frand a trial before him ; and 
on his non-appearance, pafTed fentence, with the concur .. 
rence of the peers, upon that prince; declared him guilty 
of felony and parricide; and adjudged him to forfeit to 
his fuperior lord all his feignories and fiefs in France r. 

THE king of France, whofe ambitious and active fpirit The k ing 
had been hitherto confined, either by the found policy of;;:~~;~e 
Henry, or the martial genius of Richard, feeing now the F_rench pro
opportunity favourable againft this bafe and odious prince, v1nces, 

embraced the project of expelling the Englifh, or rather 
the Engli!h king, from France, and of annexing to the 
crown fo many confiderable fiefs, which, during feveral 
ages, had been difmembered from it. Many of the other 
great vafTals, whofe jealoufy might have interpofed, and 
have ob:fl:ructed the execution of this project, were not at 
prefent in a fituation to oppofe it; and the refi: either 
looked on with indifference, or gave their affifrance to 
this dangerous aggrandizement of their fuperior lord . 
The earls of Flanders and Blois we:·e engaged in the ho] y 
war: The count of Champagne was an infant, and un-
der the guardianfhip of Philip: The dutchy of Britanny, 
enraged at the murder of their prince, vigoroufly pro-
moted all his meafures: And the general defection of 
John's vafTals made every cnterprize eafy and fuccefsful 
againfi: him. Philip, after taking feveral cafiles and for .. 
treffes beyond the Loire, which he either garrifoned or 
difmantled, received the fubmiffions of the count of Alen-
~on, who' defertcd John, and delivered up all the places 
under his command to the French : Upon which, Philip 

r W. Heming. p. 455• M. Weft. p. ~64. Knyghton1 I?· 2.42.0. 
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c H A P. broke up his camp, in order to give the troops fome re

~pofe after the fatigues of the campaign. John, fuddenly 

uo3. collecting fome forces, laid fiege to Alen<;on; and Philip, 

whofe difperfed army could not be brought together in 

time to fuccour it, faw himfelf expofed to the difgrace of 

fuffering the oppreffion of his friend and confederate. 

But his aB:ive and fertile genius found an expedient 

againfr thi~ evil. There was held at that very time a 

tournament at l\1oret in the Gatinois; whither all the 

chief nobility of France and the neighbouring countries 

had rcforted, in order to fignalize their prowefs and ad

drefs. Philip prefented himfelf before them; craved their 

affifrance in his difirefs; and pointed out the plains of 

Alen~on as the mofr honourable field,. in which they could 

difplay their generofity and martial fpirit. Thofe valor

ous knights vowed, that they would take vengeance on 

the bafe parricide, the ftain of arms and of chivalry ; and 

putting themfelves, with all their retinue, under the com

mand of Philip, infiantly marched to raife the fiege of 

Alen~on. John, hearing of their approach, Red from be

fore the place; and in the hurry abandoned all his tents, 

machines, and baggage:!; to the enemy. 

THIS feeble effort was the lafr exploit of that flothful 

and cowardly prince for the defence of his dominions. 

He thenceforth remained in total inaB:ivity at Roiien; , 

palling all his time, with his young wife, in pafiimes 

and amufements, as if his fiate had been in the mofi: pro

found tranquillity, or his affairs in the moft profperous 

condition. If he ever mentioned war, it was only to 

give himfelf vaunting airs, which, in the eyes of all men, 

rendered him frill more defpicable and ridiculous. Let 

tbe French go on, faid he, I will retake in a day what !t has 

cojl tl:enz years to acquires. His frupidity and indolence 

appeared fo extraordinary, that the people endeavoured to 

s M. Paris, p. 146. M, Weft, p. 2.66. 
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:tc~ount for the infatuation by forcery, and believed, that C H A P. . XI. 
he was thrown into this lethargy by fome magic or witch-~ 
craft. The Englifh barons, finding that their time was no3. 
waited to no purpofe, and that they mufi fuffer the dif-
grace of feein g, without refifiance, the progrefs of the 
French arms, withdrew from their colours, and fecretly 
returned to their own country t, No one thought of de-
fending a man, who fcc:med to have deferted himfelf; and 
his fubjects regarded his fate with the fame indifference, 
to which, in this preffing exigency, they faw him totally 
abandoned. . . 

JOHN, while he neglected all domefiic refources, had 
the meannefs to betake himfelf to a foreign power, whofe 
protection he claimed : He applied to the pope, Inno
cent ni. and entreated him to interpofe his authority 
between him and the French monarch. Innocent, pleafed 
with any occafion of exerting his fuperiority, fent Philip 
orders to fiop the progrefs of his arms, and to make peace 
with the king of England. But the French barons re
ceived the meffage with indignation ; difclaimed the tem
poral authority affumed by the pontiff; and vowed, that 
they would, to the uttermofi, affifi their prince againft 
all his enemies · Philip, feconding their ardour, proceeded; 
infiead of obeying the pope's envoys, to lay fiege to 
Chateau Gaillard, the mofi confiderable fortrefs which re
mained to guard the frontiers of Normandy. 

CHATEAU GAILLARD was fituated partly on an ifland uo-t 
in the river Seine, partly on a rock oppofite to it; and 
was fecured by every advantage, which either art or na-
ture could befiow upon it. The late king, having caft 
his eye on this favourable fituation, had fpared no labour 
or expence in fortifying it; and it was defended by Ro-
ger de Laci, conftable of Chefter, a determined officer, 

t M, Paris, p. 146. M. Weft. p. :z.64, 
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c H A P. at the head of a numerous garrifon. Philip, who de
~fpaired of taking the place by force, purpofed to reduce 

uo4. it by famine; and that he might cut off its communica
tion with the neighbouring country, he threw a bridge 

acrofs the Seine, while he himfelf with his army block

aded it by land. The earl of Pembroke, the man of 

greatefi: vigour and capacity in the Englifh court, formed 

a plan for breaking through the French entrenchments, 

and throwing relief into the place. He carried with him 
an army of 4000 infantry and 3000 cavalry, and fud

denly attacked, with great fuccefs, Philip's camp in the 

night-time; having left orders, that a fleet of feventy flat

bottomed veffels fhould fail up the Seine, and fall at the 

fame in:fl:ant on the bridge. But the wind and the cur

rent of the river, by retarding the veffels, difconcerted this 

plan of operations; and it was morning before the fleet 
appeared; when Pembroke, though fuccefsful in the be

ginning of the aCtion, was already repulfed with con

fiderable lofs, and the king of France had leifure to defend 
himfelf again£l: thefe new affailants, who alfo met with 
a repulfe. After this misfortune, John made no farther 

efforts for the relief of Chateau Gaillard ; and Philip had all 

the leifure requifite for conduCl:ing and fini!hing the fiege. 

Roger de Laci defended himfelf for a twelvemonth with 

great obfrinacy; and having bravely repelled every attack, 

and patiently born all the hardfhips of famine, he was at 

lafi overpowered by a fudden affault in the night-time, 

and made prifoner of war, with his garrifon u. Philip, 

who knew how to refpetl: valour even in an enemy, 

treated him with civility, and gave him the whole city 
of Paris for the· place of his confinement. 

WHEN this bulwark of Normandy was once fubdued, 
all the province lay open to the inroads of Philip; and 

the king of England defpaired of being any longer able to • 

1 Trivet, p. l44• Gul, Britto, lib. 7• Ann. Waved. p. 168, 
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defend it. He fecretly prepared veiTels for a fcandalous c H A P. 
flight; and that the N ormans might no longer doubt of~ 
his refolution to abandon them, he ordered the fortifica- u.o4. 
tions of Pont de l'Arche, Moulineaux, and Monfort 
l'Amauri to be demolifhed, Not daring to repofe confi-
dence in any of his barons, whom he believed to be uni-
verfally engaged in a confpiracy againfi him, he entrufied 
the government of the province to Archas l'v1artin and 
Lupicaire, two mercenary Braban~ons, whom he had 
retained in his fervice. Philip, now fecure of his prey, 
pufhed his conqueRs with vigour and fuccefs againfi the 
difmayed No:mans. Falaife was firfi: befieged; and Lu-
picaire, who commanded in this impregnable fortrefs, 
after furrendering the place, inlified himfelf with his 
troops in the fervice of Philip, and carried on hofrilities 
againfi his ancient mafier. Caen, Coutance, Seez, Ev-
reux, Ba'ieux foon fell into the hands of the French mo-
narch, and all the lower Normandy was reduced under 
his dominion. To forward his enterprizes on the other 
divifion of the province, Gui de Thouars, at the head of 
the Bretons, broke into the territory, and took Mount St. 
Michael, Avranches, and all the other fortreffes in that 
neighbourhood. The Normans, who abhorred the French 
yoke, and who would have defended themfelves to the lafi: 
extremity, if their prince had appeared to conduct them, 
found no refource but in fubmiffion; and every city 
opened its gates, as foon as Philip appeared before it, 
Roiien alone, Arq ues, and V erneiiil determined to main- uas. 
tain their liberties; and formed a confederacy for mutual 
defence. Philip began with the fiege of Roiien : The 
inhabitants were fo inflamed with hatred to France, that, 
on the appearance of his army, they fell on all the natives 
of that country, whom they found within their walls, 
and put them to death. But after the French king had 
begun his operations with fuccefs, and had taken fome of 

E 3 their 
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C H A P. their outworks, the citizens, feeing no refource, offered 

~to capi~ula;e; and demanded only thirty days to aovertife 

•z.os. their p,rince of their danger, and to require ft.ccn us 
~ft June. U h . . 'L ~gainfl: the enemy._ pon t e exp1rat1on ot toe terw, as 

.TJ-O fupply had arrived, they opened their gates to: hilip w; 

and the wh·..>le province foon after irmtated the example, 

and fubmitted to the 'ictor. 'fhus was th!s in~portan t 
teryitory re-united to the crOWfl: of France, about three 

~entu~ies after the ceffion of it by Charles the Simple to 

Ro1lo, the fi;rfi: ~ uke : And the Nor mans, fpnfible that 

this conq ucfi was probably final, dcmancl~d the privilege 

of being governed by Frenct1 laws; which Philip, mak
ing a few alterations on the ancient Nor man cu£loms, 

readily granted them. But the French monarch had too 

much ambition and geniu~ to ~op in his prefent career of 

~uccefs. He carried. his victorious army into the wdlern 
provinces ; foon reduced Anjou, lVIaine, 'l'ouraine, and 

part of PoiCl:ou x; and in this manner, the French 

crown, during the reign of one able and active prinee, 

received fuch an acceffion of power and grandeur, 2s, in 

the ordinary c::ourfe of things, it would haye required 

feveral ages to attain. 

JoHN, on his arrival in England, th~t l:e might covet 

the difgrace of his own conduct, exclaimed loudly againfr 

his barons, who, he pretended, had d~ferted his fl:andard 

in Norm~ndy; and he arbitrarily extorted from them 
a feventh of all their moveables, as a punilhme.J!t for 

the offence Y. Soon after he forced them to grant him a 

fcutage of two marks and a half on each knight's fee for 

an expedition i,nto Normandy; but he did not attempt to 

~xecute the fervice, for which he pretended to exaCl: it. 

'Next year, he fummoned all the barons of his realm to 

~ttend him on this foreign expedition, and colleC\:ed !hips 

~ Trivet, p. '47• Ypod, N~uft. p. 4-59· 
~ M •. Po:ris, P•, 146. M. Weft, p. z.os. 
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from all the (ea-ports; but m~eting with oppofition from c H A P. 

fome of his minifrers, and abandoning his defign, he dif-~ 
miffed both fleet and army, and then renewed his excla- nos. 
mations againfl: the barons for deferting him. He next 
put to fea with a fmall army, and his fubjet1s believed, 
that he was refolved to expofe himfelf to the utmofl ha~ 
zard for the defence and recovery of his dominions : But 
they were furprized, after a few days, to fee him return 

ao6. again into harbour, without attempting any thing. In 
the fubfequent feafon, he had the courage to carry his 
hofl:ile meafures a 11cp farther. Gui de fhouars, who 
governed Britanny, jealous of the rapid progrefs made 
by his ally, the French king, promifed to join the 
king of England with all his forces; and John ventured 
abroad with a confiderable army, and landed at Rochelle. 
He marched to Angers; which he took and reduced to 
a!hes. But the approach of Philip with an army threw 
him into a panic; and he immrdiately made propofals for 
peace, and fixed a place of interview with his enemy : 
But infl:ead of keeping this engagement, he fiole off with 
his army, embarked at Rochelle, and returned, loaded 
with new fhame and difgrace, into England. The mcdi .. 
ation of the pope procured him at ]aft a truce for two 
years with the French monarch z; aimofl: all the tranf
marine provinces were raviihed from him; and his Eng .. 
li!h barons, though harafied with arbitrary taxes and fruit
lefs expeditions, faw themfelve~ and their country baffied 
and afrrontcd in every cnterprize. 

IN an age, when perfonal valour was regarded as the 
chief accompliihment, fuch conduct as that of John, 
always difgraceful, mufl: be expofed to peculia.r con
tempt; and he mull: thenceforth have expeCted to rule his 
turbulent vaffals with a very doubtful authorjty. But the 
&overnment, exercifed by theN orman princes, had wound 

~ Rymer, vol. i, p. 141. 
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C H A P. up the royal power to fo high a pitch, and fo much be

~ yond the ufual tenor of the feudal confiitutions, that it frill 
uo6. behaved him to be debafed by new affronts and clifgraces, 

ere his barons could entertain the view of confpiring 

againfi him, in order to retrench his prerogatives. The 

<:hurch, which, at that time, declined not a contefi with 

the mofi powerful and mofi vigorous monarchs, took firft 

advantage of John's imbecillity; and with the mofi ag

gravating circumfrances of infolence and fcorn, fixed her 

yoke upon him. 

uo7. 'fHE papal chair was then filled by Innocent III. who, 

having attained that dignity at the age of thirty-feven 

The king's years, and being endowed with a lofty and enterprizing 
CJ.U.lrrel with · f 11 r h' b' · d d 
the court ofgemus, gave u ,cope to IS am 1t10n, an attempte , 

france. perhaps more openly than any of his predeceffors, to con-

vert that fuperiority, which was yielded him by all the 

European princes, into a real dominion over them. The 

hierarchy, protected by the Roman pontiff, had 21lready 

carried to an enormous height its ufurpations upon the 

civil power; but in order to extend them farther, and 

render them ufeful to the court of Rome, it was nece{Tary 

to reduce the ecclefiaftics themfelves under an abfolute 

monarchy, and to make them entirely dependant on their 

fpiritualleader. For this purpofe, Innocent firfi attempt

ed to impofe taxes at pleafure upon the clergy; and in the 

firfr year of this century, taking advantage of the popular 

frenzy for crufades, he fent collectors over all Europe, 

who levied by his authority the fortieth of all ecclefiafE

cal revenues, for the relief of the Holy Land, and re

ceived the voluntary contributions of the laity to <1 like 
amounta. The fame year Hubert, archbifhop of Can

terbury, attempted another innovation, favourable to 

ecclefiaftical and papal power: In the king's abfence, he 

a R:tmer, vol. i. p. II9• 
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fummoned, by his legantine authority, a fynod of all the c H A P. 
Englilh clergy, contrary to the inhibition of Geoffrey ~ 
Fitz-Peter, the chief jufiiciary; and no proper cenfure uo7. 
was ever paffed on this encroachment, the firfi of the 
kind, upon the royal power. But a favourable incident 
foon after happened, which enabled fo afpiring a pontiff 
as Innocent, to extend frill farther his ufurpations on fo 
contemptible a prince as John. 

HuBERT, the primate, died in 1205; and as the 
monks or canons of Chrifi-church, Canterbury, poffeffed 
a right of voting in the eleB:ion of their archbifhop, 
fome of the juniors of the order, who lay in wait for that 
event, met clandefiinely the very night of Hubert's death; 
and with<!>ut any conge d'elire from the king, chofe Re
ginald, their fub-prior, for the fucceffor; infralled him 
in the archi-epifcopal throne before midnight; and hav
ing enjoined him the fl:riB:efi fecrecy, fent him immedi
ately to Rome, in order to folicit the confirmation of his 
eletl:ion h. The vanity of Reginald prevailed over his 
prudence; and he no fooner arrived in Flanders, than he 
revealed to every one the purpofe of his journey, which 
was immediately known in England c. The king was 
enraged at the novelty and temerity of the attempt, in 
filling fo important an office without his knowledge or 
confent: The fuffragan bilhops of Canterbury, \Yho 
were accu!lomed to concur in the choice of their primate, 
were no lefs difpleafeJ at the exclu:fion given them in this 
cletl:ion: The fenior monks ofChrifl:-Church were injured 
by the irregular proceedings of their juniors: The juniors 
themfelves, alhamed of their condutt, and difgufi:ed \Vith 
the levity of Reginald, who had broken his engagements 
·with them, were willing to fet a:fidc his eleCl:ion d: And 
all men concurred in the dcfign of remedying the falfe 

b M. Paris, p. 148. M. Weft. p. 266. c Ibid. 
d M, Weft. p. 266. 
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C H A P. meafures which· had been taken. But as John knew, 
XI. 11 {i . . 

~that this affair would be canvaffed before a upenor tn-

uo7. bunal, where the interpofi.tion of royal authority, in be

flowing eccleliafrical benefi_ces, was very invidious; where 

even the caufe of fuffrag:m bifhops was not fo favourable 
as that of monks; he determined to make the new elec
tion entirely unexceptionable: He fubmitted the aifair 

wholly to the canons of Chrifr-church ; and departing 

from the right, claimed by his predeceffors, ventured no 

farther than to inform them privately, that they would 

do him an acceptable fervice, if they chafe John de 
Gray, bilhop of Norwich, for their pri ·nate e . T'he 

eleCtion of that prelate was accordingly mad~ without 

a contradictory vote; and the king, to obviate al con
tefrs, endeavoured to perfuade the fuffragan biihops not 

to inlift on their claim of concurring in the elecrio.1 : But 

thofe prelates, pedevering in their pretenfions, fer.t an 
agent to maintain their caufe before 1nnocent; w. ile the 

king, and the convent of Chr ft.chu rch, ifJ.ncched 

twelve monks of that order to fuppurt, be~ re t e fame 

tribunal, the election of the bilhop of Nmwich. 

THus there lay three different claims before the pope, 

whom· all parties allowed to be the fuprcme arbiter in the 

conteft. The claim of the fuffragans, being fo oppofi.te to 

the ufual maxims of the papal court, was foon fet alide: 

The election of Reginald was fo obvioufly fraudulent and 
irregular, that there was no poffibility of defending it: 

But Innocent maintained, that, though this election was 

null and invalid, it ought previoufly to have been declared 
fuch by the fovereign pontiff, before th~ monks could 
proceed to a new eleB:ion ; and that the choice of the 

bilhop of Norwich was of courfe as uncanonical as that of 

his competitor r. Advantage was, therefore, taken of 

e M. Paris, P• 149· M. Weft. p. z66. 
Chron. de Mailr. p. J8z. 
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this fubtlety for introducing a precedent, by which the c H A P. 

fee of Canterbury, the mofr important dignity in the~ 
church after the papal throne, fhould ever after be at the uo7. 
di fpofal of the court of Rome. 

WHrLE the pope maintained fo many fierce contefis, 
in order to wre!l: from princes the right of granting invef
titures, and to exclude laymen from all authority in con
ferring ecclefiafi:ical benefices, he was fupported by the 
united influence of the clergy, who, afpiring to inde
dependa.oce, fought, with all the ardour of ambition, and 
a11 the zeal of fupedl:ition, under his facred banners. 
But no fooner was this point, after a great effufion of 
blood, and the convulfions of many fi-ates, efi-ablifhed in 
fome tolerable degree, than the vitl:orious leader, as is 
ufual, turned his arms againfl: his own community, and 
afpired to centre all power in his perfon. By the inven
tion of referves, provifions, commendams, and other de
vices, the pope gradually affumed the right of filling 
vacant benefices; and the plenitude of his apofrolic power, 
which was not fubjeB: to any limitations, fupplied all de.
feB:s of title in the perfon on whom he bellowed prefer
ment. The canons which regulated eleB:ions w re pur
pofely rendered intricate and involved: Frequent difputes 
arofe among candidates : Appeals were every day carried 
to Rome: The apofi:olic fee, befides reaping pecuniary 
fldvantages from thefe conte!l:s, often exercifed the power 
of fetting afiJe both the litigants, and on pretence of ap
peafing faB:ion, nominated a third perfon, who might be 
more acceptable to the contending parties. 

THE prefent controverfy about the eleB:ion to the fee 
of Canterbury afforded Innocent an opportunity of claim
ing this right; and he failed not to perceive and avail 
himfelf of the advantage. He fent for the twelve monks 
deputed by the convent to maintain the caufe of the bifhop 
of Norwich; and commanded them, under the penalty 

of 
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c H A P. of excommunication, to chufe for their primate, cardinal 
~ La.ngton, an Englilhman by birth, but educated in 

1:o7. France, and connected, by his intereff:s and attachments, 
CLard!tnal with the fee of Rome g• In vain did the monks repre-

ang on 
appointed {ent that they had received from their convent no autho-
archbilhop ' . r. h 1 n· · h · 
of Canter- rity for this purpo.e; t at an e euwn, Wit qut a previous 
buxy. :writ from the king, would be deemed highly irregular; 

and that they were merely agents for another perfon, 

whofe right they had no power or pretence to abandon. 
None of them had the courage to perfevere in this oppo
:fiti·on, except one; Elias de Brante.field : All the reff:, 
overcome by the menaces and authority of the pope, com
plied with his orders, and made the eleCtion required of 

them. 
INNOCENT, fe n!ible that this flagrant ufurpation would 

be highly refented by the court of England, wrote John 
a mollifying letter; fent him four golden rings fet with 

p,recious ff:ones; and endeavoured to enhance the value of 
the prefent, by informing him of the many myff:eries im
plied in it. He begged him to confider ferioufly the form 
of the rings, their number, their matter, and their colour. 

Their form, he faid., being round, fhadowed out Eter
nity., which had neither beginning nor end; and he ought 
thence to learn his duty of afpiring from earthly objeCts 

to heavenly, from things temporal to things eternal. 

The number four, being a fquare, denoted ff:eadinefs of 

mind, not to be fubverted either by adverfity or pro
fperiry, fixed for ever on the firm ba!is of the four ca.-dinal 

virtues. Go1d, which is the matter, being the moff: pre
cious of metals, figni.fied Wifdom, which is the moff: 

, valuable of all accomplilhments, and jufily preferred by 
Solomon to riches, power, and all exterior attainments. 
The blue colour of the faphire reprefented Faith; the 

g M. Paris, p. lSS• Ann. \Vavcrl. p. 1~9. W. Heming. p. 553• 
Knyghton, p. 241 5· 
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erd·ure of the emerald, Hope; the rednefs of the ruby, c H A • 
Charity; and the fplendor of the topaz, Good Works~.~ 
By thefe conceits, Innocent endeavoured to repay John uo7. 
for one of the mofr important prerogatives of his crown, 
which he had ravitbed from him; conceits probably ad-
mired by Innocent himfelf. For it is ea!ily poffible for a 
man, efpecially in a barbarous age, to unite frrong ta-
lents for bufinefs with an abfurd tafre for literature and in 
the arts. 

JOHN was inflamed with the utmoil: rage, when he 
heard of this attempt of the court of Rome i ; and he im
mediately vented his paffion on the monks of Chri!l:
church, whom he found inclined to fupport the eleCtion 
made by their fellows at Rome. He fent Fulk de Cante
lupe, and Henry de Cornhulle, two kpights of his reti
nue, men of violent tempers and rude manners, to expel 
them the con vent, and take poffeffion of their revenues. 
Thefe knights entered the monail:ery with drawn fwords. 
commanded the prior and the monks to depart the king
dom, and menaced them, that, in cafe of difobedience, 
they would infrantly burn them with the convent k. In
nocent, prognofricating, from the_ violence and impru
dence of thefe meafures, that John would finally fink in 
the contefr, perfevered the more vigoroufly in his pretcn
fions, and exhorted the king not to oppofe God and the 
church any longer, nor to perfecute that caufe, for which 
the holy martyr, St. Thomas, had facrificed his life, 
and which had exalted him equal to the higheft faints in 
heaven 1 : A clear hint to John to profit by the example 
of his father, and to remember the prejudices and cfra .. 
blifhed principles of his fubje8s, who bore a profound 
veneration to that martyr, and regarded his merits as the 
fubject of their chief glory and exultation. 

' h Rymer, vol. i. p. I:J9• M. Paris, p. 155• i Rymer, vol. i. 
F· r43· k M. Paris, p. 156. Trivet, p. JSJ• Ann. Waverl. 
?· 1 £9• I M. P ari", p. 157• 
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C H A P. INNOCENT, finding . that John was not fufficiently 
XI. b"il... f '--v---' tamed to fubmiffion, fent three prelates, the auops o 

U.0 7· London, Ely, and Worcefter1 to intimate, that; if he 
perfevered in his difobedience, the fovereign pontiff would 

be obliged to lay the kingdom under an interdict m. All 
the other prelates threw themfel ves on their knees before 
him, and entreated him, with tears in their eyes, to pre
vent the fcandal of this fentence, by making a fpeedy 
fubmiffion to his fpiritual Fath~r, by receiving from his 
hands the new elcCl:ed primate, and by refi:oring the 
monks of Chrifr-church to all their rights and poffeffions. 

lie burfr out into the mofl: indecent invetl:ives againfi the 
prelates; fwore by Go(rs teeth, his ufual oath, that, if 
the pope prefumed to lay his kingdom under an interdict, 

he would fend to him all the bi.lhops and clergy of Eng

land, and would con£fcate all their efi:ates ; and threat
ened, that, if thenceforth he caught any Romans in his 
dominions, he would put out their eyes, and cut off their 

nofes, in order to fet a mark upon them, which might 

difi:ingui!h them from all other nations n. Amid!l: all this 
idle violence, John ftood on fuch bad terms with his no
bility, that he never dared to affernble the ftates of the 

'kingdom, who, in fo juft a ca.ufe, would probably have 

adhered to any other monarch, and have defended with 

vigour the liberties of the nation againft thefe palpable 

Interdi8: of ufurpations of the court of Rome. Innocent, therefore, 
the king- perceiving the king's weaknefs, fulminated at lafi the 
dom. fentence of interdiB:, which he had for fome time held 

fufpended over him o. 

THE fentence of interditl was at that time the great 
inftrument of vengeance and policy employed by the court 

of Rome; was denounced againfi fovereigns for the light-.. · 

efi: offences; and made the guilt of one perfon involve the· 

m M. Paris, P• 157• Jl Ibid. • Ibld, Ttivct, p. I sz, 
Ann, Waver!. P• 170, M. Weft, P• l68. 
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tuin of millions, even in their fpiritual and eternal wel- c H A P. 
fare. The execution of it was calculated to ftrike~ 
the fenfes in the higheft degree, and to operate with ir- 1207. 

refiftible force on the fuperftitious minds of the people. 
The nation was of a fu.dden deprived of all exterior exer-
cife of its religion : The altars were defpoiled of their 
ornaments : The crofres, the reliques, the images, the 
ftatues of the faints were laid on the ground ; and as if 
the air itfelf were profaned, and might pollute them by 
its contaB:, the priefts carefully covered them up, even 
from their own approach and veneration. The ufe of 
bells entirely ceafed in all the churches: The bells them-
felves were removed from the fteeples, and laid on the 
ground with the other facred utenfils. l\1afs was cele-
brated with fhut doors ; and none but the priefts were 
admitted to that holy inftitution. The laity partook of 
no religious rite, except baptifm to new-born infants, 
and the communion to the dying: The dead were not 
interred in confecrated ground : They were thrown into 
ditches, or buried in common fields; and their obfequies 
were not attended with prayers or any hallowed cere~ 
mony. Marriage was celebrated in the church-yards P ; 

and that every action in life might bear the marks of this 
dreadful fituation, the people were prohibited the ufe of 
meat, as in Lent, or times of the higheft pennance; were 
debarred from all pleafures and entertainments; and were 
forbidden even to falute each other, or fo much as to fhave 
their beards, and give any decent attention to their perfon 
and apparel. Every circumftance carried fymptoms of 
the deepefi diftrefs, and of the mofr immediate apprehen-
fion of divine vengeance and indignation. 

THE king, that he might oppofe hi; temporal to their 
fpiritual terrors, immediately, from his own authority, 
confifcated the eftates of all the clergy who obeyed the 

l' Chron, Dunft. vol. i. p. 51. 
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C H A P. interdict q • banilhed the prelates, confined the monks in 
XI. ' 

'--v--" their convent, and gave them only fuch a (mall allowance 
uo7. from their own efiates, as would fuffice to provide them 

with food and rayment. He treated with the utmofl: 
rigour all Langton's adherents, and every one that !bowed 
any difpofition to obey the commands of Rome: And in 

order to difirefs the clergy in the tenderefi point, and at 

the fame time expofe them to reproach and ridicule, he 
threw into prifon all their concubines, and required high 

£nes as the price of their liberty r. 

AFTER the canons, which efiablilhed the celibacy of 

the clergy, were, by the zealous endeavours of archbi· 
thop Anfelm, more rigoroufiy executed in England, the 
ecclefiafiics gave, almofl: univerfally and avowedly, into 

the ufe of concubinage; and the court of Rome, which 

had no interefl: in prohibiting this praCtice, made very 
flight oppofition to it. The cufiom was become fo pre
valent, that, in fome cantons of Swifferland, before the 
reformation, the laws not only permitted, but, to avoid 
fcandal, enjoined the ufe of concubines to the younger 

clergy s ; and it was ufual every where for priefis to ap
ply to the ordinary, and obtain from him a formal liberty 
for this indulgence. The bifhop commonly took care to 
prevent the practice from degenerating into licentiouf
-nefs: He confined the prie:fi to the ufe of one woman, 
required him to be confiant to her bed, obliged him to 

provide for her fubfifiance and that of her children; and, 

though the offspring was, in the eye of the law, deemed 

illegitimate, this commerce was really a kind of inferior 

marriage, fuch as is :frill praetifed in Germany among the 

nobles; and may be regarded by the candid, as an appeal 
from the tyranny of civil and ccclcfiafiical infiitutions, 

to the more virtuous and more unerring laws of nature • 

., Ann, Y\'averl. p. 170, r M. Paris, p. 158. Ann. Waved. 
p. 170. s Pacire Paolo, Hift. Cone. Trid, hb. I. 
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TaR quarrel between the king and the fee of Rome c H A P. 

tontinued for fomc years; and though many of the clergy,~ 
from the fear of puni£hment, obeyed the orders of John, uo7. 

and celebrated divine fervice, they complied with the 
utmoft reluCtance, and were regarded, both by themfelves 
and the people, as men who betrayed their p inciples, 
and facrificed their confcience to temporal regards and in-
terefis. During this violent fituation, the king? in order 
to give a luftre to his government, attempted military 
expeditions, againft Scotland, againfr Ireland, againfr the 
Wellh t; and he commonly prevailed, more from the 
weaknefs of his enemies than from his own vigour or 
abilities. Meanwhile, the danger, to which his govern-
ment ftood continually expofeJ from the difcontents of 
the ecclefiafiics, encreafed his natural propenfion to ty-
ranny; and he fe~ms to have even wantonly difgufted all 
orders of men, efpecially his nobles, from whom alone 
he could reafonably expeCt fupport and affifrance. He 
di!honoured their families by -his licentious amours; he 
publiihed ediB:s, prohibited them from hunting fea-
thered game, and thereby refirained them from their fa 
vourite occupatioi1 and amufement u; he ordered all the 
hedges and fences near his foretl:s to be levelled, that his 
deer might have more ready accefs into the fields for 
pafiure; and he continually loaded the nation with arbi-
trary impofitions. Confcious of the general hatred uoZ. 
which he had incurred, he required his nobility to 
give him hoftages for fecurity of their allegiance; and they 
were obliged to put into his hands their fons, nephews, 
or ne r relations. When his meffengers came with 
like orders to the ca:ftle of William de Braoufe, a baron 
of great note, the lady of that nobleman replied, that 
fhe w9uld never entru£1: her fon into the hands of on 

t W. Heming. p. ss6, Ypod, Neuft, p. 46o, Koyghton, p. :t41.o. 
u M. Weft. p. ::.68, 
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c H A P. who had murdered his own nephew, while in his co1lody. 
~Her hu!band reproved her for the feverity of this fpeech 1 

17o8. but, fenfible of his danger, he immediately fled with his 

wife and fon into Ireland, where he endeavoured to cen

ceal himfelf. The king difcovered the unhappy family 

in their retreat; feized the wife and fan, whom he ftarved 
to death in prifon; and the baron himfelf narrowly efcap

ed, by flying into France. 

THE court of Rome had artfully contrived a grada
tion of fentences ; by which he kept offenders in awe ; 
frill afforded them an opportunity of preventing the next 

anathema by fubmiffion ; and in cafe of their obftinacy, 

was able to refreili the horror of the people againfr them, 

by new denunciations of the wrath and vengeance of 
heaven. As the fentence of interdiB: had not produced 
the defired effeB: on John, and as his people, though ex
tremely difcontented, had hitherto been refirained from 
rifing in open rebellion againfi him, he was foon to 
look for the fentence of excommunication: And he had 
reafon to apprehend, that, notwithftanding all his pre
cautions, the mofi dangerous confequences might enfue 
from it. He was witnefs of the other fcenes, which, at 
that very time, were acting in Europe, and which dif

p1ayed the unbounded and uncontrouled power of the 
papacy. Innocent, far from being difmayed at his con· 
tefis with the king of England, had excommunicated the 

emperor Otho, J olm's nephew w; and foon brought that 
powerful and haughty prince to fubmit to his authority. 

He publi!hed a crufade againfr the Albigenfes, a fpecies 
of enthufiafrs in the fouth of France, whom he denomi
nated heretics; becaufe, like other enthufiafis, they ne

gleCted the rites of the church, and oppofed the power 

"' ~l. P;~ri~~ p. 160. Trivet, t 54• M, Weft. P'· z69. 
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artd influence of the clergy: The people from all parts of C H A P. 
Europe, moved by their fupedHtion and their paffion for~ 
wars and adventures, flocked to his ftandard : Simon de uog, 
Montfort, the general of the crufade, acquired to him-
felf a fovereignty in thefe provinces : The count of 
Touloufe, who proteCl:ed, or perhaps only tolerated the 
Albigenfes, was ftripped of his dominions : And thefe fec-
taries themfelves, though the moft innocent and inoffen-
five of mankind~ were exterminated with all the circum-
ftances of extreme violence and barbarity. Here were 
therefore both an army and a general, dangerous from 
their zeal and valour, who might be directed to aCl: 
againft John; and ]nnocent, after keeping the thunder 
long fufpended, gave at laft authority to the bilhops ofE.xco!"mu· 

• mcauon of London, Ely, and W orcefter, to fulmmate the fentence the king. 
of excommunication againft him "• Thefe prelates obey-
ed ; though their brethren were deterred from publilhing, 
as the pope required of them, the fentence in the feveral 
churches of their diocefes. 

No fooner was the excommunication known, than the 
effects of it appeared. Geoffrey, archdeacon of Nor
wich, who was entrufted with a confiderable office in the 
court of exchequer, being informed of it while fitting on 
the bench, obferved to his colleagues the danger of ferving 
under an excommunicated king; and he immediately left 
his chair, and departed the court. John gave orders to 
feize him, to throw him into prifon, to cover his head 
with a great leaden cope; and by this and other fevere 
ufage, he foon put an end to his lifer: Nor was there 
any thing wanting to Geoffrey, except the dignity and 
rank of Bccket, to exalt him to an equal ftation in 
heaven with that great and celebrated martyr. Hugh de 
Wells, the chancellor, being eleB:ed by the k,ing's ap
pointment, bilhop of Lincoln, upon a vacancy in that 

x M, Puis, p. 159• M, Weft. p. 270. 
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C H A P, fee, defired leave to go abroad, in order to receive confe

~cration from the archbilhop of Roiicn; but he no fooner 
1:1.09• reached France, than he hafrened to Pontigny, where 

Langton then refided, and paid fubmiffions to him as his 
primate. The bifhops, finding themfelves expofed either 

to the jealoufy of the king or hatred of the people, 

gradually fiole out of the kingdom ; and at laft there re
mained only three prelates to perform the funCtions of the 
epifcopal office z, Many of the nobility, terrified by 
John's tyranny, and obnoxious to him on different ac
counts, imitated the example of the bifhops; and mofl: 
of the others, who remained, were with reafon fufpetl:ed 
of having fecretly entered into a confederacy againfl: 
him a, John was alarmed at his dangerous fituation; a 
Iituation, which prudence, vigour, and popularity, might 
formerly have prevented, but which no virtues or abilities 
were now fufficient to retrieve. He defired a conference 
with Langton at Dover; offered to acknowledge him as 

primate, to fubmit to the pope, to refrorc the exiled clergy, 
even to pay them a limited fum as a compenfation for the 
rents of their confifcated efiates. But Langton, perceiv
ing liis advantage, was not fatisficd with thefe concef
fions: He demanded, that full reftitution and reparation 

1hould be made to all the clergy; a condition fo exorbi
tant, that the king, who probably had not the power of 
fulfilling it, and who forefaw that this eftimation of da
mages might amount to an irumenfe fum, finally broke 
off the conference b. 

:u.u. THE next gradation of papal fentences was to abfolve 
John'~ fubjeB:s from their oaths of fidelity and allegiance, 
and to declare every one excommunicated who had any 

commerce with him, in public or in pr.ivate ; at his 

z Ann. ~averl, p. 170. Ann, Marg. P· 14. a M, Paris. 
P• 16z, M. Weft. P• z7o, 171• b Ann, Waved. p. J71• 

5 table, 



J 0 H N. 6g 

table, in his council, or even in private converfation c : c H A P. 
And this fentence was accordingly, with all imaginable~ 
folemnity, pronounced againfr him. But as John fiill ua. 

perfevered in his contumacy, there remained nothing but 
the fentence of depofition ; which, though intimately 
conneCted with the former, had been diilingui!hed from 
~t by the artifice of the court of Rome ; and Innocent 
determined to dart this lafr thunder-bolt againft the re-
fractory monarch. But as a fentence of this kind required 
an armed force to execute it, the pontiff, cafiing his eyes 
arqund, fixed at lafr on Philip, king of France, as die 
perfon, into w.hofe powerful hand he could mofi: pro-
perly entruft that weapon, the ultimate refource of his 
~hofily authority. And he offered the monarch, befides 
he remifljon of all his fins and endlefs fpiritual benefits, 

the property and pofreffion of the Ieingdom of England, 
as the reward of his labour d • .. . 

IT was the common concern of all princes to oppofe 
hefe exorbitant pretenfions of tlie. Roman pontiff, by 

which they ~hemfelves were rendered vafrals, and vafrals 
to~ally dependant, of the papal crown : Yet even Philip, 
the mofr able monarch of the age, was feduced, by prcfent 
intereft, and by the profpeCl: of fo tempting a prize, to 
accept this liberal offer of the pontiff, and thereby to 
ratify that authority, which, if he ever oppofcd its bound
lefs ufurpations, might, next day, tumble him from the 
throne. He levied a great army ; (ummoncd all the vaf .. 
fals of the crown to attend him at Roi.ien; colleCted a 
fleet of 1700 vefrels~ great and fmall, in the fea-ports of 
Normandyand Picardy; and p~rtly from the zealous fpirit 
of the age, partly from the ·perfonal regard univerfally 
pai~ him, prepared a force, which feemed equal to the 
greatnefs of his enterprize. Tlie king, on the other 

c M. Paris, p. I6x. M. Weft. P• 2.70• 11 M. Parit, p. 161 .• 
M. Weft. p. '~71• 
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c H A P. hand, ifrued out writs, requiring the attendance of all 

~his military tenants at Dover, and even of all able-bodied 
U 13• men, to defend the kingdom in this dangerous extremity. 

A great number appeared; and he feleeted an army of 
6o,ooo men ; a power invincible, had they been united 

in affeCl:ion to their prince, and animated with a becom
ing zeal for the defence of their native country e. But 
the people were fwayed by fuperfl:ition, and regarded 
their king with horror, as anathematized by papal cen
fures : The barons, befides 1 ying under the fame prej u

dices, were all difgufl:ed by his tyranny, and were, many 
of them, fufpeCl:ed of holding a fecret correfpondencc 
with the en.emy : And the incapacity and cowardice of the 

king himfelf, ill-fitted to contend with thofe mighty 
difficulties, made men prognofticate the moft f~tal effcCl:s 
from the French invafion. 

PANDOLF, whom the pope had chofen for his legq.te1 

and appointed to head this important expedition, had, 
before he.Ieft Rome, applied for a fecret conference with 
his mafter, and had aiked him, whether, if the king of 
England, in this defperate fituation, were willing to fub .. 
mit to the apoftolic fee, the church lhould, without the 
confent of Philip, grant him any terms of accommoda
tion r? Innocent, expeCting from his agreement with a 
prince fo abject both in character and fortune, more ad
vantages than from his alliance with a great and vitl:orious 
monarch, who, after fuch mighty acquifitions, might 
become too haughty to be bound by fpiritual chains, 

explained to Pandolf the conditions on which he was 
willing to be reconciled to the king of England. The 
legate, therefore, as foon as he arrived in the north of 
France, fent over two knights templars to defire an inter
view with Uohn at Dover, which was readily granted: 
He there reprefented to him, jn fuch fl:rong, and probably 

t M. Paris, p. 163. M. Weil. p. '-7•• f M, Paris. p. 1 6~. 
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in fuch true colours, his loft condition, the difaffection C H A P. 
XI. of his fubjeB:s, the fecret combination of his va1fals~ 

againfl him, the mighty armament of France, that John, 
1 

t~2:J~v. 
yielded at difcretion g, and fubfcribed to all the conditions rte king'• 

h. h p d If 1 r. d . r. h" H fubmifiion w IC an o was p ea.e to 1mpo1e upon tm. eto the e. 
promifed, among other articles, that he would fubmit him- pop 
felf entirely to the judgment of the pope; that he would 
acknowledge Langton for primate; that he would refi:ore 
all the exiled clergy and laity, who had been banilhed on 
account of the contefl ; that he would make them full re
fiitution of their goods, and compenfation for all da-
mages, and in!l:antly confign eight thoufand pounds, in 
part of payment; and that every one outlawed or im
prifoned for his adherence to the pope, £hould imme-
diately be received into grace and favour h, Four barons 
{wore, along with the king, to the obfervance of this ig
nominious treaty i, 

BuT the ignominy of the king was not yet carried 
to its full height. Pandolf required him, as the firfi: 
trial of obedience, to refign his kingdom to the church ; 
and he perfuaded him, that he could no wife fo effec
tually difappoint the French invafion, as by thus putting 
himfelf under the immediate proteCtion of the apofiolic 
fee. John, lying under the agonies of prefcnt terror, 
made no fcruple of fubmitting to this condition. He 
paffed a charter, in which he faid, that, not confi:rained 
by fear, but of his own free-will, and by the common 
advice and confent of his barons, he had, for remiffion of 
his own fins and thofe of his family, refigned England 
and Ireland to God, to St. Peter and St. Paul, and to 
pope Innocent and his fucce1fors in the apo!l:olic chair; 
He agreed to hold thefe dominions as feudatory of the 
church of Rome, by the annual payment of a thoufand 

g M. Well. p. 27r. 
~nnal, Burt. p~ ~68. 

h Rymer~ vol. i. p. 166. M. Paris, p. 163. 
i Rymer, vel. i, p. 170• M, Pt~ri~, P• 163. 
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c H A P. marks; feven hundred for England,. three hundred for 

~Ireland: And he fiipulated, that, if he or his fucceffors 

ur3. fhould ever prefume to revoke or infringe this charter, 

they {hould infl:antly, except upon admonition they repent ... · 

ed of their offence, forfeit all right to their dominions k. 

15th May. IN confequence of this agreement, John did homage to 

Pandolf as the pope's legate, with all the fubmiffi.ve rites 

which the feudal law required of vaffals before their liege

lord and fuperior. He came difarmed into the legate's 

prefence, who was feated on a throne ; -he flung himfelf 

on his knees before him ; he lifted up his joined hands, 

and put them within tho(e of Pandolf; he fwore fealty to 

the pope; and he paid part of the tribute, which he owed 

for his kingdom as the patrimony of St. Peter. The le

gate, elated by this fupreme triumph of facerdotal power, 

could not forbear difcovering extravagant fymptoms of 

joy and exultation: He trampled on the money, which 

~as laid at his feet, as an earneft of the fubjeCl:ion of the 

kingdom : An infolence, of which, however offenfive to 

all the Englilh, no one prefent, except the archbilhop of 

Dublin, dared to take any notice. But though Pandolf 

had brought the king to fubmit to thefe bafe conditions, 

he fiill ·refufed to free him from the excommunication and 

interdicr, till an efiimation :lhould be taken of the lofres 

of the ecclefiafiics, and full compenfation and refiitution 

fhould be made them. 

JOHN, reduced to this abject fituation under a foreign 

power, frill fhowed the fame difpofition to tyrannize 

over his fubjecrs, which had been the chief caufe of all 

his misfortun.es. One Peter C}f Pomfret, a hermit, had 

foretold~ that the king, this very year, fhould lofe his 

crown; and for that rafh prophecy, he had been thrown 

into prifon in Corfe-cafHe. John now determined to 

k Rytner, vol. i. p. 176• M. Paris1 p. l6S• 
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bring him to punifhment as an impofl:or; and though C H A P. 

XI. 
the man pleaded, ~hat his prophecy ·was fulfilled, and "-v---' 
that ~he king had loft the royal and independent crown 'J:l.I3· 

which he formerly wore, th.e defence was fuppofed to 

aggravate his guilt : He was dragged at horfes tails, tQ 

the town of War~am, ~J)d there h:anged on a gibbet with 

his fo.Q 1• 

WH;EN Pandolf, "fter rec~iving the homage 9f John~ 
returned to France, he congratulated Philip on the fuc
~efs of his pious enterprize; and informed him~ th.at 

John, mo":'ed by t~e terror of the French. arms, had now: 

come to a juft fenfe of h,is guilt; had returned to obe

dience under the apoftolic. fee; had even confented to do 

h?mage to the pope for his dominions; and having thus 
made his kingdom a part of St. Peter's patrimony, had 

rendered it impoffible for any Chriftian prince, without 

the moft ·manifeft and moft flagrant impiety, to attack 

him m. Philip was enraged on receiving this intelligence: 
He exclaimed, ·that having, at the pope's inftigation,_ 

undertaken an expedition, which had coft him above 

6o,ooe pounds fl:erling, he was fruftrated of his purpofe, 
at the time when its fuccefs was become infallible: He 

complained, that all the expence had fallen upon him; all 

the advantages had accrued to Innocent: He threatened 

to be no longer the dupe of thefe hypocritical pretences: 

And affembling his vaffals, he laid before them the ill-
. treatment which he had received, expo fed the interefl:ed 

and fraudulent conduCl: of the pope, and required their 

affiftance to execute his enterprize againft England, in 

which, he told them, that, notwithfl:anding the inhibi

tions and menaces of the legate, he was determined to 
perfevere. The French barons were in that age little 

lefs ignorant and fuperfl:itious than the Englifh: Yet, fo 

1 M. Paris, p. 165, Chron, Dunft. vol. i. P• 56, 
lil Trivet, p. 160, 

much 
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c H A P. much does the influence of thofe religious principles de..: 

~ pend on the prefent difpofitions of men ! they all vowed 
1~13 ' to follow their pri~ce on his intended expedition, and 

were refolute not to be difappointed of that glory and 

thofe riches, which they had long expeCl:ed from this 
cnterprize. The e~rl of Flanders alone, who had prc

vioufly formed a fecret treaty with John, declaring againfl: 
the injuftice and impiety of the undertaking, retired with 

his forces n; and Philip, that he might not leave fo dan ... 
gerous an enemy behind him, firft turned his arms againft 
the dominions of that prince. Meanwhile, the Englifh 

fleet was affembled under the earl of Sali!bury, the king's 
natural brother; and though inferior in number, received 

orders to attack the French in their harbours. Salifbury 
performed this fervice with fo much fuccefs, that he took 

three hundred lhips; defiroyed a hundred more o: And 

Philip, finding it impoffible to prevent the refi from fall

ing into the hands of the enemy, fet fire to them himfelf, 

and thereby rendered it impo$ble for him to pro~eed any 

farther in his enterprize. 
JOHN, exulting in his prefent fecurity, infenfible to 

his paft difgrace, was fo elated with this fuccefs, that he 
thought of no ]efs than invading France in his turn, and 

recovering all thofe provinces which the profperous arms 

of Philip had formerly ravifued from him. He propofed 

this expedition to the barons, who were already affcmbled 

for the defence of the kingdom. But the Engli!h nobles 
both hated and defpifed their prince : They prognofiicated 

no fuccefs to any enterprize condutl:ed by fuch a leader: 

And pretending, that their time of fervice was elapfed, 
and all their provifions exhaufl:ed, they refufed to fecond 
his undertaking tt. The Icing, however, refolute in hii 

purpofe, embarked with a few followers, and failed to 

n M. P:ori~, p. 166. 

P• 59• Trivet, P• 157• 

0 M. Paris, p. r66. Chron. Dunft. vel. i. 
P M, Paris: p. 166. 
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Jerfey, in the fooli£h expeaation, that the barons would C H A P. 
at lafi be afhamed to fray behind q. But finding himfelf ~ 
difappointed, he returned to England; and raifing fome IJ.. 13• 
troops, threatened to take vengeance on all his nobles for 
their defertion and difobedience. The archbilhop of Can-
terbury, who was in a confederacy with the barons, here 
interpofed ; firictly inhibited the king from thinking of 
fuch an attempt; and threatened him with a renewal of 
the fentence of excommunication, if he pretended to levy 
war upon any of his fubjecl-s, before the kingdom were 
freed from the fentence of interditl: r. 

THE church had recalled the feveral anathemas pro
nounced agAinfi John, by the fame gradual progrefs with 
which fhe had at firfi iffued them. By receiving his ho
mage, and admitting him to the rank of a vaffal, his de
pofition had been virtually annulled, and his fubjects were 
again bound by their oaths of allegiance. The exiled pre
lates had then returned in great triumph, with Langton at 
their head; and the king hearing of their approach, went 
forth to meet them, and throwing himfelf on the ground 
before them, he entreated them with tears to have com
paffion on him and the kingdom of England '• The pri
mate, feeing thefe marks of fincere penitence, led him to 
the chapter-houfe of Winchefier, and there adminifiered sotb Ju1y. 
an oath to him, by which he again fwore fealty and obe-
dience to pope Innocent ~nd his fucceffors; promifed to 
love, maintain, and defend holy church and the clergy; 
engaged that he would re-efiablilh the good laws of his 
prcd.eceffors, particularly thofe of St. Edward, and woulJ 
abolifh the: wicked ones; and expreffed hii rcfolution of 
maintaining jufiice and right in all his dominions r. The 
primate next gave him abfolution in the requifite forms, 
~nd admitted him to dine with him, to the great joy of 

q M. Pa.riF, P• 166. r M, Paris, p. 167. s M. Paris. 
1.' 16q. Ann, W aver}, p. 178. ' M. Paris, P• 166, 
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C H A P, all the people. The fentence of interdiCt, however, was 

~frill upheld againfr the kingdom. A new legate, Nicho-
U13· las, bi!hop of Frefcati, came into Engbnd, in the room of 

Pandolf; and he declared it to be the pope's intentions 
never to loofen that fentence till full reA:itution were made 

to the clergy of every thing taken from them, and ample 
reparation for all damages which they had fufiained. He 
only permitted mafs to be faid with a low voice in the 

churches, till thofe loff'es and damages could be efrimateq 

to the fatisfaction of the parties. Certain barons w·ere 

appointed to take an account of the claims ; and ] ohn 
was aftonilhcd at the greatnefs of the {urns, to which the 
clergy made their loffes to amount. No lefs than twenty 
thoufand marks were demanded by the monks of Canter

bury alone; twenty-three thoufand for the fee of Lin
coln; and the king, finding thefe pretenfions to be exorbi ... 

tant and endlefs, offered the clergy the fum of a hundred 
thoufand marks for a final acquittal. The clergy rejeC:l:ed 
the offer with difdain; but the pope, willing to favour 
his new vaff'al, whom he found zealous in his declara
tions of fealty, and regular in paying tlie fl:ipulateg tri
bute to Rome, direC:l:ed his legate to accept of forty thou
fand. The iff'ue of the whole was, tltat the bilhops and 
confiderable abbots got reparation beyond what they had 
any title to demand : The inferior clergy were obliged 
to fit down contented with their loffes : And the king, 

after the interdict was taken off, renewed, in the moft 
folemn manner, and by a new charter, fealed with 

gold, his profeffions of homage and obedience to the 
fee of Rome. 

ur4. WHEN this vexatious affair was at Iafi brought to a con-
clufion, the king, as if he had nothing farther to attend 
to but triumphs and victories, went over to Poictou, 
which frill acknowledged his authority u; and he carried 

u <l!:een Elcanor died in I:Z.tll3 or uo4. 
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"'ar into Philip's dominions. He befieged a cafi:i€ near c H A • 
Angiers; but the approach of prince Lewis, Philip's fon, ~ 
obliged him to raJe the fiege with fuch precipitation, U!4· 
that he left his tents, machines, and baggage behind 
him; and he returned to England with difgrace. About 
the fame time, he heard of the great and dccifive viCtory 
gained by the king of France at Bovincs over the emperor 
Otho, who had entered France at the head of 1 so,ooo 
Germans; a victory which efl:abliihed for ever the glory 
of Philip, and gave full fecurity to all his dominions. 
John could, therebre, think henceforth of nothing far-
ther, than of ruling peace:.tbly his own kingdom; and his 
clofe connexions with the pope, which he was deter-
mined at any price to maintain, enfured him, as he ima-
gined, the certain ~ttainment of that object. But the lafr 
and mofi grievous rcene of this prince's misfortunes frill 
awaited him ; and he was defiined to pafs through a ferics 
of more humiliating circumfbnccs than had ever yet fallen 
to the lot of any other monarch. 

rrHE introduction of the feudal law into England by 
Vvilliam the Conqt.eror had much infringed the liberties, Difchontent~ 

ot t e however imperfect, enjoyed by the Anglo-Saxons in their barons. 
ancient government, and had reduced the whole people to 
a fi:ate of vaffalage under the king or barons, and even the 
greater part of them to a fiate of real flavcry. 'rhe ne
ceffity alfo of entrufiing great power in the hands of a 
prince, who was to maintain military dort!inion over a 
vanquiihed nation, had engaged the Norman barons to 
fubmit to a more fcvere and abfolute prerogative than that 
to Which men of their rank, in other feudal governments, 
were commonly fubjeCl:ed. The power of the crown, 
once raifed to a hig'1 pitch, was not eafily reduced; and 
the nation, during :he courfe of a hundred and fifty )rears, ' 
was governed by an authority, unknow~, in the fame de
gree, to all the kingdoms founded by the northern con-

quero:-s. 
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c H A P. querors. Henry I. that he might allure the people ta 
~give an exclufion to his elder brother Robert, had granted 

n14. them a charter, favourable in many particulars to their 
liberties; Stephen had renewed the grant; Henry II. 
had confirmed it: But the conceffions of all thefe princes 
had £l:ill remained without effect:; and the fame unlimited, 
at leafr irregular authority, continued to be exercifed both 
by them and their fucceffors. The only happinefs was, 

that arms were never yet ravilhed from the hands of the 

barons and people : The nation, by a great confederacy, 
might frill vindicate its liberties: And nothing was more 
likely, than the charaCl:er, conduCt, and fortunes of the 
reigning prince, to produce fuch a general combination 

againfr him. Equally odious and contemptible, both 
in public and private life, he affronted the barons by 
his infolence, difuonoured their families by his gallan
tries, enraged them.- by his tyranny, and gave dif
content to all ranks of men by his endlefs exactions and 
impofitions w. The effect: of thefe lawlefs praCl:ices had 
already appeared in the general demand made by the ba
rons of a refroration of their privileges ; and after he had 
reconciled himfelf to the pope, by abandoning the inde
pendance of the kingdom, he appeared to all his fubjeCl:s 
in fo mean a light, that they univerfally thought they 
might with fafety and honour infift upon their preten

fions. 
BuT nothing forwarded this confederacy fo much as 

the concurrence of Langtdn, archbilhop of Canterbury; 

a man, whofe memory, though he was obtruded on- the 
nation by a palpable incroachment of the fee of Rome, 
ought always to be refpeB:ed by the Engli£h. This pre~ 
late, whether he was moved by the generofity of his na
ture and his affection to public good; or had entertained 

w Chron. Mailr. p. 188. T. Wykes, p. 36. Ann, Waver}, p. lh• 

W. Hemin~. p. 557• 
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an animofity againft John, on account of the long oppo• C 'LAP. 
Afo 

fition made by that prince to his eleCtion ; or thought '-v---1 
that an acquifition of liberty to the people would ferve to li14· 
encreafe and fecure the privileges of the church ; had 
formed the plan of reforming the government, al\d had 
prepared the way for that great innovation, by inferting 
thofe fingular claufes above-mentioned in the oath, which 
he adminifl:ered to the king, before he would abfolve him 
from the fentence of excommunication. Soon after, in 
a private meeting of fome principal barons at London, he 
:lhowed them a copy of Henry I.'s charter, which, he faid, 
he had happily found in a monafiery; and he exhorted 
them to infifi on the renewal and obfervance of it: The 
barons fwore, that they would fooner lofe their lives than 
depart from fo reafonable a demand w. The confederacy 
began now to fpread wider, and to comprehend almoft all 
the barons in England; and a new and more numerous 
meeting was fummoned by Langton at St. Edmond!bury, November. 
under colour of devotion. He again produced to the af-
fembly the old charter of Henry; renewed his exhorta-
tions of unanimity and vigour in the profecution of their 
purpofe ; and reprefented in the ftrongeft colours the ty-
ranny to which they had fo long been fubjeaed, and from 
which it now behaved them to free themfelves and their 
pofl:erity x. The barons, inflamed by his eloquence, in-
cited by the fenfe of their own wrongs, and encouraged 
by the appearance of their power and numbers, folemnly 
took an oath before the high altar, to adhere to each other1 

to infifl: on their demands, and to make endlefs war on 
the king, till he fhould fubmit to grant them r. They 
agreed, that, after the feftival of Chrifimas, they would 
prefer in a body their common petition; and in the mean 
time, they feparated, after mutually engaging, that they 
would put themfelves in a pofiure of defence, would inlift 

X Ibid. P· 175• Y Ibid. p. t76. 
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c H A P. men and purchafe arms, and would fupply their cafl:le 
XI. . rr. 'fi ~ w1th the neccuary prov1 1ons. · 

12.15· 
6th Jan, 

15th Jan. 

THE barons appeared in London on the day appointed; 
and demanded of the king, that, in confequence of his 
own oath before the primate, as well as in deference to 
their ju!l: rights, he ihould grant them a renewal of Hen
ry's charter, and a confirmation of the laws of St. Ed
ward. The king, alarmed with their zeal and unanimity, 
as well as with their power, required a delay; promifed, 
that, at the fefiival of Eafter, he would give them a pofi
tive anfwer to their petition; and offered them the arch
bilhop of Canterbury, the bilhop of Ely, and the earl of 
Pembroke, the Marefcha]~ as fureties for his fulfilling 
this engagement z. The barons aceepted of the termi, 

and peaceably returned to their caftles. 

DuRING this interval, John, in order to break or fub
due the league of his barons, endeavoured to avail himfelf 
of the ecclefiafiical power, of whofe influence he had, 
from his own recent misfortunes, had fuch fatal expe
rience. He granted to the clergy a charter, relinq uilhing 

for ever that important prerogative, for which his father 
and all his ancefiors hiid zealoufly contended ; yielding to 
them the free election on all vacancies ; rcferving only 
the power to iffue a conge d'elire, and to fubjoin a con
firmation of the election ; and declaring, that, if either 
of thefe were with-held, the choice fhould neverthelefs be 
deemed jufr and valid a. He made a vow to lead an army 
into Paleftine againfr the infidels, and he took on him the 

crofs ; in _hopes, that he fhould receive from the church 

that proteCl:ion, which ihe tendered to every one that had 

entered into this facred and meritorious engagement b• 

z M. Paris, p. 176. W. Weft. P• ~7 3• a Rymer, yo}. i. p. 197• 
b Rymer, vol. j, P• ~oo, Trivet, P• x6z, T. Wykes, P• 37• M, Weft. 

P• S~3· 



J 0 it N. 
AnJ he fent to Rome his agent, William de ]\lfauclerc, c H A P. 

in order to appeal to the pope againfi the violence of his~ 
harons, and procure him a favourable fentence from that uJ s. 
powerful tribunal c:. The barons alfo were not negligent 
on their part in endeavouring to engage the pope in their 
interefl:s: They difpatched Eufl:ace de Vefcie to Rome; 
]aid their cafe before Innocent as their feudal lord ; and 
petitioned him to interpofe his authority with the king; 
and oblige him to refiore and confirm all their juft and un-
doubted privileges d. 

INNOCENT beheld with regret the difl:urbances which 
had arifen in England, and was much inclined to favour 
John in his pretenfions. He had no hopes of retaining 
and extending his newly acquired fuperiority over that 
kingdom, but by fupporting fo bafe and degenerate a 
prince, who was willing to facrifice every confideration 
to his prefent fafety: And he forefaw, that, if the admi
nifiration fhould fall into the hands of thofe gallant and 
bigh-fpirited barons, they would vindicate the honour, 
liberty, and independance of the nation, with the fame 
ardour which they how exerted in defence of their owh. 
He wrote letters therefore to the prelates, to the nobility, 
and to the king himfelf. He exhorted the firfi to employ 
their good offices in conciliating p~ace between the con
tending parties, and putting an end to civil difcord : 

• To the fecond, he expreffed his difapprobation of their 
conduCt: in employing force to extort conceillons from 
their re1uCl:ant fovereign: The Iafr, he advifed to treat 
his nobles with grace and indulgence, and to grant them 
fuch of their demands as ihould appear jufi and reafon· 
able e, 

THE barons eafily faw, from the tenor of thefe letten1 

that they mufi reckon on having the pope, as well as the 
king, for their adverfary; but they had already advanced 

c Rymer, vol. i, p. 184. 

VoL. II. 
t1 Ibid, 
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c H A P. too far to recede from their pretenfions, and their paffions 

~were fo deeply engaged, that it exceeded even the power 

J:us. of fuperfiition itfelf any longer to controul them. They 

alfo forefaw, that the thunders of Rome, when not fe

conded by the efforts of the Engliili ecclefiafiics,. would 
be of fmall avail againfr them; and they perceived,. that 
the mofl: confiderable of the prelates, as well as all the 

inferior clergy, profeffed the highefi approbation of their 
caufe. Befides, that thefe men were feized with the na

tional paffion for laws and liberty; bleffings, of whicb 
they themfelves expetl:ed to partake; there concurred 
very powerful cauf€s to loofen their devoted attachment to 

the apofl:olic fee. It appeared, from the late ufurpations 
of the Roman pontift~ that he pretended to reap alone all 
the advantages accruing from that victory, which, under. 

his banners, though at their own peril, they had every 
where obtained over the civil magifl:rate. The pope 
affumed a defpotic power over all the churches: Their 
particular cuil:oms, privileges, and immunities,. were 

treated with difdain: Even the canons of general coun

cils were fet aft.de by his difpenfing power :. The whole 
adminifiration of the church was centered in the court 
of Rome: All preferments ran of courfe in the fame 

channel : And the provincial clergy faw, at leaft felt, 
that there was a neceffity for limiting thefe pretenfions. 

'I'he legate, Nicholas, in filling t:hofe numerous vacan
cies which had fallen in England during an interdiCl: of 
fix years, had proceeded in the moft arbitrary manner; 
and had paid no regard, in conferring dignities, to per
fonal merit, to rank, to the inclination of the electors, 
or to the cufi:oms of the country. The Englilh church 

was univerfally difgufied; and Langton himfelf, though 

he owed his elevation to an incroachment of the Romiili 

fee, was no fooner eftablifued in his high office, than he 

became jealous of the privileges annexed to it, and form-· 

ed 
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eJ attachments with the country fubjeB:ed to his jurif- C H A P. 
diction. Thefe caufes., though they opened flowly the~ 
eyes of men, failed not to produce their effeB:: They fet a•s· 
bounds to the ufurpations of the papacy: The tide fidl: 
ftopped, and then turned againfr the fovereign pontiff: 

nd it is otherwife inconceivable, how that age, fo prone 
to fuperil:ition, and fo funk in ignorance, or rather fo 
devoted to a fpurious erudition, could have efcaped fall
ing into an abfolute and total flavery under the court of 
Rome. 

ABOUT the time that the pope's letters arrived in Eng · Jnfurrdlion 
land, the malcontent barons, on the approach of the of the ba· · rons. fefiival of Eafrer, when they were to expect the king's 
anfwer to their petition, met by agreement at Stamford ; 
and they affembled a force, confifring of above 2000 
knights, befides their retainers and inferior perfons with-
out number. Elated with their power, they advanced in ~7th Apri1. 
a body to Brackley, within fifteen miles of Oxford, the 
place where the court then refided ; and they there re-
ceived a mefiage from the king, by the archbi!hop of 
Canterbury and the earl of Pembroke, defiring to know 
what thofe liberties were which they fo zealoufly chal-
lenged from their fovereign. They delivered to thefe 
meffengers a fchedule, containing the chief articles of 
their demands; which was no fooner fhown to the king, 
than he burfr into a furious paffion, and afked, why the 
barons did not alfo demand of him his kingdom? fwear .. 
ing, tliat he would never grant them fuch liberties as 
mufr reduce himfelf to flavery r. 

No fooner were the confederated nobles informed of 
John's re"ply, tnan they chofe Robert Fitz-Waiter their 
general, whom they called the marefcha/ of the army of 
God and of holy church ; and they proceeded without far .. 
ther ceremony to levy war upon the king. They he-

r M, Paris, p. 176. 
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c H A P. fieged the cafile of Northampton during fifteen dayst 
~though without fuccefs f : The gates of Bedford cafile 

urs. were willingly opened to them by William Beauchamp, 
z4-th May. its owner: They advanced to Ware in their way to Lon

don, where they held a correfpondence with the principal 
citizens : 'fhey were received without oppofition into 
that capital : And finding now the great fuperiority of 
their force, they iffued proclamations, requiring the other 
barons to join them, and menacing them, in cafe of 
refufal or delay, with committing devail:ation on their 
houfes and eil:ates g. In order to fuow what might be 
expected from their profperous arms, they made incur
fions from London, and laid wail:e the king's parks and 

palaces ; and all the barons, who had hitherto carried the 
{emblance of fupporting the royal party, were glad of this 
pretence for openly joining a caufe, which they always 
had fecretly favoured. The king was left at Odiham in 
Surrey with a poor retinue of only feven kni~hts; and 
after trying feveral expedients to elude the blow, after 
offering to refer all differences to the pope alone, or to 
eight barons, four to be chofen by himfelf, and four by 
the confederates b, he found himfelf at lafi obliged to fub
mit at difcretion. 

Magna A coNFERENCE between the king and the barons was 
Charta. · d R d tsth June. appomte at unneme e, between Windfor and Staines; 

a place which has ever fince been extremely celebrated, 
on account of this great event. The two parties en
camped a-part, like open enemies; and after a debate of a 
few days, the king, with a facility fomewhat fufpkious, 

t 9th June. figned and fealed the charter which was required of him. 
This famous deed, commonly called the GREAT CHAR• 

T ER, either , granted or fecured very important liberties 

f M. Par;s, p. '77• Chron. Dunll. vol. i. P• 71• ' M, PariS~,. 
p. 177• k Ryr. er, vol. i. p. zoc;-. 
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and privileges to every order of men in the kingdom; to C H A P, xr. 
the clergy, to the barons, and to the people. ~ 

THE freedom of elections was fecured to the clergy: •:us. 
Th.e former charter of the king was confirmed, by which 
the neceffity of a royal conge d'elire and confirmation was 

fuperfeded: All check upon appeals to Rome was re
moved, by the allowance granted every man to depart the 

kingdom at pleafure: And the fines to be impofed on the 
clergy, for any offence, wero ordained to be proportional 
to their lay eftates, not to their ecclefiafl:ical benefices. 

THE privileges granted to the barons were either abate

ments in the rigour of the feudal law, or determinations 

in points which had been left by that law, or had become 

by practice, arbitrary and ambiguous. The reliefs of 

heirs fucceeding to a military fee were afcertained ; an 
earl's and baron's at a hundred marks, a knight's at a 
hundred lhillings. It was ordained by the charter, that, 
if the heir be a minor, he !hall, immediately upon his 
majority, enter !:Jpon his efl:ate, without payifig any re

lief: The king lhall not fell his wardlhip : He lhall levy 
only reafonable profits upon the efrate, without commit

ting wafre or hurting the property: He !hall uphold the 
cafi:Ies, houfes, mills, parks, and ponds: And if he 
commit the guardianiliip of the eftate to the lheriff or any 
other, he iliall previoufiy oblige them to find furety to the 
fame purpofe. During the minority of a baron, whil~ 

his lands are in wardlhip, and are not in his own poffef

fion, no deb~ which he owes to the Jews iliall bear any 

interefr. Heirs lhall be married without difparagement; 
and before the marriage be contraCl:ed, the neareft relations 
of the perfon fhall be informed of it. A widow, without 
paying any relief, iliall enter upon her dower, the third 
part of her hufuand's rents : She 1hall not be compelled 
to marry, fo long as fhe chufes to continue fingle; fhe 

~all only give fecyrity never to marry without her lord's 

G 3 confent. 
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c H A P. confent. The king lhall not claim the wardiliip of any 

~minor, who holds lands by military tenure of a baron, on 

u.1 5· pretence that he al!o holds lands of the crown, by foccage 

or any other tenure. Scutages £hall be eil:imated at the 

fame rate as in the time of H enry I. ; and no fcutage or 

aid, except in the three general feuclal cafes, the king's 

captivity, the knighting of his eldeft fon, and the marrying 

of his eldeft daughter, fhall be impofed but by the great 

council of the kingdom ; the prelates, earls, and great ba~ 

rons, iliall be called to this great council, each by a par

ticular writ; the leifer barons by a general fummons of 

the ilieriff. The king !hall not feize any baron's land for . 

a debt to the crown, if the baron poffelfes as many goods 

and chattels as are fufficient to difcharge the debt. No 
man .!hall be obliged to perform more fervice for his fee 

than he is bound to by his tenure. No governor or con

frable of a caftle £hall oblige any knight to give money for 

cafl:le-guard, if the knight be willing to perform the fer

vice in perfon, or by another able-bodied man; and if the 
knight be in the field himfelf, by the king's command, 
he fhall be exempted from all other fervice of this nature. 

No valfal iliall be allowed to fell fo much of his land as 

to incapacitate himfelf from performing his fervice to his 
lord. 

THE~E were the principal articles, calculated for the 

intereft of the barons ; and had the charter contained no

thing farther, national happinefs and liberty had been very 

little promoted by it, as it would only have tended to en

crcafe the power and independance of an order of men, 

who were already too powerful, and w hofe yoke might 

have become more heavy on the people than even that of 

an abfolute monarch. But the barons, who alone drew 
and impofed on the prince this memorable charter, were 
neceffitated to infert in it other claufes of a more extenfive 

and more beneficent nature: They could not expect the 

concurrence of the people, without comprehending, toge· 

ther 
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tner with their own, the interefis of inferior ranks of men; C H A P. 

and all provifious, which the barons, for their own fake,~ 
were obliged to make, in order to enfure the free and equi- 1215. 

table adminifiration o.f j u!tice, tended directly to the be-

nefit of the whole community. The following were the 

principal claufes of this nature. 

IT was ordained, that all the privileges and immunities 

above-mentioned., granted to the barons .againft the king, 

fuould be extended by the barons to their inferior vaffals. 

The king bound himfelf not to grant any writ, empower

ing a baron to levy aids from his vaffals, except in the 

three feudal cafes. One weight and one meaft.ue fhall be 
eftablifhed throughout the kingdom. Merchants fhall be 

allowed to tranfaCl: all bufinefs, without being expofed tet 

any arbitrary tolls and impofitions : They and all free 

men fhall be allowed to go out of the kingdom and return 

to it at pleafure : London, and all cities and burghs, 

fuall preferve their ancient liberties, immunities, and free 

cuftoms : Aids Jhall not be required of them but by the 

confent of the great council.: No towns or individuals 

lhall be obliged to make or fupport bridges but by ancient 

cuftom; The goods of every freeman £hall be difpofed of 

according to his will : If he die intefl:ate, his heirs lhall 

fucceed to them. No officer of the crown fhall take any 

horfes, carts, or wood, without the confent of the owner. 

The king's courts of juftice !hall be fiationary, and fhall 

no longer follow his perfon; They {hall be open to every 

one ; and j ufiice fhaH no longer be fold, refufed, or 

delayed by them. Circuits {hall be regularly held every 

year: The inferior tribttnals of juftice, the county court, 

1heriff's turn, and court-leet ihall meet at their appointed 

time and place : The ilieriffs lhall be incapacitated to hold 

pleas of the crown; and !hall not put any perfon upon 

his trial, from rumour or fufpicion alone, but upon the 

evidence of lawful witneffes. No freeman £hall be taken 

G + or 
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c H A P.or imprifoned, or difpoffcfTed of his free tenement and Ji ... 
~ berties, or outlawed, or banifhed, or any wife hurt or 

UIS· injured, unlefs by the legal judgment of his peers, or by 
the law of the land; and all who fuffered otherwife in 
this or the two former reigns, £hall be refi:ored to their 
rights and poffeffions. E\'ery freeman 1hall be fined in 
proportion to his fault; and no fine lhall be levied on him 
to his utter ruin: Even a villain or rufl:ic lhall not by any 
fine be bereaved of his carts, ploughs, and implements of 
hu!bandry. This was the only article calculated for the 
interdl:s of this body of men, probably at that time the 
mofr numerous in the kingdom. 

IT mufr be confefTed, that the former articles of the 
Great Charter contain fuch mitigations and explanations 
of the feudal law as are reafonable and equitable; and 
that the latter involve all the chief outlines of a legal go
vernment, and provide for the equal difi:ribution of juf
tice, _and free enjoyment of property; the great objects for 
which political fociety was at firft founded by men, which 
the people have a perpetual and unalienable right to re
ea], and which no time, nor precedent, nor ftatute, nor 
p0fitive infi:itution, ought to deter them fi-om keeping 
ever uppermofr in their thoughts and attention. Though 
the provifions made by this charter might, conformably to 
the genius of the age, be eficemed too concife, and too 
bare of ci:cumftances, to maintain the execution of its 
articles, in oppofition to the chicanery of lawyers, fup
ported by the violence of power; time gradually afcer
tained the fenfe of all the ambiguous expre$ons; and 
thofe generous barons, who firfi: extorted this conceffion, 
~ill held their fwords in their hands, and could turn them 
againft thofe who dared, on any pretence, to depart from 
the original fpirit and meaning of the grant. We may, 
now, from the tenor of this charter, conjecture what 
h9.fe laws were of king Edward, which the Englilh na-

2 tion3 
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tion, during fo many generations, frill defired, with fuch C H A P. 
xr. 

an obftinate perfeverance, to have recalled and eftablifhed. "---v--J 
They were chiefly thefe latter articles of Magna Charta; IZ 1S• 

and the barons, who, at the beginning of thefe commo-
tions, demanded the revival of the Saxon laws, undoubt-
edly thought, that they had fufficiently fatisfied the people, 
by procuring them this conceffion, which comprehended 
the principal objects, to which they had fo long afpired. 
But what we are moft to admire, is the prudence and 
moderation of thofe haughty nobles themfelves, who were 
enraged by injuries, inflamed by oppofition, and elated by 
a total viCl:ory over their fovereign. They were content, 
even in this plenitude of power, to depart from fome arti-
cles of Henry I.'s charter, which they made the founda-
tion of their demands, particularly from the abolition of 
wardihips, a matter of the greateft importance; and they 
feem to have been fufficiently careful not to diminifh too 
far the power and revenue of the crown. If they appear~ 
therefore, to have carried other demands to too great a 
height, it can be afcribed only to the faithlefs and tyranni-
cal charaCl:er of the king himfelf, of which they had long 
had experience, and which, they forefaw, would, if they 
provided no farther fecurity, lead him foon to infringe their 
new liberties, and revoke his own conceffions. This alone 
gave birth to thofe other articles, feemingly exorbitant, 
which were added as a rampart for the fafeguard of the 
Great Charter. 

THE barons obliged the king to agree, that London 
fhould remain in their hands, and the Tower be con
figned to the cuftody of the primate, till the 15th of 
Auguft enfuing, or till the execution of the feveral 
articles of the Great Charter t. The better to enfure the 
fame end, he allowed them to chufe five and twenty 

k Rymer, vol. i. p. ao1. Chro~, Dunlt-. vol. i. P• 73• 

members 

, 
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c H A P. members f-rom their own body, as confervators of the 
~public liberties ; and no bounds were fet to the authority 

U.IS· of thefe men either in extent or duration. If any com
plaint were made of a violation of the charter, whe
ther attempted by the king, j ufriciaries, ilieriffs, or 
fordlers, any four of thefe barons might admoni!h the 
king to reclrefs the grievance: If fatisfaB:ion were not 
obtained, they could affemble the whole council of 
twenty-five; who, in conj untl:i4>n with the great council, 
were empowered to compel him to obferve the charter, 
and, in cafe of refiftance, might levy war againfr him, 
attack his caftles, and employ every kind of violence, 
except againfi his royal perfon, and that of his queen and 
children. All men, throughout the kingdom, were 
bound, under the penalty of confifcation, to fwear obe
dience to the twenty-five barons; and the freeholders of 
each county were to chufe twelve knights, who were to 
make report of fuch evil cufroms as required redrefs, 
conformably to the tenor of the Great Charter '· The 
names of thofe confervators were the earls of Clare, Al
bemarle, Glocefrer, ·winchefrer, Hereford, Roger Bigod, 
earl of Norfolk, Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford, Wil
liam Marefchal the younge , Robert Fitz-Waiter, Gil
bert de Clare, Eufrace de Vefcey, Gilbert Delaval, 
William de Moubray, Geoffrey de Say, Roger de Mom
bezon, William de Huntingfield, Robert de Ros, the 
confiable of Chefter, William de Aubenie, Richard de 
Perci, William Malet, John Fitz-Robert, William de 
Lanvalay, Hugh de Bigod, and Roger de Montfichet m. 

Thefe men were, by this convention, really invefl:ed 
with the fovereignty of the kingdom : 1~hey were ren
dered co-ordinate with the king, or rather fuaerior to 

J This {eema a very !hong proof that the houfe of commons was not th«!n 
in being ; othe;wife the knights and burgeffes from the feveral counties could 

pave given into the lords a lift of gricunce~, without fo unufual an eleClion. 
lfl M, Pa~is, p. 181, 

him, 
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him, in the exercife of the executive power: And as c H A P. 

there was no circumfrance of government, which, either ~ 
diretl:ly or indirectly, might not bear a relation to the UIS· 

fecurity or obfervance of the Great Charter ; there could 
fcarcely occur any incident, in which they might not 
lawfully interpofe their authority. 

JOHN feem,ed to fubmit paffively to all thefe regula
tions, however injurious to majefry: He fent writs to 
all the fheriffs, ordering them to confl:rain every one to 
fwear obedience to the twenty-five barons n: He difmiffed 
all his foreign forces : He pretended, that his govern

ment was thenceforth to run in a new tenor, and be 
more indulgent to the liberty and independance of his 
people. But he only diffembled, till he fhould finu a 
favourable opportunity for annulling all his conceffions. 
The injuries and indignities, which he had formerly 
fuffered from the pope and the king of France, as they 
came from equals or fuperiors, feemed to make but fmall 
impreffion on him : But the fenfe of this perpetual and 
total fubjetl:ion under his own rebellious vaffals, funk 
deep in his mind, and he was determined, at all hazards, 
to throw off fo ignominious a flavery 0

• He grew fullen, 
:filent, and referved : He fhunned the fociety of his 
courtiers and nobles: He retired into the Ifle of Wight, 
as if defirous of hiding his fhame and confufion; but in 
this retreat he meditated the mofl: fatal vengeance againfr all 
his enemies P. He fecretly fent abroad his emiffaries to 
inlifr foreign foldiers, and to invite the rapacious Braban .. 
~ons into his fervice, by the profpetl: of fharing the 
fpoils of England, and reaping the forfeitures of fo many 
opulent barons, who had incurred the guilt of rebellion, 
by rifing in arms againft him q• And he difpatched a 
meffenger to Rome, in order ~o lay before the pope the 
Great Charter, which he had been compelled to fign, and 

n M. Paris, p. I b. 0 Ibid. P• 183• P Ibid. q M. Paria, 
l'• 183. Chron, Dunfi, vol, i, P• 71,, Chron, Mailr. p. 183. 

to 
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c H A P. to complain, before that tribunal, of the violence, which 
XI. . r. d h. 

~had been 1mpo1e upon lffi r. 

JUS· INNOCENT, confidering himfelf as feudal lord of the 

kingdom, was incenfed at the temerity of the barons, 
who, though they pretended to appeal to his authority, 

had dared, without waiting for his confent, to impofe 
fuch terms on a prince, who, by refigning to the Roman 
pontiff his crown and independance, had placed himfelf 

immediately under the papal protection. He iffued, 
therefore, a bull, in which, from the plenitude of his 
apofi:olic power, and from the authority, which God had 
committed to him, to build and deftroy kingdoms, to 

plant and overthrow, he annulled and abrogated the whole 
charter, as unjuft in itfelf, as obtained by compuHion, 

and as derogatory to the dignity of the apofrolic fee. 
He prohibited the barons from exaB:ing the obfervance of 
it : He even prohibited the king himfelf from paying 
any regard to it: He abfolved him and his fubjeEts 
from all oaths, which they had been confirained to take 

to that purpofe : And he pronounced a general fentence 

of excommunication againft every one, who fhould per
fevere in maintaining fuch treafonable and iniquitous 
pretcnfions '. 

~nt'wal of THE king, as his foreign forces arrived along with 
tl•e civil 

... !'!. this bull, now ventured to take off the mafk; and, undeJ; 
fanB:ion of the pope's decree, recalled all the liberties 
which he had granted to his fubjeCl:s, and which he had 
folemnly fworn to obferve. But the fpiritual weapon was 
found upon trial to carry lefs force with it, than he had 

reafon from his own experience to apprehend. The 
primate refufcd to obey the pope in publilhing the fen
tence of excommunication againit the barons ; a~d though 

he was cited to Rome, that he might attend a general 

council, there a!Iembled, and was fu.fpended.) on account 

r M. Paris, p. 1S3. Chron. Dunfi. vol. i. p. 73• 
vol. i, P• ze3, zot, ~os. zoS. M. Paris, p. IS4, J8S· 187. 
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of his difobedience to the pope, and his fecret correfpond· CH A P .. 

XI. ence with the king's enemies t: Though a new and par-...._,.___, 
ticular fentence of excommunication was pronounced by la IS· 
name againfr the principal barons u; John frill found, 
that his nobility and people, and even his clergy, adhered 
to the defence of their liberties, and to their combination 
againfr him: The fword of his foreign mercenaries was all 
he had to trufr to for refroring his authority. 

THE barons, after obtaining the Great Charter, feem to 
have been lulled into a fatal fecurity, and to have taken 
no rational meafures, in cafe of the introduCtion of a 
foreign force, for re-affembling their armies. The king 
was from the firfr mafrer of the field ; and immediately 
laid fiege to the cafile of Rochefrer, which was obfiinately 
defended by William de Albiney, at the head of a hun
dred and forty knights with their retainers, but was at lafl: 
reduced by famine. John, irritated with the refifiance,. 3oth No•. 
intended to have hanged the governor and all the garrifon; 
but on the reprefentation of William de Mauleon, who 
fuggefied to him the danger of reprizals, he was content 
to facrifice, in this barbarous manner, the inferior pri-
foners only w. The captivity of William de Albiney, 
the befr officer among the confederated barons, was an 
irreparable lofs to their caufe ; and no regular oppofition 
was thenceforth made to the progrefs of the royal arms. 
The ravenous and barbarous ~ercenaries, incited by a 
cruel and enraged prince, were let loofe againfr the efi:ates, 
tenants, manors, houfes, parks of the barons, and fpread 
devaftation over the face of the kingdom. Nothing was 
to be feen but the flames of villages and cafiles reduced 
to allies, the confternation and mifery of the inhabitants, 
tortures exercifed by the foldiefy to make them reveal 
their concealed treafures, and reprizals no lefs barba-
rous, committed by the barons and their partizans on the 

t M. Paria, p. ISg. 
... w M. Paris, J.>• 187, 
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c H A P. royal demefnes, and on the eftates of fuch as frill ad-
~ hered to the crown. The king, marching through the 

1115· whole extent of England, from Dover to Berwic, laiit 
the provinces wafl:e on each fide of him; and confidered 
every ftate, which was not his immediate property, as 
entirely hoftile and the objeCt of military execution. The 
nobility of the north in particular, who had fhewn 
greatefi violence in the recovery of their liberties, and 
who, aCting in a feparate body, had expreff'ed their dif
content even at the conceffions made by the Great Char
ter; as they could expeCt no mercy, fled before him with 
their wives and families, and purchafed the friendfhip of 
Alexander, the young king of Scots, by doing homage 
to him. 

PrinceLewis THE barons, reduced to this defperate extremity, and 
called ner. menaced with the total lofs of their liberties, their pro

perties, and their lives, employed a remedy no lefs defpe
rate; and making applications to the court of France, they 
offered to acknowledge Lewis, the eldefi fon of Philip, 
for their fovereign; on condition, that he would afford 
them proteCtion from the violence of their enraged prince. 
Though the fenfe of the common rights of mankind, the 
only rights that are entirely indefeafible, might have 
jufiified them in the depofition of their king; they de ... 
dined infifting before Philip, on a pretenfion, which is 
commonly fo difagreeable to fovereigns, and which 
founds harlhl y in their royal ears. They affirmed, that 
John was incapable of fucceeding to the crown, by rea
fan of the attainder,. paired upon him during his brother's 
reign; though that attainder had been reverfed, and 
Richard had even, by his laft will, declared him his fuc
ceffor. They pretended, that he was already legally 
depofed by fentence of the peers of France, on account 
of the murder of his nephew ; though that fentence 
~uld not po.ffibly regard any thing but his tranfmarine 

dominions, 
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dominions, which alone he held in vaifalage to that c H A P. 
crown. On more plaufible grounds, they affirmed, that~ 
he had already depofed himfelf by doing homage to the u16. 
pope, changing the nature of his fovereignty, and refign-
ing an inde;>endant crown for a fee under a foreign 
power. And as Bl.anche of Caftile, the wife of Lewis, 
was defcended by her mother from Henry II. they main-
tained, though many other princes flood before her in 
the order of fucceffion, that they had not lhaken off the 
royal family, in chufing her huiband for their fovereign. 

PHILIP w~s ftrongly tempted to lay hold on the rich 
prize which was offered to him. The legate menaced 
him with i11terdicts and excommunications, if he in
vaded the patrimony of St. Peter, or attacked a prince~ 
who was under the immediate protecbon of tlte holy, 
fee x : But as Philip was affured of the obedience of his 
own vaffals, his principles were changed with the times~ 
and he now undervalued as much all papal cenfures~ a& 
he formerly pretended to pay refpect to them. His chie~ 
fcruple was with regard to the fidelity~ which he might 
expect from the Englifu barons in their new engage
ments~ and 6e danger of entrufting his fon and heir int<J 
the hands of men, who might~ on any caprice or necef
fity, make peace with their native fovereign, by facrificin§ 
a pledge of Co much value4 He therefore exaB:ed from. 
the barons twenty-five hofiages of the mofr noble birth 
in the kingdcm r; and having obtained this fecurity, he 
fent over firft a fmall army to the relief of the confede
JQtes; then more numerous forces) which arrived with. 
Lewis himfelf at their head. 

THE fidl: effeCt of the young prince's appearance in 
England was the defertion of Joh.n's foreign troops, who, 
being moftly 1 vieQ in FlaRders, and other provinces gf 

x M. Pari«, p. 194• M. Weft. P• '15• 
Cbron. Dunft, vol. i. p. 74• 

3 

t M, Paris, p. 193• 
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c H A P. France, refufed to ferve againfi: the heir of their mona·rchy~. 

~The Gafcons and PoiCl:evins alone, who were fi:ill John'~ 
ut6. fubjeB:s, adhered to his caufe; but they were too weak 

to maintain that fuperiority in the field, which they had 

hitherto fupported againfl: the confederated barons. Many 

confiderable noblemen deferted John's party, the earls of 

Salifbury, Arundel, Warrene, Oxford, Albemarle, and 

William Marefchal the younger: His cafl:les fell daily 

into the hands of the enemy: Dover was the only place, 

which, from the valour and fidelity of Hubert de Burgh, 

the governor, made refifi:ance to the progrefs of Lewis a : 

And the barons had the melancholy profpeCl: of finally 

fucceeding in their purpofe, and of efcaping the tyranny 

of their own king, by impofing on themfelves and the 

nation a foreign yoke. But this union was of lhort dura· 

tion between the French and Englilh nobles; and the 

imprudence of Lewis, who, on every occafion, lhowed 

too vifible a preference to the former, encreafed that jea

loufy, which it was fo natural for the latter to entertain 

in their prefent fituation b. The vifcount of M cl un, too, 

it i~ faid, one of his courtiers, fell fick at London, and 

finding the approaches of death, he fent for fome of hi! 

friends among the Englilh barons, and warning them of 

their danger, revealed Lewis's fecret intentions of exter

minating them and their families as traitors to their 

prince, and of befl:owing their efiates and dignities on hit 

native fubjeB:s, in whofe fidelity he could more reafonably 

place confidence c:. This frory, whether true or falfe, 

was univerfally reported and believed; and concurring 

with other circumfi:ances, which rendered it credible, did. 

great prejudice to the caufe of Lewis. The earl of Sal if

bury and other noblemen deferted again to J oon's party d ~ 

and as men eafily change fides in a civil war, efpecially 

z M. Paris, p. 195• a Ibid. p. 198• Chron, Dunfl-. vol. i. 

p. 7 ~, 76. b W, Heming. p. 559• c M. Paris, P• 199-. 
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where their power is founded on an hereditary and inde- c H A P. 

pendant authority, and is not derived from the opi~ion and~ 
favour of the people, the French prince had reafon to u16. 

dread a fudden reverfe of fortune. The king was affcm-

bling a confiderable army, with a view of fighting one 

great battle for his crown; but paffing from Lynne to 

Lincolnlhire, his road lay along the fea-fhor~, which was 

overflowed at high water; and not chufing the proper 
time for his journey, he loLl: in the inundation all his car-
riages, treafure, baggage, and regalia. 'fhe affii8ion for 
this difafl:er, and vexation from the di£lraCl:ed fiate of his 

affairs, encreafed the ficknefs under which he then la-

boured ; and though he reached the ca£lle of Newark, he 

was obliged to halt there, and his difiemper foon after 

put an end to his life, in the forty-ninth year of his age, 1 7t~c::?l~ob. 
and eighteenth of his reign; and freed the nation from 

the dangers, to which it was equally expofed, by his, 
fuccefs or by his misfortunes. 

THE charaCter of this prince is nothing but a compli- and charac

cation of vices, equally mean and odious; ruinous to ~rn °: the 

himfelf, and defiructive to his people. Cowardice, in- g 

activity, folly, levity, licentioufnefs, ingratitude, trea-

chery, tyranny, and cruelty; all thefe qualities appear too 

evidently in the feveral incidents of his life, to give us 

room to fufpect that the difagreeable pitl:ure has bee~ 

anywife overcharged, by the prejudices of the ancient 

h.Hlorians. It is hard to fay, whether his conduCt to his 
father, his brother, his ncphcw,or his fubjeCl:s, was mofr 

culpable ; or whether his crimes in thefe refpeCls were 

not eve~ exceeded by the bafenefs, which appeared in his 

tranfactions with the king of France, the pope,- and the 
barons. His European dominions, when tlley devolved to 
him by the death of his brother, were more extenfive th;m 

have ever, fince his time, been rul.ed by any Englilh mo-

narch : But he firfr loft by his mifconduCl: the .flourithing 
provinces in France, the ancient patrimony of hi~ family: 

VoL. II! H He 
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c H A P. He fubjected his kin.,-dom to a fhameful va!falage under 
XI. . :T b l . f h' "--v--' the fee of Rome : he faw t 1e prerogattves o JS crown 

12. 1 6· dimini!hed by law, and frill more reduced by faction: 
And he died at laft, when in danger of being totally 

expelled by a foreign power, and of either ending his 

life miferably in prifon, or feeking £helter as a fugitive 

from the purfuit of his enemies. 
THE prejudices againfi this prince were fo violent, 

that he was believed to have fent an emba!fy to the Mira

moulin or emperor of Morocco, and to have offered tQ 
change his religion and become Mahometan, in order to 

purchafe the protection of that monarch. But though 

this fiory is told us, on plaufible authority, by Matthew 

Paris e, it is in itfelf utterly improbable ; except, that 
there is nothing fo incredible but may be believed to pro• 

ceed from the folly and wickednefs of John. 
The monks throw great reproaches on this prince for 

his impiety and even infidelity; and as an inll:ance of it, 

they tell us, that, having one day caught a very fat fiag, 

he exclaimed, How plump and well fid is this animal! and 

yet I dare fwear, he never beard mafs r. This fally of wit, 

upon the ufual corpulency of the priefis, more than all 

his enormous crimes and iniquities, made him pafs wit4 
them for an atheift. 

JOHN left two legitimate fons behind him, Henry, 

born on the firfl: of October, !207, and now nine years of 
a.ge; and Richard, born on the fixth of January, 120~; 
and three daughters, J ane afterwards married to Alex

ander king of Scots ; Eleanor married fidl: to \Villiam 
Marefchal the younger, earl of Pembroke, and then to 

S.imon Mountfort, earl of Leicefter; and !fabella married 

to the emperor Frecleric II. All thefe children were 

born to him by !fabella of Angoulefme, his fecond wife. 

e P. t6g. f M. Paris, 170. 

flis 
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His illegitimate children were numerous; but none of C H A P. 

them were any wife diil:inguifued. ~ 
IT was this king, who, in the ninth year of his reign, u16 • 

.firft gave by charter to the city of London, the right of 
electing annually a mayor out of its own body, an office 
which was till now held for life. He gave the city alfo 
power to elect and remove its fueriffs at pleafure, and its 
common-council-men annually. London bridge was 
finifued in this reign : The former bridge was of wood. 
Maud the emprefs was the fidt that built a frone bridge 
in England. 
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A P P E N D I X II. 

The FEUDAL and 1"\NGLO-NORMAN 
GovERNMENT and MANNERS. 

Origin of the feudal law --Its progrefs --Feudal 

government of England--'fhe feudal parliament 

-'I'he commons--Judicial power--Reve .. 

nue of the crown--Commerce--'I'he church 

--Civil Laws--Manners. 

T HE feudal law is the chief foundation, both of Appendix. 
IT. 

the political government and of the jurifprudence, ~ 

el1ab1ilhed by the Normans in England. Our fubjeet 

therefore requires, that we lhould form a jufl: idea of this 

law, in order to explain the frate, as well of that king-

dom, as of all other kingdoms of Europe, which, 

during thofe ages, were governed by fimilar infiitutions. 

And though I am fenfible, that I mufi here repeat many 

obfervations and reflections, which have been communi-

cated by others g; yet, as every book, agreeably to t!-le 

obfervation of a great hifiorian h, lhould be as complete 

as poffible within itfelf, and iliould never refer, for any 

thing material, to other books, it will be neceffary, in 

this place, to deliver a fhort plan of that prodigious fa-

bric, which, for feveral centuries, preferved fuch a mix-

tu,re of liberty and oppreilion, order and anarchy, frabi .. 

g L'Efprit de Loix. Dr. Robertfon's Hifrory 6lfS,otland. 

h Padre Paolo Hift, Cone. Trid. 

H3 lity 
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Appendix Iity and revolution, as was never experienced in any other 
~age or any other part of the world. 
Origin of AFTER the northern nations had fubdued the provinces 
the feudal • • · JL 
law. of the Roman emptre, they were obliged to efrabluu a 

fyfrem of government, which migpt fecure their con
quefrs, as well againft the revolt of their numerous fub
jeB:s, who remained in the provinces, as from the inroads 
of other tribes, who might be tempted to ravi!h from them 
their new acquifitions. The great change of circum
frances made them here depart from thofe infritutions, 
which prevailed among them, while they remained in the 
forefrs of Germany ; yet was it frill natural for them to 
retain, in their prefent fettlement, as much of their an· 
cient cufroms as was compatible with their new fitua· 
tion. 

THE German governments, being more a confederacy 
of independant warriors, than a civil fubjetl:ion, derived 
their principal force from many inferior and voluntary af
fociations, which individuals formed under a particular 
head or chieftain, and which it became the highefi point 
of honour to maintain with inviolable fidelity. The glory 
of the chief confified in the number, the bravery, and 
the zealous attachment of hi.s retainers: The duty of the 
retainers required, that they fhould accompany their 
chief in all wars and dangers, that they fhould fight and 
perifh by his fide, and that they fhould efieem his renown 
or his favour a fufficient recompencc for all their fer
vices i. The prince himfelf was no.thing but a great 
chieftain, who was chofen from amo.:1g the refr, on ac-

• count of his fuperior valour or nobility; and who derived 
his power from the voluntary affociation or attachment of 
the other chieftains. 

WHEN a tribe governed by thefe ideas, and aCtuated 
by thefe principles, fubdued a large territory, they found, 

i Tacit. de Mor, Germ, 

6 that~ 
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that, though it was neceffary to keep themfel ves in a mi- Appendix 

litary pofiure, they could neither remain unhed in a body,~ 
nor take up their quarters in feveral garrifons, and that 

their manners and infiitutions debarred them from ufing 

thefe expedients; the obvious ones, which, in a like fitu-

ation, would have been employed by a more civilized na-

tion. Their ignorance in the art of finances, and per-

haps the devafiations infeparable from fuch violent con-

quells, rendered it impracticable for them to levy taxes 

fufficient for the pay of numerous armies; and their 

repugnance to fubordination, with their attachment to 

rural pleafures, made the life of the camp or garrifon, if 

perpetuated during peaceful times, extremely odious and 

difguftful to them. They feized, therefore, fuch a por-

tion of the conquered lands as appeared neceffary; 

they affigned a fuare for fupporting the dignity of their 

prince and government; they difiributed other parts, un-

der the title of fiefs, to the chiefs; thefe made a new 

partition among their retainers; the exprefs condition of 

all thefe grants was, that they might be refumed at plea-

fure, and that the poffe!for, fo long as he enjoyed them, 

1hould frill remain in readinefs to take the field for the 

defence of the nation. And though the conquerors im-

mediately feparated, in order to enjoy their new acquifi-

tions, their martial difpofition made them readily fulfil 

the terms of their engagement : They affembled on the 

firfi alarm; their habitual attachment to the chieftain 

made them willingly fubmit to his command; and thus a 
regular military force, though concealed, was always ready., 

to defend, on any emergence, the interefr and honour of 

the community. 

WE are not to imagine, that all the conquered lands 

were feized by the northern conquerors ; or that the 

whole of the land thus fcizcd was fubjeB:ed to thofe mi

litary fervices. This fuppofition is confuted by the hif-

H + tory 
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Appendix: tory of all the nations on the continent. Even thl! 
11. 

~idea, given us of the German manners by the Roman 

Progrl'fs rf 
the -fc:uddl 
law. 

hifl:orian, may convince us, that that bold people would 

never have been content with fo p:-ccarious a fub· 

fifl:ence, or have fought to procure eflablifhments, which 

were only to continue during the good pleafure of their 

fovereign. Though the northern chieftains accepted of 

lands, which, being confidered as a kind of military pay, 

might be refumcd at the will cf the king or general ; they 

allo took polfeffion of efl:ates, which, being hereditary 

and i ndependant, enabled them to maintain their native 

liberty, and fupport, without court-favour, the honour 

of their rank and family. 

BuT there is a great difference, in the confeq uences, 

between the difl:ribution of a pecuniary fubfifl:ence~ and 

the affignment of lands burthened with the condition of 

military fervice. The delivery of the former, at the 

weekly, monthly, or annual terms of payment, frill re

calls the idea of a voluntary gratuity from the prince, and 

reminds the foldier of the precarious tenure by which he 

holds his commiffion. But the attachment, naturally 

formed with a fixed portion of land, gradually be gets the 

idea of fomething like property, and makes the poffelfor 

forget his dependant fituation, and the condition which 

was at firfl: annexed to the grant. It feemed equitable, 

that one who had cultivated and fowed a field, fhould 

reap the harvefl:: Hence fiefs, which were at firft entirely 

precarious, were foon made annual. A man, who had 

employed his money in building, planting, or other im

provements, expeCted to reap the fruits of his labour or 

expence: Hence they were next granted during a term of 

years. It would be thought hard to expel a man from his 

poffeffions, who had alw:1ys done his duty, and performed 

the conditions on which he originally received them: 

Hence the chieftains, in a fubfeq uent period, thought 

themfcl ves 
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themfelves entitled to demand the enjoyment of their feu- Appendix 

dal lands during life. It was found, that a man would ~ 
more willingly expofe himfelf in battle, if affured, that 
his family fhould inherit his poffeffions, and fhould not be 
left by his death in want and poverty : Hence fiefs were 
made hereditary in families, and defcended, during one 

age, to the fon, then to the grandfon, next to the bro-

thers, and afterwards to more difrant relations k. The 

idea of property ftole in gradually upon that of military 
pay; and each century made fome fenfible addition to the 
ftability of fiefs and tenures. 

IN all thefe fucceffive acquifitions, the chief was fup
ported by his vaffals; who, having originally a ftrong 
connexion with him, augmented by the confiant inter
courfe of good offices, and by the friendihip arifing from 
vicinity and dependance, were inclined to follow their 

leader againft all his enemies, and voluntatily, in his pri
vate quarrels, paid him the fame obedience, to which by 
their tenure they were bound in foreign wars. \Vhile he 
daily advanced new pretenfions to fecure the poffdiion of 

his fuperior fief, they expetl:ed to find the fame advantage, 
in acquiring ftability to their fubordinate ones; and they 

zealoufly oppofed the intrufion of a new lvrd, who would 
be inclined, as he was fully intitlcd, to befiow the pof
feffion of their lands on his own favourites and retainers. 

Thus the authority of the fovereign gradually decayed; 
and each noble, fortified in his own territory by the at

tachment of his vaffals, became too powerful to be ex

pelled by an order from the throne; and he ft:cured by 
law what he had at firfl: acq uirecl by ufurpation. 

DuRING this precarious ftate of the fuprcme power, a 
difference would immediately be experienced between 
thofe portions of territory \ rhich were fu bjeCl:ed to the 
feudal tenures, and thofe which were poffeifcd by an allo-

k Lib. Feud. lib. J. ti•. x. 

dial 



106 H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L ~ N D. 

:Appendix dial or free title. Though the latter polfeffions had at 
H. r 
~ firft been efl:eemed much preferable, they were 1oon found, 

by the progreffive changes introduced into public and pri

vate law, to be of an inferior condition to the former. 
The poffeffors of a feudal territory, united by a regu
lar fubordination under one chief, and by the mutual 

attachments of the vaffals, had the fame advantages over 
the proprietors of the other, that a difciplined army enjoys 
over a difperfed multitude; and were enabled to commit 
with impunity a11 injuries on their defencelefs neighbours. 
Every one, therefore, haftened to feek that protetl:ion 
which he found fo neceffary; and each allodial proprie
tor, refigning his poffeffions into the hands of the king, 
or of fome nobleman refpetl:ed for power or valour, re
ceived them back with the condition of feudal fervices 1, 

which, though a burden fomewhat grievous, brought him 
ample compenfation, by conneCting him with the neigh
bouring proprietors, and placing him under the guardian
fuip of a potent chi~ftain. The decay of the political 
government thus neceffarily occafioned the extenfion of 
the feudal: The kingdoms of Europe were univerfally 
divided into baronies, and thefe into inferior fiefs : And 
the attachment of vaffals to their chief, which was at 
fidl: an effential part of the German manners, was frill 
fupported by the fame caufes from which it at firft arofe; 

the neceffity of mutual proteB:ion, and the continued in
tercourfe, between the head and the members, of benefits 
and fervices. 

BuT there was another circumfiance, which corrobo

rated thefe feudal dependancies, and tended to copnect 

the vaffals with their fuperior lord by an indiffoluble bond 

of union. The northern conquerors, as well as the more 
early Greeks and Romans, embraced a policy, which is 
unavoidable to all nations that have made £lender advances 

l Marculf, Form. 47~ apud Lindenbr. p. 1238, 

in 
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in refinemettt : Thev te.very w.Jiete uaited the civil pur if- Appenais 

~ di8ion wi:tft the military power.. ·Law, in its ce>mmmoe-~ 
1r~ ment, was not an intricate fcience, and was more go-
~ verned by maxims m equity~ wh· eh feem obVlious to tom-

mon fenfe, than by numerous and fubtile principles, ap-
~ plied to a variety of cafes biy ,uofou.n<l reafonin~ .froM 

analogy. A-n oftieer, t:hoegh ke had p"' ffed his l.ire iA 
the field, WM ahle to determime all legal contrOIVerfres 
whiCh could occur within me dHhid: committed to his 
cha~; and his decmons w.ere the moft likt!ly o meet 
with a prompt and ready obrdience, f..-om men who r-e
fpcCled his p~on, and weDe accuttomed to aa: under his 
command. The profit, arifing_ilmn punifuments, which 
were then chiefly pecuniary, was another reafon ror his 
deuring to retain the judici1ll power; an:d when his fief 
became hereditary, -tbis aut:Jiqrit-y, w-hieh OWM e · ial to 
it, was alfo tranfmitted tg hi6 pofil:rity. The cou11ts and 
other magiftrates, whole power was merdy ~flii!ial, -were 
tempted, in imitation .of th~ .feudal lords, wMm thrr re
fembled in fo many particulafs, to render ,their igniq 
perpetual and hereditary ; and in the decline of the rega 
power, they found fto difficulty in making ~d:th~if 
tenfions. After this manner the Vlfr fabric {l)f feodal fub
ord.inatiOD llmeame quite · (ol.id · and (:6lll:f>I'Cb$ftte:; i 
formed every ,..here .an .e[en~al ~~t of the ~liaiCal ~on· 
ilitu.tiw ; ~d the Norman and other 'bardn , - fol .. 
lowed..dle i'-rt~.mes ft7f Will.iam., were fo actu omed 'tb it, 
that ey tould -fcarcely form: an idea of :any other f~iee 
of civil g<lv4lfDment 111• 

'FH• a , who conquered Eagland, as tHey er-
minated 1111 ·eat inhabitants, and thought ilierrlfelves 
fecurerl by cbt fea agM ft fieW iflvaders, found it lef'S re.. 

} 

• m The ideas of the feudal BO'fUDQlent were fo rooted, that even Jawyen, 
10 thofe as~, could not form a. 111 • f. 1lf otlau onl\itutioD. R~glfltm, 
(~ay• Bratlon, lib, 2., cap. 34•) fJII.d r, t:~;b '11 hhnillluJJiitiMr #tfJII• 

jllUIIIm, 

quifite 
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.Appendix quilite to maintain themfelves in a military pofiure: The 
~quantity of land, which they anne~ed to offices, feems to 

have been of fmall value ; and for that reaCon continued 
the longer in its original fituation, and was always pof· 
feffed during pleaCure by thoCe who were intrufied with 
the command. TheCe conditions were too precarious to 
fatisfy theN orman barons, who enjoyed more indepen .. 
dant poffeffions and jurifdiCl:ions in their own country; 
and William was obliged, in the new difiribution of land; 
to copy the tenures, which were now become univerCal on 
the continent. England of a fudden became a feudal 
kingdom n; and received all the advantages, and was ex.:. 
poCed to all the inconveniencies, incident to ~hat fpecies 
of civil polity. ~ 

'the feudal AccoRDING to the principles of the feudal law, the 
tovernment • _ 
ef England. kmg was the fupreme lord of the landed property: All 

poffeffors, who enjoyed the fruits or revenue of any part 
of it, held thofe privileges, either mediately or immedi
ately, of him; and their property was conceived to be, in 
fome degree, conditional o. The land wa3 ftill appre
hended to be a fpecies of benefice, which was the original 
conception of a feudal property ; and the vaffal owed, in 
return for it, ftated Cervices to his baron, as the barort 
himCelf did for his land to the crown. The vafial was 
obliged to defend his baron in war ; and the baron, at 
the head of his vaffals, was bound to fight in defence of 
the king and. kingdom. But befides theCe military Cervices, 
which were cafual, there were others irnpofed of a civil 
nature, which were more confi:ant and durable .. 

THE northern nations had no idea, that any man, 
trained up to honour, and enured to arms, was ever to he 
governed, without his own conCent, by the a_bColute will 
of another ; or that the adminifiration of j uftice was ever 

11 Coke Comm. on Lit. P• I, 2. ad rea:. It 
P• tog. Smith de Rep, llb, 3• cap. 10, 

• Somner of Gavelk. 
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to be exercifed by the private opinion of any one magi- AppendiJ~: 
:{hate, without the concurrence of fome other perfons, ~ 
whofe interefr might induce them to check his arbitrary 
and iniquitous decifions. The king, therefore, when he 
found it neceffary to demand any fervice of his barons or 
chief tenants, beyond what was due by their tenures, 
was obliged to affemble them, in order to obtain their 
conflnt: And when it was neceffary to determine any con .. 
troverfy, which might arife among the barons themfelves, 
the queftion muft be difcuffed in their prefence, and be 
aecided according to their opinion or advice. In thef~ 
two circumfl:ances of confent and advice, confi.fred chiefly 
the civil Cervices of the ancient barons; and thefe implied 
aB the confiderable incidents of government. In one 
view, the baruns regarded this attendance as their prin-
cipal privilege; in another, as a grievous hurden. That 
no momentous affairs could be tranfatled without their 
confent and advice, was in general efl:eemed the great fecu-
rity of their poffeffions and dignities : But as they reaped 
no immediate profit from their attendance at court, and 
were expofed to great inconv!=nience and charge by an ab-
fence from their own efiates, every one was glad to ex ... 
empt himfelf from each particular exertion of this power; 
and was pleafed bot~ that the call for that duty fhould 
feldom return upon him, and that others fhould undergo 
the burden in his fiead. The kino-, on the other hand 0 , 

was ufuall y at;xious, for feveral reafons, that the af-
fembly of the b~rons {hou1d be full at every fiated or cafual 
meeting : 'r?is attendance ~as the ~hief badge of their 
fu bordination to his crown? and drew them from that in
depen,da~ce which they were apt to affea in their own 
cafl:les and manors ; and where the meeting was thin or 
i_ll a~tended? its determinations had lefs authority, and 
commanded not ~o ready an ob~di~nce from the whole 

ommunity. 
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Appendix THE cafe was the fame with the barons in their courts 
~as vith the king in the fupreme council of the nation. It 

was requifite to affemble the vaffals, in order to determine 
by their vote a!ly q ueftion which regarded the barony~ 
and they fat along with the chief in all trials? whether 
civil or criminal, which occurred within the limits of their 
jurifd ;~ion. They were bot+nd to pay fuit and fervice at 
the court of their baron; and as their tenure wa~ military, 
an.d confequently honourable, they were admitted into his 
fociety, and partook of his frie!ldlhip. 'fhus, a kingdom 
was confj.dered only a~ ~ great barony, and a barony as "
fmall kingdom. The barons were peers to each other in 
the national council, ~nd, in fop1e degree, companions tq 
the king : The vaffals were peers to each othe~ i!l the court 
of barony, and companions tq th~ir baron P: 

BuT though this refemblance (o far too,k place, the 
vaiTals, by the n;atural courfe of th~ngs, uniyerfallyl 
in the feuda~ conftitl!tions, fell i.qto a greater fubor
dinadon under the baron, than the baron himfelf under 
his fovereign ; and thefe government~ h~d a ~eceffary 
anq infallible tendency to augment the power pf the 
nobles. The great chief, refiding in his country-feat, 
which he was commonly allowed to fortify, lofi, in a 
great me~fure, his connexion or a~quaip~an~e with the 
prince; and added eyery day new force ~o his a4thority 
over the ya!fals of the barony. T'hey received from him 
educatioq in all military exercifes : ~is hofpitality inv}ted 
them to live and enjoy fo~iety in his hall : Their leifure:t 
which was great, made them perpetual retainers on hi~ 
perfon, and partakers of his country fports and amufe .. 
ments: They had no means of gratifying their ambitioq 
but by making a figure in his train: His favour and coun
tenance was their greatefi honour : His difpleafure expo fed 
them to contempt and ignominy: And they felt every 

P Du Cange Gloff. in verb. Par, Cujac, Commun. in Lib. Feud, lib. 1. 
tit. p. IS. Spelm, Gloif, in verb. 

moment 
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moment the neceffity of his protection, both in the con- ApJtendix: 

troverfies which occurred with other vaffals, and what was~ 
more material, in the daily inroads and injuries which 
were committed by the neighbouring barons. During the 
time of general war, the fovereign, who marched at the 
head of his armies, and was the great protector of the 
ftate, always acquired fome acceffion to his authority, 
which he lofi during the intervals of peace and tranquil-
lity : But the loofe police, incident to the feudal confri-
tutions, maintained a perpetual, though fecret hofiility, 
between the feveral members of the ftate ; and the vaffals 
found no means of fecuring themfel ves againfi the injuries, 
to which they were continually expofed, but l>y clofely 
adhering to their chief, and falling into a fubmiffive depend-
ance upon him. 

IF the feudal government was fo little favourable to the 
true liberty even of the military vaffal, it was frill more 
defiruCl:ive of the independance and fecurity of the other 
members of the ftate, or what in a pr0per fenfe we call 
the people. A great part of them were ferfs, and lived 
in a flate of abfolute flavery or villainage: The other in
habitants of the country paid their rent in fervices, which 
were in a great meafure arbitrary; and they could expeCl: 
no redrefs of injuries, in a court of barony, from men, 
who thought they had a right to opprefs and tyrannize 
over them : The towns were fituated either within the 
demefnes of the king, or the lands of the great barons, 
and were almofi entirely fubjeCl:ed to the abfolute will of 
their m after. The languilhing :fiate of commerce kept the 
~nhabitants poor and contemptible; and the political in
ftitutions were calculated to render that poverty perpetual. 
The barons and gentry, living in ruftic plenty and hof
pitality, gave no encouragement to the arts, and had no 
demand for any of the more elaborate manufatlures : 
Every profeffion was held in contempt but that of arms: 
And if any merchant or manufaClurer rofe by induftry 

and 
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Appendix and frugality to a degree of opulence, he found himfelf 

~but the more expofed to injuries, from the envy and avi· 

dity of the military nobles. 
THESE concu: ring caufes gave the feudal governments 

fo fl:rong a bias towards 2.rifrocracy, that the royal autho

rity was extremely eclipfcd in all the European frates; 

anJ, infread of dreading the growth of monarchical power, 

we might rather expect, that the community would every 

where crumble into fo many independant baronies, and 

lofe the political union, by which they were cemented. 

In elcct;ve monarchies, the event was commonly anfwer

able to th:s expectation ; and the barons, gaining ground 

on every vacancy of the throne, raifed themfelves almofr 

to a fiate of fovereignty, and facrificed to their power both 

the rig,hts of the crown and the liberties of the people. 

Bu hereditary monarchies had a principle of authority, 
which was not fo eafily fubverted; and there were feveral 

caufes, which frill maintained a degree of influence in the 

hands of the fovcreign. 

THE greatefi: baron could never lofe view entirely of 

thofe principles of the feudal confiitution, which bound 
him, as a vaffal, to fubmifiion and fealty towards his 

prince; becaufe he was every moment obliged to have 

recourfe to thofe principles, in exacting fealty and fub

miffion from his own vaffals. The leffer barons, finding 

that the annihilation of royal authority left them expofed 

without proteCtion to the infults and injuries of more po

tent neighbours, naturally adhered to the crown, and 

promoted the execution of general and equal laws. The 

people had frill a fhonger interefi: to defire the grandeur of 

the fovereign; and th~ king, being the legal magifrrate, 

who fuffered by every internal convulfion or oppreffion, 

and who regarded the great nobles as his immediate rivals, 

affumed the falutary office of general guardian or protector 

:l· th:! commons. Befides the prerogatives \".'ith which 

~he 
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the law invefi:ed him ; his large demefnes and numerous Appendix 
II. 

retainers rendered him, in one fenfe, the greatefl: baron "--.._r---J 

in his kingdom; and where he was poflcffed of perfonal 

vigour and abilities (for his fituation required thefe ad..; 

vantages) he was commonly able to preferve his authority, 

and maintain his fl:ation as head of the community, and 

the chief fountain of law and jufl:ice. 

THE fidl: kings of the Norman race were favoured by 

another circumfiance, which preferved them from the en

croachments of their barons. They were generals of a 

conquering army, which was obliged to continue in a 

military pofiure, and to m~intain great fubordination un

der their leader, in order to fecure themfelves fro~ the 

revolt of the numerous natives, whom they had bereaved 

of all their properties and privileges. But though this 

circumfiance fupported the authority of William and his 

immediate fucceffors, and rendered them extremely abfo

lute, it was lofi as foon as the Norman barons began to 

incorporate with the nation, to acquire a fecurity in their 

poffeffions, and to fix their influence over their vaffals-1 

tenants, and flaves. And the irnmenfe fortunes, which 

the Conqueror had befiowed on his chief captains, ferved 

to fupport the~r independance, and make them formidable 

to the fovereign. 

HE gave, for infl:ance, to Hugh de Abrincis, his fifter's 

fon, the whole county of Che.fier, which he erected into 

a palatinate, and rendered by his grant almofl: independant 

of the crown :. Robert, earl of Mortalgne had 97 3 ma

nors and lordfhips: Allari, earl ofBritanny and Richmond, 

442 : Odo, bilhop of Baieux, 4 39 r : Geoffrey, bifbop 

of Coutance, 280 s: Waiter Giffard, earl of Bucking

ham, 107 : William, earl Warrenne, 298, befides 28 

towns or hamlet3 in Yorkfhire : Todenei, 8 r : Roger 

q Cambd. in Chefh. Spel. Glo!f, io verb. Comes Palatima. 

r Rrady's ~ilt. p. 198. ~oo. • Order. Vital·, 

VoL. II. I ijigod; 
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AppAnoi:l Bigod, 123: Robert, earl of Eu, I 19-: Roger Mort{-

~ mer, 132, befides feveral hamlets: Robert de Stafford, 

130: \V alter de Eurus, earl of Salifbury, 46: Geoffrey 

de Mandeville, I 18 : Richard de Clare, I 7 I : Hugh de 

Beauchamp, 47 : Bald win de Ridverst 164: Henry de 

Ferrers~ 222: William de Percy, I 19 t: Norman d'Arcy,. 

33 u. Sir Henry Spelman computes,. that, in the large 

county of Norfolk, there were not, in the Conqueror,.s

titne, above fixty-fix proprietors of land w. Men, pof

fdfed of fuch princely revenue~ and jurifdictions, could 

r\.ot long be retained in the rank of fubjects.. The great 

earl vVarrenne, in a fubfeq.uent reign,. when he was quef

tioned concerning his right to the lands which he poffcff ... 

ed, drew his fword, which he produced as his title; add

i-ng, that William the Bailard did not conquer the kingdom 

himfelf; but that the baroas, and his an~eilor among the 

reil, were joint adventurers in the enterprize x. 

'The feudal THE fupreme legif.l.ative power of England was lodg ... 
parliament. d · t__ k" d ·1 h f e m tu~:: mg an great counc1 , or w at was a ter-

wards called the parl"iament. It is not doubted but the 

archbifhops, biihops, and mofr confiderable abbots were 

confrituent members of this council. They fat by a. 
(louble title: By prefcription, as ha:ving always poiTe!fed 

that privilege, through the whole Saxon period, from the 

firil eilablifhment of Chi-ifrianity; and by their right of 

baronage, as holding of the king in tapite by military fer

vice. Thefe two titles of the prelates were never accu .. 

rately difri'Il"t~uiihed. \Vhen the ufurpati-ons of the church· 

had rifen to fuch a height, as to make the bi{hops affeCt 

a fcparate dominion, and regard their feat in parliament 

t Dugdale's Baronage, fr0m Domefday-book, vol. i. p. 6o. 74• iii. 
112., 131. IJ6• Il8• IS6· 17{,. 200, zo7. ~2j. 1. 54• 1 57.269. 

1 Ibid. P• 369. It 1~ remarkable that this f4mily of d'Arcy, feems to be 
~he only male defcendmts of any of the Conqueror's barons now remaining 
.lmor:g the peers. Loru Holderneffe is the heir of that family. 

·v Spel. Gloff. in verb. Do114day.. J<; Dcg. Bar. vol. i. p. 7fJ 
l id. or: ~i11es J'Jridiciale•, F· 1 3• 

as 
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as a degradation of their epifcopal dignity; the king in- _Appendix 

lifred, that they wete barons, and, oi1 that account, oblig-~ 
ed, by the general principles of the feudal law, to attend 
on him in his great coun_cils r. Yet there fl:ill remained 
fome praCtices, which fuppofed their title to be derived 
merely from ancient poffeffi.on: When a bilhop was 

eleCted, he fat in parliament before the kirig had made 

bim refl:ittition of his temporalities; and during the va-
cancy of a fee, he guardian of the fpiritualities was fum..; 
rnoned to attend along with the biihops. 

T:Ht barons were another confiituent part of the great 
touricil of the nation. Thefe held immediately of the 
trown by a miiitaty tenute: They v:cre the mofl: honour.;;. 
able members of the fl:ate, and had a right to be confulted 
in all public deliberations : They were the immediate 

vaffals of the ctf'wn, and owed as a ftrvice t?eir attendance 
in the court of their ftipreme lord. A refolution, taken 
without their confent, was likely to be but ill executed : 
And no determination of any taufe ot corttrbverfy ambng · 
them had any validity, where the 't'Ote and advice of the 
body did not cbncur. The dignity of earl or count was 
official and tei"ritorial; as well as hereditary; and as all 
the earls were alfo barons, they were confiderea as mili-- . 

tary vaffals of the crown; were admitted in that capacity 

into the general council, and formed the mofl: honourable 

and powerful branch of it. 
BuT there was another dafs of the immediate military 

tenants of the crown, no lefs or probably more numerous 

tHan the barons, the tenants in capite by knights fcrvice; 
and thefe; however inferior in power or property, held by 
a tenure, which was equally honourable with that of the 
others. A barony was commonly compofed of feveral 
knights fees: And though the number feems not to have 
been exatlly defined, feldom conftficd of lefs than fifty 

y Spel. Gloff. in verb. EarD, 

1 2 hydes 
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Appendix hydes of land z : But where a man held of the king only 

~one or two knights fees, he was frill an immediate vaffal 

of the crown, and as fuch had a title to have a feat in the 

general councils. But as this attendance was ufually 

efteemed a burthen, and one too great for a man of £lender 

fortune to bear con:ftantly; it is probable, that, though 
he h~d a title, if he plcafed, to be admitted, he was not 
obliged, by any penalty, like the barons, to pay a regular 

attendance. All the immediate military tenants of the 

crown amounted not fully to 700, when Domefday-book 
was framed; and as the members were well pleafed, on 
any pretext, to cxcufe themfclves from attendance, the 

affembly was never likely to become too numerous for the 

The corn-
mons. 

difpatch of public bufinefs. 
So far the nature of a general council or ancient par-

liament is determined without any doubt or controverfy. 

The only queftion feems to be with regard to the com
mons, or the reprefentatives of counties and boroughs; 

whether they were alfo, in more early times, confrituent 
parts of parliament? This queftion was once difputed in 

England with great acrimony: But fuch is the force of 

time and evidence, that they can fometimes prevail even 

over facrion; and the queftion feems, by general confent, 
and even by their own, to be at laft determined againfi: 

the ruling party. It is agreed, that the commons were 

no part of the great council, till fome ages after the con
quefi:; and that the military tenants alone of the crown 

compofed that fupreme and legiflative affembly. 
THE vafEtls of a baron were by their tenure imme

diately dependant on him, owed attendance at his court, 

ana paid all their duty to the king, through that depend-

· z Four hydes made one knight's fee : The relief of a barony was twelve 

. times greater than that of a kn1ght's fee; whence we may conjetlure its 

ufual value. Spe!m. Gloff. in verb. Fendum. 1 here were :343 6co hydes in 

:EP-;;land, and 6o,215 knights fees ; whence it is evident that there were a 

little mne ~ h :m fou · h; ces in each knight\ fee, 
ance 
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a net= which their lord was obliged by his tenure to acknow- Appendix 
11. 

ledge to his fovereign and fuperior. Their land, corn-~ 

prehended in the barony, was reprefented in parliament 

by the baron himfelf, who was fuppofed, according to 
the fiCl:ions of the feudal law, to poffefs the diretl: pro-
perty of it; and it would have been deemed incongruous 
to give it any other reprefentation. They fl:ood in the 
fame capacity to him, that he and the other barons did to 
the king: The former were peers of the barony; the 
latter were peers of the realm : The vafi'als poffeifed a 
fubordinate rank within their difiritt; the baron enjoyed 

a fuperior dignity in the great affembly: They were in 
fome degree his companions at home; he the king's com-
panion at court : And nothing can be more evidently 

repugnant to all feudal ideas, and to that gradual fub

orclination, which was efiential to thofe ancient infl:itu-
tions, than to imagine that the king would apply either 
for the advice or confent of men, who were of a rank 

fo much inferior, and whofe duty was immediately paid 

to the mefnc lord, that was interpofed between them and 
the throne a. 

IF jt be unreafonablc to think, that the vaffals of a 

barony, though their tenure was military and noble and 

honourable, were ever fummoned to give their opinion in 
national councils, much lefs can it Le fuppofed, that the 
tradefmen or. inhabitants of boroughs, whofe condition 
was fo much inferior, would be admitted to that privilege. 

It appears from Domefday, that the greatefl: boroughs 

were, at the time of the conquefr, fcarcely more than 
country villages ; and that the inhapitants lived in entire 
dependance on the king or great lords, and were of a fia

tion little better than fervile b. They were not then fo 

much as incorporated; they formed no community; were 

a Spelm. Gloff. in verb. Baro', 

b Libtr ho11:o anci1ntly tignified a gentleman: For fcarce any one betide 

was entirely free. Spelm. G loH: in verbo. 

I 3 not 
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Appendix not regarded as a body politic; and being really nothing 

~but a number of ~ow dependant tradefmen, liying, withou~ 
any particular civil tie, in neighbourhood together, they 

were incapable of being reprefentecl in the ftates of the 

kingdom. Even in France, a country which made mor~ 
early advances in ;arts and civility than England, the firft 

corpor~tion is fixty years pofierior to the conqueft under 

the duke of Normandy; and the ereCl:ing of thefe corn .. 

munities wa-s an invention of +.-ewis the Grofs, in order 

to free the people from flavery under the lords, and to 

give them protection, by means of certain privileges and 

a feparate jurifdiCl:ion c. An ancient French wr~ter cail~ 
them .a new and wicked device, to procure liberty to 
naves, and encourage ~hem in fhaking off the dominion 

of their mafters d. rfhe famous charter, as it is C?-lled1 

of the Conqueror to the city of London? though granted 

at a time when he affumed the appearance of gentlenef~ 

and lenity, is nothing but a letter of protection? and ~ 
declaration that the citizens ihould not be treated as 

Jlaves e. By the Englifh feudal law, the fuperior lord 

was prohibited from marrying his female ward to a bur

gefs or a villain f; fo near were thefe two ranks efteemed 

to each other, and fo much inferior to the nobility and 

gentry. Befides poffeffing the advantages of birth, riches! 

civil powers and privileges, the nobles and gentlemer:

alone were armed ; a circumftance, which gave them a 
mighty fuperiority, in an age when nothing but the mili

tary profeHion was honourable, and when the loofe exe .. 

cution of laws gave fo much encoungement to open 

violence, and rendered it fo decifive in all difputes and 
4:ontroverfics ~. ' 

THE great fimilarity among the feudal governments 

f>f Europe is wep known to every man? that has any 

c Du Cange's Glcff. in VC! b. cat•:mrmc: c~mmu1. itu·. d Guibertut, 

::le •,ita fua, lib. 3· cap. 7• e Stat. of Merton, !235· ea!'• 6. 
f Holin~!becl, vol. i1i. P• rs, g M"dcx'~ BJtron. Angl. p. 19. 

acq uai n tan c~ 
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:equaintance with ancient hifiory; and the antiquaries AppendilC 

of all foreign countries, where the q ueflion was never~ 
embarraffed by party difputes, have allowed, that the 

' commons came very late to be admitted to a iliare in the le-
giflative power. In Normandy particularly, whofe confii-
tution was moft likely to be William's model in railing 

n(: his new fabric of Englilh government, the fiates were 

~J· entirely compofed of the clergy and nobility; and the 

r& firfi: incorporated boroughs or communities of that dutchy 
ai were Roiien and Falaife, which enjoyed their privilege$ 

by a grant of Philjp Augufi:us in the year 1207 h. All 
the ancient Engli!h hifiorians, when they mention the 

-great council of the nation, call it an affem bly of. the 
baronage, nobility, or great men; and none of their exo~ 
preffions, though feveral hundred paffages might be pro
duced, can, without the utmoft violence, be tortured to 
t1. meaning, which will admit the commons to be confi:i
tuent members of that body i. If in the long period of 

200 years, whioh elapfed between the Conqucft and the 
latter end of Henry Ill. and which abounded in faCl:ions, 

revolutions, and convulfions of all kinds, the houfe of 
commons never performed one fingle legiflative aCt, fo 
confiderable as to be once mentioned by any of the nu
merous hifiorians of that age, they muft have been totally 

h Norman. Du Chefnii, p. 1066. Du Cange Gloif. in verb. commune. 

i Sometimes the hiftorians mention the people, populw, as a part of the 

parliament: But they always mean the laity, in oppofition to the clergy. 

Some~imes, the word, communitas, is found; but it always means communitas 

.haronogii. Thefe points are clearly proved by Dr. Braay. There is alfo 

mention fometirnes made of a crowd or multitude that thronged into the 

great council on particul-ar intc;rei'ting occafions; but as deputies from boroughs 

are never once fpoke of, the proof, that they had not then :;my exiflence, be

{:Omes the moft certain and under.iable. Thefe never could mak.e a crowd, as 

they mull have had a regular place affigned them, if they had made a regular 

part of the legiOativc body. There w,erc on.ly 130 boroughs who received 

writs of fnmmons from Edl.\'ard I. It i~ exprefsly faid in Gefta Reg. Steph. 

p. 932, that it was ufual for the populace, 'Vulgus, to crowd into the great 

councils; where they were plainly mere fpectatvr.s~ 01.0d could only gratify 

their curiofity, 
. ~nfignifi-

• 
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Appendix infiP"nificant: And in that cafe, what reafon can be ar-
II. o 
~ figned for their ever being affemb!ed ? Can it be fuppofed, 

that mep of fo little weight or importance poffeffed a 
negative voice againft the king and the barons ? Every 

·p~ge of the fubfeq uent hW:ori~s difcovers their exifience; 

though thefe hifiories are not written with greater accu

racy than the preceding ones, and indeed fcarcely equal 

them in that particular. The Magna Charta of king 

John provides, that no fcutage or aid fhould be impofed, 

either on the land or towns, but by confent of the great 

council ; and for more fecurity, it enumerates the perfons 

entitled to a feat in th:1t affembly, the prelates and imme

diate tenants of the crown, without any mention of the 

common~: An authority fo full, certain, and explicite, 

that nothing but the zeal of party could ever have pro

cured credit to any contrary hypothefis. 

IT was probably the ef(ample of the French baron~, 

which firfi emboldened the Engliih to require greater in

ciependance from their fovereign : It is alfo probable, that 

the boroughs and corporations of Englanq were efia

blifhed in imitation of thofe of Frapce. It may, there~ 

fore, be propofed as no tmlikely conjeCture, that both the 

chief privileges of the peers in England and the liberty 

of the commons were originally the growth of that fo

reign country. 
IN ancient times, men were little folicitous to obtain 

a place in the legiflative affemblies; and rather regarded 

their attendance as a burden, which was not compenfated 

by any return of profit or honour, proportionate to the 

trouble and expence. The only reafon for infiituting 

thofe public councils, was; on the part of the fubjeB:, 

that they defired fome fecurity from the attempts of ar

bitrary power; and on the part of the fovereign, that 

he defpaired of governing men of fuch independant fpirits 

withgu~ their own confent and concurrence. But the 

commons~ 
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commons, or the inhabitants of boroughs, had not as yet Appendix 

reached fuch a degree of confideration, as to defire fccurity ~ 
againtl: their prince, or to imagine, that, even if they 

were affemblea in a reprefentative body, they had power 

or rank fufficient to enforce it. The only protection, 

which they afpired to, was againfl: the immediate violence 

and injufiice of their fellow-citizens; and this advantage 

each of them looked for, from the courts of jufl:ice, or 

from the authority of fome great lord, to whom, by law 

or his own choice, he was attached. On the other hand, 

the fovereign was fufficiently affured of obedience in the 

whole community, if he procured the concurrence of th~ 

nobles; nor had he reafon to apprehend, that any order 

of the ftate could refi{l: his and their united authority. 

'I'he military fub-vaffals could en~ertain no idea of Qppof-

ing both their prince and tl1eir fuperiors: The burgeffes 

and tradefmen could much lefs af"pire to fuch a thought: 

And thus, even if hiftory were filent on the head, we have 

reafon to conclude, from the known fituation of fociety 

during thofe ages, that the con~mons were never admit

ted as members of the legiilative body. 

THE executive power of the Anglo-Norman govern

ment was lodged in the king. Befides the fiated meetings 

of the national council at the three great fefiivals of 

Chrifimas, Eafier, and Whitfuntide 1, he was accufl:om

cd, on any fudden exigence, to fummon them together. 

He could at his pleafure command the attendance of his 

barons and their vafTah, in which confified the military 

force of the kingdom; and could employ them, during 

forty days, eith~r in refifiing a foreign enemy, or re

ducing his rebellious fubjeB:s. And what was of great 

importance, the whole judicial power was ultimately in 

his hands, and was e~crcifed by officers and miniflers of 

pis app~intment. 

1 Dugc~ Orig. Jurid. p. 15. Spelm, Cldf. in verbo parliamentum. 
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Appendix THE general plan of the Anglo-N or man government 
1!. . d d 'd ~was, that the court of barony was appomte to ect e 

Judicial fuch controverfies as arofe between the feveral va:lfals or 
power. • b h h d d d fubjeCl:s of the fame arony; t e un re -court an 

county-court, which were fhll continued as during the 
Saxon times m, to judge between the fubjeCl:s of different 
baronies n; and the curia Regis or king's court, to give 

fentence among the barons themfelves 0
• But this plan, 

though fimple, was attended with fome circumftances? 
)Vhich, being derived from a very extenfive authority, 

a:ffumed by the Conqueror, contributed to inereafe the 

royal prerogative ; and as long as the ftate was not dif

turbed by arms, reduced every order of the community to 
{ome degree of dependance and fubordination. 

THE king himfelf often fat in his court, which alwayi 
:attended his perfon P : He there heard caufes and pro
nounced judgment q; and though he was affifted by the 
advice of the other members, it is not to be imagined 
that a decifion could eafily be obtained contrary to his 

inclination or opinion. In his ab fence the chief jufticiary 

prefided, who was the firil: magifirate in the ftate, an~ 

a kind of viceroy, on whom depended all the civil affairs 

m Ang. Sacra, vol. i. p. 334, &c. Dugd. Orig. Jurid. p. 2.7. 29· Madox 

Hilt. of Exch. p. 7 5, 76. Spdm Gloff'. in verbo hundred, 

n None of the feu:l.al governments in Europe had fuch inftitutions as th,e 

county-courts, which the great authority of the Conqueror ftill retained from 

the Sax on cuftoms. All the free holders of the county, even the great ell ba

rons, were obliged to attend the lherifl"s in thefe courts, l'nd to affilt them in 

the adminiftration of jull:ice, By this means, they nu~ived frequent and 

fenfible admonitions of their dependance on the king or fuprcme magiftrate: 

They formed a kind of community with their fellow barons and freeholder&: 

They were often drawn from th~ir individual and independant ftate, peculiar 

to the feudal fyO:em; and were made members of a political body : And per

h1ps, this inHitution ofcounty.cot;rts in Enrl fi n.d h-as had greater eff::cts on 

the government, than has yet been diftinetl y p •. inted o:..t by hi!lorians or 

ttlced by antiqnari~s. The buons were mver a hie to free themfelres from this 

iittendaflce on the flll'riff5 and itin?rant juftices till the reign of Henry 111. 

o Brady Pref. p. r4J. P Ma<Jox Hift cf"F:xch.-p, IC'J• q Bralton• 
Jih, .3• c~p. 9· § I, C!,•, IO, § .1• 

7 or 
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pf the kingdom r. The other chief officers ,of the crowA, Appendix 

~he confl:able, rnarefcha1, fenefchal, chamberl?in, trea-~ 
furer, and chancellor S, were members, togetl;ler with 

fuch feudal barons as thought proper to attend, ~nd the 

barons of the exchequer, who at firfl: were alfo feudal 

barons, appointed by the king r, This court, which 

was fometimcs called the King'-s c.ourt, fometimes the 

.court of Exchequer,judg_ed in all caufes, civil and crimi-

nal, and comprel ended the whole bufinefs, which is 

.QOW £bared out among fo~r COJ.Jrts, . the Chancery, the 

}(ings Bench, the Common Pleas, and the Exchequer u. 

SucH an accuml,llatiop ~f powers was itfelf a great 

fource of authority, and renpered the juri[diCl:ion of the 

court fonnid<;1ble to all th~ fubjeCts; but the turn, wpich 

judicial trials took foon after the Conquefr, ferved frill 

'more to inc,reafe its authority) a·nd to augll).ent the royal 

prerogatives. Vlilliam, arpgng the o~her violent changes, 

\ hich he attempted and effected, had introduced the 

·;N" orman l4w into England w, had ordered all the plead

ings to be in that tongue, and had interwoven, w~th the 

_;Engli!h j urifprudence, all the maxims and principles, 

which the Normans, mor.e advanced in cultivation, and 

11~tural1y litigious, were accuftomed tQ obferve in the 

difi:ribution of jufiice. Law now became a fcience, 

which at fid1 fell entirely into the hands of the Nor

.mans ; and which, even after it was communicated to 

.the Engli!h, required fo ffli)Ch frudy and application, 

.that the laity, in thofe ignorant ages, were incapable of 

.~ttaining it, .ang it was a myfl:ery almofi folely confined 

Jo the clergy, and chiefly to the monk~ x. The great 

r Spelm. Gloff. in verbo juflidarii. s Macox Hift. E~tch. p. 27. 

29. 33· 38, 41. 54• The Normans introduced the pra£l.ice of f.caling 

~harters; and the chancellor's office was to keeo the Great Seal. 'Ir.gu!ph. 

Dugd p. 33, 34• t Madox Hilt.ofthe Exch. p. 13·h 135• Gerv .. 

Dorob. P· I 387. u M~dox Hilt. of the Exch. p. s6. 10. w Di-al • 

. .Qe Scac, p. ;o. aru.d Mado~ Hi,1. of tr.e Exchequer. x Malmd.lib. 4• 

,. 1~3· office~s 
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.Appendix officers of the crown and the feudal barons, who were 
II. . 

"---v---' military men, found thcmfelves unfit to penetrate mto 
thofe obfcurities; and though they were entitled to a feat 
in the fupreme judicature, the bufinefs of the court was 
wholly managed by the chief ju.fticiary and the law ba
rons, who were men appointed by the king, and entirely 
at his difpofal Y. This natural courfe of things was for
warded by the multiplicity of bufinefs, which flowed into 
that court, and which daily augmented by the appeals 
from all the fubordinate judicatures of the kingdom. 

IN the Saxon' times, no appeal w:1s received in the 
king's court, except upon the denial or delay of j ufiice 
by the inferior courts; and the fame praEt:ice was fiill 
obferved in mofl: of the feudal kingdoms of Europe. But 
the great power of the Conqueror efl:ablifhed at firfl: in 
England an authority, which the monarchs in France 
were not able to attain till the reign of St. Lewis, who 
lived near two centuries after: He empowered his court 

to receive appeals both from the courts of barony and the 
county-courts, and by that means brought the admini
fi:ration of juftice ultimately into the hands of the Cove
reign z, And left the expence or trouble of a journey 
to court !hould difcourage fuitors, and make them ac
q uiefce in die decifion of the inferior judicatures, i tine
rant judges were afterwards efiablifhed, who made their 
circuits throughout the kingdom, anJ tried all caufcs 
that were brought before them a. By this expedient, the 
courts of barony were kept in awe; and if they frill pre-

Y Dugd. Orig. Jurid. p. 25. ~ Madox Hift. of the Exch. p. 65, 
Glanv.lib. 12. cap. t. 7• LL. Hen. I. § 3'· apud Wdkins, p: 248. Fi·.Z 
Stephens, p. 36. Coke's Comment. on the Statute of Mu! bridge, cap. zo. 

a Madox Hilt. of the Exch. p. ~3, 84. 100. Gerv. Dorob. P· 1410. 

:What made the Anglo-Norman barons more readily fubmit to appeals from 
their court to the King's court of Exchequer, was, their being accufiorr:ed to 
like appeals in Normandy to the ducal court of Exchequer. .;ee Gilbert's 
lliftory of the Exchequer, p. J, 2.; though the author thinks it dou!>tful, 
whether the Norm~n court was not r .. !.h~r copied from the Er.g!itb, p. 6. 

ferve~ 
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ferved fome influence, it was only from the apprehenfions, Appendix 

which the vaffals might entertain, of difobli'ging their~ 
fuperior, by appealing from his jurifdiction. But the 
county-courts were much difcredited; and as the free-
holders were found ignorant of the intricate princip~es 
and forms of the new law, the lawyers gradually brought 

all bufinefs before the king's judges, and abandoned the 
ancient fimple and popular judicature. After this man-

ner, the formalities of jultice, which, though trey appear 

tedious and cumberfome, are found requifite to the [up-
port of liberty in all monarchical governments, proved at 

firfr, by a combination of caufes, very advantageous to 

royal authority in England. 

THE power of the Norman kings was alfo much fup- Revenue of 

ported by a great revenue; and by a revenue, that was the crowR. 

fixed, perpetual, and independant of the fuhject. The 

people, without betaking themfelves to arms, had no 

check upon the king, and no regular fecurity for the due 

adminifrration of jultice. In thofe days of violence, 
many inltances of oppreffion paffed unheeded; and foon 
after were openly pleaded as precedents, which it was un-

lawful to difpute or controul. Princes and minifi.ers 

were too ignorant to be themfelves fenfible of the ad van-. 
tages attending an equitable adminifi:ration; and there 
was no efiablifhed council or affembly which could pro-

tect the people, and, by withdrawing fupplies, regularly 
and peaceably admoni!h the king of his duty, and enfure 

the execution of the laws. 
THE firfr branch of the king's frated revenue was the 

royal demefnes or crown-lands, which were very exten

five, and comprehended, befide a great number of manors, 

mofr of the chief cities of the kingdom. It was efra

bli!hed by law, that the king could alienate no part of 
his demefne, and that he himfeif, or his fucceffor, could, 
-t any time, refume fuch donations b : But this law was 

b lleta, lib, I. cap. 8. § 17. lib. 3· cap.£.§ 3• Bracton1 lib. z. cap. 5• 

never 
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Appendix: never regularly obferved ; which happily rendered iii 
If. · r d d Th f '~ tHne the crown 101newhat more epen ant. e rent o 

the crown-lands, confidercd merely as ·fo much riches; 

was a fource of power: The influence of the king over 

his .tenants and the inhabitants of his towns, encreafed 

this power: But the other numerous branches of his re-

'vcnue, befides fupplying his treafury, gave, by their very 

nature, a great latitude to arbitrary autliority, and were 

a fupport of the prerogative; as will appear from an enu

meration of them. 
THE king was never content with the ftated rents, but 

levied heavy talliages at p1eafure on the inhabitants both 

of town and country, who lived within his demefne. 

All bargains of fale, in order to prevent theft, being 

prohibited, except in boroughs artd public markets c, he 

pretended to exact tolls on all goods which were there 

fold d. He feized two hogilieads, one before and one 

behind the maft, from every vefiel that imported wine. 

1\11 goods payed to his cuftoms a proportional part of 

their value e : Paffitgc O\'er bridges and on rivers was 

loaded with tolls at plcafurc f: And though the bbroughs 

by degrees brought the liberty of farming thefe impofi ... 

tions, yet the revenue profited by thefe bargains, new 

fums were often exaCted for the renewal and confirm;t·· 

tion of their charters g' and the people were thus held iri 
perpetual dependance. 

SucH was the fituation af the inhabitants v;rithin the 

royal demefnes. But the poffeifors of land., or the mili.: 

tary tenants, though they were better proteefed, both b}' 

law, anJ by the great privilege of ca·rrying arms, were; 

from the nature of tkeir tenures, much expofcd to the 

inroads of poV{cr, and poffeffed not what we fhould 

c LL. Will. r. op. 6r. d Madox, p. s-;o. e Ibid. 

P• S'Z9· This author fays a fifceenth. But it is not ~afy to reconcile this 

accounr to other authorities, f Ma<!ox, P• 57-9• &" 1\rfadc.lc'a 

Htit. o; .l•e E11ch. r· 27 5~ 1.76, '1.i7t So;r;, 

efreem 
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efieem in our age a very durable fecurity. The Con- Ap~~~diE 
queror ordained, that the barons fhould be obliged to pay~ 

nothing beyond their fl:ated fervices g' except a reafon-
able aid to ranfom his perfon if he were taken in w2tr, to 

make his elde:ft fon a knight, and to marry his eldeft 
daughter. What fhould, on thefe occafions, be deemed 

a reafonable aid, was not determined; and the demands 

of the crown were fo far difcretionary. 
THE king could require in war the perfonal attendance 

of his vaffals, that is, of almo:ft all the landed proprie

tors; and if they declined the fervice, they were obliged 

to pay him a compofition in money, which was called 
a fcutage. The fum was, during fome reigns, preca
rious and uncertain; it was fometimes levied without 

allowing the vaffal the liberty of perfonal fervice h; and 

it. was a ufual artifice of the king's to pretend an expe
dition, that he might be entitled to levy the fcut :~ge from 

his military tenants. Danegelt was another fpecies of 

land-tax levied by the early Norman kings, arbitrarily, 
and contrary to the laws of the Conqueror i. Moneyage 

was alfo a general land-tax of the fame nature, levied by 

the two fir:ft N orrnan kings, and abolifhed by the char

ter of Henry I. k It was a !billing paid every three years 

by each hearth, to indQce the king not to ufe his preroga
tive in debafing the coin. Indeed, it appears from that 

charter, that, though the Conqueror had granted his mi

litary tenants an immunity from all taxes and talliages, 

he and his fon William had never thought themfelves 
botJ.nd to obferve that rule, but had levied impofitions at 
pleafure on all the landed e:ftates of the kingdom. The 

·'Utmofi that Henry grants, is, that the land cultivated by 

the military tenant himfelf fhall not be fo burdened; but 

he r!=ferves the power of taxing the farmers : And as it is 

g LL. Will. Conq. ~55, 

i Madox's Hift, of the Exch, p. 475• 

VoL. II. I S 

h Gerva(e de Tilbury, P• 1.5. 
k Matth. Paris, p. 3&. 

known, 
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Appendix known, that Henry's charter was never obferved in any 

~one article, we may be affured, that this prince and his 

fucceffors retracted even this fmall indulgence, and levied 

arbitrary impofitions on all the lands of all their fubjetl:s. 

rrhcfe taxes were fometimes very heavy; fince Malmef .. 

bury tells us, that, in .the reign of '\IVilliam Rufus, the 

farmers, on account of them, abandoned tillage, and a 

famine enfued 1• 

THE efcheats were a great branch both of power and 

of r~venue, efpecially during the firfl: reigns after the 

conquefl:. In default of pofl:erity from the fir:fl: baron, 

his land reverted to the crown, and continually aug

mented the king's poffeffions. The prince had indeed 

by law a power of alienating thefe efcheats; but by this 

means he had an ' opportunity of efl:abliiliing the for

tunes of his friends and fervants, and thereby enlarging 

his authority. Sometimes he retained them in his own 

hands; and they were gradually confounded with the 

royal demefnes, and became difficult to be difiinguiilied 

from them. This confufion is probably the reafon why 

the king acquired the right of alienating his demefnes. 

BuT befides efcheats from default of heirs, thofe which 

enfued from crimes or breach of duty towards the fuperior 

lord, were frequent in ancient times. If the vaffal, being 

thrice fummoned to attend his fuperior's court, and do 

fealty, negleB:ed or refufed obedience, he forfeited all title 

to his land m. If he denied his tenure, or refufed his 

fervice, he was expofed to the fame penalty n. If he 

fold his e:fl:ate without licence from his lord Q, or if he 

fold it upon any other tenure or title than that by which 

he himfelf held it P, he loft all right to it. The adhering 

1 So alfo Chron. Ab!>. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 55• Knyghton, p. 2.366. 

m Hottom. de Feud. Difp. cap. 38. col. 886. n Lib. Feud. lib. 3• 

t4.t. 1.; lib. 4• tit. 21. 39• ~ Lib, Feud. lib, 1. tit, u. 
f Id, lib.1. tit, 4~· 

to 



APPEND IX II. 129 

to his lord's enemies q' deferting him in war r, betraying Appendix 
his fecrets s, debauching his wife or his near relations r, ~:_, 
or even ufing indecent freedoms with them u, might be 
puniihed by forfeiture. The higher crimes, rapes, 
robbery, murder, arfon, &c. were called felony; and 
being interpreted want Gf fidelity to his lord, made 
him lofe his :fiefw. Even where the felon was vaffal to a 
baron, though his immediate lord enjoyed the forfeiture, 
the king might retain poffeffion of his efl:ate during a 
twelvemonth, and had the right of fpoiling and defiroy-
ing it, unlefs the baron paid him a reafonable compofi-
tion x, We have not here enumerated all the fpecies of 
felonies, or of crimes by which forfeiture was incurred : 
We have faid enough to prove, that the poffcffion of feu
dal property was anciently fomewhat precarious, and that 
the pri.mary idea was never loft, of its being a kind of f ee 
or benefice. 

WHEN a baron died, the king immediately took pof
feffion of the efiate ; and the heir, before he recovered 
his right, was obliged to ma.ke application to the crown, 
and defire that he might be admitted to do homage for his 
land, and pay a compofition to the king. This compofi
tion was not at firfi fixed by law, at leafi: by pratl:ice : 
The king was often exorbitant in his demands, and kept 
poffeffion of the land till they were eomplied with. 

IF the heir were a minor, the king retained the whole 
profit of the efl:ate till his majority; and might grant 
what fum he thought proper for the education and main
tenance of the young baron. This praCtice was alfo 
founded on the notion, that a fief was a benefice, and 
that, while the heir could not perform his military fer-

q Lib. Feud, !il;>. 3· tit. t. r td. lib. 4• tit, 14. 21. 
s Id.lib. 4 · tit. 14. t Id. lib. I. tit. 14. ZJ. 

tit. 1. w Spelm. Gloff. in vorl-. Fe/onia. 
in verb. Felonia, Glanville, lib. 7• cap. 17. 

VoL. I. ·K 

u Id. lib. t. 

x Spelm. GloiT. 

vices 
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Appenaix vices, the revenue devolved to the fuperior, who employed 
~another in his ftead. It is obvious, that a great propor

tion of the landed property muft, by rreans of this de
vice, be continually in the hands of the ?rince, and that 
all the noble families were thereby held in perpetual de· 

pendance. When the king granted the vrardlhip of a rich 
heir to any one, he bad the opportunity of enriching a 

favourite or minifrer: If he fold it, he ~hereby levied a 
confiderable fum of money. Simon de Mountfort paid 

Henry Ill. Io,ooo marks, an immenfe fum in thofe·days, 
for the wardfhip of Gilbert de U mfrevi:Ie r. Geoffrey 

de Mandeville payed to the fame prince tle fum of 20,000 

marks, that he might marry I fa bel countefs of Gloucefrer, 
and poffefs all her lands and knights fees. This fum 

would be equivalent to 3oo,ooo, perhaps4oo,ooo pounds 

in our time z. 

IF the heir were a female, the king was entitled to 

offer her any hufband of her rank he thought proper; and 

if fhe refufed him, fhe forfeited her lan1. Even a male 

heir could not marry without the royal confent, and it 
was ufual for men to pay large fums for the liberty of 
making their own choice in marriage a. No man could 
difpofe of his land, either by fale or vrill, without the 
confent of his fuperior. The poffeffor was never confi .. 

aered as full proprietor : He was frill ~ kind of benefi
ciary; and could not oblige his fuperior to accept of any 

vaffal, that \vas not agreeable to him. 
FINES, :1merciaments, and oblatas, as they were called, 

were another confiderable branch of the royal power and 

revenue. The ancient records of the e1echequer, which 
are fiill preferved, give furprizing accounts c · the nume· 

rous fines and amerciaments levied in thofe days b, and of 

the ftrange inventions fallen upon to e};att money from 

Y Madox's Hifi. of the Exch. p. 2.23. :z. J(, P• 3Ut 

a Id. p. 320. ,b ld. P• 2.72. 

the 
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the fubje8:. It appears, that the ancient kings of England Appendix: 

put themfelves entirely on the foot of the barbarous eaflern ~ 
princes, whom no man mufl: approach ~~~'ithout a prefent, 

who fell all their good offices, and who intrude themfelves 

into every bufinefs, that they may have a pretence for extort-

ing money. Even jufiice was avowedly bought and fold; 

the king's court itfelf, though the fupreme judicature of 

the kingdom, was open to none that brought not prefents 

to the king; the bribes given for the expedition, delay c; 

fufpenfion, and, doubtlefs, for the perverfion of jufiice; 

were entered in the public regifiers of the royal revenue, 

and remain as monuments of the perpetual iniquity and 

tyranny of the times. The barons of the exchequer, for 

inftance, the fir!l: nobility of the kingdom, were not 

afhamed to infert, as an article in their records, that the 

county of Norfolk paid a fum, that they might be fairly 

dealt with d; the borough of Yarmouth, that the king's 

charters, which they have for their liberties, might not be 

violated e; Richard, fon of Gilbert, for the king;s help-

ing him to recover his debt from the Jews f; Serlo, fon 

of Terlavafton, that he might be permitted to make his 

defence, in cafe he were accufed of a certain homicide g; 

Waiter de Burton for free law, if accufed of wounding 

another h; Robert de Effart, for having an inquefi to find 

whether Roger, the butcher, and Wace and Humphrey, 

accufed him of robbery and theft out of e_nvy and ill-will, 

or not i; William Buhurft, for having an inqueft to find 
whether he were accufed of the death of one God win out 

of ill-will or for juft caufe k. 1 have feleB:ed thefe few 

infiances from a great number of a like kind, which Ma-

dox had feleB:ed from a i1:ill greater number, preferved 

in the ancient rolls of the exchequer 1• 

c Madox's Hifr. of Exch. p. 274· 309. 11 Id.p.z95• 

e Id. ibid. f Id. p. 296. He paid zoo marks, a great (urn in 

thufe days, g Id. p. ~) 6. h Id. ibid. i Id. p. zg3. 

k ld. P• 3oz. 1 Chap. xii. 

Kz SoMETIMEs 
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Appendix SoMETIMES the party litigant offered the king a cer-

~tai.n portion, a half, a third, a fourth, payable out of the 

debts, which he, as the executor of j ufi:ice, lhould affifr 
him in recovering m. 'T'heophania de Wefi:land agreed to 
pay the half of 212 marks, that fhe might recover that 

fum againfr James de Fughlefron" ; Solomon the Jew en

gaged to pay one mark out of every fevcn that he lhould 

recover againft Hugh de la Hofe o; Nicholas Morrel pro

mifed to pay fixty pounds, that the earl of Flanders might 

be difrrained to pay him 343 pounds, which the earl had 

taken from him ; and thefe fixty pounds were to be paid 

out of the firfi: money that Nicholas lhould recover from 

the earl P. 

As the king affumed the entire power over trade, he 

was to be paid for a permiffion to exercife commerce or 
indu:ftry of any kind q• Hugh Oifel paid 400 marks for 
liberty to trade in England r : Nigel de Havene gave fifty 

marks for the partnerlhip in merchandize which he had 

with Gervafe de Hanton 5 : The men of Worcefier paid 

1 oo lhillings, that they might have the liberty of felling 

~md buying dyed cloth, as formerly t : Several other towns 
paid for a like liberty u. The commerce ind~ed of tl\e 

kingdom was fo much under the controul of the king, that 

he ercB:ed gilds, corporations, and monopolies, wherever 

he pleafed; and levied fums for thefc exclufive privi

leges w. 

THERE were no profits fo fmall as to be below the 
king's attention. Henry, fon of Arthur, gave ten dogs,. 
to have a recognition againfl: the countels of Copland for 
one knight's fee"· Roger, fon ofNicholas, gave twenty 

lampreys and twenty fhads for an inquefl: to find, whether 

m Madox's Hift. of Exch. p. 311. n Ju. ibid. o Id. P• 79. 

3rz. P Id, F· 312. q Id. p. 3'13· r Id, ibid. 

' Id. ibid. t ld. p. 314, tl Id .. ibid. w Id. p. Z3:l, 

2J3, &~. X Id. P~ 298. 

Gilbert, 
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Gilbert, fon of Alured, gave to Roger 200 muttons to Appendi¥ 

obtain his confirmation for certain lands, or whether Roger~ 
took them from him by violence Y : Geoffrey Fitz-Pierre, 

the chief jufl:iciary, gave two good Norway hawks, that 

Waiter le Madine might have leave to export a hundred 

weight of cheefe out of the k~ng's dominions z. 

IT is really amufing to remark the fl:range bufinefs in 

which the king fometitnes interfered, and never without a 

prefent: The wife of Hugh.. de Nevile gave the king 200 

hens, that fhe might lie \Vith her hu!band one night a; 

and fhe brought with her two fureties, who anfwered each 

for a hundred hens . It is probable that her hu!band was 

a prifoner, which debarred her from having accefs to him. 

The abbot of Rucford paid ten marks, for leave to eretl: 

houfes and place men upon his land near Welhang, in 

order to fecure his wood there from being frolen b : Hugh 

archdeacon of Wells, gave one tun of wine for leave to 

carry 6oo fumms of corn whither he would c: Peter de 

Perariis gave twenty marks for leave to falt fillies, as 

Peter Chevalier ufed to do d. 

IT was ufual to pay high fines, in order to gain the 

king's good-will, or mitigate his anger. In the reign of 

Henry li. Gilbert, the fon of Fergus, fines in 919 pounds 

9 fhillings to obtain that prince's favour; William de 

ChataiO'nes a thoufand marks that he would remit his 
0 

difpleafure. In the reign of Henry Ill. the city of Lon-

don fines in no lefs a fum than 20,000 pounds on the 

fame account e. 

THE king's protection and good offices of every kind 

were bought and fold. Robert Griflet paid. twenty marks 

of filver, that the king would help him againfr the earl 

of Mortaigne in a certain plea f: Robert de Cundet gave 

y Madox's Hift. of Ex eh. P• 305. z Id. p. 3Z5• a Id • 

p. 3~6. b Id. ibid. c Id. p. 32.0, d Id, p. 32.6, 

c Id, P• 317. 31.~, f Id. P• 31.9, 

K 3 thirty 
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Appendix thirty marks of filver, that the king would bring him to 

~~an accord with the biiliop of Lincoln g: Ra1ph de Breck

ham gave a hawk, that the king would proteCt him h; 

and this is a very frequent reafon for payments: John, 

fon of Ordgar, gave a Norway hawk, to have the king's 

rcquefl: to the king of Norway to let him have his bro

ther G5dard)s chattels i: Richard de Neville gave twenty 

palfreys to obtain the king's requeil: to Ifolda Biifet, that 
:fhe fhould take him for a hufband k: Roger Fitz-Walter 

gave three good palfreys to have the king's letter to Ro

ger Bertram's mother, that fhe fhould marry him1 : Eling, 

the dean, paid 1 oo marks, that his whore and his chil

dren might be let out upon bail m: The biiliop of Win
chefi:er gave one tun of good wine for his not putting the 

king in mind to give a girdle to the countefs of Albe

marle n: Robert de Veaux gave five of tHe befi: palfreys, 
that the king would hold his tongue about Henry Pinel's 
wife 0

• There are in the records of exchequer many 
other fingular infi:ances of a like nature P. It will how-

ever 

h Id. P• 332, g Madox's Hift. of Exch, p. 330. 

i Id. ibid. k ld. p. 333· 1 Id. ibid. m Id. 

p. 34-21. Pro hahmda am;ca jua &J .filiis, &c. n Jd, P• 352• 
o Id. ibid. Ut rcx taceret d~ uxore Henrici Pine!. 

P We jhall gratify che reader's curiojity by Juhjoining tz few mor~ injlance! 

from Madox, p. 332. Hugh Oifel was to give the king two robes of a good 

green colour, to have t)Je king's letters piitent to the merchants of Flanders 

with~ requeft to render him 1ooo marks, which he loft in Flanders. The 
abbot of Hyde paid thirty marks, to have the king's letters of requeft to the 

archbithop of Canterbury, to remove certain monks that were againft the ab· 

bot. Roger de Trihanton paid twenty marks and a palfrey, to have the 

king's requeft to Richard oe Umfreville to give him his fifter to wife, and to 

the fifter that 1he would accept of him for a huiband: William de Chevering

worth paid five marks, to have the king's letter to the abbot of Perfore, to 

let him enjoy peaceably his ty~hes as formerly; Matthew de Hereford, clerk, 

p:iid ten mark3 for a letter of requeft to the bithop of Landaff, to let him enjoy 

peacea!:-ly his church of Schenfrith; Andrew Neulun gave three Flemith capl!, 

for the king's reqneft to the privr of Chikefand, for petformance of an agree

plent made between them i Henry de F9ntibus gave a Lombardy horfe of 

l'alue 
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ever be j uft to remark, that the fame ridiculous praCtices Appendix: 

·and dangerous abufes prevailed in Normandy, and pro-~ 
bably in all the other ftates of Europe q. England was 

not in this refpecl more barbarous than its neighbours. 

THESE iniquitous praCl:ices of the Norman kings were 

fo well known, that, on the death of Hugh Bigod, in 

the reign of Henry U. the befi: and moft jufr of thefe 

princes, the eldeR: fon and the widow of this nobleman 

came to court, and firove, by offering large prefents to 

the king, each of them to acquire poffeffion of that rich 

inheritance. The king was fo equitable as to order the 

caufe to be tried by the great council! But, in the mean 

time, he feized all the money and treafure of the deceafedr. 

Peter of Blois, a judicious, and even an elegant writer for 

that age, gives a pathetic <lefcription of the venality of 

jufiice and the oppreffions of the poor, under the reign of 

Henry: And he fcruples not to complain to the king him .. 

felf of thefe abufes a. We may judge what the cafe would 

be under the government of worfe princes. The articles 

of enquiry concerning the condutl: of iheriffs, which 

Henry promulgated in r 170, :lhow the great power as 

well as the licentioufnefs of thefe officers .r. 

AMERCIAMENTS or fines for crimes and trefpaffes were 

another confiderable branch of the royal revenue u. 1\1oft 

Yalu,e, to have the king's re'luell to Henry Fitz~Hervey, that he would give 

him his .daubhter to wife: Roger, fon of Nicholas, promifed all the lamprt>ys 

he could get, to have the king's requdl: to earl V. illiarn Marefhal, that he 

w-ould grant him the manor of Langefurd at Ferm. The burgelfes of Glo

cefter promifed 300 lampreys, that they might not be diftrained to find the 

pnfonets of PoiB:ou with neceffaries, unlefs they ple<~fed. Id. p. 352. J or

dan, fon of Reginald, paid twenty marks to have the king's r~quetl to \VIlliarn 

Paniel, that he would grant him the land of Mill Nierenuit, and the cu ltod y 

of his heirs; and if Jordan obtained the fame, he was to pay the t\\enty 

marks, otherwife not, Id. p. 333• 

q Madox's Hift. ofExch. p. 359· r Bened. Abb. p. tSo, tSJ. 

~ Petri Blef. Epift. 95• apud Bib!. Patrurn, tom. :z.1 .• p. 2.014. 

t Hoveden, Ch1on. Gerv. p. 1410. u Madox, chlp, xiv. 

K+ crim.cf. 
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Appendix crimes were atoned for by money; the fines impofed were 
~not limited by any rule or fratute; and frequently occa

fioned the total ruin of the perfon, even for the flighteQ 
trefpa!fes. The forcfi-laws, particularly, were a grea.t 
fource of oppreffion. The king polie!fed fixty-eight 
foreRs, thirteen chaccs, and feven hundred and eighty
one parks, in different parts of England w; and confider
ing the extreme paffion of the Engliili and N ormans fol." 
hunting, thefe were fo many [nares laid for the people, by 
which they were allured into trefpaffes, and brought within 
the reach of arbitrary and rigorous laws, which the king 
had thought proper to enaCl: by his own authority. 

BUT the m oft barefaced aCl:s of tyranny and oppreffion 
were praCl:ifed againft the Jews, who were entirely out of 
the protell:ion of law, were extremely odious from ~he 
bigotry of the people, and were abandoned to the immea
furable rapacity of the king and his minifters. Befides 
many other indignities, to which they were continually 
expofed, it appears, that they were once all thrown into 
prifon, and the fum of 66,ooo marks exacted for their 
1 iberty x: At another time, Ifaac the Jew paid alone 51 oo 
nurks Y; Brun, 3000 marks :z:; J urnet, 2000; Bennet, 
soo : At another, Licorica, widow of David, the Jew 
of Oxfprd, was required to pay 6ooo marks; and £he was 
dtlivercd over to fix of the richeft and difcreeteft Jews in 
England, who were to anfwer for the fum 3 • Henry III. 
borrowed 5000 marks from the earl of Cornwal; and for 

is repayment configned over to him all the Jews in Eng
bnd b. The revenue arifing from exactions upon this 
nation was fo confiderable; that there was a particular 
court of exchequer iet apart for managing it c. 

w Spelm. Gioff. in verbo Forejla. x Madox's Hirl. of the Exch. 

p. 15r. Thi.3 happmed in the reign of king John. YId. P• 151• 
~ Ir. P• 153· a Id, p. 168. 1J ld. P• 156. 
c ld. ch~p. vii. 
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WE may judge concerning the low fiate of commerce Appendix 

among the Englifh, when the Jews, notwithfianding ~ 
thefe oppreffions, could frill find their account in trading Commerce. 

~mong them, and lending them money. And as the im

provements of agriculture were alfo much checked, by the 

~mmenfe poffeffions of the nobility, by the diforders of 

the times, and by the precarious ftate of feudal property; 

it appears, that indufhy of no kind could then have place 

in the kingdom d. 

IT is afferted by Sir Harry Spellman e, as an un~oubt

ed truth, that, during the reigns of the firft Norman 

princes, every ediCl: of the king, iffued with the confent 

of his privy-council, had the full force of law. &t 
the barons furely were not fo paffive as to entruft a power, 

entirely arbitrary and defpotic, into the hands of the fo

yereign. It only appears, that the conftitution had not 

fixed any precife boundaries to the royal power; that the 

right of iffuing proclamations on any emergence and of 

exaCl:ing obedience to them, a right which was always 

fuppofed inherent in the crown, is very difficult to be 

diftinguilhed from a legifiative authority ; that the ex

treme imperfection of the ancient laws, and the fudden 

exigencies, which often occurred in fuch turbulent gG

vernments, obliged the prince to exert frequently the 

latent powers of his prerogative; that he naturally pro-

. ceeded, from the acquiefcence of the people, to affume, 

in many particulars of moment, an authority) from which 

d We learn from the ex.traas given us of Domefday by Brady in hia 

Treatife of Boroughs, that almoll all the boroughs of England had fuffered in 

the ihock of the Conqueft, and had extremely decayed between the death of 

the Confeffor, and the time when Domefday was framed. 

e Gloff. !n verb. judicium Dei. The author of the Miroir des juflices, com• 

plai 1s, that ordin:lntes are 011ly made by the king and his clerks, and by aliens 

ami others, who dare not coatrae.a the king, but ftudy to pleafc him. 

Whence, he conclude~, laws are oftener diaated by will than foundcti oa 

risht. 

he 
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Appendix he had excluded himfelf by exprefs fratutes, charters, or 
IJ. d h" h . h . ~ conceffions, an w IC was, m t e m am, repugnant to 

the general genius of the confiitution; and that the lives, 
the perfonal liberty, and the properties of all his fu bjects 
were lefs fecured by law againft the exertion of his arbi
trary authority, than by the independant power and pri
vate connexion of each individual. It appears from the 
great charter itfelf, that not only John, a tyrannical 
prince, and Richard, a violent one, but their father, 
Henry, under whofe reign the prevalence of grofs abufes 
is the leafi to be fufpeeted, were a~cuftomed, from their 
foie authority, without procefs of law, to imprifon, 
banifh, and attaint the freemen of their kingdom. 

A GREAT baron, in ancient times, confidered himfelf 
as a kind of fovereign within his territory; and was at
tended by co ,n tiers and dependants more zealoufl y attach
ed to him tl1an the minifiers of fiate and the great officers 
were commonly to their fovereign. He often maintained 
in his court the parade of royalty, by efiablilhing a jufii
ciary, confiable, marefchal, chamberlain, fenefchal, and 
chancellor, and affigning to each of thefe officers a feparate 
~rovince and command. He was ufually very affiduous 
in exercifing his jurifdiction; and took fuch delight in 
that image of fovcreignty, that it was found neceffary to 
refirain his activity, and prohibit him by law from hold
ing courts too frequently e. It is not to be doubted, but 
the example, fet him by the prince, of a mercenary and 
fordid extortion, would be faithfully copied; and that all 
his good and bad offices, his jufiice and injufiice, were 
equally put to fale. He had the power, with the king's 
confent, to exact talliages even from the free-citizens 
who lived within his barony ; and as his nece:ffities made 
him rapacious, his authority was ufually found to be more 
oppreffive and tyrannical than that of the fovereign r~ He 

~ Dugd. Jurid. Orig. p. 2e. f Midox Hiil:, of Exch. p. 51.0. 

was 
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was ever engaged in hereditary or perfonal animofities or Appendix 

confederacies with his neighbours, and often gave protec-~ 

tion to all defperate adventurers and criminals, who could 

be ufeful in ferving his violent purpofes. He was able 

alone, in times of tranquillity, to obftruct the execution 

of juftice within his territories; and by combining with 

a few malcontent barons of high rank and power, he 

could throw the !late into convulfions. And on the whole, 

though the royal authority was confined within bounds, 

and often within very narrow ones, yet the check was 

irregular, and frequently the fource of great diforders; 

nor was it derived from the liberty of the people, but 

from the military power of many petty tyrants, who 

were equally dangerous to the prince and oppreffive to 

the fubject. 

THE power of the church was another rampart againfl:Thechurch. 

royal authority; but this defence was alfo the caufe of 

many mifchiefs and inconveniencies. The dignified 

clergy, perhaps, were not fo prone to immediate violence 

as the barons; but as they pretended to a total independ-

ance on the fiate, and could always cover themfelves 

with the appearances of religion, they proved, in one re-

fpeCl:, an obfi:ruCl:ion to the fettlement of the kingdom, 

and to the regular execution of the laws. The policy of 

the conqueror was in this particular liable to fome ex-

ception. He augmented the fuperfiitious veneration for 

Rome, to which that age was fo much inclined; and he 

broke thofe bands of connexion, which, in the Saxon 

times, had preferved an union between the lay and the 

clerical orders. He prohibited the biiliops from fitting in 

the county-courts ; he allowed ecclefiafi:ical caufes to be 

tried in fpiritual courts only g ; and he fo much exalted 

the power of the clergy, that of 60,215 knights fees, into 

~ Char, Will. apud Wilkins, p. 330. Spel, Cone:, vol. ii. p. 14. 

which 
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Aprendix which he divided Eno-land, he placed no lefs than 22,015 
JI o 

~under the church h. 

,Civil laws. THE right of primogeniture was introduced with the 
feudal law: An infiitution, which is hurtful by produc
ing and maintaining an unequal divifion of private pro
perty; but is advantageous, in another refpeCl, by acuf
toming the people to <1 preference in favour of the eldefr 
fon, and thereby preventing a partition or difputed fuc
ceffion in the monarchy. The ~ormans introduced the 
ufe of firnames, which tend_ to preferve the knowledge of 
families and pedigrees. They abolilhed none of the old 
abfurd methods of trial, by the crofs or ordeal ; and they 
added a new abfurdity, the trial by fingle combat i, which 
became a regular part of jurifprudence, and was condutl
ed with all the order, method, devotion, and folemnity 
imaginable k. The ideas of chivalry alfo feem to have 
been imported by the Normans: No traces of thofe fan
ta!l:ic notions are to be found among the plain and ruftic 

:Manners. Saxons. Th~ feudal infritutions, by raifing the military 
tenants to a kind of fovereign dignity, by rendering perfonal 
ftrength and valour requifite, and by making every knight 
and baron his own proteCtor and avenger, begat that mar
tial pride and fenfe of honour, which, being cultivated 
and embellifhed by the poets and romance writers of the 
age, ended in chivalry. The virtuous knight fought not 
()nly in his own quarrel; but in that of the innocent, of 
the helplefs, and above all, of the fair, whom he fuppofed 
to be for ever under the guardianihip of his valiant arm. 
The uncourteous knight, who, from his cafl:le, exercifed 

h Spel. GloR: il'l verb. ma~us mortua. We are not to imagine, as fome 
have done, tbt tne church pofiHled iands in this proportion, but only that 
they and their vafTal s en]o} e f; cb a proportior.able part of the landed property. 
, i LL. W.ill, cap. 6&. 

k Spel. Glo!J: in verb. campu!. The }aft in!'tance of thefe dur.}s was in the, 
15th of Eliz. So long did that abfurdity rem•in. 

6 robbery 
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robbery on travellers, and committed violence on virgins, Appentlir; 
H. 

was the objeCl: of his perpetual indignation; and he put '--.r---1 

him to death, without fcruple or trial or appeal, wherever 

he met with him. The great independance of men made 

perfonal honour and ndelity the chief tie among them; 

and rendered it the capital virtue of every true knight, or 

genuine profeffor of chivalry. The folemnities of fingle 

combat, as efrabli!hed by law, banilhed the notion of 

every thing unfair or unequal in rencounters; and main-

tained an appearance of courtefy between the corn batants, 

till the moment of their engagement. The credulity of 

the age grafted on this fiock the notion of giants, en

chanters, dragons, f}X!IIs 1, and a thoufand wonders, 

which frill multiplied during the times of the Crufades ; 

when men, returning from fo great a difl:ance, ufed the 

liberty of impofing every fiCl:ion on their believing audi-

ence. Thefe ideas of chivalry infeCted the writings, con

verfation, and behaviour of men, during fome ages; and 

even after they were, in a great meafure, banifhed by the 

revival of learning, they left modern gallantry and the 

point of honour, which frill maintain their influence, and 

are the genuine offspring of thofe ancient affeCl:ations. 

THE conceffion of the Great Charter, or rather its full 

efl:ablilhment (for there was a confiderable interval of 

time between the one and the other),. gave rife, by de

grees, to a new fpecies of government, and introduced 

fome order and jufi:ice into the adminifl:ration. The en

fuing fcenes of our .hiftory are therefore fomewhat dif

ferent from the preceding. Yet the Great Charter con

tained no efl:ablilhment of new courts, magiftrates, or 

fenates, nor abolition of the old. It introduced no new 

difl:ribution of the powers of the commonwealth, and no 

iDnovation in the political or public law of the kingdom. 

I In alllegalfingle combats, it was part of the champion's oath, that he 

carried not about him any herb, fpell, or inchantment~ liy which he might 

pro&:ure viltory. Dugd, Ori£. Jurid, p. Sz, 

It 
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Appendix It only guarded, and that merely by verbal claufest 
~againfi: fuch tyrannical praCl:ices as are incompatible with 

civilized government, and, if they become very frequent, 
are incompatible with all government. The barbarous 
licence of the kings, and perhaps of the nobles, was 
thenceforth fomewhat more refi:rained : Men acquired 
fome more fecurity for their properties and their liberties: 

And government approached a little nearer to that end, 
for which it was originally infi:ituted, the difiribution of 
jufi:ice, and the equal proteCl:ion of the citizens. Acts 
of violence and iniquity in the crown, which before were 
only deemed injurious to individuals, and were hazardous 
chiefly in proportion to the number, power, and dignity 
of the perfons affeCl:ed by them, were now regarded, in 
fome degree, as public injuries, and as infringements of 

a charter, calculated for general fecurity. And thus, 

the efiablifhment of the Great Charter, without feeming 

anywife to innovate in the difi:ribution of political power, 

became a kind of epoch in the confritution. 

CHAP~ 
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C H A P. XII. 

HENRY III. 

Settlement of the government--General pacification 

-Death of the Protetlor--Some commotions 

-Hubert de Burgh diJPlaced--'1he bijhop of 

Winche.fter mi1zifter--King' s partiality to foreigners 

-Grievances--Ecclejiajlical grievances

Earl of Cornwal elefted king of the Romans--Dif

content of the barons--Si m on de Mountfort earl of 

Leicejler--Provifions of Oxford-Ufurpation 

{)f tbe barons-Prince Edward-- Civil wars 

{)j the barons--Reference to the king of Prance

Renewal of the civil wars--Battle of Lewes-

Houfe of commons--Battle of Evfjham and death 

{)f Leicejler--Settlement of the gorr.:ernment

Death--and charatler of the king--Miflel

laneous tranfaCtions of this reign. 

M 0 S T fciences, in proportion as they encreafe and c H A P~ 

. improv;, invent methods by which they facilitate~ 
their reafonings; and employing general theorems, are Ju6. 

enabled to comprehend in a few propofitions a great num-

ber of inferences and conclufions. Hiftory alfo, being a 

colleCtion of faCts which are multiplying without end, is 

obliged to adopt fuch arts of abridgment, to retain the 
more material events, and to drop all the minute circum .. 

fiances, which are only interefting during the time, or to 

4 the 
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c H A P. the perfons engaged in the tranfaetions. This truth i~ 
xn. h 'd h · h d h · ~now ere more ev1 ent t an wit regar to t e retgn, 
uz6. upon which we are going to enter. What mortal could 

have the patience to write or read a long detail of fuch 
frivolous events as thofe with which it is .filled, or attend 
to a tedious narrative which would follow, through a fe
ries of .fifty-fix years, the caprices and . weakneffes of fo 
mean a prince as Henry? The chief reafon, why pro
tefl:ant writers have been fo anxious to fpread out the inci
dents of this reign, is in order to expofe the rapacity, 
ambition, and artifices of the court of Rome, and to 
prove, that the great dignitaries of the catholic church, 
while they pretended to have nothing in view but the fal
vation of fouls, had bcrtt all their attention to the acqui
fition of riches, and were re.firained by no fenfe of juftice 
or of honour, in the purfuit of that great objeCt m. But 
this conclufion would readily be allowed them, though it 
were not illu!hated by fuch a detail of uninterefl:ing inci
dehts; and follows indeed, by an evident neceffity, from 
the very fituation, in which that church was placed with 
regard to the reil: of Europe. For, befides that ecclefiafti
cal power, as it can always cover its operations under a 
cloak of fanCtity, and attacks men· on the fide where they 
dare not employ their reafon, lies lefs under controul than 
civil government; befides this general caufe, I fay, the 
pope and his courtiers were foreigners to mofi of the 
churches which they governed; they could not poffibly 
have any other objeB: than to pillage the provinces for pre
fent gain; and as they lived at a diftance, they would be 
little awed by iliame or remorfe, in employing every lu
crative expedient, which was fuggefted to them. Eng
land being one of the moft remote provinces attached to 
the Romifh hierarchy, as well as the moft prone to fuper
ftition, felt feverely, durin~ this reign, while its patience 

m M. Paris, P• 61.3, 
was 
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Was not yet fully exhaufied, the influence of thefe caufcs; C H A P. 
1L } fi . XII; 

and we mal often have occa ton to touch curfonly upon '-v---J 

fuch incidents. But we £hall not attempt to comprc- uJ6. 

hend every tranfatl:ion trartfmitted to us; and till the end 

of the re"gn, when the events become more memorable, 

we fhall not always obferve an exact chronological order 

in our narration. 
THE earl of Pembroke who at the time of John's Settlement 

' ' of the go-
death, was marefchal of England, was by his office at the vernment. 

head of the armies, and confequently, during a ftate of 

civil wars and convulfions, at the head of the government; 

and it happened fortunately for the young monarch and for 

the nation, that the power could not have been intrufied 

into more able and more faithful hands. This nobleman, 

who had malntained his loyalty uniliaken to John during 

the loweil: fortune of that moharch, determined to fupport 

the authority of the infant prince; nor was he dif-

niayed at the number and violence of his enemies. Sen.; 

fib le, that Henry, agreeably to the prejudices of the times, 

would not be deemed a foveteign, till crowned and anointed 

by a churchman; he immediately carried the you11g prince iSth oa. · 
to Gloucefier, where the ceremony of coronation was 

performed, in the prefence of Gualo, the legate, and 

or a few noblemen, by the bilhops of Winchefier and 

Bath ". As the concurrence of the papal authority was 

requifite to fupport the tottering throne, Henry was obliged 

to fwear fealty to the pope, and renew that homage, to 

which his father had already fubjeCl:ed the kingdom o : 

And in order to enlarge the authority of Pembroke, and 

to give him a more regular and legal title to it, a gene

ral council of the barons was foon after fummoned at 

.Erifi:ol, where that nobleman was chofe:n protector of uth Nov. 

the realm! 

n M. Paris, p. f&oo. 
Trivet, p. 168. 

VoL. II. 

Hift. Ctoyf. Cont. P• 4':'4• 
• M. Paris, P• soo. 

L 
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C H A P. PEMBROK~, that he might reconcile all men to the· 
XII. . · } 

'-,--J government of his pupil, made h1m grant a new c 1artcr 

u.t6. of liberties, which, though mofi:ly copied from the for

mer conceffions extorted from John, contains fome alter

ations, which may be deemed remarkable P. The full 
privilege of eleCtions in the clergy, granted by the late 
king, was not confirmed, nor the liberty of going out of 
the kingdom, without the royal confent: Whence we may 

conclude, that Pembroke and the barons, jealous of the 
ecdefiafl:ical power, both were defirous of renewing the 
king's claim to iflue a conge d"elire to the monks and 
chapters, and thought it requifite to put fome check to 
the frequent appeals to Rome. But what may chiefly 
furprize us is, that the obligation, to which John had 
fubjetl:ed himfelf, of obtaining the confent of the great 
council before he levied any aids or fcutages upon the 

nation, was omitted; and this article was even declared 
hard and fevere, and was exprefsly left to future delibe
ration. But we mufl: confider, that, though this limi
tation may perhaps appear to us the mofl: momentous in 
the whole charter of John, it was not regarded in that 
light by the ancient barons, who were more jealous in 
guarding againfl: particular aCts of violence in the crown, 
than againfl: fuch general impofitions, which, unlefs they 
were evidently reafonable and necelfary, could fcarcely, 
without general confent, be levied upon men, who had 
arms in their hands, and who could repel any act of op
preffion, by which they were all immediately affeCl:ed. 
\Ve accordingly find, that Henry, in the courfe of his 

reign, while he gave frequent occafions for complaint, 
with regard to his violations of the Great Charter, 

never attempted, by his mere will, to levy any aids or 
fcutages; though he was often reduced to great nece.ffi

ties, and was rcfufed fupp]y by his people. So muc~ 

P R)mer, vol. i, p.~JS• 
eafier 
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eafier was it for him to tranfgrefs the law, when indivi- c 11 A P. 

duals alone were affeB:ed, than even to exert his acknow-~ 
ledged prerogatives, where the interefr of the whole body xu6. 

was concerned. 
THIS charter was again confirmed by the king in the 

enfuing year, with the addition of fome articles to prevent 

the oppreffions by lheriffs: And alfo with an additional 

charter of foreft:s, a circumftance of great moment in thofe 

ages, when h1:mting was fo much the occupation of the 

nobility, and when the king comprehended fo confider

able a part of the kingdom within his forefts, which he 

governed by peculiar and arbitrary laws. All the foreft:s, 

which had been enclofed fince the reign of Henry II. 

were defaforefl:ed ; and new perambulations were ap

pointed for that purpofe: Offences in the forefl:s were 

declared to be no longer capital; but punilhable by fine, 

imprifonment, and more gentle penalties : And all the 

proprietors of land recovered the power of cutting and 

u!ing their own wood at their pleafure. 

THus, thefe famous charters were brought nearly to 

the lhape, in which they have ever fince ftood ; and 

they were, during many generations, the peculiar favour

ites of the Englifh nation, and efieemed the mofi: facred 

rampart to naticnal liberty and indcpcndance. As they 

fecured the rights of all orders of men, they were anxi

oufly defended by all, and became the bafis, in a man

ner, of the Englifh monarchy, anJ a kind of original 

contraB:, which both limited the authority of the king, 

and enfured the conditional allegiance of his fubjecrs. 
Though often violated, they were Hill claimed by tpe 

nobility and people; and as no precedents were fuppofed 

valid, that infringed them, they rather acquired, than 

loft authority, from the frequent attempts, made igainft 

them in feveral ages, by regal and arbitrary power. 
WHILE Pembroke, by renewing and confirming the 

Great Charter, gave fo much fatisfa~ion and fecurity to 
L 2 the 
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e H A P. the n:~tion in general, he alfo applied himfelf fuccefsfu11y 
xu. . d' 'd 1 H 1 . h k' ' 
~to m 1v1 ua s: e wrote etters, m t e mg s name, to 

IH6, all the malcontent ba~ons; in which he reprefented to 

them, that, whatever jealoufy and animofity they might 

have entertained againft the late king, a young prince, 

the lineal heir of their ancient monarchs, had now fuc

ceeded to the throne, without fucceeding either to the 

refentments or principles of his predeceifor: That the 

defperate expedient, which they had employed, of call

ing in a foreign potentate, had, h3ppily for them as well 

as for the nation, failed of entire fuccefs, and it was {till 

jn their power, by a fpeedy return to their duty, to re

ftore the indepcndance of the kingdom, and to fecure 

that liberty, for which they fo zealoully contended: 

That as all pafl: offences of the barons were now buried in 

oblivion, they ought, on their part, to forget their com

plaints againfl: their late fovereign, who, if he liad been 

any wife blameable in his conduCI:, had left to his fon the 

falutary warning, to avoid the paths, which had led to 

fuch fatal extremities : And that having now obtained a 

charter for their liberties, it was theit interefi to ihew, 

by their conduct, that this acquifition was not incom

patible with their allegiance, and that the rights of king 

and people, fo far from being hofiile and oppofite, might 

mutually fupport and fu!l:ain each other <t. 

THESE confioerations, enforced by the character of 

honour and confiancy, which Pembroke had ever main

tained, had a mighty influence on the barons; and moft: 

of them began fccretly to negotiate With him, and many 

of them openly returned to their duty. The diffidence, 

which Lewis difcovercd, of their fidelity, forwarded this 

general propenfion towards the king; and when the 

.French prince refufed the goverrtment of the cafrle of 

. Hertford to Robert Fitz .. ."W' alter, who had been fo aCl:ive 

tt Rymer, vol. i. P• ZlS• Brady'• App• No l43• 
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againfr the late king, and who claimed that fortrefs C Hx .1\ P. 
JJ. 

:ts his property, they plainly faw, that the Engl.i(h were~ 

excluded from every truft, and that foreigners had en- UJ6. 

grofled all the confidence and affeCtion of their new fove~ 

reign r. The excommunication too, denounced by the 

legate, againft all the adherents of Lewis, failed not2 

in the turn which men's difpofitions had taken, to 

produce a mighty effeCl: upon them ; and they were 

eafily perfuaded to confider a caufe as impious, for 

which they had already entertained an unfurmountable 

averfion s. Though Lewis made a journey to France, 

and brought over fuccours from that kingdom t, he 

found, on his return, that his party was ftill more weak-

ened by the defertion of his Englilh confederates, and 

that the death of John had, contrary to his expeCtations, 

given an incurable wound to his caufe. The earls of Sa .. 

lifbury, Arunde1, and Warrenne, together with William 

lvlarelha1, eldeft fon of the proteCtor, had embraced Hen-

ry's party; and every Engliili nobleman was plainly 

watching for an opportunity of returning to his allegiance. 

Pembroke was fo much fi:rengthened by thefe acceffions, 

that he vet)tured to invefl: l\1ount-forel; though, upon 

the approach of the count of Perche with the French 

army, he defified from his enterprize, and raifed the 

!iegc u. The count, elated with this fuccefs, marched to 

Lincoln ; and being admitted into the town, he began to 

~ttack the cafile, which he foon reduced to extremity. 

he proteCl:or fummoned all his forces from every quarter 

· n order to relieve <,1 place of fuch importance ; and he ap

peared fo much fupcrior to the French, that they lhut 

themfdves up within the city, and refolved to atl upon 

the dcfenfi\'C w. But the gHrifon of the cafile, having 

received a fl:rong reinforcement, made a vigorous fally 

t M. P.uis, p. z.oo. 201.. s Ibid. p. ~oo, M. ·weft. p. "77• 

' Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 79• M. Weft. P• '-77• u M. Paric, 

, ~3· ": Chron, Dunft, ~ol. i. P• 81. 

1 3 upon 
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c r4' A P. upon the befiegers; while the Engli{h army, by concert, 
~ afTaulted them in the fame infl:ant from without, mounted 

nt6. the walls by fcalade, and bearing down all refifiance, en
tered the city fword in hand. Lincoln was delivered over 
to be pillaged; the French army was totally routed; the 
count de Perche, with only two perfons more, was killed, 
but many of the chief commanders and about 400 knights 
were made prifoners by the Englifh x. So little blood 
was !hed in this important aCtion, which decided the fate 
of one of the mofr powerful kingdoms in Europe; and 
fuch wretched foldiers were thofe ancient barons, who yet 
were unacquainted with every thing but arms ! 

PRINCE Lewis was informed of this fatal event, while 
employed in the fiege cf Dover, which was frill va
liantly defended againft him by Hubert de Burgh. He 
immediately retreated to London, the center and life of 
his party; and he there received intelligence of a new 
difafi:er, which put an end to all his hopes. A French 
fleet, bringing over a fhong reinforcement, had ap
peared on the coaft of Kent; where they were attacked 
by the Englilh under the command of Phi lip d' Albiney, 
and were routed with confiderable lofs. D' Albiney em· 
ployed a firatagem againft them, which is faid to have 
contributed to the vietory : Having gained the wind of 
the French, he came down upon them with violence; 
and throwing in their faces a great quantity of quick
lime, which he purpofely carried on board, he fo blinded 
them, that they were difabled from defending them
felves Y. 

AFTER this fecond misfortune of the French, the 
Engli{h barons hafrened every where to make peace 
with the proteCtor, and by an early fubmiffion, to prevent 
thofe attainders, to which they were expofed on account 

x M. Paris, p. ~04, ~os. Chron de Mullr. p. 195. 
Y M. Paris, p. 206, Ann. Waver!. P• 183. W. He-\l)ing, p. 563. 

'l'rivet, 1'• 169. M, Weft, P• 1.17, K.nyghton, p. z4z3. 

of 



H E N R Y III. 

of their rebellion. Lewis, whofe caufe was now totally C H A P. 

defperate, began to be anxious for the fafety of his perfon, ~ 
and was glad, on any honourable conditions, to make his u.6. 

efcape from a country, where, he found, every thing was 

now become hofiile to him. He concluded a peace with 

Pembroke, promifed to evacuate the kingdom, and only 

fiip~lated in return, an indemnity to his adherents, and 

a reftitution of their honours and fortunes, together with 

the free and equal enjoyment of thofe liberties, which had 

been granted to the reft of the nation z. Thus was hap- <?ene~l pa. 

"1 d d . "1 h" h r. d b d clfica.t:-on.. 
pt yen e a ClVJ war, w 1c .eeme to e foun ed on 

the moft incurable hatred and jealoufy, and had threat· 

ened the kingdom with the moft fatal confequenc~s. 

THE precautions, which the king of France ufed in the 

conduCt of this whole affair, are remarkable. He pre

tended, that his fon had accepted of the offer from the 

Engliih barons, without his advice, and contrary to his 

inclination : The armies fent to England were levied in 

Lewis's name: When that prince came over to France 

for aid, his father publicly refufed to grant him any affifr

ance, and would not fo much as admit him to his pre

fence: Even after Henry's party acquired the afcendant, 

and Lewis was in danger of falling into the hands of his 

enemies, it was Blanche of Caftile his wife, not the king his 

father, who raifed armies and equipped fleets for his fuc

cour a. All thefe artifices were employed, not to fatisfy 

the pope; for he had too much penetration to be fo eafily 

impofed on : Nor yet to deceive the people ; for they 

were too grofs even for that purpofe : ,.fhey only ferved 

for a colouring to Philip's caufe; and in public affairs, 

men are often better pleafed, that the truth, though known 

to every body, £hould be wrapped up u11der a decent eo-

z ltymer, vol. i. p. 2.:n. M. PKis, p. 207. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. [• 

S3. M. Weft. p. 278. Knygl\ton, p. 2.429. 

a M. Paria, P• 256. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 'h. 
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• c f-~ 1~ P. ver, than if it were expofed in open day-light to the eye-a 
~of all the world. 

ax6. AFTER the expu1fion of the French, the prudence and 
equity of the proteCtor's fubfequent conducr, contributed 
to cure entirely thofe wounds, which had been made by 
inteftine difcord. He received the rebellious barons int(J 
favour; obferved frriCt:ly the terms of peace, which he 
had granted them ; refrored them to their po!feffions ; 
and endeavoured, by <!n equal behaviour, to bury all pail: 
animo.fitics in perpetual oblivion. The clergy alone, 
who had adhered to Lewis, were fuflerers in this rcvolu.,. 
tion. As they had rebelled a_;ainfi: their fpiritual fovc
reign, by difrcgan.ling the interdicr and excommunica
tion, it was not in Pembroke;s power to make any 
fiipulations in their favour; and Gualo, the legate, pre
pared to take vengt'ance on them for their difobedience u. 

Many of then1 W('!rc depofed; many fufpendcd ; feme 
banifheJ ; and all who efcaped punifhment, made atone
ment for their ofFence, by paying large fu1r.s to the lega~, 
who amaHcd an immenfe treafure by this expedient. 

!J e~thcfthe TH£ earl of Pembroke did not long furvivc the pacifi-
prot.:tlor. 

cation, which had been chit:Ry owing to hi~ wifclom and 
valour c; and he was fucceedcd in the government by 
Peter des Rochcs, biihop of Winchcftcr, and Hubert 
de Burgh, the jufl:iciary. The councils of the latter 
were chiefly followed; and had he poffc.!fed equal autho
rity in the kingdom with Pembroke, he feemed to be 
every way worthy of filling the place of that virtuous 

~c:ne com- nobleman. But the licentious and powerful barons, who 
motions. had once broken the reins of fubjeCl:ion to their prince, 

and had obtained by violence an enlargement of their 
liberties and ind~::pendance, could ill he rcftrained by 
laws under a minority; and the people, no lefs than the 
king, fuffered from their outrages and diforders. . They 

b Bracly ' s App. No, IH• Chron. Duafr. vol. i. p. 83. c M. Paris, 
P• :.-tc. 
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retained by force the royal cafi:Ies, which they had feized 9 H A P •. 

.tiuring the pafi convulfions, or which had been 'corn-:-~ 
mitted to their cufiody by the proteCtor d : They ufurped u.1'· 
the king's demcfnes e: 'They oppreffed their vaffals: 

They infefi:ed their weaker neighbours : They invited all 

diforderly people to enter in their retinue, .and to live 

upon their lands : And they gave them proteCtion in all 
their robberies and cxtortions. 

No one was more infamous for thefe violent and ille.

gal praCtices than the earl of Albemarle ; who, though 

he had early returned to his duty, and had been fervice

. ble in expelling the French, augmented to the utmofr 

the general diforder, and committed outrages in all the 

counties of the North. In order to reduce him to obe-
' dience, Hubert feized an opportunity of getting polfef-

fion of Rockingham cafile, which Albemarle had garri

foned witf\ his 1 ic~ntious retinue : But this nobleman, in

ficad of fubmitting, entered into a fecret confederacy with 

Fawkes de Breaute, Pet~r de Mauleon, and other barons, 

and both fortified the cafile ofBiham for his defence, and 

PJade himfelf maaer by furprize of that of Fotherin

gay. Pandulf, who was refi:ored to his legatdhip, 

was aCtive in fuppreffing this rebellion; and with the 

concurrence of eleven bifhops, he pronounced the 

fcntence of excommunication againfi Albemarle and 

his adherents r : An army was levied : A f.cutage of 

ten £billings a kni;ht's fee was impofed on all the 

military tenants : Albemarle's afTociates gradually de

fertcd him : And he himfelf was obliged at lafi to fue 

for mercy. He received a pardon., and was refiored to 

his whole efiate. 

THIS impolitic lenity, too frequent in thofe times, 

was probably the refult of a fecret combination among 

t:he barons, who never could endure to fee the total ruin 

cl Trivet, P· 174. 

~uJ;~ll, ~ol. i, p. 1ca. 
e Rymcr1 vol. i. p. 276. f C!.ron-. 

of 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

CH A P. of one of their own order: But it encouraged Fawkes de XII. 
'--v---' Breaute, a man whom king John had raifed from a low 

origin, to perfevere in the courfe of violence, to which 
h~ had owed his fortune, and to fet at naught all law and 
juftice. When thirty-five verdiCts were at one time 
found againfr him, on account of his violent expulfion of 
fo many freeholders from their poiTeffions ; he came to 
the court of j uftice with an armed force, feized the 
juJge who had pronounced the verdiCl:s, and imprifoned 
him in Bedford caille. He then levied open war againfr 
the king; but being fubdued, and taken prifoner, his life 
was granted him: but his eftate was confifcated, and he 
was banifhed the kingdom g. 

JuSTICE was executed with greater feverity againfl: 
diforders lefs premeditated, which broke out in London. 
A frivolous emulation in a match of wreftling, between 
the Londoners on the one hand, and the inhabitants of 
Weftminfter and thofe of the neighbouring villages on 
the other, occafioned this commotion. The former rof~ 
in a body, and pulled down fome houfes belonging to the 
abbot of Wefl:minfrer: But this riot, which, confider
ing the tumultuous difpofition familiar to that capital, 
would have been little regarded, feemed to become more 
ferious, by the fymptoms which then appeared, of the 
former attachment of the citizens to the French interefr. 
'I'he populace, in the tumult, made ufe of the cry of 
war commonly employed by the French troops; Mount
joy, mozm~joy, God help us and our lord Lewis. The jufti
~iary made enquiry into the diforder; and finding one 
Confiantine Fitz Arnulf to have been the ringleader, an 
infolent man, who j uftified his crime in Hubert's pre
fence, he proceeded againfr him by martial law, and 
ordered him immediately to be hanged, without trial or 

g Rytner, vol. i. p. t98. M. Paris, p. 22.1. '-24• Ann. Waver!. P• 183. 
Chron. Dunft, vol. i, P• 141· 146, M. Weft. p. ~83. 
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form of procefs. He alfo cut off the feet of fome of Con- C H A P. 

ft . ' }" h XH. 
antme s accomp 1ces • ""-v---J 

'I'HIS aB: of power was complained of as an infringe- u~a. 

ment of the Great Charter: Yet the jufl:iciary, in a par

liament, fummoned at Oxford, (for the great co ncils 

about this time began to receive that appellation) mAee 

no fcruple to grant in the king's name a renewal and con .. 

nrmation of that charter. When the afTemb1y made 

application to the crown for this favour ; as a law in 

thofe times feemed to lofe its validity, if not frequently 

renewed ; William de Briewere, one of the council of 

regency, was fo bold as to fay openly, that thofe libertiei 

':Vere extorted by force, and ought not to be obferved: 

But he wa~ reprimanded by the archbiiliop of Canterbury, 

~md was not countenanced by the king or his chief mini· 

fiers i. A new confirmation was demanded and granted 

two years after; and an aid, amounting to a fifteenth of 

all moveables, was given by the parliament, in return for 

this indulgence. The king iff'ued writs anew to the ilie

riff's, enjoining the obfervance of the charter ; but ha 

inferted a remarkable claufe in the writs, that thofe, whQ 

payed not the fifteenth, 1hould not for the future be 

entitled to the benefit of thofe liberties k. 

THE low frate, into which the crown was fallen, 

made it requifite for a good minifter to be attentive te 

the prefervation of the royal prerogatives, as well as t 

the fecurity of public liberty. Hubert applied to the 

pope, who had always great authority in the kingdom, 

and was now confidered as its fupnior lord ; and defired 

him to ilfue a bull, declaring the king to be of full age, 

and entitled to exercife in perfon all the a8s of royalty 1• 

In confequence of this declaration, the jufiiciary refigned 

into Henry's bands the two important fortrefi"es of tl'M 

h M. Paris, p. 1.17,· ul. ~SP· Ann. Wivcrl. p. 1i7. Chron. Dunft. 

Tol. i, p. ug. i M. Weft. p. da, k Cla\lfl 9• H. 3• m. 911 

and m. 6, d. 1 M. Paris, P• aae. 
Towe.r 
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C H A P. Tcrner and Dover caiHe, which had been entrufred t-. 
XII. . h b .. ~his cufl:ody; and he required the ot er arons to Imitate 
u.u. his example. They refufed compliance : The earls of 

Chefter and Albemarle, John Conftable of Chefl:er, John 
de Lacy, Brian de Plfle, and William de CanteJ, with 
fome others, even formed a confpiracy to furprize Lon
don, and met in arms at Waltham with that intention! 
But finding the king prepared for defence, they defifred 
from their enterprize. When fummoned to court, in 
orde; to anfwer for their conduct, they fcrupled not to 
appe:~.r, and to confefs the delign: But they told the 
king, that they had no bad intentions againfl: his perfon, 
but only againfl: Hubert de Burg: , whom they were de
termined to remove from his office m. They appeared 
too formidable to be chafHfed ; and they were fo little dif
counged by the failure of their firfi: e!lterprize, that they 
again met in arms at Leicefl:er, i:f1 order to feize the king, 
whothen refided at Northampton: But Henry, informed 
of their purpoftt, took c~re to be fo well armed and at
tended, that the barons found it dangerous to make the 
atternpt; and they fat down and kept Chriftmas in his 
neighbourhood n. The archbiihop and the prelates, find
ing every thing tend towards a civil war, int~rpofed with 
their authority, and threatened the barons with the fen
tence of excommunication, if they perfifl:ed in detaining 
the 1cing's cafiles. This menace at lafr prevailed : Moi! 
of ~he fortrelfes were furrendered; though the barons com
plained, that Hubert's cafl:les were foon after refrored t<l 
him, while the king frill kept theirs in his own cuftody. 
Thete are faid to have been I I IS cafrle~ at that time in 
l:ngbnd 0 • . . · 

IT mufi be acknowledged, that the inlluence of the 
prela:cs and the clergy was often of great fervice to the 

f m Ouon. Dunfi. vol. i. p. 131• 
Dunft,vol. i. p. 138. 
chap. J7o 

n M. Paris, p. nr. Chron. 

° Coke's Commen·. on Ma~na Charta, 
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public. Though the religion of that age c·an merit no c H A P. 

h h f r fi' . . fc d . XII. better name t an t at o 1uper 1t10n, It erve to \lmte '---v----J 
together a body of men who had great fway over the un. 
people, and who kept the community from falling to 
pieces, by the factions and independant power of the 
nobles. And what was of great importance; it threw 
a mighty authority into the hands of men, who by their 
profeffion were averfe to arms and violence; who terr.per-
cd by their mediation the general difpofition toV\·ards 
military enterprizes; and who frill maintained, even 
amidft the £hock of arms, thofe fecret links, witnout 
which it is impoffible for human fociety to fubfift. 

NOTWITHSTANDING thefe intefrine commotiom in 
England, and the precarious authority of the crown; 
Henry was obliged to carry on war in France; and he 
~mployed to that purpofe the fifteenth which had been 
granted him by parliament. Lewis VIII. who had fuc
ceeded to his father Philip, inftead of complying with 
Henry's claim, who demanded the reftitution of Nor
mandy and the other provinces wrefted from England, 
made an irruption into Poittou, took Rochelle P after a 
long ficge, and feemed determined to expel the Enslilh 
from the few provinces which frill remained to them. 
Henry fent over his uncle, the earl of Salifbury; toge
ther with his brother prince Richard, to whom he had 
granted the earldom of Cornwal, which had efcheated 
to the crown. Salifbury flopped the progrefs of Lewis's 
:urns, and retained the Poitlevin and Gafcon vaffds .in 
their allegiance: But no military aCtion of any moment 
was performed on either fide. The earl of Corr:wal, 
after two years' fray in Guienne, returned to Engla.1d. 

THIS prince was nowife turbulent or faCtious i1 his 1u7. 

difpofition: His ruling paffion was to amafs money, in 

P Rymcr, Tol. i. p. ~6.9• Trivet, P• I79• 
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C H A P•which he fuccee<:led fo well as to become the riche£1: fubjeCl: 
XII. . C ·n.. d y . . . h h' '--v--" m hnnen om : et h rs attentwn to gam t rew 1m 

U'1.7o fometimes into aC\:s of violence, and gave difiurbance tO 

the government. There was a manor, which had for

merly belonged to the earldom of Cornwal, but had 

been granted to Wale ran de Ties, before Richard had 

been inve.fi:ed with that dignity, and while the earl· 

dom remained in the crown. Richard claimed this 
manor, and expelled the proprietor by force : W aleran 

complained: The king ordered his brother to do jufiice 
to the man, and refl:ore him to his rights : The earl faid, 

that he would not fubmit to thefe orders, till the caufe 

fhould be decided again£1: him by the judgment of his peers: 

Henry replied, that it was firfl: neceffary to re-infl:ate 

W aleran in poffeffion, before the caufe could be tried ; 

and he re-iterated his orders to the earl q• We may 

judge of the fl:ate of the government, when this affair 

had nearly produced a civil war. The earl of Cornwal, 

finding Henry peremptory in his commands, affociated 

himfelf with the young earl of Pembroke, who had mar

ried his fifter, and who was difpleafed on account of the 
king's requiring him to deliver up fame royal cafrles 
which were in his cufl:ody. Thefe two malcontents 

took into the confederacy the earls of Chefl:er, W a

renne, Glocefl:er, Hereford, Warwic, and Ferrers, who 

were all difgufl:ed on a like account r. They affembled 
an army, which the king had not the power or courage 
to refi£1:; and he was obliged to give his brother fatisfac
tion, by grants of much greater importance than the 
manor, which had been the firft ground of the quarrel s. 

THE charatl:er of the king, as he grew to man's 

eftate, became every day better known; and he was 

found in every refpeCl: unqualified for maintaining a 
proper fway among thofe turbulent barons, whom the 

'J. M, Paris, p, 2r 33• r lbid, z Ibid. 
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feudal conilitution fubjeCl:ed t0 his authority. Gentle, c H A P. 

humane, and merciful even to a fault, he feems to have~ 
been fi:cady in no other circumfi:ance of his charaCl:er; l'-27• 

but to have received every impreffion from thofe who 
furrounded him, and whom he loved, for the time, with 
the moil: imprudent and mofi: unreferved affeB:ion. With-
out aB:ivity or vigour, he was unfit to conduB: war; 
without policy or art, he was ill-fitted to maintain peace; 
His refentments, though hafi:y and violent, were not 
dreaded, while he was found to drop them with fuch 
facility ; his friendlhips were little valued, becaufe they 
were neither derived from choice, nor maintained with 
confi:ancy. A proper pageant of fi:ate in a regular mo-
narchy, where his minifl:ers could have conduCl:ed all 
affairs in his name and by his authority; but too feeble 
in thofe diforderly times to fway a fcepter, whofe weight 
depended entirely on the firmnefs and dexterity of the 
hand which held it. 

THE ablefr and mofi virtuous minifi:er that Henry ever Hubert de 

poffefred, was Hubert de Burgh t; a man who had been B
1
ur:dh Jii-

P ac:- • 
fteady to the crown in the mofi difficult and dangerous 
times, and who yet {hewed no difpofition, in the height 
of his' power, to enflave or oppre('> the people. The 
only exceptionable part of hrs cond uB: is that which is 
mentioned by Matthew Paris u, if the act be really true, 
and proceeded from Hubert's advice, namely, the recall-
ing publicly and the annulling of the charter of forefis, a 
conceffion fo reafonable in itfelf, and fo paffionately 
claimed both by the nobility and people: But it mufi be 
confeffed, that this meafure is fo unlikely, both from 
the circumfrances of the times and charaB:er of the mini-
Her, that the}e is reafon to doubt of its reality, efpeci-
ally as it is mentioned by no other hiftorian. Hu-

t Ypod. Neuftrire, p. 46+, u P. :.32.· M. Weft, f· ~·6. afcribes 
this counfc: to Ptte{ Bithop of Winrh•ftcr. 

bert, 
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t ~~7. P. bert, while he enjoyed his authority, had an entire afcet1d..: 

'---v--'ant over Henry, and w.as loaded with honours and favours 

IS2 7· beyond any other fubjecr. Befides acquiring the pro

perty of many cafiles and manors, he married the eldefr 

fifier of the king of Scots:~ was created earl of Kent, and 

by an unufual concefiion, was made chief j ufiiciary of 
1231

• England for life: Yet Henry; in a fudden caprice, threw 

off this faithful minifi:er, and expofed him to the violent 

perfecutions of his enemies. Among other frivolous 

crimes objctl:cd to him, he was accufed of gaining the 

king's affections by enchantment, and of purloining 

from the royal treafury a gem, which had the virtue to 
render the wearer invulnerable, and of fending this va

luable curiofity to the prince of Wales w. The nobility; 

who hated Hubert on account of his zeal in refnming the 

rights and poffcffions of the crown, no fooner faw the op· 

portunity favourable, than they inflamed the king's ani~ 

rnofity againlt him, and pu!hed him to feek the total 

ruin of his mini:fter. Hubert took fantl:uary in a church: 

The king ordered him to be dragged from thence: He 

recalled thofe orders l He afterwards renewed them : H~ 

was obliged by the clergy to refiore him to the fanCtuary: 

He confhained him foon after to furrender himfelf pri

foncr, and he confined him in the cafile of the Devifes. 

Hubert made his efcape, was expelled the kingdom, wai 

again received into favour, recovered a great !hare of the 

king's confidence, but never ihowed any inclination t() 

reinfiate himfelf in power and authority x. 

Bit1wp of 'T'HE man, who fucceeded him in the government of 
WincheCler h k' d k. d p b'll.. f 't~7'· ' f! 
minifler. t e mg an mg om, was eter, llHOp o n mcheHer, 

a Poicrcvin by birth, who had been ralfed by the late 

king, and who was no lefs di:ftingui{hed by his arbitrary 

y.,• M. Paris, p. '-59• 

T. Wykes, p. 4t, 41.. 

x Ihid. p. 259, ~6o, 261. z66. Chron, 

Chron, Dunll. vol. i. P• zzo, UI, M, Welb 

' • 1 prinClp e. 
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principles and violent conduct, than by his courage and c H A P. 

abil ities. This prelate had been left by king John jufii-~ 
ciary and regent of the kingdom during an expedition 2.31. 

which that prince made into France ; and his illegal 

adminiftration was one chief caufe of that great comoi-

nation among the barons, which finally extorted from 

the crown the charter of liberties, and laid the foundations 

of the Englith confi:itution. Henry, though incapable, 

from his charatler, of purfuing the fame violent maxims, 

which had governed his father, had imbibed the fame 

arbitrary principles; and in profecution of Peter's advice, 

he invited over a great number of Poitlevins and other 

foreigners, who, he believed, could more fafely be trufted 

than the Engliih, and who fcemed ufeful to counter

balance the great and independant power of the nobi-

lity r. Every office and command was befi:owed on thefe 

flrangers ; they exhaufted the revenues of the crown, 

already too much impoveriilied z; they invaded the 

rights of the people; and their infolence, fi:ill more pro

voking than their power, drew on them the hatred and 

envy of all orders of men in the kingdom a. 

THE barons formed a combination againfl: this odious u 31• 

miniftry, and withdrew from parliament; on pretence of 

the danger, to which they were expofed from the ma

€hinations of the PoiB:evins. When again fummoned to 

attend, they gave for anfwer, that the king thould difmifs 

his foreigners ! Otherwife they would drive both him and 

them out of the kingdom, and put the crown on another 

head, more worthy to wear it b: Such was the fi:yle they 

ufed to their fovereign! They at 1afi: came to parliament, 

but fo well attended, that they feemed in a condition to 

prefcribe laws to the king and miniftry. Peter des 

Roches, however, had in the interval found means of 

y M. Paris, p. ~63. 
a M. Paris, p. 1.58• 

_VoL. II. 

• Chron. D1mft. vol. i. p. J 5 r. 
b Ibid. p. s65, 
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c H A P. {owing diffention among them, and of bringing over to 
~his party the earl of Cornwal, as well as the earls of 

U33• Lincoln and Chefter. The confederates were difcon
certed in their meafures : Richard, earll\!Iarifchal, who 
had fucceeded to that dignity on the death of his brother, 

William, was chafed into Wales; he thence withdrew 

into Ireland; where he was treacheroufiy murdered by 
the contrivance of the bifhop of Winchefter c. The 
eftates of the more obnoxious barons were confifcated, 

without legal fentence or trial by their peers d ; and were 
beftowed with a profufe liberality on the PoiCl:evins. Peter 
even carried his infolence fo far as to declare publickly, 
that the barons of England muft not pretend to put them
felves on the fame foot with thofe of France, or affume 
the fame liberties and privileges: The monarch in the 

former country had a more abfolute power than in the 
latter. It had been more jufiifiable for him to have faid, 
that men, fo unwilling to fubmit to the authority of laws, 

could with the worfe grace claim any lhelter or protec
tion from them. 

WHEN the king at any time was checked in his illegal 
praCl:ices, and when the authority of the Great Charter 

was objeCl:ed to him, he was wont to reply; " Why 
1hould I obferve this charter, which is negleCl:ed by all 
my grandees, both prelates and nobil,ity ?" It was very 

reafonably faid to him: " You ought, fir, to fet them 
the example e." 

So violent a minifiry, as that of the bilhop of Win
chefter, could not be of long duration; but its fall pro

ceeded at ]aft from the influence of the church, not 

from the efforts of the nobles. Edmond, the primate, 
came to court, attended by many of the other prelates ; 
and reprefented to the king the pernicious meafures em
braced by Peter des Roches, the difcontents of his people, 

c Chron, Dunft, vol, j, P• 1.19. d M. Paris, p. 2.65. e Ibid. 

P• 6o9• 
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the ruin of his affairs; and after requiring the difmifiion c H A P 

f h .. 11 d h' iT" • h d h' XII. o t e mmw:er an Is anociates, t reatene 1m with '---v---J 
excommunication, in cafe of his refufal. Henry, who 1233• 

knew that an excommunication, fo agreeable to the 
fenfe of the people, could not fail of producing 
the mofi dangerous effects, was obliged to fubmit: Fo-

reigners were banilhed: The natives were reftored to 

their place in council r: The primate, who was a man of 
prudence, and who took care to execute the laws and 
obferve the charter of liberties, bore the chief fway in the 
government. 

BuT the Engliili in vain flattered themfelves that thev u36. 

fhould be long free from the dominion of foreigner;. :~t.h Janu

The king, having married Eleanor, daughter of the 
count of Provence g' was furrounded by a great number 
of firangers from that country, whom he careffed with King's par-

11 a' . . d . tia1ity to fo-
the fondeu: arreCbon, and ennche by an Imprudent gene- reigners. 

rofity h. The biiliop of Valence, a pr~late of the houfe 
of Savoy, and maternal uncle to the queen, was his 

chief minifler, and employed every art to amafs wealth 
for himfelf and his relations. Peter of Savoy, a bro-

ther of the fame family, was invefted in the honour 
of Richmond, and received the rich wardiliip of earl 
W arrenne : Boniface of Savoy was promoted to the fee of 
Canterbury : Many young ladies were invited over from 
Provence, and married to the chief noblemen in England, 
who were the king's wards i : And as the fource _ of 
Henry's bounty began to fai], his Savoyard minifl:ry ap-
plied to Rome, and obtained a bull ; permitting him to 
refume all pail grants; abfolving him from the oath, 
which he had taken tQ maintain them; even enjoining 
him to make fuch a refumption, and reprefenting thofe 

f M. Paris, p. 'J.]J, "7"· g Rymer, vol. i . p. 448. M. Paris. 
p. 2.86. h M. Paris, p. 236. 301. 305. 316. 541. M. Weft. 
P• 3oa. 304. i M. Paris, P• 484. M. Wcf.t, p. 338. 
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C H A. P. grants as invalid, on account of the prejudice which en• 
~fued from them to the Roman pontiff, in whom the fu .. 

u36. periority of the kingdom was vefred k, Tte oppofition, 
made to the intended refumption, prevented it from taking 

place; but the nation faw the indignities, to which the 
king was willing to fubmit, in order to gratify the avi· 

dity of his foreign favourites. About the fame time, he 
publifhed in England the fentence of excommunication, 

pronounced againfr the emperor Frederic, his brother-in
law I; and faid in excufe, that, being the pope's vaffaJ, 
he was obliged by his allegiance to obey all the com

m:mds of his holinefs. In this weak reign, when any 
neighbouring potentate infulted the king's dominions, 
infread of taking revenge for the injury, he complained 

to the pope as his fuperior lord, and begged him to give 

proteCtion to his vaffal m. 

Crievane:s. 'I'HE refentment of the Engli{h barons rofe high at 
the preference given to foreigners; but no remonfrrance or 

complaint could ever prevail on the king to abandon them, 
or even to moderate his attachment towards them. After 

the Proven<{als and SJvoyards might have been fuppofed 
pretty well fatiated with the dignities and riches which 

they had acquired, a new fct of hungry foreigRers were 
invited over, and fharcd among them thofe favours, 

which the king ought in policy to have conferred on the 

Englifh nobility, by whom his government could have 

been fupported and defended. His mother, !fabella, 

who had been unju!lly taken by the late king from the 
count de la Marche, to whom £he was betrothed, was no 

fooner mi:!l:refs of herfelf by the death of her hufband, 

1247• than :lhe married that ncblcman n; and fhe had born him 

four fons, Guy, WilEam, Geoffrey, and Aymer, whom 

{he fent over to Engla ~~d, in order to pay a vifit to their 

k M. Parif, p. 295 3or. 
Dunft, vol. i. P• I 50. 

1 Rymer, vol. i. p. 383. 

n Tri~et1 p. 174• 

m Chron. 
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brother. The good-natured and afFeCtionate difpofition C H A P. 
~ XII. 

of Henry was moved at the fight of fuch near relations; "-...r---J 

and he confidered neither his own circumfiances, nor the u r7• 

inclinations of his people, in the honours and riches which 

he conferred upon them 0
• Complaints rofe as high 

againfi the credit of the Gafcon as ever they had done 

againfi: that of the PoiCtevin and of the Savoyard fa-

vourites; and to a n:1tion prejudiced againfi: them, all 

their meafures appeared exceptionable and criminal. Vio-

lations of the Great Charter were frequently mentioned; 

and it is indeed more than pro ha hie, that foreigners, 

ignorant of the laws, and relying on the boundlefs 

affetl:ions of a weak princr, would, in an age, when a 

regular adminifiration was not any where known, pay 

more attention to their prefent intereft than to the liberties 

of the people. It is reported, that the Poitl:evins and 

other ftrangers, when the laws were at any time appealed 

to, in oppofition to their oppreffions, fcrupled not to 

reply, What did the Eng/ifl; laws fignify to them? They 

minded them not. And as words are often more offenfive 

than atl:ions, this open contempt ot the Engli!h tended 

much to aggravate the general otfcontenr, and made every 

aa of violence, committed by the foreigners, appear not 

only an injury, but an afFront to them P. 

I RECKON not among the violations of the Great 

Charter, fame arbitrary exert ions of prerogative, to which 

Henry's neceffities pu{hed him, and whic~, without pro

ducing any difcontent, W~'re uniformly contt!' ued by :1ll 

his fucceffors, till the lafr century. A::. the p?rl iament 

often refufed him fnpplies, and that in a mar.nc< ,. me

what rude and indecent q, h ooligcd his opult.:nt C jeers, 

particularly the citizens of London, to grant h cans 

of money; and it is natural to imagine, thal he fame 

o M. Par is, p. 491. M. We~. p. 33S. K ,.h!On, p. ~.t , 

p M. Paris, p· 566.666. Ann. Wave p. Zl4l Cbron, Durlll. vol. i. 

J'• ~35• q M. PariF, p. 301. 
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c H A P. want of reconomy, which reduced him to the neccffity of 
X I[. . ld h' f b . n 1 ~ borrowmg, wou prevent 1m ram emg very punL-LUa 
1247. in the repayment r. He demanded benevolences or pre

tended voluntary contributions from his nobility and pre
lates s. He was the firfr king of England fince the con
quefr, that could fairly be faid to lie under the refiraint of 

law; and he was alfo the firfr that pratl:ifed the difpenf

ing power, and employed the claufe of Non-oljiante in his 
grants and patents. When objeB:ions were made tp this 

novelty, he replied, that the pope cxercifed that autho
rity; and why might not he imitate the example? But 

the abufe, which the pope made of his clifpenfing power, 
in violating the canons of general councils, in invading 
the privileges and cufioms of all particular churches, and 

in ufurping on the rights of patrons, was more likely to 
excite the jealoufy of the people, than to reconcile them 
to a fimilar pratl:ice in their civil government. Roger de 
Thurkefuy, one of the king's j uftices, was fo difpleafed 
with the precedent, that he exclaimed, Alas I what times 
are we fallen into ? Behold, the civil court is corrupted in 

imitation of the eccltjiajlical, and the river is poijoned from. 
that fountain. 

THE king's partiality and profufe bounty to his foreign 
relations, and to their friends and favourites, would have 

appeared more tolerable to the Englifh, had any thing 
been done mean-while for the honour of the nation, or 
had Henry's enterprizes in foreign countries, been at
tended with any fuccefs or glory to himfelf or to the pub
lic : At leaft, fuch military talents in the king would 

have ferved to keep his barons in awe, and have given 
weight and authority to his government. But though he 

declared war againfr Lewis IX. in I 242, and made an 
expedition into Guienne, upon the invitation of his father

in-law, the count de la Marche, who promifed to join 

r M, Paris, p. 406, $ M, Paris, p. 507. 
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him with all his forces; he was unfuccefsful in his at- c H A P. 

tempts againfi that great monarch, was worfied at Taille .. ~ 
bourg, was deferted by his allies, lofi what remained to 

him of Poictou, and was obliged to return, with lofs of 

honour, into England r. The Gafcon nobility were at

tached to the Englifh government; becaufe the difi:ance 

of their fovereign allowed them to remain in a fiate of al

mofi: total independance: And they claimed, fome time 

after, Henry's protection againfi: an invafion, which the 

king of Cafi:ile made upon that territory. Henry re

turned into Guienne, and was more fuccefsful in this ex

pedition; but he thereby involved himfelf and his nobility 

in an enormous debt, which both encreafeu their difcon

tents, and expo fed him to greater danger from their enter

prizes u. 

WANT of reconomy and an ill-judged liberality were 

Henry's great defects ; and his debts, even before this 

expedition, had become fo troublefomc, that he fold all 

his plate and jewels, in order to difcharge them. When 

this expedient was firfi: propofed to him, he afked, where 

he £hould find purchafers ? It was replied, the citizens of 

London. On my word, faid he, if the treofury of Augtiflus 

were brought to fale, the citizens are able to be the purcbafen: 

'ihefe clowns, who offume to themfelves tbe name of barons, 

abound in every tbing, wbile we are reduced to necejfities w. 

And he was thenceforth obferved to be more forward and 

greedy in his exaCtions upon the citizens x. 

}JuT the grievances, which the Englifh during thisEccle~:aiH

reign had reafon to complain of in the civil government, :~'c;;:ev
feem to have been frill lefs burthenfome than thofe which 

they fufFered from the ufurpations and exaCtions of the 

court of Rome. On the death of Langton in 1228, the 

monks of Chrift~church eleCted Waiter de Hemelham, 

t M. Paris, p. 393s 394• jgS, 399· 405. W. Heming. p. S74· Chron. 

Dunfl. vol. i. p. 153• u M. Paris, I'• 614. w M. Paris, 

P• sor. X M. Paris, P• sor. 507· sx$. 57s. 6o6. 62.5· 6 .. S. 
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C H A P·one of their own body, for his fucceffor: But as Henry xrr. 
'---v----Jrefufed to confirm the election, the pope, at his defire, an-

IZ5J. ·nulled it Y; and immediately appointed Richard, chan
cellor of Lincoln, for archbifhop, without wail;ng for a 
new ele&ion. On the death of Richard in 1231, tho 
monks elected Ralph de Neville bilhop ofChichdler; and 
though Henry was much pleafed with the election, the 
pope, who thought that prelate too much attached to the 
crown, affumed the power of annulling his election z. 

He rejected two clergymen more, whom the monks had 
fucceffively chofen ; and he at lafi: told them, that, if 
they would elect Edmond, treafurer of the church of 
Salifbury, he would confirm their choice; and his nomi
nation was complied with. The pope had the prudence 
to appoint both times very worthy primates ; but men 
could not forbear obferving his intention of thus drawing 
gradually to himfelf the right of befl:owing that important 
dignity. 

THE avarice, however, mor~ than the ambition of 
the fee of Rome, feems to have been in this age the 
ground of general complaint. The papal minifiers, 
finding a vafl: frock of power amaffed by their prede
ceffors, were defirous of turning it to immediate profit, 
which they enjoyed at home, rather than of enlarging 
their authority in diftant countries, where they never in
tended to refide. Every thing was become venal in 
the Romiili tribunals ; fimony was openly praClifed ; no 
favours and even no jufl:ice could be obtained with
out a ~ribe; the higheft bidder was fure to have the pre
ference, without regard either to th~ merits of the perfon 
~r of the caufe; and befides the ufual perverfions of right 
~n the decifion of controverfies, the pope openly affumed 
an abfolute and uncontroled authority of fetting afide, ~y 
the plenitude of his apoftolic power, all particular rules 
and all privileges of patrons, churches, and convent$. 

z ~bid. p. ~ 5~· 
Pn 
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On pretence of remedying thefe abufes, pope Honorius, C ~~1 P• 

in 1226, complaining of the poverty of his fee as the~ 

fource of all grievances, demanded from every cathedral U51· 

two of the beft prebends, and from every convent two 

monks' portions, to be fet apart as a perpetual and fettled 

revenue of the papal crown: But all men being fenfible, 

that the revenue would continue for ever, the abufes im

mediately return, his demand was unanimouliy reject-

ed. About three years after, the pope demanded and 

obtained the tenth of all ecclefiaftical revenues, which he 

levied in a very oppreffive manner; requiring payment 

before the clergy had drawn their rents or tythes, and 

fending about ufurers, who advanced them the money at 

~xorbitant intcrefr. In the year I 240, Otho, the legate, 

f.aving in vain attempted the clergy in a body, obtained 

feparatcly, by intrigues and menaces, large fums from the 

prelates and convents, ar1d on his departure is faid to have 

carried more money out of the kingdom than he left in 

it. This experimertt was renewed four years after with 

fuccefs by Martin the nuncio, who brought from Rome 

powers of fufpending and excommunicating aJl clergymen, 

Fhat refufed to comply with his demands. The king, 

)Vho relied on the pope for the fupport of his tottering 

authority, never failed tq countenance thofe exaB:ions. 

MEANWHILE, all the chief benefices of the kingdom 

were conferred on Italians; great numbers of that nation 

were fent over at one tiq1e to be provided for ; non

refidence and pluralities were carried to an enormous 

hei~~t; Manfe1, the king's chaplain, is computed to have 

held at ence feven hundred ecclefiafrical livings; and 

the abufes became fo evident as to be palpable to the 

blindnefs of fuperftition itfelf. The people, entering into 

affociations, rofe againft the Italian clergy; pil1aged their 

barns ; wafted their lands ; infulted the perfons of fuch of 

fhem as they found in the kingdom a ; and when he juf-

:.1 Rymc:r, vol. i. P• 323. M. Paris, P• ~55•157• 
tices 
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C H A P. tices made enquiry into the authors of this diforder, the XII. 
'--.r--' guilt was found to involve fo many, and thofe of fuch 

lZ53• high rank, that it paffed unpunifued. At laft, when In· 
nocent IV. in 1245, called a general council at Lyons, 
in order to excommunicate the emperor Frederic, the 
king and nobility fent over agents to complain before the 
council, of the rapacity of the Romifu church. They 
reprefented, among many other grievances, that the bene
fices of the Italian clergy in England had been efti~ated, 
and were found to amount to 6o,ooo marks b a year, a 
fum which exceeded the annual revenue of the crown it
felf c. They obtained only an evafive anfwer from the 
pope; but as mention had been made before the council, 
of the feudal fubjetl:ion of England to the fee of Rome, 
the Englilh agents, at whofe head was Roger Bigod earl 
of Norfolk, exclaimed againft the pretenfion, and in
lifted, that king John had no right, without the confent 
of his barons, to fubject the kingdom to fo ignominious 
a fervitude d. The popes indeed, afraid of carrying mat
ters too far againft England, feem thenceforth to have 
little infifted on that prett:nfion. 

THIS check, received at the council of Lyons, was 
not able to ftop the court of Rome in its rapacity: Inno
cent exaCl:ed the revenues of all vacant benefices, the 
twentieth of all ecclefiaftical revenues without exception; . 
the third of fuch as exceeded a hundred marks a year; 
the half of fuch as were poffeffed by non-refidents e. He 
claimed the goods of all inteftate clergymen f; he pre
tended a title to inherit all money gotten by ufury; he le-

b Innocent's bull in Rymer, vol. i. p. 471, fays only 5o,coo marks a year. 
c: M. Paris, p. 451. The cufioms were part of Henry's revenue, and 

amounted to 6ooo p<!_unds a year : They were at firft {mall fums paid by the 
merchants for the ufe of the king's warehoufes, meafures, weights, &c. See 
Gilbert's hiftory of the Exch. P• 214. 

d M, Paris, P• 460. e M. Paris, p. 480, Ann, Burt. P• 305• 
373• f M. Paris, p. 474• 
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vied benevolences upon the people; and when the CH A P. 
. . XII. 

king, contrary to his ufual pr:lctice, prohibited thefe 1-..,r--J 

exaCtions, he threatened to pronounce againfi: him the IZ5J· 

fame cenfures, which he had emitted again£1: the empGror 

Frederic g. 

BuT the mofi: oppreffive expedient, employed by the nss• 
pope, was the embarking of Henry in a projctl: for the 

conquefi: of Naples, or Sicily on this fide the Fare, as it 

was called ; an enterprize, which threw much dilhonour 

on the king, and involved him, during feme years, in 

great trouble and ex pence. The Romilh church, taking 

advantage of favourable incidents, had reduced the king-

dom of Sicily to the fame frate of feudal vaffalage, which 

lhe pretended to extend over England, and which, by 

reafon of the diftance, as well as high fpirit of this latter 

kingdom, fhe was not able to maintain. After the death 

of the emperor, Frederic II. the fucceffion of Sicily de

volved to Conradine, grandfon of that monarch; an~ 

Mainfroy, his natural fon, under pretence of governing the 

kingdom during the minority of the prince, had formed 

a fcheme of efl:ablilhing his own anthority. Pope Inno-

cent, who had carried on violent war againfi: the emperor, 

Frederic, and had endeavoured to difpoffefs him of his Ita-

lian dominions, frill continued hofiilities againfl: his grand-

fan; but being difappointed in all his fchemes by the aCti-

vity and artifices of Mainfroy, he found, that his own force 

alone was not fufficient to bring to a happy iffue fo great 

an enterprize. He pretended to difpofe of the Sicilian 

crown, both as fuperior lord of that particular kingdom, 

and as vicar of Chrift, to whom all kingdoms of the 

earth were fubje8ed ; and he made a tender of it to Ri
chard earl of Cornwal, whofe immenfe riches, he fl.attered 

himfelf, would be able· to fupport the military operation~ 

g M, Paris, p. 476. 
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C H A P. againfl: I\ !ainfroy. As Richard had the prudence to refufc 
~the prefent h, he applied to the king, whofe levity and 

nss· thoughtlefs difpofition gave Innocent more hopes of fuc
cefs; and he offered him the crown of Sicily for his fe
cond fon, Edmond i. Henry, aJlured by fv magnificent 
a prefent, without refleCting on the confequences, with
out confu1ting either with his brother or the parliament, 
accepted of the infidious propofal; and gave the pope 
unlimited credit to expend whatever fums he thought 
neceiTary for compleating the conquefl: of Sicily. Inno
cent, who w::ts engaged by his own interefl:s to wage war 
with iainfroy, was glad to carry on his enterprizes at 
the expence of his ally: Alexander IV. who fucceeded 
him in the papal throne, continued the fame policy: And 
Henry was furprized to find himfelf on a fudden involved 
in an immenfe debt, which he had never been confulted 
in contracting. The fum already amounted to 135,541 
marks befide interefl: k; and he had the profpeB:, if he 
anfwered this demand, of being foon loadeti with more 
exorbitant expences; if he refufed it, of both incur
ring the pope's difpleafure, and lofing the crown of Sicily, 
which he hoped foon to have the glory of fixing on the 
head of his fon. 

HE applied to the parliament for fupply; and that he 
might be fure not to meet with oppofition~ he fent no 
writs to the more refraClory barons: But even thofe who 
were fummoned, fenfible of the ridiculous cheat, impofed 
by the pope, determined not to laviih their money on fuch 
chimerical projeCls ; and making a pretext of the abfence 
of their brethren, they refufed to take the king's demands 
into confideration 1

• In this extremity the clergy were 
his only refource; and as both their temporal ~nd fpiri .. 

h M. Paris, p. 6so. i Rym.r, vol. i. p. 502. 512. 530. M. Pari, 
k R)mer, vol. l. p. 587. Chron. Dunfl. vol. i. 

l M. Paris, p. 6tf•J 
P· 599· 613. 
P• 319• 
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tual fovcreign concurred in loading them, they were ill C H A P. 

able to defend themfelves againft thi-s united authority. ~ 
THE pope publilhed a crufade for the conquell: of Si- H55· 

cil y ; and required every one, who had t:iken the cro(s 

againft the Infidels, or had vowed to advance money for 

that fervice, to fupport the war againft Mainfroy, a 

more terrible enemy, as he pretended, to the Chriftian 

faith than any Saracen m. He levied a tenth on all eccle

fiaftical benefices in England for three years ; and gave 

orders to excommunicate all bifhops, who made not punc-

tual payment. He granted to the king the goods of in-

teHate clergymen; the revenues of vacant benefices; the 

revenues of all non-refidents "· But thefe taxations, be-

ing levied by fome rule, were deemed lefs grievous, than 

another impofition, which arofe from the fuggeftion of 

the biiliop of Hereford, and which might have opened the 

door to endlefs and intolerable abufes. 

THIS prelate, who refided at the court of Rome by 

a deputation from the Engli1h church, drew bills of dif

ferent values, but amounting on the whole to 150,540 

marks, on all the bifuops and abbots of the kingdom ; 

and granted thefe bills to Italian merchants, who, it was 

pretended, had advanced money for the fervice of the war 

againfr 1'Iainfroy 0
• As there was no likelihood of the 

Englilh prelates' fubmitting, without compulfion, to 

fuch an extraordinary demand, Rufrand, the legate, was 

charged with the commiffion of employing ;;.uthority to 

that purpofe; and he fummoned an affembly of the 

bi1hops and abbots, whom he acquainted with the plea

fure of the pope and of the king. Great were the fur

prize and indignation of the affembly: The bilhop of 

W orcefter exclaimed, that he would lofe his life rather 

111 Ryrner, vol. i. p. 547, 54-Z, lee. n Rymer, vol. i. p. 597, 59!. 

~ M. Paris, P• 6Jz, 6zl. Chroo. T. Wylr.ca, p. 54• 

than 
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C H A P. than comply: The bifhop of London faid, that the pope 
~and king were more powerful than he; but if his mitre 

IZSS• were taken off his head, he would clap on a helmet in its 
place P. The legate was no lefs violent on the other 
hand; and he told the affembly, in plain terms, that all 
ecclefiaftical benefices were the property of the pope, and 
he might difpofe of them, either in whole or in part, as 
he faw proper q. In the end, the bifhops and abbots, be
ing threatened with excommunication, which made all 
their revenues fall into the king's hands, were obliged to 
fubmit to the exaction : And the only mitigation, which 
the legate allowed them, was, that the tenths, already 
granted, fhould be accepted as a partial payment of the 
bills. But the money was frill infufficient for the pope's 
purpofe: The conq ueft of Sicily was as remote as ever: 
The demands which came from Rome were endlefs : Pope 
Alexander became fo urgent a creditor, that he fent over 
a legate to England ; threatening the kingdom with an 
interdict, and the king with excommunication, if the ar
rears, which he pretended to be due to him, were not in
ftantly remitted r: And at laft, Henry, fenfible of the 
cheat, began to think of breaking off the agreement, and 
of refigning into the pope's hands that crown, which, it 
was not intended by Alexander, that he or his family 
fhould ever enjoys. 

Earl of THE earl of Cornwal had now reafon to value himfelf 
~~~;:;a~ing on his forefight, in refufing the fraudulent bargain with 
of the Ro- Rome, and in preferring the folid honours of an opulent mans, 

and powerful prince of the blood of England, to the 
empty and precarious glory of a foreign dignity. But 
he had not always firmnefs fufficient to adhere to this re
folution: His vanity and ambition prevailed at laft over 
his prudence and his avarice ; and he was engaged in an 

P M. Paris, p. 614. q M. Paris, l'• 6rg. r Rymer, 
vol. i. P• 6z4. M. Paris, P• 648~ s Rjmer, vol. i. p. 63o. 
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enterprize no lefs expenfive and vexatious than that of his C H A P. 

d d . h h XII. 
brother, and not atten e w1t muc greater probability~ 

of fuccefs. The immenfe opulence of Richard having 1255• 

made the German princes caft their eye on him as a can-

didate for the empire; he was tempted to expend vaft 

fums of money on his eleCtion, and he fucceeded fo far as 

to be chofen king of the Romans, which feemed to ren-

der his fucceffion infallible to tlie imperial throne. , He 

went over to Germany, and carried out of the kingdom 

no lefs a fum than feven hundred thoufand marks, if we 

may credit the account given by fome ancient authors s, 
which is probably much · exaggerated t. His money, 

while it lafied, procured him friends and partizans : But 

it was foon drained from him by the avidity of the Ger-

man princes; and, having no perfonal or family connex-

ions in that country, and no folid foundation of power, 

he found at laft, that he had lavilhed away the frugality 

of a who]~ life, in order to procure a fplendid title, and 

that his abfence from England, joined to the weaknefs of 

his brother's government, gave reins to the faCtious and 

turbulent difpofitions of the Engliih barons, and involved 

his own country and family in great calamities. 

THE fuccefsfuJ revolt of the nobility from king John, Difcontents 

and their impofing on him and his fucce.fTors limitations of of the ba-
ron•· 

their royal power, had made them feel their own weight 

• M. Paris, p. 638. The fame author, a few pages before, makes Ri

chard'• treatures amount to little more than half the fum, p. 634· The king's 

diffipatioba and expences, throug!J.put his whole reign, according to the fame 

author, had amounted only to abo11t 94o,oco marks, p. 638. 
t ~he {ums mentioned by ancient authors, who were almoft all tt:onks, 

are often improbable, and never confillent. But we know frem an infallibl 

authority, the public remonftrance to the council of Lyons, that the king's 

revenues were below 6o,ooo marks a year : His brother therefore c~uld never 

have been mafter of 700,ooo marks; efpecially as he did not fell his eftates 

in Engl~nd, as we learn from ilie rame author: And we hear afterwards of 

'hie C)r<fering all his woode tct be eot, in order to fatisfy the rapacity of the 

German prince5; His !on fuccccdcd to the earldom of Cornwal and his other 

rcvcaues, 
and 
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C H A P. and importance, had fet a dangerous precedent of refifr· 
~ ance, and being followed by a long m"ir10rity, had impo-

:uss· verifhed, as well as weakened that crown, which they 
were at laft induced; from the fear of worfe confequences, 
to re-place on the h .... ad of young Henry. In the king's 
fituation, either great abilities and vigour were requifite 
to overawe the barons, or great caution and referve to 
gi\'e them no pretence for complaints; and it mufi: be 
confeffed, that this prince was poffcffed -of neither of thefe 
talents. He had not prudence to chufe right meafures; 
he wanted even that confiancy, which fometimes gives 
weight to wrong ones; he was entirely devoted to his 
favourites, who were always foreigners ; he lavilhed on 
them without difcretion his diminilhed revenue; and find
ing, that his barons indulged their difpofition towards 
tyranny, and obferved not to their own vaffals the fame 
rules, which they had impofed on the crown, he was 
apt, in his admini!hation, to negletl: all the falutary arti
cles of the Great Charter ; which he remarked to be fo 
little regarded by his nobility. This condutl: had ex
tremely leffened his authority in the kingdom; had mul
tiplied complaints againfl: him; and had frequently expofed 
him to affronts, and even to dangerous attempts upon his 
prerogative. In the year 1244, when he defired a fup .. 
ply from parliament, the barons, complaining of the fre• 
quent breaches of the Great Charter, and of the many 
fruitlefs applications which they had formerly made for 
the redrefs of this and other grievances, demanded in re
turn, that he lhould give them the nomination of the great 
jufriciary and of the chancellor, to whofe hands chiefly 
the admiaifrration of j ufiice was committed : And, if we 
may credit the hiftorian u, they had formed the plan of 
other limitations, as well as of affociations to maintain 
them, which would have reduced th~ king to be an abfolute 

u M. Paria, p. 43~. 
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cypher, and have held the crown in perpetual pupillage C H A 
. xu. 

and dependance.' The king, to fat1sfy them, would agree~ 

to nothing but a renewal of the charter, and a general uss· 
permiffion to excommunicate all the violaters of it: And 

he received no fupply, e:xcept a fcutage of twenty !hil-

lings on each knight's fee for the marriage of his eldeft: 

daughter to the king of Scotland; a burthen, which was 

exprefsly annexed to their feudal tenures. 

FouR years after, in ~full parliament, when Henry 

dem<!nded a new fupply, he was openly reproached with 

the breach of his word, and the frequent violations of the 

charter. He was afked, whether he did not blufh to de

fire any aid from his people, whom he profeffedly hated 

and defpifed, to whom on all occafions he preferred 

aliens and foreigners, and who groaned under the oppref

fions, which he either permitted or exercifed over them. 

He was told, that, befides di'fparaging his nobility by 

forcing them to contraCt unequal and mean marriages 

with il:rangers, no rank of men was fo low as to efcape 

vexations from him or his minifters; that even the vitl:uals 

confumed in his houfehold, the clothes which himfelf and 

his fervants wore, itill more the wine which they ufed, 

were all taken by violence from the lawful owners, and 

no compenfation was ever made them for the injury; 

that foreign merchants, to the great prejudice and infamy 

of the kingdom, !hunned the Englifl?. harbours, as if 

they were poffefled by pirates, and the commerce with all 

nations was thus cut off by thefe aB:s of violence; that 

lofs was added to lofs, and injury to injury, while' the 

merchants, who had been defpoiled of their goods, were 

alfo obliged to carry them at their owh charge to what

ever place the king was pleafed to appoint them; that 

even the poor fifhermcn on the coafl: could not efcape his 

opprcffions and thofe of :1is courtiers; and finding that 

they had not full liberty to difpofe of their commo .. 

VoL. II. N ditie 
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C H A P. dities in the Englifh market, were frequently confrrained 
XlT. ·1 '--v--' to carry them to foreign ports, and to hazard all the pen s 
uss• of the ocean, rather than thofe which awaited them from 

his oppreffive emiffar!es; and that his very religion was a 
ground of complaint to his fubjeB:s, while they obferved, 
that the waxen tapers and fplendid filks, employed in fo 
many ufeful proceffions, were the fpoils which he had 
forcibly ravifhcd from the true owners w. Throughout 
this rcmonfirance, in which the complaints, derived from 
an abufe of the ancient right of purveyance, may be fup
pofcd to be fomewhat exaggerated, there appears a ftrange 
mixture of regal tyranny in the practices which gave rife 
to it, and of arifiocratical liberty or rather licentioufnefs 
in the expreffions employed by the parliament. But a 
mixture of this kind is obfervable in all the ancient feudal 
governments; and both of them proved equally hurtful 
to the people. 

As the king, in anfwer to their remonfhance, gave the 
parliament only good words and fair promifes, attended 
with the mofi humble fubmiffions, which they had often 
found deceitful, he obtained at that time no fupply; and 
therefore, in the year 1253, when he found himfelf again 
under the neceffity of applying to parliament, he had pro
vided a new pretence, which he deemed infallible, and 
taking the vow of a Crufade, he demanded their affifiance 
in that piou3 enterprize x. The parliament, however, 
for fome time hefitated to comply ; and the ecclefiafiical 
order fent a deputation confifiing of four prelates, the 
primate, and the bi!hops of Winchefier, Sali!bury, and 
Carlifle, in order to remonfirate with h'im on his frequent 
violations of their privileges, the oppreffions with which 

I 

he had loaded them and all his fubjetl:s r, and the unca-

w M. Paris, P• 498. See farther, p. 578. M. Well. p. 348. 
X M. Pari~, P• 518. ss8. s6S. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. P• 2.93· 
y M. Paris, P• 568 .. 
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nonical and forced elections, which were made to vacant C H A P. 

d. . . '' I . , I" d h k' I h XII. 
tgmttes. t ts true, rep te t e tng, " ave ~ 

" been fomewhat faulty in this particular: I obtruded xzss· 

" you my lord of Canterbury, upon your fee: I was 

" obliged to employ both entreaties and menaces, my 

" lord of Winche!l:er, to have you elected: My proceed-

" ings, I confefs, were very irregular, my lords of Sa-

" liibury aml Carlille, when I raifed you from the lowefl: 

" fl:ations to your prefent dignities : I am determined 

" henceforth to correct thefe abufes; and it will alfo be-

" come you, in order to make a thorough reformation, 

" to refign your prefent benefices ; and try to enter again 

" in a more regular and canonical manner z." The 

bifhops, furprized at thefe unexpeCl:ed farcafms, replied, 

that the que!l:ion was not at prefent how to correCl: paft 

errors, but to avoid them for the future. The king pro-

mifed redrefs both of ecclefia!l:ical and civil grievances; 

and the parliament in return agreed to grant him a {up-

ply, a tenth of the ecclefiaftical benefices, and a fcutage of 
three marks on each knight's fee: But as they had expe-

rienced his frequent breach of promife, they required, 

that he fhould ratify the Great Charter in a manner frill 

more authentic and more folemn than any which he had 

hitherto employed. All the prelates and abbots were affem .. 

bled: They held burning tapers in their hands: The 

Great Charter was read before them : They denounced 

the fentence of excommunication againft every one who 

filould thenceforth violate that fundamental law : They 

threw their tapers on the ground, and exclaimed, May 

the foul of every one, who incurs this entence, fa jli1lk and 

corrupt in Hell! The king bore a part in this ceremony; 

and fubjoined: " So help me God, I will keep all thefe 

" articles inviolate, as I am a man, as I am a chriftian, 

" as I am a knight, and as I am a king crowned and 

~ M. Paris, p. 579• 
N~ " anointed.~' 
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c H A r." anointed a." Yet was the tremendous ceremony nO' 
~~fooner finifhed, than his favourites, abufing his weak-

1:355· nefs, made him return to the fame arbitrary and ir
regular adminiftration; and the reafonable expectations 
of his people were thus perpetually eluded and difap
pointed b. 

125S. ALL thefe imprudent and illegal meafures afforded a, Simon de 
Mou•"fort pretence to Simon de Mountfort, earl of Leicefter, to at-
eaftrl of Lei- tempt an innovation in the government, and to wreft the ce er. 

fcepter from the feeble and irrefolute hand which held it .. 
This nobleman was a younger [on of that Simon de 
.lVIountfort, who had conducted with fuch valour and re
nown the Crufade againft the Albigenfes, and who, 
though he tarnifhed his famous exploits by cruelty and 
ambition, had left a name very precious to all the bigots 
of that age, particularly to the eccle.fiaftics. A large in
heritance in England fell by fucceffion to this family; but 
as the eider brother enjoyed fiill more opulent poffeffions 
in France, and could not perform fealty to two mafters, 
he transferred his right to Simon, his younger brother, 
who came over to England, Elid homage for his lands, 
and was raifed to the dignity of earl of Leicefier. In the 
year 1238, he efpoufed' Eleanor dowager of William eart 
of Pembroke, and fifter to the king e ; but the marriage 
of this princefs with a fubjeB: and a foreigner, though 
contracted with Henry's confent, was loudly complained 
of by the earl of Cornwal, and all the barons of England; 
and Leicefter was fupported againfr their violence, by the 
king's favour and authority alone d. But he had no 
fooner efiabli!hed himfelf in his poffeffions and dignities, 
than he acquired, by infinuation and addrefs, a ftrong 

a M. Paris, P• 5~0. Ann. Burt. P• 323. Ann. Waved. p. 210. W., 
Heming. F• 571• M. Weft. p. 353• b M. Paris, p. 597• 6o8. 

c lbic. p. 314· d Ibid. p liS• 
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i.rmrefr with the nation, and gained equally the afFetl:ions c H A P. 
• IL" XII. 

of all orders of men. He lofr, however, the fnendw1p ~ 

of Henry from the ufual levity and ficklenefs of that us$. 

prince; he was bani!hed the court; he was recalled; he 

was entrufred with the command of Guienne e, where he 

did good fervice and acquired honour; he was again dif-

graced by the king, and his bani!hment from court feem-

ed now final and irrevocable. Henry called him traitor 

to his face; Leicefrer gave him the lye, and told him, 

that, if he were not his fovereign, he would foon make 

him repent of that inful t. Yet was this quarrel accom-

modated either from the good-nature or timid:ty of the 

ki.ng; and Leicefter was again admitted into fome degree 

of favour and authority. But as this nobleman was be-

come too great to preferve an entire complaifance to Hen-

ry's humours, and to aCt in fubferviency to his other 

minions ; he found more advantage in cultivating his 

intereft with the public, and in inflaming the general cl if-

contents, which prevailed againfl: the admini!hation. He 

filled every place with complaints againfl: the infringe-

ment of the Great Charter, the atl:s of violence commit-

ted on the people, the combination between the pope and 

the king in their tyranny and extortions, Henry's neglect 

of his native fubjetl:s and barons; and though himfelf a 

foreigner, he was more !oud than any in reprefenting the 

indignity of fubmitting to the dominion of foreigners. 

By his hypocritical pretenfions to devotion, he gained the 

favour of the zealots and clergy: By his feeming concern 

for public good, he acquired the afFeCtions of the public: 

And befides the private friendlhips, which he had culti

vated with the barons, his animofity againfl: the favourites 

created an union of interefrs between him and that pow

erful order. 

A RECENT quarre1, which broke out between Leiccf

ter and William de Valen~e, Henry's half brother, and 

e Rymer, vol. i p. 459· SIJ. 
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c H A P. chief favoutite, brought matters to extremity r, and de .. 
~ termined the former to give full fcope to his bold and un-

J;s8. bounded ambition, which the laws and the king's authority 
had hitherto with difficulty refirained. He fecretly called 
a meeting of the mofi confiderable barons, particularly 
}-Iumphrey de Bohun, high confiable, Roger Bigod, earl 
marefchal, and the earls of W arwic and G locefier; men, 
who by their family and po!feffions fiood in the firfi rank 
of the Engliih nobility. He reprefented to this company 
the neceffity of reforming the ftate, and of putting the 
execution of the laws into other hands than thofe which 
had hitherto appeared, from repeated experience, fo unfit 
for the charge with which they were entrufred. He 
exaggerated the oppreffions exercifed againfr the lower or
ders of the fiate, the violations of the barons' privileges, 
the continued depredations made on the clergy; and in 
order to aggravate the enormity of this conduct, he ap
pealed to the Great Charter, which Henry had fo often 
ratified, and which was calculated to prevent for ever the 
return of thofe intolerable grievances. He magnified the 
generofity of their ancefiors, who, at a great expence 
of blood, had extorted that famous conceffion from the 
crown; but lamented their own degeneracy, who allowed 
fo important an advantage, once obtained, to be wrefied 
from them by a weak prince and by infolent frrangers. And 
he infified, that the king's word, after io many fubmif
:fions and fruitlefs promifes on his part, could no longer 
be relied on; and that nothing but his abfolute inability 
to violate national privileges could henceforth enfure the 
regular obfervance of them. 

THESE topics, which were founded in truth, and fuited 
fo well the fentiments of the company, had the defired 
effect; and th~ barons embraced a refolution of redreffing 
the public grievances, by taking into their 9wn hands the 

adminiftration 
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adminiftration of government. Henry having: fummoned C H A P. ..... xn. 
a parliament, in expectation of receiving fu pp lies for his "----.;_-,..__} 

Sicilian project, the barons appeared in the hall, clad in uss. 

complete armour, and with their fwords by their fide: 

The king on his entry, frruck with the unufual appear

ance, afk.ed them what was their purpofe, and whether 

they pretended to make him their prifoner g ? Roger Bi

god replied in the name of the reft, that he was not their 

prifoner, but their fovereign; that they even intended to 

grant him large fupplies, in order to fix his fon on the 

throne of Sicily; that they only expected fome retuq.1 for 

this expence and fervice; and that, as he had frequently 

made fubmiffions to the parliament, had acknowledged 

his paft errors, and had frill allowed himfelf to be carried 

into the fame path, which gave them fuch jufi rcafon of 

complaint, he mufr now yield to more frrict regulations, 

and confer authority on thofe who were able and willing 

to redrefs the national grievances. Henry, partly allured 

by the hopes of fupply, partly intimidated by the union 

and martial appearance of the barons, agreed to their de

mand ; and promifed to fummon another parliament at 

Oxford, in order to digeft the new plan of government7 

and to elect the perfons, who were to be entrufied with 

the chief authority. 
THIS parliament, which the royalifl:s, and even the u T~ne. 

P ovlfivns 

nation, from experience of the confufions that attended of Oxford 

its meafures, afterwards denominated the mad parliament, 

met on the day appointed; and as all the barons brought 

along with them their military vaffals, and appeared with 

an armed force, the king, who had taken no precautions 

againft them, was in reality a prifoner in their hands, 

and was obliged to fubmit to all the terms which they were 

pleafed to impofe upon him. Twelve barons were felcCl:-

ed from among the king's minifters; twelve more were 

g Annal, Theokeib1ny, 

N+ chofen 
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C H A P. chofen by parliament: To thefe twc:1ty-four, unlimited 
~authority was granted to reform the ftate ; and the king 

nss. himfelf took an oath, that he would maintain whatever 
ordinances they fuould think proper to enact for that pur• 
pofe h, Leicefter was at the head of this fupreme coun
cil, to which the legillative power was thus in reality 
transferred ; and all their meafures were taken by his 
fecret influence and direction. Their fidl: ftep bore a fpe
cious appearance, and feemed well calculated for the end, 
which they profeffed to be the object of all thefe innova
tions: They ordered that four knights fhould be chofen 
by each county; that they ihould make enquiry into the 
grievances of which their neighbourhood had reafon to 
complain, and fhould attend the enfuing parliament, in 
order to give information to that affembly of the ftate of 
their particular counties i : A nearer approach to our pre
fent conftitution than had been made by the barons in the 
ll'eign of king John, when the knights were only appointed 
to meet in their feveral counties, and there to draw up a 
detail of their grievances. Meanwhile the twenty-four 
barons proceeded to enact fome regulations, as a redrefs 
of fuch grievances as were fuppofed to be fufficiently 
notorious. They ordered, that three feffions of par
liament fhould be regularly held every year, in the 
months of February, June, and Otl:ober; that a new 
fheriff fhould be annually elected by the votes of the free
holders in each county k; that the fheriffs fhould have no 
power of fining the barons who did not attend their courts, 
or the circuits of the jufi:iciaries; that no heirs fhou ld be 
committed to the wardihip of foreigners, and no cafiles 
intrufied to their cufiody ; and that no new warrens or 
forefis ihould be created, nor the revenues of any counties 
or hundreds be let to farm. Such were the regulations 

h Rymer, vol. i. p. 655· Chron. Dunft. vol. i. P• 334· Knyghtona 
P• 2.445· i M. Paris, p. 657• Addit, p. J40• Ann, Burt. p. 4a, 

If. Chron, Dunft. vol. i, p. 336. 
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which the twenty-four barons efrabli!hed at Oxford, for c H A P· 
r. f bl. . XII. 

the redre1s o pu 1c gnevances. '---v---1 
BuT the earl of Leicefier and his affociates, having ad- us8. 

vanced fo far to fatisfy the nation, infiead of continuing 

in this popular courfe, or granting the king that fupply 

whi:h they had promifed him, immediately provided 

for the extenfion and continuance of their own autho-

rity. They rouzed anew the popular clamour, which 

had long prevailed againfr foreigners; and they fell 

with the utmofi violence on the king's half-brothers, 

who were fuppofed to be the authors of all national 

grievances, and whom Henry had no longer any power 

to Frotea. The four brothers, fenfible of their danger_.. 

tool: to flight, with an intention of making their efcape 

out of the kingdom; they were eagerly purfued by the 

barons; Aymer, one of the brothers, who had been 

elected to the fee of Winchefter, took fhelter in his epif-

copal palace, a,nd carried the others along with him ; they 

were furrounded in that place, and threatened to be 

dra5ged out by force, and to be punifhed for their crimes 

;:1nd mifdemeanors; and the king, pleadi,ng the facrednefs 

of an ecclefiafl:ical fanB:uary, was glad to extricate them 

from this danger by banifhing them the kingdom. In this 

atl: of violence, as well as in the former ufurpations of the 

barons, the queen and her uncles were thought to have 

fecretly concurred ; being jealous of the credit acquired 

py the brothers, which, they found, had eclipfed and 

annihilated their own. 
BuT the fubfeq uent proceedings of the twenty-four Ufurpationa 

barons were fufficient to open the eyes of the nation, of the ba-
rons. 

and to prove their intention of reducing for ever both the 

king and the people under the arbitrary power of a very 

narrow ariftocracy, which mufi at lafl: have terminated 

either in anarchy, or in a violent ufurpation and tyranny. 

' hey pretended, that they had not yet digefted all the 

regulations neceffary for the reformation of the frate, and 

for 
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c H A P. for the redrefs of grievances; and that they mufi: frill 
~retain their power, till that great purpofe were thoroughly 

nss. effected : In other words, that they muft be perpetual 
governors, and mufi: continue to reform, till they were 
pleafed to abdicate their authority. They formed an affo
,ciation among themfelves, and fwore that they would 
ftand by each other with their lives and fortunes : They 
difplaced all the chief officers of the crown, the jufiiciary, 
the chancellor, the treafurer; and advanced either them
fclves or their own creatures in their place: Even the 
offices of the king's houfehold were difpofed of at their 
pleafure: The government of all the cafiles was put into 
hands in whom they found reafon to confide : And the 
whole power of the fiate beirg thus transferred to them, 
they ventured to impofe an oath; by which all the fub
jeCl:s were obliged to fwear, 11nder the penalty of being 
declared public enemies, that they would obey and exe
cute all the regulations, both known and unknown, of 
the twenty-four barons: And all this, for the greater 
glory of God, the honour of the church, the fervice of 
the king, and the advantage of the kingdom 1• No one 
dared to withfiand this tyrann:cal authority: Prince Ed
ward himfelf, the king's eldef: fon, a youth of eighteen, 
who began to give indicatiom of that great and manly 
fpirit, which appeared throughout the whole courfe of his 
life, was, after making fame oppofition, confirained to 
take that oath, which really depofed his father and his 
family from fovereign authority m. Earl Warrenne was 
the lafi perfon in the kingdom, that could be brought to 
give the confederated barons this mark of fubmiffion. 

BuT the twenty-four barons, not content with the 
ufurpation of the royal power: introduced an innovatio.q.. 
in the confiitution of parliament, which was of the ut
mofi importance. They ordained, that this affembly 

I Chron. T. Wykes, P• 5~• tn Ann. Burt. p. 4II• 

1bould 
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lhould chufe a committee of twelve perfons, who fuould, c H A P. 

in the intervals of the feffions, po!fefs the authority of~~ 
the whole parliament, and fhould attend on a fummons ·u5S. 

the perfon of the king, in all his motions. But fo 

powerful were thefe barons, that this regulation was alfo 

fubmitted to; the whole government was overthrown or 

:fixed on new foundations; and the monarchy was totally 

fubverted, without its being poffible for the king to ftrike 

a fingle fhoke in defence of the conftitution againft the 

newly ereCl:ed oligarchy. 

THE report, that the king of the Romans intended to 

pay a vifit to England, gave alarm to the ruling barons, 

who dreaded left the extenfive influence and efiabliilied 

authority of that prince would be employed to reftore the 

prerogatives of his family, and overturn their plan of 

government n. They fent over the bilhop of Worcefter, 

who met him at St. Omars; a!ked him, in the name of 

the barons, the reafon of his journey, and how long 

he intended to fray in England ; and infifted, that, be

fore he entered the kingdom, he fhould fwcar to obferve 

the regulations efiablilhed at Oxford. On Richard's re

fufal to take this oath, they prepared to refift him as a 

public enemy; they fitted out a Reet, affembled an army, 

and exciting the inveterate prejudices of the people 

againft foreigners, from whom they had fuffered fo many 

oppreffions, fpread the report that Richard, attended by a 

number of :f.hangers, meant to reftore by force the authority 

of his exiled brothers, and to violate all the fecurities pro

vided for public liberty. The king of the Romans was 

at laft obliged to fubmit to the terms required of him~. 

BuT the barons, in proportion to their continuance in 

power, began gradually to lofe that popularity, which 

had affifted them in obtaining it; and men repined, that 

» M. Paris1 p. 66r. 

,. 53• 
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c H A P. regulations, which were occafionally e:ilabliihed, for 
~the reformation of the :ilate, were likely to become per .. 

12.59· petual, and to fubvert entirely the ancient confritution. 
They were apprehenfive, lefr the power of the nobles, 
always oppreffive, ihould now exert itfelf without con
troul, by removing the counterpoife of the crown ; and 
their fears were increafed by fome new editl:s of the 
barons, which were plainly calculated to procure to them
felves an impunity in all their violences. They appoint .. 
ed, that the cireuits of the itinerant j ufrices, the foie 
check on their arbitrary condutl:, fhould be held only 
once in feven years; and men eafily faw, that a remedy, 
which returned after fuch long intervals, againfr an op
preffive power, which was perpetual, would prove totally 
infignificant and ufelefs P. The cry became loud in the 
nation, that the barons fhould finifh their intended regu
lations. The knights of the !hires, who feem now to 
have been pretty regularly affembled, ;md fometimes in a 
feparate houfe, made remon:ilrq.nces againfr the flownefs 
of their proceedings, They reprefented, that, though 
1he king had performed all the conditions required of him, 
the barons had hitherto done nothing for the public good, 
and had only been careful to promote their own private 
advantage, and to make inroads on royal authority; and 
they even appealed to prince Edward, and claimed his 
interpofition for the interefis of the nation, and the 
reform:1tion of the government q. The prince replied, 
that, though jt was from confrraint, and contrary to his 
private fentiments, he had [worn to. maintain the provi
fions of Oxford, he was determined to obferve his oath : 
But he fent a meffage to the barons, requiring them to 
bring their undertaking to a fpeedy conclufion, and fulfil · 
their engagements to the public : Otherwife, he menaced 
them, that, at the expence of his life, he would oblige 

P M, Paris, p. 667. Trivet, p. zog, 'i Annal, Burt, p. 4~7· 

them 
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them to do their duty, and would fued the la£1: drop ofC H A P. 

his blood in promoting the interefts, and fatisfying the~ 
ju£1: willies of the nation r. us~· 

THE barons, urged by fo preffing a neceffity, publifu

ed at !aft a new code of ordinances for the reformation of 
the ftate s : But the expeCtations of the people were ex
tremely difappointed, when they found, that thefe con..o 
fifted only of fome trivial alterations in the municipal 
law ; and frill more, when the barons pretended, that the 

tafk was not yet finifhed, and that they muft farther pro
long . their authority, in order to bring the work of 

reformation to the defired period. The current of popu
larity was now much turned te the fide of the crown; 
and the barons had little to rely on for their fupport, 
befides the private influence and power of their families, 
which, though exorbitant, was likely to prove inferior to 

the combination of king and people. Even this bafis of 

power was daily weakened by their inteftine jealoufies and 
animofities; their ancient and inveterate quarrels broke 
out when they came to £hare the fpoils of the crown; 
and the rivalfhip between the earls of Leicefier and Glo

cefter, the chief leaders among them, began to disjoint 
the whole confederacy. The latter, more moderate in 

his pretenfions, was defirous of flopping or retarding the 
career of the barons' ufurpations; but the former, enrag d 
at the oppofition which he met with in his own party, 
pretended to throw up all concern in Englilh affairs; and 
he retired into France t. 

THE kingdom of France, the only fiate with which 

England had any confiderable intercourfe, was at this 

time governed by Lewis IX. a prince of the moft fingu
]ar character that is to be met with in all the records of 
hifiory. This monarch united, to the mean and abjetl: 

fuperfiition of a monk, all the courage and magnanimity 

r Annal. Burt. P· 427, 

DQnft, vol. i. p. 34S.. 
$ Ibid, p, 4~8~ 4l9'o t Chron. 
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C H A P. of the greatefl: hero; and, what may be ~deemed more 
~extraordinary, the juftice and integrity of a difinterefi:ed 

12.59. patriot, the mildnefs and humanity of an accomplilhed 
phi:lofopher. So far from taking advantage of the di
vifions among the Englilh, or attempting to expel thofe 
dangerous rivals from the provinces, which they frill 
poffeffed in France; he had entertained many fcruples 
with regard to the fentence of attainder pronounced againft 

the king's father, had even expreffed fome intention of 

refi:oring the other provinces, and was only prevented 
from taking that imprudent refolution, by the united re
monfi:rances of his own barons, who repr\!fented the 

extreme danger of fuch a meafure u, and, what had a 

greater influence on Lewis, the juftice of punifhing by a 

legal fentence the barbarity and felony of John. When
ever this prince interpofed in Engli£h affairs, it was al
ways with an intention of compofing the differences be
tween the king and his nobility ; he recommended to both 

parties every peaceable aud reconciling meafure; and he 
ufed all his authority with the earl of Leicefl:er, his 
native fubjecr, to bend him to a compliance with 

Henry. He made a treaty with England, at a time 
loth May. 

when the difi:raetions of that kingdom were at the great-
eft height, and when the king's authority was totally 
annihilated; and the terms, which he granted, might, 
even in a more profperous ftate of their affairs, be deemed 

reafonable and advantageous to the Englilh. He yielded 
up fome territories which had been conquered from Poic
tou and Guienne; he enfured the peaceable poffeffion of 

the latter province to Henry; he agreed to pay that 

prince a large fum of money; and he only required that 
the king lhould, in return, make a final ceffion of Nor
mandy, and the other provinces, which he could never 

entertain any hopes of recovering by force of arms w. 

u M. Paris, p. 6o4. w Rymer, vol. i. p. 67 5· M. Pari~, p. 566. 
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This ceffion was ratified by Henry, by his two fans, and c H A P. 

two daughters, and by the king of the Romans and his~ 
three fons : Leicefter alone, either moved by a vain arro- 1259• 

gance, or defirous to ingratiate himfelf with the Englilh 

populace, protefted againfl: the deed, and infifted on the 

right, however diftant, which might accrue to his conforf~:. 

Lewis faw in his obftinacy the unbounded ambition of 

the man; and as the barons infifted, that the money, 

due by treaty, fhould be at their difpofa1, not at Henry's, 
he alfo faw, and probably with regret, the low condition, 
to which this monarch, who had more erred from weak-

nefs than from any bad intentions, was reduced by the 

turbulence of his own fubjeets. 

BuT the fituation of Henry foon after wore a more u6 .. 

favourable afpeet. The twenty-four barons had now en-

joyed the fovereign power near three years; and had 

vifibly employed it, not for the reformation of the fl:ate, 
which was their firfl: pretence, but for the aggrandize-
ment of themfel ves and of their families. The breach 

of trufl: was apparent to all the world : Every order of 
men felt it, and murmured againfl: it : The diffenfmns 

among the barons themfelves, which encreafed the evil, 

made alfo the remedy more obvious and eafy: And the 

fecret defertion in particular of the earl of Gloc;efl:er to 
the crown, feemed to promife Henry certain fuccefs in 

any attempt to refume his authority. Yet durft he not 

take that fiep, fo reconcilable both to juftice and policy, 

without making a previous application to Rome, and 

defiring an abfolution from his oaths and engagements Y. 

THE pope was at this time much diffatisfied with the 
conduCl: of the barons; who, in order to gain the favour 

of the people and clergy of England, had expelled all the 

Italian ecclefiafiics, had confifcated thei~ benefices, and 

x Chron, T. Wykes, p. 53• 1 {\-nn. Burt, p. 3g9. 
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c H A P. feemed determined to maintain the liberties and privileges 
~of the Englifh church, in which the rights of patronage, 

1:2.61. belonging to their own families, were included. The ex
treme animofity of the Englilh clergy again!l: the Italians 
was alfo a fource of his difgufr to this order; and an at
tempt, which had been made by them for farther liberty 
and greater independance on the civil power, was there
fore lefs acceptable to the court of Rome z. About the 
fame time, that the barons at Oxford had annihilated the 
prerogatives of the monarchy, the clergy met in a fynod 
at Merton, and paired feveral ordinances, which were no 
lefs calculated to prom(te their own grandeur at the ex
pence of the crown. 1"'ney decreed, that it was unlawful 
to try ecclefiafiics by fecular judges; that the clergy were 
not to regard any prohibitions from civil courts; that lay
patrons had no right to confer fpiritual benefices; that 
the magi£l:rate was obliged, without farther enquiry, to 
imprifon all excommunicated perfons ; and that ancient 
ufage, without any particular grant or charter, was a 
fufficient authority for any clerical poffeffions or privi
leges a. About a century before, thefe claims would have 
been fupported by the court of Rome beyond the moff: 
fundamental articles of faith: They were the chief points 
maintained by the great martyr, Becket ; and his refolu
tion in defending them had exalted him to the high 
fiation which he held in the catalogue of Romilh faints. 
But principles were changed with the times: The pope 
was become fomewhat jealous of the great independance 
of the Englilh clergy, which made them fiand lefs in 
need of his proteCtion, and even emboldened them to 
refi!l: his authority, and to complain of the preference 
given to the Italian couttiers, whofe interefis, it is natu
ral to imagine, were tne chief objeCt of his concern. 
He was ready therefore, on the king's application, to 

z R.ymer, Tol. i. P• 7SS• a Ann. Burt, p. 389. 

annul 
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nhul thefe new conftitutions of th:! church of Engiand b. c H A P. 

And, at the fame time, he abfolved the king and all his~ 

fubjetl:s from the oath which they had taken to obferve u6x. 

the provifions of Oxford c. 

PRINCE Edward, whofe liberal mind, though in fuch Prince Eda 

early youth, had taught him the great prejudice, which ward. 

his father haJ incurred, by his levity, inconfi:ancy, 

and frequent breach of promife, refufed for a long time 

to take advantage of this abfolution ; and declared that 

the provifions of ~ford, how ·mreafonable foever in 

themfel ves, and how much foeve~ abufed by the barons, 

ought frill to be adhered to by thofe who had fworn to 

obferve them d : He himfelf had reen confi:rained by vio-

lence to take that oath; yet was h~ determined to keep it. 

By this fcrupulous fidelity~ the prince acquired the con-

fidence of all parties, and was afterwards enabled to 

recover fully the royal authority, and to perform fuch 

great aCtions both during his own reign and that of his 

father. 

THE fituation of England, dUJing this period, as well 

as that of moft European kingdoms, was fomewhat pecu

liar. There was no regular military force maintained in 

the nation: The fword, howerer, was not, properly 

{peaking, in the hands of the pe::>ple : The barons were 

alone entrufted with the defence c,f the community; and 

after any effort, which they made, either againfr their own 

prince, or againfr foreigners, as the military retainers de

parted home, the armies were difbanded, and could not 

fpeedily be re-aifembled at pleaf1re. It was eafy there

fore, for a few barons, by a combination, to get the :H:art 

of the other party,. to colleCt fudd::!nly their troops, and to 

appear unexpectedly in the neld with an army, v:h.ch 

b Rymer, vo}; i. p. 755• c: RJmer, vol. i. p. 721.. M . Pari~: 

p. 666. W. Heming. p. 58o. Ypod. Neuf-. P· 468, Kn~ghton, p. 24- C'. 

d M. Paris, p. 6~7. 
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c H A P. their antagonifis, though equal or even fuperior in powe1 
~.:__,and intereft, would not dare to encounter. Hence the 

1261. fudden revolutions, which often took place in thofe go
vernments: Hence the frequent victories obtained with· 
out a blow by one faction over the other: And hence it 
happened, that the feeming prevalence of a party, was 
feldom a prognofric of its long continuance in power and 
authority. 

u.6z. THE king, as foon as he received the pope's abfolution 
from his oath, accompanied with menaces of excommu
nication againft all opponents, trufting to the counte
nance of the church, to the fupport promifed him by 
many confiderable barons, and to the returning favour 
of the people, immediately took off the mafk. After juf
tifying his conduct by a proclamation, in which he fet 
forth the private ambition, and the breach of trufr, con· 
fpicuous in Leicefier and his affociates, he declared, that 
he had refumed the government, and was determineC: 
thenceforth to exert the royal authority for the protec
tion of his fubjeB:s. He removed H ugh le Defpenfer 
and Nicholas de Ely, the jufiiciary and chancellor ap
pointed by the barons ; and put Philip Baffet and Waiter 
de Merton in their place. He fubfiituted new fheriffs in 
all the counties, men of character and honour : He 
placed new governors in moft of the caftles : He changed 

·3 April. all the officers of his houfhold : He fummoned a parlia
ment, in which the refumption of his authority was rati
fied, with only five diffenting voices : And the barons, 
after making one fruitlefs effort, to take he king by fur
prize at \Vinchefi:er, were obliged to acquiefce in thofc 
new regulations e. 

THE king, in order to cut off every objection to his 
conduct, offered to refer all the differences between him 

e M. Paris, F• f£ • Cbron. T, Wykn, p. SS• 
and 
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ttnd the earl of Leicefl:er, to Margaret queen of France r. c H A P xn. 
~he celebrated integrity of Lewis gave a mighty influence~ 

to any decifion which ifi"ued from his <wurt; and Henry u.6:t.. · 

probably hoped, that the gallantry, on which all barons, 

as true knights; valued themfelves, would make them 

alhamed not to fubmit to the award of that princefs. 

Lewis merited the confidence repofed in him. By an ad-

mirable conduct, probably as polittcal as jufl:, he conti-

nually interpofed his good offices to allay the civil difconls 

of the Englilh: He forwarded all healing meafures, which 

might give fecurity to both part~es : And he frill endea .. 

voured, though in vain, to footh by perfuafion the fierce 

ambition of the earl of Leicefl:er, and to convince hitn 

how much it was his duty to fubmit peaceably to the au-

thority of his fovereign. 

THAT bold and artful cohipirator was nowife difcou- u63• 

raged by the bad fuccefs of his pail: enterprizes. The 

death of Richard earl of Glocefl:er, who was his chief 

rival in power, and who, before his deceafe, had joined 

the royal party, feemed to open a new field to his vio-

lence, and to expofe the throne to frelh infults and in-

juries. It was in vain, that the king profeffed his inten-

tions of obferving fl:rictly the great charter; even of main ... 

taining all the regulations made by the reforming barons 

at Oxford or afterwards, except thofe which entirely an

nihilated the royal authority : T'hefe powerful chieftains, 

now obnoxious to the court, could not peaceably refign 

the hopes of entire independance and uncontrouled power~ 

with which they had Battered themfelves, and which they 

had fo long enjoyed. Many of them engaged in Leicef- CiYit wart 

, . d h 11 G. of the ba-. 
ter s views, an among t e ren, Il bert, the young earl rom. 

of Glocefter, who brought him a mighty acceilion of 

power, from the extenfive authority polfdfed by that opu ... 

f Rymer, vo~. i. p. 72.4. 
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c H A P. lent famih·. Even Henry, fon of the king of the Romans, 
~commonly called Henry d'Allmaine, though a prince of 

1263. the blood, joined the party of the barons againfr the 
king, the head of his own family. Leicefrer himfelf, 
who frill refided in France, fecretly formed the links of 
this great confpiracy, and planned the whole fcheme of 
operations. 

THE princes of Wales, notwithfl:anding the great 
power of the monarchs, both of the Sax on and Norman 
line, frill preferved authority in their own country. 
Though they had often been conftrained to pay tribute 
to the crown of England, they were with difficulty re
tained in fubordination or even in peace; and almofl: 
through every reign fince the conquefr, they had infefted 
the Englifh frontiers with fuch petty incurfions and fud
den inroads, as feldom merit to have place in a general 
hiil:ory. The Englifh, frill content with repelling their 
invailons, and chacing them back into their mountains, 
had never purfued the advantages obtained over them, nor 
been able, even under their greateft and mofr aB:ive prin
ces,. to fix a total, or fo much as a feudal fubjeB:ion on 
the country. This advantage was referved to the prefent 
king, the weakeR: and mofr indolent. In the year 1237, 
Lewellyn, prince of Wales, declining in years and broken 
with infirmities, but fiill more haraffed with the rebellion 
and undutiful behaviour of his younger fon, Griffin, had 
recourfe to the proteCtion of Henry ; and confenting to 
fubjeB: his principality, which had fo long maintained, or 
foon recovered, its independance, to vaffalage under the 
crown of England, had purchafed {ecurity and tranquil
lity on thefe difhonourable terms. His eldeft fon and 
heir, David, renewed the homage to England; and hav
ing taken his brother prifoner, delivered him into Hen
ry's hands, who committed him to cufrody in the Tower. 
'That prince, endeavouring to make his efcape, loft his 

life 
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life in the attempt; and the prince of Wales, freed from C H A P. 

the apprehenfions of fo dangerous a rival, paid thenceforth~ 
lefs regard to the Englifu monarch, and even renewed a63. 

thofe incudions, by which the Welfh, during fo many 

ages, had been accufiomed to infeft the Englilh borders. 

Lewellyn, however, the fon of Griffin, who fucceeded to 

his uncle, had been obliged to renew the homage, which 

was now claimed by England as an efl:ablifhed right; but 

he was well pleafed to inflame thofe civil difcords, on 

which he refied his prefent fecurity, and founded his 

hopes of future independance. He entered into a confe • 

deracy with the earl of Leicefl:er, and collecring all the 

force of his principality, invaded England with an army 

of 30,000 men. He ravaged the lands of Roger de Mar-

timer and of all the barons, who adhered to the crown g; 

he marched into Cheihire, and committed like depreda-

tions on prince Edward's territories; every place, where 

his diforderly troops appeared, was laid wafl:e with fire 

and fword; and though Mortimer, a gallant and expert 

foldier, made fi:out refifl:ance, it was found neceffary, that 

the prince himfelf ihould head the army againfi this in-

vader. Edward repulfed prince. Lewellyn, and obliged 

him to take ihelter in the mountains of North Wales: 

But he was prevented from making farther progrefs againft 

the enemy, by the diforders, which foon after broke out 

in England. 
THE Wellh invafion was the appointed fignal for the 

malcontent barons to rife in arms ; and Leicefier, coming 

over fecretly from France, collecred all the forces of his 

party, and commenced an open rebellion. He feized theper

fon of the bilhop of Hereford ; a prelate obnoxious to all 

the inferior clergy, on account of his devoted attachment 

to the court of Rome h. Simon1 bilhop of Norwich, and 

g Chron. Dunft, vol. i. p. 354· h Trivet, p. :tn. M Well, 

Jl• 3h· 39~· 
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c H A P. John Man(el, becaufe they had publilhed the pope's buff~ 
~ abfolving the king and kingdom from their oaths ;o ob-

u63· ferve the provifions of Oxford, were made prifonets, and 
expo fed to the rage of the party. The king"s dernefnes 
were ravaged with unbounded fury i; and as it was Lei
cefter's intcreft to allure to his fide, by the hopes ofplun ... 
der, all the aiforderly ruffians in England, he gav<: them 
a general licence to pillage the barons of the oppofite 
party, and even all neutral perfons. But one of thE prin
cipal refources of his faction was the populace of the cities, 
particularly of London; and as he had, by his hypocriti
cal pretenfions to fanctiry, and his zeal againft Rome, 
engaged the monks and lower ecclefiaftics in his par:y, his 
dominion over the inferior ranks of men became uncon
troulable. Thom.as Fitz-Richard, mayor of London, a 
furious and licentious man, gave the countenance of au
thority to thefe diforders in the capital ; and having de· 
~lared war againft the fubftantial citizens, he loofered all 
the banqs of government, by which that turbulent ~ity 
was commonly but ill reftrained. On the approach of 
Eafter, the zeal of fuperfl:ition, the appetite for plunder, 
or what is often as prevalent with the populace as either 
of thefe motives, the pleafure of committing havcc and 
deftruB:ion, prompted them to attack the unhappy fews, 
who were firfi: pillaged without refi11ance, then maff4cred, 
to the number of f1ve hundred perfons k, The Lonbard 
bankers were next expofed to the rage of the people ; and 
though, by taking fanB:~ary in the churches, they efcaped 
with their lives, all their money and goods became a prey 
to the licentious multitude. Even the houfes o~ the 
:rich citizens, though ~nglilh, were attacked by n :ght; 
~nd way was made by f word and by fire to the pillage of 
their goods, and often to the deflrutl:ion of their pe1fons. 
The que~n, who, though defended by the Tower1 was 

k Chron. T. Wykes,p. 59• 

~er:i~e~ 
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terrified by the neighbourhood of fuch dangerous com- C H A P. 

motions, refolved to go by water to the cafrle of Wind for;~ 

but as jhe approached the bridge, the populace affembled ucsl· 

againfi her : The cry ran, drown the witch; and be!ides 

abu!ing her with the mofr opprobrious language, and pelt-

ing het with rotten eggs and dirt, they had prepared large 

:llones to fink her barge, when £he lhould attempt to 

£hoot the bridge; and £he was fo frightened that £he re~ 

turned to the Tower 1. 

TH~ violence and fury of Leicefrer's faction had rifen 

to fuch a height in all parts of England, that the king, 

unable to refifr their power, was obliged to fet on foot a 

treaty :>f peace; and to make an accommodation with the 

l>arom on the mofr difadvantageous terms m, He agreed rSth July. 

to confirm anew the provifions of Oxford, even thofe 

which entirely annihilated the royal authority; and the 

barons were again re-infl:ated in the fovereignty of the 

kingd~>m. They refl:ored Hugh le Defpenfer to the of-

fice of chief jufl:iciary; they appointed their own crea-

tures llierifFs in every county of England ; they took pof-

feffion of all the royal cafl:les and fortreffes ; they even 

named all the officers of the king's houihold ; and they 

fumrr.oned a parliament to meet at W efl:minifl:er in order 14th oa. 

to fettle more fully their plan of government. They here 

prodLced a new lift of twenty-four barons, to whom they 

propofed, that the adminifl:rat:ion lhould be entirely com-

mittro; and they in!ifl:ed, that the authority of this junto 

fhou]d continue, not only during the reign of the king, 

but ,lfo during that of prince Edward. 

THIS prince, the life and foul of the royal party, had 

unht.ppily, before the king's accommodation with the ba

rons, been taken prifoner by Leicefl:er in a parley at 

Wir1dfor n; and that misfortune, more than any other 

1 Chron. T. Wykes, p. 51• m Chron. Du~n-. vol. i. p. 358. 

Trivtt~ p. ur. n M. Paris, p. 669. Trivet, p. 2.13• 

incident, 
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C H A P. incident, had determined Henry to fubmit t() the ignomi .. 
XII. . . . . . B Ed d h ~ nwus conditiOns 1mpofed upon htm. ut war , av ... 
u6z. ing recovered his 1 iberty by the treaty, employed his 

atl:ivity in defending the. prerogatives of his family; and 
he gained a great part even among thofe who had at firfr 
adhered to the caufe of the barons. His coufln, Henry 
d' Allmaine, Roger Bigod earl mardhal, earl '\Varrenne, 
Humphrey Bohun earl of Hereford, John lord Baffet, 
Ralph Baffet, Hamond PEfi:range,Roger Mortimer, Henry 
de Piercy, Robert de Brus, Roger de Leybourne, with 
almofi: all the Lords Marchers, as they were called, on the 
borders of VI ales and of Sc~tland, the mofi: warlike parts of 
the kingdom, declared in favour of the royal caufe; and 
hofiiJitics, which were fcarcely well compofed, were again 
renewed in every part of England. But the near balance 
of the parties, joined to the univerfal clamour of the peo .. 
pie, oblige·d the king and barons to open anew the nego
tiations for peace; and it was agreed by both fides to fub
mit their differences to the arbitration of the king of 
France 0

• 

Referen~e THIS virtuous prince, the only man, who, in like 
~f ~~;:~~e~g cir.cumibnces, could fafely have been intrufred with 

\ fuch an authority by a neighbouring nation, had never 
ceafed to interpofe his good offices between the Engli1h 
factions; and had even, during the ihort interval of 
peace, invited over to Paris both the king and the earl of 
Leicefi:er, in order to accommodate the differences be
tween them; but found, that the fears and animofities 
on both fides, as well as the ambition of Leicefi:er, were 
fa violent, as to .render all his endeavours ineffectual • 
.}3ut when this folemn appeal, ratified by the oaths and 
fubfcriptions of the leaders i11 both factions, was made to 
his judgment, he was not difcouraged from purfuing his 

• 

o M, Paris, p. 6G8, Chron, T. Wykes, p. 58. W. Heming. p. sSo, 
~~ron. Dunlt. vol. i. p. 563• 

a 
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honourable purpofe: He fummoned the fiates of France C H A P. 
• Jr XIJ. 

at Amiens; and there, m the prefence of that auembly, '---v-....1 
as well as in that of the king of England and Peter de u64. 

l\.fontfort, Leicefier's fon, he brought this ·gre2.t caufe to 

a trial and examination. It <;ppeared to him, that the 

provifions of Oxford, even had they not been extorted by 

force, had they not been fo exorbitant in their nature and 

fubvedive of the ancient conftitution, were exprefsly efia-

blifbed as a temporary expedient, and could not, without 

breach of truft, be rendered perpetual by the barons. He 

therefore annulled thefe provifions; reftored t0 the king ~ 3 a Jan. 

the poffellion of his caftles, and the power of nomination 

to the great offices ; allowed him to retain what foreign-

ers he pleafed in his kingdom, and even to confer on them 

places of trufl: and dignity; and in a word, re-eftablilhed 

the royal power in the fame condition on which it flood 

before the meeting of the parliament at Oxford. But 

while he thus fuppreffed dangerous innovations, and pre-

ferved unimpaired the prerogatives of the Englifh crown, 

he was not negligent of the rights of the people; and be-

fides ordering that a general amnefty lhould be granted 

for all paft offences, he declared, that his award was not 

any wife meant to derogate from the priviJeges and liber-

ties which the nation enjoyed by any former conceHions 

or charters of the crown P. 

!'HIS equitable fentence was no fooncr known in Eng

land, than Leicefi:er and his confederates determined to 

rcjeCl: it, and to have recourfe to arms, in order to pro

cure to themfelves more fafe and aavantageous con-

ditions q• Without regard to his oaths and fubfcrip- Renewal of 

tions, that enterprifing confpirator directed his two ~:r~:vil 

fons, Richard and Peter de Montfort, in conjunction 

with Robert de Ferrars, earl of Derby, to attack the city 

P Rymer, vol. i. p. 776. 7771 &c. Chron. T. Wykes, p. sS. K.ayghtont 

f 1 a44G• 'l Chron, Dunft, vol. i, p. 363. 

of 
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c H A 1'. of Worcefrer; while Henry and Simon de Montfort, two XII. 
~others of his fons, affified by the prince of Wales, were 

n64-, ordered to lay wafre the eftate of Roger de Morti
mer. He himfelf refided at London; and employing as 
his inftrument, Fitz-Richard, the feditious mayor, who 
had violently and illegally prolonged his authority, he 
wrought up that city to the higheft ferment and agitation. 
The populace formed themfel ves into bands and compa
nies; chofe leaders ; praCtifed all military exercifes; com
mitted violence on the royalifrs: And to give them greater 
countenance in their diforders, an affociation was entered 
into between the city and eighteen great barons, never to 
make peace with the king but by common confent and 
approbation. At the head of thofe who fwore to main
tarn this affociation, were the earls of Leicefier, Glocefter, 
and Derby, with le Defpenfer, the chief jufticiary; men 
who had all previoufly fworn to fubmit to the award of 
the French monarch. Their only pretence for this breach 
of faith, was, that the latter part of Lewi::;'s fentence was, 
as they affirmed, a contradiCtion to the former: He rati
fied the <;barter of liberties, yet annulled the provifions of 
Oxford ; which were only calculated, as they maintained, 
to preferve that charter; and without which, in their efti
mation, they had no fecurity for its obfervance. 

THE king and prince, finding a civil war inevitable, 
prepared themfelves for defence; and fummoning the 
military vaffals from all quarters, and being reinforced by 
Baliollord of Galloway, Brus lord of Annandale, Henry 
Piercy, John Comyn r, and other barons of the north, 
they compofed an army, formidable as well from its num
bers, as its military prowefs and experience. The firft 
enterprize of the royalifrs was the attack of Northampton, 
which was defended by Simon de Montfort, with many 
cf the principal barons of that party: And a breach being 

r RyRler, vol. i. F• 77~. M. Weft. P• 3S5. Yfod, Neull. p. 469. 

made 
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made in the walls by Philip Baffet, the place was carried c H A P. 

by affault, and both the governor and the garrifon were~ 
made prifoners. The royalifts marched thence to Leicef- u64. 

ter and Nottingham; both which places having opened sth April. 

their gates to them, prince Edward proceeded with a 

det01chmcnt into the county of Derby, in order to ravage 

with fire and fword the lands of the earl of that name, and 

take revenge on him for his difloyalty. Like maxims of 

war prevailed with both parties throughout England; and 

the kin6dom was thus expofed in a moment to greater de-. 

vaftation, from the animofities of the rival barons, than it 

would have fuffered from many years of foreign or even 

domeftic hoftilities, conducted by more humane and more 

generous principles. 

THE earl of Leicefter, mafier of London, and of the 

counties in the fouth-eafi of England, formed the .liege 

of Rochefter, which alone declared for the king in thofe 

parts, and which, befides earl W arrenne, the governor, 

was garrifoned by many noble and powerful barons of the 

royal party. The king and prince haftened from Not

tingham, where they were then quartered, to the relief of 

the place; and on their, approach, Leicefrer raifcd the 

fiege and retreated to London, which, being the center 

of his power, he was afraid, might, in his abfence, fall 

into the king's hands, either by force, ot: by a corre

fpondence with the principal citizens, who were all 

fecretly inclined to the royal caufe. Reinforced by a 

great body of Londoners, and having fummoned his par

tizans from all quarters, he thought himfelf frrong enough 

to hazard a general battle with the royalifts, and to deter

mine the fate of the nation in one great engagement; 

which, if it proved fuccefsful, muft be decifive againft 

the king, who had no retreat for his broken troops in 

lhofe parts; while Leicefter himfelf, in cafe of any fini

frer accident, could eafily take fuelter in the city. To 

gi\'e the better colouring to his caufe, he previoufly fent 

. . ~ meffage 
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C H A P. a meffage with conditions of peace to Henry, fubmiffive XII. • 
~m the language, but exorbitant in the demands • ; and 

u64. when the meffenger returned with the lie and defiance 
from the king, the prince, and the king of the Romans, 
he fcnt a new meffage, renouncing, in the name of him
felf and of the aifociated barons, all fealty and allegiance 
to Henry. He then marched out of the city with his 
'army, divided into four bodies: The firfi commanded by 
his two fons, Henry and Guy de l\1ontfort, together 
with Humphrey de Bohun, eari of Hereford, who had 
deferted to the barons; the fecond led by the earl of 
Glocefier, with William de Montchefney and John Fitz
John; the third, compofed of Londoners, under the 
command of Nicholas de Segrave; the fourth headed by 
l1imfclf in perfon. The bifhop of Chichefier gave age
neral abfolution to the army, accompanied with a!fu
rances, that, if any of them fell in the enfuing action, 
they would infallibly be received into heaven, as the re
ward of their fuffering in fo meritorious a caufe. 

'Battle of LEICESTER, who poffeiled great talents for war, con
~~~hsMay. ducted his march with fuch fkill and fecrecy, that he had 

well nigh furprized the royalifis in t~ir quarters at Lcwes 
in Suffex: But the vigilance and activity of prince Edward 
foon repaired this negligence; and he led out the king7s 
army to the field in three bodies . He himfelf conducted the 
van, attendF.d by earl W arrenne and William de V ale nee: 
The main body was commanded by the king of the Ro
mans and his fon Henry: The king himfelf was placed 
in the rear at the head of his principal nobility. Prince 
Edward rufhed upon the Londoners, who had demanded 
the poR of honour in leading the rebel army, but who, from 
their ignorance of difcipline and want of experience, were 
ill fitted to refifi the gentry and military men, of whom 
the prince's body was compofed. They were broken in an 

s M. Paris, p. 66g. W.• Heming. P• 583. 

inflant; 
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infl:ant; were chafed off the field; and Edward, tranf- C H A P. 

h. . l d d h XII. ported by IS martta ar our, an eager to revenge t e'--v--1 
infolence of the Londoners againfr his mother t, put them u64. 

to the fword for the length of four miles, without giving 
them any quarter, and without reflecting on the fate, 
which in the mean time attended the refr of the army. 
The earl of Leicefrer, feeing the royalifrs thrown into 
confufion by their eagernefs in the purfuit, led on his 
remaining troops againfr the bodies commanded by the 
two royal brothers : He defeated with great .llaughter the 
forces headed by the king of the Romans; and that prince 
was obliged to yield himfelf prifoner to the earl of Glo-
cefl:er: He penetrated to the body, where the king him-
felf was placed, threw it into diforder, purfued his advan-
tage, chafed it into the town of Lewes, and obliged 
Henry to furrender himfelf prifoner u. 

PRINCE Edward, returning to the field of battle from 
his precipitate purfuit of the Londoners, was afl:oni.lhed 
to find it covered with the dead bodies of his friends, and 
frill more to hear, that his father and uncle were defeated 
and taken prifoners, and that Arundel, Comyn, Brus, 
Hamon l'Efl:range, Roger Leybourne, and many confi
derable barons of his party, were in the hands of the 
victorious enemy. Earl 'Varrenne, Hugh Bigod, and 
William de Valence, ftruck with defpair at this e\'ent, 
immediately took to Right, hurried to Pevencey, and 
made their efcape beyond fea w : But the prince, intrepid 
amidft the greatefi difafl:ers, exhorted his troops to revenge 
the death of their friends, to relieve the royal captives, 
and to fnatch an eafy conquefr from an enemy, difordered 
by their own victory x. He found his followers intimi
dated by their fituation; while Leicefter, afraid of a fud-

t M. Paris, p. 670. Chron. T. Wykes, F• 62.. W. Heming. p. 5S3. 
M. Welt. P• 387. Ypod. Neuft. p. 469. H. Knyghton, p. 2.450. 

u M. Paris, p. 67GI· M. Weft. p. 387.. w Chron. T. Wyke~, 
,.63· X w. Heming. P· s84. 

den 
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c H A P. den and violent blow from the prince, amufed him by 3 

~feigned negociation, till he was able to recal his troops 
u6.;.. from the purfuit, and to bring them into order r. There 

now appeared no farther refource to the royal party; fur
tounded by the armies and garrifons of the enemy, def
titute of forage and provifions, and deprived of their 
fovereign, as well as of their principal leaders, who could 
alone infpirit them to an obftinate refiftance. The prince, 
-therefo~e, was obliged to fubmit to Leicefier's terms, 
which were lhort and fevere, agreeably to the fuddennefs 
and neceffity of the fituation. He ftipulated, that he and 
Henry d'Allmaine fhould furrender themfelvcs prifoners as 
pledges in lie·u of the two kings; that all other prifoners 
on both fides fhould be releafed z ; and that in order to 
fettle fully the terms of agreement, application fuould be 
made t::> the king of France, that he fhould name fix 
Frenchmen, three prelates, and three noblemen: Thefe· 
fix to dlUfe two others of their own country: And thefe 
two to chufe one Englifuman, who, in conjunction with 
themfelves, were to be invefted by both parties with full 
powers to make what regulations they thought proper for 
the fett:ement of the kingdom. The prince and young 
Henry accordingly delivered themfelves into Leice.fier's 
hands, who fent them under . a guard to Dover cafrle. 
Such are the terms of agreement, commonly called the 
Mife of Lewes, from an obfolete French term of that 
meaning: For it appears, that all the gentry and nobi
lity of England, who valued themfelves on their Norman 
extraction, and who difdained the language of their native 
country, made familiar ufe of the French tongue, till this 
period, and for fome time after. 

LEICESTER had no fooner obtained this o-reat advanc. 
tage, ar1d gotten the whole royal family in his power, 

Y W. Ikming. p. 5~4. z M. Paris, P• 671, Knyghton, p. ~451. 

~ban 
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than he openly violated every article of the tre2ty, ancl C H A P. 

atl:ed as foie mafi:er, and even tyrant of the kingdom. He~ 
ftill detained the king in effect: a prifoner, and made ufe of n64-

that prince's authority to purpofes the mofl: prejudicial to 
his interefi:s, and the mofi oppreffive of his people a. He 

every where difarmed the royalifi:s, and kept all his own 

partizans in a military pofiure b : He obferved the fame 

partial cond uB: in the deliverance of the captives, md even 

threw many of the royalifi:s into prifon, bdides thofe who 

were taken in the battle of Lewes : He carried the king 

from place to place, <md obliged all the royal caftles, on 

pretence of Henry's commands, to receive a governor an<i 

garrifon of his own appointment: All the officers of the 

crown and of the houfehold were named by him; and the 

whole authority, as well as arms of the ftate, was lodged 

in his hands : He infi:ituted in the counties a new kind of 

magiflracy, endowed with new and arbitrary powers, 

that of confervators of the peace c : His avarice ap-

peared barefaced, and might induce us to queftion the 

greatnefs of his ambition, at leafi: the largenefs of his 

mind, if we had not r..eafon to think, that he intended to 

employ his acquifitions as the infi:ruments for attaining 

farther power and grandeur. He feized the eflates of no 

lefs than eighteen barons, as his fuare of the fpoil gained 
in the battle of Lewes: He engro!fed to himfelf the ran-

fom of all the prifoners ; and told his barons, with a 

wanton infolence, that it was fufficient for them, that he 

had faved them by that viCl:ory from the forfeitures and 
attainders which hung over them d: He even treated the 

earl of Glocefrer in the fame injurious manner? and appli--

ed to his own ufe the ranfom of the king of the Ro-

mans, who in the field of battle had yielded himfelf pri-

a Rymer, vol. t. p. 790, 791,&c. lJ Ibid. P· 795 · Brady·~ 
appeals, No. :u, 2.11.. Chron, T. Wykes, P• 6J. <; Rtmer. vol.;. 

P• 79'• cl KPyghton, p .. :l4S'• 
foner 
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c H A P. foner to that nobleman. Henry, his eldefl fon, made 
~a monopoly of all the wool in the kingdom, the only 

u.64. valuable commodity for foreign markets which it at that 
time produced e. The inhabitants of the cinque-ports; 
during the prcfent diffolution of government, betook 
themfelves to the mofl licentious piracy, preyed on the 
fhips of all nations, threw the mariners into the fea, and 
by thefe praCtices foon baniilied all merchants from the 
Englilh coafi:s and harbours. Every foreign commodity 
rofe to an exorbitant price; and woollen cloth, which 
the Englilh hc:d not then the art of dying, was worn by 
them white, and without receiving the lafr hand of the 
manufaB:urer~ In anfwer to the complaints which arofe 
on this occaf:on, Leicefl:er replied, that the kingdom 
could well en:mgh fubfifr within itfelf, and needed no 
intercourfe with foreigners. And it was found, that he 
even combined with the pyrates of the cinque-ports, and 
received as his ihare the third of their prizes f. 

No farther mention was made of the reference to the 
king of France, fo effential an article in the agreement of 
Lewes; and Leicefier fummoned a parliament, compofed 
altogether of his own partizans, in order to rivet, by 
their authority, that power, which he had acquired by fo 
much violence, and which he ufed with fo much tyranny 
and inj ufiice. An ordinance was there paffed, to which 
the king's confent had been previoufly extorted, that 
~very act of royal power lhould be exercifed by a council 
of nine perfom, who were to be chofen an cL removed by 
the majority of three, Leicefrer himfelf, the earl of GJo .. 
~efter-, and the bilhop of Chichefrer g. By this intricate 
plan o_f goverJlment, the fcepter was really put into Lei• 
cefrer's hands ; as he had the entire direB:ion of the bifhop 
of Chichefter, and thereby commanded all the refol utions 

e Chron. T. Wy~es, p. 65. _ f Ibid. & Rymer, vol, i. 
P• 193· Beady's A?p .. Ng. 2.13• 
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of the council of three, who could appo nt or difcard at c H A P. 
XH. 

pleafure every member of the fupreme cotncil. "'---v--J 

BuT it was impoffible that things cculd .Jong remain U
64· 

in this fhange fituation. It behoved Leicefter either to 

defcend with fome peril into the rank of a fubject, or to 

mount up with no lefs into that of a fovereign; and his am-

bition, unrdhained either by fear or by ptinciple, gave too 

much reafon to fufpect him of the latter irtention. Mean 

while,. he was expofed to anxiety from every quarter; and 

felt that the fmallefi incident was capable of overturning 

that immenfe and ill-cemented fabric! which he had 

reared. The queen, whom her hufband had left abroad, 

had collected in foreign parts an army of defperate adven-

turers, and had affembled a great number of thips, with 

a view of invading tlie kingdom, and of bringing relief to 

her unfortunate family. Lewis, detefiing ~eicefter's ufurp-

ations and perjuries, and difgufied at the Engli{h baron1, 

who had refufed to fubmit to his award, fecretly favoured 

all her enterprizes, and was generally be.ieved to be mak-

ing preparations for the fame purpofe. .An EngliLh army, 

by the pretended authority of the captive king, was affem-

bled on the fea-coaft to oppofe this pro~ected invafion • ; 

· but Leicefter owed his fafety more to cnfs winds, which 

long detained and at laft difperfed and ruined the queen's 

fleet, than to any refifi:ance, which, .in their prefent fitu

ation, could have been expected from tre Englilh. 

LEICESTER found himfelf better able to rcfifl: the (pi

ritual thunders, which were level e~ agtinfl: him. The 

pope, frill adhering to the king's caufe ~ainft the bamns, 

difpatched cardinal Guido as his lega~e into .C:ngland, 

with orders to excommunica e by na111e the hree earls, 

Leicefter, Glocdh:r, and Norfolk, and all others in ge

neral, who concurred in the opprefiion and captivity of 

h Brady's App. No u6, 2.17. Chron. Dunft. vol i. p. 373· M. Weft. 

p. 385· 

VoL. II. p their 
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'c H A P. their fovereigni. Leicefl:er menaced the legate with 
~death, if he fi~t foot within the kingdom ; but Guido, 

u64, meeting in France the biihops of Winchefier, London, 
and Worcefl:er, who had been fent thither on a nego~

ciation, commanded them, under the penalty of ecclefia
il:ical cenfures, to carry his bull into England, and to 
pu bliili it againfl: the barons. Vvhen the prelates arrived 
off the coafi, they were boarded by the pyratical mariners 
of the cinque-ports, to whom probably they gave a hint 
of the cargo, which they brought along with them: The 
bull was torn and thrown into the fea; which furnifhed 
the artful prelates with' a plaufible excufe for not obeying 
the orders of the legate. Leicefier appealed from Guido 
to the pope in perfon; but before the ambaffadors, ap
pointed to defend his caufe, could reach Rome, the pope 
was dead; and they found the legate himfelf, from whom 
they had aJ •f ·::ded, feated on the papal throne, by the 
name of Urban IV. That daring leader was no wife dif
rnayed with this incident ; and as he found that a great 
part o( his popu-larity in England was founded on his op
pofition to the court of Rome, which was now become 
odious, he perfified with the more obfl:inacy ifl the prs
fe~ution of his meafur~. 

11.65· 
~cth J~n. 

Houfe of 
common:. 

THAT he might both enereafe, and turn to advantage 
his popularity, Leicefrer fummoned a new parliament rn 
London, where, he kne\v, his power was uncontrolable; 
and he fixed this affembly on a more democratical baRs, 
than any which had ever been fummoned fince the founda
tion of the monarchy. Bcfides the barons of his own party, 
and feveral ecclefi:afiics, who were not imtnediate tenants 
of the crown; he ordered returns to be made of tw(j) 

kni~hts· from each !hire, and what is more remarkabtei) 
of deputies from the boroughs, an order of men, which 

i .'B.ymer, vol, i. P• 798; Cluon. Duna-. vol. i. p. 373• 

in 
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i'l former ages had always been regarded as too mear1 to c H A P. 
. XII. 

njoy a place in the national councils k. This period ts ~ 

commonly efieemed the epoch of the houfe' of commons n 6l· 

in England; and it is certainly the firfr time that hifio 

rians fpcak of any reprefentatives fent to parliament by 

the boroughs. In all the general accouhts given in pre-

ceding ti es of thofe afremblies, the prelates and barons 

only are mentioned as the confiituent members; and even 

in the mofi: particular narratives delivered of parliament<,ry 

tranfaB:ions, as in the trial of Thomas a Bccket, where 

the events of each day, and almofl: of each hour, are 

carefully recorded by contemporary authors 1, there is not, 

throughout the whole, the lczfi appearance of a hou fe of 

commons. But though that houfe derived its c.-ifience 

from fo precarious and even fo invidious an origin as Lei-

cefier's ufurpation, it foon proved, when fummoned by 

the legal princes; one of the mofi: ufcful, and, in pro-

cefs of time, one of the mofr powerful members of 

the national confi:itution; and gradually refcucd the king-

dom from arifiocratical as weil as from regal tyranny. 

But Leicefier's poJicy, if we mufr. afcribe to him fo great 

a bleffing; only forwarded by fome years an iuf itution; 

for which the general frate of things had ~I ready prepared. 

the nation ; and it is otherwife inconceivable, that a 

plant, fet by fo inaufpicious a h;Jn'd, could nave attainc'd 

to fo vigorous a growth, and have f!ouri{hed in the mid:'c 

of fuch tempefts and convulfions. The feudal fyficm, 

with which the liberty, much more the power of tHe 

commons, was totally incompatible, began gradually to 

decline; and both the king and the commohalty, who 

felt its incoriveniencies, contributed to favour this new 

power, wnich was more fubmiffive than t!1c barons to tEe 

regular authority of tl e crown, and at t!1e fame time 

~fforded proteCtion to the inferior orders of the fiate. 

· Rymtr, vol. i. p. Sol. 1 fit~· teph{n, Hifi. ~adrip. 

Hovr.des1, Ice. 
p 2 LEICESTER, 
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c H A P. LEICESTER, having thus affembled a parliament of hi~ 
XII. Jl.• f h "--._,---'own model, and trun1ng to the attachment o t e popu-
u6s. ..lace of London, feized the opportunity of crulhing hi3 

rivals among the powerful barons. Robert de Ferrars, 
earl of Derby, was accufed in the king's name, feized, 
and committed to cuftody, without being brought to any 
legal trial m. John Gifford, menaced with the fame fate, 
fled from London, and took lhelter in the borders of 
Wales. Even the earl of Glocefl:er, whofe power and 
influence had fo much contributed to the fuccefs of the 
barons, but who of late was extremely difgufl:ed with 
Leicefrer's arbitrary condutt, found himfelf in aanger 
from the prevailing authority of his ancient confederate; 
and he retired from parliament n. This known diffenfion 
gave courage to all Leicefier's enemies and to the king's. 
friends; who were now fure of protection from fo potent 
a leader. Though Roger Mortimer, Hamon L'Efl:range, 
and other powerful marchers of Wales, had been obliged 
to leave the kingdom, their authority frill remained over 
the territories fubjeeted to their jurifdiction·; and there 
were many others who were difpofed to give di:fi:urbance 
to the new government. The animofities, infeparable 
from the feudal arifrocracy, broke out with fre.lh violence, 
and threatened the kingdom with new convulfions and 
diforders. 

THE earl of Leicefrer, furrounded with thefe diffi
culties, embraced a meafure, from which he hoped to 
reap fome prefent advantages, but which proved in the 
end the fource of all his future calamities. The at!ive 
and intrepid prince Edward had languilhed in prifon ever 
:lince the fatal battle of Lewes; and as he was extremely 
popular in the kingdom, there arofe a general defire of 
fceing him again refiored to liberty 0

• Leicefier finding, 

m Chron. T. Wykes, p. 66. Ann. Waverl. p. 21.6. n M. Paris, 
p. 671. Ann. Wiiverl. p. ~11~ o Knyghton, p. "451• 

7 that 
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that he could with difficulty oppofe the concurring willies C H A P. 

f h . n.· 1 d . h h . h . XII. 
o t e nation, u1pu ate w1t t e pnnce, t at, m return, 1..:---y---1 

he ihould order his adherents to deliver up to the barons, 12.65. 

all their cafiles, particularly thofe on the borders of 

Wales; and iliould fwear neither to depart the kingdom 

during three years, nor introduce into it any foreign 

forces P. The king took an oath to the fame effect, and 

he alfo pafTed a charter, in which he confirmed the agree-

ment or Mife of Lewes; and even permitted his fubjetts 

to rife in arms againfl: him, if he lhould ever attempt to 

infringe it q• So little care did Leicefl:er take, though he 

confiantly made ufe of the authority of this captive prince, 

to preferve to hirn any appearance of royalty or kingly 

prerogatives r 
IN confequence of this treaty, prince Edward was 

brought into W efrminfrer-hall, and was declared free by uthMarcb. 

the barons: But inftead of really recovering his liberty, 

as he had vainly expected, he found, that the whole 

tranfaction was a fraud on the part of Leicefter ; that 

he himfelf frill continued a prifoner at large, and was 

guarded by the emiffiuies of that nobleman; and that, 

while the faction reaped all the benefit from the perform-

ance of his par~ of the treaty, care was taken that he 

thould enjoy no advantage by it. As Glocefier, on his 

rupture with the barons, had retired for fafety to his 

<dbtcs on the borders of Wales; Leicefl-er followed him 

witk. an army to Hereford r, continued frill to menace 

and negotiate, and that he might add authority to his 

caufe, he carried both the king and prince along with 

him. The earl of Glocefler here concerted with young 

Edward the manner of that prince's cfcape. He found 

means to convey to him a horfe of extraordinary fwift-

J1efs ; and at' pointed Roger Mortimer, who had returned 

P Ann. Waverl. p. 216. 

Dunft. vol. i. p. 3'i S. 
f• 218. W. Hemi!lg. p. sZs. 

q Blackiflon's Mag. Charta. Chron. 

r Chrcn. r1. Wyx..c!, p. 67. Ann. V.werl. 

Chron. Du nil. vol, i, P• 383, 3" ~ • 

P 3 into 
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C H A P. into the kingdom, to be ready at hand with a fmall party. 
XH. . h . cl cl h' I f "----v----1 to recerve t .e pnnce, an to guar .Im to a p ace o 
u6r;. fafcty. Edward pretended to take the air with fome of 

~Sch ~fay~ 
Leiccfier's retinue, who were his guards ; and making 
matches between their horfes, after he thought he had 
tired and blown them fufficientJy, he fuddenly mounted 
Glocefl:er's horfe, and called to his attendants, that he 
had long enough enjoyed the pleafure of their company, 
and now bid them adieu. They followed him for fome 

time, without being able to overtake him ; and the ap
p earance of Mortimer with his company put an end tQ 
their purfuit. 

T'HE royalifrs, fecretly prepared fo this event, imme ... 
rliatel y flew to arms; and the joy of this gallant prince'~ 
deliverance, ·the oppreffions under which tbe nation la

boured, the expeEtation of a new fcene of affairs, and 

the countenqnce of the earl of Glocefier, procured Ed

ward an army which Leicefier l,\Tas utterly unable to 
withfland. This nobleman found himfelf in a remote 
quarter of the kingdom; furrounded by his enemies; 
barred from all communication with his friends by the 
Severne, whofe bridges Edward had broken down; and 

obliged to fight the caufe of his party under thefe multi
plied difadvantages. In this extremity he wrote to his 
fon, Simon de Montfort, to hafien from London with 
~n army for his relief; and Simon had advanced to Keni1-: 
worth with that view, where, fancying that all Edward's 
force and attention were directed againfr his father, he 
lay fecure and unguarded. But the prince, making a 
fudc..len and forced march, furprized him in his camp, 
difperfcd his army, and took ·the earl of Oxford, and 

many other noblemen prifoners, almoft without refiflance. 
Lefcefier, ignorant of his fon's fate, paired the Severm! 

in boats duri.Ifg Edward's abfence, and lay at Evc!ham, 
in expeB:ation. of bejng every hour joined by his friend~ 
frm!l London : When the prince, who availed himfelf of 

~very 
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every favourable moment, appeared in the field before c H A P. 

him. Edward made a body of his ~roops aclv<1ncc from~~ 
the road which led to Kenilworth, and ordered them to 126.;. 

h b k f ~. , h"] h Battle of 

carry t e anners ta en rom u1mon s army; w 1 e eEvdham, 

himfelf, making a circuit with the refr of his forces,and d.eath 
of LeJcefleJ. 

purpofed to attack the enemy on the other quarter. Lei- 4th Augutr. 

cefier was long deceived by this firatagem, and took one 

civifion of Edward's army for his friends; but at lafi, 

perceiving his mifiake, and obfcrving the great fuperio-

rity and excellent difpofition of the royalifi:s, he excbim-

cd, that they had learned from him the art of war; add-

ing, " The Lord have mercy on our fouls, (Qr I fee 

" our bodies are the prince's." The battle immediately 

began, though on very uneq ua] terms. Leicefier's army, 

Ly living in the mountains of \Vales without bread, 

:which was not then much ufed among the inhabitants, 

had been extremely weakened by ficknefs and delertion, 

.and was foon broken by the vitl:oriou.s royalifi:s ; while 

his vVcl!h allies, accufi:omed only to a dcfultory kind of 

war, immediately took to flight, and were purfucd with 

great !laughter. Leicefier himfelf, afking for quarter:, 

was !lain in the heat of the action, with his .c.ld it fo. l. 

Henry, Hugh le Defpenfer, and about one ht!1~ d rcJ and 

fixty nights, and many other gentlemen of his party. 

The old king ·had bee!l purpofel y placed by the rebels in 

the front of the battle; ai]d ,being dad in armour, and 

thereby not known by his friends, he received a wound, 

and was in danger of his life: But crying out, I am 

1-fenry of fPincbijler, )'Ottr king, he was i~lVt::d; and put 

111 a place of fafety t;y his fon, who fiew ~o his refcue. 

THE violence, ingratitude, tyr..!nny, rapacity and trca-

hery of the earl of L~icefier, gave a 'cry bad idea of 

his moral charaCl:cr, and make us regard his death as 

the m oft fortunate event, which, in this conj unCtur , 

.c;ould have happened to the Englifh nation : Yet m dt we 

P 4 ~dloF 
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C H A P. allow the man to have pofTeffed great abilities, and the ap .. 
~pearance of great virtues, who, though a fhanger, could, 

J2.65. at a time when fl:rangers were the mofl: odious, and the 
rnofl: univerfally decried, have acquired fo extenfive an 
intercfl: in the kingdom, and have fo nearly paved his 
way to the throne itfelf. His military capacity, and his 
political craft, were equally eminent : He pofTeffed the 
talent~ both of governing men and conducting bufinefs: 
And though his ambition was boundlefs, it feems neither 
to have exceeded his courage nor his genius; and he 
had the happinefs of making the low populace, as well 
as the haughty barons, co-operate towards the fuccefs 
of his felfiih and dangerous purpofes. A prince of greater 
abilities and vigour than Henry might have directed the 
talents of this nobleman either to the exaltation of his 
throne, or to the good of his people: But the advantages 
given to Leicefl:er, by the weak and variable adminifira
tion of the king, brought on the ruin of royal authority, 
and produced great confufions in the kingdom, which 
however in the end preferved and extremely improved 
national liberty, and the confiitution. His popularity, 
even after his death, continued fo great, that, though 
he was excommunicated by Rome, the people believed 
him to be a faint; and many miracles were faid to be 
wrought upon his tombs. 

Settlement THE victory of Evefham, with the death of Leicefter, 
~~r~~egno;, proved decifive in favour of the royalifl:s, and made an 

equal, though an oppofite impreffion on friends and ene
mies, in every part of England. The king of the Ro
mans recovered his liberty : The other prifoners of the 
royal party were not only freed, but courted, by their 
keepers : Fitz-Rich2.rd, the feditious 111ayor of London, 
who had marked out forty of the mofl: wealthy citizens 
for flaughter, immediately flopped his hand on receiving 

s Chron. de Mailr. p. '-3:&• 

in tell jgcnce 
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intelligence of this great event: And almofl: all the cafiles, C H A P. 
. a d h . . XII, 

garnfoned by the barons, hanene to make t e1r fubmtf- ....._:r--J 
fions, and to open their gates to the king. The ilk: of u6_5. 

Axholme alone, and that of Ely, trufi:ing to the frrength 

of their fituation, v ntured to make refifrance; but were 

at lafr reduced, as well as the cafrle of Dover, by the 

valour and atl:ivity of prince Edward t. Adam de Gour- u6i'. 

don, a courageous baron, maintained himfelf during fome 

time in the forefrs of Hampfhire, committed depreda-

tions in the neighbourhood, and obliged the pri ;..e to lead 

a body of troops into that country againfr him. Edward 

attacked the camp of the rebels; and being tranfported 

by the ardour of battle, leaped over the trench with a 

few followers, and encountered Gourdon in fingle corn-

.. bat. The victory was long difputed between thefe valiant 

combatants; but ended at lafi: in the prince's favour, who 

wounded his ant<~gonifr, threw him from his horfe, and 

took him prifoner. He not only gave him his life; but 

introduced him that very night to the queen at Guilford, 

procured him his pardon, refiored him to his eftate, re· 

ceived him into favour, and was ever after faithfully 

ferved by him 11
• 

A TOTAL vitl:ory of the fovereign over fo extenfive a 

rebellion commonly produces a revolution of government, 

and frrengthens, as well as enlarges, for fome time, the 

prerogatives of the crown : Yet no facrifices of national 

libert)r were made on this occafion; the Great Charter 

remained frill inviolate; and the king, fenfible that his 

own barons, by whofe affifiance alone he had prevailed, 

were no lefs jealous of their independance than the other 

party, feems thenceforth to have more carefully abfiained 

fron all thofe exertions of power, which had afforded fo 

plaufible a pretence to the rebels. The clemency of this 

victory is a! fo remarkable : No blood was fhed on the 

' M. Parh1 p. 6j 6. W. Heming. p. sES. u M. Paris, p. 675• 

fcaffold : 
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CH A P. fcaffold : No attainders, except of the Mountfort familyJ 
XII. · cl · . A cl h h 1' ~were carne mto execution : n t oug a par 1ament, 
zz66. :affembled at Winchefrer, attainted all thofe, who had 

borne arms againfr the king, eafy compofitions were 
made with them for their lands w; ami the highefi fum, 
levied on the mofr obnoxious offenders, exceeded not five 
years rent of their efi:ate. Even the earl of Derby, wha 

• again rebelled, after having been pardoned and refrored 
to his fortune, was obliged to pay only feven years' rent, 
and was .a fecond time refi:ored. The mild difpofition of 
the king, and the prudence of the prince, tempered the 
infolence of viCl:ory, and gradually refiored order to the 
feveral members of th~ ftate, disjointed by fo long a con
tinuance of civil wars and commotions. 

THE city of London, which had carried farthdl the 
rage and animofity againfr the king, and which feemed 
determined to ftand upon its defence after almofi: all the 
ki,ngdom had fubmitted, was, after fome interval, reftored 
to moll: of its ,liberties and privileges; and Fitz-Richard, 
the mayor, who had been guilty of fo much illegal vio-
lence, was only punifhed by fine and i:nprifonment. The 
countefs of Leicefi:er, the king's fifier, who had been 
extremely forward in· all attacks on the royal family, 
was difmified the kingdom with her two fons, Simon 
and Guy, who proved very ungrateful for this lenity. 
Five years afterwards, they affaffinated, at Viterbo in 
Italy, their coufin Henry cl' Allmaine, who at that very 
time was endeavouring to make their pe2.ce with the 
king; and by taking fanCl:uary in the church of the Fran
cifeans, they efcapcd the puniihment due to fo great an 
enormity h . 

:z.~. THE merits of the earl of GloccHer, after he returned 
to hi~ allegiance, had been fo great, in refioring the 

·:v !\L Paris, p. G7 ,;. 
f h n1n, T. \V}kes, p. 9~ · 

x Rymer, vol. i. p. 879• vol. ii. P· 4, 5• 
,V, Hl'mlD~ . f'· 5'9· Triv-. t, p. t. .}o· , 

prince 
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prince to his liberty, and affifiing him in his victories c H A P. 

againfi the rebellious barons, that it was almofi impof-~ 

fible to content him in his demands; and his youth u67. 

~nd temerity, as well as his great power, tempted him, on 

fome new difgufr, to raife again the flames of rebellion in 

the k ingdom. The mutinous populace of London, at 

his inftigation, took to arms; and the prince was obliged 

to levy an army of JO,ooo men, in order to fupprefs 

them. Even this fecond rebellion did not provoke the 

king to any act of cruelty; and the earl of Glocefier 

himfdf efcaped with total impunity. He was only ob-

li6ed to enter into a bond of 20,000 marks, that he 

ihould never again be guilty of rebellion : A firange 

method of enforcing the laws, and a proof of the dan-

gerous indcpendance of the barons in thofe ages -! Thefe 

potent nobles were, from the danger of the precedent, 

av~r(e to the exeq.1tion of the laws of forfeiture and 

felony againfi any of their fellows; though they could 

not with a good gr~ce refufe to concur in obliging them 

to fulfil any voluntary contraCt: and engagement, into 

yvhich they had entered. 

THE prince finding the fiate of the kingdom tolerably uio. 

compofed, was feduced, by his avidity for glory, and by 

the prejudices of the age, as well as by the earnefi feli

citations of the king of France, to undertake an expedi-

tion againfi the infidels in the Holy Land Y ; and he 

endeavoured previoufly to fettle the fiate in fuch a man-

ner, as to dread no bad effeCts from his abfence. As 

the formidable power and turbulent d.ifpofition of the ear~ 

c.f Gloccfrer gave him apprehenfions, he infified on car-

rying him along with him, in confequence of a vow, 

which that nobleman had made to undertake the fame 

vo_rage : In the mean time, he obliged him to refign fome 
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C H A P. of his cafl:les, and to enter into a new bond not to difturb 
~the peace of the kingdom z, H e failed from England 

U7o. with an army; and arrived in L ewis's camp before Tu
nis in Africa, where he found that monarch already dead, 
from the intemperance of the climate and the fatigues of 
his enterprize. The great, if not only weaknefs of this 
prince in his government was the imprudent paffion for 
crufades; but it was this zeal chiefly that procured him 
from the clergy the title of St. Lewis, by which he 
is known in the French hifiory ; and if that appellation 
had not been fo extremely profiituted, as to become ra
ther a term of reproach, he feems, by his uniform pro
bity and goodnefs, as well as his piety, t0 have fully 
merited the title. He was fucceeded by his fon, Philip, 
denominated the Hardy; a prince of fome merit, though 
much inferior to that of his father, 

J1.71· PRINCE Edward, not difcouraged by this event, con-
tinued his voyage to the Holy Land, where he iignalized 
himfelf by acts of valour: Revived the glory of the 
Englifh name in thofe parts : And firuck fuch terror into 
the Saracens, that they employed an afraffin to murder 
him, who wounded him in the arm, but perifhed in the 
attempt a. ~1eanwhile, his abfence from England was 
attended with many of thofe pernicious confequences, 
which had been dreaded from it. The laws were not 
executed : The barons oppreffed the common people 
with impunity b: They gave fhelter on their efiates to 
bands of robbers, whom they employed in committing 
ravages on the efiates of their enemies : The pooul ace of 
London returned to their ufual licentioufne[,: And the 
old king, unequal to the burthen of public afFairs, calltd 
aloud for his gallant fon to return c, and to affift him in 

z. Chron. T. Wyke~, p. 90. a _ { . Pario, p. 6 78, 679• W. Heming. 
p. 51.0, b Ch ron. 0Jn ft , vol, i . p. 404. c Rymer, vvl. 1, 

p. 869, M. Po~ris, p. 6(' , 

fwaying 
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fwaying that fcepter, which was ready to drop from his c H A P. 

feeble and irrefolute hands. At laft, overcome by the~ 
cares of government, and the infirmities of age, he vifibly U71. 

declined, and he expired at St. Edmondlbury in the 64th u72. 

f h. d 6 h f h. · h 1 Jl. • 16th Nov year o IS age, an 5 t o 1s retgn ; t e ongen. re1gn Death • 

that is to be met with in the Engli!h ann:~.ls. His brother, 
the king of the Romans (for he never attained the title 
of emperor) died about feven months before him. 

THE mofi: obvious circumfiance of Henry's charaB:er is and charae .. 
ter of the 

his incapacity for government, which rendered him as king. 

much a prifoner in the hands of his own minifiers and 
favourites, and as little at his own difpofal, as when 
detained a captive in the hands of his enemies. From 
this fource, rather than from infincerity or treachery, 

arofe his negligence in obferving his promifes; and he 
was too eafily induced, for the fake of. prefent conveni-
ence, to facrifice the ]afiing advantages arifing from the 
trufi: and confidence of his people. Hence too were de-
rived his profufion to favourites, his attachment to 

firangers, the variablenefs of his conduct, his hafiy re
fentments, and his fudden forgivenefs and return of 
alfetl:ion·. lnftead of reducing the dangerous power of 
his nobles, by obliging them to obferve the laws towards 
their inferiors, and fetting them the falutary example in his 
own government; he was feduced to imitate their con-
duB:, and to make his arbitrary will, or rather that of 
his minifiers, the rule of his actions. Infread of accom
modating himfelf, by a ftriB: frugality, to the embarraffed 

fituation in which his revenue had been left, by the 
military expeditions of his uncle, the diffipations of his 
father, and the ufurpltions of the barons; he \Vas tempted 
to levy money by irregular exat1ions, which, without 
enriching himfelf, impoverithed, at 1 aft difgull:ed his 
people. Of all men, nature feemed leaft to have fitted 
him for being a tyrant ; yet are there inftanccs of oppref .. 

fion 
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C H A P.fion in his reign, which, though derived from the prece 

~dents, left him by his predeceffors, had beert carefully 

up.. guarded againfl: by the Great Charter, and are incon

.fi.fl:ent with all rules of good government. And on 

the whole we may fay, that greater abilities, with his 

good difpofitions, would have prevented him from falling 

into his faults; or with worfe difpofitions, would have 

enabled him to maintain and defend them. 

THIS prince was noted for his piety and devotion, and 

his regular attendance on public wodhip; and a faying of 

his on that head is much celebrated by ancient writers. 

He was engaged in a difpute with Lewis IX. of France, 

concerning the preference between fermons and mafTes: 

He maintained the fuperiority of the latter, and affirmed, 

that he would rather have one hour's converfation with a 

friend, than hear twenty the mofl: elaborate difcourfes; 

pronounced in his praife e. 

HENRY left two fons, Edward his fucceffor, and 

Edmond earl of Lancafter ; and two· daughters, Margaret 

queen of Scotland, and Beatrix dutchefs of Britanny. 

He had five other children, who died in their infancy. 

Mifcellane- THE following are the mofl: remarkable laws enaB:ed 
ous tranfac- d · h" · 'I"'h h d b d" r b 
tions of this unng t IS reign. ere a een great 11putes etween 

rei.gn. ' the civil and ecclefiaftical courts concerning baftardy. 

The common law had deemed all thofe to be bafiards who 

were born before wedlock: By the canon Jaw they were 

legitimate: And when any difpute of inheritance arofe, 

it had formerly been ufual for the civil courts to ifTu'e 

writs te the fpiritual, directing them to enquire into tHe 

le-gitimacy of the perfon. The bifhop always returned 

an anfwer agreeable to the canon law, though contral'y 

to the municipal law of the kingdom. For this reafon, 

the civil courts had changed the terms of their writ; an·d 

inftead of requiring the fpiritual courts to make inquifition 

e Walfing. Edvv. I. P• 43• 
toncerning 



H E N R Y IlL 

concerning the legitimacy of the p~rfon, they only pro- c H A. P. 

pofed the fimple quefi:ion of faCt, whether he were born~ 
before or after wedlock. The prelates c0mplained of this n7~. 

praB:ice to the parliament affembled at Merton in the 

twentieth of this king, and defired thztt the municipal law 

might be rendered conformable to the canon: But re-

ceived from all the nobility the memorable reply, Nolumus 

leges .Anglite mutare, "\Ve will not change the laws of 
England r. 

AFTER the civil wars, the parliament fummoned at 

Marlebridge, gave their approbation to mofi: of the ordi

nances, which had been efiabliilied by the reforming barons, 

and which, though advantageous to the fecurity of the 

people, had not received the fantl:ion of a legal autho
rity. Among other laws, it was there enaCled, that all 

appeals from the courts of i:9ferior lords 1hou1d be carried 

direCl:ly to the king's courts, without paffing through the 

courts of the lords immediately fuperior g. It was or

dained, that money fhould bear no intereft during the 
minority of the debtor h. This law was reafonable, as 
the efiates of minors were always in the hands of their 
lords, and the debtors could not pay intcrefl: where they 

had no revenue. The charter of king John had granted 

this indulgence: It was omitted in that of Henry III. 
for what reafon is not known; but it was renewed by the 

ihtute of 1\!Iarlebridge. l'viofi: of the other articles of this 
flatute are calculated to refi:rain the oppreffions oflheriffs, 
and the violence and iniquities committed in difi:raining 

cattle and other goods. Cattle and the inll:ruments of 
hufoandry formed at that time the chief riches of the 
people. 

IN the 35th year of this king an affize was fixed of 

'bread, the price of which was fettled, acaording to the 

f Statute of Merton, chap. 9• 
h Ibid. chap, 16. 

g Statute Qf arlb, chap. 2.0. · 

different 
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c H A P. different prices of corn, from one !hilling a quarter to 

~ feven fuillings and fix pence i, money of that age. Thefe 

U7Z· great variations are alone a proof of bad tillage k : Yet 

did the prices often rife much higher, than any taken 
notice of by the ftatute. The chronicle of Dunftable tells 

us, that in this reign, wheat was once fold for a mark, 

nay for a pound a quarter; that is, three pounds of our 

prefent money 1• The fame law affords us a proof of 
the little communication between the parts of the king

dom, from the very different prices which the fame com

modity bore at the fame time. A brewer, fays the fia

tute, may fell two gallons of ale for a penny in cities, 

and three or four gallons for the fame price in the 
country. At prefent, fuch commodities, by the great 
confutnption of the people, and the great frocks of the 

brewers, are rather cheapefl: in cities. The Chronicle 

above-mentioned obferves, that wheat one year was fold in 
many places for eight !hillings a quarter, but never rofe 

in Dunftable above a crown. 
THoUGH commerce was ftill very low, it feems rather 

to have encreafed fince the Conqueft; at leaft, if we may 

judge of the increafe of money by the price of corn. 

The medium between the higheft and loweft prices of 
wheat, affigned by the ftatute, is four Ihillings and three 

pence a quarter, that is, twelve Ihillings and nine pence 

of our prefent money. This is near half of the mid

dling price in our time. Yet the middling price of cattle, 

fo late as the reign of king Richard, we found to be above 
eight, near ten times lower than the prefent. Is not this 
the true inference, from comparing thefe faets, that, in all 

i Statutes at large, p. 6, k We learn from Cicero's oratio.DI 

-again!!: Verres, lib. iii. cap. 84. 9~. that the price of corn in Sicily w~t, 
during the praetorthip of Sacerdos, five Denarii a Modius ; during that of 

Verrcs, which immediately fucceeded, only two Sefterces: That is, ten 

times lower; a prcfumption, or rather a proof, of the very bad fiate of tillage 

ih andcnt times. 1 So alfa Knyghton, P• :&444• 

uncivilized 
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tmcivilizeJ nations, cattle, which propagate ofthemfelves, c H A P. 

b I I . h h. h . XIl. 
ear a ways a ower pnce t an corn, w rc requrres "--v--J 

more art and frock to render it plentiful, than thofe nations 1z.7z.. 

are poffelfed of? It is to be remarked, that Henry's affize 

of corn was copied from a preceding affize efl:abliihed 

by king John; confequently, the prices which we have 

here compared of corn and cattle may be looked on as 

contemporary; and they were drawn, not from one par-

ticular year, but from an efiimation of the middling 

prices for a feries of years. It is true, the prices, affigned 

by the affize of Richard, were meant as a fiandard for the 

accompts of lheritfs and efcheators; and as confiderable pro-

fits were allowed to thefe minifiers, we may naturally fup-

pofe,that the common value of cattle was fomewhat higher: 

Yet frill, fo great a difference between the prices of corn 

, and cattle as that of four to one, compared to the prefent 

rates, affords important reflections concerning the very 

different fl:ate of indufiry and tillage in the two periods. 

INTEREST had in that age mounted to an enormous 

height, as might be expected from the barbarifm of the 

times and men's ignorance of commerce. Infiances occur 

of fifty per cent. payed for money m. There is an editl: 

of Philip Augufl:us near this period, limiting the Jews in 

} .... ranee to 48 per cent. 11. Such profits tempted the 

Je\vs to remain in the kingdom, notwithfianding the 

grievous oppreffions, to which, from the prevalent bigo

try and rapipe of the age, they were continually expofed. 

It is eafy to imagine how precarious their fiate mufl: have 

been under an indigent prince, fomewhat refhained in his 

tyranny over his native fubjects, but who pofielfed an un

limited authority over the Jews, the foie proprietors of 

money in the kingdom, and hated on account of their 

riches, their religion, and their ufury: Yet will our ideas 

fcarcely come up to the extortions which in faCl: we find 

m M. Paris, p. 586, n BrufTel Traite des Fiefs; vol. i. p. 576. 

VoL. II. to 
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C H A P. to have been pratl:ifed upon them. In the year 124r, 
X~ h 0 T '-..;---' 20,000 marks were exacted from t em : wo years 
12 7~· after, money was again extort~d; and one Jew alone, 

Aaron of York, was obliged to pay above 4000 marks P: 
In I 250, Henry renewed his oppreffions ; and the fame 
Aaron was condemned to pay him 30,000 marks upon an 
accufation of forgery q : The high penalty impofed upon 

him, and which, it feems, he was thought able to pay, is 
rather a prefumption of his innocence than of his guilt. 

In 1255, the king demanded Sooo marks from the Jews, 
and threatened to hang them, if they refufed compliance. 
They now loft all patience, and de!ired leave to retire 
with their effects out of the kingdom. But the king re
plied : " How can I remedy the oppreffions you complain 
" of? I am myfelf a beggar. I am fpoiled, I am firip
" ped of all my revenues·: I owe above 2oo,ooo marks; 
" and if I had faid 3oo,ooo, I ihould not exceed the 
" truth: I am obliged to pay my fon, prince Edward, 
" 15,ooo marks a year: I have not a farthing; _ and I 
" muft have money, from any hand, from any quarter, 

" or by any means." He then delivered over the Jews 
to the earl of Cornwal, that thofe whom the one brother 
had .flead, the other might embowel, to make ufe of the 
words of the hifl:orian r. King John,. his father, once de
manded I ,o.,ooo marks from a Jew of Briftol; and on ht.s 
refufal, ordered on€ of his teeth· to be drawn every day 
till he ihould comply. The Jew loft feven teeth; and 

then paid the fum required of him s. One talliage laid 
upon the Jews in 1243 amounted to 6o,ooo marks t: a 
fum equal to the whole yearly revenue of the crown. 

To give a better pretence for extortions, the improbable 
and abfurd accufation, which has been at different times. 
advanced againft that nation, was revived in Engla~d, 

o M. Par:s, p. 37:t. 
r lbid~ p. 6o6. 

P Ibid. F• 410. 
$ Ibid. P• I6o. 

q Ibid. p. szs. 
t Madox, p. JS2· 

that 
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that they had crucified a child in derifion of the fufferino-s C H A P. 
• • 

0 xu. 
of Chn!l:. Etghteen of them were hanged at once for '-v--I 

this crime u : Though it is no wife credible, that even the 1 2 7~• 

antipathy born them by the Chriilians, and the oppref-

fions under which they laboured, would ever have puihed 

them to be guilty of that dangerous enormity. But it is 

natural to imagine, that a race, expoiCd to fuch infults 

and indignities both from king and people, and who had 

fo uncertain an enjoyment of their riches, would carry 

ufury to the utmofr extremity, and by their great profits 

make themfelves fame compenfation for their continual 

perils. 
THoUGH thefe aB:s of violence againfl: the Jews proceed

ed much from bigotry, they were frill more derived from 

avidity and rapine. So far from dcfiring in that age to 

convert them, it was enaCl:ed by law in France, that, if 

any Jew embraced Chrifl:ianity, he forfeited all his goods, 

without exception, to the king or his fuperior lord. 

Thefe plunderers were careful, left the profits, accruing 

from their dominion over that unhappy race, ihould be 

diminiihed by their con verfion w. 

CoMMERCE mufi: be in a wretched condition, where 

interefl: was fo high, and where the fole proprietors of 

money employed it in ufury only, and were expofed to 

fuch extortion and injufl:ice. But the bad police of the 

country was another obfl:acle to improvements ; and ren

dered all communication dangerous, and all property pre

carious. The Chronicle of Dunfiable fays x, that men 

were never fecure in their houfes, and that whole villages 

were often plundered by bands of robbers, though no civil 

wars at that time prevailed in the kingdom. In 1249, 
fome years before the infurreB:ion of the barons, two 

merchants of Brabant came to the king at 'Vinchefter, 

u M. Paris, p. 613. w Bruffel, vol. i, p. 6u. Du Cange verbo 

Jud.ri, x Vol. i. P• 155· 

Q.2 and 
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C H A P· and told him, that they had been fpoiled of all their good's: 
~by certain robbers, whom they knew, becaufe they iaw 

U72. their faces every day in his court; that like pracrices pre
vailed all over England, and travellers were continually 
expofed to the danger of being robbed, bound, wounded, 
and murdered; that thefe crimes efcaped with impunity, 
becaufe the mi111ifiers of juftice themfelves were in a con
federacy with the robbers; and that they, for their part, 
infread of bringing matters to q, fruitlefs trial by-law, were 
willing, though merchants, to decide their caufe with 
the robbers by arms and a duel. The king, provoked at 
thefe abufes, ordered a jury to be inclofcd, and to try 
the robbers: The jury, though confiH:ing of twelve men 
of property in Hampfhire, were found to be alfo in a con
federacy with the felons, and acquitted them. Henry in 
a rage committed the jury to prifon, threatened them with 
fevere punilhment, and ordered a new jury to be inclofed, 
who, dreading the fate of their fellows, at lafr found a 
verdict againft the criminals. Many of the king's own 
houfehold were difcovered to have participated in the 
guilt; and they faid for their excufe, that they received 
.no wages from him, and were obliged to rob for a main
tenance Y. Knights and efquires, fays the Dictum of Ke
~1elworth, u ·ha were robbers, if they have no land, }hall pay 
the half of their goads, and find Ju.fficimt fecurity to keep 
henceforth the peace of tbe kingdom. Such were the man
ners of the times ! 

ONE can the lefs repine, during the prevalence of fuch 
manners, at the frauds and forgeries of the clergy ; as it 
gives lefs difl:urbance to fociety, to take men's money from 
them with their own confent, though by deceits and lies1 

than to ravifh it by open force and violence. During 
this reign, the papal power was at its fummit, and was 

Y M. Paris, p. 509. 

7 
ev<n 
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even beginning inf~nfibly to decline, by reafon of the im- C H A P. 

meafurable avarice and extortions of the court of Rome,~ 
which difgufted the clergy as well as laity, in every king- 127z. 

tlom of Europe. England itfelf, though funk in the deepefl: 

abyfs of ignorance and fuperftition, had ferioully enter-

tained thoughts of lhaking off the papal yoke z; and the 

Roman pontiff was obliged to think of new expedients 

for rivetting it fafter upon the Cluifiian world. For this 

purpofe, Gregory IX. publilhed his decretals a, which are 

a colleCt: ion of forgeries, favourable to the court of Rome, 

and confifi of the fuppofed decrees of pope' in the fir{l: 
centuries. But thefe forgeries are fo grofs, and confound 

fo palpably all language, hifrory, chronology, and anti-

quities; matters more il:ubborn than any fpeculative 

truths whatfoever; that even that church, which is not 

ftartled at the mofi monihous contraditl:ions and abfurdi-

ties, has been obliged to abandon them to the critics. But 

in the dark period of the thirteenth century, they palfed 

for undifpu-ted and authentic; and men, entangled in the 

mazes of this falfe literature, joinrd to the philofophy, 

equally falfe, of the times, had nothing wherewithal to 

defend themfelves, but fome fmall remains of common 

fenfe, which paired for profanenefs and impiety, and 

.the indelible regard to felf-interefr, which, as it was the 

foie motive in the priefi:s for framing thefe impofrures 

ferved alfo, in fome degree, to proteCt the laity againfl: 

them. 

ANOT!!ER expedient, devifed by the church of Rome, 

in this period, for fecuring her power, was the inftitution 

of new religious orders, chiefly the Dominicans and 

F,rancifcans, who proceeded with all the zeal and fuccefs 

that attend novelties ; were better qualified to gain the 

populace than the old orders, now become rich and in ... 

3t M. Par~s, p. 42.1·. a Trivet, P• 191. 

do lent; 
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C H A P. dolent; maintained a perpetual rivaHhip with each othe1• 
~in promoting their gq.inful ftJperfl:itions; and acquired a 
· U72. great dominion over the minds, and confcquently over the 

purfes of men, by pretending a defire of poverty and ~ 
contempt for riches. T'he quarrels which arofe betwecq 
~hefe orders, lying fiill under the controul of the Cove
reign pontiff, never difl:urbed th~ peace of tpe church, 
;:tnd ferved only as a fpur to their indu:fl:ry in promoting 
the common caufe; and though the Dominicans loft 
fome popularity by their denial of the immaculate con
ception~ a point in which they --unwarily engaged too far 
to be able to recede with honour, they counterbalanced 
this difadvantage by acquiring more folid efiablifuments, 
by gai~ing the confidence of kin~s and princes, and by 
exercifing the jurifditlion affigned them, of ultimate judges 
and punifhers of herefy. 1~hus, the feveral orders of 
monks became a kind of regular troops or garrifons of the 
;Romiih church; <j.nd though the temporal interefl:s of 
fociety,fiill more the caufe of true piety, were hurt, by their 
various devices to captivate the populace, t~ey proved the 
~hief fupports of that mighty fabric of fuperfl:ition, and~ 

till the revival of true learning, fec4red it from any dan .. 
gerous invafion. 

THE trial by ordeal W<tS abolilhed in this reign by 
prder of ~oun~il: A fain~ mar~ of improvement in the 
~~e b. . 

HENRY granted a cP,~rter tq the town qf :N'ewcafile~ 
ln which he gave the inhabitants a licence to dig coal, 
This is the firft mention of coal in England. 

WE learn from M~do~ c, that this king gave at one 
time IO<? fhilling~ tq mafier ftenry, his poet: J\lfo t~~ 
faPJ.e year he orders thi$ poet ten pou.pds. 

~ ~ymer, vol. i, p. zzi, Spe!man~ ~· 3~6. 
f Page z6$! · .. 

1-r . 
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IT appears from Selden, that in the 47th of this reignC HA P. 

a hundred and fifty temporal, and fifty fpiritual barons~ 
were fummoned to perform the fervice, due by their te- up .. 

nures d. In the 35th of the fubfequent reign eighty-
fix temporal barons, twenty bifhops, and forty-eight 
abbots, were fummoned to a parliament convened at Car .. 

lifie e. 

d Titles of honour, part z. chap. 3• 

vol. i. p. 151. 

e Parliamentary Hift. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. XIII. 

EDWARD I. 

Civil adminiftration of the king-Conque.ft of Wales 
-Affairs of $cotland--Com.petitors for the 
crown of Scot land--8eference to Edward-
Homage of Scotland--..Award of Edward in 
favour of Baliol--War with France--Di
grejjion toncerning the conflitution of parliament 
-fVarwith Scotland--Scotland fubdued-
War with France--Di.f!enjions with the clergy 
-Arbitrary meafures--Peace with France 
--Revolt of Scotland--'I'hat kingdom again 
fubdued--again revolts--is again fubdued-
Robert Bruce--'Ihird revolt of Scotland-
Death and charatler of the king--Mifcellaneou$ 
tranjatlions of this reign. 

c H A P. THE Englilh were as yet fo little enured to obedience XI! f. 
'"---v---' under a regular government, that the death of almoft 

1272. every king, fince the conquefi-, had been attended with 
difordcrs; and the council, refleCting on the recent civil 
wars, and on the animofities which naturally remain after 
thefe great convulfions, had reafon to apprehend dan
gerous con[equences from the abfence of the fon and fuc
ceffor of Henry. They therefore hafi-ened to proclaim 
prince Edward~ to fwear allegiance to him, and to fum
mon the fiates of the kingdom, in order to provide for the 
public peace in this important conjuncture r. Waltei" 

f Rymer, -.ol. ii, p, I. Walling. p. 43• Trivet, p. ~39• 

Giffard, 
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Giffard, archbifuop of York, the earl of Cornwal, fon ofC H A P~ xur. 
Richard, king of the Romans, and the earl -of Glocefl:er, '-..r---' 

were appointed guardians of the realm, and proceeded HjZ. 

peaceably to the exercife of their authority, without either 

meeting with oppofition from any of the people, or being 

difiurbed with emulation and faCtion among themfelves. 

The high ch~raCter acquired by Edward during the late 

commotions, his military genius, his fuccefs in fubduing 

the rebels, his moderation in fettling the kingdom, had 

procured him great efieem, mixed with afFeCtion, among 

all orders of-men; and no one could reafonably entertain 

hopes of making any advantage of his abfence, or of 

railing difturbance in the nation. The earl of Glocefier 

himfelf, whofe great power and turbulent fpirit had ex-

cited moll jealoufy, was forward to give proofs of his 

allegiance; and the other malcontents, being defiitute 

of a leader, were obliged to remain in fubmiffion to the 

government. 

PRINCE Edward had reached Sicily in his return from 

the Holy Land, when he received intelligence of the 

death of his father ; and he difcovered a deep concern 

on the occafion. At the fame time he learned the death 

of an infant fon, John, whom his princefs, Eleanor of 

Cafiile, had born him at Acre in Paleftine, and as he 

appeared much lefs afFeCted with that misfortune, the 

king of Sicily expreffed a furprize at this difference of 

fentiment: But was told by Edward, that the death of a 

fon was a lofs which he might hope to repair; the death 

of a father was a lofs irreparable '· 

Enw ARD proceeded homeward; but as he foon learned 

the quiet fettlement of the kingdom, he was in no hurry 

to take po!fdiion of the throne, but fpent near a year in 

France, before he made his appearance in England. In 

,his paffage by Chalons in Burgundy, he was challenged 

by 
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c H A P. by the prince of the country to a tournament which he 
~-was preparing; and as Edward excelled in thofe martial 

nn. and dangerous exercifes, the true image of war, he de
clined not the opportunity of acquiring honour in that . 
great affembly of the neighbouring nobles. But the image 
of war was here unfortunately turned into the thing itfelf. 
Edward and his retinue were fo fuccefsful in the joufis, 
that the French knights, provoked at their fuperiority, 
made a ferious attack upon them, which was repulfed, 
and much blood was idly lhed in the quarrel h. This 
rencounter received the name of the petty battle of Cha
lons. 

Enw ARD went from Chalons to Paris, and did homage 
to Philip for the dominions which he held in France i. 

n74· He thence returned to Guienne, and fettled that province,_ 
which was in fome confufion. He made his journey to 
London through France ; in his paffage he accommo
cated at Montreuil a difference with Margaret, countefs 
of Flanders, heirefs of that territory k; he was received 

:
9

th Aug. '\':rjth joyful acclamations by his people, and was folemnly 
crowned at Weftminfl:er by Robert, archbiihop of Can
terbury. 

~ivit ~ami- THE king immediately applied himfelf to the re-efia-
mftratJOn ofb}"{h f h" k" d d h n.· f h r. th,ekiai• I ment o IS mg om, an to t e corre~,;,Ling o t 01e 

diforders, which the civil commotions and the loofe ad
minifl:ration of his father had introduced into every part 
of government. The plan of his policy was equally ge
nerous, and prudent. He confidered the great barons 
both as the immediate rivals of the crown, and oppreffors 
of the people; and he purpofed, by an exact diil:ribution 
of jufl:ice, and a rigid execution of the laws, to give at 

· once proteCtion to the inferior orders of the ftate, and to 
diminifh the arbitrary power of the great, on which their 

h Walfing. p. 44· Trivet, p. 2.-41. M. Weft. p. 402, 
l Walling. P•15• k Rymer1 vol, ii, p. 3~, 33• 

dangerous 
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dangerous authority was chiefly founded. Making it a c H A P. 

. d .n. b~' XIH. 
rule in h1s own con ULL to o 1erve, except on extraor- '---y---J 

dinary occafions, the privileges fecured to them by the 1274. 

Great Charter, he acquired a right to infifr upon their 

pbfervance of the fame charter towards their vaffals and 

inferiors; and he made the crown be regarded by all the 

gentry and commonalty of the kingdom, as the foun· 

tain of j u:fl:ice, and the general afy lum againfr oppref ... 

fion. Befides enacting feveral ufeful Hatutes, in a par- 127s. 
liament which he fummoned at Wefiminfier, he took care x6th Feb. 

te infpet:l: the condu~ of all his magifirates and judges, 

to difplace fuch as were either negligent or corrupt, to 

provide th~m with fufficient force for the execution of 

j ufiice, to extirpate all bands and confederacies of robbers, 

and to reprefs thofe more filent robberies, which were 

committed either by the power of the nobles, or under 

the countenance of public authority. By this rigid ad

minifiration, the face of the kingdom was foon changed; 

;ind order and j ufiice took place of violence and oppref

'iion: But afi)id:fl: the excellent infiitutions and public

fpirited plans of Edward, there frill appears fomewhat 

both of the ieverity of his perfonal character and of the 

prejudices of the times. 

As the various kinds of malefat:l:ors, the murderers, 

robbers, incendiaries, raviihers, and plunderers, had be

come fo numerous and powerful, that the ordinary mini

fters of ju:fl:ice, efpecially in the wefrern counties, were 

afraid to execute the laws againfr them, the king found it 

neceifary to provide an extraordinary remedy for the evil; 

and he erected a new tribunal, which, however ufefu1, 

would have been deemed, in times of more regular liberty, 

a great fhetch of illegal and arbitrary power. It con

fified of commiffioners, who were empowered to enquire 

into diforders and crimes of all kipds, and to inflict the 

_proper punifhments upon ~hem,. The officers, charged 

3 ~fu 
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C H A P. with this unufual commiffion, made their circuits 
~throughout the counties of England mofi: infefted with 

1175• this evil, and carried terror into all thofe parts of the 
kingdom. In their zeal to puni1h crime~, they did not 
fufliciently difl:ingui1h between the innocent and guilty; 
the fmallefr fufpicion became a ground of accufation and 
trial; the flighteft evidence was received againfr crimi
nals; prifons were crowded with malefaCtors, real or pre
tended; fevere fi!les were levied for fmall offences; and 
the king, though his exhaufted exchequer was fupplied 
by this expedient, found it neceffary to frop the courfe of 
fo great rigour, and after terrifying and diffipating by this 
tribunal the gangs of diforderly people in England, he 
prudently annulled the commiffion 1 ; and never after
wards renewed it. 

AMoNG the various diforders, to which the kingdom 
was fubje8:, no one was more univerfally complained of 
than the adulteration of the coin; and as this crime re
quired more art than the Englilh of that age, who chiefly 
employed force and violence in their iniquities, were pof
fdfed of, the imputation fell upon the Jews m. Edward 
alfo feems to have indulged a lhong prepolfeffion againft • 
that nation; and this ill-judged zeal for Chriftianity be
ing naturally augmented by an expedition to the Holy 
Land, he let loofe the whole rigour of his jufiice againfi: 
that unhappy people. Two hundred and eighty of them 
were hanged at once for this crime in London alone, be
fides thofe who fuffered in other parts of the kingdom"· 
The houfes and lands, (for the Jews had of late ventured 
to make purchafes of that kind) as well as the goods of 
great multitudes, were fold and confifcated : And the 

1 Spellman's GloiT. in verbo Trailbajl?ft. But Spellman was either mif,.. 
taken in pladn~ this co!l'miffion 1n the fifth year of the king, or it was re. 
newed in 130S, See Rymer, vol. ii, p. g6o, Trivet, p. 338. M. Wtft. 
p. 4)0· m Walfing. p. 4S, Heming. vol. i. p. 6. 

• T. Wykes, p. 1o7. 
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king, lefi :t !hould be fufpeCled that the riches of the C H A P~ 
. . . XIII. 

fufferers were the chief part of the1r gmlt, ordered a~ 

moiety of t:1e money, raifed by thefe confifcations, to be 1 Z7S· 

fct apart, and beflowed upon fuch as were willing to be 

converted to Chriflianity. But refentment was more pre-

valent with them, than any temptation from their poverty; 

and very few of them could be induced by interefi to em-

brace the ~eligion of their pcrfecutors. The miferies of 

this people did not here terminate. Though the arbitrary 

talliages ar.d exaClions, levied upon them, had yielded a 

confiant ar.d a confiderable revenue to the crown; Ed-
ward, prompted by his zeal and his rapacity, refolved 

fome time 1fter 0 to purge the kingdom entirely of that 

hated race, and to feize to himfelf at once their whole 

property a~ the reward of his labour P. He left them 

only moner fufficient to bear their charges into foreign 
countries, where new perfecutions and extortions awaited 

them : But the inhabitants of the cinque-ports, imitating 

the bigotr)' and avidity of their foverelgn, defpoiled mofi: 

of them o; this fmall pittance, and even threw many of 

them into the fea: A crime, for which the king, who 

was determined to be the foie plunderer in his dominions, 

infliCled a capital punifhment upon them. No lefs than 

fifteen thd.1fand Jews were at this time robbed of their 
effeCts and banilhed the kingdom: Very few of that na-

tion have :ince lived in England : And as it is impoffible 

for a natiJn to fubfift without lenders of money, and 

none will lend without a compenfation, the practice of 

ufury, as it was then called, was thenceforth exercifed by 

the Englifu themfelves upon their fellow-citizens, or by 

Lombards and other foreigners. It is very much to be 

.queftionec, whether the dealings of thefe ne~ ufurers 

were equ<1lly open and unexceptionable with thofe of the 

o In the ytar 1290. P Walling. P· 54• Heming. vol. i. p. zo. 
Tr.i.vet1 P• a66. 

old, 
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C ~ A P. old. By a law of Richard, it was enatl:ed, that three 
~copies lhould be made of every bond given to a Jew; one 

IS7J• to be put into the hands of a public magifl:rate, another' 
into thofe of a man of credit, and a third to remain with 
the Jew himfelf q_ But as the canon law, feconded by 
the municipal, permitted no Chrifiian to take interefi-1 
all tranfaetions of this kind mufi, after the banilhment of 
the Jews, have become more fecret and clandefi:ine, and 
the lender, of confequence, be paid both for the ufe of 
his money, and for the infamy and danger which he in• 
curred by lending it. 

'rHE great poverty of the crown, though no excufe~ 
was probably the caufe of this egregious tyranny exercifed 
againfi: the Jews; but Edward alto praEtifed other more 
honourable means of remedying that evil. He employed 
a ftriCl: frugality in the management and difi:ribution of 
his revenue: He engaged the parliament to vote him a 
fifteenth of all moveables ; the pope to grant him the 
tenth of all ecclefiafrical revenu ~ s for three years ; and 
the merchants to confent to a perpetual impofition of half 
a mark on every fack of wool ·exported, and a mark on 
three hundred fkins. He alfo iff'ued commiffioHs to en
quire into all encroachments on the royal demefne ; into 
the value of efcheats, forfeitures, and wardfhips; and 
into the means of repairing or improving every branch of 
the revenue r. The commiffioners, in the execution of 
their office, began to carry matters too far againfl: the 
nobility, and to q uefi:ion titles to efl:ates which had been 
tranfmitted from father tp fon for feveral generations. Earl 
W arrenne, who had done fuch eminent fervice in the late 
reign, being required to £how his titles, drew his fword J 
and fubjoined, that William~ the Bafi:ard, had not con
quered the kingdom for himfelf alone: His ancefior was 
a joint adventurer in the enterprize; and he himfelf was 

q Trivet, p. uS, r Ann. Wavcrl. p. 23S·· 

determined 
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determined to maintain what had from that period re-~ H A P. 
XIII. 

mained unquefiioneJ in his family. The king, fcnfible ~ 

of the danger, defifi:ed from making farther cnq uir:es of IZJS. 

this nature. 

BuT the active fpirit of Edward could not long remain u 7,. 

without employment. He foon after undertook an en er-~.;~:~ rJ 
prize more prudent for himfelf, and more adv<1ntageous to 
his people. Lewellyn, prince of Wales, had been deeply 

engaged with the Mountfort faction ; had entered intQ 
all their confpiracies againft the crown; had frequently 

fought on their fide ; and till the battle of Eve!ham, fo 

fatal to that party, had employed every expedient to de-
prefs the royal caufe, and to promote the fuccefs of the 

barons. In the general accommodation, made with the 
vanqui!hed, Lewellyn had alfo obtained his pardon; but 

as he was the moft powerful, and therefore the mofl ob-
noxious vaffal of, the crown, he had reafon to entertain 
anxiety about his fituation, and to dread the future effeeb 

of refentment and jealoufy in the Englilh monarch. For 
this reafon, he determined to provide for his fecurity by 
maintaining a fecret corrcfpondence with his former affo- , 
ciates ; and he even made his addreifes to a daughter of 
the earl of Leicefi:er, who was fent to him from beyond 
fea, but being intercepted in her paffage near the ifles of 

Scilly, was detained in the court of England s. 1'his 

incident encrenfing the mutual jealoufy between Edward 

and Lewellyn, the latter, when required to come to 
England, and do homage to the new king, fcrupled to 

put himfelf in the hands of an enemy, defired a Cafe

conduct from Edward, infifi:ed upon having the king·s 
fon and other noblemen delivered to him as hofiages, and 
demanded, that his confort fuould previoufly be fet at 

• Waltin~. P• 46, 47• He111iog. Yol. i. p. S· Trivet, p. ~48. 

liberty. 
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c H A P. liberty t. The king, having now brought the ftate to a 
~full fettlemertt, was not difpleafed with this occafion of 
· u76. exercifi.ng his authority, and fubduing entirely the prin-

cipality of Wales. He refufed all Lewellyn's demands, 
except that of a fafe-condua ; fent him repeated fummons 
to perform the duty of a va.ffal; levied an army to reduce 
him to obedience; obtained a new aid of a fifteenth from 
parliament; and marched out with certain affurance of 

•n· {ucce[s againfr the enemy. "Befides the great difproportion 
of force between the kingdom and the principality, the 
circumftances of the two ftates were entirely reverfed; 
and the fame inte:fl:ine diffentions, which had formerly 
weakened England, now prevailed in Wales, and had 
even taken place in the reigning family. David and Ro-
deric, brothers to Lewellyn, difpoffeifed of their inhe
ritance by that prince, had been obliged to have recourfe 
to the protection of Edward, and they feconded with all 
their interefr, which was extenfive, his att.erripts to en
nave their native country. The Welih prince had no 
refource but in the inacce.ffible fituation of his moun
tains, which had hitherto, through many ages, de
fended his forefathers againfl: all attempts of the Saxon 
and Norman conquerors; and he retired among the hills 
of Snowdun, refolute to defend himfelf to the la:fl: extre
mity. But Edward, equally vigorous and cautious, en
tering by the north with a formidable army, pierced into 
the heart of the country; and having carefully explored 

· every road before him, and fecured every pafs behind him, 
2pproached the WeHh army in its lafi: retreat. He here . 
avoided the putting to trial the valour of a nation, proud 

· of its ancient independance, and enRamed with animofity 
againft its hereditary enemies; and he tru:fl:ed to the !low, 
but fure effects of famine, for reducing that people to fub
jettion. The rude and fimple manners of the natives, 

t RY,mer, vol. ii. p. 6~. Walllng. p. 46. Trivet, p. 2-t7• 
as 
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swell as the mountainous fituation of their country, had c H A P. 

inade them entirely neglect tillage, and trufl: to pafrurage ~ 
alone for their fubfifrence : A method of life which had a77. 

hitherto fecured them againfr the irregular attempts of the 

Englilh, but expofed them to certain ruin, when the 

conquefr of the country was fteddily purfued, and pru-

dently planned by Edward. Defl:itute of magazines, 

cooped up in a narrow corner, they, as well as their cattle, 

fuffered all the rigors of famine; and Lewellyn, without 

being able to frrike a frroke for his independance, was at 

lafl: obliged to fubmit at difcretion, and receive the terms 

impofed upon him by the viCl:or u. He bound himfelf to Ygth Nof'. 

pay to Edmond 50,000 pounds, as a reparation of damages; 

to do homage to the ·crown of England; to permit all the 

other barons of Wales, except four near Snowdun, to 

fwear fealty to the fame crown; to relinquilh the country 
between Chefhire and the river Conway; to fettle on his 
brother Roderic a thoufand marks a year, and on David 
five hundred; and to deliver ten hofiages as fecurity for 

his future fubmiffion w. 

Enw ARD, on the performance of the other artic1es1 

remitted to the prince of Wales the payment of the so,ooo 
pounds x, which were fiipulated by treaty,, and which, it is 

probable the poverty of the country made it abfolutely im

poffible for him to levy. But notwithfl:anding this indul
gence, complaints of iniquities foon arofe on the fide of the 

vanquifhed: The Englilh, infolent on their eafy and btood. 

lefs viCl:ory, oppreffed the inhabitants of the diftriCl:s which 
were yielded to them: The lords marchers committed 

with impunity all kinds of violence on their WeHh neigh

bours: New and more fevere terms were impofed on L ew .. 

ellyn himfelf; and Edward, when the prince attended 

bim at W orcefl:er, exatted a promife that he would retain 

u T. Wykes, p. JOS· w Rymer, . yol. ii, p. SS. Walfwg. p. 47 .. 

Trivet, p. 2.51. T. Wykcs, p. 106. :x Rymer, p. 9s. 
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e H A P. no perfon in his principality who lhould be obnoxious te 
~the Engliili monarch r. There were other perfonal 

un. infults, which raifed the indignation of the WeHh, and 
made them determine rather to encounter a force, which 
they had already experienced to be fo much fuperior, than 
to bear oppreffion from the haughty victors. Prince Da· 
vid, feized· with the national fpirit, made peace with his 
brother, and promifed to concur in the defence of public 
liberty. The WeHh flew to arms; and Edward, not 
difpleafed with the occafion of making his cohquefl: final 
and abfolute, affembled all his military tenants, and ad .. 
vanced into Wales with an army, which the inhabitants 
could not reafonably hope to refifl:. The fituation of 
the country gave the W elfh at firfi fome advantage 
over Luke ue Tany, one of Edward's captains, who had 
paffed the Menau with a detachment z: But Lewellyn, 
being furprized by Mortimer, was defeated and flain in 
an action, and 2000 of his followers were put to the 
fword a. David, who fucceeded him in the principality, 
could never collect an army fufficient to face the Englilh; 
and being chaced from hill to hill, and hunted from one 
retreat to another, was obliged to conceal himfelf under 
various difguifes, and was at laft betrayed in his lurking· 
place to the enemy. Edward fent him in chains to 
Shrewfbury; and bringing him to a formal trial before all 
the peers of England, ordered this fovereign prince to be 
hanged, drawn, and quartered, as a traitor, for defend· 
ing by arms the liberties of his native country, together 
with his own hereditary authority b. All the vVeHh no· 
bility fubmitted to the conqueror; the laws of England, 
with the theriffs and other minifrers of j uftice, were 

Y Dr. Powell's Hill:, of Wales, p. 344, 345• z Walfin~. p. 50, 
Heming, vol. i. P• 9• Trivet, p. 258. T. Wykes, p. no. 

a Heming. vol. i. p. 11. 'Fri.vet, p, 2.57• Ann. Waverl, p. 2.35. 
b Heming. vol, i. p. u. Trivet, p. 2.59• .Ann, Waverl. p. 2.38. T. 

Wyket, P• 111. M, Weft. P• 411. 
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eihblifued in that principality; and though it was long c H A P. 

b r · 1 · 1 • • • IL d d XIII. e1ore natwna ant1patmes were extmgu11ue , an a tho- "--..,--J 

rough union attained between the people, yet this impor- u.&3. 

tant conquefr, which it had required eight hundred years 
fully to effeet, was at laft, through the abilities of Ed-

ward, completed by the Engli!h. 

THE king, fenfible that nothing kept alive the ideas of t .. s4• 

military valour and of ancient glory, fo much as the tra.:. 
ditional poetry of the people, which, affifted by the power 
of mufic, and the jollity of feftivals, made deep impreffion 
on the minds of the youth, gathered together all the 
Wellh bards, and from a barbarous, though not abfurd 
policy, ordered them to be put to death c. 

THERE prevails a vulgar ftory, which, as it well 

fuits the capacity of the mon!cifu writers, is carefully 
recorded by them: That Edward, affembling the W elfh, 
promifed to give them a prince of unexceptionable man

ners, a WeHhman by birth, and one who could fpeak 

no other language. On their acclamations of joy, and 
promife of obedience, he invefted in the principality his 
fecond fon Edward, then an infant, who had been born 
at Carnarvon. The death of his eldefl: fon Alfonfo, 
foon after, made young Edward heir of the monarchy: 
The principality of Wales was fully annexed to the 
crown; and henceforth gives a title to the eldefl: fon of 

the kings of England. 

THE fettlement of Wales appeared fo complete toEd-· u86, 

ward, that, in lefs than two years after, he went abroad, 

in order to make peace between Alphonfo, king of Arra-
gon, and Philip the Fair, who had lately fucceeded his 
father Philip the Hardy on the throne of France ,t. The 
difference between thefe two princes had arifen about the 

c Sir J. Wyone, p. t 5• d Rymer, vol. ii, p. 14-91 15<>. 174· 
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~ a A P. kingdom of Sicily, which the pope, after his hopes from 
~England failed him, had befi:owed on Charles, brother to 

aSi. St. Lewis, and which was claimed upon other titles, by 
Peter king of Arragon, father to Alphonfo. Edward had 
powers from both princes to fettle the terms of peace, and 
he fucceeded in his endeavours ; but as the controverfy no
wife regards England, we £hall not enter into a detail of 
it. He frayed abroad above three years; and on his re .. 
turn, found many diforders to have prevailed, both from 

o_pen violence, and from the corruption of juftice. 

-THoMAS CHAMBERLAIN, a gen.tleman of fome note, 
had affembled feveral of his a1fociates at Bofi:on, in Lin
~olnfhire, under pretence of holding a tournament, an 
exercife praetifed by the gentry only; but in reality with 
a view of plundering the rich fair of Bofton, and robbing 

the merchants. To facilitate his purpofe, he privately 
fet fire to the town ; and while the inhabitants were em .. 
ployed in quenching the flames, the confpirators broke 

into the booths, and carried off the goods. Chamberlain 
himfelf was deteCted and hanged; but maintained fo fted .. 
oily the point of honour to his accomplices, that he could 
not be prevailed on, by offers or promifes, to difcover 

any of them. M4lny other infi:ances of robbery and vio· 
lence broke out in all parts of England; though the 
1ingular circumftances attending this confpiracy have 

made it alone be particularly recorded by hifi:orians •. 

BuT the corruption of the judges, by which the foun
tains of jufi:ice were poifoned, -feemed of frill more dan
gerous confequence. Edward, in order to remedy this 
prevailing abufe, fummoned a parliament, and brought 
the judges to a trial; where all of them, except two, 
who were clergymen, were convicted of this flagrant ini
quity, were fined, and depofed. The amount of the 

e Heming, vol. i. P• 16, 17. 
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fines, levied upon them, is alone a fufficient proof of c H A P. 
XIII. 

their guilt ; being above one hundred thoufand marks, an~ 

immenfe fum in thofe days, and fufficient to defray the a£9. 

charges of an expenfive war between two great kingdoms. 

The king afterwards made all the new judges fwear, 

that they would take no bribes; but his expedient, of 

depofing and fining the old ones, was the more effeetual 

remedy. 
WE now come to give an account of the fiate of affairs 

in Scotland, which gave rife to the moft interefting tranf

aCl:ions of this reign, and of fome of the fubfequent:; 

though the intercourfe of that kingdom with England, 

either in peace or war, had hitherto produced fo few 

events of moment, that, to avoid tedioufnefs, we have 

omitted many of them, and have been very concife in re.;. 

lating the reft. If the Scots had, before this period, any 

real hifiory, worthy of the name, except what they glean 

from fcattered paffages in the Englifh hiftorians, thofe 

events, however minute, yet, being the only foreign 

tranfaaions of the nation, might deferve a place in it. 

THOUGH the government of Scotland had been conti- Affairs of 

nualJy expofed to thofe faetions and convulfions, which Scotland. 

are incident to all barbarous, and to many civilized na-

tioni; and though the fucceffions of their kings, the only 

part of their hifiory which deferves any credit, had oftea 

been difordered by irregularities and ufurpations ; the true 

heir of the royal family had frill in the end prevailed~ 

and Alexander III. who had efpoufed the fifter of Edward, 

probably inherited, after a period of about eight hundred 

years, and through a fucceffion of males, the fcepter of 

all the S~ottUh princes, who had governed the nation, 

lj.nce its firft eftablilhment in the ifland. This prince 

died in 1286 by a fall from his horfe at Kinghorn r, 

w~thout leaying any male iffue, and without any -defcend-

f Hc:minc. vol. i. P• ~9· Trivet, p. z.67. 
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C H A P. ant, except Margaret, born- of Eric, king of Norway, 
XliT. 'fh '--v-' and of Margaret, daughter of the Scott1 monarcQ. 
J2.8g. This princefs, commonly called the maid of Norway, 

though a female, and an infant, and a foreigner, yet be
ing the lawful heir of the kingdom, had, through her 
grandfather's care, been recognized fucceffor by the Hates 
of Scotland ~; and on Alexander's death, the difpofitions, 
which had been previoufly made agai:1fi: that event, ap
peared fo j ufl: and prudent, that no diforders, as might 
naturally be apprehended, enfued in the kingdom. Mar
garet was acknowledged queen of Scotland; five guar
dians, the biihops of St. Andrews and Glafgow, the earls 
of Fife and Buchan, and J ames, fl:eward of Scotland, 
entered peaceably upon the adminifiration; and the in
fant princefs, under the protection of Edward, her great 
uncle, and Eric, her father, who exerted themfelves on 
this occafion, feemed firmly feated on the throne of Scot
land. The Englifh monarch was naturally led to build 
mighty projects on this incident; and having lately, by 
force of arms, brought Wales under fubjetl:ion, he at
tempted, by the marriage of Margaret with his eldeft fon 
Edward, to unite the whole ifland into one monarchy, 
and thereby to give it fecurity both againfl: domefric con
vulfions and foreign invafions. The amity, which had u~o. 
of late prevailed between the two nations, and which, 
even in former times, had never been interrupted by any 
violent wars or injuries, facilitated extremely the execu
tion of this projeCt:, fo favourable to the happinefs and 
grandeur of both kingdoms; and the ftates of Scotland 
readily gave their affent to the Englilh propofals, and 
f!Ven agreed, that their young fovereign :lhould be edu
~ated in the court of Edward. Anxious, however, for 
the liberty and independancy of their country, they took 
care to ftipulate very equitable conditions, ere they 

I Rymer, vc!. ii. p. 2.66. 
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tntrufl:ed themfelves into the hands of fo great and foam· C H A p, 

bitious a monarch. It was agreed, that they lhould enjoy ~ 
all their ancient laws, liberties, and cufl:oms; that in cafe ago. 

young Edward and Margaret lhould die without iffue, 

the crown of Scotland lhould revert to the next heir, and 

£hould be inherited by him free and independant; that 

the military tenants of the crown lhould never be obliged 

to go out of Scotland, in order to do homage to the fove-

reign of the united kingdoms, nor the chapters of cathe-

dral, collegiate, or conventual churches, in order to make 

elections; that the parliaments, fummoned for Scottilh 

affairs, £hould always be held within the bounds of that 

kingdom; and that Edward lhould bind himfelf, under 

the penalty of IOo,ooo marks, payable to the pope for 

the ufe of the holy wars, to obferve all thefe articles~. 

It is not eafy to conceive, that two nations could have 

treated more on a foot of equality than Scotland and Eng-

land maintained during the whole courfe of this tranfac-

tion: And though Edward gave his affent to the article, 

concerning the future independancy of the Scottifh crown, 

with a Javing of ~is former rights; this referve gave no 

alarm to the nobility of Scotland, both becaufe thefe 

rights, having hitherto been little heard of, had occafioned 

no difl:urbance, and becaufe the Scots had fo near a pro-

fpeCl: of feeing them entirely abforbed in the rights of their 

fovereignty. 

BuT this project, fo happily formed and fo amicably 12g1. 

condu~ed, failed of fuccefs, by the fudden death of the 

Norvegian princefs, who expired on her paffage to Scot-

land i, and left a very difmal profpeB: to the kingdom. 

Though diforders were for the prefent obviated by the . 
. CompetttOI 

authonty of the regency formerly efl:abliilied, the fuc- for the 
crown of 

h Rymer, vol. ·ii. p. 482. t Heming. lOl. i. p. 30. Trivet, Scotland. 

p.::.6S. 
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c ~I~. P. ceffion itfelf of the crown was now become an objeCl: of 
~ difpute; and the regents could not expeCt, that a contro-

129-t• verfy, which is not ufually decided by reafon and argu
ment alone, would be peaceably fettled by them, or even 
by the fl:ates of the kingdom, amidfl: fo many powerful 
pretenders. The pofrerity of 'Villiam, king of Scot
land, the prince taken prifoner by Henry II. being all 
extinct by the death of Margaret of Nor way ; the right 
to the crown devolved on the iffue of David, earl of 
Huntingdon, brother to William, whofe male line, being 
t\lfo extinCl:, left the fucceffion open to the pofrerity of 
his daughters. The earl of Huntingdon had three daugh
ters ; Margaret, married to Alan lord of Galloway, Ha ... 
be11a, wife of Robert Brus or Bruee, lord of Annandale, 
and Adama, who efpoufed Henry lord Hafrings. !vlar ... 
garet, the eldefr of the fifrers, left one daughter, Dever. 
gild a, married to John Baliol, by whom fhe had a fon of 
the fame name, one of the prefent cam petitors for the crown: 
!fabella, the fecond, bore a fon, Robert Bruce, who was 
now alive, and who alfo infifred on his claim: Adama 
the third left a fan, John Hafrings, who pretended, that 
the kingdom of Sco~land, like many other inheritances, 
was divifible among the three daughters of the earl of 
Huntingclon, and that he, in right of hi& mother, had a 
title to ~ th~rd of it. Ealipl ~P~ Bruce united againft 
fJafl:ings, in maintaining that the kingdom was in
pivifible ; but each of them, fupported by plauflble 
reafons, afferted the preference of his own title. Baliol 
was fprung from the elder branch : Bruce was .one degr~~ 
nearer the common fiock: If the principle of reprefenta
tion was regarded, the former had the better claim : If 
propinquity was confidered, the latter w~s entitled to the 
prefere~ce k: The fentiments of men were divided : All 
fhe n<?\?il~ty ha~ take~ part on one fide or the oth~r ~ 

k fteming~ vo~t i. p. r~ 



The people followed implicitly their leaders: The two c H A P: 
XIII. claimants themfelves had great power and numerous re- '--v---' 

tainers in Scotland : And it is no wonder, that, among u9t. 
a rude peop1e, more accufl:omed to arms than enured to 
laws, a controverfy of this nature, which could not be 
decided by any former precedent among them, and which 
is capable of exciting commotions in the mofl: legal and 
befl: efl:ablilhed governments, ihould threaten the fl:ate 
with the moft fatal convulfions. 

EACH century has its peculiar mode in conduCl:ing bu
:finefs ; and men, guided more by cufl:om than by reafon, 
follow, without enquiry, the manners, which are pre
valent in their own time. The practice of that age, in 
controverfies between ftates and princes, feems to have 
been to chufe a foreign prince, as an equal arbiter, by 
whom the, quefr:'ron was decided, and whofe fentence pre
vented thofe difmal confufions and diforders, infeparable 
at all times from war, but which were multiplied a 
hundred fold, and difperfed into every corner, by the na
ture of the feudal governments. It was thus that the 
Englilh king and barons, in the preceding reign, had 
endeavoured to compofe their diffenfions by a reference to 
the king of France; and the celebrated integrity of that 
monarch had prevented all the bad effeCl:s, which might 
naturally have been dreaded from fo perilous an expe
dient. It was thus that the kings of France and Arra
gon, and afterwards other princes, had fubmitted their 
cpntroverfies to Edward's judgment; and the remotenefs 
of their fl:ates, the great power of the princes, and the little 
interefl: which he had on either ficie, had induced him to 
acquit himfelf with honour in his decifions. The parlia
plent of Scotland, therefore, threatened with a furious 
civil war, and allured by the great reputation of the Eng
lilh monarch, as well as by the prefent amicable corre
Cponde.nce betm.en th~ kingdoms, agreed in making -a 
' referenc~ 
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C ;nt P. reference to Edward; and Frafer, bilhop of St. Andrews:. 
'--y---1 with other deputies, was fent to notify to him their refo
P.e;;;~::e lution, and to claim his good offices in the prefent dan
loEdward. gers to which they were expofed 1• His inclination, they 

:flattered themfelves, led him to prevent their diffenfions, 
and to interpofe with a power, which none of the compe
titors would dare to withfrand : When this expedient was 
propoied by one party, the other deemed it dangerous to 
objeCt to it: Indifferent perfons thought that the imminent 
perils of a civil war would thereby be prevented: An~ 
no one refle8:ed1 on the ambitious character of Edward, 
and the almofi certain ruin, which mufi attend a fmall 
ftate, divided by faction, when it thus implicitly fubmits 
itfelf to the will of fo powerful and encroaching a neigh
bour. 

Bom<tge of THE temptation was too fl:rong for the virtue of the 
~t1t.lild. fi1l. Englifu monarch to re m:. He purpofed to lay hold of 

the prefent favourable opportunity, and if not to create, 
at leafr to revive, his claim of a feudal fuperiority over 
Scotland ; a claim which had hitherto lain in the deepefi: 
obfcurity, and which, if ever it had been an object of at
tention, or had been fo much as fufpetled, would have 
dfecrually prevented the Scottifu barons from chufing 
him for an umpire. He well knew, that, if this pre
tenfion were once fubmitted to, as it feemed difficult, in 
the prefent fituation of Scotland, t() oppofe it, the abfo
lute fovereignty of that kingdom (which had been the 
·cafe with Wales) would foon follow; and that one great 
vaffal, cooped up in an ifland with his liege lord, without 

· refource from foreign powers, without aid from any 
fellow vaffals, could not long maintain his dominions 
againft the efforts of a mighty kingdom, affifted by all 
the cavils which the feudal law afforded his fuperior 
againft him. In purfuit of this great objeCt, very advan-

l Heming. vol-. i. p. 31. 

tageousr ,. 
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tao-eous to England, perhaps in the end no lefs beneficial C H A P. 
b d b 1 . ft d . . . . . r. If XIII. 

to Scotlan , ut extreme y unJU an xmquttous m 1t1e , "----v----1 

Edward bufied himfelf in fearching for proofs of his pre- U.91. 

tended fuperiority; and infread of looking into his own 

archives, which, if his claim had been real, muft have 

afforded him numerous records of the homages done by 

the Scotti£h princes, and could alone yield him any au-

thentic teftimony, he made all the monafieries be ran-

facked for old chronicles and hiftories written by Eng-

lilhmen, and he colleCl:ed all the paffages, which feemed 

anywife to favour his pretenfions m. Yet even in this 

method of proceeding, which muft have difcovered to 

himfelf the inj ufiice of his claim;, he was far from being 

fortunate. He began his proofs from the time of Ed ward the 

elder, and continued them through all the f}lhlequent Saxon 

and Norman times; but produced nothing to his purpofe ". 

The whole amount of his authorities during the Saxon 

period, when frripped of the bombaft and inaccurate :fiyle 

of the monki£h hiftorians, is, that the Scots had fame-

times been defeated by the Engli£h, had received peace 

on difadvantageous terms, had made fubmiffions to the 

Engli£h monarch, and had even perhaps fallen into fame 

dependance on a power, which was fo much fuperior, 

and which they had not at that time fufficient force to 

refifr. His authorities from the Norman period were, if 

poffible, fiilllefs conclufive: The hifiorians indeed make 

frequent mention of homage done by the northern po-

tentate; but no one of them fays that it was done for his 

kingdom, and feveral of them declare, in exprefs terms, 

that it was relative only to the fiefs which he enjoyed 

fou th of the Tweed 0 ; in the fame manner, as the king 

of England himfelf fwore fealty to the French monarch, 

for the fiefs which he inherited in France. And 1:o fuch 

m Walfing. P• 55• v Rymer, vol. ii. p. 559• o Hoveden, 

P• 491, 66:. M, Parie1 P• xog.. M. Weft. 1'• '-56• 

fcandaloua 
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C H A P. fcandalous ihifts was Edward reduced, that he quotes a 
XIII. 

'--v--' paffage from Hoveden P, where it is afferted, that a Scot-
12.91• tilh king had done homage to England ; but he purpofely 

omits the latter part of the fentence, which expreffes 
that this prince did homage for the lands which he held 
in England. 

WHEN William, king of Scotland, was taken prifoner 
·in the battle of Alnwic, he was obliged, for the recovery 
of his liberty, to fwear fealty to the viCl:or for his crown 
itfelf. The deed was performed according to :all the rites 
of the feudal law : The record was preferved in the 
Engliih archives, and is mention~d by all the hifl:orians: 
But as it is the only one of the kind, and as hifl:orians 
{peak of this fuperiority as a great acquifition gained by 
the fortunate arms of Henry II. q there can remain no 
~oubt, that the kingdom of Scotland was, in all former 
periods, entirely free and independant. Its fubje~ion 
continued a very few years: King Richard, defirous, be
fore his departure for the Holy Land, to conciliate the 
friendlhip of William, renounced that homage, which, 
he fays in exprefs terms, had been extorted by his father; 
and he only retained the ufual homage which had been 
done by the Scottilh princes for the lands which they 
held in England. 

BuT though this tranfaCl:ion rendered the independance 
of Scotland frill more unquefl:ionable, than if no fealty 
had ever been fworn to the Englilh crown ; the Scottilh 
kings, apprized of the point aimed at by their powerful 
neighbours, feem for a ]ong time to have retained fome 
jealoufy on ~hat head, and in doing homage, to have 
an~ioufly obviated all fuch pretenfions. When William 
ir~ I 200 did homage to John at Lincoln, he was careful 
to infert a falvo for his royal dignity r: When Alexander 
III. fen~ affiftance to his father-in-Jaw, Henry HI. during 

PP. 66!l.. '1 Neubr, lib, ii. cap. 4• Knyghton, p. 2.391• 
' ., Hovetk:n, p. 81,. 
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the wars of the barons, he previoufly P"ocured an ac- c H A P. 

knowledgment, that this aid was granted only from~ 
friendlhip, not from any right claimed by the Englilh 1:1.9 1• 

monarch ' : And when the fame prince was invited to 
affifi: at the coronation of this very Edward, he declined 
2-ttendance, till he received a like acknowledgment t. 

BuT as all thefe reafons (and fl:ronger could not be 
produced) were but a feeble rampart againfi: the power of 
the fword, Edward, carrying with him a great army, 
which was to enforce his proofs, advanced to the frontiers, 
and invited the Scottifh parliament and all the competi
tors to attend him in the cafile of N orh4m, a place fitu
ated on the fouthern banks of the Tweed, in order to 
determine that caufe, which had been referred to his ar
bitration. But though this deference feemed due to fo 
great a monarch, and was no jnore than what his father 
and the Englilh barons had, in fimilar circumftances~ 

paid to Lewis IX. the king, careful not to give umbrage, 
and determined never to prod~ce his claim, till it iliould 
be too late to think of oppofition, fent the Scottiili ba
rons an acknowledgment, that, though at that time they 
paffed the frontiers, this ftep lhould never be drawn into 
precedent, or afford the Englilh kings a preten~e for ex-
acHng a like fubmiffion in any future tranfacHon u. xoth Mar4 

When the whole Scottifh nation had thus unwarily put 
themfelves in his power, Edward opened the conferences 
at Norham : He informed the parliament, by the mouth 
of Roger le Braban~on, his chief jufl:iciary, that he was 
come thither to determine the right 'among the competi-
tors to their crown ; that he was determined to do fl:riB: 
juftice to all parties ; and that he was intitled to this 
2.uthority, not in virtue of the reference made to him, but 
ig quality of fuperior and liege lord of the kingdom vr. 

• R.ymer, vol. ii. p. 844. t See note (B] at the end of the volume, 

u Rymer, vol. ii. P· 539· 845· Walfing. P· s6. w Rymer, VDI. ii. 
,, S43· s~, note (C] it the end of the VQ!ume. 

He 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

C H A P. He then produced his proofs of this fuperiority, which he XIII. . . 
~pretended to be unq ueihonable, and he req Lured of them 

Uti· an acknowledgment of it; a demand, which was fuper
fluous if the fact were already known and avowed, and 
which plainly betrays Edward's confcioufnefs of his lame 
and defective title. 'rhe Scottifu parliament was afionilhed 
at fo new a pretenfion, and anfwered only by their filence. 
But the king, in order to maintain the appearance of free 
and regular proceedings, defired them to remove into their 
own country, to deliberate upon his claim, to examine 
his proofs, to propofe all their· objections, and to inform 
him of their refolution: And he appointed a plain at Up· 
fettleton, on the northern banks of the Tweed, for that 
purpofe. 

WHEN the Scottifh barons affembled in this place, 
though moved with indignation at the inj ufiice of this 
unexpected claim, and at the fraud with which it had 
been conducted, they found themfelves betrayed into a 
fituation, in which it was impoffible for them to make 
any defence for the ancient liberty and independance of 
their country. The king of England, a martial and po
litic prince, at the head of a powerful army, lay at a very 
fmall difiance, and was only feparated from them by a 
river fordable in many places. Though by a fudden 
flight fome of them might themfelves be able to make 
their efcape; what hopes could they entertain of fecuring 
the kingdom againfi: his future enterprizes ? Without a 
head, without union among themfelves, attached all of 
them to different competitors, whofe title they had ralhly 
fubmitted to the decifion of this foreign ufurper, and who 
were thereby reduced to an abfolute dependance upon 
him ; they could onlr expect by refiftance to entail on 
th.emfelves and their pofl:erity a more grievous and rnon: 
deftructive fervitude. Yet even in this defperate frate Of 
their affairs, the Scottith barons, as we learn from W al-

, fingham, 
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fingham w, one of the beft hiftorians of that period, had C H A P. 

the courage to reply, that, till they had a king, they could~ 
take no refolution on fo momentous a point: The journal 12.91. 

of king Edward fays, that they made no anfwer at all x: 
That is, perhaps, no particular anfwer or objed:ion to 
Edward's claim: And by this folution it is poffible to re
concile the journal with the hifl:orian. The king, there
fore, interpreting their filence as confent, addreffed himfelf 
to the feveral competitors, and previoufly to his pro
nouncing fentence, required their acknowledgment of his 
fuperiority. 

IT is evident from the genealogy of the royal family 
of Scotland, that there could only be two quefl:ions about 
the fucceffion, that between Baliol and Bruce on the one 
hand, and lord Hafiings on the other, concerning the par
tition of the crown ; and that between Baliol and Bruce 
themfelves, concerning the preference of their refpetl:ive 
titles, fuppofing the kingdom indivifible: Yet there ap· 
peared on this occafion no lefs than nine claimants befides; 
John Comyn or Cummin lord of Badenoch, Florence earl 
of Holland, Patric Dunbar earl of March, William de 
Vefcey, Robert de Pynkeni, Nicholas de Soules, Patric 
Galythly, Roger de Mandeville, Robert de Rofs; not to 
mention the king of Norway, who claimed as heir to his 
daughter Margaret r. Some of thefe competitors were 
defcended from more remote branches of the royal family; 
others were even fprung from illegitimate children; and 
as none of them had the leaft pretence of right, it is natu
ral to conjetl:ure, that Edward had fecretly encouraged 
them to appear in the lift of claimants, that he might 
fow the more divifion among the Scottilh nobility, make 

w Page S,:• M. Weft. p. 436. It is faid by Ht:mingfor~, yoJ, i. p. 33• 
that the king menaced violently the Scotch barons, :Jnd forced them to cQn.-
pliance, at leaft to filen,c, :x Rymer, vol • .ii. p. 54!. 
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C H A P. the caufe appear the more intricate, and be able to chute~ 

~among a great numb€r, the moft obfequious candidate. 

u.,r, BuT he found them all equally obfequious on this oc• 
cafion 2.. Robert Bruce was the firft that acknowledged 
Edward's right of fuperiority over Scotland; and he had 
fo far forefeen the king's pretenfions, that even in his pe

tition, where he fet forth his claim to the crown, he had 

previoufly applied to him as liege lord of the kingdom; a 
ftep which was not taken by any of the other competitors a. 
They all, however, with feeming willingnefs, made a 

like acknowledgment when required ; though Baliol, left 
he fhould give offence to the Scottifu nation, had taken 

care to be abfent during the firft days; and he was the 
laft that recognized the king's title h. Edward next de

liberated concerning the method of proceeding in the dif
cuffion of this great controverfy. He gave orders, that 
Baliol, and fuch of the competitors as adhered to him; 
fuould chufe forty commiffioners; Bruce and his adhe
rents forty more: To thefe the king added twenty-four 
Englifumen: He ordered thefe hundred and four com

miffioners to examine the caufe deliberately among them .. 

felves, and make their report to him c: And he pro
mifed in the enfuing year to give his determination. 
Mean while, he pretended, that it was req uifite to have 
all the fortreffes of Scotland delivered into his hands, in 

order to enable him, without oppofition, to put the true 

heir in poffeffion of the crown; and this exorbitant de .. 
mand was complied with, both by the ftates and by the 
claimants d. The governors alfo of all the cafiles imme
diately refigned their command; except Umfreville earl 
of Angus, who refufed, without a formal and particular 
acquittal from the parliament and the feveral claimants, 

z Rym£r, vol. ii. P• 529. 545• Walling. p. si• Heming, vol. i. p. 331 
34• Trivet, P• ~6o. M. Weft. J!,t 415• a Rymer, vol. ii. p. 571., 
57S, 579• . b Ibid. P• 546. c Ibid. F• 5.i5a S ,i6• 
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to furrender his fortreffes to fo domineering an arbiter, C H A P. 

who had given to Scotland fo many ju!l: reafons of fuf-~ 
p!ciOn e. Before this affembly broke up, which had fixed a9x. 

fuch a mark of dilhonour on the nation, all the prelates 

and barons there prcfent fwore fealty to Ed.,.vard ; and 

that prince appointed commiffioners to receive a like oath 

from all the other barons and perfons of difiinction in 

Scotland r. 

THE king, having finally made, as he imagined, this 

jmportant acquifition, left the commiffioners to fit at Ber

wic, and examine the titles of the feveral competitors, 

who claimed the precarious crown, which Edward was 

willing for fome time to allow the lawful heir to enjoy. 

- He went fouthwards, both in order to affifl at the funeral 

of his mother, queen Eleanor, who died about this time, 

and to compofe fome differences which had arifen among 

his principal nobility. Gilbert earl of Glocefier, the 

greatefr baron of the kingdom, had efpoufed the king's 

daughter; and being elated by that alliance, and frill more 

by his own power, which, he thought, fet him above the 

laws, he permitted his bailiff~ and vaffals to commit vio

lence on the lands of Humphrey Bohun earl of Here

ford, who retaliated the injury by like violence. But this 

was not a reign in which fuch illegal proceedings couid 

pafs with impunity. Edward procured a fentence againfr 

the two earls, committed them both to prifon, and would 

not rcfiore them to their liberty, till he exacted a fine of 

1000 marks from Hereford, and one of Io,ooo from his 

fon-in-law. 

DuRING this interval, the titles of J onn Baliol and of 129~• 

Robert Bruce, whofe claims appeareo to be the beft 

founded among the competitors for the crowl'l: of Scot-

c: Rymer, vol. ii, p. 53 I• 

VoL. II. 
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C H A P.JanJ, were the fubjeB: of general difquifition, as well as 
XIII. - d b . Ed d . d '---y---J of e ate among the commdlioners. war , m or er to 
129~- give greater authority to his intended decifion, propofed 

this general queftion both to the commiffioners, and to 
all the celebrated lawyers in Europe; Whether a perfon 
clefcended from the elder fifter, but farther removed by 
one degree, were preferable, .in the fucceffion of kingdoms, 
fiefs, and other indivifible inheritances, to one defcended 
from the younger fifter, but one degree nearer to the com
mon fiock ? This was the true fiate of the cafe ; and the 
principle of reprefentation had now gained fuch ground 
every where, that a uniform anfwer was returned to the 
king in the affirmative. He therefore pronounced fentence 
in favour of Baliol ; and when Bruce, upon this difap
pointment, joined afterwards lord Railings, and claimed 
a third of the kingdom, which he now pretended to be 
divifible, Edward, though his interefis feemed more to 

Award of 
Edward in 
fdvo 11 r of 
Baliof. 

require the partition of Scotland, again pronounced fcn
tence in favour of Balio1. That competitor, upon renew
ing his oath of fealty to England, was put in poffeffion of 
the kingdom g; all his fortreffes were refiored to him h; 
an::l the conduB: of Edward, both in the deliberate folem
nity of the proceedings, and in the jufiice of the award, 
was fo far unexceptionable. 

HAD the king entertained no other view than that of 
efiabliihing his fuperiority over Scotland, though the ini
quity of that claim was apparent, and was aggravated by 
the mofi: egregious breach of truit, he might have fixed 
his pretenfions, and have left that important acquifition 
to his pofterity: But he immediately proceeded in fuch a 
manner, as made it evident, that, not content with this 
ufurpation, he aimed alfo at the abfolute fovereignty and 

g Rymer, vol. ii. p. 590, 59 r. 593• 6oo. 
P• 590. 

h Rymer, vol. ii. 
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dominion of the kingdom. Infiead of gradually enuring C R A P. 

the Scots to the yoke, and exerting his rights of fuperi- ~;.:_, 
ority with moderation, he encouraged all appeals to Eng- 1293' 

land; required king John hitnfelf, by fix different film· 
mons on trivial occafions, to come to London t; refufed 
him the privilege of defending his caufe by a procurator; 

and obliged him to appear at the bar of his parliament as 
a private perfon k. Thefe humiliating demands were 

hitherto quite unknown to a king of Scotland: They are 
however the necdfary confeq uence of vaffalage by the feu .. 
dal law; and as there was no preceding infiance of fuch 

treatment fubmitted to by a prince of that country, Ed-

ward muft, from that circumihnce alone, had there re-
mained any doubt, have been himfelf convinced, that his 

claim was altogether an ufurpation *· But his intention 

plainly was, to enrage Baliol by thefe indignities, to en .. 

gage him in rebellion, and to affume the dominion 

of the ftate as the punilhment of his treafon and fe ... 

lony. Accordingly Baliol, though a prince of a foft and 
gentle fpirit, returned into Scotland highly provoked at 

this ufage, and determined at all hazards to vindicate his 
liberty; and the war, which foon after broke out between 
France and England, gave him a favourable opportunity 

of executing his purpofe. 

THE violence, robberies, and difordcrs, to which that 

age was fo fubjea, were not confined to the licentious 
barons and their retainers at land : The fea was equally 
ihfefted with piracy: The feeble execution of the laws 
had given licence to all orders of men: And a general 

appetite for tapine and revenge, fupportcd by a falfe point 

of honour, had alfo infe8ed the merchants and mariners; 

and it pulhed diem, on any provocation, to feek redrefs; 

by immediate retaliation upon the aggretfors. A Norman 

l Rymer, vol. ii. p. 603. 605, 6e6. 6oS. 61 5• 6r6. k Ryley t 
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c 4 A P. and an Engli{h veffeL met off the coaft near Bayonne; and 
XIII. .._ • . h r. b . 
~both of them having occahon for water, t ey 1ent t eu 

l!9J· boats to land, and the fevcral crews came at the fame 
War w1th 
France. time to the fame fpring : There cnfued a quarrel for the 

preference: A 1'-J or man, drawing his dagger, attempted to 
ftab an Engliihman ; who, grappling with him, threw 
his adverfary on the ground; and the Norman, as was 
pretended, falling on. his own dagger, was flain 1• This 
fcuffie between two feamen about water, foon kindled a 
bloody war between the two nations, and involved a 
great part of Europe in the quarrel. The mariners of 
the Norman fhip carried their complaints to the French 
king: Philip, without enquiring into the fact, withou~ 
demanding redrefs, bade them take revenge, and trouble 
him no more about the matter m. The Normans, who 
had been more regular than ufual in applying to the crown, 
needed but this hint to proceed to immediate violence. 
They feized an Engliili fhip in the channel; and hang
ing, along with fome dogs, feve.ral of the crew on. the 
yard-arm, in prefence of their comp1nions, difmiffed the 
veffel n ; and bade the mariners inform their countrymen, 
that vengeance was now taken· for the blood of the Nor
man killed at Bayonne. This injury, accompanied with 
{o general and deliberate an infult, was refented by the 
mariners of the cinq ue ports, who, without carrying any 
complaint to the king, or waiting for redrefs, retaliated 
by committing like ba1 barities on all French veffels with
out difl:inction. The French, provoked by their loffes, 
preyed on the iliips of all Edward's_ fubjects, whether 
Engliili or Gafcon : Th~ fea became a fcene of piracy 
between the nations: The fovereigns, without either fe
conding or repreffing the violence of their fubjeCl:s, feerned 
to remain indifferent fpectators : The Englilh made pri-

1 Wo:lling. p. sS. Herning. vol. i. p. 39· .111 Walfi.ng. P• 58. 
:~> Hc:min~. vol. i, P• 40, M, Weft, p. •P9• 

vate 
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vate affociations with the Irifh and Dutch feamen; the C H A P. 
. XIIT. 

French with the Flemdh and Genoefe o : And the ani~~ 
mofities of the people on both fides became every day 12 93· 

more violent and ·barbarous. A fleet of two hundred 
Norman velfe]s fet fail to the fouth for ·wine and other 
commodities; and in their pa/J.age, feized all the Engliili 
:lhips which they met with ; hanged the feamen, and 
feized the goods. The inhabitants of the Englilh ' 
fea-ports, informed of this incident, fitted out a Rect 
of fixty fail, fironger and better manned than the others, 
and awaited the enemy on their return. After an ob .. 
fiinate battle, they put them to rout, and funk, defrroyed, 
or took the greater part of them P, No quarter was 
given; and it is pretended, that the lofs of the French 
amounted to I5,ooo men : "\-Vhich is accounted for by 
this circumftance, that the Norman fleet was employed 
in tranfportihg a confiderab1e body of foldiers from the 
fouth. 

THE affair was now becon1e too important to be any 
longer overlooked by the fovereigns. On Philip's ienaing 
an envoy to demand reparation and re:!l:itution, the king 
difpatched the bilhop of London to the French court, in 
order to accommodate the quarrel. He firft faid, that the 
Engli:lh courts of j uftice were open to ~11 men; and if 
any Frenchman were injured, he might feel{ reparation 
by courfc of law q• He next offered to adj' fl: the matter 
by private arbiters, or by a perfonal interview with the 
king of France, or by a reference either to the pope or the 
college of cardinals, or any particular cardinals, agreed 
on by both parties r. The French, probably the more 
difgufted, as they were hitherto lofers in the quarrcl, re
fufed all thefe expedients : The veffels and the goods of 
merchants were contif(!ated on both fid s: Depredations 
were continued oy the Gafcons on the wefiern coafr of 

o Heming. 'YOl. i. p. 40. 
Chron. Dunft. vol. ii. P• 609. 

s 3 

P W alfing. P• 6o, 
41 Trivtt, p. 275• 

Trivet, p. 1.;4. 
r Ibid. 

France, 
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C H A P. France, as well as by the Engli£h in the channel : Philip 
XIII. 

'--v--' cited the king, as duke of Guienne, to appear in his 
U~3· court at Paris, and anfwer for thefe offences: And Ed

ward, apprchenfive of danger to that province, fent John 
St. John, an experienced foldier, to Bourdeaux, and 
gave him direCtions to p4t Guienne in a pofiure of 
defences. 

Jl'94• THAT he might however prevent a final rupture be-
tween the nations, the king difpatched his brother, Ed
mond, earl of Lancafier, to Paris; and as this prince had 
efpoufcd the queen of Navarre, mother to Jane, queen of 
France, he feemed, on account of that alliance, the mofr 
proper perfon for finding expedients to accommodate the 
difference. J a ne pretended to interpofe with her good 
offices: 1\t!ary, the queen-dowager, feigned the fame 
amicable difpofition : And thefe two princeffes told Ed
rnond, that the circumfrance, the mofi difficult to adjufr, 
was the point of honour with Philip, who thought him
felf affronted by the injuries committed againfl: him by 
his fub-vaffals in Guienne: But if Edward would once 
con(ent to give him feizin and poffeffion of that province, 
he would think his honour fully repaired, would engage 
to reftore Guienne immediately, and would accept of a 
very eafy fatisfaetion for all the other injuries. The king 
was confulted on the occafion; and as he then found 
himfelf in immediate danger of war with the Scots, which 
he regarded as the more important concern, this politic 
prince, hlinded by his favourite paffion for fubduing that 
nation, allowed himfelf to be deceived by fo grofs an ar
tificer. He fent his brother orders to fign and execute 
the treaty with the two queens; Philip folemnly promifed 
to execute his part of it; and the king's citation to ap
pe?r in th~ court of France, was 41-ccordingly recalled : 

~ Trivet, p. 2.76, t Rymer, vol. ii. p. 6.rg~ ~~Q! Wa}tins. P• 61. 
ijerning. vol. i: p. ·P~ 43• Trivet, p. "77' 
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• But the French monarch was no fooner put in polfeffion C H A P. 

of Guienne, than the citation was renewed; Edward was~ 
condemned for non-appearance; and Guienne, by a for- 1194• 

mal fentence, was declared to be forfeited and annexed to 
the crown a. 

Enw ARD, fallen into a like fna'te with that which he 
himfelf h:1d fpread for the Scots, was enr:1gc'd; and the 
more (o, as he was juflly alhamed of his own conduCt:, in 
being io egregioufly over-reached by the court of France. 
Senfible of the extreme difficulties, which he 1hould en
counter in the recovery of Gafcony, where he had not 
retained a fingle place in hii hands ; he endeavoured 
to compenfate that lofs, by forming alliances with 
feveral princes, who, he projeCted, lhould attack France 
on a11 quarters, and make a diverfion of her forces. 
Adolphus de Naffau, king of the Romans, entered into a 
treaty with him for that purpofe w ; as did alfo Amadreus, 
count of Savoy, the archbilhop of Cologne, the counts 
of Gueldre and Lu.xembourg; th~ duke of Brabant and 
count of Barre, who had married his two daughters, 
Margaret and Eleanor: But thefe alliances were extremely 
burdenfome to his narrow revenues, and proved in the 
ifiue entirely ineffeCtual. J\1ore imprcffion was made on 
Guienne by an Englilh army, which he completed by 
emptying the jails of many thoufand thieves and robbers, 
who had been confined there for their crimes. So low 
had the profeffion of arms fallen, and fo much had it de
generated from the eftimation in which it ftood during 
the vigour of the feudal fyftem ! 

THP! king himfdf was detained in England, firQ by ugs. 
contrary winds 2 , then by his apprehenfions of a Scottilh 
invafion, and by a rebellion of the Wellh, whom he re-

• R.ymer, vol. ii. p. 6so, 6u. Wal&ng. p. 61. Trivet, p. 2.78. 
lV 1-Jcming. vol, i, p. 51, x Clvo11. DIUlft. vol. ii. p. 6n. 
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C rr• A P. preffed and brought again under fubjeCl:ion r. The army, X.lf. 
'--v---l which he fent to Guienne, was commanded by his ne-

U95• phcw, John de Bretagne, earl of Richmond, and under 
him by St. John, Tibetot, de V ere, and other officers of 
reputation z ; who made themfelves mafiers of the town 
of Bayonne, as well as of Bourg, Blaye, Reole, St. Se
vere, and other places, which firaitened Bourdeaux, and 
cut off its communication both by fea and land. The 
favour, which the Gafcon nobility bore to the Englilh 
government, facilitated thefe conquefis, and feemed to 
promife frill greater fuccefTes; but this advantage was 
foon loft by the mifconduB: of fome of the officers. Phi .. 
lip's brother, Charles de Valois, who commanded the 
French armies, h~aving laid fiege to Podenfac, a fmall 
fortrcfs near Reolc, obliged Giffard, the governor, to 
.capitubte; and the articles, though favourable to the 
Engli{h, left <:tll the Gafcons prifoners at difcretion, of 
whom about fifty were hanged by Charles as rebels : A 
policy, by which he both intimidated that people, and 
produced ~n i rrcpJrable breach between them and the 
Englifh a. 1,hat prince immediately attacked Reole, 
where the earl of Richmond himfelf commanded ; and a~ 
the place feemed not tenable, the Englilh general drew 
his troops to the water-fide, with an intention of embark
ing with the greater part of the army. The enraged 
Gafcons fell upon his rear, and at the fame time opened 
their gates to the French, who, befides making themfelves 
mafl:ers of the place, took many prifoners of difiinB:ion! 
St. Severe was more vigoroufly defended by Hugh de V ere, 
[on of the earl of Oxford; but was at laft obliged to ca
pitulate. The French king, not content with thefe fuc
ceifes in Gafcony, threatened England with an invafion i 

Y Walling. p. 6z. 

Dunll. vol. ii, p. hz: 
vol. i, P: 49• 

Heming, vol. i. p. 55· Trivet, p. 2.82. Chron. 
z Trh·et, p~ 2.79• a Heming~ 
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and by a fudden attempt, his troops took and burnt Do- C ~ A P. 

verb, but were obliged foon after to retire. _ And in order~ 
to make a greater divedion of the Engliili force, and en- ll95• 

gage Edward in dangerous and important wars, he formed 

a fecret alliance with John Baliol, king of Scotland; 

the commencement of that firiB: union, which, during 

fo many centuries, was maintained, by mutual interefis 

and neceffities, between the French and Scottilh na-

tions. John confirmed this alliance by fl:ipulating a 

marriage between his eldefr fon and the daughter of Charles 

de Valois c. 

THE expences attending thefe multiplied wars of Ed- Digreflion 

d d h. . .c • • d I · concerning 
war , an IS preparatiOns .10r war, JOme to a terat1ons the conltitu~ 

¥hich had infenfibly taken place in the general fl:ate oft!on of par .. 
. . l1amcnt. 

affairs) obliged h1m to liave frequent recourfe to parlla-

mentary fupplies, introduc~d the lower ord~rs of the fiate 

into the public councils, and laid the foundations of great 

and important changes in the government. 

THOUGH nothing could be worfe calculated for culti

vating the arts of peace or maintaining peace itfelf, than 

the long fubordination of vaffalage from the king to the 

meaneft gentleman, and the confequent flavery of the 

lower people, evils infeparable from the feudal fyftem; 

that fyftem was never able to fix the ftate in a proper war

like pofture, or give it the full exertion of its power for 

defence, and frill lefs for offence, againfl: a public enemy. 

The military tenants, unacquainted with obedience, un

experienced in war, held a rank in the troops by their 

birth, not by their merits or fervices; compofed a difor

derly and confequently a feeble army; and during the 

few days, which they were obliged by their tenures to re

main in the field, were often more formidable to their 

own prince than to foreign powers, againft whom they 

were affemblcd. The fovereigns came gradually to difufe 

b Tr!vet, p. 2.84. Chron. Dunfi. vol. ii. p. 64z. c Rymcr, 

yol, ii. P• 68o1 681. 695· 697• Heming. vol. i. p. 76• Trivet, p. 2.85. 

thii 
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C H A P. this cumberfome and dangerous machine, fo apt to recoil 
~upon the hand which held it; and exchanging the mili~ 

l295· tary fervice for pecuniary fupplies, inlifted forces by 
means of a contraB: with particular officers, ( fuch as thofe 
the Italians denominate Condottieri) whom they difmiffed 
at the end of the war d. The barons and knights them
felves often entered into thefe engagements with the prince; 
and were enabled to fill their bands, both by the autho
rity which they poffeffed over their vaffals and tenants, 
and from the great nu m hers of loofe, diforderl y people, 
whom they found on their efrates, and who willingly em· 
braced an opportunity of gratifying their appetite for war 
and rapine. 

MEAN-WH1LE, the old Gothic fabric, being neglected, 
went gradually to decay. Though the Conqueror had 
divided all the lands of England into fixty thoufand 
knights' fees, the number of thefe was infenfibly dimi
nilhed by various artifices; and the king at laft found, 
that, by putting the law in execution, he could affemble 
a fmall part only of the ancient force of the kingdom. It 
was a ufual expedient for men, who held of the king or 
great barons by military tenure, to transfer their land to 
the church, and receive it back by another tenure called 
frankalmoigne, by which they were not bound to perform 
any fcrvice e. A law was made againft this practice; 
but the abufe had probably gone far before it was attended 
to, and probably was not entirely correCted by the new 
fiatute, which, like mofr laws of that age, we may con
jecture to have been but feebly executed by the magiftrate 
againfr the perpetual interefr of fo many individuals. 
'rhe conftab1e and marefchal, when they muftered the 
armies~ often, in a hurry, and for want of better infor
mation, received the fervice of a baron for fewer knights' 
f(!es, than were due by him; and one precedent of this 

d Cotton's Abr. P• n, e Afadox.'s Baronia Anglica, P• JI4• . · kin~ 
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kind was held good againfi: the king, :1nd became ever C H A P. 

after a reafon for diminilhing the fervice r. The rolls of~ 
knights' fees were inaccurately kept; no care was taken 1295• 

to correCl: them before the armies were fummoned into the 

field g; it was then too late to think of examining records 

and charters ; and the fervice was accepted on the footing 

which the vaffal himfelf was pleafed to acknowledge, after 

all the various fubdivifions and conjunCl:ions of property 

had thrown an obfcurity on the nature and extent of his 

tenure h. It is eafy to judge of the intricacies which 

would attend difputes of this kind with individuals; when 

even the number of military fees, belonging to the church, 

whofe property was fixed and unalienable, became the 

fubjcCl: of controverfy; and we find in particular, that, 

when the bi!hop of Durham was charged with feventy 

knights' fees for the aid levied on occafion of the marriage 

of Henry H.'s daughter to the duke of Saxony, the prelate 

acknowledged ten, and difowned the other fixty i. It is not 

known in what manner this difference was terminated; 

but had the queftion been concerning an armament to de-

fend the kingdom, the bilhop's fervice would probably 

have been received without oppofition for ten fees; and 

this rate mufi alfo have fixed all his future payments. 

Pecuniary fcutages, therefore, dimini!hed as much as mi-

litary Cervices k: Other mtthods of filling the exchequer 

as well as the armies muft be devifed : New fituations 

f Mad6x's Baronia Anglica, p. I r S• 

g We hear only of one king, Henry 11. who took this pains; and the re

cord, callfd Liber niger Scaccarii, was the rcfult of it. 

h Madox, Bar. Ang. p. 1 I 6. i Ibid, p. uz. Hill: . of Exch. 

·P· 404. • , 
k In order to pay the fum of Joo,oco marks, as king Richard's ranfom, 

twenty lhillings were impofed on each knight's fe ~ . Had the fees remaimd 

on the original footing, as fettle-! by the Conqueror, this fcutage would have 

;~mounted to 9o,ooo marks, which wa& nearly the fum required: But we fin I, 

that other grievous taxes were irnpofed to complete it : A certain proof, that 

p1any frauds and abufcs had prevailed in th: roll of kni~htt f:es. 

produced 
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c H A P. produced new laws and infiitutions : Anti the great 
XJII. ] . . l fi d ·1· f h '----v----' a terat10ns m t 1e nanccs an mt ttary power o t e 
U95• crown, as well as m private property, wer~ the fource 

of equal innovations in every part of the lcgiflature or 
civil government. 

THE exorbitant efl:ates, conferred by the Norman on 
his barons and chieftains, remained not long entire and 
unimpaired. The lande.d property was gradually fhared 
out into more hands; and thofe immenfe baronies were 
divided, either by provifions to younger children, .by par
titions a:nong co-heirs, by fale, or by efchcating to the 
king, who gratified a great number of his courtiers, by 
dealing them out among them in fmaller portions. Such 
moderate efi:ates, as they required reconomy, and confined 
the proprietors to live at home, were better caku1-ated for 
duration; and the order of knights and fmall barons grew 
daily more numerous, and began to form a very refpetl:
able rank or order in the :fl:ate. As they were all im
mediate vaffals of the crown by military tenure, they 
were, by the principles of the feudal law, equally in
titled with the greatefl: barons to a feat in the national or 
general councils ; and this right, though regarded as a 
privilege, which the owners would not c1 tircly relinquifh, 
was alfo confidered as a burthen, which they defired to be 
fubjeCled to on extraordinary occafions only. Hence it 
was provided in the charter of king John, th(l.t, while the 
great barons w..:re fummoned to the national council by a 
particular writ, the fmail barons, under which appella
tion the knights were alfo comprehended, lhould only be 
called by a general fumrnons of the lheriff. The diftinc
tion between great and fmall barons, like that between 
rich and poor, was not exaCtly defined; but, agreeably 
to the inaccurate genius of th~t age and to the fimp1icity 
of ancient government, was left very much to be deter
mined by the diicretion of the king <L'1d his minifiers. It 

was 
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was ufual for the prince to require, by a particular fum- c H A P. 

d f 1: • l. cl XIII. mons, the atten ance o a 1aron m one par 1ament, an ~ 
to negleB: him in future parliaments 1 ; nor was this un- 1195. 

certainty ever complained of as an injury. He attended 

when required: He was better pleafed on other occafions 
to be exempted from the burthen: And as he was ac

knowledged to be of the f2.me order with the greate!l: ba-

rons, it gave them no furprize to fee him take his reat in 
the great council, whether he appeared of his own accord, 
or by a particular fummons from the king. The barons 
by Writ, therefore, began gradually to intermix them-
felves with the barons by Tcn 1tre; and, as Camden 
tells us m, from an ancie;1t manufcript, now loft, that, 
after the battle of Eve01am, a pofitive law was enatl:ed, 
prohibiting every baron from appearing in parli2.ment, 
who was not invited thither by a particular fummons, 
the whole baronage of England held thencefoflsard their 
feat by; writ, and this important P,rivilege of their tenures 
was in e.ffeB: aboliihcd. Only, where writs had been 
regularly rcontinued for fame time in one great family, 
the omiffum of them would have been regarded as an 
affront, and even as an injury. 

A LIKE alteration gradually took place in the order of 
earls, who were the higheft rank of barons. The dignity 
of ~n earl, like that of a baron, was ancier.tly territo
rial and official n : He cxercifcd jurifdiB:ion within his 

county: ffe levied the third of the fines to his own pro
fit: He was at once a civil ard a military magiftrate : 
And though his authority, from the time of the Norman 
conquefr, was hereditary in England, the title was fo 
much conneCted with the office, that, where the king 

intended to create a new earl, he had no other expedient 
than to ereB: a certain territory into a county or earldom, 

1 Chancellcr Welt's enquiry into the manner of creat1n peers, p. 43• 46, 
47· SS• m In Britaun, p, ua, a Spc:Um, G!dl: in voce 
~"'eh 

and 
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c H A P. and to bellow it upon the perfon and his family 0
• But 

xur. . . 
'--v---' as the .lhenffs, who were the vtce-gerents of the earls, 

ugs. were named by the king, and removeable at pleafure, he 
found them more dependant upon him; and endeavoured 
to throw the whole authority and j urifdiB:ion of the office 
into their hands. This magiilrate was at the head of the 
finances, and levied all the king's rents within the county: 
He dfeffed at pleafure the talliages of the inhabitants in 
royal demefne: He had ufually committed to him the 
management of wards and often of efcheats : He prefided 
in the lower courts of judicature: And thus, though in
ferior to the earl in dignity, he was foon confidered, by this 
union of the judicial and fifcal powers, and by tl::e confi
dence repofed in him by the king, as much fuperior to 
him in authority, and undermined his influence within 
his own jurifdiB:ion P. It became ufual, in creating an 
earl, to give him a fixed falary, commonly about twenty 
pounds a year, in lieu of his third of the fines: The di
minut:on of his power kept pace with the retrenchment 
of his profit: And the dignity of earl, infiead of being 
territorial and official, dwindled into perfonal and titular. 
Such were the mighty alterations, which already had fully 
taken place, or were gradually advancing, in the houfe of 
peers; that is, in the parliament: For there feems an
cient! y to have been no other houfe. 

BuT though the introduCtion of barons by writ, and 
of titular earls, had given fome encreafe to royal autho
rity; there were other caufes, which counterbalanced 
thofe innovations, and tended in a higher degree to di
minilh the power of the fovereign. The difufe, into 
which the feudal militia had in a great mcafure fallen, 

o Etfays on Britifh antiquities. This practice, however, feems to have 
been more familiar in Scotland and the kingdoms on the continent; than rtt 
England. 

P There are inftances of princes of the blood who accepted of the office of 
~erift~ Spellman in voce Vimawus, 

made 
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made the barons almoft entirely forget their dependence c H A P. 

h B h d. . . f h b XIII. on t e crown : y t e tmmutwn o t e num er of "-y---J 
knights fees, the king had no reafonable compenfation U95• 
when he levied fcutages and exchanged their fervicc for 
money: The alienations of the crown lands had reduced 
him to poverty : And above all, the conceffion of the 
Great Charter had fet bounds to royal power, and had 
rendered it more difficult and dangerous for the prince to 
exert any extraordinary aB: of arbitrary authority. In 
this fituation it was natural for the king to court the 
friendfhip of the leff'er barons <1nd knights, whofc influ-
ence was no ways dangerous to him, and who, bci Jg ex-
pofed to oppreffion from their powerful neighbours, 
fought a legal proteCtion under the ihad )W of the throne. 
He defired, therefore, to have their prefence in parli -
ment, where they ferved to controul the t rbulent rcfo-
lutions of the great. To exaCt a regular attendance of 
the whole body would have produced confufion, and 
would have impofed too heavy a burden UfOn them. To 
fummon only a few by writ, though it was f>raCtifed and 
had a good eft"eCt, fervcd not entirely the king's purpofe; 
becaufe thefe members had no farther authority than at-
tended their perfonal charaB:er, and were eclipfcd by the 
appearance of the more powerful nobility. He therefore 
difpenfed with the attendance of mofl: ?f the ldfer barons 
in parliament; and in return for this indulgenc~ (for 
fuch it was then efl:eemed) required them to chufe in each 
county a certain number of their own body, whofe 
charges they bore, and who, having gained the confi .. 
dence, carried with them, of courfe, the authority, of 
the whole order. This expedient had been praB:ifed at 
different times, in the reign of Henry III. q and regularly, 
during that of the prefent king. The numbers fent up 

q Rot. Cla<Jf. 3i. Hen. III. m. 7· anJ u d.: As alfo Rot. Clauf. •P·• 
Hen.lli. m. 1. • Prynnc.:'& Pref. ~o Cotton's Abridsment. 

by 
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c ~l~. P. by each county varied at the will of the prince r: They 
'----~took their feat among the other peers ; becaufe by their 

l295· tenure they belonged to that orders : The introducing 
of them into that houfe fcarcely appeared an innovation: 
And though it was eaftly in the king's power, by varying 
thei r number, to command the refolutions of the whole 
parliament, this circumil:ance was little attended to, in 
an age when force was more prevalent than laws, and 
when a refolution, though taKen by the majority of a legal 
affcmbly, could not be executed, if it oppofed the will of 
the more powerful minority. 

BuT there were other important confequences, which 
followed the diminution and confequent difufe of the an
cient feudal militia. The king's ex pence, in levying and 
maintaining a military force for every enterprize, was 
cncreafed beyond what his narrow revenues were able to 
bear: As the fcutages of his military tenants, which were 
accepted in lieu of their perfonal fervice, had fallen to 
nothing; there were no means of fupply but from volun
t:Jry aid·s granted him by tne parliament and clergy: Or 
f.:-om the talliag which he might levy upon the towns 
and inhabitants in royal demefne. In the preceding year, 
Edward had been obliged to exaB: no lefs than the fixth of 
all movt:ables from the laity, and a moiety of all ecclefi
afiical be11efices t for his expedition into Poitl:ou, and the 
fuppreffion of the vVelfh: ~nd this diil:refsful fituation, 
wh1ch was likely often to return upon him and his fuccef
fors, mlde him think of a new device, and fummon the 
reprefcntatives of all the bcroughs to parliament. This 
period, which is the twenty-third of his reign, feems to 
be the real and true epoch of the houfe of commons ; 
2nd the faint dawn of popular government in England. 

r Brady's anfwer to Petyt, from the records, p. I 5 I, s Brady'a 
Treatife of Boroughs, A pp. No, 13. t Ibid. p. 31, from the records. 
He~ning. vol. i. P• 5:. M. Weft, p. 42a, RyleyJ P• 462. 
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For the reprefentatives of the counties were only depu- c H A P. 

ties from the fmaller barons and leffer nobility: And the~~ 
former precedent of reprefentatives from the boroughs, ll9S• 

who were fummoned by the earl of Leicefl:cr, was re-

garded as the act of a violent ufurpation, had been dif

Continued in all the fu bfeq uent parliaments, and if fuch 

a meafure had not become neceffary on other accounts, 

that precedent was more likely to blafl: than give credit 

to it. 
DuRING the courfe of feveral years, the kings of 

England, in imitation of other European princes, had 

embraced the falutary policy of encouraging and protect

ing the lower and more indufl:rious orders of the frate; 

whom they found well difpofed to obey the laws and ci

vil magifirate, and whofe ingenuity and labour furniihed 

commodities, requifite for the ornament of peace and fup ... 

port of war. Though the inhabitants of the country were 

ftillleft at the difpofal of their imperious lords; many at

tempts were made to give more fecurity and liberty to 

citizens, and make them enjoy unmolefred the fruits of 

their indufl:ry. Boroughs were erected by royal patent 

within the demefne lands : Liberty of trade was confer~ 

ted upon them: The inhabitants were allowed to farm at 

a fixed rent their own tolls and cufroms u: They were 

permitted to eletl: their own magifl:rates : J ufiice was 

~droinifrered to them by thefe magifl:ratcs, without obliging 

them to attend the ilieriff or county court: And fame 

jha.dow of independence, by means of thefc equitable 

privile_ges, was gradually acquired by the people w. Th~ 

king, however, retained frill the power of levying talli

ages or taxes upon them at pleafure x; and though their 

u Madox, Firma Burgi, p. 7.1. w Brady of Boroughs, App. No, I, 2, !• 
.x The king had not only the power of talliating the inh&~bitants within 

his own demefnes, but that of granting to p,articular barons the power of 

talliating the inhabitants within theirs. ,See Br~dy'• anfwer to Petyt, p. t 1~. 

lvfadox's Hift. ofthe Exchequcr1 p. 518. 

T povert 
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C H A P, poverty and the cuR:oms of the age made thefe demands 

XI :I. 
'---v--' neither frequent nor exorbitant, fuch unlimited authority 

J2i95. in the fovereign was a fenfible check upon commerce, and 
was uttcrl y incompatible with all the principles of a free 
government. But when the multiplied neceffities of the 
crown produced a greater avidity for fupply, the king, 
'Whofe prerogative entitled him to exaCl: it, found that he 
had not power fufficient to enforce his ediCl:s, and that it 
was neceffary, be fore he impofed taxes, to fmooth the way 
for his demand, and to obtain the previous confent of 
the boroughs, by felicitations, remonfirances, and au
thority. The inconvenience of tranfaeting this bufinefs 
with every particular borough was foon felt; and Edward 
became fenfible, that the moft expeditious way of obtain
ing fupply, was to affemble the deputies of all the bo
roughs, to lay before them the neceffities of the fi:ate, to dif
cufs the matter in their prefence, and to require their con· 
fent to the demands of their fovereign. For this reafon, 
he iffued writs to the fueriffs, enjoining them to fend to 
parliament, along with two knights of the fhire, two 
deputies from each borough within their county r, and 
thefe provided with fufficient powers from their commu
nity, to confent, in their name, to what he and his 
council lhould require of them. As it is a mojl equitablt 
rule, fays he, in his preamble to this writ, that 7-Uhat .con
cerns all jhrJUld be approved of by all; and common dangers 
be repelled by united efforts z ; a noble principle, which 
may fcem to indicate a liberal mind in the king, and 

Y Writs were ilfued to about uo cities- and boroughs. 
s Bradyof boroughs, p. 7.5• 33· from the records, The writ• of the 

parliament immediately preceding, remain; and the t·eturn of knights is 
there required, but nut a word of the boroughs: A demonftration, that this 
was the very yen in which they commenced. In the year immediately pre· 
ceding, the taxes were levied by a feeming free confent of each particular ho· 
rough, beginning with London. Id, p. 31, J7., 33• from. the recorda.. Alfo 
his anfwerto Petyt, p. 40, 41• 

y.:hich 
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· EDWARD I. 

vihich laid the foundation of a free and an equitable go- C R A P. 
XIII. 

vernment. '---v---J 

AFTER the election of thefe deputies, by the aldermen 12 95• 

and common council, they gave fureti~s for their attend-

ance before the king and parliament: Their charges were 

refpeetively borne by the borough, which fent them: 

And they ha_d fo little idea of appeating as legiflators, a 

character extreme] y wide of their low rank and condi

tion a, that no ititelligence could be mor~ difagreeable 

tQ any borough, than to find that they mufr eleCt, or to 

any individual than that he was elected, to a trufl: from 

whioh no profit or honour could poffibly be derived b. 

They compofed not, properly fpeaking, any effential · 

part of the parliament : They fat apart both from the 

barons and knights ~, whd difdained to mix with fuch 

mean perfonag;es : After they had given their confent to 

the taxes required of them, their bufinefs being then 

finilhed, they feparated, even though the parliament frill 

tontinued to fit, and ·to canvafs the national bufinefs d : 

And as they all confifted of men, who were real burgeffes 

of the place from which they were fent, the fueriff, 

when he found no perfon of abilities or wealth fufficient 

for the office, often ufed the freedom of omitting par

ticular boroughs in his returns ; and as he received 

the thanks of the people fpr this indulgence, he gave no 

difpleafure to the court, who levied on all the boroughs, 

without diftinetion, the tax agreed to by the majority of 

deputies e. 

a Reliquia Spellrn. p. 64. Prynne' s pref. to Cotton' a Abridg. and the 

Abrldg. paffim. 1t Brady of Boroughs, P• 59• 6o. c Ibid. 

p. 37, 38. from the records, and append. P• 19• Alfo his appe~. to his 

anfw. to Petyt, Record. And his gloff. in Verb. Communita1 Regn. p. 33• 

d Ryley's Placit, Parl. p. ~41, ~42, &c. Cotton's Abridg, p. 14. 

e Brady of Boroughs, p. s:z.. frottl the records. Thete is ~ven an inttanct 

in the reign ofEdward 111. when the king named all the deputies. Id. anfw, 

to Petyt, p. 161. Jf he fairly named the moft confiderable and creditablo 

bu,effes, little ex:ception would be taken ; as their bufincfa wu not to check 

T z the 



H I S T 0 R Y' 0 F E N G L A N D. 

e ~I~. P. THE union, however, of the reprefentatives from tlle 
'---v----.1 boroughs gave gradually more weight to the whole order; 

1~95· and it became cufiomary for them, in return for the Cup
plies which they granted, to prefer petitions to the crown 
for the redrefs of a11y particular grievance, of which they 
founU reafon to complain. The more the king's de
mands multiplied, the fafter thefe petition ~ encreafed both 
in number and authority; and the prince found it diffi-· 
cult to· refufc men, w:hofe grants had fupported his 
throne, and to whofe affifl:ance he might fo foon be· 
again obliged to have rccourfe. The commons however 
were ftill much below the rank of legiflators r. Their 
petitions, though they received a verbal a.ffcnt from the 
throne, were only the rud-iments of Jaws: The judges 
were afterwards entrufl:ed with the power of putting 
them into form: And the king, by adding to them th~ 
fanetion of his authority, and that fometimes without 
the a£rent of the nobles, beftowed validity upon them. 
The age did not refine fo much as to perceive the danger 
of thefe irregularities. No man was difpleafed, that the 
fuvereign, at the delir.e of any clafs of men, fhould iffue 
an order, which appeared only to concern that clafs; 
and his predeceffors were fo near poffeffing the whole 
legiflative power, that he gave no difguft by affuming it 
in this feerningly inoffenfive manner. But time and 
:farther experience gradually opened men's eyes and cor
reeled thcfe abufes. It was~ found, that no laws could 
be fixed for one order of men without affecting the 
whole; and that the force and efficacy of laws depended 
entirely on the terms -employed in wording them. The 
houfe of peers, therefore, the moft powerful order in 
the ftate, with reafon expected, that their affent iliould be 

the ki~g, but t<> reafon with him, and confent to his demands, It was not 
till the reign of Richard II. that the fherifFs were_ deprived of the power of 
emitting boroughs at pleafure. See Stat. at large, sth Richard lJ, cap. 4• 

f See note [E] at the end of the volume. 

exprefilt· 
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exprefsly granted to a11 public -ordinances g: And in theC H A P. 

-reign of Henry V. the commons required, that no laws~ 
fhould be framed mere! y upon their petitions, unlefs the I 29ft 

1htute::; were worded by themfelves, ~nd had pafied their 

houfe in the form of a bill h. 

Bu:r as the fame caufes, which h:ad produced a parti

tion of property, continued frill to operate; the number 

of knights and lefier barons, or what the Engli.fh call the 

,gentry, perpetually encreafed, and they funk into a rank 

frill more inferior to the great nobility. The equality of 

tenure wa5 loft in the great inferiority of power and pro· 

perty; and the houfe of reprefentati\'es from the counties 

was gradually feparated from that of the peers, and formed 

a diftintl: order in the fiate i. The growth of commerce, 

·meanwhile., augmented the private wealth and confidera

tion of the burgefies .i the frequent demands of the 

crown encreafed their public importance; and as they re

fern bled the knights of fhires in one material circum~ 

fiance, that of reprefenting particular bodies of men; it 

no longer appeared un[i itable to tmite them together in 

the fame houfe, and to c0nfound their rights and privi· 

leges k. Thus the third eftate, that of the commons, 

reached at Iaft its prefent form; and as the country 

gentlemen made thenceforwards no fcruple of appearing· 

as deputies from tke boroughs., the diftinction between 

the members was entirely loft; and the lower houfe acquired 

thence a great acccffion of weight and importance in the 

kingdom. Sti11, however, the office of this efl:ate was 

g In tlaofe infi:ances found in Cotton's ~briJgement, where the king ap

pears to anfwer of himfelf the petitions of the commons, he probably exerted 

no more than that power, which was long inherent in the crown, of regu .. 

lating matters by royal edi8:s or procl~mati-ons. But no durable or general 

ftatnte feems ever to have been made by the king from the petition of the 

~ommons alone, without the affent of the p.eers. It is more likely that the 

peers alone, without the commons, would cnafi ftatutes. 

h Bndy's anfw. to Petyt, p. 85. from the records. i Cotton'& 

•\1r~£ement, p. 13. k See note (F] at the e.W of~ volume. 
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t ~II~ P. very different from that which it has fince exercifed wi h 
~ fo much advantage to the public. Infiead of checking and 

H-95• controuling the authority of the king, they were naturally 
~nduced to adhere to him, as the great fountain of law 
and jufiice, and to fupport him againfi the power of 
the arifiocracy, which at once was the fource of oppref
fion to themfelves, and difiurbed him in the execution of 
the laws. The king, in his turn, gave countenance to 
an order of men, fo ufeful and fo littl~ dangerous: The 
peers alfo were obliged to pay them fome confideration : 
And by this means, the third efiate, formerly fo abjeCt i11 
England, as well as in all other European nations, rofe by 
flow degrees to their prefent importance; and in their 
progrefs made arts and commerce~ the neceffary 4tte~d
;mts of liberty and equality, flouriili in the kingdom 1• 

WHAT fufficiently proves, that the commencement of 
the houfe of burgeffes, who are the true commons, was 
not an afFair of chance, but arofe from the neceffities of 
the prefent fituation, is, that Edward, at the very fame 
time, fummoned deputies from the inferior clergy, the 
firfi that ever met in England 11}' and he required them to 
jmpofe taxe~ on their confiituents for the public fervice. 
Formerly the ecclefiafiical benefices bore no part of tho 
burthens of the fl:ate : The pope indeed of late had ofte~ 
levied impofitions upon them: He had fometimes granted 
this power to the fovereign n : The king himfelf had in the 
preceding year exaCled, by menaces and violence, a very 
grievoJ.Is tax of half tpe revenu~s Qf the clergy: But as 
this precedent was dangerous, and could not eafily be 
repeated in a government which required the confent of 
the fubjeC1; to any extraordinary refolution, Edward 
found it more prudent to affemble a lower houfe of con .. 

J See 1~ote [G] at the end of the volume. m Archbilhop Wake's 
State of the church of England, p. 1-35• Brady of Boroughs, P• 34• Gil~ 
\-iert's f{ift, of the Exch, p. 46, n Ann, Waver!. P• u7, :z:&Sq 
'.f• Wy~~$' P• 99o uo. . . ' 
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"\'ocation, to lay before them his neceffities, and to a:lk C H A P. 
XI!!. 

fome fupply. But on this occafion he met with difficul- '-v--J 

ties. Whether that the clergy thought themfelves the z:~lS· 

mofi: independant body in the kingdom, or were difgufi:ed 

by the former exorbitant impofitions, they abfolutely re- . 

fufed their affent to the king's demand of a fifth of their 

moveables; and it was not till a fecond meeting, that, 

on their perfifi:ing in this refufal, he was willing to accert 

of a tenth. The barons and knights gr.anted him, without 

hefitation, an eleventh ; the burgeffes, a fevent~. But 

the clergy frill fcrupled to meet on the king's writ; lefl: 

by fuch an inftance of obedience they thould feem to ac

knowledge the authority of the temporal power: And this 

compromife was at lafi: fallen upon, that the king fhould 

iffue his writ to the archbifhop; and that the archbilhop 

lhould, in confequcnce of it, fummon the clergy, who, 

as they then appeared to obey their fpiritual fuperior, no 

longer hefitated to meet in convocation. This expe-

dient, however, was the caufe, why the ecclefiafi:ics were 

feparated into two houfes of convocation, under their 

feveral archbilhops, and formed not one efl:ate, as in 

other countries of Europe; which was at firfi: the king's 

intention °, We now return to the courfe of our nar-

ration. 

EnwARD, confcious of the reafons of difguft which 

he had given to the king of Scots, informed of the dif

pofitions of that people, and expecting the mofr violent 

efFects of their refeiJ.tment, which he knew he had fo 

well merited; employe<;l the fupplies, granted him by his 

people, in making preparations ;~gainfi: the hofl:ilities of 

his northern neighbour. When in this fituation, he re

ceived intelligence of the treaty fecretly concluded be

~ween John and Philip i and though uneafy at this con

~urrence of a French and Scot~ilh war, he refolved not 

~ Gilbert's Hill. of Exc:h, p. ,51. Si• 

Tf tQ 
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C H A P ·to encourage his enemies by a pufillanimous behaviour, 
~or by yielding to their united efforts. He fummoned 

U.96, John to perform ::he duty of 3. vaffal, and to fend him a 
fupply of forces againfr an invafion from France, with 
which he was then threatened: He next required, that 
the fortreffes of Berwic, J edborough, and Roxborough, 
{hould be put into his hands as a fecurity during the 
Wlr P : He cited John to appear in an Engli{h parlia
ment to be held at Newcafile: And when none of thefe 
fucceffive dtmands were complied with, he marched 
northward with numerous forces, 30,000 foot, and 4-000 
horfe, to chafrifc his rebellious vaffal. The Scottifh na
tion, who had little reliance on the vigour and abilities of 
their prince, affigned him a council of twelve noblemen, 
in whofe hands the fovereignty was really lodged q' and 
who put the country in the beft pofl:ure of which the 
prefent diflraetions \Vould admit. A great army, com
pofed of 40,000 infantry, though fupported only by 500 
avalry, advanced to the frontiers; and after a fruitlefs 

attempt upon Carlifle, marched eaftwards to defend thofe 
provinces which Edward was preparing to attack. But 
fome of the moft confiderable of the Scottith nobles, 
Robert Bn~ce, the father and fon, the earls of March and 
Angus; prognofiicating the ruin of their country, frorn 
the concurrence of inteftine divifions and a foreign inva .. 
fion, endeavoured here to ingratiate themfelves with Ed
ward, by an early fubmiffion; and the king, encouraged 
by this favourable incident, led his army into the enemiest 
country, and croifed the 1"weed without oppofition at 

~t}<Mar~h, Coldftream. He then received a meffage from John, by 
whioh that prince, having now procured, for hi.mfelf ami 
his nation, pope Celeftine's difpenfation from fOrmer 
paths, renounced the homage which had been done to 

P Rymer, vol. ii. f• 692. Walling, P• 64. Heming, vol. i. p. 84. 
r;v!t1 p. zSo! q Heming. vo1. i. p. 75• 
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Eno land, and fet Edward at defiance'· This bravaao C H A P. 
o • Xlll. 

was but ill fupported by the military operations of the~ 

Scots. Berwic was already taken by afL-mlt: Sir Wil- · ag6. 

liam Douglas, the governor,. was made prifoner: Above 

7000 of the garrifon were put to the fword : And 

Edward, elated by this great advantage, difpatched 
earl Warrenne with 12,ooo men, to lay fiege to Dun:. 

bar, which was defended by the flower of the Scottiili 

nobility. 
THE Scots, fenfil.le of the importance of this place, 

which, if taken, laid their whole country open to the 

enemy, advanced with their main army, under the com

mand of the earls of Buchan, Lenox, and Marre, in 
order to relieve it. Warrenne, not difmayed at the great 

fuperiority of their number, marched out to give them 

battle. He attacked them with great vigour; and as un- z7th April. 

difciplincd troops, when numerous, are but the more ex-
pofed to a panic upon any alarm, he foon threw them in-

to confu!ion, and chafed tnem off the field with great 

!laughter. he )ofs zf tlie Scots is faid to have amount-

ed to zo,ooo men : 'T'he cafile of Dun bar, with all its 

garrifon, furrendered next day to Edward, who, after the 

battle, had brought up the main body of the Englith, 

and who now proceeded with an affured confidence of 

fuccefs. The caftle of Roxborough was yielded by 

J ames, fteward of Scotland ; and that nobleman, from 

whom is defcended the royal f'lmily of Stuart, was again 

obliged to fwear fealty to Edward. After a feeble refift .. 

ance, the cafl:les of Edinburgh and Stirling opened their 

gates to the enemy. All the fouthern parts were infiantly 

fubdued by the Englilh; and to enable them the better to 

reduce the northern, whofe inacceffible fituation feemed 

to give them fome more fecurity, Edward fent for a 
ftrong reinforcement of W ellh and Irilh, who, being 

t R1mer, vol. ii, P• ~07, Walling. p, 66. H~mins. vol. i. p. 9%• 
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C rr A 1'~ accuftomed to a defultory kind of war, were the be~ XI I. 
'--v---J fitted to purfue the fugitive Scots into the receifes of ~heir 

S 
1
1
-96• lakes and mountains. But the fpirit of the nation was cot Olud 

tubdued. already broken by their misfortunes ; and the feeble and 
timid Baliol, difcontented with his own fubjeCts, and 
over-awed by the Englilh, abandoned all thofe refources, 
which his people might yet have poifeifed in this extre
mity. He haftened to make his fubmiffions to Edward ; 
he expreifed the deepeft penitence for his difloyalty to hi$ 
liege lord ; and he made a folemn and irrevocable refigna
tion of his crown into the hands of th'!-t monarchs, 
Edward marcl)ed northwards to Aberdee~ and Elgin~ 
without meeting an enemy: No Scotchman approacheq 
him but to pay him fubmiffion and do him homage; 
Even the turbulent Highl:.lnders, ever refratl:ory to their 
own princes, apd averfe to the refiraint of laws, endea
voured to prevent the devaftation of their country, by 
giving him early proofs of obedience: And Edward~ 
havi,ng brought the whole kingdom to a feeming fiate of 
tranquillity, returned to the fouth with his army. Then~ 
wai a fione, to which the popular fuperfiition of the 
Scots paid the highefl veneration : All their kings were 
feated on it, when they received the rite of inaugur~tion: 
An ancient tradition a!fured them, that, wherever this 
:fione was placed, their nation lhould always govern; 
And it was carefully preferved at Scone, as the true 
palladium of their monarchy, and their ultjmate refource 
~midll: all their misfortunes. Edward got polfc:ffion of it i 
and carried it wit4 him to England t, He gave orders to de
flroy the records, and all thofe monuments of antiquity, 
y;hich might preferve the memory of the independance of 
the kingdom, and ref~te the Englilh claims of fuperiority. 
The Scots pretend, that he alfo deftroycd all the annals 

s Ryxr.er, vol. ii. p. 718. Walling. p. 67. Heming. vol. i. P• 99• 
'frjvet! f· z~7, . ~ Wal~ng. p. 68! Trivet, P• :z.~9· 

pre(erve4 



E P \V A R D I. 

prcfcrved in their convents : But it is not probable, that C ff A P. 
. XIII. 

a nation, fo rude and unpoldhed, ihould be poffdfed of~ 

any hifiory, which deferves much to be regretted. The XIS'· 

great feal of Baliol was broken; and that prince himfelf 

was carried prifoner to London, and committed to cuf-

tody in the Tower. Two years after, he was refi:ored to 

liberty, and fubmitted to a voluntary banilhment irt 

France; where, without making any farther attempts 

for the recovery of his royalty, he died in a private fia. 

tion. Earl Warren ne was left governor of Scotland u: 

Engliihmen were entrui1:ed with the chief offices : And 

Edward, flattering himfelf that he bad att4ined the end 

of all his willies, and that the numerous acts of fraud 

~nd violence~ which he had praCl:ifed againi1: Scotland. 

had terminated in the final redpction of that kingdom, 

returned with his vjtl:orious army into England. 

AN attempt, which he made about the fame time, for War witlt 

h fG
. ~m~ 

t e recovery q u1enne, was not equally fuccef~ful. He 

fent thit4er an army of 7000 men, under the command 

pf his brother the earl of Lancafler. That prince gained 

~t firfi fome advantages over the French at Bourdeaux: 

But he was foon after feized with a diilemper, Qf which 

be died at Bayonne. The command devolved on the earl 

of Lincoln, who was not able to perform any thing con

.fiderable during the refi of the campaign w. 

BuT the active and ambitious fpirit of Edward, while 

pis conquefis brought fuch confiderable accelijons to the 

Englifh monfirchy, could not be ffltisfied, fo long as 

Guienne, the ancient patrimony of his family, was wrefted 

from him by the difhonei1: artifices of the French monarch. 

findiog, that the difi:ance of that province rendered all 

his efforts againfr it feeble and uncertain, he purpofed to 

attack .fr~nce in a quarter where lhe appeared more vuli 

u Rymer, vol, ii, P· 716. Trivet, p. :t9S• 

f· 7~, 73, ?t· 
w ~eming. vol. I. 
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c U A P. nerable; and with- this view, he married his daughter XIII. 

. ~Elizabeth, to John earl of Holland, and at the fame ttme 
u96. contratl:ed an alliance with Guy earl of Flanders, fiiim 4 

lated to pay him the fum of 7 5,ooo pounds, and projected 
an invafion with their united forces upon Philip, their 
common enemy x. He hoped, th~t, when he himfelf, at 
the head of the Englifh, Flemiih, and Dutch armies, re
inforced by his German <lilies, to whom he had promifed 
or remitted confiderable fums, lhould enter the frontiers 
of France, and threaten the capital itfelf, Philip would 
2t 1aft be obliged to relinquilh his acquifitions, and pur
chafe peace by the reftitution of Guienne. But in order 
to fet this great machine in movement, confiderable [up
plies were requifite from the parliament; and Edward, 
without much difficulty, obtained from the barons and 
knights a new grant of a twelfth of a.ll their moveables, 
and from the boroughs, that of an eightn. The great 
and almofi: unlimited power of the king over the latter, 
enabled him to throw the heavier part of the burthen ort 
them; and the prejudices, which he feems always to have 
entertained againfi the church, on a-ccount of the former 
zeal of the clergy for the Mountfort fatl:ion, made him 
refolve to load them with fl:ill more confiderable impofi
tions, and he required of them a fifth of their moveables. 
But he here met with an oppofition, which for fome time 
difconcerted all his meafures, and engaged him in enter
prizes, that were fomewhat dangerous to him; and would 
have proved ffttal to any of his predeceffors. 

DitTentiol)s BoNIF ACE VIII- who had fucceeded Celefl:ine in the with the 
~lergy. 

papal throne, was a man of the m oft lofty and enterprizing 
fpirit; and though not endowed with that feverity of 
manners, which commonly accompanies ambition in men 
of his order, he was determined to carry the authority of 
~be tiara, and his dominion over the temporal power, to 

:If: Rymer, vol. ii, P• 761, Walfing. P• 68, 



as great a height as it had ever attained in al'ty former pe- c H A P. 

riod. Senfible that his iromcdiatc predeceffors, by opP.ref- XIII. 

fing the church in every province of Chrifiendom, had 119~ .. 

extremely alienated the affections of the clergy, and h:1d 
afforded the civil magifi:rate a pretence for laying like im-
pofitions on ecclefiafiical revenues, he attempted to refume 
the former fiation of the fovereign pontiff, and to efrablifh-
himfelf as the common proteB:or of the fpiritua] order 

againft all invaders. F ()C this purpofe, he i1fued very 

early in his pontificate a general bull, prohrbiting all 
princes from levying without his confent any taxes upon. 

the clergy, and all clergymen from fubmitting to fuch. 

impofitions ; and he threatened both of them with the 

penalties of excommunit:ation in £afe of difobedience Y .. 

This important ediB: is f4id to pave been procured by the 

f:olicitation of Robert de Winchelfey archbifbop of Can-

terbury, who intended to employ it as a rampart ~g.ainfi: 

the vi0Jent extortions, which the church had felt from 

Edward, and the fl:ill greater, which that pri1-1ce's multi .. 

plied neceffities gave them reafon to apprehend. When a 

demand, therefore, was made on the clergy of a fifth 0' 

th~ir moveables, a tax which was probably much more 

grievous tha.n a fifth of their revenue, as their lands ~re 

mofrly fi:ocked with their cattle, and cultiv'lted by their·· 

villains ; the clergy took fuclter under the bull of pope 

Boniface, and pleaded confcience in refufing compliance z. 

The king came not immediately to extremitie£ on this re-
pulfe; but after locking up all their granaries and barns, 

and prohibiting all rent to be paid them, he appointed a 

new fy.nod, to confer with him upon his demand. Tl e 

primate, not difmayed by thefe proofs of Edward's refo-
lution, here plainly told him, that the clergy owed obe-

dience to two fovereigns, the!~ fpiritual and thelr temJ?O• 

r Rymer, vol. u. p. 7.06. Heming. vol. i. p. J04• 2 Heming, 
fQl, i P• 107· Ttivet, P• ~.!f6o Clue 0 a, VQJ, ii. P· 6sz. 
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c H A P. ral; but their duty bound them to a mu'ch fuiB:e~ 
XIH. 

~attachment to the former than to the latter : They could 
u96. not comply with his commands, (for fuch, in fome 

ttleafure, the requefrs of the crown were then deemed) 
in contraditl:ion to the exprefs prohibition of the fove
reign pontiff a. 

:r:r:97• THE clergy had fecn in m2·ny infrances, that ::Edward 
paid little regard to thofe numerous prrvileges, on which 
they fet fo high a value. He had formerly feized, in an 
arbitrary manner, all the money and plate belonging to the 
churches and convents, and had applied them to the pub
lic fervice b; and they could not but expetl more violent 
treatment on this fuarp refufal, grounded on fuch dan
gerous principles. Inflead of applying to the pop-e for a 
relaxation of his bull, he refolved immediately to employ 
the power in his hands ; and he told the eccldiaftics, that, 
ftnce they refufed to fupport the civil government, they 
\vere unworthy to receive any benefit from it; and he 
would accordingly put them out of the protetl:ion of the 
laws. This vigorous meafure was immediately carried 
into execution c. Orders were iffued to the judges to re
~eive no caufe brought before them by the clergy ; to her 
and decide all caufes in which they were defendants: To 
do every man juftice againfi: them; to do them juftice 
againfr no body d. The ecclefiafiics foon found them
felves in the mofi: miferab!e fituation imaginable. They 
could not remain in their own houfes or convents fer 
want of fubfifrence: ·If they went abroad, in queft of 
maintenance, they were difmoun·ted, robbed of the;r 
horfes and cloaths, abufed by every ruffian, and no re
drefs could be obtained by them for the moft violent in
jury. The primate himfelf was attacked on the h•ighway, 

1 a Hemin~;. vol. i. p. 107. 

p. sr. c: Walfing. p. 6~ 
d M. Weft. p. 429, 

b Walfing. p. 65. Hemins. vol. i, 
Heming. vol. i. p. 107~ 
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was fi:ripped of his equipage and furniture, and was at C ~n~. P~ 

lafi: reduced to board himfelf with a fingle fervant in the~ 

houfe of a country clergyman r. The king, mean while, U97· 

remained an indifferent fpeetator of all thefe violences ; 

and without employing his officers in committing any im .... 

mediate injury on the priefi:s, which might have appeared 

invidious and oppreffive, he took ample vengeance on 

them for their obfiinate refufal of his demands. Though 

the archbilhop iffued a general fentence of excommuni• 

cation again£l: all who attacked the perfons or property of 

ecclefiafi:ics, it was not regarded: While Edward enjoyed 

the fatisfaetion of feeing the people become the voluntary 

inftruments of his j uftice againfi: them, and enure them• 

felves to throw off that refpeCl: for the facred order, by 

which they had fo long been overawed and governed. 

THE fpirits of the dergy were at lafi: broken by thi$ 

harlh treatment. Befides that the whole province of 

York, which lay neareft the danger that frill hung over 

them from the Scots, voluntarily, from the firfr, voted a 

fifth of their moveables; the bilhops of Saliibury, Ely, and 

fome others, made a compofition for the fecular clergy with

in their diocefes; and they agreed, not to pay the fiftht 

which would have been an aa of difobedien<:e to Boni

face's bull, but to depofit a fum equivalent in fome 

church appointed them ; whence it was taken by the 

king's officers g. Many particular convents and clergy

men made payment of a like fum, and received the king's 

protetl:ion h. Thofe who had not ready money, entered 

into recognizances for the payment. And there wa 

fcarcely found one ecclefiaflic in the kingdom, whG 

feemed willing to fuffer, for the fake of religious privi

leges, this new fpecies of martyrdom, the moft tedious 

and languilhing of any, the moft mortifying to fpiritual 

f Heming. vol. i, p. Jog. g Heming. vol. i. p. 1o8; 109. Chron. 

l>unft. p. 653• h Chron, Dunft, vol. ii. p. 654• 
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C Hx A P. pride, and not rewarded by that crown of glory, which . III. 
~the church holds up~ with fuch ofientation, to her devoted 

1297· adherents • 
.Atbitrary Bu't as the money, granted by parliament, though 
sncafures. conficlerable, was not fufficient to fupply the king'~ ne. 

ceffities, and that levied by compofitions with the clergy 
came in flowly, Edward was obl iged, for the obtaining of 
farther fupply, to exert his arbitrary power, and to la/' an 
oppreffive hand on all orders of men in the kingdom. He 
limited the merchants in the quantity of wool ~llowed t~ 
be exported; and at the fame time forced them to pay 
him a duty of forty {billings a fack, which was computed 
to be above the third of the value i. He fei~cd all the reft 
of the wool, as well as all the leather of the kingdom, 
into his hands, and difpofed of thef~ commodities for his 
own benefit k: He r~quired the fberiffs of each county to 
fupply him with 2000 quarters of wheat, and as many of 
oats, which he permitted the::n to feize whcre~er they 
~ouJd find them : The cattle and other commodities, 
ll~c.df~ry for fupplying his army, were laid hold of with
O\lt the confent of the owners 1 : And though he promifed 
.to pay afterwards the equivalent of all thefe goods, men 
faw bu.t little probability that a prince, who fubmitted (Q 
little to the limitati~ns of law, could ever, amidfr hia 
multiplied neceffities, be reduced to a firict obfervance of 
his ~gagements. He iliowed at the fame time an equ~ 
difregard to the principles of the feudal law, by whiG9 
all the lilndS of his kingdqro were held: In order to el),
ueafe his army, and enaple .him to fupport that gr~ 
cl'ort, wh.iqh .he intended to .make againfr F ranee, h~ r§:fl 
quirqd the attendance of every proprietor of land, poJfeH.itl 
of twenty pounds a year, even though he held not 

i Walfing. p. 6q. Trivet, p. 1.91:. 
1 RFJii,Ac• vol. i•l'• nx. 

k Hcming. vol. i, p·. 52·· 1 1.; 
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trown, and was not obliged by his tenu.re to perform any C H A P. 
r. r. • XIII. 
JUCh JCfVICe m. "---.,;--J 

THESE aCts of violence and of arbitrary power, not- 1 .,.97" 

withftanding the great perfonal regard generally borne to 

the king, bred murmurs in every order of men; and it 

was not long, ere fome of the great nobility, jealous of 

their own privileges, as well as of national hberty, gave 

countenance and authority to thefe complaints. Edward 

affembled on the fea-coafr an army, which he purpofed to 

fend over to Gafcony, while he himfelf fhould in perfon 

make an impreffion on the fide of Flanders; and he in-

tended to put thefe forces under the command of Hum-

phrey Bohun, earl of Hereford, the conftable, and Roger 

Bigod, earl of Norfolk, the Marefchai of England. But 

thefe two powerful earls refufed to execute his commands; 

and affirmed, that they were only obliged by their office 

to attend his perfon in the wars. A violent altercation 

enfued; and the king, in the height of his paffion, ad

dreffing himfelf to the conftable, exclaimed, Sir earl, bj 

God, you foal/ either go or bang. By God, Sir King, replied 

Hereford, I will neither go nor hang"· And he immedi-

ately departed, with the marefchal, and above thirty other 

confiderable barons. 

Upon this oppofition, the king laid afide the projeCt 

of an expedition againfl: Guienne ; and affembled the 

forces, which he himfelf purpofed to tranfport into Flan

ders. But the two earls, irritated in the conteft and 

elated by impunity, pretending that none of theit ancef

tors had ever ferved in that country, refufed to perform 

the duty of their office in muftcring the army o. The 

king, now finding it advifeable to proceed with modera~ 

tion, infiead of attainting the earls, who poifeifcd their 

dignities by hereditary right, appointed Thomas de Berke .. 

m Walling. p. 6g. n Hemin,. vol. i. F• IU • 

.. _ Rymer, volo ii. P• 783• Walling. P•70• 
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C H A P. ley, and Geoffrey de Geyneville, to aB: in that emergence, XUI. 
'--y---.J as conftable and marefchal P. He endeavoured to recon-

U97· cile himfelf with the church; took the primate again into 
favour q; made him, in conjunction with Reginald de 
Grey, tutor to the prince, whom he intended to appoint 
guardian of the kingdom during his abfence; and he even 
a!fembled a great number of the nobility in W efiminfier
hall, to whom he deigned to miike an apology for his pafi 
cond uB:. He pleaded the urgent neceffities of the crown; 
his extreme want of money; his engagements from ho
nour as well as intereft to fupport his foreign allies: And 
he promifed, if ever he returned in fafety, to redrefs all 
their grievances, to refiore the execution of the laws, and 
to make all his fubjeCl:s compenfation. for the lo!fes which 
they had fuftained. Meanwhile, he begged them to fuf
pend their animofities; to judge of him by his future 
conduct, of which, he hoped, he fhould be more mafier; 
to remain faithful to his government, or if he periihed in 
the prefent war, to preferve their allegiance to his fon and 
fucceffor r, 

THERE were certainly, from the concurrence of dif
contents among the great, and grievances of the people, 
materials fufficient, in any other period, to have kindled 
a civil war in England : But the vigour and abilities of 
Edward kept every one in awe; and his dexterity, in £top
ping on the brink of danger, and retracting the meafures, 
to which he had been pulhed by his violent temper and ar· 
bitrary principles, faved the nation from fo great a cala
mity. The two great earls dared not to break out into 
open violence: They proceeded no farther than framing 
a remonfirance, which was delivered to the king at Win
chelfea, when he was ready to embark for Flanders. They 
there complained of the violations of the great charter and 

P M. Weft, P• 430. q Heming. vol, i, p, liJ• 
r Heming, vol, i. P• II4• M. Weft.p. 430, 

that 



that of forefis; the violent feizure of corn, leather, cattle, C H A P. 

and above all, of wool~ a commodity, which they af-~ 
firmed to be equal in value to half the lands of the king- U97• · 

dom; the arbitrary impofition of forty thillings a fack on 
the fmall quantity of wool allowed to be exported by the 
merchants; and they claimed an immediate redrcfs of all 
thefe grievances s. The king told them, that the greater 
part of his council were now at a difrance, and without 
their advice he could not deliberate on meafures of fo 
great importance r. _ 

BuT the confiable and marefchal, with the barons of D:!Trnfions 

their ru~rty, refolved to take advantage of Edward's ab- bw th the r:- arona. 
fence, and to obtain an explicite aifent to their demands. 
When fummoned to attend the parliament at London~ 
they came with a great body of cavalry and infantry; and 
before they would enter the city, required that the gates 
1hould be put into their cufl:ody u. The primate, who 
fecretly favoured all their pretenfions, advifed the council 
to comply; and thus they became mafl:ers both of the 
young prince and of the refolutions of parliament. Their 
demands, however, were moderate; and fuch as fuffi .. 
ciently juflify the purity of their intentions in all their 
pafr meafures: They only required~ that the two char
ters 1hould receive a folemn confirmation; that a claufe 
thould be added to fecure the nation for ever againfl: all 
impofitions and taxes without confent of parliament; and 
that they themfelves ood their adhere.Rts, who had refufed 
to attend the king into Flanders, fuould be pardoned for 
the oi"ence, and thould be again received into favour w. 

The prince Q{' Wales and his council a{fented to thefe 
terms; and the charters were fent over to the king in 
Flanders to be there coa.~rmed by him. Edward felt the 

• Walfing. p. 72.. Heming. yoJ. i. p. 115· Trivet, P• 3oz. 
t Walling, p. 71.. l;leming. 901. i. p. 111• Trivet, P• 304. 
u Heming, vol. i. p. 138. VI Walioa. p. 73· Hemin1. vol. I. 

P• ll8, 1391 140, 141. Trivet, I'• 308. 
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c H A P. utmoft reluCtance to this mea[ure, which, he apprehended~ 
~would for the future impofe fetters on his condua, and 

1197· fet limits to his lawlefs authority. On various pretences, 
he delayed three days giving any anfwer to the deputies; 
and when the pernicious confequences of his refufal were 
reprefented to him, he was at laft obliged, after many 
internal frruggles, to affix his feal to the charters, as alfo 
to the claufe that bereaved him of the power, which he 

had hitherto affumed, of impofing arbitrary taxes upon 
the people x. 

THAT we may finifh at once this interefl:ing tranfac
tion concerning the fettlement of the charters, we fhall 
briefly mention the fubfequent events which relate to it. 
The con!table and marefchal, informed of the king's 

compliance, were fatisfied ; and not only ceafed from 
difturbing the government, but afii!ted the regency with 

their power againft the Scots, who had rifen in arms, 

and had thrown off the yoke of England r. But being 
fenfible, that the fmalleft pretence would fuffice to make 
Edward retraCl: thefe detefted laws, which, though they 
had often received the fantl:ion both of king and parlia

ment, and had been acknowledged during three reigns, 

were never yet deemed to have fufficient validity; they 

infi!ted, that he :lhould again confirm them on his return 

to England, and .thould thereby renounce all plea which 

he might derive from his refiding in a foreign country, 
when he formerly affixed his feal to themz. It appeared, 
that they judged aright of Edward's character and inten

tions: He delayed this confirmation as long as poffible; 
and when the fear of worfe confequences obliged him 
again to comply, he exprefsly added a falvo for his royal , 
dignity or prerogative, which in effect enervated the whole 

x Walfing. p. 74• Heming. vol. i, p. 143, Y Heminr. vol. i, 
p. 143• z Heming. vol. i. p. 159• 
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force of the charters a, The two earls and their adhe- c H A P-. 
XIII. 

rents left the parliament in difgufr ; and the king was ' ., ...J 

confrrained, on a future occafion, to grant to the people, 1297· 

without any fubterfuge, a pure and abfolute confirma-

tion of thofe laws b, which were fo much the objeCt of 

their paffionate affeCtion. Even farther fecurities were 

then provided for the efrablilhment of national privileges. 

Three knights were appointed to be chofen in each coun-

ty, and were invefted with the power of punilhing, by 

fine and imprifonment, every tranfgreffion or violation of 

the charters c: A precaution, which, though it was foon 

difufed, as encroaching too much on royal prerogative, 

proves the attaGhment, which the Engliili in that age bore 

to liberty, and their well-grounded jealoufy of the arbi-

trary difpofition of Edward. 

THE work, however, was not yet entirely finilhed 

and complete. In order to execute the leffer charter, it 

was requifite, by new perambulations, to fet bounds to 

the royal forefts, and to difafforefr all land which former 

encroachments kad comprehended within their limits. 

Edward difcovered the fame reluCl:ance to comply with 

this equitable demand; and it was not till after many de ... 

lays on his part, and many folicitations and requefts, and 

even menaces of war and violence d, on the part of the 

barons, that the perambulations were made, and exaCt 

boundaries fixed, by a jury in each county, to the extent 

of his forefts e. Had not his ambitious and aCtive temper 

raifed him fo many foreign enemies, and obliged him to 

have recourfe fo often to the affiftance of his fubjects, it 

a Heming. vol. i, p. 167, 168. b Heming. vol. i. P• 168. 

C: Hemingford, vol. i. P• 170, d Walfing. p. 80. We are told 

by Tyrrel, vol. ii. p. 145• from the Chronicle of ~t. Albans, that the ba· 

rons not content with the execution of the charter of forefts, demanded ol 

Edward as high terms as had been impo(ed on his father by the earl of Lei ... 

cefler: But no other hiflorian mentions this particular. 

~: Heming. vol.i. p, 171. M. Weft.p.431. 433• 
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C H A P. is not likely that thofe conce.ffions could ever have been XHI. 
~extorted from him. 

1397• BuT while the people, after fo many fuccefsful firug. 
gles, deemed themfel ves happy in the fecure poffeffion of 
their privileges; they were furprized in I 305 to find, that 
Edward had fecretly applied to Rome, and had procured, 
from that mercenary court, an abfol uti on from all the oaths 
and engagements, which he had fo often reiterated, to 
obferve both the charters. There arc fome hifrorians r fo 
credulous as to imagine, that this perilous frep was taken 
by him for no other purpofe than to acquire the merit of 
granting a new confirmation of the charters, as he did 
foon after; and a confirmation fo much the more unquef
tionable, as it could never after be invalidated by his fuc
ceffors, on pretence of any force or violence which had 
been impofed upon him. But befides, that this might 
have been done with a better grace, if he had never 
applied for any fuch abfolution, the whole tenor of his 
conduct proves him to be little fufceptible of fuch refine .. 
ments in patriotifm ; and this very deed itfelf, in which 
be anew confirmed the charters, carries on the face of it a 
very oppofite prefumption. Though he ratified the char ... 
ters in general, he frill took advantage of the papal bull fo 
far as to invalidate the late per~mbulations of the forelh, 
which had been made with fuch care and attention, and 
to refcrve to himfelf the power, in cafe of favourable in. 
cidents, to extend as much as formerly thofe arbitrary 
jurifdiCl:ions. If the power was not in fact made ufe of, 
we can only conclude, that the favourable incidents did 
~ot offer. · 

THus, after the contefis of near a whole century, and 
thefe ever accompanied with violent jealoufies, often with 
puplic convulfions, the Great Charter was finally efia .. 

f ~rady~ vol. ~i. p. 84. C~rte, vol. ii, P• ~92. 

2 \lli(hed 1 



EDWARD 1. 

blifhed; and the Englifh nation have the honour of ex- c H A P. 
• XIIT. 

torting, by their perfeverance, th1s conceffion from the '-...r--J 

ableft, the moft warlike, and the moft ambitious of all U.97• 

their princes i. It is computed, that above thirty con

firmations of the charter were at different times required 

of feveral kings, and granted by them, in full parliament; 

a precaution, which, while it difcovers fome ignorance of 

the true nature of law and government, proves a laudable 

· jealoufy of national privileges in the people, and an ex

treme anxiety, left contrary precedents thould ever be 

pleaded as an authority for infringing them. Accord

ingly we find, that, though arbitrary praCl:ices often pre

vailed, and were even able to eftablilh themfelves into 

fettled cuftoms, the validity of the Great Charter was 

never afterwards formally difputed ; and that grant was 

frill regard~d as the bafis of Englilh government, and the 

fure rule by which the authority of every cuftom was to 

be tried and canvaffed. The jurifditl:ion of the Star

chamber, martial law, imprifonment by warrants from 

the privy-council, and other praCl:ices of a like nature, 
though eftabliilied for feveral centuries, were fcarcely 

ever allowed by the Englilh to be parts of their conftitu

tion : The affeCtion of the nation for liberty frill pre

vailed over all precedent, and even all political reafoning! 

The exercife of thefe powers, after being long the fource 

of fecret murmurs among the people, was, in fulnefs of 

time, folemn1y aboliilied, as illegal, at leaft as oppreffive, 

by the whole legiflative authority. 

To return to the period from which this account of 

the charters has led us : Though the king's impatience to 

appear at the head of his armies in Flanders made him 

1 It muft however be remarked, that the king never forgave the chief ac .. 

tors in this tranfaClion, and he found means afterwards to oblige both the 

confrable and marefchal to refign their offices into his hand~. The former 

received a new grant of it: :But the office of marefchal was given to Thomaa 

of Brotherton, the king's fecond fon. 

U 4 overlook 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

C H A P, overlook all confiderations, either of domefiic difcontents 
~or of commotions among the Scots; his embarkation had 

1297~ been fo long retarded by the various obfirutlions thrown 
in his way, that he 1oft the proper feafon for action, and 
after his arrival made no progrefs againft the enemy. The 
king of France, taking advantage of his abfcnce, had 
broken into the Low Countries; had defeated the Fle
rnings in the battle of Furnes ; had made himfelf mafier 
of Lifle, St. Omer, Courtrai, and Ypres; and feemed 
in a fituation to take full vengeance on the earl of Flanders, 
his rebellious vaffal. But Edward, feconded by an Eng
lilh army of so,ooo men (for this is the number affigned 
by hifi:orians k) was able to flop the career of his viClo
ries; and Philip, finding all the weak refources of his 
kingdom already exhaufrcd, began to dread a reverfe of 
fortune, and to apprehend an invafion on France itfelf. 
The king of England, on the other hand, difappointed 
of affifi:ance from Adolph, king of the Romans, which 
he had purchafed at a very high price, and finding many 
urgent calls for his prefence in England, was defirous of 
ending on any honourable terms a war, which ferved 
only to divert his force from the execution of more im. 
portant projects. This difpofition in both monarchs foon 
produced a ceffation of hoftilities for two years; and en .. 
gaged them to fubmit their differences to the arhitrati<m 
of pope Boniface. 

BoNIF ACE was among the lafi of the fovereign pontiH"s 
that exercifed an authority over the temporal jurifdiCl:ion 
of princes; and thefe exorbitant pretenfions, which he had 
been tempted to affume from the fuccefsful example of. 
pis predeceffors, but of which the feafon was now paft, 
~!lvolved him in fo many calamities, and were attend~d 
w~th fo unfortunate a catafirophe, that they have been 

fecretly 
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fecretly abandoned, though never openly relinquilhed, by C H A P. 
XIII. 

his fucceffors in the apofiolic chair. Edward and Phi lip,~ 
equally jealous of papal claims, took care to infert in their a9S. 

reference, that Boniface was made judge of the difference 
by their confent, as a private perfon, not by any right of 
his pontificate ; and the pope, without feeming to be of-
fended at this mortifying claufe, proceeded to give a fen-
tence bervveen them, in which they both acquiefced I. 
He brought them to agree, that their union iliould be 
cemented by a double marriage; that of Edward himfelf, 
who was now a widower, with Margaret, Philip's fifter, 
and that of the prince of Wales, with !fabella, daughter 
of that monarch m. Philip was likewife willing to reftore 
Guienne to the Englilh, which he had indeed no good 
pretence to detain ; but he infifled, that the Scots and 
their king, John Baliol, fhould, as his allies, be com
prehended in the treaty, and 1hould he reftored to their 
liberty. The difference, after fevera] difputes, was com- Peace witl! 

promifed, by their making mutual facrifices to each France:. 

other. Edward agreed to abandon his ally the earl of 
Flanders, on condition that Philip 1hould treat in like 
manner his ally the king of Scots. The profpeCl: of con-
'}Uering thefe two countries, whofe fituation made them 
fo commodious an acquifition to the refpeCl:ive kingdoms, 
prevailed over all other confiderations; and though they 
were both finally difappointed in their hopes, their con-
duB: was very reconcilable to the principles of an inte-
refted policy. This was the firft fpecimen which the Scots 
had of the French alliance, and which was exaetly con
formable to what a fmaller power muft always expect, 
when it blindly attaches itfelf to the will and fortunes of 
a greater. That unhappy people, now engaged in a 
brave, though unequal conteft for their liberties, were 

l Rymer, vol. ii. p. S17. Heming. vol. i. P• 149• Trivet, P• 310. 
_, Rymer, vol, ii. p. S-z3. 

totally 
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C H A P. totally abandoned by the ally, in whom they repofed 
~ their final confidence, to the will of an imperious con

ugs. 

Revolt of 
Scotland. 

queror. 
THoUGH England, as well as other European coun

tries, was, in its ancient ftate, very ill qualified for 
making, and frill worfe for maintaining conq uefrs, Scot
land was fo much inferior in its internal force, and was 
fo ill fituated fur receiving foreign fuccours, that it is no 
wonder Edward, an ambitious monarch, fhould have caft 
his eye on fo tempting an acquifition, which brought 

. both fecurity and greatnefs to his native country. But 
the inftruments, whom he employed to maintain his do
minion over the northern kingdom, were not happily 
chofen; and aCl:ed not with the requifite prudence and 
moderation, in reconciling the Scottifh nation to a yoke, 
which they bore with fuch extreme reluctance. War
renne, retiring into England, on account of his bad ftate 
of health, left the adminiftration entirely in the hands of 
Orme!by, who was appointed jufticiary of Scotland, and 
Creffingham, who bore the office of treafurer; and a fmall 
military force remained, to fecure the precarious authority 
of thofe mini!l:ers. The latter had no other objeCt than 
the amaffing of money by rapine and inj uftice : The for
mer diftinguifhed himfelf by the rigour and feverity of his 
temper: And both of them, treating the Scots as a con
quered people, made them fenfible, too early, of the 
grievous fervitude into which they had fallen. As Ed
ward required, that all the proprietors of land fhould 
fwear fealty to him ; every one, who refufed or delayed 
giving this teftimony of fubmiffion, was outlawed and 
imprifoned, and punifhed without mercy; and the bravefi: 
and moft generous fpirits of the nation were thus exaf
perated to the higheft degree againft the Englifh govern-
ment "• 

~ Waiting. p. 70. Heming. vol. i, P• 118, Trivet, P• ~99• 
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TJI!R.E was one William Wall ace, of a fmall fortune, C H A P. 

t dtfcended vf an ancient f•mily, in the weft of Scot-~ 
land, whofe courage prompted him to undertake, and ugS. 

~· im inally to accomplilh, tM dtfperate attempt 
of delivering his native country from the dominio of fo-

reig s. This man, whofe valorous exploits are the 
ebjetl: -of j aft admiration, but have been much exagge--

mted by the traditions of his countrymen, had been pro-

vubd by the infolence of an Englith oificer to put him to 

&ath ; ami findi11g himfelf obnoxious on that account to 
the feverity of the adminiftration, he .fled into the woods, 

aWlC bi'ered imfelf as a leader to all thofe whom their 

t es, or bad fortune, or avowed hatred of the Englilh, 
reduced to a like necetfi.ty:. He was endowed with 

Rantic force of body~ -lrit.R heroic coungc of mind, 

dHiRterefted magMnimity, with incredible patience, 

3fta tbi tty to bear hunger, fat!g e, and all the feverities 

tbfcms; and he foon acquired, among tilo{e def

ptra\"e fugitives, that a'Uthority, to whicl\ his virtues fo 
juftly intitled him. Beginfting with fmalt attempts, in 

M: be was always ftt~ooefsful, he gradually proceeded 

9l'e momeRtous enterprizes; and he Elifccwered equal 
CMittiC!J~ iR fecurmg 'his fotl~wers, and valour i aanaying 

y. By his lmawtedge of die nt'.ry, was 
, W'hen pw:fueCI, tb e ure a Rtrmt Q « the 

llll!llrdes or forefts t>r mountains ; and agaia, coHalliog 
· pafed aifaciates, lle unexpeeicdly appeared in an

~nd furprized and routed ud put to the 
... .-:M:u.,RJ"y En.gJifh, Every day brought accounts 

'ob 'WCre received with no lefs 
AI'U..,..1 ......... _than klTor by the enemy : All 

.,.._ •• _._ _ ___ _ ~·,_·t.J.ry fame, were de.firous to 

....,,.~~~~·· fuc"~ful va:kmrioe&led to 
"indiQa.te .the aatien ignominy, which it 
had fallen, by its tame fubmiBion to the ~gliOa : And 

'hough no nobleman of note ventured as yet to join his 
party, 
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c H A P. party, he had gaine~ a general confidence and attach-XI H. • 
'--v---' ment, which b1rth and fortune are not alone able to 

1298. confer. 
W ALLACE, having, by many fortunate enterprizes, 

brought the valour of his followers to correfpond to his 
own, refolved to fhike a decifive blow againfl: the Englifh 
government; and he concerted the plan of attacking Or
mefby at Scone, and of taking vengeance on him, for all 
the violence and tyranny, of which he had been guilty. 
The jufticiary, apprized of his intentions, fled hafl:ily 
into England : All the other officers of that nation imi
tated his example: Their terror added alacrity and cou• 
rage to the Scots, who betook themfelves to arms in every 
quarter: Many of the principal barons, and among the 
refl: Sir William Douglas o, openly countenanced Wal
Jace's party : Robert Bruce fecretly favoured and pro
moted the fame caufe: And the Scots, lhaking off their 
fetters, prepared themfelves to defend, by an united effort, 
that liberty which they had fo unexpectedly recovered 
from the hands of their oppreffors. 

BuT Warrenne, colletl:ing an army of 4o,ooo men in 
the north of England, determined to re-eftablilh his au
thority; and he endeavoured, by the celerity of his arma
ment and of his march, to compenfate for his pafl: neg
ligence, which had enabled the Scots to throw off the 
Englilh government. He fuddenly entered Annandale, 
and came up with the enemy at Irvine, before their forces 
were fully colletl:ed, and before they had put themfelves 
in a pofl:ure of defence. lVIany of the Scottilh nobles, 
alarmed with their dangerous fituation, here fubmitted to 
the Englilh, renewed their oaths of fealty, promifed to 
deliver hoftages for their good behaviour, and received a 
pardon for pafl: offences P. Others who had not yet de
clared themfelves, fuch as the fteward of Scotland and the 

o Walfing, P• 70. Hemin~. vol. i, P• uS, 
f• UJ1 I:z.:t, 
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earl ofLenox, joined, though with reluctance, the Eno-- C H A P. 

] • 11.. d . d r bl . r o XIII. 
Im army; an wa1te a 1avoura e opportumty 10r em-~ 

bracing the caufe of their difheffed countrymen. But 12.91. 

Wallace, whofe authority over his ntainers was more 

fully confirmed by the abfence of the great nobles, per-

fevered obfrinately in his purpofe; and finding himfelf 

unable to give battle to the enemy, he marched north-

wards, with an intention of prolonging the war, and of 
turning to his advantage the fituation of that mountainous 

and barren country. When Warrenne advanced to Stir-

ling, he found Wallace encamped at Cambufkenneth, 

on the oppofite banks of the Forth; and being conti-

nually urged by the impatient Creffingham, who was 

aCtuated both by perfonal and national animofities againft 

the Scots '1, he prepared to attack them in that pofition, 

which Wall ace, no lefs prudent than courageous, had 

chofen for his army r. In fpite of the remonfrrances of 

Sir Richard Lundy, a Scotchman of birth and family, 

who fincerely adhered to the Englilh, he ordered his ar-

my to pafs a bridge which lay over the Forth; but he 

was foon convinced, by fatal experience, of the error of 

his conduCt. Wallace, allowing fuch numbers of the 

Englifh to pafs as he thought proper, attacked them be-

fore they were fully formed, put them to rout, pufhed 

part of them into the river, deftroyed the reft by the edge 

of the fword, and gained a complete viCtory over them s. 

Among the Ilain was Creffingham himfelf, whofe memory 

was fo extremely odious to the Scots, that they Rea' cl his 

dead body, and made faddles and girths of his fkin r. 

Warrenne, finding the remainder of his army much dif-

mayed by this misfortune, was obliged again to evacuate 

the kingdom, and retire into England. The cafiles of 

q Heming. vol. i. p. ''-7• r On the uth of September 1297• 

' Walfing. p. 73• Heming, vol. i . .P• n7, ul, ug. Trivet, P• 307• 

t Heming. vol. i. p. JJO• 

Roxborough 
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c H A P. Roxborough and Berwic, ill fortified and feebly defen~
~ ed, fell foon after into the hands of the Scots. 

ugS. WALL ACE, univerfally revered as the deliverer of his 
country, now received, from the hands of his followers, 
the dignity of regent or guardian under the captive Ba
Iiol ; and finding that the diforders of war, ::s well as the 
unfavourable feafons, had produced a famine in Scotland, 
he urged his army to march into England, to fubfifr at 
the expence of the enemy, and to revenge all pafi inju
ries, by retaliating on that hofi:ile nation. The Scots, 
who deemed every thing poflible under fuch a leader, 
joyfu1ly attended his call. Wallace, breaking into the 
northern counties during the winter feafon, laid every 
place wafi:e with fire and fword; and after extending on 
all fides, without oppofition, the fury of his ravages, as 
far as the bilhopric of Durham, he returned, loaded with 
fpoils, and crowned with glory, into his own country u• 
'I'he diforders, which at that time prevailed in England~ 
from the refraCl:ory behaviour of the confiable and mare
fchal, made it impoffible to colleCt an army fufficient to 
refifr the enemy, and expofed the nation to this lofs and 
dilhonour. 

BuT Edward, who received in Flanders intelligence of 
thefe events, and had already concluded a truce with 
France, now hafrened over to England, in certain hopes, 
by his aCtivity and valour, not only of wiping off this 
difgrace, but of recovering the important conquefr of 
Scotland, which he always regarded as the chief glory 
and advantage of his reign. He appeafed the murmurs of' 
his people by conceffions and promifes: He refi:ored to 
the citizens of London the eleCl:ion of their own magi
il:rates, of which they had been bereaved in the later part 
of his father's reign: He ordered ftriB: enquiry to be made 
concerning the corn and other goods, which had been 

u Heming. vol, i, P• 1311 132, 133• 

violently 



violently feized before his departure, as if he intended toe H A P. 

pay the value to the owners w: And making public pro-~ 
feffions of confirming and obferving the charters, he re- ugS. 

gained the confidence of the difcontented nobles. Having 

by all thefe popular arts rendered himfelf entirely mafier 

of his people, he collected the whole military force of 

England, Wales, and Ireland; and marched . with an 

army of near a hundred thoufand combatants to the nor-

thern frontiers. 
NoTHING could have enabled the Scots to refifr, but 

for one feafon, fo mighty a power, except an entire union 

among themfelves; but as they were deprived of their 

king, whofe perfonal qualities, even when he was pre

fent, appeared fo contemptible, and had left among his 

fubjeCl:s no principle of attachment to him or his family; 

faCl:ions, jealoufies, and animofities unavoidably arofe 

among the great, and difiratl:ed all their councils~ The 

elevation of Wallace, though purchafed by fo great merit, 

and fuch eminent fervices, was the object of envy to the 

nobility, who repined to fee a private gentleman raifed 

above them by his rank, and frill more by his glory and 

reputation. Wallace himfelf, fenfible of their jealoufy, 

and dreading the ruin of his country from thofe inteftine 

difcords, voluntarily refigned his authority, and retained 

only the command over that body of his followers, who, 

being accuftomed to victory under his ftandard, refufed 

to follow into the field any other leader. The chief power 

devolved on the fieward of Scotland, and Cum m in of Ba

denoch; men of eminent birth, under whom the great 

chieftains were more willing to ferve in defe11ce of their 

country. The two Scottifh commanders, colleCting theia: 

feveral forces from every quarter, fixed their ftation at 

Falkirk, and purpofed there to abide the afl:lUlt of the 

Englifu. \-Vallace was at the head of a third body, 

w Rymer, vol. ii. p. 81 3• 

which 
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c H A P. which acted under his command. The Scottith army XIII& • . • • . '--v--' placed thetr ptkemen along the1r front : Lmed the mter-
n98. vals between the three bodies with archers : And dread

ing the great fuperiority of the Englifh in cavalry, en
deavoured to fecure their front by palifadoes, tied together 
by ropes x. In this difpofition,. they expeCted the approach 
of the enemy. 

eul July, 'fHE king, when he arrived in fight of the Scots, was 
:~t~~~~ pleafed with the profpect of being able, by one decifive 

ftroke, to determine the fortune of the war; and dividing 
his army alfo into three bodies, he led them to the attack. 
The Englifh archers, who began about this time to fur
pafs thofe of other nations, firft chafed the Scottifh bow
men off the field ; then pouring in heir arrows among 
the pikemen, who were cooped up within their intrench· 
ments, threw them into diforder, and rendered the af .. 
fault of the Englifh pikemen and cavalry more eafy and 
fuccefsful. The whole Scottifu army was broken, and 
chafed off the field with grea.t £laughter; which the 
hiftorians, attending more to the exaggerated relations of 
the populace, than to the probability of things, make 
amount to fifty or fixty thoufand men r. It is only cer
tain, that the Scots never fuffered a greater lofs in any 
action, nor one which feemed to threaten more inevitable 
ruin to their country. 

In this general rout of the army, vVallace's military 
1kill and prefence of mind enabled him to keep his troops 
entire; and retiring behind the Carron, he marched lei
furely along the banks of that fmall river, which pro ... 
tected him from the enemy. Young Bruce, who had 
already given many proofs of his. afpiring genius, but who 
ferved hitherto in the Englilh army, appeared on the op~ 

x Walfing, p. 75• Heming. vol. i. p. 163. 
Y Walling. p. 76. T. Wykes, p. 11.7. Heming. vol. i. p. I6j', 164,~~ 

165. Trivet, p. 3131 fays only zo)~oo. M. Weft, p. •43 r, fays 401ooo. 
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polite banks; and difl:inguiihing the Scottiih chief, as c H A P. 

11 b h. . ft. b h . "d .n.· . f XIII. 
We y 1s maJe tc port, as y t e mtrep1 al:liVIty o '-...r--1 

his behaviour, called out to him, and defired a iliort coo- .u~s. 

ference. He here reprefented toW al]aca the fruitlefs and 

ruinous enterprize in which he was engaged ; and ende'\_-

VCI,&red to bend his inflexible fpirit to fubmiffion under 

fuperior power and fuperior fortune : He infifl:ed on the 

UDequal contefr between a weak fiate, deprived of its 

bead and agitated by inteftine difcord, and a mighty na-

tiQn, conduCted by the ableft and moft martial monarch of 

the age, and poffeffed of every refource either for pro-

t.racHng the war, or fur pulhing it with vigour and aCti-

vity: If the love of his country were his motive for per

f.everance, his obfiinacy tended only to prolong her mifery 1 

if he CC\rried his views to private grandeur and ambition, 

he might refleCt, that, even if Edward 1hould withdraw 

his armies, it appeared from pafi: expcriencet that fo 

tnany haughty nobles, proud of the pre-eminence of their 

families, would never fubmit to perfonal merit, whoie 

fuperiority they were lefs inclined to regard as an object: 

of ;~dmiration; than as a reproach and injury to them-

felves. To thefe exhortations Wallace replied~ that, if 

}J.e had hitherto aCted alone, as the champion of his coun-

try, it was folely becaufe no fecond or competitor, or 

what he rather wifhed, no leader had yet appeared to 

plac;e himfelf in that honourable ftation: That the blame 

lay entirely on the ~pbility, and chiefly on Bruce him• 

(elf, who, uniting perfonal merit to dignity of family, 

had erted the poft, which both nature and fortune, 

by ucb pow rful calls, invited hiq1 to affume: That the 

Scots, poffelfed of fuch a head, would, by their unani-

mity and concord, have furmounted the chief difficulty 

under which they now laboured, and might hope-, not

withfianding th~ir prefent lo[es, to oppofe fuccefsfully all 

e power and abilities of !~w r That Heaven itfelf 

VoL. II. X could 
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C H A P. could not fet a more glorious prize before the eyes either 
XIII. b' . h . . . b' .n h ~of virtue or am 1t10n, t an to JOlll 111 one o ~e~L, t e ac-
u9S. quifition of royalty with the defence of national inde

pendance: And that as the intere!ts of his country, more 
than thofe of a brave man, could never be fincerely cul
tivated by a facrifice of liberty, he himfelf was determined, 
as far as poffible, to prolong, not her mifery, but her free
dom, and was defirous, that his own life, as well as the 
exifience of the nation, might terminate, when they could 
no otherwife be preferved than by receiving the chains 
of a haughty viCtor. The gallantry of thefe fentiments, 
though delivered by an armed enemy, frruck the generous 
mind of Bruce : The flame was conveyed from the breafl: 
of one hero to that of another:. He repented of his engage
ments with Edward; and opening his eyes to the honour
able path, pointed out to him by Wallace, fecretly de
termined to feize the firfr opportunity of embracing the 
caufe, however defperate,. of his oppreffed country z. 

ru~ 

th 
u 99 , THE fubjeB:ion of Scotland, notwithfl:anding this great: ~ 

viCtory of Edward, was not yet entirely completed. The m 
Englilh army, after reducing the fouthern provinces,. 
was obliged to retire for want 0f provifions; and left the 
northern counties in the hands of the uatives. The 
Scots, no lefs enraged at their prefent defeat, than elated 
by their p~fl: viCtories, ftill maintained the contefr fox: 
liberty;_ but being fully fenfible of th~ great infer.iori-
y of their force, they endeavoured, by applications to 

foreign courts, to procure to themfelves wme affiilance. 
The fupplications of the Scottifh minifters were rejeCl:ed 
by Philip; but were more fuccefsful with the court of 
Rome. Boniface, pleafed with an occafion of exerting. 

~ This flory i i told by all the Scotch writers ; though it mufr be owned 
:hat Trivet and Hemingford, authors of good credit, both agree that Brucc 
was .not at that time in ::Edward'a army. 
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his authority; wrote a letter to Edward, exhorting him c H A P. 

to put a ftop to his oppreffions on Scotland, and difplay-~ 
ing all the proofs, fuch as they had probably been fur- J1o6 • 

. • 11.. d h" b h S h 1 • Scotland 
mme 1m y t e cots t emfe ves, for the anc1ent in- again fub .. 

<lependance of that kingdom a~ Among other arguments, ducd. 

hinted at above, he mentioned the treaty conduCted and 

finilhed by Edward himfelf, for the marriage of his fort 

with the heirefs of Scotland; a treaty which would have 

been abfurd, had he been fuperior lord of the kingdom, 

and had poffeffed by the feudal law the right of difpofing 

of his ward in marriage. He mentioned feveral other 

fhiking faas, which fell within the compafs of Edward's 

own knowledge; particularly, that Alexander, when he 

did homage to the king, openly and exprefsly declared in 

his prefertce, that he fwore fealty not for his crown, but 

for the lands which he held in England : And the pope's 

letter niight have paffed for a reafonable one, ltad he not 

fubjoined his own claim to be liege lord of Scotland; a 
Claim which had not once been heard of, but which; 

with a fingular confidence, he afferted to be full, entire, 

and derived from the mofi remote antiquity. The affirm-

ative fiyle, which had been fo fuecefsful with him and 

his predeceffors in fpiritual contefrs, was never before 

abufed after a more egregious manner in any civil contro-

verfy. 

THE reply, which Edward made to Boniface's letter, 

contains particulars, no Iefs fin gular and remarkable b. He 

there proves. the fuperiority of England by hifiorical faas, 

deduced from the period of Brutus, the Trojan, who, he 

{aid, founded die Britilh monarchy in the age of Eli and 

8amuel : He fupports his pofition by all the events which 

paffed in the ifland before the arrival of the Romans : 

And after laying great firefs on the extenfive domi11ion$ 

a Rymer, vo1. ii. p. 844• b' Ibid. p. 86j. 
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c H A P. and heroic viCtories of king Arthur, he vouchfafes at lafi: 
~to defccnd to the time of Edward the elder, with which, 

13or. in his fpeech to the fiates of Scotland, he had chofen to 
begin his claim of fuperiority. He afferts it to be a faB:, 
notorious and confirmed by the ·records of antiquity, that the 
Engliili monarchs had often conferred the kingdom of 
Scotland on their own fu bjeB:s ; had dethroned thefe 
yafTal kings when unfaithful to them; and had fubfiituted 
others in their fiead. He difplays with great pomp the 
full and complete homage which William had done to 
Henry II.; without mentioning the formal abolition of 
that extorted deed by king Richard, and the renunciation of 
all future claims of the fame nature. Yet this paper he 
begins with a folemn appeal to the Almighty, the fearcher 
of hearts, for his own firm perfuafton of the jufiice of his 
claim ; and no lcfs than a hundred and four barons, 
a!lembled in parliament at Lincoln, concur, in main .. 
taining before the pope, under their feals, the validity of 
thefe pretenftons c. At the fame time, however, they 
take care to inform Boniface, that, though they had j uf
tified their caufe before him, they did not acknowledge 
him for their judge: The crown of England was free 
and fovereign: They had fworn to maintain all its royal 
prerogatives, and would never permit the king himfelf, 
were he willing, to relinquiih its independancy. 

1 3o:.. THAT neglea, almofi total, of truth and j ufiice, 
which fovcreign fiates difcover in their tranfaB:ions with 
each other, is an evil univerfal and inveterate; is one great 
fourcc of the mifery to which the human race is conti
nually expofed; and it may be doubted, whether in many 
infianccc: it be found in the end to contribute to the in
terefis of thofe princes themfelves, who thus facrifice 

c R:·mer, vol. ii. P• 873• Walfin • p. 85. Heming. vol. i, P• 186. 
T.rl>:!r, p. 330. M. Weft. p. 1 t-3• 
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their integrity to their politics. As few monarchs have C H A P• 

1 . d a . . 1 1 . . 1 X1H. 
am un er nronger temptations to VJO ate t 1e pnnc1p esl.....-v--J 

of equity, than Edward in his tranfatl:ions with Scotland; 1 3°::• 

fo never were they violated with lefs fcruple and referve : 

Yet his advantages were hitherto precarious and uncer-

tain; and the Scots, once roufed to arms and enured to 

war, began to appear a formidable enemy, even to this 

military and ambitious monarch, They chafe John Sco.tland 

Cummin for their regent; and not content with main-~!~;:. re

taining their independance in the northern parts, they 

made incurfions into the fouthern counties, which, Ed-

ward imagined, he had totally fubdued. John de Se-

grave, whom he had left guardian of Scotland, led an 

army to oppofe them; and lying at Roflin near Edin- 1303, 

burgh, fent out his forces in three divifions, to provide 2.4th Fell, 

themfelves with forage and fubfifience from the neigh

bourhood. One party was fuddenly attacked by the re-

gent and Sir Simon Frafer; and being unprepared, was 

immediately routed and purfued with great !laughter. 

The few that efcaped, flying to the fecond divifion, gave 

warning of the approach of the enemy: The foldiers ran 

to their arms : And were immediately led on to take 

revenge for the death of their countrymen. The Scots, 

elated with the advantage already obtained, made a vigo-
rous impreffion upon them: The Englilh, animated with 

a thirfr of vengeance, maintained a fl:out refifl:ance: The 

victory was long undecided between them; but at laft de-

clared itfelf entirely in favour of the former, who broke 

the Englifi1, and chaced them to the third divifion, now 

advancing with a hafl:y march to fupport their difireffed 

companions. Many of the Scots had fallen in the two 

firfi actions ; moft of them were wounded ; and all of 

them extremely fatigued by the long continuance of the 

.c;:ombat ; Yet were they fo tranfported with fuccefs and 

X 3 military 
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C H A P. military rage, that, having fuddenly recovered their order, 
XIII. d . ' r ·11 f h . . h h fi '} '---v---1 an armmg tne 10 owcrs o t e1r camp wxt t e pots 
~3°3· of the flaughtered enemy, they drove with fury upon 

the ranks of the difmayed Englifh. The favourable mo
ment decided the battk ; which the Scots, had they met 
with a fteady refiftance, were not long able to maintain: 
The Englifh were chaced off the field : Three viCtories 
were thus gained in one day d : And the renown of thefe 
great exploits, feconded by the favourable difpofitions of 
the people, foon made the regent mafter of all the fort
reffes in the fouth; and it became neceffary fo.r ~dward 
to begin anew the conqueft of the kingdom. 

THE king prepared himfelf for this enterprize with hi~ 
1,1fual vigour and abilities. He affembled both a great fleet 
and a great army; and entering the frontiers of Scotland, 
appeared with a force, which the enemy could not think 
of refifting in the open field: The Englifh navy, which 
failed along the coafr, fecured the army from any danger 
of famine: Edward's vigilance preferved it from fur
prizes : And by this prudent difp,ofition they marched 
victorious from one extremity of the kingdom to the 
other, ravaging the open country, reducing all the 
caftles e, and receiving the fubmiffions of all the no
bility, even thofe of Cummin ~he regent. The mofl: 
obfrinate refifi:ance was made by the cafHe of Brechin, 
defended by Sir Thomas Maule; and the place opened: 
not its gates, till the death of the governor, by dif
~ouraging the garrifon, obliged them to fubmit to the 

isagain fub- fate, which had overwhelmed the refi: of the kinD'dom. 
~.~ed. Wallace, thpugh he attended the Englifu army i;; their 

march, found but few opportunities of fignalizing tha~ 
valour, wh~c~ had ~ormerly made him fo terrible to his 
enemies. 

si ~eming, v<?l• i, p. i97• e Ibid. p. ~05· 
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Epw ARD, having completed his conque:fl, which em- c H A P. 

I d h. d . h r. f XI!l. 
p oye 1m unng t e tpace o near two years, now un- "---v---J 

dertook the more difficult work of fettling the country, 1304, 

of eftablilhing a new form of government, and of making 

his acquifition durable to the crown of England. He 

feems to have carried matters to extremity againfr the 

natives : He abrogated all the Scottilh Jaws and cufioms f: 

He endeavoured to fubfritute the Englifh in their place: 

He entirely razed or defrroyed all the monuments pf an

tiquity: Such records or hifiories as·had efcaped his for

mer fearch were now burnt or difperfed: i).nd he hafrened? 

by too precipitate freps, to abolilh entirely the Scottifh 

name, and to fink it finally in the Eogliih. 

Enw A.B..D, howeverl) frill deemed fiis favourite conqueft 13os, 

expofed to fome danger, fo long as Wallace was alive; 

and being prompted both by revenge and policy, he em-

ployed every art to difcover his retreat, and become 

mafier of his perfon. At Jaft, that hardy warrior, who 

was determined, amidft the univerfal flavery of his 

countrymen, frill to maintain his independancy, was 

betrayed into Edward's hands by Sir John Monteith, his 

friend, whom he had made acquainted with the place Qf 
his concealment. The king, whofe natural bravery and 

magnanimity ihould have induced him to refpeCl: like 

qualities in an enemy, enraged at fome aels of violence 

~ommitted by Wallace during the fury of war, refolved to 

overawe the Scots by an example of feverity: He order-

e<;l Wallace to be carried in chains to London ; to be :a 3d Auguft. 

tried as a rebel and traitor, though he had never made 

fubmiffions or fworn fealty to England; and to be exe-

cuted o~ Tower-hill. This was the unworthy fate of a 

hero, who, through a courfe of many years, had, with 

fj~nal conduCt, intrepidity, and perfeverance, defend~d, 

f Ryley, p. so6, 

X-4 
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C H A P.ag:ainfl: a public and oppreffive enemy, the liberties of hi xm. . 
~native country. 

l3°5· BuT the barbarous policy of Edward failed C?f the pur-

tj06. 
Robert 
B1uce. 

pole to which it was directed. The Scots, already 
difgufred at the great innovations introduced by the fword 
of a conqueror into their laws and government, were 
farther enraged at the inj ufl:ice and cruelty exerci fed upon 
Wallace; and all the envy, which, during his life-time, 
had attended that gallant chief, being now buried in 
his grave, he was univerfally regarded as the champion 
of Scotland, and the patron of her expiring independ
ancy. The people, inflamed with refentment, were every 
where difpofed to rife againfl: the Engliili government; 
and it was not long ere a new and more fortunate leader 
prefented himfelf, who conducted them to liberty, to 
victory, and to vengeance, ' , ' 

RoBERT BRucE, gr~ndfon of that Robert, who had 
been one of the competitors for the crown, had fucceed
ed, by his grandfather's and father's death, to all their 
rights; and the demife ' of John Baliol, together with 
the captivity of Edward, eldefr fon of that prince, 
fcemed to open a full career to the genius and ambition 
of this young nobleman. He faw, that the Scots, when 
the title to their crown had expired in the males of 
their ancient royal family, had been divided into parties 
nearly equal between the houfes of Brucc and Baliol; 
and that every incident, whi@h had fir.ce happened, 
had tended to wean them from any attachment to the 
latter. The flcnder capacity of John had proved un
able to defend them againfr their enemies: He had 
meanly refigncd his crown into the hands of the con
queror: He had, before his deliverance from captivity, 
re-iterated that refignat ion in a manner feemingly volun
tary ; and had in that deed thro'tvn out many refleCtions 

. extremely 
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~xtremely difhonourable to his ancient fubjetts, whom heC H A P • 

. publicly ,called traitors, ruffians, and rebels, and with~ 

.whom, he declared, he was determined to mamtain no J3o6. 

farther correfpondence b : He had, during the time of hi$ 

exile, adhered fl:riCtly to that refolution; and his fon, 

being a priioner, feemed ill qualified to revive the rights, 

now fully abandoned, of his family. Bruce therefore 

hoped, that the Scots, [o long expofed, from the want 

of a leader, to the oppreffions of their enemies, would 

unanimoufly fly to his ftandard, and would feat him on 

the vac:1.nt throne, to which he brought fuch plaufible 

pretenflons. f!is afpiring fpirit, inflamed by the fervor 

of youth, and buoyed up by his natural courage, faw 

the glory alone of the enterprize., or regarded the prodi-

gious difficijlties, which attended it, as the fource only of 

farther glory. The miferies and oppreffions, which he-

had beheld his countrymen fuffer in their unequal con-

tdl:; the repeated defeats and misfortunes, which they 

had undergone; proved to him fo many incentives to 

bring them rdief, and conduCt them to vengeance againfi: 

~he hau6hty vicror. T}Je circumfl:ances, which attend-

ed Bruce~s firfl: declaration, are varioufly related ; but we 

fl1all rather f~llow the ;cco~nt given by the Scotti!h hif-

torians; not that their authority is in general any-wife · 

compar~ble to that of the Eng1i!h; but becaufe they may 

be [~.;ppofcd fometimes better informed concerning faB:s, 

which fo nearly interefied their own nation. , 

BR UCE, \\ ho had long harboured in his breafl: the 

defign of fre~?ing his enflaved country, ventured at lafi to 

open his mind to John Cummin, a powerful nobleman, 

with whom he lived in.f!ricrintimacy. He found his friend, 

as he imagined, fully poifefTed with the fame fentiments i 
and he needed to employ no arts of perfudion to make 

him embrace the reiolution of throwing off, on the ~dl f•-

h B1ady•s hift, vol. ii, App. No, '1.7• 
vourable 
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C H A P. vourable opportunity, the ufurped dominion of the Eng-xnr. l'lh B d B '---v----' 1 • ut on the eparture of ruce, who attended 

J3o6. Edward to London, Cummin, who either had all along 
diffembled with him, or began to refleCt: more coolly in his 
abfence on the defperate nature of th~ undertaking, re .. 
folved to atone for his crime in affenting to this rebel
lion, by the merit of revealing the fecret to the king of 
~ngland. Edward did not immediately commit Bruce to 
~ufi:ody ; becaufe he intended, at the fame time, to feize 
his three brothers, who refided in Scotland; and he con
tented himfelf with fecretly fetting fpies upon him, and 
ordering all his motions to be fi:ricHy watched. A noble
man of Edward's court, Bruce's intimate friend, wa~ 
apprized of his danger; but not daring, amid!l: fo many 
jealous eyes, to hold any converfation with him, he 
fell on an expedient to give him warning, that it was 
full time he 1hould make his efcape. He fent him, by a 
fervant, a pair of gilt fpurs and a purfe of gold, which 
he pretended to have borrowed from him; and left it to 
the fagacity of his friend to difcover the meaning of the 
prefent. Bruce immediately contrived the means of his 
efcape ; and as the ground was at that time covered with 
{now, he had the precaution, it is faid, to order his 

· horfes to be fuod with their fhoes inverted, that he 
might deceive thofe, who fhould track his path over the 
open fields or crofs roads, through which he purpofed tG 
travel. He arrived in a few days at Dumfries in An
nandale, the chief feit of his family interefi:; and he 
happily found a great number of the Scottifu nobility 
there affembled, and among the refr, John Cummin, his 
former affociate. 

~h Feb. ... THE noblemen were a!l:onilhed at the appearance of \ Bruce' among them; and frill more when he difcovered 
\ to them the objeCt: of his journey. He told them, that he 

was come to live er die wit! them in defence of the li
~ertie~ 
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llerties of his country, and hoped, with their affifiance, c H A P. 

d h S 'fu f 11 h . d' . . XIII. 

to re eem t e cott1 name rom a t e m 1gmt1es, '-...r--J 

which it had fo long fuffered from the tyranny of their 13oj. 

imperious mafiers: That the facrifice of the rights of his 

family was the fidl: injury, which had prepared the way 

for their enfuing flavery; and by refuming them, which 

was his firm purpofe, he orened to them the joyful pro-

(peCl: of recovering from the fraudulent ufurper their an-

~ient and hereditary independance: That all pail: misfor-

~unes had proceeded from their difunion; a~d they would 

foon ~ppear no lefs formidable th~p of old to their ene• 

mies, if they now peigned to follow into the field their 

~ightful prince~ who knew no medium between death 

and viel:ory: That their mountains and their valour, 

which had, quring fo many ag~s, proteCl:ed their liberty 

from all the efforts of the Roman ~mp~re, would fiill be 

(ufficient, were they worthy of their generous ancefl:ors, 

~o defend them againfi the utmoft violence of the Eng-

~i~ tyrant; That it was unbe~oming men, born to the 

~oft ancient independance known in Europe~ to fubmit 

to the will of a~y mafiers; but fatal to receive thofe, 

who, peing irritated by fuch p~rfevering refiftance~ and 

inflamed wit~ the higheft a~imofity, would never deem 

thtmfelves fecure in ~heir ufurped dominion but by ex

~erminating all the ancient nobility, and even all the 

ancient i~habitants: And that, being reduced to this 

defper~te ~xtremity, ~t were better for them at once to 

peri1h, like brave men, with fwords in their hands, than 

~o dre~d long, and at ]aft undergo, the fate of the unfor-

tunate Wallace, whofe merits, in the brave and obfii-

~ate defence of his ~ountry, were finally rewarded by 

the ha~ds of an ~ngliili executioner. 

THE fpirit with which this di~courfe was delivered, 

~he bold fentiments which it conveyed, the novelty of 

~Jr~c~'~ declaration, affi.fted b,f ~e graces of his youth 
- and 
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c H A P. and manly deportment, made deep imprcffion on the ~minds of his audience, and rouzed all thofe principles of 

13o6. indignation and revenge, with which they had long been 
fecretly aCtuated. The Scotti!h nobles declared their 
unanimous refolution to ufe the utmoft efforts in deliver· 
jng their country from bondage, and to fecond the cou .. 
rage of Bruce, in afTerting his and their undoubted rights, 
againft their common oppreffors. Cummin alone, who 
had fecrctly taken his mcafures with the king, oppofed 
this general determination; and by reprefenting the great 
power of England, governed by a prince of fuch uncom .. 
mon vigour and abilities, he endeavoured to fet before 
them the certain defiruCtion, which they muft expect, 
if they again violated their oaths of fealty, and lhook 
off their allegiance to the viCtorious Edward i. Bruce, 
already apprized of his treachery, and forefeeing the cer
tain failure of all his own fchemes of ambition and 
glory from the oppoution of fo potent a leader, took 
immediately his refolution; and moved partly by refent
ment, partly by policy, followed Cummin on the diffo
lution of the afTembly, attacked him in the cloyfiers of 
the Grey Friars through which he pailed, and running 
him through the body, left him for dead. Sir Thomas 
Kirkpatric, one of Bruce's friends, a!king him foon after, 
if the traitor were !lain; I believe fa, replied Bruce. .And 
is that a matter, cried Kirkpatric, to be left to conjeflure? 
lwil!fecure him. Upon which he drew his dagger, ran 
to Cummin, and fiabbed him to the heart. This deed 
of Bruce and his affociates, which contains circumftances 
juftly condemned by our prefent manners, vvas regarded 
in that age, as an efFort of manly vigour and jufl: policy. 
The family of Kirkpatric took for the crcft of their 
arms, which they fiill wear, a hand with a bloody dag-
er; and chofe for the· r mott'o tbde words, I will ficurc 

! ·.,f. Wefl. P· 4: 3· 
him ; 
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him; the expreffion employed by their ancefl:or, when he C R A P • 
. 

1 ..o.· ~ xur. 
executed that v1o ent aLLIOn. "--v---1 

THE murder of Cummin affixed the feal to the confpi- Ilo6. 
. Third revolt 

racy of the Scottdh nobles : They had now no refource of Scotland, 

left but to fluke off the yoke of England, or tb perifu 
in the attempt : The genius of the nation rouzed itfelf 
from its prefent dejeCtion: And Bruce, flying to different 
quarters, excited his partizans to arms, attacked with 
fuccefs the difperfed bodies of the Engliih, got poffeffion 
of many of the cafl:les, and having made his authority 
be acknowledged in mo£1: parts of the kingdom, was fo-
lemnly crowned and inaugurated in the abbey of Scone 
by the bifhop of St. Andrews, who had zealoufly em-
braced his caufe. The Engliih were again chafed out 
of the king;dom, except fuch as took ihelter in the for-
treifes that ftill remained in their hands ; and Edward 
found, that the Scots, twice conquered in his reign, and 
often defeated, mufr yet be anew fubdued. Not difcou-
raged with thefe unexpeCted difficulties, he fent Aymer 
de Valence with a conficlerable force into Scotland to 
check the progrefs of the malcontents; and that nobleman 
falling unexpectedly upon Bruce at Methven in Pcrthfhire, 
threw his army into fuch diforder, as ended in a total 
defeat k. Bruce fought with the moft heroic courage, 
was thrice difmounted in the accion, and as often reco-
vered himfelf; but was at lafr obliged to yield to fuperior 
fortune, and take ihelter, with a few followers, !. the 
wdl:ern ifies. The earl of Athole, Sir Simon Frafer, 
and Sir Chrifiopher Seton, who had been taken prifoners, 
were ordered by Edward to be executed as rebels and 
traitors 1• Many other acts of rigour were exercifed by Jj07o 

him ; and that prince, vowing revenge againfr the whole 
Scottiili nation, whom he deemed incorrigible in their 
averfion to his government, affembled a grc:at army, and 

k Walfing. p. 91. Heming. vol. i. p. uz, u3. Tri\et, p. 344• 
l Hemin~, vol. i. P• ~~3· M, Weft. p. H~• 

was 
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c HA P. was preparing to enter the frontiers, fecure of fuccef'e, 
~and determined to make the defencelefs Scots the viCl:im:i 

r1o7. of his feverity; when he unexpeCl:edly fickened and died 
lJt:a~~ly, near Carlifie; enjoining with his lafi: breath his fon and 

fucceffor to profecute the enterprize, and never to defift 
till he had finally fubdued the kingdom of Scotland. He 
expired in the fixty-ninth year of his age, and the thirty
fifth of his reign, hated by his neigh bouts, but extremely 

and tlarac- refpeCl:ed and rev~red by ~is own fubj~Cl:s •. 
te r or th~ THE enterpnzes, fimfhed by th1s pnnce, and the 
M-lng. projeCts, which he formed and brought near to a con-

clufion, were more prudent, more regularly conduCl:ed, 
and more advantageous to the folid intereih of his king
corn, than thofe which were undertaken in any reign either 
of his anceftors or his fucceffors. He reftored authority 
to the government, difordered by the weaknefs of his fa
ther ; he maintained the laws againft all the efforts of his 
turbulent barons; he fully annexed to his crown the 
principality of Wales; he took many wife and vigor
ous meafures for reducing Scotland to a like condition~ 
and though the equity of this latter enterprize may rea .. 
fonably be quefiioned, the circumftances of the two king .. 
doms promifed futh certain fuccefs, and the advantage 
was fo vifible of uniting the whole ifland under one head, 
that thofe who give great indulgence to teafons of ftate 
in the meafures of princes, will not be apt to regard this 
part of his conduCt with much feverity.o But Edward, 
howe-ver exceptionable his charaB:er may appear on the 
head of j uftice; is the model of a politic and warlike 
king: He poffeffed indufl:ry, penetration, courage, vigi• 
lance, and enterprize: He was frugal in all expences that 
were not nece.ffary; he knew how to open the public 
treafures on a proper occafion ; he punifhed criminals 
with feverity; he was gracious and affable to his fervants 
and courtiers; and being of a majefl:ic figure, expert in 

4 ~~ 

·,IJn 

d 

m. 

ttl 

JUt 

to 

fr 



EDvVARD I. 

all military exercifes, and in the main well-proportioned C H A P. 

. h' 1' b . hft d' XIII m 1s 1m s, notwit an mg the great length and the~ 

fmallnefs of his legs, he was as well qualified to capti- 13o7. 

vate the populace by his exterior appearance, as to gain 

the approbation of men of fenfe by his more folid vir-

tues. 
BuT the chief advantage, which the people of Eng- MifcelJane. 

1 d d d 11'11 · fj h . fous tranfac-
an reape , an ni contmue to reap, rom t e reign o t ions of this 

this great prince, was the correction, extenfion, amend-reign. 

ment, and eftabliiliment of the laws, which Edward 

maintained in great vigour, and left much improved to 

pofierity: For the acts of a wife legi.flator commonly re-

main; while the acquifitions of a conqueror often peri1h 

with him. This merit has jufily gained to Edward the 

appellation of the Engli£h J uftinian. Not only the nu-

merous ftatutes, paffed in his reign, touch the chief 

points of jurifprudence, and, according to Sir Edward 

Coke m, truly deferve the name of eflablilhments, becaufe 

they were more conflant, flanding, and durable laws than 

any made fince; but the regular order, maintained in his 

adminiftration, gave an opportunity to the common law 

to refine itfelf,. and brought the judges to a certainty in 
their determinations, and the lawyers to a precifion in 

their pleadings. Sir Matthew Hale has remarked the fud-

4len improvement of Englifh law during this reign; and 

ventures to affert, that, till his own time, it had never re-

~eived any confiderable encreafe n. Edward fettled the 

jurifdiction of the feveral courts ;- firft eflablilhed the 

office of juftice of peace; abftained from the practice, too 

~ommon before him, of interrupting juftice by mandates 

from the privy-council 0 ; repreffed robberies, and dif-

orders; 

m Jnfii'tute, p. 156. n Hiftory of the Entlilh law, P• I 58. 1'3· 
• A1ticuli fuper Cart. cap. 6. Edwarii enatled a law to thi~ purpofe; hut 

it is doubtful, whether he CYer obfcrve<i it. We ar• fure that fcarcel.y any nf 
hi$ 
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C _!?T_Ar P. orders P; enco~raged trade by giving merchants an eaf.y . 

.1'.11 • 

"---y---) method of recovering their debts q ; and, in fhort, intro-
1307· duccd a new face of things by the vigour and wifclom of 

his adminifiration. As law began now to be well efia-
. blifhed, the abufc of that blcffing began alfo to be re
marked. Infi:ead of their former affociations for rob
bery and viole11ce, men entered into formal combinations 
to fupport ~each other in Iaw-fuits; and it was found 
requiiite to check this iniquity by act of parliament r. 

THERE happened in this reign a confiderablc alteration 
ip the execution of the laws : The king abo]ifhed the 
office of chief jufiiciary, which, he thought, poffeffed too 
much power, and was dangerous to the crowns : He 
completed the divifion of the court of exchequer into four 
difiinB: courts, which managed, each, its feveral branch, 
without dependance on any one magi{hate; and as the 
lawyers afterwards invented a method, by means of their 
fictions, of carrying bufinefs from one court to another, 
the feveral courts became rivals and checks to each other; 
a circumfiance \Vhich tended much to improve the prac
tice of the law in England. 

BuT though Edward appeared thus, throughout his whole 
reign, a friend to law and j ufiicc, it cannot be f.1id, that 
he was an enemy to arbitrary power; and in a govern
ment more regular and legal than was that of England in 
his age, fuch pra0ices,' as thofe which may be remarked 
in his adminiHration, ·would have given fufEcient ground 
of complaint, and fometimcs were c en in his age he 

his furceflors did. TJ.e multi:udeoftbefe letters of proteuion were the ~n1und 
cf a ccmplaint by thecommonsin3 Edward II. See Ryley, p. 525. This 
1'1:1C1rce 1s d~.;clareJ We~d by the !l~tute of Northampton p.dTc::d in.the fecend 
of Edw r.i IH. but it flill cnntinued, like many other abuf<:s. There are in• 
fiances of it fo h ~ as the reign of queen Elizabeth. 

P Statu~e of Wintcn, q Statute of Atlon llJrnP.l. 
• ,.t 1 ute of co .. f~ir~t\11 s. t Spelman, CL a: in vc1 bo jtjiicia ·i~ts. 

C1l~ re\ bifr, d :H! I:xd,eqn<!r, p. 8., 
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EDWARD 1. 

t>bjeCl: of general difpleafure. The violent pi under and C H A P. 

banifhment of the Jews; the putting of the whole clergy,~ 
at once, and by an arbitrary edict, out of the protection 1307, 

of law; the feizing of all the wool and leather of the king-

dom; the heightening of the impofitions on the former 

valuable commodity; the new and illegal commiffion ,of 

Trailbafl:on ; . the taking of all the money and plate of mo-

nafl:eries and churches, even before he had any quarrel 

with the clergy; the fubjeB:ing of every man poffeifed 

of twenty pounds a year to military fervice, though not 

bound to it by his tenure; his vifible reluctance to confirm 

the great charter, as if that conceffion had no validity 

from the deeds of his predecetTors; the captious claufe 

wh:ch he at lafl: annexed to his confirmation; his pro-

curing of the pope's difpenfation fr,om the oaths which he 

had taken to obferve that charter; and his levying of tal-

liages at difcretion even after the fl:atute, or rather charter, 

by which he had renounced that prerogative ; thefe are fo 

many demonfhations of his arbitrary difpofition, and prove 

with what exception and referve we ought to celebrate his 

love of juflice. He took care that his fubjects fhould do 

jufiice to each other; but he defired always to have his 

own hands free in all his tranfaCtions, both with them 

and with his neighbours. 

THE chief obflacle to the execution of jufrice in thofe 

times was the power of the great barons ; and Ed

ward was perfectly qualified, by his character and abili

ties, for keeping thefe tyrants in awe, and refiraining 

their illegal practices. This falutary purpofe was accor· 

dingly the great object of his attention; yet was he im ... 

prudently led into a meafure which tended to encreafe and 

confirm their dangerous authority. He paffed a ftatute, 

which, by allowing them to entaH their efiates, made it 

impraCticable to diminiili the property of the great fami-

Vor.. II. Y lies, 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 
c H A P.lies, and left them every means of encreafe and acquifr. xm .. 
'---v---' twn t. 

~'l07• Enw ARD obfervcd a contrary policy with regard to 
the church: He feems to have been the firfi Chriftian 
prince that p'affed a ftatute of mortmain; and prevented 
by law the clergy from making new acquifitions of lands, 
which by the ecclefiafiical canons they were for ever pro41 
hibited from alienating. The oppofition between his 
maxims with regard· to the nohility and to tbeecclefiafrics,. 
leads us to conjeCture, that it was only by ch'ance he paffed 
the beneficial fi:atute of mortmain, and that his fole ob
Jea was, to maintain the number of knights• fees,. and to 
prevent the fuperiors from being defrauded of the profits 
ofwardlhip, martiage, livery, and other emoluments arif
rng from the feudal tenures. This i$ indeed the reafon 
affigned in the Hatute itfelf,. an·d appears to have been his 
real objea in enad:ing it.. The author of the annals o~ 
Waverly afcribes this act chiefly to the king's anxiety for 
maintaining the military force of the kingdom; but adds 
that he was miftaken in his purpofe ; for that the Ama
lekites were overcome more by the prayers of Mofes than 
by the fword of the Ifraelites u. The fratute of mort
main was often evaded afterwards by the invention of. 
Ujes.-

Enw ARD was atl:ive in refl:raining the ufurpations of 
the church; and excepting his ardour for Cruf&1des, which 
adhered to him during his whole life, feems, in other re
fpeB:s, to have been little i11fected with fuperfiition, the 
vice chief!y of weak minds. But the paffion for Crufades 
was really in that age the paffion for glory. As the pope 
now felt himfelf foniewhat more refirained in his former 
praCt:ice of pillaging the feveral churches in Europe, by 

t Br•dy of.B'orout;h, p •. 25, fwm the records. 
u P. 2:).}• See alfo M. Wefi, P• 409. 

laying 



EDWARD I. 

iaying impofitions upon them, he permitted the generalsC H A P. 

of particular orders, who refided at Rome, to levy taxes~ 
on the convents fubjeeted to their jurifdiction; and Ed- 1307o 

ward was obliged to enact a law againft this new abufe. 

It was alfo become a practice of the court of Rome to 

provide fucceffors to benefices before they became vacant: 

Edward found it likewife neccffary to prevent by law this 

fpecies of inj uftice. 

THE tribute of to6o marks a year, to "Which king 

John, in doing homage to the pope, had fubjeB:ed the 

kingdom, had been pretty regularly paid fince his time, 

thougli the vaffalage was confl:antly denied, and indeed; 

for fear of giving offence, had been but little infifi.ed on. 

The payment was called by a new name of renfus, not by 

that of tribute. King Edward feetns to have always paid 

this money with great reluCtance, and he fuffered the ar

rears, at one time, to run on fot fix years w, at another 

for eleven x : But as ptinces in that age flood continu

ally in need of the pope's good offices, for difpenfations 

of marriage and for other conteffions, the court of Rome 

always found tneans, fooner or later, to catch the money. 

The levying of firfl:-fruits was alfo a new device, begun 

in this reign, by which his holinefs thru£1: his fingers very 

frequently into the purfes of the faithful; and the king 

feems to have unwarily given way to it. 

IN the former reign, the taxes had been partly fcu

tages, partly fuch a proportional part of the moveables, 

as was granted by parliament: In this, fcutages were en

tirely dropped ; and the affeffment on moveables was the 

chief method of taxation. Ed ward in his fourth year had 

a fifteenth granted him ; in his fifth year a twelfth ; in 

his eleventh year a thirtieth from the laity, a twentieth 

from the clergy; in his eighteenth year a fifteenth i 1n 

Rymer, \'ol ii, p. 77• 107. x Id. P• 86z, 
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c ~Ifr. P. his twenty-fecond year a tenth from the laity, a fixth from 
~London and other corporate towns, half of their benefices 

1 3°7· from the clergy; in his twenty-third year an eleventh 
from the barons and others, a tenth from the clergy, a 
feventh from the burgefTes; in his twenty-fourth year a 
twelfth from the barons and others, an eighth from the 
burgelfes, from the clergy, nothing, becaufe of the pope's 
inhibition; in his twenty-fifth year an eighth from the 
laity, a tenth from the clergy of Canterbury, a fifth from 
thofe of York; in his twenty-ninth year a fifteenth from 
the laity, on account of his confirming the perambulations 
of the forefis ; the clergy granted nothing; in his thirty
third year, firfl: a thirtieth from the barons and others, 
and a twentieth from the burgcffes, then a fifteenth from 
all his fubjetl:s; in his thirty-fourth year a thirtieth from 
all his fubjeB:s for knighting his eldefl: fon. 

THESE taxes were moderate ; but the king had alfo 
duties upon exportation and importation granted him 
from time to time: The heaviefl: were commonly upon 
wool. Poundage, or a :lhillin6 a pound, was not 
regularly granted the kings for life ill the reign of 
Henry V. 

IN I 296, the famous mercantile fociety, called the 
ll1erchant Adventuret·s, had its firfi: origin : lt was infri
tutcd for the improvement of the woollen manufacture, 
and the vending of the cloth abroad, particularly at Ant
werp Y. For ~he Englifh at this time fcarcely thought of 
any more difrant commerce. 

THIS king granted a charter or declaration of protec
tion and privileges to foreign merchants, and alfo afcer
tained the cuftoms er duti:?s which thofe merchants were 
in return to pay on-merchandize imported and exported. 
He promifed them fccurity; allowed them a jury on 

Y Anderfon's hit.ory of commc:rce1 vul. i, ~· IJ7• 
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EDWARD I. 

trials, confifiing half of natives, half of foreio-ners; and C H A p, 

. d h . 11_• • • L d c b . XIII. 
appomte t em a JUnlCiary m on on 10r their protec- "---v---J 

tion. But notwithfranding this fecming attention to fo- IF7· 

reign merchants, Edward did not free them from the cruel 

hardlhip, of making one anfwerable for the debts, and even 

for the crimes of another, that came from. the fame coun-

try~. We read of fuch practires among the prefent bar-

barous nations. The king alfo impofed on them a duty 

of two {billings on each tun of wine imported, over and 

above the old duty; and forty pence on each fack of wool 

exported, befides half a mark, the former duty a, 

IN the year 130~:h the Exchequer was robbed, and of 

no lefs a fum than 100,ooo pounds, as is pretended b, 

The abbot and monks of Wefl:minfi:er were ind1Cl:ed for 

this robbery, but acquitted. It does not appe:.r, that the 

king ever difcovered the criminals with certainty; 

though his indignation fell on the fociety of Lombard 

merchants, particularly the Frefcobaldi, very opulent 

Florentines. 

THE pope having in I 307 collected much money in 

England, the king enjoined the nuncio not to export it 
in fpecie but in bills of exchange c. A proof that com

merce was but ill underitood at that time. 

Enw ARD had by his firfr wife, Eleanor of Cafrile, four 

fons; but Edward, his heir and fuccdfor, was the only one 

that furvived him. She alfo bore him eleven daughters, • 

mofi: of whom died in their infancy: Of the furviving, 

Joan was married firfr to the earl of Glocefier, and after 

his death, to Ralph de .l\1onthermer: Margaret efpoufed 

John duke of Brabant: Elizabeth efpoufed firft John earl 

of Holland ; and afterwards the earl of Hereford : Mary 

z Anderfon's hill-. of commerce, vol. i. p. 146. a Rymer, vol. iv. 

p. 3 6r. It is the charter of Ecw. I. which is there confirmed bv Edw. Ill. 

J Rymer, Yol. ii. p. S30,. t Rymer, vol. ii. p. 1092.• 
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C ~~~. P. was a nun at Ambrefbury. I{e had by his fecond wife, 
~ Margar~t of F rtlnce, two fans and a daughter ; Thoma$ 

U 0 7• created earl of Norfol~ and Marefchal of England; 
and Edmond who was created earl of Kent by his brothef 
w~en king. The pri~cefs died in her i~fancy. 



CH A P. XIV. 

Weaknefs of the king--His pa./fion for favourite~ 

-Piers Gavaflon-~Di[content of the barons 

--Murder of Gava.fton-War with Scotlani:l 

--Battle of Bannotkburn--Hugb le Dejpen-

fer--Civil C()mm/Jtions--Execution of the earl 

of Lancafler--Confpiracy agahJjl the king

lnfurreftion--'rbe king dethroned--Murdered 

-His Cloaratler--Mifcellaneous trmzjactions 

in this reign. 

T H E prepoffeffions, entertained in favour of young c H A P. 

Edward, kept the Englilh from being fully fenfible XI~. 

ilf the extreme lofs, which they had fuflained by the death~ 

of the great monarch, who filled the throne ;, and ~11 men 

hafl:ened with alacrity to take the oath of allegiance to 

his fan and fucceffor. This prince was in the twenty-

third year of his age, was of an agreeable figure, of a mild 

and gentle difpofition, and having never difcovered a pro-

penfity to any dangerous vice, it was natural to prognof-

ticate tranquillity and happinefs from his government, 

B-ut the firfi: aB: of his reign b]afi:ed all thefe hopes, and We:~knefs 

£hewed him to be totally unqualified for that perilous fitu- of the king. 

ation, in which every Englilh monarch, during tpofe ages, 

had, from the unfiable form of the confiitution, and the 

turbulent difpofitions of the people, derived from it, the 

misfortune to be placed. The indefatigable Robert 

Bruce, though his army had been difperfed and he him-

f.elf had been obliged to take 1helter in the wefiern ifles, 

Y 4 remained 
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C H A P, remained not long unactive; but before the death of the 
~late king, had fallied from his retreat, had again collected i; 

13°7• his followers, had appeared in the field, and had obtained 
by furprize an important advantage over Aymer de V a- r.: 
lence, who commanded the Englifh forces tt. He was 
now become fo confiderable as to have afforded the king 
of England fufficient glory in fubduing him, without in-
curring any danger of feeing all thofe mighty prepara-
tion~, made by his father, fa1l in the enterprize. But ~: 
Edward, infiead of {>urfuing his advantages, marched but fG 

a little way into Scotland ; and having an utter incapa
city, and equal averfion, for all application or ferious bufi
Ilefs, he immediately returned upon his footfieps, and 
di!banded his army. His grandees perceived from this con
duct, that the authority of the crown, fallen into fuch 
feeble hands, was no longer to be dreaded, and that every 
infolence might be praetifed by them with impunity. 

His paffion THE next meafure, taken by Edward, gave them an for favour- inclination to attack thofe prerogatives, which no longer 1tes. . 
Piers Gava· kept them m awe. 'Fhere was one Piers Gavafion, fon 
fton. &fa Gafc<m knight of fome difiinction, who had honour .. 

ably ferved the late king, and who, in reward of his me
rits, had obtained an eftablifhment for his fon in the 
family of the prince of Wales. This young man foon 
infinuated himfelf into the affections of his mafl:er, by his 
agreeable behaviour, and by fupplying him with all thofe 
innocent, though frivolous amufements, which fuited his 
capacity and his inclinations. He was endowed with the 
utmofi elegance of fhape and perfon, was noted for a fine 
mien and eafy carriage, difiinguifhed himfclf in all war
like and genteel exercifcs, and was celebrated for thofe 
quick fallies of wit, in which his countrymen ufually ex-
cel. By all thefe accomplifhments he gained fo entire an 
afcendant over young Edward, whofe heart was firongly 

d Trivet, p. 346. 
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tlifpofed to friendlhip and confidence, that the late king, C H A P. 

apprehenfive of the confequences, had baniihed him the~ 
kingdom, and had, before he died, made his fon pro- 13°7• 

mife never to recall him. But no fooner did he find 

himfelf mafter, as he vainly imagined, than he fent for 

Gavafl:on; and even before his arrival at court, endowed 

him with the whole earldom of Cornwal, which had 

efcheated to the crown, by the death of Edmond, fon of 

Richard king of the Romans e. Not content with con-

ferring on him thofe poffeffions, which had fufficed as an 

appanage for a prince of the blood, he daily loaded him 

with new honours and riches ; married him to his own 

niece, fifl:er of the earl of Glocefi:er; and feemed to enjoy 

.no pleafure in his royal dignity, but as it enabled him 

to exalt to the higheft fp.lendor this objeCt of his fond 

affections. 

THE haughty barons, offended at the fuperiority of a Difcontent 

minion, whofe birth, though reputable, they defpifed, as ~!~~e ba .. 
much inferior to their own, concealed not their difcon-

tent; and foon found reafons to juftify their animofity in 

the charatl:er and conduB: of the man they hated. Infi:ead 

of difarming envy by the moderation and modefiy of his 

behaviour, Gavafl:on difplayed his power and influence 

with the utmoft oftentation; and deemed no circum-

ftance of his good fortune fo agreeable as its enabling him 

to ecllpfe and mortify all his rivals. He was vain-glori-

ous, profufe, rapacious; fond of exterior pomp and ap

pearance, giddy with profperity; and as he imagined, that 

his fortune was now as :ftrongly rooted in the kingdom, as 

his afcendant was uncontrouled over the weak monarch, 

he was negligent in engaging partizans, who might [up-

port his fudden and ill-efiablilhed grandeur • . At all tour

naments, he took delight in foiling the Englilh nobility, 

by his fuperior addrefs : In every converfation, he made 

~ RJmer, vol. iii. P• 1. Heming. vol. i. p. 243 • . Walling; p. g6. 
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C ~~~ P. them the object of his wit and raillery: Every day his 
~enemies multiplied upon him; and naught was wanting 

13°1• hut a little time to cement their union, and render it fatal, 
both to hi~ and to his mafier f. 

IT behaved the king to take a journey to France, both 
in order to do homage for the dutchy of Guicnne, and to 
efpoufe the princefs !fabella, to whom he had long been 
affianced, though unexpected accidents had hitherto re
tarded the corppletion of the marriage g. Edward left 
Gavafion guardian of the realm h, with more ample 
powers, than had uf uall y been conferred i ; and on hi~ 
return with his young queen, renewed all the proofs of 
that fond attachment to the favourite, of which every 
one fo loudly complained. This princefs was of an im
perious and intriguing fpirit; and finding, that her huf
band's capacity required, as his temper inclined, him to 
be governed, fhe thought herfelf beft intitled, on every 
account, to perform the office, and lh'e contratl:ed a mortal 
hatred againfr the perfon, who had difappointed her in 
thefe expeCl:ations. She was well pleafed, therefore, to 
fee a combination of the nobility forming againfr Gavaf
ton, who., fenfible of her hatred, had wantonly provoked 
her by new infults and injuries. 

1308. THoMAs, earl of Lancafl:er, coufin-german to the king~ 
and firft prince of the blood, was by far the mofl opulent 
and powerful fubject in England, and poffeffed in his own 
right, and foon after in that of his wife, heirefs of the fa
mily of Lincoln, no lefs than fix earldoms, with a pro
portionable eflate in land, attended with all the j urifditl:ions 
and power, which commonly in that age were annexed to 
landed property. He was turbulent and faetious in his 
di(pofition; mortally hated the favourite, whofe influence 
over the king exceeded his own ; and he foon became the 

f T. de la More, p. 593• Walling. p. 97• g T. de la Mon·, 
p. 593· Trivet, cont. p. ~. 11 Rymer, vol. iii, p. 47• Ypod. 
Neufl:, r· 499• i Brady'a App. N~. 49• 
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head of that party among the barons, who ddired the C H A P. 
XIV. 

depreffion of this infolent fhanger. The confederated "--v---1 

nobles bound thcmfelves by oath to expel Gavafron: J3c8. 

Both fides began already to put themfelves in a warlike 

pofl:ure: The licentioufnefs of the age broke out in rob-

beries and other diforders, the ufual prelude of civil war: 

And the royal authority, defpifed in the king's own hands, 

and hated in thofe of Gavafron, became infufficient for the 

execution of the Jaws, and the maintenance of peace in 

the kingdom. A parliament being fummoned at V/ efi

minfier, Lancafrer and his party came thither with an 

armed retinue; and were there enabled to impofe their 

own terms on the fovereign. They required the banilh

ment of Gavafron, impofed an oath on him never to re

turn, and engaged the bifuops, who never failed to 

interpofe in all civil concerns, to pronounce him excom

municated, if he remained any longer in .the kingdom 1. 

Edwar~ was obliged to fubmit k; but even in his com

plia~ce, gave proofs of his fond attachment to his favourite. 

Infread of removing all umbrage, by fending him to his 

pwn country, as was expeCted, he appointed him lord 

lieutenant of Ireland 1, attended him to Brifrol on his 

journey thither, and before his departure conferred on him 

new lands and riches both in Gafcony and England m. 

Gavafron, who did not want bravery, and poffeffed ta

lents for war", atl:ed, during his government, with vigour 

againft fome Irifh rebels, whom he fubdued. 

MEANWHILE, the king, lefs lhocked with the illegal 

violence which had been impofed upon him, than un

happy in the abfence of his minion, employed every ex

pedient to foften the oppofition of the barons to his return ; 

~ if fuccefs in that point were the chief objetl: of his 

! Trivet, cont. P• S• 
f· 9~· Murimuth, p. 39• 

.u Heming. vol, i. p. 2.48. 

k Rymer, vol. iii. p. So. 

a Rymer, vol. iii, p. 87 • 

T. de la More, p. 593• 

1 Ibid. 
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C H A P•government. The high office of hereditary Reward wa~ 
~conferred on Lancafter: His father-in-law, the earl 

13oS. of Lincoln, was bought off by other conce:ffions : Earl 
Warrenne was alfo mollified by civilities, grants, or pro
mifes: The infolence of Gavafl:on, being no longer be
fore men's eyes, was lefs the object of general indignation: 
And Edward, deeming matters fufficiently prepared for 
his purpofe, applied to the court of Rome, and obtained 
for Gavafion a dif penfation from that oath, which the 
barons had compelled him to take, that he would for ever 
abjure the realm 0

• He went down to Chefl:er, to receive 
him on his firfr landing from Ireland ; flew into his arms 
with tranfports of joy; and having obtained the formal 
confent of the barons in parliament to his re-efi:ablilh
ment, fet no longer any bounds to his extravagant fond
nefs and affeB:ion. Gavafton himfelf, forgetting his pafl: 
misfortunes, and blind to their caufes, refumed the fame 
oftentation and infolence; and became more than ever the 
objeB: 'of general detefiation among the nobility. 

THE barons firft difcovered their animofity by abfcnt
ing themfelves from parliament; and finding that this 
expedient had not been fuccefsful, they began to think of 
employing £harper and more effectual remedies. 1.""'hough 
there had fcarcely been any national ground of complaint, 
except fome diffipation of the public treafure : Though 
all the aB:s of mal-adminifi:ration, objected to the king 
and his favourite, feemed of a nature more proper to ex
cite heart-burnings in a ball or affembly, than commo
tions in a great kingdom: Yet fuch was the fituation of 
the times, that the barons were determined, and were 
able, to make them the reafons of a total alteration in the 

?tft Feb. confiitution and civil government. Having come to par
liament, in defiance of the laws and the king's prohibi~ 
tion, with a numerous retinue of armed followers, they 

fl Jl.ymer, vol. iii. p. 167 . 
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found themfelves entirely mafrers; and they prefented a c H A P. 

. . h" h . 1 d . XIV. 
petrtwn, w tc was eqUiva ent to a comman , requirmg "-..r-J 

Edward to devolve on a chofen junto the whole authority 13oS. 

both of the crown and of the parliament. The king was 

obliged to fign a commiffion, empowering the prelates x6thMarcb. 

and barons to eleet twelve perfons, who fhould, till the 

term of Michaelmas in the year following, have authority 

to enaet ordinances for the government of the kingdom, 

and regulation of the king's houfehold; confenting that 

thefe ordinances fhould, thenceforth, and for ever, have 

the force of laws ; allowing the ordainers to form affoci-

ations among themfel ves and their friends, for their frritl: 

and regular obfervance; and all this for the greater glory 

of God, the fecurity of the church, and the honour and 

advantage of the king and kingdom P. The barons in 

return figned a declaration, in which they acknowledged, 

that they owed thefe conceffions merely to the king's frfe 

grace; promifed that this commiffion fhould never be 

drawn into precedent; and engaged, that the power of the 

ordainers fhould expire at the time appointed q• 

THE chofen junto accordingly framed their ordinances, 1311• 

~nd prcfented them to the king and parliament, for their 

confirmation in the enfu ing year. Some of thefe ord i

nances were laudable, and tended to the regular execution 

ef jufiice: Such a~ thofe, requiring fheriffs to be men of 

property, abolifhing the practice of i!fuing privy feals for 

the fufpenfion of juftice, refrraining the practice of purvey-

ance, prohibiting the adulteration and alteration of the coin, 

excluding foreigners from the farms of the revenue, order .. 

ing all payments to be regularly made into the exchequer, 

revoki1 gall late grants of the crown, and giving the parties 

damages in the cafe of vexatious profecutions. But what 

P Brarly's App. No 50. Heming. vol. i. p. 247• WalJing. P• 97• Ry-

leyJ p. 52.6, q Br.Jdy'i App. No 51• 
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c H A P. ~ieRy grieved the king, was the ordinance for the removal 
~of evil courifellors, by which a great number of perfons 

1311. were by name excluded from every office of power and 
profit; am:l Piers Gavafton himfelf was for ever banifhed 
the king's dominions, under the penalty, in cafe of dif
obedience, of being declared a public enemy. Other 
perfons, more agreeable to the barons, were fubftituted 
in all the offices. And it was ordained, that, for the 
future, all the confiderable dignities in the houfehold, as 
well as in the law, revenue, and military governments1 
fhould be appointed by the baronage in parliament; and 
the power of making war, or affembling his military te
nants, thould no longer be vefred folely in the king, nor 
be exercifed without the confent of the nobility. 

Enw ARD, from the fame weaknefs both in his teinper 
and fituation, which had engaged him to grant this un• 
limited commiffion to the barons, was led to give a. par
liamentary fanCtion to their ordinances: But as a confe
quence of the fame tharaetcr, he fecretly made a proteft 
again:!l: them, and declared, that, fince the commiffion 
was granted only for the making of ordinances to the ad
vantage of king and kingdom, fuch articles as lhould be 
found prejudicid to both, were to be held as not ratified 
and confirmed r. It is no wonder, indeed, that he re
tained a firm purpofe to revoke ordinances, which had 
been impofed on him by violence, which entirely annihi
lated the royal authority, and above all, which deprived 
him of the company and fociety of a perfon, whom, by an 
unufual infatuation, he valued above all the world, and 
above every confideration of interefl: or tranquillity. 

As foon, therefore, as Edward, removing to York, 
had freed himfelf from the immediate terror of the barons' 
power, he invited back Gavafion from Flanders, which 
that favourite had made the place of his retreat; and ds-· 

. r Ryley's Pb,cit. Pari ; p. 530. 541• 

daring 
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tlaring his baniibment to be illegal, and contrary to t c H A p. 

laws and cuftoms of the kingdoms, openly re-inflated~ 
him in his former credit and authority. The barons, 131,. 

highly provoked at this difappointment, and apprehenfive 

6)[ danger to themfelves from the declared animofity of fo 

powerful a minion, faw, that either his or their ruin was 

now inevitable; and they renewed with redoubled zeal 

their former confederacies againft him. The earl of Lan-

cafier was a dangerous head of this alliance: Guy, earl 

of Warwic, entered into it with a furious and precipitate 

paffion: Humphrey Bohun, earl of Hereford, the con .. 

fiable, and Aymer de Valence, earl of Pembroke, brought 

to it a great acceffion of power and interefr: Even earl 

Warrenne deferted the royal caufe, which he had hitherto 

fupported, and was induced to embrace the fide of the 

confederates t: And as Robert de Winchelfey1 archbilhop 

of Canterbury, profeil''ed himfelf of the fame party, he 

determined the body of the clergy, and confequently the 

people, to declare againft the king and his minion. So 

predominant, at that time, was the power of the great 

nobility, that the combination of a few of them was al-

ways able to {hake the throne; and fuch an univerfal 

concurrence became irrefiftible. The earl of Lancafrer 

fuddenly raifed an army, and marched to YorkJ where he 

found the king already removed to Newcafile u: He flew 

thither in purfuit of him ; and Edward had juft time to 

efcape to Tinmouth, where he embarked, and failed with 

Gavafl:on to Scarborough. He left his favourite in that 

fortrefs, which, had it been properly fupplied with pro .. 

vifions; was deemed impregnable; and he marched for-

ward to York, in hopes of raifing an army, which might 

be able to fupport him againfi: his enemies. Pembroke 

was fent by the confederates to befiege the cafrle of Scar-

• Brady's App. No 53• WaWing. p. 9~• 
1.1 Walfin~. p. 101. 

t Trivet, cont. P• 4. 

borou~h; 
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c H A P. borough; and Gavafion, fenfible of the bad condition of 
XIV. h. ·r. b]. d . 1 ~ IS garn1on, was o 1ge to cap1tu ate, and to furrencler 
1312.. himfelf prifoner w. He flipulated, that he lhould remain 

19thMay. n 
in rembroke's hands for two months ; that endeavours 
fuould, during that time, be mutually ufed for a general 
accommodation ; that if the terms propofed by the barons 
were not accepted, the cafile lhould be refiored to him in 
the fame condition as when he furrendered it; and that 
the earl of Pembroke, and Henry Piercy lhould, by con
tract, pledge all their lands for the fulfilling of thefe con· 
aitions x:. Pembroke, now mafier of the perfon of this 
public enemy, conducted him to the caftle of Dedington, 
near Banbury; where, on pretence of other bufinefs, he 
left him, protected by a feeble guard Y. Warwic, pro
bably in concert with Pembroke, attacked the caftle : 
The garrifon refufed to make any refifiance: Gavafion 
was yielded up to him, and conduB:ed to Warwic caftle: 
The earls of Lancafter, Hereford, and ArundeJ, imme

Mnrder of diately repaired thither z : And without any regard, either 
Gavaflon. to the laws or the military capitulation, they ordered the 
1ft July. 

head of the obnoxiow~ favourite to be firuck ofF, by the 
hands of the executioner a. 

THE king had retired northward to Berwic, when he 
heard of Gavafion's murder; and his rcfentment was pro
portioned to the afFection which he had ever borne him, 
while living. He threatened vengeance on all the nobi
lity, who had been active in 'that bloody fcene, and he 
made preparations for war in all parts of England. But 
being lefs confiant in his enmities than in his friendlhips, 
he foon after hearkened to terms of accomm€>dJ.tion ; 
granted the barons a pardon of all offences ; and as they 
itipulated to afk him publicly pardon on their knees b, he 

w Walling. fl· 101. x Rymer, vol. ii, p. 324. 
Y T, de la More, p. 593· z Dugd. Baron. vol. ii. p. 44• 
a W1lfi.ng. p. 101. T. de la More, p. 591• T.rivet) coat, p. 9• 
b Ryl"y, p. 538. Rymer, \'ol, iii, P• 366. 
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was fo pleafed with thefe vain appearances of fubmif- C H A P. 

fion, that he feemcd to have fincercly forgiven them~ 
all pafr injuries. But as they fi:ill pretended, notwith- 1 312• 

fi:anding their lawlefs conduCt, a great anxiety for the 

maintenance of law, and required the efiablifhment of 

their former ordinances as a neceffary fecurity for that · 

purpofe; Edward told them, that he was willing to 

grant them a free and legal confirmation of fuch of thefe 

ordinances as were not entirely derogatory to the prero-

gative of the crown. This anfwer was received for de 

prefent as fat:sfaCtory. The king's perfon, after the death 

of Gava!l:on, was now become lefs obnoxious to the pub-

lic; and a5 the ordinances, infi!l:ed on, appeared to be 

nearly the fame with thofe which had formerly been ex-

torted from Henry Ill. by Mountfort, and which had 

been attended with fo many fatal confequences, they were'~ 

on that account, demanded with lefs vehemence by the 

nobility and people. The minds of all men feethed to be 

much appeafed : The animofities of faCtion no longer 

prevailed: And England, now united under its head, 

would henceforth be able1 it was hoped, to take ven-

geance on all its enemies ; particularly on the Scots, 

whofe progrcfs was the object of general refentm6nt and 

indignation. 

lMMEDIATEL y after Edward's retreat from Scotland, War w:tlt 

Robert Bruce left his fa!l:neffes, in which he intended to Scotland. 

have ilieltered his feeble army; and fuppl ying his de feEt 

af fl:rehgth by fuperior vigour and abilities, he made deep 

impreffion on all his enemies, foreign and dome!l:ic. He 

chafed lord Argyle and the chieftain of the 1 1acdowals 

from their hills, and made himfelf entirely mafrer of the 

high country: He thence invaded with fucccfs the Cum-

m ins in the low countries of the north: He took the 
' 

cafiles of lnvcrnefs, Forfar, and Brechin: He daily 

g~ined fame new a ceffion of territory; and what was a 

Yor., II. Z mor 
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c u A P. more important acquifition, he daily reconciled the minds 
XIV. 
~of the nobility to his dominion, and inlifred under his 

1312.. frandard every bold leaJer, whom he enriched by the 

fpoils of his enemies. Sir James Dougbs, in whom 
commenced the greatnefs and renown of that warlike 

family, fcconded him in all his enterprizes: Edward 

Bruce, Robert's own brother, difringuiihed himfelf by 
atls of valour: And the terror of the Englifh power 

being now abated by the feeble condutl of the king, 

even the eafl: fanguine of the Scots began to entertain 

hopes of recovering their independence ; and the whole 

kingdom, except a few fortreffes, which he had not the 

means to attack, had acknowledged the authority of 
Robert. 

IN this !ituation, Edward had found it neceffary to 
grant a truce to Scotland ; and Robert fuccefsfully em

ployed the interval in confolidating his power, and in
troducing order into the civil government, disjointed by 

a long continuance of wars and faetions. The interval 
was very iliort : The truce, ill obferved on both fides, 

was at lafl: openly violated; and war recommenced with 
,greater fury than ever. Robert, not content with de

fending himfelf, had made fuccefsful inroads into Eng
land, fubfified his needy followers by the plunder of that 

country, and taught them to defpife the military genius 

of a people, who had long been the objecr of their terror. 

Edward, at lafr, rouzed from his lethargy, had marched 

an army into Scotland; and Robert, determined not to 

rifque too much againfr an enemy fo much fuperior, re

tired again into the mountains. The king advanced be
yond Edinburgh; but being defiitut.e of provifions, and 
being ill fupported by the Englifh nobility, who were 

then employed in framing their ordinances, he was foon 

obliged to retreat, without gaining any advantage over 

the enemy. But the appearing union of all the parties in 
England, 
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England, after the death of Gavafron, feemed to re!lore G H A P. 

h k. J . . r d . h XIV, 
t at mg otn to Its nat1ve torcc, opene agatn t e pro- '----v--J 

fpctl: of reducing Scotland, and promifed a h<1ppy con- IJU• 

clufion to a war, in which both the interefis and paffions 

of the nation were fo deeply engaged. 

Eow ARD affcmbled forces from all quarters, vvith a 1 314' 

view of finifhing at one blow this important enterprize. 

He fummoned the moll: warlike of his vaffals frotn Gaf-

cony: He inlifred troops from Flanders and other foreign 

countries: He invited over great numbers of the difor-

derly lrilh as to a certain prey : He joined to them a body 

of the Wel!h, who were actuated by like motives: And 

aiTembling the whole military force of England, he 

marched to the frontiers with an army, which, according 

to the Scotch writers, amounted to a hundred thoufand 

men. 

THE army, colleeled by Robert, exceeded not thirty 

thoufand combatants; but being compofed of men, who 

had difiinguilhed themfelves by many aB:s of valour, who 

were rendered defperate by their fituation, and who were 

enured to all the varieties of fortune, they might jufily, 

under fuch a leader, be deemed formidable to the mofi: 

numerous and befi appointed armies. The cafile of Stir

ling, which, with Berwic, was the only fortrefs in Scot

land, that remained in the hands of the Engli!h, had 

long been bdieged by Edward Bruce: Philip de Mow

bray, the governor, after an obfiinate defence, was at 

lafi obliged to capitulate, and to promife, that, if, be

fore a certain day, which was now approaching, he were 

not relieved, he fhould open his gates to the enemy d. 

Robert therefore, fenfible that here was the ground on 

which he mufr expeCl: the Englifh, chofe the field of bat

tle with all the !kill and prudence imaginable, and made 

cl Rymer, vol. Hi. P• 481. 
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C H A P. the neceffary preparations for their reception. He poil:ed 
~ himfelf at Bannoc~burn, about two miles from Stirling; 

1314. where he had a hill on his right flank, and a morafs on 
his left: And not content with having taken thefe pre
cautions to prevent his being furrounded by the more 
numerous army of the Englifh; he forefaw the fuperior 
firength of the enemy in cavalry, and made provifion 
againfr it. Having a rivulet in front, he commanded 
deep pits to be dug along its banks, and lharp ftakes to 
be planted in them; and he ordered 'the whole to be care
fully covered over with turf d. The Engliili arrived in 
tight or~ the evening, and a b~0ody conflict immediately 
enfued between two bodies of cavalry; where Roberr, 
who was at the head of the Scots, engaged in fingle com
bat with Henry de Bohun, a gentleman of the family of 
Hereford ; and at one fhoke cleft his adverfary to the chin 
with a battle-ax, in fight of the two armies. The Eng
liih horfe fled with precipitation to their main body. 

THE Scots, encouraged by this favourable event, and 
glorying in the valour of their prince, progno.fiicated a 
happy iffue to the combat on the enfuing day: The 
Englifh, confident in their numbers, and elated with 

Battle of former fucceffes, longed for an opportunity of revenge: 
~1~~~~ock· And the nig?t, thoug~ extremely fhort in that feafon and 
25 th Jur.e. in that climate, appear.ecl tedious to the impatience of the 

feveral combatants. Early in the morning, Edward 
drew out his army, and advanced towards rhe Scots. 
The earl of Glocefier, his nephew, who commanded the 
left wing of the cavalry, impelled by the ardour of 
youth, rulhed on to the attack without precaution, and 
fell among the covered pits, which had been prepared by 
Bruce for the reception of the enemy e. This body of 
horfe was difordered : Glocefrer himfelf was overthrown 
and flain: Sir J ames Douglas, who commanded the Scot-

a T. ae la Mor~, P• 591• ~ lbid, 

ti!h 
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t-:fu cavalry, gave the enemy no Jeifure to rally, butC ~~~ P. 

pulhed them off the field with confiderable lofs, and pur-~ 

f.ued them in fight of their whole line of infantry. While 13 !4· 

the Englilh army were alarmed with this unfortunate be-

ginning of the action, which commonly proves decifive, 

they obferved an army on the heights towards the left, 

which feemed to be marching leifurely in order to fur-

r-ound them; and they were difl:racted by their mwtiplied 

fears. This was a number of waggoners and fumpter 

boys, whom Robert had collected; and having fupplied 

them with military fl:andards, gave them the appearance 

at a difl:ance of a formidable body. The :fl:ratagem took 

effect: A panic feized the Englilh : They threw down 

their arms and Red : They were purfued with great 

!laughter, for the [pace of ninety miles, till they reached 

Berwic: And the Scots, befides an ineftimable booty, 

took many perfons of quality prifoners, and above 400 

gentlemen, whom Robert treated with great humanity f, 

znd whofe ranfom was a new acceffion of wealth to the 

victorious army. The king himfelf narrowly efcaped by 
taking 111elter in Dunbar, whole gates were opened to 

him by the earl of March; and he thence paffed ·by fea 

to Berwic. 

SucH was the great and decifive battle of Bannock

burn, which fecured the indepcndance of Scotland, fixed 

Bruce on the throne of that kingdom, and may be deemed 

the greatefl: overthrow that the Englilh nation, fince 

the conquefr., has ever received. The number of flain 

on thofe occafions is always uncertain, and is com

monly much magnified by the victors: But this defeat 

made a deep impreffion on the minds of t4e Englilh; and 

it was remarked, that, for fome yeq.rs, no fuperiority of 

numbers could encourage them to keep the field againfi: 

~~e Scots. Robert, in order to ava~l himfe~f of his prefent 

f Ypod, Neuft, p. sox. 
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C !! A P. fuccefs, entered England, and ravaged all the 'norther ..:..lV. 
'---v-- counties without oppofition: He bcfieged Carlifle; but 

13 14· that place was favcd by the valour of Sir Andrew Harcla, 
the governor: He was more fuccefsful a:;ainfi Berwic, 
which he took by aHault: And this prince, elated by 
his continued profperity, now entertained hopes of making 

!lTS· the mofi jmportant conquefis on the Engliih. He fent 
over his brother Edward, with an army of 6oco men, f:: 
into Ire] and; and that nobleman afTumed the title pf King 
of that ifiand : He himfelf followed foon after with more 
pumerous forces : The horrible and abfurd oppreffions, r. 
which the Irilh fuffered under the Englifh government, 
made them, at firfr, fly to the fiandard of the Scots, whom 
they regarded as their deliverers: But a grievous famine, 
which at that time defolated both Ireland and Britain, 
1·ed uced the Scottifh army to the grcatefr extremities; and ce 
Robert was obliged to return, with his forces much di-
mini{hcd, into his own country. His brother, after having la 
experienced a variety of fortune, was defeated and flain 
near Dundalk by the Englifh, commanded by lord Berm
ingham: And thefe projects, too extenfive for the force 
of the Scottiih nation, thus vanifl1ed into fmoke. 

Eow ARD, befides fuffering thofe difall:ers from the 
invafion of the Scots and the infurrection of the Irifh, 
was alfo infefi:ed with a rebellion in Wales; and above 
all, by the factions of his own nobility, who took advan
tage of the public calamities, infulted his fallen fortunes, 
and endeavoured to efiab]iih their own independance on 
the ruins of the throne. Lancafi:er and the barons of his 
party, wryo had declined attending him on his Scottifa 
expedition, no fooner faw him return with difgrace, than 
they infified on the renewal of their ordinances, which, 
they ftill pretended, had validity; and the king's unhappy 
fituation obliged him to fubmit to their demands. The 
~in~firy was new modeled by the direction of Lancafi:er g : 

& Ryley, f· sro, Rymer, vol, iij, p. 7:n.. 
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That prin-ce was placed at the head of the council : It C H A p. 

was declared, that all the offices fhould be filled, from_:::~ 

time to time, by the votes of parliament, or rather, by 1 3 15· 

the will of the great barons h : And the nation, under 

this new model of government, endeavoured to put itfelf 

in a better pofture of d fence ag<linft the Scots. But the 

faetiou:. nobles were far from being terrified with the 

progrefs of thefe public enemies: On the contrary, they 

founded the hopes of their ovvn future grandeur on the 

weaknefs and difhe!fes of the crown : Lancafter himfelf 

was fufpeCted, with great appearance of reafon, of hold-

ing a fecret correfpondence with the king of Scots: And 

though he was entrufied with the command of the Eng-

lifh armies, he took care that every enterprize lhould be 

.difappointed, and every plan of operations prove unfuc-

<:efsful. 

ALL the European kingdoms, efpecially that of Eng

land, were at this time unacquainted with the office of a 

prime minifier, fo well underfiood at prefent in all regular 

monarchies ; and the people could form no conception of 

a man, who, though frill in the rank of a fubjtCt, poffdled 

all the power of a fovereign, eafed the prince of the 

burthen of affairs, fupplied his want of experience or 

capacity, and maintained all the rights of the crown, 

without degrading the greateft nobles by their fubmiffion 

to his temporary authority. Edward was plainly by na

ture unfit to hold himfclf the reins of government : He 

had no vices ; but was unhappy in a total incapacity for 

ferious bufinefs : He was fenfible of his own defeCts, and 

neceffarily fought to be governed ; Yet every favourite, 

whom he fucceffively chofe, was regarded as a fellow

fubjeCt, exalted above his rank and fration : He wa~ the 

objeCt of envy to the great nobility : His charaCter and 

conduCt were decryed with the people: His authority 

J, Brady1 vol. ii, p. su. from the reci>rds, <Ipp. No. 61, Ryley, P· 56o. 
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C H .ll.. P. over the king and kingdom was confidered as an ufurpa'! ~ tion: And unlefs the prince had embraced the dangerou~ 

:J3I 5· expedient, of devolving his power on the earl of Lan~ 
cafl:er or fame mighty baron, whofe family interefl: was 
fo exten[Jve as to be able alone to maintain his influence, 
he could expect no petJ.Ce or tranquillity upon the throne. 

Hugh le THE king's chief favourite, after the death of Gava .. Pefptn!er. . fion, was Hugh le Defpenfer or Spenfer, a young man 
of Englilh birth, of high ra.qk, and ~f a noble family i' 
He poffelfed all the exterior accomplilhments of perfon 
and addrefs, which were fitted to engage the weak mind 
of Edward; but was defl:itute of that mpderation and 
prudence, which might have qualified him to mitigate 
the envy of the great, and conduct him through all the 
perils of that dangerous ilation~ to which he was ad
vanced. His father, who was of the fame name, an~ . 
who, by means of his fon, had alfo attained great influ~ 
ence m·er the king, was a nobleman venerable from hi$ 
years, refpected through all his p;:til: life for wifdom, va
lour, and integrity, and well fitted, by his talents and e~
perience, could affairs have admitted of any tempera
ment, to have fuppljed the defeEI:s both of th~ king and 
of his minion k, But no fooner was Ed1Vard's attach7 ment declared for young ~penfer, than the turbulent 
Lanca:fl:er, and mofl: of the· great barons, regarded him 
as their rival, made him the objeCt of their· animofity, 
~~d formed violent plans for his ruin 1• 1'hey firft de• 
~lared their difcontent by withdrawing from parliament; 
~nd it was not long ere they found a pretence for pro~ 
~eeding to greater e~tremities againfl: him. 

, 32 ,, T!iE king, who fet no limits to his bounty towards his 
f:ivtl com- minions, had married the younger Spenfer to his niece, Jnotiom. 

, S' · · ~ne of the co-heifs ~f the earl of Glocefier, flain a~ 

i Dug~. Baron. vol. i. p. 389. k T. de la More, p. 59"• ! )Yalfingham: P• P3• T, de la More1 p. S'S• Mnrimuth, p. 55• · 
f ~anpockbur~~ 
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J3.annockburn. The favourite, by his fucceffion to that c H A P. 

opulent family, had inherited ·great poffeffions in the~ 
marches of Wales m, and being defirous of extending fl:ill J32.h 

farther his influence in thofe quarters, he is accufed of 
having committed injufiice on the barons of Audley and 
Ammori, who had alfo married two fifiers of the fam« 
family. There was likewife a baron in that neighbour-
hood, called William de Braoufc, lord of Gower, who 
had made a fettlement of his efiate on John de Mowbray, 
his fon-in-law; ;aml in cafe of failure of that nobleman 
~nd his iffue, hf}d fubftituted the earl of Hereford, in the 
fucce:ffion to the barony of Gower. Mowbray, on the 
deceafe of his father-in-law, entered immediately in pof-
feffion of ~he efl:ate, without the formality of taking 
livery and feizin from the crown: But Spenfer, who co-
yeted that barony, perfuaded the king to put in execu-
tion the rigour of the feudal law, to feize Gower as 
efcheated to the crown, ~nd to confer it upon him n. 

· This tranfatl:ion, which was the proper fubject of a law
fuit, immediately excited a civil war in the kingdom. The 
earls of Lancafter and Hereford flew to arms : Au,dley and 
Ammori joined them with all their forces: The two Ro
gers de Mortimer and Roger de Clifford, with many 
others, difgufted for private re;1fons at the Spenfers, 
brought a confiderable acceffion to the party: And their 
army being now formidable, they fcnt a meffage to the 
king, requiring him immediately to difmifs or confine the 
younger Spenfer; and menacing him in q.fe of refufal, 
with renouncing their allegiance to him, apd taking 
revenge on that minifier by their own authority. 1."'hey 
fcarcely waited for a!l anfwer; but immediately fell 
upon the lands of young Spenfer, which they pi1Jaged 
and deftroyed; murdered his fervants, drove off his cat
t~e, and-burned his houfes 0

• They thence proceeded to 

m Tri.vet, ~ont~ P• 2.5~ n Monach, Malmef. o Murimu:h, 
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C H A P. eornmit l!ke .devaflations on the eftate~ of Spenfer, the XIV. 
t...--y--1 father, whofe character they had hitherto feemed to re• 

.lJ41 • fpect. And having drawn and figned a formal affocia
tion among themfelves P, they marched to London with 
all their forces, fiationed themfelves in the neighbourhood 
of that city, and demanded of the king the banilhment 
of both the Spenfers. Thefe noblemen were then ab· 
fent; the father abroad, the fon at fea; and both of them 
employed in different commiffions: The king therefore 
replied, that his coronation oath, by which he was bound 
to obferve the laws, refirained him from giving his affent 
to fo illegal a demand, or condemning noblemen who 
were accufed of no crime, nor had any opportunity af
forded them of making anfwer q. Equity and reafon 
were but a feeble oppofition to men, who had arms in 
their hands, and who, being already involved in guilt, 
faw no fafety but in fuccefs and viCl:ory. They entered 
London with their troops; and giving in to the parlia ... 
ment, which was then fitting, a charge agotinfl: the Spen
{ers, of which they attempted not to prove one article, 
they procured, by menaces and violence, a fentence of 
attainder and perpetual exile againft tpefe minifiers r. 

This fentence was voted by the lay barons alone: For 
the commons, though now an eftate in parliament, were 
yet of fo little confideration, that their affent was not de
manded ; and even the votes of the prelates were neglect
ed amidft the prefent diforders. The only fymptom, 
which thefe turbulent barons gave of their regard to law, 
was their requiring from the king an indemnity for their 
illegal proceedings s; after which they difhanded their 
army, and feparated, in fecurity, as they imagined, to 
their feveral caftles. 

p Tyrrel, vol. ii. p. 1-So. from the regiller of C, C. Canterbury. 
'1 Walfing. p. 114. r Tottle's collell. part z. p. 50· Walling. 

p. 114. l Tottle'a colletl. put 2 . p. H· Rymer, vol. iii. 
P· s,~. 

THIS 

3 



EDWARD II. 34-1 

THtS act of violence, in which the king was obliged C H A P. 

• tet acq uicfcc, rendered his perfon and his authority fo ~ 
contemptible, that every one thought himfelf entitled to lJ&I. 

treat him with negleCt. The queen, having occafion 

foon after to pafs by the cafi:le of Leeds in Kent, which 

belonged to the lord Badlefmere, defired a night's lodging; 

but was refufed admittance, and fome of her attendants, 

who prefented themfelves at the gate, were killed t. 'rhc 

infult upon this princcfs; who had always endeavoured to 

live on good terms with the baiOns, and who joined them 

heartily in their hatred of the young Spenfer, was an 

aCtion which no body pretended to jufrify; and the king 

thought, that he might, without giving general umbrage, 

alfemble an army, and take vengeance on the ofFender. 

No one came to the affi.lbnce of BaJlcfmere; and Edward 

prevailed u : But having now fome forces on foot, and 

having concerted meafures with his friends throughout 

England, he ventured to take ofF the maik:, to attack all 

his enemies, and to recall the two Spenfers. whofe [en-

tente he declared illegal, unj ufr, contrary to the tenor 

of the Great Charter, paficd without the aHent of the 

prelates, and extorted by violence from him and the eftate 

of barons w. Still the commons were not mentioned by 

either party. 

THE king had now got the ftart of the barons; an ad- lltt· 

vantage, which, in thofe times, was commonly decifive! 

And he h~fi:ened with his army to the marches of Wales, 

the chief feat of the power of his enemies, whom he found 

totally unprepared for refifi:ance. Many of the barons in 

thofe parts endeavoured to appeafe him by fubmiffion x: 

Their cafi:les were feized, and their perfons committed to 

~uftody. But Lancafrer, in order to prevent the total ruin 

t Rymer, vol. iii. p. 89. Walling. p. II4, IJ 5• T. de la More, P• 595• 

Murimuth, p. 56. u Walling. p. 115. w Rymer, vol. iii. 

P• 9C7• T. de la More, p. 595• x Walfing. P• liS· Murimuth, p. 57• 
of 
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c H A P. of his party, fummoned together his vaffals and retain..; 
~ ers ; declared his alliance with Scotland, which had long 

132"· been fufpeB:ed; received the promife of a reinforcement 
from that country, under the comm~nd of Randolf, earl 
of Murray, and Sir James Douglas Y; and being joined 
by the earl of Hereford, advanced with all his forces 
again!l: the king, who had collected an army of 30,000 
men, and was fuperior to his enemies. Lancafier pofied 
himfe]f at Burton upon Trent, and endeavoured to de
fend the paffages of the river z : But being difappointed 
in that plan of operations ; this prince, who had no mi
litary genius, and whofe perfonal courage was even fuf
peB:ed, fled with his army to the north, in expectation 
of being there joined by his Scottifh allies a. He was 
purfued by the king; and his -army diminifhed daily; 
till he came to Boroughbridge, where he found Sir An
drew Harcla po1ted with fome forces on the oppofite fide 
of the river, and ready to difpute the paffage with him. 
He was rep·.llfed in an attempt which he made to force 
his way ; the earl of Hereford was killed ; the whole 

6 tllrr!<~ : ch. army of the rebels was difconcerted; Lancafl:er himfelf 
was become incapable of taking any meafurcs either for 
:fl ight or defence; and he was feized without refifl:ance 
by Harcla, and conducted to the king b. In thofe violent 
times, the laws were (o m4ch negleeted on both fides, 
that, even where they might, without any fenfible incon
venience, have been obferved, the ~onquerors deemed it 
unneceff:1ry to pay any regard to them. Lancafl:er, who 
\vas guilty 9f open rebellion, and was taken in arms 
againfi his fovereign, infl:ead of being tried by the laws 
of his country, which pronounced the fentence of death 
againfl: him, was condemned by a co~rt-martial c, a11<J 
led to execution. Ed ward, however little vindiCtive in 

Y Rymer, vol 1 iii. p. 958. z Walling. p. IJ_S• a Ypod. 
~eull. p. 5c4. b T. de la More, P• 596. Walling. p.IJ~· 
. ~ Tyrrel, 'vol. ii, P• 19 r. frQm the records~ 
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his natural temper, here indulged his revenge, and em-C H A F. 

played againfr the prifoner the fame indignities, which~~ 
had been exercifcd by his orders againfi: Gavafl:on. He 131.2. 

d . . l J l . d . h 23d March, was clothe m a mean attire, p acea on a ean p e Wlt - Execut"on 

out a bridle, a hood was put on his head, and in this off the e ~fr 
c Lanca -

pofiure, attended by the acclamaticns of the people, this ter. 

prince was conducted to an eminence near Pomfret, one 
of his own cafl:1es, and there beheaded d, 

THus perifhed Thomas earl of Lancafi:er, prince of 
the blood, and one of the mofl: pctent barons that had 
ever been in England. His publ.ic conduct fufficiently 
difcovers the violence and turbulence of his character = 

His private deportment appears not to have been more in
nocent: And his hypocritical devotion, by which he 
gained the favour of the monks and populace, will rather 
be regarded as an aggravation than an alleviation of his 
guilt. Badlefmere, G iffard, Barret, Cheyney, Fleming, 
and about eighteen of the mofi notorious offenders, 

were afterwards condemned by a legal trial and were 
executed. 1\tlany were thrown into prifon : Others made 
their efcape beyond fea: Some of the king's fervants 
were rewarded from the forfcitures; fbrcla received for 

his fervices the earldom of Carlifle, and a large efl-ate, 
which he foon after forfeited with his Jife, for a treafon
able correfpondence with the king of Scotland. But the 
greater part of thofe vafi efcheats was feized by young 
Spenfer, whofe rapacity was inf;1tiable. !V1any of the 
barons of the king's party we<~ di guficd with this par
tial divifion of the fpoils: The envy againfi Spenfer rofe 
higher than ever: The ufual infolencc of his temper, 
enflamed by fuccefs, impelled him to commit many aets 

of violence: The people, who always hated him, made 

him fl:iil more the object of averfior: All the relations of 

the attainted barons and gentlemen fecretly vowed re-

a L'eland's Col !. vol. i, f• 668. 
ven(Te: 
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c H A P. venge: And though tranquillity was in appearance re· 
XIV. 

'----y--J ftored to the kingdom, the genera] contempt of the king 
13u. and odium againfl S pen fer, bred dangerous humours, the 

fource of future revolutions and convulfions. 
IN this fituation no fuccefs could be expeB:ed from 

foreign wars; and Edward 1 after making one more fruit
lefs attempt againfl Scotland, whence he retreated with 
difhonour, found it neceifary to terminate hofi:ilities with 
that kingdom, by a truce pf thirteen years e. Robert, 
though his title to the crown was not acknowledged iq 
the treaty, was fatiifi.ed with enfuring his poffeffion of it 
during fo long a time. He had repelled with gallantry 
all the attacks of England: He had carried war both into 
that kingdom and into Ireland: He had rejeB:ed with dif
dain the pope's authority, who pretended to impofe his 
commands upon him, and oblige him to make peace with 
his enemies: His throne was firmly eflablilbed, as well 
in the affeB:ions of his fubjeB:s, as by force of arms: Yet 
there naturally remained fome inquietude in his mind, 
while at war with a fl:ate, which, however at prefent dif
ordered by faCtion, was of itfelf fo much an over-match 
for him both in riches and in numbers of people. And 
this truce was, at the fame time, the more feafonable 
for England 7 becaufe the nation was at that juncture 
threatened with hoflilities from France. 

13z4. PHILIP the Fair, king of France,. who di~d in 13t5, 
had left the crown to his fon Lewis Hutin, who, after a 
1hort reign, dying without male iffue, was fucceeded by 
Philip the Long, his brother, whofe death foon after 
made way for Charles the Fair, the youngeft brother of 
that family. This monarch had fome grounds of com
plaint againfr the king's miniflers in Guienne; and as there 
was no cOmmon or equitable judge in that firange fpccies-

e Rymer, vol. iii. P• xoz.z. Murimuth, p. 6o. 
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of fovereignty, dlablifhed by the feudal law, he feemed C ~I~ P. 

defirous to take advantage of Edward's weaknefs, and~ 
under that pretence, to confifcate all his foreign domi- 13~4~ 

nions r. After an embaffy by the earl of Kent, the king's 
brother, had been tried in vain, queen !fabella obtained 
permiffion to go over to Paris, and endeavour to adjufr, 
in an amicable manner, the difference with her brother: 
Eut while :lhe was making fome progrefs in this negocia
tion, Charles frarted a new pretenfion, the j ufiice of 
which could not be difputed, that Edward himfelf £hould 
appear in his court, and do homage for the fees which he 
held in France. But there occurred many difficulties in 
complying with this demand. Young Spenfer, by whom 
the king was implicitly governed, had unavoidably been 
engaged in many quarrels with the queen, who afpired tC>' 
the fame influence; and though that artful princefs, on 
her leaving England, had difiembled her animofity, Spen
fer, well acquainted with her fecret fentiments, was un
willing to attend his mafrer to Paris, and appear in a 
court, where her credit might expofe him to infults, if 
not to danger. He hefitated no lefs on allowing the king 
to make the journey alone; both fearing, left that eafy 
prince fhould in his abfence fall under other influence, 
and forefeeing the perils, to which he himfelf £hould be 
expofed, if, without the proteB:ion of royal authority,. 
he remained in England, where he was fo generally hated. 
While thefe doubts occafioned delays and difficulties, Ifa~ 13flS• 

bell a propofed, that Ed ward fhould refign the dominion of 
Guienne to his fon, now thirteen years of age; and that 
the prince fhould come to Paris, and do the homage which 
every vaffal owed to his fuperior lord. Thi~ expedient, 
which feemed fo happily to remove all difficulties, was 
immediately embraced : Spenfer was charmed with the 
contrivance : Young Edward was fent to Paris: And the 

'r~.tin, 
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c H A P. ruin, covered under this fatal fnare, was never perceived 
XJV. . . "---'---.....or fufpeB:ed, by any of the Engl1fh council. 
1125. THE queen on her arrival in France, had thete found 

a great number of Engli!h fugitives, the remains of the 
Lancafi:rian faB:ion ; and their common hatred of Spenfer 
foon begat a fecret friendlhip and correfpondence between 
them and that princcfs. Among the refi: was young Ro
ger Mortimer, a potent baron in the WeHh marches, who 
had been obliged, with others, to make his fubmiffions to 
the king, had been condemned for high treafcn; but hav
ing received a pardon for his life, was afterwards detained 
in the Tower, with 'an intention of rendering his confine
ment perpetual. He was fo fortunate as to make his 
efcape into France g; and being one of the mofi: confi
derablc perfons now remaining of the party, as well as 
difiingui{hed by his violent animofity againfi Spenfer, he 
was cafily admitted to pay his court to queen !fabella. 
The graces of his perfon and addrefs advanced him quick
ly in her affeB:ions : He became her confident ~nd coun
fellor in all her meafures : And gaining ground daily 
upon her heart, he engaged her to facrifice at lafi:, to het 
paffion, all the fentiments of honour and of fidelity to her 

Confpiracy hu!band h. Hating now the man, whom ihe had injured, 
aeainfl the 
k~ng. and whom ihe never valued, lhe entered ardently into all 

Mortimer's confpiracies ; and having artfully gotten into 
her hands the young prince, and heir of the monarchy; 
fhe refolved on the utter ruin of the king, as well as of 
his favourite. She engaged her brother to take part in the 
fame criminal purpofe: Her court was daily filled with the 
exiled barons : Mortimer lived in the mofi: declared inti
macy with her: A correfpondence was fecretly carried on 
with the malcontent party in England: And when Ed
ward, informed of thofe alarming circumfi:ances, required 

g Rymer, vol. iv. p. 71 8. 2.0. T. de la More, p. 596. Walling. p. ao. 
Ypod. Neuft, P• so6. h T, de la More, P• 598. Murimuth, P· 6;. 
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her fpeedily to return with the prince, !he publicly re .. C H A P. 

plied, that fhe would never fet foot in the kingdom, till~ 

Spenfer was for ever removed from his prefence and coun- 13;t5. 

cils : A declaration, which procured her great popularity 

in England, and threw a decent veil over all her treafon-

able enterpri~es. · 

EnWARD endeavourad to put himfelf in a pofl:ure of 

defince i; but, befides the difficulties arifing from his own 

indolence and flender abilities, and the want of authority, 

which of confequence attended all his refolutions, it was 

not eafy for him, in the prefcnt !b.te of the kingdom and 

revenue, to maintain a confrant force ready to repel an 

invafion, which he knew not at vhat time or place he had 

reafon to expetl:. All his efforts were unequal to the I_nfmrec-
• tJOns. 

traiterous and hofrile confpiracies, which, both at home 

and abroad, were forming againfi his authority, and which 

were daily penetrating farther even into his own family. 

His brother, the earl of Kent, a virtuous but weak prince, 

who was then at Paris, was engaged by his fifrer-in-law, 

and by the king of France, who was alfo his coufin-ger

man, to give countenance to the invafion, whofe foie ob

jeCt, he believed, was the expulfion of the Spenfers: He 

prevailed on his elder brother, the earl of Norfolk, to 

enter fecretly into the fame defign: The earl of Leiceficr, 

brother and heir of the earl of Lancafrer, had too many 

re'afons for his hatred of thefe minifras, to refufe h:s con

currence. Waiter de Reynel, archbifhop of Canterbury, 

and many of the prelates, exprdfcd their approbation of 

the queen's meafures: Several of the mofr potent b4rons, 

envying the authority of the favourite, were ready to fly 

to arms : 'rhe minds of the people, by means of fome 

truths and many calumnies, were firongly difpofcd to the 

fame party: And there needed but the appearance of the 

queen and prince, with fuch a body of foreign troops, as 

1 Rymer, vol. h·. p. tSf• zSS. 225. 
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C H .s. P. mi >·ht proteCl: her again it immediate vio~ence, to turn. XIV '· ...., 
~all this tempefr, fo artfully prepared, againfi: the un-

happy Edward. 

1316. CHARLES, though he gave countenance and affifi:ance 
to the faCl:ion, was afhamed openly to fupport the queen 
and prince, againi1 the authority of a hufband and father; 
and Ifabella was obliged to court the alliance of fome 
other foreign potentate, from whofe dominions fhe might 
fet out on her int12nded entcrprize. For this purpofe, ilie 
affianced young Edward, whofe tender age made him in
capable to judge of the confequences, with Philippa, 
daughter of the count of Holland and Hainault k; and 
having, by the open affiflance of this prince, and the 
1ccret protection of her brother, inlifled in her fcrvice near 
3000 men, fhe fet fail from the harbour of Dort, and 
landed fafely, and without oppofition, on the coafr of Suf-

,.4th Sept. folk. The earl of Kent was in her company; Two 
other princes of the blood, the earl of Norfolk, and the 
earl of Leicctfler, joined her foon after her landing with 
all their followers: T'hree prelates, the bifhops of Ely, 
Lincoln, and Hereford, brought her both the force of 
their vaffals and the authority of their character 1 : Even 
Robert de \Vatteville, who had been fent by the king to 
oppofe her progrefs in Suffolk, defcrted to her with all 
his forces. To render her caufe more favourab]e, fhe 
rene\·;ed her declaration, that the foie purpofe of her en
terprize was to free the king and kingdom from the ty
ranny of the Spenfcrs, and of chancellor Baldoc, their 
creature m. The populace were allured by her fpecious 
pretences : The barons thought themfelves fccure againfi: 
fc1 t~itur~::s by t!1.; appearance of the prince in her army: 

k T: ce h Mort>, F· 59S. 
'p. ~07. T. de la More, p. 59". 
Neuil. p. scS. 
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And a weak irrefolute king, fupported by mini!lers gene- c H A P. 

rally odious, was unable to fiem this torrent, which bore~ 
with {uch irrefifiible violence againfl: him. 1326. 

EnwARD, after trying in vain to rouze the citizens of 
London to fome fenfe of duty n, departed for the weft, 

wh~re he hoped to meet with better reception; and he 
had no fooner difcovcred his wcaknets by leaving the city, 
than the rage of the populace broke out without controul 
againft him and his minifiers. They firft plundered, then 
murdered all tho{e who were obnoxious to them : They 
fciz~d the bi{hop of Exeter; a virtuous and loyal prelate, 
as he was palling through the .fhcets; and having be

headed him> they threw his body into the river 0
• They 

made themfelves mafters of the Tower by furprize; then 
entered into a formal a!fociation to put to death, without 
mercy, every one who :fhould dare to oppofe the enter
prize of queen Ifabella, and of the prince P, A like 
fpirit was foon communicated to all other parts of Eng-
land ; and threw the few fervants of the king, who frill 
t:ntertained thoughts of performing their duty, into terror 

and a!lonifhment, 
Enw ARD was hotly purfued to Briftol by the earl of 

Kent, feconded by the foreign forces under John de Hai
nault. He found him{df difappointed in his expectations 
with regard to the loyalty of thofe parts; and he paffed 
over to Wales, where, he Ratttered himfclf, his name was 
more popular, and which he hoped to find uninfected with 
the contagion of general rage, which had feized the Eng

lifh q. The elder Spenfer, created earl of Winchefier, 

was left governor of the cafile of Brifrol; but the garrifon 
mutinied againfl: him, and he was delivered into the 
hands of his enemies. This venerable noble, who had 
nearly reached his ninetieth year, was infrantly, without 

R Walling. p. 123. 
Murjn u•h 1 P• 66. 
p. 6]. 
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c H A P. trial, or witnefs, or accufation, or anfwer, condemned to 
~death by the rebellious barons : He was hanged on a gib

IJ7.6, bet; his body was cut in pieces, and thrown to the dogs r; 
. and his head was fent to Winchefi:er, the place whofe 

title he bore, and was there fet on a pole, and expofed to 
the infults of the populace. 

THE king, difappointed anew m his expectations of 
fuccour from the Wellh, took !hipping for Ireland; but 
being driven back by contrary winds, he endeavoured to 
conceal himfclf in the mountains of Wales : He was 
foon difcovered, was put under the cufiody of the earl of 
Leicefier, and was confined ir:t the cafilc of Kcnilworth. 
The younger SpenCer, his favourite, who alfo fell into 
the hands of his enemies, was executed, like his father, 
without any appearance of a legal trial s : The earl of 
Arundel, almofi: the only man of his rank in England, 
who had maintained his loyalty, was, without any trial, 
put to death at the infiigation of Mortimer: Baldoc, 
the chancellor, being a prieft, aoulJ not with fafety 
be fo fuddenly difpatched ; but being fent to the bi!hop 
of Hereford's palace in London, he was there, as his ene
mies probably forefaw, feized by the populace, waii 
thrown into Newgate, and foon after expired, from the 
cruel ufage which he had received t, Even the ufual 
reverence, paid to the facerdotal character, gave way, 
with every other confideration, to the prefent rage of 
the people. · 

The king THE queen, to avail herfelf of the prevailing delufion, 
.tcthroned. fummoned, in the king's name, a parliament at Weft

· ~ minfi:er; where, together with the power of her army, 
and the .authority of her partizans among the barons, who 
were concerned to fecure their pail treafons by commit-

r .Le land's Coli. vol. i. P• 673. T. de la More, p. 599• WaHing. p. 12.5. 
M. Froi!fart2 liv, i. chap. IJ• s Walfing. p. us. Ypod, Neufi:, 
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ting new aCts of violence again!l: their fovereign, fhe ex-C H A P. 

peC:t:ed to be feconded by the fury of the populace, the~ 
moll: dangerous of all in!l:ruments, and the lea!l: anfwer- 1)~7· 

131h]an. 

able for their excefTes. A charge was drawn up againfl: 

the king, in which, even though it was framed by his 

inveterate enemies, nothing but his narrow genius, or his 

misfortunes, were objetl:ed to him: For the greatefl: ma-

lice found no particular crime with which it could re-

proach this unhappy prince. He was accufed of incapa-

city for government, of wafi-ing his time in idle amufe-

ments, of neglecting public bufinefs, of being fwayed by 

evil counfellors, of having loft, by his mifcondutl, the 

kingdom of Scotland, and part of Guienne; and to fwell 

the charge, 'even the death of fome barons, and die im

prifonment of fome prelates, conviCl:ed of treafon, were 

laid to his account u. It was in vain, amidfi- the violence 

of arms and tumult of the people, to appeal either to law 

or to reafon: The depofition of the king, without any ap-

pearing oppofition, was voted by parliament: The prince, 

already declared regent by his party w, was placed on the 

throne: And a deputation was fent to Edward at Kenil-

worth, to require his refignation, which menaces and 

terror foon extorted from him. 

BuT it was impoffible, that the people, however cor

rupted by the barbarity of the times, frill farther enflamed 

by faction, could for ever remain infenfible to the voice 

of nature. Here, a wife had firfr deferted, next invaded, 

and then dethroned her hufband; had mace her minor 

fon an infrrument in this unnatural treatment of his fa

ther; had by lying pretences feduced the nation into a 

rebellion againft their fovereign; had pulhed them into 

violence and cruelties, that had difuonoured them : All 

thofe circum!l:ances were fo odious in themfelves, and 

u Knyghton, p. 2.765, 2.76e. Brady's App. No. 71.. 

w R,mer~ vol. iv. p. 137• Walfing. P• 12.5. 
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C H A P. formed fuch a complicated fcene of guilt, that the lca{t XtV. 
'---v---' rcflecrion fufficed to open men's eyes, ami make them de-

1327· tefi: this flagrant irfring mcnt of every public and private 
duty. The fufpicion!3 which foon aroie of HabeiJa's cri
minal commerce ~ith .l.Vlortimer, tbc proofs which daily 
broke out of this part of her guilt, encreafed the general 
abhorrenc~ againfl her; and her hypocrify, in publicly 
bewailing with tel.rs the king's unhappy fate x, was not 
able to deceive even the moft fiupid and moft prejudiced 
of her adherents. In proportion as the queen became the 
objetl of public hatred, the dethroned monarch, who had 
been the vitl:im of her crimes and her ambition, was re
garded with pity, vith friendlhip, with veneration: And 
men became fenfib.e, that all his mifconducr, which fac
tion had fo much exaggerated, had been owing to the 
unavoid2.ble weaknefs, not to any voluntary depravity of 
his charaCter. Tl:e earl of Leicefier, now earl of Lan
cafi:er, to whofe <ufiody he had been committed, was 
[oon touched with 1hofe generous fentiments; and befides 
ufing his prifoner with gentlenefs and humanity, he was 
fufpetl:ed to have e11tertained frill more honourable inten
tions in his favour. The king, therefore, was taken from 
his hands, and deli1ered over to lord Berkeley, and Mau
travers, and Gounay, who were entruftcd alternately, 
each fot a month, with the charge of guarding him. 
While he was in the cufrody of Berkeley, he was ftill 
tre~ted with the gmtlenefs due to his rank and his miC
fortunes; b!.lt whe1 the turn of Mautravcrs and Gour
nay came, every fJrcies of indignity was pratl:ifed againfr 
him, as if their intention had been to break entirely tlie 
pri:1ce's fpirit, and to employ his forrows and affiicrions, 

, infiead of more violent and more dangerous expedients, 
for the infiruments of his murder Y. It is reported, that 
one day, when EdN"ard was to be fhaved, they ordered 

:.: Walling. F• 12.6. Y Anonymi Hill. p. 83S. 

cold 

th 



E D \V A R D II. 359 

cold and dirty water to be brou~ht from the ditch for that C H A P • 
...., x·y, 

purpofe; and when he defired it to be chanf)"ed, and was 

fiill denied his requefi, he budl: into tears, which be- 1 '-

dewed his cheeks; and he exclaimed, that, in fpite ,f 

their infolence, he fhould be iliaved witi clean and warm 

water z. But as this method of laying Edw_ard in his 

grave appeared frill too flow to the impatient Mortimer, 

he fecretly fent orders to the two kcerers, who were at 

his devotion, infiantly to difpatch hi111 ; and thcfe ruf-

fians contrived to make the manner of his death as cruel 

and barbarous as poffible. Taking advantage of Berke-

ley's fickncfs, in whofe cufiody he thm was, and who 

was thereby incapacitated from attending his charge a ; 

they came to Berkeley-cafile, and p..lt themfelves in 

pofi(~ffion of the king's perfon. They threw him on a 2 .
1hfi Skept. 

1 e wg 

bed; held him down violently with a 1able, which they murd:red. 

flung over him; thrufi: into his fundament a red-hot iron, 

which they inferted through a horn ; and tho~tgh the out-

ward marks of violence upon his pcrfcn were prevented 

hy this expedient, the horrid deed wa: difcovered to all 

the guards and attendants by the fcrnms, with which 

the agonizing king filled the c::tfile,-whilc his bowels 

were confuming. 

GouP..N AY and l\tlautravers were held in general detef

tation; and when the enfuing revolution in England 

threw their proteCtors from power, t:w· found it necef

fary to proviJe for their fafety by fly 11g the kin~Jom. 

Gournay was afterwards feizcd at M.:rfeilles, Jelivered 

over to the fcndcbal of Guienne, ptt on board a fhip 

with a view of carrying him to England; but he was be";" 

headed at fea, by fecret orders, as w1s fuppofed, f1 om 

fomc nobles and prelates in EngLmcl, mxious to prevent 

any difcovt:ry, which he mi~ht make cf his accomplices. 

1\lautravers concealed himfelf for f~v 1al y~:an; in Ger--

z T. de b Mure, p. 6c?.. a Cotton's A bud:; p. 8. 

A a 4 ma 
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c H A P. many; but having f<mnd means of rendering fome fervice 
~to Edward III. he ventured to approach his perfon, threw 

lJZ7· himfelf on his knees before him, fubmitted to mercy, and 
received a pardon b. 

His charac- 1 T is not eafy to imagine a man more innocent and in-
ter. offenfive than the unhappy king, whofe tragical death 

we have related ; nor a prince lefs fitted for governing 
that fierce and turbulent people, fubjected to his autho
rity. He was obliged to devolve on others the weight of 
government, which he had neither ability nor inclination 
to bear : The fame indolence and want of penetration led 
him to make choice of minifi:ers and favourites, who were 
not always the befi: qualified for the trufi: committed to 
them: The feditious grandees, pleafed with his weaknefs, 
yet complaining of it; under pretence of attacking hi$ 
minifl:ers, infulted his perfon and invaded his authority: 
And the impatient populace, mifiaking the foun;e of their 
grievances, threw all the blame upon the king, and en
creafed the public diforders by their faction and violence. 
It was in vain to look for protection from the laws, whofe 
voice, always feeble in thofe times, was not heard amidft 
the din of arms: What could not defend the king was 
Iefs able to give fhe1ter to any of the people: The whole 
machine of government was torne in pieces with fury and 
violence: And men, infiead of regretting the manners of 
their age, and the form of their confi:itution, which re
quired the mofi: fl:eady and moll: fkilful hand to condutl; 
them, imputed all errors to the perfon who had the miC
fortune to be entrufied with the reins of empire. 

BuT though fuch mifiakes are natural and almofi un
avoidable while the events are recent, it is a lhameful 
delufion in modern hifl:orians, to imagine, that all the 
ancient princes, who were unfortunate in their govern
ment, were alfo tyrannical in their condua, and that the 

lJ Cotton's Abrid[• p. 66. h. Rymer1 vo!. v. F• 6co, 
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(editions of the people always proceeded from Come inva- C H A P. 

fi f h 
. . .

1 
XIV. 

ton o t etr pnvt cges by the monarch. Even a great~ 

and a good king was not in that age fecure againfl: faCtion 132 7• 

and rebellion, as appears in the cafe of Henry II. ; but a 

great king had the befr chance, as we learn from the hif-

tory of the fame period, for quelling and fubduing them~ 

Compare the reigns and characters of Edward I. and II. 

The father made fevera] violent attempts againfr the liber-

ties of the people: His barons oppofed him : He was 

obliged, at leail: found it prudent, to fubmit: But as 

they dreaded his valour and abilities, they were content 

with reafonable fatisfacrion, and pufhed no farther their 

advantages againfl: him. The facility and weaknefs of 

the fon, not his violence, threw every thing into confu-

1ion: The laws and government were overturned: An 

attempt to reinfhte them was an unpardonable crime: 

And no atonement, but the depofition and tragical death 

of the king himfelf, could give thofe barons contentment. 

It is eafy to fee, that a confl:itution, which depended fo 

much on the perfonal character of the prince, muft ne

ceffarily, in many of its parts, be a government of will, 

not of laws. But always to throw, without di!l:inction, 

the blame of all diforders upon the fovereign, would in

troduce a fatal error in politics, and ferve as a perpetual 

apology for treafon and rebellion : As if the turbulence of 

the great, and madnefs of the people, were not, equally 

with the tyranny of princes, evils incident to human fo

ciety, and no lefs carefully to be guarded againfl: in every 

well regulated confl:itution. 

WHILE thefe abominable fcenes paffed in England, Mifcellant

the theatre of France was frained with a wickednefs equally <:us trdanf~c-
tlons ur1ng 

barbarous, and frill more public and deliberate. The this reign. 

order of knights templars had arifen during the firfl: fer-

vour of the Crufades; and uniting the two qualities the 

m oft popular in that age, devotion and valour, and exer-

cifing both in the mo.fl: popular of all enterprizei, the de-
fence 
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c H A P. fence of the Holy Land, they had made rapid advances in XIV. 
~credit and authority, and had acquired, from the piety of 

1 l 2 7· the faithful, ample poffcffions in every country of Eu
rope, efpecially in France. Their great riches, joined 
to the courfe of time, had, by degrees, relaxed the fe
verity of thefe virtues ; and the templars had in a great 
rneafure loll that popularity, which firfr raifed them to 
honour and di!linB:ion. Acquainted from experience with 
the fatigues and dangers of thofe fruitlefs expeditions to 
the Eaft, they rather chofe to enjoy in eafe their opu
lent revenues in Europe : And being all men of birth, 
educated, according to the cu!lom of that age, without 
any tincture of letters, they fcorned the ignoble occu
pations of a monaftic life, and paffed their time wholly in 
the faihionable amufements of hunting, gallantry, and 
the pleafures of the table. Their rival order, that of St. 
John of Jerufalem, whofe poverty had as yet .rreferved 
them from like corruptions, frill diftinguifhed themfelves 
by their enterprizes agail)fl: the Infidels, and fucceeded tG> 
all the popularity, which was lofi: by the indolence and 

.luxury of the templars. But though thefe reafons had 
weakened the foundations of this order, once fo cele
brated and revered, the immediate caufe of their de!huc
tion proceeded from the cru ~ l and vindictive fpirit of 
Philip the Fair, who, having entertained a private difgufl: 
againft fame eminent templars, determined to gratify at 
()nce his avidity and re\'enge, by involving the whole 
order in an un:U!:inguifhed ruin. On no better infor
mation, than that of two knights, condemned by their 
fuperiors to perpetual imprifonmcnt for their vices and 
1wofligacy; he ordered on one day::dl the templars in France 
to be committed to prifon, and imputed to them fuch 
enormous and abfurd crimes, ' as are fufficient of them
felves to deftroy all the credit of the accufation. Befides 
their being univerfa11y charged with mu dcr, robbery, 

and 
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nd vices the m.o!l !hocking to nature ; every on~, it was C H A P. 

pre:endeJ, whom they received into their order, was~~ 
obliged to renounce his Saviour, to fpit upon the crofs c, 13a7. 

and to join to this impiety the fupcrfi:ition of worfhipping 

a gilded head, which was fecretly kept in ope of their 

houfes at l\1arfeilles. They alfo initiated, it was faid, 

.every candidate by fuch infamous rites, as could ferve to 

no other purpo!c, than to degrade the order in his eyes9 

and defi:roy for ever the authority of all his fuperiors over 

him d. Above a hundred of thefe unhappy gentlemen 

were put to the qucfiion, in order to extort from them a 

confeffion of their guiit: The more obfiinate perilhed in 

the hands of their tormentors: Several, to procure im-

mediate eafe in the violence of their agonies, acknow-

ledged whatever was required of them: Forged confeffions 

were imputed to others: And Philip, as if their guilt were 

now certain, proceeded to a confifcation of all their trea-

fures. But no fooner were the templars relieved from 

their tortures, than, preferring the mofr er ei execution 

to a life with infamy, they difavowed their confi ffions, 

exclaimed againfr the fo,rgeries, j ufiifi.ed rh innoc.en e f 

their order, and appealed to all the gallant aCtions, pe:r 

formed by them in ancient or fater times, as ~ ful l ap -

logy for their conduCl:. The tyrant, enraged at th ·~ 

difappointment, and thinking himfelF now engaged in 

honour to proceed to extremities, ordered :fifty-iour o 

them, whom he branded as relapfed heretic , to p ·rifu 

by the punilhment of fire in his capital : Great num er 

expireJ ~fter a like manner in other parts of the k ingdom: 

And when he found, that the perfeverance of thde un

h3ppy vicrims, in j ufrifying to the hfr their im ~ ocenc ,

had made deep impreffion on the fpechtors, he cndea c ured 

0 overcome the confiancy of the templars by n w inhu-

c Rymer, vo'. ii i . p. 31. Jor. 

d Jt ·•as rreteJ ded, that he killed th:: kni~;hts V. ho rt ceived him on th e 

·fl uth, n .. vel, and breech, Dupuy, p. 1 5• t6. W c1lf. p. 99• 

7 manitics. 
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C R ~ P. manities. The grand ma!ler of the order, John de Mo
XIV. 

~Jay, and another great officer, brother to the fovereign of 
:11:17· Dauphiny, were condutl:ed to a fcaffold, ereCl:ed before 

the church of Notredame, at Paris: A full pardon was 
offered them on the one hand : The fire, defiined for 
their execution, was fhown them on the other: Thefe 
gallant nobles fiill pedill:ed in the protefiations of their 
own innocence and that of their order; and were infrantly 
hurried into the flam.es by the executioner e. 

IN all this barbarous injuftice, Clement V. who was 
the creature of Philip, and then refided in France, fully 
concurred; and without examining a witnefs, or making 
any enquiry into the truth of facts, he, fummarily, 
by the plenitude of his apofrolic power, aboli!hed the 
whole order. The templars all over Europe were· thrown 
into prifon; their conduct underwent a firitl: fcrutiny; 
the power of their enemies frill purfued and oppreffed 
them; but no where, except in France, were the fmalleft 
traces of their guilt pretended to be found. England 
fent an 'ample tefrimony of their piety and morals; but as 
the order was now annihilated, the knights were di!hi
buted into feveral convents, and their poflefiions were, 
by command of the pope~ transferred to the order of St. 
John r. We now proceed to relate fome other detached 
tranfaB:ions of the prefent period. · 

THE kingdom of England was affiiCl:ed with a grievous 
famine during feveral years of this reign. Perpetual rains 
and cold weather, not only defrroyed the harvefr, but 
bred a mortality among the cattle, and raifed every kind 
of food to an enormous price g. The parliament, m 
I 315, endeavoured to fix more moderate rates to commo~ 
clities; not fenfible that fuch an attempt was impraCl:icable, 
and that, were it poffible to reduce the price of provifions 

e Vertot, vol. ii. p. 142. 

vol. iv. p. 4 7, Y pod. N euft, P• 506. 
f Rymer, vol. iii. p. 3~3· 956. 

g T1ivet, cont. p. 17, 18. 
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by any other expedient than by introducing plenty, no- c H A P. 

thing could be more pernicious and defrrutl:ive to the~ 
public. Where the produce of a year, for infrance, falls 13~7. 

fo far fhort, as to afford full fubfifiance only for nine 

months, the only expedient for making it lafi: all the 

twelve, is to raife .the prices, to put the people by that 

means on lhort allowance, and oblige them to fave 

their food, till a more plentiful feafon. But in reality, 

the encreafe of prices is a necefrary confequence of fear-

city; and laws, infi:ead of P.revcnting it, only aggravate 

the evil, by cramping and refhaining commerce. The 

parliament accordin;ly, in the enfuing year, repealed 

their ordinance, which they had found ufelefs and bur-

denfome h, 

THE prices affixed by the parliament are fomewh<ft.re

markable: 1"'hree pounJs twelve £billings of our prefent 

money for the befr Halled ox; for other oxen, two pounds 

eight £billings : A fat hog of two years old, ten £billings : 

A fat wether unlhorn, a crown ; if lhorn, three £billings 

and fix-pence: A fat goofe, feven•pence halfpenny: A 

fat capon, fix-pence: A fat hen, three-pence: 'fwo 

chickens, three-pence: Four pigeons, three-pence: 1'wo 

dozen of eggs, three-pence i. If we confider thefe prices, 

we lhall find, that butcher's meat, in this time of great 

fcarcity, mufi frill have been fold, by the parliamentary 

ordinance, three times cheaper than our middling prices 

at prefent : Poultry fomewhat lower; becaufe, being now 

confidcred as a delicacy, it has rifen beyond its propor

tion. In the country places of Ireland and Scotland, 

w~ere delicacies bear no price, poultry is at pre(ent as 

cheap, if not cheaper, than butcher'~ meat. But the in

ference I woald draw from the comparifon of prices is frill 

more confiderable: I fuppofe that the rates, affixed by 

a Waif. p. xo7. i Rot. Pari. 7 Edw, II. n. 3;, 36. Ypod, 

l- · P• 5" 2 • 
parliament; 
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C H A P. parliament, were inferior to the ufual market ptices in ~w 
, X~ thofe years of famine and mortality of cattle; and that [u, 

13~7. thefe commodities, inftead of a third, had really rifen to 
a half of the prefent value. But the famine at that time 
was fo confuming, that wheat was fometimes fold for 
above four pounds ten iliillings a quarter k, ufually for 
three pounds 1 ; that is, twice our middling prices. A 
certain proof of the wretched frate of tillage in thofe ages. 
We formerly found, that the middling price of corn in 
that period was half of the prefept price; while the mid
dling price of cattle was only an eigh li part: VIe here 
:find the fame immcnfe difp." r~ o ... 1 ;on !n years of fcarcity. 
It may thence be inferred \ 1tn c-ertain .. y, that the raifing 
of corn was a fpecies of manufac ory, which few in that 
age could praB:ife with ad van ~ge: And there is reafon to 
think, that other manufactures more refined, were fold 
even beyond their prefent prices : At leaft there is a de-
monfrration for it in the reign of Henry VII. from the hei 

rates affixed to fcarlet and other broad cloth by aB: of par- ea 
liament. During all thofe times, it was ufual for the ca 

princes and great nobility to make fettlements of their 
velvet beds and filken robes, in the fame manner as of 
their efiates and manors m. In the lift of jewels and plate, 
which had belonged to the oftentatious Gavafron, and 
which the king recovered from the earl of Lanca:fi:er after 
the murder of that favourite, we find fome embroidered 
girdles, flowered fhirts, and filk waiflcoats 11

• It vvas after
wards one article of accufation againfr that potent and 
opulent earl, when he was put to death, that he had pur-
loined fome of that finery of Gavafton's. 'T'he ignorance 
of thofe ages in manufactures, and ftill more, their un-
1kilful hu!bandry, feem a clear proof that the country was 
then far from being populous. 

k Murimuth, P· 48. vValfingham, p. Io8, fays it rofe to fix fOUnds. 
1 YFod. Neuft. p. 502. Tr:vet, cont. p. 18. 
Jn Dugdale pafiim. n Rymer, vol. iii, p. 3SS. 
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ALL trade and manufactures indeed were then at a very C H A P. 
low ebb. The only country in the northern parts of~ 
Europe, where they feem to have rifen to any tolerable ?32 7 
degree of improvement, was Flanders. \Vhen Robert, 
earl of that country, was applied to by the king, and was 
defi.red to break off commerce with the Scots, whom Ed-
ward called his rebeh, and reprefented as excommuni-
cated on that account by the church, the earl replied, 
that Flanders was always confi.dered as common, and free 
and open to all nations o. 

THE petition of the elder Spcnfer to parliament, com
plaining of the devafiation committed on his lands by the 
barons, contains {everal particulars, which are curious, 
and difcover the manners of the age P. He affirms, that 
they had ravaged G.xty-three manors belonging to him, 
and he ma!ces his loffes amount to 46,ooo pounds; that 
is, to 1 38,ooo of our prefent money. Among other par
ticulars, he enumerates 28,ooo £beep, 1 ooo oxen and 
heifers, 1200 cows with their breed for two years, s6o 
cart horfes, 2000 hogs, together with 6oo bacons, 8o 
carcaffes of beef, and 6oo muttons in the larder; ten 
tuns of cyder, arms for 200 men, and other warlike en
gines and provifi.ons. The plain inference is, that the 
greater part of Spenfer's vafi efiate, as well as the efi:ates of 
the other nobility, was farmed by the landlord himfc~f, 
managed by his fiewards or bailiffs, and cultivated by his 
villains. Little or none of it was let on leafe to hufbano
men : Its produce was confumed in rufiic hofpitality by 
the baron or his officers : A great number of idle re
tainers, ready for any diforder or mifchief, were main
tained by him : All who lived upon his efi:ate were abfo
lutely at his difpofal : Inftead of applying to courts of 
jufiice, he ufually fought redrefs by open for<Je and vio-

o Rymer, vol. iii. p. 770. P Brady's hi{l, vol. ii. p. 143, from 
Oauf, 15 Edw. 11. M. 1 ;. Dors. in cedula, 

Jcnc;e: 
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C H A P. lence: The great nobility were a kind of independant 

XIV. h "f h 1i b ' d . 
"--v---J potentates, w o, 1 t ey u mltte to any regulatwns at 

1327. ~IJ, were lefs governed by the municipal law, than by a 

rude fpecies of the law of nations. The method, in 

which we find they treated the king's favourites and mi

nifters, is a proof of their ufual way of dealing with each 

other. A party, which complains of the arbitrary con

duel: of minifters, ought naturally to affect a great regard 

for the laws and conftitution, and maintain at leail the 

appearance of j uilice in their proceedings : Yet thofe ba

rons, when difcontented, came to parliament with an 

armed force, confi:rained the king to affent to their mea

fures, and without any trial or witnefs or conviction, 

paffed, from the pretended notoriety of facts, an act of 

banifhment or attainder againfi: the miniiler, which, on 

the fidl: revolution of fortune, was reverfed by like expe

dients. The parliament, during fatl:ious times, was no

thing but the organ of prefent power. Though the per

fons, of whom it was chiefly compofed, feemed to enjoy 

great independance, they really poffeffed no true liberty; 

and the fecurity of each individual among them, was not 

fo much derived from the general protetl:ion of law, as 

from his own private power and that of his confederates. 

The authority of the monarch, though far from abfolute, 

was irregular, and might often reach him: The current 

of a fatl:ion might overwhelm him : A hundred confider

ations, of benefits and injuries, friendlhips and animo

fities, hopes and fears, were able to influence his conduct; 

and amidil thefe motives a regard to equity and law and 

juftice was commonly, in thofe rude ages, of little mo

ment. Nor did any man entertain thoughts of oppofing 

prefent power, who did not deem himfelf ftrong enough 

to difpute the field with it by force, and was not prepared 

to give battle to t.be fovereign or the ruling party. 

BEFORE 

b 
Yo 
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DE FORE I conclude~this reign, I cannot forbear making c §t A P. 

another remark, drawn from the detail of loffes given in by~ 
the elder Spenfer; particula:ly, the great quantity of falted 1 31 7· 

meat which he had in his larder, 6oo bacons, 8o car-

caffes of beef, 6oo muttons. We may obferve thttt the 

outrage, of which he complained, began after the third 

of IVIay, or the eleventh new fry le, as we learn from the 

fame paper. It is eafy therefore to conjecture what a vafl: 

fiore of the fame kind he mufr have laid up at the begin-

ning of winter; and we may draw a new conclufion with 

regard to the wretched fiate of ancient h 1fbandry, which 

could not provide fubfifbnce for the cattle during winter, 

even in fuch a temperate climate as the fouth of En.g-

land : For Spenfer had but one manor fo far north as 

Yorkfhire. There being few or no inclofures, except 

p~rhaps for deer, no fown grafs, little hay, and no other 

refource for feeding cattle; the barons, as well as the 

people, were obliged to kill and fait their oxen and fheep 

in the beginning of winter, before they became lean upon 

the common pafi:ure: A precaution fl:ill praB:ifed with 

regard to oxen in the lea:ll cultivated parts of this ifland. 

'rhe falting of mutton is a miferable expedient, which 

has every where been long difufed. From this circum-

fiance, however trivial in appearance, may be drawn im-

portant inferences, with regard to the domefl:ic <:economy 

and manner of life in thofe ages. 

THE diforders of the times, froill foreign wars and in

tefiine diflentions, but above ail, the cruel famine, which 

obliged the nobility to difmifs many of their retainers, 

encrcafed the number of robbers in the kingdom; and no 

place was fecure from their incurfions s. 1"'hey met in 

troops like armies, and over-ran the country. Two 

cardinals, themfelves, the pope's legates, notwithfrand

ing the numerous train, which attended them, were 

s Ypod: N~ull, p. 502. Waif. P• 107. 

VoL. II. B b robbed, 
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c f-1, A P. robbed, and defpoiled of their goods and equipage, when 
~ th ry travelled on the high-way r. 

1327· Al\IONG the other wild fancies of the age, it was ima-
gined, that the pcrfons affeeted with leprofy, a difcJ.fe at 
that time very common, probably from bad diet, had con
fpired with the Saracens to poifon all the fprings and foun
tains ; and men being glad of any pretence to get rid of 
thofe who were a burthen to them, many of thofe unhappy 
people were burnt alive on this chimerical imputation. 
Several J cws alfo were punHhed in their perfons, and their 
goods were confifcated on the fame account u. 

STowE, in his furvey of London, gives us a curious 
infiance of the hofpitality of the ancient nobility in this 
period : It is taken from the accounts of the cofferer or 
fl:eward of Thomas earl of Lancafier, and contains the 
expences of that earl during the year I 313, which was 
not a year of famine. For the pantry, buttery, and kit
chen, 3405 pounds. For 369 pipes of red wine, and 
two of white, 104 pounds, &c. The whole 7309 
pounds; that, is near 22,000 pounds of our prefent 
money; and making allowance for the cheapnefs of com
modities, near a hundred thoufand pounds. 

I HA vE feen a French manufcript, containing accounts 
of fome private di!burfcments of this king. There is an 
'article, among others, of a crown paid to one for making 
the king laugh. To judge by the events of the reign, 
this ought not to have been an eafy undertaking. 
. THIS king left four children, two fons and twO' 
daughters: Edward, his eldefi fon and fucceffor; John, 
created afterwards earl of Cornwal, who died young at 
Perth; J ane, afterwards married to David Bruce,. king 
of Scotland; and Eleanor,. married to Reginald, count of 
Gueldres. 

t Ypod. Neufl:, p, 503. T. de la More, p. 594• Trivet, cont. p. u, 
Murimuth, P• SI• 11 Ypod, Ncijfr, P• soot, 
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CHAP XV. 

E D W A R D III. 

War with Scotland--Execution of the Earl of Kent 

-Execution of Mortimer, earl of March-

State of Scotland-- War with that kingdom,

J(ing's claim to the crown of France--Prepara

tions for war with France--War.....:_Naval 

rviftory - Domeflic dijlurbances--Affairs of 
Britmmy--Renewal of the war with France-

lnvajion of Prance--Battle of Crecy--fVar 

with Scot!and--Capti·vity of the king of Scots 

---.-Calais taken. 

T HE violent party, which had taken arms again!l: c H A P. 

Edward II. and finally depofed that unfortunate xv. 

monarch, deemed it requifite for their future fecurity to~ 
pay fo far an exterior obeifance to the law, as to defire a :oth Jan. 

parliamentary indemnity for all their illegal proceedings ; 

on account of the nece.ffity, which, it was pretended, 

they lay under, of employing 'force again£1: the Spenfers 

and other evil counfellors, enemies of the kingdom. 

All the attainders alfo, which had paiTed againfr the earl 

of Lancafrer and his adherents, vvhen the chance of war 

turned againfr them, were eafily revcrfed during the t6-

umph of their party w; and the Spenfers, whofe former 

attainder had been reverfed by parliament, were now 

again, in this change of fortune, condemn~d by the votes 

of their enemies. A council of regency was likewife 

appointed by parliament, confifiing of twelve perfons; 

five prelates, the archbiiliops of Canterbury and York, 

w Ryn er, vel. iv. p. Z4S· 257, zsS, &c 
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c HXA r. the bifhops of vVinchdlcr, \Vorce!ler, and Htreford ; and _v. 
~ fev::n lay peers, the earls of Norfolk, Kent, and Surrey, 

1 31 i· and the lords vVake, Ingham, Piercy, and Rofs. The 
earl of Lancdler was appointed guardian and proteCtor 
of the king's pcrfon. But though it was rcafonable to 
expeCt, that, as the wcakncfs of the former king had 
given reins to the licentioufnefs of the barons, great do~ 

mdl:ic tranquillity would not prevail during the prefent 
minority; the firfr difrurbance arofe from an invafion by 

\Var wi :h 
ScutLnd. 

foreign enemies. 

THE king of Scots, declining in years and health, but 
retaining fiill tha.t martial fpirit, which had raifed his 
nation from the Iowefi ebb of fortune, deemed the pre
fcnt opportunity favourable for infefting England. He 
firfr made an attempt on the cafrle of Nor ham, in which 
he was difappointed ; he then colleCl:ed an army of 25,000 

men on the frontiers, and having given the command to 
the earl of Murray and lord Douglas, threatened an in~ 
curfion into the northern counties. The Engli!h regency, 
after trying in vain every expedient to refrore peace with 
Scotland, made vigorous preparations for war; and be

fides affembling an Engli{h army of near fixty thoufand 
men, they invited back John Hainault, and fome fo
reign cavalry, whom they had difm!Ifcd, and whofe dif~ 
ciplinc and arms had appeared fupcrior to thofe of their 

own country. Young Edward himfelf, burning with a 
paffion for military fame, appeared at the head of thefc 
nt..rmerous forces; and marched from Durham, the ap
pointed place of remlezvous, in quefr of the enemy, who 
had already broken into the frontiers, and were laying 
every thing wafre around them • 

.1\1 URRA Y and Douglas were the two mofr celebrated 
warriors, bred in the long hofrilities between the Scots 
and Eng1ilh; and their forces, trained in the fame fchool, 
and enured to hardlhips, fatigues, and dangers, were 

lJcrfeB:ly qualified, by their habits and manner of life, 
for 

re 
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vr th.tt dcfult.ory and defi:ruB:ive war, which they ca;Tied c Hx~. P. 

wto England. E.·ccpt a body of about 4000 cavalry, 1.-.:...y--J 

well !rmed, and fit to make a ileady imprcffion in battle, 1 3:t7· 

the refi of the army were light-~rmed troops, mounted on 

fmall horfes, which found fubfiftance every where, and 

carried them with rapid and U!lexpeB:ed marches, whether 

they meant to commit depredations on the peac{!ablc in

habitants, or to attack an armed enemy, or to retreat into 

their own country. Their whole equipage confifred of 

a bag of oat-meal, which, as a fuppl y in cafe of necef-

fity, each foldier carried behind him; together with a 

light plate of iron, on which he infiantly baked the meal 

into a cake, in the open fields. But his chief fubfifi-ance 

was the cattle which he feized; and his cookery was as 

expeditious as all his other operations. After flcaing the 

Rnimal, he placed the fkin, looili and hanging in the form 

of a bag, upon fome fiakes; he poured water into it, 

kindled a fire below, and thus made it fcrve as a caldron 

for the boiling of his vietuals x. 

THE chief difficulty which Edward met with, aft::r 

compofing fome dangerous frays, which broke out be

tween his foreign forces and the Engliih Y, was to come 

up with an army fo rapid in its marches, and fo little in

cumbered in its motions. Though the flame and fmoke 

of burning villages direB:ed him fufficiently to the place 

of their encampment, he found, upon hurrying thither, 

that they had already difiodged; and he foon difcovered, 

by new marlcs of devafration, that they had removed to 

fome difrant quarter. After haraffing his army during 

fome time in this fruitlefs chace, he advanced northwards, 

and croffed the Tyne, with a refolution of awaiting 

them on their return homewards, and caking vcuceance 

for all their depredations z. But that whole country was 

;!heady fo much wafted by their h.equent incurfions, that 

x Froiffard, liv. iv. chap. 18. 

z lb:d.liv, iv. chap. 19. 
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c H A P. it could not afford fubfi:fl:ance to his army; and he was 

~obliged again to return fouthwards, and change his plan 

IJ27• of operations. He had now loft all track of the enemy ; 

and though he promifed the reward of ~ hundred pounds 
a year to any one who !hould bring him an account of 

their motions, he remained unaB:ive fome days, before 

he received any intelligence of them a. He found at laft~ 
that they had fixed their camp on the fouthern banks of 
the Were, as if they intended to await a battle; but 

their prudent leaders had chofen the ground with fuch 

judgment, that the Englifh, on their approach, faw it 
'impraCticable, without temerity, to crofs the river in 

their front, and attack them in their prefent fituation. 

Edward, impatient for revenge and glory, here fent them 
a defiance, and challenged them, if they dared, to meet 

him in an cq ual field, and try the fortune of arms. The 

bold fpirit of Douglas could ill brook this bravadoe, 

and he advifed the, acceptance of the challenge; but he 

was over-ruled by Murray, who replied to Edward, that 

he never took the counfel of an enemy in any of his ope
rations. The king, therefore, kept frill his pofition oppo.
fite to the Scots; and daily expeCted, that neceffity would 

oblige them to change their quarters, and give him an 
opportunity of overwhelming them with fuperior forces. 
After a few days, they fuddenly decamped, and marched 
farther up the river; but frill po:fl:ed themfelves in fuch 

· ~ manner,. as to prcferve the advantage of the ground, if 

the enemy fhould venture to attack them b, Edward in

.fi:fl:cd, that all hazards fbould be run, rather than allow 

thefe ravagers to efcape with impunity; but .rv1ortimer's 
authority prevented the attack, and oppofed itfclf to the 
valour of the young monarch. While the ar~ies lay i~ 
this pofition, an incident happened which had well nigh 

proved htal to the Englifu. Douglas, having gotten the 

··~er, vll], iv. p. ~ u,, Froiffard, liv. iv. chap. 19. 
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word, and furveyed cxaB:ly the fituation of the Englilh C H A P• 

camp, entered it fecretly in the night-time, with a body ~ 
of two hundred determined foldiers, and advanced to l3l.7, 

the royal tent, with a view of killing or carrying off the 

king, in the midfr of his army. But fome of Edward's 

attendants, awaking in that critical moment, made refifr-

ance; his chaplain and chamberlain facrificed their lives 

for his fafety; the king himfelf, after making a valorous 

defence, efcapcd in the dark: And Dougla-;, having loft 

the greater part of his followers, was glad to make a 

hafry retreat with the remainder c. Soon after, the Scot-

tilh army decamped without noife in the dead of night; 

and having thus gotten the frart of the Englifh, arrived 

without farther lofs in their own country. Edward, on 

entering the place of the Scottilh encampment, found 

only fix Englilhmen, whom the enemy, after breaking 

their legs, had tied to trees, in order to prevent their 

carrying any intelligence to their countrymen d. 

THE king was highly incenfed at the difappointment, 

which he had met with, in his firfr enterprize, and at the 

head of fo gallant an army. The fymptoms, which he 

had difcovered of bravery and fpirit, gave extreme fatif

faCl:ion, and were regarded as fure prognofrics of an illuf

trious reign : But the general di!pleafure fell violently on 

.Mortimer, who was already the object of public odium: 

And every meafure, which he purfued, tended to aggra. 

vate, beyond all bounds, the hatred of the nation both 

againfr him and queen !fabella. 

WHEN the council of regency was formed, Mortimer, 

though in the pienitude of his power, had taken no care 

to enfure a place in it; but this femblance of moderation 

was only a cover to the mofr iniquitous and mofr ambi

tious projeCl:s. He rendered that council entirely ufelefs 

by ufurping to himfelf the whole fovereign authority; 

c Froiffard, liv. iv. chap, 19, Hemingford, p. 268. Ypod. Neufr p. S09• 

Knyghton, p. zssz. d Froilfard, liv. iv, chap. IJ. 
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C f1 A P. he fcttled on the queen-dowager the greater part of th~ XV. 
~royal revenues; he never confultcd either the princes of 

'3 1 7· the blood, or the nobility in any public meafure; the 
king himfelf was fo befieged by his creatures, that no ac
cefs could be procured to him; and all the envy, which 
had attended Gavafron and Spenfer, fell much more dc
fervedly on the new favourite. 

Jl~;. 1\1oRTIMER, fenfible of the growing hatredofthe peo-
ple, thought it req ulfite, on any terms, to fecure peace 
abroad; and he e~tered into a negociation with Robert 
Bruce for that purpofe. As the claim of fuperiority in 
England, tpore th~n any other caufe, had tended to in
£ame the animofities between the two nations, 1\1ortimcr., 
bcfides fiipulating a marriage between J ane, fifter of Ed
ward, and David, the fon and heir of Robert, confented 
to refign ab!olutely this claim, to give up all the homages 
done by the Scotti!h parliament and nobility, and to ac
knowledge Robert as independant fovereign of Scotland e. 

In return for thefe advantages, Robert ftipulated the 
payment of 30,000 m~rks to England. This treaty 
was ratified by parliament (; but was ne\.'erthelefs th~ 
{ource of great difcontent among the people, who, hav
ing entered ~ealoufly into the pretenfions of Edward I. 
and deeming themfelves difgraced by the fuccefsful re
fiilance made by fo inferior a nation, were clifappointed 
by this treaty, in all future ~opes both of conquefi and 
~f vengeance. 

THE princes of the blood, Kent, Norfolk, and Lan
cafrer, were much united in their coun~ils; and Morti
mer entertained great fufpicions of their defigns againfr 
him. In fummoning them to parliament, he ftriCl:ly 
prohibiteq them, in the king's name, from coming at
~endep by afl armed force, an illegal but ufual praCl:ic 
in that ag~. The three eq.rls, as they approached •o 

e Rymer, p. 337• Heming, p. 'J70• Ar,pn. Hift. p. 391· f Ypod. 
I Jeuft. P• 5'?.· 
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ali{bury, the place appointed for the meeting of parlia-C H A Pl 

ment, found, that, though they themfelves, in obedience~ 
to the king's command, had brought only their ufual 13<8· 

retinue with them, Mortimer and his party were attended 

by all their followers in arms; and they began with 

fome reafon to apprehend a dangerous de!ign againfl: 

their perfons. 'I'hey retreated, affembled their retainers, 

.and were returning with an army to take vengeance on 

M01·timer; when the weaknefs of Kent and Norfolk, 

who deferted the common caufe, obliged Lancafter alfo 

to make his fubmiffions g. The quarrel, by the interpo-

fition of the prelates, fecmed for the prefent to be ap-

peafed. 

BuT l\1ortimer, in order to intimidate the princes, 

determined to have a viCl:im; and the limplicity, with 

the good intentions of the earl of Kent, afforded him 

foon after an opportunity of pracri!ing upon him. By 

himfelf and his cmiffaries, he endeavoured to perfuade 

that prince, that his brother, ~ing Edward, was frill 

alive, and detained in fo;:ne fecret prifon in England. 

The earl, whofe remorfes for the part which he had aCte<t 

againfi the late king, probably inclined him to give ere~ 

dit to this intelligence, entered into a defign of refroring 

him to liberty, of re-ipftating him on the throne, and 

of making thereby fome atonement for the injuries which 

IJ29• 

he himfelf had unwarily done him h. After this harmlefs 1330• 

contrivance had been allowed to proceed a certain length, 

the earl wa$ feized by Mortimer, was accufed before the 

parliament? and condemned by thofe flavilh, thougll tur-

bulent barons? to lofe his life and fortune. The queen 9thMarc~

and Mortimer, apprehen!ive of young Edward's lepityExecution 
· . ~ilie9d 

towards his uncle, hurried on the execution, and the of Kent. 

~rifoner was beheaded next day: But fo general was the 

g I;.nyghton, p. ZS54• . b 4vdbury~ P• ~~ Anon. Hill:, P• 395• 
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c H A P. affection borne him, and fuch pity prevailed for his 
~unhappy fate, that, though peers had been eafily found to 

J33o. condemn him, it was evening before his enemies could 
find an executioner to perform the office i, 

THE earl of Lancafier, on pretence of his having 
affented to this confpiracy, was foon after thrown into 
prifon: Many of the prelates and nobility were profecuted: 
Mortimer employed this engine to crufh all his enemies, 
and to enrich himfelf and his family by the forfeitures. 
The efiate of the earl of Kent was feized for his younger 
fon, Geoffrey: The immenfe fortunes of the S penfers and 
their adherents were mofily converted to his own ufe: He 
affected a ftate and dignity equal or fuperior to the 
royal : His power became formidable to every one : His 
illegal practices were daily complained of: And all 
parties, forgetting paft animofities, confpired in their 
hatred of Morti mer~ 

IT was impoffible, 'that thefe abufes could long efcape 
the obfervation of a prince, endowed with fo much fpirit 
and judgment as young Edward; who, being now in his 
eighteenth year, and feeling himfelf capable of govern
ing, repined at being held in fetters by this infolent 
minill:er. But fo much was he furrounded by the emif
faries of :rviortimer, that it behaved him to conduct the 
project for fubverting him, with the fame fecrecy and 
precaution, as if he had been forming a confpiracy againft 
his fovereign~ He communicated his intentions to lord 
Mountacute, who engaged the lords Molins and Clifford, 
Sir John Nevil of Hornby, Sir Edward Bohun, Ufford, 
and others, to enter into their vi~ws ; and the cafile of 
~ ottingham was chofen for the fcene of the enterprize. 
The queen-dowager and Mortimer lodged in that fort
refs: The king alfo was admitted, though with a few 
only of his attendants : And as the cafile was ftriCl:ly 

Heming. P• 7.7J. Ypod. Nc4ft, P• 510, Kny~hton, p. Z555• 
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guarded, the gates locked every evening, and the keys C H A P • 

. d h . b 1r • XV, 
(:arne to t e queen, It ecame neceuary to commum-~ 

cate the defign to Sir William Eland, the goveroor, who :f33~ 

zealoufly took part in it. By his direCl:ion, the king's 

affociates were admitted through a fubterraneous paifage~ 

which had formerly been contrived for a fecret outlet 

from the cafl:le, but was now buried in rubbilh; an4 

Mortimer, without h:wing it in his power to make refiil:~ 

ance, was fuddenly feized in aq apartment adjoining to 

the queen's k, A parliament was immediately fummoned 

for his condemnation. He was accufed before that af-

fembly of having ufurped regal power from the council 

of regency, appointed by parliament; of having procured 

the death of the late king ; of having deceived the earl 

of Kent into a confpiracy to refrore that prince; of 

having folicited and obtained exorbitapt grants of the 

royal demefnes; of having diffipated the public trea., 

fure; of fecreting 20,000 marks of the money paid hy-

~he king of Scotland; and of other crimes and mifde

meanors 1• The parliament condemned him, from the 

fuppofed notoriety of the faB:s, without trial, or hearing E t' xecu tOll 

his anfwer, or examining a witnefs ; . and he was hanged of Morti· 

on a gibbet at the Elmes, in the neighbourhood of~9'.~~ Nov. 

London. It is remarkable, that this fentence was near 

~wenty years after reverfed by parliament, in favour of 

Mortimcr's fon; and the reafon affigned was the illegal 

manner of proceeding m, The principles of law and 

juftice were eftablilhed in England, not in fuch a degree 

as to prevent any iniquitous fentence againfr a perfon ob

noxious to the ruling party ; but fufficient, on the return 

of his credit, or th£!-t of his friends, ~o [erve as a reafon 

or pretence for its reverfal. 

k Avefbury, p. 9• 

3~8, Knyghton, p. 2556. 
1 Brady's App. No. 83. Anon. Hill:. p. 397, 
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C H A P. JusTJCE was alfo executed by a fentcnce of the houfe 
XV. 

"---v----1 of peers, on fome of the inferior criminals, particularly 
JS3 1

• on Simon de Bereford: But the Barons, in that atl: of 
jurifdiction, entered a proteft, that though they had tried 
Bereford, who was none of their peers, they :lhould not 
for the future be obliged to receive any fuch indiCtment. 
The queen was confined to her own houfe at Rifings 
near London: Her revenue was reduced to 4000 pounds 
a yearn: And though the king, during the remainder of 

' her life, paid her a decent vi fit once or twice a year, !he 
11ever was able to reinftate herfelf in any credit or au
thority. 

Enw ARD, having now taken the reins of government 
iRto his own hands, applied himfelf, with indufiry and 
judgment, to redreCs all thofe grievances, which had pro
ceeded either from want of authority in the crown, or 
from the late abufes of it. He iffued writs to the judges, 
enjoining them to adminifrer jufiice, without paying any 
regard to arbitrary orders from the minifters: And as the 
robbers, thieves, murderers, and criminals of all kinds, 
had, during the courfe of public convulfions, multiplied 
to an enormous degree, and were openly proteCted by the 
great barons, who made ufe of them againft their enemies, 
the king, after exacting from the peers a folemn promife 
in parliament, that they would break off all connexions 
with fuch malefa8ors o, fet himfelf in earneft to remedy 
the evil. Many of thefe gangs had become fo numerous, 
as to require his own prefence to difperfe them; and he 
exerted both courage and induftry in executing this falu
t!lry office. The minifiers of j uftice, from his example, 
employed the utmofr diligence in difcovering, purfuing,' 
and puni:lhing the criminals ; and this diforder was by 
degrees corrected, at leaft palliated; the utmofi that could 

n Cotto~' s Abridg, p. 10. o Cotton'~ Abridg, 
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he expeB:ed with regard to a difeafe, hitherto inherent in C H A P. 
XV. 

the confl:itution. ~ 

IN proportion as the government acquired authority at I3l 1 • 

home, it became formidable to the neighbouring nations; 

and the ambitious fpirit of Edward fought, and foon 

found, an opportunity of exerting itfclf. The wife and State of 

valiant Robert Bruce, who had recovered by arms the in-S: tland. 

dependance of his country, and had fixed it by the l.1.£1: 
treaty of peace with England, foon after died, and left 

David his fon, a minor, under the guardianlhip of Ran-

dolf, earl of Murray, the companion of all his viCtories. 

It had been ftipulated in this treaty, that both the Scot-

tiili nobility, who, before the commencement of the wars, 

enjoyed lands in England, and the Englilh who inherited 

efi:ates in Scotland, ihould be refi:ored to their refpective 

pofieffions P : But though this article had been executed 

pretty regularly on the part of Edward, Robert, who ob-

ferved that the efiates, claimed by Engliihmen, were much 

more numerous and valuable than the others, either 

thought it dangerous to admit fo many fecret enemies 

. into the kingdom, or found it difficult to wrefi: from his 

own followers the pofieffions bellowed on them as the 

reward of former fervices: And he had protraCted the 

performance of his part of the ftipu]ation. The Eng

lifu nobles, difappointed in their expeCtations, began to 

think of a remedy; and as their influence was great in 

the north, their enmity alone, even though unfup.ported 

by the king of England, became dangerous to the minor 

prince, who fucceeded to the Scottilh throne. 

Enw ARD BALioL, the fon of that John, who was 13@!'. 

crowned king of Scotland, had been detained fome time 

a prifoner in England after his father was releafed ; but 

having ~fo obtained his liberty, he wentover to France, 

P Rymer, vol. iv. p. 384. 
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c H A P. and rcfided in Normandy, on his patrimonial efiate in 
XV. h . 
~ t at country, Without any thoughts of reviving the claims 

133~. of his family to the crown of Scotland. His preten..J 
fions, however plaufible, had been fo fi:renuoufly abjured 
by the Scots, and rejeCl:ed by the Englifh, that he was 

univerfally regarded as a private perfon; and he had been 
thrown into prifon on account of fome private offence, 
of which he was accufed. Lord Beaumont, a great Eng

lifh baron, who, in the right of his wife, claimed the earl
·dom of Buchan in Scotland q, found him in this fitua

tion; and deeming him a proper infi:rument for his 
purpofe, made fuch interefi: with the king of France, 
who was not aware of the confequences, that he reco

vered h im his liberty, and brought him over with him to 

England. 
THE injured nobles, poffdfed of fuch a head, began 

to think of vindicating their rights by force of arms .1 

and they applied to Edward for his concurrence and 
affifiance. But there were feveral reafons, which deterred 
the king from openly avowing their enterprize. In his 
treaty with Scotland, he had entered into a bond of 
20,000 pounds, payable to the pope, if within four years 
he violated the peace; and as the term was not yet elapfed, 

he dreaded the exaB:ing of that penalty by the fovereign 

pontiff, who poffeHed fo many means of forcing princes 
to make payment. He was alfo afraid, that violence and 

injufl:ice would every where be imputed to him, if he 
attacked with fup.erior force a minor king, and a brother..~ 
in-law, whofe independant title had fo lately been ac

knowledged by a folemn treaty. And as the regent of 

Scotland, on every demand which had been made of ref
titution to the Englifh barons, had always confeffed the 
jufl:ice of their claim, and had only given an evafive an..: 

fwer, grounded on plaufible pretences, Edward refolved 

q Rymer, vQl, iv. P• ?.St• 
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not to proceed by open violence, but to employ like arti- c H A P. 
XV. 

fices againfl: him. He fecretly encouraged Baliol in his '-v---1 
enterprize; connived at his affembling forces in the 1 33Z• 

north ; and gave countenance to the nobles, who were 
difpofed to join in the attempt. A force of near 2500 

men was in lifted under Baliol, by U mfreville earl of An-
gus, the lords Beaumont, Ferrars, Fitz-warin, Wake~ 
Stafford, Talbot, and Moubray. As thefe adventurers 
apprehended, that the frontiers would be ftrongly armed · 
and guarded, they refolved to make their attack by fea; 
and having embarked at Ravenfpur, they reached in a 
few days the coaft of Fife. 

ScoTLAND was at that time in a very different fitua
tion from that in which it had appeared under the vitl:o
rious Robert. Befides the lofs of that great monarch, 
whofe genius and authority pre{erved entire the whole 
political fabric, and maintained an union among the un
ruly barons, Lord Douglas, impatient of refi, had gone 
over to Spain in a crufade againft the Moors, and had 
there perilhed in battler: The earl of Murray, who had 
long been declining through age and infirmities, had lately 
died, and had been fucceeded in the regency by Donald 
earl of Marre, a man of much inferior talents: The mi
litary fpirit of the Scots, though ftill unbroken, was left 
without a proper guidance and direction: And a minor 
king feemed ill qualified to defend an inheritance, which 
it had required all the confummate valour and abilities of 
his father to acquire and maintain. But as the Scots 
were apprized of the intended invafion, great numbers, 
on the appearance of the Engliih fleet, immediately ran 
to the fuore, in order to prevent the landing of the ene
my. Baliol had valour and activity, and he drove back 
the Scoti with confiderable lofs s. He marched wefiward 

t Froiffard, liv. 1. chap. ~h 
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c H ~ P. into the heart of the country; flattering himfelf that th~ 

~,ancient partizans of his farnily would declare for him ; 

13.)2· But the fierce animofities, which had been kindled between 
the two nations, infpiring the Scots with a fhong preju

dice againfr a prince fupporte<.l by the Englilh, he was 
regarded as a common enemy; and the regent found no 

difficulty in affembling a great army to oppofe him. It 

is pretended, that Marre had no lefs than 40,000 men 
under his banners; but the fame hurry and impatience, 

that made him collect a force, which from its greatne[') 
was fo difproportioned to the occafion, rendered all his 

motions unfkilful and imprudent. The river Erne ran, 
between the two armies; and the Scots, confiding in that 
fecurity, as well as in their great fuperiority of numbers, 
kept no order in their encampment. Baliol paffed the 

river in the night-time; attacked the unguarded and un-
' Jt.lth Aug. difciplined Scots; threw them into confufion, which wa.> 

encreafed by the darknefs and by their very numbers to 

which they trufl:ed ; and he beat them off the field with 

great flaughter t. But in the morning, when the Scots 
were at folile diftance, they were alhamed of having 
yielded the victory to fo weak a foe, and they hurried 
back to recover the honour of the day. Their eager paf

fions urged them precipitately to battle; without regard 

to fome broken ground, which lay between them and the 
enemy, and which difordered and confounded their ranks. 

Baliol feized the favourable opportunity, advanced his 
troops upon them, prevented them from rallying, and 
anew chaced them off the field with redoubled flaughter. 
There fell above 12,000 Scots in this action; and among 

thefe the flower of their nobility; the regent himfelf, the 

earl of Carric, a natural fon of their late king, the earls 

of Athole and Monteith, lord Hay of Errol, confiable, 

and the lords Keith and Lindfey. The lofs of the Eng-

t Knyghton, p. ~s6r. 
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]ifh fcarcely exceeded thirty men ; a firong proof, among C H A P. 
XV 

many others, of the miferable fiate of military difcipline~ 

in thofe ages u. 
1 33~· 

BALIOL foon after made himfelf mafier of Perth; but 

frill was not able to bring over any of the Scots to his 

party. Patric Dunbar, earl of March, and Sir Archi

bald Douglas, brother to the lord of that name, appeared 

at the head of the Scotti{h armies, which amounted frill 

to near 40,000 men; and they purpofed to reduce Baliol 

and the Engli!h by famine. 'rhey blockaded Perth by 

land; they collected fome veffels with which they in

vefl:ed it by water : But Baliol's fl.:ips, attacking the 

Scotti!h fleet, gained a complete victory; and opened the 

communication between Perth and the fea w. 'I'he Scotch 

armies were then obliged to di1band for want of pay and 

fubfifrence: The nation was in effect fubdued by a 

handful of men : Each nobleman, who found him

felf moft expofed to danger, fuccefiively fubmittcd to 

Baliol : That pnnce was crowned at Scone : David, ,. 7th Sept. 

his competitor, was fent over to France with his be-

trothed wife, J ane, fifrer to Edward : And the heads of 

his party fued to Baliol for a truce, which he gra~ted 

them, in order to aff:;mble a parlia·nent in tranquillity, 

and have his title recognized by the whole Scottifh 

nation. 

BuT Baliol's imprudence or his ncceffities making him 

difmifs the greater part of his EngliCn followers, he 

was, notwithfianding the truce, attacked of a fudden 

near Annan by Sir Archibald Douglas, and other chief

tains of that party ; he was rou tcd ; his brother John Ba

liol was flain; he hitnfclf was chaced into England in a 

1t Heming. p. 2.73• Wal~ing. p. qr. Knyghton, p. zs61, 

w Heming. p. 271. Knyghton, p. 2561. 
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CH A P.m:fcrable condition,· and thus 1oft his kino·dom by a re-xv b 

~volution as fudden as that by which he had acquired it. 
1 333· WHILE Baliol enjoyed his fhort-lived and precarious 

royalty, he had been fenfi.ble, that, without the protection 
of England, it would be impoffible for him to maintain 
poffeffion of the throne; and he had fccretl y fent a mef
fage to EJward, offering to acknowledge his fuperiority, 
to renew the homage for his crown, and to efpoufe the 
princefs Jar~e, if the pope's confent could be obtained, for 
diffolving her former marriage, which was not yet con
fummated. Edward, ambitious of recovering that im-

War with portant concefiion, made by Mortimer during his mino
S~:utl~Ha. rity, threw off all fcruples, and willingly accepted the 

offer; but as the dethroning of Baliol had rendered this 
fl:ipulation of no effeCt, the king prepared to re-inflate 
him in pofleffion of the crown; an enterprize, which ap
peared from late experience fo eafy and fo little hazard
ous. As he pofreffed many popular arts, he confulted his 
parliament on the ,occafion; but that affembly, finding 
the refolution already taken, declined giving any opinion, 
and only granted him, in order to fupport the enterprize, 
an aid of a fifteenth, from the perfonal efiates of the no
bility and gentry, and a tenth of the move:tbles of bo .. 
roughs. And they added a petition, that the king would 
thenceforth live on his own revenue, witho ut grieving his 
fubjects by illegal taxes, or by the outrageous feizure of 
their goods in the fhape of purveyance x. 

As the Scots expected, that the chief brunt of the 
WJ.r would fall upon Benvic, Douglas, the regent, threw 
a firong garrifon into that place under the command of 
Sir \Villiam Keith, and he himfelf affembled a great army 
on the frontiers, ready to penetrate into England, as foon 
as Edward fhould have invefted that place. The Engli!h 
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army was Iefs numerous, but better fuppli ed with arms C H A P, 

and provilions, and retained in fhiCl:er difcipliue; and the~ 
king, notwithftanding the valiant defence made by Keith, IJH• 

had in two months reduced the garrifon to extremities; and 

had obliged them to capitulate: They engaged to furren· 

der, if they were not relieved within a few days by their 

countrymen Y. This intelligence, being conveyed to the 

Scottilh army, which was preparing to invade Northum

berland, changed their plan of operations, and engaged 

them to advance towards Berwic, and attempt the rel ief cf 

that important fortrefs. Douglas, who had ever purpofed 

to decline a pitched battle, in which he was fenfible of the 

enemy's fuperiority, and who intended to have drawn out 

the war by fmall ikirmilhes, and by mutually ravaging 

each other's country, was forced, by the impatience of his 

troops, to put the fate of the kingdom upon the event of 

one day. He attacked the Englifh at Halidown-hill, a 19th July. 

little north of Berwic; and though his heavy-armed ca-

valry difmounted, in order to render the aCtion more 

fteady and defp,erate, they were received with fuch valour 

by Edward, and were fo galled by the Englilh archers, 

that they were foon thrown into diforder, and on the fall 

of Douglas, their general, were totally routed. The 

whole-army fled in confufion, and the Englifh, but much 

more the Irifh, gave little quarter in the purfuit: All the 

nobles of chief difi:intl:ion were either flain or taken pri-

foners: Near thirty thoufand of the Scots fell in the 

aCtion : \Vhile the lofs of the Englifh amounted only to 

one knight, one efquire, and thirteen private foldiers: An 

inequality almofr incredible z. 

AFTER this fatal blow, the Scottifh nobles had no other 

refource than infi:ant fubmiffion; and Edward, leaving a 

confic;lerable body with Baliol to complete the conqueft of 

y Rymer, vol. iv. P· s64, s6s, 566. ~ Uemin~. P• S7S· '2.76· 

,.17• Knyghton, p. :tSS9o. Otterborne, P• 115, 
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C H ~ P. the kingdom, returned with the remainder of his army to 
~England. Baliol was acknowledged king by a parlia-

1333· ment affembled at Edinburgh a; the fuperiority of Eng
land was again recognized; many of the Scottifh nobili
ly fwore fealty to Edward; and to complete the misfor
tunes of that nation, Baliol ceded Berwic, Dun bar, Rox
borough, Edinburgh, and all the fouth-eaft counties 
of Scotland, which were declared to be for ever annexed 
to the Englifil monarchy b. 

1334· IF Baliol, on his firfr appearance, was dreaded by the 
Scots, as an inflrument employed by England for the 
fubjection of the kingdom, this deed confirmed all their 
fufpicions, and rendered hi:.1 the objefr of univcr(al hatred. 
Whatever fubmiffions they might be obliged to make, 
they confidcred him, not as their prince, but as the dele
gate and confederate o'f their determined enemy : And 
neither the manners of the age, nor the fiate of Edward's 
revenue permitting him to maintain a Handing army in 
Scotland, the Englilh forces were no fooner withdrawn, 
than the Scots revolted from Baliol, and returned to 
their former allegiance under Bruce. Sir Andrew Mur
ray, appointed regent by th~ party of this latter prince, 
employed with fuccefs his valour and activity in many 
fmall but decifive actions againfi Baliol; and in a lhort 
time had almoft wholly expelled him thE. kingdom. Ed-

1335· ward was obliged again to afiemblc an army and to 
march into Scotland : rrhe Scots, taught by exparience, 
withdrew into their hills and fafineifes : He defi:royed the 
houfes and ravaged the efi:ates of thofe whom he called 
rebels : But this confirmed them frill farther in their ob
:fiinate antipathy to England and to Baliol; and being 
now rendered clefperate, ·they were ready to take advan
tage, ?n the .fi.dt opportunity, of the retreat o(their enemy, 

a Rymer, vol, iv, p. 590. b Ibid. p. 6 14• 
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and they foon re-conquered their country from the Eng- c H A P. 

liih. Edward made anew his appearance in Scotland~ 
with like fuccefs : He found every thing hofiile in the 1336• . 

kingdom, except the fpot on which he was encamped : 

And though he marched uncontroulcd over the low coun

tries, the nation itfelf was farther than ever from being 

broken and fubdued. Befides being fupported by their 

pride and anger, paffions difficult to tame, they were en

couraged, amidfl: all their calamities, by daily promifes 

of relief from France; and as a war was now likely to break 

out between that kingdom and England, they had reafon 

to expect from this incident a great diverfion of that 

force, which had fo long oppreffed and overwhelmed 

them. 

WE now come to a tranfaction, on which depended . Y337• 
. . Kmg's 

the mofl: memorable events, not only of this long anc' claim to the 

active reign, but of the whole Englifu and French hif- ~rr:~~e~f 
tory, during more than a century; and it will therefore 

be neceffary to give a particular account of the fprings 

and caufes of it. 

IT had long been a prevailing opinion, that the crown 

of France could never defcend to a female; and in order 

to give more authority to this maxim, and affign it a de

terminate origin, it had been ufual to derive it from a 

claufe in the Salian Code, the law of an :lncient tribe 

among the Franks·: though that claufe, when fhicrly ex

amined, carries only the appearance of favouring this 

principle, and does not really, by the confeffion of the 

befl: antiquaries, bear the fenfe commonly impofccl upon it. 

But though poiitive law feems wanting among the French 

for the excluiion of females, the praCl:ice had taken place; 

and the rule was efrablifued beyond controverfy on fome 

ancient as well as feme modern precedents. During the 

fid1: race of the monarchy, the Franks were fo rude and 

C c 3 barbarous 
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C ~:. P. barbarous a p~opie;that they were incapable of fubmit
'---v---1 ting to a female reign; and in that period of their hiftory 

J337, there were frequent infiances of kings advanced to royalty 
in prejudice of females, who were related to the crown 
by nearer degrees of confanguinity. Thefe precedents, 
joined to like caufes, had a1fo eftabli£hed the male fuc
ceffion in the fecond race ; and though the infiances were 
neither fo frequent nor fo certain during that period, the 
principle of excluding the female line feems frill to have 
prevailed, and to have direB:ed the conduB: of the nation. 
During the third race, the crown had defcended from 
father to fon for eleven generations, from Hugh Capet to 
Lewis Hutin; and thus, in faEt, during the courfe of 
nine l1undred years, the French monarchy had always 
been governed by males, and no female and none who 
founded his title on a female had ever mounted the throne. 
Philip the Fair, father of Lewis Hutin, left three fons, 
this Lewis, Philip the Long, and Charles the Fair, and 
one daughter, !fabella, queen of England. Lewis Hutin, 
tl}e eldefi, left at his death one daughter, by Margaret 
fifier to Eudes, duke of Burgundy; and as his queen was 
then pregnant, Philip, his younger brother, was appointed 
r~gent, tilltt iliould appear whether the child proved a fon 
or a daughter. 'fhe queen bore a male, who lived only a 
few days: Philip was proclaimed king: And as the duke 
of Burgundy made fome oppofition, and afferted the rights 
of his niece, the fiates of the kingdom, by a folemn and 
deliberate decree, gave her an exclufion, and declared all 
females for ever incapable of fucceeding to the crown of 
France. Philip died after a fhort reign, leaving three 
daughters ; and his brother, Charles, without difpute or 
controverfy, then fucceeded to the crown. The reign of 
Charles was alfo fhort: He left one daughter; but as his 
queen was pregnant, the next male heir was appointed 

re;;ent~ 
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regent, wirh a dec!ared right of fucceffion, if the Hfue c H I\ P. 

ih 1 
XV. 

ou d prove female. This prince was Phi lip de Valois, "---v---J 

coufi.n German to the deceafed king; being the fon of 1 3)7• 

Charles d ~ V alois, brother of Philip the Fair. The 

queen of France was delive1ed of a daughter: The re-

gency ended; and Philip de Valois was unanimoufly 

placed on the throne of France. 

THE king of England, who was at that time a youth 

of fifteen years of Jge, embraced a notion, that he was 

intitled, in right of his mother, to the fucceffion of the 

kin ~dom, and that the claim of the nephew was prefer

able to that of the coufin gennan. There could not well 

be imagined a notion weaker or worfe grounded. The 

principle of excluding females was of old an e:fl:ablifhed 

opinion in France, and had acquired equal authority with 

the mofr exprefs ancl politive law: It was fupported by 

ancient precedents: It was confirmed by recent infl:ances, 

folemnly and deliberately decided : And what placed it 

frill farther beyond controverfy; if Edward was difpofed 

to quefi:ion i.ts validity, he thereby cut off his own pre

tenlions ; fince the three lafr kings had all left daughters, 

who were fiill alive, and who flood before him in the or

der of fucceffion. He was therefore reduced to affert, 

that, though his ·mother, !fabella, was, on account of 

her fex, incapable of fuccecding, he himfelf, who inhe ... 

rited through her, was liable to no fuch objection, and 

might claim by the right of propinquity. But, befides 

that this pretenfion was more favourable to Char1es, king 

of N avarre, def(:ended from the daughter of Lewis Hu· 

tin, it was fo contrary to the eftablilhed prin~iples of 

fucceffion in every col}.ntry of Europe b, was fo repug

nant to the practice both in private and public inherit

ances, that no body in France thought of Edward's 

claim: Philip's title was univerfally recognized c : And 

\t fro:6"ard, liv. J, chap. 4• c Jd.liv. i, chap. :ta. 
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C H A P, he never imagin~d, that he had a competitor ; much XV. 
~.~ lefs, fo formidable a one 3S the king of England. 

1337· BuT t ough the youthful and ambi ious mind of Ed-
~ward had rafhly entertained this notion, he did not think 
proper to infifr on his pretenfions, which mu:fl: have im
mediately involved hi:n, un very u:-:cqual terms, in a 
dangerous anJ imt-lac~ble war with fo powerful a mo
n:uch. Philip was a prince of mature years, ofgreat ex
pcricnc~, and at th=.t time of an eftabli{Lcd charaCter both 
for pru ... ence and valour; and by thefe cir~um:fl:ances, as 
well as by the internal union of : is people,' and their 
acquieteence in his undo•1btcd right, he p fidf:..d every 
advantage above a raw yout"t, newly raifed, by injuf
tice and violence, to the government of the mofr 
intraCtable and mofl: turbulent fuojeds in Europe. But 
there immediately occurred an incident, which re
quired, that Edward fhould either openly declare hi 
pretenfion , or for ever renounce and abjure them. 
He was fummo:1ed to do homage for Guicnne: Philip 
was preparing to compel him by force of arms: That 
country WJS in a very bad :fl:ate of defence : And the 
forfeiture of fo rich an inheritance was, by the feudal 
law, the immediate confcquence of his refufing or 
declining to perform t!1e duty of a vaffal. Edward 
therefore thought it prudent to fubmit to prefcnt ne
ceffity: He went over to Amiens : Did homage to Phi
lip: And as there had arifen fome controverfy concerning 
the terms of this fubmiffion, he afterwards fent over a 
formal deed, in which he acknowledged that he owed 
liege homage to France d; which was in effeCt ratifying, 
and that in the fi:rongeft terms, Philip's title to the crown 
of that, kingdom. His own claim indeed was fo unrea
fonable, and fo thoroughly difavowcd by the whole French 

d Rymer, vol. iv. p. 477• 4E1. Froiffard, liv, I, chap. '-S• Anon, 
Hift. p. 394• Walfing, P• J 30, Murimuth, p. ; 3, 
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nation, that to infifi on ·t was no better th n pretending C r~ A P. 

to the violent conqucfi of the kingdom; and it is probable~ 
that he would never have farther thought of it, had it not I337· 

been for fome incidents, Vl~1ich excited an animofity be- 1 

tween the monarchs. 

RoB ER T of Artois was defcendcd from the blood royal 

of France, was a man of great charaCl:er and authority, 

had efpoufcd Philip's fifter, and by his birth, talents, and 

credit was entitled to make the highcft figure, and fill the 

mofi: important offices, in the monarchy. This prince 

had lofr the county of Artois, which he claimed as hii 

birthright, by a fentence, commonly deemed iniquitous, 

of Phi ip the Fair; and he was feduced to attempt reco

vering poffeffion by an aCtion, fo unworthy of his rank 

and character as a forgery e. The deteCtion of this crime 

covered him with fhame and confufion : His brother-in

law not only abandoned him, but profecuted him with 

violence : Robert, incapable of bearing difgrace, left 

the kingdom, and hid himfclf in the Low Countries : 

Chaced from that retreat, by the authority of Philip, he 

came over to England; in fpite of the French king9s 

menaces and relfonfhances, he was favourably received 

by Edward r; and was foon admitted into the councils 

and fharcd the confidence of that monarch. Abandoning 

himfelf to all the movements of rage and defpair, he en

deavoured to revive the prepoffeffion entertained by Ed

ward in favour of his title to the crown of France, and 

even flattered him, that it was not impoffible for a prince 

of his valour and abilities, to render his claim effeCl:ual. 

The king was the more difpofed to hearken to fuggefiions 

of this nature, becaufe he had, in feveral particulars, found 

reafon to complain of Philip's condutl: with regard to Gui: 

enne, and b~caufe that prince had both given protectioa 

e Froiffar , liv. r. chap. 29. 
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c 'i#. P. to the exiled David Bruce, and fupported, at Ieaft en
'---v--1 CQnraged the Scots in their fl:ruggles for independance. 

'337· Thus refentment gradually filled the breafis of both 
monarchs, and made them incapable of hearkening to 
any terms of accommodation, propofed by the pope, who 
never ceafed ~:1terpofing his good offices between them. 
Philip thought, that he !hould be wanting to the fidl: 
principles of policy, if he abandoned Scotland: Edward 
affirmed:) that he mufr relinquifh all pretenfions to ge
nerofity, if he withdrew his proteCl:ion from Robert. 
The former, informed of fome preparations for hofl:ilities, 
which had been made by his rival, iffued a fentence of 
felony and attainder againfi Robert, and declared, that 
every va!fal of the crown, whether within or without the 
kingdom, who gave countenance to that traitor, would 
be involved in the fame fentence; a menace eafy to be 
underfiood : The latter, refolute not to yield, endea
voured to form alliances in the Low Countries and on 
the frontiers of Germany, the only places from which 
he either could make an effectual attack upon France, 
or produce fuch a diverfion as might fave the province 
of Guienne, which lay fo much expofcd to the power 
of Philip. 

Prep3r,.. THE king began with opening his intentions to the 
tions for 
warwith count of Hainault, his father-in-law; and having en-
Franee. gaged him in his interefrs, he employed the good offices 

and councils of that prince in drawing into his alliance 
the other fovereigns of that neighbourhood. The duke 
of Brabant was induced, by his mediation, and by large 
remittances of money from England, to promife his con
~urrence g: The archbifhop of Cologn, the duke of Guel
dres, the marquis of Juliers, the count of Namur, the 
lords of Fauquemont and Baquen, were engaged by like 
Jnotives to embrace the Englifh alliance h. Thefe fove-

J R>'mer, vol. iv. P· 777• 

3 
h Froilfilrd, Jiv. 4• chap. 29. 33· 36. 
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reign princes could fupply, either from their own fl:ates orC Hx.:. P. 

from the bordering cour1tries, great numbers of warlike"---y--J 

troops; and naught was wanting to make the force on 1 337• 

that quarter very formidable but the acceffion of Flan-

ders ; which Edward procured by means fomewhat ex

traordinary and unufual. 

As the Flemings were the firft people in the northern 

parts of Europe, that cultivated arts and manufactures, 

the lower ranks of men among them had rifen to a degree 

of opulence unknown elfewhere to thofe of their ftation in 

that barbarous age; had acquired privileges and inde ... 

pendance; and began to emerge from that ftate of vaffal

age, or rather of flavery, into which the common people 

had been univerfally thrown by the feudal infiitutions. 

It was probably difficult for them to bring their fovereign 

and their nobility to conform themfelves to the principles 

of law and civil government, fo much neglcCl:ed in every 

other country: It was impoffible for them to confine 

themfelves within the proper bounds in their oppofition 

and refentment againft any inftance of tyranny: They 

had rifen in tumults : Had infulted the nobles: Had 

chaced their earl into France: And delivering themfelves 

over to the guidance of a feditious leader, had been guilty 

of all that infolence and diforder, to which the thought

lefs an.d enraged populace are fo much inclined, wherever 

they are unfortunate enough to be their own mafiers i. 

THEIR prefent leader was J ames d' Arteville, a brewer 

in Ghent, who governed them with a more abfolute fway 

than had ever been affumed by any of their lawful [eve

reigns : He placed and difpbced the magifi:rates at plea

fure : He was accomp<;nied by a guard, who, on the leaft 

fignal from him, infiantly afi~dlinated any man that hap

pened to fall under his difpleafure: All the cities of Flan .. 

ders were full of his fpies; and it was immediate death to 

i Fioiffard, liv, I. char• 30. Meyeru&, 

give 
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C H A P. give him the fmallcfl: umbrage: The few nobles, who XV. 
'--v--'remained in the country, lived in continual terror from 

1337. his violence: He feized the efiates of all thofe whom 
he had either banilhed or murdered; and befl-owing a 
part on their wiv"es and children, converted the remain
der to his own ufc k, Such were the firfi: effcCl:s, that 
Europe faw, of popular violence; after having groaned, 
during fo many ages, under monarchical and arifl:ocra
tical tyranny. 

]AMES n'ARTEVILLE was the.man, to whom Edward 
addreifed himfe]f for bringing over the Flemings to his 
interefis; and that prince, the moft haughty and mofl: 
afpiring of the age, nerer courted any ally with fo much 
affiduity and fo m ny fubmiffions, as he employed towards 
this feditious and crim~nal tradefman. D'Arteville, proud 
of thefe advances from the king of England, and fenfible 
that the Flemings were naturally inclined to maintain 
connexions with the Englilh, who furniilied them the 
materials of their woollen manufaCl:ures, the chief fource 
of their opulence, readily embraced the interefl:s of Ed
ward, and invited him over into the Low Countries. 
Edward, before he entered on this great enterprize, af
feCl:ed to confult his parliament, afked their advice, and 
obtained their confent 1• And the more to firengthen his 
hands, he procured from them a grant of 20,000 facks 
of wool; w lich might amount to about a hundred thou
land pounds: This commodity was a good infirument · 
to employ with the Flemings ; and the price of it with 
his German allies. He completed the other neceifary 
fums by loans, by pawning the crown jewels, by confif
cating or rather robbing at once all the Lombards, who 
now exercifed the invidious trade, formerly monopolized 
by the Jews, of lending on intereft m ; and being attended 

k Froifi'ard, li v. I. chap. 30. 1 Cotton's Abridg. 
m Dugd. Baron, vol. ii, p. 146, 
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by a body of Eng1i£h forces, and by feveral of his nobi- C H A P. 
XV. 

lity, he failed over to Flanders. l • ' 

THE German princes, in order to jufl:ify their unpro- 1338i 

voked hofl:ilities againft France, had required the fanB:ion 

of fome legal authority; and Edward, that he might 

give them fatisfaB:ion on this head, had applied to 

Lewis of Bavaria, then emperor, and had been created 

by him vicar of the empire ; an empty title, but which 

feemed to give him a right of commanding the fervice of 

the princes of Germ::my "· The Flemings1 who were 

vaffals of France, pre~ending like fcruples with regard to 

the invafion of their liege lord; Edward, by the advice 

of d~ Arteville, affumed, in his commiffions, the title of 

king of France, and, in virtue of this right, claimed 

their affifiance for dethroning Philip de Valois, the u{urper 

of his kingdom 0
• This ftep, which, he feared, would 

deftroy all future amity between the kingdoms, and beget 

endlefs and implacable jealoufies in France, was not 

taken by him without much reluCl:ance and hefitation: 

And not being in itfelf very jufiifiablc, it has in the itfue 

been attended with many miferies to both kingdoms. From 

this period we may date the commencement of that great 

animofity, which the Engliili nation have ever fince born to 

the French, which has fo vifible an influence on all future 

tranfactions, and which has been, and continues to be 

the fpring of many ralh and precipitate refolutions among 

them. In all the preceding reigns fince the coRquefl:, the 

hofiilities between the two crowns had been only cafual 

and temporary; and as they had never been attended with 

any bloody or dangerous event, the traces of them were 

eafil y obliterated by the fir!l: .treaty of pacification. The 

Englifh nobility and gentry valued themfelves on their 

n Froi1fard1 liv, I, chap. 3 5• 
F• i43. 

9 Eeming. p. 303. W~lfingham,. 
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C H A P. French or Norman extraction : They affeCl:ed to erriploy 
~the language of that country in all public tranfacrions, 

1338. ' and even in familiar converfation : And both the Englifh 
court and camp being always full of nobles, who came 
from different provinces of France, the two people were1 
during fome centuries, more intermingled together than 
any two diftinCl: nations, whom we meet with in hifiory. 
But the fatal pretenfions of Edward Ill. ·diffolved all 
thefe connexions, and left the feeds of great animofity 
in both countries, efpecially among the Engliili. For 
it is remarkable, that this latter nation, though they 
were commonly the aggreffors, and by their fuccefs and 
fituation were enabled to commit the mofi: cruel injuries 
on the other, have always retained a fi:ronger tinCl:ure_ 
of national antipathy ; nor is their hatred retaliated on 
them to an equal degree by the French. That country 
lies in the middle of Europe, has been fucceffively en
gaged in hoftilities with all its neighbours, the popular 
prejudices have been diverted into many channels; and, 
among a people of fofter manners, they never rofe to a 
great height againfi: any particular nation. 

PHILIP made great preparations againfi the attack from 
the Englilh, and fuch as feemed more than fufficient to 
fecure him from the danger. Befides the concurrence of 
all the nobility in his own populous and warlike kingdom, 
his foreign alliances were both more cordial and more 
powerful than thofe which were formed by his antagonifi:. 
The pope, who, at this time, lived in Avignon, was 
dependant on France, and being difgufied at the connex
ions between Edward and Lewis of Bavaria, whom he 
had excommunicated, he embraced with zeal and fince .. 
rity the caufe of the French monarch. The king of N a
varre, the duke of Britanny, the count of Bar, were in 
the fame interefrs; and on the fide of Germany, the king 
of Bohemia, the Palatine, the dukes of Lorraine and Au-
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fhia, the bilhop of Liege, the counts of Deuxpont, Vau- C H A P~ 

demont, and Geneva. The allies of Edward were in~:__, 
themfelves weaker; and having no object, but his mo- ll lg• 

ney, which began to be exhaufted, they were flow in 

their motions and irrefolute in their meafures. The I3J9· 

duke of Brabant, the mofl: powerful among them, feemed 

even inclined to withdraw himfclf wholly from the alli--

ance; and the king was neceffitated, both to give the 

Brabanters new privileges in trade, and to contraB: his 

fon Edward with the daughter of that prince, ere he could 

bring him to fulfil his engagements. The fummer was 

wafied in conferences and ncgociations before Ed ward 

could take the field ; and he was obliged, in order to 

allure his German allies into his meafures, to pretend 

that the fidl: attack !hould be made upon Cambray, a 

city of the empire which had been garrifoned by 
Philip P. But finding, upon trial, the difficulty of the 

enterprize, he condutled them towards the frontiers 

of France ; and he there faw, by a fenfible proof, the 

vanity of his expectations: The count of Namur, and 

even the count of Hainault, his brother-in-law, (for the 

old count was dead) refufed to commence hofiilities 

againfi their liege lord, and retired with their troops q• 

So little account did they make of Edward's pretenfions 

to the crown of France! 

THE king, however, entered the enemy's country, and War with 

encamped on the fields of Vironfoffe near Capelle, with France. 

an army of near so,ooo men, compofed almoft entirely of 

foreigners: Philip approached him with an army of near 

double the force, compofed chiefly of native fubjeCl:s; 

and it was daily expeCted that a battle would enfue. But 

the Engli!h monarch was averfe to engage againfi: fo great 

a fuperiority : The French thought it fufficient if he 

P Froiff'ard, liv. 1. chap. 39• Heming. P• 305. 
liv. r. chap. 30. 
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C H A P. eluded the attacks of his enemy, without running any 
XV. ~ d T . '--..,---J unneceuary hazar • he two armtes faced each other 
IJ39· for fome days: Mutual detances were fcnt: And Ed

ward, at laft, retired into Flanders, and di!banded his 
army r. 

SucH: was the fruitlefs and almofl: ridiculous conclu
:lion of Edward's mighty preparations; and as his mea
fures were the mofr prudent, that could be embraced in 
his fituation, he might learn from experience in what a 
hopclefs enterprize he was engaged. His expences, 
though they haa led to no end, had been confuming and 
deftrutl:ive: He had contracted near 300,000 pounds of 
debts ; he had anticipated all his revenue ; he had pawn
ed every thing of value, which belonged either to himfelf 
or his queen; he was obliged in fome meafure even to 
pawn himfelf to his creditors, by not failing to England, 
till he obtained their permiffion, and by promifing on his 
word of honour to return in perfon, if he did not remit 
their money. 

BuT he was a prince of too much fpirit to be difcou
raged by the firfi: difficulties of an undertaking ; and he 
was anxious to retrieve his honour by more fuccefsful 
and more gallant enterprizes. For this purpofe, he had, 
during the courfe of the campaign, fent orders to ft.immon 
a parliament by his fon Edward, whom he had left with 
the title of guardian, and to demand fome fupply in his 
urgent neceffities. The barons feemed inclined to grant 
his requeft; but the knights, who often, at this time, 
atl:ed as a feparate body from the burgefles, made fome 

. fcruple of taxing their conftituents, without their con
fel].t; and they defired the guardian to fummon a new 
par1iament, which might be properly impowereJ for that 
purpofe. The fituation of the king and parliam nt was, 

r Froiffard, liv. i. chap. 41, 4z, 43• Heming. p. 307, W.tlling. P• I43• 
s Cotton's brid&• p. 17, 

s for 

.n:er 

H 
writ 

On 
wn 
1ble 

~th 

ieua 

l~m 

toE 

t\e 

Ace 

~b 

lte 

m on 

~in 

Mf 
;ear 

Ill~ 

rnei 

cut 

on 

lea 
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for the time, nearly fimilar to that which they con£l:antly c H A P. 

fell into about the beginning of the lafl: century; and~ 
fimilar confequences began vifibly to appear. The king, Ij39• 

fenfible of the frequent demands which he lhould be 

obliged to make on his people, had been anxious to enfure 

to his friends a feat in the houfe of commons, and at his 

infiigation, the lheriffs and other placemen had made 

interefi to be eletl:ed into that affembly; an abufe which 

the knights delired the king to correCt: by the tenor of his 

writ of fummons, and which was accordingly remedied. 

On the other hand, the knights had profeffedly annexed 

conditions to their intended grant, and required a confider-

able retrenchment of the royal prerogatives, particularly 

with regard to purveyance, and the levying of the ancient 

feudal aids for knighting the king's eldefi: fon, and marry-

ing his eldefi: daughter. The new parliament, called by 

the guardian, retained the fame free fpirit ; and though 

they offered a large fupply of 30,000 facks of wool, no 

bulinefs was concluaed ; becaufe the conditions, which 

they annexed, appeared too high to be compenfated by a 

temporary conceffion. But when Edward himfelfcame~over 

to England, he fummoned another parliament, and he had 

the interefl: to procure a fuppl y on more moderate terms. 

A confirmation of the two charters and of the privileges 

of boroughs, a pardon for old debts and trefpaffes, and 

a remedy for fome abufes in the execution of com-

mon law, were the chief conditions infified on ; and the 

kino- in return for his conceffions on thefe heads, obtain-
e' 

ed from the barons and knights an unufual grant for two 

years of the ninth fheaf, lamb, and fleece on their efiates, 

and from the burgelies, a ninth of their moveables at 

their true value. The whole parliament alfo granted a 

duty of forty {billings on each fack of wool exported, 

on each three hundred wool-fells, and on each laft of 

leather for the fame term of years; but dreading the ar-

VoL. II. D d itrary 
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c H A P. bitrary fpirit of the crown, they exprefsly declared, thar 
xv. h' . 1 d b ~t 1s grant was to contmue no onger, an was no"t to er 
1339· drawn into precedent. Being foon after fenfible, that this

fupply, though confiderable and very unufual in that 
age, would come in !lowly, and wouJd not anfwer the 
k ing's urgent neceffi.ties) proceeding both fcom his debts~ 
and his preparations for war;· they agreed, that 20:,ooo· 

faC:.~s of wool- lhould immediately be granted him, and 
tl!eir value be deduCted from the ninths, which were after
wards to be levied. 

BUT there appeared:, at this time, another jealoufy in 
the parliament,- which was very reafonable, and was 
founded on a fent·iment that ought to have engaged them 
rather to che:k than fupport the king in all thofe ambi
tious projects, fo little l~kely to prc:we fuccefsfu1, and fo· 
dangerous to the nation,.if they did. Edward, who, before 
the commenGement of the former campaign, had, in 
feveral commiffions,. affumed· the title of king of France, 
now more openly,- in all public deeds, gave himfelf that 
appellation, and always quartered the arms of France 
with thofe of England in his feals and enfigns. The 
parliament thought proper to obviate the confequences of· 
this meafure, and to dec1are, that they owed him no obe
<lience as king of France, and that the two kingdoms 
mufi: for ever remain difrinCl: and independant t. They 
undoubtedly forefaw, that France, if Cubdued, would in 
the end prove the feat of government ; and they deemed 
this previous protefration neceffary, in order to prevent ' 
their becoming a province to that monarchy. A frail 
fecurity, if the event had really taken place ! 

As Philip was apprized, from the preparations which· 
were making both in England and the Low Countries, 
that he mufr expeCt ·another invafion from Edward,. he 
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tilted out a great fleet of 400 veffels, manned with 40,ooo c H A P. 

men; and he fiationed them off Sluife, with a view of~ 
intercepting the king irt his paffage~ The Englilh navy •34~· 

h i fi . . . b fill· l f Naval VlC• 

was muc n er10r m nu m er, con uurtg on y o 240 tory. 

fail ; but whether it were by the fuperior abilities of 13th J'.me. 

Edward, or the greater dexterity of his feamen, they 

gained the wind of the ertemy, and had the fun in their 

backs; and with thefe advantages began the action. 

The battle was fierce and bloody: The Englilh archers; 

whofe force and addrefs Were now much celebrated, galled 

the French on their approach: And when the lhips 

grappled together, and the conteft became more fready 

and furious, th~ example of the king, and of fo many gal-

lant nobles, who accompanied him; animated to fuch a 

degree the feamen and foldiery, that they maintained 

every where a fuperiority over the enemy. The French 

alfo had been guilty of fome imprudence in taking their 

ftation fo hear the coafr of Flanders, and chufing that 

place for the fcene of aB:ion. 'I'he Flemings, defcrying 

the battle, hurried out of their hatbours, and brought a re

inforcement to the Englilh; which, coming unexpectedly, 

had a greater effeB: than in proportion to its power and 

numbers. Two hundred and thirty French lhips were 

taken: Thirty thoufand Frenchmen were killed, with 

two of their admirals : The lofs of the Englifh was in

confiderable, compared to the greatnefs and importance 

of the victory u. None of Philip's courtiers, it is faid; 

dared to inform him of the event; till his fool or jefi:er 

gave him a hint, by which he diftovered the lofs that he 

had fufi:ained w. 

THE luftre of this great fuccefs encreafed the king's 

authority among his allies, who affem bled their forces 

with expedition~ and joined the Englilh army. Edward 

• FroiiTard, liv. i. chap. 51. Avdbury, p. S~• Hemin(• P· 31.1. 

w WaUi.n~. p. 148. 
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c H A P. marched to the frontiers of France at the head of above 
~ Ioo,ooo men, confifiing chiefly of foreigners, a more 

134°· numerous army than~ either before or fince, has ever 
been commanded by any king of England x. At the 
fame time, the Flemings, to the number of so,ooo men, 
marched out under the command of Robert of Artois, 
and laid fiege to St. Omer; but this tumultuary army, 
compofed entirely of tradefmen, unexpericnced in war, 
was routed by a fally of the garrifon, and notwithfiand
ing the abilities of their leader, was thrown into fuch a 
panic, that they were inftantly difperfed, and never more 
appeared in the field. The enterprizes of Edward, 
though not attended with fo inglorious an iffue, proved 
equally vain and fruitlefs. The king of France had af
fembled an army more numerous than the Englifh; was 
accompanied by all the chief nobility of his kingdom; 
was attended by many foreign princes, and even by three 
monarchs, the kings of Bohemia, Scotland, and Navarre Y: 
Yet he fiill adhered to the prudent refolution of putting 
nothing to hazard, and after throwing fl:rong garri
fons into all the frontier towns, he retired backwards, 
perfuaded, that the enemy, having wailed their force in 
fome tedious and unfuccefsful enterprize, would afford 
him an eafy vitl:ory. 

TouRN AY wa~ at that time one of the mofi confider
able cities of Flanders, containing above 6o,ooo inha· 
bitants of all ages, who were affeCtionate to the French 
government; and as the fecret of Edward's defign had 
not been firiEUy kept, Philip learned, that the Englifh, 
in order to gratify their Flemilh allies, had intended to 
open the campaign with the fiege of this place: He took 
care therefore to fuppl y it with a garrifon of 14,000 

men, comrna~ded by the bravefi nobility of France; and 
he reafonably expeCted, that thefe forces, joined to the 

x Rymer~ vol. v. p. 197• Y Froilfard1 liv. i. chap. 57. 
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inhabitants, would be able to defend the city againfr all C H ·~ P. 

the efforts of the enemy. Accordingly, Edward, when~ 

he commenced the fiege about the end of July, found 134o• 

every where an obfrinate refifrance: The valour of one 

ficle was encountered with equal valour by the other: 

Every affault was repulfed and proved unfuccefsful : And 

the king was at lafr obliged to turn the fiege into a block

a'Je, in hopes that the great numbers of the ·garrifon 

and citizens, which had enabled them to defend them .. 

felves againft his attacks, would but expofe them to be 

the more eafily reduced by famine z. The count of Eu, 

who commanded in Tournay, as foon as he perceived 

that the Engliili had formed this plan of operations, ·en

deavoured to fave his provifions, by expelling all the 

ufclefs mouths ; and the duke of Brabant, who wifued no 

fuccefs to Edward's enterprizes, gave every one a free 

paffage through his quarters. 

AFTER the fiege had continued ten weeks, the city 

was reduced to di.!l:refs; and Philip, recalling: all his 

fcattercd garrifons, advanced towards the Englilh camp 

at the head ·of a mig. ty army, with an intention of frill 

avoiding any decifive action, but of feeking fomc oppor

tunity for throwing relief into the place. Here Edward, 

irritated with the fmall progrefs he had hitherto made, 

and with the difagreeable profpeB: that lay before him, 

fent Philip a defiance by a herald; and challe ged him 

to decide their claims for the crown of France, either by 

fingle combat, or by an aCl:ion of a hundred againft a 

hundred, or by a general engagement But Philip re

plied, that Edward having done homage to him for the 

dutchy of Guienne, and having folemnl y acknowledged 

him for his fuperior, it by no means became him to fend 

a defiance to his liege lord and fovereign: That he was 

confident, notwithftanding all Edward's preparations, and 

z Froiifard, liv, i, chap. 54• 
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~ H A P._his conjuntlion with the rebellious Flemings, he himfelr Jt0 XV. 
~ ihould foon be able to chace hir:n from the frontiers of tad 

1 3~0• France: That as the hofiilities from England had pre- ~1a 
vented him from executing his purpofed crufade againft n1 
the infidels, he trufied iti the affifiance of the Almighty, 2n 
who would reward his p.ious intentions, and punifh the ~I 
aggre!for, whofe ill-grounded claims had rendered them 
abortive: That Edward propofed a duel on very une
qual terms, and offered to hazard only his own p.erfon, 
againfi both the kingdom of France, and the perfon of 
the king: But that, if he would encreafe the frake, and 
put alfo the kingdom of England on the i!fue of the duel, 
he would, notwithftanding that the terms would frill be 
unequal, very willingly accept of the challenge a. h 
was eafy to fee, that thefe mutual bravadoes were intend· 
ed only to dazzle the populace, and that the two king~ 
were too V{ife to think of executing their pretendcc\ 
purpofe. 

WHILE the French and Engli!h armies lay in this 
Iituation, and a general aB:ion was every day expeB:ed1 J ane, countefs dowager of Hain:mlt, interpofed with hex: 
good offices, and endeavoured to conciliate peace be
tween the contending monarchs, and to prevent any far~ 
ther effufion of blood. This princefs was mother-in-law 
to Ed ward, and fifier to Philip ; and though ihe had 

· taken the vows in a convent, and had renounced the 
world, lhe left her retreat on this occafion, and employed 
all her pious efforts to allay thofe animofities, which had 
taken place between perfons fo nearly related to her, and 
to each other. A,s Philip ~ad no material claims on his 
antagonifi, ihe found that he hearkened willingly to thCl 
propofals; and even the haughty and ambitious Edward, 
convinced of his fruitlefs attempt, was not averfe to h~r 

a Du Tillet, Rccueil de Traitez, &c. Heming. p. 32.51 ):l6. Walling. 
~· 14~.· 
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~goctatiOn. H.e was fenfible from experience, that he C Hx:. P. 

bad engaged in an enterprize which far exceeded his force; "'---v---1 

and that the power of England was never likely to pre- 1 34-0 • 

vail over that of a fuperior ki.Rgdom, firmly united under 

an able and prudent monarch. He difcovered, that 

all the allies, whom he could gain by negociation, were at 

bottom averfe to his enterprize ; and though they might 

fecond ·it to a certain length, would immediately detach 

themfelves, and oppofe its final accomplilhment, if ever 

they could be brought to think, that there :was ferioufly 

any danger of it. He even faw, that their chief purpofe 

was to obtain money from him; and as his fupplies from 

England came in very £lowly, and had much difappointed 

his expectations, he perceived their growing indifferenoe 

.in his caufe, and their de fire of em bracing all plaufibJe 

terms of accommodation. Convinced at ]aft, that an un

dertaking muft be imprudent, which could only be fup-

ported by means fo unequal to the end, he cop.cl.uded ·a 

truce, ·which left pot-h parties in po.fleffion of their pr-c- 3d Sept. 

fent a~.quifitionsl) and !topped all farther hofl:ilities on the 

fide of the Low Countries, Guienne, and Scotland, till 

Midfummer next b. A negociation was foon after opened 

at Arras, under -the mediation of the pope's legates; and 

the truce was attempted to be converted into a folid peace. 

Edward here required, that Philip lhould free Guienne 

from all claims of fuperior-ity, anJ entirely withdraw his 

protection from Scotland ·: Rut 2s he feemed not any 

wife entitled to make fuch high demands., eit-her from hts 

paft fucceffes, or future profpects, they were totally re-

jected by Philip, who agreed only to a prolongation of the 

truce. 
THE king of France foon after detached the emperor 

Lewis from the alliance of England, and engaged him to 

revoke the title of imperial vicar, which he had conferred 

'b Froitf.ud1 liv. i. chap. '4· Avefbury, P• 65. 
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C ~~. P. on Edward c. The king's other allies on 'he frontiers 
~of France, difappointcd in their hopes, gradually with-

1340• drew from the confederacy. And Edw;-rrd himfelf, ha
ra!fed by his numerous and importunate cr~ditors, was 
obliged to make his efcape by fiealth into England. 

Domt>IHc THE unufual t x of a ninth theaf, lamb, and fleece, 
dtftutb- • f:db ,. h ances. 1mpo e y par Iam nt, toget er with the great want of 

money, and fiill more, of credit in Englanj, had ren
dered the remittances to Flanders extremely backward ; 
nor could it be expected, that any expeditious method of 
collecting an impofition, which was fo new h itfelf, and 
which yielded only a gradual produce, could poffibly be 
contrived by the king or his minifiers. And though the 
parliament, forefeeing the inconvenience, had granted, as 
a prefent refource, 20,000 facks of wool, the only Eng
lifh goods that bore a fure price in foreign makets, and 
were the next to ready money; it was impoffible, but the 
getting po!feffion of fuch a bulky commodity, the gather
ing of it from d ifFcren t parts of the kin

0 do_m, and the dif
pofing of it abroad, mufi take up more time than the 
urgency of the king's affairs woul,d permit, anj mufi oc
cafion ail the difappointments complained of, during the 
courfe of the campaign. But though nothing had hap
pened, which Edward might not reafonabiy have fore
feen, he was fo irritated with th~ unfortunate iffue of 
his military operations, and fo much vexed anc affronted 
by his foreign creditors, that he was dete1 mined to throw 
the blame fomewhere off himfelf, and he came in very 
bad humour into England. He difcovered h,s peeviili 
difpofition by the firfi aB: which he performed after his 
arrival : As he landed unexpectedly, he found 6e Tower 
negligently guarded ; and he immediately committed to 
prifon, the confl:able and all others who had the charge of 
that fortrefs, and he treated them with unufual rigour d. 

c Heming. p. 352. Ypod. Neuft. p. 514. Knyght<m, p. ~s8o. 
cl Ypod, Neuft, p. S'l· 
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EDWARD Ill. 

His vengeame fell next on the officers of the revenue, the C H A P. 

1heriff~, the collectors of the taxes, the undertakers of~ 
all kinds ; ar.d befides difmiffing all of them from their IJ40• 

employmcnts, he appointed commi.ffioners to enquire into 
their conduCt ; and thefe men, in order to gratify the 
king's humou, were fure not to find any perfon inno-
cent, who cane before them e. Sir John St. Paul, keeper 
of the privy f~al, Sir John Stonore, chief jufiice, Andrew 
Aubrey, maJor of London, were difplaced and impnfon-
ed; as were l.lfo the bifhop of Chicheficr, chancellor, and 
the bilhop ofLichfie1d, treafurer. Stratford, archbilhop 
of CantcrbUJy, to whom the charge of collecting the 
new taxes h1d been chiefly entrufied, fell likew;fe under 
the king's difpleafure; but being abfent at the tine of 
Edward's arrival, he efcaped feeling the immediate effects 

of it. 
THERE W:!re fl:rong reafons, which might d' courage 

the kings of England, in thofe ages, from befiowing the 
chief offices ·>f the crown on prelates and other ecdefi
aftical perfons. Thefe men had fo entrenched themfelves 
in privileges and immunities, and fo openly challenged 
an e"xemptior from all fecular jurifdiction, that no civil 
penalty coull be inflicted on them for any malverfation 
in office ; ani as even treafon itfelf was declared to be no 
canonical offmce, nor was allowed to be a fufficient rea
fon foi depriration or other fpiritual cenfures, that order 
of men had enfurcd to themfelvcs an almofi total impunity, 
and were not bound by any political law or Hatute. But, 
on the other hand, there were m.:1ny peculiar caufes which 
favoured their pron otion. Befidls that they pofieffed al
moft ~ll the learning of the age, and were beft qualified 
for civil emp:oymcnts; the prelates enjo) ed equal dignity 
with the gre1teft barons, and gave weight, by their per
fonal author:ty, to the powers entrufted with them : 

e Avdbury, p. 70. Heming. p. 3111. Wal6ngham, P• ISO• 
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.C Hx A P. While, at the fame time, they did not endano-er the crowtt V. o 
"---v---.1 by accumulating wealth or influence in their families, and 

.134°· were refirained, by the decency of their charaCl:er, from 
that open rapine and violence, fo often pratlifed by the 
nobles. Thefe motives had induced Edward, as well as 
many of his predecefiors, to entrufi the chief departments 
of government in the hands of ecc]efiafi:ics; at the hazard 
of feeing them difown his authority as foon as it was 
turned againfi them. 

134r. THIS was the cafe with archbilhop Stratford. That 
prelate, informed of Edward's indignation againft him, 
prepared himfelf for the ftorm; and not content with 
fi:anding upon the defenfive, he refolved, by beginning 
the attack, to ihow the king, that he knew the privilegei 
of his character, and had courage to maintain them.. B~ 
ifiued a general fentence of excommunication againft an, 
who, on any pretext, exercifed violence on the perion 
<>r goods of clergymen ; who infringed thofe privileges 
fecured by the great charter, and by ecclefiaftical ca
nons ; or who accufed a prelate of treafon or any other 
crime, in order to bring him under the king's difpleafure r. 
Even Edward had reafon to think himfclf fi:ruck at by 
this fentence; both on account of the imprifonment of 
t he two biihops and that of other clergymen concerned in 
levying the taxes, and on ac.count of his feizing their 
lands and moveables, that he might make them anfwer-
4lble for any balance, which remained in their hands. 
'I~he clergy, with the primate at their head, were now 
formed into a regular combination againft the king; and 
many calumnies were fpread againft him, in order to de
prive him of the confidence and affeCtions of his people. 
It was pretended, that he meant to recal the general par
don, and the remiffion which he had granted of old deLts., 

r Heming. P• 339• Ang. Sacra1 vol, i, P• :r.r1 u. Walfingham, P• I 53• 
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E D W A R D III. 411 

t!nd to impofe new and arbitrary taxes without confent of c u A P. 

parliament. The archbifhop went fo far, in a letter to~ 
the king himfelf, as to tell him, that there were two JHI· 

powers, by which the world was governed, the holy pon-
tifical apofiolic dignity, and the royal fubordinate autho-
rity : That of thefe two powers, the clerical was evidently 
the fupreme; fince the priefrs were to anfwer, at the tri-
bunal of the divine judgment, for the conduCt of kings 
themfelves : That the clergy were the fpiritual fathers of 
afl the faithful, and amongft others of kings and princes; 
and were intitled, by a heavenly charter, to direCt their 
wills and actions, and to cenfure their tranfgreffions: And 
that prelates had heretofore cited emperors before their 
tribunal, had fitten injudgmenton their life and behaviour, 
and had anathematized them for their obfiinate offences g• 

Thefe topics were not well calculated to appeafe Ed-
ward's indignation; and when he called a parliament, he 
fent not to the primate, as to the other peers, a fummons 
to attend it. Stratford was not difcouraged at this mark 
of negleB: or anger : He appeared before the gates, ar-
rayed in his pontifical robes, holding the crofier in his 
hand, t\nd accompanied by a pompous train of priefis and 
prelates ; and he required admitta~ce as the firft and high-
eft peer in the realm. During two days, the king rejeB:ed 
his application : But fenfible, either that this affair might 
be attended with dangerous confequences, or that in his 
impatience he had groundlefsly accufed the primate of 
malverfation in his office, which feems really to have been 
the cafe ; he at !aft permitted him to take his feat, and 

' was reconciled to him h. 

EnWARD now found himfelf in a bad fituation both 
with his own people and with foreign ftates ; and it re
q\lired all his genius and capacity to extricate himfelf 

g Anglia Sacra, vol. j, P• "'7• 

i91 401 41o 

h Anglia Sacra, vol. i. P• sS, 
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c H A P. from fuch multiplied difficulties and embarraffments. His 
XV. . 11 d b' 1 . F .... 

'--y--1 unJUn an exor 1tant c atms on ranee and Scotland had 

J34'• engaged him in an implacable war with thefe two king-

dom8, h is neardl: neighbours : He had Iofr almofr all his 

foreign alliances by his irregular payments : He was 

deeply involved in debts, for which he owed a confurning 

interefr: His military operat ions had vanifhed into fmoke; 

and except his na :al viClory, none of them had been at

tended even with glory or renown, either to himfelf or to 

the nation : The animofity between him and the clergy 

was open and declared: The people were difcontented on 

account ot many arbitrary meafures, in which he had been 

engaged : And what was more dangerous, the nobility, 

taking advantabe of hi s prefent neceilitics, were deter

mined to retrench his power, and by encroaching on the 

ancient prerogatives of the c1own, to acquire to themfelves 

independance ;md authority. But the afpiring genius of 

Edward, which had fo far tranfported him beyond the 

bounds of difcretion, pro ved at lafi: fufficient to re·infiate 

him in his former authority, and finally to render his 

reign the moll: triumphant that is to be met with in Eng

liih Hory: Though for the prefe.1t he was obliged, with 

fome lofs of honour, to yield to the current, which bore 

fo firongly againfi him. 

THE parliament framed an acr, which was likely to 

produce confiderable innovations in the government. 

'l"'hey premi{ed, that, whereas the great charter had, to 

the manifefi: peril and flander of the king and damage of 

his people, been violated in many points, particularly by 

the imprifonment of free men and the feizure of their 

goods, without fuit, indiCtment, or trial, it was necef

fary to confirm it anew, and to oblige all the chief offi .. 

cers of ~he law, together with the fl:eward and chamber

lain of the hou!hold, the keeper of the privy-feal, the 

controller and treafurer of the wardrobe, and thofe who 
were 
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EDWARD HI. 4 3 

were entrufied with the education of the young prince, c H A P. 
. XV. 

to fwear to the regular obfervance of It. They alfo re-~ 

marked, that the peers of the realm had formerly been 1 341• 

arrefted and imprifoned, and difpoffeffed of their tempo-

ralities and lands, and even fome of them put to death, 

without judgment or trial; ahd they therefore enaCted 

that fuch violences fhould henceforth ceafe, and no peer 

be puniihed but by the award of his peers in parliament. 

They required, that, whenever any of the great offices 

above mentioned became vacant, the king iliould fill it 

by the ad vice of his council, and the confent of fuch ba-

rons as fuould at that time be found to refide in the 

neighbourhood of the court. And they enaeted, that, 

on the third day of every feffion, the king iliould refume 
into his own hand all thefe offices, except thofe of juf-

tices of the two benches and the barons of exchequer; 

that the minifters lhould for the time be reduced to pri-

vate perfons; that they fuould in that condition anfwer 

before parliament to any accufation brought againft them; 

and that, if they were found any wife guilty, they lhould 

finally be difpoffeffed of their offices, and more able· perfons 
be fubfiituted in their place i. By thefe I aft regulations, 

the barons approached as near as they durfr to thofe re

firiCl:ions, which had formerly been imp0fed on Henry JII. 
and Edward II. and which, from the dangerous confe

quences attending them, had become fo generally odious, 

that they did not expeCt to have either the concurrence of 

the people in demanding them, or the affent of the prefent 

king in granting them. 

IN return for thefe important conceffi.ons, the parlia

ment offered the king a gra:nt of 20,000 facks of wool; 

and his wants were fo urgent, from the clamours of his 

creditors, and the demands of his foreign allies, that he 

i 15 Edw. UT. 

was 
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c H A P. was obliged to accept of the fupply on thefe hard condi·· 
~ tions. He ratified this ftatute in full parliament ; but he 

JHI· flcretly entered a protefl: of fuch a nature, as were fuffi
cient, one fhould imagine, to deftroy all future truft and 
confidence with his people : He declared, that, as foon as 
his convenience permitted, he would, from his own au..; 
thority, revoke what had been extorted from him k. Ac
cordingly, he was no fooner poffeffed of the parliamen...; 
tary fupply, than he iffued an ediCt, which contains 
many extraordinary pofitions and pretenfions. He fidl: 
afferts, that that ftatute had been enacted cQntrary to law; 
as if a free legiflative body could ever do any thing ille
gal. He next affirms, that, as it was hurtful to the pre.: 
rogatives of the crown which he had {worn to defend, he 
had only diffembled, when he feemed to ratify it, but that 
he had never in his own breaft given his affent to it. He 
Goes not pretend, that either he or the parliament lay un
der force; but only that fome inconvenience would have 
~nfued, had he not feemingly affixed his fanCl:ion to that 
pretended ftatute. He therefore, with the advice of hit 
council and of fome earls and barons, abrogates and an
nuls it; and though he profeffes himfelf willing and 
determined to obferve fuch articles of it as were formed y 
law, he declares it to have thenceforth no force or au-· 
thority 1• The parliaments, that were afterwards affem
qJed, took no notice of this arbitrary exertion of roya} 
power, which, by a parity of reafon, left all their laws
at the mercy of the king ; and during the courfe of two 
years, Edwarcl had fo far re-eftablilhed his influence, and 
freed himfelf from his prefent neceffities, that he then 
obtained from his parliament a legal repeal of the ob• 

k Statutes at Large, 15 Edw. III. That this protefi of the king's wat 
fecret appears evidently, fince otherwife it would have been ridiculous in the 
parliament to have accepted of his affent : lefides the king owns that he dif~ 
fembled, which would not have been the cafe, had bis proteft been public. 

1 Statutes at Large, 15 Edw. III. 
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l!f>xious fl:atute m. This t:ranfaetion certainly contains C H A P~ 

remarkable circumfl:ances, which difcover the manners~ 
and fentiments of the age,. and may prove what inaccu.. 1341. 

rate work might be expected from fuch rude hands, when 
employed in legillation, and in rearing the delicate fabric 
ef laws and a confiitution. 

BuT though Edward had happi]y recovered his autho
rity at home,. which had been impaired by the events of 
the French war, he had undergone fo many mortifica
tions from that attempt, and faw fo little profpeB: of fuc
cefs, that he would probably have dropped his claim, had 
not a revolution in Britanny opened to him more promif
ing views, and given his enterprizing genius a full oppor
tunity of difplaying itfelf. 

JOHN Ill. duke of Britanny,- had, during fome years, Aff•irs of 

found himfelf declining through age and infirmities; Britanny. 

and having no iffue" he was folicitous to prevent thofe 
diforders, to which, on the event of his demife, a 
difputed fucceffion might expofe his fubjetls. His 
younger brother, the count of Penthievre, had left only 
one daughter, whom the duke deemed his heir; and as 
1tis family had inherited the dutchy by a female fucceffion, 
he thought her title preferable to that of the count of 
Mountfort, who:, being his brother by a fecond marriage, 
was the male heir of that prineipality n. He accordingly 
purpofed to befrow his niece in marriage on fome perfon,. 
who might be able to defend her rights; and he cafi his 
eye on Charles of Blois, nephew of the king of France, 
by his mother, Margaret of V alois, fifrer to that monarch. 
But as he both loved his fubjeB:s and was beloved by 
them, he determined not to take this important fl:ep
without their approbation ; and having afTembled the 
ilates of Britanny, he reprefented to them the advantages 

m Cotton's Abridgm. P• 31, 39• .11 Froiffard, liv, r. char. 64. 

of 
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C H A P. of that alliance, and the profpeCl:, which it gave, of an 
XV. 

~entire fett!ement of the fucce.ffion. The :t3retons will-
I3fi. ingly concurred in his choice: The marriage was con- · 

eluded : All his vaffals, and among the reft, the count of 
Mountfort, fwore fealty to Charles and to his confort as to 
their future fovereigns : And every danger of civil corn
motions feemed to be obviated, as far as human prudence 
could provide a remedy againft them. 

BuT on the death of this good prince, the ambition of 
the count of Mountfort broke through all thefe regula
tions, and kindled a war, not only dangerous to Britanny, 
but to a great part of Europe. While Charles of Blois 
was foliciting at the court of France the invefiiture of the 
dutchy, Mountfort was aCl:ive in acquiring immediate 

· poffeffion of it ; and by force or intrigue he made him
felf mafter of Rennes, Nantz, Breft, Hennebonne, and 
all the mo:ft important fortreffes, and engaged many c.on
fiderable barons to acknowledge his authority 0

• Sen
fible that he could expeCl: no favour from Philip, he made 
a voyage to England, on pretence of foliciting his claim 
to the earldom of Richmond, which had devolved to him 
by his brother's death ; and there, offering to do homage 
to Edward, as king of France, for the dutchy of Britanny, 

he propofed a :ftriB: alliance for the fupport of their 
mutual pretenfions. Edward faw immediately the advan
tages attending this treaty: Mountfort, an active and va
liant prince, clofely united to him by intereft, opened at 

. once an entrance into the heart of France, and afforded 
him much more flattering views, than his allies on the 
fide of Germany and the Low Countries, who had no 
fincere attachment to his caufe, and whofe progrefs w2:s 
alfo obfiruB:ed by thofe numerous fortifications, which 

had been raifed on that frontier. Robert of Artois was 

o Froiff"ard, liv. 1. chap. 65, 66, 67, 68, 
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zealous in inforcing thefe confidcrations: The ambitiousC H A P. 

fpirit of Edward was little difpofed to fit down under~ 
thofe repulfes which he had received, and which, he 1341. 

h h h d 
r h · • d l · . A cl . Renewal of 

t oug t, a 10 muc 1mpa1re i1s reputatiOn: n It the war with 

required a very fhort negociation to conclude a treaty ofFrancc. 

alliance between two men; who, though their pleas with 

regard to the preference of male or female fucccffion were 

direttly oppofite, were intimately connected by their im-

mediate interefis P. 

As this treaty was ftill a fecret, Mountfort, on his 

return, ventured to appear at Paris, in order to defend 

his caufe before the court of peers ; but obferving Philip 

.and his judges to be prepoffefied againfr his title, and 

dreading their intentions of arrefring him, till he lhould re
ftore what he had feized by violence, he fuddenly made his 

• efcape; and war immediately commenced between him 
and Charles of Blois q. Philip fent his eldefr fon, the duke 

of Normandy, with a powerful army, to the affifrance of 

the latter; and Mountfort, unable to keep the field againfr 

his rival, remained in the city of N antz, where he was 
befieged. The city was taken by the treachery of the 

inhabitants; Mountfort fell into the hands of his ene

mies; was conduB:ed as a prifoner to Paris; and was £hut 

up in the tower of the Louvre r. 

THIS event feemed to put an end to the pretenfions of i 34:. 

the count of Mountfort; but his affairs were immediately 

retrieved by an unexpetl:ed incident, which infpired new 

life and vigour into his party. Jane of Flanders, coun-

tefs of Mountfort, the mofr extraordinary woman of the 

age, w rouzea, by the captivity of her huiliand, from 

thofe domeftic cares, to which fhe had hitherto limited 

P Froiffard, liv. 1. chap. 69. 

r Ibid. chap. 73• 

VoL. II. 

'i Ibid. chap. 70, 71• 
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c H A P. her geni~s; and the courageoufly undertook to fupport 
XV. . d' fh ~the falling fortunes of her family. No fooner td ere-
134z.. ceive the fatal intelligence, than fhe affembled the inha

bitants of Rennes, where lhe then refidcd; and carrying 
her infant fon in her arms, deplored to them the calamity 
of their fovereign. She recommended to their care the 
illufirious orphan, the foie male remaining of their an
~ient princes, who had governed them with fuch indul
gence and lenity, and to whom they had ever profeffed 
the m oil: zealous attachment. She declared herfelf will
ing to run all hazards with them in fo juft a caufe; dif
covered the refources which frill remained in the alliance 
of England; and entreated them to make one effort againft 
an ufurper, who, being impofed on them by the arms of 
France, would in return make a facrifice to his proteCl:or 
of the ancient liberties of Britanny. The audience, 
moved by the affeCting appearance, and infpirited by the 
noble conduCt, of the princefs, vowed to live and die with 
her in defending the rights of her family: All the other 
fortreffes of Britanny embraced the fame refolution : The 
countefs went from place to place, encouraging the gar
rifons, providing them with every thing neccffary for fub
fifiance, and concerting the proper plans of defence; and 
after fhe had put the whole province in a good pofl:urc, 
!he fhut herfelf up in Hennebonne, where lhe waited with 
impatience the arrival of thofe fuccours, which Edward 
had promifed her. Mean while, !he fent over her fon to 
England, that fhc might both put him in a place of fafety, 
and engage the king more firongly, by fuch a pledge, to 
embrace with zeal the interell:s of her family. 

CHARLES OF BLois, anxious to make himfelf mafi:er 
of fo important a fortrefs as Hennebone, and fiill more 
to take the countefs prifoner, from whofe vigour and ca
pacity all the difficulties to his fucceffion in Britanny now 
proceeded, _fat down befqre the place, with a great army, 
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compofed of French, Spaniards, Genoefe, and fome Bre- C ~v~ P. 

tons; and he condutl:ed the attack with indefatigable in-~ 
dufiry s. The defence yras no lefs vigorous : The be- 1

34z. 

fiegers were repulfed in every aifault; Frequent fallies 

were made with fuccefs by the garrifon : And the coun .. 

tets herfelf being the moft forward in all military opera-

tions, every one was Jllhamed not to exert himfelf to the 

utmoft in this dcfperate fituation. One day ilie perceived, 

that the befiegers, entirely occupied in an attack, had ne-

. glctl:cd a d:fiant quarter of their camp; and fhe imme

diately fallied forth at the head of a body of 200 cavalry, 

threw them into confufion, did great execution upon 

them, and fet fire to their tents, baggage, and maga

zines : But when ilie was preparing to return, ilie found 
that lhe was intercepted, and that a confiderable body of 

the enemy had thrown themfelves between her and the 

gates. She infiantly took her refolution : She ordered her 

men to diroancl, and to make the befl: of their way by 

Right to Brefl:: She met them at the appointed place of 

rendezvous, collected another body of 500 horfe, returned 
to Hennebonne, broke unexpectedly through the enemy's 
camp, and was received with iliouts and acclamations by 

the garrifon, who, encouraged by this reinforcement, and 

by fo rare an example of female valour, determined to de. 

fend themfelves to tli.e lafl: extremity. 
THE reiterated attacks, however, of the beficgers had 

at length m«de feveral breaches in the walls; and it was 

apprehended, tint a general affault, which was every 
hour expected, would overpower the garrifon, diminifhed 

in numbers, and extremely weakened with watching 

and fatigue. It became neceliary to treat of a capitu

lation; and the bifhop of Leon was already engageJ, for 
that purpofe, in a conference with Charles of Blois ; 

when the countcfs, who had mo~mtcd to a high tower, 

s Froi!fard, liv. i. chap. Sx. 
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,gverwhelmed for more than a century, EdwarJ undertook c H A P. 

in perfon the defence of the countefs of Mountfort; and~ 
as the Jail: truce with France was now expired, the war, · 1342.. 

which the Engli!h and French had hitherto carried on as 

allies to the competitors for Britanny, was thenceforth 

conduB:ed in the name and under the ftandar.d of the two 

monarchs. The king landed at Morbian near Vannes, 

with an. army of 12,000 men; and being mafier of the 

field, he endeavoured to give a lufire to his arms, by 

commencing at on~e three important :lieges, that of 

Vannes, of Rennes, and of Nantz. But by undertaking 

too much, he failed of fuccefs in all his enterprizes. Even 

the fiege of Vannes, which Edward in perfon conducted. 

with vigour, advanced but flowly x; and the French had 

all the leifure requifite for making preparations again!l: 

him. The duke of Normandy, eldeft fon of Philip, ap-

peared in Britanny at the hea.d of an army of 3o,ooo in ... 

fan try, and 4000 cavalry; and Edward was ~ow obliged 

to draw together all his forces, and to entrench himfelf 

~rongly befor~ Vannes, where the duke of Normandy 

foon after arrived, and in a manner invefl:ed the befiegers. 

The garrifon and the French camp were plentifully [up-

plied with provifions ; while the Englifh, who durfl: not 

make any attempt upon the place in the prefence of a fu-

perior a,rmy, drew all their fubfifiance from England, ex-

pofed to the hazards of the fea, and fometimes to thofe 

which arofe from the fleet of the enemy. In this danger- 1343. 

ous fituation, Edward willingly hearkened to the media-

tion of the pope's legates, the cardinals of Palefirine and 

Frefcati, who endeavoured to negociate, if not a peace, 

at leafl: a truce between the two kingdoms. A treaty 

was concluded for 4 ceffation of arms during three years t ; 

and Edward had the abilities, notwithfl:anding hi.s pretent 

dangerous fituation, to procure to himfelf very equal and 

X Froiffard, liv, J, chap. 95• Y Ibid. chap. 99• Avefuury, P• 102, 

'E e 3 honourable 
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C H A P. honourable terms. It was agreed, that Vannes lhould be xv. 
~ fequefiered, during the truce, in the hands of the legates, 

lHJ• to be difpofed of afterwards as they pleated; and though 
Edward knew the partiality of the court of Rome towards 
his antaronifis, he faved himfelf by thi device from t 1e 
di!h0nour of having undertaken a fruitlds enterpnze. It 
was alfo fiipulated, that all 11rifoners iliould be rel"afed, 
that the placts in Britanny ihoul~ remain in th.e hand~ of 
the P• efent pofreffors, and that the allies on both fides 
ihould be comp1ehended in the truce 'L, Edward, foon 
after concluding this treaty, embarked with his army for 
England. 

THE truce, though calculated for a long time, was of 
very ihort duration ; and each monarch endeavoured to 
throw on the other the blame of its infraCtion. Of 
courfe, the hi!lorians of the two countries differ in their 
account of the matter. It feems probable, however~ as 
is affirmed by the French writers, that Edward, in con
fcnting to the truce, had no other view than to extricate 
himfelf from a perilous fituation, into which he had fallen, 
and was afterwards very carelefs in obferving it. In all 
the memorials which remain on this fll bjetl:, he com
plains chiefly of the puni!hment inflicted on Oliver de 
Clilfon, John de Montauban, and other Breton noble
men, who, he fays, were partizans of the family of 
Mo~ntfort, and confequently under the protetl:ion of 
England a. But it appears, that, at the conclufion of 
the truce, thofe noblemen had openly, by their declara
tions and atl:ions, embraced the caufe of Charles of 
Blois b; and if they had entered into any fecret corre
fpondence and engagements with Edward, they were trai
tors to their party, and were jufrly punifhable by Philip 
and Charles, for their breach of faith ; nor had Edward 

~ Heming. P• 359• 
4-96. Hemin~. P· 376. 

a F ymer, vo1. v, P• 453, 454• 459· 466, 
b Fro:..tfard, liv, I, chap. 96. p. xoo. 
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any ground of complaint againft France for fuch feveri- c H A P. XV 

ties. But when he laid thefe pretended injuries before~ 
the parliament, whom he affeB:ed to confult on all occa- 1 

544• 

fions, that afiembly entered into the quarrel, advifed the 

king not to be amufed by a fraudulent truce, and granted 

him fupplies for the renewal of the war: The counties 

were charged with a fifteenth for two years, and the bo· 

roughs with a tenth. The clergy confented to give a 

tenth for three years. 
THESE fupplies enabled the king to complete his mili-

tary preparations; and he fent his coufin, Henry earl of 

Derby, fon of the earl of Lancafl:er, into Guienne, for 

the defence of that province'· This prince, the moft 

accomplifhed in the Englilh court, poficfied to a high de

gree the virtues of jufl:ice and humanity, ~swell as thofe 

of valour and conduCt d' and not content with proteCting 

and cherifhing the province committed to his care, he 

made a fuccefsful invafion on the enemy. He attacked 

the count of Lifie, the French general, at Bergerac, beat 

him from his entrenchments, and took the place. He 

reduced a great part of Perigord, and continually ad

vanced in his conquefl:s, till the count of Lifle, having 

colleCted an army of ten or twelve thoufand men, fat 

down before Auberoche, in hopes of recovering that IHS• 

place, which had fallen into the hands of the Englifh. 

'rhe earl of Derby came upon him by furpriz.e with only 

a thoufand cavalry, threw the French into di{ordcr, pu(hed 

his advantage, and obtained a complete viCtory. Lifle 

himfelf, with many confiderable nobles, was taken pri-

c Froi!Tard, liv. r. chap. 103. Ave.lb !.JCy, p. I2I ! 

d It is reported of :his prince, that, h aving once, befvre the att ack of a 

town, promifed the (dtliers the plunder, one p · i n ~ e n~ an hap?ened to fall 

ur.on a great chelt full of mone!', which he immediately brought to the earl_, 

as thinktng it too great for bimfelf to keep poffeflion of it. But Detb_v toU 

him, that his promifc: did not depend -on the greatncfs or fma!lnefs c.f the 

fum i and ordered h;m to keep it all for his own ufe. 

E e 4 foncr. 
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c H A P. foner e. After this important fuccefs, Derby made a xv. 
'---v----'rapid progrefs in fubduing the French provinces. He iJil 

1345• took Monfegur, Monpefat, Villefranche, Miremont, and 
Tonnins, with the fortrefs of Damaffen. Aiguillon, a; 

fortref~ deemed impregnable, fell into his hands from the 
cowardice of the governor. Angouleme was furrendered ha 

after a iliort fiege. The on) y place, where he met wjd1 ma 

confiderable refifrance, was Reole, which, however, w C4 

at laft red uccd after a fiege of above nine weeks f• Me ed, 

made an attempt on Blaye, but thought it more prudent th 
to rai fe the fiege, than wafte his time before a place Qf w 
fmall importance g. cl 

I~ I 

1346. THE rcafon, why Derby was permitted to make, with· lo 
out oppofition, fuch progrefs on the fide of Guienne, wa~ fo. 

the difficulties under which the French finances then Ja... Ai 

bourcd, and which had obliged Philip to lay on new im
pofitions, particularly the duty on fait, to the great dif
content, <j.nd almoft: mutiny of his fubjeCl:s. But after 
the court of France was fupplied with money, great pre
parations were mad~; and the duke of Normandy, at
tended by the duke of Burgundy, and other great nobility, 
led towards Guienne a powerful army, which the Englilh 
could not think of rcfifting in the open field. The earl 
of Derby fiood on the defenfive, and allowed the French 
to carry on at leifure the fiege of Angouleme, which was 
~heir firfi enterprize. John lord Norwich, the governor, 
after a brave and vigorous defence, found himfelf reduced 
to fuch extremities, as obliged him to employ a firatagem, 
in order to fave his garrifon, and to prevent his being re
duced to f4rrender at difcretion. He appeared on the 
walls, and defired a parley with the duke of Normandy. 
The prince there told Norwich, that he fuppofed he in .. 

e Froiffard, liv. I. chap. 104. 

g Ibid, chap. JU. 

f Ibid. chap. 1 Jo. 
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EDW.ARD nx. 
tended to capitulate. " Not at all," replied the gover- C H A P. XV. 
nor: " But as to-morrow is the feafi of the Virgin, to~ 
~' whom, I know, that you, Sir, as well as myfelf, 1346. 

'' bear a great devotion, I defire a ceffation of arms for 
" that day." The propofal was agreed to; and Norwich, 
having ordered his forces to prepare all thei!} baggage, 

marched out next day, and advanced towards the French 
camp. The befieg,ers-, imagining they were to be attack-

ed, ran to their arms; but Norwich fent a meffenger to 

the duke, reminding him of his engagement. The duke, 

who piqued himfelf on faithfully keeping his word, ex-
claimed, I fee the governor has outwitted me: But let us be 
{Ontent with gaining the place: And the Englifh were al .. 
lowed to pafs through the camp unmole!l:ed h. After 
fome other fucceffes, the duke of Normandy laid fiege to 

{\:iguillon ; and as the natural firength of the fortrefs, to-

gether with a brave garrifon under the command of the 
earl of Pembroke, and Sir Waiter Manny, rendered it 
impoffible to take the place by affaul t, he purpofed, after 

making feveral fruitlefs attacks 1, to reduce it by famine: 
But before he could fi.nifh this entcrprize, he was called 
to another quarter of the kingdom, by one of the greateft 
difafrers that ever befel the French mon'lrchy k. 

Envy _t\RD, informed by the earl of Derby of the great 
danger to which Guienne was expofed, had prepared a 
force with which he intended in perfon to bring it relief. 

He embarked at Southampton on board a fleet of near a 

thoufand fail of all djmenfions ; and carried with him, 

befides all the chief nobility of England, his eldefr fon 
the prince of Wales, now fifteen years of age. The 

winds proved long contrary 1 ; and the king, in defpair 
of arriving in time at Guienne, was at lafi perfuaded by 
Geoffry d'Harcourt, to change the de!l:ination of his en-

h Froiffard, Jiv. I. chap. uo. 
k Ibid. chap, 1 H• 

i Ibid. chap. 121. 

1 Avdbury, p.U3· 
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c H A P. terprize. This nobleman was a Norman by birth, had XV, 
'--v---' long made a confiderable figure in the court of France, 

Jlfh•. and was generalJy efteemed for his perfonal merit and his 
valour; but being difob1iged and perfecuted by Philip, he 
had fled into England; had recommended himfelf to 
Edward, who was an excellent judge of men; and had 
fucceeded to Robert of Artois in the invidious office of 
exciting and affifiing the king in every enterprize againft 
his native country. He had long infiil:ed, that an expe
dition to Normandy promifcd, in the prefent circum
ftances, more favourable fuccefs, than one to Guienne; 
that Edward would find the northern provinces almoft 
defritute of military force, which had been drawn to the 
fouth ; that they were full of flourilhing cities, whofe 
plunder would enrich the Englilh; that their cultivated 
fields, as yet unfpoiled by war, would fupply them with 
plenty of provifions; and that the neighbourhood of the 
capital r~ndered every event of importance in thofe quar
ters m. Thefe reafons, which had not before been duly 
weighed by Edward, began to make more impreffion after 
the difappointments which he had met with in his voyage 

2th July, 
to Guienne: He ordered his fleet to fail to Nprmandy, 
and fafely difembarked his army at la Hogue. 

Jnvation of THIS army, which, during the co~:~rfe of the enfuing 
France, campaign, was crowned with the mofi: fplendid fuccefs, 

confifled of four thoufand men at arms, ten thoufand ar~ 
chers, ten thoufand Wellh infantry, and fix thoufand 
lrilh. The Wellh and the Irilh were light, ~iforderly 
troops, fitter for doing execution in a purfuit, or fcouring 
the country, than for any fiable aClion. The bow wa~ 
always efleemed a frivolous weapon, where true military 
difcipline was known, and regular bodies of well-armed 
foot maintained. The only folid force in this army were 
the men at arms ; and even thefe, being cavalry, were, 

m F;oitfard, liv. i. chap. 12.1, 
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on that account, much inferior, in the fhock of battle~ C H A P. 

tq good infantry: And as the whole were new levied~ 
troqps, we are led to entertain a very mean jdea of the I349· 

military force of thofe ages, which, being ignorant of 

every other art, had not properly cultivated the 3,rt of 

war itfelf, the fole objeCl: of general attention. 

THE king created the earl of Arundel confiable of his 

army, and the earls of Warwic and Harcourt, marefchals: 

He befiowed the honour of knighthood on the prince of 
Wales and feveral of the young nobility, immediately 
llpon his landing. After defiroying all the 1hips in la 

Hogue, BarRcur, and Cherbourg, he fpread his army 

over the whole country, and gave them an unbounded 
licence of burning, fpoil ing, and plundering every place, 
<>f which they became mafiers. The loofe difcipline, 
then prevalent, could not be much hurt by thefe difor

derly praCtices; and Edward took care to prevent any 
furprize, by giving orders to his troops, however they 
might difperfe themfelves in the day-time, always to 

quarter themfelves at night near the main body. In this 

manner, Montebourg, Carentan, St. Lo, Valognes, and 

other places in the Cotentin, were pillaged without refift- · 

ance; and an univerfal confiernation was fpread over the 

province n. 

THE intelligence of this unexpeCl:ed invafion foon 
reached Paris; and threw Philip into great perplexity. 
He iffued orders, however, for levying forces in all quar
ters, and difpatched the count of Eu, confiabie of France, 

and the count of Tancarville, with a body of troops, to 
the defence of C:1en, a populous and commercial but open 

city, which lay in t e neighbourhood of the. Engliih 
anny. The temptation of fo rich a prize foon allur· 

~d Edward to approach it; and the inhabitants, encou

r~ged by their numbers; and by the reinforcements \Vhich 

¥1 FroiO~rd} liv, I, chap. 1 :z, 

they 
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c H A P.they daily received from die country, ventured to meet 
~him in the field. But their courage failed them on the 

1346• firft 1hock: They Red with precipitation: The counts of 
Eu and Tancarville were taken prifoners: 'Fhe vitl:ors 
entered the city along with the vanquifhed, and a furiou~ 
maffacre commenced, without difl:inffion of age, fcx, or 
condition. The citizens, in defpair, o:uricadoed their 
houfes, and afft~ulted the Engliili with frone; , briclcs, and 
ev-ery miffile weapon : The Englilh made way by fire to 
the defl:ru8:ion of tHe citizens: T-ill Edward, anxious to 
{ave both his fpoil and his foldiers, ftopped the matfacre; 
atld h:iving obliged the inhabitants to lay down tHeir arms, 
gave his ttobps Jicente to begin a, more regular and lefs 
hazardous plunder of the city. The pillage continued 
for three days: The king referved for his own !hare the 
jewels, plate, filks, fine cloth, and fine linen; and he 
beftowed all the remainder of the fpoil on his army. The 
whole was embarked on board the fhips, and fcnt over to 
England ; together with three hundred of the rich:efi citi
zens of Caen, whofe ranfom was an additional profit, 
which he expeCted afterwards to levy 0

• This difmal 
fcene paffed in the prefence of two cardinal I gates, who 
had come to negociate a peace between the kingdoms. 

THE king moved next to Roi.ien in hopes of treating 
that city in the fame manner; but found, that the bridge 
over the Seine was alreaJy broken down, and that the 
king of France himfelf was arrived there witli his army. 
He marched along the banks of that river towards Paris, 
deftroying the whole country, and every town and village, 
wliich he met with on his road P. · SQme of his Hght troops 
carried their ravages even to the gates of Paris ; and the 
royal palace of St. Germans, together with N an terre, 
Ruelle, and other villages, was reduced to afhes within 
fight of the capital. The Englifh intended to pafs the 
river at Poiffy, but found the French army encamped on 

• Froiffard, liv, 1, chap. 124. P Ibid. chap. us. 
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the oppofite banks, and the bridge ~t that place, as well c .H A P. 

as all others mrer the Seine, broken down by orders from~~ 
Philip. Edward now fa.,.,, that the French meant to 1346. 

enclofe him in their countr¥, in hopes of attacking him 
with advantage on all fides: But he faved himfelf by a 
ftratagem from this perilous fituation. He gave his army 

orders to diflodge, and to advance farther up the Seine; 
but immediately returning by the fame road, he arrived at 
Poiffy, which the enemy had already quitted, in order to 

attend his motions. He repaired the brid~e with incre-
dible celerity, paffed over his army, and having thus 
difengaged himfelf from the enemy, advanced by quick 

marches towards Flanders. His vanguard, commanded 

by Harcourt, met with the townfmen of Amiens, who 
were hafiening to reinforce their king, and defeated them 
with great flaughter q : He paffed by Beauvais, and burn-

ed the fuburbs of that city: But as he approached the 
Somme, he found himfelf in the fame difficult;; as before: 

All the bridges on that river were either broken down, 

or firongly guarded : An army, under the command of 

Godemar de Faye, was fiationeJ on the oppJfite banks : 
Philip was advancing on him from the other quarter, 

with an army of a hundred thoufand men : And he was 

thus expofed to the danger of being enclofed, and of 
ftarving in CilTI enemy's country. In this extremity, he 
publi!hed a reward to any one, that fhould bring him 
intelligence of a paffage over the Somme. A peafant,. 

called Gobin Agace, whofe name has been prcferved by 

the fuare which he had in thefe important tranfaB:ions, 

was tempted on this occafion to betray the interefis of his 

country; and he informed Edward of a ford below Abbe
ville, which had a found bottom, and might be paffcd wi h
out difficulty at low water r. The king hafiened thither, 

but found Godemar de Faye on the oppofite banks. Be-

Cl Froi!Iard1 liv. i. chap. UJ' 

ing 
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C H vA P.ing urged by neceffity, he deliberated not a moment; but 
~threw himfelf into the river, fword in hand, at the head 

1146. of his ttoops ; drove the enemy from their ftation ; and 
purfued them to a diftance on the plain •. The French 
army under Philip arrived at the ford, when the rear
guard of the Englifh were paffing. So narrow was the 
efcape, which Edward, by his prudence and telerity, made 
from this danger! The rifing of the tide prevented the 
French king from folJowing him over the ford, and ob
liged that prince to take his route over the bridge at 
Abbeville ; by which fome time was loft. 

IT is natural to think, that Philip, at the head of fo 
~art: an army, was impatient to take revenge on the Eng
lilh, and to prevent the difgrace, to which he mufi: be 
expofed, if an inferior enemy lhould be allowed, after 
ravaging fo great a part of his kingdom, to efcape with 
impunity. Edward alfo was fenfible, that fuch mufi: be 
the objeCl: of the French monarch ; and as he had ad
vanced but a little way before his enemy, he faw the 
danger of precipitating his march over the plains of. Pi
cardy, and of expofing his rear to the infults of the nu
merous cavalry, in which the French camp abounded. 

Battle of He took therefore a prudent refolution: He chore his 
Crecy. ground with advantage near the village of Crecy; he 
asth Aug. difpofed his army in excellent order ; he determined to 

await in tranquillity the arrival of the enemy; and he 
hoped, that their eagernefs to engage, and to prevent his 
retreat, after all their pafi: difappointments, would hurry 
them on to fome ra1h and ill-concerted aaion. He drew 
up his army on a gentle afc~nt, and divided them into 
three lin~s: The firll: was commanded by the princ-e of 
Wales, and under him, by the earls of W arwic and 
. Oxford, by Harcourt, and by the lords Chandos, Hol· 
Jrand, and other noblemen : The earls of Arundel and 

• Froifi"ard1 liY. i. chap. U7• 

Northampton., 



EDWARD III. 431 

Northampton, with the lords Willoughby, Ba!fet, Roos, C H A P. 

and Sir Lewis Tufton, were at the head of the fecond ~ 
line: Jle took to himfelf the command of the third clivi- 13•6· 

fion, by which he purpofed either to bring fuccour to the 
two firft lines, or to fecure a retreat in cafe of any mis-
fortune, or to pulh his advantages againft the enemy. 
He had likewife the precaution to throw up trenches on 

his flanks, in order to fecure himfelf from the numerous 

bodies of the French, who might affail him from that 
quarter ; and he placed all his baggage behind him 
in a wood, which he alfo fecured by an intrenchment c. 

THE !kill and order of this difpofition, with the tran
quillity in which it was made, ferved extremely to com
pofe the minds of the foldiers; and the king, that he 
might farther infpirit them, rode through the ranks with 
fuch an air of cheerfulnefs and alacrity, as conveyed the 

higheft confidence into every beholder. He pointed out 
to them the neceffity to which they were reduced, and 
the certain and inevitable deftrucrion!which awaited them, 
if, in their prefent fituation, enclofed on all hands in an 
enemy's country, they trufted to any thi~g but their own 

valour, or gave that enemy an opportunity of taking 
revenge for the many infults and indignities, which they 

had of late put upon him. He reminded them of the 
vifible afcendant, which they had hitherto maintained, 
over all the bodies of French troops that had fallen in 
their way; and affured them, that the fuperior numbers 
of the army, which at prefent hovered over them, gave 
them not greater force, but was an advantage eafily corn
pen fated by the order in which he had placed his own 

army, and the refolution which he expected from them. 
He demanded nothing, he fa id, but that they would Imi

tate his own examp e, and that of the prince of Wales; 

and as the honour, the lives, the liberties of a11, were 

t Froilrard, liv. i. chap. 128. 
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C PI lf. P. DDW e~ to the .fAme danget, he wat confident, rth'll 
~.thq wotdd make one commE>R e.ffort te eDC.tricate them

JK6· .femtts iin>lt'l the prefent difi<:ulties.; and that their unit
{.(PUrage w-ould gm them the vitrory over all th~ir 

~ies. 

lfl' ·s.orelated by fame htflorians 0
; rthat Edwatd, -be6dcs 

the ref~urces6 which h.e found in his own genius and prc

lfence of mind, empl~d a-lfo a 11ew i'RWtntion againfi 
Jtbe enemy, and placed in his front fome pieces of ~rti!...; 
lery, the firft that had yet been made ufe of on any re~ 
ma«lk~le "'C<!aGon in E rope. This is the .epoch of one 

the IJJeft Gngular difccweries, .that 1tas been made 
-among men; ;adi~, • b ohUlgedby degrees.ctbe 
-whoie art of war : and by -cenfequen<:e many drc1.1'Pft-
fiances in the political government -of ttrape. =But t'he 
ignorance of that age, in the mechanical arts, re-ndered -the 
progrefs of this new invention very flow. Tohe artillery~ 
iirfl: framed, were fo Clumfy and of fueh drfficult manage
<fnent, that men were not immediately fen4tble Qf thdr 

'Ufe and efticacy: And even to the prefent times, improve
ments have been continually making on this ·furious en
gine, whicb, though it feemed contrived for the cleftntc ... 
tion of mankind, and the overthrow Of empires, has in 

the iflue rendered battles lefs bloody, and has given 
rgreater ftability to civil fodeties. Nations, by its means, 
'have been brought more to a level : Conquefts have be-. 

'Come lefs frequent and rapid: Succefs in war has been 
reduced near1y to be a matter of calculation : And any 

n·atio.n, overmatched by its .enemies~ either yields to their 
demands, or fecures itfelf by a11iances againfl: their vio
lence and invaGon. 

THE invention of artillery_ was at this time known in 
France as well as in .England w; but Philip, in his hurry 

u Jean VillaniJ lib. u. cap. 61i. 

• Bombarda. 
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o overtake the enemy, had probably left h is cannon be· c H A P. 

~ind him, which he regard ~d as a ufelefs incumbrance. ~ 
All his other movements difcovered the fame imprudence 1346. 

and precipitation. Impelled by anger, a dangerous coun-

fellor, and trufiing to the great fuperiority of his num-

bers, he thought that all depended on forcing an engage-
ment with the Englifh, and that, if he could once reach 

the enemy in their retreat, the victory on his fide was 
certain and inevitable. He made a hafiy march in fome 
confufion from Abbeville; but after he had advanced above 
two leagues, fome gentlemen, whom he had fent before 
to take a view of the enemy, rettlrned to him, and 

brought him intell tgence, that they had feen the Eng-
liih drawn up in great order, and awaiting his arrival. 
They therefore adviled him to defer the combat till the 

enfuing day, when his army would have recovered from 

their fatigue, and might be difpofed into better order, 

than their prefent hurry had permitted them to obferve. 
Phi lip a!Iented to this counfel; but the former precipi-
tation of his march, and the impatience of the French 
nobility, made it impracticable for him to put it in exe-
cution. One div ifion preHed upon another: Orders to 

flop were not feafonably conveyed to all of them: This 
immenfe body was not governed by fufficient difcipline to 
be manageable: And the French army, imperfeCtly 
formed into three lines, arrived, already fatigued and dif
ordered, in prefence of the enemy. The firft line, con-
fifting of rs,ooo Genoefe crofs-bow men, was com

manded by Anthony Doria, and Charles Grimaldi : The 
fecond was led by the count of Alen~on, brother to the 

king: The king himfelf was at the head of the third. 
Befides the French monarch, there were no lefs than three 

crowned heads in this engagement: The. king of Bohe-
mia, the king of the Romans, his fon, and the king of 

Majorca; with all the nobility and great vafials of the 
crown of France, The army now confified of above 

VoL. II. F f 12o,ooo 
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C H A P. 120,ooo men, more than three times the number of the xv. 
~enemy. But the prudence of one man was fuperior to 

1 346• the advantage of all this force and fplendor. 
THE Engli£h, on the approach of the enemy, kept 

their ranks firm and immoveable ; and the Genoefe firft 
began the attack. There had happened, a little before the 
engagement, a thunder-fhower, which had moiftened and 
relaxed the firings of the Genoefe crofs-bows; their ar
rows for this reafon fell fhort of the enemy. The Eng
lilh archers, taking their bows out of their cafes, pour
ed in a lhower of arrows upon this multitude who were 
oppofed to them; and foon threw them into diforder. 
The Genoefe fell back upon the heavy-armed cavalry of 
the count of Alen~on x; .who, enraged at their cowardic~, 
ordered his troops to put them to the fword. The artil
lery fired amidft the crowd; the Englifh archers conti
nued to fend in their arrows among them ; and nothing 
was to be feen in that vaft body but hurry and confufion, 
terror and difmay. The young prince of Wales had 
the prefence of mind to take advantage of this fituation, 
and to lead on his line to the charge. The French ca
valry, however, recovering fomewhat their order, and 
encouraged by the example of their leader, made a ftout 
refifi:ance; and having at laft cleared themfclves of the 
Genocfe runaways, advanced upon their enemies, and 
by their fuperior numbers began to hem them round. 
The earls of Arundel and Northampton now advanced 
their line to ruftain the prince, who, ardent in his firft feats 
of arms, fet an example of valour, which was imitated 
by all his followers. The battle became for fome time 
hot and dangerous, and tlie earl of vVarwic, apprehenfil·e 
of the event from the fuperior numbers of the French, cl if
patched a mefiengcr to the king, and entreated him to fend 
fuccours to the relief of the prince. Edward had chofen 
his fiation on the top of the hill; and he furveyed in tr;ln· 

x :Froi.trard, liv, i. clup. 130. 
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quiTiity the fcene of atl:ion. When the meffenger accolted C H A P. 
XV. 

him, his firfr quefrion was, whether the prince were Ilain "-v---J 

or wounded. On receiving an anfwer in the negative, 1
14

6
• 

Return, faid he, to my fon, and tell him tha! I refcrve the 

honour of the day to him: I am crmfident tbat ht will jhow 

himfelf worthy of the honour of knighthood, which I fo lately 
tonftrred upon him : He will be able without my ajf!fiance to 
repel the memy Y. This fpeech, being reported to the 
prince and his attendants, infpired them with freih cou-

rage: They made an attack with redoubled vigour on 

the French, in which the count of Alenron was Ilain: 

That whole line of cavalry was thrown into diforder: 

The riders were killed or difmountecl: The vV cHh in

fantry rulhed into the throng, and with their long knives 

cut the throats of all who had fallen; nor was any quar

ter given that day by the vitl:ors z. 

THE king of France advanced in vain with the rear 

to fufrain the line commanded by his brother: He found 

them already difcomfited; and the example of their rout 

encreafed the confufion, which was before but too pre

valent in his own body. He had himfelf a horfe killed 

under him: He was remounted ; and, though left almofi: 

alone, he feemed frill determined to maintain the combat; 

when John of Hainault feized the reins of his bridle, 

turned about his horfe, and earned him off the field of 

battle. The whole French army took to flight, aud was 

followed and put to the fword without mercy by the ene
my; till the darknefs of the night put an end to the 
purfuit. The king, on his return to the camp, flew in
to the arms of the prince of Wales, and exclaimed; 

My brave fon: Perfe·vere in your honourable caufe : You are 

my fon; for valiantly harz,re ;•ou acquitted yDurfe!f to-day: Y~u 

have jhewn yourfelf wortby of empire a .. 

Y Froiifard, liv, i. chap. 130. rr: Ibid. a Ibic. chap. J l r. 
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C H A P. THIS battle, which is known by the name of the bat• 
~tle of Crecy, began after three o'clock in the afternoon,. 

1346. and continued till evening. The next morning was 
foggy; and as the Engliili obferved, that many of the 
enemy had loft their way in the night and in the mifr, 
they employed a firatagem to bring them into their 
power: They ereB:ed on the eminences fome French 
ftanciards which they had taken in the battle; and all, 
who were allured by this falfe fignal, were put to the 
fword 1 and no quarter given them. In excufe for this 
inhumanity, it was alleged that the French king had 
given like orders to his troops; but the real reafon pro
bably was, that ~he Englifh, in their prefent fituation,. 
did not chufe to be encumbered with prifoners. On the 
day of battle, and on the enfuing, there fell, by a mo
derate computation, 1200 French knights, q.oo gentle .. 
men, 4000 men at arms, bdides about JO,ooo of inferior 
rank b: Many of the principal nobility of France, the 
dukes of Lorraine and Bourb-on, the earls of Flanders, 
Blois, Vaudemont, Aumale, were left on the field of 
battle. The kin.;s alfo of Bohemia and Majorca were 
fhin: The fate of the former was remarkable: He was 
blind from age; but being refolved to hazard his perfon, 
and fet an example to others, he ordered the reins of his 
bridle to be tied on each fide to the horfes of two gentle
men of his train; and his dead body, and thofe of his 
attendants, were afterwards found among the flain, witlr 
their horfes fianding by them in that fituation c. His 
crrft was three ofl:rich feathers; and his motto thefe Ger
man words, !eh dien, I ferve: Which the prince of Wales 
and his fucceffors adopted in memorial of this great vie~ 
tory. The action may feem no Jefs remarkable for the 
fmall lots fufiained by the Englilh than for the great 
!laughter of the French : There were killed in it Gnly 

b FroitT<trd, liv. i. chap 131. Knyghton, p. :z.s8S. 
fi ;·. i. chap. J 30. W ~lfingham, P• 166. 
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one efquire and three knights d' and very few of infcnQr C ~v~ P. 

rank; a demonfiration, that the prudent difpofition plan-~-.._~ 

ned by Edward, and the diforderly attack made by the 1 346• 

French, had rendered the whole rather a rout than a 
battle, which was indeed the common cafe with engage-

ments in thofe times. 
THE great prudence of Edward appeared not only 

in obtaining this memorable victory, but in the meafures 

which he purfued after it. Not elated by his prefent 
profperity, fo far as to expect the total conqueft of France, 

or even that of any confiderable provinces; he purpofed 

only to fecure fuch an eafy entrance into that kingdom, as 

might afterwards open the way to more moderate advan

tages. He knew the extreme diftance of Guienne : He 

had experienced the difficulty and uncertainty of pene

trating on the fide of the Low Countries, and had al

ready loft much of his authority over Flanders by the 

death of d' Arteville, who had been murdered by the po· 
pu1ace themfelves, his former partizans, on his attempt
ing to transfer the fovereignty of that province to the 
prince of Wales c. The king, therefore, limited his 

ambition to the conquefi of Calais; and after the inter

val of a few days, which he employed in interring the 
flain, he marched with his viB:orious army, and prefented 
himfc!f before the place. 

J on:N of Vienne, a valiant kl~ight of Burgundy, was 

governor of Calais, and being fupplied with every thing 

neceff.uy for defence, he encouraged the townfmen to 

perform to the utmoft their duty to their king and 
country. Edward therefore, fenfible from the begin
ning that it was in vain to attempt the place by force~ 

pnrpofed only to reduce it by famine: He chafe a fecure 

fiation for hi'3 camp; drew entrenchments around the 

whole city; raifcd huts for his foldiers, which he covered 

& Knyghton, r· Z588. c Froitfard, liv. i. thap. 116. 
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C H A P. with {haw or bro')m; and provided his army with all the 
XV. . • tr. '--v--- convemenc1es, neceuary to make them endure the winter 

~34-6. feafon, which was approaching. As the governor foon 

perceived his intention, he expelled all the ufelefs mouths; 

and the king had the generofity to allow thefe unhappy 

people to p;1fs through his camp, and he even fupplied 
them with money for their journey r. 

WHILE Edward was engaged in this fiege, which em..: 

ployed him near a twelvemonth, there paffed in different 

places many other events ; and all to the honour of the 
Englifu arms. 

THE retreat of the duke of Normandy from Guiennc; 

l!ft th€ earl of Derb-y mafter of the field ; and he was 

not negligent in making his advantage of the fuperiority • . 
He took Mirebeau by affault : He made himfelf mafter 

of Lufignan in the fame manner : Taillebourg and St. 

Jean d' A.ngeli fell into his hands : PoiCl:iers opened its 
gates to him; and Derby having thus broken into the 

frontiers on that quarter, carried his incurfions to the 

banks of the Loire, and filled all the fouthern provinces 

of France with horror and devafiation g. 

THE flames of war were at the fame time kindled in 
Britanny. Charles of Blois invaded that province with 

a confiderable army, and invefted the forttefs of Roche de 

Rien; but the countefs of Mountfort, reinforced by fome 

¥nglilh troops under Sir Thomas Dagworth, attacked 

him during the night in his entrenchments, difperfed his 

~rmy, and took Charles himfclf prifoner h, His wife, by 

whom h~ enjoyed his J>retenfions to Britanny, compelled 

by the p~efent neceffity, took on her the government of 

the pa1 ty, and proved hcufelf a rival in every ihape, and 

an antagonifi to the countefs of Mountfort, both in the 

field and in the cabinet. And while thefe heroic dames 

rrefcnted this extraordinary fcene to the world, another 

f FroifTw!, Iiv. i. chap. Jj3, 

chap. 143. Waliin&;ham, p. 168. 
g Jhid. chap. J l6. h )bid. 
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prince[s in England, of ftill higher rank, :lhowed herfelf C ~; P. 

no lefs capable of exerting every manly virtue. ~ 

THE Scotti!h nation, after long defending, with in- \T' 1346.h 
rvar Wit 

credible perfeverancc, their liberties againft the fuperior Scothnd. 

force of the Englilh, recalled their king, David Bruce, 

in I 342. Though that prince, neither by his age nor 

capacity, could bring them great affiftance, he gave them 

the countenance of fovcrcign authority; and as Edward's 

wars on the continent proved a great diverfion to the 

force of England, they rendered the balance more equal 

between the kingdoms. In every truce which Edward 

concluded with Philip, the king of Scotland was com

prehended : and when Edward made his laft invafion 

upon France, David was firongly folicited by his ally to 

begin allo hofiilities, and to invade the northern coun-

ties of England. The nobility of his nation being al-
ways forward in fuch incurfions, David fo.on muftered a 

great army, entered Northumberland at the head of above 

so,ooo men, and carried his ravages and devaftations to 

the gates of Durham i. But queen Philippa, affernbling 

a body of little more than 12,000 men k, which lhe en

trufted to the command of Lord Piercy, ventured to ap
proach him at Neville's Crofs near that city; and riding 

through the ranks of her army, exhorted every man to do 

his duty, and to take revenge on thefe barbarous ravagers 1. 

Nor could fhc be perfuaded to leave the field, till the ar- 17th oa. 
mies were on the point of engaging. The Scots have 

often been unfortunate in the great pitched battles which 

they fought with the Englilh; even though they com-

monly declined C eh engagements where the fuperiority of 

numbers was not on their fide: But never did they receive 

a more fatal blow than the prefent. They were broken 

and chaced olf the field : Fifteen thoufand of them, fom& 

i FroiffJrd , liv. I. chap. 137• 

1 Ibid. chap. J 38. 

Ff4 
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C H A P. hifiorians' fay twenty thoufand, were flain; among whom XV. 
'---v--'were Edward Keith, earl MarefchaJ, and Sir Thomas 

C 
1 ?~6 • Charteris, chancellor: And the king himfelf was taken aptlvtty of · 

the king of prifoner, with the earls of Southerland, Fife, Monteith, 
Scots, Carric, lord Douglas, and many other noblemen m. 

IH7· 
Calais 
taken, 

PHILIPPA, having fecured her royal prifoner i~ the 
Tower", croffed the fea at Dover; and Wai received i~ 
the Eng1ifu camp before Calais with all the triumph due 
to her rank, her merit, and her fuccefs. This age was 
the reign of chivalry and gallantry: Edward's court ex
celled in thefe accomplifuments as much as in policy and 
arms: And if any thing could jufi:ify the obfequious de
votion then profdfed to the fair fex, it muft be the ap-: 
pearance of fuch extraordinary women as lhone fortq 
during that period. · 

THE town of Calais had been defei'lded with remark
able vigilance, conftancy, and bravery by the townfmen, 
during a fiege of unufual length: But Philip, informe4 
of t~e ir difireffcd condition, determined at ]aft to attempt 
their relief; and he approached the Englilh with an im
rnenfe army, which the writers of that age make amount 
to 200,000 men. But he found Edward fo furrounded 
with moraffes, and fecured by entrenchments, that, 
without running on inevitable dcfiruction, he concluded 
it impoffible to make an attempt on the Englilh camp~ 
He had no other refource than to fend his rival a vain 
challenge to meet him in the open field; which being re
fufed, he was obliged to decamp with his army, and dif .. 
perfe them into their feveral provinces 0

• 

JoHN OF VIE~~~' governor of Calais, now faw th~ 
neceffity of furrendering his fortrefs, which was reducecJ 

' ·' 

m Froilfard, liv. I . chap . 139• 

• froilfard, !iv. x. chap. 144, IHt .. 
n Rymer, vol. v. p. 511• 
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to the ]afi: extremity, by famine and the fatigue of the C H A P. 

inhabitants. He appeared on the walls, and made a fig· ~ 
nal to the Englilh centinels that he clefired a parley. .J347· 

Sir Walter M.anny was fent to him by Edward. " Brave 
" knight," cried the governor, " I have been entrufied 
t;' by my fovereign with the CQ.mmand of this town : It 
" is almofi a year fince you befieged me; and I have 

" endeavoured, as well as thofe under me, to do our 
" duty. But you are acquainted with our prefent con-
~' clition: We have no hopes of relief; we are periihing 

~' with hunger; I am Willing therefore to furrender, and 
" defire, as the fole condition, to enfure the lives and 

" liberties of thefe brave men, who have fo long lhared 
" with me every danger and fatigue P." 

lVIAN NY replied, that he was well acquainted with the 
intentions of the king of England; that that prince was 
incenfed againfr the townfmen of Calais for their perti

nacious refifl:ance, and for the evils which they had made 
·him and his fubjeB:s fuffer; that he was determined to 

take exemplary ven~e:.1nce on them; and would not re
ceive +~e town on any condition which fuould confine 
him in the punifhment of thefe offenders. "Confider," 
replied Vienne, " that this is not the treatment to which 

" brave men are ~ntitled : If any Englilh knight had 
" been in my fituation, your king would have expected 
" the fame conduct from him. 'rhe inhabitants of Ca
" lais have done for their fovereign what merits the ef

" teem of every prince; much more of fo gallant a prince 
~' a~· l;:dward .. But I inform you, that, if we muft periih, 
" we. £hall not perilh unrevenged ; and that we are not 

" yet fo reduced, but we can fell our lives at a high price 
'' to the victors. It is the interefr of both fiues to pre

" vent thefe defperate extremities; and I expeCt, that 

p Froi!fard, li\'. J, char. 146. 

" you 
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C H: P. " you yourfelf, brave knight, will interpofe your good 
~ " offices with your prince in our behalf.'"' 

JH7• MANNY was ftruck with the jufinefs of thefe fenti-
ments, and reprefented to the king the danger of reprifals, 
if he fhould give fuch treatment to the inhabitants of 
Calais. Edward was at ]aft perfuaded to mitigate the 
rigour of the conditions demanded: He only infified, that 
:fix of the mofr confiderable citizens lhould be fent to him 
to be difpofed of as he thought proper; that they lhould 
come to his camp carrying the keys of the city in their 
hands, bareheaded and barefooted, with ropes about their 
necks: And on thefe conditions, he promifed to fpare the 
lives of all the remainder <I. 

WHEN this intelligence was conveyed to Calais, it 
ftruck the inhabitants with new con!l:ernation. To fa
crifice fix of their fellow-citizens to certain defirutl:ion, 
for fignalizing their valour in a common caufe, appeared 
to them even more fevere than that general punilhment, 
with which they were before threatened; and they found 
themfelves incapable of coming to any refolution in fo 
cruel ~nd difirefsful a fituation. At lafi one of the prin
cipal inhabitants called Euflace de St. Pierre, whofe name 
deferves to he recorded, fiepped forth, and declared him
felf willing to encounter death for the fafety of his friends 
and companions: Another, animated by his example, 
made a like generous offer: A third and a fourth pre
fented themfelves to the fame fate; and the whole number 
was foon completed. Thefe fix heroic burgefTes appeared 
before Edward in the gui{e of malefactors, ]aid at his feet 
the keys of their dty, and were ordered to be led to exe
cution. It is furprizing, that fo generous a prince lhould 
ever have entertained fuch a barbarous purpofe again!l: 
fuch men; and fiill more that he iliould ferioufly perfifl 

q Froiff.trd, liv, 1. chap. 146. 
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in the refolution of executing it*. But the entreaties C H A P .. 

of his queen faved his memory from that infamy~ She~ 
threw herfelf on her knees before him, and with tears in 1 347• 

her eyes begged the lives of thefe citizens. Having ob-

tained her requefr, fhe carried them into her tent, ordered 
a repafr to be fet before them, and after making them a 
prefent of money and clothes, difmiffed them in fafety r. 

THE king took poffeffion of Calais; and immediately 4th Augnll. 

executed an aCl: of rlgor, more j ufrifiable becaufe more 

neceffary, than that which he had before refolvcd on. 

He knew, that, notwithfranding his pretended title to the 

crown of France, every Frenchman regarded him as a 
mortal enemy : He therefore ordered all the inhabitants 
of Calais to evacuate the town, and he peopled it anew 

with Englifh ; a policy which probably preferved fo long 
to his fucce!fors the domiuion of that important fortrefs. 
He made it the fiaple of wool, leather, tin, and lead; the 

four chief, if not the foie con modities of the kingdom, 

for which there was any confiderable demand in foreign 

markets. All the Englifh were obliged to bring thither 

thefe goods: Foreign merchants came to the fame place 
in order to purchafe them : And at a period, when pofrs 
were not efi:ablilhed, and when the communication be-
tween fiates was fo imperfect, this in:fi:itution, though it 

hurt the navigation of Englznd, was probably of advan-

tage to the kingdom •. 

THROUGH the mediation of the pope's legates, Ed- 134s. 
ward concluded a truce with France; but even during 
this ceifation of arms, he had very nearly loft Calais, the 

foie fruit of all his boafl:ed victories, The king had 
entrufred that place to Aimery de Pavie, an Italian, 
who had difcovered bravery and conduCl: in the wars, 

• See note [H) at the end of the valurne. 

t Froiffard1 liv. J, chap. 1.1'16. 
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c H ~ P. but was utterly defiitute of every principle of honour ~and fidelity. This man agreed to deliver up Calais for 
J34S. the fum of 20,000 crowns; and Geoffrey de Charni, who 

command ·d the French forces in thofe quarters, and who 
knew, that, 1f e fucceedcd in this fervice, he fhould not 
be difavowed, venture:.., .vi hout confu ting is 11aflcr, to 
conclude the bargain wi h him. Edward , in ormed of 
this treachery, by means of Aimer/s fecretary, fummoned 
the governor to London on other pretences; and having 
charged him with the guilt, promifed him his life, but on 
condition that he would turn the contrivance to the de
ftrutl:ion of the enemy. The Italian eafily agreed to this 
double treachery. A day was appointed for the admiffion 
of the French; and Edward, having prepared a force of 
about a thoufand men, under Sir Waiter Manny, fe
~retly departed from London, carrying with him the 
prince of Wales ; and without being fufpetl:ed, arrived 
the evening before at Calais. He made a proper difpofi
tion for the reception of the enemy; and kept all his 
forces and the garrifon under arms. On the appearance 
of Charni, a chofen band of French foldiers was admitted 
at the poftern, and Aimery, receiving the fiipulated fum, 
promifed, that, with their affifl:ance, he would'immediately 
OP,en the g reat gate to the troops, who were waiting with 
impati nee for the fulfilling of hi s engagement. All ~he 

'349• French who entered were immediately /lain or taken pri-
Jft Jan. foners : . The great gate opened : Edward rufhed forth 

with cries of battle and of vitl:ory : ''I' he French, though 
a!tonifhcd at the event, behaved with valour: A fierce 
and bloody engagement enfued. As the morning broke, 
the king, who was not difringuilhed by his arms, and who 
fought as a private man under the fi andard of Sir Waiter 
Manny, remarked a French gentleman, callc;d Eufiace de 
Ribaumon t, who exer~C' d himfelf with fin gular vjgour and 
bravery; and he \Vas feized with a dcfire of trying ~"\ fingle 
combat with him. He H:cppcd forth from his troop, and 
. · challenging 
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challenging Ribaumont by name, (for he was known to C H A P. 

him) began a fuarp and dangerous encounter. He was~ 
twice beaten to the ground by the valour of the French- 1349• 

man: He twice recovered himfelf: Blows were redoubled 
with equal force on both fides : The viCl:ory was long un-
decided : Till Ribaumont, perceiving himfelf to he left 
almofi: alone, called out to his antagonifi, Sir knighi, I 
yield myfelf your prijoner; and at the fame time delivered 
his fword to the king. Mofr of the Fren<rh, being over-
powered by numbers, and intercepted in their retreat, loft 
either their lives or their liberty'. 

THE French officers, who had fallen into the hands of 
the Englifh, were conduCl:ed into Calais; where Edward 
difcovered to them the antagonift with whom they had 
had the honour to be engaged, and treated them with 
great regard and courtefy. They were admitted to fup 
with the prince of \Vales, and the Englifu nobility; and . 
after fupper, the king himfelf came into the apartment, 
and went about, converfing familiarly with one or other 
of his prifoners. He even addreffed him(elf to Charni, 
and avoided reproaching him, in too fevcre terms, with 
the treacherous attempt, which he had made upon Calais 
during the truce: But he openly befiowed the highei1: en
comiums on Ribaumont; called him the rnofi valorous 
knight that he had ever been acquainted with; and con
feffed, that he himfelf had at no time been in fo great 
danger as when engaged in combat with him. He then 
took a firing of pearls, which he wore about his own 
head, and throwing it over the head of Ribaumont, he 
faid to him, " Sir Eufi:ace, I befiow this prefent upon 
" you, as a tefrimony of my efreem for your bravery: 
" And I defire you to wear it a year for my fake: I 
" know you to be gay and amorous; and to take delight 
' in the company of ladies and damfeli : Let them all 

" know 
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e H V'A. P. cc know from what h'and you had the prefent! You are 
~ '' .na longer a prifoner; I .acquit you of your ranfom; 

~J4g. · " and you are at liberty to-morrow to difpofe of your
" felf as you think proper., 

NoTHING proves more evidently the vaft fuperiority 
affumed by the nobility and gentry above all the other 
orders of men during thofe ages, than the extreme dif
ference which Edward made in his treatment of the(e 
French knights, and that of the fix citizens of Calais, 
who had exerted more fignal bravery in a caufe more juf
tifiable and more honourable. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

E D \V A R D III. 

~:flitutio1z of the garter - State of France-

Batttle of Poiftiers- Captivity of the king of 

Prance--State of that kingdom--Invajion of 
Prance-Peace if Bretigni___,.State of France 

- Expedition into Caflile -- Rupture with 

France--lllfuccefs of the Englijh--Death of 

the prince of Wales--Death--and character 

of the king-~Mifcellaneous tranfactions in this 

reign. 

T HE prudent condua and great fuccefs of Edward c H A P. 

in his foreign wars had excited a fl:rong emulation XVI. 

and a military genius among the Englifh nobility; and~ 
thefe turbulent barons, over-awed by the crown, gave 

11ow a more ufeful direCl:ion to their ambition, and at-
tached themfelves to a prince who led them to the acqui-

fition of riches and of glory. That he might farther Inftitutien 

Promote the Cpirit of emulation and obedience, the king of thegar-
. ter. 

inflituted the order of the garter, in imitation of fome 

<Jrdcrs of a like nature, religious as well as military, 
which had been eflabliihed in different parts of Europe. 

The number received into this order confifled of twenty

f.ve perfons, befides the fovereign; and as it has never 

be(;n enlarged, this badge of diflinCl:ion continues as ho

rourable as at its firfl infritution, and is fiill a valuable, 
tbough a cheap, prcfcnt, which the prince can confer on 

llis greatefr fubjech. A vulgar frory prevails, but is not 

fupported by any ancient authority, that, at a co~r -
8 b, 11, 
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c ~v\.P. ball, Edw·ard's mifirefs, commonly fuppofed to be tHe 
~ countefs of Salitbury, dropped her garter; and the king, 

1 l49• taking it up, obferved fome of the courticrs to fmile, as if 
tl~y thought that he had not obtained this favour merely 
by accide.nt: Upon which he called out, Honi Joit qui 
mal y penfe, E vil to him that evil thinks; and as every 
incident of gallantry among thofe ancient warriors was 
magnifi.=d .into a matter of great importance*, he infii
tuted the order of the garter in memorial of this event, 
and gave thefe words as the motto of the order. This 
or}gin, though frivolous, is not unfuitable the manners 
of the times ; and it is indeed difficult by any other 
means to account, either for the feemingly unmeaning 
terms of the motto, or for the peculiar badge of the gar
ter, which feems to have no reference to any purpofe 
·either of military ufe or ornament. · 

BuT a fudden damp was thrown over this fefiivity and 
triumph of the court of England, by a deflructive pefii
lence, which invaded that kingdom as well as the refi of 
Europe; and is computed to have fwept away near a 
third of the inhabitants in every country; which it at-
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DuRING this truce, Philip de Valois died, without C H A P. 

being able to re-efiabli.fh the affairs of France, which his~ 
bad fuccefs againft England had thrown into extreme 135o. 

diforder. This monarch, during the firft years of his 
reign, had obtained the appellation of Fortunate, and ac-
quired the charaCter of prudent; but he ill maintained 
either the one or the other; lefs from his own fault, thatt 
becaufe he was overmatched by t~e fuperior fortune and 
fuperior genius of Edward. But the incidents in the 
reign of his fon John, gave the French nation caufe to 
regret even the calamitous times of hi~ predecefror. John 
was diftinguilhed by many virtues, particularly a fcrupu-
lous honour and fidelity : He was not deficient in per-
fonal courage: But as he wanted that mafterly prudence 
and forefight, which his di$cult fituation required, his 
kingdom wai at the fame time difiurbed by inteftine 
commotions, ~nd oppreffed with foreign wars. The chief t354· 
r f . 1 . . Ch 1 k' f N State of 
.~ource o 1ts ea am1t1es, was ar es mg o avarre, France. 

who received the epithet of the bad or u:icked, and whofe 
condutl: fully entitled him to that appellation. This prince 

was defcended from males of the blood royal of France; 

his mother was daughter of Lewis Hutin; he had him· 

felf efpoufed a daughter of king John: But all thefe ties? 

which ought to have connetled him with the throne, gave 
him only greater power to fhake and overthrow it. With 
regard to his perfonal qualities, he was courteous, affable, 

engaging, eloquent; full of infinuation and addrefs; in
exhauftible in his refources; active and enterprifing. But 
thefe fplendid accomplifhments were attended with fuch 
defetl:s, as rendered them pernicious to his country, 
:1nd even ruinous to him(elf: He was volatile, incon
fi:ant, faithlefs, revengeful, malicious: Refirained by no 
principle or duty: Infatia~le in his pretenfions: And 
whether fuccefiful or unfortunate in one enterprize, 
he immediately undertook another, in which he was never 

VoL. II. G g deterred 
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c H A F ·deterred from employing the mofi criminal and mofi di(.-XVI. . \..--,..--'honourable expedients. 

1 354· 'I' HE cohfiablc of Eu, who had been taken prifoner by 
Edward at Caen, recovered his liberty, on the promife of 
delivering as his ranfom, the town of Guifnes, near Ca
lais, of which he was fLiperior lord: But as John was 
offended at this fiipula1ion, which, if fulfilled, opened 
ftill farther that frontier to the enemy, and as he fufpeCl:ed 
the con:fl:able of more dangerous connexions with the 
king of England, he ordered him to be feized, and with
out any legal or formal trial, put him to death in prifon. 
·Charles de la Cerda was appointed confiable in his place; 
and had a like fatal end: The king of N:1varre ordered 
him to be affaffinated; a:-td fuch was the weaknefs of the 
crown, that this prince, infiead of dreading puni!hment, 
would not even agree to afk pardon for his offence, 
but on condition that he !hould receive an acceffion of 
territory: And he had alfo John's fecond fon put into 
his hands, as a fecurity for his perfon, when he came to 
court, and performed thi> act of mock penitence and hu
miliation before his fovereign u. 

1355· THE two French pri:1ces feemed entirely reconciled; 
but this diffimulation, to which John fubmitted from ne
ceffity, and Charles from habit, did not long continue; 
and the king of N avarre knew, that he had reafon to ap
prehend the mofi fevere vengeance for the many crimes 

- and treafons, which he had already committed, and the 
·flill greater, which he w::s meditating. To enfure him
felf of protection, he entered into a fecret correfpondence 
with England, by means of Henry earl of Derby, now 
.earl of Lancafier, who at that time was employed in fruit
lefs negociations for peace at Avignon, under the media~ 
tion of the pope. John deteCted this correfpondence ~ 

' Froilfard, Hv. J, chap. •44• 
~nd 
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!nd to prevent the dangerous effeCl:s of it, he fent forces c H A P. 

into Normandy, the chief feat cf the kin~ of Navarre's ~~ 
power, and attacked his cafrles a1d fortrefics. But hea r- 1355· 

ing that Edward had prepared an army to fupport his all y, 
he had the weaknefs to propofe an accommodation with 

Charles, and even to give this t•aitcrous fubjeCl: the fum 

of a hundred thoufand crowns, as the purchafe of a 

. feigned reconcilement, which :endcred him frill more 

dangerous. 'fhe king of N avarn, infolcnt from pafi: im

punity, and defperate from the dangers which he appre

hended, continued his intrigue:;; · and affociating him

felf with Geo.ffrey d'Harcourt, who had received his pardon 

from Philip de Valois, but perfcvered frill in his factious 

difpofition, he encreafed the nUinber of his partizans in 

every part of the kingdom. He even feduced by his ad

clrefs, Charles, the king ofF ranee's eldefi fon, a youth of 

feventecn years of age, who was the firfi that bore the ap

pellation of Dauphin, by the re-union of the province Gf 
Dauphiny to the crown. But this prince, being maJe 

fcnfible of the -danger and folly of thefe conncxions, pro

mifed to make atonement for the ofFence by the facrificc 

of his affociates; and in concert with his father, he in

vited the king of N avarre, ano other noblemen of the 

party, to a feaft at Roucn, where they were betrayed into 

the hands of John. Some of :he mofi: obnoxious were 

immediately led to execution; 1hc king of Navarre was 

thrown into prifon w: But this {lroke of feverity in the 

king, and of treachery in the Dauphin, was far from 

proving decifive in maintaining the royal authoritY.· Phi

lip of N avarre, brother to Charles, and G eofrroy d'Har~ 
co~;~rt, put all the towns and cafllcs belonging to that 

prince in a pofiure of defence; and ha~..l immeJiatc re

Courfe to the proteCtion of England in this defperate ex-

tremity. 

Yf froilTard
1 

li''• i. chap. 146. Ave!bury1 p.ZH• 

G g ~ 
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c H A P. THE truce between the two kingdoms, which had alxvr. 
~ways been ill obferved on both fides, was now expired ; 

1 3S ;. and Edward was entirely free to fupport the French mal
contents. Well pleafed, that the fattions in France had at 
length gained him fome partizans in that kingdom, which 
his pretenfions to the crown had never been able to ac
compliih, he purpofed to attack his enemy both on the 
fide of Guienne, under the command of the prince of 
vVales, and on that of Calais, in his own perfon. 

You G Edward arrived in the Garronne with his ar
my, on board a £eet of three hundred fail, attended by the 
earls of 'Varwic, Saliibury, Oxford, Suffolk, and other 
Englifh noblemen. Being joined by the va£rals of Gaf. 
cony, he took the field; and as the prefent diforders in 
France prevented every proper plan of defence, he carried 
on witl1 impunity his ravages and devaftations, according 
to the mode of war in that age. He reduced all the vil
lages and feveral towns in Languedoc to allies : He pre
fented himfelf before Touloufe; paired the Garronne, 
and burned the fuburbs ofCarca£ronne; advanced even to 
N arbonne, laying every place wafle around him: And 
after an incurfion of fix weeks, returned with a vaft booty 
and many prifoners to Guienne, where he took up hii 
winter-quarters x. The conftable of Bourbon, who com
manded in thofe provinces, received orders, though at the 
head of a fuperior army, on no account to run the hazard 
of a battle. 

THE king of England's incudion from Calais was of 
the fame nature, and attended with the fame iffue. He 
broke into France at the head of a numerous army; to 
which he gave a full licence of plundering and ravaging 
the open country. He advanced to St. Omer, where the 
king of France was pofi:ed; and on the retreat of that 

:a Froiffard, liv, I. chap. 144• 146. 

9 prince, 
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prince, followed him to Hefdin Y. John frill kept at a C H A P. 

difbnce, and declined an engagement: .But in order to~ 
fave his reputation, he fent Edward a challenge to fight a I355· 

pitched battle with him; a ufua] bravadoe in that age, de-
rived from the practice of fingle comb:lt, and ridiculous 

in the art of war. The king, finding no fincerity in this 

defiance, retired to Calais, and thence went over to Eng-
land, in order to defend that kingdom againft a threatened 

invafion of the Scots. 
THE Scots, taking advantage of the king's abfence, 

and that of the military power of England, had furprizcd 
Berwic; and had colleCl:ed an army with a view of com
mitting ravages upon the northern provinces: But on the 
approach of Edward, they abandoned that place, which 

was not tenable, while the cafile was in the hands of the 
EnglHh; and retiring to their mountains, gave the ene

my full liberty ofburning and dcftroying the whole coun
try fromBerwic to Edinburgh z. Baliol attended Edward 
on this expedition; but finding, that his confrant adhe
rence to the Engli{h had given his countrymen an uncon

querable averfwn to his title, and that he himfelf was· 
declining through age and infirmities, he finally refigned 
into the king's hands his pretenfions to the crov1'n of 

Scotland 1 ' a.nd received in lieu of them an annual penfion 
of 2000 pounds, with which he paffcd the remainder of 

his life in privacy and retirement. 
DuRING thefe military operations, EJward received in

formation of the encreafing diforder~ in France, :u·ifing 

from the imprifonment of the king of Navarre; al1d he 

tent Lancafter at the head of a fmall army, to fupport the 

partizans of that prince in Normandy. The war was 

conduclcd with ~arious fuccefs; but chiefly to the difad

vantage of the French mal ofitents; till an important 

Y Froiffard, liv. r. chap. 144• Avefbury, p. zo6. Walfing. p. 171 . 

z Walling. p. 171• a Rymer, Yol. v. P• Sz3. Ypcd. Neuil. 

Gg3 C\'Cll 
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C H A P. event happened in the other quarter of the kingdom, XVI. 
'--v--' which had well nigh proved fatal to the monarchy of 

1355· France, and threw every thing into the utmofr confufion • 

. 1356. THE pr~nce of \Vales, encouraged by the fuccefs of the 
/ preceding campaign, took the field with an army, which 

no hifl-orian makes amount to above I 2,000 men, and of 
which not a third were Englilh; and with this fmall body, 
he ventured to penetrate into the heart of France. After 
ravaging the Agenois, Q:1ercy, and the Limoufin, he en
tered the province of Berry; and made fome attacks, 
though '''ithout fuccefs, on the towns of Bourges and 
I!foudun: It appeared, that his intentions were to march 
jnto Normandy, and to join his forces with . thofe of the 
earl of LancaHer, and the partizans of the king of N a
varrc; but finding all the bridges on the Loire broken 
down, and every pafs carefully guarded, he was obliged 
to think of making his retreat into Guienne b. He found 
this refolution the more necdfary, from the intelligence 
which he received of the king of .France's motions. That 
monarch, provoked at the infult offered him by this in
curfion, and entertaining hopes of fuq::efs from the young 
prince's temerity, collected a great army of above 6o,ooo 
men, and a,dvanced by hafry m·arches to intercept his 
enemy. The prince, not aware of John's near approach~ 
loft fome days, on his retreat, before the cafile of Remo
rantin c; and thereby gave the French an opportunity of 

Battle of overtaking him. They came within fight at Maupertuis. 
foiaiers. near Poitliers; and Edward, fenfible that his retreat was 

now become impracticable, prepared for battle with all 
the courage of a young hero, and with all the prudence 
of the ol<.lefr and mofr experienced commander. 

BuT the utmo:fl: prudence and courage would have 
pr~wep infufficient to fave him in this extremity, had the 

n Walfiag. P• 1.71• 

J'• lJI, 
' Froi!fard1 liv, 1. chap. 158. Walfing, 

king 
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king of France known how to make ufe of his prefentC H A P. 

d H
. r. • • . b XVI. 

a vantages. Is great 1upenonty m nu m ers enabled "--v---' 
him to furround the enemy; and by intercepting all pro- 1 3s6. 

vifions, which were already become fcarce in the Englilh 
camp, to reduce this fmall army, without a blow, to the_ 
neceffity of furrendering at difcretion. But fuch was the 

impatient ardour of the French nobility, and fo much had 

their thoughts been bent on overtaking the Engliili as 
their foie object, that this idea never frruck any of the 
commanders ; and they immediately took meafurcs for the 
affault, as for a certain victory. While the French army 

was drawn up in order of battle, they were !topped by the 

appearance of the cardinal of Perigord ; who having 
learned the approach of the two armies to each other, 
had hafi:ened, by interpofing his good offices, to prevent 

any farther effufion of Chri!l:ian blood. By John's per-
million, he carried propofals to the prince of Wales; 

and found him fo fenlible of the bad po!l:ure of his affairs, 

that an accommodation feemed not impracticable: Ed-
ward told him, that he would agree to any terms coo-

fi!l:ent with his own honour and that of England; and he 
offered to purchafe a retreat by ceding all the con-

quefi:s, which he had made during this and the former 

campaign, and by fi:ipulating not to ferve againfr France·; 
during the courfe of [even years. But John, imagining 
that he had now got into his hands a fufficient pledge for 

the reflitution of Calais, required that Edward fuoutd · 
furrender himfelf prifoner with a hundred of his attend-

ants; and offered on thefe terms a fafe ret~eat to the 
Engli£h army. The prit ce rejected the propofal with 

difdain; and declared, that, whatever fortune might at- -
tend him, England fu·ould never be obliged to pay the 
price of his raniom. This r.eiolute anfwer cut off all 
hopes of accommodation; ·but as the day was already 

G g . 4 fpent 
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c H A P.fpent in negociating, the battle was delayed till the next XVI. • 
~.....--JffiOrUtng d, 

1356. THE cardinal of Perigord, as did all the prelates of t~e 
court of Rome, bore a great attachment to the French in .. 
!erefi:; but the moft determined enemy could not, by any 
expedient, have done a greater prejudice to John'-s affairs, 

1gth Sept~ than he did them by this delay. 'I'he prince of Wales 
had leifur~, during the night, to frrengthen, by new in
~renchments, the pofi: which he had before fo judicioufiy 
~hofen ; and he contrived an ambulh of 300 men at arms, . 
and as many archers, whom he put under the command 
9f the Captal de ~uche, and ordered to make a circuit, 
that they might fall on the flank or rear of the French 
army during the engagement. The van of his army was 
commanded by tlre earl of W arwic, the rear by the earls 
of Sali!bury and Suffolk, the main body by the prince 
himfelf. The lords Chandos, Audeley, and many other 
brave and experienced commanders, were at the head of 
~ifferent corps of his army. 

JoHN a1fo arianged his forces in three divifions, nearly 
equal : The firft was commanded by the duke of Orleans~ 
the king's brother ; the fecond by the Dauphin attended 
by his two younger brothers ; the third by the king him
f~lf, who had by his fide Phi1ip, his fourth fon and fa
vourite, thep. about fourteen years of age. There was 
no reaching the Englifh army but through a narrow lane, 
covered on each fide by hedges ; and in order to open ~his 
paffage, the ~arefchals, Andrehen and Clermont, wer~ 
ordered to advance with a feparate detachment of men at 
arms. While they marched along the lane, a body of 
Engliih archers, who lined the hedges, plyecl them on 
each fide with their arrows ; and b-eing very near them, 
yet placed in perfeCl: fafety, they coolly took their aim 
~gainfr the enemy, and flaughtered th~m with impunity. 

d froiifard1 liv, l• ~hap, J~l• 

Th~ 
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The French detachment, much difcouraged by the up- c H A P. 

1 b d d. . "11.. d . h . b XVI. 
equa corn at, an 1mm1me m t e1r num er, arrived ~t~ 
the end of the lane, where they met on the open ground •is~· 
the prince of Wales himfelf, at the head of a chofen body, 
ready for their reception. They were difcomfited and 
overthrown: One of the marefchals was £lain ; the other 
taken prifoner: And the remainder of the detachment» 
who were ftill in the lane, and expofed to the fuot of the 

enemy, without being able to make refifi:ance, recoiled 

~pon their own army, and put every thing into diforder e. 

In that critical moment, the Captal de Buche unexpea-
edly appeared, and attacked in flank the Dauphin's line, 
which fell into fome confufion. . Landas, Bodenai, and 
St. Venant, to whom the care of that young prince and. 
his brothers had been committed, too anxious for their 
charge or for their own fafety, carried them off the field, 
and fet the example of flight, which was followed by 
that whole divifion. The duke of Orleans, feized with 
a like panic, and imagining all was loft, thought no 

longer of fighting, but carried off his divifion by a re ... 
treat, which foon turned into a flight. Lord Chandos 

called ~ut to the prince, that the day was won; and 

encouraged him to attack the divifion, under king John, 
whi<:h, though more numerous than the whole Eng• 
lifh army, were fomewhat difmayed with the precipi-

tate flight of their companions. John here rn<ide the 
ptmoft efforts to retrieve by his valout, what his impru-
dence had betrayed ; and the only refifiante tnade that day 
was by his line of battle. The prince of Wales fell with 
impetuofity on fome German cavalry placed in the front, 
and commanded by the counts of Sallebruche, N ydo, and 
Nofi:o: A fierce battle enfued: One fide were encou-
raged by the near pr~fpetl: of fo great a viCtory: The other 

ere ftimulated by the Thame of quitting the field to an 

enemy 
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c H A P. enemy fo much inferior: But the three German generals,· XVI. 
~together with the duke of Athens, confiab]e of France, 

1356. falling in battle, that body of cavalry gave way, and left 
the king himfelf expofed to the whole fury of the enemy. 
The ranks were every moment thinned around him : The 
nobles fell by his fide, one after another: His fan, fcarce 
fourteen years of age, received a wound, while he was 
fighting valiantly in defence of his father: The king· 
himfelf, fpent with fatigue, and overwhelmed by num
bers, might eafily have been flain; but every Englifh 
gentleman, ambitious of taking alive the royal prifoner, 
:fpared him in the aB:ion, exhorted him to furrender, 
and offered him quarter: Several who attempted to 
feize him, fuffered for their temerity. He fl:ill cried out, 
J17bere is my coufln, the prince of Wales? and feemed un
willing to become prifoner to any perfon of inferior rank. 

rrpti~ity of But being told, that the prince was at a diftance on the 
~:n~~~g of field, he threw down his gauntlet, and yielded himfelf to 

Dennis de Morbec, a knight of Arras, who had been 
obliged to By his cotmtry for murder. His fon was taken 
with him r, 

THE prince of vVales, who had been carried away in 
purfuit of the flying enemy, finding the field entirely 
clear, had ordered a tent to be pitched, and was repofing 
bimfelf after the toils of battle ; enquiring fiill with great 
anxiety concerning the fate of the French monarch. He 
difpatched the e~rl of W arwic to bring him intelligence;· 
ancl that nobleman came happily in time to fave the life 
of the captive prince, which was expofed to greater dan
ger than it had been during the heat of action. The 
Englilh had taken him by violenc:e from Morbec : The. 
Gafcons claimed the honour of detaining the royal 
prifoner: And fome brutal foldiers, rather than yield the 
prize to their rivals, had threatened to put him to death g~ 

f Rymer, vol. vi. P• 7"· 154• Froiifard, liv. ~·~bap. 164. 
; Fwtl"1td1 liv, 1. chap: 164. 
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Wanvic overawed both parties, and approaching the C H A P. 

king with great demonfirations of refpetl:, olfered to con-~ 
duet him to the prince's tent. I35Q• 

HERE commences the real and truly admirable heroifm 
of Edward: For vitl:ories are vulgar things in comparifon 

of that moderation and humanity difplayed by a young 
prince of twenty-feven years of age, not yet cooled from 
the fury of battle, and elated by as extraordinary and as 

unexpeB:ed fuccefs as had ever crowned the arms of any 
commander. He came forth to meet the captive king with 

all the marks of regard and fympathy; adminifiered com

fort to him amidfi his misfortunes ; paid him the tribute 
of praife due to his valour; and afcribed his own viB:ory 
merely to the blind chance of war or to a fuperior provi.,. 
dence, which controuls all the efforts of human force and 
prudence h. The behaviour of John lhowed him not un .. 
worthy of this courteous treatment: flis prefent abject 

fortune never made him forget a moment that he was a 
king: More touched by Edward's generofity than by his 
own calamities, he confeffed, that, notwithfianding his 
defeat and captivity, his honour was frill unimpaired; and 
that, if he yielded the viCtory, it was at leafi gained by a 
prince of fuch confummate valour and humanity. 

Enw ARD ordered a repafi to be prepared in his tent 

for the prifoner; and he himfelf ferved at the royal cap
tive's table, as if he had been one of his retinue: He 
fl:ood at the king's back during the meal; confiantly re
fufed to take 'l place at table ; and declared, that, being 

a fubject, he was too well acquainted with the difiance 
between his own ran}<:, and that of royal majefiy, to 

affume fuch freedom. All his father's pretenfions to the 
crown of France were now buried in oblivion: John 

in captivity received the honours of a king, which were 
refufcd him when feated on the throne: His misfortunes~ 
pot his title, were refpected; and the French prifoners, 

h PQul, Cemil. P• I~?· 
conquered 
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,:: H A P. conquered by this elevation of mind, more than by their 
.~late difcomfiture, bur.fi: into tears of admiration ; which 

l3S7• were only checked by the reflettion, that fuch genuine 
and unaltered heroifm in an enemy mull: certainly in 
the Hfue prove but the more dangerous to their native 
country i. 

ALt the Englifu and Gafcon knights imitated the ge
nerous example fet them by their prince. The captives 
were every where treated with humanity, and were foon 
~fter difmiffed on paying moderate ranfoms to the perfons 
into whofe hands they had fallen. The extent of their 
fortunes was confidered; and an attention was given, that 
they 1hould frill have fuflicient means left to perform their 
military fervice in a manner fuitable to their rank and 
quality. Yet fo numerous were the noble prifonen, 
that thefe ranfoms, added to the fpoils, gained in the 
field, were fufficient to enrich the princes army; and as 
they had fuffered very little in the aCl:ion, their joy and 
exultation was complete. 

THE prince of \Vales conduCl:ed his prifoner to Bour .. 
deaux ; and not being provided with fotces fo numerou~ 
as might enable him to pufh his prefent advantages, he 
concluded a two years' truce with France ~c, which was 
alfo become requifite, that he might conduCt: the captive 
king with fafety into England. He landed at South
wark, and was met by a great concourfe of people, of all 

~+th May. ranks and £htions. The prifoner was clad in royal ap
parel, and mounted on a white fi:eed, diftinguilhcd by its 
fize and beauty, and by the richnefs of its furniture. 
The ~C?nqueror rode by his fide in a meaner attire, and 
carri.ed by a black palfry. In this fituation, more glori
ous t~an all the infolent parade of a Roman triumph, 
be paffed through ~he fl:reets of London, and prefen teJ 
the king of France to his father, who advanced to meet:' 

i froi1TJ~d 1 liv. 1. chap. 1~3. k Rymcr~ vol, vi, p. l• 

him, 
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him, and received him with the fame courtefy, as if he had c H A P. 

beeu a neighbouring potentate, that had voluntarily come~ 
to pay him a friendly vifit 1• It is impoffible, in re- •357• 

fleB:ing on this noble conduCl:, not to perceive the advan-
tages, which rcfulted from the otherwife whimfical prin ... 
ciples of chivalry, and which gave men, in thofe rude 
times, fome fuperiority even over people of a more culti-
vated age and nation. 

THE king of France, befides the generous treatment 
which he met with in England, had the melancholy con
folation of the wretched, to fee companions in affiiCl:ion. 
The king of Scots had been eleven years a captive in 
Edward's hands; and the good fortune of this latter 
monarch had reduced at once the two neighbouring po
tentates, with whom he was engaged in war, to be pri
foneri in his capital. But Edward, finding that the con
quell of Scotland was nowife advanced by the captivity 
of its fovereign, and that the government, conduCl:ed by 
Robert Stuart, his nephew and heir, was frill able to de
fend itfelf, confented to reflore David Bruce to his liberty, 
for the ranfom of IOO,OQO marks fterli .. 1g; and that prince 
delivered the fons of all his principal nobility, as hoftages 
for the payment m. 

MEANWHILE, the captivity of John, joined to the 
5 

1 35g• 
tate of 

preceding dtforders of the French government, had pro- France. 

duced in that country, a diffolution, almofr total, of civil 
authority, and had occafioned confufions, the mofr hor-
rible and defiruCl:ive that had ever been experienced in any 
age or in any nation. The dauphin, now about eighteen 
years of age, naturally affumed the royal power during 
his father's captivity; but though endowed with an ex
cellent capacity, even in fuch early years, he poffe1Ted 
neither expenence nor authority fufficient to defend a 

1 Froiffard; liv. i. chap. '73• m Rymer, vul, vi. p. ,.5, 46, 52.. 
56. Froiffard, liv, i, chap. 174• Wal.fir.g. P• 173• 

:ftate, 
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c H A P. fl:ate, affailed at once by foreign power and lhaken by iri

~ tefline fatl:ion. In order to obtain fupply, he affembled 

lJ)8. the Rates of the kingdom: That affembly, inflead of fup

porting his adminifl:ration, were themfelves feized with 

the fpirit of confu!ion; and laid hold of the prefent op

portunity to demand limitations of the prince's power, the 

puni!hment of pafl: malverfations, and the liberty of the 
king of Navarre. MarceJ, provofl: of the merchants, and 

firfl: magifhate of Paris, put himfelf at the head of the un

ruly populace ; and from the violence and temerity of his 

charaCter, pu!hed them to commit the mofl: criminal out

rages againfl: the royal authority. They detained the dau

phin in a fort of captivity ; they murdered in his prefence 

Robert de Ciermont and John de Con.Rans, m refchal:s, the 

one of Normandy, the other of Burgundy; they threatened 

all the other minifl:ers with a like fate; and when Charles, 

who was obliged to temporize and diffemble, made his 

efcape from their hands~ they levied war againfl: him, and 

openly eretl:ed the ftandard of rebellion. The other cities 

of the kingdom, in imitation of the capital, iliook off the 

dauphin's authority; took the government into their own 

hands ; and fpread the diforder into every province . . The 

nobles, whofe inclinations led them to adhere to the 

crown, and were naturally difpofcd to check thefe tu

mults, had lofl: all their influence; and being reproached 

with cowardice on account of the bafe defertion of their 

foyereign in the battle of Poitl:iers, were treated with 

univerfal contempt by the inferior orders. The troops, 

who, from the deficiency of pay, were no ionger retained 

in difcipline, threw off all regard to their officers, fought 

the means of fubfifl:ance by plunder and robbery, and 

affociating to them all the diforderly people, with whom 

that age abounded, formed numerous bands, which in

fefted all parts of the kingdom. They defolated the 

open country; burned and plundered the villages; 

~nd by cutting off all means of comrnunication or fub-
fiftancc, 
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iiflance, reduced even the inhabitants of the walled c H A r. 
XVI towns to the m oft extreme neceffity. The peafants, for-~ 

merly oppreffed, and now left unproteCted, by their Jl)S-. 
m afters, became defperate from their prefent mifery; and 
rifing every where in arms, carried to the laft extremity 
thofc diforders, which were derived from the [edition of 
the citizens and di!banded foldiers n. The gentry, hated 
for their tyranny, were every where expofed to the vio-
lence of popular rage; and infl:ead of meeting with the 
regard due to their paft dignity, became only, on that 
account, the objea of more wanton infult to the muti-
-nous peafants. They were hunted like wild beafis, and 
put to the fword without mercy: Their cafiles were con· 
fumed with fire, and levelled to the ground: Their wivea 
and daughters were firft ravi!hed, then murdered: The 
favages proceeded fo far as to impale fome g ntlemen, ~nd 
roafr them alive before a flow fire: A body of nine thou-
fand of them broke into Meaux, where the wife of the 
dauphin with above 300 ladies had taken lhclter: The 
mofr brutal treatment and mofr atrocious cruelty were 
juftly dreaded hy this helpicfs company: But the Captal 
de Buche, though in the fervice of Edward, yet moved 
by generofity and by the gallantry of a true knight, flew· 
to their rcfcue, and beat off the peafants with great 
flaughter. In other civil wars, the oppofite faClions, 
falling under the government of their feveral leaders, 
commonly preferve frill the ve.fiige of fome rule and order: 
But here the wild fiate of nature feemcd to be renewed : 
Every man was thrown loofe and ind~pendant of his fel
lows: And the populoufnefs of the country, derived from 
the preceding police of civil fociety, fervcd only to en .. 
crea[e the horror and confufion of the fcene. 

AMIDST thefe diCordcrs, the king of N avarre made his 
.efcape from prifon, and prefented a dangerous leader to 

n Froiffacd1 liv, i, chap. 1Sz} IS3, 184. 
I 

th'e 
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C ~v~. P. the furious malcontents 0
• But the fpiendid talents of this 

"---v--' prince qualified him only to do mifchief, and to encreafe 

lJSS• the public diftraCl:ions: He wanted the fteadinefs and pru· 

dence requifite for making his intrigues fubfervient to his 

ambition, and forming his numerous partizans into a re

gular faCi:ion. He revived his pretenfions, fomewhat ob

folete, to the crown of France: But while he advanced 

this claim, he relied entirely on his alliance with the 

Englifu, who were concerned in interefl: to difappoint his 

pretenfions, and who, being public and inveterate ene

mies to the ftate, ferved only, by the friendiliip which 

they feemingly bore him, to render his caufe the more 

odious. And in all his operations, he aB:ed more like 

a leader of banditti, than one who afpired to be the head 

of a regular government, and who was engaged by his 

fiation to endeavour the re-eftabli£hment of order in the 

community. 

THE eyes, therefore, of all the French, who wilhed 

to reftore peace to their miferable and defolated country, 

were turned towards the dauphin; and that young prince, 

though not remarkable for his military talents, poffell"ed 

fo much prudence and fpirit, that he daily gained the 

afcendant over all his enemies. Marcel, the feditious 

provoft of Paris, was flain, while he was attempting to 

deliver the city to the king of Navarre and the Engliili; 

and the capital immediately returned to its duty P. The 

mofl: confiderable bodies of the mutinous peafants were 

difperfed, and put to the fword : Some bands of military 

robbers underwent the fame fate: And though many 

grievous diforders frill remained, France began gradually 

to affume the face of a regular civil government, and to 

form fome plan for its defence and fecurity. 

DuRING the confufion in the dauphin's affairs, Ed

ward feeme8 to have a favourable opportunity for puiliing 

o Froi.lfard, liv, i. chap. JSJ. 

his 
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his conquefis: But befidcs that his hands were tied by C H A 1'. 
. XVJ 

the truce, and he could only affifi: underhand the facrion ..-....~ 

of Navarre; the ftate of the Englifh finances and mili- IJsS. 

tary power, during thofe ages, rendered the kingdom in-

capable of making any regular or fteady effort, and ob-

liged it to exert its force at very diftant intervals, by 

which all the projecred ends were commonly difappoint-

ed, Edward employed himfelf, during a conjunCture fo 

inviting, chiefly in negociations with his pritoner; and 

John had the weaknefs to fign terms of peace, which, 

had they taken effeB:, mufl: have totally ruined and dif
membered his kingdom. He agreed to reftore all the 

provinces which had been polfeffed by Henry II. and his 

two fons, and to annex them for ever to England, with- ' 
out any obligation of homage or fealty on the part of the 

Englilh monarch. But the dauphin and the ftates of 
France rejetted this treaty, fo difhonourable and perni-

cious to the kingdom q ; and Edward, on the expiration 

of the truce, having now, by fubfidies and frugality, col-

leered fome treafure, prepared himfelf for a new invafion 

of France. 
THE great authority and renown of the king and the 

prince of Wales~ the fplendid fuccefs of their former en

terprizes, and the certain profpeL'l: of plunder from the 

defencelefs provinces of France, foon brought together 
the whole military power of England; and the fame mo

tives invited to Edward's ftandard all the hardy adven
turers of the different countries of Europe r, He paffcd 
over to Calais, where he a!fembleJ an army of near a 

hundred thouf.:1.nd men; a force which the dauphin could 

not pretend to withftand in the open field : 1 'hat prince 

therefore prepared himfclf to elude a blow, which it was 
impoffible for him to refiO:. He put all the confiderable 
towns in a pofl:ure of defence; ordered them to be fup-

plied, 
q Froiffard, liv. i. d~ P• ~c:I. 

VoL. If. H h 

r Ibid. chap, 1.05• 
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C ~ A P. plied with magazines and provifions; difl:ributed proper 
~ garrifons in all places; fecured every thing valuable in 

1358. the fortified cities ; and chofe his own ftation at Paris, 
with a view of allowing the enemy to vent their fury on 
the ope11 country. 

1359. THE king, aware of this plan of defence, was obliged 
4th l'liov. d to carry along with him fix thoufand waggons, loade 

with the provifions nece!fary for the fubfifiance of his army. 
After ravaging the province of Picardy, he advanced into 
Champagne; and having a {hong dei1re of being crowned 

Jnvalion of king of France at Rheims, the ufual place in which 
1-'rance. this ceremony i~ performed,. he laid ficge to that city~ 

an.d carried on his attacks, though without fuccefs, for 
the fpace of feven weeks s. The p1ace was bravely de
fended by the inhabitants, encouraged by the exhorta
tions of the archbifhop, John de Craon; till the advan
ced feafon (for this expedition was entered upon in the 

136o. beginning of winter} obliged the king to raife the fiege. 
The province of Champagne, meanwhile, was defolated 
l>y his incurfions; and he thence conducted his army,. 
with a like intent, into Burgundy. He took and pillaged 
rronnerre, Gaillon, Avalon, and other fmall places;. 
but the duke of Burgundy, that he might preferve his 
country from farther ravages, confented to pay him the 
fum of Ico,ooo noblest. Edward then bent his march 
towards the Nivernois, which faved itfelf by a like com
pofition : He laid wafie Brie and the Gatinois; and 
after a long march, very defl:rutlive to France, aad fame
what ruinous to his own troops, he appeared before the 
gates of Paris, and taking, up his quarters at Bourg-la
R eine, extended his army to Long-jumeau, Mont-rouge, 
a!ld VaugirarJ. He tried to provoke the dauphin· to ha-

! Fro:lT.ml, liv, i. chap. 2.08. Willing. P• 174•· 
Jl• t 6r. \\'i!li nc) . f • 1i4· 

7 

t Rymer, vol. vi. 
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!tard a battle, by fending him a defiance; but could not c H A P. 

make that prudent prince change his plan of operations.~ 
Paris -was fafe from the danger of an affault by its nu- 13lio 

merous garrifon; from that of a blockade by its wcllfup-

plied magazines : And as Edward himfelf could not fubfifl: 
his army in a country, wafted by foreign and domefiic 

enemies, and left alfo empty by the precaution of the dau-
phin, he was obliged to remove his quarters; and he 

fpread his troops into the provinces of Maine, Deauffe, 
and the Chartraine, which ·were abandoned to the fury 
of their devafrations u. The only repofc, which France 

experienced, was during the fefiival of Eafier, when the 

king fiopped the courfe of his ravages. ·For fuperfiition 

tan fometimes refirain the rage of men, which neither 

jufiice nor humanity is able to controul. 

WHILE the war was carried on in this ruinous manner, 
the negociations for peace were never interrupted: But as 

the king frill infifred on the full execution of the treaty, 

which he had made with his prifoner at London, and 

which was firenuoufly rejected by the dauphin, there ::!p

peared no likelihood of an accommodation. The earl; 

now duke of Lane after (for this title was introduced into 

England during the prefcnt reign), endeavoured to (often 

the rigour of thefc terms, and to finilh the war on more 

equal and reafonable conditions. He infified with Ed

ward, that, notwithfianding his great and furprifing fuc

ccffes, the objeCt of the war, if fuch were to be efrecmed 

the acquifition of the crown of France, was not become . 

any nearer than at the commencement of it; .or rather, 

was fet at a grcat'er difiance, by thofe very vicrories and 

advantages, which feemed to lead to it. That his claim of 

fucceffion had not from the firfi: procured him one parti-
2.an in the kingdom; and the continuance of thefe de
firuetive hofiilities had united e\·ery Frenchman in the 

u Walfing. p. 17$• 

Ilh2 mofi: 
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c ~~\. P. mofl: implacable animofity againfi him. That though 

"----v---J intefiine faction had creeped into the government of 
1 36o. .France, it was abating every moment; and no party, 

even during the greatefl: heat of the conteft, when fub

jeCl:ion under a foreign enemy ufually appears preferable 

to the dominion of fellow-citizens, had ever adopted the 

pretenfions of the king of England. That the king of 

Navarre .himfelf, who alone was allied with the Englilh, 

infiead of being a cordial friend, was Edward's moft 

dangerous rivaJ, and in the opinion of his partizans 

poffefTed a much preferable title to the crowrt of 

France. That the prolongation of the war, however it 

might enrich the Englilh foldiers, was ruinous to the 

king himfelf, who bore all the charges of the armament; 

without reaping ar)y folid or durable advantage from it. 

That if the prefent diforders of France continued, that 

kingdom would foon be reduced to fuch a fiate of defola• 

tion that it would afford no fpoils to its ravagers; if it 

could efiabli01 a more fieady government, it might turn the 

chance of war in its favour, and by its fuperior force and 

advantages, be able to repel the prefent victors. That 

the dauphin, even during his greatefl: difireffes, had yet 

conducted himfelf with fo much prudence as to prevent 

the Englifh from acquiring one foot of land in the king

dom; and it were better for -the king to accept by a. 

peace what he had in vain attempted to acquire by ho

fii1ities, which, however hitherto fuccefsful, had been 

extremely expenfive, and might prove very danger

ous. And that Edward having acquired fo much glory 

by his arms, the praifc of moderation was the only ho

nour, to which he could now afpire; an honour fo much 

the greater, as it was durable, was united with that of 

pruJencc, am! might be attended with the mofi real ad· 

vantagcs w. 

w Froin".nd, liv. i. chap, 211. 
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THESE reafons induced Edward to accept of more C H " P. 
x vr. 

moderate terms of peace; and it is probable, that, in~ 

order to pal liate this change of refolution, he afcribcd itp '3 60f' 
eace r 

to a vow made during a dreadful tempe!t, which at- Bre t i ~n i . 

tacked his army on their march, and which ancient hifio-

rians reprefent as the caufe of this fudden accommoda-

tion x: The conferences between the Englilh and French 

commiffioners were carried on during a few days at Bre- 8th May. 

tigni in the Chartraine, and the peace was at lafl: con-

cluded on the following conditions Y: It was ftipulated 

that king- John fhould be reftored to his liberty, and 

fhould pay as his ranfom three millions of crowns of 

gold, about 1 ,soo,ooo poupds of our. prcfent money z; 

which was to be difchargcd at different payments: That 

Edward lhould for ever renounce all claim to the crown 

of France, and . to the provinces of Normandy, Maine, 

Touraine, anJ, Anjou, poflcffed by his anccfrors; and 

1hould receive in exchange the provinces of PoiCl:ou, 

Xaintonge, 1' Agr nois, Pcrigort, the Limoufin, ~ercy, 

Rovergue, 1' Angoumois, and other difrriCl:s in that quar-

ter, together with Calais, Guifnes, Montreuil, and the 

county of Ponthi~ u, on the other fide of France: T hat 

the full fovereignty of all thefe provinces, as well as 

that of Guienne, lhauld he vefied in the crown of Eng-

land, and that } ranee lhould renounce all title to feudal 

jurifdiCtion, homage, or appeal from them: That the 

kino- of Navarre lhould be rellorcd to all his honours and 
b 

poffeffions: That Edward lhould rrnounce his confede-

racy with the Flemings, John his connexions with the 

Scots: 'l'hat the difputes C0)1Cerning; the fucccffion of 

Britanny, between the f2.milics of Blois an ti I\ lou!ltfort, 

ihould be decided by ar~iters, app.ointed b}' the two kings; 

and if the compctitcn rcfufcd to fubmit to the awarJ, 

x Froi!TJrd, liv J . c ha p.:u~. Y R}!lJer, vel \'i. p.lJ&. 

~l.lilT~niJ li v. i . clv p. z. • :r.. 7- Sre not" [K J at the end of the volumt", 

H h 3 t he 
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c H A P. the difpute 1hould no longer be a ground of war between 
~the kingdoms: And that furty hoftages, fuch as fhould 

J36o. be agreed on, fhould be fent to England as a fecurity for 
the execution of all thefe conditions a. 

8th July. IN confequence of this treaty, the king of France was 
brought over to Calais; whither Edward alfo foon after 
repaired : And there, both princes folemnly ratified the 
treaty. John was fent to Boulogne; the king accom
panied him a mile on his journey; and the two monarchs 
parted, with many profeffions, probably cordial and fin
cere, of mutual amity u. The good difpofition of John 
made him fully fenfible of the generous treatment which 
he had received in England, and obliterated all memory 
pf the afcendant gained over him b~ his rival. There 
feldom has been a treaty of fo great importance fo faith, 
fuily executed by both parties. Edward had fcarcely 
from the beginning entertained any hopes of acl1uiring 
the crown of France: By refioring John to his liberty, 
and making peace at a juncture fo favourable to his arms~ 
he had now plainly renounced all pretenfions of this na
ture : He had fold at a very high price that chimerical 
claim: And had at prefent no other intereft than to retain 
thofe acq uifitions which he had made with fqch fin gular 
prudence and good fortune. John, on the other hand, 
though the terms were fevere, poffdfcd fuch fidelity and 
honour, that he was determined at all hazards to execute 
them, and to u[e every expedient for fatisfying a mo-. 

a The hollages were the two fons of the French king, John and Le\ds; 
his brother Philip duke of Orleans, the duke of Bourbon, James de Bourboq 
count de Pcnthieu, the counts d'.Eu, de Longuevillt>, de St. Pol, de Hac
court, de Vendom'", de Couci, de Craon, de Montrr.orenci, and many of the 
chief nobility of France. The princes were moftly releafed on the fulfi ling 
of certain articles: Others of the hoftages, and the duke of Berry among the 
rell, were pe1mitted to return upon their parole, which they did· not keep. 
Rymer, vol. vi. p. 27S. 185. 287. 
' b FroiifarJ~ liv, i, chap. zr3, 

parch, 
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narch, who had indeed been his lgreatefr political enemy, c H A P. 

but had treated him perfonallywith fingu1ar humanity and~ 
regard. But, notwithfianding his enueavours, there occurred 136o. 

many difficulties in fulfilling his purpofc; chiefly from the 

extreme reluCtance, which many towns and vaffals in the 

neighbourhood of Guienne, exprelfed againfi fubmitting 

to the Engli!h dominion c; and John, in order to adjuft 

thefe differences, took a refolution of coming over him- 13 r3. 

felf to England. His council endeavoured to di£ruade 

him from this ra!h dcfign; and probJbly would have been 

pleafed to fee him employ more chicanes for eluding the 

execution of fo difadvantageous a treaty: But John replied 

to them, that, though good faith were banifhed from the 

reft of the earth, fhe ought fiill to retain her habitation 

in the breafrs of princes. Some hifiorians ·would detract 

from the merit of this honourable conduct, by repre

fenting John as enamoured of an Engli!h lady, to whom 

he was glad, on this pretence, to pay a vifit : But be-

fides, that this furmife is not founded on any good au

thority, it appears fomewhat unlikely on account of the 

advanced age of that prince, who was now in his fifty-

fixth, year. He was lodged in the Savoy; the palace 1364, 

where he had refidcd during his captivity, and where he 

foon after fickencd and died. Nothing can be a ftronger Sth April. 

proof o the great dominion of fortune over men, than 

the calamities which purfued a monarch of fuch eminent 

Vllour crooonefs, and honour, and which he incurred 
' t:> 

merely by rcafon of fome flight imprudences, which, in 

other iituations, would have been of no importance. But 

thoucrh both his reicrn and that of his father proved ex-
o t:> 

trcmel y unfortunate to their kingdom., the French crown 

acquired, during their time, very confiderable acceffions, 

thofe of Dauphiny and Burgundy. This latter pro\'ince, 

hov:evcr, John haJ the imprudence again to difmember 

c Frciifard, liv. i. chap. 214-o 

Hh4 by 
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c ;.~vi. P. by bellowing it on Philip his fourth fon, the objeCl: of 
'..-~his mofl tender affeCtions f; a deed, which was ~fterwards 

1 3f4. the fource of many calamities to the kingdom. 

• •'( of 
~! t·lte . 

JOHN was fuccecded in the throne by Charles, the 
Dauphin, a prince educated in the fchool of adverfity, 
~nd well qualified, by his confummate prudence and ex
perience, to repair all the loHes, which the kingdom had 
fufiained from the errors of his two predeceifors. Con· 
trary to the praB:ice of all the great princes of thofe times, 
which held not;.ing in efiimation but military courage, 
he feems to have fixed it as a maxim never to appear at 
the head of his armies; and he was the firfi king in Eu
rope, that fhowed the advantage of policy, forefight, and 
judgment, above a rafh and precipitate valour. The 
events of his reign, compared v,rith thofe of the preceding, 
are a proof, how little reafon kingdoms have to value 
thcmfclves on thci: viCtories, or to be humbled by their 
clcfe2.ts ; v.,-hi h in reality ought to be afcri'bed chiefly to 
the good or t'all condull: of their rulers, and are of little 
moment tov.·.uds dltermining nat:onal charaCters ar.d 
mann:..rs. 

BEfORE Charles could think of countcr]alancing fo 
great .1 power as England, 1t was necefTary for him to 
1cmedy the many difordcrs, to which his own kingdom 
was CA poLd. He turned his arms againfi the king of N a
v,;,r:-c, the great di(h.;rber of France during that age: He 
,> tt.~t--d this prince by the conJuet of Ber:rand du Guef
'-', n, a ~entleman of Dritanny, one of the mofi accom
J-l ;t11ed charatlcrs of the ag;c, vvhom he had the difccrn
.ncnt to chufe as the infhument of all his victories g: 
And he obliged his enemy to accept of moderate terms of 
peace. Du Guefclin was lefs fortunate in the wars of 
J~rftanny, which Hill continued, ll0t'.:vithfLmding the me-

i R)mer, \'Cl, \'i, p. 4:1.J~ 

f ;;.:~. 
' F:oi!Tml1 liy, ,. chap. u9 1 

d iatiotl 
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cliation of France and England: He was defeated and C H A P. 

taken prifoner at Auray by Chandos: Charles ofBlois was~ 
there £lain, and the young count of Mountfort foon aft-er 1364. 

got entire po!feffionof that dutchy h, But the prudence of 

Charles broke the force of this blow: He fubmitted to 

the decifion of fortune: He acknowledged the title of 

Mountfort, though a zealous partizan of England; and 

received the proffered homage for his dominions. But 

the chief obftacle which the French king met wita in 
the fettlement of the fl:ate, proceeded from obfcure ene-

mies, whom their crimes alone rendered eminent, and 

their number dangerous. 
ON the concllJflOn of the treaty of Bretigni, the many 

military adventurers, who had followed the ftandard of 

Edward, being di:'"perfed into the fcveral provinces, and 

po!fe!fed of ftrong holds, refufed to lay down their arms, 

or relinquifh a courfe of life, to which they were now 

accufromed, and ·Jy which alone they could gain a fub

fifrancc i. They a!fociated thcmfelves with the banditti, 

who were already enured to the habits of rapine and vio

lence ; and under the name of the companies and compa-

nions, became a terror to all the peaceable inhabitants. 

Some Engli{h and Gafcon gentlemen of character, parti

cularly Sir Matthew Gournay, Sir Hugh Cah:erly, the 

chevalier Verte, ~nd others, were not afhamed to take 

the command of thefe ruff1ans, whofe numbers amounted 

on the whole to near 4o,ooo, and who bore the appearance 

of regular armies, rather than bands of robbers. Thefe 

leaders fought pitched battles with the troops of Frante, 

and gained victories; in one of which Jaques de Bourbon, a 

prince of the blood, was {lain k: And they proceeded to fuch 

a height, that they wanted little but regular efrabliiliments 

to become princes, and thereby fanCl:ify, by the maxims 9f 

h FroilfJ.rd, liv. r. chap. 227, uS, &c. Walling. P• 180. 

; froWard, Jiv. x. chp. 2li1 k !bid, chaf. 214, 2.15. 

the 
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c H A P. the world, their infamous profeffion. The greater fpoil X'Vf. . '--v--.1 they commttted on the country, the more cafy they found 
J364. it to recruit their number: All thofe, who were reduced 

to mifery and defpair, flocked to their fiandard : The evil 
was every day encreafing : And though the pope declared 
them excommunicated, thefe military plunderers, however 
deeply affetl:ed with the fcntence, to which they paid a 
much greater regard than to any principles of morality, 
could not be induced by it to betake themfelves to peace
able or lawful profeffions. 

1366. As Charles was not able by power to redrefs fo enor-
mous a grievance, he was led by neceffity, and by the 
turn of his character, to correct it by policy, and to con
trive fame method of difcharging into foreign countries 
this dangerous and intdline evil. 

PETER, king of Cafiile, fiigmatized by his contempo
raries and by pofl:erity, with the epithet of Cruel, had 
filled with blood and murder his kingdom and his own 
family; and having incurred the univerfal hatred of hi.s 
fubjcCl:s, he kept, from prefent terror alone, an anxious 
and precarious poffcffion of the throne. His nobles fell 
every day the viaims of his feverity: He put to death fe
veral of his natural brothers from groundlefs jealoufy: 
Each murder, by multiplying his enemies, became the 
occafion of freili barbarities : And as he was not defritute 
of talents, his neighbours, no lefs than his own fubjeCl:s, 
were alarmed at the progrefs of ·his violence and inj uf
tice. The ferocity of his temper, infiead of being foft
ened by his ftrong propenfity to love, was rather inflamed 
by that paffion, and took thence new occafion to exert 
itfelf. Infiigated by Mary de PaJilla, who had acquired 
the afcendant over him, he threw into prifon Blanche 
de Bourb~n, his wife, fifi:cr to the q ucen of France ; 
and foon after made way by poifon for the efpoufing of 
his miftrefs. 

HENRY, 
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HENRY, count of Tranfiamare, his natural brother, cHAP. 

fecing the fate of every one who had become obnoxious~ 
to this tyrant, took arms againfi him; but being foiled •166. 

in the attempt, he fought for refuge in France, where he 

found the minds of men extremely inflamed againft 

Peter, on account of his murder of the French princefs. 

He afked permiffion of Charles to cnl iff the com}'anies in 
his fervice, and to lead them into Cafl:ile; where, from 

the concurrence of his own friends and the enemies of his 

brother, he had the profpeCl: of certain and immediate 

fucccfs. The French king, charmed with the project~ 

employed du Gucfclin in negociating with the leaders of 

thcfe banditti. The treaty was foon concluded. The 

high character of honour, which that general poffefTed, 

made every one truft to his promifes : Though the in-

tended expedition was kept a fecret, the companies im-
plicitly inlifl:cd under his fiandard: And they required no 

other condition before their engagement, than an affu-

r:mce, that they were not to be led againft the prince of 

Wales in Guienne. But that prince was fo little averfe 

to the enterprize, that he allowed fome gentlemen of his 

retinue to enter into the fervice under du Guefclin. 

Du GuESCLIN, having completed his levies, led the 

army firfi to Avignon, where the pope then refided, and 

demanded, fword in hand, an abfol uti on for his foldiers, 

and the fum of 200,000 livrec;. The firfi was readily 

promifed him; fome more difficulty was made with re

gard to the fecond. " I believe, that my fellows," re

plied du Guefclin, " may make a fhift to do without 

" your abfolution; but the money is abfolutely ncceffa

" ry ." The pope then extorted from the inhabitants in 

the city and neighbourhood the fum of a hundred thou

fand livres, and offered it to du Guefclin. " It is not my 

" purpofe," ~ricd that generous v;arrior, " to opprefs the 

!>' in!focent people, The pope and hi cardinals themfelves 
" can 
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C ~ P .. ~~ can weir fpare me that fum from their own coffers .. 
~u This money, I infift, muft be reftored to the owners ... 

•J". " And fuoold t.bey l>e defrauded of it, I thall myfelf re
" turn from the other fide of the Pyrenees, and obl i g~ 
11' you to make them reftitution." The pope found the 
aecdlity of fubmitting, and paid him, from his trea.(ury~ 
ihe fam demanded 1• The army, hallowed hy the blef
fings, and enriched hy the fpoils of the church, proceeded 
ea their expedition. 

THESE- experienced and hardy foldiers, conduCl:ed by 
.0 :d>Ie a general, eaf~:-ly prevailed over the king of Cafiile~ 
whok fubjetts, infi:ead of fupporting their oppreff-or, were 
Rady to join the enemy againft him m. Peter lled from 
lais dominrons, took lhelter in Guienne, and £raved the 
p-otetl:ion of the prince of Wales, whom hi-s father had 
invefted with the iOvereignty of thefe conquered pro
Yioces, by the title of the prindpQlity of Aquitaine "• 
The prince feemed now to have entirely changed his fen
dments with regard to the Spani£h tranfaCl:ions : Whether 
that be was moved by the generofity of fupporting a dif
treffi:d prince, and thought, as is but too ufual among fo. 
yereigns, that the rights of the people were a matter of 
much lefs confide-ration; or dreaded the ~cquifuion of fo 
powerfu~ a confederate to France '\5 the new king of Ca£:. 
tile; or what is mofi: probable, was impatient of reft and 
eafe, and fought onLy an. opportunity for exerting his mi
litary talents~ by which he had already acquired fo much 

67 
~nown. He promifed his afiiftance to the dethroned 

Ex;lt.;,. mona~h ; and having obtained the confent of his fa~her~ 
¥ato Caftilc.,he lev~d a great army, and fet out upon his enterQrize. 

He was accompanied by his younger brother, Joh.Q ci 
Gaunt, created duke of L~ncafier, in the rootn: of the 
good prince of that name, who had died withou_t any mal~ 

l Hilt. du Guefclin, m FroiiTard, liv. 1: chap. s3o. 
• ~~mer,_ vol, vi. p. 3'+· Froiflard, Jv, J, chap. ~.il, 

ilfue, 
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t"frue, and whofe daughter he had efpoufed. Chandos c 
-ttlfo, who bore among the Englilh the fame charatkr," R vA P; 

which du Guefclin had acquired among the French, •l'l'• 

commanded under him in this expedition. 

THE firft blow, which the prince of Wale-s gavt: to 

Henry of Tranframare, was the recalling of all the vP111l-

panies from his fervice; and fo moch reverence .did tlu:;y 

bear to the name of Edward, that great numbers of thellll 

immediately withdrew from Spain, and inlifred under hns 
banners •. Henry however, beloved by his new fuhje~ 

and fupported by the king of Arragon and others of his 

neighbours, was able to meet the enemy with an 2tnmlJ 

of 10o,ooo men; forces three times more numero.u:s tllm 

thofe which were commanded by Edward. Du Guefcl;i 

.and all his experienced officers, advifed him to del.ay :an 

decifive aelion, to cut off" the prince of \Vales's proYi-

.fions, and to avoid every engagement with a genen!, 

whofe enterprizes had hitherto been always condu.tkd 

with prt~dence, and crowned with fuccefs. Henry t.rufird 

too much to his numbers; and ventured to .encounter the 

Engli{h prince at Najara o. Hifiorians of that age are]<iAr • • 

commonly very copious in defcribing the !hock of .armies 

in battle, the valour of the .combatants" the 1laughter 3D 

various fuccetfes of the day: But though finall r.encoun-

ters in thofe times were often well difputed, military 

difcipline was always too imperfeCl: to pr.eferve order m 
great armies; and fuch aCl:ions deferve more .the name o 

routs than of battles. Henry was chaced off the ne1d• 

with the lofs of above 20,000 men: There per1 

only four knights and forty private men on the fide of 

the Englilh. 
PETER, who fo well merited the infamous epjthct 

which he bore, purpofed to murder all his prifoncr.s in 

cool blood ; but was rcfi:raincd from this barbarity by the 

Q FroiJ'f.~rd 1 liv. x. chap, 24r, 

remon-
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c .H A '-· aanonilrances o£ the prince of Wales. All Caftile tio\f 
~ d to the viel-or : Peter was reftored to the throne 2 

.Kdward flniihed this perilous enterprize wit~ his 

t361. 
lt.upture 
•ith 
Frmc:e. · 

fual glory. But he had foon reafon to repent his con· 
xions with a man like Peter, abandoned to all fenfe of 

virtue and honour. The ungrateful tyrant refufed the 
fiipulated pay to the Engliili forces ; and Edward, find
ing his foldiers daily periili by fickneTs, and even his 
own health impaired by the climate, was obliged, with
cut receiving any fatisfaCl:ion on this head; to return inta 
Guienne P. 

THE barbarities; :xercifed by Peter over his belplefs 
fubjeeb, hom regarded as v.anqui1hed rebels, 
t"evived all the animofity of t Caitiliana.againi him J 
and on the return of Henry of TranlbmMe, together 
with du Guefclin~ and fome forces levied CJnew in France• 
the tyrant was again dethroned, and was taken prifoner. 
His brother, in refentment of his cruelties, murdered 
him with his own hand ; and was placed on the throne 
of Caftile, which he tranfmitted to his pofterity. The 
duke of Lancafter, who efpeufed in fecond marriage t~ 
eldeft daughter of Pet-er, inherited only the empty title 
of that fovereignt}", and, by claiming the fucceffion, en
creafed the animofity of the new king of Caftile againft 
England. 

BuT the prejudice, which the affairs o( prrnce Edward 
seceiYed from this fplendid, thougb. iapprudent expedi• 
tioo, ended not with it. He had involved himfelf in fo 
much. debt by his preparations and ffie pay of his troops, 
that he f~nd it ~ry, on his return, to impofe ori 
his principality a new tax, to which fome of the no
.ltility confented with extreme reluctance, and to whicb 

others 
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others abfolutely refufed to fubn:it q. This incident C H A P. 

revived the animofity which the inhabitants bore to the~ 
Englifh, and which all the amiable qualities of the prince 1368. 

of vVales were not able to mitigate or affua.ge. They 
complained, that they were confidered as a conquered 
people, that their privileges were difregarded, that all 
truft was given to the Englilh alone, that every office of 
honour and profit was conferred on thefe foreigners, and 
that the extreme reluctance, which moft of them had 
expreffed, to receive the new yoke, was likely to be long 
remembered again!l: them. They cafl:, therefore, their 
eyes towards 6eir ancient fovereio-n, whofe prudence, 
they found, had now brought the affairs of his kingdom 
into excellent order; and the counts of Armagnac, Com-
minge, and Perigord, the Lord d' Albret, with other 
nobles, went ti.> Paris, and were encouraged to carry 
their complaints to Charles, as 'to their lord paramount, 
againft thefe Op?reffions of the En~li1h government r. 

IN the treaty of Bretigni it had been fiipulated, that the 
two kings {hould make renunciations; Edw..,rd of his 
claim to the crown of France and to the provi;1ces of 
Normandy, 1/L:ine, and Anjou; John of the homage and 
fealty due for Guienne and the other provinces ceded to 
the Englilh. But when that treaty was confirmed and 
renewed at Calais, it was found neceiE:.ry, as Edward 
was not yet in poffeffion of all the territories, that the 
t-nutual renum:iations fhould for fome time be deferred; 

q Thi talC was a Fvre upon a hearth ; and it was ima~ir:e , that the im~ 
pofition would have yielded J,too,coo livres a year, wh"ch fuppofes fo many 
heart~•.s in the provinces poi1effed by the Englitb, But fuch lo·>i"e conjeCtures 
have commonly r.o manner of au·hority, mcch lefs in [uch igncrant times .. 
There is a ft•on g in!lance of it in the pref, :at reign. The houfe of commons 
r;nnted the king a tax of t\~ent;-two fhillings on each parifh, fuppofing that 
the amount of the v.hoie v.o Id be so,coo pounds, But they were found 
to be ln a miP.ake of near five to on~. Cotton, p. 3• And ~he council affilm• 
cd th" power of aug~c ting ti.e tax upon each parrfh. 

r frvi!liud, liv, l. <h • • Z44• 
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C H .,. P. and it was agreed, that the parties, mean-while, fhould 

~make no ufe of their ,refpeCiive claims againfi: each other'· 
)368, Though the failure in exchanging thefe renunciations had 

fti]] proceeded from France r, Edward appears to have taken 
no umbrage at it; both becaufe this claufe feemed to give 
him entire fecurity, and becaufe fome reafonable apology 

had probably been made to him for each delay. It was; 
however, on this pretence, though direCtly contrary to 
treaty, that Charles refolved to ground his claim, of ftilt 
confiderlng himfelf as fupetior lord of thofe provinces:t 

and of receiving the appeals of his fub-valfal~ u• 

lJUT as views of policy, more than thofe of juftice, 
enter into the deliberations of princes; and as the mortal 
injuries received from the Englilh, the pride of their 
triumphs, the fever.e terms impofed hy the treaty of peace, 
feemed to render every prudent m~ans of revenge honour

able againfi: them ; Charles was determined to take this 
meafure, lef~ by the reafonings of his civilians and law

yers, than by the prefent fituation of the two monarchies. 
He confidered the declining years of Edward, the lan
guilhing fl:ate of the prince of Wales's health, the affec
tion whi~ the inhabitants of all thefe provinces bore to 
their ancient m after, their diflance from England, their 
vicinity to France, the extreme animofity expreffed by his 

own fubjeeis agai ft thefe invaders, and their ardent 

thidl of vengeance; and having filently made all the 

neceffary preparations, he fent to the prince of Wales a 

' fummons to appear in his court at Paris, and there to 
juftify his conduct towards his vaffals. The prince re
plied, that he would come to Paris; but it lhould be at 
the head of fixty thoufand men w. The unwarlike cha-

• Rymer, vol. vi. p. ~ rg. 230. ~34 237• 243• 

15 Edw. 111, m, 3• from Tynel, v~l. iii. p. 643. 
chap. ~5· vr I bid, chap. 24-7, 2.48, 
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raCler of Charles kept prince Edward, even yet~ from C H A P. 

thinking, that that monarch was in earneit, in this bold~ 
and hazardous attempt. I37o. 

IT foon appeared what a poor return the king had re
ceived by his difiant conet.uefl:s for all the blood and trea
fure expended in the quarrel, and how impoffible it was 
to retain acquifitions, in an age when no regular force 
could be maintained fufficient to def~nd them againfi the 
revolt of the inhabitants, efpecial1y if that danger was 
joined with the invafion of a foreign enemy. Charles 
fell firfi: upon Ponthieu, which gave the Englifh an inlet Tll furcrfs Cif 
• . che Engliih. 
mto the heart of France: The Citizens of Abbeville 
opened their gates to him": Thofe of St. Valori, Rue, 
and Crotoy imitated the example, and the who!~ country 
was in a little time reduced to fubmifiion. 'l'he duke~ 
of Berri and Anjou, brothers to Charles, being affified by 
du Guefclin, who was recalled from Spain, invaded the 
fouthern provinces; and by means of their good conduCt, · 
the favourable difpofitions of the people, and the ardour 
of the French nobility, they made every day confiderable 
progrefs againfr the Englifh. The frate of the prince of 
\Vales's health did not permit him to mount on horfe-
back, or ~xert his ufual activity: Chandos, the confrable 

· of Guienne, was flain in one aCtion Y : The Captal de 
Buche, who fucceeded him in that office, was taken pri
foncr in another :z.: And when young Edward himfelf was 
obliged by his encrcafing infirmities to throw up the com
mand, and return to his native country, the aftairs of the 
.lingli!h in the fouth of France feemed to be menaced 
with total ruin. 

THE king, incenfed at thefe injuries, threatened to pu~ 
to death all the French hofragcs, who remained in his 
hands; but on refleCtion abfiained from that ungeneroui 
revenge. After refuming, by advice of parliamer~t, tqc;, 

x W.alfingham, p. 1S3. Y Froilfarcl, !tv. J. chap '-7i· Wal6ng-
11am, p. 18,. ~ Fro:ffarJ, liv. 1. chap JIC· 

V \)L. II. I i vain 
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c H A P. vain title of kinO' of France a he endeavoured to fencl 
XVI. ~ ' 

'--~.--~ fuccours into Gafcony; but all his attempts, both by fea 
1 37°· and land, proved un[uccef~ful. The earl of Pembroke 

was intercepted at fea, and taken prifoner with his whole 
army near Rochelle by a fleet, which the king of Cafiile 
had fitted out for that purpofe b: Edward himfelf embarked 
for Bourdcaux with another army; but was fo long de
tained by contrary winds, that he was obliged to lay afide 
~he enterprize c. Sir Robert Knolles, at the head of 
30,000 men, marched out of Calais, and continued his 
.:-avages to the gates of Paris, without being able to pro
voke the enemy to an engagement: He proceeded in his 
!llarch to the provin~es of Maine and Anjou, which he 
;aid wafie; but part of his army being there defeated by 
the condua of du Guefclin, who was now created con
ilable of France, and who feems to have been the firft 
confummate general that had yet appeared in Europe, 
the refr were fcattered and difperfcd, and the fmall re

mains of the Engliili forces, infread of reaching Guienne, 
took ilieltcr in Britanny, whofe fovereign had embraced 
the alliance of England <J. The duke of Lancafier, fome 
time after, made a like attempt with an army of 25,000 

men; and marched the whole length of France from Ca
lais to Bourdeaux; but was fo much haraffed by the fly
ing parties which attended him, that he brought not the 
half of his army to the place of their defiination. Ed
ward, from the neceffity of his affair3, was at lafi obliged 
to conclude a truce with the enemy e; after almofl: all' 
his ancient poifeffions in France had been ravifhed from 
him, except Bourdeaux and Bayonne, and all his con
quefrs, except Calais. 

a Rymer, vol. vi. p. 6u. Cotton's Abridg. p. toS. ~ FroiffanJ, 
Jiv. r. chap. 302, 303, 304. Walfingham) p. 186. c Froi{f.ud, liv • .f. 

<hap 3J1. Wallingham, p. 187. d FroifTo~rd, liv. J, chap. zgr. 
Walfingham, r· ISS• c Froi!fard1 liv. 1. chap. 311. Walfingham, 

P• IS7• 
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TnR decline of the king's life was expofed to many c H A P. 

. 'fi . d fi , XVI. tnort1 cat10ns, an corre ponded not to the fplend id and '---v--J 
noify fcenes, which had filled the beginning and the 1370• 

middle of it. Befides feeing the lofs of his foreign domi-
hions, and being baffied in every attempt to defend them; 

he felt the decay of his authority at home, and experi-
enced, from the £harpnefs of fome parliamentary remon-
ftrances, the great inconfhncy of the people, and the in-
fluence of prefent fortune over all their judgments f, 

This prince, who, during the vigour of his age, hac 
bee~ chiefly occupied in the purfuits of war and ambi-
tion, began, at an unfcafonable period, to indulge him.: 
felf in pleafure; and being now a widower, he attached 
himfelf to a lady of fenfe and fpirit, one Alice Pierce, 
who acquired a great aftendant over him, and by her in~ 
fluence gave fuch general difgufr, that, in order to fatisfy 
the parliament, he was obliged to remove her from court g, 

The indolence alfo, naturally attending old age and infir .. 
rnities, had made him, in a great meafure, rcfign the 
adminifrration into the hands of his fon, the duke of 
Lancafl:er, who, as he was far from being popular, weak .. 
ened extremely the affection, which the Englifh bore to 
the pcrfon and government of the king. Men carried their 
jealoufies very far againft the duke; and as they faw with 
much regret, the death of the prince of Wales every day 
approaching, they apprehended, left the fucceffion of his 
fon, Richard, now a tninor, fhould be defeated by the 
intrigues of Lancafier, and by the weak indulgence of 
the old king. But Edward, in order to Catisfy both the 
people and the prince on this head, declared in parliamcn 
his grandfon heir and fuccdfor to the crown; and thereby 
cut off all the hopes of the duke of Lancaficr, if he ever 
had the temerity to entertain any. 

f Wallingham, p. ~~,. Ypod. Neufr. P· 530• 

i Wallin~ham, P• 189. 
1 i 2 
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C Hx A P. THE prince of Wales, after a lin&ering illnefs, dir.d 
VI. . 

"-:--v--dn the forty-fixth year of his age; and left a character, 

8 
t 1176. illufrrious for every eminent virtue, and from his ear]iefi: 

tn June, 
Death of youth till the hour he expired, unftained by any blcmilh. 
the ~rince His valour and military talents formed the fmaUefi p~rt of 
of,Wales, "" 

lJ77· 
7.1 ll Jun~:. 
Death 

his merit: His g~nerofity, humanity, affability, modera-

tion, gained h irri the affeCtions of all men ; and he was 

qualified to throw a luihe, not only on that rude age, in 

which he lived, and which nowife infetl:ed him with its 
vices, but on the moft lhining period of ancient or modern 

hi!l:ory. The king furvived about a year this melancholy 

incident: England was deprived at once of both tbefe 

princes, its chief ornament and fupport: He expired in 

the fixty-fifth year of his age and the fifty-iirfr of his reign; 

and the people were then fenfible, though too late, of the 

irreparable lofs, which they had fuftained. 

and charac- THE Englifh are apt to confi4er with peculiar fondnefs 
t r of the the hifiory of Edward III. and to efteem his reign, as it 
king. 

was one of the longeft, the mo£1: glorious alfo, that oc-

curs in the annals of their nation, The afcendant which 

they then began to acquire over France, their rival and 

fuppofed national enemy, makes them caft their eyes on 

this period with great complacency, and fanctifies every 
meafure, which Edward embraced for that end. But the 

domeftic government of this prince is really more ad

mirable than his fureign victories; and England enjoyed, 

by the prudence and vigour of his. adminiftration, a long~r 

interval of domefiic peace and tran'lutllity than fhe had 

been bleft with in any former period, or than the expe

rienced for many ages after. He gained the affections of 

the great, yet curbed their licentioufnef~ : He made them 

feel his power, without their daring, or even being in-. 

dined, to murmur at it: His affable .and obliging beha

viour, his munificence and genero~ty, made them fubmit 

with pleafure to his dominion ; his valour and conduCt 
made 
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made them fuccefsful in mofi of their enterprizes · and c H A P. 

their .unquiet fpirits, direCted againfl: a public enem;, had~ 
no leifure to breed thofe difl:urbances, to which they were I377· 

paturally fo much inclined, and which the frame of the 

government feemed fo mu.ch to authorize. This was the 

chief benefit, which refulted from Edward's viti:ories and 

conquefts. His foreign wars were, in other refpeCts, nei-

ther founded in jull:ice, nor direCted to any falutary pur-

pofe. His attempt againfi: the king of Scotland, a minor 
and a brother-jn-law, and the revival of his grandfather's 

claim of fuperiority over that kingdom, were both unrea-
fonable and ungenerous; and he allowed himfelf to be 

too eafily feduced, by the glaring profpect of French con-
quefts, from the acquifition of a point, which was prac-

ticable, and which, if attained, might really have been 
of lafiing utility to his country and his fucceffors. The 

fuccefs, which he met with in France, though chiefly 

owing to his eminent talents, was unexpected ; and yet, 

from the very nature of things, not from any unforefeen ac-

cidents, was found, even dudng his life-time, to have pro-

cured him no folid advantages. But the glory of a con-
queror is fo dazzling to the vulgar, the animofity of na-

tions is fo violent, that the fruitlefs defolation of fo fine a 
part of Europe as France, is totally difregarded by us, 

and is never ~onlidered as a blemifu in the charaCter or 
condu~ of this prince. And indeed, from the unfortu-

nate frate of human nature, it will commonly happen, that 

a fovereign of genius, fuch as Edward, who ufually finds 
every thing eafy in his domefric government, will turn 

himfelf towards military enterprizes, where alone he 

meets with oppolition, and where he has full excrcife for 

his indufl:ry and capacity, 
El>'W ARD had a numerous pofl:erity by his queen, Phi-

lippa of Hainault. His eldefi fon was the heroic Edward, 
ltfually denominated the Black Prince, from the colour of 

)lis armour. This prince efpoufed his coufin Joan, com-
1 i 3 monly 
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C ~v~. P. mon1y called the Fair Maid of Kent, daughter and heir 
\..--..,_,....--!of his uncle, the earl of Kent, who was beheaded in the 

J~71· beginning of this reign. She was firfi married to Sir Tho
mas Holland, by whom ihe had children. By the prince 
pf Wales, fhe had a fon, Ri~hard, who alone furvived 
his father. 

THE fecond fon of king Edward (for we pafs over fuch 
as died in their childhood) was Lion cl duke of Clarence, 
who was fidl: married to Elizabeth de Burgh, daughter 
and heir of the earl of Ulfter, by whom he left o;1ly one 
daughter, married to Edmund Mortimer, earl of lVlarche. 
Lionel cfpoufed in fecond marriage, Violante, the daugh
ter of the duke of l\1ilan h, and died in Italy foon after the 
confummation of his nuptials, without leaving any pof
tcrity by that princefs. Of all the family, he refembled 
mofl: his father and elder bwther in his noble qualities. 

Enw ~Rn's third fon was John of Gaunt, fo called 
from the place of his birth : He was created duke ofLan
cafter; and from him fpran'g that branch which after
wards po!le[fed the crown. The fourth fon of this royal 
family was Edmund, created earl of Cambridge by his 
father, and duke of York by hi~ nephew. The fifth fon 
was Thomas, who received the title of earl of Bucking
ham from his father, and that of duke of Glocefier from 
his nephew. In order to prevent confufion, we lhall al
ways difiingui{h · thefe two princes by the titles of York 
and Gloceficr, even before they were advanced to them. 

THERE were alfo feveral princetTes born to Edward by 
Philippa; to wit, !fabella, J oan, Mary, and Margaret, 
who efpou fed, in the order of their names, In gel ram de 
Coucy earl of Bedford, Alphonfo king of Cafiile, John 
Qf Mountfort ~uke of Britanny, and John Hafiings earl 
of Pembroke. 'rhe princefs Joan died at Bourdeaux be ... 
fore t~c confummation of her marriage. 

Mifcellane- IT is remarked by an elegant hiftorian i, that Conquer
G_u· tlal

1
'Ctanc:- ors, though ufually the bane of human kind, proved tlO;JS 0 JS 

IC:loll• ~ Rymer, ~ol: vi. P· sf4· i Dr. Robertfon'& Hi~. ofS~\)tland, B. J. 

2 ofte~ 
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often in thofe feudal times, the mofr indulgent of fove- C H A P. 

reigns: They ftood m oft in need of fupplies from their~ 
people; and not being able to compel them by force to '377· 

fubmit to the neceffary impofitions, they were obliged to 

make them fome compenfation, by equitable laws and 

popular con.ceffions. This remark is, in fome meafure, 

though imperfectly, jufiified by the conduct of Edward 

III. He took no fteps of moment without confulting his 

parliament, and obtaining their approbation, which he 

afterwards pleaded as a reafon for their fupporting his 
meafures i. The parliament, therefore, ro{e into greater 

confideration during his reign, and acquired more regular 

authority than in any former time; and even the houfe of 

commons, which, during turbulent and factious periods, 
was naturally depreffed by the greater power of the crown 

and barons, began to appear of fome weight in the confii-
tution. In the later years of Edward, the king's mini-
fiers were impeached in parliament, particularly lord 
La-timer, who fell a facrifice to the authority of the com-
mons k; and they ev_en obliged the king to bani1h his 
mifrrefs by their remonftrances. Some attention was alfo 

paid to the election of their members; and lawyers, in 

particular, who were, at that time, men of a character 

fomewhat inferior, were totally excluded the houfe during 
fevera} parliaq1ents 1. 

ONE, of the mofr popular laws, enaCl:ed by any prince, 
was the ftatute, which paffed in the twenty-fifth of this 
reign m, and which limited the cafes of high treafon, be
fore vague and uncertain, to three principal heads, con

fpiring the death of the king) levying war againft him, 

and adhering to his enemies ; and the judges were prohi
bited, if any other cafes fl10uld occur, from infliCting 
the penalty of treafon, without an application to par
Jiament. The bounds of treafon were indeed fo much 

l Cotton's Abridg. p. J08. uo. 

1 Cotton's Abridt;. P• 12. 

k lbiJ. p. IU, 

m Chap, :t. 

I i + limited 
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c ~V~. P. limited by this ftatute, which ati1 remains illrorce With ... 
~out a.tty alteration, that the lawyers were obliged to en• 

Jsn· large thctm, and to e:f(plain a confpiracy fdr levying W.t 

'againll the king to ~e equivalent to a confpit~cy againll: 
-h'ts life ; and this interpretation, fe<!mi"ngly forced~ :bts, 
frotn the neceffity of the cafe, hetn tacitly ~quie(c:ed i~~ 

' tit was alfo ordained., that a parliamedt fbould bt bdd 
t1nce a year or oftener., if need .be : A Jaw 'WhidJ, likt 
Ynaflr.y othes:s, ~Was never obfurvetl, a~d loft its au~hority 
by difufe n. 
EDWAR~ grnnted above twenty parliamentary connr

tmU:ions of the Gre~t Charter ; and tbefe >c~e.Ridns are 
tmmmobly appealoel t~ as proofs ~f his gr~.at ind~lgen~e 
,to the :people, and his teJ~r ~HI ff.U' their li~rti£s • 
.cB.ut tlw contrary prefumption is more 11-atUtal. If the 
-ma"ims 9f Ed-ward's reign had not be-en in gener~l fome
wliat arbitrary, and if the Great Charter had not been 
ti·equently violated, the parliament would never have ap
-plied for thefe frequent confirmations, which could add 
:no foree to a doocl regularly obCer\led, a!ld which coul4 
4erve t-Q no other purpofe, ~han to prevent the contrar-y 
precedents from tur.ning into a rule, and a~qui.ri~ au
·dtority. It was indeed the efie61: of the ir.regula~ govern .. 

ent during thofe ages, that a fl:atute, which had been 
enaCted fome years, inficz..d of acquiring, was imagine4 
to ~fe force, by time, and n\!edcd to be often ren~eq 
b:r recent flatutes of the fame fenfe and tenor. ~ence 

}jJtewiJe t~at general cJaufc11 fo fre~}\J,CRt in old aets of 
.parliamept, that ~he ftatutes, enatl:ed l>y the king's pro
genitors, fhould. be ouferved 0

; a precaution, which, if 
w-e do not confider the circum:fiances of the times, might 
appear abfurd and ridicu!oUi. The frequent confirma-:
~ions in genen1l terms of the privileges of tae church 
pocee~ed from the fame caufe. · 

n 4 Edw. 111. chap. J4• 
l • 

FP• ~~&c. 
() ~Eaw. nr~ ~ r . !'1 ~!· Jll. 

Ir 
I 
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IT is a claufc in one of Edwar:d's fratutes, that no c H A P 

tntin, if wbat e.Jiate ~r C01rTditiozz foever, }hall be put out of~ 
!<Jnil or tenement, nor taken !tOr imprijoned, nor dijherited, I377• 

f'4#" pu-r 1o death, without being brought in anf~er by due 

'lr-Dtefs~f the taw~'. This privilege was fufficiently fecured 

J>y a claufe of the Great Charter, which had received a 

general confirmation in the firft chapter of the fame fta-

fure. Why then is the claufe fa an~ioufly,' and, as we 

may think, fo fuperflugufly repeated? Plainly, becaufe 

~here had been fome late infringements of it, which gaVf: 

umbrage to the commons q. 

BuT tqere is no article, in which the laws are more 

frequently repeated during this reign, -almofl: in the f-atne 

t~rms, th<pi that of purveyance, which the parliament ah· 

ways call~ an outr(Jgeaus and intolerahle grievance, and the 

fource of infinite damage to the people r. The parlia

ment tried to abolilh this prerogative altogether, by pro-

hibiting any one -from taking goods without the confent 

of the owners s, and by changing the heinous name of 

purveyors, as they term it, into that of buyers t: But th~ 

arbitrary conduCt of Edward ftill brought back the grie

vance upon them; though contrary both to the Great 

Charter, and to many fratutes. Tnis diforder was in a 

great meafure derived from the ftate of the public finances 

and of the kingdom; and could therefore the lefs admit of 

remedy. The prince frequently wanted ready money; 

yet l~is family muft be f4bfified : He was therefore obliged 

to employ force and violence for that purpofe, and to give 

tallies, at what rate he pleafed, to the owners of the goods 

which he laid hold of. '1"'-he kingdom alfo abounded fo 

little in commodities, and the interior communication was 

fo imperf~lt, that, had the owners been ftritl:ly protetled 

p 2.8 Edw. Ill. cap. 3• q They atrert, in the I 5th of thia reign, 

that th~re had been fuch inftances. Cotton's Abridg. P• 3 r. They repeat 

the fame in tlre zdl year. See P• '59• r 36 Edw. Ill, ~c, • 14 Edw • 

. 11. cap. 19, • t :;6 'dw. III. cap . 2o 
by 
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C H ~ P. by Jaw, they could eafily have exacted any price from the 
~king; efpecially in his frequent progreffes, when he came 

•377· to difrant and poor places, where the court did not ufually. 
.re4de, and where a regular plan for fupplying it could not 
eafily be efl:ablilhed. Not only the king, but feveral great 
lords, infifl:ed upon this right of purveyance within certain 
c:liftriets u. · 

: THE magnificent caftle of Wind for was built by Ed., 
ward III. and his method of conducting the work may 
ferve as a fpecimen of the condition of the people in that 
age. Inftead of engaging workmen by contratl:s am! 
wages, he affelfed every county in England to fend him 
a crrtaii1 number of mafons, tilers, and carpenters, as if 
he had been levying an army w. 

They mifrake, indeed, very much the genius of this 
reign, w:ho imagine that it was not extremely arbitrary. 
All the high prerogatives of the crown were to the full 
exerted in it; but what gave fame confolation, and pro
n:tifed i~ time fame relief to the people, they were always 
complained of by the commons: Such as the difpenfing 
po~er"; the extenfion of the forefrs r; erecting mono
polies:£;. exatl:ing loans a; £topping juftice by particular 
wa·r·rants b ; the renewal of the commiffion of trailbaton c ; 

preffing men and :lhips into the public fervice d; levying 
arbitrary and exorbitant fines e ; extending the authority 
of the privy council or fiar-chamber to the decifion of 
private caufes r; enlarging the power of the marefchal's 
and other arbitrary courts g; imprifoning members for 
freedom of fpeech in parliament h; obliging people with
out any rule to fend recruits of men at arms, archers, ang 
hoblers to the army i. 

u 7 Rich. II. cap: 8. w Afumole's hi£l:. of the garter, p. U9• 
x Cotton's A bridg. p. 148. Y Cotton, p. 7 r. z Cotton's 

.Abridg. p. 56. 61. az. a Rymer, vol. v. p. 491. 574• Cotton's 
Abtidg. p. 56. b Cotton, p. 114. c Ibid. p. 67. d Cotton's 
Abridg. p. 47• 79· u 3• e Ibid. p. 3t• f Ibid. p. 74• g I bid· 

h Walling. p. 189, Jgo. i Tyrrel's Hift, vol. viii. p. 554• _from the 
records. 

BuT 
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C fJ : :P. conccJmdo, though never repealc<l, was fuppofed to have ~already loft by age all its authority. 
~~77· THESE faCl:s can only fhow t1ie praBice of the times : 

For as to the rt'ght, the continual remonftrances of the 
commons may feem to prove that it rather lay on their 
fide: At leafr, thefe remqnftrances ferved t.o prevent the ar
bitrary pratlices of tne court from becoming an eftablilhed 
part of the confritution. In fo m-uch a better condition 
~ere the privileges of the people even during the arbi
~rary reign of Edward III. than during fome fubfequept 
ones, pa~ticularly thofe of the Tudors, where no tyranny 
or abufe of power ever met with any check or oppo-=
fition, or fo ID!Jch as a remonfirance, from parliament. 

IN this reign we find, according to the fentiments of 
an ingenious and learned author> the firfr ftrongly marked 
ar.d probaoly contefted iliftinttion betw~en a procbma
tion by the ~ing ana his privy-'council, and a law which 
had Teceived the ~Went of the lords and commons Y. 

IT is cafy to imagine, that a prince of fo much fenfe 
:ln:O fpirit as Edward, would be no flave to the court of 
Rome. Thougn the old tribute was pai8 during fome 
years of his minority z, he afterwards withheld it; and 
when the pope in t 367 threatened to cite him to the 
Court of iR ome~ for 6efault of payment, he laid the mat
ter before his parliament. That aifeiTlbly unanimoufly 
tledar~e, that king John could not, without a national 
cm fcnt, fubjeel his kingdom to a foreign power: And 
that they were therefore determined to fupport t'~eir fove~ 
reign a2;ainfi: this unj-u!l: pretenfion a. ' 

Du~..Ir G this reign, the :ftatute of provifors was en., 
acted, rendering it penal to procure any prefentations to 
henefices from the court of Rome, and fecuring the right~ 
of all patrons and eleCl:ors, which had been extremely en
croached on by the pope b. By a fubfequcnt fiatute, 

Y Obfena~ions on the fiatute, p. l~3· z Rymer, vol. iv, p. 434• 
2 C?tton' a Abri~~. p. uo. b 1.5 EC!w. Ill. z7 Edw. Jli. 

every 
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every perfon was out-lawed who carried any caufe by ap- c H A P. 

peal to the court of Rome c. ~ 
THE laity at this time feem to have been extremely 1377 

prejudiced againft the papal power, and even fomewhat 

againft their own clergy, becau fe of their connexions with 
the Roman pontiff. The parliament pretended, that the 
ufurpations of the pope were the caufe of all the plagues, 
injuries, famine, and poverty of the realm; were more 
deflruB:ive to it than all tbe wars ; and were the reafon 
why it contained not a third- of the inhabitants and com
modies, which it formerly poffefied: T'hat the taxes, 

levied hy him, exceeded five times thofe which were 

paid to the king : That every thing was venal in that 
finful city of Rome; and that even the patrons in Eng-
land had thence learned to prattife fimony without fhame 
or remorfe d. At another time, they petition the king to 
employ no churchman in any office of fiate c; and they, 

even fpeak in plain terms, of expelling by force the papal 
authority, and thereb)' providing a remedy againfl oppref-
fions, which they neither could nor would any longer en-
dure r. ~1en who talked in this flrain, were not far 
from the reformation: But Edward did not think proper 
to fecond all this zeal. Though he patTed the flatute of 

provifors, he took little care of its execution; and the 
parliament made frequent complaints of his negligence on 
this head g. He was content with having reduced fuch 
of the RomHh ecclefiaflics, as poffeffed revenues in Eng-
land, to depend entirely upon him by means of that fiatute. 

As to the police of the kingdom during this period, it 
was certainly better than during times of faCtion, civil 

war, and diforoer, to whkh E.ngl'\nd was fo often ex
pofed: Yet were there feveral vices in the conflitution,. 

$he bad confequences cf which all the power and vigi-

c 27 :Edw. Ill. 3.8 Edw. Ill. 
e Ibid. p. JU. f Cotton, p. 41· 

U9, llO• 1-4S, 

tl Cotton, p. 74• 121~ r~g .. 
g lbi<L p. ug. uS, 

lane~ 
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c R A P. Jance of the king could not prevent. The barons, b1 
~their confederacies with thofe of their own order, and by 

~317· fupporting and defending their retainers in every ini
quity h, were the chief abettors of robbers, murderers, and 
ruffians of all kinds ; and no law could be executed 
againfl thofe criminals. The nobility were brought to 
give their promife in parliament, that they would not 
avow, retain, ot fupport any felon or breaker of the 
Jaw i; yet this 'engagement, which we may wonder to 
fee exaCted from men of their rank, was never regarded 
by them. The -commons make continual complaints of 
the multitude of robberies, murders, rapes, and other dif.
orders, which, they fay, were become numberlefs in 
every part of the kingdom, and which they always af
cribe to the protetl:ion that the criminals teceived front 
the great k. The king of Cyprus, who paid .a vifit to 
England in this . reign, was robbed and fl:ripped on the 
highway with his whole retinue 1• Edward himftlf con
tributed to this diffolution of law, ·by his facility in grant
ing pardons to felons from the folicitation of the courtiers. 
Laws were made to retrench this prerogative m, and re· 
monftrances of the commons were prefented againft the 
abufe of it n: But to no purpofe. . The gratifying of a 
powerful nobleman continued ftill to be of more import
ance than the protection of the people. The kini alfd 
granted many franchifes, which interrupted die courfe of 
j ufi:ice and the execution of the laws 9 • 

CoMMERCE and induftry were certainly at a very lovv 
ebb during this period. The bad police of the £ountry 
al9ne alfor9s a fufticient reafon. The only exports were 

oolF 1kins b es, leather, butter, tin, lead, and l'u 
unmaau u ~' of which wool was by (ar the 
snoll: confiderable. Knyghton has afferted, that xoo,ooo 

h U Edw, lll. cap, 14• t Edw. Ill. cap. s. IS Edw .. m. c:ap. 4• 
1 Cotton,p.Jo. k lbid.p.sr.6s.6t-fO•J6o. 
I WalGoc. p. 170. m 10 Edw.IIJ. cap. • s7 Ectw.. UJ,ta) 
• ~n, P• 7 S• " Jbid. P· 54• 
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facks of wool were ~nnu.ally exported, and fo1d at twenty c H A .P, •. 

pounds a fack, money of that age. But he is widely m if-~ 
taken both in the quantity exported ·and in the ~value. In · 1377• . 

I 349, the parliament remonfhate, that the king, by an 

illegal impofition of forty iliillings on each fack exported, 
had levied 6o,ooo pounds a year P: Which reduces the 
annual exports to 30,000 facks. · A fack contained 
twenty-fix fione, and each frone fourteen pounds q; and 

at a medium was not valued at above five pounds a fack r, 
that is, fourteen or fifteen pounds of our prefent money~ 
Knyghton's computation raifes it to fixty pounds, which 
is near four times tbe prefent price of wool in England. 
According to this reduced computation, the export of 
wool brought into the kingdom about 450,000 pounds of 

our prefent money, inftead of fix millions, which is an 
extravagant fum. Even the former fum is fo high, as to 

afford a fufpicion of fome mifrake in the computation of 

the parliament with regard to the number of facks ex-

ported. Such mifrakes were very ufual in thofe ages. 
Enw ARD endeavoured to introduce and promote the 

woollen manufatl:ure by giving proteB:ion and encourage

ment to foreign weavers s, and by enaB:ing a law, which 
prohibited every one from wearing any cloth but of Eng

li(h fabric t. The parliament prohibited the exportation of 
woollen goods, which was not fo well judged, efpecially 

while the exportation of unwrought woo1 was fo much 
allowed and encouraged. A like injudicious law was 

made againfl: the exportation of manufaB:ured iron u. 

IT appears from a record in the Exchequer, that in 

i 354 the exports of England amounted to 294, r 84 pounds 
feventeen lhillings and two-pence: The imports to 38,970 
pounds three £billings and fix-pence money of that time. 
This is a great balance, confidering that it arofe wholly 

P Ibid. p. 4S. 6g. q 34 Edw. Ill. cap. 5· r Cotton, p. 29. 

1 t 1 Edw. IIJ. cap. 5• Rymer, vol. iv. p. 723· Murimuth, p. 88. 

t 11 Edw.III. cap. 2.. 11 ~s Edw. lli, cap. S• 
from 
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c H A P. from the exportation of. ra.w wool and- other r.ough ma-
XVI. . T . h" fl 1. .c._ ~ tenaJs,. he 1mport was c te y. men and nne cloth, 
l.377· and {Gme wine. England fecms to have been extremel}'i 

drained at this time by Edward~s f-oreign expeditions and 
foreign fub!idies, which probably was the reafon, why the 
exports fo much exceed the imports. 

THE firfr toll we read of in England, for mending the 
highways, was impofed in this reign: It was that for re
pairing the road between St. Giles's and Temple-Ba~ w. 

IN the firft of Richard Il. the parliament complains 
extremely of the deca_y. of iliipping during the preceding 
reign, and afft.rt, that OH(1 (ea-port formerly contained 
more vefiels tha.n wen:; then to be found in the whole 
kingdom. This calamity, they af~ribe to the arbit.t:ary 
feizure offuips by Edward, f-or the lkrvice o,f h.i& f.tequ~.Q.t 
expeditions x. The parliament in the fifth of Richard re
new the fame complaint Y, and we likewife find it made in 
the forty-fixth of EdwClrd Ill. So falfe is the commoA 
opinion, that this reign was favourable to commerce. 

THERE is an order o£ this king, direaed to the mayor 
and fheriffs of London, to take up all lhips of forty. tun 
and upwards to be converted into iliips of war z. 

THE parliament attempted• the impracticable fcheme of. 
reducing the price of. labour after the pefrilence, and alfo 
that of poultry a. A reaper, in the firfl: week of Auguft,_ 
was not allowed above two pence a day, or near fix 
pence of our prefent money ; in the fecond week ~ 
third more. A mafter carpenter was limited through th~ 
whole year to three pence a day, a common carpenter to 
two pence, money of that age b. It is remarkable, that, 
in the fame reign, the pay of a common foldier, an ar
cher, was fix-pence a day; which, by the change, both 
in denomination and value, would be equivalent to near 

w Rymer, vol. v. p. 520. 
-z Rymer, Tol. iv. p. 664. 
h zs Edw. Ill. cap. J. 3• 

6 

x Cotton, p; 15 S• 164. 
a 37 Edw. 111. cap. 3• 

'I Cap·1· 
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five fhillings of our prefent money c. Soldiers were then c H A P. 

inlifted only for a very iliort time: They lived idle all the~ 
refr of the year, and commonly all the rcft of their lives: 1377. 

One fuccefsful campaign., by pay and plunder, and the 

ranfom of prifoners, was fuppofed to be a fmall fortune 

to a man; which was a great allurement to enter into 
the fervice d. 

THE :fraple of wool, wool-fells, leather, and lead, was 

fixed by aCt of parliament in particular towns of Eng
land e. Afterwards it was removed by law to Calais: 

But Edward, who commonly deemed his prerogative 

above law, paid little regard to thefe :fratutes; and when 

the parliament remonfi:rated with him on account of thofe 
aCls of power, he plainly told them., that he would pro
ceed in that matter as he thought proper r.. It is not eafy 

to affign the reafon of this great anxiety for fixing a 

fiaple; unlefs perhaps it invited foreigners to a market, 

when they knew beforehand, that they fhould there meet 

with great choice of any particular fpecies of commodity. 

This policy ot inviting foreigners to Calais was carried fo 

far, that all Englilh mercb~nts were prohibited by law 

from exporting any Englilh goods from the :fraple ; which 

was in a manner the total abandoning of all foreign navi

gation, except that to Calais g. A col)triyance feemingl y 
extraordinary. 

c Dugdale's Baronage, vol. i. p. 784. Brady's hift. vol. ii .• App. N°. gz. 
The pay of a man at arms was quadruple. We may therefore conclude, that 

the numerous armie-s, mentioned by hiftorians in thofe times, confifted chiefly 

.of ragamuffins, who followed the camp, and lived by plunder. Edward's 

army before Calais con!ifted of ]I,094 men; yet its pay fiX fiJ.:teen month~ 

was only 127, 2.01 pounds. Brady, ibid. 
d Commodities feem to have rifen ftnce the Conqueft. 'fnftead of being 

ten times cheaper than at prefent, they were in the age of Edward III. only 

three or four times. This change feems to have taken place in a great mea~ 

fupe fince Edward I. The allowance granted by Edward III. to the earl of 

Murray, then a prifoner in Nottingham caftle, is one pound a week ; whereas 

the bilhop of St. Andrews, the primate of Scotland, had only iix-pence a day 

allowed him by Edward I. 
e z7 Edw. III. f Cotton, p. 117, 

VoL. II. K k 
g 27 Edw. III. cap. 7• 

IT 
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C H A P. IT was not till t} P. middle of this century that the Eng ... 
XVI. 

'------' lifh began to extend th :ir n :vigation even to the Baltic h; 
1 377· nor till the middle of the fubfequent, that they failed to 

the Mediterranean i. 

LuxuRY was complained of in that age, as well as in 
others of more refinement; and attempts were made by 
parliament to refirain it, particularly on the head of ap
parel, where furely it is the mofi obvioufiy innocent and 
inoffenfive. No man under a hundred a year was allowed 
to wear gold, filver, or .filk in his clothes: Servants alfo 
were prohibited from eating flelh meat, or filh, above 
once a day k. By another law it was ordained, that no 
one fhould be allowed, either for dinner or fupper, above 
three dilhes in each courfe, and not above two courfes: 
.And it is likewife exprefsJy declared, that Jouf!.d meat is to 
count as one of thefe diihes 1• It was eafy to forefee that 
fuch ridiculous laws mufi prove ineffeCl:ual, and could 
never be executed. 

THE ufe of the French language, in pleadings and 
public deeds, was abolifhed m. It may appear ftrange, 
that the nation fhould fo long have worn this badge of 
conqueft: But the king and nobility feem never to have 
become thoroughly Englilh, or to have forgotten their 
French extraction, till Edward's wars with France gave 
them an antipathy to that nation. Yet ftill, it was long 
before the ufe of the Englilh tongue came into falhion. 
The firfi Englilh paper which we meet with in Rymer is in 
the year 1386, during the reign of Richard 11 "· There are 
Spanilh papers in that colle8:ion of more ancient date o: 
And the ufe of the Latin =~Uld french ftill continued. 

h Andtrfon, ~ol. i, p. I ,SI• i Id. P• 1i7• k 37 Edw. Ill. 
cap. 8, 9• 10, &c. I 10 Edw. Ill. m 36 Edw. Ill. c1p. IS• 

n Rymer, vol. vii. p. 52.6. This paper, by the Ayle, feems to ha•e been 
t]rawn by the Scots, and was figned by the wardens of the marc:hes only. 

41 Rymer, vol. vi. p. 551-• 

Wa 
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WE may judge of the ignorance of this age in geogra- c H A P. 

phy, from a ftory told by Robert of Aveibury. Pope Cle-~ 
ment VI. having, in 1344, created Lewis of Spain prince 1377• 
of the fortunate IJ!ands, meaning the Canaries, then newly 
difcovered; the Englilh ambaffador at Rome and his re-
tinue were feized with an alarm, that Lewis had been 
created king of England; and they immediately hurried 
lwme, in order to convey this important intelligence. Yet 
fuch was the ardour for fl:udy at this time, that Speed in 
his Chronicle informs us, there were then 30,000 ftuclents 
in the univerfity of Oxford alone. What wq.s the occu-
pation of all thefe young men! To learn very bad Latin, 
and frill worfe Logic. 

IN 1364, the commons petitioned, that, in confide
ration of the preceding peftilence, fuch perfons as pof
feffed manors holding of the king in chief, and had ]et 
different leafes without obtaining licences, might conti
nue to exercife the fame power, till the country were be
come more populous P. The commons were fenfible, 
that this fecurity of po:lfeffion was a good means for ren
dering the kingdom profperous and flourilhing; yet durfl: 
not apply, all at once, for a greater relaxation of their 
chains. 

THERE is not a reign among thofe of the ancient 
Engliih monarchs, which deferves more to be fiudied than 
that of EJward Ill. nor one where the domeftic tranfac
tions will better difcover the true genius of that kind of 
mixed government, which was then eftablilhed in Eng
land. The fl:ruggles, with regard to the validity and 
authority of the great charter, were now over: The king 
was acknowledged to lie under fome limitations: Edward 
himfelf was a prince of great capacity, not governed by 
favourites, not led aftray by any unruly paffion, fenfib1e 
that nothing could be more effential to his interefis than 

P Cott0n, P· 97• 

Kk2 to 
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C H A P. to keep on good terms with his people: Yet on the whole 
XVI. . b n 1 b ~ 1t appears, that the government, at en, was on y a ar• 
1377• barous monarchy, not regulated by any fixed maxims, o~ 

bounded by any certain undifputed rights, which in prac
tice were regtllarly obferved. The king canduCl:ed him- · 
felf by one fet of principles; the barons by another; the 
commoJ1S py a third; the clergy by a fourth. All thefe 
fyfiems of government were oppofite and incompatible: 
~ach of t~em prevailed in its turn, as incident~ were fa
vourable to it: A great prince rendered the monarchical 
power predominant: The weaknefs of a king gave reins 
~o the arifiocracy: A fuperftitious age faw the c1ergy tri
~mphant : The people, for whom chiefly government was 
~nfiituted, and who chiefly deferve confideration, were the 
weakeft of the whole. But fhe- commo111., little ob
.poxious to any other order ; though they funk under 
the violence of tempefl:s, filently reared their head iq 
more peaceable times ; and while the fl:orm was brewing, 
were courted by all ~des, and thus received frill fame 
acceffion to their privileges, or, a~ worfr~ fame confirma
~ion of them. 

IT has bee~ an eftabliihed opinion, that gold coin was 
not fi:ruck ·till this reig~: But there has lately been found 
froof that it is as anf;:ient as Henry Ill. 11 

CJ Sec Obfervations on the more ancient Statutes, P• 375• ~dedit, 
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NOTE [A], p. 36. 

M AD 0 X, in his Barohia Anglica, cap. 14. tells us; 

That in the 3oth of Henry II. thirty-three cows and 

two bulls coft but eight pounds feven ihillings, money of that 

age ; soo iheep, twenty-two pounds ten ihillings, or about 

ten pence three farthings per fheep; fixty-:fix oxen, eighteen 

pounds three ihillings; fifteen breeding mares, two pounds 

twelve fhillings and fix;..pence; and twenty-two hogs, one 

pound two ihillings. Commodities feem then to have been 

about ten times cheaper than at prefent; all except the iheep, 

probably on account of the value of the fleece. The fame 

author in his Formulare Anglicanum, p. 17. fays, That in 

the 1oth year of Richard I. mention is made of ten per cent. 

paid for money: But the Jews frequently exacted much 

higher intereft. 

NOTE [B], p. 253· 

R Y M E R, vol. ii. p. 216. 845. There cannot be the 

leaft queftion, that the homage ufually paid by the king.> 

of Scotland was not for their crown, but for fame other terri 4 

tory. The only queftion remains, what that territory was? 

It was not always for the earldom of Huntingdon, nor theho· 

nour of Penryth ; becaufe we find it fometimes done at a time 

when thefe poifeffions were not in the hands of the kings of 

Scotland. It is probable, that the homage was performed in 

general terms without any particular fpecifi.cation of territory; 

and this inaccuracy had proceeded either from fame difpute 

between the two kings about the territory and fame oppo:fite 
K k 3 c;laims, 
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claims, which were compromifed by the general homage, or 
from the fimplicity of the age, which employed few words in 
every tranfattion. To prove this we need but look into the 
letter of king Richard, where he refigns the homage of Scot
land, referving the ufual homage. His words ~, StepediEJul 
W. Rex ligius bomo nojler deveniat de omnihus terris de quihus an
tecejfores Jui antect./forum nojlrorum ligii homines fuerunt, et nohi1 
at que bteredihus nojlris .fidelitatem jurarunt. R ymer, vol. i. p. 6 5. 
Thefe general terms were probably copied from the ufual form 
or the homage itfetf. 

It is no proof that the kings of Scotland poffeff'ed no lands 
or baronies in England, becaufe we cannot find them in the 
imperfeB: hiftories and records of that age. For inftance, it 
lear1y appears from another pa.ffage of this very letter of Rri

chard, that · ~ held lands both in the county of 
Huntingdon and elfe ·..though the earldom 
of Huntingdon itfelf was then in tlw~1Je£1l!Mf;·N·--. 
David ; and we know at prefent of no other baroiues, which 

illiam held. cannot be expeaed that we fhoutd ftOI~~ti"JIIJe 
able to!p · all · :lees wllich he 'ither poifeifeci or claimed in 
Englan4; when it is probable that the two aonarchs theJil
fe ~ their miniien w. at that vert~ have ~ 
ill the-lift The Seotiih kiDg might PQifefs fome to which • 
ript as difpJlted 1- b. might claim other., whiGh he ~· .vv. 

poB"efs • :And aeitAel' of dm tw4 .kinp u willjqg to~ 
pretenAGDs 8y p tkular enumeration. 

A late author of great induftry and learning, but. full of 
p~'!<lket, and pf no penetration, Mr. Carte, •--f~-~!flll:. 

~ Of the undefined terms of the Sc<JI~ch~!J!I!Jtf~Pul& 
.J.U.IIi.~ .... ea .tbat it was dOtie fat Lothian' 

l the territories p( the eoontry no• ·csfil.aW~a.nd .. 
ofthe and Forth. 
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king, in his writ to the king's-bench, confiders them as a ne_ 
cefiary confequence of the feu lal tenure. Such hq:;e territo
ries alfo would have fupplied a confiderable part of ~he Englifn 
armies, which never could have e!caped all the hiilorians. 
Not to mention that there is not any infbnce 0f d. Se c 1 pri
foner of war being tried as a rebel, in the frequent l oih.i~·es 
between the kingdoms, where the Scotifh armies were ch:efly 
filled from the fouthern counties. 

Mr. Carte's notion with regard to Gallow:1y, which com
prehends, in the 1anguage of that age, or rather in thatofthe 
preceding, moft of the fouth-wefi: counties of Scotland; his no

tion, I fay, refi:s on fo flight a foundation, that it fcarcely 
merits being refuted. He will have it (and merely becaufe he 
will have it) that the Cumberland, yielded by king Edmund 
to Malcolm I. meant not only the county in England of that 
name, but all the territory northwards to the Clyde. But the 
cafe of Lothian deferves fome more confideration. 

It is certain, that in very ancient language, Scotland means 
only the country north of the friths of Clyde and Forth. I 
fuall not make a parade of literature to prove it ; becaufe I do 
not find that this point is difputed by the Scots themfelves. 
The fouthern country was divided into Galloway and Lothian; 
and the latter comprehended all the fouth-eafi: counties. This 
territory was certainly a part of the ancient kingdom of Nor
thumberland, and was entirely peopled by Saxons, who after·
wards received a great mixture of Danes among them. It 
appears from all the Englifh hifi:ories, that the whole kingdom 
of Northumberland paid very little obedience to the Anglo
Saxon monarchs, who governed after the di!folution of the 
heptarchy ; and the northern and remote parts of it feem to 
have fallen into a kind of anarchy, fometimes pillaged by the 
Danes, fometimes joining them in their ravages upon other 
parts of England. The kings of Scotland, lying nearer them, 
took at lafi: pofi'effion of the country, which had fcarcely any 
government ; and we are told by lVJatthew of \Vefi:minfi:er, 
p. 193· that king Edgar made a grant of the territory to Ken
neth Ill. that is, he refigned claims, whi h he could not make 
efFectual, without beftowing on them more rrouble and ex
pence than they were worth: For thefe are the only grants of 

K k + provin,es 

5°3 
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provinces made by kings; and fo ambitious and active a prince as 
Edgar would never have ma.de prefents of any other kind. Tho' 
Mat~hew of Weftminfter's authority may appear fmall with 
regard to fo remote a tranfatlion; yet we may admit it in this 
cafe, becaufe Ordericus Vitalis, a good authority, tells us, 
p. 701. that Malcolm acknowledged to William Rufus, that 
the Conqueror had confirmed to him the former grant of Lo
thian. But it follows not, becaufe Edgar made this fpecies of 
grant to Kenneth, that therefore he exaB:ed homage for that 
territory. Homage and all the rites of the feudal law were 
\'ery little known among the Saxons; and we may alfo fup· 
pcfc, that the claim of Edgar was fo antiquated and weak, 
that, in refigning it, he made no very valuable conceffion, and 
Kenneth might well refufe to hold, by fo precarious a tenure, 
a territory, which he at prefent held by the fword. In fuort, 
no author fays, he did homage for it. 

The only colour indeed of authority for Mr. Carte's notion 
is, that Matthew Paris, who wrote in the reign of Henry III. 
before Edward's claim of fuperiority was heard of, fays that 
Alexander III. did homage to Henry Ill. pro Laudiano et 

aliis terris. See page 555· This word fecms naturally to be 
interpreted Lothian. But, in the firft place, Matthew Paris's 
teftimony, though confiderable, will not outweigh that of all 
thf: other hiftorians, who fay that the Scotch homage was al
ways done for lands in England. Secondly, if the Scotch 
homage was done in general terms (as has been already proved), 
it is no wonder that hiftorians fuould differin their account of 
the -object of it, fince, it is probable, the parties themfelves 
were not fully agreed. Thirdly, there is reafon to think that 
LaudiaJZum in Matthew Paris does not mean the Lothians, now 
in Scotland. There appears to have been a territory, which 
anciently bore that or a timilar name, in the north of Eng
land. For ( 1) The Saxon Chronicle, p. 197. fays, that 
Malcolm Kenmure met William Rufus in Lodene in England. 
(z) It is agreed by all hiftorians, that Henry II. only recon
quered from Scotland the northern counties of No;thumber
land, Cumberland, and Weftmorland. See Newbriggs, 
p. 383. \Vykes, p. 30. Hemingford, p. 492. Yet the fame 
country is called by other hiftoriaus Loidis, comitatus Lodo-

nenfis, 
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nenfis, or fame fuch name. See M. Paris, p. 68. M. Weft. 
p. 247· Annal. Waverl. p. 159· and Diceto, p. 531. (J) 
This laft mentioned author, when he fpeaks of Lothian in 
Scotland, calls it Loheneis, p. 574· though he had called the 
Engliih territory Loidis. 

I thought this long note neceirary in order to correct Mr. 
Carte's miftake, an author whofe diligence and indufrry has 
given light to ~any pairages of the more ancient Engliih hif
tory. 

NOTE [CJ, p. 253. 

R Y M Jt R, vol. ii. p. 543· It is remarkable that the Eng· 
liih chancellor fpoke to the Scotch parliament in the 

French tongue. This was alfo the language commonly made 
ufe of by all parties on that occafion. Ibid. paffim. Some 
of the moft confiderable among the Scotch, as well as almoft 

, all the Engliih barons, were of French origin ; they valued 
themfelves upon· it; and pretended to defpife the language 
and manners of the i:fland. It is difficult to account for the 
fettlement of fo many French families in Scotland, the Bruces, 
Baliols, St. Clairs, Montgomeries, Somervilles, Gordons, 
Frafers, Cummins, Colvilles, Umfrevilles, Mowbrays, Rays, 
Maules, who were not fupported there, as in England, by 
the power of the fword. But the fuperiority of the fmalleft 
civility and knowledge over total ignorance and barbarifm, is 
prodigious. 

NOTE [DJ, p. 259· 
SEE Rymer, vol. ii. p. 533· where Edward writes to the 

King's Bench to receive appeals from Scotland. He knew 
the praCtice to be new and unufual ; yet he eftablifhes it as an 

infallible confequence of his fuperiority. "\Ve learn alfo from 
the fame colleetion, p. 6o3, that immediately upon receiving 
the homage, he changed the ftyle of his addrefs to the Scotch 
king, whom he now calls dilello & fideli, inftead of fratri di
leao & fideli, the appellation which he had always before ufed 
to him; fee p. 109. 124. 168. z8o. 10.64. This is a certain 
proof, that he himfelf was not deceived, as was fcarcely in
deed po11ible, but that he was confcious of his ufurpation. 
Yet he folemnly fwore afterwards to the juftice of his preten~ 
.fions, when he defended them before pope Bo.aiface. 

NOTE 
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N 0 T E [E], p. 276. T HROUGHOUT the reign of Edw. I. the affent of the 
commons is not once expreffed in any of the enacting 

tlaufes; nor in the reigns enfuing, till the 9 Edw. III. nor in 
any of the enacting claufes of 16 Rich. ii. Nay even fo low 
as Hen. VI. from the beginning till the 8th of his reign, the 
aifent of the commons is not once exprefied in any enacting 
claufe. Sec preface to Ruffhead's edit. of the Statutes1 p. 7. If 
it fhould be afferted, that the commons had really given their 
affent to thefe fl:atutes, though they are not exprefsly mention
ed ; this ''ery omiffion, proceeding, if you will, from careleir
nefs, is a proof how little they were refpeCl:ed. The commons 
were fo little accufl:omed to tranfaCl: public bufi.nefs, that they 
had no fpeaker, till after the parliament 6th Edw. III. See 
Prynne's preface to Cotton's abridg. Not till the firft of Ri .. 
chard II. in the opinion of mofl: antiquaries. The commons 
were ve:ry unwilling to meddle in any ftate aft-airs, and com
monly either referred themfelves to the lords, or defired a fe
lect committee of that houfe to affift them, as appears from 
Cotton. 5 E. Ill. n. 5; 15 E. HI. n. 17; 21 E. III. n. 5; 
4 7 E. III. n. s ; 5o E. III. n. 1 o ; 5 1 E. III. n. 1 8 ; 1 R. II. 
n. 12; 2 R. II. n. 12; 5 R. II. n..14; z pari. 6 R. II. n. 14; 
pari . .z. 6 R. II. n. 8, &c. 

NOTE [F], p. 277. 
J T was very agreeable to the maxims of all the feudal go-

vernments, that every order of the ftate fhould give their 
CDnfcnt to the acts which more immediately concerned them ; 
and as the notion of a political fyftem was not then fo well un
derftcod, the other orders of the ftate were often not confulted 
on thefe occafi.ons. In this reign, even the merchants, though 
no public body, granted the king impofitions on merchandize, 
hecaufe the firft payments came out of their pockets. They 
did the fame in the reign of Edward III. but the commons had 
then obferved that the people paid thefe duties, though the 
merchants advanced them; and they therefore remonftrated 
againft this practice. Cotton's abridg. p. 39· The taxes im
pofed by the knights on the counties were always lighter than 
thofe which the burgeifes laid on the boroughs; a prefump-

tion, 
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tion, that in voting thote taxes the knights and burgeffes did 
not form the fame houfe. See Chartcellor Weft's enquiry into 
the manner of creating peers, p. 8. But there are fo many 
proofs, that thofe two orders of reprefentatives were long fe
parate, that it is needlefs to in:fift on them. Mr. Carte, who 
l1ad carefully confultcd the rolls of parliament, afErms, that 
they never appear to have been united till the 16th of Edward 
III. See Hift. vol. ii. p. 451. But it is certain that this 
union was not even then final: In I 372, the burge:ffes aB:ed by 
themfel ves, and voted a tax after the knights were difmiffed. 
See Tyrrel, Rift. vol. iii. p. 7 34· from Rot. Clauf. 46 Edw. 
III. n. 9· In I 376, they were the knights alone, who paffed 
a vote for the removal of Alice Pierce from the king's perfon, 
if we may credit Walfingham, p. I 89. There is an inftance 
of a like kind in the reign of Richard II. Cotton, p. I93· 
The different taxes voted by thofe two brartches of the lower 
houfe, naturally kept them feparate : But as their petitions 
had moftly the fame objea, namely, the redrefs of grievances, 
and the fupport of law and juftice both again£!: the crown and 
the barons; this caufe as naturally united thf'm, and was the 
reafon why they at laft joined in one houfe for the difpatch of 
buiinefs. The bar ns had few petitions. Their privileges 
were of more ancient date : Grievances feldom affeCted them : 
They were themfelves the chief oppre:ffors. In I 3 3 3, the 
knights by themfelves concurred "vith the bifuops and barons; in 
advifing the king to fray his journey into Ireland. Here was a 
petition which regarded a matter of fl:ate, and was fuppofed to 
be above the capacity of the burgel1<:~s. The knights, there
fore, aB:ed apart in this petition. See Cotton, abridg. p. 13. 
Chief baron Giloert thinks, that the reafon why taxes always 
began with the commons or burgeffes was, that they were 
limited by the inftruttions of their boroughs. See Hift. of the 
Exchequer, p. 37· 

NOTE [G], p. 278. 

T H E chief argument from ancient authority, for the opi
nion that the reprefentatives of boroughs preceded the 

forty-ninth of Henry Ill. is the famous petition of the bo
roughofSt. Albans, firft taken notice ofby Selden, and then by 

4 Petyt, 
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Peyt, Brady, Tyrrel, and others. In this petition, prefent= 
ed to the parliament in the reign of Edward II. the town of 
St. AI bans alferts, that though they held in capite of the crown; 
and owed only, for all other fervice, their attendance in par
liament, yet the fheriffhad omitted them in his writs; where
as both in the reign of the king's father, and all his prede
cefiors, they had always fent members. Now, fay the defenders 
of this opinion, if the commencement ofthe houfe of commons 
were in Henry III.'s reign, this expreffion could not have been 
ufed. But Madox, in his Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 5 22, 
523, 524, has endeavoured, and with great reafon, to deftroy 
the authority of this petition for the purpofe alleged. He 
alferts, firft, that there was no fuch tenure in England as that 
of holding by attendance in parliament, inftead of all other 
fervice. Secondly, That the borough of St. Albans never 
held of the crown at all, but was always demefne land of the 
abbot. It is no wonder, therefore, that a petition which ad
vances two falfehoods, fhould contain one hiftorical miftak:e, 
which indeed amounts only to an inaccurate and exaggerated 
expreffion; no ftrange matter in ignorant Burge.lfes of that 
age. Accordingly St. Albans continued fl:ill to belong to the 
abbot. It never held of the crown, till after the dilfolution 
of the monafteries. But the alfurance of thefe petitioners is 
remarkable. They wanted to fhake off the authority of their 
abbot, and to hold of the king; but were unwilling to pay 
any fervices even to the crown: Upon which they framed this 
idle petition, which later writers have made the foundation of 
fo many inferences and conclufions. From the tenor of the 
petition it appears, that there was a clofe connection between 
holding of the crown, and being reprefented in parliament: 
The latter had fcarcely ever place without the former : Yet 
we learn from Tyrrel's Append. vol. iv. that there were fame 
infi:ances to the contrary. It is not improbable, that Edward 
followed the roll of the earl ofLeicefter, who had fummoned, 
without diftintl:ion, all the confiderable boroughs of the king
dom; among which there might be fome few that did not 
hold of the crown. Edward alfo found it neceffary to impofe 
taxes on all the boroughs in the kingdom without diftinCl:ion. 
This was a good expedient for augmenting his revenue. We 

are 
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are not to imagine, becaufe the houfe of commons have fi.nce 

become of great importance, that the firft fummoning of them 

would form any remarkable and ftri king epoch~ and be gene

rally known to the people even feventy or eighty years after. 

So ignorant were the generality of men in that age, that coun

try burgefies would readily imagine an innovation, feem!ngly 

fo little material, to have exifted from time immemorial, be

~aufe it was beyond their own memory, and perhaps that of 

their fathers. Even the parliament in the reign of H enry V. 

fay, that Ireland had, from the beginning of time, been fubjetl. 

to the crown of England. (See Brady.) And furely, if any 

thing interefts the people above all others, it is war and con ... 

quefts, with their dates and circumftances. 

N 0 T E (HJ, p. 44-3· 
T H IS ftory of the fix burgeffes of Calais, like all other 

extraordinary ftories, is fomewhat to be fufpeEI:ed ; and 

!P much the more as Avefbury, p. 167, who is particular in 

his narration of the furrender of Calais, fays nothing of it: 

and on the contrary extols in general the king's generofi.ty and 

lenity to the inhabitants, The numberlefs miftakes of Froif.. 

fard, proceeding either from negligence, credulity, or love of 

the marvellous, invalidate very much his teftimony, even 

though he was a contemporary, and though his hiftory was 

dedicateJ to queen Philippa herfelf. It is a n1iftake to 

imagine, that the patrons of dedications read the books, much 

lefs vouch for all the co)ltents of them. It is not a flight tef

timony, that fuould make us give credit to a ftory fo diilio

nourable to Edward, efpecially after that proof of his huma

nity, in allowing a free paffage to all the women, children, 

and infirm people, at the beginning of the fiege ; at leaft, it is 

fcarcely to be believed, that, if the ftory has any foundation, 

he feriouily meant to execute his menac"s againft the fix townf

men of Calais. 

N 0 T E [I], p. 448. 
T HERE was a fino-ular infla~ce about this time of the 

prevalence of chiv:lry and gallantry in the nations of 

Europe. A fo1emn duel of thirty knights aga. ~nft thirty "vas 

fought between Bembrough, an Eng 1ihman, and Beaumanoir, 
a Breton, 
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a Breton, of the party of Charles of Blois. The knights of 
the two nations came into the field; and before the combat 
bag:m, Beaumanoir called out, that it \Vould be feen that day 
cwho had tl~efaireftmijlr~!Jes. After a bloody combat the Ere
tons prevailed; and gained for their prize, full liberty to boafi: 
()f their miHrefies beauty. It is remarkable, that two fuch 
famous generals as Sir Robcrt Knolles, and Sir Hugh Cal., 
verley, drew their fwords in this ridiculous contefi. See Pere 
Daniel, vol. ii. p. 536,537, &c. The women not onlyinfii
gated the champions to thofe rough, if not bloody frays of 
tournament; but alfo frequented the tournaments during all 
the reign ofEdward, whofc fpirit of gallantry encouraged this 
practice. See Knyghton, p. 2597. 

NOTE [K], p. 469. 
THIS is a prodigious fum, and probably near the half 

of what the king received from the parliament during 
the whole courfe of his reign. It mufl: be remarked, that ;t 

tenth and fifteenth (which was always thought a high grant) 
weri, in the eighth year of his reign, fixed at about 29,000 

pounds : There were faid to be near 3o,ooo facks of wool ex
ported every year : A fack of wool was at a medium fold for 

:five pounds. Upon thefe fuppolitioas it would be eafy to 
compute all the parliamentary grants, taking the lift as they 
fland in Tyrrel, vol. iii. p. 780: Though fomewhat mufi ftill 

be left to conjeClure. This king levied more money on his 
fubjetts than any of his predeceffors ; and the parliament fre
quently complain of the poverty of the people, and the oppref
fions under which they laboured. But it is to be remarked, that 
a third of the French king's ranfom was yet unpayed when 
war broke out anew between the t\'IO crowns : His fon chofe 
rather to employ his money in combating the Engli!h, than in 
enriching them. See Rymer, vol. viii. p. 3 I 5 · 

E N D 0 F T II E S E C 0 N D V 0 L U M E, 
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