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His murder

HE parliament, which was fummoned foon ¢ 4 p,
after the king’s acceffion, was both ele®ed and ¥_x_.V”'
affembled in tranquillity ; and the great change, ,5,.

from a fovereign of confummate wifdom and experience gg;a;ng
to a boy of eleven years of age, was not immediately felt the minos
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C H A P.by the people. T he habits of order and obedience, which
g_xv,il_; the barons had been taught during the long reign of Ed-
Y

ward, ftill influenced them; and the authority of the
king’s three uncles, the dukes of Lancafter, York, and
Glocefter, fufficed to reprefs, for a time, the turbulent
{pirit, to which that order, in a weak reign, was fo often
fubje@. The dangerous ambition too of thefe princes
themfelves was checked, by the plain and undeniable title
of Richard, by the declaration of it made in parliament,
and by the affectionate regard, which the people bore to
the memory of his father, and which was naturally tranf-
ferred to the young fovereign upon the throne. The dif-
ferent charaers alfo of thefe three princes rendered them
a counterpoize to each other; and it was natural to ex-
pe&, that any dangerous defigns, which might be formed
by one brother, would meet with oppofition from the
others. Lancafter, whofe age and experience, and autho-
rity under the late king, gave him the afcendant among
them ; though his integrity feemed not proof againft
great temptations, was neither of an enterprizing fpirit,
nor of a popular and engaging temper. York was indo-
lent, unactive, and of flender capacity. Glocefter was
turbulent, bold, and popular; but being the youngeft of
the family, was reftrained by the power and authority of
his elder brothers. There appeared, therefore, no cir-
cumftance in the domeftic fituation of England, which
might endanger the public peace, or give any immediate
apprehenfions to the lovers of their country.

Bur as Edward, though he had fixed the fucceffion to
the crown, had taken no care to eftablifh a plan of go-
vernment during the minority of his grandfon ; it behov=
ed the parliament to fupply this defect : And the houfe of
commons diftinguifhed themfelves, by taking the lead on
the occafion. This houfe, which had been rifing to
confideration during the whole courfe of the late reign,
naturally
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haturally received an acceflion of power during the mino- C *{,S P
rity ; and as it was now becoming a fcene of bufinefs, ",
the members chofe for the firft time a fpeaker, who might =~ 377
preferve order in their debates, and maintain thofe forms,
which are requifite in all numerous affemblies. Peter de
la Mare was the man pitched on; the fame perfon that
had been imprifoned and detained in cuftody by the late
king for his freedom of fpeech, in attacking the miftrefs
and the minifters of that prince. But though this elec-
tion difcovered a fpirit of liberty in the commons, and
was followed by farther attacks both on thefe minifters,
and on Alice Pierce #, they were ftill too fenfible of their
great inferiority, to aflume at firft any immediate fhare in
the adminiftration of government, or the care of the king’s
perfon.  ‘They were content to apply by petition to the
lords for that purpofe, and defire them, both to appoint a
council of nine, who might dire& the public bulinefs,
and to chufe men of virtuous life and converfation, who
might infpect the conduct and education of the young
prince. The lords complied with the firft part of this
requeft, and eleted the bithops of London, Carlifle, and
Salifbury, the earls of Marche and Stafford, Sir Richard
de Stafford, Sir Henry le Scrope, Sir John.Devereux,
and Sir Hugh Segrave, to whom they gave authority for
a year to conduct the ordinary courfe of bufinefs *. But
as to the regulation of the king’s houfchold, they de-
clined interpofing in an office, which, they faid, both
was invidious in itfelf, and might prove difagreeable to
his majefty,

THE commons, as they acquired more courage, ven-
tured to proceed a ftep farther in their applications, They
prefented a petition, in which they prayed the king to
check the prevailing cuftom among the barons of forming

2 Walfing. p. 150, b Rymer, vol. vii. p. 361,

Ba illegal
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C H A P.jllegal confederacies, and fupporting each other, as well
XVil.

" as men of inferior rank, in the violations of law and juf=

377+

tice. They reccived from the throne a general and an
obliging anfwer to this petition : But another part of their
application, that all the great officers fhould, during the
king’s minority, be appointed by parliament, which feem-
ed to require the concurrence of the commons, as well as
that of the upper houfe, in the nomination, was not com-
plied with : The lords alone aflumed the power of appointe
ing thefe officers: The commons tacitly acquiefced in the
choice ; and thought, that, for the prefent, they them-
felves had proceeded a {ufficient length, if they but ad-
vanced their pretenfions, though reje&ted, of interpofing
in thefe more important matters-of ftate.

Onx this foot then the government ftood, The admi-
niftration was conducted entirely in the king’s name : No
regency was exprefsly appointed : The nine counfellors
and the great officers, named by the peers, did their duty,
each in his refpe&tive department : And the whole fyftem
was for {ome years kept together, by the fecret authority
of the king’s uncles, efpecially of the duke of Lancafter,
who was in reality the regent.

Tre parliament was diffolved, after the commons had
reprefented the neceflity of their being re-affembled once
every year, as appointed by law; and after having eleted
two citizens as their treafurers, to receive and difburfe
the produce of two fifteenths and tenths, which they had
voted to the crown, In the other parliaments called dur=
ing the minority, the commons ftill difcover a ftrong
fpirit of freedom and a fenfe of their own authority,
which, without breeding any difturbance, tended to fe-
cure their independance and that of the people <.

¢ See note [A] at the end of the volume,

Epwarp
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EpwAaRrp had left his grandfon involved in many dan- CX”A
gerous wars. The pretenfions of the duke of Lancafter—
to the crown of Caftile, made that kingdom ftill perfevere 377
in hoftilities againft England. Scotland, whofe throne
was now filled by Robert Stuart, nephew to David
Bruce, and the firft prince of that family, maintained
fuch clofe conneions with France, that war with one
crown almoft inevitably produced hoftilities with the
other. The French monarch, whofe prudent condu&
had acquired him the firname of wife, as he had already
baffled all the experience and valour of the two Edwards,
was likely to prove a dangerous enemy to a minor king :

But his genius, which was not naturally enterprizing,
led him not, at prefent, to give any difturbance to his
neighbours ; and he laboured, befides, under many diffi-
culties at home, which it was neceflary for him to fur-
mount, before he could think of making conquefts in a
foreign country. England was mafter of Calais, Bour-
deaux, and Bayonne; had lately acquired poffeffion of
Cherbourg, from the ceffion of the king of Navarre, and
of Breft from that of the duke of Britanny ¢ ; and hav-
ing thus an eafy entrance into France from every quarter,
was able, even in its prefent fituation, to give difturb-

P,

ance to his government. Before Charles could remove
the Englifh from thefe important pofts, he died in the
flower of his age, and left his kingdom to a minor fon,
who bore the name of Charles V1.

MEeaNwWHILE, the war with France was carried on ina  237%:
manner fomewhat languid, and produced no enterprize of
great luftre or renown.  Sir Hugh Calverly, governor of
Calais, making an inroad into Picardy, with a detach-
ment of the garrifon, fet fire to Boulogne ¢, The duke of
Lancafter conduéted an army into Britanny, but returned

4 Rymer, vok vii, p. 190, e Walfing. p. 209,
B3 without
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C H A. P.without being able to perform any thing memorable, " In

g_)_(_‘iLa fubfequent year, the duke of Glocefter marched out of

138¢. Calais with a body of 2000 cavalry, and 8000 infantry 3

and fcrupled not, with his fmall army, to enter into the

heart of France, and to continue his ravages, through

Picardy, Champaigne, the Brie, the Beaufle, the Gati-

nois, the Orleanois, till he reached his allies in the pro-

vince of Britanny . The duke of Burgundy, at the head

of a more confiderable army, came within fight of him ;

but the French were fo over-awed by the former fuc-

cefles of the Englith, that no fuperiority of numbers

could tempt them to venture a pitched battle with the

troops of that nation. As the duke of Britanny, foon

after the arrival of thefe fuccours, formed an accommo-

dation with the court of France; this enterprize alfo

proved in the iffue unfuccefsful, and made no durable
impreflion upon the enemy.

THE expences of thefe armaments, and the ufual want
of ceconomy attending a minority, much exhaufted the
Englith treafury, and obliged the parliament, befides
making fome alterations in the council, to impofe a new
and unufual tax of three groats on every perfon, male
and female, above fifteen years of age; and they or-
dained, that, in levying that tax, the opulent fhould re-
lieve the poor by an equitable compenfation. This
impofition produced a mutiny, which was fingular in its
circumftances. ~ All hiftory abounds with examples, where
the great tyrannize over the meaner fort : But here the
loweft populace rofe againft their rulers, committed the
moft cruel ravages upon them, and took vengeance for
all former oppreflions.

1381, THE faint dawn of the arts and of good govern-
ment in that age, had excited the minds of the populace,

§ Froiffard, live 2, chap. 50, 51, Walfing, P+ 239
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in different ftates of Europe, to with for a better condi- CXPL(‘I\ I
tion, and to murmur againft thofe chains, which the e

laws, enafted by the haughty nobility and gentry, had fo  138x.
long impofed upon them. The commotions of the people
in Flanders, the mutiny of the peafants in France, were
the natural effects of this growing {pirit of independence 3
and the report of thefe events, being brought into Eng-
land, where perfonal flavery, as we learn from Froiflard ¢,
was more general than in any other country in Europe,
had prepared the minds of the multitude for an infurrec=
tion. One John Ball alfo, a feditious preacher, who
affeCted low popularity, went about the country,*and
inculcated on his audience the principles of the firft origin
of mankind from one common ftock, their equal right to
liberty and to all the goods of nature, the tyranny of ar-
tificial diftin&ions, and the abufes which had arifen from
the degradation of the more confiderable part of the fpe-
cies, and the aggrandizement of a few infolent rulers &,
Thefe do&rines, fo agreeable to the populace, and fo con=
formable to the ideas of primitive equality, which are
engraven in the hearts of all men, were greedily received
by the multitude ; and fcattered the fparks of that fedi-
tion, which the prefent tax raifed into a conflagration 1,

THE impofition of three groats a head had been farmed é‘li‘:"jf?t’he
out to tax-gatherers in each county, who levied the mo- common
ney on the people with rigour ;" and the claufe, of making ¥°P
the rich eafe their poorer neighbours of fome fhare of the
burden, being fo vague and undeterminate, had doubtlefs

le,

accafioned many partialities, and made the people more

g Liv, 2, chap. 74. h Froiffard, liv. 2, chap, 74. Walfingham,
p. 275
i There were two verfes at that time in the mouths of all the comman
people, which, in fpite of ptejudice, one cannot but regard with fome degree
of apprabation :
When Adam delv’d and Eve fpan,
‘Where was then the gentleman?

B4 fenfible
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€ H A P.fenfible of the unequal lot, which fortune had affigned

XVIT

\—— —— them in the diftribution of her favours. The firft dif-

1381,

32th June.

order was raifed by a black-fmith in a village of Effex.
"Fhe tax-gatherers came to this man’s thop, while he was
at work 3 and they demanded payment for his daughter,
whom he afferted to be below the age afligned by the
ftatute.  One of thefe fellows offered ta produce a very
indecent proof ta the contrary, and at the fame time
laid hold of the maid; Which the father refenting, im=
mediately knacked out the ruffian’s brains with his ham-
mer. The byftanders applauded the ation, and exclaim=
ed, that it was full time for the people to take vengeance
on their tyrants, and to vindicate their native liberty,
They immediately flew to arms : The whole neighbour-
hood joined in the fedition : The flame fpread in an in-
ftant over the county: It foon propagated itfelf into
that of Kent, of Hertford, Surrey, Suflex, Suffolk, Nor-
folk, Cambridge, and Lincoln. Before the government
had the leaft warning of the danger, the diforder had
grown beyond controul or oppofition : The populace had
thaken off all regard to their former mafters: And being
headed by the moft audacious and criminal of their affo-
ciates, who affumed the feigned names of Wat Tyler,
Jack Straw, Hob Carter, and Tom Miller, by which
they were fond of denoting their mean origin, they com-
mitted every where the moft outrageous violence on fuch
of the gentry or nobility as had the misfortune to fall
into their hands.

THe mutinous populace, amounting to a hundred
thoufand men, affembled on B]ack-heafh, under their
leaders, Tyler and Straw ; and as the princefs of Wales,
the king’s mother, returning from a pilgrimage to Canter-
bury, pafled through the midft of them, they infulted
her attendants, and fome of the moft infolent among them,
to fhew their purpofe of levelling all mankind, forced
kifles from her; but they allowed her to continue her

journey,
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journey, without attempting any farther injury!. TheyC )T:Vﬁ P,
fent a meflage to the king, who had taken fhelter in the __ ___
Tower ; and they defired a conference with him, Rich- 1381
ard failed down the river in a barge for that purpofe; but

on his approaching the thore, he faw fuch fymptoms of
tumult and infolence, that he put back and returned to

that fortrefs ™, The feditious peafants, meanwhile, fa-
voured by the populace of London, had broken into the

city ; had burned the duke of Lancafter’s palace of the
Savoy ; cut off the heads of all the gentlemen whom they

laid hold of ; expreffed a particular animofity againft the
lawyers and attornies ; and pillaged the warehoufes of the

rich merchants ", A great body of them quartered them-

felves at Mile-end ; and the king, finding no defence in

the Tower, which was weakly garrifoned, and ill fupplied

with provifions, was obliged to go out to them, and afk

their demands. They required a general pardon, the
abolition of flavery, freedom of commerce in market-

towns without toll or impoft, and a fixed rent on lands
inftead of the fervices due by villenage. Thefe requefts,
which, though extremely reafonable in themfelves, the
nation was not fufficiently prepared to receive, and which

it was dangerous to haye extorted by violence, were how-

ever complied with; charters to that purpofe were granted

them 3 and this body immediately difperfed and returned

to their feveral homes °,

During this tranfaétion, another body of the rebels
had broken into the Tower; had murdered Simon Sud-
bury, the primate, and chancellor, with Sir Robert Hales,
the treafurer, and fome other perfons of diftinétion ; and
continued their ravages in the city », 'The king, paffing
along Smithfield, very flenderly guarded, met with Wat

! Froiffard, liv, 2. chap. 74. m ]bid. chap, 75. n Thid,
shap. 76, Walfingham, p. 248, 249, ® Froiffard, liv, 2. chap. 77.
¥ Walfingham, p, 250, 251,

Thyler,
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e ;’Vﬁ P-Tyler, at the head of thefe rioters, and entered into 2
‘- conference with him., Tyler, having ordered his com-
#38%  panions to retire till he fhould give them a fignal, after
which they were to murder all the company except the
king himfelf, whom they were to detain prifoner, feared
not to come into the midft of the royal retinue.  He there
behaved himfelf in fuch a manner, that Walworth, the
mayor of London, not able to bear his infolence, drew
his fword, and ftruck him fo violent a blow as brought
him to the ground, where he was inftantly difpatched by
others of the king’s attendants. ‘The mutineers, feeing
their leader fall, prepared themfelves for revenge ; and this
whole company, with the king himfelf, had undoubtedly
perifhed on the fpot, had it not been for an extraordinary
prefence of mind, which Richard difcovered on the oc-
cafion. He ordered his company to ftop ; he advanced
alone towards the enraged multitude ; and accofting them
with an affable and intrepid countenance, he afked them,
¢ What is the meaning of this diforder, my good people ?
¢ Are ye angry that ye have loft your leader? I am
* your king: I will be your leader.” - The populace,
overawed by his prefence, implicitly followed him: He
led them into the fields, to prevent any diforder which
might have arifen by their continuing in the city :
Being there joined by Sir Robert Knolles and a body of
well armed veteran foldiers, who had been fecretly drawn
together, he ftritly prohibited that officer from falling
on the rioters, and committing an undiftinguifhed flaugh-
ter upon them; and he peaceably difmiffed them with
the {ame charters, which had been granted to ‘their fel-
lows 9. Soon after, the nobility and gentry, hearing
of the king’s danger, in which they were all involved,
flocked to London, with their adherents and retainers
and Richard took the field at the head of an army 40,000

4 Froiffard, vol. ii. chap. 77, Walfingham, p, 252, Knyghton, p. 2637,
ftrong.
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ftrong *. It then be.hoved all the rebels to fubmit : TheC }*:V.?I P.
charters of enfranchifement and pardon were revoked by A
parliament ; the low people were reduced to the fame 138
flavifh condition as before ; and feveral of the ringleaders
were feverely punifhed for the late diforders. Some were
even executed without procefs or form of law ¢, It was
pretended, that the intentions of the mutineers had been
to feize the king’s perfon, to carry him through England
at their head, to murder all the nobility, gentry, and
lawyers, and even all the bithops and priefts, except the
mendicant friars ; to difpatch afterwards the king him=
felf ; and having thus reduced all to a level, to order the
kingdom at their pleafure®. It is not impoffible, but
many of them, in the delirium of their firft fuccefs, might
have formed fuch proje€ts : But of all the evils incident to
human fociety, the infurrections of the populace, when
not raifed and fupported by perfons of higher quality, are
the leaft to be dreaded: The mifchiefs, confequent to
an abolition of all rank and diftin&ion, become fo great,
that they are immediately felt, and foon bring affairs
back to their former order and arrangement.

A vouTH of fixteen, (which was at this time the
king’s age) who had difcovered fo much courage, pre-
fence of mind, and addrefs, and had fo dexteroufly eluded
the violence of this tumult, raifed great expeétations in the
nation ; and it was natural to hope, that he would, in the
courfe of his life, equal the glories, which had fo uni-
formly attended his father and his grandfather, in all their
undertakings. But in proportion as Richard advanced in 1385,
years, thefe hopes vanifhed; and his want of capacity,
at leaft of folid judgment, appeared in every' enterprize,
which he attempted. The Scots, fenfible of their own
deficiency in cavalry, had applied to the regency of

T Walfingham, p.267. 5. & Rich, II. cap, ult, as quoted in the
pbfervations on ancient flatutes, p, 262, t Walfingham, p. 263.
Charles
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C H A P. Charles VI.; and John de Vienne, admiral of France,

XVil.

\—,— had been fent over with a body of 1500 men at arms, to

1385,

fupport them in their incurfions againft the Englifh,
The danger was now deemed by the king’s uncles fome-
what ferious ; and a numerous army of 60,000 men was
levied ; and they marched into Scotland, with Richard
himfelf at their head. The Scots did not pretend to
make refiftance againft fo great a force: They abandoned
without fcruple their country to be pillaged and deftroyed
by the enemy: And when de Vienne exprefled his fur-
prize at this plan of operations, they told him, that all
their cattle was driven into the forefts and faftnefles ; that
their houfes and other goods were of fmall value ; and
that they well knew how to compenfate any Joffes
which they might fuftain in that refpedt, by making
an incurfion into England. Accordingly, when Rich-
ard entered Scotland by Berwic and the eaft coaft,
the Scots, to the number of 30,000 men, attended by
the French, entered the borders of England by the weft,
and carrying their ravages through Cumberland, Weft-
moreland, and Lancafhire, collected a rich booty, and
then returned in tranquillity to their own country. Rich-
ard meanwhileadvanced towards Edinburgh, and deftroy-
ed in his way all the towns and villages on each fide of
him: He reduced that city to afhes: He treated in the
fame manner, Perth, Dundee, and other places in the
low countries ; but when he was advifed to march towards
the weft coaft, to await there the return of the enemy,
and to take revenge on them for their devaftations, his
impatience to return to England, and enjoy his ufual plea-
fures and amufements, outweighed every confideration ; and
he led back his army without effeGing any thing by all thefe
mighty preparations. The Scots, foon after, finding the
heavy bodies of French cavalry very ufelefs in that deful-
tory kind of war, to which they confined themfelves,

treated
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treated their allies fo ill; that the French returned home; CH A P,
: : : XVII

much difgufted with the country, and with the manners of _ ",

its inhabitants . And the Englifh, though they regretted  133s.

the indolence and levity of their king, faw themfelves for

the future fecured againft any dangerous invafion from

that quarter. :

Bur it was fo material an intereft of the French court 1386.
to wrett the fea-port towns from the hands of their ene-
my, that they refolved to attempt it by fome other expe-
dient, and found no means fo likely as an invafion of
England itfelf. They collected a great fleet and army at
Sluife ; for the Flemings were now in alliance with them :
All the nobility of France were engaged in this enter.
prize: The Englifh were kept in alarm : Great prepara-
tions were made for the reception of the invaders: And
though the difperfion of the French fhips by a ftorm, and
the taking of many of them by the Englifh, before the
embarkation of the troops, freed the kingdom from the
prefent danger, the king and council were fully fenfible,
that this perilous fituation might every moment return
upon them ¥,

THERE were two circumftances chiefly, which en-
gaged the French at this time to think of fuch attempts.
The one was the abfence of the duke of Lancafter, who
had carried into Spain the flower of the Englifh military
force, in profecution of his vain claim to the crown of
Caftile ; an enterprize, in which, after fome promifing
fuccefs, he was finally difappointed : The other was, the

violent diffentions and diforders, which had taken place
in the Englith government.

THE fubjeftion, in which Richard was held by his.
uncles, particularly by the duke of Glocefter, a prince of
* Froiffard, liv. 2. chap, 149, 150, &c. liv. 8. chap. g2. Walfingham,

p. 316, 317, W Froiffard, liv. 3. chap. 41. §3. Walfingham,
Pe 322, 323.

atbition




HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

€ H A P.ambition and genius, though it was not unfuitable to his

XVIIL

[ g years an

1386,

Pifcontent
of the ba-
zons,

d flender capacity, was extremely difagreeable to
his violent temper; and he foon attempted to fhake off
the yoke impofed upon him. Robert de Vere, earl of
Oxford, a young man of a noble family, of an agree-
able figure, but of diffolute manners, had acquired an
entire afcendant over him; and governed him with an
abfolute authority. The king fet fo little bounds to his
affeétion, that he firft created his favourite marquis of
Dublin, a title before unknown in England, then duke
of Ireland ; and transferred to him by patent, which was
confirmed in parliament, the entire fovereignty for life of
that ifland *. He gave him in marriage his coufin-german,
the daughter of Ingelram de Couci, earl of Bedford ; but
foon after he permitted him to repudiate that lady, though
of an ynexceptionable charater, and to marry a foreign-
er, a Bohemian, with whom he had become enamoured 7.
Thefe public declarations of attachment turned the atten-
tion of the whole court towards the minion : All favours
pafled through his hands : Accefs to the king could only
be obtained by his mediation : And Richard feemed to take
no pleafure in royal authority, but fo far as it enabled him
to load with favours and titles and dignities this object of
his affe¢tions.

THE jealoufy of power immediately produced an ani=
mofity between the minion and his creatures on the one
band, and the princes of the blood and chief nobility on
the other ; and the ufual complaints againft the infolence
of favourites were loudly echoed, and greedily received, in
every part of the kingdom. Moubray earl of Notting-
ham, the marefchal, Fitz-Alan earl of Arundel, Piercy
earl of Northumberland, Montacute earl of Salifbury,
Beauchamp earl of Warwic, were all conneted with each

* Cotton, p. 310, 311, Cox’s Hift. of Ireland, p, 129, Walfingham,
P 3240 ¥ Walfingham, p, 328,

2 other,
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other, and with the princes, by friendfhip or alliance, C H A P.
and ftill more by their common antipathy to thofe who ii__,;
had eclipfed them in the king’s favour and confidence, No  1386.
longer kept in awe by the perfonal chara&er of the prince,

they {corned to fubmit to his minifters ; and the method,

which they took to redrefs the grievance complained of,

well fuited the violence of the age, and proves the defpe-

rate extremities, to which every oppofition was fure to

be inftantly carried.

MicHAEL DE LA PoLE, the prefent chancellor, and
lately created earl of Suffolk, was the fon of an eminent
merchant ; but had rifen by his abilities and valour dur-
ing the wars of Edward IIL. had acquired the friendfhip
of that monarch, and was efteemed the perfon of greateft
experience and capacity among thofe who were attached
to the duke of Ireland and the king’s fecret council,
The duke of Glocefter, who had the houfe of commons
at his devotion, impelled them to exercife that power
which they feem firft to have afflumed againft lord Lati-
mer during the declining years of the late king ; and an
impeachment againft the chancellor was carried up by
them to the houfe of peers, which was no lefs at his de-
votion. The king forefaw the tempeft preparing againft
him and his minifters. After attempting in vain to roufe
the Londoners to his defence, he withdrew from parlia-
ment, and retired with his court to Eltham. The par-
liament fent a deputation, inviting him to return, and
threatening, that, if he perfifted in abfenting himfelf,
they would immediately diffolve, and leave the nation,
though at that time in imminent danger of a French in-
vafion, without any fupport or fupply for its defence, At
the fame time, a member was encouraged to call for the
record, containing the parliamentary depofition of Ed-
ward II. ; a plain intimation of the fate, which Richard,
if he continued refraftory, had reafon to expect from

them.
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C H A P.them. The king, finding himfelf unable to refift,; was

XVIIL.

f y content to

1386.

flipulate, that, except finifhing the prefent
impeachment againft Suffolk, no attack fhould be made
upon any other of his minifters ; and on that condition;
he returned to the parliament 2.

NoTHING can prove more fully the innocence of Suf-
folk, than the frivoloufnefs of the crimes, which his
¢nemies, in the prefent plenitude of their power, thought
proper to obje& againft him 2. It was alledged, that be-
ing ‘chancellor, and obliged by his oath to confult the
king’s profit, he had purchafed lands of the crown below
their true value ; that he had exchanged with the king
a perpetual annuity of 400 marks a year, which he in=
herited from his father, and which was afligned upon the
cuftoms of the port of Hull, for lands of an equal in-
come ; that having obtained for his fon the priory of ' St.
Anthony, which was formerly poffefied by a Frenchman,
an enemy, and a f{chifmatic, and a new prior being at
the fame time named by the pope, he had refufed to ad-
mit this perfon, whofe title was not legal, till he made &
compofition with his fon, and agreed to pay him a hun-
dred pounds a year from the income of the benefice;

~thathe had purchafed, from one Tydeman of Limberchy

an old and forfeited annuity of fifty pounds a-year upon
the crown, and had engaged the king to admit that bad
debt ; and that, when created earl of Suffolk, he had
obtained a grant of 500 pounds a~year, to {upport the
dignity of that title ®. Even the proof of thefe articlesy

Z See note [B] at the end of the volume. a Cotton, p. 315,
Knyghton, p. 2683,

b Jt is probable that the ear! of Suffolk was not rich, nor able to fupport
the dignity without the bounty of the crown: For his father, Michael de la
Pole, though a great merchant, had been ruined by lending money to the
late king, See Cotton, p, 194. We may remark that the dukes of Glo=
cefterand York, though vaftly rich, received at the fame time each of themr
a thoufand pounds a ycar, to fupport their dignity, Rymer, vol. vii, p» 431+
Cotton, p. 310,

frivolous
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ey

frivolous as they are, was found very deficient upon theC H A ™
= |

trial : It appeared, that Suffolk had made no purchai‘e\__..ifl'_a
from the crown while he was chancellor, and that all his  1386-
bargains of that kind were made before he was advanced

to that dignity ¢. It is almoft needlefs to add, that he was
condemned, notwithftanding his defence; and that he

B o

was deprived of his office.

GrocesTer and his aflociates obferved their f{tipu-
lation with the king, and attacked no more of his mini-
fters : But they immediately attacked himfelf and his
royal dignity, and framed a commiflion after the model
of thofe, which had been attempted almoft in every reign
fince that of Richard I. and which had always been at-
tended with extreme confufiond, By this commiffion,
which was ratified by parliament, a council of fourteen
petfons was appointed, all of Glocefter’s falion, except
Nevil, archbifhop of York: The fovereign power was
transferred to thefe men for a.twelvemonth: The king,
who had now reached the twenty-firft year of his age,
was in reality dethroned : The ariftocracy was rendered
fupreme : And though the term of the commiffion was
limited, it was ui/ to forefee, that the intentions of the
party were to render it perpetual, and that power would
with great difficulty be wrefted from thofe grafping hands,
to which it was once committed. Richard, however,
was obliged to fubmit: He figned the commiffion, which
violence had extorted from him ; he took an oath never
to infringe it and though at the end of the feffion he
publickly entered a prote {t, that the prerogatives of the
crown, notwithftanding his late conceffion, fthould fhll
be deemed entire and L'lnu‘\pd‘.f{d e, the new commiffion-
ers, without regarding this declaration, proceeded to the
exercife of their authority.

¢ Cotton, p, 315 d Knygliton, p, 2686, Statutes at large,
10 Rich. IL chap, i, ¢ Cotton, p. 318,

Vou. IIL e THE
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Tur king, thus difpofleffed of royal power, was foosk

‘i fenfible of the contempt, into which he was fallen. His

13873
Civil com-
motions.

favourites and minifters, who were as yet allowed to re-
main about his perfon, failed not to aggravate the injury,
which, without any demerit on his part, had been offer-
ed tohim. And his eager temper was of itfelf fufficiently
inclined to feck the means, both of recovering his autho=
rity, and of revenging himfelf on thofe who had invaded
it. Asthe houfe of commons appeared now of weight in
the conftitution, he fecretly tried fome expedients for pro=
euring a favourable ele&ion: He founded fome of the
theriffs, who, being at that time both the returning
officers, and magiftrates of great power in the counties, had
naturally confiderable influence in eleCtions f. But as moft
of them had been appointed by his uncles, either during his
minority, or duting the courfe of the prefent commiffion, he
found them in general averfe to his enterprize. The fenti-
ments and inclinations of the judges were more favourable
to him. He met at Nottincham Sir Robert Trefilian, chief
jufticeofthe King’s Bench, Sir Robert Belknappe, chief juf-
tice of the Common Pleas, Sir John Cary, chief baron of
the Exchequer, Holt, Fulthorpe, and Bourg, inferior juf-
tices, and Lockton, ferjeant at law ; and he propofed tothem
fome queries, which thefe lawyers, either from the influ=
ence of his authority or of reafon, made no fcruple of
anfwering in the way he defired. They declared, that
the late commiffion was derogatory to the royalty and
prerogative of the king; that thofe who procured it, or
advifed the king to confent to it, were punifhable with
death ; that thofe who neceflitated and compelled him
were guilty of treafon ; that thofe were equally criminal
who fhould perfeverc in maintaining it ; that the king has

We . 5 B C ")”’~'!1. 19
the nght of aiflolving parliaments at pleafure ; that the

¢

In the preamble to 5 Hensy IV, cap. vii, it is implied, that the fherifis

inted the members of the houle of commons, not only in

parliament,
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patliament, while it fits, muft firft proceed upon the king’s ¢ H A p.
el b s G = X
bufinefs; and that this affembly cannot without his con-___ ;
fent impeach any of his minifters and judgess. Eyen 1387
dccording to our prefent {trict maxims with regard to law
and theroyal prerogative, all thefe determinations, except
the two laft, appear juftifizble : And as the great privi=
leges of the commions, particularly that of impeathment
were hitherto new, and fupported by few precedents, there
want not plaufible reafons to juftify thefe opinions of the
judges b, They figned therefore their anfwer to the king’s
queries before the archbithops of York and Dublin, the
bifhops of Durham, Chichefter, and Bangor, the duke of
Ireland, theearl of Suffolk, and two other counfellors
2 b

of inferior quality.

Tue duke of Glocefter, and his adherents, foon got
intelligence of this fecret confultation, and were natu-
rally very much alarmed at it, They faw the king’s in-
tentions ; and they determined to prevent the execution
of them. As foon as he came to London, which, they
knew, was well difpofed to their party, they fecretly
aflembled their forces, and appeared in arms at Haringay -
park, near Highgate, with a power, which Richard and
his minifters were not able to refit. They fent him a
meflage by the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the lords

2 Knyghten; p.26¢g4. Ypod. Neuft, p, 541.

b The parliament in 1341, exacted of Edward 1lI. that, on the third
day of every fzfion, the king (hould refume all the great ofiices ; and that the
minifters thould then anfwer to any accufation that fhould be brought againtt
them ¢ Which plainly implies, that, while minifters, they could not be ac-
cufed or impeached in parliament. Henry 1V, told the commons, that the
ufage of parliament required them to go firft through the king's bufinefs
in granting fupplies; which ordéer the king intended not to alter, Parl. Hift.
vol. ii, p. 65. Upon the whele, it muft be allowed, that, according to ancient
praclice and principles, there are at leaft plaufible grounds for all thefe opi-
nions of the Judges. It muft be remarked, that this affirmation of Henry IV,
s, who were much

efs

was given deliberately, after confulting the houfe of pe
better acquainted with the ufage of patliament than the ignorant commons,
And it has the greater authority, becaufe Henry IV. had made this very
principle a confiderable article of charge againft his predeceffor ; and that a
very few years before.  So ill grounded were moft of the imputations thrown
en the unhappy Richard!

C2 Lovel,
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¢ H A P.Tovel, Cobham, and Devereux, and demanded, that the
_,,:il_; perfons whe had fe -duced him by their pernicious counfel,
1387.  and were traitors both to him and to the kingdom, {hould
be delivered up to them. A few days after, they appeared
in his prefence, armed and attended with armed followers ;
and they accufed by name the archbifhop of York, the
duke of Ireland, the ear] of Suffolk, Sir Robert Trefi-
Jian, and Sir Nicholas Brembre, as public and dangerous
enemies to the ftate. They thréw down their gauntlets
before the king, and ficrcely offered to maintain the truth
of their charge by duel. The perfons accufed, and all
the other obnexious minifters, had withdrawn or had con-
-ealed themfelves.

The duke of Ireland fled to Chefhire, and levied fome
forces, with which he advanced to relieve the king from
the violence of the nobles. Glocefter encountered him
in Oxfordfhire with much fuperior forces; routed hims
difperfed his followers, and obliged him to fly into the
Low-Countries; where he died in exile a few years after..

1188, The lords then appeared at London with an army of
3d Feb. 40,c00 men ; and having obliged the king to {ummon a
parliament, which was cntirely at their devotion, they
had full power, by obferving a few legal forms, to take
vengeance on all their enemies. = Five great peers, men

Expulfion or
execution of whofe combined power was able at any time to thake the

::f,,f‘;{:rgs throne, the duke of Glocefter, the Amg s uncle ; ‘theearl
of Derby, fonof the duke of Lancafter ; theearl of Arundel;
the earl of Warwic, and the earl of ‘\‘ottingham, marefchal
of England, entered before the parliament an accufation or
appe 11. as it was called, againft the five counfellors, whom
they had already accufed before the | king. The parliament,,
whooughttohave been judges, were not afhamed to impofe
an oath on 4 Il their members, by which they bound them-
felves tolive and ic w nh the lords appellants, and todefend:
themagainft all oppofition with their lives and fortunes .

h Cotton, py 122,

THE
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THE other proceedings were well fuited to the violenceC H A P.

VH.

and iniquity of the times. A charge, confifting of thirty- y

1388,

nine articles, was delivered in by the appellants; and as
none of the accufed counfellors, except Sir Nicholas
Brembre, was in cuftody, the reft were cited to appear ;
and upon their abfenting themfelves, the houfe of peers,
after a very fhort interval, without hearing a witnefs,
without examining a fa&, or deliberating on ene point
of law, declared them guilty of high treafon. Sir Nicho-
las Brembre, who was produced in court, had the ap
ance, and but’ the appearance, of a trial: The peers,
though they were not by law his proper judges, pronoun -

pear

ced, in a very fummary manner, fentence of death upon
him; and he was executed, together with Sir Robert
Trefilian, who had been difcovered and taken in the interval.

It would be tedious to recite the whole charge deli-
vered in againft the five counfellors ; which is to be met
with in feveral colleétions i. It is fufficient to obfervein
general, that, if we reafon upon the fuppofition, which
1s the true one, that the royal prerogative was invaded by
the commiflion extorted by the duke of Glocefter and his
aflociates, and that the king’s perfon was afterwards de-
tained in cuftody by rebels, many of the articles will ap-
pear, not only to imply no crime in the duke of Ireland
and the minifters, but to afcribe to them a&tions, which
were laudable, and which they were bound by their alle-
giance to perform. The few articles, impeaching the
conduct of thefe minifters before that commiffion, which
{fubverted the conftitution, and annihilated all juftice and
legal authority, are vague and general ; fuch as their en-
grofling the king’s favour, keeping his barons at a diftance
from him, obtaining unreafonable grants for themfelves
or their creatures, and diffipating the public treafure by
ufelefs expences. No violence is objected to them; no
particular illegal a& * ; no breach of any ftatute; and

i Knyghton, p. 2715g.  Tyrrel, vol. iii. pait 2. p. g9, from the records.
Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. i.p. 414.

* See note [C] at the end of the volume.
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their adminiftration may therefore be concluded to have
been fo far innocent and inoffenfive. All the diforders
indeed feem to have proceeded, not from any violation.of
the laws, or any minifterial tyranay 3 but merely from a
rivalthip of power, which the duke of Glocefter, and the
great nobility, agreeably to the genius of the times, car=
1ied to the utmofl extremity againft their opponents,
without any regard to reafon, juftice, or humanity.
BurT thefe were not the only deeds of violence com-
mitted during the triumph of the party. All the other
judges, who had figned the extrajudicial opinions at Not=
tingham, were condemned to death, and swere, as a grace
or favour, banifhed to Ireland ; though they pleaded the
fear of their lives, and the menaces of the king’s mini-
fters as their excufe. Lord Beauchamp of Holt, Sir
James Berners, and John Salifbury, were alfo tried and
condemned for high treafon; merely becaufe they had
attempted to defeat the late commiffion : But the life of
the latter was fpared.  The fate of Sir Simon Burley wag
more fevere : This gentleman was much beloved for his
perfonal merit, had diftinguifhed himfelf by many ho-
nourable attions ¥, was created knight of the garter, and
had been appointed governor to Richard, by the choice
of the late king and of the Black Prince : He had attended
his mafter from the earlieft infancy of that prince, and had
ever remained extremely attached to him : Yet all thefe
confiderations could not fave him from falling a victim
to Glocefter’s vengeance. This execution, more than
all the others, made a deep impreffion on the mind of
Richard: His queen too (for he was already married to
the fifter of the emperor Winceflaus, king of Bohemia)
interefted herfelf in behalf of Burley : She remained three
k At leaft this is the charaer given of him by Froiffard, liv, 2. who knew
bi::; perfonally: Walbingham, p. 334.givesa very different charaéter of him ;
but he is a writer fomewhat paffionate and partial ; and the choice made of
this gentleman by Edward III. and the Black Prince for the education of
Richard, makes the charaller given him by Froiffard, much more probable,’

hours
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fiours on her knees before the duke of Glocefter, pleadingC X’VAI
for that gcntlcman’s life; but though fhe was become ex-x_._,f_.._;
tremely popular by her amiable qualities, which had 1388,
acquired her the appellation of #he good queen Anne ; her
petition was fternly reje¢ted by the inexorable tyrant.

Tue parliament concluded this violent fcene by a de-
claration, that none of the articles, decided on thefe trials
to be treafon, fhould ever afterwards be drawn into pre-
cedent by the judges, who were ftill to confider the fta-
tute of the twenty-fifth of Edward as the rule of their
decifions. The houfe of lords feem not at that time to
have known or acknowledged the principle, that they
themfelves were bound, in their judicial eapacity, to fol-
fow the rules, which they, in conjunction with the king
and commons, had eftablithed in their legiflative*. It
was alfo enated, that every one fhould fwear to the per-
petual maintenance and fupport of the forfeitures and at-
tainders, and of all the other a&s pafled during this par-
liament. The archbifhop of Canterbury added the penalty
of excommunication, as a farther fecurity to thefe violent
tranfactions. :

It might naturally'be expected, that the king, being  1389.
reduced to fuch flavery by the combination of the princes
and chief nobility, and having appeared fo unable to de-
fend his fervants from the cruel effeéts of their refent-
ment, would long remain in fubjection to them ; and
never would recover the royal power, without the moft
violent ftruggles and convulfions : But the event proved
contrary. In lefs than a twelvemonth, Richard, who
was in his twenty-third year, declared in council, that,
as he had row attained the full age, which entitled him
to govern by his own authority his kingdom and houfe-
kold, he refolved to exercife his right of fovercignty ;

# S:e note [D] at the end of the volume,

C 4 and
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C H A P.gnd when no one ventured to contradict fo reafonable an
L__f‘_fi_,mtenuon he deprived Fitz-Alan archbifthop of Canter-
33%9. bury of the dignity of chancellor, and beftowed that high
office on William of Wickham, bifhop of Winchefter ;

the bifhop of Hereford was difplaced from the office of
treafurer, the earl of Arundel from that of admiral ; even

the duke of Glocefter and the earl of Warwic were re-

moved for a time from the council: And no oppo-

fition was made to thefe great changes. 'The hiftory of

this reign is imperfect, and little to be depended on ; ex-

cept where it is fupported by public records: And it is

not eafy for us to affign the reafon of this unexpected

event, Perhaps, fome fecret animofities, naturally to be
expecied in that fituation, had creeped in among the

great men, and had enabled the king to recover his au-
thority, Perhaps, the violence of their former proceed-
ings had loft them the affetions of the people, who foon
repent of any cruel extremities, to which they are car-
rled by their leaders. However this may be, Richard
exercifed with moderation the authority which he had re-
fumed. He fecmed to be entirely reconciled to his uncles!
and the other great men, of whom he had fo much reafon
to complain : He ncver attempted to recal from banifh-
ment the duke of Ireland, whom he found fo obnoxious
to them: He confirmed by proclamation the general
pardon, which the parliament had paffed for all offences:
And he courted the affe@ions of the people, by volun-
tarily remitting fome fubfidies, which had been granted
him ; a remarl

le, and a‘moLL nsu?ax inftance of {uch
generofity.

ArTER this compofure of domefltic differences, and
this rcf’comt:(n of the government te its patural ftate,
there pafles an interval of eight years, which affords not

many remarkable events, The duke of Lanc:

I ree

1 Dugdale, vel. ii. p, 179,
; turned
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turned from Spain ; having refigned to his rival all pre. CH AP
tenfions to the crown of Caftile upon payment of a large ;mm\,...;'
fum of money ®, and having married his daughter, Phi- 13%g.
lippa, to the king of Portugal. 'T'he authority of this
prince ferved to counterbalance that of the duke of Glo-
cefter, and fecured the power of Richard, who paid great
court-to his eldeft uncle, by whom he had never been
offended, and whom he found more moderate in his tem-
per than the younger.. He made a ceflion to-him for life
of the dutchy of Guienne®, which the inclinations and
changeable humour of the Gafeons had reftored ito the
Englifh government ; but as they remonftrated - loudly
againft this deed, it was finally, with the duke’s confent,
revoked by Richard?%  T'here happened an incident,
which produced a diflention between Lancafter and his
two brothers. After the death of the Spanifh princefs,
he efpoufed Catharine Swineford, daughter of a private
knight of Hainault, by whofe alliance, York and Glo-
cefter thought the dignity of their family much injured :
But the king gratified his uncle by paffing in parliament
a charter of legitimation to the children whom that lady
had born him before marriage, and by creating the eldeft
earl of Somerfet ?,
‘THE wars, meanwhile, which Richard had inherited

with his crown, ftill continued ; though interrupted by
frequent truces, according to the practice of that age,
and conducted with little vigour, by reafon of the weak-
nefs of all parties. The French war was {carcely heard
of ; the tranquillity of the northern borders was only in-
errupted by one inroad of the Scots, which proeeeded
more from a rivalthip between the two martial families of
Piercy and Douglas, than from any national quarrel : A
fierce battle or fkirmifth was fought at Otterborne 9, in

m Knyghton, p. 2697, Walfingham, p. 342, » Rymer,
vol. vii, p. 659, o Tbid, p. 687, P Cotton, ps 3635
Walfingham, p. 352, 9 15th Auguft, 1388,

which
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CH A Powhich young Piercy, firnamed Hotfpur, from his impe-

XV

L_ﬁ,___/tuous valour, was taken prifoner, and Douglas flain;

1389.

3396,

and the viory remained undecided r. Some infurrec-
tions of the Irifh obliged the king to make an expcdition
into that country, w thh he reduced to obedience; and
he recovered, in fome degree, by this enterprize, hls cha-
sracter of courage, which had fuffered a little by the in-
activity of his reign. At laft, the Englith and French
courts began to think in earneft of a lafting peace; but
found it fo difficult to adjuft their oppofite pretenfions,
that'they were content to eftablifh a truce of twenty-five
years ¢ ¢ Breft and Cherbourg were reftored, the former
to the duke of -Britanny, . the latter to the king of Na-
varre:: Both parties were left in pofleflion of all the other
places which they held at the time of concluding the
truce : And:to render the amity between the two crowns
more durable, Richard, who was now a widower, was
affianced to Ifabella, the daughter of Charlest. ~ This
princefs was only feven years of age ; but the king agreed
to fo unecqual a matchy “chiefly that he mtht fortify
himfelf by this alliance, againft the enterprizes of his
uncles and the incurable. turbulence as well as incon-
ftancy of his barons. '

TuE adminiftration of the king, though it was not,
in this interval, fullied by any unpopular a&t, except the
feizing of the charter of London u," which was foon after
reftored, tended not much to corroborate his autherity ;
and his perfonal charalter brought him into contempt,
even while his public government appeared, in a good
meafure, unexceptionable. Indolent, profufe, addx&ed to
low pleafures ; he fpent his whole time in feafting and
jollity, and diffipated, in idle fhow, or in bounties to fa-
vourites of no reputation, that revenue which the people

T Froiffard, Iiv. 3. chap. 124, 125,126, “Wallingham, p. 355.
5 Rymer, vol vii, p. 820, t lbid, p, 817,

- Nalh
8 Ibid. pe 727, ‘Wal « 347,

expecled
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expelted to fee him employ in enterprizes directed to C H A P.
public honour and advantage. He forgot his rank by ad- L_...\,.__J
mitting all men to his familiarity ; and he was not fen- 1356
fible, that their acquaintance with the qualities of his

mind was not able to imprefs them with the refpet,

which he negle&ed to preferve from his birth and ftation.

The earls of Kent and Huntingdon, his half brothers,

were his chief confidents ‘and favourites ; and though he

never devoted himfelf to”them with fo profufe an affec-

tion as that with which he had formerly been attached to

the duke of Ireland, it was eafy for men to fee, that every

grace pafled through their hands, and that the king had

rendered himfelf a mere cypher in the government. The

fmall regard, which the public bore to his perfon, difpofed

them to murmur agzainft his adminiftration, and to receive

with greedy cars every complaint, which the difcontented

or ambitious grandees fuggefted to them,

GrocEsTER foon perceived the advantages, which this sor
diffolute conduét gave him; and finding, that both re- the duke of
fentment and jealoufy on the part of his ncphew fill pre—G’“‘ﬁc"'
vented him from acquiring any afcendant over that prince,
he determined to cultivate his popularity with the nation,
and to revenge himfelf on thofe who eclipfed him in fa-
vour and authority. He feldom appeared at court or in
council : He never declared his opinion but in order to
difapprove of the meafures embraced by the king and
his favourites: And he courted the friendfhip of every
man, whom difappointment or private refentment had
rendered an cnemy to the adminiftration. The long
truce with France was unpopular with the Englith, who
bréathed nothing but war againft that hoftile nation ; and
Glocefter took care to encourage all the vulgar preju-
dices, which prevailed on this fubject. Forgetting the
misfortuncs, which attended the Englifh arms during the

later
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later years of Edward ; he made an invidious comparifon

sbetween the glories of that reign and the inactivity of the

prefenty and he lamented that Richard thould have dege-
nerated fo much from the herpic virtues by which his father
and his grandfather were diftinguithed, The military
men wcrchinﬂamed with a defire of war, when they heard
him talk of the fignal victories formerly obtained, and of
the ealy prey which might be made of French riches
by the fuperior valour of the Englith: The populace rea-
dily embraced the fame fentiments: And all men ex-
claimed, that this prince, whofe counfels were fo much
neglefted, was the true fupport of Englifh honour, and
alone able to raife the nation to its former power and
iplendor, His great abilities, his popular manners, his
princely extraltion, his immenfe riches, his high office of
conftable v ; all thefe advantages, not a little affifted by
his want of court-favour, gave him a mighty authority in
the kingdom, and rendered him formidable to Richard
and his minifters,

Froissarp *, a contemporary writer and very impar-
tial, but whofe credit is fomewhat impaired by his want
of exaétnefs in material fa@s, afcribes to the duke of
Glocefter more defperate views, and fuch as were totally
incompatible with the government and domefic tranquil-
lity of the nation. According to that hiftorian, he pro-
pofed to his nephew, Roger Mortimer, earl of Marche,
whom Richard had declared his fucceffor, to give him
mmmediate pofleffion of the throne, by the depofition of a
prince, fo unworthy of power and authority : And when
Mortimer declined the project, he refolved to make a
partition of the kingdom between himfelf, his two bro-
thcr‘s, and the earl of Arundel ; and entirely to dif-
pollefs Richard of the crown. The kingy it is faid, being

informed of thefe defigns, faw that either his own ruin

¥ Rymer, vol. vii. p. 152. X Liv, 4. chap, 86,

or
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or that of Glocefter was inevitable; and he refolved, by € Q“;‘LP-
a hafty blow, to prevent the ekecution of fuch deftructive ———
projectss This is' certain, that Glocefter, by his own 27
confeffion, had often affeted to fpeak contemptuoufly of
the king’s perfon and government ; had deliberated con-
cerning the lawfulnefs of throwing off allegiance to him
and had even born part in a fecret conference, where his
depofition was propofed, and talked of, and determined v :
But it is reafonable to think, that his fchemes were not
fo far advanced as to make him refolve on putting them im-
mediately in execution. ‘The danger, probably, was ftill
too diftant to render a defperate remedy entirely neceflary
for the fecurity of government.
Bu't whatever opinion we may form of the danger arifing
from Glocefter’s confpiracies, his averfion to the French
truce and alliance was public and avowed ; and that.court,
which had now a great influence over the king, puthed
him to provide for his own fafety, by punifhing the trai-
terous defigns of his uncle,  The refentment againft his
former aéls of violence revived ; the fenfe of his refrac-
tory and uncompliant behaviour was ftill recent; and a
man, whofe ambition had ence ufurped royal authority,
and who had murdered all the faithful fervants of the
king, was thought capable, on a favourable opportunity,
of renewing the fame criminal enterprizes. - ‘T'he king’s
precipitate temper admitted of no deliberation : He or=
dered Glocefter to be unexpectedly arrefted ; to be hurried
on board a thip which was lying in the river; and to be
carried over to Calais, where alone, by reafon of his nume-

¥ Cotten, p, 378. Tyrrel, vol. iii. part 2. p. 972, from the records. - Par-
liamentary Hiftory, vol, i, p. 473. That this confeffion was genuine, and
obtained without violence, may be entirely depended on.. Judge Rickbill, who
brought it over from Calais, was tried on that account, and acquitted in the
firlt parliament of Henry IV, when Glocefter’s party was prevalent. His ac-
quittal, notwithftanding his innocence, may even appear marvellous, contider=
ing the times. ~See Cotton, pi 393 :

ous
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€ H A P.rous partizans, he could fafely be detained in cuftody #;

XVIiIL

& , The earls of Arundel and -Warwic were feized at the

L

27th Sept.

fame tithe: The malcontents, fo: fuddenly deprived of
their leaders, were  aftonifhed and overawed :. And the
concurrence of the dukes of Lancafter and York in thofe
meafures, together with the earls of Derby and Rutland,
the eldeft fons of thefe princes?; bereaved them of alk
poflibility of refiftance.

A PARLIAMENT was immediately fummoned at Weft-
minfter ; and the king doubted not to find the peers, and
ftill more the commons; very compliant with his wilk
"T'his houfe had in a former parliament giverr him very
fenfible proofs of their attachment* ; and the prefent
fuppreflion of Gloeefter’s party made him ftill more af-
fured of a favourable elefion. As a farthér expedient
for that purpofe, he is alfo {2id to have employed the in«
fluence of the fheriffs ; a pratice which, though not un+
ufual, gave umbrage, but which the eftablifhed authority
of that affembly rendered afterwards ftill more familiar to
the nation. Accordingly, the parliament pafled whatever
alts the king was pleafed to ditate to them b : They an-
nulled for ever the commiflion which ufurped upon the royal
autherity, and they declared it treafonable to attempt, in
any future period, the revival of any fimilar commiffion © :
They abrogated all the a&s, which attainted the king’s
minifters, and which that parliament who paffed them,
and the whole nation, had fworn inviolably to maintain :
And they declared the general pardon then granted to be
invalid, as extorted by force, and never ratified by the
free confent of the king. 'Though Richard, after he re-
fumed the government, and lay no longer under conftraint,

Z Froillard, liv, 4. chap. go. Walling. p. 354, a2 Rymer,
vol. viii. p. 7. ¥ Sece note [E] at the end of the volume.

b The nobles brought numercus retainers with them to give them fécurity,
as we are told by Walfisgham, p: 354. The king had only a few Chefhire
men for his guard. ¢ Statutes at Large, 21 Richard I

had
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had voluntarily, by proclamation, confirmed that general CX” ﬁ ¥
RICHESS e )
to merit any confideration, Even a particular pardon %397

granted {ix years after to the earl of Arundel, was an-
nulled by parliament ; on pretence, that it had been pro-

indemnity ; this circumftance feemed not, in thei

cured by furprize, and that the king was not then ful ly
apprized of the degree of guilt incurred by that no-
bleman.

‘THE commons then preferred an impeachment againft
Fitz-Alan, archbifhop of Canterbury, and brother to
Arundel, and accufed him for his concurrence in pro-
curing the illegal commiffion; and in attainting the king’s
minifters. The primate pleaded guilty ; but as he was
protected by the ecclefiaftical privileges, the king was
fatisfied with a fentence, which banifhed him the king-
dom, and fequeftered his temporalities?. An appeal or
accufation was prefented againft the duke of Gloeefter,
and the earls of Arundel and Warwic, by the earls of
Rutland, Kent, Huntingdon, Somerfet, Salifbury, and
Nottingham, together with the lords Spencer and Scrope,
and they wer agcufgd of the fame crimes which had been
imputed to the archbithop, as well as of their appearance
againft the king in a hoftile manner at Haringay-park.
The earl of Arundel, who was brought to the bar, wifely
confined all his defence to the pleading of both the gene-
ral and particular pardon of the king ; but his plea being
over-ruled, he was condemned, and executede. 'The
earl of Warwic, who was alfo conviéted of high treafon,
was, on account of ‘m {ubmiflive behaviour, pardoned as
to his life, but doomed to perpe tual banithment in the Ifle
of Man. No new 2

eafon were imputed to-either
of thefe noblemen. The only crimes, for which they
were condemned, were the old attempts againft the crown
which feemed to be obliterated, both by the diftance of

1 "Co'tan, p. §£8. e
Walfing, p. 3

Froiffard, liv. 4. chap. go.

/ fime,
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time, and by repeated pardonsf. The reafons of this

\— — method of proceeding, it is difficult to conjecture. The

3397-

Murder of
the duke of
Gilocefier.

recent confpiracies of Glocefter feem certain from his own
confeflion : But, perhaps, the king and miniftry had not,
at-that time, in their hands, any fatisfaGory proof of their
reality; perhaps, it was difficult to convict Arundel and
Warwie, of any participation in them ; perhaps, an en-
quiry into thefe confpiracies would have involved in the
guilt fome of thofe great noblemen, who now concurred
with the crown, and whom it was neceflary to cover from
all imputation ; or perhaps, the king, according to the
genius of the age, was indifferent about maintaining even
the appearance of law and equity, and was only folici-
tous by any means to enfure fuccefs in thefe profecutions.
This point, like many others in ancient hiftory, we are
obliged to leave altogether undetermined.

A warRrRANT was iflucd to the ear] Marfhal, gover-
nor of Calais, to bring over the duke of Gloeefter, in
order to his trial ; but the governor returned for anfwer,
that the duke had died fuddenly of an apoplexy in that
fortrefs, Nothing could be more fufpicious, from the
time, than the circumftances of that prince’s death: It
became immediately the general opinion, that he was
murdered by orders from his nephew : In the fubfequent
reign undoubted proofs were produced in parliament, that
he had been fufocated with pillows by his keepers®: And
it appeared, that the king, apprehenfive left the public trial
and execution of fo popular a prince, and fo near a rela-
tion, might prove both dangerous and invidious, had
taken this bafe method of gratifying, and, as he fancied,
concealing, his revenge upon him. Both parties, in
their fucceffive triumphs, feem to have had no farther
concern than that of retaliating upon their adverfaries

f Tyrrel, vol. iii. part 2. p. g68. from the records, g Cotton,
P- 3995 400. Dugdale, vol, ii. p. 171.

6 and
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anid neither of them were aware, that, by imitating, theyC H A P.

indireétly juftified, as far as it lay in their power, all the_:_i”'
illegal violence of the oppofite party. 1397

THis feflion concluded with the creation or advance-
ment of feveral peers: The ear] of Derby was made duke
of Hereford ; the earl of Rutland, duke of Albemarle ;
the earl of Kent, duke of Surrey; the earl of Hunting-
don, duke of Exeter; the earl of Nottingham, duke of
Norfolk ; the earl of Somerfet, marquis of Dorfet ; lord
Spenfer, ear] of Glocefter ; Ralph Nevil, earl of Weft-
moreland ; Thomas Piercy, earl of Worcefter ; William
Scrope, earl of Wiltfhire®, 'The parliament, after a
fefion of twelve days, ‘was adjourned to Shrewfbury.
The king, before the departure of the members, exacted
from them an oath for the perpetual maintenance and efta-
blithment of all their a&s; an oath, fimilar to that which
had formerly been required by the duke of Glocefter and
his party, and which had already proved fo vain' and
fruitlefs,

Born king and parliament met in the {ame di(pofitions 1398,
at Shrewfbury. So anxious was Richard for the fecurityzs‘h Jans
of thefe alls, that he obliged the lords and commons to
{wear anew to them on the crofs of Canterburyi; and
he foon after procured a bull from the pope, by which
they were, as he imagined, perpetually fecured and efta-
blithed ¥, T'he parliament, on the other hand, conferred
on him for /ife the duties on wool, wool-fells, and lea-
ther, and granted him befides, a fubfidy of one tenth and
a half, and one fifteenth and a half. They alfo reverfed
the attainder of T'refilian and the other judges; and with
the approbation of the prefent judges, declared the an-
fwers, for which thefe magiftrates had been impeached,

& Cotton, p. 370, 371, i Ibid, p. 3714 k Walfing.
P 358

Vor, lII, D fa
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to be juft and legal ' : And they carried fo far their re-
trofpet as to reverfe, on the petition of lord Spenfer,
earl of Glocefter, the attainder pronounced againft the
two Spenfers in the reign of Edward II™.  The ancient
hiftory of England is nothingbut a catalogue of reverfals :
Every thing is in fluCtuatien and movement : One fac~
tion is continually undoing what was eftablifhed by an-
other : And the multiplied oaths, which each party
exa&ed for the fecurity of the prefent alls, betray a per<
petual confcioufnefs of their inftability.

TuE parliament, before they were diflolved, elefteda
committee of twelve lords and fix commoners ", whom
they invefted with the whole power both of lords and
commons, and endowed with full authority to finifh all
bufinefs, which had been laid before the houfes, and
which they had not had leifure to bring to a conclufion .
This was an unufual conceflion; and though it was li-
mited in the objeét, might, either immediately or as a
precedent, have proved dangerous to the conftitution:
But the caufe of that extraordinary meafure was an event
fingular and unexpected, which engaged the attention of
the parliament.

AFTER the deftru&tion of the duke of Glocefter and
the heads of that party, a mifunderftanding broke out
among thofe noblemen, who had joined in the profecu-
tion ; and the king wanted either authority fufficient to
appeafe it, or forefight to preventit, The duke of Here-
ford appeared in parliament, and accufed the duke of Nor-

1 Statutes at large, 21 Rich, II. m Cotton, p.372.

n The names of the cormmiffioners were, the dukesef Lancafier, York,
Albemarle, Surrey, and Exeter, the marquis of Dorfet, the earls of March,
Salifbury, Nerthumberland, Glocefler, Winchefter, and Wiltfhire, John
Buflty, Henry Green, John Ruffel, Robert Teyne, Henry. Chelmefwicke,
and John Golofre. It is tobe remarked, that the duke of Lancaffer always
concurrred with the reft in all their procecdings, even in the banifhment of
bis fon, which was afterwards fo much complained of,

o Cotton, p.372: Walfing. p. 355

folk
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folk of having fpoken to him, in private, many flanderousC H A P.
words of the king; and of having imputed to that prince ___
an intention of fubverting and deftroying many of his 395
principal nobility ». Norfolk denied the charge, gave
Hereford the lie, and offered to prove his own innocence by

duel. The challenge was accepted: The time and place

of combat were appointed : And as the event of this im-
portant trial by arms might require the interpofition of
legiflative authority, the parliﬁment thought it more fuit-

able to delegate their power to a committee, than to pro-

long the feffion beyond the ufual time which cuftom and
general convenience had prefcribed to it 9.

THE duke of Hereford was certainly very little delicate
in the point of honour, when he revealed a private con-
verfation to the ruin of the perfon who had entrufted
him ; and we may thence be more inclined to believe the
duke of Norfolk’s denial, than the other’s afleveration.
But Norfolk had in thefe tranfa&ions betrayed an equal
negle& of honour, which brings him entirely on a level
with his antagonift. Though he had publicly joined
with the duke of Glocefter and his party in all the for-
mer als of violence againft the king; and his name
ftands among the appellants who accufed the duke of Ire-
land and the other minifters: Yet was he not athamed
publicly to impeach his fermer aflociates for “the very
crimes, which he had concurred with them in commit-
ting ; and his name encreafes the lift of thofe appellants
who brought them to a trial. Such were the principles
and practices of thofe ancient knights and barons during
the prevalence of the ariftocratical government, and the
xeign of chivalry.

P Cetton, p. 372, Parliamentary hiftory, vol. i. p. 4go.

@ In the firft year of Henry V1. when the authority of parliament was
great, and when that affembly could leaft be fufpefted of lying under vio.
lence, a like conceflion was made to th: privy council from like motives of
xonvenience, See Cotton, p. §64.

D 2 THuE
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T'uE lifts for this decifion of truth and right were ap=
pointed at Coventry before the king : All the nobility of
England bandied into parties, -and adhered either to the
one duke or the other: The whole nation was held in
fufpence with regard to the event: But when the two
champions appeared in the field, accoutered for the com-
bat, the king interpofed, to prevent both the prefent ef-
fufion of fuch noble blood, and the future confequences
of the quarrel. By the advice and’ authority of the par-
liamentary commiffioners, he ftopped the ‘duel’; and to
thow his impartiality, he ordered, by the fame authority,
Loth the combatants to leave the kingdom 7 ; afligning one
country for the place of Norfolk’s exile, which he declar-
ed perpetual, another for that of Hereford, which he
limited to ten years.

HEREFORD was a man of great prudence and command
of temper; and he behaved himfelf with fo much fub-
miffion in thefe delicate circumftances, that the king, be-
fore his departure, promifed to fhorten the term of his
exile four years; and he alfo granted him letters patent,
by which he was empowered, in cafe any inheritance
fhould in the interval accrue to him, to enter immedis
ately in poficflion, and to poftpone the doing of homage
till his return.

ThE weaknefs and fluGuation of Richard’s counfels
appear no where more evident than in the conduét of this
affair.. No fooner had Hereford left the kingdom, than
the king’s jealoufy of the power and riches of that prince’s
family revived ; and he was fenfible, that, by Glocefter’s
death, he had only removed a counterpoife to the Lancafs
trian intereft, which was now become formidable to his
crown and kingdom. Being informed, that Hereford had
entered into a treaty of marriage with the daughter of the
duke of Berry, uncle to the French king, he determined

¢ Cotton, p. 380, Walfingham, p. 359
to
9
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to prevent the finithing of an alliance, which would foC ;IV?.' P.
much extend the intereft of his coufin in foreign countries ; L,.\,____J
and he fent over the earl of Salifbury to Paris with a  1:99-
commiffion for that purpofe, The death of the duke of 3d Féb.
Lancafter, which happened foon after, called vpon him
to take new refolutions with regard to that opulent fuc-
ceflion. . The prefent duke, in confequence of the king’s
patent, defired to be put in poflefiion of the effate and ju-
rifdictions of his father : But Richard, afraid of ftrength-
ening the hands of a man, whom he had already fo much
offended, applied to the parliamentary commifioners, and
perfuaded them, that this affair was but an appendage fo
that bufinefs which the parliament had delegated to
them. By their authority, he revoked his letters patent,
and retained pofleflion of the eftate of Lancafter: And by
-the fame authority, he feized and tried the duke’s attor-
ney, who had procured and infifted on the letters, and he
had him condemned as a traitor, for faithfully executing
that truft to his mafter 8= A extravagant a& of power I
- even though the king changed, in favour of the attorney,
the penalty of death into that of banifhment.

HEeNRY, the new duke of Lancafter, had acquired, by
his conduct and abilities, the efteem of the public; and
having ferved with diftin&ion againft the infidels in Li-
thuania, he had joined to his other praifes thofe of piety
and valour, virtues which have at all times a great influ-
ence over mankind, and were, during thofe ages, the
qualities chiefly held in eftimation *. He was conne&ed
with moft of the principal nobility by blood, alliance, or
friendfhip; and as the injury, done him' by the king,
might in its confequences affet all of them, he ealily
.brought them, by a fenfe of common intereft, to take part
in his refentment. ‘The people, who muft have an ob-
‘je&t of affection, who found nothing in the king’s perfon,

§ Tyrrel, vol, ii, part 2, p.gor, from the reéords._ t Walfing-

ham, p. 343, Fo
) D 3 which
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€ H A P.which they could love or revere, and who were even dif=
A LV ygufted with many parts of his condué @, eafily transfet-
3399- red to Henry that attachment, which the death of the
duke of Glocefter had left without any fixed direction,
His misfortunes were lamented ; the injuftice, which he
had fuffered, was complained of ; and all men turned
their eyes towards him, as the only perfon that could re-
trieve the loft honour of the nation, or redrefs the fuppofed

abufes in the government, ;
Return of  WHILE fuch were the difpofitions of the people, Ri-
et chard had the imprudence to embark for Ireland, in order
to revenge the death of his coufin, Roger earl of Marche,
the prefumptive heir of the crown, who had lately been
flain in a fkirmith by the natives; and he thereby left
the kingdom of England open tq the attempts of his pro-
4thJuly, voked and ambitious enemy. Henry, embarking at
~ Nantz with g retinue of fixty perfons, among whom
were the archbifhop of Canterbury and the young earl of
Arundely; nephew to that prelate, landed at Ravenfpur in
Yorkfhire; and was immediately joined by the earls of
Northumberland and Weftmoreland, two of the moft po-
tent barons in England. He here took a folemn oath,
thit he had no other purpofe in this inyafion, than to re-
cover the dutchy of Lancafter, unjuftly detained from
him ; and he invited all bis friends in England, and all
lovers of their country, to fecond him in this reafonable
and moderate pretenfion. Every place was in commo-
tion: The malcontents in all quarters flew to arms :

U He lgvied fines upon thofe who had ten years before joined the duke of
Glocefter and his party; They were obliged to pay him mopey, before he
would allow them to enjoy thebenefit of the indemnity; and in the articks
of ¢harge againft fiim, it s afierted; that the payment of one fine did nut fuf=
fice. It is indded likely, that his minifters wduld abufe the power puf into
their bands; and this grievance extended to very many people. Hiftaiiang
agree in reprefeating this prallige as a great OPPICHI-XOno See Otterbuine,
Fe 199
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Toondon difcovered the ftrongeft fymptoms of its difpofi-C NP
ttion to mutiny and rebellion: And Henry’s army, en- \____V__,.
-creafing on every day’s march, foon amounted to the num-  1399-
ber of 60,000 combatants.

Tue duke of York was left guardian of the realm ; af"’“"”’ in=
place to which his birth intitled him, but which both his e
dlender abilities, and his natural connexions with the
duke of Lancafter, rendered him utterly incapable of
Alling in fuch a dangerous emergency. Such of the chief
nobility, as were attached to the crown, and could gither
have feconded the guardian’s good intentions, or have
-overawed his infidelity, had attended theking into Ireland ;
and the efforts of Richard’s friends were every where
aore feeble than thofe of his enemies. The duke of
York, however, appointed the rendezvous of his forces
-at St. Albans, and foon affembled an army of 40,000
:men ; but found them entirely deftitute of zeal and at-
sachment to the royal caufe, and more inclined to join
the party of the rebels, ¥de hearkened therefore very rea-

Aily to a meflage from Henry, who entreated him not to
oppofe a loyal and humble fupplicant in the recovery of
his legal patrimony; and the guardian even declared pub-
“slicly that he would fecond his .nephew in fo reafonable a
requeft., His army embraced with acclamations the fame
-meafures ; and the duke of L.ancafter, reinforced by them,
avas now entirely smafter of the kingdom. He haftencd
to Briftol, ipto which fome of the king’s minifters had
thrown themf{elves ; and foon obliging that place to fur-
render, he yielded to the popular withes, and without
giving them a trial, ordered the carl of Wiltfhire, Sir
John Buffy, and Sir H Ienry Green, whom he there took
prifoners, to be led to immediate execution.

THE king, receiving intelligence of this invafion and
infurre@ion, haftened over from Ireland, and landed in
Milford Haven with a body of 20,000 men: But even

D4 this
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€ H A P this army, fo much inferior to the enemy, was either

XVil.

« . soverawed by the general combination of the kingdom, or
1399 feized with the fame fpirit of difaffection ; and they gradu-
ally deferted him, till he found that he had not aboye
6000 men, who followed his ftandard., It appeared,
therefore, hecefary to retire fecretly from this fmall body,
which ferved only to expofe him to danger ; and he fled
to the ifle of Anglefea, where "he purpofed to embark
cither for Ireland or France, and there await the favourable
opportunities, which the return of his fubjeéls to a fenfe
of duty, or their future difcontents againft the duke of
Lancafter, would probably afford him. " Henry, fenfible
of the danger; fent to him the earl of Northumberland
with the ftrongeft profeffions of loyalty and fubmiffion ;
and that nobleman, by treachery and falfe oaths, made
himfelf mafter of the king’s perfon, and carried him to
- his enemy’ at Flint Caftle.  Richard was condu&ed td
it Spte London, by the duke of Lancafter, who was there re-
ceived with the acclamations of the mutinous populace.
It is pretended, that the recorder met him on the road 5
and in the name of the city, entreated him, for the pub-
lic fafety, to put Richard te death, with all his adherents
who were prifoners; but the duke prudently determined
to make many others participate in his guilt, before he
would proceed to thofe extremities. For this pul‘pOlLC,
he iffued writs of elettion in the king’s name, and ap<
pointed the immediate meeting of a parliament at Wefts
minfter, R
SucH of the peers, as were moft devoted to the king,
were either fled or imprifoned; and no opponents, ever
among the barons, dared to appear againft Henry, amidft
that fcene of outrage and violence, which commonly at-
tends revolutions, efpecially in England during thofe
turbulent ages. Itis alfo eafy to imagine, that a houfe of

W Walfingham,

tommons,
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tommons, eleted during this univerf{al ferment, and thisC H A .
triumph of the Lancaftrian party, would be extremeiy___y_'_,
attached to that caufe, and ready to fecond every fug- 399
geftion of their leaders.  That order, being as yet of too
little weight to ftem the torrent, was always.carried along
with it, and {erved only to encreafe the violence, which
the public intereft required it fhould endeavour ‘to con-
troul. 'The duke of Lancafter therefare, fenfible that he Depofition
fhould be entirely mafter, began to carry his views to the e
crown itfelf; and he deliberated with his partizans con-
lceming the moft proper means of effecting his daring
purpofe. He firft extorted a refignation from Richard x;
but as he knew, that this deed would plainly appear the
refult of force and fear, he alfo purpofed, notwithftand- 28th Sept,
ing the danger of the precedent to himfelf and his pofte-
rity, to have him folemnly depofed in parliament for his
pretended tyranny and mifcondud. - A charge, confifting
of thirty-three articles, was accordingly drawn up agam{f
him, and prefented to that affembly ».

IF we examine thefe articles, which are exprefled with
extreme acrimeny againft Richard, we fhall find, that,
except fome rath fpecches which are imputed to him 2,
and of whofe reality, as they are faid to have pafled in
brivate converfation, we may reafonably entertain fome
doubt ; the chief amount of the charge is contained in
his violent condu@ during the two laft years of his reign,
and naturally divides mdf into two principal heads. The
@r& and moft confiderable is the revenge, ‘which he took
on the princes and great barons, who had formerly-ufurp-
ed, and ftill perfevered in controuling and threatening, his
authority ;' the fecond is the violation of the laws and
general privileges of his people. But the former, how-
ever irregular in many of its circumftances, was fu}ly

* Kayghton, p.2744. Otterburns, p. 212. ¥y Tyrrel, vol. iii,

Pt 2. p. 3008, from the records. - Knyghion, p, 2746, - Oiterburne,
pi 214, % Art, 16, 26, - :

fupported
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€ H A P.{upported by authority of parliament, and was buta copy

XVilL

‘e — Of the violence, which the princes and barons themfelves,

1399-

during their former triumph, had exercifed againft him
and his party, 'The detention of Lancafter’s eftate was,
properly fpeaking, a revocation, by parliamentary autho-
rity, of a grace, which the king himfelf had formerly
granted him. The murder of Glocefter (for the fecret
execysion, however merited, of that prince, certainly de-
ferves this appellation) was a private deed, formed not
any precedent, and implied not any ufurped or arbitrary
power of the crown, which could juftly give umbrage ta
the people. It really proceeded from a defe€ of power
in the king, rather than from his ambition ; and proves,
that, inftead of being dangerous to the conftitution, he
pofleffed not even the authority ncceffary for the execu-
tion of the laws,

CowncerNiNG ‘the fecond head of accufation, as it
moftly confifts of general fats, as framed by Richard’s
inveterate enemies, and was never allowed to be anfwered
by him or his friends 5 it is more difficult to form a judg-
ment, * The greater part of thefe grievances, imputed to
c}Richard, feems to be the exertion of arbitra:y preroga-

‘tives; fuch ‘as the difpenfing power?, levying purvey-

ance °, employing the marfhal’s court ¢, extorting loans?,
granting protections from law-fuits ©; prerogatives, which,
though often complained of, had often been exercifed by
his predeceffors, and #ill continued to be f{o by his fuc-
ceffors.  But whether his irregular aés of ‘this kind were
more frequent, and injudicious, and viclent than ufual,
or were only laid hold of and exaggerated, by the
faltions, to which the weaknefs of his reign had given
birth, ‘we are not able at this diftance to determine with
certainty, - There is however one circumftance, in which

* Artoxl. 17, 18, b Art, 22, € Art. 27,
8 Art. 34, € Art, 16,

his
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his conduét is vifibly different from that of his grand. € ?v?l P.
father : He is not accufed of having impofed one arbitrary ___ ~ ",
tax, without confent of parliament, during his whole 1399
reign ¥ 1 Scarcely a year pafled during the reign of Ed-
ward, which was free from complaints with regard to this
dangerous exertion of authority, But, perhaps, the af-
cendant, which Edward had acquired over the people, to-
gether with his great prudence, enabled him to make a
ufe very advantageous to his fubjefts of this and other
arbitrary prerogatives, and rendered them a fmaller grie-
vance in his hands, than a lefs abfolute authority in thofe
of his grandfon. This is a point, which it would be rath
for us to decide pofitively on either fide; but it is certain,
that a charge, drawn up by the duke of Lancafter, and
affented to by a parliament, fituated in thofe circum-
ftances, forms no manner of prefumption with regard to
the unufual irregularity or violence of the king’s conduét
in this particular ¢,

WHEN the charge againft Richard was prefented to the
parliament, though it was liable, almoft in every article,
to objettions, it was not canvaffed, nor examined, nor
difputed in either houfe, and feemed to be received with
univerfal approbation. One man alone, the bifhop of
Carlifle, had the courage, amidft this general difloyalty
and violence, to appear in defence of his unhappy mafter,
and to plead his caufe againft all the power of the prevail-
ing party. Though {ome topics, employed by that vir-
tuous prelate, may feem to favour too much the doctrine

f We learn :fr'\m Cotton, p. 362, that the king, by his chancellor, told
the commons, (hat they suere [underly bound to bim, and ramely in forbearirg
2o charge them with difmes ard fifieéns, the wwbich be meant no more to charge
them in bis vwn gefon.  Thele words no msre al ude to the practice of his
predeceflors : He had not himfelf impofed any arbitrary taxes: Eventhe par~
lament, in the articles of his depofition, though they complain of heavy
fexes, affirm not, chat they were impofed illegally or by arbitrary will,

>

& See aote {T] at the end of the volume,
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€ H A P.of paffive obedience, and to make too large a facrifice of

XVirn

) s the rights of mankind; he was naturally pufhed into that

1399,
R

extreme by his abhorrence of the prefent licentious fac-
tions ; and fuch intrepidity, as well as difintereftednefs of
behaviour, proves, that, whatever his {peculative principles
were, his heart was elevated far above the meannefs and
ijc& fubmiflion of a flave, He reprefented to the parlj-
ament, that all the abufes of government, which could
juftly be imputed to Richard, inftead of amounting to ty-
ranny, weie merely the refult of error, youth, or mifguided
counfel, and admitted of a remedy, more eafy and falutary,
than a total fubverfion of the conftitution. That even
had they been much more violent and dangerous than
they really were, they had chiefly proceeded from former
examples of refiftance, which, making the prince fenfible
of his precarious fituation, had obliged him to eftablifh
his throne by irregular and arbitrary expedients, That
a rebellious difpofition ‘in fubjeéts was the principal caufe
of tyranny inkings: Laws could never fecure the {ubjedt,
which did not give fecurity to the fovereign: And if the
maxim of inviolable loyalty, which formed the bafis of
the Englifh government, were once rejected, the privi-
leges, belonging to the feveral orders of the ftate, inftead
of being fortified by that licentioufnefs, would thereby
lofe the fureft foundation of their force and ftability.
That the parliamentary depofition of Edward II. far
from making a precedent, which could controul this
maxim, was only an example of fuccefsful violence ; and
it was fufficiently to be lamented, that crimes were fo
often committed in the world, without cﬂabii_ﬂlixlg prin-
ciples which might juftify and authorize them. That
even that precedent, falfe and dangerous as it was, could
never warrant the prefent excefles, which were fo much
greater, and which would entail diftraion and mifery
on the nation, to the lateft pofterity. ‘That the fuc-

: 2 : ceffion,
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€effion, at leaft, of the crown, was then preferved invio<C H A p,

late : The lineal heir was placed on the throne: And the X'IF
i et

people had an opportunity, by their legal obedience to 1399

him, of making atonement for the violence, which they

had committed againft his predeceflor. That a defcend=

ant of Lionel, duke of Clarence, the elder brother of the

late duke of Lancafter, had been declared in parliament

fucceflor to the crown : He had left pofterity : And theic

title, however it might be overpowered by prefent force

and faction, could never be obliterated from the minds of

the people. That if the turbulent difpofition alone of

the nation had overturned the well-eftablithed throne of

fo geod a prince as Richard ; what bloody commations

muft enfue, when the fame caufe was united to the mo-

tive of reftoring the legal and undoubted heir to his

authority ! That the new government, intended to be

eftablifhed, would ftand on no principle ; and would

fcarcely retain any pretence, by which it could challenge

the obedience of men of fenfe and virtue. That the

claim of lineal defcent was fo grofs as fcarcely to deceive

the moft ignorant of the populace : Conqueft could ne-

ver be pleaded by a rebel againft his fovereign: The

confent of the people had no authority in a monarchy not

derived from confent, but eftablithed by hereditary right ;

and however the nation might be juftified, in depofing

the mifguided Richard, itcould never have any reafon for

fetting afide his lawful heir and fucceflor, - who was

plainly innocent. And that the duke of Lancafter would

give them but a bad fpecimen of the legal moderation,

which might be expeéted from his future government,’ if

he added, to the crime of his paft rebellion, the guilt of

excluding the family, which, both by right of blood,

and by detlaration of parliament, would, in cafe of Ri-

chard’s'demife, or voluntary refignation, have been re-

ceived as the undoubted heirs of the monarchy b,

b 8ir Johr Heywarde, p» 101,

ALL
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C H AP, AL the circumftances of this event, compared to thofé
< XV”_' swhich attended the late revolution in 1688, fhow the
1;99- difference between a great and civilized nation, delibe-
rately vindicating its eftablithed privileges, and a turbu-
lent and barbzrous ariftocracy, plunging headlong from
the extremes of one faction into thofe of another. This
noble freedom of the bifhop of Carlifle, inftead of being
applauded, was not fo much as tolerated : He was imme-
diately arrefted, by order of the duke of Lancafter, and
fent a prifoner to the abbey of St. Albans. No farther
debate was attempted : Thirty-three long articles of
charge were, in one meeting, voted againft Richard;
and voted unanimoufly by the fame peers and prelates,
who, a little before, had, voluntarily and unanimoufly,
authorized thofe very alls of violence, of which they -
now complained. That prince was depofed by the fuf-
frages of both houfes ; and the throne being now vacant,
the duke of Lancafter ftepped forth, and having croffed
himfelf on the forehead, and on the breaft, and called
upon the name of Chriftl, he pronounced thefe words,
which we fhall give in the original language, becaufe of

their fingularity.

In the name of Fadber, Son, and Holy Ghoft, I Henry of
Lancafler, challenge this rewme’ of Yuglande, and the croun,
with all the membres, and the appurtenances ; als I that am
defiendst by right line of the blade, coming fro the gude king
Henry therde, and throge that right that God of bis grace
hath [fent me, with helpe of kyn, and of my frendes to recover
it 3 the which rewme was in peynt to be ondone by defaut of
governance, and ondoying of the gude lawes .

In order to underftand this fpeech, it muft be obferved,
that there was a filly ftory, received among fome of the
loweft vulgar, that Edmond, earl of Lancafter, fon of
Henry III. was really the clder brother of Edward L; bus

1 Caotton, p. 389, k Konyghton, p. 2747¢
that,




RILQHWRD O, 47

that, by reafon of fome deformity in his perfon, he had C H A P,
: : XVH.

been poftponed in the fucceflion, and his younger brother, ,
impofed on the nation in his ftead. As the prefent duke 1399.
of Lancafter inherited from Edmond by his mother, this
genealogy made him the true heir of the monarchy ; and
it is therefore infinuated in Henry’s {peech: But the ab-
furdity was too grofs to be openly avowed either by him,
or by the parliament. The cafe is the fame with regard
to his right of conqueft: He was a fubje&t who sebel-
led againft his fovereign : He entered the kingdom with
a retinue of no more than fixty perfons: He could not
‘therefore be the conqueror of England ; and this right is
accordingly infinuated, not avowed. Still there is 2 third
claim, derived from his merits ia faving the natign from
tyranny and oppreflion ; and this claim is alfo infinuated :
But as it feemed, by its nature, better calculated as a
reafon for his being elected king by a free choice, than for
giving him an immediate right of poflefiion, he durft not
fpeak openly even on this head ; and to obviate any no-
tion of eletion, he challenges the crown as his due, ei-
ther by acquifition or inheritance, The whole forms
fuch a piece of Jargon and nonfenfe, as is almoft without
example : No objetion however was made to it in parlia-~
ment : The unanimous voice of lords and commons
placed Henry on the throne: He became king, nobody
could tell how or wherefore: The title of the boufe of
Marche, formerly recognized by parliament, was neither
invalidated nor repealed ; but paffed over in total filence :
And as a concern for the liberties of the people {gems to
have had no hand in this revolution, their right to difpofe
of the government, as well as all their other privileges,
was left precifely on the fame footing as before. But
Henry having, when he claimed the crown, dropped
fome obfcure hint concerning conqueft, which, it was
thought, might endanger thefe privileges, he foon after
made a public declaration, that he did mot thereby intend

8 to
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C H A P.odeprive any o'her of his franchifes or liberties '+ WhicH

XVIT,

\—— ——was the only circumftance, where we fhall find meaning

.1399.
6th O,

23d O,

or common fenfe, in all thefe tranfations.

THE fublequent events difcover the fame headlong vio-
lence of conduct; and the fame rude notions of civil gos
vernment.  The depofition of Richard diffolved the
parliament : It was neceflary to furhmon a new one:
And Heory, in f{ix days after, called together, without
any new eletion, the fame members ; and this affembly
he denominated 4 new parliament. - They were employed
in the ufual tafk of reverfing every deed of the oppofite
party. All the alts of the laft parliamest of Richard;
which had been confirmed by their oaths, and by a papal
bull, were abrogated: All the a&s, which Had paffed in
the parliament where Glocefter prevailed, which had alfo
been confirmed by their oaths, but which had been abro-
gated by Richard, were anew eftablifhed » : The anfwers
of Trefilian, and the other judges, which a parliament
had annulled, but which a new parliament and new judges
had approved, here received a fecond condemnation, The
peers, who had accufed Glocefter, Arundel and Warwic,
and who had received higher titles for that piece of fervice,
were all of them degraded from their new dignities: Even
the pratice of profecuting appeals in parliament, which
bore the air of a violent confederacy againft an individual,
rather than of a legal indi&ment, was wholly abolifhed ;
and trials were reftored to the courfe of common law . The
natural effet of this conduét was to render the people giddy
with fuch rapid and perpetual changes,and tomake them lofe
all notions of rightand wrong in the meafures of government.

THE earl of Northumberland made 2 motion, in the
houfe of peers, with regard to the unhappy prince whom
they had depofed. . He afked them, what advice they

! Knyghton, p. 2759, Otterborn, Pe 220, & Catton, p. 390v
R Henryivscap. 144

would
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Would give the king for the future treatment of him; CH AP,
fince Henry was refolved to fpare his life, They unani- \_::\_,i,l_'__,
moully replied, that he fhould be imprifoned under a fe- 1399
cure guard, in fome fecret place, and fhould be deprived
of all commerce with any of his friends or partizans,
It was eafy to forefee, that he would not long remain
alive in the hands of fuch barbarous and fanguinary ene-
mies. Hiftorians differ with regard to the manner in Murder of
which he was murdered. It was long the prevailing opi- the king.
hion, that Sir Piers Exton, and others of his guards, fell

upon him in the caftle of Pomfret, where he was confined,

and difpatched him with their halberts. = But it is more
probable, that he was ftarved to death in prifon; and

after all fuftenance was denied him, he prolonged his
unhappy life, it is faid, for a fortnight, before he reached

the end of his miferies. This account is more confiftent

with the ftory, that his body was expofed in public, and

that no marks of violence were obferved upon it, He

died in the thirty-fourth year of his age, and the twenty-

third of his reign. He left no pofterity, either legiti-

mate or illegitimate.

Avrr the writers, who have tranfmitted to us the Hischarac.
hiftory of Richard, lived during the reigns of the Lan-""
caftrian princes; and candor requires, that we fhould
not give entire credit to the reproaches, which they have
thrown upon his memory. But after making all proper
allowances, he ftill appears to have been a weak prince,
and Onfit for government, lefs for want of natural parts
and capacity, than of [olid judgment and a good educa-
tion. He was violent in his temper; profufe in his ex-

pence; fond of idle thow and mag ence ; devoted to
favourites ; and addited to pleafure: Paffions, all of
them, the moft inconfiftent with a prudent ceconomy,
and confequently dangerous in a limited and mixed go-
vernment. Had he poffefled the talents of gaining, and

Veu, 111, E fill
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€ H A P. {1l more thofe of overawing, his great barons, he might

XVilL.

‘——— have efcaped all the misfortunes of his reign, and been

1399.

allowed to carry much farther his oppreflions over the
people, if he really was guilty of any, without their
daring to rebel, or even to murmur againft him. But
when the grandees were tempted, by his want of pru=
dence and of vigour, to refift his authority, and execute
the moft violent enterprizes upen him, he was naturally
led to feek an opportunity of retaliation ; juftice was
neglected ; the lives of the chief nobility were facrificed;
and all thefe enormities feem to have proceeded lefs from
a fettled defign of eftablithing arbitrary power, than from
the infolence of victory, and the neceffities of the king’s
fituation, The manners indeed of the age were the chief
fource of fuch violence: Laws, which were feebly exe-
cuted in peaceable times, loft all their authority during
public convulfions: Both parties were alike guilty: Or
if any difference may be remarked between them, we fhall
find, that the authority of the crown, being more legal,
was commonly carricd, when it prevailed, to lefs defpe-
rate extremitics, thanwas that of the ariftocracy.

On comparing the condu@ and events of this reign,
with thofe of the preceding, we fhall find equal reafon
to admire Edward, and to blame Richard ; but the cir-
cumftance of oppofition, furely, will not lie in the firic
regard paid by the former to national privileges, and the
negle¢t of them by the latter. On the contrary, the
prince of {mall abilities, as he felt his want of power,
feems to have been more moderate in this refpet than the
other, Every parliament, affembled during the reign of
Edward, remonftrates againft the exertion of fome arbi-
trary prerogative or other: We hear nat any complaints
of that kind during the reign of Richard, till the affem-
bling of his laft parliament, which was fummoned by his
inyeterate enemies, which dethroned him, which framed

theis
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theit complaints during the time of the moft furious con-C }’:‘V;‘[ P,
vulfions, and whofe teftimony muft therefore have, on ",
that account, much lefs authority with every equitable 1399
judgee. Both thefe princes experienced the encroach-
ments of the Great upon their authority, Edward, re-
duced to neceflities, was obliged to make an exprefs
bargain with his parliament, and to fell fome of his pre=
rogatives for prefent fupply ; but as they were acquainted
with his genius and capacity, they ventured not to de-
mand any exorbitant conceflions, or fuch as were incoms
patible with regal and fovereign power : The weaknefs of
Richard tempted the parliament to extort a commiffion,
which, in a manner, dethioned the prince, and transfer=
ted the fceptre into the hands of the nobility.  The
events of thefe encroachments were alfo fuitable to the
charalter of each, Edward had no fooner gotten the fup«
ply, than he departed from the engagements; which had
induced the parliament to grant it; he openly told his
people; that he had but difembled with them when he
feemed to make them thefe conceflions; and he refumed
and retained all his prerogatives, But Richard, becaufe
he was detected in confulting and deliberating with the
judges on the lawfulnefs of reftoring the conftitution,
found his barons immediately in arms againft him ; was
deprived of his liberty ; faw his favourites, his minifters,
his tuter; butchered before his face, or banifhed and at-
tainted ; and was obliged to give way to all this violence.
There cannot be a more remarkable contraft between
the fortunes of two princes: It were happy for fociety,
did_this contraft always depend on the juftice or in-
juftice of the meafures which men embrace ; and not ra-
ther on the different degrees of prudence and vigour,
with which thofe meafures are fupported.

© Perufe, in this view, the abridgment of-the records, by Sir Robert
®otton, during thefe two reigns,
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TierEe was a fenfible Hffjfﬂ.y of ecclefiaftical authority
~ drs no this period.  The difzuft, which the laity had re-

1399 ceived from the numerous ufurpations both of the court of
ellat

« tranfac- Rome, and of their own cl

ioas during

98 the kingdom from fuperitition ; ahl fhunfr fymptoms ap-

, had very much weaned

peared, from time to time, of a general defire to fhake

off the bondaoe of the Romifh church, In the commit-
tee of eightcen, to whom Richard’s laft parliament de-
legated !‘Iicil‘ whole power, there is not the name of one
ecclefiattic to be found ; a neglect which is almoft with-
out example, while the cathoh(. religion fubfifted in Eng-
land ».
Tue averfion entertained againft the cftablifhed church
foon found principles and tenets and reafonings, by which
. it could juftify and fupportitfelf.  John Wickliffe, a fe-
cular prieft, educated at Oxford, began in the latter end
of Edward TII. to fpread the doétrine of reformation by
his difcourfes, fermons, and writings ; and he made many
difciples among men of all ranks and flations. He
feems to have been a man of parts and learning ; and
has the honour of being the firflt perfon in Europe, that
publicly called in queftion thofe principles, which had
univerfally paffed for certain and undifputed during fo
many ages. Wickliffe himfelf, as well as his difciples,
who received the name of Wickliffites, or Lollards, was
diftinguifhed by a great aufterity of life and manners ; a
circumflance common to almoft all thofe who dogmatize
in any new way, both becaufe men, who draw to them
the attention of the public, and expofe themfelves to the
cdium of great multitudes, are ob liged to be very guarded
in their condudf and becaufe fcw, who have a ftrong
propenfity ‘to pleafure or bufinefs, will enter upon fo dif=
ficult and laborious an undertaki ing. The do&rines of
W ickliffe, being derived from his fearch into the fcrip-

P Eee note [G] at the end of the volume,
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€ures and into ecclefiaftical antiquity, were nearly theC H A P.

fame with thofe which were propagated. by the reformers
in the fixteenth century: He only carried fome of them
farther than was done by the more fober part of thefe re-
formers. He denied the do&rine of the real prefence,
the fupremacy of the church of Rome, the merit of mo-
naftic vows : He maintained, that the fcriptures were the
fole rule of faith ; that the church was dependant on the
ftate, and fhould be reformed by it; that the clergy
ought to poflefs no eftates ; that the begging friars were a
nuifance, and ought not to be fupported4; that the
numerous ceremonies of the church were hurtful to true
piety : He aflerted, that oaths were unlawful, that domi-
nion was founded in grace, that cvery, thing was {ubjeét
to fate and defliny, and that all men were pre-ordained
either to eternal falvation or reprobation’. From the
whole of his doctrines, Wickliffe appears to have been
ftrongly tinGtured with enthufiafim, and to have been
thereby the better qualified to oppofe a church, whofe
chief chara&eriftic is fuperftition.

THE propagation of thefe principles gave great alarm
to theclergy; and a bull was iflued by pope Gregory XI.
for taking Wickliffe into cuftody, and examining into the
fcope of his opinions *.  Courteney, bithop of London,
cited him before his tribunal ; but the reformer had now
acquired powerful proteétors, who fcreened him from the
ecclefiaftical jurifdiction. The duke of Lancafter, who
then governed the kingdom, encouraged the principles of
Wickliffe; and he made no fcruple, as well as lord
Piercy, the marefchal, to appear openly in court with
him, in order to give him countenance upon his trial :
He even infifted, that Wickliffe thould fit in the bithop’s

9 Walfingham, p. 791, 208. 283, 284. Spelman Concil. vsl. ii. p, 630,
Knyghton, p, 2657. * Harpsfield, p. 668. 673, 674.. Waldenf,
tom. i. lib. 3. art, 1, cap, 8. ¢ 8pelm, Cong vol, ii. p. 621,
Walfingham, p, 201, 202, 203.
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C H A P.prefence, while his principles were examined : Cou‘rtel?ey
A oMo _exclaimed againft the infult: The Londoners, thinking
1399 their prelate affronted, attacked the duke and marefchal,
who efcaped from their hands with fome difficulty t.  And
the populace, foon after, broke into the houfesof both
thefe noblemen, threatened their perfons, and plundered
their goods. T'he bithop of London had the merit of ap-

peafing their fury and refentment.

Tur duke of Lancafter, however, ftill continued his
protection to Wickliffe, during the minority of Richardy
and 'the principles of that reformer had fo far propagated
themfelves, that, when the pope fent to Oxford a new
bull againft thefe doctrines, the univerfity deliberated for
fome time, whether they fhould receive the'bull; and they
never took any vigorous meafures in confequence of the
papal ordersu. Even the populace of London were at
Jength brought to entertain favourable fentiments of this
reformer : When he was cited before a {ynod at Lambeth,
they broke into the affembly, and fo overawed' the pre=
lates, who found both the people and the court againft
them, that they difmiffed him without any farther cen-
fure.

THE clergy, we may well believe, were more wanting
in power than in inclination to punifh this new herefy,
which ftruck at all their credit, poffeffions, and authority,
But there was hitherto no law in England, by which the
fecular arm was authorifed to fupport orthodoxy ; and the
ecclefiaftics endeavoured to fupply the defe&t by an extra-
ordinary and unwarantable artifice. 1In the year 1381,
there was an a&t pafled, requiring fheriffs to apprehend
the preachers of herefy and their abettors ; but this fta=
tute had been furreptitioufly obtained by the clergy, and
had the formality of an enrolment without the confent of

t Harpsficld in Hift. Wickl. p. 683,

2 'Wood’s Ant. Oxone
kb, 1. 9. 191, &c, Walfingham, p. zo1.
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the commons. In the fubfequent feffion, the lower houfe CH A P
complained of the fraud ; affirmed, that they had no in-. - )
tention to bind themfe]ves to the prelates farther than  ¥399.
their anceftors had done before them; and required that
the pretended ftatute thould be repealed, which was done
accordingly ¥. But it is remarkable, that, notwithftand-
ing this vigilance of the commons, the clergy had fo
much art and influence, that the repeal was fupprefled,
and the act, which never had any legal authority, remains
to this day upon the ftatute book *: Though the clergy
ftill thought proper to keep .it in referve, and rot proceed
to the immediate execution of it.

Bur befides this defect of power in the church, which
faved Wickliffe, €hat reformer himfelf, notwithftand-
ing his enthuffafm, feems not to have been actuated by the
{pifit of martyrdom ; and in all fubfequient trials -before
the prelates, he fo explained away his do&trine by tof-
tured meanings, as to render it quite inhocent and in-
offenfiver, - Moft of his followers imitated his cautious
difpofition, and faved themfelves either by recantations or
éxplanations, He died of a pally in the year 1385 at his
re&ory of Lutterworth in the county of Leicefter ; and
the clergy, mortified that he fhould have elcaped their
vengeance, took care, befides affuring the peaple of his
eternal damnation; to reprefent his laft diftemper as a
vifible judgment of heaven upon him for his multiplied
herefies and impieties 2.

THE profelytes; however, of Wickliffe’s opinions ftill
encreafed in England*: Some monkith writers reprefent
one half of the kingdom as infected by thofe principles ;
They were carried over to Bohemia by fome youth of that
nation, who' ftadied at Oxford : But though the age

w Cotton’s abridgment, p. 285. x 5 Rich.II, chap. 3.
y Walfingham, p. 206, Knyghton, p.2655, 2656. z Wal-
fingham, p. 312« Ypod, Neuft, p. 3374 a Knyghton, p. 2663.
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€ H A P.feemed flrongly lifpofed. to receive them, affairs were not

yet fully rip; for this great revolution ; and the finifhing
blow to ecclefisftical power was referved to a period of
more curiofity, literature, and inclination for novelties.

MeanwHiLE the Englifh parliament continued to |
check the clergy and the court of Rome, by more {ober
and more legal expedients, They enalted anew the fta-
tute of provifors, and affixed higher penalties to the tranf-
grefion of it, vhich, in fome inftances, was even made
capital®. The court of Rome had fallen upon a new
device, which encreafed their authority over the prelates :
The pope, who found that the expedient of arbitrarily
depriving them was violent, and liable to oppofition, at-
tained the fameznd by transferring fuch of them, as were
obnexious, to poorer fees, and even to nominal fees, i
partibus infidelium. 1t was thus that the archbithop of
York, and the bifhops of Durham -and Chichefter, the
king’s minifters, had been treated after the prevalence of
Glocefter’s faction : ‘The bifhop of Carlifle met with the
fame fate after the acceffion of Henry IV. For the pope
always joined with the prevailing powers, when they
did not thwart his pretenfions. The parliament, in the
reign of Richaid, enated a law againft this abufe: And
the king made a general remonftrance to the: court of
Rome againftall thofe ufurpations, which he calls borrible
exceffes of that court €,

It was ufual for the church, that they might elude
the mortmain aé&, to make their votaries leave lands
in truft to certzin perfons, under whofe name the cler-
gy enjoyed the benefit of the bequeft: The parlia--
ment allo flopped the progrefs of this abufed, In the
17th of the king, the commons prayed, that remedy might
be had againft fuh religious perfons as caufe their villains ta

b 13 Rich, I, cap. 3. 16 Rich. II, cap. 4. ¢ Rymer, vol. vii,
p. 672, 4 Knyghton, p. 27. 38, Cotton, p. 355,
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religious hands by collufion ©. "This was z new device of the
clergy.

‘T'HE papacy was at this time fomewhat weakened by
a fchifm, which Jafted during forty yea's, and gave great
fcandal to the devoted partizans of the holy fee. After
the pope had refided many years at Avignon, Gregory XI.
was per{uaded to return to Rome; and upon- his death,
which happened. in 1380, the Romans, refolute to fix,
for the future, the feat of the papacyin Italy, befieged
the cardinals in the 'conclave, and compelled them,
though they were moftly Frenchmen, to elect Urban VL.
an Italian, into that high dignity. . TheFrench cardinals,
as foon as they recovered their liberty, fled from Rome,
and protefting againft the forced electien, chofe Robert,
fon of the count of Geneva, who took the name of Cle-
ment VIL ‘and refided at Avignon. Al the kingdoms of

briftendom, according to their fevera interefts and in-
clinations, were divided between thefe two pontiffs. The
court of France adhered to Clement, and was followed
by its allies, the king of Caftile, and the king of Scot-
land : England of courfe was thrown in‘o the other party,
and declared for Urban. Thus the sppellation of Cle-
mentines and Urbanifis diftraéted Europe for feveral years;
and each party damned the other as {chifmatics, and as
rebels to the true vicar of Chrift. Butthis circumftance,
though it weakened the papal authority, had not fo great
an effect as might naturally be imagined. Though any
king could eafily, atfirft, make his kinydom embrace the
party of one pope or the other; or eren keep it fome
time in fufpence between them, he could not fo eafily
transfer his obedience at pleafure: The people attached
themfelves to their own party, as to a ‘eligious opinion ;
and conceived an extreme abhorrence to the oppofite

e Cetton, s 355
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€ H A P. party, whom they regarded as little better than Saracens
g_...\,..;_JOI' infidels. Crufades were even undertaken in this quat-

2399

rel ; and the zealous bifhop of Norwich, in particulat,

led over, in 1382, near 60,000 bigots into Flanders

againft the Clementines ; but after lofing a great part of
his followers, he returned with difgrace into England f.

Each pope, fenfible, from this prevailing fpirit among the

people, that the kingdom, which once embraced his caufe,

would always adhere to him, boldly maintained all the

pretenfions of his fee, and ftood not much more in awe
of the temporal fovereigns; than if his authority had not

been endangered by a rival,

WE meet with this preamble to 2 law enadled at the
véry beginning of this reign : ¢ Whereas divers perfons of
€€ {mall garrifon of land or other pofleffions do make great
& retinue of people; as well of efquires as-of others, in
¢ many parts of the realm, giving to them hats and
¢¢ other livery of one {uit by year, taking again towards
¢¢ them the value of the fame livery or percafe the double
¢ value; by fuch covenant and aifurance, that every of
¢¢ them fhall maintain othet in all quarrels, be they
¢¢ reafonable or unreafonabley to the great mifchief and
¢¢ oppreflion of the people, &c.” This preamble ¢one
tains 2 true picture of the ftate of the kingdom. The
laws had been fo ftebly executed, even during the long,
active, and Hgllant reign of Edward IIL. that no fubjeét
could truft to their prote¢tion, Men openly affociated
themfelves, under the patronage of fome great baron, for
their mutual defence. They wore public badges, by
which their confederacy was diftinguifhed. They fup-
ported each other in all quarrels, iniquities, extortions,
murders, robberies, and other crimes. Their chief was
more their fovercign than the king himfelf ; and their

£ Froiffard, lib, 2. chap. 133, 134. Walfingham, p, 298, 299, 300, &¢s
Knyghton, p. 2671, & 1 Rich, 1L chap. 7,

own
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own band was more conne@®ed with them than thejC 11 4 B,
country. Hence the perpetual turbulence, diforders, fac--_xft_,
tions, and civil wars of thofe times : Hence the fmall re-  1393.
gard paid to a ¢haracter or the opinion of the public :
Hence the large difcretionary prerogatives of thé crown,
end the danger which might have enfued from the téb
great limitation of them. If the king had pofftfied no
arbitrary powers, while all the nobles affumed and exci-
cifed them, there muft have enfued 4n abfolute anatchy
in the ftate,

ONE great mifchief, attending thefe confederacies, was
the extorting from the king pardons for the moft enor-
mous crimes. The parliament often endeavoured, ih the
laft reign, to deprive the prince of this prerogative; but,
in the prefent, they were content with an abridgment of
it. They enalted, that no pardon for rapes or for mur-
der from malice prepenfe thould be valid, unlefs the crinte
were particularly fpecified in ith, There weré alfs fome
other circumftances required for paffing any pardon of
this kind: An excellent law; but ill obferved, like moft
laws that thwart the manners of the people, and the
prevailing cuftoms of the times.

It is eafy to obferve, from thefe voluntary aflociations
among the people, that the whole force of the feudal fyi-
tem was in a manner diffolved, and that the Englith had
nearly returned in that particular to the fame fituation, ih
ywhich they ftood before the Norman conqueft. Tt 'was
indeed impoflible, that that {yftem could long fubfift un-
der the perpetual revolutions, to which landed property is
every where fubject. When the great’ feudal baronies
were firft erected, the lord lived in opulence in the midft
of his vaffals: He was in a fituation to protect and che-
rith and defend them: The quality of patron naturally
united itfelf to that of fuperior: And thefe two principles.

R 13 Rich. II, chap. 1,
of
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C H A P.of authority mutually fupported each other. But when,
VI
T sk

2399 ~fuperior came to live at a diftance from him, and could

- AR 2 - P
1e various divifions and mixtures of property, a man’s

no longer give him {helter or countenance; the tie gra=
dually became more fictitious thanreal : New connexions
from vicinity or other caufes were formed ;' Protection

was fought by voluntary fervices and attachment:
The appearance of valour, fpirit, abilities in any great
man extended his intereft very far: And if the fovereign
were deficient in thefe qualities, he was no lefs, if not

1ore expoled to the ufurpations of the ariftocracy, than
even during the vigour of the feudal fyftem.

THE greateft novelty introduced into the civil govern-
ment during this reign was the creation of peers by pa-
tent. Lord Beauchamp of Holt was the firft peer, that
was advanced to the houfe of lords in this manner., The
praétice of levying benevolences is alfo firft mentioned in
the prefent reign.

Tuis prince lived in 2 more magnificent manner than
perhaps any of his predeceflors or fucceffors,  His houfe-
hold confifted of 10,000 perfons : He had 300 in his kit=
chen ; and all the other offices were furnifhed jn propot-
tionl. It muft be remarked, that this enormous train
had tables fupplied them at the king’s expence, accord-
ing to the mode of that age. Such prodigality was pro-
bably the fource of many exa&ions, by purveyors, and
was one chief reafon of the public difcontents, B

i Harding: This poet fays, that he fpeaks from the authority of "a clerk
#f the green cloth.
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CHAP. XVIIL
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Title of the king

An infurretion An infurrec-
tion in Wales The earl of Northumberland
rebels Batile of Shrew/bury State of Scot-
land —— Parliamentary tranfations —— Death
——and charader of the king.

THE Englith had fo long been familiarized to then iy a P.

hereditary fucceffion of their monarchs, the in- XVIIL
ftances of departure from it had always born fuch ﬁrongk-;\’—__d
fymptoms of injuftice and violence, and fo little of a na-giir']f
tional choice or election, and the returns to the true line ¥
had ever been 'deemed fuch fortunate incidents in their
hiftory, that Henry was afraid, left, inrefting his title
on the confent of the people, he thould build on a foun-
dation, to which the people themfelves were not accuf-
tomed, and whofe folidity they would with difficulty be
brought to recognize.  The idea too of choice feemed al-
ways to imply that of conditions, and a right of recal-
ling the confent upon any fuppofed violation of them ;
an idea which was not naturally agreeable to a fove-
reign, and might in England be dangerous ta the fub-
jeéts, who, lying fo much under the influence of turbu-
lent nobles, had ever paid but an imperfe& obedience even
to their hereditary princes. For thefe reafons Henry was
determined never to have recourfe to this claim; the only
one, on which his authority could confiftently ftand : He
rather chofe to patch up his title in the beft manner he
could, from other pretenfions: And in the end, he left

himfelf,
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C H A P himfelf, in the eyes of men of fenfe, no ground of right;
L.XV“L but his prefent pofleflion; a very precarious foundationy
1399. - which, by its Wery natute, was liable to be overthrown
by every faction of the great, or prejudice of the people:
He had indeed a prefent advantage over his competitor !
T'he heir of the houfe of Mortimer; who had been declared
in parliament heir to the ccown, was a boy of feven years
of age*: His friends confulted his fafety by keeping fis
lence with regard to his title: Henry detained him and
his younger brother in an honourable cuftody at Windfor
caftle: But he bad reafon to dread, that; in proportion
as that nobleman grew to man’s eftate, he would draw
to him the attachment of the people, and make them re-
fie® on the fraud, violence, and injuftice, by which he
had been excluded from the throne. Many favourable
topics would occur in his behalf: He was a native of
England; poflefled an extenfive intereft from the greats
nefs and alliances of his family ; however eriminal the
depofed monarch, this youth was entirely innocent; he
was of the fame religion, and educated in the fame man-
ners with the people, and could net be governed by any
feparate intereft : Thefe views would all concur to favout
his claim ; and though the abilities of the prefent prince
might ward off any dangerous revolution, it was juftly
to be apprehended, that his authority could with difficulty

be brought to equal that of his predeceflors.

HEeNRY in his very firft parliament had reafon to fee the
danger attending that ftation, which he had afflumed, and
the obftacles which he would meet with in governing an
unruly ariftocracy, always divided by fation, and at pres
fent inflamed with the refentments; confequent on fuch
recent convulfions. The peers, on their aflembling; broke
out into violent animofities againft each other; forty
gauntlets, the pledges of furious battle, were thrown on

k Dugdale, voli i. p. 151,
' the
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the floor of the houfe by noblemen who gave mutual
challenges ; and /iar and traitor refounded from all quar-
ters, The king had fo much authority with thefe
doughty champions, as to prevent all the combats, which
they threatened ; but he was not able to bring them to
a proper compofure, or to an amicable difpofition towards
each other,

IT was not long before thefe paffions broke into ation,
The earls of Rutland, Kent, and Huntingdon, and lord
Spencer, who were now degraded from the refpective titles
of Albemarle, Surrey, Exeter, and Glocefter, conferred
on them by Richard, entered into a confpiracy, together
with the earl of Salifbury and lord Lumley, for raifing
an infurrettion, and for feizing the king’s perfon at Wind-
for!; but the treachery of Rutland gave him warning of
the danger, He fuddenly withdrew to London ;5 and the
confpirators, who came to Windfor with a body of 500
horfe, found that they had miffed this blow, on which all
the fuccefs of their enterprize depended, Henry appeared,
next day, at Kingfton upon Thames, at the head of
20,000 men, moftly drawn from the city ; and his ene-
mies, unable to refift his power, difperfed them{elves, with
a view of raifing their followers in the feveral counties,
which were the feat of their intereft. But the adherents
of the king were hot in the purfuit, and every where op-
pofed themfelves to their progrefs. The earls of Keng
and Salifbury were feized at Cirencefler by the citizens ;
and were next day beheaded without farther ceremony,
according to the cuftom of the times ™. The citizens of
Briftol treated Spencer and Lumley in the fame manner,
The earl of Huntingdon, Sir Thomas Blount, and Sir
Benedict Sely, who were alfo taken prifoners, fuffered

I Walfingham, p. 362. Otterbourne, Pe 2244 7 Walfingham,
P 363. Ypod, Neutt, 5560
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CH A P. death, with many others of the confpirators, by orders

VI ~ .
«— — from Henry. And when the quarters of thefe unhappy
1400, men were brought to London, no lefs than cighiteen bi-

1401,

thops and thirty-two mitred abbots, joined the populace,
and met them with the moft indecent marks of joy and
exultation.

Bur the fpectacle the moft fhocking to every one, who
retained any fentiment either of honour or humanity, {till
remained. ‘The ear]l of Rutland appeared, carrying on a
pole the head of lord Spencer, hisbrother-in-law, which
he prefented in triumph to Henry, as a teftimony of his
loyalty. This infamous man, who was foon after duke of
York by ‘the death of his father, and firft prince of the
blood, had been inftrumental in the murder of his uncle,
the duke of Glocefter »; had then deferted Richard, by
whom he was trufted ; had confpired againft the life of
Henry, to whom he had fworn allegiance; had betrayed
his affociates, whom he had feduced into this enterprize ;
and now difplayed, in the face of the world, thefe badges
of his multiplied difhonour.

HEeNRY was fenfible, that, though the execution of thefe
confpirators might feem to give fecurity to his throne, the
animofities, which remain after {uch bloody fcenes, are
always dangerous to  royal authority ; and he therefore
determined not to encreafe, by any hazardous enterprize,
thofe numerous enemies, with whom he was every where
environed. While a fubjeét, he was believed to have
ftrongly imbibed all the principles of his father, the duke
of Lancafter, and to have adopted the prejudicés which
the Lollards infpired againft the abufes of the cftablifhed
church : But finding himfelf poffefled of the throne by
fo precarious a title, he thought fuperflition a neceflary
implement of public authority; and he refolved, by every

R Dugdale, vol, i, p. 1716
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expedient, to pay court to the clergy. There were hi-C H A P,

therto no penal laws enacted 4gainft herefy; an indul-.
gence which had proceeded, not from a {pirit of toleration
in the Romith church, but from the ignorance and fim-
plicity of the people, which had rendered them unfit
either for ftarting or receiving any new or curious doc-
trines, and which needed not to be reftrained by rigor-
ous penalties. But when the learning and genius of
Wickliffe had once broken, in fome meafure, the fetters
of prejudice, the ecclefiaftics called aloud for the punifh-
ment of his difciples; and the king, who was very little
fcrupulous in his conduct, was eafily induced to facrifice
his principles to his intereft, and to acquire the favour of
the church by that moft effectual method, the gratifying of
their vengeance againft opponents. He engaged the par-
liament to pafs a law for that purpofe: It was enacted,
that, when any heretic, who relapfed or refufed to abjure
his opinions, was delivered over to the fecular arm by
the bithop or his commiffaries, he fhould be committed
to the flames by the civil magiftrate before the whole
people . This weapon did not long remain unemployed
in the hands of the clergy : William Sautré, re€or of St,
Ofithes in London, had been condemned by the convo-
cation of Canterbury ; his fentence was ratified by the
houfe of peers; the king iflued his writ for the execu-
tion P ; and the unhappy man atoned for his erroneous
opinions by the penalty of fire. This is the firft inftance
of that kind in England ; and thus one horror more was
added to thofe difinal {cenes, which at that time were al-
ready but too familiar to the people.

Bur the utmoft precaution and prudence of Henry
could not fhield him from thofe numerous inquietudes,
which aflailed him from every quarter, T'he connexions
of Richard with the royal family of France made that

e 2 Heary 1V, chap, vii, P Rymer, vol, viii. p, 178.
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court exert its altivity to recover his authority, or rea

¢ — venge hisdeath 9 ; but though the confufions in England

1401.

Infurre&ion
in Wales,

tempted the French to engage in fome enterprize; by
which they might diftrefs their ancient enemy, the greater
confufions; which they experienced at.home, obliged
them quickly to accommodate matters; and Charles; cons
tent with recovering his daughter from Henry’s hands;
1aid afide his preparations, and renewed the truce between
the kingdoms .  The attack of Guienne was alfo an in-
viting attempt, which the prefent factions; that prevailed
among the French, obliged them to negle@t. The Gaf-
cons; affectionate to the memory of Richard, who was
born among them; refufed to {wear allegiahce to a prince
that had dethroned and murdered him ; and the appear=
ance of a French atmy on their frontiers; would probably
have tempted them to change mafters 5,  But the earl of
Worcefter, arriving with fome Englith troops; gave
countenance to the partizans of Henry, and overawed
their opponients. Religion too was here found a cement
to their union with England. The Gafcons had been
engaged by Richard’s authority to acknowledge the pope
of Rome ; and they were fenfible, that; if they fubmitted
to France, it would be neceffary for them to pay obedi-
ence to the pope of Avignon, whom they had been taught
to deteft as a {chifmatic. Their principles on this head
were too faft rooted to admit of any fudden or violent als
teration.

THE revolution in England proved likewife the occas
fion of an infurretion in Wales. Owen Glendour, of
Glendourduy, defcended from the ancient princes of that
country, had become obnoxious on account of his attach-
ment to Richard; and Reginald, lord Gray of Ruthyn,
who was clofely connefled with the new king, and whe

. @ Rymer, vol. viii. p. 123. * Ibid, vol, viii, p, ¥42. 152, zig-
s 1bid, vols viil, pfrio, 1114
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Bk &% v 67

eijoyed a great fortune in the marches of Wales, thought C ;{71[1\[ P,
the opportunity favourable for opprefling his neighbour, “—\f—i
and taking pofleflion of his eftate &. Glendour, provoked 1401
at the injuftice, and ftill more at the indignity, recovered
pofleflion by the fword * : Henry fent afliftance to Gray v ;
the Welfh took part with Glendour: A troublefome and
tedious war was kindled, which Glendour long fuftained
by his valour and activity, aided by the natural firength
of the country, and the untamed fpirit of its inhabitants.
As Glendour committed devaftations promifcuoufly on
all the Englifh, he infefted the eftate of theearl of Marche;
and Sir Edmund Mortimer, uncle to that nobleman, led
out the retainers of the family, and gave battle to the

Welth chieftain : His troops were routed, and he was
taken prifoner *: At the fame time, the earl himfelf, who
had been allowed to retire ta his caftle of Wigmore, and
who, though a mere boy, took the field with his follow=
ers, fell allo into Glendour’s hands, and was carried by
him into Walesy. AsHenry dreaded and hated all the fa-
mily of Marche, he allowed the ear] to remain in capti-
vity ; and though that young nobleman was nearly allied
to the Piercies, to whofe afiiftance he himfelf had owed
his crown, he refufed to the earl of Northumberland per-
miflion to treat of his ranfem with Glendour.

THE uncertainty in which Henry’s affairs ftood during
a long time with France, as well as the confufions incident
to all greatchanges in government, tempted the Scots to
make incurfions into England ; and Henry, defirous of
taking revenge upon them, but afraid of rendering his
new governmeat unpopular by requiring great fupplieg
from his fubjeéls, fummoned at Weftminfter a council of
the peers, without the commons, and laid before them

t Vita Ric. fec, p. 177, 172. u ‘Walfingham, p. 364.
w Vita Ric. fec. p. 172, 173, % Dugdale, vel. i. p. 1504
¥ Ibid, voh i, p. 51552
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1402,

conftitutin was now much decayed: There remained
only fo nuch of that fabric as affeted the civil rights
and propeties of men : Ard the peers here undertook,
but volunarily, to attend the king in an expedition againft
Scotland, each of them at the head of a certain number
of his retiners2. Henry conduted this army to Edin-
burgh, of which he eafily made himfelf mafter ; and he
there {umnoned Robert I[I. to do homage to him for his
crownb. But finding that the Scots would neither
fubmit ne give him battle, he returned in three weeks,
after makng this ufelefs bravadoe; and he difbanded his
army.

In the fubfequent feafon, Archibald eart of Douglas,
at the hed of 12,000 men, and attended by many of
the princbal nobility of Scotland, made an irruption into
England, and committed devaftations on the northern
counties, On his return home, he was overtaken by the
Piercies, 1t Homeldon on the borders of England, and a
fierce batle enfued, where the Scots were totally routed.
Douglas limfelf was taken prifoner ; as was Mordac earl
of Fife, on of the duke of Albany, and nephew of the
Scottith ling, with the earls of Angus, Murray, and
Orkney, tnd many others of the gentry and nobility <,
When Henry received intelligence of this vicory, he
fent the arl of Northumberland orders not to ranfom his
prifoners, which that nobleman regarded as his right, by
the lawsof war, received in that age. The king in-
tended tcdetain them, that he might be able by their
means tomake an advantageous peace with Scotland ;
but by ths policy he gave a frefh difguft to the family of
Piercy.

Z Rymer,vol, viii. p. 125, 126. 2 Ibid, p. 125,
b Ibid, p.rgs, 156, &c. ¢ Walfingham, p, 336, Vita Ric, fec,
p. 180, Chon, Otterbourne, p, 237,

THE
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Tue obligations, which Henry had owed to North-‘3XHW~‘[\I P,

umberland, were of a kind the moft likely 0 produce —— —u

ingratitude on the one fide, and difcontent on the other. ”e’ o of
! he earl O

The fovereign naturally became jealous of that power, Northum-
berland re-

which had advanced him to the throne; and the fubject
was not eafily fatisfied in the returns which he thought
fo great a favour had merited. Though Henry, on his
acceflion, had beftowed the office of conftable on North-
umberland for life ¢y and conferred other gifis on that
family, thefe favours were regarded as their due ; the re-
fufal of any other requeft was deemed an injury. The
impatient {pirit of Harry Piercy, and the factious difpofi-
tion of the earl of Worcefter, younger brother of North-
umberland, inflamed the difcontents of that nobleman

and the precarious title of Henry tempted him to feek re-
venge, by overturning that throne, which he had at firft
eftablithed. He entered into a correfpondence with Glen=
dour : He gave liberty to the earl of Douglas, and made
an alliance with that martial chief: He rouzed up all
his partizans to arms; and fuch unlimited authority at
that time belonged to the great families, tha: the fame
men, whom, a few years before, he had condufled againft
Richard, now followed his ftandard in oppofition to
Henry, When war was ready to break out, Northum=
berland was feized with a fudden illnefs at Berwic ; and
young Piercy, taking the command of the troops, march-
ed towards Shrewfbury, in order to join his forces with
thofe of Glendour. The king had happily a fmall armp
on foot, with which he had intended to aét zgainft the
Scots ; and knowing the importance of celerity in all
civil wars, he inftantly hurried down, that he might give
battle to the rebels. He approached Piercy near Shrewf=
bury, before that nobleman was joined by Glendour ;

d Rymer, yol. viii. p. 89
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and the policy of one leader, and impatience of the other,

S made them haften to a f*cneml (nmge"ncnt.

3403,

"THE evening before the battle, Piercy fenta manifefta.
to Henry, in which he renounced his allegiance, fet that
prince at defiance, and in the name of his father and
uncle, as well as his own, enumerated all the grievances,
of which, he pretended, thenation had reafon to complain.
He upbraided him with the perjury, of which he had been
guilty, when, on landing at Ravenfpur, he had fworn
upon the gofpels, beforc the earl of Northumberland,
that he had no other intention than to recover the dutchy
of Lancafter, and that he would ever remain a faith=
ful fubject to king Richard. He aggravated his guilt
in firlt dethroning, then murdering that prince, and in
ufurping on the title of the houfe of Mortimer, to whom,
both by lineal fucceflion, and by declarations of parlia-
ment, the throne, when vacant by Richard’s demife, did
of right belong. He complained of his cruel policy,
allowing the young earl of Marche, whom he ought to
regard as his fovereign, to remain a captive in the hands
of his ¢nemies, and in even refufing to all his friends per-
miflion to treat of his ranfom. He charged him again
with perjury in loading the nation with heavy taxes, after
having fworn, that, without the utmoft neceflity, he
would never levy any impofitions upon them, And he
reproached him with the arts employed in procuring fa-
vourable eleftions into parliament 5 arts, which he him=
felf had before imputed as a crime to Richard, and which
he had made one chief reafon of that prince’s arraignment
and depofition =. This manifefto was well calculated ta
inflame the quarrel between the partics: The bravery of
the two leaders promifed an obftinate engagement : And
the equaiity of the armies, being each aboeut 12,009
men, 2 number which was not unmanageable by thg

e Hall, fol. 21, 22, &c,

comman_dc_rs§



0ok W OB ST,

7r

eommanders, gave reafon to expect a great effufion of C H A P.
b2 I

blood on both fides, and a very doubtful iflue to the
combat.

WeE fhall fearcely find any battle in thofe ages, where
the fhock was more terrible and more conftant. Henry
expofed his perfon in the thickeft of the fight : His gallant
fon, whofe military atchievements were afterwards fo
renowned, and who here performed his neviciate in
arms, fignalized himfelf on his father’s footfteps, and
even a wound, which he received in the face with a
arrow, could not oblige him to quit the field f. Piercy
fupported that fame, which he had acquired in many a
bloody combat. And Douglas, his ancient enemy and
now his friend, ftill appeared his rival, amid{t the horror
and confufion of the day. This nobleman performed
feats of valour, which are almoft incredible : He feemed
determined that the king of England fhould that day fall
by his arm : He {ought him all over the field of battle: And
as Henry, either to elude the attacks of the enemy upon
his perfon, or to encourage his own men by the belief of
his prefence every where, had accoutered feveral captaing
in the royal garb, the fword of Douglas rendered this ho-
nour fatal to many ¢ PBut while the armies were con-
tending in this furious manner, the death of Piercy, by
an unknown hand, decided the vi&ory, and the royalifts
prevailed. There are {aid to have falien that day on both
fides ‘near two thoufand three hundred gentlemen ; but
the perfons of greateft diftinétion were on the king’s; the
earl of Stafford, Sir Hugh Shirley, Sir Nicholas Gaufel,
$ir Hugh Mortimer, Sir John Maffey, Sir John Calverly.
About fix thoufand private men perifhed, of whom two
thirds were of Piercy’s army b, The earls of Worcefter
and Douglas were taken prifoners: The former was be-

§ T. Livii, p. 3. g Walfingham, p, 365, 367, Hall, fol. 22,
¥ Chron, Otterbourne, ps 224 Ypod. Nguft, p. 560,
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CH A P.headed at Shrewfbury ; the latter was treated with the

XVIH

“—  —— courtefly due’to his rank and merit.

2403,

1405,

THE earl of Northumberland, having recovered from
his ficknefs, had levyed a frefh army, and was on his
march to join his fon ; but being oppofed by the earl of
Weftmoreland, and hearing of the defeat at Shrewfbury,
he difmifled his forces, and came with a {mall retinue to
the king at York i. He pretended, that his fole inten-
tion in arming was to mediate between the parties : Hen~
¥y thought proper to accept of the apology, and even
granted him a pardon for his offence : All the other rebels
were treated with equal lenity ; and except the earl of
Worcefter and Sir Richard Vernon, who were regarded
as the chief authors of the infurreion, rio perfon, en-
gaged in this dangerous enterprize, feems to have pe-
fithed by the hands of the executioner &,

Bur Northumberland, though he had been pardoned,
knew, that he never fhould be truffed, and that he was
too powerful to be cordially forgiven by a prince, whofe
ficuation gave him fuch reafonable grounds of jealoufy.
It was the effect either of Henry’s vigilance or good fors
tune, or of the narrow genius of his enemies, that na
proper concert was ever formed among them : They rofe
in rebellion one after another ; and thereby afforded him
an opportunity of {uppreffing fingly thole infurreGtions,
which, had they been united, might have proved fatal to
his aythority. The earl of Nottingham, fon of the duke
of Norfolk, and the archbifhop of York, brother to the
earl of Wiltthire, whom Henry, then duke of Lancafter,
had beheaded at Briftol, though they had remained quiet
while Piercy was in the field, ftill harboured in their
breaft a violent hatred againft the enemy of their fami=
lies ; and they determined, in conjunétion with the earl

! Chron, Otterbourne, p, 223, k Rymer, vol, viii, p. 353.
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of Northumberland, to feek revenge againft him, Theycxgvﬁr P,
betook themfelves to arms before that powerful nobleman Ao
was prepared to join them; and publithing a manifefto, 1408
in which they reproached Henry with his ufurpation of
the crown and the murder of the late king, they required,
that the right line thould be reftored, and all public grie-
vances be redrefled. The earl of Weftmoreland, whofe
power lay in the neighbourhood, approached them with
an inferior force at Shipton near York ; and being afraid
to hazard an a&ion, he attempted to fubdue them by a
firatagem, which nothing but the greateft folly and fim-
plicity on their part could have rendered fuccefsful, He
defired a conference with the archbifhop and earl between
the armies: He heard their grievances with great pati-
ence: He begged them to propofe the remedies: He ap-
proved of every expedient which they fuggefted: He grant-
ed them all their demands: He alfo engaged that Henry
fhould give them entire fatisfaltion : And when he faw
them pleafed with the facility of his conceflions, he obs
ferved to them, that, fince amity was now in effe&t re-
ftored between them, it were better on both fides to difmifs
their forces, which otherwife would prove an unfupport-
able burthen to the country. The archbifhop and the
ear] of Nottingham immediately gave dire&ions to that
purpofe: Their troops difbanded upon the field : But
Weftmoreland, who had fecretly iflued contrary orders to
bis army, feized the two rebels without refiftance, and
carried them to the king, who was advancing with hafty
marches to fupprefs the infurre&ion'. The trial and
punithment of an archbifhop might bave proved a trou-
blefome and dangerous undertaking, had Henry proceeded
regularly, and allowed time for an oppofition to form
itfelf againft that unufual meafure: "The celerity of the
¢xccution alone could here render it fafe and prudent,

! Walfingham, p. a73. Otterbeurne, p. 255,
Finding
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Finding that Sir William Gafcoigne, the chief juftice,
made fome fcruple of acting on this occafion, he appoint-
ed Sir William Fulthorpe for judge ; who, without any
indi@ment, trial, or defence, pronounced fentence of
death upon the prelate, which was prefently executed.
Fhis was the firlt inftance in England of a capital punith-
ment infli®ed on a bithop; whence the clergy of that
rank might learn, that their crimes, more than thofe of
laics, were not to pafs with impunity. The earl of Not-
tingham was condemned and executed in the fame fum-
mary manner : But though many other perfons of condi-
tion, fuch as lord Falconberg, Sir Ralph Haftings, Sir
John Colville, were engaged in this rebellion, no others
feem to have fallen victims to Henry’s feverity,

‘THE ear]l of Northumbesrland, on receiving this intel-
Jigence, fled into Scotland, together with lord Bardolfi;
and the king, without oppofition, reduced all the caftles
and fortrefles belonging to thefe noblemen. He thence
turned his arms againft Glendour, over whom his fon,
the prince of Wales, had obtained fome advantages: But
that enemy, more troublefome than dangerous, {till found
means of defending himfelf in his faftnefles, and of elud-
though not refifting, all the force of England. In

mng, >

a fubfequent feaflon, the earl of Northumberland and lord
Bardolf, impatient of their exile, entered the North, in
hopes of raifing the people to arms; but found the coun-
try in fuch a pofture as rendered 2ll their attempts unfuc-
cefsful.  Sir Thomas Rokefby, fheriff of Yorkfhire,
levied fome forces, attacked the invaders at Bramham,
and gained a victory, in which both Northumberland and
Bardolf were flain™. This profperous event, joined ta
the death of Glendour, which happened foon after, freed
Henry from all his domeftic. enemies ; and this prince,

who had mounted the throne by fuch unjuftifiable means,

1 Walfingham, p. 374, m Ibid, p, 377, Chron, Otterb, p. 261,
and
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and held it by fuch an exceptionable title, had yet, by his C ” A Py
valour, prudence, and addrefs, accuftomed the people to\ i

the yoke, and had obtained a greater afcendant over his
haughty barons, than the law alone, not fupported by
thefe ative qualities, was ever able to confer.

ArouT the fame time, fortune gave Henry an advan-
tage over that neighbour, who, by his fituation, was
moft enabled to difturb his government.  Robert III.
king of Scots, was a prince, though of flender capacity,
extremely innocent and inoffenfive in his conduct: But
Scotland, at that time, was ftill lefs fitted than England
for cherithing, or even enduring, fovereigns of that cha-
rafter., The duke of Albany, Rebert’s brother, a prince
of more abilities, at leaft of a more boifterous and violent
difpolition, had aflumed the government of the flate; and
pot fatisfied with prefent authority, he entertained the
criminal purpofe of extirpating his brother’s children,
and of acquiring the crown to his own family, He
threw in prifon David, his eldeft nephew; who there
perithed by hunger: James alone, the younger brother
of David, ftaod between that tyrant and the throne; and
king Robert, fenfible of his fon’s danger, embarked him
on board a thip, with a view of fending him to France,
and entrufting him to the protc&ion of that friendly
j::)xver. Unfortunately, the veflel was taken by the Eng-
lith ; prince James, a boy about nine years of age, was
carried to London ; and though there fubfifted at that
time a truce between the kingdoms, Henry refufed to re-
ftore the young prince to his hberty. Robert, worn out
with cares and infirmities, was unable to bear the fhock
of this laft misfortune ; and he foon after died, leaving
the government in the hands of the duke of Albany®.
Henry was now more fenfible than ever of the i importance
of the acquifition, which he had made : While he re-

© Buchznan, libs 10,
tained
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CXHVSER tained fuch a pledge, he was fure of keeping the duke of
‘e Albany in dependance ; or if offended, he could eafily,
1497. by reftoring the true heir, take ample revenge upon the
ufurper. But though the king, by detaining James in

the Englith court, had thown himfelf fomewhat deficient

in generofity, he made ample amends, by giving that

prince an excellent education, which afterwards qualified

him, when he mounted the throne, to reform, in fome
meafure, the rude and barbarous manners of his native

country.
THE hoftile difpofitions, which of late had prevailed
between France and England, were reftrained, during the
greater part of this reign, from appearing in a&ion.
‘The jealoufies and civil commotions, with which both
nations were difturbed, kept each of them from taking
advantage of the unhappy fituation of its neighbour, But
as the abilities and good fortune of Henry had fooner been
able to compofe the Englifh factions, this prince began,
in the later part of his reign, to look abroad, and to fo-
ment the animofities between the families of Burgundy
and Orleans, by which the government of France was,
during that period, fo much diftracted. He knew, that
one great fource of the national difcontent againit his pre-
deceflor, was the ina&ivity of his reign ; and he hoped,
by giving a new direction to the reftlefs and unquiet {pi-
rits of his people, to prevent their breaking out in domef-
1411, tic wars and diforders.. ‘That he might unite policy
with force, he firft entered into treaty with the duke
of Burgundy, and fent that prince a {mall body of
troops, which fupported him againit his enemies?. Soon
after, he hearkened to more advantageous propbfals
made him by the duke of Orleans, and difpatched a greater
1412, body to fupport that party9. But the leaders of the op-
pofite factions having made a temporary accommodation,

P Wallingham, p. 380, 4 Rymer, vol. viii. p. 715. 738,
thg
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the interefts of the Englith were facrificed ; and this effort CXF‘I,X?I P
of Henry proved, in the iffue, entirely vain and fruitlefs, :
The declining ftate of his health and the fhortnefs of his 1412
reign, prevented him from renewing the attempt, which

his more fortunate fon carried to fo great a length againft

the French monarchy.

Such were the military and foreign tranfalions of this Parliamens.
reign: The civil and parliamentary are fomewhat more ;rg,:‘a"m‘
memorable, and more worthy of our attention. During
the two laft reigns, the ele@ions of the commons had
appeared a circumftance of government not to be ne-
glected ; and Richard was even accufed of ufing un-
warrantable methods for procuring to his partizans a feat
in that houfe, 'This pratice formed one confiderable
article of charge againft him in his depofition ; yet Henry
ferupled not to tread in his footfleps, and to encourage
the fame abufes in elections, Laws were enaed againft
fuch undue influence, and even a fheriff was punifhed
for an iniquitous return, which he had made r : But laws
were commonly, at that time, very ill executed ; and the
liberties of the people, fuch as they were, flood on a
furer bafis than on laws and parliamentary eletions.

Though the houfe of commons was little able to with~

ftand the violent currents, which perpetually ran be-
tween the monarchy and the ariftocracy, and though that
houfe might eafily be brought, at a particular time, to
make the moft unwarrantable conceffions to either ; the
general inftitutions of the flate fill remained invariable 3
the interefts of the feveral members continued on the fame
footing ; the fword was in the hands of the fubje& ; and
the government, though thrown into temporary diforder,
foon fettled itfelf on its ancient foundations.

Duri1ye the greater part of this reign, the king was
obliged to court popularity ; and the houfe of commons,

T Cotten, pv 429,

q fenfible
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C H A P. [enfible of their own importance, began to aflume powers
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which had not ufually been exercifed by their predeceflors:
In the firft year of Henry, they procured a law, that no
judge, in concurring with any iniquitous meafure, fhould
be excufed by pleading the orders of the king, or even
the danger of his own life from the menaces of the foves
reigns. In the fecond year, they infifted on maintain=
ing the praltice of not granting any fupply before they
received an anfwer to their petitions ; which was a tacit
manner of bargaining with the prince®. In the fifth
year, they defired the king to remove from his houfehold
four perfons who had difpleafed them, among whom
was his own confeflor ; and Henry, though he told them;
that he knew of no offence which thefe men had
committed, yet, in order to gratify them, complied with
their requeft *. In the fixth year, they voted the king
fupplies, but appointed treafurers of their own, to fee
the money difburfed for the purpofes intended, and re-
quired them to deliver in their accounts to the houfe ¥,
In the eighth year, they propofed, for the regulation of
the government and houfehold, thirty important articles,
which were all agreed to; and they even obliged all the
members of council, all the judges, and all the officers
of the houfehold, to fwear to the obfervance of them *.
The abridger of the records remarks the unufual liberties
taken by the fpeaker and the houfe during this period 7.
But the great authority of the commons was but a tem-
porary advantage, atifing from the prefent fituation. In
a fubfequent parliament, when the fpeaker made his cuf
tomary application to the throne for liberty of {peech,

the king, having now overcome all his domeftic diffi-
culties, plainly told him, that he would have no novelties
jntroduced, and would enjoy his prerogatives. But on

s Cotton, p. 364. t [bid, p. 406. u Ibid. p. 426,
w Ibid, p. 438, % 1bid, ps 4505 457¢ y 1bid, p. 462
i the
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the whole, the limitations of the government feem to C‘,HV;/}*[ .

have been more fenfibly felt, and more carefully main-k;,_..a

taired by Henry, than by any of his predeceflors. B
DurinG this reign, when the houfe of commons

were, at any time, brought to make unwary conteflions

to the crown, they alfo fhewed their freedom by a fpeedy

retraCtation of them. Henry, though he entertained a

perpetual and well-grounded jealcufy of the family of

Mortimer, allowed not their name to be once mentioned

in parliament ; and as none of the rebels had ventured té

declare the earl of Marche king, he never attempted to

procure, what would not have been refufod Him, an ex-

prefs declaration againft the claim of that nobleman ; be-

caufe he knew that fuch a declaration, in the prefent

¢ircumitances, would have no authority, and would only

ferve to revive the memory of Mortimer’s title in the

minds of the people. He proceeded in his purpofe after a

more artful and covert manner. He procured a fettlement

of the crown on himfclf and his heirs-male %, thereby

tacitly excluding the females, and transferring the Salic

law into the Englith government. He thought, that,

though the houfe of Plantagenet had at firft derived their

title from a female, this was a remote event, unknown

to the gencrality of the people ; and if he could once ac~

cuftom them to the pra&ice of excluding women, the

title of the earl of Marche would gradually be forgotten

and neglected by them. But he was very unfortunate in
this attempt, During the long contefts with France,
-fie injuftice of the Salic law had been fo much exclaimed
againft by the nation, that a congary principle had taken
deep root in the minds of men ; and it was now become
mmpoflible to eradicate it. The fame houfe of commons,
therefore, in a fubfequent feflion, apprehenfive that they
had overturned the foundations of the Englith govern~

3 Cotteg, p. 454,
ment,
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CHAP. rﬁent, and that they had opened the door to more civil

(VI : 1 : s
; Ys , wars than might enfue even from the irregular elevation
1412, of the houfe of Lancafter, applied with fuch earneftnefs

for a new fettlement of the crown, that Henry yielded to
their requeft, and agreed to the fucceffion of the princefles
of his family® A certain proof, that nobody was, in
his heart, fatisfied with the king’s title to the crown, or
knew on what principle to reft it.

BuT though the commons, during this reign, fhowed
a laudable zeal for liberty in their tranfactions with the
crown ; their efforts againft the church were ftill more
extraordinary, and feemed to anticipate very much the fpi-
rit which became fo general in little more than a century
afterwards. I know, that the credit of thefe paflages
refts entirely on one ancient hiftorian ® ; but that hifto-
rian was contemporary, was a clergyman, and it was
contrary to the interefts of his order to preferve the me=«
mory of fuch tranfactions, much more to forge prece-
dents, ‘which pofterity might, fome time, be tempted to
imitate. This is a truth fo evident, that the moft likely
way of accounting for the filence of the records on this
head, is by fuppofing, that the authority of fome church-
men was {o great as to procure a razure, with regard to
thefe circumitances, which the indifcretion of one of that
order has happily preferved to us.

In the fixth of Henry, the commons, who had been
required to grant fupplies, propofed in plain terms to the
king, that he fhould feize all the temporalities of the
church, and employ them as a perpetual fund to ferve the
exigencies of the ftate. They infifted, that the clergy
poffefled a third of the lands of the kingdom ; that they
contributed nothing to the public burdens; and thet
their riches tended only to difqualify them from performing
their minifterial funétions with proper zeal and atten-

2 Rymer, vol, viils p, 462, b Walfipgham.
tion,



HENRY v 81

tion. When this addrefs was prefented, the archbiﬂlopcxfi”‘?‘ P
of Canterbury, who then attended the king, objc&ed,;_\,__'_;
that the clergy, though they went not in perfon to the 4%
wars, fent their vaflals and tenants in all cafes of necef-

fity ; while at the fame time they themfelves, who ftaid

at home, were employed, night and day, in offering up

their prayers for the happinefs and profperity of the ftate.

The fpeaker fmiled, and anfwered without referve, that

he thought the prayers of the church but a very flender

fupply. The archbifhop however prevailed in the dif-

pute : The king difcouraged the application of the com-

mons : And the lords rejeéted the bill which the lower

houfe had framed for ftripping the church of her re-

e i s =

venues ©,

THr commons were not difcouraged by this repulfe :
In the eleventh of the king they returned to the charge
with more zeal than before: They made a calculation
of all the ecclefiaftical revenues, which, by their ac-
count, amounted to 485,000 marks a-year, and con-
tained 18,400 ploughs of land.  They propofed to divide
this property among fifteen new earls, 1500 knights,
6000 efquires, and a hundred hofpitals ; befides 20,000
pounds a-year, which the king might take for his own
ufe : And they infifted, that the clerical functions would
be better performed than at prefent, by 15,000 parith
priefts, paid at the rate of feven marks a-piece of yearly
ftipend ¢, This application was accompanied with an
addrefs for mitigating the ftatutes enacted againft the
Lollards, which fhows from what fource the addrefs
came. The king gave the commons a fevere reply ; and
farther to fatisfy the church, and to prove that he was
quite in earneft, he ordered a Lollard to be burned before

|
e
L
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the diffolution of the parliament °,

© Walfingham, p. 371, ¥pod Neuft. p. 563. 4 Walfingham,
ps 379, Tity Livius, e Rymer, vol. vilis p. 627, Otterbourne,
F' 267.

Yor. IIL G . ' Ws




82

CH AP,
XVIIL
R
£413.

20thMarch.
Death,

and charac-
ter of the
king.

HISTORY OF ENGLAND:.

We have now related almoft all the memorable tranf-
aQions of this reign, which was bufy and adtive; but
produced few events, that deferve to be tran{mitted to
pofterity. The king was fo much employed in defending
his crown, which he had obtained by unwarrantable
nreans, and poflefled by a bad title, that he had little
leifure to look abroad, or perform any aétion, which
might redound to the honour and advantage of the na-
tion. His health declined fome months before his death :
He was fubjelt to fits, which bereaved -him, for the time,
of his fenfes : And though he was yet in the flower of
his age; his end was vifibly approaching. 'He expired at
Weftminfter in the forty-fixth year of his age, and the
thirteenth of his reign.

THEe great popularity, which ‘Henry enjoyed before
he attained the erown, and which had fo much aided
him in the acquifition of it, was entirely loft many years
before the ‘end of his reign ; and he governed his people
more by terror than by affection, more by his own policy
than by their fenfe of duty or allegiance. "When men
came to refleCt in cool blood on the crimes which had
led him to ‘the throne; the rebellion againft his prince ;
the depofition of a lawful king, guilty fometimes per-
haps of oppreflion, but more frequently of indifcretion ;
the exclufion of the true'heir; the murder of his fove-
reign and near relation ; thefe were fuch enormiities as
drew on him the hatred of his fubje@s, fan&ified all the
rebellions againft him, and made the executions, though
not remarkably fevere, which he found neceflary for the
maintenance of his authority, appear cruel as well as ini=
quitous to the people. Yet without pretending to apolo-
gize for thefe crimes, which muft ever be held in detefta-
tion, it may be remarked, that he was infenfibly led into
this blameable conduct by a train of incidents, which few
men poflefs virtue enough to withftand, ‘The injuftice

with
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with which his predeceffor had treated bim, in firft con-C H A P,

demning him to banithment, then defpoiling him of
his patrimony, made him naturally think of revenge, and
of regovering his loft yights; the headlong zeal of the
people hurnied him into the throme; the care of his ewn
decurity, as well as- his ambition, made him an ufurper;
and the fleps bave always been fo few between the prifons
of ;princes and their graves, that we need.not wonder, that
Richard’s fate was no exception to.the general rule. All
thefe confiderations make Henry’s {ityation, if he retained
any fenfe of virtye, much to be lamented 5 and the in-
quietude, with which -he poflefled his envied greatnefs;
and the remorfes, by which, it is faid, he was continually
haunted, render him an object of our pity, even when
feated upon the throne, But it muft be owned, that his
prudence and vigilance and forefight, in maintaining his
power, .were admirable : His command of temper remark-
able: His courage, both military and political, without
blemith : And he poflefled many qualities, which fitted
him for his high ftation, and which rendered his ufurpa-
tion of it, though pernicious in afterstimes, rather falu~
tary, during his own reign, to the Englifh nation.

HENrY was twice married : By his firft wife, Mary de
Bohun, daughter and co-heir of the earl of Hereford, he
had four fons, Henry, his fucceffor in the throne, Tho=
mas duke of Clarence, John duke of Bedford, and Hum=
phrey duke of Glocefter; and two daughters, Blanche
and Philippa, the former married to the duke of Bavaria,
the latter to the king of Denmark. His fecond wife,
Jane, whom he married after he was king, and who was
daughter of the king of Navarre, and widow of the duke
of Britanny, brought him no iffue.

By an ac of the fifth of this reign, it is made felony
to cut out any perfon’s tongue or put out his eyes;
crimes, which, the a& fays, were very frequent, This
favage fpirit of revenge denotes a barbarous people ; though

G2 perhaps
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C H A P.perhaps it was encreafed by the prevailing factions and
xvim, PP s

e civil commotions. : ] ook
1413, CoMMERCE was very little underftood in this reign, as

in all the preceding. 1In particular, a great jealoufy pre-
vailed againft merchant flrangers; and many reftraints were
by law impofed upon them ; namely, that they fhould
lay out in Englith manufactures or commodities all the
money acquired by the fale of their goods; that they
fhould not buy or fell with one another, and that all their
goods fhould be difpofed of three months after importas
tionf. This laft claufe was found fo inconvenient, that
it was foon after repealed by parliament.

IT appears that the expence of this king’s houfehold
amounted to the yearly fum of 19,5001, money of that
ageés,

GuicciarDIN tells us, that the Flemings in this cen-
tury learned from Italy all the refinements in arts, which
they taught the reft of Europe.  The progrefs, however, of
the arts were ftill very flow and backward in England,

f 4 Hen, IV, cap. 15, and 5 Hen, IV, cap. g. & Rymer, tom, viiis
P 610,
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The king’s former diforders
The Lollards
State of France

His veformation———
Punifbment of lord Cobbam
Invafion of that kingdom
Battle of Azincour State of France New
invafion of France Affaffination of the duke of
Burgundy Treaty of Troye Marriage of
the king His death and charatter
Mifcellaneous iranfalions during this reign.

HE many jealoufies, to which Henry IV.%s fitua- ¢ 4 a p.
tion naturally expofed him, had fo infe@ed his XD’(_‘__J
temper, that he had entertained unreafonable fufpicions 1413,
with regard to the fidelity of his eldeft fon ; and during Thekines
the latter years of his life; he had excluded that prince orders.
from all fhare in public bufinefs, and was even difpleafed
to fee him at the head of armies, where his martial ta-
lents, though ufeful to the fupport of government, ac-
quired him a renown, which, he thought, might prove
dangerous to his own authority. . The aétive fpirit of
young Henry, reftrained from its proper exercife, broke
out in extravagancies of cvery kind ; and the riot of plea-
furé, the frolic of debauchery, the outrage of wine, fill-
ed the vacancies of a mind, better adapted to the pur-
fuits of ambition, and the cares of government. - This
courfe of life. threw him among companions, whofe di(-
orders, if accompanied with {pirit and humour, he in-
dulged and feconded; and he was detected in many
fallies, which, to'feverer eyes, appeared totally unwaorthy
of his rank and ftation. There even remains a tradition,

G 3 that,
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c P}‘“}A( P. that, waen heated with liquor and jollity, he fcrupled not
\— —— to acconpany his riotousaflociates'in attacking the paflen-
1413« - gers on the ftreets and highways, and defpoiling them of
their gcods ; and he found an amufement in the incidents,

which the terror and regret of thefe defencelefs people
producid® on' fuch occafions:  T'his' extreme of diffolute-

nefs poved’ equally difagreeable to his father,. as: that

eager ipplication to bufinefs,; which had. a¢ firft given

him occafion of jealoufy.; and he faw in his fon’s beha-

viour ‘he fame negle® of decency, the fame attachment

to low company, which Had" degraded the perfonal cha-

ralet of Richard, and whichy more' than all his ervors

i govarnment, had tetided” to overturn' his throne; But

the naiont in genéral” confidered' the younyg prince with

more indulgence ; and obferved fo many gleams of gene-

rofity, fpitit, and magnanimity, breaking continually
through-the cloud, whieh: a wild coriduct threw over his
charader; that they never ceafed hoping for his ameiid-

ment | and they aftribed all the weeds; which fhot up' iny

that rich foil; fo the want of proper culture and atten-

tion i1 the king and his. minifters; There happenedian

incideat' which encouraged thefe agreeable views; and gave

much occafion for favourable refletions' to all men'of

| fenfe ind candour. A riotous‘companion of the prince’s’
‘ Had bren indiced before Gafcoigne, the chief juftice,. for
fome diforders; and Henry was not' afhamed to appear
at the bar with the criminal; in ordet to give him' coun-
tenante and protetion, Finding, that his prefence had:
not over-awed the chief juflice, he proceeded to infule
that'magiftrate on his'tribunal ; but Gafcoigne, mindful
of the charalter which he then bore; and the majefty of
the fovereign and of the laws, which he fuftained, order-
ed tht prince to be carried to prifon for his rude behas
viour’; The fpeftators were agreeably difappointed, when

B Hall, fol. 33,

they
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¢hey faw! the bieir of the crown fubmit peaceably to this
fentence, make reparation for his error by acknowledging
it, and check his impétuous ndture in the mift'»f its ex-
travagant career.

‘THE memory of this incident; and of manyothers of
4 like natare, rendered thie¢ profpe&t of the futire reign
nowife difagreeable to the nation, and encreafed the joy,
which the death of fo' unpopular a prince as thelate king
naturally occafioned. The firft fteps taken by tie young
prince confirmed all thofe prepofleflions, enterained in
his favour i, He called together his former companions,
acquainted them with his intended reformation, exhorted
them to imitate his example, but ftrictly inhibitd them,
till they had given' proofs of their fincerity in this parti-
cular, from' appearing any more in his prefence; and he
thus difmifled them with liBeral prefents*. The wife
minifters of his father, who Had checked his rios, found
that chey had unknowingly been' paying the higheft court
to him'; and were received with all the marks o favour
and confidence. The chief juftice himfelf, who rembled
to approach the royal' prefence, met with praifs inftead
of reproaches, for his paft condu&, and was exlorted to
perfevere in the fame rigorous and impartial execution of
the laws. The furprize of thofe who éxpected m oppo=-
fite behaviour, augmented their fatisfa&tion ; and the cha-
racer of the young king appeared brighter thanif it had
never been fhaded by any errors.

BuT Henry was anxious not only to repair iis own
niifcondud, but alfo to make amends for thofe inquities,
into whieh. policy or the neceflity of affairs had jetrayed
his fathets He exprefled the deepeft forrow forthe fate
of the unhappy Richard, did juftice to the menory of

that unfortunate prince, even performed his funenl obfe-

i Walfing. p: 382. k Hall, fol. 33.  Holingfhed, p. 5:3. God-
win’s Life of Heary V. p. 1,
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C H A P.quies with ‘pomp and folemnity, and cherifhed all thofe

i,

¢~ Who had diftinguithed themfelves by their loyalty and

1333,

Th Lol-
li:d:u

attachment towards him!. Inftead of continuing the
reftraints which the jealoufy of his father had impofed on
the earl of Marche, he received that young nobleman
with fingular courtefy and favour ; and by this magnani-
mity o gained on the gentle and unambitious nature-of
his competitor, that he remained ever after fincerely at-
tached to himy and gave him no difturbance in his future
government, The family of Piercy was reftored to its
fortune and honours ™, The king feemed ambitious to
bury all party-diftinCtions in oblivion : The inftruments
of the preceding reign, who had been advanced from
their blind zeal for the Lancaftrian interefts, more than
from their merits, gave place every where to men of
more honourable charalters ; Virtue feemed now to have
an open career; in which it might exert itfelf: The
exhortations, as well as example, of the prince gave
it encouragement ; All men were unanimous in their at-
tachment to Henry ; and the defects of his title were for=
gotten, amidft the perfonal regard, which was univerfally
paid to him,

THERE remained among the people only one party di-
ftinction, which was derived from religious differences,
and which, as it is of a peculiar and commonly a very
obftinate nature, the popularity of Henry was not able
to overcome. he Lollards were every day encreafing in
the kingdom, and were become a formed party, which
appearcd extremely dangerous to the church, and even
formidable to the civil authority®, The enthufiafm by
which thefe feltaries were generally altuatedy the great
alterations which they pretended to introduce, the hatred
swhich they. exprefled againft the eftablifhed hierarchy,

b Hift Croviand, contine i1, fol. 34. Holingthead, Pr 544 ®m Ho-

r"“.,",“‘-'r P: 545§e # Walfingham, p. 3%2.

ave
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gave an alarm to Henry ; who, either from a fincere at-C H A P.

unknown confequences, which attend all important
changes, was determined to execute the laws againft fuch
bold innovators, The head of this fect was Sir John
Oldcattle, lord Cobham, a nobleman, who had diftin-
guifhed himfelf by his valour and his military talents,
and had, on many occafions, acquired the efteem both
of the late and of the prefent king °.  His high character
and his zeal for the new fect pointed him out to Arundel,
archbithop of Canterbury, as the proper vi&tim of eccle-
fiaftical feverity ; whofe punifhment would ftrike a terror
into the whole party, and teach them that they muft ex-
pect no mercy under the prefent adminiftration, He ap-
plied to Henry for a permiffion to indict lord Cobham » ;
but the generous nature of the prince was averfe to fuch
fanguinary methods of converfion. He reprefented to the
primate, that reafon and conviction were the beft expe-
dients for fupporting truth ; that all gentle means ought
firft to be tried, in order to reclaim men from error ; and
that he himfelf would endeavour, by a converfation with
Cobham, to reconcile him to the catholic faith. But he
found that nobleman obftinate in his opinions, and de-
termined not to facrifice truths of fuch infinite moment
to his complaifance for fovereigns 9. Henry’s principles
of toleration, or rather his love of the praétice, could
carry him no farther ; and he then gave full reins to ee-
clefiaftical feverity againft the inflexible herefiarch. The
primate indi¢ted Cobham ; and with the affiftance of his
three fuffragans, the bithops of London, Winchefter,
and St. David’s, condemned him to the flames for his
erroneous opinions. Cobham, who was confined in the
Tower, made his efcape before the day appointed for his

© Walfingham, p. 382, P_Fox’s A&s and Mcnuments, p. 513.

§ Rymer, vol, ix. p. 61,  Walficgham, p. 383,
CXCCUUOH’!

. - XIX.
tachment to the ancient religion, or from a dread of the :

1413,
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C H A P.execution, The bold {pirit' of the man, provoked by

\_f::_l perfecution’ add’ ftimulated' by zeal; was urged to attenmipt

1413 the'nioff criminal énterprizes; and his unlintited autho=

rity ‘over the new {ect proved, that he well merited the

attention’ of the civil magiftrate. He formed in His re-

treat very violent defigns againft his enemies ; and’ dif-

patching his enfiffaries to all quarters, appointed a gene-

ral rendezvous of the pdrty, in order to féize the perfon

of the king at Eltham,. and put their perfecutors to the

v414. fword r.. Henry, apprized of their intention, removed

6ih Jan. to Weftminfter : Cobham' was rot diftourazed by this

difappeintinent’y: but’ changed’ the place of rendezvous

to the ficld near §t. Giles’s: The king, hiving fhut the

gates of the city, tof prevent any re-inforcement to' e

Lollards® from' that quarter, came into the' fields’ in the

night-time, feized fuch: of the confpirators as appeared,

and' afterwards' laid" hold™ of the feveral parties, who' wére

haftening to the place appointed. It'appeared, that a few

only were'in the fecret of the confpiracy : The reft im=

plicitly followed their leaders: But upon the 'trial of the

prifoners, the' treaforiable défigns of the fe& were rénder=

ed certain, both from evidence and  from the confeflion

of the crimtinals themfelvess,  Some were executed’;

the gredter number pardonedt. Cobham, Himfelf, who

made his efcape by flight,- was riot brought to juftice, till

,ment OUT years after ; wher He was hanged'as a tiaitor; and

Cob- his body was burnt ofi the gibbet, in‘execution of the

fentence pronounced againft him as a heretic®. This

crimiinal defign, which was perhaps fomewhat aggravated

by “the clergy, -brought' diftredit upon the party, and

¢hecked' the progrefs of that fect, which had' embraced

the fpeculative do&trines’ of Wickliffe, and at the fame
time afpired to a reformation of ecclefiaftical abufes.

r* Walfingham, p. 385, s Cotton, p. 554: Hall, fol. 33. Ho-
lingthed, p. 544. t Rymer, vol. ix, p. 179: 129: 193, u Wale
Aagham, p. 400, Otterbourne, p. 280, Holingfhed, p. 561,
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THESE two poirits were' the great objects of' the Tol-
lards; but the bulk of the nation’ was not afféed in the
fame degree by both of them. ~ Common fenfe and ob-
vious refleftion had difcovered to the people the advantages
of a reformation- in difcipline; But the age wis not yet
fo far advanced as to b¢ feized:with the' {pirit of Cofitro=
verfy, or to enter into thofe abftrufe do&rines, which the
Lollards endeavoured to propagate throughout the king-
dom. The very notion of herefy alarmed the generality
of the people : Innovation in fundamental principles was
fufpicious : Curiofity was not, as yet, a fufficient counter-
poize to authority : 'And even many, who were the
greateft friends to the reformation of abufes, were anxious
to exprefs their deteftation of the fpeculative tenets of the
Wickliflites, which, they feared, threw difgrace on fo good
a caufe. Thhis turn of thought appears evidently in the
proceedings of the parliament, which was fummoned im-
mediately after the detetion of Cobham’s confpiracy,
That affembly pafled fevere laws againft the new heretics :
They enacted, that whoever was convicted of Lollardy
before the'Ordinary, befides fuffering capital punifhment
according, to the laws formerly eftablithed, fhould' alfo
forfeit his lands and goods to the king ; and that the
chancellor, treafurer, juftices of the two benches, fheriffs,
juftices of the peace, and all the chief magiftrates in every
city and borough, fhould take an oath to ufe their utmoft
endeavours for the extirpation of herefy ¥, Yet this‘ very
parliament, when the King demanded fupply, renewed the
offer formetly prefied upon his father, and entreated him to
feize all the ecclefiaftical revenues, and convert them to
the ufe of the crown ¥, The clergy were alarmed: They
could offer the king no bribe which wasequivalent : They
only agreed to confer on him all the priories alien, which

W 2 Hep, V, chap, 7, % Hall, fol. 35.
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CH A P.depended on capital abbies in Normandy, and had been

ALK,

\ o bequeathed to thefe abbies, when that province remained

3414.

1415,
State of
France,

united to England : And Chicheley, now archbifhop of
Canterbury, endeavoured to divert the blow, by giving
occupation to the king, and by perfuading him to under-~
take a war againft France, in order to recover his loft
rights to that kingdom 7.

It was the dying injunction of the late king to his
fon, not to allow the Englith to remain long in peace,
which was apt to breed inteftine commotions; but ta
employ them in foreign expeditions, by which the prince
might acquire honour ; the nobility, in fharing his dan-
gers, might attach themfelves to his perfon ; and all the
reftlefs {pirits find occupation for their inquietude, The
natural difpofition of Henry fufficiently inclined him to
follow this advice, and the civil diforders of France,
which had been. prolonged beyond thofe of England,
opened a full career to his ambition.

THE death of Charles V., which followed foon after
that of Edward I1I. and the youth of his fon, Charles
VI put the two kingdoms for fome time in a fimilar
fituation 5 and it was not to be apprehended, that either
of them, during a minority, would be able to make much
advantage of the weaknefs of the other. The jealoufies
alfo between Charles’s three uncles, the dukes of Anjou,
Berri, and Burgundy, had diftra&ed the affairs of France
rather more than thofe between the dukes of Lancafter,
York, and Gloucefter, Richard’s three uncles, difordered
thofe of England ; and had carried off the attention of
the French nation from any vigorqus enterprize againft
foreign ftates.  But in proportion as Charles advanced in
years, the factions were compofed ; his two uncles, the
dukes of Anjou and Burgundy, died ; and the king him-

s 1 £ - -
¥ Hall, fol. 335, 36.
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felf, alluming thereins of government, difcovered fymptoms C H A 2,
of genius and {pitit, which revived the drooping hopes of__‘,v,_'__»_;
his country. This promifing ftate of affirs was not of long ‘2415
duration : The unhappy prince fell {uddenly into a fit of

frenzy, which rendered him incapable of exercifing his
authority ; 'and though he recoveied from this diforder,

he was fo fubject to relapfes; that his judgment was gra-

dually, but fenfibly impaired, and no fteady plan of go-
vernment could be purfued by him. The adminiftration

of affairs was difputed between his brother, Lewis duke

of Orleans, and his coufin-german, John duke of Bus-

gundy: The propinquity to the crown pleaded in favour

of the former : The latter, who, in right of his mother,

had inherited the county of Flanders, which he annexed

to his father’s extenfive dominions, derived a luftre from

his fuperior power: The people were divided between

thefe contending princes : And the king, now refuming,

now dropping his authority, kept the viéory undecided,
and prevented any regular fettlement of the flate, by the
final prevalence of either party.

AT length, the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy,
feeming to be moved by the cries of the nation and by
the interpofition of common friends, agree to bury all
paft quarrels in oblivion, and to enter into frict amity :
They fwore before the altar the fincerity of their friend-
thip; the prieft adminiftered the facrament to both
of them; they gave to each other every . pledge,
which could be deemed facred among men: But all this
folemn preparation was only a cover for the bafeft trea-
chery, which was deliberately premeditated by the duke
of Burgundy. He procured his rival to be affaffinated in the
ftreets of Paris: He endeavoured for fome time to conceal
the part which he took in the crime; But being detected,
he embraced a refolution flill more criminal and more
dangerous te fociety, by openly avowing and juftifying

8 it,
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 tice, heard the harangues.of the duke’s advocate in defence
of aflaffination, which he termed tyrannicide and that
affembly, partly influenced by faltion, partly overawed
by power, pronounced -no fentence of condemnation
againﬁ this deteftable doctrine s The {fame queftion was
afterwards agitated before the council of Conftance ; and
it was with difficulty, that a feeble decifion, in favour of
the contrary.opition, Was procured from thefe,fathers of
the church, the minifters of peace and of religion, But
the mifchiovous cffe@s of .that teaet, had they been be-
fore anywife doubtful, appeared fufficiently  from  the
prefent incidents. The commiffion of this crime, awhich
deftroyed all truft and fecurity, sendered the war impla-
cable between the French parties, and cut off every means
of peace and accommodation.  The princes of the blood,
combining with the young duke.of Orleans and -his bro-
thers, made violent war .on the duke of Burgundy ; ;and
the unhappy king, feized fometimes by one pasty, {ome-
times by the other, transferred alternately <o gach-of them
the appearance of legal authority. T'he provinces were
laid wafte by mutual depredations: Aflafinations were
every where committed from the animofity of the deveral
leaders ; or what was equally terrible, executions wete
otdered, without any'legal or free-trial, by pretended courts
of judicature. The whole ‘kingdom was diﬂinguiihed
into two parties, the Burgundians, and the Armagnacs;
fo the adherents of the young duke of Orleans were called,
from the count of Armagnac, father-in-law to that prince.
T'he city of Paris, diftraéted between them, but inclin-
ing more to the Burgundians, was a perpetual dcene of
blood and violence ; the king and royal family were often
detained captives in the hands of the populace ; their

Z La Laboureur, liv, xxvii, chap, 23, 24,
a Ibid, liv. 27, chap. 27. Monfirelet, chap, 39.
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faithful minifters were butchered or imprifoned before their € H A P.
face ; and it was dangerous for any man, amidft thefe en- L__:lfx__,
raged factions, to be diftinguithed by a ftrict adherence 415
to the principles of probity and honour.

During this feene of general violence, there rofe into
fome confideration a body of men, which ufpally makes
no figure .in public tranfactions even during the moft
peaceful times; and that was the univerfity of Paris,
whofe opinion was fometimes demanded, and more fre-
quently offered, in the multiplied difputes between the
parties. The {chifm, by which the church was at that
time divided, and which occafioned frequent controver-
fies in the univerfity, had raifed the profeffors to an un-
ufual degree of importance ; and this.conneion between
literature and fuperftition had beftowed on the former 2
weight, to which reafon and knowledge are not, of them-
felves, any wife entitled among men. But there was ano-
ther fociety whofe fentiments were much more decifive a¢
Paris, the fraternity of butchers, who, under the dire&ion
of their ringleaders, had declared for the duke of Bur-
gundy, and committed the moft violent outrages againft
the oppofite party. To. counterbalance their.power, the

Armagnaes made intereft with the fraternity of carpenters ;
the populace ranged themfelves on one fide or the other ;
and the fate of the capital depended on the prevalence of
either party.

THE advantage, which might be made of thefe confu-
fions, was eafily perceived in Ergland ; and according to
the maxims, which ufually prevail among nations, it was
determined to lay hold of the favourable opportunity,
The late king, who was courted by both the French
parties, fomented the quarrel, by alternately fending af-
fiftance to each ; but the prefent fovereign, impelled by
the vigour of youth and the ardour of ambition, deter-
mined to pufh his advantages tg a greater length, and to

4 carry
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€ H A P. carry violent war into that diftra@ed kingdom. Bt

XIX.

T while he was

1415,

making preparations for this end, he tied
to effe@ his purpofe by negotiation; and he fent oveér
embaffadors to Paris, offering a perpetual peace and al-
liance ; but demanding Cathatine, the French kig’s
daughter, in marriage, two wiillions of crowns as her por-
tion, one million 'fix hundred thoufand as the arrears of
king Johun’s ranfom, and the immediate pofleflion and full
fovereignty of Normandy and of all the other provinces,
which had been ravithed from England by the arms of
Philip Auguftus ; together with the fuperiority of 3ri-
tanny and Flanders °. Such exorbitant demands fhow,
that he was fenfible of the prefent miferable condition of
France ; and the termis, offered by the French caurt,
though much inferior, difcover their confcioufnefs of the
fame melancholy truth. They were willing to give him
the princefs in marriage, to pay him eight hundred ttou-
fanid crowns, to refign the entire fovereignty of Guienne,
and to annex to that province the country of Perigord,
Rovergue, Xaintorige, the Angoumois, and other terri-
tofiesc. As Henry rejeGted thefe conditions, and fcarcely
hoped that his own demahds would be complied withy
he never intermitted a moment his preparations for war,
and having affembled a great fleet and army at Soith-
ampton, having invited all the nobility and military men
of the kingdom te attend him by the hopes of gloryand
of conqueft; he came to the fea-fide, with a purpoke of
embarking on his expedition.

b Rymer, vol. ix. p. 208,

¢ Ibid. p. a11. It is reported by fome hiftorians (f-e Hift. Coryl, Conts
p. 500) that the Dauphin, in derifion of Henry's claims and diffolute cha-
raéter, fent him a box of tennis balls: intimating that-thefe implemmts of
play were better adapted to him than the inftroments of war. _But thit fory
35 by no means credible; the great offers made by the court of France, fhow
that they had already entertained a juft idea of Henry’s charaler, as vell as
of their ewn fitvation.

-Bu#
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Bur while Henry was medit: ting conqueflts upon his C ?‘f‘rx P,
neighbours, he unexpectedly found himfelf in d nger U e
from a confpiracy at home, which was happily deteéted 1415
in it infancy. The earl of Cambridge, fecond fon of the
late duke of York, having efpoufed the fifter of the earl
of Marche, had zealoufly embraced the interefts of that
famiy; and had held fome conferences with lord
Scrope of Matham, and Sir Thomas Grey of Heton,
abouw the means of recovering to that nobleman his
rightto the crown of England. The confpirators, as foon
as detected, acknowledged their guilt to the king?; and
Hen'y proceeded without delay to their trial and con-
demiation. The utmoft that could be expected of the
beft <ing in thofe ages, was, that he would fo far obferve
the dlentials of juftice, as not to make an innocent per-
fon z vitim to his feverity : But as to the formalities of
law, which are often as material as the effentials them-
felves, they were facrificed without fcruple to the leaft
interft or convenience. A jury of commoners was fum=
mond : The three confpirators were indi¢ted before
them: The conftable of Southampton caftle fwore, that
theyhad feparately confefled their guilt to him : Without
other evidence, Sir Thomas Grey was condemned and
execited : But as the earl of Cambridge and lord Scrope,
pleaced the privilege of their peerage, Henry thought
propir to fummon a court of eighteen barons, in which
the duke of Clarence prefided : The evidence, given be-
fore he jury, was read to them : The prifoners, though
one ) them was a prince of the blood, were not exa-
minel, nor produced in court, nor heard in their own
deferce 5 but received fentence of death upon this proof,
which was every way irregular and unfatisfaltory ; and the
fenteice was foon after executed, The earl of Marche
was sccufed of having given his approbation to the confpi-

d Rymer, vol, ix., p. 300, T. Livii, p. 8,

Vou. 111, H racy,




98 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

€ H A P.racy, and received a general pardon from the king ©. .He
\__1_\_3___.4 was probably either innocent of the crime imputed to hlr'n,

1315.  or had made reparation by his early repentance and dif-

covery f.

Tnvafion of T}Jm fucceffes, which the arms of England have, in
France. °gifferent ages, obtained over thofe of France, have been
much owing to the favourable fituation of the former
kingdom. The Englith, happily feated in an ifland,
could make advantage of every misfortune which attended
their neighbours, and were little expofed to the danger of
reprizals. ‘They never left their own country, but when
they were conducted by a king of extraordinary genius,
or found their enemy divided by inteftine fa&tions, or were
fupported by a pewerful alliance on the continent ; and
as all thefe circumftances concurred at prefent to favour
their enterprize, they had reafon to expe&t from it pro-
portionable fuccefs. The duke of Burgundy, expelled
France by a combination of the princes, had been fe-
cretly foliciting the alliance of Englande; and Henry
knew, that this prince, though he fcrupled at firft to join
the inveterate enemy of his country, would willingly, if
he faw any probability of fuccefs, both aflift him with his
Flemifh fubjeéts, and draw over to the fame fide all his
numerous partizans in France. Trufting therefore to this
circumftance, but without eftablithing any concert with
the duke, he putto fea, and landed near Harfleur, at the
head of an army of 6000 men at arms, and 24,000 foot,
moftly archers. He immediately began the fiege of that
place, which was valiantly defended by d’Eftoiiteville,
and under him by de Guitri, de Gaucourt, and others of
the French nobility : But as the garrifon was weak, and
the fortifications in bad repair, the governor was at laft
obliged to capitulate ; and he promifed to furrender the

14th Aug,

€ Rymer, vol. ix. p. 303, f St, Remi, chap, lv. Goodwin, p. 65s
& Rymer, vol, ix. p, 137, 138,

place
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place if he received no fuccour before the eighteenth of CH A P.

September.  The day came, and there was no appear- P

ance of a French army to relieve him. Henry, taking
pofleflion of the town, placed a garrifon in it, and ex-
pelled all the French inhabitants, with an intention of
peopling it anew with Englith.

THE fatigues of this fiege, and the unufual heat of
the feafon, had fo wafted the Englith army, that Henry
could enter on no farther enterprize ; and was obliged to
think of returning into England. He had difmiffed his
tranfports, which could not anchor in an open road
upon the enemy’s coafts : And helay under a neceflity of
marching by land to Calais, before he could reach a place
of fafety. A numerous French army of 14,000 men at
arms and 40,000 foot was by this time aflembled in Nor-
mandy under the conftable d’Albret ; a force, which, if
prudently condufted, was fufficient either to trample
down the Englifh in the open ficld, or to harafs and
reduce to nothing their fmall army, before they could
finith fo long and difficult a2 march. Henry, therefore,
cautioufly offered to facrifice his conqueft of Harfleur for
a {afe paflage to Calais ; but his propofal being rejected,
he determined to make his way by valour and conduét
through all the oppofition of the enemyi. That he
might not difcourage his army by the appearance of
flight, or expofe them to thofe hazards which naturally
attend precipitate marches, he made flow and deliberate
journies ¥, till he reached the Somme, which he pur-
pofed to pafs at the ford of Blanquetague, the fame
place where Edward, in a like fituation, had before
efcaped from Philip de Valois. But he found the ford
rendered impaffable by the precaution of the French ge-
neral, and guarded by a ftrong body on the oppofite

1 De Laboureur, liv, 35. chap. 6. k T, Livii, p 12.

H2 bank ;
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€ H A P.bank!; and hé was obliged to march higher up the
X river, in or eck for a fafe paffage. H
‘- river, in order to feek for a fafe paflage. He was con-

1435,

Battle of
Azincour,

25th O&.

tinually harafled on his march by flying parties of the
enemy ; {aw bodies of troops on the other fide ready to
oppofe every attempt ; his provifions were cut off ; his
foldiers languifhed with ficknefs and fatigue ; and his af-
fairs feemed to be reduced to a defperate fituation : When
he was fo dexterous or fo fortunate as to feize by fur=
prize a paflage near St. Quintin, which had not been
fufficiently guarded ; and he fafely carried over his
army ™.,

HEeNRY then bent his march northwards to Calais ; but
he was flill expofed to great and imminent danger from
the enemy, who had alfo paffed the Somme, and threw
themfelves full in his way, with a purpofe of intercepting
his retreat. After he had pafled the fmall river of Ter=
nois at Blangi, he was furprized to obferve from the
heights the whole French army drawn up in the plains of
Azincour, and fo pofted that it was imypofiible for him to
preceed on his march, without coming to an engage-
ment. Nothing in appearance could be more unequal
than the battle, upon which his fafety and all his fortunes
now depended. The Englith army was little more than
half the numbet, which had difembarked at Harfleur;
and they laboured under every difcouragement and ne=
ceflity. 'The enemy was four tithes more Aumerous;
was headed by the dauphin and all the princes of the
blood ; and was plentifully fupplied with provifions of
every kind. Henry’s fituation was exaétly fimilar to that
of Edward at Crefly, and that of the Black Prince at
Poictiers ; and the memory of thefe great events, infpir-
ing the Englith with courage, made them hope for a like
deliverance from their prefent difficulties, The king

L §t. Remi, chap. ¢3y @ T, Livii, pi13%

likewife
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likewife obferved the fame prudent condu& which had € H A P,
XX,
been followed by thefe great commanders: He drew up \__V___,

his army on a narrow ground between two woods, which
guarded each flank; and he patiently expected in that
pofture the attack of the enemy »,

Hap the French conftable been able, either to reafon
juftly upon the prefent circumftances of the two armies,
or to profit by paft experience, he had declined a combat,
and had waited, till neceffity, obliging the Englith to
advance, had made them relinquifh the advantages of their
fituation. - But the impetuous valour of the nobility, and
a vain confidence in fuperior numbers, brought on this
fatal ation, which proved the fource of infinite calamities
to their country. ‘The French archers on horfeback and
their men at arms, crowded in their ranks, advanced
upon the Englifh archers, who had fixed pallifadoes in
their frent to berk the impreffion of the enemy, and who
fafely plyed them, from behind that defence, with a
fhower of arrows, which nothing could refift°>. The
clay foil, moiftened by fome rain, which had lately fallen,
proved another obftacle to the force of the French cavalry:
The wounded men and horfes difcompofed their ranks :
The narrow compafs, in which they were pent, hindered
them from recovering any order: The whole army was a
fcene of confufion, terror, and difmay: And Henry, per-
ceiving his advantage, ordered the Englith archers, who
were light and unincumbered, to advance upon the ene-
my, and feize the moment of victory. They fell with
their battle-axes upon the French, who, in their prefent
pofture, were incapable either of flying or of making de-
fence : They hewed them in pieces without refiftance? :
And being feconded by the men at arms, who alfo

9 St, Remi, chap. 6z. o Walfingham, p. 392. T, Livii,
Py 19+ Le Laboureur, liv. 35. chap. 7. Monftrelet, chap. 147,
P Walfingham, p. 393. Ypod, Neuft, p, 584,

H 3 puthed
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C H A P.pufhed on againft the enemy, they covered the field with
e~ the killed, wounded, difmounted, and overthrown. Af-
1415, ter all appearance of oppofition was over, the Englith

had leifure to make prifoners ; and having advanced with
uninterrupted fuccefs to the open plain, they there faw
the remains of the French rear-guard, which ftill main-
tained the appearance of a line of battle. At the fame
time, they heard an alarm from behind : Some gentlemen
of Picardy, having collefted about 6oo peafants, had
fallen upon the Englifh baggage, and were doing execu-
tion on the unarmed followers of the camp, who fled be-
fore them. Henry, feeing the enemy on all fides of him,
began to entertain apprehenfions from his prifoners ; and
lie thought it neceflury to iffue general orders for putting
them to death: But on difcovering the truth, he
ftopped the flaughter, and was ftill able to fave a great
number,

No battle was ever more fatal to France, by the num-
ber of princes and nobility, {lain or taken prifoners. Among
the former were the conftable himfelf, the count of Nevers
and the duke of Brabant, brothers to the duke of Burgun=
dy, the count of Vaudemont, brother to the duke of Lor-
raine, the duke of Alencon, the duke of Barre, the count
of Marle. The moft eminent prifoners were the dukes
of Orleansand Bourbon, the counts d’Eu, Vendéme, and
Richemont, and the marefchal of Boucicaut. An arch-
bithop of Sens alfo was flain in this battle. The
killed are computed on the whole to have amounted to
ten thoufand men ; and as the flaughter fell chiefly upon
the cavalry, it is pretended, that, of thefe, eight thou-
fand were gentlemen. Henry was mafter of 14,000 pri=
foners.  The perfon of chief note, who fell among the
Englifh, was the duke of York, who perithed fighting by
the king’s fide, and had an end more honourable than his
life.  He was fucceeded in his honours and fortune by his

nephew,
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nephew, fon of the earl of Cambridge, executed in theC H A P.

=Yt |
> X1X.
beginning of the year, Al Il-the Englith, who were flain,

exceeded not forty- though fome writers, with greater 141

probability, make the number more confiderable.

THE three great battles of Crefly, Poictiers, and Azin-
cour bear a fmnudr refemblance to each other, in their
moft confiderable circumftances. In all of them, there
appears the fame temerity in the Englifh princes, who,
without any object of moment, merely for the fake of plun-
der, had ventured fo far into the enemies’ Coun*ry as to
leave themfelves no retreat; and unlefs faved by the ut-
moft imprudence in the l‘LnCh commnndus, were, from

their very fituation, expoled to inevitable deftru&ion. But
2 by

allowance being made for this temerity, which, according
to the irregular plans of war, followed in thofe ages,
feems to have been, in fome meafure, unavoidable; there
appears, in the day of action, the fame prefence of mind,
dexterity, courage, firmnefs, and precaution on the part
of the Englith : The fame precipitatio n, confufion, and
vain confidence on the part of the French: And the
events were fuch as might have been expeéted from fuch
oppofite conduét. The immediate confequences too of
thefe three great victories were fimilar: Inftead of | sufh-
ing the French with vigour, and taking advnmagc of
their confternation, the Englifh princes, after their vic-
tory, feem rather to have relaxed their efforts, and to have
allowed the enemy leifure to recover from his loffes.
Henry interrupted not his march 2 moment after the bat-
tle of Azincour; he carried his prifoners to Calais,
thence to England; he even concluded a truce with
the enemy; and it was not till after an interval of two
years that any body of Englifh troops appeared in
France.

Tue poverty of all the European princes, and the
fmall refources of their kingdoms, were the caufe of thefe
continual interruptions in their hoftilities ; and though the

H 4 maxims
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C H A P. maxims of war were in general deftrudtive, their mi]itary

XX,

G : P Bt
‘—— —- Operations were mere incurfions, which, without any fet-

14 s,

State of
France,

1417,

tled plan, they carried on againft each other. The
luftre, however, attending the victory of Azincour, pro-
cured fome fup plies from the Englifh parliament; though
ftill unequal to the expences of a campaign. They
granted Henry an entire fifteenth of moveables 5 and they
conferred on him for /ife the duties of tonnage and pound-
age, and the fubfidies on the exportation of wool and
leather. This conceflion is‘more confiderable than that
which had been granted to Richard II, by his laft parlia-
ment, and which was afterwards, on his depofition,
made fo great an article of charge againft him.

But during this interruption of hoftilities from Eng-
land, France was expofed to all the furies of civil war ;
and the feveral parties became every day more enraged
againit each other. The duke of Burgundy, confident
that the French minifters and generals were entirely dif-
credited by the misfortune at Azincour, advanced with a
great army to Paris, and attempted to re-infltate himfelf
in pofleflion of the government, as well as of the perfon
of the king, But his partizans in that city were over=
awed by the court, and kept in fubjedtion : The duke
defpaired of fuccefs; and he retired with his forces,
which he immediately difbanded in the Low-Countries 9,
He was foon after invited to make a new attempt, by fome
violent quarrels, which broke out in the royal family,
The queen, Ifabella, daughter of the duke of Bavaria,
who had been hitherto an inveterate enemy to the Bur-
gundian fa&ion, had received a great injury from the
other party, which the implacable fpirit of that princefs
was never able to forgive. 'The public neceflities obliged
the count of Armagnac, created conftable of France in
the place of d’Albret, to feize the great treafures which 1fa-

4 Le Laboyreur, liv, 35, chap. 10,

bella
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bella had amafled : and when the expreffed her difpleafureC H Q P, ! .'_”F»
at this injury, he infpired into the weak mind of the. = |

king fome jealoufies concerning her conduét, and puthed 1417.

him to feize, and put to the torture, -and afterwards throw bt
into the Seine, Bois-bourdon, her favourite, whom he '
accufed of a commerce of gallantry with that princefs,
The queen herfelf was fent to Tours, and confined under
aguard *; and after fuffering thefe multiplied infults, fhe i
no longer fcrupled to enter into a correfpondence with v
the duke of Burgundy. As her fon, the dauphin Charles, i
a youth of fixteen, was entirely governed by the fation

of Armagnac, fhe extended her animofity to him, and

fought his deftruction with the moft unrelenting hatred.

She had foon an opportunity of rendering her unnatural

purpofe effe¢tual. The duke of Burgundy, in concert

with her, entered France at the head of a great army : i
He made himfelf mafter of Amiens, Abbeville, Dourlens, gl
Montreiiil, and other towns in Picardy; Senlis, Rheims, g
Chalons, Troye, and Auxerre, declared themfelves of
his party *. He got pofleflion of Beaumont, Pontoife,
Vernon, Meulant, Montlheri, towns in the neighbour-
hood of Paris ; and carrying farther his progrefs towards

i
the weft, he feized Etampes, Chartres, and other for- £
trefles ; and was at laft able to deliver the queen, who £
fled to Troye, and openly declared againft thofe mini- il

fters, who, fhe faid, detained her hufband in captivity ¢,

MEANWHILE, the partizans of Burgundy raifed a com-
motion in Paris, which always inclined to that faion.
Lile-Adam, one of the duke’s captains, was received into
the city in the night-time, and headed the infurrection of
the people, which in a moment became fo impetuous,
that nothing could oppofe it. The perfon of the king
was feized : The dauphin made his efcape with difficulty:

¥ St. Remi, chap. 74. Monttrelet, chap, 167, s St, Remi,
chap. 7g. ¢ Tbid, chap. 81, Monftrelet, chap, 198, 179,
Great
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€ H A P.Great numbers of the faltion of Armagnac were imme-
k___\l,___;dlatcly butchered: The count himfelf, and many perfons

417.

New inva=-
fion of
France.

ift Augvlﬁ‘..

3418,

of note, were thrown into prifon: Murders were daily
committed from private animofity, under pretence of fac-
tion: And the populace, not fatiated with their fury,
and deeming the courfe of public juftice too dilatory,
broke into the prifons, and put to death the count of
Armagnac, and all the other nobility who were there
confined ®. ‘

WoILE France was in fuch furious combuftion, and
was fo ill prepared to refift a forcign enemy, Henry, hav-
ing collected fome treafure, and levied an army, landed
in Normandy at the head of 25,000 men ; and met with
no confiderable oppofition from any quarter. He made
himfelf mafter of Falaife; Evreux and Caen fubmitted
to him ; Pont de I’Arche opened its gates; and Henry,
having fubdued all the lower Normandy, and having
received a reinforcement of 15,000 men from Eng-
land v, formed the fiege of Roiien, which was defend-
ed by a garrifon of 4000 men, feconded by the inha-
bitants, to the number of 15,000 *. The cardinal des
Urfins here attempted to incline him towards peace, and
to moderate his pretenfions : But the king replied to him
in fuch terms as fhewed that he was fully fenfible of all
his prefent advantages: < Do you not ' fee,” faid he,
¢ that God has led me hither as by the hand ? France
¢¢ has no fovereign: I haveJuJ: pretenfions to that king-
€ dom : Every thmg is here in the utmoft confufion :
No one thinks of refifting me. Can I have a more
fenfible proof, that the chb, who difpofes of em-
pires, has determined to put the crown of France upon
¢ my head 7 ”

But though Henry had opened his mind to this fcheme
of ambition, he fill continyed to negotiate with his ene-

€<

L)

4

€<

U St. Remi, chap, 85, 86. Monftrelet, chap, 118, w Walfing=
ham, p. go0, x St. Remi, chap. g1, ¥ Juvenal des Urfins,
mies,
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mies, and endeavoured to obtain more fecure, thoughlefsC H A P.

confiderable advantages. He made, at the fame time
offers of peace to both parties ; to the queen and duke of
Burgundy on the one hand, who, having pofleffion of the
king’s perfon, carried the appearance of legal authority #;
and to the dauphin on the other, who, being the un-
doubted heir of the monarchy, was adhered to by every
one that payed any regard to the true interefts of their
country® Fhefe two parties alfo carried on a continual
negotiation with each other. The terms propofed on all
fides were perpetually varying : The events of the war,
and the intrigues of the cabinet, intermingled with each
other : And the fate of France remained long in this un-
certainty. After many negotiations, Henry offered the
queen and the duke of Burgundy to make peace with
them, to efpoule the princefs Catharine, and to accept of
all the provinces ceded to Edward IIL. by the treaty of
Bretigni, with the addition of Normandy, which he was
to receive in full and entire fovereignty®. Thefe terms
were fubmitted to: There remained only fome circum-
ftances to adjuft, in order to the entire completion of the
treaty : But in this interval the duke of Burgundy fecret-
ly finithed his treaty with the Dauphin; and thefe two
princes agreed to fhare the royal authority during King
Charles’s lifetime, and to unite their arms in order to
expel foreign enemies °.

Thais alliance, which feemed to cut off from Henry
all hopes of farther fuccefs, proved in the iffue the moft
favourable event that could have happened for his pre-
tenfions. Whether the Dauphin and the duke of Burgundy
were ever fincere in their mutual engagements is uncer=
tain ; but very fatal effeéts refulted from their momentary
and feeming union, The two princes agreed to an in-
terview, in order to concert the means of rendering effec<

Zz Rymer, vol, ix, p. 717. 749. a Ibid. p, 626, &c.
b Ibid, p. 762, ¢ Ibid, p. 776, St, Remi, chap. g3,
tual

% S

1418,

1479,
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€ H A P.tual their common attack on the Englith ; but how both
g__:_fi‘___/ or either of them could with fafety venture upon this con-
3419, ference, it feemed fomewhat difficult to contrive, The
aflaflination, perpetrated by the duke of Burgundy, and

ftill more, his open avowal of the deed, and defence of

the doélrine, tended to diflolve all the bands of civil fo-

ciety ; and even men of honour, who detefted the exam-

ple, might deem it juft, on a favourable opportunity, to

retaliate upon the author. The duke, therefore, who

neither dared to give, nor could pretend to expect any

truft, agreed to all the contrivances for mutual fecurity,

which were propofed by the minifters of the dauphin,

"The two princes came to Montereau: The duke lodged

in the caftle: the dauphin in the town, which was di-

vided from the caftle by the river Yonne : The bridge
between them was chofen for the place of interview :

Two high rails were drawn acrofs the bridge: The

gates on each fide were guarded, one by the officers of

the dauphin, the other by thofe of the duke: The princes

were to enter into the intermediate fpace by the oppo-

fite gates, accompanied each by ten perfons; and with

all thefe marks of diffidence, to conciliate their mutual
friendfhip. Butit appeared, that no precautions are fuffi-

cient, where laws have no place, and whereall principles

of honour are utterly abandoned. Tannegui de Chatel,

and others of the dauphin’s retainers, had been zealous
partizans of the late duke of Orleans; and they deter-

e mined to feize the opportunity of revenging on the aflaflin
tion of the the murder of that prince: They no fooner entered the
;}:i;;fB“"rails, than they drew their fwords and attacked the duke
of Burgundy : His friends were aftonifhed, and thought

not of making any defence ; and all of them either fhared

his fate, or were taken prifoners by the rctinue of the

dauphin 4,

4 St. Remi, chap. 97, Monfrelet, chap, 211,

THE
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THE extreme youth of this prince made it doubtfulC H A P. ‘

whether he had been admitted into the fecret of the con-_ X%
. : R Ve d

fpiracy : Butas the deed was committed under his eye, by 1419,
his moft intimate friends, who ftll retained their con-
nexions with him, the blame of the action, which was
certainly more imprudent than criminal, fell entirely
upon him. The whole ftate of affairs was every where ;
changed by this unexpe@ed incident, The city of Paris, i
pafiionately devoted to the family of Burgundy, broke out il
into the higheft fury againft the dauphin, The court of
king Charles entered from intereft into the fame views;
and as all the minifters of that monarch had owed their
preferment to the late duke, and forefaw their downfal
if the dauphin thould recover pofleffion of his father’s per-
fon, they were concerned to prevent by any means the
fuccefs of his enterprize. The queen, perfevering in her |
unnatural animofity againft her fon, encreafed the general il
flame, and infpired into the king, as far as he was {ufcep-
tible of any fentiment, the fame prejudices by which fhe
herfelf had long been actuated. But above all, Philip
count of Charolois, now duke of Burgundy, thought f
himfelf bound by every tie of honour and of duty, to re-
venge the murder of his father, and to profecute the affaf-
fin to the utmolt extremity. And in this general tranfport
of rage, every confideration of national and family in-
tereft was buried in oblivion by all parties: The {ubjec-
tion to a foreign enemy, the expulfion of the lawful heir,
the flavery of the kingdom, appeared but fmall evils, if
they led to the gratification of the prefent paffion.

THE king of England had, before the death of the
duke of Burgundy, profited extremely by the diftrattions
of France, and was daily making a confiderable progrefs
in Normandy. He had taken Roiien after an obftinate
fiege® : He had made himfelf mafter of Pontoife and Gi-

¢ T, Livii, p, 69, Monftrelet, chap, 201,
fors ;
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€ H A P fors: He even threatened Paris, and by the terror of his

XIX.

A e AT, had obliged the court to remove to Troye: And

3419,

1420,

‘Treaty of
Troye.

in the midft of his fuccefles, he was agreeably furprifed,
to find his enemies, inftead of combining againft him for
their mutual defence, difpofed to rufh inte his arms, and
to make him the inftrument of their vengeance upon each
other. A league was immediately concluded at Arras
between him and the duke of Burgundy. This prince,
without ftipulating any thing for himfelf, except the pro-
fecution of his father’s murder, and the marriage of the
duke of Bedford with his fifter, was willing to facrifice
the kingdom to Henry’s ambition ; and he agreed to every
demand, made by that monarch. In order to finith this
aftonithing treaty, which was to transfer the crown of
France to a ftranger, Henry went to Troye, accompanied
by his brothers, the dukes of Clarence and Glocefter ;
and was there met by the duke of Burgundy. The im-
becility, into which Charles had fallen, made him inca-
pable of feeing any thing but through the eyes of thofe
who attended him; as they, on their part, faw every
thing through the medium of their paffions. The treaty,
being already concerted among the parties, was immedi-
ataly drawn, and figned, and ratified : Henry’s will feemed
to be a law throughout the whole negotiation : Nothing
was attended to but his advantages.

‘THE principal articles of the treaty were, that Henry
fhould efpoufe the princefs Catharine: That king Charles,
during his lifetime, fhould enjoy the title and dignity of
king of France: That Henry fhould be declared and ac-
knowledged heir of the monarchy, and be entrufted with
the prefent adminiftration of the government: That that
kingdom fhould pafs to his heirs general: That France
and England fhould for ever be united under one king s
but fhould fill retain their feveral ufages, cuftoms, and
privileges: That all the princes, peers, vaffals, and com-

munities
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munities of France, fhould fwear, that they would bothC H A .
adhere to the future fucceffion of Henry, and pay him\_i:x_'_,‘
prefent obedience as regent: That this prince thould unite 14zc.
his arms to thofe of king Charles and the duke of Bur-

gundy, in order to fubdue the adherents of Charles, the !
pretended dauphin: And that thefe three princes thould \ i
make no peace or truce with him but by common con-

fent and agreement f,

SucH was the tenor of this famous trea y; a treaty, !
which, as nothing but the moft violent animofity could | i
dictate it, fo nothing but the power of the fword could
carry into execution. Itishard to fay, whether its confe-
quences, had it taken effe@®, would haye proved more i
pernicious to England or to France. It muft have re- . !
duced the former kingdom to the rank of a province: It il
would have entirely disjointed the fucceffion of the latter, |
and have brought on the deftru@®ion of every defcendant i
of the royal family; as the houfes of Orleans, Anjou, il
Alengon, Britanny, Bourbon, and of Burgundy itfelf, ;
whofe titles were preferable to that of the Englith princes, (iR
would on that account have been expofed to perpetual Wl
Jealoufy and perfecution from the fovereign. There was , i

even a palpable deficiency in Henry’s claim, which no g
art could palliate. For befides the infuperable objetions, il
to which Edward I11d’s pretenfions were expofed, ke was s f b
not heir to that monarch: If female fucceffion were ad- i

mitted, the right had devolved on the houfe of Morti= il
mer : Allowing, that Richard II, wasa tyrant, and that i
Henry IVth’s merits, in depofing him, were fo great to- i

wards the Englith, as to juftify that nation‘in placing il ’
him on the throne; Richard had nowife offended France, i
and his rival had merited nothing of that kingdom: It
could not poflibly be pretended, that the crown of France il
was become an appendage to that of England ; and thata it

f Rymer, vol. ix, p. 895, St.Remi, chap. 101, Monftrelet, chap, 223,

prince,
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c gig P. prince, who, by any means, got pofleflion of the latter,
— — was, without farther queftion, entitled to the former.
1420.  So that on the whole it muft be allowed, that Henry’s
claim to France was, if poflible, ftill more unintelligible,
than the title, by which his father had mounted the

throne of England.

Bur though all thefe confiderations were overlooked,
amidft the hurry of paffion, by which the courts of
France and Burgundy were actuated, they would necef-
farily revive during times of more tranquillity ; and it
behoved Henry to puth his prefent advantages, and allow

Marsiage of MEN 11O leifure for reafon or refle®ion. In a few days

the king, after, he efpoufed the princefs Catharine: He carried
his father-in-law to Paris, and put himfelf in pofleflion
of that capital : He obtained from the parliament and
the three eflates a ratification of the treaty of Troye:
He fupported the duke of Burgundy in procuring a fen-
tence againft the murderers of his father: And he im-
mediately turned his arms with fuccefs againft the adhe-
sents of the dauphin, who, as foon as he heard of the
treaty of Troye, took on him the ftyle and authority of
regent, and appealed to God and his fword for the main-
tenance of his title,

THe firft place that Henry fubdued, was Sens, which
opened its gates after a {light refiftance. With the fame
facility, he made himfelf mafter of Montereau. The de-
fence of Melun was more obftinate : Barbafan, the go-
vernor, held out for the fpace of four months againdt the
befiegers ; and it was famine alone which obliged him to
capitulate. Henry ftipulated to fpare the lives of all the
garrifon, except fuch as were accomplices in the murdep
of the duke of Burgundy; and as Barbafan himfelf was
fufpeced to be of the number, his punithment was de-
manded by Philip : But the king had the generofity to in=
tercede for him, and to prevent his execution &,

& Holingfhed, p. 577,

TuE
4




THE ncceflity of providing fupplies both of men andC

money obliged Henry to oo over to F
left the duke of Fxc:c:', his un:ifc‘, ocovernor of Paris
- 1 cCe T} > YO r 3 I + s ] 1
during his abfence. ‘The autho rity, which naturally
attends {uccefs, procured from the E; nglifh parliament a

:
fark :
by th

2¢

fubfidy of 2 centh ; but, if we may }u"

Icantinels of tlu 'J"')J} the nation was nowife far

of their union with France became nearer, they began to

open their eyes, and to fee the dangerous confequences,

at event muft necef: irily be attended. It

with which t!
was fortunate for Henry, that he had other refources s, be-
fides pecuniary fupplies from his native fubjedts, The
provinces, which he had already cong L‘(‘I'Cd,' maintained
his troops ; and the I hopes of farther aJ\"’v*"v“s allured
to his ftandard all men of ambitious fpirits in Lx“vwm.
who defired to {ignalize themfelves by arms. He levied a
new army of 24,000 archers, and 4000 horfemen b, and
marched them to Dover, the place of rendezvous. E
thing had remained in tranquillity at Paris, under the
duke of Exeter; but there had happened in another
quarter of the kingdom a misfortune, which haftened the
king’s embarkation.

THE detention of the young king of Scots in England
had hitherto proved advantageous to Henry; zn.d by
keeping the regent in awe, had preferved, during th
whole courfe of the French war, the northern frontier in

tranquillity. But when intelligence arrived in Scotland,
of the progrefs made by Henry, and the necar profpect of
his fucceflion to the crown of France, the nation was
alarmed, and forefaw their own inevitable ruin, if th
fubjection of their ally left them to combat alone a vio-
ridus enemy, who was already fo much fuperior in power
and riches. The regent entered into the fame views;

(¢']

h Monfre'et, chap: 242.

Vour, Il I and
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€ H A P.and though he declined an open rupture with England, he
XIX. :
—~ permitted a body of feven thoufand Scots, under the

1421,

command of the ear]l of Buchan, his fecond fon, to be
tranfported into France for the fervice of the dauphin.
To render this aid ineffectual, Henry had, in his former
expedition, carried over the king of Scots, whom he ob-
liged to fend orders to his countrymen to leave the French
fervice ; but the Scottith general replied, that he would
obey no commands which came from a king in captivity,
and that a prince, while in the hands of his enemy, was
nowife entitled to authority.  Thele troops, therefore,
continued ftill to a&t under the earl of Buchan; and were
employed by the dauphin to oppofe the progrefs of the
duke of Clarence in Anjou. The two armies encoun=
tered at Baugé: The Englifh were defeated: The duke
himfelf was flain by Sir Allan Swinton, a Scotch knight,
who commanded a company of men at arms: And the
earls of Somerfet, Dorfet, and Huntingdon, were taken
prifoners®*, ‘This was the firft aGion that turned the
tide of fuccefs againft the Englith ; and the dauphin, that
he might both attach the Scotch to his fervice, and reward
the valour and conduct of the earl of Buchan, honoured
that nobleman with the office of conftable.

Burr the arrival of the king of England, with fo con-
fiderable an army, was more than fufficient to repair
this lofs. Henry was received at Paris with great ex-
preflions of joy; fo obftinate were the prejudices of  the
people : And he immediately conduted his army to
Chartres, which had long been befieged by the dauphin,
That prince raifed the fiege on the approach of the Eng-
lith ; and being refolved to decline a battle, he retired

i His name was John, and he was afterwards created duke of Somerfet,
He was grandfon of John of Gaunt duke of Lancafier. The earl of Dorfet
was brother to Somerfet, and fucceeded him in that title.

k St Remi, chap. 110, Monfirelet, chap. 239, Hall, fol, 76,
with
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with his army’. Henry made himfelf mafter of Dreux C H A P {1l
without a blow: He laid fiege to Meaux at the fohcna-__\,___, il
tion of the Parifians, who were much incommoded by 1421, il |
the garrifon of that place. This enterprize employed \
the Englith arms during the fpace of eight months: The
baftard of Vaurus, governor of Meaux, diftinguifhed
himfelf by an obftinate defence; but was at laft obliged
to furrender at difcretion. The cruel ty of this officer
was equal to his bravery: He was accuftomed to hang

without diftintion all the Englifh and Burgundians who il
fell into his hands : And He.lry, in revenge of his bar- i .

barity, ordered him immediately to be hanged on the
fame tree, which he had made the inftrument of his inhu-
man executions ™,

THis fuccefs was followed by the furrender of ma any
other places in the neighbourhood of Paris, which held
for the dauphin: That prince was chafed beyond the
Loire, and he almoft totally abandoned all the northern
provinces: He was even purfued into the fouth by the

united arms of the Englith and Burgundians, and threat- ’,#
ened with total deftru&tion. Notwithftanding the bravery M
and fidelity of his captains, he faw himfelf unequal to | 7
his enemies in the field ; and found it neceffary to tem- i E

porize, and to avoid all hazardous a&ions with a rival,
who had gained fo much the afcendant over him. And
to crown ‘111 the other profperities of Henry, his f
was delivered of a fon, who was called by his fa ’/urs ! i
name, and whofe birth was celebrated by rejoicings no
lefs pompous, and no lefs fincere at Paris than at Lon-
don. The infant prince feemed to be univerfally regard-
ed as the future heir of both monarchies,

Bur the glory of Henry, when it had nearly reached 142 |
the fummit, was ftopped thort by the hand of nature; ~*™ it

it
1 St. Remi, chap. 3. m Rymer, vol. x. p. 212, T. Livii, 3 :'
P» 92, 93. St, Remi, chap, 116. Monftrelgt, chap, 260, f

12 and i
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. and all his mighty projecls vanithed into fmoke. He was

N feized with a fiftula, a malady, which the furgeons at

1422,

that time had not fkill enough to cure ; and he was at laft
fenfible, that his diftemper was mortal, and that his end
was approaching: He fent for his brother the duke of
Bedford, the earl of Warwic, and a few noblemeén more,
whom he had honoured with his friendfhip; and he de=
livered to them, in great tranquillity, his laft will with
regard to the government of his kingdom and family.
He entreated them to continue, towards his infant fon,

{ 7 and attachment, which they had always

T

profefled to himfelf during his lifetime, and which had

A

been cemented by fo many mutual good offices.” He

y
exprefled his indiffe
though he regretted, that he muft leave unfinifhed a work

fo happily bcmm, he declared himfelf confident, that

rence on the approach of death; and

he final acquifition of France would be the effe of
their prudence and valour. He left the regency of that
kingdom to his elder brother, -the duke of Bedford ; that
of England to his younger, the duke of Glocefter ; and
the care of his fon’s perfon to the earl of Warwic. He
recommended to all of them a great attention to maintain
the

dfhip of the duke of Burgundy; and advifed
t‘[‘iCIﬂ never fto glve Ilufrfy to (.’IC FTCHC‘H I)I'iIlCCS tﬂken
at Azincour, till his fon were of age, and could himfelf
hold the reins of government. And he conjured them,
if the fuccefs of their arms fhould not enable them to
ng Henry on the throne of France, never at

place you
leafl to
by the c

ace with that kingdom, unlefs the enemy,

_’sy, and its annexation to the
fation for all the hazard

15, and ordered
I L.xm.u pl’di:‘.ls. When

that




HENRY V. 117 il
that paffage of the fifty-firlt ofalm was read build thou C HAF, ‘5,"nl!i
the walls of [erufalem ; he-interrupted the chaplain, and o Sy i 5
declared his ferious intention, after he fthould have fully 1422 J ‘
fubdued France, to condu& a crufade againft the infi- ‘.‘%j[;‘.‘f

dels, and recover pofleflion of the Holy Land .~ So in- il '}‘
genious are men in deceiving themfelves, that H-'m‘y ,;"
forgot, in thofe moments, all the blood fpilt by his am- ‘
bition ; and received comfort from this late and 1cd,!<3 i
refolve, which, as. the mode of thefe enterprizes’ was
now pafty he certainly would never have carried into ex-
ecution. He expired in the thirty-fourth year of his age 31t Aug,

and the tenth of his reign. \
and charac-
. - Rona . : " ter of the
we give indulgence to ambition in a monarch, or rank king.

THis prince poficficd many ‘eminent virtues; and if

it, as the vulgar ‘are inclined to do, among his vir-
tues, they were unftained by any confiderable blemith,
His abilities appeared equally in the cabinet and in the -
field : The boldnefs of his enterprizes was no lefs re-
markable than his perfonal valour in conduéing them.
He had the talent of attaching his friends by uuab..[t"
and of glmmg his enemies by addrefs and Clcmcnc.v. i
The Englith, dazzled by the luftre of his chara&er, ftill

more than by that of his victories, were reconciled to

the defects in his title: The French almoft forgot tha

he was an enemy : And his care in 1..a11.t.x.mn.rcvJmhu in

his civil adminiftration, and preferving difcipline in his

armies, made fome amends to both nations for the cala-
mities infeparable from thofe wars, in which his fhort
reign was almoft cntirc}; occupied,  That he could for-
give the earl of Marche, who had a better title to the
crown than hlmfelf 18 a fure indication of his magnani-

mity ; and that the earl relied fo entirely on his friendfhip

is no lefs a proof of his eftablithed chara

ter for candour

and fincerity. There remain in hiftory few inf

© St. Remi, chap, 118. Monftrelet; chap. 265,

I3 fuch
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fuch mutual truft; and fill fewer where neither party
found reafon to repent it,
THE exterior figure of this great prince, as well as

his deportment, was engaging. His ftature was fome-
what above the middle fize ; his countenance beautiful ;
his limbs genteel and flender, but full of vigour; and he
excelled in all warlike and manly exercifes ?. He left by
his queen, Catharine of France, only one fon, not full
nine months old ; whofe misfortunes, in the courfe of
his life, furpafled all the glories and fuccefles of his fa-
ther.

IN lefs than two months after Henry’s death, Charles
VI. of France, his father-in-law, terminated his un-
happy life. He had, for feveral years, pofleffed only the
appearance of royal authority: Yet was this mere appear-
ance of confiderable advantage to the Englifh; and divided
the duty and affections of the French between them and
the dauphin. T'bis prince was proclaimed and crowned
king of France at Poiltiers, by the name of Charles
VII. Rheims, the place where this ceremony is ufu-
ally performed, was at that time in the hands of his
enemies.

CATHARINE of France, Henry’s widow, married, foon
after his death, a Welfh gcntkman, Sir Owen Tudor,
faid to be defcended from the ancient princes of that
country : She bore him two fons, Edmund and Jafper,
of whom the eldeft was created ear] of Richmond ; the
fecond carl of Pembroke. The family of Tudor, firfk
raifed to diftinCtion by this alliance, mounted afterwards
the throne of England.

TaEe long fchifm, which had lelded the Latin church
for near forty years, was finally terminated in this reign
by the council of Conftance; which depofed the pope,
John XXIIL. for his crimes, and ele@ed Martin V. in

». T\ Liviiy ps 4
his
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his place, who wasacknowledged by almoft all the king-C };:1?( P, : ’!'I
doms of Europe. This great and unufual aét of autho- \_5,._.1 '::.w,fr

| rity in the council gave the Roman pontiffs ever after a  '4%% ‘
mortal antipathy to thofe affemblies. The fame jealoufy, \ i

which had long prevailed in moft European countries, ;‘.’

' between the civil ariftocracy and monarchy, now alfe -
took place between thefe powers in the ecclefiaftical i

_ body. But the great feparation of the bithops in the {8

[ feveral ftates, and the difficu]ty of affembling them, gave i :,,;

' the pope a mighty advantage, and made it more eafy for .

him to center all the powers of the hierarchy in his own
5 perfon. The cruelty and treachery, which attended the
punifthment of John Hufs and Jerome of Prague, the un-
happy difciples of Wickliffe, who, in violation of a fafe-
condu&, were burned alive for their errors by the council |
| of Conftance, prove this melancholy truth, that tolera- l‘ -
tion is none of the virtues of priefts in any form of eccie= J'i': :
fiaftical government. But as the Englith nation had | ;;""
little or no concern in thefe great tranfations, we are

here the more concife in relating them. (o
THE firlt commiffion of array, which we meet with, il
was iffued in this reign 9. The military part of the fi
feudal fyftem, which was the moft effential circumftance fl

| of it, was entirely diffolved ; and could no longer ferve
for the defence of the kingdom. Henry, therefore, when L
| he went to France in 1415, impowered certain commif- |
fioners to take in each county a review of all the freemen i
able to bear arms, to divide them into companies, and to ' il
keep them in readinefs for refifting an enemy. This
was the zra, when the feudal militia in England gave il
place to one which was perhaps flill lefs orderly and i
regular. I
WE have an authentic and exa& account of the ordi- ‘ !‘
l
|

nary rgvenue of the crown during this reign; and it

4 Rymer, vol. ix. ps 254 2550 i ‘
14 amounts il
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the fupport of his houfehold ; for his wardrobe ; for the

~ e

€xpence

3 and other articles. This fum was no-

. wife fufficient : He was therefore obliged to have frequent

lamentary fupplies, and was thus, even

11 sace, not altogether independent of his people.
But wars were attended with a great expence, which nei=

the prince’s ordinary revenue, nor the cxtraordinary

fupplies were able to bear; and the fovereion was always

reduced to many mife i in order to make any
tolerable figure in them, He commonly borrowed money

from all quarters; he pawned his jewels and fometimes

the crown itfelf ¢ ; he ran in arrears to his army ; and he
was oftén obliged, no tanding all thefe expedients,

r of vi¢tory, and to grant

ke k £ e R - Ak
mlait of Nis ca

Fen s e $ :
truces to the cnemy. " The hiol pay which was given
o 37 o :

to ft

very ill with his low income, All

AN e
aordinary {u

ies, granted by parliament to
during the courfe of his rej 2n, were only feven
and fifteenths, about 202,000 poundst, It is
eafy to compute how foon this money muft be exhaufted

Of 24,000 archers, and 6000 horfe ; when
each archer had fixpence a-day Y, and each horfeman two
thillings.  The moft fplendid fuccefles proved come
monly fruitlefs, when fupported by fo poor arevenue ; and
* Rymer, vol. x, p. 113, s Ibid. p. 190, t* Parlia=
mentary Hiftory, vol, ii, p. 168. 3

“°It appears from many paffages of Rymer, particularly vol. ix. p. 258,
that the king paid 20 marks a-year for an archer, which is a good deal above

fixpence a-day. The price had tifeny as is naturaly by raifing the denomina-
tion of money,

the
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, made him pay dear for his viGtories, The civil |
riftration, 'likewife, even in time of peace, could

never be very regular, where the government was {o ill
enabled ‘to fupport itfelf, Henry till within a year of
his death owed debts; which he had contrated when
prince of Wales¥. It was in vain that the parliamen

pretended to reftrain him from arbitrary praGices, when
he was reduced to fuch neceflities. Though the right of
levying purveyance, for inftance, had been exprefsly
guarded againft by the Great Charter itlelf, and was
frequently complained of by the commons, it was found
abfolutely impra&icable to abolifh it ; and the parliament

ng
g

th, fubmitting toitasa legal prerogative, content-
: .

ed themfelves with enacting laws to limit and confine ity

"he duke of Glocefter, in the reign of Richard II.
poffefled a revenue of 60,000 crowns, (about 30,000
pounds a-year of our prefent money,) as we learn from
Froiffard *, and was confequently richer than the king
himfelf, if all circumftances be duly confidered.

T is remarkable, that the city of Calais alone was an
annual expence to the crown of 19,119 pounds?¥; that
is, above a third of the common charge of the govern-
ment in time of peace. This fortrefs was of no ufe to
the defence of England, and only gave that kingdom an
inlet to annoy France. Ireland coft two thoufand pounds
a-year, over and above its own revenue ; which was cer-
tainly very low. Every thing confpires to give us a
very mean idea of the flate of Europe in thofe ages.

From the moft early times, till the reign of Edward

II1. the denomination of money had never been altered :
A pound fterling was ftill a pound troy ; that is, about
three pounds of our prefent money. That conqueror
was the firft that innovated in this important article.

¥ Rymer, vol, x. p. 114, * Liv, iv, chap, 86, ¥ Rymer,
vol, X, p. 113,

In

X

the debts and difficulties, which the king thereby incur-C H a p,
]
1

4
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c H A P.In the twentieth of his reign, he coined twenty-two

\___)ﬁjc_'_,ﬂlillings from a pound troy; in his twenty-feventh

agas.  year he coined twenty-five fhillings. But Henry V. who

was alfo a conqueror, raifed fill farther the denomina-

tion, and coined thirty thillings from 2a pound troyZ:

His revenue therefore muft have been about 110,000

pounds of our prefent money; and by the cheapnefs of
provifions, was equivalent to above 330,000 pounds.

NonE of the princes of the houfe of Lancafter ven-

tured to impofe taxes without confent of parliament:

Their doubtful or bad title became fo far of advantage to

the conflitution. The rule was then fixed, and could

not fafely be broken afterwards, even by more abfolute

princes.

2 Fleetwood’s Chronicon Preciofum, p. 52
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Government during the minority State of France e

—— Military operations—-—DBattle of Verneiisl

Siege of Orleans T'be maid of Orleans ———s

The fiege of Orleans raifed The king of France

crowned at Rbeims Prudence of the duke of ikl

Bedford—— Execution of the maid of Orleans e “ h‘” _'
|

Defeition of the duke of Burgundy——Death of
the duke of Bedford——-Decline of the Englifb in
France Truce with France- Marriage of !
the king with Margaret of AnjothmmMurder of ‘
the duke of Cloceﬂer-—-Smre of France Re-
newal of the war with France The Engliff 0 : i
expelled France.

URING the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes, theC H A P. ir
authority of parliament feems to have been more:, e fie
confirmed, and the privileges of the people more regarded, e e
than during any former period; and the two precedmgmmtdu,mz
kings, though men of great fpirit and abilities, abftained ‘lhx; s it
from fuch exertions of prerogative, as even weak princes,
whofe title was undifputed, were tempted to think they i
might venture upon with impunity. The long minority, _y
of which there was now the profpe&, encouraged fill il
farther the lords and commons to extend their influence; ! I
and without paying much regard to the verbal deftination
of Henry V. they aflumed the power of giving a new
arrangement to the whole adminiftration, They declined

altogether
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A P. gltopether the name of Regent with regard to England:
g I -d the duke of Bedford protector or guardian
1322.  of that dom, a title ‘v"hi;h they fuppofed to imply
lefs authority : he duke of Glocefter with
the fame dignity during thea J’.;;“ of his elder brother?;

and in order to limit the power of both thefe princes, they

appointed a council, without whofe advice and approba-

tion no meafure of importance could be determined b,

‘The perfon and education of the Eni"sz-t prince was com-

mitted to Henry Beaufort, bithop of Winchefter, his great

uncle and the legitimated fon of John of Gaunt, duke of

Lancafter’; a prelate, who, as'his family could never have

any pretenfions to the crown, might fafely, they thought,

be intrufted with that important chargec. The two

princes, the dukes of Bedford and Glocefter, who

feemed injured by this plan of government, yet, being

perfons of great integrity and honour, acquiefced -in

any appointment, which tended to give fecurity to.the

public; and as the wars in France appeared to be the

objet of greatelt moment, they avoided every difpute

whaich might throw an obiftacle in the way of foreign
conquefls.

;:;cgf WHEN the flate of affairs between the Englith and

French kings was confidered with a fuperficial eye, every

advantage feemed to be on the fide of the former ; and the

total expulfion of Charles appeared to be an event, which

might naturally be expected from the fuperior power:of

his competitor. Though Henry was yet in his infancy,

the adminiftration was devolved on the duke of Bedford,

the moft accomplifhed prince of his age; whofe experi-

ence; prudence, valour, and generofity qualified him for

his high office, and enabled him both to maintain union

among his friends, and to gain the confidence of his

* Rymer, vol. x, p, 261, Cotton, p. §64. b Cotton; p. 564,
¢ Hall, fol, 83.. Monfirelet, vol, il p. 274

enemies.
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efiemies. The whole power of England was at his com- ¢ P;(YA P, i
mand : He was at the head of armies enured to victory L_v__, ‘;‘
He was feconded by the moft renowned generals of the age, 1422, ;
the earls of Somerfet, Warwic, Salifbury, Suffolk, and }
Arundel, Sir John Talbot, and Sir John Faftolfe : And
befides Guienne, the ancient inheritance of England, he
was mafter of the capital, and of almoft all the north-
ern provinces, which were well enabled to furnith him !
with fupplies both of men and money, and to affift and i
fupport his Englith forces. i i
BuT Charles, notwithftanding the prefent inferiority of
his power, poflefled fome advantages derived partly from I
his fituation, partly from his perfonal charaéter, which
promifed him fuccefs, and ferved, firft to controul, then it
to overbalance, the fuperior force and opulence of his | ;!‘]r
fi

enemies. He was the true and undoubted heir of the
monarchy : All Frenchmen, who knew the interefts, or ‘ i
defired the independance of their country, turned their f
eyes towards him as its fole refource: The exclufion [t
given him, by the imbecillity of his father, and the forced ‘
or precipitate confent of the ftates, had plainly no vali-
dity : That fpirit of fa&ion, which had blinded the peo- i
ple, could not long hold them in fo grofs a delufion : (i
“Their national and inveterate hatred againft the Englifh, i
the authors of all their calamities, muft foon revive, and {‘ L
infpire them with indignation at bending their necks un- i L
der the yoke of that hoftile people: Great nobles and g
princes, accuftomed to maintain an independance againft f gl
their native fovereigns, would never endure a fubjection ‘
to ftrangers: And though moft of the princes of the il
blood were, fince the fatal battle of Azincour, detained

prifoners in England, the inhabitants of their demefnes,

their friends, their vaflals, all declared a zealous attach-

ment to the king, and exerted themfelves in refifting the

violence of foreign invaders,

CHARLES
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CuariEs himfelf, though only in his twentieth year,

;___.,,.'._;was of a character well calculated to become the objeét of

1422,

thefe benevolent fentiments ; and perhaps from the favour
which naturally attends youth, was the more likely, on
account of his tender age, to acquire the good-will of his
native {ubjects. He was a prince of the moft friendly
and benign difpofition, of ealy and familiar manners, and
of ajuft and found, though not a very vigorous under-
flanding. Sincere, generous, affable, he engaged from
affection the fervices of his followers, even while his low
fortunes might make it their intereft to defert him; and
the lenity of his temper could pardon in them thofe {allies
of difcontent, to which princes in his fituation are {o fre=
quently expofed. The love of pleafure often feduced
him into indolence; but amidft all his irregularities the
goodnefs of his heart ftill fhone forth; and by exerting
at intervals his courage and a&ivity, he proved, that his
general remiflnefs proceeded not from the want, either of
a juft fpirit of ambition, or of perfonal valour.

THOUGH the virtues of this amiable prince lay fome
time in obfcurity, the duke of Bedford knew, that his
title alone made him formidable, and that every foreign
afliftance would be requifite, ere an Englifh regent could
hope to complete the conqueft of France ; an enterprize,
which, however it might feem to be much advanced, was
fill expofed to many and great difficultics, The chief
circumftance, which had procured to the Englifh all their
prefent advantages, was the refentment of the duke of
Burgundy againft Charles; and as that prince feemed in-
tent rather on gratifying his paffion than confulting his
interefts, it was the more eafy for the regent, by demon-
ftrations of refpeét and confidence, to retain him in the
alliance of England. He bent therefore all”his endea=
vours to that purpofe: He gave the duke every proof of
friendfhip and regard : He even offered him the regency

5 of
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5,

12y

of France, which Philip declined : And that he might € P}’ﬂ? P,
corroborate national connexions by private ties, he con-. "oy

cluded his own marriage with the princefs of Burgundy,
which had been ftipulated by the treaty of Arras,

Bring fenfible, that next to the alliance of Burgundy,
the friendfhip of the duke of Britanny was of the greateft
importance towards forwarding the Englith conquefts ;
and that, as the provinces of France, already fubdued,
lay between the dominions of thefe two princes,. he could
never hope for any fecurity without preferving his con-
nexions with them; he was very intent on ﬁrengthening
himfelf alfo from that quarter. The duke of Britanny,
having received many juft reafons of difpleafure from the
minifters of Charles, had already acceded to the treaty of
“T'roye, and had, with other vaffals of the crown, done
homage to Henry V., in quality of heir to the kingdom ¢
But as the regent knew, that the duke was much governed
by his brother, the count of Richemont, he endeavoured
to fix his friendthip, by paying court and doing fervices to
this haughty and ambitious prince,

ARTHUR, count of Richemont, had been taken pri-
foner at the battle of Azincour, had been treated with
great indulgence by the late king, and had even been per-
mitted on his parole to take a Jjourney into Britanny,
where the flate of affairs required his prefence. The
death of that viGorious monarch happened before Riche-
mont’s return ; and this prince pretended, that, as his
word was given peifonally to Henry V. he was not bound
to fulfil it towards his fon and fucceflor : A chicane which
the regent, as he could not force him to compliance,
deemed it prudent to overlook. An interview was fettled
at Amiens between the dukes of Bedford, Burgundy, and
Britanny, at which the count of Richemont was alfo pre~
fent?: The alliance was renewed between thefe princes:

¢ Hall, fol, 84. Monftrelet, vol, i P: 4. Stowe, p. 364.

And

1

~3

1422,

1423,

t

=

April,
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C H A P. And the regent perfuaded Philip to give in marriage tb
% rf yRichemont his eldeft fifter, widow of the deceafed Dau-
23 phin, Lewis, the elder brother of Charles. Thus Ar-

thur was conneéted both with the regent and the duke

eg
h

of Burgundy, and feemed engaged by intereft to profe-
cute the fame object, in forwarding the fuccefs of the
Englith arms.

WHILE the vigilance of the duke of Bedford was em-
ployed in gaining or confirming thefe allies, whofe vi-
cinity rendered them fo important, he did not overlook
the ffate of more remote countries. The duke of Albany,
regent of Scotland, had died; and his power had de-
volved on Murdac, his fon, a prince of a weak under-
ftanding and indolent difpofition; who, far from poflefling
the talents requifite for the government of that fierce
people, was not even able to maintain authority in his
own family, or reftrain the petulance and infolence of

*  his fons. The ardour of the Scots to ferve in France,
where Charles treated them with great honour and dif-
tinc”tion; and where the regent’s brother enjoyed the dig-
nity of conftable, broke out afrefh under this feeble ad-
miniftration : New fuccours daily came over, and filled
the armies of the French king: The earl of Douglas
conduéted a reinforcement of 5000 men to his affittance:
And it was juftly to be dreaded, that the Scots, by com-
mencing open hoftilities in the north, would occafion a
diverfion ftill more confiderable of the Englifh power, and
would eafe Charles; in part, of that load, by which he
was at prefent fo grievoufly opprefled.  The duke of Bed-
ford, therefore, perfuaded the Englifh council to form an
alliance with James their prifoner ; to free that prince
from his long captivity ; and to connec him with Eng-
land, by marrying him to a daughter of the earl of Somer-
fet and coufin of the young king ©. As the Scottifh regent,

¢ Hall, fol. 86, Stowe, p. 364, Grafton, p. sor.

tired
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tired of his prefent dignity, which he was not able to fup-¢C P‘Tc AP,

port, was now become entirely fincere in his applications SLRE
for James’s lmen\', the treaty was foon Coz‘-ciud:’d; a 1423
ranfom of forty thoufand pounds was ftipulated f; and

the kmg of bcnts was reftored to the t*"onc of his ancef-

tors, and proved, in his fhort reign, one of the moft

illui rious princes, that had ever governed that t kingdom.

He was murdered in 1437 by his traiterous kinfman the

earl of Athole. His affeétions inclined to the fide of

o
=3l

France ; but the th had never reafon, duting his

life-time, to complain of any breach of the neutrality by
Scotland.
BurT the regent was not {o much employed in thefe po- Military

operationss

litical negociations as to neglect the operations of war, from

which alone he could hope to fucceed in expelling the

brj

enchmonarch. Though the chief feat of Charles’s power

eat h

ay in the fouthern provinces, beyond the Loirc; his par=-
q

in the northern, and

-

1izans were pofleffed of fome fortre

is; and it bc}:cvu the

even in the neighbourhood o'f Pa

duke of Bedford firft to clear thefe countries from theenemy;

s

before he could think of attempting more diftant conquefls.
The caftle of L)U“O" was taken after a fic gf‘ of fix weeks :
That of I\\’\jil.i‘ and the town of Riie in Picardy under-
went the fame fate: Pont fur Seine
were fu‘ﬁ;c&r‘d by the Eng

fiderable advantage was fo

Vertus, Montaigu;
g

ith arms: And a2 more con-

) gained by the unitec
forces of England and Burg gundy. John Stuart, cotie
ftable of Scotland, and the Tor 2 of Eftiffa¢ had formed
the fiege of Crevant in B urgundy : The earls of Salifbury

and Suffolk, with the count of Toulongeon, were fent to

its relief: A fierce and wel difputed allion enfued : The
Bcots and French were defeated : The conftable of Scot-

land and the count of Ventadour were taken prifoners :
And above a thoufand men, among whom was Sir Wils

f Rymer, vol, x. ps 299, 300. 326,

Vo, I1I, K liam
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C H A P.liam Hamilton, were left on the field of

A
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battles. The

«— — taking of Gaillon upon the Seine, and of la Charité upon

1423.

the Loire, was the fruit of this victery : And as this latte
place opened an entrance into the fouthern provinces, the
acquifition of it appeared on that account of the greater
importance to the duke of Bedford, and feemed to promife

1
I
&

a fuccefsful iflue to the war.

Tue more Charles was threatened with an. inva-
fion in thofe provinces which adhered to him, the more
neceflury it became, that he fhould retain pofiefion of
every fortrefs, which he ftill held within the quarters of
the enemy. The duke of Bedford had befieged in perfon,
during the fpace of three months, the town of Yvri in
Normandy ; and the brave governor, unable to make any
longer defence, was obliged to capitulate ; and he agreed
to furrender the town, if, before a certain term, no re-
lief arrived. Charles, informed of thefe conditions, de-
termined to make an attempt for faving the place. He
colle&ted, with fome difficulty, an army of 14,000 men,
of whom one half were Scots; and he fent them thither
under the command of the earl of Buchan, conftable of
France ; who was attended by the earl of Douglas, his
countryman, the duke of Alencon, the marefchal de la
Fayette, the count of Aumale, and the vifcount of Nar-
bonne. When the conftable arrived within a few leagues
of Yvri, he found that he was come too late, and that
the place was already furrendered. He immediately
turned to the left, and fat down before Vernciiil, which
the inhabitants, in {pite of the garrifon, delivered up to
him*®. Buchan might now have returned in fafety, and
with the glory of making an acquifition no lefs import-

‘ant than the place which he was fent to relieve: But

hearing of Bedford’s approach, he called a council of war,

g Hall, fol. 85. Monftrelet, vol. ii, p. 8. Holingfhed, p. 586, Grafton,
Ps 500, h Monftrelet, vol. ii, p. 74, Grafton, p. 504,

i
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ih order to deliberate concerning the condu& which he C HXA P i ){
thould hold in this emergence. The wifer part of thew i Ly
council declared for a retreat; and reprefented, that all 1424
the palt misfortunes of the French had proceeded from ‘J’
their rafhnefs in giving battle when no neceflity obliged i
them ; that this army was the laft refource of the king,
and the only defence of the few provinces which remained _
to him; and that every reafon invited him to embrace |
cautious meafures, which might leave time for his fub-
jects to return to a fenfe of their duty, and give leifure
for difcord to arife among his enemies, who, being united
by no common band of intereft or motive of alliance;
could not long perfevere in their animofity againft him. |
All thefe prudential confiderations were overborne by
a vain point of honour, not to turn their backs to the
enemy ; and they refolved to await the arrival of the duke ‘
of Bedford. (il
THE numbers were nearly equal in this alion; and EZ:‘*‘]LA;: Hly
as the long continuance of war had introduced difcipline, Verneil.
which, however imperfe&, fufficed to maintain fome ap- i
pearance of order in fuch fmall armies; the battle wa ’

fierce, and well difputed, and attended with bloodfhed on F
both fides, The conftable drew up his forces under the I '

walls of Verneiiil, and refolved to abide the attack of the
enemy : But the impatience of the vifcount of Narbonne; |
who advanced precipitately, and obliged the whole line to i s
follow him in fome hurry and confufion, was the caufe of i
the misfortune which enfued. The Englifh archers, fix- il
ing their palifadoes before them, according to their ufual ‘
cuftom, fent a yolley of arrows amidft the thickeft of the
French army ; and though beaten from their ground; and
obliged to take fhelter among the baggage, they foon ral-
lied, and continued to do great execution upon the ene-
my. The duke of Bedford; meanwhile, at the head of

‘the men at arms, made impreffion on the French, broke
K2 their

.
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C H A P.their ranks, chaced them off the fiecld, and rendered tlie

XX.

1IxS,

e vitory entirely complete' and decifive . The conftable

1424,

himfelf perithed in battle, as well as the ear] of Douglas and
his fon, the counts of Aumale, T'onnerre, and medou'

with many other confiderable nobility. The duke of Alen-

con, the marefchal de la Fayette, the lords of Gaucout
and Mortemar were taken prifoners, There fell about
of the French, and fixteen hundred of the
o a lofs efteemed, at that timc fo unufual on the
fide of the vi€ors, that the duke of Bedford forbad all
rejoicings for his fuccefs. Verneiiil was furrendered next
day by capitulation k.

‘THE condition of the king of France now appeared
very terrible, ‘and almoft defperate. He had loft the
flower of his army and the braveft of his nobles in this
fatal altion : He had no refource either for recruviting ot
fubfifting his troops : He wanted money even for his per=
fonal fubfiftence ; and though all parade of a court wa
banifhed, it was with difficulty he could keep a table;
fupplied with the plaineft necefluries, for himfelf and his
few followers : Every day brought him intelligence of
fomi€ lofs or misfortune : *owm, which were bravely
defended, were obliged at laft to furrender for want of re-
lief or fuppl} : He faw his pu‘:iza115 entirely chaced from
all the provinces which lay north of the Loire: And he
expected foon to lofe, by the united efforts of his enemies,
all the territories of which he had hitherto continued
mafler ; when an incident hippened, which faved him on
tie brink of ruin, and loft the Lnghfh {uch an oppor-
tunity for completing their conquefls, as they never after-
wards were able to recal.

JaQueLINE, countels ‘of Hainault and Holland, and
heir of thefe provinces, had efpoufed John duke of Bra=

i Hall, fol. 88, 89, 9o, Monfirelet, vol. il p. 15. Stowe, p. 365. Hol-
lipgthed, p. 588, k Monftseler; vol. id. p. 15,
bant,
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" 1\‘)
ing made this choice from the ufual motives of princes, ___~_

{he foon found reafon to repent of the unequal alliance. 1424

| ‘
ant, coufin german to the duke of Burcundy; but hav-C H A P, xI
3 & : / ”

She was a princefs of a mafculine {pirit and uncommon i
underftanding ; the duke of Brabant was of a fickly com- Il
plexion and weak mind : She was in the vigour of her ‘
age ; he had only reached his fifteenth year : Thefe caufes
bad infpired her with: fuch contempt for her hufband, |
which foon proceeded to antipathy, that fhe determined ‘
to diflolve a marriage, where, it is probable, nothing but
the ceremony had as yet intervened. ‘The court of Rome bl
was commonly very open to applications of this nature,
when feconded by power and money ; but as the princefs
forefaw great oppofition from her hufhand’s relations, and
was impatient to effect her purpofe, the made her efcape
into England, and threw herfelf under the protetion of
the duke of Glocefter. That prince, with many noble
qualities, had the defet of being governed by an impe-
tuous temper and vehement paflions ; and he was rafhly
induced, as well by the charms of the countefs herfelf, as
by the profpect of poflefling her rich inheritance, to offer
himfelf to her as a hutband. Without waiting for a papal
difpenfation ; without endeavouring to reconcile the duke
of Burgundy to the meafure ; he entered into a contract
of marriage with Jaqueline, and immediately attempted
to put himfelf in pofleflion of her dominions. Philip was
difgufted with fo precipitate a condu& : He refented the
injury done to the duke of Brabant, his near relation :
He dreaded to have the Englifh eftablithed on all fides of
him : And he forefaw the confequences, which muft at-
tend the extenfive and uncontrouled dominion of that
nation, if, before the full fettlement of their power, they
infulted and injured an ally, to whom they had already
been fo much indebted, and who was ftill fo necefiary
for fupporting them in their farther progrefs. He en-
K 3 _couraged,
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P. couraged, therefore, the duke of Brabant to make refift-
. " ance: He engaged many of Jaquelin’s fubjeéts to adhere

3424.  to that prince: He himfelf marched troops to his fupport :
And as the duke of Glocefter ftill perfevered in his pur-
pofe, a fharp war was fuddenly kindled in the Low Coun=
tries. ‘The quarrel foon became perfonal as well as poli-

tical. The Englifh prince wrote to the dike of Burgundy,
complaining of the oppofition made to his pretenfions;
and though in the main he employed amicable terms in
his letter, he took natice of fome falfchoods, into which,
he faid, Philip had been betrayed during the courfe of
thefe tranfations. . T'his unguarded exprefiion was highly
refented : The duke of Burgundy infifted, that he fhould
retract it : And mutual challenges and defiances paffed
between them on this occafion !,

Tue duke of Bedford could eafily forefee the bad
effets of fo ill-timed and imprudent a quarrel. All
the fuccours, which he expe&ed from England, and
which were fo neceflary in this critical emergence, were
intercepted by his brother, and employed in Holland
and Hainault: The forces of the duke of Burgundy,
which he alfo depended on, were diverted by the fame
wars : And befides this double lofs, he was in imminent
danger of alienating for ever that confederate, whofe
friendfhip was of the utmoft importance, and whom the
late king had enjoined him, with his dying breath, to gra-
tify by every mark of regard and attachment. He repre-
fented all thefe topics to the duke of Glocefter : He en-
deavoured to mitigate the refentment of the duke of Bur-

i gundy : He interpofed with his good offices between thefe
princes : But was not fuccefsful in any of his endeavours j
and he found, that the impetuofity of his brother’s tem-
per was flill the chief obftacle to all accommodation m
For this reafon, inflead of puthing the viGtory gained at

! Monftrelet, vol. ii, p. 19, 20, 21, m Monftrelet, p. 18.

Verneiiil,
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Vemeiii] he found himlelf o If“f‘t. to take a n(,rxrnﬁ" 1n
England, and to try, by hxs {:()t!n.n']s and authority, to
a3

moderate the mealures of the duke of Glocefter.

1 <
Tuere had likewife broken out fome differences among

1

the Englith miniftry, v
extremities, and which required the regent’s prefence to
compofe them », The bithop of Winchefter, to whom
ng’s perfon and education had been en-

>
1ich had proceeded to great

the care of the |
truflec
but of an

afpired to the government of affairs, he had continual dif-

1, was a nr;!.ue of oreat capacity and experience,
1ntri srous charaéler ; and as he

putes with hf.:,. n ';m’, the prote&or; and he gained

over the vehement and 'mpﬁ‘nw tem-
per of that prince. The duke of Bedford e

authority of parlia

frequent a;’v;‘.nt:

=y y I A S -
ment to reconcile them; and thefe ri-

vals were obliged to promife before that aflembly, that
they would bury 2all quarrels in oblivion °. Time alfo
feemed to open expedients for cm:umﬁzm the difference
t prince

with the duke of Burgundy. The credit of t!
had procured a bull from the pope ; I\y which not only
Jaqueline’s contract with the duke of Gloce was an-
nulled ; but it was alfo declared, that, even En cafe of

the duke of Brabant’s death, it fhould never be lawful

y, de-

for her to efpoufe the Engli”h prince.. Hun w!
fpairing of fuccefs, married another lady of inferior rank,
who had lived fome time with him as his miftrefs?. The
duke of Brabant died ; and his widow, before fhe could
recover pofleflion of her dominions, was obliged to
the duke of Burgundy her heir, in cafe {he fhoul Id die withe
out iflue, and to promife never to marry without his con-
fent. But though the affair was thus terminated to the
fatisfation of Philip, it left a difagreeable impreflion on

» Stowe, p. 368. Hollingfhed, p. 590. © Hall, fol. g8, g3
Hollingthed, p. 593, 594. Polydore Virgil, p. 466, Grafton, p. 512, 515,

P Stowe, p- 367. :
K 4 his
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C H A P.his mind : Tt excited an extreme jealoufy of the Englifh,

AN,

A 3 and opened his eyes to his true interefts : And as nothing

1425,

but his animofity againft Charles had eng: him in

alliance with them, it counterbalanced that y;rfﬁon by
another of the fame kind, which in the end became pre-
valent, and brought him back, by degrees, to his natural
connexions with his family and his native country,

AsouT the fame time, the duke of Britanny began to
withdraw himfelf from the Englifh alliance. His bro-
ther, the count of Richmond, though connected by mar-
riage with the dukes of Burgundy and Bedford, was
extremely attached by inclination to the French in-
tereft ; and he willing gly hearkened to all the advances
which Charles made him for obtaini ing his frwndﬂllp.

The ftaff of conftable, vacant by the earl of Buchan’s

Lath, was offered him; and as his martial and ambi-

tious temper afpired to the command of armies, which he
had in vain attempted to obtain from the duke of Bedford,
he not only accepted that office, but brought over his
brother to an alliance with the French monarch. The new
conftable, having made this one chnng: in his rfw\“x"ures,
firmly adhered ever after to his engagements with France;
Though his pride and viole e, which would admit of
no rxv*l in his mafter’s confidence, and even prompted
him to affaflinate the other favourit tes, had fo much
difgufted Charles, that he once banifhed him the court,
and refufed to admit him to his prefence, he ftill a&ed
with vigour for the fervice of that monarch, and ob-
tained at laft, by his perfeverance, the parden of all
pa{’c offences,

i
C
i

In this fituation, the duke of Bedford, on his return,
found the affairs of France, after pafling eight months in
England. The duke of ]>L.rfmnoy was much difgufted,
The duke of Britanny had entered into engagements with

Charles,




HyE N*R Y VI

Lharles, and had done homage to that prince for hisC

13

7

H & P

XX.

dutchy. The French had been allowed to recover from i il

1

the Lm'omﬂmmnt into which their frequent difafters had
thrown them. An incident too had happened, which ferved
extremely to raife their courage. The earl of Warwic
had befieged Montargis with a fmall army of 3000 men,
and the place was reduced to extremity, when the baftard
of Orleans undertook to throw relief into it. This ge~
neral, who was natural fon to the prince aflafiinated by
the duke of Burgundy, and who was afterwards created
count of Dunois, conduéted a body of 1600 men to
Montargis ; and made an attack on the enem 1y’s trenches
with fo much valour, prudence, and good fortune, that
he not only penetrated into the place, but gave a fevere
blow to the Englith, and obliged Warwic to rai

{e the
fiege1, This was the firft fignal a&ion that raifed the
fame of Dunois, and opened him the road to thofe great
honours, which he afterwards attained,

Byt the regent, foon after his arrival, revived the re«
putation of the Englith arms, by an important enter-
};rlze which he happily atchieved, He fecretly brought
together, in feparate detachments, a confiderable army to
the f.x)lllicl's of -Britanny ; and fell fo unexpectedly upon
that provinge, that the duke, unable to make refifance,
yielded to all the terms .required of him: He renounced
the French alliance ; he engaged to maintain the treaty
of Troye ; he acknowledged the duke of Bedford for re-
gent of France ; and promifed to do homage for his dutchy
to king Henry . And the Englifh prince, having thus
freed himfelf from a dangerous enemy who lay behind
him, refolved on an undertaking, which, if fuccefsful,
would, he hoped, caft the balance between the two na-
tions, and prepare the way for the final conqueft of
France, '

4 Monftrelet, vol. ii. p. 32, 33, Hollingfhed, p. 597,
¥ Mohfirelet, vol. il p. 35, 36,

1426,
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THuE city of Orleans was fo fituated between the pro-
y p

‘e ——vinces commanded by Henry, and thofe poflefled by

v
1428,
epe of

Lrieans,

<

Charles, that it opened an eafy entrance to either ; and
as the duke of Bedford intended to make a great effort for
penetrating into the fouth of Irance, it behoved him to
begin with this place, which, in the prefent circum-
ftances, was become the moft important in the kingdom.
He committed the condu& of the enterprize to the earl
of Salifbury, who had newly brought him a rein-
forcement of 6ooo men from England, and who had
much ditinguifhed himfelf, by his abilities, during the
courfe of the prefent war. Salifbury, pafling the Loire,
made himfelf mafter of feveral fmall places, which fur-

younded Orleans on that fide®; and as his intentions

were thereby known, the French king ufed every expe-
dient to fupply the city with a garrifon and provifions,
and enable it to maintain 4 long and obftinate fiege. The
Jord of Gaucour, a brave and experienced captain, was
appointed governor: Many officers of diftin&ion threw
themfelves into the place : The troops, which they con-
dudted, were enured to war, and were determined to
make the moft obftinate refiftance: And even the inha-
bitants, difciplined by the long continuance of hoftilities,
were well qualified, in their own defence, to fecond the
efforts of the moft veteran forces.  The eyes of all Eu-
rope were turned towards this fcene ; where, it was rea-
fonably fuppofed, the French were to make their laft
ftand for maintaining the independance of their monar-
chy, and the rights of their fovereign,

THE ear] of Salifbury at laft approached the place with
an army, which confifted only of 10,000 men ; and not
being able, with fo fmall a force, to inveft fo great 2
city, that commanded a bridge ever the Loire, he ftas
tioned himfelf on the fouthern fide towards Sclogne, leav=

¢ Monftrelet, vol. il p. 38, 39, Polyd. Virg, p. 4¢8,

3 ing
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ing the other, towards the Beaufle, ftill open to the ene- €

my. - He there attacked the fortifications, which guarded e

the entrance to the bridge ; and after an obftinate refift-
ance he carried feveral of them : But was himfelf killed by
a cannon ball as he was taking a view of the enemy . T I“r‘
ear] of Suffolk fucceeded to the command ; and being re-
inforced with great numbers of Englith and memm ins,
he paffed the rivér with the mzin body of his army, anc lin-
vefted Orleans on the other {ide. As it was now the depth
of winter, Suffolk, who found it difficult, in that feafon,
to throw up intrenchments all around, contented himfelf,
for the prefent, with ereting redoubts at different dif-
tances, where his men were lodged in fafety, and were
ready to interceot the fupplies, which the enemy might
attempt to throw into the place. Though he had feveral
pieces of artillery in his camp, (and this is among the firlt
fieges in Europe, where cannon were found to be of im-
portance,) the zrt of engineering was hitherto fo imper-
fe&, that Suffolt trufted more to famine than to force for
fubduing the city ; and he purpofed in the fpring to ren-
der the circumyallation more complete, by drawing in-
trenchments fram one redoubt to another. Numberlefs
feats of valour were performed both by the befiegers and
befieged during the winter : Bold fallies were made, and
repulfed with equal boldnefs : Convoys were fometimes
introduced and often intercepted : The fupplies were ftill
unequal to the confumption of the place: And the Englifh
feemed daily, though flowly, to be advancing towards the
completion of their enterprize,

Bu while Saffolk lay in this fituation, the French par-
ties ravaged all the country around ; and the befiegers,
who were obliged to draw their provifions from a diftance,
were themfelves expofed to the danger of want and famine.

t Hall, fol. 105, Monfirelet, vol, ii. p. 39. ~ Stowe, p. 369, Holling-
fhed, p. 599, Grafion, p. 531, ;
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€H AP Sir John Faftolffe was bringing up a large convoy, of

XX

r—0 s every kind of ftores, which he efcorted with a detachs

2429+

ment of 2500 men ; when he was attacked by a body of
4000 French, under the command of the counts of Cler-
mont and Dunois. I ftolffe drew up his troops behind
the waggons ; but the French generals, afraid of 2 attacking
him in that poftyre, p]:mud a battery of cannon amin@
him, which threw every thing into confufion, and would
have infured them the vi¢tory ; had not the impatience of
fome Scottifh troops, who broke the ine of battle, brought
on an engagement, in which Faftolffe was vx&briuus.
The count of Dunois’ was wounded ; and about 500
French were left on the field of battle. This a
which was of great importance in the prefent conjunc-

ture, was commonly called the battle of Herrings; be-

ion,

caufe the convoy brought a great quantity of that kind of
provifions, for the ufe of the Englith army during the
Lent feafon v,

CHARLES feemed now to have but one expedient for
faving this city, which had been fo long invefted. The
duke of Orleans, who was ftill prifoner in England; pre-
vailed on' the protector and the council to confent, that
all his demefnes {hould be allowed to preferve a neutrality
during the war, and fthould be fequeftered, for greater
fecurity, into the hands of the duke of Burgundy. This
prince, who was much lefs cordial in the Englifh inte-
refts than formerly, went to Paris, and made the propofal
to the duke of Bedford ; but the regent coldly rep lied,
‘T'hat he was not of a humour to beat the buthes, wh11
others ran away with the game: An anfwer, which fa
difgufted the duke, that he recalled all the troops of Bur=
gundy, that ated in the fiege ¥, The place however way

¢ Hall, fol. 106. Monftrelet, vol, if. p, 41, 42, Stowe, ps 369, Holn
lingfhed, p. 600, Polyd. Virg. p. 469. Grafton, p. 532,

¥ Hall, fol, 106, Monftrelet, vol. ji. p. 42, Stowe, p. 369. Grafton,
Pe 533 ;
@VGYY
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every day more and more clofély invefted by the Englifh :c H A p.
e XX.

Great fcarcity began already to be felt by the garrifon _

and inhabitants : (,har]cs, in defpair of colle€ting an ar= 1429,

my; which fhould dare to approach the enemy’s entrench-

ments, not only gave the c1ty for loft, but beg:

to en-

tertain a very ¢ i('n(.] profpect with regard to tihe general
ftate of his ¢ S, li; {aw that the country, in which

he had hitherto, with great difficulty, fubfilted, would be
laid entirely open to th:: invafion of a powerful and victo~
rious enemy 3 and he dy entertained thoughts of re=
’ J
1is

tiring with the remains of I forces into Laxwucdoc and

£

Dauphiny, and defending himfelf as long as poffible in
thofe remote provinces. But it was fortunate for this good
pr

ince, that, as he lay under the dominion of the fair,
the women, whom he confulted, had the fpirit to fupport

folution in this defperate extremity, Mary
of Anjou, his queen, a plmcda of great merit and pru=~
dence, vehemently oppofed this meafure, which, fhe fore~
faw, would difcourage all his partizans, and ierve as a

general fignal for deferting a prince, who feemed himfelf

to defpair of fuccefs. His miftrels too, the fair Agnes
Sorel, who lived in entire amity with the queen, fecond-
ed all her remonftrances, and thrcatcncd that, if he thus
pufillanimoufly threw ARy ¢ fcepter of France, fhe
would feek in the court of bns_lamd a fortune more cor-
refpondent to her wifhes. Love was able to rouze in the
breaft of Charles that courage, which ambition had failed
to excite : He refolved to difpute every inch of ground
with an imperious enemy ; and rather to perifh with ho-

': 1

nour in the midft of his friends, than yie

d ingloriouily to
his bad fortune : When relief was unexpe é’.,c'dly brought
him by another female of a very different charaéter, who
gave rife to one of the moft {ingular revolutions, that is
to be met with in hiftory.
In the village of Domremi near Vaucouleurs, on the The maid
borders of Lvm. e, there lived a country girl of '.'*.Vcr.rj.'-"’( Orleduts

{feven
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C H A P. feven years of age, called Joan d’Arc, who was fervant
_i(j’(__, in a {fmall inn, and who in that ftation h'ad been ac?uf-
1429. tomed to tend the horfes of the guefls, to ride them with-
out a faddle to the watering-place, and to perform other
offices, which, in well-frequented inns, commonly fall
to the fhare of the men fervants *, This girl was of an
irreproachable life, and had not hitherto been remarked
for any fingularity ; whether that fhe had met with no
occafion to excite her genius, or that the unfkilful eyes
of thofe who converfed with her, had not been able to
difcern her uncommon merit. It is eafy to imagine, that
the prefent fituation of France was an interefting objec
even to perfons of the loweft rank, and would become
the frequent {ubje@ of converfation : A young prince, ex-
pelled his throne by the fedition of native fubjeéts, and
by the arms of ftrangers, could not fail to move the com-
paflion of all his people, whofe hearts were uncorrupted
by faltion; and the peculiar chara&er of Charles, fo
ftrongly inclined to friendfhip and the tender paffions, na-
turally rendered him the hero of that fex, whofe generous
minds know no bounds in their afe®ions. The fiege of
Orleans, the progrefs of the Englith before that place,
the great diftrefs of the garrifon and inhabitants, the im-
portance of faving this city and its brave defenders, had
turned thither the public eye ; and Joan, inflamed by the
general fentiment, was feized with a wild defire of bring-
ing relief to her fovereign in his prefent diftrefles. Her
unexperienced mind, working day and night on this fa-
vourite objeét, miftook the impulfes of paffion for hea-
venly infpirations ; and fhe fancied, that the faw vifions;
and heard voices, exhorting her to re-eftablifh the throne
of France, and to expel the foreign invaders. An un+
common intrepidity of temper made her overlook all

* Hall, fol. 107, Menttrelet, vol.ii. p. 42. Graftony p. 5344

the
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the dangers, which might attend her in fuch a path;
and thinking herfelf deftined by Heaven

g
fhe threw a

fide all that bafhfulnefs and nmld'tv {o
natural ‘to her fex, her yea and her low flation.
ured admiffion to Bau-~
dricourt, the governor; 1r.fcr.tlcd him of her infpira-
tions and intentions ; and conjured him not to neglect

the voice of God, who fpoke through her, but to fecond

She went to Vaucouleuds; p

thofe heavenly revelations, which 1mpc1nd her to this
glorious enterprize. Baudricourt treated her at firft with
fome neglect ; but on her frequent returns to him, and
importunate folicitations; he began to remark fomething
extraordinary in the maid, and was inclined, at all ha-
zards, to make fo ealy an experiment. It is uncertain,
whether this gentleman had difcernment enough to per-
ccive, that great ufe might be made with the vulgar of fo
uncommon an engine ; or, what is more likely in that
credulous age, was himfelf a convert to this vifionary :
But he adopted at laft the fchemes of Joan ; and he gave
her fome attendants, who conduéted her to the French
court, which at that time refided at Chinon.

It is the bufinefs of hiftory to diftinguifh between the
miraculous and the marvellous; to rej.& the firft in all nar-
rations merely profane and human to doubt the fecond?
and when obliged by unqueftionable teftimony, as in the
prefent cafe, to admit of fomething extraordinary, to receive
as little of it as is confiftent with the known faéts and
circumftances. It is pretended, that Joan, immediately
on her admiffion, knew the king, though fhe had never
feen his face before, and though he purpofely kept him-
felf in the crowd of courtiers, and had laid afide every
thing in his drefs and apparel which might diftinguifh
him : That fhe offered him, in the name of the fupreme
Creator, to raife the fiege of Orleans, and conduét him
to Rheims to be there crowned and anointed ; and on his

exprefling

o

i
X2

i429.
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€ H A Peexprefling doubts of her miffion, revealed to him, before

XX

¢, —fome fworn confidents; a fecret, which was tnknown

1429.

to all the world befide himfelf, and which nothing but a
heavenly infpiration could have difcovered to her : And
that the demanded, as the inftrument of her future vice
tories, a particular fword, which was ke; pt in the church
of St. Catharine of Fierbois, and which; though fhe had
never feen it, fhe defcribed by all its marks, and by the

1

place in which it had long lain negleéted v, ' "This iscer-
tain, that all thele miraculous ftories were fpread abroad;
in order to captivate the vulgar; The more the king and

his’ minift

's were determined to give into the illufiony
the more fcruples they pretended,  An affembly of grave
doctors and theologians cautioufly examined Joan’s mif-
fion, and pronounced it undoubted and fupernatural. She

vas fent to the parliament, then refiding at Poiétiers ; and

was interrogated before that mboly : ‘The prefidents;
the counfellors, who came pe rm.,d d of her impofture,

went :«umy convinced of her i

iration, A my of hope
began to break through that defpair, in which the minds
of all men were i;;rbu enveloped. Heaven had now de-
clared itfelf in favour of France, and had laid bare jts out-

firetched arm to take \f"”gf“. ice on her invaders; Few

S
i€

could diftinguith between the impulfe of inclination and
the force of conviction ; and none would fubmit to the
trouble of fo difagreeable a fcrutiny,

AFTER thefe artificjal p. ccautions and preparations had
been for fome time employed, Joan’s requefts were at
laft complied with: She was armed cap-a-pee, mounted
on horfeback, and fhown in that martial habiliment be-
fore the whole people. Her dexterity in managing her
fteed, though acquired in her ‘il’)z'mcr occupation, was
regarded as a frefh proof of her mif 1on; and the was re-
ceived with the loudeft acci;uzmtxo.n by the fpeGators,

¥ Hall, fol, 107,  Hollingthed, p. 6oa,
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Her former occupation was even denied : She was no C ; A P.
longer the fervant of an inn. She was converted into 2\, —s

thepherdefs, an employment much more agreeable to the
imagination. To render her ftill more interefting, near
ten years were f{ubftratted from her age; and all the
fentiments of love and of chivalry, were thus united to
thofz of enthufiafm, in order to inflame the fond fancy of
the people with prepofleflions in her favour.

WHEN the engine was thus drefled up in full fplendor,
it was determined to eflay its force againft the enemy.
Joan was fent to Blois, where a large convoy was pre-
pared for the fupply of Orleans, and an army of ten
thoufand men, under the command of St. Severe, aflem-
bled to efcort it. She ordered all the foldiers to confefs
themfelves before they fet out on the enterprize: She ba-
nifhed from the camp all women of bad fame: She dif=
plaved in her hands a confecrated banner; where the
Supreme Being was reprefented, grafping the globe of
earth, and furrounded with flower de luces. And fhe
infifted, in right of her prophetic miffion, that the con-
voy fhould enter Orleans, by the dire& road from the
fide of Beaufle : But the count of Dunois, unwilling to
fubmit the rules of the military art to her infpirations,
ordered it to approach by the other fide of the river,
where, he knew, the weakeft part of the Englith army
was ftationed.

PrEVIOUS to this attempt, the maid had written to the
regent and to the Englith generals before Orleans, com-
vmanding them, in the name of the omnipotent Creator,
by whom fhe was commiflioned, immediately to raife the
fiege and to evacuate France; and menacing them with
divine vengeance in cafe of their difobedience. All the
Englith affected to fpeak with derifion of the maid and of
her heavenly commiffion ; and faid, that the French king

was now indeed reduced to a forry pafs, when he had re-
Veor. lIL, L courfe

1429.
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C H A Picourfe to fuch ridiculous expedients

But they felt their
1-

vination fecretly firuck with the vehement perfuafion,

1

1429.  which prevailed in all around them ; and they waited
with an anxious expectation, not unmixed with horror;

for the iflue of thefe extraordinary preparation:,

As the convoy approached the river, a fally was made
by the garrifon on the fide of Beaufle, to srevent the
Englifh general from fending any detachment o the other

pril. fide: The provifions were peaceab ly embarkel in boats,
which the inhabitants -of Orleans had fent to receive

covered with her tro oops th: embarka-
tion: Suffolk did not venture to attack her: And the
i renc ‘ 1- &
an ‘.]rc.;.txon of affairs, whicl

mcml carried back the army in fafets to Blois;
y vilible to all
efe& on the

the world, and which had

minds of both parties.
THE maid entered the city of Orleans, arrayed: i

her military garb, “,J difpl vlaying her confecnted ftan }-

258 Cclci’ti;z'x deliverer bv ail the

8, Lon[«.n ed,
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c H}‘} P firft to expel the enemy from their forts on the other fide
n._;,:..zof the river, and thus lay the communication with the
429 country entirely open, before fhe attempted any more

hazardous enterprize. Joan was perfuaded, and thefe

forts were vigoroufly aflailed. In one attack the French
were repulfed 3 the maid was left almoft alone; fhe was
obliged to retreat, and join the runaways ; but difplaying
her facred ftandard, and animating them with her coun-
tenance, her geftures, her exhortations, fhe led them
back to the charge, and overpowered the Englifh in their
entrenchments. In the attack of another fort, fhe wag
wounded in the neck with an arrow ; fhe retreated a mo-
ment behind the affailants ; the pulled out the arrow with
her own hands ; fhe had the wound quickly drefled ; and
fhe haftened back to head the troops, and to plant her
victorious banner on the ramparts of the enemy,

By all thefe fuccefles, the Englifh were entirely chaced
from their fortifications on that fide : They had loft above
fix thoufand men in thefe different aions; and what
was ftill more important, their wonted courage and cone
fidence was wholly gone, and had given place to amaze-
ment and defpair. 'The maid returned triumphant over
the bridge, and was again received as the guardian angel
of the city. After performing fuch miracles, fhe con-.
vinced the moft obdurate incredulity of her divine mif-
fion: Men felt themfelves animated as by a fuperior
energy, and thought nothing, impoflible to that diyine
hand, which fo vifibly conduéted them, It was in vain
even for the Englith generals to oppofe with their fol-
diers the prevailing opinion of fupernatural influcnce:
They themfelves were probably moved by the fame be-
lief: The utmoft they dared to advance, was, that Joan
was not an inftrument of God ; fhe was only the imple-
ment of the Devil : But as the Englifh had felt, to their
fad experience, that the Devil n—.?éht be allowed fome-

8 times
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times to prevail, they derived not much confolation from € ZXA P.
the enforcing of this opinion, ;

It might prove extremely dangerous for Suffolk, with Pt o
fuch intimidated troops, to remain any longer in the pre- of e
fence of fo courageous and victorious an enemy ; he;f;‘hyr
therefore raifed the fiege, and retreated with all the pre-
caution imaginable. The French refolved to pufh their
conquefts, and to allow the Englifh no leifure to recover
from their confternation. Charles formed a body of fix
thoufand men, and fent them to attack Jergeau, whither
Suffolk had retired with a detachment of his army. The
fiege lafted ten days; and the place was obftinately de-
fended. Joan difplayed her wonted intrepidity on the
occafion. She defcended into the foflce, in leading the
attack ; and fhe there received a blow on the head with a
flone, by which fhe was confounded and beaten to the
ground : But fhe foon recovered herfelf ; and in the end
rendered the aflault fuccefsful :. Suffolk was obliged to
yield himfelf prifoner to a Frenchman called Renaud ;
but befere he fubmitted, he afked his adverfary, whether
he were a gentleman. On receiving a fatisfatory anfwer,
he demanded, whether he were a knight. Renaud re-
plied, that he had not yet attained that honour, Zhen 1
make you one, replied Suffolk : Upon which, he gave him
the blow with his fword,  which dubbed him into that
fraternity ; and he immediately furrendered himfelf his -~

rifoner.

‘THE remainder of the Englifh army was commanded
by Faftolffe, Scales, and Thalbot, who thought of nothing
but of making their retreat, as fcon as poffible, into a
place of fafety; while the French efteemed the over-
taking them equivalent to a victory. So much had the
events, which paffed before Orleans, altered every thing
between the two natiens ! The vanguard of the French
under Richemont and Xaintrailles attacked the rear of

TR the
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aftic fpirit, with which fhe was c.c’cuatpd, and could
temper it with prudence and difcrcm

THE r;:iling of the fiege of Orleans was one part of
the maid’s promife to Charles : The crownj ng of him at
Rheims was the other ;: And fhe now vchvn;umy infifted,

that he fhould fcr thwith fet out on that enterprize. A

few weeks before, fuch a prolr(l would have appeared
the moft extravagant in the world. Rheims lay in a

& Monfirelet, vol. ii. p, 46,
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ner, which had fo often diffipated and confounded his
fierceft enemies : And the people fhouted with the moft
unfeigned joy, on viewing fuch a complication of wone
ders.  After the completion of the ceremony, the Maid
threw herfelf at the king’s feet, embraced his knees,
and with'a flood of tears, which pleafure and tendernefs
extorted from her, fhe congratulated him on this fingular
and marvellous event.

CuARLEs, thus crowned and anointed, became more
refpectable in the eyes of all his fque&s, and feemed, in
a manner, to receive anew, from a heavenly commiffion,
his title to their allegiance, The inciinations of men
fwaying their belief, no one doubted of the infpirations
and prophetic fpirit of the Maid : So many il'ucidents,
which pafled all human comprehenfion, left little room to
queftion a fuperior influence : And the real and undoubt-
ed fals brought credit to every exaggeration, which
could fcarcely be rendered more wonderful. Laon, Soif-
fons, Chateau-Thierri, Provins, and many other towns
and fortrefles in that neighbourhood, immediately af-
ter Charles’s coronation, fubmitted to him on the
firft fummons; and the whole nation was difpofed ta
give him the moft zealous teftimonies of their duty and
affection,

NoTHING can imprefs us with a higher idea of the
wifdom, addrefs, and refolution of the duke of Bedford,
than his being able to maintain himfelf in fo perilous a
fituation, and to preferve fome footing in France, after
the defeclion of fo many places, and amidft the univerfal
inclination of the reft to imitate that contagious example,
This prince feemed prefent ‘every where by his vigilance
and forefight : He employed every refource, which fortune
had yet left him : He put all the Englith garrifons in a
pq_ﬂu;‘c of defence : He kept a watchful eye over every ate

tempt
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tempt among the French towards an infurre&tion: HeCH A P,

retained the Parifians in obedience, by alternately em- _

ploying careffes and feverity : And knowing that the duke
of Burgundy was already wavering in his fidelity, he
a&ed with fo much fkill and prudence, as to renew, in
this dangerous crifis, his alliance with that prince; an
alliance of the utmoft importance to the credit and fup-
port of the Englith government,

Tue fmall fupplies which he received from England
fet the talents of this great man in ftill a ftronger light.
The ardour of the Englifh for foreign conquefts was now
extremely abated by time and reflection : The parliament
feems even to have become fenfible of the danger, which
might attend their farther progrefs : No fupply of money
could be obtained by the regent during his greateft dif-
trefles : And men enlifted flowly under his ftandard, or
foon deferted, by reafon of the wonderful accounts, which
had reached England, of the magic, and forcery, and dia-
bolical power of the maid of Orleans?. It happened for-
tunately, in this emergency, that the bifhop of Winche-
fter, now created a cardinal, landed at Calais with a body
of 5000 men, which he was conducing into Bohemia,
on a crufade againft the Huflites. He was perfuaded to
Iend thefe troops to his nephew during the prefent difficul-
ties ©; and the regent was thereby enabled to take the
field ; and to oppofe the French king, who was advancing
awith his army to the gates of Paris.

THE extraordinary capacity of the duke of Bedford ap-
peared alfo in his military operations. He attempted to
reftore the courage of his troeps by boldly advancing to
the face of the enemy; but he chofe his pofts with (o
much caution, as always to decline a combat, and to ren-
der it impoflible for Charles to attack him. He ftill at-

$ Rymer,.vol. X, p. 459+ 472. ¢ Ibid, vol. x. 7. 421,

tended
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C.H AP, tended that prince in all his movements ; covered his own
. , towns and garrifons ; and kept himfelf ina pofture to reay
2430, advantage from every imprudence or falfe ftep of the ene-

=

my. T;.c Fre:
teers, who ferved at their own expence, foon after retired

ch army, which confifted moftly of volun-

and was difbanded : Charles went to Bourges, the ordi-

nary place of his refidence ; but.not till he made himfelf
"!

aﬁcr of Compic,:‘ eauvais, Senlis, Sens, Laval,

f many places in the neighbour-

1

Lu the affeCtions of the. people had put

hood of P;:
into his hands,

THE re ndeavoured to revive the declining’ ftate

of his affairs, bybringing over the young king of England, ¢
and-having ‘him.crowned and anointed at Paris f. All
the vaffals of the crown, who lived within the provinces
poflefled by the Englith, {wore new allegiance and did
homage to him. But this ceremony was cold and in-
fipid, compared with the luftre which had attended the
coronation of'‘Charles at Rheims; and the duke of Bedford.
expected more effect froman accident, which put into his
hands the perfon ‘that had been the author of all his cala-
mities,

‘T'rue 'maid of Orleans, after the coronation of Charles,
declared to the count of Dunois, that her wifhes were now
fally gratified, and that fhe had no farther defire than to
return to her fermer con htxonﬂ and to the OL.CUPaUOHS
and courfe of life which became her fex : But that noble-
man, fenfible of ‘the great advantages which might fill
be reaped fromher prefence in the army, em.ortcd her to
perfevere, till, by the final expulfion of the Englith, fhe
had brought '111 her prophecies to their full completion.
In purfuance of this advice, the threw herfelf into the town
of Compiegne, which was at that time befieged by the duke

i Rymer, vol. x, p. 432,
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Butth oy was of f};-oz‘t dur;‘.:iort.
The 1 Iu d, next day after her arrival, headed a fally uj \01

the quarters of T(,nm of Luxembourg ; fhe tmw drove
the enemy from their entrenchments ; finding their num-
bers to encreafe €very moment, fhc ordered a retreat ;
vhen hard prefled by the mzrfuers, fhe turned upon them,
and made them again recoil ; but being here deferted by
w»’@-

vasat la

her friends, and furrounded by the enemy, fhe w

after exerting the utmoft valour, taken prifoner by the

1ion was

Burgundians 8, ‘The common opinion was, that the
ling themerit of every viéto *-) afcribed
to her, had, in 1vy to her renown, by

French officers

vhich the V them-

felves were fo much eclipfed, willingly expofed her to
this fatal accident.
THE envy of her

on this occafion was not a
greater proof of her than the tri ]

nph of her ene-
mies. A complete victory would not have given more
joy to the Englifh and their partizans. T“c fervice of
Te Deum, which has fo often been profaned by princes,
was publicly celebrated on

fortumate event at Paris.
The duke of Bedford fancied, that, by the captivity of
that extraordinary woman, who had blafted zll his fuc-
cefles, he thould again recover his former afcendant over
France; and to pvi} farther the prefent advantage, he
purchafed the captive from John of Luxembourg, and

formed a profecution againft her, which, whether it pro~

N7

¥

ceeded from vengeance or policy, was equally barbarous
and difhonourable,

THERE was no poffible reafon, why Joan fhould not
be regarded as a prifoner of war, and be entitled to all the

£ Stowe, ps 371,

courtefly
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c P}*ﬂ? P-courtefy and good ufage, which civilized nations pradife
— — towards enemies on thefe occafions. She had never, in

her military capacity, forfeited, by any aét of treachery
or cruelty, her claim to that treatment: She was un-
ftained by any civil crime: Even the virtues and the
very decorums of her fex had ever been rigidly obferved
by her: And though her appearing in war, and leading
armics to battle, may feem an exception, fhe had thereby
performed fuch fignal fervice to her prince, that fhe had

. abundantly compenfated for this irregularity ; and was,

on that very account, the more an obje&t of praife and
admiration. It was neceflary, therefore, for the duke of
Bedford to intereft religion fome way in the profecution ;
and to cover under that cloak his violation of juftice and
huinanity. 7

Txe bithop of Beauvais, a man wholly devoted to the
Englifh interefts, prefented a petition againft Joan, on
pretence that fhe was taken within the bounds of his
diocefe ; and he defired to have her tried by an ecclefiaf-
tical court for forcery, impiety, idolatry, and magic: The
upiverfity of Paris was fo mean as to join in the fame
requeft : Several prelates, among whom the cardinal of
Winchefter was the only Englithman, were appointed her
judges:. They held their court in Roiien, where the
young king of England then refided : And the Maid,
clothed in her former military apparel, but loaded with
irons, was produced before this tribupal,

SHE firft defired to be cafed of her chains : Her judges
anfwered, that fhe had once already attempted an efcape
by throwing herfelf from a tower : She confefled the fadt,
maintained the juftice of her intention, and owned, that,
if fhe could, fhe would fill execute that purpofe, All
her other fpeeches thowed the fame firmnefs and intrepi-
dity : Though harafled with interrogatories, during the

courfe
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eourfe of near four months, the never betrayed any weak=C P;(}? P,
nefs or womanith fubmiffion; and no advantage was g___\;._J
gained over her. The point, which her judges pufhed 43%
moft vehemently, was her vifions and revelations and in-
tercourfe with departed faints; and they afked her, whe=

ther the would fubmit to the church the truth of thefe
infpirations : She replied, that fhe would fubmit them

to God, the fountain of truth. They then exclaimed,

that the was a heretic, and denied the authority of the

church. She appealed to the pope: They rejeCted her

appeal.

TuEey afked her, why fhe put truft in her ftandard
which had been confecrated by magical incantations : She
replied, that fhe put truft in the Supreme Being alone,
whofe image was imprefled upon it. They demanded,
why fhe carried in her hand that ftandard at the anoint=
ment and coronation of Charles at Rheims : She anfwered,
that the perfon who had thared the danger, was entitled
to fhare the glory. When accufed of going to war con-
trary to the decorums of her fex, and of afluming go-
vernment and command over men ; fhe fcrupled not to
reply, that her fole purpofe was to defeat the Englith, and
to expel them the kingdom. In the iffue, fhe was con-
demned for all the crimes of which fhe had been accufed,
aggravated by herefy ; her revelations were declared to be
inventions of the devil to delude the people ; and fhe was
fentenced to be delivered over to the fecular arm.

Joan, fo long furrounded by inveterate enemies, who
treated her with every mark of contumely ; brow-beaten

and overawed by men of fuperior rank, and men invefted
with the enfigns of a facred charaéter, which fhe had
been accuftomed to revere, feit her fpirit at laft {ubdued ;
and thofe vifionary dreams of infpiration, in which fhe
had Qeen buoyed up by the triumphs of fuccefs and the

applaufes
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C H A P, applaufes of her own party, gave way to the terrors of
ey tiat punifhment to which fhe was fentenced. She pub-

1431, licly declared herfelf willing to recant ; fhe acknowled ged
the illufion of thofe revelations \:thu the church had
reje€ted ; and fhe promifed never more to maintain them,
Her 1entu1ce was then mitigated : She was condemned to
perpetual imprifonment, and to be fed during life on

bread and water.

ExouGH was now done to fulfil all i olitical views,
and to convince both the French and th glifh, that the

opinion of divine influence, which }‘ad fo much en-
couraged the one and daunted the other, was entirely
without foundation. But the barbarous vengeance of
Joan’s enémies was not fatisfied with ‘this victory.  Suf-
pecting, that'the female drefs, which fhe had now con-
fented to wear, was difagreeable to her, they purpofely
placed in her apartment a fuit of men’s apparel; and
watched for the'effeéts of that temptation upon her.  On
the fight of a ‘drefs, in'which fhe had acquiréd fo much
renown, and which, fhe once believed, the wore by the
particular appointment of heaven, all her former ideas
and pafiions revived ; and fhe ventured in her folitude to
cloath herfelf again in the forbidden garment. Her infi-
dious enemies c;ught her in that fituation ; Her fault was
interpreted to be no lefs than a relapfe into herefy : No
recantation would now fuffice, and no pardon could be
granted her. She was condemned to be burned in the
market-place of Rotien ; and the infamous fentence was
ccordingly executed. This admirable heroine, to whom
4 the more generous fuperflition of the ancients would have
14th June, ereCted altars, was, on pretence of herefy and magic,
delivered over alive to the flames, and expiated by that
dreadful punithment the fignal fervices which fhe had
rendered to her prince and to her native country.

Fxecution

THE




H'E N B Y V. 59
by’
lithy far from being advancedC H' A P,
(K
ore to de-= »..,,.)::-—J
nable to re«: 1432

d the French

ratful fovereign,

cruelty was ill fitted to remove.
rized, by a flratagem of the count of
. A body of the Englith, under lord W illoughby,
was defeated at St. Celerin upon the Sarte®: The fair in
the fuburbs of Ci lin the midft of the Englifh

territories, was pillaged by de Lore, a French officer:

den, featec

The duke of L,:_C“,,d himfelf was obliged by Dunois to

raife thefiege of Lag

ni with fome lofs of reputation: And

all thefe misforte

s, though light, yet being continued
and uninterrupted, brought difcredit on the Englifhj and

menaced them with an approaching revolution. ' But the
chief detriment, which the regent fuftained, was by the
death of his dutchefs, who had hitherto preferved fome
appearance of friendil

ip between him and her brother,
the duke of Burgundy!: And his marriage foon after-

wards, with Jaqueline of Luxoem! vourg, was the begin-
ing of a breach between' them*, Phili; p complained,

that the regent had never had the cinhty to inform him

of his intentions, and that fo fudden a marsi;

flight on his fifter’s memory. The cardinal of Winchefte:

a3
LCi
5

mediated a reconciliation b
S

veen: thefe - princes, and

brought both of them to St, ")mcrs for that purpofe
The duke of Bedford here expeted the firft vifit, both as
he was fon, brother, and uncle to a king, and becaufe

he had already made fuch advances as to come into the

;:1

duke of Burgundy’s territories, in order to have an inter-

view with him : But Philip, proud of

11

is great power

and independant: dominions, refufed to pay this compli-
.
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C P)’(XA P. ment to the regent : And the two princes, unable to ad-
‘e - juft the ceremonial, parted without feeing each other =,
1432. A bad prognoftic of their cordial intentions to renew paft
amity !
Defe@tionof NOTHING could be more repugnant to the interefts of
;,}’;;;’::y‘_’f the houfe of Burgundy, than to unite the crowns of
France and England on the fame head ; an event, which;
had it taken place, would have reduced the duke to the
rank of a petty prince, and have rendered his fituation
entirely dependant and precarious. The title alfo to the
crown of France, which, after the.failure of the elder
branches, might accrue to the duke or his pofterity, had
been facrificed by the treaty of Troye; and ftrangers and
enemies were thereby irrevocably fixed upon the thrones
Revenge alone had carried Philip into thefe impolitic meas
fures ; and a point of honour had hitherte induced him
te maintain them. But as it is the nature of paffion gra-
dually to decay; while the fenfe of intereft maintains a
permanent influence and authority; the duke had, for fome
years, appeared fenfibly to relent in his animofity againft
Charles, and to hearken willingly to the apologies made
by that prince for the murder of the late duke of Bur~
gundy. His extreme youth was pleaded in his favour;
his incapacity to judge for himfelf ; the afcendant gained
over him by his minifters; and his inability to refent a
deed, which, without his knowledge, had been perpe-
trated by thofe under whofe guidance he was then placed.
The more to flatter the pride of Philip, the king of
France had banifhed from his court and prefence Tanegui
de Chatel, and all thofe who were concerned in that af-
faffination ; and had offered to make every other atone-
ment, which could be required of him. The diftrefs,
which Charles had already fuffered, had tended to gratify
the duke’s revenge ; the miferies, to which France had

m Monftrelet, vol, ii, p. go. Grafton, p. §61.

been




HENRY VI 16t

been fo long expofed, had begun to move his compaffion § € H A P,
and the cries of all Europe 1dmomf‘1cd him, that his res «_ o )
fentment, which might hitherto be deemed pious, w ouldy 1432
if carried farther, b*— univerfally condemned as barbarous

and unrelenting, While the duke was in this difpofition,

every difguft, which he received from England, made a

double impreflion upon him ; the entreaties of the count

of Richemont and the duke of Bourbon, who had mar=

ried his two fifters, had weight ; and he finally determined

to unite himfelf to the royal family of France, from which

his own was defcended. For this purpofe, a congrefs 1431
was appointed at Arras under the mediation of deputies

from the pope and the council of Bafle: The duke of
Burgundy came thither in perfon : The duke of Bourbon,

the count of Richemont, and other perfons of high rank,

appeared as ambafladors from France: And the Englifh

having alfo been invited to attend, the cardinal of Win-

chefter, the bifhops of Norwich and St. David’s, the

earls of Huntingdon and Suffolk, with others, received

from the proteftor and council a commiffion for that

purpofe ™,

THE conferences were held in the abbey of St. Vaaft ; :
and began with difcufling the propofals of the two crowns,
which were fo wide of each other as to admit of no hopes
of accommodation. France offered to cede Normandy
with Guienne, but both of them loaded with the ufual
homage and vaflalage to the crown. As the claims of
England upon France were univerfally unpopular in Eu=<
rope, the mediators declared the offers of Charles very
reafonable ; and the cardinal of Winchefter, with the
other Englith ambafladors, without giving a particular
detail of their demands, immediately left the congrefs.
There remained nothing but to difcufs the mutual preten=
fions of Charles and Philip, Thefe were eafily adjufted :

>
=
o2

m Rymer, vol, x, p. 611, 612,
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C H A P. The vaffal was in a fituation to give law to his fupe-

XX.

—rior ; and he exa&ed conditions, which, had it not been

1435

for the prefent neceflity, would have been decmed, to
the laft degree, difhonourable and difadvantageous to
the crown of France. Befides making repeated atone-
ments and acknowledgments for the murder of the
duke of Burgundy, Charles was obliged to cede all the
towns of Picardy which lay between the Somme and the
Low Countries; he yielded feveral other territories ;
he agreed, that thefe and all the other dominions of Phi-
lip thould be held by him, during his life, without doing
any homage or fwearing fealty to the prefent king ; and
he freed his fubjecs from all obligations to allegiance,
if ever he infringed this treaty ® Such were the con=
ditions, upon which France purchafed the friendfhip of
the duke of Burgundy.

THE duke fent a herald to England with a letter, in
which he notified the conclufion of the treaty of Arras,
and apologized for his departure from that of Froye.
The council received the herald with great coldnefs:
They even affigned him his lodgings in a fhoemaker’s
houfe, by way of infult; and the populace were fo in-
cenfed, that, if the duke of Glocefter had not given him
guards, his life had been expofed to danger, when he ap-
peared in the ftreets. The Flemings, and other fubjects
of Philip, were infulted, and fome of thems murdered by
the Londoners 5 and every thing feemed to tend towards
a rupture between the two nations®. Thefe violences
were not difagreeable to the duke of Burgundy ; as they
afforded him a pretence for the farther meafures which
he intended to take againft the Englifh, whom he now re-
garded as implacable and dangerous enemies,

? Monfirelet, vol.ii. p. 112, Grafton, Ps 565 o Monitrelet,
vol, ii. ps 3120, Hollingthed, . €12,

A Few




Sk NBE vV

3

A rEw days after the duke of Bedford received iz;t_rl»- ¥ :Jn,“ P,

lio gence of this treaty, fo fatal to the interefts of England, D, f,__,.

Tdare

hc died at Roiien; a pririce of great abilities, and of 1435.
14th Sept.

many virtues 3 and whofc memory, except from the bar-Deathof tha
barous execution of the maid of Orleans, was u.](ulhgd‘f:r':"m“'d”
by any confiderable blemifh. Ifabella, queen of France,

died a little before him, defpifed by the Englifh, detefted

by the French, and reduced in her later years to regard,

with an unnatural horror, the progrefs and fuccefs of

her own fon, in recovering pofleflion of his kingdom.

This period was alfo fignalized by the death of the earl

of Arundel ?; a great Englith genéral, who, though he
commanded three thoufand men; was foiled by Xain~

trailles at the head of fix hundred, and foon after expired

of the wounds which he received in the action.

[}

w

THE violent faltions, which prevailed between the 4
duke of Glocefter and the cardinal of Winchefler,
prevented the Englith from taking the proper meafures
for repairing thefe multiplied lofles; and threw all
their affaits into confufion. The popularity of the duke,
and his near relation to the crown, gave him advan-
tages in the conteft, which he often loft by his open
and unguarded temper, unfit to ftruggle with the politic
and interefted {pirit of his rival, lhc balance, mean-
while, of thefe parties, kept every thing in fufpence:
Foreign affairs were much negleted: And though the
duke of York, fon to that earl of Cambridge, who was
executed in the beginning of the laft reign, was appointed
fucceflor to the duke of Bedford, it was {ever months be<
fore his commiffion paffed the feals; and the Englifh re-
tmained fo long in an enemy’s country, without a proper
head or governer.

¥ Monftrelet, vol, ii. p. 108. Hollingthed, ps 610,
M2 Tug
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CH A P. 'THE new governor on his arrival found the capital al-
\.,._.v__.;reauv lott. Thb Parifians had always been more attached

“ I’“‘Gr to the Burgundian than to the Englifh intereft ; and after
((‘7 e o0

the concl "on of the treaty of Axras, their affetions,

without any farther controul, univerfally led them to
return to their allegiance under their native fovereign,
T'he conftable, together with Lile-Adam, the fame per-
fon who had before put Paris into the hands of the duke
of Burgundy, was introduced in the night-time by intel-
ligence with the citizens : Lord Willoughby, who com-
manded only a fmall garrifon of 1500 men, was expelled :
This nobleman difcovered valour and prefence of mind
on the occafion ; but unable to guard fo large a place
againft fuch multitudes, he retired into the Baftile, and
being there invefled, he delivered up that fortrefs, and was
contented to flipulate for the fafe retreat of his troops into
Normandy 9.

I~ the fame feafon, the duke of Burgundy openly took
part againft England, and commenced hoftilities by the

fiege of Calais, the only place which now gave the Eng-

any fure hold of France, and {till rendered them
dangerous, As he was beloved among his own fubjes,
and had acquired the epithet of Good, from his popular
qualities, he was able to intereftall the inhabitants of the
Low Countries in the fuccefs of this enterprize ; and he
invefted that place with an army, formidable from its
numbers, 1 ut without experience, difcipline, or military
fpiric™. . On the firft alarm of this fiege, the duke of
Glocetter afiembled fome forces, fent a defiance to Philip,
and challenged him to wait the event of a battle, which
he promifed to give, as foon as the wind would permit
him to reach Calais. The warlike genius of the Englith
had at that time rendered ‘them terrible to all the northern

9 Monfirelet, vol. ii

p. 127. Grafton, p, 568. r Monfirelet,
vol, i, p. 326, 130, 332, Hollingthed, p, 613, Grafton, Pe 571,

parts
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parts of Europe ; efpecially to the Flemings, who wereC oy
more expert in manufactures, than in arms ; and the duke \‘n__,v
of Burgundy, being already foiled in fome attempts be-  1436.
fore Calais, and obferving the difcontent and terror of his
own army, thought proper to raife the fiege, and to re- 26th June.

treat before the arrival of the enemy °.

TaEe Englifh were ftill mafters of many fine provinces
in France ; but retained pofleffion, more by the extreme
weaknefs of Charles, than by the ftrength of their own
garrifons or the force of their armies. Nothing indeed
can be more furprifing than the feeble efforts made, dur-
ing the courfe of feveral years, by thefe two potent na=-
tions againft each other; while the one ftruggled for
independence, and the other afpired to a total conqueft of
its rival.  'The general want of induftry, commerce, and
police, in that age, had rendered all the European nations,
and France and England no lefs than the others, unfit
for bearing the burthens of war, when it was prolonged
beyond one feafon ; and the continuance of hoftilities had,
long ere this time, exhaufted the force and patience of
both kingdoms. Scarcely could the appearance of an
army be brought into the field on either fide ; and all the
operations confifted in the furprifal of places, in the ren-
counter of detached parties, and in incurfions upon t‘*m
open country ; which were performed by fmall
aflembled on a fudden from the neighbouring garrifons,
In this method of conduéting the war, the French king
had much -the advantage : The affeCtions of the people
were entirely on his fide : Intelligence was early brought
him of the ftate and motions of the enemy : The inhabi~

1

tants were ready to join in any attempts againft tl

e

ar
ar-

0

(u

rifons: And thus ground was continually, though {lowly,

gained upon the Englith,  The duke of York, who was
a prince of abilities, firuggled againft thefe difficulties dur-

§ Monfirelet, vol. ii, p, 336. Hollingihed, p. 614,
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€ X A P.ing the courfe of five years ; and being aflifted by the va.
(__.i?:—.__) lour of lord Talbot, foon after created earl of Shrewfbury, |

7436 he performed actions, which acquired him honour, but

merit not the attention of pofterity. It would have been

well, had this feeble war, in fparing the blood of the

people, prevented likewife all other oppreflions ; and had

the fury of men, which reafon and juftice cannot reftrain,

thus happily received 2 check from their impotence and

inability. But the French and Englifh, though they ex-

erted fuch fmall force, were, however, ftretching beyond

their refources, which were ftill fmaller ; and the troops,

deftitute of pay, were obliged to fubfift by plundering and

opprefling the country, both of friends and enemies.

The fields in all the north of France, which was the feat

44°  of war, were laid wafte and left uncultivatedt. The

cities were gradually depopulated, not by the blood fpilt

in battle, but by the more deftructive pillage of the gar-

rifons*: And both parties, weary of hoftilities, which

decided nothing, feemed at laft defirous of peace, and they

fet on foot negociations for that purpofe. But the propo=

fals of France and the demands of England, were ftill fo

wide of each other, that all hope of accommodation im-

mediately vanifhed. ‘The Englith ambafladors demanded

reftitution of all the provinces which had once been an-

nexed to England, together with the final ceflion of Calais

and its diftrict ; and required the poffeflion of thefe ex-

tenfive ferritories without the burthen of any fealty or

homage on the part of their prince : The French offered

only part of Guienne, part of Normandy, and Calais,

loaded with the ufual burthens. It appeared in vain to

¥ Grafton, p. 562.

U Fortefcue, who, foon after this period, vifited France, in the train of

prince Henry, fpeaks of that kingdom as a defert in comparifon of England,

Sce his Treatife de laudibus Anglie. Though we make allowance for the

partialities of Fortefcue, there muft have been fome foundation for his ace

gount 5 and thefe deftruétive wars ave the moft likely reafon to be affigned for
ghe difference remarked by this author, ’

continye
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eontinue the negociation, while there was fo little profpe&t
of agreement. The Englith were ftill too haughty to
ftoop from the vaft hopes which they had formerly enter-
tained, and to accept of terms more {uitable to the prefent
condition of the two kingdoms.

Tuk duke of York foon after refigned his uovcmmem
to the earl of Warwic, a nobleman of reputation, whom
death prevented from long enjoying this dlgmty. The
duke, upon the demife of that nobleman, returned to his
charge, and during his adminiftration a truce was con-
cluded between the king of England and the duke of
Burgundy, which had become neceflary for the com-
mereial interefts of their fubjeCts*. The war with
France continued in the fame languid and feeble ftate
as before.

THE captivity of five princes of the blood, taken
prifoners in the battle of Azincour, was 2 confider-
able advantage which England long enjoyed over its
enemy; but this fuperiority was now entirely loft.
Some of thefe princes had died; fome had been ran-
fomed ; and the duke of Orleans, the moft powerful
among them, was the laft that remained in the hands
of the Englith. He offered the fum of 54,000 nobles ¥

for his liberty ; and when this propofal was laid before
the council of England, as every queftion was there an

f

obje& of faction, the party of the duke of Glocefter,
and that of the cardinal of Winchefter, were divided in
their fentiments with regard to it. The duke reminded
the council of the dying advice of the late king, that
none of thefe prifoners fhould on any account be releafed,

x Grafton, p. §73. ¥ Rymer, vol. x. p. 764. 776, 782. 795, 7956,
This fum was equal to 36,000 pounds fterling of our prefent money, A
fubfidy of a tenth and fifteenth was fixed by Bdward IIL. at 29,0c0 pounds,
which, in the reign of Henry VI. made only 8,000 pounds of our prefent
money, The parliament granted only ene fubfidy during the courfe of feven

M 4 till

years, from 1437 10 1444
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c E}I{;{\' P. till his fon fhould be of fufficient age to hold, himfelf,

\————the reins of government. The cardinal infifted on the

144°  oreatnefs of the fum offered, which in reality was near

equal to two thirds of all the extraordinary fupplies, that

the parliament, during the courfe of feven years, granted

for the fupport of the war. And he added, that the re-

leafe of this prince was more likely to be advantageous

than prejudical to the Englith interefts; by filling the

court of France with faftion, and giving a head to thofe

numerous malcontents, whom Charles was at prefent able

with great difficulty to refirain, The cardinal’s party,

as ufual, prevailed: The duke of Orleans was releafed,

after a melancholy captivity of twenty-five years Z: And

the duke of Burgundy, as a pledge of his entire recon-

ciliation with the family of Orleans, facilitated to that

prince the payment of his ranfom. , It muft be confefled,

that the princes and nobility, in thofe ages, went to war

on very difadvantageous terms, If they were taken pri-

foners, they either remained in captivity during life, or

purchafed their liberty at the price which the victors

were pleafed to impofe, and which often reduced their
families to want and beggary,

1443 THE fentiments of the cardinal, fome time after, pre-
vailed in another point of fill greater moment. ‘That
prelate had always encouraged every propofal of accom-
modation with France; and had reprefented the utter
impoflibility, in the prefent circumftances, of puthing
farther the conquefls in that kingdom, and the great diffi-
culty of even maintaining thofe which were already
made. He infifted on the extreme relu@ance of the pag-
liament' to grant fupplies ; the diforders in which the
Englith affairs in Normandy were involved ; the daily
progrefs made by the French king ; and the advantage

# Grafton, p, 578,

of
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of ftopping his hand by a temporary accommodation,C H A P,
s v 5

which might leave room for time and accidents to operate ____ ",
in favour of the Englith. The duke of Glocefter, high- 1343
fpirited and haughty, and educated in the lofty preten-
fions, which the firft fuccefles of his two brothers had
rendered familiar to him, could not yet be induced to re~
linquifh all hopes of prevailing over France; much lefs
could he fee, with patience, his own opinion thwarted and
rejected by the influence of his rival in the Englith coun-
cil. But notwithftanding his oppofition, the earl of
Suffolk, a nobleman who adhered to the cardinal’s
party, was difpatched to Tours, in order to negociate
with the French minifters, It was found impoflible to 28th May.
adjuflt the terms of a lafting peace; but a truce for Ef:f:e‘“”h
twenty-two months was concluded, which left every
thing on the prefent footing between the parties. The
numerous diforders, under which the French government
laboured, and which time alone could remedy, induced
Charles to aflent to this truce; and the {ame motives en-
gaged him afterwards to prolong it2. But Suffolk, not
content with executing this objeét of his commiffion,
proceeded alfo to finith another bufinefs, which feems ra-
ther to have been implied than exprefied in the powers
that had been granted him b,

I~ proportion as Henry advanced in years, his charac-
ter became fully known in the court, and was no longer
ambiguous to either faction. Of the moft harmlefs, in-
offenfive, fimple manners; but of the moft flender capa-
city ; he was fitted, both by the foftnefs of his temper,
and the weaknefs of his underftanding, to be perpetually
governed by thofe who furrounded him ; and it was ealy
to forefee, that his reign would prove a perpetual mino-
rity, As he had now reached the twenty-third year of
his age, it was natural to think of choofing him a queen ;

3 Rymer, vol, Xi, p, 101, 108, 206, 214+ b Ibid. p. 53.
and
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€ f;(XA P.and each party was ambitious of having him receive one

«— —from their hand ; as it was probable, that this circum-

*443-  ftance would decide for ever the viGtory between them,

The duke of Glocefter propofed a daughter of the count

of Armagnac; but had not credit to effeét his purpofe.

The cardinal and his friends had caft their eye on Margaret

of Anjou, daughter of Regnier, titular king of Sicily,

Naples, and Jerufalem, defcended from the count of

Anjou, brother of Charles V. who had left thefe magni-

ficent titles, but without any real power or poffeflions, to

his pofterity, This princefs herfelf was the moft accom-

plithed of her age both in body and mind; and feemed

to pofefs thofe qualities, which would equally qualify

her to acquire the afcendant over Henry, and to fupply

all his defects and weaknefles, Of a mafculine, coura-

geous fpirit, of an enterprizing temper, endowed with

folidity as well as vivacity of underftanding, fhe had not

been able to conceal thefe great talents even in the pri-

vacy of her father’s family; and it was reafonable to

expedt, that, when fhe thould mount the throne, they

would break out with ftill fuperior luftre. The earl of

Suffolk, therefore, in concert with his aflociates of the

Englifh council, made propofals of marriage to Margaret,

which were accepted. But this nobleman, befides pre-

occupying the princefs’s favour by being the chief means

of her advancement, endeavoured to ingratiate himfelf

with her and her family, by very extraordinary concef-

TR fions : Though Margaret brought no dowry with her,

theking he ventured of himfelf, without any dire& authority
with’ Mar- . . -

garet of  rom the council, but probably with the approbation of

Anjous  the cardinal and the ruling members, to engage by 2

fecret article, that the province of Maine, which was at

that time in the hands of the Englith, fhould be ceded

to Charles of Anjou her uncle ©, who was prime mini-

¢ Grafton, p, 590,
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fter and favourite of the French king, and who had al-CH A P,

ready received from his mafter the grant of that province . et

as his appanage. 1443
THE treaty of marriage was ratified in England: Suf-

folk obtained firft the title of marquis, then that of duke

and even received the thanks of parliament, for his

fervices in concluding it%. The princefs fell immedi-

ately into clofe connections with the cardinal and his

party, the dukes of Somerfet, Suffolk, and Bucking-

ham ¢ ; who, fortified by her powerful patronage, re-

folved on the final ruin of the duke of Glocefter,

THis generous prince, worfted in all court intrigues, 144y
for which his temper was not fuited, but poflefling, ina
high degree, the favour of the public, had already re-
ceived from his rivals a cruel mortification, which he had
hitherto born without violating public peace, but which it
was impoflible that a perfon of his fpirit and humanity could
ever forgive. His dutchefs, the daughter of Reginald, lord
Cobham, had been accufed of the crime of witchcraft, and
it was pretended, that there was found in her pofleffion a
wazxen figure of the king, which the and her aflociates, Sir
Roger Bolingbroke a prieft, and one Margery Jordan of
Eye, melted in a magical manner before a flow fire,
with an intention of making Henry’s force and vigour
wafte away by like infenfible degrees. 'I'he agcufation
was well calculated to affe& the weak and credulous
mind of the king, and to gain belief in an ignorant age;
and the dutchefs was brought to trial with her confede-
rates. The nature of this crime, fo oppofite to all com-
mon fenfe, feems always to exempt the accufers from
obferving the rules of common fenfe in their evidence:
"The prifoners were pronounced guilty ; the dutchefs was
condemned to do public penance, and to fuffer perpetual

d Cottony p. 630, ¢ Hollingthed, p, 626.
X imprif—onw
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c H_X{‘- P.imprifonment, the others were executed .,  Bat ‘as thefe

\ﬁ,_'__,:violent proceedings were afcribed folely to the ma-

1447,

28th Feb.
Mourder of
the duke of
Glocefter.

lice of the duke’s enemies, the people, contrary to their
ufual practice in fuch marvellous trials, acquitted the un-
happy fufferers ; and encreafed their efteem and affe@ion
towards a prince, who was thus expofed, without pro-
tection, to thofe mortal injuries.

THESE fentiments of the public made the cardinal of
Winchefter and his party fenfible, that it was neceffary
to deftroy a man, whofe popularity might become dan-
gerous, and whole refentment they had fo much caufe to
apprehend. In order to effect their purpofe, a parlia-
ment was {ummoned to meet, not at London, which
was fuppofed to be too well affected to the duke, but at
St. Edmondfbury, where they expected that he would lie
entirely at mercy. As foon as he appeared, he was accufed
of treafon, and thrown into prifon. He was foon after
found dead in his bed #; and though it was pretended
that his death was natural, and though his body, which
was expofed to public view, bore no marks of outward
violence, no one doubted but he had fallen a victim to
the vengeance of his enemies. An artifice, formerly
practifed in the cafe of Edward II. Richard II. and Tho-
mas of Woodftock, duke of Glocefter, could deceive no
body. 'The reafon of this affaflination of the duke feems
not, that the ruling party apprehended his acquittal in
parliament on account of his innocence, which, in fuch
times, was feldom much regarded ; but that they ima-
gined his public trial and execution would have been
more invidious than his private murder, which they pre-
tended to deny. Some gentlemen of his retinue were
afterwards tried as accomplices in his treafons, and were
condemned to be hanged, drawn and quartered, They

f Stowe, p. 381, Hollingfhed, p. 622, Grafton, p. 587,
€ Grafton, p. 597,
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were hanged and cut down ; but juft as the executioner C

was proceeding to quarter them, their pardon was pro-
duced, and they were recovered to life®, 'The moft bar-
barous kind of mercy that can poflibly be imagined !

Turs prince is faid to have received a better education
than was ufual in his age, to have founded one of the firft
public libraries in England, and to have been a great
patron of learned men. Among other advantages, which
he reaped from this turn of mind, it tended much to cure
him of credulity ; of which the following inftance is given
by Sir Thomas More. There was a man, who pretended,
that, though he was born blind, he had recovered his
fight by touching the fhrine of St. Albans, The duke,
happening foon after to pafs that way, queftioned the
man, and feeming to doubt of his fight, afked him the
colours of feveral cloaks, worn by perfons of his retinue.
The man told them very readily.  You are a knave, cried
the prince; had you been born blind, you could not fo foon
bave learned to diftinguifb colours : And immediately or-
dered him to be fet in the ftocks as an impoftor i,

THE cardinal of Winchefter died fix weeks after his
nephew, whole murder was univer{ally afcribed to him as
well as to the duke of Suffolk, and which, it is faid, gave
him more remorfe in his laft moments, than could natu-
rally be expected from a man hardened, during the courfe
of a long life, in falfchood and in politics.  What fhare
the queen had in this guilt is uncertain 3 her ufual 2&i-
vity and fpirit made the public conclude with fome reafon,
that the duke’s enemies durft not have ventured on fuch
a deed without her privity. But there happened foon
after an event, of which fhe and her favourite, the duke
of Suffolk, bore inconteftibly the whole odium.

THaT article of the marriage treaty, by which the
province of Maine was to be ceded to Charles of Anjou,

h Fabian Chron, anno 1447, i Grafton, p. 597,

the
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c I;XA P.the queen’s uncle, had probably been hitherto kept fecret 3
\— ——and during the lifetime of the duke of Glocefter, it might

447.

1448,

have been dangerous to venture on the execution of it.
But as the court of France ftrenuoully infifted on per-
formance, orders were now difpatched, under Henry’s
hand, to Sir Francis Surienne, governor of Mans, com-
manding him to furrender that place to Charles of Anjou.
Surienne, either queftioning the authenticity of the order,
or regarding his government as his fole fortune, refufed
compliance ; and it became neceflary for a French army,
under the count of Dunois, to lay fiege to the city. The
governor made as good a defence as his fituation could
permit ; but receiving no relief from Edmund duke of
Somerfet, who was at that time governor of Normandy,
he was at laft obliged to capitulate, and to furrender
not only Mans, but all the other fortrefles of that pro-
vince, which was thus entirely alienated from the crown
of England.

TuE bad effe@s of this meafure ftopped not here. Sus
rienne, at the head of all his garrifons, amounting to
2500 men, retired into Normandy, in expeétation of be-
ing taken into pay, and of being quartered in fome towns
of that province, But Somerfet, who had no means of
fubfifting fuch a multitude, and who was probably in<
cenfed at Surienne’s difobedience, refufed to admit him j
and this adventurer, not daring to commit depredations
on the territories either of the king of France or of Eng-
land, marched into Britanny, feized the town of Fou-
geres, repaired the fortifications of Pontorfon and Sts
James de Beuvron, and fubfifted his troops by the ravages
which he exercifed on that whole province . "The duke of
Britanny complained of this violence to the king of
France, his liege lord : Charles remonftrated with the

% Monftrelet, vol, iiis p. 64
duke
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75
duke of Somerfet: That nobleman replied, that the in-C H A P,
jury was done without his privity, .and that he had no B
authority over Surienne and his companions'. Though  1448.
this anfwer ought to have appeared fatisfattory to Charles,

who had often felt feverely the licentious, independant

fpirit of fuch mercenary foldiers, he never would admit

of the apology. He ftill infifted, that thefe plunderers

thould be recalled, and that reparation fhould be made to

the duke of Britanny for all the damages which he had
fuftained : And in order to render an accommodation ab-

folutely impracticable, he made the eftimation of damages

amount to no lefs a fum than 1,600,000 crowns. He

was fenfible of the fuperiority, which the prefent ftate of

his affairs gave him over England ; and he determined to

take advantage of it.

No fooner was the truce concluded between the two State of
kingdoms,  than Charles employed himfelf, with great s
induftry and judgment, in repairing thofe numberlefs ills,
to which France, from the continuance of wars both
foreign and domeftic, had fo long been expofed. He re-
ftored the courfe of public juftice ; he introduced order
into the finances ; he eftablifhed difcipline in his troops ;
he reprefled faction in his court; he revived the languid
ftate of agriculture and thearts ; and in the courfe of a
few years, he rendered his kingdom flourifhing within it-
felf, and formidable to its neighbours, Meanwhile, af-
fairs in England had taken a very different turn. The
court was divided into parties, which were enraged againft
each other : The people were difcontented with the go=
vernment : Conquefts in France, which were an obje&
more of glory than of intereft, were overlooked amid{t do-~
meftic incidents, which engrofled the attention of all men :

The governor of Normandy, ill fupplied with money, was
obliged to difmifs the greater part of his troops, and to allow

1 Monfirelet, vol, iii, p, 7. Hollinghed, p. 629,
the
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€ H A Nthe fortifications of the towns and caftles to become ruins
,___ﬁx__, ous: And the nobility and. people of that province had,
1449. during the late open communication with France, enjoyed
frequent opportunities of renewing connexions with their

ancient mafter, and of concerting the means for expelling

" the Englith. The occafion therefore feemed favourable

to Charles for breaking the truce. Normandy was at
Renewal ¢ once invaded by four powerful armies; one commanded
:?iih";i;m_ by the king himfelf; a fecond by the duke of Britanny;
a third by the duke of Alengon; and a fourth by the

count of Dunois. The places opened their gates almoft

as foon as the French appeared before them: Verneiiily
Nogent, Chateau Gaillard, Ponteau de mer, Gifors,

Mante, Vernon, Argentan, Lifieux, Fecamp, Coutances,
Belefme, Pont de I’Arche, fell in an inftantinto the hands

of the enemy. The duke of Somerfet, fo far from having

an army, which could take the field, and relieve thefe

places, was not able to fupply them' with the neceflary
garrifons and provifions. He retired with the few troops,

of which he was mafter, into Rotien; and thought it
{ufficient, if, till the arrival of fuccours from England,

he could fave that capital from the general fate of the
province. The king of France, at the head of a formi=

dable army, fifty thoufand ftrong, prefented himfelf be-

fore the gates: The dangerous example of revolt had
infected the inhabitants ;. and they called aloud for a ca-
pitulation, Somerfet, unable to refift at once both the
enemies within and from without, retired with his garri-

fon into the palace and caftle; which, being places not
tenable, he was obliged to furrender : He purchafed a re-

4th Noy, treat to Harfleur by the payment of 56,000 crowns, ‘by
engaging to'furrender Arques, Tancarville, Caudebec,
Honfleur, and other places in the higher Normandy, and
by delivering hoftages for the performance of ar-
ticles™. The governor of Honfleur refufed to obey his

clet, vol.iii, p. 21. Grafton;, p. 643«
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orders ; upon which the earl of Shrewfbury, who wasC FAP,
one of the hoftages, was detained prifoner 3 and the Eng-__
lith were thus deprived of the only general capable of 59
récovering them from their prefent diftrefled fituation.
Harfleur made a better defence under Sir Thomas Cur-
fon the governor ; but was finally obliged to open its
gates to Dunois. Succours at laft appeared from Eng-
land under Sir Thomas Kyriel, and landed at Cherbourg :
But thefe came very late, amounted only to 4000 men,
and were foon after put to rout at Fourmigni by the count .
of Clermont ®.  This battle, or rather fkirmith, was the
only action fought by the Englifh for the defence of their
dominions in France, which they had purchafed at fuch
an expence of blood and treafure. Somerfet, fhut up ia
Caén without any profpe&t of relief, found it neceflary to
capitulate : Falaife opened its gates, on condition that the
earl of Shrewfbury fhould be reftored to liberty : And
Cherbourg, the laft place of Normandy which remained
in the hands of the Englith, being delivered up, the con-
queft of that important province was finithed in a twelye-
month by Charles, to the great joy of the inhabitants and
of his whole kingdom ©.

A LIKE rapid fuccefs attended the French arms in
Guienne’; though the inhabitants of that province were,
from long cuftom, better inclined to the Englith govern-
ment. Dunois was difpatched thither, and met with no
refiftance in the field, and very little from thé towns.
Great improvements had been made, during this age, in ThEnglifs
the ftructure and management of artillery, and none in ;’::fcleed
fortification ; and the art of defence was by that means
more unequal, than.either before or fince, to the art of
attack. After all the {fmall places about Bourdeaux were
reduced, that city agreed, to fubmit, if -not relieved by a
certain time ; and as rio one in England thought ferioufly

n Hollingfhed, p. 631, © Grafton, p, €46,
Vor, IIl. N of
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C H A P. of thefe diftant concerns, no relief appeareds the place

.

\—— — furrendered ; and Bayonne being taken foon after, this

1450,

whole province, which had remained united to England,
fince the acceffion of Henry II. was, after a period of
three centuries, finally fwallowed up in the French mo-
narchy.

THOUGH no peace or truce was concluded between
France and England, the war was in a manner at an end.,
The Englifh, torn in pieces by the civil diffenfions which
enfued, made but one feeble effort more for the recovery
of Guienne : And Charles, occupied at home in regu-
lating the government, and fencing againft the intrigues
of his factious fon, Lewis the Dauphin; fcarcely ever at-
tempted to invade them in their ifland, or to retaliate
upon them, by availing himfelf of their inteftine confu-
fions,

L
E
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Clain of the duke of York to the crown The earl
of Warwic Impeachment of the duke of Suffolk
His banifbment and death Popular
infurreliion The parties of York and Lancafter
Firft. armament Of the duke of York Firft
battle of St. Albans Battle of Blore-beath———
of Northampton A parliament Battle of
Wakefield Death of the duke of Y ork Battle
of Mortimer’s Crofs——=Second Battle of St. Albans
——Edward IV, affumes the erown—-—=Mifcella-
meous. tranfaitions of this reign.

W E AK prince, feated on the throne of England,c & A P,
had never failed, how gentle {oever and innocent, \_____X"
to be infefted with faction, difcontent, rebellion, and civil 14\5@4
tommotions ; and as the incapacity of Henry appeared
every day in a fuller light, thefe dangerous confequences
began, from paft experience, to be univerfally and juftly
apprehended. Men alfo of unquiet {pirits, no longer
employed in foreign wars, whence they were now ex-
cluded by the fituation of the neighbouring ftates, were
the more likely to excite inteftine diforders, and by their
emulation, rivalfthip, and animofities, to tear the bowels
of their native country. But though thefe caufes alone
were {ufficient to breed confufion, there concurred ano-
ther circamftance of ‘the moft dangerous natuire : A pre~
tender to'the crown appeared : The title itfelf of the weak
prince, who enjoyed the name of fovereignty, was dif-
3 N 2 puﬁtd;
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€ H A P.puted : And the Englifh were now to pay the fevere;
X1, g s
thouglr Jate penalty, of their turbulence under Richard

1450-  II. and of their levity in violating, without any netef- y
fity: or juft reafon, the: lineal {ucceflion, of their mo-
narchs,

€laim of ALz the males of the houfe of Mortimer were extinét ;

the duke of 2 7
York to the but Anne, the fifter of ‘the laft earl of Marche, having

- i efpoufed the earl of Cambridge, beheadéd in the reign of
Henry V. had tran{mitted her latent, but not yet forgot-
ten claim to her fon; Richard, duke of York. This
prince, thus defcended by his mother from Phwilippa, only
daughter of the duke of Clarence, fecond fon of Edward
III. ftood plainly in the order of fuceeflion before the
king, who derived, his defcent from the duke of Lancafter,
third fon of that monarch ; and that claim could not, in
many refpets, have fallen into more dangerous hands
than thofe of the.duke of York. Richard was a man of
valour and abilities, of a prudent conduét and mild dif-
pofitions : He had enjoyéd -an oppertunity of difplaying
thefe virtues in his government of France: And though
recalled from that command, by the intrigues and fuperior
intereft of the duke of Somerfet;-he had been fent to fup-
prefs a rebellion in Ireland ; had fucceeded much better
in that enterprize than his rival in. the defence of Nor-
mandy; and had even been able to attach to his'perfon and
family the whole Irith nation, whom he wis fent to fub-
due P, Intheright of his father, he bore the rank of firft
prince of the blood ; and by this ftation, he gave a luftre
to his title derived from the family of Mortimer, which,
though of great nobility, was equalled by other families in
the kingdom,.and had been eclipfed by the royal defcent
of the houfe of Lancafter. He poflefled an immende for-
tune from the union of fo many fucceffions, thofe of
Cambridge and York on the one hand,, with thofe of More

P Stowe, p. 387,
tiner
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timer on the other: Which laft inheritance had before€ H A P.
been  augmiented by an union of the eftates of Clarence o —. v
and Ulfter, with the patrimonial pofleffions of the family  45°
of Marche. "The alliances too of Richard, by his marrying

the daughter of Ralph Nevil, earl of Weftmoreland, had

widely extended his intereft among the nobility, and had

procured him many connexions in that formidable order,

THE family of Nevil was perhaps at this time the moft
potent, both from their apulent pofleflions and from the
charactérs of the men, that has ever appeared in Englarid.

For befides the earl of "Weftmoreland, and the lords La-
timer, Fauconberg, and Abergavenny ; the earls of Salif-
bury and Warwic were of thatfamily, and were of them-
{clves, on ‘many accounts, thé.greateft noblemen in the
kingdom. The carl of Salifbury, brother-in-law to the
duke of York, was the eldeft fon by a fecond marriage of
the earl of Weftmoreland,; and inherited by his wifey
daughter and heir of Montacute, earl of Salifbury, killed
‘before Orleans, “the poflefliohs and title of that great fa-
mily. His eldeft fon, Richard, had. married ‘Arine, the
daughter and heir of Beauchamp, earl.of Warwic, ‘who
died govetner of Erance ; and by this alliance he enjoyed
the pofleflion's, and had acquired the title, of that-other
family, one of the moft opulent, moft antient, and moft
illuftrious in .England. “The perfonal qualities”alfo of The earl of
thefe two earls, efpecially of Warwic,” enhanced the Warwic
fplendour of their nobility, and encreafed their influence
over the people. This latter nobleman, commonly known,
from' the fubfequent events, by the appellation. of the
King-maker, had diftinguifhed himiiclf, by his gallantry
in the field, by the hofpitality of his table,*by the mag-
nificence, angd ftiil more by the generofity of his expence,
and by the fpirited and beld manner which attended him
in all his altions. - The undefigning franknefs and open-
refs, of his charaCter rendered his coriqueft over men’s
' o T affedtions
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P.affettions the more certain and infallible : His prefents

;_V__Jwerc regarded as {ure teftimonies of efteem and friendthip

1459,

and his profeffions as the overflowings of his genuine fen-
timents. No lefs than 30,000 perfons are faid to have
daily lived at his board in the different manors and caftles
which he poflefled in England : The military men, al-
lared by his munificence and hofpitality; as-well as by his
bravery, were zealoufly attached to his interefts : The
people in general bore him an unlimited affe@ion: His
numerous retajiners were more devoted to his will, than to
the prince or to the laws: And he was the greateft, as
well as the laft, of thole mighty barons, wha formerly
overawed the crown, and rendered the people incapable of
any regular {yftem of civil government.

Bur the duke of York, befides the family of ‘Nevil,
had many ether partizans among the great nobxhty
Courtney, earl of Devonthire, defcended from a very
noble family of that name in France; was attached to his
interefts : Moubray, duke of Norfolk, had, from his here-
ditary hatred to the family of Lancafler, embraced the
fame. party: And the difcontents, which univ erfally
prevailed among the people, rendered every combi ination
of the great the more dangerous to the eftablifhed go-
vernment.

TroucH the people were never willing to grant the
{upplies neceffary for keeping poflieffion of the conquered
provinces in France, they repined extremely at the lofs of
thefe boafted acquifitions ; and fancied, becaufea fudden ir-
Tuption could make conquefts, that, without fieady couns
fels and 2 uniform expence; it was poffible to maintain
them, The yoluntary ceflion of Maine to the queen’s
uncle, had made them iu p ect treach lery in the lofs of Nor-
mandy and Guienne, he/ {till confidered Margaret as
2 French woman and a latent enemy of the ki;gdom-
And when they faw her father and all her felations aGive

n
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in promoting the fuccefs of the French, they could notC H A P, ¢
be perfuaded, that fhe, who was all powerful in the Enm-;_fi{,__.;
lith council, would very zealoufly oppofe them in their 45
enterprizes. '

But the moft fatal blow,.given to the popularity of
the crown and to the interefts of the houfe of Lancafter,
was by the affaflination of the virtuous duke of Glocefter,
whofe chara&ter, had he been alive, would have intimi-
dated. the partizans of York, but whofe memory, being
extremely cherifhed by the people, ferved to throw an
odium en all his murderers. = By this crime, the reigning
family fuffered a double prejudice :' It was deprived of its
firmeft fupport ; -and it was loaded with all the infamy of
that imprudent and barbarous aflaflination,

As the duke of Suffolk was known to have had an
a&ive hand in the crime, he partook deeply of the hatred
attending it; and the clamours, which neceflarily rofe
againft him, as prime minifter and declared favourite of
the queen, were thereby augmented to a ten-fold pitch,
and became abfolutely uncontrolable. The great nobility
could ill brook tofee a fubject exalted above them ; much
more one who was only great grandfon to a meichant,
and who was.of a birth fo much inferior to theirs. The
people complained of his arbitrary meafures ; which were,
in fome degree, a neceflary confequence of theirregular
power then poflefled by the prince, but which the leaft
difaffection eafily m'wmhcd into tyranny. ‘The great ac-
quifitions, which he daily made, were the object of envy ;
and as they were gained at the expence of the crown,
which was 1thlf reduced to poverty, they appeared on
that account, to all indifferent perfons, the more excep-
tionable and invidious.

T'HE revenues of the crown, which had long been dif-
proportioned to its power and dignity, had been extremely
dilapidated during the minority of Henry 9; both by the

q Cotton, p. 603,

N 4 rapacity i
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C ;Ix‘} P-rapacity of the couttiers, which the king’s uncles could
‘N0t controul, and by the neceflary expences of the French
1450 war, which had always been very ill fupplied by the grants
of parliament. The royal demeflnes were diffipated ; and
at the fame time the king was loaded with a debt of
372,000 pounds, a fum fo great, that the parliament
could never think of difcharging it. ‘This unhappy fitu-
ation forced the minifters upon many arbitrary meafures :
The houfehold itfelf «could not be fupported without
ftretching to the utmoft the right of ‘purveyance, and
rendering it a kind of univerfal robbery upon the people :
The public elamour rofe high upon this occafion, and no
one had the equity to make allowance for the neceffity of
the king’s fituation. . Suffolk, once bécome odious, bore
the blame of the whole ; and every grievance; in ewery
part of the adminiftration, was univerfally imputed to his

tyranny and injuftice.

Tmpeach- THIs nobleman, fenfible of the publie hatred under
ment of the which he laboured, and forefeeing an attack from the
duke of Suf- 3 5

folk. commons, endeavoured to overawe his enemies, by boldly

prefenting himfelf to the charge, and by infifting upon
his own innocence, and even upon his merits and thofe
of his family in the public fervice. He rofe in the houfe
of peers ; took notice of the clamours propagated againft
him ; and complained,” that, after ferving the crownin
thirty-four campaigns; after living abroad feventeen years
without-once returning to-his native country ; after lofing
a father and three brothersin the wars with France; after
being himfelf a prifoner, and purchafing his liberty by a
geeat ranfom ; it fthould yet bé fufpected, that. he had
been debauched from his allegiance by that enemy whom
he had ever oppofed with fuch zeal and fortitude, and
that he had betrayed his prince, who had rewarded his fer-
vices by the higheft honours and greateft offices, that it
was in bis power to confer *. This fpeech did not an-

¥ Cottop, p. 641,

fwer
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fwer the purpofe intended. The commions, rather pro- € H f P,
voked at his challenge, opened their charge againft him,g__:f'__a
and fent up to the peers an accufation of high treafon, = 71450.
divided into feveral articles; They infifted, that he had
perfuaded the French king to invade England with an
armed force, in order to depofe the king, and to place on
* the throne his own fon, John de la Pale, whom he in-
tended to marry to Margaret, the only daughter of the
late John, duke of Somerfet, and to whom,. he imagined,
he would by that means.acquiré a title to the crown :
That he had contributed. to-the releafe of the duke of Or-
leans, in hopes, that that prince would affift king Charles
in expelling the"Englith from France, and recovering
full poffeflion of his kingdom : That he had afterwards
encouraged that monarch to make open war on Normandy
and Guierine, and had promoted his conquefts by betray-
ing the fecrets of England, and obftruéting the fuccours
intended to be fent to thofe ptrovinces: And that he
had, ‘without any powers or commiffion, promifed by
treaty to.cede the province of Maineto Charles of Anjou,
and had accordingly ceded it; which proved in the iffue
the chief caufe of the lofs of Normandy s.

It is evident, from a review of thefe articles, that the
commons adopted without enquiry all the popular cla-
mours againft the duke of Suffolk, and charged him with
crimes, of which none but the vulgar could ferioufly be-
lieve him guilty. * Nothing can be more incredible, than
that a nobleman, fo little eminent by his birth and cha-
racter, could think of acquiring the crown to his family,
and of'depofing Henry by foreign force, and, together
with him, Margaret, his patrony a princefs of fo much
fpirit and penetration:  Suffolk appealed to many noble-~
men in the houfe, who knew, that he had intended to

* Cotton, p. 642. Hall, fol, 157, ‘Holingthed, p. 631,  Grafton,
p. 607.
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* marry his fon.to one of the co-heirs of the earl of War=

‘e~ wic; and was ‘difappointed in his views, only by the

1450,

death of that lady : And he obferved, that Margaret of
Somerfet could bring to her hufband no title to. the
crown ; becaufe fhe herfelf. was not formuch as compre=
hended ‘in the. entail, fettled by a& of parliament,.. It is
ealy to account for the lofs of Normandy and Guienae,
from the fituation of affairs in the two kingdoms, without
fuppofing any treachery in the Englith minifters ; and it
may fafely be affirmed, that greater vigour was requifite
to defend thefe provinces from the arms of Charles VII.
than to conquer them .at firft from his predeceflor, It
could never be the intereft of any Englifh minifter to be-
tray and abandon fuch acquifitions; much lefs of one,
who was fo well eftablifhed in his mafter’s favour, who
enjoyed fuch high honours and ample poffeflions in his
own country, who had nothing to dread but the effeéts
of popular hatred, and who could never think, without
the moft extreme reluance, of becoming a fugitive and
exile in a foreign land, The only article, which. carries
any face of probability, is his engagement for the delivery
of Maine to the queen’s uncle: But Suffolk maintained,
with great .appearance of truth, that this meafure was
approved of by feveral at the council tablet; and it
feems hard to afcribe to it; as is doné by the commons,
the fubfequent lofs of Normandy and expulfion of the
Englith, Normandy lay open on every fide to.the ins
vafion of the French: Maine, an inland province, muft
foon after have fallen without any attack : And as the
Englith poflefled in other parts more fortrefles than they
could garrifon or provide for, it feemed no bad policy to
contract their force, and to render the defence practicable,
by reducing it withir a narrower compafs,

t Cotton, p, 643,

THE
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THe commons were probably fenfible, that this charge CH A P.
of treafon againft Suffolk would not bear a ftric fcrutiny ; \_ﬁ}ir_J
and they, therefore, foon after, fent up, againft him, a 3450
new charge of mifdemeanors; which they alfo divided into
feveralarticles. They affirmed, among other imputations,
that he had procured exorbitant grants from the crown,
had embezzled the public money, had conferred offices
on improper perfons, had perverted juftice by maintaining
iniquitous caufes, and had procured pardons for notorious
offenders », "The articles are moftly general ; but are not
improbable : And as Suffolk feems to have bcen a bad
man and a bad minifter, it will not be rath in us to think,
that he was gul]ty, and that many of thefe articles could
have been proved againft him, The court was alarmed
at the profecution of a favourite minifter, who lay under
fuch a load of popular prejudices; and an expedient was
fallen upon to fave him from prefent ruin. The king fam-
moned all the lords, fpiritual and temporal,. to his apart-
ment : The prifoner was produced before them, and
afked what he could fay in his own defence: He denied
the charge ; but fubmitted to the king’s mercy : Henry
exprefled himfelf not fatisfied with regard to the firft im-
peachment for treafon ; but in confideration of the fecond
for mifdemeanors, he declared, that, by virtue of Suf-
folk’s own fubmiffion, not by any judicial authority, he
banifhed him the kingdom during five years, - The lords His banifh-
remained filent ; but as foon as they returned to their own ™2t
houfe, they entered a proteft, that this fentence fhould
nowife infringe their privileges, and that, if Suffolk had
infifted upon his right, and had not voluntarily fubmitted
to the king’s conmimands, he was intitled to a trial by his
peers in par]mment
" It was eafy to fee, that thefe irregular proceedings
were meant to favour Suffolk, and that, as he ftill pof-

u Cotton, p. 6413.
S feffed
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fefled the queen’s confidence, he would, on the firft fa-

\— . vourable opportunity, be reftored to his country, and be

1450,

and death,

Popularin-
furre@ions,

re-inftated in his former power and credit. A captain of
a veffel was therefore employed by his enemies to inter-
cept him in his paffage to France: He was feized near
Dover ; his head ftruck off on the fide of a long boat ;
and his body thrown into the fea¥. No enquiry was
made after the actors and accomplices in this atrocious
deed of violence.

THE duke of Somerfet fucceeded to Suffolk’s power. in
the miniftry, and credit with the queen; and as he was
the perfon, under whofe government the French pro-
vinces had been loft, the public, who always judge by
the event, foon made him equally the object of their
animofity and hatred. The duke of York was abfent in
Ireland during all thefe tranfactions; and however it
might be fufpected, that his partizans had excited and
fupported the profecution againft Suffolk, ro immediate
ground of complaint could, on that account, lie againft
him, But there happened foon after an incident, which
roufed the jealoufy of the court, and difcovered to them
the extreme danger, to which they were expefed, from
the pretenfions of that popular prince.

THE humours of the people, fet afloat by the parlia-
mentary impeachment, and by the fall of fo great a fa-
vourite as Suffolk, broke out in various commotions,
which were foon fupprefled ; but there arofe one in Kent,
which was attended with more dangerous confequences,
A man of low condition, one John Cade, a native of
Ireland, who had been obliged to fly into France for
crimes, obferved, on his return to England, the difcon-
tents of the people; and he laid on them the foundation
of projects, which were at firft crowned with furprifing

¥ Hall, fol. 158, Hift. Croyland, contin. p. 525. Stowe, p. 388,
Grafton, p. 610,
fuccefs,
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fuccefs. Hetook the name of John Mortimer ; intending, C H A P.
as is fuppofed, to pafs himfelf for a fon of that Sir John W
Mortimer, who had been fentenced to death by par- 1450.
liament, and executed, in the beginning of this reign, with-

out any trial or evidence, merely upon an indi@ment of

high treafon, given in againft him *. On the firft men-

tion of that popular name, the common people of Kent,

to the number. of 20,000, flocked to Cade’s ftandard ;

and he excited their zeal by publithing complaints againft

the numerous abufes in government, and demanding a
redrefs of grievances. The court, not yet fully fenfible

of the danger, fent a fmall force againft the rioters,
under the command of Sir Humphry Stafford, who was
defeated and flain in an a&tion near Sevenoke; and
Cade, advancing with his followers towards London, en~
camped on Black-heath. Though elated by his viGory,

he fill maintained the appearance of moderation ; and
fending to the ‘court a plaufible lift of grievances z, he
promifed, that, when thefe thould be redrefled, and when

lord Say, the treafurer, and Cromer, fheriff of Kent,
thould be punifhed for their malverfations, he would im-
mediately lay down his arms, The council, who ob-
ferved that nobody was willing to fight againft men fo rea-
fonable in their pretenfions, carried the king, for prefent
fafety, to Kenilworth ; and the city immediately opened

its gates to Cade, who maintained, during fome time,

great order and difcipline among his followers. He al-

* Stowe, p. 364. Cotton, p. §64. This author admires, that fuch a
piece of injuftice fhould have been committed in peaceable times: He might
have added, and by fuch virtuous princes as Bedford and Glocefter, But it
is to be prefumed, that Mortimer was guilty ; though his condemnation was
highly irregular and illegal, The people had at this time a very feeble fenfe
of law and a conftitution ; and power was very imperfeily reftrained by thefe
Mmits. When the proceedings of a parliament were fo irregular, it is eafy
to imagine, that thofe of a king would be more fo.

¥ Hall, fol. 259. Hollingfhed, p, 634. Z Stowe, p. 388, 33g.
Hollingfhed, p. 633.

WZYS
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CH Al P. ways led them into the fields during the night-time ; and
« — publifhed fevere edicts againft plunder and violence of

1450.

every kind : But being obliged, in order to gtatify their
malevolence againft Say and Cromer, to put thefe men
to death without a legal trial#; he found, that, after
the commiflion of this crime, he was no longer mafter
of their riotous difpofition,; and that all his orders were
negle&ted ®. They broke into a rich houfe, which: they
plundered ; and the citizens, alarmed at this_a& of vio-
lence, fhut their gates againft them, and being feconded
by a detachment of foldiers, fent them by lord Scales,
governor of the Tower, they repulfed the rebels with
great flaughter ¢, ‘The Kentifhmen were fo, difcouraged
by the blow, that; upon receiving a general pardon from
the primate, then chancellor, they retreated towatds
Rochefter; and there difperfed. The pardon was foon
after annulled, as extorted by violence: A price was fet
on Cade’s head ¢, who was killed by one Iden, a gentle-
man of Suflex ; and many of his followers were capitally
puniflied for their rebellion.

It was imagined by, the court, that the duke of York
had fecretly inftigated Cade to this attempt, in_order to
try, by that experiment; the difpofitions of the people
towards his title and family ¢ : And as the event had, fo
far, fucceeded to. his with, the ruling party had greater
reafon, than ever to apprehend the future confequences of
his pretenfions. At the fame time, they heard that he
intended to return from Ireland ; and fearing that he
meant to bring an armed force along with him, they
iflued orders, in the king’s name, for oppofing, him, and
for debarring him entrance into England .  But the duke

refuted his enemies by coming attended with nosmere than
- ’
¢
2 Grafton, p, 612. b Hall, fol. 160. ¢ Hift, Croyland,
contin, p. 526. 4 Rymer, vol, ix. p. 274, e Cotten, p. 661,
Stowe, p. 391, £ Stowe, p. 394+
his
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his ordinary retinue: The precautions of the minifters C QX/I* P,
ferved only te fhew. him “their jea]oufy and malignity\ﬁ,_'_;
againft him : He was fenfible, that his title, by being 3450
dangerous to the king, was alfo become dangerous to
himfelf: He now faw the impoflibility of remaining in

his prefent fituation, and the neceflity of proceeding for=

- ward ‘in {upport of his claim. His partizans, therefore,

were inftructed to maintain, in all companies, his right

by fucceflion, and by the eftablithed laws and conftitu-

tion of the kingdom : Thefe queftions became every day,

more and more, the fubject of converfation : The minds

of men were infenfibly fharpened againft each other by
difputes, before they came to more dangerous extremities :

And various topics were pleaded in fupport of the preten=-

fions of each party.

THE partizans of the houfe of Lancafter maintained, Z;hfaffc’:;ff‘_
that, though the ‘elevation of Henry IV, might at firft ang york,
be deemed fomewhat irregular, and could not be juftified
by any of thofe principles on which that prince chofe
to reft his title, it was yet founded on general confent,
was a national a&, and was derived from the voluntary
approbation of a free people, who, being loofened from
their allegiance by the tyranny of the preceding governa
ment, were moved, by gratitude, as well as by a fenfe
of public intereft, to entruft the {ceptre into the hands
of 'their deliverer : That, even if that eftablithment were
allowed to be at firft invalid, it had acquired folidity by
time ; the only principle which ultimately gives autho-
rity to government, and removes thofe fcruples, which
the irregular fleps, attending almoft all revolutions, na-
turally excite in the minds of the people :  That the
right of fucceflion was a rule admitted only for general
good, and for the maintenance of public order; and
could never be pleaded to the overthrow of national tran-
quillity; and the fubverfion of regular eftablifhments :

8 That
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c f}lo?l P. That the principles of liberty, no lefs'than the maxims of
e internal peace, were injured by thefe pretenfions of the

1450,

houfe of York; and if fo many re-iterated acts of the
legiflature, by which  the crown was entailed on the
prefent family, .were now invalidated, the Englith muft
be confidered, not as a free people, whe, could dif-
pofc of their owu government, but as a troop of flaves,
who were implicitly tranfmitted by fucceffion from one
imafter to another : ‘That the nation was bound to'allegi~
ance under the houfe of Lancafter by moral; ho lefs than
by political duty ; and were they to infringe thofe nume-
rous oaths of fealty, which they had {worn to Henry
and his predeceflors, they would thenceforth be thrown
loofe from all principles, and it would be found difficult
ever after to fix and reftrain them': That the duke of
York himfelf had frequently done homage to the king as
his lawful fovereign, and had thereby, in the moft folemn
manner, made an indire& renunciation of thofe claims,
with which he now dares to difturb’ the tranquillity of
the public : That, even though the violation of the rights
of blood, made on the depofition” of Richard, was per-
haps rath and imprudent, it was too late to temedy
the mifchief ; the danger of a difputed fucceffion could
no longer be obviated ; the people, accuftomed to a go=-
vernment, which, in the hands of the late king, had
been fo glorious, and in that of his predeceflor, fo pru-
dent and falutary, would ftill afcribe a right to it by
caufing multiplied diforders, and by fhedding an inun-

dation of blood, the advantage would only be obtainéd,’
of exchanging one pretender” for another ; and the houfe.

of York itfelf, if eftablithed on the throne, would, on
the firft opportunity, be expofed to thofe revolutions,
which the giddy fpirit, excited in the people, gave fo
much reafon to apprehend : And that, though the prefent
king enjoyed not the fhining talents, which had appeared

in

|
*;
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in his father and grandfather; he mig

193

ht ftill have a fon,C H.A P.

XTI

who fhould be endowed with them; he is himfelf, )

eminent for the moft harinlefs and inoffenfive manners ;
and if afive princes were dethroned on pretence of ty-
ranny, and indolent ones on the plea of incapacity; there
would thenceforth remain in the conftitution no eftablifh-
ed rule of obedience to any fovereign.

TuEse ftrong topics, in favour of the hotife of Lan-
cafter, were oppofed by arguments no lefs convincing
bn the fide of the houfe of York. Tle partizans of this

latter family aflerted, that the maintenance of otder in
the fucceflion of princes; far from doing injury to the
people, or invalidating their fundamental title to good
government; was eftablifed only for the purpofes of
governmient, dnd ferved to prevent thofe numberlefs con-
fufions; which muft enfue; if no rule were followed but
the uncertain and difputed views of prefent convenience
and advantage : That the fame maxims, which enfured
public peace, were alfo falutary to natignal liberty §
the privileges of the people could only be maintained by
the obfervance of laws; and if no account were made of
the rights of the fovereign; it could lefs be expecled;
that any regard would be pdid to the property and free-
dom of the fubje& : That it was never too late to cor-
fe& any pernicicus precedent; an unjuft eftablifhment;
the longer it ftood, acquired the greater fancltion and va-
lidity; it could, with more appearance of reafon; be
pleaded as an authority for a like injuftice; and the
maintendnce of it, inftead of favouring public tranquil-
]ity, tended to disjoint every principle; by which human
fociety was fupported : That ufutpers would be happy,
if their prefent poffeflion of power, or their continuance
for a few yeats, could convert them into legal princes s
but nothing would be more miferable than the people;
if all reftraints on violerice and ambition were thus

Your. III. Q FUmPees:

1450,
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A Premoved, and a full fcope given to the attempts of every'
v ~—turbulent innovator : That time indeed might beflow

folidity on a government, whofe firft foundations were

the moft infirm ; but it required both a long courfe of
time to produce this effe@, and the total extin&ion of
thofe claimants, whofe title was built on the original
principles of the conflitution: That the dépofition of
Richard II. and the advancement of Henry IV. werd
not deliberate national als; but the refult of the levity
and violence of the people, and proceeded from thofe very
defeéts in human nature, which the effablifhment of poli-
tical focicty, and of an order in fucceffion, was calculated
to prevent: That the fubfequent entails of the crown weré
a continuance of the fame violence and ufurpation ; they
were not ratified by the legiflature, fince the confent of
the rightful king was ftill wanting ; and the acquiefcence,
firft of the family of Mortimer, then of the family of
York, proceeded from prefent neceflity, and implied no
renunciation of their pretenfions: That the refforation
of the true order of fucceflion could not be confidered
as a change, which familiarized the people to revolu-
tions ; but as the corre&ion of a former abufe, which
had itfelf encouraged the giddy fpirit of innovation, re-
bellion, and difobedience: And that, as the original
title of Lancafter ftood only, in the perfon of Henry IV.
on prefent convenience, even this principle, unjuftifiable
as it was, when not fupported by laws, and warranted
by the conftitution, had now entirely gorte over to the
other fide; nor was there any comparifon between 2
prince utterly unable to fway the {cepter,-and blindly
governed by corrupt minifters, or by an imperious queen,
engaged in foreign and hoftile interefts ; and a prince of
mature years, of approved wifdom and experience, 2
native of England, the lineal heir of the crown, who,
by his refloration, would replace cvery thing on ancient
foundations,

Se
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onbothC H A P.

XXI.

So many plaufible arguments could be urged
fides of this interefting queftion, that the

extremely divided in their fentiments;
noblemen of greateft power ‘and influence

'é:f'p; iftd the party of York, the oppofite
advantage of being {upported by the pref
by the immediate poffeffion of royal authority. 11\

] kg Lok blemei ‘he Lancaliria ke
were alfo many great noblemen in the Lanc¢aftrian party,

cnt ia

who balanced the powc’r of their antagenifts, and ke zt

the nation in fufpence between them. The earl

Northumberland ddhered to the prefent government :

The earl of Weftmoreland, in fpite of his connexions

with the ditke of York, and with the Imni?y of Nevil,

of which he was the head, was brought over to the fame
g

like part of the kingdom, was, by means of thefe two

party ; and the whole north of Eny ol: .ud, thé moft war-

potent noblemen, warmly engaged in the interefts of Lan-
gafter; Edmund Beaufort, duke of Somerfbt, and his

brother Henry, were great ﬂzr‘.ports that caufé ; as
were al{o Henry Holland, duke of Exeter, Stafford; duke
of Buckingham, the earl of Shrevw{bu the lords Clif-

ford, Dudley, Scales; Audley and otlu,r noblemen,
3 2 b
WHILE the kingdori was in this fituation, it mig
paturally be ekpeted, that fo me turbulent barons,
Y > ARy ’

poflefled of fo much independant autl :,nty, would imme-
diately have flown to arms, and have decided the quar=
rél, after their ufual mahner, by war and battle, under
the ftandards of the contendihg princes. But there ftil}
were many caufes which reta xd d thefe defperate extre-
intrigue, and

mities, and made a long train of faction,
tibal, precedé the military operations. By the gradual
progrefs of aits in England, as well as in other parts of
Europe, the people were now become of fome imporg-
ance; laws were beginning to be refpected by them j
and it was requifite, by various pretences; previouly to
Q2 reconcile
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€ H A P.reconcile their minds to the overthrow of fuch an ancient

XXI

‘s eftablithment as that of the houfe of Lancafler, ere their

1450.

1451,

6th Nov.

concurrence could reafonably be expected. The duke of
York himfelf, the new claimant, was of a moderate and
cautjous charater, an enemy to violence, and difpofed
to truft rather to time and policy, than to fanguinary,
meafures, for the fuccefs of his pretenfions. The very
imbecillity itfelf of Henry tended to keep the fadions in
{ufpence, and make them ftand long in awe of each
other: It rendered the Lancaftrian party unable to ftrike
any violent blow againft their enemies; it encouraged the
Yorkifts to hope, that, after banifhing the king’s mini=
fters, and getting pofleffion of his perfon, they might
gradually undermine his a authority, and be able, without
the perilous expﬂrxmcnt of a civil war, to change the
fucceflion, by parliamentary and legal authority,

Tur difpofitions, which appeared in a parliament;
aflembled foon after the arrival of the duke of York from
Ireland, favoured thefe expe@ations of his partizans,
and both difcovered an unufual boldnefs in the commons,
and were a proof of the gencral (Jﬁontents which pre=
vailed againft the “memf’*v ation. The lower houfe,
without any previous enquiry or examinarion, without
;xll(ging any other ground of complaint than common

fame, ventured to prefent a petition againft the duke of

rQ

Somerfet, the dutchefs of Suffolk, the bithop of Chefter,
Sir John Sutton lord Dudley, and feveral others of infe-
rior rank ; and they prayed the king to remove them
for ever from his pcrfon and '.ouncxl,, and to prohibit

them. from approaching within twelve miles of the

court . This was a vxo’cnt attack, fomewhat arbi=
trary, and fupportcd but by few precedents, againfk
the miniftry ; yet the king durft not openly oppofe

g

Parliamentary Hiftory, vol, ii, pe263,

e T
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He replied, that; except the lords, he W')u‘-\l banith ¢ H 4 P-
all the others from court during a year, unlefs he thould g___\,_[___,
have occafion for their fervice in fuppreffing any rebellion,  1451.
At the fame time, he rejedled a bill, which had pafled
both houfes, for attainting the late duke of Suffolk, and
which, in feveral of its claufes, difcovered a very general

prejudice againft the meafures of the court,

THE duke of:York, trufting to thefe {ymptoms, raifed
> & ymg b

1452.
an army. of 10,000 men, with which he marched to-:;“’aﬁp‘“ﬁt
rmamen

wards London ; demanding a reformation of the govern-cf tre duke
y of \ mk.

ment, and the removal of the duke of Somerfet from all
power and authority .  He unexpectedly found the gates
of the city fhut againft him ; and on his retreating into
I\f'nr he was followed by the king at the head of a fupe-
my ; in which feveral of Richard’s friends, particu-
ly Salifbury and Warwic, appeared ; probably with a
view of mediating between the parties, and of feconding,
on occafion, the duke of York’s pretenfions. A parley
enfued ; Richard ftill infifted upon the removal of So-
merfet, and his fubmitting to a trial in parliament: The
court pretended to comply with his demand ; and that
nobleman was put in arreft: The duke of York was
then perfuaded to pay his refpets to the king in his tent ;
and on repeating his charge againft the duke of Somerfet,
he was furprifed to fee that minifter ftep from behind
the curtain, and offer to maintain his innocence, Richard
now found, that he had been betrayed ; that he was in
the hands of his enemies; and that it was become necef-
fary, for his own fafety, to lower his prr tenfions.  No
violénce, however, was attempted againft him : The na-
tion was not in a difpofition to bear the deftruction of fo
popular a prince: He had many friends in Henry’s camp:

And his fon, who was not in the power of the court,
2

h Stowe, pe 394

p ‘r }
Q 3 might
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H ( P. might flill be able to revenge his death on all his enemies:
W, ,__J h» was therefore difmifled ;
W

and he retired to his feat of
amore on the borders of Wales i, ;

\v HILE the d York lived in this retreat,
happened an incident, which, by encreafing the public dif=
ble to his
Gafcon lorue, affe&tionate to the Englith government, and

uke

of n there

contents, pruvcd favoura Several

pretenfions,

c

difgufted at the new dominion of the French, came to
London, and offered to return to their allegiance under
Henry . The earl of Shrewfbury, with a body of 800g

men, was {ent over to fupport them.

1457

! Bourdeaux opened
m\.

its gates to him: He made himfelf mafter of Ironfac,
Affairs began to
wear a tavourable afpe& : But as Charles haftened to re-
the fortunes of the Englifly
Shrewfbury, a venerable warrior,

Q/p\[lll on, and fome other places:

fift this dangerous inyafion,

were f{oon reverfed :

above fo

urfcore years of age, fell in battle ; his conqueflts

> 3

were loft; Bourdeaux was again obliged to fubmit to the

Frc,\cfa king!; and all hopm of recovering the provincg
ithed

‘.\A .

of Gafc cony were for ever exting

1
h

1 the Enlith might deem themfelves!

ﬁ;m

THOUGH happy ta

be fairly rid of diftant domvnon“, which were of

to them,

no ufe

and which they never could defend againit the

,..

growing p-wer of France, they cxp.dicd reat ‘difcon=

hrev

tent on the occafion; and they threv

the miniftry, who bad not been able to effe& impofiibi=
lities.

all the blame on

While they were in this difpofition, the' queen’s
delivery of a {on, who received tl
deemed no joyful incident ; and as it removed all hopes
of the peaceable fucceflion of the dukeé of Yo k, who was
otherwife, in the right of his father, and by the laws
enalted fince the acceflion of the houfe of Lancafter, next
heir to the crown, it had rather a tendency to inflame thg

e fiame of Edward, was

i Grafton,

p. 62
3 Polyd, Virg

O,
501,

X Hollingfhed, p. 6404
Grafton, p, 0.3.
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quarrel between the parties, But the duke was incapable

of violent counfels; and even when no vifible obftacle

lay between him and the throne, he was prevented by his
own fcruples from mounting it. Henry, always unfit to
exercife the government, fell at this time into a diftemper,
which fo far encreafed his natural imbecillity, that it ren-
dered him incapable of maintaining even the appearance of
royalty. ‘The queen and the council, deftitute of this fup~
port, found themfelves unable to refift the York party 3
and they were obliged to yicld to the torrent. They fent
Somerfet to the Tower; and appointed Richard lieute-

nant of the kingdom, with powers to open and hold a

feflion of parliament™, Th: mbly alfo, taking into

confideration the ftate of the |

dom, created him pro-
teCtor during pleafure, Men, w hn thus entrufted fove-
reign authority to one that had fuch evident and firong
pretenfions to the crown, were not furely averfe to his
taking immediate and full pofleflion of it: Yet the duke,
inftead of puthing them to make farther conceffions, ap-
peared fomewhat timid and irrefolute even in receiving
the power which was tendered to him. He defired, that
it might be recorded in parliament, that this authority
was conferred on him from their own free motion, with-
out any application on his part: He exprefled his hopes,
that they would aflift him in the exercife of it : He made
it 2 condition of his acceptance, that the other lords,
who were appointed to be of his council, fhould alfo ac-
cept of the truft, and fhould exercife it: And he re-
quired, that all the powers of his office fhould be fpecified
and defined by a& of parliament. This moderation of
Richard was certainly very unufual and very amiable 3
yet was it attended with bad confequences in the prefent
juncture, and by giving time to the animofities of faction

m Rymer, vol. ¥i. ps 344¢
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C ’;{j{ P.tq rife and ferment, it proved the fource of all thofe fu-
L..._\[:-_.J rious wars and comniotions which enfued.
1454 THE enemies of the duke of Yark foon found it in
their power to make advantage of his exceflive caution,.
Henry being fo far recovered from his diftemper, as to
carry the appearance of exercifing the royal power; they
moved him to refume his authority, to annul the prote&or-
¥4355:  1hip of the duke, to releafe Somerfet from the Tower o, and

Firft battle
of St, Al-
bant.

224 May,

to commit the adminiftration into the hands of that noble-
man. Richard, fenfible of the dangers which might
attend his former acceptance of the parliamentary com-
miflion, fhould he fubmit to the annulling of it, levied
an army ; but ftill without advancing any pretenfions to
the crawn. He complained only of the king’s minifters,
and demanded a reformation of the government, A
battle was fought at St. Albans, in which the Yorkifts
were f{uperior, and without fuffering any material lofs,
flew about 5000 of their enemies ; among whom were
the duke of Somerfet, the earl of Northumberland,
the carl of Stafford, eldeft fon of the duke of Bucking-

ham, lord Clifford, and many other perfons of diftinc-
tion ®. The king himfelf fell into the hands of the duke
- >

of York, who treated him with great refpect and tender-

o

ne

He was only obliged (which he regarded as no hard-
fhip) to commit the wholc authority of the crown inta
the hands of his rival,

Tris was the firft blood fpilt in that fatal quarrel,
which was not finithed in lefs than a courfe of thirty
years, which was fignalized by twelve pitched battles,
which opened a fcene of extraordinary fiercenefs and
cruelty, is computed to have coft the lives of eighty
princes of the blood, and almoft entirely annihilated the
ancient nobility of England. The ftrong attachments,

® Rymer, vol. xi. p. 361, Hollingfhed, p. 642, Grafton, p. 626,
© Stowe, p. 309. Hollingfhed, p. 6434
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which, at that time, men of the fame kindred bore to eachC H 4 #.

: SR % s XXI.
other, and the vindictive {pirit, which was confidered as ey
a point of honour, rendered the great families implacable 145s.
in their refentments, and every moment widened the

breach between the. parties. Yet affairs did not imnie-

diately proceed to the laft extremities : The nation was
kept fome time in fulpenfe: The vigour and fpirit of
queen Margaret, fupporting her fmall power, ftill proved
a balance to the great authority of Richard, which was
checked by his irrefolute temper. A parliament, which otb July.
was foon after affembled, plainly difcovered, by the con-
trariety of their proceedings, the contrariety of the mo-
tives by which they were actuated. ‘They granted the
Yorkifts a general indemnity ; and they reftored the pro-
tectorfhip to the duke, who, in accepting it, ftill perfe-
vered in all his former precautions : But at the fame time
they renewed their oaths of fealty to Henry, and fixed the
continuance of the protetorfhip to the majority of his
fon, Edward, who was vefted with the ufual dignities of
prince of Wales, duke of Cornwal, and earl of Chefter.
The only decifive act, paffed in this parliament, was a
full refumption of all the grants which had been made
fince the death of Henry V. and which had reduced the
crown to great poverty.

It was not found difficult to wreft power from hands 1436
fo little tenacious as thofe of the duke of York. Mar-
garet, availing herfelf of that prince’s abfence, produced
her hufband before the houfe of lords ; and as his ftate of
health permitted him at that time to a&t his part with
fome tolerable decency, he declared his intentions ofgre-
fuming the government, and of putting an end to Rich-~
ard’s authority. This meafure, being unexpected, was
not oppofed by the contrary party : The houfe of lords,
who were many of them difgufted with the late a& of re-

4 fumptien,
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€ *}’(}?Lp-fumption, aflented to Henry’s propofal : And the king
s— ——was declared to be reinftated in fovereign authority.
5456 Even the duke of Yerk acquiefced in this irregular a&
of the peers; and no'difturbance enfued. But that prince’s

claim to the crown was too well known, and the fteps,

which he had taken to promote it, were too evident, ever

to allow fincere truft and confidence to have place between

2457, the parties. The court retired to Coventry, and invited

: the duke of York and the earls of Salifbury and Warwic

to attend the king’s perfon. When they were on the

road, they received intelligence, that defigns were formed

againft their liberties and lives, They immediately fe-

parated themfelves: Richard withdrew to his caftle of
Wigmore : Salifbury to Middleham in Yorkfhire: And

Woarwic to his government of Calais, which had been
committed to him after the battle of St. Albans,

and which, as it gave him the command of the only
regular military force maintained by England, was of
the utmoft importance in the prefent juncture. Srill,
men of peaceable difpofitions, and among the reft Bour-
chier, archbithop of Canterbury, thought it not too late
to interpofe with their good offices, in order to prevent
that effufion of blood, with which the kingdom was
threatened ; and the awe, in which each party ftood of
the other, rendered the mediation for fome time fuccefs=
ful. It was agreed, that all the great leaders on both
fides fhould meet in London, and be folemnly reconciled,
The duke of York and his partizans came thither with
numerous retinues, and tock up their quarters near each
other for mutual fecurity, The leaders of the Lan
caftrian party ufed the fame precaution. The mayor, at
the head of 5000 men, kepta fri& watch, night and
day ; and was extremely vigilant in maintaining peace

1458,

between them P, Terms were adjufted, which removed

P Fabian Chren. anno 1458. The author fays that fome lords brought

%oo retainers, f?n:e 6co, none lefs than 400, Sec alfo Grafton, p. 633.
* nog

¥




HENUIRY ¥V.L

pot the ground of difference. An outward reconcilia-C H A P.

cord to the whole people, a folemn proceffion to St. Paul’s 1453
was appointed, where the duke of York led queen Mar-
garet, and a leader of one party marched hand in hand
with a leader of the oppofite, “he lefs real cordia-
lity prevailed, the more were the exterior demonftrations
of amity redoubled. ~But it was evident, that a conteft
for a crown could not thus be peaceably accommodated ;
that each party watched only for an opportunity of fub-
verting the other; and that much blood muft yet be fpilt,
i

ere the nation could be reftored to perfet tranqui

quillity, og

enjoy a fettled and eftablifhed government,

Evey the fmalleft accident, without any formed de- 1439,
fion, was fufficient, in the prefent difpofition of men’s
minds, to diffolve the feeming harmony between the

‘ ; and had the intentions of the leaders been ever {o
amicable, they would have found it difficult to reftrain
the animofity of their followers. One of the king’s re~
tinue infulted one of the earl of Warwic’s: Their
companions on both fides took part in the quarrel:
A fierce combat enfued: The earl apprehended his
life to be aimed at: He fled to his government of Ca-
lais; and both parties, in every county of England,
openly made preparations for deciding the conteft by war
and arms.

TxaE earl of Salifbury, marching to join the duke of Battle of
York, was overtaken, at Blore-heath on the borders offg“;“;‘;‘:a‘
Staffordfhire, by lord Audley, who commanded much
{uperior forces; and a fmall rivulet with fteep banks ran
between the armies. Salifbury here fupplied his defect
in numbers by ftratagem ; a refinement, of which there
gecur few inftances in the Englith civil wars, where a
headlong courage, more than military condud, is com=
2 monly
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‘- — Audley to follow him with precipitation : But when the
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monly to be remarked, He feigned a retreat, and allured

van of the royal army had paffed the brook, Salifbury
fuddenly turned upon them ; and partly by the furprize,
partly by the divifion, of the enemies’ forces, put this
body to rout: The example of flight was followed by
the reft of the army : And Salifbury, obtaining a com-
piete vitory, reached the general rendezvous of the
Yorkifts at Ludlow 1,

THE earl of Warwic brought over to this rendezvous
2 cheice body of veterans from Calais, on whom, it was
thought, the fortune of the war would much depend ;
but this reinforcement occafioned, in the iflue, the im-
mediate ruin of the duke of York’s party. . When the
royal army approached, and a general action was every
hour expe@ed, Sir Andrew Trollop, who commanded
the veterans, deferted to the king in the night-time ; and
the Yorkifts were {o difmayed at this inftance of treachery,
which made every man fufpicious of his fellow, that
they feparated next day without ftriking a ftroke r: The
duke fled to Ireland : The earl of Warwic, attended by
nany of the other leaders, efcaped to Calais ; where his
great popularity among all orders of men, particularly
among the military, foon drew to him partizans, and
rendered his power very formidable. The friends of the
houfe of York in England kept themfelves every where
in readinefs to rife on the firft fummons from their
leaders.

AFTER meeting with fome fuccefles at fea, Warwic
Janded in Kent, with the: earl of Salifbury, and the earl
of Marche, eldeft fon of the duke of York ; and being
met by the primate, by lord Cobham, and other perfons

% Hollingthed, p, 649, Grafton, p. 936, ¥ Hollingfhed, p. 650.
Crafton, P 537+

of
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of diftin¢tion; he marched; amidft the acclamations of C H A P,
the people, to London. The city Ennncdkuehrapancd\_ﬁ;:;_
its gates to him ; and his trcopsc::cre;\,ﬁz]g on every day’s  146o.
march, he foon found himfelf in a condition to face the

royal army, which haftened from Coventry to attack him.

The battle was fought at Northampton ; and was foon :b:f;’:
decided againft the royalifts by the infidelity of lord Greyton. =
of Ruthin, who, commanding Henry’s van, deferted ' %7
to the enemy during the heat of aion, and {pread a
confternation through the troops. The duke of Buck-
ingham; the ear] of Shrewfbury, the lords Beaumont and
Egremont, and Sir William Lucie were killed in the

action or purfuit : The {laughter fell chicﬂy on the gen-=

try and nobility ; the common people were {pared by or-

ders of the earls of Warwic, and Marche =, Henry him=

felf, that empty fhadow of a king, was again taken
prifoner ; and as the innocence and fimplicity of his
manners, which bore the appearance of fanctity, had
procured him the tender regard of the people t, the earl

of Warwic and the other leaders took care to diftinguifh
themfelves by their refpe@ful demeanour towards him,

A PARLIAMENT was fummoned in the king’s name, A parlia:
and met at Weftminfter ; where the duke foon after ap=-
peared from Ireland. This prince had never hitherto
advanced openly any claim to the crown: He had only
complained of ill minifters, and demanded a redrefs of
grievances : And even in the prefent crifis, when the par=
liament was furrounded by his victorious army, he thowed
fuch a regard to law and liberty, as is unufual during the
prevalence of a party in any civil diffentions; and was
fill lefs to be expeted, in théfe violent and licentious
times. I{eadvancedtowmrdsthcthronc; and being met
by the archbithop of Canterbury, who afked him, whe-
ther he had yet paid his refpects to the king ! he replied,

ment.
7th O

3 Stowe, p. 409, ® Hall, fol: 169. Grafton, p. 195,
that
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C Pf A P. that he knew of none to whom he owed that title, He

<A

\_-_\,-—J then ftood near the throne'®; and addrefling himfelf to

1460,

the houfe of peers, he gave them a deduction of his title
by defcent, mentioned the cruelties by which the houfe
of Lancafter had paved their way to fovéréign power, in-
fifted on_the calamities which had attended the govern-
ment of Henry, exhorted them to return into the r'ighﬁ
path, by doing juftice to the lineal fucceflor; and thus
pleaded his caufe before them as his natural and Jegal
judges ¥. This cool and mederate manner of demanding
a crown, intimidated his friends and encouraged his ehe~
mies: The lords remained in fufpence*; and no one
ventured to utter a word on the occafion. Richard, who
had probably expected, that the peers would have invited
him to place himfelf on the throne, was much difap-
pointed at their filence ; but defiring them to refle&t on
what he had propofed to them, he departed the houfe,
The peers took the matter into confideration; with as
much tranquillity as if it had been a4 common fubjet of
debate : They defired the affiftance of fome confiderable
members among the commons in their deliberations
‘They heard, in feveral fucceflive days, the reafons alleged
for the duke of York: They even ventured to propofe
objettions to his claim, founded on former entails of the
crown, and on the oaths of fealty {worn to the houfe of
Lancafter v : They alfo obferved; thaty as Richard had
all along borne the arms of York, not thofe of Clarence,
he could not elaim as fuccefior to the latter family : And
after receiving anfwers to thefe objectionsy derived from
the vielence and power, by which the houfe of Lancafter
fupported their prefent pofleffion of the crowny they pro-
cceded to give a decifion. Their fentence was cal=
culated, as far as poflible, to pleafe both parties ; They

® Hollingfhed, p. 655. w Cetton, p, 665, Grafton, p. 643,
% Hollingthed, p. 657. Grafton, p, 645, y Cotton, p, 666,

declared




e

Mo N R.Y.. NE
declared the title of the duke of York to be certain and
indefeafible ; but in confideration that Henry had en-
Jjoyed the crown, without difpute or controverfy, during
the courfe of thirty-eight years, they determined, that he
fhould continue.to pofiefs the title and dignity during the
remainder of his life 3 that the adminiftration of the go~-
vernment, meanwhile, thould remain with Richard ; that
he fhould be acknowledged the true and lawful heir oftha
monarchy ; that every one fhould fwear to maintain his
fucceffion, and it fhould be treafon to attempt his life
and that all former fettlements of the crown, in this and
the two laft reigrs, fhould be abrogated and refcinded 2.
The duke acquiefced in this decifion : Henry himfelf, be-
ing a prifoner, could not oppofe it : Even if he had en-
joyed his liberty, he would not probably have felt any
violent reluctance againft it : And the a& thu 1s pafled with
nt of the whole legiflative body.

the unanimous confe
Thou')h the mildnels of this compromife is ¢ hiefly to be
afcribed to the moderation of the duke of York, it is im=
poflible not to obferve in thofe tranfa&ions vifible marks

of a higher regard to law, and of a more fixed authority,
enjoy ved by parliament, than has appeared in any former
period of Englifh hiftory.

It is probable, that the duke, without employing ei-
ther menaces or violence, could have obtained from the
commons a {ettlement more confiftent and uniform : But
as many, if not all the members of the upper houfe, had
received grants, conceflions, or dignities, duri ing the laft
fixty years, when the houfe of Lancafter was poffefled of

the government, they were afraid of invalidating their
own titles by too fudden and violent an overthrow of that
family ; and in thus temporizing between the parties,
they fixed the throne on a bafis, upon which it could not

poflibly ftand. The duke, apprehending his chief dan=

Z Cotton, p, 666, Grafton, p, 647,
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€ H A P. ger to arife from the genius and {pirit of queen Margaret3

XXI.

& yfought a pretence for banifhing her the kingdom: He
1460, fent her; in the king’s name, a fummons to come imme=

diately to London ; intending; in cafe of her difobedis
ence, to proceed to extremities againft her. But the
queen needed not this menace to excite her aétivity in de<
fending the rights of her family. After the defeat at
Northampton; fhe had fled with her infant fon to Dur-
ham, thence to Scotland ; but foon returning, fhe applied
to the northern barons, and employed every motive to
procure their afliftance. Her affability, infinuation, atid
addrefs, qualities in which fhe excelled ; her carefles; her
promifes wrought a powerful effect on every one who ap-
proached her: The admiration of her great qualities was
fucceeded by compaflion towards her helplefs condition ¢
‘The nobility of that quarter; who regarded themfelves as
the moft warlike in the kihgdom, were moved by indigna<
tion to find the fouthetn barons pretend to difpofe of the
crown and fettle the government: And that they might
allure the people to their fltandard; they promifed them
the fpoils of all the provinces on the other fide of the
Trent. By thefe means, the queen had colleéted an ar<
my twenty thoufand ftrong, with a celerity which was
neither expected by her friends, nor apprchended by het
enemies, ,

Tue duke of York, informed of her appedrance in the
northy haftened thither with. a body of 5000 men, to
fupprefs, as he imagined, the beginnings of an infurrecs
tion'; wheny on his arrival at Wakefield, he found hims
felf fo much outnumbered by the enemy. He threw
himfelf into' Sandal caftle; which' was ficuated in the
heighbourhood ; and he was advifed by the ear] of Salif=
bury, and other prudent counfellors, to remain. in that
fortrefs, till his fon, the earl of Marche; ‘who was levy-
ing forees in the borders of Wales, conld advance to his

afliftance,
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affiftance s, © But the duke, though deficient in political € ;{Xf} P.
courage, poffefled perfonal bravery in an eminent degree ;.
and notwithftanding his wifdom and experience, he 1460
thought, that he fhould be for ever difgraced, if, by tak-

ing fhelter behind walls, he thould for a moment refign

the vitory to a woman, He defcended into the plain, \»LZ:;'A
and offered battle to the enemy, which was inftantly ac- 24h Dec.
cepted. The great inequality of numbers was fufficient

alone to decide the viGtory; but the queen, by fending a
detachment, who fell on the back of the duke’s army,

rendered her advantage ftill more certain and undifputed.
The duke himfelf was killed in the action; and as his p,,.p, o
body was found among the flain, the head was cut off by ‘\"”‘RC of
Margaret’s orders, and fixed on the gates of York, with s
a paper crown upon it, in derifion of his pretended title,

His fon, the earl of Rutland, a youth of feventeen, was
brought to lord Clifford ; and that barbarian, in revenge

of his father’s death, who had perifhed in the battle of

St. Albans, murdered, in cool blood, and with his own
hands, this innocent prince, whofe exterior figure, as
well as other accomplifhinents, are reprefented by hifto-
rians as extremely amub.L. The earl of Suhmuxv was
wounded and taken prifoner, and immediately beheaded,
with feveral other perfons of diftinction, by martial law at
Pomfretb. There fell near three thoufand Yorkifts in

this battle: The duke himfelf was greatly and juftly la-
mented by his own party; a prince who merited a better
fate, and whofe errors in condult proceeded entirely
from fuch gqualities, as render him the more an object

of efteem and affection. He perithed in the fiftieth

year of his age, and left three fons, Edward, George,

and Richard, with three daughters, Anne, Elizabeth,

and Margaret.

a Stowe, Ps 412s b Polyd, Virg. p. 510,

Vou, III. P THE
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c H -’* P. THE queen, after this important victory, divided her
. ,army. She fent the fmaller divifion under Jafper Tudor,
1461.  ear]l of Pembroke, half brother to the king, againft Ed-
ward, the new duke of York. She herfelf marched with

the larger divifion towards London, where the earl of
Woarwic had been left with the command of the Yorkifts,

Batle of  Pembroke was defeated by Edward at Mortimer’s Crofs

Mortimer’s ~ d 3 ; - .
Crofs. in Herefordfhire, with the lofs of near 4000 men: His

army was difperfed ; he himfclf efcaped by flight; but
his father, Sir Owen Tudor, was taken prifoner, and
immediately beheaded by Edward’s orders. This barba-
rous practice, being once begun, was continued by both
parties, from a fpirit of revenge, which covered itfelf

under the pretence of retaliation ¢
MarGARET compenfated this defeat by a victory which
fhe obtained over the ear] of Warwic. That nobleman,
on the approach of the Lancaftrians, led out his army,
re-inforced by a ftrong body of the Londoners, who were
fl’i“;;!dstt‘f“" affeCtionate to his caufe ; and he gave battle to the queen
Albans.  at St, Albans. While the armies were warmly engaged,
Lovelace, who commanded a confiderable body of the

Yorkifts, withdrew from the combat ; and this treache-

rous conduct, of which there are many inftances in thofe
civil wars, decided the victory in favour of the queen.
About 2300 of the vanquithed perifhed in the battle and
purfuit; and the perfon of the king fell again into the
‘hands of his own party. This weak prince was fure to
be almoft equally a prifoner whichever faction had the
keeping of him; and fcarce any more decorum was ob-
ferved by one than by thé other, in their method of treat-
ing him. Lord Bonville, to whofe care he had been en-
trufted by the Yorkifts, remained with him after the defeat, |

on aflurances of pardon given him by Henry : But Mar-
garet, regardlefs of her hufband’s promife, immediately

¢ Hollingthed, p, 660, Grafton, p. 650,
ordered
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ordered the head of that nobleman to be ftruck off by the €
executioner ¢,  Sir Thomas Kiriel; a brave \'.v.'xr:'i:“r,lwho
had fignalized himfelf in the French wars, was treated in
the fame manner.

THE queen made no great 2 ddvantage of this viGor
Young Edward ddvanced upon her from the other fid
and collecting the remains of Warwic’s army, was foon
ih a condition of giving her battle with fuperior forces.
She was fenfible of her danger, while fhe lay between the
enemy and the city of London ; and fhe found it necef-
fary to retreat with her army to the northe, Edward
entered the capital amidft the acclamations of the citizens,
and immediately opened a new fcene to his party. This
prince, in the bloom of youth, remarkable for the beauty
of his perfon, for his bravery; his activity, his affability,
and every popular quality, found himfelf fo much pof-
fefled of public favour, that, elated with the fpirit natural

to his age, he refolved no longer to confine himfelf within

1 1

thofe narrow limits, which his father had prefcribed to

himfelf, and which had been found by experience fo pre-

judicial to his caufe. He determin J to aflume the name
and dignity of king; to infift openly on his claim ; and
thenceforth to treat the oppofite party as traitors and re-
bels to his lawful authority. But as a national confent,

notwithftanding

o

or the appearance of it, ftill fee

his plaufible title, requifite to precede this bold mea-

fure, and as the aflembling of a parliament might oc«

¥

cafion too many delays, and be attended with other in-
conveniencies, he ventured to proceed in a lefs regular
manner, and to put it out of the power of his enemies
to throw obftacles in. the way of his elevation. His

army was ordered to aflemble in St. John’s Fields; great

numbers of people furrounded them ; an harangue was
pronounced to this mixed multitude, fetting forth the

4 Hollingthed, p. 660, ¢ Grafton, p, 652,
P2 title
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C e P.title of Edward, and inveighing againft the tyranny and

«— —ufurpation of the rival family ; and the people were then

1461 afked, whether they would have Henry of Lancafter for

king ? They unanimoully exclaimed againft the propofal.

It was thén demanded, whether they would accept of

fﬁl&”’;;‘: g]z'Edward, eldeft fon of the late duke of York? They ex-

eown.  prefled their aflent by loud and joyful acclamations .

A great number of bifhops, lords, magiftrates, and other

perfons of diftinCtion were next aflembled at Baynard’s

caftle, who ratified the popular ele&ion ; and the new

sth March. king was on the fubfequent day proclaimed in London,
by the title of Edward IV &,

I~ this manner ended the reign of Henry VI. a mo-
narch, who, while in his cradle, had been proclaimed
king both of France and England, and who began his
life with the moft fplendid profpeéts that any prinee in
Europe had ever enjoyed. The revolution was unhappy
for his people, as it was the fource of civil wars ; but
was almoft entirely indifferent to Henry himfelf, who
was utterly incapable of exercifing his authority, and who,
provided he perfonally met with good ufage, was equally
ealy, as he was equally enflaved, in the hands of his
enemies and of his friends. His weaknefs and his difputed
title were the chief caufes of the public calamities : But
whether his queen, and his minifters, were not alfo
guilty of fome great abufes of power, it is not eafy for us
at this diftance of time to determine: There remain no
proofs on record of any confiderable violation of the laws,
except in the aflaflination of the duke of Glocefter, which
was a private crime, formed no precedent, and was but
too much of a piece with the ufual ferocity and cruelty of
the times.

Mifcellane- T’ moft remarkable law, which paffed in this reign,

ous tranfac- y v v
tions of this Was that for the due election of members of parliament in

reign,
f Stowe, p, 415, Hollingfhed, p. 661, & Grafton, p. 653.
countigs.
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counties, After the fall of the feudal fyftem, the dif-C I—;()f‘ P
tinction of tenures was in fome meafure loft; and every o
freeholder, as well thofe who held of mefne lords, as the 146
immediate tenants of the crown, were by degrees admitted
to give their votes at ele&ions. This innovation (for
fuch jt may probably be efteemed) was indiretly con-
firmed by a law of Henry IV. ?; which gave right to fuch
a multitude of eletors, as was the occafion of great dif-
order. In the eighth and tenth of this king, therefore,
laws were enafted, limiting the eleGors to fuch as pol-
fefled forty fhillings a-year in land, free from all burdens
within the county i, This fum was equivalent to near

twenty pounds a-year of our prefent money; and it were
to be withed, that the fpirit, as well as letter of this law,
had been maintained.

THE preamble of the ftatute is remarkable: ¢¢ Where-
¢ as the eletions of knights have of late, in many
¢ counties of England, been made by outrages and
¢ exceflive numbers of people, many of them of {mall
¢¢ fubftance and value, yet pretending to a right equal to
¢¢ the beft knights and efquires; whereby manflaughters,
¢¢ riots, batteries, and divifions among the gemlcmcn
¢ and other people of the fame counties, fhall very likely
¢ rife and be, unlefs due remedy be provided in this be-
¢ half, &c.” Wemay learn from thefe expreffions what
an important matter the eleGtion of a member of parlia-
ment was now become in England : That affembly was
beginning in this period to aflume great authority: The
commons had it much in their power to enforce the exe-
cution of the laws ; and if they failed of fuccels in this
particular, it proceeded lefs from any exorbitant power of
the crown, than from the licentious {pirit of the arifto-

cracy, and perhaps from the rude education of the age,

h Statutes at large, 7 Henry IV. cap. 15, i 1bid, 8 Henry V1.
eap, 7, 10 Henry VI, cap, 2, 3

ra and
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C }T\(A P.and their own ignorance of the afivantages refulting from

u,._:v_'.,,u. regular adminiftration of juftice

1461, WHEN the duke of Xcr.\, the earls of Salifbury and
Woarwic, fled the kingdom upon the defertion of their
troops, a parliament was fummoned at Coventry in 1460,
by which they were al] attainted. This parliament feems
to have been very irregularly conftituted, and fcarcely
deferves the name: Infomuch, that an a& pafled in it,

¢ that all fuch knights of any county, as were returned

: ¢¢ by virtue of the king’s letters, without any other e]ec-
‘ ¢ tion, fhould be valid, and that no fheriff fhould, for
¢ returning them, incur the penalty of the ftatute of
¢ Henry IVE”  All the alls of that parliament were
afterwards reverfed ; ¢ becaufe it was unlawfully fum-

~
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¢¢ moned, and the knights and barons not duly chofen
Tue parliaments in this reign, inftead of relaxing theiy
vigilance againft the ufurpations of the court of Rome,

endeavoured to enforce the former ftatutes enated for that

purpofe. The commons petitioned, that no foreigner

fhould be capable of any church preferment, and that the

patron might be allowed to prefent anew upon the non-
refidence of any incumbent ™: But the king eluded thefe
petitions. Pope Martin wrote him 3 fevere letter againft

the ftatute of provilors ;' which he calls an abominable

law, that would infallibly damn every one who obferved

it". The cardinal of Winchefter was legate; and as he

was alfo a kind of przme minifter, and immenfely rich

from the profits of his clerical dignities, the parliament |
became jealous left he fhould extend the papal power ; and ‘
they protefted, that the cardinal fhould abfent himfelf in

all affairs and councils of the king, whenever the pope

or fee of Rome was touched upon * )

k Cotton, p. 664 ! Statutes at large, 39 Henry VI, cap. 1.
m Cotton, p. 535, 2 Burnet’s Colle&ion of Records, vol, i. p. ggs
¢ Cotton, ps 5930

PErMIssION




e R Y Vi 215

PErMissioN was given by parliament to export cornC H A P.
when it was at low prices ; wheat at fix fhillings and ;_ﬂ,___J
eight pence a quarter, money of that age; barley at three = 74617
fhillings and four pence P. It appears from thefe prices,
that corn ftill remained at near half its prefent value;
though other commodities were much cheaper. The in-
land commerce of corn was alfo opened in the eighteenth
of the king, by allowing any collector of the cuftoms to
grant a licence for carrying it from one county to an-
othera. The fame year a kind of navigation act was
propofed with regard to all places within the Streights ;
but the king rejected it 7.

THE firft inftance of debt contracted upon parliamen-
tary fecurity occurs in this reign*. The commence-
ment of this pernicious practice deferves to be noted ; a
praitice, the more likely to become pernicious, the more
2 nation advances in opulence and credit. ‘The ruinous
effe@s of it are now become apparent, and threaten the
wvery exiftence of the nation,

p Statutes at large, 15 Henry V1. cap, 2. 23 Henry VI cap. 6,

q Cotton, p, 625, r Ibid. p. 626, ¢ Ibid, p, 593,
#14: 633,
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CHAP. XXIIL
EDWaRD IV,

Battle of Touton Hery efcapes into Scotland——

A parliament —— Batle of Hexbam Henry
taken prifoner, and conjned to the Tower ———King’s
marriage with the Laly Elizabeth Gray War-
wic difgufted Ablimee with Burgundy In-

Jurreciion in Yorkfbire——Baitle of Banbury
Warwic and Clarenc banifbed Warwic and,
Edward 1V. expelled ———
Henry V1. reflored——Edward 1V. returns
Battle of Barnet, anddeath of Warwic——Battle
of Teukefbury, and mwder of prince Edward
Death of Henry V1.———Invafion of France—
Peace of Pecquigni——Trial and execution of the

duke of Clarence Death and charatier of Ed-
ward IV.

Clarence return

: OUNG Edward, mw in his twentieth year, was

CHAP
XXIL of a temper well fited to make his way through
1461 fuch a fcene of war, hawic, and -devaftation, as muft

condu& him to the full pdieflion of that crown, which
he claimed from hereditay right, but which he had
aflumed from the tumultury eletion alone of his own
party. He was bold, a&iw, enterprifing; and his hard.
nefls of heart and feverity of chara&er rendered him im-
pregnable to all thofe movments of compaflion, which
might relax his vigour in the profecution of the moft
bloody revenges upon his eiemies. The very commence-

5 ment
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pent of his reign gave {ymptons of his fan guimry dif-C H A P,
o XXII.

pofition. A tradefman of Londmn, who kept fhop at the y

fign of the Crown, having faid, that he would make his
fon heir to the Crown; this hamlefs ple Lifl!]“')’ was in-
terpreted to be {poken in derifon of Edward’s affumed
title; and he was condemned aid executed for the of-
fencet. Such an act of tyramy was a proper pre]u:!c
to the events which enfued. = Thie fcaffold, as well as the
field, inceflantly ftreamed with tie nobleft blood of Eng-
land, fpilt in the quarrel betveen the two contending
families, whofe animofity was 1ow become implacable.
The people, divided in their ffeCtions, took different
fymbols of party: The partizais of the houfe of Lan-
cafter chofe the red rofe as tleir mark of diftin&ion ;
thofe of York were denominatel from the white; and
thefe civil wars were thus know, over Europe, by the
name of the quarrel between thetwo rofes.

THE licence, in which queer Margaret had been ob-
ligéd to indulge her troops, infutd great terror and aver=-
fion into the city of London anl all the fouthern parts
of the kingdom ; and as fhe tlzre expecied an obftinate
refiftance, the had prudently retird northwards among her
own partizans. The fame licerce, joined to the zeal of
fattion, foon brought great mutitudes to her ftandard ;
and the was able, in a few dys, to aflemble an army
fixty thoufand ftrong in Yorkfiire. The king and the
earl of Warwic haftened, withan army of forty thou-
fand men, tocheck her progrefs; and when they reached
Pomfret, they difpatched a bow of troops, under the
command of lord Fitzwalter, o fecure the paffage of
Ferrybridge over the river Are, vhich lay between them
and the enemy. Fitzwalter tok pofleflion of the poft
afligned him ; but was not able v maintain it againft lord
Clifford, who attacked him withfuperior numbers. The

¢ Habington in Kennet, p, 431, Giafton, p, 791,
Al

Yorkifts

l‘f 71.
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€ H A P. Yorkifts were chafed back with great flaughter; and

XXI1,

L

1461.

Battle of
Touton,
2gth of
March,

lord Fitzwalter himfelf was flain in the a&ion® The
earl of Warwic, dreading the confequences of this
difafter, at a time when a decifive ation was every hour
expeéted, immediately ordered his horfe to be brought
him, which he ftabbed before the whole army; and
kifiing the hilt of his fword, fwore, that he was deter-
mined to fhare the fate of the meaneft foldier ¥.* And
to thew the greater fecurity, a proclamation was at the
fame time iffued, giving to every one full liberty to retire ;
but menacing the fevereft punifhment to thofe who fhould
difcover any fymptoms of cowardice in the enfuing bat-
tlex, Lord Falconberg was fent to recover the poft
which had been loft; He paffed the river fome miles
above Ferrybridge, and falling unexpeftedly on lord
Clifford, revenged the former difafter by the defeat of the
party and the death of their leader 7.

TrE hoftile armies met at Touton ; and a fierce and
bloody battle enfued. While the Yorkifts were advancing
to the charge, there happened a great fall of {fnow, which,
driving full in the faces of their enemies, blinded them;
and this advantage was improved by a ftratagem of lord
Falconberg’s. That nobleman ordered fome infantry to
advance before the line, and, after having fent a volley of
flight-arrows, as they were called, amidft the enemy,
immediately to retire. The Lancaftrians, imagining that
they were gotten within reach of the oppofite army, dif-
charged all their arrows, which thus fell fhort of the
Yorkifls . After the quivers of the enemy were emp-
tyed, Edward advanced his line, and did execution with
impunity on the difmayed Lancaftrians: The bow
however was foon laid afide, and the {word decided the

u W, Wyrcefler, p. 489, Hall, fol. 186. Holingthed, p. 664.
¥ Habington, p. 432. * Holingthed, p. 664, y Hift, Croyl,
centin. p. 532, z Hall, {ol, 386,
combat,
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combat, which ended in 2 total victory on the fide of the
Yorkifts. Edward ifflued orders to give no quarter?
The routed army was purfued to Tadcafter with great
bloodthed and confufion; and above thirty-fix thoufand
men are computed to have fallen in the battle and pur-
fuit®*: Among thefe were the earl of Weftmoreland,
and his brother, Sir John Nevil, the earl of Northum-
berland, the lords Dacres and Welles, and Sir Andrew
Trollope. The ear] of Devonthire, who was now en-
gaged in Henry’s party, was brought a prifoner to Ed-
ward ; and was foon after beheaded by martial law at
York. His head was fixed on a pole erefted over a gate
of that city; and the head of duke Richard and that of
the earl of Salifbury were taken down, and buried with
their bodies. Henry and Margaret had remained at York
during the a&ion; but learning the defeat of their army,
and being fenfible, that no place in England could now
afford them fhelter, they fled with great precipitation in-
to Scotland. They were accompanied by the duke of
Exeter, who, though he had married Edward’s fifter,
had taken part with the Lancaftrians, and by Henry duke
of Somerfet, who had commanded in the unfortunate
battle of Touton, and who was the fon of that noble-
man killed in the firft battle of St. Albans,
NoTWITHSTANDING the great animofity which pre-
vailed between the kingdoms, Scotland had never exerted
itfelf with vigour, to take advantage, either of the wars
which England carried on with France, or of the civil
commotions w hich arofe between the contending fami-
lics, James I. more laudably employed, in ciyilizing his
{ubje ’: and taming them to the falutary yoke of law
and juftice, avoided all hoftilities with foreign nations ; and
though he feemed interefted to maintain a balance be-
a Habington, p. 432 b Holingthed, p. 665. Grafton, p. 656.
Hifk, Croyl, cont, p. £33, ¢ Hall, fol, 187, Habington, p. 433.
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€ }YZX?L P.tween France and England, he gave no farther affiftance
‘e —to the former kingdom in its greateft diftrefles, than pers
1461 mitting, and perhaps encouraging, his fubjects to enlift
in the French fervice. After the murder of that excel-
lent prince, the minority of his fon and fucceflor, James
11. and the diftradtions incident to it, retained the Scots
in the fame ftate of neutrality ; and the fuperiority, vi-
fibly acquired by France, rendered it then unneceflary
for her ally to interpofe in her defence. But when the
quarrel commenced between the houfes of York and Lan~
cafter, and became abfolutely incurable but by the total
extin&ion of one party; James, who had now rifen ta
man’s eftate, was tempted to feize the opportunity, and
he endeavoured to recover thofe places, which the Eng-
lith had formerly conquered from his anceftors. He laid
fiege to the caftle of Roxborough in 1460, and had pro-
vided himfelf with a fmall train of artillery for that en-
terprize : But his cannon were fo ill framed, that one of
them burft as he was firing it, and put an end to his life
in the flower of his age. His fon and fucceflor, James
III. was alfo a minor on his acceffion : The ufual di-
firaltions enfued in the government : The queen-dowa=-
ger, Anne of Gueldres, afpired to the regency : The
family of Douglas oppofed her pretenfions: And queen
Margaret, when fhe fled into Scotland, found there a
people little lefs divided by faction, than thofe by whom
fhe had been expelled. Though fhe pleaded the con-
nexions between the royal family of Scotland and the
houfe of Lancafter, by the young king’s grandmother, a
daughter of the ear]l of Somerfet; fhe could engage the
Scottifh council to go no farther than to exprefs their
good wifhes in her favour : But on her offer to deliver
to them immediately the important fortrefs of Berwic,
and to contraét her fon in marriage with a fifter of king
James, fhe found a better reception; and the Scots
promifed
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promifed the affiftance of their arms to re-inftate her fa-C H A P
; XII.
mily upon the throned. But as the danger from that
quarter feemed not very urgent to Edward, he did not 1461
purfue the fugitive king and queen into their retreat ; but
returned to London, where a parliament was fummoned

for fettling the government.

Ox the meeting of this affembly, Edward found the4th N{W-
A parlia,

good effeéts of his vigorous meafure in afluming the pepe,

crown, as well as of his vi€ory at Touton, by which
he had fecured it: The parliament no longer hefitated
between the two families, or propofed any of thofe ambi-
guous decifions, which could only ferve to perpetuate
and inflame the animofities of party. They recognized
the title of Edward, by hereditary defcent, through the
family of Mortimer; and declared, that he was king by
right, from the death of his father, who had alfo the
fame lawful title ; and that he was in pofleflion of the
crown from the day that he aflumed the government,
tendered to him by the acclamations of the people ®.
They expreffed their abhorrence of the ufurpation and
intrufion of the houfe of Lancafter, particularly that of
the earl of Derby, otherwife called Henry IV. which,
they faid, had been attended with every kind of diforder,
the murder of the fovereign and the oppreflion of the
fubje®. They annulled every grant which had pafled
in thofe reigns; they reinftated the king in all the pof-
feflions, which had belonged to the crown at the pre-
tended depofition. of Richard II. and though they con-
firmed judicial deeds and the decrees of inferior courts,
they reverfed all attainders pafled in any pretended parlia-
ment ; particularly the attainder of the earl of Cam-
bridge, theking’s grandfather ;-as well as that of the earls
of Salifbury and Glocefter and of lord Lumley, who had
been forfeited for adhering to Richard II. f

d Hall, fol. 197. Habington, p. 434. e Cotton, p. 670,
£ Cotton, p. 672, Statutes at large, 1 Edw, IV, cap, 1.
Maxy
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CH AP Many of thefe votes were the refult of the ufual vigs
Xx11. 2

i ,lence of party: The common fenfe of mankind, in more
1461, peaceable times, repealed them: And the ftatutes of the
houfe of Lancafter; being the deeds of an eéftablifhed go-
vernment, and enacted by princes long poflefled of autho-
rity, have always been held as valid and obligatory.
The parliament, however, in fubverting fuch deep’
foundations, had ftill the pretence of replacing the go-
vernment on its ancient and natural bafis: But in their
fubfequent meafures, they were more guided by revenge,
at leaft by the views of convenience, than by the maxims
of equity and juftice. They paffed an a& of forfeiture
and attainder againft Henry VI-and queen Margaret, and
their infant fon, prince Edward : The fame a& was ex-
tended to the dukes of Somerfet and Exeter; to the earls
of Northumberland, Devonthire, Pembroke, Wilts ; to
the vifcount Beaumont, the lords Roos, Nevil, Clifford,
Welles, Dacre, Gray of Rugemont, Hungerford ; to
Alexander Hedie, Nicholas Latimer, Edmond Mount-
fort, John Heron, and many other perfons of diftin&ion &.
The parliament vefted the ecftates of all thefe attainted
perfons in the crown; though their fole crime was the
adhering to a prince, whom every individual of the par-
liament had long recognized, and whom that very king
himfelf, who was now feated on the throne, had acknow-

ledged and obeyed as his lawful fovereign.

THE neceflity of {upporting the government eftablifhed
will more fully juftify fome other a&ts of violence;
though the method of conducting them may {till appear
exceptionable.  John earl of Oxford and his fon, Au-
brey de Vere, were deteCted in a correfpondence with
Margaret, were tried by martial law before the conftable,
were condemned and executed P, Sir William Thyrrel,

g Cotton, p. 670, W, Wyrcefler, p. 490, h W, de Wyrcefter
p- 492. Hall, fol, 189. Grafton, p, 658. Fabian, fol, 215, Fragm, ad
finem T, Sproti,

Sir
6
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Sir Thomas Tudenham, and John Montgomery wereC H A b,
conviéted in the fame arbitrary court ; were executed, and _j{L
their eftates forfeited, This introduion of martial law  146s.
into civil government was a high ftrain of prerogative ;
which, were it not for the violence of the times, would
probably have appeared exceptionable to a nation fo jea-
lous of their liberties as the Englith were now become i,
It was impoffible but fuch a great and fudden revolution
muft leave the roots of difcontent and diffatisfaction in
the {ubject, which would require great art, or in licu of
it, great violence to extirpate them. The latter was
more fuitable to the genius of the nation in that unculti-
vated age.

But the new eftablithment ftill feemed precariou
uncertain ; not only from the domeftic difcontents of the

s and

people, but from the efforts of foreign powers. Lewis,
the eleventh of the name, had fucceeded to his father,
Charles, in 1460; and was led, from the obvious mo-
tives of national intereft, to feed the flames of civil dif-
cord among fuch dangerous neighbours, by giving fupport
to the weaker party, But the intriguing and politic ge-
nius of this prince was here checked by itfelf : Having
attempted to fubdue the independant fpirit of his own
vaflals, he had excited fuch an oppofition at home, as
prevented him from making all the advantage, which the
opportunity afforded, of the diffenfions among the Eng-
lith. He fent however a fmall body to Henry’s afliftance
under Varenne, Senefchal of Normandy ¥; who landed
in Northumberland, and got poffeflion of the caftle of
Alnewic: But as the indefatigable Margaret went in per-
fon to France where the folicited larger fupplies; and
promifed Lewis to deliver up Calais, if her family fhould
by his means be reftored to the throne of England; he

1463,

i Sece note [H] atthe end of the volume
k Menftrelet, voliiii. p.g5.
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was induced to fend along with her a body of 2000 men

«— ——at arms, which enabled her to take the field, and to make

1464.

25th April.

Battle of
Hexham,
15th May.

an inroad into England. Though reinforced by a nu-
merous train of adventurers from Scotland, and by many
partizans of the family of Lancafter; fhe received 2
check at Hedgley-more from lord Montacute or Monta-
gue, brother to the earl of Warwic, and warden of the
eaft Marches between Scotland and England. Montague
was fo encouraged with this{uccefs, that, while a numerous
reinforcement was on their march to join him by orders
from Edward, he yet ventured, with his own troops alone,
to attack the Lancaftrians at Hexham ; and he obtained
a complete victory over them. The duke of Somerfet,
the lords Roos, and Hungerford, were taken in the pur-
fuit, and immediately beheaded by martial law at Hex-
ham. Summary juftice was in like manner executed at
Newecaftle on Sir Humphrey Nevil, and feveral other
gentlemen. All thofe who were fpared in the field, fuf-
fered on the fcaffold ; and the utter extermination of their
adverfaries was now become the plain object of the York
party; a condut, which received but too plaufible an

apology from the preceding practice of the Lancaftrians.
THE fate of the unfortunate royal family, after this
defeat, was fingular, Margaret, flying with her fon into
a foreft, where fhe endeavoured to conceal herfelf, was
befet, during the darknefs of the night, by robbers, who,
either ignorant or regardlefs of her quality, defpoiled her
of her rings and jewels, and treated her with the utmoft
indignity. The partition of this rich booty raifed a quar-
rel among them ; and while their attention was thus en=
gaged, fhe took the opportunity of making her efcape
with her fon into the thickeft of the foreft, where fhe
wandered for fome time, over-fpent with hunger and fa-
tigue, and funk with terror and affliction. hile in this
wretched condition, fhe faw a robber approach with his
naked
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tiaked fword; and finding that fhe had no means ofC H A P.

3 . . < XXII.

efcape, fhe fuddenly embraced the refolution of tru ting e —<2
entirely for prote&tion to his faith and generofity, She 7484 ;
advanced towards him ; and prefenting to him the young
prince, called out to him, Here, my friend, I commit to
your care the fafety of your king’s fon. The man, whofe
humanity and generous fpirit had been obfcured, not en-
tirely loft; by his vicious courfe of life, was ftruck with
the fingularity of the event, was charmed with the confi-
dence repofed in him ; and vowed, not only to abftain
from all injury againft the princefs, but to devote him-
felf entirely to her fervice!. By his means fhe dwel
fome time concealed in the foreft, and was at laft con-
ducted to the fea-coaft, whence fhe made her ef-ape into
Flanders. She paffed thence into her father’s court,
where fhe lived feveral years in privacy and retirement.
Her hufband was not {o fortunate or fo dexterous in find-
ing the means of efcape. Some of his friends took him
under’ their protection, and conveyed him into Lanca-
fhire ; where he remained concealed during a twelve=
month ; but he was at laft deteéted, dcnvcx;d up to Ed=
ward, and thrown into the Towerm, The fafety of his
perfon was owing lefs to the generofity of his enemies,
than to the contempt which they had entertained of his
courage and his underftanding.

THE imprifonment of Henry, the expulfion of Mar=~
garet, the execution and confilcation of all the moft
eminent Lancaftrians, feemed to give full fecurity to
Edward’s government ; whofe title by blood, being now
recognized by parliament; and univerfally fubmitted to
by the people, was no longer in danger of being im
peached by any antagonift, In this profperous ﬁ{uatiou
the king delivered himfelf up, without controul, to thoxc
pleafures which his youth, his high fortune, and his na-

I Monftrelet, vol, iii, p. g6. m Hall, fol, 191. Fragm, ad
finem Sproti.
Vou. 111, Q tural
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invited him to enjoy; and the cares of

XXl

‘s royalty were lefs attended to, than the diflipation of
1364. amufement, or the allurements of paflion. T'he cruel and
unrelenting {pirit of Edward, though enured to the fero-

wars, was at the fame time extremely devoted

which, without mitigating his fe=

r, maintained a great influence over him, and

fhared his attachment with the purfuits of ambition, and
1e thirft of military glory.  During the prefent interval
of peace, he lived- in the moft familiar and fociable
ith his fubjefls ™, particularly with the Lon-

s ; and the beauty of his v)‘rfoq, as well as the gal-
ntry of his addrefs, which, even unaffifted by his royal

mu;'\') would have rendered him acceptable to the fair,

S

facilitated all his applications for their favour, This eaf y
and pu:m'.xrs.blc courfe of life augmented every day his po-
pularit;

vourite of the-young and gay of both fexes. “The difpo-

ty among all ranks of men : He was the peculiar fa-

{ition of the Englifh, little addi¢ted to jealoufy, kept

them from taking umbrage at thefe liberties : And his

¢ in amufement -d his inclina-

s thus become, without defign, a means of {up=
d fecuring his government, - But as it is dif=
within {trict rules of
ard led him into a
re, which proved fatal to his re L, and to the ftability

INE oF LuxEmBourc, dutchefs of Bedford,

{band’s death, fo far facrificed her am-

that fhe efpoufed, in fecond marriage, Sir

Voodeville, a private gentleman, to whom fhe

(4

reral children ; and among the ref

- :
Kichard
fev

izabeth, who

El
was remarkable for the grace and beat ty of her perfon, as

well as for other anzlablc accompm“ nents, ‘This young

bOl(‘

n Polyd. Virg. p. 513. Biondis

lady
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”x\.y had married Sir John Gray of Groby, by whom fheC H A P,
3 )
g At . XXII.
had children ; and her hufband being flain in the fecond . j

battle of St. Albans, fighting on the fide of Lancaf ik
attle o 5 bans, fighting on the fide of .,.t.x.a.c:‘, 1464,

and his eftate bcm for that reafon confifcated, his widow
retired to live with her father, at his feat of Grafton i in
Nonhampion[hirc. The king came accidental lly to the
houfe after a hunting party, in order to pa 1y a vifit to the 1
dutchefs of Bedford ; and as the occafion feemed favour- i
able for obtaining fome grace from this gallant monarch, ‘
the young widow flung herfelf at his feet, and with many i
tears, entreated him to take pity on her impoverithed ,
and diftrefled children. The fight of fo much beauty in
aflliction ftrongly affected the amorous Edward ; love ftole
infenfibly into his heart under the guife of cumpaﬂion;
and her forrow, {o becoming a virtuous matron, made his
efteem and regard quickly correfpond to his affe@ion;
He raifed her from the ground with aflurances of favour 3
1e found his paflfion encreafe every moment, by the con-
verfation of the amiable object ; and he was foon reduced
in his turn to the pofture .14 ftile of a fupplicant at the
feet of Elizabeth. But the lady, either averfe to difho-
nourable love from a fcn,p of duf,y, or perceiving that the

1

impreflion, which fhe had made, was fo deep as to give

her hopes of obtaining the higl cfk elevation, obftinately
refufed to gratify his p;xﬁlon; and all ‘the endearments,
carefles, and importunities of the young and amiable Ed-
ward, proved fruitlefs againft her rigid and inflexible vir-
tue. His paflion, irritated by oppofition, and encreafed
by his veneration for fuch honourable fentiments; carried
him at laft beyond all bounds of reafon ; and he offered
to fhare his throne, as well as his heart, with the woman,
whofe beauty of perfon; and dignity of charater feemed

Fhe marriage was pri=

*

fo well to entitle her to both.

ebrated at Grafton °: The fecret was carefully

® Hall, fol, 193. Fabian, fol, 216,

Q.2
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C H A P. kept for fome time : No one fufpected, that fo libertine 2

XXIl.

w__ __prince could facrifice fo much to a romantic paffion ¢

1404

Wa wic
difgufted,

And there were in particular ftrong reafons, which at
that time. rendered this ftep; to the higheft degree, dan-
gerous and imprudent,

THE king, defirous to fecure his throne, as well by
the profpect of iflue, asby foreign alliances, had, a little
before, determined to make application to fome neigh-
bouring princes ; and he had caft his eye on Bona of
Savoy, fifter to the queen of I‘mnce, who, he hoped,
would, by her marriage, enfure him the friendfhip of that
power, which was alone both able and inclined to give
fupport and affiftance to his rival. T render the nego-
ciation more fuccefsful, the earl of Warwic had been
difpatched to Paris, where the princefs then refided ;
had demanded Bona in marriage for the king; his pro-
pofals had been accepted ; the treaty was fully concludcd
and nothing remained but the ratification of the terms
agreed on, and the bringing over the princefs to Eng-
Lmd », But when the fecret of Edward’s marriage broke
out, the haughty earl, deeming himfelf. affronted, both
by being employed in this fruitlefs negociation, and by
bemg kept a flranger to the king’s intentions, who had
owed every thing to his friendthip, immediately returned
to England, mﬂd‘ned with rage and indignation. The
influence of paffion over fo young a man as Edward,
might have ferved as an excufe for his imprudent con-
du&@, had he deigned to acknowledge his error, or had
pleaded his weaknefs as an apology : But his faulty fhame
or pride prevented him from fo much as mentioning the
matter to Warwic ; and that nobleman was allowed to de-
part the court, full of the fame ill-humour and difcontent,
which he brought to it.

p Hall, fol. 193. Habington, p. 437, Holingfhed, p, 667. Grafton,
p. 665« Polyd. Virg. ps 513s

Every
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Every incident now tended to widen the breach be-C Qxf} P.
tween the king and this powerful fubje&. The cucm,\_;.\,_._z
who loft not her influence by marriage, was equally foli-- - 7456
citous to draw every grace and favour to her own friends
and kindred, and to exclude thofe of the earl, whom fhe
regarded as her mortal enemy Her father was cxc;a:c:f: earl
of chr : He was made treafurer in the room of lord
Mountjoy 9: He was invefted in the office of con-
{table for life ; and his fon received the furvivance of that
high dignity*. The fame young nobleman was married
to the only daughter of lord Scales, enjoyed the great
eftate of that family, and had the title of Scales conferred
upon him. Catherine, the queen’s fifter, was married to
the young duke of Buckingham, who was a ward of the
crown * : Mary, another of her fifters, efpoufed William
Herbert, created earl of Huntingdon : Anne, a third fifter,
was given in marriage to the fon and heir of Grey, lord
Ruthyn, created earl of Kentt, The daughter and heir
of the duke of Exeter, who was alfo the king’s niece,
was contracted to Sir Thomas Gray, one of the queen’s
fons by her former hufband ; and as lord Montague was
.treating of a marriage between his fon and this lady, the
preference given to young Gray was deemed an injury
and affront to the whole family of Nevil.

THE earl of Warwic could not {uffer with patience the
leaft diminution of that credit, which he had long en-
joyed, and which, he thought, he had merited by fuch
important fervices. Though he had received fo many
grants from the crown, that the revenue arifing from them
amounted, befides his patrimonial eftate, to 80,000 crowns
a-year, according to the computation of Philip de Co-
mines * ; his ambitious fpirit was ftill diffatisfied, fo long

9 W, Wyrcefter, p. 506, r Rymer, vol. xi. p. 581,
s W, Wyrcefter, p. §o§. t Ibid. p. 506,

B Liv. 3. chap, 4
Q3 as
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CH A P.as he {aw others furpafs him in authority and influencé
\—— With the kingv. Edward alfo, jealous of that power

which had fupported him, and which he himfelf had con-
tributed ftill higher to exalt, was well pleafed to raife up
rivals in credit to the earl of Warwic; and he Juﬂ;xﬁcd

by this political view, his extreme partiality to the queen’s
kindred. But the nobility of England, envying the fud-
den growth of the Woodevilles *, were more inclined to
take part with Warwic’s difcontent, to whofe grandeur
they were already accuftomed, and who had reconciled
them to his fuperiority by his gracious and popular man-
ners. - And as Edward obtained from parliament a gene-
ral refumption of all grants, which he had made fince his
acceﬂion, and which had extremely impoveriflied the
crown ¥ ; this aét, though it pafled with fome exceptions,
p'articularly one in favour of the earl of Warwic, gave a
general alarm to the: nobility, and difgufted many, even

ealous, partizans of the family of York.

Bur the moft confiderable aflociate, that Warwic ac-
quired to his party, was George, duke of Clarence, the
king’s fecond brother. This prince deemed himfelf no
lefs injured than the other grandecs, by the uncontrouled
influence of the queen and her relations ; and as his for-
tunes were ftill left on a precarious footing, while theirs
were fully eftablifhed, this neglect, joined to his unquieg
and reftlefs {pirit, inclined him to give countenance to all
the malcontents 2, 'The favourable opportunity of gain-
ing him was efpied by the earl of Warwic, who offered him
in marriage his elder daughter, and co-heir of his immenfe
fortunes ; a fettlement which, as it was fuperior to any
that the king himfelf could confer upon him, immediately
attached him tothe party of the earl *, Thusanextenfiveand

W Polyd; Virg. p. 514, x Hift. Croyl. cont. p: 539,

¥ W. Wyrcefter, p, 508. z Grafton, p. 673. .

= W, Wyrcefter, p. 511, Hall, fol, 200, Habingtpn, p. 439, Hollingd
#ed; po 6710 Polyd, Virg, p. 5250
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dangerous combination was infenfibly formed againft E4-C H A P.
ol ki WS g 113 T . . . Aall
ward and nis K?XII'.AALK_‘,’. X object o N, it
the malcontents was not to overturn arin SRR,
difficult to forefee the extremities, to which they might
nment v uiygaily

1

be carried : And as oppofition to go
s profecuted by force'of arms, civil convul-

in thofe ac

to be foon

1es and confederacies,

fions and diforders were

thefe intrig

WHILE this cloud was gathering

felf againft his factious nobility, by entering into

/ gt
alliances.

s
d ‘dancerous amu:tlon of L«

el i A Vo=
X1. the more it was known, the greater :
0% . A . :
among his neighbours and and {1

e 1 P T ar
puu\d by great abilities, and unreftrained by any princi-
ple of faith or humanity, they found no fecur
felves but by a jealous combination

1.

duke of Burgundy, was now de

dominions were devolved to Charles, his enly fon, whofe
martial difpofition acquired him the firname of Bo/d

1
T

and whofe ambition, more outrageous thzan that of Lewis,

but feconded by lefs power and policy, was regarde

a moré favourable eye by the other potentat:

‘The oppolfition of intereils, and ftill more, 2 n:tu;'al an-

tipathy of character, produced a declared animofity be-

tween thefe bad princes; and Edward was thus fecure

£ the fincere attachment of either of them, for whom he

of the fincere attachment ol either of tiem, Ior whom ne
X : S =

fhould chufe to declare himfelf. The duke of Burgun-

dy, being defcended by his mother, a daughter of Por-
tugal,

favour the houfe of Lancafter b : But this confideration

from John of Gaunt, was naturally inclined to

was c‘mly overbalanced by political motives ; and Charles,
erceiving the interefts of that houfe to be extremely de

J

P

gayed in Ln:; and, fent over his natural- brother, coma

Ve 3. r}'\dp. 4. G.

Q4 monly

3
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€ H A P.monly called the. baftard of Burgundy, to carry in his
\:f.)\(,___: name propofals of marriage to Margaret, the king’s fifter.
1466. The alliance of Burgundy was more popular among the
Englith than that of France; the commercial interefts
of the two nations invited the princes to a clofe union ;
their common jealoufy of Lewis was a natural centent
#468.  between them ; and Edward, pleafed with ftrengthening
himfelf by fo potent a confederate, foon concluded the
alliance, and beftowed his fifter upon Charlese, A
league, which Edward at the fame time concluded with
the duke of Britanny, feemed both te encreafe his fecu-
yity, and to open to him the profpet of rivalling his pre-
deceflors in thofe foreign conquefts, which, however
fhort-lived and unprofitable, had rendered their reigns f@

popular and illuftrious ¢,

1469. But whatever ambitious fchemes the king might have
built on thefe alliances, they were foon fruﬁrated by in-
teftine commations, which engrofled all his attention,
Thefe diforders probably arofe not immediately from the
intrigues of the earl of Warwic, but from accident, aid-
ed by the turbulent fpirit of the age, by the general hu-
mour of difcontent which that popular nobleman had
inftilled into the nation, and perhaps by fome remains

Infurre@tion of attachment to the houfe of Lancafter. The hofpital
};,:::m" f St. Leonard’s near York had received, from an ancient
grant of king Athelﬁane, a right of levying a thrave of
corn upon every plough-land in the county ; and as thefe
charitable eftablithments are liable to abufe, the country
people complained, that the revenue of the hofpital was
no longer expended for the relief of the poor, but was fe-
creted by the managers, and employed to their private
purpofes.  After long repining at the contribution, they f

¢ Hall, fol. 169. 197, 4 W, Wyrcefter, p, 5. Parliament,
Hift, vol; i, ps 3320

vefufed
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yefufed payment : Ecclefiaftical and civil cenfures wereC H A P,
: XXIIL,
5 and S ’
their perfons thrown into jail: Til I as their ill-humour  146g.

iffued againft them : ‘Their goods were diftrained

daily encreafed, they rofe in arms ; fell upon the officers
of the hofpitc.!, whom they put to the fword ; and pro-
ceeded in a body, fifteen -thoufand ftrong, to thc gates of
York. Lord Montague, who commanded in thofe parts,
oppofed himfelf to their progrefs; and having been fo
fortunate in a fkirmith as to feize Robert Hulderne their
leader, he ordered him immediately to be led to execu-
tion; according to the practice of the times. The
i(bels, however, {till continued in arms ; and being foon
headed by men of greater diftin&tion, Sll‘ Henry Nevll
fon of lord Latimer, and Sir John Coniers, they ad-
vanced fouthwards, and began to appear formidable
government. Herbert, earl of Pembroke, who had re-
ceived that title on the forfeiture of Jafper Tudor, was
ordered by Edward to march againft them at the head of
a2 body of Welthmen ; and he was joined by five thoufand
archers under the command of Stafford, earl of Devon-
fhire, who had fucceeded in that title to the family of
Courtney, which had alfo been attainted. But 2 trivial
difference about quarters having begotten an animofity be-
tween thefe two noblemen, the earl of Devonthire retired
with his archers, and left Pembroke alone to encounter
the rebels. The two armies approached each other near Battle of
Banbury ; and Pembroke, having prevailed in a fkirmifh, "2y
and having taken Sir Henry Nevil prifoner, ordered him
;mmcumtc.v to be put to death, without any form of pro-
cefs.  This execution cnr;:gcl, without terrifying, the
rebels: They attacked the Welth army, routed them, 26th July,
put them to the 1w0rd Without mercy ; and having {eized
Pembroke, they took immediate revenge upon him for
the death of their leader. The king, imputing this mif-
fortune to the earl of Devonthire, who had deferted Pem-
broke,
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C H 4 P. broke, ordered him to be executed in a like fummary

XXiI

1409,

A s MANDEL. Bt thefe fpeedy executions, or rather open
murders, did not ftop there : The northern rebels, fend.
ing a party to Grafton, feized the earl of Rivers and his

fon John; men who had become obnoxious by their

near relation to the king and his partiality towards them ;

And they were immediately executed by orders from Sir
John Coniers ©.
THERE is no part of

ueft. fo obfcure, fo uncertain, fo little authentic or
b b ] b

Englifh hiftory fince the Cons
confiftent, as that of the wars between the two Rofes :
Hiftorians differ about many material circumfitances’; fome
events of the utmoft confequence, in which they almoft
all agree, are incredible and contradicted by records f
and it is remarkable, that this profound darknefs falls
upon us juft on the eve of the reftoration of letters, and
when the art of Printing was already known in Europe.
All we can diftinguifh with certainty through the deep
cloud, which covers that period, is a fcene of horror and
bloodfhed, favage manners, arbitrary executions, and
treacherous, difhonourable conduét in all parties. There
is no poffibility, for inftance, of accounting for the views
and intentions of the earl of Warwic at this time, It is
agreed, that he refided, together with his fon-in-law,
the duke of Clarence, in his government of Calais, dur-
ing the commencement of this rebellion ; and that his
brother Montague a&ted with vigour againft the northern
rebels, We may thence prefume, that the'infurrection
had not proceeded from the fecret counfels and inftigation
of Warwic ; though the murder, committed by the re.
bels, on the earl of Rivers, his capital enemy, forms, on
the other hand, a violent prefumption againft him. He
and Clarence came over to England, offered their fervice
to Edward, were received without any fufpicion, werg

¢ Fabian, fol, 217, f See note [1] at the end of the yolume:

entruﬁ:«%
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¢ntrufted by him in the higheft commands £, and ftill per-C H ;‘I B
fevered in their fidelity. Soon after, we find the rebels ;__2,...._)
quieted and difperfed by a general pardon granted by Ed- 146y
ward from the advice of the earl of Warwic : n.twhy fo
courageous a prince, if fecure of Warwic’s fidelity, thould

have granted a general pardon to men, who had been
guilty of fuch violent and perfonal outrages againft him,

is not intelligible ; nor why that nobleman, if unfaithful,
fhould have endeavoured to appeafe a rebellion, of which

he was able to make fuch advantages. But it appears,
that, after this infurre&ion, there was an interval of
peace, during which the king loaded the family of Nevil

with honours and favours of the higheft nature ; He made

lord Montague a Marquefs, by the fame name : He cre-

ated his fon, George, duke of Bedford ®: Ib publicly
declared his intention of marrying that young nobleman

to his eldeft daughter, Elizabeth, Wlm, as he had yet no

fons, was prefumptive heir ‘of the crown: Yet we find,

that, foon after, being invited to a feaft by the archbithop

of York, a younger brother of Warwic and Montague,

he entertained a fudden fufpicion, that they intended to

feize his perfon or to murder him: And he abruptly left

the entertainment i,

SooN after, there broke out another rebellion, which  az708
is as unaccountable as all the preceding events ; chiefly
becaufe no fufficient reafon is affigned for it, and becaufe,
fo far as appears, the family of Nevil had no hand in ex-
citing and fomenting it. It arofe in Lincolnfhire, and

as hcaded by Sir Robert Welles, fon to the lord of that
name, Fhe army of the rcb;ls amounted to 30,000
men ; but lord Welles himfelf, far from giving counte=

nance to them, fled into a fanctuary, in order to fecure

g Rymer, vol. xi. p, 647, 649, 650, b Cottop, p» 702
¢ Fipgm, Ed, IV, ad fin, Sprotti,
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his perfon againft the king’s anger or fufpicions. He was
allured from this retreat by a promife of fafety ; and was
foon after, notwithftanding this aflurance, beheaded,
along with Sir Thomas Dymoc, by orders from Ed-
ward ¥, The king fought a battle with the rebels, de-
feated them, took Sir Robert Welles and Sir Thomas
Launde prifoners, and ordered them immediately to be
beheaded.

Epwarp, during thefe tranfa&ions, had entertained
fo little jealoufy of the earl of Warwic or duke of Cla-
rence, that he fent them with commiflions of array to
levy forces againft the rebels ' : But thefe malcontents,
as foon as they left the court, raifed troops in their own
name, iflued declarations againft the government, and
complained of grievances, oppreffions, and bad minifters,
The unexpected defeat of Welles difconcerted all their
meafures ; and they retired northwards into Lancathire,
where they expeGted to be joined by lord Stanley, who
had married the earl of Warwic’s fifter. But as that no-
bleman refufed all concurrence with them, and as lord
Montague alfo remained quiet in Yorkfhire ; they were
obliged to difband their army, and to fly into Devonthire,
where they embarked and made fail towards Calais ™.

THE deputy-governor, whom Warwic had left at
Calais, was one Vaucler, a Gafcon, who feeing the
ear] return in this miferable condition, refufed him ad-
mittance ; and would not fo much as permit the dutchefs
of Clarence to land; though, a few days before, fhe
had been delivered on fhip-board of a fon, and was at
that time extiremely difordered by ficknefs, With diffi-

k Hall, fol, 264. Fabrian, fol, 2:18.  Habington, p. 442, Hollingfhed,
- 674. 1 Rymer, vol. xi. p. 652.

m The king offered by proclamation a reward of 100e pounds, or 108
pounds a year in land, to any that would feize them, Whence we may learn
that land was at that time fold for about ten years purchafe, See Rymer,
wol, X1y ps 6544

culty,
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culty, he would allow a few flaggons of wine to be car-
ried to the fhip for the ufe of the ladies : But as he was a
man of fagacity, and well acquainted with the revolu-
tions to which England was fubject, he fecretly apolo-
gized to Warwic for this appearance of infidelity, and
reprefented it as proceeding entirely from zeal for his fer-
vice. - He faid, that the fortrefs was ill fupplied with pro-
vifions ; that he could not depend on the attachment of
the garrifon ; that the inhabitants, who lived by the Eng-
lith commerce, would certainly declare for the eftablithed
government ; that the place was at prefent unable to refift
the power of England on the one hand, and that of, the
duke of Burgundy on the other; and that, by feeming to
declare for Edward, he would acquire the confidence of
that prince, and ftill keep it in his power, when it
thould become fafe and prudent, to reftore Calais to
its ancient mafter®, It is uncertain, whether Warwic
was fatisfied with this apelogy, or fufpected a double in-
fidelity in Vaucler ; but he feigned to be entirely con-
vinced by him ; and having feized fome Flemith veffels,
which he found lying off Calais, he immediately made
fail towards France,

THE king of France, uneafy at the clofe cenjunc-
tion between Edward and the duke of Burgundy, re-
ceived with the greateft demonftrations of regard the
unfortunate Warwic°, with whom he had formerly
maintained a fecret correfpondence, and whom he hoped
ftill to make his inftrument, in overturning the govern-
ment of England, and re-eftablithing the houfe of Lan-
cafter. No animofity was ever greater than that which
had long prevailed between that houfe and the earl of
Warwic. His father had been executed by orders from
Margaret : He himfelf had twice reduced Henry to cap=

n Comines, liv. 3. cap. 4. Hall, fol; 2¢35, o Polyd, Virg,
P 519

tivity,

237

CHAP.
XX
Mmoo ed
1470




238 }iISTOE&,OF EI {JJJ‘ .L\:A/a

“;‘:’k.": P.tivity, had banifhed the queen;, had puit to death all theié
\.._..v..:...) moft zealous partizans either in the field or on the fcaf-
3479 fold, and had occafioned innumerable ills to that un=
happy family. For this reafon, believing that fuch
inveterate rancour could never admit of any cordial re-
conciliation; he had not mentioned Henry’s name, when
he took arms againft Edward ; and he rather endeavoured
to prevail by means of his own adherents, than revive a
party, which he fincerely hated. But his prefent di-
ftrefles and the entreaties of Lewis, made him hearken
to terms of accommodation ; and Margaret being fent
for from Angers, where the then refided, an agreement
was from common intereft foon concluded bu.ueen them.
It was ftipulated, that Warwic thould efpoufe the caufe
of Henry, and endeavour to reftore him to liberty and

fo re-effablifh him on the throne; that the adminiftra-
tion of the government, during the minority of young
Edward, Henry’s fon, fhould be entrufted co.‘Jomt]y to
thie earl of Warwic and the duke of Clarence; th: X
prince Edward fhould marry the lady Anne, fecond
daushter of that nobleman ; and that the crown; in cafe
that prince, fhould de-

of the failure of male iflu¢ in
fcend to the duke of Clarence, to thé eifttite exclufion of
king Edward and his pofterity, Never was (:onfcheracy,
on all fides, lefs natural or more evidently the work of
neceflity ;: But Warwic hoped, that all for mer paffions
of the Lancaftrians might be loft in ptefent political
views; and that at worft, the independant power of his
family, and the affetions of the people, would fuffice to
give him fecurity, and enable him to exact the full per-
formance of all the conditions agreed on. The marriage
of prince Edward with the lady Anne was immediately

celebrated in France.
EpwArD forefaw, that it would be eafy to diffolve
an alliance, compofed of fuch. difcordant parts, For
this




EDWARD 1V,

addrefs, wh
Clarence, and who, under colour of attend

ftrefs, was empowered to negociate with the duke

to renew the connexions of that prince with his own
family », She reprefented to Clarence, that he had un-
warily, to his own ruin, become the inffrument of War-
wic’s vengeance, and had thrown himﬂ'lfct\.tiz{ly in the
power of his moft inveterate enemies; that the mortal
injuries, which the one royal family had fuffered from
the other, were now paft all forgivenefs, and no imagi-
nary union of interefts could ever fuffice to obliterate
them ; that even if the leaders were willing to forget
paft offences, the animofity of their adherents would pre=
vent a {incere coalition of parties, and would, in fpite

of all temporary and verbal agreements, .preferve an
i J =Y bl

eternal oppofition of meafures between them ; and that a
pri 1 erted his own kindred, and joined the
murderers of his father, left himfelf fingle, without
friends, without protection, and - would not, when mif-
fortunes inevitably fell upon him, be fo much as entitled
to any pity or regard from the reft of mankind, Cla-
rence was only one and twenty years of age, and feems

to have poflefled but a flender capacity ; yet could he

e, who def;

eafily fee the force of thefe reafons ; and upon the pro-
mife of forgivenefs from his brother, he fecretly engaged,

n a favourable opportunity, to defert the earl of Warwic,
and abandon the Lancaftrian party,

During this negociation, Warwic was fecretly carrya
ing on a correfpondence of the fame nature with his
brother, the marquefs of Montague, who was entirely
trufted by Edward ; and like motives produced a like re-
folution in that nobleman. The marquefs alfo, that he
might render the projeéted blow the more deadly and

P Comines, liv, 3. chap, 5+ Hall, fol, 207, Holingthed, p. 673.

incurable,
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C H A P.incurable, refolved, on his fide, to watch a favourable

P,

\__,_V_._zopportunity for committing Ais perfidy, and ftill to main-

3470 - tain the appearance of bcmc a zealous adherent to the

September.

houfe of York.

ArTER thefe mutual fnares were thus carefully laid,
the decifion of the quarrel advanced apace. Lewis pre=
pared a fleet to efcort the earl of Warwic, and granted
him a fupply of men and moneyd. The duke of Bur-
gundy, on the other hand, enraged at that nobleman for
his feizure of the Flemifh veflels before Calais, and anxi-
ous to fupport the reigning family in England, with
whom his own interefts were now conneéted, fitted out a
larger fleet, with which he guarded the Channel ; and he

in ce{fanty warned his bxomcr-m-law of the imminent
perils, to which he was expofed. But Edward, though
always brave and often ative, had little forefight or
penetration. He was not fenﬁble of his danger: He
made no {uitable preparations againft the earl of War-
wict: He even faid, that the duke might fpare himfelf
the trouble of guarding the feas, and that he withed for
nothing more than to fee Warwic fet foot on Englifh
ground *. A vain confidence in his own prowefs, joined
to the immoderate love of pleafure, had made him inca-
pable of all found reafon and refle&ion.

THE event foon happened, of which Edward feemed

Warwicand {5 defirous. A ftorm difperfed the Flemith navy, and

Clarence re~

turn.

left the fea open to Warwict, That nobleman feized
the opportunity, and fetting fail, quickly landed at
Dartmouth, with the duke of Clarence, the earls of Ox-
ford and Pembroke, and a fmall body of troops; while
the king was in the north, engaged in fuppreffing an in-
furreGion, which had been raifed by lord Fitz-Hugh,

9 Comines, liv, 3. chap. 4. Hall, fol. 207, r Grafton, p. 687.

s Comines, liv. 3. chap. 5. Hall, fol. 2084 t Comines, liv. 3.
chap. .

brothera

3
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brother-in-law to Vv’ar'\"’-“. The fcene, which enfues,C H A P.

refembles more the fiCtion

event in true h;ﬂom I rious rity of 1470
Warwic v, the zeal of the Lancaftrian party, the fpirit
of difcontent with which many were infected,; and the
general inftability of the Englith nation, occafioned by

the late frequent revolutions, drew fuch multitudes to hi
ftandard, that, in a ve ery

1is army- amounted
to fixty thoufand mcn, and was continually encreafing.
Edward haftened fouthwards

two armie approached each

where a decifive a&ion was every

and

ty of
e 'y
ign to

who I‘ruwz?!iﬁ:d urrence :
They took to arms in the -time, and haftened with

loud ac

(@]

Iam;ztions to Edward’s quarters: The king
alarmed at the noife, and ftarting from bed, heard
yy the Fancaftrian

varty., Lord Haftings, his cl'v.‘m.x‘ax:r’;;in, informed him

+h Cort - Fiallsr
the cry of war, ufually

and urged him to make his efcape by

DM ar

where he had fo many con-

cealed enemies, and y attached

to his fervice, He h: eback, 2 nd

T\(u

on board '\’;l’

to }um'y with a f{mall retinue -to

{

where he luckily found fome

which he infta antly embarked v, - this_manner, r.*

the earl of Wary wic, in no longer {p

Kino=-

after his firft landing, was left
dom.
But Edward’s da

h his embarka-
tion. The Eafterlings ns were then at

u Hall, fol. 2cg, w Comines, live 3. chap. 5. Hall, fol. 208.

Vou. 111, R war
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€ ¥ A P, war both with France and England ; and fome fhips of

XXIL . g ; :
, thefe people, hovering on the Englith coaft, efpied the

1470,

king’s veflels, and gave chace to them ; nor was it with-
out extreme difficulty that he made his efcape into the
port of Alcmaer in Holland, He had fled from England
with fuch precipitation, that he had carried nothing of
value along with him ; and the only reward, which he
could beftow on the captain of the veflel that brought
him over, was a robe lined with fables; promifing him
an ample recompence, if fortune fhould ever become
more propitious to him *,

It is not likely, that Edward could be very fond of
prefenting himfelf in this lamentable plight before the
duke of Burgundy; and that having fo fuddenly, after
his mighty vaunts, loft all footing in his own kingdom,
he could be infenfible to the ridicule which muft attend
him in the eyes of that prince, The duke, on his part,
was no lefs embarrafled how he fhould receive the de-
throned monarch. As he had ever borne a greater af-
fetion to the houfe of Lancafter than to that of York,
nothing but political views had engaged him to contract
an alliance with the latter; and he forefaw, that pro-
bably the revolution in England would now turn this
alliance againft him, and render the reigning family his
implacable and jealous enemy. For this reafon, when
the firft rumour of that event reached him, attended with
the circumftance of Edward’s death, he feemed rathe:
pleafed with the cataftrophe; and it was no agreeable dif-
appointment to find, that he muft either undergo the
burthen of fupporting an exiled prince, or the dithonour
of abandoning fo near a relation. He began already te
fay, that his connexions were with the kingdom of Eng-
land, not with the king; and it was indifferent to him,
whether the name of Edward or that of Henry were

x Comines, liv, 3. chap, §e
employel
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employed in the articles of treaty. Thefe fentiments were f(?XA P,
: 3 S > XXil,
continually ftrengthened by the fubfequentevents. Vaucler, . )

the deputy governor of Calais, though he had been con-
firmed in his command by Edward; and had even received
a penfion from the duke of Burgundy on account of his
fidelity to the crown, no {doner {aw his old mafter, War-
wic, reinftated in authority, than he declared for him,
and with great demonftrations of zeal and attachment,
put the whole garrifon in kis livery. And the intelli-
gence, which the duke received every day from England,
feemed t6 promife an entire and full fettlement in the
family of Lancafter;

IMMEDIATELY after Edward’s flight had left the king-
dom at Warwic’s difpofal, that nobleman haftened to
Tondon: and tiking Henry from his confinement in the
Tower, into which he himfelf had been the chief caufe
of throwing him, he proclaimed him king with great
folemnity. A parliament was fummoned, in the name
of that pririce, to meet at Weftminfter; and as this
affembly could pretend to no liberty, while furfounded
by fuch enraged and infolent vi€tors; governed by fuch
an impetuou$ fpirit as Warwic, their votes were entirely
di@ated by the ruliny fa&tion. The treaty with Mar-
garet was here fully executed: Henty was recognized as
Jawful king; but his incapacity for government being
avowed, the regericy was entrufted to Warwic and Cla-
tence till the majority of prince Edward; and in default
of that prince’s iffue; Clarence was declared fucceflor to
the crown. ‘The ufual bufinefs alfo of reverfals went on
without oppofition: Every ftatute, made during the reign
of Edward, was repealed ; that prince was declared to
Be an ufurper; he and his adherents were attainted ; and
in particular, Richard duke of Glocefter; his younger
brother: All the attainders of the Lancaftrians, the dukes
of Somerfet and Exeter, the earls of Richmond, Pem-

R 2 prokey
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broke, Oxford, and Ormond, were reverfed; and every
one was reftored, who had loft either honours or fortune,
by his former adherence to the caufe of Henry.

THE ruling party were more {paring in their execu=
tions, than was ufual after any revolution during thofe
violent times. T'he only viétim of diftinétion was John
Tibetot, earl of Worcefter. = This accomplifhed perfon,
born in an age and nation where the nobility valued
themfelves on ignorance as their privilege, and left learn-
ing to monks and fchoolmafters, for whom indeed the
{purious erudition, that prevailed, was -beft fitted, had
been ftruck with the firft rays of true fcience, which be-
gan to penetrate from the fouth, and had been zealous,
by his exhortation and example, to propagate the love of
Ietters among his unpolifhed countrymen. It is pretend-
ed, that knowledge had not produced, on this nobleman
himfelf, the effect which fo naturally attends it, of hu-
manizing the temper, and foftening the heart?; and that
he had enraged the Lancaftrians againft him, by the \fe-
verities which he exercifed upon them, during the pre-
valence of his own party. He endeavoured to conceal
himfelf after the flight of Edward; but was caught on
the top of a tree in the foreft of Weybridge, was con-
ducted to London, tried before the earl of Oxford, con-
demned and executed. All the other confiderable
Yorkifts either fled beyond fea, or took thelter in fanétu-
aries ; where the ecclefiaftical privileges afforded them
prote&ion. In London alone, it is computed, that no
lefs than 2000 perfons faved themfelves in this manner 2 ;
and among the reft, Edward’s queen, who was there
delivered of a fon, called by his father’s name?.

Queen Margaret, the other rival queen, had not yet
appeared in England, but on recciving intelligence of

¥y Hall, fol. 210, Stowe, p. 422. z Comines, livs 3. chap..7.

a Hall, fol, 210, Stowe, p, 423, Holingthed, p, 677.  Graftony

p: 690, ;
3 Warwic’s
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Warwic’s fuccefs, was preparing with prince EdwardC H A P,
XXII.

for her journey.~ All the banifhed Lancaftrians flocked i

to her; and among the reft, the duke of Somerfet, fon
of the duke beheaded after the battle of Hexham. This
nobleman, who had long been regarded as the head of
the party, had fled into the Low Countries on the dif-
comfiture of his friends; and as he concealed his'name
and quality, he had there languifhed in extreme indi-
gence. Philip de Comines tells us®, that he himfelf
faw him, as well as the duke of Exeter, in a condition
no better than that of a common beggar ; till being dif-
covered by Philip duke of Burgundy, they had fmall
penfions allotted them, and were living in filence and
obfcurity, when the fuccefs of their party called them
from their retreat. But both Somerfet and Margaret
were detained by contrary winds from reaching Eng-
land ¢, till a new revolution in that kingdom, no lefs
fudden and furprifing than the former, threw them in-
to grcafcr mifery than that from which they had juft
emerged.

TuoucH the duke of Burgundy, by negle&ing Ed-
ward, and paying court to the eftablifhed government,
had endeavoured to conciliate the friendfhip of the Lan-
caftrians, he found that he had not fucceeded to his
wifh; and the connexions between the king of France
and the earl of Warwic, ftill held him in great anxiety 4.
This nobleman, too haftily regarding Charles as a de-
termined enemy, had fent over to Calais a body of 4000
men, who made inroads into the Low Countries ¢; and
the duke of Burgundy faw himfelf in danger of being
overwhelmed by the united arms of England and of France.
He refolved therefore to grant fome afliftance to his
brother-in-law ; butin fuch a covert manner, as fhould

¢ Grafton, p. 6g92. Polyd, Virg, p. 522.
¢ Comines, liv, 3. chap, 6.

R 3 give

b Liv. 3. ¢
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€ H A P.ojve the leaft offence poffible to the Englith government.

XXIT,

s— —Heequipped four large veflels, in the name of fome pri-

2471,

2 5thMarch.
Edward IV,
yeturns,

vate merchants, at Tcrvcer in Zealand ; and caufing
fourteen fhips to be fecretly hired from the Eafterlings,
he delivered this {mall fquadron to Edward, who, rcceiv—:
ing alfo a fum of money from the duke, immediately fet
fail for England, No fooner was Charles informed of
his departure, than he iffued a proclamation inhibiting
all his fubjeéts from giving him countenance or affift-
ance 3 an artifice which could not deceive the earl of
Warwic, but which might ferve as a decent pretence, if
that nobleman were fo difpofed, for maintaining fnend-
thip with the duke of Burgundy.

EpwARD, impatient to take revenge on his enemies,
and to recover his loft authority, made an attempt to land
with his forces, which exceeded not 2000 men, on the
coaft of Norfolk; but being there repulfed, he failed
northwards, and ducmoarkcd at Rdvcn{pur in York-
thire. Finding, that the new magiftrates, who had been
appointed by the earl of Warwic, kept the people
every where from joining him, he pretended, and even
made oath, that he came not to challenge the crown,
but only the inheritance of the houfe of York, which of
right belonged to him, and that he did not intend to
difturb the peace of the kingdom. His partizans every
moment flocked to his ftandard : He was admitted into
the city of York: And he was foon in fuch a fituation,
as gave him hopes of fucceeding in all his claims and
pretenfions. The marquis of Montague commanded in
the northern counties ; but fropn fome myfterious reafons,
which, as well as many other important tranfaétions in
that age, no hiftorian has cleared up, he totally neglc&~
ed the bcmm nings of an infurre&tion, which he ought
to have c.ﬁecmcd fo formidable. Warwic aflembled an

f Comines, liv. 3. chap. 6.

army
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army at Leicefter, with an intention of meeting and ofC )f("xﬁ P.
giving battle to the enemy ; but Edward, by taking an- i, i
other road, pafled him unmolefted, and prefented himfelf 747!

before the gates of London. Had he here been refufed
admittance, he was totally undone : But there were many
reafons, which inclined the citizens to favour him.
His numerous friends, iffuing from their fanctuaries,
were aftive in his caufe; many rich merchants, who had
formerly Jent him money, faw no other chance for their
payment but his reftoration ; the city-dames, who had
been liberal of their favours to him, and who ftill re-
tained an affetion for this young and gallante prince,
fwayed their hufbands and friends in his favour ¢ ; and
above all, the archbifhop of York, Warwic’s brother,
to whom the care of the city was committed, had
fecretly, from unknown reafons, entered into a corre-
fsondence with him ; and he facilitated Edward’s admif-
fion into London, ‘The moft likely caufe, which can

1xth Aprils

be affigned for thofe multiplied infidelities, even in the
family of Nevil itfelf, is the fpirit of faction, which,
when it becomes inveterate, it isvery difficult for any man
entirely to fhake off. Thefe perfons, who had long diftin-
guithed themfelves in the York party, were unable to
2t with zeal and cordiality for the fupport of the Lan-
caftrians ; and they were inclined, by any profpect of fa-
vour or accommodation offered them by Edward, to return
to their ancient connexions. However this may be, Ed-
ward’s entrance into London, made him mafter not only
of that rich and powerful city, but alfo of the per-
fon of Henry, who, deftined to be the perpetual fport
of fortune, thus fell again into the hands of his ene-

mies ",
It appears not, that Warwic, during his thort admi-
piftration, which had continued only fix months, had

g Comines, liv. 3. chap. 7. b Grafton, p. 702

R 4 beeny
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C H A P. been guilty of any unpopular act, or had anywife des

XXII.

\ ferved to lofe that general favour, with which he had

1471,

fo lately overwhelmed Edward. But this prince, who was
formerly on the defenfive, was now the aggreflor ; and
having overcome the difficulties, which always attend the
beginnings of an infurrection, pofleflcd many advantages
above his enemy: His partizans were actuated by that
zeal and courage, which the notion of an attack infpires ;
his opponents were intimidated for a like reafon ; every
one, who had been difappointed in the hopes, which he
had entertained from Warwic’s elevation, either became a
cool friend, or an open enemy to that nobleman ; and each
malcontent, from whatever caufe, proved an acceffion to
Edward’s army. The king, therefore, found himfelf in
a condition to fice the earl of Warwic; who, being re-
inforced by his fon-in-law, the duke of Clarence, and his
brother the marquis of Montague, took poft at Barnet,
in the n("tlhbomh(‘(m of London. The arrival of queen
Mar

together all the genuine meaf‘crians, and have brought

garct was every day expected, who would have drawn

a great acceflion to Warwic’s forces: But this very con-

¢}

fideration proved a motive to the earl rather to hurry on a

ion, than to fhare the viftory with rivals and
s, who, he forefaw, would, in cafe of fuc-
cefs, claim the chicfmeritin the enterprizei, But while
his jealoufy was all directed towards that fide, he overs
looked the dangerous infidelity of friends, who lay the
neareft to his bofom. His brother, Montague, who had
lately temporized, feems now to have remained fincerely
attached to the interefts of his family ; But his fon-in-
law, though bound to him by every tie of honour and
gratit L‘d , though he fhared the power of the regency,
though he d been invefted by Warwic in all the ho-
nours and patrimony of the houfe of York, refolved ta

i Cominss, liv. 3. chap, 7,
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fulfi] the fecret engagements, which he had formerlyC H A P,
ixgipki s

taken with his brother, and to fupport the interefts of his

own family : He deferted to the king in the night-time

AA\)

and carried over a body of 12,000 men along with him &,
Warwic was now tpo far advanced to.retreat

rejgtlcd with difdain all terms of peace offered him by
Edward and Clarence, he was obliged to hazard a general
engagement. The battle was fought with obftinacy on r4th ApriL.
both fides: The two armies, in imitation of their ]cmcrs,;‘):,"}f ‘:nd
difplayed uncommon valour: And the viétory remained imh of

Y arv l‘,.

; and as he

long undecided between them. But an accident threw
he balance to the fide of the Yorkifts. Edward’s
cognifance was a fun ; that of Warwic a ftar with rays;
and the miftinefs of the morning rendering it difficuit
to diftinguifh them, the earl of Oxford, who fought
on the fide of the Lancaftrians, was, by miftake, attacked
by his friends, and chaced off the ficld of battle . War-
wic, contrary to his more ufual pratice, engaged that
day on foot, refolving to'thow his army, that he meant to
thare every fortune with them ; and he was flain in the
thickeft of the engagement ™ : His brother underwent the

fame fate : And as ]‘ lward h.‘d iffued orders not to give
any (nv:’z‘t'*r, a great and undiftinguifhed flaughter was
made in the purfuit”. There fell about 1500 on the fide
of the viftor:

£ fame day,on which this decifive battle was fought°,

queenMargaretand crf\n,nowmom eighteen years of age,
and a young prince of great hopes, landed at Weymouth,
fupported by a fmall body of French forces. When this
princefs received intelligence of her hufband’s captivity,
and of the defeat and death of the earl .of Warwic, her

coura

re, which had fupported her under fo ‘many difaf-

=
oI

k Grafon, p,700. Comines, liv. 3. chap, 7, Leland’s colle. vol, ii.

Pe 565, 1 Habington, p. 449. m Comines, liv. 3.
chap. 7. n Hall, fol. 213, o Leland’s Colleét, vol. ii.
Pe 5035
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C H A P.trous events, here quite left her;
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and the immediate]y
forefaw all the difmal confequences of this calamity. At
firft, fhe took fanctuary in the abbey of Beaulieu? ; but
being encouraged by the appearance of T'udor, earl of
Pembroke, and Courtney, earl of Pevonthire, of the lords
Wenloc and St John, with other men of rank, who ex-
horted her ftill to hope for fuccefs, the refumed her for-
mer fpirity, ard determined to defend to the utmoft the
ruins of her fallen fortunes, She advanced through the
counties of Devon, Somerfet, and Glocefter, encreafing
but was at lait overtaken
Edward, at Teuke

“The Lancaftrians were here

her army on each day’s march ;
by the rapid and expeditious efbury, on
the banks of the Severne,
totally defeated : The earl of Devonthire and Jord Wen-
The . aha
about twenty other perfons of diftinétion, having taken

loc were killed in the fietd : duke of Somerfe
thelter in a church, were furrounded, dragged out, and
About 000 of their fide fell in
And the army was entirely difperfed.

immediately beheaded :
battle :

QuEreN Margaret and her fon were taken prifoners,
and brought after an

t to the ki ing,

who afked the prince, a
infulting manner, how he dared to invade his dominions ?
Fhe young prince, more mindful of his high birth than
of his' prefent fortune, replied, that he came thither ta
claim his juft inheritance. The ungenerous Edward,
infenfible to pity, ftruck him on the face with his gaunt-
and the dukes of Clarence and Glocelter, lord Haf-
tings and Sir Thomas Gray, taking the blow as a fignal
for farther violence, hurried the prince into the nexg
apartment, and there difpatched him with their daggers %,
Margaret was thrown into the Tower: King Hulry ex~

pired in that confinement a few days after the battle of

p Hall; fol, 219,
p, 528,
p. 688.

Habington, p. 451.
9 Hall, fol.
Polyd. Virg. p. 5304

* Teukefbury 3

¥

Polyd. Virg.
Hollingfhed,

Grafion, p. 706.
Habington, p. 4353«
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Teukefbury ; but whether he died a natural or vioclentC \-’f\_ﬁ P,
death is uncertain. It is pretended, and was generally SREREm S
believed, that the duke of Glocefter killed him with his s
own hands ¥t But the univerfal odium, which that prince Hemsy v1.
has incurred, incliﬁcd perhaps the nation to aggravate his
crimes without any fufficient authority. It is certain,
however, that Henry?s death was fudden ; and though he
laboured under an ill ftate of hcdl'th, this circumftance,
joined to the general manners of the age, gave a na-
tural ground of fufpicion; which was rather encreafed
than diminithed, by the expofing of his body to public
view. T'hat precaution ferved only to recal many fimi-
lar inftances in the Englifh hiftory, and to fuggeft the
compayifon.

Art the hopes of the houfe of Lancafter feemed now
to be utterly extinguifhed. Every legitimate prince of
that family was dead : Almoft every great leader of the
party had perifhed in battle or on the fcaffold s The
earl of Bembroke, who was levying forces in Wales, dif-
banded his army, when he received intelligence of the
battle of Teukefbury; and he fled into Britanny with his
nephew, the young earl of Richmond s. The baftard
of Falconberg, who had leyied fome forces, and had ad- ¢, 0.
vanced to London during Edward’s abfence, was repulfed ;
his men deferted him ; he was taken-prifoner and immedi-
ately executed t: And peace being now fully reftored to
the nation, a parliament was {ummoned, which ratified,
as ufual, all the alts of the viftor, and recognized his
legal authority.

Bur this prince, who had been fo firm, and active, and
intrepid duringbthe courfe of adverfity, was ftill unable
to refift the allurements of a profperous fortune ; and he

t Comines, Hall, fol, 223. Grafton, p. 703. s Habington,
p. 454. Polyd. Virg. p. 531, t Hollingthed, p. 689, 6g0. €93.
Hift. Croy!. cont. ps 554
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€ H A P.wholly devoted himfelf, asbefore, to pleafure and amufes
‘,_,....\,X_{..J ment, after he became entirely mafter of his kingdom,
'$72-  and had no longer any enemy who could give him anxiety
or alarm. He recovered, however, by this gay and in-
offenfive courfe of life, and by his eafy, familiar man-
ners, that popularity, which, it is natural to imagine, he

>

had loft by the repeated cruelties exercifed upon his ene-
mies 3 and the example alfo of his jovial feftivity ferved
to abate the former acrimony of faétion among his fub-
jects, and to reflore the focial difpofition, which had been

fo long interrupted betwcen the oppofite parties. Al}
men feemed to be fully fatisfied with the prefent govern=
ment; and the memory of paft calamities ferved only to
imprefs the people more ftrongly with a fenfe of their al-
legiance, and with the refolution of never incurring any
more the hazard of regewing {uch direful fcenes,

2474 BuT while the king was thus indulging himfelf in plea-
fure, he was rouzed from his lethargy by a profpe& of
foreign conquefts, which, it is probable, his defire of po-
pularity, more than the fplrit of ambition, had made him
covet. 'Though he deemed himfelf little beholden to the
duke of Burgundy, for the reception which that prince
had given him during his exile v, the political interefts of
their ftates maintained flill a clofe conne@ion between

them ; and they agreed to unite their arms in making a
powerful invafion on France. A league was formed, in

which Edward ftipulated to pafs the feas with an army,
exceeding 10,000 men, and to invade the French terri-

tories : Ch gllf:‘q promifed to join him with all his forces:
The king was to challenge the crown of France, and to
obtain at leaft the provinces of Normandy and Guienne :
The duke was to acquire Champaigne and fome other
territories, and to free all his dominions from the burthen

v Comines, liv. 3. chap. 7.
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of homage to the crown of France: And neither partyC H A P,

T
KXXTI.

was to make peace without the confent of the other . s
They were the more encouraged to hope for fuccefs from 1474
this league, as the count of St. Pol, conftable of France,
who was mafter of St. Quintin, and othér towns on the
Somme, had fecretly promifed to join them; and there
were alfo hopes of engaging the duke of DBritanny to
erter into the confederacy.

TaE profpet of a French war was always a fure means
of making the parliament open their purfes, as far as the
habits of that age would permit. They voted the king a
tenth of rents, or two fhillings in the pound ; which muft
have been very inaccurately levied, fince it produced only
31,460 pounds ; and they added to this fupply a whole
fifteenth, and three quarters of another*: Butas the king
deemed thefe fums ftill unequal to the undertaking, he
attempted to levy money by way of benevolence ; a kind of
exattion, which, except during the reigns of Henry III.
and Richard II. had not much been pra&ifed in former
times, and which, though the confent of the parties was
pretended to be gained, could not be deemed entirely volun-
tary . 'The claufes, annexed to the parliamentary grant,
fhow fufficiently the fpirit of the nation in this refpect, The ,
money levied by the fifteenth was not to be put into the
king’s hands, but to be kept in religious houfes ; and if
the expedition into France fhould not take place, it was
immediately to be refunded to the people. After thefe
grants, the parliament was diffolved, which had fittent
near two years and a half, and had undergone feveral
prorogations ; a practice not very ufual at that time in
England.

w-Rymer, vol. xi. p. 806, 867, 808, Xc.
* Cotton, p. 696, 700. Hift. Croyl. cont. p. 558.
¥ Hall, fol, 226, Habisgton, p. 461, Graften, p, 719,  Fabian, fol,
21,
6
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TrE king paffed over to Calais with an army of 1500

men at arms, and 15,000 afchers ; attended by all the

la73
Tnvahion of

France,

chief nobility of England, who, prognoihcatmg future
fucceffes from the paft, were eager to appear on this orcat
theatre of honour# But all thur fanguine hopes were
da mocd when they fouml on entering the French terri-
tories; that nexthcr did the confi"mle open his gates to
them, nor the duke of bur"ru'ldy bring them the fmalieft
afliftance. That prince, tmnfportcd by his ardent tem-
per, had carried all his armies to a great diftance, and
had employed them in wars on the frontiers of (xermany,
and againft the duke of Lorrain: And t}*ourrh he came in
perfon to Edward, and endeavoured to apoloalzc for this
breach of treaty, there was no profpect that they would
be able this campaign to make a conjunction with' thg
Englith. This circumftance gave greaf difguft to the
king, and inclined him to hearken to thofe advances;

which Lewis continually made him for an accommoda-~
tion, :

THAT monarch, more fwayed by political views than
by the point of honour, deemed no fubmiffions too meany
which might free him from enemies, who had proved fo
foumdablc to his predeceflors, and who, united to fo
mdny other enemies; might ftill {hake the well- eftablifhed
oovernment of France. It appears from Comines, that
di{'cipline was, at this time, very imperfeCt among the
Englifh ; and that their civil wars, though long conti-
nued, yet, being always decided by hafty battles, had ftilk
left them ignorant of the improvements, which' the milis
tary art was beginning to receive upon the continent %
But as Lewis was fenfible, that the warlike genius of the

% Comines, liv. 4. chap. 5, This author fays, (chap. 15.) that the king
artfully brought over fome of the richeft of his fubjects, who, he knew,
would be foon tired of the war, and would promote all propofals of peaces

.which, he forefiw, would be foon neceffarys

a Comines, liv. 4. chap, 5.

people
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people would foon render them excellent foldiers, he was
far from defpifing them for their prefent want of experi-
ence ; and he employed all his art to detach them from
the alliance of Burgundy. When Edward fent him
a herald to.claim the crown of France, and to carry him
a defiance in cafe of refufal : fo far from anf{wering to this
bravado in like haughty terms, he replied with great tem-
per, and even made the herald a confiderable prefent :
He took afterwards an opportunity of fending a herald to
the Englith camp; and having given him diretions to
apply to thg lords Stanley and Howard, who, he heard,
were friends to peace, he defired the good offices of thefe
noblemen in promoting an accommodation with their
mafter . As Edward was now fallen into like difpofi-
tions, a truce was foon concluded on terms more advan-
tageous than honourable to Lewis. He ftipulated to pay
Edward immediately 75,000 crowns, on condition that
he fhould withdraw his army from France, and promifed
to pay him 50,c00 crowns a year during their joint lives :
It was added, that the dauphin, when of age, fhould
marry Edward’s eldeft daughter¢. In order to ratify this
treaty, the two monarchs agreed to have a perfonal inter-
view ; and for that purpofe, fuitable preparations were
made at Pecquigni near Amiens. A clofe rail was drawn
acrofs a bridge in that place, with no larger intervals than
would allow the arm to pafs; a precaution againft a
fimilar accident to that which befel the duke of Bur-
gundy in his conference with the dauphin at Montereau.
Edward and Lewis came to the oppofite fides ; conferred
orivately together ; and having confirmed their friendfhip,
and interchanged many mutual civilities, they foon after
parted ©,

b Comines, liy. 4+ chap. 5. Hall, fol, 227. ¢ Comines, liv. 4,
chap. 7. 4 Rymer, vol. xii, ps 17, e Comines, livs 4s
chap, 9.

Lewis
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Lewis was anxious not only to gain the king’s friends
thip; but alfo that of the nation, and of all the confider-
able perfons in the Englifh court, He beftowed penfions,
to the amount of 16,000 crowns a year, on feveral of the
king’s favourites; on lord Haftings two thoufand crowns ;
on lord Howard and others. in proportion ; and thefe
great minifters were not afhamed thus to receive wages
from a foreign princef, As the two armies, after the
conclufion of the truce, remained fome time in the neigh-
bourhood of each other, the Englith were not only ad=
mitted freely into Amiens, where Lewis refided, but Had
alfo their charges defrayed, and had wine and viftuals
furnithed them in every inn, without any payn{cnt’s be-
ing demanded. They flocked thither in fuch multitudes;
that once above nine thoufand of them were in the town;

(91¢]

and they might have made themfelves mafters of the king’s
perfon ; but Lewis, concluding from their jovial and
diffolute manner of living, that they bad no bad inten-
tions, was careful not to betray the leaft fign of fear or
jealoufy. And when Edward, informed of this diforder;
s againft them ; he replied,

defired him to fhut the g
that he wauld never agree to exclude the Englifh from the
place where he refided ; but that idward, if he pleafed,
might recal them, and place his own officers at the gates
of Amiens to prevent their returning ®.

Lewis’s defire of confirming a mutual amity with Eng-
land, engaged him even to make imprudent advances;
which it coft him afterwards fome pains to evade. In the
conference at Pecquigni, he had faid to Edward, that he
wifhed to have a vifit from himat Paris ; thathe would there
endeavour to amufe him .with the ladies; and that, in
mited, he would affign

cafe any offences were then com
him the cardinal of Bourbon for confeflor, who, from
fellow-feeling, would not be over and above fevere in the

f. Hall, fol, 233. ¢ Comines, liv. 4. chap, 9¢ Hall, fol. 233

penances




penances which he would enjoin. ~ This hint madeCH 2 P. i
deeper imprefion than Lewis intended. Lord Howard,— — i
who accompanied him back to Amiens, told him, in con- 7475 !
fidence, that, if he wete fo difpofed; it would not be im-

pofiible to perfuade Edward to take a journey with him to

Paris; where they might make merry together. Lewis

pretended at firft not to hear the offer; but on Howard’s ,
repeating it, he exprefled his concern, that his wars with
the duke of Burgundy would not permit him to attend
his royal gueft, and do him the honours he intended.
<« Edward,” faid he, privately to Comines, ‘“is a very
<< handfome and a very amorous prince: Some lady at
<¢ Paris may like him as well as he fhall do her; and may
¢ jnvite him to return in another manner. It is better i

¢ that the fea be betweent us b.”

Tuis treaty did very little honour to either of thefe _
monarchs : It difcovered the imprudence of Edward, who
had taken his meafures fo ill with his allies, as to be it
obliged, after fuch an expenfive ‘armament, to return
without making any acquifitions, adequate to them : It
fhowed the want of dignity in Lewis, who, rather than
run the hazard of a battle, agreed to fubjet his kingdom
to a tribute, and thus acknowledge the fuperiority of a .
neighbouring prince, poflefled of lefs power and territory f
than himfelf. But as Lewis made intereft the fole teft of |
honour, he thought that all the advantages of the treaty P
were on his fide, and that he had over-reached Edward, ‘
by fending him out of France on fuch eafy terms. For
this reafon, he was very folicitous to conceal his triumph 3
and he ftri¢tly enjoined his courtiers never to fhow
the Englith the leaft fign of mockery or derifion. But
he did not himfelf very carefully obferve fo prudent
a rule : He could not forbear, one day, in the joy of his
heart, throwing out fome raillery on the eafy fimplicity

h Comines, liv. 4« chap, 10, Habington, p. 469,

Vo, 1L S of




HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

€ H A P.of Edward and his council; when he perceived, that he

XXIL

\ , was overheard by a Gafcon, who had fettled in England.

¥475-

He was immediately fenfible of his indifcretion; fent a
meflage to the gentleman ; and offered him fuch advan-
tages in his own country, as engaged him to remain in
France. It is but juft, faid he, that I pay the penalty of
my talkativenefs '

TuE moft honourable part of Lewis’s treaty with Ed-
ward was the ftipulation for the liberty of queen Mar«
garet, who, though after the death of her hufband and
fon 1he could o longer be formidable to government, was
@il detained in cuftody by Edward: Lewis paid fifty
thoufand crowns for her ranfom ; and that princels, whe
had been fo a&ive on the ftage of the world, and who had
experienced fuch a variety of fortune, pafled the remainder
of her days in tranquillity and privacy, till the year 1482,
when fhe died : An admirable princefs, but more illufs
trious by her undaunted fpirit in adverfity, than by her
moderation in profperity. She feems neither to have en-
joyed the virtues, nor been fubjeét to the weaknefles of
her fex ; and was as much tainted with the ferocity, as
endowed with the courage, of that barbarous age, in
which fhe lived.

Troucu Edward had fo little reafon to be fatisfied
with the conduét of the duke of Burgundy, he referved
to that prince a power of acceding to the treaty of Pec-
quigni : But Charles, when the offer was made him,
haughtily replied, that he was able to fupport himfelf
without the afliftance of England, and that he would make
no peace with Lewis, till three months after Edward’s
return into his own country. This prince poflefled all
the ambition and courage of a conqueror ; but being de-
fective in policy and prudence, qualities no lefs eflential,
he was unfortunate in all his enterprizes; and perifhed

1 Comines, liv. 3, chap. z0,
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at laft in battle againft the Swifs * ; a people whom he € )iix:;\r P.
defpifed, and who, though brave and free, had hithcrto__;,_:_J
been in a manner overlooked in the general {yftem of Eu-
rope. 'This event, which happened in the year 1477, *477°
produced a gréat alteration in the views of all the princes,
and was attended with confequences which were felt for
many generations. Charles left only one daughter,
Mary, by his firft wife; and this princefs, being heir
of his opulent and extenfive dominions, was courted
by all the potentates of Chriftendom, who contended
for the pofleflion of fo rich a prize. Lewis, the head
of her family, might, by a proper application, have
obtained this match for the dauphin, and have thereby
tinited to the crown of France all the provinces of the
Low Countries, together with Burgundy, Artois, and
Picardy ; which would at once have rendered his king-
dom an overmatch for all its neighbours. But a man
wholly interefted is as rare as one entirely endowed with
the oppofite quality ; and Lewis, though impregnable to
all the fentiments of generofity and friendfhip, was, on
this occafion, carried from the road of true policy by the
paffions of animofity and revenge. He had imbibed fo
deep a hatred to the houfe of Burgundy, that he rather
chofe to fubdue the princefs by arms, than unite her to his
family by marriage : He conquered the dutchy of Burgundy
and that part of Picardy, which had been ceded to Philip
the Good by the treaty of Arras: But he thereby forced
the ftates of the Netherlands to beftow their fovereign in
marriage on Maximilian of Auftria, fon of the emperor
Frederic, from whom they looked for protection in their
prefent diftrefles : And by thefe means, France loft the
opportunity, which fhe never could recal; of making that
impartant acquifition of power and territory.

k Comines, liv. 5. chap. 8,
8 2 Durirve
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Durina this interefting crifis, Edward was no lefs

.defective in policy, and was no lefs adtuated by private

paflions, unworthy of a fovereign and a ftatefman, Jea-
loufy of his brother, Clarence, had caufed him to neglet
the advances which were made of marrying that prince,
now a widower, to the heirefs of Burgundy ! ; and he fent
her propofals of efpoufing Anthony earl of Rivers, bro-
ther to his queen, who ftill retained an entire afcendant
over him. But the match was rejected with difdain™ ;
and Edward, refenting this treatment of his brother-in-
law, permitted France to procced without interruption in
her conquefts over his defencelefs ally. Any pretence
fufficed him for abandoning himfelf entirely to indolence
and pleafure, which were now become his ruling pafiions.
The only object, which divided his attention, was the
improving of the public revenue, which had been dila-
pidated by the neceflities or negligence of his predeceflors 3
and fome of his expedients for that purpofe, though un-
known to us, were deemed, during the time, oppreffive
to the people™. The detail of private wrongs naturally
efcapes the notice of hiftory ; but an act of tyranny, of
which Edward was guilty in his own family, has been
taken notice of by all writers, and has met with general
and deferved cenfure,

THE duke of Clarence, by all his fervices in delerting
W arwic, had never been able to regain the king’s friend-
thip, which he had forfeited by his former confederacy
with that nobleman. He was ftill regarded at court as a
man of a dangerous and a fickle charater ; and the im-
prudent opennefs and violence of his temper, though it
rendered him much lefs dangerous, tended extremely teo
multiply his enemies, and to incenfe them againit him,
Among others, he had had the misfortune to give difplea-

1 Polyd. Virg, Hall, fol. 240. Hollingfhed; p. 703. Habington, p.
474. Grafton, p. 742. m Hall, fol, 24c. A 1bid, 248

Hiff, Croy! conts p. 550+
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fure to the queen herfelf, as well as to his brother, theC H A P.

XII

duke of Glocefter, a prince of the deepeft policy, of the v ,

moft unrelenting ambition, and the leaft fcrupulous in
the means which he employed for the attainment of his
ends. A combination between thefe potent adverfaries
being fecretly formed againft Clarence, it was deter-
mined to begin by attacking his friends ; in hopes, that,
if he patiently endured this injury, his pufillanimity would
difhonour him in the eyes of the public if he made re-
fiftance and exprefled refentment, his paflion would betray
him iato meafures, which might give them advantages
againft him. The king, hunting one day in the park of
"Thomas Burdet of Arrow, in Warwickfhire, had killed
a white buck, which was a great favourite of the owner;
and Burdet, vexed at the lofs, broke into a paffion, and
withed the horns of the deer in the belly of the perfon,
who had advifed the king to commit that infult upon him.
This natural expreflion of refentment, which would have
been overlooked or forgotten, had it fallen from any other
perfon, was rendered criminal and capital in that gentle-
man, by the friendfhip in which he had the misfortune to
live with the duke of Clarence : He was tried for his life
the judges and jury were found fervile enough to condemn
him ; and he was publicly beheaded at Tyburn for this
pretended offence®. About the fame time, one John
Stacey, an ecclefiaftic, much connected with the duke,
as well as with Burdet, was expofed to a like iniquitous
and barbarous profecution. This clergyman, being more
learned in mathematics and aftronomy than was ufual in
that age, lay under the imputation of necromancy with the
jgnorant vulgar ; and the court laid hold of this popular
rumour to effe his deftruction, He was brought to his
trial for that imaginary crime ; many of the greateft peers

o [abington, p. 475+ Hollingfhed, p. 703« Sir Thomas More in Ken-
aet; p. 498,
S 3 counte-
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C H A P. countenanced the profecution by their prefence; he wag

XXII.
\— — condemned, put to the torture, and executed P.
1477+ Tug duke of Clarence was alarmed, when he found

thefe aéts of tyranny exercifed on all around him : Here-
flected on the fate of the good duke of Glocefter in the
laft reign, who, after fecing the moft infamous pretences

employed for the deftrution of his neareft connexions,

at laft fell himfelf a victim to the vengeance of his ene-

mies.  But Clarence, inftead of fecuring his own life

againft the prefent danger, by filence and referve, was

open and loud in juftifying the innocence of his friends,

and in exclaiming againit the iniquity of their profecu-

tors. The king, highly offended with his freedom; or

ufing that pretence againft him, committed him to the

Fower 9, fummoned a parliament, and tried him for hig

1478, life before the houfe of peers, the fupreme tribunal of
16thJan.  the nation.

‘THE duke was accufed of arraigning public juftice, by

maintaining the innocence of men, who had been con-

emned in courts of judicature ; and of inveighing againft
the iniquity of the king, who had given orders for their
profecution *. Many rafh expreflions were imputed ‘to
him, and fome too refleCting on Edward’s legitimacy ;
but he was not accufed of any overt act of treafon ; and
even the truth of thefe fpeeches may be doubted ofy
fince the liberty of judgment was taken from the court,
by the king’s appearing perfonally as his brother’s ac-

cufer *, and pleading the caufe againft him. But a
fentence of condemnation, even when this extraordi-
nary circumftance had not place, was a neceflary cona
fequence, in thofe times, of any profecution by the court
or the prevailing party; and the duke of Clarence
was pronounced guilty by the peers, The houfe of

? Hift, Croyl. cont. p. 561, 9 Tbid. p. 562, r Stowe,
P 430 s Hift, Croyl, cont, p. 5624
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commons were no lefs flavith and unjuft: They both ¢ H A P,
vt i XXIIL
petitioned for the execution of the duke, and afterwards e s
paifed a bill of attainder againft him . The meafures of ™78
the parliament, during that age, furnifh us with exam-
ples of a ftrange contraft of freedom and fervility : They
fcruple to grant, and fometimes refufe, to the king the
fmalleft fupplics, the moft neceflary for the fupport of
government, even the moft neceffary for the maintenance
of wars, for which the nation, as well as the parliament
itfelf, exprefled great fondnefs : But they never feruple to
concur in the moft flagrant a& of injuftice or tyranny,
which falls on any individual, however diftinguifhed by
birth or merit. Thefe maxims, fo ungenerous, {o op-
pofite to all principles of good government, fo contrary
to the practice of prefent parliaments, are very re=
markable in all the tranfadions of the Englith hiftory
for more than a century after the period in which we are
now engaged,
Tue only favaur, which the king granted his brother, 1gth Feb,
after his condemnation, was to leave him the choice of
his death; and he was privately drowned in a butt of
malmefey in the Tower: A whimfical choice, which
implies that he had an extraordinary paffion for that li-
quor. ‘The duke left two children, by the elder daugh-
ter of the earl of Warwic ; a fon created an earl by his
grandfather’s title, and a daughter, afterwards countefs
of Salifbury. Both this prince and princels were alfo
unfortunate in their end, and died a violent death; a
fate, which, for many years, attended almoft all the de-
fcendants of the royal blood in England. There prevailg
a report, that a chief fource of the violent profecution of
the duke of Clarence, whofe name was George, was 3
current prophecy, that the king’s fons thould be mur-
dered by one, the initial letter of whofe name was G *. Ig
t Stowe, p, 430. Hift, Croyl. cont. p. 562.
u Hall, fol. 239. Holingfhed, p. 703. Grafton, p. 741 Polyd, Virg,
P 537 Sir Thomas More in Kennet, p. 407« :
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- is not impoffible, but, in thofe ignarant times, fuch a filly

‘m — reafon might have fome influence : But it is more proba=

1478,

ble, that the whole ftory is the invention of a {ubfequent
period, and founded on the murder of thefe children by
the duke of Glocefter.
time, the Englifh never were without fome fuperftitious
prophecy or other, by which they accounted for every
event. §

ALL the glories of Edward’s reign terminated with the
civil wars ; where his laurels too were extremely fullied
with blood, viclence, and cruelty. His fpirit feems after-
wards to have been funk in indolence and pleafure, or his
meafures were fruftrated by imprudence and the want of
forefight. There was no objet, on which he was more
intent, than to have all his daughters fettled by fplendid
marriages, though moft of thefe princeffes were yet in
their infancy, and though the completion of his views, it
was obvious, muft depend on numberlefs accidents, which
were impoflible to be forefeen or prevented. His eldeft
daughter, Elizabeth, was contra&ted to the dauphin;
his fecond, Cicely, to the eldeft fon of James I1L. king
of Scotland ; his third, Anne, to Philip, only fon of
Maximilian and the dutehefs of Burgundy; his fourth,
Catharine, to John, fon and heir to Ferdinand, king of
Arragon, and Ifabella, queen of Caftile ¥, None of thefe
projected marriages took place ; and the king himfelf faw
in his life-time the rupture of the firft, that with the dau=
phin, for which he had always difcovered a peculiar fond-
nefs.  Lewis, who paid no regard to treaties or engage-
ments, found his advantage in contra&ing the dauphin
to  the princefs Margaret, daughter of Maximilian ;
and the king, notwithftanding his indolence, prepared
to revenge the indignity, The French monarch, emi-
nent for prudence, as well as perfidy, endeavoured to
guard againft the blow; and by a proper diftribution of

v Rymer, vol, xi. p. 110,

Comines remarks, that, at that

prefenty
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prefents in the court of Scotland, he incited James toC H A P,
make war upon England. This prince, who lived on bad :(}_J__,
terms with his own nobility, and whofe force was very 1432,
unequal to the epterprize, levied an army; but when he

was ready to enter England, the barons, confpiring againft

his favourites, put them to death without trial; and the

army prefently difbanded. The duke of Glocefter, at-

tended by the duke of Albany, James’s brother, who had

been banifhed his country, entered Scotland at the head

of an army, took Berwic, and obliged the Scots to accept

of a peace, by which they rofigned that fortrefs to Ed-

ward. This fuccefs emboldened the king to think more
ferioufly'of a French war ; but while he was making pre-
parations for that enterprize, he was feized with a dif-

temper, of which he expired in the forty-fecond year 0519)‘3‘213)?:";
his age, and the twenty-third of his reign:. A prince charaéter of
more {plendid and fhowy, than either prudent or vir- Rdalmg F0y
tuous ; brave, though cruel ; addicted to pleafure, though

capable of adivity in great emergencies ; and lefs fitted to

prevent ills by wife precautions, than to remedy them,

after they took place, by his vigour and enterprize. Be=-

fides five daughters, this king left two fons; Edward,

prince of Wales, his fucceflor, then in his thirteenth

year, and Richard, duke of York, in his ninth.
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EDWARD V. {

CHAP URING the later years of Edward IV. the na-
v J tion, having, in a great meafure, forgotten the
1483. bloody feuds between the two rofes, and peaceably ac-
f‘:{;’ut i quiefcing in the eftablifhed government, was agitated
only by fome court-intrigues, which, being reftrained

by the authority of the king, feemed no wife to endanger

the public tranquillity. Thefe intrigues arofe from the
perpetual rivalthip between two parties ; one confifting of

the queen and her relations, particularly the earl of

Rivers, her brother, and the marquis of Dorfet, her fon ;

the other compofed of the ancient nobility, who envied

the fudden growth and unlimited credit of that afpiring

family *. At the head of this latter party was the duke

of Buckingham, a man of very noble birth, of ample

x Sir Thomas More,. p, 431¢
poffeflions,
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poffeffions, of great alliances, of fhining parts; who, Cyf;fﬂﬁ i
though he had married the queen’s fifter, was too haughty
to aét in fubferviency to her inclinations, and aimed ra- 483
ther at maintaining an independant influence and autho-
rity, Lord Haftings, the chamberlain, was another
leader of the fame party ; and as this nobleman had, by
his bravery and adtivity, as well as by his approved fide-
lity, acquired the confidence and favour of his mafter,
he had been able, though with fome difficulty, to fupport
himfelf againft the credit of the queen. The lords
Héward and Stanley maintained a connexion with thefe
two noblemen, and brought a confiderable acceflion of
influence and reputation to their party. All the other
barons, who had no particular dependance on the queen,
adhered to the fame intereft ; and the people in general,
from their natural envy againft the prevailing power, bore
great favour to the caufe of thefe noblemen.

Bur Edward knew, that, though he himfelf had been
able to overawe thofe rival factions, many diforders might
arife from their contefts during the minority of his fon
and he therefore took care, in his laft illnefs, to {fum-
mon together feveral - of the leaders on both fides, and,
by compofing their ancient quarrels, to provide, as far
as poflible, for the future tranquillity of the government.
After exprefling his intentions, that his brother, the duke
of Glocefter, then abfent in the north, fhould be en-
trufted with the regency, he recommended to them peace
and unanimity during the tender years of his fon ; re-
prefented to them the dangers which muft attend the
continuance of their animofities; and engaged them to
embrace each other with all the appearance of the moft
cordial reconciliation. But this temporary or feigned
agreement lafted no longer than the king’s life: He had
no fooner expired, than the jealoufies of the parties broke
out afrefh ; And each of them applied, by feparate mef=

: fages,
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C H A P.fapges, to the duke of Glocefter, and endeavoured to ac-

XX,

«__quire his favour and friendfhip,

1483,

THis prince, during his brother’s reign, had endea-
voured to live on good terms with both parties ; and his
high birth, his extenfive abilities, and his great fervices,
had enabled him to {upport himfelf without falling into a
dependance on either, But the new fituation of affairs,
when the fupreme power was devolved upon him, imme=
diately changed his mcafures ; and he fecretly determined
to preferve no longer that neutrality which he had hither-
to maintained. His exorbitant ambition, unreftrained

7 any principle either of juitice or humanity, made

s v

im carry his views to the poflefion of the crown itfelf ;
:‘*nd as this object could not be attained without the ruin
of the queen and her family, he fell, without hefitation,
into concert with the (,m?‘.m:it ~party.  But being fenfible,
that the moft profound diffiniulation was requifite for
effeGting his criminal purpofes, he redoubled his pro-
feflions of zcal and v.tt;:dm'.ent to that princefs; and he
gained fuch credit with her, as to influence her con-
duct in a point, which, as it was of the utmoft im-
portance, was violently difputed between the oppofite
factions.

THE young king, at the time of his father’s death,
refided in the caftle of Ludlow, on the borders of
Woales ; whither he had been fent, that the influence of
his prefence might overawe the Welfh, and reftore :he
tranquillity of that country, which had been difturbed
by fome ]atn commotions. His perfon was committed
to the carc of his uncle, the earl of Rivers, the moft
accomplifhed nobleman in England, who, h"xvmb united
an uncommon tafte for lt\xaLurcY to great abilities in
bufinefs, and valour in the ficld, was entitled, by his

¥ This nobleman firft introduced the noble art of printing into England.
Caxton was recommende| by him to the patronage of Edward IV, See Cata-
Jogue of Royal and Noble Authors,
talents,
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talents, ftill more than by nearnefs of blood, to dire&t the
education of the young monarch. The queen, anxious
to preferve that afcendant over bher fon, which fhe had
long maintained over her hufband, wrote to the earl of
Rivers, that he fhould levy a body of forces, in order to
efcort the king to London, to proteét him during his co-
ronation, and to keep him from falling into the hands of
their enemies. The oppofite fadtion, fenfible that Ed-
ward was now of an age when great advantages could be
made of his name and countenance, and was approach-
ing to the age when he would be legally intitled to
exert in perfon his authority, forefaw, that the tendency
of this meafure was to perpetuate their fubjection under
their rivals; and they vehemently oppofed a refolution,
which they reprefented as the fignal for renewing a civil
war in the kingdom. Lord Haftings threatened to depart
inftantly to his government of Calais 2: The other nobles
feemed refolute to oppofe force by force: And as the
duke of Glocefler, on pretence of pacifying the quarrel,
had declared againft all appearance of an armed power,
which might be dangerous, and was nowife neceffary,
the queen, trufting to the fincerity of his friendihip, and
overawed by fo violent an oppofition, recalled her orders
to her brother, and defired him to bring up no greater
retinue than fhould be neceflary to fupport the ftate and
dignity of the young fovercign 2,

THE duke of Glocefter, mean while, fet out from
York, attended by a numerous train of the northern gentry.
When he reached Northampton, he was joined by the
duke of Buckingham, who was alfo attended by a fplen-
did retinue; and as he heard that the king was hourly
expeclted on that road, he refolved to await hisarrival, un=
der colour of condu€ing him thence in perfon to London.

The earl of Rivers, apprehenfive that the place would be

% Hift, Croyl, conts p. 564, 565. 3 Sir T. More, p. 483,
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CH A P. too narrow to contain fo many attendants, fent his pupil

XXI1I,

\ _ forward by another road to Stony-Stratford; and came

1383,

himfelf to Northampton, in order to apologize for this
meafure, and to pay his refpeéts to the duke of Glo-
cefter. He was received with the greateft appearance of
cordiality : He pafled the evening in an amicable man-
ner with Glocefter and Buckingham : He proceeded on
the road with them next day to join the king : But as he

The earl of Was entering Stony-Stratford, he was arrefted by orders

Rivers ar-
refted,
1ft May,

4th May.

from the duke of Glocefter : Sir Richard Gray, one of
the queen’s fons, was at the fame time put under a guard,
together with Sir Thomas Vaughan, who pofleffed a
confiderable office in the king’s houfehold ; and all the
prifoners were inftantly condu&ted to Pomfret. Glo-
cefter approached the young prince with the greateft
demontftrations of refpect; and endeavoured to fatisfy
him with regard to the violence committed on his uncle
and brother : 'But Edward, much attached to thefe near
relations, by whom he had been tenderly educated,
was not fuch a mafter of diffimulation as to conceal his
difpleafure ¢,

TrE people, however, were extremely rejoiced at this
revolution ; and the duke was received in London with
the loudeft acclamations: But the queen no fooner re-
ceived intelligence of her brother’s imprifonment, than
the forefaw, that Glocefter’s violence would not ftop
there, and that her own ruin, if not that of all her
children, was finally determined. She therefore fled into
the fan¢tuary of Weftminfter, -attended by the marquis
of Dorfet; and fhe carried thither the five princeffes,
together with the duke of York4., She trufted, that
the ecclefiaftical privileges, which had formerly, during
the total ruin of her hufband and family, given her pro-

b Hift. Croyl. cont, p. §64, 565, € Sir T, More, p. 434 d Hift;
Croyl, conts ps 56354
teCtion
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tection againft the fury of the Lancaftrian faltion, would C)?YIA;'P.
not now be violated by her brother-in-law, while her __
fon was on the throne ; and fhe refolved to await there 1483
the return of better fortune. But Glocefter, anxious
to have the duke of York in his power, propofed to
take him by force from the fantuary; and he repre-
fented to the privy-council, both the indignity put upon
the government by the queen’s ill-grounded apprehen-
fions, and the neceflity of the young prince’s appear-
ance at the enfuing coronation of his brother. It was
farther urged, that ecclefiaftical privileges were originally
intended only to give proteétion to unhappy men, perfe-
cuted for their debts or crimes ; and were entirely ufelefs
to a perfon, who, by reafon of his tender age, could lie
under the burden of neither, and who, for the fame
reafon, was utterly incapable of claiming fecurity from
any fan&uary. But the two archbifhops, cardinal Bour-
chier, the primate, and Rotherham archbifhop of York,
protefting againft the facrilege of this meafure; it was
agreed, that they fhould firft endeavour to bring the queen
to compliance by perfuafion, before any violence fhould
be employed againft her, Thefe prelates were perfons
of known integrity and honour ; and being themfelves
entirely perfuaded of the duke’s good intentions, they
employed every argument, accompanied with earneft en-
treaties, exhortations, and affurances, to bring her over
to the fame opinion. She long continued obftinate, and
infifted, that the duke of York, by living in the fanc-
tuary, was not only fecure himfelf, but gave fecurity to
the king, whofe life no one would dare to attempt,
while his fucceffor and avenger remained in fafety. But
finding, that none fupported her in thefe fentiments, and
that force, in cafe of refufal, was threatened by the
council, fhe at laft complied, and produced her fon to
the two prelates, She was here on a fudden ftruck with
a kind of prefage of his future fate: She tenderly em-
braced
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C H A P.braced him ; fhe bedewed him with her tears; and bids

XX

M et

1433.

Duke of
Glocefler
protector.

ding him an eternal adieu, delivered him, with many ex+
preflions of regret and relu&ance, into their cuftody ©.
Tuz duke of Glocefter, being the neareft male of thé
royal family, capable of exercifing the government, feemed
intitled, by the cuftoms of the realm, to the office of pro-
tetor; and the council, not waiting for the confent of pars
liament, made no feruple of invefting him with that high
dignity . The general prejudice, entertained by the no-
bility againft the queen and her kindred, océafioned this
precipitation and irregularity 5 and no one forefaw any
danger to the fucceffion, much lefs to the lives, of the
young princes, from a meafure fo obvious and fo natural.
Befides that the duke had hitherto been able to cover, by
the moft profound diffimulation, his fierce and favage na=
ture ; the numerous iffue of Edward, together with the
twb children of Clarence, feemed to be an eternal obftacle
to his ambition ; and it appeared equally impracticable
for him to deftroy fo many perfons poffefled of a prefer-
able title, and imprudent to exclude them. But a man,
who had abandoned all principles of honour and huma-
nity, was foon carried by his predominant paffion beyond
the reach of fear or precavtion ; and Glocefter, having fo
far fucceeded in his views, no longer hefitated in remov-
ing the other obftructions, which lay between him and
the throne. The death of the earl of Rivers, and of the
‘other prifoners detained in Pomfret, was firft determined 3
and he eafily obtained the confent of the duke of Buek=
ingham, as well as of lord Haftings, to this violent and
fanguinary meafure. However eafy it was, in thofe times,
to procure a {entence againft the moft innocent perfon, it
appeared ftill more eafy to difpatch an enemy, without
any trial or form of procefs ; and orders were accordingly
iffued to Sir Richard Ratcliffe, a proper inftrument in the

¢ Sir T, More, p. 491, f Hift, Croyl, cont. p. 566,
hands
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hands of this tyrant, to cut off the heads of the pri-CH A Pi
foners, The protector then affailed the fidelity of ijL
Buckingham by all the arguments capable of fwaying a 1483
vicious mind, whxch knew no motive of aétion but inte=-
reft and ambition. He reprefented, that the execution
of perfons fo nearly related to the king, whom that prince
fo openly profefled to love, and whofe fate be fo much
refented, would never pafs unpunifhed ; and all the alors
in that fcene were bound in prudence to prevent the ef-
fe€ts of his future vengeance : That it would be impof-
fible to keep the queen for ever at a diftance from' her
fon, and equally impofiible to prevent her from inftilling
into his tender mind the thuuyhts‘ of retaliating, by like
Lfl 's committed on her fa-

executions, the fanguinary in
mily : That the only method «
chiefs was to put the fceptre i
whofe friendfhip the duke might

years and experience taught him to pay refpeét to merit

and to the rights of ancient nobility : ‘And that the {ame
neceffity, which had carried them f{o far in refifting the
ufurpation of thefe intruders, muft juftify them in at-

tempting farther innovations, and in making, by national
confent,*a new fettlement of the fucceflion. To, thefe
reafons, he added the offers of great private advantages
to the duke of Buckinghnm; and he eafily obtained
from him a promife of fupporting him in all his en-
terprizes, :
THE duke of Glocefter, -knowing the importance of
gaining lord Haftings, founded.at a mLL‘I ce his. fenti-

ments, by means of Catefl oy, a law yer,
1

intimacy with that nobleman; but fuu:‘.;’l

nable in his all

egiance and fidelity to the child
ward, who had ever honoured him with hi

faw, therefore, that there were no

Vou. I1I. >
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CH AHP-to be kept with him ; and he determined to ruin utterly

\__.ﬂ,.._lthe man, whom he defpaired of engaging to concur in

1483.
13'h June.

his ufurpation. On the very day when Rivers, Gray,
and Vaughan were executed, or rather murdered, at Pom-
fret, by the advice of Haftings, the protector fummoned
a council in the Tower ; whither that nobleman, fuf-
peting no defign againft him, repaired without hefita-
tion. The duke of Glocefter was capable of committing
the moft bloody and treacherous murders with the utmoft
coolnefs and indifference. On taking his place at the
council-table, he appeared in the eafieft and moft jovial
humour imaginable. He feemed to indulge himfelf in
familiar converfation with the counfellors, before they
thould enter on bufinefs ; and having paid fome compli-
ments to Morton, bithop of Ely, on the good and early
ftrawberries which he raifed in his garden at Holborn, he
begged the favour of having a dith of them, which that
prelate immediately difpatched a fervant to bring to him.
T he protector then left the council, as if called away by
fome other bufinefs ; but foon after returning with an angry
and enflamed countenance, he afked them, what punifh-
ment thofe deferved that had plotted againft Ais life, who
was fo nearly related to the king, and was entrufted with
the adminiftration of government ? Haftings replied, that
they merited the punifhment of traitors. Thefe traitors,
cried the prote&or, are the fircerefs, my brother’s wife, and
7:7715 Shore, his miftrefs, with others, their afficiates @ See to
what a condition they have reduced me by their incantations and
witcheraft : Upon which he laid bare his arm, all thrivel-
led and dccayed. But the counfellors, who knew that
this infirmity had attended him from his birth, looked on
cach other with amazement; and above all, lord Haft-
ings, who, as he had, fince Edward’s death, engaged in an
intrigue with Jane Shore®, was naturally anxious con-

i See note [K] at the end of the volume,
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eérning the iflue of thefe extraordinary proceedings. Cer-
tainly, my lordy faid he, if they be guilty of thefe crimes, they
deferve the fevereft punifbment. And do you reply to me, ex-
claimed the prote€or, with yoir ifs and your ands? You
“are the chief abettor of that witch, Shore : You are yourfelf a
traitor : And I fwear by St. Paul, that I will not dine before
your head be brought me. He ftruck the table with his
hand: Armed men rufhed in at the fignal : The coun-
fellors were thrown into the utmoft confternation : And
one of the guards, as if by accident or miftake; aimed a
blow with a poll-ax at lord Stanley; who, aware of the
danger, flunk under the table; and though he faved his
life, received a fevere wound in the head, in the pro-
teor’s prefence. Haftings was feized, was hurried away,
and inftantly beheaded on a timber-log, which lay in the
court of the Toweri. Two hours after, a proclamation,
well penned and fairly written, was read to the citizens
of London, enumerating his offences, and apologizing
to them, from the fuddennefs of the difcovery, for the
fudden execution of that nobleman, who was very po-
pular among them : But the faying of a merchant was
much talked of on the occafion, who remarked, that
the proclamation was certainly drawn by the fpirit of
propliecy k.

Lorb Stanley, the archbifhop of York, the bithop of
Ely, and other counfellors, were committed prifoners in
different chambers of the Tower : And the proteétor, in
order to carry on the farce of his accufations, ordered the
ooods of Jane Shore to be feized ; and he fummoned her
to anfwer before the council for forcery and witchcraft.
3ut as no proofs, which could be received even in that ig-
rtorant age, were produced againft her, he direéted her to
be tried in the fpiritual court, for her adulteries and lewd-

dels ; and fhe did penance in a white fheet at St. Paul’s,

1 Hift: Croyl, cent. p. 566, k Sir T, More, p. 456.
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before the whole people. This lady was born of reput-
able parents in London, was well educated, and married
to a {ubflantial citizen ; but unhappily, views of intereft,
more than the maid’s inclinations, had been confulted
in the match, and her mind, though framed for virtue,
had proved unable to refift the allurements of Edward,
who folicited her: favours. But while feduced from her
duty by this gay and amorous monatch, {he ftill made
herfelf refpectable by her other virtues ; and the afcendant,
which her charms and vivacity long maintained over him,
was all employed in alts of beneficence and humaﬁity.
She was fill forward to oppofe calumny, to protet the
opprefled, to relieve the indigent; and her good offices,
the genuine dictates of her heart, never waited the folicita-
tion of prefents, or the hopes of reciprocal fervices, But
fhe lived not only to feel the bitternefs of fhame impofed
on her by this tyrant, but to experience, in old age and
poverty, the ingratitude of thofe courtiers, who had long
folicited her friendfhip, and been proteted by her credit,
No one, among the great multitudes, whom fhe had
obliged, had the humanity to bring her confolation or re-
lief : She languifhed out her life in folitude and indi-
gence: And amidft a court, inured to the moft atro-
cious crimes, the frailties of this woman juftified all
violations of friendfhip towards her, and all neglect of
former obligations.

Tuese a&s of violence, exercifed againft all the near-
eft connexions of the late king, prognofticated the fevereft
fate to his defencelefs children ; and after the murder of
Haftings, the protector no longer made a fecret of his in=
tentions to ufurp the crown. The licentious life of Ed-
ward, who was not reftrained in his pleafures either by
honour or prudence, afforded a pretence for declaring his
marriage with the queen invalid, and all his pofterity il-

legitimate. It was afferted, that, before efpoufing the lady
Elizabeth
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Elizabeth Gray, he had paid court to the lady E’zcanorc‘g’ﬁl P.
Talbot, daughter to the earl of Shrewfbury ; and being s
repulfed by the virtue of that lady, he was obliged, ere 1483
he could gratify his defires, to confent to a private mar-

riage, without any witnefles, by Stillington, bifhop of

Bath, who afterwards divulged the fecret’. It was alfo
maintained, that the a& of attainder, pafled againft the

duke of Clarence, had virtually incapacitated his children

from fucceeding to the crown; and thefe two families

being fet afide, the protector remained the only true and
legitimate heir of the houfe of York. Butas it would be
difficult, if not impoffible, to prove the preceding mar-

riage of the late king; and as the rule, which excludes

the heirs of an attainted blood from private {ucceflions,

was never extended to the crown ; the protector refolved

to make ufe of another plea ftill more fhameful and fcan-
dalous. His partizans were taught to maintain, that both
Edward IV. and the duke of Clarence were illegiti-
mate ; that the dutchefs of York had received different

lovers into her bed, who were the fathers of thefe children;

that their refemblance to thofe gallants was a fufficient

proof of their fpurious birth ; and that the duke of Glo-

cefter alone, of all her fons, appeared, by his features

and countenance, to be the true offspring of the duke of

York. Nothing can be imagined more impudent than

this aflertion, which threw fo foul an imputation on his

own mother, a princefs of irreproachable virtue, and then

alive; yet the place chofen for firft promulgating it was the
pulpit, before a large congregation, and in the protector’s
prefence. Dr. Shaw was appointed to preach in Steaad June,
Paul’s ; and having chofen this paflage for his text, Baf-

tard flips fball not thrive, he enlarged on all the topics,
which could diferedit the birth of Edward IV. the duke

of Clarence, and of all their children. He then broke

1 Hift, Creyl, cont. p, 567, Comines. Sir Thom, More, p. 432.
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CH A P.out in a panegyric on the duke of Glocefter; and ex4
\ _sclaimed, ¢ Behold this excellent prince, the e\prefa image

= S ————

[

¢ of his noble father, the genuine defcendant of the
¢¢ houfe of York ; bearing, no lefs in the virtues of his
¢ mind, than in the features of his countenance, the cha-
“ raCer of the gallant Richard, once your hero and fa-
¢¢ vourite : He alone is entitled to your allegiance: He
¢ muft deliver you from the dominion of all intruders:
< He alone can reftore the loft glory and honour of the
¢¢ nation.” It was previoufly concerted, that, as the
do&or fhould pronounce thefe words, the duke of Glo-
cefter thould enter the church ; and it was expefted that
the audience would cry out, God fave King Richard;
which would immediately have been laid hold of as a po-
pular. confent, and interpreted to be the voice of the
nation : But by a ridiculous miftake, worthy of the whole

{cene, the duke did not appear, till after thlS exclamation
was already recited by the preacher. The dotor was
therefore obliged to repeat his rhetorical figure out of its
proper place : The audience, lefs from the abfurd conduct
of the difcourfe, than from their deteftation of thefe pro-
ceedings, kept a profound filence : And the protector and
his preacher were equally abathed at the ill fuccefs of
their ftratagem.

Bur the duke was too far advanced to recede from his
criminal and ambitious purpofe. A new expedientwas tried
to work on the people, The mayor, whowas brother to Dr.
Shaw, and entirely in the protector’s interefts, called an af-
fembly of thecitizens ; where the duke of Buckingham, who
poflefled fome talents for eloquence, harangued them on
the protector’s title to the crown, and difplayed thofe nu-
merous virtues, of which, he pretended, that prince was
poflefled. He next afked them, whether they would
have the duke for king ? and then ftopped; in expe&ation
of hcatmrr the cry, G djaw King Ru’mrd. He was f{ur-

prized
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prized to obferve them filent ; and turning about to theC

perhaps they did not underftand him, Buckingham
then repeated his difcourfe with fome variation ; inforced
the fame topics, afked the fame queftion, and was re-
ceived with the fame filence. * I now fee the caufe,”
faid the mayor ; ¢ the citizens are not accuftomed to be
¢ harangued by any but their recorder ; and know not
¢¢ how to anfwer a perfon of your grace’s quality.” The
recorder, Fitz-Williams, was then commanded to repeat
the fubftance of the duke’s fpeech ; but the man, who
was averfe to the office, took care, throughout his whole
difcourfe, to have it underftood, that he fpoke nothing of
‘himfelf, and that he only conveyed to them the fenfe of
the duke of Buckingham. Still the audience kept a pro-
found filence : ¢ This is wonderful obftinacy,” cried the
duke: ¢ Exprefs your meaning, my friends, one way or
¢¢ other: When we apply to you on this accafion, it-is
¢¢ merely from the regard which we bear to you. The
¢ Jords and commons have fufficient authority, without
¢ your confent, to appoint a king: But I require you
¢ here to declare in plain terms, whether or not you will
¢¢ have the duke of Glocefter for your fovereign.” After
all thefe efforts, fome of the meaneft apprentices, incited
by the protetor’s and Buckingham’s fervants, raifed a
feeble cry, God fave King Richard™ : The fentiments of
the nation were now fufficiently declared : The voice of
the people was the voice of God : And Buckingham, with

-~

the mayor, haftened to Baynard’s caftle, where the pro-zsth June.

tector then refided, that they might make him a tender
of the crown.

WaEeN Richard was told, that a great multitude was
in the court, he refufed to appear to them, and pretended
to be apprehenfive for his perfonal fafety : A circumflancg

® §ir Thomas More, p. 496.
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mayor, afked him the reafon. The mayor replied, that

1483
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c XP‘{“‘;\I P. taken notice of by Buckingham, who obferved to the citi-
\——— Zens, that the prince was ignorant of the whole defign.
1483. At laft, he was perfuaded to ftep forth, but he fill keptat
fome diftance 5 and he afked the meaning of their intru-

fion and

importunity. Buckingham tol d him, that the

nation was refolved to have him for king : The proteétar
declared his purpofe of maintaining his loyalty to the pre-
fent fovereign, and exhorted them to adhere to the fame
refolution. He was told, that the people had determined
to have another prince ; and if he rejected their unarimous
voice, they muft look out for one, who would be more
compliant. This argument was too powerful to be re=
;1;}:‘;:0:; fifted : He was prevailed on to accept of the crown : And
the throne. he thenceforth acted as legitimate and rightful fovereign.
Tuis ridiculous farce was foon after followed by a
Murder of {cene truly tragical: The murder of the two young
fjd“o‘frdthe princes. ~ Richard gave orders to Sir Robert Braken-
‘;’j‘r‘;{"’f bury, conftable of the Tower, to put his nephews to
death ; but this gentleman, who had fentiments of ho-
nour, refufed to have any hand in the infamous office,
The tyrant then fent for Sir James Tyrrel, who promifed
obedience ; ‘and he ordered Brakenbury to refign to this
gentleman the keys and government of the Tower for one
night.  Tyrrel, chufing three affociates, Slater, Dighton,
and Foreft, came in the night-time to the door of the
chamber where the princes were lodged ; and fending in
the aflaflins, he bade them execute their commiffion,
while he himfelf ftaid without. ~ They found the young
princes in bed, and fallen into a profound fleep.  After
fuffocating thcm with the bolfter and pillows, they thowed
their naked bodies to Tyrrel, who ordered them to be bua
tied at the foot of the ftairs, deep in the ground, under a
heap of ftones™.” Thefe circumftances were all confefled
by the ators, in the following reign ; and they were never

n Sir T. More, p. 501,

punithed
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punifhed for the crime: Probably, becaufe :
maxims of government were extremely arbitrary, defired
to eftablith it as a principle, that the commands of the
reigning fovereign ought to juftify every enormity in thofe
who paid obedience to them. = But there is one circum-
ftance not fo eafy to be accounted for : It is pretended,

that Richard, difpleafed with the indecent manner of
2 &

burying his nephews, whom he had murdered, gave his
chaplain orders to dig up the bodies, and to inter them in
confecrated ground ; and as the man died foon after, the
place of their burial remained unknown, and the bodies
could never be found by any fearch, which Henry could
make for them. Yet in the reign of Charles II. when
there was occafion to remove fome ftones and to dig in the
very fpot, which was mentioned as the place of their firft
interment, the bones of two perfons were there found,
which by their fize exally correfponded to the age of
Edward and his brother: They were concluded with
certainty to be the remains of thofe princes, and were
interred under a marble monument by orders of king
Charles®. Perhaps, Richard’s chaplain had died before
he found an opportunity of executing his mafter’s com-
mands ; and the bodies being fuppofed to be already re-
moved, a diligent fearch was not made for them by
Henry, in the place where they had been buried.

e Kennet, p. 551,
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HE firft a&s of Richard’s adminiftration were ta

beftow rewards on thofe who had aflifted him in
ufurping the crown, and to gain by favours thofe, who, he
thought, were beft able to fupport his future government,
‘Thomas, lord Howard, was created duke of Norfolk ; Sir
FThomas Howard, his fon, earl of Surry; lord Lovel, a
vifcount, by the fame name ; even lord Stanley was fet at
liberty and made fteward of the houthold, ‘This noble-
man had become obnoxious by his firft oppofition to
Richard’s views, and alfo by his marrying the countefs
dowager of Richmond, heir of the Somerfet family ; but
fenfible of the neceflity of fubmitting to the prefent go-
vernment, he feigned fuch zeal for Richard’s fervice, that
he was received into favour, and even found means to be
entrufted with the moft important commands by that po<
litic and jealous tyrant.

Bur the perfon, who, both from the greatnefs of his
fervices, and the power and fplendor of his family, was
beft intitled to favours under the new government, was
the duke of Buckingham ; and Richard feemed determined
to fpare no pains or bounty in fecuring him to his inte-
refts. Buckingham was defcended from a daughter of
Thomas of Woodftock, duke of Glocefter, uncle tq
Richard II. and by this pedigree, he not only was allied tq
the royal family, but had claims for dignities as well as
efhtes, of a very extenfive nature, The duke of Glo-
cefter, and Henry earl of Derby, afterwards Henry IV,
had married the two daughters and co-heirs of Bohun,
earl of Hereford, one of the greateft of the ancient ba-
rons, whofe immenfe property came thus to be divided
into two fhares. QOne was inherited by the family of

Buckingham 3
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Buckingham ; the other was united to the crown by theC H A p.
houfe of Lancafter, and after the attainder of that royal i)ilf_,
line, was feized as legally devolved to them, by the {ove- 1483,
reigns of the houfe of York. The duke of Buckingham

laid hold of the prefent opportunity, and claimed the ref«

titution of that portion of the Hereford eftate, which had
efcheated to the crown, as well as of the great office of
conftable, which had long continued by inheritance in his
anceftors of that family. Richard readily complied with

thefe demands, which were probably the price ftipulated

to Buckingham for his affiftance in promoting the ufur-

pation. That nobleman was invefted with the office of
conftable ; he received a grant of the eftate of Hereford 7

many other dignities and honours were conferred upon

him; and the king thought himfelf fure of preferving

the fidelity of a man, whafe interefts feemed fo clofely
conneéted with thofe of the prefent government.

Bur it was impofiible, that friendfhip could long re- Duke of
main inviolate between two men of fuch corrupt minds E;l;;k:i’;fg};n.
as Richard and the duke of Buckingham. Hiftorians "%
afcribe their firft rupture to the king’s refufal of making
reftitution of the Hereford eftate; but it is certain from
records, that he pafled a grant for that purpofe, and that
the full demands of Buckingham were fatisfied in this
patticular. Perhaps, Richard was foon fenfible of the
danger which might enfue from conferring fuch an im-
menfe property on a man of fo turbulent a difpofition,
and afterwards raifed difficulties about the execution of
his own grant: Perhaps, he refufed fome other demands of
Buckingham, whom he found it impoffible to gratify for
his paft fervices : Perhaps, he refolved, according to the
ufual maxim of politicians, to feize the firlt opportunity
of ruining this powerful fubject, who had been the prin=
cipal inftrument of his own elevation; and the difcovery

P Dugdale’s Baron. vol, i, pe 168, 169,
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CH A P of this intention begat the firft difcontent in the duke of

\ ;QuckmOham. However this may be, it is certain, that

the duke, foon after Richard’s acceffion, began to form a
confpiracy agaiaft the government, and: attempted to
overthrow that ufurpation, which he himfelf had fo zeal-
oufly contributed to eftablith.

NEVER was there in any country an ufurpation more
flagrant than that of Richard, or more repugnant to every
principle of juiftice and public intereft. His claim was
entirely founded on impudent allegations, never attempted
to be proved, fome of them incapable of proof, and all
of them implying fcandalous refletions on hjs own fa-
mily, and on the perfons with whom he was the moft
nearly connefted. His title was never acknowledged by
any mational affembly, fcarcely even by the loweft popu-
lace to whom he appealed ; and it had become prevalent
merely for want of fome perfon of diftin&ion, who might
ftand forth againft him, and give a voice to thofe fenti-
ments of general deteftation, which arofe in every bofom.
Were men difpofed to pardon thefe violations of public
right, the fenfe of private and domeftic duty, which is
not to be effaced in the moft barbarous times, muft have
begotten an abhorrence againft him ; and have reprefented
the murder of the young and innocent princes, his ne-
phews, with whofe protection he had been entrufted, in
the moft odious coleurs imaginable. To endure fuch a
bloody ufurper feemed to draw difgrace upon the nation,
and to be attended with immediate danger to every indi-
vidual, who was diftinguifhed by birth, merit, or fer
vices. Such was become the general voice of the people ;
all parties were united in the fame fentiments; and the
Lancaftrians, fo long opprefled, and, of late, fo much
difcredited, felt their blafted hopes again revived, andanx-
ioufly expeéted the confequences of thefe extraordinary

events. The duke of Buckingham, whofe family had
been
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been devoted to that intereft, and who, by his mother, 2 C H A P,
daughter of Edmund, duke of Somerfet, was allied to \__:,_:J
the houfe of Lancafter, was eafily induced to efpoufe 2483
the caufe of this party, and to endeavour the reftoring of

it to its ancient fuperiority. Morton, bithop of Ely,

zealous Lancaftrian, whom the king had imprifonedy

and had afterwards committed to the cuftody of Bucking-

ham, encouraged thefe fentiments; and by his exhor-

tations the duke caft his eye towards the young earl of
Richmond, as the only perfon who could free the nation

from the tyranny of the prefent ufurper 9.

Henry, earl of Richmond, was at this time detained The earl of
in a kind of honourable cuftody by the duke of Bri tanny;Rmhmond'
and his defcent, which feemed to give him fome preten=
fions to the crown, had been.a great obje& of jealoufy
poth in the late and in the prefent reign. = John, the firft
duke of Somerfet, who was grandfon of John of Gaunt,

by a {purious branch, but legitimated by act.of parlia-
ment, had left only one daughter, Margaret; and his
younger brother, Edmund, had fucceeded him in his
titles, and in a confiderable part of his fortune, Mar-
garet had efpoufed Edmund, ecarl of Richmond, half bro-
ther of Henry VI. and fon of Sir Owen Tudor and
Catharine of France, reli¢t of Henry V. and fhe bore him
only one fon, who received the name of Henry, and who,
after his father’s death, inherited the honours and fortune
of Richmond. His mother, being a widow, had efpoufed
in fecond marriage Sir Henry Stafford, uncle to Buck-
ingham, and after the death of that gentleman, had mar-
ried lord Stanley ; but had no children by either of thefe
hufbands ; and her fon, Henry, was thus, in the event
of her death, the fole heir of all her fortunes. But this
was not the moft confiderable advantage, which he had

reafon to expect from her fucceflion : He would reprefent

1 Hift, Croyl, cont. ps 568,
5 the
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C H A P.the elder branch of the houfe of Somerfet; he would iné
XXIII.

Qo iz
1483,

herit all the title of that family to the crown ; and though
its claim, while any legitimate branch fubfifted of the
houfe of Lancafter, had always been much difregarded,
the zeal of fa&ion, after the death of Henry V1. and the
murder of prince Edward; immediately conferred a weight
and confideration upon it.

Epwarp IV. finding, that all the Lancaftrians had
turned their attention towards the young carl of Rich-
mond, as the object of their hopes, thought him alfo
worthy of his attention ; and purfued him into his retreat
in Britanny, whither his uncle, the earl of Pembroke,
had carried him, after the battle of Teukefbury, fo fatal
to his party. He applied to Francis II. duke of Britan~
ny, who was his ally, a weak but a good prince; and
urged him to deliver up this fugitive, who might be the
fource of future difturbances in England : But the duke,
averfe to fo difionourable a propofal; would only confent,
that, for the fecurity of Edward; the young noblemar
fhould be detained in cuftody; and he received an annual
penfion from England for the fafe keeping or the fubfiftance
of his prifoner. But towards the end of Edward’s reign,
when the kingdom was menaced with a war both from
France and Scotland, the anxieties of the Englifh court
with regard to Henry were much encreafed ; and Edward
made a new propofal to the duke, which covered, under
the faireft appearances, the moft bloody and treacherous
intentions. He pretended, that he was defirous of gain-
ing his enemy, and of uniting him to his own family by
a marriage with his daughter, Elizabeth ; and he folicited
to have him fent over to England, in order to execute a
fcheme, which would redound fo much to his advantage.
T'hefe pretences, feconded, as is fuppofed, by bribes to Peter
Landais, a corrupt minifter, by whom the duke was en-
tirely governed, gained credit with the court of Britanny :
Henry
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Henry was delivered into the hands of the Englifh agents:C H A P.

XX

He was ready to embark : When a fufpicion of Edward’s | ;

real defign was fuggefted to the duke, who recalled his
erders, and thus faved the unhappy youth from the im-
minent danger which hung over him.

THEesE fymptoms of continued jealoufy in the reigning
family of England both feemed to give fome authority to
Henry’s pretenfions, and made him the object of generat
favour and compaflion, on accourt of the dangers and
perfecutions to which he was expofed: The univerfal de-
teftation of Richard’s conduct turned ftill more the atten=
tion of the nation towards Henry ; and as all the defcend=
ants of the houfe of York were either women or minors;
he feemed to be the only perfon, from whom the nation
could expect the expulfion of the odious and bloody tyrant.
But notwithftanding thefe circumitances, which were fo
favourable to him, Buckingham and the bithop of Ely
well knew, that there would ftill lie many obftacles in
his way to the throne; and that though the nation had
been much divided between Henry VI, and the duke of
York, while prefent pofleffion and hereditary right ftood
in oppofition to each other; yet, as foon as thefe titles
were united in Edward IV. the bulk of the people had
come over to the reigning family ; and the Lancaftrians
had extremely decayed, bothin numbers and in authority.
It was therefore fuggefted by Morton, and readily aflent-
ed to by the duke, that the only means of overturning
the prefent ufurpation, was to unite the oppofite factions,
by contrating a marriage between the earl of Richmond
and the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of king Ed=
ward, and thereby blending together the oppofite preten-
fions of their families, which had fo long been the f{ource
of public diforders and convulfions, They were fenfible,
that the people were extremely defirous of repofe after fo
many bloody and deftructive commotions; that both

Yorkifts

14834
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C H A P. Yorkifts and Lancaftrians, who now lay equally under

XXIII.

\ , oppreflion, would embrace this fcheme with ardour ; and

1483.

that the profpect of reconciling the two parties, which
was in itfelf fo defirable an end, would, when added to
the general hatred againft the prefent government, render
their caufe abfolutely invincible. In confequence of thefe
views, the prelate, by means of Reginald Bray, fteward
to the countefs of Richmond, firft opened the projeét of
fuch an union to that lady ; and the plan appeared fo ad-
vantageous for her fon, and, at the fame time, fo likely
to fucceed, that it admitted not of the leaft hefitation.
Dr. Lewis, a Welth phyfician, who had accefs to the
queen-dowager in her fanétuary, carried the propofals to
her; and found, that revenge for the murder of her bro-
ther and of her three fons, apprehenfions for her fur-
viving family, indignation againft her confinement,
eafily overcame all her prejudices againft the houfe of
Lancafter, and procured her approbation of a marriage,
to which the age and birth, as well as the prefent fitua-
tion of the parties, feemed fo naturally to invite them.
She fecretly borrowed a fum of money in the city, fent
it over to the earl of Richmond, required his oath to ce-
lebrate the marriage as foon as he fhould arrive in Eng-
land, advifed him to levy as many foreign forces as pof-
fible, and promifed to join him, on his firft appearance,
with all the friends and partizans of her family.

THE plan being thus laid upon the folid foundations
of good fenfe and found policy, it was fecretly communi-
cated to the principal perfons of both parties in all the
counties of England ; and a wonderful alacrity appeared
in every order of men, to forward its fuccefs and com-
pletion. But it was impoflible, that fo extenfive a con=
fpiracy could be condued in fo fecret a manner, as
entirely to efcape the jealous and vigilant eye of Ri-
chard ; and he foon received intelligence, that his ene-

mies,
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mies, headed by the duke of Buckingham, were formingC /”{f:r P,
fome defign againtt his authority. He immediately put g_\f__,
himfelf in a pofture of defence by levying troops in the 1483
North ; and he fummoned the duke to appear at court,
in fuch terms as feemed to promife him a renewal of their
former amity. But that nobleman, well acquainted with
the barbarity and treachery of Richard, replied only by
taking arms in Wales, and giving the fignal to his ac-
complices for a general infurretion in all parts of Eng~
land. But at that very time there happened to fall fuch gg.,.
heavy rains, fo inceflant and continued, as exceeded any
known in the memory of man; and the Severne, with
the other rivers in that neighbourhood, fwelled to a
height which rendered them impaffable, and prevented
Buckingham from marching into the heart of England
to join his aflociates. The Welthmen, partly moved
by fuperftition at this extraordinary event, partly di-
ftrefled by famine in their camp, fell off from him ; and
Buckingham, finding himfelf deferted by his followers,
put on a difguife, and took fhelter in the houfe of
Banifter, an old fervant of his family. But being de- Wucking
teCted in his retreat, he was brought to the king até:t?d6>iﬂ-
Salifbury ; and was inftantly executed, according to 3
the {ummary method praifed in that ager. The other
confpirators, who took arms in four different places,
at Exeter, at Salifbury, at Newbury, and at Maid-
ftone, hearing of the duke of Buckingham’s misfortunes,
defpaired of fuccefs, and immediately difperfed them-
felves. -

THE marquis of Dorfet and the bifhop of Ely made their
efcape beyond fea: Many others were equally fortunate :
Several fell into Richard’s hands, of whom he made fome
examples. His executions feem not to have been re-
markably fevere ; though we are told of one gentleman,

© Hift, Creyl, cont. p. 568.
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< ;’(j‘l'P William Colingbourne, who fuffered under colour of this
.. rebellion, but in feality for a diftich of quibbling verles,
1:83. which he had compofed againlt Richard and his mini-
fiers s, The earl of Richmond, in cencert with his
friends, had fet fail from St. Mzlo’s, carrying cn board
a body of go00 men, levied in foreign parts; but his
flzet being at firft driven back by a ftorm, he appeared not
on the coaft of England till after the difperfion of all his
friends; and he found himfelf obligcd to return to the
court of Britanny.
23;13?.:.: Trt king, every where triumphant, and fortified by

this unfuccefsful attempt to dethrore him, ventured at

1aft to fummon a parliament ; a meafure which his crimes
and flagrant ufurpation had induced him hitherto to de=
cline. Though it was natural, that the parliament,
in a contelt of naticnal parties, fhould always adbere to
the viGtor, he feems to have apprehended, lcft his title,
founded on no principle, and fupported by no party,
might be rejected by that affembly. ~ But his enemies be-
inz now at his feet, the parliament had no choice left
but to'recognize his authority, and acknowledge his right
to the crown. His only fon, Edward, then a youth of
twelve years of age, was created prince of Wales: The
duties of tonnage and poundage were granted to the king
for life: And Rxchard, in order to reconc:le the nation
to his government, pafled fome popular laws, particu=
larly one againit the late pralice of extorting money on
pretence of benevblence.

Arr the other/meafures of the king tended to the fame
object. Senfible, that the only circumitance, which could

The lines were :
The Rat, tke Cat, and Lovel that Dog,
Rule all England-under the Hog.
Alluding to the names of Ratcliffe and Catefby; and to Richard’s arms,
which were a boar.

give
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give him fecurity, was to gain the confidence of the®
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"O"kiﬂs, he p"ud court to the queen- duw" er with fuchw___ )

,‘.

art-and addrefs, made fuch earneft proteftations of his
fincere good-will and friendthip, that this p‘f:"f'f"ﬂv, tired
of confnemcnt, and defpairing of any fuccefs from her
former projeéts, ventured to leave her (mdhar,, and to
put herfelf and har daughters into the hands of the tyrant.
But he foon carried farther his views for the eftablifhment
of his throne. He had married Anne, the fecond daugh-
ter of the ear]l of Warwic, and widow of Edward prince
of Wales, whom Richard himfelf had murdered ; but
this princefs having born him but one fon, who died
about this time, he confidered her as an invincible ob=
ftacle to the fettlement of his fortune, and he was be=
lieved to have carried her off by poifon; a crime for
which the public could not be fuppofed to have any folid
proof, but which the ufual tenor of his condu& made it
reafonable to fufpect. He now thought it in his power
to remove the chief perils, which threatened his govern-
ment, The earl of Richmond, he knew, could never
be formidable but from his proje€ted marriage with the
princefs Elizabeth, the true heir of the crown ; and he
therefore intended, by means of a papal difpenfation, to
efpoufe, himfelf, this princefs, and thus to unite in his
own family their contending titles. The queen-dowager,
eager to recover her loft authority, neither fcrupled this
alliance, which was very unufual in England, and was
regarded as inceftuous ; nor felt any horror at marrying
her daughter to the murderer of her three fons and of her
brother : She even joined fo far her interefts with thofe
of the ufurper, that fhe wrote to all her partizans, and
among the reft to her fon, the marquis of Dorfet, defir-
ing them to withdraw from the earl of Richmond ; an
injury which the earl could never afterwards forgive :
The court of Rome was applied to for a difpenfation :

Ua Richard

1434
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c H'A P.Richard thought, that he could eafily defend himfelf

XXI1I1.

1484.

during the interval, till it arrived ; and he had afterwards
the agreeable profpect of a full and fecure fettlement.
He flattered himfelf, that the Englith nation, feeing all
danger removed of a difputed fucceffion, would then
acquiefce under the dominion of a prince, who was of
mature years, of great abilities, and of a genius qualified
for government ; and that they would forgive him all the
crimes, which he had committed, in paving his way to
the throne.

Bur the crimes of Richard were fo horrid and fo
thocking to humanity, that the natural fentiments of
men, without any political or public views, were fuffi-
cient to render his government unftable ; and every per-
fon' of probity and honour was earneft to prevent the
fcepter from being any longer polluted by that bloody
and faithlefs hand which held it.  All the exiles flocked
to the earl of Richmond in Britanny, and exhorted him
to haften his attempt for a new invafion, and to prevent
the marriage of the princefs Elizabeth, which muft
prove fatal to all his hopes. The earl, fenfible of the
urgent neceflity, but dreading the treachery of Peter
Landais, who had entered into a negociation with Richard
for betraying him, was obliged to attend only to his pre-
fent fafety; and he made his efcape to the court of
France. The minifters of ‘Charles VIII. who had now
fucceeded to the throne after tiie death of his father
Lewis, gave him countenance and protetion ; and being
defirous of raifing difturbance to Richard, they fecretly
encouraged the earl in the levies, which he made for the
fupport of his enterprize upon England. The earl of
Oxford, whom Richard’s fufpicions had thrown into con-
finement, having made his efcape, here joined Henry ; and
enflamed his ardour for the attempt, by the favourable ac-
counts which he brought of the difpofitions of the Eng-

9 lith
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lifth nation, and their univerfal hatred of Richard’scfxﬁr"-
crimes and ufurpation. g

Tae earl of Richmond fet fail from Harfleur inrnv:‘ﬁf'by
Normandy with a fmall army of about 2000 men ; and theearl of
J Richmond.

after a navigation of fix days, he arrived at Milford: peh August,
Haven in Wales, where he landed without oppofition.
He direted his courfe to that part of the kingdom, in
hopes that the Welfh, who regarded him as their coun-
tryman, and who had been already prepoflefled in favour
of his caufe by means of the duke of Buckingham,
would join his ftandard, and enable him to make head
againft the eftablithed government, Richard, who knew
not in what quarter he might expect the invader, had
taken poft at Nottingham, in the center of the king-
dom; and having given commiffions to different perfons
in the feveral counties, whom he empowered to oppofe
his enemy, he purpofed in perfon to fly, on the firft
alarm, to the place expofed to danger. Sir Rice ap
Thomas and Sir Walter Herbert were entrufted with his
authority in Wales ; but the former immediately deferted
to Henry; the fecond made but fecble oppofition to
him: And the earl, advancing towards Shrewfbury, re-
ceived every day fome reinforcement from his partizans.
Sir Gilbert Talbot joined him with all the vaflals and
retainers of the family of Shrewfbury : Sir Thomas Bour-
chier, and Sir Walter Hungerford, brought their friends
to thare his fortunes ; and the appearance of men of di-
ftinction in his camp made already his caufe wear a fa-
vourable afpect.

But the danger, to which Richard was chiefly ex-
pofed, proceeded not fo much from the zeal of his open
encmies, as from the infidelity of his pretended friends.
Scarce any nobleman of diftinction was fincerely attach-
ed to his caufe, except the duke of Norfolk ; and all

tEs thofe
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C)?x?up' thofe who feigned the moft loyalty were only watching
«— . for an opportunity to betray and defert him. But the

perfons, of whom he entertained the greateft {ufpicion,
were lord Stanley and his brother Sir William ; whofe
connexions with the family of Richmond, notwithftand-
ing their profeflions of attachment to his perfon, were
never entirely forgotten or overlooked by him. When he
empowered lord Stanley to levy forces, he ftill retained
his eldeft fon, lord Strange, asa pledge for his fidelity ;
and that nobleman was, on this account, obliged to em-
ploy great caution and referve in his proceedings, He
raifed a powerful body of his friends and retainers in
Chefhire and Lancafhire, but without openly declaring
himfelf: And though Henry had received fecret aflurances
of his friendly intentions, the armies on both fides knew
not what to infer from his equivocal behaviour. The
two rivals, at laft, approached each other, at Bofworth
near Leicefter ; Henry at-the head of fix thoufand men,
Richard with an army of above double the number ; and
a decifive a&ion was every hour expeted between them,
Stanley, who commanded above feven thoufand men,
took care to poft himfelf at Atherftone, not far from the
hoftile camps ; and he made fuch a difpofition as en-
abled him on occafion to join either party. Richard had
too much fagacity not to difcover his intentions from
thefe movements ; but he kept the fecret from his own
men for fear of difcouraging them : He took not imme-
diate revenge on Stanley’s fon, as fome of his courtiers
advifed him; becaufe he hoped that fo valuable a pledge
would induce the father to prolong {till farther his ambi-
guous conduét: And he haftened to decide by arms
the quarrel with his competitoy ; being certain, that a
yiltory over the earl of Richmond would enable him to
take ample revenge on all his enemies, open and con-
gealed. '

THE
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THE van of Richmond’s army, confifting of archers, C ?\:‘HP'
was commanded by the earl of Oxford : Sir Gilbert Tal- —~ ",
bot led the right wing; Sir John Savage the left: The 14%.
earl himfclf, accompanied by his uncle, the earl of
Pcmbrokc, placed himfelf in the main body. Richard

0 took poft in bis main body, and entrufted the com-
mand of his van to the duke of Norfolk: As his wings
were never engaged, we have not learned the names of
the feveral commanders, Soon after the battle began,
lord Stanley, whofe conduct in this whole affair difco-
vers great precaution and abilities, appeared in the ficlds
and declared for the earl of Richmond. This mealure,
which was unexpeted to the men, though not to their
leaders, had a proportional effet on both armies: It in-
fpired unufual courage into Henry’s foldiers; it threw
Richard’s into difmay and confufion. The intrepid ty=-
rant, fenfible of his defperate fituation, caft his cye
around the field, and defcrying his rival at no great

nit him'with fury, in hopes, tha

diftance, he drove .ag

either Henry’s death or his own would decide the viéte 1y
between them. He killed with his own hands Sir Wil
liam Brandon, ftandard-bearer to the earl : He difmount=
ed Sir John Cheyney: He was now within reach of
Richmond himfelf, who declined not the combat; when
Sir William Stanley, breaking in with his troops, fur-
rounded Richard, who, fighting bravely to the ]A(L mo-
ment, was overwhelwed by numbers, and pe erifhed lmehy
a fate teo mild and honourable for his multiplied and
ble enormities.  His men cvery where fou 1t for

dete
fafety by flight,

TuERE fell in this battle about four thoufand of the
vanquifhed ; and among thefe the duke of Norfolk, lord
Ferrars of Charltey b:r Richard Ratcliffe, Sir Robert

pas |
Piercy, and Sir Robert Brackenbury. The lofs was in=-
) 1 S o5 Fida e,
confiderable on the fide of the vi&ors. Sir William
Catefby, a great inftrument of Richard’s e¢rimes, was

U ¢ taken,

o
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taken, and foon after beheaded, with fome others, at

«— — Leicefter. The body of Richard was found in the ﬁeld,_

34850

and charac-
ter of Ri-
chard III,

covered with dead enemies, and all befmeared with blood :
It was thrown carelefsly acrofs a horfe; was carried
to Leicefter amidft the thouts of the infulting fpec-
tators ; and was interred in the Gray-Friars church of
that place.

THaE hiftorians who favour Richard (for even this
tyrant has met with partizans among the later writers)
maintain, that he was well qualified for government, had
he legally obtained it ; and that he committed no crimes
but fuch as were neceflary to procure him poffeffion of
the crown : But this is a poor apology, when it is con-
fefled, that he was ready to commit the moft horrid
crimes, which appeared neceffary for that purpofe; and
it is certain, that all his courage and capacity, qualities
in which he really feems not to have been deficient, would
never have made compenfation to the people for the
danger of the precedent, and for the contagious example
of vice and murder, exalted upon the throne. This
prince was of a {mall ftature, humpbacked, and had a
harfh difagreeable countenance ; fo that his body was in
every particular no lefs deformed than his mind.

Trus have we purfued the hiftory of England through

a feries of many barbarous ages ; till we have at laft reached
the dawn of civility and fcience, and have the profpec,
both of greater certainty in our hiftorical narrations, and
of being able to prefent to the reader a fpectacle more
worthy of his attention. The want of certainty, how-
evef, and of circumftances, is not alike to be complained
of throughout every period of this long narration, = This
ifland"poffefles many ancient hiftorians of good credit;
as well as many hiftorical monuments ; and it is rare,
that
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that the annals of fo uncultivated a people, as were the
Englith as well as the other European nations, after
the decline of Roman learning, have been tranfmitted
to pofterity fo complete, and with fo little mixture of
falfehood and of fable. This advantage we owe entirely
to the clergy of the church of Rome; who, founding
their authority on their fuperior knowledge, preferved
the precious literature of antiquity from a total extinc-
tiont; and under fhelter of their numerous privileges
and immunities, acquired a fecurity, by means of th®
fuperftition, which they would in vain have claimed,
from the juftice and humanity of thofe turbulent and
licentious ages. Nor is the fpeGacle altogether un-
entertaining and uninftruétive, which the hiftory of
thofe times prefents to us. The view of human manners,
in all their variety of appearances, is both profitable and
agreeable ; and if the afpeétin fome periods feem horrid
and deformed, we may thence learn to cherith with the
greater anxiety that {cience and civility, which has fo
clofe a connexion with virtue and humanity, and which,
as it is a fovereign antidote againft fuperftition, is alfo
the moft effectual remedy againft vice and diforders of
every kind.

THE rife, progrefs, perfetion, and decline of art
and fcience, are curious objects of contemplation, and
intimately conneted with a narration of civil tranf-
altions. The events of no -particular period can be
fully accounted for, but by confidering the degrees of
advancement, which men have reached in thofe par-
ticulars.

THosE who caft their eye on the general revolutions of
fociety, will find, that, as almoft all improvements of the
human mind had reached nearly to their ftate of perfec~
tion about the age of Auguftus, there was a fenfible de-

t Sece note [L.] at the end of the volume,
cline
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c ;’X/}\”t" cline from that point or period ; and men thenceforth re-
kmm — lapfed gradually into ignorance and barbarifm. The un-
limited extent of the Roman empire, and the confequent
defpotifm of its monarchs, extinguithed all emulation,
debafed the generous fpirits of men, and depreffed that
noble flame, by which all the refined arts muft be che-
rithed and enlivened. The military government, which
foon fucceeded, rendered even the lives and properties
of men infecure and precarious; and proved deftructive
to thofe vulgar and more neceflary arts of agriculture,
manufa&ures, and commerce; and in the end, to the
military art and genius itfelf, by which alone the im-
menfe fabric of the empire could be fupported. The
irruption of the barbarous nations, which foon followed,
overwhelmed all human knowledge, which was already
far in its decline; and men funk every age deeper into
ignorance, ftupidity, and fuperftition ; till the light of
ancient fcience and hiftory had very nearly fuffered a
total extinion in all the European nations.

But there is a point of depreffion, as well as of
exaltation, from which human affairs naturally return
in a contrary direction, and beyond which they feldom
pafs either in their advancement or decline, The pe-
riod, in which the pcople of Chriftendom were the
loweft funk in ignorance, and confequently in diforders
of every kind, may juftly be fixed at the eleventh cen-
tury, about the age of William the Conqueror ; and
from that cera, the fun of fcience, beginning to re-afcend,
threw out many gleams of light, which preceded the full
morning, when letters were revived in the fifteenth cen-
tury. The Danes and other northern people, who had
fo long infefted all the coafts, and even the inland parts
of Europe, by their depredations, having now learned the
arts of tillagé and agriculture, found a certain fubfiftance
at home, and were no longer tempted to defert their in-

duftry,
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duftry, in order to feck a precarious livelihood by rapineC H A P.

XXTH,

and by the plunder of their neighbours, The feudal go- e >

vernmeénts alfo, among the more fouthern nations, were
reduced to a kind of fyftem ; and though that firange {pe-
cies of civil polity was ill fitted to enfureeither liberty or
tranquillity, it was preferable to the univerfal licence and
diforder, which had every where preceded it. But per-
haps there was no event, which tended farther to the
improvement of the age, than one, which has not been
much remarked, the accidental finding of a copy of Jufti-
nian’s Pande&s, about the year 1130, in the town of
Amalfi in Italy.

THE ecclefiaftics, who had leifure, and fome inclina-
tion to ftudy, immediately adopted with zeal this excel-
lent fyftem of jurifprudence, and fpread the knowledge
of it throughout every part of Europe. Befides the in-
trinfic merit of the performance, it was recommended to
them by its original connexion with the imperial city of
Rome, which, being the feat of their religion, feemed to
acquire a new luftre and authority, by the diffufion of its
Jaws over the weftern world. In lefs than ten years after
the difcovery of the Pandects, Vacarius, under the pro-
teCtion of Theobald, archbithop of Canterbury, read
public lectures of civil law in the univerfity of Oxford;
and the clergy every where, by their example as well as
exhortation, were the means of diffufing the higheft
efteem for this new fcience. That order of men, having
large pofleflions to defend, was, in a manner, neceflitated
to turn their ftudies towards the law ; and their proper-
ties being often endangered by the violence of the princes
and barons, it became their intereft to enforce the ob-
fervance of general and equitable rules, from which alone
they could receive prote&tion. As they poflefled all the
knowledge of the age, and were alone acquainted
with the habits of thinking, the practice, as well as

fcience
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€ H A P.{cience of the law, fell moftly into their hands: And

XX I,

o s though the clofe connexion, which without any necefity

they formed between the canon ard civil Jaw, begat
a2 jealoufy in the laity of England, and prevented the
Roman jurifprudence from becoming the municipal law
of the country, as was the cale in many ftates of Eu-
rope, a great part of it was fecretly transferred into the
pradtice of the courts ofjuﬁicc, and the imitation of
their neighbours made the Englith gradually endeavour to
raife their own law from its original i’mte of rudenefs
and imperfetion.

It is eafy to fee what advantages Europe muft have
reaped by its inheriting at once from the ancients, fo
complete an art, which was alfo o neceflary for giving
fecurity to all other arts, and which, by refining, and
ftill more, by beftowing folidity on the judgment, ferved
as a model to farther impiovements, The fenfible uti-
lity of the Roman law both to public and private intereft
recommended the ftudy of it, at a time when the more
exalted and fpeculative feiences carried no charms with
them ; and thus the laft branch of ancient literature,
which remained uncorrupted, was happily the firft tranf-
mitted to the modern world. For it is remarkable, that
in the decline of Roman learning, when the philofo-
phers were univerfally infeGted with fuperftition and fo-
phiftry, and the poets and hiftorians with barbarifm, the
lawyers, who, in other countries, are feldom models of
fcience or politenefs, were yet able, by the conftant ftudy
and clofe imitation of their predeceflors, to maintain the
fame good fenfe in their decifions and reafonings, and the
fame purity in their language and expreflion.

WaaT beftowed an additional merit on the civil
law, was the extreme imperfeCtion of that jurifpru-
dence, which preceded it among all the European na-
tions, efpecially among the Sakons or ancient Englith.
The abfurdities wluch prevailed at that time in the ad-

miniftration
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miniftration of juftice, may be conceived from the au-C‘(Hﬂ?] P.
thentic monuments which remain of the ancient Saxon __..,,___.;
law ; where a pecuniary commutation was received for ;
every crime, where ftated prices were fixed for men’s
lives and members, where private revenges were autho-
rized for all injuries, where the ufe of the ordeal, corfnet,
and afterwards of the duel, was the received method of
proof, and where the judges were ruftic freeholders, af=
fembled of a fudden, and deciding a caufe from one
debate or altercation of the parties. Such a ftate of fo-
ciety was very little advanced beyond the rude ftate of
nature : Violence univerfally prevailed, inftead of general
and equitable maxims: The pretended liberty of the
times, was only an incapacity of {ubmitting to govern-
ment : And men, not protected by law in their lives and
properties, fought fhelter, by their perfonal fervitude and
attachments under fome powerful chieftain, or by volun-
tary combinations.

THE gradual progrefs of improvement raifed the Eu-
ropeans fomewhat above this uncultivated ftate ; and af-
fairs, in this ifland particularly, took early a turn, which
was more favourable to juftice and to liberty. Civil
émployments and occupations foon became honourable
among the Englith : The fituation of that people ren-
dered not the perpetual attention to wars fo neceffary as
among their neighbours, and all regard was not confined
to the military profeffion : The gentry, and even the no-
bility, began to deem an acquaintance with the law a
neceflary part of education : They were lefs diverted than
afterwards from ftudies of this kind by other fciences ;
and in the age of Henry VI. as we are told by Fortefcue,
there were in the inns of court about two thoufand ftu-
dents, moft of them men of honourable birth, who gave
application ‘to this branch of civil knowledge: A cir-
cumftance which proves, that a confiderable progrefs was

already
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€ H A P. already made in the fcienee of government, and which

prognofticated a ftill greater.

OnE chief advantage, which refulted from the intros
duétion and progrefs of the arts, was the introduction
and progrefs of freedom ; and this confequence affeCted
men both in their perfonal and eivil capacities,

Ir weé confider the ancient ftate of Europe, we fhall
find, that the far greater part of the fociety were every
where bereaved of their per/onal liberty, and lived entirely
at the will of their maflers. Every one, that was not
noble, was 2 flave : The peafants were fold alohg with
the land: The few inhabitants of cities were not in a
better condition : Even the gentry themfelves were fub«
jefted to a long train of fubordination under the greater
barons or chief vaflals of the crown; who, though
feemingly placed in a high ftate of fplendor, yet, having
but a flender protetion from law, were expofed to every
tempeft of ‘the flate; and by the precarious condition in
which they lived, paid dearly for the power of opprefiing
and tyrannizing over their inferiors. The firft incident,
which broke in upon this violent {yftem of government,
was the practice, begun in Italy, and imitated in France,
of erefting communities and corporations, endowed with
privilegzes and a feparate municipal government, which
cave them prote@ion againft the tyranny of the barons,
and which the prince himfelf deemed it prudent to re-
fpe@v. The relaxation of the feudal tenures, and an

u There appear early fymptoms of the jealoufy, entertained by the barors
againft the progrefs of the arts, as deftruétive of their licentious powers
A law was ena&ted, 7 Henry IV. chap. 17. prohibiting any one who did nog
poflafs twenty fhillings a year in land from binding his fons apprentices ta
any trade. They found already that the cities began to drain the country
of the labourers and hufbandmen ; and did not forefee how much the encreafe
of commerce would encreafe the value of their eftates, See farther, Cottons
p. 179. The kings, to encourage the boroughs, granted them this privi-
lege, that any villain, who had lived a twelvemonth in any corporation and
had been of the guild, fhould be thenceforth regarded as frees

execution
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execution fomewhat ftriter, of the public law, beftowed € H A P.
an independance on vaflals, which was unknown to their _)_f,__;
forefathers. And even the peafants themfelves, though
later than other orders of the ftate, made their efcape
from thole bonds of villenage or flavery, in which they
had formerly been retained.

It may appear ftrange, that the progrefs of the arts,
which fecems, among the Greeks and Romans, to have
daily encreafed the number of flaves, thould, in later
times, have proved fo general a fource of liberty ; but
this difference in the events proceeded from a great dif-
ference in the circumftances, which attended thofe infti-
¢tutions. The ancient barons, obliged to maintain
themfelves continually in a military pofture, and little
emulous of elegance or fplendor, employed not their
villains as domeftic fervants, much lefs as manufacturers;
but compofed their retinue of free-men, whofe military
fpirit rendered the chieftain formidable to his neighbours,
and who were ready to attend him in every warlike enter-
prize. . The villains were entirely occupied in the culti-
vation of their mafter’s land, and paid their rents either
in corn and cattle and other produce of the farm, or
in fervile offices, which they performed about the baron’s
family, and uponlthc farms which he retained in his
own pofleffion. In proportion as agriculture improved,
and money encreafed, it was found, that thefe fervicess
though extremely burdenfome to the villain, were of
little advantage to the mafter; and that the produce of
a large eftate could be much more conveniently difpofed
of by the peafants themfelves, who raifed it, than by the
landlord or his bailiff, who were formerly accuftomed to
receive it. A commutation was therefore made of rents
for fervices, and of money-rents for thofe in kind ; and
as men, in a fubfequent age, difcovered, that farms were
better cultivated where the farmer enjoyed, a fecurity in

3 his
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his pofleflion, the pratice of granting leafes to the pea-
fant began to prevail, which entirely broke the bonds of
fervitude, already much relaxed from the former prac-
tices. After this manner, villenage went gradually into
difufe throughout the more civilized parts of Europe:
The intereft of the mafter, as well as that of the flave,
concurred in this alteration. The lateft laws which we
find in England for enforcing or regulating this. fpe-
cies of fervitude, were enacted in the reign of Henry
VII. Andthough the ancient ftatutes on this fubject re-
main ftill unrepealed by parliament, it appears, that,
before the end of Elizabeth, the diftin&ion of villain
and freeman was totally, though infenfibly abolifhed,
and that no perfon remained in the ftate, to whom the
former laws could be applied.

THUS perfonal freedom became almoft general in Eu=
rope ; an advantage which paved the way for the encreafe
of political or civil liberty, and which, even where it was
not attended with this falutary effect, ferved to give the
members of the community fome of the moft confiderable
advantages of it.

Tue conftitution of the Englith government, ever
fince the invafion of this ifland by the Saxons, may boaft
of this pre-eminence, that in no age the will of the mo-
narch was ever entirely abfolute and uncontrouled : But in
other refpects the balance of power has extremely fhifted
among the feveral orders of the ftate ; and this fabric has
experienced the fame mutability, that has attended all
human inftitutions.

THE ancient Saxons, like the other German nations,
where each individual was enured to arms, and where
the independance of men was fecured by a great equality
of pofleflions, feem to have admitted a confiderable mix~
ture of democracy into their form of government, and
to have been onc of the freeft nations, of which there

remains
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remains any account in the records of hiftory. After this C H A P,

tribe was fettled in England, efpecially after the diffolu-

tion of the Heptarchy, the great extent of the kingdom
produced a great inequality in property; and the balance
feems to have inclined to the fide of ariftocracy. The
Norman conqueft threw more authority into the hands
of the fovereign, which, however, admitted of great
controul ; though derived lefs from the general forms of
the conftitution, which were inaccurate and irregular,
than from the independant power enjoyed by each baron
in his particular diftri¢t or province. The eftablifhment
of the Great Charter exalted {till higher the Ariftocracy,
impofed regular limits on royal power, and gradually in-
troduced fome mixture of Democracy into the conftitu=
tion. But even during this period, from the acceflion
of Edward I. to the death of Richard III. the condition
of the commons was nowife eligible; a kind of Polifh
Ariftocracy prevailed ; and though the kings were limit-
ed, the people were as yet far from being free. It re-
quired the authority almoft abfolute of the fovereigns,
which took place in the {ubfequent period, to pull down
thofe diforderly and licentious tyrants, who wereequally
averfe from peace and from freedom, and to eftablifh that
regular execution of the laws, which, in a following
age, enabled the people to erect a regular and equitable
plan of liberty.

Ix each of thefe fucceffive alterations, the only rule of
government, which is intelligible or carries any authority
with it, is the eftablifhed practice of the age, and the
maxims of adminiftration, which are at that time prevalent,
and univerfally affented to. Thofe who, from a pre-
tended refpet to antiquity, appeal at every turn to an
eriginal plan of the conftitution, only cover their tur-
bulent fpirit and their private ambition under the appear-
ance of venerable forms ; and whatever period they pitch

Vour, II, X on
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on for their model, they may ftill be carried back to 4
more ancient period, where they will find the meafures
of power entirely different, and where every circum=
ftance, by reafon of the greater barbarity of the times,
will appear ftill lefs worthy of imitation. Above all, a
civilized nation, like the Englith, who have happily efta-
blithed the moft perfet and moft accurate {yftem of liberty
that was ever found compatible with government, ought
to be cautious in appealing to the praétice of their anceftors,
or regarding the maxims of uncultivated ages as certain
rules for their prefent condué. An acquaintance with the
ancient periods of their government is chiefly u/eful by in-
ftruéting them to cherifh their prefent conftitution, from 3
comparifon or contraft with the condition of thofe diftant
times. And it is alfo curious, by fhewing them the
remote, and commonly faint and disfigured originals of
the moft finithed and moft noble inftitutions, and by
inftruing them in the great mixture of accident, which
commonly concurs with a fmall ingredient of wifdom
and forefight, in ereCting the gomplicated fabric of thg
imoft perfect government, s
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Acceffion of Henry VII, His title to the crown

—— King’s prejudice againft the houfe of ¥ork——
His coronation
En-

An in-

His joyful reception in London
—— Sweating ficknefs A parliament

r

tail of the crown——King’s marriage
Surreliion: Difcontents of the people
bert Simmel——Revolt of  Ireland
of the dutchefs of Burgundy

invades England—— Battle of Stoke.

Lam-
Intrigues

Lambert Simnel

HE vitory, which the earl of Richmond gained © ,f{,{“vp-
at Bofworth, was entirely decifive; being at-‘—— —

tended, as well with the total rout and difperfion of the A“;jii‘z
royal army, as with the death of the king himfelf. Joy

for this great fuccefs fuddenly prompted the foldiers, in

the field of battle, to beftow on their vitorious general

the appellation of king, which he had not hitherto af-

Acceflion of

fumed : and the acclamations of Long live Henr Se-
% t ong I enry the Se Henty VII,

wenth, by a natural and unpremeditated movement, re-
founded from all quarters, 'To beftow fome appearance
of formalityon this fpecies of military eleétion, Sir Wil-
liam Stanley brought a crown of ornament, which Rich-
ard wore in battle, and which had been found among
the” fpoils; and he put it on the head of the vitor.
Henry himfelf remained not in fufpence ; but immedi-
ately, without hefitation, accepted of the magnificent
prefent, which was tendered him, He was come to the
crifis of his fortune ; and being obliged fuddenly to de-

X 2 terming
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termine himfelf, amidft great difficulties, which he muft

‘e~ have frequently revolved in his mind, he chofe that part,

3485,

His title to
the crown,

which his ambition fuggefted to him, and to which he
feemed to be /iﬁvited by his prefent fuccefs,

THERE Were many titles, on which Henry could found
his right to the crown ; but no one of them free from
great objections, if confidered, with refpect either to juf~
tice or to policy.

During fome years, Henry had been regarded as heir
to the houfe of Lancafter, by the party attached to that
family ; but the title of the houfe of Lancafter itfelf was
generally thought to be very ill-founded. Henry IV. who
had firft raifed it to royal dignity, had never clearly de-
fined the foundation of his claim; and while he plainly
invaded the order of fucceflion, he had not acknowledged
the ele&tion of the people. The parliament, it is true,
had often recognized the title of the Lancaftrian princes;
but thefe votes had little authority, being confidered as
inftances of complaifance towards a family in pofleflion of
prefent power : And they had accordingly been often re-
verfed during the late prevalence of the houfe of York.

Prudent men alfo, who had been willing, for the fake of

peace, to fubmit to any eftablithed authority, defired not
to fee the claims of that family revived ; claims, which
muft produce many convulfions at prefent, and which dif-
jointed for the future the whole fyftem of hereditary right.
Befides, allowing the title of the houfe of Lancafter to
be legal, Henry himfelf was not the true heir of that fa-
mily ; and nothing but the obftinacy, natural to faction,
which never, without relutance, will fubmit to an anta-
gonift, could have engaged the Lancaftrians to adopt the
earl of Richmond as their head. His mother indeed,
Margaret, countefs of Richmond, was fole daughter and
heir of the duke of Somerfet, fprung from John of Gaunt,
duke of Lancafter: But the defcent of the Somerfet line

was
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was itfelf illegitimate and even adulterous. And thoughc H A P,
the duke of Lancafter had obtained the legitimation of his ok )

natural children by a patent from Richard II. confirmed
in parliament ; it might juftly be doubted, whether this
deed could beftow any title to the crown; fince in the
patent itfelf all the privileges conferred by it are fully enu-
merated, and the fucceffion to the kingdom is exprefsly
excluded ¥. In all fettlements of the crown, made
during the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes, the line of
Somerfet had been entirely overlooked ; and it was not
till the failure of the legitimate branch, that men had
paid any attention to their claim. And to add to the ge-
neral diflatisfaction againft Henry’s title, his mother, from
whom he derived all his right, was ftill alive; and evi-
dently preceded him in the order of fucceflion.

THE title of the houfe of York, both from the plain
reafon of the cafe, and from the late popular government
of Edward IV, had univerfally obtained the preference in
the fentiments of the people ; and Henry might engraft
his claim on the rights of that family, by his intended
matriage with the princefs Elizabeth, the heir of it; a
marriage, which he had folemnly promifed to celebrate,
and to the expeftation of which he had chiefly owed all
his paft fuccefles, But many reafons diffuaded Henry
from adopting this expedient. Were he to receive the
crown only in right of his confort, his power, he knew,
would be very limited ; and he muft expect rather to en-
joy the bare title of king by a fort of courtefy, than pof-
fefs the real authority which belongs to it. Should the
princefs die before him without iffue, he muft defcend
from the throne, and give place to the next in fucceflion:
And even if his bed fhould be bleft with offspring, it
fecemed dangerous to expe€t, that filial piety in his chil-
dren would prevail over the ambition of obtaining prefent

w Rymer, tom, vil, p. 849. Coke’s Int, 4. Inl part, 1. p. 37.
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poffeffion of rezal power. An a& of parliament, indeed,
might eafily be procured to fettle the crown on him during
life ; but Henry knew how much fuperior the claim of
fucceflion by blood was to the authority of an aflembly *,
which had always been overborne by violence in the
fhock of contending titles, and whick had ever been more
governed by the conjunctures of the times, than by any
confideration derived from reafon or public intereft.

THERE was yet a third foundation, onr which Henry
might reft his claim, theright of conqueft, by his viGory
over Richard, the prefent poffeflor of the crown. But
befides that Richard himfelf was deemed no better than
an ufurper, the army, which fought againft him, confifted
chiefly of Englithmen ; and a right of conqueft over Eng-
land could never be eftablithed by fuch a victory. No-
thing alfo would give greater umbrage to the nation than
a claim of this nature; which might be conftrued as an
abolition of all their rights and privileges, and the efta-
blithment of abfolute authority in the fovereign 7. Wil-
Tiam himfelf, the Norman, though at the head of a power-
ful and victorious army of foreigners, had at firft declined
the invidious title of conqueror; and it was not till the
full eftablifbment of his authority, that he had ventured
to advance fo violent and deftructive a pretenfion.

But Henry was fenfible, that there remained another
foundation of power, fomewhat refembling the right of con-
queft, namely, prefent pofleflion ; and that this title, guard-
ed by vigour and abilities, would be fufficient to {ecure per-
petual pofleffion of the throne. He had before him the
example of Henry IV, who, fupported by no better pre-
tenfion, had fubdued many infurrections, and had been
able to tranfmit the crown peaceably to his pofterity., He
could perceive, that this claim, which had been perpetuated
through three generations of the family of Lancatter,

% Bacon in Kennet’s complete Eiftory, p. 570 ¥ Bacon, p- §79.

might




& .NR ¥, VI g1t

thight ftill have fubfifted, notwithftanding the preferableC H 4 I
title of the houfe of York ; had not the fcepter devolved . XZ'_,
into thie hands of Henry V1. which were too feeble to fuf- 2485«

tain it. Inftruced by this recent experience, Henry was

determined to put himfelf in poffeffion of regal authority ;
and to fhow all opporiéents, that nothing but force of arms
and a fuccefsful war fhould be able to expel him. His
claim as heir to the houfe of Lancafter he was refolved
to advance; and never allow to be difcufled : And he
hoped that this right, favoured by the partizans of that
family, and feconded by prefent power, would fecure him
a perpetual and an independant authoritys

THEsE views of Henry are not expofed to much blame;
Becaufe founded oni good policy, and even ona {pecies of
neceflity : But there entered into all his meafures and
counfels another motive, which admits not of . the fame
apology. The violent contentions; which, during fo longﬁ?isf_“‘;
a period, had been maintained between the rival families, gainft the

and the many fanguinary revenges, which they had alter- ;;:r';_m
nately taken on each other; had inflamed the oppofite fac-
tions to a high pitch of animofity. Henry himfelf, who
had feen moft of his near friends and relations perifh in
battle or by the executioner, and who had been expofed in
his own perfon to iany hardthips and dangers, had im-
bibed a violent antipathy to the York party, which no time
or experience were ever able to efface. Inftead of embracing
the prefent happy opportunity of abolifhing thefe fatal
diftin&ions, of uniting his title with that of his confort,
and of beftowing favour indifcriminately on the friends of
both families ;s he carried to the throne all the partialities
which belong to the head of a faction, and even the paf-
fions which are carefully guarded againft by every true
politician in that fituation. To cxalt the Lancaftrian
party, to deprefs the adherents of the houfe of York, were
fill the favourite objes *®f his purfuit: and through
X 4 the
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C H ?\/P the whole courfe of his reign, he never forgot thefe early
. ;,, ...y prepofleflions. Incapable from his natural temper of a

more enlarged and more benevolent {yftem of policy, he
expofed himfelf to many prefent inconveniences, by too
anxioufly guarding againft that future pofiible event,
which might disjoin his title from that of the princefs
whom he efpoufed. And while he treated the Yorkifts
as enemies; he foon rendered them fuch, and taught them
to difcufs that right to the crown, which he fo carefully
kept feparate; and to perceive its weaknefs and inva-
lidity.

To thefe paflions of Henry, as well as to his fufpicious
politics, we are to afcribe the meafures, which he embraced
two days after the battle of Bofworth. Edward Planta-
genet, earl of Warwic, fon of the duke of Clarence, was
detained in a kind of confinement at Sherif-Hutton in
Yorkthire, by the jealoufy of his uncle, Richard ; whofe
title to the throne was inferior to that of the young
prince. 'Warwic had now reafon to expect better treat-
ment, as he was no obftacle to the fucceflion either of
Henry or Elizabeth; and from a youth of {uch tender years
no danger could reafonably be apprehended. But Sir
Robert Willoughby was difpatched by Henry with orders
to take him from Sherif-Hutton, to convey him to the
Tower, and to detain him in clofe cuftody 2, The fame
meflenger carried directions, that the princefs Elizabeth,
who had been confined to the fame place, thould be con=
duéted to London, in ord\r to meet_Henry, and thcre
celebrate her nuptials. L3 B2 =l

Hexry himfelf fet out ‘for the; Capxtal -and advanced
by flow journies. Not to roufé: the_]é atoufy of the people,
he took care to avoid all appearance of:military triumph ; 55
and fo to reftrain the infolence of vitory, thatievery

“ Bacon, p. 579+ Polydore Virgil, p, 565,

thing
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thing about him bore the appearance of an eftablifhed C H A P,
monarch, making a peaceable progrefs through his domi- ;.\,._'.J
nions, rather than of a prince who had opened his way His’l;sysr:ul
to the throne by force of arms. The acclamations of receptionin
the people were every where loud, and no lefs fincere “ondem
and hearty. Befides that a young and victorious prince,

on his acceflion, was naturally the object of popularity ;

the nation promifed themfelves great felicity from the new

fcene which opened before them. During the courfe of

near a whole century the kingdom had been laid wafte by
domeftic wars and convulfions ; and if at any time the

noife of arms had ceafed, the found of fattion and dif-

content flill threatened new diforders. Henry, by his

marriage with Elizabeth, feemed to enfure a union of the
contending titles of the two families ; and having pre-
vailed over a hated tyrant, who had anew disjointed the
fucceflion even of the houfe of York, and had filled his
own family with blood and murder, he was, every where,
attended with the unfeigned favour of the people. Nu-
merous and {plendid troops of gentry and nobility accom=
panied his progrefs. ‘The mayor and companies of Lon-
don received him as he approached the city : The crouds
of people and citizens were zealous in their expreflions of
fatisfaCtion. But Henry, amidft this general effufion of
joy, difcovered ftill the ftatelinefs and referve of his tem-
per, which made him fcorn to court popularity : He en-
tered London in a clofe chariot, and would not gratify
the people with a fight of their new fovereign.

BuTt the king did not fo much neglect the favour of
the people, as to delay giving them affurances of his
marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, which he knew to
be fo paffionately defired by the nation. On his leaving
Britanny, he had artfully dropped fome hints, that, if
he fhould fucceed in his enterprize, and obtain the crown
of England, he would efpoufe Anne, the heir of that

dutchy ;

~y
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dutchy ; and the report of this engagement had already

\ , reached England, and had begotten anxiety in the peopleg

Q

21455«

His eorona-
tion.

Sweating

ficknefs,

goth O&.

and even in Elizabeth herfelf. Henry took care to diffi-
pate thefe apprehenfions; by folemnly renewing; before
the council and principal nobility, the promife which he
had already given to celebrate his nuptials with the Eng-
lith prineefs. But though bound by honour, as well as
by intereft, to complete this alliance, he was refolved to
poftpone it, till the ceremony of his own coronation
fhould be finithed, and till his title fhould be recognized
by parliament. Still anxious to fupport his perfonal and
hereditary right to the throne, he dreaded left a preceding
marriage with the princefs fhould imply a participation of
fovereignty in her, and raife doubts of his own title by
the houfe of Lancafter.

TuerE raged at that time in London, and other parts
of the kingdom, a fpecies of malady, unknown to any
other age or nation, the Sweating ficknefs, which occa=~
fioned the fudden death of great multitudes; though it
feemed not to be propagated by any contagious infetion,
but arofe from the general difpofition of the air and of the
human body. In lefs than twenty-four hours the pa-
tient commonly died or recovered ; but when the pefti-
lence had exerted its fury for a few weeks, it was obferved,
cither from alterations in the air, or from a more proper
regimen, which had been difcovered, to be confiderably
abated®. Preparations were then made for the ceremony
of Henry’s coronation, In order to heighten the fplendor
of that {peftacle, he beftowed the rank of knight ban-
neret on twelve perfons ; and he conferred peerages on
three. Jafper carl of Pembroke, his uncle, was created
duke of Bedford; Thomas lord Stanley, his father-in-
law, earl of Derby ; and Edward Courtency, ear] of De-
vonfhire. At the coronation likewife there appeared &

2 Polydore Virgil, p. 567,

pev
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niew inftitution, which the king had eftablithed for fecu- C‘f{v{:’ P.
rity as well as pomp, a band of fifty archers, who were. e ™
termed yeomen of the guard, But left the people thould 1435
take umbrage at this unufual fymptom of jealoufy in the

prince, as if it implied a perfonal diffidence of his fub-

jects, he declared the inftitution to be perpetual. The
ceremony of coronation was performed by cardinal Bour-

chier, archbifhop of Canterbury.

THE parliament being aflembled at Weftminfter, the 7th Nov.
A parlia=

majority immediately appeared to be devoted partizans of pene,

Henry ; all perfons of another difpofition, either declin-
ing to ftand in thofe dangerous times, or being obliged to
diffemble their principles and inclinations, The Lanca-
ftrian party had every where been fuccefsful in the elec-
tions ; and even many had been returned, who, during
the prevalence of the houfe of York, had been expofed to
the rigour of law, and had been condemned by fentence
of attainder and outlawry. Their right to take feats in
the houfe being queftioned, the cafe was referred to all
the judges, who aflembled in the Exchequer Chamber,
in order to deliberate on fo delicate a fubje&. The opi-
nion delivered was prudent, and contained a juft tem-
perament between law and expediency ®. The judges
determined, that the members attainted fhould ferbear
taking their feat till an aét were pafled for the reverfal of
their attainder. 'There was no difficulty in obtaining this
aét; and in it were comprehended a hundred and feven
perfons of the king’s party ¢!

BuT a fcruple was ftarted of a nature ftill more im-
portant. The king himfelf had been attainted ; and his
right of fucceflion to the crown might thence be expofed
to fome doubt. The judges extricated themfelves from
this dangerous queftion, by afferting it as a maxim;
¢ That the crown takes away all defets and ftops in

b Bacon, p. 581 ¢ Rot, Parl, 3 Hen, VIL n, 2, 3, 4—
350 17, 26635,

¢ blood ;
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¢ blood ; and that from the time the king affumed royal
«¢ authority, the fountain was cleared, and all attainders
¢ and corruptions of blood difcharged “. »  Befides that
the cafe, from its urgent neceflity, admitted of no delibe-
ration ; the judges probably thought, that no fentence of
a court of judicature had authority fufficient to bar the
tight of fucceffion ; that the heir of the crown was com-
monly expofed to fuch jealoufy as might often occafion
ftretches of law and juftice againft him ; and that a prince
might even be engaged in unjuftifiable meafures during
his predeceffor’s reign, without meriting on that account
2o be excluded from the throne, which was his birth-
xight,

WiTtH a parliament fo obfequious, the king could not
fail of obtaining whatever a& of fettlement he was pleafed
10 require. He feems only to have entertained fome doubt
within himfelf on what claim he fhould found his preten-
fions. In his fpeech to the parliament he mentioned
his juft title by hereditary right : But lcft that title fhould
not be efteemed fufficient, he fubjoined his claim by the
judgment of God, who had given him vi&tory over his
enemies. And again, left this pretenfion fhould be in«
terpreted as affuming a right of conqueft, he enfured to
his fubjeéts the full enjoyment of their former properties
and pofleffions.

THE entail of the crown was drawn, according to the
fenfe of the king, and probably in words, diftated by
him. He made no mention in it of the princefs Eliza-
beth, nor of any branch of her family; but in other re-
fpefts the a&t was compiled with fufficient referve and
moderation. He did not infift, that it fhould contain a
declaration or recognition of his preceding right; as on
the other hand, he avoided the appearance of a new law
or ordinance, He chofe a middle courfe, which, as is

¢ Bacon, p, 58k
generally
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generally unavoidable in fuch cafes, was not entirely freeC 11 A P.

: ; X1V
from uncertainty and obfcurity., It was voted, <¢ That y

¢ the inheritance of the crown fhould reft, remain, and
¢ abide in the king ®;”’ but whether as rightful heir, or
only as prefent poffeffor, was not determined. In like
manner, Henry was contented that the fucceffion {hould
be fecured to the heirs of his body ; but he pretended not,
in cafe of their failure, to exclude the houfe of York, or
to give the preference to that of Lancafter: He left that
great point ambiguous for the prefent, and trufted, that,
if it fhould ever become requifite to determine it, future
incidents would open the way for the decifion.

Burt even after all thefe precautions, the king was fo
little fatisfied with his own title, that, in the following
year, he applied to papal authority for a confirmation of
it 5 and as the court of Rome gladly laid hold of all op-
portunities, which the imprudence, weaknefs, or nece{-
fities of princes afforded it to extend its influence, Inno-
cent VIII. the reigning pope, readily granted a bull, in
whatever terms the king was pleafed to defire. All Hen-
ry’s titles, by fucceflion, marriage, parliamentary choice,
even conqueft, are there enumerated ; and to the whole
the fanétion of religion is added ; excommunication is
denounced againft every one who fhould either difturb
him in the prefent pofleflion, or the heirs of his body
in the future fucceflion, of the crown; and from this
penalty, no criminal, except in the article of death,
could be abfolved but by the pope himfelf, or his fpe-
cial commiffioners. It is difficult to imagine, that the
fecurity, derived from this bull, could be a compenfation
for the defect which it betrayed in Henry’s title, and
for the danger of thus inviting the pope to interpofe in
thefe concerns,

¢ Bacon, p. 5815
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It was natural, and even laudable in Henry to reverfe
the attainders, which had paffed againft the partizans of
the houfe of Lancafter : But the revenges, which he ex-
ercifed againft the adherents of the Y ork family, to which
he was fo foon to be allied, cannot be confidered in the
fame light,  Yet the parliament, at his inftigation, paffed
an aé of attainder againft the late king himfelf, againft
the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Surrey, vifcount Lovel,
the lords Zouche and Ferrars of Chartley, Sir Walter
and Sir James Harrington, Sir William Berkeley, Sir
Humphrey Stafford, Catefby, and about twenty other
gentlemen, who had fought on Richard’s fide in the bat-
tle of Bofworth., How men could be guilty of treafon,
by fupporting the king in pofleffion againft the earl of
Richmond, who aflumed not the title of king, it is not
eafy to conceive ; and nothing but a fervile complaifance
in the parliament could have engaged them to make this
ftretch of juftice. Nor was it a fmall mortification to the
people in general, to find, that the king, prompted el-
ther by avarice or refentment, could, in the very begin-
ning of his reign, fo far violate the cordial union, which
had previoufly been concerted between the parties, and
to the expectation of which he had plainly owed his fuc-
ceffion to the throne.

TuE king, having gained fo many points of confe-
quence from the parliament, thought it not expedient. ta
demand any fupply from them, which the profound peace
enjoyed by the nation, and the late forfeiture of Ri-
chard’s adherents, feemed to render fomewhat fuperfluous.
The parliament, however, conferred on him during life
the duty of tonnage and poundage, which had been en-
joyed in the fame manner by fome of his immediate pre=
deceffors ; and they added, before they broke up, other
money bills of no great moment. T'he king, on his part,
made returns of grace and favour to his people, He pub-

5
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lithed his royal proclamation, offering pardon to all fuch ©_H A P,

XXIV,

as had taken arms, or formed any attempts againft him ;"

provided they fubmitted themfelves to mercy by a certain
day, and took the ufual oath of fealty and allegiance.
Upon this proclamation many came out of their fan&u-
aries ; and the minds of men were every where much
quieted. Henry chofe to take wholly to himfelf the merit
of an a& of grace, fo agreeable to the nation ; rather
than communicate it with the parliament, (as was his
firft intention) by pafling a bill to that purpofe. ‘The
carl of Surrey, however, though he had fubmitted, and
delivered himfelf into the king’s hands, was fent prifoner
to the Tower.

During this parliament, the king alfo beftowed fa-
vours and honours on fome particular perfons, who were
attached to him. Edward Stafford, eldeft fon of the
duke of Buckingham, attainted in the late reign, was re-
ftored to the honours of his family, as well as to its for-
tune, which was very ample, This generofity, fo unufual
in Henry, was the effect of his gratitude to the memory
of Buckingham, who had firft concerted the plan of his
glevation, and who by his own ruin had made way for
that great event. Chandos of Britanny was created earl
of Bath, Sir Giles Daubeny lord Daubeny, and Sir Ro-
bert Willoughby lord Broke, Thefe were all the titles
of nobility conferred by the king during this feflion of
parliament ¢,

Bur the minifters, whom Henry moft trufted and fa-
voured, were not chofen from among the nobility, or
even from among the laity. John Morton, and Richard
Fox, two clergymen, perfons of induftry, vigilance, and
gapacity, were the men to whom he chiefly confided his
affairs and fecret counfels. ‘They had fhared with him
@ll his former dangers end diftrefles ; and he now took

€ Polydore Virgil, p. 566,
Care
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C}I&l/‘t,.!’. care to make them participate in his good fortune. 'They
‘o —— Were both called to the privy council; Morton was
1435, reftored to the bithopric of Ely, Fox was created bifhop
of Exeter. The former foon after, upon the death of
Bourchier, was raifed to the fee of Canterbury. The
latter was made privy feal; and fucceflively, bithop of
Bath and Wells, Durham, and Winchefter. For Henry,
as lord Bacon obferves, loved to employ and advance
prelates ; becaufe, having rich bifhoprics to beftow, it
was eafy for him to reward their fervices : And it was
his maxim to raife them by flow fteps, and make them
firft pafs through the inferior fees f. He probably ex-
pe&ed, that, as they were naturally more dependant on
him than the nobility, who, during that age, enjoyed
pofleflions and jurifdictions dangerous to royal authority 3
fo the profpeét of farther elevation would render them
'@ill more afive in his fervice, and more obfequious to his

'commands,

1486, In prefenting the bill of tonnage and poundage, the
#8ch Jan-  parliament, anxious to preferve the legal, undifputed
fucceflion to the crown, had petitioned Henry, with de-
monftrations of the greateft zcal, to efpoufe the princefs
Elizabeth ; but they covered their true reafon under the

dutiful pretence of their defire to have heirs of his body.

King's mar- He now thought in earneft of fatisfying the minds of his
s 2 people in that particular. His marriage was celebrated at
f.ondon ;3 and that with greater appearance of univerfal

joy, than either his firft entry or his coronation. Henry
remarked with much difpleafure this general favour borne

26 the houfe of York. The fufpicions, which arofe from

it, not only difturbed his tranquillity during his whole

reign 3 but bred difguft towards his confort herfelf, and

poifoned all his domeftic enjoyments, Though wirtuous,
f Bacem, pe 5320
amiabley
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fmiable, and obfequious to the laft degree; fhe never: metC)HXAVP
with a proper return of affeCtion; or even of complaifance ____" 4
firom her hufband ; and the malignant ideas of fation  1486;
ftill, in his fullen mind, prevailed over all the fentiments

of conjugal tendernefs,

T're king had been carried along, with fuch a tide of
fuccefs, ever fince hisarrival in Englahd, that he thought
nothing could withftand the fortune and authority which
attended him. He now refolved to make a progrefs into
the North, where the friends of the houfé of York, and
even the partizans of Richard, were numerous; in
hopes of curing, by his preferice and converfation, thé
prejudices of thé malcontents.  'When he arrived at Not=
tingham, he heard that vifcount Lovel, with Sir Hums
phrey Stafford and Thomas, his brother, had fecretly
withdrawn themfelves from their fanctuary at Colchefter :
But this news appeared not to liim of fuch importance as
to ftop his journey; and he prockeded foriward to York,
He there heard, that the Staffords had levied an army, Aninfofs
and were marching to befiege the city of Worcefter tiony
And that Lovel, at the head of three or four thoufand
men, wasapproaching toattack him in York. Henry was
not diihuwed with this intelligence; = His active courage;
full of - refources; immediately prompted him to find the
proper rémedy. ‘Though furrounded with enemies in
thefe difaffeéted couhties; he zflembled a {fsall body of
troops, in whom he could coiifidé { and he put them
under the command of the duke of Bedford. He joined
to them all his own attendants; but he found that this
hafty armament was more forinidable by theif {pirit and
their zealous attachment to him, than by the armis or
military ftores with which they were provided. He there-
fore gave Bedford orders not to approach the ehemy; but
previoufly to try every proper expedient to difperfe them,
Bedford publifhed a general promife of pardon to the res

Yor. HE g2 bels §
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C H A P.bels; which had a greater effe& on their leader than on
V:\’u : 2

el s iohowcrs. Lovel, who had undertaken an enterprx'?'e
1486,  that exceeded his courage and capacity, was fo teruﬁed

with the fear of defertion among his troops, that he fud-
denly withdrew himfelf ; and, after lurking fome time in
Lancafhire, he made his efcape into rlandc s, where he
was proteted by the dutchefs of Burgundy. His army
fubmitted to the king’s clemency ; and the other rebels,
hearing of thais fuccefs, raifed the fiege of Worcefter,
and difperfed themfelves. The Staffords took fanétuary
in the church of Colnham, a village near Abingdon; but
as it was found, that this church had not the privilege
of giving protection to rebels, they were taken thence:
The elder was executed at T'yburn ; the younger, plead-
ing that he had been mifled by his brother, obtained a
p’lm()’L g, -

HEeNRY’s joy for d)lb fuccefs was tollowcd fome time
after, by the birth of a prince, to whom he gave the
name of Arthur, in memory of the famous Britith king

of that name, from whom, it was pretended, the family
of Tudor derived its defcent.

THOUGI—I Henry had been able to defeat this hafty
rebellion, raifed by the relics of Richard’s partizans, his
government was become in general unpopular: The
fource of public difcontent arofe chiefly from-his preju-
dices againft the houfe of York, which was generally
beloved by the nation, and which, for that very reafon,
became every day more the object of his hatred and jea-
loufy., Not only a preference on all occafions, it was
obferved, was given to -the Lancaftrians; but many of
the oppofite party had been expofed to great feverity, and
had been bereaved of their fortunes by alts of attainder.
A general refumption likewife had pafled of all grants
midc by the princes of the houfe of York ; and though

g Polydore Virgil, p. 569,
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this rigour had been covered under the pretence, that the
revenue was become infufficient to fupport the dignity
of the crown, and though the grants, during the later
years of Henry VI. were refumed by the fame law,
yet the York party, as they were the principal fufferers
by the refumption, thought it chiefly levelled againft
them. The feverity, exercifed againft the carl of War-
wic, begat compaffion for youth and innocence, ex-
pofed to fuch oppreflion; and his confinement in the
Tower, the very place where Edward’s children had been
murdered by their uncle, made the public expect a like
cataftrophe for him, and led them to make a comparifon
between Henry and that detefted tyrant. And when it
was remarked, that the queen herfelf met with harfh
treatment, and even after the birth of a fon, was not ad-
mitted to the honour of a public coronation, Henry’s
prepofleflions were then concluded to be inveterate, and
men became equally obftinate in their difguft to his
government. Nor was the manner and addrefs of the
king calculated to cure thefe prejudices contracted againit
his adminiftration ; but had, in every thing, a tendency
to promote fear, or at beft reverence, rather than good-
will and affetion®, While the high idea, entertained
of his policy and vigour, retained the nobility and men of
character in obedience ; the effects of his unpopular go-
ared, by incidents of an extraordinary

nature,

one Richard Simon, a prieft,
y, and ftill more enterprize and

"THERE lived in Oxf
who pofleffed fome fubt!
temerity. ‘This man had entertained the defign of dif-
turbing Henry’s government, by raifing a pretender to
his crown; and for that purpofe, he caft his eyes on

Lambert Simnel, a youth of fifteen years of age, who
was fon of a baker, and who, being endowed with under-

b Bacon, p. §83.
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ftanding above his years, and addrefs above his conditiorty
feemed well fitted to perfonate a prince of royal extrac<
tion. A report had been fpread among the people, and
received with great avidity, that Richard, duke of York,
fecond fon of Edward IV. had, by a fecret efcape, faved
himfelf from the cruelty of his uncle, and lay fomewhere
concealed in England. Simon, taking advantage of this
rumour, had at firt inftruéted his pupil to affume that
name, which he found to be fo fondly cherifhed by the
public : But hearing afterwards a new report, that War-
wic had made his efcape from the Tower, and obferving
that this news was attended with no lefs general fatisfac~
tion, he changed the plan of his impofture, and made
Simnel perfonate that unfortunate prince i.  Though the
youth was qualified by nature for the part which he was
inftru@ed to alt; yet was it remarked, that he was better
informed in circumftances relating to the yoyal family,
particularly in the adventures of the earl of Warwic,
than he could be fuppofed to have learned from one of
Simon’s condition: And it was thence conjeétured, that
perfons of higher rank, partizans of the houle of York,
had laid the plan of this confpiracy, and had conveyed
proper inftructions to the actors. The queen-dowager
herfelf was expofed to fufpicion ; and ‘it was indeed the
general opinion, however unlikely it might feem, that
the had fecretly given her confent to the impofture.  This
woman was of a very reftlefs difpofition. Finding, that,
inftead of receiving the reward of her fervices, in con-
tributing to Henry’s elevation, fhe herfelf was fallen into
abfolute infignificance, her daughter treated with feverity,
and all her friends brought under fubjection, fhe had
conceived the moft violent animofity againft him, and
had refolved to make him feel the effeéts of her refent-
ment. She knew, that the impofter, however {uccefsful,

i Polydore Virgil, p, 569, 570.

might
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might eafily at lalt be fet afide; and if a way could beC H A P
S : XX1V.

found at his rifque to fubvert the government, fhe hoped
that a fcene might be opened, which, though difficult at 1485
prefent exactly to forefee, would gratify her revenge, and
be on the whole lefs irkfome to her, than that flavery and
contempt, to which fthe was now reduced *.

BuT whatever care Simon might take to convey initruc-
tion to his pupil Simnel, he was fenfible, that the impof-
ture would not bear a clofe infpection ; and he was there-
fore determined to open the firft public fcene of it in
Ireland. ‘That ifland, which was zealoufly attached to
the houfe of York, and bore an affe&tionate regard to the
memory of Clarence, Warwic’s father, who had been
their lieutenant, was improvidently allowed by Henry to
remain in the fame condition, in which he found it ; and
all the counfellors and officers, who had been appointed
by his predeceflor, ftill retained their authority. Nao
fooner did Simnel prefent himfelf to Thomas Fitz-gerald,
earl of Kildare, the deputy and claim his protection as the
unfortunate Warwic, than that credulous nobieman, not
fufpe@ing fo bold an impofture, gave attention to him,
and began to confult fome perfons of rank with regard to
this extraordinary incident. Thefe he found even more
fanguine in their zeal and belief than himfelf: And in
proportion as the ftory diffufed itfelf among thofe of lower
condition, it became the object of ftill greater paflion and
credulity, till the people in Dublin with one confent
tendered their allegiance to Simnel, as to the true Plan-
tagenet. Fond of a novelty, which flattered their natural
propenfion, they overlooked the daughters of Edward IV,
who ftoad before Warwic in the order of fucceflion ; they Revolt of

‘ ; : Ireland,

payed the pretended prince attendance as their fovereign,
lodged him in the caftle of Dublin, crowned him with
a diadem taken from a ftatue of the virgin, and publicly

% Polydore Virgil, p, 570.
Y 3 proclaimed
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€ H A P.proclaimed hi'n king, by the appellation of Edward VI.

XXI1V,

g__.ﬂ/__.JTﬂC whole ifland followed the example of the capi-

1486,

tal; and not a {word was any where drawn in Henry’s
quarrel.

WHEN this intelligence was eonveyed to the king, it
reduced him to fome perplexity. Determined always to
face his enemies in perfon, he yet fcrupled at prefent to
leave England, where, he fufpected, the conf{piracy was
firfk framed, and where, he knew, many perfons of con-
dition, and the people in general, were much difpofed to
give it countenance. In order to difcover the fecret
{ource of the contrivance, and take meafures againit this
open revolt, he held frequent confultations with his mi-
nifters and counfellors, and laid plans for a vigorous de-
fence of his authority, and the fuppreflion of his enemies.

Tue firt event, which followed thefe deliberations,
gave furprize to the public: It was the feizure of the
queen-dowager, the forfeiture of all her lands and reve-
nue, and the clofe confinement of her perfon in the nun-
nery of Bermondefey. This act of authority was covered

with a very thin pretence. It was alleged, that, not-

withftanding the fecret agreement to marry her u“uwhter
to I'“m}',
naces of Richard, and had delivered that princefs and her

had y“t Vddcd to the 'o}zcm.tl ons and me

fifters into the hands of the tyrant. This crime, which was
now become obfolete, and might admit of alleviations,
was therefore fufpeéied not to be the real caufe of the fe-
vent" with which fhe was treated ; and men believed,
that the king, unwilling to accufe fo near a relation of a
confpzracy againft him, had cloaked his vengeance or pre-
caution undcr colour of an offence known to the whole
world !, ey were afterwards the more confirmed in
this fufpxcxon, when they found, that the unfortunate

queen though fhe furvived this difgrace feveral years
] =) S Yy 3

Bacon, p. 583, Polydore Virgil, p. §71s
was
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C H A Plived, during fome time, in the court of his aunt the
XX1V. "

e ——dutchefs of Burgundy, by whom he had been invited
1486, over.

Yoftipiee 58 MarGAReT, widow of Charles the Bold, duke of
the dutchels Burgundy, not having any children of her own, attache
PEBwEUYy o felf with an entire friendfhip to her daughter-in-law,
married to Maximilian, archduke of Auftria; and after

the death of that princefs, fhe perfevered in her affeGtion

to Philip and Margaret, her children, and occupied her-

felf in the care of their education and of their perfons,

By her virtuous conduct and demeanour, fhe had acquired

great authority ameng the Flemings; and lived with

much dignity, as well as ceconomy, upen that ample

dowry, which fhe inherited from her hufband. The re~

fentments of this princefs were no lefs warm than her

friendfhips ; and that fpirit of fa&ion, which it is fo

difficult for a focial and fanguine temper to guard againt,

had taken ftrong pofleffion of her heart, and entrenched

fomewhat on the probity, which fhone forth in the other

parts of her charalter. Hearing of the malignant jea-

loufy, entertained by Henry againft her family, and his

opprefiion of all its partizans ; fhe was moved with the

highelt indignation, and the determined to make him

repent of that enmity, to which fo many of her friends,

without any reafon or necefiity, had fallen viétims.

After confulting with Lincoln and Lovel, fhe hired a

1487. body of two thoufand veteran Germans, under the com -

mand of Martin Swart, abrave and experienced officer ™ ;

and fent them over, together with thefe two noblemen,

Lombert  to join Simnel in Ireland. The countenance, given by

ji‘:“‘;_r’i perfons of fuch high rank, and the acceffion of this mia

land. litary force, much raifed the courage of the Irifh, and

made them ‘entertain the refslution of inva nnu Eng-

m Paled L
m Polyd, Virg

P 572, 573-
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1and, where they believed the fpirit of difaffeGtion asC H A P
prevalent as it appeared to be in Ireland. The po- \_..1_“,_.)
verty alfo, under which they laboured, made it im- 3487
poffible for them to fupport any longer their new
court and army, and infpired them with a flrong defire
of enriching themfelves by plunder and preferment in
England.

ntent
enemies 3 and he prepared himfelf for defence. He or-
dered troops to be levied in different parts of the king-
dom, and put them under the command of the duke of
Bedford, and earl of Oxford. He confined the marquis

Henry was not ignorant of thefe intentions of his

f Dorfet, who, he fufpected, would refent the injurie
fuffered by his mother, the queen dowager: And to

gratify the people by an appearance of devotion, he made
a pilgrimage to our lady of Walfingham, famous for
miracles ; and there offered up prayers for fuccefs and
for deliverance from his encmies.

Being informed that Simnel was landed at Foudrey in
Lancathire, he drew together his forces, and advanced
towards the enemy as far as Coventry. The rebels had
entertained hopes, that the difaffected counties in the
North would rife in their favour : But the people in ge-

1

neral, averfe to join Irifh and Gcrman invaders, con+
vinced of Lambert’s impofture, and kept in awe by the
king’s reputation for fuccefs and conducl, cither remain-
ed in tranquillity, or gave affiftance to the royal army,
The earl of Lincoln, therefore, who commanded the re-
bels, finding no hopes but in vitory, was determined to
bring the matter to a fpeedy decifion; and the king,
fupported by the native courage of his temper, and em-

boldened by a great acceffion of volunteers, who had éth June,
e s < : 3  Battle of
joined him, under the cxz:‘l of Shrewfbury and. lord g pe,

Strange, declined not the combat. The hottile armies

met at Stoke in the county of Nottingham, and fought-a

battle,
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ng,Ar P.battle, which was bloody, and more obftinately- dif-
«— — puted than could have been expeéted from the inequality
2487.  of their force. All the leaders of the rebels were refolved
to conquer or to perifth ; and they infpired their troops with

like refolution. The Germans alfo, being veteran and

ienced foldiers, kept the event long doubtful ; and

even the Irifh, though ill-armed and almoft defencelefs,
fhowed themfelves not defective in {pirit and bravery.
i was purchafed with lofs, but was

Lincoln, Broug hmn, and Swart, pe-
:1d of battle, with four thoufand of their
ers. . As Lovel was never mor h’c&fd of, he was

e
ed to have undergone the fame fate, Simnel, with

PCLIEVE

his tutor, Simon, wa ake rifoner.  Simon, being
his tutor, Simon, was taken prifone S ; g

a prieft, was not tried at law, and was only committed
to cm"e cuftody : Simnel was too contemptible to be an

ject either of apprehenfion or refentment to Henry.
He was pardoned, and made a fcullion in the king’s
kitchen ; whence he was afterwards advanced to the rank

Henxry had now leifure to reve nfelf on his

enemies.  He made a progrefs into the northern parts,

where he gave many proofs of his rigorous difpofition, A
ftri& enquiry was made after thofec who had aflifted e
favoured the rebels. The punifhments were not all fan-
guinary : The king made his revenge fubfervient to hig
avarice. Heavy fines were levied upon the delinquents,
The proceedings of the courts, and even the courts
themfelves, were arbitrary. Either the criminals were
tried by cor
fuffered punifhment by fentence of a court-martial. And

iflioners appointed for the purpofe, or they

as a rumour had prevailed before the battle of Stoke, that
the rebels had gained the victory, that the royal army
was cut in pieces, and that the king himfelf had efcaped

» Bacon, p, 586, Puol, Virg, p. 574,

by
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by flight, Henry was refolved to interpret the belief or CH A P
S Ay

propafr:vion of this report as a mark of difaffetion; and

he punifhed many for that prete nded crime. But fuch,

was the fituation of the Englith government

e

in this

~ iy

reftrained during the moft peaceable periods, was fure, in

that the royal 1’:":’1‘()“‘;1Li\'c which was but imper

% ~

tumultuous, or even fufpicious ti which freque

all bounds of law, and to violate pub-

ment of h :a enemies, hu letermined to give contentment

to the people, in a point, which ough a mere cere-
mony, ;‘, "!'Cti qt neen

been

had been married near two years,

crowned ; and this -affectation of de

difcontent to the public, and had been one

fource of the difaffeGion which prevailed. The king, 25th Nov.

inftruted by experience, now finifthed the ceremony.of

her coronation ; and to fthew a difpofition ftill more ¢

cious, he reftored to liberty the marquis of Dorfet, who
had been able to clear himf{elf of all the fufpicions enter-

tained againft him.
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State of foreign affairs —— State of Scotland

Spain of the Low Countries of France
of Britanny French invafion of Britauny —

Freuch embally to England Diffimulation of the
An infurreilion in the North ——
Suppre[led King fends forces into Britanny
Annexation of Britanny to France A parliament
Invafion of France
Peace with France Perkin Warbec
He is avowed by the dutchefs of
and by many of the Englifh nobility
A par-

French court

—War with France

His impofture

 Burgundy

Trial and exccution of Stanley

liament.

HE king acquired great reputation throughout Eu-
rope by the vigorous and profperous conduét of his
domeftic affairs : But as fome incidents, about this time,
invited him to look abroad, and exert himfelf in behalf
of his allies, it will be neceffary, in order to give a juft
account of his foreign meafures, to explain the fituation
of the neighbouring kingdoms ; beginning with Scot=
land, which lies moft contiguous.
Tue kingdom of Scotland had not yet attained that
ate, which diftinguifhes a civilized monarchy, and
which enables the government; by the force of its laws
and inftitutions alone, without any extraordinary capa-
city in the fovereign, to maintain itfelf in order and tran-
quillity.  James ITI. who now filled the throne, was a
prince of little induftry and of a narrow genius; and
though
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though it behoved him to yield the reins of governntent C ” /\ P

to his minifters, he had never been able to make any, = )

choice, which could give contentment both to himfelf 1488,
and to his people. When he beftowed his confidence on

any of the principal nobility, he found, that they exalted
their own family to fuch.a height, as was dangerous to
the prince, and gave umbrage to the ftate: When he
conferred favour on any perfon of meaner birth, on
whofe fubmiffion he could more depend, the barons of
his kingdom, enraged at the power of an upftart minion,
proceeded to the utmoft extre mztigs :
reign. Had Henry entertained 't

gainft their fove-

1e ambition of conqueflts,
a tempting opportunity now c?, ed of reducing that
kingdom to fubjetion; but as he was probably fenfible,
that a warlike people, though they might be over-run by
reafon of their domeftic divifions, could not be retaine
in obedience without a regular military force, which was
then unknown in England, he rather intended the re-
newal of the peace with Scotland, and fent an embafly

to James for that purpofe. But the Scots, who never
defired a durable peace with England, and who deemed

their fecurity to confift in conftantly preferving them-
felves in a warlike pofture, would not agree to more

than a feven years truce, which was accordingly con-
cluded °,

THE European ftates on the continent were then haft-
ening faft to the fituation, in which they have remained,
without any material alteration, for near three centuries ;
and began to unite themfelves into one extenfive fyftem
of policy, which comprehended the chief powers of
Chriftendom. Spain, which had hitherto been almoft State of
entirely occupied within herfelf, now became formid- S22
able by the union of Aragon and Caftile, in the perfons
of Ferdinand and Ifabella, who, being princes of great

° Polyd, Virg, p. 575,

eapacity,
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capacity, employed their force in enterprizes the moft
advantageous to their combined monarchy. The con-
queft of Granada from the Moors was then undertaken,
and brought near to a happy conclufion. And in that
expedition the military genius of Spain was revived;
honour and fecurity were attained ; and her princes, no
longer kept in awe by a domeftic enemy fo dangerous,
began to enter into all the tranfattions of Europe, and
make a great figure in every war and negociation.
MAxIMILIAN, king of the Romans, fon of the em~
peror Frederic, had, by his marriage with the heirefs of
Burgundy, acquired an intereft in the Netherlands; and
though the death of his confort had weakened his con-
nexions with that country, he ftill pretended to the go-
vernment as tutor to his fon Philip, and his authority
had been acknowledged by Brabant, Holland, and feveral
of the provinces. But as Flanders and Hainault ftill re-
fufed to fubmit to his regency, and even appointed other
tutors to Philip, he had been engaged in long wars againft
that obftinate people, and never was able thoroughly to
fubdue their fpirit. That he might free himfelf from
the oppofition of France, he had concluded a peace with
Lewis XI. and had given his daughter Margaret, then
an infant, in marriage to the dauphin; together with
Artois, Fanche-Compté, and Charolois, as her dowry.
But this alliance had not produced the defired effet,
“T'he dauphin fucceeded to the crown of France by the
appellation of Charles VIII. but Maximilian ftill found
the mutinies of the Flemings fomented by the intrigues
of the court of France.
Franck, during the two preceding reigns, had made
a mighty encreafe in power and greatnefs ; and had
not other ftates of Europe at the fame time received
an acceflion of force, it had been impoflible to have re-
Moft of the
greaf

tained her within her ancient boundaries.
2
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fiefs, Normandy, (,h;’;mpz”
‘um nne, Provence
the crown ; the Engl

conqueflts ; the au xﬂolllty’ of the ;erac Lxd been raifed to
fuch a height as enabled him to maintain law and
order ; a conixderablc military force was kept on foot,
and the finances were able to fupport it. Lewis XI
indeed, from whom many of thefe advantages were de-
rived, was dead, and had left his fon in early youth
and ill educated, to fuftain the weight of the monarchy :
But having entrufted the govcrnment to his daughter,
Anne, lady of Beaujeu, a woman of {pirit and capacity,
the F““lcb power fuffered no check or decline. On the
contrary, ;hxs princefs formed the great proje&, which
at laft fthe happily effelted, of uniting to the crown
Britanny, the laft and moft independent fief of the mo-
narchy

Frawcrs II. duke of Britanny, confcious of his own O# Rritany
incapacity for government, had refigned himfelf to the ™"
direction of Peter Landais, a man of mean birth, more
remarkable for abilities than for virtue or integrity.

‘The nobles of Britanny, difpleafed with the great :1'&—
vancement of t

hi
affe&ion :z'rainﬂ

and diforders, :110 7 at . Jaft un:fcd among themfelves, and

i fa‘»."ouritc, had even proceeded to

-i.

.—.-U)

eir fovereign ; and after many tumults

in a vioicx:t

tried, and

put to death the
obnoxious minifter. Dreading the refentment of the
prince for this invafion of his authority, many of them
retired to France ; others, for prote&ion and fafety, main=-
tained a fecret corre ce with the

firy, who, obferving the ¢

rreat dilentions :ul;l,‘,ng“ th

tons, thought the opportunity favourable for invadinge the
dutchy ; and fo much the rather a C ::v.ﬂi cover their
ambition under the fpecious pr providing for do-

meftic fecurity.
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C ;(‘v«":, P.  Lgewis, duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, and
\.._....:,_..J prefumptive heir of the monarchy, had difputed the ad<
1483, miniftration with the lady of Beaujeu ; and though his
pretenfions had been rejected by the ftates, he ftill main-

tained cabals with many of the grandees, and laid {chemes

for fubverting the authority of that princefs. Finding

his confpiracies deteéted, he took to arms, and fortified

himfelf in Beaugenci ; but as his revolt was precipitate,

before his confederates were ready to join him, he had

been obliged to fubmit, and to receive {uch conditions as

the French miniftry were pleafed to impofe upon hims

A&uated however by his ambition, and even by his fears,

he foon retired out of France, and took fhelter with the

duke of Britanny, who was defirous of ftrengthening him-

felf againft the defigns of thelady of Beaujeu by the friend-

fhip and credit of the duke of Orleans, This latter prince

alfo, perceiving the afcendant which he foon acquired

over the duke of Britanny, had engaged many of his

that court, and had formed the

partizans to join him at

If by a marriage with Anney

defien of asgrandizing h
2§ g

the heir of that opulent dutchy,

THE barons of Britauny, who faw all favour engroffed
by the duke of Orleans and his’ train, ren wed a ftriéter
correfpondence with France, and even invited the French
king to make an invafion on their country. Defirous
however of preferving its independency, they had regu-
lated the number of fuccours, which France was to fend
them, and had flipulated that no fortified place in Bri=
tanny fhould remain in the pofleflion of that monarchy :
A vain precaution, where revolted fubjeéts treat with a

French in. power fo much fuperior ! The French invaded Britanny
E‘l’t‘;';;}f with forces three times more numerous than thofe which
they had promifed to the barons; and advancing into the
heart of the country, laid fiege to Ploermel. T'o oppofe
them, the duke raifed a numerous, but ill-difciplined
army,
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army, which he put under the command of the duke of C H A P.
(‘rlcam, the count of Dunois, and others of the French _\/_,
nobility. The army, difcontented with h this choice, and 1438
jealous of their confederates, foon difbanded, and left their

prince with too fmall a force to keep the field againft his
invaders. He retired to Vannes ; but being hotly purfued

by the French, who had now made themf{elves mafters of
Ploermel, ke efcaped to Nantz ; and the enemy, having
previoufly taken and garrifoned Vannes, Dinant, and
other places, laid clofe fiege to that city. The barons
of Britanny, finding their country menaced with total fub-
jeétion, began gradually to withdraw from the French

army, and to make peace with their fovereign.

THIs defertion, however, of the Bretons difcouraged

not the court of France from purfuing her favourite pro-
je& of reducing Britanny to fubjeCtion. The fituation
of Europe appeared favourable to the execution of this
defign. Maximilian was indeed engaged in clofe alliance

with the duke of Britanny, and had even opened a treaty

for marrying his daughter ; but he was on all occafions fo
indigent, and at that rime fo difquieted by the mutinies
of the Flemings, that little effectual affiftance could be
expeted from him. ' Ferdinand was entirely occupied in
the conqueft of Granada; and it was alfo known, that, ;
if France would refign to him Roufillon and Cerdagne, {4l
to which he had pr;tcnﬁons, fhe could at any time en-
gage him to abandon the interefts of Britanny. England |

alone was both enabled by her power, and engaged by i
her interefls, to fupport the independency of that dutchy ; ' i
and the moft dangerous oppofition was therefore, by Arm_ il
of Beaujeu, expefted from that quart:r. In ordu
cover her real defigns, no fooner was fhe informed of
Henry’s fuccefs againft Simnel and his partizans, than
fhe difpatched ambafladors to the court of London, and

T S

made profeffions of the greateft truft and cenfidence in
that monarch,
Vor. IIL Z THR
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Tue ambafladors, aftér congratulating Henry on his
ate victory, and communicating to him, in the moft
cordial manner, as to an intimate friend, fome fuc-
ceffes of their mafter againft Maximilian, came in the
progrefs of their difcourfe to mention the late tranf-
actions in Britanny. They told him that the duke hav-
ing given protection to French fugitives and rebels, the
king had been neceflitated, contrary to his intention and
inclination, to carry war into that dutchy : That the ho-
nour of the crown was interefted not to fuffer a vaffal fo
far to forget his duty to his liege lord ; nor was the fecu-
rity of t e government lefs conc urcd to prevent the
confequences of this dangerous temerity : I hat the fugi-
tives were no mean or obfcure perfons; but, among
others, the duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood,
who, finding himfelf obnoxious to juftice for treafonable
praQtices in France, had fled into Britanny ; where he
ftill perfevered in laying {chemes of rebellion againft his
fovereign: That the war being thus, on the part of the
French monarch, entirely defenfive, it would immediately
ceafe, when the duke of Britanny, by returning to his
duty, fhould remove the caufes of it : That their] mafter
was fenfible of the obligations, which the duke, in very

ritical times, had conferred on Henry; but it wa
known alfo, that, in times ftill more critical, he or his
mercenary counfellors had deferted him, and put his life
in the utmoft hazard : That his fole refuge in thefe def-
pux.w extremities had been the court of France, which
%ed his perfon, but fupplied him with men
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not onl prot
and money, with w!
condu&@, he had been enabled to mount the throne of
England : That France, in this tranfalion, had, from
friendfhip to Henry, afted contrary to what, in a narrow

jich, aided by his own valour and

view, might be efteemed her own intereft ; fince, inftead
of an odious tyrant, fhe had contributed to eftablifh on a
rival
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rival throne a prince endowed with fuch virtue and al
lities : And that as both the juflice of the c

obligations conferred on Henry thus preponderated on the
fide of France, fhe reafonably expeéted, that, if the fitua-
tion of his affairs did not permit him to give her affift-
ance, he would at leaft preferve a neutrality between the
contending parties P

Tais difcourfe of the French ambafladors was plau-

fible ; and to give it greater weight, they communicated
to Henry, as in confidence, their mafter’s intention, after
he fhould have fettled the differences with Britanny, to
iead an army into Italy, and make good his pretenfions
to the kingdom of Naples : A project, which, they knew,
land. But

would give no umbrage to the court of Eng
all thefe artifices were in vain employed againit the pene-

tration of the king. He clearly faw, that France had
entertained the view of fubduing Britanny ; but he allo
perceived, that fhe would meet with great, and, as he
thought, infuperable m,,\i;ulties in the execution of her
project. The native force of that dutchy, he knew, had
always been confiderable, and had often, without any fo-
rcign afliftance, refifted the power of France ; the natural
temper of the French nation, he imagined, would make
them eafily abandon any enterprize, which required per-
feverance ; and as the heir of the crown was confederate

ers would be fill

with the duke of Britanny, the minifl
more remifs in profecuting a fcheme, which muft draw
on them his refentment and difpleafure, Should even
thefe internal obftructions be removed, Maximilian, whofe
enmity to France was well known, and who now paid his
addrefles to the heirefs of unf:mn_y, would be able to
make a diverfion on the fide of Flanders ; nor could it be
expected that France, if fhe profecuted fuch:ambitious

quillity by

projelts, would be allowed to remain in tra:
® Bacon, p. 530.

Z 3 Ferdinand
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c ;’X{} P.Ferdinand and Ifabella. Above all, he thought, the
\__\,.'_J French court could never expect, that England, fo deeply

1488,

Diffimula-
tion of the
French
court,

interefted to preferve the independancy of Britanny,
fo able by her power and fituation to give effeCtual
and prompt affiftance, would permit fuch an acceflion
of force to her rival. He imagined, therefore, that the
minifters of France, convinced of the impracticability of
their fcheme, would at laft embrace pacific views, and
would abandon an enterprize fo obnoxious to all the po-
tentates of Europe.

Tnis reafoning of Henry was folid, and might juftly
engage him in dilatory and cautious meafures : But there
entered into his conduct another motive, which was apt
to draw him beyond the juft bounds, becaufe founded on
a ruling paffion. His frugality, which by degrees dege-
nerated into avarice, made him averfe to all warlike en-
terprizes and diftant expeditions, and engaged him pre-
vioufly to try the expedient of negociation. He difpatched
Urfwic, his almoner, a man of addrefs and abilities, to
make offer of his mediation to the contending parties:
An offer, which, he thought, if accepted by France,
would foon lead to a compofure of all differences ; if re-
fufed or eluded, would at leaft difcover the perfeverance
of that court in her ambitious proje&ts. Urfwic found
the lady of Beaujeu, now dutchefs of Bourbon, engaged
in the fiege of Nantz, and had the fatisfaction to find that
his mafter’s offer of mediation was readily embraced, and
with many expreflions of confidence and moderation. That
able princefs concluded, that the duke of Orleans, who
governed the court of Britanny, forefeeing that every ac-
commodation muft be made at his expence, would ufe all
his intereft to have Henry’s propofal rejeCted ; and would
by that means make an apology for the French meafures,
and draw on the Bretons the reproach of obftinacy and
injuftice. 'The event jullified her prudence, When the
Englith
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Englith ambaflador made the fame offer to the duke of C H A P,

o . S XXV,
Britanny, he received for anfwer, in the name of that
prince, that having fo long aéted the part of prote&tor and 148,
guardian to Henry, during his youth and adverfe fortune,
he had expetted, from a monarch of fuch virtue, more
effe€tual affiftance in his prefent diftrefles, than a barren
offer of mediation, which fufpended not the progrefs of
the French arms : That if Henry’s gratitude were not fuf-
ficient to engage him in fuch a meafure, his prudence, as
king of England, fhould difcover to him the pernicious
confequences attending the conqueft of Britanny, and its
annexation to the crown of France : That that kingdom,
already too powerful, would be enabled, by fo great an
acceflion of force, to difplay, to the ruin of England,
that hottile difpofition, which had always fubfifted be-
tween thofe rival nations : That Britanny, fo ufeful an
ally, which, by its fituation, gave the Englith an entrance
into the heart of France ; being annexed to that kingdom,
would be equally enabled from its fituation to difturb,
either by pyracies or naval armaments, the commerce
and peace of England: And that, if the duke rejected
Henry’s mediation, it proceeded neither from an inclina-
tion to a war, which he experienced to be ruinous to him,
nor from a confidence in his own force, which he knew
to be much inferior to that of the enemy ; but on the
contrary, from a fenfe of his prefent necefiities, which
muft engage the king to act the part of his confederate,
not that of a mediator.

WHEN this anfwer was reported to the king, he aban-
doned not the plan which he had formed : He only con-
cluded, that fome more time was requifite to quell the
obftinacy of the Bretons and make them fubmit to reafon.
And when he learned that the people of Britanny, an-
xious for their duke’s fafety, had formed a tumultuary army
of 60,000 men, and had obliged the French to raife the

Z 3 fiege




28th July.

OIR-Y OF BN S A TN

r._‘f Nantz, he fortified himfelf the more in his
that the court F‘ France would at laft be re-
i (tacles and difficulties, to aban<
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don the projedt of I'ﬁ(l‘u’Ciﬂ?: Britanny to fubjection.
He continued therefore kis fcheme of pmrotxatlon and

thereby expofed himfelf to be deceived by the artifices
of the French miniftry ; who, ftill pretending pacific
intentions, fent lord Bernard Daubigni, a Scotch man
of quality, to London, and prefled Henry not to be
difcouraged in offering his mediation to the court of
Britanny. The king on his part difpatched another em-
confifting of Urfwic, the abbot of Abingdon, and
Richard Tomm,\, who carried new propofnls for an

amicable treaty., Noeffectual fuccours, meanwhile, were
provided for the diftrefied Bretons. - Lord Woodville,
brother to the queen dowager, having afked leave to
raife underhand a body of vo]unteers and to tranfport
them into Britanny, met with a refufal from the king,
who was defirous of preferving the appearance of a ftrict
neutrality. That nobleman, however, ftill perfifted in
his purpofe. He went over to the Ifle of Wight, of
which he was governor ; levied a body of 400 men ; and
having at laft obtained, as is fuppofed, the fecret permif=
fion of Henry, failed with them to Britanny. ‘This en-
terprize proved fatal to the leader, and brought fmakll
relief to the unhappy duke. The Bretons rathly engaged
in a general action with the French at St. Aubin, and
were difcomfited. Woodville and all the Englith were
put to the fword ; together with a body of Bretons, who
had been accoutered in the garb of Englifhmen, in order
to ftrike a greater terror into the French, to whom the
martial prowefs of that nation was always formidable 9%
The,duke of Orleans, the prince of Orange, and many
ther perfons of rank were taken prifoners: And the mis

q Argertr! Hift, de Ergtagne, liv, xii,

litary
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litary force of Britanny was totally broken. The death
of the duke, which followed foon after, threw affairs into
ftill greater confufion, and feemed to threaten the ftate
with a final fubjeétion.

THouGH the king did not prepare againft thefe events,
fo hurtful to the interefts of England, with fufficient vi-
gour and precaution, he had not altogether overlooke
them. Determined to maintain a pacific conduét, as far
as the fituation of affairs would permit, he yet knew the
warlike temper of his fubjefts, and obferved, that their
ancient and inveterate animofity to France was now
revived by the profpect of this great acceflion to her
power and grandeur. He refolved therefore to make ad-
vantage of this difpofition, and draw fome iv[mlm from
the people, on pretence of giving affiftance to the duke of
Britanny. He had fummoned a parliament at W u’m“n-
fter 5 and he foom perfuaded them to grant him a confi-

derable fubfidy ¢ b-’ t this fupply, though voted by par-
1

liament, invo ud the king in une puhd di
‘The counties of Durham and York, always difcontented

A~

ulties.
with Henry’s government, and farther provoked by the

late oppu("ons, under which they had laboured, after the
{uppreffion of Simnel’s rebellion, refifted the commiffion-
ers who were appointed to levy the tax. The commif-
fioners, terrified with this appearance of fedition, made
application to the earl of Northumberland, and defired of
him advice and afliftance in the execution of their office.
‘T'hat nobleman thought the matter of importance enough
to confult the king ; who, unwilling to yield to the hu-
mours of a difcontented populace, and forefeeing the per-
nicious confequence of fuch a precedent, renewed. his
orders for ftrictly levying the impofition. Northumber-

r gth November, 1487
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land fummoned together the juftices and chief frecholders,

>

commands in the moft imperious

terms, which, he thought, but

to provoke the people, and make them

would inforce obedience,

which tended only
believe him the advifer of thofe orders which he delivered
tacked Northumberland

in his houfe, and put him to death.

themt, They flew to arms, at
Having incurred
fuch deep guilt, their mutinous humour prompted them
to declare againft the king himfelf; and being inftigated
by John Achamber, a feditious fellow of low birth, they
chofe Sir John Egremond their leader, and prepared them-
elves for a vigorous refiffance. Henry was not difmayed

He

force which he put under the com-

with an infurre&ion fo precipitate and ill-fupported.
immediately Jevied a
whom he had freed from

and received into favour,

mand of the earl of Surrey,
confinement, His intention
was to fend down thefe troops, in order to check the pro-
he himfelf thould follow with
a greater body, which would abfolutely infure fuccefs.

But Surrey thought himfelf ﬂro“.f enough to encounter

grefs of the rebels ; while

alone a raw and unarmed multitude ; and he fucceeded in

the attempt. The rebels were diffipated ; John Acham=
ber was taken ;‘:‘if\mfr, and afterwards executed with

fome of his accomplices ;

Sir John Egremond fled to the

dutchefs of Burgundy, who gave him protection ; the
greater number of the rebels received a pardon.

HeNrY had probably expected, when he obtained this

grant from parliament, that he fhould be able to termi-

nate the affair of Britanny by
fill his coffer
But as

““d became

negociation, and
lev

with the money

nuvlw th

ereby IS
the diftrefies tons
he

ﬂ" nore \xgorous
On the death of
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of the
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the duke, the French had revived fome antiquated claims C Sxé P.
to the dominion of -the dutchy ; and as the duke of Or-__
leans was now captive in France, their former pretence 1489-
for hoftilities could no longer ferve as a cover to their am-

bition. The king refolved therefore to engage as auxi-

liary to Britanny ; and to confult the interefts, as well as

defires of his people, by oppofing himfelf to the progrefs

of the French power. Befides entering into 2 league with
Maximilian, and another with Ferdinand, which were

diftant refources, he levied a body of troops, to the num-

ber of 6000 men, with an intention of tranfporting them

into Britanny. Still anxious, however, for the re-pay-

ment of his expences, he concluded a treaty with the

young dutchefs, by which fhe engaged to deliver into his

hands two fea-port towns, there to remain till the fhould

entirely refund the charges of the armament:. Though

he engaged for the fervice of thefe troops during the fpace

of ten months only, yet was the dutchefs obliged, by

the neceflity of her affairs, to fubmit to fuch rigid condi-

tions, impofed by an ally, fo much concerned in intereft

to protett her. The forces arrived under the command King fends
of lord Willoughby of Broke; and made the Bretons, :rm“n;'ym
during fome time, mafters of the field, The French

retired into their garrifons; and expected by dilatory
meafures to wafte the fire of the Englifh, and difguft

them with the enterprize. The fcheme was well laid,

and met with fuccefs. Lord Broke found fuch difcord

and confufion in the counfels of Britanny, that no mea-

fures could be concerted for any undertaking ; no fupply
obtained ; no provifions, carriages, artillery, or military
ftores procured. The whole court was rent into fac-
tions : No one minifter had acquired the afcendant: And

whatever project was formed by one, was fure to be tra-
yerfed by another, The Englith, difconcerted in every

¢ Du Tillet, Recueil des Traites,!

enterprize,
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= returned home as foon as the time of their fervice was
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P. enterprize, by thefe animofities and uncertain counfels,

elapfed ; leaving only a {mall garrifon in thofe towns
which had been confizned into their hands. . During their
ftay in Britanny, they had only contributed ftill farther to
i ture, they left it

0 feeb

So feeble was the

r

wafte the country; and by their depa:

entirely at the mercy of the enemy.
fuccour, which Henry in this important conjuncture
afforded his ally, whom the invafion of a foreign enemy,
concurring with domeftic diffenfions, had reduced to the
utmoft diftrefs,

Tus great objet of the domeftic diffenfions in Britan-
ny was the difpofal of the young dutchefs in marriage.
The marefchal Rieux, favoured by Henry, feconded the
fuit of the Jlord d’Albret, who led fome forces to her
afftance. The chancellor Montauban, obferving thea-
verfion of the duxchefs to this fuitor, infifted, that a petty
prince, fuch as CAlbret, was unable to fupport Anne in
her prefent extremities ; and he recommended fome more
powerful alliancz, particularly that of Maximilian, king
of the Romans. This party at laft prevailed ; the marriage
with Maximilian was celebrated by proxy ; and the dut~
chefs thenceforth affumed the title of queen of the Romans.
But this magnificent appellation was all fhe gained by her
marriage. Mazimilian, deftitute of troops and money,
and embarrafled with the continual revolts of the Fle-
ines, could fend no fuccour to his diftreffed confort :

While d’Albret, enraged at the reference given to his
rival, deferted aer caufe, and received the French into
Nantz, the mot important place in the dutchy, both for
ftrength and riches.
wx French court now began to change their {cheme
with regard to the fubjetion of Britanny. Charles had
formerly been affianced to Margaret daughter of Maxi-
lian ; who, though too young for the confummation of
her

o B
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her marriage, had been fent to Paris to be educated, and C H A P,

at this time bore the title of queen of France, Befides 2

the rich dowry, which the brought the king, the was,
after her brother Philip, then in early youth, heir to all
the dominions of the houfe of Burgundy; and feemed in
many refpects the moft proper match, that could be
chofen for the young menarch, Thefe circumftances
had fo blinded both Maximilian and Henry, that they
never fufpected any other intentions in the French court,
nor were they able to difcover, that engagements, feem-
ingly fo advantageous and fo folemnly ertered into, could
be infringed and fet afide. But Chailes began to per-
ceive, that the conqueft of Britanny, in oppofition to
the natives, and to all the great powers of Chriftendom,
would prove a difficult enterprize ; and that even, if he
fhould over-run the country and make himfelf mafter of
the fortrefles, it would be impoffible for him long to re-
tain pofleflion of them. The marriage alone of the dutchefs
could fully re-annex that fief to the crown; and the pre~
fent and certain enjoyment of fo confiderable a territory
feemed preferable to the profpect of inheriting the domi-
nions of the houfe of Burgundy; a profpeét which be-
came every day more diftant and precarious. Above all,
the marriage of Maximilian and Anne, appeared deftruc-
tive to the gr;mdeur and even fecurity of the French mo-
narchy ; while that prince, poflefling Flinders on the one
hand, and Britanny on the other, migh: thus, from both
quarters, make inroads into the heart of the country.
The only remedy for thefe evils was thzrefore concluded
to be the diffolution of the two marrages, which had
been celebrated, but not confummated ; and the efpoufal
of the dutchefs of Britanny by the king of France.

IT was neceflary, that this expedien:, which had not
been forefeen by any court in Europe, and which they

were all fo much interefted to oppoft, thould be kept
a pro-

149Q.
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profound fecret, and thould be difcovered to the world
only by the full execution of it. The meafures of the
French miniftry in the conduct of this delicate enter-
prize were wife and political. While they prefled Bri-
tanny with all the rigours of war, they fecretly gained
the count of Dunoxs, who poflefled great authority with
the Bretons ; and having alfo engaged in their interefts the
prince of Orange, coufin-german to the dutchefs, they
gave him his liberty, and fent him into Britanny. Thefe
partizans, hxpportel by other emiffaries of France, pre-
pared the minds of men for the great revolution projecied
and difplayed, though ftill with many precautions, all
the advantages of a union with the French monarchy.
They reprefented to the barons of Britanny, that their
country, harafled during fo many years with perpetual
war, had need of fome repofe, and of a folid and | lafting

peace with the only power that was formidable to them :
That their alliance with Maximilian was not able to af-
ford them even prefent protetion ; and by clofely uniting
them to a power, which was rival to the greatnefs of
France, fixed them in perpetual enmity with that potent
monarchy : That their vicinity expofed them firft to
the inroads of the enemy ; and the happieft event, which,
in fuch a fituation, could befal them, would be to attain
a peace, though by a final fubjection to France, and by
the lofs of that liberty, tranfmitted to them from their
anceftors: And that any other expedient, compatible
with the honour of the ftate, and their duty to their fove-
reign, was preferable to a fcene of fuch diforder and de-

raftation.
Tresk fuggeftions had influence with the Bretons : But
the Lnefdxfhculty lay in furmounting the prejudices of
the young dutchefs herfelf. That princefs had imbibed
a ftrong prepoffefiion againft the French natien, parti-
cularly ag"unit Charles, the author of all the calamities,
which,
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which, from her earlieft infancy, had befallen her fa-C H A P.

mily. She had alfo fixed her affeCtions on Maximilian ;Lz(-i(v.

and as fhe now deemed him her hufband, fhe could not,
fhe thought, without incurring the greateft guilt, and
violating the moft folemn engagements, contra& a mar-
riage with any other perfon. In order to overcome her
obftinacy, Charles gave the duke of Orleans his liberty,
who, though formerly a fuitor to the dutchefs, was now
contented to ingratiate himfelf with the king, by em-
ploying in his favour all the intereft which he fill pof-
fefled in Britanny. Marefchal Rieux and chancellor
Montauban were reconciled by his mediation ; and thefe
rival minifters now concurred with the prince of Orange
and the count of Dunois, in prefling the conclufion of
a marriage with Charles. By their fuggeftion, Charles
advanced with a powerful army and invefted Rennes, at
that time the refidence of the dutchefs ; who, aflailed on
all hands, and finding none to fupport her in her in-
flexibility, at laft opened the gates of the city, and agreed

p——
1490,
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to efpoufe the king of France. She was married atAnnexation
Langey in Touraine; condufted to St, Dennis, where®f Britanny

fhe was crowned; thence made her entry into Paris,
amidft the joyful acclamations of the people, who re-
garded this marriage as the moft profperous event that
could have befallen the monarchy.

THE triumph and fuccefs of Charles was the moft
fenfible mortification to the king of the Romans. He
had loft a confiderable territory, which he thought he
had acquired, and an accomplifhed princefs whom he
had efpoufed; he was affronted in the perfon of his
daughter Margaret, who was fent back to him, after the
had been treated during fome years as queen of France ;
he had reafon to reproach himfelf with his own fupine
fecurity, in neglecting the confummation of his mar-
riage, which was eafily practicable for him, and which
would have rendered the tye indiffoluble: Thefe confi-

derations

+

to France,
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C H A P.derations threw him into the moft violent rage, which

XXV,

«— ——he vented in very indecent expreflions ; and he threatened

1491,

7th July.

France with an invafion from the united arms of Auftria,
Spain, and England.

THE king of England had alfo juft reafon to reproach
himfelf with mifcondu& in this important tranfaction ;
and though the affair had terminated in a manner which
he could not precifely forefee, his negligence, in leaving
his moft ufeful ally fo long expofed to the invafion of
fuperior power, could not but appear on reflection the
refult of timid caution and narrow politics, = As he va-
lued himfelf on his extenfive forefight and profound
judgment, the afcendant acquired over him, by a raw
youth, fuch as Charles, could not but give him the
higheft difpleafure ; and prompt him to feek vengeance,
after all remedy for his mifcarriage was become abfolutely
impraticable. ' But he was farther actuated by avarice,
a motive ftill morc predominant with him than either
pride or revenge; and he fought, even from his prefent
difappointments, the gratification of this ruling paffion.
On pretence of a French war, he ifflued a commiflion
for levying a Benevslence on his people®; a fpecies of
taxation, which had been abolithed by a recent law
of Richard III. 'This violence (for fuch it really was)
fell chiefly on 'the commercial part of the nation, who
were pofefled of the ready money. London alone
contributed to the amount of near 10,000 pounds.
Archbifhop Morton, the chancellor, inftruéted the com-
miffioners to employ a dilemma, in which every one
might be comprehended : If the perfons applied to, lived
frugally, they were told, that their parfimony muft ne-
ceffarily have enriched them: If their method of living
were fplendid and hofpitable, they were concluded to be

u Rymer, vol. xii. p. 446. Bacon fays that the benevolence was levied
with confent of parliament, which is a miftake,

opulent
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opulent on account of their expences. This device was€ H A P,
by fome called chancellor Morton’s fork, by others his, s ’
crutch. 14914

So little apprehenfive was the king of a parliament on
account of his levying this arbitrary impofition, that he
foon after fummoned that affembly to meet at \Vef’t-zﬂh 0&;
minfter ; and he even expeéted to enrich himfelf farther
by working on their paflions and prejudices. He knew
the difpleafure, which the Englith had conceived againft
France, on account of the acquifition of Britanny ; and
he took care to infift on that topic, in the fpeech, which A parlia-
he himfelf pronounced to the parliament. He told™""
them, that France, clated with her late fuccefles, had
even proceeded to a contempt of England, and had re-
fufed to pay the tribute, which Lewis XI. had ftipulated

D

to Edward IV. That it became fo warlike a nation as
the Englith to be rouzed by this indignity, and not to
limit their pretenfions merely to repelling the prefent
injury : ‘U'hat for his part, he was determined to lay
claim to the crown itfelf of France, and to maintain by
force of arms fo juft a title, tranfmitted to him by his
gallant anceftors : That Crecy, Poiétiers, and Azincour
were fufficient to inftruct them in their fuperiority over
the enemy; nor did he defpair of adding new names to
the glorious catalogue : That a king of France had been
prifoner in London, and a king of England had been
crowned at Paris; events which fhould animate them to
an emulation of like glory with that which had been
enjoyed by their forefathers: That the domeftic diffen-
fions of England had been the fole caufe of her lofing
thefe foreign dominions; and her prél'mt internal
union would be the effe¢tual means of recovering them :
That where fuch lafting honour was in view, and
fuch an important acquifition, it became not brave
men to repine at the advance of a little treafure: And

o that
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| C Q\{: P.that for his part, he was determined to make the war

! L__‘v__._,»n'i:«.imain itfelf, and hoped, by the invafion of fo opulent

1491.  a kingdom as France, to encreafe, rather than diminifh,
the riches of thenation ¥.

NorTwITHSTANDING thefe magnificent vaunts of the
king, all men of penetration concluded, from the per=
fonal chara@er of the man, and ftill more, from the
fituation of affairs, that he had no ferious intention of
puthing the war to fuch extremities as he pretended.
France was not now in the fame condition as when fuch
fuccelsful inroads had been made upon her by former
kings of England. The great fiefs were united to the
crown ; the princes of the blood were defirous of tran-
quillity ; the nation abounded with able captains and

] veteran foldiers; and the general afpect of her affairs

feemed rather to threaten her neighbours, than to promife
them any confiderable advantages againft her. The le-
vity and vain-glory of Maximilian were {upported by his
pompous titles; but were ill feconded by military power,
and ftill lefs, by any revenue, proportioned to them.
The politic Ferdinand, while he made a fhow of war,
was afually negociating for peace; and rather . than
expofe himfelf to any hazard, would accept of very mo-
derate conceflions from France. Even England was not
free from domeftic difcontents; and in Scotland, the
death of Henry’s friend and ally, James ITI. who had
been murdered by his rebellious fubjects, had made way
for the fucceffion of his fon, James IV. who was de-
voted to the French intereft, and would furely be alarmed
at any important progrefs of the Englith arms. Butall
thefe obvious confiderations had no influence on the par-
lizment. Inflamed by the ideas of fubduing France, and
of enriching themfelves by the fpoils of that kingdom,

w Bacon, p, €er,

they
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they pave into the fnare prepared  for them, and voted C ”X‘/; B
the fupply which the king demandeéd. Two fifteenths S
were granted him; and the better to enable his vaffals 1491,
and nobility to attend him, an a&t was pafled, empowering

them to fcil their eftates, without paying any fines for
alienation.

THE nobility were univerfally feized with a defire of 14923
wmilitary glory; and having creduloufly fwallowed all the
boafts of the king, they dreamed of no lefs than carrying
their triumphant banners to the gates of Paris, and put-
ting the crown of France on the head of their fovereign.
Many of them borrowed large fums, or fold off manaors,
that they might appear in the ficld with greater fplen-
dour, and lead out their followers in more complete
order. The king crofled the fea, and arrived at Calais ii,hﬂrogt'h
on the fixth of O&ober, with an army of twenty-five France,
thoufand foot and fixteen hundred horfe, which he put
under the command of the duke of Bedford and the earl
of Oxford: But as fome inferred, from his opening the
campaign in fo late a feafon, that peace would foon be
concluded between the crowns, he was defirous of fug~
gefting a contrary inference. ¢ He had come over,”
he faid, ¢ to make an entire’conqueft of France, which
*¢ was not the work of one fummer. It was therefore
of no confequence at what feafon he began the inva-
fion; efpecially as he had Calais ready for winter
¢ quarters.” As if he had ferioufly intended this enter-
prize, he inftantly marched into the enemy’s country
and laid fiege to Bulloigne: But notwithftanding this ;_n:'aﬁﬂnm’
appearance of hoftility, there had been fecret advances -
made towards peace above three months before; and
commiflioners had been appointed to treat of the terms,
‘The better to reconcile the minds of men to this unex-
pected meafure, the king’s ambafladors arrived in the

VYor.1ll, - Aa camp
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camp from the Low Countries, and informed him, that
Maximilian was in no readinefs to join him; nor was
any affiftance to be expected from that quarter. Soon
after, meflengers came from Spain, and brought news of
a peace concluded between that kingdom and France, in
which Charles had made a ceflion of the counties of
Rouffillon and Cerdagne to Ferdinand. Though thefe
articles of intelligence were carefully difperfed through-
out the army, the king was ftill apprehenfive, left a fudden
peace, after fuch magnificent promifes and high expecta-
tions, might expofe him to reproach. In order the more
effeCtually to cover the intended meafures, he fecretly
engaged the marquis of Dorfet, together with twenty=
three perfons of diftinction, to prefent him a petition
for agreeing to a treaty with France. 'The pretence was
founded on the late feafon of the year, the difficulty of
fupplying the army at Calais during winter, the obfta-
cles which arofe in the fiege of Bulloigne, the defertion
of thofe allies whofe afliftance had been moft relied on:
Events which might, all of them, have been forefeen
before the embarkation of the forces.

In confequence of thefe preparatory fteps, the bifhop
of Exeter and lord Daubeney were fent to confer at
Eftaples with the marefchal de Cordes, and to put the
laft hand to the treaty. A few days fufficed for that pur-
pofe : The demands of Henry were wholly pecuniary;
and the king of France, who deemed the peaccable pof-
effion of Britanny an equivalent for any fum, and
who was all on fire for his projected expedition into
Italy, readily agreed to the propofals made him. He
engaged to pay Henry 745,000 crowns, near 400,000
pounds fterling of our prefent money ; partly as a reim-
burfement of the fums advanced to Britanny, partly as ar-
rears of the penfion due to Edward IV, And he ftipu-
Jated a yearly penfion to Henry and his heirs of 25,000

Crowns.
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crowns. ‘Thus the king, as remarked by his hiﬂ'oriarz,C\” A P,
| i XXV.

made profit upon his fubjeéts for the war; and upon hise_
ne :"o:' the peace *, And the people "rrl'ccd, that he 1492

€

had illed his promife, when he faid to the parliament

that hc would make the war maintain itfelf. I\in,\'nm—
lian was, if he pleafed, comprehended in Hen nry’s treaty ;
but he difdained to be in any refpect beholden to an ally,
of whom, he thought, he had reafon to complain: He
made a feparate peace with France, and obtained refti-
tution -of Artois, Franchecompté, and Charolois, which
had been ceded as the dowry of his d: aughter, when fhe

was affianced to the king of France.
luded between England and France,
was the more likely to continue, 1,‘<,c1:uc Ql:;irhs, full
of ambition and youthful hopes, bent all his attention

to the fide of Italy, and foon after undertook the con-
=

queft of Naple ize which regarded
with the o as I‘-_:lph‘s lay remote from
him, in any : lc n {ucs

in that qua }

blifhed at

attempted againft him, had bhitherto tended only to con-

o

211t
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:
'.(:nty was fully efta-

and every rebellion, which had been

found his r‘ncmfﬁa, ;';71-;3 confolidate his power

ence. His reputatior
augmenting ;
g

moft unfavoural

to his thron
1V the ifflue whi

on to flatter

rous fituation, the

the profpect of

inveterate and indefati e enemies, whom he “had
wal i adverfary, who
k*m h,n. in inquietude, and fometimes even brought him
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Te dutchefs of Burgundy, full of refentment for the

g__.\,__.ld(")r(,dlon of her family and its partizans, rather irri-

tated than difcouraged by the ill fuccefs of her paft en-
terprizes, was determined at laft to difturb that go-
vernment, which fhe found it fo difficult to fubvert.
By means of her emiflaries, fhe propagated a report, that
her nephew, Richard Plantagenet, duke of York, had
efcaped from the Tower when his elder brother was mur-
dered, and that he flill lay fomewhere concealed : And
finding this rumour, however improbable, to be greedily
reccived by the people, fhe had been looking out for
fome young man, proper to perfonate that unfortunate
prince.

Tuere was one Ofbec, or Warbec, a renegado Jew

of Tournay, who had been ca ried by fome bufinefs to
London in the reign of Edward IV. and had there a fon

n to him. Having had opportunities of being known
to the king, and obtaining his favour, he prEVdﬂCd
with that prince, whofe manners were very affable, to
ftand godfather to his fon, to whom he gave the
name of Peter, corrupted, after the Flemifh manner,
into Peterkin, or Perkin. It was by fome believed,
that Edward, among his amorous adventures, had a fe-
cret commerce with Warbec’s wife ; and people thence
accounted for that refemblance, which was afterwards
remarked between young Perkin and that monarchY.
Some years after the birth of this child, Warbec returned
to Tournay; where Perkin, his fon, did not long re-
main, but by different accidents was carricd from place to
place, and his birth and fortunes became thereby un-
known, and difficult to be traced by the moft diligent en-
quiry. Thevariety of his adventures had hap sily favoured
the natural verfatility and fagacity of his genius; and he
feemed to be a youth perfeQly fitted to ,_J[ any part, or

y Bacon, p, 606,
aflume
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affume any charaéter, In this light he had been repre-
fented to the dutchefs of Burgundy, who, {tmck with
the concurrence of fo many circumftances fuited to her
purpofe, defired to be made acquainted with the man, on
whom fhe ajready began to ;:mund her hopes of fuccefs.
She found him to exceed her moft fanguine expe&ations ;
fo comely did he appear in his perfon, fo graceful

air, fo courtly in his addrefs, fo full of docility and good
fenfe in his behaviour and converfation. The leflonss
neceflary to be taught him, in order to his perfonating
the duke of York, were foon learned by a youth of fuch
quick apprehenfion; but as the feafon feemed not then
favourable for his enterprize, Margaret, in order: the
better to conceal him, fent him, under the care of lady
Brampton, into Portugal, where he remained a year, un-
known to all the world.

THE war, which was then ready to break out be-
tween France and England, feemed to afford a proper
opportunity for the dlco.mry of this new phaznome.
non; and Ireland, which fill retained its attachments
to the houfe of York, was chofen as the proper place
for his firft appearance?. He landed at Corke ; and
immediately afluming the name of Richard Plantagenet,
drew to him partizans among that credulous people.
He wrote letters to the earls of Defmord and Kildare,
inviting them to join his party: He difperfed every

where the ftrange intelligence of his efcape from the

cruelty of his uncle Richard : And men, fond of every
\

thing new and wonderful, began to make him the gene-

ral fubje& of their difcourfe, and even the object of
their favour.

THE news foon reached France ; and Charles, prompted
by the fecret folicitations of the dutchefs of Burgundy,

and the intrigues of one Frion, a fecretary of Henry’s,

z Polyd. Virg. p. §8g.
Aa3g who
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who had deferted his fervice, fent Perkin an invitation

i e £ repair to him at Paris. He received him with all tha

3492

Bi: isavow-
ed by the
dutchefs of
Burgundy,

marks of regard due to the duke of York; fettled on him

a handfome penfion, affigned him magnificent lodgings,

o

and in order to provide at cnce for his dignity and fecu=

rity, gave him a guard for his perfon, of which lord Cons

7

grefal accepted the office of captain. The French cour-
tiers readily embraced a fiction, which their fovereign
thought it his intereft to adopt : Perkin, both by his de-

portment and perfonal qualities, 1u'vwrbcﬂ the prepof«
feffion, which was fpread abroad of his royal pedigree:
And the whole kingdom was full of the accomplithments,

as well as the fingular adventures and misfortunes of the
young Plantagenet, Wonders of this nature are coms
monly augmented at a diftance. From France, the ad-
miration and credulity diffufed themfelves into England:

Sir George Nevil, er John Faylor, and above a hundred
gentlcmen more, came to Paris, in order to offer their
fervices to the fuppofed duke of York, and to fhare hig
fortunes : And the impoftor had now the appearance of 3
court attending him, and began to entertain hopes of final
fuccefs in his undertakings.

WHEN peace was concluded between France and Eng-
land at Eftaples, Henry applied to have Perkin put intg
his hands ; but Charles, refolute not to betray a young
man, of whatever birth, whom he had invited into his
kingdom, would agree only to difmifs him. The pre=-
tended Richard retired to the dutchefs of* Burgundy, and
craving her protection and affiftance, offered to lay before
her all the proofs of that birth, to which he laid claim,
The princefs affe@ed ignorance of his pretenfions ; even
put on the appearance of diftruft; and having, as fhe
faid, been already deceived by Simncl, the was determined
never again to be feduced by any impoftor. She defired
before all the world to be infiruéted in his reafons for

8 i mg
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afluming the name w hich he bore; feemed to examineC HaAP,
AN / .
1:;0!,?\'; pm_.__\,___;
fhment 149%
at}

at his anfwers; and at laft, after long and ibvcrc i‘cruriztj'

every C circumftance with the moft 1cruszu

many particular queftions to him ; affeted :

ance, embraced him as her nephew, thc

Edward, the fole heir of the Plantagenets,

mate fucceflor to the Englith throne. S 3
afligned him an equipage, fuited to his pretended birth ;
‘xpp-:);nt:J him a guard of thirty halberdiers; engaged
every one to pay court to him; and on all occafions ho-
noured him with the appellation of the 7#%ite Rofe of Eng-

land, The Flemings, moved by. the

ithority. which
Margaret, both from her rank and pfrﬁsz;;.l charaéter,

enjoyed among them, readily adopted the fiction of Per-
kin’s royal defcent: No furmife of his true birth was as

yet heard of: Little contradiction was made to the pre=-

vailing opinion : And the Englith, from t’*m great com-

nun@, ation with the Low Countries,.were every day more

led in favour of theimpoftor.

and more prepoflef

It was not the populace alone of England tha tgave
credit to Perkin’s pretenfions.  Men of the higheft birth

and quality, difgufted at He

rernment,: by which

: hali i
’ heireyes

they fc
7

towards the new claimant; ome of them even en-
tered: into a corr ndence with him. TLeord Fitzwater,, 4 1y ma-
Sir Simon Mount Tha s betrayed

their inclination towards i:im: Sir Wi {zrn SL inley him-p

felf, lord chamberl ad .t e in ml Ing

Henry to the throne, mov -l credulity
F a revolt

and

or a reftlels ambition, ent:

1_.

in favour o

his enemy?.... Sir
‘

William Barley ‘were ‘Lul more open

They went over to Fla 1\,_“’ were
2 Bacon, p. fi.‘"ﬁ{.
Ha 4 the
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€ H A P. the dutchefs of Burgundy to the acquaintance of Perkin,

XXV,

‘. — and made him a tender of their fervices. Clifford wrote

1493

back to England, that he knew perfe&ly the perfon of
Richard duke of York, that this young man was un-
doubtedly that prince himfelf, and that no circumftance
of his ftory was expofed to the leaft difficulty, Such po-
fitive intelligence, conveyed by a perfon of rank and cha-
racter, was fufficient with many to put the matter beyond
queftion, and excited the attention and wonder even of
the moft indifferent, The whole nation was held in fuf-
pence; a regular confpiracy was formed againft the
king’s authority ; and a correfpondence fettled between
the malcontents in Flanders and thofe in England.

THE king was informed of all thefe particulars;
but agreeably to his charalter, which was both cautious
and refolute, he proceeded deliberately, though fteadily,
in counter-working the proje&ts of his enemies, His firft
objeét was to afcertain the death of the real duke of Yorks
and to confirm the opinion that had always prevailed with
regard to that event. Five perfons had been employed
by Richard in the murder of his nephews, or could give
evidence with regard to it; Sir James Tirrel, to whom
he had committed the government of the Tower for that
purpofe, and who had feen the dead princes; Forrefts
Dighton, and Slater, who perpetrated the crime; and the
prieft who buried the bodies. =~ Tirrel and Dighton alone
were alive, and they agreed in the fame ftory ; but as the
prieft was dead, and as the bodies were fuppofed to have
been removed by Richard’s orders, from the place-where
they were firft interred, and could not now be found, it
was not in Henry’s power to put the fa&, fo much as he
withed, beyond all doubt and controverfy.

HEe met at firt with more difficulty, but was in the
end more fuccefsful, in dete@ing who this wonderful per-
fon was that thus boldly advanced pretenfions to his
7 ' CIown,
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erown. He difperfed his fpies all over Flanders andC‘YjX-\'\, P,
England; he engaged many to pretend that they hlldk__:\/_._)
embraced Perkin’s party; he direfted them to infi- 1493
nuate themfelves into the confidence of the young man’s

friends; in proportion as they conveyed intelligence

of any confpirator, he bribed his retainers, his do=~

meftic fervants, nay fometimes his confeflor, and by

thefe means traced up fome other confederate; Clifford

himfelf he engaged by the hope of rewards and pardon,

to betray the fecrets committed to him; the more truft he

gave to any of his fpies, the higher refentment did he

feign againft them ; fome of them he even caufed to be
publicly anathematized, in order the better to procure

them the confidence of his enemies: Andin the iflue, the

whole plan of the confpiracy was clearly laid before him;

and the pedigree, adventures, life, and converfation of

led duke of York. T'hislatter part of the ftory

the pretenc
was immediately publifhed for the fatisfalion of the na-
tion: T'he confpirators he referved for a flower and furer

vengeance,

MEeANWHILE, he remonftrated with the archduke, y494.}
Philip, on account of the countenance and protection,
vhich was afforded in his dominions to fo infamous an
impoftor ; contrary to treatics fubfifting between the fo-
vereigns, and to the mutual amity which had fo long
been maintained by the {ubjeéls of both ftates. Marga-
yet had intereft enough to get his application rejeéted; on
pretence that Philip had no authority over the demefnes
of the dutchefs dowager. And the king, in refentnient
of this injury, cut off all commerce with the Low-Coun-
tries, banifhed the Flemings, and recalled his own fub-
jects from thefe provinces. Philip retaliated by like
edicls; but Heary knew, that fo mutinous a people as
ghe Flemings would not long bear, in compliance with

the




C H A P.the humours of ‘their prince, to be deprived of the be~
W,V:_'_J neficial branch ‘of commerce which they carried on with
1494 England.

He had it in his power to infli& more effectual punifh-

ment on his domeftic enemi

and when ‘his proje&ts
were fufficiently matured, he failed not to make them feel
the effeGsof his refentment. Almoft in the fame inftant,
he arrefted Fitzwater, Mountfort, and Thwaites, together
with William Daubeney, Robert Ratcliff, Thomas Cref-
fenor, and Thomas Aftwood. All thefe were arraigned,
conviéted, and condemned for high treafon, in adhering
and promifing aid to Perkin. Mountfort, Ratcliff, and
Daubeney were immediately executed : Fitzwater was
fent over to Calais, and detained in cuftody; but being
dete@ed in pralifing on his keeper for an efcape, he foon
after underwent the fame fate. ‘The reft were pardoned,
together with William Worfeley, dean of St. Paul’s, and
fome others, who had been accufed and examined, but
not brought to public trial *.

GrEeATER and more folemn preparations were deemed
requifite for the trial of Stanley, lord chamberlain, whofe
authority in the nation, whofe domeftic connexions with
the king, as well as his former fervices, feemed to fecure
him againft any accufation or punifhment, Clifford was
dire@ed to come over privately to England, and to throw
himfelf at the king’s feet, while he {at in council ; crav-
ing pardon for paft offences, and offering to atone for
them by any fervices, which fthould be required of him.
Henry then told him, that the beft proof he could give of
penitence, and the only fervice he could now render him,
vas the fall confeflion of his guilt; aud the difcovery of
all ‘his accomplices, however diftinguifhed by rank or
character. Encouraged by this exhortation, Clifford ac-
cufed Stanley then prefent, as his chief abettor; and ofe

» Polydore Virgil, p. 5924
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red to lay before the council the full proof of his guil¢, C Hap
Leadt Tk XXV,
Sfanh*y himfelf could not difcover more furprize than. P
affeCed by Henry on the occafion. He received the 1494

mtcliigcncs as ablolutely falfe and incredible; that a man,
to whom he was in a great meafure beholden for his
crown, and even for his life; a man, to whom, byevery
honour and favour, he had endeavoured to exprefs his
gratitude ; whofe brother, theearl of Derby, was his own
father-in-law; to whom he had even committed the truft
of his perfon, by creating him lord chamberlain: That
this man, enjoying his full confidence and affe&ion, not
altuated by any motive of difcontent or apprehenfion,
acy againft him. Clifford was
gh well the confequences of his

in a confpi

horted to wei

n; but as he perfifted in the fame pofitive afle-
C

verations, Stanley was committed to cuftody, and was

foon after examined before the councile, He denied not
the guilt imputed to him by Clifford; he did not even
endeavour much to extenuate it; whether he thought that

afrank 1 phian = BT
2 frank and open confeflion \‘.'()L!lu lerve as :

atonement,
o Sty shy e Miap i b FE
or trufted to his prefe and "his former fer-

vices, for pardon are often apt ,.'1 and

> 3 “ ~ C w'lL.
ealouly, efpecially &* Stanies

and reftlefs difpofition, in
hem.” "The n‘“nf‘ral

humour of the peop ﬂmlcd
ple of feverity. ‘/‘) d as Stan-

{ubjects’in the kingdom,

g poffefled of above three thoufand pounds a-year in

& ; ; Y4954
and, and forty thoufand marks in plate and money, be-

s other property of great value,

the profpeét’ of fo

A forfeiture 'was dee mc\l no fmall motive for I ry’s
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C H A P.king was reftrained by doubts and f{cruples; the prifoner
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was brought to his trial, condemned, and prefently after
beheaded. Hiftorians are not agreed with regard to the
crime which was proved againft him. The general
report is, that he thould have faid in confidence to Clif-
ford, that, if he were fure the young man, whoappgsared
in Flanders, was really fon to king Edward, he never
would bear arms againft him. The fentiment might
difguft Henry, as implying a preference of the houfe of
York to that of Lancafter, but could fcarcely be the
ground, even in thofe arbitrary times, of a fentence of
high treafon againft Stanley. It is more probable, there-
fore, as is aflerted by fome hiftorians, that he had exprefsly
engaged to aflift Perkin, and had aftually fent him fome
fupply of money.

THE fate of Stanley made great impreflion on the king-
dom, and ftruck all the partizans of Perkin with the deep-
eft difmay. From Clifford’s defertion, they found that
all their fecrets were betrayed; and as it appeared, that
Stanley, while he feemed to livein the greateft confidence
with the king, had been continually furrounded by fpies,
who reported and regiftered every altion in which he was
engaged, nay, every word which fell from him, a general
diftruft took place, and all mutual confidence was de-
ftroyed, even among intimate friends and acquaintance.
T he jealous and feverc temper of the king, together with
his great reputation for fagacity and penetration, kept
men in awe, and quelled not only the moyements of fe-
dition, but the very murmurs of faction. Libels, how-
ever, creeped out againft Henry’s perfon and adminiftra-
tion ; and being greedily propagated by every fecret art,
thowed that there ftill remained among the people a con=
fiderable root of’ difcontent, which wanted only 2 proper
opportunity to difcover itfelf,

3
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Bur Henry continued more intent on encreafing the CXF;A ¥
. V.

terrors of his people, than on gaining their affeGions, .
Trufting to the great fuccefs which attended him in all 2495

his enterprizes, he gave every day, more and more, a loofe
to his rapacious temper, and employed the arts of per-
verted law.and juftice, in order to exa& fines and com-
pofitions from his people.  Sir William Capel, alderman
of London, was condemned on fome penal fatutes to pay
the fum of 2743 pounds, and was obliged to compoux{d
for fixteen hundred and fifteen. This was the firft noted
cafe of the kind; but it became a precedent, which pre~
pared the way for many others. The management, in~
deed, of thefe arts of chicanery, was the great fecret of
the king’s adminiftration, While he depreffed the nobi-
lity, he exalted and honoured and carefled the lawyers;
and by that means both beftowed authority on the laws,
and was enabled, whenever he pleafed, to pervert them to
his own advantage. His government was oppreflive; but
lefs burthenfome, as, by his extending
royal autbority, and curbing the nobles, he became in

O
=]

it was fo much the

reality the fole oppreflor in his kingdom.

As Perkin found, that the king’s authority daily gained
ground among the people, and that his own pretenfions
were becoming, obfolete, he refolved to attempt fome-
thing, which might revive the hopes and expectations of
his partizans. Having collefted a band of outlaws,
pirates, robbers, and neceflitous perfons of all nations, to
the number of 600 men, he puttofea, with a refolution
of making a defcent in England, and of exciting the
common people toarms, fince all his correfpondence with
the nobility was cut off by Henry’s vigilance and feve-
rity. Information being broughthim, that the king had
ma,dc a progrefs to the north, he caft anchor on the coaft
of Kent, and fent fome of his retainers athore, who in=
vited the country to join him. The gentlemen of Kent

aflembled
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. affembled fome troops to oppofe him; but they purs

pofed to do more eflential fervice than by repelling the
invafion: ‘They carried the femblance of friendihip to
Perkin, and invited him to come, himfelf, athore, in or=
der to take the command over them. But the wary youth,
obferving that they had more order and regularity in their
movements than could be fuppofed in new levied forces,
who had taken arms againft eftablifhed authority, refufed
to entruft himfelf into their hands; and the Kentifh
troops, defpairing of fuccefs in their ftratagem, fell upon
fuch of his retainers, as were already landed; and befides
fome whom they flew, they took a hundred and fifty pri-
foners. 'Thefe were tried and condemned; and all of
them executed, by orders from the kin>, who was re=-
folved to ufe no lenity towards men of fuch defperate
fortunes ¢.

THis year 2 parliament was fummoned in England,
and another in Ireland; and fome remarkable Jaws were
paflfed in both countries. The Englifh parliament en=
aéted, that no perfon, who fhould by arms or otherwife
aflilt the king for the time being, fhould ever afterwards,
either by courfe of law or alt of parliament, be attainted
for fuch an inftance of obedience. This ftatute might be
expofed to fome cenfure, as favourable to ufurpers; were
there any precife rule, which always, even during the
moft fa&tious times, could determine the true fuccefior,
and render every one inexcufable, who did not {fubmit
to him, But as the titles of princes are then the great
fubject of difpute, and each party pleads topics in its own
favour, it fcems but equitable to fecure thofe who act in
fupport of public tranquillity, an objet at all times of
undoubted benefit and importance, Henry, confcious of
his difputed title, promoted this law, in order to fecure his
partizans againft all'events; but as he had himfelf obferv-

d Polydore Virgil, p. 59§

ed
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ed a contrary prallice with regard to Richard’s adherents, F’Xe Ps
he had reafon to apprehend, that, during the VlO]Pl]Cek_:f___a
vhich ufually enfues on public LonvulﬁonQ his example, 1495
rather than his law, would, in cafe of a new revolution,
be followed by his enemies. And the attempt to bind
the legiflature itfelf, by preferibing rules to future parli-
aments, was contraditory to the plaineft principles of
po itical government,
THuis parliament alfo' paffed an act, impowering the
king to levy, by courfe of law, all the fums which any
pcrfon had agreed to pay by way of benevolence: A fta-
tute, by which that arbitrary method of taxation was in-
direétly authorized and juftified.
THe king’s aut] hority appeared crua‘!y prevalent and
uncontroled in Ireland.  Sir Edward Poynings had been
fent over to that country, with an intention of quelling
the partizans of the houfe of York, and of reducing the
natives to fubje&ion, He was not fupported by forces
fufficient for that enterprize: The Irith, by flying into
their woods, and m orafles, and mountains, for fome time
cluded his efforts: But Poy nings fummomcd a parliament
at Dublin, where he was more fuccefsful. He paffed
that memorable ftatute, which fill bears his name, and
which eftablithes the aut thority of the Englifh governmerit
in Jreland. By this ftatute, all the former laws of Eng-
land were made to be of force in Ire eland ; and no bill

can be introduced into the Irith parliament, unlefs it pre-
vioufly receive the fan&ion of the counc]] of England.

‘T'his latter claufe i’ccm> Culfulm(;d for enfurin ng the domi-

nion of the Englith; but was re
.of the Irifh commons, who mtcndw [y

fecure themfelves from the tyranny of their lords, parti-
cularly of fuch lieutenants or deputies as were of Irifh
births,

¢ Sir Jehn Davis, p. 235,




368

1495+

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

€ H A P. WaiLE Henry’s authority was thus eftablifhed throughs
w;._;out his dominions, and general tranquillity prevailed, the

whole continent was thrown into combuftion by the
French invafion of Italy, and by the rapid fuccefs which
attended Charles in that rath and ill-concerted enter=
prize. The Italians, who had entirely loft the ufe of
arms, and who, in the midft of continual wars, had be-
come every day more unwarlike, were aftonifhed to meet
an enemy, that made the field of battle, not a pompous
tournament, but a fcene of blood, and fought at the ha-
ward of their own lives the death of their enemy. Their
effeminate troops were difperfed every where on the ap-
proach of the French army : Their beft fortified cities
opened their gates: Kingdoms and ftates were in an in-
fant overturned : And through the whole length of Italy,
which the French penetrated without refiftance, they
feemed rather to be taking quarters in their own country,
than making conquefts over an enemy. The maxims,
which the Italians, during that age, followed in nego-
ciations, were as ill calculated to fupport their ftates, as
the habits to which they were addifted in war: A trea-
cherous, deceitful, and inconfiftent fyfiem of politics pre=
vailed ; and even thofe {mall remains of fidelity and ho=
nour, which were preferved in the councils of the other
European princes, were ridiculed in Italy, as proofs of
ignorance and rufticity. Ludovice, duke of Milan, who
invited the French to invade Naples, had never defired or
expeted their fuccefs; and was the firft that felt terror from
the profperous iffue of thofe proje&s, which he himfelf had
coffcerted. By his intrigues a league was formed among
feveral potentates to oppofe the progrefs of Charles’s con-
quefts and fecure their own independency. This league
was compofed of Ludovico himfelf, the pope, Maximi~
lian king of the Romans, Ferdinand of Spain, and the
republic of Venice. Henry too entered into-the confede-

sacy ;
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racy ; but was not put to any expence or trouble in con- C;‘;n‘;‘. Po

fequence of his engagements. The king of France, tef- ‘e st
rified by fo powerful a combination, retired from Naples 1495
with the greater part of his army, and returned to France.

The forces, which he left in his new conqueft were,

partly by the revolt of the inhabitants, partly by the in-

vafion of the Spaniards, foon after {ubdued; and the

whole kingdom of Naples fuddenly returned to its alle-
giance under Ferdinand, fon to Alphonfo, who had been
fuddenly expelled by the irruption of the French. Ferdi-

nand died foon after ; and left his uncle, Frederic, in full
pofleffion of the throne.

Vor. 1L Bb
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s~ Battle of Blackheath——=Truce with Scotland
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with the king of Scotland—=QOppreffions of the
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<

of Caftile Intrigues of tre earl of Suffolk
Sicknefs of the king His leath and characs
ter His laws.

FTER Perkin was repuled from the coaft of
A_ Kent, he retired into Flanders; but as he found it
1mpoﬁ ible to procure fubfiftence for himfelf and his fol-
lowers, while he remained in trnquillity, he foon after
made an attempt upon Ireland, which had always ap-
peared forward to join every invacer of Henry’s authority.
But Poynings had now put the afairs of that ifland in fo
good a pofture, that Perkin met with little fuccefs ; and
being tired of the favage life, vhich he was obliged to
lead, while fkulking among thewild Irifh, he bent his
courfe towards Scotland, and prdented himfelf to James
IV. who then governed that kngdom. He had been '
previoufly recommended to this prince by the king of
France, who was difgufted at Hery for entering into the
general league againft him ; and :his recommendation was
even feconded by Maximilian, vho, though one of the
confederates, was alfo difpleafed vith the king, on account

of
2
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of his prohibiting inEngland all commerce with the Low € H AIP-
Countries. 'Ihe caintenance given to Perkin by thefe - J
princes procured hima Favouxabxe reception with the king  1495.

" A
® Barkin iy
of Scotland, who alured him, that, whatever he were, o« cs.

€5 tires toSegta
he never fhould repnt putting himfelf in his hands f ;lands
The infinuating addefs and plaufible behaviour of the
youth himfelf, feemeven to have gained him credit and
authority. James, whom years had not yet taught dif-
truft or .caution, wasfeduced to believe the ftory of Per-
kin’s birth and adveitures ; and he carried his confidence
fo far as to give himin marriage the lady Catherine Gor-
don, daughter of tle earl of Huntley, and related to

himfelf ; a young ady too, eminent for virtue as well
as beauty,

THERE fubfiftedat that time a great jealoufy between 1495
the .courts of Enghnd and Scotland ; and James was
probably the more firward on that account to adopt any
fition, which, he thought, might reduce his enemy to
diftrefs or difficulty He fuddenly refolved to make an
inroad into England attended by fome of the borderers ;
and he carried Perkin along with him, in hopes, that the
appearance of the petended prince might raife an infurs
rection inthe northen counties. Perkin himfelf difperfed
a manifefto, in whch he fet forth his own ftory, and
eraved the afliftance of all his fubje&ts in expelling the
ufurper, whofe tyrminy and ‘mﬂ—m.m'nhmtlon, whofe
depreflion of the mbility by the elevation of mean pers
fons, whofe oppreflim of the people by multiplied impo-
fitions and vexation;, had juftly, he faid, rendered him
odious to all men. But Perkin’s pretenfions, attended
with repeated difzipp.)intm(”‘zf?, were now become ftale in

the eyes even of tle populace; and the hoxh.c difpofi=
tions, which fubfifkd between the kingdoms, rendered

f Bacon, p, 615 Polydore Virgil, p. 596, 567,

Bba
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C H A P.prince, fupported by the Scots, but an unwelcome pre-

XXV]

‘e — fent to the Englifh nation. The ravages alfo, committed

1496,

1497,

by the borderers, accuftomed to licence and diforder,
ftruck a terror into all men ; and made the people prepare
rather for repelling the invaders than for joining them.
Perkin, that he might fupport his pretenfions to royal
birth, feigned great compaffion for the mifery of his
plundered fubjeéts; and publicly remonftrated with his
ally againft the depredations exercifed by the Scottifh
army & : But James told him, that he doubted his con-
cern was employed only in behalf of an enemy, and that
he was anxious to preferve what never fhould belong to
him. That prince now began to perceive, that his at-
tempt would be fruitlefs ; and hearing of an army, which
was on its march to attack him, he thought proper to
retreat into his own country.

Tue king difcovered little anxiety to procure either
reparation or vengeance for this infult committed on him
by the Scottith nation : His chief concern was to draw
advantage from it, by the pretence which it might afford
him to levy impofitions on his own fubjefts. He fum-
moned a parliament, to whom he made bitter complaints
againft the irruption of the Scots, the abfurd impofture
countenanced by that nation, the cruel devaftations com-
mitted in the northern counties, and the multiplied infults
thus offered both to the king and kingdom of England.
The parliament made the expeted return to this dif-
courfe, by granting 2 fubfidy to the amount of 120,000
pounds, together with two fifteenths. After making this
grant, they were difmifled.

THE vote of parliament for impofing the tax was
without much difficulty procured by the authority of
Henry; but he found it not fo eafy to levy the money
upon his fubjefts. ‘The people, who were acquainted

g Polydore Virgll, ps 598,
with
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with the immenfe treafures which he had amafled, could ill C)g{\;‘l P,
brook the new impofitions raifed on every flight occafion; "
and it is probable, that the flaw, which was univerfally 1497
known to be in his title, made his reign the more fubject

to infurrections and rebellions. When the fubfidy began Infurrection
to be levied in Cornwal, the inhabitants, numerous and ™ ¢ Ve
poor, robuft and courageous, murmured againft a tax,
occafioned by a fudden inroad of the Scots, from which

they efteemed themfelves entirely fecure, and which had

ufually been repelled by the force of the northern coun-

ties. ‘Their ill-humour was farther incited by one Mi-

chael Jofeph, a farrier of Bodmin, a notable prating fel-

low, who, by thrufting himfelf forward on every occa-

fion, and being loudeft in every complaint againft the
government, had acquired an authority among thofe rude

people. Thomas Flammoc too, a lawyer, who had be-

come the oracle of the neighbourhood, encouraged the
fedition, by informing them, that the tax, though im-

pofed by parliament, was entirely illegal ; that the nor-

thern nobility were bound, by their tenures, to defend

the nation againft the Scots ; and that if thefe new im-
pofitions were tamely fubmitted to, the avarice of Henry

and of his minifters would foon render the burden into=

lerable to the nation, The Cornifh, he faid, muft deliver

to the king a petition, feconded by fuch a force as would

give it authority ; and in order to procure the concurrence

of the reft of the kingdom, care muft be taken, by their

orderly deportment, to fhew that they had nothing in view

but the public good, and the redrefs of all thofe grievances

under which the people had fo long laboured.

EncourAGED by thefe fpeeches, the multitude flock-
ed together, and armed themfelves with axes, bills, bows,
and fuch weapons as country people are ufually poffefled
of. Flammoc and Jofeph were chofen their leaders.
They foon conduéted the Cornifh through the county of

Bb 3 Devon,




2

374

1497

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

€ j'xelp- Devon, and reached that of Somerfet, At Taunton the
A ’ b s e “in 5
\o—— Tebels killed, in their fury, an officious and eager com-

miffioner of the fubfidy, whom they called the provoft of
Perin. When they reached Wells, they were joined by
lord Audley, a nobleman of an ancient family, popular
in his deportment, but vain, ambitious, and reftlefs in
his temper. He had from the beginning maintained a
fecret correfpondence with the firft movers of the infur-
re&ion 3 and was now joyfully received by them as their
leader. Proud of the countenamce given them by {o con-
fiderable a nobleman, they continued their march ; breath-
ing deftruction to the king’s. minifters and favourites,
particularly to Morton, now a cardinal, and Sir Regi-
nald Bray, who were deemed the moft active inftruments
ini all his oppreffions, Notwithftanding their rage againft
the adminiftration, they carefully followed the directions
given them by their leaders; and as they met with no
refiftance, they cammitted, during their march, no vio-
lence or diforder.

THrE rebels had been told by Flammac, that the inha-
bitants of Kent, as they had cver, during all ages,
remained unfubdued, and had even maintained their in-
dependence during the Norman conqueft, would furely
embrace their party, and declare themfelves for a caufe,
which was no other than that of public good and general
liberty. But the Kentifh people had very lately diftin-
guiﬂled themfelves by repelling Perkin’s invafion ; and as
they had received from the king many gracious acknow-
ledgments for this fervice, their affections were, by that
means, much conciliated to his government. It was
eafy, therefore, for the earl of Kent, lord Abergavenny,
and lord Cobham, who poflefled great authority in thofe
parts, to retain the people in obedience ; and the Cornifh
rebels, though they pitched their camp near Eltham, at
the very gates of London, and invited all the people to
' join
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join them, got reinforcement from no quarter. There € )L’ A P,
: XVI,
wanted not difcontents every where, but no one Wm"] b
take part in fo rath and ill-concerted an enterprife ; and 1497,

befides, the fituation, in which the king’s affairs then
ftood, difcouraged even the boldeft and moft daring.
HENRY, in order to oppofe the Scots, had already
levied an army, which he put under the command of lord
Daubeney, the chamberlain ; and as foon as he heard of
the Cornifh infurre&ion, he ordered it to march fouth-
wards, and {upprefs the rebels. Not to leave the northern
frontier defencelefs, he difpatched thither the earl of
Surrey, who affembled the forces on the borders, and
made head againft the enemy. Henry found here the
concurrence of the three moft fatal incidents that can
befal a monarchy ; a foreign enemy, a domeftic rebel-

lion, and a pretender to his crown ; but he enjoyed great
& 3 .] J =]
refources in his army and treafure, and ftill more, in the
intrepidity and courage of his own temper. He did not,
however, immediately give full fcope to his military
> y g ¥y
fpirit. On other occafions, he had always haftened to a
i 2 J
decifion, and it was a ufual faying with him, thas be de-
fired but to fee his rebels : But as the Cornith mutineers be-
7
haved in an inoffenfive manner, and committed no f{poil
2 i
on the country ; as they received no acceflion of force on
their march or in their encampment ; and as fuch hafty
and popular tumults might be ex cpeéted to diminifh every
moment by delay ; he took poft in London, and afliduouily
prepared the means of enfuring victory.
AFTER all his forces were colleéted, he divided them B

into three bodies, and marched out to aflail the enemy,
The firft body, commanded by the earl of Oxford, and
under him by the earls of Eilex and Suffolk, were ap-
pointed to place themfelves behind the hill on which the
rebels were encamped : The fecond and moft confider-
able, Henry put under the command of lord Daubeney,

Bb 4 : and
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€ H A P. and ordered him to attack the enemy in front, and bring

XXVI

\—— ——on the adtion, The third, he kept as a body of referve

1497+

June 22d,

about his own perfon, and took poft in St. George’s
fields ; where he fecured the city, and could eafily, as
occafion ferved, either reftore the fight or finith the vic-
tory, To put the enemy off their guard, he had fpread
a report that he was not 'to attack them till fome days
after ; and the better to confirm them in this opinion, he
began not the action till near the evening. Daubeney
beat 2 detachment of the rebels from Deptford-bridge ;
and before their main body could be in order to receive
him, he had gained the afcent of the hill, and placed
himfelf in array before them. They were formidable
from their numbers, being fixteen thoufand ftrong, and
weré not defe&ive in valour; but being tumultuary
traops, ill armed, and not provided with cavalry or artillery,
they were but an unequal match for the king’s forces.
Daubeney began the attack with courage, and even with
a contempt of the enemy, which had almoft proved fatal
to him. He rufhed into the midft of them, and was
taken prifoner ; but foon after was releafed by his own
troops. After fome refiftance, the rebels were broken,
and put to flight ®.  Lord Audley, Flammoc, and Jofeph,
their leaders, were taken, and all three executed. The
latter feemed even to exult in his end, and boafted, with
a prepofterous ambition, that he thould make a figure in
hiftory. - The rebels, being furrounded on every fide by
the king’s troops, were almoft all made prifoners ; and
immediately difmiflfed without farther punifhment: Whe-
ther, that Henry was fatisfied with the victims who had
fallen in the field, and who amounted to near two thou-
fand, or that he pitied the ignorance and fimplicity of the
multitude, or favoured them on account of their inof-
fenfive behaviour, or was pleafed that they had never,
h Polydere Virgil, p. 6o1,
during
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during their infurreion, difputed his title, and hadC H A P,

XXVI,

fhewn no attachment to the houfe of York, the higheft e

crime, of which, in his eyes, they could have been
guilty.

THE Scottith king was not idle during thefe commo-
tions in England. He levied a confiderable army, and
fat down before the caftle of Norham in Northumberland 3
but found that place, by the precaution of Fox, bithop
of Durham, fo well provided both with men and ammu-
nition, that he made little or no progrefs in the fiege.
Hearing that the earl of Surrey had collefted fome forces
and was advancing upon him, he retreated into his own
country, and left the frontiers expofed to the inroads of
the Englith general, who befieged and took Aiton, a
fmall caftle lying a' few, miles beyond Berwic. Thefe
unfuccefsful or frivolous attempts on both fides progno-
fticated a fpeedy end to the war; and Henry, notwith-
ftanding his fuperior force, was no lefs defirous than
James of terminating the differences between the nations.
Not to depart, however, from his dignity, by making
the firft advances, he employed in this friendly office
Peter Hialas, a man of addrefs and learning, who had
come to him as ambaflador from Ferdinand and Ifabella,
and who was charged with a commiffion of negociating
the marriage of the infanta Catherine, their daughter,
with Arthur prince of Wales i,

Hiaras took a journey northwards, and offered his
mediation between James and Henry, as minifter of a
prince, who was in alliance with both potentates. Com-
miflioners were foon appointed to meet, and confer on
terms of accommodation. The firft demand of the Eng-
lith was, that Perkin fhould be put into their hands:
James replied, that he himfelf was no judge of the young
man’s pretenfions, but having received him as a fuppli-

1 Polydore Virgil, p, 603,
cant,

1497.
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C H A P. cant, and promifed him protetion, he was determined

t to betray a man, who had trufted to his good faith
and his generofity, The next demand of the Englith
met with no better reception : They required reparation
for the ravages committed by the late inroads into Eng-
land : The Scottith commiflioners replied, that the fpoils
were like water {pilt upon the ground, which could never
be recovered, and that Henry’s fubjeéts were better able
to bear the lofs, than their mafter’s to repair it. Henry’s
commiflioners next propofed, that the two kings thould
have an interview at Newecaftle, in order to adjuft all
differences ; but James faid, that he meant to treat of 2
peace, not to go a begging for it. Left the conferences
fthould break off altogether without effect, a truce was
concluded for fome months ; and James, perceiving, that,
while Perkin remained in Scotland, he himfelf never
fhould enjoy a folid peace with Henry, privately defired
him to depart the kingdom.

Access was now barred Perkin into the Low Coun-
tries, his ufual retreat in all his difappointments. The
Flemifh merchants, who feverely felt the lofs refulting
from the interruption of commerce with England, had
made fuch intereft in the archduke’s council, that com-
miffioners were fent to London, in order to treat of an
accommodation. The Flemifh court agreed, that all
Englith rebels fhould be excluded the Low Countries ;
and in this prohibition the demefnes of the dutchefs-dow-
ager were exprefsly comprehended, When this principal
article was agreed to, all the other terms were eafily ad-
jufted. A treaty of commerce was finithed, which was
favourable to the Flemings, and to which they long gave
the appellation of Iutercurfus magnus, the great treaty.
And when the Englith merchants returned to their ufual
abode at Antwerp, they were publickly received, as in
proceflion, with joy and feftivity.

Perkif
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PerriN was a Fleming by defcent, though born in ©H A ¥
England ; and it might therefore be doubted, whether he W o
were i ucmucd in the treaty between the two nations : But 497
as he muft difmifs all his Englifth retainers if he took
fhelter in the Low Countries, and as he was fure of a

cold reception, if not bad ufage, among people vho were
determined to keep on terms of friendfhip with the court
of England ; he thought fit rather to hide himfelf, dur-
ing fome time, in the wilds and faftnefles of Irsland,
Impatient however of a retreat, which was both difagree-
able and dangerous, he held confultations with his fol-
lowers, Herne, Skelton, and Aftley, three broken tradef-
men : By their advice, he refolved to try the affeCtions of
the Cornifh, whofe mutinous difpofition, notwithﬂénding
the king’s lenity, ftill fubfifted, after the fuppreffion of
their rebellion. No fooner did he appear at Bodmin
in Cornwal, than the populace, to the number of
three thoufand, flocked to his ftandard; and Perkin,
elated with this appearance of fuccefs, took on him, for
the fireft time, the appellation of Richard IV. king of
England. Not to fuffer the expe&ations of his followers
to languith, he prefented himfelf before Exeter ; and by
many fair promifes, invited that city to join him. I*md~
ing that the inhabitants fhut their gates againft him, he
laid fiege to the place; but being unprovided with armhry,
ammunition, and every thing requifite for the attempt, he
nade no progrefs in his undertaking. Meflengers were
fent to the king, informing him ef this infurrection : The
citizens of Exeter muxnwm]e were determined to hold out
to the laft extremity, in expeltation of receiving fuccour
from the well-known vigilance of that monarch:

WaenN Henry was informed, that Perkin was landed
in England, he exprefled great joy, and prepared himfelf
with alacrity to attack him, in hopes of being abl e, at
length, to put a period to pretenfions, which A.ad fo long

given
o
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. given him vexation and inquietude. All the courtiers,

fenfible that their a&ivity on this occafion would be the
moft acceptable fervice which they could render the king,
difplayed their zeal for the enterprize, and forwarded
his preparations. ‘The lords Daubeney, and Broke, with
Sir Rice ap Thomas, haftened forward with a fmall body
of troops to the relief of Exeter. The earl of Devon-
thire, and the moft confiderable gentlemen in the county
of that name, took arms of their own accord, and
marched to join the king’s generals. The duke of Buck-
ingham put himfelf at the head of a troop, confifting of
young nobility and gentry, who ferved as volunteers, and
who longed for an opportunity of difplaying their courage
and their loyalty. The king himfelf prepared to follow
with a confiderable army ; and thus all England feemed
united againft a pretender, who had at firft engaged their
attention and divided their affections,

PERKIN, informed of thefe great preparations, imme-
diately raifed the fiege of Exeter, and retired to Taun-
ton. Though his followers new amounted to the
number of near feven thoufand, and feemed ftill refolute
to maintain his caufe, he himfelf defpaired of fuccefs,
and fecretly withdrew to the fanctuary of Beaulieu in the
new foreft. The Cornifh rebels fubmitted to the king’s
mercy, and found that it was not yet exhaufted in their
behalf. Except a few perfons of defperate fortunes, who
were executed, and fome others who were fevercly fined,
all the reft were difmifled with impunity. Lady Cathe-
rine Gordon, wife to Perkin, fell into the hands of the
vi&or, and was treated with a gemerofity, which does
him honour. He foothed her mind with many marks of
regard, placed her in a reputable ftation about the queen,
and affigned her a penfion, which fhe enjoyed even under
his fucceflor,

HENRY
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HEenry deliberated what courfe to take with Perkin € )ng‘?rx,m
himfelf. Some counfelled him to make the privileges «—
of the church yield to reafons of ftate, to take him  1498.
by violence from the fan&uary, to infli& on him the
punithment due to his temerity, and thus at once to put
an end to an impofture which had long difturbed the go-
vernment, and which the credulity of the people and
the artifices of malcontents were ftill capable of reviving.

But the king deemed not the matter of fuch importance
as to merit fo violent a remedy. . He employed fome
perfons to deal with Perkin, and perfuade him, under
promife of pardon, to deliver himfelf into the king’s
hands’. The king conduéted him in a fpecies of mock
triumph to London. As Perkin pafled along the road, perkiot-
and through the ftreets of the city, men of all ranks "™
flocked about him, and the populace treated with the
higheft derifion his fallen fortunes. They feemed
defirous of revenging themfelves, by their infults, for
the thame, which their former belief of his impoftures
had thrown upon them. Though the eyes of the nation
were generally opened with regard to Perkin’s real pa-
rentage, Henry required of him a confeflion of his life
and adventures; and he ordered the account of the
whole to be difperfed, foon after, for the {atisfaétion of the
public. But as his regard to decency made him entirely
fupprefs the fhare which the dutchefs of Burgundy had
had in contriving and conducting the impofture, the
people, who knew that fhe had been the chief inftrument
in the whole affair, were inclined; on account of the
filence on that head, to pay the lefs credit to the authen-
ticity of the narrative.

Burt Perkin, though his life was granted him, was 1400,
ftill detained in cuftody ; and keepers were appointed to
1 Polydore Virgil, p. 606,

guard
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guard him., Impatient of confinement, he broke fromi

‘e — his keepers, and flying to the fan&uary of Shyne, put

himfelf into the hands of the prior of that monaftery.
The prior had obtained great credit by his character of
fan&ity 3 and he prevailed on the king again to grant 2
Lardon to Perkin, But in order to reduce him to il
greater contempt, he was fet in the ftocks at Weftminfter
and Cheapfide, and obliged in both places to read aloud
to the people the confeflion, which had formerly been
publithed in his name. He was then confined to the
Tower, where his habits of reftlefs intrigue and enter=
prize followed him. He infinuated himfelf into the in-
timacy of four fervants of Sir John Digby, lieutenant
of the Toower; and by their means, opened a corre-
fpondence with the earl of Warwic, who was confined
in the fame prifon. This unfortunate prince, who had
from his earlieft youth been thut up from the commerce
of men, and who was ignorant even of the moft com-
mon affairs of life, had fallen into a fimplicity which
made him fufceptible of any imprefiion. The continued
dread alfo of the more violent effects of Henry’s tyranny,
joined to the natural love of liberty, engaged him to em-
brace a proje&t for his efcape, by the murder of the lieu=
tenant ; and Perkin offered to condu& the whole enter=
prize. The confpiracy efcaped not the king’s vigilance :
Tt was even very generally believed, that the fcheme had
been laid by himfelf, in order to draw Warwic and Per-
kin into the fnare : But the fubfequent execution of two
of Digby’s fervants for the contrivance, feems to ‘clear
the king of that imputation, which was indeed founded
more on the general idea entertained of his charaéter,
than on any pofitive evidence,

PERKIN, by this new attempt, after fo many enor=
mities, had rendered himfelf totally unworthy of mercy :
and he was accordingly arraigned, condemned, and foont

after
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after hanged at Tyburn, perfifting ftill in the confeffion CX};{‘?I P,
of his impofture®, 1t bappened about that Very ey (SN

that one Wilford, a cordwainer’s fon, encouraged by the _ 7499-
furprifing credit given to other impoftures, had under- c::i?,ncx:-
taken to perfonate the earl of Warwic; and a prieft.had

even ventured from the pulpit to recommend his caufe to

the people, who feemed ftill to retain a propenfity to

adopt it.  This incident ferved Henry as a pretence for

his feverity towards that prince. He was brought to

trial, and accufed, not of contriving his efcape (for

as he was committed for no crime, the defire of liberty

muft have been regarded as natural and innocent), but of
forming defigns to difturb the govetnment, and raife an
infurretion among the people. 'Warwic confefled the The earlof

> = & arwic

indi¢tment, was condemned, and the fentence was exe- executed.
1 t Noos

cuted upon him, 211t Nc

THIs violent a& of tyranny, the great blemifh of
Henry’s reign, by which he deftroyed the laft remaining
male of the line of Plantagenet, begat great difcontent
among the people, who faw an unhappy prince, that had
long been denied all the privileges of his high birth, even
been cut off from the common benefits of nature, now
at laft deprived of life itfelf, merely for attempting to
fhake off that oppreflion under which he laboured. In
vain did Henry endeavour ‘to alleviate ‘the odium of this
guilt, by fharing it with his ally, Ferdinand of Arra-
gon, who, he faid, had fcrupled to give his daughter
Catherine in marriage to Arthur, while any male defcend=
ant of the houfe of York remained. Men, on the con-
trary, felt higher indignation at feeing a young prince
facrificed, not to law and juftice, but’'to the jealous poli-

tics of two fubtle and crafty tyrants,
Bur though thefe difcontents feftered in the minds of
men, they were fo checked by Henry’s watchful policy

at the end of the volume,
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C H A P.apd fleady feverity, that they feemed not to weaken
XXVI

- his government ; and foreign princes, deeming his

1499.

1300.

throne now entirely fecure, paid him rather the greater
deference and attention. 'The archduke, Philip, in par-
ticular, defired an interview with him; and Henry,
who had pafled over to Calais, agreed to meet him in
St. Peter’s church near that city. The archduke, on
his approaching the king, made hafte to alight, and
offered to hold Henry’s ftirrup ; a mark of condefcen-
fion, which that prince would not admit of He called
the king father, patron, protecior ; and by his whole be-
haviour exprefled a ftrong defire of conciliating the
friendfhip of England. The duke of Orleans had fuc-
ceeded to the crown of France by the appellation of
Lewis XII. and having carried his arms into Italy, and
fubdued the dutchy of Milan, his progrefs begat jealoufy
in Maximilian, Philip’s father, as well as in Ferdinand,
his father-in-law. By the counfel, therefore, of thefe
monarchs, the young prince endeavoured by every art to
acquire the amity of Henry, whom they regarded as the
chief counterpoife to the greatnefs of France. No par-
ticular plan however of alliance feems to have been con-
certed between thefe two princes in their interview : All
pafled in general profeffions of affection and regard ; at
leaft, in remote projeéts of a clofer union, by the future
intermarriages of their children, who were then in a ftate
of infancy.

Tue Pope too, Alexander VI. neglected not the
friendfhip of a monarch, whofe reputation was {pread
over Europe. He fent a nuntio into England, who ex-
horted the king to take part in the great alliance projected
for the recovery of the Holy Land, and to lead in -per=
fon his forces againit the infidels. The general frenzy
for crufades was now entirely exhaufted in Europe 3 but

b1
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it was ftill thought a neceffary piece of decency to pre-C )?X\A}IP.
tend zeal for thofe pious enterprizes. Henry regretted el
the nuncio the diftance of his fitvation, which rendered 159
it inconvenient for him to expofe his perfon in defence

of the Chriftian caufe. He promifed, however, his

utmoft afliftance by aids and contributions; and rather
than the pope fhould go alone to the holy wars, unac-
companied by any monarch, he even promifed to overlook
all other confiderationsy, and to attend him in perfon.
He only required as a neceflary condition, that all dif-
ferences fhould previoufly be adjufted among Chriftian
princes, and that fome fea-port towns in Italy fhould be
configned to him for his retreat and fecurity. It was
eafy to conclude, that Henry had determined not to in-
termeddle in any war againft the Turk : Butasa great
name, without any real aflitance, is fometimes of fervice,
the knights of Rhodes, who were at that time efteemed
the bulwark of Chriftendom, chofe the king protector of
their order.

Bu the prince, whofe alliance Henty valued the moft,
was Ferdinand of Arragon, whofe vigorous and fteady
policy, always attended with fuccefs, had rendered him,
in many rcfpeéts, the moft confiderable monarch in
Europe. There was alfo a remarkable fimilarity of cha-
radter between thefe two princes: Both were full of
craft, intrigue, and defign ; and though a refemblance
of this nature be a {lender foundation for confidence and

e leaft
interfere 3 fuch was the fituation of Henry and Ferdi-
hand, that no jealoufy ever on any occafion arofe be-
tween them. The king had now the fatisfaétion of com-

amity, where the interefts of the parties in th

I5OT.
i : = I bea e 0. Marriage of
pleting a marrjage; which had been projeéted and nego- p"fi,fﬁfff,-‘
ciated during the courfe of feven years; between Arthur thur with

S 27 | T Catheiings fHur Catherine of
prince of Wales and the infanta Catherine, fourth Acragons

daughter of Ferdinand and Tfabella ; he near fixteen years 12th Nov.

Vor, I Crc of
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C }P;IXQ_IP-of age, fhe eightecen. But this marriage proved in the
. "_iffue unprofperous. The young prince, a few months
1502, after, fickened and died, much regretted by the nation.

2d April, i . " s P

His death, Henry, defirous to continue his alliance with Spain, and
alfo unwilling to reftore Catherine’s dowry, which was
two hundred thoufand ducats, obliged his fecond fon,
Henry, whom he created prince of Wales, to be con-
wafled to the infanta. The prince made all the oppo-
fition, of which a youth of twelve years of age was ca=
pable; but as the king perfifted in his refolution, the
efpoufals were at length, by means of the pope’s difpen-
fation, contralted between the parties: An event, which
was afterwards attended with the moft important con=
fequences.

Marfageof THE fame year, another marriage was celebrated,

;}ieﬁfr;:ﬁ which was alfo, in the next age, productive of great

;”‘;h;*:C events: The marriage of Margaret, the king’s elder

Scotlend,  daughter, with James king of Scotland. This alliance
had been negociated during three years, though interrupt-
ed by feveral broils ; and Henry hoped, from the com-
pletion of it, to remove all fource of difcord with that
neighbouring kingdom, by whofe animofity England had
fo often been infefted.  When this marriage was delibe-
rated on in the Englith council, fome objected, that
England might, by means of that alliance, fall under the
dominion of Scotland. ¢ No;” replied Henry, ¢ Scot-
¢ land, in that event, will only become an acceflion to

1503. % England.” Amidft thefe profperous incidents, the

Bs ehe king met with a domeftic calamity, which made not fuch
impreffion on him as it merited : His queen died in child-
bed ; and the infant did not long furvive her. This
princefs was defervedly a favourite of the nation ; and
tne general affection for her encreafed, on account of the
harth treatment, which, it was thought, fhe met with
from her confort.

THE
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THE fituation of the king’s affairs; both at home andC H 4 P,
abroad, was now, in every refped, very fortunate. All _i\.ii_l__;
the efforts of the European princes; both in war and ne- 1593+
gociation, were turned to the fide of Italy; and the va-
rious events, which there arofe, made Henry’s alliance

e courted by every party, yet interefted him fo little as
never to touch him with concern or anxiety. His clofe
connexions with Spain and Scotland enfured his tranquil-
lity ; and his continued fuccefles over domeitic enemies,
owing to the prudence and vigour of his conduct, had
reduced the people to entire {ubmiflion and obedience.
Uncontrouled, therefore, by apptehenfion or oppofition Ogpreffions
of any kind, he gave full fcope to his natural propenfity -,::i:‘" poes
and avarice, which had ever been his ruling patlion, be-
ing encreafed by age, and encouraged by abfolute autho-
rity, broke all reftraints of fhame or juftice. He had
found two minifters, Empfon and Dudley, perfeétly qua-
lified to fecond his rapacious and tyrannical inclinationg,
and to prey upon his defencelefs people. Thefe inftru-
ments of oppreflion were both lawyers, the firft of mean
birth, of brutal manners, of an unrelenting temper ; the
fecond better born, better educated, and better bred, but
equally unjuft, fevere, and inflexible. By their know-
ledge in law, thefe men were qualified to pervert the
forms of juftice to the oppreflion of the innocent; and
the formidable authority of the king fupported them in
all their iniquities.

It was their ufual practice at firft to obferve fo far the
appearance of law as to give indictments to thofe whom
they intended to opprefs : Upon which the perfons were
committed to prifon, but never brought to trial ; and were
at length obliged, in order to recover their liberty, to pay
heavy fines and ranfoms, which were called mitigations
and compofitions. By degrees, the very appearance of
law was negle&ted : The two minifters fent forth their

Cc2 precepts
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¢ H A P precepts to attach men, and fummon them before them-

XXV

w__felves and fome others, at their private houfes, in a court

1503.

of commiflion, where, in a {fummary manner, without
trial or jury, arbitrary decrees were iffued, both in pleas
of the crown and controverfies between private parties,
Juries themf{elves, when fummoned, proved but {mall fe~
curity to the fubject ; being brow-beaten by thefe op-
preffors 3 nay, fined, imprifoned, and punifhed, if they
gave fentence againft the inclination of the minifters.
The whole fyftem of the feudal law, which {till prevailed,
was turned into a fcheme of oppreflion. Even the king’s
wards, after they came of age, were not fuffered to enter
into pofleffion of their lands without paying exorbitant
fines. Men were alfo harafled with informations of in=-
trufion upon fcarce colourable titles. When an outlawry
in a perfonal action was iflued againft any man, he was
not allowed to purchafe his charter of pardon, except on
the payment of a great fum ; and if he'refufed the com-
pofition required of him, the ftrict law, which, in fuch
cafes, allows forfeiture of goods, was rigoreufly infifted
on. Nay, without any colour of law, the half of men’s
lands and rents were feized during two years, 3s a pe-
nalty in cafe of outlawry. But the chief means of op-
preffion, employed by thefe minifters, were the penal
ftatutes, which, without confideration of rank, quality,
or fervices, were rigidly put in execution againft all men :
Spies, informers, and inquifitors were rewarded and en-
couraged in every quarter of the kingdom : And no dif-
ference was made whether the flatute were beneficial or
hurtful, recent or obfolete, poflible or impoffible to be
executed. ‘The fole end of the king and his minifters was
to amafs money, and bring every one under the lath of
their authority ",

n Bacon, 629, 630. Hollingthed, p, 504, Polyd, Virg. p. 613. 615,

‘THROUGH
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THrRoUGH the prevalence of fuch an arbitrary and ‘{qxeyf
iniquitous adminiftration, the Englifh, it may fafely be o ey

afirmed, were confiderable lofers by their ancient pri- 593

vileges, which fecured them from all taxations, except
fuch as were impofed by their own confent in parlia-
ment, Had the king been impowered to levy gene-
ral taxes at pleafure, he would naturally have abftained
from thefe oppreflive expedients, which deftroyed all fe-
curity in private property, and begat an univerfal diffi-
dence throughout the nation. In vain did the people
look for protetion from the pariiament, which was pretty
frequently fummoned during this reign. That aflfembly
was fo overawed, that, at this very time, during the 1504.
greateft rage of Henry’s oppreffions, the commons chofe 25th Jan.
Dudley their fpeaker, the very man who was the chicf;:g:m—
inftrument of his iniquities. And though the king was

L

known to be immenfely opulent, and had no pretence of
wars or expenfive enterprizes of any kind, they granted
him the fubfidy, which he demanded. But fo infatiable was

bk

his avarice, that next year he levied a new benevaolence, 1305,
and renewed that arbitrary and oppreffive method of tax-
ation. By all thefe arts of accumulation, joined to a ri-
gid frugality in his expence, he fo filled his coffers, that
he is faid to have poflefied in ready money the fum of
1,300,000 pounds : A treafure almoft incredible, if we
confider the fcarcity of money in thofe times °,

BuT while Henry was enriching himfelf by the fpoils
of his opprefled people, there happened an event abroad,
which engaged his attention, and was even the object of

o Silver was during this reign 37 fhillings and fixpence a pound, which

makes Henry’s treafure pear three millio

of our prefent money. Befides,
many commodities have become abave thrice as dear by the encreafe of gold
and filver in Europe. And what is a circumftance of flill greater weight,
all other ftates were then very poor, in comparifon of what they are at pre-
fent : Thefe circumftances make Henry’s trezfure appear very great; and
may lead us to conceive the oppreflions of his government,

W) his
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€ H A P. his anxiety and concern. Ifabellz, queen of Caftile, died

XXVL
i it

1505,

about this time ; and it was forefeen, that by this incis
dent the fortunes of Ferdinand, her hufband, would be
much affeGed. The king was not only attentive to the
fate of his ally, and watchful left the general fyftem of
Europe fhould be affetted by fo important an event : He
alfo confidered the fimilarity of his own fituation with
that of Ferdinand, and regarded the iflue of thefe tranf-
acions as a precedent for himfelf.  Joan, the daughter of
Ferdinand by Ifabella, was married to the archduke Phi-
lip, and being, in right of her mother, heir of Cattile,
feemed entitled to difpute with Ferdinand the prefent
pofleflion of that kingdom. Henry knew, that notwith-
ftandjing his own pretenfions by the houfe of Lancafter,
the greater part of the nation was convinced of the fupe-
riority of his wife’s title ; and he dreaded left the prince
of Wales, who was daily advancing towards manhood,
might be tempted by ambition to lay immediate claim
to the crown. By his perpetual attention to deprefs the
partizans of the York family, he had more clofely
united them into one party, and encreafed their defire of
fhaking off that yoke, under which they had fo long
laboured, and of taking every advantage, which his op-
preflive government fhould give his enemies againft him.,
And as he pofleffed no independent force like Ferdinand,
and governed a kingdom more turbulent and unruly,
which he himfelf, by his narrow politics, had confirmed
in factious prejudices 3 he apprehended that his fituation
would prove in the iffue ftill more precarious,

.~ NotrHING at firft could turn out more contrary to
the king’s withes than the tranfaltions in Spain. Fer-
dinand, as well as Henry, had become very unpopular,
and from a like caufe, his former exactions and im=
pofitions ; and the ftates of Caftile difcovered an evident
gefolution of preferring the title of Philip and Joan. In

2 ordeg
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order to take advantage of thefe favourable difpoﬁtions,'3}("{“1,‘l P,
the archduke, now king of Caftile, attended by his con- ,__;,__.J

fort, embarked for Spain during the winter feafon ; but 1506.

meeting with a violent tempeft in the channel, was ob-
liged to take fhelter in the harbour of Weymouth. Siy Arrival of
John Trenchard, a gentleman of authority in the Countyg:ﬁff:’g“
of Dorfet, hearing of a fleet upon the coaft, had aflem~
bled fome forces; and being joined by Sir John Cary,
who was alfo at the head of an armed body, he came to
that town. Finding that Philip, in order to relieve his
ficknefs and fatigue, was already come afhore, he invited
him to his houfe ; and immediately difpatched a mefien-
ger, to inform the court of this important incident. The
king fent in all hafte the earl of Arundel to compli-
ment Philip on his arrival in England, and to inform
him, that he intended to pay him a vifit in perfon, and
to give him a fuitable reception in his dominions. Philip
knew, that he could not now depart without the king’s
confent ; and therefore, for the fake of difpatch, he re-
folved to anticipate his vifit, and to have an interview
with him at Windfor. Henry received him with all
the magnificence poflible, and with all the feeming cor-
diality ; but he refolved, notwithftanding, to draw fome
advantage from this involuntary vifit, paid him by his
royal gueft.

Epmonp de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, nephew to Ed- 1atrigues of
ward IV. and brother to the earl of Lincoln, flain in the ;‘Jﬁb:_“’f
battle of Stoke, had fome years before killed 2 man in a
fudden fit of paffion, and had been obliged to apply to
the king for a remiffion of the crime. The king had
granted his requeft ; but being little indulgent to all per-
fons connected with the houfe of York, he obliged him
to appear openly in court and plead his pardon. Suffolk,
more refenting the affront than grateful for the favour,
had fled into Flanders, and taken fhelter with his aunt,

Cc 4 the
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€ H A P the dutchefs of Burgundy : But being promifed forgivenefs
4~ by the king, he returned to England, and obtained a new

3506,

pardon. Actuated, however, by the natural inquictude
of his temper, and uneafy from debts which he had con-
traced by his great expence at prince Arthur’s wedding,
he again made an elopement into Flanders. The king, well
acquainted with the general difcontent which prevailed
againft his adminiftration, negleGed not this incident,
which might become of importance ; and he employed his
ufual artifices to elude the efforts of his enemies. He di=
rected Sir Robert Curfon, governor of the caftle of Hammes,
to defert his charge, and to infinuate himfelf into the con-
fidence of Suffolk, by making him a tgnder of his fervices.
Upon information fecretly conveyed by Curfon, the king
feized William Courtney, eldeft fon to the earl of Devon-
thire, and married to the lady Catherine, {ifter of the queen;
William de la Pole, brother to the earl of Suffolk; Sir
James Tirrel, and Sir James Windham, with fome per~
fons of inferior quality ; and he committed them to cuf-
tody, Lord AbergavennyandSir Thomas Green were alfo
apprehended ; but were {oon after releafed from their con-
finement. William de la Pale was long detained in prifon:
Courtney was attainted and, though not executed, he reco-
vered not his liberty during the king’s life-time. Bug
Henry’s chief feverity fell upon Sir James Windham, and
Sir James Tirrel,who were brought totheir trial, condemn=
ed, and executed : The fate of the latter gave general fatif-
faction, on account of his participatic'):n in the murder of the
young princes, fons of Edward IV, Notwithftanding thefe
difcoveries and executions, Curfon was ftill able to main-
tain his credit with the earl of Suffelk : Henry, in order to
remove all fufpicion, had ordered him to be excommuni-
gated, together with Suffolk himfelf, for his pretended
retellion.  But after that traitor had performed all the
fervices expected from him, he (uddenly deferted the earl,

and
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and came over to England, where the king received him € H A P,

with unufual marks of favour and confidence

aftonifhed at this inftance of perfidy, finding that even
the dutchefs of Burgundy, tired with fo many fruitlefs at-
tempts, had become indifferent to his caufe, fled fecretly
into France, then into Germany, and returned at laft
into the Low-Countries : where he was proteted, though
not countenanced, by Philip, then in clofe alliance with
the king. _

HENRY neglefted not the prefent opportunity of com-
plaining to his_gueft of the reception which Suffolk had
met with in his dominions. ¢ I really thought,” replied
the king of Caftile, ¢ that your greatnefs and felicity
¢ had fct you far above apprehenfions from any perfon
of fo little confequence : But to give you fatisfattion,
I fhall banith him my flate.” < [ expe@ that you
will carry your complaifance farther,” faid the king ;
I defire to have Suffolk put into my hands, where alone
I can depend upon his fubmiffion and obedience.”
¢¢ T'hat meafure,” faid Philip, ¢ will refle¢t dithonour
“¢ upon you as well as myfelf. You will be thought to
¢ have treated me as a prifoner.”” ¢ Then the matter is
” replied the king,  for I will take that
¢¢ difhonour upon me; and fo your honour is fayved».”
The king of Caftile found himfelf under a neceflity of
complying; but he firft exaéted Henry’s promife that he

€<
(13
[14
[14

€c

€< at an end,

would fpare Suffolk’s life. That nobleman was invited
over to England by Philip; as if the king would grant
him a pardon, on the interceflion of his friend and ally.
Upon his appearance, he was committed to the Tower ;
and the king of Catftile, having fully' fatisfied Henry, as
well by his conceflion, as by figning a treaty of commerce
between England and Caftile, which was advantageous
to the former kingdom 9, was at laft allowed to depart,

P Bacon, p. 6133, 4 Rymer, vol, xiii, p. 142.

after

wce.  Suffolk,

1506,
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C H A P.after a flay of three months. He landed in Spain, was

XXVL

s joyfully received by the Caftilians, and put in pofleffion

1§07

%3508,

* Sicknefs of

the kiag,

of the throne. He died foon after ; and Joan, his wi-
dow, falling into deep melancholy, Ferdinand was again
enabled to re-inftate himfelf in authority, and to go-
vern, till the day of his death, the whole Spanith mo-
narchy.

THE king furvived thefe tranfations two years; but
nothing memorable occurs in the remaining part of his
reign, except his affiancing his fecond daughter Mary
to the young archduke Charles, fon of Philip of Caf-
tile. He entertained alfo fome intentions of marriage for
himfelf, firft with the queen-dowager of Naples, relict of
Ferdinand ; afterwards with the dutchefs dowager of Sa-
voy, daughter of Maximilian, and fifter of Philip. But
the decline of his health put an end to all fuch thoughts;
and he began to caft his eye towards that future exiftence,
which the iniquities and feverities of his reign rendered a
very difmal profpe& to him. To allay the terrors, un-
der which he laboured, he endeavoured, by diftributing
alms and founding religious houfes, to make atonement
for his crimes, and to purchafe, by the facrifice of part
of his ill-gotten treafures, 2 reconciliation with his of-
fended Maker, Remorfe even feized him at intervals for
the abufe of his authority by Empfon and Dudley ; but
not fufficient to make him ftop the rapacious hand of thofe
oppreffors.  Sir William Capel was again fined two thou-
fand pounds under fome frivolous pretence, and was
committed to the Tower for daring to murmur againft
the iniquity. Harris, an alderman of London, was in-
di@ed, and died of vexation before his trial came to an
iffue. = Sir Laurence Ailmer, who had been mayor, and
his two fheriffs, were condemned in heavy fines, and fent
to prifon till they made payment, ‘The king gave coun-
tenance to all thefe oppreflions ; till death, by its nearer

approaches,
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approaches, impreffed new terrors upon him; and he thenC H A P.
ordered, by a general claufe in his will, that reftitution «— —
thould be made to all thofe whom he had injured. He H‘If??.ﬁ
died of a confumption at his favourite palace of Rich- 2;5 H;m)’
mond, after a reign of twenty~three years and eight
months, and in the fifty-fecond year of his age .

THE reign of Henry VII. was, in the main, fortunate

for his people at home, and honourable abroad. He put
and charace

an end to the civil wars with which the nation had ]ongt
€l

been harafled, he maintained peace and order in the ftate,
he deprefled the former exorbitant power of the nobility,
and, together with the friendfhip of fome foreign princes,
he acquired the confideration and regard of all. He loved
peace without fearing war; though agitated with conti=
nual fufpicions of his fervants and minifters, he difcovered
no timidity, either in the condu& of his affairs, or in the
day of battle ; and though often fevere in his punifhments,
he was commonly lefs actuated by revenge than by max-
ims of policy. The fervices, which he rendered the peo-
ple, were derived from his views of private advantage,
rather than the motives of public fpirit; and where he devi-
ated from interefted regards, it was unknown to himfelf,
and ever from the malignant prejudices of faction, or the
mean projeéls of avarice; not fram the fallies of paffion,
or allurements of pleafure; ftill lefs, from the benign
motives of friendfhip and generofity. His capacity was
excellent, but fomewhat contraéted by the narrownefs of
his heart ; he poflefled infinuation and addrefs, but never
employed thefe talents, except where fome great point of
intereft was to be gained ; and while he neglected to con-
ciliate the affections of his people, he often felt the danger
of refting his authority on their fear and reverence alone.
He was always extremely attentive to his affairs ; but
poflefled not the faculty of feeing far into futurity ; and

t Dugd. baronage, IL. p. 237,
was
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€ H A P. wag more expert at providing a remedy for his miftakes

XXV

\_,_,__J than judicious in avoiding them. Avarice was, on the

3509,

whole, his ruling paffion * ; and he remains an inftance,
almoft fingular, of a man, placed in a high ftation, and
poflefled of talents for great affairs, in whom that paffion
predominated above ambition. Even among private per-
fons, avarice is commonly nothing but a fpecies of am-
bition, and is chiefly incited by the profpect of that re-
gard, diftin&ion, and confideration, which attend on
riches.

THE power of the kings of England had always been
fomewhat irregular or difcretionary ; but was fcarcely ever
fo abfolute during any former reign, at leaft after the efta-
blithment of the great charter, as during that of Henry.
Befides the advantages, derived from the perfonal charac-
ter of the man, full of vigour, induftry, and feverity,
deliberate in all projeéts, ficady in every purpofe, and at-
tended with caution, as well as guvod fortune, in every en~-
terprize ; he came to the throne after long and bloody civil
wars, which had deftroyed all the great nobility, who alone
could refift the encroachments of his authority: The
people were tired with difcord and inteftine convulfions,
and willing to fubmit to ufurpations, and even to injuries,
rather than plunge themfelves anew into like miferies :
The fruitlefs efforts made againft him ferved always, as
is ufual, to confirm his authority : As he ruled by a
faGtion, and the leffer faction, all thofe on whom he con-
ferred offices, fenfible that they owed every thing to his
protetion, were willing to fupport his power, though at

s As a proof of Henry’s attention to the fmalleft profits, Bacon tells us,
that he had fen a book of accompts kept by Epfom, and fublcribed in al-
moft every leaf by the king's own hand. Among other articles was the fol-

lowing, ¢ Item, Received of fuch a one five marks for a pardon, whichy if
%¢ it do not pafs, the money to be repayed, or the-party-otherwife fatisfied.”
Oppofite to the memorandum, the king had writ with his own hand, ¢ othez=
¢f wife fatisfied,”> Bacon, p. 630.

the
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the expence of juftice and national privileges, ThefeC 4 A P,
TN e el SRR i XXVI,
eem the chief caufes which at this time beftowed on the 3
crown f{o confiderable an addition of prerogative, and  1509.
rendered the prefent reign a kind of epoch in the Englith
conftitution.

THis prince, though he exalted his prerogative above

law, is celebrated by his biftorian for many -good laws,
which he made be enaéled for the government of his
fubjects. Several confiderable regulations, indeed, are
found among the ftatutes of this reign, both with re-
gard to the police of the kingdom, and its commerce :
But the former. are generally contrived with much better
judgment than the latter. The more fimple ideas of or- His laws,
der and equity are fufficient to guide a legiflator in every
thing that regards the internal adminiftration of juftice :
But the principles of commerce are much more compli-
cated, and require long experience and deep refiection to
be well underftood in any flate, The real confequence
of a law or practice is there often contrary to firft appear-
ances. No wonder, that, during the reign of Henry V]I,
thefe matters were frequently miftaken ; and it may fafely
be affirmed, that even in the age of lord Bacon, very
imperfect and erroneous ideas were formed on that fub-
jeét,

Earry in Henry’s reign, the authority of the Star
Chamber, which was before founded on common law, and
ancient praltice, was in fome cales confirmed by aé& of
parliament * : Lord Bacen extols the utility of this court ;
but men began, even during the age of that hiftorian,
to feel that fo arbitrary a jurifdi€ion was incompatible
with liberty ; and in proportion as the fpirit of independ-
ance ftill rofe higher in the nation, the averfion to it en-

€ See note [N] at the end of the volume,

crealed,
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C}?xexp' creafed, till it was entirely abolithed by adt of parliament
. _in the reign of Charles I. a little before the commence=
215095 sent of the civil wars.

Laws were pafled in this reign, ordaining the king’s

{uit for murder to be carried on within a year and day ",
Formerly, it did not ufually commence till after ; and

as the friends of the perfon murdered, often, in the
interval, compounded matters with the criminal, the

crime frequently pafled unpunifhed. Suits were given

to the poor in forma pauperis, as it is called : Thatis,

without paying dues for the writs, or any fees to the

council v: A good law at all times, efpecially in that

age, when the people laboured under the oppreflion of

the great; but a law difficult to be carried into execu-

tion. A law was made againft carrying off any woman
by force *. The benefit of clergy was abridged 7 ; and
the ¢riminal, on the firft offence, was ordered to be
burned in the hand with a letter denoting his crime; after
which he was punifhed capitally for any new offence.
Sheriffs were no longer allowed to fine any perfon, without
previoufly fummoning him before their court# It is
frange, that fuch a pradtice fhould ever have prevailed.
Attaint of juries was granted in cafes which exceeded
forty pounds value*. A law which has an appearance of
equity, but which was afterwards found inconvenient.
Ad&ions popular were not allowed to be eluded by fraud
or covin. If any fervant of the king’s confpired againft
the life of the fteward, treafurer, or comptroller of the
king’s houfhold, this defign, though not followed by any
overt a&, was made liable to the punifhment of felony ®.
This ftatute was enacted for the fecurity of archbifhop

u g H.7.cap. 1, w 11 H,7. cap. 12, x 3 H, 7.¢ap: 2»
Y 4 H.7.cap, 13, z 11 H. 7. cap. 15, 2 ]bid. cap. 24+
39 H. 7. cap. 3. b 2 H, 7. cap. 13,

Morton,
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Morton, who found himfelf expofed to the enmity of C ;‘X‘A”P-

great numbers. 3 phir
THERE fcarcely pafled any feflion during this reign 1599

without fome ftatute againft engaging retainers, and giv-
ing them badges or liveries ©; a practice, by which they
were, in a manner, inlifted under fome great lord, and
were kept in readinefs to aflift him in all wars, infurrec-
tions, riots, violences, and even in bearing evidence for
him in courts of jufticed. This diforder, which had
prevailed during many reigns, when the law could give
little protection to the fubject, was then deeply rooted in
England ; and it required all the vigilance and rigour of
Henry to extirpate it. There is a flory of his feverity
againft this abufe; and it feems to merit praife, though
it is commonly cited as an inftance of his avarice and ra-
pacity. The earl of Oxford, his favourite general, in
whom he always placed great and deferved confidence,
having fplendidly entertained bim at his caftle of Hen=
ingham, was defirous of making a parade of his magni-
ficence at the departure of his royal gueft; and ordered
ail his retainers, with their liveries and badges, to be
drawn up in two lines, that their appearance might be
the more gallant and fplendid. ¢ My lord,” faid the
king, “I have heard much of your hofpitality ; but
¢¢ the truth far exceeds the report, Thefe handfome

c

gentlemen and yeomen, whom I fee on both fides of

K19
¢¢ me, are, no doubt, your menial fervants.” The earl
fmiled, and confefled that his fortune was too narrow
for fuch magnificence. ¢ They are moft of them,”
{ubjoined he, ¢ my retainers, who are come to do me
¢¢ fervice at this time, when they know I am honoured
¢ with your majefty’s prefence.” The king ftarted a
little, and faid, ¢ By my faith, my lord, I thank you

¢ 3H.7.cap. 1. & 52. 11H.7.cap.3, 19H.7. cap.14,
4 3H,7, capyi2; 11H.7, cap.as.
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C H A P.¢¢ for your good cheer, but I muft not allow my laws t&

XXVL
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2509,

¢ be broken in my fight. My attorney muft fpeak with
¢ you.” Oxfordis faid to have payed no lefs than fifteen
thoufand marks, as a compofition for his offence.

Tue encreafe of the arts, more effe€tually than all the
{everities of law, put an end to this pernicious practice.
The nobility, inftead of vying with each other, in the
number and boldnefs of their retainers, acquired by de-
grees a more civilized fpecies of emulation, and endea<
voured to excel in the fplendour and elegance of their
equipage, houfes, and tables. The common people; no
longer maintained in vicious idlenefs by their fuperiors,
were obliged to learn fome calling or induftry, and be-
came ufeful both to themfelves and to others. And it muft
be acknowledged, in fpite of thofe who declaim fo vio=
lently againft refinement in the arts, or what they are
pleafed to call luxury, that, as much as an induftrious
tradefman is both a better man and a better citizen thant
one of thofe idle retainers, who formerly depended on the
great families ; fo much is the life of a modern nobleman
more laudable than that of an ancient baron °.

BuT the moft important law in its confequences;
which was enacted during the reign of Henry, was that
by which the nobility and gentry acquired a power of
breaking the ancient entails, and of alienating their
eftates f. By means of this law, joined to the beginning
luxury and refinements of the age, the great fortunes of
the barons were gradually diffipated, and the property of
the commions encreafed in England. It is probable, that
Henry forelaw and intended this confequence; becaufe

e See note [O] at the end of the volume, ;

f 4 M, 7. c2p.24. The pradtice of breaking cutails by means of a fine
and recovery was introduced in the reign of Edward the IVth : Butitwas
not, properly fpeaking, law, till the fatute of Henry the VIlth ; which, by
corre@ing fome abufes that attended that pralice, gave indire@ly a fanétion

to it,

the

(I8
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the conftant {cheme of his policy confifted in deprefling k)xH AI Pe
the great, and exalting churchmen, la vyers, and men of ;..._\,._.'..J
hew families, who were more dependant on him. L

Tuts king’s love of money naturally led him fo en-
courage commerce, which encreafed his cuftoms; but, if
we may judge by moft of the laws enaded during his
reign, trade and induftry were rather hurt than promoted
by the care and attention given to them. Severe laws
were made againft taking intereft for money, which was
then denominated ufury 8. Even the profits of exchange
were prohibited, as favouring of ufury®, which the fu~
perftition of the age Zealoully profcribed. All evafive
contracls, by which profits could be made from the loan
of money, were alfo carefully guarded againfti. It is
needlefs to obferve how unreafonable and iniquitous thefe
laws, how impoffible to be executed, and how hurtful to
trade, if they could take place. We may (;”Clve, how-
ever, to the praife of this king, that fometimes, in order
to promote commerce, he lent to merchants fums of mao=

ey, without intereft ; when he knew, that their ftock
was not fufficient for thofe enterprizes, which they had in
view X,

Laws were niade againft the exportation of money;
plate, or bullion!: A precaution, which ferves to no
other purpofe than to make more be experted. But fo
far was the anxiety on this head carried, that merchants
alien, who imported commodities into the kingdom, were
obliged to inveft, in Englith commodities, all the money
acquired by their fales, in order to prevent their convey=
ing it away in a clandeftine manner ™.

It was prohibited to export horfes; as if that export=
ation did not encourage the breed, and render them more
plentiful in the kingdom . In order to promote archery

g g3H. 7. cap. 5. b Ibid. cap.&. i 9H. 7. cap. 8.
k Polyd. Virg, I' 4 H. 7. cap. 23, m 3 H, 7, cap, 8.
» 31 H. 7. cap. 13,

Vou, 111, Dd no
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be fold at a higher price than fix fhil-

" no bows were -to
lings and four-pence®, reducing money to the denomi-
nation of our time. The only effet of this regulation
muft be either that the people would be fupplied with bad
bews or none at all.  Prices were alfo affixed to woollen -
cloth?, to caps and hats 9: And the wages of labourers
were regulated by law r. It is evident, that thefe
matters ought always to be left free, and be entrufted
to the common courfe of bufinefs and commerce. To
fome it may appear furprifing, that the price of a yard of
fcarlet cloth fhould be limited to {ix and twenty fhillings,
money of our age; that of a yard of coloured cloth to
eighteen ; higher prices than thefe commodities bear at
prefent : and that the wages of a tradefman, fuch asa
mafon, bricklayer, tyler, &c. fhould be regulated at near
ten-pence a-day; which is not much inferior to the pre-
fent wages given in fome parts of England. - Labour and
commodities have certdinly rifen fince the difcovery of the
Weft-Indies; but not fo much in every particular as is
generally imagined. ‘The greater induftry of the prefent
times has encreafed the number of tradefmen and labour-
ers, fo as to keep wages nearer a par than could be ex-
pected from the great encreafe of gold and filver. And
the additional art, employed in the finer manufa&ures,
has even made fome of thefe commodities fall below their
former value. Not to mention, that merchants and
dealers, being contented with lefs profit than formerly,
afford the goods cheaper to their cuftomeérs. It appears
by a ftatute of this reign ¢, that goods bought for fixteen-
pence would fometimes be fold by the merchants for three

thillings. Fhe commodities, whofe price has chiefly
rifen, are butcher’s meat, fowl, and fith (efpecially the
latter), which cannot be much augmented in quantity by

© .3 H,7, cap; 14, 9 Ibids cap. 9.
a1 B Fecapizz.

the
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the encreafe of art and induftry, The profeffion, which

then abounded moft, and was fometimes embraced by pe

JCL= \

fons of the loweft rank, was the church : By a claufe of a
ftatute, all clerks or ftudents of the univerfity were forbid-
den to beg, without a permiffion from the vice-chancellor .
ONE great caufe of the low ftate of induftry during this
period, was the reftraints put upon it; and the parlia-
ment, or rather the king (for he was the prime mover
in every thing), enlarged 2 little fome of thefe limitations 3
but not to the degree that was requifite. A law had been
enacted during the reign of Henry IV v, that no man
could bind his fon or daughter to an apm'!:mlceﬂ]ip, un-
lefs he were poflefled of twenty fhilli lings a-year in land ;

and Henry VII. becaule the d:

‘tures was

complained of in Norwich from the want of hands, ex-
empted that city from the penalties of the law ¥. After-
1

wards, the whole county of Norf obtained a like

"

exemption with regard to fome branches of the woollen

manufaéture*. T lx {e

ablux\ limitations proceeded from
a defire of p;omoti;;'r hufbandry, which however is never

more effectually encouraged than by the encrea

Vi L :
nufaltures. For a like reafon, the lxv enalted :

inclofures,

icm‘cc]) deferves the high praif

and for the keeping up of farm hf‘u{ §7,
es beftowed on it by lord

-

Bacon. If hufbandmen underftand agriculture, and have

for their commod 1€§, W€ neea not dread a

a ready vent

e i ~ -1 o el b 1
diminution of the 7'.(,‘,\4 in the country. All

v Cer bv the 1
methods of f{upporting » except by the in-
tereft of the prop

During a century and

a frequent renewal of laws againit depopulas

tion ; whence we may infer, that none of them were ever
” w 12 H. »

t 1v H, 7. cap. 22, u 2 H, 7. cap. 17. v 312 H. 7.

¥ 32 H, 7. cap. 1., Yy 2 H,7. cap.1g.

Dda executed,
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executed, The natural courfe of improvement at laft
provided a remedy.

OnE check to induftry in England was the ereéting of
corporations ; an abufe which is not yet entirely cor-
reCted. A law was enadled, that corporations fhould not
pafs any by-laws without the confent of three of the chief
offizers of ftate 2. They were prohibited from impofing
tolls at their gates®, The cities of Glocefter and Wor-
cefter had even impofed tolls on the Severne, which were
abolifhed °,

TuERE is a law of this reign€, containing a pream-
ble, by which it appears, that the company of merchant
adventurers in London had, by their own authority, de-
barred all the other merchantsof the kingdom, from trading
to the great marts in the Low Countries, unlefs each tra-
der previoufly paid them the fum of near feventy pounds.
It is furprifing that fuch a by-law (if it deferve the
name) could ever be carried into execution, and that
the authority of parliament fhould be requifite to abro-
gate it.

IT was during this reign, on the fecond of Auguit
1492, a little before fun-fet, that Chriftopher Columbus,
a Genoefe, fet out from Spain on his memorable voyage
for the difcovery of the weftern world ; and a few years
after, Valquez de Gama, a Portuguefe, pafled the Cape
of Good Hope, and opened a new paflage to the Eaft
Indies. 'Thefe great events were attended with import-
ant confequences to all the nations of Europe, even to
fuch as were not immediately concerned in thofe naval
enterprizes. The enlargement of commerce and naviga~
tion encreafed indultry and the arts every where: The
nobles diflipated their fortunes in expenfive pleafures :

e s B 3 Ibid, esp. 8, b Ibs cap. 18.
¢ 12 H. 7, cap. 6,

Men
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Men of an inferior rank both acquired a fhare in the
landed property, and created to themfelves a confideral
property of a new kind, in ftock, commodities
crcdit and correfpondence. In fome nations the

*ges of the commons encreafed, by this encreafe of pro-
erty: In moft nations, the l:inp_c,, finding arms to be
dz’oppcd by the barons, who could no longer endure their
former rude manner of life, eftablifhed ftanding armies,
and fubdued the liberties of their kingdoms: But in all
places, the condition of the people, from the depreflion
of the petty tyrants, by whom they had formerly been
opprefled, rather than governed, received great improve-
ment, and they acquired, if not entire liberty, at leafk

the moft

confiderable advant: 1ges of -it. And
neral courfe of events thus tended to deprefs the nobles

and exalt the people, Henry VII. who alfo embraced

that (}‘ﬂ(-xn of policy, has acquired more praife, than his

clves to de-

inftitutions, dtrictly fpeaking, feem of then
erve, on account of any profound wifdom attending
erve, ) o
them.
It was by accident only, that the king had not a con-
b b
fiderable fhare in thofe i

yreat naval difcoveries, by which
the prefent age was fo much diftinguifhed. Columl

after meeting with many repulfes from the courts of Por-

tugal and Spain, {u.t his brother, Bartholomew, to Lon-
don, in order to explain his projects to Henry, and crave
his prote&tion for the execution of them. The king in-
vited him over to England ; but his brother, being taken

by pyrates, was detained in his voyage ; and Columbus,
meanwhile, having obtained the countenance of Ifabella,
was fupplied with a {fmall flect, 2nd happily executed his
enterprize. Henry was not difcouraged by this difap-
p sintment : He fitted out Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian,
ettled in Briftol; and fent him weftwards in 1498, in
fearch of new countries. Cabot difcovered the main land

Ddj of

, »
CHA ™




406

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

C H A P. of America towards the fixtieth degree of northern lati-

XXVI.,

S et SRS He failed fouthwards along the coaft, and difcovered

1509.

Newfoundland, and other countries: But returned to
England, without mazking any conqueft or fettlement.
Elliot and other merchants in Briftol made a like attempt
in 1502 % The king expended fourteen thoufand pounds
in building one fhip called the Great Harry¢. She was,
properly fpeaking, the firft fhip in the Englith navy.
Before this period, when the prince wanted a fleet, he
had no other expedient than hiring or prefling fhips from
the merchants.

Jut though this improvement of navigation, and the
difcovery of both the Indies, was the moft memorable in-
cident that happened during this or any other period, it
was not the only great event, by which the age was dif-
tinguifhed. In 1453, Conftantinople was taken by the
Turks ; and the Greeks, among whom fome remains of
learning were ftill preferved, being fcattered by thzfe bar-
barians, took fhelter in Italy, and imported, together
with their admirable language, a tincture of their {cience
and of their refined tafte in poetry and eloquence. About
the fame time, the purity of the Latin tongue was re-
vived, the ftudy of antiquity became fafhionable, and the

1

efteem for literature gradually propagated itfelf throughout
every nation in Europe. The art of printing, invented
about that time, extremely facilitated the progrefs of all
thefe improvements: The invention of gunpowder chang-
ed the whole art of war: Mighty innovations were foon
after made in religion, fuch as not only affeQed thofe
ftates that embraced them, but even thofe that adhered to
the ancient faith and worfhip: And thus a general revo-
lution was made in human affairs throughout this part of
the world; and men gradually attained that fituation,
with regard to commeice, arts, {cience, government,

¢ Rymer, vol, xiils p. 374 e Stowe, p, 434

police,
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Popularity of the new king His minifters——
Puniftiment of Empfon and Dudley King’s mar-
riage

Fulius 11.
League of Cambray——War with France
Expedition te Fontarabia—— Deceit of Ferdinand
Retyrn of -the Englifh———Leo X .—— A par-
liament War with Scotlgnd—— ¥ olfey minifter

Foreion  affairs

His characier Invafion of France-
Battle of Guinegate———Battle of Flonden——
Peace with France.

cwu av. THEYHE death of Henry VII. had been attended wit

XXVIL as open and vifible a joy among the people as de-
e ’
1509.

1

cency would permit; and the acceilion and coronation
of his fon, henry \Hf fpread univerfally a declared

Popularity and unfeigned fatisfattion, Inftead of a monarch, jea-
of the new

king. lous, fevere, -and avaricious,  who, in proportion as he
advanced in years, was finking ftill deeper in thofe un-
popular vices; a young prince of eighteen had fucceeded

to the throne, who, even in the eyes of men of fenfe,
gave promifing hopes of his future conduct, much more

in thofe of the people, always enchanted with novelty,

1 and royal dignity. 'I he beauty and vigour of

vis perfon, accompanied with dextérity in every manly

e, was farther adorned with a bleoming and ruddy

ountenance, with a lively air, with the appearance of

¢ and activity in all his demeanour . His father,

f T, Mori. Lucubr, p, 182, =
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in order to remove him from the knowledge of publicC H A P,

bufinefs, had hitherto occupied him entirely in the purfuits
of literature; and the proficiency which he made, gave
no bad prognoftic of his parts and capacity &, Even
the vices of vehemence, ardour, and impatience, to
which he was fubject, and which afterwards degenerated
into tyranny, were confidered only as faults, incident to
unguarded youth, which would be correted, when time
had brought him to greater moderation and maturity.
And as the contending titles of York and Lancafter were
now at laft fully united in his perfon, men juftly ex-
pected from a prince, obnoxious to no party, that impar-
tiality of adminiftration, which had long been unknown
in England.

THESE favourable prepofleflions of the public were en-
couraged by the meafures which Henry embraced in the
commencement of his reign. His grandmother, the
countefs of Richmond and Derby, was fill alive; and
as fhe was a woman much celebrated for prudence and
virtue, he wifely thewed great deference to her opinion
in the eftablifhment of his new council. The members
were, Warham, archbifhop of Canterbury, and chancel-
lor; the earl of Shrewfbury, fteward; lord Herbert,
chamberlain; Sir Thomas Lovel, mafter of the wards
and conftable of the Tower; Sir Edward Poynings,
comptroller ; Sir Henry Marney, afterwards lord Mar-
ney; Sir Thomas Darcy, afterwards lord Darcy ; Tho-
mas Ruthal, do&or of laws; and Sir Henry Wiyatht,
Thefe men had long been accuftomed to bufinefs under
the late king, and were the leaft unpopular of 3ll the
minifters employed by that monarch.

Bur the chief competitors for favour and authority
under the new king, were the earl of Surrey, treafurer,

g Father Paul, lib. 1, h Herbert, Stowe, p. 486. Hollingthed,
P: 799+
and
™

XXVII,
Ny red

¥5c9.

His mini=
{ters.
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CH A P.and Fox, bithop of Winchefter, fecretary and privy feal,
\— — This prelate, who enjoyed great credit during all the
15009,

former reign, had acquired fuch habits of caution and
frugality as he could not eafily lay afide; and he fill op-
pofed, by his remonftrances, thoxc fchemes of diffipation
and expence, which the youth and paffions of Henry
rendered agreeable to him. But Surrey was a more dex-
terous courtier ; and though few had borne a greater
fhare in the frugal politics of the late king, he knew
how to confoim himfelf to the humour of his new

mail wnd no one was fo forward in promoting that
liberality, pleafure, and magnificence, which began to

prevail under the young monarchi, By this policy he
ingratiated himfelf with Henry; he made advantage, as
well as the other courtiers, of the lavifh difpofition of

his mafter; and he engaced him in fuch a courfe of play

and idlenefs as rendered him negligent of affairs, and
willing to entruft the government of the flate entirely
into the hands of his minifters.  The great treafures
g, were gradually diflipated in the

Katy Be (RE Trieai bt
amaiie( L/',' fhe iate K1

guu y expences of nry. One party of pleafure fuc-

ecded to another: Tilts, tournaments and caroufals
were exhibited with all the magnificence of the age:
And as the prefent tranquillity of the public permitted
the court to indulge itfelf in every amufement, ferious
bufinefs was but little attended to. Or if the L'mfr in-
termitted the courfe of his feftivity, he chie Ay cmp’o‘*ed
himfelf in an application to mufic and Iitcmtun,, which
were his favourite purfuits, and which were well adapted
to his genius. He had made fuch proficiency in the
former art, as even to compofe fome picces of church-
mufic which were fung in his chapcl ". He was initiated
And though he
was fo unfortunate as to be fcduccd into a ftudy of the

in the elegant learning of the anci

i Lord Herbert, k Ibid,
barren
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barren controverfies of the Schools, which were then fa-C H A P,
; XXVII

difcovered a capacity fitted for x509.

more ufeful and entertaining l«'nowTed-'rc

fhionable, and had chofen Thomas Aquinas for his fa-
vourite author, he ftill

THE frank and carelefs humour of the king, as it led
him to diffipate the treafures, amaffed by his father, ren-
dered him negligent in prote&ing the inftruments whom
that prince had employed in his extortions. A procla-
mation being iflued to encourage complaints, the rage of
the people was let loofe on all informers, who nad fo
long exercifed an unbounded tyranny over the nation!:
They were thrown into prifon, condemned to the pillory,
and moft of them loft their lives by the violence of the
populace, Empfon and Dudley, who were moft expofed p, i1 vent

to public hatred, were immediately fummoned before the of Empfon
: - % 6 p . and Dudley,
council, in order to anfwer for their condu&, which had
rendered them fo obnoxious. Empfon made a fhrewd
apology for himfelf, as well as for his affociate, He
told the council, that, fo far from his being juftly ex-
pofed to cenfure for his paft condu&, his enemies them-
felves grounded their clamour on a&ions, which feemed
rather to merit reward and approbation: That a ftri&k
execution of law was the erime, of which he and Dudley
were accufed ; though that law had been eftablithed by
general confent, and though they had acted in obedience
to the king, to whom the adminiftration of juftice was
entrufted by the conftitution : That it belong to
them, who were inftruments in the hands of fupreme

power, to determine what laws were recent or ob 1,““,
expedient or hurtful ; fince ‘they were all alike valid

long as they remained unrepealed by the leg
Th“t it was natural for a licentious populace to murmur
againft the reftraints of authority ; but all wife ftates had
ever made their glory confift in the juft diftribution of re-

} Herbert, Stowe, p. 456, Hollingthed, p, 799. Polyd, Virg, lib. 27,
2 wards
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CXF;{\;“”."- wards and punifhments, and had annexed the former to
t— — the obfervance and enforcement of the laws, the latter to
1509:  their violation and infration: And that a fudden over-
throw of all government might be expected, where the
judges were committed to the mercy of the criminals, the

rulers to that of the fubjects =,
NoTwITHSTANDING this defence, Empfon and Dud-

ley were fent to the Tower; and foon after brought to

their trial. = The ftri€t execution of ‘laws, however ob-
folete, could never be imputed to them as a crime in a
court of judicature; and it is likely, that, even where
they had exercifed arbitrary power, the king, as they
had acted by the fecret commands of his father, was not
willing that their conduct fhould undergo toe fevere a
fcrutiny. In order, therefore, to gratify the people with

the punithment of thefe obnoxious minitters, crimes very

improbable, or indeed abfolutely impoffible, were charged
upon them; that they had entered into a confpiracy
againft the fovereign, and had intended, on the death of
the late king, to have feized by force the adminiftra-
tion of government. The jury were fo far moved by
popular prejudices, joined to court influence, as to give
a verdict againft them ; which was afterwards confirmed
by a bill of attainder in parliament®, and, at the earneft
defire of the people, was executed by warrant from the
king. Thus, in thofe arbitrary times, juftice was equal-
ly violated, whether the king fought power and riches,

or courted popularity.

m Herbert, Hollingthed, p. 804.

n This parfiament met on the 21ft January, 1510, A law was there
enatted, in order to prevent fome abufes which had prevailed during the late
reign. The forfeiture upon the penal ftatutes was reduced to the term of
three years, Cofts and damages were given againft informers upon acquittal
of the accufed: More fevere punifhments were ena@ed againft perjury: The
falfe inquifitions procured by Empfon and Dudley, were declared null and
iavalid, Traverfes were allowed j and the time of tendering them enlarged.
1 H. 8. c. 8, 10, 11, 12,

HEenry,
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Henry, while he punithed the inftruments of paft C‘T)T A P.
XXVIL
1 WOl o7
ately after his acceflion, con- 7599
cerning the C(?chl’:ation of his marriage with the infanta

A deference to former en ements

as to d\.n'"' e,

ine, to whom he had been affianced during his
father’s lifetime. Her former marriage with his bro- K

. : - . 1. ¢ cHage.
he inequality of their years, were the chief "%

urged againit his efpoufing her : But on the

&
1
i

other hand,

e a;l'.'dnmncs of her known virtue, mo-
defty, and fweetnefs of di (pofition were infifted on ; the

affe@ion which the bore to the king ; the large dowry to
which fhe was entitled as princefs of Wales ; the intereft
of cementing a clofe alliance with Spain; the neceflity
of finding fome confederate to counterbalance the power
of France; the expedien cy of fulfilling the engagements
of the late king. When thefe confiderations were

weighed, they determined the council, though contrary
to the opinion of the primate, to give Inmy their ad-

vice for celebrating the marriage.  The countefs of
Richmond, who had concurred in the fame fentiments
with the council, died foon after the marriage of her 3d June,
grandfon.

THe popularity of Henry’s government, his undif-
puted title, his extenfive authority, his large treafures,
the tranquillity of his fubjeéts, were circumftances which
rendered his domeftic adminiftration eafy and profperous:
The fituation of foreign affairs was no lefs happy and foreign af-
defirable. Italy continued fill, as during the late reign, f2irs
to be the center of all the wars and negociations of the
European princes ; and Henry’s alliance was courted by
all parties; at the fame time, that he was not engaged
by ‘any immediate intereft or neccflity to take part with
any. Lewis XII. of France, after his conqueft of Mi-
lan, was the only great prince that poflefled any terri-

tOTY
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C H A P:tory in Italy ; and could he have rerained in tranquillity,

XXVII,

—\ — he was enabled by his fituation to prefcribe laws to all

1500,

the Italian princes and republics, and to hold the balance
among them. But the defire of making a conqueft of
Naples, to which he had the fame title or pretenfions
with his predeceffor, ftill engaged him in new enter-
prizes 3 and as he forefaw oppofition from Ferdinand,
who was connected both by treaties and affinity with
Frederic of Naples, he endeavoured, by the offers of
intereft, to which the ears of that monarch were ever
open, to engage him in an oppofite confederacy. He
fettled with him a plan for the partition of the kingdom
of Naples and the expulfion of Frederic: A plan, which
the politicians of that age regarded zs the moft egregious
imprudence in the French monarch, and the greateft
perfidy in the Spanifh.  Frederic, fupported only by
fubjects, who were either difcontenied with his govern-
ment, or indifferent about his fortunes, was unable to
refift fo powerful a confederacy, an¢ was deprived of his
dominions: But he had the fatisfatton to fee Naples im-
mediately prove the fource of contention among his ene-
mies, Ferdinand gave fecret orders to his general, Gon-
falvo, whom the Spaniards honour with the appellation
of the great captain, to attack the aimies of France, and
make himfelf mafter of all the dominions of Naples.
Gonfalvo prevailed in every enterprize, defeated the
French in two pitched battles, and enfured to his prince
the entire poffeffion of that kingdom. Lewis, unable to
procure redrefs by force of arms, was obliged to enter
mto a fruitlefs negociation with Ferdinand for the reco-
very of his fhare of the partition ; and all Italy, during
fome time, was held in fufpence between thefe two

powerful monarchs.
‘THERE has fcarcely been any seriod, when the ba-
lance of power was better {ecured in Europe, and feemed
moie
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more able to maintain itfelf without any anxious cofi- S5
cern or attention of the princes. Several great mo- ‘e —dv
narchies were eftablifhed ; and no one fo far furpaffed the  ¥5°9
reft as to give any fourdation, or even pretence, for jea=

loufy. England was united in domeftic peace, and by

its fituation happily fecured from the invafion of foreign-

ers. The coalition of the feveral kingdoms of Spnin had

formed one powerful nonarchy, which Ferdinand admi-

niftered with arts, fraudulent indeed and deceitful, but
full of vigour and ability. . Lewis XII. a gallant and
gencrous prince, had, by efpoufing Anne of Britanny,
widow to his predecelor, preferved the union with that
principality, on which the fafety of his kingdom fo much
depended. Maximilian, the emperor, befides the here-
ditary dominions of ths Auftrian family, maintained au-
thority in the empire, and notwithftanding the levity of
his charaéter, was abk to unite the German princes in
any great plan of intereft, at leaft of defence. Charles,
prince of Caftile, grancfon to Maximilian and Ferdinand,
had already fucceeded :o the rich dominions of the houfe
of Burgundy; and beng as yet in early youth, the go-
vernment was entruftel to Margaret of Savoy, his aunt,
a p:‘ix:ccfs endowed with fignal prudence and virtue.
The internal force of thefe feveral powerful ftates, by
balancing each other, might long have maintained gene-
ral tranquillity, had not the ative and enterprifing ge-
nius of Julius II. an imbitious pontiff, firft excited the Julius IL.
flames of war and dfcord among them. By his in-
trigues, a league had been formed at Cambray®, be- League of

]C.am'ur:lv.
tween himfelf, Maximlian, Lewis, and Ferdinand ; and

|

the object of this greit confederacy was to overwhelm,
by their united arms the commonwealth of Venice.
ft

Henry, without any notive from intereft or paflion, al-

lowed his name to be inferted in the con federacy. This

®In 3508,




416

HISTORYZOF ;ENGEAND,

C H A . oppreflive and iniquitous league was but too fuccefsful

XXVII

e g againft the republic,

1509.

1510,

I5IL

THE great force and fecure fituation of the confider-
able monarchies prevented any one from afpiring to any
conquelt of moment; and though this confideration
could not maintain general peace, or remedy the na-
tural inquietude of men, it rendered the princes of this
age more difpofed to defert engagements and change
their alliances, in which they were retained by humour
and caprice, rather than by any natural or durable intereft,
Julius had no fooner humbled the Venetian republic, than
he was infpired with a nobler ambition, that of expelling
all foreighers from Italy, or, to fpeak in the flile affeéted
by the Italians of that age, the freeing of that country
entirely from the dominion of Barbarians?. He was
determined to make the tempeft fall firft upon Lewis;
and in order to pave the way for this great enterprize,
he at once fought for a ground of quarrel with that mo-
narch, and courted the alliance of other princes. He
declared war againft the duke of Ferrara, the confederate
of Lewis. He folicited the favour of England, by fend=
ing Heiiry a facred rofe, perfumed with mufk and
anointed with chrifm ¢, He engaged in his interefts
Bambridge, archbifhop of York, and Henry’s ambafla-
dor at Rome, whom he foon after created a cardinal. He
drew over Ferdinand to his party, though that monarch,
at firft, made no declaration of his intentions. And what
he chiefly valued, he formed a treaty with the Swifs can-
tons, who, enraged by fome negleéts put upon them by
Lewis, accompanied with contumelious expreflions, had
quitted the alliance of France, and waited for an oppor=
tunity of revenging themf{elves'on that nation,

WHiLE the French monarch repelled the attacks of
his enemics, he thouglit it alfo requifite to make an at=

P Guicciard, lib, 8. q Spelman, Concil, vol. ii. p. 725+

tempt
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tempt on the pope himfelf, and to defpoil him, 2s much
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as poflible, of that facred charactery which chiefly ren~ ___ J

dered him formidable. He engaged fome cardinals, dif=
gufted with the violence of Julius, to defert him ; and by
their authority, he was determined, in conjunétion with
Maximilian, who ftill adhered to his al hance to call a
general councily which might reform the church, and
check the exorbitancies of the Roman pontiff. A council
was fummoned at Pifa, which from the beginning bore a
very inaufpicious afpect, and promifed little fuccefs to its
adherents. Except a few French bithops, who unwil-
lingly obeyed the king’s commands in attending the coun-
cil, all the other prelatcs kept aloof from an affembly,

which they regarded as the offspring of faction, intrigue,
and worldly politics. Even Pifa, the place of their refi-
dence, thowed them figns of contempt ; which engaged
them to transfer their feﬂion to Milan, a city undcr the
dominion of the French monarch. Notwithftanding this
advantage, they did not experience much more refpeétful
treatment from the inhabitants of Milan; and found it
fieceflary to make another remove to Lyonsd, Lewis
himfelf fortified thefe violent prejudices in favour of
papal authority, by the fymptoms, which he difcovered,
of regard, deference, and fubmiffion to Julius; whom
he always fpared, éven when fortune had thrown into
his hands the moft inviting opportunities of humbling
Rim. And as it was known, that his confort, who had
great influence over hiin, was extremely difquietcd in
rhind, on account of his diflenfions with the holy father,’
all men prognofticated to Julius final fuceefs in this un-

equal conteft.

THE enterprizing pontiff knew his advantages, and
availed himfelf of them with the utmoft temerity and in-
folence, So much had he negleted his facerdotal cha-

9 Guicciardini, lib. 1o,

Vor, IIL. Ee ra&er,

15118
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€ H A P. ralter, that he a&ed in perfon at the fiege of Mirandola,

XXVII.,

« — vifited the trenches, faw fome of his attendants killed by

1511,

2512

his fide, and, like a young foldier, cheerfully bore all the
rigours of winter and a fevere feafon, in purfuit of mi-
litary glory *: Yet was he ftill able to throw, even on his
moft moderate opponents, the charge of impiety and pro=
phanenefs. He fummoned a council at the Lateran : He
put Pifa under an interdit, and all the places which gave
fhelter to the fchifmatical council : He excommunicated
the cardinals and prelates who attended it: He even
pointed his fpiritual thunder againft the princes who ad-
hered to it : He freed their fubjects from all oaths of alle-
giance, and gave their dominions to every one, who could
take pofleflion of them. ,
FerpiNaND of Arragon, who had acquired the fir-
_name of Cathelic, regarded the eaufe of the pope and of
religion only as a cover to his ambition and felfith poli-
tics : Henry, naturally fincere and fanguine in his tem-
per, and the more fo on account of his youth and inex=
perience, was moved with a hearty defire of protecting
the pope from the oppreflion, to whieh he believed him
expofed from the ambitious enterprizes of Lewis. Hopes
had been given him by Julius, that the title of maf?
Chriftian King, which had hitherto been annexed to the
crown of France, and which was regarded as its moft
precious ornament, fhould, in reward of his fervices, be
transferred to that of England®. Impatient alfo of ac-
quiring that diftin&ion in Europe, to which his power
and opulence entitled him, he could not long remain
neuter amidft the noife of arms ; and the natural enmity
of the Englifh againft France, as well as their ancient
claims upon that kingdom, led Henry to join that al-
liance, which the pope, Spain, and Venice had formed:
t Guicciardini, lib. 9. s Guicciard, lib.. 11, P, ]?aniel, vol, iia

p. 1893. Herbert. Hollingfhed, p. 331, T
againf¥
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ggainft the French monarch. A herald was fent to C H A P,
Paris, to exhort Lewis not to wage impious war againft \_E:YI_I_;
the fovereign pontiff; and when he returned without I5v2
fuccefs, another was fent to demand the ancient patri-
monial provinces, Anjou, Maine, Guienne, and Nor=
mandy. This meffage was underftood to be a declara- IVTVM with
tion of war; and a parliament being fummoned, readily 4:1:?:{,.
granted fupplies for a purpofe fo much favoured by the
Englifh nation ¢,

Buonaviso, an agent of the pope’s at London, had been
corrupted by the court of France, and had previoufly re-
vealed to Lewis all the meafures, which Henry was con-
certing againft him. But this infidelity did the king
inconfiderable prejudice, in comparifon of the treachery,
which he experienced from the felfith purpofes of the ally,
on whom he chiefly relied for affiftance. Ferdinand, his
father-in-law, had fo long perfevered in a courfe of crooked
politics, that he began even to value himfelf on his dex-
terity in fraud and artifice ; and he made a boaft of thofe
fhameful fuccefles. Reing told one day, that Lewis, a
prince of a very different charatter, had complained of his
having once cheated him: <¢¢ he lies, the drunkard !”
faid he, ““I have cheated him above twenty times.”
This prince confidered his clofe connexions with Henry,
only as the means which enabled him the better to take
advantage of his want of experience. He advifed him
not to invade France by the way of Calais, where he
himfelf {hould not have it in his power to affift him : He
exhorted him rather to fend forces to Fontarabia, whence Expedition
he could eafily make a conqueft of Guienne, a province, :;::"“‘““"
in which, it was imagined, the Englifh had ftil]l fome adhe-
rents. He promifed to aflift this conqueft by the junétion
of a Spanith army. And fo forward did he feem to pro-
mote the interefts of his fon-in-law, that he even fent

t Herbert, Hollingthed, p. 811,
Ee2 vellels
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¢ H A P.eflels to England, in- order to tranfport over the forces
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I512,

vhich Henry had levied for that purpofe. The marquis
of Dorfet commanded this armament, which confifted of
en thoufand men, moftly infantry; lord Howard, fon
of the earl of Surrey, lord Broke, lord Ferrars, and many
sthers of the young gentry and nobility, accompanied
1im in this fervice. All were on fire to diftinguifh them-
tlves by military atchievements, and to make a conqueft
»f importance for their mafter. The fecret purpofe of
Ferdinand in this unexampled generofity was fufpected
>y no body.

TuE fmall kingdom of Navarre lies on the frontiers
between France and Spain; and as John d’Albret, the
[overeign, was conneted by friendfhip and alliance with
Lewis, the opportunity feemed favourable to Ferdinand,
while the Englifh forces were conjoined with his own,
and while all adherents to the council of Pifa lay under the
(entence of excommunication, to put himfelf in pefleffion
of thefe dominions. No fooner, therefore, was Dorfet
landed in Guipifcoa, than the Spanifh monarch declared
his readinefs to join him with his forces, to make with
united arms an invafion of France, and to form the fiege
of Bayonne, which opened the way into Guienne ¥ : But
he remarked to the Englith general how dangerous it
might prove to leave behind them the kingdom of Na-
varre, which, being in clofe alliance with France, could
eafily give admittance to the enemy, and cut off all com=
munication between Spain and the combined armies. To
provide againft fo dangerous am event, he required, that
Jobn fhould ftipulate a neutrality in the prefent war; and
when that prince exprefled his willingnefs to enter into
any engagement for that purpofe, he alfo required, that
fecurity fhould be given for the {triét obfervance ‘of it.

John having likewife agreed to this condition, Ferdinand

u Herbert, Hoilingfhed, p. 813-
demanded,,
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demanded, that he thould deliver into his hands fix of tle

moft confiderable places of his dominions, together witi
his eldeft fon as a hoftage. Thefe were not terms to te
propofed to a fovereign ; and as the Spanith monarch ex-
pected a refufal, he gave immediate orders to the duke
of Alva, his general, to make an invafion on Navarr,
and to reduce that kingdom.  Alva foon made himfef
mafter of all the fmaller towns ; and being ready to forn
the fiege of Pampeluna, the capital, he fummoned tie
marquis of Dorfet to join him with the Englifh army,
and concert together ail their operations.

DorseT began to fufpect, that the interefts of hs
mafter were very little regarded in all thefe tranfations;
and having no orders to invade the kingdom of Navarre,
or make war any where but in France, he refufed to tale
any part in the enterprize. He remained therefore in hs
quarters at Fontarabia ; but fo fubtle was the contrivane
of Ferdinand, that, even while the Englith army lay i
that fituation, it was almoft equally ferviceable to hs
purpofe, as if it had acted. in conjunétion with hs
own, It kept the French army in awe, and prevented t
from advancing to fuccour the kingdom of Navarre ; f
that Alva, having full leifure to conduct the fiege, mad:
himfelf mafter of Pampeluna, and obliged John to feez
for fhelter in France.. The Spanifh general applied agah
to Dorfet, and propofed to conduct with united counfek
the operations of the holy league, fo it was called, againt
Lewis: But as he ftill declined forming the fiege o
Bayoane, and rather infifted on the invafion of the prin-
cipality of Bearne, a part of the king of Navarre’s domi-
nions, which lies on the French fide of the Pyrenees
Dorfet, juftly fufpicious of his finifter intentions, repre-
fented, that, without new orders from his mafter, h:
could not concur in fuch an undertaking.  In order ®
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procure thefe orders, Ferdinand difpatched Martin de
Ampios to London; and perfuaded Henry, that, by the
refra&ory and fcrupulous humour of the Englith general,
the moft favourable opportunities were loft, and that it
was neceflary he fhould, on all occafions, act in concert
with the Spanifh commander, who was beft acquainted
with the fituation of the country, and the reafons of every
operation. But before orders to this purpofe reached
Spain, Dorfet had become extremely impatient ; and ob-
ferving that his farther ftay ferved not to promote the main
undertaking, and that his army was daily perithing by
want and ficknefs, he demanded fhipping from Ferdinand
to tranfport them back into England. Ferdinand, who
was bound by treaty to furnith him with this fupply, when-
ever demanded, was at length, after many delays, obliged
to yield to his importunity ; and Dorfet, embarking his
troops, prepared himfelf for the voyage. Meanwhile, the
meflenger arrived with orders from Henry, that the troops
thould remain in Spain; but the foldiers were fo difcon-
tented with the treatment which they had met with, that
they mutinied, and obliged their commanders to fet fail
for England. Henry was much difpleafed with the ill
fuccefs of this enterprize ; and it was with difficulty, that
Dorfet, by explaining the fraudulent conduét of Ferdi-
nand, was at laft able to appeafe him.

TuERE happened this fummer an aétion at fea, which
brought not any more decifive advantage to the Englith,
Sir Thomas Knevet, mafter of horfe, was fent to the
coaft of Britanny with a fleet of forty-five fail ; and he
carried with him Sir Charles Brandon, Sir John Carew,
and many other young courtiers, who longed for an op=
portunity of difplaying their valour, After they had
committed fome depredations, a French fleet of thirty-nine
fai] iflued from Breft, under the command of Primauget,

and
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and began an engagement with the Englith. Fire feized CH A Pe

XXVH.

the thip of Primauget, who, finding his deftruétion «—

inevitable, bore down upon the veflel of the Englith
admiral, and grappling with her, refolved to make her
fhare his fate. Both fleets ftood fome time in fufpence,
as fpectators of this dreadful engagement; and all men
{aw with horror the flames which confumed both vefiels,
and heard the cries of fury and defpair, which came
from the miferable combatants. At laft, the French
veflel blew up ; and at the fame time deftroyed the Eng-
lithx, The reft of the French fleet made their efcape
into different harbours, ;

Tue war, which England waged againft France,
though it brought no advantage to the former kingdom,
was of great prejudice to the latter; and by obliging
Lewis to withdraw his forces for the defence of his own
dominions, loft him that fuperiority, which his arms, in
the beginning of the campaign, had attained in Italy.
Gafton de Foix, his nephew, a young hero, had been en-
trufted with the command of the French forces ; and in
a few months performed fuch feats of military art and
prowefs, as were fufficient to render illuftrious the life of
the oldeft captain v, His career finifhed with the great
battle of Ravenna, which, after the moft obftinate con-
fli, he gained over the Spanith and papal armies. He
perifhed the very moment his victory was complete ; and
with him perithed the fortune of the French arms in
Italy. The Swifs, who had rendered themfelves ex-
tremely formidable by their bands of difciplined infan-
try, invaded the Milanefe with a numerous army, and
raifed up that inconftant people to a revolt againft the
dominion of France. Genoa followed the example of
the dutchy; and thus Lewis, in a few weeks, entirely

X Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. Stowe, p. 4go. Languet’s Epitome of chro-
nicles, fol. 273 ¥ Guicciard. lib, 10,
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C}I“MI}”" loft his Italian conquefts, except fome garrifons; and
e — Maximilian Sforza, the fon of Ludovic, was reinftated

3513.  in pofleflion of Milan.

Jurius difcovered extreme joy on the difcomfiture of
the French ; and the more fo, as he had been beholden
for it to the Swifs, a people, whafe councils, he hoped,
he fhould always be able to influence and govern. The
pontiff furvived this fuccefs a very little time ; and in his
place was chofen John de Medicis, who took the appel-
lation of Leo X. and proved one of the moft illuftrious
princes that ever fat on the papal throne. Humane, be-
neficent, generous, affable ; the patron of every art, and
friend of every virtue #3 he had a foul no lefs capable of
forming great defigns than his predeceflor, but was more
gentle, pliant, and artful in employing means for the exe-
cution of them. The fole defe&t, indeed, of -his cha-
ralter was too great finefle and artifice; a fault, which,
both as a prieft and an Italian, it was difficult for him to
avoid. By the negociations of Leo, the emperor Maxi-
milian was detached from the French intereft ; and Henry,
notwithftanding his difappointments in the former cam=
paign, was ftill encouraged to profecute his warlike mea-
fures againft Lewis,

211t Feb,
Leo X.

A pulia- HEeNnRrY had fummoned a new feflion of parliament?,
peE and obtained a fupply for his enterprize. It was a poll-
tax, and impofed different fums, according to the ftation
and riches of the perfon. A duke payed ten marks, an
ear] five pounds, a baron four pounds, a knight four marks
every man valued at eight hundred pounds in goods, four
marks. An impofition was alfo granted of two fifteenths
and four tenths®, By thefe fupplies, joined to the
treafure, which had been left by his father, and which was
pot yet entirely diffipated, he was enabled to levy a great

Father Paul, lib. 7. 2 4th November, 1512,
st :
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army, and render himfelf formidable to his enemy. TheCH A P,
Wt : : : XXVt
Englith are faid to have been much encouraged in this . )

enterprize, by the arrival of a veflel in the Thames un- 1513,
der the papal banner. It carried prefents of wine and

hams to the king, and the more eminent courtiers ;
and fuch fond devotion was at that time entertained
towards the court of Rome, that thefe trivial prefents
were every where received with the greateft triumph and
exultation.

In order to prevent all difturbances from Scotland,
while Henry’s arms fhould be employed on the continent,
Dr. Weft, dean of Windfor, was difpatched on an em-
bafly to James, the king’s brother-in-law ; and inftruc-
tions were given him to accommodate all differences be-
tween the kingdoms, as well as to difcover the intentions
of the court of Scotland ¢, Some complaints had already
been made on both fides, One Barton, a Scotchman,
having fuffered injuries from the Portugueze, for which
he could obtain no redrefs, had procured letters of marque
againft that nation; but he had no fooner put to fea, than
he was guilty of the grofleftabufes, committed depredations
upon the Englifh, and much infefted the narrow feas 4.
Lord Howard and Sir Edward Howard, admirals, and fons
of the ear! of Surrey, failing out againft him, fought him
in a defperate altion, where the pyrate was killed ; and
they brought his thips into the Thames. As Henry re-
fufed all fatisfa&ion for this aét of juftice, fome of the
borderers, who wanted but a pretence for depredations,
entered England under the command of lord Hume, war-
den of the marches, and committed great ravages on that
kingdom. Notwithftanding thefe mutual grounds of dif-
fatisfaltion, matters might eafily have been accommo-

¢ Polydere Virgil, lib, 27, 4 Stowe, p.489, Hollingthed,
S1ge
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A P. dated, had it not been for Henry’s intended invafion of

‘..._V_._J France, which rouzed the jealoufy of the Scotith na-

1513,
War with
Scotland.

tion¢, The ancient league, which fubfifted between
France and Scotland, was conceived to be the ftrongeft
band of connexion ; and the Scots univerfally believed,
that, were it not for the countenance which they received
from this foreign alliance, they had never been able fo
Jong to ‘maintain their independence againft a people o
much fuperior. James was farther incited to take partin
the quarrel by the invitations of Anne, queen of France,
whofe knight he had ever in all tournaments profefled
himfelf, and who fummoned him, according to the ideas
of romantic gallantry, prevalent in that age, to take the
field in her defence, and prove himfelf her true and va-
Jorous champion. The remonftrances of his confort and
of his wifeft counfellors were in vain oppofed to the mar-
tial ardour of this prince. He firft fent a {quadron of
fhips to the afliftance of France; the only fleet which
Scotland feems ever to have poffefled. And though he
ftill made profeffions of maintaining a neutrality, the
Englith ambaflador eafily forefaw, that a war would in
the end prove inevitable; and he gave warning of the
danger to his mafter, who fent the earl of Surrey to put
the borders in a pofture of defence,. and to refift the ex-
pected invafion of the enemy.

Henry, all on fire for military fame, was little dif-

‘couraged by this appearance of a diverfion from the

north; and fo much the lefs, as he flattered himfelf with
the afliftance of all the confiderable potentates of Europe
in his invafion of France. The pope ftill continued to
thunder out his excommunications againt Lewis, and
all the adherents of the fchifmatical council: The Swifs
cantons made profeffions of violent animofity againft

¢ Buchanan, 1ib, 33v Drummond in the life of James IV,

France:
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France: The ambafladors of Ferdinand and Maximilian C H A P,
had figned with thofe of Henry a treaty of alliance againft . e 5
that power, and had ftipulated the time and place of their 1573
intended invafion: And though Ferdinand difavowed his
ambaflador, and even figned a truce for a twelvemonth

with the common enemy ; Henry was not yet fully con-

vinced of his felfith and {inifter intentions, and ftill

hoped for his concurrence after the expiration of that

term. He had now got a minifter who complied with

all his inclinations, and flattered him in every fcheme,

to which his fanguine and impetuous temper was in-

clined.

TroMmAs WoLsEY, dean of Lincoln, and almoner to wolfey mi-
the king, f{urpaffed in favour all his minifters, and was ™fer
faft advancing towards that unrivalled grandeur, which
he afterwards attained. This man was fon of a butcher
at Ipfwich; but having got a learned education, and
being endowed with an excellent capacity, he was admitted
into the marquis of Dorfet’s family as tutor to that noble-
man’s children, and foon gained the friendfhip and coun-
tenance of his patron . He was recommended to be chap-
lain to Henry VII. and being employed by that monarch
in a fecret negociation, which regarded his intended mar-
riage with Margaret of Savoy, Maximilian’s daughter, he
acquitted himfelf to the king’s fatisfaction, and obtained
the praife both of diligence and dexterity in his conduété.
That prince, baving given him a commiffion to Maxi-
milian, who at that time refided in Bruflels, was fur-
prized, inlefs than three days after, to fee Wolfey prefent
himfelf before him ; and {uppofing that he had protract-
ed his departure, he began to reprove him for the dila-
tory execution of hisorders, Wolfey informed him, that

§ Stowe, p. 997s g Cavendith, Fiddes’s life of Wolfey, Stowe.
he
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CX‘;“;‘\”?‘ he had juft returned from Bruffels, and had fuccefsfully
— — fulfilled all his majefty’s commands, ¢ But on fecond
1513- ¢ thoughts,” faid the king, ¢ I found that fomewhat was
¢¢ omitted in your orders; and have fent a meflenger after
¢ you, with fuller inftructions.” ¢ I met the meflen-
<« ger,” replied Wolfey, ““ on my return: But as I had
¢ refle€ted on that omiflion, I ventured of myfelf to ex-
¢ ecute what, I knew, muft be your majefty’s inten-
¢ tions.” The death of Henry, foon after this incident,
retarded the advancement of Wolfey, and prevented his
reaping any advantage from the good opinion, which
that monarch had entertained of him: But thencefor-
wards he was looked on at court as a rifing man; and
Fox, bithop of Winchefter, caft his eye upon him as
one, who might be ferviceable to him in his prefent fitu-
ation ®, 'This prelate, obferving that the earl of Surrey
had totally eclipfed him in favour, refolved to introduce
Wolfey to the young prince’s familiarity, and hoped,
that he might rival Surrey in his infinuating arts, and
yet be content to act in the cabinet a part fubordinate
to Fox himfelf, who had promoted him. In a little
time, Wolfey gained fo much on the king, that he fup-
planted both Surrey in his favour, and Fox in his truft
and confidence. Being admitted to Henry’s parties of
pleafure, he took the lead in every jovial converfation,
and promoted all that frolic and entertainment, which
he found fuitable to the age and inclination of the young
monarch.,  Neither his own years, which were near
forty, nor his charaller of a clergyman, were any re-
ftraint upon him, or engaged 'him to chéck, by any ufe-
lefs feverity, the gaiety, in which Henry, who had fmall
propenfion to debauchery, pafled his carelefs hours. Dur-

b Antiq, Brit, Ecclef, p. 309. Polydore Virgil, lib 27.
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ing the intervals of amufement he introduced bufinefs,C H A P,
and infinuated thofe maxims of conduc&t which he was XXY_I_I_'_J
defirous his mafter fhould adopt. He obferved to him, _;;};.
that, while he entrufted his affairs into the hands of
his father’s counfellors, he had the advantage indeed of
employing men of wifdom and experience, but men who
owed not their promotion to his favour, and who fcarcely
thought themfelves accountable to him for the exercife
of their authority: That by the faCtions, and cabals,
and jealoufies, which had long prevailed among them,
they more obflructed the advancement of his affairs,
than they promoted it by the knowledge, which age and
pracice had conferred upon them : That while he thought
proper to pafs his time in thofe pleafures, to which
his age and royal fortune invited him, and in thofe
ftudies, which would in time enable him to fway the
fcepter with abfolute authority, his beft {yftem of govern-
ment would be to entruft his authority into the hands of
fome one perfon, who was the creature of his will, and
who could entertain no view but that of promoting his
fervice : And that if this minifter had alfo the fame relith
for pleafure with himfelf, and the fame tafte for fcience,
he could more eafily, at intervals, account to him for his
whole condu&, and introduce his mafter gradually into
the knowledge of public bufinefs, and thus, without te-
dious conftraint or application, initiate him in the fcience
of government i,

Henry entered into all the views of Wolley ; and
finding no one fo capable of executing this plan of admi-
niftration as the perfon who propofed it, he foon ad-
vanced his favourite, from being the companion of his
pleafures, to be a member of his council ; and from be-

4 Cavendith, p. 12, Stowe, p. 409,
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C H A P.ino a member of his council, to be his fole and abfolute

XXVIIL

‘e~ minifter. By this rapid advancement and uncontrouled

1513.
His charace
ter,

authority, the charatter and genius of Wolfey had full
opportunity to difplay itfelf. Infatiable in his acqui-
fitions, but ftill more magnificent in his expence: Of
extenfive capacity, but ftill more unbounded enterprize :
Ambitious of power, but' ftill more defirous of glory :
Infinuating, engaging, perfuafive ; and, by turns, lofty,
elevated, commanding: Haughty to his equals, but af-
fable to his dependants; oppreflive to the people, but
liberal to his friends ; more generous than grateful ; lefs
moved by injuries than by contempt; he was framed
to take the afcendant in every intercourfe with others,
but exerted this fuperiority of nature with fuch oftentation
as expofed him to envy, and made every one willing te
recal the original inferiority or rather meannefs of his
Jortune.

THE branch of adminiftration, in which Henry moft
exerted himfelf, while he gave his entire confidence to
Wolley, was the military, which, as it fuited the natural
gallantry and bravery of his temper, as well as the are
dour of his youth, was the principal obje& of his atten=
tion. Finding that Lewis had made great preparations
both by fea and land to refift him, he was no lefs careful
to levy a formidable army, and equip a confiderable
fleet for the invafion of France. The command of the:
fleet was entrufted to Sir Edward Howard : who, after
fcouring the channel for fome time, prefented himfelf
before Breft, where the French navy then lay; and he
challenged them to a combat. The French admiral,
who expected from the Mediterranean a reinforcement of
fome gallies under the command of Prejeant de Bidoux,
kept within the harbour, ‘and faw with patience the °
Englith burn and deftroy the country in the neighbour-
hood, At laft Prejeant arrived with fix gallies, and put

into
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into Conquet, a place within a few leagues of Breft; C H 4 P.

3

XXVilk

where he fecured himfelf behind fome batteries, which

he had planted on rocks, that lay on each fide of him,

1513,

Howard was, notwithftanding, determined to make an at- zsth Aprile

tack upon him ; and as he had but two gallies, he took
himfelf the command of one, and gave the other to.lord
Ferrars. He was followed by fome row-barges and fome
crayers under the command of Sir Thomas Cheyney,
Sir William Sidney, and other officers of diftin&ion.
He immediately faftened on Prejeant’s fhip, and leaped
on board of her, attended by one Carroz, a Spanifh ca-~
valier, and feventeen Englifhmen. The cable, mean-
while, which faftened his thip to that of the enemy, be~
ing cut, the admiral was thus left in the hands of the
French ; and as he flill continued the combat with great
gallantry, he was pufhed overboard by their pikesk.
Lord Ferrars, feeing the admiral’s galley fall off, follow-
ed with the other fmall veflels; and the whole fleet was
fo difcouraged by the lofs of their commander, that they
retired from before Breft!, The French navy came out
of harbour; and even ventured to invade the coaft of
Suffex. They were repulfed, and Prejeant, their com-
mander, loft an eye by the fhot of an arrow. Lord
Howard, brother to the deceafed admiral, fucceeded to
the command of the Englith fleet; and little memorable
pafled at fea during this fummer.

GREAT preparations had been making at land, during
the whole winter, for an invafion en France by the way

k It was a maxim of Howard"s, that no admiral was good for any thing,
that was not brave even to a degree of madnefs, As the fea-fervice requires
much lefs plan and contrivance and capacity than the land, this mzxim has
great plaufibility and appearance of truth : Though the fate of Foward him=
felf ‘may ferve as a proof that even there courage cught ta be tempered with
difcretion..

L Stowe, p.49r. Herbert, Hollingfhed, p. 336,
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€ H A P, of Calais; but the fummer was well advanced befors

XXVIL

. ; every thing was in {ufficienit readiriefs for the intended

1513

enterprize. The long peace which the kingdom had
enjoyed, had fomewhat unfitted the Englith for military
expeditions; and the great change, which had lately
been introduced in the art of war, had rendered it ftill
more difficult to enure them to the ufe of the weapons
now employed in a&tion. 'The Swifs, and after them the
Spaniards, bad fhown the advantage of a ftable infantry;
who fought with pike and fword, and were able to re-
pulfe even the heavy-armed cavalry, in which the great
force of the armies formerly confifted. The practice of
firc-arms was become common ; though the caliver, which
was the weapon now in ufe, was fo inconvenient, and
attended with fo many difadvantages, that it had not en-
tirely difcredited the bow, a weapon in which the Eng-
lith excelled all European nations. A confiderable part
of the forces, which Henry levied for the invafion of
France, confifted of archers; and as foon as affairs were
in readinefs, the vanguard of the army, amounting to
8000 men, under the command of the earl of Shrew{-
bury, failed over to Calais. Shrewfbury was accompa=
nied by the earl of Derby, the lords Fitzwater,. Haft-
ings, Cobham, and Sir Rice ap Thomas, captain of the
light horfe. Another body of 6000 men foon after fol-
lowed under the command of lord Herbert, the cham-
berlain, attended by the earls of Northumberland and
Kent, the lords'Audley and Delawar, together with Ca-
rew, Curfon, and other gentlemen.

TaE king himfelf prepared to follow with the main
body and rear of the army; and he appointed the queen
regent of the kingdom during his abfence. That he
might fecure her adminiftration from. all difturbance, he

ordercd




HoEuNTR Yy VA
ordered Edmond de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, to be be-

headed in the Tower, the nobleman who had been at-
tainted and imprifoned during the late reign. Henry was
led to commit this act of violence by the dying commands,
as is imagined, of his father, who told him, that he ne-
ver would be free from danger, while a man of {o turbu=
lent a difpofition as Suffolk was alive. And as Richard
de la Pole, brother of Suffolk, had accepted of a com=
mand in the French fervice, and foolifhly attempted to
revive the York faction, and to inftigate them againft
the prefent government, he probably, by that means,
drew more fuddenly the king’s vengeance on this unhappy
nobleman.

At laft; Henry, attended by the duke of Buckingham
and many others of the nobility, arrived at Calais, and
entered upon his French expedition, from which he fondly
expeéted fo much fuccefs and glory ™.  Of all thofe allies,
on whofe afliftance he relied, the Swifs alone fully per-
formed their engagements. Being put in motion by a
fum of money fent them by Henry, and incited by their
vi€tories obtained in Italy, and by their animofity againft
France, they were preparing to enter that kingdom with
an army of twenty-five thoufand men; and no equal
force could be oppofed to their incurfion. Maximilian
had received an advance of 120,000 crowns from Henry,
and had promifed to reinforce the Swifs with 8000 men,
but failed in his engagements. That he might make
atonement to the king, he himfelf appeared in the Low
Countries, and joined the Englifh army with fome Ger-
man and Flemifh foldiers, who were ufeful in giving an
example of difcipline to Henry’s new levied forces. Ob-
ferving the difpofition of the Englifh monarch to be more
bent on glory than on intereft, he inlifted himfelf in his
fervice, wore the crofs of St. George, and received pay,

m Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. Belcarius, lib, 14,
Vo, IIL F £ a hundred
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C_'' & P 3 hundred crowns a day, as one of his fubje&ts and cap-

b

s tats. Rk while he exhibited this extraordinary fpec-

1513

36th Aug.

Battle of
Guinegate,

tacle, of an emperor of Germany ferving under a king
of England, he was treated with the higheft refpect
by Henry, and really directed all the operations of the
Englith army.

Berore the arrival of Henry and Maximilian in the
camp, the earl of Shrewfbury and lord Herbert had formec
the fiege of Teroiiane, a town fituated on the frontiers
of Picardy; and they began to attack the place with vi-
gour. Teligni and Crequi commanded in the town, and
had a garrifon not exceeding two thoufand men ; yet made
they fuch ftout refiftance as protracted the fiege a month;
and they at laft found themfelves more in danger from
want of provifions and ammunition, than from the affaults
of the befiegers. Having conveyed intelligence of therr
fituation to Lewis, who had advanced to Amiens with
his army, that prince gave orders to throw relief into the
place. Fontrailles appeared at the head of 8oo horfe-
men, each of whom carried a fack of gunpowder behind
him, and two quarters of bacon. With this fmall force
he made a fudden and unexpe&ted irruption into the Eng-
lith camp, and furmounting all refiftance, advanced to
the foflee of the town, where each horfeman threw down
his burden. They immediately returned at the gallop,
and were fo fortunate as again to break through tle
Englith, and to fuffer little or no lofs in this dangerous
attempt ",

But the Englith had, foon after, full revenge for the
infult. Henry had received intelligence of the approach
of the French horfe, who had advanced to proteét anoth:r
incurfion of Fontrailles ; and he ordered fome troops to
pafs the Lis, in order to oppofe them. The cavalry of
France, though they confifted chicfly of gentlemen, who

n Hift, de Chev. Bayard, chap. 57. Memoires de Bellai,
hud
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had behaved with great gallantry in many defperate ations CXTL ;/Auf%
in Italy, were, on f{ight of the enemy, feized with fo un- 9
accountable a panic, that they immediately took to flight, 1513
and were purfued by the Englith, The duke of Lon-

gueville, who commanded the French, Bufli d’Amboifz,
Clermont, Imbercourt, the chevalier Bayard, and many

other officers of diftintion, were made prifonerso. This

altion, or rather rout, is fometimes called the battle of
Guinegate, from the place where it was fought; but

more commonly the Battle of Spurs, becaufe the French,

that day, made more ufe of their fpurs than of their

fwords or military weapons.

AFTER fo confiderable an advantage, the king, who
was at the head of a complete army of above 50,000 men;
might have made incurfions to the gates of Paris, and
fpread confufion and defolation every where. It gave
Lewis great joy, when he heard, that the Englifh, in=
ftead of pufhing their viory, and attacking the difmayed
troops of France, returned to the fiege of fo inconfider=
able a place as Teroiiane,” The governors were obliged
foon after to capitulate ; and Henry found his acquifitiont
of fo little moment, though gained at the expence of
fome blood, and what, in his prefent circumftances, was
more important, of much valuable time, that he immedi-
ately demolithed the fortifications. The anxieties of the
French were again revived with regard to the motions of
the Englith. The Swifs at the fame time had entered
Burgundy with a formidable army, and laid fiege to Di-
jon, which was in no condition to refift them. Ferdinand
himfelf, though he had made a truce with Lewis, feemed
difpofed to lay hold of every advantage which fortune
fhould prefent to him. Scarcely ever was the French
monarchy in greater danger; or lefs in a condition to de=

© Memoires de Bellai, liv, 1, Polydore Virgil, livi 27, Hollingfhed,
pr 822. Herbert,

Ffa fend
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XXVII

g,_...\,_._JﬁdC affailed or threatened it. Even many of the inha-

]5[3-

bitants of Paris, who believed themfelves expofed to the
rapacity and violence of the enemy, began to diflodge,
without knowing what place could afford them greater
{ecurity.

Bur Lewis was extricated from his prefent difficulties
by the manifold blanders of his enemies. The Swifs
allowed themfelves to be feduced into a negociation by
Tremoille, governor of Burgundy ; and without making
enquiry, whether that hobleman had any powers to treat,
they accepted of the conditions which he offered them.
Tremoille, who knew that he fhould be difavowed by
his mafter, ftipulated whatever they were pleafed to de-
mand ; and thought himfelf happy, at the expence of
fome payments, and very large promifes, to get rid of fo

formidable an enemy P,

Tue meafures of Henry fhowed equal ignorance in
the art of war with that of the Swifs in negociation.
Tournay was a great and fich city, which, though
it lay within the frontiers of Flanders, belonged to
France, and afforded the troops of that kingdom a paflage
into the heart of the Netherlands, Maximilian, who
was defirous of freeing his grandfon from fo troublefome
a neighbour, advifed Henry to lay fiege to the place;
and the Englifh monarch, not confidering that fuch an
acquifition nowife advanced his conquefts in France, was
fo imprudent as to follow this interefted counfel, The
city of Tournay, by its ancient charters, being exempt-
ed from the burthen of a garrifon, the burghers, againft
the remonftrance of their fovereign, ftrenuoudly infifted
on maintaining this dangerous privilege ; and they en-
gaged, by themfelves, to make a vigorous defence againft
the enemy 9. Their courage failed them when matters

P Memoires du marefchal de Fleuranges, Bellarius, lib. 14,
9 Memoires de Fleuranges,

came
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came to trial ; and after a few days fiege, the place was
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furrendered to the Englith, The bifhop of Tournay was\—

lately dead ; and as a new bifthop was already eleed by
the chapter, but not inftalled in his office, the king be-
flowed the adminiftration of the fee on his favourite,
Wolfey, and put him in immediate poffeflion of the re-
venues, which were confiderable *. Hearing of the retreat
of the Swifs, and obferving the feafon to be far advanced,
he thought proper to return to England ; and he carried
the greater part of his army with him. Succefs had at-
tended him in every enterprize; and his youthful mind
was much elated with this feeming profperity ; but all
men of judgment, comparing the advantages of his fitua-
tion with his progrefs, his expence with his acquifitions,
were convinced, that this campaign, fo much vaunted,
was, in reality, both ruinous and inglorious to him *.
THE fuccefs, which, during this fummer, had attended
Henry’s arms in the North, was much more decifive.
The king of Scotland had aflembled the whole force
of his kingdom; and having pafled the T'weed with a
brave, though a tumultuary army of above 50,000 men,
he ravaged thofe parts of Northumberland " which lay
neareft that river, and he employed himfelf in taking the
caftles of Norham, Etal, Werke, Ford, and other places
of fmall importance. Lady Ford, being taken prifoner in
her caftle, was prefented to James, and {o gained on the
affeétions of that prince, that he wafted in pleafure the
critical time, which, during the abfence of his enemy, he
fhould have employed in pufhing his conquefts. His
troops, lying in a barren country, where they foon con-
fumed all the provifions, began to be pinched with hun-
ger; and as the autherity of the prince was feeble, and
military difcipline, during that age, extremely relaxed,
many of them had ftolen from the camp, and retired

v Strype’s Memorials, vol.i. p. s, 6. s Guicciardini,
Ffiy homewards.
N
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XXVIL,

‘o lecled a force of 26,000 men, of which sooo had been

1515,

glh Sept.

Battle of
¥louden.

fent over from the king’s army in France, marched to the
defence of the country, and approached the Scots, who
lay on fome high ground near the hills of Cheviot. The
river Till ran between the armies, and prevented an en-
gagement : Surrey therefore fent 2 herald to the Scottifh
camp, challenging the ecnemy to defcend into the plain of
Milfield, which lay towards the fouth; and there, ap-
pointing a day for the combat, to try their valour on
equal ground. As he received no fatisfactory anfwer, he
made a feint of marching towards Berwick ; as if hein-
tended to enter Scotland, to lay wafte the borders, and cut
off the provifions of the enemy. The Scottith army, in
order to prevent his purpofe, put themfelves in motion j
and having fet fire to the huts in which they had quar-
tered, they defcended from the hills, Surrey, taking
advantage of the fmoke, which was blown towards
bhim, and which concealed bis movements, paffed the
Till with his artillery and vanguard at the bridge of
Twifel, and fent the reft of his army to fegk a ford higher
up the riyer,

AN engagement was now become inevitable, and both
fides prepared far it with tranquillity and ordert. The
Englifh divided their army into two lines : Lord Howard
led the main body of the firft line, Sir Edmond Howard
the right wing, Sir Marmaduke Conftable the left. The
earl of Surrey himfelf commanded the main body of the
fecond line, lord Dacres the right wing, Sir Edward
Stanley the left. The front of the Scots prefented three
divifions to the enemy : The middle was led by the king
himfelf: The right by the earl of Huntley, affifted by
lord Hume : The left by the earls of Lenox and Argyle,

t Buchanan, lib. 13. Drummond. Herbert. Polydore Virgil, 1ib. 27,
Stowe, p. 493. Paulug Jovius,

A fourth
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A fourth divifion under the earl of Bothwel made a bedy CXzVA“P'

of referve. Huntley began the battle ; and after a fharp  —
confli&, put to flight the left wing of the Englith, and *5'%
chaced them off the field: But on returning from the
purfuit, he found the whole Scottith army in great dif-
order.  The divifion under Lenox and Argyle, elated
with the fuccefs of the other wing, had broken their
ranks, and notwithftanding the remonftrances and en-
treaties of La Motte, the French ambaflador, had ruthed
headlong upon the enemy. Not only Sir Edmond How-
ard, at the head of his divifion, received them with great
valour ; but Dacres, who commanded in the fecond line,
wheeling about during the action, fell upon their rear,
and put them to the fword without refiftance. The di-
vifion under James and that under Bothwel, animated by
the valour of their leaders, ftill made head againfts the
Englifh, and throwing themfelves into a circle, protracted
the a&ion, till night feparated the combatants. The
victory feemed yet undecided, and the numbers that fell
on each fide, were nearly equal, amounting to above
5000 men: But the morning difcovered where the
advantage lay. The Englifh had loft only perfons of
fmall note; but the flower of the Scottith nobility had
fallen in battle, and their king himfelf, after the moft
diligent enquiry, could no where be found. In fearching
the field, the Englifh met with a dead body, which re-
fembled him, and was arrayed in a fimilar habit; and
they put it in 2 leaden coffin, and fent-it to London.
During fome time it was kept unburied ; becaufe James
died under fentence of excommunication, on account of
his confederacy with France, and his oppofition to the
holy fee® : But upon Henry’s application, who pretended
that this prince had, in the inftant before his death, dif-
covered figns of repentance, abfolution was given him,

u Buchanan, lib, 3. Herbert,

Ffg and
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CH A P.and his body was interred. The Scots, however, flill
XXVIL . :

o — alltrted, that it was not James’s body, which was found
1513-  on the field of battle, but that of one Elphinfton, who
had been arrayed in arms refembling their king’s, in order
to divide the attention of the Englifh, and fhare the dan-
ger with his mafter. 1t was believed that James had been
feen, croffing the Tweed at Kelfo; and fome imagined
that he had been killed by the vaflals of lord Hume,
whom that nobleman had inftigated to commit fo enor-
mous a crime. But the populace entertained the opinion
that he was flill alive, and having fecretly gone in pil-
grimage to the holy land, would foon return, and take
pofieflion of the throne. This fond conceit was long en=

tertained among the Scots,

THE king of Scotland and moft of his chief nobles
being flain in the field of Flouden, fo this battle was
called, an inviting opportunity was offered to Henry of
gaining advantages over that kingdom, perhaps of re-
ducing it to fubjection, But he difcovered on this occa-
fion a mind truly great and generous. When the queen
of Scotland, Margaret, who was created regent during
the infancy of her fon, applied for peace, he readily
granted it ; and took compaflion of the helplefs condi-
tion of his fifter and nephew. The earl of Surrey, who

¥574-  had gained him fo great a vi€tory, was reftored to the title
of duke of Norfolk, which had been forfeited by his fa-
ther, for engaging on the fide of Richard III. Lord How-
ard was honoured with the title of earl of Surrey. Sir
Charles Brandon the king’s favourite, whom he had be-
fare created vifcount Lifle, was now raifed to the dignity
of duke of Suffolk. Wolfey, who was both his favour-
ite and his minifter, was created bithop of Lincoln. Lord
Herbert obtained the title of earl of Worcefter, Sir Ed-
ward Stanley, that of lord Monteagle,

THOUGH

)
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THOUGH peace with Scotland gave Henry fecurity on CHAP,
that fide, and enabled him to profecute in tranquillity . abdos
his enterprize againft France, fome other incidents had 1514
happened, which more than courterbalanced this fortu-
nate event, and ferved to open his eyes with regard to the
rafhnefs of an undertaking,- into which his youth and

high fortune had betrayed him.

Lewis, fully fenfible of the dangerous fituation, to
which his kingdom had been reduced during the former
campaign, was refolved, by every expedient, to prevent
the return of like perils, and to break the confederacy of
his enemies. The pope was nowife difpofed to pufh the
French to extremity ; and provided they did not return to
take pofleflion of Milan, his interefts rather led him to
preferve the balance among the contending parties, He
accepted, therefore, of Lewis’s offer to renounce the coun-
cil of Lyons; and he took off the excommunication,
which his predeceflor and himfelf had fulminated againft
that king and his kingdom. Ferdinand was now faft de-
clining in years; and as he entertained no farther ambi-
tion than that of keeping pofleflion of Navarre, which he
had fubdued by his arms and policy, he readily hearkened
to the propofals of Lewis for prolonging the truce ano-
ther year; and he even fhowed an inclination of forming
a more intimate connexion with that monarch., Lewis
had dropped hints of his intention to marry his fecond
daughter, Renée, either to Charles, prince of Spain, or
his brother, Ferdinand, both of them grandfons of the
Spanifh monarch ; and he declared his refolution of be-
ftowing on her, as her portion, his claim to the dutchy
of Milan. Ferdinand not only embraced thefe propofals
‘with joy ; but alfo engaged the emperor, Maximilian, in
the fame views, and procured his acceflion to a treaty,
which opened fo inviting a profpect of aggrandizing their
common grandchildren,

WHEN
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WaEN Henry was informed of Ferdinand’s renewal of

. (the truce with Lewis, he fell into a violent rage, and

)

loudly complained, that his father-in-law had firft, by
high promifcs and profeflions, engaged him in enmity
with France, and afterwards, without giving him the
leaft warning, had now again facrificed his interefts to
his own felfith purpofes, and had left him expofed alone
to all the danger and expence of the war. In propor-
tion to his eafy credulity and his unfufpecting reliance on
Ferdinand was the vehemence with which he exclaimed
againft the treatment which he met with ; and he threat~
ened revenge for this egregious treachery and breach of
faith v, But he loft all patience when informed of the
other negociation, by which Maximilian was alfo feduced
from his alliance, and in which propofals had been
agreed to, for the marriage of the prince of Spain with
the daughter of France. Charles, during the lifetime of
the late king, had been affianced to Mary, Henry’s younger
fifter ; and as the prince now approached the age of pu-
berty, the king had expected the immediate completion of
the marriage, and the honourable fettlement of a fifter,
for whom he had entertained a tender affetion. Such a
complication, therefore, of injuries gave him the higheft
difpleafure, and infpired him with a defire of exprefling
his difdain towards thofe who had impofed on his
youth and inexperience, and had abufed his too great
facility. :
THE duke of Longueville, who had been made pri-
foner at the battle of Guinegate, and who was fill
detained in England, was ready to take advantage of all
thefe difpofitions of Henry, in order to procure a peace
and even an alliance, which he knew to be paflionately
defired by his mafter. He reprefented to the king, that
Anne, queen of France, being lately dead, a door was

¥ Petrus de Angleria Epift, 545, 546.
thereby.
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thereby opened for an affinity, which might tend to the € Sév?xp
advantage of both kingdoms, and which would ferve to
terminate honourably all the differences between them: 1514
That fhe had left Lewis no male children ; and as he had

ever entertained a ftrong defire of having heirs to the

crown, no marriage feemed more fuitable to him than

that with the princefs of England, whofe youth and

beauty afforded the moft flattering hopes in that particu-

ar: That though the marriage of a princefs of fixteen,

with a king of fifty-three, might feem unfuitable ; yet

the other advantages, attending the alliance, were more

than a fufficient compenfation for this inequality : And

that Henry, in loofening his connexions with Spain, from

which he had never reaped any advantage, would con-

tra& a clofe affinity with Lewis, a prince, who, through

his whole life, had invariably maintained the charaéter of

probity and honour.

As Henry feemed to hearken to this difcourfe with
willing ears, Longueville informed his mafter of the pro-
bability, which he difcovered, of bringing the matter to
a happy conclufion ; and he received full powers for ne-
gociating the treaty. The articles were eafily adjufted
between the monarchs. Lewis agreed that Tournay Peace with
fhould remain in the hands of the Englith ; that Richard 7:?;:3““_
de Ia Pole thould be banifhed to Metz, there to live on a
penfion afigned him by Lewis ; that Henry fhould re-
ceive payment of a million of crowns, being the arrears
due by treaty to his father and himfelf; and that the prin-
cefs Mary fhould bring four hundred thoufand crowns as
her portion, and enjoy as large a jointure as any queen
of France, even the former, who was heirefs of Britanny.

The two princes alfo agreed on the fuccours, with which
they fhould mutually fupply each other, in cale either of
them were attacked by an enemy *

x Du Tillet,
In
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In confequence of this treaty, Mary was fent over to

«— France with a fplendid retinue, and Lewis met her at

1534
&

oth Octob,

I515.
it Jan,

Abbeville, where the efpoufals were celebrated. He was
enchanted with the beauty, grace, and numerous accom-
plithments of the young princefs ; and being naturally of
an amorous difpofition, which his advanced age had not
entirely cooled, he was feduced into fuch a courfe of gaiety
and pleafure, as proved very unfuitable to his declining
ftate of healthv. He died in lefs than three months after
the marriage, to the extreme regret of the French nation,
who, fenfible of his tender concern for their welfare,
gave him with one voice the honourable appellation of
father of his people.

Francis, duke of Angouleme, a youth of one and
twenty, who had married Lewis’s elder daughter, fuc-
ceeded him on the throne; and by his aétivity, valour,
generofity, and other virtues, gave prognoftics of a happy
and glorious reign. This young monarch had been
extremely ftruck with the charms of the Englifh prin-
cefs; and even during his predeceflor’s life-time, had
payed her fuch affiduous court, as made fome of his
friends apprehend, that he had entertained views of gal-
lantry towards her. But being warned, that, by indulging
this paffion, he might probably exclude himfelf from the
throne, he forbore all farther addrefles ; and even watched
the young dowager with a very careful eye during the fisft
months of her widowhood. Charles Brandon, duke of
Suffolk, was at that time in the court of France, the
moft comely perfonage of his time, and the moft accom-
plithed in all the exercifes, which were then thought to
befit a courtier and a foldier. He was Henry’s chief fa-
vourite; and that monarch had even once entertained
thoughts of marrying him to his fifter, and had given in-
dulgence to the mutual paflion, which took place be-

y Brantome Eloge de Lovis X1I.
4 tween
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tween them. The queen afked Suffolk, whether he hadC H A P,
now the courage, without farther refle&tion, to efpoufe ﬁ‘iL
her ; and fhe told him, that her brother would more ea- 1515,
fily forgive him for not afking his confent, than for aé-

ing contrary to his orders. Suffolk declined not fo in-

viting an offer ; and their nuptials were fecretly celebrated

at Paris. Francis, who was pleafed with this marriage,

as it prevented Henry from forming any powerful alliance

by means of his fifter 2, interpofed his good offices in ap~

peafing him: And even Wolfey, having entertained no
jealoufy of Suffolk, who was content to participate in

the king’s pleafures, and had no ambition to engage in

public bufinefs, was active in reconciling the king to his

fifter and brother-in-law ; and he obtained them permif=

fion to return to England.

2 Petrus de Angleria, Epift. 544,
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NOTE [A], p. 4.

N the fifth year of the king, the commons complained of be

government about the king’s perfon, bis court, the exceffwe
number of bis fervants, of the abufes in the Chancery, Kin's
Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, and of grievous oppreffions in
the couniry, by the great multitudes of maintainers of quarrés,
{men linked in confederacies together) awho behaved themfelaes
like kings in the country, fo as there was wery little law or righ,
and of other things awhich they faid avere the caufe of the lte
commotions under Wat Tyler. Parl. Hift, vol. i. p. 365. Tiis
irregular government, which no king and no houfe of con-
mons had been able to remedy, was the fource of the lica-
tioufnefs of the great, and turbulency of the people, as w:ll
as tyranny of the princes. If fubjets would enjoy libery,
and kings fecurity, the laws muft be execated.

In the ninth of this reign, the commons alfo difcovered in
accuracy and a jealoufy of liberty, which we fhould little e-
pe& in thofe rude times. ¢* It was agreed by parliameny”
fays Cotton, p. 309, *‘ that the fubfidy of wools, wool fels,
¢ and fkins, granted to the king until the time of Midfumner
¢ then enfuing, fhould ceafe from the fame time unto the faft
s of St. Peter ad wincula; for that thereby the king fhould be
s« interrupted for claiming fuch grant as due.” See alfo Cit-
ton, p. 198.

NOTE [B], p. 16.
NYGHTON, p.2715, &c. The fame author, p. 26/,
I tells us, that the king, in return to the meflage, fad,
that he would not for their defire remove the meaneft fcullon
frrm

‘ 3
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from his kitchen. This author alfo tells us, that the king
faid to the commiflioners, when they harangued him, that he
faw his fubje@s were rebellious, and his beft way would be
to call in the king of France to his aid. Butit is plain, that
all thefe fpeeches were either intended by Knyghton merely as
an ornament to his hiftory, or are falfe. For (1) when the
five lords accufe the king’s minifters in the next parliament,
and impute to them every rafh acion of the king, they {peak
nothing of thefe replies which are fo obnoxious, were fo re-
cent, and are pretended to have been {o public. (2) The
king, fo far from having any connexions at that time with
France, was threatened with a dangerous invafion from that
kingdom. This ftory feems to have been taken from the re-
proaches afterwards thrown out againft him, and to have been
transferred by the hiftorian to this time, to which they cannot
be applied.

NOTE [C], p. 21.

‘WE muft except the 12th article, which accufes Brembre
of having cut off the heads of twenty-two prifoners,
confined for felony or debt, without warrant or procefs of
law : But as it is not conceivable what intereft Brembre could
have to treat thefe felons and debtors in {uch a manner, we
may prefume that the falt is either falfe or mifreprefented.
It was in thefe mens power to fay any thing againft the perfons
accufed : No defence or apology was admitted : All was law=
lefs will and pleafure.

They are alfo accufed of defigns to murder the lords : but
thefe accufations either are general, or defiroy one another.
Sometimes, as in article 15th, they intend to murder them
by means of the mayor and city of London: Sometimes, as
in article 28th, by trial and falfe inquefts : Sometimes, as in
article 28th, by means of the king of France, who was to re-
ceive Calais for his pains.

NOTE [D], p. 23.

N general, the parliament in thofe days never paid a pro-
per regard to Edward’s ftatute of treafons, though one of
the moft advantageous laws for the fubje& that has ever been
: enalteds
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enafted. Inthe 17th of the king, zhe dukes of Lancafter and
Glocefler complain to Richard, that Sir Thomas Talbot, with
others of his adberents, confpired the death of the Jaid dukes in
divers parts of Chefbire, as the fame was confeffed and awell
known 5 and praying that the parliament may judge of the fault.
Whereupon the king and the lords in the parliament judged the
Jame falt to be open and high treafon : And hereupon they award
twwo writs, the one to the fheriff of York, and the other to the fhe-
7i(fs of Derby, to take the body of the faid Sir Thomas returnable
in the King’s bench in the month of Eafler then enfuing. And
open proclamation was made in Weftminfler-hall, that upon the
ﬁ)z’rfﬂ".r return, and at the next coming in of the faid Sir Tho-
mas, the faid Thomas [bould be convidted of treafon, and incur
the lofs and pain of the fame : And all fuch as fhould receive him
after the proclamation fbould incur the fame lofs and pain. Cot-
ton, p. 354. It is to be obferved, that this extraordinary
judgment was pafled in a time of tranquillity. Though the
ftatute itfelf of Edward ILI. referves a power to the parlia-
ment to declare any new {pecies of treafon, it is not to be
fuppofed that this power was referved to the houfe of lords
alone, or that men were to be judged by a law ex pof fudzs.
At leaft, if fuch be the meaning of the claufe ; it may be
afirmed, that men were at that time very ignorant of the firft
principles of law and juftice.

NOTE [E],vp. 30.

I N the preceding parliamenty; the commons had fhewn a difa

pofition very complaifant to the king ; yet there happened
an incident in their proceedings, which is curious, and fhews
us the ftate of the houfe during that period. The members
were either country gentlemen, or merchants, who were af-
fembled for a few days, and were entirely unacquainted with
bufinefs ; fo that it was eafy to lead them aftray, and draw
them into votes and refolutions very different from their
intention. ‘Some petitions, concerning the ftate of the na-
tion, were voted ; in which, among other things, the houfe
recommended frugality to the king, and for that purpofe, de-
fired, that the court fhould not be fo much t‘reqw:x}ted_as
formerly by bifbops and Jadies. Theking was difpleafed with

Yor... II. Gg this
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this freedom : The commons very humbly craved pardon :
He was not fatisfied unlefs they would name the mover of
the petitions. It happened to be one Haxey, whom the
parliament, in order to make atonement, condemned for this
offence to die the death of a traitor. But the king, at the
defire of the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the prelates,
pardoned him. When a parliament in thofe times, not
agitated by any fadion, and being at entire freedom, could
be guilty of fuch monftrous extravagance, it is eafy to judge
what might be expected from them in more trying fituations.
See Cotton’s Abridg. p. 361, 362.

NOTE [F], p: 43

T O. fhow how little credit is to be given to this charge

againft Richard, we may obferve, that a law in the
13 Edw. IIL. had been enated againft the continuance of fhe-
riffs for more than one year : But the inconvenience of changes
having afterwards appeared from experience, the commons in
the twentieth of this king, applied by petition that the fheriffs
might be continued ; though that petition had not been en-
ated into a ftatute, by reafon of other difagreeable circum-
ftances, which attended it. Sce Cotton, p. 361. It was
certainly a very moderate exercife of the difpenfing power in
the king to continue the fheriffs, after he found that that
praftice would be acceptable to his fubjefts, and had been
applied for by one houfe of parliament : Yet is this made an
article of charge againft him by ghe prefent parliament. See
art. 18. Walfingham, fpeaking of a period early in Richard’s
minority, fays, But awhat do adls of parliament fignify, awben,
afier they are made, they take no effect ; fince the king, by the ad-
wice of the privy council, takes upon bim to altery or wholly fet
afide, all thofe things, which by general confent had been ordained
in parliament ? 1f Richard, therefore, exercifed the difpenfing
power, he was warranted by the examples of his uncles
and grandfather, and indeed of all his predeceflors from
the time of Henry 111, inclufive.

o a0
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NOTE [G], p. 52.

HE following paffage in Cotton’s Abridgment, p. 1c

fhows a ftrange prejudice againtt the church and church

men.

making their proteflation, [hewed, that for awant of good redrefs
about the king’s perfon in his houfehold, in all bis courts, touching
maintainers in every county, and purwveyors, the commons wwere
daily pilled, and nothing defended againft the encmy, and that it
Jbould fhortly deprive the king and undo the ffate. Wherefore in
the fame government, they entirely require redrefs. Whercupon
the king appointed fundry bifbops, lords and nobles, to fit in privy-
council” about thefe maiters : Who fince that they muft begin at
the head, and go at the wr;m/t‘ of the commons, they in the prejence
of the king charged his confeffor not to come into the court but
upon the four principal feftivals. We fhould little expeét that
a-popifh privy-council, in erder to preferve the king’s morals,
fhould order his confeffor to be kept at a diftance from him.
"This incident happened in the minority of Richard. As the
popes had for a long time refided at Avignon, and the majo-
rity of the f{acred college were Frenchmen, this circumftance
naturally encreafed the averfion of the nation to the papal
power : But the prejudice againit the Englith clergy cannot be
accounted for from that caufe.
NOTE [H], p. 223

HAT we may judge how arbitrary a court, that of the

conftable of England was, we may perufe the patent
granted to the earl of Riversin this reign, as it is to be found
in Spellman’s Gloffary in verb. Conffabularius ; as alfo, 'more
fully in Rymier, vol. xi. p.'581. Here is a claufe of it: Ef
alterius de uberiori gratia noffra eidem comiti de Rivers plenam
poteftatem damus ad cognofcendum, & procedendum, in omnibus,

& fingulis, caufis et negotiis, de'et Super crimine lefee majefs

Juper occaffone caterifgue caufis, 71/'[7:/ feunque per [‘))xffu;lﬁf.’ comi-

tem de Riwers, ut conffabularinm A 1glice

que incuria ¢

bularii Anglie ab antiquo, Viz. tempore dicti domini (J/uzc.)z.z
congueftoris fen aliquo tempore citra trallari, audivi, cxammmzf
aut decidi confueverant, aut jure debuerant, aut debent, canfa/-
que et ﬂfg"fm p;:cd,.m cum omnibus ct‘/moz,‘za eme )gm!:ﬁz/: 77

Gg 2 cidentibns

The conimons afterwards coming into the parliament, and
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cidentibus &5 connexis, audiendum, examinandum, et fine debito
terminandum, etiam {fummarie etde plano, fine ftrepitu et figu-
ra juftitiz, fola faéti veritate infpeta, ac etiam manu regia,
Ji opportunum wifum fuerit eidem comiti de Rivers, wvices noftras,
appellatione remota. 'The office of conftable was perpetual in
the monarchy ; its jurifdiction was not limited to times of
war, as appears from this patent, and as welearn from Spell-
man : Yet its authority was in diret contradi@tion to Magna
Charta; and it is evident, that no regular liberty could fubfift
with it. It involved a full di&atorial power, continually
fubfifting in the flate. The only check on the crown, befides
the want of force to {fupport all its prerogatives, was, thag
the office of conftable was commonly either hereditary or
during life ; and the perfon invefted with it, was, for that
reafon, not {o proper an inftrument of arbitrary power in the
king. Accordingly the office was fupprefled by Henry VIIL
the moft arbitrary of all the Englifh princes. The pradtice,
however, of exercifing martial law, flill fubfifted ; and was
not abolifhed till the petition of Right under Charles I. This
was the epoch of true liberty, confirmed by the Reftoration,
and enlarged and fecured by the Revolution.

NOTE [1I], p. 234

W E fhall give an inftance : Almoftall the hiftorians, even
Comines, and the continuator of the annals of Croy-

land, affert that Edward was about this time taken prifoner by
Clarence and Warwic, and was committed to the cuftody of
the archbifhop of York, brother to the earl ; but being allow-
ed to take the diverfion of hunting by this prelate, he made
his efcape, and afterwards chaced the rebels out of the king-
dom. But that all the ftory is falfe appears from Rymer,
where we find, thatthe king, throughout all this period, con-
tinually exercifed his authority, and never was interrupted
in his government. On the 7th of March 1470, he gives a
commiflion of array to Clarence, whom he then imagined a
good fubjeét ; and on the 23d of the fame month, we find him
ifluing an order for apprehending him. Befides, in the king’s
manifefto againft the duke and earl, (Clauf. 10 Edward IV.
m, 7,-8.)
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m. 7, 8.) where he enumerates all their treafons, he mentions
no fuch faét: He does not fo much as accufe them of exciting
young Welles’s rebellion : He only fays, that*they exhorted
him to continue in his rebellion. We may judge how fmaller
fatts will be mifreprefented by hiftorians, who can in the

moft material tranfa

&ions milftake fo grofsly. There may
even fome doubt arife with regard to the propofal of mar-
riage made to Bona of Savoy ; though almoft all the hiftorians
concur in it, and the fatt be very likely in itfelf: For there
are no traces in Rymer of any fuch embafly of Warwic’s to
France. 'The chief certainty in this and the preceding reign
arifes either from public records, or from the notice taken of
ertain paflages by the French hiftorians. ~ On the contrary,
for fome centuries after the conqueft, the French hiflory is
not complete without the afliftance of Englith authors. We
may conjetture, that the reafon of the fcarcity of hiftorians
during this period, was the deftruion of the convents, which
enfued fo foon after : Copies of the more recent hiftorians not
being yet fufliciently difperfed, thefe hiftories have perifhed.

NOTE [K], p. 274.

IR Thomas More, who has been followed, or rather tran-

fcribed, by all the hiftorians of this fhort reign, fays,
that Jane Shore had fallen into connexions with lord Haftings ;
and this account agrees beft with the courfe of the events:
But in a proclamation of Richard’s, to be found in Rymer,
vol. xii. p. 204, the marquis of Dorfet is reproached with
thefe connexions. This reproach, however, might have been
invented by Richard, or founded only on popular rumour ;
and is not fufiicient to overbalance the authority of Sir Tho-
mas More. The proclan

ation is remarkable for the hvp:r

critical purity of manners affeted by Richard : This blocdy
and treacherous tyrant upbraids the marquis and others, with
their gallantries and intrigues as the moft terrible enormities

NOTE [L], p. 207.

F V E R Y one that has perufed the ancient monkith writers,
~ knows, that, however barbarous their own ftyle, they are

full of allufions to the Latin claflics; efpecially the poets.
Ggs ‘There
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There {cems alfo in thofe middle ages to have remained many
anck*.m books, that are now loft. Malmefbury, who flourifh-

» of Henry I. and king Stephen, quotes Livy’s

deitription of Czfar’s paflage over the Rubicon. Fitz-Ste-
phen, who lived in the reign of Henry II. alludes to a paflage
in the larger hiftory of Salluft In the colle&tion of letters,
which paffes under the name of Thomas a Becket, we fee how
familiar all the ancient hiftory and ancient books were to the

more ingenious and more'dignified churchmen of that time, and

confequently how much that order of men muft have furpaffed
all the other members of the fociety. That prelate and his
friends call each other Philofophers in all the courfe of their
correfpondence, and confider the reft of the world as fimk
in total ignorance and barbarifm.

NOTE [M], p. 383
TOWE, Ba

Some late

Speed, Biondi, Hellingthed, Bacon.
ilarly Mir. Carte, have doubted
whether Pc*Lm vere an impoftor, and have even aflerted him
to be the true Plantagenet. But to refute this opinion, we
need only refleét on the following particulars: (1) Though
in ge-

neral involved in great obfeurity, yet is there a moft luminous

the Cirrmn:"t‘.ancm of the wars between the two rofes be

ray thrown on all the tranfa®ions, during the ufurpation of
Richard, and the murder of the two young princes, by the
narrative of Sir Thomas More, whofe fingular magnanimity,
probity, and judgment, make him an evidence beyond all ex-

ception! No hiftorian, either of ancient or modern times,

can poflibly have more weight : He may alfo be juftly efteem-
ed a contemporary with regard to t

he ‘murder of the two
princes : For though he was but five years of age when that
event happened, he lived and was educated among the chief
attors during the period of Richard: And it is plain, from
his narrative itfelf, which is often extremely circumftantial,

that he had the particulars from the eye-witnefies them{elves:
His authority, therefore, isirrefiftible ; and fufficient to over-
balance a hundred little"doubts and fcruples and obje&ions.
For in reality, his narrative is lizble to no folid objeéion,
nog
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nor is there any miftake detefted in it e fays indeed,
that the proteftor’s partizans, particularly Dr. Shaw, {pread
abrcad rumours of Edward IV.’s pre-contract with Eliza-
beth Lucy ; whereas it now appears from record, that the
parliament afterwards declared the king’s children illegiti-
mate, on pretence of his pre-contrat with lady Eleanor Tal-
bot.” But it muft be remarked, that neither of thefe pre-
contra&s was ever fo much as attempted to be proved: And

why might not the protetor’s flatterers and partizans have

made ufe {fometimes of one falfe rumour, fometimes of ano-
ther ? Sir Thomas More mentions the one rumour as well as
the other, and treats them both lightly, as they deferved.
It is alfo thought incredible by Mr. Carte, that Dr. Shaw
fhould have

1 encoure

his mother, the dutchefs of York, with whom that prince

by Richard to calumniate openly

lived in good terms. But if there be any difficulty in this

fuppofition, we need only {fuppofe, that Dr. Shaw might have

concerted in general his fermon with the proteétor or his
minifters, and yet have chofen himfelf the p wrticular topics,

and chofen them very foo

This appears indeed to have
been the cafe by the difgrace, into which he fell afterwards,
and by the proteftor’s neglet of him. (2) If Sir Thomas’s
quality of contemporary be difputed with regard to the duke
of Glocefter’s protettorate, it cannot poflibly be difputed
with regard to Perkin’s impofture : He was then a man, and
had a full opportunity of knowing and examining and judg-
ing of the truth. In afferting that the duke of York was
murdered by his uncle, he certainly afferts, in the moft exprefs
terms, that Perkin, who perfonated him, was an impoftor,
(3) There is another great genius who has carefully treated
this point of hiftory ; fo great a genius as to be efteemed with
'Iuitic.c one of the chief ornaments of the nation, and indeed
one of the moft {ublime writers that any age or nation has
produced. It is lord Bacon I mean, who has related at full
length, and without the leaft doubt or hefitation, all the im-
poftures of Perkin Warbeck. If it be objeted, that lord
Bacon was no contemporary, and that we have the fame ma-
terials, as he, upon which to form our judgment ; it muit be

G g4 remarked,

=
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remarked, that lord Bacon plainly compofed his elaborate
and exa hiftory from many records and papers which are
now loft, and that confequently, he is always to be cited as
an onguml hiftorian. It were very firange. if Mr. Carte’s
opinion were juft, that, among all the papers, which lord
Bacon perufed, he never found any reafon to fufpeé Perkin
to be the true Plantagenet. There was at that time no intereft
in defaming Richard III. Bacon befides is a very unbiafled
hiftorian, nowife partial to Henry: We know the detail of
that prince’s oppreflive government from him alone. It may
only be thought, that, in fumming up his charaéter, he has
laid the colours of blame more faintly than the very fads,
he mentions, feem to require. Let me remark in pafling,

as a fingularity, how much Englifh hiftory has been beholden

who h:

re pofleffed the higheft dignity in
endon, and Whitlocke. (4) But
fo much fought after, there may

to four great men

tho law, More, Bacon, Cl:
f contemporary evidence be

nie

a

in this cafe be produced the ftrongeft and moft undeniable in
the world. The queen-dowager, her fon the marquis of
‘Ofn-ﬁ:t, a man of excellent underftanding, Sir Edward Wood
}er brother, Sir Thomas St. I cMr, who had marrlcd
' il - Robert Willoughby,

s Daubeney, Sir Thomas Arundel, the Courtneys, the

‘Sir (}1 e
Cheyneys, the Talbots, the Stanleys, and in a word, all the
i of the houfe of York, that is, the men of chief

in the nation ; all thefe great perfons were fo aflured

of the murder of the two princes, that they applied to the

ear] of Richmond, the mortal enemy of their party and fa-
mily ; they projefted to fet him on the throne, which muft
) )

, if the princes were alive ; and

have been utter ruin to t}
they ﬂ'ipukatcd to marry him to the prfn:efs Elizabeth, as
heir to the crown, who in that cafe was no heir at all. Had
each of thofe perfons written the memoirs of his own times,
would he not have faid, that Richard murdered his nephews ?
Or would their pen be a better declaration, than their a&ions,
of their real {fentiments? {5) But we have another contem-
porary authority ftill better than even thefe great perfons, fo
much interefted: to know the truth : Itis that of Richard him-

felf s
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felf : He projected to marry his niece, a very unufual alliance
in England, in order to unite her title with his own. He
knew therefore her title to be good : For as to the declaration
f her illegitimacy, as it went upon no proof, or even pretence
of proof, it was always regarded with the utmoft contempt
by the nation, and was confidered as one of thofe parlia.
mentary tranfaétions, fo frequent in that period, which were
fcandalous in themfelves, and had no manner of authority.
It was even fo much defpifed as not to be reverfed by par-
liament, after Henry and Elizabeth were on the throne.
(6) We have alfo, as contemporary evidence, the univerfal
eftablithed opinion of the age, both abroad and at home.
This point was regarded as {o uncontroverted, that when
Richard notified his acceflion to the court of France, that
court was ftruck with horror at his abominable parricide, in

murdering both his nephews, as Philip de Comines tells us 5
and this fentiment went to fuch an unufual height, that, as
we learn from the fame author, the court would not make the
leaft reply to him. (7) The fame reafons, which convinced
that age of the parricide, ftill fubfift, and ought to carry the
moft undoubted evidence tous ; namely, the very circumftance

of the fudden difappearance of the princes from the Tower,

and their appearance no where elfe. Every one faid, #4ey
hawe not ¢fcaped from their uncle, for he makes no fearch after
them : He has not conveyed them elfewwbere: For it is his bufinefs
to declare [o, in order to remove the imputation of murder from
bimfelf. He never would needle sly fubject himfelf to the infamy
and danger of being effcemed a parricide, without acquiring the

Jecarity attending that crime. They avere in his cuffody : He is

anfwerable for them : If be gives no account of themy as be has

a plain intereft in their death, he muft, by every rule of common
Jenfe, be regarded as the murderer. His flagrant ufurpation, as

us and cruel aftions, makes no better be

avell as his other treache
expelted from him. He could not fay awith Cain, that be was not
bis nepheav’s kecper. 'This reafoning, which was irrefragable
at the very firft, became every day ftronger, from Richard’s
continucdfﬁlcnce, and the general and total ignorance of the
place of thefe princes’ abode. Richard’s reign lafted about
two years beyond this period ; and furely, he could not have

: found
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found a better expedient for difappointing the ear! of Rich-
mond’s projeits, as well as juftifying his own charater, than
the producing of his nephews. (8) If it were neceffary,
amidft this blaze of evidence, to produce proofs, which, in
any other cafe, would have been regarded as confiderable, and
would have carried great validity with them, I might mention
Dighton and Tyrrel’s account of the murder. Thislaft gen-
tleman efpecially was not likely to fubject himfelf to the re-
proach of fo great a crime, by an impofture, which, it ap-
pears, did not acquire him the favour of Henry. (9) The
duke of York, being a boy of nine years of age, could not
have made his efcape without the affiftance of fome elder per-
fons. Would it not have been their chief concern inftantly to
convey intelligence of fo great an event to his mother, the
queen-dowager, to his aunt, the dutchefs of Burgundy, and
to the other friends of the family. The dutchefs protetted
Simnel ; a projed, which, had it been fuccefsful, muft have
ended in the crowning of Warwic, and the exclufion of the
duke of York ! This, among many other proofs, evinces tha
fhe was ignorant of the efcape of that prince, which is impof-
fible, had it been real. (10) The total filence with regard to
the perfons who aided him in his efcape, as alfo with regard
to the place of his abode during more than eight years, isa
fufficient proof of the impofture. (11) Perkin’s own account
of his efcape is incredible and abfurd. He faid, that mur-
derers were employed by his uncle to kill him'and his brother:
They perpetrated the crime againft his brother; but took
compaflion on him, and allowed him to efcape. This account
is contained in all the hiftorians of that age. (rz) Perkin
himfelf made a full confeffion of his impofture no lefs than
three times ; once when he furrendered himfelf prifoner, afe-
cond time when he was fet in the ftocks at Cheapfide and
Weftminfter, and a third time, which carries undoubted evi-
dence, at the foot of the gibbet, on which he was hanged.
Not the leaft furmife thatthe confeflion had ever been procur-
ed by tortare: And furely, the laft time he had nothing far-
ther to fear. (r3) Had not Henry been aflured, that Perkin
was a ridiculous impoftor, difavowed by the whole nation, he
never would have allowed him to live an hour after he came

3 into
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\nro his power; much lefs, would the ‘have twice pardoned
His treatment of the innocent earl of Warwic, whoin

 had no title to the crown, is afufficient confirmation

% 1

reafoning. (14) We know with certainty whence

the whole impofture came, namely, from the intrigues of the

dutchefs of Burgundy : She had before wledged and fup-

ported Lambert Simnel, an avowed imp It is remark-

able, that Mr. Caste, in order to preferve the weight of the

dutchefs’s teftimony in favour of Perkin, fupprefles em—in-ly
this material fa& : A ftrong effe@ of party prejudices, and this
author’s defire of 1
tle

} ?qg Henry VIi. whofe hereditary
title to the crown was defeltive. (15) There never was, at
that time, any evidence or fhadow of evidence produced, of
Perkin’s identity with RIL ward Plantagenet. Richard had dif-
appeared when near nine years of age, and Perkin did not
appear till he was a man. Could any one, from his afpeé,
pretend then to be fure of the identity? He had got fome
ftories concerning Richard’s childhood, and the court of Eng-
land : But all that it was neceflary for a boy of nine to rrmmk
or remember was eafily fuggefted to him by the dutchefs of
Burgundy, or Frion, Henry’s fecretary, or by any body that

had ever lived at court. It is true, many perfons of uote were

at firft deceived ; but the difcontents againft Henry’s govern-
ment, and the general enthufiafm for the houfe of York, ac-
count fufficiently for this temporary delufion. Every body’s
eyes were opened long before Perkin’s death. (16) The cir-
cumftance of finding the two dead bodies in the reign of
Charles II. is not furely indifferent. 'They were found in the
very place, which More, Bacon, and other ancient authors
had affigned as the place of interment of the young princes :
The bones correfponded by their fize to the age of the princes ;
'The fecret and irregular place of their interment, not being
in holy ground, proves that the boys had been fecretly mur-
dered: And in the Tower, no boys, but thofe who are very
nearly related to the crown, can be expofed to a_ violent
death : If we compare all thefe circumitances we fhall find,
that the inference is juft and ftrong, that they were the bodies
of Edward the Vth and his brother, the very inference that
was drawn at the time of the difcovery.

Stnce

s ;
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Since the publication of this Hiffory, Mr. Walpole bas pub-
lifled his Hifforic Doubts concerning Richard 111. Nothing can
be a flronger proof how. ingenious and agreeable that pgentleman’s
pen is, than his being able to make an enquiry concerning a remote
point of Englifo bhiftory, an objelt of general converfation.
T he Joregoing note bas been enlarged on account of that perform-
ance.

NOTE [N], p. 397.
O T. Parl. 3 H. VIL n. 17. 'The preamble is remark-
able, and fhows the ftate of the nation at that time.

‘¢ The king, our fovereign lord, remembereth, how, by our

“‘ unlawful maintainances, giving of liveries, figns and
“¢ tokens, retainders by indentures, promifes, oaths, writings,
€c

and other embraceries of his fubjefs, untrue demeanings
¢ of fheriffs in making pannels, and untrue returns by taking
money, by juries, &c. the policy of this nation is moft
¢ fubdued.” It muft indeed be confefled, that fuch a ffate
of the country required great difcretionary power in the fove-
reign; nor will the fame maxims of government fuit fuch a
rude people, that may be proper in a more advanced flage of
fociety. The eftablithment of the Star-chamber or the en-~
largement of its power in the reign of Henry VII. might

€c

have been as wife as the abolition of it in that of Charles I.
NOTE [O], p. 400.

H E duke of Northumberland has lately printed a houfe-
hold book of an old earl of that family, who lived at
this time : The author has been favoured with the perufal of
it; and it contains many curious particulars, which mark the
manners and way of living in that rude, not to fay barbarous
age; as well as the prices of commodities. I have extralted
a few of them from that piece, which gives a true pi€ure of
ancient manners, and is one of the moft fingular monuments
that Englith antiquity affords us: For we may be confident,
however rude the firokes, that no Baron’s family was on a
nobler ¢r more fplendid footing. 'The family confifts of 166
perfons, mafters and fervants : Fifty feven ftrangers are rec-
koned upon every day: On the whole 223. Two-pence
halfpenny are fuppofed to be the daily expence of each for
meat,
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yat of our

meat, drink, and firing. This would make a gr
prefent money : Suppofing provifions between three and four
times cheaper, it would be equivalent to fourteen-pence:
No great fum for a nobleman’s houfe-keeping ; efpecially
confidering, that the chief expence of a family, at that time,
confifted in meat and drink : For the fum allotted by the earl
for his whole annual expence is 1118 pounds feventeen thil-
lings and eight-pence; meat, drink, and firing coft 796
pounds eleven fhillings and two-pence, more than two thirds
of the whole : In a modern family it is not above a third, p.
157, 158, 159. The whole expence of the earl’s family is
managed with an exa@nefs that is very rigid, and, if we make
no allowance for ancient manners, fuch as may feem to border
on an extreme ; infomuch, that the number of pieces, which
muft be cut out of every quarter of beef, mutton, pork, veal,
nay ftock-fifh and falmon, are determined, and muft be en-
tered and accounted for by the different clerks appointed for
that purpofe : If a fervant be abfent a day, his mefs is ftruck
off : If he go on my lord’s bufinefs, board wages are allowed
him, eight-pence a day for his journey in winter, five-pence
in fummer: When he ftays in any place, two-pence a day
are allowed him, befide the maintainance of his horfe. Somc:
what above a quarter of wheat is allowed for every mouth
throughout the year; and the wheat is eftimated at five fhil-
lings and eight-pence a quarter. Two hundred and fifty
quarters of malt are allowed, at four fhillings a quarter:
T'wo hogtheads are to be made of aquarter ; which amounts
to about a bottle and a third of beer a day to each perfon,
p. 4. and the beer will not be very ftrong. One hundred
and nine fat beeves are ‘to be bought at Allhallow-tide, at
thirteen fhillings and four-pence a picce: And twenty four
lean beeves to be bought at St. Helens at eight fhillings a
piece : Thefe are to be put into the paftures to feed ; and are
to ferve from Mid{ummer to Michaelmas; which is confe-
quently the only time that the family eats frefh beef : During
all the reft of the year they live on falted meat, p. 5.~ One
hundred and fixty gallons of muftard are allowed in a year;
which feems indeed requifite for the falt beef, p. 18. Six
hundred and forty feven fheep are allowed, at twenty pence a

Pxece ?
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piece ; and thefefe

Lammas and Vbc;‘n
liz

tfalted; except between
Onl} twenty-five hogs are

allowed at two fhillings a pieces twenty-eight veals at twenx

ty-pence ; forty lambs at ten: pence or a thilling, p. 7. Thefe
feem to be referved for'my lord’s table, or that of the upper
-table. 'The other fervants, as

ted meat; -almoft through the whole year, and with

fervants, called:the knig

they eat 1:
few or no vegetables, had a very bad and unhealthy diet: So
that there'cannot be any thing more erroneous, than the mag=
ent ideas formed of #be Roaft Beef of Old England.  We

mufl entertain as mean an idea of its cleanlinefs: Onl y {even=

at eight-pence an ell are annually allowed: for
imily: No fheets were ufed: This linen was made
table-cloths for my lord’s table; and one table-
; pe 16, 'This laft, I fuppofe, was wathed
Only forty fhillings are allowed for wafh=
wgmut thc whole year; and moft'of it feems expended

belonging to the chapel. The drinking, how-=
ever, was tolerable, namely, ten tuns and two'hogfheads of
Gafcogny wine, at the rate of four pounds thirteen fhillings
and four-pence a tun, p. 6. Only ninety-one dozen of candles
tor the whole year, p. 14. 'The family rofeat fixin the morn-

ing, dined at ten, and fupped at four in the afternoon: The

gates were

all fhut at nine, and no farther ingrefs or egrefs per=
mitted, p. 314, 318. My lord ‘mdi ly have {et on their table
for breakfaft at feven o’clock in the morning a quart of beer
as.much wine ; two pieces of f fith, fix red-herrings, four
white ones, or a difth of fpmts. In fleth days half a.chyne of
mutton, or‘a chyne of beef boiled, p. 73, 75. Mafsis or=
dered to be faid at fix o’clock, in order, fays the houfehold-
book, that all my lord’s fervants may rife early, p. 170. Only
twenty-four fires are allowed, befide the kitchen and hall, and
moft of thefe have only a m’c]' of coals a day allowed them,
P 99. After Lady-day, no fires permitted in the rooms, ex-
ceptihalf-fires in my lord’s and lady’s, and lord Piercy’s and
the'nurfery, p: ror. Itisto be obferved that my lord kept
houfe in Yorkthire, where there is certainly much cold wea-'
therafter Lady-day. Eighty chalders of coals at four fhillings
and two-pence a chalder, fuffices throughout the whole year;

and
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and becaufe coal will not burn without wood, fays the houfe-
hold-book, fixty-four leads of great wood are alfo allowed, at
twelve-pence. a load, p. 22. This is a proof that grates
were not then ufed. Here is an article. [z is dewifed thar
from benceforth no' capons to be bought but only for my lord’s owun
mefs, and that the faid capons Jall be bought for two-pence a
piece, lean, and fed in the poultry 5 and mafler chamberlain and
2he flewards be fed awith capans, if there be JSlrangers fitting with
them, p. 102. Pigs areto be bought at three-pence or a groat
a piece: Geefe at the fame price : Chickens at a halfpenny :
Hens at two-pence, and only for the abovementioned tables.
Here is another article.  Ttem, It is thought gaod that no plovers
be &oug/)l at no_feafon but only in Chriftmas and pri”(i/ra[ﬁa_/};’
and my lord to be ferved therewith and his board-end, and none
other, and to be bought for a penny a pisce, or a penny halfpenny at
moft, p.103. Woodcocks are to be bought at the fame price.
Partridges at two-pence, p. 104, 105. Pheafants, afhilling ;
peacocks the fame, p. 106, My lord keeps only twenty-
feven horfes in his ftable at his own charge: His upper fer-
vants have allowance for maintaining their own horfes, p. 126.
Thefe horfes are, fix gentle horfes, as they arccalled, athay and
hard meat throughout the whole year, four palfreys, three hob-
bies and nags, three fumpter horfes, fix horfes for thofe fervants
to whom my lord furnifhes a horfe, two fumpter horfes more,
and three mill horfes, two for carrying the corn and one for
grinding it ; whence we may infer that mills, either water or
wind-mills, were then unknown, at leaft very rare: Befides
thefe, there are feven great trotting horfes for the chariot or
waggon. He allows a peck of oats a day, befides loaves made
of beans, for his principal horfes ; the oats at twenty pence,
the beans at two fhillings a quarter. ‘The load of hay is at
two fhillings and eight-pence. When my lord is on a journey,
he carries thirty-fix horfemen along with him ; together with
bed and other accommodation, p. 157. The inns, it feems,
could afford nothing tolerable. My lord paffes the year in
three country-feats, all in Yorkihire, Wryfel, Leckenfield,
and Topclyffe ; but he has furniture only for one : He car-
ries every thing along with him, beds, tables, chairs, kitchen
utenfils, all which, we may conclude, were fo coarfe, that

they
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could not be fpoilt by the carriage: Yet feventeen carts and
one waggon fuffices for the whole, p. 391. One cart fuffices
for all his kitchen utenfils, cooks beds, &c. p- 388. One re-
markable circumftance is, that he has eléven priefts in his
houfe," befides feventeen perfons, chanters, muficians, &c.
belonging to his chapel : Yet he has only twocooks for a fa-
mily of 223 perfons, p. 325 *. Their meals were certainly
drefled in the flovenly manner of a fhip’s company. Itis
amufing to obferve the pompous and even royal ftyle aflumed
by this Tartar chief: He does not give any orders, though
only for the right making of muftard; but it is introduced
with this preamble, Iz feemeth good to us and our council.” If
we confider the magnificent and elegant manner in which the
Venetian and other Italian noblemen then lived, with the
progrefs made by the Italians in literature and the finearts, we
thall not wonder that they confidered the ultramountaine na-
tions as barbarous. The Flemith alfo feem to have much ex-
celled the Englifh and even the French. Yet the earl is fome-
times not deficient in generofity : He pays for inftance, an an-
nual penfion of a groat a year to my lady of Walfingham, for
her intereft in ‘Heaven; the fame fum te the holy blood at
Hales, p. 337. No mention is any where made of plate ; but
only of the hiring of pewter veflels. 'The fervants feem all
to have bought their own cloaths from their wages.

* Inanother place, mention is made of four cooks, p, 388, Butl fup-
pofe, that the two fervants, called in p. 325, groom of the larderand child
of the foullery, arein p. 388, comprehended in the number of cooks,

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME,
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