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T HE parliament, which was fummoned foon c H A P. 
after the king's acceffion, was both eleCted and ~vu. 
affembled in tranquillity; and the great change, 1~ 

from a fovereign of confummate wifdom and experience Govern-. 
• . ment durwa 

to a boy of eleven years of age, was not 1mmed1ately felt t~Je m;no-

VoL. Ill. B , by r.ty, 
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c H A P. by the people. The habits of order and obedience, which 
~~the barons had been taught during the long rei~n of Ed-

1377· ward, frill influenced them; and the authonty of the 
kino-'s three uncles, the dukes of Lancafier, York, and 

b 

Glocefter, fufficed to reprefs, for a time, the turbulent 

fpirit, to which that order, in a weak reign, was fo often 

fubjetl. The dangerous ambition too of thefe princes 
themfelves was checked, by the plain and undeniable title 
of Richard, by the declaration of it made in parliament, 

and by the affeCtionate regard, which the people bore to 
the memory of his father, and which was naturally tranf­

ferred to the young fovereign upon the throne. The dif­

ferent characters alfo of thefe three princes rendered them 

a counterpoize to each other; and it was natural to ex­
pect, that any dangerous defigns, which might be formed 
by one brother, would meet with oppofition from the 

others. Lancafier, whofe age and experience, and autho­

rity under the late king, gave him the afcendant among 

them ; though his integrity feemed not proof againft 

great temptations, was neither of an enterprizing fpirit, 

nor of a popular and engaging temper. York was indo­
lent, unaCl:ive, and of flender capacity. Gloce:fter was 

turbulent, bold, and popular; but being the younge:ft of 
the family, was reftrained by the power and authority of 
his elder brothers. There appeared, therefore, no cir­
cumfiance in the domefiic fituation of England, which 

might endanger the public peace, or give any immediate 
apprehenfions to the lovers of their country. 

BuT as Edward, though he had fixed the fucceffion to 
the crown, had taken no care to eftablilh a plan of go­

vernment during the minority of his grandfon; it behov­
ed the parliament to fupply this defect : And the houfe of 
commons difringuifued themfelves, by taking the lead on 

the occafion. This houfe, which had been rifing to 

confideration during the whole courfe of the late reign, 
naturally 
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naturally received an acceffion of power during the miho- C H A P. 
. d . b . 1i f li r. xvu. nty; an as 1t was now ecommg a cene o bu me1s, '-v---J 

the members ·chofe for the fidl: time a fpeaker, who might 1 3"7· 

preferve order in their debates, and maintain thofe forms, 
which are requifi.te in all numerous a.ffemblies. Peter de 
la Marc was the man pitched on ; the fame perfon that 
had been imprifoned and detained in cufiody by the late 
king for his freedom of fpeech, in attackin-g the mifhefs 
and the minifiers of that prince. But though this elec-
tion difcovered a fpirit of liberty in the commons, and 
was followed by farther attacks both on thefe minifters, 
and on Alice Pierce a, they were frill too fenfible of their 
great inferiority, to affume at firft any immediate £hare in 
the adminifiration of government, or the care of the king's 
perfon. They were content to apply by petition to the 
lords for that purpofe, and defi.re them, both to appoint a 
council of nine, who might direCt the public bufinefs, 
and to chufe men of virtuous life and converfation, who 
tnight infpetl: the conduCt: and education of the young 
prince. The lords complied with the firfi: part of this 
requeft, and eleCl:ed the biibops of London, Carlifle, and 
Salilbury, the earls of Marche and Stafford, Sir Richard 
de Stafford, Sir Henry le Scrope, Sir John Devereux, 
and Sir Hugh Segrave, to whom they gave authority for 
a year to conduCt: the ordinary courle of bufinefs b. But 
as to the regulation of the king's houfehold, they de-
clined interpofi.ng in an office, which, they faid, both 
was invidious in itfe!f, and might prove difagreeablc to 
his majefiy. 

THE commons, as they acquired more courage, ven­
tured to proceed a fi:ep farther in their applications. They 
prefented a petition, in which they prayed the king to 
check the prevailing cufiom among the barons of forming 

b Rymer1 vol. vii, p. J6J, 

B 2 illegal 
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C H A P. illeo-al confederacies, and fupporting each other, as well 
.xvn. b • • k . h . I . . f 1 d . f. 

._. __ ,..-..J as men of mfcnor ran , 111 t e VIO atwns o aw an JU -

~~77· ticc. They received from the throne a general and an 

obliging anfwer to this petition: But another part of their 

application, that all the great officers thould, during the 

king's minority, be appointed by parliament, which feem­

ed to require the concurrence of the commons, as well as 

that of the upper houfe, in the nomination, was not com­

plied with: The lords alone affumed the power of appoint• 

. ing thefe officers: The commons tacitly acquiefced in the 

choice ; and thought, that, for the prefent, they them­

felves had proceeded a fufficient length, if they but ad­

vanced their pretenfions, though rejeaed, of interpofing 

in thefe more important matters of fiate. 

ON this foot then the government flood. The admi­

niftration was conducted entirely in the king's name: No 

regency was exprefsly appointed : The nine counfellors 

and th~ great officers, named by the peers, did their duty, 

each in his refpeCl:ive department: And the whole fyfl:em 

was for fome years kept together, by the fecret authority 

of the king's uncles, efpecially of the duke of Lancafler, 

who was in reality the regent. 

THE parliament was diffolved, after the commons had 

reprefented the neceffity of their being re-affembled once 
every year, as appointetl by law; and after having eleB:ed 

two citizens as their treafurers, to receive and diiburfe 

the produce of two fifteenths and tenths, which they had 
voted to the crown. In the other parliaments called dur .. 

ing the minority, the commons frill difcover a firong 

fpirit of freedom and a fenfe of their own authority, 

whi::h, without breeding any difl:urbance, tended to fe· 
cure their independance and that of the people c. 

c See note [A] at the end of the volume. 

E.owARD 
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EnwARD had left his grandfon involved in many clan- c H A P. 
XVl !. 

gerous wars. The pretenfions of the duke of Lancafier'---v--' 
to the crown of Caftile, made that kingdom fiill perfevere 1 377· 

in hoftilities againft England. Scotland, whofe throne 
was now filled by Robert Stuart, nephew to David 
Bruce, and the firft prince of that family, maintained 
fuch clofe connections with France, that war with one 
crown almofi: inevitably produced hoftilities with the 
other. The French monarch, whofe prudent conduct 
had acquired him the firname of wife, as he had already 
baffied all the experience and valour of the two Edwards, 
was likely to prove a dangerous enemy to a minor king: 
But his genius, which was not natura11y enterpr1zing, 
led him not, at prefent, to give any difturbance to his 
neighbours; and he laboured, befides, under many diffi­
culties at home, which it was neceHary for him to fur­
mount, before he could think of making conquefis in a 
foreign country. England was mafter of Calais, Bour­
deaux, and Bayonne; had lately acquired polfeffion of 
Cherbourg, from the ceffion of the king of N avarre, and 
of Bre£1: from that of the duke of Britanny d; and hav ... 
ing thus an eafy entrance into France from every quarter, 
was able, even in its prefent fituation, to give difturb­
ance to his government. Before Charles could remove 
the f:nglilh from thefe important pofis, he died in the 
flower of his age, and ltft his kingdom to a minor fon, 
who bore the name of Charles VI. 

MEANWHILE, the war with Franc-e was carried on in a 1.i7i•. 

manner fomewhat languid, and produced no enterprize of 
great luftre or renown. Sir Hugh Calverly, governor of 
Calais, making an inroad into Picardy, with a detach-
ment of the garrifon, fet fire to Boulogne e. The duke of 
Lancafrer conduCl:ed an army into Britanny, but returned 

11 Rymer, vo1. vii, p. r9o. e Walfing. P• 109~ 

B 3 without 
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c H A. P. without being able to perform any thing memorable. In 
xvn. n h d of ~a fubfequent year, the duke of Glocener marc e out 

13Sa. Calais with a body of 2000 cavalry, and 8ooo infantry; 
and fcrupled not, with his fmall army, to enter into the 
heart of France, and to continue his ravages, through 
Picardy, Champaigne, the Brie, the Beauffe, the Gati­
nois, the Orleanois, till he reached his allies in the pro­
vince of Britanny r. The duke of Burgundy, at the head 
of a more confiderable army, came within fight of him i 
but the French wete fo over-awed by the former fuc­
ce!fes of the Engli£h, that no fuperiority of numbers 
could tempt them to venture a pitched battle with the 
troops of that nation. As the duke of Britanny, foon 
after the arrival of thefe fuccours, formed an accommo­
dation with the court of France; this enterprize alfo 
proved in ~he ifrue unfuccefsful, and made no durabl~ 
impreffion upon the enemy. 

T'HE expences of thefe armaments, and the ufual want 
of reconomy attending a minority, much exhaufted the 
Englifu treafury, and obliged the parliament, befides 
making fome alterations in the council, to impofe a new 
and unufual tax of three groats on every perfon, male 
and female, above fifteen years of age; and they or­
dained, that, in levying that tax, the opulent fhould re­
lieve the poor by an equitable compcnfation. This 
impofition produced a mutiny, which w:1s fingular in its 
~ircumfiances. All hifiory abounds with examples, where 
the great tyrannize over the meaner fort: But here the 
lowdt populace rofe againft their rulers, committed the 
rnoft cruel ravages upon them, and took vengeance for 
all former oppreflions. 

t38r. TJiE faint dawn of the arts and of good govern· 
rnent in that age, had excited the minds of the populace, 

f Frcilfarcl., liv, z, chap. so, 51. Waiting. p. ~39• 

in 
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in different ftates of Europe, to wifh for a better condi- c H A P. 

tion, and to murmur againfi thofe chains, which the~~ , 
laws, enatled by the haughty nobility and gentry, had fo 1381. 

long impofed upon them. The commotions of the people 
in Flanders, the mutiny of the peafants in France, :vere 
the natural effects of this growing fpirit of independence; 
and the report of thefe events, being brought into Eng-
land, where perfonal flavery, as we lea · r! from Froiffard g' 

was more general than in any other country in Europe, 
had prepared the minds of the multitude for an infurrec-
tion. One John Ball alfo, a feditious preacher, who 
affected low popularity, went about the country, and 
inculcated on his audience the principles of the firfi origin 
of mankind from one common frock, their equal right to 
liberty and to all the goods of nature, the tyranny of ar-

. tificial difiinctions, and the abufes which had arifen from 
the degradation of the more confiderable part of the fpe­
cies, and the aggrandizement of a few infolent rulers &. 

Thefe doctrines, fo agreeable to the populace, and fo con­
formable to the ideas of primitive equality, which are 
engraven in the hearts of all men, were greedily received 
by the multitude; and fcattered the fparks of that fedi .. 
tion, which the prefent tax raifed into a conflagration i. 

THE impofition of three groats a head had been farmed Infurrec-
tions of the 

out to tax-gatherers in each county, who levied the mo- common 

ney on the people with rigour; · and the claufe, cf making ptople. 

the rich eafe their poorer neighbours of fome !hare of tl·e 
burden, being fo vague and undeterminate, had doubtlefs 
occafioned many partialities, and made the peo . le more 

g Liv. z. chap. 74• h Froitfard, liv. 2. chap. 74• Walfingham, 
P• Z7S• 

i There were two verfes at that time in the mouths of all the common 
people, which, in fpite of ptejudice, one cannot but regard with fame l!egree 
of approbation : 

When Adam delv'd and Eve fpan, 
\Yhere waa then the gentleman ? 

B + ft:nfible 
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Q H A P. fenfible of the unequal lot, which fortune had affigned 
~them in the diftribution of her favours. The firft dif ... 

13~ 1 • order was raifed by a black-fmith in a village of Effex. 
The tax-gatherers came to this man's fbop, while he was 
at work; and they demanded payrpe 1t for his daughter, 
whom he afferted to be below the age affigned by the 
ftatute. One of thefe fellows offered to produce a very 
indecent proof to the contrary, and at the fame time 
laid hold of the maid ; Which the father refenting, im­
mediately knocked out the ruffian's brains with his ham­
mer. The byftanders applauded the action, and exclaim­
ed, that it was full time for the people to take vengeance 
on their tyrants, and to vindicate their native liberty. 
They immediately flew to arms : The whole neighbour­
hood joined in the [edition : The flame fpread in an in­
ftant over the county: It foon propagated itfelf into 
that of ~entl of Hertford, Surrey, Suffex, Suffolk, Nor­
folk, Cambridge, and Lincoln. Before the government 
had the leaft warning of the danger, the diforder had 
grown beyond controul or oppofition : The populace ha<J 
fuaken off all regard to their former mafiers : And being 
headed by the mofl: audacious and criminal of their affo­
ciates, who affume~ the feigned names of Wat Tyler, 
Jack Straw, Hob Carter, and Tom Miller, by which 
they were fond of denoting their mean origin, they com­
mitted every where the mofi: outrageous violence on fuch 
of the gentry or nobility as had the misfortune to fall 
into their ~ands. 

,H.JhJune. TH;: mutinous populace~ amounting to a hundred 
thoufand men, affembled on Black-heath~ under their 
leaders, Tyler a~d Straw; and as the princefs of Wales, 
the king's mother, returning from a pilgrimage to Canter­
b,u~y, paffeq through the mid~ of them, they infulted 
her a~te~dants, and fome of the mofr infolent among them, 
lO lh~w their purpofe of levelling all mankind, forced 
ki!fes frolll h~r; but they allowed her to continue her 

journey~ 
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journey, without attempting any farther injury 1• TheyC H A P. 

fent a meffage to the king, who had taken lhelter in the~ 
Tower; and they defired a conference with him. Rich- 1381. 

ard failed down the river in a barge for that purpofe; but 
on his approaching the fuore, he faw fuch fymptoms of 
tumult and infolence, that he put back and returned to 
that fortrefs m. The feditious peafants, meanwhile, fa-
voured by the populace of London, had broken into the 
city; haq burned the duke of Lancafier's palace of the 
Savoy ; cut off the heads of all the gentlemen whom they 
laid hold of; expreffed a particular animofity againft the 
lawyers and attornies ; and pillaged the warehoufcs of the 
rich merchants "• A great body of them quartered them-
felves at Mile-end ; and the king, finding no defence in 
the Tower, which was weakly garrifoned, and ill fupplied 
with provifions, was obliged to go out to them, and a* 
their demands. They required a general pardon, the 
abolition of flavery, freedom of commerce in market-
towns without toll or impoft, and a fixed rent on lands 
infiead of the fervices due by villenage. Thefe requefts, 
which, though extremely reafonable in themfelves, the 
nation was not fufficiently prepared to receive, and which 
jt was dangerous to have extorted by violence, were how-
ever complied with; charters to that plirpofe were granted 
them; and this body immediately difperfed and returned 
to their feveral homes o. 

DuRING this tranfaB:ion, another body of the rebels 
had broken into the Tower; had murdered Simon Sud­
bury, the primate, and chancellor, with Sir Robert Hales, 
the treafurer, and fome other perfons of difiinchon ; and 
continued their ravages in the city P. The king, paffing 
?\long Smithfield, very flenderly guarded, met with Wat 

l Froiifarcl, liv. 2. chap. 74• 
fhap. 76. Walfingham, p. <24S, 7.49• 

~ V/alfinzham, P• :r.so, :r.s1, 

!11 J!;.id. d;ap. 7 5. n Ibid. 

e Froiffa~d> liv, :z. chap. 77• 

Tyler, 
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c H A P. Tyier at the head of thefe rioters, and entered into a 
XVIf. ' 1 h · d d h. '---y--.~Conference with him. Ty er, avmg or ere IS com-
138h panions to retire till he iliould give them a fignal, after 

which they were to murder all the company except the 
king himfelf, whom they were to detain prifoner, feared 
not to come into the midfr of the royal retinue. He there 
behaved himfelf in fuch a manner, that Walworth, the 
J'l'layor of London, not able to bear his infolence, drew 
his fword, and firuck him fo violent a blow as brought 
him to the ground, where he was infiantly difpatched by 
others of the king's attendants. The mutineers, feeing 
their leader fall, prepared themfelves for revenge; and this 
whole company, with the king hirnfelf, had undoubtedly 
perifhed on the fpot, had it not been for an extraordinary 
prefence of mind, which Richard difcovered on the oc­
cafion. He ordered his company to fiop; he advanced 
alone towards the enraged multitude; and accofring them 
with an affable and intrepid countenance, he a!ked them, 
~' \Vhat is the meaning of this diforder, my good people r 
~' Are ye angry that ye have loft your leader? I am 
" your king·: I will be your leader." The populace, 
overawed by his prefence, implicitly followed him: He 
led them into the fields, to prevent any diforder which 
might have arifen by their continuing in the city: 

· Being there joined by Sir Robert Knolles and a body of 
well armed veteran foldiers, who had been fecretly drawn 
together, he flricl:ly prohibited that officer from falling 
on the rioters, and committing an undifringuilhed flaugh­
ter upon them; and he peaceably difmiffed them with 
the fame charters, which had been granted to ·their fel­
lows q. Soon after, the nobility and gentry, hearing 
of the king's danger, in which they were all involved, 
flocked to London, with their adherents and retainers • , 
and Richard took the field at the head of an army 4o,ooe 

q Froitrard, vol. ii. chap. 77• Walfingham, p. ~5~• Knyghton, p. ~637• 

ftrong. 
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firong r. It then behoved all the rebels to fubmit: TheC H A P. 

charters of enfranchifement and pardon were revoked by~ 
parliament; the low people were reduced to the fame IJSI• 

flaviih condition as before ; and feveral of the ringleaders 
were feverely puniihed for the late diforders. Some were 
even executed without procefs or form of law '. It was 
pretended, that the intentions of the mutineers had been 
to feize the king's perfon, to carry him through England 
at their head, to murder all the nobility, gentry, and 
lawyers, and even all the bifhops and priefts, except the 
mendicant friars ; to difpatch afterwards the king him-
felf; and having thus reduced all to a level, to order the 
kingdom at their pleafure t. It is not impoffible, but 
many of them, in the delirium of their firft fuccefs, might 
have formed fuch projects: But of all the evils incident to 
human fociety, the infurreB:ions of the populace, when 
not raifed and fupported by perfons of higher quality, are 
the leaft to be dreaded : The mifchiefs, confequent to 
an abolition of all rank and diftinB:ion, become fo great, 
that they are immediately felt, and foon bring affairs 
back to their former order and arrangement. 

A YOUTH of fixteen, (which was ar this time the 
king's age) who had difcovered fo much courage, pre-
fence of mind, and addrefs, and had fo dexteroufly eluded 
the violence of this tumult, raifed great expectations in the 
nation; and it was natural to hope, that he would, in the 
courfe of his life, equal the glories, which had fo uni­
formly attended his father and his grandfather, in all their 
undertakings. But in proportion as Richard advanced in 1 ~85• 

years, thefe hopes vanifhed; and his want of capacity, 
at leaft of folid judgment, appeared in pverv enterprize, 
which he attempted. The Scots, fenfible uf tl eir own 
~efic,iency in cavalry, had applied to the regency of 

r WaHingham, p. 2.67. s 5 Ricb.II. cap. ult. as quot rl in the 
pbferva-tiom on anciept Jhtutes, p. 2.6~, t Walfingham) p. :2.6 5· 

Charles 
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c H A P. Charles VI. ; and John de Vienne, admiral of France, 
XVll. r . h b d f ~ .Aad been 1ent over w1t a o y o 1500 men at arms, to 
1385. fupport them in their incurfions againfl: the Englifu. 

The danger was now deemed by the king's uncles fame­
what ferious; and a numerous army of 6o,ooo men was 
levied; and they marched into Scotland, with Richard 
himfelf at their head. The Scots did not pretend to 
n1ake refifi:ance againfl: fo great a force: They abandoned 
without fcruple their country to be pillaged and defi:royed 
by the enemy: And when de Vienne expreffed his fur­
prize at this plan of operations, they told him, that all 
their cattle was driven into the forefis and fafi:neffes; that 
their houfes and other goods were of fmall value; and 
that they well knew how to compenf~te any ]offes 
which they might f1.1fiain in that refpecr, by making 
an incurfion into England. Accordingly, when Rich­
ard entered Scotland by Berwic and the eafi coaft, 
the Scots, to the number of 30,000 men, attended by 
the French, entered the borders of England by the weft• 
and carrying their ravages through Cumberland, Wefi­
moreland, and Lancalhire, colletl:ed a rich booty, and 
then returned in tranquillity to their own country. Rich­
ard meanwhile advanced towards Edinburgh, and defrroy­
ed in his way all the towns and villages on each fide of 
him: He reduced that city to allies : He treated in the 
fame manner, Perth, Dundee, and other places in the 
low countries; but when he was advifed to march towards 
the weft coaft, to await there the return of the enemy:t 
and to take revenge on them for their devafbtions, his 
impatience to return to England, and enjoy his ufual plea­
fures and amufements, outweighed every confideration; and 
t. ! <> 1 back his army without effecting any thing by all thefe 
mighty preparations. The Scots, foon after, finding the 
heavy bodies of French cavalry very ufelefs in that deful .. 
~ory kind of war, to which they confined themfelves, 

treated 
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treated their allies fo ill, that the French returned home; c H A P. 
n_ d . h h d . h XVII. much clifgun:e wlt t e country, an wit the manners of "--v--J 

its inhabitants u. And the Englilh, though they regretted tJSs. 

the indolence and levity of their king, faw themfelves for 
the future fecured againfi: any dangerous invafion from 
that quarter. 

BuT it was fo material an interefl: of the French court IJ86. 

to wreft the fea-port towns from the hands of their ene-
my, that they refolved to attempt it by fome other expe-
dient, and found no means fo likely as an invafion of 
England itfelf. They colleeted a great Reet and army at 
Sluife ; for the Flemings were now in alliance with them : 
All the nobility of France were engaged in this enter­
prize: The Englilh were kept in alarm: Great prepara­
tions were made for the reception of the invaders: And 
though the difperfion of the French fhips by a ftorm, and 
the taking of many of them by the Englifh, before the 
embarkation of the troops, freed the kingdom from the 
prefent danger, the king and council were fully fenfible, 
that this perilous fituation might every moment return 
upon them w. 

THERE were two circumfl:ances chiefly, which en­
gaged the French at this time to think of fuch attempts. 
The one was the abfence of the duke of Lancafter, who 
had carried into Spain the flower of the Englilh military 
force, in profecution of his vain claim to the crown of 
Cafrile; an enterprize, in which, after fome promifing 
fuccefs, he was finally difappointed : The other was, the 
violent diffentions and diforders, which had taken place 
in the Englilh government. 

THE fubjeetion, in which Richard was held by his . 
uncles, particularly by the duke of Glocefter, a prince of 

• Froifrard, liv. z. chap. 149, 15o, &c. Jiv. ! · chap. 52 . W alfiPghlm, 
P· 316, 317. " Froitfard1 liv, 3• chap. 41 . 53 • Waltir.gham, 

ambition 
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c H A P.ambition and genius, though it was not unfuitable to his 
XVII. d . ] d"f: bl '-.r---1 years and flen er capacity, was extreme y 1 agreea e to 
JJ86. his violent temper; and he foon attempted to !hake oft 

the yoke impofed upon him. Robert de V ere, earl of 
Oxford, a young man of a noble family, of an agree­
able figure, but of diffolute manners, had acquired an 
entire afcendant over him; and governed him with an 
abfolute authority. The king fet fo little bounds to his 
affecHon, that he fidt created his favourite marquis of 
Dublin, a title before unknown in England, then duke 
of Ireland; and transferred to him by patent, which was 
confirmed in parliament, the entire fovereignty for life of 
that ifland x. He gave him in marriage his coufin-german, 
the daughter of In gel ram de Couci, earl of Bedford ; but 
foon after he permitted him to repudiate that lady, though 
of an 4nexceptionable charaB:er, and to marry a foreign­
er, a Bohemian, with whom he had become enam<?ured '1. 

Thefe public declarations of attachment turned the atten­
tion of the whole court towards the minion : All favours 
paired through his hands : Accefs to the king could only 
be obtained by his mediation: And Richard feemed to take 
no pleafure in royal authority, but fo far as it enabled him 
to load with favours and titles and dignities this objeB: of 
his affeB:ions. 

Pifconte~tt THE jealoufy of power immediately produced an ani .. 
of the ba~ 
~ons. mofity between the minion and his creatures on the one 

nand, and the princes of the blood and chief nobility on 
the other; and the ufual complaints againfr the infolence 
of favourites were loudly echoed, and greedily received, in 
every part of the kingdom. Moubray earl of Notting­
ham, the marefchal, Fitz-Aian earl of Arundel, Piercy 
earl of Northumberland, Montacute earl of Saliibury, 
Beau champ earl of W arwic, were all conneB:ed with each 

x Cotton, p. 310, JH• Cox's Hift. of Irc:land, P• ug. Wal1ingham, 
P• 324. Y Walfingham, p. 3~8. 
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other, and with the princes, by friendfhip or alliance, c H A P. 

and frill more by their common antipathy to thofe who XV~ 
had eclipfed them in the king's favour and confidence. No ~3i5. 

longer kept in awe by the perfonal charaCl:er of the prince, 
they [corned to fubmit to his minifrers; and the method, 
which they took to redrefs the grievance complained of, 
well fuited the violence of the age, and proves the defpe ... 
rate extremities, to which every oppofition was fure to 
be infrantly carried. 

MrcHAEL DE LA PoLE, the prefent chancellor, and 
lately created earl of Suffolk, was the fon of an eminent 
merchant ; but had rifen by his abilities and valour dur"' 
ing the wars of Edward III. had acquired the friendlhip 
of that monarch, and was efteemed the perfon of greateft 
e~perience and capacity among thofe who were attached 
to the 9uke of Ireland and the king's fecret council. 
The duke of Glocefier, who had the houfe of commons 
at his devotion, impelled them to exercife that power 
which they feem firfr to have aff'umed againfr lord Lati­
mer during the declining years of the late king; and an 
impeachment againfr the chancellor was carried up by 
them to the houfe of peers, which was no lefs at his de­
votion. The king forefaw the tempefr preparing againft 
him and his minifters. After attempting in vain to roufe 
the Londoners to his defence, he withdrew from parlia­
ment, and retired with his court to Eltham. The par­
liament fent a deputation, inviting him to return, and 
threatening, that, if he perfifred in abfenting himfelf, 
they would immediately diff'olve, and leave the nation, 
though at that time in imminent danger of a French in­
vafion, without any fupport or fupply for its defence. At 
the fame time, a member was encouraged to call for the 
record, containing the parliamentary depofition of Ed­
ward II. ; a plain intimation of the fate, which Richard, 
if he continued refraCtory, had reafon to expeCt from 

t em. 
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c H A P. them. The king, finding himfelf unable to refifr, was 
XVII. fi "{h' h r '----v--' content to ftipulate, that, except m mg t e pre.ent 

J386. impeachment againft SufFolk, no attack lhould be made 
upon any other of his minifiers; and on that condition, 

he returned to the parliament z. 

NoTHING can prove more fully the innocence of Suf­
folk, than the frivoloufnefs of the crimes, which his 
enemies, in the prefent plenitude of their power, thought 
proper to objeCt againfi him a. It was alledged, that be­

ing chance1!or, and obliged by his oath to confult the 

king's profit, he had purchafed lands of the crown below 

their true value; that he had exchanged with the king 
a perpetual annuity of 400 marks a year, which he in­
herited from his father, and which was affigned upon the 
cuftoms of the port of Hull, for lands of an equal in­
come ; that having obtained for his fon the priory of St. 
Anthony, which was formerly poffefled by a Frenchman, 

an enemy, and a fchifmatic, and a new prior being at 
the fame time named by the pope, he had refufed to ad­
mit this perfon, whofe title was not legal, till he made a 
compofition with his fon, and agreed to pay him a hun· 
dred pounds a year from the income of the benefice 1 

· · that',J1e had purchafed, from one Tydeman of Limborch, 

an old and forfeited annuity of fifty pounds a-year upon 
the crown, and had engaged the king to admit that bad 
debt; and that, when created earl of SufFolk, he had­
obtained a grant of 500 pounds a-...year, to fupport the 
dignity of that title b . Even the proof of thefe articles, 

2: See note [B] at the end of the vol ume. a Cotton, p. 3~"5• 
Knyghton, p. 2683. 

b It is probable that the earl of Suffolk was not dch, nor able to fupport 

the c:lignity without the bounty of the crown: For his fa ther, Michael de la­
Pole, though a great merchant, had been ruined by lending money to the 

late king. See Cotton, p , 194· We may remark that the dukes of G!o­

cefter and York, though vaftly rich, received at the fame time each of them' 

a thoufand pounds a year, to fupport their dignity. Rymer, vol. vii • .P• 481, 
Cotto.n, p. 310. 

frivolous 
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ft:ivolous as they are, was found very deficient upon the C H ~ ?; 

trial: It appeared, that Suffolk had made no purchafe~ 
from the crown while he was chancellor, and that all his 1386. 

bargains _of that kind were made before he was ad\'anced 
to that dignity c. It is almoit needlefs to add, that he was 
condemned, notwithfianding his defence; and that he 

was deprived of his office. 

GLocES'!'ER and his affociates obferved their fiipu­
lation with the king, and attacked no more of his mini­
frers : But they immediately attacked himfelf and his 
royal dignity, and framed a commiffion after the model 
of thofe, which had been attempted almofi in every reign 
fince that of Richard I. and which had always been at­
tended with extreme confufion d. By this commiffion, 
which was ratified by parliament, a council of fourteen 
perfons was appointed, all of Glocefier's faction, except 
N evil, archbi£hop of York : The fovereig~ po\vcr was 

transferred to thefe men for a twclvemonth: The king~ 
who had now reached the twenty-firft year of his age, 
was in reality dethroned: The arifiocracy was rendered 
fupreme: And though the term of the commiffion was 
limited, it was ealy to forefce, that the intentions of the 

party were to render it perpetual, and that power would 
with great difficulty be wrefi~d from thofe grafping hands, 
to which it was once committed. Richard, hovn~ver, 
was obliged to fubmit: He figned the commiffion, which 
violence had extorted from him ; he took an oath never 
to infringe it; and though at the end of the feffion he 
publiclly entered a protefi, that the prerogatives of the 
crown, notwithfianding his late concc:ffion, fuould {l:ill 
be deemed entire anJ unimpaired e, the new commiffion­
ers, without regardir~6 this declaration, proceeded to the 

excrcife of their authority. 

c Cotton, p. 315. 
JO Rich. IT. cbap. i, 

VoL. III. 

d Knyght1n, p. 2686, Stat'.!tes at laT£f'1 

c C •tto11, p. 3 t8, 
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c H A r . THE king, thus difpo{fdfed of royal power, was foofi 
XV II. . . . 1 f 11 H" 
~ fenfiblc of the contempt, m to wh1C11 he was a en. ts 

. !387· favourites and minifiers, who were as yet allowed to re-
Clln l com- •• 
motions. main about his perfon, failed not to aggravate the InJury,. 

which, without any demerit on his part, had been offer­

ed to him. And his eager temper was af itfelf fufficient1y 

incl ined to feek the means, both of recovering his autho­

rity, anJ of revenging h imfelf on thofe who had invaded 

· jt. As the houfe of commons appeared now of weight in 

the confiitution, he fccretly tried fome expedients for pro­

curing a favourable election: He fouFlded fome of the 

fhe riffs, who, being at that time both the returning 

officers, and magifirates of great power in the counties, had 

naturally confiderable influence in eleEl:ions f, But as mofr 

of them had been appointed by his uncles, either during his 

minority, or during the courfe of the prefent commiffion, he 

found them in general avetfe to his enterprize. The fenti­

m ents and inclinations of the judges were more favourable 

t o him. He met at Nottingham Sir Robert Trefilian, chief 

jufl:iccofthe King's Bench, Sir Robert Belknappe, chiefjuf­

tice o f the C ommon Pleas, Sir John Cary, chief baron of 

the Exchequer, Holt, Fulthorpe, and Bourg, inferior juf­

tices, and Lockton, ferjeant at law; and he propofed to them 

fome queries, which thefe lawy~rs, either from the influ­

ence of his authority or of reafon, made no fcruple of 

anfwering in the way he defired. They declared, that 

the late commiffion was derogatory to the royalty and 

p icrogative of the king; that thofe who procured it, or 

advi ic d the king to confent to it, were pu~i!hab}e wrth 

death; that thofc who neccffitated and compelled him 

were o·u i1 ty of trcafon; that thofe were equally criminal 

who uwu ld perfe vtrc in maintainino- it. that the kino· has 
b ' 0 

the ri~ht of d ;iTolving parliaments at plcafurc; that the 

f l n h~ preamble to 5 Henry IV. ea?• vi i. it is im plitd, that the !heritls 

in J rc an:1er :tp~o:nrcc th·· members of the hou fe of commons, not only io 
ti;h p'r Lmcr;· , b•H in m>~ny <~th"r", 

parliament, 
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rafliament, while it fits, mufi firfi proceed upon the king's C H A P. 

bufinefs; and that this afTembJ y cannot without his con-~~ 
fent impeach any of his minifi:ers and judges g. Even 138i· 

according to our prefcnt firiB: maxims with regard to bw 
and the royal prerogative, all thcfe determinations, except 
the two lafr, appear j ufiifiable : And as the great privi-

leges of the commons, particularly that of impeachment; 
were hitherto new, and fupported by few precedents, there 
want not plaufible teafons to jufi:ify thefe opinions of the 

judges h. They figned therefore their anfwer to the king's 
q eries before the archbiibops of York and Dublin, the 
biihops of Durham, Chichefi:er, and Bangor, the duke of 
Ireland, the earl of Suffolk, and two other counfcllors 
of inferior quality. 

1'HE duke of Gloce!l:er, and his adherents, foon got 
intelligence of this fecrct confultation, and were natu­
rally very much alarmed at it. They faw the king's in­
tentions; and they determined to prevent the execution 
of them. As foon as he came to London, which, they 
knew, was well difpofed to their party, they fecrctly 
afTcmbleJ their forces, and appeared in arms at Haringay ~ 
p:uk, near Highgate, with a power, which Richard anJ 
his minifiers were not able to refifi:. They fent him a 
mefTage by the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the lords 

g Knyghton, p. z6g4. Ypod. Neull:. P· 541. 
h The parliament in 1341, exa.:led of Edw:ud Ill. that, on the th i: J 

day of every f::ffion, the kinb fhould refume all the great of.ices ; and that the 

miniflers fhould then anf wer to any accufation that lhould be brousht ag1in ft 
them: Which plainly impl!es, that, while minificrs, they could not be ac­
cufed or impeached in parliament. Henry IV, told the commons, thlt the 
ufage of parliament required them to go fi , fi: tl1rough the king's bulinefs 

in granting fupplies; which order the king intended not to alter, Parl. Hilt. 
vol. ii. p. 65. Upon the whole, it mull: be alloweJ, that, according to ancient 

praCl.ice and principles, there are at leaft plaufible grounds for all theft: opi­
nions of the Judges. It mull: be remarked, th :H this affirmation of Henry IV. 
was given dclibuately, after confulting the houfe of peers, who were much 

bttter acqu•inted with the ufage of parliament than the ignorant commons. 
And it has the gre.lter authority, becaufe Henry IV. had made this vc:ry 
principle a confiderable article of charge againfi his predecelTor; and that a 
very fe .v ye.m before. So ill gr.ounded were moll: of the imputations thlO' ... ·n 
c~ tl!e unhappy Richard! 

c 2 Lovd, 
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c H A P. Love], Cob ham, and Devereux, and demanded, that the-
XVII d I • b h . . . r.I ~~ perfons who had feducc nun y t e1r permcwus coun1e ,. 
1387. and were traitors both to him and to the kingdom, fuould 

be ddivered up to them. A few days after, they appeared 
in his prefence, armed and attended with armed followers ; 
and they accufed by name the archbilhop of York, the 
duke of Ireland, the earl of Suffolk, Sir Robert Trefi­
lian, and Sir Nicholas Brcmbre, as public and dangerous 
enemies to the fratc. They threw down their gauntlets 
before the king, and fierce] y offered to maintain the truth 
of their charge by duel. The perfons accufed, and all 
t~c other obnoxious minifiers, had withdrawn or had con­
cealed themfel ves. 

The d ukc of Ireland fled to Chefhire, and levied fome 
forces, with which he advanced to relieve the king from 
the violence of the nobles. Glocefl:er encountered him 
in Oxford!hire with much fuperior forces; routed him, 
difperfed his followers, and obliged him to fly into ~he 
Low-Countries, where he died in exile a few years after ... 

13ss. The lords then appeared at London with an army of 
3d Fee. 40,coo men; and having obliged the king to fummon a 

parliament, which was entirely at their devotion, they 
had full power, by obferving a few legal forms, to take 

-r lli vengeance on all their enemies. ' Five great peers, men .cxpu 1on or ...... '-' 
execution ofwhofe combined power was able at any time to fhake the 
the king's GJ 11 • , 
rniniftm. throne, the duke of oceuer, the kmg s uncle; theearl 

of Derby, fon oft he duke ofLancafier; the earl of Arundel; 
the earl of \Varwic, and the earl of Nottingham, marefchal 
of England, entered before the parliament an accufation or 
appeal, as it was called, againfl: the five counfellors, whom 
they had :1lready accufed before the king. The parliament, 
whooughttoh::tve beenjudges, werenota:lhamed to impofe 
an oath on all their members, by which they bound them­
felves to live and die\\-ith the lords appellants, and to defend. 
them againft all oppofition with their lives and fortunes h. 

h Cotton, p, 32~. 

THE 
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THE other proceedings were we11 fuitcd to the violence C H A P. 

cl • . . f h . A h f'./1_' f h' XVII • . an IniqUity o t e t1mes. c arge, cmummg o t 1rty- ---v--J 
nine articles, was delivered in by the appellants; and as 1388. 

none of the accufed counfcllors, except Sir Nicholas 
Brembre, was in cufiody, the reft were cited to appear; 
and upon their abfenting themfelves, the houf.C cf peers, 
after a very £hort interval, without hearing a witnefs, 
without examining a faCt, or deliber:tting on one point 
.of law, declared them guilty of high treafon. Sir Nicho-
las Brembre, who was produced in court, had the appear-
ance, and but ' the appearance, of a trial : The peers, 
though they were not by law his proper judges, pronoun~ 
ced, in a very fummary manner, fentence of death upon 
him; and he was executed, together with Sir Robert 
Trefilian, who had been difcovered and taken in the interval. 

IT would be tedious 'to recite the whole charge deli­
vered in againfi the five counfellors; which is to be met 
with in feveral colleCtions i. It is fufficient to obferve in 
general, that, if we rea[on upon the fuppofition, which 
JS the true one, that the royal prerogative was invatled by 
the commiffion extorted by the duke of Glocefier and his 
affociates, and that the king's perfon was afterwards de .. 
tained in cuftody by rebels, many of the articles will ap­
pear, not only to imply no crime in the duke of Ireland 
and the minifters, but to afcribe to them aCtions, which 
:were laudable, and which they were bound by their alle­
giance to perform. The few articles, impeaci1ing the 
conduCt of thefe minifters before that commiffion, which 
fubverted the confiitution, and annihilated all jufrice and 
legal authority, are vague and general; fuch as their en­
groffing the king's favour, keeping his barons at a difrance 
from him, obtaining unreafonable grants for themfelves 
or their creatures, and diffipating the public treafure by 
ufelefs expences. No violence is objeCted to them; no 
particular illegal aB: * ; no breach of any fiatute ; and 

i Knyghton, p. 2.7 J 5· Tyrrel, vol. iii. pa: t z. p. 919. from the records. 
Parliamentary Hiltory, vol. i. P• 41 4• 

• See note [C) at the end of the volume. 

C 3 their 



22 HIS T 0 R Y 0 F EN GLAND. 

c H A P. th!:'ir adminifhation may therefore be concluded to have 
~~been fo far innocent and inoffenfive. All the diforders 

IJS&. indeed feem to have proceeded, not from any violation of 
the laws, or any minifl:erial tyran:1y ; but merely from a 
rinHhip of power, which the duke of Glocefier, and the 
great nobility, agreeably to the genius of the times, car­
xied to the utmo!l: extremity againfl: their opponents, 
without any regard to reafon, juftice, pr humanity. 

BuT thefe were not the only deeds of vioLnce com­
mitted during the triumph of the party. All the other 

judges, who had figned th~ extrajudicial opinions at Not­
tingham, were condemned to death, and were, as a grace 
or favour, baniihed to Ireland; though they pleaded the 
fear of their lives, and the menaces of the king's mini­
fiers as their excufe. Lord Beauchamp of Holt, Sir 
James Berners, and John Salifbury, were alfo tried and 
condemned for high treafon; merely becaufe they had 
attempted to defeat the late commiffion : But the life of 

the latter was fpared. The fate of Sir Simon Burley wa:J 
more fcvere : This gentleman v~as much beloved for his 
perfonal merit, had diflinguifhed himfelf by many ho­
nourable actions k, was created knight of the garter, and 
~ad been appointed governor to Richard, by the choice 
of the late king and of the Black Prince: He had attended 
his m after from the earlieft .infancy of that prince, and had 
ever remained extremely attached to him : Yet all thefe 
confiderations could not fave him from falling a viB:im 
to Glocefl:cr's vengeance. This execution, more than 
aH the others, made a deep impreffion on the mind of 
~ich:ud: His queen too (for he was already married to 
the fifl:er of the emperor Winceflaus, king of Bohemia) 
~ntereficd herfclf in behalf of Burley : She remained three 

k At leaJl: this is the charaeler &iven of him by Froiifard, liv. z, who knew 

him pcrfonally: Walfingham, P· 3 34· gives a very difterent charaCler of him; 
but he is a writer fomewhat pailionate and parti~l ; and the choice made of 

tLis gentleman by Edward IIJ. and the Black PriiJce for the education of 

Ri~h;ud, makes the charaCler given him by Froifiiird) much more probable. 

hours 
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i1ours on her knees before the duke of Gloceficr, pleadingC H .1\ P. 

XVII. 
for that gentleman's 1 ife; but though !he v:as become ex- '---y---1 

tremely popular by her amiable qualities, which had 1 3
8
2· 

acquired her the appellation of tbe good queen Anne; her 

petition was fternly rejected by the inexorable tyrant. 
THE parliament concluded this violent fcene by a de­

claration, that none of the articles, decided on thefe trials 

to be trcafon, iliould ever afterw~rds be drawn into pre­

cedent by the judges, who were {till to confider the fta­

tute of the twenty-fifth of Edward as the rule of their 

decifions. The houfe of lords feem not at that time to 

have known or acknowledged the principle, that they 

themfelves were bound, in their judicial capacity, to fol­
low the rules, which they, in conjunction with the king 

and commons, had efrabliilied in their lcgifiative *. It 

was alfo enaCl:ed, that every one lhould fwear to the per­

petual maintenance and fupport of the forfeitures and at­

tainders, and of all the other acts paffed during this par­

liament. The archbiihop of Canterbury added the penalty 

of excommunication, as a farther fecurity to thefe violent 

tranfatl:ions. 

I'T might naturaHy •be expetl:ed, that the king, being 13Sg. 

reduced to [uch fiavery by the combination of the princes 

and chief nobility, and having appeared fo unable to de-

fend his fervants from the cruel cffetl:s of their refent-

ment, would long remain in fubjeetion to them; and 

never would recover the royal power, without t!1e mo!l: 

violent fi:ruggles and convulfions : But the event proved 
contrary. In lefs than a twelvemonth, Richard, who 

was in his twenty-third year, declared in council, that, 

as he had now attained the full age!) which entitled him 

to govern by his own authority his kingdom and houfe-

' old, he refolved to excrcife his right of fovercignty i 

~ S ·~e note [DJ at the end of the volume. 

C+ and 
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c H A P. and when no one ventured to contradiCl: fo reafonable an 
~intention, he deprived Fitz-Alan archbilhop of Canter-

13~9· bury of the dignity of chancellor, and befiowed that high 
office on William of Wickham, biihop of "'\Vinchefl:er ; 
the bi!hop of Hereford was difplaced from the office of 
tn:afurer, the earl of 1\.rundel from that of admiral ; even 
the duke of Glocefl:er and the earl of Warwic were re­
moved for a time from the council : And no oppo­
fition was made to thefe great changes. The hifrory of 
this reign is imperfect, and little to be depended on; ex­
cept where it is fupported by public records : And it !s 
not eafy for us to affign the reafon of this unexpected 
event, Perhaps, fame fecret animofities, naturally to be 
expected in that fituation, had crecped in among the 
great men, and had enabled the king to recover his au­
thority. Perhaps, the violence of their former proceed­
ings had lofi them the affections of the people, who foon 
n·pcnt of any cruel extremities, to which they are car­
ried by their leaders. However th!s may be, Richard 
exercifed with moderation the authority which he had re­
fumed. He fecmed to be entirely reconciled to his uncles I 
and the other great men, of whom he had fo much reafoq 
to complain: He never attempted to rccal from banilh­
ment the duke of Ireland, whom he found fo obnoxious 
to them: He confirmed by proclamation the general 
p~rdon, 'Yhich the parliament had paffed for all offences: 
And he courted the affetl:ions of the people, by volun­
tarily remitting fome fubfiJies, which had been granted 
him; a remarkable, and almoft fingular infiance of fuch 
generofity. 

AFTER this compofure of domefi:ic Jifferences, and 
this rdtoration of the government to its naturF!l :ftate, 
here pa{fes an interval of eight years, which affords not 

many remarkable events. The duke of Lanc~fier re-

1 Dugdale, vol. ii. p. J 70, . ~ . 
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turned from Spain; having refigned to his rival an pre ... c H A P, 
a· XVII. 

tenfions to the crown of Cau1le upon payment of a large~ 
fum of money m, and having married his daughter, Phi- 1 31l 9• 

lippa, to the king of Portugal. The aut ority of this 
prince ferved to counterbalance that of the duke of Glo-
cefier, and fccured the power of Richard, who paid great 
court to his eldefi: uncle, by whom he had never been 
offended, and whom he found more moderate in his tem-
per than the younger. He made a ceffion tQ him for life 
of the dutchy of Guienne n, which the inclinations and 
chang~able humour of the Gafcons had refiored to the 
Englifu government; but as they remonfrrated loudly 
againfr this deed, it was final1y, with the duke's confent, 
revoked by Richard 0

• 'Ph ere happened an incident, 
which produced a diffention between Lanca:fl:er and his 
two brothers. After the death of the Spanifh princefs, 
he efpoufed Catharine Swineford, daughter of a private 
knight of Hainault, by whofe alliance, York and Glo-
cefrer thought the dignity of their family much injured : 
But the king gratified his uncle by paffing in parliament 
a charter of legitimation to the children whom that lady 
pad born him before marriage, and by creating the eldeft 
earl of Somerfet P. 

THE wars, meanwhile, which Richard had inherited 
with his crown, frill continued; though interrupted by 
frequent truces, according to the practice of that age, 
and condutl:ed w.ith little vigour, by reafon of the weak­
nefs of all parties. The French war was fcarcely heard 
of; the tranquillity of the northern borders was only in­
~errupted by one inroad of the Scots, which proceeded 
more from a rivaHhip between the two martial families of 
,Piercy and Douglas, than from any national quarrel : A 
fierce battle or ikirmifh was fought at Otterborne q' in 

m Knyghton, P• 2C17, Walfingham, p. 342. 
~ol. vii. p. 6 59• o Ibid. p. 687, 
?falfingham, p. 352. q 15th Auguft! 1388, 

n Rymer, 

P Cotton, P• 365. 

which 
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. c H A P. which young Picrcy, firnamed Hotfpur, from his impe-
xvn. k . r d D I fl . ~,...-..~ tuous valour, was ta en pruoner, an oug as ·am; 
1389. and the viCtory remained undecided r. Some infurrec­

tions of the Irifh obliged the king to make an expedition 
· into that country, which he reduced to obedience; and 
he recovered, in fome degree, by this enterprize, his cha­
raCter of courage, which had fuffcrcd a little by the in­
aCtivity of his reign. At lafl, the Englifh and French 

J 3g6. courts began to think in earneft of a lafiing peace; but 
found it fo difficult to adj ufi: their oppofitc pretenfions, 
that they were content to efiablifh a true~ of twenty-five 
years s : Brefi and Cherbourg :were reftorcd, the former 
to the dulce of Britanny, the latter to the king of Na­
varre : Both panies were left in poffeffion of aH the other 
places which they held at the time of concluding the 
truce: And .to render the ;tmity between the two crowns 
more durable, Richard, who was now a widower, was 
affianced to !fabella, the daughter of Charles t. This 
princefs was only feven years of age ; but the king agreed 
to fo unequal a match, chiefly that he might fortify 
himfelf by this alliance, againfl: the ent.erprizes of his 
uncles and the incurable tJJrbulence as well as incon­
ftancy of his barons. 

THE adminifi:ration of the king, though it was not, 
in this interval, fullied by any unpopular acr, except th~ 
feizing of the charter of London u, which was foon after 
refrored, tended not much to corroborate his authority; 
and his perfonal charaCl:er brought him into contempt, 
even. while his public government appeared, in ~ good 
meafure, unexceptionable. Indolent, profufe, addiB:ed to 
low pleafures; he fpent his whole time in feafiing and 
jollity, and diffipatcd, in idle ihow, or in bounties to fa­
vourites of no reputation, that revenue which the people 

r FroiffardJ liv. 3· chap. 124, 1z5, u.6. 
s Rymer, vo}. vii. p. 8zo. 

u Ibid. p. 7z.7. Walfin 0 h.1:n, P• 347· 

Wallingham, F· 355· 

t Ibid. _P· ~ 1 ~· 

expetl:c4 
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expetl:ed to fee him employ in enterprizcs direB:ed to C H A P. 
. XVII. 

public honour and advantage. He forgot hts rank by ad-~ 

mitting all men to his familiarity; and he was not fen- 1 396. 

fib le, that their acquaintance with the qualities of his 

mind was not able to imprefs them with the refpecr, 

which he negleCted to prefcrve from his birth and fiation. 

The earls of Kent and Huntingdon, his half brothers, 

were his chief conficlents and favourites; and though he 

never devoted himfelf to· them with fo profufe an affec-

tion as that with which he had formerly been att~chcd to 

the duke of Ireland, it was eafy for men to fee, that every 

grace patfed through their hznds, and that the king had 

rendered himfelf a mere cypher in the government. The 
fmall regard, which the public bore to his perfon, difpofed 

them to murmur againfi his adminifiration, and to receive 
with greedy cars every complaint, which the difcontented 

or amb.itious grandecs fuggefred to them. 

GLOCESTER foon perceived the advantages, which this 1 397· 
Cabab of 

ditfolute conduct gave him ; and finding, that both re- the duke of 

fentment and jealoufy on the part of his nephew fiill pre- Glocefier. 

vented · him from acquiring any afcendant over that prince, 
he determined to cultivate his popularity with the nation, 

and to revenge himfelf on thofe who eclipfed him in fa-

vour and authority. He feldom appeared at court or in 

council : He never declared his opinion but in order to 
aifapprove of the meafures embraced by the king and 

his favourites : And he courted the friendfhip of every 

man, whom difappointment or private refentment had 
rendered an enemy to the admini11ration. The long 

truce with France was unpopular with the Englifh, who 

breathed nothing but war ag.ainfl: that hofiilc nation; and 

.Gloceficr took care to encourage all the vulgar preju-
dices, which prevailed on this fubjcCl:. Forgetting the 

'misfortunes, v;!1ich attended the Englilh arms during the 
· later 
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c f A P. later years of Edward ; he made an invidious comparifo 
·nr. · h · d I · n· · f 1,._ ~or--' between the glories oft at re~gn an t 1e mal:.[lVJty o tut: 

. $7· prefcnt, and he lamented that Richard fhould have dege­
nerated fo much from the heroic virtues by; which his father 
and h !s grandfather were difringuilhcd. 'I'hc military 
men were inflamed with a defire of war, when they heard 
him talk of the fignal viCtories formerly obtained, and of 
the eafy prey which might be made of French riches 
by the fuperior valour of the Englifh: The populace rea­
dily embraced the fame fentiments: And all men ex­
claimed, that this prince, whofe counfels were fo much 
negleCted, was the true fupport of Englilh honour, and 
alone able to raife the nation to its former power and 
fplendor. His great abilities, his popular manners, his 
princely extraction, his immenfe riches, his high office of 
confrable w; all thefe advantages, not a little affifred by 
his want of court-favour, gave him a mighty authority in 
the kingdom, and rendered him formidable to Richard 
and his miniH:ers. 

FRoiSSARD x, a contemporary writer and very impar­
tial, but whofe credit is fomewhat impaired by his want 
of exaB:nefs in material facts, afcribes to the duke of 
Glocefrer more defperate views, and fuch as were totally 
.incomp2.tible with the government and domefiic tranquil­
lity of the nation. According to that hifrorian, he pro­
pofed to hi') nephew, Roger Mortimer, earl of Marche, 
~vhom Richard had declared his fuccelfor, to give him 
immediate polfeffion of the throne, by the depofition of a 
prince, fo unworthy of power and authority: And when 
Mortimer declined the projeCt, he refolved to make a 
partitiOn of the kingdom between himfelf, his two bro­
thers, and the earl of Arundel ; and entirely to dif­
pofi~Is Richard of the crown. The king it is faid beino-
• t: ' b 
1111 ormed of thefe defign s, faw rh at either his own ruin 

w Rymer, vol. vii. p. 1 5:z. x Liv. 4• ch~p. 86, 

or 
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or that of Glocefter was inevitaBle; and he refolved, by C XH A
1 

P. 
' I. 

a hafty blow, to prevent the execution of fuch deftruB:ive '--..,--J 

projeCts. This is certain, that Glocefter, by his own 1 3l7• 

confeffion, had often affected to fpeak contemptuoufly of 
die king's perfon and government; had deliberated con-

cerning the lawfulnefs of throwing off allegiance to him ; 
and had even born part in a fecret conference, where his 
depofition was propofed, and talked of, and determined Y : 

But it is reafonable to think, that his fchemes were not 
fo far advanced as to make him refolve on putting them im­

mediately in execution. The danger, probably, was fl:ill 

too difrant to render a defperate remedy entirely necdfary 

for the fecurity of government. 
BuT whatever opinion we may form of the danger arifing 

from G1ocefi:er's confpiracies, his averfion to the French 
truce and alliance was public and avowed; and that court, 

which had now a great infiuence over the ki 1g, pu!hed 
him to provide for his own fafety, by punifuing the trai­
terous defigns of his uncle. The refentment againfi: his 
former aCts of violence revived; the fenfc of his refrac­
tory and uncompliant behaviour was frill recent; and a 

man, whofe ambition had once ufurped royal authority) 
and who had murdered all the faithful fervants of the 
king, was thought capable, on a favourab!e opportunity,. 
of renewing the fame criminal enterprizes. !'he king's 
precipitate temper admitted of no deliberation : He or­

dered Glocefter to be unexpetlfdly arrefl:ed; to be hurried 
on board a £hip which was lying in the river; and to be 
carried over to Calais, where alone, by reafon of his nume-

Y Cotton, p. 3;S. Tyrrel, vol. iii. part:. p. 972, from the records. Par­

liamentary Hiftory, vol. i. p. 4i3· That this confdf:on was genuine, and 

obtained without violence, may be entirely dep:nded on. Judge Rickhill who 

brought it over from Calais, was tried on that account, and acquitted in the 

tirft parliament of Henry IV. when Glocefi:er's party was prevaler.t. His ac­

(J.Uittal, not'withftanding his innocence, may even appear m<:rv Ileus, cor,tidcr­

ing the times, See Cotton, p. 393• 

rous 
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C H A P. rous partizans, he could fafeJy De uetained in cufiody t: 
~The earls of Arundel and W arwic were feized at the 

1397· fame time: The malcontents, fo fuddenly deprived of 
their leaders, were afl:onifhcd and overawed: And the 
concurrence of the dukes of Lancafrer and York in thofe 
meafures, together with the earls of Derby and Rutland, 
the eldefr fons of thcfe princes a' bereaved them of all 
poffibility of relifl:ance. 

A PARLIAMENT was immediately fummoned at Weft~ 

17th Sept. minfl:er; and the king doubted not to .find the peers, and 
frill more the commons, very compliant with his will. 
This houfe had in a former parliament given him very 
fenfible proofs of their attachment* ; and the prefent 
fuppreffion of Glocefier's party made him frill more af­
fured of a favourable eleetion. As a farther expedient 
for that purpofe, he is alfo faid to have employed the in­
fluence of the fheriffs ; a praCl:ice which, though not un ... 
ufual, gave umbrage, but which the efi:abliilied authority 
of that affembly rendered afterwards fiill more familiar to 
the nation. Accordingly, the parliament paffed whatever 
ach the king was pleafed to diClate to them b : They an­
nulled for ever the commiffion which ufurped upon the royal 
f:!uthority, and they declared it treafonable to attempt, in 
any future period, the revival of any fimilar commiffion c : 

They abrogated all the acts, which attainted the king's 
minifrers, and which that parliament who paffed them, 
and the whole nation, had fworn inviolably to maintain : 
And they declared the general pardon then granted to be 
invalid, as extorted by force, and never ratified by the 
free confent ~£ the king. Though Richard, after he re­
fumed the government, and lay no longer under confl:rairrt, 

z Fro lfard, liv, 4· chap. 90. W .. lling. p. 354• a Rymer
1 

\'ol. viii. p. 7• • See note (E] at the end of the volume. 
b The nobles brought numerous retainers with t!1em to give them (ecurity. 

as we arc told by Waltingham, p. 354· The king had only a few Cheihire 
men for his f;Uard. c Stiltutus at Larie, :z.x Richard H. 

had 
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had voluntarily, by proclamation, confirmed that general c H A P.-
• 11 r d . I . XVII. indemnity; this circumnance teemc not, m t 1e1r eyes,~ 

to merit any confideration. Even a particular pardon 1397· 

granted fix years after to the earl of ArundeJ, was an-
nulled by parliament; on pretence, that it had been pro-
cured by furprize, and that the king Wa3 not then fully 
apprized of the degree of guilt incurred by that no· 
bleman. 

THE commons then preferred an impeachment againft 
Fitz-Alan, archbiiliop of Canterbury, and brother to 
Arundel, and accufed him for his concurrence in pro­

curing the illegal commiffion, and in attainting the king's 
m:nill:ers. The primate pleaded guilty; but as he was 
proteCted by the ecclefiafiical privileges, the king was 
fatisfied with a fentence, which banilhed him the king­
dom, and fequefiered his temporalities d. An appeal or 
accufation was prefented againfr the duke of Glocefier, 
and the earls of Arundel and Warwic, by the earls of 
Rutland, Kent, Huntingdon, Somerfet, Salifbury, and 
1~ ottingham, together with the lords Spencer and Scrape, 
and they were accufed of t!1c fame crimes which had been 
imputed to the archbiiliop, as well as of their appearance 
againfl: the king in a hofiilc manner at Haringay-park. 
1~he ear1 of Arundel, who was brought to the bar, wifely 
confined all his defence to the pleading of both the gene­
ral and pat ticular pardon of the king; but his plea being 
over-ruled, he was condemned, and executed e. The 
earl of vVarwic, who was al.fo convicted of high treafon, 
w:1s, on account of his fubmiffive behaviour, pardoned as 
to his life, but doomed to perpetual banifhrnent in the Ifle 
of .!'.-I an. No new atl:s of treafcm were imputed to either 
of thefe nob_cmen. The only crimes, for which they 
were conJcmncd, were the old attempts agalnfr the crown, 
\vhich fecmed to be obliterated, both by the difiance of 

d Co·t n, p. ;68, 
W.tltin~. p. 354· 

e Ibid. p. 3i7• FroiiLrd, li~. 4· chap. go. 

7 time, 
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c H A P. time, and by repeated pardons r. The reafons of thi9 
XVII. . . . d'ffi l . [l. Th '--v---' method of procecdmg, It IS 1 cu t to COl1JCt:.LUre. e 
l397· .rec~;nt confpiracics of Gloccfter feem certain from his own 

confeffion: But, perhaps, the king and miniflry had not, 
at that time, in their hands, any fatisfaetory proof of their 

reality; perhaps, it was difficult to convitl: Arundel and 
VI arwic, of any participation in them ; perhaps, an en­
quiry into thefe confpiracies would have involved in the 
guilt fome of thofe great noblemen, who now concurred 
with the crown, and whom it was neceffary to cover from 
all imputation; or perhaps, tlie king, according to the 
genius of the age, was indifferent about maintaining even 
the appearance of law and equity, and was only felici­
tous by any means to enfure fuccefs in thefe profecutions. 
This point, like many others in ancient hifiory, we are 
obliged to leave altogether undetermined. 

Murder of A wARRANT was iffucd to the earl Marlhal, gover-
, the duke of f C 1 . b . h d k f Gl 1l. • Glocefier. nor o a a1s, to nng over t e u e o oceuer, In 

order to his trial; but the governor returned for anfwer,. 
that the duke had died fuddenly of an apoplexy in that 
fortrefs. Nothing could be more fufpicious, from the 
time, than the circumfrances of that prince's death: It 
became immediately the general opinion, that he was 
murdered by orders from his nephew: In the fubfequent 
reign undoubted proofs were produced in parliament, that 
he had been fuffocatcd with pillows by his k~epers g: And 
it appeared, that the king, apprehenfive left the public trial 
and execution of fo popular a prince, and fo near a rela­
tion, might prove both dangerous and invidious, had 
taken this bafe method of gratifying, and, as he fancied,. 
concealing, his revenge upon him. Both parties, in 
their fucceffive triumphs, feem to have had no farther 
concern than that of retaliating upon their adverfaries .1 

f Tyrrel, vol. iii. part :1. F• 968. from the records. 
P• 3-99, 400. Dugclale, vol, ii. p. I 71. 

g Cotton, 

6 and 
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uird neither of them were aware, that, by imitating, theyC H A P. 

indirectlY, j u!l:ificd, as far as it lay in their power, all the~ 
illegal violence of the oppofite party. 1397• 

THIS feffion con~luded with the creation or advance­
ment of feveral peers: The earl of Derby was made duke 
of Hereford.; the earl of Rutland, duke of Albemarle; 
the ea'r1 of Kent, duke of Surrey; the earl of Hunting­
don, duke of Exeter; the earl of Nottingham, duke of 
Norfolk; the earl of Somerfet, marquis of Dorfet; lord 
Spenfer, earl of Gloce!l:er; Ralph Nevil, earl of Wefr­
morelarid; Thomas Piercy., earl ofvVorce!l:er; William 

Scrape, earl of vViltfhire h, 'rhe parliament, after a 
feffion of twelve days, ·was adjourned to Shrewfbury. 
The king, before the departure of the members, exacted 
from them an oath for the perpetual maintenance and e!l:a­
bJilhment of all their acts; an oath, fimilar to that which 
had formerly been required by the duke of Glocefrer and 
his party, and which had already proved fo vain and 
fruitlefs. 

BoTH king and parliament met in the fame difpofitions 139!. 

at Shrewfbury. So anxious was Richard for the fecurity zSth Jan. 

of thefe aCts, that he obliged the lords and commons to 
f we:u anew to them on the crofs of Canterbury i ; and 
he foon after procured a bull from the pope, by which 
they were, as he imagined, perpetua1ly fecured and efra-
blif11ed k, The parliament, on the other hand, conferre4 
on him for life the duties on wool, wool-fells, and lea-
ther, and granted him befides, a fubfidy of one tenth and 
a half, and one fifteenth and a half. They alfo reverfed 
the attainder of Trefilian and the other judges; and with 
the approbation of the prefent judges, declared the an-
fwers, for which thefe magifi:rates had been impeached~ 

&!. Cotton, P• 3iO, 371. i Ibid. p. 37I• !.: Waiting. 

F· 355• 
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c H l1 P. to be juft and legal': And they carried fo far their l"e"' 

~ trofpeCl: as to reverfe, on ~he petition of lord ~pen fer,: 
J J93· earl of Glocefier, the attamder pronounced agamfi the· 

two Spenfers in the reign of Edward II m. The ancient 

hifiory of England is nothing but a catalogue of reverfals : 
Every thing is in fluCl:uatien and movement: One fac­
tion is continually undoing what was efbbli1hed by an­
other: And the multiplied oaths, wbkh each party 
exaCl:ed for the fecurity of the prefent aCl:s, betray a per-' 

petual confcioufnefs of their infiabi]ity. 

THE parliament, before they were ditrolved, eletled' a 

committee of twe-lve lords and fix common.ers '', whom 
they invefied with the whole power both of lords ancf 
commons,. and endowed with full authority to finilh all' 

bufinefs, which had been laid before the houfes, and 

which they had not had leifure to bring to a conclufion 9 •• 

This was an unufual conceffion; and' though it was li­
mited in the objeCt, might, either immediately or as a. 
precedent,. ha.ve proved dangerous to the confiitution:. 

But the caufe of that extraordinary meafure was an event 
fingular and unexpeCted, which engaged the attention of 
the parliament. 

AFTER the defhuction of the duke of Glocefler and' 

the heads of that party, a mifundcrftanding broke out 

among thofe noblemen, who had joined in the profecu­

tion; and the king wanted either authority fufficient t() 

appeafe it, or forefight to prevent it. The duke of Here­
ford appe:~.red in parliament, and accufed the duke of Nor-

1 Statu tea at large, 2.1 Rich, II. n\ Cotton, p. 3 72, 

n The names of the corr.miffione·s were, the dukes ef Lancaft:?r, York, 

Albemarle, Surrey, and Exeter, the marquis of Dorfer, the earls of March, 

Salifbury, Northumberland, Gloccfier, Winchefler, and \Viltihil'f', John 

Butfey, Henry Green, J<~hn Rutlel, Robert Teyne, Henry Che!mefwid~e, 
and John Golofre. It is to be remarked, that the duke of Lancaflt"r alwa}S 

eoncurrred with the refl: in all their proceedings, even in the banilhment of 

his fon, which was afterwards fo much compl01ined of, 

o Cotton, p. 377.• Walfin::; . p. 355', 
folk 
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fo1k of having fpoken to him, in private, many rtanderous c H A P. 

words of the king, and of having imputed to that prince~ 
an intention of fubverting: and deftroying many of his 1398. 

principal nobility P. Norfolk denied the charge, gave 
Hereford the lie, and offered to prove his own innocence by 
duel. The challenge was accepted: The time and place 
of combat were appointed : And as the event of this im-
portant trial by arms might 1cquire the interpofition of 

.legillative authority, the parliament thought it more fuit­
able to delegate their power to a committee, than to pro­
Jong the fcffion beyond the ufual time which cufi:om and 
general convenience had prefcribed to it q• 

THE duke of Hereford was certainly very little delicate 
in the point of honour, when he revealed a private con­
verfation to the ruin of the perfon who had entrufi:ed 
him; and we may thence be more inclined to believe the 
duke of N orfolk,s denial, than the other's affeveration. 
But Norfolk had in thefe tranfaB:ions betrayed an equal 
neglect of honour, which brings him entirely on a Jevel 
with hi3 antagonifi:. Though he had publicly joined 
with the duke of Glocefi:er and his party in all the for­
mer aB:s of violence againfr the king; and his name 
fiands among the appellants who accufed the duke of Ire .. 
land and the other minifi:ers : Yet was he not a!hamed 
publicly to impeach his f@rmer affociates for the very 
crimes, which he had concurred with them in commit­
ting; and his name encreafes the lift of thofe appellants 
who brought them to a triaL. Such were the principles 
~nd pratlices of thofe ancient knights and barons during 
the prevalence of the ari!l:ocratical government, and the 
.reign of chivalry. 

P Cotton, p. 372. Parliamentary hitl:ory, vol. i. p. 490. 
<t In the firft year of Henry VI. when the authority of parliament was 

treat, and when that affembly <ould leafl: be fufpefletl of 1) ing unJer vio~ 

lence, a like conceffion was made to th! privy council from like motives of 
'COnl'enknce, See Cotton, p. 564. 

D 2 THr. 
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c H ! P. THE lifis for this decifion of truth and right were ap'.o~ 

~~pointed at Coventry before the king : All the nobility of 

I 

139l. England bandied into parties, and adhered either to the 
one duke or the other: 'l'hc whole nation was held in 
fu[pence with regard to the event: But when the two 
champions appeared in the field, accoutered for the com­
bat, the king interpofed, to prevent both the prefent ef­
fufion of fuch noble blood, and the future confequences 
of the quarrel. By the aclvice and authority of the par­
liamentary commiffioners, he flopped the duel; and to 
1how his impartiality, he ordered, by the fame authority, 
L·oth the combatants to leave the kingdom r; affigning one 
country for the place of Norfolk's exile, which he declar­
ed perpetual, another for that of Hereford, which he 
limited to ten years. 

HEREFORD was a man of great prudence and command 

of temper; and he behaved himfelf with fo much fub­

miffion in thefe delicate circumfiances, that the king, be­
fore his departure, promifed to iliorten the term of his 
exile four years; and be alfo granted him letters patent, 
by which he was empowered, in cafe any inheritance 
fhould in the interval accrue to him, to enter immedi­
ate] y in pofleffion, and to pofipone the doing of homage 
till his return. 

tJnifhnent 
of Hen-y 
duke ol 

THE weakncfs and fluB:uation of Richard's counfeJs 
appear no where more evident than in the conduB: of this 
affair. No fooner had Hereford left the kingdom, than 
the king's jealoufy of the power-and riches of that prince's 
farnil y revived; and he was fenfible, that, by Glocefi:er's 
death, he had only removed a counterpoife to the Lancaf• 
trian interefr, which was now become formidable to his 
crown and kingdom. Being informed, that Hereford had 
entered into a treaty of marriage wrth the daughter of the 
duke of Berry, uncle to the French king, he determined 

Berducl, 

r Cotton, f• 380. Walfingham, p. 35S. 

to 
9 
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to prevent the finilhing of an alliance, which would fo C H A P. 

h cl h . . a fh" fi . r . )(VH. muc exten t e mteren o 1scou m m tOreJgn countries; '--v----J 
and he fcnt over the earl of Saliibury to Paris with a 1 : 99· 

commiffion for that purpofe,. The death of the duke of 3d F;!>. 

Lancafl:er, which happe~ed foon after, called upon him 
to take new refolutions with rrgard to that opulent fuc-

ceffion. The prefent duke, in confequence of the king's 
patent, defired to be put in poffeffion of the efrate and jn­

rifdiuions of his f:lther: But Richard, afraid of ftrength-
cning the hands of a man, whom he had already fo much 
ofi~nded, applied to the parliamentary commiffioners, and 
perfuadcd them, that this alfair was but an appendage to 
that bufinefs which the parliament had delegated tp 

them. By their authority, he revoked his letters patent, 
and retained poffeffion of the efiate of Lancafter: And b.y 
~he fame authority, he feizcd and tried the duke's attor-
ney, who had procured and infilled on the letters, and he 
had him condemned as a traitor, for faithfully executing 
t:hat trufl to his mafl:er 5

• An extravagant act qf power! 
. even though the king changed, in favour· of the attorney~ 
the p~nalty of death into that of banilhment. 

HENRY, the new duke of Lancafler, had acquired, by 
his conduct and abilities, the efi:eem of the public; ar.d 
having fcrved with diflinction againft the infidels in Li­
th'-!ania, he had joined to his other praifes thofe of piety 
and valour1 virtues which have at all times a great influ­
ence over mankind, and were, during thofe ages, the 
qualities chiefly held in efiimation r. He was connected 
with mofl of the principal nobility by blood, alliance, or 
friendlhip; and as the injury, done him by the king, 
.might in its confequences affect all of them, he eafily 

: b_rought them, by a fenfe of common intereft, to take part 
~n his refentment. 'rhe people, who mu_ft have an ob­

·~eCl: of affection, who found ~ot?ing ir: .the ~ing's.perfon, 
~ Tyrrd, vol. iii. part~· p. ggr, from the retords, 

~am, P· 343• . . 

DJ 
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c H A P. which they could love or revere, and who were even dif· 
~ gufted with many parts of his conduCt u, eafily transfer-

1399· red to Henry that attachment, which the death of the 

duke of Glocefler had left without any fixed direction. 

His misfortunes were lamented; the injuftice, which h~ 

had fuffered, was complained of; and all men turned 
their eyes towards him, as the only perfon that could re­

trieve the loft honour of the nation, or redrefs the fuppofed 

Return of 
Henry, 

abuf~s in the government. 
WHILE fuch were the difpofitions of the people:~ Ri; 

charp had the imprudence to embark for Ireland, in order 

to revenge the death of his coufin, Roger earl of M arc he~ 
tqe prefumptive ~eir of the crown, whq had lately bee(\ 

flain in a fkirmilh by the natives; and he thereby ~eft 

the kingdom of England open tq ;he attempts of his pro~ 

4thJ~ly~ vo~ed and ampitious enemy. Henry~ embarking at 
N antz with a retinue qf fixty perfons, amqng whom 

were the arc4bi~op of Canterbury and the young earl of 

A~undel~ nephew ~o that prelate, landed at Ravenfpur in 

Yorkfhire; and was immediattly joined by the earls of 

N orthu~berland and Weftmoreland·~ two of the moft po­

tent barons in England. He here. took a folemn oath~ 
that he had no other purpofe in this inv;1fion, than to re­
fOYer the dutchy of L~ncafier, unj ufi:ly detained from 

pim ~ ai!d he invited all his friends in England, and all 
lovers of their country, to fecond him in this reafonabl~ 
and moderate pretenfion. Every place was in commo­

~ion : The rnalconten ts if1 all quarters flew to a~ms : 

li He levied fines upon tho(e who h1d ten ) ears b•{ore joined the duke r f 
~loceller and his party; They were obli~ed to pay him money, btfo;e he 

~ould allow them to enjoy the benefit of the indemnity; anrl in tl e a•ticlts 

of charge againll ilim, it is anerted, that the payment of one fine did nut fur:. 
ti~e. It is ind~ed Hkel,r, that his mimHers wrtllld ahufc the power pu~ i;•o 

t~eir hands; and this grievance e~tended to very ~~ny fteeplc. H 1ff01 ian11 

:agrtoe in repref:nting this practi~e as a t;reat oppreilion. See Otter~urne, 
$. 'i.9~ 

London 
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'London difcovered the firongeft fymptoms of its difpofi .. C H A P. 

tion to mutiny and rebellion : And Henry's army, en-~ 
.creafing on every day~s march, foon amounted to the num- l399· 

·her of 6o,ooo combatants. 
THE duke of Y-ork was left guardian of the realm; a G~>neral in-

1 h. h h' b' h · · 1 cl h' b h' h b · furre!Uon • . p ace to w tc 1s ut 111t1t e tm, ut w 1c oth h1s 

;Jlender abilities, and ·his natural connexions with the 

.duke of Lancafier, rendered him utterly incapable of 

:filling in fuch a dangerous emergency. Such of the chief 

-nobility, as were att~ched to the crown, and could t;ither 
have feconded the guardian's good intentions, or have 

;overawed hrs infidelity, had attendedthe,king into Ireland .. ; 
·and the efforts of ·Richard's friends were every where 

,more feeble than thofe of his enemies. The duke of 
York, however, appointed the rendczvqus of pis forces 

: ~t St. Albans, and foon ~ffembled an army of 4o,ooc 
men; but found them entirely deftitute of .zeal and at­

,tachment to the royal caufe, and more inclined to join 

~the party of the rebels, oRe hearkened therefore very rea­
.dily to a meffage from Hcnr:y, ,who entreated him not to 
oppofe a loyal and humble fupplicant in the recovery of 

his legal pattimony; ana the guardian even declared pub-

. :licly that he would fecond his ,nephew in fo reafonable a 

lequefr. ·His army embraced with accbmations the fame 

:meafures ; and the duke of.Lancafter, reinforced by them, 
,was now entirely mail:er of the .kingcom. He haficncd 

~t~ Briftol~ .~pto which fo~e of the king's minifiers had 

·thrown themfel ves; and foon obliging that .place to .fur­

.render, he yielded to the popu:Iar wifhes, and without 

giving them a trial, ordered the earl of Wilt!hire, St-r 
John Buffy, and Sir Henry Green, whom he there took 

prifoners, to be led to immediate execution. 

THE king, receiving intc1lig,ence of this invafion and 

.infurreClion, haftened over from Ir-eland, and landed in 
Milford Haven with a body of 20,000 men: But even 

.D 4 this 
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· c H A r. this armjr, fo much inferior to the 'enemy, was either 
' "VH J b' . f h k' d. . ~overawed by the genera corn matwn o t e mg om, ?r 

:1399· feized with the fame fpirit of difaffeetion; and they gradu­
ally deferted him, till he found that he had not abo ;e 
6ooo men, who followed his frandard. It appeared,, 
therefore, neceffary to retire fecretly from this fmall body, 
which ferved only to expofe him to danger; and he fled 
to the ifle of Anglefea, where he purpofed to embark 
either for Ireland or France, and there await the favourable 
opportunities, which the return of his fubjeCts to a f~nfe 
of duty, or their futur~ difcontents againfi the duke ~f 
I .. ancafl:er, would probably afford him. Henry, fenfible 
of the danger; fent to him the earl of Northumberland 
with the frrongefr profeffions of loyalty and fubmiffion; 
and that nobleman, by treachery and falfe oaths, made 
himfelf mafl:er of the king~s perfon, and carried him ~o 

· his enemy at Flint Cafrle. Richard was conducted ~o 
Jfi Sept. London, by the duke of Lancafl:er, who was there re­

ceived with the acclamations of the mutinous populace. 
It is pretended, that the recorder met him on the roaq ; 
and in the name of the city, entreated him, for the pub­
lic fafety, to put Richard to ·death, with all his adhere11ts 
who were prifoners w; but the duke prudently -determined 
to make many others participate in his guilt, before ~e 
would proceed to thofe extremities. For this purpofc, 
he iffued writs of eleCtion in the king's name, and ap.: 
pointed the immediate meeting of a parliament at "'\V eft .. 
minfier. · · . ' · 

· SucH of the peers, as were mofl devoted to the kif\g, 
were either fled or imprifoned; and no opponents, even: 
among the barons, dared to appear againfi: Henry, amidft 
that fcene of outrage and violence, which commonly at­
tends revolutions, efpecially ·in England during thofe 
h~rbulent ages. It is alfo ea(y to imagine, that a houfe of 

w Walfingham. 

tommons~ 
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ommons, elected during this univerfal ferment, and this c H A , . xvn. 

triumph of the Lancatlnan party, would be extrerpely ~ 
attached to that caufe, and ready to fecond every fug·- H99· 

geil:ion of their leaders. That order, being as yet of too 
little weight to frem the torrent, was always carried along 
with it, and ferved only to encreafe th~ violence, which 
the public interefi: required it fhould endeavour to con- · 
troul. The cl uke of Lancafrer ~herefare, fenfible that he Depolition 
n. Id b · 1 11. b · h. . h of the kin& ~!JOU c entire y man:er, egan to carry IS VIews to t e 
crown itfelf; and he deliberated with his partizans con-
~~rning the m~fr pr~per means of effetl:ing his daring 
purpofe. He .firfi extorred a refignation from Richard x; 
put as he knew, that this deed would plainly appear the 
refult of force and fear, he alfo purpofed, notwithitand- zSth Sept. 

~P.g ~he danger of the precedent to himfelf and his pofl:e-
rity, to have him folemnly dcpofed in parliament for his 
pretended tyranny and mifconduet. "A charge, confifring 
of thirty-three articles, was accordingly drawn up againft . 
~1i!TI, a~d prefented to that aifembly Y. · 

!F we examine thefe articles, which are expreiTed with 
extreme acrimcny againfl: Richard, we 1hall find, that, 
~xcept fome ra~ (peeches which are imputed to him z, 
and of whofe reality, as they are faid to have paifed in 
private convcrfation, we may rcafonably entertain fome 
doubt; the chief amount of the charge is contained in 
his v·iolent conduct during the two lafl: years of his reign, 
~nd naturally divides itfelf into two principal heads. The 
tirfr and mofl: confiderable is the reveng~, which he took 
~n the princes and great barons, who had formerly ufurp­
ed, and fr.ill perfevered in controuling and threatening, his 
authority; the f~cond is the violation of the laws and 
general privileges of his people. But the former, how­
ever irregular in many of its circumfl:ances, was fully 
~ ., ~ ., - I 

" Knygbton, p. 2.744· Otterburn~, p. 2.12. Y Tyrrel, vol. iii. 
pa[t 2.. p.. lloo8, from th~. rrcordf, Kny~hton, P• 2]46. Otterbume, 
f • ~•4 • z Art. J6, zei. · 

fupported 
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c- H A P. fupported by authority of parliament, and was but a copy 
~of the violence, which the princes and barons themfelves, 

/ 

lJ99· during their former triumph, had exerci[ed againft him 
and his party. The detention of Lancafter's eftate was, 
properly fpeaking, a pevocation, by parliamentary autho­
rity, of a gra~e, which the king himfelf had formerly 
granted him. The murder of Glocefter (for the fecret 
~xec~ion, however merited, of that prince, certainly de­
ferves this appellation) was a private deed, formed not 
any precedent, and implied not any ufurped or arbitrary 
power of the crown, which could jufi:ly give umbrage tG 
the people. It really proceeded from a defeCt of power 
:in the king, rather than from his ambition; and proves, 
that, infi:ead of being dangerous t.o the confti.tution, he 
poffdfed not even the authqrity neceifary for the execu.­
tio~ of the laws. 

CoNCERNING tl)e fecond head of accufation, as it 
moftly confifts of general facts, as framed by Richard'& 

• inveterate enemies, and was never allowed to be anfwere4 
by him or his friends; it is more diffl.cu]t to form a judg ... 
ment. The greater part of thefe gr;evances, imputed to 

j{ichard., feems to be t·he exertion of arbitrary preroga­
'tives; fuch as the difpenfing power'\ levying purvey­
ance b, employing the marihal's .court c, extorting loans d

1 
granting protections from law-fuits e; prerogatives, which, 
tho~gh often .complained of, had often been exercifed by 
his predeceffors, and ftill continued to be fo by his fuc­
.ceffors. But whether his inegular asSts of this kind were 
more frequent, a.od inj .udic1ous, and violent than ufual, 
or were only laid hold qf and exaggerated, by th~ 
factions, to which the wea.knefs of his reio-n had o-iven 

• 0 0 

birth, we are not able at this diftance to determine with 
tcertainty. There is howeve1· one circuiT,l.!tance, in whic~ 

a Art • . IJ. 17, IS. 
i Art . .14. 

b Art, 2.2. 

e Art. IP. 
e Art. 27. 

his 
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his conduCt: is vifibly different from that of his grand .. c H A P. 

H . r. d f h . . r. d b. XVII. father: e IS not accu1e o avmg 1mpo1e one ar ttrary"-"v--'_ 
tax, without confent of parliament, during his whole J399• 

reign f : Scarcely a year paired during the reign of Ed-
ward, which was free frqm complaints with regard to this 
dangerous exertion of authority. But~ perhaps, the af-
q:ndant, which Edward had acquired over the people, to-
gether with his great prudence, enabled him to make a 
}.lfe very advantageous to his fubjeCls of this and other 
arbitrary prerogatives, and rendered them a fmaller grie-
vance in his hands, than a lefs abfolute authority in thofc 
of his grandfon. This is a point, which it would be ralh 
for us to decide pofitively on either fide; but it is cert:tin, 
that a charge, drawn up by the duke of Lancafter, and 
affented to by a parliament, fituated in thofe circum-
il.anccs, forms no manner of prefumption with regard to 
the unufual irregularity or violence of the king's condu~ 
in this particular g. 

vVHEtl the charge againfl: Richard was prefented to the 
parliament, though it was liable, almoft in every article, 
to objeClions, it was not canva!fed, nor examined, nor 
pifputcd in either houfe, and feemed to be received with 
ur.iverfal approbation. One man alone, the biiliop of 
Carli!le, had the courage, amidfr tl1is general difloyalty 
r.nd violc!lce, to appear in defence of his unhappy mafl:er, 
and to plead his caufe againft all the power of the prevail­
ing party. 'rhou;h fome topics, employed by that vir­
tttous prelate, may ~em to favour too much the doCtrine 

f We learn frnm Cotton, p. 36~, that the king, by his chancellor, told 
the commons, ,hat tl ey 'U.!_tre Jt!nderly bound to him, and namely in forbearirg 

to cbar1.e them witb dfmes ar.d .fifteens, the wbicb be meflnt no more to 'bar le 

t/;em in h.s vwn ft JQ1l Thefc words no mr,re al uJe to the pra~lite of his 
predeceflim: He h·.d nut hirnf~Jf impofed any arbitrary taxes: Even the par­

liarrent, in the articles of his depcfition, though they complain of l_leavy 

~axes, affirm not that they were impofed illegally or by arbitury will. 
~ See llole Lf o~t the end pf the volume. 

trf 
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C FI A P. of paffive obedienre, and to make too large a facrifice Qf 
~the rights of mankind; he was naturally pufhed intq tlr~t 
• J'9?· extreme by his abhorrence of the prefent licenti~us fac • 

. ' tions; and fuch intrepiJity, as well as difinterefrednefs of 

behaviour, proves, that, whatever his fpeculative princip!~s 
were, his heart was elev~ted far above the meannefs aqd 
abject fubm~ffiqn of a flave. He reprefented to the parli­
ament, that all the abufes of government, which could 
jufl:ly be imputed to Richard, infread of amounting to ty-
farmy, we1e merely the refult of error, youth, or mifguided 
counfel, and ad~ittcd of a remedy, more eafy and falutary, 
than a total fu!werfion of t~e confiitution. That even 

had they he~p much more violent and dangerous th~11 

they really were, they had chie?y proceeded from form~r 
examples of refifiance, which, making the prince fenfible 
of his precarious fituation, ha~ obliged him to efiablilh 
his th,rone l?y irregular and arbitrary expedients. That 
a reb,.,llious difpofition in fubjcCl:s was the principal cat~fe 
of tyranny in k\ngs: Laws could never fecure the fubjeCt, 
whicli did not give fecurity to the lovereign: And if the 
maxim of iJ;lViolable loyalty, which fQrmed the bafis 9f 
the Engli£h government, were once rejected, the p~ivi­
lcges, belonging to the feveral orders of the fiate, infread 
of being fortified by that licentioufnefs, would thereby 
lofe the fureft foundation ~f their force and ftability. 
That the parliamentary depoG.tion of Edwar~ II. far 
from making a prece~ent, which <;ould controul this 
maxim, was only an example of fucce(sful violen<;e; ar:1d 
it was fufficiently to be lamented, that crimes were fo 
often committed in the world, without efiabli,iliing prin,­
ciples which might jufiify and authorize them. That 

·even th~t precedent, falfe and dangerous as it was, could · 
never warrant the prefent exceffes, ·which were fo much 
gre~ter '· and V:hic~ would entail difiraCl:ion and miier:y 
on the nation, to the lateft pofierity. That the f.uc-

ceffion~ . 
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"dlion, at 1eaft, of the crown, was then preferved invio- C fl A I'. 
Jat~ : The lineal heir was placed on the throne: And the, X~ 
people had an opportunity, by their legal obedience to 1399· 

him, of making atonement for the violence, which they 
had committed againfr his predeceffor. That a defcend .. 
ant of Lionel, duke of Clarence, the elder brother of the 
late duke of Lancnfi:er; hat! been declared in parliament 
fucceffor to the crown : He had left pofi:erity : And their 
title, however it might be overpowered by prefent force 
and faction, could never be obliterated from the minds of 
the people. That if the turbulent difpofition alone of 
the nation had overturned the well-efiablilhed throne of 
r~ good a prince as Richard; what bloody commotions 
muft enfue, when the fame caufe was united to the mo .. 
tive of reftoring the legal and undoubted heir to his 
authority? That the new government, intended to be 
efiablilhed, would ftand on no principle; and would 
fcarccly retain any pretence, by which it could challenge 
the obedience of n:en of fenfe and virtue. That the 
claim of lineal defcent was fo grofs as fcarcely to deceive 
the moft ignorant of the populace: Conquefr could ne-
ver be pleaded by a rebel againft his fovereign: The 
confent of the people had no authority in a monarchy not 
derived from confent, but efiablilhed by hereditary right; 
and however the nation might be j uftified, in depofing 
the mifguiJed Richard, it could never h.ave any reafon for 
fetting afide his lawful heir and fucceffor, who was 
plainly innocent. And that the duxe of Lancafter wouid 
give them but a b:l.d fpecimen of the legal moderation, 
which might be expected from his future government; if 
he added, to the crime of his pafr rebellion, the guilt of 
excluding the family, which, both by right of blood, 
and by deClaration of parliament, would, in cafe of Ri­
chartl's·demife, or voluntary refignation, have been re-
ceived as the undoubted heirs of the monarchy h, 

ll Sir JoR.n Heywarde, p. 101. 
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c H A P. ALL the circumfrances of this ~vent, compared to thole 
~which attended the late revolution in 1688, fhow the 

J:99• difference between a great and civilized nation, delibe­
rately vindicating its efiabliihed privileges, and a turbu­
lent and barbzrous arifrocracy, plunging headlong from 
the extremes of one faetion into thofe of another. This 
noble freedom of the b;fhop of Carlifle, infread of being 

applauded, was not fo much as tolerated: He was imme­
diately arrefied, by order of the duke of Lancafrer, and 
fent a prifoner to the abbey of St. Albans. No farther 
debate was attempted : Thirty-three long articles of 
charge were, in one meeting, voted againft Richard ; 
and voted unanimoufly by the fame peers and prelates, 
who, a little before, had, voluntarily and unanirrtoufly, 

authorized thofe very acts of violence, of which they 
now complained. That prince was depofed by the fuf­
frages of both houfes; and the throne being now vacant, 
the duke of Lancafter fiepped forth, and having crolfed 
himfelf on the forehead, and on the breaft, and called 
upon the name of Chrifi 1, he pronounced thefe words; 
which we fltall give in the original language, becaufe of 
th-eir fingularity. 

In the name of Fodhtr, Son, and Holy Ghojf, I Henry of 
Lancajltr, challenge this rewmt of Ynglande, and the croun, 
with all the memhres, and the appurtenances; als I that am 
difcendit hy right li1U of the iJ/ade, coming fro the gudt Icing 
Henr7 therdt, ar;d throge that right that God of his gract 
bath fent me, witb helpe if kyn, and of mJ frmies to recowr 
it ; the which rewme was in poynt tiJ be ondone hJ difaut of 
governance, and ondoying of tlu gJJde /awes k. 

IN order to Ur.Jderfiand this fpeech~ it muft be obferved, 
that there was a filly frory:~ received among .fawe of the 
loweft: vulgar, that Edn.10nd, earl of Lancafter, fon of 
Henry Ill. was really the eld~ brother of Edward I.; but 

k K.nyghton, p. '-757• 
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tliat, by reafon of fome deformity in his perfon, he had C H A P. 
been pofiponed in the fucceffion, and his younger brother~ 
impofed on the nation in his fread. As the prefent duke 1399. 
of Lancafter inherited from Edmond by his mother, this 
genealogy made him the true heir of the monarchy; and 
it is therefore infinuated in Henry's fpeech: But the ab-
f'frdity was too grofs to be openly avowed either by him, 
vr by the parliament. The cafe is the fame with regard 
to his right of conquefr: He was a fubjett who rebel· 
led againfi his fovereign: He entered the kingaom with 
a retinue of no more than fixty perfons : He could not 
-therefore be the conqueror of England ; and this right is 
accordingly infinuated, not avowed. Still there is a third 
claim, derived from his merits ip faving the nation from 
tyranny and oppreffion; and this claim is alfo infinuated : 
But as it feemed, by its nature, better calculated as a 
reafon for his being eleBed king by a free choice, than for 
giving him an immediate right of poffeffion, he durfr not 
fpeak openly even on this head ; and to obviate any no­
tion of eleB:ion, he challenges the crown as his due, ei­
ther by acquifition or inheritance. The whole forms 
fuch a piece of jargon and nonfenfe, as is alrnofi: without 
example : No obje8ion however was made to it in parlia­
ment: The unanimous voice of lords and commons 
placed Henry on the throne: He became king, nobody 
could tell how or wherefore: The title of the houfe of 
Marche, formerly recognized by parliament, was neither 
invalidated nor repealed; but pafi'ed over in total filence: 
And as a concern for the liberties of the people feems to 
have lud no hand in this revolution, their right to difpofe 
of the government, as well as all their other privileges~ 
was left precifely on the fame footing as before. But 
Henry having, when he claimed the crown, dropped 
fome obfcure hint concerning conquefr, which, it was 
thought, might endanger thefe privileges,. he f-oon after 
made a public declaration, that he did aot thereby intend 

8 to 
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C H A, P·to deprive any o·her of his franchifes or liberties 1 : \VhicM 
~was the only circumftance, where we !hall find meaning 

.1]99· or common fenfe, in all thefe tranfaCl:ions. 
6th 0.1. TH~ fubfequent events difcover the fame headlong vio-

lence of conduCt, and the fame rude notions of civil go­
vernment. The depofition of Richard diffol.\red th'e 
parliament: It was neceffary to fummon a new one: 
And Henry, in fix days after, called together, without 
any new election, the fame members; and this affembly 
he denominated a new parliament. They were employed 
in the ufual tafk of reverfing every deed of the oppofite 

party. All the a8:s of the laft parliament of Richard; 

which had been confirmed by their oaths, and by a papal 

bul1, were abrogated: All the acts, which had paffed in 
the parliament where Gloceiler prevailed, which had alfo 
been confirmed by their oaths, but which had been abro­
gated by Richard, were anew eftablilhed m: The anfwers 
of Trefilian, and the other judges, which a parliament 
had annulled, but which a new parliament and new judges 
had approved, here received a fecon_d condemnation. The 
peers, who had accufed Glocefrer, Arundel and Warwic, 
and who had received higher titles for that piece of fervice, 
were all of them degraded from their new dignities: Even 
the praCtice of profecuting appeals in parliament, which 
bore the air of a violent confederacy againft an individual, 
rather than of a legal inditl:ment, was wholly abolilhed; 
and trials were reftored to the courfe of common lawn. The 
natural effect of this conduCt: was to render the people giddy 
with fuch rapid and perpetual changes,and to make them lofe 
all notions of right and wrong in themeafures of government. 

~Jd oa. THE earl of Northumberland made a motion, in the 

houfe of peers, with regard to the unhappy prince whom 
they had depofed. He afked them, what advice they 

I Knyghton, p. 1.7 )g, Ot~c:rburn, p. :uo, 
• Henry iv. cap. 14, 

woul~ 
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' ould g1ve the king for the future treatment of him; c H A P. 

fincc Henry was refolved to fpare his life. They unani-~~ 
moufly replied, that he fhould be imprifoned under a fe- 1399. -

cure guard, in fome fecret place, and lhould be deprived 
of all commerce with any of his friends or partizans. 
It was eafy to forefee, that he would not long remain 
alive in the hands of fuch barbarous and fanguinary ene-
mies. Hifiorians difFer wi.h regard to the manner in Murderllf 

which he was murdered. It was long the prevailing opi- the king. 

hion, that Sir Piers Exton, and others of his guards, fell 
upon him in the cafi:le of Pomfret, where he was confined, 
and difpatchcd him with their halberts. But it is inoce 

· probable, that he was fiarved to death in prifon; and 
after all fufi:enance was denied him, he prolonged his 
unhappy life, it is faid, for a fortnight, before he reached 
the end of his miferies. This account is more confifient 
with the ftory, that his body was expofed in public, and 
that no marks of violence were obferved upon it. He 
died in the thirty-fourth year of his age, and the twenty­
third of his reign. He left no pofierity, ~ither legiti­
mate or illegitimate. 

ALL the writers, who have tranfmitted to tls the His ch:mc­

hiftory of Richard, lived during the reigns of the Lan- tcr. 

cafi:rian princes; and candor require$, that we iliould 
not give entire credit to the reproaches, which they have 
thrown upon his memory. But after making all proper 
allowances, he frill appears to have been a weak prince, 

and unfit for government, lefs for want of natural parts 
and capacity, than of folid judgment and a good educa-
tion. He was violent in his temper; profufe in his ex-
pence; fond of idle !how and magniilcence; devoted to 
favourites; and additl:~d to plcafure: Pafiions, all of 
them, the mofi: inconfifi:ent with a prudent reconomy, 
and confequcntly dangerous in a limited and mixed go­
vernment. Had he poffeffcd the talents of gaining, and 

V CL. Ill. E frill 
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c H A P. fl:ill more thofe of overawing, his great barons, he might 
XVII. . c f h. . d b '---;._._)have efcaped all the mlSJortunes o 1s reign, an een 
1399· allowed to carry much farther his oppreffions over the 

people, if he really was guilty of any, without t~eir 
daring to rebel, or even to murmur againfr him. But 
when the grandees were tempted, by his want of pru­
dence and of vigour, to refifl: his authority, and execute 
the mofl: violent enterprizes upon him, he was naturally 
led to feek an opportunity of retaliation; juftice was 
negleCted ; the lives of the chief nobility were facrificed; 
and all thefe enormities feem to have proceeded lefs from 
a fettled defign of efl:ablifhing arbitrary power, than from 
the infolence of victory, and the nece1lities of the king's 
fituation. The manners indeed of the age were the chief 
fource of fuch violence: Laws, which were feebly exe­
cuted in peaceable times, loft all their authority during 
public convulficns: Both parties were alike guilty: Or 
if any difference may be remarked between them, we lhall 
nnd, that the authority of the crown, being more legal, 
was commonly carried, when it prevaiied, to lefs defpe­
rate extremities, than was that of the ariftocracy. 

ON comparing the conduCl: and events of this reign, 
with thofe of the preceding, we !hall find equal reafon 
to admire Edward, and to blame Richard; but the ci"r­
cumftance of oppofition, furely, will not lie in the firict 
regard paid by the former to national privileges, and the 
negleCt of them by the latter. On the contrary, the 
prince of fmall abilitie$, as he felt his want of power,. 
feems to have been more moderate in this refpeCl: than the 
other. Every parliament, affembled during the reign of 
Ed ward, remonftrates againfi: the exertion of fome arbi­
trary prerogative or other: We hear not any complaints 
of that kind during the reign of Richard, till the affcm­
bling of his lafl: parliament, which was fummoned by his 
inveterate enemies, which dethroned him, which framed 

the it 
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theit complaints during the time of the mofi: furious con- C H A P. 

vullions, and whofe tefiimony mufl: therefore have, on~ 
that account, much ]efs authority with every equitable 1399• 

judge 0 • Both thefe princes experienced the encroach-
ments of the Great upon their authority. Edward, re-
duced to neceffities, was obliged to make an exprefs 
bargain with his parliament, and to fell fome of his pre..:. 
rogatives for prefent fupply; but as they were acquainted 
with his genius and capacity, they ventured not to de-
mand any exorbitant conceffions, or fuch as were incom• 
patible with regal and fovereign power : The weaknefs of 
Richard tempted the parliament to extort a commiffion, 
which, in a manner, dethroned the prince, and transfer~ 
red the fceptre into the hands of the nobility. The 
events of thefe encroachments were al!"o fuitable to the 
tharaCter of each. Edward had no fooner gotten the fup· 
ply, than he departed from the engagements, which had 
induced the parliament to grant it; he openly told his 
people, that he had but diffembled with them when he 
feemed to make them thefe conccffions; and he refumed 
and retained all his prerogatives. But Richard, becaufe 
he was deteB:ed in confulting and deliberating with the 
judges on the lawfu]nefs of refi:oring the confi:itution; 
found his barons immediately in arms again{! hiq); was 
tleprived of his liberty ; faw his favourites, his minifl:ers, 
his tutor, butchered before his face, or banifhed and at-
tainted; and was obliged to give way to all this violence. 
There cannot be a more remarkable contrafi: between 
the fortunes of two princes : It were happy for fociety ~ 
d~this contraft always depend on the jufi:ice or in-
j ufi:ice of the meafures which men embrace ; and not ra-
ther on the difE:rent degrees of prudence and vigour, 
with which thofe meafures are fupported. 

o Perufe, in this view; the abridgment of-the m:ordt, by Sir Robect 
o ~tooJ during thefe two re!gna. 

E2 
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c H A r. 1'HERE was a fenfiblc decay of ecclefi:1fiical authority 

, x~~Juring this period. The difguft, which the laity had re-

'39:J· ceived from the numerous .ufurpations both of the court of 
Mib.:J!a11e- d h d 
c•u' tr;lnf<~c-Romc, and of their own clergy, ha very muc wcane 
ti · .0 ' 

0.' 11 ing the kin('"dom from fuperflition; and fhong fymptoms ap-
th:s n.:1gn. ::;, 

· peared, from time to time, of a general defire to ihake 
ofF the bondao-e of the Romiih church. In the commit-

<.:> 

tee of eighteen, to wlwm Richard,.s laft parliament de-
f,~gated their whole powe1, there is not the name of one 
cccldia!lic to be found; a negleCt which is almoft with­

out example, while the catholic religion fubfifi:ed in Eng­
land P. 

THE avedi.on rntertaim~d againft the efi:ablifl1ed church 

foon found principles and tenets and rcafonings, by which 

it could jufirfy and fupport itfelf. John Wickliffe, a fe­
cular priefi, educated at Oxford, began in the latter end 
of Edward IJI. to fpread the doCtrine of reformation by 

his difcourfes, fermons, and writings ; and he made many 
difciplcs among men of all ranks and fiations. He 

feems to have been a man of parts and learning; and 

has the honour of being the fidl: pcrfon in Europe, that 
publicly called in qucfi:ion thofe principles, which had 
univerfally paffed for certain and undifputed during fo 

many ages. Wickliffe himfelf, as well as his difciples, 
who received the name of Wickliffites, or Lollards, was 

di!linguiihed by a great aufierity of life and manners; a 

circumfiance common to almofl: all thofe \vho dogmatize 

in any new \Vay, both becaufe men, who draw to them 

the attention of the public, and expofe thcmfclves to the 
cdiun1 of great multitudes, are obliged to be very guarded 
in their conduct, and bccaufc few, who have a thong 

propenfi.ty to plcafure or bufinefs, will enter upon fo dif­

ficult and laborious an undertJking. The doCtrines of 

\'\' ick1itfc, being derived from his iearch into the fcrip-

P See note [ G] at the end of the volume. 
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.tures and into ecclefiafl:ical antiquity, were ne::lr1y the c H -A P. 

fame with thofe which were propagated by the reformers, X~~ 
in the fixteenth century: He only carried fomc of them 1399• 

farther than was done by the more fober part of thefe re-
formers. He denied the doB:rine of the real prefence, 
the fupremacy of the church of Rome, the merit of mo-
nafiic vows : He maintained, that the fcriptures were the 
foie rule of faith; that the church was dependant on th~ 
Hate, and iliould be reformed by it ; that the clergy 
ought to poflefs no efl:ates ; that the begging friars were a 
nuifance, and ought not to be fupported q; that the 
numerous ceremonies of the church were hurtful to true 

piety: He aiferted, that o:~.ths were unlawful, that domi-
nion was founded in grace, that C\'ery thing was fubjetl: 
to fate and defi:iny, and that all men were pre-ordained 
.either to eternal fal vation or reprobation r. From the 
whole of his doB:rines, Wickliffe appears to have been 
ftrongly tinB:ured with enthufiafm, and to have been 
thereby the better qualified to oppofe a church, whofe 
.chief characrerifiic is fuperfrition. · 

THE propagation of thefe principles gave great alarm 
to the clergy; and a bull was iflued by pope Gregory XI. 
for taking Wickliffe into cufrody, and examining into the 
fcope of his opinions s. Courteney~ bilhop of London, 
cited him before his tribunal; but the reformer had now 
acquired powerful protectors, who fcreened him from the 
ecclefiafiical jurifdit1ion. The duke of Lancafter, who 
then governed the kingdom, encouraged the principles of 
'Vickliffe; and he made no fcruple, as well as lord 
Piercy, the marefchal, to appea.r openly in court with 

, him, in order to give him countenance upon his trial : 
He even infified, that Wickliffe ihould fit in the biiliop'~ 

q Walfingbam,p. 191. zoS. 283, 284. Spelman Concil. v,J, ii. p1 63o. 

Knyghton, p. 2657. r Harpsfield, p. 6~8. 673, 674· \\'alrlenf. 
t~m. i. lib. 3· art. J, cap. 8. 'Spelm. Cone vol.ii. p.6u: 

Wallingham, p. zor, 202, 203· 
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c H A P. prcfence, while his principles were examined : Cou~te~ey 
~exclaimed again!l: the infult: The Londoners, thmkmg 

l399· their prelate affronted, attacked the duke and marefchal~ 
who efcaped from their hands with fome difficulty t. And 
the populace, foon after, broke into the houfes of both 
thefe noblemen, threatened their perfons~ and plundereq 
their goods. 1~he bi!hop of London 4ad the mer~t ~f a.p-
peafing their fury and refentment. -

' THE duke of Lancafl:er, however, frill continued hi~ 
proteCtion to Wickliffe, during the minority of Richard~ 
and the principles of that reformer had fo far propagate4 
themfelves, that, when the pope fent to Oxford a new 
bull againft thefe doCl:rines, the univerfi.ty deliberated for 
fome time, wheth~r they lhould receive the'bu-ll-; ana they 
never took any vigorous meafures in confequence of the 
papal orders u. Even the populace of London were~ 
length brought to entertaiq favourable fentiments of thi~ 
reformer : When he was cited before a fynod at Lambeth, 
they broke into the affembly, and fo overawed · the pre~ 
]ates, who found both the people and the court againU: 
them, that they difmiffed him without any farther cen­
fure. 

THE clergy, we may well believe, were more ~anting 
in power than in inclination to p~niili this new herefy, 
which ftruck at all their credit, poffeffions, a~d authority. 
But there was hitherto no law in England, by which the 
fecular arm was authorifed to fupport orthodoxy; and the 
ecclefiafiics epdeavoured to fupply the defect by an extra-: 
prdinary and unwarantable artifice. In the year 138~, 
there was an act paffed, requiring ilieriffs to apprehen4 
the preachers of herefy and their abettors; but this fla~ 
tute had been furreptitioufly obt~ined by the clergy, and 
pad the formali~y of an enrolmel}t without the con(ent of 

t HarpsJield in Hift. Wick!. p. 68g. 
lib. 1. p. 191, &c. Walfingham, P• :.or. 

u Wood's A!Jt• Oxon~ 

the 
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die commons. In the fubfequent feffion, the lower houfe c H A P 

<:omplained of the fraud; affirmed, that they had no in-~ 
tention to bind themfelves to the prelates farther than 1399. 

their ancefiors had done before them; and required that 

the pretended fi:atute fhould be repealed, which was done 

accordingly w. But it is remarkable, that, notwithitand .. 

ing this vigilance of the commons, the clergy had fo 

much art and influence, that the repeal was fuppreffed, 

.and the act, which never had any legal authority, remains 

to this day upon the fi:atute book x: Though the clergy 

fiill thought proper to keep it in referve, and not proceed 
to the immediate execution of it. 

BuT belides this defetl: of power in the church, which 

faved Wickliffe, that reformer himfelf, notwithfrand­
ing his enthufiafm, feems not to have been aCl:uated by the 

fpirit of martyrdom; ana in all fubfequent trials before 

the prelates, he fo explained away his doCl:rine by tor­

tured meanings, as to render it El uite innocent and in­
offenlive.r. M oft of his followers imitated his ~autious 

oifpofition, and faved themfelves either by recantations or 

explanations. He died of a palfy in the year r385 at his 
rcCl:ory of Lutterworth in the county of Leiceil:er; and 
the clergy, mortified that he fhould have efcaped their 
vengeance, took care, belides affuring the people of his 

eternal damnation, to reprefent nis laft diftemper as a 

viliblc judgment of heaven upon him for his multiplied 
herefies and impieties z. 

THE profelytes, however, of Wickliffe's. opinions frill , 
encreafecl in England a : Some monkifh writers reprefent 
one half of the kingdom as infeCl:ed by thofe principles : 

They were carried over to Bohemia by fame youth of that 

nation, who fi:udied at Oxford : But though the age 

w Cotton•s abridgment, p. 2.85. x 5 Rich. H. chap. 5· 
y Walfingham, p. zo6. Knyghton, p. 2.655, :z.656. z Wal-

flnt;ham, p. 31%.• Ypod, Neuft. P• 337• a Knyghton, p. 2.663. 
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c H A P. feemed fi:rongly ,Jifpofed to receive them, affairs were nnt 
XVII. · l . d h fi . fh. t....---y---J yet fully ripe for thts great revo ut10n; an t e m mg 
1399. blow to ecclefi<lftical power was referved to a period of 

more curiofity, literature, and inclination for novelties. 
Iv1EANWHILE the Englifh parliamer t continued to , 

check the clergy and the court of Rome, by more fober 
and more legal expedients~ They enacted anew the fra­
tute of provifors, and affixed higher penalties to the tranf­
greffion of it, which, in fome infiances, was even made 
capital b. The court of Rome had fallen upon a new 
device, which eJlcreafed their authority over the prelates : 
The pope, who found that the expedient of arbitrarily 
oepriving them was violent, and liable to oppofition, at­
tained the fame ~nd by transferring fuch of them, as were 
obnoxious, to poorer fees, and even to nominal fees, i'l 
partibus infidelium. It was thus that the archbilhop of 
York, and the bifhops of Durham ·and Chichefrer, the 
king's minifiers, had been treated after the prevalence of 
Glocefier's faction: The bi!hop of Carlifie met with. the 
fame fate after tbe acceffion of Henry IV. For the pope 
always joined with the prevailing powers, when they 
did not thwart his pretenfions. The parliament, in the 
reign of RichaJd, enaCl:ed a law againft this abufe: And 
the king made a general remonfirance to the· court of 
Rome againft all thofe ufurpations, which he calls horrible 
excejfes of that court c. 

IT was ufual for the church, that they might ~Iude 
the mortmain act, to make their votaries leave lands 
in trufl: to certain perfons, under whofe name the cler­
gy enjoyed the benefit of the bequeft: The parlia­
ment alfo fropped the progrefs of this abufe d. In the 
I 7th of the king, the commons prayed, that remedy might 
he had agai1!ft fuch religious perfons as caufe tbeir villains ta 

b 13 Rich. II. cap. 3· 16 Rich. IT. cap. 4• c Rymer, vol. vii. 
P• 67~. d ~nn;hton, p. 2.7. 38. Cotton, p. 355• 
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marry free women inheritable, whereby theejlate comes to thofe c H A P. 
1.• • l d b l''J; Th. .d . h XVII. re 1gzous 'Jan s 7 co m:Jzon c. IS was Cl new ev1ce oft e "--v--J 

clergy. 1399, 

THE papacy was at this time fomewhat weakened by 
a fchifr:1.1, which lafred during forty yea·s, and gave great 
fcandal to the de\roted partizans of the holy fee. After 

the pope had rcfided many years at Avignon, Gregory XI. 
was perfuaded to return to Rome; and upon his death, 

which happened in I 380, the Romans, refolute to fix, 
for the future, the feat of the papacyin Italy, befieged 
the cardinals in the conclave, and compelled them, 
though they were mofily Frenchmen, 1o elect Urban VI. 
an Italian, into that higll dignity. The French cardinals, 
as foon as they recovered their liberty, fled from Rome, 

and protefiing againfi the forced cleB:im, chofe Robert, 

fon of the count of Geneva, who took the name of Cte­

ment VII. 'and refided at Avignon. All the kingdoms of 

Chri!tcndom, according to their feveral interefrs and in­
clinations, were divided between thefe two pontiffs. The 

court of France adhered to Clement, and was followed 
by its allies, the king of Cafrile, and the king of Scot­
land: England of courfe was thrown in:o the other party, 

and declared for Urban. Thus the appellation of Cle­

mentines and Urbanijls difrraB:ed Europe for feveral years; 
and each party damned the other as f<hiftnatics, and as 

rebels to the true vicar of Chrifi. But this circumfrance, 

though it weakened the papal authority, had not fo great 
an effeCt as might naturally be imagined. 'rhough any 

king could eafily, at firfr, make his kin;dom embrace the 
party of one pope or the other, or er en keep it fome 

time in fufpence between them, he could not fo eafily 

transfer his obedience at pleafure: The people attached 
themfelves to their own party, as to a :eligious opinion.? 

~nd conceived an extreme abhorrenct to the oppofite 

e Cetton, f• 35 .~· 

party, 
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c H A P. party, whom they regarded as little better than Saracens 
XVI£, · C r. d d k . h" ~or mfidels. ruta es were even un erta en m t ts quar-
'399• rei; and the zealous bifhop of Norwich, in particu~ar, 

led over, in I 382, near 6o,ooo bigots into Flanders 
againft the Clementines ; but after lofing a great part of 
his followers, he returned with difgrace into England r. 
Each pope, fenftble, from this prevailing fpirit among the 
people, that the kingdom, which once embraced his caufe, 
would always adhere to him, boldly maintained all the 

' pretenftons of his fee, and flood not much more in awe . 
of the temporal fovereigns, than if his authority had not 
been endangered by a rival. 

WE meet with this preamble to a law enaCl:ed at the 
very beginning of thi5 reign: " Whereas divers perfons of 
" fmall garrifon of land or other pofl(~ffions do make great 
" retinue of people, as well of efquires as of others, in 
" many parts of the realm, giving to them hats and 
'' other livery of one fuit by year, taking again towards 
" them the value of the fame livery or percafe the double 
" value, by fuch covenant and a1Turance, that every of 
" them 1hall maintain other in all quarrels, be they 
" reafqnable or unreafonable, to the great mifchief and 
" oppreffion of the people, &c. g" This preamble con .. 
tains a true piB:ure of the ftate of the kingdom. The 
laws had been fo, feebly executed, even during the long, 
aCl:ive, and vigilant reign of ~dward III. that no fubjetl: 
could truft to their proteCtion. Men openly affociated 
themfelves, under the patronage of fome great baron, for 
their mutual defence. They wore public badges, by 
which their confederacy was diftinguilhed. They fup­
ported each other in all quarrels, iniquities, extortions, 
murders, robberies, and other crimes. Their chief was 
more their . fovereign th~~ th~ king himfelf; and their 

r FroiiTard, lib,::.. chap. 1331 134· Walfingham, p. :z.gS, 199, 300, &c, . 
Knyghton, P• ::.671. ~ 1 Rich, II. chap. 7• 
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pwn band was more conneCl:ed with them than their c H ~ • 

country. Hence the perpetual turbulence, diforders, fac-~ 
tions, and civil wars of thofe times : Hence the fmall re- •sg • 
gard paid to a charaCl:er or the opinion of the public : 
~ence the large difcretionary prerogatives of the cro •n

9 

and the danger which might have enfued from th to 
~reat limitation of them. Jf the king had pofiHfea no 
~rbitrary powers, while al~ d!e nobles affumed and excr-
.cifed them, there muft have e~fue~ an abfolutc anarchy 
in the fiate. 

ONE great mifchief, attending thefe confederacies, was 
the extorting from the king pardons for the moft enor .. 
mous crimes. The parliament often endeavoured, in the 
}aft reign, to deprive the prince of this prerogative; but, 
in the prefent, they were content with an abridgment of 
it. They enaCl:ed, that no pardo11 for rapes or for mur­
der from malice prepenfe fhould be valid, unlefs the crime 
were particularly fpecified in it h. There were alf) fome 
other circumftances required for paffing any par on of 
this kind: An excellent law; but ill obferveq) like moit 
~aws that thwart the manners of the peop~e, and the 
prevailing cuftorns of the times. 
· IT is eafy to obferve, from thefe voluntary affociation 
among the people, that the whole force of the feudal fyf;.. 
~em was in a manner diffolved, and that the Englilh had 
nearly returned in that particular to the fame fituation, in 
which they flood before the Nor man conq uefr. It was 
indeed impoffible, that that fyfiem could long fub!ifr un­
,der the perpetual revolutions, to which landed property is 
every where fubj eCl: . When the great feudal baronies 
were firft ereCl:ed, the lord lived in opulence in the midft 
of his vaffals : He was in a fituat" on to protect and che­
!ifh and defend them: 'rhe quality of patron naturally 
l;l,ni.ted itfelf to that of fuperior: And there two principle 

h IJ Rich. n •. chap: It 

of 
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c H A P. of authority mutually fupported each other. But when, 
XVJT. by h . d' ·~ d . t . t ' ' '---v---' t e vanous 1vmons an mix ures or proper y, a mans 
~399• fuperior ca.me to live at a difl:ance from him, and could 

no longer give him !helter or countenance; the tie gra­
dually became more fictitious than real: New connexions 
from vicinity or other caufes were formed ; ProteCtion 
was fought by voluntary fervices and attachment: 
The appearance of valour, fpi,rit, abilities in any great 
man extended his intereft very far : And if the fovereign 
were deficient in thefe qualities, he was no lefs, if not 

· ' more expofed to the ufurpations of the arifl:ocracy, than 
~ven during the vigour of the feudal fyfl:em. 

THE greatefl: novelty introduced into the civil govern­
ment during this reign was the creation of peers by pa­
tent. Lord Beauchamp of Holt was the prft peer, that 
was advanced to the houfe of lords in this manner. The 
praCtice of levying benevolences is alfo firft mentioned in 
the prefent reign. 

THIS prince lived in a more magnificent manne~ than 
perhaps any of his predecelfors or fuccelfors. His houfe­
hold confifl:ed of I.o,ooo perfons : He had 300 in his .kit­
chen ; and all the other offices were furnilhed ip propor­
tion i. lt I;nufi: be remarked, that this enormous train 
had tables fupplied them at the king's expence, accord­
jng to the mode of that age. S4ch prodigality was· pro· 
bably the fource of many exaCtions, by purveyors, and 
was one chief reafon of the public difcontents. 

i Harding: This poet {ays, that he {peaks from th.e authority of a de1~ 
~f the green cloth. 

CHAP, 
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C H A P. XVIII. 

H E N R Y IV. 

CJ'itle of tbe king--An infurrefiion--An htfurrec .. 

tion in Wales--'Ihe earl of Northumberland 

rebels--Battle of Shrewfoury--State of Scot­
land-- Parliamentary tranfallions --Death 

--and chara{ier of the king. 

HE Engliih had fo long been familiarized to the c r-r A P~ 
hereditary fucceffion of their monarchs, the in- x:vnr~ 

fiances of departure from it had always born fuch £hang: '---v---'
9 -.J 139 0 

fymptoms of injufl:ice and violence, and fo little of ana- -x:iie of the 

tional choice or election, and the returns to the true line ku~. 
had ever been deemed fuch fortunate incidents in their 

hifiory, that Henry was afraid, lefi, in refiing his title 

on the confent of the people, he ihould build on a foun-

dation, to which the people themfelves were not accuf-

. tomed, and whofe folidity they would with difficulty be 

brought to recognize. The idea too of choice feemed al­
ways to imply that of conditions, and a right of recal­

ling the confent upon any fuppofed violation of them; 

an idea which was not naturally agreeable to a fm'e­
reign, and might in England be dangerous to the fub­

jects, who, lying fo much under the influence of turbu­

lent nobles, had ever paid but an imperfect obedience even 

to their hereditary princes. For thefe reafons Henry was 

determined never to have recourfe to this claim; the only 

one, O!l which his authority could confifiently frand: He 
rather chofe to patch up his title in the bcft manner he 

could, from other pretenfions: And in the end, he left 

himfelf, 



, 
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c H A P· himfelf. irt the eyes of men of fenfe, no ground of rightj 
XVlll. ' IT' • r d · '--v--' but his prefent poneffion; a very precanous •oun atwn~ 

1399· which, by its very nature, was liable to be overthrown 
by every fa Cl: ion of the great, or prejudice of the people. 
He had indeed a prefent advantage over his competitor: 

The heir of the houfe of Mortimer, who had been declared 

in parliament heir to the crown, was a boy of feven years 

o.f age k: His friends confulted his fafety by keeping fi• 
lence with regard to his title: Henry detained him and 

his younger brother in an honourable cuftody at Windfor 
ca!Hc: But he had reafon to dread, that, in proportion 
as that nobleman grew to man's eftate, he would draw 
to him the attachment of the people, and make them re­
fleCt on the fraud; violence, and injuftice, by which he 

had been excluded from the throne. Many favourable 

topic~ would occur in his behalf: He was a native of 

England ; poffeffed an extenfive intereft from the great­

nefs and alliances of his family; however criminal the 
depofed monarch, this youth was entirely innocent; he. 

was of the fame religion, and educated in the fame m~n­
tlers with the people, and could not be governed by any 

feparate intereft: Thefe views would all concur to favour 
his claim; and though the abilities of the prefent prince 
might ward off any dangerous revolution; it was juftly 
to be apprehended, that his authority could with difficulty 

be brought to equal that of his predeceffors. 

HENRY in his very firft parliament had reafon to fee the 

danger attending that ftation, which he had affumed, and 

the obfl:acles which he would meet with in governing an 
unruly ariftocracy, always divided by faB:ion, and at pre­
fent inflamed with the refentments, confequent on fuch 

recent .convuHions. The peers, on their affembling, broke 
out into violent animofities againft each other; forty 
gauntlets, the pledges of furious battle, were thrown on 

k Dugdale, vol. i. p. lji, 

the 
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the .floor of the houfe by noblemen who gave mutual c JJ A P. 

challenges; and liar and traitor refounded from all quar-~ 
ters. The king had fo much authority with thefe IJ9!J• 

doughty champions, as to prevent all the combats, which 
they threatened ; but he was not able to bring them to 
a proper compofure, or to an amicable difpofition towards 
each other. 

IT was not long before thefe paffions broke into action. r4oo4 
T R I d K H . An infur-he earls of ut an , ent, and untmgdon, and lord rea:on. 

Spencer, who were now degraded from the reipective titles 
of Albemarle, Surrey, Exeter, and GJoce.fier, conferred 

on them by Richard, entered into a confpiracy, togc:;ther 
with the earl of Sali.fbury and lord Lumley, for railing 

2n infurreetion, and for feizing the king's perfon at Wind-
for 1

; but the treachery of Rutland gave him warning of 

the danger. He fuddenly withdrew to London; and th~ 
confpirators, who came to Windfor with a body of 500 

horfe, found that they had miffed this blow, on which all 
the fuccefs of their enterprize depended. Henry appeared, 
next day, at Kingfl:on upon Thames, at the head of 

20,000 men, moftly drawn from the city; and ~is ene- , 
mies, unable to refifl: his power, difperfed themfelves, with 
a view of railing their followers in the fevcral counties, 
which were the feat of their interefi. But the adherents 

of the king were hot )n the purfuit, ~md every where op-
pofed themfelves to their progrefs. The earls of Ken~ 
and Saliiliury were feized at Cirencefi:er by the citizens ; 
and were next day beheaded without farther ceremony, ­
acco}ding to the cuftom of the times m. The citi~ens of 
Brifi:ol treated Spencer and Lumley in the fame manner. 

The earl of Huntingdon, Sir Thomas .Blount, and Sir 
Eeneditl: Sely, who were alfo taken prifoners, f~ere4 

l Walfingham, p. 36z. Otterbourne1 p. Uf, 
f• 363. Ypod, Ncuft. 556• 

m Wal.Gngham, 

death, 
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C H A P. death, with many others of the confpirators, by orders 
XVIII. f } r. h . '---v---' from Henry. And when the quarters o t 1e1e un appy 
14oo. men were brought to London, no lefs than eighteen bi­

fhops and thirty-two mitred abbots, joined the populace, 
and met them with the mofi indecent marks of joy and 
exultation. 

BuT the fpechcle the mofi: !hocking to every one, who 
retained any feiltiment either of honour or humanity, flill 

remained. The earl of Rutland appeared, carrying on a 
pole the head of lord Spencer, his brother-in-law, which 

he prefented in triumph to Henry, as a tefiimony of his 

loyalty. This infamous man, who was foon after duke of 
York by the death of his father, and firfi prince of the 

blood, had been infirumental in the murder of his uncle, 
the duke of Glocefter n; had then deferted Richard, by 

whom he was trufted ; had confpired againfi the life of 

Henry, to whom he had fworn allegiance; had betrayed 
his affociates, whom he had feduced into this enterprize; 
and now difplayed, in the face of the world, thefe badges 
of his multiplied difhonour. 

1401• HENRY was fenftble, that, though the execution ofthefe 

confpirators might fcem to give fecurity to his throne, the 

animofities, which remain after fuch bloody fcenes, are 

always dangerous to royal authority; and he therefore 
determined not to encreafe, by any hazardous enterprize, 

thofe numerous enemies, with whom he was every where 
environed. While a fubjecr, he was bcli~ved to have 

ftrongly imbibed all the principles of his father, .the duke 
of Lancafter, and to have adopted the pr.j ~dices vvhich 
the Lollards infpired againfi the abufes of the cfl:ablilhed 
church : But finding himfelf po£feffed of the throne by 
fo precarious a title, he thought fupedlition a neceffary 
implement of public authority; and he refolvcd, by every 

n Dug·lale, vul. ii, p. 1711 
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xpedient, to pay court to the clergy. There were hi- c H A P. 
. XVIII. 

therto no penal laws enacted ~gamfi: herefy; an indul-~ 
gcncc which had proceeded, not trom a fpirit of toleration J40I. 

in the Romilh church, but from the ignorance and fim-
plicity of the people, which had rendered them unfit 
either for fi:arting or receiving any new or curious doe ... 
trines, and which needed not to be refirained by rigor-
ous penalties. But when the learning and genius of 
\Vickliff'e had once broken, in fome ~eafure, the fetters 
of prcj udice, the ecclefiaH.ics called aloud for the puni!h-
ment of his difciples; and the king, who was very little 
fcrupulous in his conduct, was eafily induced to facrifice 
his principles to his intereft, and to qcq uire the favour of 
the church by that m oft effdtual method, the gratifying of 
their vengeance againft opponents. He engaged the par-
liament to pafs a law for that purpofe: lt was enacted., 
that, when any heretic, who relapfed or refufed to abjure 
his opinions, was delivered over to tbe fecular arm by 
the bi!hop or his commilfaries, he lhould be committed 
to the flames by the civil magifirate before the whole 
people 0

• This weapon did not long remain unemployed 
in the hands of the clergy : vVilliam Sautre, rector of St. 
Ofithes in London, had been condemned by the convo-
cation 6f Canterbury; his fentence was ratified by the 
houfe of peers ; the king ilfucd his writ for the execu-
tion P ; and the unhappy man atoned for his erroneous 
opinions by the penalty of fire. This is the t1dl: infiance 
of that kind in England; and thus one horror more was 
added to thofe difmal fcenes, which at that time were al-
ready but too familiar to the people. 

BuT the utmoil: precaution and prudence of Henry 
could not iliield him from thofe numerous inq uietudes, 
which alfailcd him from every quarter. The connexions 
of Richard with the royal family of France made that 

e . 2. tfenry IV, ch~p. vii, 1' Rymer, vol. viii. p. 178. 
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c 'F-i A P. court exert its activity to recover his authority, or re.-; 

~ venge his death q ; but though the confufions in Englanrl 

Ifor. tempted the French to engage in fome enterprize, by 

which they might diftrefs their ancient enemy, the greater 

tonfufions, which they experienced at . home, obliged 

them quickly to accommodate matters; and Charles, con· 

tent with recovering his daughter from Henry's hands, 

laid aficle his preparations, and renewed the truce between 

t'he kingdoms r. The attack of Guiennc was alf0 an in­

viting attempt, which the prefent faCl:ions, that prevailed 

among the French, obliged them to neglect. The Gaf­

cons, affeel:ionate to the memory of Richard, who was 

born among them, refu fed to fwear allegiance to a prince 

that had dethroned and murdered him ; and the appear­

ance of a French atmy on their frontiers, would probably 

hwe tempted them to change mafiers s. But the earl of 

\Vorcefier, arriving with fome Englilh troops, ga\'e 

countenance to the partizans of Henry, and overawed 

their opponents. Religion too was here found a cement 

to their union with England. The Gafcons had been 

engaged by Richard's authority to acknowledge the pope 

of Rome; and they were fenfible, that, if they fubmitted 

to France, it would be neceifary for them to pay obedi­

ence to the pope of Avignon, whom they had been taught 

to detefi as a fchifmatic. Their principles on this head 
were too fafi rooted to admit of any fudden or violent al~ 

teration. 

Jr.furreClion THE revolution in England proved likewife the occa• 
ia Wales. fion of an infurreCtion in \Vales. Owcn Glendour, or 

Glendourduy, defcended from the ancient princes of that 

country, had become obnoxious on account of his attach­

ment to Richard; and Reginald, lord Gray of Ruthyn, 

who was clofely conneCted with the new king, and who 

q Rymer, vol. viii. p. 123. r Ibid. tol, viii. p. 14z. 152, ug. 
s lb~d. vol. \'i1i. P·tuo, ur. 
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tnjoyed a great fortune in the marches of Wales, thought c t-1 A P. 
• c. bl r ffi h' . h XVIII. the opportl!mty ,avoura e ,or oppre mg IS ne1g bour, '---..r---1 

and taking poffeffion of his efiate t. Gl~;ndour, provoked 1401. 

at the injufiice, and fiill more at the indignity) recovered 
poffeffion by the fword u ~ Henry fent affifrance to Gray w; 

the Welih took part with Glendour: A troublefome an~ 

tedious war was kindled, which Glendour Iong fufiained 
hy his valour and aCtivity, aided by the natt.ual frrength 
of the country, and the untamed fpirit of its inhabitants. ' 

As Glendour committed devafiations promifcuou!ly on ' 
all the Englifh, he infefled the efrate of the earl ofMarche; 
and Sir Edmun·d Mortimer, uncle to that nobleman, led 
out the retainers of the family, and gave battle to the 
WeHh chieftain: His troops were routed, and he was 
taken prifoner x : At the fame time, the earl himfelf, who 
had been allowed to retire to his cafile of 'Vigmore, ancl 
who, though a mere boy, took the field with his follow­
ers, fell -a] [o into Glendour's hands, and was carried by 
him into \Vales Y. As Henry dreaded and hated all the fa­
mily of Marche, he allowed the earl to remain in capti­
vity; and though that young nobleman was nearly allied 
to the Piercies, to whofe affifiance he himfdf had owed 
his crown, he refufed to the earl of Northumberland per­
miffion to treat of his ranfom with Glendour. 

rrHE uncertainty in whicn Henry's affairs flood during; 
a long time with France, as well as the confufions incident 
to all great <:hanges in government, tempted the Scots to 
make incurfions into England ; and Henry, defirous of 
taking revenge upon them, but 2.fraid of rendering his 
new government unpopular by requiring great fupplie~ 
from his fubjeets, fummoned at Wefiminfi:er a council of 
t-!le peers, without the commons, and laid before them 

t Vita Ric. fee. P• I7J, 172. 
w Vita Ric. fee. p. 172., 173• 
J lbid, vol:. i, P• • SJ. 
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c H A P. the 1hte o~ his afFairs z. The military part of the feudal 
X VllJ. • } d J Th . d 
~conilituttm was now muc 1 ecaye : ere remame 

IAoi. only fo nuch of that fabric as affected the civil rights 

and propeties of men : And the peers here undertook, 
but volunarily, to attend the king in an expedition againfr 

Scotland, each of them at the head of a certain number 
of his rettiners a. Henry condueted this army to Edin­
burgh, of which he eafily made himfelf mafter; and he 
there fumnoncd Robert III. to do homage to him for his 
crown b. But finding that the Scots would neither 

fubmit ncr give him battle, he returned in three weeks, 
14oz. after makng this ufelefs bravadoe; and he di!banded his 

army. 

IN the fubfequent feafon, Archibald earl of Douglas, 

at the he:d of 12,000 men, and attended by many of 
the princ~al nobility of Scotland, made an irruption into 

Ent;,land, 2.nd committed devafi:ations on the northern 

-.:ounties. On his return home, he was overtaken by the 
Piercies, lt Homeldon on the borders of England, and a 
fierce batie enfued, where the Scots were totally routed. 
Douglas limfelf was taken prifoner; as was Mordac earl 

of Fife, bn of the duke of Albany, and neph~w of the 

Scottifh ~ing, with the earls of Angus, Murray, and 

Orkney, md many others of the gentry and nobility c. 

\Vhen Rnry received intelligence of this victory, he 

fent the arl of Northumberland orders not to ranfom his 

prifoners, which that nobleman regarded as his right, by 
the laws of war, received in that age. The king in­

tended tc detain them, that he might be able by their 
means to make an advantageous peace with Scotland; 
but by ths policy he gave a freih difgufi: to the family of 
Piercy. 

z• Rymer,vol. viii. p. us, 12.6. a Ibid. P• us. 
b Ibid. p.rss, 156, &c. c Wallingham, p, 336. Vita Ric. fee. 

p. 18o. Chon, Otterbournc1 P• :Z.37• 
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THE obligations, which Henry had owed to North- C H A P. 
XVIII. 

umberland, were of a kind the moft likely to produce '-...r---J 

ingratitude on the one fide, and difcontent on the other. Th;~~~ of 

The fovereign naturally b~came jealous of flat power, Nonhum­

which had advanced him to the throne; and ~he fubjeB: ~:f~~nd re­
was not eafily fatisfied in the returns which he thought 
fo great a favour had merited. Though Henry, on his 
acceffion, had bellowed the office of con!lable on North­
umberland for life d, and conferred other gifts on that 

family, thefe favours ·were regarded as their due; the re-

fufal of any other requeft was deemed an injury. The 
impatient fpirit of Harry Piercy, and the factious difpofi-
tion of the earl of W orcefter, younger brother of North­
umberland, inflamed the difcontents of that nobleman; 

and the precarious title of Henry tempted him to fcek re-

venge, by overturning that throne, which he had at firft 
efi-abli£hed. He entered into a correfpondence with Glen-

dour: He gave liberty to the earl of Douglas, and made 

an alliance with that martial chief: He rouzed up all 

his partizans to arms; and fuch unlimited authority at 

that time belonged to the great families, tha: the fame 
men, whom, a few years before, he had condutled againft 

Richard, now followed his fi-andard in opfofition tQ 

Henry. When war was ready to break out, ~orthum-
berland was !eized with a fudden illnefs at Benvic; and 

young Piercy, taking the comman.d of the troop;, march-
ed towards Shrew!bury, in order to join his forces with 

thofe of Glendo~tr. The king had happily a fnall arm)' 
on foot, with which he had intended to aB: ~gainft the 

Scots ; and knowing the importance of celerity in all 
civil wars, he infrantly hurried down, that he might give 
battle to the rebels. He appro2.ched Piercy ne<Jr Shrewf• 
bury, before that nobleman was joined by Glendour ~ 

d llymer, ,.oL viii, p. 8!1• 
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c H A P. and the policy of one leader, and impatience of the other., 
XVIII. 
~made them hafi:en to a general engagement. 

1403. THE evening before the battle, Piercy fent a manifefia. 

to Henry, in which he renou r,ced h i .... alleg iance, fet that 

prince at defiance, and in the name of his father and 
uncle, as well as his own, enumerated all the grievances~ 

of which, he pretended, the nation had reafon to complain. 
He upbraided him with the perjury, of v1rhich he had been 

guilty, when, on landing at Ravenfpur, he had fworn 
upon the gofpels, before the earl of Nortlmmberland, 

that he had no other intention than to recover the dutchy 
cf Lancafier, and that he would ever remain a faith.:. 

ful fubjecr to king Richard. He aggravated his guilt 

in fidl: dethroning, then murdering that prince, and in 

ufurping on the title of the houfe of Mortimer, to whom, 

both by lineal fucceffion, and by declarations of padia­

ment, the throne, when vacant by Richard?s demife, did 

of right belong. He complained of his cruel policy, in 

allowing the young earl of Marche, whom he ought to 

J'egard as his fovereign, to remain a captive in the hands 
of his ynemies, and in even refufing to all his friends per .. 

million to treat of his ranfom. He charged him again 

with perjury in loading the nation with heavy taxes, afte.r 

having fworn, that, without the ~tmofi neceffity, he; 

would never levy any impofitions upon them. And he 
reproached him with the arts employed in procuring fa­
vourable elections into parliament; arts, which he him­

felf had before imputed as a crime to Richard, and which 
he had made one chief rcafon of that pnnce's arraignment 
and clepofition e. rfhis manife.fio was well calculated to 

inflame the quarrel between the parties: The bravery of 
the two leaders promifed a~ 9bftinate engagement: And 

the eq uaiity of the armies, being each about 12,909 
rnen, '!- number which was not unma~ageable by ~h~ 

c Hall, fol. :z.t, 1.7-, &c, 

comma.qde.rs 
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t:ommanders, gave reafon to expect a great effufion of c H A P. 

blood on both fides, and a very doubtful iifue to the~ 
combat. I4o5. 

:VVE !hall fcarcely find any battle in thofe_ ages, where z1fl July, 

h ll... k ·bl d 11 H Battle of t e woe was more tern e an more connant. enry Shrew;b;;ry. 

cxpofed his perfon in the thickeil: of th.eitght: His gallant 

fon, whofe military atchievements were afterwards fa 
renowned, and who here p,erformed his novic;ate in 
arms, fignalizcd himfelf on his father's footfieps, and 

even a wound, which he received in the (ace with an 
arrow, could not oblige him to qui.t the field r. Piercy 

fupported .that fame, which he had acquired in many a 

bloody combat. And Douglas, his ancient enemy and 

now his friend, fl:ill appeared his rivaJ, amidfi the horror 

and confufion of the day. This nobleman performed 

feats of valour, which are almofi: incredible: He feemed 

determined that the king of England fhould that day fall 
by his arm: He fought him all over the field of battle: And 

as Henry, either to eluJe the attacks of the enemy upon 
his pcrfon, or to encourage hi.s own men b7 the belief of 

his prefcnce every where, had accoutered feveral captains 

in the royal garb, the fword of Douglas rendered this ho-

no ·Jr fatal to many g. But while the armies were con-

tending in this fliriou.s mann~r, the death of Piercy, by 

an unknown hand, decided the viB:ory, and the royalifis 

prevailed. There are faid to have fallen that day on both 

Jides near two thoufand three hundred gentlemen; but 

the perfons of greatefl: di!l:intlion were on the king's; the 

.earl of Stafford, Sir Hugh Shirley, Sir Nicholas GaufeJ, 

Sir Hugh Mortimer, Sir John Maifey, Sir John Calverly. 
About fix thoufand private men perilheJ, of whom two 
thirds were of Piercy's army b. The earls of Worcefrer 
and Douglas were taken prifoners: The former was be-

f T. Livii, p. 3• g W.allingham, P• 365, 367, Hall, fol. Uo 

fhro?• Otterbo~rne, .P• :u4. Ypod, N,eylt. P• s6o. 
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c H A P. headed at Shrew.fbury; the latter was treated with tha 
XVIII. . k d . 

"'-v--'courtefy due to hts ran an ment. 
14°3• TnE earl of Northumberland, having recovered from 

his ficknefs, had levyed a frefh army, and was on his 
march to join his fon; but being oppofed by the earl Qf 
Wefrmoreland, and hearing of the defeat at Shrewfbury, 
he difmiffed his forces, and came with a fmall retinue to 
the king at York i, He pretended, that his foie inten­
tion in arming was to mediate between the parties : Hen .. 
ry thought proper to accept of the apology, and even 
granted him a pardon for his offence : All the other rebels 
were treated with equal lenity; and except the earl of 
\Vorccfrer and Sir Richard V crnon, who were regarded 
as the chief authors of the infurretl:ion, no perfon, en­
gaged in this dangerous enterprizc, feems to have pe­
ri!hed by the hands of the executioner k. 

J4os. . BuT North:Jmberland, though he had been pardoned, 
kncvv, that he never lhould be trufred, and that he was 
too powerful to be cordially forgiven by a prince, whofe 
:fituation gave him fuch reaftmable grounds of jca1oufy. 
It was the effeCl: either of Henry's vigil.ance or good for­
tune, or of the narrow genius of his enemies, that no 
proper concert was ever formed among them : They rofe 
in rebellion one after another; and thereby afforded him 
an opportunity of fupprciring fingly thofe infur1ections, 
which, had they been united, might have proved fata_l to 
his a-uthority. The earl of Nottingham, fon of the duke 
of N orfo1k, and the archbifhop of York, brother to the 
earl of Wiltfl1ire, \Vhom Henry, then duke of Lancafi:er, 
had beheaded at Btifiol, though they had remained quiet 
while Piercy was in the field, frill harbo..1red in their 
breafi a violent hatred againfr the enemy of their fami­
lies; and they determined, m conjunction with the earl 

i Chron. Otterbourne, p. 2.z5. 
k Rymer, vol. viii, P• 353• 

of 
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of Northumberland, to feek revenge againfl: him. ~heyC HA P. 

XVIII. ' betook thcmfelves to arms before that powerful nobleman '--v--' 
wa~ prepared to join theq1 ; and publilhing a manifefro, 140~. 
in which they reproached Henry witb his ufurpation of 
the crown and the murder of the late king, they required, 
that the right line fuould be rcfiored, and all public grie ... 
vances be redreifed. The earl of Wefrmoreland, whofe 
power lay in the neighbourhood, approached them with 
an inferior force at Shipton near Y ?rk; and being afraid 
to hazard an action, he at ~mpted to fubdue them by a 
ftratagem, which nothing but ;he greatefl: folly and fim-
plicity on their part could have t:endered fuccefsful. He 
defired a conference with the archbilhop and earl between 
the armies: He heard their grievances with great pati-
ence: He begged them to propofe the remedies: Heap-
proved qf every expedient which they fuggefied: He grant .. 
ed them all their demands: He alfo engaged that Henry 
fhould give them entire fatisfaction: And when he faw 
them pleafed with the facility of his conceffions, he ob .. 
ferved to them, that, fince amity was now in e.ffeB: re .. 

frored between them, it were better on both fides to difmifs 
their forces, which otherwife would prove an unfupport-
ab1e burthen to the country. The archbilhop and the 
earl of Nottingham immediately gave directions to that 
purpofe: Their troops di!banded upon the field : But 

Wefimoreland, who had fecretly ilfued contrary orders to 
his army, feized the two rebels without refifiance, and 
carried them to the king, who was advancing with hafry 
marches to fupprefs the infurretl:ion 1• The trial and 
puniihment of an archbiihop might have proved a trou-
blefome and dangerous undertaking, had Henry proceeded 
regularly, and allowed time for an oppofition to form 
itfelf againfr that unufual meafure: 'rhe celerity of the 
txecution alone could here render it fafe and prudent. 

1 W lf:n~ham, p. 373• Otterbeurne, P• 2. SS• 

finding 
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c H A P. Finding that Sir William Gafcoigne, the chief jufl:icc~ 
xvur. r. l f .n..· h' fi h . "---v---1 made fome 1crup e o a~.:.ung on t IS occa wn, .e appomt-
HQS· e.d Sir William Fulthorpe for judge; who, Without any 

indiCtment, trial, or defence, pronounced fentence of 
.death upon the prelate, which was prefently executed. 
This was the firfr infiance in England of a capital punifh­
ment infliCted on a bilhop; whence the clergy of that 
rank might learn, that their crimes, more thap thofe of 

' laics, were not to pafs with impunity. The earl of Not­
tingham was condemned and executed in the fame fum­
mary manner : But though many other perfons of condi­
tion, fc~ch as lord Falconberg, Sir Ralph Hafiings, Sir 
John Colville, were engaged in this rebellion, no others 

feern to have fallen via:ims to Henry's feverity. 
THE earl of Northumberland, on receiving this intel-

1 igcnce, Red into Scotland, together with lord Bardol f 1 ; 

and the king, without oppofition, reduced all the cafi:les 
and f0rtreffcs belonging to thcfe noblemen. He thence 
turned his arms againfl Glendour, over whom his fon> 
the prince of Wales, had obtained fome advantages: But 
that enemy, more troubJefome than dangerous, frill found 
means of (Lfending himfdf in his faftneiT~s, and of eh~-

1407, ing, though not rdifling, all the force of EnglanLL I1' 
a fubfequent feafon, the earl of Northumberland and lord 
BardoH~ impatient of their exile, entered the North, i11 
hopes of raifing the pt•ople to arms; but found the coun­
try in fuch a pofiure as rendered all their attempts unfuc­
ccfsful. Sir Thomas Rokefby, fueriff of Yorkfhire, 
levied fome forces, attacked the invaders at Bramham, 
and gained a viCtory, in which both Northumberland and 
Bardolf were !lain m. This profperous event, joined to 
the death of Glendour, which happened foon after, freed 
Henry from all his domefiic enemies; and this prince, 

who had mounted the throne by fuch unjufiifiable means, 

1 '\YaHingham, p. 374• n1 lbid, p. 377• Chron. Otterb, p. ~61. 
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and held it by fuch an exceptionable title, had yet, by his 0 H A P. 
XVIII. 

valour, prudence, and addrefs, accufiomed the people to "-v----1 
the yoke, and had obtained a greater afcendant over his 14o1• 

haughty barons, than the law alone, not fupported by 
thefe active qualities, was ever able to confer. 

ABOUT the fame time, fortune gave Henry an advan­
tage over that neighbour, who, by his fituation, was 
mofi: enabled to difi:urb his government. Robert III. 
king of Scots, was a prince, though of flender capac1ty, 
extremely innocent and inoffenfive in his conduct: But 
Scotland, at that time, was :fiill ltfs fitted than England 
for chcri!hing, or even enduring, fovereigns of that cha­
racter. The duke of Albany, Robert's brother, a prince 
of more abilities, at lea!l: of a more boifierous and violent 
difpolition, had affumed the government of the fiate; and 
pot fatisfie~ with prefent authority, he entertained the 
(::riminal purpofe of ext~rpating his brother's children, 
an~ of acquiring the crown to his own family. He 
threw in prifon David, his elddl: nephew; who there 
perifhe0 by hunger: J ames 4llonc, the younger brother 
of David, fl:ood between that tyrant and the throne; and 
king Robert, fenfible of his fon's danger, embarked him 
on board a !hip, with a view of fending him to France, 
and ent~ufi:ing him to the protection of that friendly 
power. Unfortunately, the vefiel was taken by the Eng­
lifh ; prince James, a boy about nine years of age, was 
~arried to London; and thqugh there fubfified at that 
~ime a truce between the kingdoms, Henry refufed to re­
fiore the young prince to his liberty. Robert, worn out 
with cares and infirmities, was unable to bear the fuock: 
of this lafi: misfortune; and he foon after died, leaving 
the government in th~ hands of the duke of Albany 0 • 

Henry was now m~re fenflble than ever of the importance 
pf the acq uifition, which he had made : While he re-.. ' 

o Buchanan, lith 10• 

taine£1 
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c H A P. tained fuch a pledge, he was fure of keeping the duke of 

~ Albany in dependance; or if offended, he could eafily, 
H07· by refroring the true heir, take ample revenge upon the 

'-lfurper. But though the king, by detaining James in 
the Engli!h court, had lhown himfelf fomewhat deficient 

in generofity, he made ample amends, by giving that 
prince an ex.cellent education, which afterwards qualified 
him, when he mounted the throne, to reform, in fome 
meafure, the rude and barbarous manners of his native 

(:ountry. 
'I'HE hofiile difpofitions, which of late had prevailed 

between France and England, were refhained, during the 

·greater part of this reign, from appearing in action. 
'The jealoufies and civil commotions, with which both 
nations were difrurbed, kept each of them from taking 
advantage of the unhappy fituation of its neighbour. But 
as the abilities and good fortune of Henry had fooner been 
<:1ble to compofe the Englifh factions, this p1ince began, 

in the later part of his reit;n, to look abroad) and to fo­
ment the animofities between the families of Burgundy 
and Orleans, by which the government of France was, 
during that period, fo much d.ifiracted. He knew, that 

ohe great fource of the national difconte~t againfr his pre­
deceiror, was the inaB:ivity of his reign; and he hoped, 
by giving a new direction to the refilefs and unquiet fpi­
rits of his people, to prevent their breaking ou.t in .domef-

1411• tic wars and diforders. That he might unite policy 
with force, he firfi entered into treaty with the duke 
of Burgu_ndy, -.nd fent that prince a fmall body of 
t_roops, which fupported him againfi: his enemies P. Soon 
after, he hearkened to, more advantageous propofals 
made him by the duke of Orleans, and difpatched a greater 

t4n. body to fupport that party q. But the leaders of the op­
pofite factions having made a temporary accommodation, 

11 Waliingham, p. 380, 'l Rymer, vol. viii. p. 715. 73i. 
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the interefrs of the Englilh were facrificed; and this efFort c H A P. 

H d . h . iT" • } • d f . 1 r. XVIII. of enry prove , m t e 111ue, entire y vam an rUlt e1s. '--v---l 
The declining fiate of his health and the fhortnefs of his 1411 •• 

reign, prevented him from renewing the attempt, which 
his more fortunate fon carried to fo great a length againft 
the French monarchy. 

SucH were the military and foreign tranfaB:ions of this Parliamen ~ 
· Th · "1 d 1· r h ary tranfac:• re1gn: e CIVI an par 1amentary are 10mew at more tions. 

memorable, and more worthy of our attention. During 
the two laft reigns, the elections of the commons had 
appeared a circumfiance of government not to be ne­
glected ; and Richard was even accufed of ufing un­
warrantable methods for procuring to his partizans a feat 
in that houfe. This prattice formed one confiderable 
article of charge againfi: him in his depofition; yet Henry 
{crupled not to tread in his footfieps, and to encourage 
the fame abufes in eletl:ions. Laws were enatl:ed againft 
fuch undue influence, and even a iheriff was punifheu 
for an iniquitous return, which he had made r: But Jaws 
were commonly, at that time, very ill executed; and the 
liberties of the people, fuch as they were, fiood on a 
furer bafis than on laws and parliamentary eletl:ions. 
Though the houfe of commons was little able to with­
fiand the violent currents, which perpetually ran be­
tween the monarchy and the ari:fi:ocracy, and though that 
houfe might eafily be brought, at a particular time, to 
make the moft unwarrantable conceffions to either; the 
general inftitutions of the ftatc frill remained invariable ; 
the interefts of the feveral members continued on the fame 
footing; the fword was in the hands of the fubject; and 
the government, though thrown into temporary diforder, 
foon fettled itfelf on its ancient foundations. 

DuRING the greater part of this reign, the king was 
obliged to court popularity; and the houfe of commons, 

r Cotton, o. 1.9. 

fenfiblc 
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C H A P. fenfible of their own importance, began to affume powersj 

~which had not ufually been exercifed by their predeceffors. 

1412.. In the firfr year of Henry, they procured a law, that no 

judge, in concurring with any iniquitous meafure, :lhould 

be excufed by pleading the orders of the king, or even 

the danger of his own life from the menaces of the fove­

reign s. In the fecond year, they infifi:ed on maintain­

ing the practice of not granting any fupply before they 

1·eceived an anfwer to their petitions; which was a tacit 

manner of bargaining with the prince t. In the fifth 

year, they defired the king to remove from his houfehold 

four pctfons who had difpleafed them, among whom 

was his own confeffor; and Henry, though he told them; 

that he knew of no offence which thefe men had 

committed, yet, in order to gratify them, complied with 

their requefi: u. ~n the fixth year, they voted the king 

fupplies, but appointed treafurers of their own, to fee 

the money difburfed for the purpofes intended, and re­

quired them to deliver in their accounts to the houfe w. 

In the eighth year, they propofed, for the regulation of 

the government and houfehold, thirty important articles, 

which were all agreed to; and they even obliged all the 

members of council, all the judges, and all the officers 

of the houfehold, to fwear to the obfervance of them x. 

The abridger of the records remarks the unufual liberties 

taken by the fpeaker and the houfe during this period Y. 

But the great authority of the commons was but a tem­

por;l'·y ac! vantage, arifi.ng. from the prcfent fituation. In 

a fubfequcnt parliament, when the fpeaker made his cuf.. 

tomary application to the throne for liberty of fpeech, 

the king~ having now overcome all his domefiic ddfi. 

culties, plainly told him, that he would have no novelties 

introduced, and would enjoy his prerogatives. But on 

6 Cotton, p. 3 64. 

w lb1d, p. 438. 

ll 

t lb1d, p. 406. 

x lbid, P• 4so, 4S7c 
u Ibid. p. 426. 

y lb1d, p. 46, 

.the 
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the whole, the limitations of the government feem to C xf~nfr.F'. 
have been more fenlibly felt, and more carefulJy main- "---..r---1 
tained by Henry, than by any of his predeceffors. 1'4 1~ 

DuRING this reign, when the houfe of commons 
were, at any time, brought to make unw:1ry con·teffions 

to the crown, they alfo fhewed their freedom by a fpeedj 

retr01etation of them. Henry, though he entertained a 
perpetual and well-grounded jealcu(y of the family of 
1\1ortimer, allowed not their name to be once mentivned 

in parliament; and as none of the rebels had ventured to 

declare the earl of Marche king, he never attempted to 

procure, what would not have been tefuf:.\l Him, an ex­
prefs declaratiort againli: the cLa.im of that nobleman ; be­

caufc he knew that fuch a declaration, in the prefent 

circumfiances, would have no authority, and would only 

ferve to revive the memory of l\1ortimer's title in th~ 
minds of the people. He proceeded in his porpofe after a 
more artful and covert manner. He procured a fettlement 
of the crown on himlclf and his heirs-male z, thereby 

tacitly excluding the females, and transferring the Salic 
law into the Englifh government. He thought, that, 
though the houfe of PJantagenet h:~d at firfr derived their 
title from a female, this was a remote event, unknowt\ 

, t<> the generality of the people; and if he could once ac­
cufl-om them to the praCl:ice of excluding women, the 
title of the earl of Marche would gradually be forgotten 

and ncglecred by them. But he was very unfortunate in 

this attempt. During the long contcfis with France, 
c inj ufl:ice of the Salic law had been fo much exclaimed 

~gainH by the nation, that a cont.rary principle had taken 
·deep root in the minds of men ; and it was now become 
·impofiible to eradicate it. 1"'he fame houfe of commons, 

therefore, in a fubfequcnt fefiion, apprehenfive that they 
'h~d ovcrturnfKI the foundations of the EM&lilh govern• 
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c H 4. P. ~ent, and that they had opened the door to more civil 
XVIII. h . h ( f l . 1 I . ~wars t an m1g t en ue even rom t 1e trregu ar e evatwn 
141:.. of the houfe of Lancafl:er, applied with fuch earnefinefs 

for a new fettlement of the crown, that Henry yielded to 

their requefi, and agreed to the fucceffion of the princeffes 
of his family a. A certain proof, that nobody was, in 

his heart, fatisfied with the king's title to the crown, or 

knew on what principle to refi it. 
BuT though the commons, during this reign, fuowed 

a laudable zeal for liberty in their tranfatl:ions with the 
crown; their efforts againft the church were fiill more 
extraordinary, and feemed to anticipate very much the fpi­
rit which became fo general in little more than a century 

afterwards. I know, that the credit of thefe paffages 
refis entirely on one ancient hiilorian b ; but that hifio­

rian was contemporary, was a clergyman, and it was 
contrary to the interefts of his order to preferve the me• 
mory of fuch tranfatl:ions, much more to forge prece­

(}cnts, which pofterity might, fome time, be tempted to 

Imitate. This is a truth fo evident, that the moft likely 

way of accounting for the filence of the records on this 

head, is by fuppofing, that the authority of fome church­
men was fo great as to procure a razure, with regard to 

thefe circumfl:ances, which the indifcretion of one of that 

order has happily preferved to us. 
IN the fixth of Henry, the commons, who had been 

required to grant fupplies, propofed in plain terms to the 

I ' king, that he fuould feize all the temporalities Qf the 
church, and employ them as a perpetual fund to ferve tlu: 
exigencies of the ftate. They iniifted, that the clergy 
poffeffed a third of the lands of the kingdom ; that they 
contributed nothing to the public burdens; and thtt 

their riches tended only to difqualify them from performing 
their minifierial functions with proper zeal and atten-

a Rymer, vol. viii. P• .;6z, 
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tion. '\Vhen this addrefs was prefented, the archbi!hop C H A P. 

of Canterbury, who then attended the king, objected,~ 
that the clergy, though they went not in perfon to the 1 411 • 

wars, fent their va1fals and tenants in aB cafes of necef-
fity; while at the fame time they themfelves, who fhid 
at home, were employed, night and day, in offering up 
their prayers for the happinefs and profperity of the Hate. 

·The fpeaker fmiled, and anfwered without referve, that 
he thought the prayers of the church but a very flender 

fupply. The archbilhop however prevailed in the dif­
pute: The king difcouraged the application of the com­
mons : And the lords rejected the bill which the: lower 
houfe had framed for ftripping the church of her re­
venues c, 

THi commons were not difcouraged by this repulfe: 
In the eleventh of the king they returhed to the charge 

with more zeal than before : 'fhey made a calculation 
of all the ecclefia!l:ical revenues, which, by their ac­
count, amounted to 48 5,000 marks a-year, and con­
tlined r8,400 ploughs of land. They propofed to divide 
this property among fifteen new earls, rsoo knights, 

6ooo efquires, and a hundred hofpitals; befides ~o,ooo 

pounds a-year, which the king might take for his own 
ufe: And they infifl:ed, that the clerical functions would 

be better performed than at prefent, by 15,000 pari!h 

priefis, paid at the rate of feven marks a-piece of yearly 
ftipend d. This application was accompanied with an 

addrefs for mitigating the ftatutes enacted againfi: ·he 
Lollards, which fhows from what fource the addrefs 

came. The king gave the commons a fevere reply; and 

farther to fatisfy the eh urch, ~nd to prove that he W;'I S 

.Giuite in earnefi, he ordered a Lollard to be burned before 

the di1folution of the parliament e. 

'C: Walfingbaml P· 3ilo Ypod. LT ellll. p. s63· d Vlalfingham, 

p. 379• Tit . Liviu~. c Rymer, vol. viii, P• 6 7• Otterbourn<", 

l?· 26]. 
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c H A P. We have n'ow related almo!l: all the memorable tran( .. 
XVIU. f . . h' h b r. d n· b t '---v--'aCtions o th1s rcxgn, w xc was tllY an a~LIVe; u 

t413. produced few events, that deferve to be tranfmitted to 
pofierity. The king was fo much employed in defending 
his crown, which he had obtained by unwarrantable 
means, and poffeffcd by a ba<i title, that he had little 
leifure to look abroad, or perform any aC:l:ion, which 
might redound to the honour and advantage of the na­
tion. His health declined fome months before his death : 

He was fubjeCl: to fits, which bereaved him, for the time, 
of his fenfes : And though he was yet in the flower of 

:!cthMarch. his age, his end was vilibly approaching. He expired at 
D~a h, ~7efiminfrer in the forty-fixth year of his age, and the 

thirteenth of his reign. 

and ch:mc- 'T'nE great popubrity, which Henry enjoyed before 
~~~~;.f the he attained the rown, and which had fo mu-ch aided 

him in the 4cquifition of it, was entirely lo:!l: many years­
before the end of his reign ; and he governed his people 
more by terror than by affection, more by his own policy 
than by their fenfe of duty or allegiance. When men 
came to refl.eCl: in cool blood on the crimes which had 
led him to the throne; the rebellion again:!l: his prince ; 
the depofition of a lawful king, guilty fometimes per­
haps of oppreffion, but more frequently of indifcretion; 
the exclufion of the true heir; the murder of his fove~ 
reign and 11ear relation; thefe were fuch enormities a-s 
drew on him the hatred of his fubjeB:s, fanctified all the 
rebellions againfl: him, and made the executions, though. 
not remarkably fevere, which he found neceffary for the 
maintenance of his authority, appear cruel as well as ini­
quitous to the people. Yet without pretending to apoio­
~ize for thefe crimes, which mu:!l: ever be held in detefi:a­
tion, it may be remarked, that he was infenfibly led into 
this blameab!e conduct by a train of incidents, which few 
men poflcfs virtue enough to withfi:and. The injufi:ice 

wit b. 
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Miith which his predecc.ffcr had treated him, in firft con- C H A P. 

d . h" . b ·11.. h d fi ·1· h" f XVJJI. emnmg 1m to amUlment, t en e po1 mg 1m o '--v--:' 
his patrimony, made him naturally think of revenge, and 141.3• 

of 'recovering his lofi: rights ; the headlong zeal of the 
people hurried him i·nto the thro e; the care of his own 
fecurity, a~ well as his ambition, made him an ufurper; 
and the fl:eps have al;ways been fo few between .the prifons 
of princes and their graves, that we need not wonder, that 
.Richard;s fate was no exception to the general rule. All 
t!1efe confiderations make Henry's fituation, if he retained 
any fenfe of virtue much to be lamented ; and the in­
quietude, with whic~ he poffefred his envied greatnefs, 
at d the rernorfes, by which, it is faid, he was continually 
.hau ted, render him an object of our pity, even when 
feated upon the throne. But it mufi: be owned, that his 
,prudence and :vigilance and forcfight, in main,taining his 
power, were admirable: His command ,of temper remark-
able: r.Iis courage, both militartY and political, without 
blernifh: Anp he poffeifcd many qualities, which fitted 
him for his high fl:ation, and which rendered his ufurpa-
tion of it, though pernicious in after .. times, rather falu .. 
tary, during his own reign, to the Englifl1 nation. 

HENRY was twice married: By his firfi: wife, Mary de 
Bohun, daughter and co-heir of the earl of Hereford, he 
had four fons, Henry, his fucceiTor in the throne, Tho .. 
mas duke of Clarence, John duke of Bedford, and Hum­
phrey duke of Glocefl:er; and t\VO daughters, Blanche 
and Philippa, the former married to the duke of Bavaria, 
the latter to the king of Denmark. His fecond wife, 
J ane, whom he married after he was king, and who was 
daughter of the king of N avarre, and widow of the duke 
of Britanny, brought him no iiTue. 

BY an act of the fifth of this reign, it is made felony 
to cut out any perfon's tongue or put out his eyes; 
crimes, which, the aCl: fays, were very frequent. This 
fava~e fpirit of revenge denotes a barbarous people; though 

G 2 pi:rhapa 
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c H A P. perhaps it was encreafed by the prevailing faCl:ions and 
XVIII. . 

"----y----J civil commotwns. . 
J-Pl· CoMMERCE was very little underfl:ood in this reign, as 

in all the preceding. In particular, a great jealoufy pre­
vailed againfi: merchant Jlrangers; and many refi:raints were 
by law impofed upon them; namely, that they fuould 
lay out in Englilh manufactures or commodities all the 
money acquired by the fale of their goods; that they 
lhould not buy or fell with one another, and that all their 
goods lhould be difpofed of three months after importa~ 
tion r. This Jaft claufe was found fo inconvenient, that 
it was foon after repealed by parliament. 

IT appears that the ex pence of this king's houfehold 
amounted to the yearly fum of I9,50ol. money of that 
age g. 

GurcciARDIN tells us, that the Flemings in this cen­
tury learned from Italy all the refinements in arts, which 
they taught the refl: of Europe. The progrefs, however, of 
the arts were fl:ill very flow and backward in England. 

_ f 4 Hen. IV, cap, 15. and 5 Hen~ IV, cap. 9• 
p. 6Jo. 

g Rymer, tom. viii, 
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H E N R Y V. 

The king's former diforders--His reformation­
crhe Lollards--Punijhment of lord Cob ham­
State of France--Invafion of that kingdom-- . 
Battle of Azincour--State of Prance--New 
invafion of France --AJ!a.flination of the duke of 
Burgundy--:freaty of 'Iro)'e--Marriage of 
the king--His death --and charafter­
MifcellaJJeous tranjaftions during this reign. 

T HE many jealoufics, to which Henry IV.'s fitua- cHAp; 

tion naturally cxpofed him, .had fo infected his XIX. 

temper, that he had e;nte,rtained unrcafonahle fufpicions ~ 
with regard to the fidelity of his eldeft fon; and during Tf hek'nffs 

ormcr cl ~ 

the latter years of his life, he had excluded that prince orders •. 

from all £hare in public bufinefs, and was even difpleafed 
to fee him at the head of armies, where his martial t::t-
lents, though ufeful to the fupport of government, ac­
quired him a renown, which, he thought, might prove 
<langerous to his own authority. The aCtive fpirit of 
young Henry, rcfirained from its proper exercife, broke 
out in extravagancies of every kind; and the riot of plea-
fure, the frolic of debauchery, the outrage of wine, fill-
ed the vacancies of a mind, better adapted to the pur. 
fuits of ambition, and the cares of government. 1'his 
courfc of life threw him among companions, wlwfe dif­
orders, if accompanied with fpirit and humour, he in­
dulged and feconded; and he ,~;as detected in many 
f...tllies, which, to feverer eyes, appeared totally unworthy 
~f his rank ancl fi ation. 'There even remains a tradit ion, 

G 3 that,~ 
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c H A P. that, wlen heated with liquor and jollity, he fcrupled not 
XIX. . 1r • • k. h cr. 
~to acconpany his notous auoc1ates m attac mg t e pallen-

,.i-13· gers on the firee:ts and highways, and defpoiling them of 

their goods; and he found an amufement in the incidents, 

which the terror and regret of thefe defencelefs people 

producd on fuch occafions. This extreme of diffolutc­

nefs p·oved equally difa6 ceable to his fath'-'r, as tliat 

eager 1pplication to bufinefs, which had at fir:fr given 
him occafion of jealoufy; ' and he faw in his fon's beha­

viour :he fame neglect of tlccency, the fame attachment 

to low company, which liad degraded tne perfonal cha­
raCter )f Richard, ancl whicH, more than all his errors 

in gov:tnment, had tended t overturn hi throne. But 

the na~ion in general confidcred the' young prince with 

more indulgence; and obferved fo many gleams of gene­

rofity, fpirit, and magnanimity, breaking continually 
throu§h the cloud, which a wild conduct threw over his 

chara,'ter, that they never ceafe<l hoping for his amend­

ment ! and they afcribed all tlie weeds, wliich 1hot up in 

that rich foi1, to the want of proper culture and atten­

tion i1 the king and his rninifrers. There happened an 

incide1t which encouraged thefe agreeable views, and gave 
much occafion for favourable reflections to all men of1 

fenfe md candour. A riotous companion of the prince's 

had bten in dieted before Gafcoigne, the chief j uftice, for 

fome diforders; and Henry was not afhamed to appear 

at the bar with the criminal, in order to give him coun­

tename and protection. Finding, that his prefence had 

not o.rer-awed the chief juffice, he proceeded to infult 

that rnagifi:ratc on his tribunal; but Gafcoigne, mindful 
of the charaCl:er which he then.bore, and the rnajefiy of 
the fovereign and of the laws, which he fuftained, order­

~d the prince to be carried to prifon for his rude belia-

. ' viour\. The fpeCl:ators were agreeably difap~ointed, when 

~ Hall~ fol. 33• 
they 
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tliey faw tne heir of the crown fubmit pcaceally to this c H A ~. 

fen ten cc, make reparation for his error by ackn~ledging ~ 
it, and check his impetuous nature in the mifi >fits ex- 14•3· 

travagant career. 
THE memory of this in~ident, and of many others of H_is reform­

a like nature, rendered the profp a. of the futJre reign ctwn. 

nowife difagreeable to the nation, and encreafed tHe joy, 
which the death of fo unpopular a prince as tne late king 
naturally occafioned. The firft fieps taken by tle young 
prince confirmed all thofe prepofleffions, enter:ained in 
his favour i, H~ called together his former corrpanions, 
acquainted them with his intended reformation, exhorted 
them to imitate his example, out firitl:ly inhibied them, 
till they had given proofs of their finceri.ty in tlis parti-
cular, from appearing any more in his prefence, and he 
thus difmiffed them with liBeral prefcnts k. ~he wife 

.minifters of his father, who had checked his rio:s, found 
that they had unknowingly been paying the higtefl: court 
to him; and were received with all the marks cf favour 
and confidence. The chief jufl:ice himfelf, who :rem bled 
to approach the royal prefence, met with praif5 infl:ead 
~f reproaches, for his paft condutl:, and was extorted to 
perfevere in the fame rigorous an~ impartial execution of 
the laws. The furprize of thofe vlho expetl:ed an oppo­
fite benaviour, augmented their fatisfacrion; and the cha ... 
ratl:er of the young king appeared brighter than if it had 
never been :lhadcd by any errors. 

BuT Henry was anxious not only to repair .1is own 
mifcondutl:, but alfo to make amends for thofe iriquities, 
into which policy or the neceffity of affairs had )etraycd 
his father. He expreficd the decpefl: forrow forthe fate 
of the unhappy Richard, did juftice to the mcnory of 
that unfortunate prince, even performed his fune.ral obfe-

i Walling. p. 38z. k HaU, fol. 33• Holing!h-ed, p. 5 ~l· God-
w~n's Life of He11ry V. p. I, 

G4 quies 
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c H ~ P. quies with pomp and folemnity, and cherilhed all tho(e 

~~who had difi: inguilhed themfelves by their loyalty and 
JfJJ• ~ttachment towards him 1• Inftead of continuing the 

!fh"' tol­
J a!d ~. 

reftraints which the jealoufy of his father had impofed on 

the earl of l\1arche, h~ received that young nobleman 
with fingular courtefy and favour; and by this magnani­

mity fo gained on the gentle and unambit'ous nature of 
pis competitor, that he remained ever after fincerely at­
tached to him, and gave him no difturbance in his future 
government. The family of Piercy was refl:orcd to its 
fortune and honours m. The king feetned ambitious to 
hury all party-difiinctions in oblivion : The infi:ruments 

of the preceding reign, who had been advanced from 
their blind zeal for the Lancaflrian interefis, more than 
from their rneri ts, gave place every where to men of 
more honourable characters : Virtue feeq1ed nQw to have 
an open career, in which it might exert i~felf ~ The 
exhortations, as well as example, of the prince gave 
it. encouragement: All men were unanimous in their at­
tachm~J1t to Henry; and the defects of his title were for­
gotten, amidfi the perfonal regard, which was univerfally 
l'aid to him. 

THERE remained among the people only one party di~ 
fl:inCl:ion, which was derived from religiq.1s differences, 

and which, as it is of a peculiar and co~monly a very 
obfrinate nature, the popularity of Henry was not able 

to overcome. The Lollards were every day encreafing in 

the k ingdom, and were become a formed party, wh1ch 

01ppcarcd extremely dangerous to the church, and even 
formidable to the civil a4th ority n. The enth!lfiafm by 
\Vhich thefe fcehries were generally aetuat~d, the great 
~ Iterations w·hich they preter;dcq to introduce, the hatred 

y hich they cx?rdfed againft the cftabliihed hierarchy, 

i H . ~ C'ro\ iand. con ti n. fbll, fo l. 34· Ho~in glheJ, p. 544• ~Ho-
r;p;: t1.r 1: p. 5~ -. n 'dalii ngham, I'· l~~ · 
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gave an alarm to Henry ; who, either from a fincere at- c H A P. 

h . 1' . f d d f XIX. tachment to t e ancient re 1g10n, or rom a rea o the 1.---v---J 

unknown confequences, which attend all important 1413• 

changes, was determined to execute the laws againft fuch 
bold innovators. The head of this feet was Sir John 
Oldcafile, lord Cobham, a nobleman, who had difiin-
guilhed himfelf by his valour and his military talents, 
and had, on many occafions, acquired the efreem both 
of the late and of the prefent king 0 • His high character 
and his zeal for the new feet pointed him out to Arundel, 
archbi!hop of Canterbury, as the proper viCl:im of eccle-
fiafiical feverity; whofe punilhment would ftrike a terror 
into the whole party, and teach them that they mufi ex-
pect no mercy under the prefent adminifhation. He ap-
plied to Henry for a permiffion to indict lord Cobham P; 

but the generous nature of the prince was averfe to fuch 
fanguinary methods of converfion. He reprefented to the 
primate, that reafon and conviction were the befi expe-
dients for fupporting truth; that all gentle means ought 
firfi to be tried, in order to reclaim men from error ; and 
that he himfelf would endeavour, by a converfation with 
Cobham, to reconcile him to the catholic faith. But he 
found that nobleman obfii~ate in his opinions, and de-
termined not to fJcrifice truths of fuch infinite moment 
to his complaifance for fovereigns q. Henry's principles 
of toleration, or rather his love of the praCl:ice, could 
~arry him no farther; and he then gave full reins to ec­
clefi.afiical feverity againfi the inflexible herefiarch. The 
primate indiClcd Cobham; and with the affifiance of his 
three fuffragans, the biiliops of London, '\Vinchcfier, 
and St. David's, condemned him to the flames for his 

rroneous opm10ns. Cobham, who was confined in the 
rrower, made his efcape before the dly appointed fur his 

o Walfingham, P· 3Sz. P Fox•s AEls and Mcnu:nent~, p. 513. 

R ·mer, ~ol. ix. p. 6r. WZ~l!i.r.gham1 p. 383. 
execution 
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c H A P. execution. The bold fpirit of the man, provoked by 
~ perfecution and ftimulatea by zeal, was urged to attempt 

'•P3· the mofr criminal enterprizcs; and nis unlimited autho­
rity over the new feet proved, that lie well merited the 
attention of the civil magiftrate. He formed in liis re­
treat very violent defigns againft his enemies ; and dif:.. 
patching his en1ilfaries to all quarters, appointed a gene­
ral rendezvous of the party, in order to {eize the perfon 
of the king at Eltham, and put their perfecutors to the 

T414. {word r. Henry, apprized of their intention, removed 
6th Jan. to 'Veftminfier : Cobham was not dh-::o .aged by this 

difappointment; out cHanged the place of rendezvous 
to the field near St. Giles's : The king, h~ving fliut the 
gates of the city, to prevent any re-inforcement to the 
J .... ollards from tHat quarter, came into tne fields in the 
Iiight-time, fcizcd fuch of the confpirators as appeared, 
and :rf~nvards laid hold of the feveral parties, who were 
haf.1ening to the place appointed. It appeared, that a few 
only were in the fecret of the confpiracy: 'Fhe reft im­
pli ·itly followed tHeir leaders: But upo!l the trial of the 
prifoners, tlie trcafon~ble defigns of the fetl: were render­
ed ce1 tain, botn from evidence and from the confeffion 
of the crin inals themfelves s. Some were executed; 
the grea.ter numBer pardoned' t. Cobham, himfelf, who 
made his efcape by flight, was not brought to j uftice, till 

ru~i ihme!Jt four years after; when lie was hanged as a traitor; and 
~: lor d Cob· his body was burnt on the gibbet, in execution of the 
1•ama 

{entence pronounced againft· him as a heretic u. This 
criminal defign, which was perhaps fomewhat aggravated 
by the clergy, -brought difcredit upon the party, and 
cHecked the progrefs ·of that feet, which had embraced 
the fpeculative doctrines of WicklifFe, and at the fame 
time afpired to a· reformation of ecclefiaftical abufes. 

r W:JHingham, p. 385. s Cotton, p. 554· Hall, foJ. 35· Ho· 
lingfhcd, p. 544• t Rymer, vol. ix-. p. u9. U9· '93• u VIal· 

~ham, P• 4-oo. Otterbourne, p. '18o, Holingfhed, p. 56x. 
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'FHR3E two points were the great objects of the l,ol- c H A P. 

lards; But the bulk of tlie nation was not affeel:ed in the~~ 
fame degree by oath of them. Common fenfe and ob- 14~4. 
vious r fletl:ion had difcovered to the people tne advantages 
of a reformation in difcipline; but the age was not yet 
fo far advanced as to be feized with the fpirit of contro-

verfy, or to enter into thofe abfhufe doB:rines, which the 
Lollards endeavoured to propagate throughout the king-

dom. The very notion of herefy alarmed tlie generality 

of die people : Innovation in fundamental principles was 

fufpicious: Curiofity was not, as yet, a fufficient counter-
poize to authority: And even many, who were the 
greatefr friends to the reformation of abufes, were anxious 
to exprefs their deteftation of the fpeculative tenets of the 
\Vickliffites, which, they feared, threw difgrace on fo good 

a caufe. This turn of thought appears evidently in the 
proceedings of the parliament, which was fummoned im­
mediately after the detection of Cobham's confpiracy. 
That affem bly paffed fevere laws againft the new heretics : 
They enacted, that whoever was conviCted of Lollardy 
before the Ordinary, befides fuffering capital punifhment 
according to the laws formerly eftabliihed, fhould alfo 
forfeit his lands and goods to the king; and that the 
chancellor, treafurer, juftices of the two benches, fheri.ffs, 
jufl:ices of the peace, and all the chief magifhates in every 
city and borough, fhould take an oath to ufe their utmoft 
endeavours for the extirpation of herefy w. Yet this very 
parliament, when the king demanded fupply, renewed the 
offer formerly preffed upon his father, and entreated him to 
feize all the ecclefiafiical revenues, and convert them to 

die ufe of the crown x. The clergy were alarmed: They 
could offer the king no bribe which was equivalent : They 
cply agreed to confer on him all the priories alien, whiclj 

w ~Hell. V, chap, 71 x Hall, fol. 35• 

depended 

I 
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c H A P.depended on capital abbies in Normandy, and had been 
XJX . h h . . d ~bequeathed to thefe abbtes, w en t at provmce remame 
1414. united to England: And Chicheley, now archbiihop of 

Canterbury, endeavoured to divert the blow, by giving 

occupation to the king, and by perfuading him to under­

take a war againfl: France, in order to recover his loft 
rights to that kingdom Y. 

IT was the dying injunction of the late king to his 
fon, not to allow the Engliih to remain long in peace, 
which was apt to breed intefiine commotions; but to 
employ them in foreign expeditions, by which the prince 

might acquire honour; the nobility, in :lharing his dan­
gers, might attach themfelves to his perfon; and all the 
refilefs fpirits find occ,upation for their inquietude. The 

n;1tural difpofition of Henry fufficiently inclined him to 

follow this advice, and the civil diforders of France, 

which had been prolonged beyond thofe of England, 
opened a full career to his ambition. 

'4 1 5· THE death of Charles V. which followed foon after 
S tar t: of 
fnUJc ~ . that of Edward Ill. and the youth of his fon, Charles 

VI. put the two kingdoms for fome time in a fimilar 
fituation ; and it was not to be apprehended, that either 
of them, during a minority, would be able to make much 
advantage of the weaknefs of the other. The jealoufics 
alfo between Charles's three uncles, the dukes of Anjou, 

Berri, and Burgundy, had difl:racted the affairs of France 

rather more than thofe between the dukes of Lr.ncafier, 
York, and Gloucefier, Richard's three uncles, difordcred 

thofe of England ; and had carried off the attention of 
the French nation from any vigorous enterprize agai~fi: 
foreign fiates. But in proportion as Charles advanced in 
years, the factions were compofed ; his two uncles, the 

dukes of Anjou and B:.srg undy, died; and the king him .. 

Y Hall, fol. zs, 36. 

felf, 
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felf, affuming the reins of government, difcovered fymptoms C H A P. 
of genius and fpirit, which revived the drooping hopes of~ 
his country. This promifing fi:ate of affairs was not of long ' J4!S· 
duratiort: The unhappy prince fell fuddenly into a fit of 
frenzy, which rendered him incapable of exercifing his 
authority; and though he recovered from this diforder, 
he was fo (abjeCt: to relapfes, that his judgment was gra-
dually, but fenfibly impaired, and no fieady plan of go­
vernment could be purfued by him. The adminifiration 
of affairs was difputed between his brother, Lewis duke 
of Orleans, and his coufin-german, John duke of Bur-
gundy: The propinquity to the crown pleaded in favour 
of the former: The latter, who, in right of his mother, 
had inherited the county of Flanders, which he annexed 
to his father's extenfive dominions, derived a lu!he from 
his fuperior power: The people were divided between 
thefe contencling princes : And the king, now rcfuming, 
now dropping his authority, kept the victory undecided, 
and prevented any regular fettlement of the ftatc, by the 
final prevalence of either party. 

AT length, the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, 
feeming to be moved by the cries of the nation and by 
the interpofition of common friends, agree to bury all 
paft quarrels in oblivion, and to enter into ftriB: amity : 
They fwore before the altar the fincerity of their friend­
fuip ; the prieft adminifiered the facrament to both 
of them ; they gave to e,ach other every pledge, 
which could be deemed facred among men: But all this 
folemn preparation was on] y a cover for the bafe!l: trea­
chery, which was deliberately premeditated by the duke 
of Burgundy. He procured his rival to be affaffinated in the 
fireets of Paris: He endeavoured for fome time to conceal 
.the part which he took in the crime: But being detected, 
he .embraced a refolution frill more criminal and more 
.dangerous t@ fociety, by openly avowing and jufiifying 

8 it. 
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.c H A P. it z. The parliament itfelf of Paris, the tribunal of juC­
~ tice, heard the harangues of the duke's advocate in defence 

J9IS· of affaffination, which he termed tyrannicide; and that 
affembly, partly influenced by faction, partly overawed 
by power, pronounced no fentence of condemnation 
againfr this detclt,able docrrine a. The fame quefiion was 

afterwards agitated b' fore the council of Conftance; and 
it was with difficulty, that a feeble decifion~ in favourof 
the contrary opinion, was procured from thefe fathers of 

the church, the minifiers ~f peace and of religion. But 
the mifchicvous dfctl:s Qf that tenet, had they been be­

fore anywife dpubtful, apl{Cflred fuffic;ient;ly from the 
prefent incidents. The commifijon of this crime, whiGh 
defiroycd all trufi and fccprity, rendered the war itnP.lf.­
cable between the French parties, anp cut off every means 
of peace and aecommodation. rf'he princes of the blood, 
combining \:Vith the young duke of Orlean and his bro­
thers, made violent war on the duke of Burgundy; and 

the unhappy king, fcized fometimes by one party, fame­
times by the other, transferred alternately to each of them 

the appearance of legal authority. 'J'he provinces were 

laid wafte by mutual depredations : A faffinations were 

every .where committed from the animofity of the fevcral 

leaders; or what was equally terrible, executions were 

ordered, without any legal or free-trial, by pretended courts 

of judicature. The whole kingdom was ddl:inguifued 

into two parties, the Burgundians, and the Annagnacs; 

fo the adherents of the young duke of Orleans were called, 

from the count of Armagnac, father-in-law to that prince. 

The city of Paris, difrraB:ed between them, but inclin­
ing more to the Burgundians, was a perpetual fcene of · 

blood and violence; the king and royal family were often 

detained captives in the hands of the populace; their 

z La Laboureur, liv. xxvii, chap. 23 , 24. 

a Ibid. liv. '1.7• chap. '1..7· Monftrelet, chap. 39• 
f~ithful 
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faithful minifiers were butchered or imprifoncd before their C H A P. 

face; and it was dangerous for any man, amidfl: thefe en-~ 
raged facrions, to be difl:inguilhed by a fl:ricr adherence I•PS• 

to the principles of probity and honour. 
BuRING this fcene of general :violence, there rofc into 

fome confideration a body of men, which uf).lally makes 
no figure in public tranfacrions even during the moft 
peaceful times; and that was the univerfity of Paris, 
:whofe opinion was_ fomet · mes demanded, and more fre­
guently offered, in the multiplied difputes between the 
parties. The fchifm, by which the church was at that 
time divided, and which occafioned frequent controvcr­
fies in the univerfity, had raifed the profelfors to an un­
ufual degree of importance; and this conne8ion between 
literature and fuperfl:ition had befl:owed on the former a. 
weight, to which rcafon and knowledge are not, of them .. 
felves, any wife entitled among men. But there was ano­
ther fociety whofe fentiments were much more decifive at 
Paris, the fraternity of butchers, who, under the direcrion 
of their ringleaders, had declared for the duke of Bur­
,gundy, and committed the moft violent outrages again£! 
the oepofite p~rty. To counterbalance their power, the 
Armagnacs made interefl: with the fraternity of carpenters; 
the populace ranged themfel ves on one fide or the other ; 
and the fate of the capital depended on the prevalence of 
ci ther party. 

THE advantage, which might be made of thefe confu­
fions, was ealily perceived in England; and according to 
the maxims, which ufually prevail among nations, it was 
determined to lay hold of the favourable opportunity. 
The late king, who was courted by both the French 
parties, fomented the quarrel, by alternately fending af­
fifl:ance to each ; but the prefent fovereign, impelled by 
the vigour of youth and the ardour of ambition, deter­
mined to pulh his advantages tq a grcat<,:r lc.o.gth, and ~Q 

4 carry 
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C H A P, carry violent war into that difrraCl:ed kingdom.. But 
XIX. · • . f, h' d h . d 

"--v--' while, he was makmg preparations or t IS en , e trie 

14rs. to effect his purpofe by negotiation; and he fent over 

embaffadors to Paris, offering a perpetual peace and al­

liance ; but demanding Catharine, the French ki.1g's 

daughter, in marriage, two millions of crowns as her por­

tion, one millidn fix hundred thoufand as the arrean of 

king John's ranfom, and the immediate poffeffion and full 

fovereignty of Normandy and of all the other provin:es, 

which had been ravilhed from England by the arm; df 

Philip Augufl:us; together with the fuperiority of 3ri­

tanny and Flanders b. Such exorbitant demands flnw, 

that he was fen11ble of the prefent miferable conditio1 of 

France; and the terms, offered by the French coort, 

though much inferior, difcover their confcioufnefs of the 

fame melancholy truth. They were willing to give him 

the princefs in marriage, to pay him eight hundred tlou­

fand crowns, to refign the entire fovereignty of Guiennc, 

and to annex to that province the country of Perig:>rd, 

Rovergue, Xaintonge, the Angoumois, and other terri­

tories c. As H~nry rejeCted thefe conditions, and fcarcely 

hoped that his own demands would be complied ~ith, 

he never intermitted a moment his preparations for war, 

and h:tving affembled a great fleet and army at SoJth­

ampton, having invited all the nobilit.;- and military men 

of the kingdom to attend him by the hopes of gloryand 

Q( conq ueft, he came to the fea-fide, with a purpo~e of 

embarking on his expedition. 

b Rymer, vol. ix. p. 2.0&. 

e lbid, p. :u I. It is reported by forne hit1orians (f'!e Hitt. Coryl. Cont• 

p. soo) that the Dauphin, in derifion of Henry's claims and diffolute eh a· 

ratter, fent him ll box of tennis balls: intimating that•thefe implemmts of 

play were better adap~e!il to him than the infl:rumeots of war • • But thi1 fl:ory 

is by na means ctedible; the great offers made by the CI)Urt of France, fhow 

that they had already ente1tained a juit idea of Henry's ch:uaC!er, as veil as 
of their own fituation , 

,But 
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EuT while Henry was meditating conquefl:s upon his c H A P. 

neighbours, he unexpectedly found himfelf in danger~ 
frorr a confpiracy at home, which was happily deteCted 1415. 

in it infancy. The earl of Cambridge, fecond fan of the 
late juke of York, having efpoufed the fifier of the earl 
of Marche, had zealoully embraced the interefis of that 
fami'y; and had held fame conferences with lord 
Scrq>e of Maiham, and Sir Thomas Grey of Heton, 
abott the means of recovering to that nobleman his 
righ1 to the crown of England. The confpirators, as foon 
as d(teB:ed, acknowledged their guilt to the king d; and 
Hen'Y proceeded without delay to their trial and con­
demD.ation. The utmofi: that could be expeCl:ed of the 
befi cing in thofe ages, was, that he would fo far obferve 
the dfentials of jufiice, as not to make an innocent per-
fan ~ victim to his feverity: But as to the formalities of 
law, which are often as material as the effentials them-
felve;, they were facrificed without fcruple to the leaft 
inter.ft or convenience. A jury of commoners was fum-
montd: The three confpirators were indiB:ed before 
them: The confiable of Southampton cafile fwore, that 
they had feparately confeffed their guilt to him : Without 
otheJ evidence, Sir Thomas Grey was condemned and 
exectted ! But as the earl of Cambridge and lord Scrope, 
pleaced the privilege of their peerage, Henry thought 
proper to fummon a court of eighteen barons, in which 
the duke of Clarence prefided: The evidence, given be-
fore :he jury, was read to them: The prifoners, though 
one ,>f them was a prince of the blood, were not exa-
mincl, nor produced in court, nor heard in their own 
deferce; but received fentence of death upon this proof, 
whim was every way irregular and unfatisfaetory; and the 
fente1ee was foon after executed. The earl of Marche 
was a::cufed of having given his approbation to the confpi-

d Rymer, vol. ix. p. 3oo. T. Livii, p. 8, 

VoL. III. H racy, 
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C" H A P. racy, and received a general pardon from the king e. He 
XIX ' f h . . d b' ~was probably either Innocent o t e cnme tmpute to tm,. 
1415. er had made reparation by his early repentance and dif-

covc:ry f, 

J fi f THE fuccdfes, which the arms of EnQ:land have, in nva 10n o "' 
France. · different ages, obtained over thofe of France, have been 

14th Aug. 

much owing to the favourable fituation of the former 
kingdom. The Englilh, happily feated in an ifland, 
could make advantage of evti!ry misfortune which attended 
their neighbours, and were little expofed to the danger of 
rcprizals. They never left their own country, but when 

they were conduB:ed ·by a king of extraordinary genius, 
or found their enemy divided by intefrine faB:ions, or were 
fupported by a powerful alliance on the continent; and 
as all thefe circumftances concurred at prefent to favour 
their enterprize, they had reafon to expctl: from it pro­
portionable fu<:cefs. The duke of Burgundy,. expelled 
France by a combination of the princes, had been fe­
cretly foliciting the alliance of England g; and Henry 
knew, that this prince, though he fcrupled at firft to join 
the inveterate enemy of his country, would willingly, if 
he faw any probability of fuccefs, both affift him with his 
Flemi!h fubjetl:s, and draw over to the fame fide all his 
numerous partizans in France. Trufting therefore to this 
circumfl:ance, but without efl:ablifhing any concert with 
the duke, he put to fea, and landed near HarReur, at the 
head of an army of 6ooo men at arms, and 24,000 foot, 
mofily archers. He immediately began the fiege of that 
place, which was valiantly defended by d'Eftoiiteville, 
and under him b-y de Guitri, de Gaucourt, and others of 
the French nobility: But as the garrifon was weak, and 
the fortifications in bad repair, the governor was at laft 
obliged to capitulate; and he promifed to furrender the 

e Rymer,"·vol. ix. P• 303. f St, Remi, chap. lv, Goodwin, p. 65. 
g Rymer, vol, ix. p. 137, IJS. 

place 
3 
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place if he received no fuccour before the eighteenth ofC H A P. 

September. The day came, and there was no appear-~ 
ance of a French army to relieve him. Henry, taking ••PS• 

poffeffion of the town, placed a garrifon in it, and ex-
pelled all the French inhabitants, with an intention of 
peopling it anew with Englifh. 

THE fatigues of this fiege, and the unufual heat of 
the feafon, had fo wafted the Englilh army, that Henry 
could enter on no farther cnterprize; and was obliged to 
think of returning into England. He had difmificd his 
tranfports, which could not anchor in an open road 
upon the enemy's coafrs : And he lay under a neceffity of 
marching by land to Calais, before he could reach a place 
of fafety. A numerous French army of 14,000 men at 
arms and 40,000 foot was by this time affembled in Nor­
mandy under the confrable d' Albret; a force, which, if 
prudently conduB:ed, was fufficient either to trample 
down the Englifh in the open field, or to harnfs and 
reduce to nothing their fmall army, before they could 
finifh fo long and difficult a march. Henry, therefore, 
cautioufly offered to facrifice his conquefr of Harflcur for 
a fafe pafi"age to Calais ; but his propofal being rejeB:ed, 
he determined to make his way by valour and conduct 
through all the oppofition of the enemy i, That he 
might not difcourage his army by the appearance of 
flight, or expofe them to thofe hazards which naturally: 
attend precipitate marches, he made flow and deliberate 
journies k, till he reached the Somme, which he pur­
pofed to pafs at the ford of Blanq uetague, the fame 
place where Edward, in a like fituation, had before 
efcaped from Philip de Valois. But he found the ford 
rendered impafi"able by the precaution of the French ge­
neral, and guarded by a fhong body on the oppofite 

1 O.Laboureur, liv. 3S·chap. 6, k T, Livii, p. u. 

Hz bank; 
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c H A P. bank l; and he was obliged to march higher up the 
~river, in order to feek for a fafe pa[age. He was con-

l·PS• tinually haraffcd on his march by .A.ying parties of the 
enemy; faw bodies of troops on the other fide ready to 
oppofe every attempt; his provifions were cut off; his 
foldiers languifhed with fi.cknefs and fatigue; and his af­
fairs feemed to be reduced to a defperate fituation : When 
he was fo dexterous or fo fortunate as to feize by fur• 
prize a paffage near St. Q!.tintin, which had not been 
fufficiently guarded; and he fafely carried over hia 
army m. 

lhttle of 
Azincour. 

ssth oa. 

HENRY then bent his march northwards to Calais; but 
he was Hill e~pofed to great and imminent danger from 
the enemy, who had alfo paffed the Somme, and threw 
themfelves full in his way, with a purpofe of intercepting 
his retreat. After he had paffed the fmall river of Ter­
nois at Blangi, he was furprized to obferve from the 
heights the whole French army drawn up in the plains of 
Azincour, and fo pofted that it was impoffible for him to 
prcceed on his march, without coming to an engage­
ment. Nothing in appearance could be more unequal 
than the battle, upon which his fafety and all his fortunes 
now depended. The Englifh army was little more than 
half the number, which had difembarked at Harfleur; 
and they laboured under every difcouragement and ne· 
ceffity. The enemy was four times more aumerous ; 
was headed' by the dauphin and all the princes of the 
blood; and was plentifully fu·pplied with provifions of 
every kind. Henry~s fituation was exaCl:ly fimilar to that 
of Edward at Crefly, and that of the Black Prince at! 
Poictiers ; and the memory of thefe great events, infpir­
ing the Englifh with courage, made them hope for a like 
deliverance from their prefent difficulties. The kin~ 

1 St. R.cmi, thap. sS• m T. Liv-ii, p. 13. 

likewife 
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likewife obferved the fame prudent conduCl: which had c HA P. 
. XIX 

been followed by thefe great commanders : He drew up~ 
his army on a narrow ground between two woods, which 1•PS• 

guarded each flank; and he patiently expeCl:ed in that 
pofl:ure the attack of the enemy n. 

HAD the French conflable been able, either to reafon 
jufi:ly upon the prefent circumfl:ances of the two armies, 
or to profit by pafl: experience, he had declined a combat, 
and had waited, till neceffity, obliging the Engli!h to 
advance, had made them relinqui!h the advantages of their 
fituation. But the impetuous valour of the nobility, and 
a vain confidence in fuperior numbers, brought on this 
fatal aCl:ion, which proved the fource of infinite calamities 
to their country. T~e French archers on horfeback and 
their men at arms, crowded in their ranks, advanced 
~po~ the Englilh archers, who had fixed pallifadoes in 
their front to break the impreffion of the enemy, and who 
fafely plyed them, from behi.nd that defence, with a 
.£bower of arrows, which nothing could ~efifl: o. The 
day foil, moiil:ened by fome rain, which had lately fallen, 
proved another obftacle to the force of the French cavalry: 
The wounded men anq ho.rfes difcompofed their ranks: 
The narrow compafs, in which they were pent, hindered 
them from recovering any order: The whole army was a 
fcene of confufion, terror, and difmay: And Henry, per­
ceiving his advantage, ordered the Engli!h archer:;, who 
wen~ light anc~ unincumbered, to advance upon the ene­
my, and feize the moment of viCtory. They feH with 
their battle-axes upon the French, who, in their prefent 
pofture, were incapable either of flying or of making de­
fence : They hewed them in pieces without refiftance P : 

~nd being feconded by the men at arms, who alfo 

~ St, Remi, chap. 6~. o Wallins!:l:!!n, p. 392. T. Livii, 
p~ 19. L~ Laboureur, liv. 35· chap. 7• Monftrelet, chap. 147• 

P Walfin~ha,m, p. 393• Ypod, Neuft, p. 584., 

HJ pu{hed. 
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c H A P.pulhed on againfl: the enemy, they covered the field with 
~the killed, wounded, difmounted, and overthro\';'11. Af-

1415. ter all appearance of oppofition was over, the Englif.h 
had leifure to make prifoners; and having advanced with 
uninterrupted fuccefs to the open plain, they there faw 
the remains of the French rear- guard, which fl:ill main­
tained the appearance of a line of battle. At the fame 
time, they heard an alarm from behind : Some gentlemen 
of Picardy, having colleCted about 6oo peafants, had 
fallen upon the Englifh baggage, and were doing execu­
tion on the unarmed followers of the camp, who fled be­
fore them. Henry, fceing the enemy on all fides of him, 
began to entertain apprehenfions from his prifoners; and 
lie thought it neceffary to iffue general orders for putting 
them to death : But on difcovering the truth, he 
flopped the £laughter, and was frill able to fave a great 

number. 

No battle was ever more fatal to France, by the num ... 
her of princes and nobility,flain or taken prifoners. Among 
the former were the confrable himfelf, the count ofNevers 
and the duke of Brabant, brothers to the duke of Burgun­
dy, the count of Vaudemont, brother to the duke of Lor­

raine, the duke of Alen~on, the duke of Barre, the count 
of Marle. The mofi eminent prifoners were the dukes 
of Orleans and Bourbon, the counts d'Eu, Vendome, and 
Richemont, and the marefchal of Boucicaut. An arch­
bilhop of Sens alfo was flain in this battle. The 
killed are computed on the whole to have amounted to 

ten thoufand men; and as the £laughter fell chiefly upon 
the cavalry, it is pretended, that, of thefe, eight thou­
fand were gentlemen. Henry was mafi:er of 14,000 pri­
foners. The pcrfon of chief note, who fell among the 
Englifu, was the duke of York, who perilhed fighting by 
the king's fide, and had an end more honourable than his 
life. He was fucceeded in his honours and fortune by his 

nephew, 
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·nephew, fon of the earl of Cambridge, executed in the c H A P. 

beginning of the year. All the Englith, who were £lain,~ 
exceeded not forty; though fome writers, with greater 1415. 

probability, make the number more confiderable. 

THE three great battles of Creffy, PoiB::icrs, and Azin­

cour bear a fingular refemblance to each other, in their 

mofr confiderable circumftances. In all of them, there 

appears the fame temerity in the Englifn princes, wl1o, 

without any objeCt: of moment, merely f~r the fake of plun­
der, had ventured fo far into the enemies' country as to 

leave thernfelves no retreat; and unlefs faved by the ut­
moft imprudence in the French commanders, were, from 

their very fituation, expo fed to inevitable defhuetion. But 
allowance being made for this temerity, which, according 
to the irregular plans of war, followed in thofe age•; , 
feems to have been, in fome meafure, unavoidable; there 

appears, in the day of aCl:ion, the fame prefence of mind, 

dexterity, courage, firmnefs, and precaution on the part 

of the Engli!h : The fame precipitation, confufion, and 

vain confidence on the part of the French: And the 
events were fuch as might have been expeCted from fuch 

oppofite conduct. The immediate confequences too of 
thefe three great viCtories were fimilar : Infi:ead of pu!h­
ing the French with vigour, and taking advantage of 

their confiernation, the Engli£h princes, after their vic­

tory, feem rather to have relaxed their efforts, and to have 
allowed the enemy leifure to recover from his loffes. 
Henry interrupted not his march a moment after the bat­

tle of Azincour; he carried his prifoners to Calais, 

thence to England ; he even concluded a truce with 
the enemy; and it was not till after an interval of two 
years that any body of Englifu troops appeared in 

France. 
THE poverty of all the European princes, and the 

fmall refources of their kingdoms, were the caufe of thefe 

continual interruptions in their hofiilities; and though the 
H 4 maximi 
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c H A P. maxims of war were in general ddhuCl:ivc, their military 
XIX. . . r. h" h . h ~ "-y--.1 operat10ns were mere m cur nons, w IC , w1t out any et-
14 S· tied plan, they carried on againfi each other. The 

~t.1te of 
¥ranee. 

luil:re, however, attending the victory of Azincour, pro­
cured fome fup plies from the Engli!h parliament; though 
fiill unequal to the expences of a campaign. They 
granted Henry an entire fifteenth of moveables; and they 
co11ferred on him for life the duties of tonnage and pound­
age, and the fubfidics on the exportation of wool and 

leather. This conceilion is more confiderable than that 
which had been granted to Richard II. by his Iafr parlia­

ment, and which \Vas afterwards, on his depofition, 
made fo great an article of charge againfl: him. 

BuT during this interruption of hoHilities from Eng­
land, France was expofed to all the furies of civil war; 
and the feveral parties became every day more enraged 
againfr each other. The duke of Burgundy, confident 
that the Fre~1Ch miniH:ers and gene.rals were entirely dif­
credited by the misfortune at Azincour, advanced with ~ 
great army to Paris, and attempted to re-inflate himfelf 
in poffeffion of the government, as well as of the perfon 
of the king. But his partizans in that city were over­
awed by the court, and kept in fubjeB:ion: The duke 
defpaircd of fuccefs; and he retired with his forces, 
which he immediately difbanded in the Low-Countries q• 

14, 7• He was foon after invited to make a new attempt, by fome 
violent quarrels, which broke out in the royal family. 
T'he queen, !fabella, daughter of the duke of Bavaria, 
who had been hitherto an inveterate enemy to the Bur­
gundian faCtion, had received a great injury from the 
other party, which the implacable fpirit of that princefs 
was never able to forgive. The public neceffities obliged 
the count of Armagnac, created confiable of France in 
the place of .d'Albret, to feize the great treafures which lfa-

'i Le Laboureur, liv, 35• chap. zo. 

bell a 
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hell a had amaffed : and when the expreffed her difpleafure C H A P. 
h. . . h . r. • d . h k . d f h XIX. at t Is mJury, e mtptre mto t e wea mw o t e "-v----1 

king fome jealoufies concerning her conduct, and puthed lfl1• 

him to feize, and put to the torture, and afterwards throw 
into the Seine, Bois-bourdon, her favourite, whom he 
aq;ufed of a commerce of gallantry with that princefs. 
The queen herfelf was fent to Tours, and confined under 
a guard r; and after fuffering thefe multiplied infults, fhe 
no longer fcrupled to enter into a correfpondence with 
the duke of Burgundy. As her fon, the dauphin Charles, 
a youth of fixteen, was entirely governed by the faction 
of Arrp.agnac, lhe extended her animofity to him, and 
fought his defiruttion with the rnoft unrelenting hatred. 
She had foon an opportunity of rendering her unnatural 
purpofe effectual. The duke of Burgundy, in concert 
with her, entered France at the head of a great army: 
He made himfelf rnafier of Amiens, Abbeville, Dourlens, 
Montrei.iil, and other t~wns in Picardy; Senlis, Rheims, 
Chalons, Troye, and Auxerre~ declared th~mfelves of 
his party ,s. He got poffeffion of Beaurnont, Pontoife, 
V ern on, Meulant, Montlheri, towns in the neigb hour- ' 
hood of Paris ; and carrying farther his progrefs towards 
the weft, he feized Etampes, Chartres, and other for­
treffes; and was at lafi able to deliver the queen, who 
lied to Troye, and openly declared againfr thofe mini­
fiers, who, lhe {aid, detained her puiband in captivity t. 

MEANWHILE, the partizans of Burgundy raifed a com­
motion in Paris, which always inclined to that faction. 
Lile-Adam, one of the duke's captains, was received into 
the city in the night-time, and headed the infurrection of 
the people, which in a moment became fo impetuous, 
that nothing could oppofe it. The perfon of the king 
yras feized : The dauphin made his efcape with difficulty: 

r St. Rellli1 chap. 74• Monfi:relet, chap. 167. s St. Rcmi, 
chap. 79• t lbid, chap. 81, Monfirelet, chap. 1781 179• 

Great 
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c H A P. Great numbers of the faCtion of Armagnac were imme­
~diatdy butchered: The count himfclf, and many perfons 

1417· of note, were thrown into prifon: Murders were daily 
committed from private animofity, under pretence of fac .. 
tion: And the populace, not fatiated with their fury, 
and deeming the courfe of public juftice too dilatory, 
broke into the prifons, and put to death the count of 
Armagnac, and all. the other nobility who were there 
confined u. 

New iMa- WHILE France was in fuch furious combufl:ion, and 
fion of was fo ill prepared to refifl: a foreign enemy, Henry, hav-
France. 
1il: Auguft. ing colleCled fome treafure, and levied an army, landed 

in Normandy at the head of 25,000 men; and met with 
no confiderable oppofition from any quarter. He made 

1 418. himfelf mafter of Falaife; Evreux and Caen fubmitted 
to him ; Pont de 1' A1 che opened its gates ; and Henry, 
having fubdued all the lower Normandy, and having 
received a reinforcement of 15,000 men from Eng- . 
land w, formed the liege of Roi.ien, which was defend­
ed by a garrifon of 4000 men, feconded by the inha­
bitants, to the number of 15,000 "• The cardinal des 
Urfins here attempted to incline him towards peace, and 
to moderate his pretenfions: But the king replied to him 
in fuch terms as thewed that he was fully fenfible of all 
his prefent advantages: " Do you not fee," faid he, 
" that God has led me hither as by the hand? France 
" has no fovereign: I have j ufr pretenfions to that king­
" dom : Every thing is here in the utmoft confufion : 
" No one thinks of refifting me. Can I have a more 
" fenfible proof, that the Being, who difpofes of em­
" pires, has determined to put the crown of France upon 
" my head r ?" 

BuT though Henry had opened his mind to this fcheme 
of ambition, he frill contin4ed to negotiate with his ene-

u St. Remi, chap. S 5, S6. Monftrelet, chap. n!. ., Walling• 

ham, P• 4oo. x St. Remi, chap. 91. y Juvenal des Urlins. 

mies, 
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mies, and endeavoured to obtain more fecurc, though lefs c H A P. 

bl d H d h r • XIX. confidera e a vantages. c ma e, at t c 1ame t1me, ~ 
offers of peace to both parties; to the queen and duke of 141S. 

Burgundy on the one hand, who, having poffeffion of the 
king's perfon, carried the appearance of legal authority z; 

and to the dauphin on the other, who, being the un-
doubted heir of the monarchy, was adhered to by every 
one that payed any regard to the true interefts of their 
country a, Thefe two parties alfo carried on a continual 
negotiation with each other. The terms propofed on all 
fides were perpetually varying : The events of the war, 
and the intrigues of the cabinet, intermingled with each 
other: And the fate of France remained long in this un­
certainty. After many negotiations, Henry offered the 
queen and the duke of Burgundy to make peace with 
them, to efpoufe the princefs Catharine, and to accept of 
all the provinces ceded to Edward Ill. by the treaty of 
Bretigni, with the addition of Normandy, which he was 
to receive in full and entire fovereignty b. Thefe terms 
were fubmitted to: There remained only fome _circum-

1419 .. fiances to adj ufr, in order to the entire completion of the 
treaty: But in this interval the duke of Burgundy fecret-
1y finilhed his treaty with the Dauphin ; and _ thefe two 
princes agreed to £hare the royal authority during King 
Charles's lifetime, and to unite their arms in order to 
expel foreign enemies c. 

THIS alliance, which feemed to cut ofF from Henry 
all hopes of farther fuccefs, proved in the Hfue the moft 
favourable event that could have happened for his pre­
tenfions. Whether the Dauphin and the duke of Burgundy 
were ever fincere in their mutual engagements is uncer­
tain; but very fatal effects refulted from their momentary 
and feeming union. The two princes agreed to an in­
terview, in order to concert the means of rendering effec .. 

z Rymer, vol. ix. P• 717. 749• a Ibid. p. 6:6, &c. 

b Ibid, p. 76~. c Ibid. P•776• St. Remi, chap. 95• 
tual 
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c H A P. tual their common attack on the Englifh; but how both 
~or either of them could with fafety venture upon this con· 

41~. ference, it fcemed fomewhat difficult to contrive. The 
aifaffination, perpetrated by the duke of B_urgundy, and 
fEll more, his open avowal of the deed, and defence of 
the dochine, tended to diffolve all the bands of civil fo ... 
ciety; and even men of honour, who detefi:ed the exam­
plc, might deem it j ufl:, on a favourable oppo~tunity, to 
retaliate upon the author. The duke, therefore, who 
neither dared to give, nor could pretend to expect any 
trufr, agreed to all the contrivances for mutual fecurity, 
which were propofed by the minifters of the dauphin. 
The two princes came to Montereau: The duke lodged 
in the caftle: the dauphin in the town, which was di­
vided from the caftle by the river Yonne : The bridge 
between them was chofen for the place of interview: 
'Two high rails were drawn acrofs the bridge: The 
gates on each fide were guarded, one by the officers of 
the dauphin, the other by thole of the duke: The princes 
were to enter into the intermediate fpace by the oppo­
.fite gates, accompanied each by ten perfons; and with. 
all thefe marks of diffidence, to conciliate their mutual 
friendiliip. But it appeared, that no precautions are fuffl.­
cient, where laws have no place, and where all principles 
of honour are utterly abandoned. Tannegui de Chate1, 
and others of the dauphin's retainers, had b~en zealous 
partizans of the late duke of Orleans; and they deter­
mined to feize the opportunity of revenging on the affaffin 

Afl'iffira- h d f h · Th tion of the t e mur er o t at pnnce : ey no fooner entered the 
ukedofBur. rails, than they drew their fwords and attacked the duke 

;un 1• 
of Burgundy: His friends were aftoniihed, and thought 
not of making any defence; and all of them either fhared 
his fate, or were taken prifoners by the retinue of the 
aaup.hin d. 

d St, Remi, chap. 97. Monftrelet, chap, :u r. 
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THE extreme youth of this prince made it doubtful c R A P. 

whether he had been admitted into the fecret of the con-~ 
fpiracy: But as the deed was committed under his eye, by 14-1 • 

his moft intimate friends, who frill retained their con-
nexions with him, the blame of the action, which was 
certainly more imprudent than criminal, fell entirely 
upon him. The whole ·ftate of affairs was every where 
changed by this unexpetl:ed incident. The city of Paris, 
paffionately devoted to the family ofBurgundy, broke out 
into the highefr fury againfl: the dauphin. The court of 
king Charles entered from intereft into the fame views; 
and as all the minifrers of that monarch had owed their 
preferment to the late duke, and forefaw their downfal 
if the dauphin lhould recover poffeffion of his father's per-
fon, they were concerned to prevent by any means the 
fuccefs of his enterprize. The queen, perfevering in her 
unnatural animofity againft her fon, encreafed the ge~eral 
flame, and infpired into the king, as far as he was fufcep-
tible of any fentiment, the fame prejudi.ces by which lhe 
herfelf had long been atl:uated. But above aii, Philip 
count of Charolois, now duke of Burgundy, thought 
himfelf bound by every tie of honour and of duty, to re-
venge the murder of his father, and to profecute the affaf-
fin to the utmofr extremity. And in this general tranfport 
of rage, every confideration of national and family in-
terefl: was buried in oblivion by all parties: The fubjec-
tion to a foreign enemy, the expulfion of the lawful heir, 
the flavery of the kingdom, appeared but fmall evils, if 
they led to the gratification of the prefent paffion. 

THE king of England had, before the death of the 
duke of Burgundy, profited extremely by the di,frraCl:ions 
of France, and was daily making a confiderable progrefs 
in Normandy. He had taken Roi.ien after an obfiinate 
fiege c; He had made himfe]f mafrer of Pontoi(e and Gi~ 

,. .e T. Livii, p. 69. MonftrdetJ chap. 2or, 

fors: 
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c H A P. fors: He even threatened Paris, and by the terror of his 
~arms, had obliged the court to remove to Troye: And 

1419. in the midft of his fucceffes, he was agreeably furprifed, 
to find his enemies, inficad of combining againfi him for 
their mutual defence, difpofed to ruili into his arms, and 
to make him the infirument of their vengeance upon each 
other. A league was immediately concluded at Arras 
between him and the duke of Burgundy. This prince, 

.. without fiipulating any thing for himfelf, except the pro­
fecution of his father's murder, and the marriage of the 
duke of Bedford with his fifier, was willing to facrifice 
the kingdom to Henry's ambition; and he agreed to every 

141.0. demand, made by that monarch. In order to finilh this 
afi:onifhing treaty, which was to transfer the crown of 
France to a £hanger, Henry went to Troye, accompanied 
by his brothers, the dukes of Clarence and Glocefier; 
and was there met by the duke of Burgundy. The im­
becility, into which Charles had fallen, made him inca­
pable of feeing any thing but through the eyes of thofe 
who attet:tded him ; as they, on their part, faw every 
thing through the medium of their paffions. The treaty, 
being already concerted among the parties, was irnmedi­
ataly drawn, and figned, and ratified: Henry's will feerned 
to be a law throughout the whole negotiation : Nothing 
was attended to but his advantages. 

Treaty of THE principal articles of the treaty were, that Henry 
Troye. fhould efpoufe the princefs Catharine: That king Charles, 

during his lifetime, fhould enjoy the title and dignity of 
king of France: That Henry fhould be declared and ac­
knowledged heir of the monarchy, and be entrufred with. 
the pre~nt adminifiration of the government: That that 
kingdom fhould pafs to his heirs general: That Fr~nce 
and England fhould for ever be united under one king; 
but fhould fiill. retain their feveral ufages, cufioms, and 
privileges : That all the princes, peers, vaffals, and com-

munities 
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m unities of France, lhould fwear, that they would both c H A P. 

adhere to the future 1ucceffion o enry, an pay h1m'--v___, · r f H d . XIX. 

prefent obedience as regent: That this prince :thou Id unite 14zo. 

his arms to thofe of king Charles and the duke of Bur-
gundy, in order to fubdue the .adherents of Charles, the 
pretended dauphin: And that thefe three princes 1hould 
make no peace or truce with him but by common con-
fent and agreement r. 

SucH was the tenor of this famous treaty; a treaty, 
which, as nothing but the mofi: vi~lent animofity could 
dictate it, fo nothing but th~ power of tlie fword could 
carry into execution. It is hard to fay, whether its cone­
quences, had it taken effeCt, would have proved more 
pernicious to England or to France. It muft have re­
duced the former kingdom to the rank of a province: It 
:would have entirely disjointed the fucce.ffion of the latter, 
and have brought on the defl:ruClion of every defcendant 
of the royal family; as _the houfes of Orleans, Anjou, 
Alen~on, Britanny, Bourbon, and of Burgundy itfelf, 
whofe titles were preferable to that of the Englilh princes, 
would on that account have been expofed to perpetual 
jealoufy and perfecution from the fovereign. There was 
even a palpable deficiency in Henry's claim, which no · 
art could palliate. For befides the infuperable objeClions, 
to which Edward Hid's pretenfions were expofed, he :was 
not heir to that monarch: If female fucce.ffion were ad­
mitted, the rjght had devolved on the houfe of Morti­
rner: Allowing, that Richard II. was a tyrant, and that 
Henry IV th's merits, in depofing him, were f~ great to­
wards the Englilh, as to jufJ:ify that nation 'in placing 
him on the throne; Richard had nowife offended France, 
and his rival had merited nothing of that kingdom: It 
could not poffibly be pretended, that the crown of France 
was become an appendage to that of England ; and that a 

f Rymer, vol. ix, p. s,s. St, R;mi~ chap. Jot. Monlhelet, chap. 223. 

prince, 
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c H A P. prince, who, by any means, got poffeffion of the lattef, 
XIX. n.· · 1 d h r ~was, without farther quemon, enttt e to t e 10rmer. 
J•P0 • So that on the whole it mufi be allowed, that Henry's 

claim to France was, if poffible, fiill more unintelligible, 
than the title, by which his father had mounted the 
throne of England. 

BuT though all thefe confiderations were overlooked, 
amidfl: the hurry of paffion, by which the courts of 
France and Burgundy were atl:uated, they would necef­
farily revive during times of more tranquillity; and it 
behoved Henry to pulh his prefent advantages, and a11ow 

w.r • fmen no leifure for reafon or refletl:ion. In a few days 
.1VJarr1age o • • 
the kmg. after, he efpoufed the pnncefs Catharine : He earned 

his father-in-law to Paris, and put himfelf ln poifeffion 
of that capital : He obtained from the parliament and 
the three eftates a ratification of the treaty of Troye: 
He fupported the duke of Burgundy in procuring a fen­
tence againft the murderers of his father: And he im· 
mediate1y turned his arms with fuccefs againfl: the adhe­
Jents of the dauphin, who, as foon as he heard of the 
treaty of Troye, took on him the fiyle and authority of 
regent, and appealed to God and his fword for the main. 
tenance of his title. 

THE fidl: place that Henry fubdued, was Sens, which 
opened its gates after a flight refifiance. With the fame 
facility, he made himfelf mafl:er ofMontereau. The de­
fence of Melun was more obfiinate: Barbafan, the go· 
vernor, held out for the fpace of four months againft the 
befiegers ; and it was famine alone which obliged him to 
capitulate. Henry ftipulated to fpare the lives of all the 
garrifon, except fuch as were accomplices in the murder 
of the duke of Burgundy; and as Barbafan himfelf was 
fufi~eCl:ed to be of the number, his punilhment was de· 
manded by Philip: But the king had the generofity to in­
tercede for him, and to prevent his execution g• 

g Holingfhed1 p. 577• 
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THE ncccffity of providing fupplics both of men and c H A P. 

money obliged Henry to go over to England ; and he~ 
left the duke of Exeter, his uncle, governor of Paris 1421. 

uuring his abfence. The authority, which naturally 
attends fuccefs, procured from the Englilh parlia~1ent a 
fubfidy of a fifteenth; but, if we may judge by the 
fcantinefs of the fupply, the nation was nowifc fanguine 
on their king's victories; and in proportion as the profpeCl: 
of their union wjth France became nearer, they began tO 

open their eyes, and to ice the dangerous confequences, 
with which that event mufr necefrarily be attended. It 
w;s fortunate for Henry, that he had other refources, be-
fides pecuniary fupplies from his native fubjeB:s. The 
provinces, which he had already conquered, maintair..ed 
his troops; ant! the hopes of farther advantages allured 
to his frandard all men of ambitious fpirits in England, 
who defired to fignalize thcrhfelvcs by arms. He levied a 
new army of 24,000 archers, anJ 4000 horfemen h, and 
marched them to Do\'er, the place of rendezvous. Every 
thing had remained in tranquillity at Paris, under the 
duke of Exeter; but there had happened in another 
quarter of the kingdom a misfortune, which hafrcned the 
king's embarkation. 

THE detention of the young king of Scots in England 
had hitherto proved advantageous to Henry; anJ by 
keeping the regent in awe, had preferved, during the 
whole courfe of the French war, the northern frontier iti 
tranquillity. But when intelligence arrived in Scotland, 
of the progrefs made by Henry, and the near profpeB: of 
his fucceffion to the crown of France, the nation \Vas 
alarmed, and forefaw their own inevitable ruin, if the 
fubjection of their ally left them to combat alone a victo­
rious enemy, who was already fo much fuperior in power 
and riches. The regent entered into the fame views; 

h Monilre1et, chap. ~42. 

VoL. nr. I •nd 
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c H A P•and though he declined an open rupture with England, he 
~permitted a body of feven thoufand Scots, under the 

14u. command of the earl of Buchan, his fecond fon, to be 
tranfported into Ji'rance for the fervice of the dauphin. 
To render this aid ineffectual, Henry had, in his former 
expedition, carried over the king of Scots, whom he ob­
liged to fend orders to his countrymen to leave the French 
fervice; but the Scottilh general replied, that he would 
obey no commands which came from a king in captivity, 
and that a prince, while in the hands of his enemy, was 
nowife entitled to authority. Thefe troops, therefore, 
continued frill to aB: under the earl of Buchan; and were 
employed by the dauphin to oppofe the progrefs of the 
duke o.f Clarence in Anjou. The two armies encoun­
tered at Bauge: The Engliih were defeated: The duke 
himfelf was flain by Sir Allan Swinton, a Scotch knight, 
who commanded a company of men at arms: And the 
earls of Somerfet i, Dorfet, and Huntingdon, were taken 
prifoners k. This was the firfi atl:ion that turned the 
tide of fuccefs againfi the Engliih; and the dauphin, that 
he might both attach the Scotch to his fervice, and reward 
the valour and conduB: of the earl of Buchan, honoured 
that nobleman with the office of confiable. 

BuT the arrival of the king of England, with fo con­
fiderable an army, was more than fufficient to repair 
this lofs. Henry was received at Paris with great ex­
preffions of joy; fo obfiinate were the prejudices of the 
people: And he immediately conduB:ed his army to 
Chartres, which had long been befieged by the dauphin. 
That prince raifed the fiege on the approach of the Eng­
Iilh; and being refolved to decline a battle, he retired 

i His name was John, and he was afterwards created duke of Somerfet. 
He was grandfon of John of Gaunt duke of Lancafier. The earl of Dorfet 
was brother to Somerfet, and fucceedcd him in that title. 

k St Remi, chap. I 10, Manftrelet, chap. Z39• Hall., fol. 76. 

with 
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with his army 1• Henry made himfelf ma£l:er of Dreux c H A P. 

without a blow: He laid liege to Meaux at the folicita-~ 
tion of the Parif~.ans, who were much incommoded by 142.1. 

the garrifon of that place. This enterprize employed 
the Englifh arms during the fpace of eight months: The 
baftard of Vaurus, governor of Meaux, difl:inguiihed 

himfelf by an ob£l:inate defence; but was at lafr obliged 
to furrender at difcretion. The cruelty of this officer 
was equal to his bravery: He was accufl:omed to hang 
without diftintl:ion all the Englifh and Burgundians who 
fell into his hands : And Henry, in revenge of his bar-
barity, ordered him immediately to be hanged on the 
fame tree, which he had made the infl:rument of his inhu-
man executions m. 

THIS fuccefs was followed by the furrender of many 
other places in the neighbourhood of Paris, which held 
for the dauphin: That prince was chafed beyond the 
Loire, and he almofr totally abandoned all the northern 
provinces: He was even purfued into the fouth by the 
united arms of the Englifh anJ Burgundians, and threat­
ened with total defl:rutl:ion. Notwithfranding the bravery 
and fidelity of his captains, he faw himfelf uncq ual to 
his enemies in the field ; and found it nece:ffary to tem­
porize, and to avoid all hazardous actions with a rival, 
who had gained fo much the afccndant over him. And 
to crown all the other profperities of Henry, his queen 
was delivered of a fon, who was called by his father's 
name, and whofe birth was celebrated by rC>joicings no 
lefs pompous, and no lefs fincere at Paris than at Lon., 
don. The infant prince feemed to be univerfally regard­
ed as the future heir of both monarchies. 

BuT the glory of Henry, when it had nearly reached r 4!2. 

the fummit, was flopped fhort by the hand of nature; Death, 

1 St. Remi, chap. 3• 
F• gs, 93• St, Remi, chap. n6. 

m Rymer, vol. x. p. 212, T. Livii, 
Monftrelet, chap. 1.60, 

I 2 and 
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c H t\ P, and all his mighty projeCl:s vanilhcd into fmoke. He was 
~ feized with a fifiula, a malady, which the furgeons at 

14u. that time had not fkill enough to cure; and he was at lafl: 
fenfible, that his difrcmper was mortal, and that his end 
was approaching. He fcnt for his brother the duke of 
Bedford, the earl of Warwic, and a few noblemen more, 

whom he had honoured with his friendlhip; and he de­
livered to them, in great tranquillity, his lafr will with 
regard to the government of his kingdom and family. 
He entreated them to continue, towards his infant fon, 
the fame fidelity and attachment, which they had alw:1ys 

profefied to himfelf during his lifetime, and which had 
been cemented by fo many mutual good offices. He 
exprefred his indifference on the approach of death; and 
though he regretted, that he mufl: leave unfinilhed a work 
fo happily begun, he declared himfelf confident, that 
the final acquifition of France would be the effeCt of 
their prudence and valour. He left the regency of that 
kingdom to his elder brother, the duke of Bedford; that 
of England to his younger, the duke of Glocefrer; and 
the care of his fon's perlon to the earl of Warwic. He 
recommended to all of them a great attention to maintain 
the friendfhip of the duke of Burgundy; and advifcd 
them never to give liberty to the French princes taken 

at Azincour, till his fon were of age, and could himfelf 
hold the reins of government. And he conjured them, 
if the fuccefs of their arms !hould not enable them to 
place young Henry on the throne of France,. never at 
leafi to make peace with that kingdom, unlcfs the enemy, 
by the ceffi')n of Normandy, and its annexation to the 
crown of England, made compenf:1tion for all the hazard 
and expence of his enterprize n. 

HE next applied himfelf to his devotions, and ordered 
l-~is cb.plain to recite the !even penitential pfalms. \Vhen 

that 
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that pafTage of the fifty-fidl: pfalm was read build thou c H A J.' . 

the walls of Jerufalem; he· int~rrupted the chaplain, and ~ 
declared his ferious intention, after he lhould have fully 14~1.. 

fubdued France, to conduct a crufade againfi: the infi-
dels, and recover poffeffion of the Holy Land 9. So in-
genious are men in deceiving themfelves, that Henry 
forgot, in thofe moments, all the blood fpilt by his am-
bition; and received comfort from this late and feeble 
refolve, which, as the mode of thefe · enterprizes was 
now pail, he certain!y would never have carried into ex-
ecution. He expired in the thirty-fourth year of his age 31!1: Aug. 

and the tenth of his reign. 
rrHIS prince poficfled many eminent virtues· and ifand c.harac-

' t er ot the 
we give indulgence to ambition in a monarch, or rank king. 

it, as the vulgar are inclined to do, among his vir-
tues, they were unfrained by any confiderable blemi!h. 
His abilities appeared equally in the cabinet and in the 
field : The boldnefs of his enterprizcs was no Jefs re­
markable than his perfonal valour in conducting them. 
He had the talent of attaching his friends by affability, 
and of gaining his enemies by addrefs and clemency. 
The Engli£h, dazzled by the lufrre of his character, frill 
more than by that of his viCtories, were reconciled to 
the defeCts in his title: The French almo!l: forgot that 
he was an enemy : And his care in maintaining j uftice in 
his civil admiaifhation, and prcferving difcipline in his 
armies, made fome amends to both nations for the cala-
mities infeparable from thofe wars, in which his flwrt 

reign was almoft entirely occupied. That he could for-
give the earl of Marche, who had a better title to the 
crown than himfelf, is a fure indication of his magnani-
mity; and that the earl relied fo entirely on his friendfhip 
is no lefs a proof of his eftablilhed character for candour 
and fincerity. There remain in hifrory few infiances of 

s St. Rcmi, chap. uS. Monftrelet, chap. ~65. 

I 3 fuch. 
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c H A P. fuch mutual trufi:; and flill fewer where neither party 
XIX. . 
~found reafon to repent 1t. 

I,p.:~.. THE exterior figure of this great prince, as well as 
his deportment, was engaging. His ftature was Come­
what. above the middle fize; his countenance beautiful; 
his limbs genteel and flender, but full of vigour; and he 
excelled in all warlike and manly exercifes P, He left by 
his queen, Catharine of France, only one fon, not full 
nine months old ; whofe misfortunes, in the courfe of 
his life, furpaffed all the glories and fucceffes of his fa­
ther. 

IN lefs than two months after Henry's death, Charles 
VI. of France, his father· in-law, terminated his un­
happy life. He had, for feveral years, poffeffed only the 
~ppearance of royal authority: Yet was this mere appear­
ance of confiderable advantage to the Englifh; and divided 
the duty and affecrions of the French between them and 
the dauphin. This prince was proclaimed and crowned 
king of France at Poicriers, by the name of Charles 
VII. Rheims, the place where this ceremony is ufu­
ally performed, was at that time in the hands of his 
enemies. 

CATHARIN'E ofFrance;Henry's widow, married, foon 
after his death, a Welfh gentleman, Sii wen Tudor, 
{aid to be defcended from the ancient princes of that 
country : She bore him two fons, Edmund and J afper, 
of whom the eldeft was created earl of Richmond ; the 
fecond earl of Pembroke. The family of Tudor, :firft 
raifed to difiinB:ion by this alliance, mounted afterwards 
the throne of England. · 

Mi(cellane· THE long fchifm, which had divided the Latin church 
ous tranfac• 
tions. for near forty years, was finally terminated in this reign 

by the council of Confiance; which depofed the pope, 
John XXIII. for his crimes, and elected Martin V. in 

P T. Livii1 P• ~ 

'his 
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his place, who was acknowledged b.y almofl all the king- C H A P. 
. XIX. 

dams of Europe. Thts great and unufual act of autho-~ 
rity in the council gave the Roman pontiffs ever after a ~~~:1. 

mortal antipathy to thofe afTemblies. The fame jealoufy, 
which had long prevailed in mofr European countries, 

between the civil arifrocracy and monarchy, now alf0 
took place between thefe powers in the ecclefiafrical 
body. But the great feparation of the bilhops in the 
feveral ftates, and the difficulty of afTembling them, gave 

the pope a mighty advantage, and made it more eafy for 
him to center all the powers of the hierarchy in his own 

perfon. The cruelty and treachery, which attended the 
punithment of John Hufs and Jerome of Prague, the un-
happy difciples of Wickliffe, who, in violation of a Cafe-

conduct, were burned alive for their errors by the council 
of Conftance, prove this melancholy truth, that tolera-
tion is none of the virtues of priefrs in any form of cccle-
:liafl:ical government. But as the Englilh nation had 
little or no concern in thefe great tranfatl:ions, we are 

here the more concife in relating them. 
THE firfl: commiffion of array, which we meet with, 

was ifTued in this reign q• The military part of the 

feudal fyfl:em, which was the mofl: efTential circurnftance 

of it, was entirely difTolved; and could no longer ferve 
for the defence of the kingdom. Henry, therefore, when 
he went to France in If IS, impowered certain commif­
fioners to take in each county a .review of all the freemen 
able to bear arms, to divide them into companies, and to 

keep them in readinefs for refifting an enemy. This 
was the tera, when the feudal militia in England gave 

place to one which was perhaps frill lefs orderly and 

regular. 
WE have an authentic and exaCt account of the ordi­

nary r;venue of the crown during this reign; and it 

~ Rymer, vol. ix. P• ~S4J :Z.$5~ 

I+ amounts 
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C H A P. amounts only to 55,714 pounds IO !hil1ings and 10 penc~ 
XIX. 1'h' . J h r . h } f ~a-year r. 1s IS near y t .e 1ame Wlt t 1c revenue o, 
1421.. He:uy III. and the k~ngs of England had neither becom~ 

much richer nor poorer in the courfe of fo many years. 
'I'hc ordinary expence of the government amounted t9 
42,507 pounds 16 iliillings and 10 pence: So that the 
king had a furplus only of I 3,206 pounds I 4 £billings for 
the fupport of his houfchold ; for his wardrobe; for the 
ex pence of em baffies ; and other articles. This fum was no-

. wife fufficient: He was therefore obliged to have frequent 
recourfe to parliamentary fupplies, and was thus, even 
in time of peace, not altogether independent ofhis people. 
But wars were at~endcd with a great cxpence, which nei­
ther the prince's ordinary revenue, nor the extraordinary 
fupplies were able to bear; and the fovereign was always 
reduced to many miterable fhifts, in order to make. ariy 
tolerable figure in them. He commonly borrowed mon~y 
from all quarters; he pawned his jewels and fometimes 
~he crown· itfelf 5; he ran in arrears to his army; and he 
was often obliged, notwithfranding all thefe expedients, 
to fio . in the midfi of his career of victory, and to grant 
truces to the enemy. 'I'he high pay which was given 
to foldiers agreed very ill \.Vith his low income. All 
the extraordinary fupplies, granted by parliament to 
Henry during the courfe of his reign, were only feveq 
tenths and fifteenths, about 20J,OOO poun(:ls t, It is 
eafy to compu~e how foon this money muff: be exhaufted 
by armies of 24,000 archers, and 6ooo horfe; when 
each arcl~er had fix pence a-day u, and each horfeman tw~ 
fhillings. The moft fplendid fucccifes proved corn .. 
fnonly fruitlefs, when fupported by fo poor a revenue; and 

s Ibid. p. Igo. t Parlia· 
r Rymer, vol. x, p. xq. 

m~;ntary H tfbry, vul. ii. p. ~68. 

u It appea~s f:om maay palfag~s of Rymer, particularly vol. i.x. p. 2.58. 
hat the king paid zo marks a-year for an archer, which is a good deal abo\le 

1ixpence a-day. The price had rifen, as is OJtural, by raifing the tienomina• 
~ion o~ mo~ey. • 
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the debts apd difficuJ ties, which the king thereby incur- c H A P. 
d ·, h" d r h" . n . Th . "1 XIX. re , mace 1m pay ear wr 1s VI~.;.Lones. e ClVJ '---v---J 

adminifrration, · li -ewife, even in time of peace, could ~4-~z. 
never be very regular, where the government was fo ill 
enabled to fup ort itfelf. Henry ti!l within a year of 
his death owea debts, which he had contracted when 
prince of \Vales w. ~t was in vain t~at the parliament 
pretended to rdhain him from arbitrary practices, when 
he was reduced to fuch neceffities. Though the right of 
levying purveyance, for infrance, had been exprefsly 
gu::.rdcd againft by the Great Charter itfelf, and was 
frequently complained of by the commons, it was found 
?bfolutely impracticable to abolilh it; and the parliament 
at length, fubmitting to it as a legal prerogative, content-
~J themfelves with enacting laws to limit and confine it. 
The duke of Glocefrer, in the reign of Richard II. 
polfdfcd a revenue of 6o,ooo crowns, (about 30,000 

pounds a-year of our prefent money,) as we learn from 
Froiifard x, and was confequently richer than the king 
himfclf, if all circumftanccs be duly conlidered. 

IT is remarkable, that the city of Calais alone was an 
annual expence to the crown of -19,1 19 pounds r; that 
is, above a third of the common charge of the govern­
ment in time of peace. This fortrefs was of no ufe to 
the defence of England, and only gave that kingdom an 
inle~ to annoy France. Ireland coft two thoufand pounds 
a-year, over and above its own revenue; which was cer­
tainly very low. Every thing confpires to give us a 
very mean idea of the fiate of Europe in thofe ages. 

FRoM the mofi: early times, ti11 the reign of Edward 
III. the denomination of money had never been altered : 
A pound fierling was frill a pound troy ; that is, about 
three pounds of our prefent money. That conqueror 
was the firft that innovated in this important article. 

w Rymer, vol. x. P• I 14. 
vol: x. p. IIJ. 

x Liv. iv. chap. 86. Y Rymer, 

In 
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c H A P. In the twentieth of his reign, he coined twenty-two 
XIX. 1\.. ·11· f cl • h. r. h '--v--' ml mgs rom a poun troy; m 1s twenty-1event 

l4U· year he coined twenty-five fhillings. But Henry V. who 
was alfo a conqueror, raifed frill farther the denomina­

tion, and coined thirty fhillings from a pound troy z : 

His revenue therefore mufl: have been about I I o,ooo 
pounds of our prefent money ; and by the cheapnefs of 

provifions, was equivalent to above 33o,ooo pounds. 
NoNE of the princes of the houfe of Lancafl:er ven­

tured to impofe taxes without confent of parliament: 
Their doubtful or bad title became fo far of aavantage to 
the conftitution. The rule was then fixed, and could 
not fafely be broken afterwards, even by more abfolute 

princes. 

:z Fleetwood's Chronicon Preciofum, P• 52, 
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C H A P. XX. 

Government during the minority--State of France 
-Military operations--Battle of Verneiii! 
--Siege of Or leans-- CJ'he maid of Orleans-
CJ:he jiege of Orleans raifed -CJ'he king of France 
ero1.vned at Rheims--Prudence of the duke of 
Bedford--Execution of the maid of Orleans­
Defetlion of the duke cf Burgundy --Death of 
the duke of Bedford--Decline of t'he Englijh in 
France--'rruce with Prance--Marriage of 
the king with Margaret of Anjou--Murder of 
the duke of Gloce.fter-State of Prance--Re­
newal of the u:ar with France--Cf'he Englijh 
expelled France. 

D uRING the reigns of the Lancafl:rian princes, the c H A P. 

authority of parliament feems to have been more~ 
confirmed, and the privileges of the people more regarded, 1422. 

h d . r . d d h d" Govern-t an unng any tormer peno ; an t e two prece mg ment durini 

kings, though men of bl)"reat iipirit and abilities, abftained t~e mino-
nty. 

from fuch exertions of prerogative, as even weak princes, · 
whofe title was undifputed, were tempted to think they 
might venture upon with impunity. The long minority, 
of which there was now the profpect, encouraged fl:ill 
farther the lords and commons to extend their influence; 
and without paying much regard to the verbal defl:ination 
of Henry V. they afrumed the power of giving a new 
arrangement to the whole adminiftration, They declined 

altogether 
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c H A P. altogether the name of Regent with regard to England: 

~ Th;y appointed the duke of Bedford jJroteClor or guardiaJt 
14a. of that kingdom, a title whkh they fuppofed to imply 

lefs authority: They invefted the duke of Glocefier with 
the fame d1gnity during the abfence of his elder brother 3

; 

and in order to limit the power of both thefe princes, they 
appointed a council, without whofe advice and approb:l­
tion no meafure of i1nportance could be determined b. 

The perfon and education of the infant prince was com­

mitted to Henry Beaufort, bilhop of "'VVinchefter, his great 

uncle and tl:e legitimated fon of John of Gaunt, dub~ of 

Lancafier; a prelate, who, as his family could never have 

any pretenfions to the crown, might fafely, they thought, 
be intrufied with that important charge c. The two 

princes, the dukes of Bedford and Gloceficr, who 

feemed injured by this plan of government, yet, being 
perfons of great integrity and honour, acquiefced in 
any appointment, which tended to give fecurity to the 
public; and as the wars in France appeared to be the 

objeCt of greatefl: moment, they avoided every difpute 
wnjch might throw an obfi:acle in the way of foreign 

State of 
France. 

conquefis. 
WHEN the fiate of affairs between the Englilh and 

French kings was confidered with a fuperficial eye, every 
advantage feemed to be on the fide of the former; and the 

total cxpulfion of Charles appeared to be an event, which 

might naturally be expeCted from the fuperior powcr,.of 
his competitor. Though Henry was yet in his infancy, 
the adminifiration was devolved on the duke of Bedford, 
Lhc moft accomplilhed prince of his age; whofe experi­
ence, prudence, valour, and generofity qualified him for 

his high office, and enabled him both to maintain union 
among his friends, and to gain the confidence of his 

• Rymer, 'fOl. x. p. :.6r. Cotton, p. 564. 

c Hall, fol, 83. Monfirele•, vol. ii, p. '1-7• 
b Cotton, p. 564. 

enemies. 
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el1emies. · The whole power of England was at his corn- C H A P. 

rnand : He was at the head of armies enured to victory : ~ 
He was feconded by the mofi: renowned generals of the age, 14z~. 
the earls of Somerfet, Warwic, Salifbury, Suffolk, and 
Arundcl, Sir John Talbot, and Sir John Fafiolfc: And 
befides Guienne, the ancient inheritance of England, he 
was mafier of the capital, and of almofi: all the north-
ern provinces, which were well enabled to furnifu him 
with fupplies both of men and money, and to affifi and 
fupport his Englifu forces. 

RuT Charles, notwithfianding the prcfent inferiority of 
his power, poffeffed fome advantages derived partly from 
his fituation, partly from his .perfonal character, which 
promifed him fuccefs, and ferveJ, :fidl: to controul, then 
to overbalance, the fuperior force and opulence of his­
enemies. He was the true and undoubted heir of the 
monarchy: A11 Frenchmen, who knew the interefis, or 
clefired the independance of their country, turned their 
eyes towards him as its foie refource: The exclufion . 
given him, by the imbecillity of his father, and the forced 
or precipitate confent of the ftates, had plainly no vali­
dity: That fpirit of faction, which had blinded the peo-

' pie, could not long hold them in fo grofs a delufion : 
Their national and inveterate hatred againfi the Englifh, 
the authors of all their calamities, mufi: foon revive, and 
infpire them with indignation at bending their necks un­
der the yoke of that hofiile people : Great nobles and 
princes, accufiomed to maintain an independance againfi: 
their native fovereigns, would never endure a fubjection 
to fl:rangers : And though mofi of the princes of the 
blood were, fince the fatal battle of Azincour, detained 
prifoners in England, the inhabitants of their demefnes, 
their friends, their vaifals, all. declared a zealous attach­
ment to the king, and exerted themfelves in refifiing the 
violence of forei~n invaders. 

CHARLES 
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c H A P. CHARLES himfelf, though only in his twentieth year, 
~was of a charaCter well calculated to become the objeCl: of 

14u. thefe benevolent fentiments; and perhaps from the favour 
which naturally attends youth, was the more likely, on 
account of his tender age, to acquire the good-will of his 
native fubjecb. He was a prince of the mofr friendly 
and benign difpofition, of eafy and familiar manners, and 
of a juft and found, though not a very vigorous under­
Handing. Sincere, generous, affable, he engaged from 
affeCtion the fervices of his followers, even while his low 
fortunes might make it their intereft to defert him; and 
the lenity of his temper could pardon in them thofe f1.llies 
of difcontent, to which princes in his fituation are fo fre­
quently expofed. The love of pleafure often feduced 
him into indolence; but amidft all his irregularities the 
goodnefs of his heart frill {hone forth ; and by exerting 
at intervals his courage and aCtivity, he proved, that his 
general remi.ifnefs proceeded not from the want, either of 
a juft fpirit of ambition, or of perfonal valour. 

THOUGH the virtues of this amiable prince lay fome 
time in obfcurity, the duke of Bedford knew, that his 
title alone made him formidable, and that every foreign 
affifl:ance would be requifite, ere an Englifh regent could 
hope to complete the conqueft of France; an enterprize, 
which, however it might feem to be much advanced, was 
fiill expofed to many and great difficulties. The chief 
circumftance, which had procured to the Englifh all their 
prefent advantages, was the refentment of the duke of 
Burgundy againfr Charles; and as that prince feemed in-

" tent rather on gratifying his paffion than confultmg his 
interefrs, it was the more eafy for the regent, by demon­
ftrations of refpeB: and confidence, to retain him in the 
alliance of England. He bent therefore all· his endea­
vours to that purpofe: He gave the duke every proof of 
friendfuip and regard: He even offered him the regency 

5 of 
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of France~ which Philip declined: And that he might C H A P. 
. 1 . b . . h XX. ·corroborate natwna connexwns y pnvate ties, e con- "---.._---J 

eluded his own marriage with the princefs of Burgundy, 14zz. 

which had been fiipulated by the treaty of Arras. 

BEING fenfible, that next to the alliance of Burgundy, '4~!~ 
the friendfhip of the duke of Britanny was of the greateft 
importance towards forwarding the Englifh conquefts; 
and that, as the provinces of France, already fubdued, 
lay between the dominions of thefe two princes, he could 
never hope for any fecurity without preferving his con­
nexions with them; he was very intent on ftrengthening 
himfelf alfo from that quarter. The duke of Britanny, 
having received many jull: reafons of difpleafure from the 
minifters of Charles, had already acceded to the treaty of 
Troye, and had, with other vafE:ds of the crown, done 
homage to Henry V. in quality of heir to the kingdom: 
But as the regent knew, that the duke was much governed 
by his brother, the count of Richemont, he endeavoured 
to fix his friendlhip, by paying court and doing fervices to 
this haughty and ambitious prince. 

ARTHUR, count of Richemont, had been taken pri­
foner at the battle of Azincour, had been treated with 
great indulgence by the late king, and had even been per­
mitted on his parole to take a journey into Britanny, 
where the Hate of affairs required his prefence. The 
death of that victorious monarch happened before Riche-
mont's return; and this prince pretended, that, as his 

17
th April. 

word was given petfonally to Henry V. he was not bound 
to fulfil it towards his fon and fucceifor: A chicane which 
the regent, as he could not force him to compliance, 
deemed it prudent to overlook. An interview was fettled 
at Amiens between the dukes of Bedford, Burgundy, and 
Britanny, at which the count of Richemont was alfo pre-
fent d : The alliance was renewed between thefe princes: 

d Hall, fo! , 84. Monftrelet, vol. i. p. 4· Stowe, p. 364. 

And 
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c H A P. And the regent perfuaded Philip to give in marriage to 
~ Richemont his cl deft fiftcr, widow of the deccafed Dau-

JfZJ· phin, Lewis, the elder brother of Charles. Thus Ar­
tt1ur was connected both with the regent and the duke 
of Burgundy, and feemed engaged by interefi to profe­
cute the fame object, in forwarding the fuccefs of the 
Engliili arms. 

WHILE the vigilance of the duke of Bedford was em­
ployed in gaining or cord1rming thefe allies, whofe vi­
cinity rendered them fo important, he did not overlook 
the ftate of more remote countries. The duke of Albany; 
regent of Scotland, had died; and his power had de­
volved on Murdac, his fon, a prince of a weak under­
fianding and indolent difpofition; who, far from poffeffing 
the talents requ~fite for the government of that fierce 
people, was not even able to maintain authority in his 
own family, or refirain the petulance and infolence of 

~ his fons. The ardour of the Scots to ferve in France, 
where ~harles treated them with great honour and dif­
tinCl:ion, and where the regent's brother enjoyed the dig­
nity of confi:able, broke out afreili under this feeble ad­
miniftration: New fuccours daily came over, and filled 
tlie armies of the French king: The earl of Douglas 
conducted a reinforcement of 5000 men to his affifl:ance: 
And it was jufily to be dreaded, that the Scots, by com­
mencing open hofiilities in the north, would occafion a 
diverfion frill more confiderable of the Englilh power, and 
would cafe Charles, in part, of that load, by which he 
was 1t prefent fo grievoufly oppreffed. The duke of Bed­
ford, therefore, perfuaded the Engliih council to form an 
alliance with J ames their prifoner; to free that prince 
from his long captivity; and to conneCt him with Eng­
land, by marrying hi~ to a daughter of the earl of Somer­
fet and coufin of the young king e. As the Scotti!h regent, 

c IIall, fol. &6. Stowt', p. 364. Grafton, p. 501. 

tired 
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ireJ of his prefent dignity, which he was not able to fup- c H A P. 

port, was now bcco;ne entirely il.ncere in his applications~ 
for James's liberty, the treaty was foon concluded; a •41.3· 

ranfom of forty thoufand pounds was fii pulated f; and 

the king of Scots was rdlored to the throne of his ancef-

tors, and proved, in his ihort reign, one of the mofl: 
illufirious princes, that had ever governed that kingdom. 
He was murdered in 1437 by his traiterous kinfman the 

earl of Athole. His affections inclined to the fide of 

Fr:mce; but the Engl ilh h::d never reafon, during his 
life-time, to complain of any breach of the neutrality by 
Scotland. 

BuT the regent was not fo much employed in thefe po- Military 

I. . l . . I n. h . f f operattonS. itica negoc1at1ons 3.S to ncg eeL t e operat10nso war, rom 
which a1one he could hope to fucceed in expelling the 
French monarch. Though the chief feat of Charles's power 
lay in the fouthern provinces, beyond the Loire; his par-
tiz:ms w~rc po!feffed of fame fortreffes in the northern, and 
even in the neighbourhood of Paris; and it behaved the 
duke of Bedford firft to clear thefe countries frorn the en~ my, 

before he could think of attempting more difbnt conquefis. 

The caftle of Dorfoy was taken after a fiege of fix weeks : 
'!'hat of N oyelle and the town of Ri.ie in Picardy ut:der-
went the fame fate: Pant fur Seine, Vertus, l\1ontaigu; 
were fubjeCled by the Englifh arms: And a more con-
fiderable advantage was icon after gained by the united 
forces of England and Burgundy. John Stuart, con-
fiable of Scotland, and the lorJ of Eltiil:H! had formed 
the fiege of Crevant in Burgundy: The earls of Salifbury 
and Sufi'olk, with the count of Toulongeon, were fcnt to 
its relief: A fierce and well difputed atlion enfued : The 
~cots and French were defeated: The confiable of Scot-

land and the count of Ventadour were ta~en prifoners: 
And above a thoufand me.n, among whom was Sir Wil-

f Rymer, vol. x. P• 299 1 :;oo. J.LG. 

VoL. Ill. K. liam 
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c H A P.]iam Hamilton, were left on the field of battle g. The 

~taking of Gaillon upon the Seine, anci of la Cl.arite upon 

JfZJ. the Loire, was the fruit of this vi[tory : And as this latter 

place opened an entrance into the fouthc:-n provinces, the 

acquifition of it appe?red on that account of the greater 

importance to the duke of Bedford, and fccmcd to pron1ife 

a fuccefsful i!fue to the war. 

THE more Charles was threatened with an inva­

fion in thofe provinces which adhered to him, the more 

nece.frary it became, that he 1hould retain poffeHion of 

every fortrefs, which he flill heiJ within the quarters of 

the enemy. 1~he duke of Bedford had bdieged in perfon, 

during the fpace of three months, the town of Y vri in 

Normandy; and the brave governor, unable to make any 

longer defence, was obliged to capitulate; and he agreed 

.to furrender the town, if, before a certain term, no re­

lief arrived. Charles, informed of thefc conditions, de­
termined to make an attempt for faving the place. He 

collected, with fome difficulty, an army of LhOOO men, 

of whom one half were Scots; and he fcnt them thither 
under the command of the earl of Buchan, confi:able of 

France; who was attended by the earl of Douglas, his 

countryman, the duke of Alenc;on, the marefchal de la 

Fayette, the count of Aumale, and the vifcount of Nar-

. bonne. When the conflable arrived within a few leagues 

of Yvri, he found that he was come too late, and that 

the place was already furrendered. He immediately 

turned to the left, and fat down before Verne:i.iil, which 

the inhabitants, in fpite of the garrifon, delivered up to 

him h. Buchan might now have returned in fafety, and 

with the glory of making an acquifition no lefs import-

: ant than the place which he was fent to relieve: But 

hearing of Bedford's approach, he called a council of war, 

g. Hall, fol. 8 5• Monfirelet, vol. ii. p. 8. Holingthed, p. 586. Grafton, 
p. 500, h Monfirelet, vol. ii. p. 14. Grafton, p. 504. 

in 
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i 1 order to dtliberate concerning the conduB: which he c H A P. -

fhould hold in this emergence. The wifer part of the~ 
council declared for a retreat; and reprefented, th<!t all 14z4. 

the pall: misfortunes of the French had proceeded from 
their ra!hnefs in giving battle when no neceffity obliged 
them; that this army was the lall: refource of the king, 
and the only defence of the few provinces which remained 
to him; and that every reafon invited him to embrace 
cautious meafures, which might leave time for his fub-
jects to return to a fenfe of their duty, and give leifure 
for difcord to arife among his enemies, who, being united 
by no common band of intereil: or motive of alliance, 
could not long perfevere in their animofity again!l: him. 
All thefe prudential confiderations were overborne by 
a vain point of honour, not to turn their backs to the 
enemy; and they refolved to await the arrival of the duke 
of Bedford. 

THE numbers were nearly equal in this action; arid 17th Aog. 
Battle Qt 

as the long continuance of war had introduced difcipline, Verneii ,JG 

which, however imperfeCt, fufficed to maintain fome ap­
pearance of onler in fuch fmall armies, the battle was 
:fierce, and well difputed, and attended with blood!hcd ori 
both fides. The confiable drew up his forces under the 
walls of V erneiiil, and refolved to abide the attack of the 
enemy : But the impatience of the vifcount of Narbonne; 
who advanced precipitately, and obliged the whole line to 
follow him in fome hurry and confufion, was the caufe of 
the misfortune which enfued. The Englilh archers, fix-
.ing their palifadoes before them, according to their ufual 
cuftom, fent a volJey of arrows amidil: die thickefi: of the 
French army; and though beaten ftom their ground, and 

obliged to take !helter among the baggnge, they foon ral-
lied, and continued to do great execution upon the ene-
my. The duke of Bedford, meanwhile, at the head of 

·the men at arms, made impreffion on the French1 broke 
K 2, • their 
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c H A P. their ranks, chaced them off the field, and rendered the' 

~~victory entirely complete and decifive i. The confiable 

1424. himfelf periihed in b:lttle, as well as the earl of Douglas and 
his fon, the counts of Aumale, Tonnerre, 2nd V cntadour, 

with many other confiderable nobility. The duke of Alen­

~on, the ma~eichal de la Fayette, the lords of Gaucour 

a:1d l\.1ortcmar were taken prifoners~ 'There fell about 

four thouf~mc.l of the French, and iixteen hundred of the 

Englilh; a lofs efieemeci, at that time, fo unufual on the 

fide of the \·itlors, that the duke of Bedford forbad all 

rejoicings for his fuccefs. Vernei.iil was ft:rrendercd next 

day by capitulation k, 

THE condition of the king of France now appeared 

very terrible, and almofi defperate. He had loft the 

flower of his army and the bravefr of his noblcs in this 

fatal aCl:ion : He had no refource either for rccrt:oiting or 

fubi1fi:ing his troops : He v.ranted money even for his pcr­

fonal fubfifcence; and though all parade of a court was 

baniihed, it was with diHiculty he could keep a table, 

fuppiied with the plainefl: nccefLries, for himfelf and his 

f~w foHowers: Every day brought him intelligence of 

fome lofs or misfortune : Towns, which were bravely 

defended, were obliged at laft to furrcnccr for want of re­

lief or fupply: He faw his partizans entirely chaced from 

all the provinces which Jay north of the Loire: And he 

expected foon to lofe, by the united efforts of his enemies, 

all the territories of which he had hitherto continued 
rnafier; when an incident h 1ppened, which faved him on 

t .c brink of ruin, and loft the Engliili fuch an oppor­

tunity for completing their conquefis, as they never after­

wards were able to recal. 

J AQPELINE, countefs of Hainault and Holland, and 

heir of thefe provinces, had efpoufed John duke of Bra;.. 

l Hall, fol. 88, &9, go. Monlhelct, vol. ii. p. 1 5· Stowe, p. 365. Hol· 

linglhed, .P• sii. k Manfir.det, vo1 • .i.i. P· IS· 

bant~ 
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bant, coufin german to the duke of Burgundy; but hav- C ~x.o. r • . 
ing made this choice from the ufual motives of princes,"-----~ 
ihe foon found reafon to repent of the unequal alliance. 141.-1-· 

She was a princefs of a ma{culine fpirit and uncommon 
undcdbnding; the duke of 13rabant was of a fickly com­
plexion and weak mind : She was in the vigour of her 
.age; he had only reached his fifteenth year: Thefe caufes 
had infpired her with · fuch contempt for her huiband, 
which foon proceeded to antipathy, that !he determined 
to difiolve a marriage, where, it is probable, nothing but 
the ceremony had as yet intervened. The court of Rome 
was commonly very open to applications of this nature, 
when feconded by power and money; but as the princefs 
forefaw great oppofition from her hufband's relations, and 
was impatient to effect her purpofe, ilie made h~r efcape 
into England, and threw herfelf under the protection of 
the duke of Glocefrer. 1'hat prince, with many noble 
sualities, had the defect of being governed by an impe .. 

~~ous temper and vehement pq.ffions; and he was ra!hly 
· nduced, as well by the charms of the countefs herfelf, as 
by the profpect of poffeffing her rich inheritance, to offer 
himfelf to her as a huiband. Without waiting for a papal 
difpcnfatiol} ; ~ithout endeavouring to reconcile the duke 
of Burgundy to ~he mcafure; he entered into a contract 
of marriage with J aqucl~ne, and immediately attempted 

to put himfelf in poffeffion of her dominions. Philip was 
difguficd with fo precipitate a conduct : He refented the 
~njury done to the duke of Braba~t, his near relation: 
He dreaded to have the Englifh efrapliihed on all fides of 
him: And he forefaw the confequences, which muft at­
~cnd the extenfive and uncontrouled dominion of that 
pation, if, before the full fettlement of their power, they 
infulted and injured an ally, to whom they had already 
peen fo much indebted, and who was frill fo neceflary 
for fupporting them in their farther progrefs. He en-

K 3 . ~ouraged, 
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c H A P. couraged, therefore, the duke of Brabant to make refi!l­
~ ance: He engaged many of Jaquelin's fuhjecl:s to :1dhere 

H24. to that prince: He himfelf marched troops to his fupport: 
And as the duke of Glocefter fiill perfevered in his pur­
pofe, a fharp war was fuddenly kindled in the Low Coun~ 
tries. The quarrel foon became perfonal as well as poli­
tical. 1'he Englilh prince wrote to the duke of J3urgundy, 
complaining of the oppofition made to his pretenfions; 
and though in the main he employed amicable terms in 
his letter, he took notice of fome falfehoods, into which, 
he faid, Philip had been betrayed during the courfe of 
thcfe tranfaCl:ions. This unguarded expreilion was highly 
refented : The duke of Burgundy infified, that he fuould 
retract it: And mutual challenges and defiances paffe3 
between them on this occafion I. 

THE duke of Bedford could eafily forefce the bad 
effects of fo ill-timed 4nd imprudent a quarrel. All 
the fu~cours, which he expected from England, and 
which were fo neceffary in this critical emergence, were 
intercepted by his brother, and employed in Ho1lan~ 
~nd Hainault: The forces of the duke of Burgundy~ 
which he alfo depended on, were diverted by the fame 
yvars: And befides this doubte lofs, he was in imminent 
danger of alienating for ever that confederate, whoie 
friendihip was of the utmoft importance, and whom the 
late king had enjoined him, with his dying breath, to gra­
tify by every mark of regard and attachment. He repre­
fented all thefe topics to the duke of Glocefier : He en­
pcavoured to mitigate the refentmcnt of the duke of Bur­
gundy: He interpofed with his good offices between thefe 
princes: But was not fuccefsful in any of his endeavours; 
and he found, that the impetuofity of his. brother's tem­
per was frill the chief obfiacle to all accommodation m. 

for this reafon, infiead of pulhing the vitlory gained at 

m Monftrelet, p. 18. 

Vernei.iil, 
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Verneiiil, he found himfelf obliged to take a journey into C H A P. 
XX. 

England, and to try, by his counfels and authority, to"-.,___.) 

moderate the meafures of the d ukc of G locefl-er. 1 42 4· 

THERE had likewife broken out fome difFerences among 

the Eng!dh minifhy, \Vhich had proceeded to great 

extremities, and which required the regent's prc{ence to 

compofe them "· The bifuop of Winchcfh:r, to whom 

the cate of the king's perfon and education had been cn­

trufl.cd, was a prelate of great capacity and experience, 

but of an intriguing and dangerous character; and as he 

afpired to the government of affairs, he had continual dif­

putes with his nephew, the proteCtor; and he gained 

frequent advantages over the Ychement and impolitic tem-

per of that prince. 1'he duke of Bedford employed the 14
2 5• 

authority of p;;.rliam~nt to reconcile them; and thefe ri-

vals were obliged to promifc before that affembly, that 

they would bury all quarrels in oblivion °. 'rime alfo 

fcemed to open expedients for compofing the difference 

with the duke of Burgundy. The credit of that prince 

had procured a bull from the pope; by which not only 

Jaqueline's contract with the duke of Glocefier was an­

nulled; but it was alfo declared, that, even in cafe of 

the duke of Brabant's death, it lhould never be bwful 

for her to efpoufe the Englilh prince. Humphrey, de­

fpairing of fuccefs, married another lady of inferior rank, 

who had lived fome time with him as his mifrrefs P. The 

duke of Brabant died; and his vvidow, before lhe could 

recover pofi(dlion of her dominions, was obliged to decbre 

the duke of Burgundy her heir, in cafe !he fhould die with-

out iffue, and to promife never to marry witaout bis con-

fent. But though the affair was thus terminated to the 

fatisfaetion of Philip, it left a difagreeable impreffion on 

» Stowe, p. 368. liclling.fhed, p. 590· 0 Ha ll, fol. 98, 99• 

Hollingfhed, p. 593, 59~· Polydore Virgil, F• 4€6, Grafton, P• 512.. 5 '9• 

! S~ow~, P· 367. 
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C H A P.his mind: Tt excited an extreme jeaJouly of the Englifh, 
~and opened his f'ycs to his true intcrdls : And ~s nothing 

1425. but his animofity againH: Charles had engaged him i11 
alliance with them, it counterbalanced that paffion by 
another of the fame kind, which in the end became pre .. 
valent, and brought him back, by degrees, to his natural 
connexions with his family and his native country. 

l426. 

ABOUT the fame time, the duke of Britanny began to 
withdraw himfelf from the Engli{h alliance. ~lis bro-: 
thcr, the count of Richmond, though conneCted by mar­

riage with the dukes of Burgundy and Bedford, was 

extremely attached by inclination to the French in~ 
tcrefi; and he willingly hearkened to all the advances 
which Charles made him for obtaining his friendihip~ 
;The :fl:aff of confiable, vacant by the earl of Buchan's 

death, was offered him; and as his martial and ambi~ 
tious temper afpired to the command of armies, which h~ 
had in vain attempted to obtain from the duke of Bedford, 
he not only accepted that office, but brought over hi$ 
brother to an alliance with the French monarch. The ne~ 
confiaole, having made this one change in his meafures, 
firmly adhered ever after to his engagements v,.rith France~ 
Though his pride and violence, which would admit of 
no rival in his mafier's confidence, and even prompted 
him to affaffinate the other favourites, had fo much 
difgufied Charles, that he once banifhed him the court, 

and rcfufed to admit him to his prefence, he :fl:ill aeted 
with vigour for the fcrvicc of that monarch, and ob­
tained at lafr, by his perfeverance, the pardon of aH 
paf!: offences. 

IN this fituation, the duke of Bedford, on his return, 
foun.d the afFairs of France, after paffing eight months in 
England. The duke of Burgundy was n:uch difgufied. 
The duke of Britanny had entered into engagements with 

· Charles, 
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· harks, and had done homage to that prince for his c ~x: P. 

dutchy. The French hap been allowed to recover from '---v--! 
the afl:oni!hment, into which their frequent difa.fters had 14l.6. 

thrown them. An incide11t too had happened, which ferved 
~xtremely to raife their courage. The earl of \Varwic 

had befieged Montarg~s with a fmall army of 3000 men, 
and the place was reduced to extremity, when the bafrard 
pf Orleans undertook tq throw relief into it. This ge-
neral, who ~as natural fon to the prince aff.1ffinated by 
.the duke of Bu_rgundy, and who was afterwards created 
~ount of D~nois, conducted a body of 16oo men to 
Montargis; and made an at.tack on the enemy's trenches 
~ith fo much valour, prudence, and good fortune, that 

!1e not only penetrated into the place, but gave a fcvere 
blow to the: Engli!h, a!!d opl!gcd Warwic to raife th~ 
ftege '1, This was the fidl: fignal action that railed the 

fame ~f Dunois, and ~pened him the road to thofe great 
honours, which he afterwards attained. . 
. I 

DtJT the regent, foon after his ar.(ivaJ, revived the re .. 
putation of the Englilh arms, by an important enter­

prize which he happily atchieved. He fecretly brought 
together, in feparate detachn:ents, a confiderable army to 
~he frontiers of Britanny; and fell fo unexpectedly upon 
that provinc~, that the duke, unable to make refifrance, 
yie1dccl to all the terms . required of him: He renounced 

he French alliance; he engaged to maintain the treaty 
of T.roye ; he acknowledged the duke of Bedford for re .. 
gent of France; and promifcd to do homage for his dutchy 

to king Henry r. And the Englilh prince, having thus 
freed himfelf from a dangerous enemy who lay behind 
him, refolved on an undertaking, which, if fuccefsfu1, 

would, he hoped, cafr the balance between the two na­
tions, anJ prepare the way for the final conqueft of 

ranee. 

q Mun!hele•, vol. ii. p. 31, 33• HollingtMd~ p. 597• 
r Monfirelet, vol. ii, p. 35, 36, 
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c H A P. THE city of Orleans was fo fituated between the pro­
.. x~vinces commanded by Henry, and thofc poffcffed by 

. 1 4Z8. Charles, that it opened an eafy entrance t0 either ; and 
S·ege d 
Orleaas, as the duke of Bedford intended to make a great effort for 

penetrating into the fouth of Ji'rance, it behoved him to 
begin with this place, whi ch, in the prefent circum­
ftances, was become the mofi important in the kingdom-. 
He commirted the conduct of the enterprize to the earl 
of Salifbury, who had newly brought him a rein­
forcement of 6ooo men from England, and who had 
much difringuilhed himfelf, by his abilities, during the 
courfe of the prefent war. Salifbury, paffing the Loire, 
made himfelf mafter of fcveral fmall places, which fur­
·rounded Orleans on that fide 5 ; and as his intentions 
were thereby known, the French king ufcd every expe­
dient to fupply the city with a garrifon and provifions, 
and enable it to maintain a long and obfiinate fiege. The 
lord of Gaucour, a brave and experienced captain, was 
appointed governor: Many officers of diftinction threw 
themfelves into the place : The troops, which they con­
duCted, were enured to war, and were determined to 
make the mofi: obftinate refiftance: And even the inha­
bitants~ difciplined by the long continuance of hofiilities, 
were well qualified, in their own defence, to fecond the 
efforts of the mofi veteran forces. The eyes of a1l Eu­
rope were turned towards this fcene; where, it was rea-

.. fona9ly fuppofed, the French were to make their lafi: 
fiand for maintaining the independance of their monar­
chy, and the rights of their fovereign. 

THE ear] of Salifbury at laft approached the place with 
an army, which confifi:ed only of Io,ooo men; and not 
being able, with fo fmall a force, to inveft fo great a 
city, that commanded a bridge over the Loire, he fia­
tioned himfelf on the fouthern fide towards Sologne, leav-

s ~on!l:relet, vol. ii. p. 3S, 39• Polyd. Virg. p. 4ES. 



H E N R Y VI. 139 

ing the other, towards the Beauffe, frill open to the ene- C H A P• 

my. He there a~tacked the fortifications, which guarded~ 
the entrance to tb.e bridge; and after an obfiinate refifr- 14z8. 

ance he carried feveral of them : But was himfclf killed by 

a cannon ball as he was taking a view of the enemy t. The 

earl of Sufto~k fucceeded to the command ; and being re­

inforced with great numbers of Eng1ifh and Burgundians, 
he paffed the riv(r with the nuin body of his army, and in-
vefied Orleans Oil the otl-.er £de. As it was now the depth 

of winter, Suffolk, who found it difficult, in that feafon, 
to throw up intrenchments all around, contented himfelf, 
for the prefent, with ereCl:ing redoubts at different dif-

tances, where his men were lodged in fafety, and were 
ready to interceJt the fupplies., which the enemy might 
attempt to throv into the place. Though he had feveral 

pieces of artillerr in his camp, (and this is among the fidl: 
ficgcs in Europe, where cannon were found to be of im­

portance,) the at of engineering was hitherto fo imper-

feCt, that Suffolt trufred more to famine than to force for 

fubduing the city; and he purpofed in the fpring to ren-

der the circum1allation more complete, by drawing in­

~renchments frcm one redoubt to another. Numberlefs 

feats of valour were performed both by the befiegers and 

befieged during the winter: Bold [allies were made, and 

repulfed with equal boldnefs: Convoys were fometimes 
introduced and often intercepted: The fupplies were frill 
unequal to the C)nfumption of the place: And the Englilh 
feemed daily, th:mgh flowly, to be advancing towards the 

completion of their enterprize. 

BuT while S1ffolk lay in this fituation, the French par- 1419. 

ties ravaged all the country around ; and the befiegers, 

who were obliged to draw their provifions from a difiance, 
were themfelve~ expofed to the danger of want and famine. 

' t Hall, fol. 105, Monftrelet, vol. ii. p. 39• Stowe. P• 369. Holling· 

jhed, p. 599: G~afron, P• 5P• : 
Sir 
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CHAP. Sir John FafroHfc was bringing up a large convoy, of 
~every kind of fi:ores, which he cfcorted with a detach-

H~9· ment of 2500 men ; when he was attacked by a body of 
4000 French, under the command of the cotmts of Cler­
mont and Dunois. Faflolffe drew up his troops behind 
~he waggons; h~t the French generals, afraid of attacking 
him in that pofiure, planted a battery of cannon againft 
:him, which threw every thing into confufion, and vvould 
have infured them the victory; had not tl1e impatience of 
fome Scottilh troops, who broke the line of battle, brought 
vn an engagement, in ~yhich Fafiolffe was viCtorious. 
'The count of Dunois· was wounded; and abo:.Jt 500 

French were left on the field of battle. This a8ion, 
which was of great importance in the prefent conjunc­
~ure, was commonly called the battle of Herrings; be­

faufe the convoy brought a great quantity o( that kind of 

proviiions~ for the ufc of the Engli£h army ~uring the 
Lent feafon u. · 

CHARLES feemed now to have but one expedient for 
faving this city, which had been fo ]opg invefied.' The 
duke of Orleans, who was fiill prifoner in E11gland, pre­
vailed on the protector and the council to confent, tha~ 

all his demefnes 1hould b~ allowed to prefery~ a neutrality 
during the war, and fhould be fequefl:ered, for greater 
{ccurity, into the hands of the duke of Burgundy. This 
prince, who was much lefs cordial in the Englilh inte­
refis than formerly, went to Paris, and made the propofal 
to the duke of Bedford ; but the regent coldly replied~ 
'I'hat he was not of a humour to beat the bullies, while 
others ran away with the game: An anfwer, which fa 
difguficd the duke, that he recalled all the troops of Bur .. 
gundy, that aCted in the fiege w. The place however wa 

u Hall, fol. too. Monfhelet, vol, ii. p •• p, 42. Stowe, P• 369. Ho}.. 
lingfhed, P• 6oo. Polyd. Virg. p. 469. Grafton, p. 53"~• 

"' Hall, fol. 106. .Mollftr~let~ vol. ii. p. ~2, Stowe~ p. 369. Grafton, 
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. very day more and more dofely invefied by the Englifh : c J-t ~ P. 

G1~cat f,:arcity began already to be felt by the garrifon .~~ 
iind inhabitants: Charles, in defpair of collecting an ar- 1429. 

my; which fhould dare to approach the enemy's entrench-

ments, not only gave the city for lofi-, but began to en-

tertain a very difmal profpeB: with regard to t ;J c general 

fbte of his affairs. He faw that the country, in which 

he had h:therto, with great difficulty, fubfifted, would b~ 

laid entirely open to the invafion of a powerful and viCl:o .... 

rious enemy; and he already entertained thoughts of re-
tiring with the remains of his forces into Langucdoc and 

Dauphiny, and defending himfelf as long as poffib]e in 

thofe remote provinces. But it was fortunate for this good 

prince, that, as he lay under the dominion of the fair, 

the women, whom he confulted, had the fpirit to fupport 

his finking refolution in this defperate extremity. Mary 
of Anjou, his q uecn, a princefs of great merit and pru-

dence, vehemently oppofed this meafure, which, ihe fore-

faw, would difcourage all his partizans, and ferve as a 
general fignal for dcferting a prince, who fecmed himfelf 

to defpair of fuccefs. His mifirds too, the fair Agnes 

Sorel, who lived in entire amity with the queen, fecond-

ed all her remonfrrances, and threatened, that, if he thui 

pufillanimoufly threw away the fcepter of France, ihe 
would feck in the court of England a fortune more cor­

refpondent to her willies. Love was able to rouze in the 

breafi- of Charles that courage, which amilition had failed 

to excite ; He refolved to difpute every inch of ground 

with an imperious enemy; and rather to periih w1th ho .. 

nour in the midfi- of his fl·iend s, than yield inglorioufly to <~ 

his bad fortune: vVhen relief was unexpeCl:cdly brought 

him by another female of a very different charaCter, who 

gave rife to one of the moft fingular revolutions, that is 

to be met with in hifl:ory. 

IN the village of Domremi near Vaucouleurs, on the The ma}d 

borders of Lorraine, there lived a country girl of twenty- of Orie.ms, 

fevcn 
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c H A P. [even years of age, called J oan d' Arc, who was fervant 
~in a fmall inn, and who in that fiation had been accuf-

1429. tomed to tend the horfes of the guefis, to ride them with­
out a faddle to the watering-place, and to perform other 
offices, which, in well-frequented inns, commonly fall 
to the fhare of the men fervants x. This girl was of an 
irreproachable life, and had not hitherto been remarked 
for any fingularity; whether that ilie had met with no 
occafion to excite her genius, or that the unfkilful eyes 
of thofe who converfed with her, had not been able to 
difcern her uncommon merit. It is eafy to imagine, that 
the prefent fituation of France was an interefiing objeCt 

. even to perfons of the lowefr rank, and would become 
the frequent fubjeCl: of converfation: A young prince, ex­
pelled his throne by the fedition of native fubjeB:s, and 
by the arms of firangers, could not fail to move the com­
pa.ffion of all his people, whofe hearts were uncorrupted 
by faction; and the peculiar character of Charles, fo 
firongly inclined to friendiliip and the tender paffions, na­
turally rendered him the hero of that fex, whofe generous 
minds know no bounds in their affetlions. The fiege of 
Orleans, the progrefs of the Englilh before that place, 
the great difrrefs of the garrifon and inhabitants, the im­
portance of faving this city and its brave defenders, had 
turned thither the public eye; and Joan, inflamed by the 
general fentiment, was feizcd with a wild defire of bring­
ing relief to her fovereign in his prefent difirdfes. Her 
unexperienced mind, working day and night on this fa­
vourite object, mifl:ook the impulies of paffion for hea­
venly infpirations; and fue fancied, that lhe faw vifions, 
and heard voices, exhorting her to re-efiablifh the throne 
of France, and to expel the foreign invaders. An un• 
common intrepidity of temper made her overlook all 

x Hall) fol. tot. Monf!:relet, vol.ii. p. 4z. Grafton, P• 534• 

the 
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the dangers, which might attend her in fuch a path ; c H. ~ F. 

and thinking herfclf dcfrincd by H eaven to this office,~_:__.. 
lhe threw afide all that ba!hfulnefs and timidity, fo 1429~ 

natural to her fcx, her yea rs, and her low fiation. 
She went to V aucoulem1s ; procured admiffion to Bau-
dricourt, the governor ; informed him of her infpira-
tions and intentions ; and conjured him not to negleCl: 
the voice of God, who fpokc through her, but to fecond 
thofe heaven! y revelations, which impelled her to this 
glorious entcrprize. Baudricourt treated her at firfl: witn 
fomc ncglcB:; but on her frequent returns to him, and 
importunate folicitations, he be6 an to remark fomething 
extraordinary in the maid, aml was inclined, at all ha-
zards, to make fo eafy an experiment. It is uncertain, 
whether this gentleman had difccrnmcnt enough to per-
ceive, that great ufe might be made with the vulgar off() 
uncommon an engine; or, what is more likely in that 
credulous age, was himfelf a convert to this vifionary: 
But he adopted at lafr the fchemes of Joan; ~nd he gave 
her fome attendants, who condutl:ed her to the French 
court, which at that time refidcd at Chinon. 

IT is the bufinefs of hifiory to difl:inguiih between the 
miraculous and the marvellous; to re} .. Cl: the firfr in all nar­
rations merely profane and human; to doubt the fecond ~;. 

and when obliged by unquefl:ionable tcfl:imony, as in the 
prefentcafe, to admit of fomethingextraordinary, to receive 
as little of it as is confifient with the known faets and 
circumfiances. It is pretended, that Joan, immediately 
on her admiffion, knew the king, though £he had never 
feen his face before, and though he purpofcly kept him­
felf in the crowd of courtiers, and had laid afide every 
thing in his drefs and apparel which might difiinguilh 
him: That fue offered him, in the name of the fupreme 
Creator, to raife the fiege of Orleans, and conduCl: him 

to Rheims to be there crowned and anointed ; and on his 
expreffing 
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. c H A ,P. expreffing doubt~ of her miffion, revealu1 to him, beforft 
~~ fome fworn confiJents, a ftcrct, which was unknown 

1.jz.9. to all the world bcfide himfelf, and which nothing but a 

heaven] y infpiration could have difcovered to her: And 
· that ilie dcmandi..d, as the infi:rument of her future vic­

tories, a puticular fword, which was kept in the church 
of St. Catharine of Fierbois, and which, though !he had 
never feen it, !he defcribed by all its marks, and by the 
place in which it had long lain negleCted Y, This is cer­
tain, that all thefc miraculous ftones were fpread abroad,. 
in order to captivate the vulgar. The more the king and 
his minifiers \vcrc determined to give into the illufion; 
the more fcruplcs they pretended. An affem bly of grave 
doB:ors and theologians cautioufly examined Joan's mif­

:fion, and pronounced it undoubted anJ fupcrnatural. She 
vas f~nt to the parliament, then refiding at Poietiers; and 

was interrogated before that a1E~m~1y: The prcfidents, 
the couniellor:, 'vho came p~rfuad~·d of her impofrurc, 
\vent away convinced of i1er infpiration. A ray of hope 
b(!f,:!Il to break through th3.t delpair, in wh:ch the min~s 
o~· all men were before C'l1\'elopeJ. Heaven had now de­

dared itfclf in favour of France, and had laid bare its out­
:fl-retched arrn to take vc:~geance on her invaders. Few 
could difiinguitb between the impul!e of inclination and 

the f01ce of com itlion; and none would fubmit to the 
trouble of fo difagreeablc a fcrutiny. 

AFTER thefc artificial precautions and preparations had 
been for fome time employed, Joan's requefis were at 
lait complied with: She was armed cap-a- pee, mounted 
on horfeback, and !hown in that· martial habiliment be­
fore the \Vhole people. Her dexterity in managing her 
freed, thou~h acquired in her former occupation, wai 
regarded as a frcfh proof of her million; and !he was re­
Ctived with the loudeft acclamations by the fpechtors.. 

Y Hall1 fol. 107. Holling!hed1 p. 6oo, 
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Her former occupation was even denied : She was no C H A P. 

longer the fervant of an inn. She was converted into a~ 
fhepherdefs, an employment much more agreeable to the '42 9· 

imagination. To render her fiill more interefiing, near 

ten years were fubfiratted from her age; and all the 

fentiments of love and of chivalry, were thus united to 

thof<.! of enthufiafm, in order to inflame the fond fancy of 

the people with prepoffeffions in her favour. 
WHEN the engine was thus dre!led up in full fplendor; 

it was determined to effay its force againfi the enemy. 

Joan was fent to Blois, where a large convoy was pre­

pared for the fupply of Orleans, and an army of ten 

thoufand men, under the command of St. Severe, affc:m­

bled to efcort it. She ordered all the foldiers to confefs 

th.emfelves before they fet out on the enterprize: She ba­

ni£hed from the camp all women of bad fame: She cl if­
played in her hands a confecrated banner; where the 

Supreme Being was reprefented; grafping the globe of 

earth; and furrounded with flower de luces. And fhc 

infified, in right of her prophetic miffion, that the con­

voy £hould enter Orleans, by the direCl: road from the 
· fide of Beauue: But the count of Dunois, unwilling to 

fubmit the rules of the military art to her infpirations; 

ordered it to approach by the other fide of the river, 

where, he knew, the weakefi part of the Englilli army 

was fl:ationed. 
PREVIOUS to this attempt, the maid had written to the 

.regent and to the Englilh generals before Orleans, com­

manding them~ in the name of the omnipotent Creator, 

by whom fhe was commiffioned, immediately to raife the 

fiege and to evacuate France; and menacing them with 
divine vengeance in cafe of their difobedience. All the 

Engliih afFected to fpeak with dcrifion of the maid and of 
her heavenly commiffion; anJ faid, that the French kit1g 

was now indeed reduced to a forry p<tlS~ wh..:n l11.: h;..d n> 

VoL. III. L cvurfe 
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c H A p ; courfc to fuch ridiculous expedients: But thty felt their 
~imagination fccretl y flruck with the vehement perfuafion, 

Ii29· which prevailed in all around them ; and they waited 
with an anxious expeCtation, not unmixed with horror, 
for the iifue of thefe extraordinary preparation:. 

As the convoy approached the river, a fall; was made 
by the garrifon on the fide of Beauile, to )rcvent the 
Englifh general from fending any detachment to the other 

2.9th Arril. fide: The provifions were pec:ceably embarkd in boats, 
which the inhabitants of Orleans had fent to receive 
them : 1.~he maid covered with her troops th~ embarka­
tion: Suffolk diJ not venture to attack her: And the 
French general carried back the army in fafetr to Bloi5; 
an alteration of affairs, which \vas already viuble to all 
the world, and which had a proportional eftcr on the 
minds of both p2rties. 

THE maid ente,;ed the city of Orleans, arrayed in 
her military garb, and difplaying her con(ecn!ed .frand­
ard; and was received, as a celeftial deliverer, by all the 
inhabitants. They now believed themfelvcs invincible 
under her influence; and Dunois himfelf, perc<iving fucil 
a mighty c:!tcrJ.tion both in friends a'nd foes, confented, 
that the next convoy, which was expeB:cd in ~ few d3.ys, 

4th r.hy. fbou1d enter by the fide of Bcauff..:-. 'I'hc <envoy ap­
proached : No fign of refi~ancc appeared i1 the bc­
fiegers: The vvaggons and troops paffed wi:lout iLter­
ruption between the redoubts of the Englifl: : A dead 
filence and afioni!hment reigned among thcfe troops, 
formerly [o elated with vi8:ory, and fo fiene for the 
combat. 

'I'HE earl of Suff"olk was in a fituation ve-y unuiud 
and extraordinary; and which might well corfound the 

man of the greatdl: caplcity and firmefl: temper He faw 

his troops overawed, and firongly impreffed with the 
idra of a divine influence, accompanying the naid. In-

fie~d 
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:ttead of baniihing thefe vain terrors by hurry and action C H A P. 

and war, he waited till the foldicrs fhould recover from~ 
the panic; and he thereby gave leifure for thofe prepofief- 1429• 

fions to fink frill deeper into their minds. The military 
maxims, which are· prudent in common cafes, decei\·cd 

him in th fe unaccountable events. The Engli.fh felt 

their courage daunted and overwhelmed; and thence in-

ferred a divine vengeance hanging over them. The 

French drew the fame inference from an inaCtivity fo 

new and unexpeCted. Every circumfiance was now rc-
verfed in the opinions of men, on which all depends : 
The fpirit, rcfulting from a long courfe of uninterrupted 

fuccefs, was on a fudden transferred from the victors to 
the vanquiihed. 

THE maid called aloud, that the garrifon lhould re­

main no longer· on the defenfive ; and :lhe promifed her 

f0llowers the a:ffifiance of heaven in attacking thofe re­
doubts of the enemy, which had fo long kept them in 
awe, and which they had never hitherto dared to infult. 
The generals fecon~ed her ardour : An attack was made 

on one redoubt, ana it proved fuccefsful a: All the Eng­

li.fh, who defended the entrenchments, were put to the 

fword or tal(en prifoncrs: And Sir John Talbot himfclf, 

who had drawn together, from the other redoubts, fome 
troops to bring them relief, durfr not appear in the open 

field againfr fo formidable an enemy. 
NOTHING after this fuccefs feemed impoffiblc to the 

maid and her enthufiafiic votaries. She urged the gene­
rals to attack the main body of the Engli!h in their en­

trenchments: But Dunois, frill unwilling to hazard the 
fate of France by too great temerity, and fenfiblc that 

the leaft reverfe of fortune vv-ould make all the prefent 

vifions evaporate, and refiore every thing to its former 

condition, checked her vehemence, and propofed to her 

a Monfl:relet, vol. ii. p. 45• 
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c H A P. firft to expel the enemy from their forts on the other fide 
XX. } h . . . h h '--v---' of the river, and thus ay t e commumcatton wtt t e 
'42 9• country entirely open, before lhe attempted any more 

hazardous enterprize. Joan was perfuaded, and tnefe 
forts were vigoroufly alfailed. In one attack the French 
were repulfed; the maid was left almofl: alone; fhe was 
obliged to retreat, and join the runaways; but difplaying 
her facred ftandard, and animating them with her coun­
tenance, her geftures, her exhortations, file led them 
back to the charge, and overpowered the Englifh in their 
entrenchments. In the attack of another fort, 1he was 
wounded in the neck with an arrow ; fhe retreated a mo­
ment behind the alfailants ; the pulled out the arrow with 
her own hands; fhe had .the wound quickly drelfed ; and 
lhe haftened back to head the troops, and to plant her 
\'iCl:orious banner on the ramparts of the enemy. 

BY all thefe fuccelfes, the Englilh were entirely chaced 
from their fortifications on that fide : They had loft above 
fix thoufand men in thefe different aCl:ions; and what 
was frill more important, their wonted courage and con­
fidence was wholly gone, and had given place to amaze­
ment and defpair. The maid returned triumphant over 
the bridge, and was again received as the guardian angel 
of the city. After performing fuch miracles, the con­
vinced the mofi obdurate incredulity of her divine mif­
fion : IV:fen felt themfelves animated as by a fuperior 
energy, and thought nothing impoffible to that di\!,ine 
hand, which fo vilibly conduCl:ed them. It was in vain 
even for the Englilh generals to oppofe with their fol­
diers the prevailing opinion of fupernatural influence: 
·rhey themfelves were probably moved by the fame be­
lief: The utmofi: they dared to advance, was, that Joan 
was not an infhument of God; ihe was only the imple­
ment of the Devil: But as the Engliih had felt, to their 
fad experience, that the Devil might be allowed fome-

8 times 
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times to prevail, they derived not much confolation from C H A P. 

the enforcing of this opinion. ~ 
IT might prove extremely dangerous for Suffolk, with 1 4Z9· 

fi h . . 'd d . I The fil!ge 
uc mt1m1 ate troops, to remam any onger in the pre- of Orleans 

fc f fc d · n. · h rai fed ence o o courageous an Vlcwnous an enemy ; e Sch M:.~,.. 

therefore raifed the fiege, and retreated with all the pre­

~aution imaginable. The French refolved to pufu their 

conquefts, and to allow the Englilh no leifure to recover 
from their confrernation. Charles formed a body of fix 

thoufand men, and fent them to att~ck J ergeau, whither 

Suffolk had retired with a .detachment of his army.' The 
fiege l.tlfted ten d:;1ys; and the place was obftinately de­

fend~d. Joan difplayed her wonted intrepidity on the 
occafion. She defcended into the foffee, in leading the 
.attack; and the there received a blow on the head with a 
fi.one, by which 1he was confounded and beaten to the 
ground : But 1he foon recovered herfelf; and in the end 

rendered the affault fuccefsful: Suffolk was obliged to 
yield himfelf prifoner tQ a Frenchm~n c.alled Renaud ; 

but before he fubJ11itte9, he afked his adverfary, whether 

he were a gentleman. On receiying a fatisfaCl:ory anfwer, 
he demanded, whether he were a knight. Renaud re-

plied, that he had not yet attained that honour. '!'ben I 
makt you one, replied Suffolk : Upon which, he gave him 

the blow with his fword, which dubbed him into that 

fraternity; and he immediately furrenqer~~ pi_mfelf his ..­

prifoner. 
THE remainder of the Englifb arm¥ w,as commanded 

by Faftolfte, Scales, and Talbot, \Yho thought of nothing 

.but of making their retreat_, as fcon as poffible, into a 
pl()ce of fafety; while the French efreemed the over­

taking them equivalent to a victory. So much h~d th.e 
events, which paffed before Orleans, altered every thing 
between the two natiq.ns ! The vanguard of the French 

llJ1der R>·hemont '.\nd Xaintrailles attacked the rear of 
L 3 tl)C 
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c f! A P. the enemy at the village of Patay. The b<!ttlt! laficd nqt 
~a moment: The Englif11 were difcomfited and fled: 

4~9· 'I'he brave Fafiolfte himfelf 1howed the example oi :Right 1Srh June, 
to his troops; and the order of the garter was taken from 
him, as a punidlment for this infl-ance of cowaraice b. 

Two thoufand men were killed in this action; and both 
rralbot and Scales ta.·en prifoners. 

IN the account of all thefe fucce!fcs, the French wri­
ters, to magnify the wonder, reprefent the maid (who was 
now known by the appellation of the Maid of Orleans) as 
not only. aCtive in combat, but as performing the office 
of general; direCting the troops~ conducting the military 
operations:> and fwaying the deliberations in all councils 
of war. It is certain, that the policy of the French 
cour,_ endeavoured to maintain this appearance with the 

pub!ic : But it is much more probable, that Dunois and 
the wiler commanders prompted her in all her meafures,_ 
than that a country girl, without experience or edu­
cation, could, on a fudden, become expert in a profeffion, . 

· which requires more genius and capacity, than any other 
<1crive fcene of life. It is fufficient praifc, that 1he could 
difiinguilh tne perfons on whofe judgment lhe might rely; 
that lhe could feize their hints and fuggcfiions, and, on 
a fudden, deliver their opinions as her own ; and that 
:lhe could curb, on occafion, that vifionary and enthufi­
afi:ic fpirit, with which 1he was actuated, and could 

..... temper it with prudence and difcretion. 

THE raifing of the fiege of Orleans was cne part of 
the maid's promife to Charles : The crowning of him at 
Rheims was the other: And ihe now vehemently infifi:ed, · 
that he fhould forthwith fet out on that enterprize. A 
few weeks before, fuch a propofal would have appeared 
the moft extravagant in the world. Rheims lay in a 

b Mon!lre!et1 vol. ii. P•. 46, 

diflant 
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Jii1ant quarter of the kingdom ; was then in t e hands c H ~ P, 

of a viCtorious enemy; the whole road, which led to __ }:::~ 
it, was occupied by their garrifons ; and no man could 1 42 9· 

be fo fanguine as to imagine, that fuch an atte111pt 

could fo foon cvme within the bounds of poffibility. But 

as it was extremely the int~refr of Charles to maintain 

the belief of fomcthing c~traordinary and divine in thefe 

events, and to avail himfelf of the prefent confiernation 

of the Englifu; he refolved to follow the exhortations of , 

his warlike prophetcfs, and to lead his army upon this 

promifing adventure. Hitherto he had kept remote from 

the fcene of war : As the fafcty of the fiate depended 

upon his perfon, he had been perfuaded to rcfirain 

his military ardour: But obfcrving this profperous turn 

of affairs, he now deter~nined to appear at the head of 

his armies, and to fet the example of valour to all his 

foldiers. And the French nobility faw at once their 

young fovereign aifuming a new and more brilliant 

charaCl:er, feconded by fortune, and conducted by the 

hand of heaven; and they caught fre!h zeal to exert 

themfel ves in replacing him on the throne of his an-

cefiors. 

CHARLES fet out for Rheims at the hc:1d of twelve The king 

r. d H fr. d b ·r h" 1 d · of France thou1an men: e pa1re y roye, w lC 1 opene Its crownl!d at 

gates to him : Chalons imitated the example: Rheims 1 heim .• 

fent him a deputation with its keys, before hi:; approach 

to it: And he fcarcely perceived, as he paired along, 

that he was marching through an enemy's country. 

'rhe ceremony of his coronation was here performed c 17th Jul • 

with the holy oil, which a pigeon had brought to king 

Clovis from he ven, on the firft efhblilhment of the 

French monarchy : 'I'he maid of Orleans frood by his 

fide, in complete armour, and difplaycd her f. c~ed bar1-

c Mon!lr:let, vol. ii. p. 4S. 
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C H A P. ner, which had fo often diffipated and confounded his 
~ fiercefl: enemies : And the people lhouted with the m9fl: 

1•F9· unfeigned joy, on viewing fuch a complication of won­

ders. After the completion of the ceremony, the Maid 

threw herfe!f at the king's feet, embraced his knees, 

and with ' a flood of tears, which pleafure and tendernefs 

extrJrted from her, lhe congratulated him on this. fingular 

;:1nd marvellous event. 

CHARLEs, thus crowned and anointed, became more 

refpetl:able in the eyes of all his fubjeCls, and feemed, in 

a manner~ ~o receive anew, from a heavenly commiffion, 

his title to their allegiance. The inclinations of men 

fwaying their belief, no one doubted of th~ in~pirations 
and prophetic fpirit of the lVlaid : So many itJcidents, 

which paffed all human comprehenfion, left little room to 

quefiion a fuperior influence : A~d the real and undoubt­

~d facts brought credit to every exaggeration, which 

could fcarcely be rendered more wonderful. Laon, Soif­

fons, Chateau-Thierri, Provins, and many other towns 

and fortreffes in that neighbourhood, immediately af~ 
ter Charlesrs coronation, fubmitted to him on the 

firft fummons; and the whole nation was difpofed tQ 

give him the moft zealqus teftimonies of their duty a~d 
affection. 

Pr!Jd t> n.:eof N uTHING can imprefs us with a higher idea of the 
thP du!<e of . 
l3eaf"rd. v.nfdom, addrefs, and refolution of the duke of Bedford, 

than his being able to maintain himfdf in fo perilous a 

fituation, and to preferve fome ' footing in France, after 

the defection of fo many places, and amidft the ~niverfal 
j nclination of the re£1: to imitate that contagious example, 

'rhis prince feemed prefent every where by his vigilance 

~nd forefight: He employed every refource, which fortune 

pad yet left him : He put all the Englilh garrifons in a 

pqfi~t·e 9f gef~n~~ : fie kept~ watchf~l eye over every a~-
~cmp~ 
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tempt among the French towards an infurreCl:ion: He C H A P. 

retained the Parifians in obedience, by alternately em-~ 
ploying careffes and feverity: And knowing that the duke 1~19. 

of Burgundy was already wavering in his fidelity, he 

aCled with fo much fkill and prudence, as to renew, in 
this dangerous crifis, his alliance with that prince; an 

alliance of the utmofl: importance to the credit and [up-

port of the Englifh government. 
'fHE fmall fupp1ies which he received from England 

fet the talents of this great man in frill a frronger light. 

The ardour of the Englifh for foreign conquefis was now 
extremely abated by time and refleCtion: The parliament 

feems even to have become fenfible of the danger, which 

might attend their farther progrefs : No fupply of money 

could be obtained by the regent during his greatefi dif­

treffes: And men enlifted flowly under his frandard, or 

{oon deferted, by reafon of the wonderful accounts, which 

had reached England, of the magic, and forcery, and dia­

bolical power of the maid of Orleans d. It happened for­

tunately, in this emergency, that the bilhop of Winche­

frer, now created a cardinal, landed at Calais with a body 

of sooo men, which he was conduCling into Bohemia, 

on a crtlfade againft the Huffites. He was perfuaded to 
lend th.efe troops to his nephew during the prefent difficul­

ties e ; and the r.egent was thereby enabled to take the 

field; and to oppofe the French king, who was advancing 

,A-vith his army to th.e gates of Paris. 

THE extraordinary capacity of the duke of Bedford ap­

peared alfo in his military operations. He attempted to 
refiore the courage of his troops by bold I y advancing to 

the face of the enemy ; but he chofe his pofis with fo 

much caution, as always to decline a combat, and to ren­

der it impoffible for Charles to attack him. He frill at-

4 ~ymer, vol. x. p. 4 59• ~7~· e ~bid, vol. x. F• 4u. 
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c H A P. tended that prince in al his movements; covered his own 
~towns c:.nd garrifons; and kept himfe1f in a pofiure to re.ap 

143o. advantage from every imprudence or falfe :fiep of the ene­
my. The French army, which confi:fied mo.!Hy of volun­
teers, who ferved at their own expence, foon after retired 
and was difbancled : Charles went to Bourges, the ordi­
nary place of his refidcnce; but not till he made h_imfelf 
rnafier of Compiegne, Beauvais, Scnlis, Sens, Laval, 
Lagni, St. Dcnis, and of many places in the neighbour­
hood of Paris, which the affccrions of tl1e people had put 
into his hands. 

THE regent endeavoured to revive the declining· fiate 
of his affairs, by bringing over the young king of Englaed, 
and having him crowned and anointed at Paris f. All 
the vaffals of the crown, who lived within the provinces 
poffeffed by the Englilh, fwore new allegiance and did 
homage to him. But this ceremony was cold and in­
fipia, compared with the lufire which had attended the 
coronation of Charles at Rheims; and the duke of Bedford. 
expeB:ed more efFect from an accident, which put into his 
bands the perfon that had been the author of all his cala­
mities. 

THE maid of Orleans, after the coronation of Charles, 
declared to the count of Dunois, that her wi!hes were now 
fully gratified, and that fhe had no farther defire than to 
ret un to her former condition, and to the occupations 
and courfe of life which became her fex: But that noble­
man, fenfible of the great advantages which might frill 
be reaped from her prefence in the army, exhorted her to 
perfevere, till, by the fina~ expulfion of the Englilh, !he 
had brought all her prophecies to their full completion. 
ln purfuance of this advice, fhe threw herfelf into the town 
of Compiegne, which was at that time befieged by the duke 

f Rymer, '\'Ol, x. p. 43Zo 

of 
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f Burgundy, affified by the earls of Arundel and Suffolk; C H A • 

and the garrifon on her appearance believed tbemfclves ~ 
thenceforth invincible. Buttheir joy was of1hort duration. 143o. 

The Maid, next day after her arrival, headed a fally upon 24th May. 

the quarters of John of Luxembourg; ilie twice drove 
the enemy from their entrenchments; finding their num-
bers to encreafe every moment, fhe ordered a retreat ; 
when hard preffed by the purfuers, fhe turned upon them, 
and made them again recoil ; but being here deferted by 
her friends, and furrounded by the enemy, fhe was at lafr, 
after exerting the utmofl: valour, taken prifoner by the 
Burgundians g. The common opinion was, that the 
French officers, finding the merit of every viCtory afcribed 
to her, had, in envy to her renown, by which they thcm-
fclves were fo much eclipfed, willingly expofed her to 
this fatal accident. 

THE envy of her friends on this occ::dion was not a 
greater proof of her merit than the triumph of her ene­
mies. A complete victory would not have given more 
joy to the Englifh and their partizans. The fervice of 
Te Dcum, which has fo often been profaned by princes, 
was publicly celebrated on this fortunate event at Paris. 
The duke of Bedford fancied, that, by the captivity of 
that extraordinary woman, who had blafied all his fuc­
ccffes, he fhou Id again recover his former afcendant over 
France; and to puili farther the prefent advantage, he 
purchafed the captive from John of Luxembourg, and 
f~rmed a profecution againfl: her, which, whether it pro­
ceeded from vengeance or policy, was equally barbarous 
and diihonourable. 

THERE was no poffible reafon, why Joan 1hould not I4F· 

pe regarded as a prifoner of war, and be entitled to all the 

r Stowe, P• 371, 
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c H A P. courtefy and good ufage, which civilized nations praCti(e 
~towards enemies on thefe occafions. She had never, in 

Jf3I· her military capacity, forfeited, by any aCl: of treachery 
or cruelty, her claim to that treatment: She was un .. 
ftained by any civil crime : Even the virtues and the 
very decorums of her fex had ever been rigidly obferved 
by her: And though her appearing in war, and leading 
armies to battle, may feem an exception, fhe had thereby 
performed fuch fignal fervice to her prince, that fhe had 
abundantly compenfated for this irregularity; and was, 
pn <that very account, the more an objeB: of praife and 
admiration. It was neceffary, therefore, for the duke of 
Bedford to intereft religion fome way in the profecution; 
and to cover under that cloak his violation of juftice and 
humanity. 

THE bithop of Beauvais, a man wholly devoted to the 
Englilh interefts, prefented a petition againft Joan, on 
pretence that fhe was taken within the bounds of his 
diocefe; and he defired to have her tried by an ecclefiaf­
tical court for forcery, impiety, idolatry, and magic: The 
tmiverfity of Pq.ris was fo mean as to join in the fame 
rcq uefr : Several prelates, among whom the cardinal of 
\Vinchefrer was the only Englilhman, were appointed her 
judges: They held their court in Roiien, where the 
young king of England then refided : And the Maid, 
~lothed in her former military apparel, but loaded with 
irons, was produced before this trjbu,nal. 

SHE firfr defired to be eafed of her chains: Her judges 
anfwered, that fue had once already attempted an efcape 
by throwing herfelf from a tower: She confefled the fact, 
maintained the jufi:ice of her intention, and owned, that, 
if fue co.uld, lhe would frill execute that purpofe~ All 
her other fpeeches ihowed the fame firmnefs and intrepi­
dity : Though haraffed with interrog.a.tories, during the 

c.ourfe 
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c:ourfe of near four months, the never betrayed any weak~ C R .A P. 
nefs or womanilh fubmiffion ; and no advantage was~ 
gained over her. The point, which her judges pulhed 1 3 , 

mofr vehemently, was her vifions and revelations and in-
tercourfe with departed faints; and they afked her, whe-
ther lhe would fubmit to the church the truth of thefe> 
infpirations : She replied, that fhe would fubmit them 
to God, the fountain of truth. They then exclaimed, 
that the was a heretic, and denied the authority of th(: 
church. She appealed to the pope : They rejeCl:ed her 
appeal. 

THEY aiked her, why lhe put truil: in her Handard 
which had been confecrated by magical incantations : She 
replied, that Ihe put trufi: in the Supreme Being alone, 
whofe image was impreffed upon it. They demanded, 
why the carried in her hand that fi:andard at the anoint .. 
ment and coronation of Charles at Rheims: She anfwered, 
that the perfon who had Ihared the danger, was entitled 
to fhare the glory. When accufed of going to war con­
trary to the decorums of her fex, and of affuming go­
vernment and command over men; the fcrupled not to 
reply, that her foie purpofe was to defeat the Englilh, and 
to expel them the kingdom. In the iffue, the was con­
demned for all the crimes of which the had been accufed, 
aggravated by herefy ; her revelations were declared to be 
inventions of the devil to delude the people; and lhe wa~ 
fentenced to be delivered over to the fec~lar arm. 

J oAN, fo long furrounded by inveterate enemies, who 
treated her with every mark of contumely; brow-beaten 
and overawed by men of fuperior rank:, and men invefl:ed 
with the enfigns of a facrcd charaCter, which 1he had 
been accufromed to revere, felt her fptrit at lafi: fubdued; 
and thofe vifionary dreams of infpiration, in which the 
had l.ecn buoyed up by the triumphs of fuccefs and the 

applauf,s 
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c H A P. applaufes of her own party, gave way to the terrors of 
~that puniihment to which ihe was fentenced. She pub-

1431· Iicly declared herfelf willing to recant; ili2 acknowled6ed 
die illufion of thofe revelations which the church had 
rejected ; and !he promifed never more to maint, in them. 
Her fentence was then mitigated : She was condemned to 
perpetual imprifonment, and to be fed during life on 
bread and water. 

ENoUGH was now done to fulfil all political views, 
and to convince both the French and the Englilh, that the 
opinion of divine influence, which had fo much en­
couraged the one and daunted the other, was entirely 
without foundation. But the barbarous vengeance of 
Joan's enemies was not fatisfied with "this victory. Suf- · 
peB:ing, that the female drefs, which lhe had now con­
fented to wear, was difagreeable to her, they purpofely 
placed in her apartment a fuit of men's apparel; and 
WJ.tched for the effeB:s of that temptation upon her. On 
the fight of a dref~:) in which fhe had acquired fo much 
renown, and which, fhe once believed, lhe wore by the 
particular appointment of heaven, all her former ideas 
and paffions revived ; and lhe ventured in her folitude to 
cloath herfclf again in the forbidden garment. Her infi­
dious enemies caught her in that fituation; Her fault was 
interpreted to be no lefs than a relapfe into herefy : No 
recantation would now fuffice, and no pardon could be 
granted her. She was condemned to be burned in the 
market-place of Roiien; and the infamous fentence was 

Execution accordingly executed. This admirable heroine, to whom 
off the

1 
maid the more g:enerous fuperftition of the ancients would have 

o Or eans. .... 
14th June. ereCted altars, was, on pretence of herefy and magic, 

delivered over alive to the flames, and expiated by that 
dreadful punifhment the fignal fervices which fhe had 
rendered to her prince a!ld to her native country. 

THE 
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THE affairs of the Englifb, far from being ad,.ranced c H A P. 

by this execution, went every day more and more to de-~ 
cay: The gr at abilities o.f the reaent were unable to re- 1431.• 

fi{l: the fhong inclination, \Vhich had feized the French 
to return under the obedie1 cc of their rightful fovereign, 
and which that act of cruelty was ill fitted to remove. 
Chartres was furprized, by a firatagem of the count of 
Dunois : A body of the Englilh, under lord Willoughby, 
was defeated at St. Celerin upon the Sarte h: The fair in 
the fuburbs of Ctien, feated in the midft of the Engliih 
territories, was pillaged by de Lore, a French officer : 
'I'he duke of Bedford himfclf \Vas obliged by Dunois to 
raife the fiege of Lagni with fome lofs of reputation: And 
all thefe misfortunes, though light, yet being continueJ 
and uninterrupted, brought difcrcdit on the Engliili, and 
menaced them with an approaching revolution. But the 
chief detriment, which the regent fufiained, was by the 
death of his dutchefs, who had hitherto preferved fome 
appearance of friend/hip between him and her brother, 
the duke of Burgundy 1 : And his marriage foon after-
wards, with J aq ueline of Luxembourg, was the begin-
ning of a breach between them k. Philip complained, 
that the regent had never had the civility to inform him 
of his intentions, and that fo fudden a marriage was a 
flight on his ftfier's memory. The cardinal of Wincheficr 
mediated a reconciliation between thefe princes, and 
brought both of them to St. Omers for that purpofe. 
The duke of Bedford here expected the firfi viftt, both as 
he was fon, brother, and uncle to a king, and becaufe 
he had already made fuch advances as to come into the 
duke of Burgundy's territories, in order to ha\'e an inter-
view with him : But Philip, proud of his great power 
and independant dcminions, refufed to pay this compli-

Jt Mon!helet, vol. ii. p. 100, 

p. 373• ~rafton, p. SH• 

+ 

i Ibid. p, 87, k Stowe, 

ment 
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c H A P. ment to the regent: And the two princes, unable to ad· 

~juft the ceremonial, parted without fceing each other m. 

1432.. A bad prognoftic of their cordial intentions to renew pail 

amity! 
:beFeaionof NOTHING could be more repugnant to the interefis of 
~he dukde of the houfe of Burgundy, than to unite the crowns of 
a~ur;un y. 

France and England on the fame head; an event, which, 
had it taken place, would have reduced the duke to the 
rank of a petty prince, and have rendered his fituation 
entirely dependant and precarious. The title alfo to the 

crown of France, which, after the failure of the elder 
branches, might accrue to the duke or his pofterity, had 
been facrificed by the treaty of Troye; and ftrangers and 

enemies were thereby irrevocably fixed upon the throne, 

Revenge alone had carried Philip into thefe impolitic mea .. 

fures; and a point of honour had hitherto induced him 

to maintain them. But as it is the nature of paffion gra­
dually to decay; while the fenfe of intereft maintains a 

permanent influence and authority; the duke had, for fome 

years, appeared fenfibly to relent in his animofity againft 
Charles, and to hearken willingly to the apologies made 
by that prince for the murder of the late duke of Bur• 
gundy. His extreme youth was pleaded in his favour; 

his incapacity to judge for himfelf; the afcendant gained 

over him by his minifters; and his inability to refent a 

deed, which, without his knowledge, had been perpe­
trated by thofe under whoft: guidance he was then placed. 

The more to Ratter the pride of Philip, the king of 
France had hanilhed from his court and prefence Tanegui 
de Chatel, and all thofe who were concerned in that af­
faffination ; and had offered to make every other atone­

ment, which could be required of him. The difirefs1 

which Charles had already fuffered, had tended to gratify 

the duke's revenge; the miferies, to which France had-

m Montlrelet,. vol . ii. p. go. Grafton,. p. sGt . 

been 
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been fo long expofcd, had begun to move his compaflion; C H A P. 

and the cries of all Europe admonilhed him, that his re-~ 
fentment, which might hitherto be deemed pious, would, 143~. 
if carried farther, be univerfally condemned as barbarou3 
and unrelenting. While the duke was in this difpofition~ 
every difguft, which he received from England; made a 
double impreffion upon him; the entreaties of the count 
of Richemont and the duke of Bourbon, who had mar .. 
ried his two fifters, had weight; and he finally determined. 
to unite himfelf to the royal family of France, from which 
his own was defcended. For this purpofe, a congrefs I.fH; 
was appointed at Arras under the mediation of deputies 
from the pope and the council of Bafle : The duke of 
Burgundy came thither in perfon: The duke of Bourbon, 
the count of Richemont, and other perfons of high rank~ 
appeared as amba:ffadors from France: And the Englifu 
having alfo been invited to attend, the cardinal of Win­
chefter, . the bilhops of Norwich and St. David's, the 
earls of Huntingdon and Suffolk, with others, received 
from the protetl:or and council a commiffion for that 
purpofe m. 

THE conferences were held in the abbey of St. Vaafr; Augull­

and began with difcuffing the propofals of the two crowns1 

which were fo wide of each other as to admit of no hopes 
of accommodation. France offered to cede Normandy 
with Guienne, but both of them loaded with the ufual 
homage and va:ffalage to the crown. As the claims of 
England upon France were univerfally unpopular in Eu-
rope, the mediators declared the offers of Charles very 
reafonable; and the cardinal of Winchefter, with the 
other Englilh ambaffadors, without giving a particular 
detail of their demands, immediately left the congrefs. ~ 
There remained nothing but to difcufs the mutual preten.-
fions of Charles and Philip. Thefe were eafily adjufted · 

m Rymt:r, vol. x. p. 6tr, 6u. 

Vot. liT. , M .. 'I'h 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

c H A P. The vafral was in a fituation to give law to his fupe· 

~rior; and he exaaed conditions, which, had it not been 
1435· for the prefent neceffity, would have been deemed, to 

the lafr degree, dilhonourable and difadvantageous to 
the crown of France. Befides making repeated atone­

ments and acknowledgments for the murder of the 
duke of Burgundy, Charles was obliged to cede all the 
towns of Pi card y which lay between the Somme and the 
Low Countries ; he yielded feveral other territories ; 
he agreed, that thefe and all the other dominions of Phi­
lip {hould be held by him, during his life, without doing 
any homage or [wearing fealty to the prefent king; and 
he freed his fubjects from all obligations to allegiance, 
if ever he infringed this treaty n. Such were the con­

ditions, upon which France purchafed the friend£hip of 

the duke of Burgundy. 
1"'HE duke fent a herald to England with a letter, in 

which he notified the conclufion of the treaty of Arras, 
and apologized for his departure from that of Troye. 
The council received the herald with great coldnefs : 
'I'hey even affigned him his lodgings in a lhoemaker's 

houfe, by way of infult; and the populace were fo in­

cenfed, that, if the duke of Glocefter had not given him 
guards, his life had been expofed to danger, when he ap­
peared in the fl:reets. The Flemings, and other fubjects 
of Philip, were infulted, and fome of them murdered by 
the Londoners ; and every thing feemed to tend towards 
a rupture between the two nations 0 • Thefe violences 
were not difagreeable to the duke of Burgundy; as they 

afforded him a pretence for the farther meafures which 
he intended to take againfi: the Englilh, whom he now re­

garded as implacable and dangerous enemies. 

n Monftrelet, vol. ii. p. u~. CraftJn, p. 565. 
\'ol. ii. P• u.o. Hollin~lhed, f• E JZa 

o Monftrelet, 

A F£W 
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A FEW days after the duke of Bedford received intcl- C R A P. 

ligence of this treaty, fo fatal to the interefl:s of England,~ 
he died at Roiien; a prince of great abilities, and of I435· 

14th Se ~.t. 
many virtues ; and whofe memory, except from the bar- Death of rhe 

barous execution of the maid of Orleans, was unfullied dfiukdeofBed.; 

by any confiderable blemi!h. !fabella, queen of France, 
died a little before him, defpifed by the Engliili, detefted 
by the French, and reduced in her later years to regard, 
with an unnatural horror, the progrefs and fuccefs of 
her own fon, in recovering poffeffion of his kingdom. 
This period was alfo fignalized by the death of the earl 
of Arundel P' a great Englilh general, who, though he 
commanded three thoufand men, was foiled by Xain­
trailles at the head of fix hundred, and foon after expired 
of the wounds which he received in the actioh. 

or • 

THE violent factions, which prevailed between the 1436~ 
duke of Glocefter and the cardinal of Winchefter, 
prevented the Englilh from taking the proper meafures 
for repairing thefe multiplied loffes, and threw all 
their affairs into confufion. 1"'he popularity of the duke, 
and his near relation to the crown, gave him advan ... 
tages in the contefi, which he often loft by his open 
and unguarded temper, unfit to fl:ruggJe with the politiC 
and interefl:ed fpirit of his rival. 1"'he balance, mean-
while, of thefe parties, kept every thing in fufpence: 
Foreign affairs were much neglected : And though Jhe 
duke of York, fon to that earl of Cambridge, who was 
executed in the beginning of the lafr reign, was appointed 
fucceffor to the duke of Bedford, it was fevert months be~ 
fore his commiffion paffed the feals; and the Engli!h re­
mained fo long in an enemy's country, without a proper 
head or governor. 

f Monllrelet, vol. ii. F• to). Hollingilicd, P• 6JQ. 
M~ Tu ... 
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c H A P. 'I'HE new governor on his arrival found the capital al. 

~ready loft. The Parifians had always been more attached 
1 436. to the Burgundian than to the Engli£h interefl:; and after 

Decline of 
tht- Englilh the con cl ufion of the treaty of Arras, their affections, 
in Frar.ce, without any farther controul, univerfally led them to 

return to their allegiance under their native foverewgn. 
The confrable, together with Lile-Adam, the fame per­
fon who had before put Paris into the hands of the duke 
of Burgundy, was introduced in the night-time by intel­
ligence with the citizens : Lord Willoughby, who com­
manded only a fmall garrifon of 1500 men, was expelled: 
This nobleman difcovered valour and prefence of mind 
on the occafion ; but unable to guard fo large a place 

againfl: fuch multitudes, he retired into the Bafl:ile, and 
being there invefied, he delivered up that fortrefs, and was 
contented to fl:ipulatc for the fafe retreat of his troops into 

Normandy q. 

l~ the fame fea[on, the duke of Burgundy openly took 
p?~rt againfl: England, and commenced hofl:ilities by the 
il.egc of Calais, the only place which now gave the Eng­
li!h any fure hold of France, and frill rendered them 
dangerous. As he was beioved among his own fubjeB:s, 
and had acquired the epithet of Good, from his popular 
qualities, he was able to intcrefl: all the inhabitants of the 
Low Coun~ries in the fuccefs of this enterprize; and he 
invefied that place with an army, formidable from its 

numbers, but without experience, difC:ipline, or military 
fpirit r •. On the firfr alarm of this fiege, the duke of 
G1occiter aflemblecl fomc forces, fent a defiance to Philip, 
~u~d challenged him to wait the event of a battle, which 

he promifed to give, as foon as the wind would permit 
him to reach Calais. 'rhe warlike genius of the Engli£h 
l1ad at that time rendered them terrible to all the northern 

q Monflrelet, vol. ii. p. 127. Grafton, p. 568. r Monfire1et
1 

yol, ii. p, u6. ljO. JjZ• Holling1hed, p. 613. Grafcon, p. 571. 

parts 
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parts of Europe; efpecially to the Flemings, who were c H A P. 

more expert in manufaCt:ures, than in arms ; and the duke~ 
of Burgundy, being already foiled in fome attempts be- 1436. 

fore Calai~, and obfcrving the difcontent and terror of his 

own army, thought proper to raife the fiege, and to re- z.6th June. 

treat before the arrival of the enemy s. 

THE Englifu were frill mafl:ers of many fine provinces 

in France; but retained poffeffion, more by the extreme 

weaknefs of Charles, than by the firength of their own 

garrifons or the force of their armies. Nothing indeed 

can be more furprifing than the feeble efforts made, dur­
ing the courfe of feveral years, by thefe two potent na­

tions againfl: each other; while the one fl:ruggled for 

independence, and the other afpired to a total conquefl: of 

its rival. The general want of indufi:ry, commerce, and 

police, in that age, had rendered all the European nations, 
and France and England no lefs than the others, unfit 
for bearing the burthens of war, when it was prolonged 
beyond one feafon; and the continuance of hofi:ilities had, 
long ere this time, exhaufl:ed the force and patience of 
both kingdoms. Scarcely could the appearance of an 

army be brought into the field on either fide; and all the 
operations confifi:ed in the furprifal of places, in the ren­
counter of detached parties, and in incurfions upon the 
open country; which were performed by fmall bodies, 
affembled on a fudden from the neighbouring garrifons. 

In this method of conduCl:ing the war, the French king 

had much the advantage: The affections of the people 

~ere entirely on his fide: Intelligence was early brought 
him of the frate and motions of the enemy : The inhabi .. 
tants were ready to join in any attempts a.;ainft the gar­

rifons: And thus ground was continually, though flowly, 
gained upon the Engli£h. The duke of York, who was 
a prince of abilities, firuggled againfi: thefe difficulties dur-

5 Monfirelet, vol. ii, p. 136. Ho!lingfhed, p. 61 t• 

M 
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€ H A P. ing the courfe of five years; and being affifl:cd by the V(l~ 
~lour of lord Tal bot, foon after created earl of Shrew!bury~ 

1436. he performed aCl:ions, which acquired him honour, but 
merit not the attention of pofierity. lt would have been 
well, had this feeble war, in fparing the blood of the 
people, prevented likewife all other oppre.ffions; and had 
the fury of m~n, Vfhich reafon and jufticc cannot reftrain, 
thus happily received a check from their impotence and 
inability. But the French and Englilh, though they ex­
erted fuch fmall force, were, however, ftret~hing beyoncl 
their refources, which were frill fmaller; and the troops, 
defritute of pay, were obliged to fubfift by plundering and 
~ppreffing the country, both of friends and enemies. 
The fields in all the north of France, which was the feat 

f .4°· of war, were laid wafl:e and left uncultivated t. The 
cities were gradually depopulated~ not by the blood fpilt 
in battle, but by the more deftruCl:ive pillage of the gar­
rifons u : And both parties, weary of qofi:ilities, which 
9ccided nothing, feemed a.t lafi: defirous of peace, and they 
fet on foot negociations for that purpofe. But the propa .. 
fals of Frapce and the demands of England, were frill fo 
wide of each other, that all hope of accommodation im­
mediately vanilhed. The Englilh ambaffadors demanded 
refiitution of all the provinces which had once been an­
nexed to England, together with the final ceffion of Calais 
and its difl:riCl:; and required the poffeffion of thefe ex­
tenfive territories without the burthen of any fealty or 
homage on the part of their prince: Tqe French offered 
only part of Guienne, part of Normandy, and Calais, 
Joaded wit~ the ufual burthens. ~t appeared in vain t~ 

t Grafton, p. 562.. 

u Fortefcue, who, foon after this period, vilited France, in the train of 
princ~ Henrr, fpeaks of that kingdom as a defert in comparifon of England! 
See his Treatife de laudihus Anglit:e. Thollgh we make allowance for the 
partialities of Fortefcue, there muft have been fome foundation for his ac .. 
~o"!nt; and ~hefe defirutEve wars are the moft likely reafon to be affigned for 
fP~ ditrere~ce r~markcd b~ this author. · 
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tontinue the negociation, while there wcas fo little profpect C H A P. 

of agreement. The Englilh were frill too haughty to~ 
fioop from the vafr hopes which they had formerly enter- •Ho. 

tained, and to accept of terms more fuitable to the prefent 

condition of the two kingdoms. 
THE duke of York foon after refigncd his governmeii.t 

to the earl of Warwic, a nobleman of reputation, whom 

death prevented from long enjoying this dignity. The 
duke, upon the demife of that nobleman, returned to his 

charge, and during his a.dminifiration a truce was con­
cluded between the king of England and the dulCe of 

Burgundy, which had become necdfary for the com­
mercial interefis of their fubjeCts x. The war with 

France continued in the fame languid and feeble fiate 

as before. 
THE captivity of five princes of the blood, taken 

prifoners in the battle of Azincour, was a confider­
able advantage which England long enjoyed over its 

enemy; but this fuperiority was now entirely loft. 
Some of thefe princes had died; fome had been ran­
fomed; and the duke of Orleans, the mofi powerful 

among them, was the !aft that remained in the hands 

of the Englilh. He offered the fum of 54,0~0 nobles Y 

for his liberty; and when this propofal was laid before 
the council of England, as every quefiion was there an 

objeCt of faction, the party of the duke of Glocefier, 

and that of the cardinal of \Vinchefier, were divided in 

their fentiments with regard to it. The duke reminded 
the council of the dying advice of the late king, that 
none of thefe prifoners lhould on any account be releafed, 

x Grafton, p. 573• Y Rymer, vol. x. p. 764. 776. 7S:z.. 795, 796. 
This fum was equal to 36,ooo pounds fterling of our prefent money, A 

fubfidy of a tenth and fifteenth was fixed by Eciward Ill. at zg,oco pounds, 

which, in the reign of Henry VI. made only sS,ooo pounds of our prefent 

money. The parliament granted only ~ne fubfidy during the courfe of {even 

years, from l<}37 to 1444• 
M4 till 
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c H A P. till his fon lhould be of fufficient age to hold, himfelf, ~t~e reins of government. The cardinal infifred on the 

t44°• greatnefs of the fum offered, which in reality was near 
equal to two thirds of all the extraordinary fupplies, that 
the parliament, during the courfe of {even years, granted 
for the fupport of the war. And he added, that the re­
leafe of this prince was more likely to be advantageous 
than prejudical to the Englifh interefrs; by filling the 
court of France with faB:ion, and giving a head to thofe 
numerous malcontents, whom Charles was at prefent able 
with great difficulty to refirain. The cardinal's party, 
as ufual, prevailed: The duke of Orleans was releafed, 
after a melancholy captivity of twenty-five years z: And 
the duke of Burgundy, as a pledge of his :entire recon­
ciliation with the family of Orleans, facilitated to that 
prince the payment of his ranfom. It mufr be confdfed, 
that the princes and nobility, in thofe ages, went to war 
on very difadvantageous terms. If they were taken pri­
foners, they either remained in captivity during life, or 
purchafed their liberty at the price which the viCl:ors 
were pleafed to impofe, and which often reduced their 
families to \vant and beggary, 

1443• THE fentiments of the cardinal, fome time after, pre-
vailed in another point of fiill greater moment. That 
prelate had always encouraged every propofal of accom­
modation with France; and had reprefented the utter 
impoffibility, in the prefent circumll:ances, of pu1hing 
farther the conquefis in that kingdom, and the great diffi .. 
culty of even maintaining thofe which were already 
made. He infifred on the extreme rei uB:ance of the paF­
liament to grant fupplies; the diforders in which the 
Englilh affairs in Normandy were involved; the daily 
progrefs made by the French king; and the advantage 
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of Hopping his hand by a temporary accommodation, c H A P. 

which might leave room for time and accidents to operate~ 
in favour of the Engliih. The duke of Glocefier, high- I443· 

fpirited and haughty, and educated in the lofty preten-
fions, which the fidl: fucceffes of his two brothers had 
rendered familiar to him, could not yet be induced to re-
linquifh all hopes of prevailing over France; much lefs 
could he fee, with patience, his own opinion thwarted and 
rejected by the inRuence of his rival in the Englifh coun-
cil. But notwithfianding his oppofition, the earl of 
Suffolk, a nobleman who adhered to the cardinal's 
party, was difpatched to Tours, in order to negociate 
with the French minifiers. It was found impoffible to 28th May. 

adjufr the terms of a lafiing peace; but a truce for ;;a~cee.witlt 
twenty-two months was concluded, which left every 
thing on the prefent footing between the parties. The 
numerous diforders, under which the French government 
laboured, and which time alone could remedy, induced 
Charles to affent to this truce; and the fame motives en-
gaged him afterwards to prolong it a. But Suffolk, not 
content with executing this object of his commiffion, 
proceeded alfo to finifh another bufinefs, which feems ra-
ther to have been implied than expreffed in the powers 
that had been granted him b. 

IN proportion as Henry advanced in years, his charac­
ter became fully known in the court, and was no longer 
ambiguous to either faCl:ion. Of the moft harmlefs, in­
offenfive, fimple manners; but of the moft flender capa­
city; he was fitted, both by the foftnefs of his temper, 
and the weaknefs of his underftanding, to be perpetually 
governed by thofe who furrounded him ; and it was eafy 
to forefee, that his reign would prove a perpetual mino­
rity. As he had now reached the twenty-third year of 
his age, it was natural to think of choofing him a queen ; 

a Rymer, vol, xi. P• 101, Io8, ~o6, ~~4• b Ibid. p. 53• 

and 
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_ C H A P. and each party was ambitious of having him receive one 
~from their hand; as it was probable, that this circum .. 

'f4l• ftance would decide for ever the viCl:ory between them. 
The duke of Glocefter propofed a daughter of the count 
of Armagnac; but had not credit to effea his purpofe. 
The cardinal and his friends had caft their eye on Margaret 
ef Anjou, daughter of Regnier, titular king of Sicily, 
Naples, and J erufalem, defcenued from the count of 
Anjou, brother of Charles V. who had left thefe magni­
ficent titles, but without any rea] power or poffeffions, to 
his pofterity. This princefs herfelf was the mofl: accom­
plilhed of her age both in body and mind ; and feemed 
to pofiefs thofe qualities, which would equa1ly qualify 
}\er to acquire the afcendant over Henry, and to fupply 
all his defects and weakneffes. Of a mafculine, coura­
geous fpirit, of an enterprizing temper, endowed with 
folidity 'as well as vivacity of underfl:anding, Ihe had not 
been able to conceal thefe great talents even in the pri­
vacy of her father's family; and it was reafonable to 
expect, that, when fhe fhould mount the throne, they 
would break out with frill fuperior lufire. The earl of 
Suffolk, therefore, in concert with his affociates of the 
Englilh council, made propofals of marriage to Margaret, 
which were accepted. But this nobleman, befides pre­
occupying the princefs's favour by being the chief means 
of her advancement, endeavoured to ingratiate himfelf 
with her and her family, by very extraordinary concef-

M . f fions : Though Margaret brought no dowry with her, arr1age o · 

th.e king he ventured of himfelf, without any direCl: authority 
;::;t ~:~r- from the council, but probably with the approbation of 
Anjou. the cardinal and the ruling members, to e!lgage by a 

fecret article, that the province of Maine, which was l!t 

that time in the hands of the Englifh, fhould be ceded 
to Charles of Anjou her uncle c, who ~vas prime mini-

c Grafton, p. 590• 

iter 
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tier and favourite of the French king, and who had al- c H A P. 

ready received from his mafrer the grant of that province ~ 
as his appanage. '4H• 

THE treaty of marriage was ratified in England: Suf"!' 

folk obtained firfl: the title of marquis, t~en that of duke; 

and even received the thanks of parliament, for his 

fervices in concluding it d. The princefs fell immedi­

ately into clofe conneCl:ions with the cardinal and his 

party, the dukes of Somerfet, Suffolk, and Bucking­

ham e ; who, fortified by her powerful patronage, re­

folved on the final ruin of the duke of Glocefier~ 

THIS generous prince, worfl:ed in all court intrigues, tHT• 

for which his temper was not fuited, but poffeffing, in a 

high degree, the favour of the public, had already re-
~eived from his rivals a cruel mortification, which he had 
pitherto born without violating public peace, but which it 

was impoffible that a perfon of his fpirit and humanity could 

ever forgive. His dutchefs, the daughter of Reginald, lord 
Cobham, had been accufed of the crime of witchcraft, and 

it was pretended, that there was found in her poffcffion a 

waxen figure of the king, which !he and her aifociates, Sir 
Roger Bolingbroke a priefi, and one Margery Jordan of 
Eye, melted in a magical manner before a flow fire, 
with an intention of making Henry's force and vigour 
wafie away by like infenfible degrees. The accu!ation 
was well calculated to affetl: the weak and credulous 
mind of the king, and to gain belief in an ignorant age; 
and the d1;1tchefs was brought to trial with her confede-
rates. The nature of this crime, fo oppofite to all com-
mon fenfe, feems always to exempt the accufers from 

obferving the rules of common fenfe in their evidence: 

'rhe prifoners were pronounced guilty; the dutchefs was 
condemned to do public penance, and to fuffer perpetual . . 

d Cotton, p. 6 ~o, 

I 

c Hollinslhed~ p. 6:~6. 

imprifon-
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C H A P. imprifonment, the others were executed '· But as thefe 
~violent proceedings were afcribed folely to the ma-

~447• 1ice of the duke's enemies, the people, contrary to their 
ufual praCtice in fuch marvellous trials, acquitted the un­
happy fufFerers; and encreafed their efl.-eem and affection 
towards a prince, who was thus expofed, without pro­
tection, to thofe mortal injuries. 

THESE fentiments of the public made the cardinal of 
Winche:fi:er and his party fenfible, that it was neceffary 
to defrroy a man, whofe popularity might become dan­
gerous, and whofe refentment they had fo much caufe to 
apprehend. In order to effeCl: their purpofe, a parlia­
ment was fummoned to meet, not at London, which 
was fuppofed to be too well affeCl:ed to the duke, but at 
St. Edmondibury, where they expected that he would lie 
entirely at mercy. As foon as he appeared, he was accufed 

z~th Feb. of treafon, and thrown into prifon. He was foon after 
Murder of found dead in his bed g; and though it was pretended 
the duke of 
Glocefier. that his death was natural, and though his body, which 

was expofed to public view, bore no marks of outward 
violence, no one doubted but he had fallen a victim to 
the vengeance of his enemies. An artifice, formerly 
praCl:ifed in the cafe of Edward II. Richard II. and Tho­
mas of Wood:fi:ock, duke of Glocefier, could deceive no 
body. The reafon of this affa.ffination of the duke feems 
not, that the ruling party apprehended his acquittal in 
parliament on account of his innocence, which, in fuch 
times, was feldom much regarded; but that they ima­
gined his public trial and execution would have been 
more invidious than his private murder, which they pre­
tended to deny. Some gentlemen of his retinue were 
afterwards tried as accomplices in his treafons, and were 
condemned to be hanged, drawn and quartered. '!'hey 

f Stowe, p. 381. Hollin~fhed1 P• 6z.z. Grafton1 p. 587, 
g Grafton1 p. 597• 

were 
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were hanged and cut down ; but j ufl: as the executioner c H A P. 

was 'proceeding to quarter them, their pardon was pro-~ 
duced, and they were recovered to life h. The moft bar- I+!-7• 

barous kind of mercy that can pofiibly be imagined ! 
THIS prince is faid to have received a better education 

than was ufual in his age, to have founded one of the :firft 
public libraries in England, and to have been a great 
patron of learned men. Among other advantages, which 
he reaped from th'is turn of mind, it tended much to cure 
him of credulity; of which the following inftance is given 
by Sir Thomas More. There was a man, who pretended, 
that, though he was born blind, he had recovered his 
fight by touching the lhrine of St. Albans. The duke, 
happening foon after to pafs that way, queftioned the 
man, and feeming to doubt of his fight, afked him the 
colours of feveral cloaks, worn by perfons of his retinue. 
The man told them very readily. You are a knave, cried 
the prince; had you been born blind, you could not fo foon 
have learned to dijlinguijh colours: And immediately or­
dered him to be fet in the flocks as an impoftor i. 

THE cardinal of Winchefter died fix weeks after his 
nephew, whofe murder was univerfally afcribed to him as 
well as to the duke of Suffolk, and which, it is faid, gave 
him more remorfe in his lafr moments, than could natu­
rally be expetl:ed from a man hardened, during the courfe 
of a long life, in falfchood and in politics. What !hare 
the queen had in this guilt is uncertain; her ufual aCl:i­
vity and fpirit made the public conclude with fome reafon, 
that the duke's enemies durfr not have ventured on fuch 
a deed without her privity. But there happened foon 
after an event, of which fhe and her favourite, the duke 
of Suffolk, bore inconteftibly the whole odium. 

THAT article of the marriage treaty, by which the 
province of Maine was to be ceded to Charles of Anjou, 

h Fabian Chron, anno 14}7• i Grafton, p. 597• 

the 
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c H .A. P. the queen's uncle, had probably been hitherto kept fecret; 
XX. 

'--v--' and during the lifetime of the duke of Glocefier, it might 
1447· have been dangerous to venture on the execution of it. 

But as the court of France ftrenuoufiy infifted on per­
formance, orders were now difpatched, under Henry'i 
hand, to Sir Francis Surienne, governor of lVlans, com­
manding him to furrender that place to Charles of Anjou. 
Surienne, either q ueftioning the authenticity of the order,. 
or regarding his government as his foie fortune, refufed 

compliance; and it became necefTary for a French army, 
under the count of Dunois, to lay fiege to the city. The 
governor made as good a defence as .his fituation could 

permit; but receiving no relief from Edmund duke of 
Somerfet, who was at that time governor of Normandy1 

he was at laft obliged to capitulate, and to furrender 
not only Mans~ but all the other fortreffes of that pro­
vince, which was thus entirely alienated from the crown 

of England. 

t44!. THE bad effeCl:s of this meafure ftopped not here. Su-
rienne, at the head of all his garrifons, amounting to 
2500 men, retired into Normandy, in expectation of be­
ing taken into p!y, and of being quartered in fome towns 
of that province, But Somerfet, who had no means of 
fubfifiing fuch a multitude, and who was probably in­
cenfed at Surienne's difobedience, refufed to admit him; 
and this adventurer, not daring to commit depredations 
on the territories either of the king of France or of Eng­
land, marched into Britanny, feized the town of Fou­
geres, repaired the fortifications of Pontorfon and St. 
J ames de Beuvron, and fubfifted his troops by the ravages 
which he exercifed on that whole province k. 'fhe duke of 
Britanny complained of this violence to the king of 
France, his liege lord: Charles remonftrated with th~ 

t Monfuelet, vol; iii, 1'• 60 
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duke of Somerfct: That nobleman replied, that the in- C H A P. 

jury was done without his privity, and that he had oo ~ 
authority over Surienne and his companions 1• Though 144i. 

this anfwer ought to have appeared fatisfaCl:ory to Charles, 
who had often felt feverely the licentious, independant 
fpirit of fuch mercenary foldiers, he never would admit 
of the apology. He :ll:ill infifl:ed, that thcfe plunderers 
fhould be recalled, and that reparation fhould be made to 
the duke of Britanny for all the damages which he had 
fufiained: And in order to render an accommodation ab-
folutely impracticable, he made the efiimation of damages 
amount to no lefs a fum than 1,6oo,ooo crowns. He 
was fenfible of the fuperiority, which the prefent frate of 
his affairs gave him over England ; and he determined to 
take advantage of it. 

No fooner was the truce concluded between the two State o, 

kingdoms, than Charles employed himfelf, with great France~ 
indufiry and judgment, in repairing thofe numberlefs ills, 
to which France, from the continuance of wars both 
foreign and domefiic, had fo long been expofed. He re-
ftored the courfe of public jufiice; he introduced order 
into the fin~nces; he efiabliilied difcipline in his troops; 
he repreffed faction in his court; he revived the languid 
fiate of agriculture and the arts ; and in the courfe of a 
few 1ears, he rendered his kingdom flourilhing within it-
felf, and formidable to its neighbours. l\1eanwhile, af-
fairs in England had taken a very different turn. The 
court was divided into parties, which were enraged againft 
each other: The people were difcontented with the go­
vernment: Conquefis in France, which were an object 
more of glory than of intereft, were overlooked amidfr do­
mefric incidents, which engroffed the attention of all men : 
The governor of Normandy, ill fupplied with money, was 
obliged to difmifs the greater part ofhis troops, and t9 allqw 

the 
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C H A ?. the fortifications of the towns and cafiles to become ruin• 
~<?US : And the nobility ~nd people of that province had, 

JH9· during the late open communication with France, enjoyed 
frequent opportunities of renewing connexions with their 
ancient mafier, and of concerting the means for expelling 

the Engliih. The occafion therefore feemed favourable 

to Charles for breaking the truce. Normandy was at 
Renewal ri once invaded by four powerful armies; one commanded 
th_etlwFar by the king himfclf; a fecond by the duke of Britanny; 
w1 1 ranc, 

a third. by the duke of Alen~on; and a fourth by the 
count of Dunois. The places opened their gates almoft 

as foon as the French appeared before them: VerneiiiJ, 

Nogent, Chateau Gaillard, Ponteau de mer, Gifors, 
Mante, Vernon, Argentan, Lifieux, Fecamp, Coutances, 
Belefme, Pont de 1' Arche, fell in an infiant into the hands 

of the enemy. The duke of Somerfet, fo far from having 
an army, which could take the field, and relieve thefe 
places, was not able to fupply them with the nece.ffary 

garrifons and provifions. He retired with the few troops, 

of which he was mafier, into Roi.ien; and thought it 
fufficient, if, till the arrival of fuccours from England, 
he could fave that capital from th~ gene~al fate of the 
province. The king of France, at the head of a formi­
dable army, fifty thoufand firong, prefented himfelf be­
fore the gates : 'I'he dangerous example of revolt had 

infeCl:ed the inhabitants ; and they called aloud for a ca­
pitulation. Somerfet, unable to refifi at once both the 
enemies within and from without, retired with his garri­
fon into the palace and cafile; which, being places not 
tenable, he was obliged to furrender: He purchafed a re-

4th Nov. treat t~ Harfleur by the payment of 56,ooo crowns, by 
engaging to furrender Arques, Tancarville, Caudebec, 

Honfleur, and other places in the higher Normandy, and 
by delivering hofiagcs for the performance of ar­
ticles m. The governor of Honfleur refufed ta qbey his 

m Monfirelet, vol. iii, p. u. Grafcon, p. 643• 

orders; 
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order!i; upon which the earl of Shrewfbury, \-vho wasC 'f A P. 

one of the hofiages, was detained prifoner; and the Eng-~ 
lilh were thus deprived of the only general capable of Jt!5°• 

recovering them from their prefent diftreffed fituation . 
HarReur made a better defence under Sir Thomots Cur-
fon the governor; but was finally obliged to open its 
gates to Dunois. Succours at laft appeared from Eng-
land under Sir Thomas Kyriel, and landed at Cherbourg : 
But thefe came very late, amounted only to 4000 men, 
and were foon after put to rout at Fourmigni by the count . 
of Clermont n. This battle, or rather fkirmifh~ was the 
only aCl:ion fought by the Englilh for the defence of their 
dominions in France, which they had purchafed at fuch 
an expence of blood and treafure. Somerfet, £hut up iQ 
Caen without any profpea of relief, found it neceffary to 
capitulate: Falaife opened its gates., on condition that the 
earl of Shrewfbury lhould be refl:ored to liberty: And 
Cherbourg, the laft place of Normandy which remained 
in the hands of the Englith, being delivered up, the con­
quefi of that important province was finilhed in a twelve­
month by Charles, to the great joy of the inhabitants and 
of his whole kingdom 0

• 

A LIKE rapid fuccefs attended the French arms in 
Guienne; though the inhabitants of that province were, 
from long cuftom, better inclined to the Englifh govern­
ment. Dunois was difpatched thither, and met with no 
refifl:ance in the field, and very little from the towns. 
Great improvements had been made, during this age, in Th1Englh'ls 

. • expdled 
the ftruCl:ure and management of artrllery, and none m Fran:e. 

fortification ; and the art of defence was by that means 
more unequal, than either before or fince, to the art of 

. attack. After all the fmall places about Bourdeaux were 
reduced, that city agreed to fubmit, if not relieved by a 
certain time; and as no one in England thought ferioufly 

n Hollinglhed, p. 631, 

VoL. Ill. N 4lf 
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c H A P. of thefe difl:ant concerns, no relief appeared ; the place 
~ furrendered; and Bayonne being taken foon after, this 

145°• whole province, which had remained united to England, 
1ince the acceffion of Henry II. was, after a period of 
three centuries, finally fwallowed up in the French mo­
narchy. 

THoUGH no peace or truce was concluded between 
France and England, the war was in a manner at an end. 
The En.glilh, torn in pieces by the civil d iffenfions which 
enfued, made but one feeble effort more for the recovery 
of Guienne: And Charles, occupied at home in regu­
lating the government, and fencing againfl: the intrigues 
of his factious fon, Lewis the Dauphin, fcarcely ever at­
tempted to invade them in their ifland, or to retaliate 
upon them, by availing himfelf of their inteftine confu ... 
fions. 
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C:lctim of the duke of Tark to the crown-The earl 

of Warwic--Impeachmtnt of the duke of Suffolk 

- His banijhment- and death-Populat' 

infurrefJion--t£he parties of York and LanctJj/er 

-Firjl armament of the duke of Tork--Firft 

battle of St. Albans --Battle of Blare-heath­

of Northampton - A parliament-- Battle of 

Wakefield--Death of the duke of Tork--Battle 

of Mortimer'! Crojs--Second Battle of St. Albans 

--Edward IV. a.f!umes the crown--Mifcella­
neous tranfatlions of this reign. 

AwE A K prince, feated on the throne of England; c H A P. 

. had never failed, how gentle foever and 'innocent,~ 
to be infefted with faCl:ion, difcontent, rebellion, and civil 1 4 .~ o. 
tommotions; and as the incapacity of Henry appeared 
every day in a fuller light, thefe dangerous confequences 
began, from pafr experience, to be univerfally and j ufily 
apprehended. Men alfo of unquiet fpirits, no longer 
employed in foreign wars, whence they were now ex-
tluded by the lituation of the neighbouring :!l:ates, were 
the more likely to excite intefrine diforders, and by their 
emulation, rival !hip, and animolities, to tear the bowels 
of their native country. But though thefe caufes alone 
were fufficient to breed confulion, there concurred ano-
ther circumfiance of the mofi: dangerous nature : A pre• 
tender to the crown appeared : The title itfelf of the weak 
prince, \Vho enjoyed the name of fovercignty, was diC-

N ~ pu~d: 
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c H A P. puted : And the Englifh were now to pay the fevere; 
~though late penalty, of their turbulence under Richard 

1450. II. and of their levity in violating, without any necef­
fity or j ufi reafon, the lineal fucceffion of their mo­
narchs. 

~laim of ALL the males of the houfe of Mortimer were extinct; 
the duke of ll ] ll M . 
York to the but Anne, the finer of the an earl of arche, havmg 
crown. cfpoufed the earl of Cambridge, beheaded in the reign oi 

Henry V. had tranfmitted her latent, but not yet forgot­
ten claim to her fon, Richard, duke of York. This 
prince, thus defcended by his mother from Philippa, only 
daughter of the duke of Clarence, fecond fon of Edward 
III. flood plainly in the order of fucceffion before the 
king, who derived his defcent from the duke of Lancail:er, 
third fon of that monarch; and that claim could not, in 
many refpetl:s, have fallen into more dangerous hands 
than thofe of the duke of York. Richard was a man of 
valour and abilities, of a prudent condua and mild dif­
pofitions : He had enjoyed :m opportunity of difplaying 
thefe virtues in his government of France: And though 
recalled from that command by the intrigues and fuperior 
interefi of the duke of Somerfet, he had been fent to fup­
prefs a rebellion in Ireland ; had fucceeded much better 
in that enterprize than his rival in the defence of Nor­
mandy; and had even been able to attach to his perfon and 
family the whole Irilh nation, whom he was fent to fub­
due P. In the right of his father, he bore the rank of firfi: 
prince of the blood; and by this il:ation, he gave a luil:re 
to his title derived from the family of Mortimer, which, 
though of great nobility, was equalled by other families in 
the kingdom, and had been eclipfed by the royal defcent 

of the houfe of Lancafler. He poffeffed an immenfe for­
tune from the union of fo many fucceffions, thofe of 

Cambridge and York on the one hand, with thofe ofMor• 

P Stowe, P• 3S7, 

timer 
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timer on the other: vVhich lafl: inheritance had before C H A P. 

been augment~d by an union of the e!lates of CJarence ~ 
and Ulfter, with the patrimonial poffeffions of the family 145o. 

ofMarche. The alliances too of Richard, by his marrying 
the daughter of Ralph Nevil, earl of Wefl:moreland, had 

widely extended his intereft among the nobility, and had 
procured him many connexions in that formidable order. 

THE family of Nevil was perhaps at this time the moft 

potent, both from their opulent poffeffions and from the 

charaCl:ers of the men, that has ever appeared in England. 
For be!ides the earl of Weftmoreland, and the lords La­
timer, Fauconberg, and Abergavenny; the earls of Salif­
bury and \Varwic were of that family, and were of them­
felves, on many accounts, the greateft noblemen in the 
kingdom. The earl of. Salifbury, brother- in-law to the 

duke of York, was the eldeft fon by a fecond mar.tiage of 
the earl of W efhnoreland; and inherited by his wife, 

daughter and heir of Montacute, earl of Sali!bury, killed 
before Orleans, the poffdlions and title of that great fa­
~ily. His eldefr fon, Richard, had qtarried Anne, the 
daughter and heir of Beauchamp, earl.of Warwic, ~ho 

died governor of France; and by this alliance he enjoyed 
the poffeffions, and had acquired the title, of that other 
family, one of the moft opulent, mofl: ancient, and moft 
illuftrious in England. The perfonal qualrties alfo ofTheurl of 

thefe two earls, efpecially of Warwic, enhanced the Warwic\ 

fplendour of their nobility, and encreafed their influence 

over the people. This latter nobleman, commonly known, 
from the fubfequent events, by the appellation of the 

King-maker, had difl:inguifhed himfelf, by his gallantry 
in the field, by the hofpitality of his table, by the mag­
nificence, and · frill more by the generofity of his ex pence, 
and by the fpirited and bold manner which attended him 
in all his actions. The undefigning franknefs and open-

n.~fs of his charatl:er rend-e~ed his conq uell: over men's. 

N 3 affe~iOz:15. 
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C f1 A P. affections the more certain and infallible: His prefent$ 

~were regarded as fure tefl:imonies of efi:eem a~d friendfhip; 
~'{5°• and his profeffions as the overRowings of his genuine fen­

timents. No lefs than 30}000 perfons are faid to have 
daily lived at his board in the different manors and cafl:les 
which he poiTdfed in England : The military men, al­
lured by his munificence and hofpitality, as well as by his 

bravery, were zealoufly attached to his interefl:s: The 
people in general bore him an unlimited affection: His 

numerous retainers were more devoted to his yvill, than to 
the prince or to the laws: And he was the greatefi:, as 
well as the lafl:, of thofe miglity barons, who formerly 
overawed the crown, and rendered the people incapable of 

any regular fyfl:em of civil government. 

BuT the duke of York, hefides the family of Nevil, 
had many other partizans among the great nobility. 
Courtney, earl of Devonfhire, defcended from a very 

noble family of that name in France, was att<:1ched to hi~ 
interefl:s: Moubray, duke of Norfolk, had, from his here­
ditary hatred to the family of LancJfi:er, embraced the 

fame party : And the di(contents, which univerfally 

prevailed among the people, rendered every combinati~n 
pf the great the more dangerous to the efl:ab iihed gq­
vernment. 

THoUGH the people were never will!ng to grant the 
{upplies necefEuy for keeping pofieffion of the conquere4 

provinces in France, they repined extremely at the lofs of 
rhefe boafl:ed acquifitions; and fancied, becaufea fudden ir"7 

fuption could make conqueRs, that, without fieady coun­

~els and a un~form expence, it was poffible to maintain 
them. The voluntary ceffion of fviaine to the queen's 
uncle, had made them fu(pect treachery jn the lofs ofNor­

plandy and Ouienn~. 'rhey fri!l c?nfid red !vlargaret as 
.l_ French woman and a latent enemy of the kingdom. 

1~-nJ ~vhen the{' faw her lather and all her relations z8.:ive 

m 
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m promoting the fuccefs of the French, they could no.tC H A P. 

be perfuaded, that fhe, who was all powerful in the Eng-~ 
lilh council, would very zealoufly oppofe them in their 145°• 

~nterprizes. 

BuT the mofi fatal blow, given to the popularity of 

the crown and to the interefl:s of the houfe of Lancafier, 

was by the aff'affination of the virtuous duke of Gloce!ter, 

whofe chara.B:er, had he been alive, would have intimi­

.dated the partizans of York, but whofe memory, being 

extremely cheri£hed by the people, ferved to throw an 

odium on all his murderers. By this crime, the reigning 

family fuffered a double prejudice: le was deprived of its 
firmeft fupport; and it was loaded with all the infamy of 
that imprudent and barbarous affaffination. 

As the duke of Suffolk was known to have had an 

active hand in the crime, he partook deeply of the hatred 
.attending it; and the clamours, which neccfrarily rofe 

-againfi him, as prime minifl:er and declared favourite of 

the queen, were thereby augmented to a ten-fold pitch, 

and became ab~)lutely uncontrolable. The great nobilit}' 

<:ould ill brook to fee a fubjcct exalted above them ; much 

more one who was only great grandfon to a mc1 chant, 

and who was of a birth fo much inft.rior to theirs. The 

people complained of his arbitrary meafures; which were, 

in fome degree, a ne{:eff'ary con~~quence of the irregular 

power then poff'dfed by the prince, but which the leafr 

difaffeB:ion eafily magnified into tyranny. The great ac­

quifitions, which he daily made~ were the object of envy; 

and as they were gained at the expcnce of the crown, 

which was itfelf reduced to poverty, they appeared on 

that account, to all indifferent perfons, the more excep­

tionable and im idious. 

'I'HE revenues of the crown, which had long been dif­

proportioned to its power and dignity, had been extremely 

dilapidated during the minority of Henry q; both by the 

q Cotton, p. 6o~. 
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c H A P. rapacity of the courtiers, which the king's uncles could 
~not controul, and by the neceffary expences of the Fre~ch 

J4SO· war, which had always been very ill fupplied by the grants 
of parliament. The royal demefnes were diffipated; and 
at the fame time the king was loaded with a debt of 
372,000 pounds, a fum fo great, that the parliament 
could never think of difcharging it. This unhappy fitu­
ation forced the minifi:crs upon many arbitrary meafures : 
1'he houfehold itfelf coul.d not be fupported withou,t 
firetching to the utmo.fi the right of purveyance, and 
rendering it a kind of univerfal robbery upon the people: 
The public clamour rofe high upon this occafion, and no 
one had the equity to make allowance for the neceffity of 
the king's fituation. Suffolk, once become odious, bore 
the blame of the whole; and every grievance, in e4/ery 
part of the adminifi:ration, was univerfaliy imputed to his 
tyra~ny and inj uitice. 

Impeach- THIS nobleman, fenfible of the public hatred under 
rnent offSthfe which he laboured, and forefeeing an attack from the dukeo u-
folk. commons, endeavoured to overawe his enemies, by boldly 

prefenting himfelf to the charge, and by infiiting upon 
his own innocence, and even upon his merits and thofe 
of his family in the public fervice. He rofe in the houfe 
of peers ; took notice of the clamours propagated again.fi 
him; and complained, that, after ferving the crown•in 
thirty-four campaigns; after living abroad feventeen years 
without once returning to his native country; after lofin.g 
a father and three brothers in the wars with France; after 
being himfelf a prifoner, and purchafing his liberty by a 
g~at ranfom; it fhould yet be fufpetl:ed, that he had 
been debauched from his allegiance by that enemy whom 
he had ever oppofed with fuch zeal and fortitude, and 
that he had betrayed his prince, who had rewarded his fer­
vi ces by the higheR honours and greateft offices, that it 
w.:s in his power to confer r. This fpeech did no.t an-

r Cotton, p. 641. 
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fwer the purpofe intendea. The commons, rather pro- c H A P. 

voked at his challenge, opened their charge againft him,~ 
and fent up to the peers an accufation of high treafon, 14so. 

divided into feveral articles. They infifted, that he had 
perfuaded the FrencH king to invade England with an 
armed force, in order to depofe the king, and to place on 

• the throne his own fon, John de la Pole, whom he in­
tended to marry to Margaret, the only daughter of the 
late John, dl!ke of Somerfct, and to whom, he imagined, 
he would by that means acquire a title to the crown : 
That he had contributed to the releafe of the duke of Or­
leans, in hopes, that that prince would affift king Charles 
in exRelling the Englilh from France, and recovering 
full poff'effion of his kingdom : That he had afterwards · 
encouraged that monarch to make open war on Normandy 
and Guienne, and had promoted his conquefis by betray:­
ing the fecrcts of England, and obfirutling the fuccours 
intended to be fent to thofe provinces : And that he 
had, without any powers or commiffion, promifed by 
treaty to cede the province of Maine to Charles of Anjou, 
and had accordingly ceded it; which proved in the iifue 
the chief caufe of the lofs of Normandy'· 

IT is evident, from a review of thefe articles, that the 
commons adopted without enquiry all the popular cla­
mours againft the duke of Suffolk, and charged him with 
crimes, of which none but the vulgar could ferioufly be­
lieve him guilty. Nothing can be more incredible, than 
that a nobleman, fo little eminent by his birth and cha­
raCl:er, could think of acquiring the crown to his family, 
and of depofing Henry by foreign force, and, together 
with him, Margaret, his patron, a princefs of fo much 
{J)irit ·and penetration. Suffolk appealed to tpany noble­
men i~ the houfe, who knew, that he had intended to 

z Cotton, P• 642. Hall, fQl, 157• Holinalhed. p. 63r. Grafton, 
·r· 6o7. 
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c ~~.P. marry his fon to .one of the co-heirs of the earl of War­
'---v--' wic, and was difappointed in his views, only by the 

~45°• death of that lady : And he obferved, ·that Margaret of 
Somerfet could bring to her hufband no title to, the 
crown; becaufe fhe herfelf was not fo much as compre­
hended in the entail, fettlcd by aB: of parliament. It is 
eafy to account for the lofs of Normandy and 8uiennc, 
from the fituation of affairs in the two kingdoms, without 
fuppofing any treachery in the Englifh minifiers ; and it 
may fafely be affirmed, that greater vigour w.as requifite 
to defe.nd thefe provinces from the arms of Charles VII. 
than to conquer them at fidl: from his predeceiror. It 
could never be the intereft of any Englilh minifier to be­
tray and abandon fuch acquifitions; much lefs of one, 
who was fo well efiablifhed in his mafter's favour, who 
enj0yed fuch high honours and ample poffeffions in his 
own country, who had nothing to dread but the effeCts 
E>f popular hatred, and who could never think, without 
the mofi extreme reluCl:ance, of becoming a fugitive and 
exile in a foreign land~ The only article, which carries 
any face of probability, is his engagement for the delivery 
of Maine to the qucen's uncle: But Suffolk maintained, 
with great appearance of truth, that thi~ meafure was 
approved of by feveral at the council table t ; and it 
feems hard to afcribe to it, as is done by the commons, 
the fubfequent lcfs of Normandy and expulfion of the 
Engliih. Nonm1ndy lay open on every fide to the in­
vafion of the French: Maine, an inland province, rnufr 
foon after have fallen without any attack: And as the 
Engli!h poireffed in other parts more fortreires than they 
could garrifon or proviJe for, it feemed no bad policy to 
contratt their force, and to render the defence praCl:icable, 
by reducing it within a narrower compafs. 

t Cotton, p, 6+3~ 
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THE commons were probably fenfible, that this charge C H A P. 

of treafon againfi: Suffolk would not bear a firitl: fcrutiny; ~ 
and they, therefore, foon after, fent up, againfr him, a 1450• 

new charge of mifdemeanors, which they alfo divided into 
feveral articles. They affirmed, among other imputations, 
that he had procured exorbitant grants trom the crown, 
had embezzled the public money, had conferred offices 
on improper perfons, had perverted jufl:ice by maintaining 
iniquitous caufes, and had procured pardons for notorious 
offenders u. The articles are mofHy general.; but are not 
improbable: And as Suffolk feems to have been a bad 
man and a bad minifl:er, it will not be rafh in us to think, 
that he was guilty, and that many of thefe articles could 
have been proved againfi: him. The court was alarmed 
at the profecution of a favourite minifter, who lay under 
fuch a load of popular prejudices; and an expedient was 
fallen upon to fave him from prefent ruin. The king fum-
pwned all the lords, fpiritual and temporal, to his apart-
ment: The prifoner was produced before them, and 
a!Ked what he could fay in his own defence: He denied 
the charge; but fubmitted to the king's mercy: Henry 
expreffed himfelf not fatisfied with regard to the firft im­
peachment for treafon ; but in confideration of the fecond 
for mifdemeanors, he declared, tha~, by virtue of Suf-
folk's own fubmiffion, not by any judicial authority, he 
banifhed him the kingdom during five years. The lords His banilh­

remained fi!ent; but as fGon as they returned to their own ment, 

houfe, they entered a proteft, that this fentence fhould 
nowife infringe their privileges, and that, if Suffolk had 
infifi:ed upon his right, and had not voluntarily fubmitted 

to the king's commands? he was intitled to a trial by his 
peers in parliament. 

r IT was eafy to fee, that thefe irregular proceedings 
:Vlere meant to favour Suffolk, · and that, as he frill pof-

u Cottop, p. 643• 
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c H A P. feffed the queen,s confidence, he would, on the firfl: fa­
~~ vourable opportunity, be refl:ored to his country, and be 

1450. re-infl:ated in bis former power and credit. A captain of 
a veffel was therefore employed by his enemies to inter­
cept him in his pafTage to France: He was feizea near 

and de~h. Dover; his head ftruck off on the fide of a long boat; 
and his body thrown into the fea w. No enquiry was 
made after the aCtors and accomplices in this atrocious 
deed of violence. 

THE duke of Somerfet fucceeded to Suffolk's power in 
the minifrry, and credit with the queen; and as he was 
the perfon, under whofe government the French pro­
vinces had been loft, the public, who always judge by 
the event, foon made him equally the object of their 
animofity and hatred. The duke of York was abfent in 
Ireland during all thefe tranfaCl:ions; and however it 
might be fufpeB:ed, that his partizans had excited and 
fupported the profecution againfr Suffolk, no immediate 
ground of complaint could, on that account, lie againft 
him. But there happened foon after an incident, which 
roufed the jealoufy of the court, and difcovered to them 
the extreme danger, to which they were exp0fed, from 
the pretenfions of that popular prince. 

THE humours of the people, fet afloat by the parlia­
mentary impeachment, and by the fall of fo great a fa­
vourite as Suffolk, broke out in various commotions, 

Popular in- which were foon fupprefTed; but there aroie one in Kent, 
furreetions. h' h d cl • h .1 r. w tc was atten e Wit more uangerous con1equences. 

A man of low condition, one John Cade, a native of 
Ireland, who had been obliged to fly into France for 
crimes, obferved, on his return to England, the difcon­
tents of the people; and he laid on them the foundation 
of projeCts, which were at firfi: crowned with furprifing 

w Hall, fol. 15S. Hift, CroylandJ contin. p. 525. Stowe, P• 3&8. 
Grafton, p. 610~ 
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fuccefs. He took the name of John Mortimer; intending, C H A P. 

as is fuppofed, to pals himfelf for a fon of that Sir John~ 
Mortimer, who had been fentenced to death by par- 1450. 

liament, and executed, in the beginning of this reign, with-
out any trial or evidence, merely upon an indiCtment of 
high treafon, given in againft him x. On the firft men-
tion of that popular name, the common people of Kent~ 
to the number of 2o,ooo, Rocked to Cade's ftandard; 
and he excited their zeal by publilhing complaints again!t 
the numerous abufes in government, and demanding a 
redrefs of grievances. The court, not yet fully fenfible 
of the danger, fent a fmall force againft the rioters, 
under the command of Sir Humphry Stafford, who was 
defeated and !lain in an aCtion near Sevenoke Y ; and 
Cade, advancing with his followers towards London, en-
camped on Black-heath. Though elated by his victory. 
he frill maintained the appearance of moderation; and 
fending to the court a plaufible lift of grievances z, he 
promifed, that, when thefe fhould be redreffed, and when 
lord Say, the treafurer, and Cromer, !heriff of Kent, 
fhould be punifhed for their malverfations, he would im-
mediately lay down his arms. The council, who ob-
ferved that nobody was willing to fight againfi: men fo rea-
fonable in their pretenfions, carried the king, for prefent 
fafety, to Kenilworth; and the city immediately opened 
its gates to Cade, who maintained, during fome time, 
~reat order and difcipline among his followers. He al-

X Stowe, P· 364. Cotton, P• s64· This author admire,, that {uch a 
piece of injuftice 1hould have been committed in peaceable times : He might 
have added, and by fuch virtuous princes as Bedford and Glocefter. But it 
is to be prefumed, that Mortimer was guilty ; though his condemnation was 
highly irregular and illegal. The people had at this time a very feeble fenfe 
of Jaw and a conftitation; and power wa.s very imlierfectly refirained by thefe 
Limits. When the proceedings of a parliament were fo irregular, it is eafy 
to imagine • that thofe of a king would be more fo. 

Y Hall, fol. 159• Hollingfhed, P• 634. oz; Stowe, P• 388, 38g. 
Hollin~thed, P• 633• 

ways 



H I s T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N b. 
c H A P. ways led them into the fields during the night-time; and 
~ publilhed fevere ediCl:s againfr plunder and violence of 

i4so. every kind : But being obliged, in order to gratify their 
malevolence againfl: Say and Cromer, to put thefe men 
to death without a legal trial a ; he found, that, after 
the commiffion of this crime, he was no longer mafi:er 
of theit riotous <difpofition, and that all his orders were 
negleCl:ed b. They broke into a rich houfe, which they 
plundered ; and the citizens, alarmed at this aB: of vio­
lence, fhut their gates againfr them, and being feconded 
by a detachment of foldiers, fent them by lord Scales, 
governor of the Tower, they repulfed the rebels with 
great flaughter c. The Kentifhmen were fo difcouraged 
by the blow, that, upon receiving a general pardon from 
the primate, then chancellor, they retreated towards 
Rochefier, and there difperfed. The pardon was foon 
after annulled, as extorted by violence : A price was fet 
on Cade's head d' who was killed by one Iden, a gentle­
man of Suffex; and many of his followers were capita11y 
punilhed for their rebellion. 

IT was imagined by the court, that the duke of Yor.IC 
had fecretiy infiigated Cade to this attempt, in order to 
try, by that experiment; the difpofitions of the people 
towards his title and family e : And as the event had, fo 
far, fucceeded t6 his wifh, the ruling party had greater 
t·eafon than ever to apprehend the future confequences of 
his pretenfions. At the fame time, they heard that he 
intended to return from Ireland ; and fearing that he 
meant to bring an armed force along with hi.m, they 
iffued orders, in the king's name, for oppofing him, and 
for debarring him entrance into England r. But the duke 
refuted his enemies by coming attended with no .more than 

a Grafton, p. 6n. 
contin. p. 5~6. 
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his ordinary retinue: The precautions of the minifl:ers c H A P. 

ferved only to ihew him their jealoufy and malignity~ 
againft him : He was fenfible, that his title, by being 145o. 

-dangerous to the king, was alfo become dangerous to 
himfelf: He now faw the impoffibility of remaining in 
his prefent fituation, and the neceffity of proceeding for-
ward in fupport of his claim. His partizans, therefore, 
were infrruCI:ed to maintain, in all companies, his right 
by fucceffion, and by the efiablilhed laws and confiitu-
tion of the kingdom: Thefe quefrions became every day, 
more and more, the fubjeCI: of converfation : The minds 
of men were infenfibly lharpened againft each other by 
difputes, before they came to more dangerous extremities ; 
And various topics were pleaded in fupport of the preten-
ftons of each party. 

THE partizans of the houfe of Lancafier maintained, TfhLe partfties 
o anca er that, though the elevation of Henry IV. might at firfr and York. 

be deemed fomewhat irregular, and could not be jufrified 
by any of thofe principles on which that prince chofe 
to refi: his title, it was yet founded on general confent, 
was a national act, and was derived from the voluntary 
approbation of a free people, who, being Joofened from 
their al1egiance by the tyranny of the preceding govern-
ment, were moved, by gratitude, as well as by a fenfe 
of public interefr, to entruft the fc;eptre into the hands 
.of their deliverer: That, even if .that efiablifhment were 
allowed to be at firft invalid, it had acquired folidity by 
time; the only principle which ultimately gives autllo-
rity to governmen~ and removes thofe fcruples, which 
the irregular fiep~, attending almoft all revolutions, na-
tural~y excite in the minds of the people : That the 
·right of fucceffion was a rule admitted only for general 
.good, and for the maintenance of public order; and 
could never be pleaded to the overthrow of national tran-

-quillity, and the ful>verfion of regular efiablrthments : 

8 1Lhat 
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c H A P. That the principles of liberty, no lefs than the maxims pf 
XXI. • ' I . . d b h r. fi ~ mterna peace, were lllj ure y t e1e prete.n tons of the 

J4-SO• houfe of York; and if fo many re-iterated aCts of the 

legiflature, by which the crown was entailed on the 

prefent family, were now invalidated, the Englifh mufr 
be confidered, not as a free people, who could dif­
pofe of their own government, but as a troop of flaves; 

who were implicitly tranfmitted by fucceffion from one 

mafier to another : That the nation was bound to ~llegi­
ance under the houfe of Lancafier by moral, no lefs thait 

by political duty; and were they to infringe thofe nume­
rqus oaths of fealty, which they had fworn to Henry 
and his predeceffors, they would thenceforth be thrown . 

loofe from all principles, and it would be found difficult 

ever after to fix and refirain them : That the duke of 
York himfelf had frequently done homage to the king as 
his lawful fovereign, and had thereby, in the mofi folemn 
manner, made an indireCt renunciation of thofe claims, 

with which he now dares to difl:urb the tranquillity of 
the public : That, even though the violation of the rights 

of blood, made on the depofition of Richard, was per­

haps rafh and imprudent, it was too late to remedy 

the mifchief; the danger of a difputed fucceffion could 
no longer be obviated; the people, accufiomed to a go­

vernment, which, in the hands of the late king, had 
been fo glorious, and in that of his predeceffor, fo pru­
dent and falutary, would fl:ill afcribe a right to it; by 
caufing multiplied diforders, and by fhedding an inun­
dation of blood, the advantage would only be obtained, 
of exchanging one pretender for another ; and the houfe 
of York itfelf, if efl:ablifhed on the throne, would, on 

the fidl: opportunity, be expofed to thofe revolutions, 

, which the giddy fpirit, excited in the people, gave fo 
much reafon to apprehend: And that, though the prefent 

king enjoyed not the fhining talents, which had appeared 
in 
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iri his father and grandfather, he mi~ht frill have a fon, C H A P. 

who fhould be endowed with th;m; he is himfelf, x~r. ; 

eminent for the moil: hartnlefs and inoffenfitre manners ; 1450· 

and if acl:i ve princes were dethroned on pretence of ty-

ranny, and indolent ones on the plea of incapacity, there 

would thenceforth remain in the con!Htution no efiabli:!h-

ed rule of obedience to any fovcreign. 

THESE fl:rong topics, in favour of the houfe of Lari· 
cafrer, were oppofed by arguments i1o lefs convincing 

bn the fide of the houfe of York. The partizans of this 

latter family aHerted, that the maintenance of order iii 
-the fucceffion of princes; far from doing injury to the 

people, or invalidating their fundamental title to good 

government; vvas efl:abliilied only for the rurpofes of 

government, and ferved to prevent thofe numberlefs con­

fufions, which mu!l: enfue, if rio rule were followed but 

the uncertain and difputed views of prefent convenience 

and advantage : That the fame maxims, which enfurcci 

public peace, were alfo fal utary to national liberty; 

the privileges of the people could only be maintained by 

the obfcrvance of laws ; and if no account were made of 

the rights of the fovereign, it could lefs be expetl:ed~ 

that any regard would be paid to the property and free­

dom of the fubjeB:: That it was never too late to cor­

reel: any pernicious precedent; an unj ufr efiablifhment; 

the longer it frood, acquired the greater fantl:ion and va­

lidity; it could, with more appearance of reafott, be 

pleaded as an authority for a like injufl:ice; and the 

maintenance of it, in!l:ead of favouring public tranquil­

lity, tended to disjoint every principle, by which human 

fociety was fupported: That ufurpcrs would be happy, 

if their prefcnt poffeffion of power, or their continuance 

for a f~ years, could convert them into legal princes ; 

but nothing would be more miferable than the people~ 
if all refl:raints on violence and ambition were thus 

OL. III. 0 ren1oved:-
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c H A P•removed, and a full fcope given to the attempts of every' 
xxr. b l . T' . . I d . I b a ~r----~tur u ent Innovator: hat ttm~ m·c ec m1gd enow 
J45°· folidity on a government, whofe fidl foundati:ons were 

the mofi infirm ; but it rcq ui·red' both a long courfe of 
time to produce this eft~ct, and' the totJl extinCtion of 
thofc claimants, whofe title was built on the original 
principles of the confiitution: That the depofition of 
Richard II. and the advancement of Henry IV. were 
not deliberate national atl:s; but the rcfult of the levity 
and violence of the people, and proceeded from thof-c very 
defects in human nature, which the eflablilhrnent of poli­
tical fociety, and of an order in fucceffion, was calculated 
to prevent: That the fubfequent entails of the crown were 

a continuance of the fame violence and ufurpation; they 
were not ratified by the legiflature, frnce the confent of 

the rightful king was frill wanti·ng; and the acq uiefcence, 
nrfi: of the family of Mortimer, then of the family of 
York, proceeded from prefent neceffity, and implied no 
renunciation of their pretenfions : That the reftoration 
of the true order of fucceHion could not be confidered 
as a change, which familiarized the people to revolu­
tions;.. but as the corretlion of a former abufe, which 
had idelf encouraged the giddy fpirit of innovation, re­
bellion, and difobedience : And that, as the original 
title of Lancafi:er flood only, in the perlon of Henry IV. 
on prefent convenience, even this principle, unjufiifiable 
as it was, when not fupported by laws, and warranted 
by the confi:itution, had now entirely gone over to the 
other fide; nor was there any comparifon between a 
P.,rincc utterly unable to fway the fccpter, and blindly 
governed by corrupt minifi:ers, or by an imperious queen, 
engaged in foreign and hofl:ile intere.fl:s ; and a prince of 
mature years, of approved wifdom and experience, a 
native of England, the lineal heir of the crown, who,. 
by his reftoration, would replace every thing on ancient: 
foundations. 
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So many plau!ible arguments could b~ u:·ged on both C H " fl. 
f • • t · n· h XXI. 
'Ides of this mtere1tmg q uenton, L at the people were'--..,---' 

bxtremely divided in their fentiments; and thou gh the .IH0~ 
noblemen of greateft power and influence f~em to liave 

efpourcJ the party of York, th~ oppofit~ caufe h,H.l th;! 

adv~ntage of being fupported by the prcfcnt laws, at~d 
by the immediate poffeffion of royal authority. There 

we.re al(o many great noblemen in the Lancaflrian party, 

-ivho balanced the power of their anta:.roniHs, and kept 
the I~ation in fufpcnce betw~en them~ The earl of 

Northumberland adhered to the prcfcnt government: 

The earl of \Vefrmoreland, in fpite of his contiexions 

'vith tHe duke of York, and with the family of Ncvil, 

~f which he was the head, was brought over to the fame 

party ; and tlre whole nortli of Ehgland; the n;oil: war­

like part of the kingdom, was, by means of thefe twd 

potent noblemen, warmly engaged in the intercil:3 of Lan­

~afier. Edrnund Beaufort, duke of Somerfet, and his 

brother Henry, were great fupports of that caufe ; as 

were alfo Henry Hollaml, duke of Exeter, Stafford, duke 

of Buckingham, the earl of Shrn··fbury, the lords Clif­

ford, Dudley, Scales; Audley, and other noblemen, 

Vl:HILE tlie kingdom was in this fituation, it might 
~aturally be expected, that fo rriany turbulent barons; 

poffeffed of [o much independant authority, would imme..! 

diately have flown to arms, and have decided the quar­

rtl, after their ufual mahner:, by war and battle, under 

tlie fiandatds of the contending princes. But there frill 
were m:J.ny caufes which retarded thefe dcfperate extre­

mities, and made a long train of f.lB:iori, intrigue, and 

t:abal, p.recede the mil:tary operations. By th.e gradual 

progrefs of arts in England, as well as in oth~r plits of 

.Europe, the people were now become of fome import­

ance; laws were beginning to be refpetl:ed by them ; 

jj.nd it was reguifl~e, by \'arious pretences, previoufly too 

0 ~ ~:ccon::il~ 
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c H A P. reconcile their minds to the overthrow of fuch an ancient 
~ efl:ablirnment as that of the houfe of Lancaaer, ere their 

1450· concurrence could reafonably be expected. The duke of 
York himfelf~ the new claimant, was of a moderate and 
cautjous character, an enemy to violence, and difpofed 
to trufr rather to time and policy, than to fanguinary 
meafures, for the fuccefs of his pretenfions. The very 
imbecillity itfelf of Henry tended to keep the factions in 
fufpcnce, and make them :fl:and long in awe of each 
other: It rendered the Lancafl:rian party unable to :fl:rike 
any violent blow againfr their enemies; it encouraged the 
Yorkifl:s to hope, that, after bani.lhing the king's mini­
:fl:ers, and getting pofreilion of his perfon, they might 
gradually undermine his authority, and be able, \Vithout 

the perilous experiment of a civil war, to change the 
fucceffion, by parliamentary and legal authority. 

THE difpofiticns, which appeared in a parliaments 
a !rem bled foon after the arrival of the duke of York from 
Ireland, favoured thefc expectations of his partizans, 
and hoth difcovcred an unufual boldnefs in the commons, 
and were a proof of the general difcontents which pre­
vailed againfr the adminifl:ration. The lower houfe, 
without any previous enquiry or examination, without 
alleging any other ground of complaint than common 
fame, venturcj to prdcnt a petitwn againfi- the duke of 
Somcrfet, the dutchefs of Suffolk, the bifhop of Chcfl:er, 
Sir John Sutton lord Dudley, and feveral others of infe­
rior r::mk; and they prayed the king to remove them 
for ever from his perfon and councils, and to prohibit 
them from approachjng within twelve miles of the 
court g. This was a violent attack, fomewhat arbi­

trary, and fupportcd but by few precedents, againft 

the minifrry; yet the king dur!l not openly oppofe 

g Parliamentary Hl.llory, vol. ii, P• ~63~ 
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it: He rep1ied, that, except the lords, he woul.J baniih c H A P• 

all the others from court during a year, unlefs he lhould ~ 
have occafion for their fervice in fuppreffing any rebellion. 145x. 

At the fame time, he rejeCled a bill, which had paffed 
both houfes, for attainting the late duke of Suffolk, and 
which, in feveral of its claufes, difcoverecl a very general 
prejudice againft the meaf ures of the court. 

THE duke of York, trufl:ing to thefe fymptoms, raifed 14 ~~. 
an army of 10 ooo men with which he marched to- The fir.£1: 

' ' armament 
wards London; demanding a reformation of the go\'ern-,,f n.e duke 

ment, and the removal of the duke of Somerfet from all ofY,lrk., 

power and authority h. He unexpeCtedly found the gates 
of the city !hut againfl: him; and on his retreating into 
Kent, he was followed by the king at the head of a fupe-
rior army; in which feveral of Richard's friends, particu..-
larly Sali!bury and Warwic, appeared; probably with a 
view of mediating between the parties, and of feconding, 
on occafion, the duke of York's pretenfions. A parley 
enfued ; Richard fl:ill infifl:ed upon the removal of So-
merfet, and his fubmitting to a trial in parliament: The 
court pretended to comply with his demand ; and that 
nobleman was put in arrefi: The duke of York was 
then perfuaded to pay his refpeCts to the king in his tent; 
and on repeating his charge againfi the duke of Somerfet, 
he was furprifed to fee that minifrer ftep from behind 
the curtain, and offer to maintain hts innocence. Richard 
now found, that he had been betrayed ; that he was in 
the hands of his enemies; and that it was become necef-
fary, for his own fa.fety, to lower h is pretcnfions. No 
violence, however, was attempted againfl him : The na-
tion was not in a difpofition to bear the deftruCtion of fo 
popular a prince: He had many friends in H nry's camp: 
And his fon, who was not in the power of the court, 

h Stowe, P• 394• 

03 might 
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c H .o.. P. might !till be able to revenge his death on all his enemies; 
x.~r. - . . 

L-~~ He was therefore difmiffed; and he retired to h1s feat of 
• 145:. Wigmore on the borders of Wales i. ' 

V"HILE the duke of York lived in this retreat, there 
happened an incident, which, by encreafing the public dif­
contents, proyed favouraQle to his pretcnfions. Several 

Gafcon l~rds, affetl:ionate to the Englilh government, an~ 
difgufied at the new dominion of the French, came to 
L~nqon, and offered ~q return to their ~llegiance under 

Henry k, The earl of Shrewlbury 1 vyith a boqy of 8ooo 
14~1. ~en, was fent over to fupport them. Bourdeaux openeq 

~~th July. 
its gates to him: He made himfelf mafier of Fronfac, 
Caftillon, and fome other places ; Affairs began to 
wear a favo!lrablc afpeet: .B!lt as Charles hafiened to re­

{j{t this qangerous invali~n, the fo~tunes of the .Engli£4 
~'ere [(,on re\·crfed: Shrewfbury, a venerable warrior, 
above fourfcore years of age, fell in battle; his conguefis 

·were loPe; Bourdeaux was a~ain obliged to fubmit to the 
Freo1c!1 king 1 ; anJ all ~1opes of reco\-ering the province;; 
of GJfcony were for ever extinguifh'"d. 

TH ;Uc;;H the En~ldh might de~m thcmfelves happy to. 
be fair:y rid of difiant dominions, which were of no ufe; 
p them, and which they never coLlJ defend againfl: th 
gro\Ying p wer of France, they cxprdfcd great diCcon-; 
tent on the occafion; and they threw all the blame o~ 
the minifhy, who had not been aoJe to effect impoffibi~ 
lities. Whi1~ they were in th!s difpofition, ~he quee.a'~ 

!.!~th ~~· delivery of a Wf!, who received the name of .Edward, was 

deemed no joyful incident; and as it removed all hopes 
of tne pca-::eab1e i"ucceffion of the duke of York, who was 

otbt:r\\ ifc, in the right of his father, and by the laws 

enacted fince the acceffian of the houfe of Lancafier, next 

heir to the crown, it had rather a t~ndency to ~nflame th~ 

i GrJft<'n, p. 610. k Hollingfhed, p. 640• 
~ P~~yd ~ Virg . P• 501. Gr:1ftonJ P• 6z3: 
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.quarrel between the parties. But the duke was incapable C l!v.l\. l•. 

of violent counfels; and even when no vifible obfiacle ~.n.~ 
lay between him and the throne, he was prevented by his '451-· 

own fcruples from mounting it. Henry, always unfit to 

exercifc the government, fell at this time into a difiempcr, 

which fo far encreafed his natural imbecillity, that it ren-
_dercd him incapable of maintaining even the appearance o,f 
royalty. The queen and the council, deftitute of this fup:-
port, found themfelves unable to refift the York party; 
;md they were obliged to yield to the torrent. They fent 
Somerfet to the 'I'ower; and appointed Richard lieute-

nant of the kingdom, with powers to open and hold a 

fcffion of parliament m. T'hat: ;tfTembly alfo, taking into 

confideration the ftate of the kingdom, cre-ated him pro-

tector during pl.eafure. 1\len, who thus entrufied fove-

reign authority to one that had fuch evident and ftrong 

pretenfions to the .crown, \\'ere not furely averfe to his 
taking immediate aml full pofTeffion of it: Yet_ the duke, 

infiead of pulhing them to make farther concc.ffions, ap-

peared fomewhat timid and irrefolute even in receiving 

the power which was tendered to him. He ddircd, that 

it might be recorded in parliament, that this authority 

was conferred on him from their own free motion, with-

out any applicat:on on his part: He exprdfed his hopes, 

that they would affift him in the exercife of it: ffe rpad~ 
it a condition of his acceptance, that the other lords? 

wh? were appointed to be of his council, ihould alfo ac-

cept of the trufr, and lhould exercife it : And he re-
quired, that all the powers of his office 1hould be fpecified 

and defined by aB; of parliament. This moderation of 
Richard was cer~ainl y very unufual and very amiable; 
yet was it attended wit~ ~ad confequences in the prefen~ 
rncture, and by giving time to ~he animofities of faction 

J!l Ryrr.er1 vol. xi. P• 344~ 

0-+ to 
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C H A P. to rife and ferment, it proved the fource of all thofe fu-XXI. · 
~ rious wars and corn motions which enfued. 

~154· THE enemies of the duke of Y qrk foon found it i11 

firfl: battle 
of St.' Al­
bam. 
~ztl ~ax· 

their power to make advantage of his exceffive caution. 
Henry being fo far recovered from his difiempcr, as to 

carry the appearanc~ of exercifing the royal power; they 

moved him to refume his authority, to annul the prote8qr-
1hip of the duke, to releafe Somerfet from the Towern, and 

to commit the admini:fhation into the hands of that noble­

man. Richard, fcnfible of the dangers which might 

attend his former acceptance of the parliamentary com­

~iffion, fhould he fLtbmit to the annulling of it, levied 

an army; but fiill without advancing any pretcnfions to 
the crown. He complained only cf the king's minifiers, 

and qemanded a reformation of the government. A 
battle was fought at St. Albans, in which the Yorkifi:s 

were fuperior, and without fuffering ~ny material lofs, 
flew about 5000 of their enemies; among w~om were 
the du~e of Somcrfct, the earl of Northumberland, 
the earl of Sta:fford, eldefi fon of the duke of Bucking­
~am, lord Clifford, and many other perfons of difiinc­
tion Q. The king himfelf fell into the hands of the duke 

of York, who treated him with great refpeB: and tender­
~efs : He was only obliged (which he regarded as no hard­
ihip) to ccmmit the ~ho1c authority of the crown into 
the hands of his rival. 

THIS was the firfr blood fpilt in that fatal quarrel, 

which was nqt ~nifhed in Jefs than a courfe of thirty 

years, which wa5 fignalized by twelve pitched battles, 

whi!2h opened a fcene of extra~rdinary fiercenefs and 
cruelty, is computed to have cofr the lives of eighty 

princes of the blood, and almofi entirely annihilated the 

~nficn~ n?bility of ~n~land. The ftrong attachments~ 

n Rymer, vol. xi. p. 361. H.;,llingihed, p. 64z. Grafton, P• 62.6. 

? St~we, p. 30~. HE>llin~nie~, p. 64~· 
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which, at that time, men of the fame kindred bore to each c H A P. 

other, and the vindictive fpirit, which was confioered as~~ 
a point of honour, rendered the great famiiies implacable '4SS· 

in their rcfentmen.ts, and every moment wic..lened the 
breach between the parties. Yet afFairs did not imme-
aiately proceed to the lafi extremities: The nation was 
¥ept fome time in fufpcn!e : The vigour and fpirit of 
queen Margaret, fupporting her fmall power, ftill proved 
a balance to the great authority of Richard, which was 

checked by his irrefolute t~mper. A parliament, which gth July. 

was foon after affembled, plainly difcovered, by the con-
trariety of their proceedings, the contrariety of the mo-
tives by which they were actuated. They granted the 
Yorkifts a general indemnity; and they refiored the pro­
teCl:odhip to the duke, who, in accepting it, :frill pcrfe-
vered in all his former precautions : But at the fame time 
they renewed their oaths of fealty to Henry, and fixed the 
~ontinuance of the proteB:odhip to the majority of his 
{on, Edward, who was vefied with the ufual dignities of 
prince of Wales, duke of Cornwal, and earl of Chefier. 
;..rhe only decifive act, paffed in this parliament, was a 

full refumption of all the grants which had been made 

f!nce the death of Henry V. and wh~ch had reduced the 
~rown to great poverty. 

IT was not found difficult to wreft power from hands 1456. 

fo little tena~ious as thofe of the duke of York. Mar-
garet, availing herfelf of that prince's abfence, produced 
her hufband before the houfe of lords; and as his ftate of 
pealth permitted him at that time to act his part with 
fome tolerable decency, he declared his intentions of~re­
fuming the government, and of putting an end to Rich-
~rd's authority. This meafure, being unexpected, was 
not oppofed by the contrary party : The houfe of lords, 

who were many of them difgufi:ed with the late act of re-
4 fumptiGm, 
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C H A P. fumption, affented to Henry's prppofal.: And the king 
xxr. d b . a d . . . ~was declare to e remuate m fovere1gn authonty. 
~456. Even the duke of York acquiefced in this irregular aB: 

of the peers; and no·difiurbance enfued. But that prince's 
claim to the crown was too well known, and the fi:eps, 
which h~ had taken to promote it, were too evident, ever 
to allow fincere trufi: and confidence to have place between · 

!'57• the parties. The court retired to Coventry, and invited 
the duke of York and the earls of Salifbury and Warwi<? 
to attend the king's pcrfoq. \Vhen they were on the 
road, they received intelligence, that defigns were formed 
againfr their liberties and lives. They immediately fe­
parated themfelves: Richard withdrew: to his cafile of 
Wigmore: Salifbury to Middleham in Yorkfhire: And 
Wanvic to his government of Calais, which had been 
committed to him after the battle of St. Albans, 
and. w~ich~ as it gave him the comm~nd ~f the only 
regular military force maintained by England, was of 
the utmofi: importance in the prefent junCture. SrilJ , 
me~ ·of peaceable difpofitionsl and among the reft Bour:­
chier, archbifhop of Canterbury, tqought it not too late 
to interpofe .with their good offices, in order to prevent 
that effufion of blood, with which the kingdom wa~ 
threatened; and the awe, in which each party frood or' 
the other, rendered the mediation for fome time fuccefs­
ful. It was agreed, that all the gr~at leaders on both 
fides lhould meet in London, and b~ folemnly reconciled 
The duke of York and his partizans came thither with 

14
5
8

• numerous retinues, and took up their quarters near each 
other for mutual fecurity. Th~ leaders of the tan­
~afrrian party ufed the fame precaution. The may9r, at 
the head of 5000 men, kept a ftrict wat~~, night and 
day; and was extremely vigilant in maintaining peace 
between them P. Terms were adjufteJ, which removed 

P Fabian Chron. anno 1458. The 11uthor fays that fome lords brougil~ 
too retainers1 fome 6co, none lefs than ~oo, See alfo Grafton, p. 633. 

~ ~ot 
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~ot the ground of diftere11ce. An outward rec0ncilia- c H A P. 

:ion on 1 y was procured : And in order to .notify this ac- \ X~l. ! 
ord to the whole people, a folemn proceffion to St. Paul's 1 t5~: 

was appointed, where the duke of York led queen Mar-

g:uet, and a feader ~f one party marched })and in hand 

with a leader of the oppofite, The lefs real cordia-

lity prevailed, the more were the exterior demonfirations 

of amity redoubled. But it \vas evident, that a contcfl: 

for a crown could not thus be peaceably acco~modated; 
that each party watched 01 ly for an opportunity of fub~ 
verting the other; and that much blood muft yet be fpilt, 

fre the nation could be rdlored to perfeCt tranquillity, Of 
en.;oy a fettled a1~d eftablifbed governmc11t. 

Evr:N the fmalle!l: accident, without any formed de- 145 , 

hgn, ~as fufficient, in the prefent difpofition of men's 

minds, to diffolve the feeming harmony between the 

par~ies; and had the it:tentions of the leaders been ever io 
amicable, they would have found it difficult to rcfhaia 
the animofity of their follpwers. One of the king's re-

tmue infulted one ·of thf{ ea·rl of Warwic's: ·Their 

companions' on both {ides took part in the quarrel: 
A fierce combat enfued : '"the earf apprehended his 
hfe to be aimed 'at : He Red to his government of Ca­

iais; and both parties, in every county of England., 

openly made preparations for deciding the contefl: by war 
tmd arms. · . - · 

THE earl of Saliibury, marching to join the duke ~f Battle of 

York, was overtaken, at Blore~heath on the borders ofBlodres-betath 
. "'3 ep • 

Staffordfhire, by lord Audley, who commanded much 
fuperior forces ; and a fmall rivulet with fteep banks ran 

petween the armies. Saliibury he~e fupplied his d~feC't 
in numbers by ftratagem; a refinement, of which there 

~ccur few infrances in the Englilh civil wars, where a 

headlong courage, mor€ than military conduCt, is com-
,, . · monly 
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C H A P. monly to be remarked. He feigned a retreat, and allured 
XXI. 1 h. . h . . . h h ~ Audley to fol ow 1m wit precipttatwn : But w 1en t e 
1459· van of the royal army had pa!fed the brook, Saliibury 

fuddenly turned upon them; and partly by the f1rprizc, 
partly by the divifion, of the enemies' forces, put this 
body to rout: The example of flight was followed by 
the reil of the army : And Salifbury, obraini1.1g a com­
plete viCl:ory, reacqed tqe general rendezvous of the 
Yorkifis at Ludlow q • 

. THE earl of vVarwic brought over to this rendezvous 
a chcice body of veterans from Calais, on whom, it was 
thought, the fort!Jne of the war would much depend; 
but this reinforcement occafioned, in the ifTue, the im­
mediate ruin of the duke of York's party . .. When the 
royal army approached, and a general action was every 
hour expected, Sir Andrew Trollop, who commanded 
the veterans, deferted to the king in the night-time; and 
the Yorkifrs were fo difmayed at this inilance of treachery, 
which made every man fufpicious of his fellow, that 
they feparated next day without {hiking a ilroke r: The 
duke fled to Ireland: The earl of Warwic, attendeJ by 
many of the other leaders, efcaped to Calais; where his 
great popularity among all orders of men, particularly 
among the military, foon drew to him partizans, and 
rendered his power very formidable. The friends of the 
houfe of York in England kept themfelves every where 
in readinefs to rife on the .firfl: fummons from their 
leaders. 

146o. AFTER meeting with fome. fuccefTes at fea, Warwic 
landed in Kent, with the earl of Salifbury, and the earl 
of Marche, cldefi: fon of the duke of York; and being 
met by the primate, by lord Cobham, and other perfons 

t2 Hollingfhed, P• 649. Grafton, p. 936. 
Cr,fton, p. 5J7• 

r Hollinz1hed, p. 6 50. 
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of difiinCl:ion, he marched, amidlt the acclamations ofC H A P. 
L d Th . . d. 1 xxr. the people, to on on. e c1ty 1mme Iate y opened '---v--1 

its gates to him; and his troops encreafing on every day's 146o. 

march, he foon found himfclf in a condition to face the 
royal army, which hafi:ened from Coventry to attack him. 
The battle was fouo-ht at Northampton· and was foon Battle of 

b ' Northamp-
tlccided againfi: the royalifi:s by the infidelity of lord Grey ton. 

vf Ruthin, who, commanding Henry's van, defcrtcd zoth J'.lly, 

to the enemy during the heat of aetion, and fpread a 
confl:ernation through the troops. The duke of Buck­
ingham, the earl of Shrewfbury, the lords Beaumont and 
Egremont, and Sir vVilliam Lucie were killed in the 
action or purfuit: The !laughter fell chiefly on the gen-
try and nobility; the common people were fpared by or .. 
ders of the earls of Warwic, and I\1arche s. Henry him-
felf, that "mpty ihadow of a king, was again taken 
prifoner ; and as the innocence and fimplicity of his 

manners, which bore the appearance of fanCl:ity, had 
procured him the tender regard of the people t, the earl 
of Warwie and the other leaders took care to di:fiinguilh 
themfelves by their refpeB:ful demeanour towards him. 

A P"ARLIAMENT was furnmoned in the king's name, A parli:z ... 

and met at vVefi:min:fl:er; where the duke foon after ap- ~~n~a. 
peared from Ireland. This prince had never hitherto 
advanced openly any claim to the crown : He had only 
complained of ill minifi:ers, and demanded a redrefs of 
grievances : And even in the prefent crifis, when the par.:. 
liament was furrounded by his victorious army, he ihowed 
fuch a regard to law and liberty, as is unufual during the 
Frevalence of a party in any civil diffentions; and was 
flilllefs to be expeeted, in thofc violent and licentious 
times. He advanced towarcls the throne; and being meet 
by the archbilhop of Canterbury, who afl.t{ed him, whe-
ther he had yet paid his rcfpects to the .king ? he replied, 

r Hall1 fot 169. Grafton, P• 195• 

that 
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c Fi A P. that he knew of none to whom he owed that title. He xxr. 
~then ftood near the throne' u, and addreffing himfelf to 

~he houfe of peers, h<1 gave them a d~duCliori of his title 
by defcent, mentioned the cruelties by which the houfe 
of Lancafier had paved their way to fovereigp power, in.: 
:f.ified on the calamities which had attended the govern­
ment of Henry, exhorted them to return into the right 
pad1, by doing jufiice to the lineal fuccefior, and thus 
pleaded his caufe before them as his natural and Jegal 
judges w. , This cool and m~derate manner of demanding 
a crown, intimidated his friends and encouraged his ene­
mies: The lords remained in fufpence x; and no one 
ventured to utter a word on the occafion. Richard, who 
had probably expeetrd, that the peers would have invited 
him to place himfelf on the throne, was much difap­
pointed at their filence ; but defiring them to refleCl on 
what he had propofcd to them, he departed the houfeo 
~~he peers took the matter into confideration, with as 

much tranquillity as if ~t had been a common fubjeCl: of 
debate : They defired the affifi:ance of fome confidcrabte 
members among the commons in their deliberations:~ 

They heard, in feveral fucceffive days; the reafons alleged 
for the duke of York: They even ventured to propofe 
objeB:ions to his claim, founded on former entails of the 
crown, and on the o~ths of fealty [worn to the houfe of 
Lancafi:er r : They alfo obferved, that,- as Richard had 
all along borne the arms of York, not thofe of Clarer~ce, 
he could not (!}aim as fucce!for to the latter family: Anc.l 
after receiving anfwers to thefe objeB:ions~ derived from 
the vi0lence and power, by which the houfe ofLancafier 
fupported Lheir prefent poffdfion of the crown, they pro­
ceeded to give a decifion. Their fentence was cal­
culated, ~ far as poffible, to pleafe both parties : They 

• Hollingllted, p. 65S• w Cetton, p. 665. Grafton, p. 643• 
:c Hollin&fhed, i>• ~57• Grafton, r• 64-S• 'I Cotton, P· 666, 

declare 1 
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deciared. the title of the duke of York to be certain and C H A P. 

indefeaJible; but in conJideration that Henry had en-~ 
joyed the crown; without difpute or controverfy, during 146o-. 

the courfe of thirty-eight years, they determined, that ~e 
fhould continue to poHcf:s the title and dignity during the 
remainder of his life; that the admini:firation of the go­
vernment, meanwhile, ihouid remain with Richard; that 
he fhould be acknowledged the true and lawful heir of the 
monarchy; that every one :lhould fwear to maintain his 
fucceffion, and it fhould be treafon to attempt his life; 
and that all former fettlements of the crown, in this and 
the two lafi reigns, lhould be abrogated and refcinded z. 

The duke acquiefced in this decifion: Henry himfelf, be-

ing a prifoner, could not oppofe it : Even if he had en-
joyed his liberty, he would not probably have felt any 
violent reluctance againfi: it: And the atl: thus paffed with 
the unanimous confent of the whole lcgiilative body. 
Though the mildnefs of this compromife is chiefly to ba-
afcribcd to the moderation of the duke 0f York, it is im ... 
poffiblc not to obferve in thofe tranfactions vifible mark~ 
of a higher regard to law, and of a more fixed authority, 
enjoyed by parliament, than has appeared in any former 
period of Englifh hill:ory. 

IT is probable, that the duke, without employing ei ... 
ther menaces or violence, could have obtained from the 
commons a fettlement more confiftent and uniform : But 
as many, if not all the members of the upper houfe, had 
received grants, conceffions, or dignities, during the laft 

fixty years, when the houfe of Lancafter was poffeffed of 
the government, they were afraid of invalidating the!r 
own titles by too fudden and violent an overthrow of that 
family; and in thus temporizing between the parties, 
they fixed the throne on a baJis, upon which it could not 
poffibly ftand. T'he duke, apprehending his chie£ clan-: 

z Cotton, p. 666, Orafton1 p. 647, 
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c H A P. ger to arife from the genius and fpirit of queen Margaret3 

· ~fought a pretence for banifhing her the kingdom: He 
14Co. fent her; in the king's name, a fummons to come imme.! 

diately to Londori; intending; in cafe of her difobcdi­
ence, to proceed to extremities againfl: her. But the 
queen needed not this menace to excite her activity in de­
fending the rights of her family. After the defeat at 
Northampton, fue had fled with her infant fon to Dur­
ham, thence to Scotland ; but foon returning, fhe applied 
to the northern barons, and employed every motive to 
procure their affifl:ance. Her affability, infinuation, and 
addrefs, qualities in which ihe excelled; her careffes, her 
promifes wrought a powerful effetl: on every one who ap­
proached her: The admiration of her gtcat qualities was 
fucceeded by ccmpaffion towards her helplefs condition l 

The nobility of that quarter, who regarded thcmfelves as 
the mofl: warlike in the kingdom, were moved by indigna.: 
tion to find the fouthetn barons pretend to difpofe of the 
crown ar1d fettle the government: And that they might 
allu•re the people to their fiandard, they promifed them 
the fpoils of all the provinces on the other fide of the 
Trent. By thefe means, the queen had colleeted an ar­
my twenty thoufand fhong, with a celerity which waa 
neither expected by her friends, nor apprehended by het 
enemtes. 

THE duke of York, informed of her appearance in the 
north, hafi:ened thither with a body of 5000 men, td 
fupprefs, as he imagined, the beginnings of an infurrec..; 
tion; when, on his arrival at Wakefield, he found him­
fdf fo much outnumbered by the enemy. He threw 

himfelf into Sandal cafi:le, which was fituated in the 
hcighbourhood ; and he was advifed by the earl of Salif .. 
bury, and o~her prudent counfellors, to remain in that .. 
fortrefs, till his fon, the earl of Marche, who was levy­
ing forces in the borders of Wale~, cou.ld advance to his 

affifiance.,. 
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affifl:ance a. But the duke, though deficient in political c H A P. 

courage, polfelfed perfonal bravery in an eminent degree;~ 
and notwithfl:anding his wifdom and experience, he 146o. 

thought, that he iliould be for ever difgraced, if, by tak-

ing lhelter behind walls, he ihould for a moment refign 

the viCl:ory to a woman. He defcended in to the plain, ~:~:~:Id. 
and offered battle to the enemy, which was infiantly ac- 24•h Dec. 

cepted. The great inequality of numbers was fufficient 

alone to decide the victory; but the queen, by fending a 

detachment, who fell on the back of the. duke's army~ 

rendered her advantage fl:ill more certain and undifputed. 

The duke himfelf was killed in the action; and as his Dwh of 

body was found among the !lain, the head was cut off by the duke f 
York. 

Margaret's orders, and fixed on the gates of York, with 

a paper crown upon it, in derifion of his pretended title. 

His fon, the earl of Rutland, a youth of feventecn, was 

brought to lord Clifford; and that barbarian, in revenge 

of his father's death, who had perilhed in the bJttle of 

St. Albans, murdered, in cool blood, and with h.is own 

hands, this innocent prince, whofe exterior figure, as 

well as other accomplifuments, arc reprefcnted by hifl:o­

rians as extremely amiable. The earl of Salifbury was 

wounded and taken prifoncr, and immediately beheaded, 

with feveral other perfons of difrinetion, by martial law at 

Pomfret b, There fell near three thoufand Yorkilts in 

this battle: The duke himfclf was greatly anJ juitly la­

mented by his own party; a prince who merited a better 

fate, and whofe errors in conduct proceeded entirely 

from fuch qualities, as render him the more an objeCt 

of efieem and afletlion. He pcri!hed in the fiftieth 

year of his age, and left three fons, Edward, George, 

and Richard, with three daughters, Anne, Elizabeth, 
:ind l\1argaret. 

a Stowe, P• 412• b Polyd. Vir~. p. sro. 

VoL. Ill. p THE 
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c H A P. THE queen, after this important vittory, divided her 
~army. She fent the fmaller divifion under Jafper Tudor, 

1461. earl of Pembroke, half brother to the king, againfi .Ed­
ward, the new duke of York. She herfelf marched with 
the larger divifion towards London, where the earl of 
W arwic had been left with the command of the Y orkifis. 

Ihttl~ of Pembroke was defeated by Edward at Mortimer's Crofs 
Mort1mer's 
Crofs. in Herefordlhire, with the lofs of near 4000 men : His 

army was difperfed ; he himfelf efcaped by flight; but 
his father, Sir Owen Tudor, was taken prifoner, and 
immediately beheaded by Edward's orders. This barba­
rQus prattice, being once begun, was continued by both 
parties, from a fpirit of revenge, which covered itfelf 
under the pretence of retaliation c. 

MARGARET compenfated this defeat by a vietory which 
:lhe obtained over the earl of Warwic. That nobleman, 
on the approach of the Lancafirians, led out his army, 
re-inforced by a firong body of the Londoners, who were 

Seco~d bat .. affeetionate to his caufe ; and he gave battle to the queen 
tie ot St. 
Alb•ms. at St. AI bans. While the armies were warmly engaged, 

Lovelace, who commanded a confiderable body of the 
Yorkifts, withdrew from the combat; and this treache­
rous condutt, of which there are many infiances in thofe 
civil wars, decided the victory in favour of the queen. 
About 2300 of the vanquilhed perilhed in the battle and 
purfuit; and the perfon of the king fell again into the 
hands of his own party. This weak prince was fure to 
be almofl: equally a prifoner whichever fattion had the 
keeping of him; and fcarce any more decorum was ob­
{erved by one than by th~ other, in their method of treat­
ing him, Lord Bonville, to whofe care he had been en­
trufied by the Yorkifrs, remained with him after the defeat,. 
on affurances of pardon given him by Henry: But Mar­
garet, regardlefs of her huiband's promife, immediately 

~ Hollingilied, p. 66o. Grafton, p. 65o. 
ordered 
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t>rdered the head of that nobleman to be Rruck off hy the c B A P 
• • d s· Th K .. I b . xxJ. executiOner • 1r omas me ; a rave warnor, who '- -v--.J 

had fignalized himfelf in the French wars, was treated in 1-461 . 

the fame manner. 

THE queen made no great advantage of this victory: 
Young Edward advanced upon her from the other fide; 
and colleCting the remains of Wan"ric's army, was foon 

in a condition of giving her battle with fuperior forces. 
She was fenfible of her danger, while fne lay between the 
enemy and the city of London ; and fhc found it necef­
fary to retreat with her army to the north c. Edward 
entered the capital amid!l: the acclamations of the citizens, 
and immediately opened a new fcene to his party~ This 
prince, in the bloom of youth, remarkable for the heauty 
of his perfon, for his bravery, his aCtivity, his affability, 
and every popular quality, found himfelf fo much pof­
feffed of public favour, that, elated with the fpirit natural 
to his age, he refolved no longer to confine himfelf within 
thole narrow limits, which his father had prefcribed to 
himfelf, and which had bee11: found by experience fo pre­
judicial to his caufe. He determined to affumc the name 
and dignity of king; to infi!l: openly on his claim; and 
thenceforth to treat the oppofite party as traitors and re­
bels to his lawful authority. But as a national confcnt, 
or the appearance of it, fl:ill feemed, notwith1hnding 
his plaufible title, requifite to precede this bold mea­
fure, and as the a!fembling of a parliament mig~t oc­
cafion too many delays, and be attended with other in­
conveniencies, he ventured to proceed in a lefs regular 
manner, and to put it out of the povv-er of his enemies 
to throw ob!l:acles in the way of his elevation. Hi~ 

army was ordered to affem ble in St. John's Fields; great 
numbers of people furrounded them ; an harangue was 
pronounced to this mixed multitude, fetting forth the 

e Orafton, p. 6 jZ· 

p 2 title 
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C H A P·title of Edward, and inveighing againfi: the tyranny and 
~ufurpatio.o of the rival family ; and the people were then 

1461. afked, whether they would have Henry of Lancafi:er for 
king? They unanimou11y exclaimed againfi: the propofal. 
It was then demanded, whether they would accept of 

E~ward IhV. Edward, eldefi: fon of the late duke of York? They ex-auumes t · c 
erown. preffed their affent by loud and joyful acclamations r. 

A great number of bifhops, lords, magifrrates, and other 
perfons of difiinction were next affembled at Baynard's 

cafile, who ratified the popular election ; and the new 
sth March. king was on the fubfequent day proclaimed in London, 

by the title of Edward IV g. 

IN this manner ended the reign of Henry VI. a mo­

narch, who, while in his cradle, had been proclaimed 
king both of France and England, and who began his 
life with the mofi: fplendid profpecls that any prince i·n 
Europe had ever enjoyed. The revolution was unhappy 
for his people, as it was the fource of civil wars; but 
was almofi: entirely indifferent to Henry himfelf, who 
was utterly incapable of exercifing his authority, and who, 
provided he perfonally met with good ufage, was equally 
eafy, as he was equa11y enflaved, in the hands of his 
enemies and of his friends. His weaknefs and his difputed 
title were the chief caufes of the pubJ.ic calamities : But 
whether his queen, and his minifiers, were not alfo 
guilty of fome great abufes of power, it is not eafy for us 
at this difiance of time to determine: There remain no 
proofs on record of any confiderable violation of the laws, 
except in the affaffination of the duke of Glocefier, which 
was a private crime, formed no precedent, and was but 
too much of a piece with the ufual ferocity and cruelty of 
the times. 

Mifcellane- THE mofi: remarkable law, which paired in this reign, 
cus tranfac- .a.. b . . 
ti "ns of this was that for the due ele~LIOll of me m ers of parliament m 
ejgn, 

f Stcwe, P• 415. Holling£i1ed, p. 66r. g Grafto.o., p. 653· 

counties. 
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counties, After the fall of the feudal fyfiem, the dif-C H A P· 
: .n.· f . r r 1 11. d XXI. 
tm~non o tenures was m 1ome meatUre ou:; an every'---.......--1 
freeholder, as well thofe who held of mefne lords, as the 146.1', 

immediate tenants of the crown, were by degrees admitted 
to give their votes at elections. This innovation (for 

fuch it may probably be efieemed) was indireCtly con-

f1rmed by a law of Henry IV. h; which gave right to fucq 
a multitude of eleB:ors, as was the occafion of great dif-

order. In the eighth and tenth of this king, therefore, 

laws were enacted, limiting the eleB:ors to fuch as pof"-

f~ffed forty lhillings a-year in l:md, free from :1ll burdens 

within the county i. This fum was equivalent to near 

twenty pounds a-year of our prefcnt money; and it were 

to be wilhed, that the fpirit, as well as letter of this law, 

had been ma~ntained. 

THE preamble of the fbtl!te is remarkable: " vVhere­
~' as the elections of kn:g!Hs have of late, in many 

" counties of England, b~en made by outrages an~ 

f' q:ceffive numbers of people, many of them of fmall 

" fubfiance and value, yet pretending to a right equal to 

" the befi knights and efquires; whereby manilaughters, 
" riots, batteries, and divifions among the gentlemen 
" and other people of the fame counties, fhall very likely 

" rife and be, unlefs due remedy be provided in this be­

" half, &c." We may learn ftom the[e expreffions what 
an important matter the election of a member of parlia­

ment was now become in Enghnd: That affcmbly was_ 

beginning in this period to affume great authority: The 

commons had it much in their power to enforce the exe­

cution of the laws; and if they failed of fuccefs in this, 
particular, it proceeded lefs from any exorbitant power of 

the crown, than from the licentious fpirit of the arifio­

cracy, and perhaps from the rude education of the age, 

h Statutes at large, 7 Henry IV. cap. 15, 
up. 7• 10 Henry VI. cap. a,, 

P3 

1 lbid, S Henry ~I. 

and 
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c H A P.and their own ignorance of the advantages refulting from 
XXI. d . . 11. • f . 11.' 
~a regular a mmm:ratwn o JUuice. 

146~. WHEN the duke of York, the earls of Salilbury and 
Warwic, fled the kingdom upon the defertion of their 
troops, a parliament was fummoned at Coventry in 14607 

by which they were all attainted. This parliament feems 
to have been very irregularly ~onfiituted, and f~arcely 

defcrves the name: Infomuch, that an aB: paffed in it, 
" that all fuch knights of ~ny county, as were returned 
" by virtue of the king's letters, without anv other elec-:­
" tion, fhould be val iJ, and that no !herdf iliould, for 
~' returning them, incur the pen~lty of the fiatute of 
" Htnry IV k," All the aets of that parliament wen~ 
afterwards reverfed ; " becauf~ it was unlawfully fum­
"' moned, and the knig~ts ~nd barons not duly chofen I." 

'THE parliaments in this reign, infi:ead of relaxing their 
ll igilance againfi the ufurpations of the court of Rome, 
endeavoured to enforce the former fiatutes enacted for that 
purpofc. The commons petitioned, that no foreigner 
fuou1d be capable of any church preferment, ·and that the 
p:ltron might be allowed to prefent anew upon the non­
reftdcnce of any incumbent m: But the king eluded thefe 
petitions. Pope Iviartin wro~e him a fevere letter againft 
the fiatute of proviCors; which he calls an abom.inabl~ 
Jaw, that would infallibly damn every one who obferved 
it ·• The card mal of Winchefier was legate; and as he 
was allo a kin~ of prime minifier, and immenfely rich 
from the profits of his clerical dignities, the parliament 
became jealous lefi: he fhould extend the papal power; and 
they protefied, that the cardinal fhould abfent himfelf in 
all affc~irs and councils of the king, whenever the pop~ 
pr fee of Rome was touched upon °, 

k Cotton, p. 6~4· 

m Cotton, p. 585. 

!J Cotton) P• 9 3• 
' ' 

1 Statutes at large, 39 Henry VI. cap. r, 
n Burnet's ColleCtion of l~ecords, v<>l. i. p. 99• 

PERMISSION 
' . 
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PERMISSION was given hy parliament to export corn c H A P. 

when it was at low prices; wheat at fix £billings and~ 
eight pence a quarter, money of that age; barley at three 1461. 

fuillings and four pence P. It appears from thefe prices, 
that corn ftill remained at near half its prefent value; 
though other commodities were much cheaper. The in-
land commerce of corn was alfo opened in the eighteenth 

of the king, by allowing any collector of the cuftoms to 
grant a licence for carrying it from one county to an-

other q. The fame year a kind of navigation aCt was 

propofed with regard to all places within the Streights; 

but the king rejected it r. 

THE firft infiance of debt contracted upon parliamen­
tary fecurity occurs in this reigns. The commence­
ment of this pe.rnicious practice deferves to be noted ; a 

praCtice, the more likely to become pernicious, the more 

.a natioo advances in opulence and credit. The ruinous 
effects of it are now become apparent, and threaten the 

rvery exifl:ence of the nation. 

p Statutes at large, 15 Henry V f. cap. z. ~ 3 Henry VI. c:ap. 6. 

q Cotton, p. 61-5. I Ibid. P· 6;t.6. • lbid, p. 593• 

,.!4,• 638.-

p 4 



[ 2~6 j 

C HA P. XXII • . 

E D \V A R D IV. 

Battle of '!'out on-Hezry eft apes itJto Scotland­
A parliament~- Bcttle of 1-lexham--Henr" 
taken prifoner, and conjned to the 'l'ower--King's 
marriage with the Laly Elizabeth Gray--War­
wic difiufled--Alliince with Burgundy--In-
furreftion in Yorkjhire--Battle of Banbury­
Warwic and Clarenc1 banijhed--Warwic mtd 

Clarence return-- Edward IV. expelled-. 
Henry VI. rejlored--Edward IV. returns­
Battle of Barnet, and death of Warwic--Battle 

of 'l'euk§jbury, and mzrder of prince Edward~ 

Death of Henry VI.--Invafion of Franc~­

Peace of Pecquigni--:frial and execution of the 
duke of Clarence.--lJeath and charafter if Ed: 
ward IV. 

cHAP. yOUNG Edward, mw in his twentieth year, was 
XXII. of a temper well fited to make his way through 

'----..,--11 6 fuch a fcene of war, hav1c, and devaftation, as muft 4 I, 

· · conduct him to the full pdfeffion of that crown, which 
he claimed from hereditao/ right, but which he had 
aifumed from the tumultiDry eleCtion alone of his own 
party. He was bold, aetiv.:, enterprifing; and his hard­
nefs of heart and feverity oJ charaCl:er rendered him im­
pregnab]e to all thofe movements of compaffion, which 
might relax his vigour in the profecution of the mofl; 
bloody revenges upon his e1emies. The very commence-

S ment 
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. ent of his reign gave fymptom of his fanguinary dif- C ~IX~ P. 

pofition. A tradefman of Londm, who kept fhop at the~ 
fign of the Crown, havinf faid, that h~ would make his 1461. 

fon heir to the Crown; this hamlefs pleafantry was in. 
~erpreted to be fpoken in derif::m of Edward's affumed 
title; a~d he was condemned '\}U executed for the of-
fence t. Such an aCt of tyramy was a proper prelude 
to the events which enfued. T1e fcafFo1d, as well as the 
~eld, inceffantly fl:reamed with ne nobldt blood. of Eng-
land, fpilt in the quarrel betveen the two contending 
families, whofe animofity W:lS lOW become implacable. 
The people, divided in their :ffeB:ions, took different 
fymbols of party: The partizms of the hou[e of Lan-
cafl:er chofe the red rofe as tl1!ir mark of oi!tincHon; 
thofe of York were denolt\in4tei from the white;' and 

thefe civil wars were thus lcno~, over Europe, by the 
name of the quarrel between thetwo rofes. 

THE licence, in which queer Margaret had been ob­
lige.d to indulge' her troops, infucd great terror and aver­
fion into the city of London anl all the fouthern parts 
of the kingdom; and as fhe tlue expeCled an obfrinate 
refifl:ance, fhe had prudently retir:d northwards among her 
~wn partizans. The fame licerce, joined to the zeal of 
faCtion, foon brought great mutitudes to her fl:andard ; 
and fhe was able, in a few dtys, to affem blc an army 
:Kxty thoufand thong in Y orkftire.. The king 2:1d the 
earl of Warwic hafiened, with an army of forty thou­
fand men, to check her progrefs; and when they reached 
Pomfret, they difpatched a bo(y of troops, under the 
command of lord Fitzwalter, o fecure the paffage of 
Ferry bridge over the river Are, .vhich lay between them 
and the enemy. Fitzwalter ta>k poffeflion of the pofl: 
a:ffigned him; but was not able t> maintain it againfl: lord 
Clifford, who attacked him with fuperior numbers. The 

t Habin~ton in Kennet,~ p, 431• Grafton, p. ~91. 
' Yorkifis 
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. c H A P. Yorkitts were chafed back with great flaughter; and 

~lord Fitzwalter himfclf was flain in the action u. The 

I,:i-6I. earl of '"vVarwic, dreading the confequences of this 

.difafier, at a time when a decifive action was every hour 

expected, immediately ordered his horfe to be brought 

him, which he fiabbed before the whole army; and 

killing the hilt of his [word, fwore, that he was deter­
mined to lhare the fate of the meanefi foldier w. And 
to ihew the greater fecurity, a proclamation was at the 
fame time iifued, giving to every one full liberty to retire; 
but menacing the feverefi punifhment to thofe who fuould 

difcover any fymptoms of cowardice in the enf~ing bat­

tle x, Lord Falconberg was fent to recover the poft 
which had .been lofr: He paifed the river fome miles 

above Ferrybridge, and falling unexpectedly on lord 

ClifFord, revenged the former difafter by the defeat of the 

Battle of 
Touton, 
29th of 
~1arch. 

party and the death of their leader r. 

THE hoftile armies met at Touton; and a fierce and 

bloody battle enfued. While the Yorkifts were advancing 
to the charge, there happened a great fall of fnow, which, 

driving full in the faces of their enemies, blinded them; 
and this advantage was improved by a frratagem of lord 

falconberg's. That nobleman ordered fome infantry to 

advance before the line, and, after having fent a volley of 

flight·arrows, as they were called, amidfr the enemy, 
immediately to retire. The Lancafirians, imagining that 

they were gotten within reach of the oppofite army, dif­

charged ~11 their arrows, which thus fell lhort of the 

Yorkifis z. J\fter the quivers of the enerpy were emp­
tyecl, ~dward advanceJ his line, and did execution with. 

impunity on the difmayed Lanca{hians: The bow 
however was foon laid afide, and the fword decided th~ 

u W. Wyrcefier, p. 489. Hall, fol. xS6. Holing!hed, p. 664. 

, Habington, p. 432. x Holingfhed) p. 664. Y Hift. Croyl. 

centin. p. SP • z Hall, fol. x86, 

combat, 
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combat, which ended in a total viCtory on the fide of the c H A P. 

Yorkifis. Edward iffued orders to give no quarter a.~ 
The routed army was purfued to Tadcafier wit~ great 1461. 

bloodlhed and confufion; and above thirty-fix thoufand 

men are computed to have fallen in the battle and pur-

fuit b: Among thefe were the earl of Wefimoreland, 
and his brother, Sir John Nevil, the earl of Northum-

berland, the lords Dacres and W elles, and Sir An drew 
Trollop c. The earl of Devonlhire, who was now en-

gaged in Henry's party, was brought a prifoner to Ed-
ward ; and was foon after beheaded by martial law a~ 

York. His head was fixed on a pole ereCled over a gate 

~f that city; and the head of duke Richard and that of 

the earl of Sali!bury were taken down, and buried with 
their bodies. Henry and Margaret had remained at York 

during the aClion; but learning the defeat of their army1 

and being fenfible, that no place in England could now 
afford them £helter, they fled with great precipitation in-
to Scotland. They were accompanied by the duke of 

~xeter, who, though he had married Edward'~ fifier, 
had taken part with the Lancafirians, and by Henry duke 

of Somerfet, who had commanded in the unfortunate 
battle of Touton, and. who was the fon of that noble-

man killed in the fi.rfr battle of St. Albans. 
NOTWITHSTANDING the great animofity which pre- Henry . 

vailed between the kingdoms, Scotland had never exerted ~~c;t)~~~~t~ 
itfelf with vigour, to take advantage, either of the wars 
which England, carried on with France, or of the civil 

commotions which arofe between the contending fami-

lies. J ames I. more laudably employed, in civilizing his 

fubjeB.s, and taming them to the falutary yoke of law 
and jufiice, avoided all hofiilities with foreign nations; and 

though he feemed interefied to maintain a balance be-

a Habington, p. 432. 

U!fto Croyl, cont. P• 533 • 

b Holingihed, p. 665. Gtafton, p. 656. 
c Hall, fol. 187. Habington, P• 433· 

twee.q 
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c H A P. tween France and England, he gave no farther affi:ftanc~ 
XXII. k. d . . ft d ft .tr. 

'---y---J to the former mg om m Its greate i reues, than per"' 
146J, mitting, and perhaps encouraging, his fubjetl:s to enlifr 

in the French fervice. After the murder of that excel­

lent prince, the minority of his fon and fucceffor, James 
II. and the difi:ratl:ions incident to it, retained the Scots 
in the fame fl:ate of netltrality ; and the fuperiority, vi­

fibly acqujred by France, rendered it then unneceffary 

for her ally to interpofe in her defence. But when th(( 

quarrel commenced between the houfes ofYork and Lan­
cafier, and became abfolutely incurable but by the total 
extinCtion of one party; J ames, who had now rifen tu 

man's efiate, was tempted to feize the opportunity, and 

he endeavoured to recover thofe places, which th~ Eng.,. 

lilh had formerly conquered from his anceftors. He laicl 
fiege to the cafile of Roxborough in 1460, and had pr~­
vided himfelf with a fmall train of artillery for that en­

terprize: But his cannon were fo ill framed, that one of 

them burft as he was firing it, and put an end to his life 
in the flower of his age. His fon and fucceffor, James 

Ill. was alfo a minor on his acceffion : The ufual di­

firaetions enfued in the government : The queen-dowa­

ger, Anne of Gueldres, afpired to the regency : The 

family of Douglas oppofed her pretenfions: And queen 
Margaret, when fue fled into Scotland, found there a 
people little lefs divided by faetion, than thofe by whom 
fue had been ~xpelled. Though ihe pleaded the con­
nexions between the royal family of Scotland and the 
houfe of Lancafier, by the young king's grandmother, a 
daughter of the earl of Somerfet; £he could engage the 
Scotti!h council to go no farther than to exprefs their 
good wifhes in her favour : But on her offer to deliver 
to them immediately the important fortrefs of Berwic, 
and to contraCt her fon in marriage with a fifier of king 

J ames, £he found a better reception ; and the Scots 
promifed 
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promifed the affifiance of their arms to re-inflate her fa-C H A P. 

mily upon the throne d. But as the danger from that~ 
quarter feemed not very urgent to Edward, he did not 1461. 

purfue the fugitive king and queen into their retreat; but 
returned to London, where a parliament was fummoned 
f0r fettling the government. 

ON the meeting of this atfembly, Edward found the 4th N~"· 
good effech of his vigorous meafure in affuming the !e~~:ha~ 
crown, as w(j.ll as of his vietory at Touton, by which 

he had fecured it: The parliament no longer hefitated 

between the two families, or propofed any of thofe ambi-
guous decifions, which could only ferve to perpetuate 
and inflame the animofitics of party. They recognized 
the title of Edward, by hereditary defcent, through the 

family of Mortimer; and declared, that he was king by 

right, from the death of his father, who had a1fo the 
fame lawful title; and that he was in pofTeffion of the 

crown from the day that he affumed the government, 

tendered to him by the acclamations of the people e. 

They expreffed their abhorrence of the ufurpation and 

intrufion of the boufe of Lancafier, particularly that of 

the earl of Derby, otherwife called Henry IV. which, 

they faid, had been attended with every kind of diforder, 
the murder of the fovereign and the oppreffion of the 

fubjeCt. They annulled every grant which had paffed 
in thofe reigns; they reinfiated the king in all the pof­
feffions, which had belonged to the crown at the pre-

tended depofition of Richard If. and though they con-
firmed judicial deeds and the decrees of inferior courts, 
they reverfed all attainclers paffed in any pretended parlia-
ment; particularly the attainder of the earl of Cam­
bridge, the king's grandfather ;'as well as that of the earls 
of Salifbury and Glocefier and of lord Lumley, who had 
been forfeited for adhering to Richard II. r 

d Hall, fol. J 37. Habington, p. 434• « CottonJ p. 6;o. 
f Cotton, p. 67z, Statute5 at huge, 1 Edw, IV. c;ap . 1. 

MANY 
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c H A P. MANY of thefe votes were the refult of the ufual vio'.; 
~ lence of party: The common fenfe of mankind, in more 

1461. peaceable times, repealed them= And the ftatutes of the 
houfe of Lancafier, being the deeds of an efiablilhed go­
vernment, and enaeted by princes long poffeffed of autho­
rity, have always been held as valid and obligatory. 
The parliament, however, in fubverting fuch deep· 
foundations, had frill the pretence of replacing the go­
vernment on its ancient and natural bails: But in their' 
fubfequent meafurcs, they were more guided by revenge, 
at leafi by the views of convenience, than by the maxims 
of equity and jufiice. They paired an aa of forfeiture 
and attainder againfr Henry VI. and queen Margaret, and 
their infant fon, prince Edward : The fame aa was ex­
tended to the dukes of Somerfet and Exeter; to the earls 
of Northumberland, Devon!hire, Pembroke, Wilts; to 
the vifcount Beaumont, the lords Roos, N evil, Clifford, 
Welles, Dacre, Gray of Rugemont, Hungerford; to 
Alexander Heclie, Nicholas Latimer, Edmond Mount­
fort, John Heron, and many other perfons of diil:inetion ~ .. 
'rhe parliament veil:ed the efiates of all thefe attainted 
perfons in the crown; though their fo]e crime was the 
adhering to a prince, whom every individual of the par­
liament had long recognized, and whom that very king 
himfelf, who was now feated on the throne, had acknow­
ledged and obeyed as his lawful fovereign. 

THE neceffity of fupporting the government efiablilhed 
will m0re fully juftify fome other acts of violence; 
though the method of conducting them may fiill appear 
exceptionable. John earl of Oxford and his fon, Au­
brey de V ere, were detected in a correfpondence with 
Margaret, were tried by martial law before the confiable, 
were condemned and executed h, Sir William TyrreJ, 

g Cotton, p. 670. W, Wyrcefter, p. 490, h V.', de Wyrcefl:er 
p. 491.. Hall, fol, 1Sg. Grafton, p. 6si . Fabian, fol, :us. Fragm. ad 
finem T. Sproti, 

Sir 
6 
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Sir Thomas Tudenham, and John Monto-omery were c H A P • 
• .n. d . h r. b. o d d XXII. conVIl:.Le m t e 1ame ar Itrary court; were execute , an '--,/·--1 

their eftates forfeited. This introduction of martial law 1461. 

into civil government was a high :fhain of prerogative; 
which, were it not for the violence of the times, would 
probably have appeared exceptionable to a nation fo jea-
lous of their liberties as the .Engldh were now become i. 
It was impoffible but fuch a great and fudden revolution 

mufi leave the roots of difcontent and diffi1tisfacrion in 
the fubjeB:, which would require great art, or in lieu of 
it, great violence to extirpate them. The latter was 

more fuitable to the genius of the nation in that unculti· 
vated age. 

BuT the new efiablilhment frill feemcd precarious and 

uncertain ; not only from the domeflic difcontents of the 

people, but from the efforts of foreign powers. Lewis, 

the eleventh of the name, had fuccceded to his father, 

Charles, in 1460; and \Vas led, from the obvious mo­

tives of national interefi, to feed the flames of civil dif­

cord among fuch dangerous neighbours, by giving fupport 

to the weaker party. But the intriguing and politic ge­
nius of this prince was here checked by itfelf: Having 

attempted to fubdue the independant fpirit of his own 
vaffals, he had excited fuch an oppofition at home, as 

prevented him from making all the advantage, which the 
opportunity afForded, of the diffenfions among the Eng­
lilh. He fe1at however a fmall body to Henry's affifiance 

under Varenne, Senefchal of Normandy k; who landed 

in Northumberland, and got poffeffion of the cafile of 
Alnewic: But as the indefatigable Margaret went in per­
fan to France where lhe folicited larger fupplies; and 
promifed Lewis to deliver up Calais, if her family iliould 

~y his means be refrored to the throne of England; he 

i See note [H] at the end of the volurn~ 

k MQnftrelet, vol. iii. P• 95· 
was 
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c H A P. was induced to fend along with her a body of 2000 men 

~at arms, which enabled her to take the field, and to make 

1464. an inroad into England. Though reinforced by a nu­

merous train of adventurers from Scotland, and by many 

25th April. partizans of the family of Lancafl:er; fhe received a 

check at Hedgley-more from lord Montacute or Monta­

gue, brother to the earl of W arwic, and warden of the 

eafl: Marches between Scotland and England. Montague 

was fo encouraged with this fuccefs, that, while a numeroui 

reinforcement was on their march to join him by orders 

R ·ttle of from Edward~ he yet ventured, with his own troops alone, 
Hexham. 
15th May. to attack the Lancafl:rians at Hex ham; and he obtained 

a complete victory over them. The duke of Somerfet, 
the lords Roos, and Hungerford, were taken in the pur­
fuit, and immediately beheaded by martial law at Hex­

ham. Summary juftice was in like manner executed at 
Newcafl:le on Sir Humphrey Nevil, and feveral other 
gentlemen. All thofe who were fpared in the field, fuf­
fered on the fcaffold ; and the utter extermination of their 
adverfaries was now become the plain objetl: of theY ork 
party; a conduCt, which received but too plaufible an 
apology from the preceding praCtice of the Lancaftrians. 

THE fate of the unfortunate royal family, after this 

defeat, was fingular. Margaret, flying with her fon into 

a fore£!, where fhe endeavoured to conceal herfelf, was 

befet, during the darknefs of the night, by robbers, who, 

either ignorant or regardlefs of her quality, defpoiled her 

of her rings and jewels, and treated her with the utmofl: 

indignity. The partition of this rich booty raifed a quar­
rel among them; and while their attention was thus en• 
gaged, fhe took the opportunity of making her efcape 
with her fon into the thickefl: of the fordt, where lhe 
wandered for fome time, over-fpent with hunger and fa­

tigue, and funk with terror and affiiCl:ion. While in this 

wretched condition, !he faw a robber approach with his 
naked 
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naked fword; and finding that fhe had no means ofC H A P. 
. xxn. 

efcape, lhe fuddenly embraced the refolutwn of trufiing~ 
entirely for proteCtion to his faith and generofity. She 1464• 

advanced towards him ; and prefenting to him the you:~g 
prince, called out to him, 1-Iere, mj friend, I commit ta 

.JOUr care the fafity OJ-c your king's fon. 'I'he man, whofe 
humanity and generous fpirit had been obfcured, not en-

tirely loft, by his vicious courre of life, was !truck with 

the fingularity of the event, was charmed with the confi-

dence repofed in him; and vowed, not ouly to abfiain 
from all injury againfi the princefs, but to devote him-
fe]f entirely to her fervice 1• By his means ihe dwelt 
fome time concealed in the forefi, and was at lafi con-
duCted to the fea-coaft, whence lhe made her ef.:ape into 
Flanders. She paired thence into her father's court; 
where ihe lived feveral years in privacy and retirement. 
Her huiband was not fo fortunate or fo dexterous in find-
ing the means of cfcape. Some of his friends took him 
unc!er their protecrion, and conveyed him into Lanca-
fhire; where he remained concealed during a tv.,relve~ 
month ; but he was at laft detected, delivered up to Ed-
ward, and thrown into the Towerm. The fafety of his 
perfon was owing lefs to the generofity of his enemies, 
than to the contempt which they had entertained of his 
courage and his underfranding. 

THE imprifonm~nt of Henry, the expulfion of Mar­
garet, the execution and confifcation of all the m oil: 
eminent Lancaftrians, fcemed to give full fecurity to 
Edward's government; whofe title by blood, being now 
recognized by parliament, and univeria.lly fubmitted to 
by the people, was no longer in danger of being im ... 
peached by any antagoni!l:. In this profperous fituation, 
the king delivered himfelf up, without controul, to thofe 
plcafures which his youth, his high fortune, and his na-

1 Mon!helet, vel, iii. P• 96. 
finem Sproti, 

VoL. Ill. 

m Hall, fol, Igt. Fragm. ad 

Q tural 
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c H .A P tural temper invitf'd him to enjoy; and the cares of 
XXIJ. d d h h d"ffi . f '---'v--' royalty were lefs atten e to, t an t e 1 1pat10n o 
1464. amufcmcnt, or the allurcmcnts of paffion. The cruel and 

unrelenting fpirit of Edward, though enured to the fero­

city of ci vil vvars, was at the fame time extremely devoted 

to the fo fter paili.ons, which, without mitigating his fe­

vcrc temper, m~ ;ntained a great influence over him, and 

!hared h is atta~hment with the purfuits of ambition, and 

the thirfi: of mili ta ry glory. During the prefent interval 

of peace, he lived in the moft familiar and fociable 
m:mn (?r with his fubjcets n, particularly with the Lon­

doners; and the beauty of his perfon, as well as the gal­

lantry of his addrefs, which, even unaffiil:ed by his royal 

digni ty 1 woulcl have rendered him acceptable to the fair, · 

facilitated all his appl!cations for their favour. This eafy 

a11d pleafurable courfe of life augmented every day his po­

pularity among alll'anks of men: He was the peculiar fa­

vourite of the young and gay of both fexes. The difpo­

:fbon of the Englifu, little adciictcd to jealou(v, kept 

them from taking umbrage at thefe liberties : And his 

indul gence in amufements, while it gratified his inclina­

tion, was thus become, without defign, a means of [up­

parting and fccunng his government. But as it is dif­

ficult to confine the ruling paffion within fi:rict rules of 

prudence, the amorous terr.per of Edwarcl led him into a 

fn ;1rc, which proved fatal to his repofe, and to the fiability 

of h:s thrcnc. 

Ki !12.'snm- ]AQYELINE OF LuXE ,1BOURG, dutchefs of Bedford, 
r.d,,; with had, after her h u!band's death, fo far facnficed her am­
t.l·· l d v 
i·1i z . b~ h bition to love, that fh~ efpo·1fed, in fecond marriage, Sir 

C r,\y. Richard \VooJeville, a pri\'<tte gentleman, to whom fbe 

bore fcveral children; and among the reff, Elizabeth, who 

was remarkable for the grace and beauty of her perfon, as 

w ell as fo~ other amiable accomplifhments. This young 

n Polyd. Virc;. p. )13· B: on~i. 

lady 
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ady had married Sir john Gray of Groby, by whom fhe c H A P. 

~ad children; and her hufband being ilain in the fecond ~ 
battle of St. Albans, fighting on the fide of Lancafier, 1464. 

and his efhte being for that reafon confifcated, his widow 
retired to live With her father, at his feat of Grafton in 
Nonhamptonfhire. , he king came accidentally to the 
houfe after a hunting party, in order to pay a vifit to the 
dutchefs of Bedford ; and as the occafion feemed favour-
able for obtaining fome grace from this gallant monarch, 
the young widow flung herfelf at his feet, and with many 
tears, entreated him to take pity on her impoverilhed 
and ddheffcd children. The fight of fo mi.tch beauty in 
affiiction ftrongly affected the amorous Edward; love ftole 
infenfibly into his heart under the guife of compaffion; 
and her forrow, fo becoming a vittuous matron, made his 
efiecm and regard quickly correfpond to his affection~ 

He raifed her from the ground with afturances of favour; 
he found his paffion encreafe every moment, by the con-
verf~tion of the amiable object; and he was foon reduced 
in his turn to the pofture and ftile of a fupplicaut at the 
feet of Elizabeth. But the iady, either averfe to difho-
.iwurablc love from a fenfe of duty, or perceiving that the 
impre.ffion, which fhe had made, was fo deep as to give 
her hopes of obtaining the highefl: elevation, obllinately 
refufed to gratify h" s paffion ; and all the .endearmcnt3, 
careffes, and importunities of the young and amiable Ed .. 
ward, proved fruitlefs againft her rigid and inRexible vir-
tue. His paffion, irritated by oppofition, and encreafed 
1:>y his vener~tion for fuch honourable feiltimcnts, carried 
him at l~fl: beyond all bounds of reafon; and he offered 
to {hare his throne, as well as his heart, with the woman, 
whofe beauty of perfon, and dignity of character feemed 
fo well to entitle her to both. The n1arriage was pri-
ately celebrated at Grafton o : The fecret was carefully 

kept . 
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c H A P. kept for fame time: No one fufpeCl:ed, that fo libertine a 
XXII. . • r h . 

"----v___.J prince could facr~hce 10 muc to a romant1c paffion: 

14f4. And there were in p:uticular firong reafv 1s, which at 

that time rendered this fiep, to the highefl: degree, dan­

gerous and imprudent. 
THE king, defirous to fecure his throne, as well hy 

the profpeCt of iffue, as by foreign alliances, had, a little 

before, determined to make application to fome neigh­

bouring princes ; and he had caft his eye on Bona of 

Savoy, fifter to the queen of France, who, he hoped 1 

would, by her marriage, enfure him the friendiliip of that 
power, which was alone both able and inclined to give 

fupport and affifrance to his rival. To render the nego­

ciation more fuccefsful, the earl of Warwic had been 

difpatched to Paris, where the princefs then refided; he 
had demanded Bona in marri:1ge for the king; his pro­

pofals had been accepted; the treaty was fully concluded; 

and nothing remained but the ratification of the terms 
agreed on, and the bringing over the princefs to Eng­
land P. But when the fecret of Edward's marriage broke 

out, the haughty earl, deeming himfelf affronted, both 

by being €mp1oyed in this fruitlefs negociation, and by 
being kept a firanger to the king's intentions, who had 

owed every thing to his friendlhip, immediately returned 
to England, inflamed with rage and indignation. The 
influence of paffion over fo young a man as Edward, 
might have ferved as an excufe for his imprudent con­

duct, had he deigned to acknowledge his error, or had 

pleaded his weaknefs as an apology: But his faulty iliame 

or pride prevented him from fo much as mentioning the 
Wa ·vie matter toW arwic ; and that nobleman was allowed to de­
clifgnfted, part the court, full of the fame ill-humour and difcontentJ 

which he brought to it. 

P Hall, fol. 193• Habington, p. 431• Holingfhed, p. 667. Grafton, 

p. 66$• Polyd. Virg. P• 513, 
EVERY 
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EvERY incident now tended to widen the breach be- C H A P. 
XXIT. 

tween the king and this powerful fubjecr. The queen,~ 
who lofl: not her influence by marriage, was equally foli- · 1466. 

citous to draw every grace and favour to her O\Vn friends 
and kindred, and to exclude thofe of the earl, whom fhe 
regarded as her mortal enemy. Her father was created earl 
of Rivers : He was made treafurer in the room of lord 
Mountjoy q: He was inve£l:ed in the office of con-
fl:able for life; and his fon received the furvivance of that 
high dignity r. The fame young nobleman was married 
to the only daughter of lord Scales, enjoyed the great 
efl:ate of that family, and had the title of Scales conferred 
upon him. Catherine, the queen's fifl:er, was married to 
the young duke of Buckingham, who was a ward of the 
crowns : Mary, another of her fifl:ers, efpoufed William 
Herbert, created earl of Huntingdon : Anne, a third fifrer, 
was given in marriage to the fon and heir of Grey, lord 
Ruthyn, created earl of Kent t. The daughter and heir 
of the duke of Exeter, who was alfo the king's niece~ 
was contraCted to Sir Thomas Gray, one of the queen's 
fons by her former hufband; and as lord Montague was 

. treating of a marriage between his fon and this lady, the 
preference given to young Gray was deemed an injury 
and affront to the whole family of N evil. 

THE earl of Warwic could not fuffer with patience the 
]eafl: diminution of that credit, which he had long en­
joyed, and which, he thought, he had merited by fuch 
important fervices. Though he had received fo many 
grants from the crown, that the revenue arifing from them 
amounted, befides his patrimonial efl:ate, to 8o,ooo crowns 
a-year, according to the computation of Philip de Co­
mines u; his ambitious fpirit was £till di!fatisficd, fo long 

q W. Wyrcefter, p. 506, 

' W. Wyrcefter, P• ,SOS• 

u Liv. 3• clup. 4• 

r Rymer, vol. xi. p. sSx. 
t Ibid. P• so6, 
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c 5fxt. P. as he faw others furpafs him in authority and influence 
~with the king w. Edward alfo, jealous of that power 
- 7166• which had ·fupportcd him, and which he himfelf had con-

tributed frill higher to exalt, was well pleafed to ~aife up 
rivals in credit to the earl of Warwic; and he jufi:ified, 
by this political view, his extreme partiality to the queen's 
kindred. But the nobility of England, ~nvying the fud~ 
den growth of the \V oodevilles x, were more incline.d t~ 
~ake part with Warwic's difcontent, to whofe grandeur 
they were already accufio~ed, and who had reconciled 
them to his fuperiority by his gracious ;1nd popl.llar man~ 
ners •. And as Edward obtained from parliament a gene­

ral rcfumption of all grants, which ~e had m~dc fince his 
acceffion, and which had extremely impoverifhed the 
crown r; this act) though it paffc~ with fome exceptions, 
particularly one in favour of the earl of W.arwic, gave a 
general alarm to the nobility, and difguftcd many, even 
zealous, partizans of the family of York. 
' BuT the mofi confiderable aflociate, that Warwic ac­
quired to his party, w;s George, duke of Claren~e, the 
king's fecond brother. This prince qeemcd himfelf no 
lefs injured than the other grandecs, by the uncontrouled 
influence of the queen and her relations; and as his for­
tunes were frill left on a precarious footing, while th~irs 
were fully efi:abliihed, this negleCt:, joined to his unquie~ 
and refi:lefs fpirit, inclined him to give countenance to al~ 
the malcontents i. The favoura~le opportunity of gain­
ing him was efpied by the earl ofWarwic, who offered him 
in marriage his elder daughter, and CO·-hcir of his immenfC: 
fortunes; a fettlement which, as it was fupcrior to any 
that the king himfelf could confer upon him, immediately 
fi!ttached him to the pa~tyof the earl a. Thus anextenfivean 

w Poly4 1 Virg. p. 5:14. x Hill:. Crpyl, cont., P• 539• 
y W. Wyrcefier, p. se~. z Crafton, R 673. 
a W. Wyrcefter, p. 5u. Hall, fol, 200. Habi~gtvn, p. 439• {{oiling 

~d, I'• 671. Polyd. Virg. p. 5U• . • . 
~ •. ~angerous 

• 
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.dangerous combination was infenlib1y formed ao-ainfi Ed- c H A P. 

d d h
. . ·Jl. Th l h . o n XXII. 

war an ts mminry. oug 1 t c Immediate objeu of "-:-v---' 
the malcontents was not to overturn the throne, it was 1466, 

difficult to forefee the extremities, to which they might 

be carried : And as oppofition to government v:<.s ufuully 
in thofe ages profccuted by force \of arms, civil convul-

fions and Jiforders were likely to be foon the reful: qf 
thefe intrigues ancl confeder~cics. 

WHILE this cloud was gathering at home, Edward A!Iiance 
. d . . d d . with the 

carne hts v1ews abroad, and en eavoure to fecure htm- du:.;.e of 

felf againft his t~Clious nobility, by entering into foreign Burgundy, 

alliances. The dark and dan:::erous ambition of Louis 

XI. the more it was known, the greater alarm it excited 

amo .g his neighbours and vaflals ; and as it was [up-

port d by great abilities, and unrefirained by any princi-

ple of faith or humanity, they found no fecurity to them-

felves but by a jealous combination againfl: him. Philip, 

duke of Burgundy, W:!S now dead: Hfs rich ar.d cxtenfive 

dominions were devo1vcJ to Charles, h!s cnly fon, who[e 

martial difpofition acquired him the firname of Bold, 

and whofe ambition, m01e outrageous th::.n that of Le\.\ j.,, 
but feconded by lcfs power aru:I policy, was regarded with 

a more favourable eye by the other potentates of Europe. 

The oppofition of intereil:s, ar:d Hill more, a natural an-

tipathy of charaB:cr, produced a declared animofity be-

tween thefe bad princes; and Edward was thus fccU1e 

of the fincere attachment of either of them, for whom he 

fuould chufe to declare himfelf. The duke of Burgun-

dy, being defcended by his mother, a daughter of Por-

tugal, from John of Gaunt, was naturally inclined to 

favour the houfe of Lancafrer b: But this confideration 

was eafily overbalanced by political motives; and Ch-arles, 

perceiving the inter fis of that houfe to be extremely de-

a ed in England, fent over his natural . brother, cqm ... 

l1 Comines, liv. 3· chap. 4· 6, 

q_t ~ on!y; 
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c H A P. manly called the bafl:ard of Burgundy, to carry in his 
~name propofals of marriage to Margaret, the king's !ifier. 

1466. The alliance of Burgundy was more popular among the 
Engliih than that of France; the commercial interefts 
of the two nations invited the princes to a clofe union; 
their common jealoufy of Lewis was a natural cement 

J46S. between them; and Edward, pleafed with fl:rengthening 
himfelf by fo potent a confederate, foon concluded the 
alliance, and befl:owed his !ifrer upon Charles c. A 

league, which Edward at the fame time concluded with 
the duke of Britanny, feemed both to encreafe his fecu­
rity, and to open to him the profpetl: of rivalling his pre­
cleceifors in thofe foreign conq uefl:s, which, however 
{hort-lived and unprofitable, had rendered their reigns fQ 
popular and illuftrious d. 

1469. BuT whatever ambitious fchemes the king might have 
built on thefe alliances, they were foon frufl:rated by in­
teftine commotions, which engroifed all his attention .. 
Thefe diforders probably arofe not immediately from the 
intrigues of the earl of Warwic, but from accident, aid­
ed by the turbulent fpirit of the age, by the general hu­
mour of difcontcnt which that popular nobleman h4d 
infi:illed into the nation, and perhaps by fome remains 

Jnrurreaion of attachment to the houfe of Lancafi:er. The hofpital 
in York- f S L d' Y k h d . d fi . thire, o t. eonar s near or· a receive , rom an ancient 

grant of king Athelfiane, a right of levying a thrave of 
corn upon every plough-land in the county; and as thefe 
charitable efl:ablilhments are liable to abufe, the country 
people complained, that the revenue of the hofpital was 
no longer expended for the relief of the poor, but was fe­
Cletcd by the managers, and employed to their private 
purpofes. After long repining at the contribution, they 

~ Hall, fol, t6g. 197• 
Bift, vol, ii. P• 33Z• 

4 W. Wyrcefter, p. 5• Parliament. 

refuf~d 
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rc:fufed payment: Ecclefiafl:ical and civil cenfures wereC H .1\ P. 

ilfued againfr them: ,.fheir goods were difirained, and~~ 
their perfons thrown into jail : Till, as their ill-humour 1469. 

daily encreafed, they rofe in arms; fell upon the officers 
of the hofpital, whom they put to the fworcl; and pro-
ceeded in a body, fifteen thoufand firong, to the gates of 
York. Lord Montague, who commanded in thofe parts, 
oppofed himfelf to their progrefs; and having been fo 
fortunate in a lkirmi!h as to feize Robert Hulderne their 
leader, he ordered him immediately to be led to execu-
tion; according to the pratl:ice of the times. The 
rebels, however, fi:ill continued in arms; and being foon 
headed by men of greater difiinCl:ion, Sir Henry Nevil, 
fon of lord Latimer, and Sir John Coniers, they ad-
vanced fouthwards, and began to appear formidable to 
government. Herbert, cad of Pembroke, who had re-
ceived that title on the forfeiture of J afper Tudor, was 

. ordered by Edward to march againfi: them at the head of 
a body of \VeHhmen; and he was joined by five thoufand 
archers under the command of Stafford, earl of Dcvon­
fhire, who had fucceeded in that title to the family of 
Courtney, which had alfo been attainted. But a trivial 
difference about quarters having begotten an animo.fity be­
tween thefe two noblemen, the earl of Devonihire retired 
with his krchers, and left Pembroke alone to encounter 
the rebels. The two armies approached each other near Battle of 

Banbury; and Pembroke, having prevailed in a fkirmifh, Banbury, 

and having taken Sir Henry Ncvil prifoner, ordered him 
immediately to be put to death, without any form of pro-
cefs. This execution enraged, witqout terrifying, the 
rebels: They attacked the WeHh army, routed them, ~6th JJ!y. 

put them to the fword without mercy; and having feized 
Pembroke, they took immediate revenge upon him for 
the death of their leader. The king, imputing this rnif-
fort~ne to the earl of Devonlhire, who had deferted Pem-

broke, 
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C H A P. broke, ordered him to be executed in a Ji, e fummary 
XXii. . 
~manner. But thefe fpeed y exf c l, r! O .s, or rather open 

1.46,, murders, did not ftup there : The no J h""rn rebds, fend-: 

ing a party to Grafton, f ized the earl et Rivers and !1is 
fon John ; men who had become obnoxious by their 

near relation to the king and h•s partiality towards them~ 

And they were immediately executed by orders from Sir 

John Coniers e. 

THERE is no part of Engliih hifiory fince the Con. 

quefi, fo obfcure, fo uncertain, fo little authentic or 

confifl:ent, as that of the wars between the two Rofes : 

Hifl:orians differ about many material circumftances; fome 

events of the utmofi confequence, in which they almofl: 

all agree, are incredible and contradicted by records f; 

and it is remarkable, that this profound darknefs falls 

upon us juft on the eve of the reftoration of letters, and 

when the art of Printing was already known in Europe. 

All we can difl:ingui{h with certainty through the deep 

cloud, which covers that period, is a.fcene of horror and 

bloodfued, favage manners, arbitrary executions, and 

treacherous, di!honourable conduct in all parties. 'There 

is no poffibility, for infiance, of accounting for the views 

and intentions of the earl of Warwic at this time. It is 

agreed, that he refided, together with his fon-in-law~ 

the duke of Clarence, in his government Qf Calais, dur­

ing the commencement of this rebellion; and that hi~ 

brother l\1ontague acted with vigour againft the northern 

rebels. We may thence prefume, that the infurrection 

had not proceeded from the fecret counfels and infi:igation 

of Warwic; though the murder, committed by the re ... 

bels, on the earl of Rivers, his capital enemy, forms, 011 

the other hand, a violent prefumption againft him. He 
and Clarence came over to England, offered their fervice 

to Edward, were received without any fufpicion, were 

c Fabian1 fol, 217. f See note (I] at the end of the volume. 

entrufts 
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ntrufi:ed by him in the higbeft commands g' and Rill per- C H 

fevered in their fidelity: Soon after, we find the rebels~ 
quieted and difperfed by a general pardon granted by Ed- J_f 

ward from the advice of the earl ofWarwic: But why fo 
courageous a prince, if fecure 9fWarwic's fidelity, fhould 
pave granted a general pardon .tq men? who had bee!\ 
guilty of fuch violent and perfonal outrages againft him) 
is not intelligible; nor why that nobleman, if unfaithfu 1, 
fhould have endeavoured to appeafe a rebellion, of which 
he was able to make fuch advantages. But it appears, 
that, after this infurre~ion, there was an interval of 
peace, during wqich the king loaded the family of Nevil 
with honours and favours of the highefi: nature: He mada 
lord Montague a lVIarq uefs, by the f').me name : He cre-
ated his fon, Georgc, duke of Bedford h : He publicly 

.declared his intention of marrying that young nobleman 
to his eldefi: daughter, Elizabeth, who, as he had yet no 
fons, was prefumptive heir of the crown: Yet we find, 
that, foo~ after, being invited to a feafr by the archbifhop 
of York, a y~unger brother of W arwic and l\1ontaguc, 
he entertained a fudden fufpicion, that they intended to 

feize his perfon or to murder him: And he abruptly left 
the entertainment i. 

SooN after, there broke out another rebellion, which 147~ 
is as unaccountable as all the preceding events ; chiefly 
beca~fe no fufficient reafon is affigned for it, and becaufe, 
fo far as appears, the family of Nevil had no hand in ex-
~iting and fomenting it. It arofe in Lincolnfhire, and 
was headed by Sir Robert vVelles, fon to the lord of that 
name. The army of the rebels amounted to 30,00Q 

men; but lord \\T elles himfelf, far from giving counte• 
J]ance to them, fled into a fanCl:uary, in order to fecure 

g Rymer, vol. xi. p. 647• 6~9· 650. 
f 'gm, Ed, IV, ad fin, Sprotti, 

lt Cottop, P• 70:, 

hi 
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c 1-I A l'. his perfon againft the king's anger or fufpicions. He was 

~allured from this retreat by a promife of fafety; and was 

1470. foon after, notwithfranding this affurance, beheaded, 
along with Sir Thomas Dymoc, by orders from Ed-

~3 hMarch. ward k• The king fought a battle with the rebels, de­
feated them, took Sir Robert W elles and Sir Thomas 
Launde prifoners, and ordered them immediately to be 

beheaded. 
EnWARD, during thefe tranfaB:ions, had entertained 

{o little jealoufy of the earl of Warwic or duke of Cla­
rence, that he fent them with commiffions of array to 
levy forces againft the rebels t : But thefe malcontents, 
as foon as they left the court, raifed troops in their own 

name, iffued declarations againfl: the government, and 
complained of grievances, oppreffions, and bad minifi:ers. 
The unexpeCted defeat of Welles difconcerted all their 
meafures; and they retired northwards into Lancalhire, 

where they expected to be joined by lord Stanley, who 

Warwicand had married the earl of Warwic's fifl:er. But as that no-
Ciarence ba- d ll . 
nifhed, bleman refufe a concurrence With them, and as lord 

Montague alfo remained quiet in Yorkfhire; they were 
obliged to difband their army, and to fly into Devonfhire, 
where they embarked and made fail towards Calais m. 

THE deputy-governor, whom Warwic had left at 
Calais, was one Vaucler, a Gafcon, who feeing the 
earl return in this miferabJe condition, refufed him ad .. 

rnittance; and would not fo much as permit the dutchefs 

of Clarence to land; though, a few days before, ihe 

had been delivered on £hip-board of a fan, and was at 

that time exlremely difordered by ficknefs. With diffi-

k Hall, fol. ~04. Fabrian, fol. 2.18. Habington, P• 442. Hollingfl1ed, 

r· 674· 1 Rymer, vol. xi. p. 652. 
m The king offered by proclamation a teward of 1000 pounds, or JOt!> 

pounds a year io lanil, to any that would feize them. 'Whence we may learn 

that land was at that time fold for about ten year~ purchafe. See Rymer, 

vol. xi, P• 6 54• 
culty, 
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cul ty, he would allow a few flaggons of wine to be car- C H A P. 
. xxn. 

ried to the fhip for the ufe of the lad1es : But as he was a~ 
man of fagacity, and well acquainted with the revolu- 147°• 

tions to which England was fubjetl:, he fecretly apolo-
gized to Warwic for this appearance of infidelity, and 
reprefented it as proceeding entirely from zeal for his fer-
vice. He faid, that the fortrefs was ill fupplied with pro-
vifions; that he could not depend on the attachment ot 
the garrifon ; that the inhabitants, who lived by the Eng-
lifh commerce, would certainly declare for the efiabli!hed 
government ; that the place was at prefent unable to refifl: 
the power of England on the one hand, and that of the 
duke of Burgundy on the other; and that, by feeming to 
declare for Edward, he would acquire the confidence of 
that prince, and frill keep it in his power, when it 
fhould become fafe and prudent, to refiore Calais to 
its ancient mafl:er R• It is uncertain, whether Warwic 
was fatisfied with this apology, or fufpetl:ed a double in-
fidelity in Vaucler; but he feigned to be entirely con-
vinced by him; and having feized fome Flemifh vefiels, 
which he found lying off Calais, he immediately made 
fail towards France. 

THE king of France, uneafy at the clofe conjunc­
tion between Edward and the duke of Burgundy, re­
ceived with the greateft demonfhations of regard the 
unfortunate Warwic o, with whom he had formerly 
maintained a fecret correfpondence, and whom he hoped 
frill to make his infirument, in overturning the govern­
ment of England, and re-efiablilhing the houfe of Lan­
cafier. No animofity was ever greater than that which 
had long prevailed between that houfe and the earl of 
\Varwic. His father had been executed by orders from 
Margaret: He himfelf had twice reduced Henry to cap-

n Comines, liv. 3• cap. 4• Hall, fol. zcs. o Polyd. Virg, 
P• 519. 

tivity, 
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:X~. P. tivity, had banilhed the queen; had put to death all the(i 
~ mofi: zealous partizans either in the field or on the fcaf-

•t10· fold, and had occafioned innumerable ills to that un­

happy family. For this reafon, believing tha·t fucli 

inveterate rancour could never admit of any cordial re­

conciliation, he had not mentioned Henry's name, when 
he took arms againfl: Edward ; and he rather cn.deavoured

1 

to p"revail by means of his own adherents, than revive a 

party, which he fincerely hated. But his prefent di­
ftreffes and the entreaties of Lewis, made him hearken 

to terms of accommodation; and Margaret being fent 
for from Angers, where lhe then refided, an agreement 

was from common intercfl: foon concluded between them. 

t was fiipulated, that Warwic fh.ould eCpoufe the caufe 

of Henry~ and endeavour to rcftore him to liberty and 
. ' 1 

· o re-efrablilh him on the throne; that the adminifha_. 

tion of the government, during t 1e minority of )'oung 

Edward, Henry's fan, fhould be cntruficd conjointly to 

tiie earl of Warwic and the duke of Clarence; the<t 
prince Edward lhould marry the lady Anne, fecond 
daughter of that nobleman ; and that the crown, in cafe 
of the failure of male iifue in b1at prince, fhould cle­

fcend to the duke of Clarence, to the ei1tirc cJ:clufion of 

king Edward and his pofterity. Never was confederacy, 

on aJl fides, lefs natural or more evidently the work of 

neceffity,: But \Varwic hoped, that all former paffions 
of the Lancafrrians might be loft in prcfent political 

views; and that at worfr, the independant power of his 

family, and the affections of the people, would fuffice to 
give him fecurity, and enable him to exaCt the full per­

formance of all the conditions agreed on. The marriage 
of prince Edward with the lady Anne was immediately 

~elebrated in France. 
EDWARD forefaw, that it would be eafy to diifolve 

an alliance, compofcd of fuch difcordant parts. For 
this-
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this purpofe, he fent over a lady of great fagacity and c H A P. 

XXII. addrefs, who belonged to the train · of the dutchefs of '--v---1 
Clarcn~e, and who, under colour of attending her mi- 147o. 

:firefs, was empowered to negociate with the duke, and 

to renew the connexions of that prince with his own 

family P. She reprefented to CJarence, that he had un-
warily, to his own ruin, become the in£hument of War-

wic's vengeance, and had thrown himfelf entirely in the 

power of his mofi: inveterate enemies; that the mortal 
injuries, which the one royal family had fuffered from 

the other, were now pa!t all forgivenefs, and no imagi-
nary union of interefrs could ever fuffice to obliterate 
them; that even if the leaders were willing to forget 
pafi: offences, the animofity of their adherents would pre-

vent a fincere coalition of parties, and would, in fpite 

of all temporary and verbal agreements, prcfcrve an 
eternal oppofition of meafures between them ; and that a 
prince, who deferted his own kindred, and joined the 
murderers of his father, left himfelf fingle, without 
friends, without protection, and would not, when miC-
fortunes inevitably tell upon him, be fo much as entitled 
to any pity or regard from the refr of mankind. CJa-

rence was on] y one anc.l twenty years of age, and feems 
to have poffdfed but a flcnder capacity; yet could he 

eafily fee the force of thcfe reafons; and upon the pro-

mife of forgivenefs from his brother, he fecretly engaged, 

on a favourable opportunity, to defert the earl of Warwic, 
and abandon the Lancafi:rian party. 

DuRING this negociation, Warwic was fccretly carry­
ing on a correfpondence of the fame nature with his 

brother, the marquefs of Montague, who was entirely 
tru Hcd by Edward ; and like motives produced a like re­
folution in that nobleman. The marquefs alfo, that he 
might render the proj-.. Cl:ed blow the more deadly and 

l' Comines, liv. 3• chap. 5• Hail, fol. zc7. Holin~lbed, p. 675• 

incurable, 
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C H A P. incurab]e, refolved, on his fide, to watch a favourable 
XXII. . r · · z · c. d n·11 · '--v---' opportumty 10r comm1ttmg ms perndy, an n1 to mam-

147o. tain the appearance of beirtg a zealous adherent to the 

houfe of York. 
AFTER thefe mutual fnares were thus carefully laid; 

the decifion 0f the quarrel advanced apace. Lewis pre­

pared a fleet to efcort the earl of Warwic, and granted 

him a fupply of men and money q• The duke of Bur­

gundy, on the other hand, ertraged at that nobleman for 

his feizure of the Fkmiili veffels before Calais, and anxi­

ous to fupport the reigning family in England, with 

whom his own i .terefis were now conncCled, fitted out a 

larger fleet, with which he guarded the Channel ; and he 

ince!fantly warned his brother-in-law of the imminent 

perils, to which he was cxpofed. But Edward, though 

always brave and often active, had little forefight or 

penetration. He was not fenfible of his danger: He 
made no fuitable preparations againfi the earl of War­

wic r: He even faid, that the duke might fpare himfelf 

the tmuble of guarding the feas, and that he wi!hed for 

nothing more than to fee \Varwic [et foot on Englifh 

ground s. A vain confidence in his own prowefs, joined 

to the immoderate lo.ve of pleafurc, had made him inca­

pable of all found reafon and refl~B:ion. 

!ieptember. THE event foon happened, of which Edward feemed 
Warwic and fo defirous. A fiorm difperfed the Flemifh navy, and 
Clarence re-
turn, left the fea open to W arwic t. That nobleman feized 

' the opportunity, and fetting fail, qnickly landed at 

Dartmouth, with the duke of Clarence, the earls of Ox­

ford and Pembroke, and a fmall body of troops ; while 

the king was in the north, engaged in fuppreffing an in­

furreB:ion, which had been railed by lord Fitz-Hugh1 

q Comine~, 1iv, 3• chap. 4· Hall, fol. ?-07• 
' Comine<, liv. 3• chap. 5• Hall, fol. 2.o8• 

chap. 5• 

r Gra(ton, p. 687. 

t Comines, liv. 3• 

brother-

t 
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brother-in-law to Warwic. The fcene, which enfues, c H A P. 

refembles more the fiction of a poem or romance than an~ 
event in true hifiory. The prodigious popularity of J.ti 0 • 

Warwic u, the zeal of the Lancafirian party, the fpirit 
of difcontent with which many were infetl:ed, and the 

general infiability of the Engliih nation, occafioned by 
the late frequent revolutions, drew fuch multitudes to his 

Randard, that, in a very few days, his army amounted 
to fixty thoufand men, and was continually encreafing. 

Edward hafiened fouthwards to encounter him; and the 
two armies approached each other near Nottingham, 
where a decifive atl:ion was every hour. expecred. 'rhe 
rapidity of \Varwic's progrefs had incapacitated the duke 
of Clarcnce from executing his plan of treachery; and 
the marq ucfs of Montague had here the opportunity of 
:!hiking the fid1 blow. He communicated the ddign to 
his adherents, who promifed him their concurrence: 
They took to arms in the nig,ht-timc, and tafiened with 
loud acclamations to Eclward's quarters : The king 
was alarmed at the noifc, and fiarting from bed, heard 
the cry of war, ufually employed by the Lane, firian 

party. tord Hafiings, his chamberlain, informed him 
of the danger, and urged him to make his efcape by 
fpeedy flight from an army, where he had fo many con­
cealed enemies, and where fc\·.• feemcd zcaloufly attached 

to his fervice. He had jufi time to get on horfeback, and 
to hurry with a fmall retinue to Lynne in Norfolk, 
where he luckily found fomc fhips ready, on board of 
which he infiantly embarked w. And after this manner, Edwarcl rv. 
the earl ~f \Varwic, in no longer fpace than eleven days expdl~:d. 
after his firfi landing, was left entire mafler of the king-
dom. · 

BuT Edward's danger did not end with his embarka­

tion. The Eafierlings or I:bnfe-Towns were then r.t 

n Hall, fol. ?.CS• w Ccminfs, li\·, 3· d.a_r. 5• Hill, fvl. zc8. 

VoL. liT. R war 
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c J..J A P. war both with France and England; and fome :lhips o( 

~~ thefe people, hovering on the Engliih coaft, efpied the 

1470. king's veffels, and gave chace to them ; nor was it with­
out extreme difficulty that he made his e(cape into the 

port of Alcmaer in Holland. He had fled from England 

with (uch precipitation, that he had carried nothing of 

value along with him; and the only reward, which he 

could befrow on the captain of the veffel that brought 

him over, was a robe lined with fables; promi!ing him 

an ample recompence, if fortune fhould ever become 

more propitious to him x. 
IT is not likely, that Edward could be very fond of 

prcfenting himfelf in this lamentable plight before the 

duke of Burgundy; and that having fo fuddenly, after 

his mighty vaunts, lofr all footing in his own kingdom, 

he could be infenfible to the ridicule which mufl: attend 

him in the eyes of that prince. The duke, on his part, 

was no lefs embarraffed how he fhould receive the de­

throned monarch. As he had ever borne a greater af­

feB:ion to the houfe of Lancafier than to that of York, 

nothing but political views had engaged him to contraCl 

an alliance with the latter; and he forefaw, that pro· 

bably the revolution in England would now turn this 

alliance againfr him, and render the reigning family his 

implacable and jealous enemy. For this reafon, when 

the firfi rumour of that event reached him, attended with 

the circumfiance of Edward's death, he feemed rathe1 

pleafed with the catafirophe; and it was no agreeable dif. 

appointment to find, that he muft either undergo the 

burthen of fupporting an exiled prince, or the difuonouJ 

of abandoning fo near a relation. He began already to 

fay, that his connexions were with the kingdom of Eng· 
land, not with the king; and it was indifFerent to him. 
whether the name of Edward or that of Henry were 

x Con:ines, liv. 3• chap. 5• 

employed 
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kmployed in the articles of treaty. Thefe fentiments were C H A P, 

continually fl:rengthencd by the fubfequentevents. V aucler, ~ 
the deputy governor of Calais, though he had been con- r47o, 

firmed ih his comtn<ind by Edward, and had even received 

a p·enfioh from the duke of Burgundy on account of his 

fidelity to the crown, no fooner faw his old m after, Vi ar-

wic, reinftated in authority, than he declared for him, 

and with great demonfl:rations of zeal ar1d attachment, 

put the whole garrifort in his livery. And the intelli-

gence, Which the duke received every day frotn England, 

feemetl to promife an entire and full fettlernent in the 

family of Lancafl:er, 
lMME!HATEL Y after Edward's flight had left tlie king- Henry vr~ 

clom at Warwic's difpofal, that nobleman haftened to reftored, 

London; and taking Henry from his confinement in the 

Tower, into which he himfelf had been the chief caufe 
• bf throwing hirrt, he proclaimed him king with great 

folemnity. A parliament was fummoned, in the name 

of that prilice, to meet at Weftminfl:er; and as this 

affembly could pretend to no liberty, while furrounded 

by fuch enraged and infolent vitl:ors, governed by fuch 

an impetuous fpjrit as \Varwic, their votes were entirely 

diB:atcd by the ruling faction. The treaty with Mar­

garet was here fully executed: Henry was recognized as 

lawful kirtg; but his. incapacity for government being 

avowed, the regency was entrufl:ed to \Varwic and Cla:­

rence till tHe majority of prince Edward; and in default 

of that prince's iifue; Clarence was declared fuccefior to 
the crown. The ufual bufmefs alfo of reverfals went on 

without oppofition: Every fl:atute, made during the reign 

of Edward, was repealed; that prince was declared to 
be an ufurper; he and his adherents w~re attainted ; and 

in particular, Richard duke of Glocefrer, his younger 

}.Hother :- All the attainders of the Lancallrians, the d ukei 

4>f iomerfet-.and_ Exeter, the earl11 of Richmond, Pem-
R l ~roke, 
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c H A P.broke, Oxford, and Ormond, were reverfed; and every 
~one was reftored, who had lofl: either honours or fortune, 

1470. by his former adherence to the caufe of Henry. 

THE ruling party were more fparing in their execu• 
tions, than was ufual after any revolution during thofe 
violent times. 'I'he only viCl:im of difiinCl:ion was John 

Tibetot, earl of Worcefter. This accomp1i£hed perfon, 
born in an age and nation where the nobility valued 
themfelves on ignorance as their privilege, and left learn­

ing to monks and fchoolmafters, for whom indeed the 

fpurious erudition, that prevailed, was beft fitted, had 
been ftruck with the firft rays of true fci~nce, which be­

gan to penetrate from the fouth, and had been zealous,. 
by his exhortation and example, to propagate the love of 

letters among his unpoli!hed countrymen. It is pretend­

ed, that knowledge had not produced, on this nobleman 

himfelf, the effeCl: which fo naturally attends it, of hu­
manizing the temper, and foftening the heart r; and that 
he had enraged the Lancaftrians againft him, by the fe­
verities which he exercifed upon them, during the p~e­
valence of his own party. He endeavoured to conceal 
himfelf after the flight of Edward; but was caught on 

the top of a tree in the foreit of Weybridge, was con­
duCl:ed to London, tried before the earl of Oxford, con­

demned and executed. All the other confiderable 

Yorkifts either Red beyond fea, or took lhelter in fanB:u­

aries ; where the ecclefiaftical privileges afforded them. 

protetl:ion. In London alone, it is computed, that no 

lefs than 2000 perfons faved themfelves in this manner z; 

and among the reft, Edward's queen, who was there 

delivered of a fon, called by his father's name a. 

QyEEN l\1argaret, the other rival queen, had not yet 
~ppeared in England, but on receiving intelligence of 

Y Hall, fol. uo. 
a Hall, fol, 1-JO, 

P• 6go, 

Stowe, p. 42.2. 

Stowe, p, 4~3· 
z Comines, liv, 3• chap. 7• 

Holing(hed, P• 677. Grafton; 

'\Vf\rwic's 



EDWARD IV. 

\-Varwic's fuccefs, was preparing with prince Edward C H A P. 

for her journey. All the banifhed Lancafirians Rocked~ 
to her ·; and among the refi, the duke of Somerfet, fon 1470. 

of the duke beheaded after the battle of Hexham. This 

nobleman, who had long been regarded as the head of 
the party, had Red into the Low Countries on the dif­

comfiture of his friends; and as he concealed his name 
and quality, he had there langui£hed in extreme indi-
gence. Philip de Comines tells us b, that he himfelf 

faw him, as well as the duke of Exeter, in a condition 

no better than that of a common beggar; till being dif-

covered by Philip duke of Burgundy, they had fmall 
penfions allotted them, and were living in filence and 

obfcurity, w en the fuccefs of their party called them 

from their retreat. But both Somerfet ami Margaret 

were detained by contrary winds from reaching Eng-
land c, till a new revolution in that kingdom, no lefs 

fudden and furprifing than the former, threw them in· 
to greaf

1
cr mifery than that from which they had jufl: 

emerged. 
THOUGH the duke of Burgundy, by negleCting Ed­

ward, and paying court to the efiabliilied government, 
had endeavoured to conciliate the friendfhip of the Lan­
cafirians, he found that he had not fucceeded to his 
wifh; and the connexions between the king of France 
and the earl of vVarwic, frill held him in great anxiety d. 

This nobleman, too hafiily regarding Charles as a de­

termined enemy, had fent over to Calais a body of 4000 

men, who made inroads into the Low Countries e; and 

the duke of Burgundy faw himfelf in danger of being 

overwhelmed by the united arms of England and of France. 
He refol ved therefore to grant fome a:ffifiance to his 
brother-in-law; but in fuch a covert manner, as fhould 

b Liv. 3• chap. 4• 

cl Hall, fol. 205. 

c Grafton, p. 6g~. Polyd, Virg. P• $11• 
e Ccmines, liv, 3• chap. 6. 
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C H A P. give the leafl: ofFence poffiblc to the Engli!h government. 
XXIT. . 
~He equipped four large veffels, in the nar11e of fome pn-

'471· va~e merchants, at Terveer in Zeala~d; and caufing 
fourteen fhips to be fecret1y hired from the Eafierlings, 
he delivered this fmall fquadron to Edward, who, receiv~ 
ing alfo a fum of money f-rom the duke, immediately fet 
fail for England. No fooner was Charles informed of 
his departure, than he iffued a proc1amatipn inhibiting 

all his fubjecrs from giving him c~:mntenp.nce or affifi­
ancc f; an artifice which could not deceive the earl of 
Warwic, but which might fervc as· a decent pretence, if 
that nobleman were fo difpofed, for maintaining friend: 
fuip with the duke of Burgundy. 

Enw ARD, impatient to tak~ revenge on his enemies~ 
and to recover his loft authority, made an attempt to land 
w!th his forces, which exceeded n~t 2QOO metJ, on the 
coafr of Norfolk; but being there rcpulfcJ, he failed 
.northwards, and difembarked at Raven/pur i~1 York-

~sthMarch. fuire. Finding, that the new magifirates, who had been 
:Edward IV • . d b h 1 f "CV . k h ] returns. appotnte y t e ear o v arvnc, ·cpt t e peop e 

every where from joining him, he pretended, and eve11 
made oath, !hat he came not to challenge the crown, 
put only the inheritance of the houfc of York, which of 
right belonged to him, and thttt he did not intend to 

difiurb the peace of the kingdom. His partizans every 
moment Rocked to his :llandard : He was admitted into 
~he city of York: And he wa$ foon in fuch a fituation, 
as gave him hopes of fucceeding ·in all his claims and 
pretenftons. The marquis of .Niontague commanded in 
the northern counties ; but fro\n fome myfl:erious reafons, 
which, as well as many other important tranfacrions in 
that age, no hifiorian has cleared up, he totally neglect­
ed the beginnings of an infurrecrion, which he ought 
to have e.fleemed fo formidable. '\V arwic affembled ~11 

~ Comines, liv. 3· chap. 6, 

army 
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~rmy at Leicefl:er, with an intention of meeting and QfC H A P. 

giving battle to the enemy; but Edward, by taking an-~ XX~ 
other road, paffed him unmolefied, and prefented himfelf 1

47
1

• 

before the gates of London. Had he here been refufed 

admittancr, he was totally undone: But there were many 

reafons, yvhic:h inclined the citizens to favour him. 

His numerous friends, iffuing from their fanctuaries, 

were active in his caufe; many rich m~rchants, who had 

formerly Jent him money, faw no other chance for their 

payment b~t his re!toration ; the city-dames, who had 
been liberal of their favours to him, and who frill re-
tained an affection for this young and gailante prince, 
fwayed their hufbands and friends in his favour g; and 
above all, the archbifhop of York, W arwic's brother, 
to whom the care of the city was committed, had 
fecretly, from unknown reafons, entered into a corre- hA •1 . ut rn. 
fpondence with him; and he facilitated Edward's admif-

fion in~o Lond9n. 'I"he moft likely caufe, which can 

be affigned for thofe multiplied infidelities, even in the 

family of Nevil itfelf, is the fpirit of faction, which, 
when it becomes inveterate, it is very difficult for any man 

tmtirely to £hake off. Thefe perfons, who had long difiin-

guilhed themfelves in the York party, were unable to 
act with ?-eal and cordiality for the f1:1pport of the Lan­
cafl:rians; and they were inclined, by any profpeB: of fa-

vour or accommodation offered them by Edward, to return 
to their ancient connexions. However this may be, Ed-
ward's entrance into London, made him maficr not only 
of that rich and powerful city, but alfo of the per-

fon of Henry, who, defiined to be the perpetual fport 

of fortune, thus fell again into the hands of his ene"! 

rnies h. 

l T appears ~ot, that \Varw~c,, during his fhort admi-
.pifiration, which had continued only fix months, had 

~ Comines1 liv. 3• chap. 7• 

Rt 
h Gr#'ton, p. 702. 
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c H A P. been guilty of any unpopular at!:, or had anywife de-~ 

~ ferved to. lofe that general favour, with which he had 
1471. fo lately overwhelmed Edward. But this prince, who was 

formerly on the det".:nfive, was now the aggreifor; and 
having overcome the difficulties, which always attend the 
beginnings of an infurreClion, poifeif~d many advantages 
above his enemy: His partizans were actuated by that 
zeal and courae,e, W.1Ill1 the notion of an attack infpires; 
his opponents were intimidated for a like reafon; every 
ont", who had been difappointed i~ the hopes, v;hich he 
had entertained from \Varwic's elevation, either became a 
cool friend, or an open enemy to that noblema~; and each 
malcontent, from whatever caufe, proved an acceffion to 
Edward's army. The king, therefore, found himfelf in 
a condition to fJce the earl of '\V arwic; who, being re­
inforced by ~is fon-in-law, the duke of Clarence, and his 
brother the marquis of Montague, took pofi at Barnet, 
in the neighbourhood of London. The arrival of quee~ 
.l\1argarct was every day expeCted, who would have draw11 
together all the genuine Lancafirians, and have brought 
a great acceffion to \Varwic's forces: But this very con­

fide ration proved a motive to the earl rather to hurry o~ a 
dccifive <:ction, than to fhare the victory with rivals and 

ancient enc:ries, who, he forefaw, would, in cafe of fuc­
ccfs, claim the chief merit in the enterprize i, But while 
~is j ·aloufy was all directed towards that fide, he over':." 
look d the dangerous infidelity of friends, who lay the 
ncarefi to his bofom. His brother, Montague, whq had 
lately temporized, feems now to have remai~ed fincerely 
atta, heJ to the interefis of his family; But his fan-in­
law, though bound to him by every tie of honour an~ 
gr2titude, though he ihared the power of the regency, 
though he h. d been in veited by W arwic in all the ho­
llOU!S and patrimony of the houfc of York, refolved to 

~ Comin~s~ liv. 3• chap. 7~ 

fulfil 
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fulfil the fecret engagements, which he had formerly c H A P4 

taken with his brother, and to fupport the interef1s of his~ 
own family: He deferted to the king in the night~ time, I471: 

and carried over a body of 12,000 men along with him k. 

\V arwic was now too far advanced to retreat ; and as he 

rejeCl:cd with difdain all terms of peace offered him by 

Edward and Clarence, he was obliged to hazard a general 

engagement. The battle was fought with obfiinacy on 14th April. 

both fides : :rhe two armies, in imitation of their leaders, BBattle of d 
arner, an 

Rifplayed uncommon valour: And the viCtory remained death _of 

1 d "d d b h B "d h Wan·nc, ong un ec1 e etween t cm. ut an acc1 ent t rew · 

the balance to the fide of the Yorkifi-s. Ed\vard's 

cognifance was a fun; that of Warwic a fiar with rays~ 

and the mifi:inefs of the morning rendering it difficult 

to difi-inguifh them, the earl of Oxford, who fought 

pn the fide of the Lapcafi-rians, was, by mifl:ake, attackeq 

by his friends, and chaced off the field of battle 1• War­
wic, contrary to his more ufual practice, engaged that 

day on foot, refolving to fhow his army, that he meant t~ 
fhare every fortune with them; and he was fbin in the 
t}fickefi of the engagement m : H1s brother underwent the 
fame fate : And as Edward had iffued orders not to give 
any quarter, a great and unclif1inguiihcd Daughter was 
made in the purfuit ". There fell about 1500 on the fide 
of the vietors. 

'f'I-IE fameday,on which this decifive battle was fought 0
, 

queenl\1argaret and her fon,now about eighteen. ears of age, 

and a young prince of great hopes, landeJ at Weymouth, 

fupported by a fmall body of French forces. When this 

princefs received intelligence of her hufband's captivity, 

and of the defeat and death of the earl .of W arwic, her 

courage, which had fupported her under fo many difaf-: 

k Graf:on, p. jO:). Comines, liv. 3· chap. 7• LeLand's colleCt. vol. ii. 

P• s CS, 1 H 1 bington, p. 449• m Comines, }.v. 3• 
chap. 7• n f!.1JI1 fol. 21~. o Leland's Collect. vol. ii. 

trous 
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c H A P. trous events, here quite left her; and £he immediately 
~ forefaw all the difmal confequenccs of this calamity. At 

t4H· firfr, £he too~ fanCl:uary in the abbey of Beaulieu P ; but 

being encouraged by the appearance of 'I'udor, earl of 
Pembroke, and Courtney, earl of Devonfhire, of the lord~ 
YVenloc and St John, with other men of rank, who ex­

horted her fl:ill to hope for fuccef..<>, fhe rcfumed her for­

mer fpirit, and determined to defend to the utmofi the. 
ruins of her fallen fortunes. She advanced through the 
counties of Devon, Som~rftt, 2.nJ Gloce:fier, encreafing 

her army on each day's ma:rch ; but was at JaH: overtaken 
by the rapid and cxp~di~ious Edward, at Teukefbury, on 

!rJ.ttle of the banks of the Scvernc. The Lancafl:rians were here 

!·h:~~~~ry. totally defeated : The earl of Devonfhire and lord Vven­

loc were killed in the fidd : The duke of Somerfct, and 
about twenty other perions of uifl:inction, havmg taken 
fhelter in a church, were furrounded, dragged out, and 

immediate] y beheaded : About 3000 of their fide fell if\ 
battle: And the army was tntirely difperfed. 

Murder of 
pnnce Ed­
ward. 
Sift May. 

Q.:J EEN l'v1argarct and her {on were taken prifoners~ 

and brought to the king, who aiked the prince, after an 
infulting manner~ how he dared ~o invade his dominions? 
Tl~e young prince, more mindful of his high birth than 
of his prefent fortune, replied, that he came thither to 

claim his j u:fi inherit<>.nce. 'fhe ungenerous Edwar~, 

infenfible to pity, firuck him on the face with his gaunt­

let; and the dukes of Clarcnce and Gloceiler, lord Haf­

tings and Sir Thomas Gray~ t:1king the blow as a fignal 

for farther violence, hl\rricd the prince into the next 

apartment, and there difpatched him with their daggers q• 

Margaret was thrown into the To.wer :_ King Henry ex.­
pired in that confinement a few days after the battle of 

P Hall, fo], ~19. H1bin~ton, T' • 45!· Grafto.n, p. 706. Polyd. Virg. 
p, 528. q Hall, fo!. 121. Habwr,ton, p. 4t5.3· Hollins,fh.:d, 

p. 688. Polyd. Virg. p. 530. 
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'Teuk [bury; b~t whet~er he died a natural or violent C xHx~. P. 
;death is uncertam. It IS pretended, and was generally"-----..~ 

believed, that the d~ke of Glocefier killed him with his Deart~7~f 

own hands t : Bl!t the ~niyerfal odium, which th~t prince Henry v f. 
has incurred, incli~ed perhaps the nation to <1ggrayate his 

crimes without any fufficient authority. It is ~ertain, 

however, that I1enry?s death wa~ ~~ddcn ; and though he 

laboureq under an ill ftate of health, this circumfiance, 

joined to the general ~anners of the age, gave a na-

tural ground of fufpicio~; which was rather encre~fcd 

than diminilhed, by the ~xpoling of his body to public 

v:ew. T~at precaution feryed only to rccal many ftmi-

lar int1ances i~ the Englifu hifrory, and to fugge!l ~he 
comparifon. 

il~L the hopes of the houfe of ~ancafier fecmed now 

to be utterly extinguifi1ed. Every legitimate prince of 

that family was dead: Almofr every great Je~der of the 

pilrty had perifhed in b::t~tle or on the fca:ffold : The 

~arl of fe~broke, who was levying forces in \Vales, dif:­

banded his army, when he received intelligence of the 

l.>attle of 'Teukeflury; and he fled into B1 itanny with his 

n.ephcw, the young earl of Richmond s. The ba!hrd 

qf .falcopberg, ~vho had levied fome fprces, and had ad- 6th oa. 
vanced to London during Edwardfs aqfcnce, was rcpulfed; 

his men defertcd him; he was taken prifoner and immedi-

~tely executed t : And peace being now fully refiored to 

the nation, a parlia~erit }Vas fummoned, which ratified, 

~s ufual, all the acts of the victor, and ~·ecognized his 

legal authprity. 

BuT this prince, who had been fo firm, and active, an4 
intrepid during. the courfe of advedity, was fi:ill unable' 

to rcfift the allurements of a profperous fortune; and l;~ 

l' Comines, Iiall, fol. ~23. 

p 454· Polyd. Virg. F• 531. 

!lift. Croyl. cont. P• 554• 

Grafton, F· i03• s Hahington, 

t Hollinglhed, p. 689, 6go. c93· 
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c H A P. wholly devoted himfelf, as before, to plcafure and amu'fe:. 
XXII. . ] ll f h' k' d '--...r---1 ment, after he became entire y mauer o IS mg om, 
r~7z. and had no l-onger any enemy who could give him anxiety 

Qr alarm. He recovered, however, by this gay and in­
offcnfive courfe of life, and by his eafy, familiar man­
ners, that popularity, which, it is natur;1l to imagine, he 
had Jofi by the repeated cruelties exercifed upon his ene­
.mies; and the ·example alfo of his jovial fefiivity ferved 

to abate the former acrimony of faction among his fub­
jetl:s, and to re!tore the focial Jifpofition, which had been 
io long interrupted between the oppofite parties. All 
men feemed to be fully fatisfied with the prefent govern­
ment; and the memory of pafl: calamities ferved only to 
imprcfs the people more firongly with a fenfe of their al .. 
legiance, and with the refolution of never incurring any 
more the hazatd of rep.ewing fuch direful fcenes. 

t474· BuT while the king was thus indulging himfelf in plea-
fure, he was rouzed from his Jethargy by a profpect of 
foreign conquefis, which, it is probable~ his defire of po­
pularity, more than the fpirit of ambition, had made him 
covet. Though he deemed himfelf little beholden to the 
duke of Burgundy, for the reception which that prince 
had given him during his exile u, the political interefis of 
their fiates maintained frill a clofe conneCtion between 
them; and they agreed to unite their arms in making a 
powerful invafion on France. A league was formed, in 
which Edward fiipulated to pafs the feas with an army, 
exceeding I o,ooo men, and to invade the French terri­
tories : Ch~rles promifed to join him with all his forces: 
The king was to challenge the crown of France, and to 
obtain at leafi: the provinces of Normandy and Guienne: 
The duk~ was to acquire Champaigne and fome other 
te~ritories, and to free all his dominions from the burthen 

u C'omines: liv. 3• chap. 7• 

f 
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of homage to the crown of France: And neither party C H A P. 

. XXII. 
was to make peace Without the confent of the other w. '--v---' 
They were the more encouraged to hope for fuccefs from 147+ 

this league, as the count of St. Pol, confl:able of France,-
who was mafl:er of St. Qyintin, and other towns on the 
Somme, had fecretly promifed to join them; and there 
were alfo hopes of engaging the duke of Britanny to 
enter in to the confederacy. 

THE profpect of a French war was always a fare means 
of making the parliament open their purfes, as far as the 
habits of that age would permit. They voted the king a 
tenth of rents, or two iliillings in the pound ; which muft 
have been very inaccurately levied, fincc it produced only 
31,460 pounds; and they added to this fupply a whole 
.fifteenth, and three quarters of another x: But as the king 
deemed thefe fums frill unequal to the undertaking, he 
attempted to levy money by way of benevolence; a kind of 
exaction, which, except during the reigns of Henry III. 
and Richard II. had not much been practifed in former 
times, and which, though the confent of .the parties wa$ 
pretended to be gained, could not be deemed entirely volun­
tary Y. The claufes, annexed to the parliamentary grant~ 
!how fufficiently the fpirit of the nation in this refpect. The ; 
money levied by the fifteenth was not to be put into the 
king's hands, but to be kept in religious houfes; and if 
the expedition into France iliould not take place, it was 
immediately to be refunded to the people. After thefe 
grants, the parliament was difrolved, which had fittert 
near two years and a half, and had undergone feveral 
prorogations; a practice not very ufual at that time in 
England. 

w Rymer, vol. xi.- p. &o6, 8o7, 8oS, &c. 
" Cetton, p. 6~6. 7oo. H:ft. Croyl. cont. p. 558. 
Y Hall, fol, 2.26, flabisgton, p. 461, Grafton, P• 719, fagian, fgf. 

n1, 
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c H A P. 1~HE king paffed over to' Calais with an army of 1506 v xn . . . . 
~~men at arms, and 15,000 archers; attended by all the 

J~rs· chief nobility of England, who, prognofticating future 
In-vaho n <.f • rr:: fl. • 
F rance . fL.ccenes from the pau, yvere ~ager to appear OJ? th1s great 

theatre . of honour z • . Bu~ all their fanguin~ hopes were 

damped, \vhen they found, on ent·e~ing the French terri­

tories, that neithe~ did the conftalJle open his gates to 

them, nor the duke of B'urgundy bring thi,m the fmal1eft 

afiifrance. That prince, tranfported by his ardent tem­

per, had carried all his armies to a great Jifl:ance, and 

had employed them in wars on the fron~iers of _Germany·~ 
ai1d againfr the duke of Lorrain: And though he came in 

perfon to Edward, and endeavoured io apologize for this 

breadi of treaty, there was no profpeti: that they wo'uld 

he able this campaign to make a conj u·ncHon w'itn th~ 

Englilli. This circumfbnce gave great difguft to the 

king,. and inclined him to hearken to thofe advances., 

which Lewis continually made him tor an accommod,.c.. 

tion. 
THAT monarch, more fwayed by politicai views than 

by the point of honour, deemed no fubmiffions too mean, 

which might free him from enemies, who had proved fo 

formidable to his predeceffors, and who, united to fo 
many other enemies, m ight mn {hake the well-efl:ablilhed 

g,wernment of France. It appears from Comines, that 

difcipline was, at this time, very imperfeu among the 

Engli{h; and that tt1eir civil wars, though long conti.:. 

nued, yet, being always decided by hafty hatdes, had flilt 

left them ignorant of the improvements, which the mili.;. 

tary art was beginning to receive upon the continent a. 

l3ut as Lewis was· fenfible, tint the warlike genius of th~ 

s Comines,liv. 4• chap. 5• This author fays, (chap. JJ,) that the king 

artfully brought over fome of the richell of his fubjech, who:, he knew, 

wonld be foon tited of tne war, and would promote all propofr:.1s of peace, 

which, he forefa;w, would be foon r.cceffary. 
a Comines, liv. 4· chap. 5• 

people 
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people w~uld foon render them excellent foldiers, he was C H A P. 

far from defpi!ing them for their prefent want of experi-~ 
ence; and he employed all his art to detach them from '475· 

the alliance of Burgundy. When Edward fent him 

a herald to claim the crown of F ranee, and to carry him 

a defiance in cafe of refufal: fo far from anfwering to this 
bravado in like haughty terms, he replied with great tem-
per, and even made the herald a con!iderable prefent b.: 

He took afterwards an opportunity of fending a herald to 

the Englifh camp; and having given him directions to 

apply to th" lords Stanlcy and Howard, who, he heard, 

were friends to peace, he de!ired the good offices of thefe 29th Aug .. 

noblemen in promoting an accommodation with their 
mafier c. As Edward was now fallen into like difpo!i-

tions, a truce was foon concluded on terms more advan-

tageous than honourable to Lewis. He fiipulated to pay 

Ed ward immediately 7 s,ooo crowns, on condition that 
he fhould withdraw his army from France, and promifed 
to pay him so,coo crowns a year during their joint Jives: 
It was added, that the dauphin, when of age, iliould Peace .of. 

marry Edward's eldefi daughter d. In order to ratify this Pecqulgm. 

treaty, the two monarchs agreed to have a perfonal inter-
view; and for that purpofe, fuitable preparations were 
made at Pccq uigni near Amiens. A clofe rail was drawn 

acrofs a bridge in that place, with no larger intervals than 
would allow the arm to pafs; a precaution againfi a. 
fimilar accident to that which befel the duke of Bur-
gundy in his conference with the dauphin at Montereau. 

Ed ward and Lewis came to the oppofite fides; conferred 
privately together; and having confirmed their friendihip, 

and interchanged many mutual civilities, they foon after 
parted e. 

b Comines, liy. 4• chap. 5• Hall, fol. 1.'1.7• 
chap. 7. d R.} u.er, voJ, xii, P• 17, 
'hap, g. 

c Comine!, liv. 4. 
e Comines, li\', 4• 
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c H A P. LEWIS was anx~ous not only to gain the king's friend..! 

xxn. IL • b 1 · h f h · r: 
'---y--.lu11p; ut a fo t at o t e natwn, and of all the connder-

li-75· able perfons in the Englifh court. He befrowed penfions, 

to the amount of t6,ooo crowns a year, on feveral of the 

king's favourites; on lord Hafl:ings two thoufand crowns; 

on lord Howard and others in proportion ; and thefe 

great minifiers were not alhamed thus to receive wages 

from a foreign prince r. As the two armies, after the 

conclufion of the truce, remained fome time in the neigh­

bourhood of each other, the Englifh were not only ad.:. 

mitted freely into Amiens, where Lewis refided, but had 

alfo their charges defrayed, and had wine and viCtua-ls 

furnifhed them in every inn, without any payment's be-

, ing demanded. They flocked thither in fuch multitudes, 

that once above nine thoufand of them were in the town, 

and they might have made themfelves mafiers of the king's 

perfon; but Lewis, concluding from their jovial and 

diifolute manner of living, that they had no bad inten­

tions, was careful not to betray the leafl: :Ggn of fear or 

jealoufy. And when Edward, informed of this diforder; 

clefired him to {hut the gates againfl: them; he replied, 

t_hat he ·· uld never agree to exclude the Englifh from the -

place where he refided ; but that Edward, if he pleafed~ 

might recal them, and place his own officers at the gates 

of Amiens to prevent their returning~. 

LEWIS's defire of confirming a mutual amity with Eng­

land, engaged him even to make imprudent advances, 

which it cofl: him afterwards fome pains to evade. In the 

conference at Pecquigni, he had faid to Ecward, that he 

wiiheJ to have a vifitfrom him at Paris; that he would there 

endeavour to amufc him .. with the ladies; and that, in 

cafe any offences were then commited, he wou)d affign 

him the cardinal of Bourbon for confeifor, who, from 

fellow-feeling, would not be over and above fevere in the 

f Hall, fol, 235• ~ Comines, liv. 4• chap. 9, Hall,.fcl. '-33• 
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~enances which he would enjoin. This hint made C H A P. 

deeper impreffion than Lewis intended. Lord Howard, ~ 
who accompanied him back to Amiens, told him, in con- l475• 

fidence, that, if he were fo difpofed, it would not be im ... 

poffible to perfuade Edward to take a journey with him to 

Paris; whete they might make merry together. Lewis 

pretended at firfl: not to hear the offer; but on Howard's 

repeating it, he expreffed his concern, that his wars with 

the duke of Burgundy would not permit him to attend 

his royal guefr, and do him the honours he intended. 

" Edward," faid he, privately to Comines, " is a very 

~' handfome and a very amorous prince : Some lady at 

~' ·Paris may like him as well as he fhall do her ; and may 

" invite him to return in another manner. It is better 

(i' that the fea be betweeh us h." 

THIS treaty did very little honour to either of thefe 

monarchs : It difcovered the imprudence of Edward, who 

had taken his meafures fo ill with his allies, as to be 

obliged, after fuch an expenfive armament, to return 

without making any acquifitions, adequate to them: It 

fhowed the want of dignity in Lewis, who, rather than 

run the hazard of a battle, agreed to fubject his kingdom 

to a tribute, and thus acknowledge the fuperiority of a 

neighbouring prince, poffeffed of lefs power artd territory 

than himfelf. But as Lewis made interefi: the foie tefi: of 

honour, he thought that all the advantages of the treaty 

were on his fide, and that he had over-reached Edward, 

by fending him out of France on fuch eafy terms. For 

this reafon, he was very folicitgus to conceal his triumph; 

and he firiCl::ly enjoined his courtiers never to iliow 

the Engliili the leafi fign of mockery or derifion. But 

he did not himfelf very carefully obferve fo prudent 

_ a rule: He could not forbear, one day, in the joy of his 

heart, throwing out fome raillery on the eafy fimplicity 

h Comines) liv, +• chap. JO• Habingtoo, p. 469. 
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c H A P. of Edward and his council; when he perceived, that he 
~was overheard by a Gafcon, who had fettled in England. 

1475· He was immediately fenfi.ble of his indifcretion; fent a 
meffage to the gentleman; and offered him fuch advan­
tages in his own country, as engaged him to remain in 

France. It is but jujl, faid he, that I pay the penalty of 
my talkativenefs 1• 

THE mofl: honourable part of Lewis,s treaty with Ed­
ward was the fl:ipulation for the liberty of queen Mar­
garet, who, though after the death of her hu!band and 

fon !he could rfo longer be formidable to government, was 
ftill detained in cufl:ody by Edward. Lewis paid fifty 
thoufand crowns for her ranfom ; and that princefs, who 
had been fo aCtive on the fl:age of the world, and who had 

experienced fuch a variety of fortune, paffed the remainder 

of her days in tranquillity and privacy, till the year 1482, 
when fue died : An admirable princefs, but more illuf· 
trious by her undaunted fpirit in adveFfity, than by her 

moderation in profperity. She feems neither to have en­
joyed the virtues, nor been fubjeB: to the weakneffes of 
her fex; and was as- much tainted with the ferocity, as 
endowed with the courage, of that barbarous age, in 

which fhe lived. 
THOUGH Edward had fo little reafon to be fatisfied 

with the <;:onduB: of the duke of Burgundy, he referved 

to that prince a power of acceding to the treaty of Pec­
.quigni : But Charles, when the offer was made him, 
haughtily replied, that he was able to fupport himfelf 
without the affifrance of England, and that he would make 

no peace with Lewis, till three months after Edward's 

return into his own country. This prince poffeffed all 

the ambition and courage of a conqueror; but being de­

fective in policy and prudence, qualities no lcfs effentiai,. 
he was unfortunate in all his enterprizes ; and perifued 

1 C'omines, liv. 3• chap. JOo 
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M laft in battle again!l: the Swifs k; a people whom he c H A P. 
. XXII. 

defpifed, and who, though brave and free, had h1therto'--v---J 

been in a manner overlooked in the general fyfl:em of Eu-

rope. This event, which happened in the year 1477, 1477• 

produced a great alteration in the views of all the princes, 

and was attended with confequences which were felt for 

many generations. Charles left only one daughter, 

Mary, by his firfi: wife; and this princefs, being heir 

of his opulent and extenfive dominions, was courted 

by all the potentates of Chrifiendom, who contended 

fot the poffeffion of fo rich a prize, Lewis, the head 

of her family, might, by a proper application, have 

obtained this match for the dauphin, and have thereby 

united to the crown of France all the provinces of the 

Low Countries, together with Burgundy, Artois, and 

Picardy; which would at once have rendered his king-

dom an overmatch for all its neighbours. But a man 

wholly interefted is as rare as one entirely endowed with 

the oppofite quality; and Lewis, though impregnable to 
all the fentiments of generofity and friend{hip, was, on 

this occafion, carried from the road of true policy by the 

paffions of animofity and revenge. He had imbibed fo 

deep a hatred to the houfe of Burgundy, that he rather 

chafe to fubdue the princefs by arms, than unite her to his 

family by marriage: He conquered the dutchy of Burgundy 

and that part of Picardy, which had been ceded to Phllip 
the Good by the treaty of Arras: But he thereby forced 

the ftates of the Nether lands to beftow their fovereign in 

marriage on Maximilian of Aufiria, fon of the emperor 

Frederic, from whom they looked for protection in their 
prefent difireffcs : And by thefe means, France loft the 
opportunity, which {he never could recal, of making that 

important acquifition of power and territory. 

k Cominee, liv. 5· chap. ~. 
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c q "· • DuRING this interefiing crilis, Edward was no le(g 
YXI t. d c n.· . }' d 1 r. n. d b . '---,_. rrecuve m po Icy, an was no e1s a<.:.mate y pnvate 
1•P7· paffions, unworthy of a fovereign and a fiatefman. Jea­

loufy of his brother, Clarence, had caufed him to neglea 
the advances which were made of marr}ing that prince, 

now a widower, to the heirefs of Burgundy 1 ; and he fent 

her propofals of efpoufing Anthony earl of Rivers, bro­

ther to his queen, who frill retained an entire afcendant 

over him. But the match was rejected with difdain-'rr; 

and Edward, refenting this treatment of his brother-in­
law, pcrmittrd France to proceed without interruption in 

her conqucfrs over his dcfencelefs ally. Any pretence 
fufficed him for abandoning himfelf entirely to indolence 

and pleafure, which were now become his ruling paffions. 

The only object, which divided his attention, was the 
improving of the public revenue, which had been dila­
pidated by the ncccffities or negligence of his predeceffors; 

and fomc of his expedients for that purpofc, though un­

known to us, were deemed, during the time, oppreffive 
to the people"· The detail of private wrongs naturally 

efcapes the notice of hifrory; but an aB: of tyranny, of 

which Edward was guilty in his own family, has been 

taken notice of by all writers, and has met with general 

and deferved cenfure. 
T rial and THE duke of Clarcnce, by all his fervices in deferting 

:~:~~t~~no~f Warwic, had never been able to regain the king's friend­

Ctarence. fhip, which he had forfeited by his former confederacy 

with that nobleman. He was frill regarded at court as a 

man of a dangerous and a fickle character ; and the im­
prudent opennefs and violence of his temper, though it 
rendered him much lefs dangerous, tended extremely to 

multiply his enemies, and to incenfe them againfr hirn, 
Among others, he had had the misfortune to gi\'e difplea-

1 Pol yd. Virg, Hall, fol. 240. Hollinglhcd, p. 703. 

4 74• G rafton, p. 74z. m Hall, fo], :.4c. 
BiQ, Croy!. cont. P• 559• 

Habington, f• 
i\ . Ibid. Z+lo 
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(~:re to the queen herfelf, as well as to his brother, theC HA P. 

duke of Glocefi:er, a prince of the deepefi: policy, of the~ 
mofi: unrelenting ambition, and the leafi: fcrupulous in I477• 

the means which he employed for the attainment of his 

ends. A combination between thefe potent adverfaries 

being fecretly formed againfi: Clarence, it was deter-

mined to begin by attacking his friends; in hopes, that, 

if he patiently endured this injury, his pufillanimity would 

difhonour him in the eye.s of the public; if he made re-

fifrance and exprdTed refcntment, his paffion would betray 

him into meafures, which might give them advantages 

againil: him. The king, hunting one day in the park of 

Thomas Burdet of Arrow, in Warwickfhire, had killed 

a white buck, which was a great favourite of the owner; 

and Burdct, vexed at the lofs, broke into a paffion, and 

wilhed the horns of the deer in the belly of the perfon, 

who had ad vi fed the king to commit that infult upon him. 

This natural exprcffion of refentment, which would have 

been overlooked or forgotten, had 1t fallen from any other 

perfon, was rendered criminal and capital in that gentle-

man, by the friendfhip in which he had the misfortune to 
live with the duke of Clarencc: He was tried for his life; 

the judges and jury were found {crvile enough to condemn 

him; and he was publicly beheaded at 'ryburn for this 

pretended ofrence 0
• About the fame time, one John 

Stacey, an ecclefiafi:ic, much connected with the duke, 

as well as with Burdet, was expo fed to a like iniquitous 

apd barbarous profecution. 1" h s clergyman, being more 

learned in mathctnatics and afironomy than was ufual in 

that age, lay .J..Jr;de.r the imputation of necromancy with the 

ignorant vulgar; 4Pd the court laid hold of this popular. 

rumo.ur to effect his defi:ruetion. He was brought to his 

trial for that imaginary crime ; many of the greatefi: peers 

P Habington1 p. 475• Hollingfued, p. 70l• Sif Thomas More in Ken­

net, p. 498. 
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c H A P. countenanced the profecution by their prefence; he was 
XXH. 
~condemned, put to the torture, and executed P. 

14·77• rrHE duke of Clarence was alarmed, when he found 

the{e acts of tyranny exercifed on all around him ~ He re­

flcCl:ed on the fate of the good duke of Glocefi:er in the 

]aft reign, v1ho, after feeing the mofl: infamous pretences 

employed for the clcfi:ruCl:ion of his nearefi: connexions, 

at laft fell himfelf a victim to the vengeance of his ene­

mies. But Ctarence, infl:ead of fecuring his own life 

again!t the prcfent danger, by filence and referve, was 

open and loud in ju!l:ifying the innocence of his friends, 

and in exclaiming againfi: the iniquity of their profecu­

tors. The king, highly offended with his freedoii,l, or 
ufing that pretence againft him, committed him to the 

Tower q' fummoned a parliament, and tried him for hi~ 

, 47 g. life before the houfe of peers, the fupreme tribunal of 
16thJan. the nation. 

THE duke was accufed of arraigning public jufi:ice, by 
maintaining the innocenc~ of men, who had been con­

demned in courts of judicature; and of inveighing againft 

the iniquity of the king, who had given orders for their 

profecution r. Many rafh expreffions were imputed to 
h)m, and fome too reflecring on Edward's legitimacy ; 

but he was not accufed of any overt aB: of treafon; and 
even the truth of thefe fpeeches may be doubted of, 

fince the liberty of judgment was taken from the court, 

by the king's appearing perfonally as his brother's ac­

cufer s, and pleading the caufe againft him. But a 
fentencc of condemnation, even when this extraordi~ 

nary circumfi:ance had not place, was a neceifary con~ 

fequence) in thofe times, of any profecution by the court 

or ~he prevailing party; and the duke of Clarence 
was pronounced guilty by the peers, The houfe of 

P Hir1. Croyl. cont. p. 561. q Ibid. P• 56:.. r Stowc, 
¥• 430, s Hill. Croyl. cont. p. 56z. 
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commons were no lefs flavifh and unjuft: They both C H A P. 

petitioned for the executjon of the duke, and afterwards~ 
patTed a bill of attainder againft him t. The meafures of 1478. 

the parliament, during that age, furnifh us with exam-

ples of a ftrange contraft of freedom and fervility: They 

fcruple to grant, and fometimes refufe, to the king the 

fmallefi: fupplics, the moft neceilary for the fupport of 

government, even the moft nece.ffary for the maintenance 

of wars, for which the nation, as well as the parliament 

itfelf, expreifed great fondnefs : But they never fcruple to 

concur in the mofi: flagrant aa of injuftice or tyranny, 

which falls on any individual, however diftinguifued by 

birth or merit. Thefe maxims, fo ungcnerous, fo op-

pofite to all principles of good government, fo contrary 

to the practice of prefent parliaments, are very re­

markable in all the tranfaCl:ions of the Englifh hifrory 

for more than a century after the period in which we are 

now engaged. 
THE only favour, which the king granted his brother, 1Sth Feb. 

after his condemnation, was to leave him the choice of 

his death ; and he was privately drowned in a butt of 

malmefey in the Tower : A whimfical choice, which 

implies that he had an extraordinary paffion for that li-

quor. The duke left two children, by the elder daugh-

ter of the earl of W arwic ; a fon created an earl by his 

grandfather's title, and a daughter, afterwards ~ountefs 

of Salilbury. Both this prince and princefs were alfo 

unfortunate in their end, and died a violent death; a 

fate, which, for many years, attended almofr all the de­

fcendants of the royal mlood in England. There prevails 

a report, that a chief fource of the violent profecution of 

the duke of Clarence, whofe name was George, was ~ 

current prophecy, that the king's fons fhould be mur· 

dered by one, the initiallette.~:" of whofe name was G u. It 

t Stowe, P• 430. Hift. Croyl. cont. P• s6z. 
u Hall, fol. 239. Holinglhed, p. 703. Gr~fton, P• 74r. Polyd. Virg~ 

V• S37• Sir Thomas More in Kennet, p. 49.7• 
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c H A P. is not impoffible, but, in thofe ignorant times, fuch a filly 
XX IJ. . h r . fl B . . b '---v---' reafon might ave .ome m uence : ut It IS more pro a .. 

H7S· ble, that the whole ftory is the invention of a fubfequent 

period, and founded on the murder of thefe children by 
the duke of Glocefter. Comines remarks, that, at that 
time, the Englilh never were without fome fuperftitious 
prophecy or other, by which they accounted for every 
event. ~ 

ALL the glories of Edward'p reign terminated with the 
civil wars; where his laurels too were extremely fullied 
with blqod, violence, and cruelty. His fpirit feems after­
wards to have been funk in indolence and p1eafure, or his 
meafures were fruftrated by imprudence and the want of 
forefight. There was no object, on which he was more 
intent, than to have all his daughters fettled by fplendid 

marriages, though moll: of thefe princeffes were yet in 
their infancy, and though the completion of his views, it 
was obvious, muft depend on numberlefs accidents, which 
were impoffible to be forefeen or prevented. His eldefl: 
daughter, Elizabeth, was contracted to the dauphin; 
his fecond, Cicely, to the eldeft fon of James Ill. king 
of Scotland; his third, Anne, to Philip, only fon of 
l\1aximilian and the dutthefs of Burgundy; his fourth, 
Catharine, to John, fon and heir to Ferdinand, king of 
Arragon, and I fabella, queen of Caftile w. None of thefe 
projetl:ed marriages took place; and the king himfelf faw 
in his life-time the rupture of the firft, that with the dau ... 
phin, for which he had always difcovered a peculiar fond .. 
nefs. Lewis, who paid no regard to treaties or engage­
ments, found his advaptage in contratl:ing the dauphin 
to the princefs Margaret, daughter of Maximilian; 

and the king, notwithfranding his indolence, prepared 

4h. to revenge the indignity. The French monarch, emi­
nent for prudence, as well as perfidy, endeavoured to 
guard againft the blow ; and by a proper difrribution of 

w Rymer, vol, xi. F• I Jo, 
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prefents in the court of Scotland, he incited J ames to C H ,-\ P, 

make war upon England. This prince, who lived on bad~~ 
terms with his own nobility, and whofe force was very 14~z.. 

un(:qual to the epterprize, levied an army; but when }le 

was ready to enter England, the barons, confpiring againfl: 

his favourites, put them to dc:Jth without trial; and the 

army prefently difbanded. The duke of Glocefier, at-

tended by the duke of Albany, James's brother, who had 

been banifhed his country, entered Scotland at the head 

of an army, took Berwic, and obljged the Scots to accept 

of a peace, by which they r~gped that fortrefs to Ed-
ward. This fuccefs emboldened the king to think more 

ferioufiy of a French war; but while he was making pre­

parations for that enterprize, he was feized with a dif-

temoer, of which he expired in the forty-fecond vear of 9th Arril. 
f · • Death and 

his age, and the twenty-third of his reign: A prince chara(!:erof 

more fplendid and fhowy, tnan either pr~dent or vir- Edward lV" 

tuous; brave, though cruel; addiB:ed to pleafure, though 

capable of atl:ivity in great emergencies; and lefs fitted to 

prevent ills by wife precautions, than to remedy them. 

~fter they took place, by his vigour and enterprize. Be-

fides five daughters, this king left two fons; Edward, 

prince of Wales, his fucceffor, then in his thirteenth 

year, and Richard, duke of York, in his ninth. 
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C H A P. XX~II. 

E D \V A R D V. and R I C Ii A ~ D Ili. 

Ji,dward V.-State of the court-Cf'be earl of 

~ivers arrejled --Duke r;f Glocejler protector 

-Executio~ of Lord Haflings--~he protector 

aims at the crown-A.f!umes the crown­

Murder of Edward V. and of the duke of York 

-Richard UI.--Duke of Buckingham dif 

contented--rrhe earl of Richmond--Bucking­

ham executed--Invajion by the earl of Richmond 

-Battle of Bofwort~-Death and character 

of Richard III. 

E D W A R D V. 

C R A P. DURING the later years of Edward IV. the na. 
xxm. . h . . r r h "--v---l t10n, avmg, m a great mea,ure, 1orgotten t e 

1483. bloody feuds between the two rofes, and pe(:\ceably ac-
State ot the · r. • • h n. bl" 11.. d · d court. qute,cmg m t e en.a uue government, was agitate 

only by fome court-intrigues, which, being refirained 
by the authority of the king, feemed no wife to endanger 
the public tranquillity. Thefe intrigues arofe from the 

perpetual rivallhip between two parties ; one ~onfifl:ing of 
the queen and her relations, particularly the earl of 
Rivers, her brother, and the marquis of Dorfet, her fon; 
the other compofed of the ancient nobility, who envied 
the fudden growth and unlimited credit of that afpiring 
family x. At the head of this latter party was the duk~ 
of Buckingham, a man of very noble birth, of ampl~ 

x Sir Thomas More, p. 481. 
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poffeffions, of great ~lliances, of fuining parts ; who, c H A P. 

though he had married .the queen's fifrer, was too haughty~ 
to aCt in fubferviency to her i~clinations, and aimed ra- 1483. 

ther at maintaining an indepepdant influence and autho-
rity. Lord Hafiings, the chamberlain, was another 

leader of the fame party ; and as this nobleman had, by 
his bravery and aCtivity, as well as by his approved fide-
lity, acquired the confidence and favour of his mafter, 
pe had been able, though with fome difficulty, to fupport 
himfelf againfl: the credit of the queen. The lords 

Hf>ward and Stanley maintained a connexion with thefe 
two noblemen, and brought a confiderable acceffion of 
influence and reputation to their party. All the other 
barons, who had no particular dependance on the queen, 
adhered to the fame interefr ; and the people in general, 

from their natural envy againft the prevailing power, bore 
great favour to the caufe of thefe noblemen. 

BuT Edward knew, that, though he himfelf had been 

able to overawe thofe rival faCl:ions, many diforders might 
arife from their contefts during the minority of his fon; 

and he therefore took care, in his lafr illnefs, to fum­

mon together feveral . of the leaders on both fides, and, 
by compofing their ancient quarrels, to provide, as far 
as poffible, for the future tranquillity of the government. 
After expreffing his intentions, that his brother, the duke 
of Glocefter, then abfent in the north, 1hould be en­
trufted with the regency, he recommended to them peace 
and unaniq1ity during the tender years of his fon; re­
prefented to them the dangers which muft attend the 
continuance of. their animofities ; and engaged them to 
em brace each other with all the appearance of the m oft 
cordial reconciliation. But this temporary or feigned 
agreement lafted no longer than the king's life: He had 

no fooner expired, than the jealoufies of the parties broke 

out afreth : And each of them applied, by feparate mef-
. k~~ 
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c H A P. fages, to the duke of Gloce!l:er, and endeavoured to ac .. 
XXIII. ~. h" c d f . dft... '-----r---'qu1re 1s tavour an nen m1p. 

1483. THIS prince, during his brother's reign, had endea-

voured to live on good terms with both parties; and his 

high birth, his extenfive abilities, and his great fervices, 

had enabled him to fupport himfelf without falling into a 

dcpend.·nc~ on either. But the new fituation of affairs, 
when the fupreme pO\·Ver was devolved upon him, imme­
diately changed his mc::dl.Ircs; and he fecretly determined 

ro p:ef~rve no lon~er that neutrality which he had hither­
to maintaincJ. fhs exorbit;:Lnt ambition, unreftrained 

by any principle either of juHicc or humanity, made 
him carry his views to the poffdlion of the crown itfelf; 

~nd as this objed coulJ not be attained without the ruin 

of the que_en and her family, he fell, without hefitation, 

into concert with the oppdit.' party But being fenfible, 

that the m oft profour1G d iffin:ubtion was req ui!ite for 
effecting his crimin.d p·1rpofes, he redoubled his pro­
feffions of z~al and attachment to that princefs; and he 
gained fuch credit with her, as to influence her con ... 

duct in a point, which, as it was of the utmoft im­

portance) was vioknti y difputed between the oppofite 
factions. 

THE young king, at the time of his father's death, 
refided in the ea file of Ludlow, on the borders of 
Vvales ; whither he had beep fent, that the influence of 
his prelence might overawe the W clt11, and refiore ~he 

tranquillity of that country, v.·h!ch haJ been diHurbed 

by fome late commotions. H!s perfon was committed 
to the ea t. of his uncle, the earl of Rivers, the moft 
accomp fhed nobleman in England, w 10, having united 

an uncommon tafie for litt..rature Y to great abilities in 
bufinefs, and valour in the field, was entitled, by his 

Y This nobleman firfl: introduced the noble art of printif\C into England. 
C.uton was recommen-'e I i>y him to the patronage of Edwatd IV, See Cata­
l6t,ue of Royal and Noble Authors. 
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alents, fiill more than by nearnefs of blood, to direcr the C n A ft. 
. . XXIII. 

educatiOn of the young monarch. The queen, .:~x1ous '-v----J 
to preferve that afcendant over her fon, which fhe had 14g3. 

long maintained over her hufband, wrote to the earl of 

Rivers, that he fhould levy a body of forces, in order to 

efcort the king to London, to protect him during his co­

ronation, and to keep him f!'om falling into the hands of 

their enemies. The oppofite faction, fenfible that Ed-

ward was now of an age when great advantages col'ld be 

made of his name and countenance, and was approach-

ing to the age when he would be legally intitlcd to 

exert in perfon his authority, forefaw, th :tt the tendency 

of this meafure was to perpetuate their fubjeB:ion under 

their rivals; and they vehemently oppofcd a refolution, 

which they reprefented as the fignal for rene\ving a civil 

war in the kingdom. Lord Haftings threatened to depart 

infrantly to his government of Calais z: The other nobles 

feemed refolute to oppofe force by force: And as the 

duke of Gloceficr, on pretence of pacifying the quarrel, 

had declared againfr all appearance of an armed power, 

which might be dangerous, and was nowife neceffary, 

the queen, trufiing to the fincerity of his frie 1dt'hip, and 

overawed by fo violent Jn oppofition, recalled her orders 

to her brother, and defired him to bring up no greater 

retinue th:m lhould be neceffary to fupport the frate and 

dignity of the young fovcrcign a. 

THE duke of Gloccficr, mean while, fet out from 

York, attended by a numerous train of the northern gentry. 
When he reached Northampton, he was joined by the 

duke of Buckingham, who was alfo attended by a fplen­

did retinue; and as he heard that the king was hourly 

expeCted on that road, he refolvcd to await his anival, un ... 

der colour of conduCling him thence in perlon to London. 

The earl of Ri\'ers, apprchenfive that the place would be 

~ H ilt. Croyl cont •. p. 564, 565. 
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c H A P. too narrow to contain fo many attendants, fent his pupii 

XXII!. d h d S S d ~ forwar by anot er roa to tony- tratfor ; and came 
1483. himfelf to Northampton, in order to apologize for this 

meafure, and to pay his refpeCl:s to the duke of Glo­
cefi:er. He was received with the greatefi appearance of 
cordiality: He paffed the evening in an amicable man­
ner with Glocefrer and Buckingham: He proceeded on 
the road with them next day to join the king: But as he 

The earl of was entering Stony-Stratford, he was arrefted by orders 
!~;;~~ ar- from the duke of Glocefter b : Sir Richard Gray, one of 
1ft May. the queen's fons, was at the fame time put under a guard, 

together with Sir Thomas Vaughan, who poffeffed a 
confiderable office in the king's houfehold ; and all the 
prifoners were infrantly conduCled to Pomfret. Glo­
cefrer approached the young prince with the greatefl: 
demonfirations of refpea ; and endeavoured to fatisfy 
him with regard to the violence committed on his uncle 
and brother: But Edward, much attached to thefe near 
relations, by whom he had been tenderly educated, 
was not fuch a mafier of diffimulation as to conceal his 
difpleafure c. 

THE people, however, were extremely rejoiced at this 
4th May. revolution; and the duke was received in London with 

the loudefi: acclamations: But the queen no fooner re­
ceived intelligence of her brother's imprifonment, than 
fhe forefaw, that Glocefier's violence would not ftop 
there, and that her own ruin, if not that of all her 
children, was finally determined. She therefore fled into 
the fanB:uary of Wefiminfier, ·attended by the marquis 
of Dorfet; and lhe carried thither the five p~inceffes, 

together with the duke of York d, She trufied, that 
the ecclefiafiical privileges, which had formerly, during 
the total ruin of her huiband and family, given her pro-

b Hill:. Croyl. cont. p. 564, 56s, c Sir T, More1 p. 484. d Hift, 
Croyl, cont. P• 565. 
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tection againft the fury of the Lancafrrian faCtion, would C H A P. 

not now be violated by her brother-in-law, while her~ 
fon was on the throne; and fue refolved to await there I4S3. 

the return of better fortune. But Glocefter, anxious 
to have the duke of York in his power, propofed to 

take him by force from the fanauary ; and he repre-
fented to the privy-council, both the indignity put upon 
the government by the queen's ill-grounded apprehen-

fions, and the neceffity of the young prince's appear-

ance at the enfuing coronation of his brother. It was 
farther urged, that eccle!iaftical privileges were originally 

intended only to give proteCtion to unhappy men, perfe-
cuted for their debts or crimes ; and were entirely ufelefs 

to a perfon, who, by reafon of his tender age, could lie 
under the burden of neither, and who, for the fame 

reafon, was utterly incapable of claiming fecurity from 

any fanCl:uary. But the two archbiihops, cardinal Bour-
chier, the primate, and Rotherham arch biihop of York, 

protefting againfl: the facrilege of this meafure; it was 

agreed, that they fuould firft endeavour to bring the queen 
to compliance by perfuafion, before any violence fuould 
be employed againft her, Thefe prelates were perfons 

of known integrity and honour; and being themfelves 

entirely perfuaded of the duke's good intentions, they 

employed every argument, accompanied with earne£1: en-

treaties, exhortations, and affurances, to bring her over 
to the fame opinion. ;:,he long continued obftinate, and 

infiftcd, that the duke of York, by living in the fanc-

tuary, was not only fecure himfelf, but gave fecurity to 

t1ie king, whofe life no one would dare to attempt,. 
while his fucceffor and avenger remained in fafety. But 

finding, that none fupported her in thefe fentiments, and 

that force, in cafe of refufal, was threatened by the 

council, fhe at. lafl: complied, and produced her fon to 

the two prelates. She was here on a fudden firuck with 

a kind of prefage of his future fate: Sl.~e tenderly em-
br;\CCd 
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c H A P. braced him ; ihe bedewed him with her tears; and bid.l 
XXIH. d' h' 1 d' d }' cl h' . h \...-...--,____. mg 1m an eterna a 1eu, e 1vere 1m, w1t many ex..:. 

14S3. preffions of regret and reluctance, into their cufiody e. 

THE duke of Glocefler, being the neareR male of the 

royal family, capable of exercifing the government, feemed 

intit1ed, by the cufi:oms of the realm, to the office of pro­

Duke of teetor; and the council, not waiting for the confent of par• 

~~~~~:;. liament; made no fcruple of invefiing him with that high 
dignity f, The general prejudice, entertained by the no-

bility againfi the queeh and her kindred, occafioned this 

precipitation and irregularity; and no one forefaw any 
danger to the fucccflion, much lefs to the lives, of the 
young princes, from a meafure fo obvious and fo natural. 
Befides that the duke had hitherto been able to cover, by 

the mofi: profound Jiffimulation, his fierce and favage na­

ture; the numerous iffue of Edward, together with the 

twc children of Clarence, fee1r1ed to be an eternal obfiacle 

to his ambition; and it appeared equa1Iy impracticable 

for him to de:fl:roy fo m:my perfons poffeffed of a prefer­

able title, and imprudent to exclude them. But a man> 
who had abandoned all principles of honour and huma­
nity, was foon carried by his predominant paffion beyond 
the reach of fear or precaution ; and Glocefter, having fo 

far fucceeded in his views, no longer hcfitated in remo\'­

ing the other obil:ruB:ions, which lay between him and 

the throne. The death of the earl of Rivers, and of the 

'other prifoners detained in Pomfret, was firft determined ; 

and he eafily obtained the confcnt of the duke of Buck­

ingham, as well as of lord Hafi:ings, to this violent and 

fanguinary meafure. However eafy it was, in thofe times, 

to procure a fentence again:fl: the mofr innocent perfon, it 
appeared frill more eafy to difpatch an enemy, without 

any trial or form of procefs; and orders were accordingly 

iffued to Sir Richard Ratcliffe, a proper infi:rument in the 

• Sir T. More, P• 49t. f Hill. Croyl. cont. p. 566, 
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hands of this tyrant, to cut off the heads of the pri- c H A P. 

toners. The proteCl:or then affailed the fidelity of~~ 
Buckingham by all the arguments capable of fwaying a 1~83. 

vicious mind, which knew no motive of aCl:ion but inte-

refi and ambition. He reprefented, that the execution 

of perfons fo nearly related to the king, whom that prince 

fo openly profeffed to love, and whofe fate he fo much 

refented, would never pafs unpuni{hed ; and all the acrors 

in that fcene were bound in prudence to prevent the ef-

feB:s of his future vengeance : That it would be impof-

fible to keep the queen for ever at a difiance from her 

fon, and equally impoffible to prevent her from infiilling 

into his tender mind the thoughts of retaliating, by like 

executions, the fanguinary infults committed on her fa-

mily: That the only method of obviating thefe mif-

chiefs was to put the fceptrc in the hands of a man, of 

whofe friendfhip the duke might be afTured, and whofe 

years and experience taught him to pay refpeB: to merit 

and to the rights of ancient nobility: And that the fame 

neceffity, which had carried them fo far in refifiing the 

ufurpation of thefe intruders, mufi j ufiify them in at-

tempting farther innovations, and in making, by national 

confent, ··a new fettlement of the fucceffion. To thefe 

reafons, he added the offers of great private advantages 

to the ~uke of Buckingham; and he eafily obtained 

from him a promife of fupporting him in all his en .. 

terprizes. 

THE duke of Glocefier, knowing the importance of 

gaining lord Hafi:ings, founded· at a difiancc his fenti­

ments, by means of Cate!by, a lawyer, who lived in great 

intimacy with that nobleman; but found him impreg­

nable in his allegiance and fidelity to the children of Ed­

ward, who had ever honoured him w:th his fricndfhip g, He 
faw, therefore, that ti1ere vvcre no longer any meafur::s 

g Sir T. !of ore, P• 49 > 
VoL. III. 'I' to 
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c H A P. to be kept with him ; and he determined to ruin utterly 
XXIII. h d r. • d . '----v--' the man, whom e e1pa1re of engagmg to concur in 

r4&3. his ufurpation. On the very day when Rivers, Gray, 
ISh June. and Vaughan were executed, or rather murdered, at Pom-

fret, by the advice of Hafi:ings, the proteClor fummoned 

a council in the Tower; whither that nobleman, fuf­

peB:ing no defign againfi: him, repaired without hefita­

tion. The duke of Glocefi:er was capable of committing 

the mofi: bloody and treacherous murders with the utmoft 

coolnefs and indifference. On taking his place at the 

council-table, he appeared in the eafieft and mofi: jovial 

humour imaginable. He feemed to indulge himfelf in 

familiar converfation with the counfellors, before they 

fhould enter on bufinefs; and having paid fume compli­

mcmts to Morton, biihop of Ely, on the good and early 

frrawberries which he raifed in his garden at Holborn, he 

begged the favour of having a diih of them, which that 

prelate immediately difpatched a fervant to bring to him~ 

The proteCtor then left the council, as if called away by 

fome other bufinefs; but foon after returning with an angry 

and enflamed countenance, he a!ked them, what puniili­

ment thofe deferved that had plotted againfi: his life, who 
was fo nearly related to the king, and was entrufl:ed with 

the adminifi:ration of government? Hafi:ings replied, that 

they merited the punilhmcnt of traitors. Theft traitors7 

cried the proteCtor, are the fcrcerefs, my brotber's wife, and 

Jane Shore, his mijlrefs, with others, their afficiates: See fq 

what a condition they have reduced me by their incantations anJ 

witchcraft: Upon which he laid bare his arm, all ilirivel­

led and decayed. But the counfellors, who knew that 

this infirmity had attended him from his birth, looked on 

each other with amazement; and above all, lord Hafr­

ings, who, as he had, fince Edward's death, engaged in art 

intrigue with J ane Shore h, was naturally ~mxious con-

lt S.ee note [K] at the end of the volume. 
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-erning the iffue of thcfe extraordinary proceedings. Cer- C H A P. 

tainly, my lord, faid he, if they be guilt; of theft crimes, they~ 
tlefirv! tbe feverejl punijhment. And do you reply to mt, ex- 1483. 

claimed the proteCtor, with your ifs a;zd your ands? You 

6re the chief abettor of that witch, Shore : You are yourfelf a 
traitor: And I fwear by St. Paul, that I will not dine before 
your head be brought me. He frruck the table with his 
hand: Armed men ruilied in at the fignal : The coun­
fdlors were thrown into the utmofl: confi:ernation : And 

one of the guards, as if by accident or mifiake; aimed a 

blow with a poll-ax at lord Stanley, who, aware of the 

danger, flunk under the table; and though he faved his 

life, received a fevere wound in the head, in the pro-

tector's prefence. Hafl:ings was feized, was hurried away, Execution 

~nd infiantly beheaded on a timber-log, which lay in the oHf 1~.rd 
.llL!n~S • 

court of the Tower i. Two hours after, a proclamation, 

well penned and fairly written, was read to the citizens 

of London, enumerating his offences, and apologizing 
to them, from the fuddennefs of the difcovery, for the 
fudden execution of that nobleman, who was very po­

pular among them : But the faying of a merchant was 
much talked of on the occafion, who remarked, that 

the proclamation was certainly drawn by the fpirit of 

propHecy k. 

LoRD Stanlcy, tlie archbiiliop of York, the hiiliop of 
Ely, and other counfellors, were committed prifoners in 
different chambers of the Tower : And the proteCtor, in 

order to carry on the farce of his accufations, ordered the 
goods of Jane Shore to be feizcd; and he fummoned her 
to anfwer befote the council for forcery and witchcraft. 

But as no proofs, which could be received even in that ig ... 

rtorant age, were produced againfi her, he drrecred her to 

be tried in the fpiritual court, for her adulteries and lewd­

rtefs; and £he did penance in a white fheet at St. Paul's1 

i Hifl . Croyl. ceflt, p. 566, k Sir T . MoreJ p. 4;6. 

T2 before 
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C :xi~i.P. before the whole people. "fhis lady was born of reput­
~able parents in London, was well educated, and married 

1483. to a fubfiantial citizen; but unhappily, views of intereft, 
more than the maid's inclinations, had been confulted 
in the match, and her mind, though framed for virtue, 

had proved unable to refift the allurements of Edv;ard, 

who folicited her favours. But while feJuced from her 
duty by this gay and amorous monarch, fue frill made 

herfclf refpectable by her other virtues ; and the afcendant, 
which her charms and vivacity long maintained over him, 
was all employed in aCts of beneficence and humat~ity. 
She was frill forward to oppofe calumny, to proteCt the 

oppreifed, to relieve the indigent; and her good offices, 
the genuine dietates of her heart, never waited the felicita­

tion of prefents, or the hopes of reciprocal fervices. But 

the lived not only to feel the bitternefs of fhame impofed 

on her by this tyrant, but to experience, in old age and 

poverty, the ingratitude of thofe courtiers, who had long 

folicited her friendfhip, and been protetl:ed by her credit. 

No one, among the great multitudes, whom lhe had 

obliged, had the humanity to bring her confolation or re­

lief: She languilhed out her life in folitude and indi­
gence : And amidft a court, inured to the moft atro­

cious crimes, the frailties of this woman j ufiified all 
violations of friendlhip towards her, and all neglect of 

former obligations. 
The protfc· THESE acts of violence, exercifed againft all the near-
tor aims at ft 
the crown, eft connex10ns of the late king, progno icated the fevereft 

fate to his defencelefs children ; and after the murder of 

Hafiings, the proteaor no longer made a fecret of his in­

tentions to ufurp the crown. The licentious life of Ed­

ward, who was not reftrained in his pleafures either by 
honour or prudence, afforded a pretence for declaring his 

marriage with the queen invalid, and all his pofierity il­

legitimate. It was afferted, that, before efpoufing the lady 
Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth Gray, he had paid court to the lady Eleanor c H A P. 

Talbot, daughter to the earl of Shrewfbury; and being~ 
repulfed by the virtue of that lady, he was obliged, ere i4S3. 

he could gratify his defires, to confent to a private mar-

riage, without any witneffes, by Stillington, bifhop of 

Bath, who afterwards divulged the fecret 1• It was alfo 

maintained, that the aCl: of attainder, paffed againfi the 

duke of Clarence, had virtually incapacitated his children 

from fucceeding to the crown; and thefe two families 

being fet afide, the protector remained the only true and 

legitimate heir of the houfe of York. But as it would be 

difficult, if not impoffible, to prove the preceding mar-

riage of the late king; and as the rule, which excludes 

the heirs of an attainted blood from private fucceffions, 

was never extended to the crown ; the protector refol vcd 

to make ufe of another plea frill more !hameful and fcan-

dalous. His partizans were taught to maintain, that both 

Edward IV. and the duke of Clarcncc were illegiti-

mate; that the dutchefs of York had received different 

lovers into her bed, who were the fathers of thefe children; 

that their refemblance to thofe gallants was a fufficient 

proof of their fpurious birth ; and that the duke of Glo-

cefter alone, of all her fons, appeared, by his features 

and countenance, to be the true offspring of the duke of 

York. Nothing can be imagined more impudent than 

this affertion, which threw fo foul an imputation on his 

own mother, a princefs of irreproachable virtue, and then 

alive; yet the place chofen for firfr promulgating it was the 

pulpit, before a large congregation, and in the protector's 

prefence. Dr. Shaw was appointed to preach in St. ud June. 

Paul's; and having chofen this paffage for his text, Baf-

tard Jli'ps jhall not thrive, he enlarged on all the topics, 

which could difcredit the birth of Edward IV. the duke 

of Clarence, and of all their children. He then broke 

1 Hift, Cr•yl. cont. p, s67, Comines. Sir Thorn. More, P· 4h. 
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C H A P. out in a panegyric on the duke of Glocefier; and ex"' 
XXtli. 1 . d B h ld h' 11 . h [: . . ~ c at me , " e o t 1s exce ent pnnce, t e expre s Image 

·1483. " of his noble father, the genuine defcendant of th~ 

" houfe of York; bearing, no lefs in the virtues of his 

" mind, than in the features of his countenance, the cha .. 

" ratter of the gallant Richar~, once your hero and fa­
~' vourite : He alone is entitled to your allegiance: He 

" mufr deliver you from the dominion of all intruders: 

" He alone can refiore the lofl: glory and honour of the 

" nation." It was previoufly concerted, that, as the 
doB:or fhould pronounce thefe words, the duke of Glo­

cefier fhould enter the church; and it was expeB:ed that 

the audience would cry out, Gad fave King Richard; 
which would immediately have been laid hold of as a po-: 

pular confent, and interpreted to be the voice of the 

nation : But by a ridiculous mifiake, worthy of the whole 
fcene, the duke did not appear, till after this exclamatio1~ 
was already recited by the preacher. The doB:or was 

therefore obliged to repeat his rhetorical figure out of its 

proper place : The audience, lefs from the abfurd cond uCl: 

of the difcourfe, than from their detefiation of thek"e pro­

ceedings, kept a profound filence : And the proteCtor an~ 

his preacher were equally abalhed at the ill fuccefs Qf 
their fl:ratagem. · 

BuT the duke was too far advanced to recede from his 

criminal and ambitious purpofe. Anewexpedientwastried 

to work on the people. The mayor, who was brother to Dr. 
Shaw, and entirely in the protector's interefts, called an af­

femblyofthecitizens; where the duke of Buckingham, who 

poffdfed fame talents for eloquence, harangued them on 

the proteCl:or's title to the crown, and difplayed thofe nu­

merous virtues, of which, he pretended, that prince was 

polfdfed. He next afked them, whether they would 

have the duke for king? and then fl:opped, in expectation 

Qf hearing the cry, God fave King Richard. He was fur­
, 

1 

. • pri~e~ 
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prized to obferve them filent; and turning about to theC H A P. 

mayor, afked him the reafon. The mayor replied, that~ 
perhaps they did not underfiand him. Buckingham 14S3. 

then repeated his difcourfe with fome variation; inforced 

the fame topics, afked the fame que:llion, and was re-

ceived with the fame filence. " I now fee the caufe," 

faid the mayor ; '~ the citizens are not accufiomed to be 

~' harangued by any but their recorder; and know not 

H how to anfwer a perfon of your grace's quality." The 

recorder, Fitz-Williams, was then commanded to repeat 

the fubftance of the duke's fpeech ; but the man, who 

was averfe to the office, took care, throughout his whole 

difcourfe, to have it under:llood, that he fpoke nothing of 

'himfelf, and that he only conveyed to them the fenfe of 

the duke of Buckingham. Still the audience kept a pro-

found file nee : " This is wonderful obfiinacy ," cried the 

duke: " Exprefs your meaning, my friends, one way or 

" other: vVhen we app~y tp ypu on this occafion, it is 

" merely from the regard which we bear to you. The 

" lords and commons have fufficient authority, without 

'' your confent, to appoint a king: But I require you 

" here to declare in plain terms, whether or not you will 

~' have the duke ofGlocefier for your fovereign." After 

~ll thefe efforts, fome of the meaneft apprentices, incited 

P.y the prote4pr's and Buckingham's fen·ants, raifed a 

feeble cry, God fave I(ing j?ichardm: The fentiments of 

the nation were now fufficiently declared: The voice of 

the people was the voice of Goq : And Buckingham, with 

the mayor, hafi:ened to Bay.pard's cafile, where the p.ro-zsthJune, 

~eCl:or then refided, that they might make him ~ tender 

pf the crown. 
WHEN Richard was told, that a great multi~ud.<: was 

~n the court, he refufed to appear to them, and pretended 

to b~ apprehenfive for his perfonal fafety: A circu.m~~c; 

lJl Sir Thomas More, P• 496. 
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c H A P. taken notice of by Buckingham, who obferved to the citi-
XXIII. . . f h h 1 fi ~ zcns, that the p mce was 1gnorant o t e w o e de tgn. 
1~83. At lafr, he was perfuadcd to ficp forth, but he ftill kept at 

fome difiance; and he afked the meaning of their intru­
fion and importunity. Buckingham told him, that the 
nation was refolved to have him for king: The protector 

declared his purpofe of maintaining his loyalty to the pre­
fent fovereign, and exhorted them to adhere to th.e fame 
refolution. He was told, that the people had determined 
to have another prince; and if he rejected their unar:imous 
voice, they mufi look out for one, who would be more 
compliant. This argument was too powerful to be re-

7o~:h~~:~- fifted : He was prcvaiJed on to accept of the crown: And 
the throne. he thenceforth atled. as legitimate and rightful fovereign. 

THIS ridiculous farce was foon after followed by a 
Murder of fcene truly tragic~} : The murder of the tw<_> young 
:Edward v. · R. h d d s· R b B k and of the pnnces. IC ar gave or ers to 1r o ert ra en-
dyukekof bury, confiable of the Tower, to put his nephews to or , · 

death; but this gentleman, who had fentiments of ho-
nour, refufed to have any hand in the 'infamous office. 
~he tyrant then fent for Sir James Tyrrel, who promifed 
obedience; and he ordered Brakenbury to refign to this 
gentleman the keys and government of the Tower for one 

night. Tyrrel, chufing three affociates, Slater, Dighton, 
and Forefr, came in the night-time to the door of the 
chan:ber where ~he princes were lodged; and fending in 
the affaffins, he bade them execute their commiffion, 
while he himfelf fiaid without. They found the young 
princes in bed, and fallen into a profound fleep. After 
fuffocating them with the bolfte~ and pillows, they 1howed 
their naked bodies to Tyrre1, who ordered them to be bu .. 
ried at· the foot of the ftairs, deep in the ground, under a 
~eap of fiones n. Thefe circumfi:ances were all confeffed 
~y the aCtors, in the following reign; and they were never 

n Sir T. More, p. sor, 
punifhed 
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punilhed for the crime: Probably, becaufe Henry, whofeC H A P. 
. f 1 b' d fi d XXIII. maxims o government were extreme y ar Itrary, e 1re '-v---J 

to efl:abli!h it as a principle, that the commands of the 1483. 

reigning fovereign ought to jufl:ify every enormity in thofe 
who paid obedience to them. But there is one circum-
fiance not fo eafy to be accounted for: It is pretended, 

that Richard, difpleafed with the indecent manner of 

burying his nephews, whom he had murdered, gave his 
chaplain orders to dig up the bodies, and to inter them in 
confecrated ground; and as the man died foon after, the 

place of their burial remained unknown, and the bodies 

~ould never be found by any fearch, which Henry could 
make fqr them. Yet in the reign of Charles II. when 

there was occafion to remove fame fl:ones and to dig in the 
very fpot, which was mentioned as the place of their fidl: 
interment, the bones of two perfons were there found, 

which by their fize exaCtly correfponded to the age of 
Edward and his brother: They were concluded with 

certainty to be the remains of thofe princes, and were 
interred under a marble monument by orders of king 
Charles 0

• Perhaps, Richard's chaplain had died before 
he found an opportunity of executing his mafl:er's com­
mands; and the bodies being fuppofed to be already re­
moved, a diligent fearch was not made for them by 

f!enry, in the place where they had been buried. 

• Kennet, p. 551. 

RICHARD 
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R l C H A R p III~ 

p H A P. THE firfr aCts of Richard's adminifrration were tG 

XXIII. befiow rewards on thofe who had affified him in 

~ ufurping the crown, and to gain by favours thofe, who, h~ 
· thought, were befr able to fupport his future government. 

'rhomas, lord Howard, was created duke of Norfolk; Srr 
Thomas Howard, his fon, earl of Surry; lord Lovel, a 

vifcount, by the fame name.; even lord Stanley was fet at 
liberty and made fieward of the h~ulhold. This noble­
man had become obnoxious by his firfi oppofition to 

Richard's views, and alfo by his marrying the countefs 
dowager of Richn ond, heir of the Somerfet family; but 

fenfible of the neceffity of fubmitting to the prefent go· 

vernment, he feigned fuch zeal for Richard's fervice, that 

he was received into favour, and even found means to be 

entrufl:ed with the moft important commands by that po .. 
litic and jealous tyrant. 

BuT the perfon, who, both from the gr~atnefs of his 
fcrvices, and the power and fplendor of his: family, was 
befr intitled to favours under the new goy.ernment, w~s 

a:he duke of Buckingham; and Richard fee~ed determined 
to fpare no pains or bounty in fecuring him to his inte­
refis. Buckingham was defcended from a daughter of 

Thomas of W oodfiock, duke of G locefrer, uncle t~ 
Richard II. and by this pedigree, he not only was allied tq 

the royal family, but had claims for dignities as well as 
' dhtes, of a very cxtenfive nature. The duke of Glo':" 
cdter, and Henry earl of Derby, afterwards Henry IV~ 
had married the two daughters and co-heirs of Bohunt 
earl of Hereford, one of the greatefr of the ancient ba­
rons, whofe immenfe property came thus to be divideq 
into two thares. One was inherited by the family of 

Buckingham\ 
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~uckingham; the other was united to the crown by the c H 1\ .,. 

10ufe of Lancafrer, and after the attainder of that royal~ 
line, was feized as legally devolved to them, by the fove· 1483: 

reigns of the houfe of York. The duke of Buckingham · 

laid hold of the prefent opportunity, and claimed the ref .. 

titution of that portion of the Hereford eftate, which had 

~[cheated to the crown, as well as of the great office of 
conftable, which had long continued by inheritance in his 

ancefrors of that fami\y. Richard readily complied with 
thefe demands, which were probably the price ftipulated 
to Buckingham for his afiiftance in promoting the ufur-

pation. That nobleman was inv~fted with the o~ce of 

~onftable; he r~ceived a grant of the efratc of Hereford P; 

many other dignities and honours were confen;ed upon 

him; and the king thought himfelf fure of prefcrving 

the fidelity of a man, whofe interefts feemed fo clofcly 
conneB:ed with thofe of the prefent government. 

BuT it was impoffible, that friendlhip could long re- Duke. of 
. . . l b f r. h . d Bucking-

roam Invw ate etween two men o 1UC corrupt mm sham difco»: .. 

as Richard and the duke of Buckingham. Hiftorians tented. 

afcribc their fi.rft rupture to the king's refufal of making 

refritution of the Hereford eftate; but it is certain from 

records, that he paffed a grant for that purpofe, and that 
the full demands of Buckingham were fatisficd in thia 

particular. Perhaps, Richard was foon fenfible of the 

danger which might enfue from conferring fuch an im-

menfe property on a man of fo turbulent a difpofition, 

and afterwards raifed difficulties about the execution of 
h:s own grant: Perhaps, he refufcd fome other demands of 
Buckingham, whom he found it impoffible to gratify for 
his pafi: Cervices : Perhaps, he refolved, according to the 
ufual maxim of politicians, to feize the firfr opportunity 
of ruining this powerful fubjecr, who had been the prin-

ripal inflrument o.f ~is own elevation; and the difcovery 

f pugdale's Baron. vol. i. P• 16SJ Itig. 

of 
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· c H A P. of this intention begat the firft difcontent in the duke of 
XXIII. B . H h' b . . . h ~ uckmgham. owever t ts may e, 1t IS certam, t at 
1483. the duke, foon after Richard's acceffion, began to form a 

confpiracy agair..ft the government, and attempted to 

overthrow that ufurpation, which he himfelf had fo zeal­

oufly contributed to eftablifu. 

NEVER was there in any country an ufurpation more 
flagrant than that of Richard, or more repugnant to every 
principle of jufrice and public inter~fl:. His claim was 
entirely founded on impudent allegations, never attempted 

to be proved, fome of them incapable of proof, and all 

of them implying fcandalous refl.eClions on hjs own fa­
mily, and on the perfons with whom h~ was the moft 
nearly connetl:ed. His title was never acknowledged by 

any national aifembly, fcarcely even by the lowefl: popu­
lace to whom he appealed ; and it had become prevalent 
merely for want of fome perfon of diilinetion, who might 
fiand forth againH him, and give a voice to thofe fenti­
rnents of general deteftation, which arofe in every bofom. 
Were men difpofed to pardon thefe violations of public 
right, the fenfe of private and domefiic duty, which is 
not to be effaced in the moft barbarous times, muft have 
begotten an abhorrence againft him; and have rcprefented 

the murder of the young and innocent princes, his ne­
phews, with whofe proteClion he had been entrufh::d, in 
the moft odious colGurs imaginable. To endure fuch a 
bloody ufurper feemed to draw difgrace upon the nation, 
and to be attended with immediate danger to every indi­
'vidual, who was diil:inguifhed by birth, merit, or fer-
vices. Such was become the general voice of the people; 
~11 parties were united in the fame fentiments; and the 
Lancafirians, fo long oppreifed, and, of late, fo much 
difcredited, felt their blafted hopes again revived, and anx­
ioufiy expetl:ed the confequences of thefc extraordinary 

events. The duke of Buckingham, whofe family had 
been 
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been devoted to that intereft, and who, by his mother .. a c H A P. 
. "' XXIli. 

daughter of Edmund, duke of Somerfet, was allied to~ 
the houfe of Lancafrer, was eafily induced to efpoufe 1483. 

the caufe of this party, and to endeavour the refroring of 
it to its ancient fuperiority. Morton, bilhop of Ely, a 
zealous Lancafirian, whom the king had imprifoned, 
and had afterwards committed to the cufl:ody of Bucking-
ham, encouraged thefe fentiments; and by his exhor-
tations the duke cafi his eye towards the young earl of 
Richmond, as the only perfon who could free the nation 

from the tyranny of the prcfent ufurper q• 

HENRY, earl of Richmond, was at this time detained The earl of 

in a kind of honourable cufiody by the 'duke of Britanny; Richmond. 

and his defcent, which feemed to give him fame preten-
fions to the crown, had been a great object of jcaloufy 
both in the late and in the prefent reign. John, the firfi 
duke of Somerfet, who was grandfon of John of Gaunt, 
by a fpurious branch, but legitimated by acL of parlia-
ment, had left only one daughter, Margaret; and his 
younger brother, Edmund, had fucceeded him in his 
titles, and in a confiderable part of his fortune. Mar-
gar~t had efpoufed Edmund, earl of Richmond, half bro-
ther of Henry VI. and fon of Sir Owen Tudor and 
Catharine ofF ranee, rei iB: of Henry V. and ilie bore him 
only one fon, who received the name of Henry, and who, 
after his father's death, inherited the honours and fortune 
of Richmond. His mother, being a widow, had efpoufed 
in fecond marriage Sir Henry Stafford, uncle to Buck-
ingham, and after the death of that gentleman, had mar-
ried lord Stanley; but had no ch:ldren by either of thefe 
hu!bands; and her fon, Henry, was thus, in the event 
of her death, the fole heir of all her fortunes. But this 
was not the moll: confiderable advantage, which he had 
reafon to expect from her fucceffion: He would reprefent 

q Hift, Croyl, cont. P• 56!!, 

s the 
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c H A P. the elder branch of the houfe of Somerfet ; he would in.l 

~ herit all the title of that family to the crown; and though 

1~83. its claim, while any legitimate branch fubfifted of the 

houfe of Lancafter, had always been much difregarded, 
the zeal of faB:ion, after the death of Henry VI. and the 

murder of prince Edward~ immediately conferred a weight 

and confideration upon it. 

EnwARD IV. finding, that all the l.anca:!lrians had 

turned their attention towards the young earl of Rich­

mond, as the objeCl: of their hopes, thought him alfo 

worthy of his attention; and purfued him into his retreat 

in Britanny, whither his uncle, the earl of Pembroke, 

had carried him, after the battle of Teukdbury, fo fatal 
to his party. He applied to Francis II. duke of Britan..: 

ny, who was his ally, a weak but a good prince; and 
urged him to deliver up this fugitive, who might be the 

fource of future difiurbances in England : But the duke, 

averfe to fo dilhonourable a propofal, would only confent; 

that, for the fecurity of Edward; the young noblemarl 

fuould be detained in cufiody; and he received an annual 

penfion from England for the fafe keeping or the fubfifiance 

of his prifoner. But towards the end of Edward's reign, 

when the kingdom was menaced with a war both from 
France and Scotland, the anxieties of the Englilh court 
with regard to Henry were much encreafed ; and Ed ward 

made a new propofal to the duke, which covered, under 
the fairefi appearances, the mofr bloody and treacherous 
intentions. He pretended, that he was dcfirous of gain­

ing his enemy, and of uniting him to his own family by 

a marriage with his daughter, Elizabeth; and he folicitcd 

to have him fent over to England, in order to execute a 
fcheme, which would redound fo mach to his advantage. 

Thefe pretences, feconded, as is fuppofed, by bribes to Peter 

Landais, a corrupt minifrer, by whom the duke was en­

tirely governed, gained credit with the court of Britanny: 
Henry 
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~ Iienry was delivered into the hands of the Engli!h agents: 'C H A P. 

He was ready to embark : When a fufpicion of Edward's ~ 
real defign was fuggefied to the duke, who recalled his •·fiJ · 
erders, and thus faved the unhappy youth from the im-
minent danger which hung over him. 

THESE fymptoms of continued jealoufy in the reigning 

family of England both feemed to give fome authority to 

Henry's pretenfions, and made him the objeCt of general 
favour and compaffion, on account of the dangers and 
perfecu6ons to which he was e~pofed., The univerfal de. 
teftation of Richard's conduct turned ftill more the atten• 
tion of the nation towards Henry; and as all the defcend..; 

4mts of the houfe of York were either women Qr minor!>; 
he feemed to be the only perfon, from whom the nation 

could expeB: the expuHion of the odious and bloody tyrant. 

But notwithfianding thefe circumftances, which were fo 
favourable to him, Buckingham and the bi.lhop of Ely 
well knew, that there would frill lie m:1ny obftacles in 
his way to the throne; and that though the nation had 

been much divided between Henry VI. and the duke of 

York, while prefent poffeffion and hereditary right flood 

.in oppofition to each other; yet, as foon as thefe titles 
were united in Edward IV. the bulk of the people had 

come over to the reigning family; and the Lancaftrizns 

had extremely decayed, both in numbers and in authority. 

It was therefore fuggefi:ed by l.'vlorton, and readily affent­
ed to by the duke, that the only means of overturning 

the prefent ufurpation, was to unite the oppofite faCtions~ 

by contraCting a marriage between the earl of Richmond 

and the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of king Ed­
ward, and thereby blending together the oppofi.te preten ­

fions of their families, which had fo long been the fource 
of public diforders and convulfions. They were fenfible, 
that the people were extremely defirous of repofe after fo 
R'lany bloody and deftru iv<: commotions; that both 

Yorki!h 
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c H A 1>. Yorkifis and Lancafirians, who now lay equally under 
~ oppreffion, would embrace this fcheme with ardour; and 

1483. that the profpeCl: of reconciling the two parties, which 
was in itfelf fo defirable an end, would, when added to 
the general hatred againfl: the prefent government, render 
their caufe abfolutely invincible. In confequence of thefe 
views, the prelate, by means of Reginald Bray, il:eward 
to the countefs of Richmond, firfl: opened the projeB: of 
fuch an union to that lady; and the plan appeared fa ad­
vantageous for her fon, and, at the fame time, fo likely 
to fucceed, that it admitted not of the leafl: hefitation. 
Dr. Lewis, a Welfh phyfician, who had accefs to the 
queen-dowager in her fancruary, carried the propofals to 
her; and found, that revenge for the murder of her bro­
ther and of her three fons, apprehenfions for her fur­
viving family, indignation againfl: her confinement, 
eafily overcame all her prejudices again!l: the houfe of 
Lancafier, and procured her approbation of a marriage, 
to which the age and birth, as well as the prefent fitua­
tion of the parties, feemed fo naturally to invite them. 
She fecretly borrowed a fum of money in the city, fent 
it over to the earl of Richmond, required his oath to ce­
lebrate the marriage as foon as he fhould arrive in Eng­
land, advifed him to levy as many foreign forces as pof­
fible, and promifed to join him, on his firfi appearance, 
with all the friends and partizans of her family. 

THE plan being thus laid upon the folid foundations 
of good fenfe and found policy, it was fecretly communi­
cated to the principal perfons of both parties in all the 
counties of England ; and a wonderful alacrity appeared 
in every order of men, to forward its fuccefs and com­
pletion. But it was impoffibJe, that fa extenfive a con­
fpiracy could be conducted in fa fecret a ma.nner as 

. ' entirely to efcape the jealous and vigilant eye of Ri-
chard; and he foon received intelligence, that his ene-

mies, 
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mies, headed by the duke of Buckingham, were form ingC H A P. 

fc d ro • n. h. h . H . d. 1 XXIII. ome e11gn agamu 1s aut onty. e 1mme tate y put "--v----1 
himfelf in a pofl:ure of defence by levying troops in the 1483, 

North ; and he fumrnoned the duke to appear at court, 
in fuch terms as feemed to promife him a renewal of their 

former amity. But that nobleman, well acquainted with 

the barbarity and treachery of Richard, replied only by 
taking arms in Wales, and giving the fignal to his ac­
complices for a general infurreetion in all parts of Eng-

land. But at that very time there happened to fall fuch Otloher.· 

heavy rains, fo inceffant and continued, as exceeded any 
known in the memory of man ; and the Severne, with 

the other rivers in that neighbourhood, fwel1ed to a 
height which rendered them impaffable, and prevented 

Buckingham from marching into the heart of England 

to join his affociates. The Wellhmen, partly moved 

by fuperfl:ition at this extraordinary event, partly di-

fi-refred by famine in their camp, fell off from him; and 

Buckingham, finding himfelf deferted by his fo11owers, 

put on a difguife, and took fhelter in the houfe of 

Banifter, an old fervant of his family. But being de- Bucking­

tected in his reereat, he was brought to the king at ham exu• 
. . . cuted. 

Saldbury; and was mfi:antly executed, accordmg to 

the fummary method practifed in that age r. The other 

confpirators, who took arms in four different places, 
at Exeter, at Salifbury, at N ewbury, and at Maid­
ftone, hearing of the duke of Buckingham's misfortunes, 

defpaired of fuccefs, and immediately difperfed them-
fel ves. ' 

'I'HE marquis ofDorfet and the biihop ofE!y made their 

efcape beyond fea: Many others were equally fortunate: 
Several fell into Richard's hands, of whom he made fome 
examples. His executions feem not to have been re­
markably fevere ; though we are told of one gentleman, 

r Hift. Cteyl. cont. p. 568. 

VoL. IIf. U .William 
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C H A P."\1\.T: lliam Colingbourne, who fuffered under colo~r of this 
XX 1II. 

\.....-....,,.--rebellion, but in reality for a dift!ch of quibbling verfes, 

1-183. which he had compofc. d againfl: Richard and his mini­

frcrs s. The earl of Richmond, in concert with his 

fr iends , had fct L1il frurn St. 11l do's, carrying en board 

a boJy c·f 5')00 men, levied in foreign pans; but his 

fl : ct bci~1g at fidl driven back by a ftonn, he appeared not 

o:1 the coafi: of England till after tb.e difi.,erficn of all his 

f, ienJs; a ,,d he found himfelf obliged to return to the 

court of Britanny. 

d
t4S4-J · THE L:ing, every where triurr.ph:m~, and fortified by 

23 oJ .. n. 
this unfuccefsful atte!npt to dethrone him, ventured at 

lafi: to fummcn a pa.::-liJment; a meafure which his crimes 

and flagrant ufurpation haJ inJuced him hitherto to de­

cline. Though it was na~ural, that the parli~mcnt, 

in a contcfi: of national parties, fhould always adhere to 

the vicror, he fecms to have apprehended, lcfi: his title, 

founded on no principle, and fupportecl by no party, 

might be rejeeted by that affembly. But his enemies be­

in~ now at his feet, the parliament had no choice left 

but to recognize his authority, and acknowledge his right 

to the crown. His only fon, Edward, then a youth of 

t\velve y~ars of age, was created prince of \Vales: The 

duties of tonnJge and poundage were granted to the king 

for Lfe : And Richard, in order to reconcile the nation 

to his government, paired feme popular laws, particu­

larly one againft the late pratl:ice of extorting money on 

pretence of bencv'6lence. 
ALL the other mcafurcs of the king tended to the fame 

ob jeer. Senfible, that the only circumflance, which could 

s The lines were: 

Cf'he Ra·, tle Cat, and Love! that Dog, 

Ru 'e all England under the Hog. 

A .ludi ng to the names of Ratc\ifti: and Catdby; and to Richard's arms, 

which were a boar. 
give 
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ghre him fecurity, was to g:1in the confidence of thee H A P. 

Y 1 ·11 h 'd h d . h {i XXIII~ oriCms, e pa1 court to t c queen- owager w1t uch ~ 
art and addrefs, made fuch earncfi: protcftations of his 14S~. 

flncere good-will aml friend[hip, that this princefs, tired 

~f confin~ment, and dcfpairing of any fuccef~ from her 

former projects, ventured to leave her fantl:uary, and to 

put hcrfelf and her daughters into the hands of the tyrant. 

l3ut he fo::m carried farther his views for the efiablifhment 

of his throne. He h~d married An ne, the fecond daugh-

ter of the earl of Vlarwic, and widow of Edward prince 

of Wales, whom Richard himfe1f had murdered; but 

this princefs having born him but one fon, who died 

iilbout this time; he confidercd her as an invincible ob-

fiacle to the fettlcmcnt of his fortune, and he was be-

lieved to have carr;eJ her off by poifon; a crime for 

which the public could not be fuppofeJ to have any folid 

proof, but which the ufual tenor of his conduct made it 

reafonablc to fufpecr. He now thought it in his pov;er 

to remove the chief perils, which threatened his govern-
ment. The earl of Richmond, he knew, could never 
be formidable but from his projeCted marriage vith the 

princefs Elizabeth, the true heir of the crown; and he 
therefore intended, by means of a papal difpenfation, to 

efpoufe, himfelf, this princefs, and thus to unite in his 

own family their contending titles. The queen-dowager, 

eager to recover her lofr authority, neither fcrupled this 

alliance, which was very unufual in England, and was 

regarded as incefruous; nor felt any horror at marrying 
her daughter to the murderer of her three fons and of her 
brother: She even joined fo far her interefrs with thofe 

of the ufurper, that lhe wrote to all her partizans, and 

among the refi to her fon, the marquis of Dorfet, defir ... 

ing them to withdraw from the earl of Richmond; an 
injury which the earl could never afterwards forgive: 

The court of Rome was applied to for a difpenfation: 
U z. Richard 
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c H A P. Richard thought, that he could eafily defend himfelf 
. xx:n. , during the interval, till it arrived; and he had afterwards 

1484. the agreeable profpeCl: of a full and fecure fettlement. 
He Battered himfelf, that the Engli!h nation, feeing all 

danger removed of a difputed fucceffion, would then 

acquiefce under the dominion of a prince, who was of 

n ... ature years, of great abilities, and of a genius qualified 

for government; and that they would forgive him all the 

crimes, which he hat! committed, in paving his way to 

the throne. 
BuT the crimes of Richard were fo horrid and fo 

{hocking to humanity, that the natural fcntiments of 

men, without any pol it1cal or publ!c views, were fuffi­

cicnt to render his government unfiable; and every per­

fan· of probity and honour was earnefi: to prevent the 

fceptcr from being any longer polluted by that bloody 

-tnd faithlefs hand which held it. All the exiles Rocked 

to the earl of Richmond in Britanny, and exhorted him 

to haftcn his attempt for a new invafion, and to prevent 
the marriage of the princefs Elizabeth, which muff: 

prove fatal to all his hopes. The earl, fenfible of the 

urgent neceffity, but dreading the treachery of Peter 

Landais, who had entered into a negociation with Richard 

{or betraying him, was obliged to attend only to his pre­

fent fafety; and he made his efcape to the court of 

France. The minifters of Charles VIII. who had now 
fucceeded to the throne aflcr the death of his father 

Lewis, gave him countenance and protettion; and being 

dcfirous of raifing difiurbance to Richard, tiley fecretly 

encouraged the earl in the levies, which he made for the 
fupport of his cnterprize upon .England. The earl of 

Oxford, whom Richard's fufpicions had thrown into con­

finement, having made his efcape, here joined Henry; and 

enflamed his ~rJvur for the attempt, by the favourable ac­

counts which he brought of the difpofitions of the Eng-

9 li~ 
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lilh nation, and their univerfal hatred of Richard'sC HA P. 
XXIII • 

.crimes and ufurpation. '---.r--J 

THE earl of Richmond fet fail from Harfleur in 
1 

1fi485.b 
nva 1on y 

Normandy with a fmall army of about 2000 men; and the earl of 

f . . f fi d h . d M'lt: d Richmond. a ter a navigatiOn o IX ays, e arnve at 1 10r • 7th Auguft. 

Haven in Wales, where he landed without oppofition. 

He diretl:cd his courfe to that part of the kingdom, in 
hopes that the \Vellh, who regarded him as their coun-

tryman, and who had been already prepofreifed in favour 

of his caufe by means of the duke of Buckingham, 
would join his fi:andard, and enable him to make head 

againfr the efi:ablilhed government. Richard, who knew 

not in what quarter he might expect the invader, had 

taken pofi: at Nottingham, in the center of the king-

dom; and having given commiffions to different perfons 

in the feveral counties, whom he empowered to oppofe 

his enemy, he purpofed in perfon to fly, on the firft 
alarm, to the place expofed to danger. Sir Rice ap 

Thomas and Sir Waiter Herbert were entrufi:ed with his 

authority in '\Vales; but the former immediately deferted 

to Henry; the fecond made but feeble oppofition to 
him: And the earl, advancing towards Shrcw!bury, re-
ceived every day fome reinforcement from his partizans. 

Sir Gilbert Talbot joined him with all the vaffals and 
retainers of the family of Shrew!bury: Sir Thomas Bour-

chier, and Sir \V alter Hungerford, brolight their friends 
to lhare his fortunes ; and the appearance of men of di-

ftinClion in his camp made already his caufe wear a fa-

vourable afpect. 
BuT the danger, to which Richard was chiefly ex­

pofed, proceeded not fo much from the zeal of his open 
enemies, as from the infidelity of his pretended friends .. 
Scarce any nobleman of difi:inCtion was fincerely attach­

ed to his caufe, except the duke of Norfolk; and all 

P 3 thofe 
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C H A P. thofc who feigned the mofl: loyalty were only watching 
XXIII. . · 

'--y----1 for an opportunity to betray and defert htm. But the 

uss. perfons, of whom he entertained the greatefr fufpicion, 
were lord Stanley and his brother Sir \Villiam; whofe 
connexions with the family of Richmond, notwithfl:and­

i~g their profeffions of attacl;lment to his perfon, were 

.pever entirely forgotten or overlooked by him. \Vhen he 

empowered lord Stanley to levy forces, he frill retained 

pis eldeft fon, lord Strange, as a pledge for his fidelity i 

and that nobleman was, on this account, obliged to em­

ploy great caution and referve in his proceedings. He 

raifed a powerful body of his friends and retainers in 
Chefhire and Lancafhire, but without openly declaring 

~imfelf: And though Henry had received fecret afiurances. 

of his friendly intentions, the armies on both fides knew 

not what to infer from his equivocal behaviour. The 
~2d Aug. 
Battle of two rivals, at lafr, approached each other, at Bofworth 
~ofworth. near Leicefl:er; Henry at ·the head of fix thoufand men, 

Richard with an army of above double the number; and 
a decifi.ve aCtion was every hour expeCl:ed between them. 

Stanley, who commanded above feven thoufand men 2 

took care to poft himfelf at Atherftone, not far from the 

hofiile camps ; and he made fuch a difpofition as en­

abled him on occafi.on to join either party. Richard had 

too much fagacity not to difcover his intentions from 

thefe movements; but he kept the fecret from his own 

men for fear of difcouraging them: He took pot imme­

diate revenge on Stanley's fon, as fome of his courtiers 

~dvifed him; becaufe he hoped that fo valuable a pledge 

would induce the father to prolong frill farther his ambi­

guous conduCl: : And he hafiened to d<!cide by arms 

the quarrel with his competito~·; bemg certain, that a 

viCtory over the earl of Richmond would enabLe h~m to 

p.kc ample revenge on all his enemies, open and con .. 

f~aled. · 
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THE van of Richmond's army, confifl:ing of archers, c H .~ P. 

l f 0. r s· G" , XXJll. 
was commanded by the ear o x•ord : tr dbert Tal- '-v----1 
bot led the right wing; Sir John Savage the left: The 14"5· 

earl himfdf, accomp:mied by his uncle, the earl of 
Pembroke, placed himfclf in the main bo ly. RichcrJ 

alfo too1' pofi: in bis main body, and entruftcd the com-

mand of his van to the duke of Norfolk: As his wings 

were never engaged, we have not le<:rned the names of 

the fever;ll commanders. Soon after the battle began, 

lord Stanley, whofe conduCl: in this whole affair di!Co-

vers great precaution and abilities, apreared in the field, 

and dccl<1red for the earl of Richmond. This mealure, 

which was unexpected to the men, though not to their 

leaders, had a proportional cffeCl: on both armies: It in-

fpired unufual courage into Henry's foldiers; it threw 

Richard's into difmay ami confufion. The intrepid ty-

rant, fenfible of his defperatc fituation, cafi: his eye 

around the field, and defcrying his rival at no great 

difiance, he drove againfi him with fury, in hopes, that 

either Henry's death or his own would decide the viB:cry 

betv;een them. He killed with his own hands S.ir \Vil-

liam BranJon, fiandard- bearer to the earl : He difmount-

ed s ;r John Chcyncy: He was now within reach of 

Richmond himfelf, who declined not the combat; when 

Sir \Villiam Stanley, breaking in with his troops, fur~ 

rounded Richard, who, fi~hting bravely to the lafl: mo-

ment, w:1s overwhelmed by numb-ers, and perifhed by Death, 

a fate too mild and honourable for his multiplied a(ld 

d::tdbble enormities. His men every where fought f<fr 

fafety by Bight. 
THERE fell in this battle about four thoufand of the 

v.anq ui!hed; and among the!e the duke of Norfolk, lord 

Ferrars of Charltey, Sir R1chard Ratcliffe, Sir Robct t 

Picrcy, and Sir Robert Brackenbury. The lofs was in­

c.onfiderable on t:Je fide of the vit"tors. Sir William 

(:atdby, .a ~_relt in{hument of RicharJ's crimes, was 

p + takcp, 
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c H A P, taken, and foon after beheaded, with fome others, at 
XXUI. 
~ Leicrfl:er. The body of Richard was found in the field, 

1485. covered with dead enemies, and all befmeared with blood:' 

It w:ts thrown carelefsly acrofs a horfe; was carried 

to Leicefl:er amidfl: the fhouts C?f the infulting fpec­

tators; and was interred in the Gray. friars church of 

and charac­
ter of Ri­
chard Ill. 

that place. 
THE hifi:orians who favour Richard (for even this 

tyrant has met with partizans among the later writers) 
maintain, that he was well quafified for, government, had 

he legally obtained it; and that he comm itted no crimes 

but fuch as. were necelfary to procure him poffeffion of 

the crown: But this is a poor apology, when it is con­

feffed, that he was ready to commit the mofl: horrid 

crimes~ which appeared neceffary for that purpofe; and. 

it is certain, that all his courag~ and capacity, qualities 

in which he really feems not to have been deficient, would 
never have made compenfation to the people for the 

d:mger of the precedent, and for the contagious example 

of vice and murder, exalted upon the throne. This 

prince was of a fma11 ftature, humpbacked, and had 3: 
hadh difagreeable countenance; fo that his body was in 

ev~ry particular no lcfs deformed than his mind. 

* 

THus have we purfued the hiftory of England throu,g~ 

a (eries of many barbarous ages; till we have at lafl: reached 
the dawn of civility and fcience, and have the profpeCl, 

both of greater certainty in our hifi:orical narrations, and 

of being able to prefent to the reader a fpeClacle more 

worthy of his attention. The want of certainty, how­

eve!, and of circumfbnces, is not alike to be complained 

of throughout every period of this long narration, This 
iiland ' poffeffes many ancient hifi:orians of good credit; 

as well a~ many ~ifl:orical monuments; and it is rare, 
that 
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that the annals of fo uncultivated a people, as were the C H A P. 
XXIH. 

Epglilh as well as the other European nations, after~ 
the decline of Roman learning., have been tranfmitted . 

to pofrerity fo complete, and with fo little mixture of 
falfehood and of fable. This advantage we owe entirely 
to the clergy of the church of Rome; who, founding 
their authority on their fuperior knowledge, preferved 
the precious literature of antiquity from a total extinc-

tion t ; and under ihelter of their numerous privileges 
and immunities, acquired a fecurity, by means of the 
fuperfiition, which they would in vain have claimed, 
from the jufiice and humanity of thofe turbulent and 

licentious ages. Nor is the fpeCtacle altogether un­

entertaining and uninfiructive, which the hifiory of 

thofe times prefents to us. The view of human manners, 

in all their variety of app~:l.rances, is both profitable and 

agreeable; and if the afpect in fome periods feem horrid 
and deformed, we may thence learn to cheri!h with the 
greater anxiety that fcience and civility, which has fo 
clofe a connexion with virtue and humanity, and which, 
as it is a fovereign antidote againfi fuperfiition, is alfo 

the mofi effectual remedy againfi vice and diforders ~f 

~very kind. 
THE rife, progrefs, perfection, and decline of art 

and fcience, are curious objects of contemplation, and 

intimately connected with a narration of civil tranf­

aCl:ions. The events of no particular period can be 

fully accounted for, but by con{idering the degrees of 
advancement, which men have reached in thofe par­
ticulars. 

THGSE who cafr their eye on the general revolutions of 
fociety, will find, that, as almofi all improvements of the 
human mind had reached nearly to their fiate of perfec­

tion about the age of Auguftus, there was a fenfible de-

t ~ee note[~] at the end of the volume. 

dine 
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c H A P. cline from that point or period; and men thenceforth re. 
XXIII. 
~ lapfed gradually into ignorance and barbarifm. The un-

limited extent of the Roman empire, anJ the confequent 

defpotifm of its monarchs, extinguifued all emulation, 

oebafed the generous fpirits of me ' and dcprdfed that 

noble flame, by which all the rd'ined arts mull: be che­
riilied and enlivened. The military gove1 nment, \vhich 

foon fucceeded, rendered even the l1vcs and properties 

of men infecure and precarious; and proved ddhuClive 

to thofe vulgar and more neceffary arts of agriculture, 

manufaB:ures, and commerce; and in the end, to the 

military art and ge'1.ius .tLlf, by which alone the im­

mcnfe fabric of the empire could be fupported. The 

irruption of the barbarous nations, which foon followed, 

overwhelmed all human knowledge, which was already 

far in its decline; and men funk every age deeper into 

ignorance, fiupidity, and fuperfiition; till the light of 

ancient fcrence and hifiory had very nearly fuffereJ a 
total extinction in all the European nations. 

BuT there is a point of depreffion, as well as of 

exaltation, from which human aff:1irs naturally return 

in a contrary direB:ion, and beyond which they fcldom 

pafs either in their advancement or decline. The pe­

riod, in which the people of Chrifiendom were the 

lowefl funk in ignorance, and confequently in diforders 

cf every kind, may jufrly be fixed at the eleventh cen­

tury, about the age of William the Conqueror; and 

from that :era, the fun of fcience, beginning to re-afcend, 

threw out many gleams of light, which preceJcd the full 

morning, when letters were revived in the fifteenth cen­

tury. The Danes ar.d other northern peopk, who had 

{o long infefted all the coafis, and even the inland parts 

of Europe, by their depredations, having now learned the 

arts of tillage and agriculture, found a cert:1in fubfifrance 

.at home, and we-e no longer tempted to defert their in-
dufiry~ 
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~ufl:ry, in order to feek a precarious livelihood by rapine C H A P. 

f h 
. . hb XXI!L. 

and by the plunder o t ctr netg ours. The feudal go-~ 

vernments alfo, among the more fouthern nations, were 

reduced to a kind of fyficm ; and though that frrange fpe-

cies of civil pohty was ill fitted to enfure either liberty or 

tranquillity, it was preferable to the univcrfal licence anti 

diforder) which had every where preceded it. But per-

haps there was no event, which tended farther to the 

improvement of the age, than one, which has not been 

much remarked, the accidental finding of a copy of J ufii-

nian's PandeB:s, about the year 1 I 30, in the town of 

Amalfi in Italy. 

THE eccldiafl:ics, who had leifure, and fome inclin3-

tion to fiudy, immediately adopted v.'ith zeal this excel .. 

lent fyftem of jurifprudence, and fpread the knowledge 

of it throughout every part of Europe. Bcfidcs the in­
trinfic merit of the performance, it was recommended to 
them by its original connexion with the imperial city of 
Rome, which, being the feat of their religion, feemed to 
acquire a new lufire and authority, by the diffufion of its 
laws over the wefiern wor1d. In lefs than ten years after 

the difcovery of the PandeEI:s, Vacarius, under the pro­

teCl:ion of Theobald, archbi!hop of Canterbury, read 

public leB:ures of civil law in the univerfity of Oxford; 

and the clergy every where, by their example as well as 
exhortation, were the means of diffufing the highcfr 
efieem for this new fciencc. That order of men, having 

large poffeffions to defend, was, in a manner, neceffitated 

to turn their fiudies towards the law ; and their proper­

ties being often endangered by the violence of the princes 

and barons, it became their interefi to enforce the ob­
fervance of general and equitable rules, from which alone 

they could receive protetl:ion. As they poileffed all the 
knowledge of the age, and were alone acquainted 

with the h~bits of thinking, the practice, as well as 
f~ience 
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C H A P. fcience of the law, fell mo!l:Iy into their hands: And 
XXHT. 1 r. . h' h . l ~though the c 01e conne.x10n, w 1c Wit lout any nece.ffity 

they formed between the canon ar.d civil Jaw, begat 
a jealoufy in the laity of England, and prevented the 
Roman jurifprudcncc from becoming the municipal law 
of the country, as was the cafe in many ftates of Eu­
rope, a great part of it was fecretly transferred into the 
pradice of the courts of jufiice, and the imitation of 
their neighbours made the Engliili gradually endea\ our to 
raife their own law from its original ftate of ruc!enefs 
and imperfection. 
~ IT is eafy to fee what advantages Europe mu!l have 

reaped by its inheriting at once from the ancients, fo 
complete an art, which was alfo fo neceffary for giving 
fecurity to all other arts, and which, by refining, and 
:frill more, by befrowing folidity on the judgment, ferved 
as a model to farther imp!·ovements. The fenfible uti­
lity of the Roman law both to public and private interefi 
J"ecommended the .ftudy of it, at a time when the more 
exalted and fpeculati\ e fciences carried no charrr.s with 
them ; and thus the lafl: branch of ancient literature, 
which remained uncorrupted, was happily the firft tranf. .. 
mitted to the modern world. For it is remarkable, that 
in the d~cline of Rom::m learning, when the philofo­
phers were univerfally infected with fuperfiition and fo­
phifrry, and the poets and bifrorians with barbarifm, the 
lawyers, who, in uther countries, are feldom models of 
fcience or. politenefs, were yet able, by the con!lant :fiudy 
and clofe imitation of their predeceffors, to maintain the 
fame good fenfe in their decifions and reafonings, and the 
fame purity in their language and exprcffion. 

WHAT befiowed an additional merit on the civil 
law, was the extreme in.perfeetion of that jurifpru­
dcnce, which preceded it among all the European na­
tions, efpccially among the Saxons or ancient Englifu. 
Th,., abfurdities which prevailed at that time in the ad ... 

winifira;io.I] 
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sninifl:ration of jufiice, may be conceived from the au- C H A P. 
. S XXIII. 

thentic monuments which rematn of the ancient axon~ 
law; where a pecuniary commutation was received for 
every crime, where ftated prices were fixed for men's 
lives and members, where private revenges were autho-
rized for all injuries, where the ufe of the ordeal, corfnet, 
and afterwards of the duel, was the received method of 
proof, and where the judges were rufl:ic freeholders, af-
fembled of a fudclen, and deciding a caufe from one 
debate or altercation of the parties. Such a ftate of fo-
ciety was very little advanced beyond the rude ftate of 
nature : Violence univerfally prevailed, inftead of general 
and equitable maxims : The pretended liberty of the 
times, was only an incapacity of fubmitting to govern-
ment: And men, not proteB:ed by law in their lives and 
properties, fought fhelter, by their perfonal fervitude and 
attachments under fome powerful chieftain, or by volun-
tary combinations. 

THE gradual progrefs of improvement raifed the Eu­
ropeans fomewhat above this uncultivated ftate; and af­
fairs, in this ifiand particularly, took early a turn, which 
was more favourable to jufl:ice and to liberty. Civil 
employments and occupations foon became honourable 
among the Englilh: The fituation of that people ren­
dered not the perpetual attention to wars fo neceffary as 
among their neighbours, and all regard was not confined 
to the military profeffion : 'rhe gentry, and even the no­
bility, began to deem an acquaintance with the law a 
neceffary part of education: They were lefs diverted than 
afterwards from ftudies of this kind by other fciences ; 
and in the age of Henry VI. as we are told by F ortefcue, 
there were in the inns of court about two thoufand flu­
dents, mofr of them men of honourable birth, who gave 
application to this branch of civil knowledge: A cir­
cumftance which proves, that a confiderable progrefs was 

already 



J02 H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. already made in the fcience of government, and whidt 
XXIII a· l fl_·Jl · t.....-..r--' prognorocatf."( a n1 greater. 

ONE eh ;ef ad vantage, which rcfulted from the intro .. 

duCI:ion and progrcfs of the arts, was the introduction 

and progrefs of freedom; and this confeguence affetl:ed 

men both in their pe1jonal and civil capacities. 

IF we confider the ancient Hate of Europe, we £hall 

find, th:1t the far greater part of the fociety were every 

where bereaved of their perfonalliberty, and lived entirely 

at the will of their mafiers. Every one, that was not 

noble, was a flave : The peafants were fold along with 
the land: The few inhabitants of cities were not in a 

better condition: Even the gentry themfelves were fub­
jccted to a 1ohg train of fubordination under the greater 

barons or chief vaJials of the crown ; who, though 

fccmingly placed in a high fiate of fplendor, yet, having 
but a !lender proteCl:ion from law,. were expofed to every 
tempefi: of the fb.te, and by the precarious condition in 

which they lived, paid dearly for the power of oppreffing 
~nd tyrannizing over their inferiors. The lirfl: incidenti 

which broke in upon this violent fyfrem of government, 

was the practice, begun in Italy, and imitated in France; 

of ereCting communities and corporations, endowed with 

privileges and a feparate municipal government, which 
g:1ve them proteCtion againfr the tyranny of the barons~ 
and which the prince himfelf deemed it prudent to re­
fpeCl u. The relaxation of the feudal tenures, and atl 

tt Th•re appear early fymptoms of the jealoufy, entertained by the baroris 

again!t the progrefs of the arts, as deftruCtive of their licentious power. 

A law was ena8ed, 7 Henry IV. chap. 17. prohibiting any one -who did not 

poff:fs twenty fuillings a year in land ftom binding his fons apprentices to 

any trade. They found already that the cities b~gan to drain the country 

of the labour::rs and hu!bandmen; and did not forefee how much the encreafe 

cf commerce would encreafe the value of their eftates. See farther, Cotton, 

·p. 179• The kings, to encourage the boroughs, gr.anted them this privi­

lege, that any villain, who had lived a twelvemonth in any corporation an4l 

h•d been of the ~uild, !hould be thenceforth regarded as free. 

execution 



RICHARD IlL 

"{ecution fomewhat fhi8:er, of the public law> befl:owcd C H A P. 
. d rr 1 h" h XXIIJ. an mJcpen ancc on vaua s, \V 1c was unknown to their~ 

forerath:!rs. And even the peafants themfd ves, thou gh 

later than other orders of the frate, made their efcape 

fro:n thofc bonds of villenagc or flavery, in which they 

had form t rl y been retained. 

IT may appear firan;;e, that the progrefs of the arts, 

which fcems, among the Greeks and Romans, to have 

c!aily encrcafed the number of flaves, ihoulJ, in later 

times, have proved fo general a fource of liberty ; but 

this difference in the events proceeded from a great dif­

ference in the circumfrances, which attended thofe infi-i­

tutions. 'rhe ancient barons, obliged to maintain 

themfelves continually in a military pofiure, and little 

emulous of elegance or fplcndor, employed not their 

villains as domefiic fervants, much lefa as manufatl:urers ; 

but compofed their retinue of free-men, whcfc military 

fpirit rendered the chieftain formidable to his neighbours, 

and who were re:1dy to attend him in every warlike enter­

prize. The villains were en(rely occupied in the culti­

vation of their mafier's land, and paid their rents either 

in corn and cattle and other produce of the farm, or 

in fervile offices, which they performed about the baron's 

family, and upon· the farms which he retained in his 

own poffeffion. In proportion as agriculture improved, 

~nd money encreafed, it was found, that thefe fervices, 

though extremely burc.lenf~me to the villain, were of 

little advantage to the mafier; and that the produce of 

a large efl:ate could be much more conveniently difpofed 

of by the peafants themfelves, who raifed it, than by the 

landlord or his bailiff, who were formerly accufiomed to 

receive it. A commutation was therefore made of rents 

for fervices, and of money-rents for thofe in kind ; and 

as men, in a fubfequent age, difcovered, that farms were 

~etter cultivated where the farmer enjoyed a fecurity in 

3 
his 
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c H A P. his poffeffion, the praCtice of granting Ieafes to the pea ... 

~ fant began to prevail, which entirely broke the bonds of 

fervitude, already much relaxed from the former prac­
tices. After this manner, villenage went gradually into 
difufe throughout the more civilized parts of Europe: 
The intereil: of the mafier, as well as that of the flave, 
concurred in this alteration. The lateil: laws which we 
find in England for enforcing or regulating this. fpe­

cies of fervitude, were enaB:ed in the reign of Henry 
VII. And though the ancient ftatutes on this fubjeB: re­

main frill unrepealed by parliament, it appears, that, 
before the end of Elizabeth, the difiinB:ion of villain 

and freeman was totally, though infen:fibly abolilhed, 

and that no perfon remained in the ftate, to whom the 

former laws could be applied. 

THus perfonal freedom became almoft general i_n Eu ... 
rope; an advantage which paved the way for the encreafe 

of political or civil liberty, and which, even where it was 

not attended with this ialutary effect, ferved to give the 

members of the community fome of the moft con:fiderable 

advantages of it. 

1~HE confiitution of the Engli!h government, ever 

·fince the inva:fion of this ifland by the Saxons, may boafi: 
of this pre-eminence, that in no age the will of the mo­
narch was ever entirely abfolute a1d uncontrouled : But in 

other refpeB:s the balance of power has extremely fhifted 
among the feveral orders of the fiate; and this fabric has 
experienced the fame mutability, that has attended all 

human inftitutions. 

THE ancient Saxons, like the other Germah nations, 
1Vhere each individual was enured to arms, and where 

the independance of men was fecured by a great equality 

of poffeffions, feem to have admitted a con:fiderable mix­
ture of democracy into their form of government, and 
to have been one of the freeft nations, of which there 

remains 
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temains any account in the records of hiil:ory. After this c H A P. 

tribe was fettled in England, efpecially after the diffoll;l-~ 
tion of the Heptarchy, the great extent of the kingdom 
produced a great inequality in property; and the balance 

feems to have inclined to the fide of ariftocracy. The 

Norman conqueR: threw more authority into the hands 

of the fovereign, which, however, admitted of .gr.eat 
controul ; though derived 'le[::; from the general forms of 
the conftitution, which were inaccurate and irregular, 

than from the independant power enjoyed by each baron 
in his particular d iftritl: or province. The eftablilhment 

of the Great Charter exalted ftill higher the Ariftocracy lt 

impofed regular limits on royal power, and gradually in-
troduced fome mixture of Democracy into the confiitu-
tion. But even during this period, from the acceffion 
of Edward I. to the death of Richard III. the condition 

of the commons was nowife eligible; a kind of Poli£h 

Arifi:ocracy prevailed ; and though the kings were limit· 

ed, the people were as yet far from being free. It re-
quired the authority almofi abfolute of the fover,eigns, 
which took place in the fubfequent period, to pull down 

;thofe diforderly and licentious tyrants, who were equally 
averfe from peace and from freedom, and to efi:ablilh that 
regular execution of the laws, which, in a following 
age, enabled the people to erea: a regular and equitable 

.plan of liberty. 

lN each of thefe fucceffive alterations, the only rule of 

government, which is intelligib]e or carries any authority 
with it, is the efi:ablilhed practice of the age, and the 
.maxims of adminiftration, which are at that time prevalent, 
and univerfally affented to. Thofe who, from a pre­

tended .refpecr to antiquity, appeal at every turn to an 
eriginal plan of the conftitution, only cover their tur­
bulent fpirit and their private ambition under the appear­

ance of venerable forms; and whatever period they pitch 

VoL. Ill. X on 
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c H A P. on for their model, they may frill be carried back to a 
~more ancient period, where they will find the meafure& 

of power entirely different, and where every circum ... 

fiance, by reafon of the greater barbarity of the times, 

will appear frill lefs worthy of imitation. Above all, a 

civilized nation, like the Engliili, who have happily efra ... 

bliihed the mofr perfeCt and mofl: accurate fyfrem of liberty 

that was ever found compatible wi~h government, ought 

to be cautious in appealing to the praClice of their ancefl:ors, 

or regarding the maxims of uncultivated ages as certain 

rules for their prefent conducr. An acquaintance with the 

ancient periods of their government is chiefly ufiful by in· 
ftruB:ing them to cheriih their prefent confl:itution, from a 

comparifon or contrail: with the con4ition of thofe difiant 

times. And it is alfo curious, by !hewing them the 

remote, and commonly faint and disfigured originals of 

the mofl: finiihed and mofl: noble infl:itutions, and by 

lnfl:ruB:ing them in the great mixture of accident, which 

commonly concurs with a fmall ingredient of wifdom 

and forefight, in erecting the ~omplicated fabric of the 

anofi: perfea government. · __ 
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H E N R Y VII. 

4-ccejjion of Henry VII.--His title to the cro'lon 
-King's prejudice againft the houfe of .rork­
His joyful reception in London --His coronation 
-Sweating jicknefs--.A parliament--En· 

tail of the crown-King's marriage--An in­

furrection--Difco;ztents of the people-Lam-
bert Simnel-- Revolt of Irela12d--Intrigues 
1Jf the dutchejs of Burgundy-Lambert Simnel 

invades England--Battle of Stoke. 

HE viCl:ory, which the earl of Richmond gained C H A P • 
.-CX lV. 

at Bofworth, was entirely decifive; being at-~ 

tended, as well with the total rout and clifperfion of the A 
1
4!5· 

ugU il :l.Zo 

royal army, as with the death of the king himfelf. Joy 

\ 

for this great fuccefs fuddenly prompted the foldiers, in 

the field of battle, to befiow on their viCl:orious general 

the appellation of king, which he had not hitherto af-
fumed · and the acclamations of Long live Henry the Se- AccdJion of 

' Henry VU. 
venth, by a natural and unpremeditated movement, re-

founded from all quarters. To befl:ow fome appearance 

of formality on this fpecies of military eleB:ion, Sir Wil-

liam Stanley brought a crown of ornament, which Rich-

ard wore in battle, and which had been found among 

the· fpoils; and he put it on the head of the viCl:or. 

Henry himfelf remained not in fufpence; but immedi-
f!tely, without hefitation, accepted of the magnificent 

prefent, which was tendered him. He was come to the 

~rifis of his fortune; and being obliged fuddenly to de .. 
X 2 termine 
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c H A P. termine himfelf, amidil great difficulties, which he muft 
XXIV. . . . 
~have frequently revolved m h1s mmd, he chofe that part~ 

1 485· which his ambitiorrfuggefred to him, and to which he 
feemed to be jri~ited by his prefent fuccefs ~ 

His title to THERE \~ere many titles, on which Henry could found 
the crown. h" . h h b f h f f Is ng t to t e crown ; ut no one o t em ree rom 

great objeCtions, if confidered, with refpea either to juf .. 

tice or to policy~ 

DuRING fome years, Henry had been regarded as heir 
to the houfe of Lancafier, by the party attached to that 
family; but the title of the houfe of Lancafier itfelf was 

generally thought to be very ill-founded. Henry IV. who 

had firft raifed it to royal dignity, had never clearly de­
lined the foundation of his claim; and while he plainly 
invaded the order of fucceffion 2 he had not acknowledged 
the eleB.ion of the people. The parliament, it is true, 

had often recognized the title of the Lancafirian princes; 

but thefe votes had little authority, being confidered as 

infiances of complaifance towards a family in poffeffion of 

prefent power: And they had accordingly been often re­
verfed during the late prevalence of the houfe of York. 

Prudent men alfo, who had been willing, for the fake of 

peace, to fubmit to any eftablifhed authority, defired not 
to fee the claims of that family revived ; claims, which 
mull: produce many convulfions at prefent, and which dif­
jointed for the future the whole fyfiem of hereditary right. 
Befides, allowing the title of the houfe of Lancafier to 
be legal, Henry himfelf was not the true heir of that fa­
mily; and nothing but the obfiinacy, natural to faction, 

wh!ch never, without reluctance, will fubmit to an anta­

gonifr, could have engaged the Lancafirians to adopt the 
earl of Richmond as their head. His mother indeed, 
Margaret, countefs of Richmond, was foie daughter and 
heir of the duke of Somerfet, fprung from John of Gaunt, 

duke of Lancafi:er: But the defcent of the Somerfet li~e 
wa~ 
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\Vas itfelf illegitimate and even adulterous. An<l though c H A P. 

the duke of Lancafter had obtained the legitimation of his~ 
natu'ral children by a patent from Richard II. confirmed 1485• 

in parliament; it might juftly be doubted, whether this 
deed could beftow any title to the crown; fince in the 

patent itfelf all the privileges conferred by it are fully enu-

merated, and the fucceffion to the kingdom is exprefsly 

t=xcluded w. In all fettlernents of the crown, made 

during the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes, the line of 

SomerCet had been entirely overlooked ; and it was not 

till the failure of the legitimate branch, that men had 

paid any attention to their claim. And to add to the ge-
neral diffatisfatlion againft Henry's title, his mother, from 

whom he derived all his right, was frill alive; and evi-

dently preceded him in the order of fucceffion. 

THE title of the houfe of York, both from the plain 

reafon of the cafe, and from the late popular government 

of Edward IV. had univerfally obtained the preference in 
the fentiments of the people; and Henry might engraft 

his claim on the rights of that family, by his intended 

marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, the heir of it ; a. 

marriage, which he had folemnly promifed to celebrate, 

and to the expetl:ation of which he had chiefly owed all 

his pafi: fucceffes. But many reafons diffuaded Henry 

from adopting this expedient. Were he to receive the 

crown only in right of his confort, his power, he knew, 

would be very limited ; and he mufi: expeCl: rather to en­

j~y the bare title of king by a fort of courtefy, than pof­

fefs the real authority which belongs to it. Should the 

princefs die before him without iffue, he mufi: defcend 

from the throne, and give place to the next in fucceffion : 
And even if his bed iliould be blefi: with offspring, it 
feemed dangerous to expeCt, th,1t filial piety in his chil­

dren would prevail over the ambition of obtaining prefent 

w Rymer, tom, vi.i. P• 849• Cok .. ·~ Infr. 4• In:!. part, I. P• 37• 

X 3 po1feffion 
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c H A P. poffdlion of regal power. An aa of parliament, indeed', 
XXIV. . . 
~might eafily he procured to fettle the crown on htm dunng 

1485. life; but Henry knew how much fuperior the claim of 

fucceffion by blood was to the authority of an affembly x, 
which had always been overborne by violence in the 

fuock of contending titles, and whrcb had ever been more 

governed by the conjunctures of the times, than by any 

confideration derived from reafon or public interefl:. 

THERE was yet a third foundation, on which Henry 

might refl: his claim, the right of conq uelf, by his vietofy 

over Richard, the prefent poffeffor of the crown. But 

bcfides that Richard himfelf was deemed no better than 

an ufurper, the army, which fought again£1 him, confifl:ed 

chiefly ofEnglifhmen; and a right of conquefr over Eng­

land could never be efrabliilied by fuch a victory. No­

thing alfo would give greater umbrage to the nation than 

a claim of this nature; which might be confl:rued as an 

abolition of all their rights and privileges, and the efra­

bli£hment of abfol ute authority in the fovereign Y. Wil­

liam himfelf, the Norman, though at the head of a power­
ful and victorious army of foreigners, had at fir£1 declined 

the invidious title of conqueror; and it was not till the 
fu'll cfl:ablifument of his authority, that he had ventured 
to advance fo violent and defl:rutl:ive a pretenfion. 

BuT Henry was fenfible, that there remained another 

foundation of power, fomewhat refemblingthe right of con­
quefl:, namely, prefent poffeffion; and that this title, guard­
ec.l by vigour and abilitres, would be fufficient to fecure per­
p~tual poffcffion of the throne. He had before him the 

example of Henry IV. who, fupported by no better pre­

tcnfion, had fubdued many infurred:ions, and had been 
ab I-. to tranfmit the crown peaceably to his pofi:erity. He 

could perceive, that this claim, which had been perpetuated 

through three generations of the family of Lancail:er,. 

X Bacon in Kennet's complete Ei!tory, p. 579• Y Eacon, P· 579• 

might 
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fuight frill hatre fubfifl:ed, notwithfl:anding the preferable c H A P. 

title of the houfe of York; had not the fcepter devolved~ 
into the hands of Henry VI. which were too feeble to fuf- 1485• 

tam 1t. Infl:ruB:ed by this recent experience, Henry was 

determined to put himfelf in poff~ffion of regal authority; 
and to lhow all opponents, that nothing but force of arms 
and a fuccefsful war fhould be able to expel him. His 

claim as heir to the houfe of Lancafier he was refolved 
to advance; and never allow to be difcuffed: And he 
hoped that this right, favoured by the partizans of that 

family, and feconded by prefent power, would fecure him 
a perpetual and an independant authority. 

THESE views of Henry are not expofed to much blame; 
becaufe founded on good policy, and e\·en on a fpecies of 
neceffity: But there entered into all his meafures and 
counfels another motive, which admits not of the fame 
apology. The violent contentions; which, during fo long!<id~g·s pr..; JU ICe a-

R period, had been maintained between the rival families, gainlt th: 

and the many fanguihary revenges, which they had alter- ~::~.of 
natcly taken on each other, had inflamed the oppofite fac-
tions to a high pitch of animofity. Henry himfelf, who 

had feen mofi of his near friends and relations perifh in 
battle or by the executioner, and who had been expofed in 
his own perfon to many hardfhips and dangers, had im· 
bibed a violent antipathy to the York party, which no time 
or experience were ever able to efface. Infl:ead of embracing 
the prefent happy opportunity of abolifhing thefe fatal 
difl:inB:ions, of uniting his title with that of his confort, 
and of befrowing favour indifcriminately on the friends of 
both families; he carried to the throne all the partialities 

which belong to the head of a faB:ion, and even the paf-
fions which are carefully guarded again!l: by every true 

politician in that fituation. To exalt the Lancafirian 
party, to deprefs the adherents of the houfe of York, were 

frill the favourite objeB:s ~f his purfuit: and through 
X 4 thP. 
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c ff A 1'. the whole courfe of his reign, he never forgot thefe early 
~::~ prepoffeffions. Incapable from his natural temper of a 

s485. more enlarged and more benevolent fyfiem of policy, he 
expofed himfelf to many prefent inconveniences, by too 
anxiou!ly guarding againfi that future poffible event, 
which might disjoin his title from that of the princefs 
whom he efpoufed. And while he treated the Yorkifis 
as enemies, he foon rendered them fuch, and taught them 
to difcufs that right to the crown, which he fo carefully 
kept feparate; and to perceive its weaknefs and inva­
lidity. 

To thefe paffions of Henry, as well as to his fufpicious 
politics, we are to afcribe the meafures, which he embraced 
two days after the battle of Bofworth. Edward Planta­
genet, earl of \Varwic, fon of the duke of Clarence, was 
detained in a kind of confinement at Sherif-Hutton in 

Yorkiliire, by the jcaloufy of his uncle, Richard; whofe 
title to the throne was inferior to that of the young 

prince. W arwic had now reafon to expect better treat­
ment; ··as he was no obfl:acle to the fucceffion either of 
Henry or Elizabeth; and from a youth of fuch tender years 
no danger could reafonably be apprehended. But Sir 
Robert Willoughby was difpatched by Henry with orders 
to take him from Sherif-Hutton, to convey him to the 
rrower, and to detain him in clofe cuftody z. The fame 
meffenger carried directions, that the princefs Elizabeth, 
who had been confined to the fame place, iliould be con­
ducted to London, in order to meet . Henry, and there 
celebrate her nuptials." . .,_:: • , ,. 

HENRY himfclf fet' ~ut ·for _.the}c~pi~~~l, :-· and advanced 
by flow journies. Not to rcmfe· thlj~::tlbufy of the people, 
he took care to avoid all appearanc-e of·military triumph; 

nd io to refhain the infolence of victory, that every 

,:. Hacon, p. 579• Polydo:e Vir~il, p. 565, 

thing 
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thit1g about him bore the appearance of an eilablHhed c H A P. 
. bl r. h h h. d . XXIV. monarch, makmg a peacea e progre1s t roug 1s om1-~ 

nions; rather than of a prince who had opened his way . ~~85. 
Hts Joyful 

to the throne by force of arms. The acclamation~ of reception in 

the people were every where loud, and no lefs fin cere London. · 

and hearty. Befides that a young and victorious prince, 
on his acceffion, was naturally the object of popularity; 

tbe nation promifed themfelves great felicity from the new 
fcene which opened before them. During the courfe of 
near a whole century the kingdom had been laid wafte by 
domeftic wars and convulfions ; and if at any time the 

noife of arms had ceafed, the found of faction and dif-
content frill threatened new diforders. Henry, by hrs 

marriage with Elizabeth, feemed to enfure a union of the 
contending titles of the two families; and having pre-
vailed over a hated tyrant, who had anew disjointed the 

fucceffion even of the houfe of York, and had filled his 
own family with blood and murder, be was, every where, 

attended with the unfeigned favour of the people. Nu-

merous and fplendid troops of gentry and nobility af;com-
panied his progrefs. The mayor and companies of Lon-

don received him as he approached the city: The crouds 
of people :and citizens were zealous in their expreffions of 

fatisfatlion. But Henry, amidft this general effufion of 
joy, difcovered fl:ill the ftatelinefs and referve of his tern 

.per; which made him fcorn to court popularity: He en-
tered London in a clofe chariot, and would not gratify 
the people with a fight of their new fovereign. 

BuT the king did not fo much negleCl: the favour of 
-the people, as to delay giving them affurances of his 
marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, which he knew to 

be fo paffionately defired by the nation. On his leaving 
Britanny, he had artfully dropped fome hints, that, if 

he lhould fucceed in his enterprize, and obtain the crown 

cf England, he would e.fpoufe Anne, the heir of that 
cl utchy ;· 

1 
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C H A P. dutchy; and the report of this engagement had already 

~reached England, and had begotten anxiety in the people; 

1485. and even in Elizabeth herfelf. Henry took care to diffi­

pate thefe apprehenfions; by folemnly renewing, before 

the council and principal nobility, the promife which he 

had already given to celebrate his nuptials with the Eng­

li£h princefs. But though bound by honour, as well as 

by intereH, to complete this alliance, he was refolved to 

itis corona- pofrpone it, till the ceremony of his own coronation: 

tion. ihould be finifhe·d, and till his title 1hould be recognized 

by parliament. Still anxious to fupport his perfonal and 

hereditary right to the throne, he dreaded left a preceding 

marriage with the princefs fhould imply a participation of. 

fovereignty in her, and raife doubts of his own title by 

the houfe of Lancafier. 

Sweating 
1icknefs. 

soth oa. 

THERE raged at that time in London, and other parts 

of the kingdom, a fpecies of malady, unknown to any 

other age or nation, the Sweating ficknefs, which occa­

:fioned the fudden death of great multitudes; though it 

feerned not to be propagated by any contagious infection, 

but arofe trom the general difpofition of the air and of the 

human body. In lefs than twenty-four hours the paa 

tient commonly died or recovered; but when the pefii­

lence had exerted its fury for a few weeks, it was obferved, 

either from alterations in the air, or from a more proper 

regimen, which had been difcovered, to be confidetably 

abated a. Preparations were then made for the ceremony 

of Henry's coronation. In order to heighten the fplendor 

of that fpectacle, he befiowed the rank of knight ban­

ncret oa t\vclve p~rfons ; and he conferred peerages on 

three. J a(per earl of Pembroke, his unde, was created 

duke of Bedford; Thomas lord Stanley, his father-in-

law, earl of Derby; and Edward Courtency, earl of De­

vonf.hire. At the coronation likewife there appeared a' 

a Polydore Virgil, p. 567. 

1Jew 
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new infl:itutiorr, which the king had efrablifl1ed for fecu- c H A P. 

rity as well as pomp, a band of fifty archers, who were~ 
termed yeomen of the guard. But left the people fhould 14S5. 

take umbrage at this unufual fymptom of jealoufy in the 

prince, as if it implied a perfonal diffidence of his fub-

jetl:s, he declared the infl:itution to be perpetual. The 

ceremony of coronation was performed by cardinal Bour-

chier, archbi{hop of Canterbury. 

THE parliament being affembled at Wefrminfrer, the 7th No_v. 
· · · cl· 1 d b d d · A parha-maJOflty 1mme tate y a?peare to e evote parttzans of ment. 

Henry; all pe.fons of another difpofition, either cleclin-

ing to fiand in thofe dangerous times, or being obliged to 

rliflemble their principles and inclinations. The Lanca-
firian party had every where been fuccefsful in the elec-

tions; and even many had been returned, who, during 
the prevalence of the houfe of York, had been expofed t() 

he rigour of law, and had been condemned by fentence 

of attainder and outlawry. Their right to take feats in 
the houfe being quefrioned, the cafe was referred to all 
the judges, who affembled in the Exchequer Chamber, 

in order to deliberate on fo delicate a fubjecr. The opi­
nion delivered was prudent, and contained a juft tem­

perament between law and expediency b. The judges 

determined, that the members attainted ihould forbear 
taking their feat till an aB: were paffed for the reverfal of 
their attainder. There was no difficulty in obtaining this 
act; and in it were comprehended a hundred and feven 

pcrfons of the king's party c ! 
BuT a fcruple was fiartcd of a nature flill more im­

portant. The king himfelf had been attaintcd; and his 
right of fucceffion to the crown might thence be expofed 

to fome doubt. The judges extricated themfelves from 

this dangerous quefl:ion, by afferting it as a maxim; 

" That the crown takes away all defeCts and :ftops in 

b :Bacon, P· sS It 

15. 17. 2.6-6s.-
c Rot, Pari, 1 Hc:n, VJI, n. :z, 3, 4-

" blood · - ;. 
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c H A P. " blood ; and that from the time the king affumed royat 
~" authority, the fountain was cleared, an~ all attainders 

J485. " and corruptions of blood difcharged d.'' Befides that 

the cafe, from its urgent neceffity, admitted of no delibe­
ration; the judges probably thought, that no fentence of 
a court of judicature had authority fufficient to bar the 
iight of fucceffion ; that the heir of the crown was com­

monly expofed to fuch jealoufy as might often occafion 

:flretches of law and juftice againft him; and that a prince 
:might even be engaged in unj uftifiable meafures during 
his predeceffor's reign, without meriting on that account 
to be excluded from the throne, which was his birth­

l'ight. 
\VITH a parliament fo obfequious, the king could not 

fail of obtaining whatever aB: of fettlement he was pleafed 

, to require. He feems only to have entertained fome doubt 

within himfelf on what claim he fhould found his preten­

fions. In. his fpeech to the parliament he mentioned 
his }uft title by hereditary right: But left that title lhould 

not be efteemed fufficient~ he fubjoined his claim by the 
j udgment of God, who had given him viB:ory over his 
enemies. And again, left this pretenfion fhould be in ... 

terpreted as affuming a right of conqueft, he enfured to 

his fubjeB:s the full enjoyment of their former properties 

2nd poffeffions. 
E r:tail of THE entail of the crown was drawn, according to the 
•· e rown. fenfe of the king, and probably in words, diCtated by 

him. He made no mention in it of the princefs Eliza­
beth, nor of any branch of her family; but in other re­
fpeets the aB: wa~ compiled with fufficient refcrve and 
moderation. He did not infift, that it lhould contain a 

declaration or recognition of his preceding right; as on 
the other hand, he avoided the appearance of a new law 
~r ordinance. He chofe a middle courfe, which, as is 

tJ llacon, p, 581, 

generally 
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generally unavoidable in fuch cafes, was not entirely free c H A P. 

from uncertainty and obfcurity. It was voted, "That~ 
" the inheritance of the crown fhould reft, remain, and 14i5. 

" abide in the king e ;" but whether as rightful heir, or 
only as prefent poffe!for, was not determined. In like 
manner, Henry was contented that the fucceffion ihould 

be fecured to the heirs of his body; but he pretended not, 
in cafe of their failure, to exclude the houfe of York, or 
to give the preference to that of Lancafi:er: He left that 

great point ambiguous for the prefent, and trufred, that, 
if it fhould ever become requifite to determine it, future 
incidents would open the way for the decifion. 

BuT even after all thefe precautions, the king was fo 

little fatisfied with his own title, that, in the following 

year, he applied to papal authority for a confirmation of 
it ; and as the court of Rome gladly laid hold of all op­
portunities, which the imprudence, weaknefs, or necef­
fities of princes afforded it to extend its influence, Inno­
cent VIII. the reigning pope, readily granted a bull, in 
whatever terms the king was pleafed to defire. All Hen­
ry's titles, by fucce:ffion, marriage, parliamentary choice 
even conquefr, are there enumerated; and to the who1e 
the fanCl:ion of religion is added; excommunication is 
denounced againfr every one who !hould either di!tur 
him in the prefent poffeffion, or the heirs of his booy 
in the future fucce.ffion, of the crown; and from this 

penalty, no criminal, except in the article of death, 

could be abfolved but by the pope himfelf, or his fpe­

cial commiffioners. It is difficult to imagine, that the 

fecurity, derived from this bull, could be a compenfation 

for the defect which it betrayed in Henry's title, and 

f9r the danger of thus inviting the pope to interpofe in 

thefe concerns. 
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c H A P. IT was natural, and even laudable in Henry to rever(o 

~the attainders, which had paffed againfl: the partizans of 

x4S5. the houfe of Lancafier: But the revenges, which he ex­

ercifed againft the adherents of the York family, to which 

he was fo foon to be allied, cannot be confidercd in the 

fame light. Yet the parliament, at his infiigation, paffed 

an act of attainder againfr the late king himfelf, againfl: 

the dt.Jke of Norfolk, the earl of Surrey, vifcount Love], 

the lords Zouche and Ferrars of Chartley, Sir Waiter 

and Sir J ames Harrington, Sir \Villiam Berkeley, Sir 

HurPphrey Stafford, Catdby, and about twenty other 

gentlemen, who had fought on Richard's fide in the bat­

tle of Bofworth. How men could be guilty of treafon, 

by fupporting the king in poffeffion againfl: the earl of 

Richmond, who afrumcd not the title of king, it is not 

ea{y to conceive; and nothing but a fcrvile complaifance 

in the parliament col.lld have engaged them to make this 

fl:retch of j ufiice. Nor was it a fmall mortification to the 

people in general, to fir'!d, that the king, prompted ei­

ther by avarice or refentment, could, in the very begin­

ning of his reign, fo far violate the cordial union, which 

had previoufly been concerted between the parties, and 

to the expeCtation of which he had plainly owed his fuc .... 

ccffion to the throne. 

THE king, having gaineo fo many points of confe. 

queuce from the parliament, thought it not expedient to 

demand any fupply from them, which the profound peace 

enjoyed by the nation, and the late forfeiture of Ri­

chard's adherents, feemed to render fomewhat fuperRuous. 

1
oth Dec. The parliament, however, conferred on him during life 

the duty of tonnage and poundage, which had been en· 

joyed in the fame manner by fome of his immediate pre­

deceffors; and they added, before they broke up, other 

money bills of no great moment. The king, on his part, 

made returns of grace and favour to his people. He pub .. 

li!hed 
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Hlhed. his royal proclamation, offering pardon to all fuch c H A P. 
. XXIV. 

;a.s had taken arms, or formed any attempts agamfi him ; "-.,--1 

provided they fubmitted themfelves to mercy by a certain 14S5 .. 

day, and took the ufual oath of fealty and allegiance. 
Upon this proclamation many came out of their fanClu-
aries; and the minds of men were every where much 
quieted. Henry chofe to take wholly to himfelf the merit 
of an act of grace, fo agreeable to the nation ; rather 
than communicate it with the parliament, (as \Vas his 
firfi intention) by paffing a bill to that purpofe. The 
earl of Surrey, however, though he had fubmittcd, and 
delivered himfelf into the king's hands, was fent prifoncr 
to the 'rower. 

DuRING this parliament, the king alfo bellowed fa­
vours and honours on fome particular perfons, \Vho were 
attached to him. Edward Stafford, cldefi fon of the 
duke of Buckingham, attainted in the late reign, was re­
fl:ored to the honours of his family, as well as t.J its for­
tune, which was very ample. This generofity, fo unufual 
in Henry, was the effect of his gratitude to the memory 
of Buckingham, who had firft concerted the plan of his 
elevation, and who by his own ruin had made way for 
that great event. Chandos of Britann y was created earl 
of Bath, Sir Giles Daubeny lord Daubcny, and Sir Ro­
bert Willoughby lord Broke. Thefe were all the titles 
of nobility conferred by the king during this feffion of 
parliament e. 

BuT the minifters, whom Henry mofi trufl:cd and fa­
voured, were not chofen from among the nobility, or 
even from among the laity. John Morton, and Richard 
Fox, two clergymen, perfons of induHry, vigilance, and 
capacity, were the men to v,rhom he chiefly confided hi~ 

affairs and fecret counfels. They had fllared with him 
:1ll his former dangers and di!heifes; and he now took 

e Pol~dore Vir~il, p. s66. 

tare 
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C H' A P. care to make them participate in his good fortune. They 

X~~ 
. 

'---y--J were both called to the pnvy council; Morton was 

I4Zs. refrored to the biiliopric of Ely, Fox was created biihop 

of Exeter. The former foon after, upon the death of 

Bourchier, was raifed to the fee of Canterbury. The 

latter was made privy feal ; and fucceffively, bilhop of 

Bath and Wells, Durham, and Winchdter. For Henry, 

as lord Bacon obferves, loved to employ and advance 

prelates; becaufe, having rich biilioprics to befiow, it 

was eafy for him to reward their Cervices : And it was 

his maxim to raife them by flow freps, and make them 

firfi: pafs. through the inferior fees r. He probably ex­

peCted, that, as they were naturally more dependant on 

him than the nobility, who, during that age, enjoyed 

pofieffions and jurifditlions dangerous to royal authority; 

fo the profpeet of farther elevation would render them 

'fiill more aCtive in his fervice, and more obfequious to bis 

1 commands-. . 

t486. IN prefenting the bill of tonnage and poundage, tl1e 

:Sch Jan. parliament, anxious to preferve the legal, undifputed 

fucceffion to the crown, had petitioned Henry, with de­

monfrrations of the greateft zeal, to efpoufe the princefs 

Elizabeth; but they covered their true reafon under the 

dutiful pretence of their defire to have heirs of his body. 

~ing•s mar- He now thought in earnefr of fatisfying the minds Gf .his 

~"~age. people in that particular. His marriage was celebrated at 

London; and that with greater appearance of univerfal 

joy, than either his firfi: entry or his coronation. Henry 

remarked with much difpleafure this general favour borne 

to the houfe of York. The fufpicions, which arofe from 

it, not only difi:urbed his tranquillity during his whole 

reign ; but bred difgufr towards his confort herfelf, and 

poifoncd all h.is domefi:ic enjoyments, Though virtuvu.;, 

f Bacc.n, p. 5~~. 
a.miable 
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t!1i~ble, and obfequious to the 1afl: degree, fhe never met C f-i A P. 

f. fi. n.. f } . X X I V. with a proper return o a ecLton, or even o comp a1fance ...____.,,.._._J 
fJOm her hufband; and the malignant ideas of fattion 14i6~ 

fiill, in his fullen mind, prevailed over all the fentiments 
of conjugal tendernefs. 

·riiE king had been carried along, with fuch a tide of 
[ucceCs, ever ilnce his ~rrival in EPglahd, that he thought 
nothing could with!tand the fortune :1nd authority which 

attent.:kd him. He now refolved to make a progrefs into 
the North, where the friends of the houfe of York, and 
(:Vcn the p .. rtizans of Richard, \vere numerous; in 

hopes of curing, by his prcfence and com'erfation, the 

prcj uc!ices of th e malcontents. \V hen he arri\'cd at Not­
tingham, he heard that · vifcount LoveJ, with Sir Hum~ 
phrey Stafford and Thomas, his brother, had fecretly 
withdrawn themfelves from their fanB:uary at Colchefter: 

But this news appeared not to him Q[ fuch iri-Jportance as 

to !top his journey; and he proceeded forward to York. 
He there heard, that the Staffords had levied an army, An infuf ... 

d I · b r. . h · f V 11 rechon · ~n were marc ung to euege t e ctty o v orceu:er: • 
And that Love], at the head of three or four thou{~md 

men, was approaching to at~ack him in York. Henry was 

not difmayed with this intelligence. His activ.e Courage; 
full of refources, immediate} y prompted him to find the 
proper remedy. Though furrounded with enemies in 

thele ~ifaffeB:ed couhtics; he zflembled a fr..-aJl body of' 
troops, in whom he could cotifiJe; and he put therri 
under the command of the duke of Bedford. He joined 
to them all his own attendants; l:: ut he found that this 
hafty armament was more forinidable by their fpirit and 
their zealous attachment to him, than by the arms or 
military !lores with which they were provided. He there-
fore gave Dcdford orders not to approach the ehemy; bu 

rcvioufly to try every proper expedient to difperfc them,: 

Bedford pu bli{hed a general promife of pardon to the re~ 
roT. HI. Y bels; 
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c H A P. bcls; which had a grr:ater effect on their leader than on 
, xx~ his followers. Lovel, who had undertaken an enterprize, 

14S6. that exceeded his courage and capacity, was fo terrified 
with the fear of defcrtion among his troops, that he fud­
denly withdrew himfelf; and, after lurking fome time in 
Lancafhire, he made his efcape into Flanders, where he 
was proteCted by the dutchefs of Burgundy. His army 
fubmitted to the king's clemency; and the other rebels, 

hearing of t!1is fuccefs, railed the fiege of \V ... orcefter, 
and difperfed themfelves. The Staffords took fanctuary 
in the church of Colnham, a village near Abingdon; but 

as it was found, that this church had not the privilege 

of giving protection to rebels, they were taken thence: 

'rhe elder was executed at Tyburn; the younger, plead­

ing that he had been miilcd by his brother, obtained a 
pardon g. • 

1 ... 1h Sept. HENRY's joy for this fuccefs was followed, fome time 
af~er, by the birth of a prince, to whom he gave the 

name of Arthur, in memory of the famous Britifh king 
of that name, from whom, it was pretended, the family 

of Tudor derived its defcent. 

o:rcont"nfs THOUGH Henry had been able to defeat this hafty 
f the pco- rebellion, raifed by the relics of Richard's partizans, hi3 
ie. 

~overnment was become in general unpopular: The 
fourcc of public difcontent arofe chiefly from his preju· 
dices againft the houfc of York, which was generally 

beloved by the nation, and which, for that very reafon, 
became every day more the object of his hatred and jea­
loufy. Not only a preference on all occafions, it was 

obferved, was given to ·the Lancaftrians; but many of 

the oppofite party had been expofed to great feverity, and 

had been bereaved of their fortunes by acts of attainder. 
A general refumption likewife had paffed of all grants 
made by the princes of the houfe of York,; and though 

' Polydore Virgil, p. 569, 
this 
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this ria-our had been covered under the pretence, that the C T-T A P. 
0 

• r. ffi . r. XXIV. 
revenue was become In1U ctent to 1upport the dignity '--...r--J 
of the crown, and though the grants, during the later 14&6. 

years of Henry VI. were refumed by the fame law, 
yet the York party, as they were the principal fufferers 

by the refumption, thought it chiefly levelled againfr 
them. 'I' he feverity, exercifed again:fl: the earl of War-
wic, begat compaffion for youth and innocence, ex-
pofed to fuch oppreffion ; and his confinement in the 

Tower, the very place where Edward's children had been 
murdered by their uncle, made the public expect a like 
cataftrophe for him, and led them to make a comparifon 
between Henry and that detefted tyrant. And when it 
was remarked, that the queen herfelf met with harlh 

treatment, and even after the birth of a fon, was not ad· 
mitted to the honour of a public coronation, Henry's 
prepoffeffions were then concluded to be inveterate, and 

men became equally obftinate in their difguft to his 
government. Nor was the manner and addrefs of the 
king calculated to cure thefe prejudices contracted againfr 
his adminiftration; but had, in every thing, a tendency 
t,o promote fear, or at beft reverence, rather than good-
will and affection h. While the high idea, entertained 
of his policy and vigour, retained the noBility and men of 
character in obedience; the effeCl:s of his unpopular go-
vernment foon appeared, by incidents of an extraordinary 
nature. "' 

r£HERE lived in Oxford, one Richard Simon, a prieft, 
who poffeffed fome fubtlety, and frill more enterprize and 
temerity. This man had entertained the defign of dif­
turbing Henry's government, by raifing a pretender to 
his crown ; and for that purpofe, he cafl: his eyes on 
Lambert Simnel, a youth of fifteen years of age, who L:l'n!J .. rt 

vas fon of a baker, and who, being endowed with under- Sin.nel. 

Y2 ftandinJ 
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c H A P.l ftanding above his years, and addrefs above his condition, 

~ feemed well fitted to perfonate a prince of royal cxtrac-· 

14&6. tion. A report had been fpread among the people, an& 

received with great avidity, that Richard, duke of York, 

fecond fon of Edward IV. had, by a fecret efcape, faved 

himfelf from tne cruelty of his uncle, and lay fomewhere 

concealed in England. Simon, taking ad vantage of this 

rumour, had at :fidl: infiruB:ed his pupil to affume that 

name, which he found to be fo fondly cherifhed by the­

public: But hearing aft~wards a new report, that War­

wic had made his efcape from the Tower, and obferving 

that this news was attended with no lefs general f~tisfac­

tion, he changed the plan of his impofrure, and made 

Simnel perlonate that unfortunate prince i, Though the 

; outh was qualified by nature for the part which he v.ras 

infiruB:ed to atl; yet was it remarked, thJt he was better 

informed in circumfianccs relating to the roya; fami.ly, 

particularly in the adventures of the earl of W<1rwic, 

than he could be fuppofed to have learned from one of 

Simon's condition: And it W2S thence conjeEtured, that 

perfons of higher rank, partizans of the houie of York, 

had laid the plan of this confpiracy, and had conveyed 

proper infiruetions to the actors. The queen-dowager 

herfelf was expofcd to fufpicion; and it was indeed the 

general opinion, however unlikely it might feem, that 

1he had fecretl y given her confent to the impofture. This 

woman was of a very refilefs difpofition. Finding, that, 

infiead of receiving the reward of her fervices, in con­

tributing to Henry's elevation, lhe herfelf was fallen into 

abfolute infignificance, her daughter treated with feve>rity, 

and all her friends brought under fubjetl:ion, ihe had 

conceived the mofr violent animofity again£1: him, and 

had refolved to make him feel the effects of her refent­

ment. She knew, that the impofior, however fucce(sful, 

might 
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tnight eafily at la!l: be fet afide; and if a. way could be C H A P· 

found at his rifque to fubvert the government, 1be hoped~ 
that a fcene might be opened, which, though difficult at 14~6. 

prefent exatl:ly to forefee, would gratify her revenge, and 

be on the whole lefs irkfome to her, than ~hat flavery and 

contempt, to which £he was now reduced :c. 

BuT whatever care Simon might take to convey in11:ruc­

tion to his pupil Simnel, he was fenfible, that the impof­

ture would nor bear a clofe infpection; and he was there­

fore determined to open the firll: public fcene of it in 

Ireland. That ifland, which was zealoufly attached to 
the houfe of York, and bore an affectionate regard to the 

memory of Clarence, Warwic's father, who had been 

their lieutenant, was improvidently allowed by Henry to 

remain in the fame condition, in which he found it; an~ 

.all the counfellors and officers, who had been appointed 

by his predeceffor, fiill retained their authority. No 

loaner did Simnel prefent himfelf to Thomas Fitz-gerald, 
e:1rl of Kildare, the deputy and claim his protection as the 

unfortunate Warwic, than that credulous nob1cman, not 
fufpecting fo bold an impofiure, gave attention to him, 

and began to confult fome perfons of rank with regard to 

this extraordinary incident. Thefe he found even more 

fanguine in their zeal and belief than himfelf: And in 

proportion as the frory difFufed itfclf among thofe of lower 
condition, it became the objeCl: of fiill greater paffion and 

credulity, till the people in Dublin with one confent 
tendered their allegiance to Simnel, as to the true Plan­

tagenet. Fond of a novelty, which Battered their natural 
propenfion, they overlooked the daughters of Edward IV. 
who ftoou before "\Varwic in the order of fucceffion; they Re11olt o( 

d h d d 
. d } . r . Ireland. 

paye t e preten e prmce atten ance as t 1e1r 1overetgn, 
lodged him in the cafile of Dublin, crowned him with 

a dia.dem ~aken from a ftatue of the virgin, and publicly 

t. Polydore Virgil, p. 570. 
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c H A P. proclaimed him king, by the appellation of Edward VI. 
XXIV. . d d h 1 . '--v--'The whole ~:Gan followe t e examp e of the capt-

J486, tal; and not a fword was any where drawn in Henry's 

quarrel. 
WHEN this intelligence was conveyed to the king, it 

reduced him to fome perplexity. Determined always to 

face his enemies in perfon, he yet fcrupled at prefent to 
leave England, where, he fufpetl:ed, the confpiracy was 
firfi framed, and where, he knew, many perfons of con­
dition, and the people in general, were much difpofed to 

give it countenance. In order to difcover the fecret 

fource of the contrivance, and take meafures againfl: this 
open revolt, he held frequent confultations with his mi­

ni11ers and counfellors, and laid p1ans for a vigorous de­

fence of his authority, and the fuppreffion of his enemies. 

THE firfl: event, which followed thefe deliberations, 

gave furprize to the public: It was the feizure of the 

queen-dowager, the forfeiture of all her lands anJ reve­

nue, and the clofe confinement of her pcrfon in the nun­

nery of Bermondefey. This aB: of authority was covered 
with a very thin pretence. It was alleged, that, not­

withfranding the fecret agreement to marry her daughter 
to Henry, !he had yet yielded to the felicitations and me­

naces of Richard, and had delivered that princefs and her 

fifrers into the hands of the tyrant. This crime, which was 
now become obfolete, and might admit of alleviations, 

was therefore fufpeB:ed not to be the real caufe of the fe­
verity, with which fhe was treated ; and men believed, 
that the king, unwilling to accufe fo near a relation of a 

confpiracy againfl: him, had cloaked his vengeance or pre­
caution under colour of an offence known to the whole 

world l, They were afterwards the more confirmed in 

this fufpicion, when they found, that the unfortunate 

queen, though ~e furvived this difgrace fcveral years2 

l Bacon~ f• 583. Polydore Virgil, p. 571. 
was 
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Wa3 never treated with any more lenity, but was allmved C H A P. 

cl h 1. c · r 1. r1 d c. XXIV, 
to en er 11e m poverty, 10 :tu ... e, an connnement. '-v---J 

THE next m~:afure of the king's was of a lefs ex'=ep- 1 4g6• 

tionable nature. He ordered that \Varwic fhould be taken 

from the Tower, be led in proceffion through the firects 

of Lo.1don, be conduaed to St. Paul's, and there expofed 

to t: e view of the whole people. He even gave direc-

tions, that fome men of rank, attached to the houfe of 

York, and beft acquainted with the perfon of this prince, 

:lhould approach hi n and convcrfc with him: And he 

trufl:ed, that thefe, being convinced of the abfurd im­

pofi:ure of Simnel, vvrould put a flop to the crdulity of 

the populace. The expedient had its efreCl: in England : 

But in Ireland the people fiill perfifted in their revolt, 

and zealoufl y retorted on the kin~ the reproach of propa­

gating an impofturc, and of having £hewn a counterfeit 

Warwic to the publ1c. 

HENRY had foon reafon to apprehend, that the defign 

againfl: him was not laid on fuch flight foundations as the 

abfurdity of the contrivance feemed t~ indicate. John, 

earl of Lmcoln, fon of John de la Pole, duke of Suffolk, 

and of Elizabeth, eldefl: :ii!ter to Edward IV~ was engag­

ed to take part in the confpiracy. This nobleman, who 

poffeffcd capacity and coura~e, had entertained very :::fpir­

ing views; and his ambition was encouraged by the 

known intentions of his uncle, R:chard, who had formed 

a defign, in cafe he hi'Tifelf fhould die without ifiue, of 

declaring Lincoln fuccdior to the crown. The king's 

jcaloufy againft all eminent perfons of the York party, and 

his rigour towards Warwic, had f:Hther Hruck Lincoln 

with apprehenfions, and made him rcfol ve to fcek for 

fafety in the moft dangerous counfe1s. Ihving fixed a 

fccret cor.efpondence with Sir Thomas Broughton, a 

man of great interd1: in Lancaihirc, he retired to Flan­

ders, where Lovel had arrived a littic before him; and he 

Y 4 livrd, 
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P H A P.Jived, during fomc time, in the court of his aunt the 
.._ xx~v. ,dutchefs of Burgundy, by whom he had been invited 

~4S6. over. 

It · f MARGARET, widow of Charles the Bold, duke of n ngues o 
the dutchefsBurgunJy, not having any children of her own, attached 
of.Burgundy.h r 'f ~ · h · f · cJIL · h d 1 · 1 · ' · er1e1 Wlt an ent1re nen uup to er aug 1ter-m- aw, 

~arried to Maximil ian, archduke of Aufiria; and after 
the death of that princefs, fhe perfevered in her affection 

to Philip and Margaret, her children, and occupied her­
felf in the care of their education and of t~eir perfon.s. 

J3y her virtuous conduct and demeanour, {he had acquired 

great author;ty among the Flemings; and lived with 

much dignity, as well as ceconomy, upon that ample 

dowry, which fhe inherited from her huiband. The rc­

fcntments of this princefs were no lefs warm than her 

friendfhips; and that fpirit of faction, which it is fo 
difficult for a focial and f:mguine temper to guard againfi, 
had taken firong poifeffion of her heart, and entrenched 
fomewhat on the probity, which f11one forth in the other 

parts of her character. Hearing of the malignant jea­

loufy, entertained by Henry againfl: her family, and his 
oppreffion of all its partizans ; !he was moved with the 
highefi indignation, and fr.c Jetermined to make him 

repent of that enmity, to which fo many of her friertds, 
without any reafon or neceffity, had fallen viB:ims. 

After confulting with Lincoln and LoveJ, f11e hired a 
l'~87· body of two thoufand vetcr~m Ge: man~, under th~ ccm • 

mand of Martin Swart, a br~ve and experienced officer m; 

and fent them over, together with thdc t\vo noblemen, 

LaT!Jbrrt to join Simnel in Ireland. rrhc countel~ance, given b-j 
S·mnel.in- perfor.s of fuch high rank, and the acceffion of this m:-
v.ldes Eng- ' 
land. litary force, much raifeJ the courage of the Iriili, an~ 

made them entertain the re[Jlution of invading Eng-

m Poly~ . Virg p 57z, 573• 

lane, 
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1and, where they believed the fpirit of clifaffe8:ion as C H A P. 

I . d b . I , XXIV. 
preva ent as 1t appeare to e 111 re1and. The po- ~,..--) 

verty alfo, under which they laboured, made it im- 1487. 

poffible for them to fupport any longer their new 

court and army, and infpired them with a £1-rong defire 

of enriching themfelves by plunder and preferment in 
England. 

HENRY was not ignorant of thefe intentions of his 

enemies; and he prep:ueJ himfelf for defence. He or­

t.kred troops to be levied in dirrcrent parts of the king­

dom, and put them under th~ command of the duke of 

}3edford, and earl of Oxford. He confined the marquis 

of Dorfet, who, he fufpccted, would rcfcnt the injuries 

fuff~red by his mother, the queen dowager: And to 

gratify the people by an appearance of devotion, he made 

a pilgrimage to our lady of \Valfin6ham, famous for 

miracles; and there offered up prayers for fuccefs ami 

for deliverance from his enemies. 

BEING informed that Simnel was l::nd"'d at Foudrey in 

Lancafhire, he drew together his forces, and advanced 

towards the enemy as far as Coventry. The rebels had 

entertained hopes, that the difaffected counties in the 

North would rife in their favour: But the people in ge-

neral, averfe to join Irifh and German invaders, con-

vinced of Lambert's impofiure, and kept in awe by the 

king's reputation for fucccfs and conduct, either remain-

ed in tranquillity, or gave affiitance to the royal army. 

~The earl of Lincoln, therefore, who commancicd the re-

bels, finding no hopes but in viB::ory, was determined to 

bring the matter to a fpcedy decifion; and the king, 

fupported by the native courage of his temper, and em­

boldened by a g-reat ~cceffion of volunteers, who haJ 6th JuM. 
• • .1 h. cl h 1 f Sh ili , 1 d na ttlt>of 
JOIIlCu 1m, un er t ,c e~n o rcw ury ana or Moke. 

~tmnge, declined not the combat. ·rhc hofl:ile armies 

m~t at Stoke in he county of Nottingham, and fought a 
battle, 
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c H A P. battle, which was bloody, and more ob!linately · dif .. 
XXIV. Id b .0.. d . . '---.,;--' puted than cou have een expel:.Le from the mequahty 

z487. of their force. All the leaders of the rebels were refolved 

to conquer or to periih; and they infpired their troops with 

iike refolution. The Germans alfo, being veteran and 

experienced foldiers, kept the event long doubtful; and 

even tbe Iri£h, though ill-armed and almoil: defencelef.:, 
fuowcd themfclves not defeB:ive in fpirit and bravery. 
'The king's victory was purchafed with lofs, but was 

entirely decifive. Lincoln, Broughton, and Swart, pe­

rifhed in the :field of battle, with four thoufand of their 
:'"ollowers. As Lovel was never more heard of, he was 

elieved to have undergone the fame fate. Simnel, with 

l1is tutor, Simou, was taken prifoner. Simon, being 

a priefr, was not tried at law, and was only committed 

to <:lofe cufiody: Simnel was too contemptible to be an 

objeCt either of apprehenfion or refentment to Henry. 

He was pardoned, and made a fcullion in the king's 

kitchen; whence he was afterwards advanced to the rank 
of a falconer n. 

HENRY had now leifure to revenge himfelf on his 
enemies. He made a progrefs into the northern parts, 

where he gave many proofs of his rigorous difpofition. A 
:flrict enquiry was made after thofe who had affifl:ed er 

favoured the rebels. The puniihments were not all ~:m­

guinary : The king made his revenge fubfervient to his 
avarice. Heavy fines were levied upon the delinquents. 

The proceedings of the courts, and even the courts 

themfelves, were arbitrary. Either the criminals were 

tried by commiffioncrs appointed for the purpofe, or they 
fuffered puniihment by fentence of a court-martiaL And 

as a rumour had prevailed before the battle of Stoke, that 
the rebels had gained the viB:ory, that the royal army 

was cut in pieces, and that the king himfelf had efcaped 

n Bacon, p. sS6. Pol. Virg. p. 574• 
by 
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by llight, Henry was refolved to interpret the belief or c H A P. 
. f h' k fd'rJr.n· d XXIV. propagation o t ts report as a mar o llarrel:-LIOn; an '---..,....--J 

he puni£hed many for that pretended crime. But fuch, 1487. 

in this age, was the fituation of the Engli£h government, 

that the royal prerogative, which was but imperfeB:ly 

rdh:::incd during the mofi peaceable periods, was furc, in 

tumultuous, or even fufpicious times, Vv'hich frequently 

recurred, to break. all bounds of law, and to violate pub-

lic liberty. 
AFTER the king had gratified his rigour by the puni{h­

ment of his enemies, he determined to give contentment 

to the people, in a point, which, though a mere cere­

mony, vyas paffionately defired by them. The queen 
had been married near two years, but had not yet bee 1 

crowned ; and this affeCtation vf delay had given great 

difcontent to the public, and had been one principal 

fource of the difaffection which prevailed. The king, zsth Nov4 

infi:ruB:ed by experience, now fini£hed the ceremony of 

her coronation; and to fhew a difpofition fiill more gra-
cious, he refi:ored to liberty the marquis of Dorfet, who 

had been able to clear himfelf of all the fufpicions entt>r-

tained again£1: him. 
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C I-I A P. XXV. 

State of foreign affairs-- State of Scotland-- of 

Spain--ofthe Low Countries--of Prance-­

of Britanny--French invafion of Britai1ny­

French embajjj to England--Di.ffimulation of the 

French court--An infiwret7ion in the North­

JupprejJed--1\.iHg fends forces into Britanny­

.Annexation of Britamty to Prance-A parliament 

-Wtir with ]:'rance--Invafion of France 

--;-Peace with France--Perkin Warbec-

1-lis impojlure--He is avowed by the dutchefs of 

• Burgundy--and by many of the Englifh nobility 

-q-'rial and execution of Stanley--A par~ 

liamcnt. 

C H A P. THE king acqUtrcd great reputation throughout Eu .... 
~::__, rope by the vigorous and profperous condu& of his 

1488. domefiic affairs: But as fome incidents, about this time, 
State offo- • . d h' I k b d d I . r lf. b h If reignatrairs. InVIte un to oo a roa , an exert 11m1C m e a 

of his allies, it will be neceffary, in order to give a j uft 

account of his foreign meafures, to explain the !ituation 
of the neighbouring kingdoms ; beginning with Scot .. 
land, which lies mofi contiguous. 

State of THE kingdom of Scotland bJd not yet attained that 
Scotland. 

:ftate, which difi ;nguiihcs a civilized monarchy, and 

which enables the government, by the force of its law& 
and idlitutions alone, without any extraordinary capa­

city in the fo\'crcign, to maintain itfelf in order and tran­

quillity. James ur. who now £!led the throne, was a 
prince of little induftry and of a narrow genius ; and 

though 
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hough it behaved him to yield the reins of Q"overnn1ent c H A P 

. •/}_ h h d b I b XXV. to his mmmers, e a never cen ab c to make ~my '---y---J 

choice, which could give contentment both to himfclf 14SS. 

nnd to his people. \.\Then he beftowed his confidence on 

any of the principal nobility, he found, that they exalted 
their own family to fuch a height, as was dangerous to 

the prince~ and gave umbrage to the ftate : \Vhcn he 
conferred favour on any pcrfon of meaner birth, on 
whofe fnbmiffion he could more depend, the b:::rons of 
his kingdom, enraged at the power of an upfbrt minion, 
proceeded to the utmoft extremities a6 ainft their fove-
reign. Had Henry entert,~incd the ambition of conqucfis, 
a tempting opportunity now offered of reducing that 
kingdom to fubjection; but as he was probably fenfiblc, 
that a warlike people, though they might be over-run by 
reafon of their domefiic divifions, could not be retained 
in ob:::dience without a regular military force, which was 
then unknown in England, he rather intended the re-
newal of the peace with Scotland, and fcnt an emb::dfy 
to J ames for th:1t purpofe. But the Scots, who never 
defircd a durable peace with England, and who dcerr.ed 

their fecurity to confifi in confiantly preferving thcm-
fel ves in a warlike pofiure, would not agree to more 
than a feven years truce, which was accordingly con­
cluded0. 

THE European fiates on the continent were then hafi-
ening fafi: to the .fituation, in which they have remained, 

without any material alteration, for near three centuries ; 
and began to unite thernfe!ves into one extenfive fyfiem 
of policy, which comprehended the chief powers of 
Chrifiendom. Spain, which had hitherto been almoft Stat_e of 

entirely occupied within herfelf, now became formid- Spaw. 

able by the union of Aragon and Cafiile, in the perfons 

gf Ferdinand and !fabella, who, being princes of great 

" Polyd. Virg. p. 575· 

* oapacity, 
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c H ,A P. capacity, employed their force in enterprizes the moR: 
~~advantageous to their combined monarchy. The con-

1483. q uefr of Granada from the Moors was then undertaken, 

and brought near to a happy conclufion. And in that 

expedition the military genius of Spain was revived; 

honour and fecurity were attained; and her princes, no 

longer kept in awe by a domefl:ic enemy fo dangerous, 
began to enter into all the tranfaB:ions of Europe, and 
make a great figure in every war and negociation. 

O f the Low 1\1AXIMILIAN, king of the Romans, fon of the em-
Countr;es, 

State of 
France, 

pcror Frederic, had, by his marriage with the heirefs of 

Burgundy, acquired an intereft in the Netherlands; and 

though the death of his confort had weakened his con­

nexions with that country, he fl:ill pretended to the go­

vernment as tutor to his fon Philip, and his authority 

had been acknowledged by Brabant, Holland, and feveral 

of the provinces. But as Flanders and Hainault fl:ill re­
fufed to fubmit to his regency, and even appointed other 

tutors to Philip, he had been engaged in long wars againfl: 
that obftinate people, and never was able thoroughly to 
fubdue their fpirit. That he might free himfelf from 

the oppofition of France, he had concluded a peace with 

Lewis XI. and had given his daughter Margaret, then 

an infant, in marriage to the -dauphin ; together with 
Artois, Fanche-Compte, and Ch2.rolois, as her dowry. 
But this alliance had not produced the defired effeCt. 

The dauphin fucceeded to the crown of France by the 

appellation of Charles VIII. but Maximilian frill found 

the mutinies of the Flemings fomented by the intrigues 

of the court of France. 
FRANCE, during the two preceding reigns, had made 

a mighty encreafe in power and greatnefs; and had 
not other frates of Europe at the fame time received 
an acce:ffion of force, it had been impo:ffible to have re­

tained her within her ancient boundaries. Mofr of the 

2 great 
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great fiefs, Normandy, Champagne, Anjou, Dauphinv, c P A P. 
• X ry 

Guienne, Provence, and Burgundy, had been united to~ 
the crown; the Engliih hau been expelled from aU their J4U. 

conq uefts ; the authority of the prince had been raifed to 
fuch a height as enabled him to maintain law and 

order; a confiderable military force was kept on foot~ 

and the finances were able to fupport it. Lewis XL 
indeed, from whom many of thefe advantages were de-
rived, was dead, and had left his fon, in early youth 
and ill educated, to fufi:ain the weight of the monarchy: 
But having entrufi:ed the government to his daughter, 
Anne, lady of Beaujeu, a woman of fpirit and capacity, 
the French power fuffered no check or decline. On the 
contrary, this princefs formed the great project, which 
at laft fhe happily effected, of uniting to the crown 
Britanny, the laft and mofi: independent fief of the mo­
narchy. 

FRANCIS II. duke of Britanny, confcious of his ownOfB:i 
incapacity for government, had refigned himfelf to the ny. 

direCtion of Peter Landais, a man of mean birth, more 
remarkable for abilities than for virtue or in~egrity. 
The nobles of Britanny, difpleafed with th~ great ad­
vancement of this f;:;vourite, had even proceeded to dif-
affeClion againfi: their fovereign; and after many tumults 
~nd diforders, they at . Iafi: united among themfelves, and 
in a violent manner feized, tried, and put to death the 

obnoxious minifi:er. Dreading the refentment of the 
prince for this invafion of his authority, many of them 
retired to France; others, for protection and fafety, main­
tained a fecret correfpondence with the French mini­
fhy, who, obferving the great di.lrentions among the Ere­
tons, thought the opportunity favourable for invadin'g the 
dutchy; <>.nd fo much the rather as they coulJ cover their 
ambition under the fpecious pretence of providing for do­
n efiic fecurity. 

LE V IS, 
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c H A P. LEwis, duke of Orleans, firfl: prince of the blood, and 
xxv . 

.........__,..-..~ prcfumptive heir of the monarchy, had difputed the ad-

1488, miniflration with the lady of Bcaujeu; and though his 

prctcnfions had been rejected by the :fl:ates, he fiill main­

tain~d cabals with many of the grandees, and laid fchemes 

for fubverting the authority of that princefs. Finding 

his confpiracies detected, he took to arms, and fortified 

himfelf in Beaugcnci ; but as his revolt was precipitate, 

before his confederates were ready to join him, he had 

been obliged to fu bmit, and to receive fuch conditions as 

the French minifiry were pleafed to impofe upon him. 

ACtuated however by his :1mbition, and even by his fears,. 

he foon retired out of France, and took ilielter with the 

duke of Britanny, who was defirous of :fl:rcngthcning him­

fclf agaidt the deligns of the lady of Beaujeu by the friend­

!hi11 and credit of the duke of Orleans. This latter prince 

alfo, perceiving the afcendant which he foon acquired 

over the duke of Britanny, had engaged many of his 

rurtizans to join him at that court, and had formed the 

dcfign of azgrandizing himfelf by a marriage with Ar.ne, 

the heir of that opulent dutchy. 
THE barons of Britanny, who faw all favour engroffec! 

by the duke of Orleans and his train, renewed a firieter 

correfpondence with France, and even invited the French· 

king to make an invafion on their country. Defirous­

howcvcr of prcferving its independency, they had regu­

lated the number of fuccour~, which France was to fend· 

them, and had fiipulated that no fortified place in Bri..;­

tanny ihould remain in the poffcffion of that monarchy: 

A vain precaution, where revolted fubjetts treat with a 

_,Erench in~ power fo much fuperior! The French invaded Britanny 

"afion of with forces three times more numerous than thofe which 
Britanny. 

they had promifed to the barons; and advancing into the 

heart of the country, laid fiege to Plocrmel. To oppofe 

them, the duke raifed a numerous;~ but ill-difciplined 
army, 
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~rmy, which he put under the command of the duke ofC H A P. 
. f h F h XXV. Orleans, the count of Dunois, and others o t e renc "-v----1 

nobility. The army, difcontented with this choice, and 1488. 

jealous of their confederates, foon difbanded, and left their 

prince with too fmall a force to keep the field againfr his 

invaders. He retired to Vannes; but being hotly purfued 

by the French, who had now made themfelves mafiers of 

Ploermel, he efcaped to Nantz; and the enemy, having 

previoufly taken and garrifoned Vannes, Dinanr, and 

other places, laid clofe fiege to that city. The barons 

of B1 itanny, finding their country menaced with total fub-

jeB:ion, began gradually to withdraw from the French 

army, and to make peace with their fovereign. 
THIS defertion, however, of the Bretons difcouraged 

not the court of France from purfuing her favourite pro­

ject of reducing Britanny to fubjeetion. The fituation 

of Europe appeared favourable to the execution of this 

defign. Maximilian was indeed engaged in clofe alliance 

with the duke of Britanny, and had even opened a treaty 

for marrying his daughter; but he was on all occafions fo 

indigent, and at that rime fo difquieted by the mutinies 
of the Flemings, that little effectual ailifiance could be 

expected from him. ·. Ferdinand was entirely occupied in 

the conquefr of Granada; and it was alfo known, that, 
if France would refign to him Roufillon and Cerdagne, 

to which he had prctenfions, lhe could at any time en­
gage him to abandon the interefis of Britanny. England 

alone was both enabled by her power, and engaged by 

her interefis, to fupport the independency of that dutchy; 

and the mofi: dangerous oppofition was therefore, by Anne 
of Beaujeu expeCl:cd from that quarter. In order to 
cover her real defigns, no fooner was ihe informed of 

Henry's fucc~fs againfi: Simnel and his partizans, than 

fhe difpatched ambaffadors to the court of London, and 

made profeffions of the greatefr truft and confidence in 
that monarch, 

VoL. III. Z THE 
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c H A P. THE amba:tTadors, after congratulating Henry on his 
XXV. 
~late viB:ory, and communicating to him, in the moil: 

F 
14h88 · cordial manner, as to an intimate friend, fome fuc-

renc em-
bafiy to ceffes of their mafter againft Maximilian, came in the 
England. f: f h . d. {i {i . h l [. progre s o t e1r 1 cour c to ment10n t e ate tran -

aCl:ions in Britanny. They told him that the duke hav­

ing given protecrion to French fugitives and rebels, the 

king had been neceffitated, contrary to his intention and 

inclination, to carry war into that dutchy: That the ho­

nour of the crown was intcrefted not to fuffer a vaffal fo 

far to for~et his duty to his liege lord; nor was the fecu­

rity of the government lcfs concerned to prevent the 

confequences of this dangerous temerity: That the fugi­

tives were no mean or obfcure perfons ; but, among 

<?.thers, the duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, 
who, finding himfelf obnoxious to jufiice for treafonable 
practices in France, had fled into Hritanny; where he 

:flill perfevered in laying fchemes of rebellion againft his , 

fovereign: That the war being thus, on the part of the 

:French monarch, entirely defenfive, it would immediately 

ceafe, when the duke of Britanny, by returning to his 

duty, fhould remove the caufes of it! That their: mafier 

was fenfible of the obligations, which the duke, in very 

critical times, had conferred on Henry; but it was 

known alfo, that, in times fl:ill more critical, he or his 
mercenary counfellors hJd deferted him, and put his life 
in the utmoft hazard: That his foie refuge in thefe def­

perate extremities had been the court of France, which 

not only proteB:ed his perfon, but fupplied him with men 

and money, with which, aided by his own valour and 

cond ua, he had been enabled to mount the throne of 

England : That France, in this tranfaction, had, from 

. friendihip to Henry, acted contrary to what, in a narrow 

view, might be efl:eemcd her own intereft; fince, infread 

of an odious tyrant, fhe had contributed to efrablifh on a 
rival 
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rival throne a prince endowed with fuch virtue and abi- C T-J A P. 

lities: And that as both the jufiice of the caufe and the ...... ::~ 
obligations conferred on Henry thus preponderated on the 1488. 

fide of France, {he reafonably e.hpeCl:ed, that, if the fitua-

tion of his affairs did not permit him to give her affifi:-

ance, he would at leafi: preferve a neutrality between the 

contending parties P. 

THIS difcourfe of the French ambafradors was plau­

fible; and to give it greater weight, they communicated 

to Henry, as in confidence, their m after's intention, after 

he lhould have fettled the differences with Britanny, to 

Iead an army into Italy, and make good his pretenfions 

to the kingdom of Naples: A project, which, they knew, 

would give no umbrage to the court of England. But 

all thefe artifices were in vain employed againfl: the pene­

tration of the king. He clearly faw, that France had 

entertained the view of fubduing Britanny; but he alfo 

perceived, that !he wuuld meet with great, and, as he 

thought, infuperable difficulties in the execution of her 

project. The native force of that dutchy, he knew, had 

always been confiderable, and had often, without any fo­

reign affiftance, refified the power of France; the natural 

temper of the French nation, he imagined, would make 

them eafil y abandon any enterprize, which required per­

feverance; and as the heir of the crown was confederated 

with the duke of Britanny, the minifrers would be frill 

more remifs in profecuting a fcheme, which mufi: draw 

on them his refentment and d ifpleafure. Should even 

thefe internal obfiruB:ions be removed, Maximilian, whofe 

enmity to France was well known, and who now paid his 

addrefres to the heirefs of Britanpy, would be able to 

make a di verlion on the fide of Flanders ; nor could it be 

expetl:ed that France, if lhe profecutcd fuch ambitious 

-projects, would be allowed to remain in tranquillity by 

P Bacon~ p. 589. 

z 2 Ferdinand 
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c H A P. Fcrdinand and I fabella. Above all, he thought, the 
XXV. n. E 1 ~--'French court could never expeL-L, that ng and, fo deeply 
1488. interefred to preferve the independancy of Britanny, 

fo able by her power and :fituation to give effectual 
and prompt affifrance, would permit fuch an acccffion 
of force to her rival. He imagined, therefore, that the 
miniflers of France, convinced of the impraCticability of 
their fcheme, would at lafi: embrace pacific views, and 
would abandon an enterprize fo obnoxious to all the po­
tentates of Europe. 

THIS reafoning of Henry was folid, and might jufily 
engage him in dilatory and cautious meafures: But there 
entered into his condutl: another motive, which was apt 
to draw him beyond the jufi: bounds, becaufe founded on 
a ruling paffion. Hi:> frugality, which by degrees dege­
nerated into avarice, made him averfe to all warlike en­
terprizes and diftant expeditions, and engaged him pre­
vioufly to try the expedient of negociation. He difpatched 
Urfwic, his almoner, a man of addrefs and abilities, to 
make' offer of his mediation to the contending parties: 
An offer, which, he thought, if accepted by France, 
would foon lead to a compofure of all differences; if re­
fufed or eluded, would at leafr difcover the perfeverance 
of that court in her ambitious projeB:s. Urfwic found 
the lady of Beaujeu, now dutchefs of Bourbon, engaged 
in the fiege of Nantz, and had the fatisfaB:ion to find that 
his mafier's offer of mediation was readily embraced, and 
with many expreffions of confidence and moderation. That 

Diffimula- able princefs concluded, that the duke of Orleans, who 
tion of the governed the court of B;itanny, forefeeing that every ac­
French 
court. commodation mufr be made at his expence, would ufc all 

his interefr to have Henry's propofal rejeCted; and would 
by that means make an apology for the French meafures, 
and draw on the Bretons the reproach of obflinacy and 
injuilice. The event jufiified her prudence. When the 

:Englifu 
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Englilh ambaffador made the fame offer to the duke of C H A P. 

Britanny, he received for anfwer, in the name of that~ 
prince, that having fo long aCted the part of proteCl:or and 1488. 

guardian to Henry, during his youth and adverfe fortune, 
he had expeCl:ed, from a monarch of fuch virtue, more 
effeCtual affiftance in his prefent diiheffes, than a barren 
offer of mediation, which fufpended not the progrefs of 
the French arms: That if Henry's gratitude were not fuf-
ficient to engage him in fuch a meafure, his prudence, as 
king of England, fhould difcover to him the pernicious 
confequences attending the conq ueft of Britanny, and its 
annexation to the crown of France: That that kingdom, 
already too powerful, would be enabled, by fo great an 
acceffion of force, to difplay, to the ruin of England, 
that hofiile difpofition, which had always fubfifi:ed be-
tween thofe rival nations : That Britanny, fo ufeful an 
ally, which, by its fituation, gave the Englilh an entrance 
into the heart of France ; being annexed to that kingdom, 
would be equally enabled from its fituation to difi:urb, 
·either by pyractes or naval armaments, the commerce 
and peace of England: And that, if the duke rejeCted 
Henry's mediation, it proceeded neither from an inclina-
tion to a war, which h~ experienced to be ruinous to him, 
nor from a confidence in his own force, which he knew 
to be much inferior to that of the enemy; but on the 
contrary, from a fenfe of his prefent ne"effities, which 
muft engage the king to aa the part of his confederate, 
not that of a mediator. 

WHEN this anfwer was reported to the king, he aban­
doned not the plan which he had formed : He only con­
cluded, that fome more time was requifite to quell the 
obfi:inacy of the Bretons and make them fubmit to reafon. 
And when he learned that the people of Britanny, an­
xious for their duke's farety, had formed a tumuJ tuary army 
gf 6o,ooo men, and had obliged the French to raife the 

Z 3 fiege 
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c H A P. ficge of N antz, he fortified himfelf the more in his 
XXV. . • f F ld I fl b ~ opmwn, that the court o ranee wou at an e re-
1488. duced, by multiplied obfracles and difficulties, to aban­

don the projeCt of reducing Britanny to fubj 1 B:ion. 

He continued therefore his fcheme of negotiation, and 

thereby expofed himf.Jf to be deceived by the artifices 

of the French minifiry; who, frill pretending pacific 

intentions, fent lord Bernard Daubigni, a Scotch mari 

of quality, to London, and preffed Henry not to be 

difcouraged in offering his mediation to the court of 

Britanny. The king on his part difpatched another em­

baffy, confifiing of Urfwic, the abbot of Abingdon, and 

Sir Richard Tonfral, who carried new propofals for an 

amicable treaty. No effeCtual fuccours, meanwhile, were 

provided for the difheifed Bretons. Lord vVoodville, 

brother to the queen dowager, having aiked leave to 

raife underhand a body of volunteers 2nd to tranfport 

them into Britanny, met with a refufi:il from the king, 

who was defirous of preferving the appearance of a frrict 

neutrality. '"rhat nobleman, however, frill per:fifred in 

his purpofe. He went over to the Ifle of Wight, of 

which he was governor; levied a body of 400 men; and 

having at lafr obtained, as is fuppofcd, the fecret permif­

fion of Henry, failed with them to Britanny. 'rhis en­

terprize pr.oved fatal to the leader, and .brought fmaH 

~3th July. relief to the unhappy duke. The Bretons ra{hly engaged 

in a g~neral aetion with the French at St. Aubin, and 

were difcomfited. vVoodville and all the Englifh were 

put to the fword ; together with a body of Bretons, who 

had been accoutercd in the garb of Englifhmen, in order 

to frrike a greater terror into the French, to whom the 

martial prowef., of that nation was always formidable q. 

'rhe,duke of Orleans, the .prince of Orange, and many 

other perfons of rank were taken prifoners : And the mi .. 

q kgrrtr: Hill-, de Fretag~e1 1iv, xii, 
litar;r. 
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Htary force of Britanny was totally broken. The death C H A P. 

of the duke, which followed foon after, threw affairs into~ 
frill greater confufion, and feemed to threaten the fiate 1488. 

· h fi 1 r 1 • n · gth Sept, Wit a na 1Uujecnon. 
THoUGH the king did not prepare againfi thefe events, 

fo hurtful to the interefi:s of England, with fufficient vi-
gour and precaution, he had not altogether overlooked 
them. Determined to maintain a pacific conduCt, as far 
as the fituation of affairs would permit, he yet knew the 
warlike temper of his fubjetl:s, and obferved, that their 
ancient and inveterate animofity to France was now 

revived by the profpeCl: of this great acceffio!l to her 
power and grandeur. He refolved therefore to make ad­
vantage of this difpofition, and draw fome fupplies from 
the people, on pretence of giving affiftance to the duke of 
Britanny. He had fummoned a parliament at Wefl:min-
fier r; and he foom perfuaded them to grant him a confi-
derable fubfidy s. BL<t this fupply, though voted by par­
liament, involved the king in unexpected difficulties. 
The counties of Durham and York, always difcon .. ented 

with Henry's government, and farther provoked by the 
late oppreffions., under which they had laboured, after the 
fuppreffion of Simnel's rebellion, refified the commiffion- An _infu_r• 

• . recbon m 
ers who were appomted to levy the tax. The comm1f- the North, 

fioners, terrified with this appearance of (edition, made 
application to the earl of Northumberland, and defired of· 
him advice and affifiance in the execution of their of!ice. 
That nobleman thought the matter of importance enough 
to confu1t the king; who, unwilling to yield to the hu-
mours of a difcontented populace, and forcfecing the per-
nicious confequence of fuch a precedent, renewed his 
orders for firiClly levying the impofition. N orthumber-

r 9th November, 1487. s Polyclore Virgil, p. 579• fays, that: 
, this impolition was a capit'll\on tax; the other hiftoriaRs f~y, it was a tax of 

two !ltil!ir1g~ in the pound, 

Zf 
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C H A P, land fummoned together the jufl:ices and chief freeholders, 
xxv. cl d . , . ' cl • h ft . . '----r--' an ehvered the KII g s comman s m t e mo tmpenous 
1488. terms, which, he thought, would inforce obedience, but 

which tended only to provoke the people, and make them 

be ieve him the advifer of thofe orders which he deliverea 

to them r, They flew to arms, attacked Northumberland 

in his houfe, and put him to death. Having incurred 

fuch deep guilt, their mutinous humour prompted them 

to declare againft the king himfelf; and being infiigated 

by John A chamber, a feditious fellow of low birth, they 

chofe Sir John Egremond their leader, and prepared them­

felves for a vigorous refifrance. Henry was not difmayed 

, rith an infurreB:ion fo precipitate and ill-fupported. He 

immediately ,·vied a force which he put under the com­

mand of the earl of Surrey, whom he had freed from 

confinement, and received into favour. His intention 

was to fend down thefe troops, in order to check the pro­

grefs of the rebels ; while he himfelf iliould follow with 

a greater body, which would abfolutely infure fuccefs. 

But Surrey thought himfelf fl:rong enough to encounter 

alone a raw and unarmed multitude; and he fucceeded in 

fuppre!rcd, the attempt . The rebels were diffipated; John Acham­

ber was taken prifoner, :1nd afterwards executed with 

fome of his accomplices; Sir John Egremond fled to the 

dutchcfs of B~rgundy, who gave him protection; the 

greater number of the rebels received a pardon. 

HENRY had probably e.·pecred, when he obtained this 
grant from parliament, that he fuould be able to termi­

nate the afFair of Britanny by n::-gociation, and that he 

might thereby fill his cofFers with the money levied by 
the impofi ion. But as the diilre!les of the Bretons 
fl:ill multiplied, and became C\'ery day more urgent j he 
found himfelf under the ncceffity of tak'ng more vigorous 

cafurcs, in order to fupport them. On the death of 

Bacon, P• 595• 
the 
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the duke, the French had revived fome antiquated claims c H A P. 

to the dominion of the dutchy; and as the duke of Or-~~ 
leans was now captive in France, their former pretence 1489. 

for hofrilities could no longer ferve as a cover to their am-
bition. The king refolved therefore to engage as auxi-
liary to Britanny; and to confult the interefts, as well as 
defires of his people, by oppofing himfelf to the progrefs 
of the French power. Befides entering into a league with 
Maximilian, and another with Ferdinand, which were 
difrant refources, he levied a body of troops, to the num-
ber of 6ooo men, with an intention of tranfporting them 
into Britanny. Still anxious, however, for the re-pay-
ment of his expences, he concluded a treaty with the 
young dutchefs, by which lhe engaged to deliver into his 
hands two fea-port towns, there to remain tilllhe fhould 
entirely refund the charges of the armament t. Though 
he engaged for the fervice of thefe troops during the fpace 
of ten months only, yet was the dutchefs obliged, by 
the neceffity of her affairs, to fubmit to fuch rigid condi-
tions, impofed by an ally, fo much concerned in intereft 
to protect her. The forces arrived under the command King fen,J 

. B k f::Jtces into of lord W lllough by of ro e; and made the Bretons, Britanny. 

during fome time, mafrers of the field. The French 
retired into their garrifons ; and expeCled by dilatory 
rneafures to wafre the fire of the Englilh, and difguft 
them with the enterprize. The fcheme was well laid, 
and met with fuccefs. Lord Broke found fuch difcord 
and confufion in the counfels of Britanny, that no mea-
fures could be concerted for any undertaking; no fupply 
.obtained ; no provifions, carriages, artillery, or militar}' 
fiores procured. The whole court was rent into fac-
tions: No one minifrer had acquired the afcendant : And 
whatever projeB: was formed by one, v:as f ure to be tra-
verfed by another. The Englilh, difconcerted in every 

t Du Tillet1 Recueil dca Traites,: 

enterprize, 
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c H A P. enterprize, by tlJCfe animofities and uncertain counfcls2 
XXV. 
~returned home a~ foon as the time of their fervice was 

1489. elapfed ; leaving only a fmall garrifon in thofe towns 
which had been configned into their hands. During their 

~ay in Britanny, they had only contributed frill farther to 
wafl:e the countiy; and by their departure, they left it 

entirely at the mercy of the enemy. So feeble was the 

fuccour, which Henry in this important corjuntl:ure 

afforded his ally, whom the invafion of a foreign enemy, 

concurring with domeftic diffenfions, had reduced to the 

ptmofl: difl:refs. 

THE great ohjett of the domefl:ic diifenfions in Britan­

ny was the difpofal of the young dutchefs in marriage. 

The marefchal Rieux, favoured by Henry, feconded the 

fuit of the lord d' Albret, who led fame forces to her 

~ffiflance. The chancellor Montauban, obferving the a­

vcrfion of the d u~chefs to this fuitor, infified, that a petty 

prince, fuch as (' Albret, was unable to fupport An ne in 

her prefent extremities ; and he recommended fome more 

powerful a1lianc::, particularly that of Maximilian, king 

14
9
o. of the Romans. This party at lafl: prevailed; the marriage 

with Maximilian was celebrated by proxy; and the cl ut­

chefs thenceforth affumed the title of queen of the Rom~ns. 
But this magnificent appellation was all fhe gained by her 

marriage. Ma}.imilian, deftitute of troops and money, 

and errbarrafied with the continual revolts of the Fle­

mings, could fend no fucc;our to his difl:reffed confort: 

\Vhile .d' Albret, enraged at the preference given to his 

rival, deferted :1er caufe, and received the French into 

Nantz, the m~1 important place in the dutchy, both for 

firength and riches. 
THE French court now began to change their fcheme 

with regard to :he fubjecrion of Britanny. Charles had 

formerly been affianced to Margaret daughter of Max,i­

rnilian; \vho, though too young for the confummation of 
· he 
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her marriage, had been fent to Paris to Se educated, and c H A P~ 

-.t this time bore the title of queen of France. Befides ~ 
the rich dowry, which fhe brought the king, :lhe was, l490· 

after her brother Philip, then in early fOUth, heir to all 

the dominions of the houfe of Burgundy; and feemed in 
many refpects the moft proper match, that could be 
chofen for the young monarch. Thefe circumftances 

had fo blinded both l\1aximilian and Henry, that they 

never fufpected any other intentions in 1he French court, 

nor were they able to difcover, that engagements, feem-

ingly fo advantageous and fo folemnly ertered into, could 
be infringed and fet afide. But Charles began to per-
ceive, that the conqueft of Britanny, in oppofition to 
the natives, and to all the great powen of Chriftendom, 

would prove a difficult enterprize; and that even, if he 

fhould over~run the country and make himfelf mafier of 

the fortreffes, it would be impoffible for him long to re-

tain poffeffion of them. The marriage alone of the dutchefs 

could fully re-annex that fief to the crown; and the pre-

fent and certain enjoyment of fo confiderable a territory 
feemed preferable to the profpect of inheriting the domi-

nions of the houfe of Burgundy; a profpect which be-

came every day more diftant and precarious. Above all, 
the marriage of Maximilian and Anne, appeared deftruc-

tive to the grandeur and even fecurity of the French mo-
parchy; while that prince, poffeffing Fhnders on the one 

hand, and Britanny on the other, migh: thus, from both 

_suarters, make inroads into the heart of the country. 

The only remedy for thefe evils was th~refore concluded 

to be the diifolution of the two marriages, which had 
been celebrated, but not confummated ; and the efpoufal 

of the dutchefs of Britanny by the king of France. 

IT was neceffary, that this expediem, which had not 

been forefeen by any court in Europel and which they 
Fere flll fo much interefied to oppofe, fhould be kept 

a pro-
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c H A P•profound fecret, and fhould be difcovered to the world 

~only by the full execution of it. The meafures of the 

1490, French minifhy in the conduct of this delicate enter­

prize were wife and political. 'Vhile they preifed Bri­

tanny with all the rigours of war, they fecretly gained 
the count of Dunois, who poife£red great authority with 

the Bretons ; and having alfo engaged in their interefts the 
prince of Orange, coufin- german to the dutchefs, they 
gave him his liberty, and fent him into Britanny. Thefe 
partizan~, fupported by other emiifaries of France, pre­
pared the minds of men for the great revolution proje8ed 

and difplayed, though !till with many precautions, all 
the advantages of a union with the French monarchy. 

They reprefented to the barons of Britanny, that their 

coui1try, haraffed during fo many years with perpetual 

war, had need of fome repofe, and of a folid and lafi:ing 

peace with the only power that was formidable to them : 

That their alliance with Maximilian was not able to af­
ford them even prefent proteCtion; and by clofely uniting 
them to a power, which was rival to the greatnefs of 

France, fixed them in perpetual enmity with that potent 
monarchy : That their vicinity expofed them fidl: to 
the inroads of the enemy; and the happieR: event, which, 

in fuch a fituation, could befal them, would be to attain 

a peace, though by a final fubjeB:ion to France, and by 
the lofs of that liberty, tranfmitted to them from their 
?ncefiors: And that any other expedient, compatible 

with the honour of the ftate, and their duty to their Cove­

reign, was preferable to a fcene of fuch diforder and de-

, vaftation. 
THEsE fuggeftions had influence with the Bretons: But 

the chief difficulty lay in furmounting the prejudices of 

the young dutchefs herfelf. That princefs had imbibed 

a ftrong prepoffeffion againft the French nati6n, parti­

cularly againft Charles, the author of all the calamities, 
which, 
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which, from her earlieft infancy, had befallen her fa- c H A P. 

mily. She had alfo fixed her affections on Maximilian; ~ 
and as lhe now deemed him her hufband, fue could not, 1490, 

lhe thought, without incurring the greateft guilt, and 
violating the moft folemn engagements, contract a mar-
riage with any other perfon. In order to o\'ercome her 149 :r~ 

obftinacy, Charles gave the duke of Orleans his liberty, 
who, though formerly a fuitor to the dutchefs, was now 
contented to ingratiate himfelf with the king, by em­
ploying in his favour all the intereft which he fiill pof-
feifcd in Britanny. J\tlarefchal Rieux and chancellor 
Montauban were reconciled by his mediation; and thefe 
rival minifters now concurred with the prince of Orange 
and the count of Dunois, in preffing the conclufion of 
a marriage with Charles. By their fuggeftion, Charles 
advanced with a powerful army and invefl:ed Rennes, at 
that time the refidence of the dutchefs; who, affailed on 
all hands, and finding none to fupport her in her in­
iexibility, at laft opened the gates of the city, and agreed 
to efpoufe the king of France. She was married atAnnexatio• 
Langey in Touraine; conducted to St. Dennis, where 0 fFBritaany 

to ranee. 
fhe was crowned ; thence made her entry into Paris, 
amidft the joyful acclamations of the people, who re-
garded this marriage as the moft profperous event that 
could have befallen the monarchy. 

THE triumph and fuccefs of Charles was the mofl: 
fenfible mortification to the king of the Romans. He 
had loft a confiderable territory, which he thought he 
had acquired, and an accomplifhed princefs whom he 
had efpoufed; he was affronted in the perfon of his 
daughter Margaret, who was fent back to him, after lhe 
had been treated during fome years as queen of France; 
he had reafon to reproach himfelf with his own fupine 
{ecurity, in neglecting the confummation of his mar­
riage, which was eafily practicable for him, and which 
would have rendered the tye indiifoluble: Thefe confi-

derations 

t 



350 H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P.derations threw him into the moH violent rage, which 
XXV. 
~he vented in very indecent expreffions; and he threatened 

149 1 • France with an invafion from the united arms of Aufhia, 

Spain, and England. 
THE king of England had alfo juft reafon to reproach 

himfelf with mifconduCl: in this important tranfaction ; 

and though the affair had terminated in a manner which 

he could not precifely forefee, his negligence, in leaving 
his moft ufeful ally fo long expofed to the invafion of 

fuperior power, could not but appear on reflection the 

refult of timid caution and narrow politics. As he va­
lued himfelf on his extenfive forefight and profound 

judgment, the afcendant acquired over him, by a raw 
youth, fuch as Charles, could not but give him the 

higheft difpleafure; and prompt him to feek vengeance, 
after all remedy for his mifcarriage was become abfolutely 

impracticable. But he was Farther actuated by avarice, 
a motive frill more predominant with him than either 

pride or revenge; and he fought, even from his prefent 

difappointments, the gratification of this ruling paffion. 

7th July. On pretence of a French war, he iffued a commiffion 

for levying a Benevr;lence on his people u; a fpecies of 

taxation, which had been abolifhed by a recent law 
of Richard III. This violence (for fuch it really was) 
fell chiefly on the commercial part of the nation, who 
were poffeffed of the ready money. London alone 

contributed to the amount of near Io,ooo pounds. 

Archbiiliop Morton, the chancellor, inftruCl:ed the com­
miffioners to employ a dilemma, in which every one 

inight be comprehended : If the perfons applied to, lived 
frugally, they were told, that their padimony muft ne­
ceffarily have enriched them: If their method of living 

were fplendid and hofpitable, they were concluded to be 

. u R)mer, vol. xii. p. 446. Bacon fays that th.e benevolence was levied 

with confent of parliament, which is a miftake. 

opulent 
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opulent on account of their expences. This device wasC H A P. 

by fome called chancellor 1tlorton's fork, by others his~ 
crutch. I49I• 

So little apprehenfive was the king of a parliament on 
account of his levying this arbitrary impofition, that he 
foon after fummoned that affembly to meet at Weft- 27th oa, 
minfier; and he even expeB:ed to enrich himfelf farther 
by working on their paffions and prejudices. He knew 
the difpleafure, which the Englilh had conceived again!l: 
France, on account of the acquifition of Britanny; and 
he took care to infifr on that topic, in the fpeech, which A parlia­

he himfelf pronounced to the parliament. He told tnent. 

them, that France, elated with her Jate fucceffes, had 
even proceeded to a contempt of England, and had re-
fufed to pay the tribute, which Lewis XI. had fiipulated 
to Edward IV. That it became fo warlike a nation as 
the Eng]i{h to be rouzed by this indignity, and not to 
limit their pretenfions merely to repelling the prefent 
injury : That for his part, he was determined to lay 
claim to the crown itfelf of France, and to maintain by 
force of arms fo j ufi a title, tranfmitted to him by his 
gallant ancefiors: 'rhat Crecy, Poictiers, and Azincour 
were fufficient to infiruct them in their fuperiority over 
the enemy; nor did he defpair of adding new names to 
the glorious catalogue: That a king of France had been 
prifoner in London, and a king of England had been 
crowned at Paris; events which fuould animate them to 
an emulation of like glory with that which had been 
enjoyed by their forefathers: That the domefiic diffen-
fions of England had been the foie caufe of her lofing 
thefe foreign dominions; and her pr~fent internal 
union would be the effeB:ual means of recovering them: 
That where fuch lafiing honour was in view, and 
fuch an important acquifition, it became not brave 
~en to repine at the advance of a little treafure: And 

9 
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c H A P.that for his part, he was determined to make the war 

~maintain itfelf, and hoped, by the invafton of fo opulent 
1491. a kingdom as France, to encreafe, rather than diminiib, 

the riches of the nation w. 

NoTWITHSTANDING thefe magnificent vaunts of the 

king, all men of penetration concluded, from the per­

fonal character of the man, and frill more, from the 

fttuation of affairs, that he had no ferious intention of 
pufhing the war to fuch extremities as he pretended. 

France was not now in the fame condition as when fuch 

fuccefsful inroads had been made upon her by former 

kings of England. The great fiefs were united to the 

crown; the princes of the blood were defirous of tran­

quillity; the nation abounded with able captains and 
veteran foldiers; and the general afpeCl: of her affairs 

feemed rather to threaten her neighbours, than to promife 
them any confiderable advantages againfl: her. The le­
vity and vain- glory of Maximilian were fupported by his 

pompous titles; but were ill feconded by military power, 

and frill lefs, by any revenue, proportioned to them. 
The politic Ferdinand, while he made a fhow of war, 

was aB:ually negociating for peace; and rather than 

expofe himfelf to any hazard, would accept of very mo­

derate conceffions from Frar.ce. Even England was not 

free from domefiic difcontents; and in Scotland, the 

death of Henry's friend and ally, James Ill. who had 

been mur-dered by his rebellious fubjet!s, had made way 

for the f ucceffion of his fon, J ames IV. who was de­

voted to the French interefi, and would furely be alarmed 
at any important progrefs of the Englifh arms. But all 
thefe obvious confiderations had no influence on the par­
liament. Inflamed by the ideas of fubduing France, and 

of enriching themfelves by the fpoils of that kingdom, 

w .Bilcon, P• 6or. 

they 
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'tney gave into the fnare prepared · for them, and voted C H A P. 

' . T fif h XXV. the fupply wh1ch the ktng demanded. wo teent s '--v---' 
were granted him; and the better to enable his vaffals 149i. 

and nobility to attend him, an aCl: was paffed, empowering 
them to fdl their efrates, without paying any fines for 
alienation. 

THE nobility were uhivedal1y feized with a defire of 149~~ 
military glory; an'cl having creduloufly fwallowed all the 
hoafls of the king, they dreamed of ho lefs than carrying 
their triurr.phant banners to the gates of Paris, and put-
ting the crown of France on the head of their fovereign. 
Many of them borrowed large fums, or fold off manors, 
that they might appear in the field w'th greater fplen-
dour, and lead out their followers in mote complete 

order. The king croffed the fea, and arrived at Calais ~har0!;h 
on the fixth of OCl:ober, with an army of twenty-five France, 

thoufand foot and fixtcen hundred horfe, which he put 
under the command of the duke of Bedford and the earl 
of Oxford : But as fome inferred, from his opening the 
campaign in fo late a fcafon, that peace would foon be 
concluded between the crowns, he was dtfirous of fug-

gefiing a contrary inference. " He had come over,'' 
he faid, " to make an entire conquefr of France, which 
~' was not the work of one fummer. It was therefore 
" of no confeq uence at what fcafon he began the inva-
~' fion ; efpecially as he had Calais ready for winter 
'' quarters." As if he had ferioufly intended this enter-
prize, he infl:antly ma1ched into the enemy's country 
and laid fieo-e to Bulloigne: But notwith!landing this lnvafion af 0 

'"' France, 
appearance of hofiility, there had been fecret advances 
made towards pe:lce above t:uee months before; and 
commi.ffioners had been 2ppointed to treat of the terms. 
The better to reconcile the minds of men to this unex­
pected meafure, the king's ambaffadors arrived in the 

VoL. III. · A a camp 
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c H A P. camp from .the Low Countries, and informed him, that 

~ lVIaximilian was in no readinefs ·to join him; nor was 
J492. any affifiance to be expeCl:ed from that quarter. Soon 

after, meffengers came from Spain, and brought news of 
a peace concluded between that kingdom and France, in 
which Charles had made a ceffion of the counties of 
Rouffillon and Cerdagne to Ferdinand. Though thefe 
articles of intelligence were carefully difperfed through­

out the army, the king was frill apprehenfive, left a fudden 
peace, after fuch magnificent promifes and high expeCl:a­
tions, might expofe him to reproach. In order the more 

effeCl:ually to cover the intended meafures, he fccretly 
engaged the marquis of Dorfet, together with twenty­

three perfons of difiintlion, to prefent him a petition 

for agreeing to a treaty with France. The pretence was 

founded on the late feafon of the year, the difficulty of 
fupplying the army at Calais during winter, the obfia­

cles which arofe in the fiege of Bulloigne, the defertion 

of thofe allies whofe affi{bnce had been mofi relied on: 

3d Nov. 
Peace v.ith 
France. 

Events which might, all of them, have been forefeen 

before the embarkation of the forces. 
IN confequencc of thefe preparatory fteps, the bi:fhop 

of Exeter and lord Daubeney were fent to confer at 
Efiaples with the marcfchal de C01·des, and to put the 

laft hand to the treaty. A few days fufficed for that pur-

pofe : The demands of Henry were wholly p~cuniary; 
and the king of France, who deemed the peaceable pof­

feffion of Britanny an equivalent for any fum, and 
who was all on fire for his projeet~d expedition into 
Italy, readily agreed to the prcpofals made him. He 
engaged to pay Henry 745,000 crowns, near 400,000 

pounds frerling of our prefent money ; part] y as a reim­

burfement of the fums advanced to Dritanny, partly as ar­

rears "of the penfion due to Edward IV. And he ftipu­

lntcd a yearly penfion to Henry and his heirs of 25,000 

crowns. 
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crowns. Thus the king, as remarked by his hifl:orian, c H A P. 

made profit upon his fubjetls for the Wlr; and upon his . xx;:_, 
enemies for the peace x. And the people agreed, that he 1491.. 

had fulfilled his promife, when he faid to the parliament, 
that be would make the war maintain itfelf. Maximi-
lian was, if he pleafed, comprehended in Henry's treaty; 
but he difJained to be in any rcfpect beholden to an ally, 
of whom, he thought, he had reafon to complain : He 
made a feparate peace with France, and obtained refii-
tution of Artois, Franchecomptc, and Charolois, which 
had been ceded as the dowry of his daughter, when :!he 
was affianced to the king of France. 

THE pe::1.ce, concluded between England and France, 
W;:!~ the more likely to continue, bccaufe Charles, full 
of ambition and youthful hopes, bent all his attention 
to the fide of Italy, and foon after undertook the con­
q uefi of N a pies; an enterprize which Henry rcg;.uded 
with the greater indifference, as N aplcs lay remote from 
him, and France had never, in any age, been fuccefsful 
jn that quarter. The king's authority was fully efia­
blifhed at home; and every rebellion, which h::d been 
attempted againi1 him, had hitherto tended only to con­
found his enemies, and confolidatc his povver and influ­
ence. His reput:J.tion for policy and conduct was d:tily 
nugmentin t; ,; his treafures had encreafed even from the 
mofl: unfavourable events; the hopes of all pretenders 
to h!s throne \7 :?rc cut o fr~ a~ well by his marr iage, as 
by the iffue which it had brought him. In thi~ profpe­
rous fituation, the king h:ld rea ion to f1:.1ttcr himf~ l f vvith 
the profpetl: of durable pcac~ tind tranquillity: But his 
inveterate <1nd indr- fa t!~~able enemies, whom he .. had 
wantonly provoked, raifcd him an adverfary, who long 
kept him in inquietude, tind fometimes even b;-ought hin .. 
into danger. 

Ba~cn, p. 6o5 Pol. Virg. p. 586. 

Aa~ 
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c H A P• THE dutchefs of Burgundy, full of refentment for the 
XXV. d "} . . h .. 
~ epreffion of her fam1 y and 1ts partizans, rat er un-

149~· tated than diiCouraged by the ill fuccefs of her paft en­

terprizes, was cletermined at lafl: to difrurb that go­
vernment, which :lhe found it fo difficult to fubvert. 
By means of her emiffaries, £he propagated a report, that 

her nephew, Richard Plantagenet, duke 0f York, had 
efcaped from t:.e Tower when his elder brother was mur­
dered, and that he flill lay fomev{here concealed : And 
fir cling this rumour, however improbable, to be greedily 
r--r~ived by the p~ople, lhe had been looking out for 
fome young man, proper to perfonate that unforcunate 

'\Varot.c. 

prince. 
THERE was one Olbec, or \Varbec, a renegade Jew 

of Tournay, w·ho had been catried by fomc bufinefs to 
Lon lon in the 1 eig11 of Edward IV. and had there a fon 
bor. to him. Having had opportunities of being known 
to the ling, and o'otaining his favour, he prevailed 
with that princ", wh ;[c manners were very affable, to 

:fi:and godfather to his fon, to whom he gave the 
name of Peter, corrupted, after the Flemiili manner, 
into Peterkin, or Perkin It was by fome believed, 
that Edward, among his amorous adventures, had a fe­
cret commerce with \Varbec's wife; and people thence 

accounted for that refemblance, which was afterwards 
remarked between young Perkin and that monarch r. 
Some years after the birth of this child, Warbec returned 
to T'ournay; where Perkin, his fon, did not long re­
main, but by different accidents was carried from place to 
place, and his birth and fortunes became thereby un­
known, and difficult to be traced by the moft diligent en­
quiry. The variety of his adventures had happily favoured 
the natural verfatility and fagacity of hi:, genius; and he 
feemed to be a youth perfea 1 y fitted to ::et any part, ot 

Y :nacon, p, 6o6, 
affume 
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;1ffume any charaB:cr. In this light he ha cl been rep re- C H A P. 
XXV 

fented to the dutchefs of Burgundy, who, firuck with~ 

the concurrence of fo many circumfbnces fuited to her_ 1491 • 

purpofe, defired to be made acquainted with the man, on 
whom !he already began to ground her hopes of fuccefs. 
She found him to exceed her mofl: fanguine expeCl:ations; His impo{. 

fo comely did he appear in his per[;)n, fo graceful in his ture. 

air, fo courtly in his addrefs, fo full of docility and good 

fenfe in his behaviour and converfation. The le!fons' 

neceffary to be taught him, in order to his perfonating 

the duke of York, were foon learned by a youth of fuch 

quick apprehenfion; but as the feafon feemed not then 

bvourable for his enterprize, Margaret, in order the 

better to conceal him, fent him, under the care of lady 

Brampton, into Portugal, where he remained a year, un-

known to all the world. 
THE war, which was then ready to break out be­

tween France and England, feemed to afford a proper 
opportunity for the difcovery of this new ph::enome­
non; and Ireland, which frill retained its attachment:. 

to the houfe of York, was chofen as the proper place 
for his firfr appearance z. He landed at Corke; and 

immediately afluming the name of Richard Plantagenet, 
drew to him pa;tizans among that credulous people· 

He wrote letters to the earls of Dcfmond and Kildare, 

inviting them to join his p:uty : He difperfed every 

where the firange intelligence of his efcape from ~he 

cruelty of his uncle Richard : And men, fond of e\'ery 
thing new and wonderful, began to make him the gene­

ral fubjcCl: of their difcourfe, and eve11 the object of 

their favour. 

THE news foon reached France; and Charles, prompted 

by the fecret felicitations of the dutchefs of Burg:mdy, 

nd the intrigues of one Frion, a fecretary of Henry's, 

z Polyd. Virg. P• 589. 

Aa3 who 
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C H A P. who had deferted his fervice, fent Pcrkin an invitatio}t 

~to repair to him at Paris. He received him with all th~ 
.J492· muks of regard due to the duke of York; Kttled on him 

a handf<)me pen fion, ;:<ffigned him magnificent lodgings~ 

and in order to provide at cnce for his digntty and fecu 

rity, gave him a guard for his perfon, of which lord Con .. 

, grefal accepted the office of captain. The French cour· 

tiers readily embr~ccd a fiction, which their fovereign 

thought it his interefl: to adopt : Perkin, both by his de· 

portment and perfonal qualities, fupportca the prepof ... 

feffion, which was fpread abroad of his royal pedigree: 

And the whole kingdom was full of the accomplifuments, 

as well as the fingular adventures and misfortunes of the 

young Plantagenet. Wonders of this nature are com­

monly augmented at a difiancc. From France, the ad­

miration and credulity diffufed themfelves into England : 

Sir George Nevil, Sir John Taylor, and above a hundred 

gentlemen more, came to Paris, in order to offer their 

fervices to the fu pofcd duke of York, and to {hare hi~ 

fortunes: And the impofi:or had now the appearance of a, 
court ~ttending h:m, and began to entertain hopes of fin-l 

fucccfs in his undertakings. 

WH~N peace was concluded between France and Eng .. 

land at Efiaples, Henry applied to have Perkin put intQ 

his hands; but Ch(\fles, refolute not to betray a ycune; 

man, of whatever birth, whom he had invited into hi~ 

kingdom, would agree only to difmifs him. 'I'he pre 
tended Richard retired to the dutchefs o Burgundy, and 

craving her proteB:ion and affifiance, offered to lay before 

her all the proofs of that birth, to which he laid cbim. 

M· is avow- The princefs affeCled ignorance of his pretenfiom ; even 
cd by the h f d. P 11. d h . fl 
dutthefs of put on t e appeara;1ce o uuuu; an avmg, as 1e 
Lur6undy, faid, been already deceived by Simnd, the was determined 

never again t.o be feduced by any impoftor. She dcfircd 

before all t~e world to be infiruCl:cd in his reafons for 

8 affuming 
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:a.fruming the name which he bore; feemed to examinee H A P. 

every circumfl:ance with the moH: fcrupulous nicety; pt.t XX~ 
many particular quefl:ions to him; affetl:ed afioniiliment 149:z.. 

at his anf wers; and at lafr, after long and fevcre fcrutiny, 

burft out into joy and admiration at his wonderful deliver-

ance, embraced him as her nephew, the true image of 

Edward, the foie heir of the Plantagenets, and the legiti .. 

mate fucceffor to the Englilh throne. She immediately 1493• 

affigned him an equipage, fuited to his pretended birth; 

appointed him a guard of thirty halberdiers; eng, ged 

every one to pay court to him; and on all occafions ho­

noured him with the appellation of the lPhitc Rofi of Eng-
land. The Flemings, moved by the authority which 

Margaret, both from her rank and perfonal charatl:er, 
enjoyed among them, readily adopted the fitl:ion of Per-

kin's royal defcent: No furmife of his true birth was as 

yet heard of: Little contra..iiCl.ion was made to the pre­

vailing opinion: And the Englifu, from their great com­
munication with the Low Countries, were every day more 

and more prepoffefled in favour of the impofior. 

IT was not the populace alone of England that gave 

credit to Perkin's pretenfions. Men of the highefi: birth 

and quality, difgufr~d at Henry's government, by which 

they found the nobility deprefft!d, began to turn their eyes 

tc .. va:-ds the new claimant; and fome of them even en-

tered into a corrcfpondcnce with him, Lord Jiitzwater,and br mli­

Sir Simon r\10Ulltfort, Sir Thomas Tlnvaitcs betrayed '.~Y 0 ~ he 
r.ngh!11 no-

their inclination towards him: Sir \Villiam Stanlcy him·biliry. 
[elf, lord chamberlain, who had been fo active in raifing 
Henry to the throne, moved either by blind credulity 
or a reftlcfs ambition, entertained the project cf a revolt 

in favour of his enemy a. Sir Robert Clifford and 

vVilliam Barley were ilill more open in their mea-

f4- cs: 1~hcy went over to Fland rs, were introduced by 

a Bacon, p. 6c8. 

A a 4 tne 
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~ H A P. the dutchefs of Bt rgundy to the acquaintance of Perkin; 
~and made h1m a tender of their fervices. Clifford wrote 

Jt93· pack to ~ngland, that he knew perfectly the perfon of 

Richard duke of York, t{lat this young man was un­
doubte~ly that prince himfelf, and that no circumftance 

of his fiory was expofed to the leaft difficulty. Such po­

,fitive intelligence, conveyed by a perfon of rank ~nd cha­

racter, was fufficir nt with many to put the matter beyond 
quefiion, and excited the attentio~ and wonder even of 
the mofi indifferent, The whole nation was held in fuf­

pence; a regular confpiracy was formrd againfi the 

king's authority; :and a correfpondencc tettled be ween 

the m~lcontents in Flanders and thofe in England. 

THE king was informed of all thefe particulars; 

but agreeably to his charaCl:er, which was both cautious 
and refolute, he proceeded deliberately, though fieadily, 
in countcr,working the projects of his enemies. His firft 

object was to afcertain the death of the real duke of York, 
and to confirm the opinion that had always prevailed with 

regan~ to that ~vent. Five perfons had been employed 
by Richard in the mtlrder of his nephews, or could give . 

evidence with regard to it; Sir James Tirrel, to whom 

he had committed the government of the Tower for that 

purpofe, and who had feen the dead princes ; F orrefh 
Dighton, and Slater, who perpetrated the crime; and the 
priefi: who buried the bodies. Tirrcl and Dighton alone 
were alive, and they agreed in the fame ftory; but as the 

prie:ft was dead, and as the bodies were fuppofed to have 

been removed by Richard's orders, from the place where 
tQey were fir:ft interred, and could not now be found, it 

was not in Henry's power to put the faCl:, fo much as he 

wifhed, beyond all doubt and controverfy. · 

HE met at firfi with more difficulty, but was in th~ 

e~d more fuccefsful, in d_;tetling who this wonderful per: 

f~n was that thus ~oldly advanced pretenfions to his 
I • , · , · 

crowno 
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.crown. He difperfed his fpies all over Flanders and c H A P. 
XXV. England; he engaged maQy to pretend that they had'--v--' 

embraced Perkin's party; he directed them to infi- 1491• 

nuate themfelves into the confidence of the young man's 
friends; in proportion as they conveyed intelligence 
of any confpirator, he bribed his re tainers, his do-
mefiic fervants, nay fometimes his confeifor, and by 
thefe means traced up fome other confederate; Clifford 
himfelf he engaged by the hope of rewards anq pardon~ 
to betray the fecrets committed to him; the more truft he 
gave tQ any of his fpies, the higher refentmcnt did he 
feign againtt them ; fome of them he even caufed to be 
public] y anathematized, in order the better to procure 
them the confidence of his enemies: And in the ifTue, the 
whole pJan of the confpiracy was clearly laid before him; 
and the pedigree, adventures, life, and convcrfation of 
the pretended duke of York. This latter part of the fiory 
was immediately publilhed for the fatisfaction of the na-
tion : The confpirators he referved for a !lower and fqr~r 
vengeance. 

MEANWHILE, he remon:firated with the archduke, H94~ 
fhilip, on accoupt of the countenance and protection, 
which was afForded in his dominions to fo infamous an 
impo.fior; contrary to treaties fubfiiting between the fo­
ycreigns, and to the mutual amity which had fo long 
been n.aintained by the fubjetl:s of both :fiates. Marga-
ret haJ intereft enough to get his application rejetl:ed; on 
pretence that Philip had no authority over the demefnes 
of tl1e dutch~fs dowager. And the king, in refentnlent 
~f thi; injury, cut pff all commerce with the Low-Coun-
tries, banifhed the Flemings, and recalled his own fub: 
jects from th~fe provinces. Philip retaliated by like 
edicts; ~ut Henry knew, that fo mutinous a people as 

~h~ Flemings would ~ot ~ong bear, in compliance with 
' · the 
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c H ~ P. the humours of their prince, to be deprived of the be~ 
XX :r. fi . ~ne c1al branch of commerce which they carried on with 

Jol94· England. . 
HE had it in his power to infliB: more effeCtual puniih­

ment on his domefric enemies; and when his projects 

were fufficiently matured, he failed not to make them feel 

the effeCts of his refentment Almofi in the fame inflant, 
he arrefl:ed Fitzwater > Mountfort, and Thwaites, together 
with William Daube1~ey, Robert Ratcliff, Thomas Cref­
fenor, and Thomas AilwQod. All thefe were arraigned, 

conviCted, and condemned for high treafon, in adhering 

and promifing aid to Perkin. Mountfort, Ratcliff, and 
Daubeney were immediately executed: Fitzwater was 

fent over to Calais, and detained in cuftody; but being 

deteeted in praB:ifing on his keeper for an' efcape, he foon 

after underwent the fame fate. The reft were pardoned, 

together with William Worfeley, dean of St. Paul's, and 

fome others, who had been accufed and examined, but 

not brought to public trial b. 

GREATER and more folemn preparations were deemed 

requifite for the trial of Stanley, lord chamberlain, whofe 
authority in the nation, whofe domeftic connexions with 

the king, as well as his former fervices, feemed to fecure 

him againft any accufation or punifhment. Clifford was 
direCted to come over privately to England, and to throw 

himfelf at the king's feet, while he fat in council; crav­

ing pardon ior paft offences, and offering to atone for 
them by any fervices, which fhou1d be required of him. 

Henry then told him, that the befr proof he could give of 

penitence, and the only fcrvice he could now render him, 

was the full confcffion of his guilt, aud the difcovery of 

all his accomplices, however dill:inguifhed by rank or 

charaB:er. Encouraged by this exhortation, Cli.fford ac ... 

cufcd Stanlcy then prefent, as his chief ~bcttor; and of-

• Polydore Virgi11 P• 59z 
fered 
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fered to lay before the council the full proof of his gui'It. C H A P • 

. Stanley himfelf could not difcover more furprize tban ~ 
was affected by Henry on the occafion. He rcce~ved the •494· 

intelligence as a~1folutel y fa~fe and incredible; that a man, 
to whom he was i a great meafure beholden for his 
crown, and even for his life; a man, to whom, by every 
honour and favour, he had endeavoured to exprefs his 
gratitude; whofe brother, the earl of Derby, was his own 
father-in-law; to whom he had even committed the trufl: 
of his perfon, by creating him lord chamberlain: That 
this man, enjoying his full confidence and affecrion, not 
actuated by any motive of difcontcnt or apprchenfion, 
ihould engage in a confpiracy againfi him. Clifford was 
therefore exhorted tp weigh well the confequences of his 
accufation; but as he pedi1ed in the fame pofitivc a!fe­
verations, Stanley was committed to cufi:ody, and was 
foon after examined before the council c. He denied not 
the guilt imputed to him by Clirrord; he did not even 
endeavour much to extenuate it; whether he thought that 
a frank and open confeflion woulJ ferve as an atonement, 
or trufied to his prefent connexions, and his former fer-
vices, for pardon and fecurity. But princes are often apt Trial and 

d r. · d f · J r. r. · lJ execution of to rrgar great 1erv1ces as a oroun o JCa ou1y, e1pecia y St.mley. 

if accompanied with a craving and refilefs difpofi.tion, in 
the pcrfon who has performed th;:m. The general dif-
~ontent <dfo, and mutinous humour of the people, feemed 
to require forne great example of fcverity. Ar.d as Stan-
ley was one of the mofi opulent fubjeCls in the kingdom, 
being pcffeffed of above three t:1oufand pounds a-year in 

14%4 land, and forty thoufand marks in p1ate and money, be-
fides other proocrty of great value, the profpecr of fo 

· rich a forfeiture was deemed no fmall moti\·e for Henry's 
proceeding to cxtrern'tics againft him. After fix weeks rsth Feb. 

delay, whi'Ch was interpof d in order to lhew that the 

c Bacon, p. 61 f• Polyd. Virg, P! 59~· 

king 
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c H A P.king was refl:rained by doubts and fcruples; the prifonet' 

~was brought to his trial, condemned, and prefently after 
I495· beheaded. Hifl:orians are not agreed with regard to the 

crime which was proved againfl: him. The general 

report is, that he fhould have faid in confidence to Clif­

ford, that, if he were fure the young man, who app:.... -ed 

in Flanders, was really fon to k ing Ed_ward, he 1 er 
would bear arms againfl: him. The fent1ment might 

difguft Henry, as implying a preference of the houfe of 

York to that of Lancafrer, but could fcarcely be the 
ground, even in thofe arb.trary times, of a fentence of 

high treafon againfr Stanley. It is more probable, there­

fore, as is afferted by fome hifrorians, that he had exprefsly 

engaged to affift Perkin, and had aCtually fent him fome 

fupply of money. 
THE fate of Stanley made great impreffion on the king­

dom, and fl:ruck all the partizans of Per kin with the deep­

eft dtfmay. From Clifford's defertion, they found that 
all their fecrets were betrayed; and as it appeared, that 

Stanley, while he feemed to live in the greatefr confidence 
with the king, had been continually furrounded by fpies, 
who reported and regifl:ered every action in which he was 

engaged, nay, every word which fell from him, a general 

difrrufl: took place, and all mutual confidence was de­

ftroyed, even among intimate friends and acquaintance. 

The jealous and feverc temper of the king, together with 

his great reputation for fagacity and penetration, kept 

men in awe, and quelled not only the movements of [e­

dition, but the very_ murmurs of faction. Libels, how­
~ver, creeped out againfr Henry's perfon and adminifl:ra­

tion ; and being greedily propagated by every fecret art, 

fhowed that there fl:ill remained among the people a con­

fiderable root of difcontt.nt, which wanted only a propef 

opportunity to difcover itfelf. 

13u 
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BuT Henry continued more intent on encreafing the C H A P. 

f h. l h . . h . rr n.· XXV. terrors o 1s peop e, t an on gamtng t e1r anet,;,LIOns, '---v----1 
Trufiing to the great fuccefs which attended him in all 1495• 

his cnterprizes, he gave every day, more and more, a loofe 
to his rapacious temper, and employed the arts of per-
verted law .andjufiice, in order to exaCl: fines and com-

pofitions from his people. Sir William Capel, alderman 

of London, was condemned on fome penal :fiatutes to pay 
the fum of 2743 pounds, and was obliged to compound 

for fixteen hundred and fifteen. This was the firfi noted 
cafe of the kind; but it became a precedent, which pre .. 
pared the way for many others. The management, in-
deed, of thefe arts of chicanery, was the great fecret of 

the king's adminifiration. While he depretitd the nobi-

lity, he exalted and honoured and careffed the lawyers; 

and by that means both befiowed authority on the laws, 
and was enabled, whenever he pleafed, to pervert them to 

his own advantage. H1s government was oppreffive; but 
it was fo much the lefs burthenfome, as, by his extending 

royal authority, and curbing the nobles, he became in 

reality the foie oppreffor in his kingdom. 

As Perk in found, that the king's authority daily gained 
ground among the people, and that his own pretenfions 

were becoming obfolete, he refolved to attempt fame­
thing, which might revive the hopes and expeCl:ations of 
his partizans. Having colle8:ed a band of outlaws, 
pirates, robbers, and neceffitous perfons of all nations, to 

the number of 6oo men, he put to fea, with a refolution 

of making a defcent in England, and of exciting the 

common people to arms, fince all his correfpondence with 
the nobility was cut off by Henry's vigilance and feve­
rity. Information being brought him, that the king had 
made a progrcfs to the north, he cafi: anchor on the coail 
of Kent, and fent fome of his retainers afhore, who in-

ited the country to join him. The gentlcn!cn of Kent 

af:.Cm bled 
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c H !'- P. aifembled fome troops to oppofe him; but they pur~ 

~pofed to do more effcntial fervice than by repelling the 

I495· invafion: 'rhey carried the femblance of friendlhip to 

Perkin, and invited him to come, himfelf, afhore, in or­

der to take the cotl)mand over them. But the wary youth, 

obferving that they had more order and regularity in their 

movements than could be fuppofcd in new levied forces, 

who had taken arms againft efrablifhed authority, refufed 

to entruft himfelf into their hands; and the Kentifh, 

troops, defpairing of fuccefs in their ihatagem, fell upon 

fuch of his retainers, as were already landed; and befides 

fome whom they flew, they took a hundred and fifty pri­

foners. Thefe were tri~d and condemned; and all of 

them executed, by orders from the kin , who was re· 

folved to ufe no lenity towards men of fuch defperate 

fortunes d. 

A plltlia­
.tnent. 

THIS year a parliament was fummoned in England, 

and another in Ireland; and fome remarkable laws were 

paffed in both countries. The Englilh parliament en­

aCted, that no perfon, who iliould by arms or otherwife 

affifi: the king for the time being, fhould ever afterwards, 

either by courfe of law or aCl: of parliament, be attainted 

for fuch an infl:ance of obedience. This fiatute might be 

expofed to fome cenfure, as favourable to ufurpcrs; were 

there any precife rule, which always, even during the 

rnofi faCl:ious times, could determine the true fucceffor, 

and render every one inexcufable, who did not fubmit 

to him. But as the titles of princes are thr n the great 

fubjeB: of difpute, and each party pleads topics in its own 

favour, it feems but equitable to fecure thofe -vvho aCt in 

fupport of public tranquillity, an obj ccr at all times of 

undoubted benefit and importance. Henry, confcious of 

his difputed title, promoted this law, in order to fccure his 

partizans againfl: all events; but as he had himfelf obferv .. 

d Polydo~e Virgil, p. 59.Y• 
ed 
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fld a contrary praClice with regard to Richard's adherents, c H A P. 

• • XXV. he had reafon to apprehend, that, dunng the VIOlence"--v---t 
which ufually enfues on public convulfions, his example, 1 'l9S• 

rather than his law, would, in cafe of a new revolution, 

be followed by his enemies. And the attempt to bind 
the legiflature itfelf, by prefcribing rules to future parli-
aments, was contradictory to the p~ainefi: principles of 
political government. 

THIS parliament alfo paired an act, impowering the 
king to levy, by courfe of law, all the fums which any 
perfon had agreed to pay by way of benevolence: A fi:a­
ture, by which that arbitrary method of taxation was in­
directly authorized and j ufiified. 

THE king)s authority appeared equally prevalent and 
uncontroJed in Irebnd. Sir Edward Poyning had been 

fent over to that country, with an intention of queliing 
the partizans of the houfe of York, and of reducing the 
natives to fubjettion. He was not fupported by forces 
fufficient for that enterprize: The Irifh, by .flying into 

their woods, and moraires, and mountains, for fome time 
eluded his efforts: But Poynings fummoned a parliament 

at Dublin, where he was more fuccefsful. He paired 

that memorable ilatute, which fiill bears his name, and 
which efiablifhes the authority of the EngliJh govcrnme1it 
in Ireland. By this ilatute, all the former laws of Eng­
land were made to be of force in Ireland; and no bill 
c~n be introduced into the Irilh parliament, unlefs it pre­
viou!ly receive the fanction of the council of England. 
This latter claufe feems calculated for enfuring the domi .. 
nion of the Engli1h; but was really granted at the defire 

_of the Irifh commons, who intended, by that means, to 
fecure themfclves from the tyranny of their lord~, parti­
cularly of fuch lieutenants or deputies as were of Irilh 
birth .:. 

e Sir J~hn Davi 1 p • .23S• 
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~XH A P. WHILE Henry's authority was thusefhblilhed through.; 
XV. 

c.---..,--.J out his dominions, and general tranquillity prevailed, the 

1495• whole continent was thrown into combuftion by the 

French invafion of Italy, and by the rapid fuccefs which 

attended Charles in that ralh and ill-concerted enter­

prize. The Italians, who had entirely loft the ufe of 

arms, and who, in the midfl: of continual wars, had be­

(:Ome every day more unwarlikc, were afionilhed to meet 

an enemy, that made the field of battle, not a pompous 

tournament, but a fcene of blood, and fought at the ha­

~ard of their own lives the death of their enemy. Their 

effeminate troops were difperfed every where on the ap­

proach of the French army: Their befl: fortified cities 

()pened their gates : Kingdoms and frates were in an in­

ftant overturned: And through the whole length of Italy, 

which the French penetrated without refifiance, they 

feemed rather to be taking quarters in their own country, 

than making conquefts over an enemy. The maxims, 

which the Italians, during that age, followed in nego­

c;:iations, were as ill calculated to fupport their ftates, as 

the habits to which they were addicted in war: A trea­

cherous, deceitful, and inconfifient fyfiem of politics pre­

vailed; and even thofe fmall remains of fidelity and ho­

nour, which were preferved in the councils of the other 

European princes, were ridiculed in Italy, as proofs of 

ignorance and rufiicity. Ludovico, duke of Milan, who 

invited the French to invad'"' Naples, had never d-. fircd or 

expeCted their fuccefs; and was the firfl: that felt terror from 

the profperous iffue of thofe projeB:s, which he himfelf had 

cottcerted. By his intrigues a league was formed among 

feveral potentates to oppofe the progrefs of Charles's con­

quells and fecure their own independency. This league 

was compofed of Ludovico himfelf, the pope, Maximi­

lian king of the Romans, Ferdinand of Spain, and the 

republic of Venice. Henry too entered into the confede-. 

racy; 
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tacy; but was not put to any expence or trouble in con- c x~:. Pe 

fequence of his engagements. The king of France, ter-~ 
rified by fo powerful a combination, retired from Naples .t49S• 

with the greater part of his army, and returned to France. 
The forces, which he left in his new conquefl: were, 
partly by the revolt of the inhabitants, partly by the in-
vafion of the Spaniards, foon after fubdued; and the 
whole kingdom of Naples fuddenly returned to its afle-
giance under Ferdinand, fon to Alphonfo, who had been 
fuddenly expelled by the irruption of the French. Ferdi-
nand died foon after; and left his uncle, Frederic, in full 
poffe.ffion of the throne. 

Vox.. IJI. 
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C H A P. :XXVI. 

Per kin retires to Scotland--]J1jurreftion in the weft 
-Battle of Blf?-ckheath-'I'ruce with Scotland 

-Per kin takett prifoner --Per kin executed 
-CJ'he earl of fVarwic C(ecuted-Marriage 

of prince .drthur with Cath•rine of Arragon­
I-lis death--Marriage of ~he princefs Margaret 
V)ith tbe ,~ing of Scotland-Opprejjions of the 

· people--A parliament--.drrival of the king 

of Caflile-Intrigues of tile earl of Suffolk­
Sicknefs of the king-His leath-and charac­

ter-I-Jis laws. 

c H r\ P. AFTER Per kin was repulred from the coafi of 
XX VI. .. Kent, he retired into Flan~ers; but as he found it '--- ___...) 

1-T9s· impoffible to procure fubfifience for himfelf and his fol-
lowers, while he remained in trmquillity, he foon after 
made an attempt upon Ireland, which had always ap­
peared forward to' join every invacer of Henry's authority. 
But Poynings had now put the afairs of that ifland in fo 
good a pofiure,. that Per kin met with little fuccefs; and 
b~:ing tired of the favage life, vhich he was obliged to 
lead, while fkulking among the wild Irilh, he bent his 
courfe towards Scotland, and pnfented himfelf to James 
IV. who then governed that kngdom. He had been 
prcvioufly recommended to this prince by the king of 
France, who was difgufied at Hc:nry for entering into the 
gene I alleague againfl: him; and :his recommendation was 
even feconded by l\1aximilian, vho, though one of the 

confederates, -vvas alfo difpleafed vith the king, on account 

of 
2 
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of his prohibiting in England all commerce with the LowC H A P. 
Countries. The cruntenance given to Per kin by thefe ~ 
princes procured hin: a favourable reception with the king 14:95. 
f S 1 cl h Ii d h. h Per km re-

O cot an , w o a ure an, t at, whatever he were, tires toSc~• 
he never lhould re~nt putting himfelf in his hands r: land, 

The infinuating adcrefs and plaufible behaviour of the 
youth himfelf, feem even to have gained him credit and 
authority. James~ .vhom years had not yet taught dif ... 
trufi: or caution, was feduced to believe the frory of Per-
kin's birth and adveltures; and he carried his confidence 
fo far as to give him in marriage the lady Catherine Gor-
don, daughter of de earl of Huntley, and related to 
himfelf; a young :ady too, eminent for virtue as well 
as beauty. 

THERE fubfifl:edat that time a great jealoufy between t415p 
the courts of Englmd and Scotland; and James was 
probably the more f~rward on that account to adopt any 
fiction, which, he 1hought, might reduce his cnerny to 
difirefs or difficulty. He fuddenly refolved to make an 
inroad into England, attended by fome of the borderers 1 
and he carried Perki1 along with him, in hopes, that the 
appearance of the p-etended prince might raife an infur ... 
.teCl:ion in the northe·n counties. Per kin himfe)f difperfed 
a manifefio, in whch he fet forth his own fiory, and 
craved the affifi:ance of all his fubjeCl:s in expelling the 
ufurper, whofe tyrmny and mal-adminifiration, whofe 
depreffion of the mbility by the elevation of mean per 
fons, whofe oppreffion of the people by multiplied impo,. 
fitions and vexation1, had ju!Hy, he f.'lid, rendered him 
odious to all men. But Perkin's pretenfions, attended 
with repeated difap}Dintments, were now become ftale in 
the eyes even of de populace; and the hofi:ile difpofi~ 
tions, which fubfifud between the kingdoms, rendered a 

f Bacon, p. 6t S Polydore Virgil, P· 596, 597· 

Bb2-
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c H A P. prince, fupported by the Scots, but an unwelcome pre• 

~fent to the Englifh nation. The ravages alfo, committed 
1496. by the borderers, accuftomed to licence and diforder, 

fhuck a terror into all men; and made the people prepare 

rather for repelling the invaders than for joining them. 
Perkin, that he might fupport his pretenfions to royal 

birth, feigned great compaffion for the mifery of his 

plundered fubjeB:s; and publicly remonfl:rated with his 

ally againfl: the depredations exercifed by the Scottifu 

army g: But James told him, that he doubted his con­

cern was employed only in behalf of an enemy, and that 

he was anxious to preferve what never lhould belong to 

him. That prince now began to perceive, that his at­

tempt would be fruitlefs; and hearing of an army, which 

was on its march to attack him, he thought proper to 

retreat into his own country. 

1497· 

THE king difcovered little anxiety to procure either 

reparation or vengeance for this infult committed on him 

by the Scottilh nation: His chief concern was to draw 

advantage from it, by the preten<:e which it might afford 

him to levy impofitions on his own fubjeCl:s. He fum­

rngned a parliament, to whom he made bitter complaints 

againft the irruption of the Scots, the abfurd impofl:ure 

countenanced by that nation, the cruel devafiations com­

mitted in the northern counties, and the multiplied infults 

thus offered both to the king and kingdom of England. 
The parliament made the expeCl:ed return to this dif­

courfe, E>y granting a fubfidy to the amount of 12o,ooo 
pounds, together with two fifteenths. After making this 
grant, they were difmiffed. 

THE vote of parliament for impofing the tax was 

without much difficulty procured by the authority of 

Henry; but he found it not fo eafy to levy the money 

upon his fubjech. The people, who were acquainted 

g Polydote Vir~il, P• 598, 
with 
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with the immenfe treafures which he had amaffed, could ill c H A P. 

b k h . {j . .fc d n· {j XXVI, roo t e new 1mpo 1t10ns rate on every 1ght occa ton; '-v---J 

and it is probable, that the flaw, which was univerfally •497· 

known to be in his title, made his reign the more fubjeCl: 
to infurrections and rebellions. When the fubfidy began InfurretHon 

b I · d · C 1 h · h b. din the Weft to e evte m ornwa , t e m a ttants, numerous an • 
poor, robufl: and courageous, murmured againfl: a tax, 
occafioned by a fudden inroad of the Scots, from which 
they efieemed themfelves entirely fecure, and which had 
ufually been repelled by the force of the northern coun-

ties. Their ill-humour was farther incited by one Mi-
chael J ofeph, a farrier of Bodmin, a notable prating fel-
low, who, by thrufiing himfelf forward on every occa-

fion, and being loudefi: in every complaint againft the 
government, had acquired an authority among thofe rude 
people. Thomas Flammoc too, a lawyer, who bad be-
come the oracle of the neighbourhood, en~ouraged the 
£edition, by informing them, that the tax, though im-
pofed by parliament, was entirely illegal; that the nor-
thern nobility were bound, by their tenures~ to defend 
the ,nation againfi: the Scots ; and that if thef.e new im-
pofitions were tamely fubmitted to, the avarice of Henry 

and of his minifiers would foon render the burden into-
lerable to the nation. The Corniih, he faid, mufi deliver 
to the king a petition, feconded by fuch a force as would 

give it authority; and in order to procure the concurren<;e 

of the refi of the kingdom, care muft be taken, by their 
orderly deportment, to lhew that they had nothing in view 
but the public good, and the redrefs of all thofe grievances 

under which the people had fo long laboured. 

ENcouRAGED by thefe fpeeches, the multitude flock­
ed together, and armed themfelves with axes, bills, bows, 
and fuch weapons as country people are ufually poireifed 
.of. Flammoc and J ofeph were chofen their leaders. 
They foon c0nduCl:ed the Cornilh throilgh the county of 

B b 3 Devon1 
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C H A P. Devon, and readied that of Somerfet. At Taunton the 
XXVI. . . . ,. · d 

"--y---1 rebels kdled, m their fury, an officwus an eager com-

1407• miffioner of the fubfidy, whom they called the provofi of 

Perin. When they reached Wells, they were joined by 

lord Audley, a nobleman of an ancient family, popular 

in his deportment, but vain, ambitious, and refl:lefs in 

his temper. He had from the beginning maintained a 
fecret correfpondence with the firft movers of the infur­

rcction; <lnd was now joyfully received by them as their 

leader. P10ud of the countenagce given them by fo con­

fiderable a nobleman, they continued their march; breath­

ing defhuCl:ion to the king's minifiers and favourites, 

particularly to Morton, now a cardinal, and Sir Regi­
nald Bray, who were deemed the m oft aCl:i ve infi:ruments 

in all his oppreffions. N otwithfianding their rage againfi: 

the adminifiration, they carefully followed the direCtions 

given them by their leaders; and as they met with no 

refifi:ance, they committedll during their march, no vio­

lence or diforder. 
THt: rebels had been told by FlammQc, that the inha­

bitants of Kent, as they bad ever, during all ages, 
remained unfubducd, and had even maintained their in­

dependence during the Norman cotJqueft, would furely 

embrace their party, and declare themfelves for a caufe, 

which was no other than that of public good and general 

liberty. But the Kentifh people had very lately difiin­

guiihed thcmfelves by repelling Perkin's invafion; and as 

they had received from the king many gracious acknow­

ledgments for this fervice, their affeCtions were, by that 

means, much conciliated to his government. It was 

eafy, therefore, for the earl of Kent, lord A.bergavenny, 

fl!1d lord Cobham, who poffeffed great autholity in thofe 

parts, to retain the people in obedience ; and the Cornilh 

rebels, though they pitched their camp near Eltham, at 

~~e very gates of London, and invited all the people to 
join 
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join them, got reinforcement from no quarter. There c H A P. 

wanted not difcontents every where, but no one would~~~ 
take part in fo ra!h and ilL-concerted an enterprife; and r49·7. 

befides, the fituation, in which the king's afFairs then 
ftood, difcouraged even the boldeft and mofr daring. 

HENRY, in order to oppofe the Scots, had already 
levied an army, which he put under the command of lord 
Daubeney, the chamberlain; and as foon as he heard of 
the Corniih infurreCl:ion, he ordered it to march fouth­
wards, and fupprefs the rebels. Not to leave the northern 
frontier defencelefs, he difpatched thither the earl of 
Surrey, who aHembled the forces on the borders, and 
made head againfl: the enemy. Henry found here the 
concurrence of the three mofi: fatal incidents that can 
befal a monarchy; a foreign enemy, a dore.eftic rebel­
lion, and a pretender to his crown; but he enjoyed great 
refources in his army and treafure, and frill more, in the 
intrepidity and courage of his own temper. He did not, 
however, immediately give full fcope to his military 
fpirit. On other occafions, he had always hafiened to a 
decifion, and it was a ufual faying with him, that be de­
fired but to fee his ·rebels: But as the Corniili mutineers be-
haved in an inoffenfive manner, and committed no fpoil 
on the country; as they received no acceffion of force on 
their march or in their encampment; and as fuch hafty 
and popular tumults might be expeeted to diminilh every 
moment by delay ; he took pofr in London, and affid uoufly 
prepared the means of enfuring viCtory. 

AFTER all his forces were collected, he divided them Battle of 
· h b d' d h cl Jr: •1 h Hlackhcath. mto t ree o 1cs, an marc e out to aua1 t e enemy. 
The firfl: body, commanded by the earl of Oxford, and 
under him by the earls of Effex and Suffolk, were 3p-
pointcd to place themfelves behind the hill on which the 
rebels were encamped : The fecond and mofi confider-
able, Henry put under the command of lord Daubeney, 

B b 4 t!nd 
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C XX~I~· and ordered him to attack the enemy in front, and bring 
'---v---" on the action. TI?.c third, he kept as a body of referv~ 

Jf97• abol;l his own perfon, and took poft in St. George's 

fields; where he fecured the city, and could eafily, a~ 

occafion ferved; either rcfrore the fight or finifu the vic­

tory. To put the enemy off their guard, he had (pread 
J~ne zzd. a report that he W45 not to attack them till fome days 

after; and the better to confirm them in this opinion, he 

began not the aB:ion till near the evening. Daubeney 

beat a detachment of the rebels from Deptford- bridge; 
and before t~eir main body could be iq order to receive 

him, he ~ad gained the afcent of the hill, and placed 

himfelf in array before them. ,.rhey were formidable 

from their numbers, being fixteen thoufand ftrong, and 

were not defeCtive in valour ; but being tumultuary 

troops, ill arme9, ~nd not provided with cavalry or artillery~ 

they were but an uncq ual match for the king's forces. 

Daubeney began the attack with courage, and even with 

a contempt of the enemy, ~hich had almofi proveq fatal 

to him. He rufi1ed into the q1idft of them, and 'o/as 

taken prifoner; but foon after was releafed by his own 

troops~ After fome refifiance, the rebels were broken, 
and ·put to Right h, Lord Audley, Flammoc, and Jofeph, 

their leaders, were taken, and all three executed~ The 
latter feemed ·even to exult in his end, and boafied, with 
a prepofi:erous ambition, that he {hould make a figure in 

hiitory. The rebels, being furrounded on every fide by 
the king's troops, were almofi all made prifoners; and 
immediately difiniffed Without farther punilhrnent: Whe­

ther, that Henry was fatisfied with the viCl:ims who had 

fallen in the field, and who amounted to near two thou­

f:md, or that he pitied the ignorance and fimplicity of the 

multitude, or favoured them on account of their inof­

fc::mfivc behaviour, or was pleafed that they had never, 

h P~l dcre Virgil, p. ~01, 

during 
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during their infurreCl:ion, difputed his title, and had C H A P. 

XXVI. 
!hewn no attachment to the houfe of York, the highefl: '--..r---1 
crime, of which, in his eyes, they could have been J497• 

guilty. 

THE Scottilh king was not idle during thcfe commo­
tions in England. He levied a confiderable army, and 
fat down before the cafile ofNorham in Northumberland; 
but fou;:,d that place, by the precaution of Fox, bilhop 
of Durham, fo well provided both with men and ammu­
nition, that he made little or no progrefs in the fiege. 
Hearing that the e4rl of Surrey had collected fome forces 
and was advarc ing upon him, he retreated into his own 
country, and left the frontiers expofed to the inroads of 
the Englilh general, who befieged and took Aiton, a 
fmall cafl:le lying a few miles beyond Berwic. Thefe 
unfucccfsfu1 or frivolous attempts on both fides progno­
fticated a fpeedy end to the war; and H"nry, notwith .. 
ftanding his fuperior force, was no lefs ddirous than 
J ames of terminating the differences between the nations. 
Not to depart, however, from his dignity, by ma~ing 
the firfr advances, he employed in this friendly office 
Peter Hialas, a man of addrefs and learning, who n,td 
come to him as ambaffador from Ferdinand and !fabella, 
find who was charged with a commiffion of ncgociating 
the marriage of the infanta Catherine, their daughter, 
with Arthur prince of Wales i. 

HIALAS took a journey northwards, and offered his 
mediation between J ames and Henry, as minifter of a 

prince, who was in alliance with both potentates. Ccm­
~iffioners were foon appointed to meet, and confer on 
terms of accommodation. 1~he fidl: demand of the Eng­
lilh was, that Perkin ihould be put into their hands : 
J ames replied, that he himfelf was no judge of the yo· ng 
Jllan's pretenfions, but having received him as a fupp1i-

* Polydore Virgil, p. 6::>3. 

cant~ 
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c H A P. cant, and promifcd him protection, he was determined 
~not to betray a man, who had trufred to his good faith 

1497· ~nd his gcnerofity. The next demand of the Englifu 
met with no better reception: They required reparation 

for the ravages committed by the late inroads into Eng­
land : The Scotti.lh commiffioners replied, that the fpoils 
were like water fpilt upon the ground, which could never 
be recovered, and that Henry's fubjetl:s were better able 
to bear the lofs, than thctr mafier's to repair it. Henry's 
commiffioners next propofed, that the two kings fhould 
have an interview at Newcafile, in order to adjufi all 
differences ; but J ames faid, that he meant to treat of a 

peace, not to go a begging for it. Lefr the conferences 
Truce with fhould break off altogether without effect, a truce was 
Scotland. l d d 1: r. h d J · · h cone u e 10r .tome mont s; an ames, percetvmg, t at, 

while Perkin remained in Scotland, he himfelf never 

fhould enjoy a folid peace with Henry, privately defired 

him to depart the kingdom. 
AccESS was now barred Perkin into the Low Coun ... 

tries, his ufual retreat in all his difappointments. The 

Flemifh merchants, who feverely felt the lofs refulting 
from the interruption of commerce with England, had 
made fuch intereft: in the archduke's council, that com­
miffioners were feut to London, in order to treat of an 
accommodation. The Flemi!h court agreed, that all 
Engliih rebels fhould be excluJcd the Low Countries; 

and in this prohibition the demefnes of the dutchefs-dow­
ager were exprefsly comprehended. When this principal 

article was agreed to, all the other terms were eafily ad­

jufred. A treaty of commerce was fini.lhed, which was 

favourable to the Flemings, and to which they long gave 

the appellation of lntercurfus magnus, the great treaty. 
And when the Englifh merchants returned to their ufual 

abode at Antwerp, they were publickly received, as in 

proceilion, with joy and fefiivity. 
PERK H .. 
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PERKIN was a Flcming by defcent, though born in C HA P. 

E 
. XXVJ. 

ngland ; and It might therefore be doubted, whether he "-v----J 
were included in the treaty between the two nations : But 1 497l' 

as he mufl: difmifs all his Englilh retainers if he took 

1helter in the Low Countries, and as he was fure of a 

cold reception, if not bad ufage, among people~ rho were 
determined to keep on terms of friend{hip with the court 
of England ; he thought fit rather to hide himfelf, dur-

i!Jg fome time, in the wilds and fatl:ne.ffes of Indand. 
Impatient however of a retreat, which was both difagree-

able and dangerous, he held confultations with his fol-
lowers, Herne, Skelton, and Afl:ley, three broken tradef-
men : By their advice, he refolved to try the affeCtions of 
the Cornilh, whofe mutinous difpofition, notwithfl:~nding 
the king's lenity, frill fubfi.fied, after the fuppreffion of 
their rebellion. No fooner did he appear at Bodmin 

in Cornwal, than the populace, to the number of 
three thoufand, flocked to his frandard ; and Perkin, 
elated with this appearance of fuccefs, took on him, for 

the fir-it time, the appellation of Richard IV. king of 
England. Not to fuffer the expetl:ations of his followers 
to languilh, he prcfented himfelf before Exeter; and by 

many fair promifes, invited that city to join him. Find-
ing that the inhabitants lhut their gates againfi him, he 
laid fiege to the place; but being unprovided with artillery, 
ammunition, and every thing requifite for the attempt, he 

made no progrefs in his undertaking. lVIe.ffengeis were 

fent to the king, informing him of this infurreCtion: The 
citizens of Exeter meanwhile were determined to hold out 

to the lafr extremity, in expeB:ation of receiving fuccour 
from the well-known vigilance of that monarch. 

WHEN Henry was informed, that Perkin was landed 

in England, he expreffed great joy, and prepareJ hirnfelf 
with alacrity to attack him, in hopes of being able, at 
length, to put a period to pretenfions, which had fo long 

given 
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c H A P. given him vexation and inquietude. All the courtiers, 
~ fenfible that their activity on this occafion would be the 

Jlf97• moft acceptable fervice which they could render the king, 
difplayed their zeal for the enterprize, and forwarded 

his preparations. The lords Daubeney, and Broke, with 
Sir Rice ap Thomas, haftened forward with a fmall body 

of troops to the relief of Exeter. The earl of Devon­
fhire, and the moft confiderable gentlemen in the county 

of that name, took arms of their own accord, and 

marched to join the king's generals. The duke of Buck­

ingh4m put himfelf at the head of a troop, confifiing of 
young nobility and gentry, who ferved as v0lunteers, and 

who longed for an opportunity of difplaying their courage 
and their loyalty. The king himfelf prepared to follow 
with a confiderable army; and thus all England feemed 

united againft a pretender, who had at firft engaged their 

attention and divided their affeCl:ions. 

PERKIN, informed of thefe great preparations, imme­
diately raifed the fiege of Exeter, and retired to Taun­
ton. Though his followers now amounted to the 

number of near feven thoufand, and feemed frill refolute 

to maintain his c:1ufc, he himfelf defpaired of fuccefs, 
and fecretly withdrew to the fanctuary of Beaulieu in the 

new fore£!. The Cornifh rebels fubmitted to the king's 

111ercy, and found that it was not yet exhaufted in their 
behalf. Except a few perfons of defperate fortunes, who 

were executed, and fome others who were fevercly fined, 
all the reft were difmiffed with impunity. Lady Cath~­
rine Gordon, wife to Perkin, fell into the hands of the 
victor, and was treated with a ge11erofity, which does 
him honour. He foothed her mind with many marks of 

regard, placed her in a reputable fl:ation about the queen, 

and afligned he! a penfion, which file enjoyed even under 

his fucceffor. 

HENR)" 
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l-IENR Y deliberated what courfe to take with Perkin C H A P. 
x:~cvr. 

himfelf. Some counfelled him to make the privileges "----v---1 
of the church yield to reafons of fiate, to take him 149S. 

by violence from the fanCl:uary, to inflict on him the' 
punilhment due to his temerity, and thus at once to put 
an end to an impofture which had long difl:urbed the go­
vernment, and which the credulity of the people and 
the artifices of malcontents were frill capable of reviving. 
But the king deemed not the matter of fuch importance 
as to merit fo violent a remedy. He employed fome 
perfons to deal with Perkin, and perfuade him, under 
promife of pardon, to deliver himfelf into the king,s 
hands 1• The king conducted him in a fpecies of mock 
triumph to London. As Per kin pa!fed along the road, Perk in ta~ 
and through the ftreets of the city, men of all ranks :;.n pnfo " 

flocked about him, and the populace treated with the 
higheft derifion his fallen fortunes. They feemed 
defirous of revenging themfelves, by their infults, for 
the ihame, which their former belief of his impofiures 
had thrown upon them. Though the eyes of the nation 
were generally opened with regard to Perkin's real pa-
rentage, Henry required of him a confeffion of his life 
and adventures; and he ordered the account of the 
whole to be difperfed, foon after, for the fatisfaction of the 
public. But as his regard to decency made him entircl)r 
fupprefs the £hare which the dutchefs of Burgundy had 
had in contriving and conducting the impofture, the 
people, who knew that ihe had been the chief infirument 
in the whole affair, were inclined; on account of the 
filence on that head, to pay the lefs credit to the authen-
ticity of the narrative. 

BuT Perkin, though his life was granted him, w"s 1499. 

ftill detained in cufiody ; and keepers were appointed to 

1 Polydore Virgil, p. 6o6. 

guard 
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c H A P. guard him. Impatient of confinement, he broke from: 

~his keepers, and flying to the fanB:uary of Shyne, put 

himfclf into the hands of the prior of that monafiery. 

The prior had obtained great credit by his charaCl:er of 

fanCl:ity; and he prevailed on the king again to grant a 

pardon to Perkin. But in order to reduce him to frill 

greater contempt, he was fet in the fl:ocks at Wefl:minfl:er 

and Cheapfide, and obliged in both places to read aloud 

to the people the confeffion, which had formerly been 

publilhed in his name. He was then confined to the 

Tower, where his habits of refilefs intrigue and enter­

prize followed him. He infinuated himfe1f into the in· 

timacy of four fervants of Sir John Digby, lieutenan 

of the Tower; and by their means, opened a carre­

fpondence with the earl of Warwic, who was confined 

in the fame prifon. This unfortunate prince, who had 

from his earliefl: youth been lhut up from the commerce 

of men, and who was ignorant even of the mofl: com­

mon affairs of l~fe, had fallen into a fimplicity which 

made him fufceptible of any impreffion. The continued 

dread alfo of the more violent effeCl:s of Henry's tyranny, 

joined to the natural love of liberty, engaged him to em­

brace a projeB: for his efcape, by the murder of the lieu­

tenant; and Perkin offered to conduCt: the whole enter­

prize. The confpiracy efcaped not the king's vigilance: 

It was even very generally believed, that the fcheme had 

been laid by himfelf, in order to draw Vv arwic and Per­

kin into the fnare: But the fubfequcnt execution of two 

of Digby's fervants for the contrivance, feems to clear 

the king of that imputation, which was indeed founded 

more on the general idea entertained of his characrer, 

than on any pofitive evidence. 

PER KIN, by this new attempt, after fo many en or .. 

mities, had rendered himfelf totally unworthy of mercy ; 

and he was accordingly arraigned, condemned, and foon 
aftff 
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~ftet hanged at Tyburn, perfifiing frill in the confeffion C H A P. 

of his impofl:ure m. It happened about that very time,~ 
that one Wilford, a cordwainer's fon, encouraged by the 1499· 
{i 'fi d' · h . n_ d Perkmc:"e• urpn mg ere tt g1ven to ot er Impouures, ha under- cuted. 

taken to perfonate the earl of W arwic; and a priefl: had 
even ventured from the pulpit to recommend his caufe to 
the people, who feemed frill to retain a propenfity to 
adopt it. This incident ferved Henry as a pretence for 
his feverity towards that prince. He was brought to 
trial, and accufed, not of contriving his efcape (for 
as he was committed for no crime, the defire of liberty 
mufi have been regarded as natural and innocent), but of 
forming defigns to difl:urb the government, and raife an 
infurreClion among the people. Warwic confe!fed the The e~tlof 

Warwtc 
indictment, was condemned, and the fentence was exe- executed. 

cuted upon him. zfi No9~ 

THIS violent act of tyranny, the great blemilh of 
Henry's reign, by which he defrroyed the lafl: remaining 
male of the line of Plantagenet, begat great difcontent 
among the people, who faw an unhappy prince, that had 
long been denied all the privileges of his high birth, eve1 
been cut off frotn the common benefits of nature, now 
at laft deprived of life itfelf, merely for attempting to 
ihake off that oppreffion under which he laboured. In 
vain did Henry endeavour to alleviate the odium of this 
guilt, by £baring it with his ally, Ferdinand of Arra .. 
gon, who2 he faicl, had fcrupled to give his daughter 
Catherine in marriage to Arthur, while any male defcend­
ant of the houfe of York remained. Men, on the con 
trary, felt higher indignation at feeing a young prince 
facri.ficed, not to law and j uftice, but to the jealous pofi ... 
ics of two fubtle and crafty tyrants. 

BuT though thefe difcontents fefiered in the minds of 
1 1en, they were fo checked by Henry's w~tchfu} policy 

m See note [ MJ at the end of the volume. 

an 
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c H A P. and fl:eady feverity, that they feemed not to wea~en 
XXVI. . d r . d . 
~ h1s government; an 1oreign pnnces, eeming h1s 

1499· throne now entirely fecure, paid him rather the greater 

deference and attention. The archduke, Philip, in par­
ticular, de:iired an interview with him; and Henry, 
who had paffed over to Calais, agreed to meet him in 
St. Peter's church near that city. The archduke, on 

his approaching the king, made hafte to alight, and 
offered to hold Henry's ftirrup; a mark of condefcen-

fion, which that prince would not admit of He called 

the king father, patron, proteflor; and by his whole be­
haviour expre.ffed a ftrong defire of conciliating the 
friendfuip of England. The duke of Orle:ms had fuc­
ceeded to the crown of France by the appellation of 

Lewis XII. and having carried his arms into Italy, and 
fubdued the dutchy of Milan, his progrefs begat jealoufy 

in Maximilian, Philip's father, as well as in Ferdinand, 
his father-in-law. By the counfei, therefore, of thefe 
monarchs, the young prince endeavoured by every art to 

acquire the amity of Henry, whom they regarded as the 
chief counterpoife to the greatnefs of France. No par­
ticular plan however of alliance feems to have been con­
certed between thefe two princes in their interview: All 

pa{E:d in general profeffions of affeCtion and regard ; at 
leaft, in remote projects of a clofer union, by the future 

intermarriages of their children, who were then in a fiate 

of infancy. 

1.5oo. THE Pope too, Alexander VI. neglected not the 
friendfuip of a monarch, whofe reputation was fpread 
over Europe. He fent a nuntio into England, who ex· 
horted the king to take part in the great alliance projeCted 
for the recovery of the Holy Land, and to lead in per­

fan his forces againft the infidels. 'rhe general frenzy 

for crufades was now entirely exhauficd in Europe; but 
i' 
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it was frill thought a neceffary piece of decency to pre- C H A P. 
. . XXVI. 

tend zeal for thofe ptous ertterpnzes. Henry regretted to~ 
the nuncio the difiance of his fituation, which rendered IS00• 

it inconvenient for him to expofe his perfon in defence 
of the Chrifiian caufe. He promifed, however, his 
utmofl: affifi:ance by aids and contributions ; and rather 
than the pope !hould go alone to the holy wars, unac .. 
companied by any monarch, he even promifed to overlook 
all other confiderations; and to attend him in perfon. 
He only required as a neccffary condition, that all dif-
ferences fhould previoufly be adj ufred among Chrifiian 
princes, and that fome fea- port towns in Italy iliould be 
configned to him for his retreat and fecurity. It was 
eafy to conclude, that Henry had determined not to in­
termeddle in any war againfi: the Turk : But as .a great 
name, without any real affi{l-ance~ is fometitnes of fervice, 
the knights of Rhodes, vvho were at that time efl:eemed 
the bulwark of Chrifrendom, chofe the king protetlor of 
their order. 

BuT the prince, whofe alliance Henry valued the mofi:1 

was Ferdinand of Arragon, whofe vigorous and :fieady 
policy, always attended with fuccefs, had rendered him, 
in many rcfpeB:s, the moll: confiderable monarch in 
Europe. There was alfo a remarkable fimii:1rity of cha­
raCter between thefe two princes: Both were full of 
craft, intrigue, and defign; and though a refemblance 
of this nature be a fie11dcr foundation for confidence and 
amity, where the interefis of the paities in the leafl: 
interfere; fuch was the fituation of Henry and Ferdi­
nand, that no jealou(y ever on any occafion arofe be-
tween them. The king had now the fatisfaB:ion of corn- tsar. 
pletino- a marriage, which had been projected anu nego- M.arriage of 

b pnnce Ar-
ciated during the courfe of feven years; between Arthur thur wi h 

. C h . Catherirle of prince of Wales and the mfanta at en ne, fourth Arragon. 

dau<rhter of Ferdinand and Habella; he near fixteen years 1 2 th No\'. . :;:, 

VoL. Ill. C c of 
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c H A P.of ao-e, fhe eighteen. But this marriage proved in the 
XXVI 0 

~iffue unprofperous. The young prince, a few months 
1502. after, fickened and died, much regretted by the nation. 

'Z.d April. 
His death. Henry, defirous to continue his alliance with Spain, and 

alfo unwilling to refl:ore Catherine's dowry, which was 

two hundred thoufand ducats, obliged his fecond fon, 

Henry, whom he created prince of Wales, to be con­
traB:cd to the infanta. The prince made all the oppo­

fition, of which a youth of twelve years of age was ca­

pable; but as the king perfifl:ed in his refolution, the 

efpoufals were at length, by means of the pope's difpen­
fation, contracted between the parties: An event, which 

was afterwards attended with the mo:fi: important con­

fequences. 
Marriage of THE fame year, another marriao-e was celebrated, 
the princefs h' h 1r · h 

0 

d n· f M'rg,aret w lC was a 10, In t e next age, pro u~..:.LIVe 0 great 
with the events: The marriage of Margaret, the king's elder 
king of 
Scotl.wd. daughter, with J ames king of Scotland. This alliance 

had been negociated during three years, though interrupt­

ed by feveral broils ; and Henry hoped, from the com­
p1etion of it, to remove all fource of difcord with that 

neighbouring kingdom, by whofe animofity England had 

fo often been infefl:ed. When this marriage was delibe­

rated on in the Englifh council, fome objected, that 

England might, by means of that alliance, fall under the 

dominion of Scotland. "No;" replied Henry, "Scot­

" land, in that event, will only become an acceffion to 

1503. " England." Amidfi: thefe profperous incidents, the 
lllfl 1: (!b, king met with a domefl:ic calamity, which made not fuch 

impreffion on him as it merited : His queen died in child­

bed ; and the infant did not long furvive her. This 

princefs was defervedly a favourite of the nation ; and 

tne general affetl:ion for her encreafed, on account of the 

hadh treatment, which, it was thought, fhe met with 

from her confort. 

THE 
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THE fituation of the king's affairs, both at home and c H A P. 

b d 
. r. .n. XXVI. 

a roa , was now, m every retpec[) very fortunate All ---y---J 

the efforts of the European princes, both in war and ne- xsol• 

goc:ation, were turned to the fide of Italy; and the va-

rious e-vents, which there arofe, made Henry's alliance 

be c0urted by every party, yet interefl:ed him fo little as 

never to touch him with concern or anxiety. His clofe 

connex10ns with Spain and Scotland enfured his tranquil-

lity; and his continued fuccdfes over domeihc enemies, 

owing to the prudence and vig<mr of his conduCt, had 

reduced the people to enure fubmiffion and obedience. 

U ncontrouled, therefore, by apprehe11fion or oppofition Oppnffions 

of any kind, he gave full [cope to h1s natural propcnfity; oithe peo .. 

and avarice, which had ever been his rul ng pat11on, be- P e. 

ing encreafed by age, and encouraged by abfolute autho-

rity, broke all refiraints of fuame or jufi:ice. He had 

found two mindl:ers, Empfon and Dudley, perfeCtly qua-

lified to fecond his rapacious and tyrannical inclination~, 

and to prey upon his defencelefs people. 'l'hefe infrru. 

ments of oppreffion were both lawyers, the firfl: of mean 

birth, of brutal manners, of an unrelenting temper; the 

fecond better born, better educated, and better bred, but 

equally unjufr, fevere, and inflexible. By their know-

ledge in law, thefe men were qualified to pervert the 

forms of jufrice to the oppreffion of the innocent; and 

the formidable authority of the king fupported them in 

all their iniquities. 
IT was their u f ual practice at firfr to obferve fo far the 

2ppearance of law as to give indiB:ments to thofe whom 

they intended to opprefs : Upon which the perfons were 

committed to prifon, but never brought to trial; and were 

at length obliged, in order to recover their liberty, to pay 

heavy fines and ranfoms, which were called mitigations 

and compofitions. By degrees, the very appearance of 
law was negleCted : The two minifrers fent forth their 

C c 2. precepts 
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( H A P precepts to attach men, and fummon them before them-
XXVI. h · · h r · 
~ felves and fome others, at t e1r pnvate ou1es, m a court 

J5o3. of commiffion, where, in a fummary manner, without 
trial or jury' arbitrary decrees were iffued, both in pleas 
of the crown and controverfies between private parties. 
Juries thernfelves, when fummoned, proved but fmall fe­

curity to the fubjetl:; being brow-beaten by thefe op­
pre.IIors ; nay, fined, imprifoned, and punilhed, if they 
gave fentence againfl: the inclination of the minifiers. 

The whole fyfl:em of the feudal law, which frill prevailed, 

was turned into a fcheme of oppreffion. Even the king's 
wards, after they came of age, were not fuffered to enter 

into poffcffion of their lands without paying exorbitant 
fines. 11en were alfo haraffed with informations of in­
trufion upon fcarce colourable titles. When an outlawry 

in a perfonal aC!ion was iffued againfl: any man, he was 
not allowed to purchafe his charter of pardon, except on 
the payment of a great fum; and if he refufed the com­
pofition required of him, the fl:riB: law, which, in fuch 

cafes, allows forfeiture of goods, was rigorou!ly infifl:ed 
on. Nay, without any colour of law, the half of men's 

lands and rents were feized during two years, as a pe­
nalty in cafe of outlawry. But the chief means of op­

preffion, employed by thefe miniil:ers, were the penal 

fiatutes, which, without confideration of rank, quality, 

or fervices, were rigidly put in execution againfl: all men: 

Spies, informers, and inquifitors were rewarded and en­

couraged in every quarter of the kingdom : And no dif­
ference was made whether the ftatute were beneficial or 
hurtful, recent or obfolete, poffible or impoffible to be 

executed. The foie end of the king and his minifiers was 
to amafs money, and bring every one under the lalh of 

their authority n. 

n Bacon, 6~9, 63o. Hi>llinglhed, p. 504, Polyd. Virg. p. 613. 615· 

THROUG.fl 
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THROUGH the prevalence of fuch an arbitrary and C H A f 
• . . d . •Jl • h E {h - XXVI. 
tmq uttous a mmmratwn, t e ngli , it may fafely be '--v--' 
affirmed, were confiderable lofers by their ancient pri- 1 5°3• 

vileges, which fecured them from all taxations, except 

fuch as were impofed by their own confent in parlia-

ment. Had the king been irnpowered to levy gene-
ral taxes at pleafure, he would naturally have abfrained 

from thefe oppreffive expedients, which defrroyed all fe. 

curity in private property, and begat an univerfal diffi-

dence throughout the nation. In vain did the people 

look for proteB:ion from the parliament, which was pretty 

frequently fumrnoned during this reign. That aficmbly 

was fo overawed, that, at this very time, during t!Je 15o4. 

greatefr rage of Henry's oppreffions, the commons chofe 25th J.an. 

Dudley their fpeaker, the very man who was the chief~~~~~ha­
infirument of his iniquities. And though the king was 

known to be irnmenfely opulent, and had no pretence of 

wars or expenfive enterprizes of any kind, they granted 
him the fubfidy, which he demanded. But [o infatiable was 

his avarice, that next year he levied a new benevolence, 1 sos. 
and renewed that arbitrary and oppreffive method of tax-

ation. By all thefe arts of accumulation, joined to a ri-

gid frugality in his expence, he fo filled his coffers, that 

he is faid to have poffdfed in ready money the fum of 

I ,8oo,ooo pounds : A treafure almofr incredible, if we 

confider the fcarcity of money in thofe times 0 • 

BuT while Henry was enriching himfelf by the fpoils 

of his oppre!fed people, there happened an event abroad, 

which engaged his attention, and was even the objetl: of 

o Silver was dur:ng this reign 37 fhdlir.gs and fixpePce a pound, which 

makes Henry's treafure near three mill ion s of our preient m oney. Belid e s~ 

many commodities have become .... bove thr ice as dea r by the encr~afe of gold 

and filver in Europe. And what is a circumftance of fiill greater weight, 

all other ftates were then very poor, in comparifon of what they ale at pre· 

!ent: Thefe circumftances make Henry's treafure appear very great; and. 

may lead us to conceive the opprdlions of his government. 

Cc 3 his 
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C :x~/· his anxiety and concern. Ifabellz, queen of Caftile, died 

\.-.-.....,__.I about this time; and it w as forefeen, that by this inci· 

J5°5· dent the f01 tunes of Ferdinand, hn hufband, would be 

much affected . The king was not only attentive to the 

fa te of his ally, and watchful lefi the general fyfrem of 

Europe fhould be aft(:ded by fo important an event : He 
alfo confidercd the fimilarity of his own fituation with 

that of Ferdinand, and regarded the iffue of thefe tranf­

acrions as a precedent for himfelf. Joan, the daughter of 

Fcrdinand by !fabella, was married to the archduke Phi­

lip, and being, in right of her mother, heir of Cofi:ile, 

feemed entitled to difpute with Ferdinand the prefent 

pofieffion of that kingdom. Henry knew, that notwith­

ftand1ing his own pretcnfions by the houfe of Lancafi:er, 

the greater part of ti1e nation was convinced of the fupe­

riority of his wife's title; and he dreaded left the prince 

of Wale:<~ who was daily advancing towards manhood, 

might be tempted by ambition to lay immediate claim 

to the crown. By his perpetual attention to deprefs the 

partiz:ms of the York family, he had more clofely 

united them into one par ty, and encreafed their defire of 

fhaking off that yoke, under which they had fo long 

~aboured, and of taking every advantage, which his op­

preffive government ibould give his enemies againfl: him. 

And as he pofieffed no independent force like Ferdinand, 

and governed a kingdom more turbulent and unruly, 

which qe himfelf, by his narrow politics, had confirmed 

~n factious prejudices ; he apprehended that his fituation 

would prove ~n tpe iffue frill more precarious. 
. NoTHING at firfi: could turn out more contrary to 

the king~s wi~es than the tranfactions in Spain. Fer­

dina~d, · as well as Henry, had beco~e very unpopula-r, 

~nd from a like caufe, )Jis former ~xactions and im­

pofitions; and the fiates of Cafi:ile difcovered an evident 

~efolution of preferring the title of Philip and Joan. In 
· ~ o~de( 
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order to take advantage of thefe favourable difpofitions, C 1i A P. 
. XXVI. 

the archduke, now kmg of Cafrile, attended by his con-----..~ 
fort, embarked for Spain during the winter feafon; but 15o6. 

meeting with a violent tempcfl: in the channel, was ob-
liged to take fhelter in the harbour of Weymouth. SiJ Arrival or 

. . th e king of 
John Trenchard, a gentleman of authonty m the county caftile. 

of Dorfet, hearing of a fleet upon the coafr, had affem--

bled fome forces; and being joined by Sir John Cary, 
who was alfo at the head of an armed body, he came to 
that town. Finding that Philip, in order to relieve his 

ficknefs and fatigue, was already come ailiore, he invited 
him to his houfe; and immediately difpatched a meffen-

ger, to inform the court of this important incident. The 
king fent in all hafte the earl of Arundel to compli-

ment Philip on his arrival in England, and to inform 
him, that he intended to pay him a vifit in perfon, and 
to give him a fuitable reception in his dominions. Philip 
knew, that he could not now depart without the king's 
confent ; and therefore, for the fake of difpatch, he re-
folved to anticipate his vifit, and to have an interview 
with him at Windfor. Henry received him with all 
the magnificence poffible, and with all the feeming cor­

diality; but he refolved, notwithftanding, to draw fome 
advantage from this involuntary vifit, paid him by his 

royal gueft. 
EnMOND de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, nephew to Ed- Intri~u!!s or 

ward IV. and brother to the earl of Lincoln, !lain in lhe~~ffi,~~.of 
battle of Stoke, had fome years before killed a man in a 

fudden fit of paffion, and had been obliged to apply to 
the king for a remiffion of the crime. The king had 
granted his requeft; but being little indulgent to all per-

fons conneCl:ed with the houfe of York, he obliged him 
to appear openly in court and plead his pardon. SufFolk, 
more refenting the affront than grateful for the favour, 

pad fled into Flanders, and taken lhelter with his aunt, 
Cc 4 the 
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CH A P. the dutchefs of Burgundy: But beingpromifed forgivenefs 
XXVL E . 
~by the king, he returned to ngland, and ob tamed a new 

JSo6. pardon. .A.Cl:uated, however, by the natural inquietude 

of his temper, and uneafy from debts which he had con­

tracted by his great expence at prince Arthur's wedding, 

he again made an elopement into Flanders. The king, well 

acquainted with the general difcontent which prevailed 

againfi: his adminifiration, neglected not this incident, 

which might become of importance; and he employed his 
ufual artifices to elude the efforts of his enemies. He di~ 

reB:ed Sir Robert Curfon, governor of the caftle of fiammes, 

to defert his charge, and to infinuate himfclf into the con­

fidence of Suffolk, by making him a tender of hi£ fervice • 

Upon informatiOn fecretly conveyed by Curfon, the king 

feized Vlilliam Courtney, eldefi fon to the earl of Devon­

fhire, and married to the lady Catherine, fifier of the queen; 
William de la Pole, brother to the earl of Suffolk; Sir 

James Tirrel, and Sir James \Vindham, with fome per..,. 

fons of inferior quality ; and he committed them to cuf­

tody. Lord Abergavenny and Sir Thomas Green were alfo 

apprehended ; but were 1oon after rel ea(cd from their con­

pnement. William de la Pole was long detained in prifon: 

Courtney w~s attainted and, though not cxec~ted, he reco­

vcn~d not his liberty during the king's life-time. But 

Henry's chief feverity fell upon Sir J ames \Villdhc.m, and 

Sir J ames Tirrcl, who were brought to their trial, condemn~ 

ed, and executed: The fate of the latter gave general fatif­

faB:ion, on account of his participation in the murder of the 

young princes, fons of Edward IV. N otwithfianding thefe 

difcoveries and executions, Curfon was frill ~ble to main· 
tain his credit with the earl of Suffolk: Henry, in order to 

remove all fufpicion, had ordered him to be excommuni­

fated, together with Suffolk himfelf, for his pretended 
retellion. But after that traitor had performed all the 

fcrvices expected from him, he fuddenly deferted the earl~ 
· ~nd 
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Qnd came over to England, where the king received him c H A P. 

with unufual marks of favour and coDfidence. Suffolk,~ 
afi:oni!hed at this infi:ance of perfidy, finding that even 15o6. 

the dutchefs of Burgundy, tired with fo many fruit1efs at-
tempts, had become indifferent to his caufe, fled fecretly 
into France, then into Germany, and returned at lafl: 
into the Low-Countries: where he was proteCled, though 
not countenanced, by Philip, then in clofe alliance with 
the king. 

HENRY neglecred not the prefent opportunity of com­
plaining to his gueil: of the reception which Suffolk had 
met with in his dominions. " I really thought," replied 
the king of Cafiile, " that your greatnefs and felicity 
" had fet you far above apprehenfions from any perfon 
" of fo little confequence: But to give you fatisfaB:ion, 
" I {hall banifh him my ftate." " I expect that you 
" will carry your complaifance farther," faid the king; 
" I defire to have Suffolk put into my hands, where alone 
" I can depend upon his fubmi.ffion and obedience." 
" That meafure," faid Philip, " will reflect di!honour 
" upon you as well as myfelf. You will be thouzht to 
" have treated me as a prifoner." " Then the matter is 
'' at an end," replied the king, " for I will take that 
'' difhonour upon me; and fo your honour is faved P.'' 
The king of Cafiile found himfelf under a necefiity of 
complying; but he fidl exaCted Henry's promife that he 
would fpare Sufrolk's life. That nobleman was invited 
over to England by Philip; as if the king would grant 
him a pardon, on the interceihon of his friend and ally. 
Upon his appearance, he was committed to the Tower; 
~nd the king of Cafiile, having fully fatisfied Henry, as 
well by his conceffion, as by figning a treaty of commerce 
between Englar.d and Cafiile, which was advantageous 
to the former kingdom'~, was at lafl: allowed to depart, 

p Bacon, p. 633• q Rymer, vol, xiii, p. 14~. 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. after a :fray of three months. He landed in Spain, was 
XXVI. . C 11'1' d . ffi ffi '--y----1 joyfully rece1ved by the am 1ans, an put m po e ton 

1S0 7• of the throne. He died foon after; and Joan, his wi­
dow, falling into deep melancholy, Ferdinand was again 
enabled to re-infiate himfelf in authority, and to go­

vern, till the day of his death, the whole Spanilh mo-

narchy. 
THE king furvived thefe tranfaB:ions two years; but 

nothing memorable occurs in the remaining part of his 
reign, except his affiancing his fecond daughter Mary 

JsoS. to the young archduke Charles, fon of Philip of Caf­

tile~ He entertained alfo fome intentions of marriage for 

himfelf, firft with the queen-dowager of Naples, relict of 

Ferdinand; afterwards with the dutchefs dowager of Sa­

voy, daughter of Maximilian, and fifter of Philip. But 

5i.ckn.ers of the decline of his health put an end to all fuch thoughts; 
the kwg. il. . • 

and he began to can: hrs eye towards that future ex1fience, 
which the iniquities and feverities of his reign rendered a 

very difmal profpeet to him. To allay the terrors, un­

der which he laboured, he endeavoured, by diftributing 
alms and founding religious houfes, to make atonement 
for his crimes, and to purchafe, by the facrifice of part 

of his ill-gotten treafures, a reconciliation with his of­
fended Maker. Remorfe even feized him at intervals for 

the abufe of his authority by Empfon and Dudley; but 

not fufficient to make him ftop the rapacious hand of thofe 
oppreifors. Sir William Capel was again fined two thou­
fand pounds under fome frivolous pretence, and was 
committed to the Tower for daring to murmur againfl: 
the iniquity. Harris, an alderman of London, was in­

dieted, and died of vexation before his trial came to an 

iffue. Sir Laurence Ailmer, who had been mayor, and 
his two ilieriffs, were condemned in heavy fines, and fent 

to prifon till they made payment. The king gave coun· 

tenance to all thefe oppreffions; till death? by its nearer 
approaches~ 
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pproaches, impreffed new terrors upon him; and he then c H A P. 

ordered, by a general claufe in his will, that refi:itution ~ 
fhould be made to all thofe whom he had injured. He 1 ~o9. 

d. d f [ · h. r . His death, 
1e ~ a con umpt10n at IS Javounte palace of Rich- ad April. 

mond, after a reign of twenty-three years and eight 

months, and in the fifty-fccond year of his age r. 

THE reign of Henry VII. was, in the main, fortunate 

for his people at home, and honourable abroad. He put 
an end to the civil wars with which the nation had lono- and charac .. 

o ter, 
been harafTed, he maintained peace and order in the Rate, 

he deprdfed the former exorbitant power of the nobility, 

and, together with the friendfhip of fome foreign princes, 
he a~quired the confideration and regard of all. He loved 

peace without fearing war; though agitated with conti ... 

nual fufpicions of his fervants and minifiers, he difcovered 

no timidity, either in the conduct of his affairs, or in the 
day of battle; and though often fevere in his punifhmcnts, 

he was commonly lefs atl:uated by revenge than by max­
ims of policy. The Cervices, which he rendered the peo­

ple, were derived from his views of private advantage, 

rather than the motives of public fpirit; and where he devi­
ated from intere.fied rep:ards, it was unknown to himfelf, 

and ever from the malignant prejudices of fatl:ion, or the 

mean pr~jeB:s of avarice; not from the fallies of paffion, 
or allurements of pleafure; frill lefs, from the benign 

motives of friendlhip and generofity. His capacity was 

excellent, but fomewhat contracted by the narrownefs of 
his heart; he pofTefTed infinuation and addrefs, but never 

employed thefe talents, except where fame great point of 

interefi was to be gained; and while he negleCl:ed to con­

ciliate the affections of his people, he often felt the danger 

of refring his authority on their fear and reverence alone. 
fie was always extremely attentive to his affairs; but 

poffefTed not the faculty of feeing far into futurity; and 

f Du::;d. barona~e, Jl, p. '-37• 
was 
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c H A P. was more expert at providing a remedy for his miflakes 
XXVJ. h . d" . . 'd' h A . ~ t an JU zctous m avot mg t em. vance was, on the 

1509· whole, his ruling paffion s ; and he remains an infl:ance, 

almofi: fingular, of a man, placed in a high fiation, and 
poffeffed or talents for great affairs, in whom that paffion 

predominated above ambition. Even among private per­

fons, avarice is commonly nothing but a fpecies of am­

bition, and is chiefly incited by the profpc:Cl: of that re­

gard, difiinchon, and conficleration, which attend on 

riches. 

THE power of the kings of England had always been 

fomewhat irregular or difcretionary; but was fcarce!y ever 

fo abfolute during any former reign, at leafi: after the efia­

blilhmei ~ t of the great charter, as during that of Henry. 

Befides the advantages, derived from the perfonal charac .. 

ter of the man, f 11l oc vigour, induftry, and feverity, 

deliberate in all projcc >, :i:t ... dy in every purpofe, and at­

tended with c.:u tion, as well as :;,cod fortune, in every en .. 

te:-t)rize; he came to the throne dter k ng and bloody civil 

wars, which had defrroyed all the great nobility, who alone 

could rdl.ft the encroachmen s of his authority: The 

peop .e were tirLd with di fco n:! and intefiine convuHions, 

and Nilling to fubrnit to uft11 pations, and even to injuries,_ 

rat~cr ttan plunge themfelves anew into like miferies: 

'rhe fruitlefs efforts made againfl: him ferved always, as 

is ufual, to confirm his authority : As he ruled by a 

faCl:ion, and the lcffer faction, all thofe on whom he con­

ferred offices, fenfible that they owed every thing to his 

proteCtion, were willing to filpport his ~ower" thqugh at 

s As a proof of Henry's attention to the fmallefl profits, Bacon tells us, 

that he had ("en a b ::~ ok of acc cmp~s kept by Epfom, and fubfcribc:d in al­

moft every le~f by the king's own hand. Among other articles was the fof., 

]owing. " l:em, R cceivtd of fuch a one five marks for a pardon, which, if 
4' it do not pa f~ , the mor,ey to be rep1yed, or the party othcrwife fatisfied.'' 

()ppdite to the memorandum, the k ing had writ with his own hand, "other• 

~f "* fati~fied.'' Bac<>n, p. 630. 

the 
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the ex pence of j ufiice and national privileges. Thefe c H, A P. 

-fecm the chief caufes which at this time bcfiowed on the~ 
crown fo confiderable an addition of prerogative, and 1509. 

rendered the prefent reign a kind of epoch in the Englifu 
confiitution. 

THIS prince, though he exalted his prerogative above 
law, is celebrated by his hiftorian for many good laws,_ 
which he made be enaclcd for the government of his 
fubjeCl:s. Several confiderab1e regulations, indeed, are 
found among the fiatutes of this reign, both with re­
gard to the police of the kingdom, and its commerce: 
But the former are generally contrived with much better 
judgment than _the latter. The more fimple ideas of or- His li: • 

der and equity are fufficient to guide a legiibtor in every 
thing that regards the internal adminifiration of jufiice: 
But the principles of commerce are much more compli­
cated, and require long experience and deep refiet:l:ion to 

be well underftood in any fiate. The real confequence 
of a law or practice is there often contrary to firfi appear­
ances. No wonder, that, during the reign of Henry VII. 
thefe matters were frequently mifiaken; and it may fafely 
be affirmed, that even in the age of lord Bacon, very 
imperfect and erroneous ideas were formed on that fub­
jetl:. 

EARLY in Henry's reign, the authority of the Star 
Chamber, which was before founded on common law, and 
ancient prat:l:ice, was in fome cafes confirmed by aet of 
parliament t : Lord Bacon extols the utility of this court; 
but men began, even during the age of that hifrorian, 
tq feel that fo arbitrary a jurifdiCtion was incompatible 
with liberty; and in proportion as the fpirit of independ­
ance frill rofe higher in the nation, the averfion to it en-

See note fN] at the end of the vol11me. 

crea{cd,. 
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c H A P. creafed, till it was entirely abolilhed by aB: of parliament 
XXVI. 1 1' 1 b c '--v---' in the reign of Charles • a 1tt e e1ore the commence-

1509· ment of the civil wars. 
LAws were pa:ffed in this reign, ordaining the king's 

fuit for murder to be carried on within a year and day u. 

Formerly, it did not ufually commence till after; and 

as the friends of the perfon murdered, often, in the 

interval, compounded matters with the criminal, the 

crime frequently paffed unpunifhed. Suits were given 

to the poor i11 forma pauperis, as it is called : That is, 
without paying dues for the writs, or any fees to the 

council w: A good law at all times, efpecially in that 
age, when the people laboured under the oppreffion of 

the great; but a law difficult to be carried into execu­

tion. A law was made againfr carrying off any woman 

by force x. The benefit of clergy was abridged Y ; and 

the criminal, on the fidl: offence, was ordered to be 
burned in the hand with a letter denoting his crime; after 

which he was puniihed capitally for any new offence. 
Sheriffs were no longer allowed to fine any perfon, without 
previouily fummoning him before their court ·r-. It is 
frrange, that fuch a praB:ice iliould ever have prevailed. 
Attaint of juries was granted in cafes which exceeded 

forty pounds value a. A law which has an appearance of 
equity, but which was afterwards found inconvenient. 
ACl:ions popular were not allowed to be eluded by fraud 
or covin. If any fervant of the king's confpired againft 
the life of the fteward, treafurer, or comptroller of the 

king's houfhold, this defign, though not followed by any 
overt aB:, was made liable to the puniiliment of felony b. 

This ftatute was enaCted for the fecurity of archbi£hop 

u 3 H. 7• cap. I. 

Y 4 H. 7· cap. 13. 

J9 H·7· call• 3• 

w JI H. 7• cap. 12. 

z 11 H. 7· cap. IS• 
b 3 H, 7• cap. l.J· 

x 3H•7·cap,2. 

a Ibid. cap. 24. 

Morton, 
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Morton, who found himfelf expo fed to the enmity of c H A P. 

XXVI. great numbers. "--v--J 
THERE fcarcely paffed any feffion during this reign 15.09• 

without fome fiatute againft engaging retainers, and giv-
ing them badges or liveries c; a pratl:ice, by which they 
were, in a manner, inlifted under fome great lord, and 
were kept in readinefs to affift him in all wars, infurrec-
tions, riots, violences, and even in bearing evidence for 
him in courts of juftice d. This diforder, which had 
prevailed during many reigns, when the law could give 
little protetlion to the fubjetl:, was then deeply rooted in 
England; and it required all the vigilance and rigour of 
Henry to extirpate it. There is a fiery of his feverity 
againft this abufe; and it feems to merit praife, though 
it is commonly cited as an infl:ance of his avarice and ra-
pacity. The earl of Oxford, his favourite general, in 
whom he always placed great and deferved confidence, 
having fplendidly entertained him at his cafile of Hen­
ingham, was defirous of making a parade of his magni­
ficence at the departure of his royal guefl: ; and ordered 
all his retainers, with their liveries and badges, to be 
drawn up in two lines, that their appearance might be 
the more gallant and fplendid. " My lord," faid the 
king, " I have heard much of your hofpitality; but 
" the truth far exceeds the report. Thefe handfome 
·" gentlemen and yeomen, whom I fee on both fides of 
" me, are, no doubt, your menial fervants." The earl 
fmiled, and confeffed that his fortune was too narrow 
for fuch magnificence. " They are moft of them,'~ 
fubjoined he, " my retainers, who are come to do me 
" fervice at this time, when they know I am honoured 
" with your majefl:y's prefence." The king :fl:arted a 
little, and faid, " By my faith, my lord, I thank you 

c 3 H.7. cap. J, & u.. 11 H. 7• cap. 3• 19 H. 7• cap. 14• 
o l H, 7• caf'o tz. u H. 7• cap. l.S• 

« for 
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c ~~~:· " for your good cheer, but I muft not allow my laws t~ 
'-----v---'" be broken in my fight. My attorney muft fpeak with 

15o9. " you." Oxford is faid to have paycd no lefs than fifteen 
thoufand marks, as a compofition for his offence. 

THE encreafe of the arts, more effeB:ually than all the 
feverities of law, put an end to this pernicious pratlice. 

The nobility, inftead of vying with each other, in th~ 
number and boldnefs of their retainers, acquired by de­

grees a more civilized fpecies of emulation, and endea .. 

voured to excel in the fplendour and elegance of their 

equipage, houfes, and tables. The common people, no 
longer maintained in vicious idlenefs by their fuperiors, 

were obliged to learn fome calling or indufiry, and be­
came ufeful both to themfelves and to others. And it mufr 

be acknowleqged, in fpite of thofe who declaim fo via .. 

lently againft refinement in the arts, or what they are 
pleafed to call luxury, that, as much as an indufirious 

tradefman is both a better man and a better citizen than 
one of thofe idle retainers, who formerly depended on the 

great families; fo much is the life of a modern nobleman 

more laudable than that of an ancient baron e. 

BuT the moft important law in its confequencess 

which was enaCted during the reign of Henry, was that 
by which the nobility and gentry acquired a power of 

breaking the ancient entails, and of alienating their 
eftates f. By means of this law, joined to the beginning 
luxury and refinements of the at;e, the great fortunes of 

the barons were gradually diffipatcJ, and the property of 
the commons encreafed in England. It is probable, that 
Henry forefaw and intended this confeq uence; becaufe 

c See note [0] at the end of the volume. 
f 4 H. 7• cap. Z4• The pratl:ice of breaking t:::•ltaih C) means of a fine 

and recovery was introduced in the reign of Edward the IVth : But it was 

not, properly fpeuking, law, till the fiatute of Henry the VIIth ; which, by 
correaing fomc: abufes that o: ~cnJ~•l that praei:.:~ :J:rn: indtretl:ly a fantlioll 

to it. 
the 
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the con!l-ant fcheme of his policy confified in depre:ffing c H A P. 
. XXVI. 

the great, and exaltmg churchmen, lawyers, and men of~ 
new families, who were inore dependant on him. 1 5°9• 

THIS king's love of money naturally led him to en­

courage commerce, which encreafed his cufioms; but, if 
we may judge by mofr of the laws enacted during his 

reign, trade and indt.dhy were rather hurt than promoted 

by the care and attention given to them. Severe laws 

were made againfr taking intereft for money, which was 

then denominated ufury g. Even the profits of exchange 

were prohibited, as favouring of ufury h, which the fu­

perftition of the age zealoufiy profcribed. All evalive 

contracts, by which profits could be made from the loan 

of money, were alfo carefully guarded againft i.· It is 
needlefs to obferve how unreafonable and iniquitous thefe 

laws, how impoffible to be executed, and how hurtful to 
trade, if they could take place. We may obferve, how­

ever, to the praife of this king, that fometimes, in order 

to promote commerce, he lent to merchants fums of mo­

ney, without intere!l:; when he knew, that their frock 
was not fufficient for thofe enterprizes, which they had in 
view k. 

LAws were made againfl: the exportation of money, 
plate, or bullion 1 : A precaution, which ferves to no 
other purpofe than to make tnore be exp~rted. But fo 

far was the anxiety on this head carried, that merchants 

alien, who imported commodities into the kingdom, were 

obliged to invefr, in Engliili commodities, all the money 

acquired by their falcs, in order to prevent their convey­
ing it away in a clande!tine manner m. 

IT was prohibited to export horfes; as if that export­

~tion did not encourage the breed, and render them fl11)re 

plentiful in the kingdom n. In order to promote archery 

g 3H. 7· rap. 5• 
k Polyd. Virg. 
n li H. 7• cap. 13• 

VoL. Ill. 

)I Ibid. rap • ..6. 
1 4 H. 7· cap. Z3• 

Dd 

i 7 H. 7• cap. 8. 
m 3 H, 7• cap, 8. 
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c H A P. no bows were to be fold at a higher price than fix fuil-
XXVL d . . 

..______,__~ lings and four-pence 0 , re ucmg money to the denomi-
lSC9· nation of our time. The only effeCt of this regulation 

mufr be either that the people would be fupplied with bad 

bows or none at all. Prices were alfo affixed to woollen 
cloth P, to caps and hats q: And the wages of labourers 

were regulated by law r. It is evident, that thefe 

matters ought always to be left free, and be entrufied 

to the common courfe of bufinefs and commerce. To 

fome it may appear furprifing, that the price of a yard of 

fcarlet clo·h fhould be limited to fix and twenty ihillings, 

n:oney of our age; that of a yard of coloured cloth to 

eighteen ; higher prices than thefe commodities bear at 

prefent : and that the wages of a tradefman, fuch as a 

mafon, bricklayer, tylcr, &c. iliould be regulated at near 

ten-pence a-day; which is not much inferior to the pre­

fcnt wages given in fome parts of England. Labour and 

crJmmodities h<>ve certainly rifen fince the difcovery of the 

'Veft-Indies; but not fo much in every particular as is 
generally imagined. The greater indufrry of the prefent 

times has encreafed the number of tradefmcn and labour­

ers, fo as to keep wages nearer a par than could be ex­

peCl:ed from the great encreafe of gold and filver. And 
the additional art, employed in the finer manufaCtures, 

has even made forr.e of thefe commodities fall below their 

former vaiue. Not to mention, that merchants and 
dealers, being contented with lefs profit than formerly, 

afford the goods cheaper to their cufromers. It appears 

by a :fbtute of this reigns, that goods bought for fixteen­

pence would fomctimes be fold by the merchants for three 

fhill ings. The commodities, whofe price has chiefly 

rifen, are butcher's meat, fowl, and :filh ( efpecialJy the 

latter), which can!1ot be much augmented in quantity by 

o 3 H. 7, cap. I-&, 

r 1 I !I 7• c~~f. 2.2. 

P 4 H. 7· c~p. 8, 
s 4 H. 7, ca}7. 9• 

q Ibid. cap. 9• 

the 
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the encreafe of art and indufl:ry. The profeffion, which c H A P. 

then abounded moll:, and was fometimes embraced by per-~ 
fons of the Jowcfl: rank, was the church : By a claufe of a IF9• 

fiatute, all clerks or fiudents of the univerfity were forbid-
den to beg, without a penniffion from the vice-chancellor r. 

ONE great caufc of the low fiate of indufiry during this 

period, was the refiraints put upon it; and the parlia­
ment, or rather the king (for he was the prime mover 

in every thing), enlarged a little fome of thefe limitations; 

but not to the degree that was requifite. A law had been 

enacted during the reign of Henry IV u, that no man 

could bind his fon or daughter to an apprenticefhip, un- · 

lefs he were poffeffed of twenty fhillings a-year in land ; 

and Henry VII. becaufe the dtcay of man ufatl:ures was 

complained of in Norwich from the want of hands, ex­

empted that city from the penalties of the law w. After­

wards, the whole county of Norfolk obtained a like 
exemption with regard to fome branches of the woollen 

manufacture x. Thefe abfurJ limitations proceeded from 

a defire of promoting hufbandry, which hovvevcr is never 

more effectually encouraged than by the encreafe of ma­

nufaCtures. For a like reafon, the law enaB:ed againfl: 

inclofures, and for the keeping up of farm hcufes Y, 

fcarcely deferves the high praifes bcfiowed on it by lord 
Bacon. If hufbandmen undcrfiand ~griculture, and have 

a ready vent for their commod,tics, we need not dread 3 

diminution of the people, employed in the country. All 
methods of fupporting populouiiH:fs, except by the in­
tcrefi of the proprietors, are violent and ineQ't:Clual. 
During a century and a half atter this period, there was 
a frequent renewal of laws and edicts again{i: depopuJa ... 

tion; whence we may infer, that none ot be m were ever 

t 11 H. 7• cap. 21.. u 7 H. 7• cap. 17. w Il H. 7• 
tap. 11 , x n. H. 7· cap. 1. Y 4 H. 7• cap . Jc; . 

D d :2. · xec~..,ted .. 
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C H A P . executed. The natural courfe of improvement at laG: 
XXVI. 'd d d "---v---' prov1 c a rcme y. 

1 5c9. ONE check to indufl:ry in England was the erecting of 

corporations; an abufe which is not yet entirely cor­

retl:ed. A law was enacted, that corporations fuould not 

pafs any by-law3 without the confent of three of the chief 

offi ~ ers of fiate z. They were prohibited from impofing 

to1Is at their gates a, The cities of Glocefier and Vlor­

ce!ler had even impofed tolls on the Scverne, which were 

abolilhed b. 

TnERE is a law of this reign c, cont:1ining a pream­

ble, by which it appe:us, that the company of merchant 

adventurers in London had, by their own authority, de­

barred all the other merchants of the kingdom, from trading 

to the great marts in the Low Countries, unlefs each tra­

der previoufly paid them the fum of near feventy pounds. 

It is furprifing that fuch a by-law (if it defcrve the 

name) could ever be carried into execution, and that 

the authority of parliament ihould be rcquifite to abro­

gate it. 

IT was during this reign, on the fccond of Augufr 

1492, a little before fun . fct, that Chrifiophcr Columbus, 

a Genoefe, fct out from Spain on h is memorable voyage 

for the difcovery of the weftern world ; and a few years 

after, Vatq uez de Gama, a Portuguefe, paffed the Cape 

of Good Hope, and opened a new paifage to the Eafr 

Indics. Thcfe great events were attended wi~h import­

ant confequences to all the nations of Europe, even to 

fuch as were not immediately concerned in thofe nwal 

enterprizes. The enlargement of commerce and naviaa .. 

tion encreafed indufiry and the arts every where: The 
nobles diffipated their fortunes in expenfive pleafures : 

& 19 H. 7• cap. 7• 
c u H. 7• cap. 6, 

a Ibid. cap. 8, b lb. cap. I 8. 

Men 
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Men of an inferior rank both acquired a :lhare in the c H A P. 
X~Cv"I. landed property, and created to themfelvcs a confiderJ le _ _ ,....._) 

property of a new kind, in flock, commodit ies, e< rt, 15cg. 

credit, and correfpondence. In fome nations the pri vi-

leges of the commons encreafed, by th!s encreafe of pro-

perty: In moft nations, the kings, finJing arms to be 

dropped by the barons, who could no longer endure their 

former rude m anner of life, cflaLJi{hed fi:anding armies, 

and fubdued the liberties of their kingdoms: But in all 

places, the condition of the people, from the depreffion 

of the petty tyrants, by whom they had former:y been 

opprdfed, rather th::m governed, received great improve-

ment, and they acquired, if not entire liberty, at leaf( 

the mofi: confiderab]c advantages of it. And as the gc· 
11cral courfe of events thus tended to depre(s the nobles 

and exalt the people, Henry VIT. who alfo embraced 

that fyfiem of policy, has acquired more praifc, than his 

inftitutions, firictly fpeaking) feem of themfdves to de-

ierve, on account of any profound wifdom atten ing 

them. 

IT was by accident only, that the king had 110t a con­

fidcrable £hare in thofe great 11aval difcoveric.s, by which 

the prefent age was fo much difiingui{hed. Co1umhm-, 

;:.fter meeting with many repulf.:s from the courts of Por­

tug:ll and Sp~in, fcnt his brother, Bartholomcw, to Lon­

don, in order to expbin his projects to Henry, and crave 

his protcB:ion for the execution of thern. 1~be king in­

vited him over to England; but his bro·her, bring taken 

by pyrates, was detained in his voyage; and ColumL'!.ls, 

meanwhile, having obtained the ~;ountenance of Ifabella, 

was fupplied with a !mall fleet, 2nd happily executed his 

cnterprize. Henry was not difcouraged by this difap­

pointment: He fitted out Sebafiian Cabot, a Venetian; 

fettlcd in Bnfiol; and fent him wefl:wards in 1498, in 

fearch of new countries. Cabot difcovered the main land 

D d 3 of 
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c H A P. of Amer:ca towards the fixtieth degree of northern lati­
~ tu de: He failed fouthwards along the coafi, and difcovered 

15og. Newfoundlan6.!, and other countries : .But returned to 
England, without mr.king any conqucfl: or fettlcmcnt. 
Elliot and other merchants in Brifl:ol made a like attempt 
in r 502 rl. Th{! king expended fourteen thouf~md pounds 
in building one 1bip called the Great Harry e. She was, 
properly fpeaking, the firfi: iliip in the Englith navy. 
Before this period, when the prince wanted a fleet, he 
had no other expedient than hiring or preffing fhips from 
the merchants • 

. BuT though this improvement of navigation, and the 
difcovery of both the Indies, was the mofi memorable in­
cident that happened during this or any other period, it 
was not the on1y great event, by which the age was dif~ 
tinguithed. In 1453, ConHantinople was taken by the 
Turks; and the Greeks, among whom fome remains of 
learning were fl:ill preferved, being fcattercd by tl,.:::fe bar­
barians, took {} elter in Italy, and imported, together 
with their admirable language, a tinCture of their fcience 
and of their refined tafie in poetry and eloquence. About 
the fame time, the purity of the Latin tongue was re­
vived, the fiudy of antiquity became fa!hionable, and the 
cfteem for literature gradually propagated itfelfthroughout 
every nation in Europe. 'I'he art of printing, invented 
about that time, extremely facilitated the progrefs of all 
thefe improvements: The invention of gunpo·Nder chang­
ed the whole art of war: !vlighty innovations were foon 
after made in religion, fuch as not only affeCled thofe 
ftates that embraced them, but even thofe that adhered to 
the ancient faith and wodhip: And thus a general revo-
htion was made in human affairs throughout this part of 
the world; and me.n gradually attained that fituation, 
.vith regard to commer.:::e, arts, fcicnce, government, 

i Rymer, vol. xiii. p. 37• 

police, 
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police, and cultivation, in which they have ever ftnce c r A I.). 
XX'/ 1 

perfevered. Here therefore commences the u[tful, as \veil..__,~ 

as the more agreeable part of modern annals; certainty has I5J9· 

place in all the con:fi.derablc, and even mofr of the minute 

parts of hiltorical narration; a great variety of c·,'cnts, 

preferved by printing, give the author the po\vcr of fe­

lcB:ing, as well as adorning, the faCts, which he relatcn; 

and as each incident has a reference to our prefent man-

ners and fituation, infl:rutl:ive leffims occur every moment 

during the courfe of the narration. Vvhoever carries his 

anxious refearches into preceding periods is moved by a 

curiofity, liberal indeed and comrr.endable; not by any 

neceffity for acquiring knowledge of public «flairs, or the 

arts of civil government. 

Dd4 
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C H A P. XXVII. 

H E N R Y VIII. 

Popularity of the new king--His minijlers-­
Punijhment of Empfon and Dudle)'--King' s mar­
riage-- ForeifTJt affairs-- 'julius II. -­
League of Cambray--War 'zoith France-­
Expeditzon to Fot:tartzbia --Leait of Ferdinmzd 
--Retttrn of the Englijh--Leo X.--Apar­
liament--War'with Scotland--H'7olfey minifler 
-/-lis cbaratler--Invajion of Fral!ce~-­
J!attle of Guinegate-~Battle of Fiouden-­
Peace with France. . . 

c H A ?, THE death of Henry VII. had been attended with 
XXVI[. as open and vifible a joy among the people as (:e-

~ ccncy would permit; and the acceHion and coronatior: 

of his fon, Henry VIII. fpread univerfally a declared 

Pnpula ity and unfeigned fatisfaetion. I nftcad of a monarch, jca­
of the new 
king. lous, fevcrc, and avaricious, who, in proportion as he 

adv~nced in years, was finking fiill deeper in thofe un­

popular vices; a young prince of eibhteen had fuccccdcd 

to the throne, who, even in the eyes of men of fenfe, 

gav~ pron.ifin; ho1,es of his future cond uCl:, much n~ore 

jn thofe oi the people, always enchanted with novelty, 

youth and royal dignity. 1~he beauty at .d vigour of 

his pcrfon, a~compz.nied with dexterity in every manly 

excrcif.:-, vns f:lnher adorned with a blooming and ruddy 

~ountcnance, with a lively air, with the appcar~mce of 

~pirit and activity in all his demeanour r. His fatl:cr, 

~ T. Mori. LuciJbr. p. 18:.. 
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in order to remove him from the knowledge of public C H A P. 

bufinefs, had hitherto occupied him entirely in the purfuits ~ 
of literature; and the proficiency which he made, gave J5c9. 

no bad prognoftic of his parts and capacity g. E ven 

the vices of vehemence, ardour, and impatience, to 

which he was fubject, and which afterwards degenerated 

into tyranny, were confidered only as faults, incident to 

t.Jnguarded youth, which would be correcred, when time 

had brought him to greater moderation and maturity. 

And as the contending titles of York and Lancafier were 

now at laft fully united in his pcrfon, men jufily ex-

pected from a prince, obnoxious to no party, that impar-

tiality of adminifiration, which had long been unknown 

~n England. 

THESE favourable prepo!leffions of the public were en­

couraged by the meafures which Henry embraced in the 

commen!=ement of his reign. His grandmother, the 

countefs of Richmond and Derby, was frill alive; and 

as fhe WC!S a woman much celebrated for prudence and 

virtue, he wifely ihewed great deference to her opinion 

in the efiabliCnment of his new council. rrhc members His mini­

were, Warham, archbifhop of Canterbury, and chancel- iters. 

]or; the earl of Shrewfbury, fteward; lord Herbert, 

chamberlain; Sir Thomas LoveJ, mafier of the wards 

and confiable of the Tower; ~ir Edward Poynings, 

comptroller; Sir Henry Ivlarney, afterwards lord Mar-

ney; Sir Thomas Darcy, afterwards lord Darcy; 'rho-

mas Ruthal, doctor of laws; and Sir Henry Wyat h. 

Thefe men had long been accuftomed to bufinefs under 

the late king, and were the leaft unpopular of all the 
minifiers employecl by that monarch. 

BuT the chief competitors for favour and authority 

~nder the new king, were the earl of Surrey, treafurer, 

g father Paul, lib. I. h Hcrber~, Stowe, p. 486. Holling!'hed, 
P· 799• .. 
•' and 
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C H A P. and Fox, bi£hop of Winchefter, fecretary and privy feal. 
XXVII. Tl . I h . d d' d . 11 h "'--~ 11s pre ate, W1 o enJoye great ere 1t unng a t e 

•sog. former reign, had acquired fuch habits of caution and 
frugality as he could not eafily lay a!ide; and he frill op­

pofed, by his remonfiranccs, thofe fchemes of diffipation 

and c:xpence, whicn the youth and paffions of Henry 
rent' _rc<l agreeable t him. But Surrey was a more dex­

t~.·ous courtier; and thou
0

:1 w had borne a greater 

fhare in t ' ~~ frugal p liti .) r t. e late king, he knew 
ho·.-~ o eo, fc. .n h:mfelf to che humour of his new· 

m" ll ; ~r. no one w~s fo forward in promoting that 
lib , . .1 y, pi afu . , and ma'2;m:fic~nce, v:hich began to 

prevail under t, c youn.:.: mondrc.h i,_ By this policy he 
ingratiat"'d himfelf wi h Henry; he made advantage, as 

well as the other courticrs, of the lavilh difpofition of 

his rnafter; and he engaged him in fuch a courfe of play 

and idknefs as rendered him negligent of afFairs, and 
willing to entrufl: the gov~rnment of the fl:ate entirely 
into the Lands of his minifrers. The great treafures 

amaffed by t 1e late king, were gradually diffipated in the 

giddy expences of H enry. One party of pleafure fuc­

cccded to another: Tilts, tournaments and caroufals 
were exhibited with all the magnificence of the age: 
And as the prefent tranquillity of the public permitted 
tbe <.:ourt to indulge itfelf in every amufcmcnt, ferious 

bufinefs was but little attended to. Or if the king in­

termitted the courfe of his fefiivity, he chiefly employed 

hirnfelf in an applicat ion to rnufic and literature, \vhich 
were his favourite purfuit~, and which were well adapted 
to his genius. He had made fuch profici l'ncy in the 

former art, as even to compofe fome pieces of church­

mufic which were fung in his chapel k. He was initiated 
in the elegant l{·arning of the ancients. And though he 

was fo unfortunate as to be feduced into a fiudy of the 

i Lord Herbert. k Ibid. 

barren 
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barren controverfies of the Schools, which were then fa- c H A P. 

ihionable, and had chofen Thomas Aquinas for his fa-~ 
vourite author, he frill difcovered a capacity fitted for 15o9. 

more ufeful and entertaining knowledge. 

THE frank and carelefs humour of the king, as it led 

him to diffipate the treafures, amaffed by his father, ren­

dered him negligent in protecting the infiruments whom 

that prince had employed in his extortions. A procla­

mation being ifiued to encourage complaints, the rage of 

the people was let loofe on all informers, who had fo 

Jong exercifed an unbounded tyranny over the nation I: 

They were thrown in .. o prifon, condemned to the pillory, 

and moft of them loft their lives by the violence of the 

populace. Empfon and Dudley, who were mofi expofed Punii1Hnent 

to public hatred, were immediately fummoned before the of Empfon 

·1 · d r. 1: h · d n.. h" h h d and Dudley. counc1 , m or er to antwer 10r t etr con Ul:-r, w IC a 

rendered them fo obnoxious. EmpfGn made a fhrewd 

apology for himfelf, as well as for his affociate. He 

told the council, that, fo far from his being jufily ex­

pofed to cenfure for his pail: conduct, his enemies them­

felvcs grounded their clamour on aCl:ions, which feemed 

rather to merit reward and approbation: That a ftriCl: 

execution of law was the crime, of which he and Dudley 

were accufed; though that law had been eftablifhed by 

general confent, and though they had aCl:ed in obedience 

to the king, to whom the admini:fhation of juftice was 

entrufied by the confiitution : That it belonged not to 

them, who were inftruments in the hands of fupreme 

power, to determine what laws were recent or obfoletc, 

expedient or hurtful; fince 'they were all alike valid, fo 
long as they remained unrepealed by the legi!lature: 

That it was natural for a licentious populace to m11rmur 

againft the reftraints of authonty; but all rife ftates had 
ever made their glory confift in the j ufr difl:ribution of re-

l Herbert, Stowe, p. 4S6. Hollinglhed, p. 799• Polyd. Vir~:. lib. 27. 

2 wards 
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c H A P. wards and punilhments, and had annexed the former to 
XXVII. 

'---v----1 the obfervance and enforcement of the laws, the latter to 

J5°9· their violation and infraCtion : And that a fuJden over­

throw of all government might be expected, where the 

judges were committed to the mercy of the crimina!s, the 

rulers to that of the fubjeB:s m. 

NOTWITHSTANDING this defence, Empfon and Dud­

ley were fent to the Tower; and foon after brought to 

their trial. The fi:riB: execution of laws, however ob­

folete, could never be imputed to them as a crime in a 

court of judicature; and it is likely, that, cren where 

they had exercifed arbitrary power, the king, as they 

had aCled by the fecret commands of his father, was not 

willing that their conduCl fhou ld undergo too fevcre a 

fcrutiny. In on.ler, therefore, to gratify the people with 

the punifhment of thefe obnoxious minitters, crimes very 

improbable, or indeed abfolutely impoffible, were charged 

upon them ; that they had entered into a confpiracy 

again£1: the foverei~n, and had intended, on the death of 

the late king, to have feized by force the admini!l:ra­

tion of government. 'I'he jury wen~ fo far moved by 

popular prejudices, joined to court influence, as to give 

a verdill: againfr them; which wa~ afterwards confirmed 

by a bill of attainder in parliament", and, at the earne£1: 

c.ldire of the people, was executed by warrant from the 

king. Thus, in thofe arbitrary times, juflice was equal­

ly violated, whether the king fought power and riches, 

or courted popularity. 

"11 Herbert, Hollinglhed, p. ·go-t• 
n This par~iament met on th: 21ft Janu3ry, I sro. A law was there 

t'n .1dcd, in order to prevent fome abufes which had prevJiled during the late 

retgn. '.1'he forfeiture upon the penal ftatutcs was reduce I to the term of 

three yeors. Cl'fts and damages w'ere given againft informers upon acquittal · 

of the accufed: 11ore fev~re punifhments were ena8.ed againlt perjury: Th;: 

falfe inquifttions procured by Empfun and Dudley, were declared null and 

inva!id. Traverfes were otllov.ed; anu the time of tendaing th,em enlarged. 

1 H. g, c. 8. H>, n, U.o 

HENRY 
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HENRY, while he punilhed the infl:ruments of pafi c H A P. 
XXVII. 

tyranny, had yet fuch deference to former engagements~ 

as to deliberate, immediately after his acccffion, con- 1 5°9· 

cerning the celebration of his marriage with the infanta 

Cathcrine, to whom he had been affianced during his 

father's lifHime. Her former marriage with his bro- King's mar-

ther, and the inequality of their years, were the ~hicfriagc::. 

objections, urged againfr his efpoufing her: But on the 

other hand, the aJvantages of her known virtue, mo""' 

defiy, and f\\·eetncfs of c ifpofition were infified on ; the 

affection which fhe bore to the king; the large dowry to 

which !he was entitled as princefs of \Vales; the intercft 

of cementiug a clofe alliance with Spain; the neceffity 

of finding fome confederate to counterbalance the po\ver 

of France; the expediency of fulfilling the engagements 

of the late king. When thcfe confiderations were 

weighed, they determined the council, though contrary 

to the opinion of the primate, to give Henry their ad-

vice for celebrating the marriage. 1 he countefs of 

Richmond~ who had concurred in the fame fentiments 

with the council, died foon after the marriage of her :;d June. 

grandfon. 

THE popularity of Henry's government, his undif­

puted title, his extenfive authority, his large treafures, 

the tranquillity of his fubjetl:s, were circumilances which 

rendered his domefiic adminiilration eafy and profperous: 

The fituation of foreign affairs was no lcfs happy ar.d Fo~eign af­

defirable. Italy continued frill, as during the late reign, fa as. 

to be the center of all the wars and negociations of the 

European princes;, and Henry's alliance was courted t y 

all parties; at the fame time, that he was not cngageJ 

by any immediate intercil or neccffity to take part with 

any. Lewis XII. of France, after his conquefi of Mi-
lan, was the only great prince that poffdlcd any terri-

tory 
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c H A P. tory in Italy; and could he have rerrained in tranquillity1 XXVII. 
'---v--' he was enabled by his fituation to prefcribe laws to all 

1 5°9· the Italian princes and republics, and to hold the balance 

among them. But the defire of making a conquefr of 
Naples, to which he ~ad the fame title or pretenfions 
with his predeceffor, frill engaged him in new enter­
prizes; and as he forefaw oppofition from Ferdinand, 
who was conneCl:ed both by treaties and affinity with 
Frederic of Naples, he endeavoured, by the offers of 
interefr, to which the ears of that monarch were ever 
open, to engage him in an oppofiie confederacy. He 
fettled with him a plan for the partition of the kingdom 
of Naples and the expulfion of Frederic : A plan, which 
the politicians of that age regarded 's the mofr egreg~ous 
imprudence in the French monarch, and the greatefr 
perfidy in the Spani!h. Frederic, fupported only by 
fubjeEl:s, who were either difconten:ed with his govern­
ment, or indifferent about his fort11nes, was unable to 
refifr fo powerful a confederacy, anc was deprived of his 
dominions: But he had the fatisfacr on to fee Naples im­

mediately p:.-ove the fource of contention among his ene­
mies. Ferdinand gave fecret orders to his general, Gon­
falvo, whom the Spaniards honour with the appellation 

of the great captain, to attack the atmies of F ranee, and 
make himielf mafrer of all the dominions of Naples. 
Gonfa.vo prev~.!led in every ente:prize, defeated the 
French in two pitched battles, and er~fured to his prince 
the entire poffeffion of that kingdorr. Lewis, unable to 

, procure redrefs by force of arms, was obliged to enter 
into a fruitlefs negociation with F erdinand for the reco­

very of h! s {hare of the partition ; and all !tal y, during 
fome time, was held in fufpence betr:een thefe two 
powerful monarc.hs. 

THERE has fcarceiy been any ?eriod, when the ba­

lance of power was better fecured in Europe, and feemed 
more 
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more able to maintain itfclf without any anxious cori- C H A P. 
XXVII. 

cern or attention of :he princes. Several great mo-~ 
narchies were efiablifhed; and no one fo far furpaffed the Isog. 

refi as to give any foundation, or e\'cn pretence, for jea-

loufy. England was united in domefric peace, and by 
its fituation happily fe(ured from the invafion of foreign-

ers. 'I'he coalition of the feveral kingdoms of Spain had 

formed one powerful monarchy, which Ferdinand admi­

nifiered with arts, fraudulent indeed and deceitful, but 

full of vigour and ability. Lewis XII. a galhtnt and 
generous prince, had, by efpoufing Anne of Britanny, 

widow to his predeceTor, preferved the union with that 

principality, on whicb the fafety of his kingdom fo much 

depended. Maximilian, the emperor, befides the here-

ditary dominions of the Aufirian family, maintained au-

thority in the empire, and notwithfianding the levity of 

his character, was able to unite the German prjnces in 

any great plan of inte;efi, at leafl: of defence. Charles, 
prince of Cafiile, grancfon to Maximilian and Ferdinand, 

had already fucceeded :o the rich dominions of the houfe 

of Burgundy; and beng as yet in early youth, the go­
vernment was entrufid to Margaret of Savoy, his aunt, 

a princefs endowed vith fignal prudence and virtue. 

The internal force of thefe feveral powerful fLtes, by 
balancing each other, might long have maintained gene-

ral tranquillity, had mt the aB:ive and cnterprifing ge-
nius of J ulius II. an 1mbitiQus pontifF, firfl: excited the Julius IL 

flames of war and d fcord among them. By his in-
trigues, a league had been formed at Cam bray o, be- League of 

M . }' L . d F d' d Cambray. tween himfelf, axtm tan, ew1s, an er man ; and 

. the object of this grett confederacy was to ovenvhclm, 
by their urlited arm~, the corn Jonwealth of Venice. 

Henry, without any motive from intercfl: or paffion, al­
lowed his name to be infcrted in the confederacy. This 

oppreffi ·;e 
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C H A .,, oppreffive and iniquitous league was but too fuccefsful 
XXVII . 11. h bl" '---...r---' agamn: t e repu tc. 

15°9· 1~HE great force and fecure fituatiori of the confider-

able monarchies prevented any one from afpiring to any 

conquefr of moment; and though this confideration 

could not maintain general peace, or remedy the na­

tural inquietude of men, it renderrd the princes of this 

age more difpofcd to dcfert engagements and change 

their alliances, in which they were retained by humour 

and caprice, rather than by any natural or durable intereft. 

15ro. Julius had no fooncr humbleJ the Venetian republic, than 

he was infpired with a nobler ambition, that of expelling 

all foreigners from Italy, or, to fpeak in the fiile affected 

by the Italians of that age, the freeing of that country 

entire] y from the dominion of Barbarians r. He was 

determined to make the tempefi: fall firfi: upon Lewis; 

and in order to pave the way for this great enterprize, 

he at once fought for a ground of quarrel with that mo­

narch, and courted the alliance of other princes. He 
declared v.rar againfr the duke of Ferrara, the confederate 

of Lewis. He folicited the favour of England, by fend­

ing Henry a facred rofe, perfumed with mufk and 

anointed with chrifm q. He engaged in his interefis 

Bambridge, :uchbifhop of York, and Henry's ambaffa­

dor at Rome, whom he foon after created :1 cardinal. He 

drew over Ferdinand to his partj', though that monarch, 

at firfi, made no declaration of his intentions. And what 

he chic.fly valued, he formed a treaty with the s~:vifs can­

tons, who, enraged by fome negleCts r-ut upon them by 

Lewi.::, accompanied with contumelious expreffions, had 

quitted the alliance of France, and waited for an oppor .. 

tunity of revenging themfelves on that nation, 

VIHILE the French monarch repelled the attacks of 
his enemies, he thougi1t it alfo req uifite to make an at-

p Guhci;nd. lib, S. q Spelrr.an, Concil, vol. ii. P• 725· 

tempt 
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t~mpt on the pope himfelf, and to defpoil hitn, as much ~ H A P. 

as poffible, of that facred charaCl:er, which chiefly ren-~ 
dered him formidable. He engaged fome cardinals, dif- 15IJe 

gufred with the violence of] ulius, to defert him; and by 
their authority, he was determined, in conjunCl:ion with 
Maximilian, who fiill adhered to his alliance, to call a 
general council~ which might reform the church, and 
check the exorbitancies of the Roman pontiff. A council 
was fummoned at Pifa~ which from the beginning bore a 
very inaufpicious afpeet, and promifed little fuccefs to its 
adherents. Except a few French bifhops, who unwil-
lingly obeyed the king's commands in attending the coun-
cil, all the other prelates kept aloof from an aifembly, 
which they regarded as the offspring of faCtion, intrigue, 
and worldly politics. Even Pifa, the place of their refi-
dence, fhowed them figns of contempt; which engaged 
them to transfer their feffion to Milan, a city under the 
dominion of the French monarch. Notwithftanding this 
advantage, they did not experience much more refpeCl:ful 
treatment from the inhabitants of Milan; and found it 
~eceifary to make another remove to Lyons q• Lewis 
himfelf fortified thefe violeht prejudices in favour of 
papal authority; by the fyrnptoms, which he difcovered, 
of regard, deference, and fubmiflion to J ulius, whom 
he always fpared, even when fortune had thrown into 
his hands the mofi: inviting opportunities of humbling 
him. And as it was known, that his confort, who had 
great influence nver hiin, was extremely difquietcd in 
mind, on account of his diifertfions with the holy father, 
all meh progno!licated to J ulius final fuccefs in this un-
equal con tefi. 

THE enterprizing pontiff knew his advantages, and 
availed himfelf of them with the utmofi: temerity and in­
(olence. So much had he negletl:ed his facerdotal cha-

q Guicciudini, lib. ro. 

VoL. Ill. E e ratter, · 
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c H A P. raCl:er, that he aaed in perfon at the fiege of Mirandola~ 
~ vifited the trenches, faw fome o.f his attendants killed by 

xsn. his fide, and, like a young foldicr, cheerfully bore all the 

ri-gours of winter and a fevere feafon 7 in purfl:lit of mi­

litary glory r: Yet was he frill able to throw, even on his­

moft moderate opponents, the charge of impiety and pro­

phanenefs. He fummoned a council at the Lateran: He 
put Pifa under an interdict, and all the places which gave 

lhelter to the fchifmatical council :- He excommunicated 

the cardinals and prelates who attettded it : He even 

pointed his fpirit~al thunder againft the princes who ad­

hered to it: He freed their fubjeCl:s from all oaths of alle­

giance, and gave their dominions to every one, who could 

take po.ffefiion of them. 

FERDINAND of Arragon, who had acquired the fir-

--name of Catholic,. regarded the eaufe of the pope and of 

religion only as a cover to his ambition and felfHh poli­

tics : Henry, natura11y fincere and fanguine in his tem­

per, and the more fo on account of his youth and inex­

perience, was moved with a hearty defire of protetl:ing 

the pope from the oppreffion, to whi€h he believed him 
expofed from the ambitious enterprizes of Lewis. Hopes 

t 5a.. had been given him by J ulius, that the title of mofl 
Chrijlian Kifzg, which had hitherto been annexed to the 

crown of France, and whiah was regarded as its moft 

precious ornament, £hould, in reward of his fervices, be 

transferred to that of England 5
• Impatient alfo of ac­

tluiring that diftintl:ion in Europe, to which his power 

and opulence entitled him, he could not long remain 

neuter amidft the noife of arms ; and the natural enmity 

of the Engliili againft France, as well as their ancient 

claims upon that kingdom, led Henry to join that al­

liance, which the pope, Spain, and Venice had formed• 

r Guicciardi.n i, J,O.. 9• s Guicciard, lib •. I I. P. Daniel, vol. ii., 

P• 1893• Herbert. Hollingil1ed, p. S!I• 
againffi 
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~gainfi: the French monarch. A herald was fent to c H A P. 
P . h L . . . . ft XXVII. ans, to ex ort ew1s not to wage 1mp10us war agam "-,.r---J 

the fovereign pontifF; and when he returned without 15u. 

fuccefs, another was fent to demand the ancient patri-
monial provinces, Anjou, Maine, Guienne, and Nor-
mandy. This mdfage was underftood to be a declara- War with 
. f d 1. b . . France, tton o war; an a par 1ament emg fummoned, readily 4th Feb. 

granted fupplies for a purpofe fo much favoured by the 
Englilh nation t. 

BuoN A viso, an agent of the pope's at London, had been 
corrupted by the court of France, and had previoufly re• 
vealed to Lewis all the meafures, which Henry was con-
certing againft him. But this infidelity did the king 
inconfiderable prejudice, in comparifon of the treachery, 
which he experienced from the felfilh purpofes of the ally, 
on whom he chiefly relied for affiftance. F erdinand, his 
father-in-law, had fo long per fevered in a courfe of crooked 
politics, that he began even to value himfelf on his dex-
terity in fraud and artifice; and he made a boaft of thofe 
fuameful fucce!fes. Being told one day, that Lewis, a 
prince of a very different charaB:er, had complaiued of his 
having once cheated him: " he lies, the drunkard !" 
faid he, " I have cheated him above twenty times.'~ 
This p ~ince confidered his clofe connexions with Henry, 
only as the means which enabled him the better to take 
advantage of his want of experience. He adviied him 
~ot to invade France by the way of Calais, where he 
himfelf lhould not have it in his power to affi£1 him : He 
exhorted him rather to fend forces to Fontarabia, whence Expedition 

he could eafily make a conqueft of Guienne, a province, ~ia:ontara­
in which, it was imagined, the Englifh had ftill fome adhe-
rents. He promifcd to affifl this conqueft by the juntlion 
of a Spanilh army. And fo forward did he fee m to pro ... 
mote the interefts of his fon-in-law, that he even fent 

t Herbert, Hollinglhed, p. 81 •• 

Ee2 ve!fe~ 
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c H A P. 1effels to England, in order to tranfport over the forces 
xxvn. . . 

\o..----v-- vh1ch Henry had levied for that purpofe. The marquis 

15n. ~f Dorfet commanded this armament, which confifl:ed of 

·en thoufand men, mofily infantry; lord Howard, fon 

i)f the earl of Surrey, lord Broke, lord Ferrars, and many 

'>thers of the young gentry and nobility, accompanied 

1im in this fervice. All were on fire to difiinguifh them­

~1 ves by military atchievements, and to make a conque!t 

Jf importance for their mafier. The fecret purpofe of 

Ferdinand in this unexampled generofity was fufpeeted 

JY no body. 
THE fmall kingdom of Navarre lies on the frontiers 

between France and Spain ; and as John d' Albret, the 

fovereign, was conneelcd by friend!hip and alliance with 

Lewis, the opportunity feemed favourable to Ferdinand, 

while the Englifh forces were conjoined with his own, 

and while all adherents to the council of Pifa lay under the 

fcntence of excommunication, to put himfelf in pcffeffion 

of thefc dominions. No fooner, therefore, was Dorfet 

landed in Guipi!Coa, than the Spanifh monarch declared 

his readinefs to join him with his forces, to make with 
united arms an invafion of France, and to form the fiege 

of Bayonne, which opened the way into Guienne u: But 

he remarked to the Engli!h general how dangerous it 

might prove to leave behind them the kingdom of N a­

·varre, which, being in elate alliance with France, could 

eafil y give admittance to the enemy, and cut off all corn• 

rnunication between Spain and the combined armies. To 
provide againfl: fo dangerous an event, he required,. that 

John fl1ould fiipulate a neutrality in the prefent war; and 

when that prince expre!fed his willingnefs to enter into 

any engagement for that purpofe, he al fo required, that 

fecUI ity !hould be given for the thiel obfervance of it. 
John having likewife agreed to this condition, FerJinand 

a Herbert. Hoilingtned, P• S13· 

demanded,. 
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demanded, that he !hou ld deliver into his hands fix of tle C H A P. 
XXVII. 

mofr confiderable p!aces of his dominions, together win '----y---1 

his eldefi: fon as a hofbge. Thefe w::::re not terms to l:e 1 512·• 

propofed to a fovereign; and as the Spani!h monarch e~-

peB:ed a refufal, he gave immedi ate orders to the dul..e 

of Alva, his general, to make an invafion on N avam, 

and to reduce that kingdom. Alva foon made himfef 

ma!ler of all the fmaller towns ; and being ready to forn 

the iiege of Pampeiuna, the capital, he fummoned tre 

marquis of Dorfet to join him with the Engli!h arm), 

and concert together all their operations. 

DoRSET began to fufpect, th~t the interefi:s of hs 

mafrer were very little regarded in all thefe tranfactions; 

and having no orders to invade the kingdom of Navarn, 

or make war any where but in France, he rcfufed to talc 

any part in the enterprize. He remained therefore ju hs 

quarters at Fontarabia; but fo fubtle was the contrivanc Deceit of 

f F d. d h h"l t E J"IL l . Fe dinaad. o er man , t at, even w 1 e t1~e ng Liu army ay 11 

that iituation, it was almofi: equally ferviceable to hs 

purpofe, as if it had atl:ed in conjunB:ion with hs 
own. It kept the French army in aw<", and prevented t 
from advancing to fuccour the kingdom of Navarrc; b 
that Alva, having full lcifure to condutl: the fiege, mare 

himfelf mafier of Pampeluna, and obliged John to lee:: 

for lhelter in France. The Spanifh general applied agait 

to Dorfet, and propofed to condut:l: with united counfek 

the operations of the holy league, fo it was cal.cd, agaiPt 

Lewis : But as he fiill dedi ned forming the fiege a 
Bayonne, and rather infifi:ed on the invafion of the prin-

cipality of Bearne, a part of the king of N avarrc's domi-

nions, which lie3 on the French fide of the Pyrenee~, 

Dorfet, jufily fufpicious of his finifi-e r intentions, repre-

fented, that, without new orders from his malt-er, h: 

ould not concur in fuch an unJc.rtaking. In 01 Jer H 

E e ~ procur;. 
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c H A P. procure thefe orders, Ferdinand difipatched Martin de 
XXVII 
~~ Ampios to London; and perfuaded Henry, that, by the 

1512. refraCtory and fcrupulous humour of the Englilh general, 

the mofi favourable opportunities were loft, and that it 
was neceffary he !hould, on all occafions, act in concert 
with the Spanifh commander, who was befi acquainted 

with the fituation of the country, and the reafons of every 

operation. But before orders to this purpofe reached 

Spain, Dorfet had become extremely impatient; and ob­

ferving that his farther fray ferved not to promote the main 

undertaking, and that his army was daily perifhing by 

want and ficknefs, he demanded fhipping from Ferdinand 

to tranfport them back into England. Ferdinand, who 

was bound by treaty to furni!h him with this fupply, when­

ever demanded, was at length, after many delays, obliged 
to yield to his importunity; and Dorfet, embarking his 

troops, prepared himfelf for the voyage. Meanwhile, the 
meffenger arrived with orders from Henry, that the troops 
lhould remain in Spain; but the foldiers were fo difcon-

lteturn of tented with the treatment which they had met with, that 
the .Englifh. they mutinied, and obliged their commanders to fet fail 

for England. Henry was much difpleafed with the ill 
fuccefs of this enterprize; and it was with difficulty, that 
Dorfet, by explaining the fraudulent conduCl: of Ferdi· 

nand, was at lafi able to appeafe him. 

THERE happened this fummer an aCl:ion at fea, which 

brought not any more decifive advantage to the Englifrt. 
Sir Thomas Knevet, mafier of horfe, was fent to the 

coafi of Britanny with a fleet of forty-five fail; and he 
carried with him Sir Charles Brandon, Sir John Carew, 
and many other young courtiers, who longed for an op­
portunity of difplaying their valour. After they had 
committed fome depredations, a French fleet of thirty-nine 

f11il iffued from l3re!l, under the command of Primauget, 

~nd 
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~ns began an engagement with the Engliili. Fire feized C H A P • 
.._. XXVII. 

the iliip of Primauget, who, finding his deflruction ~ 

inevitable, bore down upon the veffel of the Engliili J5 11
• 

admiral, and grappling with her, refolved to make her 
fhare his fate. Both fleets ftood fome time in fufpcnce, 
as fpectators of this dreadful engagement; and all men 

faw with horror the flames which confumed both veffels, 
and heard the cries of fury and defpair, which came 

from the miferable combatants. At ]aft, the French 
veffel blew up; and at the fame time deftroyed the Eng-

liih "· The refi: of the French fleet made their efcape 
into different harbours. 

THE war, which England waged againfl: France, 
though it brought no advantage to the former kingdom, 
was of great prejudice to the latter; and by obliging 

Lewis to withdraw his forces for the defence of his own 
dominions, loft him that fupe riority, which his arms, in 
the beginning of the campaign, had attained in Italy. 
Gafton de Foix, his nephew, a young hero, had been en­
trufted with the command of the French forces; apd in 
a few months performed fuch feats of military art and 
prowefs, as were fufficient to render illufrrious the life of 
the old eft captain Y. His career fin i{hed with the great 
battle of Ravenna, which, after the mofr obfrinate con­
.£licr, he gained over the Spaniih and papal armies. He 
perilhed the very moment his victory was complete i and 
with him perilhed the fortune of the French arms in 
Italy. The Swifs, who had rendered themfelves ex­

tremely formidable by their bands of difcipl'ned infan­

try, invaded the Milanefe with a numerous army, and 
raifed up that inconftant people to a revolt againft the 
dominion of France. Genoa followed the example of 

the dutchy; and thus Lewis, in a few weeks, entirely 

x Polvdore Virgil, lib. 'J.7• Stowe, p. 490. Lanquet's Epitome of chro-

ni(:lee, f~J, :73. 'f Guiward. lib. x.a. 
loft 
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c H A P, lofl: his Itali4n conquefts, except fome garrifons; and 
, xx~ !vlaximilian Sforza, the fon of Ludovic, was reinfrated 

l5~3· in poffeffion of Milan. 

JuLIUS difcovered extreme joy on the difcomfiture of 
the French ; and the more fo, as he had been beholden 
for it to the Swifs, a people, whofe councils, he hoped, 
he fhould always be able to influence and govern. The 
pontiff furvived this fuccefs a very little time; and in his 

!nil: Feb. place was chofen John de l\1edicis, who took the appel­
L4!o *· lation of Leo X. and proved one of the mofl: illufhious 

I. ~prlia­
;nent. 

princes that ever fat on the papal throne. Humane, be­
neficent, generous, af[.tble ; the patron of every art, and 
friend of every virtue z ; he had a foul no lefs capable of 
forming great dcfigns than his predeceffi)r, but was more 
gentle, pliant, and artful in employing means for the exe­
cution of them. The foie defect, indeed, of· his cha­
raCter was too great fineffe and artifice; a fault, which, 
both as a priefr and an Italian, it was difficult for him to 
avoid. By the negociations of Leo, the emperor Maxr­
milian was detached from the French intereft; and Henry, 
notwithfranding his di(appointments in the former cam­
paign, was frill encouraged to profecute his warlike mea., 
fures againfi Lewis, 

HE~R Y had (ummoned a new feffion of parliament a, 
and obtained a fupply for his enterprize. It was a poll­
tax, and impofed different fums, according to the fration 
and riches of the perfon. A duke payed ten marks, an 
earl five pounds, a baron four pounds, a knight four marks i 
every rpan valued at eight hundred pounds in goods, four 
marks. An impofition was alfo granted of two fifteenths 
and four tenth~ b. ~y thefe fupplies, joined to the 
treafure, which ha<l been left by his father, and which was 
pot yet entirely diffipated, he was enabled to levy a great 

z Father Paul, lib, J, 

Stowc. 
a 4th November, l51Z• 

~rmyl 
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army, and render himfelf formidable to his enemy. The c H A P • 

.Englilh are faid to have been much encouraged in this~ 
entcrprize, by the arrival of a veffel in the Thames un- 15•1· 

.der the papal banner. It carried prefents of wine and 
hams to the king, and the more eminent courtiers ; 

and fuch fond devotion was at that time entertained 

tO\\'ards the cot1rt of Rome, that thefe trivial prefents 
were every where received with the greateft triumph and 

exultation. 

IN order to prevent all difi:urbances from Scotland, 

while Henry's arms fhould be employed on the continent, 

Dr. 'Vefi:, dean of Windfor, was difpatched on an em-­
baffy to J ames, the king's brother-in-law; and infrruc­

tions were given him to accommodate all differences be­

tween the kingdoms, as well as to difcover the intentions 
of the court of Scotland c. Some complaints had already 

been made on both fides. , One Barton, a Scotch man, 

having fufFered injuries from the Portugueze, for which 
he could obtain no redrefs, had procured letters of marque 
againfr that nation; but he had no fooner put to fca, than 

he was guilty of the groffefi: abufes, committed depredations 

upon the Englifh, and much infefted the narrow feas d. 

Lord Howard and Sir Edward Howard, admirals, and fons 

of the earl of Surrey, failing out againfi him, fought him 

in a defperate aCl:ion, where the pyrate was killed ; and 

they brought his £hips into the Thames. As Henry re­

fufed all fatisfaCl:ion for this aa of jufrice, fame of the 

porderers, who wanted but a pretence for depredations, 

entered England under the command of lord Hume, war .. 
den of the marches, and committed great ravages op that 
kingdom. Notwithfranding thefe mutual grounds of dif­

fatisfaCl:ion, matters might eafily have been accommo-

c Polydore Virgil, lib. 7.7• 

f! SJ,, -
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c H A P. dated, had it not been for Henry's intended invafion oi 
XXVII. 
~France, which rouzed the jealoufy of the Scotilh na-
. 

1 513· tion ~. The ancient lea!rue, whi.ch fubfifred between Warwith '-' 
Scothnd. France and Scotland, was conceived to be the ftrongeft 

band of conncx10n; and the Scots univerfally believed, 
that, were it not for the countenance which they received 
from this foreign alliance, they had never been able fo 
long to maintain their independence againfi: a people fo 
much fuperior. J ames was farther incited to take part in 
the quarrel by the invitations of Anne, queen of France, 
whofe knight he had ever in all t~urnaments profeffed 
himfelf, and who fummoned him, according to the ideas 
of romantic gallantry, prevalent in that age, to take the 
field in her defence, and prove himfelf her true and va­
lorous champion. The remonftrances of his con fort and 
of his wifeft counfellors were in vain oppofed to the mar­
tia1 ardour of this prince. He firfr fent a fquadron of 
lhips to the affiftance of France; the only fleet which 
Scotland feems ever to have poffeffed. And though he 
frill made profeffions of maintaining a neutrality, the 
Englilh ambaffador eafily forefaw, that a war would in 
the end prove inevitable; and he gave warning of the 
danger to his mafter, who fent the earl of Surrey to put 
the borders in a pofture of defence, and to refift the ex­
pected invafion of the enemy. 

HENRY, all on fire for military fame, was little dif-
. couraged by this appearance of a diverfion from the 
north; and fo much the lefs, as he flattered himfelf with 
the affifhnce of all the confiderable potentates of Europe 
in his invafion of France. The pope frill continued to 
thunder out his excommunications againft Lewis, and 
all the adherents of the fchifmatical council: The Swifs 
cantons made profeffions of violent animofity againft 

o Buchanan, iib, J3- Drummond in the life of James IV. 

Franc~: 
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France: The arnbaffadors of Ferdinand and Maximilian C H A P. 

had figned with thofe of Henry a treaty of alliance againfi ~­
that power, and had fiipulated the time and place of their 1513· 

intended invafion: And though Ferdinand difavowed his 

ambaffador, and even figned a truce for a twelvemonth 

with the common enemy; Henry was not yet fully con-

vinced of his felfilh and finifter intentions, and flill 

boped for his concurrence after the expiration of that 
term. He had now got a minifter who complied with 

all his inclinations, and flattered him in every fcheme, 

to which his fanguine and impetuous temper was in-

dined. 

THoMAS 'VoLSEY, dean of Lincoln, and almoner to Wolreymi· 

the king, furpafred in favour ail his minifters, and was nifier. 

fafl: advancing towards that unrivalled grandeur, which 
he afterwards attained. This man was fon of a butcher 
at Ipfwich; but having got a learned education, and 

being endowed with an excellent capacity, he was admitted 

into the marquis of Dorfet's family as tutor to that noble-

man's children, and foon gained the friendlhip and coun-
tenance of his patron f. He was recommended to be chap-

lain to Henry VII. and being employed by that monarch 

jn a fecret negociation, which regarded his intended mar-

riage with Margaret of Savoy, Maximilian's daughter, he 
acquitted himfelf to the king's fatisfaCtion, and obtained 

the praife both of diligence and dexterity in his conduct. g. 

That prince, having given him a commiffion t Maxi-

milian, who at that time refided in Bruffels, was fur-

prized, in lefs than three days after, to fee W ol fey prefent 

himfelf before him ; and fuppofing that he had protraCt-

ed his departure, he began to reprove him for the dila-
t-ory execution of his orders. W olfey informed him, that 

f Stowe~ P· 997• g Cavendi1h. Fidde~~s life of Wolfey. Stowe. 

he 
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cx~v~t· he had jufr returned from Bruffels, and had fuccefsfuHy 

\..-.y---1 fulfilled all his majefry's commands. " But on fecond 
1 51 3· " thoughts," fa id the king, " I found that fomewhat was 

" omitted in your orders; and have fent a meffenger after 

" you, with fuller infhuB:ions." " I met the mefren­

" ger," replied Wolfey, "on my return: But as I had 
" reflected on that omiffion, I ventured of myfelf to ex­

" ecute what, I knew, mufi: be your majefty's inten­
" tions." The death of Henry, foon after this incident, 

retarded the ad van cement of W olfey, and prevented his 

reaping any advantage from the good opinion, which 

that monarch had entertained of him: But thencefor­
wards he was looked on at court as a riling man; and 

Fox, bilhop of Winchefi:er, cafr his eye upon him as 

one, who might be ferviceable to him in his prefent fitu­
ation h. This prelate, obferving that the earl of Surrey 

had totally eclipfed him in favour, refolved to introduce 

Wolfey to the young prince's familiarity, and hoped, 

· that he might rival Surrey in his infinuating arts, and 

yet be content to aa in the cabinet a part fubordinate 

to Fox himfelf, who had promoted him. In a little 

time, Wolfey gained fo much on the king, that he fup­

·planted both Surrey in his favour, and Fox in his trufr 

~nd confidence. Being admitted to Henry's parties of 

pleafure, he took the lead in every jovial converfation, 

and promoted all that frolic and entertainment, which 

he found fuitable to the age and inclination of the you11g 

monarch. Neither his own years, which were near 

forty, nor his charaCter of a clergyman, were any re­

firaint upon him, or engaged him to check, by any ufe­

lefs feverity, the gaiety, in which Henry, who had fmall 

propenfion to debauchery, paffed his carelefs huurs. Dm-

~ .A.nti<I• Brit, Ecclef, p. 309. Pt>lydore Vir6il, lib Z7· 
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ing the intervals of amufement he introduced bufinefs, c H A P. 

and infinuated thofe maxims of conduCl: which he was XXVII. 
• ~--J 

defirous h1s mafrer fuould adopt. He obferved to him, 1 5 t 3• 

that, while he entrufied his affairs into the hands of 

hi.s father's counfellors, he had the advantage indeed of 

employing men of wifdom and experience, but men who 

owed not their promotion to his favour, and who fcarcely 

thought themfelves accountable to him for the exercif~ 

of their authority: That by the faB:ions, and cabals, 

and jealoufies, which had long prevailed among them, 

they more obfiruB:ed the advancement of his affairs, 

than they promoted it by the knowledge, which age and 

praCtice had conferred upon them : That while he thought 

proper to pafs his time in thofe pleafures, to which 

his age and royal fortune invited him, and in thofe 

fiudies, which would in time enable him to fway th~ 

fcepter with abfolute authority, his befi fyfiem of govern-

ment would be to entruft his authority into the hands of 

fome one perfon, who was the creature of his will, and. 

who could entertain no view but that of promoting his 

fervice : And that if this minifier had alfo the fame relilli 

for ple~fure with himfelf, and the fame tafte for fcience, 

he could more eafily, at intervals, account to him for his 

whole conduct, and introduce his mafter gradually into 

the knowledge of public bufinefs, and thus, without te-

dious confiraint or application, initiate him in the fcience 

i>[ g~vernment i. 

HENRy entered into a11 the views of Wolfey; and 

finding no one fo capable of executing this plan of admi­

nifhation as the perfon who propofed it, he foon ad­

yanccd his favourite, from being the companion of his 

Rleafures, to be a member of his council; and from be-

J. C.wendilh, p. u.. Stowe, P• 4S9• 
in(}' 



H 1 S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P • ing a member of his council, to be his fole and abfolute 
XXVII. . 

.....___,_,_... minifl:er. By this rap1d advancement and uncontroulecl 

H . rshiJ· authority, the charaCter and genius of Vvolfey had full 
1s c arac- ..... 

ter. opportunity to difplay itfelf. Infatiable in his acqui-

fltions, but frill more magnificent in his expence : Of 

extenfive capacity, but frill more unbounded enterprize: 

Ambitious of power, but· frill more defirous of glory: 
Infinuating, engaging, perfuafive; and, by turns, lofty, 
elevated, commanding: Haughty to his equals, but af· 
fable to his dependants ; oppreffive to the people, but 
liberal to his friends ; more generous than grateful ; lefs 
moved by injuries than by contempt; he was framed 
(o take the afcendant in every intercourfe with others~ 
but exerted this fuperiority of nature with fuch ofl:entation 

;as expofed him to envy, and made every one wiHing to 
recal the original inferiority or rather meannefs of his 
fortune. 

THE branch of adminifrration, in which Henry mo~ 
exerted himfelf, while he gave his entire confidence to 
W olfey, was the military; which, as it fuited the natural 
gallantry and bravery of his temper, as well as the ar'" 
dour of his youth, was the principal objeCt of his atten· 
tion. Finding that Lewis had made great preparations 
both by fea and land to refifi: him, he was no lefs careful 
to levy a formidable army, and equip a confiderable 
.fleet for the invafion of France. The command of the· 
fleet was entrufied to Sir Edward Howard : who, after 

fcouring the channel for fome time, prefented himfelf 

before Brefi, where the French navy then lay; and he 

challenged them to a combat. The French admiral, 

who expeCted from the Mediterranean a reinforcement of 

fome gallies under the command of Prejeant de Bidoux, 
kept within the harbour, and faw with patience the 
Engli!h burn and defhoy the country in the neighbour­
hood, At lafr Prejeant arrived with fix gallies, and put 

intQ 

9 
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into Conquet, a place within a few leagues of Breft · C H A P. 
' XXVII. 

where he fecured himfdf behind forne batteries, which '---v--J 

he had planted on rocks, that lay on each fide of him. 1 51 3· 

Howard was, notwithfianding, determined to make an at- 7-sth April. 

tack upon him; and as he had but two gallies, he took 
himfelf the command of one, and gave the other to lord 

Ferrars. He was followed by fome row-barges and fome 

crayers under the command of Sir Thomas- Cheyney, 

Sir William Sidney, and other officers of difiintl:ion. 

He immediately faftened on Prejeant's lhip, and leaped 
on board of her, attended by one Carroz, a Spanilh ca-

valier, and feventeen Englilhmen. The cable, mean-

while, which fafiened his lhip to that of the enemy, be .. 

ing cut, the admiral was thus left in the hands of the 

French ; and as he frill continued the combat with great 

gallantry, he was pufued overboard by their pikes"~ 

Lord Ferrars, feeing the admiral's galley fall off, follow-

ed with the other fmall veffels; and the whole fleet wa~ 

fo difcouraged by the lofs of their commander, that they 

retired from before Brefl: 1• The French navy came out 

of harbour; and even ventured to invade the coail: of 

Suffex. 'I'hey were repulfcd, and Prejeant, their com-

mander, loft an eye by the lhot of an arrow. Lord 
Howard, brother to the deceafed admiral, fucceeded to 

the command of the Englilh fleet; and little memorable 
paffed at fea during this fummer. 

GRE.A T preparations had been making at land, dur!ng 

tJle whole winter, for an invafion on France by the way 

k It was a maxim of Howardrs, that no admiral was good for any thing1 

that was not brave even to a degree of madnefs. As the fea-fervice requires 

rouch lcfs plan and contrivance and capacity than the land, this mnim has 

!reat plaufibility ;~nd appearance of truth; Though the fate of Howard him• 

ftlf may ferve as a proof that even there courage ought to be trn>peH:d v;ith 

d1fcretion .. 

lo S.towe.r P· 491. Herbert,_ flolling1hed, p. h6. 

of 

• 
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c H A P, of Calais; but the fummer was well advanced before 
XXVII. h. . r. ffi . d · r. r · '---y--J every t mg was m tU ctent rea mets 10r the mtended 

IS 1 l• enterprize. The long peate which the kingdom had 

enjoyed, had fomewhat unfitted the Englifh for military 

expeditions; and the great change, which had lately 

been introduced in the art of war, had rendered it fiill 
more difficult to enure them to the ufe of the weapons 

now employed in aB:ion. The Swifs, and after them the 

Spaniards, had fuown the advantage of a fiable infantry, 

who fought with pike and fword, and were able to re­

pulfe even the heavy-armed cavalry, in which the great 

force of the armies formerly confifred. The praB:ice of 

fire-arms was become common; though the caliver, which 

was the weapon now in ufe, was fo inconvenient, and 

attended with fo many difadvantages, that it had not en­

tirely difcredited the bovl, a weapon in which the Eng• 

lifh excelled all European nations. A confiderable part 

of the forces, which Henry levied for the inva!ion of 

France, con!ifred of archers; and as foon as affairs were 

in readinefs, the vanguard of the army, amounting to 

8ooo men, under the command of the earl of S hrewf­

bury, failed over to Calais. Shrewfbury was accompa­

nied by the earl of Derby, the lords Fitzwatcr, Hafr­

ings, Cobham, and Sir Rice ap Thomas, ca~ta!n of the 

light horfe. Another body of 6ooo men foon after fol­

lowed under the command of lord Herbert, the cham­

berlain, attended by the earls of Northumberland and 

Kent, the lords "Audley and Delawar, together with Ca­

rcw, ,Curfon, and other gentlemen. 

THE king himfelf prepared to follow with the main 

body and rear of the army; and he appointed the queen 

regent of the kingdom during his abfence. That he 

mig;ht fecure her adminifiration Jrqm. all diib.:rbance, he 
ordered 
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t>rdered Edmond de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, to be be- c H A P. 
XXVH. 

headed in the Tower, the nobleman who had been at- '----v---1. 
tainted and imprifoned during the late reign. Henry was 1513· 

led to commit this act of violence by the dying commands, 
as is imagined, of his father, who told him, that he ne-
ver would be free from danger, while a man of fo turbu-
lent a difpofition as Suffolk was alive. And as Richard 
de la Pole, brother of Suffolk, had accepted of a com-
mand in the French fervice, and foolif'nly attempted to 

revive the York faction, and to infrigate them againil: 
the prefent government, he probably, by that means~ 
drew more fuddenly the king's vengeance on this unhappy 
nobleman. 

AT lafr, Henry, attended by the duke of Buckingham 3othjune. 

and many others of the nobility, arrived at Calais, and 
entered upon his French expedition, from which he fondly 

expected fo much fuccefs and glory m. Of all rhofe allies, 
on whofe affiftance he relied, the Swifs alone fully per-
formed their engagements. Being put in motion by a Invalion of 

fum of money fent them by Henry, and inci t~d by their Frilncc, 

viCtories obtained in Italy, and by their animofity again£1: 
France, they were preparing to enter that kingdom with 

an army of twenty-five thoufand men; and no equal 
force could be oppofed to their incurfion. Maxitnilian 
had received an advance of 12o,ooo crowns from Henry, 
and had promifed to reinforce the Swifs with 8ooo men, 

but failed in his engagements. ThJ.t he might make 
atonement to the king, he himfelf appeared in the Low 
Countries, and joined the Englilh army with fome Ger­
man and Flemilh foldiers, who were ufeful in giving an 

example of difcipline to Henry's new levied forces. Ob­
ferving the difpofition of the Englilh monarch to be more 

bent on glory than on interefr, he inlifred himfelf in his , 
fervice, wore the crofs of St. George, and received pay, 

m Polydore Virgil, lib. 2.7. Belcarius, lib. 14. 

VoL, Ill. F f a hundred 
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c ·' A P a hundred crowns a day, as one of his fubieCls and cap-x { V II. J 

~ tains. But while he exhibited this extraordinary fpec-
1513· tacle, of an emperor of Germany ferving under a king 

of England, he was treated with the higheft refpeCl 

by H enry, and really directed all the operations of the 

Englifh army. 

J6 th Aug. 

Battle of 
Guinegate. 

BEFORE the arrival of Henry and Maximilian in the 

camp, the earl of Shrewfbury and lord Herbert had formei 

the fiege of Teroliane, a town fituated on the frontiers 

of Pi card y; and they began to attack the place with vi­
gour. Teligni and Crequi commanded in the town, and 
had a garrifon not exceeding two thoufand men; yet made 

they fuch fiout refifiance as protracted the fiege a month • 
and they at lafi found themfelves more in danger from. 

want of provifions and ammunition, than from the affault:s 

of the befiegers. Having conveyed intelligence of their 

fituation to Lewis, who had advanced to Amiens wit~ 

his army~ that prince gave orders to throw relief into the 
place. Fontrailles appeared at the head of 8oo horfe­

men, each of whom carried a fack of gunpowder behind 

him, and two quarters of bacon. With this fmall force 

he made a fudden and unexpected irruption into the Eng­

Iiih camp, and furrnounting all refifi:ance, advanced to 

the fofTee of the town, where each horfeman threw down 

his burden. They immediately returned at the gallop, 

and were fo fortunate as again to break through de 

Engliih, and to fuffer little or no lofs in this dangerous 

attempt n. 

BuT the Englilh had, foon after, full revenge for the 

infult. Henry had received intelligence of the approach 
of the French horfe, who had advanced to protect anoth~r 

incurfion of Fontraillcs; and he ordered fome troops to 
pafs the Lis, in order to oppofe them. The cavalry of 

:France, though they confified chiefly of gentlemen, who 

r. fli fL de Che\' , Bayard, chap. 57• Memoires de Bellai. 

had 
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hnd behaved with great gallantry in many defperate aB:ions c H A P 

in Italy, were, on fight of the enemy, feized with fo un-~ 
accountable a panic, that they immediately took to Right; I,:,I3· 

and were purfued by the Engliih. The duke of Lon-
gueville, who commanded the French, Buffi d' Amboife, 
Clermont, lmbercourt, the chevalier Bayard, and many 
other officers of diftintl:ion, were made prifoners 0 • This 
aClion, or rather rout, is fometimes called the battle of 
Guinegate, from the place where it was fought; but 
more commonly the Battle of Spurs, becaufe the French; 
that day, made more ufe of their fpurs than of their 
fwords or military weapons. 

AFTER fo confiderable an advantage, the king, who 
was at the head of a complete army of above so~ooo men, 
might have made incudions to the gates of Paris, and 
fpread confufion and dcfolation every where. It gave 
Lewis great joy, when he heard, that the Englilh, in-­
ftead of pulhing their viCtory, and attacking the difmayed 
troops of France, returned to the fiege of fo inconfider­
able a place as Teroiiane. The governors were obliged 
foon after to capitulate; and Henry found his acquilitiort 
of fo little moment, though gained at the expence of 
.fome blood, and what, in his prefent circumftances, was 
more important, of much valuable time, that he immedi .. 
ately demolilhed the fortifications. The anxieties of the 
French were again revived with regard to the motions of 
the Englilh. The Swifs at the fame time had entered 
Burgundy with a formidable army, and laid fiege to Di­
jon, which was in no condition to refifr them. F erdinand 
himfelf, though he had made a truce with Lewis, feemed 
difpofed to lay hold of every advantage which fortune 
fuould prefent to him. Scarcely ever was the French 
monarchy in greater danger, or lefs in a condition to de• 

Cl Memoires de Bellai, liv. i. Polydore Virgil, liv, zj. Hollinglhed. 

P• Su. Hcrbert. 
Ff~ fend 
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c H A P. fend itfclf againfi thofe powerful armies, which on every 
XXVII. fi rr • d h d . E f h . h . ~ 1de ana1le or t reatene 1t. ven many o t em a-

JS r3. bitants of Paris, who believed themfelves expofed to the 

rapacity and violence of the enemy, began to diflodge, 
without knowing what place could afford them greater 

{ecurity. 
BuT Lewis was extricated from his prefent difficulties 

by the manifold blunders of his enemies. The Swifs 

allowed themfelves to be feduced into a negociation by 
Tremoille, governor of Burgundy; and without making 
enquiry, whether that nobleman had any powers to treat, 
they accepted of the conditions which he offered them. 
Tremoille, who knew that he ihould be difavowed by 
his mafier, fiipulated whatever they were pleafed to de­
mand ; and thought himfelf happy, at the expence of 

fome payments, and very large promifes, to get rid of fo 

·formidable an enemy P. 

THE meafures of Henry iliowed equal ignorance in 
the art of war with that of the Swifs in negociation. 

Tournay was a great and rich city, which, though 
it lay within the frontiers of Flanders, belonged to 
France, and afforded the troops of that kingdom a paffage 

into the heart of the Netherlands, Maximilian, who 
was defirous of freeing his grandfon from fo troublefome 
2. neighbour, advifed Henry to lay fiege to the place; 

and the Engliih monarch, not confidering that fuch an 
acquifition nowife advanced his conquefl:s in France, was 
fo imprudent as to follow this interefied counfel. The 

city of 'rournay, by its ancient charters, being exempt­
ed from the burthen of a garrifon, the burghers, againfl: 

the remonfirance of their fovereign, ftrenuoufly infified 

on maintaining this dangerous privilege; and they en­
gaged, by themfelves, to make a vigorous defence againfl: 

the enemy q. Their courage failed them when matters 

P Memoiree du marefchal de Fleuranges, Bcllarius, lib. 14. 
'1 Memoires de Fleuranges. 

came 
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came to trial; and after a few days liege, the place was C H A P. 
XXYll. 

furrendered to the Englilh. The bilhop of Tournay was~ 

lately dead; and as a new biihop was already eleCl:ed by 1h5's3· 
:z4t ept. 

the chapter, but not inftalled in his office, the king be-

flowed the adminiftration of the fee on his favourite, 
Wolfey, and put him in immediate poffeffion of the re­

venues, which were confidcrable r. Hearing of the retreat 
of the Swifs, and obferving the feafon to be far advanced, 

he thought proper to return to England ; and he carried 
the greater part of his army with him. Succefs had at-

tended him in every enterprize; and his youthful mind 
was much elated with this feeming profperity; but all 
men of judgment, comparing the advantages of his fitua-

tion with his progrefs, his expence with his acquifitions, 
were convinced, that this campaign, fo much vaunted, 
was, in reality, both ruinous and inglorious to him s. 

THE fuccefs, which, during this fummer, had attended 

Henry's arms in the North, was much more decifive. 

The king of Scotland had affembled the whole force 
of his kingdom; and having paffed the Tweed with a 
brave, though a tumultuary army of above so,ooo men, 

he ravaged thofe parts of Northumberland which lay 
neareft that river, and he employed himfelf in taking the 

cafrles of Norham, Etal, Werke, Ford, and other places 

of fma11 importance. Lady Ford, being taken prifoner in 

her caftle, was prefented to J ames, and fo gained on the 
affections of that prince, that he wafted in pleafure the 

critical time, which, during the abfence of his enemy, he 
fuould have employed in pulhing his conque!ls. His 

troops, lying in a barren country, where they foon con­
fumed all the provifions, began to be pinched with hun­
ger; and as the authority of the prince was feeble, and 
military difcipline, during that age, extremely relaxed, 
many of them had ftolen from the camp, and retired 

Strype's Memorialf~ vol. i. p. s, 6. s Guicciardini. 

Ff3 homewards. 
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c H A P. homewards. Meanwhile, the earl of Surrey, having col­
XXVIt. 
~ letl:ed a force of 26,ooo men, of which 5000 had been 

~5 1 5• fent over from the king's army in France, marched to the 
defence of the country, and approached the Scots, who 
lay on fome high ground near the hills of Cheviot. The 

river Till ran between the armies, and prevented an en­
gagement: Surrey therefore fent a herald to the Scottifh 

camp, challenging the enemy to defcend into the plain of 

Ivlilfield, which lay towards the fouth; and there, ap-, 

pointing a day for the combat, to try their valour on 

~qual ground. As he received no fatisfattory anfwer, he 
made a feint of marching towards Berwick; as if be in­

tended to enter Scotland, to lay wafie the borders, and cut 

Qff the provifions of the enemy. The Scottiih army, in 
order to prevent his purpofe, put themfelves in motion; 
and l, .. ving fet fire to the huts in which they had quar­

tered, they defcended from the hills. Surrey, taking 
~dvantage of the fmoi~e, which was blown towards 
him, and which concealed his movemepts, paffed the 

Till with his artillery and vanguard at the bridge of 

Twifel, and fent the reft of his ~rmy to feck fl fqr9 higher 
up the river. 

AN engagement was now become inevitable, and poth 

fides prepared fqr it with tranquillity and order t. The 
9th Sept. Englifh divided their army into two lines: Lord Howard 

led the main body of the firfi line, Sir Edmond Howard 
;he right wing, Sir :r..1armaduke Conftable the left. The 

~arl of Surr~y himfelf commanded the ~ain body of the 
fecond line~ lord :pacres the rig~t wing, Sir Edward 

Battle of Stanley the left. The front of the Scots prefented three 
f~oud~n. 

divilions to the enemy : The middle was led by the king 
himfelf: The right by the earl of Huntley, affified by 

lord Hume; The left by the earls of ~en.ox and Argyl~" 

t Buchanan, lib. IJ· Drumrr.ond. Herbert. Pol}dote Vir~il, lib. 1.7. 
Stow~, p. 493• Pa~lu~ Jovius. 

A fourth 
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A fourth divifion under the earl of Bothwel made a bcdy C H A p• 
XXVII. 

of referve. Huntley began the battle; and after a fharp "----y---1 

conflict, put to Bight the left wing of the Engli!h, and 1 5 1 3' 

chaced them olF the field: But on returnir1g from the 

purfuit, he found the whole Scottifh army in great dif-

order. The divifion under Lenox and Argyle, elated 

with the fuccefs of the other wing, had broken their 

ranks, and notwithftanding the remonfhances and en-

treaties of La Motte, the French ambafTador, had rufhed 

headlong upon the enemy. Not only Sir Edmond How-

ard, at the head of his divifion, received them with great 

valour; but Dacres, who commanded in the fecond line, 

wheeling about during the aCtion, fell upon their rear, 

and put them to the fword without refiftance. The di-

vifion under J ames and tha~ under Bothwel, animated by 

the valour of their leaders, frill made head againft the 

Englifh, and throwing themfelves into a circle, protraC1ed 

the action, till night feparated th~ combatants. The 

viCtory feemed yet undecided, and the numbers that fell 

on each fide, were nearly equal, amounting to above 

5000 men: But the morni~g difcovered where the 

advantage lay. The Englifh had loft only perfons of 

fmall note; but the flower of the Scotti{h nobility had 

fallen in battle, and their king himfelf, after the mofr 

diligent enquiry, could no where be found. In fearching 

the field, the Englifh met with a dead body, which re-

fembled him, and was arrayed in a fimi1ar habit; and 

they put it in a leaden coffin, and fent it to London. 

During fame time it was kept unburied ; becaufe J ames 

died u~der fentence of excommunication, on account of 

his confederacy with France, and his oppofition to the 

holy fee u : But upon Henry's applic~tion, who pretended 

that this prince had, in the infr~nt before his death, dif-
c:;overed figns of repentance) abfolution was given him, 

u lluchanan, lib, 13. Herbert. 

Ff+ and 



HI S T 0 R Y 0 F EN G L AN D. 

C H A P. and his body was interred. The Scots, however, ftiU 
xxvn. Jr. • J ' b d h. h r d '--v---'auerted, that It was not ames s o y, w IC was 1oun 

J5l3· on the field of battle, but that of one EJphinfl:on, wr.o 
had been arrayed in arms refembling their king's, in order 
to divide the attention of the Engliih, and lhare the dan­
ger with his mafl:er. It was believed that J ames had been 
fecn croffing the Tweed at Kelfo ; and fome imagined 
that he had been killed by the vaifals of lord Hume, 
wbom that nobleman had inftigated to commit fo enor­
mous a crime. But the populace entertained the opinion 
that he was frill alive, and having fecretly gone in pil­
grimage to the holy land, would foon return, and take 
po:!feffion of the throne. This fond conceit was long en .. 
tertained among the Scots. 

THE king of Scotland and mofl: of his chief nobles 
being flain in the field of Flouden, fo this battle was 
called, an inviting opportunity was offered to Henry of 
gaining advantages over that kingdom, perhaps of re­
ducing it to fubjeetion. But he difcovered on this occa­
fion a mind truly great and generous. When the queen 
of Scotland, Margaret, who was created regent during 
the infancy of her fon, applied for peace, he readily 
granted it; and took compaffion of the helplefs condi­
tion of his fifter and nephew. The earl of Surrey, who 

¥5 14· had gained him [o great a viCtory, was refiored to the title 
of duke of Norfolk~ which had been forfeited by his fa­
ther, for engaging on the fide of Richard Ill. Lord How­
ard was honoured with the title of earl of Surrey. Sir 
Charles Brandon the king's favourite, whom he had be­
fore created vifcount Lifle, was now raifed to the dignity 
pf duke of Suffolk. Wolfey, wbo was both his favour­
ite and his minifrer, was created bilhop of Lincoln. Lord 
Herbert obtained the title of earl of Worcefter. Sir Ed .. 
WqfQ St'Ulley, that of lord Monteagle. ~ 

THOUGH 
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THOUGH peace with Scotland gave Henry fecurity on c H A P. 

that fide, and enabled him to profecute in tranquillity~· 
his enterprize againfr France, fome other incidents had 1514. 

happened, which more than counterbalanced this fortu-
nate event, and ferved to open his eyes with regard to the 

rafhnefs of an undertaking, into which his youth and 
high fortune had betrayed him. 

LE WIS, fully fenfible of the dangerous fituation~ to 
which his kingdom had been reduced during the former 

campaign, was refolved, by every expedient, to prevent 
the return of like perils, and to break the confederacy of 

his enemies. The pope was nowife difpofed to puih the 

French to extremity; and provided they did not return to 

take po!feffion of Milan, his interefls rather led him to 
preferve the balance among the contending parties. He 

accepted, therefore, of Lewis's offer to renounce the coun­
cil of Lyons; and he took off the excommunication, 
which his predece!for and himfelf had fulminated againfl: 
that king and his kingdom. Ferdinand was now fafr de­

clining in years; and as he entertained no farther ambi­

tion than that of keeping po!feffion of N avarre, which he 

had fubdued by his arms and policy, he readily hearkened 
to the propofals of Lewis for prolonging the truce ano­

ther year; and he even !bowed an inclination of forming 
a more intimate connexion with that monarch. Lewis 

had dropped hints of his intention to marry his fecond 
daughter, Renee, either to Charles, prince of Spain, or 
his brother, Ferdinand, both of them grandfons of the 
Spanifh monarch; and he declared his refolution of be­
ftowing on her, as her portion, his claim to the dutchy 
of Milan. Ferdinand not only embraced thefe propofals 

.with joy; but alfo engaged the emperor, Maximilian, in 

the fame views, and procured his acceffion to a treaty, 
whicQ. opened fo inviting a prof,peet of aggrandizing their 

common grandchildren. 
~HEN 
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c H A P. WHEN Henry was informed of Ferdinand's renewal of 
XXVII. h . h L . h fi 11 . . 1 d ~ t e truce w1t ew1s, e e mto a v1o ent rage, an 

I$14· loudly complained, that his father-in-law had fidt, by 
high promifes and proreffions, engaged him in enmity 
with France, and afterwards, without giving him the 

leafi: warning, had now again facrificed his interefis to 

his own felfiih purpofcs, and had left him expofed alone 
to all the danger and expence of the war. In propor­

tion to his eafy credulity and his unfufpeB:ing reliance on 
Ferdinand was the vehemence with which he exclaimed 

2-gainfi: the treatment which he met with ; and he threat­

ened revenge for this egregious treachery and breach of 

faith w. But he loft all patience when informed of the 

other negociation, by which Maximilian was alfo feduced 

from his alliance, and in which propofals had been 

agreed to, for the marriage of the prince of Spain with 
the daughter of France. Charles, during the lifetime of 

the late king, had been affianced to Mary, Henry's younger 

filler; and as the prince now approached the age of pu­

berty, the king had expetl:ed the immediate completion of 
the marriage, and the honourable fettlement of a fifter, 

for whom he had entertained a tender affection. Such ~ 

complication, therefore, of injuries gave him the h.ighefr 
difp]eafure, and infpired ~im with a defire of expre~ling 
his difdain towards thofe who had impofed on his 

youth and inexperience, and had abufed his too great 

facility. 
THE duke of Longueville, who had been made pri-

foner at the battle of Guinegate, and who was frill 

detained in England, was ready to take advantage of all 

thefe difpofitions of Henry, in order to procure a peac<;: 

and even an alliance, which he knew to be paffionately 

defired by his mafter. He reprefented to the king, that 

Anne, queen of France, being lately dead, a door was 

, Petrus de Angleria Epift. 545, 546. 

thereby 
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thereby opened for an affinity, which might tend to the C H A P. 

advantage of both kingdoms, and which would ferve to~ 
terminate honourably all the differences between them: 1514. 

That £he had left Lewis no male children; and as he had 

ever entertained a fl:rong defire of having heirs to the 
crown, no marriage feemed more fuitable to him than 

that with the princefs of England, whofe youth and 

beauty afforded the mo!l: flattering hopes in that particu-

lar: That though the marriage of a princefs of fixteen, 
with a king of fifty-three, might feem unfuitable; yet 

the other advantages, attending the alliance, were more 
than a fufficient compenfation for this inequality: And 
that Henry, in loofening his connexions with Spain, from 
which he had never reaped any advantage, would con-

tract a clofe affinity with Lewis, a prince, who, through 

his whole life, had invariably maintained the charaCter of 

probity and honour. 
As Henry feemed to hearken to this difcourfe with 

willing ears, Longueville informed his mafrer of the pro-
bability, which he difcovered, of bringing the matter to 

a happy conclufion; and he received full powers for ne­
gociating the treaty. The articles were eafily adjufied 
between the monarchs. Lewis agreed that Tournay Peace with 

fuould remain in the hands of the Englilh; that Richard ~;~n~e~gutl. 
de la Pole lhould be banilhed to Metz, there to live on a 

penfion affigned him by Lewis; that Henry 1hould re-
ceive payment of a miliion of crowns, being the arrears 

due by treaty to his father and himfelf; and that the prin-
cefs Mary lhould bring four hundred thoufand crowns as 

her portion, and enjoy as large a jointure as any queen 

of France, even the former, who was heirefs of Britanny. 
The two princes alfo agreed on the fuccours, with which 
they ihould mutually fupply each other, in cafe either of 

them were attacked by an enemy x. 

x Du Tillet. 
bl 
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c H A P. IN confequence of this treaty, Mary was fent over to 
XXVII. 
~France with a fplendid retinue, and Lewis met her at 

gth1 b~~b. Abbeville, where the efpoufals were celebrated. He was 
enchanted with the beauty, grace, and numerous accom­
plilhments of the young princefs; and being naturally of 

an amorous difpofition, which his advanced age had not 

entirely cooled, he was feduced into fuch a courfe of gaiety 

and pleafure, as proved very unfuitable to his declining 

t5IS· ftate of healthY, He died in lefs than three months after 
tftJan, the marriage, to the extreme regret of the French· nation, 

who, fenfible of his tender concern for their welfare, 

gave him with one voice the honourable appellation of 

father of his people. 
FRANcis, duke of Angouleme, a youth of one and 

twenty, who had married Lewis's elder daughter, fuc­
ceeded him on the throne; and by his aCtivity, valour, 

generofity, and other virtues, gave prognofiics of a happy 

and glorious reign. This young monarch had been 

extremely !truck with the charms of the Engli!h prin­
cefs; and even during his predece!for's life-time, had 

payed her fuch affiduous court, as made fome of his 
friends apprehend, that he had entertained views of gal­

lantry towards her. But being warned, that, by indulging 

this paffion, he might probably exclude himfelf from the 

throne, he forbore all farther addre!fes; and even watched 

the young dowager with a very careful eye during the firft 
months of her widowhood. Charles Brandon, duke of 

Suffolk~ was at that time in the court of France, the 

mofi comely perfonage of his time, and the mofr accom­

plilhed in all the exercifes, which were then thought to 
befit a courtier and a foldier. He was Henry's chief fa­

vourite; and that monarch had even once entertained 

thoughts of marrying him to his fifier, and had given in .. 

dulgence to the mutual paffion, which took place be-

Y Brantomo Eloge de Louis XII, 
tween 
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tween them. The queen a!ked Suffolk, whether he had c H A P. 

now the courage, without farther reflection, to efpoufe ~ 
her; and ilie told him, that her brother would more ea- JSIS• · 

fily fo_!'give him for not a!king his confent, than for aB:-
ing contrary to his orders. Suffolk declined not fo in-
viting an offer; and their nuptials were fecretly celebrated 
at Paris. Francis, who was pleafed with this marriage, 
as it prevented Henry from forming any powerful alliance 
by means of his fifrer z, interpofed his good offices in ap-
peafing him : And even \V olfey, having entertained no 
jealoufy of Suffolk, who was content to participate in 
the king's pleafures, and had no ambition to engage in 
public bufinefs, was aB:ive in reconciling the king to his 
fifrer, and brother-in-law ; and he obtained them permif-
fion to return to England. 

3 Petrus de Angleria, Epi!t-. 544• 
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N 0 T E s 
TO THE 

THIRD V 0 L U M E. 

NOTE (A], p. 4• 

I N the fifth year of the king, the commons complained of he 
go<t•ernment about the king's ptr:fon, his court, the eMejfwe 

number of his ferrua1its, of th~ abujes in the Chancery, Kin;'s 
Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, and of grieruous opprt./Jions in 
the country, bJ the great multitudes of maintainers of quarrb, 
(men linked in confederacies together) <z-vho behacved themfel.,es 
like kings in the country, fi as there cu;as r:;ery little law or rig7t, 
tmd of other things which they faid were the caufi if the lrtt 
cr,mmotions under Wat Cf'yler. Par]. Rift. vol. i. p. 36~. Tlis 
irregular government, which no king and no houfe of con­
mons had been able to remedy, was the fource of the licm­
tioufnefs of the great, and turbulency of the people, as \Wll 

as tyranny of the princes. If fu bjetls would enjoy liberl)', 
and kings fecurity, the laws rnufi be executed. 

In the ninth of this reign, the commons alfo difcovered lD 

accuracy and a jealou fy of liberty, w hi eh we fhould little cc­
pea in thofe rude times. " It was agreed by parliamen~" 
fays Cotton, p. 309, " that the fubfidy of wools, wool fels, 
" and fkins, granted to the king until the time of Midfumner 
" then enfuing, fhould ceafe from the fame time unto the fetft 
u of St. Peter ad ruincula; for that thereby the king lhould be 
" interrupted for claiming fuch grant as due.'' See alfo Ctt• 

ton, p. 198. 

NOTE [B], p. r6. 

KNYGHTON, p. 2715, &c. The fame author, p. z6k>, 
tells us, that the king, in return to the meffage, fad, 

that he would not for their de.fire remove the meaneft fculli>n 
fnm 
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from his kitchen. This author alfo tells us, that the king 
faid to the commiffioners, when they harangued him, that he 
faw his fubjetls were rebellious, and his beft way would be 
to call in the king of France to his aid. But it is plain, that 

all thefe fpeeches were either intended by Knyghton merely as 
an ornament to his hiftory, or are falfe. For (I) when the 
nve lords accufe the king's minifters in the next parliament, 

and impute to them every rafh aCtion of the king, they fpeak 
nothing of the!e replies which are fo obnoxious, were fo re­

cent, and are pretended to ha\'e been fo public. (z) The 
king, fo far from having any connexions at that time with 
France, was threatened with a dangerous invafion from that 
kingdom. This ftory feems to have been taken from the re­

proaches afterwards thrown out againft him, and to have been 
transferred by the hiitorian to this time, to which they cannot 

be applied. 

NOTE [CJ, p. 21. 

W E muft except the 1 zth article, which accufes Brembre 
of having cut off the heads of twenty-two prifoners, 

confined for felony or debt, without warrant or procefs of 

Jaw: But as it is not conceivable what intereft Brembre could 
have to treat thefe felons and debtors in fuch a manner, we 
may prefume that the fact is either falfe or mifreprefented. 
It was in thefe mens power to fay any thing againft the perfons 

accufed: No defence or apology was admitted: All was law­

lefs will and pleafure. 
They are alfo accufed of defigns to murder the lords : but 

thefe accufations either are general, or deftroy one another. 
Sometimes, as in article I sth, they intend to murder them 
by means of tae mayor and city of London : Sometimes, as 
in article 28th, by trial and falfe inquefts: Sometimes, as in 

article zSth, by means of the king of France, who was to re­

ceive Calais for bis pains. 

NOTE [DJ, p. 23. 

I N general, the parliament in thofe days never paid a pro· 
per regard to Ed~ard's ftatute of treafons, though one of 

the moft advantageous laws for the fubjea that has ever been 
enaC\eQ, 
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enacted. In the 17th of the king, the dukes of Lancajler and 
Glocejler complain to R icbard. that Sir Cf'homas Talbot, with 
fithers of his adhermts, con.Jjired the death of the Jaid dukes in 
di<Vet·s parts of Chejhire, as the fame was confeffed and cv;e/l 
known; and praying that the parliament may judge of the fault. 
Whereupon the king and the lords in the parliament judged the 

.fame fa!l to be open and high treajo11 : And hereupon they acv .. ;ard 
two writs, the one to the jherijf of York, and the other to the Jhe­
·rijfs of Derby, to take the body of the faid Sir Thomas retunzable 
in the King's bench in the month of Eajler then mfuing. .And 
open proclamation was made in lf/ ejlmiJijler-hall, that upon the 
jheriff' s return, and at the next coming i1t of the faid Sir Tbo­
mas, the Jaid Thomas jhould be cowvifled of treajim, and i11cur 
the lofi and pain of the fame: And all fuch as jhould recei·ve him 
after the proclamation jhould itJ.Cur the fame lofi and pain. Cot- , 
tori, p. 354· It is to be obferved, that this extraordinary 
judgment was paired in a time of tranquillity. Though the 
ftatute itfelf of Edward III. referves a power to the parlia­
ment to declare any new fpecies of treafon, it is not to be ~ 

fuppofed that this power was referved to the houfe of lords 
alone, or that men were to be judged by a law ex pofl fallo. 
At leaft, if fuch be the meaning of the claufe ; it may be 
affirmed, that men were at that time very ignorant of the firft 
principles of law and juftice. 

NOTE [EJ, p.3o. 
J N the preceding parli.ament, the c?mmons had Jhcwn a dif. 

pofition very complrufant to the kmg; yet there happened 
an incident in their proceedings, which is curious, and Jhews 
us the fi:ate of the houfe during that period. The members 
were either country gentlemen, or merchants, v..ho were af­
fembled for a few days, and were entirely unacquainted with 
bufinefs ; [o that it was eafy to lead them aftray, and draw 
them into votes and refolutions very difFerent from their 
intention. Some petitions, concerning the fl:ate of the na­
tion, were voted ; in which, among other things, the houfe 
recommended frugality to the king, and for that purpofe, de­
fired, that the court Jhould not be fo much frequented as 
formerly by hijhops and ladin. The king was difpleafed with 

Vat.. III. G g ~his 
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this freedom: The commons very humbly craved pardon: 
He was not fatisfied unlefs they would name the mover of 
the petitions. It happened to be one Haxey, whom the 
parliament, in order to make atonement, condemned for this 
ofFence to die the de~th of a traitor. But the king, at the 
defire of the archbiihop of Canterbury, and the prelates, 
pardoned him. \Vhen a parliament in thofe times, not 
agit:.ted by any faction, and being at entire freedom, could 
be guilty of fuch monfl:rous extravagance, it is eafy to judg~ 
what might be expected from them in more trying fituations. 

See Cotton's Abridg. p. 361, 362. 

NOTE [F], p. 43· 
T 0 fhow how little credit is to be given to this charge 

againfl: Richard, we may obferve, that a law in the 
13 Edw. Ill. had been enacted againfl: the continuance of fhe­
rifFs for more than one year: But the inconvenience of changes 
having afterwards appeared from experience, the commons in 
the twentieth of this king, applied by petition that the IherifFs 
might be continued; though that petition had not been en , 
acted into a fl:atute, by reafon of other difagreeable circum­

fl:ances, which attended it. See Cotton, p. 361. It was 
certainly a very moderate exercife of the difpenfing power in 
the king to continue the IherifFs, after he found that that 
practice would be acceptable to his fubjects, and had been 
applied for by one houfe of parliament : Yet is this made an 
article of charge again£1: him by the prefent parliament. See 
art. t8. Walfingham, fpeaking of a peri~d early in Richard's 
minority, fays, But what do alls of pm·liament JigniJY, wlmr, 
after they are made, they take no ejjell; Jince the king, hy the ad­

q)ice of the pri<Vy council, takes upon him to altet·, 01· <r.uholly fit 
ajide_ all thofe things, which hy gemral conjent had bee1z ordained 

in parliammt? If Richard, therefore, exercifed the difpenfing 
power, he was warranted hy the examples of his uncles 
and grandfather, and indeed of all his predeceffors from 
the time of Henry IIl, incluiive. 
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NOTE [G], p. 52. 
THE following paff~ge .in Cot~on\ Abridgment, p. 196, 

fhows a ftrangc piTJ ud1ce agamil the church and church­
men. The comm01u aftet·•u;ards coming into the parliamwt, and 
making their protejlation, }hewed, that for wa-rzt of good redref.; 
about the king's perfin in his hozifebold, in all his courts, touching 
maintainers in ecvery county, and purveyors, the commons <Lvere 
daily pi/led, and nothmg defended againjf the enemy, and that it 
jhould jhortly depri·ve the killg and undo the ftate. lf"herifore i1l 
the fame gocvernment, they entirely require redrejs. Whereupo1r 
the king appointed jimdry bijhops, lords and nobles, to fit in pri<L'j­
council about theje matters : lf/ho fince that they mufl begin at 
the head, and go at the requejl o.f the commons, they in the pri!jellce 
of the king charged his cotifejfor not to come into the court but 
upon the four principal fifticvals. Vle fhould little expeCt that 
a popifh privy-council, in ~cier _to preferve the king's morals, 
!hould order his confefior to be · kept at a diftance from him. 
This incident happened in the minority of Richard. As the 
popes had for a long time refided at Avignon, and the majo­
rity of the facred college were Frenchmen, this circumftance 
naturally encreafed the averfion of the nation to the papal 
power: But the prejudice againft the Englifh clergy cannot be 
accounted for from that caufe. 

NOTE [HJ, p. 223. 

THAT we may judge how arbitrary a court, that cf the 
con!lable of England was, we may perufe the patent 

granted to the earl of Rivers in this reign, as it is to be found 
in Spcllman's Gloffary in verb. Confla6ularius; as alfo, more 
fully in R ymer, vol. xi. p. 58 I. Here is a claufe of it : Et 
nlte~·ius de uberiori gratia nojlra eidem comiti de Ri<vers plenam 
potejfatem damus ad cognofcendum, 0 procedmdum, in omnibus, 

tf jingulis, caujis et negotiis, de et Jupcr crimine lifce majeJlatis feu 
jitper occajione cceterifque caujis, qui6ttjcu:1que per prcrfatum comi­
tem de Rh.;ers, ut conjla!JZtlarium Anglice -- quce in curia Cati.fla­

hulm·ii Anglice ab antiquo, viz. tempore dilli don:ini Gulielmi 

conquejloris feu aliquo tempore citra traflari, aruliri, examinari~ 
aut decidi co11jue·verant, aut jure debuerant, aut debcnt, ca:f(lj­
gue et mgotia prcedifla cttm omnibus et jingulis emergenti.6us, .zn~ 

G g z ,zden!z!n,s 
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ddentzlms t:J" connexis, audicndum, examinaudum, et fine debito 

terminandum, etzat,"t fummarie et de piano, fine fl:repitu et figu­

ra ju!l:itia::, fola facti veritate infpe&a, ac etiam manu regia, 

Ji opportunum cvifian fuerit eidem comiti de Ri-vers, cvices nojlras, 

appellatione remota. The office of conftable was perpeliUal in 
the monarchy ; its jurifdietion was not limited to times of 
war, as appear:, from this patent, and as we learn from Spell­
man : Yet its authority was in direCt: contradiB:ion to Magna 
Charta; and it is evident, that no regular liberty could fubfiil: 
with it. It involved a full diCtatorial power, continually 
fubfifting in the ftate. The only check on the crown, befides 

the w:mt of force to fupport all its prerogatives, was, that 
the office of conil:able was commonly either hereditary or 
during life ; and the perfon invefted with it, was, for that 
reafon, not fo proper an inftrument of arbitrary power in the 

king. Accordingly the office was fupprefied by Henry VIII. 

the moft arbitrary of all the Englifh princes. The praCl:ice, 
however, of exercifing martial law, frill fubfifted; and was 
not abolifhed till the petition of Right under Charles I. This 
was the epoch of true liberty, confirmed by the Re!l:oration, 

otnd enlarged and fecured by the Revolution. 

NOTE [I], p. 234·· 
W E !hall give an inftance : Almoft all the hiftorian1>, even 

Comines, and the continuator of the annals of Croy­
land, a!fert that Edward was about this time taken prifoner by 

Clarence and W arwic, and was committed to the cu!l:ody of 
the archbifhop of York, brother to the earl; but being allow­

ed to take the diverfion of hunting by this prelate, he made 

his efcape, and afterwards chace.:! the rebels out of the king­
dom. But that all the ftory is falfe appears from Rymer, 
where we find, that the king, throughout all this period, con­

tinually exercifed his authority, and never was interrupted 

i~ his government. On the 7th of March 1.470, he gives a 
commiffion of array to Clarence, whom he then imagined a 
good fubjeCl:; and on the z3d of the fame month, we find him • 

iffuing an order for apprehending him. Befides, in the king'¥ 
manifcil:o againft the duke and earl, (Clauf. 10 Edward IV. 

m. z, 8.) 
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m. 7, 8.) where he enumerates a11 their treafons, he mentions 
no fuch fact: He does not fo much as accufe them of exciting 
young \Velles's rebellion : He only fays, that'they exhorted 
him to continue in his rebellion. We may judge how fmaller 
facts will be mifreprefented by hiftorians, who can in the 
moft material tranfactions miftake fo grofsly. There may 
even fome doubt arik.. with regard to the propof:tl of mar­
riage made to Bona of S:woy; though almofi: all the hiilorians 
concur in it, and the fact be very likely in itfelf: For there 
are no traces in Rymer of any fuch ernbafiy of \Varwic's to 
France. The chief certainty in this and the preceding reign 
arifes either from public records, or from the notice taken of 
certain palfages by the ·French hiftorians. On the contrary, 
for fome centuries after the conqueft, the French hii:ory is 
not complete without the affiftance of Englifh authors. We 
may conjecture, that the re:-tfon of the fcarcity of hiftorians 
during this period, was the defl:rufrion of the com,ents, which 
enfued fo foon after : Copies of the more recent hifl:orians not 
being yet fufficiently difperfed, thefe hiftories havt periihed. 

NOTE [K], p. 274. 
SIR Thomas More, who has been followed, or rather tran-

fcribed, by all the hiil:orians of this ihort reign, i:1.ys, 
that J ane Shore had fallen into connexions with lord Haftings; 
and this account agrees beft with the courfe of the events: 
But in a proclamation of Richard's, to be found in Rymer, 
vol. xii. p. 204, the marquis of Dorfet is reproached \Vith 
thefe connexions. This reproach, however, might hav~ been 
invented by Richard, or founded only on popular rumour ; 
and is not fufiicient to overbalance the authority of Sir Tho­
mas lVIore. The proclamation is remarkable for the hypo . 
critical purity of manners afFected by Richard : This bloody 
and treacherous tyrant upbraids the marquis and others, with 
their gallantries and intrigues as the moil: terrible c:normitie~. 

NOTE [L], p. 297. 

E VERY one that has perufed the ancient monkiih writers, 
knows, that, however barbarous their own fiyle, they are 

full of allufions to the Latin dailies, efpecial1y the poets. 
G g 3 There 
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There fcems alfo in thofe middle ages to have remained many 
ancient books, that are now lo.£1:. Malmefbury, who flourifh­

ed in the reign of Henry I. and king Stephen, quotes Livy's 
defcriptioa of Ccefar's pa.ff:1ge over the Rubicon. .Fitz-Ste­
phen, who lived in the reign of Henry II. alludes to a paffage 
in the larger hiftory of Salluft In the collection of letters, 

which paffcs under the name of Thomas a Bccket, we fee how 
familiar all the ancient hiftory and ancient books were to the 

more ingenious and more-dignified churchmen of that time, and 

confequcntly how much th:.tt order of men muft have furpailed 

all the other members of the fociety. That prebte and his 

friends call each other Philofophers in all the courfe of their 
correfpondence, and confider the reft of the \Vorld as funk 

in total ignorance and barbarifm. 

N 0 1"' E [MJ, p. 383. 

S T 0 WE, Bake1:, Speed, Biondi, Hcllingfhcd, Bacon. 

Some late writers, particularly Mr. Carte, have doubted 
\Vhether Perkin were an impoftor, and have even aficrted him 

to be the true Plantagenet. But to refute this opinion, we 
need only reflect on the following particulars : ( 1) Though 
the circumftances of the wars bet\veen the two rotes be in ge­
neral involved in gre2.t obfcurity, yet is there a moft luminous 
ray thrown on all the tranf.1.etions, during the ufurpation of 
Richard, and the murder of the two young princes, by the 

narrative of Sir Thomas More, whofe :fingubr magnanimity, 
probity, and judgment, make him an evidence beyond dl ex­
ception! No hiH:orian, either of ancient or modern times, 
can poffibly have more weight: He may alfo be jufl:ly efteem­
ed a contemporary with regard to the murder of the two 

rrinces: For though he was but five years of age when that 
event happened, he lived and was educated among the chief 
atl:ors during the period of Richard: And it is plain, from 
his narrative itfe1f, which is often extremely circumfrantial, 
that he had the particulars from the eye-witnefies themfelves: 

His authority; therefore, is irre:fiftible; and fufficient to over­
balance a hundred little doubts and fcruples and objeB:ions. 
For in reality, his narrative is liable to no folid objection, 

no.r 
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nor is there any mi.ftake detected in it. He fays in1eed, 

that the prote.:lor's partizans, particularly Dr. Shaw, fpread 

a bread rumours of Edward IV.' s pre-con traCt with Eliza­

beth Lucy ; whereas it now appears from record, that the 
parliament afterwards declared the king's children illegiti­
mate, on pretence of his pre-contraa with lady Eleanor T:a.l­

bot. But it muft be remarked, that neither of thefe pre­

contraCls was ever fo much as attempted to be proved: And 

why mig~1t not the proteCtor's flatterers and partizans have 

made u1e fometimes of one falfe rumour, fometimes of ano-

..... r ? Sir Thomas IV1ore mentions the one rumour as well a~ 
the othc.r, and treats them both lightly, as they deferved. 

It is alfo t~10ught incredible by Mr. Carte, that Dr. Shaw 

fhoul h2.ve been enccuragd by Richard to calumniate openly 
his met 1er, the dutchefs of York, with whom that prince 
lived in good terms. But if there be any difficulty in this 

fuppofition, we need only fuppofe, that Dr. Sh:tw might have 

concerted in general his fe :·mon w:t the 1 roteetor or his 
minifters, and yet have chofen himfelf t~e patticular topics~ 
and chofen them very foolifhly. This appea:s indeed to have 
been the cafe by the difgrace, into which he fell afterwards~ 

and by the protector's negleCt of him. (z) If Sir Thomas's 
quality of contemporary be difputed with regard to the duke 

of Glocefter's protectorate, it cannot pofiibly be difputed 

with regard to Perkin's impofture : He was then a man, and 

had a full opportunity of knowing and examining and judg­

ing of the truth. In afi(rting that the duke of York was 
murdered by his uncle, he certainly afferts, in the moft exprefs 
terms, that Perkin, who perfonated him, was an impoftor. 

(3) There is another great genius who has carefully treated 
this point of hiil:ory; fo great a genius as to be efteemed with 
jtd.l:ice one of the chief ornaments of the nation, and indeed 
one of the moft fublime writers that any age or nation has 
produced. It is lord Bacon I mean, who has related at full 
length, and without: the leaft doubt or hefitation, all the im· 
poftures of Perkin "Vv~ arbcck. If it be objected, that lord 

Bacon was no contemporary, and that we have the fame ma.· 

terials, as he, upon which to form our judgment; it muil be 
G g 4 remarked, 
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remarked, that lord Bacon plainly compofed his elaborate 

and exal't hifrory from many records and papers which are 

now loft, and that confcquently, he is always to be cited as 

an original hifi:orian. It were very ilrange. if Mr. Carte's 
opinion were jufr, that, among all the papers, which lord 

Bacon perufed, he never found any reafon to fufpect Perkin 

to be the true Plantagenet. There was at that time no intereft 

in defaming Richard III. Bacon be/ides is a very unbi3.1fed 

hifrorian, nowife partial to Henry: We know the detail of 

that prince's oppreffive government from him alone. It may 

only be thought, that, in fumming up his character, he has 

laid the colours of blame more faintly tht:!.n the very facts, 

lie mentions, feem to require. Let me remark in palling, 

as a fingularity, hO\v much Engliib hiftory has been beholden 

to four great men, who have poffeffed the highefl: dignity in 

the law, More, Bacon, Clarendon, and Whitlocke. (4) But 

if contemporary "Vidence be fo much fought after, there may 

in this cafe be produced the frrongeft and mofl: urtden.i.able in 

the world. The queen-dowager, her fon the marquis of 

Dorfet, a man of excellc .t undcribnding, SirEd-ward Wood­

ville, her brotf1er, Sir Thomas St. Leger, who had married 

the king's fi ibr, Sir John· Bourchier, Si.:· Robcrt Vlilloughby, 

Sir Giles Daubeney, S.i.r Thomas Arundel, the Courtneys, the 

Chevnevs, the Talbots, the Stanleys, and in a word, all the 

p:1.r iza~s of the houfe of York, that is, the men of chief 

dignity in the n:~.tion ; all thefe great perfons were fo affurcq 

of the murder of the two princes, that they applied to the 

earl of Richmond, the mortal enemy of their p:1rty and f..1.­
mily; they projetted to fet him on the throne, which muft 

have been utter ruin to them, if the princes were alive; and 

they ftipulated to marry him to the prin~efs Elizabeth, as 

heir to the crown, who in that cafe was no heir at all. Had 

each of thofe perfons written the memoirs of his own times, 

would hP not have faid, that Richard murdered h~s nephews? 

Or would their pen be a better declaration, than their attions, 

of their real fentiments? (s) But \Ve have another contem­

porary authority fl:ill better than even thefe great perfons, fo 
much ~nterefteJ to know the truth : It is that of Richard him-. 

fclf ~ 
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felf: He projetl:ed to marry his niece, a very unufual alliance 
in England, in order to unite her title with his own. He 
knew therefore her title to be good : For as to the declaration 
of her illegitimacy, as it went upon no proof, or even pretence 
of proof, it was always regarded with the utmoft contempt 
by the nation, and was confidered as one of thofe parlia~ 
mentary tranfatl:ions, fo frequent in that period, which were 
fcandalous in themfelves, and had no manner of authority. 
It was even fo much defpifed as not to be reverfed by par­
liament, after Henry and Elizabeth were on the throne. 
(6) \Vc have alfo, as contemporary evidence, the univerfal 

eftablifhed opinion of the age, both abroad and at home. 
This point was regarded as fo uncontroverted, that when 
Richard notified his acce!f:on to the court of France, that 
court was ftruck with horror at his abominable parricide, in 
murdering both his nephews, as Philip de Comiues tells us; 

and this fentiment went to fuch an unufual height, that, as 

we learn from the i:1.me author, the court would not make the 
leaft reply to him. (7) The fame reafons, which convinced 
that age of the parricide, frill fubfift, and ought to carry the 
m oft undoubted evidence to us; namely, the very circumftance 
of the fudden difappearance of the princes from the Tower, 
an<l their appearance no where elfe. Every one faid, they 
hacve 1zot efcaped from their uncle, for he makes 110 fearch after 
them : He has net con·-ueyed them eljerv..;here: For it is his /;ujinifs 

to declare fo, itz order to remo'\]e the imputation of murder from 

himfelf. He necver <would medlifsly fi•hjea himfelf to the infamy 

and danger of being ejleemcd a parricide, cz.uithout acquh·ing the 

ficurity attending that a·ilm. '!'hey cz.vere in his cujlody: He is 
anfwerable for them : If he gi"-·es no account of them, as he has 

a plain interejf in their death, he mu.ft, by ecvery nde of CO?Jl/JJOJt 

jtnfe, be regarded as the murderer. His Jlagrmtt ujurpation, as 

well as his other treacherous and cruel allions, makes no better be 
expelled from him. He could not Jay with Cain, that he 'VJas not 

/;is nephew's keeper. This reafoning, which was irrefragable 
at the very fi.rft, became every day ftronger, from RiLhard's 
continued filence, and the general and total ignorance of the 

J'lace of thefe princes' abode. Richard's reign lafted about 
vo years beyond this period ; and furely, he coulJ not have 

found 
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found a better expedient for difappointing the earl of Rich­
mond's projeCts, as well as juftifying his mvn charaCter, than 
the producing of his nephews. (S) If it were neceffary, 
amidft this blaze of evidence, to produce proofs, whi:h, in 
any other cafe, would have been regarded as confiderable, and 
would have carried great validity with them, I might mention 
Dighton and Tyrrel's account of the murder. This laft gen­

tleman efpecially was not likely to fubjetl himfelf to the re­
proach of fo great a crime, by an impofture, which, it ap­
pears, did not acquire him the favour of Henry. (9) The 
duke of York, being a boy of nine years of age, could not 
have made his efcape without the affiftance of fome elder per­
fans. Would it not have been their chief concern inftantly to 
convey intelligence of fo great an event to his mother, the 
queen-dowager, to his aunt, the dutchefs of Burgundy, and 
to the other friends of the family. The dutchefs protetl:ed 
Simnel ; a projeCt:, which, had it been fuccefsful, muft have 
ended in the crowning of Warwic, and the exclufi.on of the 
duke of York ! This, among many other proofs, evinces that 
fue was ignorant of the efcape of that prince, which is impof~ 
f1ble, had it been real. ( 1 o) The total :lilence with regard to 

the perfons who aided him in his efcape, as alfo with regard 
to the place of his abode during more than eight years, is a 
fu.fficicnt proof of the impofture. (I I) Perkin's own account 
of his efcape is incredible and abfurd. He faid, that mur­
derers were employed by his uncle to kill hint and his brother : 
They perpetrated the crime againfl: his brother ; but took 

comp2.ffion on him, and allowed him to efcape. This account 
is contained in all the hiftorians of that age. (12) Perkin 
himfelf made a full confeffion of his i:npofture no lefs than 
three times; once when he furrendered himfelf prifoner, a fe­
cond time when he was fet in the frocks at Cheapfide and 
Weftminfrer, and a third time, which carries undoubted evi­
dence, at the fo::>t of the gibbet, on which he was hanged. 
Not the leaft furmife that the confeffion had ever been procur­
ed by torture: And furely, the laft time he had nothing far­
ther to fear. (I 3~ Had not Henry been aflured, that Perkin 
was a ridiculous impofl:or, difavowed by the whole nation, he 
never would have allowed him to live an hour after he came 

3 into 
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..into his power; much lefs, woul-d he have twice pardoned 
him. His treatment of the innocent earl of Vvarwic, who in 
reJ.lity had no title to the crown, is a fufficient confirmation 

of this reafoning. (q.) \Vc know with certainty whence 
the whole impo:!l:ure came, namely, from the intrigues of the 

dutchefs of Burgundy: She had before acknowledged an fup­
ported Lambert Simnel, an avowed impoftor. It is remark­
able, that Mr. Carte, in order to preferve the weight of the 

dt!tchefs's tefiimony in favour of Perkin, fuppreifcs entirely 
this material faB: : A firong effect of party prejudices, and this 

author's defire of blackening Henry VIt. whofe hereditary 
title to the crown was dcfeB:ive. (I 5) There never was, at 
that time, any evidence or fuadow of evidence produced, of 
Perkin's identity with Richard. Plantagenet. Richard had dif­
appeared when near nine years of age, and Perkin did not 

appear till he was a man. Could any one, from his afpetl, 
pretend then to be fure of the identity? He had got fome 
H:ories concerning Richard's childhood, and the court of Eng­
land: But all that it \vas neceifary for a boy of nine to remark 
or remember was eafily fuggefred to him by the dutchcfs of 
Burgundy, or Frion, Henry's fecretary, or by any body th~t 
had ever lived at court. It is true, many perfons of note were 

at firft deceived; but the difcontents againft Henry's govem­
ment, and the general enthufiafm for the houfe of York, ac­

count fufficiently for this temporary delufion. Every body's 
eyes were opened long before Perkin's death. (16) The cir­
cumftance of finding the two dead bodies in the reign of 
Charles II. is not furely indifferent. They were found in the 
very place, which More, Bacon, and other ancient authors 
had affigned as the place of interment of the young princes : 
The bones correfpondcd by their fize to the age of the princes ; 
The fecret and irregular place of their interment, not being 
in holy ground, proves that the boys had been fecretly mur­
dered: And in the Tower, no boys, but thofe who arc very 
nearly related to the crown, can be expofed to a violent 
death: If we compare all thefe circumfrances we .fhall find, 
that the inference is juft and ftrong, that they were the bodies 
of Edward the Vth and his brother, the very inference that 

was drawn at the time of the difcovery. 
Since 
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Since the publication of this Hijlory, Mr. Walpole has puh­
lijhed his Hi.ftoric Douhts concerning Richard Ill. Nothing can 
he a jlronger proof how ingenious and agreeable that gentlema1z' s 
pen is, than his being able to make an mquiry coJJceming a remote 
point of Englijh hijlory, an ohjea of gmeral converfation. 
The foregoiJZg note has been mlarged on account of that perform­
ance. 

N 0 T E [N], p. 397· 
R 0 T. Pari. 3 H. VII. n. 17. The preamble is remark-

able, and fhows the ftate of the nation at that time. 
" The king, our fovereign lord, remembereth, how, by our 
" unlawful maintainances, giving of liveries, :ligns and 
~, tokens, retainders by indentures, promifes, oaths, writings, 
" and other embraceries of his fubjeB:s, untrue demeanings 
" of fheri.fFs in making pannels, and untrue returns by taking 
" money, by juries, &c. the policy of this nation is m oft 
" fubdued." It muft indeed be confeifed, that fuch a ftate 
of the country required great "difcretionary power in the fove­
reign; nor will the fame maxims of government fuit fuch a 
rude people, that may be proper in a more advanced ftage of 
fociety. The eftablifhment of the Star-chamber or the en­
largement of its power in the reign of Henry VII. might 
have been as wife as the abolition of it in that of Charles I. 

NOTE [0], p. 400. 

T HE duke of Northumberland has lately printed a houfe-
hold book of an old earl of that family, who lived at 

this time : The author has been favoured with the perufal of 
it; and it contains mai1y curious particulars, which mark the 
manners and way of living in that rude, not to fay barbarous 
age; as well as the prices of commodities. I have extraC1ed 
a few of them from that piece, which gives a true pifture of 
ancient manners, and is one of the mofr :lingular monuments 
that Englifu antiquity affords us: For we may be confident, 
however rude the frrokes, that no Baron's family was on a 
nobler er more fplendid footing. The family coniifls of 166 
perfons, mafters and fervants : Fifty feven ftrangers are rec­
koned upon every day: On the whole 223. Two-pence 
halfpenny are fuppofed to be the daily expence of each fo.r 

meat, 
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meat, drink, and firing. This would make a groat of our 
prefent money: Suppofing provifions between three and four 
times cheaper, it would be equivalent to fourteen-pence: 
No great fum for a nobleman's houfe-keeping; efpecially 
confidering, that the chief expence of a family, at that time, 
confifted in meat and drink: For the fum allotted by the earl 
for his whole annual expence is 11 r8 pounds feventeen fhil· 
lings and eight-pence; meat, drink, and firing coft 796 
pounds eleven fhillings and two·pence, more than two thirds 
of the whole: In a modern family it is not above a, third, p. 
157, 158, 159· The whole expence of the earl's family is 
managed wid1 an exaCl:nefs that is very rigid, and, if we make 
no allowance for ancient manners, fuch as may feem to border 
on an extreme; infomuch, that the number of pieces, which 
muft be cut out of every quarter of beef, mutton, pork, veal, 
nay ilock-fifh and falmon, are determined, and muft be en­
tered and accounted for by the different clerks appointed for 
that purpofe: If a fervant be abfent a day, his mefs it> il:ruck 
off: If he go on my lord's bufinefs, board wages are allowed 
him, eight-pence a day for his journey in winter, five-pence 
in fummer: When he frays in any place, two-pence a day 
are allowed him, befidc the maintainance of hi:. horfe. Some­
what above a quarter of wheat is allowed for every mouth 
throughout the year; and the wheat is efl:imated at five fhil­
lings and eight-pence a quarter. Two hundred and fifty 
quarters of malt are allowed, at four fhillings a quarter: 
Two hog!heads are to be made of a quarter; which amounts 
to about a bottle and a third of beer a day to each perfon, 
p. 4· and the beer will not be very il:rong. One hundred 
and nine fat beeves are to be bought at Allhallow-tide, at 

thirteen fhillings and four-pence a piece: And twenty four 
lean beeves to be bought at St. Helens at eight fhillings a 

piece: Thefe are to be put into the paftures to. feed; and are 
to ferve from Midfummer to Michaelmas; which is confe­
quently the only time that the family cats frefh beef: During 
all the reil: of the year they live on falted meat, p. 5. One 
h\lndred and fixty gallons of muftard are allowed in a year; 

·hich feems indeed requifite for the falt beef, p. 18. Six 
mmdred and forty fevrn fheep are allowed, at twenty pence a 

piece; 
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piece ; :md thefe feem alfo to be ::tll eat i:1lted, except between 
L::~.mmas and Michaclmas, p. 5. Only twenty-five hogs are 
allowed at two ihillings a piece ; twenty-eight veals at twen­
ty-pence; forty b.mbs at ten pence or a fl1illing, p. 7· Thefe 
feem to be referved for my lord's table, or that of the upper 
fen'ants, called the knights'-table. The other fervants, as 
they e::~.~.. falted meat, almoil: through the whole year, and with. 
fJ\; or no vegetables, had a very bad and unhealthy diet: So 
that ther" cannot be any thing more erroneous, than the mag­
nificent ideas formed of the Roajl Beef of Old England. We 
muft en'Pt·tain as mean an idea of its clcanlinefs: Only feven­
ty ells of Jjnen at eight-pence an ell are annually allowed for 
this great family: No iheets were ufed: This linen was made 
jnto ejght table-cloths for my lord's table; and one table­
cloth for the knights, p. 16. Thic; laft, I fupP.ofe, was wailied 
only once a month. Only forty ihilling~ arc allowed for wafh­
ing throughout the whole year; and moil: of it feems expended> 
on. the linen belonging to the chapel. The drinking, how­
e\ er, was tolerable, namely, ten tuns and two hogfi1eads; of 
G:tfcogny wine, at the r:!te of four pounds thirteen fl1illings 
and four-pence a tun, p. 6. Only ninety-one dozen of candles 
for the whole year~ p. 14- The family rofe at :fix in the morn­
ing, dineJ at ten, and 1upped at four in the afternoon: The 
gates we;:c all ihut at nine, and no farther ingrefs or egrefs per­
mitted, p. 3 I 4, 3 18. lVI y lord and lady have fet on their tabl<! 
for breakfaft at fevcn o'clock in the morning a quart of beer; 
as much wine; two pieces of fait fiili, :fix red-herrings, four 
white ones, or a diili of fprats. In flefi1 days half a chyne of 
mutton, or a chyne of beef boiled, p. 73, 7 5. Mafs is or­
dered to be ['lid at fix o'clock, in order, fays the houfehold­
book, that all my lord's fervants may rife early, p. 170. Only 
twenty-four fires are allowed, befide the kitchen and hall, and 
moft of thefe have only a peck of coals a day allowed them, 
P· 99· After Lady-day, no fires permitted in the rooms, ex­
cept half-fires in my lord's and lady's, and lord Piercy's and 
the nurfery, p. 101. It is to be obferved that my lord kept 
houfe in Yorkiliire, where there is certainly much cold wea-· 
ther after Lady-day. Eighty chalders of coals at four fhillings 
and two-pence a chalder, fuffices throughout the whole year; 

and 
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and becaufe coal will not burn without wood, fays the lioufe­
hold-book, fixty-four loads of great wood are alfo allowed, at 
twelve-pence a load, p. 22. This is a proof that grates 
were not then ufed. Here is an article. It is decvifed that 

from. hmceforth no capotzs to he hought hut only for my lord's oru.·n 

mefi, and that the faid capons Jhall he bought for two-pence a 

piece, lean, and fed itz the poultry; and majler chamberlain and 

the Jle·wards he fed with capon , if there he Jlrangers .fitting witb J 

them, p. 102. Pigs are to be bought at three-pence or a groat 
a piece: Geefe at the fame price : Chickens at a halfpenny : 
Hens at two-pence, and only for the abovcmcntioned tables. 
Here is another article. Item, It is thought good that 110 plo<vers 
he hought at 110 Jeafon hut o11ly itt Chrijlnzas a11d principal feajls, 
a11d my lord to he fer<ved therewith and his hoard-end, and none 

other, and to he hought fot· a pmny a piece, or a pmny halj}enny at 

mojf, p. 103. Woodcocks are to be bought at the fame price. 

Partridges at two-pence, p. 104, 105. Pheafants, aihilling; 
p~acocks the fame, p. 106. My lord keeps only twenty­
feven horfcs in his fl:able at his own charge : His upper fer­
v:mts have allowance for maintaining their own horfes, p. 1 z6. 
Thefe horfes are, fix gentle horfes, as they are called, at hay and 
hard meat throughout the whole year, four palfreys, three hob­
bies and nags, three fumpter horfes, fix horfes for thofe fervants 

to whom my lord furniihes a horfe, two fumpter horfes more, 
and three mill horfes, two for carrying the corn and one for 

grinding it; whence we may infer that mills, either water or 
wind-mills, were then unknown, at leafl: very rare: Befides 
thefe, there are feven great trotting horfes for the chariot or 
waggon. He allows a peck of oats a day, befides loaves made 
of beans, for his principal horfes; the oats at twenty pence, 
the beans at two ihillings a quarter. The load of hay is at 

two ihillings and eight-pence. When my lord is on a journey, 
he carries thirty-fix horfemcn along with him ; together with 
bed and other accommodation, p. I 57. The inns, it feems, 
could afford nothing tolerable. My lord paffes the year in 
three country-feats, all in Yorkil1ire, Wryfel, Leckenfield, 
and Topclyffe ; but he has furniture only for one : He car­
ries every thing along with him, beds, tables, chairs, kitchen 
utenfils, all which, we may conclude, were fo coarfe, that 

they 
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could not be fpoilt by the carriage: Yet feventeen carts and 
one waggon f ufriccs for the whole, p. 3 9 1. 0 ne cart fuffices 
for all his kitchen uten:lils, cooks beds, &c. p. 388. One re­
markable circumfi:ance is, that he has eleven prieHs in his 
houfe, bc:lides feventcen perfons, chanters, mu:licians, &c. 
belonging to his chapel : Yet he has only two cooks for a fa:­
mily of 223 perfons, p. 3z5 ~'. Their meals were certainly 
dreifed in the flovenly manner of a fhip's company. It is 
a.mu:ling to obferve the pompous and even royal fi:yle affumed 
by this Tartar chief: He does not give any orders, though 
only for the right making of mufrard; but it is introduced 
with this preamble, It fiemeth good to us and our comzci/. If 
we coniider the magnificent and elegant manner in which the 
Venetian and other Italian noblemen then lived, with the 
progrefs made by the Italians in literature and the fine arts~ we 
ihall not wonder that they confidered the ultramountaine na­
tions as barbarous. The Flemifh alfo feem to have much ex­
celled the Englifh and even th~ French. Yet the earl is fame­
times not deficient in genero:lity: He pays for infi:ance, an an­
nual pen:lion of a groat a year to my lady of Wal:lingham, for 
her intercfr in Heaven; the :f:'lme fum tG the holy blood at 
Hales, p. 337· No mention is a~1y where madeofplate; but 
only of the hiring of pewter vefiels. The fervants feem all 
to have bought their own cloaths from their wages. 

• In another placr, mention is made of four cooks, p. 388. But I fup­
pore, that the two fervants, called in P• 32 5, groom of the larder and child 
of the fcullery, are in p. 388. comprehended in the number of cooks. 

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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