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§(ueen's popularity--Re-eftablijhment of the pro:. 

teftant religion--A parliament-Peace with 
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I N a nation fo divided as the Englilh, it could fcarcely c H A P. 

be expected, that the death of one fovereign, and the ~ 
acceffion of another, who was generally believed to JSS8• 

have embraced oppofite principles to thofe which pre-
vailed, could be the objeCt of univerfal fatisfaCtion: Yet 

VoL. V. B {o 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

c R A P. {o much were men difpleafed v.ith the prefent conduct of 
Jr;XXVIll. . fi . d f f ~affairs, and fuch apprehen 1ons were entertame o u-

TSS.s· turity, that the people, overlooking their thPological 
~een s po- · 1 d c · d · l ' 
pulatity. difputes, exprdfed a genera an un1e1gne JOY 1 

1c.t t.1e 

fcepter _had paffed into the hand of Elizabeth. That 

princefs had difcovered great prudence in her cond uB: 

during the reign of her fifi:er; and as men were fenflble 

of the imminent danger, to which !he was every moment 

cxpofed, compaffion towards her fituation, and concern 

for her fafety, had rendered her, to an uncommon degree, 

the favourite of the nation. A parliament had been af

(embled a few days before Mary's death; and when 

Heathe, archbiiliop of York, then chancellor, notified to 

them that event, fcarcely an interval of regret appe~red; 
and the two houfes immediately refounded with the joy

ful acclamations of " God fave queen Elizabeth: Long 

" and happily may £he reign." The people, lefs aCtuated 

by faction, and lefs influenced by _private views, ex

preffed a joy fl:ill more general and hearty on h..er procla

mation; and the aufpicious commencement of this reign 

prognofi:icated that felicity and glory, which, during its 

whole courfe, fo uniformly attended it a. 

ELIZABETH was at Hatfi.eld when fhe heard of her 

fifrer's death ; and after a few days fhe went thence 

to London through crowds of people, who fhove with 

each other in giving her the fi:rongefi: tefiimony of their 

affection. On her entrance into the Tower, lhe could 

not forbear rcfleB:ing on the great difference between her 

prefe;:nt fortune and that which a few years before had at

tended her, when ilie was conduCted to that place as a 

prifoner, and lay there expofed to all the bigotted malig

nity of her enemies. She fell on her knees, and exprefi~d 

her thanks to Heaven, for the deliverance, which the Al
mighty had granted her from her bloody perfecutors; a 

a Burnet1 vol. ii. P• 373• 
deliverance, 



3 
deliverance, lhe faid, no lefs miraculous than that which c H A P. 

. Th' .n. [XXXVIII. Daniel had received from the den of lions. 1s au o ~ 
pious gratitude feems to have been the lafi: circumfl:ance, 1558• 

in which lhe remembered any paft hardlhips and injuries~. 
With a prudence and magnanimity truly laudable, fhe 

buried all offences in oblivion, and received with affabi-
lity even thofe who had aCted with the greateft malevo-
lence againfl: her. Sir Harry Bennifield himfelf, to whofe 
cufi:ody lhe had been committed, and who had treated her 
with feverity, never felt, during the whole courfe of her 
reign, any effeCls of her refentment h, Yet was not the 
gracious reception, which !he gave, profiitute and un
difiinguilhing. When the bilhops came in a body to 
make their obeifance to her, lhe exprelfed to all of them 

fentiments of regard ; except to Bonner, from whom ihe 
turned afide, ·as from a man polluted with blood, who 
was a juft object of horror to every heart fufceptible of 
humanity c:. 

AFTER employing a few days in ordering her domefi:ic 
affairs, Elizabeth notified to foreign courts, her fifier's 
death, and her own acceffion. She fent Lord Cobham 
t@ the Low Countries, where PhiJip then refided; and 
!he took care to exprefs to that monarch, her gratitude 
for the proteCtion which he had afforded her, and her 

defire of perfevering in that friendlhip which had fo hap
pily commenced between them. Philip, who had long 

forefeen this event, and who fiill hopf'd, by means of 
Elizabeth, to obtain that dominion over England, of 
which he had failed in efpoufing Mary, immediately 
difpatched orders to the duke of Feria, his ambalfador at 
London, to make propofals of marriage to the queen; 

and he offered to procure from Rome a difpenfation for 
that purpofe. But Elizabeth foon came to the refolution 

· of declining the propofal. She faw, that the nation had 

b Burnet, vol. ii. p. 374• c Ibid, Heylin, p. Jo:z. 
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c H A P. entertained an extreme averfim to the Spaniih alliance 

~ cl uring her fifrer's reign ; and oat one great eau [e of the 

J558. popularity, which !he herfelf eJjoyed, \vas the profpeB: of 

being freed, by her means, fom the danger of foreign 

fubjection. She was fcnfible, that her affinity with Phi

lip was ex:1C'tly fimilar to that )f her father with Cathe

rine of Arragon; and that he" marrying that monarch 

was, in effeCt, declaring herflf illegitimate, and inca

pable of fucceeding to the hrone. And though the 

power of the Spanilh monardy might frill be fufficient, 

in oppofition t~ all pretender; to fupport her title, her 

mafculine fpirit difdained f1ch precarious dC:>minion, 

which, as it would depend f<Jely on the power of ano

ther, muft be exercifed accoding to his inclinations·\ 

But while thefe views preverted her from entertaining 

any thoughts of a marriage wih Philip, the gave him an 

obliging, though evafive, anwer; and he frill retained 

fuch hopes of fuccefs, that hefent a meffenger to Rome, 

with orders to folicit the difpe1fation. 

'I'he queen too, on her fifer's death, had written to 

Sir Edward Carne, the Englih ambaffador at Rome, to 

notify her acceffion to the poje; but the precipitate na

ture of Paul broke through allthe cautious meafures con

certed by this young princefs. He told Carne, that Eng

land was a fief of the holy fee; and it was great temerity 

in Elizabeth to have affumed without his participation, 

the title and authority of qteen: That being illegiti
mate, fhe could not poilibly inherit that kingdom; nor 

COI.J.ld he annul the fentence 1ronounced by Clement VII. 

and Paul IlL with regard b Henry's marriage: That 

\vere he to proceed with ri:our, he fhould puniih this 

criminal invafion of his riglts, by rejecting all her ap
plications; but being willin~ to treat her with paternal 

indulgence, he would ftill leep the door of grace open 

cl Camden in Kennet, P• 370, Burnet, vol, ii. p. 37S• 

to 
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to her: And that if lhe wmld renounce a11 pretenfions to c H A P. 

d {i b . . 1 h. '}) .11.. .11.. ld XXXVIII. the crown, an u m1t ertue y to 1s WJ , we mou '--"v---J 

experience the utmoft lenitJ, compatible with the dignity tssi. 
of the apofiolic fee e. Wren this anfwer was reported 
to Elizabeth, ihe was afio1ilhed at the charaCter of that 
aged pontiff; and having recalled her ambaifador, fue 
continued with more detrmined refolution to purfue 
thofe meafures, which aready 1he had fecretly em-
braced. 

THE queen, not to alam the partizans of the catholic 
religion, had retained ele~n of her filler's counfellors; 
but in order to balance th~ir authority, fhe added eight 
more, who were known t> be inclined to the protef-
tant communion; the maquis of Northampton, the earl Re-e1ia-

B d S. Th n.. s· Ed R s· blifhmentof of edfor , 1r omas nrry, Ir ward ogers, Ir tte protef-

.f\.mbrofe Cave, Sir FrancisKnol1es, Sir Nicholas Bacon, t~nt reli-
slOn. 

whom the created lord keeper, and Sir Wil1iam CeciJ, 
fecretary of frate r. With thefe counfellors, particularly 
Cecil, fhe frequently deliterated concerning the expedi· 
ency of refi:oring the protdl:ant religion, and the means 
of executing that great en:erprifc. Cecil told her, that 
the greater part of the nation had, ever fince her father's 
reign, inclined to the refornation; and though her fifi:er 
had confirained them to 1rofefs the ancient faith, the 
1=ruelties, exercifed by her minifrers, had frill more alie
nated their affections from t: That happily the interefrs 
of the fovereign here concurred with the inclinations of 
the people; nor W3S her ttle to the crown compatible 
with the authority of the Roman pontiff: That a fen
tence, fo folemnly pronourced by two popes againfi: her 
mother's marriage, could rot poffibly be recalled, with-
out in~itling a mortal womd on the credit of the fee of 
Rome; and even if 1he wer: allowed to retain the crown, 
it would only be on ~n uncrtain and dependant footing: 

f Strype's Ann, vvl, j, p. S• 

B 3 That 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L AN l). 

c H A P. That this circumfiance alone counterbalanced all dang~rs 
X:XXVlll. r. d h r. 1 'f l ~ whatfoever; and thete angers t emte ves, 1 narrow y 

1558. examined, would be found very little formidable: That 
the curfes and execrations of the Romiili chureh, when 
not feconded by militq.ry force, were, in the prefent age, 
more an objeCl: of ridicule than of terror, apd had ~ow as 
little influence in this world as in the next: That though 
the bigotry or ambition of Henry 9r Philip might incline 
them to execute a fentence of excommunicatioJ? againft 
her, their interefis were fo incompatible, that they never 
could concur in any plan of operations; and the enmity 
of the one would always enfure to her the friend!hip of 
the other: That if they encouraged the difcontents of her 
~atholic fu bjeCl:s, thtir dominions alfo abounded with pro
tefiants, and it would be eafy to retaliate upon them : 
That even fuch of the Englifh as feemed at prefent zeal
oufiy attached to the catholic faith, would, mofi of them~ 
embrace the religion of their new fovereign ; and the na· 
tion had of late been fo much accuftomed to thefe revo
lutions, that men had lo.fl: all idea of truth and falfehood 
in fuch fubj ects: That the authority of Henry VIII. f~ 
highly raifed by many concurring circumfiances, firft 
enured the people to this fubmiffive deference; and it was 
the lefs difficult for fucceeding princes to continue the 
nation in a track, to which it h·ad fo lon()' been accuf-

. • . 0 

tomed : And that it would be eafy for ht r, by befiowing 
on protefiants ~H pref~rn~ent in civil offices and the mi
litia, the church and the univedities, both to enfure her 
own au~ority, apd to render her r~ligion entirely predo-

minant g. 

~HE education of Elizabeth, as well as her intereft, 
led her to favour the reformation ; and £he remained not 
long in fufpence with regard to the party, which £he 
iliould embrace. But thou()'h determined in her own 
• • . 0 . 

~ E\!rnet vol. ii. p. ~77• Camden, p. 370, · . . 



ELIZABETH. 1 

tn it d, !he refolved to proceed by gradual and fecure :!leps, c H A P. 

d . . h I f M . . XXXVIII. a n not to tmttate t e examp e o ary, m encouragmg ~ 
the bigots of her party to make immediately a violent in- ISsS. 

valion on the eftablilhed religion h. She thought it re-
quifite, however, to difcover fuch fymptoms of her in-
tentions, as might give encouragement to the protefiants, 
fo much depreffed by the late violent perfecutions. She 
i1nmediately recalled all the exiles, and gave liberty to the 
prifoners, who were confined on account of rel igion. We 
are told of a plea fan try of one Rains ford on this occafion, 
who faid to the queen, that he had a petition to prefent 
her in behalf of other prifoners called Matthew, :rYiark, 
Luke, and John: She readily replied, that it behoved her 
firfl: to confult the prifoners themfelves, and to learn of 
them whether they defired that liberty, which he de-
manded for them i, 

ELIZABETH alfo proceeded to exert, in favour of the 
reformers, fome aCl:s of power which were authorized by 
the extent of royal prerogative, during that age. Find
ing, that the proteftant teachers, irritated by perfecution, 
broke out in a furious attack on the ancient fuperfl:ition, .. 
and that the Romanifl:s replied with no lefs zeal and acri
mony, fhe publilhed a proclamation, by which lhe inhi
bited all preaching without a fpeciallicence k; and though 
fbe difpenfed with thefe orders in favour of fome preach
ers of her own feet, fhe took care, that they fhould be 
the moft calm and moderate of the party. She alfo fuf
pended the laws fo far as to order a great part of the fer
vice; the litany, the Lord's prayer, the creed, and the 
gofpels; to be read in Englilh. And having firft pub
lifhed injuntl:ions, that all the churches fhould conform 
themfelves to the practice of her own chapel, fhe forbade 
the hofte to be any more elevated i'rt her prefence ; an 

• Burnet, vol. ii. P• 378.. Camd~n, p. 371. 
~ Hcylin, p. JO~. Strype, vol. i. P• 41. 
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c H A P. innovation, which, however frivolous it may appear, im.; 
XXXVIII. . a · l r 1 
~· phtd the mon. matena con1equences • 

155&. THESE declarations of her intention, concurring with 

preceding fufpicions, made the bifuops forefee with cer·· 

tainty a revolution in religion. They therefore refufed 

to officiate at her coronation; and it was with fome dif
ficulty, that the bi!hop of Carlifle _was at Jafi prevailed 

on to perform the ceremony. When !he was conduCted 

through London, amidft the joyful acclamations of her 
fubjctl:s, a boy, who perfonated Truth, was let down 
from one of the triumphal'arches, and prefented to her a 

copy of the Bible. She received the book with the moft 

gracious deportment; placed it next her bofom; and de .. 
dared, that, amidfl: all the cofily teftimonies, which the 

~ity had that day given her of their attachment, this pre

fe~1t was by far the moft precious and mofl: acceptable m. 

Such were the innocent artifices, by which Elizabeth 

infinuated herfelf into the affeB:ions of her fubjeB:s. Ope{\ 
in her addrefs, graciqus and affable in all public appear
ances, !he rejoiced in the concourfe of her fubjeB:s, en~ 
tered i~1to all their pleafures and amufements, and with

out departing from her dignity, which £he knew well 
how to preferv~, ilie acquired a popularity beyond what 
any of her predeceHors or fucce{fors ever could attain. 

Her own fex exulted W fee a woman ho~~ the reins of 
empire with fuch prudence and fortitude: And while a 
young princefs of twenty-five years (for that was her age 

at her acceffion) who poffe[ed all the graces and infinua

tion, though not all the beauty of her fex, courted the 

~ffeCl.ions of individuals by her civilities, of the public by 
~er fervices, her authority, though corroborated by the 
frritl:efr bands of law and religion, appeared to be derived 

entirely from the choice and inclination of the people. 

1 Camden, p. 3?.'· Heylin, p. 104. Strype, vol. i. p. 54• Stowe, P• 635. 

'l1 2urn~t, vol. u, P• 3So, Strype, vol. i. p. ~9• 



ELIZABETH. 

A SovEREIGN of this difpo!ition was not likely to of- C H A P. 

fend her fubjech by any ufelefs or violent exertions of~ 
power; and Elizabeth, though fhe threw out fuch hints 155i• 

as encouraged the protefiants, delayed the entire change 
~f religion till the meeting of the parliament, which was A parlU. _ 

fummoned to affemble. The eleetions had gone entirely mmt. 

againfr the catholics, who feem not indeed to have made 
. any great firuggle for the fuperiority n; and the houfes 

met, in a difpofition of gratifying the queen in every 
particular, which fhe could defire of them. They began 
the feffion with an unanimous declaration, '' that queen 
" Elizabeth was, and ought to be, as well by the word 
" of God, as the common and fiatute laws of the realm~ 
" the lawful, undoubted, and true heir to the crown, law
" fully defcended from the blood-royal, according to the 
" order of fucceffion, fettlcd in the 35th of Henry VIII o ." 

'This aB: of recognition was probably dicrated by the 
queen herfelf and her minifiers; and fue fhewed her mag
panimity, as well as moderation, in the terms, which lhe 
employed on that occafion. She followed not Mary's 
praetice In declaring the validity of her mother's mar
riage, or in exprefly repealing the act formerly made againft 
per own legitimacy: She knew, that this attempt muft 
pe attended with refleCtions on her father's memory, and 
!>n t~e birth of her deceafed !ifier; and as all the world 
was fenfible, that Henry's divorce from Anne Boleyn was 
mere] y the effecr of his ufual violence and caprice, ihe 
fcorned to found her title on any aa of an affembly, which 
~ad too ~uch profrituted its authority by its former vari-

!I Notwithlhnqing the byafs of the nation towards the proteftant feel, it 
appear~, that fome violence, at leaft according to our prtfent ideas, was ufed 
in thefe elections : Five candidates were nominated by the court to each 
borougb. and three to each county; and by the fheriffs authority the membert 
were chofen from among t~efe candidat~•· s,~ jl~fi papm calleBed by Edtvard 
earl ofClarendon, p. 91~ 

' 1 Eliz. cap . 3• 

ab I~, 
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c H A P. able, fervile, and iniquitous deci!ions. Satisfied therefore 
XXXVIII. • th l . . . d . h d th. ran. ~ m e genera optmon entertame w1t regar to ts 1; et, 

15)1. which appeared the more undoubted, the lefs anxiety fhe 
difcovered in fortifying it by votes and enquiries; fhe 
took poffeffion of the throne, both as her birthright, and 
as enfured to her by former acts of parliament; and fhe 

never appeared anxious to difringuilh thefe titles P. 

THE fid.l: bill brought into parliament with a view of 
tryi~ their difpofition on the head of religion, was that 

for fuppreffing the monafreries late!y erected, and for re· 
fioring the tenth3 and firft-fruits to the queen. This 

point being gained without much difficul~y, a bill was 
next introduced, annexing the fupremacy to the crown; 

and though the queen was there denominated zavernefi, , 
not head, of the church, it conveyed the fame exten!ive 

power, which, under the latter title, had been exercifed 
by her father and brother. All the bilhops who were 
prefent in the upper hou.fe ftrenuoufly oppofed this law_; 

and as they poffefTed more learning than the temporal 

peers, they triumphed in the debate; but the majority of 

voices in that houfe, as well as among the commons, was 

againft them. By this aCl: th~ crown, without the con
c'urrence, either of the parliament or even of the convo· 
cation, was vefted with the whole fpiritual power; might 

reprefs alJ. herefies, might efrablifu or repeal all canons, 

might alter every point of difcipline, and might ordain 

or abolifh any religious rite or ceremony q. In determin

ing herefy, the fovereign was oply limited (if that could 

be called a limitation) to fuch doB:rines as had been ad

judged herefy, by the authority of the Scripture, by the 
firft four general councils, or by any general council, which 

followed the Scri pt!!re ?-~ ~heir rule, or to fuch other doe ... 

P Camden, p. 371.. ~eyli~, p. 107, 108. 
g t 'Eliz. cap. •· This latl power was anew recogn:zed in the aa of uni-

fo;:mity, 1 Eli,;, caf• ~· ,, •· 
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trines as lhould hereafter be denominated herefy by the c H A P. 

1. d . I d ·r. h" XXXV~II. par 1ament an convocation. n or er to exerc11e t 1s ~ 
authority, the queen, by a claufe of the aCt, was em- 155s. 

powered to name commiffioners, either laymen or clergy-
men, as lhe lhould think proper; and on this claufe was 
afterwards founded the court of ecclefiafiical commiffion ; 
which affumed large difcretionary, not.to fay arbitrary 
powers, totally incompatible with any exaCt boundaries in 
the conftitution. Their proceedings indeed were only 
confifient with abfolute monarchy; but were entirely fuit-
able to the genius of the aCt on which they were eftablifu-
ed ; an aCt that at once gave the crown alone all the 
power, which had formerly been claimed by the popes, 
but which even thefe ufurping prelates had never been 
able fully to exercife, without fome concurrence of the 
national clergy. 

WHOEVER refufed to take an oath, acknowledging the 
queen's fupremacy, was incapacitated from holding any 
offi~e; whoever denied the fupremacy, or attempted to 
deprive the queen of that prerogative, forfeited, for the 
firft offence, all his goods and chattels; for the fecond, 
was fubjecred to the penalty of a premunire; but the 
third offence was declared treafon. Thefe punilhments, 
however fevere, were lefs rigorous than thofe which were 
formerly, during t.he reigns of her father and brother, in
~iB:ed in like cafes. 

A LAW was paffed, confirming all the fl:atutes enaCled 
in king Edward's time with regard to religion r: The 
nomination tJf bilhops was given to the crown with
out any eleB:ion of the chapters : The queen was em
powered, on the vacancy of any fee, to feize all the tem
poralities, and to befiow on the bi!hop-elecr an equivalent 
i,1 the impropriations belonging to the crown. This pre
~nded equivalent was commonly ~uch inferior in value; 

r 1 ~~i~, cap. ;, 
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c H A P. and thus the queen, amidfl: all her concern for re
XXXVIII. ligion followed the example of the preceding reform-
~ ' • £:11.' l 

1$58. ers, in committing depredat10ns on the eccle~1au1ca 

revenues. 
THE bifuops and all incumbents were prohibited 

from alienating their revenues, and from letting leafes 

longer than twenty-one years or three lives. This law 
feemed to be meant for fecuring the property of the 

church; but as an exception was left in favour of the 
crown, great abufes frill prevailed. It was ufual for the 

courtiers during this reign, to make an agreement with 
a bifuop or incumbent; and to procur~ a fitl:itious aliena
tion to the queen, who afterwards transferred the lands 
to the perfon agreed on s, This method of pillaging the 
church was not remedied till the beginning of J ames I. 
The prefent depreffion of the clergy expofed them to 
all injuries ; and the laity never fiopped, till they had 

reduced the church to fuch poverty, that her plunder 
was no longer a compenfation for the odium incurred 

by it. 
A SOLEMN and public difputation was held during this 

feffion, in prefence of lord keeper Bacon, between the 

divines of the protefl:ant and thofe of the catholic com

munion. The champions, appointed to defend the reli
gion of the fovereign, were, as in all former inftances, 
entirely triumphant; and the popi1h difputants, being 

pronounced refraCtory and obftinate, were even punilhed 
by imprifonment t. Emboldened by this viCl:ory, the 

protefiants ventured on the lafi and mofi important ftep, 

and brought into parliament a bill u for abolilhing the 
mafs, and re-efi:ablifhing the liturgy of king Edward. 
Penalties were enatl:ed, as well againfi thofe who de

parted from this mode of worfhip, as ag~inft thofe who 

~bfented themfelves from the church and the facraments~ 

• Strype~ vol. i. p. 79• t Ibid. P• 95~ u J E.liz, cap. :. 

And 
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And thus in one feffion, without any violence, tumult, c H A P. 

or clamour, was the whole fyftem of religion altered, on~ 
the very commencement of a reign, and by the will of a ·1sss. 
young woman, whofe title to the crown was by many 
thought liable to great objeCtions : An event, which, 
though it may appear furprifing to men in the prefent age, 
was every where expected on the firfi: intelligence of Eli-
zabeth's acceffion. 

THE commons alfo made a facrifice to the queen, 
more difficult to obtain than, that of any articles of faith: 
They voted a fubfidy of four fhillings in the pound on 
land, and two fhillings and eight pence on moveables, to
gether with two fifteenths w. The houfe in no infi:ance 
departed from the mofi: refpeB:ful deference and complai
fance towards the queen. Even the importunate addrefs 
which they made her on the conclufion of the feffion, to 

fix her choice of a hufband, could not, they fuppofed, 
be very difagreeable to one of her fex and age. The ad
drefs was couched in the mofl: refpectful expreffions ; yet 
met with a refufal from the queen. She told the fpeaker, 
that, as the application from the houfe was conceived in 
general terms, only recommending marriage, without 
pretending to direCl: her choice of a hufband, lhe could 
not take offence at the addrefs, or regard it otherwife 
than as a new infi:ance of their affectionate attachment to 
her : That any farther interpofition on their part would 
have ill become either them to make as fubjeB:s, or her 
to bear as an independant princefs: That even while !he 
was a private perfon, and expofed to much danger, lhe 
had alwaya declined that engagement, which £he regarded 
as an incumbrance; much more, at prefent, would the 
perfevere in this fentiment, when the charge of a great 
kingdom was committed to her, and her life ought to be 
entirely devoted to promoting the interefts of religion 

w See note [ ~] at the end of the volume, 
and 
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c H A P. and the happinefs of her fubjeB:s: That as England was 
~her hufband, wedded to her by this pledge (and ~ere ~e 

J559• fuewed her finger with the fame gold ring upon It, wtth 
which £he had folemnly betrothed herfelf to the king• 
do m at her inauguration) fo all Engli£hmen were her 
children; and while £he was employed in rearing or go• 
verning fuch a family, !he could not deem herfelf barren, 

or her life ufelefs and unprofitable : That if £he ever 
entertained thoughts of changing her condition, the care 
of her fubjeB:s' welfare would frill be uppermo!l: in her 
thoughts; but £hould £he live and die a virgin, £he 
doubted not but divine Providence, feconded by their 

counfels and her own meafures, would be able to prevent 
all difpute with regard to the fucceffiou, and fecure them 
a fovereign, who, perhaps . better than her own iffue, 
would imitate her example, in loving and cherifhing her 
people : And that for her part, £he defired that no higher 
charatl:er, or fairer remembrance of her fhould be tranf
mitted to poiterity, than to have this infcription engraved 
on her tomb-ftone, when £he £hould pay the lafr debt to 
nature;, " Here lies Elizabeth, who lived and died a 

" maiden queen x,', 
lth May. AFT ER the prorogation of the parliament Y, the laws, 

enaB:ed with regard to religion, were put in execution, 
and met with little oppofition from any quarter. The 
liturgy was again introduced in the vulgar tongue, and 
the oath of fupremacy was tendered to the clergy. The 
number of bifhops had been reduced to fourteen by a 
fickly feafon, which preceded; and all thefe, except the 

bi!hop of Landaffe, having refufed compliance, were de-

x Camdem, p. 375· Sir Simon d'Ewes. 
Y It is tho~ght remarkable by Camden, that though this (effion was the 

firft of the re1gn, no perfon was attainted; hut on the contrary fome re
ftored in blood by the parliament. A good fymptom of the lenit; at leail 
of the prud:nce, of the quee_n's government; and that it !hould ;ppear te
Jl)Mkable, 1s a pxoof of the ngout of precedina reigns, 

graded 
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graded from their fees: But of the inferior clergy C H A P. 
· XXXVIII. throughout all England, where there are near 1 o,ooo "'---...r---1 

parifhes, only eighty rectors and vicars, fifty/ prebendaries, •559• 
fifteen heads of colleges, twelve archdeacons, and as 
many deans, facrificed their livings to their religious 
principles t;• Thofe in high eccle~afric fiations, being 
expofed to the eyes of the public, feem chiefly to have 
placed a point of honour in their perfeverance; but on 
the whole, the protefrants, in the former change intro-
duced by Mary, appear to have been much more rigid 
and confcientious. Though the catholic religion, adapt-
ing itfelf to the fenfes, and enjoining obfervances, which 
enter into the common train of life, does at prefent lay 
fafter hold on the mind than the reformed, which, being 
chiefly fpiritual, refembles more a fyftem of metaphyfics; 
yet was the proportion of zeal, as well as of know-
ledge, during the firft ages after the reformation, much 
greater on the fide of the protefiants. The Catholics 
continued, ignorantly and fupinely, in their ancient 
belief, or rather their ancient practices : But the reform-
ers, obliged to difpute on every occafion, and inflamed 
to a degree of enthufiafm by novelty and perfecution, had 
firongly attached themfelves to their tenets; and were 
ready to facrifice their fortunes and even their lives, in 
fupport of their fpeculative and abftraB: principles. 

THE forms and ceremonies, fl:ill preferved in the Eng
li!h liturgy, as they bore fome refemblance to the ancient 
fervice, tended farther to reconcile the catholics to the 
efiablilhed religion; and as the queen permitted no other 
mode of worfhip, and at the fame time ftruck out every 
thing that could be offenfive to them in the new liturgy 2

, 

even thofe who were addicted to the Romi!h communion 
made no fcruple of attending the efiablilhed church. 

z Camden, p. 376, Heylin, p. 115. Strype, vol, i, p. 73· with {ome 
wall variations. a Heylin, P· IIlo 

Had 
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c H A P. Had Elizabeth gratified her own inclinations, the exterior 
XXXVIII. · h · h h. f · 11 .th the ~appearance, wh1c IS t e c te c1rcumn:ance Wl . 

JS59· people, would have been frill more fimilar between the 
new and the ancient form of worihip. Her love of ftate 
and magnificence, which !he affeCted in every thing, in
fpired her with an inclination towards the pomp of the 
catholic religion; and it was merely in compliance with 
the prejudices of her party, that !he gave up either ima
ges or the addreffes to faints, or prayers for the dead b. 

Some foreign princes interpofed to procure the Romaniih 
the privilege of feparate affemblies in particular cities, 
but the ~ueen would not comply with their requefr; and 
fhe reprefented the manifefr danger of difturbing the na-

Peace with 
France, 

tional p'eace by a toleration of different religions c. 

WHILE the queen and parliament were employed in 

fettlihg the public religion, the negociations for a peace 
were frill condutl:ed, firft at Cercamp, then at Cateau

Cambrefis, between the minifters of France, Spain, and 

England; and Elizabeth, though equally prudent, was 
not equally fuccefsful in this tranfaaion. Philip employ• 
ed his utmoft efforts to procure the reflitution of Calais, 
both as bound in honour to indemnify England, which, 
merely on his account, had been drawn into the war; 

and as engaged in intereft to remove France to a diftance 

from his frontiers in the Low Countries. So long as he 

entertained hopes of efpoufing the queen, he delayed con• 
eluding a peace wfth Henry; and even after the change 
of religion in England deprived him of all fuch views, 
his minifters hinted to her a propofal, which may be re· 
garded as reafonable and honourable. Though all his 
own terms with France were fettled, he feemed willing 
to continue the war, till fue !hould obtain fatisfaetion; 
provided fue would ftipulate to adhere to the Spaniili 

b Burnet, vol. ii. p. 376, 397· Camden, P• 371. c: Camden, 

p. 37S. Strype1 vol. i. p. 1501 370; 
alliance, 
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alliance, and ·continue hofiilities againfi Henry, during the r. J.T A t>. 
• . . XXXVIII. courfe of fix years · : But Elizabeth, after confultmg '--"v--1 

with her .miniil:ers, wifely rejected this propofal. She JSJ9• 

was fenfible of the low Hate of her finances; the great 
debts contracred by her father, brother, and fifier; the 
diforders introduced into every part of the adminiftra-
tion; the divifions by which her people were agitated; 
and lhe was convinced that nothing but tranquillity dur-
ing fome years coulJ bring the kingdom again into a 
flourilhing condition, or enable her to aCl: with dignity 
and vigour, in her tranfatlions with foreign nations. 
Well acquainted with the value which Henry' put upon 
Calais, and the impoffibility, during the prefent emer-
gence, of recovering it by treaty, fhe was willing rather 
to fufter that lofs, than fubmit to fuch a dependence 
on Spain, as fuc muil: expcCl: to fall into,_ if ihe conti-
nued pertinacioufly in her prefent demand. She ordered, 
therefore, her ambafl::tdors, lord Effingham, the bilhop 
of Ely, and Dr. Wotton, to conclude the negociation; 

. and to fett1e a peace with Henry, on any reafonable 
terms. Henry oft~red to ftipulate a marriage between 
the eldeft daughter of the dauphin, and the eldeil: fon of 
Elizabeth; and to engage for the reil:itution of Calais as 
the dowry of that princefs e; but as the queen was fcn

lible, that this treaty would appear to the world a pal
pable evafion, lhe infiil:ed upon more equitable, at leail:, 
more plaufible conditions. It was at lafr agreed, that 

Henry lhould reil:ore Calais at the expiration of eight 
years; that, in cafe of failure, he fhou)d pay five hundred 
thoufand crowns, and the qucen's title to Calais fl:ill re
main; that he fhould find the fecurity of [even or eight 
foreign merchants, not natives of France, for the pay
ment of this fum; that he lhould deliver five hofiages 
till that fecurity were provided.; that if Elizabeth broke 

d Forbes's Full View, vol, i. p. )9• 

VoL. V. C 
e Forbes1 vol. j. P• 54• 

the 
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c H A r. the peace with France or Scotland during the interval, 
xxxvm. . 1 · 1 c 1 · b · f H ade "--v-- {he ihould forfeit al t1t e to a a1s; ut 1 enry m 

1559· war on Elizabeth, he fhould be obliged immediately to 
refrore that fortrefs r. All men of penetration eaftly faw, 
that thefe ftipulations were but a colourable pretence for 
abandonina Calais; but they excuf~d the queen on ac
count of cl1e neceffity of h~r affairs; and they even ex
tolled her prudence, in fubmitting, without farther 
firugg1e, to that ncccffity. A peace with Scotland was 

a neceifary conf~quence of that with France. 
PHILIP and Henry terminated hofiilities by a mutual 

refl:itution of all places taken during the courfe of the 
war; and Philip efpoufed the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft 
daughter of France, formerly betrothed to his fon Don 
Carlos. The duke of Savoy married Margaret, Henry's 
fifrer, and obtained a n:fiitution of all his dominions of 
Savoy and Piedmont, except a few towns, retained by 
France. And thus general tranquillity feemed to be re-

fiored to Europe. 
Difguft be- BuT though pe~ce was concluded between France 
queen, and and England, there foon appeared a ground of quar-tween the 

Mf ary queen rel, of the mofi ferious nature, and which was after-
c Scots. . . wards attended wtth the mofl: Important confequences. 

The two marriages of Henry Vlll. that with Catherine 
of Arragon, and that with Anne Boleyn, were incom
patible with each other; and it feemed impoffible, that 
both of them could be regarded as valid and legal: But 
frill the birth of Elizabeth lay under fome difadvantages, 
to which that of her fifter, Mary, was not expo fed. 
Henry's firfr marriage had obtained the fanB:ion of all 
the powers, both civil and ecclefiafiical, which were 
then acknowledged in England; and it was natural, for 
protefiants as well as Romanifis, to allow, on account of 
the fincere intention of the parties, that their iifue ought 

f Foibes, p. 68. Rymer, tom~xv. P• 505, 
to 
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to be regarded as legitimate. But his divorce and fecond c H A P. 
. h d b 1 d d . d. n_ r. • } XXXVIJI. tnarnage a een cone u e m IrCcl: oppontton tot 1c~ 

fee of Rome; and though they had been ratified by the 1 559· 

authority both of the Englilh parliament and convoca-
tion, thofe who were firongly attached to the catholic 
communion, and who reafoned with great ihitl:nefs, 
were led to regard them as entirely in\'alid, and to deny 
altogether the queen's right of fucceffion. The next 
heir of blood was the queen of Scots, now married to 
the dauphin; and the great power of that princcfs, 
joined to her plaufible title, rendered her a formidable 
rival to Elizabeth. The king of France had fecrctly 
been foliciting at Rome a bull of excommunication 
againfi the queen; and the had here been beholden to 
the good offices of Philip, w!-lo, from intercfi: more than 
either friendlhip or generofity, had negociated in her 
favour, and had fuccefsfully oppofed the pretenfions of 
Henry. But the court of France was not difcouraged 
with this repulfe: The duke of Guife, and his brothers, 
thinking, that it would much augment their credit, if 
their niece fhould briug an acccffion of England, as fhe 
had already done of Scotland, to the crown of France, 
engaged the king not to neglect the cbim; and, by their 
perfuafion, he ordered his fon and daughter-in-law to 
affume openly the arms as well as title of England, and to 
quarter thefe arms on all their equipages, furnitu:-e, aml 
liveries. When the Englilh ambaffador complained of 
this injury, he could obtain nothing but an evafive an-

fwer; that as the queen of Scots was defcended from 
the blood royal of England, ilie was entitled, by the 
example of many princes, to affume the arrr.s of that 
kingdom. But bcfides that this pratl:ice had never pre-
vailed without permiffion being firfi: obtained, and with-
out making a vifible difference between the arms, Eliza-

beth plainly faw, that this pretenfion h:.~d not been ad-

C 1t vanced 
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cHAP. vanced during the reign of her fi{ler Mary; and that, 

~· therefore, the king of France intended, on the fidl op ... 

JS59· poitunity, to difpute her legitimacy, and her title to the 
crown. Alarmed at the danger, the thenceforth con

ceived a vio1ent jealoufy againfi the queen of Scots; and 
was determined, as far as poffible, to incapacitate Henry 

from the execution of his projeCt. The fudden death of 

that monarch, who was killed in a tournament at Pa

ris, while celebrating the efpoufals of his fifl:er with the 
duke of Savoy, altered not her views. Being informed 

that his fuccdfor, Francis II. frill continued to affume, 

without rcferve, the title of king of England, fhe began 
to confider him and his queen as her mortal enemies; and 

the pre(ent fituation of affairs in Scotland afforded her a 

favourable opportunity, both of revenging the injury, 

and providing for her own fafety. 

I\ ff'~ ir~ of 
lcotland, 

TsE murder of the cardinal-primate at St. Andrews 

had deprived the Scottifh catholics of a head, whofe 

feverity, courage, and capacity had rendered him ex

tremely formidable to the innovators in religion; and 

the execution of the laws againfr herefy began thence- · 
forth to be more remifs. The queen-regent govern
ed the kingdom by prudent and moderate counfels; 

and as ilie was not difpofed to facrifice the civil intere:fh 

of the fl:ate to the bigotry or interefts of the clergy, ilie 

deemed it more expedient to temporize, and to connive 

at the progrefs of a doCtrine, which fue had not power 

entirely to reprefs. When informed of the death of 
Edward, and the acceffion of Mary to the crown of 

England, ilie entertained hopes, that the Scottiih re .. 

formers, deprived of the countenance which they receiv· 

ed from that powerful kingdom, would lofe their ardour 

with their profpeB: of fuccefs, and would gradually re
turn to the faith of their anceftors. But the progrefs and 

revolutions of religion are little governed by the ufuai 
:l: maxims 
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maxims of civil policy; and the event much difappointed c H A P. 

h n · f h M f h L' l"fh h XXXV III. t e exp cLatwns o t e regent. any o t e Lng 1 preac - ---y--J 

ers terrified with the fcverity of Mary's government-, took J559• 

1helter in Scotland, where they found more proteCtion, 

and a milder adminifiration; and while they propagated 

their theological tenets, they filled the whole kingdom 

with a jufi: horror againfi the cruelties of the bigotte~ 

Catholics, and fhowed their difciples the fate, which they 

mufi: expeB:, if ever their adverfaries !hould attain an un

controuled authority over them, 

A HIERARCHY, moderate in its acquifitions of power 

and riches, may fafely grant a tol eration to feB:aries; 

and the more it foftens the zeal of innovators by lenity 

·and liberty, the more fecurely will it poffefs thofe ad·nn

tages, which the legal efrabliiliments befi:ow upon it. 
But where fupedlition has railed a church to fuch an ex

orbitant height as that of Rome, perfccution is 1cfs the 

refult of bigotry in the priefis, than of a nece!Iary po
licy; and the rigour of law is the only method of re

pell111g the attacks of men, who, befidcs religious zeal, 

have fo many other motives, derived both from public and 

private intereH, to engage them on the fide of innova

tion. But thou gh fuch overgrown hierarchies may long 

fupport themfelves by thefe violent expedients, the time 

comes, when fcveritics tend only to enrage the new 

feB:aries, and make them break through all bounds of 

reafon and moderation. This crifis was now vifibly ap

proaching in Scotland ; and whoever confiders merely 

the tranfaCtions refulting from it, will be inclined to 

throw the blame equally on both parties; whoever en .. 

]arges his view, and refleB:s on the fituations, will re.

mark the neceffary progrefs of human affairs, and tho 
operation of thofe principles, which are inherent in hu .. 

man nat\.ue. 
So M 
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c H A P. SoME heads of the reformers in Scotland, fuch as the 

~earl of Argyle, his fon lord Lorne, the earls of Mort~n, 
1 559· and G lencarne Edkine of Dun, and others, obfervmg 

Reforma- ' d d r. 
tion in Scot- the danger to which they were expofed, an enrous to 
l~d. propagate their principles, entered privately into a bond 

or a!fociation; and called themfelves the Congregation of 
the Lord, in contradiftintlion to the eftabli!hed church, 

which they denominated the congregation of Satan. The 

tenor of the bond was as follows: " We perceiving how 
" Satan, in his members, the antichrift of our time, do 

" cruelly rage, feeking to overthrow and to defhoy the 

" gofpel of Chrifl: and his congregation, ought, accord

" ding to our bounden duty, to fhive, in our mafi:er's 

,, caufe, even unto the death, being certain of the 

" viB:ory in him. vVe do therefore promife, before the 

" majcfiy of God and his congregation, that we, by his 

" grace, !hall with all diligence continually apply our 

'' whole power, fubfl:ance, and our very lives, to main

" tain, fet forward, and efl:ablifh the mofl: blefTed word 

" of God and his congregation ; and lhall labour, by 

" all poffible means, to. have faithful minifrers, truly and 

" purely to minifter Chrifi:'s gofpel and facraments to 

" his people: We lhall maintain them, nourilh them, 

" and defend them, the whole congregation of Chrift, 

" and every mem her thereof, b'y our whole power, and 

" at the hazard of our lives, againfl: Satan, and all 

" wicked power, who may intend tyranny and· trouble 

" againfi: the faid congregation: Unto which holy 

" word and congregation we do join ourfelves; and 

" w~ forfake and renounce the congregation of Satan, 

" w1th all the fuperfl:itious abomination and idola

'" try thereof; and moreover £hall declare ourfel ves 
" manifefrly enemi.es thereto, by this faithful promife 

'~ before God~ tefl:Ified to this congregation by our fub-

" fcri ptions~ 
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" fcriptions. At Edinburgh, the third of December, c H A P. 
" g , XXXVIII. 

1557 . ~ 

HAD the fubfcribers of this zealous league been con- 1559. 

tent on1y to demand a toleration of the new opinions; 

however incompatible their pretenfions might have been 

with the policy of the church of Rome, they would 

have had the praife of oppofing tyrannical laws, enacted 

to fupport an ell:abliihment prejudicial to civil fociety: 

But it is plain, that they carried their views much far

ther; and their practice immediately difcovered the fpirit 

by which they were actuated. Supported by the authority, 

which, they thought, belonged to them as the congrega

tion of the Lord, they ordained, that prayers in the v'ul

gar tongue h lhould be ured in all the pariih churches of 

the kingdom; and that preaching, and the interpretation 

of the fcriptures lhould be practifcd in private houfes, 

till God lhould move the prince to grant public preach

ing by faithful and true minifrers i, Such bonds of af

fociation are always the forerunners of rebellion; and 

this violent invafion of the efbblilhed religion was the 

aB:ual commencement of it. 

BEFORE this league was publicly known or avowed, 
the clergy, alarmed with the progrefs of the reformation, 
attempted to recover their joft authority by a violent ex

ercife of power, which tended frill fa1 ther to augment 

the zeal and number of their enemies . Hamilton, the 
primate, feized Waiter l\1ill, a pridl of an irreproach

able life, who had embraced the new doCl:rines; and 

having tried him at St. Andrews, condemneJ him to the 
flames for herefy. Such general averfion was entertained 

againfi: this barbarity, that it was fome tim: before the bi

£hops could prevail on any one to aCt: the part of a civil 

g Keith, p. 66. Knox, p. Jot. h The reformers ulcd at that tim e 

king Edward's liturgy in Scotland. Forbes, p. ISS• i Keith, p. €6 , 

Knox, p. 101. 

c+ judge, 
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c H A P. judge, and prono .1 nce fentence upon Mill; and even after 
XXXVUI . . . fi d 11 h it.. ~ St '--v---' the tllne of hts execut ion was xe , a t e mops o • 

lS59· Andrews being lhut, no one would fell a rope to tie him 
to t he fiake, and th e primate himfclf was obliged to 

f\lrnifh this implement . 1 he man bore the torture with 

that courage, which, though ufual on thefe occafions, 
always appears fupernatural and aftonifhing to the mul

titude. The people, to exprefs their abhorrence againft 

the cruelty of the priefls, raifed a monument of ftones 

on the place of his execution; and as faft as the ftones were 

removed by order of the clergy, they were again fupplied 

from the voluntary z eal of tlie populace k, It is in vain 

for men to oppofe the fevereft puni.lhment to the united 

motive') of religion and public applaufe; and this was 

the lafi barbarity of the kind, whic.h the Catholics had 

1he power to exercife in Scotland. 

SoME time after, the peop~e difcovered their fenti

ments in fuch a manner as wa~ fuffi,cient to prognofticate 

to the priefts the fate, which was awaiting them. It 

was ufual on the fefi: ival of St. Giles, the tutelar faint 

of Edinburgh~ to carry in proceffion the image of tha..t 

faint; but tpe prote!bnts, in order to prevent the cere

mony, found mean,, on the eve of the feftival, to. pur~ 

loin the ftatue from the church; and they pleafed them

felves with imagining the furprife and difappointment of 

his votaries 1,h.e clergy, however, framed haftily a new 

image, wh ish, in derifio,n, was called by the people 

youn g St. G i ('> ~ ; and they carried: it though the fireets, 

attended by all the ecclefiafiics in the town and neio-h-
. 0 

bourhood. The multitude abfi:ained from violence fo 

long as the queen-regent continued a fpectator, but the 

moment lhe retired, they invaded the idol, threw it in. 

the mire, and broke it in pieces. The flight and terror 

?f the p:-idls and friars, who, it was remarked, deferted, 

k Knox, p. xu. 
in 
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in his greatefl: difirefs, the obJ'eCl: of their worfi1ip, was r T-{ -11 n. 
XXXV Ill. 

the fource of univerfal mockery and laughter. "---v-_J 
ENc o URAGED by all thefe appearances the congrega- 1 559· 

tion proceeded with alacrity in op_enly foliciting fubfcrip-

tions to their league; and the death of !\1ary of England, 

with the acceffion of E :i7Jabeth, which happened about 
this time, contributed to encreafe their hopes of fi:1al 
fuccefs in the1r undertaking. They ventured to prefent 
a petition to the regent, craving a reform 1tion of the 
church, and of the wicked, f:anda!ous, and dettjlable l1ves 
of the preLtes and ecclefiafiics 1• They framed a petition, 

wh;ch they intended to prefent to parliam('nt, and in 

whith, after premifing, that they could not communicate 

with the damnable idolatry, and intolerable abufes of the 
papiftical church, they defircd, that the laws againfi he-

retics, lhould be executed by the civil magi{b :tte alone, 
and that the ICripture {hould be the fo}e rule in judging 
of herefy 1:1, Tt1ey even petitioned the convocation, and 

infifted, that prayers fhould be faid in the vulg:~r tongue, 

and that bi£hops lhould be choCen w th the con!ent of the 
gentry of the dioc fe, and priefis with the confent of the 
parilhioners ~ . The regent prudently temporized between 

thefe parties; and as lhe aimed at p~ocuring a matrimo. 

nial crown for her fon-in-law, the daup :1in, lhe was, on 

that as well as other accounts, unwilling to come to ex

tremities with either of them. 

BuT after this conceffion was obtained, lhe received 
orders from France, probably dictated by the violent 
1pi• it of her brothers, to proceed with rigour again.fl: the 

reformers, and to reftore the royal authority by fome fig
nal aCl: of power 0 • She made the more eminent of the 

protefl:ant teachers be citeJ to appear before the coun

cil at Stirling; but when their followers wue marching 

J Knox, F• U,J. m Ibid. p. 123. n Keith, p. 78, 
IJ, h. · · · ! Melvil'~ Memoirs~ p. 2.*' Jeb, vo!. ii. P• ~t6· 

thitbef 
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c H A P. thither in great multitudes, in order to proteCt and coun

~ tenancc them, !he entertained apprehenfions of an infur-

1559· rection, and, it is faid, diffipated the people by a pro
miCe P, that nothing iliould be done to the prejudice of 

the minifiers. Sentence, however, was paffed, by which 

all the minifi:ers were pronounced rebels on accour.t of 

their not appearing. A meafure which enraged the peo

ple, and made them refolve to oppofe the regent's autho

rity by force of arms, and to proceed to extremities 

againft the clergy of the cfiablifhed religion. 
l N this critical time, John Knox arrived from Geneva, 

where he had paffed fome years in banilhment, and where 

he had imbibed, from his commerce with Calvin, the 

higbcfi fanaticifm of his feD, augmented by the native 

ferocity of his own charaCl:er. He had been invited 

uth May. back to Scotland by the leaders of the reformation ; and 
mounting the pulpit at Perth, during the prefent fer

ment of men's minds, he declaimed with his ufual ve

hemence againfi: the idolatry and other abominations 

of the church of Rome, and incited his audience to 

exert their utmofi zeal for its fu bvedion. A prieft 

was fo imprudent after tl1is fermon, as to open his re

pofitory of images and reliques, and prepare himfelf to 

fay mafs. The audience, exalted to a difpofition for 

any furious enterprize, were as much enraged as if the 

fpeB:acle had not been quite familiar to them: They 

attacked the priefr with fury, broke the images in pieces, 

tore the piCl:ures, overthrew the altars, fcattered about 

the facred vafes ; and left no implement of idolatrous 

worfhip, as they termed it, entire or undefaced. They 

thence proceeded, with additional numbers and augment

ed rage, to the mon.::freries of the grey and black friars, 

which they pillaged in an infiant: The Carthufians un

derwent the fame fate : And the populace, not content 

P St:e note [B] at the end of the volume. 
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with robbing and expelling the monks, vented their c H A P. 

f h b .ld. h. h h d b h 1 XXXVIII ury on t e ut mgs w tc a een t e receptac es of~ 
fuch abominaticn; and in a little time nothing but 1559. 

the walls of thefe edifices were left fianding. The 
:inhabitants of Couper in Fife foon after imitated the 
example q. 

THE queen-regent, provoked at thefe vio1ences, a:lTcm- Civil wars 

bled an army, and prepared to chaftife the rebels. She in Scotl.wd, 

h_ad about two thoufand French under her command, with 
~ few Scottifh troops; and being affifl:ed by fuch of the 
fJ..:>bility as were well affettcd to her, fhe pitched her camp 
tTYithin ten miles of Perth. Even the earl of Argyle, and 
lord James Stuart, prior of St. Andrews, the queen's na-
tural brother, though deeply engaged with the reformers, 
attended the regent in this en terprizc, either becaufe they 

lamed the fury of the populace, or hoped by their own 
influence and authority to mediate fome agreement be
tween the parties. The congregation, on the other hand, 
made preparations for defence; and being joined by the 
earl of Glencarne from the wefr, and being countenanced 
by many of the nobility and gentry, they appeared for
midable from their numbers, as weJl as from the zeal by 

which they were animated. They fent an addrefs to the 
regent, where they plainly infinuated, that, if they were 
purfued to extremities, by the cruel beajls the churchmen, 
they would have recourfe to foreign powers for affifl:ance; 
and they fubfcribed themfelves her faithful fubjet!:s in all 
things not repugnant to God, afiuming, at the fame time, 
the name of the faithful congregation of Chrift Jcfus r. 

They applied to the nobility attending her, and main
tained, that their own paft violences were juftified by the 
word of God, which commands the godly to deftroy ido
latry, and all the monuments of it; and though all civil 
~uthority was facred, yet was there a great difference be-

'1 Spotfwood, p. UI, Knox1 p. IZ7· r Knox, p. l:t9• 

tween 
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c H A P. tween the authority and the perfons who exerci(ed it •; 
xxxvm. and that it ought to be confidered, whether or not thofe 
\..--v---' · 11. R 1· . 

15S9· abominations, called by the pefiilent papllls, e IgiOn, 

and which they defend by fire and (word, be the true reli

gion of Chrifi Jefus. They remonfirated with fuch of 

the queen's army as had formerly embraced their party, 

and told them, " That as they were already reputed trai- . 

"' tors by God, they lhuuld likewife be excommunicated 

" from their fociety, and from the participation of the 

" facramen~s of the church, which God by his mighty 

" power had ere8:cd among them; whofe minifters have 

" the fame authority wh!ch Chrifi granted to h1s apofi:les 

" in thefe words, lf/hofe fins ye jball fot·girve ]ball be for
'' givm, and ~vhofe fins ye Jhall retain jhall be ·retained t," 

We may here fee, that thcfe new faints were no lefs lofty 

in their pretenfions than the ancient hierarchy: No 

wonder they were enraged againfr the latter as their 

rivals in dominion. The-y joined to all thefe declara· 

tions an addrefs to the eftabliihed church; and they af

fixed this title to it: " To the genera~ion of ;mti

" chrifr, the pefiilent prelates and their jhavetings u in 
" Scotland, the con5regation of Chrifi Jefus within the 

" fame fayeth,?' The tenor of the manifefl:o was fuit

able to the title. They told the ecclefiaH:ics, " As ye 

" by tyranny intend not only to deftroy our bodies, but 

" alfo by the fame to hold our fouls in bondage of the 

" devil, fu L-ject to idolatry; fo {hall we, with all the 

" force and power which God fhall grant unto us, cxc

" cute j ufi vengeance and puniihment upon you : Yea, 

" we fhall begin the fame war which God commanded 

~' Ifrael to ex~cute a6ainfi the Canaanites; that is, con

'' tract of peace fhall never be made, till you dcfift from 

'' your open idolatry, and cruel perfecution of God's 

~ Knox, p 131. 
term for a pr ieft, 

l Ibid. p. 1 3 ~· q A conte~ptuous 
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" children. And this, in the name of the eternal God, c H A P. 

" and of his fon Chrifr Jefus, whofe verity we profefs,~ 
" and Gofpcl we have preached, and holy facraments 1559. 

" rightly adminiflered, we fignify unto you, to be our 
" intent, fo far as God will affifr us to withfi:and your 
" idolatry. Take this for warning, and be not deceiv-
" ed w." With th::fe outrageous fymptoms, commenced 
in Scotland that cant, hypocrify, and fanaticifm, which 
long infefted that kingdom, and which, though now mol ... 

lified by the lenity of the civil power, is frill ready to 
break out on all occafions. 

THE queen regent, finding fuch obfl:inate zeal in the 
rebels, was content to embrace the counfels of Argyle and 
the prior of St. Andrews, and to form an accommodation 
with them. She was received into Perth, which fubmit
ted, on her promifing an indemnity for pafr ofFences, and 
engaging not to leave any French garrifon in the place. 
Complaints, very ill founded, immediately arofe concern
ing the infraCtion of this capitulation. Some of the in
habitants, it was pretended, were molefl:ed on account of 
the late violences; and fome companies of Scotch foldiers, 
fuppofed to be in French pay, were quartered in the town; 
which fiep, though taken on very plaufible grounds, 
was loudly exclaimed againfi by the congregation". It 
is atferted that the regent, to j ufiify thefe meafures, de
clared, that princes ought not to have their promifes too 

firiClly urged upon them; nor was any faith to be kept 

with heretics : And that for her part, could fhe find as 
good a colour, fhe would willingly bereave all thefc 
men of their lives and fortunes Y. But it is no wife 

likely, that fuch expreffions ever dropped from this pru

dent and virtuous princefs. On the contrary, it appears, 
that all thefe violences were difagreeable to her; that lhe 

w Keith, p. 85, 86, 87. Knox, p.134'. 
Y Ibicl. Spotfwood, p. UJ• 

x K;nox, P• 139• 
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c H A P. was in this particular over-ruled by the authority of the 
XXXVIII. d h .11.. f ~French counfellors placed about her; an t at llle o ten 

1559· thouQ"ht, if the manaaement of thofe affairs had been en-
o 0 

trufl:ed wholly to herfelf, fhe could eafily, without force, 

have accommodated a11 differences z. 

THE congregation, inflamed with their own zeal, and 

enr:~ged by thel'c difappointments, remained not long in 

tranquillity. Even before they left Perth, and while as 

yet they had no colour to complain of any violation of 
treaty, they had figned a new covenant, in which, be

fides their engagements to mutual defence, they vowed,. 

in the name of God, to employ their whole power in de

firoying every thing that difhonoured his holy name; and 
this. covenant was fubfcriued, among others, by Argyle 

and the prior of St. Andrews a. Thefe two leaders now 

defired no better pretence for deferting the regent and 
openly joining their affociates, than the complaints, how

ever doubtful, or rather falfe, of her breach of promife. 

The congregation alfo, encouraged by this acceffion of 

force, gave thernfelves up entirely to the furious zeal of 

Knox, and renewed at Crail, Anfrruther, and other places 

in Fife, like depredations on the churches and monafieries 

with thofe formerly committed at Perth and Couper. The 

regent, who marched againft them with her army, find

ing their power fo much encreafed, was glad to conclude 

a truce for a few days, and to pafs over with her forces to 

the Lothians. The reformers befieged and took Perth; 

proceeded thence to Stirling1 where they exercifed their 

}lfual fury; and finding nothing able to refift them, they 

bent their march to Edinburgh, the inhabitants of which, 

as they had already anticipated the zeal of the congrega

tion againft the churches and rnonafteries, gladly opened 

their gates to them. The regent, with the few force~ 

z See note (C] at the end of the volume, 
a Keith, P• Sg. Knox1 p. , 3s, 
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which remained with her, took lhelter in Dunbar, where c H A P. 
n.. r "fi cl h r. lf · .n. • f · c XXXV1l1. Hie 10rt1 e er1e , m expt.:cLatton o a retnJorcement'---y-----1 
from F ranee. 

MEANWHILE, £he employed her partizans in reprefent
ing to the people the dangerous confequenccs of this open 
rebellion; and fhe endeavoured to convince them, that 

the lord J ames, under pretence of religion, had formed 

the fcheme of wre!l:ing the fccptre from the ha:1ds of the 
fovereign. By thefe confiderations many were engaged 
to defert the army of the congregation; but much more 

by the want of pay or any means of fubfi!l:ence; and the 
regent, obferving the malcontents to be much weakened, 

ventured to march to Edinburgh, with a dcfign of fup
preffin6 them. On the interpofition of the duke of Cha .. 

telrault, who frill adhered to her, fhe agreed to a capitu
lation, in which ihe granted them a toleration of their 
religion, and they engaged to commit no farther depreda
tions on the church_cs. Soon after they evacuated the 
city ; and before they left it, they proclaimed the articles 
of agreement; but lhcy took care to publilh only the arti
cles favourable to themfelves, a~d they were guilty of an 
impofiure, in adding one to the number, namely, that 

idolatry lhould not again be erctl:ed in any place where 
it was at that time f u ppreffed 1>. 

AN agreement, concluded while men where in this dif
pofition, could not be durable; and both fides endeavoured 

to !l:rengthen themfelves as much as Foffible, againfl: the 
enfuing rupture, which appeared inevitable. The regent, 

having got a reinforcement of J ooo men from France, 
began to fortify Leith; and the congregation feduced to 
their party the duke of Chatelrault, who had long ap
peared inclined to join them, and who was at lafi deter
mined by the arrival of his fon, the e2.rl of Arran, from 
France, where he had efcaped many dangers, from 
the jealoufy, as well as bigotry, of Henry and the duke 

\1 See note [DJ at the end of the volume, 

of 
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c H A P. of Guife. More French troops foon after difembarked 
xxvvT I 11 d b 
" a under the command of La Bro!fe, who was fo owe Y 
~ 

l559· the biiliop of Amiens, and three dotl:ors of the Sorbonne. 

Thefe lafr were fupplicd with frore of fyllogifms, au

thorities, citations, and fcholafiic arguments, which they 

intended to oppofe to the Scottilh preachers, and which, 

they jufl:ly prefumed, would acquire force, and produce 

conviB:ion, by the influence of the French arms and 

artillery c. 

THE confiable Montmorency had always oppofed the 

marriage of the Dauphin with the queen of Scots, and 

had foretold, that, by forming fuch clofe connexions with 

Scotland, the ancient league would be diffolved; and the 

natives of that kingdom, jealous of a foreign yoke, would 

foon berome, inftead of allies, attached by interefr and 

inclination, the moft inveterate enemies to the French 

government. But though the event feemed now to have 

jufl:ified the prudence of that aged minifter, it is not im

probable, confidering the violent counfels, by which 

France was governed, that the infurreCl:ion was deemed 

a favourable event; as affording a pretence, for fending 

over armies, for entirely fubduing the country, for attaint

ing the rebels <1, and for preparing means thence to invade 

England, and fupport Mary's title to the crown of that 

kingdom. The leaders of the congregation, well ac

quainted with thefe views, were not infenfible of their 

danger, and faw that their only fafety confifl:ed in the 

vigour and fuccefs of their meafures. They were encou

raged by the intelligence received of the fudden death of 

Henry ll.; and having pa!fed an aCl: from their own au

thority, depriving the queen-dowager of the regency, and 

ordering all the French troops to evacuate the kingdom, . 

they collected forces to put their ediB: in execution againft 

c Spotfwood, p. l34· Thuao, lib. xxiv. c. 10, 

4 Forbes1 vol, i. p. I 39• Thuan. lib, x:.iv. c, x·3, 
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t \em. 'I 'he ?.gain became mafiers of Edinburgh; but C H A P. 
, XXXVIII. 

found tr.emfelves unable to keep long poffeffion of that~ 

city. Their tumultuary armies, affembled in hafte, and 'H9• 

fupportcd by no pay, foon feparated upon the leafi: di-

fafter, or even any delay of fuccefs; and were incapable 

of refifting fuch veteran troops as the French; who were 

alfo feconded by fome of the Scottilh nobility, among 

whom the earl of Bothwel diftinguilhed himfelf. Hear-

ing that the marquis of Elbeuf, brother to the reget1tt 

was levying an army againft them in Germ::my, they 

thought themfelves excufable for applying, in this extre-

mity, to the affifiance of England; and as the fympathy 

of religion, as well as regard to national liberty, had 

now counterbalanced the ancient animofity againft that 

kingdom, this meaf:.1re was the refult of inclination, no 

lefs than of interefi e. Maitland of Lidington, therefore, 

and Robert Melvil, were fecretly difpatched by the con
gregation to folicit fuccours from Elizabeth. 

'rHE wife council of Elizabeth did not long deliberate J.nter~ofi: 
. . h ll. h. h 11 . h t lc.n of tile 

. Jll agreemg to t is req uen, w lC concurred fo we Wlt queen in 

the views and interefis of their miftrefs. Cecil in parti- fs~orch .-.f 

cular reprefented to the queen, that the union of the 

crowns of Scotland and France, both of them the heredi

tary enemies of England, was ever regarded as a perni

cious event; and her father, as well as pro~eB:or Somer

fet, had employed every expedient, both of war and ne .. 
gociation, to prevent it: That the claim, which Iv1ary 

advanced to the crown, rendered the prefent fituation of 

EnglanJ frill more dan~erous, and demandtd, on the 

part of the queen, the greateft vigilance and prec:lUtion: 
'T'hat the capacity, ambition, and exorbitant v~ews of 

the family of Guife, who now governed the } rench 

fOunfcL, were fufficiently k.q_own ; and they thcmfc.l vcs 

made no fecrct of their defign to place their niece on th~ 

e See note [E J ut th~ e:-d of the ''c'u:ne. 
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c H A P. throne of England: That deeming themfelves fecure of 
~ fuccefs, they had already, fomewhat imprudently and 

JSS9· prematurely, taken off the ma!k; and Throgmorton, the 
Englifh ambaffador at Paris, fent over, by every courier, 

incontefi:ible proofs of their hofi:ile intentions f: That 

they only waited till Scotland !hould ·be entirdy fubdued; 

and having thus deprived the Englifh of the advantages, 

refulting from their fituation and naval power, they pre

pared means for fubverting the queen's authority: That 

the zealous catholics in England, difcontented with the 

prefent government, and fatisfied in the legality of 
Mary's title, would bring them confiderable reinforce

ment, and would difiurb every meafure of defence againil: 

that formidable power: That the only expedient for pre· 
venting thefe defigns was to feize the prefent opportunity, 

and take advantage of a like zeal in the protefi:ants of 

Scotland ; nor could any doubt be entertained with re

gard to the j ufi:ice of a meafure, founded on fuch evident 

neceffity, and direCted only to the ends of felf-preferva• 

tion: That though a French war, attended with great 

ex pence, feemed the neceffary confeq uence of fupporting 
the malcontents in Scotland, that power, if removed to 

the continent, would be much lefs formidable; and a 
fmall difburfement at prefent would in the end be found 

the greatefi: frugality: And that the domefi:ic diffentions 

of France, which every day augmented, together with 
the alliance of Philip, who, notwithfianding his bigotry 

e1nd hypocrify, would never permit the entire conquefl: of 

England, were fufficient to fecure the queen againft 

the dangerous ambiti~n and refentment of the houfe of 
Guife g. 

ELIZA.BETH's 
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ELIZABETH's propenfity to caution and ceconomy 'was-, ~;~~1 };: 
UlOugh with fome difficulty b, overcome by thefe po\ver-~ 

ful motives; and !he prep~'red herfelf to fupport by arms 1 5 59· 

and money the declining aJfairs of the congregation in 
Scotland. She· equipped a fleet, which confifi:ed ·of Ehir .... 

teen lhips of war; and giving the command of it to Win-

ter, !he fent it to the Frith of Forth: She appointed the 

young duke of Norfolk her lieutenant in the northern 

counties, and the affembled at Berwic an army of eight 

thoufand men under the command of lord Gray, wardcrt 

•of the ·eafi and middle marches. Though the court of 
France, fenfibte of the danger, offered her to make im

mediate refritution of Calais, provided fhe would not in

terpofe in the affairs of Scotland ; fhe refolutely replied1 
that lhe never would put :m inconfidcrable fi!hing

town in competition with the fafety of her dominions i; 

and lhe fiill continued her preparations. She concluded 

a treaty of mutual defence with the congregation, which 

was to lafi: during the marriage of the queen of Scots 

with Francis and a year after ; and lhe promifed never to 

defifi till the French had entirely evacuated Scotland k. 

,And having thus taken all proper meafures for fuccefs, 

and received from the Scots fix hofiages for the perform

ance of articles, lhe ordered her fleet and army to begin 
their operations. 

THE appearance of Elizabeth's fleet i·n the Frith dif- 156o. 

-concerted the French army, who were at that time ra- ISth J.n. 
vaging the county of Fife; and obliged them to tr.ake a 

circuit by Stirling, in order to reach Leith, where they 

prepared themfdves for defence. The Engl 1fl1 army, 

reinforced by 5000 Scots 1, fat down before the place; 

h Forbes, vol. i. p. 454• 460. i Spotfwood, p. 146. k Kno~, 
.P· z '7· Haynes's State Pap r~, vol. i, p. r 53· Ryrrer, tom. XV, p. sfg. 

I H•ynes 1 vol. i, p. ~56. 259· 

D2 and 



- j 

H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. and after two !kirmilhes, in the former of which, the 
XXXVUI . . h F h "---v---' Engldh had de advantage, m the latter t e renc , 

156o, they began to batter the town; and though repulfed 

with confideraUe lofs in a ralh and ill-conduB:ed affault, 
they reduced the garrifon to great difficulties. Their 
diftrefs was au~mented .by two events; the difperfion by 
a fiorm of d'Elbeuf's fleet, which carried a confiderable 
army on boarc f", and the death of the queen-regent, 
who expired a~out this time in the cafile of Edinburgh; 

a woman end,>wed with all the' capacity which lhone 

forth in her f;mily, but poffeffed of much more virtue 

and moderatioi than appeared in the conduct of the 
other branche1 of it. The French, who found it im

poflible to fubf.ft for want of provifions, and who faw, 
that the EngHh were continually reinforced by fre£h 

5th July. numbers, wen obliged to capitulate: And the bi£hop of 
Valence and count Randan, plenipotentiaries from 

Fr:1nce, fignec a treaty at Edinburgh with Cecil and 
Dr. Wotton, whom Elizabeth had fent thither for that 

s~ttlement purpofe. It vas there fiipulated, that the French lhould 
of Scotland. 

inftantly evactate Scotland ; that the king and queen of 
France and &:otland fhould thenceforth abftain from 

bearing the arns of England,. or affuming the title of that 

kingdom; th~ farther fatisfaClion for the injury already 

done in that ptrticular lhould be granted Elizabeth; and 
that commiffimers ihouid meet to fettle this point, or if 
they could no: agree, that the king of Spain lhould be 
umpire between the crowns. Befides thefe ftipulations, 

which regard(d England, fome conceffions were granted 

to the Scots; natnely, that an amncfty lhould be pub
liihed for all paft offences; that none but natives fhould 
enjoy any oflce in Scotland ; that the ftates lhould 
name twenty-four perfons, of whom the queen of Scots 

m Haynes, vol. i. P• :z.:z.3, 

lhould 
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Ihould chufe feven, and the £htes five, ant in the hands C H A P. 

of thefe twelve fhould the whole adminifrr;tion be placed~~~ 
during their queen's abfence; and that M:ry fhould nei- 1s6o. 

ther make peace nor war without confent of the frates ". 

~n order to hafren the execution of this it11Jortant treaty, 

Elizabeth fent {hips, by which the Fren:h forces were 

tranfported into their own country. 

THus Europe faw, in the fidl: tranfLetion of this 

reign, the genius and capacity of the quem and her mi

nifters. She difcerned at a difiance the ::lan;;.er, which 

threatened her; and infrantly took vigorrus mcafures to 

prevent it. Making all poffib)e advantag~s of her fttu~

tion, fhe proceeded with celerity to a dccfton; and was 

not diverted by any offers, negociations, o: remonfhanccs 

of the French court, She fropped no till fne had 

brought the matter to a final iffue; and had converted 

that very power, to which her enemies trufred for her 

dcfhuB:ion, into her firmefr fupport and fecurity. By 

exaCl:ing no improper conditions from th: Scottifu mal

contents even during their greatcfr difi:dlcs, ihc efia

b!Ifued an entire confidence with them; end having cc .. 

mented the union by all the tics of gra\tude, interdt, 

and rei igion, ihe now poffdfed an intcre:fl over them be

yond what remained even with their naive fov rei:;_n. 

The regard, which !he acq u1rcd by th.; d ~ x .. rou · and 

fpirited conduCt, gave her every where, ,hroaJ as well 

as at home, more authority than had ~ttmded her fit1er, 

though fupportcd by all the power of tle Spani!h mo

Ilarchy 0 • 

THE fubfcquent meafures of the Sccttil11 reformers 

tended fiill more to cement their union Wl 1 Engl&nd. 

Being now tntirely mafrers of the kingcbm, thL y made 

no farther ceremony or fcru pie, in full) efi(:Cbng their 

Jl ' Rymer, vol. xv. p. 593· Keith, p. 137· S?otfwod, p. 141. Knox, 

p. 2 9• v roll>d1 vol. i p. 354· 37%· Jebb;vol.ii. p. 4SZ· 
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c H A P. purpofe. In the treaty of Edinburo-h it had been agreed,.,. 
XXXVI!L 

0 

~ that a parliament or convention ihould foon be affem-
156o. bled 1 and the leaders of the congregation, not waiting 

till the queen of Scots lhoulJ ratify that treaty, thought 

thcmfdves fully entitlcJ, without the fovcreign's autho
rity, immediately to fummon a parliament. The reform
ers prefented a petition to this a!fembly; in which they 
were not contented with ddiring the efiabli£hmcnt of their 
doetrine; they alfo app1ied for the punifhment of the 

.,_c:uholics, whom they called vafrals to the Roman harlot; 

at. d they afferted, that, among all the rabble of the cler

gy, fuch is their expreffion, there was not one lawful mi
nifie. r; but that they were, all of them, thieves and mur

<lerers ; yea, rebels and traitors to civil authority; and 

th.erefo, ~e unworthy to be fuffered in any reformed com
monweat:t.h P, The parliament feem to- have been aCtu
ated by th ~ fame fpirit of rage and perfecution. After 

ratifying a .confcffion of faith, agreeable to the new doc

trines, they p:1ffed a fiatute ag::1inft the mafs, and not 

only abolifhed' jt in all the churches, but enacted, that 
whoever, any "·;bere, either officiated in it or was prefent 

~1t it, !hould be, -.'ufiifed> fur the firfi offence, with con
tifcation of good~. and corporal punifhment, at the dif

petion of the mag, Uhate ; for the fecond, with bani!h
ment; and for the t.'1 ird, with lofs of life q. A law was 
alfo voted for aboli!l.\ing the papal jurifditlion in Scot-

1a11d: The pre!byteri~~·l form of difcipline was fettled, 
leaving only at firfi iox,n,e ihadow of authority to certain 

ecclcfiaftics, whom they called Su perintendants. The 

prelates of Lhc ancient faath appeared, in order to com
plain of great injufiice cop.unitted on them by the inva
fion of their property, but tp e parliament took no notice 
of them; till at bft., thefe ef-clcfiafiics, tired with frurt

lefs attendance, dep4rted the town. They were then 

.q Ibid. P• zs4 • 

ci~ed 
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cited to appear; and as nobody prefented himfelf, it was c H A P. 

l. h h l fi 11 • XXXVIII. 
voted by the par tament, t at t e ecc e Iantcs were en-~ 

tirdy fatisfied~ and found po reafon of complaint. 156o. 

SIR J ames Sandilands, prior of St. John, was fent over 

to France to obtain the ratification of thefe acts; but 

was very ill received by Mary, who denied the vali

dity of a parliament, fummoned without the royal con

fent; and Che rcfufed her fantl:ion to thofe ftatutes. But 

the proteilants gave themfelves little concern about their 

queen's refufal. They immediately put the fratutes in 

execution : They aboliilied the mafs ; they fettled their 

minifrcrs; they committed every where furious devafia

tions on the monafreries, and even on the churches, 

which they thought prof~ned by idolatry; and deeming 

the property of the clergy lawful prize, they took pof

feffion, without ceremony, of the far greater part of the 

ecclefiafi:ical revenues. Their new preachers, who had 
authority fufficient to incite them to war and infurreaion, 

could not refhain their rapacity; and fanaticifm concur

ring with avarice, an incurable wound was given to the 

papal authority in that country. The protefrant nobility 

and gentry, united by the confcioufnefs of fuch unpar
donable guilt, alarmed for their new poffeffions, well ac

<I uainted with the imperious character of the houfe of 

Guife, faw no fafety for themfelves but in the proteCtion 

of England ; and they difpatched Morton, Glencarne, 

and Lidington to exprefs their fincere gratitude to the 

queen for her pafr favours, and repr~fent to her the necef

fity of continuing them. 
ELIZABETH, on her part, had equal reafon to main- French ar· 

ta.in a union with the Scottifh proteihnts; and foon fairs. 

found that the houfe of Guife, notwithfranding their 

former difappointments, had not laid afide the defign of 

contefiing her title, and fubverting her authority. Fran-

cis and Mary, whofe counfels were wholly directed by 
D 4 thrm, 
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c H A P. them refufed to ratify the treaty of Edinburgh; and 
XXXVJ!I. ' . r. . • h r. · r .n.· r th t 
~ fhowed no d1fpont1on to g1ve er any IatiSJa~.:-llon 10r a 

Js6o. mortal affront, which they had put upon her, by their 

openly affuming the title and arms of England. She was 

fl!nfible of the danger attending fuch pretenfions; and 

it was with pleafure lhe heard of the violent faB:ions, 

· which prevailed in the French government, and of the 

oppofition, which had arifen againfl: the meafures of the 

du!.ce of Guife. That ambitious prince, fupported by 

his four brothers, the cardinal of Lorraine, the duke 

of Aumale, the marquis of Elbeuf, and the grand prior, 
'Jnen no lefs ambitious than himfelf, had engroffed all 

the authority of the crOWf!; and as he was poffdfed of 
every quality, which could command the efl:eem or fe

(}uce the affections of men, there appeared no end of 

his acquifitions and pretenfions. The confl:ablc, Mont
morency, who had long balanced his credit, was deprived 

of all pov. er: The princes of the blood, the king of 

J avarre, and his brother, the prince of Con de, were 

entirely excluded from offices and favour: The queen-

' mother herfelf, Catherinc de Medicis, found her influ

ence every day declining: And as Francis, a )'Oung 

prince, infirm both in mind and body, was wholly go

verned by his confort, who knew no law but the plea

fure of her uncles, m€n dcfpaired of ever obtaining 

freec!om from the dominion of that afpiring family. 

It was the contefl:s of religion, which fir{l: infpired the 

French v.:ith courage openly to oppofe their unlimited 
authority. 

THE theological difputes, firfr fl:arted in the north of 

Germany, next in Switzerland, countries at that time 

wholly illiterate, had long ago penetrated into France; 

and as they were affifi:ed by the general difcontent 
0\gainfi: the court and church of Rome and by the 

zealous fpirit of the age, the profelytes t~ the new reli-

gion 
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. gion were fecretly encreafing in every province. Hen- c H A J). 

II · ' · · f h' r h F · h d XXXVIII-ry . m 1m1tatwn o IS 1at er ranc1s, a oppofed ~ 
the progrefs of the reformers ; and though a prince ad- J 56o, 

diB:ed to pleafure and fociety, he was tranfported by a 
vehemence, as well as bigotry, which had little place in 
the conduct of his predeceffor. Rigorous punilhments 
had been in:R.iB:ed on the mofl: eminent of the protefrant 
party; and a point of honour feemed to have arifen, 
whether the one feel: could exercife, or the other fuffer 
mofl: barbarity. The death of Henry put fome fl:op to 
the perfecutions; and the people, who had admired the 
confl:ancy of the new preachers, now heard with favour 
their doB:rines and arguments. But the cardinal of Lor-
raine, as well as his brothers, who were poffefred of the 
legal authority, thought it their interefl: to fupport the 
eftablilhed religion; and when they revived the execu-
tion of the penal fl:atutes, they neceffarily drove the 
malcontent princes and nobles to embrace the protection 
of the new religion. T'he king of N avarre, a man of 
mild difpofitions, but of a weak character, and the prince 
of Conde, who pofrdfed many great qualities, having de-
clared themfelves in favour of the protefl:ants, that feB: 
acquired new force from their countenance; and the ad-
miral, Coligni, with his brother Andelot, no longer 
fcrupled to make open profeffion of their communion. 
The integrity of the admiral, who was believed fincere 
in his attachment to the new dotlrine, and his great re-
putation both for valour and conduCt, for the arts of 
peace as well as of war, brought credit to the reformers; 
and after a frufirated attempt of the malcontents to feize 
the king's pcrfon at Amboifc, of which Elizabeth had pro-
bably fame intelligence r, every place was full of diftrac-

r rorb ... , vol. i. P· 2 T 4· Throgmortol'l, about this tirre, tmwilling to 
rnlru!l to letters the great fecrets committed to him, obtained leavr, under 
tome !Jre:ext, to come over to London. 

t.ion, 
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c H A P. tion, and matters ha!l:ened to an open rupture betwee-n 

~~the parties. But the houfe of Guife, though thefe fac-

156o. tions had obliged them to remit their efForts in Scotland, 

and had been one chief caufe of Elizabeth's fuccefs, wtre 

determined not to relinq ui!h their authority in France, 

or yield to the violence of their enemies. They found 

an opportunity of feizing the king of N avarre and the 

prince of Con de; they threw the former into prifon; 

they obtained a fentence of death again!l: ~he latter; and 

they were proceeding to put the fentence in execution, 

when the king's fudden death faved the noble prifoner, 

and interrupted the profperity of the duke of Guife. 

The queen-mother was appointed re0o-ent to her fan 
4th Dec. 

1561. Charles IX. now in his minority: The king of Navarre 

was named lieutenant·general of the kingdom : The fen

tence againfr Conde was annulled: The confhble was 
recalled to court: And the family of Guife, though they 

frill enjoyed great offices and great power, found a coun• 

terpoife to their authority. 
ELIZABETH was determined to make adnntage of 

thefe events againfr the queen of Scots, whom the fiill 
regarded as a dangerous rival. She faw herfelf freed 

from the perils attending a union of Scotland with 

France, and from the pretenfions of fo powerful a prince 

as Francis ; but £he confidered, at the fame time, that 

the Englilh Catholics, who were numerous, and who 

were generaliy prejudiced in favour of Mary's title, 

would now adhere to that princefs with more zealous 

attachment, when they faw, that her fucceffion no loncrer 0 

endangered the liberties of the kingdom, and ~as ra

the_r atte~ded with the advantage of efFeB:ing an entire 

umon wtth Scotland. She gave orders, therefore, to her 

amb::tifador, Throgmorton, a vigilant and abl2 miniHer, 

to renew his applications to the queen of Scots and to 

require her ratification of the treaty of EJinburo ~. But 
0 

though 
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though Mary had defifl:ed, after her huiliand's death, frofll,t v q ~ 
bearing the arms and title of queen of England, fue frill~ 
declined gratifying Elizabeth in this momentous article; 1 561. 

and being fwayed by the ambitious fuggefl:ions of her un-

cles, fue refu!~d to make any formal renunciation of her 
pretenfions. 

ME·"' NWHIL E, the queen-mother of France, who im
puted to "tvlary all the mortifications, which ihe had met 
with during Francis's life-time, took care to retaliate on 
her by like injuries; and the queen of Scots, finding her 
abode in France difagrecable, began to think of return

ing to her native country. Lord James, who had been 

fent in deputation from the fiates to invite her over, fe
condcd thefe intentions; and lhe applied to Elizabeth, by 
D'Oifel, for a fafe conduCt, in cafe fue thould be obliged 
to pafs through England s : But fhe received for anfwer, 
that, till lhe had given fatisfaB:ion, by ratifying the trea

ty of Edinburgh, ilie could expect no favour from a per
fan, whom ilie had fo much injured. This denial excited 
her indignation; and ihe made no fcruple of expreffing her 
fentiments to Throgmorton, when he reiterated his appli

cations to gratify his mi!hcfs in a demand, which he re

prefentcd as fo reafonable. Having cleared the room of 

her attendants, {he faid to him, " How weak I may prove., 
" or how far a woman's frailty may tranfport me, I can
" not tell: However, I am refolved not to have fo many 
" witneiles of my infirmity as your mifiref3 had at her 
" audience of my ambaffador D'Oife). There is nothing 
" difiurbs me fo much, as the having a!ked, with fo 
" much importunity, a favour which it was of no confe
" quence for me to obtain. I can, with God's leave, re
" turn to my own country without her leave; as I came 
" to France, in fpite of all the oppofition of her brother, 
" king Edwarcl: Neither do I want friends both able and 

s CoQdall, vol. i, P• 17 5• 
" willing 
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~ H A P." willing to condiHSl: me home, as they have brought me 

XKXVJll. " hither· thou<Yh I was defirous rather to make an ex-
~ , b 

l,i&x. " periment of yoLr mifi:refs's friend!hip than of the affifl:-

" ance of any otrer perfon. I have often heard you fay, 

" that a good correfpondence between her and my-

'' felf would corrluce much to the fecurity and happi

'' nefs of both ou· kingdoms: \V ere ilJe well convinced 

" of this truth, (he would hardly have denied me fo 

" [mall a req ue.R But, perhaps, fhe bears a better in

'' clinatton to mr rebellious fubjeB:s than to me, their 

" fovereign, her ~qual in royal dignity, her near rela

" tion, and the mdoubtcd heir of her kingdoms. Be

'" fides her frienHhip, I a!k nothing at her hands: I 
('. neither trouble her, nor concern myfelf in the affairs 

~'- of her fl:ate: N' ot that I am ignorant, that there are 

~' now in England a great many malcontents, who are· 

"- no friends to the p1cfent efiabliiliment. She is pleafed 

'-'- to upbraid mt as a perfon little experienced in the 

H world: I freelr own it; bu+ age will cure that defeCt. 

u However, I an already old enough to acquit myfelf 

" honefily and courteoufly to my frie:1ds and relations, 

t'- and to encounge no reports of your rniftrefs, which 

t' would milbecome a queen and her kinfwoman. I 
'~ would alfo fa;, by her leave, that I am a queen as 

~<. well as fue, a1d not altogether friendlefs: And, per

'' baps·, I have 1s great a foul too; fo that methinks we 
~'- ilioutd be upm a level in our treatment of each other. 

'' As foon as I :have confulted the fi:ates of my kingdom, 

" I !hall be re;rly to give her a reafonable anfwer; and 

" I am the nnre intent on my journey, in order to 

'' make the quicker difpatch in this affair. But lhe, it 
"' fecms, intencs to fi:op my journey; fo that either {he 

'' will not let rre give her fatisfaB:ion, or is refol ved not 

'' to be fatisfie,\; perhaps, on purpofe to keep up the 

" difagreement between us. She has often reproach· 

8 " ed 
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" ed me with my being young:; a1d I mu!l: be very c » A P,. 
. d d d '}1 d . r d f XXXVi!i " young, m ee , an as 1 • a v11e , to treat o matters~ 

" of fuch great concern and irnpoltancc, without the •s6h 

" advice of my parliament. I hav( not been wanting 
"'' in all friendly offices to her; bu lhe di!belicves or 
" overlooks them. I could tcartily villi, that I were as 
" nearly allied to her in affection as n blood: or that, 
" indeed, would be a rnofi: valuable aliance t," 

SucH a fpirited reply, notwithfra1ding the obliging 
terms interfperfed in it, was but ill fitted to conciliate 
friendfhip between thefe rival princdfes, or cure thofe 
mutual jealoufies which had already t;ken place. Eliza• 
beth equipped a fleet, on pretence <f purfuing pyrates, 
but probably with an intention of int:rcepting the queen 
of Scots in her return homewards. Mary embarked at 19tb A\l:j,. 

Calais; and paffing the Englifu Reel in a fog, arrived ~;riv~l of' 
. .,.ary lO 

fafely at Leith, attended by her thne uncles, the duke Scotl-and~ 
of Aumale, the grand prior, and the narquefs of Elbeut~ 
together with the marquefs of Danvillc, and other 
French courtiers. This change of tbode and fituation 
was very little agreeable to that prhcefs. Befides her 
natural prepoifeffions in favour of a country in which 
1he had been educated from her e:rliefi: infancy, and 
where fhe had borne fo high a rark, lhe could not 
forbear both regretting the fociety of tlat people, fo cele .. 
bratcd for their humane difpofition, md their refpeCl:ful 
attachment to their fovereign, and rclleeting on the dif .. 
parity of the fcene which lay before her. It is faid, that, 
after lhe was embarked at Calais, llie kept her eyes 
fixed on the coafr of France, and 1ever turned them 
from that beloved objeCt, till darkntfs fell, and inter~ 
ceptcd it from her view. She then onered a couch to be 
fpread for her in the open air; and charged the pilot, 
that, if in the morning the land wee frill in-.fight, h~ 

Lhould 
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c H A 'P. {hould awake her, and afford her one parting view of 
XXXVlii. • . 11 h Lr n.· t d ~that country, m wh1ch a er anectiOnS were cen ere • 

1
56

1
• The weather proved calm, fo that the iliip made little 

way in the night-time: And Mary had once more an 

opportunity of fceing the French coafr. She fat up on 
her couch, and frill looking towards the land, often re
peated thefe words : " Farewell, France, farewell; I 
'' fhall never fee thee more u.') The firfr afpeCl, how
ever, of things in Scotland was more favourable, if not 
to her pleafure and happinefs, at leafr to her repofe and 
fecurity, than ihe had rcafon to apprehend. No fooner 
did the French gallies appear off Leith, than people of 
all ranks, who bad long expeCl:ed their arrival, flocked 
towards the fuore, with an earnefr impatience to behold 
and receive their young fovereign. Some were led by 
cluty, fome by interefr, fome by curiofity; and all com
bined to exprefs their attachment to her, and to infinuate 

themfelves into her confidence, oh the commencement of 
her adminifrration. She had now reached her nineteenth 
year; and the bloom of her ~outh and amiable beauty of 

her perfon were farther recommended by the affability of 

her addrefs, the politenefs of her manners, and the elegance 
of her genius. Well accompllihed in all the fuperficial, 
but engaging graces of a court, {he afforded, when bet
ter known, frill more promifing indications of her cha

raCter; and men prognofricated both humanity from her 
foft and obliging deportment, and penetration from her 
tafie in all the refined arts of mufic, eloquence, and 
poetry w. And as the Scots had long been deprived of 
the prefence of their fovereign, whom they once der 
fpaired ever more to behold among them, her arrival 
feemed to give univerfal fatisfaCl:ion · and nothincr ap-

' 0 

peat<ed about the court, but fymptoms of affeClion, joy, 

and fefiivi ty. 
u Keitb, P• 179• Jebb, vol. ii. p. 4&3. w Buchan. lib. ~vii. 

c. 9· Spotfwood, P• 178t 179· Ke:th, p xSo. ';fhuan, l1b, x-xix. c. z, 
Tu-E 
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'THE firfi meafures, which Mary embraced, confirmed C H A P. 
· ffi . d . h r S XXXVIli. ~11 the prepo dlions entertame m er 1avour. he fol- .__,...__, 

lowed the advice given her in France by D'Oifel and 1561. 

the bifhop of Amiens, as well as her uncles; and ihe 
befiowed her confidence entirely on the leaders of the 
reformed party, who had greateft influence over the 

· people, and who, fhe found, were alone able to fupport 
her government. Her brother, lord James, whom ihe 
foon after created earl of M urray, obtained the chief au
thority; and after him Lidington, fecretary of ftate, a 
man of great fagacity, had a principal ihare in her confi
dence. By the vigour of thefe merr's meafures ihe endea
voured to eftablifh order and j ufiice in a country, divided 
by public faCtions and private feuds; and that fierce, in
traCtable people, unacquainted with laws and obedience, 

feemed, for a time, to fubmit peaceably to her gentle and 
prudent adminifiration. 

BuT there was one circumftance, which blafied all 
thefe promifing appearances, and bereaved l\Iary of that 
general favour, which her agreeable manners and judi
cious deportment gave her j ufi: reafon to expect. She 
was ftill a papift; and though lhe publifhed, foon after 
her arrival, a proclamation, enjoining every one to fub
rnit to the efiablilhed religion, the preachers and their 
adherents could neither be reconciled to a perfon polluted 
with fo great an abomination, nor lay afide their jealou
fies of her future conduCt. It was with great difficulty 
1he could obtain permiffion for faying mafs in her own 
chapel ; and had not the people apprehended, that, if 
fhe had here met with a refufal, ih~ wou ld infbntly have 
returned to France, the zealots ne\.·er would have granted 
her even that fmall indulgence. The cry was, " Shall 
" we fufFer that idol to be agai n ereCted within the 
" realm ?" It was afferted in the pulpit, that one mafs 
was more terrible than ten thoufand armed men landed to 

invade 
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c H A P. invade the kingdom x: Lord Lindefey, and the gentle• 
XXXVIII. . . d Th h "d 1 fh Id d" ~men of F1fe, exclatme , " at t e 1 o ater ou 1e 

J561. the death;" fuch was their expreffion. One that carried 
·tapers for the ceremony of that worfhip, was attacked 
and infulted in the court of the palace. And if lord 
J ames, and fome popular leaders, had not interpofed, the 
moft dangerous uproar was jufily apprehended, from the 
ungoverned fury of the multitude Y. The ufual prayers 
in the churches were to this purpofe: That God would 
turn the queen's heart, which was obftinate againfr him 
and his truth ; or if his holy will be otherwife, that he 

would ftrengthen the hearts and hands of the eleCt, ftout.J 

ly to oppofe the rage of all tyrants ,;• Nay, it was openly 

called in queftion, whether that princefs, being an ido· 

latrefs, was entitled to any authority, even in civil mat.:. 

ters a? 
THE helplefs queen was every moment expofed to con• 

tumely, which fhe bore with benignity and patience. 

Soon after her arrival fhe dined in the caftle of Edinburgh; 

and it was there contrived, that a boy, fix years of age, 
fuould be let down from the roof, and fhould prefent her 

with a bible, a pfalter, and the keys or the caftle. Left 
fhe fhould be at a lofs to underfl:and this infult on her as 
a papift ; all the decorations expreffed the burning of 
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, and other punifhments 
infli8ed by God upon idolatry b. The town council of 
Edinburgh had the affurance, from their own authority, 
to iffue a proclamation banifhing from their diftriCt, "all 
" the wicked rabble of antichrifr, the pope, fuch as 
" priefts, monks, friars, together with adulterers and for
" nicators c." And becaufe the privy-council fufpended 

the magiftrates for their infolence, the paffionate hifto .. 

x Knox, p. 2S7. 
~ Keith, p. 1 79• 
s; lbill. P• 192.• 

Y lbid. p. ~84, zB 51 :~87. Spotfwood, p. 179• 
a lbid, P• zcz, b Ibid. p. 189, 
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rians d of that age have inferred, that the queen was en- C H A P. 

XXXVIII. 
gaged, by a fympathy of manners, to take adulterers and....__......_-...~ 
fornicators under her protetl:ion. It appears probable~ 156,. 

that the magifirates were afterwards reinfia ted in their 
office, and that their proclamation was confirmed e. 

BuT all the infolence of the people was inconl1derable 
in comparifon of that which was exercifed by the clergy 
an~ the preachers, who took a pride in vilifying, even to 
her face, this amiable princefs. The affembly of the 
~hurch frarrted an addrefs, in which, after telling her, that 
her mafs was a bafiard fervice of God, the fountain of all 
impiety, and the fource of every evil which abounded in 
the realm; they expreired their hopes; that 1he wouldJ 
ere this time, have preferred truth to her own precon
ceived opinion, and have renounced her religion, which, 
they airured her; was nothing but abomination and vanity. 
They faid, that the prefent abufes of government were fo 
enormous, that, if a fpeedy remedy were not provided, 
God would not fail in his anger to !hike the head and 
the tail, the difobedient prince flnd f:nful people. They 
required, that fevere pt:nifhmcnt fnould be inflicted on 
adulterers and fornicators. · And they concluded with 
demanding for themfelves fome add!tion both of power 
and property r. 

· THE ringleader in all thefe infults on majef!y was John 
Knox; who poffeffed an uncontrouled ·authority in the 
church, and even in the civil affarrs of the nation, and 
who triumphed in the contumelious ufage of his rove
reign. His ufual appellation for the queen was Jezabel; 
and though ilie endeavoured, by the mofi gracious con

defcenfion, to win his favour, all her infinuations could 
gain nothing on his obdurate heart. She· promifed him 
accefs to her whenever he demanded it; and fhe even 

.. K'lOlC, P· 2.9:l· 

Keith, p. %Ot, 

VoL. V. 

Buthan. lib. xvii . c. zo, Haynes, vol. i. P• 37%• 
f Knox, p. 3n, 312 
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c H A P dcfired him if he found her blameable in any thing, f(d 
XXXVHI ' '}'f h . ~ r('prehcnd her freely in private, rather than vt ~ Y er m 

156!. the pulpit before the whole people: But he plainly told 
her, that he had a public minifiry entrufied to hrm; that 
if ihe would come to church, the iliould there hear the 

crofipel of truth· and that it was not his bufinefs to apply 
b ' to every individual, nor bad he leifure for that occupa-

tion e:. The political principles of the man, which he 
communicated to his brethren, were as full of fedition as 
his theological were of rage and bigotry. Though he 

once condefcended fo far as to tell the queen, that he 
would fubmit to her, in the fame manner as Paul did to 

Nero h; he remained not long in this dutiful ftrain. He 
faid to her, that " Samuel feared not to flay Agag, the 

" fat and delicate king of Amalek, whom king Saul had 
"' faved: Neither fpared Elias Jezabel's falfe prophets, 

" and Baal's priefis, though King Ahab was prefent. 

'' Phineas," added he, " was no magifirate; yet feared 
" he not to fhike Co!bie and Zimri in the very act 

" of filthy fornication. And fo, Madam, your grace 

<• may fee, that others than chief magifirates may law

" fully inflict punifhmcnt on fuch crimes as are con
" demned by the law of God i." Knox had formerly, 

during the reign of Mary of England, written a book 
againft female fucceffion to the crown: The title of it 

is, The jirjl blqjl of tbe trumpet agai1:Jl the monjb·ous regi

mm of women. He was too proud either to recant the 

tenets of this book, or even to apologize for them; and 
his conduct ili.ewed, that he thought no more civility than 

loyalty due to any of the female fex. 
THE whole life of Mary was, from the demeanour of 

thefe men, filled with bitternefs and forrow. This rufiic 
apofile fcruples not, in his hifiory, to inform us, that he 

once treated her with fuch feverity, that £he loft ~n corn· 

~ Knox, p. 3 to, h Ibid, p, ~ss. 1 Ibid. p, 32.6. 
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mand of temper, and difrolved in tears before h1m: YetC H A P. 
r r c b · d . h XXXVIII. 
10 1ar 1rom emg move W i t youth, and beauty, and ----..r----1 
royal dignity reduced to that condition, he pcr(evered in 156r. 

his infolent reproofs; and when he relates this incicicnt, 
he difcovers a vifible pride and f::~tisfatl:ion in his own 
conduCt 1c. The pulpits had become mere (ccncs of rail-
ing againfr the vices of the CO'lrt; among which were 
always noted as the principal, feafiing, finery, dancing, 
balls, and whoredom, their nerefrary attendant 1• Some 
ornaments, which the laclies at that time wore upon 
their petticoats, excited mightily the indignation of the 

preachers; and they affirmed, t at fu~b vanity would pro-

voke God's vengeance, not only againfr thefe fooli!h wo-

men, but againfr the whole re~lm ". 

M A R Y, whofe age condition, and education invited 
her to liberty and checrfulnefs, was cut bed in all ;J.mufe

ments, by the abfurd feverity of thefe reformers; and 

1he found every moment re:1fon to regret her leaving that 
country, from whofc manners fhe had in her early youth 
received the firfr impreffions "· Her two uncles, the 
duke of Aumale, and the grand prior, with the other 

French nobility, foon took leave of her: The marquis 

'of Elbeuf remained fome time lc;mger; but after his de
parture, !he was left to the fociety of her own fu hjeB:s; 
men unacquainted with the pL aiures of converfation, 
ignorant of arts and civility, and corrupted, beyond the1r 
ufual rufiicity, by a difr.1al fanati , if m, which rendered 
them incapable of all humanity or improvement Though 
Mary had made no attempt to refiore the ancient reli
gion, her popery was a fufficient cnme: Though her be
haviour was hitherto irrep' oachable, and her manners 

fweet and engaging, her gaiety and eafe were interpreted 

as figns of ddfolute vanity. And to the har!h and pre-

k KnoJC, P• j3z, 333• 
n lb1d, p. 294• 
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c H A P. pofierous ufage, which this princef:s met with, may, In 
e~ part, be afcribed thofe errors of her fubfequent conJuCl:,_ 

156,. which feemed fo little of a piece with the general tenor of 

her charaCter. 
THERE happened to the marquis of Elbeuf, before 

his departure, an adventure, which, though frivolous, 

might enable him to give Mary's friends in France a me

lancholy idea of her fituation. This nobleman, with 
the earl of Bothwel, and fome other young courtiers, 

had been engaged, after a debauch, to pay a vifit to a wo

man called Alifon Craig, who was known to be liberal 

.of her favours; and becaufe they were denied admittance, 

they broke the windows, thrufi open the door, and com

mitted fome diforders, in fearching for the damfel. It 

happened, that the a:ffembly of the church was fitting at 

that time, and they immediately took the matter under 

their cognizance. In conjunCl:ion with feveral of the 

nobility, they prefented an addrefs to the queen, which 
was introduced with this awful prelude. "To the queen~s 
" majefiy, and to her fecret and great council, her 

" grace's faithful and obedient fubjetl:s, the profe:ffors of 

'' Chri!l: Jefus's holy evangil, wiili the fpirit of righte
" ous judgment." The tenor of the petition was, that 

the fear of God, the duty which they owed her grace, 

and the terrible threatenings, denounced by God againft 
every city er country where horrible crimes were openly 

committed, compelled them to demand the fevere puniili
rncnt of fuch as had done what in them lay to kindle the 

wrath of God againft the whole realm : That the ini
quity, of which they complained, was fo .heinous and 

fo horrible, that they fhould efieem themfel ves accom

plices in it, if they had been engaged by worldly fear, or 

~er~ile c~~plaifance, to pafs it over in filence, or bury 
1t m obhv10n ~ That as they owed her grace obedience 

in the adminiftration of jufiice, fo were they entitled to 
require 
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require of her, in return, the !harp and condign punilh- c H A P. 

f h. . h' h h d . . h XXXVIII. 
ment o t IS enormtty, w tc , t ey repeate It, m1g t '-v---J 
draw down the vengeance of God on the whole kingdom: xs61, 

And that they maintained it to be her duty to lay afide 
all private affetl:ions towards the atl:ors is fo heinous a 
crime, and fo enormous a villany, and without delay 

bring them to a trial, and inflict the feverefr penalties upon 

them. The queen gave a gracious reception to this per-

emptory addrefs; but becaufe fue probably thought, that 

breaking the windows of a brothel merited not fuch fe· 
vere reprehenfion, fue only replied, that her uncle was a 

{hanger, and that he was attended by a young company; 

But lhe would put fuch order to him and to all others, 
that her fubjeas lhould henceforth have no reafon to 

complain. Her paffing over this incident fo flightly was 

the fource of great difcontent, and was regarded as a 
proof of the mofr profligate manners 0 • It is not to 
be omitted, that Alifon Craig, the caufe of all the up-
roar, was known to entertain a commerce with the 
earl of Arran, who, on account of his great zeal for 

the reformation, was, without fcruple, indulged in that 

enormityP. 

SoME of the populace of Edinburgh broke into the 

queen's chapel during her abfence, and committed out

rages; for which two of them were inditl:ed, and it was 
intended to bring them to a trial. Knox wrote circular 

letters to the mofl: confiderable zealots of the party, and 
charged them to appear in town, and protetl: their bre
thren. The holy facraments, he there faid, are abufed by 
profane papifrs; the mafs has been faid; and in wor
lhipping that idol, the prie!ts have omitted no ceremony, 
not even the conjuring of their accurfed water, that had 
ever been pratl:ifed in the time of the greateft blind11efs . 

Thefe violent meafures for oppofing jufl:ice were little 

Knox, p. 3os, 303, 304, Keith, p. 509. 
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c H A P. fl1crt of rebellion; and K~cx was fummoned before 
XXXVJI. . T f 
'----._,----J the council to anfwer for h1s offence. he courage o 

J_s6r. the man was equal to his infolencc. He fcrupled not 

to tell the queen, that the pefblent papifts, who had 

inflamed her agamfr thefe holy men, were f1e fons of 

the devil; and mufr therefore obey the direCtions of their 

father, who had been a liar and a manflayer from the 

beginning. The matter ended with the full acquittal 

of Knox q, Randolf, the Engli!h ambaffador in Scot

land, had reafon to write to Cccil, fpeaking of the 

Scottifh nation: " I think marveloufly of the wifdom 

'~ ot God, that ga~e this unruly, inconftant, and 

" cumberfome people no more power nor fubftance: For 
'' they would otherwifc run wild r," 

\VE have related thefe inc1dents at greater length, than 

the neceffity of our fubjeC\: may feem to require: But 

even trivial circumftanccs, which £how the manners of 

the age, are often more infiruC\:ive, as well as entertain

ing, than the great trat1fa8ions of wars and negociations, 

w·\-.i_h ate nearly fimilllr in all periods and in all countries 

of the world 
THE 1 eformed clergy in Scotland had, at that time, 

a very n<~tural 1eafon for their ill-humour, namely, the 

pove~ty or rather bcggary, to which they were reduced. 

'I he nob lity and gentry had at fidl: laid their hands on 

:a11 the property of the regular clergy, without making 

a:1y p ovifinn for the friars and nuns, whom they turn.ed 

out of their poift:ffiuns. The fecular clergy of the ca

tholic communion, though thry loft all ecclefiaftical ju

rifdietiOn, fbll held fome of the temporalities of their be

nd1ces; and either became laymen themfelves, and con

vrrted them into private property, or made conveyance 

of them at low prices to the nobility, who thus enriched 

thcmfelves by the plunder of the church. The new 

~ Knox, P· 336, 34Z• r l<.eith, p. :2.02.. 
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t-eachers had hitherto fubfified chiefly by the voluntary c H A P. 

bl 
. f h r . hf ] d . d' XXXVlll, o attons o t e 1a1t u ; an m a poor country, 1-~ 

vided in religious fentiments, this efl:ablifument was 1561. 

regarded as very fcanty and very precarious. Repeated 

applications were made for a legal fettlement to the 

preachers; and though almoft every thing in the king-

dom was governed by their zeal and caprice, it was with 

difficulty that their requefl: was at la:fi complied with. 
The fanatical fpirit which they indulged, and their in-

dufiry in decrying the principles and practices of the 
Romifu communion, which placed fuch merit in enrich-

ing the clergy, proved now a very fcnfible ob!lacle to 

their acquifitions. The convention, however, paffed a 

vote'., by which they divided all the ecclefiafrical bene-

fices into twenty-one fhares: They affigned fourteen to 

the ancient poffdlors .: Of the remaining feven they 

granted three to the crown ; and if that were found to 

anfwer the public expences, they befrowed the overplus 

on the reformed minifiers. The queen was empowere<! 

to levy all the feven; and it V{as ordained, that £he lhould 

afterwards pay to the clergy what fuould }?e judged to ~ 

fuffice for their maintenance. The nc.ceffities of the 

crown, .the rapacity of the courtiers, and the fmall af
feCl:ion which Mary bore to the proteftant ecclefiafrics, 

t"endered their revenues contemptible as well as uncertaip; 

and the preachers, finding that they could not rival the . 

gentry, or even the middling rank of men, in opulence 
and plenty, were neceffitated to betake themfelves to other 

expedients for fupporting their authority. They affected 

a furious zeal for religion, morofe manners, a vulgar and 

familiar, yet myfierious cant; and though the libe-

rality of fubfequent princes put them afterwarqs on a 

pccter footing with regard to revenue, and thereby cor-

s Knox1 P• ~96. Keith, P• 1.10, 
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c f! A P. reCl:ed in fame degree thofe bad habits; it rnuft be con
XXXVIII. d f. ..,__,._., feffed, that, while many other advantages atten pre-

1561. byterian government, thefe inconveniencies are not 

eafily feparated from the genius of that ecclefiaftical 

polity. 
THE queen of Scots, ddtitute of a11 force, poffeffing 

a narrow revenue, furrounded with a faCl:ious turbulent 

nobility, a bigotted people, and infolent ecclefiafiics, fool'\ 

founrl, that her only expedient for maintaining tranquil

lity was to preferve a good correfpondence with t Eliza

beth, who, by former connexions and fervices, had ac· 

9uired fuch authority over all thefe ranks of men. Soon 

after her arrival in Scotland, fecretary Lidington was 

fent to London, in order to pay her compliments to the 

queen, and ex.prefs her defirc of friendlhip and a good 

~orrefpondence; and he received a commiffion from ~er, 
as well as from th_e nobility of Scotland, to demand, as 

a means of cementing this friendihip, that Mary fuould, 

by a Cl: of p<Hliament or by proclamation (for the differ~ 
ence betwee~ thefe fecurities was not then deemed very 

confiJerable) ~Je declared fucceffor to the crown. No 

requeft could be more unreatonable, or made at a more 

improper juncture. The queen replied, that Mary haq 

once difcovercd }:ler intention not to wait for the fuccef

fion, but had openly., without ceremony or referve, af

fumed the title of queen of England, and had pretended 

a fuperior right to her throne and kingdom: That 

though her am bafTadors, and thofe of her hufband, the 

French king, had figned a treaty, in which they re
nounced that claim, and promifed fatisfaetion for fo 

great an indignity, fhe was fo intoxicated with this ima

ginary right, that £he had rejeeted the moft earn~ft foli

.c;i~~tions, and even, as fome end~avoured to p~rfuade 

't ~'ebb, vol. ii, p. 456. 
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her, had incurred fome danger in croffing the feas, ra- c H A P. 

ther than ratify that equitable treaty: That her partizans~ 
~very where had frill the affurance to infifr on her title, 1s6•. 
and had prefumed to talk of her own birth as illegi-

timate : That while affairs were on this footing; 

while a claim thus openly made, fo far from being 

openly renounced, was only fufpended till a more fa-

vourable opportunity, it would in her be the mofr egre-

gious imprudence to fortify the hands of a pretender to 

her crown, by declaring her the fucceffor: That no ex-
pedient could be worfe imagined for cementing friendfhip 
than fuch a declaration ; and kings were often found to 
bear no good will to their fucceffors, even though their 

own children; much more when the connexion was lefs 

intimate, and when fuch caufe of difgu!l: and jea1oufy 

had already been given, and indeed was fiill continued, 

on the part of Mary: That though fhe was willing, 
from the amity which fhe bore her kinfwoman, to afcribe 
her former pretenfions to the advice of others, by whofe 
direCtion lhe was then governed ; her prefent refufal to 

relinquilh them could proceed only from her own prepof-

feffions, and was a proof that .fue frill harboured fome 
dangerous defigns againft her: That it was the nature of 

all men to be difgufred with the prefent, to entertain 
flattering views of futurity, to think their Cervices ill 

rewarded, to expect a better recompence from the fuc-
cefTor; and :lhe fhould efteem herfelf fcarcely half a Cove-

reign over the Englifh, if they faw her declare her heir, 
and arm her rival with authority againfr her own repofe 
and fafety : That fhe knew the inconftant nature of the 

people; fhe was acquainted with the prefent divifions in 
rei gion; :lhe was not ignorant, that the fame party, 
which expected greater favour during the reign of Mary, 

~id a1fo imagine, that the title of that princefs was fu-
perior 
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c H A P. perior to her own: Th::tt for her part, whatever claims 
XXXVIII. · d }' d d' '-v--' were advanced, fue was determme to tve an 1e queen 

H6I. of England; and after her death, it was the bufinefs of 
others to examine who had the beft pretenfions, either by 
the laws or by right of blood, to the fucceffion: That 
1he hoped the claim of the queen of Scots woula then be 

found folid; and confidering the injury, which fhe herfelf 

had received, it was fufficient indulgence, if fhe pro

mifed, in the mean time, to do nothing which might, in 
any refpeCt, weaken or invalidate it: And that Mary, if 

her title were really preferable, a point, which, for her 

own part, fhe had never enquired into, po!fe!fed all ad

vantages above her rivals ; who, deil:itute Loth of prefent 

power, and of all fupport by friends, would only expofe 

themfelvcs to inevitable ruin, by advancing any weak, or 

even doubtful pretenfions u. 

THESE views of the queen were fo prudent and judi-

cious, that there was no likelihood of her ever departing 

from them: But that fhe might put the matter to a fuller 

proof, fhe offered to explain the words of the treaty of 

Edinburgh, fo as to leave no fufpicion of their excluding 

Maryts right of fucceffion w; and in this form, £he again 

required her to ratify that treaty. Matters at laft came 

to this ifrue, that Mary agreed tq the propofal, and of
ferred to renounce all prefent pretenfions to the crown of 

England, provided Elizabeth would agree to declare her 

the fucce!for x. But fuch was the jealous charaCter of 

this latter princefs, that fue never would confent to 

firengthen the interefi: and authority of any claimant, by 
fixing the fucceffion ; much lefs would ilie make this 
conceffion in favour of a rival quren, who poffe!fcd fuch 

p1aufible pretenfions for the prefent, and who, though 

u Buchanan, lib. xvii. c. 14-17. Camden, p. 385. Spotfwoo~, 
!'• 18o, 181. w Ibid. p, 181, x Haynes, vol. i, p. 377• 
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fhe might verbal] y renounce them, could eafil y refume c H A l>. 

h 1 · h fi n.. • 1\lf . XXXVIII. 
er c atm on t e rn opportumty. '.Lary's propofal, '-v---1 

however, bore fo fpecious an appearance of equity and 156.r. 

jufiice, that Elizabeth, fcnfible that reafon would, by 

fuperficial thinkers, be deemed to lie entirely on that fide, 

made no more mention of the matter; and though farther 

conceffions were never made by either princefs, they put 

on all the appearances of a cordial reconciliation and 

friend !hip with each other. 

THE queen obferved, that, even without her intcrpo- Wife go-

~ · 1\1 {i ffi · 1 d rr d b h . vernment of JltLOn, ary was u ctent y eprene y t e mutmous El:zabeth
4 

fpirit of her own fubjetl:s; and infiead of giving Scot-

land, for the prefent, any inquietude or difiurbance, 

fhe employed herfelf; more ufefully and laudably, in re

gulating the affairs of her own kingdom, and promoting 

the happinefs of her people. She made fome progrefs in 

paying thofe great debts which lay upon the crown; fhe 

regulated the coin, which had been much debafed by her 

predeceifors; !he furni!hed her arfenals with great quan-

tities of arms from Germany and other places; engaged 

her nobility and gentry to imitate her example in this 

particular; introduced into the kingdom the art of ma-

king gun-powder and brafs cannon; fortified her fron-

tiers on the fide of Scotland ; made frequent reviews of 

the militia; encouraged agriculture by allowing a free 

exportation of corn ; promoted trade and navigation ; 

and fo much encreafcd the fhipping of her kingdom, both 

by building veffels of force herfelf, and fuggefiing like 

undertakings to the merchants, that fue was jufily fiiled 

the refrorcr of n::tval glory, and the queen of the northern 

feas ·. The natural frugality of her temper, fo far from 

incapacitating her from thefe greatenterprizes, only enabled 

her to execute them with greater certainty and fuccefs; 

and all the world faw in her conduB: the happy effeCts 

Y Camden,~ p. 3S8, Strype, vol. i. P• z3o, 336, 337• 
of 
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c I-! A P. of a vigorous perfeverance injudicious and well concerted 
:~XXVIII. • n. 
'----v--' projeus. 

'SSJ. IT is eafy to imagine, that fo great a princefs, who 
enjoyed fuch fingular felicity and renown, would receive 
propofals of marriage from every one, that had any like
lihood of fucceeding; and though fhe had made fome 
public declarations in favour of a fingle life, few be
lieved, that lhc would perfevere for ever in that refolu
tion. The archduke Charles, fecond fon of the empe
ror:~., as well as Cafimir, fon of the eletlor Palatine, 
made applications to her; and as this latter prince pro• 
felfcd the reformed religion, he thought himfelf, on that 
account, better entitled to fucceed in his addre!fts. 
Eric, king of Sweden, and Adolph, duke of Holfl:ein, 
were encouraged by the fame views to become fuitors: 
And the earl of Arran, heir to the crown of Scotland, 
was, by the fiates of that kingdom, recommended to her 
as a fuitable marriage. Even fome of her own fubjects, 
though they did not openly declare their pretenfions, en
tertained hopes of fuccefs. The earl of Arundel, a 
perfon declining in years, but defcended from an ancient 
and noble family, as well as poffeffed of great riches, 
:flattered himfelf with this profpeB:; as did alfo Sir Wil
liam Pickering, a man much eil:eemed for his perfonal 

merit. But the perfon mofi likely to fucceed, was a 
younger fon of the late duke of Northumberland, lord 
Robert Dudley, who, by means of his exterior qualities2 

joined to ad~refs and flattery, had become, in a man
ner, her declared favourite, and had great influence in 
all her counfels. The lefs worthy he appeared of this 
ilifiinEtion, the more was his great favour afcribed to 
fome violent affection, which could thus feduce the 
judgment of this penetrating princefs; and men long 

"' Haynes, vol. i. p. Z:)l• 

expeaed, 
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expeCl:ed, that he would obtain the preference above fo C H A P. 
. d l B h XXXVIJJ . many pnnces an monarc 1s. ut t e queen gave all '-v----i 

thefe fuitors a gentle refufal, which .fi:ill encouraged their 1561. 

purfuit; and the thought, that the 1hould the better at-
tach them to her interefts, if they were frill allowed to 
entertain hopes of fucceeding in their pretenfions. It is 

alfo probable, that this policy was not entirely free from 
a mixture of female coquetry; and that, though 1he 
was determined in her own mind never to 1hare her 
power with any man, !he was not difpleafcd with the 
court1hip, felicitation, and profeffions of love, which the 
defirc of acquiring fo valuable a prize procured her from 
all quarters. 

vVHAT is mofi: fingular in the conduCt and charaCter 
of Elizabeth, is, that, though !he determined never to 
have any heir of her own body, fhe was not only very averfe 
to fix any fucceffor to the crown; but feems alfo to have 
refolved, as far as it lay in her power, that no one, who 
had pretenfions to the fucccffion, 1hould ever have any 

heirs or fucceffors. If the exclufion given by the will 
of Henry VIII. to the pofl:erity of Margaret, queen of 
Scotlznd, was allowed to be valid, the right to the crown 
devol veJ on the houfe of Suffolk; and the lady Catharine 

Gray, younger fifi:er to the lady Jane, was now the heir 
of that family. This lady had been married to lord Her
bert, fon of the earl of Pembroke; but having been di
vorced from that nobleman, 1he had made a private ma•·
riage with the earl of Hertford, fon of the proteCl:or; and 
her hufband, foon after confummation, travelled into 

France. In a little time £he appeared to be pregnant, 
which fo enraged Elizabeth, that the threw her into the 
Tower, and fummoned Hertford to appear, in order to 
anfwer for his mifdemeanor. He made no fcruple of ac
knowledging the marriage, which, though concluded 

without the queen's confent) was entirely fuitable to both 
6 parties; 
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c H A P. parties; and for this oflence he was alfo committed t.o 
~~the Tower. Elizabeth's feverity fioppeJ not here: She 

J_s6I· iffued a commiffion to enquire into the matter; and as 

Hertford could not, within the time limited, prove the 

nuptials by witneffes, the commerce between him and his 

confort was declared unlawful, and their pofterity ille

gtttmate. They were fiill detained in cufiody; but by 
bribing their keepers, they found means to have farther 

intercourfc; and another child appeared to be the fruit of 

their commerce. This was a frdh fource of vexation to 

the queen ; who made a fine of fifteen thoufand pounds 

be fet on Hertford by the fiar-chamber, and ordered his 

confinement to be thenceforth more rigid and fevere. He 
lay in this condition for nine years, till the death of his 

wife, by f1 eeing Elizabeth from all fears, procured him his 

liberty a. This extreme feverity muil: be accounted for, 

either by the unrelenting jealoufy of the queen, who was 

afraid left a pretender to the fucceffion lhould acquire 

credit by having ifrue; or by her malignity, which, with 

all her great qualities, made one ingredient in her cha

racter, and which led her to envy in others thofc natural 

pleafures of love and pofierity, of which her own ambi

tion and defire of dominion made her renounce all pro· 

fpeet for herfelf. 
THERE h::1ppencd, about this time, fome other events 

in the royal family, where the queen's condutl: was more 

laudable. Artbur Pole, and his brother, nephews to the 

late cardinal, ~nd defcended from the duke of Clarence, 

together with Anthony Fortefcue, who had married a 

fifler of thefe gentlemen, and fome other perfons, were 

brought to their trial for intending to withdraw into 

:France, with a view of foliciting fuccours from the duke 

of Guife, of returning thence into Wales, and of pro· 

claiming Mary queen of England, and Arthur Pole duke 

a Haynes, vol. i, P· 369, 37~, 396. Camden, p. 389. Heylin, P• I 54• 
of 
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of Clarence. They confcffcd the indictment, but affert- c H A P. 
. . xxxvnr. 

ed 1 that they never meant to execute thefe projects clunng '-..r--J 
the queen's life-time: They had only deemed fuch pre- 1 S6I. 

cautions requifite in cafe of her demife, which, fome pre-
tenders to judicial afirology had affured them, they might 
with certainty look for before the year expired. They 
were condemned by the jury; but received a pardon from 
the q ueen's clemency b. 

ll Strype, vol. i. p. 3 33• Heylin1 P• I 54• 
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C I-I A P. XXXIX. 

State of Europe - Civil wars of France

Havre dt Grace put in pojfejjion of the Englijh -
;1 parliamertt--l-Iavre loft-Affairs of Scot· 

land--'I'he queen of Scots marries the earl of 

Darnley- Confederacy againft the proteflants 

-lvfurder of Rizzio-A. parliament

Murder of Darnley -- ~uecn of Scots marries 

Bothwel--Infurreftion in Scotland-- Impri

Jonment of Mary--Jviary flies into England-

Conferences at York and Hampton Court. 

c H A P. AFTER the commencement of the religious wars 
XXXIX. · F h" h d d h fl .fh. k" ~ m ranee, w IC ren ere t at oun mg mg-

ts6z. dom, during the courfe of near forty years, a fcene of 
State of d d 11 h . . £ 
Euro

2
e, horror an evan:ation, t e great nval powers m urope 

were Spain and England ; and it was not long before an 
animofity, firfl: political, then perfonal, broke out between 

~he fovereigns of thefe countries. 
PHILIP II. of Spain, though he reached not any en .. 

larged views of policy, was endowed with great indufiry 
and fagacity, a remarkable caution in his enterprizes, an 

unufual forcfight in all his meafures; and as he was ever 
cool and feemingly unmoved by paffion, and poffeffed 

neither talents nor inclination for war, both · his fubjeets 
and his neighbours had reafon to expeCl: juftice, happinefs, 

and tranquillity, from his adminiflration. But prejudices 
had on him as pernicious effeCl:s as ever paffion had on 
any other monarch ; and the fpirit of bigotry and tyran· 

:ny, by which he was aCtuated, with the fraudulent max· 
ims 
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ims which governed his counfels, excited the moll vio- c r..:r A P. 

1 
· . . • h. l d l . . XXXIX. 

ent ag1tat10n among ts own pcop e, engage 11m m,.___,_~ 
aB:s of the mofi enormous cruelty, and threw all Europe 1 soz. 

into combufiion. 
AFTER Philip had concluded peace at Cateau-Cam

brefis, and had remained fome time in the Nether lands, 

in order to fettle the afFairs of that country, he embarked 

for Spain; and as the gravity of that n~tion, with their 

refpccHul obedience to their prince, had appeared more 

agreeable to his humour, than the homely familiar man

ners, and the pertinacious liberty of the Flemings, it 

was expeCted, that he would for the future refide alto

gether at Madrid, and would govern all his extcnfive: 

dominions by Spanifh minificrs and Spani{h counfels. 

Having met with a violent tcmpefi on his voyage, he no 

fooner arrived in harbour, than he fell on his knees; and 

after giving thanks for his deliverance, he vowed, th"t 

his life, which was thus providentiallyfaved, !hould thence
forth be entirely devoted to the extirp2.tion of hcrcfy c. 

His fubfcquent conduCt correfpondcd to thefe profeffions. 

Finding that the new dotl:rines had penetrated into Spain, 

he let loofe the rage of perfecution again:fl: all who pro

feffed them, or were fufpetl-ed of adhering to them; and 

by his violence he gave new edge, even to the ufual cru

elty of priefis and inquifitors. He threw into prifon 

Confiantine Ponce, who had been confeffor to his father, 

the emperor Charles; who had attended him during his 

retreat; and in whofe arms that great monarch had ter

minated his life: And after this ecclefiafiic died in con

.finement, he flill ordered him to be tried and cond(mned 

for herefy, and his fiatue to be committed to the flames. 

He even deliberated, whether he ihould not excrcife like 

feverity again:!l: the memory of his father, who was fuf

peCted, during his later years, to have indulged a pro-

. c Thuanus, lib, xxiii. cap. 14, 

Vo1.. V. F penfity 
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c H A P. penfity towards the Lutheran princ}ples: In his unrelenf• 
XXXIX. d · h r. "---v---1 ing zeal for orthodoxy, he fpare ne1t er age, 1ex, nor 

J56z, condition: He was prefent, with an inflexible counte• 
nance at the mofi barbarous executions: He iffued rigo· 

' rous orders, for the profecution of heretics, in Spain, 

Italy, the Indies, and the Low Countries: And having 

founded his determined tyranny on maxims of civil po

licy, as well as on principles of religion, he tnade it ap_ 

parent to all his fubjeCl:s, that there was no method, ex

cept the moft entire compliance, or moft obfiinate re. 

:fifiance, to efcape or elude the feverity of his vengeance. 

DuRING that extreme animofity, which prevailed be

tween the adherents of the oppofite religions, the civil 

magifirate, who found it difficult, if not impoffible, for 
the fame laws to govern fuch enraged adverfaries, was 

naturally led, by fpecious rules of prudence, in embracing 

one party, to declare war againft the other, and to exter

minate, by fire and fword, thofe bigots, who, from ab

horrence of his religion, had proceeded to an oppolition 

of his power, and to a hatred of his perfon. If any 

prince poifeffed fuch enlarged views as to forcfee, that a 

rr.utu:ll toleration would in time abate the fury of reli

gious prejudices, he yet met with difficulties in reducing 

this principle to praCtice; and might deem ;he malady 

too violent to await a remedy, which, though certain, 

mufi neceifarily be flow in its operation. But Philip, 

though a profound hypocrite, and extremely governed by 

felf-interefi, feems alfo to have been himfelf actuated by 

an imperious bigotry; and as he employed great refleetion 

in all his cond uCI:, he could eafily palliate the gratifica

tion of his natural temper under the colour of wifdom, 

and find in this fyfiem no lefs advantage to his foreign 
than his domefiic politics. By placing himfelf at the 

head of the catholic party, he converted the zealots of 

the ancient faith into partizans of Spanifh greatnefs; and 

by 
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b'y employin
0
0' the powerful allurement of reli::!"ion, he fe-r H A P. 

'-' XXXIX. 
duced every where the fubjeCl.s from that allegiance..___,.--~ 

which they owed to their nati\'e fovereign. 1 56a• 

THE courfe of events, guiding and concurring with 

choice, had placed Elizabeth in a fituation diametrically 

oppofite; and had raifed her to be the glory, tbe bulwark, 

and the fupport of the numerous, though frill perfccuted 

protefrants, throughout Europe. More moderate in her 

temper than Philip, fhe found, with pleafure, that the 

principles of her feet required not fuch extreme feverity 

in her domeftic government, as was exercifed by that 

monarch; and having no objeB: but felf-prefcrvation, fhe 

united her interefts in all foreign negociations with thofe 
who were every where ftruggling under oppreffion, and 

guarding themfelves againfi ruin and extermination. The 

more virtuous fovercign was thus happily thrown into the 

more favourable caufe; and fortune, in this infi-ance, con

curred with policy and nature. 

DuRING the life-time of Henry II. of France, and of 
his fucceffor, the force of thefe principles was fomewhat 

1;eftrained, though not altogether overcome, by motives 

of a fupcrior intere!t; and the dread of uniting Eng

land with the French monarchy, engaged Philip to main .. 

tain a good correfpondence with Elizabeth. Yet even 

during this period he rejeCl:ed the garter which fhe fent 

him; he refufed to gratify the ancient league between the 

houfe of Burgundy and England"; he furniihed lhips to 

tranfport French forces into Scotland; he endeavoured 

to intercept the earl of Arran, who was haflening to jcin 
the malcontents in that country; and the queen's wi!cfr 

minifiers frill regarded his friend!hip as hollow and pre

carious e. But no fooner did the death of Francis II. 

d Digges's Complet~: Ambaffldor, p. 369. Haynes, p. 5&5. Strype, 

vol, iv. No 246. e Hayne5, vol. i. P• zSo, :tSI. 283, ~g4· 

F 2 put 
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c H A P. put an end to Philip's apprehenfions with regarJ to 
xxxrx. . . fi · 11. Er b th 

"'--v--1 M;:try's fucceffion, than hts ammo tty agam1L tza e 

1.56z.. beg,m more openly to appear; and the interefis of Spain 

and thofc of England were found oppofite in every nego-

ciation and tranfaCl:ion. 
THE tv1o great monarchies of the continent, France 

and Spain, being po£fe£fcd of nearly equal force, were 

naturally antagonifl:s; and England, from its power and 

fituation, was intitled to fupport its own dignity, as well 
as tranquillity, by holding the balance between them. 

Whatever incident, therefore, tended too much to de

prefs one of thefe rival powers, as it left the other with

out controul, might be deemed contrary to the interefl:s 

of England: Yet fo much were thefe great maxims of 

policy over-ruled, during that age, by the difputes of 

theology, that Philip found an advantage in fupporting 

the efiabli{hed government and religion of France; and 

Elizabeth in proteCting faCl:ion and innovation. 

Civil wars The queen-regent of France, when reinfiated in au

of France. thority by the death of her fon, Francis, had formed a 

plan of adminifiration more fubtle than judicious; and 

balancing the catholics with the hugonots, the duke of 

Guife with the prince of Conde, ilie endeavoured to ren

der herfclf nece£fary to both, and to efrabli!h her own 

dominion on their confirained obedience r. But the equal 

counterpoife of power, which, among foreign nations, is 

the fource of tranquillity, proves always the ground of 

quarrel between domefric factions; and if the animofity 

of religion concur with the frequent occafions, which 
prefcnt themfelves, of mutual injury, it is impoffible, 

during any time, to preferve a firm concord in fo delicate 

a fituation. The confiable, Montmorency, moved by 
zeal for the ancient faith, joined himfelf to the duke of 

Guife: The king of N avarre, from his inconftant tem-

r Davila, lib. ii, 
pet, 
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per, and his jealoufy of the fuperior genius of his bro- C H A P. 

ther, embraced the fame party: And Catherine, finding, XX~IX., 
herfelf depreffcd by this combination, had rccourfe to 156.;. 

Conde and the hugonots, who gladly embraced the op

portunity of fortifying themfelves by her countenance and 

proteCl:ion g. An edict had been publi!hcd, granting a 

toleration to the protefiants; but the interd1:ed violence 
of the duke of Guife, covered with the pretence of reli-

gious zeal, broke through this agreement; and the two 

parties, after the fallacious tranquillity of a moment, re .. 

newed their mutual infults and injuries. Condc, Colig-
ni, Andelot, aflembled their friends, and flew to arms: 

Guife and Montmorency got poffcffion of the king's per

fan, and confirained the queen-regent to embrace their 

party: Fourteen armies were levied and put in motion in 

different parts of France h: each province, each city, 

each family, was agitated with intefiine rage and animo

fity. The father was divided againfi the' fon; brother 

againfl brother; and women themfelves, facrifi.cing their 

humanity as well as their timidity to the religious fury, 

difringui!hed themfelves by aCts of ferocity and vdour i. 

Wherever the hugonots prevailed, the images were broken, 

the altars pillaged, the churches demo1i!hcd, the monafie

ries confumed with fire: \Vherc fuccefs attended the Ca

tholics, they burned the bibles, re-baptized the inf;mts, 

confirained married perfons to pafs anew through the nup

tial ceremony: And plunder, defolation, and blood{hed 

attended equally the triumph of both parties. The parlia
ment of P ris itfelf, the feat of law and juHice, infie<:1d of 

employing its authority to compofe thefe fatal quarrds, 

publi!hed an ediCt, by which it put the fword into the 

hands of the enraged multitude, and empowered the ca

tholics every where to maHacre the hugonots k; And it 

g Davila, lib. i ii. h Father Paul, lib, vii, ~ lbid, 

f lbid Haynes, P• 39l• 

F wa 
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c H A P. was during this period, when men began to be fomewha~ 
~enlightened, and in this nation, renowned for polifhed 

J.s6z, manners, that the theological rage, which had long been 
boiling in men's veins, feems to have attained its lafl fiage 

of virulence and ferocity. 
PHILJP, j ealous of the progrefs which the hugonots 

made in France, and dreading that the contagion would 

fpread into the Low Country provinces, had formed a fe

cret alliance with the princes of Guife, and had entered 
into a mutual concert for the proteCl:ion of the ancient 

faith, and the fuppreffion of herefy. He now fent fix: 

thoufand men, with fame fupply of money, to reinforce 

the catholic party; and the prince of Conde, finding hirn

fclf unequal to fo gre:lt a combination, countenanced by 
the royal authority, was obliged to difpatch the Vidarne 

of Chartres and Brieguemaut to London, in order to crave 

the affifi:ance and protection of Elizabeth. Mofi: of the 

province of Normandy was poifdfed by the hugonots ~ 

Havre de And Conde offered to put Havre de Grace into the hands 
Grac~yut i~ of the Engliih; on condition, that, together with three 
f"' f ll~"'n 01 

the~r.glilh. tliouCand men for the garrifon of that place, the queen 
ihould likewife fend over three thoufand to defend Dieppe 

and Rouen, and fuould furniili the prince with a fupply 

o£ a hundred thoufand crowns 1, 

ELIZABETH, befides the general and effential intereft 

of fupporting the protefi:ants, and oppofing the rapid 

progrefs of her enemy the duke of Guife, had other 

motives which engaged her to accept of this propofal. 

-:..·~ h ... e.~. When fue concluded the peace at Cateau-Cambrefis, 
:fhe had good reafon to fore~ee, that France never would 

voluntarily fulfil the article, which regarded the refritu
tion of Calais; and many fubfequent incidents had tended 

to confirm this fufpicion. Confiderable fums of money 

~l..t been expended on the fortifications; long leafes ~ad 

l Forbes, vol. ii, p. 4!.1, 

'·' bee~ 
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l;een granted of the lands ; and many inhabitants had c H A P, 

b d b 
.ld d XXXIX. 

een encourage to m an fettle there, by affurances -..r--J 

that Calais £hould never be reftored to the Englifh m. The 156:1.. 

queen, therefore, wifely concluded, that, could £he get 

poffeffion of Havre, a place, which commanded the mouth 

of the Seine, and was of greater importance than Calais, 

fhe £hould cafily conftrain the French to execute the 

treaty, and £hould have the glory of reftoring to the 

crown that ancient poffe:ffion~ fo much the favourite of 

the nation. 
No meafure could be more generally odious in France, 

than the conclufion of this treaty with Elizabeth. Men 

were naturally led to compare the condutl of Guife, 

who had finally expelled the Englilh, and had debarred 

thefe dangerous and deftruCl:ivc enemies from all accefs 

into France, with the treafonable politics of Conde, who 

had again granted them an entrance into the heart of the 

kingdom. The prince had the more reafon to repent of 

this meafure, as he reaped not from it all the advan
tage which he expeCl:ed. Three thoufand Englifh im

mediately took poffe:ffion of Havre and Dieppe, under the 

command of Sir Edward Poinings; but the latter place 

was found fo little capable of defence, that it was im

mediate! y abandoned ". 1 he fiege of Rouen was al

ready formed by the ea holies, under the command of the 

king of N avarre and 1\tlontmorency; and it was with 

difficulty that Poinings could th.row a fmall reinforcement 

int"() the place. Though thefe Englifh troops behaved 

tfith gallantry 0 , and though the king of Navarre vvas 

mortally wounded during the fiege; the calholics frill 

continued the <•ttack of the place, and carrying it <.t la:fl: 

by • fTault, put tbe whole garrifon to the f\vord. The 

earl of Wanvic, eldeft fon of the late duke of 1 orth .. 

n Ibid. vol. ii. p. IS9• o Ibic. p. t6t. 

~mbcrla.nd 
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c H A P. umbcrland, arrived foon after at Havre, with another body 

~x~x~ of three thoufand Eno-lilh and fook on him the command 
~ 0' 

J562.. of the place. 
IT was expected, that the French catholics, flu!hed 

with their fuccefs at Rouen, would immediately have 

formed the Iiege of Havre, which was not as yet in any 

condition of defence ; but the intefiine diforders of the 

kingdom foon diverted their attention to another enter

prifc. Andelot, fcconded by the negociations of Eliza

beth, had levied a coniiderable body of proteflants in Ger

many; and having arrived at Orleans, the feat of the 

hugonots' power, he enabled the prince of Con de and 

th; admiral to take the field, and oppofe the progrefs of 

their enemies. After threatening Paris during fome time, 

they took their march towards Normandy, with a view 

of engaging the Englifh to acr in conjunction with 

them, and of fortifying themfelves by the farther affifr

ance, which they expected from the zeal and vigour of 

Elizabeth P. The catholics, commanded by the con

ftable, and under him by the duke of Guife, followed on 

their rear; and overtaking them at Dreux, obliged them 

to give battle. The field was fought with great obfii

nacy on both fides : And the aCl:ion was difiinguifhed by 
this fingular event, that Conde and Montmorency, the 

commanders of the oppofite armies, fell both of them 

prifoners into the hands of their enemies. 'rhe appear

ances of victory remained with Guife; but the admiral, 

whofe fate it ever was to be defeated, and frill to rife 

more terrible after his misfortunes, collected the remains 

of the army; and infpiring his own unconquerable cou

rage and conllancy into every breall, kept them in a body, 

and fubducd fome confiderable places in Normandy. Eli

zabeth, the better to fupport his caufe, fent him a new 

fupply of a hundred thoufand crowns; and offered, if 

P Forbes, p. 320. Davib, lib. iii. 
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he could find merchants to lend him the money, to give C n A P. 

h b d c h r f 1 .. ~XXIX. er on 10r anot er 1Um o equa amount q. "---...r---J 

THE expences, incurred by affi!ting the French hugo- 1563. 

d 
. , . J :t nU J JV ll'.o 

nots, ha emptted the queen s exchequer; and m order A rarl ia-
to obtain fupply, fhe found herfelf under a neceffity ofment. 

fummoning a parliament: An expedient, to which ihe· 

never willing! y had recourfe. A little before the meet-

ing of this affcmbly, fhe had fallen into a dilngerous ill-
nefs, the fmall-pox ; and as her life, during fome time, 

was defpaired of, the people became the more fenfible of 

their perilous fituation, derived from · the uncertainty, 

which, in cafe of her demife, attended the fucceffion of 

the crown. The partizans of the queen of Scots, and 
thofe of the houfe of Suffolk, already divided the nation 

into fatl:ions; and every one foref.1w, that, though it 

might be poffible at prefent to determine the controvcrfy 

by law, yet, if the throne were vacant, nothing but the 

fword would be able to fix a fucce!for. The commons, 
therefore, on the opening of the feffion, voted an addrefs 

to the queen; in which, after enumerating the dangers 

attending a broken and doubtful fucceffion, and men

tioning the evils which their fathers had experienced 

from the contending titles of York and Lancafrer, 
they entreated the queen to put an end to their apprehen-

fions, by choofing fome huiband, whom, they promifed7 

whoever he were, gratefully to receive, and faithfully to 

fcrvc, honour, and obey : Or if !he had entertained any 
relutl:ance to the married frate, they defired, that the 

lawful fucceffor might be nameJ, at leafr appointed, by 

aet of parliament. They remarked, that, during all the 
reigns which had paired fince the conquefr, the nation 
had never before been fo unhappy, as not to know the 

rerfon, who, in cafe of the fovereign's death, was legally 

q Forbes, vol. ii. P• 3u. 347• 
entitled 
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c H A P, entitled to fill the vacant throne. And they obferved, 
XXXIX· . • h .. 

"---..r--' that the fixed order, which took place m m entmg 

1 563. the French monarchy, was one chief fource of the 

ufual tranquillity, as well as of the happinefs, of that 

kingdom r. 
THIS fubjeet, though extremely interefiing to the na-

tion, was very little agreeable to the queen; and fhe was 

fcnfible, that great difficulties would attend every deci
fion. A declaration in favour of the queen of Scots 
would form a fettlement perfetl:ly legal ; becaufe that 

princefs was commonly allowed to po:ffefs the right of 

blood; and the cxclufion given by Henry's will, deriving 

its weight chiefly from an aa of parliament, would lofe 

a1l authority, whenever .the queen and parliament had 
made a new fettlement, and reftored the Scottifh line to 

its place in the fucceffion. But !he dreaded giving en
couragement to the catholics, her fecret enemies, by this 

declaration. She was fenfible that every heir was, in 

fome degree, a rival; much more one who enjoyed a 

claim for the prefent poffeffion of the crown, and who 

l1ad already advanced, in a very open manner, thefe dan

gerous pretenfions. The great power of Mary, both 

from the favour of the catholic princes, and her connec

tions with the houfe of Guife, not to mention the force 

and fituation of Scotland, was well known to her; and 

fhe faw no fecurity, that this princefs, if fortified by a 

fure profpcet of fucceffion, would not revive claims, which 

fhe could never yeL be prevailed on formally to rclinquiih. 
On the other hand, the titlt of the houfe of Suffolk was 

fupporteJ by the more zealous protefiants only; and it 
was very Joubtful, ;vhether even a parliamentary decla· 

ration in it::. favour would bcfl:ow on it fuch validity as to 

give fatisfaClion to the people. The republican part of 

· he confhtution had not yet acquired fuch an afcen-, 

r Sir Si~on D'E ves's Journ, p. h. 
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<!ant as to controul, in any degree, the ideas of heredi- c H A P. 

~ary right; and as the legality of Henry's will was frill~ 
difputed, though founded on the utmofi authority which 1563. 

a parliament could confer; who could be afiured, that 

a more recent aCt would be acknowledged to have greater 

validity? In the frequent revolutions, which had of 

late taken place, the right of blood had fl:ill prevailed 

over religious prejudices; and the nation had ever fhewn 

itfelf difpofed rather to change its faith than the order 

of fucceffion. Even many protefrants declared them-

felves in favour of Mary's claim of inheritances; and 

nothing would occafion more general difgufr, than to 

fee the queen, openly and without referve, take part 

againfr it. The Scottifh princefs alfo, finding herfelf in-

jured in fo fenfible a point, would thenceforth act as a 

declared enemy; and uniting together her foreign and 

domefl:ic friends, the partizans of her prefent title and of 

her eventual fucceffion, would foon bring matters to ex-

tremities againfi the prefent efrablilhment. The queen, 

weighing all thefe inconveniencies, which were great and 

urgent, was determined to keep both parties in awr, by 

~<~.inta,ining frill an ambiguous conduct; and £he rather 

chofe, that the people fhould run the hazard of contin-

gent events, than that fhe herfelf fhould vifibly endanger 

her throne, by employing expedients, which, at beft, 

would not befiow entire fecurity on the nation. She 

gave, therefore, an evafive anfwer to the applications of 

the commons ; and when the houfe, at the end of the 

feffion, defired, by the mouth of their fpeaker, farther 

fatisfaB:ion on that head, fhe could not be prevailed on 

to make her reply more explicit. She only told tnem, 

contrary to her declarations in the beginning of her re1gn, 

that 1be had fixed no abfolute refolution againf!: mar ri..~ge; 

and fhe added, that the difficulties, attending the qu:eftiou 

a Keith1 p. 31~, 
of 
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c n A P. of the fucceffion were fo great, that {he would be con-
"XXIX ' ._ • · ~ tcnted, for the fake of her people, to remam feme time 

1
5
63. longer in this vale of mirery ; and never fhould depart 

life with fatisfa2Lion, till fie had laid fome folid founda

tion for their future fecurit) r. 

r[HE mofi remarkable l~w paHed this fefiion was that 

which bore the title of A.ffirance of the queen's royal power 
over all Jlates and Jubjeets uithin her d?minions u. By this 

att, the afTerting twice, bJ writin;, word, or deed, the 

pope's authority, was fubj ::l-ed to the penalties oftreafon. 

All perfons in holy orders Nere bound to take the oath of 
fupremacy; as alfo, all wl:o were advanced to any degree, 

either in the univedities <X in common law; all fchool

maficrs, officers in court. or members of p::trliarnent: 

And the penalty of their fteond refufal was treafon. The 

firfi offence, in both cafes, was punilhed by banifhment 

and forfeiture. This rigcrous fi:atute was not extended 

to any of the degree of a ~aron; becaufe it was not fup

pofed, that the queen cou·d entertain any doubt with re

gard to the fidelity of rerfons pofTdf~d of fuch high 

dignity. Lord Montacut~ made oppofition to the bill; 

and afferted in favour o: the catholics, that they dif

puted not, they preached not, they difolJeycd not the 

queen, they caufed no tJOuble, no tumults among the 

people w. It is, however, probable, that fome fufpicions 

of their fecret confpiracie; had made the queen and par

liament encreafe their ri§our againft them ; though it is 
alfo more than probable, that they were mifiaken in the 

remedy. 
There was likcwife amther point, in which the par-

liament, this feffion, £hewed more the goodnefs of their 

intention than the found1efs of their judgment. They 

pa!Ted a law againfr fond md fantafrical prophecies, which 

t Sir Simon D'Ewes•s Journal, p. 75• 

• Sttype, vol. i. p. ~6o. 

t 
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'had been obfcrved to fed ucc :he people into rebellion and C H .1 P. 

difonler x: But at the fame time they enaCl:ed a fiatute, ~~ 
which was mofi: likeiy to encrcafe thefe and fuch like fu- 1563. 

perfi-itions : It was levelled a&ain!l: conjurations, enchant-

ments, and witchcraft Y. Witchcraft and hcrefy arc two 

crimes, which commonly e1creafe by punifhmcnt, and 

never are fo eff~Cl:ually fupp:-dfed as by being totally ne
glected. After the parliament had grante<.l the queen a 

fupply of one fubfidy and t\'O fifteenths, the fcffion was 
finilhed by a prorogation. !'he convocation likewife 

voted the queen a fubfidy of fix ihillings in the pound, 

payable in three years. 

'VHJ LE the ~nglilh parti~s exerted thefe calm efForts 

againfl: each other, in parlianentary votes and debates, 

the French factions, enflarmd to the highefl: degree of 

animofity, continued that cnel war, which their intem

perate zeal, aCtuated by th~ ambition of their leaders, 

had kindled in the kingdom. The admiral was fucccfs

ful in reducing the towns of Normandy~ which held for 

the king; but he frequcntl) complained, that tie nu

merous garrifon of Havre, nmained totally inaCtive, and 

was not employed in any m litary operation agai nH: the 

common enemy. The qmen, in taking poffeffion of 

that place, had publiihed a mtnifeH:o '\ in which fhe prc

tendecJ, that her concern fox the intercfis of the French 

king had engaged her in tha· meafure, and that her foie 

intention was to oppofe he· enemies of the houfe of 

Guifc, who held their princ( in captivity, and employed 

his power to the de!huttion of his befl: and mofr faithful 

fubjcets. It was chiefly he· defire to prefcrve appear

ances, joined to the great frusality of her temper, which 

made her, at this critical j U1cture, keep her folJiers in 

garrifon, and reftrain them irom committing farther he-

:x 5 Eliz. c, 15. z Forbes1 vol. ii. 

flilities 
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c H A P. frilities upon the enemy a. The duke of Guife, meart
, ){:X~IX. 1 while, was aiming a mortal blow at the power of the 

1563. hugonots ; and had commenced the liege of Orleans, of 
which Ande1ot was governor, and where the confiable 
was detained prifoner. He had the profpeB: of fpeedy 
fuccefs in this undertaking; when he was affaffinated by 
Poltrot, a young gentleman, whofe zeal, infrigated (as 
is pretended, though without any certain foundation) 
by the admiral and Bcza, a famous preacher, led him to 
attempt that criminal enterprize. The death of this 
gallant prince was a fenfible lofs to the catholic party; 
and though the cardinal of Lorraine, his brother, frill 
fupported the interefis of the family, the danger of their 

progrefs appeared not fo imminent either to El;zabeth or 
to the French protefiants. The union, therefore, be

tween thcfe allies, which had been cemented by their 
common fears, began thenceforth to be lefs intimate; 
and the leaders of the hugonots were perfuaded to hearken 
to terms of a feparate accommodation. Conde and 
1\1ontmorency held conferences for fettling the peace; 

and as they were both of them impatient to relieve them

felves from captivity, they foon came to an agreement 
with regard to the conditions. The charaaer of the 

queen-regent, whofe ends were always violent, but wha 
endeavoured, by fubtilty and policy, rather than force, 

tC! attain them, led her to embrace any plaufible terms; 
and in fpite of the protefiations of the admiral, whofe fa

gacity could eafily difcover the treachery of the court, 

the articles of agreement were finally fettled between the 

parties. A toleration, under fome refiriaions, was anew 

~ranted to the protefiants; a general amnefry was pub
lt!hed; Conde was reinfiated in his offices and govern· 

ments; and after money was auvanced for the P.ayment 

a Forbes, vo!, ii, P• 276, 277• 
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r arrears due to the German troops, they were difmiffed c H A ,P. 

XXXIX. the kingdom. "---..r---1 

BY the agreement between Elizabeth and the prince of 1 563. 

Conde it had been fiipulated ~, that neither party fhould 
conclude peace without the confent of the other; but 
this article was at prefent but little regarded by the lead

ers of the French protefiants. They only comprehended 
her fo far in the treaty, as to obtain a promifc, that, on 
her relinquiil1ing Havre, her charges and the money 
which ihe had advanced them, lhouJd be rep2-id her by 
the king of France, and that Calais, on the expiration of 
the term, fnould be reflored to her. But {he difdained 
to accept of thefe conditions; and thinking the poffefiion 
of Havre a much better pledge for efFecting her purpofe, 
fhe fent Warwic orders to prepare himfelf againfi an 
attack from the now united power of the French mo
narchy. 

THE earl of Warwic, who commanded a garrifon of 
fix thoufc1,nd men, befides feven hundred pioniers, had no 
fooncr got poffeffion of Havre, than he employed every 
means for putting it in a pofiure of defence c; a~d after 
expelling the French from the town, he encouraged his 
foldicrs to make the rnofl: delperate defence againfl: the 
enemy. The confiable commanded the French army; 
the queen-regent herfelf, and the king, were prefent in 
the camp; even the prince of Conde joined the king's 
forces, and gave countenance to this enterprize ; the ad
miral and Andelot alone, anxious frill to ' preterve the 
friendihip of Elizabeth, kept at a difiance, and prudently 
refufed to join their ancient enemies in an attack upon 
their allies. 

FRoM the force, and difpofitions, and fituation of both 
fides, it was exp(Cled, that the fiege would be attended 
with fome memorable event; yet did France make a 

b Forbes, vol. ii, p. 79• c Ibid. p. 1 5s. 
much 
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c H A P. much eafier acquifition of this -important place, than watt 
XXXIX· d T 1 d . h ~at fidl apprehende • he p ague creepe m among t e 

1563. Engli!h foldiers; and being encreafed by their fatigue 
anJ bad diet (for they were but ill fupplied with provi· 

fions d) it made fuch ravages, that fomctimes a hundred 

men a-day died of it, and there remained not at lafi fif* 

teen hundred in a condition to do duty e. The French, 

meeting with fuch feeble refifiance, carried on their at* 

tacks fuccefsfully; and having made two breaches, each 

of them fixty feet wide, they prepared for a general 
afrault, which muft have terminated in the flaughter of 

the whole garrifon r. Warwic, who had frequently 

warned the Engli{h council of the danger, and who had 

loudly demanded a fupply of men and provifions, found 

1Javre lo!1. himfdf obliged to capitulate, and to content himfelf with 

•8th July. the liberty of withdrawing his garrifon. 'I'he articles 

were no fooner figned, than lord Clinton, the admiral, 

who had been detained by contrary winds, appeared off 
the harbour with a reinforcement of three thoufand men; 

and found the place furrendered to the enemy. To en· 

creafe the misfortune, the infected army broug~t the 

pL1guc with them into England, where it fwept off great 

multitudes, particularly in the city of London. Above 

twenty thoufand perfons, there, died of it in one year g. 

ELIZABETH, whofe ufual vigour and forefight had not 

appeared in this tranfaction, was now glad to compound 

matters; and as the queen-regent defired to obtain lei

fure, in order to prepare meafures for the extermination 

of the hugonots, £he readily hearkened to any reafonable 

terms of accommodation with England h. It was agreed, 

that the hofiages, which the French had given for the 

Q.d April, refiitution of Calais, fuould be refiored for 22o,coo 

d Fo.tbes, vol. ii. P• 377• 49~• e Ibid. p. 450. 45S• 
f Ibtd: P• 49S. & S:e note [F] at the e1d of the volume. 
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.crowns; and that both fides fhould retain all their c!a~ms c H A P. 
XXXIX. 

and pretenfions. ~ 

'I~H.E peace fiill continued with Scotland; and even a Sco~~~ 3:r. 
cordial friend£hip feemed to have been cemented betvveenfairs. 1 . 

Elizabeth and 11ary. Thefc princefTes made profcffion 
of the mofl: entire affeCtion; wrote amicable letters every 
week to each other; and had adopted, in all appearance, 

the fentiments as well as fl:yle of fifiers. Elizabeth pu-

niihed one Hales, who had publiihed a book againfi: 
Mary's title i; and as the lord keeper Bacon was thought 

to have encouraged Hales in this undertaking, he fell 
under her difpleafure, and it was with fomc difficulty h~ 

was able to give her fatisfaB:ion, and recover her favour k. 

The two queens had agreed in the foregoing fummer to 
an interview at York 1 ; in order to remove all difficulties 
with regard to Mary's ratification of the treaty of Edin
burgh, and to confider of the proper method for ft:ttling 
the fucceffion of England : But as Elizabeth carefully 
avoided touching on this delicate fubject, lhc employed a 
pretence of the wars in France, which, fhe faid, would 
detain her in London ; and fhe delayed till next year the 
intended interview. It is alfo probable, that, being well 
acquainted with the beauty and addrefs and accomplifh
ments of Mary, fhe did not chufe to .fl:and the comparifon 
with regard to thofe exterior qualities, in which fhe was 
eclipfed by her rival; and was unwilling, that a prin

cefs, who had already ~ade great progrefs in the efl:eem 

and affeCtions of the Englifh, fhould have a farther op
portunity of encreafing the number of her partizans. 

MARY's clofe connections with the houfe of Guife, 
~nd her devoted attachment to her uncles, by whom lhe 

had been early educated and confiantly protceced, was 

the ground of juft and unlurmountable jcaloufy to Eli-

J K.eith, p. 251-• 

VoL. V. 
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c H " P zabeth, who regarded them as her mortal and declared 
~enemies, and was well acquainted with their dangero~s 

156
3

• charaCl:er and ambitious projeCl:s. They had made offer 
of their niece to Don Carlos, Philip's fon; to the king 
of Sweden, the king of N avarre, the archduke Charles~ 
the duke of Ferrara, the Cardinal of Bourbon, who had 

only taken deacon's orders, from which he might eafily 

be freed by a difpenfation; and they were ready to marry 
her to any one, who could :fl:rcngthcn their intere:fl:s, or 

give inquietude and difiurbance to Elizabeth'"· Eliza· 
bcth on her part was equally vigilant to prevent the ex· 

ecution of their fchcmes, and was particularly anxious, 

left Mary fhould form any powerful foreign alliance, 

which might tempt her to revive her pretenfions to the 

crown, and to invade the kingdom on the fide where it 

was weakefi and lay moft expofed n. As {he believed, 

that the marriage with the archduke Charles was the one 

mo!t likely to have place, fhe ufed every expedient to 

prevent it; anJ befides remon:fl:rating againfi it to Mary 

herfelf, fhe endeavoured to draw off the archduke from 

that purfuit, by giving him fome hopes of fuccefs in his 

pretenfions to herfelf, and by inviting him to a renewal 

of the former treaty of marriage 0
• She always told the 

q uecn of Scots, that nothing would fatisfy her but her 

efpoufing fome Engliih nobleman, who would remove all 

grounds of jealoufy, and cement the union between the 

kingdoms ; and ilie offered on this condition to have 

her title examined, and to declare her fucccffor to the 
crown P. After keeping the matter in thefe o-eneral b 

terms during a twelvemonth, ilie at lafr named lord Ro

bert Dudley, now created earl of Leicefi:er, as tlle perfon 

on whom ilie defired that Mary's choicre ihould fall. 

m Forbes, vol. ii, p. 2.87. Strype, vol. i, P• 400. 

P· Z.47· 284. 0 Melvil, p. 41. 
~59· 265. 
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1."'HE earl of Leicefi:er, the great and powerful favour- c H A P. 
•. f El' b l rr rr d ]1 h r . }' . XXXIX. lte o 1Za et 1, poneue a t 01e extenor qua Itli:s, -.,__,J 

which arc naturally alluring to the fair fex; a handfome 1563. 

perfon, a polite addrefs, an infinuating behaviour; and 
by means of thefe accomplilhments, he had been able to 

blind even the penetration of Elizabeth, and conceal 

from her the great defects, or rather odious vices, which 

attended his character. He was proud, infolent, inte-

refl:ed, ambitious; without honour, without generofity, 

':"ithout humanity; and atoned not for thefe bad quali-

ties, by fuch abilities or courage, as could fit him for 
that high trufi: and confidence, with which fhe always 
honoured him. Her conHant and declared attachment 

to him had naturally emboldened him to afpire to her 
bed; and in order to make way for thefe nuptials, he 

was univerfally believed to have murdered, in a barbarous 

manner, his wife, the heirefs of one Robefart. The 

propofal of efpoufing Mary was by no means agreeable to 

him; and he always afcribed it to the contrivance of Ce-

cil, his enemy; who, he thought, intended by that arti-

fice to make him lofe the friendlhip of Mary from the te-

merity of his pretenfions, and that of Elizabeth from jea-

loufy of his attachments to another woman q. 1"'he queen 

herfelf had not any ferious intention of effeCting this mar-

riage; but as fhe was defirous, that the queen of Scou 

fuould never have any hulband, fhe named a man, who, 

ihe believed, was not likely to be accepted of; and fhe 

hoped, by that means, to gain time, and elude the project 

of any other alliance. The earl of Leicefi:er was too great 

a favourite to be parted with; and when 'l\r1ary, allured 

by the profpeCl: of being declared fucceflor to the crown, 

feemed at lafl to hearken to Elizabeth's propof:1l, this 

j>rinccfs receded from her offers, and withdrew the bait~ 

'.1 Camden, P• 396• 
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c H A P. which {he had thrown out to her rival r • This duplicity 

~of conducr, joined to fome appearance of an i~perious 
1563. fuperiority, affumed by her, had drawn a peevdh letter 

from Mary ; and the feemingly amicable correfpondence 

between the two queens was, during fome time, inter· 

rupted. In order to make up the breach, the queen of 

Scots difpatched Sir James Melvil to London; who has 

given us in his memoirs a particular account of his nego-

tiation. 
MELVIL was an agreeable courtier, a man of addrefs 

and converfation; and it was recommended to him by 
his mifirefs, that, befides grave reafonings concerning 

politics and ftate-affairs, he iliould introduce more enter

taining topics of converfation, fuitable to the fprightly 

charatl:er of Elizabeth; and ihould endeavour by that 

means to infinuate himfelf into her confidence. He fuc
ceeded fo well, that he threw that artful princefs entirely 

off her guard ·, and made her difcover the bottom of her 

heart, full of all thofe levities and follies and ideas of ri

vaHhip, which poffefs the youngeft and moft frivolous ·of 
her fex. He talked to her of his travels, and forgot not 
to mention the different dreffes of the ladies in different 
countries, and the particular advantages of each, in fet

ting off the beauties of the ihape and perfon. The queen 

faid, that ilie had dreffes of all countries ; and £he took 

care thenceforth to meet the ambaffador every day appa

relled in a difterent habit: Sometimes 1he was dreffcd in 

the EnglHh garb, fometimes in the French, fometimes in 
the Italian; and fhe afked him, which of them became 
her moft? He anfwered, the Italian; a reply, that, he 

knew, would be agreeable to her, becaufe that mode 

fhowed to advantage her flowing locks, which, he re· 
marked, though they were more red than yellow, lhe 

r Keith, P· :7.6g, 270• Appendix, P• JSo• St 1 • Q rype, vo , 1, p, 414• 
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fancied to be the finefl: in the world. She defired to knowC R A P. 
. XXXIX. 

of h1m what was reputed the befi colour of hair: She~ 

afked whether his queen or lhe had the finefi hair: She 156*. 

even enquired which of them he e!leemed the fairefi per-

fan! A very delicate quefiion, and which he prudently 
eluded, by faying that her majefty was the fairefi perfoa 

in England, and his mifirefs in Scotland. She pext de-

manded which of them wa11 tallefi : He replied, his 

queen : Then is lhe too tall, faid Elizabeth: For I my-
felf am of a jufi ftature. Having learned from him, that 
his mifirefs fometimes recreated herfelf by playing on the 
harpfichord, an infirument on which fhe herfelf excelled, 
the gave orders to lord Hunfdon, that ho:! lhould lead the 
ambaff'ador, as it were cafually, into an apartment, 

where he might hear her perform; and when Melvil, as 

if ravifhed with the harmony, broke into the queen's 

apartment, lhe pretended to be difpleafed with his intru-

fion; but frill took care to afk him whether he thought 
Mary or her the beft performer on that infirument t. 
From the whole of her behaviour, l\1elvil thought he 

might, on his return, aff'ure his mifirefs, that {he had no 

reafon ever to expeCl: any cordial friendlhip from Eliza~ 
beth, and that all her profeffions of amity were full of 
falfchood and diffimulation, 

AFTER two years had been fpent in evafions and arti., 
fices u, Mary's fubjetls and counfellors, and probably 
herfelf, began to think it full time, that fame marriage 

were concluded, and lord Darnley, fan of the earl of 

Lenox, was the perfon, in whom mail: men's opinions 

and wilhes centered. He was Mary's coufin-german, by 
the lady Ma garet Douglas, niece to Harry VIII. and 

daughter of the earl of Angus, by Margaret, queen of 
Scotland. He had been born and educated in England,_ 
where the earl of Lenox pad ,anfiantly refided, fince he 

t Melvil, p. 49, so. ~. Keith, p. z.64, 
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c H A P. had been banifhcd by the prevailing power of the houfe o( 
XXXIX. H . d D 1 . h" . h ~ am1lton: An as arn ey was now m 1s twent1et year, 

J564. and was a very comely perfon, tall and delicately fhaped, 
it was hoped, that he might foon render himfelf agree

able to the queen of Scots. He was alfo by his father a 
branch of the fame family with herfelf; and would, in 

efpoufing her, preferve the royal dignity in the houfe of 

Stuart: He was, after her, next heir to the crown of 

England; and thofe who pretended to exclude her on ac
count of her being a foreigner, had endeavoured to re

commend his title, and give it the preference. It feemed 

no inconfiderable advantage, that fhe could, by marrying 

him, unite both their claims; and as he was by birth an 

Englilhman, and could not, by his power or alliances~ 
give any ground or fufpicion to Elizabeth, it was hoped, 

that the propofal of this marriage would not be unaccept-

able to that jealous princefs. 
ElizABETH was well informed of thefe intentions w; 

and was fccretly not difpleafed with the projeCl:ed mar

riage between Darnley and the queen of Scots". She 

would rather have wi!hed, that Mary had continued for 

ever in a fingle life: But finding little probability of ren
dering this fcheme effectual, fhe was fatisfied with a 

choice, which freed her at once from the dread of a fo

reign ailiance, and from the neceffity of parting with 

Leicefier, her favourite. In order to pave the way to 
Darnley's marriage, ihe fecretly defired Mary to invite 

Lenox into Scotland, to reverfe his attainder, and to re

fiore him to his honours and fortune Y. And when her 
requefi was complied with, ihe took care, in order to 

preferve the friend!hip of the Hamiltons and her other 
partizans in Scotland, to blame openly this conduCt of 
Mary z. Hearing that the negotiation for Darnley's 

w Keith, p. z61. x Ibid. p. :z.So. z8~. Jebb, vol. ii. P• 46. 

Y Ktith, P·1<55• ZS9• 171.• z Melvi11 p. 4Z• 
marriage 
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marriage advanced apace, £he gave that nobleman per- c H A P. 
·rr.. h' fin_ 1' . c 11 h' r h . },XXIX. rmmon, on IS ru: app 1Cat10n, to 10 ow IS 1at er mto '---..,.---J 

Scotland: But no fooner did lhe learn, that the queen of HG4• 

Scots was taken with his figure and perfon, and that all 

meafures were fixed for efpoufing him, than lhe exciaim-

ed againfi: the marriage ; fent Throgmorton to ord r 

Darnley immediately, upon his allegiance, to return to 

Engla.nd; threw the countefs of Lenox and her fecond 

fon into the Tower, where they fuffered a rigorous con·

finement; feized all Lcnox's Englilh efl:atc; and, though 

it was impoffible for her to affign one fingle reafon for 

her difpleafure a, lhe menaced, and protefied, and corn- 2.Sth Jul 

plained, as if ihe had fuffered the mofl: grievous injury in y, 

the world. 

THE politics of Elizabeth, though judicious, v.rere 

ufually full of duplicity and artifice; but never more fo 

than in her tranfacl:ions with the queen of Scots, where 

there entered fo many little paffions and narrow jealoufie<;, 

that lhe durfi: not avow to the world the reafons of her 

conduCt, fcarcely to her minifl:ers, and fcarcdy even to 

herfelf. But befides a womanifh riv~lfl1ip and envy again!t 

the marriage of this prince[<:, fhe had fame motives of i:1-

tcrefl: for feigning a difplea(ure on the prefent occafion. 

It fcrvcd her as a pretence for rcfufing to acknowledge 

Mary's title to the fucceffion of England ; a point to 

which, for good reafom, lhe was determine4 never to con

fent. And it was ufeful to her for a purpofe, fii ll more un

friendly and dangerous, for encouraging the dikontents 

and rebellion of the Scottifh nobility and ccclefiafi::cs b. 

N OTBING ea~ be more unhappy for a people than to 

be governed by a fov~reign, attached to a rei igion dif

ferent from the efiablifheq ; and it is fcarce y poffible 

pat mutual confidence an ever, in fuch a fitu~tion, 

a ~eith, P• :74, 275• b Ibid p. z9o• 
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c H A P. have place between the prince and his fubjecrs. Mary's 
XXXIX. cl o.. · h · f o.. ~con uu had been h1t erto, m every re peLl, unexcep-

1565. tionable, and even laudable; yet had fhe not made fuch 
progrefs in acquiring popularity, as might have been ex
pected from her gracious deportment and agreeable ac
complifhments. Sufpicions every moment prevailed on 
account of her attachment to the catholic faith, and 

efpecially to her uncles, the open and avowed promoters 
of the fcheme for exterminatirtg the profeffors of the re
formed religion throughout all Europe. She frill re
fufed to ratify the aCts of parliament which had efl:a
bli!hed the reformation ; £he made attempts for refioring 
to the catholic bi£hops fome part of their civil j urifdic

tion e ; and 1he wrote a letter to the council of Trent, 
in which, befides profeffing her attachment to the catho

lic faith, fue took notice of her title to fucceed to the 

crown of England, and expreffed her hopes of being able, 

in fome period, to bring back all her dominions to the 
bofom of the church d. The zealots among the proteft
ants were not wanting, in their turn, to exercife their 

infolence againft her, which tended frill more to alienate 
her from their faith. A law was enacted, making it ea· 

pital, on the very firft offence, to fay mafs any where, 
except in the q ueen's chapel e; and it was with difficulty 

that even this fmall indulgence was granted her: 

The general affembly importuned her anew to change 
her religion; to renounce the blafphemous idolatry· of 
the mafs, with the tyranny of the Roman Antichrift; 
and to embrace the true religion of Chrifr Jefus r. As 
fhe anfwered with temper, that lhe was not yet con

" inccd of the falfity of her religion or the impiety of 
the mafs ; and th::.t her apoftacy would lofe her the 
friendfuip of her allies on the continent; they replied, 

e Spotfwoad, p. IgS. d Father Paul, lib. vii. c Keith, 

p. 1.68. f Ibid. p. 545• Knox, p. 374• 
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by affuring her, that their religion was undoubtedly the C H A P. 
. h d b I d b J ~ C' • fl. h" h XXXIX. fame wh1ch a een revea e y et us nnn, w rc ~ 

had been preached by the apoftles, and which had been 1 565. 

embraced by the faithful in the primitive ages; that nei-
ther the religion of Turks, J ews, nor Papifts was buil t. 
on fo folid a foundation as theirs; that they alone, of 

a11 the various fpecies of religionifts, fpread over the 

face of the earth, were fo happy as to be poffeifed of the 

truth ; that thofe who hear, or rather who gaze on the 

mafs, allow facrilege, pronounce blafphemy, and com-
mit moft abominable idolatry; and that the friendlhip of 
the King of Kings was preferable to all the alliances in 

the world'· 
THE marriage of the queen of Scots had kindled afrelh The queen 

of Scots 
the zeal of the reformers, becaufe the family of Lenox marries the 

was believed to adhere to the catholic faith; and though e
1
arlofD&rJ1. 

Darnley, who now bore the name of King Henry, went 
often to the efiablifhed church, he could not, by this 
exterior compliance, gain the confidence and regard of 
the ccclefiaftics. They rather laid hold of the oppor
tunity to infult him to his face; and Knox fcrupled not 
to tell him from the pulpit, that God, for punilhment of 
the offences and ingratitude of the people, was wont to 
commit the rule over them to boys and women h, The 

populace of Edinburgh, inftigated by fuch doctrines, be
gan to meet and to affociate themfelves againfi the go-

ernment i. But what threatened more immediate danger 

to Mary's authority, were the difcontents which prevail
ed among fame of the principal nobility. 

The duke of Chatelrault was clifpleafed with the re

fioration, and fl:ill more with the aggrandizement of the 
family of Lenox, his hereditary enemies; and entertain
eQ. fears left his own eventual fucceffion to the crown of 

Scotland {hould be excluded by his rival, who had for-

g Keith, p. sso, 55'• 
1 Knoll', p. 3 77. 

~ Ibid. P• 546. Knox, p. 381. 
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C H A 'P. mer1y advanced fome pretenfions to it. The earl of 
XXXIX. M c d h. d' h diminifhed by ~ urray 1oun 1s ere 1t at court muc 

J565. the intercfr of Lenox, and his fon; and began to appre

hend the revocation of fome confidcrable grants, which 

be haJ obtained from Mary's bounty. The earls of 

Argyle, Rothes, and Glencairne, the lords Boyde and 

Ochiltry, Kirkaldy of Grange, Pittarow, were infii

gated by like motives; and as thefe were the perfons 

who had mofl: zealoufly promoted the reformation, they 
were difgufied to find, that the queen,.s favour was en

tirely ingroffed by a new cabal, the earls of Bothwel, 

Athole, Sutherland, and Huntley; men who were 
e:fteemed either lukewarm in religious controverfy, or 

inclined to the catholic party. The fame ground of 

difcontent, which, in other courts, is the fource of in· 

trigue, faction, and oppofition, commonly produced in 

Scotland, either projects of affaffination, or of rebellion; 

and befides mutual accufations of the former kind, which 

it is difficult to clear up k, the malcontent lords, as foon 
as they faw the queen's marriage entirely refolved on, 

entered into a confederacy for taking arms againfl: their 

fovereign. They met at Stirling; pretended an anxious 

concern for the fecurity of religion; framed engage· 

ments for mutual defence; and made applications to Eli· 

zabeth for affiflance and proteCtion 1• That princefs, 

after publifhing the expreffions of her difpleafure againft 

the marriage, had fecretly ordered her arpbaffadors Ran

dolf and Throgmorton, to give in her name fome pro· 

mifes of fupport to the mql::ontents; and had even fent 

them a fupply of ten thoufand pounds, to enable them 

to begin an infurrection m. 

MAR Y was no fooner informed of the meeting at 

Stirling, a11d the movements of ~~e lords, tpan ilic fu~ .. 

k See note [ G] at the end of the volume, 1 Keith, p. 2 9 j, :2.94• 

~oo, 30~. m Knox, r· ~l!.o~ Keith, Appen~. p. 164, Auderfon1 

yol, 1ia, p. 1 ~4· 
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inoned them to appear at court, in order to anfwer for c H A P. 

h . d n. d h . } . d r c XXXIX. 
t etr con uct; an avwg evte 10me 1orces to execu~e ~..---J 

the laws, !he obliged the rebels to leave the low countries, 1565. 

and take ilielter in Argyldhire. That fne might mor~ 

effeCtually cut off their refourccs, fhe proceeded with the 

king to Glafgow, and forced them from their retreat. 

They appeared at Paiiley in the neighbourhood with 
about a thoufand horfe; and palling the q ueen's army, 

proceeded to Hamilton, thence to Edinburgh, which 

they entered without refifiance. They expeCted great 

reinforcements in this place, from the efforts of Knox 

and the feditious preachers; and they beat their drums, 
defiring all men to enlifr, and receive wages for the de-

fence of God's glory n. But the nation was in no dif-

pofition for rebellion: Mary was efieemed and beloved : 
Her marri~ge was not generally difagreeable to the pco-

- ple · And the interefl:ed views of the malcontent lords 

were fo well known, that their pretence of zeal for re

ligion had little influence even on the ignorant popu

lace0. The king and queen advanced to Edinburgh at 

the head of their army: The rebels were obliged to re

~ire into the fouth; and being purfued by a force which 

now amounted to eighteen thoufand men P, they found 

themfelves under a neceffity of abandoning their country, 

:,tnd of taking ilielter in England. 

ELIZABETH, when ihe found the event fo much to dif

apl;oint her expeCtations, thought proper to difavow all 

connexions with the Scottiih malcontents, and to declare 

every where, that !he had never given them any encou
ragement, nor any promife of countenance or affifl:ance. 

She even carried farther her diffimulation and hypocrify. 

Murray had come to London, with the abbot of Kit
winning, agent for Chatclrault; and fhe feduced them, 

by fecret affurances of proteCtion, to declare~ before the 

~ ~nox, P• ~81, P Ibid. p. :3811. 
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c H A P. ambaffadors of France and Spain, that fue had nowire 
~contributed to their infurretl:ion. No fooner had fhe ex-

1565. torted this confeffion from them, than fhe chafed them from 
her prefence, called them unworthy traitors, declared 

that their deteftablc rebellion was of bad example to all 

princes, and affured them, that, as £he had hitherto given 

them no encouragement, fo fhould they n€ver thence

forth receive from her any affifrance or protetl:ion q. 

Throgmorton alone, whofe honour was equal to his 
abilities, could not be prevailed on to conceal the part, 
which he had aB:ed in the enterprife of the Scottilh re

bels; and being well apprifed of the ufual charaB:er and 

condutl: of Elizabeth, he had had the precaution to ob .. 

tain an order of council to authorize the engagements, 
which he had been obliged to take with them r. 

THE banifhed lords, finding themfelves fo harlhly 

treated by Elizabeth, had recourfe to the clemency of 

their own fovereign; and after fome felicitation and fome 
profeffions of fin cere repentence, the duke of Chatelrault 

obtained his pardon, on condition that he fhould retire 
into France. Mary was more implacable againft the 
ungrateful earl of Murray and the other confederates, on 

whom fhe threw the chief blame of the enterprize; but 

as £he was continually plied with applications from their 

friends, and as fome of her m oft judicious partizans in 

England thought, that nothing would more promote her 

interefts in that kingdom, than the gentle treatment of 

men fo celebrated for their zeal againfr the catholic reli

gion; fue agreed to give way to her natural temper, 

which inclined not to feverity, and £he feemed deter
mined to refiore them to favours. In this interval, 
Rambouillet arrived as ambaffador from France and 

' brought her advice frQm her uncle, th~ cardinal of Lor., 

' q Melvil, p. 57• Knox, p. 38&. Keith, p. 319. Crawford, p. 6~, 61, 

r Melvil, P• 6o. 1 !bid, p. 59, 6o, 61, 61. 1 63. Keith, p. 3a. 
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t'aine, to whofe opinion lhe always paid an extreme de- c H A P. 
XXXIX. 

ference, by no means to pardon thefe protefi:ant leaders,~ 

who had been engaged in a rebellion againfi her t. 1565• 

THE two religions, in France, as well as in other 

parts of Europe, were rather irritated than tired with 

their aas of mutual violence; and the peace granted 

to the hugonots, as had been forefeen by Coligni, wag 

intended only to lull them afieep, and prepare the way 

for their final and abfolute defi:ruction. The queen-re

gent m:tde a pretence of travelling through the kingdom, 

in order to vifit the provinces, and corretl: all the abufes 

arifing from the late civil war; and after having held 

fome conferences on the frontiers with the duke of Lor

raine and the duke of Savoy, :lhe came to Bayonne, 

where fhe was met by her daughter, the queen of Spain, 

and the duke of Alva. Nothing appeared in the con

grefs of thefe two fplendid courts, but gaiety, fefi:ivity, 

love, and joy; but amidft thefe fmiling appearances were 
fecretly fabricated fchemes the mofi: bloody, and the rnoft: 
deihuB:ive to the repofe of mankind, that had ever been 

thought of in any age or nation. No lefs than a total 

and univerfal extermination of the protefi:ants by fire and 

[word was concerted by Philip and Catherine of Medicis; 

and Alva, agreeably to his fierce and fanguinary difpofi

tion, advifed the queen-regent to commence the execu
tion of this projeCt, by the immediate maffacre of all the 

leaders of the hugonots u. lBut that princefs, though 

equally hardened againfi: every humane fentiment, would 

not forego this opportunity of difplaying her wft and re

fined politics; and ihe purpofed, rather by treachery and 

diffimulation, which fue called addrefs, to lead the pro

teftants into the fnare, and never to draw the fv.:ord, till 

they were totally difabled from refifiance. The cardinal 

of Lorraine, whofe charatl:er bore a greater affinity to 

t Keith, p. 325. Melvil, p. 63. 11 Davila, lib. iii. 
that 
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c H A P. that of Alva, was a chief author of this barbarous affo.; 
XXXIX. . . . 11 d h · n. d h' '---v---.J ctatiOn agatnn the reformers; an avwg conne\:.te IS 

r :,65 . hopes of fuccefs with the aggrandizement of his niece, 
Confed~ra-
cy againll the queen of Scots, he took care, that her meafures 
the proteft- fhould corre~pond to thofe violent counlels, which were 
ants, 

1566. 

embraced by the other catholic princes. In confequence 

of this fcheme, he turned her from the road of clemency; 

which ihe intended to have followed; and made her 

refol ve on the total ruin of the banifhed lords w. A 

parliament was fummoned at Edinburgh for attaint

ing them; and as their guilt was palpable and avowed, no 

doubt was entertained but fentence would be pronounced 

againfr them. It was by a fudden and violent inci

dent, which, in the iffue, brought on the ruin of 

1\tiary hcrfelf, that they were faved from the rigour of 

the law. 
THE marriage of the queen of Scots with lord Darn

ley was fo natural, and fo inviting in all its circum· 

fiances, that it had been precipitately agreed to by that 

princefs and her council; and while fhe was allured by 
his youth, and beauty, and exterior accomplifhments, 

fue had at firfr overlooked the qualities of his mind, 

which nowife correfponded to the excellence of his out

ward figure. Violent, yet variable in his refolutions; 

infolent, yet credulous and eafily governed by flatterers; 

he was defl:itute of all gratitude, becaufe he thought no 

favours equal to his merit; and being additled to low 

pleafures, he was equally incapable of all true fentiments 
of love and tendernefs x. The q ~een of Scots, in the 

fir:ft effufions of her fondnefs, had taken a pleafure in ex• 
alting him beyond meafure: She had granted him the 

title of king; fhe had joined his name with her own 

in all public acts; !he intended to have procured him 

w Melvi!, p. 63. K.eitb'a Append. p. 176, 

329. Append, p. 163. 

x Keith, p. 2.87, 
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from the parliament a matrimonial crown: But having c H A P. 

leifure afterwards to remark his weaknefs and vices, lhe ~~ 
began to fee the danger of her profufe liberality, and was 1)66. 

refolvcd. thenceforth to proceed with more referve in the 
trufi, which lhe fnould confer upon him. His refent-
mcn t againfl: this prudent conduCt ferved but the more 

to encreafe her difgufl:; and the young prin-ce, enraged 
at her imagined neglects, pointed his vengeance againfi: 
every one whom he deemed the caufe of this change in 
her meafures and behaviour. 

THERE was in the court, one David Rizzio, who had Murder of 

of late obtained a very extraordinary degree of confi- Rizzio. 

dcnce and favour with the queen of Scots. He was a 
Piedmontefe, of mean birth, fon of a teacher of mufic, 

himfelf a mufician; and finding it difficult to fubfifl: by 
his art in his own country, he had followed into Scot-
hnd an amba!fador, whom the duke of Savoy fent thi-
ther to pay his compliments to Mary, fome time after her 
firfl: arrival. He poffeffed a good ear, and a tolerable 
voice; and as that princefs found him ufeful to complete 
her band of mufic, lhe retained him in her fervice after 
the departure of his rnafier. Her fecretary for French 
difpatches having, fome time after, incurred her difplea-
fure, fhc promoted Rizzio to that office, which gave him 
frequent opportunities of approaching her perfon, and in
:finuating himfelf into her favour. He was lhrewd and 
fenfible, as well as afpiring, much beyond his rank and 
education; and he made fo good ufe of the accefs which 

fortune had procured him, that he was foon regarded as 
the chief confident and even rninifier of the queen. He 

· was confwlted on all occafions; no favours could be ob
tained but by his interceffion; all fuitors were obliged to 
gain him by prefents and flattery; and the man, infolent 
from his new exaltation, as well as rapacious in his ac
quifitions, foon drew on himfelf the hatred of the nobi-

lity 
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c H A P. lity and of the whole kingdom r. He had at fidl: em-
xxxiX. 

1 
. . D 1 , · d 

'----.,....---1 p oyed h1s credit to promote arn ey s marnage; an a 
J566. firm friendihip feemed to be efrablifhed between them: 

But on the fubfequent change of the queen's fentiments, 

it was eafy for Henry's friends to perfuade him, that Riz
zio was the real author of her indifference, and even to 
rouze in his mind jealoufies of a more dangerous nature• 

The favourite was of a difagreeable figure, but was not 

paft his youth z; and though the opinion of his criminal 

correfpondence with Mary might feem of itfelf unreafon

able, if not abfurd, a fufpicious hu!band could find no 
other means of accounting for that laviih and imprudent 

kindnefs, with which £he honoured him. The rigid au
fterity of the ecclefiaftics, who could admit of no free
clams, contributed to fpread this opinion among the peo
ple; and as Rizzio was univerfally believed to be a pen
il.onary of the pope's, and to be deeply engaged in all 
fchemes againfr the protefiants, any ftory, to his and 

Mary's difadvantage, received an eafy credit among the 

zealots of that communion. 
Rizzro, who had connetl:ed his interefrs with the Ro· 

man cathol ics, was the declared enemy of the banifhed 
lords; and by promoting the violent profecution againft 

them, he had expofed himfelf to the animofity of their 

numerous friends and retainers. A fcheme was alfo 

thought to be formed for revoking fome exorbitant grants 
made during the queen's minority; and even the nobility, 
who had feized the ecclefiafrical benefices, began to think 

themfelves lefs fecure in the poffeffion of them a, The 
earl of Morton, chancellor, was affected by all tbefe con· 
fiderations, and frill more by a rumour fpread abroad, that 

lviary intended to appoint Rizzio chancellor in his place, 

Y Keith, p. ~g,_, jOt., Crawford's Memoirs, p. 5• Spotfwood, p. 193• 

z See note [H] at the end of the volume. a Keith1 p. 3s6. 
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and to befi:ow. that dignity on a mean and up{l:art fo- ~ H " P. 
XXX!X. 

reigncr, ignorant of the laws and language of the coun-~ 

try b. So inaifcreet had this princefs been in her kind- 1 5~c 

nefs to R:zzio, that even that llr~nge report met with 

credit, and proved ·a great means of accelerating the ruin 

of the favourite. Morton, infinuating himfclf into Hen-

ry's confidence, employ~d all his art to inflame the dif-

content and jc"a!oufy of that prince; and he perfuaded 

him, that the only means of freeing himfelf from the in-

dignities under which he laboured, was to bring the bafc 

firanger to the fate, which he had fo V.•ell merited, and 

which was fo paffionatcly defired by the whole nation. 

George Douglas, natural brotl:cr to the countefs of Le-

nox, concurred in the fame advice; and the lords Ruth-

ven and Lindefey, being confultcd, offered their affifrance 

in the enterprize; nor was even the earl of l;enox, the 

king's father, averfe to the dcfign c. But as thefe con-

fpirators were well acquainted with Henry's levity, they 

engaged him to fign a paper, in which he avowed the 

undertaking, as tending to the glory of God and advance-

ment of religion, and protnifed to protect them againfl: 

every confequence, which might enfue upon the aifaffi-

nation of Rizzio d. All thefe meafures being concerted, 

a meffenger was difpatched to the banilhed lords, \Vho 

were hovering nea~ the borders ; and they were invited-by 

the king to return to their native country. 

THIS defign, fo atrocious in itfelf, was rendered fiill9th Mmh. 

more fo by the circumfrances which attended its execu-

tiOn. Mary, who was in the fixth month of her preg-

nancy, was fupping in private, and had at tab~e the coun-

tefs of Argyle, her natural fifter, with Rizzio, and others 

of her fervants. The king entered the room by a pri"ate 

b Buchanan, lib. xvii. c. 6o. Crawford, p. 6, Spotfwoo1, p. 1~4· Knc.r, 

p. 393• Jcbb, vol. i, p. 456. c Crawford, p. 7• 
d Goodall, vol. i, p. 1-66, Crawford, p. 1• 
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c. H A P. paffitcre and flood at the back of rv1ary's chair : Lord 
XXXl"C. 0 

' . ~ Ruthven, George Douglas. and other confp1rators, be-

1565. ino· all armed ndhed ·in after him; and the queen of 
0 ' Scots terrified with the appearance, demanded of them 

the reafon of tliis rude intru!ion. They told her, that 

they intended no violence againfl:: her perfon; but meant 

only to bring that villain, pointing to Rizzio, to his de

ferved punifhrnent. Rizzio, aware of the danger, ran 

behind his miH:refs, and feizing h~r by the waifl::, called 

aloud to her for proteCtion; while !he interpofed in his 

behalf, ·with cries, and menaces, and entreaties. The 

impatient aifaffins, regardlefs of her efforts, ru!hed upon 

their prey, and by overturning every thing which flood 

in their way, cncreafcd the horror and confu!ion of the 

fccnc. Douglas, feizing Henry's dagger, fiuck it in the 

body of Rizzio, who, [creaming with fear and agony, 

was torn from K1;:ry by the other confpirators, and puilied 

into the antichamber, where he was difpatched with filty· 
fix wounds e, Th.e unhappy princefs, informed of his 

fate, immedi~tely dried her tears, and faid, She would 

weep no more; !he would now think of revenge. The 

infult, indeed, upon her perfon; the fl:ain attempted to 

be fixed on her honour; the danger to which her life was 

expo[ed) on account of her pregnancy; were injuries [G 

atrocious, and fo complicated, that they fcarcely left room 

for pardon, even from the greateft lenity and mercy. 

THE affaffins, apprehenfive of Mary's refentment, de

tained her prifoner in the palace; and the kincr difmiffed b 

all who feemed willing to attempt her refcue, by telling 

them, that nothing was done without his orders, and 

that he would be careful of the q ueen's fafety. Murray 

and the bani!hed lords appeared two days after; and 

Mary, whore anger was now engroffed by injuries more 

recent and violent, was willingly reconciled to them; and 

e Melvil, p. 64. Kcith, P• 3301 331, Crawford, P• 9• • 

the 
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the even received her brother with tendernefs and afFec- c H A P. 
XXXIX. 

tion. They obtained an acquittal from parliament, and~ 

were re-infiated in their honours and fortunes. The ac- 156i. 

compl ices alfo in Rizzio's m :rdcr applied to her for a 

pardon; but ilie ar~full y delayed compliance, and per• 

fuadcd them, that fo long as fhe was detained in cufiody, 

and was furrounded by guards, any aecd, which ilie 

!hould fign·, would have no validity. Meanwhile, !he 

had gained the confi.Jcnce of her hufband, by her perfua• 

fion and caref1es ; and no fooner were the guards with· 

drawn, than n~e engaged him to efcape with her in the 

night-time, and take lhelter in Dunbar. .l\1.any of her 

fubjecrs here offered her their fervices; and Mary, having 

collected an army, which the confpirators had no power 

to refifl:, advanced to Edinburgh, and obliged them to fly 
into England, where they lived in great poverty and 

di:fircfs. They made applications however to the earl of 

Bothwel, a new favourite of Mary's; and that noble-

man, clefirous of :firengthening his party by the acceffiort 

of their interefi, was able to pacify her refchtmcnt; and 

he foon after procured them liberty to return into their 

own country r. 

THE vengeance of the queen of Scots was implacable 

againfi her hufband alone, whofe · perfbn was befQre di[4 
agreeable to her, and who; by his vioJation of ev.cry tie 

of gratitude ar.d duty, had now drawn on him her high

eft refentment. She engaged him to difown all connec..o 

tions with the affaffins, to deny any concurrence in their 

crime, even to publiih a proclamation containing a falfe

hood fo notorious to th~ whole world g; and having thus 

made him expofe himfelf to univerfal contempt, and ren• 

dered it impracticable for Rim ever to acquire the confi

de.lllce of any party, {he threw him off with difdain and 
f Melvil, p. 7 5, 76. Keith, P• 3 34• K•nox, p. 398. 
' Goodall, vol, i, ..P• zSo. Keith Append, p. 167. 

H z indignation. 
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c H A P. indignation h. As if lhe had been making an efcape from 

~him, fhe fuddenly withdrew to Alloa, a feat o: the earl 

1566. of Marre's; and when Henry followed her thither, fhc 
fuddenly returned to Edinburgh; and gave him every 
where the ftrongeft proofs of difpleafure; and even of 

antipathy. She encouraged her courtiers in their neglect 

of hiQJ; and fhe was pleafed, that his mean equipage 

and [mall train of attendants fhould draw on him the 

contempt of the very populace. He was permitted, 

however, to have apartments in the cafl:le of Edinburgh, 

19th June. which Mary had chofen for the place of her delivery. 

She there brought forth a fon; and as this was very im

portant news to England, as well as to Scotland, fue 
immediately difpatched Sir J ames Melvil to carry inteJ .. 

ligence of the happy event to Elizabeth. l\1clvi1 tells 

us, that this princefs, the evening of his arrival in 

London, haJ given a ball to her court at Greenwich, 

and was difplaying all that fpirit and alacrity, which 

ufually attended her on thefe occafions: But· when news 

arrived of the prince of Scotland's birth, all her joy was 

damped : She funk into melancholy; :fhc reclined her 

head upon her arm; and complained to fome of her at· 

tendants, that the queen of Scots was mother of a fair 

fon, while £he herfelf was but a barren fiock. N iXt day, 

however, at the reception of the ambalfador, :lhe re· 

fumed her former diffimulation; pat on a joyful coun· 

tenance, gave Melvil thanks for the hafie he had made 

in conveying to her the agreeaale intelligence, and 

expreffed the utmofi cordiality and friendfhip to her 

:fifier i. Some time after, fue difpatched the earl of Bed• 

ford, with her kinfman George Cary, fon of lord Hunf .. 

don, in order to officiate at the baptifm of the young 

prince; and file fent by them fome magnificent prefents 

to the queen of Scots. 

k Melvil, P• 66, 67, 1 Ibid. P• 6g, 7o, 

:t: 
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THE birth of a fon gave addition:ll zeal to Mary's par- C H A P. 
XXXJX 

tizans in England k ; and even men of the moft oppofite ~ 

parties began to cry aloud for fome fettlement of the fuc- 1 566. 

ceffion. Tbefe humours broke out v.rith great vehemence 

in a new feffion of parliament, held after fix proroga- ;oth St>pt. 

tions. The houfe of peers, which had hitherto forborne !~~~:lia· 
to touch on this delicate point, here took the lead; and 

the houfe of commons foon after imitated the zeal of the 

lords. Molineux opened the matter in the lcwcr houfc, 

.and propofed that the q uefiion of the fucccffion and that 

of fupply fhould go hand in hand; as if it were intended 

to confirain the queen to a compliance with the rcqueft 

of her parliament 1• The courticrs endeavoured to elude 

the debate: Sir Ralph Sadler told the h<.,"U[e, that he had 

heard the queen pofitively affirm, that, for the good of 

her people, !he was determined to m:1rry. S<!crctary Ce ... 

cil and Sir Francis Knollys gave their tcftimony to the 

fame purpofe; as did alfo Sir Ambrofe Cave, chancellor 

of the dutchy, and Sir Edward Rogers, comptroller of 

the houfehold m, Elizabeth's ambition and mafculine 
charaCter was fo well known, that few members gave any 

credit to this intelligence; and it was confidcred mere! y 

as an artifice, by which fhe endeavoured to retr.1Cl: tlnt 

pofitive declaration, which lhe had m:1de in the beginning 

of her reign, that !he meant to live and die a virgin. 

The minifters, therefore, gained nothing f:1rthcr by this 

piece of policy, than only to engage the houfe,. for the 

fake of decency, to join the qucfiion of the quc:cn's mar-

riage with that of a fettlement of the crown ; and the 
commons were proceeding with great earnefrnefs in the 

debate, and had even appointed a committee to con.·cr · 

with the lords, when exprefs orders were brought them 

from Elizabeth not to proceed farther in the m~tter. c~cil 

k Camden, p. 397• 
~ ~!:lid. p. 12-t· 

Hl 

1 D'fwes, p. {2.Sh 

told 
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C H A P. told them that fhc pledged to the houfe the word of a 
XXXIX. ' r. . · h · -· t marry· tba .. ~queen for her nncenty m er mtent~ons o ' , . ~ 

1506. the appointment of a fuccdTor would be attended wtth 

o-reat dano-cr to her perfon · that !he herfelf had had ex .. 
b 0 ' 
perience, during the reign of her lifrcr, how much court 

w.Js ufually paid to the next heir, and what dangerous 

facrifices men were commonly di(pofcd to make of their 

prefent duty to their future profpeCl:s; anJ that fhe was 

therefore determined to delay, till a more proper oppor

tunjty, the decifion of that imP.ortant quefiion "· The 
hou fc was not fatisfied with thefe reafons, and frill lefs 

with the command, prohibiting them all debate on the 

fubjeCt. Paul Vvcntworth, a fpirited member, went fo 

far as to q uefi:on whether fuch a prohibition were not 

an infringement of the liberties and privileges of the 
houfe 0 , Some even ventured to violate that profound 

refpeCl, which had hitherto been preferved to the queen; 

and they affi::mcd that fhc was bound in duty, not only 

to provide for the happincfs of her fubjeB:s during her 

own life, but aHo to pay regard to their future fecurity, 

by fixing a fucceffor; that, by an oppofite conduCt, fhe 

fuoweJ herftl f the fiepmother, not the natural parent, of 

her people, and vvould fecm dcfirous, that England fhould 

no longer fubfifi: than lhe fuould enjoy the glory and 

fatisfatlion of governing it; that none but timorous 

princes, or tyran~s, or faint-hearted women, ever fiood 
in fear of their fuccefTors; and that the affeCtions of the 

pc0plc were a firm and impregnable ram1;nrt to every fo. 

vereign, who, laying afide all artifice or bye-ends, had 

courasc and magnanimity to put his fole trufl: in that ho

nourable and fure defence r. The queen, hearing of thefe 
debates, fent for the fpeaker, and after reiterating her for

tncr prohibition, fl e bade him inform the houfe, that, if 

' D'Ewes, p. t:7, uS~ 
t Ci!mden, p. 4cQ. 

9 !bid~ ~. nS. 
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any member remained fiill unfatisfied, he might appear C H A P. . xx:nx. 
before the pnvy council, and there give his rearons q . "----...---' 

As the members lhowed a difpofition, notwith{bnding 1566. 

thefe peremptory order~, frill to proceed upon the quef-

tion, Elizabeth thought proper, by a mcfi gc, to revoke 

them, and to allow the houfe liberty of debater. They 

were fo m oil ified by this gracious condefcenfion, that they 

thenceforth concluB:ed the matter with niorc calmnefs and 

temper; and they even voted her a fupply, to be levied 

at three payments, of a fubfidy and a fi fteenth, without 

annexing any condition to it. The que-en foon after dif- zd Janu::ry, 

folved the parliament, and told them, with iomc fharpnefs ' 
1

5
67

' 

in the conclufion, that their proceedings had contained 

much diffim~lation and artifice; that under the · laufi.ble 

pretences of marriage and fucccffion, many of them co-

vered very malevolent intentions tow:1rds her; but th-at, 

however, £he reaped this advantage from the' ttempts of 

thefe men, that {he could now difiinguilh her friends from 

her enemies. " But do you think," added {he, " that 

" I am unmindful of our future fccurity, or will be 

" negligent in [ettling the fucce!Eon? That is the chief 

" obje,tl: of my concern; as I know myfclf to be liable 

" to mortality. Or do you apprehend, that I meant to 

" encroach on your liberties? No: It was never my 

" meaning; I only intended to frop you before you ap-

" preached t~e precipice. All things h::vc their time ; 

" and though you may be blefl.ed with a fovereign more 

" wife or more learned than I, yet I aflurc you, that no 

" one will ever rule over you, who fhall be more careful 

" of your fafcty. And therefore, henceforward, whether 

" I live to fee the like affembly or no, or whoever holds 

" the reins of government, let me warn you to beware 

" of provoking your fovereign's patience, fo far as you 

•' have done mine. But I !hall now conclude, that, 

"l D'Ewes, p. uS. r Ibid. P• J 30, 

H 4 " notwithfranding 
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c H A P." notwithfianding the difgufis I have received (for ~ 
~" mean not to part with you in anger) the greater part 

J567. '' of you may affure themfelves that they go home i.q 

" their prince's good graces s . '' 

ELIZ ABETH carried farther her dignity on this oc-

cafion. She had received the fubfidy without .any condi

tion; but as it was believed, that the commons had given 

her that gratuity with a view of engaging her to yield to 
their reouefrs, fhe thought proper, on her refufal, volun

tarily to
1 

remit the third payment; and fhe faid, that mo
ney in her fubjeds' purfcs was as good to her as in her 

own exchequer t. 
BuT though the queen was able to elude, for the pre-

fent, the applications of parliament, the friends of the 

queen of Scots multiplied every day in England; and 
befides the catholics, many of whom kept a treafonabla 

correfpondence with her, and were ready to rife at her 
command u, the court itfelf of Elizabeth was full of her 

avowed partizans. The duke of Norfolk, the earls of 

Leicefier, Pembroke, Bedford, Northumberland, Sir 
Nicholas 1 hrogmorton, and moft of the confiderable 

men in England, except Cecil, feemed convinced of the 

neccffity of declaring her the fucceffor. None but the 

more zealous prote~ants adhered either to the countefs of 

Hertford, or to her aunt, Eleanor, countefs of Cumber

land; and as the marriage of the former feemed liable to 

fome objeCtions, and had been declared invalid, men were 

alarmed, even on that fide, with the profpeCt of new 
difputes concerning the fucceffion. Mary's behaviour 

alfo, fo moderate towards the proteftants, and fo gracious 
towards all men, had procured her univerfal !efpe8 w; 

and the public was willing to afcribe any imprudences, 
into which fhe had ~alien, to her youth and inexperience. 

s D'Ewes, p. IJ6, ITJ. 
u .Haynes1 p. 446. 448. 

t Camden, p. 40o. 

" Melvil, p. 53• 6r. 74• 

But 
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But all thefe flattering profpeets were blafied by the fub- c H A P. 
. . , . XXXIX. 

fequent incidents; where her egregious mdifcretwns, '-----·,...___j 
fhall I fay, or at;ocious crimes, threw her from the l567. 

height of her profperity, and involved her in infamy and 
in ruin. 

'rH E earl of Bothwel 'vas of a confiderable family and Murdt"r of 
· • 11 • . Darnley. 

power in Scotland; and though not dnnngudhed by any 
talents either of a civil or military nature, he had made 
a figure in that party, which oppofcd the greatncfs of the 
earl of Murray, and the more rigid reformers. He was a 
man of profligate manners; had involved his opulent for-
tune in great debts, and even reduced himfelf to beggary, 
by his profufe expcnces x; and feemcd to have no refource 
but in defperate counfels and enterprizes. f ' e had been 
accufed more than once of an attempt to affaffinate Mur-
ray; and though the frequency of thefe accufations on 
all fides diminiih fomewhat the credit due to any particu-
lar imputation, they prove fufficientl y the prevalence 
of that detefiable pracrice in Scotland, and may in 
that view ferve to render fuch rumours the more cre-
dible. This man had of late acquired the favour and 
entire confidence of Mary; and all her meafures were 

direcred by his advice and authority. Reports wera 
fpread of more particular intimacies between them; 

_and thefe reports gained ground from the continu
ance or rather encreafe of her hatred toward~ her huf
band r. That young prince was reduced to fuch a 
fiate of defperation, by the neglcets which he ll:ndcrwent 
from his queen :iind the courtiers, that he had once re ... 
folved to fly fecretly into France or Spain, apd had even 
provided a vefTel for that purpofe z. Some of the moil: 
confiderable nobility, on the other- hand, obfcn;ing her 
rooted averfion to him, had propofed fome expedients fo.r 

x Keith, P• 240• 3 Melvil, P• 66, 77• z Keith, 

~· 345-348· 

a divorce'; 
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C H A P. a divorce· and thouah 1\riary is faid to have fpoken ho .. 
XVXIX ' b 

. ~ nom·ably on the occafion, and to have embraced the pro-

1s6;. pofal no farther than it fhoulJ be found confifrent with her 

own honour and her fon's legitim3Cya, men were inclined 

to believe, that the difficulty of finding proper means for 

effecting that purpofe, \Vas the real caufe of laying 

afide all farther 'thoughts of it. So far were the fufpicions 

againfr her carried, that, when Henry, difcouragcd with 
the continual proofs of her hatred, left the court and 

retired to Glafgo\v, an illnefs of an extnordinary na

ture, with which he was feizecl immediately on his ar

rival in that pLtce, was univerfall y a(cribed by her enemies 

to a dofc of poifon, whicb, it was pretended, lhe had ad

minifrered to him. 

WHILE alfairs were in this fituation, all thofe who 

wi!hed well to her charatler or to public tranquillity, were 

extremely pleafcd, anJ fomewhat furprized, to hear, that 

a friendfhip was again conciliated between th~m, that fhe 

had taken a journey to Glafgow on purpofe to vifit him 
during his ficknefs, that {he behaved towards him with 

great tendernefs, that fhe had brought him along with her, 

and that lhe appeared thenceforth determined to live with 

him on a footing more fuitable to the connexions between 

them. Henry, naturally uxorious, and not diftrufl:ing 

this fudden reconciliation, put himfdf implicitly into 

her hands, and attended her to Edinburgh. She lived 

• in the palace of Holy-rood-houfe; but as the fitua

tion of the place was low, and the concourfe of people 

about the court was neceffarily attended with noife, which 

might di!l:vrb him in his prefent infirm fratc of health, 

thefc reafons were affigned for fitting up an apartment for 

him in a folitary houG!, at fomc difrance, called the Kirk 

of Field. Mary here gave him marks of kindnefs and 

~ttachment; fhe converfed cordially with him i and fhe 

a Camden, p. 404. Goodalf's ~een Mary, vol, ii, P• 3 17~ 

lay 
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lay fome nights in a room below hi.s; but on the ninth ofC H A P. 

February, ihe told him, that !he would pafs that night in ...:_:x;:, 
the palace, bccaufe the marriage of one of her fervants was 1567. 

there to be celebrated in her prefence. About two o'clock 

in the morning the whole town was much alarmed at hear-
ing a great noife; and was fiill more a!toni!hed, when it 

was difcovered that the noife came from the Kinrr's hou!c, F b 
t:> e • 10. 

which was blown up by gun-powder; that his dead body 
was found at fome diftancc in a neighbouring field; and 
that no marks either of fire, contufiQn, or violence ap
peared upon it b. 

No doubt could be entertained but Henry was mur ... 
dcred; and general conjecture foon pointed towards the 
earl of Bothwel as the author of the crime c. But as his 
favour with Mary was vifible, and his power great, 
no one ventured to declare openly his fentiments; and 

all men remained in filence and mute a!tonilhmcnt. 
Voices, however, were heard in the fireets, during the 
darknefs of the night, proclaiming Bothwel, and even 
1\tlary herfelf, to be murderers of the king; bills were 
fecretly affixed on the walls to the fame purpofe; offers 
were made, that, upon giving proper fecurities, his guilt 
fhould be openly proved: But after one proclamation from 
the court, offe.ring a reward and indemnity to any one that 

would difcover the author of that villany, greater vigi
lance was employed in fearching out the fpreaders of the 
libels and reports againfi: Bothwel and the queen, than in 
tracing the contrivers of the king's affaffination, or detect~ 

ing the regicides "• 

b It was imag:ned, that Henry had been firangled before the hnufe was 
blown up. But this foppofition is contradiC.'!:ed by the confeffion of the cri~ 
minals; and there is no neceffity to admit it in order to account for the 
condition of his body. There are many infiances that men's lives have been 
.faved who had been blown up in fhips. Had Henry fallen on water he had 
not probably been killed. 

<: Melvil, p. 78. Cabbala, p. 136. d Anderfon's ColleCtions, 

tol, ii, p. ~g. vol, iv•l'• 1671 16g, Spotfwood, p. 2.oo, Keith, p. r4· 
TaE 
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c H A P. THE earl of Lenox, who lived at a difiance from court~ 
XXXIX. . d d b h t f h' '--,-v--' 111 poverty an contempt, was rouze y t e repor o ts 

1567. fon~s murder, and wrote to the queen, imploring fpeccly 

jufiice againfi: the afraffins; among whom he named the 

earl of 13othwe1, Sir James Balfour, and Gilbert Balfour 

his brother, David Chalmers, and four others of the 

queen's houfehold; all of them perfons who had been 

mentioned in the bills affixed to the walls at Edinburgh c. 

l\1ary took his demand of fpeedy j ufiice in a very literal 

fenfe; and allowing only fifteen days for the examination 

of th :s important affair, fhe fent a citation to Lenox, re

quiring him to appear in court, and prove his charge 

arrainft Bothwel r. This nobleman, meanwhile, and all 

the other perfons, accufed by Lenox, enjoyed their full 

liberty g; Bothwel himfelf was continually fur rounded 

with armed men k; took his place in council i; lived dur

ing feme time in the houfe with Mary k; and feemed to 

poffefs all his wonted confidence and familiarity with her. 

Even the caftle of Edinburgh, a phwe of great confequence 

in this critical time, was entrufied to him, and under 

bim, to his c-reature, Sir J ames Balfour, who had him

felf been publickly charged as an accomplice in the king':; 

murder I. Lenox, who had come as far as Stirling, with 

a view of appearing at the trial, was informed of all thefe 

circumfiances; and refleaing on the fmall train which 

attended hirp, he began to entertain v·ery j uft apprehen

fions from the power, infolence, and temerity of. his ene

my. He wrote to Mary, <lefiring that the day of trial 

might be prorogued; and conjured her, Ly all the regard 

which ihe bore to her own h~nour, to employ more leifure 

and delibefation in determining a quefiion of fuch extreme 

Keith, p. 377.• Anderfon, vol. ii. P• 3• f Keitb, p. 373• 

g Ibid. P· 374, 375• h Ibid. P• 405. i Andtrfoni, 

~ol. i. p._l~· 40. 5('• s~.. _ le. lbid, vol. ii. p. 2-74. 

l Spotfwood, P· 1-0io 
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'motnent'"· No regard was paid to his application: The C H A P. 

jury was enclofed, of which the earl oLCaithnefs was~ 
chancellor; and though Lenox, forefeeing this precipita- 1567. · 

tion, had ordered Cunihgham, one of his retinue, to ap-

pear in court, and protefi: in his name, againfl: the acquittal 
·of the criminal, the jury proceeded to a verdict~. The 
verdiCl: was fuch as it behoved them to give, where neither 

accufer nor witnefs appeared; and Bothwel was abii)lved n th April. 

from the king's ~urder. The jury, however, apprehen-

five that their verdict would give great fcandal, and per-
haps expofe them afterwards to fome danger, entered a 

protefi, in which they reprefented the heccffity of their 
proceedings 0 • It is remarkable, that the indiCl:ment was 
laid againft Bothwel for committing the crime on the ninth 

of February, not the tenth, the real day on which Henry 
was aHaffi.oiated P. The interpretation generally put upon 

this error, too grofs, it was thought, to have proceeded 
from mifiake, was, that the fecret council, by whom 

l\1ary was governed, not trufiing entirely to precipitation, 
violence, and authority, had provided this plea, by v:.rhich 
they enfured, at all adventures, a plaufible pretence for 

' acquitting Both wel. 

Two days after this extraordinary tranfaCl:ion, a par

liament was held ; and though the verdict in favour of 
Bothwel was attended with fuch circumfiances as frrongly 

confirmed, rather than diminilhed, the general opinion. 

of his guilt, he was the perfon chofen to carry the royal 
fceptre on the firfr meeting of that national affembly q• 

In this parliament, a rigorous act was made againfi: thofe 

m Kelth, P• 375• Anderfon, vol. i. p. 52. n Kcitb, p. n6• 
Anderfon, vol. ii. p. Ic6. Spotfwood~ p. zot. 0 Sp ,tfwood; 
p. :1.01. Anderfon, vol. i. p. I 1 3• ' !l Ke-ith, p. 375• Andcrfoo, 
,.oi. ii. p, 93• Spotfwood, p. ao1. '1 Keith, p. 78. Crawford; 

p, It• 

who 
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c H A P. who fct up defamatory bills; but no notice was takett 

~of the king's murder r. The favour, which Mary orenly 

1
5
67. bore to Bothwe1, kept every one in awe; and the effecrs 

of this terror appeared more plainly in another tr::mfac

tion, which enfued immediately upon the diffolution of 

the parliament. A bond or affociation was framed ; in 

which the fubfcribers, after relating the acquittal of Both~ 
wel by a legal trial, and mentioning a f:1rther offer, which 

he had made, to prove his innocence by fingle combat, 

oblige themfelves, in cafe any perfon fhould afterwards 

impute to him the king's murder, to defend him with 

their whole power againfi.: fuch calumniators. After this 

promife, which implied no great affurance in Bothwel 

of his own innocence, the fubfcribers mentioned the ne

ceffity of their quecn's marriage, in order to fupport the 

government; and they recommended Bothwel to her as 

hA 
•
1 

a hufband s. This paper was fubfcribed by all the con-
24t pu • 

fiderable nobility there prefent. In a country, divided 

by violent fac1ions, fuch a concurrence in favour of one 

nobleman, no-wife difiingui!hed above the reft, except 

by his flagitious conduCl:, could never have been obtain

ed, had not every one be.en certain, at leafr firmly per• 

fuaded, that Mary was fully determined on this meafure r. 

Nor would fuch a motive have fufficed to influence men; 

commonly fo ftubborn and untraB:able, had they not been 

taken by furprize, been ignorant of each other's fenti

ments, and over-awed by the prefent power of the court, 

and by the apprehenfions of farther violence, from per· 

fous fo little governed by any principles of honour and 

humanity. Even with all thefe circumftances, the fub

fcription to this paper may juftly be regarded ~sa reproach 
to the nation. 

r Keith, p. 3go. s Ibid. p. 3811 

t See note LIJ at the end of the volume, 
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THE fubfequent meafures of Bothwel were equallv pre- c H A P. 
. . d d . M h . S . 1: XXXIX. crp1tate an au ac10us. ary avmg gone to trr mg to,___,,--...) 

pay a vifit to her fon, he affembled a body of eight hun- 1567. 

dred horle, Qn pretence of purfuing fome robbers on the 
borders; and having way-laid her on her 'return, he 
fcizcd her per[on near Edinburgh, and carried her to 

Dunbar, with an avowed defign of forcing her to yield t024th April. 

his purpofe. Sir James Melvil, one of her retinue, was 

carried along with her, and fays not, that he faw any 
figns of rei uB:ance or confiraint: He was even informed, 
as he tells us, by Bothwel's officers, that the wh~e 
tranfaB:ion was managed in concert with her '1, A w·c-

man, indeed, of that fpirit and refolution, which is ac

knowledged to belong to Mary, does not ufullly, on 
thefc o -: cafions, give fuch marks of oppofition to real vio-
lence) as can appear anywife doubtful or ambiguous. 

Some of the nobility, however, in order to put matters 

to farther trial, fent her a private meffage; in which 
they told her, that, if, in reality, !he lay under force, 
they would ufe all their efforts to rcfcue h::r. 'Her an-

fwer was, that !he had indeed been carried to Dunbar by 
violence, but ever fince her arrival had been fo well 
treated, that lhe willingly remained with Bothwel w. 

No one gave himfelf thenceforth any concern to relieve 
her from a captivity, which was !Jelieved to proceed en-
tirely from her own approbation and connivance. 

Tr-ns unufual conduCt was :1t firft afcribed to .l\1ary's 

fen le of the infamy attending her purpofed marriage; and 
her dcfire of finding fome colour to glofs over the irregu
larity of her conduct. But a.pardon, given to Bothwcl 

a few days after, made the public carry their conjectures 

fomewhat farther. In this deed, Bothwel received a par

don for the violence committed on the q ueen's pedon; 
and for all other crimeJ : A claufe, by which the murder 

u M~lvil, p. 8o. 

of 
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c H A P. of the king was indirectly forgiven. The rape was then 
XXXIX. . ] · • d ~ conje8ured to have been on y a contnvance, m or er to 

1.)67· afford a pretence for indireB:ly remitting a crime, of 

which it would have appeared fcandalous to make openly 

any mention x. 

THESE events paffed with {uch rapidity, that men had 

no leifure to admire fufficiently one incident, when they 

were furprized with a new one, equally rare and uncom

mon. Tliere frill, however, remained one difficulty, 

which, it was not eafy to forefee, how the queen and 

Dothwel, determined as they were to execute their flume

ful ~urpofe, could find expedients to overcome. The 
man, who had procured the fubfcription of the nobility, 

recommending him as a hufband to the queen, and who 

had aCl:ed this fceming violence on her perfon, in order 

to force her cohfent, had been married two years before 

to another woman; to a woman of merit, of a noble fa

mily, fifi:cr to the earl of Huntley. But perfons blinded 

by paffion, and infatuated with crimes, foon fhake off all 
appearance of decency. A fuit was commenced for a di

vorce between Bothwel and his wife; and this fuit wai 

opened at the fame infl:ant in two different, or rather op· 

pofite courts; in the court of the archbifhop of St. An· 

drews, which was popifh, and governed itfelf by the 

canon law; and in the new confiilorial or commiffariot 

court, which was proteRant, and was regulated by the 
principles of the reformed teachers. The plea, advanced 

in each court, was fo calculated as to fuit the principld 

which there prevailed : In the archbifhop's court, the 

pretence of confanguinity was employed, becaufe Both• 

wel was related to his wife in the fourth dccrree · in the 0 , 

commiffariot court, th·e accufatio.n of adultery was mad 

ufe of againfi: him. The parties too, who applied for the 
divorce, were different in the difFerent courts : Bothwel 

x Anderfon1 vol, iv. part ii, p. 61, 
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\vas the perfon who fued in the former; his wife in the c H A P. 
' A d l li . . L h d I d d XXXIX. :tatter. n t 1e u1t m !jot courts was opene , p ea e , '---.,.---..J 

. examined, and decided with the utrnoft precipitation ; 1567. 

and a fentence of divorce was pronounced in four days r. 
THE divorce being thus obtained, it was thought pro

per, that Mary ihould be conducled to Edinburgh, and 
ihould there appear before the courts of judicature, and 
ihould acknowledge herfe1f refiored to entire freedom. 
This was underftood to be contrived in a view of obvi
ating all doubts with regard to the validity of her mar .. 
riage. Orders were then given to publilh in the church 
the banns between the queen and the duke of Orkney; 
for that was the title which he now bore; and Craig, a 
minifter of Edinburgh, was applied to for that purpofe. 
This clergyman, not content with having refufed com
pliance, publicly in his fermons condemned the mar
riage; and exhorted all who had accefs to the queen, to 
give her their advice againfi fo fcandalous an alliance. 
Being called before the council, to anfwer for this li
berty, he lhowed a cournge, which might cover all the 
nobles with lhame, on account of their tamenefs and 
fervility. He faid, that, by the rules of the church, the 
earl of Both wel, being convicted of · adultery, could not 
be permitted to marry; that the divorce between him 
and his former wife was plainly procure( by colluiion, 
as appeared by the precipitation of the fentence, and 
the fudden conclufion of his marriage with the queen; 
and that all the fufpicions which prevailed, with re
gard to the king's murder, and the queen's concurrence 
in the former rape, would thence receive undoubted 
confirmation. He therefore exhorted Both we I, who 
was prefent, no longer to perfevere in his prefent 
criminal enterprizes; and turning his difcourfe to the 
,gther counfellors, he charged them to employ all their 

Y An,erfon .• vol, ii. p. zSc. 

VoJ...V. I influen(;.e 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L AN D. 

c H A P. influence with the queen, in onler to divert her from":~. 
XXXlX. meafure, which would load her with eternal infamy and 

~ diilionour. Not 1:1-tlsfied even with this admonition, he 
took the fidt opportunity of informing the public, from 

the pulpit, of the whole tranfatlion, and expreffed to 

them his fears, that, notwithfi and iug all remonftrances, 

their fovereign was frill ob!hnately bent on her fatal pur
pofe. " For himfelf," he f:1id, " he had already dif-

" charged his confcience, and yet again would take 

" heaven and earth to witnefs, that he abhorred and de
" tefted that marriage, as fcandalous and hateful in the 
" fight of mankind : But fince the Great, as he perceiv- ' 

" ed, either by their flattery or filence, gave countenance 

" to the meafure, he befought the Faithful to pray fer• 
" vently to the Almighty, that a refolution, taken con

" trary to all law, reafon, and good confcience, might, 

" by the divine blcffing, be turned to the comfort and 

" benefit of the church and kingdom." Thefe fpeeches. 

offended the court extreme} y; and Craig was anew fum• 

moned before the council, to anfwer for his temerity, in 
thus paffing the bounds of his commifr.on. But he told 

them, that the bounds of his commiffion were the word 

of God, good laws, and natural reafon ; and were the 

queen's marriage tried by any of thefe fiandards, it would 

appear infamous and ditbonourable, and would be fo 
efteemed by the whole world. , The council wefe fo over• 

2wed by this heroic behaviour in a private clergyman, 

that they difmiffed him without farther cenfure or punifh• 

ment z. 

BuT though this tranfatlion might have recalled Both-

wel and the q ucen of Scots from their infatuation, and 

might have infirueted them in the difpofitions of the peo• 

p~e, as well as in their own inability to oppofe them; 

they were :ftill refolute to rufh forward, to their own ma· 

~ Spotfwood, P• zo3. Amlerfon, vol. ii, p. zSo. 

nife~ 
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nifefl: de1hu8:ion. The marriage was folemnized by the c H A P. 
b'{h f Q k 11 XXXIX, 

1 op o r ney, a proteuant, who was afterwards de- "---y--J 

pofed by the church for this fcandalous compiiance. Few 1567. 

f h b.,. d h . T d 15th May. o t e no ti1 ty appeare at t e ceremony : hey ha , 

tnofl: of them, either from fhame or fear, ret!rcd to their 

own houfes. The French ambaffador, Le Croc, an 
aged gentleman of honour and char:::crer, could not be 

prevailed on, though a dependant of the houfc of Guile, ~een of 

1 • b h" r. El" b h Scots m ar ... to countenance t le marnage y 1s pre1ence a, ' 1za et rie' Both-

remonfl:rated, by friendly letters and mefi:1ges, · againfr weJ, 

the marriage b : The court of France made like oppofi-

tion; but lV1ary, though on all other occalions fhe was 

extremely obfequious to the advice of her relations in that 

country, was here determined to pay no regard to their 
opinion. 

TiiE news of thefe tranfaCl:ions, being carried to foreign 

countries, filled Europe with amazement, and threw in

famy, not only on th2 princip:.tl actors in them, but alfo 

on the whole nation, who feemc , by their fubmiffion and 

filence, and even by their declared approbation; to give 
their fancrion to thefe fcandalous practices c. The Scot'l, 

who refided abroad, met with fuch reproaches, that they 

durfl: no where appear in public; and they earneHly ex
horted their countrymen at home, to free them from the 

public odium, by bringing to condign punifl1ment the au

thors of fuch atrocious crimes. This 'intelligence, with 

a little more leifure for refleClion, roufed men from 

their lethargy; and the rumours, which, from the very 

beginning ct, had been fpread againfi .fvlary, as if !he had 

concurred in the king's murder, feemed now, by the 

fubfequent tranfactions, to have receivecJ , a thong confir

mation and authority. It was every where faid, that even 

a Spotfwood, p. zo3. 

Dlgges, p. 14. 

Yol, i. p. uS. IJ4• 

Mehil, p 82. 

c ideivi l , p. S:z.. Krith, P• 402, 1 l\n derfuu, 

d Crawford, p. 11. Keith, Prcf. P• 9• 

I 2 though 
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c H A P. though no particular and direa proofs bad as yet been 
XXX~ produced of the qt.Hren's guilt, the whole tenor of her late 

~7· conduCl was fufficient, not only to beget fufpicion, but 
to produce entire conviClion againft her: That her fud· 

den refolution of being reconciled to her huiband, whom 
before fbe had long and juftly hated; her bringing him to 

court, from which fhe had banifhed him by neglecrs and 

rigours; her fitting up feparate apartments for him; were 
all of them circumfiances, which, though trivial in them· 
felves, yet, being compared with the fubfequent events, 

bore a very unfavourable afpeCl: for her : That the leaft 
which, after the king's murder, might have been expeCted 
in her fituation, was a more than ufual caution in her 

meafures, and an extreme anxiety to puniih the real a[af
fins, in order to free herfelf from all reproach and fufpi
cion: That no woman, who had any regard to her cha· 

raCl:er, would allow a man, publicly accufed of her huf· 

band's murder, fo much as to approach her prefence, far 
lefs give him a fuare in her counfels, and endow him with 

favour and authority: That an acquittal, merely in the 
abfence of accufers, was very ill· fitted to fatisfy the pub· 

lie; efpecia11y if that abfence proceeded from a defigned 

precipitation of the fentence, and from the terror, which 
her known friendihi p for the criminal had infufed into 
every one : That the very mention of her marriage to fuch 

a perfon, in fuch circumftances, was horrible; and the 
contrivances of extorting a confent from the nobility, and 
of concerting a rape, were grofs artifices, more proper to 
difcover her guilt than prove her innocence : That where 
a woman thus ihews a confcioufnefs of merited reproach, 

and, inftead of correCting, provides only thin gloffes to 
cover, her exceptionable condua, fhe betrays a negleCt 

of fame, which muft either be the efFect or the caufe of 
the m oft fuameful enormities : That to efpoufe a man, who 
had, a few days bef9re, P~en f~ fcandal9ufly divorced from 

his 
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his wife ; who, to fay the leafr, was believed to have, a IC H A P. 
Jr XXXIX. 

few mortths before, auaffinated her hu!band, was fo con- "---..r--J 
trary to the plaineft rules of behaviour, that no pretence 1567. 

of indifcretion or imprudence could account for fuch a 

con duet: That a woman, who, fo Coon after her hu!band's 

death, though not attended with any extraordinary cir-

. cumfiances, contracts a marriage, which might, in itfelf, 

be the mofl: blamelefs, cannot efcape fevere cenfure; but 
one who overlooks, for her pleafure, fo many other weighty 

confiderations, was equally capable, in gratifying her ap· 

petites, to negleCl: every regard to honour and huma

nity : That Mary was not ignorant of the prevailing 
opinion of the public, with regard to her own guilt, and 
of the inferences which would every where be drawn 
from her cond ua ; and therefore, if fhe frill continued to 
purfue meafures which gave fuch juft offence, the rati

fied, by her aCtions, as much as the could by the moft 
formal confeffion, all the furmizes and imputations of 
her enemies: That a prince was here murdered in the 

face of the world; Bothwel alone was fufpeCl:ed and ac

cufed; if he were innocent, nothing could abfolve him, 

either in Mary's eyes or thofe of the public, but the de

tetlion and conviCl:ion of the real aifaffin; yet no enquiry 

was made to that purpofe, though a parliament had been 

;1£fembled; the fovereign and wife was here plainly filent 

from guilt, the people from terror: That the only cir
cumfiance, which oppofed all thefe prefumptions or ra

ther proofs, was~ the benignity and goodnefs of her 
preceding behaviour, which feemed to remove her from 

all fufpicions of fuch atrocious inhumanity; but that the 

~haraCl:ers of men were extremely variable, and perfons, 

guilty of the worfi: actions, V'ere not always naturally of 
the worft and moft criminal difpofitions: Th~t a woman 

who, in a critical and dangerous moment, had facrificed 

her honour to a man of abandoned pri~~iples, might 
I 3 ' ~hcncefort~ 
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c H A P. thenceforth be led blindfold by him to the commiffion of 
XXXIX. · d . l"t 1 

~-- the mofi enorq10us cnmes, an was m rea 1 y no 1onger 
J567. at Ler own difpof::tl : And that, though one fuppofition 

was frill left to alleviate her blame, name 1 y, that Both
we], prefuming on her affection towards him, had of 
himfelf committed the crime, and had never communi
cated it to her, yet fuch a fudden and paffionate love to a 
man, whom fhe had long l,cnown, could not eafily be a~
counted for, without fuppofing fome degree of preceding 
gwlt; and as it appeared, tha ... lhe was not afterwards re-

. firained, either by lhame or prudence, from ins;urring the 
highdt reproach and danger, it was not likely ~hat ~ 

fenfe of duty or h~manity would have a more powerful 

influ nee over her. 
THESE were the fentiments which prevailed through

out Scotland ; and as the protefiant t~achers, who h<\d 
great authority, had long borne (tn animofity to M;ry, 
the opinion of her guilt was, by that mc:.lns, the more 
widely cl ffufed, and made the deeper impreffion on the 
people. Some attempts, made by Both we1, and~ as is 
pretended, with her confent, to get the young prince 
ipto his power, excned the moft ftrious attention; and 
the principal nobility, even many of thofe who had 
formerly been confirained to fign the application in favour 
of Bothwel's marriage met at Stirling, and formed an 
aiTociation for proteBing the prince, and pun!iliing the 
king's murderers~. The earl of Athole himfel:, a known 
catholic, was the fidt author of this confederacy: The 
earls of Argyle, Morton, Marre, Glcncarne, the lords 
Boyd, Linddey, Hume, Semp1e, Kirkaldy of Grange, 
'rulibardine, and fecretary Lidington, entered zealoufly 
into it. 'I'he earl of Murray, forefeeing fuch turbulent 
times, and being defirous to keep free of thefe dangerous 

t Keith, p. 394• 

5 fatlions~ 
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·faCl:ions, h::td, 'fomc time before, defired and obtained C H A P. 
XXXIX. 

Mary's permiffion to retire into France. ~ 

LoRD Hume was firfl: in arms ; and leading a body f 1 567. 
I " .HJec-

of eight hundred horfe, fuidenly en~·ironed the queen of tion~ in 

Scots and Bothwel, in the cafilc of Borthwic. They Scotland. 

found means of making their cfcape to Dun bar; while 

the confederate lords were affcmbling their troops at 
Edinburgh, and taking meafures to efFeCt their purpofe. 
~ad Bothwel been Jo prudent as to keep within the 
fortrefs of Dunbar, his enemies muft have difperfed 
for want of pay and fubfifiance; but hearing that the 
affociated lords were fallen into di!hefs, he was fo r~0.1 IsthJu,.e. 

as to take the field, and auvancc towards them. The 
armies met at Carberry HJ! 1, about fix miles from Edin-
burgh; and Mary foon became fcnfible, that her own 
troops difapproved of her eau fc, and were averfe to fpill 
their blood in the quarrel f. After fome bravadoes of 
Bothwel, where he difcovered vtry little courage, !he faw 
no refource but that of holding a conference with Kirk-
aldy of Grange, and of puaing herfelf., upon fome ge-
neral promifes, into the hands of the confederates. She 
was conducted to Edinburgh, amidfi the infults of the 
populace; who reproached her with her crimes, and 
even held before her eyes, which way foever £he turned, 
01. banner, on which were painted the murder of her 
hufband, and the difi:re(., of her infant fon J?:. .l\1ary, 
overwhelmed with her calamities, had recourfe to teara 
and lamentations. Meanwhile, Bothwel, <luring her 
conference with Grange, fled unattended to Dunbar; 
and fitting out a few fmalllhips, fet fail for the Orkneys, 
where he fubfifted during fome time by piracy. He was 
purfued thither by Grange, and his !hip was taken, with 
feveral of his fervants, who afterwards difcovered all the 
circumfiances of the king's murder, and were punifhed 

f Keith, p. 40:, Spotfwoo-3, p. 207. 

I f !or 
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c H A P. for the crime h. Both we I himfelf efcaped in a boat, an~ 
XXXIX · · · 
~found means to get a pa1fage to Denmark, where he ~as 

1567. thrown into prifon, lofl: his fenfes, and died miferably 
about ten years aft~r: An end worthy of his flagitious 

conduct and behaviour. · ' 
Imprifon
ment of 
Mary. 

THE queen of Scots, now in the hands of an enraged 

faction, met with fuch ~reatment as a fovereign may na

turally expetl: from fubjects, who have their future fecu~ 

rity to provide for, as well as their prefe~t animofity to 
gratify. It is pretended, that ihe behaved with a fpirit 

very little fuitable to her condition, avowed her inviola~le 

attachment to Bothwel i, and even wrote him a letter, whicJ1 

the lords intercepted, where ihe declared, that lhe would 

endure any extremity, nay, ref!gn her dignity and crown 
itfelf, rather than relinquiih his affections k. The mal

contents, finding the danger to which they were expofed, 

~n cafe 1\tiary fhould finally prevail, thought themfelves 

obliged to proceed with rigour againft her; and they 

fent her next day under a guard to the caftle of Lochle
vin, fituated in a lake of that name. The mifrrefs of the 

houfe was mother to the ea~l of Murray; and as lhe pre

tended to have been lawfully married to the late king of 

Scots, lhe naturally bore an animofity to Mary, and 

treated her with the utmofi harlhnefs and feverity. 

ELIZABETH, who was fully informed of all thofe in

cidents, feemed touched with compaffion towards the u~
fortunate queen; and all her fears and jealoufies bein.g 

now laid aJ1eep, by the confiJeration of that ruin and in-

. famy, in which Mary's conduct had involved her, ihe 

• began to refleCl: on the infiability of human affairs, the 

precarious fiate of royal grandeur, the d.ano-er of encou-
, . 0 , . 

ft Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 165, t66, &c. f Keith, p. 419. 
1t Melvil, f'• S4. The re~lity· of this letter aopears fomewhat difputable; 

chiefly becaufe Murray and his a!fuciates never mentioned it in their accufa

.tion of her before queen Elizabe .h's commifii'oners. 
l IJ 
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rao-ing rebellious fub1eB:s; and lhe refolved to employ C H A P. 
I · 0 ;· J . . ' . XXXIX 
her authority for alleviating the calamities of her unhap-~ 
py kinfwornan. She fent Sir J\!icholas Throgmorton ~567. • 

ambaffador to Scotland, in order to remonfhate both 
with Mary and the affociated lords; and fhe gave him 
iufiruB:i~ns, which, though mixed with fame lofty pre
tcnfions, were full of that good fenfe which was fo na-

. tural to her, and of that gencrofity which the prefent in
tere!l:ing conjuncture had called forth. She empowered 
~im to declare in her name to Mary, that the late con
~ uB: of ~hat princefs, fo enormous, and in every refpeCt 
fo unjufrifiable, ~ad given her the higheft offence; and 
though £he felt the movements of pity towards her, lhe 
~ad once determined never to interpofe in ~er affairs, 
either by advice or affi!l:ance, but to abandon her entirely, 
as a perfon whofe condition was totally defperate, and 
honour ir~etrievable: That fhe was well affured, that 
~ther foreign princes, Mary's near relations, had embraced 
the fame refolution; but, fo~ her part, the late events 
had touched her heart with more tender fympathy, and 
had made her adopt meafures more favpurable to the li
berty and intere.!l:s of the unhappy queen: That 1he was 
determined not to fee her opprcffed by her rebellious fub
jeB:s, but would employ all her good offices, and even 
her power, to redeem her from captivity, and place her 
in fuch a condition as would at once be compatible with 
her dignity, and the fafety of her fubjeB:s: That lhe 
~onj ured her to lay afide all thoughts of revenge, except 
againfi the murderers of her hufband; and as lhe herfelf 
was his near relation, fhe was better entitled than the 
fubjeth of Mary to interpofe her authority on that 
head, and fhe therefore befought that princefs, if fhe had 
any regard to her own honour and fafety, not to oppofe 
fo ju!l: and reafonable a demand: That after thofe two 
points were provided for, her own liberty, and the pu-
1 • • • • • • ' uifhment 
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C H A P. nifhmcnt of her hufband's affaffins, the fafety of her 
XXXIX. . b fid d d h fc d ~___, mfant fon was next to e con 1 ere ; an t ere eeme 

1567. no expedient more proper for that purpofe~ than fending 

him to be educated in England: And tlut, befides the 

fecurity, which would attend his removal from a fcene 

of faction and convulfions, there were maty other bene

ficial confeq uences, which it was eafy to forefee as the 

refult of his edu~arion in that country 1• 

THE remonfi:rances, which Throgmcrton was in

·ftruCl:ed to make to the affociated lords, were entirely ' 

conformable to thefe fentiments, which E izabeth enter

tained in Mary's favour. She empowerd him to tell 

them, that, whatever blame lhe might th1ow on Mary's 

conduCl:, any oppofition to their fovereig1 was totally 

unjufiifiable, and incompatible with all ader and good 
government: That it belonged not to tlrm to reform, 

much lcfs to punifh, the mal-adminifi:ration of their 

prince; and the only arms, which fubje& could in any 
cafe lawfully employ againfr the fupreme a.Ithority, were 

entreati"s, counfcls, and reprefentations: '!hat if thefe ex

pedients failed, they were next to appeal ly their prayers 

to Heaven; and to wait with patience till the Almighty, 

in whofe hands are the hearts of princ~s, :lhould be 

pleaft:d to turn them to juflice and to meiCy. That fhe 
inculcated not this doCl:rine, becaufe fhe lerfelf was in

terefi:ed in its obfervance; but becaufe it vas univerfally 

received in a1l well governed frates, and VIas effential ta 

the p efervation of civil fociety: That :lhe required them 

to refi:ore their queen to liberty; and pnmifed, in that 

cafe, to concur with them in all proper expedients for 

regulating the governm~nt, for punilhing t1e king's mur

derers, and for guarding the life and libertr of the infant 

prince: And that if the Cervices, which llie had lately 

re,c.dered the Scotti£h nation, in protectiJg them from 

l ~eith, p •• pr, 4u, &c, 

forei~~ 
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foreign uflrpation, were duly confidercd by them, they C .H A P. 
_ XXXIX. 

woulcl repcfe conhdence in her good offices, and would \-.--1 

efteem thenfc1vcs blame-worthy, in having hitherto made 1 511 7· 

no applicaton to her m. 

· ELIZAE~TH , befides thefe remonfirances, fent, by 

Throgmoron, fome articles of accommodation, which 

he was to propofe to both parries, as expedients for the 
fettlement of public affairs; and though thefe articles 

contained rome important reihaints on the fovereign 

power, tho/ were in the m~in calculated for Mary's ad

yantage, a1d were fufficiently inclulgent to her • The 

affociated :ords, who determined to proceed with grc~ter 

feverity, V\.-~re apprehenfive of Elizabeth's partiality; .and 
being fcnfnle, th~t .l\1ary v;ould take courage from the 

protetlion :>f that powerful princefs o, they thought pro
per, after ~everal affeCl:ed delays, to refufe the Englifh 

amba!fador all accefs to her. There were four different 

fchem~s pnpofed in Scotland, for the treatment of the 

captive qwen: One, that lhe lhould be reftorcd to her 

authority llnder very ftriCt limitations: The fecond, 

that fhe flould be obliged to refign her crown to the 

prince, bebantfhed the kingdom, and be confined either 
to France or England; with afiurances from the fove .. 

reign, in vhofe dominions fhe fuou1d refide, that fhe 

fuould ma~e no attempts to the difiurbance of the efra
blifhed gO\ernment: The third, that ilie fhould be pub

licly tried for her crimes, of which her enemies pre

tended to tlave undoubted proof, and be fentenced to 

perpetual mprifonment: The fourth was frill more fe
vere, and required, that, after her trial and condemna

tion, capittl punifhment ihould be inflicted upon herP. 
Throgmoton fupported the mildeft propofal; but though 

he promif<d his miftrefs's guarant~e for the performance 

m Keith, J. 414, 41 5• 4~9• 
f lbid, P• fO. 

n Ibid. P• 416, 

of 
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c H A P. of articles, threatened the ruling party with immediate 

~vengeance in cafe of refufal o, and warned them not to 

1567. draw on themfelves, by their violence, the public re
proach, which now lay upon their queen; he found, that, 
excepting fecretary Lidington, he had not the good for

tune to convince any of the leaders. All counfels feemed 
to tend towards the more fevere expedients; and the 
preachers, in particular, drawing their examples from 

the rigorous maxims of the Old Tefl:ament, which can 

only be warranted by particular revelations, inflamed 

the minds of the people againft their unhappy fove

reign r. 

• THERE were fevera1 pretenders to the regency of the 

young prince, after the intended depofition of Mary. 
The earl of Lenox claimed that authority as grandfather 

to the prince: The duke of Chatelrault, who was ab
fent in France, had pretenfions as next heir to the crown: 

But the greateft number of the affociated lords inclined 

to the earl of Murray, in whofe capacity they had en
tire truft, and who poffdfed the confidence of the 
preachers and more zealous reformers. All meafures 

being therefore concerted, three inftruments were fent to 

Mary, by the hands of lord Lindfey and Sir Robert 
Melvil; by one of which ilie was to refign the crown in 
favour of her fon, by another to appoint Murray regent, 

by the third to name a council, which fhould admini

fier the government till his arrival in Scotland. The 
queen of Scots, feeing no profp~Ct of relief, lying jufily 

under apprehenfions for her life, and believing, that no 

deed, which lhe executed during her captivity, could be 

valid, was prevailed on, aft~r a plentiful cffu~on o~ 
tears, to fign thefe three inftruments ; and {he took not 
the trouble of i~fpeCl:ing ~~y one of them'. I~ confe-

q Keith, P• 42.8, r Ibid. p. 42.2. 426. 
Spotfwood, p. 2.n. ~nderfon, vol. iii, p. 1~. 
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ELIZABETH. 

quence of this forced refignation, the young prince was C H A P. 
. XXXIX. 

proclaimed kmg, by the name of J ames VI. He was~ 
foon after crowned at Stirling, and the earl of Morton 15u7. 

h . h . h. h ozgth July. took in his name t e coronatwn-oat ; m w 1c a pro-
mife to extirpate herefy was not forgotten. Some re
publican pretenfions, in favour of the people's power, 
were countenanced in this ceremony t ; and a coin was 
foon after ftruck, on which the famous faying of Tra-
jan was infcribed, Pro me; Ji merear, in me: For me; 
if I deferve it, againft me u. Throgmorton had orders 
from his mifirefs not to affi£1: at the coronation of the 
king of Scots w. 

THE council of regency had not long occafion to ex
ercife their authority. The earl of Murray arrived from 
France, and took poffeffion of his high office. He paid 
a vifit to the captive queen; and fpoke to her in a man
ner whkh better fuited her paft conduct than her prefent 
condition. This harlh treatment quite extinguiilied in her 
breaft any remains of affection towards him x. 11urray 
proceeded afterwards to break, in a more public manner, 
all terms of decency with her. He fummoned a parlia- xsth D«. 
ment; and that affembly, after voting, that ilie was un-
doubtedly an accomplice in her hu!band's murder, con- · 
demned her to imprifonment, ratified her demiffion of 
the crown, and acknowledged her fon for king, and 
Murray for regent r.. The regent, a man of vigour and 
abilities, employed himfelf fuccefsfully in reducing the 
kingdom. He bribed Sir J ames Balfour to furrender the 
cafile of Edinburgh: He confirained the garrifon of. 
Dunbar to open their gates : And he demoliilied that 
fortrefs. 

BuT though every thing thus bore a favourable afpeB: 
to the new government, and all men feemed to acquiefce 

t Keith, p. 439• 440. u Ibid. p. 440. Append, p. JSO• w Ibid. 
P• 430. x Melvil. P• 87. KeithJ p. 4+5• 'I And:rfon, 
nl, ii, P• ~o6, & fc:s. 
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C H A P. in Murray's authority; a violent revolution, however ne .. 
XXXIX. rr rr .n. d · h d' r ~ ceaary, can never be errc~Le Wit out great I•L·ontents; 

1567. and it was not likely, that, in a country., where the 

government, in its mofi: fettled fi:ate, pofitffed a very 

disjointed authority, a new efiablifhmcnt fhould meet 

with no interruption or difiurbance. Few confider<J.ble 

men of the nation feemed willing to fupport Mary, fo 
long as Bothwel was prefent; but the removal of that 

obnoxious nobleman had altered the fcntiments of manY.• 

The duke of Chatelrault, being difappointed of the re

gency, bore no good will to Murray; and the fame fen· 

timents were embraced by all his numerous retainers: 

Several of the nobility, finding that others had taken the 

lead among the affociators, formed a faction apart, and 

oppofed the prevailing power: And bciides their being 

moved by fome remains of duty and afFeCtion towards 

Mary, the malcontent Io:ds, obferving every thing car

ried to extremity againft her, were naturally led to em

brace her caufe, and lhelter themfelves under her autho

rity. All who retained any propenfity to the catholic 

religion, were induced to join this party; and even the 

people in general, though they had formerly either de

tefred Mary's crimes, or blamed her imprudence, were 

now inclined to compaffionate her prefent fituation, and 

lamented, that a pe1 fon, poffefled of fo many ami:tble 

accomplilhments, joined to fuch high dignity, lhould 

be treated with fuch extreme feverity z. Animated by 

all thefe motives, m.-.cy of the principal nobility, now 

adherents to the queen 01 Scots, met at Hamilton, and 

concerted meafures for fupporting the caufe of that prin· 

cefs. 

WHILE thefe humours. were in fermentation, Mary was 

employed in contrivances for effecting her efcape; an4 

~ Buchana.o, lib. xviii. '<• Sl• 
. lht 
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D!e engaged, by her charms and careffes, a young gen .. c ~ A P. 

tleman, George Douglas, brother to the laird of Lochle-. X.::~ I~ 
vin, to affifr her in that enterprize. She even went fo 1568. 

far as to give him hopes of efpoufing her, after her mar-
riage with Bothwel fhould be dif1olved on the plea of 

force; and lhc propofed this expedient to the regent, who 

rejected it. Douglc;s, however, perfever~d in his endea .. 

vours to free her from captivity; anc! having all cppor-
tunities of accels to the houfe, he was at laft fuccefsful 
'in the undertaking. He conveyed her in difguifc into 2d May~ 

a fmall boat, and himfelf rowed her afhore. She hafr-

ened to Hamilton; and the •. ews of her arrival in that 
place being immediately fpread abroad, many of the no-

bility flocked to her with their forces. A bond of affo
ciation for her defence was figned by the earls of Argylc, 
Huntley, Eglington, Crawford, Caffilis, Rothes, Mon .. 
trofe, Sutherland', Errol, nine bifhops, and nine barons, 
befides many of the rr.oft confiJerable gentry a. And 
in a few days an army, to the number of fix thoufand 
men, were affcmblcd under her 1h ndard. 

ELIZABETH was no fooner informed of Mary's efcapc, 
than lhe difcovered her refol uti on of perfcvering in the 

fame generous and fr:cndly mcafures, which fhe had 
hitherto purfucd. If ihe had not employed force again!l: 
the regent, during th::! imprifonment of tha~ princcfs, ihe 

had been chiefly v.rithheld by the fe<1.r of pufhing him to 
greater extremities againfl: herb; but ihe had propofcd to 
the court of France an expedient, which, though le{s 
violent, would have been no !efs eftctlual for her fcrvice: 
She defired that France and England fnould by concert 

cut off all commerce with the Scots, t:JJ they 1hould do 

juilice to their injured fovereign c. She now difpatched 

Leighton into Scotland to offer both her good offices,., 
and the affifrance of her forces, to Mary; but as fhe ap-

2 Keith, P• 475· 
.P• 4-ho 

b Ibid. f· 46j. CJba!a p. l4I• c Keith, 
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c H A P. prehended the entrance of French trooJS into the king .. 
~dam, 1he defired that the co~troverfy htwee~ the queen 

1568. of Scots and her fubjeets might by thlt pnncefs be re· 
ferred entirely to her arbitration, and th:t no foreign fuc
cours iliould be introduced into Scotlanl c1. 

BuT Elizabeth had not leifure to exet fully her efforts 
in favour of Mary. The regent made hafl:e to a!femble 
forces; and notwithfianding that his a·my was inferior 
in number to that of the queen of S1ots, he took the 

a.;tb May. field againfl: her. A battle was foughtat Langfide near 
Glafgow, which was entirely decifive in favour of the 
regent; and though Murray, after hil victory, flopped 
the bloodilied, yet was the action folowed by a total 
difperfion of the queen's party. Thatunhappy princefs 

Mat·y flies fled fouthwards from the field of battle with great preci
into Eng- pjtation, and came, with a few attendaJts, to the borden 
!and.o · 

of England. She here deliberated con=~rning her next 
meafures, which would probably prov: fo important to 
her future happinefs or mifery. She bund it impoffible 
to remain in her own kingdom : She h;d an averfion, in 
her prefent wretched condition, to reurn into France, 
where 1he had formerly appeared with fi much fplendour; 
and 1he was not, ~efides, provided wit! a veffel, which 
could fafely convey her thither : The late generous be· 
_haviour of Elizabeth made her hope f•r protection, and 
even affifiance, from that quarter e ; and as the pre
fent fears from her domefl:ic enemies were the moft ur· 
gent, fhe overlooked all other confidu-ations, and em
braced the refolution of taking f.helter :n England. She 
embarked on board a fifhing-boat in Galoway, and land· 
ed the fame day at Woirkington in wmberland, about 
thirty miles from Carlifle; whence fhc immediately dif
patched a meffenger to London; notiying her arrival, 

d Keith, P• 473• in the notes, Anderfon, vol. h P• 26. 
C•Ucilion, vol, i. p. 4ao. 
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defiring leave tl vilit Elizabeth, and cravihg her pro- cx~x~i.· 
teCl:ion, in confiq ue)lce of former profeffions of friendlhi p, ~ 
made her that princefs. 156'· · 

ELIZA ETH now found herfelf in a fituation, when 
it was become 1eceffary to take fome decifive refolution 
with regard to ler treatment of the queen of Scots; and 
as lhe had hitherto, contrary to the opinion of Cecil, at .. 
tended more to ~he motives of generofity than of policy f; 
1he was engage( by that prudent rr.inifl:er to weigh anew 
~11 the confideralions, which occurred in this critical con
junCture. He eprefented, that the party, which· had de ... 
throned Mary, and had at prefent alfumed the govern
ment of Scotlarrl, was always attached to the Englifh al
liance, and wat engaged, by all the motives of religion 
and of intere:lt, to petfevere in their conneaions ~with 
Elizabeth: Th1t though Murray and his friends might 
complain of fo01e unkind ufage during their b~nifhment. 
in England, trey would eafily forget thefe grounds of 
quarrel, when they refleBed, that Elizabeth was the 
only ally, on wiom they could fafely rely, and that their 
own queen, by her attachment to the catholic faith, and 
by her other connections, excluded them entirely from 
th~ friendlhip c:f France, and even from that of Spain:.. 
That Mary, on the other hand, even before her violent 
breach with her protefl:ant fubjeCl:s, was in fecret entirely 
governed by the counfels of the houfe of Guife; much ... 
more, would fr.e implicitly comply with their viewsf 
when, by her own ill conduct, the power of that family and 
of the zealous catholics was become her fole refource and 
fecurity: That her prcten:fions to the Englifh crown 
would render her a dangerous infl:rument in their hcmds ; 
and, were the once able to fupprcfs the protefiants in her 
own kingdom, lhe would unite the Scottifh and Englilh 
Catholics, with thofe of all foreign f!a.tes, Jll a confede· 

f Cabala, P• 140. 

To,t.. V. K 
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C H A P. ra~·., aaainfi the re1 io·ion and crovern of England: 
XXXlX j b D b . "-----~That it b~hovcd Elizabeth~ therefo to proceed w1th 

J_,63. caution in the dcfi (rn of refrorino- her rival t6 t throne; b b 

and to take care, both that this enterprize, if u ertaken, 
fh~.>Uld be effected by Engl!fh forces alone, and that full 

fecurities fhould bcforehaud be provided for the reformers 

and the reformation in Scotland : That above all, it was 
ncceffary to guard carefully the perfon of that princefs; 
left, finclir.g this uhexpctled rcfcrve in the Eng1ifh friend· 
fhip, ihc fhould fuddenly take the refolution of flying into 
France, and {hould attempt by foreign force to recover 
pofl~ffion of her authority : That her defperate fortunes 

and bro!::cn reputation fitted her for any attempt; and her 

refcntmcnt, wlitn !he lliould find herfelf thus deferted by 

the queen, would coi;~ur v;ith her ambition and her bi

gotry, and ret~dcr her an unrelenting, as well as powerful, 

enemy to the Englifh government: That if £he were 
once aproad, in the hands of cnterprifing catholics, the 

a~taclc on England VJould appear to her as eafy as that on 
Scotiantl ; and the only method , fue mufi imagine, of reco
vering: her native kingdom, would be to acquire that crown, 
to which {he would deem herfclf equally intitled: That 

a neutrality in fuch interefiing fituations, though it might 
be pretended, could never without the mofi extreme 

dar,;cr, be upheld by the q ucen; and the detention of 

Tvlary was e'quaHy requifite, whether the power of Eng
bnd were to be employed in her favour, or againfl: her: 
,.rbat nothing, indeeJ, was more becoming a great prince 
th~n gcncro.ny; yet the fuggefiions of this noble principle 

could never, witl;lout imprudence, be confulted in fuch 

delicate circumfranccs as thofe in which the queen was 

at prefent p1aced; wi.ere her own fafety and the interefts 
of her people were ulmnately concerned in every reiolu
tion which fne embraced: That though the example of 

fucccfsful rebellion, efpecially in a nei;;hbouti_.Qg country, 
4 ql could 
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could no wife be agreeable to any fovcrci6n, yet ~tlary·s c _T-T~ A~!·· 
. J } d b r l l . . XX.tCIA. 1mpru nee 1a· een 10 great, per ups .1cr cnmcs to '--..__.) 

enormous, that the infurrecl:ion of fuhjetls, after fuch 156S. 

provocation, could no longer be regarded as a precedent 
againft other princes: That it was firfl: necdfary for 
Elizabeth to afcertain, in a rC"gular and fatisfacrory man-
ner, the extent of Mary's guiit, and the:1ce to determine 

the degree of protecriou, which ihe ought to aftord her 
againft her difcontentcd fubjccts: ,.. hat as no glory could 

furpafs that of defending opprefled innoc~nce, it was 

equally infamous to patronize vice and murder on the 
throne; and the contagion of fuch dilhonour would ex-

tend itfelf to all who countenanced or fupported it: And 

that, if the crimes of the Scottilh pr1ncefs lhould, on 
enquiry, appear as great and certain as was affirmed 
and believed, every meafure againft her, which policy 

fhould dicrate, would thence be jufl:ified; or if lhe 

fhould be found innocent, every enterprize, which fricnd-

fhip lhould infpire, would be acknowledged laudable and 

~lorious. 

AGREEABLY to thefe views, Elizabeth refolved to pro

ceed in a feemingly generous, but really cautious manner, 

with the queen of Scots; and the immediately fcnt or

ders to lady Scrope, filler to the duke of Norfolk, a lady 

who lived in the neighbourhood, to attend on that prin

cefs. Soon after, lhe difpatched to her lord Scrope him

felf, warden of the marches, and Sir Francis Knolles, 

vice chamberlain. They found I\1ary already lodged in 
the cafilc of Carlifle; and aftpr expreffing the queen's 

fympathy with her in her late misfortunes, they told her, 
that her requeft of being allowed to vifit their fovereign, 
and of being admitted to her prcfence, could not at prc

fcnt be complied with: Till fue had cleared herfelf f her 

hufband's murder, of which lhc was fo il:rongly acc..:ufed, 
Elizabeth could not without d.i!honour !how her any 

IC 2 ~oun-
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c H A P. countenance, or appear indifferent to the affaffination of 

~~ fo near a kinfman g. So unexpeCted a check .threw Mary 
156S. into tears; and the neceffity of her fituatton extorted 

from her a declaration, that £he would willingly jufiify 

herfelf to her fifter from all imputations, and would fub· 

m it her caufe to the arbitration of fo good a friend lr, 

Two days after {he fent lord Herreis to London with 

letter to the fame purpofe. 
THIS conceffion, which Mary could fcarcely avoidf 

without an acknowledgment of guilt, was the point ex
peCted and defired by Elizabeth: She immediately dif

patched Midlemore to the regent of Scotland; requiring 

him both to ddift from the farther profecution of his 

qucen's party, and fend fome perfons to London to jufiify 

his condut\: with regard to her. Murray might jufily be 
fiartled at receivil'1g a meiTage, fo violent and imperious; 

but as his domeftic enemies were numerous and powerful, 
and England was the fole ally, which he could expea 

among foreign nations, he was refolved rather to digeft 

the affront than provoke Elizabeth by a refufal. He alf() 
confidered, that, though that queen had hitherto ap· 
pea red partial to ]Vbry, many political motives evidently 

engaged her to fupport the king's caufe in Scotland; 
and it was not to be doubted but fo penetrating a prin· 

cefs would in the end difcover this interefi, and would at 
leafl: afFord him a patient and equitable hearing. He 
therefore replied, that he would himfelf take a journey 
to England, attended by other commiffioners; and would 
willingly fubmit the determination of his caufe to Eliza• 

bethi. 
LoRD Herreis now perceived, that his mifirefs had 

2d vanced too far in her conceffions : He endeavoured to 
maintain, that Mary could not, without diminution of 

& And.!rlcn; vol. iv. P• 54• 66, 82, 83. 86. lt Ibid. P• JO• 

551 87, 1 Ibid. P• 13-16" 
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·her royal dignity, fubmit to a conteft with. her rebellious C R A P. 
• .n. b f r • • d h . d . h XXXIX. fubjeus e ore a 10Te1gn pnnce; an e requue ett er "--v---1 

prefent aid from England, or liberty for his queen to pafs 1 563. 

over into France. Being prdfed, however, with the for• 

mer agreement before the Englilh council, he again re-

newed his confent; but in a few days he began anew to 
recoil ; and it was with fome difficulty that he was 

brought to acquiefce in the firft determination k. Thefe 
BuCl:uations, which were inceffantly renewed, fhowed his 
vifible reluctance to the meafures purfued by the court of 
England. 

THE queen of Scots difcovered no lefs averfion to the 
trial propofed; and it required all the artifice and pru
dence of Elizabeth to make her perfevere in the agree
ment, to which fhe had at firft confented. This latter 

princefs frill faid to her, that fhe defired not, without 

Mary's confent and approbation, to enter into the quef

tion, and pretended only as a friend to hear her juftifica
tion: That fhe was confident there would be found no 
difficulty in refuting all the calumnies of her enemies; 
and even if her apology fhould fall lhort of full convic
tion, Elizabeth was determined to fupport her caufe, and 

procure her fome reafonab1e terms of accommodation: 
And that it was never meant, that fhe r~ould be cited to 
a trial on the accufation of her rebellious fubjeB:s; but 
on the contrary, that they fhould be fummoned to appear 
and to juftify themfelves for their conduct towards her 1• 

Allured by thefe plaufible profeffions, the queen of Scots 
agreed to vindicate herfelf by her own commiffioners, be

fore commiffioners appointed by Elizabeth. 
DuRING thefe tranfaB:ions, lord Scrope and Sir Fran

cis Knolles, who refided with Mary at Carlifle, had Iei
fure to fl:udy her charatl:er, and to make report of it to 

Elizabeth. V nbroken by her misfortunes, refolu,.te ia 

k A~derfon, p. J6-zo. I Ibid. p. n, 121 13 . 109, rro. 
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c H A P. her purpo!c aB:ive in her cnterprizes, fhe afpired to no-
xxxrx. . ~n. d d · dt d ~,....._.~ thmg but viCwry; an was ctermme o en ure any ex-

1568. tremity, to undergo any difficulty, and to try every for

tune, 1 ather than abandon her caufe, or yield the fuperi-

crity to her enemies. Eloquent, infinuating, affable; fhe 
h:1d already convinced all thofe who approached her, of 

the innoc nee of her paH: conduct; and as {he declared her 

fixed purpofe to require aid of her friends all over Europe, 

and even to have recourft: to infidels and barbarians, ra

ther than fail of vengeance againfi her perfecutors, it was 

cafy to fo~e(ee the danger, to which her charms, her 

fpirit, her adJrefs, if allowed to operate with their full 
forceJ would cxpofc them IT'. • The court of England, 

therefore, who, under pretence of guarding her, had al
ready, in effect, detained her prifoner, were determined 

to watch her with fl:ill greater vigilance. As Carlifle, by 

its fituation on the borders, afrorded her great opportu

niti s of contriving her efcape, they removed her to 

Bol on, a feat of lord Scrape's in Yorkfhire: And the 
iffue of the controverfy between her and the Scottiili na
tion was regarded as a fubjeB: more momentous to Eli

zabeth's fecurity and intcrefis, than it had hitherto been 

a!'prehended. 
'I'rE commiilioners, appointed by the Englifu court 

for the exami~1ation of this great caufe, were the duke of 

Jorfolk, the earl of Suffex, and Sir Ralph Sadler; and 

4
th Oclob. York w:1s namec.l as the place of conference. Lefiey, 

Confercrw: b'fuop of Rofs, the lords Herreis, Lcvingfione, and 
at Y •>rk <!nd }j 1 • l l r . ~-la llfton- oyuc, Wit 1 t 1ree per1ons more, appeared as commtffion-

c urt. crs from the q ue.:n of Scots. The earl of rviurray, re

gent, the earl of l\1orton, the bifhop of Orkney, lord 

LitH•Lfey, and the abbot of Dumfermling were appointed 

commifi1oners from the king and kingdom of Scotland. 

~ecrctary Lidington, Gcorgc Bu~hanan, the famous poet 

• .1 Andetfon, vol. iv. P• 54• 7 I, 71.. 74· 78. 92. 
~nd 
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:md hifiorian, with fome others, were named as their c H A P. XX XI X. 

affifiants. ~ 
IT was a great circumfian:::c in Elizabeth's gl ory, that 1

)68. 

1he was thus chofen umpire betwe(n the faClions of a 

neighbouring kingdom, which had, during ma:.y centu-

ri~s, entertained the moft violent jealoufy and animofity 

againft England; and her felicity was equally rare, in 

having the fortunes and fame of fo dangl.:fous a rival, v;ho 

had long given her the grea eft inquietude, now entirely 

at her difpofal. Some circumftances of her late conduCt 

had difcovered a byafs towards the fide of Mary: Her 

prevailing interefis led her tq_ favour the enemies of that 

princcfs: The profeffions of impartiality, which fhe had 
made, were open and frequent; and {he had fo far fuc

ceeded, that each fide accufed her commiflioncrs of par-
tiality towards their advcrfarics "· She herfelf appears, 

by the infiruCl:ions given them, to have fixed no plan for 

the decifion; but fhe knew, that the advantages, which 

fue ihould reap, mufr be great, whatever ilfuc the caufc 

might take. If Mary's crimes could be afcerta;ned by 
undoubted proof, fhe could for ever blaft the reputation 

of that princefs, and might j ufiifiably detain her for ever 

a prifoner in England : If the evidence fell fhort of 

conviction, it was intended to rcfiore her to the throne, 

but with fuch frriB: limitations, as would leave l.liza-

beth perpetual arbiter of all differences between the par-

ties in Scotland, and render her in effeet ab[olute mifircfs 

of the kingdom o. 

MAR y's commiffioners, before they gave in their com-

plaints againfi: her enemies in cotland, entered a protefi, 

that their appearance in the caufe £hould nowife affeCl: 

the indepcndance of her crown, or be conihued as a mark of 

fubordinat10n to England: The Engli1h commiffioners r~-

n Andcrfon, vol. iv. part 2. P• 40. 

Coodall, vol, ii. P• uo. 
ceived K4 
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c H A P, ceived this proteft, but with a referve to the claim o! 
XXXIX. • f h · r. d '--v--' England. The complawt o t at pnnce1s was next rea , 

1 S~?. and contained a detail of the injuries, which fue had 

fuffered fince her marriage with Bothwel: That her fub

jects had taken arms againfr her, on pretence of fro:eing 

her from captivity; that when lhe put herfelf into their 

hands, they had committed her to clofe cuftody in Loch

levin; had placed her fan, an infant, on her throne; had 

ao-ain taken arms ao-ainfr her after her deliverance from pri.. 
t:> 0 

fon; had rejected all her propofals for accommodation; had 

given battle to her troops; and had obliged her, for the 

fafety of her perfon, to take ilielter in England P. The 

earl of Murray, in anfwer to this complaint, gave a fum

m4ry and imperfect account of the late tranfaB:ions: 

that the earl of Bothwel, the known murderer of the late 

king, had, a little after committing that crime, feized the 

perfon of the queen and led her to Dunbar; that he ac

quired fuch influence over her ~s to gain her confent to 

marry him, and he had accordingly procured a divorce 

from his former wife, and had pretended to celebrate his· 

nuptials with the queen; that the fcandal of this f1anf· 

aCtion,. the dilhonour \Vhich it brought on the nation, 

the danger to which the infant prince was expofed from 

the attempts of that audacious man, had obliged the 

pobility to take arms, a .d oppofe his criminal enter

prizes; that after Mary, in order to fave him, had 

th10w n hcrfclf into their hands, the frill difcovercd fuch a 

violent attachment to him, that they found it neceffary, 

for thci1 own and the public fafety, to confine her perfon, 

during a feaion, till Bothwell and the other murderers of 

per hu!ban<.l could be tried and pnnifhed for their crimes; 

and that during this confinement, lhe had voluntarily, 

witl"lout compulf)on or violence, merely from difgufi: at 

I' Ancler!"on, vol iv, part 2. p. 51, 
r·<tis. 

Gco:la!J2 vol. ii. p. uS, Haynes, 

tht; 
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the inquietude and vexations attending power, refigned c H A P. 

her crown to her only fon, and had appointed the earl of , XX~ IX., 

Murray regent during the minority q. The queen's an- .JSiJJ.. 

fwer to this apology was obvious: That fue did not know 
2nd never could fufpeCl:, that Bothwei, who had been 

acquitted by a jury, and recommended to her by all the 

nobility for her hufband, was the murderer of the king; 
that ilie ever was, and frill continues defirous, that, if he 

be guilty, he may be brought to condign punilhment; 
that her refignation of the crown was extorted from her 

by the well-grounded fears of her life, and even by diretl: 
menaces of violence; and that Throgmorton, the Eng-
lilh ambaffador, as well as others of her friends, had ad-
vifed her to fign that paper, as the only means of faving 

herfelf from the lafl: extremity, and had affured her, that 
a confent, given under thefe circumfiances, could never 
have any validity r. 

So far the queen of Scots feemed plainly to have the 

advantage in the contefi: And the Englilh commiffion
ers might have been furprized, that Murray had made fo 

weak a defence, and had fuppreffed al1 the material im

putations againfi that princefs, on which his party had 

ever fo firenuoufly infified; had not fome private con

ferences previoufly informed them of the fecret. Mary's 
commiffioners had boafied, that Elizabeth, from regard 
to her kinfwoman, and from her defire of maintaining the 
rights of fovereigns, was determined, how criminal fa

ever the conduct of that princefs might appear, to refl:ore 

her to the throne'; and Murray, refle8ing on fome paft 
meafures of the Engli£h court, began to apprehend, that 
there were but too jufi grounds for thefe expeCl:ations. 

fie believed, that Mary, if he would agree to conceal the 

1 Anderfon, vol. iv. part~. p. 64, & feq. Coodall, v~l. ii. P· 144• 
r Anderfon, vol, iv, part 2. p. 6o, & feq. Goodall, vol. ii. p. •1.62. 

' Anderfon, vol. iv. pzrt 1-• P• 45• (:Joodall, vol. ii. p. U7• 

mail: 
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c H A P.- mofl: violent part o( the accufation againfl: her, would 
XXX IX. . · bl f d . b '---.....--' fu bm1t to any reafona e terms o accommo atwn ; ut 

1568. if he once proceeded fo far as to charge her with the 
whole of her guilt, no compofition could afterwards take 
place; and fhould fhe ever be refiorcd, either by the 

power of Elizabeth, or the affiftance of her other fritnds, 
he and his party muft be cxpofed to her fevere and im
placable vengeance t. He refolved, therefore, not to 

venture railily on a meafure, which it would be impoffible 
for him ever to recal ; and he privateiy paid a vifit to 
Norfolk and the other Engliili commiffioners, confeffed 

his fcruplcs, laid before them the evidence of the queen's 
guilt, and defired to. have fomc fecurity for Elizabeth's 
proteCtion, in cafe that evidence fhould, upon examina~ 
tioa, appear entirely fatisfaCl:ory. Norfolk was not fe
cretly difpleafed with thefe fcruples of the reg~nt u. He 
had ever been a partizan of the queen of Scots : Secretary 
Lidington, who began alfo to incline to that party, and 

was a man of fin gular addrefs and capacity, had engaged 
him to embrace farther views in her favour, and even to 
think of efpoufing her : And though that duke confeffed ~~·, 
that the proofs againfi: Mary feemed to him unquefrion

ablc, he encouraged Murray in his prefent refolution not 
to produce them publicly in the conferences before the 

Englifh commiffioners x. 

NoRFOLK, however, was obliged to tranfmit to court 
the queries propofed by the regent. 'T'hefe queries con
fiH:cd of four particulars : \Vhether the Eno·liili corn-

. b 

mifiioners had authority from their fovereign to pronounce 
fent .re againfr Mary, in cafe her guilt fhould be fully 
proved before them ? Whether they would promif~ to ex· 

t Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 47, 48. Gooda;J, vol. ii. p. 159• 

u Crawford, p. 97.· Melvil, p. 94, 95• Hayne~, P• 574• 
..... ~ Anderf~n, vol;iv. part2,, P•77• x Iuid. 57.77. State 

.s. nab, vol. 1, p. 70• 

ercife 
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ercifc that authority, and procceu to an actual fentcnce? c H A P. 

Whether the queen of Scots, if fhe were found guilty,~ 
fhould be delivered into the hands of the regent, or, at 156S. 

leafr, be fo fecured in England, that :lhe never fhould be 

able to difturb the tranquillity of Scotland ? and, vVhe-

ther Elizabeth would alfo, in that cafe, promife to ac

knowledge the young king, and protect the regent in his 

authority Y ? 
ELIZABETH, when thefe queries, with the other tranf

actions, were laid before her, began to think, that they 

pointed towards a conclufion more dccifive and more ad

vantageous than £he had hitherto expected. She deter

mined, therefore, to bring the matter into full light; 

and under pretext that the di:fhnce from her perfon re

tarded the proceedings of her commiflioncrs, £he onJered 

them to come to London, and there continue the con

ferences. On their appearance, lhe immediately joined in 

comrniffion with them fome of the moft confiderable of 
her council; Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord keeper, the earls 

of Arundel and Leicefier, lord Clinton, admiral, and Sir 

William Cecil, fecretary 'L., The queen of Scots, who 

knew nothing of thefe fecret motives, and who expcCl:ed, 

that fear or decency would fi:ill refi:rain Murray from 

proceeding to any violent accufation againfr her, expreffed 

an entire fatisfaB:ion in this adjournment; and declared, 

that the afFair, bei;1g under the immediate infpcCl:ion of 

Elizabeth, was now in the hands where £he mofi dcfired 

to reil: it a. The conferences were accordingly continued 

at Hampton-Court; and l\!Llry's commiffioners, as before, 

made no fcruple to be prefent at them. 

THE queen, meanwhile, gave a fatisfaCI:ory anfwer to 

a1l Murray's demands; and declared, that, though £he 

wifhed and hoped, from t:he prefent enquiry, to be en-

y Anderfon, vol. iv, part-:. p. 55· 
z Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2. P• 99• 

yol, ii, 1?• 177· li9• 

Goodall, vol. ii. p. IjO. 

a lbid, P• 95• Coodall, 

tircly 
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c H A 1. tire1y convinced of Mary's innocence, yet if the event 

~ fhould prove contrary, and if that princefs !hould appear 

J$6&. guilty of her hu!band's murder, !he fuould, for her own 
part, deem her ever after unworthy of a throne b, Th~ 
regent, encouraged by this declaration, opened more fully 
bis charge againfr the queen of Scots; and after expref

:fing his reluCtance to proceed to that extremity, and pro

tefl:ing, that nothing but the neceffity of felf-defence, 

which mu!t not be abandoned for any delicacy, could 

have engaged him in fuch a meafure, he proceeded to 

accufe her in plain terms of participation and canfent in 

the aff'affination of the king c. The earl of Lenox too 

~ppeared before the Englifh commiffl.oners; and implor~ 

ing vengeance for the murder of his fon, acc4fed Mary as 

;m accomplice with Bothwel in that enormity d. 

WHEN this charge was fo unexpectedly given in, and 

copies of it were tranfmitted to the bilhop of Rofs, lord 
Herreis, and the other commiffioners of Mar)?, they ab

folutely refufed to return an anfwer; and they grounded 

their filence on very extraordinary reafons : They had 

orders, they faid, from their mifirefs, if any thing were 

advanced that might touch her honour, not to make any 
defence, as lhe was a fovereign princefs, and could not 

be fubjeB: to any tribunal; and they required, that £he 
fuould previoufly be admitted to Elizabeth's prefence, to 
whom, and to whom alone, !he was determined to juftify 
her innQcence e. 1~hey forgot,_ that the conferences were 

at firft begun, and were frill continued, with no other 

view than to clear her from the accufations of her ene

mies; that Elizabeth had ever pretended to enter into 

them only as her friend, by her own confent and appro-

b Coodall, vol. ii. p 799• c Anderfon, vol. iv. part z, p. JJ)1 

& feq. Gocda!l, vol. ii. P• zo6. d Anderfon, vol. iv. partz. 

F· r2.2., Good.,P~ vol. ii. p. zoS. e Andcrfon, vol,iv. pa1t ~. 

p. us, & fcq. Gcod.tll, vol. ii, p, d4. 2.11. 'J,I]" 



tLIZABETH. 

bation, not as affuming any jurifdiaion over her; thatcH A P. 

h. . r. h d f h b . . r. fc d d . h XXXIX. t ts prmcets a rom t e egmmng retu e to a mtt er ~ 
to her prefence, till fhe fhould vindicate herfelf from the 156&. 

crimes imputed to her; that fhe had therefore difcovered 
no new figns of partiality by her perfeverance in that 
refolution; and that though :lhe had granted an audienc<: 
to the earl of Murray and his collegues; 1he had previ· 
oufly conferred the fame honour on Mary's cotnmiffion-

ers r; and her conduct was fo far entirely equal to botll · 

parties g. 

As the commiffioners of the queen of Scots refufed to 

give in any anfwer to l\1urray's charge, the neccffary 

confequence feemed to be, that there could be no farther 

proceedings in the conference. But though this filence 

might be interpreted as a prefumption againfr her, it did 
not fully anfwer the purpofe of thofe Engli!h minifters, 

who were enemies to that princefs. They fl:ill defired to 

have in their hands the proofs of her guilt; and in order. 

to draw them with decency from the regent, a judicious 
artifict:t was employed by Elizabeth. Murray was called 
before the Englifu commiffioners; and reproved by them, 
in the queen's name, for the atrocious imputations, which 

he had the temerity to throw upon his fovercign: But 

though the earl of Murray, they added, and the other 

commiffioners, had fo far forgotten the duty of allegiance 

to their prince, the queen never would overlook what lhe 

owed to her friend, her neighbour, and her kinfwoman; 

and !he therefore defired to know what they could fay in 

their own jufiification h. Murray, thus urged, mad~ no 

fliffic.ulty in producmg the proofs of his charge againft 

the queen of Scots; and among the reft, fome love-letters 
and fonnets of her's to Bothwel, written all in her own 

f Lelley's Negociations in Anderfon, \'ol. i.ii. P• :r.5. Hayneg, P• 487. 

: See note [K] at the end of the volume. h Anderfon1 vol. i~. 
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C H A P. hand, and two other p::~pcrs, one written in her own 
~~hand, another fubfcribed by her, and written by the earl 

1,568. of Huntley; each of which contained a promife of mar
riage with Bothwel, made before the pretended trial and 

acquittal of that nobleman. 
ALL thcfe important papers had been kept by Bothwel 

in a filver box or car!{et, which had been given him by 
J\1ary, and which had belonged to her fidl: hufband, 

Francis ; and though the princefs had enjoined him to 
burn the letters as foon as he had read them, be had 

thought proper carcfull y to prefe~ve them, . as pleJges of 
her fidelity, and had committed them to the cufi:ody of 

Sir James Balfour, deputy-governor of the cafile of Edin

burgh. \Vhen that fortrefs was befieged by the affo
ciated lords, Bothwel fent a fervant to receive the ca!ket 
from the hands of the deputy·governor. Balfour deli

vered it to the meffenger; but as he had at that time re

ceived fome difgufi: from Bothwel, and was fecretly ne

gociating an agreement with the ruling party, he took 

care, by conveying private intelligence to the earl of 
Morton, to make the papers be intercepted by him. 

They contained inconteftib-e proofs of l\t1ary's criminal 

correfpondence with Bothwel, of her confent to the king's 

murder, and of her concurrence in the violence, which 

Bothwel pretended to commit upon her i. Murray for

tified this evidence by fome tefiimonies of correfpondent 
faB:s k; and he added, fome time after, the dying con

fcffion of one Hubert, or French Paris, as he was called, 

a fcrvant of Bothwel's, who had been executed for the 

king's murder, and who directly charged the queen with 

her being acceffiuy to that criminal enterprize 1. 

i Anderfon, vol. ii. p. IIS· Goodall, vol. ii. p. t. 

k Anderfon, vol. ii, part 2., -p. 165, &c. Goodall, vol. ii, p. :Z43• 

1 Anderfon, vol. ii... p. 191.• Goodall, v 1. ii, P• 76. 
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:J\t1 AR y's commiffioners had ufed every expedient to C H A P .. 

ward this blow, which they faw coming upon them, and~ 
againfl: which, it appears, they were not provided with 1568. 

any proper defence. As foon as Murray opened his charge, 

they endeavoured to turn the conferences from an enquiry 

into a .negociation; and though informed by the Englifu 

commiffioners, that nothing could be more dilhonourable 

for their miil:refs, than to enter into a treaty with fuch 

undutiful fubjeB:s, before £he had juil:ified herfelf from 

thofe enormous imputations, which had been thrown upon 
her, they frill infiil:ed, that Elizabeth fhould f~ttle terms 

of accommodation between Mary and her enemies in Scot-

land '~'. They maintained, that, till their miil:refs had 

given in her anfwer to Murray's charge, his proofs could 

neither be called for nor produced n: And finding, that 

the Engliih commiffioners were frill determined to proceed 

in the method which had been projeCted, they finally 
bro~c ofF the conferences, and never would make any 

rcp1 y. Thefe papers, at leafr tranilations of them, have 

fince been publifhed. The objeCtions, made to their . 

authenticity, are in general of fmall force: But were they 

ever fo fpecious, they cannot now be hearkened to ; fince 

Mary, at the time when the truth could have been fully 

.cleared, did, in effeCt:, ratify the evidence againft her, 

by recoiling from the enquiry at the very critical moment, 

and refufing to give an anfwcr to the accufation of her 

enemies 0
• 

BuT Elizabeth, though the had fecn enough for her 

own fatisfaB:ion, was determined, that the mofi: eminent 
pcrfons of her court thould alfo be acquainted with thefe 

tranfatl:ions, and thould be convinced of the equity of 
her proceedings. She ordered her privy-council to be 
affemblcd; and that the might render the matter more 

m Anderf011, vol. ii. part z. P• I'H• 139• Goodall, vol. ii. p. 24. 
n Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. P• 139· 145• Gooda!l1 vol, ii. p. uS. 

u See note [ L J at the: end of the: volume. 
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c H A ?. fo1emn and authentit, lhe futrimoned alot1g with them th 
XXXIX. earls of Northumberland, Wefrmoreland, Shrewibury, 

~ W orcefier, Huntingdon, and W arwic. All the proceed .. 
ings of the Engliih commiffioners were read to them: The 

evidences produced by Murray were perufed : A great 
number of letters, written by Mary to Elizabeth, WeK 

laid before them, and the hand-writing compared with 

that of the letters delivered in by the regent: The refufal 
of the queen of Scots' commiffioners to make any reply, 

was related: And on the whole, Elizabeth told them; 
that, as fhe had, from the firfr, thought it improper, that 

Mary, after fuch horrid crimes were imputed to her; 
ihould be admitted to her prefence, before fue had, in 
fome meafure, jufiified herfelf from the charge; fo now, 

when her guilt was confirmed by fo many evidences; and 
all anfwer refufed, fhe mufr, for her part, perfevere more 

fieadily in that refolution P. Elizabeth next called in 
the queen of Scots' commiffioners, and after obferving1 

that lhe deemed it much more decent for their miflrefs 

to continue the conferences, than to require the liberty 

of jufl:ifying herfelf in perfon, fhc told them, that Mary 

might either fend her reply by a perfon whom lhe trufted, 
or deliver it herfelf to fome Engliili nobleman, whom 

Elizabeth lhould appoint to wait upon her: But as to 

her refolution of making no reply at all, lhe mufi: regard 

it as the firongefi confeffion of guilt; nor could they ever 

be deemed her friends, who advifed her to that method of 

proceeding et. Thefe topics the enforced frill more 
ftrongly in a letter, which the wrote to Mary herfelfr. 

THE queen of Scots had no othet fubterfuge from thefe 
preffing remonfi:ranccs than fiill to demand a perfonal in· 

tervie N with Eliz.abeth: A conceffion, which, llie was 

P Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2.. p. IiO, &c. Goodlll, vo!. ii. p. ZS4• 

'l Anderfon, vol. iv. part:&. p. 179, &c. Good.~ll, vol. ii. P• 2 6S. 
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fenfible~ would never be granted s ; becaufe Elizabeth C H A P. 
XXXIX, 

knew, that this expedient could decide nothing; becaufe ~ 
it brought matters to extremity, which that princefs de- 1568, 

fired to avoid ; and ~ecaufe it had been refufed from the 
beginning, even before the commencem~nt of the con-

ferences. In order to keep herfdf better in countenance, 
Mary thought of another device. Though the conferences 
were broken off, !he ordered her commifiioners to accufe 
the earl of Murray and his affociates as the murderers of 
the king t: But this accufation coming fo late, being 
extorted merely by a complaint of l\1urray's, and being 

unfupported by any proof, could only be regarded aS art 
angry recrimination upon her enemytl. She alfo defired 

to have copies of the papers given in by the regent; but 
as lhe fiill perfifted in her rc!olution to make no rrp ly 
before the Englifh commiffioners, this demand w<~ s finally 
refufed her w, 

As Mary had thus put an end to the conferences, the 
regent expreffed great impatience to return into Scotland; 
and he complained, that his enemies had taken advantage 
of his abfence, and had thrown the whole government 
into confufion, Elizabeth, therefore, difmi!fed him; and . 
granted him a loan of five thoufand pounds, to bear the 
charges of his journey x. During the conferen(.cs at 

York, the duke of Chatelrault arrived at London, in 
paffing from France; and as the queen knew, that he 
was engaged in Mary's party, and had very plaufible pre
tenfions' to the regency of the king of Scots, fhe thought 
proper to getain him till after Murray's departure. But 
notwithfiand ing thefe marks of favour, and fome other 
affiftance which lhe fecretly gave this latter nobleman r, 

s Cabala, p. r 57• t Goodall, vo1. ii, p. zSo. 
u See note [M J at the end of the vo !ume. w Good a I, vol. :i. 
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c H A P. lhe fiill declined acknowledgino- the young king, or treat· 
XXXIX b '--'-~ ing with Murray as regent of Scotland. 

!563. ORDERS were given for removing the queen of Scots 
from Bo1ton, a place furrounded with catholics, to Tut· 
bury in the county of Stafford; where {he was put under 
the cufiody of the earl of Shrewfbury. Elizabeth enter

tained hopes, that this princefs, difcouraged by her mif

fortunes, and confounded by the late tranfaClions, would 

be glad to fecure a fafe retreat from all the tempefis with 

which !he had been agitated; and lhe promifed to bury 
every thing in oblivion, provided Mary would agree, ei

ther voluntarily to refign her crown, or to affociate her 
fon with her in the government; and the adminifiration 

to remain, during his minority, in the hands of the earl 

of Murray z. But that high-fpirited princefs refufed all 

treaty upon fuch terms, and declared that her lafi words 

{hould be thofe of a queen of Scotland. Befides many 

other reafons, lhe faid, which fixed her in that refolu· 

tion, rae knew, that, if, in the prefent emergence, ihe 
made fuch conceffions, her fubmiffion would be univer· 

fally deemed an acknowledgment of guilt, and would ra· 

tify all the calumnies of her enemies a. 

MAR Y frill infifred upon this alternative; either that 

Elizabeth fhould affifr her in reeovering her authority, or 

ihould give her liberty to retire into France, and make 

trial of the friendlhip of other princes; And as ihe af· 

ferted, that {he had come voluntarily into England, in· 

vited by many former profeffions of amity, fhe thought, 

that one or other of thefe requefis could not, without the 

mofr extreme injufiice, be refufed her. But Elizabeth, 

fenfible of the danger, which attended both thefe propo· 

fals, was fecretly refolved to detain her frill a captive; 

and as her retreat into England had been little voluntary, 

her claim upon the queen's generofity appeared much lefs 

urgent than fhe was willing to pretend. Nece:ffity, it 
z Goodall1 vol, ii, 1'· ~~S· "- Ibid. P• 3~1· was 
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was thought, would to the prudent i u!tify her detention: c HA P. 

H 11. ·r. d n. Id I .. £' • XXXIX. 
er pau m11C0n Ul-L wou apo ogrze 10r It to the equi-~ 

table: And though it was forefeen, that compafiion for 1563. 

Mary's fituation, joined to her intrigues and infinuating 

behaviour, would, while ihe remained in England, excite 

the zeal of her friends, efpeciall y of the cathol ics ; thefe 

inconveniencies were deemed much inferior to thofe which 

attended any other expedient. Elizabeth trufied alfo to 

her own addrefs, for eluding all thofe difficulties: She 

purpofed to avoid breaking abfolutely vvith the queen of 

Scots, to keep her always in hopes of an accommoda-

tion, to negotiate perpetually with her, and frill to throw 

the blame of not coming to any conclufion, either on 

unforefeen accidents, or on the obftinacy and perverfenefs 

of others. 

WE come now to mention fome Engliih affairs, which 

we left behind us, that we might not interrupt our nar

rative of the events in Scotland, which form fo material 

a part of the prefent reign. The term, fixed by the 

treaty of Cateau-Cambrefis for the refiitution of Calais, 

expired in 1 )t 7; and Elizabeth, after making her de

mand at the gates of that city, fent Sir Thomas Smith to 

Paris; and that minifier, in conjunCtion with Sir Henry 

N orris, her refident ambaffador, enforced her pretenfions. 

Conferences were held on that head, \Vithout coming to 

any conclufion, fatisfaetory to the Engliih. The chan

cellor, De L'Hofpital, told the Englilh ambaffadors, that, 

though Frar.ce by an article of the treaty was obliged to 

refiore Calais on the expiration of eight years, there was 

another article of the fame treaty, which now deprived 

Elizabeth of any right, that could accrue to her by that 

engagement: That it was agreed, if the Englilh ihould, 

during the interval, commit hofiilities upon France, they 
fhould infiantly forfeit all claim to Calais; and the taking 

poffeffion of Havre and Dieppe, with whatever pre-
L 2 tences 
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c H A P tenccs that meafurc might be covered, was a plain vio· 
XXXIX. . f h b 1 . Th t tb h ~.r--l latwn o t e peace etween t 1e nat1ons : a. .oug. 

is6S. thcfe places 'vVCrc not entered by force, but put mto Eltw 
zabeth 's hands by the governors, thefe governors were 

rebels; and a corrcfpo ndence with fuch traitors was the 

mofl: flagrant injury, that could be committed on any fow 

vercign: That in the treaty, which cnfued upon the 

expuHion of the Engliili from Normandy, the French 

tninifl:ers had ab{olutely refufed to make any mention of 
Calais, and had thereoy declared their intention to take 

ad vantage of the title, which had accrued to the crown 

of France: And that though a general claufe had been 

inferted, implying a refervation of all claims; this con

ceffion could not avail the Englifh, who at that time 

poffdfed no jufi: claim to Calais, and had previoufiy for

feited all right to that fortrefs b. The queen was no wife 

furprized at hearing thcfe allegations; and as fhe knew, 
that the French court intended not from the fidl: to make 

rcfiitution, much lefs after they could jufl:ify their re

fufal by fuch plaufible rcafons, ihe thought it better for 

the prefent to acquiefce in the lofs, than to purfue a 

dcubtful title by a war both dangerous and cxpen!ive, as 

well as unfeafonable c. 

ELizABETH entered anew into negoriations for efpou

fmg the archduke Charles; and fhe feems, at this time, 

to have had no great motive of policy, which mit;ht in

duce her to make this fallacious offer: But as fhe was 

very rigorous in the terms in!ifted on, and would not 

agree, that the archduke, if he cfpoufed her, {hould en· 

joy any power or title in England, and even refufed him 

the exercifc of his religion, the treaty came to nothing; 

and that prince, defpairing of fuccefs in his addreffes, 

married the daughter of Albe.rt, duke of Bavaria d. 

c: Camden, p. 4c6, 
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CH A P. XL; 

Charafler of the puritaJts--Duke of No!folk's con

Jpiracy--Infurreflion in the north--AJ!a.J]ina .. 

tion of the earl of Jdurray--A parliament

Ci·vil wars of France--A.Ifairs of tbe Lo~v Coun

tries--New con/piracy of the duke of .LVcrfo!k 

--'rrial oflVorfolk--I!is execution -ScotdJ 

affairs--French affairs--M(if!aa·e of Pm-is 

-French affairs--Ci-uil wars of t/;e Lcc:_v 

Countries--A perliament. 

F all the European churches, which iliook ofF the 
CH A P. 

yoke of papal authurity, no one proceeded with fo XL. 

much rcafon and moder<!tion as the church of England; ~.._.--...G----.J 
15 8. 

an advantage, wilich had .been derived partly from theChlr..t~:er of 

interpofition of the civil mag1ftrate in this innovation, the pt.:ntau:;, 

partly from the gradu:1l and flow ficps, by vvhich the re

formation was conduCtcJ in that kingdom. Rage and 

animofity againft the C!tholic religion was as little indulg-

ed as could be fuppofed in fuch arcvolution: The f:otbric 

of the fecular hierarchy was maintained entire ; rrhe 
ancient liturgy vvas prcfcrved, fo far as was thought 

confifient with the nevv- principles: M~.my ceremonies, 

pccome venerable from age and preceding u!~1 \VCre 

retained : 'T'he fpJendor of the Romifh worfhip, thoug!1 

removed, had at lea!t o·i\·en place to order and decency; 

1.'he cifiinCl:ive habits of the clergy, accordinb to their 

~iffcrent ranks, were continued: No innovation was ad,. 
¥U!ttcd tperely from fpite and oppofition ~o former ufag;e: 

- L 3 .Ami 
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c H A P. And the new religion, by mitigating the genius of the 

· XL. ancient fuperftition and rendering it more compatible 
~--.J ' • 

J.s63. with the peace and interefts of fociety, had preferved ttfelf 

in that happy medium, which wife men have always 

fought, and which the people have fo feldom been able to 

maintain. 
BuT though fuch in general was the fpirit of the re-

formation in that country, many of the Engli!h reform

ers, being men of more warm complexions and more 

obfi:inate tempers, endeavoured to puili matters to extre

mities againft the church of Rome, and indulged them

felvcs in the moft violent contrariety and antipathy to all 

former praCtices. Among thefe, Hooper, who after

wards fuffercd for his religion with fuch extraordinary 

confi:ancy, was chiefly difi:ingui!hed. This man was ap
pointed, during the reign of Edward, to the fee of Glo

ccfl:er, and made no fcruple of accepting the epifcopal 

office ; but he refufed to be confecrated in the epifcopal 

habit, the cymarre and rochette, which had formerly, he 

faid, been abufcd to fuperftition, and which were thereby 

rendered unbecoming a true chrifrian. Cranmer and 

Ridley were furprized at this objection, which oppofed 

the received praB:ice, and even the eftabli!hed laws; and 

though young Edward, defirous of promoting a man fo 
celebrated for his eloquence, his zeal and his morals, 

enjoined them to difpenfe with this ceremony, they were 

frill determined to retain it. Hooper then embraced the 

refolution, rather to refufe the bifuopric than cloath him· 

felf in thofe hated garments ; but it was deemed requi

fite, that, for the fake of the example, he fhould not 

efcape fo eafil y. He was firft confined to Cranmer's 

hou!e, then thrown into prifon, till he fhould confent to 

be a biihop on the terms propofed : He was plied with. 

conferences, and reprimands, and arguments: Bucer and 

Peter Martyr, and the mofr celebrated foreign reformers 
were 
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were confulted on this important quefiion : And a corn- c H A P. 

promife, with great difficulty, was at laH made, that~ 
Hooper fuould not be obliged to wear commonly the ob- 1568. 

noxious robes, but fhould agree to be confecrated in them, 

and to ufe them during cathedral fervice ~ : A condefcen-

fion .not a little extraordinary in a man of fo inflexible a 

fpirit as this reformer. 
THE fame objeetion, which h:1d arifen with regard to 

the epifcopal habit, had been moved againfi the rayment 

of the inferior clergy; and the furplice in particular, 

with the tippet and corner cap, was a great object of 

abhorrence to many of the popular zealots r. In vain 

was it urged, that particular habits, as well as po!lures 

and ceremonies, having been confrantly ufed by the clergy, 

and employed in religious fervice, acquire a veneration in 

the eyes of the people, appear facred in their apprehen

fions, excite their devotion, and contract a kind of myf

terious virtue, which attaches the affections of men to the 

national and efiablifued v. orfhip: That in order to pro
duce this effeB: an uniformity in thefe particulars is reql_li

fite, and even a perfever~nce, as br as poffiblc, in the 
former praB:ice: And that the nation woulJ be happy, if, 
by retaining thefe inofrenfive obfervances, the rerormers 

could engage the people to renounce willingly \Vh::!t was 

abfurd or pernicious in the ancient fuperfrition. Thefc 

arguments, which had influence with wife men, \vcre the 

very rcafons, which enga2;cd the violent protefiants to 

reject the habits. They pu!hcd matters to a total oppo

fition with the church of 1 ome: Every compliai1Ce, t.hey 

faid, was a fymbolizing with Antichrifi: ~ . And this 

fpirit was ea: ried fo far by fotTIC r ·formers) that, in a na

tional remonfi:rance, made afterwa:ds by t e chu1 eh of 

Scotland againfr thcfc habits, it was afk d ~ "' \!V hat h:1s 

e Burnet, vel. ii. p. I 52. Heylin, • 90. f S:rype, vol. i~ 

l'· <1.~6. g !bid, p. 416. 

~ H Chrift 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G LA N D. 

c H A P.:" Chrifi: Jefus to do with Belial? What has darknefs 
Xl '---.~" to do with light? If furplices, corner caps, and tip-

1568. " pet:, have been badges of idolaters in the very aa of 

" their idolatry ; why fhould the preacher of Chrifiian 

" liberty, and the open rebuker of all fuperHition par

" take v.rith the dregs of the Romilh beaft? Yea, who 

" is there that ought not rather to be afraid of taking 

" in his hand or on his forehead the print and mark of 

" that oJious beaft f ?" But this application was rejected 

by the Engliili church. 
THERE was only one infrance, in which the fpirit of 

contradiB:ion to the Romanifts took place univerfally in 

England : ~rhe alt3.r was removed from the wall, was 

placed in the middle of the church, and was thenceforth 

denominated the communion-table. The reafon, why 

this innov ation met with fuch gen~ral reception, was, 

that the nobility and gentry got thereby a pretence for 

making fpoil of the plate, veftures, and rich ornaments 

which belonged to the altars g. 

rfHESE difputes, which had been frarted during the 

reign of Edward, ~ere carried abroad by the protefl:ants, 

who fled from the perfecutions of Mary ; and as the zeal 

of thefe men had received an encreafe from the furious 

cruelty of their enemies, they were generally inclined to 

carry their oppofition to the utmofi: extremity againft the 

praCl:iccs of the church of Rome. Their communica

tion with Cal vin and the other reformers, who followed 

the difcip1ine and wor{hip of Geneva, confirmed them 

in this obfi:inate reluCtance; and though forne of the 

refuge::s, p~rticularly thofe who were efbbli{hed at 

Frankfort, fiill adhered to king Edward's liturgy, the 

prevailing fpirit carried thefc confeffors to fcek a {till far

ther reformation. On the acceffion of Elizabeth, they 

f Keith, p. 565, Knox, p. 4c:z. g Heylin1 preface, P• 3• Hill-, 
p. xc6. 

returned 
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returned to their native country ; and being regarded c H A P, 
. h 1 . f h . XL. w1t genera veneratiOn, on account o t etr zeal and~ 

pafr fuffcrings, they ventured to infifr on the eff:abliih- J.s63. 

rnent of their projeB:t'd model ; nor diJ they want coun-

tenance from many confiderable perfons in the queen's 

council. But the princefs herfelf, fo far from being wil-

ling to de(poil religion of the few ornaments and cere-

monies 'which remained in it, was rather inclined to 

bring the publick wor!hip frill nearer to the Romiih 

ritual h; and fhe thought that the reformation had al-

ready gone too far in fhaking off thofe forms and obfer-

vancc~, which, without difiratl:ing men of more refined 

apprchenfions, tend, in a very innocent manner, to allure, 

and amufc, and engage the vulgar. She took care to have 

a law for uniformity ftritl:ly enacted: She was empowered 

by the par1iament to add any new ceremonies, which lhe 

thought proper: And tho~1gh !he was fparing in the ex-

ercifc of this prerogative, ilie continued rigid in exacring 

an obfervance of the eff:ablilhed laws, and in punifhing 

all nonconformity. The zealots, therefore, who har-

boured a fecret antipathy to the epifcopal order and to the 

whole liturgy, were obliged, in a great meafure, to con-

ceal thefe fentiments, which would have been regarded 

as highly audacious and criminal; and they confined 

h 'fVbtn No<zvel, one of her chaplains, had Jpoktn !ifs revuer.t!y in a Jermon, 

preached bifore her, of the jig1z of the crofs, fht called aloud to him from [,er 

chfet window, commanding him to retire from that ungodly digrcj;.on anJ to return 

unto his text. And en tLe othtr J.!e, wtm one of her divias had preached a 

fe' mon in defence of the realj-refence, Jht openly gave him thank.< for hrs pains and 

pie·y. Heylin, p. 11.4. She would have abfolutely forbidJen the marriage 

of the clergy, if Cecil had not interpofcd. Strype's Life of Parker, p. 107, 
~c8, Jog. She was an enemy to fermons; and ufua!ly faid, that fhe thought 

two or three preachers were fufficient for a whole county. It was probably 

for thefe reafons that one Doring told her to her face from the pulpit, 

~hat {he was like an untamed heifer, that would not be ruled. by God's 

people, pu~ o~£hut\ed his dif~ipline. See Life ot Hooker, prefixecl to his 

works, 
their 
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c H A P. their avowed objeCtions to the furplice, the confirmation 

~of children, the fign of the crofs in baptifm, the ring in 

1568. marriage, kneeling at the facrament, and bowing at the 

name of Jefus. So fruitlefs is it for fovereigns to watch 

with a rigid care over orthodoxy, and to employ the 

fword in religious controverfy, that the work, perpetu

ally renewed, is perpetually to begin; and a garb, a 

gdture, nay, .a metaphyfical or· grammatical difiinction, 

when rendered important by the difputes of theologians 

and the zeal of the mag\fi:rate, is fufficient to defi:roy the 

unity of the church, and even the peace of fociety. 

Thefe controvedics had already excited fuch ferment 

among the people, that in fome piaces they refufed to fre

quent the eh urches, where the habii:s and ceremonies 

were u(cd; would not fa lute the conforming clergy; and 

proceeded fo far as to revile them in the fireets, to fpit 

in their faces, and to ufe them with all manner of con

tumely i. And while the fovereign authority checked 

thefc exceifes, the flame was confined, not extinguiihed; 

and burning; fiercer from confinement, it burfi out in the 

fucceeding reigns to the defiruCl:ion of the church and 

monarchy. 
ALL enthufiafis, ind 1ging themfelves in rapturous 

flights, extafic vifions, infpirations, have a natural aver

:fion to epifcopa · authority, to ceremonies, rites, and 

forms, which they denominate fuperfiition, or beggarly 

elements, and which fcem to refirain the liberal efFufions 

of t~1eir zeal and cl . otion : But there was another fet of 

op1r.10ns ado;)tcd by theH .. i novators, which rendered 
them in a peculiar manner L l~ obj a of Elizabeth's 

avcrfion. The fame bold and daring fpirit, which ac

companied th~m in their addreffes to the divinity, ap

peareJ in their political fpeculations; and the principlea 

~f civil liberty, which, during fome reigns, ha4 bcc1 

~ Strype's Life of Whitgift, p. 460, 
little 
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little avowed in the nation, and which were totally in- ( H A P. 
XL. 

compatible with the prefent exorbitant prcrog:1tive, had~ 
been frrongly adopted by this new fetl:. Scarcely any 1 568. 

fovereign before Elizabeth, and none after her, carried 

higher, both in [peculation and praCtice, the authority of 

the crown; and the puritans ( fo thefe feclaries were call-

ed, on account of their pretending to a fuperior purity 

of worfhip and difcipline) could not recommend them-

felves worfe to her favour, than by inculcating the doc-
trine of re!ifring or refrraining princes. From all thefe 

motives, the queen negleCted no opportunity of depreffing 

thofe zealous innovators; and while they were fecretly 

countenanced by fome of her mofr favoured minifrers, 

Cecil, Leicefi:er, Knolles, Bedford, Walfingham, fhe 

never was, to the end of her life, reconciled to their 

principles and practices. 
WE have thought proper to infert in this place an ac

count of the rife and the genius of the puritans; bccaufe 

Camden marks the prefent year, as the periou when they 

began to make themfelves confiderable in England. We 

now return to our narration. 

THE duke of Norfolk was the only peer, that enjoyed 1569. 

h h. 1 11 • ] f b'l' d h (' Duke of t e 1g 1en: tlt e o no 1 1ty; an as t ere were at pre en1 Norfolk's 
no princes of the blood, the fplendor of his family, theconfpiracy. 

opulence of his fortune, and the extent of his influence: 

had rendered him without comparifon the firfr fubjctl: ir 

England. The qualities of his mind correfpondcd to hi: 

high ftation: Beneficent, affable, generous, he had ac· 

q uired the affeCtions of the people; prudent, moderate, 

obfeq uious, he poffeffed, without giving her any jcaloufy, 

the good graces of his fovereign. His grandfather anl 

father had long been regarded as the leaders of the ca· 
tholics; and this hereditary attachment, joined to th! 

alliance of blood, had procured him the fricndfhip of tre 
mo~ 
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c H A P. moft confiderable men of that partv: But as he had been 
XL -

~educated among the reformers, was fincercly devoted to 

1569. their principles, and maintained that fl:riCl: decorum and 

regularity of life, by which the protdhnts were at that 

time difringuifhed; he thereby enjoyed the rare felicity of 

being popular even with the mofl: oppofite factions. The 
height of his profperity alone was the fource of his mif

fortunes, and engaged him in attempts, from which his 

virtue and prudence would naturally have for ever kept 

him at a di1b.nce. 

N L RFOLK was at this time a widovver; and be

ing of a fuitable age, his marriage with the queen of 

Scots had appt:ued fo natural, that it had occurred to 

feveral of his friends and thofe of that princefs: But the 

firfr perfon, who, after fecretary Lidington, opened the 

fcheme to the duke is faid to have be-en the earl of 11ur

ra\', before his departure for Scotland k. That noble

man fet before Norfolk both the advantage of compofing 

the diifentions in Scotland by an alliance, which would 

be fo generally acceptable, and the profpeet of reaping 

the fucceffion of England; and, in order to bind Nor

folk's intere:fl: the fafier with Mary's, he propofed, that 

the duke's daughter fhould alfo cfpoufe the young king of 

Scotland. The previoufly obtaining of Elizabeth's con

fent, was regarded, both by Murray and Norfolk, as a 

circ~mfi:ance- effential to the fuccefs of their proj~et; 
and all terms being adjufi:ed between them, 1\llurray 
took care, by means of Sir Robert Mel vil, to have the 

defign communicated to the queen of Scots.' 1-.his prin

cefs replied, that the ve~ations, which fhe had met with 

in her t\7.(0 la!t marriages, had made her more inclined 

to lead a fingle life; but :lhe was determined to facrifice 

her own inclinations to the public welfare: And there

fore~ as foon as £he fhould be legally divorced from 

X: Ltf1cy, p. 361 37• 
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Bothwcl, ihe would be determined by the oninion ofC H A P. 

her nobility and people in the choice of ano~her huf-~~ 
, band 1• •ss9. 

IT is probable, that Murray was not fin cere in this pro

pofal. He had two motives to engage him to diffimulation. 

He knew the danger, which he muft run in his return 

through the north of England, from the power of the 
earls of Northumberland and Wefimoreland, Mary's par

tizans in that country; and he dreaded an infurreCl:ion in 

Scotland from the duke of Cha~elrault, and the earls of 
Argyle and Huntley, whom {he had appointed her lieu

tenants during her ab[ence. By thefe feigned appear

ances of friendihip, he both engaged Norfolk to write in 
his favour to the northern noblemen m; and he perfuaded 

the queen of Scots to give her lieutenants permifiion, and 

even advice, to conclude a ccffation of hofrilities with 

the regent's party n. 

THE duke of N orfo1k, though he had agreed, that 
Elizabeth's confent fhould be previoufl y obtained, before 

the completion of his marriage, had reafon to :1pprehend, 

that he never fuould prevail with her voluntarily to make 

that conceffion. He knew her perpetual and unrelenting 

jealoufy againft her heir and rival; he was acquainted 

with her former reluCtance to all propofals of marriage 

with the queen of Scots; he forefaw, that this princefs's 

efpoufing a perfon of his power and character and inte

reft, would give the greatcft umbrage; and as it would 
then become neceffary to reinfiate her in poffeffion of her 

throne on fame tolerable terms, and even to endeavour the 

rc-efiablifhing of her character, he dreaded, left Eliza- · 

beth, whofe politics had now taken a different turn, 

would never agree to fuch indulgent ::-.nd generous couai

tions. He therefore attempted previoufl y to gain the 

confent and approbation of feveral of the moft confider-

l Ldlcy, p. 40. ,p, m State Trials, p. 76. 78. n Lcl1cy, p. 41. 

able 
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C H A P. able nobility; and he was fuccefsful with the earls of 

~Pembroke, Arundel, Derby, Bedford, Shrewibury, South-

1569. ampton, Northumberland, Wefl:moreland, Suffex 0
• Lord 

Lumley and Sir Nicholas Throgmorton cordially em

braced the propofal: Even the earl of Leicefier, Eliza

beth's declared favourite, who had formerly entertai.qed 

fome views of efpoufing Mary, willingly refigned all his 

pretenfions, and feemed to enter zealoufly into Norfolk's 

interefis P. There were other motives, befides affeCtion 

to the duke, which produced this general combination of 

the nobility. 
S1R William Cecil, fecretary of :fl:ate, was the moft 

vigilant, aCtive, and prudent minifier ever known in Eng· 

land; and as he was governed by no views but the inte

re:fl:s of his fovereign, which he had inflexibly purfued, 

his authority over her became every day more predomi

nant. Ever cool himfelf, and uninRuenced by prejudice 

or affeCtion, he checked thofe fallies of paffion, and fame
times of caprice, to which £he was fubjeB:; and if he failed 

of perfuading her in the firfr movement, his perfeverance, 

~nd remonfrrances, and arguments were fure at laft to 

recommend themfelves to her found difcernment. The 

more credit he gained with his mifirefs, the more was he 

expofed to the envy of her other counfellors; and as he 

had been fuppofed to adopt the interefl:s of the houfe of 

Suffolk, whofe claim fcemed to carry with it no danger 

to the prefent efl:ablilhment, his enemies, in oppofition 

to him, were naturally led to attach themfelves to the 

queen of Scots. Elizabeth faw, without uneafinefs, this 

emulation among her courtiers, which ferved to augment 

her own authority: And though lhe fupported Cecil, when

ever matters came to extremities, and diffipated every con

fpiracy againfi him, particularly one laid about this time 

0 Lefley, P• 55• Camden, P• 419. Spotfwood1 p. Z30• 

P• 535· 
+ 
+ 

p Haynes, 
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for having him thrown into the Tower on fome pre- c H A P. 

tence or other q' lhe never gave him fuch unlimited~~ 
confidence as might enable him entirely to crufh his 15r9. 

ad verfarie~. 
NoRFOLK, fenfible of the difficulty, which he mufl: 

meet with in controuling Cecil's counfels, efpecially where 

they concurred with the inclination, as well as intereft 

of the queen, durft not open to her his intentions of 

marrying the queen of Scots; but proceeded fiill in the 

fame courfe, of encreafing his interefr in the kingdom, 

and engaging more of the nobility to take part in his. 

meafures. A letter was written to Mary by Leicefier, 

and figned by feveral of the fidt rank, recommending 

Norfolk for her hufband, and fiipulating conditions for 

the advantage of both kingdoms; particularly, that fl1e 

:lhould g~vc fufficient furcty to Elizabeth, and the heirs 

of her body, for the free enjoyme •~ t of the crown of 

England; that a perpetual league, ofFenfive and defenfive, 

fhould be made between their realms and fubjcB:s; tlwt 
the protefl:ant religion lhould be eil:abliihed by law in 

Scotland ; and that 1he iliould grant an amnefl:y to her 

rebels in that kingdom r. When rYiary returne.d a fa

vourable anfwer to this application, N .orfolk employed 

himfelf with new ardour in the execution of his project; 

and befides fecuring the interefis of many of the confi

derabl_e gentry and nobility who refided at court, he 

wrote letters to fuch as lived at their country-feats, and 

poffeffed the greate:fr authority in the feveral counties s. 

The kings of France and Spain, who interefied them

felves extremely in Mary's caufe, were fecretly confulted, 
and expreffed their approbation of thefe meafures t. And 

though Elizabeth's confcnt was always fuppofed as a pre

vious condition to the finilhing of this alliance, it was 

q Camden, p. 417. r Lefley, p. 50. 

P· 535· 539• s Lefley, P· 62• 

Camden, p. 420. Haynes, 
t Ibid. p. 63. 
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C H A P. apparently Norfolk's intention, when he proceeded fuch 

~lengths without confulting her, to render his party fo 

1569. firong, that it lhould no longer be in her power to re· 

fufe it ·u. 

IT was impoffib]e, that fo extenfive a confpiracy could 

entirely efcape the quecn's vigilance and that of Ceci]. 

She ~dropped . feveral intimations to the duke, by which 
he might learn, that fhe was acquainted with his defigns; 
and the frequently warned him to beware on what pil

low he repofed his head w: But he never had the pru

dence or the courage to open to her his full intentions. 
Certain intelligence of this dangerous combination was 
given her fidl: by Leicefl:er, then by Murray x, who, if 
ever he was fincere in promoting Norfolk's marriage, 

which is much to be doubted, had at leafl: intendecl, for 

his own fafety and that of his party, that Elizabeth 

fhould, in reality as well as in appearance, be entire ar

biter of the conditions, and lhould not have her confent 

extorted by any confederacy of her own fubjeCts. This 

information gave great alarm to the court of England; 
and the more fo, as thofe intrigues were attended with 
other circumfrances, of which, it is probable, Elizabeth 

was not wholly ignorant. 

AMoNG the nobility and gentry, that feemed to enter 

into Norfolk's views, there were many, who were zea
loufly attached to the catholic religion, who had no other 
defign than that of refroring Mary to her liberty, and 

who would gladly, by a combination with foreign 

powers, or even at the expence of a civil war, have 

placed her on the throne of England. The earls of 

u State Trials, vol. i. p. 82. w Camden, p. 42.0• Spotfwood, p. z3r• 
x LeOey, p. 71. lt appears by Haynes, p. 52.1. 525. that Elizabeth had 

heard rumou~s of Norfo.1k's dealing with Murray; and charged the latter fo 

inform her of the whole truth, which he accordinglv did, See alfo the earl 

of Murray'a letter produced on Norfolk's trial. ~ • 

North umber-
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Northumberland and W cfrmoreland, who poffefTed great C tt A P. 

power in the north, were leaders of this party ; and the ~ 
former nobleman made ofFer to the queen of Scots, by 1 569• 

Leonard Dacres, brother to lord Dacres, that he would 
free her from confinement, and convey her to Scotland 

or any other place, to which fhc !hould think proper to 
retire r. Sir Thomas and Sir Edward Stanley, fons of 

the earl of Derby, Sir Thomas Gerrard, Rolfrone, anJ 
other gentlemen, whofe intereft lay in the neighbour-

hood of the place where Mary refided, concurred in the 
fame views; and required~ that, in order to facilitate the 

execution of the fcheme, a diverfion lhould, in the mean 
time, be made from the fide of Flanders z. Nor folk 
difcouraged, and even in al)pearance fuppreffed, thefe 

confpiracies; both becaufe his duty to Elizabeth would 

not allow him to think of effcCt.ing his purpofe by rebel-
lion, and Lecaufe he forefaw, that, if the queen of 
Scots came into the poffi:ffion of thefe men, they would 

rather chufe for her hu!banJ the king of Spain, or fome 
foreign prince, who had power, as well as inclination~ 

to re-efiablilh the catholic religion a. 

WHEN men of honour and good principles, like the 
duke of Norfolk, engage in dangerous entcrprizes, they 

are commonly fo unfortu nate as to be criminal by halves; 
and while they balance between the execution of their -

defigns and their remorfes, their fear of punilhment and 
their hope of pardon, they render themfelves an eafy 
prey to their enemies. The duke, in order to reprcfs 
the furmifcs fpread again!l: ~im, fpoke contemptuoufly 

to Elizabeth of the Scottilh alliance; affirmed that his 
efiate in England w:::.s more valuable than the revenue of 

a kingdom wafted by civil wars and factions; and de
clared, that, when he amufcd himfelf in his own tennis .. 

Y Lefley, p. 76. z Ibid. F• g8. ~ Ibid. p. 77• 

VoL. V. l'vT. cour 
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cRAP .. court at Norwich amidlt: his friends and vaffals, he 
'-~ deemed himfelf at leafr a petty prince, and was fully 

•s6J· fatisfied with his condition b. Finding, that he did 
not convince her by thefe atfeverations, and that he wa5 
looked on with a jealous eye by the minifiers, he retired 

to his country-feat without taking leave e. He foon after 
repented of this meafure, and fet out on his return to 
court, with a view of ufing every expedient to regain the 

queen's good graces; but he was met at St. Albans by 
Fitz-Garret, lieutenant of the band of penfioners, by 
whom he was conveyed to Burnham, three miles from 

.Windfor, where the court then refided d. He was foon 
after committed to the Tower, under the cufiocly of Sir 
Henry Nevil e. Le1ley, bilhop of Rofs, the queen of 

Scots' ambaffador, was examined and confronted with 

Norfolk before the council r. The earl of Pembroke was 
confined to his own houfe: Arunde1, Lumley, and Throg
morton were taken into cuftody. The queen of Scots 
herfelf, was removed to Coventry ; all accefs to her was, 
during fome time, more ftricHy prohibited; and vifcount 
Hereford was joined to the earls of Shrcw!bury and 

Huntingdon, in the office of guarding her. 
InCurrec- A RUMOUR had been diffufed in the north of an in-
tions iu the 
aorth. tended rebellion; and the earl of Suffex, prefident of 

York, alarmed with the danger, fent for Northumber· 

land and Wefl:moreland, in order to examine them; but 
not finding any proof againft them, he allowed them to 

depart. The report meanwhile gained ground daily; 
and many appearances of its reality being difcovered, 
Qrders were difpatched by Elizabeth to thefe rwo noble-

. men, to appear at court, and anfwer for their conduCt~. 

They had already proceeded fo far in their criminal de· 
figns, that they dared not tc truft themfelves in her 

b Camden, p. 41.0. c Haynes, p. 51.8. d llU. P• 139• 
e Camden, r· 4:U• Hayncs, p. 540• f L~fley, p. So. g Hayn~•, 

.J· ss~. 
hards: 
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h:1nds: They had prepared mcafures for a rebellion; h;1d C » A P. 
. XL 

communicated their drfi::-n to !vlary and her n ir.ift~n. h; ...__,,_....~ 
had entered into a correfpondcnce Wtth t;.e duke ot A . va~ 1 569. 

governor of the Low Count ics; h;d ob•ainecl h1s 1,ro-
mife of a reinforcement of troops, and of a f"!·P'Y vf 
arms and ammunition; and h,id pre-vaii .. d vn h:m tu ff'nd 
over to London Chiapino V 1.ell , ()ne of h1s mdl famous 
captains, on pretence of adjuft,ng fome differences with 
the queen, but in reality with a view of putting hirn at 
the head of the northern rebels. The, fummons, fent to 
the two earls, prrcipitated the riling before thcv were 
fully prepared; and NorthumbrrL.nd remained in fuf-
pence t etween oppofitc dangers, when he WJS inforn'ed, 
that fome of his enemie:> \Vf're on the way with a com
miffion to arrefi him. He touk horfe inil:antly, and 
hi!ficned to his affociate W dlmorelJncJ, whot.l he fo'lnd 
furrounded with his friencis and v.:df1ls, and dd.ben1 .ng 
with regard· to the meafu:es, wh eh he {houlJ to1low n 
the prefent cmerger:ce. They dcttrmincd tu beg!n the 

infurrcel:ion without delay ; and the great cre<.lit of thefe 
two noblemen, with that zeal for t:1e catholic rdi~ ion, 
which frill prevailed in the m:ig hbnurhood, foon drew to-
gether multitudes of the commor people. 'I'hey puUilhed 
a manifcfio, in which they c.h.clMt:d, lh<.t they :mended 
to attempt nothing againfi the q ueeen, to whom rhey "owed 
un.Lhaken allegiance; and that their fole aim was to rc
efiabli{h the rdic.ion of their ancefrors, to remove t:~'il 

counfellors, and to reftore the duke of Norfolk and uther 
faithful peers to thei. libert·, and to the queC'n's favour t. 

The numhcrs of them dcot. cnts Jmuu11ted to fnur tlwu-

fand foot and fix teen hunJred horfe; anJ they expeded 
the concurrence of all the Catholics in .Englaud k~ 

h Havn"S, p. 595• Stryr~", vol. ii. •ppend, P•l...O· MS m the AJ'o':O• 
cate~' L1~rary from Cott, Lib. Cal, c. 9. 1 CabJla, p. tS9 ,:,trype, 
vol. i, p. 547• k Stowe, p. 663. 
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c H A P. THE queen was not neglio-ent in her own defence, and 
XL 

0 
. ~{he bad beforehand, from her prudent and w1fe conduCt, 

I 569. acquired the general good will of her people, the beft fe
curity of a fovereign; infomuch that even the catholics 

in moft counties expreifed an affeB:ion for her fervice 1
; 

and the duke of Norfolk himfelf, though he had loft her 

favour, and lay in confinement, was not wanting, as far 

as his fituation permitted, to promote the levies among his 

friends and retainers. Suifex attend.ed by the earls of 

Rutland
1 

the lords Hunfdon, Evers, and Willoughby of 

Parh:1m, marched againft the rebels at the head of feven 

thoufand tnen, and found them already advanced to the 

biiliopric of Durham, of which they had taken poffeffion~ 
They retired before him to Hexham; and hearing that 

the earl of Warwic and lord Clinton were advancing 

againfr them with a greater hod y, they found no other re

fource than to difperfe themfelves without £hiking a blow. 
The common people retired to their houfes: The leaders 

fled into Scotbnd. Northumberland was found fkulking 
in that country, and was confined _by Murray in the cafile 

of Lochlevin. Weil:moreland received !helter from the 
chieftains of the Kcrs and Scots, partizans of Mary; and 
pcrfuaucd them to make an inroad into England, with a 

view of exciting a quarrel between the two k~ngdoms. 

After they had committed great ravages, they retreated to 

their own country. This fudden and precipitate rebellion 

v.-as followed foon after by another frill more im-prudent, 

raiLd by Leonard Dacres. Lord Hunfdon, at the head 
of the garrifon of Berwic, was able, without any other 

affifiance, to quell thefe rebels. Great feverity was ex• 
erci(ed againfr fuch as had taken part in thele raili en
terprizes. Sixty-fix petty cont1ables were hanged m; 

and no lefs than eight huuured perfons are faid, on the 

l c ... bala, P· I 70· Di~ges, p. 4• m Camden, p. 423. 
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whole, to have fuffcred by the hands of the executioner n. c H A P. 

But the queen was fo well pleafed with Norfolk's beha-~ 
viour, that fhe releafed him from the Tower: allowed 1569. 

him to live, though under fome £hew of confinement, in 

his own houfe; and only exatled a promife from him not 

to proceed any farther in his negociations with the queen 
.of Scots 0 • 

ELIZABETH now f~und that the detention of Mary 

was attended with all the ill confequences, which fhe had 

forefecn, when fhe fidl: embraced that meafure. This 

latter princefs, recovering, by means of her misfortunes 

and her own natural good fenfe, from that delirium, into 

which fhe feems to have been thrown during her attach .. 

ment to Bothwel, had behaved with luch modefty, an.9 

judgment, and even dignity, that e;rery one, who aiJ
proachcd her, was charmed with her demeanor; and her 

friends were enabled, on fome plaufible grounds, to deny 

the reality of all thofe crimes, which had been imputed 

"'o her P. Compaffion for her fituation, and the neccffity 

of procuring her liberty, proved an incitement among all 
her partizans to be aCl:ive in promoting her caufe; and as 

per deliverance from captivity, it was thoug~t could no 

wife be affeCled but by attempts dangerous to the efta .. 

bliihed government, Elizabeth had reafon to expca little 

tranquillity fo long as the Scottiili queen remained a pri

foncr in her han~s. But as this inconvenience had been 
preferred to the danger of allowing that princefs to enjoy 

her liberty, and to feck relief in all the catholic courts of 

~urope, it behoved the queen to fuppoit the meafure 

which !he had adopted, and to guard, by every pwdent 

expedient, againft the mifchiefs, to which it was expofed. 

She fiill R~ttered Mary with hopes of her protection, 

maintained an ambiguous conduct between that queen 

fl LeOe~·, p. 82, 0 Ibid. p. 98. Camden, p. 4 '9• Hayne , 

P• 597• P L~ney, p. 2 ""'• Haynes, p. 51 1, 548, 
: 
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c 1-T A P. and her en~mies in Scotland, negociated perpetually cott ... 
XL. . ' f h n . d fi ~- ._ ce1 m.1g tlle tcr;ns o er renorattOn, ma e con ant pro-

1.569. fedions of frier.dihip to her; and b) trefe artifices endea. 

vourd both to prevent her from mJking any dl:fperate 

efforts f.>r her Jd~veran ·e, and to fati~fy the French and 

Span fh ambaffadon., who never intermittcd their folici

t lt)(Jus, icm :etimes accompanied with menaces, in her 
be!lalf. This deceit was received with the fame deceit 

by the que' n of Scots: Profeffions of confidence v.ere 

r • . u.·il:.:d b) profe:!ions equtJlly infincere: And while an 
app,_;uance of rn ndthtp wa~ maintained on both fiJes, 

tht: .1nimotity and jealou'y, which hc1d long prevailed 

betwt-en tt.em, Lecame every day n~orc inveterate and 

incl.rable. Thefe two P' inceffes, in adJrefs, capacity, 
acl1vit~, iind fplrir, were nearly a match for each other; 

but unhappily, Mary, befides her prefent forlorn condi

tion, was alw<1ys inft. rior in perfonal conduCt and difcre· 

' tion, as well a., in power, to her llluH:rious rival. 

ELIZABETH and Mary wrote at the fame time letters 

to the regent. The queen of Scots dtfired, that her 

marriage with Bothwel might be examined, and a divorce 

be legally pronounced between them. The queen of 
England gave Murray the choice of three conditions; 

· that Mary ihould be refiored to her dignity on certain 

terms ; that fhe fhould be affociated with her fon, and 
th'e admiudhation remain in the regent's bands, till the 

young pnnce lbould come to years of difcretion ; or that 

fue fhould be allowed to live at liberty as a private perfon 

in Scotland, and have an honourable fettlement made in 
her favour q, Murray fummoned a convention of fiates, 

in order to ddiberate on thefe propofals of the two queens. 

No anfwer was made by them to Maris letter, on ~re

tence that the had there ~mployed the Hyle of a fovereign, 

1 MSS. in the Aivocatts' Libra;y, A~ ~~9· p •. 137• fro~ Cott, Lib. 

catd. c;, 1. 

addrdlin& 
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at1dreffing herfelf to her fubjetls; but in reality:. beauf"eC H "" P~ 
XL. 

they faw that her requeft was calculated to prepare the..._.....,.._., 
way for a marriage with Norfolk, or fome powerful 15Eg_. 

prince, who could fupport her caufe, and reftore her to 
the throne. They replied to Elizabeth, that the two 
former conditions were fo derogatory to the royal autho-

rity of their prince, that they could not fo much as deli-
berate concerning them: The third alone could be the 

fubject of treaty. It was evident, that Elizabeth, in pro-
pofing conditions fo nnequal in their importance, in~ited 
the Scots to a refufa) vf thofe which wctt moft advan• 
tageous to Mary ; and as it was dancult, if not impof-
fible, to adjuft all the terms of the third, fo as to render 

it fecure and eligible to all parties, it was concluded that 

~e was not fmcere in any of them ... 

1 T is pretended, that Murray had entered into a private JS70, 

negociation with the queen, to get Mary delivered into 
his hands 5 ; and as Elizabeth found the detention of her 
in England fo dangerous, it is probable, that file wvuld 
have been pleafed, on any hon~rable or fafe terms~ to 
rid herfelf of a prifoner who gave her fo much inquie-
~ude t. But all thefe proje8s vanifurd by the fudden 
death of the regent, who was afi"affinated, in revenge of 23 Ja~ary. 

a private injury, by a gentleman of the name of Hamil- Afti11na

ton. Murray was a perfun of confiderable vigour, abili- tio~t off rh~ 
. ~rlo M•r 

ties, and conftancy ; but though he was not unfuccefsfuJ, ra.,. 
Oijring his regency, in compo!ing the ditfentions in Scot-
land, his talents lhone out more emmemly in the begin-
ning than in the end of his life. His manners were 
rough and ~uflere; and he pofft fled nqt that perftct inte. 
grity, whic:h frequently accompaniu~, and can alone atone 
for, that unamiable charattcr. 

r Spctf,,H,od, F• 2.:;0, 2p. Ldl•·y, p. 7'• ' r~trden, p. 42~ 
Ld1ey, p. 83. ·t See Do\e [ 0 J at Lhe cnd of the tclumt. 

M~,o 
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C H A_P, BY the death of the regent, Scotland relapfed into 
~~anarchy. Mary's party afiembled together, and made 

H70· themfelves mafl:ers of Edinburgh. The cafile, com-

manded by Kirkaldy of Grange, feemed to favour her 
caufe; and as many of the principal nobility had em .. 

braced that party, it became probable, though the people 

were in general averfe to her, that her authority might 
flgain acquire the afccndant. To check its progrefs, Eli
zabeth difpatched Suffex, with an army, to the North, 

under colour of chafiizing the ravages committed by the 

borderers. He entered Scotland, and laid wafie the lands 

of the Kers and Scots, feized the cafile of Hume, ar.d 
committed hofl:ilities on all Mary's partizans, who, he 

faid, had ofFended his mifirefs, by harbouring the Englifh 

rebels, Sir William Drury was afterwards fent with a 
lJody of troops, and he threw down the houfes of the Ha
miltons, who were engaged in the fame faCtion. The 

Englifu armies were afterwards recalled by agreement 

with the queen of Scots, who promifccl, in return, that 

no French troops £hould be introduced into Scotland, and 

that the Englilh rebels tbould be delivered up to the 

- queen by her partizans u • 

. BuT though the queen, . covering herfelf with the pre· 

tence of revenging her own quarrel, fo far contributed to 
fupport the party of the young king of Scots, lhe was 
cautious not to declare openly ag:1infi .rviary; and fhe 
evef?. fent a requdl, which was equivalent to a command, 

to the enemies of that princefs not to eleCt, durinr- fame 

time) a r~gent in the place of 1\1urray w. Leno:, the 

king's granclf.1ther, was, therefore, chofen temporary go

vernor, upder the title of Lieutenant. Hearing after

wards that l'.'lary's partizans, infread cf deli\·cring up 

\Vefimoreland, and the other fugitives, as they had pro

mift.d, h~d allowed them to efcapc into Flanders; fhe 

u Lefley, p. grQ SpctfwooJ, p. 2.4o. 

permitted 
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permittcJ the king's party to give Lenox the title of re- c H A P. 

gent x, and fhe fent Randolph, as her refident, to maintain~ 
a correfpondence with him. But notwithftanding this 157•, 

fiep, ta~en in favour of Mary's enemies, the never laid 

afide her ambiguous condua, or quitted the appearance 
of amity to that princefs. Being importuned by the 

bilhop of Rofs, aad her other agents, as well as by fo-
reign amba£radors, 1he twice procured a fufpenfion of 
arms between the Scottilh fatlions, and by that means 
flopped the hands of the regent, who was likely to obtain 
advantages over the oppofite party r. By thefe feeming 

contrarieties fhe kept alive the faCl:ions in Scotland, en-

creafed their mutual animofity, and rendered the whole 
country a fcene of dcvaftation and of mifery z. She had 

no intention to conquer the kingdom, and confequently 

no interefr or defign to infrigate the parties againft each 

other; but this confequence was :m accidental effeCt of 
her cautious politics, by which the was engaged, as far as 
poffible, to keep on good terms with the queen of Scots, 

and never to violate the appearances of friendlhip with 

her, at leafl: thofe of neutrality:~. 
THE better to amuf~ Mary with the profpeCl: of an 

;accommodation, Cecil and Sir Waiter Mildmay were 
fent to her with propofals from Elizabeth. The terms 
were fomewhat rigorous, fuch as a captive quee_n might 
expetl: from a jealous rival; and they thereby bore the 

greater appearance of finccrity on the part of the Englifu 
court. It was required, that the queen of Scots, befides 
renouncing all title to the crown of England during the 
life-time of Elizabeth, fhould make a perpetual league, 
offenfive and dcfenfive, between the kingdoms ; that the 

!hould marry no Englilhman without Elizabeth'& con• 

x SpotCwood, P• Z4I• Y Ibid. p. 2431 

::e note [PJ at the end of the volume, 

fent, 
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c R A P. fent, nor an_y other perfon without :he confent oJ the 
~ ftatl s of Scotland; that ~ompenfationlliould be made fer 

'57°~ th..: l«te ravages committed in England; that jufiice fuould 

be exe uted' on the murderers of kirg Henry; that the 
young P' it;Ce thou!d be fent rnto Eng'and, to be educated 

there; and that fix hoftages, ail_ of hem 10blemen, thould be 

tlelivered to the queen of England, wi~J the caffle of Hume, 

and fome othe~ fortrefs, for the fecurty of perform~nce 'b. 

Such were the conditions upon whichE!iz.abeth promifed 
to contribute her endeavours towitrd the refioration of 
the depofed queen. The n , ceffity cf Mary7s affairs ob

liged her to confent to- them ; and he kings of I:'l<l!fe 
ami Spain, as wefl as the pope, whm confulted by ... , 

approved of her con duel; chiefly on tccount of the civil 

wars, by which all Europe was at th:t time agitated, and 

which incapacitated the <:atholic prirces from giving her 

any affi.fl:ance c .. 

ELIZABETH's commiffioners prop•fed alfo to Mary a 

plan of accommodation with her flbjeCls in Scotland i 

and after fome reafoning on that bad, it was agreed, 

that the queen fhould require Lenox, the regent, to fend 
commiffioners, in order to treat ~f conditions unde~ 

her mediation. The partizans of N.ary boafted, that aU 
terms were fully fettled with the cotrt of England2 and 
that the Scottilh rebels would foon b: conftraincd to fub
mit to the authority of their fovenign: But Elizabeth 
took care that thefe rumours ihould neet with no credit, 

and that the king's party fuould no1 be difcouraged, nor 

ftnk too low in their demands. Ccil wrote to ~nfo~~ 

the regent, that all the queen of E~land's t>ropofals~ fo 
far from being nxed and irrevocable, were to be difcuffed 
anew in the conference; and defire< him to fend com

miffioners who Olould be conftant n the king's c~ufe, 

• Spotfwood, p. ~4-.i• l.c&y, P· JoJ. • Lefley, p re,, &:c. 
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and cautious not o make conceffions which might be pre- C H A P. 
XL 

judicial to their Jartytt. Suffex alfo, in his letters, drop-~ 
ped hints to the f:me purp ,fe; and El1zabetb herfelf faid ~57•· 

to the abbut of )unferm1ing, whom Lenox had fent to 

the c,1urt of Enga!ld, that G1e ~oald not infdl: on Mary's

refioration provded the Scot, cuuld make the ju!lice of 

their eau f' ap!"fe,r to he.i fatinatlion; and that, even if 

their rear~us it. oud fail ihort vf full convitlion, !he would 

take effectual cat: to provide for their future fecurity e. 

THE parliame1t of Scotland appointed the earl ofMor- ts7 r. 

ton, and Sir J.:ines Macgill, togt>thtr with the abbot of Ill Much. 

Dunfermling, tcm:!nage the tre:.. ty. Thefe commiffion-

ers prefented mnwrials, containing reafons for the de-

pofition of their queen; t1nJ they feconded their argu-

ments with exarrples drawn from the Scottilh hifl:ory, with 

the authority oflaws, and with the fentiments of many 
famous divines. ~~ he lofty iJeas, which Elizabeth had 

entertained of th• ab{olute, indefeafable right of (overeigns, 

made her be fh,ck~d wtth thefe republtcan topics; and 

:lhe told the Scoti!h co~miffioners, that the was no-wife 

f~1tisfied with th~ ir reafons for jufrifying the conduCt of 

their countryme1; and that they might therefor..e, with-

out attempting my apol.ogy, proceed to open the condi-

tions, which th:y required for their f.:curity r. They 

replied, that thcir commiffion did not empower them to 

treat of any terns, which might iniringe the title and 

fovereignty of neir young king; but they would gladly 
hear whatever popofals lhou!d be made them by her ma-
jefty. The coclitions, recommended by the queen, were 

pot difadvantagous to 11ary; but as the commiffioners 

frill infifted, tha they were no: authorized to tJ eat in any 

manner, conccning the reftoration of that princcfs , the 

d Spotfwood, p. 2. 5• e Iti9. P• 2.47, 2.43, ! Ibid. p •. ~41• 
H9• ~ Haytes, p. 623. 
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c H A P. conferences :were neceffarily at an end; and Eli~ahetb 
~ difmiffcd the Scottilh commiffioners with injunctions~ 

~571. that they lhould return, after having procured more1mple 
powers from their parliament h. The bifhop of Rofs 
openly complained to the Englifh council, that th()l had 
2bufed his mifirefs by fair promifes and profeilions; and 
Mary herfelf was no longer at a lofs to judge of Iliza
beth's infincerity. By reafon of thefe difappointnents, 
matters came frill nearer to extremities between ti-e two 
princcftes; and the queen of Scots, finding al her 
hopes eluded, was more firongiy incited to ma~e, at 
all hazards, every poffible attempt for her liben; and 

Jecurit>y. 

AN incident alfo happened about this time, vhich 
tepded to widen the breach between Mary and Elizlbeth~ 
4nd to encreafe the vigilance and jealoufy of the latter 

princcfs. Pope Pius V. who had fuccecdcd Paul, after 
,having endeavoured in vain to conciliate by gentle neans 
the fricndiliip of Elizabeth, whom his predeceffor': vio
lence had irritated, iffued at ]aft: a bull of excommtnica
tion aga!nfi her, deprived her of all title to the c-own~ 
and abfolved her fubjetl:s from their oaths of allegimcei, 
It feems probable, that this attack on the queen~ au
tl ority was made in concert with Mary, who intenled by 
that means to forward tpe northern rebellion; a m:afure 
which was at that time in agitation k• John Jelton 
affixed this bttll to the gates of the biihop of Lordon's 
palace; and fcorning either to Ry or to deny the fait, he 
was feized, and condemned, and received the cro.vn of 
martyrdom, for which he feems to have entertaired fo 
violent an ambition 1• 

i Spotfwood, p. 2.49, 250, &c. Lelley, p. '33· 136. Camden,p. 4l'' 
432. i C:ur,den, p. 427. k .!bid. p. 441. from C<~jtanus'l 
Me <>f Pius v. l Camden, p. 4l8. 
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P NEW parliament, after five years' interval, was af-C HA P. 

fe.tmled at '\Vefrminfter; and as the queen, by the rage~ 
of 1he pope againfr het, was become frill mote the head 15711 

..t... 1· · · h b n d b , f h. zd of April. of ue ru tng party, It mtg t e expel:-LC , otn rom t IS A parlia-

inci:lent and from her own prudent and vigorous con- rr.eHt. · 

due, that her authority over the two houfes would be 
abfdutely uncontroulab,e. It was fo in fact; yet is it 
renurkable, that it prevailed not without fome finall op ... 
pofi:ion; and that too arifing chiefly from the height of 
zeal for protefiantifm; a difpofition of the Englifh, 
whi:h, in general, contributed extremely to encreafe the 
que:n's popularity. We lhall be fomewhat particular in 
tela:ing the tr:mfactions of this feffion, becaufe they 
:lhov, as well the extent of the royal power during that 
age: as the character of Elizabeth and the genius of her 
gov:rnment. It will be curious alfo to obfcrve the faint 
da\\n of the fpirit of liberty among the Englilh, the 
jeahufy with which that fpirit was repreffcd by the fove-
reign, the imperious conduct which was maintained in 
opp)fition to it, and the cafe with which it was fubdued 
by 1his arbitrary princefs. 

'THE lord keeper, Bacon, after the fpeaker of the com
mms was elected, told the parliament, in the queen's 
narre, that ihe enjoined them not to meddle with any 
maters of ftate rn: Such was his expreffion; by which he 
pro}ably meant, the quefi:ions of the queen's marriage 
and the fucceffion, about which they had before given 
herfome uneafinefs: For as to the other great points of 
gov~rnment, alliances, peace and war, or foreign nego
ciatons; no parliament in that age ever prefumed to take 
then under confideration, or quefi:ion, in thefe particulars,. 
the ::::onduct of their fovereign, or of his minifrers. 

I~ the former parliament, the puritans had introduced 
fev<.n bills for a farther reformation in religion; but they 

m D'.Ewes, p. 141. 
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c H A P. nad not been able to prevail in any one of them 11
• Thia 

~ houfe of commons had fit ten a very few days, when Stric .. 

157:t• land,. a member, revived one of the bills, that for the: 

amendment of the liturgy 0 • The chief objeCtion, which 

he mentioned, was the fign of the crofs in baptifm. Another 

member added~ the kneeling at the facrament; and 
remarked, that, if a pofi:ure of humiliation were requifite 

in that aa of devotion, it were better, that the communi

cants fuould throw themfelves profl:rate on the ground, in 
order to keep at the wideil: difiance from former fuperfi:i .. 

tion P. 

RELIGION was a point, of which Elizabeth was, if 
poffible, frill more jealous than of matters of ftate. She 

pretended, that, in quality of fupreme head or governor 
of the church, fhe was fully empowered, by her preroga
tive alone, to decide all qu,.,fiions, which might arife 

with regard to doctrine, difcipline, or worlhip; and fhe 
never would allow her parliaments fo much as to take 
thefe points into confideration ~. The courtiers c.id not 

forget to infift on this topic: The treafurer of the houfe

hold, though he allowed, that any herefy might be 

repreffed by parliament (a conceffion which feems to have 

been ralh and unguarded; fince the aCt, invefting the 
crown with the fupremacy, or rather recognizing that 
prerogative, gave the fovereign full power to reform all 
herefies), yet he affirmed, tnat it belonged to the queen 

alone, as head of the church, to regulate every quefi:ion 

of ceremony in wodhip r. The comptroller feconded 

this argument; inftited on the extent of the queen's pre

rogative; and faid that the houfe might, from former 

examples, have taken warning not to meddle with fuch 
matters. One Piftor oppofed thefe remonfl:rances of the 

courtiers. He was fcandalized, he faid, that affairs of 

S~. D'Ewes, p.1S5. 

4J. lbid. P• t 5s. 
0 Ibid. p. 1 56, IS]• 

r Ibid. p. 166. 
P lbid, P• t67• 
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fuch infinite tonf.;:qucnce {namely, kneeling and making C H A 1' .. 

the fign of the crofs) 1 .. wulu be paffed over fo lightly.~ 
Thefc quefiions, he adC:cd, concern the falvation of fouls, "57'J.. 

and intercfl: every one more deeply than the monarchy of 
the whole world. This caufe he fhewed to be the caufe 
<>f God; the refi were all but terre ne, yea trifles in com-
parifon, call them ever fo great: Subfidies, crowns, 
kingdoms, he knew not what weight they had, when 

laid in the balance with fubjeets 'Of fuch unfpeakable 
importance s. Though the zeal of this member feems 
to have been approved of~ the houfe, overawed by the 
prerogative, voted upon the quefiion, that a petition 
fhould be prefented to her majefi:y, for her licence to pro-
ceed farther in this bill; and in the mean time, that they 
iliould ftop a11 debate or reafoning concerning it t. 

MATTERS would probably have refred here, bad not 
the queen been fo highly offended with Stricland's pre
fumption, in moving the bill for reformation of the 
liturgy, that fue fummoned him before the council, and 
prohibited him thenceforth from appearing in the houfe 
of commons rr. This aCt of power was too violent even 
for the fubmiffive parliament to endure. Carieton too~,.. 

notice of the matter; complained that the liberties of the 
houfe were invaded; obfcrved that Stricland was not a 

private man, but reprefented a multitude; and moved., . 
that he might be fent for, and, if he were guilty of 
any offence-, might anfwer for it at the bar of the houfe

7 

which he infinuated to be the on! y competent tribt;!naJ"". 
Y elverton enforced the principles of liberty with frill 
greater boldnefs. He faid, that the precedent was dan
gerous: And though in this happy time of lenity, .among 
~o many goo<l and honourable perfonages as were at pre
fent invefied with authority, nothing of extremity or 

s o•E ,·e~, p. 166. t Jbi<l. p. IO]. " loid. p. '1-U· 
Ibid. 
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c H A P. injury was to be apprehended; yet the times might alter; 

~what now is permitted, might hereafter be confirued as 

157'• duty, and might be enforced even on the ground of the 
prefent petmiffion. He added, that all matters not 

treafonable, or which implied not too much derogation of 

the imperial crown, might, without offence, be introduced 

into parliament; where every quefiion that concerned the 

community mufr be confidered, and where even the right 

of the crown itfelf mufr finally be determined. He 

remarked; that men fat not in that houfe in their private 

capacities, but as eleCted by their country; and though 

it was proper, that the prince lhould retain his prerogative, 

yet was that prerogative limited by law: As the fovereign 

could not of himfelf make Jaws, neither could he break 

them, merely from his own authority". 

THESE principles were popular, and noble, and gene· 

rous ; but the open affertion of them was, at this time, 

fomewhat new in England: And the courtiers were more 

warranted by prefent praCtice, when they advanced a 

contrary doCtrine. The treafurer warned the houfe to be 

cautio~s in their proceedings; neither to venture farther 

' than their affured warrant might extend, nor hazard 

their good opinion with her majefl:y in any doubtful caufe. 

The member, he faid, whofe attendance they required~ 
was not refirained on account of any liberty of fpeech, but 

for his exhibiting a bill in the houfe againfi the prerogative 

of the queen; a temerity which wu.s not to be tolerated; 

And he concluded with obfcrving, that even fpeeches, 

made in that houfe, had been quefiioned and examined by 
the fovcrcign ;·. Cl cere, another member, remarked, 

that the fovereign's prerogative is not fo much as difput• 

able, and that the fafety of the queen is the fafety of the 

fubjeCl:. He added, that, in q ue~ions of divinity, every 

,man vvas for his in!hudion to repair to his ordinary; and 

x D'Ewes, p. 175, 176, 1 Ibid. p. 175• 
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he fcems to infinuate, that the bilhops themfelvcs, for C H
7 

A P. 

their infl:ruCl:ion, mufl: repair to the queen z. Fleetwood ~ 
obferved, that, in his memory, he knew a man, who, in 1571• 

the fifth of the prefent queen, had been called to account 
for a fpeech in the houfe. But left this example fuould 
he deemed too recent, he would inform them, from the 
parliament rolls, that, in the reign of Henry V. a bi!hop 
was committed to prifon by the king's command, on 
account of his freedom of fpeech; and the parliament pre-
fumed not to go farther than to be hum,ble fuitors for him: 
In the fubfcquent reign the fpeaker himfelf was committed; 
with another member; and the houfe found rio other 
remedy than a like fubmiffive applicatio . Le advifed 
the houfe to have recourfe to the fame exp"Jicnt; and not 
to prefume either to fend for their m em 1'cr, or demand 
him as of right a. During this fpeech, thofe members of 
the privy-council who fat in the houfe, whifpered toge· 
ther; upon which the fpeaker moved, that the houfe 
fhould make fray of all farther proceedings: A motion, 
which was immediately complied with. The queeJJ, 
finding that the experiment, which fhe had made, was 
likely to excite a great ferment, faved her honour by this 
filence of the houfe; and lefr the quefrion might be re
fumed, fhe fent next day to Strirland her permi.ffion to 
give his attendance in parliament b. 

N OTW l THST AND IN G this rebuke from the throne, the 
zeal of the commons frill engaged them to continue the 
difcuffion of thofe other bills which regarded re] !gion; 
but they were interrupted by a frill more arbitrary pro
ceeding of the queen, in which the lords condefcended 
to be her infiruments. This houfe fent a meffage to 
the commons, defiring that a committee misht attend 
them. Some members were appointed for th:lt pur· 
pofe; and the upper houfc informed them, that the 

z D'Ewes, p. 175• b Idem ibid• 
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c H. A P. queen's majefiy, being inf.Qrmed of the articles of refortrl• 

~ ation which they had canva!fed, approved. of them, in-

l57l· tended to pu blilh them, and to make the blihops execute 

them, by virtue of her royal authority, as fuprcme head 

of the church of England ! But that £he would not per• 

mit them to be treated of in parliamentc. The houfe; 

though they did not entirely fi:op proceedings on account 

of this injunCtion, feem to have been nowife offended at 

fuch haughty treatment; and in the i!fue all the bills 

came to nothing. 
A MOTION, made by Robert Bell, a puritan, againft 

an exclufive patent granted to a company of merchants in 

Brifiol d' gave alfo occafion to feveral remarkable inci· 

dents. The queen, fome days after the motion was 

made, fcnt orders by the mouth of the fpeaker, com

manding the houfe to fi1end little time in motions, and 

to avoid long fpeeches. All the members underfiood, 

that fue had been ofrended, becaufe a matter had been 

moved, which feemed to touch her prerogative e. Fleet

wood accordingly fpoke of this delicate fubjecr. He 

obferved, that the queen had a prerogative of granting 

patents; that to quefiion the valid;ty of any patent was 

to invade the royal prerogative ; that all foreign trade 

was entirely fu bjctl:cd to the pleafure of the fovereign; 

that even the ftatute, which gave liberty of commerce, 

admitted of all prohibitions from the cro\vn; and that 

the prince, when he granted an exclufive patent, only 
employed the power veficd in him, and prohibited all 
others from deJing in any particular branch of com

merce. He q uotcd the clerk of the parliament's book to 

prove, that no man might fpeak in parliament of the fia

tute of wills, unlefs the king firfr gave licence: becaufe 

, the royal prerogative in the wards was thereby touched, 

He fhewed likewife the fiatutes of Edward 1. Edward Ill. 

c D'Ewes, p. 1So. 185. 
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and Henry IV. with a faving of the prerogative. And CH A P. 

in EdwarJ VI.'s time, the protector was applied to, for~~ 
his allowance to mention matters of prerogative r. 1571• 

SIR HuMPHREY GILBERT, the gallant and renowned 

[ea-adventurer, carried thefe topics fl:i11 farther. He en

deavoured to prove the motion made by Bell to be a vain 

device, and perilous to be treated of; fince it tended to 
the derogation of the prerogative imperial, which who
ever ihould attempt fo much as in fancy, could not, he 

faid, be otherwife accounted than an open enemy. For 
what difference is there between faying, that the queen 

is not to ufe the privilege of the crown, and faying that 

ihe is not queen? And though experience has !hewn fo 

much clemency in her majefiy, as might, perhaps, make 

fubjects forget their duty; it is not good to fport or 

venture too much with princes. He reminded them of 

the fable of the hare, who, upon the proclam3.tion, that 
all horned beafis fhould depart the court, immediately 

fled, lefi his ears lhoulJ be confirued to be horns; and 
by this apologue he feems to infinuate, that even thofe 

who heard or permitted fuch dangerous fpeeches, would 

not themfelves be entirely free from danger. He defired 

them to beware, lefi, if they medJled farther with thcfe 

matters, the queen might look to her own power; and 

finding herfelf able to fupprefs their challenged liber.ty, 

and to exert an arbitrary authority, might imitate the 

example of Lewis XI. of France, who, as he termed it, 
delivered the crown from ward!hip g. 

THoUGH this fpeech gave fome difguJl, no botly, at 

the time, replied any thing, but that Sir H mphrey mif:.. 

took the meaning of the houfc. and of the member who 

made the motion: They never had :1ny other purpofe; 
than to reprefent th'eir grievances, in due and feemlv 

form, unto her majefiy. But in a fubfequcnt dcbat~ 

f D'Ewes, p. 16o. ~·Ibid. p. tGS, 
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c H A P. Peter Wentworth, a man of a fuperior free fpirit, called 

~that fpeech an infult on the houfe; noted Sir H umphrey's 

157'· difpofition to flatter and f:1wn on the prince; compared 
him to the cameleon, which can change itfe!f into all 

colours, except white; and recommended to the houfe, 

a due care of liberty of fpeech; and of the privileges of 

parliament h. It appears, on the whole, that the motion 

againfr the exclufive patent had no eftecl:. Bell, the 

member who firfi: introduced it, was fent for by the coun

cil, and was feverely reprimanded for his temerity. He 
returned to the houfe with fuch an amazed countenance, 

that all the members, well informed of the reafon, were 

firuck with terror; and during fome time, no one durft 

rife to fpeak of any matter of importance, for fear of giv
ing offence to the queen and the council. Even after the 

fears of the commons were fomewhat abated, the mem

bers fpoke with extreme precaution; and by employing 

moft of their difcourfe in preambles and apologies, they 

fhewed their confcious terror of the rod which hung over 

them. Wherever. any delicate point was touched, though 

ever fo gently; nay feemed to be approached, though at 

ever fo great a difiance, the whifper ran about the houfe, 

" The queen will be offended; the council will be ex

" tremely difpleafed :" And by thefe furmizes men were 

warned of the danger, to which they expofed themfelves. 

It is remarkable, that the patent, which the queen de

fended with fuch imperious violence, was contrived for 

the profit of four courtiers, and was attended with the 

utter ruin of fcvcn or eight thoufand of her indufrrioua 

fubjeB:s i. 

~gth May. THus, every thing, which paffed the t\VO houfes, was 

extremely refpeetful and fubmiffive; yet did the queen 

think it incumbent on her, at the conclufion of the fcf .. 
:fion, to check, and that with great feverity, thofe feeble 

h D'Ewes, p. 175• 1 Ibid. p. ~4z. 
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e!forts ofliberty, which had appeared in the motions and C ~t P. 

fpeeches of fome members. The lord keeper told the'---v---1 
commons, in her majefty's name, that, though the ma- 1 571• 

jority of the lower houfe had !hewn themfdves in their 
proceedings, difcreet and dutiful, yet a few of them had 
4ifcovered a contrary character, and had jufiJy merited 

the reproach of audacious, arrogant, and prefumptuous: 
Contrary to their duty, both as fubjects and parliament

men, nay contrary to the exprefs injunctions given tbem 
from the throne at the ~ginning of the feffion; injunc

tions, which it might well become them to have better 
;J,ttended to; they had prefumed to call in quefiion her 
majefiy's grants and prerogatives. But her majefiy warns 
them, that, fince they thus wilfully forget themfelv~s, 
t}ley are otherwife to be admoniihed: Some other fpecies 

cl correction mufi be found for them; fince neither the 
commands of her majefiy, nor 'the example of their wifer 

brethren, can reclaim their audacious, ar~ognnt, and pre-
·fumptuous folly, by which they are thus led to meddle 
with what nowife belongs to them~ and what lies beyond 

. the compafs of their underfianding k. 

IN all the(e tranfatl:ions appears clearly the opinion, 
which Elizabeth had entcrta!ned of the duty and autho
rity of parliaments. They were not to convafs any mat
ters of !hte: Still l~fs were they to m~ddle with the 
church. OEefiions of either kind were far ~boye their 
reach, and were appropriated to the prince alone, or to 
~hofe councils a!1d minifi~rs, with whom h~ was pleafed 
to entrufl: ~hem. \Vhat then was the office of parlia
ments? They might give directions for the due tanning 

of leather, or milling of cloth; for t~e prcfervation of 

phcafants and partridges; for the rcp<lration of bridges 

~nd highways; for the p~n~fhment of \'agabonds or corn-
on beggars. ~Pgulations concerning the police of the , . 

k D):wes, p. 151. 
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c H A P. country came properly under their infpetl:ion; and the 

~laws of this kind which they prefcribed, had, if not a 
~571. greater, yet a more durable authority, than thofe which 

were derived folely from the proclamations of the fove

rcign. Precedents or reports could fix a rule for decifions 

in private property, or the punifhment of crimes; but no 

alteration or innovation in the municipal Iaw could pro· 

~eed from any other fource than the parliament; nor 

would the courts of j ufiice be induced to change their 

efiablifhed praB:ice by an order of council. But the mofr 

acceptable part of pariiamentary proceedings was the 

granting of fubfidies; the attainting and punifhing of the 

obnoxious nobility, or any minifier of :fiate after his fall; 

the countenancing of fuch great efForts of power, as 

might be deemed fomewhat exceptionable, when they pro

ceeded entirely from the fovere:gn. The redrefs of grie

vances was fometimes promifed to the people; but feldom 

could have place, while it was an e:fiablifhed rule, that 

the prerogatives of the crown mu:fi not be ~bridged, or fo 
much as quefiioned and examined in parliament. Even 

though monopolies and exclufive companies had already 

reached an enormous height, and were every day encreaf

ing, to the deftruetion of all liberty, and extinCtion of all 
indufiry; it was criminal in a member to propofe, in the 

mo:fi dutiful and regular manner, a parliamentary appli

~ation againfi any of them. 

THESE maxims of government were not kept fecret b) 

Elizabeth, or fmoothcd over by any fair appearances 01 

plaufible pretences. They were openly avowed in he1 

fpeeches and meifagcs to parliament; and were accom· 

panied with all the haught!nefs, nay fomctirnes bitterncis 

of expreffion, which the meandt fervant could look fo 

from his offended mafl:er. Yet notwithfiandino- this con· 0 . 

putt, Elizabcfh continued to be the mofi: popular fove· 

feif?n tl}a~ ever fw~yed tbc fcep~"r of England; becau(i 
th1 

'•' 
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the maxims of her reign were conformable to the princi- C H -~ !' • 

pies of the times, and to the opinion, generally entertain-~ 
ed with regard to the confiitution. The continued en- 1571. 

croachments of popular affemblies on Elizabeth~s fuc .. 

ceffors have fo changed our ideas in thcfe matters, that 

the paffitges above mentioned appear to us extremely cu-
rious, and even at firft furprifing ; but they were fo little 

remarked, during the time, that neither Camden: though 

a contemporary writer, nor any other hifrorian, has taken 

any notice of them. So abfolute, indeed, was the au-

thority of the crown, that the precious fpark of liberty 

had been kindled, and was preferved, by the puritans 

alone; and it was to this feB:, whofe principles appear fo 

frivolous and habits fo ridiculous, that the Engli!h owe 

the whole freedom of their con!litution. AB:uated by 

that zeal which belongs to innovators, and by the cou-

rage whi~h enthufiafm inf'pires, they hazardcd the utmofr 

indignation of their fovercign; and employing all their 

induftry to be elected into parliament; a matter not dif4 
ficult, while a feat was rather regarded as a burthen than 

fm advantage J ; they firfi acquired a m:1jority in that af-

fembly, and then obtained an afcendant over the ~church 

and monarchy. 
THE foHow!ng were the principal Jaws enacted this 

feflion. It was d clarLd trca!(HJ, durin6 the ltfc-time of 

the queen, to affirm, that ihe was not the lawful fove~ 

reign, or that any other pof1;.:fled a preferable title, or that 

fhe was a heretic, fchifmatic, or infidel, or that the 1aw3 
aud fiatutcs cannot limit and determine the right of the 
crown and the fuccdfor thereof: To !Taintain in writing 

or printing, that any pcrfon, cxcc:pt the natural [(fi:e of 

her body, is or ought to be the queen's heir or fuccdlor, 

fubjeB:~d the pcrfon and all his abettors, for the firfr of-

I It arr("att-d this feJlion, that a i r;be of fcur pottn.ls haJ tern given to • 

ma~or fur a ftat in p.uli.H11er.t. D'f.we~, p. 1i:1. It is prob.tb!e, that the 
Jll1ef1:bcr ~ud r.o o:h:r .,.:cw ~han th.! pri viiege :~t l:e t.g t'rec from arrelh. 

N 4 fence, 
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C H A P. fence, to ·imprifonment during a year, and to the forfei., 
~ ture of half their goods: The fecond offence fubjecteq 

1571. them to the penalty of a prcmunire . .,. This law was 
plainly levelle"d againft the queen of Scots and her parti· 
~-ans; and implied an avowal, that Elizabeth never in
tended to declare her fu.ccdfor. It _may be noted, that 
the ufual phrafe of laufu! ijfue,. which the parliament 
thought indecent towards the queen, as if fhe could be 
fuppofed to have any other, was changed into that of na· 
tural ijfuc.. But this ~Iteration was the fource of plea
fantry during the time; and fome fufpetl:ed a deeper de
fign, as if Leicefl:er intended, in cafe of the q u en's de
mife, to produce fome bafiard of hjs own, and affirm 
~hat he was her offspring"· 

IT was alfo enaCted, that whofoever by bulls lhoulq 
publifh abfolutions or other refcripts of the pope, o~ 
1hould, by means of them, reconcile any man to the 

church of Rome, fuch offenders, as well :1s thofe who 
were fo reconciled, fhould be guilty of treafon. The 

penalty of a premunire was impofed on every one wpo 
imported any .Agnus D~i, crucifix, or fuch other imple
ment of fuper.ftitibn, confecratcd by the pope o. The 
former laws aga:nfi: ufury, were enforced by a new fia

tute P. A fupply of one fub[ldy and two fifteenths was 

granted by parliament. The queen, as fhe was dcter
plined to yield to them nor;e of her power, was very cau

tious in afkit16 them for any fupply. She endeavoured, 
either by a rigid frugality to make her orJinary revenues 
fufficc for the neceffities of the crown, or £he employed 
her prerogative, and procured money by the granting of 
patents, monopolies, or by fome fuch ruinous expe-
dient. · 

' THOUGH Elizabeth po£fdfed fuch uncontrouled autho
f~ty ovtr her parliaments, and fuch extenfive influence 

n '1 Eliz. c. l• 
p Ib~d. c. 8. . 

n c~mden, p. 436. o 13 EJ;z. c. z. 

over 
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over her people; though during a courfe of thirteen O H, A P. 
']]' h' h XL. years, £he had maintained the public tranqm tty, w 1c '--v--' 

was only interrupted by the hafty and ill-concerted infur- 1 57'· 

reCl:ion in the north; £he was frill kept in great anxiety, 
and felt her throne perpetually totter under. her. The 

violent commotions, excited in France and the Low 

Countries, as well as in Scotland, feemed in one view to 

fccure her againft any difturbance; but they fcrvcd, on 
more refleEt:ion, to infl:ruCl: her in the danger of her fitua-

tion, when !he remarked, that England, no lefs than 

thefc neighbouring countries, contained the feeds of in-

tefiinc difCord; the differences of religious opinion, and 

the furious intolerance and animofity of the oppofite fcc-
tarics. 

THE league, formed at Bayonne in r 566 for the ex- Civil wPn 

fcrmination of the protefi-ants, had not been conclud ed fo ot France.. 

fecretly but intelli :: ence of it had reached Conc'e, Co-
ligni, and the other leaders of the hugonot'i; and find-
jn6, that the meafures of the court a~reed with their 
fuCpicions, they determined to prevent the cruel perfidy 
of their euemies, and to {hike a blow before the c thol ics 

were aware of the danrPr. The hugonots, though dif-

perfed over the ·whole kingdom, formed a kind <Jf {(: parate 

empire; and being clofely united, as well by their reli-

gious zeal, as by the dangers to which they were pe1 pe-

.tually expofed, they obeyed \vith entire fubm if1ion the 

ord (; rs of tKeir leaders, and were ready on every ftg,n:1l to 

fly to a rms. The king and queen mother were living in 
great fccurity at l\1onceaux in Brie; when they found 
'themfd ves furroundcd by protefiant troops, which had 

fccr tly marched thither from all quarters; and haJ not a 

pody of Swifs come li)eedily to their relief, and conJutled 
them with great intrepidity t? Paris, they mufr have 

fallen, without refiilance, into t~e hands of the malcon-

t' nts. A batt!e W4.ls afterwards fought in the plains of 

t. 
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c H A P. St. Dennis; where, though the old conftable Montmo

~ rency, the general of the catholics, was killed combating 

l57I• bravely at the head of his troops, the hugonots were 

finally def~ated. Con de, coll eCting his broken forces, 

and receiving a fhong reinforcement from the German 

protefiants, appeared again in the field ; and laying fiege 

to Chartres, a place of great importance, obliged the 

court to agree to a new accommodation. 

So great was the mutual animofity of thofe religionifis, 

that even had the leaders on both fides been ever fo fin· 

cere in their intentions for peace, and repofed ever fo 

much confidence in each other, it would have been d.ffi

cult to retain the people in tranq uiility; much more, 

where fuch extreme jealoufy prevailed, and where the 

court employed every pacification as a fn:1re for their ene

mies. A plan was laid for feizing the perfon of the 

prince and admiral; who narrowly elcaped to Rochelle, 

and fummoned their parti~ans to their affiftance q• The 

(:ivil wars were renewed with greater fury than ever, and 
the parties became frill more ex2.fperated againfi each 

other. The young duke of Anjou, brother to the king, 

commanded the forces ,of the catholics; and fought in 

1569 a gre:1t battle at ] arnac with the hugonots, where 
the prince of Conde was killed, and his army defeated, 

This dif~omfi.ture, with the lofs of fo great a leader, re

duced not the hugonots to defpair. The admiral ilill 
fupported the caufe; and having placed at the head of the 

protcfiants the prince of N avarre, then fix teen years of 

age, and the young prince of Conde, he encouraged the 
party rather to perifh bravely in the field, than ignomi

nioufiy by the hands of the executioner. He colleCted 

fuch numbers, fo determined to endure every extremity, 

that he W<lS enabled to make head againfi: the duke of 

~ Davila, lib. 4• 

.Anjoul 
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Anjou; and being ftrengthened by a new reinforcement C H A P. 

of Germans, he obliged that prince to retreat and to di-~ 
vide his forces. 1571• 

CoLTGNI then laid fiege to Poitiers; and as the eyes 

of all France were fixed on this enterprize, the duke of 

Guife, emulous of the renown, which his father had ac

quired by the defence of Metz, threw himfelf into the 

place, and fo animated the garrifon by his valour and 

conduct, that the admiral was obliged to raife the fiege. 

Such was the commencement of that unrivaled fame and 

grandeur, afLerwards attained by this duke of Guife. 

The attachment, which all the Catholics had borne to his 

father, was immediately transferred to the fon; and men 

pleafcd thcmfelves in comparing all the great and fhining 

qualitie:-:, which feemcd, in a manner, hereditary in that 

family. Equal in affability, in munificence, in addrefs:t 

in cloquenc~, and in every quality, which engages the 

;1ffeB:ions of men; equal alfo in valour, in conduCl:, in 

enterprize, in capacity; there feemed only this difference 

between them, that the fon educated in more turbulent 

times, and finding a greater diffolution of all law and 

order, exceeded the father in ambition and temerity, and 

was engascd in entcrprizes fiill more ddhuCtive to the 

authority of his fovereign and to the repofe of his n~tive 

country. 

ELIZABETH, who kept her attention fixed on th~ civil 

cpmrnotions of France, was nowife pleafed with this new 

rife of her enemies, the Guifes; and being anxious for 

the fate of the proteftants, whofe interefis were connected 

with her own r, {he was engaged 1 notwithftanding her 

averfion from all rebellion, and from all oppofition to the 

will of the fovereign, to give them fecret1 y fome affift

apce. Befides employing her authority with the Gcr

fD~n princes, fhe lent money to the 9-ueen of ~avarre, 

and 
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c H A '· and received fome jewels as pledges for the loan. And 
~ fhe permitted Henry Champernon to levy, and tranfport 

1?71• over into France, a regiment of a hundred gentleme~ 
voluntiers; among whom Waiter Raleigh, then a young 

man, began to difiinguilh himfelf, in that great fchool 

of military valour '. The admiral, con !trained by the 

impatience of his troops, and by the difficulty of fubfi£1:

ing them, fought with the duke of Anjou the battle ~f 

Moncontour in Poitl:ou, where he was wounded and de

feated. The court of France, notwithfranding their fre

quent experience of the obfiiPacy of the hugonots, and 
the vigour of Coligni, vainly flattered themfelves, that 

the force of the rebels was at lafi finally annihilated; and 

they neg1eCl:ed farther preparations againfr a foe, who, 

fhey thought, could never more become dangerous. 

They were furprized to hear, trat this leader had appear

ed, without difmay, in another quarter of the kingdom; 

had encouraged the young princes, whom he governed, 

to like confrancy ; had affem b~ed an army ; had taken 

the field ; and w~s even frrong enough to threaten Paris. 

The public finances, dimini£hed by the continued difor

ders of the kingdom, and wafted by fo many fruitlefs 

military enterprizes, could no longer bear the charge of 

a new armament; and the king, notwithfianding his ex

treme animofity againft the hugonots, was obliged, in 

I5iO, to conclude an accommodat;on with them, to 

grant them a pardon f9r all p<1fr offences, and to rene"Y 

the ecliEts for liberty of co1fcicnce. 

THoUGH a paci~cltion was iec,mingly concluded, the 

mind of Charles w::s no wife reconciled to his rebellious 

fubjeCl:s; and this accommodation, like all the foregoing; 

was nothing but a feare, by which the perfidious court 
~ad projected to dcfiroy at once, without danger, all its 

formidable enemies. As the two young princes, the ad-

tnira1, 
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tniral, and the other leaders of the hugonots, inRrutled~ H A P. 

by paft experience, difcovered an extreme di:fl:rufi: of the~ 
king's intentions, and kept themfelves in fecurity, at a 1571. 

<Jifiance, all poffible artifices were employed to remove 
their apprehenfions, and convince them of the fincerity 
of the new counfels, which feemed to be embraced. The 
terms of the peace were religioufly obferved to them; the 
toleration was :fhicl:ly maintained; all attempts, made by 
the zealous catholics to infringe it, were puniihed with 
feverity; offices, and favours, and honours were befl:ow-
ed on the principal nobility among the protefl:ants; and 
the king and council every where declared, that, tired of 
civil diforders, and convinced of the impoffibility of 

. forcing men's confciences, they were thenceforth deter
mined to allow every one the free exercife of his religion. 

AMoNG the other artifices, employed to lull the pro
tefiants into a fatal fecurity, Charles affeCl:ed to enter into 
dofe connections with Elizabeth ; and as it feemed not 
the intereft of France to forward the union of the two. 
kingdoms of Great Britain, that princefs the more eafily 
flattered herfelf, that the French monarch would prefer 
her friendihip to that of the queen of Scots. The better 
to deceive her, propofals of marriage were made her with 
the duke of Anjou; a prince whofe youth, beauty, and 
reputation for valour might nJturally be fuppofed to re
commend him to a woman, who had appeared not alto
gether infcnfible to thcfc endowments. The queen 
immediately founded on this ofFer the projeB: of deceiving 
-the court of France; and being intent on that artifice, fhe 
]aid herfelf the more open to be deceived. Negociations 
were entered into with rrgard to the marriage; terms of 
the contraCl: were propofcd; difficulties fl:arted and re
moved; and the two courts equal1y infinccrc, though 
not equally culpable, feerncd to approach every day nearer 
to each ether in their demands and concc.ffions. The great 

obfl:ade 
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C H A P. oblhcle feemed to lie in adj uH:ing the difference of reli .. 
. ~ gion; becaufe Elizabeth, who recommended toleration to 

1571• Charles, was determined not to grant it in her own do
minions, not even to her hufband; and the duke of Anjou 
feemed unwilling to fubmit, for the fake of interefr, to 

the di!honour of an apofiacy t, 
THE artificial politics of Elizabeth never triumphed fo 

much in any contrivances as in thofe which were con· 

joined with her coquetry; and as her character in this 

particular was generally known, the court of France 
thought, that they might, without danger of forming 

any final conclufi.on, venture the farther in their concef

fions and offers to her. The queen alfo had other motives 

for diffimulation. Befides the advanta~ e of difcouraging 

Mary's partizans by the profpeet of an alliance between 

France and England, her fi.tuation with Philip demanded 

her utmofr vigilance and attention; and the violent 

4uthority, eflablifhed in the Low Countries, made her 
defirous of fortifying herfelf even with the bare appea:ance 

of a new confederacy. 

Aff.,irs of THE theological controverfies, which had long agitated 

th~ Low Europe, had, from the beginning, penetrated into the Low 
Countries. 

Countries; and as thefe provinces maintained an cxten .. 

five commerce, they had early received from every king
dom, with which they correfponded, a tind:ure of 

religious innovation. An opinion at that time prevailed, 

which had been zea:oufly propagated . by pridb, and 

implicitly received by fovercigns; that herefy was clolely 
conneCled with rebellion, and that every great or vio

lent alteration in the church involved a like revolution 

in the civil government. 'The forward zeal of the 

reformers would feldom allow them to wait the confent 

of the magiflrate to their innovations : They became lefs 

t Camden, p. 433• Daviia, lib, 5• Digges's Complete AmbafJ; 

Jl• 84. 1101 Illo 
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tiutiful when oppofed and punilhed : And though their C H A P • 

. pretended fpirit of reafoning and enquiry was in reality~~ 
nothing but a new fpecics of implicit faith, the prince 1571· 

took the alarm; as if no infiitutions could be fecure from 
the temerity of their refearches. The emperor Charles, 
who purpofcd to augment his authority under pretence of 
defending the catholic faith, eafily adopted thefe politi-
cal principles; and notwithfhnding the limited preroga-
tive, which he polfdfed in the Netherlands, he publilhed 
the mofr arbitrary, fevere, and tyrannical edicts againft 
the protefiants; and he took care that the execution of 
them lhou1d be no lels violent and fanguinary. He was 
neither cruel nor bigotted in his natura] difpolition; yet 
an hifiorian, celebrated for moderation and caution, has · 

computed, that, in the fevcral perfecutions promoted by 
that monarch, no lefs than a hundred thoufand perfons 
perilhed by the hands of the executioner u. But thefe 
fevere remedies, far from anfwering the purpofes in-
tended, had rather ferved to augment the numbers as well 
as zeal of the reformers; and the magi{hates of the feveral 
towns, feeing no end of thofe b::nbarous executions, felt 
their humanity rebel againfi their principles, _and declined 
any farther perfecution of the new doCl:rines. 

WHEN Philip fucccedcd to his father's dominions, the 
Flemings were j ufiJy alanr.cd with new apprehenfions; 
left their prince, obferving the lenity of the magiftrates, 
lhould take the execution of the edicrs from fuch remifs 
hands, and fhould dh )lilh the inquifition in the Low 
Countries, accomp;mied with all die iniquities and bar
barities which attended it in Spain. The fevere and un
relenting character of the ma1;, his profe!fed attachment 
to Spanifn manners, the inflexible bigotry of his princi-

u Grotii Anml. lib. I. Father Plu!, anotqer gr·at au~hority, com;>Utes 

in a pa!fage above cit~d, that <o,coo ocllons W\'r~ put to d~o~th in the Low 
. Ccuntrics alon:. ~ • · 

pies; 
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c H A P. pies; all thefe circumfi:ances encreafed their terror: A11& 
~when he departed the Netherlands, with a known inten· 

157 r. tion never to return, the difgufr of the inhabitants was 

extremely augmented, and their dread of thofe tyrannical 

orders, which their fovereign, furrounded with Spanifh 

minifiers, would iffue from his tabinet at Madrid. He left 

the d utchefs of Parma, governefs of the Low Countries ; 

and the plain good fenfe and good temper of that princefs, 

had £he been entrufred with the fole power, would have 

preferved the fubmiffion of thofe opulent provinces, which 

were loft from that refinement of treacherous and barba
rous politics, on which Philip fo highly valued himfelf. 

The Flernings found, that the name alone of regent 

remained with the dutchefs; that Cardinal Granville en~ 

tircly poffeffed the king's confidence; that attempts were 

every day made on their liberties; that a refolution was 

taken never more to affemble the fiates; that new 

biilioprics were arbitrarily erected, in order to enforce the 

execution of the perfecuting editl:s; and that, on the 

whole, they mufi expect to be reduced to the condition of 

a province under the Spanilh monarchy. The difcontents 

of the nobility gave countenance to the complaints of the 

gentry, which encouraged the mutiny of the populace; 

and all orders of men lhowed a firong difpofition to revolt. 

Affociations were formed, tumultuary petitions prefented, 

names of difi:intl:ion &£fumed, badges of party difpJaycd; 
and the current of the people, impelled by religious zeal, 
and irritated by feeble rcflf:ance, rofc to fuch a height, 
that, in feveral towns, particularly in Antwerp, they made 
an open invafion on the efbblifhed wodhip, pillaged the 

churches and monafrcricE, broke the images, and corn· 

111ittcd the mofi unwarrantable diforders. 
THE wifer part of the nobility, particularly the prince 

of Orange, and the counts Egmont and Horn, were 
alarmed at thefe cxccfies, to which their own Jifcontents 

had 
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hatl at firfi given countenance; and feconding the wifdom C 1-t A P • 
.r Ir • XL. 

of the governefs, they 1Upprened the dai1gerous mfurrec-.___,__..; 
tions, punifhed the ringleaders, and reduced all the pro .. '1571o 

vinces to a fiate of order and fubmiffion. But Philip was 

not contented with the re-efhblifhment of his ancient au-
thority: He confidered, that provinces, fo remote from the 

feat of government, could not be ruled by a liri1ited pre

rogative; and that a prince, who mufi entreat rather thaa 
command, would neceffarily, when he refided not among 
the people, feel every day a diminution of his po•.ver and 
influence. He determined, therefore, to lay hold of the 
late popular diforders as a pretence for entire! y aboli!hing 
the privileges of the Low Country provinces; and for 
ruling them thenceforth with a military and arbitrary 

authority. 

IN the execution of this violent defign) he employed a 

man, who was a proper infirument in the hands of fuch 

a tyrant. Ferdinand of Toledo, duke of Alva, had been 
educated amidH arms; and having attained a confummate 
knowledge in the military art, his habits led him to tranf
fer into all government the fevere difcipline of a camp, 
and to conceive no meafures between prince and fubjeet, 

but thofe of rigid command and implicit obedience. This 
general, in 1568, conducted from Italy to the Low 
Countries a powerful body of veteran Spaniards; and hi~ 
avowed animofity to the Flemings, with his kno\\'n cha .. 
racrer, firuck that whole people with terror and confier
nation. It belongs not to our fubjcct to relate at length 
thofe violences, which Alva's natural barbarity, fieeled 
by refleCl:ion, and aggravated by infolence, excrcifed ori 
thofe flourifhing provinces. It fuffices to fay, that all 
their privileges, the gift of fo many princes, and the in· 
heritance of fo many ages, were openly and expref::.ly 
abollihed by ediB: ; arbitrary and fanguinary tribunals 
creB:ed ; the counts Egmont and Horn, in fpite of their 

V et. V, 0 grea 
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C H A P. great merits and pafl: fervices, brought to the fcaffold; 

~multitudes of all ranks thrown into confinement, and 

·J57·'· thence de1ivered over to the executioner: And notwith· 

ftandi!lt; the peaceable fubmiffion of all men, noth!ng 

w:1s heard of but-confifcation, imprifonment, exile, tCJr

ture, and death. 

ELIZABETH was equally difpleafed to fee the progrefs 

of that fchcme, laid for the extermination of the pro

teflants, and to obferve the erdlion of fo great a mili

tary power, in a fiate fituated in fo near a neighbour

hood. She gave protetl:ion to all the Flemiih exiles who 

took fhelter in her dominions; and as many of thefe 

were the mofl: indufirious inhabitants of the· Netherlands, 

and had rendered that country celebrated for its arts, fue 

reaped the advantage of introducing into Englanu fame 

ufeful manufaCl:urcs, which were formerly unknown in 

that kingdom. Forefe .. ing that the violent government of 

Alva could not long fubfifi without exciting forne commo

tion, fhe ventured to commit an infult upon him, which 

fhe would have bcLn cautious not to hazard again!l: a more 

efiablilhed authority. Some Genoefe merchants had en· 

gaged, by contract with Philip, to tranfport into Flanders 

the fum of four hundred thoufand crowns; and the vef

fels, on which this money was embarked, had been at· 

~eked in the Channel by fome privateers equipped by the 

French Hugonots, and had taken fhelter in Plymouth 

and Southampton. ~ The commanders of the lhips pre

tended, that the money belonged to the king of Spain; 

but the queen, finding, upon enqu1ry, that it was the 

property of Genoefe merchants, took pofTeffion of it as a 

loan; and by that means deprived the duke of Alva of 

this refource in the time of his greateft neceffity. Ah~, 

in revenge, feized all the Englith merchants in the Low 
·Countries, threw them into prifon, and confifcated their 

efFeCts. The queen retaliated by. a like violence on the 

Flcmifll 
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lemifh and Spanilh merchants; and gave all the Eng .. C H A P. 
XL. 

lilh liberty to make reprizals on the fubjeCts of Philip. ~ 
THESE differences were afterwards accommodated by 1571• 

treaty, and mutual reparations were made to the mer
chants: But nothing could repair the lofs, which fo 
well-timed a blow inflitted on the Spanifh government in 
the Low Countries. Alva, in want of money, and dread-
ing the immediate mutiny of his troops, to whom great 
arrears were due, impofed by his arbitrary will the moft 
ruinous taxes on the people. He not only required the 
hundredth penny, and the twentieth of all immoveable 

. goods: He alfo demanded the tenth of all moveable 
goods on every fale; an abfurd tyranny, which would 
not only have defl:royed all arts and commerce, but even 
have refl:rained the common intercourfe of life. The 
people r~fufed compliance: The duke had recourfe to 
his ufual expedient of the gibbet: And thus matters came 
fl:ill 'nearer the la:ll: extremities between the Flemings and 
the Spaniards w. 

ALL the enemies of Elizabeth, in order to revenge 
themfelves for her infults, had naturally recourfe to 
one policy, the fupporting of the caufe and pretenfions 
of the q ucen of Scots; and AI va, whofe meafures were 
ever violent, foon opened a fecret intercourfe with that 
princefs. There was one Rodolphi, a Florentine mer
chant, who had refided about fifteen years in London, 
and who, while he conduCted his commerce in England, 
had managed all the correfpondence of the court of Rome 
with the catholic nobility and gentry\ He had been 
thrown into prifon at the time when the duke of Nor

folk's intrigues with l\.1ary had been difcovered; but ei
ther no proof was found again:ll: him, or the part which 
he had aCted, was not \'ery criminal; and he foon after 

w Bentivog'io, part I. lib. v, Camden, p. 416. 
S:ate Trials, vol. i . p. 87. 

x Lelley, p. 123, • 
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C H A P. recovered his liberty. This man, zealous for the catho

~ lie faith, bad formed a fcheme, in concert with trie 

1571. Spanilh amba:flador, for fubverting the government, by 
a foreign invafion and a domefiic infurrcCtion; and when 

he communicated his projecr, by letter, to Mary, he 

found, that, as fhe was now fully convinced of Eliza
beth's artifices, and defpaired of ever recovering her au· 

thority, or even her liberty, by pacific meafures, fhe 

willingly gave her concurrence. The great number of 

difcontented Catholics were the chief fource of their hopes 

on the fide of England; and they alfo obferved, that 

the kingdom was, at that time,_ full of indigent gentry, 

chiefly younger brothers, whoi having at prefent, by the 

late decay of the church, and t?e yet Ianguifhing· fl:ate 

of commerce, no proffeB:: trf -a livelihood fuitable to 

their birth, were ready to tl~~ow themfelves into any 

defperate cnterprize v. But iu order to infpire life and 

courage into all thefe malcont~nts, it was requifite, that 

fome great nobleman ihould put himfelf at their head; 

and no one appeared to Rodolphi, and to the bifhop of 

Rofs, who entered into all thefe intrigue~, fo proper, 

both on account of his power and his popularity, as the 

duke of Norfolk. 
THIS nobleman, when releafed from confinement in 

the Tower, had given his promife, that he would drop 

all intercourfe with the queen of Scots z; but finding 

that he had lofr, and, as he feared, beyond recovery, the 

confidence and favour of Elizabeth, and being ftill, in 

fome degree, refirained from his liberty, he was tempt· 

ed, by impatience and defpair, to violate his word, and 

to open anew his correfpondence with the captive prin· 

cefs a. A promife of marriage was renewed between 

them; the duke engaged to enter into all her interefis; 

Y Ldley, p. lZJ• 

vel, i, p. 102.. 

z Haynes, p. 571. a State Trials, 

and 
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and as his remorfes gradually diminiihed in the courfe of C T~t. P. 

thefe tranfacHons, he was pulhed to give his confent to~ 
enterprizes frill more criminal. Rodolphi's plan was, l57x. 

that the duke of Alva 1hould, on fame other pretence, 

affemble a great quantity of 1hipping in the Low Coun-
tries; fhou1d tranfport a body of fix thou fand foot, and 
four thoufand horfe, into England ; 1hould land them at 
Harwich, where the duke of Norfolk was to join them 
with all his friends; fhould thence march direClly to 
London, and oblige the queen to fubmit to whatever 

terms the confpirators fhould pleafe to impofe upon 
her b. Norfolk expreffcd his affent to this plan; and 
three letters, in confequence of it, were written in his 
name by Rodolphi, one to Alva, another to the pope, 
.and a third to the king of Spain; but the duke, appre-
henfive of the danger, refufed to fign them c. He 011ly 
fent to the Spaniih ambaffador a fervant and confident, 
named Barker, as well to notify his concurrence in the 
plan, as to vouch for the authenticity of thefe letters; 
and Rodolphi, having obtained a letter of credence from 
the ambalfador, proceeded on his journey to Bruffels and 
to Rome. The duke of Alva and the pope embraced 
the fcheme with alacrity : Rodolphi informed Nor folk of 
their intentions d : And every thing feemed to concur in 
forwarding the undertaking. 

NOR FOLK, notwithftanding thefe criminal enterprize!-', 
had never entirely forgotten his duty to his fovereign, his 
country, and his religion; and though he had laid the 
plan both of an invafion and an inCurreCtion, he fiill Bat
tered himfelf, that the innocence of his intentions would 
j uftify the violence of his meafures, and that, as he aimed 

at nothing but the liberty of the queen of Scots, and 
the obtaining of .Eli1-abeth's con(cnt to his man·ia~e, he 

b Leflev, p. J SS· State Trials, vol. i. p 86, 87. o L: fley, 

f• fS9• 161, Camden, p. 43t• d State Tnals1 \'O}.i, p. 93• 
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C H A P. could not jufily reproach himfelf as a rebel and a traitote• 
XL. fid - h ' . '-:--v---' It is certain, however, that, con 1 enng t e queens V1-

l57I· gour and fpirit, the fcheme, if fucce~sful, mufi finally 
have ended in dethroning her; and her authority was 

here expofed to the utmofi: danger. 
THE confpiracy hitherto had entirely efcaped .the vigi

lance of Elizabeth, and that of fecretary Cecil, who 
l10W bore the title of lord Burleigh. It was from ano .. 
ther attempt of Norfolk's, that they firfr obtained a hint, 
which, being diligently traced, led at lafl: to a full difco
very. Mary had intended to fend a fum of money to 
lord Berries, and her partizans in Scotland ; and Nor
folk undertook to have it delivered to Bannifier, a fer
vant of his, at that time in the north, who was to find 
fome expedient for conveying it to lord Herries r. He 

entrufied the money to a fervant who was not in the 
fecret, and told him, that the bag contained a fum of 
money in filver, which he was to deliver to Bannifter 

with a letter: But the fervant, conjecturing from the 
weight and fize of the bag, that it was full of gold, car
ried the letter to Burleigh; who immediately ordered 
Bannifier, Barker, and Hicford, the duke's fecretary, to 
pe put under arrefr, and to undergo a fevere examina

tion. Torture made them confefs the whole truth; and 
as Hicford, though ordered to burn all papers, had 
carefully kept them concealed under the mats of the 
du~e's chamber, and under the tiles of the houfe, full 
~vidence now appeared againfl: his mafier g. Norfolk 
himfdf, who was entirely ignorant of the difcoveries 
p1ade by his fervants, was brought before the council; 
and though exhorted to atone for his guilt by a full con
feffion, he perfified in ~enying every crime, with which 

e Lefley, P• 158. f Ibid. P• 169. Stlte Trials, vol. i. p. 87, 
Camden, p. 434· Digges, !?• 134. IJ7• 140, Stryp", vol. ii. p. Sa. 
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l1e was charged. The queen always declared, that ifC H A P. 
' XL. 

he had given her this proof of his fincere repentance, ·-----.r---1 
1he would have pardoned all his former_offences h ; but •57 1• 

finding him obfrinate, 1he committed him to the Tower, 

and ordered him to be brought to his trial. The bi.lhop 

of Rofs had, on fome fufpicion, been committed to 

cufiody before the difcovery of Norfolk's guilt; <md 

every expedient was employed to make him reveal his 

fhare in the confpiracy. He at firfi infifred on his pri-

vilege; but he was told, that, as his mi:lhefs was no 

longer a fovereign, he would not be regarded as an am-

baffador, and that, e\'en if that charaCter were allowed, 

it did not warrant him in confpiring againfi the fovereign 

at whofe court he refided i, As he frill refufed to an-

fwer interrogatories, he was informed of the confeffion. 

made by Norfolk's fervants; after which he no longer 

fcrupled to make a full difcovery; and his evidence put 1572• 

the guilt of that nobleman beyond all queftion. A jury nth Jan. 
of twenty-five peers unanimoufly paffed fentence upon ~~1% 1~~ 
him. T'he trial was quite regular, e\·en according to . 

the frriCl: rules obferved at prefent in thefe matters ; ex-

cept that the witneffes gave not their evidence in court, 

and were not confronted with the prifoner: 4 laudable 

praCtice, which was not at that time obferved in tri~ls 

for high treafon. 
THE queen frill hefitated concerning Norfolk's execu

tion; whether that fne was really moved by fri~ndlhip 

and compaffiion towards a peer of that rank and merit, or 
that, affeCl:ing the praite of clemency, :lhe only put on the 
appearance of thefe fentiments. ]'wice fhe figned a war

rant for his execution, and twice revoked the fatal feit

tencek,; and though her minifiers and counfel!ors pulhcd her, 

h LeOey, p. 17 5• i Ibid. p. 189. Srotfwood, k Carte, 

P• 527. from Fenelon's Difpatches. Digges, p. x66, Strype, vo!, ii. p. S3. 
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c H A P. to rigour, lhe frill appeared irrefolute and undetermined; 
~After four months hefitation, a parliament was affem-

1572· bled· and the commons addreifed her, in :fi:rong terms, 
His execu- ' · • 
tion, for the execution of the duke; a fanC:bon, whtch, when 

8th May. added to the greatnefs and certainty of his guilt, would, 

{he thought, jufiify, in the eyes of all mankind, her 
1everitv againfi that nobleman. Norfolk died with calm

nefs and confiancy; and though he cleared himfelf of 
;&I June. any dif1oya1 intentions againfl: the q uecn's authority, he 

acknowledged the jufl:ice of the fentence, by which he 

fuffered '. That we may relate together affairs of a fimi
lar nature, we {hall mention, that the earl of Northum• 

berland, being delivered up to the queen by the regent 

of Scotland, was alfo, a few months after, brought to 
the fcaffold for his rebellion. 

THE queen of Scots was either the occafion or the 

caufe of all thcfe difiurbances; but as lhe was a fove
reign princefs, and might reafonably, from the hadh 
treatment which fhe had met with, think herfelf en
titled to ufe any expedient for her relief, Elizabeth dudl 
not, as yet, form any refolution of proceeding to extre
mities againfr her. She only fent lord Delawar, Sir Ralph 

~adler, Sir Thomas Bromley, and Dr. Wilfon, to expo

fiulate with her, and to demand fatisfaetion for all thofe 

parts of her conduCt:, which, from the beginning of her 
life, had given difpleafure to Elizabeth: Her afl'uming the 
firms of ~ngland, refufing to ratify the treaty of Edin~ 

burgh, intending to marry Norfolk without the queen's 
~onfent, concurring in the northern rebellion m, praetif· 
ing with Rodolphi to engage the king of Spain in an 
invafi,on of England", procuring the pope's bull of ex

{:91J1mU!lic~t!on~ apd ~llowin~ her friends abroad to give 

I Clmdeo, p. 440. Strype, vol. ii. App. p. z 3• m Digges, p. 16. 
¥07· .. Strype, yol. iJ. f• ~~, ~z, n !bid. p. 191', ~cS, ,_09• Strypr, 
V9~· u, f· '¥'• ~ !! 
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her the title of queen of England. Mary jufiified herfe]f c H A P. 

from the feveral articles of the charge, either by denying~ 
the fatls imputed to her, or by throwing the blame on 157"· 
others 0

• But the queen was little fatisfied with her 
apology; and the parliament was fo enraged againfl: her, 
that the commons made a direCt application for her im ... 

mediate trial and execution. They employed fome topics 
derived from pratl:ice, and reafon, and the laws of na-
tions; but the chief fl:tefs was laid on palfages and ex-
amples from the Old Tefiament P, which, if confidered 
as a general rule of condu8 (an intention which it is 
unreafonable to fuppofe ), would lead to confequences de-· 
ftrueti\'e of all principles of humanity and morality. 
M~tters were here carried farther than Elizabeth intend-
ed ; and that princefs, fatisfied with 1hewing Mary the 
.difpofition of the nation, fent to the houfe her exprefs 
commands not to deal any farther at prefent in the af-
fair of the Scottifh queen ll, Nothing could be a fironger 
proof, that the puritanical interefi prevailed in the houfe, 
than the intemperate ufe of authorities derived from 
fcripture, efpecially from the Old Tefiament; and the 
queen was fo little a lover of that feet, that 1he was not 
likely to make any conceffion merely in deference to their 
folicitation. She 1hewed, this feffion, her difapproba-
tion of their fchemes in another remarkable infiance. 
The commons had paired two bills, for regulating ecde-
fiafl:ical ceremonies; but fhe fent them a like imperious 
meffage with her former ones; and by the terror of her 
prerogative, 1he £topped all farther proceeding in thofe 
matters r. 

BuT though Elizabeth would not carry matters to 
fuch extremities againfr Mary, as were recommended by 
the parliament, 1he was alarmed at the great intereft and 

o Camden, p. 44~. P D'Ewes, p, 2071 z.o8
1 
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C H A P . the reftlefs fpirit of that princefs, as well as her clofe 

~conneCtions with Snain; and :lhe thought it neceffary 

JS7 2 • both to encreafe the rigour and frriCl:nefs of her confine .. 

ment, and to follow maxims, different from thofe which 

:lhe had hitherto purfued, in her management of Scot

land s. That kingdom remained frill in a frate of anarchy. 

Scotch af- The cafl:le of Edinburgh, commanded by Kirkaldy of 
fair~ Grange, had declared for Mary; and the lords of that 

party, encouraged by his countenance, had taken poffef

fion of the capital,. and carried on a vigorous war againff: 

the regent. By a fudden and unexpeCl:ed inroad, they 

feized that nobleman at Stirling; but finding that his 

friends, [allying from the caftle, were likely to refcue 

him, they infrantly put him to death. The earl of Marre 

was chofen regent in his room; and found the fame dif

ficulties in the government of that divided country He 
was therefore glad to accept of the mediation, offered 

by the French and Engli!h amhafi"adors; and to con

clude on equal terms a truce with the qucen's party t, 

He was a man of a free and generous fpirit, and [corned 

to fubmit to any dependance on Eng1and; and for this 

reafon Elizabeth, who had then formed intimate con

nexions with France, yielded with lefs reluctance to. 

the folicitations of that court, frill maintained the ap

pearance of neutrality between the parties, and allowed 

matters to remain on a balance in Scotland 1
• But af

fairs foon after took a new turn: lVlarre died of melan· 

choly, with which the difiratl:ed frate of the country 

affctl:ed him : Morton was chofen regent; and as this 

nobleman had fccretly t:1ken all his meafures with Eliza· 

b~h, who no longer relied on the fricnd!hip of the 

French court, :lhe refol ved to exert herfelf more effeetu• 

ally fc;>r the fupport of the party, which !he had always 

I Digges, P• J s~· 

165. 169• 
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favoured. She fent Sir Henry Killegrew ambaffador to C H A P. 

Scotland, who found Mary's partizans fo difcouraged by~ 
the difcovery and punifhment of Norfolk's confpiracy, 157z. 

that they were glad to fubmit to the kir.g's authoriJy, and 
accept of an indemnity for a11 pafi offences x. The duke 
of Chatelrault and the <:.ad of Huntley, with the moft 
confiderable of Mary's friends, laid down their arms on 
thefe conditions. The garrifon alone of the cafrle of 
Edinburgh continued refratl:ory. Kirkaldy's fortunes 
were defpera'Le; and he flattered himfelf with the hopes of 
recei\'ing affiflance from the kings of France and Spain, 
who encouraged his obfiinacy, in the view of being able, 
from that quarter, to give difiurbance to England. 
Elizabeth was· alarmed with the danger; fhe no more 

apprehended making an entire breach with the queen of. 
Scots, who, fhe found, would not any longer be amufed 
by her artifices; {he had an implicit reliance on Morton; 
and fue faw, that, by the fu bmiffion of all the confidera-
ble nobility, the pacification of Scotland would be an 
eafy, as well as a mofi: important undertaking. She or-
dered, therefore, Sir William Drury, governor of Ber-
wic, to march with fome troops and artillery to Edinburgh, 
and to befiege the cafi:ler. The garrifon furrendered at 
difcretion: Kirkaldy was delivered into the hands of his 
countrymen, by whom he was tri~d, condemned, and 
executed: Secretary LiJington, who had taken part with 
him, died foon after, a voluntary death, as is fuppofc.:l; 
and Scotland, fubmitting entirely to the regent, gave 
not, during a long time, any f:uther inquietude to Eli-
zabeth. 

THE events, which hap1)encd in France, were not F. h f. 
renc a_ 

fo agreeable to the queen's intcrefi:s and inclinations. fairs. 

The fallacious pacifications, which had been fo often 
made with the hugonots, gave them reafon t~ fufpect the 

x Spotfwood, p. 26~. Y Camden, p. 449· 

prefcn~ 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. prefent intentions of the court; and after all the other 
XL d · d . d ~leaders of that party were ecetve m to a angerous cre-

Is7z• dulity, the fagacious admiral fiill remained doubtful and 

uncertain. But his fufpicions were at lafi overcome, 

partly by the profound diffimulation of Charles, partly 

by his own earnefi defire to end the miferies of France, 

and return again to the performance of his duty towards 

his prince and country. He confidered befides, that, as 

the former violent condutl: of the court had ever met with 

fuch fatal (uccefs, it was not unlikely, that a prince, wbo 

had newly come to years of di(cretion, and appeared not 

to be rivetted in any dangerous animofities or prejudices, 

would be induced to govern himfelf by more moderate 

maxims. And as Charles was young, was of a paffionate 

hafiy temper, and addiCl.ed to pleafure z, fuch deep per

fidy feemed either remote from his charatl:er, or difficult 

and almofi impoffible to be fo uniformly fupported by 
him. Moved by thefe confiderations, the admiral, the 

queen of N<\varre, and all the hugonots began to repofe 

themfelves in full fecurity, and gave credit to the trea

cherous careffes and profeffions of the French court. Eli

zabeth herfelf, notwithfl:anding her great experience and 

penetration, entertained not the leafi: di£hufi of Charles's 

fincerity, and being pleafed to find her enemies of the 

houfe of Guife removed from all authority, and to obferve 

an animofity every day growing between the French and 

uth April. Spanifh monarchs, fhe concluded a defenfive league with 

the former a, and regarded this alli4nce as an invincible 

harrier to her throne. Walfingham, her amba£fador, fent 

her over, by every courier, the mofi fatisfatl:ory acco~nts 

of the honour, and plain-dealing, and fidelity of that 

perfidious prince. 

THE better to blind the jealous huo-onots and draw 

their leaders into the f1~are prepared f~r them, Charles 

:r- Diggl's, p. i. 39, a <;amden, p. 44J• 
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offered his fifl:er, Margaret, in marriage to the prince ofC H A _ P. 

Navarre; and the admiral, with all the confiderable no-~:._, 
bility of the party, had come to Paris, in order to affifr 157~. 
at the celebration of thcfe nuptials, which, it was hoped, 
would finally, if not compofe the differences, at leaft ap-

peafe the bloody animofity of the two religions. The 
queen of N avarre was poifoned by orders from the court; 
the admiral was dangeroufl y wounded by an aiE1ffin: Yet 
Charles, redoubling his diffimulation, W:lS fiill able to 
retain the hugonots in their fecurity: Till en the evening ztt-th Au:. 

of ~t. Bartholomew, a few days after the marriage, the 
fignal was given for a general maifacre of thof..-: religion-
ills, and the king himfelf in perfon led the way to thefe 
aifaffinations. The hatred, long entertained by the Pa- Malfacre of 

rifians againfr the protefrants, made them fecond, without Paris. 

any preparation, the fury of the court; and perfons of 
every condition, age, and fex, fufpeB:ed of any propenfiry 
to that religion, were involved in an undifiinguilhed ruin. 
The admiral, his fon-in-law Teligni, Soubize, Roche
foucault, Pardaillon, Piles, Lavardin; men, who, during 
the late wars, had fignalized themfelves by the moft he-
roic aCtions, were miferably butchered without refiftance; 
the fl:reets of Paris flowed with blood; and the people, 
more enraged than fatiated with their cruelty, as if re-
pining that death had faved the viCl:ims from farther in-
fult, exercifed on their dead bodies all the rage of the 
mofi: licentious brutality. About five hundred gentlemen 
and men of rank perilhed in this maifacre; and near ten 
thoufand of inferior condition b. Orders were infl:antl.Y 
difpatched to all the provinces for a like general execu-
tion of the proteftants; and in Rouen, Lyons, and many 
other cities, the people emulated the fury of the capital. 
Even the murder of the king of Navarre, and prince of 
Concle, had been propofed by the duke of Guife; but 

b Davila, lib. v, 
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c H A P Charles, foftened by the amiable manners of the king of 
XL. . h h r. . • h r.l 
~ N avarre, and hopwg t at t e1e young pnnces mtg t ea11 y 

1572. be converted to the catholic faith, determined to fpare 

their lives, though he obliged them to purchafe their 

fafety by a fecming change of their religion. 

CHARLES, in order to cover this barbarous perfidy, 

pretended, that a confpiracy of the hugonots to feize his 
perfon had been fuddenl-y detected; and that he had been 

neceffitated, for his own defence, to proceed to this fe
verity againfi: them. He fent orders to Fenelon, his am

bafiador in England, to afk an audience, and to give 

Elizabeth this account of the late tranfaetion. That mi
uifier, a man of probity, abhorred the treachery and cru· 

elty of his court, and even fcrupled not to declare, that 

he was now afhamed to bear the name of Frenchman c; 

yet he was obliged to obey his orders, and make ufe of 

the apology, which had been prefcribed to him. He met 

with that reception from all the courtiers, which, he knew, 

the conduct of his maf!::er had fo well merited. Nothing 

could be more awful and affeB:ing than the folemnity of his 

audience. A melancholy forrow fat on every face: Silence, 

as in the dead of night, reigned through all the chambers 

of the royal apartment: The courtiers and ladies, clad 
in deep mourning, were ranged on each fide, and allowed 

him to pafs, without affording him one falute or favour
able look; till he was admitted to the queen herfeJfd, 

That princefs ret;:eived him with a more eafy, if not a 

more gracious countenance; and heard his apology, with· 

out difcovering any vifiblc fymptoms of indignation. She 
then told him, that though, on the firf!:: rumour of thii 

dreadful intelligence, .!he had been afl:onilhed, that fo 

many brave men and loyal fubjeB:s, who refled fecure on 

the faith of their fovereign, fhould have been fuddenly 

butchered in fo barbarous a manner; .!he had hitherto 

t Digges, p. '-47• d Carte1 vol. iii. p. s:u, from Fenelon•s Difpatchd. 
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fufpended her judgment, ·till farther and more certain c H A P. 

information fhould be brought lier; .'l'hat, the account,~ 
which he had . given, even if founded on no mifrake or 157~· 
bad information; though it mignt allevidte, would by no 
means remove the blame of the king's counfellors, or 
jufiify the ftrange irregularity of their proceedings: That 
the fame force, Which, without refifiance, had maffacred 
fo many defcncelefs men, could eafily have fecured their 
perfons, and have referved them for a trial, and for pu-
niihment by a legal fentence, which would have diftin-
igui!hed tHe innocent from the guilty: That the admiral 
in particular, being dangeroufly wounded, and environed 
by the guards of the king, on whofe protection he feemed 
entirely to rely, haa no means of efcape, and might furely, 
before his death, nave been convicted of the crimes im-

puted to him: Tnat it was more worthy of a fovereign 
to referve in his own hands the fword of juftice, than to 
commit it to blo<?dy murderers, who; being the declared 
and mortal enemies of the perfons accufcd, employed it 
without mercy and without diftinCl:ion: That if thefe 
fentiments were juft, even fuppofing the confpiracy of 
the proteftants to be real; how much more fo, if that 

crime was a calumny of their enemies, invented for 
their defiruction? 1"'hat if, upon enquiiy, the inno-
cence of thefc unhappy victims ihould afterwards ap-
pear, it was the king's duty to turn his vengeance on their 
defamers, who had .thus cruelly abufed his confidence, 
had murdered fo many of his brave fubjetl:s, and had done 
what in them lay to cover him with evcrlafiing difhonour: 
And that for her part, fhe lliould form her judgment of 
his intentions by his fu bfequent conduCt; and in tlie 
mean time :lhould atl: as defired by the ambaffador, and 
rather pity than blame his mafier for the extremities, to 
,rhich he had been carried e. 

3 ELIZABETH 
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c H A P. ELIZABETH was fully fenfible of the dangerous fitua .. 
~ tion, in which Lhe now ftood. In the maffacre of Paris, 

1577.· fhe faw the refult of that general confpiracy, formed for 

the extermina,tion of the protefiants; and lhe knew, 

that lhe herfelf, as the head and proteCt:refs of the new 

religion, was expofed to the utmoft fury and refentment 

of the catholics. The violence and cruelty of the Spa

niards in the Low Countries was another branch of the 

fame confpiracy; and as Charles and Philip, two princes 

nearly allied in perfidy and barb;uity, as well as in bigo
try, had now laid afide their pretended quarrel, and had 

avowed the moll entire friendlhip f, lhe had reafon, as foon 

as they had appeafed their dome.!l:ic corn motions, to dread 

the efFeCl:s of their united counfels • . The duke of Guife 

alfo and his family, whom Charles, in order to deceive 

the admirc1l, had hitherto kept at a diftance, had now ac

quired an open and entire afcendant in the court of France; 

~md lhe was fenfible, that thefe princes, from perfonal as 

well as political reafons, were her declared and implacable 

enemies. The queen of Scots, their near relation and 

clofe confederate, was the pretender to her throne ; and 

though detained in cufiody, was aCt:uated by a rell:lefs 

fpirit, and befides her foreign allies, poffefTed numerous 

and zealous partizans in the heart of the kingdom. For 

thefe reafons, Elizabeth thought it more prudent not to 

rejeCt: all commerce with the French monarch; but frill 
to lifren to the profeffions of friendlhi_p which he made 

her. She allowed even the negociations to be renewed 

for her marriage with the duke of Alen~on, Charles's 

third brother g: Thofe with the duke of Anjou had al

ready been broken off. She fent the earl of vVorcefier 

to affiil: in her name at the baptifm of a young princefs, 

born to Charles; but before lhe agreed to give him tHis 
lafi mark of condefcenfion, {he thought it becoming her 

.; Ibid. paffim. Camden, P• 447• 

dignity, 
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d.ignity, to renew her expreffions of !.>lame and even of de- C H A P. 

tefiation againlt the cruelties, exercifed on his protefiant~ 
fubjech h. Meanwhile, fhe prepared herfelf for that at- '57Z• 
tack, which feemed to threaten her from the combined 
power and violence of the Romanifrs : She fortified Portf-
lnouth, put her fleet in order, exercifed her militia, cui .. 
tivated popularity with her fubjects, acted with vigour 
for the farther reduCtion of Scotland under obedience to 
the young king, and renewed her alliance with the Ger-
man princes, who were no Jefs alarmed than herfelf at 
thefe treacherous and fanguinary meafures, fo univerfally 
embraced by the Catholics. 

BuT though Elizabeth cautioully avoided coming to 
extremities with Charles, the greatefr fecurity, that lhe 

poffeffed againfr his violence, was derived from the diffi
culties, which the obfl:inate relifrance of the hugonots frill 
created to him. Such of that feet as lived near the fron- French af

tiers, immediately, on the firfi: news of the maffacres, fairs. 

fled into England, Germany, or Switzerland; where they 
1573

, 

excited the compaffion and indignation of the protefiants, 
and prepared themfelves, with encreafed forces and re .. 
dc;mbled zeal, to return into France, and avenge the 
treacherous flaughter of their brethren. Thofe who lived 
.in the middle of the kingdom, took ihelter in the nearefi: 
garrifons occupied by the hugonots; and finding, that 
they could repofe no faith in capitulations, and expect no 
clemency, were determined to defend themfelves to the 
la:fi extremity. The feet, which Charles had hoped at 
one blow to exterminate, had now an army of eighteen 
thoufand men on foot, and pofi(dfed in different parts of 
the kingdom above a hundred cities, cafHes, or fortreffes i; 
nor could that prince deem himfelf fecure from the inva-
fion threatened him by ali the other protefhnts in Europe. 
The nobility and gentry of England were rouzed to fuch 

~ Digge!, p. 297, 298. Camden, P• 447• 
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c H A P. a pitch of refentment, that they offered to levy an army of 
~twenty-two thoufand foot md four thoufand horfe, to tran-

J573· fport them into France, ard to maintain them fix months 

at their own charge: But Ilizabeth, who was cautious in 

her rneafures., and who fea·ed to inflame farther the quar· 
rtd between the two religims by thefe dangerous crufades, 

refu fed her con fent, and r11oderated the zeal of her fub

jetl:s '< . The German pri1ces, lefs political or more fe
cure from th~ refentment ~f France, forwarded the levies 

made by the protefiants; md the young prince of Conde, 

having efcaped from coutt, put himfelf at the head of 

thefe troops, and prepare< to invade the kingdom. The 
ouke of Alen<;on, the ki1g of N avarre1 the family of 

Montmorenci,.- and many confiderable men even among 

the cathoiics, difpleafed, either on private or public ac

count, with the meafuresof the court, favoured the pro· 

grefs of the hugonots; md every thing rclapfed int() 

confufion. The king, i1il:cad of repenting his violent 

counfels, which had bratght matters to fuch extremities, 
f~74· called aloud for new violmces 1 ; nor could even the mor· 

t'al difiemper under whicl he laboured, moderate the rage 

and animofity, by which 1e was aCtuated. He died with· 

toth May. out male iffue, at the agl of twenty-five years; a prince, 
whofe character, contairing that unufual mixture of dif· 

:fimulation and ferocity, of quick refentment and un· 

relenting vengeance, exe:uted the greateft mifchiefs, and 

threatened ftill worfe, btth to his native country and t~> 
all Europe. 

HENRY, duke of Anjm, who had, fome time before, 

been eleCt:ed king of Pohnd, no fooner heard of his bro

ther's death, than he hdl:ened to take poffeffion of the 

throne of France; and bund the kingdom, not only in· 

Tolved in the greateft IIefent diforders, but expofed t~> 

1 Davila, lib. v. 
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infirmities, for which it was ~xtremely difficult to provide c H A P. 
any fuitable remedy. The 1eople were divided into two~ 
theological factions, furious from their zeal, and mu- 1575• J 
tually enraged from the inju:ies which they had commit-
ted or fuffered; and as all faith had been violated and 
rnoderation banilhecl, it feerred impracticable to find any 
terms of compofition betweet them. Each party had de-
voted itfelf to leaders, whofe commands had more autho-
rity than the will of the fover:ign; and even the catholics, 
to whom the king was attaded, were entirely conducted 
by the counfels of Guife anl his family. The religious 
connections had, on both fid:s, fuperfeded the civil ; or 

0 rather (for men will always re guided by prefent interefi) 
two empires being fecretly famed in the kingdom, every 
individual was engaged by nev views of interefi to follow 
thofe leaders, to whom, durng the courfe of pail con
vuHions, he had been indebt:d for his honours and pre
ferment. 

HENRY, obferving the lowcondition of the crown, had 
laid a fcheme for refioring hi; own authority, by acting 
as umpire between the partiG, by moderating their dif
ferences, and by reducing b>th to a dependance upon 
himfelf. He polfelfed all the talents of diffimulation re
quifite for the execution of tlis delicate plan; but being 
deficient in vigour, applicaton, and found judgment, 
infiead of acquiring a fuperi•rity over both factions, he 
loft the confidence of both, md taught the partizans of 
each to adhere frill more dofely to their particular 
leaders, whom they found more cordial and fincere 
in the caufe which they efprufed. The hugonots were 
firengthened by the acccffionof a German army under 1576, 
the prince of Conde and princ: Cafimir; but much more 
by the credit and perfonal virttes of the king of N avarre, 
who, having fled from court, had placed himfelf at the 
)?.ead of th01t formidable party. Henry, in profecution of 

P ~ his 
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C .H A P. his plan, entered into a compofition with them; and be

\_ XL. ing defirous of preferving a balance between the feB:s, he 

1576. granted them peace on the moft advantageous conditions. 
This was the fifth gener<ll peace made with the hugonots; 

but though it was no more fincere on the part of the 

court than any of the former, it gave the highefi difguft 

to the catholics ; and afforded the cl uke of Guife the de

fin: cl pretence of declaiming againfi the meafures, and 

maxims, and condutl: of the king. 
THAT artful and bold leader took thence an occafion 

of reducing his party into a more formed and regular 

body ; and he laid the firfr foundations of the famous 

LEAGIT E, which, without paying any regard to the royal 

authority, aimed at the entire fuppreffion of the hugonots. 

Such was the unhappy condition of France, from the pafi 

feveritics and violent conduct of its princes, that toleration 

could no longer be admitted; and a conceffion for liberty 

of confcience, which would probably have appeafed the 

reformers, excited the greateft refentment in the catho· 

7577
.: lies. Henry, in order to divert the force of the league 

from himfelf, and even to elude its efforts againft the 

hugonots, declared himfelf the head of that feditious 

confederacy, and took the field as leader of the Ro· 
manifis. But his dilatory and feeble meafures betrayed 

his rduB:ance to the undertaking; and after fome un· 

fuccefsful attempts, he concluded a new peace, which, 
though lefs favourable than the former to the proteftants, 

gave no contentment to the catholics. Mutual diffidence 

frill prevailed between the parties; the king's moderation 

W:i1S fufpicious to both; each faCl:ion continued to fortify 

itfelf againfi that breach, which, they forefaw, mufi fpeed

ily enfue; theological controverfy daily whetted the ani· 

mofi~y of the feels; and every private injury be~ame the 

ground of a public quarrel. 
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THE king, hoping, by his artifice and fubtlety, toC 'i:t P. 

allure the nation into a love of pleafure and repofe, was~ 
himfelf caught in the fnare; and fin king into a diffolute 157i. 

indolence, wholly loft the efleem, and, in a great mea-
fure, the affetl:ions of his people. Infread of advan-
cing fuch men of charaCter and abilities, as were neuters 
betwe~n thcfe dangerous faB:wns, he gave all his confi-
de.lce to young ar reeable favourites, who, unable to prop 
his falling authority, leaned entirely upon It, and in-

Ramed the general odiUm agamft his adminiflration. 
The public burthens, encreafed by his profufe liberality, 
and felt more heavy on a difonlered kingdom, became 
another ground of complaint; and the uncontrouled ani-
rnofity of parties, joined to the multiplicity of taxes, ren-
dered peace more calamitous than any open fiate of foreign 
or even domefiic hofiility. The artifices of the king were 

1579· too refined to fucceed, and too frequent to be concealed; 
~nd the plain, direCt:, and avowtd cond utl: of the duke of 
Guife on one fide, and that of the king of N avarre on the 
other, drew by degrees the generality of the nation to 
devote themfelves without referve to one or the other of 
thofe great leaders. 

THE civil commotions of France were of too general 
importance to be overlooked by the other princes of Eu
rope; and Elizabeth's forefight and vigilance, though 
fomewhat refl:rained by her frugality, led her to take fe
crctly fome part in them. Befides employing on all oc
cafions her good offices in favour of the hugonots, 
lhe had expended no inconfiderable fums in levying 
that army of Germans, whtch the prince of Conde and 
prince Cafimir conduC:t:ed into France m; and notwith
ftanding her negociations with the court, and her pro
feffions of amity, fhe always confidered her own interefis 
as conneCted with the profperity of the French proteftants 

I 
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C H A P. and the depreffipn of the houfe of Guife. PhUip, on the 
~other hand, had declared himfelf protector of the league; 

1579· had entered into the clofeft correfpondence with Guife; 

and had employed all his authority in fupporting the cre

dit of th~t factious leader. This fympathy of religion, 

which of itrelf begat a connection of interefis, was one 

confiderable inducement; but that monarch had nlfo in 

view, the fubduing of his rebellious fubjects in the Ne

the~lands; who, as they received great encouragement 

from the French protefiants, would, he hoped, finally 

defpair of fuccefs, after the entire fupprefiion of their 

friends and confederates. 

Civil wm 'I'ti~ fame political views, which engaged Elizabeth 

to~n~rt~~ to fupport the hugonots, would have led her to affifi the 
difhdfed prote!l:ants in the Low Countries; but the mighty 

power of Philip, the tranquillity of all his other domi

nions, and the great force which he maintained in thefe 

mutinous provinces, kept her in awe, and obliged her, 

notwithfi:anding all temptations and all provocations, to 

preferve fome terms of amity with that monarc~. The 

Spanifh ambaifador reprefented to her, that many of the 

flemifh exiles, who infefted the feas, and preyed on his 
mafi:er's fubjects, were received into the harbours of Eng· 
}an~, and were there allowed to ~ifpofe of their prizes; 

and by t!tefe remonfi:rances the queen found herfelf under 

a neceffity of denying them all entrance into her domi· 
nions. But this mcafure proved in the iifue extremely 

prejudicial to the interefl:s of Philip. Thefe defperate 

exiles, finding no longer any poffibility of fubfiftance, 

were forced to attempt the mofi perilous enterprizes; and 
they made an aifault on the Brille, a fea-port town in 
Holland, where they met with fuccefs, and after a fhort 
refifiance, became mafiers of the place n. The duke of 

Alva was ~larmed at the danger; and fi:opping thofe bloody 

n, Camden, p. 443: 
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execu.tions, which he was making on the defencelefs C H A P. 

Flemings, he hafiened with his army to extinguilh the~ 
flame, which, falling on materials fo well prepared for 1579· 

combufiion, feemed to menace a general conflagration. 
His fears foon appeared to be well grounded. The peo-
ple in the neighbourhood of the Brille, enraged by that 
complication of cruelty, oppreffion, infolence, ufurpa-
tion, and perfecution, under which they and all their 
countrymen laboured, flew to arms; and in a few days 
al m oft the whole province of Holland and that of Zea-
land had revolted from the Spaniards, and had openly 
declared againfr the tyranny of Alva. This event hap-

. pened in the year I 572. 

WILLIAM, prince of Orange, defcended from a fo· 
vereign family of great lufire and antiquity in Germanr, 
inheriting the poffeffions of a fovereign family in France, 
had fixed his refidence in the Low Countries; and on 
account of his noble birth and immenfe riches, as well <1s 
of his perfonal merit, was univerfally regarded as the 
greateft fu bject, that lived in thofe provinces. He had 
oppofed, by all regular and dutiful means, the progrefs of 
the Spanilh ufurpations; and when Alva conducted his 
army into the Netherlands, and affumed the government, 
this prince, well acquainted with the violent charaCter of 
the man, and the tyrannical fpirit of the court of Madrid, 
wifely fled from the danger which threatened him, and 
retired to his paternal eftate and dominions in Germany~ 
He was cited to appear before Alv_a's tribunal, was con
demned in abfence, wc,s declared a rebel, and his ample 
poffeffions in the Low Countries were confifcated. In 
revenge, he had levied an army of protefrants in the em
pire, and had made fome attempts to reftore the fleming$ 
~o liberty; but was frill repulfed with lofs by the vigilance 
al14 ~ilitary condutl: of Alva, and by the great bravery 

r ~· 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. as well as difcipline of thofe veteran Spaniards who ferved 
XL. 

"--y--J under that general. 
1579· THE revolt of Holland and Zealand, provinces which 

the prince of Orange had formerly commanded, and 
where he was much beloved, called him anew from his 
retreat; and he added condutl-, no lefs than fpirit, to 
that oofiinate refifiance, which was here made to the 
Spani£h dominion By uniting the revolted cities in 
a league, he laid the foundation of that illufirious com
monwealth, the ofrspring of indufi:ry and liberty, whofe 
arms and policy have long made fo fignal a figure in every 
tranfaction of ~.urope. He mflamed the inhabitants by 
every motive, which religious zeal, refentment, or love 
of freedom could infpire. Though the prefent greatnefs 
of the Spani£h monarchy mig,ht deprive them of all cou
rage, he fi:dl fl.Jttered them with the concurrence of the 
other provinces, and Wl h affiftance from neighbouring 
frates; and he exhorted them, in defence of their religion, 
their liberties, the1r lives, to endure the utmofi extremi
ties of war. From this fpirit proceeded the defperate de
fence of Harlem; a defence, which nothing but the mofr 
confuming famine could overcome, and which the Spani
ards revenged by the execution of more than two thoufand 
of the inhabitants 0 • This extreme feverity, infiead of 
fi:riking terror into the Hollanders, animated them by 
defpair; and the vigorous refifiance made at Alcmaer, 
where Alva was finally repulfed, fuowed them that their 
infolent enemies were not invincible. The duke find
ing at lafi: the pernicious effects of his violent coun
cils, folicited to be recalled: Medina-celi, who was 
appointed his fucceffor, refufed to accept the govern· 
ment: Requefens, commendator of Caftile, was fent 
from Italy to replace Alva; and this tyrant departed from 

o· Bez:tivoalio, lib~ 7• 
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the Netherlands in 15 74; leaving his name in execration c H A P. 

to the inhahitants, and boafring in his turn, that, during~ 
the courfe of five years, he had delivered above eighteen 1579· 

thoufand of thefe reb llious heretics into the hands of the 
executioner P. 

REQ....U £SENS, though a man of milder difpofitions, 
<;:ould not appeafe th~ violent hatred, which the revolted 
Hollanders had conceived againfr the Spaniih government; 
and the war continued as ob:fi:i nate as ever. In the fiege 
of Leydcn, undertaken by the Spaniards, the Dutch 
opened the dykes and flu ices, in order to drive them from 
the enterprize; and the very peafants were active in 
ruining their fields by an inundation, rather than fall 
again under the hated tyranny of Spain. But notwith
fiandmg this repulfe, the governor ftill purfued the war; 
and the contefl: feemed too unequal between fo mighty a 
monarchy, and two fmall provinces, however fortified by 
"nature, and however defended by the defperate refolution 
of the inhabitants. The prince of Orange, therefore, in 
157 5, was refolved to fue for foreign fuccour, and to 
make applications to one or other i>f his great neighbours, 
Henry or Elizabeth. The court of France was not ex
empt from the fame fpirit of tyranny and perfecutior{ 

which prevailed among the Spaniards; and that kingdom, 
torn by domefl:ic diffenfions, feemed not to enjoy, at 
prefent, either leifure or ability to pay regard to fmcign 
interefrs. But England, long connected, both by corn• 
merce and alliance, with the Netherlands, and now more 
concerned in the fate of the revolted provinces by fympath y 
in religion, feemed natura1ly interefl:ed in their defence; 

and as Elizabeth had juftly entertained great jealoufy of 
Philip, and governed her kingdom in perfeCt tranquillity, 
hopes were entertained, that her policy, her ambition, or 

p Czotiua, lib, 2. 
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c H A P. her generofity, would engage her to fupport them under 
~their prefent calamities. They fent, therefore, a folemn 

•579• embaffy to London, confifiing of St. Aldegonde, Douza, 

Nivelle, Buys, and Melfen; and after employing the 
mofi humble fupplications to the queen, they offered her 

the poffeffion and fovereignty of their provinces, if 1he 

would exert her power in their defence. 
THERE were many fhong motives which might impel 

Elizabeth to accept of fo liberal an offer. She was ap
prized of the injuries which Philip had done her, by his 

intrigues with the malcontents in England and Ireland q: 
She forefaw the danger, which fhe muft incur from a total 

prevalence of the catholics in the Low Countries : And the 

maritime fituation of thofe provinces, as well as their com

mand over the great rivers, was an inviting circumfi:ance to 

a nation like the Engli(h, who were' beginning to cultivate 

commerce and naval power. But this princefs, though 

magnanimous, had never entertained the ambition of 

lJlaking conquefis, or gaining new acquifitions; and the 

whole purpofe of her vigilant and active politics was to 

maintain, by the moft frugal and cautious expedients, the 

tranquillity of her own dominions. An open war with 

the Spanilh monarchy was the apparent confequence of 

her accepting the dominion of thefe provinces ; and after 

taking the inhabitants under her proteCl:ion, !he could 

never afterwards in honour abandon them, but, however 

defperate their defence might become, file mufr embrac~ 

it, even farther than her convenience or interefts would 

permit. For thefe reafons, file refufed, in po!itive terms, 

the fovereignty proffered her; but told the ambaffadors, 
that, in return for the good-will which the prince of 

Orange and the States had fhown her, file would endea

vour to mediate an agreement for them, on ~he mo(t ,re<\• 

, Dig~<:s, p. z~· 
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fonable terms that could be obtained r. She fent ac- c H A P. 

cordingly Sir :Wenry Cobham to Philip; and reprefcnteg ~ 
to him, the danger which he would incur of lofing en.. :1519· 

tirely the Low Countries, if France could obtain the 
Jeafr interval from her inteftine diforders, and find leifure 
to offer her proteB:ion to thofe mutinous and difcontented 

provinces. Philip feemed to take this remonfirance in 
good part; but no accord enfued, and war in the Ne-
therlands continued with the fame rage and violence as 
before. 

IT was an accident that de 1 i vered the Hollanders from 
their prefent defperate fituation. Requefens, the gover
nor, dying fuddenly, the Spanilh troops, difcontented 
for want of pay, and licentious for want of a proper au
thority to command them, broke into a furious mutiny; 
and threw every thing into confufion. They facked and 
pillaged the cities of Maefiricht and Antwerp, and exe
cuted great flaughter on the inhabitants: They threaten
ed the other cities with a like fate: And all the provinces, 
excepting Luxembourg, united for mutua] defence againfr 
their violence, and called in the prince of Orange and the 
Hollanders, as their proteB:ors. A treaty, commonly 
called the Pacification of Ghent, was formed by common 
agreement; and the removal of foreign troops, with the 
refioration of their ancient liberties, was the objeB: which 
the provinces mutually fripulated to purfue. Don John 
of Aufiria, natural brother to Philip, being appointed 

governor, found, on his arrival at Luxembourg, that the 
States had fa fortified themfelves, and that the Spanifh 
troops were fo divided by their fituation, that there was 

no poffibility of refifrance ; and he agreed to the terms re
quired of him. The Spaniards evacuated the country i 
and thefe provinces feemed at lafr to breathe a little fro~ 
their calamities. 

J Camden, p. 453, 454• 
Bu 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L AN D. 

C H A P. BuT it was not eafy to fettle entire peace, while the 
~ thidl: of revenge and dominion governed the king of 

JS79• Spain, and while the Flemings were fo ihongly agitated 
with refentment of paft, and fear of future injuries. fhe 
ambi ion of Don John, who coveted this great theatre 
for his military talents, engaged him rather to inflame 
than appeafe the quarrel; and as he found the States de. 
termined to impofe very ftrict l1mitations on his authority, 
he broke all articles, feized Namur, and procured the 
recal of the Spani.lh army trom Italy. This prince, en
dowed with a lofty genius, and elated by the profperous 
fucceffes of his youth, had opened his mind to vafr un
dertakings; and looking much beyond the conqueft of 
the revolted provinces, had projected to efpoufe the queen 
of Scots, and to acquire in her right the dominion of the 
Briti.lh kingdoms ' . Elizabeth was aware of his inten
tions ; and feeing now, from the union of all the pro
vinces, a fair profpeCl: of their making a long and vigo
rous defence againft Spam, the no longer fcrupled to 
embrace the protection of their liberties, which feemed fo 
intimately connected with her own fafety. After fend
ing them a fum of money, about twenty thoufand 
pounds, for the immediate pay of their troops, fhe con· 
eluded a treaty with them; in which lhe ftipulated to 
affift them with five thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, 
at the charge of the Flemings ; and to lend them a bun· 
dred thoufand pounds, on receiving the bonds of fome 
of the mofl: confiderable towns- of the Netherlands, for 
her repayment within the year. It was farther agreed, 
that the commander of the Englifh army lhould be ad
mitted into the council of the States; and nothing be 
determined concerning war or peace, without previoufly 
i~forming the queen or him of it; that they fhould enter 
into no league without her confent ; that if any difcord 

I Camden, P• 496. Grotius, lib. m. 
arofe 
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arofe among themfelves, it fhould be referred to her ar-C H A P. 

bitration ; and that, if any prince, on any pretext, fhould ~ 
attempt hofiilities againfi her, they .lhould fend to her I579• 

affifiance an army equal to that which fhe had employed 
in their defence. This alliance was figned on the 7th of 
January, 1578 r. 

ONE confiderable inducement to the queen for entering 
into treaty with the States, was to prevent their throw
ing themfelves into the arms of France; and .lhe was de
firous to make the king of Spain believe, that it was her 
foie motive. She reprefcnted to him, by her ambaffador, 
Thomas Wilkes, that hitherto .lhe had religioufly acted 
the part of a good neighbour and ally; had refufed the 
fovereignty of Holland and Zealand, when offered her; 
had advifed the prince of Orange to fubmit to the king; 
and had even accompanied her counfel with menaces, in 
cafe of his refufal. She perfevered, fhe faid, in the fame 
friendly intentions; and, as a proof of it, would venture 
to interpofe with her advice for lhe compofure of the pre
fent differences: Let Don John, whom .lhe could not 
but regard as her mortal enemy, be recalled ; let fome 
other prince more popular be fubfiituted in his room; 
let the Spanifh armies be withdrawn ; ]et the Flemings 
be reftored to their ancient liberties and privileges: And 
if, after thefe conceffions, they were frill obfiinate not to 
return to their duty, lhe promifed to join her arms with 
thofe of the king of Spain, and force them to compli
ance. Philip diffembled his refentment againfi the 
queen; and frill continued to fupply Don John with 
money and troops. That prince, though once repulfed 
at Rimenant, by the valour of the Englifh under Norris, 
and though oppofed, as well by the army of the States 
as by prince Cafimir, who had conduCted to the Low 
Countries a great body of Germans, paid by the queen, 

t Camden, n , 466, 

gained 
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c H A P. gained a great advantage over the Flemings at Gemblours; 

~ but was cut off in the midft of his profperity by poifon, 

l.S79· given him fecretly, as was fufpeCl:ed, by orders from Phi· 

1 p, who dreaded his ambition. The prince of Parma 

fucceeded to the command; who, uniting valour and 

clemency, negociation and military exploits, made great 

progrefs againft the revolted Flemings, and advanced the 

progrefs of the Spaniards by his arts, as well as by his 

arms. 
DuRING thefe years, while Europe was almofr every 

where in great commotion, England enjoyed a profound 

tranquillity; owing chieRy to the pr~dence and vigour 

of the q ueen's adminiftration, and to the wife precautions, 

which !he employed in all her meafures. By fupporting 

the zealous proteftants in Scotland, fhe had twice given 

them the fuperiority over their antagonifts, had clofely 

connecred their interefi:s with her own, and had procured 

herfelf entire fecurity from that quarter, whence the moft 

dangerous invafions could be made upon her. She faw 

in France her enemies, the Guifes, though extremely 

powerful, yet counterbalanced by the hugonots, her zea

lous partizans ; and even hated by the king, who was 

jealous of their refilefs and exorbitant ambition. The 

bigotry of Philip gave her jufl: ground of anxiety; but 

the fame bigotry had happily excited the mofi: obfiinate 

oppofition among his own fubjeB:s, and had created him 

enemies, whom his arms and policy were not likely foon 

to fubdue. The queen of Scots, her antagonift and 
rival, and the pretender to her throne, was a prifoner in 

her hands; and by her impatience and high fpirit had 

beeh engaged in practices, which afforded the queen a 

pretence for rendering her confinement more rigorous, 

and for cutting ofF her communication with her partizan& 
in England. 

RELIGION was the capital point, on whrch depended 

all the political tranfacHons of that age; and the queen's 

t condua 
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<:onduC\: in this particular, making allowance for the pre- c H A P. 

vailing prejudices of the times, could fcarcely be accufed ~ 
of feverity or imprudence. She efiablifhed no inquifition '579• 

into men's bofoms: She impofed no oath of fupremacy, 
except on thofe who received trufl: or emolument from 
the public: And though the exercife of every religion but 
the efiablilhed was prohibited by ftatute, the violatiOn of 
this law, by faying mafs, and receiving the facrament, 
in private houfes, was, in many infiances, connived at u; 
while, on the other hand, the catholics, in the begin-
ning of her reign, thewed little reluttance againft going 
to church, or frequenting the ordinary duties of public 
worfhip. The pope, fenfible that this praCtice would 
by degrees reconcile all his partizans to the reformed 
religion, hafiened the publication of the bull, which 
€xcommunicatcd the queen, and freed her fubjech from 
their oaths of allegiance ; and great pains were taken by 
the emi£raries of Rome, to render the breach between the 
two religions as wide as po.ffible, and to make the fre-
quenting of proteftant churches appear highly criminal 
in the Catholics w. Thefe praCtices, with the rebellion, 
which enfued, encreafed the vigilance and fevcrity of the 
government; but the Romanifts, if their condition were 
compared with that of the Nonconformifls in other coun-
tries, and with their own maxims where they domineer-
ed, could not jufi:ly complain of violence or perfecu-
tion. 

THE queen appeared rather more anxious to ke~p a 
!hiCl: hand over the puritans ; who, though their preten
fions were not fo immediately dangerous to her authority, 
feemed to be aCl:uated by a more unreafonable obflinacy, 
and to retain claims, of which, both in civil and ecclefi
aftical matters, it was, as yet, difficult to difcern the full 

u Camden, p. 459· 
f• fli. Cabala, .tt• 406• 

w Waltingham'$ Letter in Bun'e~, vol. ii, 
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C H A P. feope and intention. Some fecret attempts of that fea 
XL. to eftablifh a fe parate congregation and difcipline, had 

~been carefu1ly repreffed in the beginning of this reign :t; 
and when any of the eftab' ilhed clergy difcovered a ten
dency to their principles, by omitting the legal habits or 
ceremonies, the queen had thewn a determined refolution 
to puni!h them by fines and deprivat ion : Though het 
orders to that purpofe had been frequently eluded, by the. 
fecret protection which thefe fechries received from fome 
of her mofr confidcrable courtiers. 

A p,arlia-
ment, 

BuT what chiefly tended to gain Elizabeth the hearts 
of her fu Ljetl:s , was, her frugality, which, though car. 
ried fometimes to an extreme, led her not to amafs trea
furcs, but only to prevent impofitions upon her people, 
who were at that time very little accuftomed to bear the 

burthens of government. By means of her rigid cecono
rny, ilie patd all the debts which fhe found on the crown, 
with their full interefi; though fome of thefe debts had 
been contracted even during the reign of her father z, 

Some loans, which the had exacted at the commence
ment of her reign, were repaid by her; a praCtice in that 

age fomewhat unufual a: And the efiablilhcd her credit 
on fuch a footing, that no fovereign in Europe could 
more readily command any fum, which the public exi
gencies might at any time require b. During this peace
able and uniform government, England furnilhes few 
materials for hifiory; and except the fmall part which 

Elizabeth took in foreign tranfaB:ions, there fcarcdy 
paffed any occurrence, which requires a particular detail. 

THE mofr memorable event in this period was a fe.ffion 
of p .. rliament, held on the 8th of February, 1576; 

where debates were fiartt:d, which may appear fomewhat 

X Strype's Life of Parker, p. 342. Jb"d, Life ofGrindal, p. 3'5· 
Y He.vlin, p. 1S5, 166. z D'Ewes, p. ::t45. Camden, p. 446. 
a D'Ewes, p. 246, b Ibtd, p. 245. 
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turious and fingular. Peter Wentworth, a puritan, who C H A P. 
XL. had fignalized himfelf in former parliaments, by his free '-v---J 

and undaunted fpirit, opened this fcffion with a premedi- 1 579• 

tated harangue, which drew on him the indignation of 
the houfe, and gave great offence to the queen and the 

rninifters. As it feems to contain a tude iketch of thofe 

principles of liberty, which happily gained afterwards the 

afcendant in England, it may not be improper to give, 
in a few words, the fubilance of it. He premifed, that 

the very name of liberty is fweet; but the thing itfelf is 
precious beyond the mofi: inefi:imable treafure : And that 
it behoved them to be careful, left, contenting themfelves 
witn the fweetnefs of the name, they forego the fubfiance, 
and abandon what of all earthly poffeffions was of the 
higheft value to the kingdom. He then proceeded to ob ... 
ferve, that freedom of fpeech in that houfe, a privilege 
fo ufeful both to fovereign and fubjea, had been formerly 
infringed in many effential articles, and was, at prefent, 
expofed to the moft imminent danger: That it was 
ufuaJ, when any fubjeCl: of importance was handled, 
efpecially if it regarded religion, to furmize, that thefe 
topics were difagreeable to the queen, and that the far-
ther proceeding in them would draw down her indigna-
tion upon their temerity: That Solomon had jultly af-
firmed the king's difpleafure to be a meffenger of death; 
and it was no wonder if men, even though urged by mo-
tives of confcience and duty, lhould be inclined to flop 
fhort, when they found themfelves expofed to fo fevere a 

penalty: That by the employing of this argument, the 

houfe was incapacitated from ferving their country, and 

even from ferving the queen herfelf; whofe ears, beficgcd 
by pernicious flatterers, were thereby rendered inacceffibJe 
to the moft falutary truths: That it was. a mockery to 
call an affembly a parliament, yet deny it that privi-
lege, which was fo effcntia~ to its being, and without 

VoL. V. Q. whicb 
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C H A P. which it mufl: degenerate into an abjeCt fchool of fervi .. 

~ lity and diffimulation: That as the parliament was the 

I579• g :·eat o-u ardian of the laws, they ought to have liberty to 
difcharge their trull, and to maintain that authority, 
whence even kings themfelves derive their being: That 
a king was confiituted fuch by law, and though he was 

not dependant on man, yet was he fubordinate to God 

and the law, and was obliged to make their prefcriptions1 

not his own will, the rule of his conduCt:: That even 

his commiffion, as God's vicegerent, enforced, infiead of 

loofcning, this obligation ; fince he was thereby invefied 

with authority to execute on earth the will of God, 

which is nothing but law and jufiice: That though thefe 

furmizes of difpleafing the queen by their proceedings, 

had impeached, in a very effential point, all freedom of 

fpcech, a privilege granted them by a fpecial law; yet 

was there a more exprefs and more dangerous invafion 

made on their liberties, by frequent meifages from the 

throne: T'hat it had become a praEl:ice, when the houfe 

was entering on any quefiion, either ecclefiafiical or 

civil, to 1Jtir.g an order from the queen, inhibiting them 

abfolutely from treating of fuch matters, and debarring 

them from all farther difcuffion of thefe momentous arti

cles. That the prelates, embolclcneo by her royal pro• 

teB:ion, had affumed a decifive power in a11 queftions of 

religion~ and required that every one fuould implicitly 

,fubmit his faith to their arbitrary determinations: That 
the love, wh1ch he bore his fovereign, forbade him to 

be filent under fuch abufes, or to facrifice, on this im· 

portant occafion, his duty to fervile flattery and complai

fance: And that, as no earthly creature was exempt from 

fault, fo neither was the queen herfelf; but in impofing 

this ftrvitude on her faithful commons, had committed a 

great, and even dangerous, f«.ult againft herfelf and the 
whole commvnvvealth c. 

~ D'Ewes, p. z,36, 237, &c. 
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Ir is eafy to obferve, from this fpeech, that, in this C ~t P. 
oawn of liberty, the parliamentary fryle was fiill crude~ 
and unfonned; and that the proper decorum of attacking 1 579• 

ininifi:ers and counfellors, without interefi:ing the honour 
of the crown, or mentioning the perfon of the fovereign~ 
was not yet entirely efi:ablilhed. The commons ex-
preffed great difpleafure at this uriufual licence: They 
fequefi:ered Weritworth from the houfe, and committed 
him prifoner to the ferjeant at arms. They evcri ordered 
him to be examined by a cbmmittee, confifi:ing of all 
thofe members who were alfo members of the privy-coun-
cil; and a report to be next day made to the houfe~ 
This committee met in the fiar-chamber, and wearing 
the <. rpect of that arbitrary court, fummoned Wentworth 
to appear before them, and anfwer for his behaviour~ 
But though the commons had difcovered fo little delicacy 
or precaution, in thus confounding their own authority 
with that of the fiar-chamber; Wentwonh better under .. 
fiood the principles of liberty, and refufed to give thefe 
counfellors any account of his condua in parli:lment, 
till he were fatisfied, that they acted; not as ~embers of 
the privy-council~ but as a committee of the houfed. 
He jufi:ifiecl his liberty of fpeech by pleading the rigour 
and hardfhip of the queen's meffages; and notwithftand-
.ing that the committee fuewed him, by in fiances in other 
reigns, that the praClice of fending fuch meffages was not 
unprecedented, he would not agree to exprefs any farrow 
or repentance. The iffue of the afFair was, that, after a. 

month's confinement; the queen fent to the commons~ 
informing them, that, from her fpecial grace and fa·;our

1 
:the had refiored him to his liberty and to his place in the 
houfe e. By this feeming lenity, lhe indirectly retained 
the power, which lhe had affitmed, of imprifoning the 
ma-mbers, and obliging them to anfwcr before her for 

et ''Iwu1 P• :i4r, e Ibid. P• ,44• 
Q. 2 theil' 
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c H A P. their conduCl: in parliament. And Sir Waiter Mildmay 
~endeavoured to make the houfe fenfible of her Majefly's 

J579· goodnefs, in fo gently remitting the indignation, which 
fue might jufily conceive at the temerity of their mem
ber: But he informed them, that they had not the liberty 
of fpeaking what and of whom they pleafed; and that in
difcreet freedoms, ufed in that houfe, had, both in the 
prefent and foregoing ages, ~et with a proper chaftife
ment. He warned them, therefore, not to abufe farther 
the queen's clemency; left ilie be conflrained, contrary 

to her inclination, to turn an unfuccefsful lenity into a 

neceffary feverity r. 
THE behaviour of the two houfes was, in every other 

refpeB:, equally tame and fubmiffive. lnfiead of a bill, 

whjch was at fidl: introduced g' for the reformation of 
the church, they were contented to prefent a petition to 

her majefly for that purpofe: And when 1be told them, 
that fue would give orders to her bilhops, to amend all 
abufes, and if they were negligent, fhe would herfelf, by 
her fupreme power and authority over the church, give 
fuch redrefs as would entirely fatisfy the nation; the par

liament willingly acquiefced in t!Jis fovereign and per .. 

emptory decifion h. 

THOUGH the commons fuewed fo little fpirit in oppof· 
ing the authority of the crown, they maintained, this 
fefiion, their dignity againft an encroachment of the 

peers, and would not agree to a conference, which, they 
thought, was demanded of them in an irregular manner. 

They acknowledged, however, with all humblenefs, 
(fuch is thei r expreffion "~ the fuperiority of the lords: 
Thev only refufed to give that houfe any reafon for their 

proceedings; and afferted, that, where they altered a bill 

fent hem by the peers, it belonged to them to defire a 
conference, not to the upper houfe to require it i. 

f D'Ewes, p. 2. 5~ 
1 lbid. p. z63. 
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THE commons granted an aid of one fubfidy and two C H A P. 

fifteenths. Mildmay, in order to fatisfy the houfe con-~ 
cerning the reafonablenefs of this grant, entered into a 1 579· 

detail of the queen's pafr expences in fupporting the go
vernment, and of the encreafing charges of the crown, 
from the daily encreafe in the price of all commodities. 
He did not, however, forget to admonilh them, that they 
were to regard this detail as the pure e.ffet.l: of the queen's 
condefcenfion, fince lhe was not bound to give them any 
account how lhe employed her treafurc k. 
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CH A P. XLI. 

(lifairs of Scotland-Spanijh affairs--Sir Fran

~is D~ake-A: parliament-Negociations of 

-Ntarriage with thr; duke of Anjou-.Affairs of 

Scotland--Letter of queen Mary to Elizabeth 

-Confpiracies in England-A parliam~nt 

--'I'be ecclifza.ftical commijfion--Affairs of 

the L~w Countr~es-Ho.ftilities with Spain. 

~ ~{i. P. TH~ great~fi: and n:oft abfolute f~cur~ty, th:1t Eliza
'----v---" beth enJoyed dun~g he~ whole reign; never ex-

15So, empted her from vigilance and attention; but the fcen~ 
began now to be more ~vercafi, and dangers gradually 

1\ffairs of 
~otland. 

multiplied on her from more than one quarter . 
. The earl of 1.1orton had hitherto retained Scotland ia 

fhiB: alliance with the queen, and had alfo refiored do
mefiic tranquillity to that kingdom: But it was not to be 

cxpeB:ed, that the faCl:itious and legal authority of a re
gent would long maintain itfelf i~ a country unacquainted 

with law and order; where even the ~.atural dominion of 
hereditary princes fo often met with oppofitio~ and con· 
troul. The nobility began an~w to break into fatl:ions: 
The people were dilgufl:ed -~ith fome infiances of Morton's 

avarice: A~1d the clergy, who complained of farther en

~roachrne~t~ on their narrow revenue, joined and encreaf
cd the difcontent of the oth~r orders. The regent was 

fenfible of his .dangerous fit~ation ; and having dropped 
fome pee~i!h cxpreffions, as if he were willing or defirous 

to refign, the nobl~m~n oft~~ OPP?~t~ party, favourit~sof 
~he young king, laid hold of this conceffion, 'and required 

~hat demiffion wh~ch he ~e~~ed ~o f~ankly to offer them. 
Ja 
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James was at this time but eleven years of age; yet Mor- cHAP. 

ton, ltaving fecured himfelf, as he imagined, by a gene-~ 
ral pardon, refigned his authority into the hands o( the 1 S8o. 

king, who pretended to conduCt, in his own name, 
the adminiftration of the kingdom. The regent retired 
from the goverftment; and feemed to employ himfelf en-
tirely in the care of his domefiic affairs ; but either tired 
with this tranquillity, which appeared infipid after the 
agitations of ambition, or thinking it time to throw off 
diffimulation, he came again to court; acquired an af-
cendant in the council; and though he refumed not the 
title of regent, governed with the fame authority as 
before. The oppofite party, after holding feparate con-
ventions, took to arms, on pretence of de1iver;ng their 
prince from captivity, and reftoring him to the free ex-
ercife of his government: Qyeen Elizabeth interpofed 
by her ambaffador, Sir Robert Bowes, and mediated an 
agreement between the factions: Morton kept poffeffion 
of the government; but his enemies were numerous and 
vigilant, and his authority feemed to become every day 
more precarious. 

THE count d?Aubigney, of the houfe of Lenox, 
ooufin-german to the king's father, had been born and 
educated in France; and being a young man of good 
addrefs and a fweet difpofition, he appeared to the 9uke 
of G uife a proper infirument for detaching J ames from 
the Engliih intereft, and connecting him with his mother 
and her relations. He no fooncr appeared at Stirling, 
where James refided, than he acquired the affeC!ions of 
the young monarch ; and joining his interefts with thofe 
of James Stuart of the houfe of Ochiltree, a man of 
profligate manners, who hnd acquired the king's favour, 
he employed himfelf, under the appearance of play and 
amufement, in inftilling into the tender mind of the 
prince new fentiments of politics and government. He 
. 't 4 reprefc:u\~~ 
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c H A P. reprefented to him the inj ufiice which had been done tQ 
~ Mary in her depofition, and ~ade him entertain thoughts, 

J58o! either of rd!gning the crown into her hands, or of a[o\o 

ciating her with him in the adminifl:ration 1• Elizabeth 2 

alarmed atthe danger which might enfue from the pre

valence of this interefi: in Scotland, fent anew Sir Ro

bert Bowe! to Stirling; and accufing d' Aubigney, now 

created earl of Lenox, of an attachment to the french, 

warned J anes againft entertaining fuch fufpicious and 

oangerous :on'nexions m. 'Fhe king excufed himfelf, by 

Sir Alexanler Hume his ambaffador; and Lenox, finding 
that the q Leen had openly declared againft him, was far
ther confirned in his intention of overturning the Eng
lilh interet, and particularly of ruining Morton, who 

was regareed as the head of it. That nobleman was 

arrefted in council, accufed as an accomplice in the late 

king's murler, committed to prifon, brought to trial, and 
~ondemnec to fufler as a traitor. He confeffed, that Both

wel had c~mmunicated to him the defign, had pleaded 

1'1ary's coJtfent, and had defired his concurrence; but he 

penied, th<t he himfclf had ever expreffed any approbation 

of the cri ne; and in ex~ufe for his concealing it, heal

]edged thedanger of revealing the fecret, either to Henry, 

~ho had rp refolution nor conftancy, or to Mary, whQ 

~ppeared t(l be an accomplice in the murder • Sir Tho

mas Randolph was fent by the queen ~o intercede in fa
vour Qf .IY1nton; and that ambaffador, not content with 

difchargiN this duty of his funCtion~ engaged, by his 

perfuafion~ the earls of Argyle~ Montrofe, Angus, Marre~ 
and Glenctrne, to enter into a confederacy for protetl:

ing, even by force of arms, the life of the prifoner. 

The more to overawe that nobleman's enemies, Eliza

pet4 order.d forces to be affembled on the borders of 

1 Digges, p 412. 428. Melvil, P• 130. m Spotfwood, p. 309. 

P. ~?,i?. P• ~·4. Cr.nvford, r· 333• Moyfe's Memoirs, P• 54· 

~n?land; 
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England; but this expedient ferved only o hafi:en his c H A P. 

M d . d h XLL fentence and execution °. orton te wt that con- .__,_...--...J 

:ftancy and refoluti~m, which had attended him through 158~. 

all the various events of his life; and left 1 r~putation, 

which was lcfs difputed with regard to abili:ies than pro-

bity and virtue. But this conclufion of tle frene .ap-
pened not till the fubfequent year. 

ELIZABETH was, during this period, <"Xremely anxi- Spanilh af-

f J • • L' J 1 fairs. ous on account o every revo utJon 111 uCH anll ; both 
becaufe that country alone, not. being f~ar.,tc(: fr.r.m 
England by fea, and bordering on a!l the ea holic and 
malcontent counties, afforded her enemies< f<lie ana ~ fy 
method of attacking her; and becaufe 1hc waa 1··rlliotu, 
that Mary, thinking hcrfelf abandone:d b~ d·e French 
monarch, had been engaged by the Guife: to have re
,eourfe to the powerful proteCl:ion of Phi lip, who, thou~h 
he had not yet come to an open rupture wi:h the q ucen, 
was every day, both by the injuries which he commit-
ted and fuffered, more exafperated againft h!r. Th.;.t he 

might retaliate the affiftance, which lhe gave to his 
rebels in the Low Countries, he had fe1t, undtr the 
name of the popeP, a body of [even hund-ed Spaniards 

and Italians into Ireland; where the inhabiants, alw4ys 

turbulent, and difcontented with the Engliiligovernment, 

were now more alienated by religious pr:ju1J;ces, and 

were ready to join every invader. 'I'he s!··l ilh general, 
San Jofepho, built a fort in Kerry; and bcing the:c be
fieged by the earl of Ormond, preiident of .t\ru!'fr r, who 
was foon after joined by lord Gray, the depLty, he made 
a weak and cowardly defence. After bmt:: affaults, 

feebly fu£b1ned, he furrendered at difcrcti01; and G ay, 
who commanded but a fmall force, :finling hirr.fclf 
incumbercd with fo many prifoners, put all he Spani<.rds 

and Italians to the fword without mercy, and hanged 

o Spotfwood, p. 312. P Digges, P• 359 370. 

about 
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c H A P. about fifteen hundred of the Irilh: A cruelty which gave 

~great difpleafure to Elizabeth q. 

158o. WHEN the Engli!h ambaffador made complaints of 
Sir Francis • . 
Drake, this invafion, he was anfwered by ltke comp1amts o.f the 

piracies committed by Francis Drake, a bold feaman, 

who had affa ll l ted the Spaniards in the place where they 

rleemed themfelves mofi fecure, in the new world. This 
man, fprung from mean parents in the county of Devon, 

having acquired confiderable riches by depredations made 
in the ifi:hmus of Panama, and hAving there gotten a fight 

of the Pacific ocean, was fo fiimulated by ambition and 

3.varice, that he fcrupled not to employ his whole for· 

tune in a new adventure through thofe feas, fo much 

unknown at that time to a 1 the European nations r, By 
tneans of Sir Chriftopher Hatton, then vice-chamberlain~ 
a great favourite of the q ueel)'s, he obtained her confent 

and approbation ; and he fet fail from Plymouth in 1577, 
with four fuips and a pinnace, on board of whi..:h were 
I 64 able failors s. He paffed into the South Sea by the 
Straits of 1\1agellan, and attacking the Spaniards, who 

exp Cl:ed no enemy in thofe quarters, he took many rich 

prizes, and prepared to return with the booty, which he 
bad acquired. A: prLhcnfive of being intercepted by the 
enemy, if he took the fame way llomewards, by which 

he haJ reachec the Pacific ocean, he attempted to £nd a 
pa!fJge by the north of Ca1ifr rnia; and failing in that 
enrc' prize, he fet f::~il for the Eafi: Indies, and returned 
fafely this year by the Cape of Good Hope. He was the 

firft Englifhman who failed round the Globe; and the 
£rfi: commander in chief: For Magellan, whofe fui{} 
executed the fame adventure, died in his paffage. His 
name became celebrated on account of fo bold and f{)! .. 

q Catr~den, p. 475• Cox.'s hifl:ory or Ireland, p. jGS. r Camde11, 
P• 478. Stowe, p. 68g. s Camden, p. 478. Hakluyt's Voyages, 

vol. iii. p. 730, 74S. Purchas's Pilgrim, vol, i, p. 46, 

tunate 
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tunate an attempt; but many, apprehending the refent- C H A P. 
· . XLI. 

ment of the Spamards, endeavoured to perfuade the queen,~ 
that it would be more prudent to difavow the enterprize, •sgo. · 
to punilh Drake, and to refi:ore the treafure. But Eli-
zabeth, who admired valour, and who was allured by 
the profpect of iliaring in the booty, determined to coun-

tenance that gallant failor : She conferred on him the 
honour of knightl,·10od, and accepted of a banquet from 

him at Deptford, on board the fhip, which had atchieved 
fo memorable a voyage. When Philip's ambaffador~ 

Mendoza, e::Kclaimed againfr Drake's piracies, fhe told 
him, that the Spaniards, by arrogating a right to the 
whole new world~ and excluding thence all other Euro-

pean nations, who fhould fail thither, even with a view 
of exercifiqg the moft lawful commerce, naturally tempt-
ep others to make q. violent irruption into thofe coun-

tries t. To pa~ify, however, the catholic monarch, fhe 
caufed part of the booty to be refi:orcd to Pedro Sebura, 
a Spaniard, who pretended to be agent for the merchants, 
whom Drake had fpoiled. Having learned afterwards, 
that Philip had feized the money, and had employed part 
of it againfi: herfelf in Ireland, part of it in the pay of 
the prince of Parma's troops, lhe determined to ~ake no 

more reftitutions. 

THERE was another caufe, which induced the queen ~sS~a 

to take thi~ refolution: She was in fuch want of money, 
that fue was ohliged to affemble a parliament, a meafure, 
which, as fue herfelf Qpenly declared, the never embraced, 
except when confi:rained by the neceffity of her affairs. 

The parliament, befides granting her a fupply of one tGth Jan • 
.fubfidy and two fifteenths, enaCl:ed fome flatutes for the A parlia

(ecurity of her government, chiefly againfi: the attempts ment. 

Ci>f the catholics, Whoever, in any way, reconciled any 

t ~amd~n, P• ~So, 
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c H A P. one to the church of Rome, or was himfelf reconciled, 
~L~ was declared to be guilty of treafon ; to fay rnafs was 

1581. fubjeded to the penalty of a vear's imprifonment, and a 
fine of two hundred marks; the being prefent was pu
nilhable by a year's imprifcnment and a fine of a hun
dred marks: A fine of twenty pounds a-month was 
impofcd on every one who continued, during that time, 
abfent from church u. To utter flanderous or feditious 
words againfi the queen was punilhable, for the firft 
offence, with the pillory and lofs of ears; the fecond 
offence was declared felony; The writing or printing of 
fuch words was felony even on the fidl offen.ce w. The 
puritans prevailed fo far as to have farther applications 
made for reformation in religion x. And Paul Went· 
worth, brother to the m~mber of that name, who had 
difiinguilhed himfelf in the preceding feffion, moved, 
that the commons, from their own authority, thould ap
point a general fafi and prayers; a motion, to which the 
houfe unwarily affented. For this prefumption, they were 
feverely reprimanded by a meffage from the queen, as 
encroaching on the royal prerogative and fupremacy; 
and they were obliged to fubmit, and aik forgivenefs r. 

THE queen and parliament were engaged to pafs thefe 
fevere la".tS againfi the Catholics, by fome late difcoveries 
of the treafonable praCl:ices of their priefts. When the 
ancient worlhip was fuppreffed, and the reformation in
troduced into the univerfities, the king of Spain re.fleCl:ed, 
that, as fome fpecies of literature was neceflary for fup
po··ting thefe doctrines and controverfies, the Romifh 
communion rnuft decay in England, if no means were 
found to give erudition to the ecclefiaftics; and for this 
reafon, he founded a feminary at Doiiay, where the ca
tholics fent their children, chiefly fuch as were intended 

u 23 :Eiiz, cap. 1. 

Y Ibid. P• 2.~4, 2.85, 
w Ibid. cap.~. x D'Ewes, p. 3o:z. 
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for the priefl:hood, in order to receive the rudiments of c H A P. 

their education. The cardinal of Lorraine imitated this~ 
example, by ereCting a like fcminary in his dwcefe of , 5sl. 
Rheims; and though Rome was fomewhat difl:ant, the 
pope would not neglect to adorn, by a foundation of the 
fame nature, that capital of orthodoxy. The((. femina-
ries, founded with fo hofl:ile an intention, fent over every 
year a colony of priefl:s, who maintained the catholic 
fuperfl:it10n in its full height of bigotry; and being edu-
cated with a view to the crown of martyrdom, were not 
deterred, either by danger or fatigue, from maintaining 
and propagating their principles. They infufed into all 
their votaries an extreme hatred againfl: the queen ; whom 
they treated as an ufurper, a fchifmatic, a heretic, a per-
fecutor of the orthodox, and one iolemnly and publicly 
anathematifed by the holy father. Sedition, rebellion, 
fometimes affaffination, were the expedients, by which 
they intended to effeCl: their purpofes againft l1er; 
and the fevere refl:raint, not to fay perfecution, un-
der which the catholics laboured, made them the more 
willingly receive, from their ghofl:ly fathers, fuch vio-
lent doctrines. 

THESE feminaries were a11 of them under the direc
tion of the jefuits, a new order of regular priefis erected 
in Europe, when the court of Rome perceived, that the 
lazy monks and beggarly friars, who fufficed in times of 
ignorance, were no longer able to defend the ramparts of 
the church, affailed on every fide, and that the inqui
fitive fpirit of the age required a fociety more atl:ive and 
more learned, to oppofe its dangerous progrefs. Thefa 
men, as they flood foremoft in the contefr againfl: the 
protefl:ants, drew on them the extreme animofity of that 
whole feet; and by affuming a fuperiority over the other 
more numerous and more ancient orders of their 0\'1\'11 

communion, were even expofed to the envy of their · 

brethren: 



. . 

tiisTORY OF ENGLAND.· 

c :H A P. brethren: So that it is no wonder, if the blame, to whidi 

~their principles and conduct might be expofed, has, in 

·' 

.. 
( 

,. 

''.· 

1ssx. many infl:ances; bdm much exaggerated. This reproach, 
however; they mufi bear from pofrerity, that, by the 

very nature. of their infl:itution, they were engaged to 
pervert k~arning, the only effeCtual remedy againfl: fuper
fbtion, into a flourifhment of that infirmity; and as 
their erudition was· chiefly of the ecclefiafl:ical and fcho
Jafl:ic ki.nd (though a few members have cultivated polite 
literature); they were only the more enabled, by that ac
q·uifition, to refine away the plaineft dictates of morality; 
and to ereB: a regular fyfl:em of cafuifl:ry, by which pre·-

varicatron, perjury, and every crime, when it ferved their 
ghofily purpofes, might be juftified and defended. 

1"'HE jefuits, as devoted fervants to the court 6f Rome; 
exalted the prerogative of the fovereign pontiff above 
all earthly power; and by maintaining his authority of 
depofing kings, fet no bou!nds, eith'er to nis fpiritual ot 
temporal jurifdicHon. This dotl:rine became fo preva· 
lent among the zealous Catholics in England, that the 

-~xcommunic:ation, fulminated againfl: Elizabeth, excited 
many fcruples of a fingular kind, to which i't behoved 
the holy fa~her to provide a remedy. T'he bull of Pius, 
in abfol ving the' fubjecrs from their oaths of allegiance, 
commanded t1':"\em to refifl: the queen's ufurpation; and 
inany R.omanifl:s· were apprehenfive, that, by this claufe; 
they were obliged jn ronfcience, even though no favour· 
:.able opportunity o~~ered, to rebel againfi her, and that 

no dangers or difficuit'·ies· could free them from this indif· 
penfable duty. But Pa·rfohs and Campion, two jefuits, 
were fent over w.it& a m~~tigation and explanation of the 
.(lochine; and they ta_ught' their difciples, that though 
the bull was for ever bindL.ng . on Elizabeth and her parti
zans, it did not oblige the C~1.th\."l]ics to obedience,- except 

-when the fovereign pontiff ~~l. ,ld ~bink proper, by a new 
fummons,: 
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fummons, to require itz. Campion was afterwards de- c H A P• 

teCl:ed in treafonable pracHces; and being put to the rack,~ 
and confeffing his guilt, he was publicly executed. His 1581. ' 

execution was ordered at the very time when the duke 
of Anjou was in England, and profecuted, with the 

greatefr appearance of fuccefs, his marrie1ge with th~ 

queen; and this feverity was probably intended to ap-
peafe her protefl:ant fubjeB:s, and to fatisfy them, that, 
whatever meafures the might purfue, lhe never would 
depart from the principles of the reformation. 

THE duke of Alen~on, now created duke of Anjou, Negotia

had never entirely dropped his pretenfions to Elizabeth; ~~~;i;:e 
and that princefs, though her fuitor was near twenty- with the 

duke of 
five years younger than herfelf, and had no knowledge Anjou .. 

of her perfon, but by piCl:ures or defcriptions, was frill 
pleafed with the image, which his addreffcs afforded her, 

of love and tendernefs. The duke, in order to forward 
his fuit, befides employing his brother's ambaifador, fent 
.over Simier, an agent of his own; an artful man, of an 
2greeable converfation, who foon remarking the queen's. 
i1umour, ainlolfed her with gay difcourfe, and infiead of 
ferious political reafonings, which, he found, only awak-
ened her ambition, and h1.1rt his mafl:cr's interefts, he 
introduced every moment all the topics of paffion aQ.d of 
gallantry. The pleafure, which fhe found in this man's 
company, foon produced a familiarity between them; and 

amidfi the greatefi hurry of bufinefs, her mofi confidential 
min.ifiers had not fuch ready accefs to her, as had Simier, 
who, on pretence of negociation, entertained her witb. 
accounts of the tender attachment borne her by the duke 

of Anjou. The earl of Leicefter, who had n~ver before 
been alarmed with any courtthip payed her, and who 
always trufied, that her love of dominion would prevail 

yer her inclination to marriage, began to apprehend, 

z Camde~, p .• 477• 

that 
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c H A P. that fhe was at lafi: caught in her own fnare, and that the 
~~artful encouragement, which fue had giv:n to this young 

ISSI, fuitor, had unawares engaged her affecbons. To ren
der Simier odious, he availed himfelf of the credulity of 
the times, and fpread reports, that that minifter had 
gained an .<fcendant over the queen, not by any natural 
pnn~iples of her confiitution, but by incantations and 
love potions. Simier, in revenge, endeavoured to dif• 
credit Leicefrer with the queen; and he revealed to her a 
fecret, wh1ch none of her courtiers dared to difclofe, 
that this nobleman was fecretly, without her confent, 
married to the widow of the earl of Effex; an atl:ion 
which the queen interpreted either to proceed from want 
of refpeB: to her, or as a violation of their mutual at .. 
tachmcat; and which fo provoked l~er, that lhe threat
en~d to fend him to the Tower a. The quarrel went fo 
far between Leicefier and the French agent, that the 
former was fufpeCl:ed of having employed one Tudor, a 
bravo, to ta.Ke away the life of his enemy; and the 
queen thought it neceffary, by proclamation, to take 
Simier under her immediate proteCl:ion. It happened, · 
that, while Elizabeth was rowed in her barge on the 
Thames, attended by Simier, and fome of her courtiers, 
a iliot was fired which wounded one of the bargemen; 
but the queen finding, upon enquiry, that the piece had 
been difcharged by accident, gave the perfon his liberty, 
without farther punilhment. So far was lhe from enter-

. taining any fufpicion againft her people, that lhe was 
often heard to fay, " That lhe would lend credit to no
" thing againfr them, wh1.c;h parents would not believe 
" of their own children b." 

THE duke of Anjou, encouraged by the accounts 
fent him of the queen's prepoffeffions in his favour, paid 
her fecretly a vifit at Greenwich; and after fome con-

a Camden, p. 471, b Idem ibid. 

ference 
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ference with her, the purpbrt of which is not knmvn, he c H A P. 
Xi I. departed. It appeared, that, tho·ugh his figure was not.....___.,_---' 

advantageous, he had lofi no ground by being perfonally 158 1• 

known to her; and foon after, lhe commanded Burieigh, 

now treafurcr, Suffcx, Leicefi-er, Bedford, Lincoln, 
Hatton, and fecretary Wal!ing~am, to concert with the 

French ambaifadors the terms of the inter.ded contraCt: 

of marriage. Henry had fent over on this ccca!ion a 
~plendid embafTy, confifiing of Francis de Bourbon, prince 
Dauphin, and many confiderable noblemen; and as the 

queen had in a manner the power of ·prefcribing \vhat 
terms ihe pleafed, the articles were foon fettled .with the 
Englilh commiffioners. It was agreed, that the marriage 

fhould be celebrated within fix vvccb after the ratifica-

tion of the articles; that the duke and his retinue {hould 
have the exercife of their religion; that after the marri2gc 

he .lhould bear the title of King, ?U:t the aclminifir,Hion 
remain folely in the queen; thar'flieir chil_d~en, male or 

female, ihould fucceed to the cro.wn of England ; tl;at 

if there be two males, the elder, .in cafe of Henry's 

death \":ithout iffue, · lhould be king · of France, the 

younger of England; that if there be but cne maL, and 

he fuccecd to the crown of France, be lhould be obliged 

to rcfide in England eight months every two yC'ars; that 

the laws and cuil:oms _of England [hol!ld be prcfcrved in-
violate ; and that no foreigner lhoulcl be promoted by tLe 

duke to any office in Engl. nd 0 , 

THEsE articles, providinz for the fecurity of EngLmd, 
in cafe of its ann~xation to the crown of F ranee, oeened 

but a difmal profpeCl: to the Englifl1; had not the age of 

Elizabeth, who was now in her f. r~y-ninth year cor tri
buted very much to allay their appr< h ·, nfions of th is lli
ture. The queen alfo, as a prc_1of of hc:r fii ll re aining 

nccrtainty, add d a cJaqfe, that {he \Vas not .cund to 

b Cam 1e , p. -184. 

Vor .. V. R complete 
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C H A P. complete the marriage, till farther articles, which were 

~not fpecificd, ihou1d be agreed on between the parties, 

158z. ~nd till the king of France be certified of this agreement. 
Soon after, the queen fent over vVa1fingham, as ambaf- · 

fad or to F ranee, in order to form clofer connexions with 

Henry, and enter into a league offenfive and defenfive 

again!t the encreafing power and dangerous ufurpations 

of Spain. The French King, who had been extremely 

difi:urbed with the unquiet fpirit, the refilefs ambition, 

the enterprizing, yet timid and inconfiant difpofition 

of Anjou, had already fought to free the kingdom from 

his intrigues, by opening a fcene for his aCl:ivity in Flan

ders; and having allowed him to embrace the protctl:ion 

of the States, had fecretly fupplied him with men and 

money for the undertaking. The profpeB: of fettling 

him in England was for a like reafon very agreeable to 

that monarch; and he was defirous to cultivate, by every 

expedient, the fav6urable fentiments, which Elizabeth 

feemed to entertain towards · him. But this princefs, 

though ihe had gone farther in her amorous c dalliance 

than could be j uftified or accounted for by any principles 

of policy, was not yet determined to carry matters to a 

final con cl ufion ; and fue confined W alfingham, in his 

inftrutl:ions, to negociating conditions of a mutual al

liance between France and England d. Henry with re

lutl:ance fubmitted to hold conferences on that fubjetl; 

but no fooner had W zlfingham begun to fettle the 

terms of alliance, than he was informed, that the queen, 

forefeeing hofiility with Spain to be the refult of this 

confederacy, had declared, that fhe would prefer the mar· 

riage with the war, before the war without the marriage e. 

'rhe French court, pleafed with this change of refolu· 

tion, broke off the conferences concerning the league, 

c Digges, p. 3&7. 396. 4oS . .. p.G, 
e Ibid. P· 375· 391. 

li Ibid. p. 352. 

and 
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and opened a negociation for the marriage r. But mat- c H A P. 

h d 1 d .I • h' . b . XLI. ters a not ong procee eu m t IS tram efore the queen '---v---1 
again decbred for the league in preference to the mar- 1sh. 
riage, and ordered Walfingham to renew the conferences 
for that purpofe. Before he had leifure to bring this 
point to maturity, he was interrupted by a new change of 
refolution ~; and not only the court of France, but Wal-

fingham himfelf, Burleigh, and all the wifefi minifiers of 
Elizabeth, were in amazement, doubtful where this con-
tefi between inclination and reafon, love and ambition, 
would at lafl: terminate h. 

In the courfe of this affair, Elizabeth felt another va
riety of intentions, from a new contefl: between her rea
fan and her ruling paffions. The duke of Anjou expected 
from her fome money, by which he might be enabled to 
open the campaign in Flanders; and the queen herfelf, 
though her frugality made her long reluCtant, was fen
fible that this fupply was neceffary; and lhe was at la!l: 
induced, after much hefitation, to comply with his re
quefl: i, She fent him a prefent of a hundred thoufand 
crowns ; by which, joined to his own demefnes and the 
affifrance of his brother and the queen dowager, he levied 
an army, and took the field againfr the prince of Parma. 
He was fuccefsful in raifing the fiege of Cam bray; and 
being chofen by the States governor of the Netherlands, 
he put his army into winter quarters, and came over to 
England, in order to profecute his fuit to the queen. 
The reception which he met with, made him expect en
tire fuccefs, and gave him hopes, that Elizabeth had 
furmounted all fcruples, and was finally determined to 
m .. ke choice of him for her hufband. In the midfi of the 

pomp, which attended the anniverfary of her coronation, t 7th Nov. 

f Di!!ges, p. 39l· 
e cl of th~ volunH', 

R}mer, n. p. 793· 

g Ibid. p. 4c8. b See note [ QJ at the 

i o;gge~, l'· 357· 387, 383. 409· .p.6. 439• 
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c H A P . {he was feen after lc::1g and intimate difcourfe with him, 
XLI. ' . 

....._,____.to take a ring from her own finger, and to put 1t upon 
Is8x. his; and all the fpe&ators concluded, that, in this cere

mony, lhe had given him a promife of marriage, and was 
even defirous of fignifying her intentions to all the world. 
St. AlJegondc, ambaffador from the States, difpatched im

mediately a letter to his maflers, informing them of this 
great event; and the inhabitants of Antwerp, who, as 
well as the other Flcmings, regarded the queen as a kind 
of tutelar divinity, tefiified their joy by bonfires and the 

difcharge of their great ordnance k, A puritan of Lin
coln's-Inn had written a pafiionate book, which he in-· 

titukd, " 'I'he Gulph in which England will be fwal

" lowed by the French l\1arriage." He was apprehended 

and proftcuted by order of the queen, and was con· 

dcmned to lofe his right hand as a ltbeller. Such was the 

confl:ancy and loyalty of the man, that, immediately af
ter the fentence \.vas executed, he took off his hat with his 

other hand, and waving it over his head, cried, " God 

i~we the queen." 
But notwithfi:an<.ling this attachment, which Eliza

beth fo openly dtfcovered to the duke of Anjou, the 
combat of her fcntiments was not entirely over; and her 
ambition, as well as prudence, roufing itfelf by intervals, 

itiil filled her brcaft with doubt and hefitation. Almoft 
all the courticrs, whom fhe trufied and favoured, Lei
ceficr, Hatton, and \Valfingham, difcovercd an extreme 
averfion to the marriage; and the ladies of her bfd
chamb.:r made no fcruple of oppofing her refolution with 
the mofl: zealous rc:monfirances 1• ArPong other enemies 

to the match, Sir PI i1ip, fon of Sir Henry Sidney, 

deputy of Ireland, and nephew to Leict..fier; a } oung 

m<.u tbe moi1 accorr.pli!hcd of the age; cleclarcd him•elf: 

And he ufeci the freedom to write her a letter in which 
' 

k Cam 'er., P• 486, Thuan, lib, 74• 1 _Camcler., p. 4~6. 
he 
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he difi"uaded her from her prefcnt refolu,.ion, with an un- C H A P. 
r . XLI. ufual elegance of cxpreffion, as well as force of rca1onmg. -...,.---J 

He told her, that the fecurity of her go\'ernment de- 158z. 

pended en irely on the aff<..'Cfons of her protcfiant fub-

jeCl:s ; and tbe could not, by any mcafure, more dFctl:ually 

difguft them than by efpoufing a prince, who was fon of 
the perfidious Cathcrine, brother to the cruel and perfi-
dious Charles, and who h:1d himtelf embrued his hands 

in 'he blood of the innocent and defencelefs protefiants: 

That the cathohcs wer.; her mortal enemies, and b ·ltcved 
either tl at {he had ori_inally ufurped. the crown, or was 

now !awfully dcpofed b• the pope's buil o.f excommuni

cation ; and no~hing had ever fo much elevated their 

hopes as t~e profpeCt of her marriage with the duke of 

Anjou : That her chief fecurity at prefent, againft the 
efforts of fo numerous, rich, and united a faftion, was, 

that they poffdfed no he,1d \Vho could conduct their dan
gerous cnterprizes; and fhe herfelf \-Vas railily fupplying 
that defect, by givtng an interefi in the kingdo n to a 
prince, whofe education had zealoufly attached him to 
that communion: That though he was a {hanger to the 

blood royal of England, the d Ifj)ofitiotis of men were now 
fuch, th:1t they preferred the religious to the civil con

nections; and were more influc. ced by fympathy in 
theolo~ical opinions than by the principles of leg;-:1 and 

hereditary government: That the duke himfelf had dif
covcred a very refi:lefs and turbulent fpirit; and having 

often violated his loyalty to his elder brother and his fove

reign, there remained no hopes that he would paffively 

fubmit to a VI oman, whom he might, in quality of huf

band, think himfelf intitlcd to command : That the 

French nation, fo populous, fo much abou11ding in fol
dicrs, fo full of nobility, who were devoted to arms, and, 
for fome time, accuftomed to ferve for plunder, would 

fupply him with partizans, dangerous to a people, un-

R 3 warl:ke _ 
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C H A P. warlike and defencelefs like the generality of her fubjetls: 

~That the plain and honourable path, which lhe had fol-

J58I. ]owed, of cultivating 6e affec-tions of her people, had 

hitherto rendered her reign fecure and happy; and how

ever her enemies might feem to multiply upon her, the 

fame invincible rampart was frill able to proteCt: and de

fend her: That fo longas the throne of France was filled 

by Henry or his pofierity, it was in vain to hope, that 

the ties of blood would mfure the amity of that kingdom, 

preferably to the maxins of policy or the prejudices of 

religion; and if ever ti-e crown devolved on the duke of 
Anjou, the conjunCl:ion of France and England would 

prove a burthen, rather than a protection, to the latter 

kingdom: That the ex~mple of her fifier Mary was fuf

ficient to infhuCl: her in the danger of fuch connec-tions; 

and to prove, that the affection and confidence of the 

Engli01 could never be maintained, where they had fuch 

rcafon to apprehend, tlnt their interefrs would every mo· 
ment be facrificed to thofe of a foreign and hofl:ile na

tion : That notwithfia:1ding thefe great inconveniencies, 

difcovered by pail expe1ience, the houfe of Burgundy, it 
mufi be confeffed, was more popular in the nation than 

the family of France; md, what was of chief moment, 

Philip was of the fame communion with l\tlary, and was 
connected with her b; this great band of intcrefr and 
affection : And that },owever the q ucen might remain 

childlefs, even though old age lhould grow upon her, the 

fingular felicity and glcry of her reign would preferve her 

from contempt; the afutl:ions of her fubjeCl:s, and thofe 

of all the protefiants i11 Europe, would defend her from 

danger; and her own prudence, without other aid or 
atfifiance, would baffie all the efforts of her mofl: malig· 
nant enemies m. 

THESE refleB:ions k(pt the queen in great anxiety and 
irrefol uti on ; and fhe \\as obferved to pafs feveral nights 

m Letters of the Sydneys, v,l, i, p • .1871 & feq. Caba! 3, P· 363. 
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without any fleep or repofe. 1\.t hfr her fettled habits of C H A P. 

d d b
. . .. d h . XLI. pru cnce an am 1t10n preva1e over er temporary 111- "---v---l 

clination; and having fcnt forthe duke of Anjou, !he had 1 5&1., 

a long conference with him inprivate, where ihe was fup-
pofed to have made him apolo£ies for breaking her former 

engagements. He exprelfed @"Cat difguft on his leaving 
her; threw away the ring whi:h £he had given him; and 
uttered many curfes on the m1tability of women and of 
iflanders "· Soon after, he wmt over to his government 
of theN etherlands ; loft the cmfidence of the States by a 
ra{h and violent attempt on tleir liberties ; was expelled 
that country; retired into Fra1ce; and there died. The 
queen, by timely refleCtion, bved herfelf from the nu-
merous mifchiefs, which mufl:have attended fo imprudent 

a marriage: And the difiratl:el fl:ate of rhe French mo-
narchy prevented her from feeing any effetl:s of that re
fentment, which £he had reafo1 to dread, from the affront 
fo wantonly put upon that ro)lll family. 

THE anxiety of the queen, from the attempts of the Atfairs of 

Engli!h catholics, never ceaf«l during the who1e courfe Scotl.md. 

of her reign; but the variety of revolutions which hap-
pened in all the neighbouring kingdoms, were the fource 
fometimes of her hopes, fome.imes of her apprehenfions. 
This year the affairs of Scodand firongly engaged her 
attention. The influence, w}ich the earl of Lenox, and 
James Stuart, who now aifuned the title of earl of Ar-
ran, had acquired over the ymng king, was but a flcn-
der foundation of authority; vhile the generality of the 
nobles, and all the preachers, were fo much difcontentcd 
with their adminifiration. l'he aifembly of the church 
appointed a folemn fail:; of w1ich one of the avowed rea-
fons was the danger to which the king was expofed from 
the company of wicked perfors 0

: And on that day, the 
pulpits refounded with decamations againfr Lenox, 

n Camden, p. +86, > Spotfwood, p. 319. 

R4 Arran 
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c H A P. Arr;:n, and all the prcfcnt counfellors When the minds 
~ of the people were fufficientl v prepared by theie lectures, 

:J58z.. a confpiracy of the nobility was formed, r;ro~)ably with 
the concurrence of El~zahcth, for frizing the perfon of 

Augufi 2.3. J ames at Ruthvcn, a feat of the earl of Gowry's; and 
the defign, being kept fccret, fucceeded without any op
pofition. The leaders in this enterp·rize were, the earl of 
G,,wry himfelf, the earl of J\1arre, the lord!S Linde(ey 
and Bo} d, the m afters of Glamis and 01 iphant, the ab
bots of Dumfermline, Paifley, and Cambufkenneth. The 
king wept when he found himfelf detained a pnfoner; 
bu e~e maficr of Glamis faid, " No matter for his tears: 
" Better that boys weep than bearded men :" An ex
prdlion t.:vhich J ames could never afterwards forgiver. 
But notwi~hH-anding his rcfentment, he found it necelfary 
to f · bmit to the 1~refent neceffity. He pretended an 
entire acquief ence in t1 e conduct of the affociators; ac
knowledged the detention of his perfon to be acceptable 
fcrvice; and ag; ecd to fummon both an affembly of the 
churci' an la convention of efiates, in order to ratify that 
cmrrprize. 

THE affemb!y, though they had efiablilhed it as an in
violable rule, that the king, on no account. and under no 
pretence, thould ever intermeddle in ecclefiafiical mat
ters, made no fcruple of taking civil affairs under their 
cognizance, and of deciding on this occafion; . that. the 
attempt of the confpirators was acceptable to all that 
feared God, or tendered the prefervation of the king's 
pcrfon, and profpcrous fiatc of the realm. They even 
enjoined all the clergy to recommend thefe fentiments 
from the pulpit; and they threatC'ned with eccldiafiical 
cenfures every man, who ihould oppofe the authority of 
the confederated lords\ 'I'he convention, being com
pofl!d chiefly of thcfe lords thcmfelves, add d their f<mc-

P S.potfwood, p. 320, q Ibid. P• j22o 
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tion to thefe proceedings. Arran was confined a prifoner C H A P. 
XLJ. 

in his own houfe: Lenox, thou gh he had power to re-~ 
fifr, yet rather than raife a civil war, or be the caufe of 1 58•· 

blooJ!hcd r, chofe to retire into France, where he foon 
after died. He perfevered to the lafl: in the proteilant reli-

gion, to which James had converted him, but which the 
Scottiih clergy cou ld never be perfuaded that he had fin-
cerely embraced. The king fent for his family, refi9red 

his fon to his paternal honours and efrate, took care to 
efrabliih the fortunes of all his other children; and to his 
]ail: moments never forgot the early friendlhip, which he 

had borne their father: A fi:rong proof of the good dif-
pofitions of that pri nee s. 

No fooner was this revolution known in England, than 
the queen fent Sir Henry Cary and Sir Robert Bowes to 
James, in order to congratulate him on his deliverance 
from the pernicious counfels of Lcnox and Arran; to 
exhort him not to reCent the fceming violence committed 
on him by the confederated lords; and to procure from 
h im pcrmiffion for the return of the cad of ngus, who., 
ever fince .1V1orton's fall, had lived in England. 1"'hey 
eafily prevailed in procuring tl1c recall of Angus; and as 
J ames fufpcCted, that ElizaLeth had not been entirely 
unacqu~inted with the project of his detenfion, he thought 
proper, before the Engliih amba!E!dors, to diffcmblc his 
refentment againfr the authors of it. Soon <<tfter, La 
rviothe-Fenelon, and l\1enneville, appeared as ambaffit
dors from France: Their errand was to enquire concern
ing the fituation of the king, make profeffions of their 
matter's friend fhip, confirm the ancient league with 

France, and procure an accommodation between J amcs 
and the queen of Scots. This lafr propofal gave grc~ t 

umbrage to the clergy; and the afrembJy voted the fct-

r Heylin's Hift , Prdbyter, p. 'J.'!.j. Spotfwood, 

P· 3'-8· 
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c H A P. tling of terms between the mother and fon to be a moft 
~wicked undertaking. The pulpits refounded with decla-

J583. mations againfl: the French ambaffadors; particularly 
Fenelon, whom they called the meffenger of the bloody 
murderer, meaning the duke of Guife: And as that mi
nifl:er, being knight of the Holy Ghofr, wore a white 
crofs on his fhoulder, they commonly denominated it, in 
contempt, the badge of Antichrifr. The king endea· 
voured, though in vain, to reprefs thefe infolent reflec

tions; but in order to make the ambaffadors fame com· 
penfation, he defired the magifirates of Edinburgh to 
give them a fplendid dinner before their departure. To 
prevent this entertainment, the clergy appointed that very 
day for a public fafi; and finding that their orders were 
not regarded, they employed their fermons in thundering 
curfes on the magifirates, who, by the king's direCtion, 
had put this mark of refpetl: on the ambaffadors. They 
even purfued them afterwards with the cenfures of the 
church ; and it was with difficulty they were prevented 

from iffuing the fentence of excommunication againfi 
them, on account of their fubmiffion to royal, preferably 
to clerical, authority t. 

WHAT encreafcd their alarm with regard to an accom
modation between James and Mary, was, that the 
Englifh ambaffadors feemed to concur with the French in 
this propofa); and the 1ergy were fo ignorant as to believe 
the fincerity of the profeffions made by the former. The 
queen of Scots had often made overtures to Elizabeth, 

Letter of which had been entirely negleCted; but hearing of J ames's 
Mary to detention, fhe wrote a letter in a more pathetic and more 
Elizabeth, 

fpirited firain than ufual; craving the affifl:ance of that 
princefs, both for her own and her fon's liberty. She 
{aid, that the account of the prince's captivity had excited 

her moft tender concern; and the experience, which lhe 

t Spotfwood, p. 3~4. 

herfelf, 
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herfelf, during fo many years, had of the extreme infdi- C HA P. 

city attending that fituation, had made her the more~ 
apprehenfive, lell: a like fate !hould purfue her unhappy 15Sl· 

offspring: That the long train of injufiice which !he had 
undergone; the calumnies to which !he had been expofed; 
were {o grievous, that, finding no place for right or truth 
among men, !he was reduced to make her laft appeal to 
Heaven, the only competent tribunal between princes of 
equal jurifditl:ion, degree, and dignity: That after her 
rebellious fubjetl-s, fecrctly infl:igated by Elizabeth's mi-
uill:ers, had expelled her the throne, had confined her in 
prifon, had purfued her with arms, !he had vo!untarily 
thrown herfelf under the protection of England ; fatally 
allured by thofe reiterated profeffions of amity which had 
been made her, and by her confidence in the genero!ity 
of a friend, an ally, and a kinfwoman: 'That not con-
tent with excluding her from her prefence, with fupport-
ing the ufurpers of her throne, with contributing to the 
defiruCl:ion of her faithful fubjetl:s, Elizabeth had reduced 
her to a worfe captivity than that from which !he had 
efcaped, and had made her this cruel return for the un-
limited confidence, which the had repofed in her: That 
though her refentment of fuch fevcre ufage had never car-
ried her farther than to ufe fome difappointed efforts for 
her deliverance, unh:1ppy for herfelf, and fatal to others, 
!he found the rigours of confinement daily mu !tip lied upon 
her; and at length carried to fuch a height that it fur-
paffed the bounds of all human patience any longer to 
endure them: That fhe was cut off from all communica-
tion, not only with the refr of mankind, but with her 
only fon; and her maternal fondnefs, which was now 
more enlivened by their unhappy fympathy in fituation, 
and was her foie remaining attachment to this world, de-
prived even of that melancholy folace, which letters or 

meffages 
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c H A P.me!fcwes could o-ive: That the bitternefs of her forrows, 
Xl I 0 b 

~ ftill more than her clofc confinement, had preyed upon 
15&3 her health, and had added the infuff~1able weight of bo-

ddy infirmity to all thofe other calamities, under which 
:fhe laboured : That while the daily experience of her 

maladies opened to her the comfortable profpect of an ap
proaching deliverance into a region where pain and forrow 
are no more, her enrmies envied her that lafl confo!Jtion; 
and having fec!rd(?d h r from every joy on earth, had 

done what in them lay to debar her from all hopes in her 
future and eternal exiilence: That the e,·crcife of her 

religion was refufed her; the ufe of thofe facred rites in 

whicn £he had been cd ucatcd; the commerce with thofe 
holy minifters, whom Hc:l\'en had appointed to receive the 

acknowledgment of our tranfgreffions, and to feal our 

penitence by a folemn re-ad million into hea\ enly favour 

and forgivenefs: Tr.at it \Vas in vain to complain of the ri

gours of JJerfecution exercited in other kingdoms; when 
a queen, and an innocent woman, was excluded from an 
indulgence, which "never yet, in the mofi barbarous 
countries, had been denied to the meanefl and mofr ob
noxious maiefaB:or: That could lhe ever be induced to 

defcc nd from that royal dignity in which Providence had 

placed her, or depart from her appeal to Heaven, there 
was only one other tribunal, to whic fhe would appeal 
f_:om all her enemies; to the juilice and humanity of 
Elizabeth's own breail, and to that lenity, which, unin
fluenced by malignant counfeJj :lhe would naturally be 
induced to exercife towards her: And that lhe finally 

intreat,d her, to refume her natural difpofition, and to 
refleCl: on the fupport, as we~l as comfort, which {he 

might receive from her fon and herfelf, if, joining the 
obligations of gratitude to the ties of blood, lhe would 
deign to raife them from their prefent melancholy fitu~ 

ation, 
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2 ion, and r infrate them in that liberty and , uthority, to c n " P. 

which they were entitled '1 • ~:___~ 
ELizAnETII was engaged to obihucr rv1ary's rc!tora- J~83· 

tion, chiefly bccaufe ihe forefaw an unhappy alternative 
attending that event. H this princefs recove:-cd any 
confiderable lhare of authority in Scotbnd, her rcfentment, 
ambition, zeal, and connections, both domefiic and 
foreign, might render her a dangerous neighbour to Eng· 
land, and enable her, after fuppreffing the protdlant party 
among her fu bjects, to revive thofe pretenfions, v.'hich 
:!he had formerly advar.ced to the crown, and vvhich her 
partizans in both kingdoms fc!ll fupportcd with great 
inclufiry and affurancc. If fhc were rcinfiatcd in power, 
with fuch frrict limitations as could not be broken, fhe 

might be difgufied with her fitmltion; and flying abroad, 
form more defperate attempts than any fovcrcign, who 
had a crown to hazard, would willingly undertake. Mary 
hcrfelf, fcnfiblc of tbcfc difficu!t!es, and convinced by 
experience, that Elizabeth \vou!J for ever debar her the 
throne, was now become more humble in her willies; and 
as a2"e and idirmitics h~d reprefi(d thofe fentiments of 
ambition, by which !he had formerly been fo much 
aCtuated, ilic was willing to facrifice all her hopes of 
grandeur, in order to obt:::in :1 little liberty; a bleffing 
~o which !he naturally afpired with the fondet1: imp<:-
ticnre. She propofed, thcrefo.e, that fhe fnould be 
afTociatcd with her fon in the title to the crown cf 
Scotland, bnt that the adminifh· tion fhould remain 
folcly in him: And fhe was con~ent to Jive in England, 
in a private fiation, and even under a kind of refiraint; 
but with follle more 1 i erty, both for exerci{c and compa-
ny, than fhe l1ad enjoyed, fincc the fi.dl difcovcry of he: 

intri,:2;ut!l with the duke of 1': crfoL'. B11t Elizabrtl:~ 

afraid lefi fuch a loofe mc~hod of vuarding h:.:r \Yo·tld 

" Camc::r., p. 48;. 
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c H A P. facilitate her efcape into France or Spain, or, at lealt, 
~would encourage and encreale her partizans, and enable 

15S3. her to cond uB: thofe intrigues, to which lhe had already 

difcovercd fo :fhong a propenfity, was fecrctly determined 

to deny her req uefl:s; and though {he feigned to aifent to 

them, {he well knew how to difappoint the expeCl-ations 

of the unhappy princefs. While Lenox maintained his 

authority in Scotland, fhe never gave any reply to all the 

applications made to her by the Scottiih queen '1': At pre

fent, when her own creatures had acquired poffeffion of 

the government, ili.e was refolved to throw the oc!ium of 

refufal upon them; and pretending, that nothing farther 

was required to a per feet accommodation, than the con

currence of the council of fl::1te in Scotland, ihe ordered 

her ambairador, Bowes, to open the negociation for 

lVIary's liberty, and her affociation with her fon in the 

title to the crown. Though ilie feemcd to make this 

conceffion to Mary, ihe refufed her the liberty of fending 

any ambalfador of her own; and that princefs could eafily 

conjeB:ure, from this circumfl:ance, what would be the 

refult of the pretended negociation. The privy council 

of Scotland, infl:igated by the clergy, rejeCted all treaty; 

and J ames, who was novv a captive in their hands, af

firmed, that he had never agreed to an affociation with 

his mother, and that the matter had never gone farther 

than fome loofe propofals for that purpofe x. 

THE affairs of Scotland remained not long in the pre

fent fituation. J amcs, impatient of refl:raint, made his 

efcape from his keepers; and Rying to St. Andrew's, 

fummoned his friends and partizans to attend him. The 

earls of Argyle, Marihal, Montrofe, and Rothes, ha

ftened to pay their duty to their fovereian · and the 

oppofite party found thcmfelves unable to refifl: 'fo power-

w Jebb, vol. ii. P· 540. x MS. in the Advocates' Library, A. 3• 
z8. p. 40 •. from the Cott, Lib, Calig. c. 9• 

ful 
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ful a combination. They were offered a pardon, upon c H A P. 

their fubmiffion, and an acknowledgment of their fault,~ 
in feizing the king's perfon, and refhaining him from 1583. 

his liberty. Some of them accepted of the terms : The 
greater number, particularly Angus, Hamilton, M arre, 
Glamis, left the country; and took Jhelter in Ireland or 
England, where they were protcCl:ed by Elizabeth. The 
earl of Arran was recalled to court; and the malcontents, 
who could not brook the authority of Lenox, a man of 
virtue and moderation, found, that, by their refiilance, 
they had thrown all power into the hands of a perfon, 
whofe counfels were as violent as his manners were pro-
fligate r. 

ELIZABETH wrote a letter to James; in which lhe 
quoted a moral fentence from Ifocrates, and indireetly 
reproached him with inconfi:ancy, and a breach of his 
engagements. James, in his reply, jufi:ified his meafures; 
and retaliated, by turning two paffages of Ifocratcs againft 
her z, She next fent Walfingham in an embaffy to him; 
and her chief purpofe in employing that aged minifi:cr in 
an errand, where fo little bufinefs was to be tranfaCl:ed, 
was to learn, from a man of fo much penetration and 
experience, the real character of James. This young 
prince poffeffed good parts, though not accompanied with 
that vigour and indufi:ry which his fi:ation required; and 
as he excelled in general difcourfe and converfation, Wal
fingham entertained a higher idea of his talents than he 
was afterwards found, when real bufinefs was tranfacted , 
to have fully meriteda. The account, which he gave 
his mi{hefs, induced her to treat J ames thenceforth with 
fome more regard, than fhe had hitherto been inclined to 
pay him. 

Y Spot(wood, p. 32. 5, 3~6, & feq. z Melvil, p. 140, 141. 
Strype, vol. iii, p. 165. a Melvil, p. 148. J:bb, vol. ii. p. 530. 
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c H A P. THE king of Scots, perfevering in his prefent views; 
XLL r d 1· . h . et d h "----._,..-' 1ummone a p:1r tament; w ere 1t was ena e , t at no 
1.)&4. clergyman ihould prefume, in his fermons, to utter falfe, 

untrue, or fcandalous fpeeches againft the king, the coun
cil, or the public meafures, or to meddle, in an improper 

m:!nner, with lthe affairs of his majefry and the Rates b, 

'I'hc clergy, finding that the pulpit would be no longer 

a fanCl:uary for them, were extremely offended: They 
faiJ, th:tt the king was become popi(h in his heart; and 

th r.; y gave their' adver[aries the epithets of grofs libertines, 

b~lly gods, and infamous perfons c. The violent conduct 

of Arran foon brought over the popularity to their fiJe. 

The earl of Gowry, though pardoned for the late attempt, 

v:~s committed to prifon, vvas tried on ome new accufa

tions, conclcn.ncd, and executed. Many innocent per
fons fuffe1 ed from the· tyranny of this favourite 1 and the 

banillied lvrds, being affifted by Elizabeth, now found 

the time favourable for the recovery of their efiates and 

authority. After they hcd been foiled. in one attempt 

upon Stirling, they prevailed in another; and being ad

mitted to the king's prefence, v,rere pardoned, and re

.ftored to his favour. 

ARRAN -vvas degraccd from authority; deprived of that 
efi:are and title which he had ufurped ; and the whole 

country feemcd to be compofed to tranquillity. Eliza

beth, after oppofing, during fome time, the credtt of 

the favourite, h:.td found it more expedient, before _his 
fall, to COITipound all differences with him, by means of 

Davifon, a minii1er whom fhe fent to Scotbnd: But 
having more confidence in the lords, whom {he had h\.lped 

to refiore, fhe was plea fed with this alrcra ion of affairs; 

and maintainecl a good correfponJ~ncc <vvi~h the new 

court and :niniflry of J, mes .... 

b Spotfwooa1 p. 3 33· 
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THESE revolutions in Scotland would have been re- C H A P. 
. XLI. 

garded as of fmall importance to the repofe and fecunty "--v----1 
· of Elizabeth, had her own fubjeB:s been entirely united, 1 5~4·. 

Con 1plr>•ors 
and had not the zeal of the Catholics, excited by con- in Eng'anJ. 

ftraint more properly than perfccution, daily threatened 

her with fome dangerous infurrcction. The vigilance of 

the minifiers, particularly of Burleigh and vValfingham, 
was raifcd _in proportion to the aB:ivity of the malcon-
tents ; and many arts, which h~d been bbmcable in a 

more peaceful government, were employed, in detecting 

confpiracies, and even difcovering the fccrct inclin~tions 
.of men. Counterfeit letters were written in the r.ame of 

the queen of Scots, or of the Englifh exiles, a~1d priv<1tcly 
conveyed to the houfes of the cathclics: Spies were hired 

to obferve the atl:ions and difcourfe of fufpeCl:ed perfons : 

Informers were countenanced; And though the fagacity 

of thefe two gr~at minifters helped them to diflingui!h the 

true from the 'falfe intelligence, many calumnies \Vere, 

no doubt, hearkened to, and all the fubjetls, particularly 

the catholics, kept in the utmoft :1nxiety and inquietude. 

Henry Piercy, earl of Nortl1umbcrland, brother to the 

earl . beheaded fome years before, and Philip Howard, 

earl of Arundel, fon of the unfortunate duke of Norfolk, 

fell under fufpicion; and the latter was, by order of 
council, confined to his own houfe. Francis Thrcg
morton, a private gentleman \Vas committed to cuHody, 

on account of a letter which he had written to the queen 

of Scots, and which was intercepted. Lord Pagct and 

Charles Arundel, who had been engaged with h!m in 

trcafonable defigns, immediately withdrew beyond f.:a. 

Throgmorton confefTed, that a pL:: n for an inv:1fion and 

infurretl:ion had been laid; and though, on his tr ial, he 

was defirous of retracting this confcffion, and iit1puting 
it to the fear of torture, he vns found guilty and ex' cutcd. 

Mendoza, the Spanilh arnba.fEldor, having promoted this 

VoL. V, S . confpiracy, 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

C H A P. confpiracy, was ordered to depart the kingdom; and 

~~Wade was fent into Spain, to excu(e his difmiffion, and 
1534-. to defire the king to fend another ambaffador in his place: 

But Philip would not fo much as admit the Englifh am .. 

bai;fador to his prefence. Creighton, a Scottifh Jefuit, 

coming over on board a veffel which was feized, tore fomc 

papers, with an intention of throwing them into the fea; 

but the wind blowing them back upon the fhip, they 

were pieced together, and difcovered fome dangerous 

fecrets d. 

MANY of thefe confpiracies were, with great appear· 

ance of reafon, imputed to the intrigues of the queen of 

Scots e; and as her name was employed in all of them, 

the touncil thought, that they could not ufe too many 

precautions againfi the danger of her claims, and the reft

lefs aCtivity of her temper. She was removed from under 

the care of the earl of Shrew!bury, who, though vigilant 

and faithful in that trufi, had alfo been indulgent to his 

prifoner, particular! y with regard to air and exercife: 

And fhe was committed to the cufiody of Sir Amias Pau

let and Sir Drue Drury; men of honour, but inflexible 

in their care and attention. An affociation was alfo 

fet on foot by the earl of Leicefrer and other cour· 

tiers; and as l:Jizabeth was beloved by the whole nation, 

except the more zealous catholics, men of all ranks wil

lingly flocked to the fubfcription of it. 'I'he purport of 

this affociation was to defend the queen, to revenge her 

death or any injury committed againfl: her, and to ex

clude from the throne all claimants, what title foever 

they might poffefs, by whofe fuggefiion, or for whofe 

behoof, any violence ihould be offered to her majefl:y f, 

The queen of Scots was fenfible, that this affociation was 

d Camcl!'n, p. 409. e Strype, vol, iii. p, 2.46. 

f State Trials, vol. i, p. rzz, 123• 

levelled 
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levelled againfi: her; and to remove all fufpicion from C H A P. 

herfelf, lhe alfo defired leave to fubfcribe it. ~ 
ELIZABETH, that ilie might the more difcourage mal- •sS4. 

• . 1.3d Nov. 
contents, by iliewmg them the concurrence of the natiOn A parlia-

in her favour, fummoned a new parliament; and ilie met ment. 

with that dutiful attachment, which £he expeB:ed. The 
affociation was confirmed by parliament; and a claufe 

was added> by which the queen was empowered to name 
commiffioners for the trial of any pretehder to the crown; 
who iliould attempt or imagine any invafion, infurreB:ion, 
or affaffination againfi: her : Upon condemnation, pro
nounced by thefe commiffioners, the guilty perfon was 
excluded from all claim to the fucceffion, and was farther 
punifhable, as her majefly iliould direCt. And for greater 

fccurity, a council of regency, in cafe of the queen's 
violent death, was appointed to govern the kingdom, to 
fettle the fucceffion, and to take vengeance for that atl: of 

treafon g. 

A SEVERE law was alfo enacted againfi: jefuits and po
piili priefis: It was ordained, that they iliould depart 
the kingdom within fbrty days; that thofe who fhould 
remain beyond that time, or fhould afterwards return, 

fhould be guilty of treafon ; that thofe who harboured or 
relieved them iliould be guilty of felony; that thofe who 
were educated in feminaries, if they returned not in fix 
months after notice given, and fubmitted not themfclves 

to the queen, before a bilhop or two jufiices, 1hould be 
guilty of treafon; and that if any, fo fubmitting them
felves, il10uld, within ten years, approach tlie cotirt, or 
come within ten miles of it, their fubmiffion :lhould be 
void h. By this Jaw, the exercifc of the catholic religion, 
which had fot merly been prohibited under lighter pet1al
ties, and which was, in many infiances, connived at, 
was totally fuppreffed. In the fubfequent part of the 

g 2.7 Eliz. cap . I. 
h . ~ Ibif, cap. ~. 

s 2 queeG's 
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CH A P. qucen's reign, the law was fometimes executed, by the 
XLI. . ·fl... • 11. l h . ~ capttal punnument of pnens; and thoug 1 t e part1zans 

1 584. of that princefs afferted, that they were punilhed for their 

treafon, not their religion, the apology mufi only be un

cledlood in this fenfe, that the law was enaeted on ac

count of the treafonable views and attempts of the feet, 
not that every individual, who fufFered the penalty of the 

law, was convicted of treafon i, The catholics, there

fore, might now with juil:ice complain of a violent per• 

fecution; which, we may fafely affirm, in fpite of the 

rigid and bigotted maxims of that age, not to be the beft 

method of converting them, or of reconciling them to 

the efi:abli{hed government and religion. 

THE parliament, befides arming the queen with thefe 

powers, granted her a fupply of one fubfidy and two 

.fifteenths. The only circumftance, in which their pro· 

ceedings were clifagreeable to her, was an application, 

made by the commons, for a farther reformation in eccle· 

1iaftica1 matters. Yet even in this attempt, which af

feCted her, as well as them, in a delicate point, they 

clifcovered how much they were overawed by her autho

rity. The majority of the houfe were puritans, or in:

clined to that feet k ; but the fevere reprimands, which 

they had already, in former feffions, met with from the 

throne, deterred them from introducing any bill concern· 

ing religion ; a proceeding which would have been inter

preted as an encroachment on the prerogative : They 

i Some even of thofe who defend the queen's meafures, allow that in ten 

,years fifty priefts were executed, and fift;-five banilhed. Camden, p 6.J9· 
k Be<ides the petition after me t ontd, another proof of the prevaleocy 

of the puritans among the CO'llmons was their palling a bill for the reverent 

obfervance of Su>Jday, which they termed the Sabbath, and the depriving 

the people of thofe amuft>ments, which they were accuftomed t~ take on that 

day. D'Eweo, p. 335• It was a firong fyrnptom of a contrar~ fpirit in the 

npper houfe, that they ptopofed to add Wednef<hy to the faft day~ and to 

proh~bit entirely the eating of fidh on that day. D'Ewes1 P· 373 , ' 

1 were 

I 
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were content to proceed by way of humble petition, and c H A P. 
XLI. 

that not addre!fed to her majefiy, which would have___.,_.__, 
given offence, but to the houfe of lords, or rather the 1)84 

bilhops, who had a feat in that houfe, and from whom 

alone they were willing to receive all advances towards 

reformation 1 : A firange departure from what we now 

apprehend to be-the dignity of the commons I 

THE commons defired in their humble petition, that 

no bifhop lhould exercife his funB:ion of ordination but 

with the confent and concurrence of fix preiliyters: But 

this demand, as it really introduced a change of ecclefia_. 

Hical government, was firm] y rejeB:cd by the prelates. 

"They defired, that no clergyman fnould be infiituted 

into any benefice, without previous notice being given 

to the parilh, that they mi ght examine whether th~re 

lay any objeCtion to his life or doCtrine: An attempt to
wards a popular model, which naturally met with the 

fame fate. ln another article of the petition, they pray

ed, that the bifhops fhould not infifi upon every cere

mony, or deprive incumbents for omitting part of the 

fervice: As if. uniformity in public wor!hip had not 

been efiablifhed by law; or ~s if the prelates had been 

endowed with a difpenfing power. They complained of 

abufes, which prevailed, in pronouncing the fentence of 

excommunication, and they entreated ~he reverend fathers 

to think of fome law for the remedy of thefe abufes : 

Implying, that thofe matters were too high for the com

mons of themfelves to attempt. 

BuT the mofi material article, \vhich the commons 

touched upon in their petition, was the court of eccle

fiafiical commiffion, and the oath e.'< ojjicio, as it wa 

called, exaCted by that court. This is a fubjcel of fuch 

importance as to merit fome explanation. 

1 D'.Ewes, p. 35 • 

s 3 1 nr 
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c H A P. THE firfl: primate after the queen's acceffion, was 
XLI. p . .d . .n.· t. • h ll 

"-........,...._.1 arker; a man ng1 111 exacung con ot·mtty to t e ena-

1584. blilhed worihip, and in punifhing, by fine or depriva-
The ecclefi- . ll · · · 1 J h d 
aftical ~ourt. t10n, a. the puntamca c ergymen, w o attempte to 

innovate any thing in the habits, ceremonies, or liturgy 

of the church. He died in I 57 5; and was fucceeded by 

Grindal, who, as he himfelf was inclined to the new 

feet, was with great difficulty brought to execute the 

laws againfi them, or to punifh the nonconforming clergy. 

He declined obeying the queen's orders for the fuppreffion 

of prophecyings, or the affemblies of the zealots in private 

houfes, which, fhe apprehended, had become fo many 

academies of fanaticifm; and for this offence, lhe had, by 

an order of the Star Chamber, fequeitered him from his 

archiepifcopal function, and confined him to his own houfe. 

V pon his death, which happened in I s83, lhe determined 

not to fall into the fame error in her next choice; and flte 

named Whitgift, a zealous churchman, who had already 

ftgnalized his pen in controverfy, and who, having in vain 

attempted to convince the puritans by argument, was now 

refolved to open their eyes by power, and by the execution 

of penal fiatutes. He informed the queen, that all the 

fpiritual authority, lodged in the prelates, was infigqi

ficant without the fanCtion of the crown; and as there 

was no ecclefiaitical commiffion at that time in force, he 

engaged her to i!fue a new one; more arbitrary than any 

9f the former, and conveying more unlimited authoritym. 

She appointed forty-four comrniffioners, twelve of whom 

were ecclefiafiics; three commiffioners made a quorum; 

the j urifdiction of the court extended over the whole king

dom, and over all orders of men ~ and every circum

ftance of its authotity, and all its methods of proceeding, 

were contrary to the clcarefi principles of law and na

r~ral equity. The commiffioners were empoweret to 

Jll Neal's ~illo~y of the Puritans, vol. i. p. 410. 

vi fit 
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vjfit and reform all errors, herefies, fchifms, in a word C H A P. 

to regulate all opinions as well as to punifh all breach~~ 
of uniformity in the exercife of public wodhip. They 1584. 

were directed to make enquiry, not only by the legal 

methods of juries and witndfes, but by all other means 

and ways, which they could devifc; that is, by the rack, 

by torture, by inquifition, by imprifonment. Where 

they found reafon to fufpeB: any per(on, they might ad-

minifi:er to him an oath, called ex Officio, by which he 

was bound to anfwer all quefiions, and might thereby 

be obliged to accufe himfclf or his mofr intimate friend. 

The fines, which they levieJ, were difcretionary, and 

often occafioned the total ruin of the offender, con-

trary to the e!lablifhed laws of the kingdom. The im

prifonment, to which they condemned any delinquent, 

was limited by no rule but their own pleafure. They 

affumed a power of impofing on the clergy what new 
articles of fubfcription, and confeq uently of faith, they r 

thought proper. Though all other fpiritual courts were 

(~bjeB:, fince the reformation, to inhibitions from the 

fupreme courts of law, the ecclefiafiical commiffioners 

were exempted from that legal jurifditlion, and were 

liable to no controul, And the more to enlarge their 

authority, they were empowered to punilh all i~cefl:s, 
adulteries, fornications; al1 outr::~ges, mi!bchaviours, and 

diforders in marriage: And the puni!bments, which they 

might infliCt, were according to their wifdom, con-

f<:ience, and difcretion. In a word, this court was a 

real inquijition; attended with all the iniquities, as well 

as cruelties, inf('parable from that tribunal. And as the 

jurifdiB:ion of the ecclefiafiical court was defiruB:ive of 

all law, fo its ereCtion was deemed by many a mere 

ufurpation of this imperious princefs; and had no other 

foundation than a claufe of a fratute, refioring the fu-

l)remary to the crown, and empowering the fovereign 

s f , tQ 
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c H A P. to appoint co'Tlmiffioners for exercifing that prerogative. 

~But prerog:::tivc in general, efpecially the fupremacy, 
158·1· was fuppoied in that age to involve powers, which 

no law, precedent, or reafon could limit and dcter

mme. 

BuT though the commons, in their humble petitio~ 

to the prelates; haJ touched ro gently and fubmiffively on 

the eccldiafiical grievances, the queen, in a fpeech from. 
the throne at the end >f the f .... ffion, could not forbear 

taking notice of their prefun.ption, and reproving them 
for thofe murmurs, which, for fear of off( nding her, 
they had pronounced fo low as not direB:l y to reach her 

royal cars. After givint; them fome general thanks for 
their attachment to her, and making profeffions of af

fection to her fubjech, ihe told them, that whoever 
found fa~tlt \vith tne church threw a flander upon her, 
fince f11e was appointed by God fupreme ruler over it, 'and 

110 herefies or fch~(ms could prevail in the kingdom but 
by her permi.1ion and negligence: That fome abufes 
muil: neceffarily have place in every thing; but Qle warn

ed the prelates to be watchful ; for if fhe found them 
cardefs of their charge, fhe was fully determined to de
po[c them: That fue was co"11monly fuppofed to havy 
employed herfelf in many fl:udi(s, particularly philofo· 

p~ical (by which, I fuppofe, 1he meant theological) 

and {he would confefs, that few, whofe leifure had not 

allowed them to make profeffion of fcience, had read or 
rcRected more: That as :lhe could difcern the prefump· 
tion of many, in curioufly canvaffing the fcriptures, and 
fiarting innovations, fhe would no longer endure this li
centiou1~ e s; but meant to guide her people, by God's 

rule, in the jufi mean between the corruptions of Rome and 

the errors of modern fectaries : And that as the Romanifts 
were the inveterate enemies of her perfon, fo the other 

innovators were dangerous to all kingly government; and 

under 
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under colour of preaching the word of God, prefumed C H A P • 
. r h . . . d d r h XLI. to exerc11e t e1r pnvate JU gment, an to centure t e ~ 

~B:ions of the prince n. 1584. 

FRoM the whole of this tr:mfaB:ion, we may obferve, 
that the commons, in making their general application 
to the prela~es, as well as in fome pani..:u!ar articles of 
their petition, iliowed themfclvcs wholly ignorant, no 
lefs than the queen, of the principles of liberty and a 
legal conflitution. And it may not be unworthy of re
mark, that Elizabeth, fo far from yielding to the difplea
fure of the parliament again£1: the ecclefiafi:ical commif
fion, granted, before the end of her reign, a new com

miffion; in which Qle enlarged, rather than refl:rained, the 
powers of the commiffioners 0 • 

' DuRING this feffion of parliament, there was difco

vered a confpiracy, which much encreafed the general 
animofity again£1: the Catholics, and fi:dl farther widened 
the breach between the religious parties. William Parry, 
a catholic gentleman, . had received the queen's pardon 
for a crime, by which he was expofed to capital punifh
ment; and having obtained pcrmiffion to travcJ, he re
tired to Milan, and made open profeffion of his religion, 
which he had concealed while he remained in England. 
He was here perfuaded by Palmio, a jefuit, that he 
eould not perform a more meritorious aCl:ion, than to 
take away the life of his fovereign and his benefachefs; 
the nuncio, Campeggio, whel) confulted, approved ex
tremely of this pious undertaking; and Parry, though 
:frill agitated with doubts, came to Paris, with an in
tention of paffing over to England, and executi11g his • 
bloody purpofe. He was here encouraged in rhe defig'l 
by Thomas Morgan, a gentleman of great credit in the 
party; and though Watts and fome other catholic prie!b 

n See note [R] at the end of the volume. 

~: :32· 386. 400. 
o Rymer, vol. xvi, 

told 
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c H 'A P. told him, that the enterpri(e was criminal and impious, 
XLI. . . 

'--v---1 he preferred the authonty of Raggazzom, the nuncio at 

•5&4. Paris, and determined to perfi.fl: in his refolution. He 

here wrote a letter to the pope, which was conveyed to 

cardinal Como; he communicated his intention to the 

holy father; and craved his abfolution and paternal be
nediCtion. He received an anfwer from the cardinal, by 
which he found that his purpofe was extremely ap
plauded; and he came over to England with a full defign 

of carrying it into execution So deeply are the fenti

rnents of morality engraved in the human breafi, that it 

is difficult even for the prejudices of falfe religion totally 

to efface them; and this bigotted affaffin refolved, before 

he came to extremities, to try every other expedient for 

alleviating the perfecutions, under which the Catholics 

at that time laboured. He found means of being intro

duced to the queen; affured her that many confpiracies 

were formed againft her; and exhorted her, as £he ten

dered her life, to give the Romanifts fome more indul. 

gence in the exercife of their religion: But lefi he fhould 

be tempted by the opportunity to affaffinate her, he always 

came to court unprovided with every offenfive weapon. 

He even found means to be eleCted member of p:ulil
ment; and having made a vehement harangue againfi the 
fevere laws enaeted this la.fl: feffion, was committed to 

cufiody for his freedom, and fequeftered from the houfe. 

His failure in thefe attempts confirmed him the more in 

his former refolution; and he communicated his inten· 

tions to Nevil, who entered zealoufly into the defign, 

and was determined to have a fhare in the merits of its 
execution. A book, newly publifued by Dr. Alien, af
terwards created a cardinal, ferved farther to efface all 

their fcruples, with regard to the murder of an heretical 

prince; and having agreed to fhoot the queen, while {he 

1hould be taking the air on horfeback, they refolved, if 
they 
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they could not make their efcape, to facrifice their Hves, C H A P. 

in fulfilling a duty, fo agreeable, as they imagined, to~~ 
the will of God and to true religion. But while they 1584. 

were watching an opportunity for the execution of their 
purpofe, t~ earl of Weltmoreland happened to die in 

exile; and as Nevil was next heir to that family, he 
began to entertain hopes, that, by doing fome accept-
able fervice to the queen, he might recover the eltate 

and honours, which had been forfeited by the rebellion 
of the laft earl. He betrayed the whole confpiracy to 

the minifters; and Parry, being thrown into prifon, con-
feffed the guilt, both to them, and to the jury who tried 

him. The letter from cardinal Como, being produced 
in court, put Parry's narrative beyond all quefi-ion; and 
that criminal, having received fentence of death P, fuf-

fered the punilhment, which the law appointed for his 
treafonable confpiracy q. 

THESE bloody defigns now appeared every where, as 
the refult of that bigotted fpirit by which the two reli

gions, efpecially the catholic, were at this time atl:uated. 

Somerville, a gentleman of the county of Warwic, 
fomewhat difordcred in his underftanding, had heard fo 
much of the merit attending the affaffination of heretics 

and perfecutors, that he came to London with a view of 

murdering the queen; but having betrayed his defign by 
fome extravagances, he was thrown into prifon, and 
there perifhed by a voluntary death r. About the fame The affairs 

. B 1 G d B d. d k d of the Low tune, a tazar erar , a ure:un 1an, un ertoo , an c t . '-' oun uea. 

executed the fame defign againft the prince of Orange; 
and that great man peri!hed at Delft, by the hands of a 

defperate affafiin, who, with a refolution worthy of a better 

caufe, facrificed his own life, in order to defi-roy the famous 
reftorcr and protetl:or of religious liberty. The Flemings, 

1' State Trials, vol. i. p. to3, & feq. Strype, vol iii. p. zs.c;, & f,.q. 
fi See note (S) at the end of the volume. t CamQer.! P• 49 · • 
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H A P. who recrarded that prince as their father, were filled with 
XLI b 

~great f rrow, as well wlen they confidered the miferable 

'.)84. end of fo brave a patrio~ as their own forlorn condition, 

from the lofs of fo poverful and prudent a leader, and 

from the rapid progrefs tf the Spanifu arms. The prince 

of Parma had made every year great advances upon them, 

had reduced feveral of tle provinces to obedience, and had 

laid clofe fitge to Antw.rp, the richefi and rnofi populous 

city of the Netherlands,whofe fubjeetion, it was forefeen, 

would give a mortal bl<.w to the already declining affairs 

of the revolted provincs. The only hopes, which re

mained to them, arofe :rom the profpeCt of forei~n fuc

cour. Being well acq uantld with the cautious and frugal 

maxims of Elizabeth, they expeClcd better fuccefs in 

France; and in the vi&¥ of engaging Henry to embrace 

their defence, they tenc~red him the fovereignty of their 

provinces. But the pnfent condition of that monarchy 

obliged the king to rejeli: fo advantageous an offer. The 
duke of Anjou's death, which, he thought, would have 

tenJed to refiore publi: tranquillity, by delivering him 

from the intrigues of nat prince, plunged him into the 

ceepefi di!lrefs; and theking of N avarre, a profdftd hugo

not, being next heir to he crown, the duke of Guife took 

thence occafion to re vi V! the catholic league, and to urge 

Henry, by the mofi: volent expedients, to feek the ex

clufion of that brave a1d virtuous prince. Henry him· 

felf, though a zealous :atholic, yet, becaufe he declined 

complying with their )recipitate meafures, became an 

object of averfion to :he league; and as his zeal, in 

practifing all the fuperfitious obfervances of the Romifu 

church, was accompan.ed wi1:h a very licentious condutl: 

in private life, the catlolic fatl:ion, in contradiCl:ion to 

univerfal experience, errbraced thence the pretext of rcpre· 

fenting his devotion as nere deceit and hypocrify. Find· 

ing his author;ty to ddine, he was obliged to declare 

war againfi the hugonos, and to put arms into the hands 
of 
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of the league, whom, both or account of their dangcr-C H A P. 

ous pretcnfions at home, aud their clofe alliance with~~ 
Philip, he fecrctly regarded a1 his more dangerous ene- J585. 

mies. Confi:rained by the fanc policy, he dreaded the 
danger of affociating himfelf wth the revolted protefiants 

in the Low Countries, and w;s obliged to renounce that 

inviting opportunity of rcve1ging himfelf for all the 
hofi:ile intrigues and enterprize of Philip. 

THE States, reduced to ths extremity, fent over a 
folemn embaffy to London, a1d made anew an offer to 
the queen, of acK:nowledging 1er for their fovereign, on 

condition of obtaining her proeCl:ion and affifrance. Eli
zabeth's wifeft counfellors wee divided in opinion with 

regard to the conduct, which lhe lhould hold in this 
critical and important emerge1ce. Some advift:d her to 

rejetl: the offer of the States, rmd reprefented the immi
nent dangers, as well as injufice, attending the accept
ance of it. They faid, that tle fuppreffion of rebellious 

fubjects was the common catfe of all fovereigns, and 
any encouragement, given to ne revolt of the Flemings, 
might prove the example of ~ like pernicious licence to 

the Englilh: That though pinccs were bound by the 
laws of the Supreme Being no to opprefs their fubjecrs, 

the people never were entitled o forget all duty to their 
fovereign, or transfer, from ·very fancy or difgufr, or 
even from the jufl:efi: ground •f complaint, their obedi
ence to any other mafl:er: Tht the queen, in the fuc
cours hitherto afforded the Jlemings, had confidered 

them as labouring under oppeffion, not as entitled to 
freed om; and had intended ony to admonilh Philip not 

to perfevere in his tyranny, without any view of ra
,,ifuing from him theCe provir:::es, wh~ch he enjoyed by 
hereditary right from his ancdors: That her fituation 

in Ireland, and even in En!land, would afford that 

powerful mo:1arch fufficient tpponunity of retaliating 

upon 
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c H A P. upon her; and !he mufl: thenceforth expeCl:, that, infl:ead 

~of fecretly fomenting faCtion, he would openly employ 

158 5. his whole force in the protection and defence of the ea. 

tholics: That the pope would undoubtedly unite his fpi

ritual arms to the temporal ones of Spain: And that the 

queen would foon repent her making fo precarious an 

acquifition in foreign countries, by expofing her own 

dominions to the mofi: imminent danger 8
• 

OTHER counfellors of Elizabeth maintained a con

trary opmwn. They afferted, that the queen had not, 

even from the beginning of her reign, but certainly had 
not at prefent, the choice, whether lhe would embrace 

friendlhip or hofi:ility with Philip : That by the whole 

tenor of that princes conduCt it app~ared, that his foie 

aims were, the extending of his empire, and the entire 

fubjetlion of the protefl:ants, under the fpecious pre

tence of maintaining the catholic faith : That the pro

vocations, which fhe had already given him, joined to 

his general fcheme of policy, would for ever render him 

her implacable enemy; and as foon as he had fubdued 

his revolted fubjects, he would undoubtedly fail, with 

the whole force of his united empire, on her defence• 

lefs fl:ate: That the only quefiion was, whether fhe 
would maintain a war abroad, and fupported by allies, or 

wait till the fubjetlion of all the confederates of Eng

land iliould give her enemies leifure to begin their hofii'-
lities in the bowels of the kingdom: That the revolted 

provinces, though in a declining condition, poffeffed fiill 

confiderable force; and by the affifiance of England, by 
the advantages of their fituation, and by their inveterate 

antipathy to Philip, might frill he enabled to maintain 

the contefr againfl: the Spaniili monarchy: That their 
maritime power, united to the queen's, would give her 

entire fecurity on the fide from which alone £he could 

' Camden, P• 507. Bentivoglio, part :z.. lib. iv. 
be 
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be affaulted, and would even enable her to make inroads C H A P .. 

on Philip's dominions, both in Europe and the Indies: ~~ 
That a war, which was neceffary, could never be un- J_sis. 

j ufr; and [elf-defence was concerned, as well in prevent-
ing certain dangers at a diftance, as in repelling any im-
mediate invafion : And that, fince hofiility with Spain 
was the unavoidable confequence of the prefent intercfrs 
and fituations of the two monarchies, it were better to 
compenfate that danger and lofs by the acquifition of fuch 
important provinces to the Englifh empire t. 

AMIDST thefe oppofite councils, the queen, apprehen
fi.ve of the confequences attending each extreme, was 
inclined to fteer a middle courfe ; and though fuch con
duel: is feldom prudent, fhe was not, in this refolution, 
guided by any prejudice or mifhken affeCtion. She was 
determined not to permit, without oppofition, the total 
fubjeCl:ion of the revolted provinces, whofe interefts 1he 
deemed fo clofely conneCted with her own: But fore
feeing that the acceptance of their fovereignty would ob
lige her to employ her whole force in their defence, would 
give umbrage to her neighbours, and would expofe her 
to the reproach of ambition and ufurpation, imputations 
which hitherto fhe had carefully avoided, fhe immedi
ately rejeCl:ed this offer. She concluded a league with 
the States on the following conditions: That fue lhould 
fend over an army to their affifiance, of five thoufand 
foot and a thot1fand horfe, and pay them during the war; 
that the general, and two others, whom fhe ihould ap
point, fhould be admitted into the council of the States; 
that neither party fbouid make peace without the confent 
of the other ; that her expences !hould be refunded after 
the conclufion of the war; and that the towns of Flufh
ing and the Brille, with the caftle of Rammekins, fhould 

t Camden, p, 507. Bentivog!io, part t. lib. iv. 

in 
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c H A P. in the mean time, be configned into her hands, by way of 
XLI. r . 
~.--l lCCUrtty. 

J_sSs· THE queen knew that this meafure would immedi-

ately engage her in open hofiilities with Philip; yet was 

not fhe terrified with the view of the prefent greatnefs of 

that monarch. The continent of Spain was at that 

time rich and populou£; and the late addition of Portu~ 

gal, bdides fecuring internal tranquillity, had annexed 

an opulent kingdom o Philip's dominions, had made him 

mafier of many fettlements in the Eafi-Indies and of the 

whole commerce of thofe regions, :and had much en

creafed his naval power, 1n which he was before chiefly 

deficient, All the princes of Italy, even the pope and 

the court of Rome, were reduced to a kind of fubjeetion 

under him, and feemcd to poffefs their fovereignty on 

terms fomewhat precarious. The Aufirian branch in 
Germany, with their dependant principalities, was clofe

ly conneCl:ed with him, and was ready to fupply him with 

troops for every ente~p:-ize. All the treafures of the 

Wefi-Indies were in his poffeffion; and the prefent 

fcarcity of the precious metals in every country of Eu

rope, rendered the influence of his riches the more 

forcible and extenfive. ,..fhe Netherlands fcemed on the 

point of relapfing into fervitude; and fmall hopes were 

entertained of· their withfranding thofe numerous and 

veteran armies, which, under the command of the mo!l: 
experienced generals, he employed againfi: them. E\·en 
France, which was wont to counterbalance the Aufinan 
greatnets, had lofr all her force from intef1·ine commo· 

tions; and as the Catholics, the ruling party, were clofely 

connected ~vith him, he rather ex peaed thence an aug· 
mentation, than a diminution, of his power Upc.n the 

whole, fuch prepoffeffions were e\ ery wHere entertained 

concerning the force of the Span!lh mona1 eh), t~lat the 

king of Sweden, when he h~a1d thn El!zabeLh bad 

openly 
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Qpenly embraced the defence of the revolted Flemings, C H A P. 
XLI. 

fcrupled not to fay, that fhe had now taken the diadem~ 
from her head, and had adventured it upon the doubtful 1 585· 

chance of w01.r ". Y et was this princefs rather cautious 
than enterprifing in her natural temper: She ~ver need-
ed more to be impelled by the vigour, than refirained by 
the prudence of her minifiers: But when lhe faw an evi-
dent neceffity, lhe braved danger with magnanimous cou .. 
rage; and trufring to her own confummate wifdom, and 
to the affeCtions, however divideJ; of her people, fhe 
prepared herfelf to refifi, and even to alfaulr, the whole 
force of the catholic monarch. · 

THE Earl of Leiceficr was fent over to Holland, at the 
head of the Englilh auxiliary forces. E carried with 
him a fplendid retinue ; being accompanied by the young 
earl ·of Effex, his fon-in-law, the lords Audley and 
North, Sir William Ruffel, ir Thomas Shirley, Sir 
Arthur Baffet, Sir Waiter Waller; Sir Gervafe Clifton, 
and a feletl: troop of five hundred gentlemen. He was 
received, on his arrival at Flu!hing, by his riephew Sir 
Philip Sidney, the governor; and every town, througli -
which he paffed, expreffed their joy by acclamations and 
triumphal arches, as if his prefence and the queen's pro
tection had brought them the mofr certain deliverance. 
The States, defirous of engaging Elizabeth frill fanher 
in their defence, and knowing the interefi: which Lci
cefrer poffeffed with her, conferred on him the title of 
governor and captain-general of the United Provinces, 
appointed a guard to attend him, and treated him, in 
feme refpeB:s, as their fovereign. But this frep had a 
contrary effeCt to what they expected. The queen was 
difpleafed with the artifice of the States, and the ambi
tion of Leicefrer. She fevcrely reprimanded both; and 

u Camgen, p. soS. 

VoL. V, 
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c H A P. it was with fome difficulty, that, after many humble 
~ fubmiffions, they were able to appcafe her. 

1 ?~~· AMERICA was regarded as the chief fource of Philip's 
Holhh tJeS 
with Spain. power, as well as the mofr defcncelefs part of his domi-

nions; and Elizabeth, finding that an open breach with 
that monarch was unavoidable, refolved not to leave him 
unmoleH:ed in that quarter. The great fuccefs of the 
SpaniJrds and Portuguefe in both Indies had excited a 
ipirit of emulation in England; and as the progrefs of 
commerce, frill more that of colonies, is flow and gra
dual, it was happy, that a war, in this critical period, 
had opened a more Battering profpeB: to the avarice and 
ambition of the Engli!h, and had tempted them, by the 
view of fuclden and exorbitant profit, to engage in naval 
enterprizes. A Beet of twenty fail was equipped to at· 
tack the Spaniards in the Wefi-Indies: Two thoufand 
three hundred volunteers, befidcs feamen, engaged on 
board of it; Sir Francis Drake was appointed admiral; 
Chrifiopher Carli!1e commander of the ]and forces. They 

1 sS6. took St. J ago, near Cap~ Verde, by furprize; and found 
Januar>· in it plenty of provifions, bLt no riches. They failed 

to I-Iifpaniola; and eafily making themfelves mafier of 
St. Domingo by affiudt, obliged the inhabitants to ran
fom their houfts by a fum of money. Carthagena fell 
next into their hanJs after fome more refifiance, and was 
treated in the [;Ime m.1.nner. 'They burned St. Anthony 
aml St. Helens, two tovv-ns on the coafi of Florida. Sail· 
ing along the coail of Virginia, they found the fmall 
rcmai ns of a colony which had been planted there by Sir 
\V alter Raleigh, and v. hi eh had n-one extremely to de· 

b . 

cay. This \vas the firft attempt of the Engliili w form 
fuch fettlements; and thoug:1 they h~ve fince furpafl'ed 
all Europe2.n nations, both in the fituation of their colo
nies, and in the noble principles of liberty and induftry, 
on \vhich they' are foundd; they had here been [o unfuc· 

cefsful, 



ELIZABETH. 

efsful, that the miferable planters abandorted their fet- C H A P • 
. l XLI. tlements, and prevailed on Drake to carry them Wit 1 "--...r---J 

him to England. He returned with fo much riches 15£6., 

as encouraged the volunteers, and with fuch accounts of 
the Spani!h weaknefs in thofe countries as fcrvd ex-
tremely to enflame the fpirits of the nation to future 
enterprizcs. The great mortality, which the climate 
had produced in his fleet, was, as is ufual, but a 
feeble refiraint on the avidity and fanguine .hopes of 
young adventurers w. It is thought that Drake's fleet 
firfr introJuced the ufe of tobacco into England. 

THE enterprizes of Leicefl:er \Vcrc much Jcfs fuccefs
ful than thofe of Drake. 'rhis man pofTdfeJ neither 
courage nor capacity, equ:1l to the trufr rcpofcd in him 
by the queen; and as he was the only bad choic~ f'ne 
made for any confiderable employment, men naturally 

believed, that £he had here been influenced by an affection 
frill more partial than that of friendfhip. He gaineJ at 

fidl: fome advantage in an action againfr the Spaniards; 
and threw fuccours into Grave, by which that place 
was enabled to make a vigorous defence : But the cow
ardice of the governor, Van Hemert, rendered all thefe 

efforts ufelefs. He capitulated after a feeble refi{bnce; 
and being tried for his conduCt, fuffered a capital puni!h
ment from the fentence of a court martial. The prince 
of Parma next undertook the fiege of Venlo, which 

was furrendcred to him after fume refi!l:ance. The 

fate of N uys was more difmal; being taken by affault, 
while the garrifon was treating of a capitulation. Rhim .. 

berg, which was garrifoned by twelve hundred Englifh; 

under the command of colonel Morgan, W:Js afterwards 
befieged by the Spaniards; and Leicefier, thinking him

felf too weak to attempt raifing the liege, endeavoured to 

w Can1den, p. 509, 

T~ draw 
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C H A P. draw ofF the prince of Parma by forming another enter .. 
XLI 

'----....,.:___ prize He firft attacked Doefberg, and fucceeded : H~ 

1586. then fat down before Zutphen, which the Spanifu gene• 

ral thought fo important a fortref~, that he hafi:ened to 

irs relief. He made the marqucfs of Guafi:o advance 

with a convoy, which he intended to throw into the 

place. rrhey were favoured by a fog; but falling by 
accident on a body of Engli!h cavalry, a furious aCtion 

cnfucd, 'in which the Spaniards wereworfi:ed, and the mar .. 

quefs of Gonzaga, an Italian nobleman of great reputation 

~nd family, was flain. The purfuit was flopped by the 

advance of the prince of Parma with the main body of the 

Spanilli army; and the Englifh cavalry, on their return 

from the field, found their advantage more than corn· 

penfated by the lofs of Sir Philip Sidney, who, being 

mortally wounded in, the action, was carried off by the 

foldiers, and foon after died. 'This perfon is defcribed 

by the writers of that age as the moft perfect model of 

an accomplifued gentleman, that could be formed even 

by the wanton imagination of poetry or fiB:ion. Virtu• 

ous conducr, polite converfation, heroic valour, and ele

g<mt erudition, ~111 concurred to render him the orna

ment and delight of the Englifl1 court; and as the credit, 

which he policffed with the queen and the earl of Lei

cefi:er, was wholly employed in the encouragement of 

genius and literature, his praifes have been tranfmitted 

with advantage to pofl:erity. No perfon was fo low as 

not to become an object of his humanity. After this 

Jafl: action, while he was lying on the field, mangled 

with wounds, a bottle of water was brought him to re

lieve his thirfr; but obferving a foldier near him In a 

like miferable condition, he fa id, ?:his man1s necejfity is Jlill 
greater than mine: And refigned to him the bottle of 

water. The kmg of Scots, !truck with admiration of' 

Sidney's virtue, celebrated his memory in a copy of Latin 

vcrfes, 
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verfes, which he compofed on the death of that young c H A P. 
XLI. 

hero. "---y---J 

THE Englilh, though a long peace had deprived them 
of all experience, were frrongly poffdfd of military ge

nius; and the advantages, gained by the prince of Par
ma, were not attributed to the fuperior bravery and diC ... 
cipline of the Spaniards, but {o)e y to th e want of mili
tary abilities in Leicefrcr. The ~rates \\·ere much d ifcon
tented with his management of the war; Hill more witn his 
arbitrary and imperious conduCt; and at the end cf the 

campaign, they applied to him for a redrds of ali th t ir 
grievances. But Lciccfi:e r·, without giving them any fatis
faB:ion, departed foon after for England x, 

THE queen, while ihe provoked fo powerful an enemy 
as the king of Spain, was not forgetful to (ccure herfelf 
on the fide of Scotland; and !he endeavoured both to 
culti vatc the fricnd£hip and alliance of her kinfman, 

J am ... s, and to remove all grounds of q u:urcl between 
them. An attempt, which fhe had made fome time be
fore, was not well calcu latcd to gain the confidence of 
that prince. She had difp.1tched Wotton as her ambafla

dor to Scotlapd; but though lhe g<lVe him private in

ftruEl:ions with reg;ud to her affairs, fhc informed J ~mcs, 
that, when fhe had any political bufinefs to difcufs with 
him, fhe would employ another mindter; that this man 
was not fitted for Lrious negociations; and th:1t her chief 

purpofe in fending him, was to entertain the king with 

witty and facetipus converfation, and to part;.ke without 
referve of his pleafurcs and amufements. \Votton WJS 

mafi:er of profound diffimulation, and knew how to cover, 

l-tnder the appear;::nce of a carelefs gaiety, the dcrpdt de
fi6ns, and moft dangerous artifices. \Vhen b~t a youth 

x Camdm, p. su. Iientivoglio, part 2. !:b. 4• 
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c ~I A P. of twenty, he had been employed by his uncle, Dr. 
XLI. b IJ" cl . F d . h . f M ~ Wotton, am ana or m ranee unng t e re1gn o I aiy, 
15S6. to enfnare the confiable, Montmorency; and had not his 

purpofe been frufirated by pure accident, his cunning had 

prevailed over all the eau tion and experience of that aged 

mini!l:er. It is no wonder, that, after years had im

proved him in all the arts of deceit, he fuould gain an 

afcendant over a young prince, of {o open and unguarded 

a temper as J ames; efpccially when the quecn's recom

mendation prepared the way for his reception. He was 

admitted into all the pleafures of the king; made himfelf 

maficr of his fccrets; and had fo much the rr.orc aqtho

rity with him in political tranfaCt:ions, as he did not 

feem to pay the lcafl: attention to thefe matters. The 

Scotti{h minificrs, who obferved the growing interefi of 

this man, endeavoured to acquire his friendlhip; and 

fcrupled not to facrifice to his intrigues the mofi effential 

interefrs of their mafier. Elizabeth's ufualjealoufies with 

regard to her heirs began now to be levelled againfi 

J ames; and as that prince had attained the years proper 

for marriage, lhe was apprchenfive, lefr, by being 

fl:rengthened with children and alliances, he iliould ac

quire the greater interefl: and authority with her Englilh 

fubjecrs. She direcred \Votton to form a fecret concert 

with fome Sc.ottifh noblemen, and to procure their pro

mife, that J ames, during three years, lhould not, on any 
account, be permitted to marry. In confequence of this 

view, tlv:y endeavoured to embroil him with the king of 

Denmark, who had fent ambaffadors to Scotland, on 

pretence of clemancling refritution of the Orkneys, but 

really with a view of opening a propofal of marriage be

tween James and bis daughter. \Votton is faid to have 

employed his intrigues to purpofes fii~l more dangerous. 

He formed, it is pretended, a confpiracy with fome mal

contents, to feize the pcrfon of the king, and to deliver 

him 
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him into the hands of Elizabeth, who would probably c H A P. 
. r. XLI. have denied all concurrence m the delign, but would "----..,.r---1 

have been fure to retain him in perpetual thraldom, if not 1586. 

captiVIty. The confpiracy was detected, and Wotton 

fled hafiily from Scotland, without taking leave of the 
kingr. 

J AMEs's fituation obliged him to di!femble his refent
ment of this traiterous attempt, and his natural temper 

inclined him foon to forgive and forget it. The queen 
found no difficulty in renewing the negociations for a 
firiB: alliance between Scotland <l!ld England; and the 

more effeB:ually to gain the prince's friendfhip, fb.e grant
ed him a penfion, equivaJe:1t to hi3 claim on the inhe

ritance of his grandmother, the countefs of Lenox, lately 

deceafcd z. A league was formed between Elizabeth and 
J ames, for the mutual defence of their dominions, and 
of their religion, now menaced by the open combination 

of all the catholic powers of Europe. It was fiipulatcd, 

that, if Elizabeth were invaded, J 2.mes lhculcl aid her 
with a body of two thoufand hor[;.! and five thoufand foot; 

that Elizabeth, in a like cafe, fhould fend to his affifi

ance three thoufand horfe and fix thou!and foot; that the 
charge of thefe armies fb.ould be defrayed by the prince 
who demanded a11ifiance; that, if the invafion thould be 
made upon England, within fixty miles of the frontiers 

of Scotland, th :s latter kingdom fhould march its whole 

force to the affifiance of the former; and that the prcfcnt 
league ihould fuperfede all former alliances of either fiate 
with any foreign kingdom, fo far as religion was con
cerned a. 

BY this league J ames fecured himfelf againfr all at• 

tempts from abroad, opened a way for acquiring the con-

Y Mtlvil. 

c!en, p. 513. 
:z Spotfwood, p. 3S r. 

Rymer, tom. xv. p. 8o3. 

Tf 

a Ibid. F• 349• Cam. 
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C H A P. fidcnce and affeCtions of the Englifh, and might entertain 

~~ forne profpeet of <domefiic tranquillity, which, while he 
1 586. lived on bad terms with Elizabeth, he could never expect 

long to enjoy. Befides the turbulent difpofition, and in

veterate feuds of the nobility, ancient maladies of the 

Scotti!h government, the fpirit of fanaticifm had intra .. 

duce<:l a new diforder; {o much the more dangerous, as 

religion, when corrupted by falfe opinion, is not refirain

ed by any rules of morality, and is even fcarcely to be 

accounted for in its operations, by any principles of or

dinary conduct and policy. The infolence of the preach

ers, who triumphed in their dominion over the populace, 

had, at this time, reached an extreme height; and they 

carried their arrogance fo far, not only againft the king, 

but againft the whole civil power, that they excommuni

~ared the archbi!hop of St. Andrew':-, becaufe he had 

been active in parliament for promoting a law, which 

reftrained their feditious fermons b: Nor could that pre

late fave himfelf by any expedient from this terrible fen

tcnce, but by renouncing all pretenfions to ecclefiafiical 

authority. One Gibfon faid in the pulpit, that captain 

J ames Stuart (meaning the late earl of Arran) and his 

wife, J ezabel, had been deemed the chief perfecutors of 

the c .urch; but it was now feen, that the king him

felf was the great offender: And for this crime the 

preacher denounced againft him the curfe which fell on 

Jeroboam, that he iliould die childlefs, and be the ]aft of 

his race c. 

THE fccretary, Thirlf.lone, perceiving the king fo much 

mo1dled with ecclefiafiical affairs, and with the refraCtory 

~itpofition of the clergy, advifed him to leave them to 

their own courfes: For that in a fhort time they would 

~~come fo intolerable, 'that the people would rife ~gain!t 

b Spotfwood, p. 345> 346. 

them, 
(f ; 
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them, and drive them out of the country • . ~' True," C H A P. 
. I I . XLI. replied the kmg; " f purpofed to undo t~1~ church and'--v---J 

" religion, your counfel were good : B ll t my intention 1586, 

" is to maintain both ; therefore cannot I fuffer the 
'' clergy to follow fuch a conduct, as will in the end 
1' bring religion into contempt and derifion q." 

d Spotfwood, p. 34i. 
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C H A P. XLII. 

Zeal of the catholics--Babingto1z's conjpiracy

Mary affents to the confpiracy·-'The confpirators 

feized and executed--R efolution to try the queen 

of Scots-- 'Ihe commijjioners prevail on her to 

fubmit to the trial- 'Ihe trial-- Sentmce 
again.ft .lvfary-Interpofition of king James

Reafons for the execution of Mary--'l'he execu. 

tion--Mar)'' s charatler--'J'he quem,'s aifetled 
forrow--Drake deflroys the Spanijhjleet at Cadiz 
--Philip projefls the invajion of England

'J'he invil1cible armada--Preparations in E11g· 
land-~he armada arrir;.·es in the channel-

Defeated--A parliament--Expedition againft 

Portugal--A.ffairs of Scotland. 

c H A P. THE dangers, which arofe from the charaClcr, prin-
XLII. ciples, and pretenfions of the queen of Scots, had 
~very early engaged Elizabeth to confult, in her treatment 

of that unfortunate princefs, the dictates of jealoufy and 
politics, rather than of friendfhip or generofity: Refent
ment of this ufage had pu!hed Mary into enterprizes, 
which had nearly threatened the repofe and authority of 
Elizabeth : The rigour and refi:raint, thence redoubled 
upon the captive queen e, fi:ill impelled her to attempt 

greater extremities; and while her impatience of confine
ment, her revenger, and her high fpirit concurred with 

e Digges, p. I 39• Hlynes, p. 6o7. 
the vo!um:-, 

f See note [T] at the end of 

religious 
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relio-ious zea1, and the fuggefl:ions of defperate bip.ots, Cr.c C n A P. 
o 11. • d fi } . h .er cl d o XLII. was at lan: engaged m e tgns, w 11c anor c her cnc- '---v---' 

mics, who watched the opportunity, a pretence or reafon I 586. 

for effecting her final ruin. 
THE Englilh feminary at Rheims had wrought them- Zeal of the 

cztholics. 
felves up to a high pitch of rage and animofity againf!: the 
queen. The recent perfecutions, from which they had 
efcapcd ; the new rigours, which, they knev.r, awaitC'd 
them in the courfe of their millions; the liberty, which 
for the prefent tbey enjoyed, of declaiming againft th2t 

princefs; and the contagion of that religious fury, which 
every where furrounded them in France: All thcfe caufes 
had obliteratetl with them every maxim 0f common fenfc, 
and every principle of morals or humanity. Into. icated 
with admiration of tf:e divine pov:er and infallibility of the 
pope, they revered his bull, by which he excommunicated 
and depofed the queen; and fome of them had gone to 
that height of extravagance, as to ~dirt, tlut th. t per
formance had been immediately dictated by the Holy 
Gho!l:. The affaffination of heretical fovereigns, and of 
that princefs in part:cu1ar, was rcprefcnted ;::s the moft 
meritorious of all eutcrprizcs; and they taught, that, 

whoever pcri1b ed in fuch pious attempts, enjo) ed \'t ithout 
difpute the g1orious a 1d nc\'cr-fading crown of martyr-
dom. By fuch doctrines, they iuHigated J ohn Savage, a 
man of tlefperate cour:;ge, who han ferv d fome years in 
t :e Low Countries, und .r th '' prmce of Parma, to at-
tempt the life of Eli?J:.tbeth ; a nd tb.ts affaffin, having made 
a vow to perfevere in his <.ldign, was fent over to Eng-
land, an.! rrc •i1,mended to the confid ence of the more 
zealot s ea hol i,..s. 

AB L 1 th .. f.tm e timt, } hn Th lLrd, a pridl: of that 

fe : ,u , h ·urned to P r ~ . ro· h ts mi ffion in Eng-
1.md; ~ .. d .. . . a <lb l::' rved a fpirit of 

• '11 to ~ '<>ry pr ~·al:~l. t among theca
tholic 
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c H A P. tholic devotees in thefc countries, he had founded on that 
~~ difpofition the project of dethroning Elizabeth, and of 

Js86. reCcoring by force of arms the exercife of the ancient 

religion g. The fituation of affairs abroad feemed favour

~ble to this enterprize: The pope, the Spaniard, the 
duke of Guife, concurring in interefts, had formed arc
folution to make fome attempt againfi England: And 
Mendoza, the Spanifh amba!fador at Paris, fi:rongly en
couraged Ballard to hope for fuccours from thefe princes. 

Charles Paget alone, a zealous catholic and a devoted 

partizan of the queen of Sc,lts, being well acquainted 
v;ith the prudence, vigour, and general popularity of 
}~lizabeth, always maintained, that, fo long as that 

princefs was allowed to live, it was in vain to ex peel: any 
fuccefs from an cnterprizc upon England. Ballard, per

fuaded of this tru~h, fJw more cle:.nly the neceffity of 
executing the defign, formed at Rheims : He came over 

to England in the difguife of a tolclier, and afTumed the 

name of captain Forttfcue: And he bent his endeavours 

to effect at once the project uf an atfaffinaticn, an infur

rection, and an invafion h. 

l3a bin ~tton' s 
t:onfpiracy. 

THE fidt perfon, to whom he addreffed himfclf, was 
Anthony Babington of Dcthic in the county of Derby. 

This young gentleman was of a good family, poffefied a 
plentiful fortune, had difcovered an excellent capacity, 

and was accomplifhed in literature beyond mofi of his 

years or fl:ation. Being zealoufly devoteJ to the catholic 

communion, he had fecretly made a journey to Paris fome 

time before; and had fallen into intimacy with Thomas 

Mo,·gan, a bigottcd fugitive from F ngland, a.nd with the 

bi!hop of Glafgow, .l\II~ry'~ ;Imbafi~ulor at the ~ourt of 

France. By continually extolling the amiable ac.com:
pli!hments ~nd heroiol virtues of that princcfs, they 
~.npclled the fanguine 4nd unguarded mind of young B~~ 

f Murden's State Papers, p. ~17, h Camden, P· ST s· 
~ington 
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bington to make fome attempt for her fervice; and they c H A P. 

1 d (} . . 1 f b. . ll d X i If. emp oye every pnnc1p e o am 1t10n, ga antry, an re-..____,...--) 
ligious zeal to give him a contempt of thofe dangers, 1586. 

which attended any enterprize againfl: the vigilant govern-
ment of Elizabeth. Finding him well difpofeq for their 
purpofc, they fent him back to England, and fecretJy, 
unknown to himfelf, recommended him to the queen of 
Scots~ as a perfo.n worth engaging in her fervice. She 
wrote him a letter, full of friendfhip and confidence; and 
13abington, ardent in his temper and zealous in his prin-
ciples, thought, that thefe advances now bound him in 
honour to devote himfelf entirely to the fervice of that 
unfortunate princefs. During fame time, he had found 
means of conveying to her all her foreign correfpondence; 

hut after lhe was put under the cufiody of Sir Ami::~s 
Paulet, and reduced to a more rigorous confinement, he 

experienced fo much difficulty and danger in rendering 
her this fervice, that he had defi.!h:c.l from every attempt 
of that nature. ~ 

WHEN Ba1Iard began to open 1 is intentions to Babing

ton, he found his zeal fufpended, not extinguifhed : His 

former ardour revived on the mention of any entcrprize, 
which feemed to promife fucce[., in the caufe of l\1ary and 

of the catholic relig ion. He had entertained fentiments 

conformable to thofe of Pagct, and reprefented the folly 
of all attempts, which, during the Jife-time of Elizabeth, 
could be formed agaiufl the efl:ablilhec.l religion and go
vernment of England. BaJlard encouraged by this hint, 
proceeded to difcovcr to him the defign undertaken by 
Savage i; and was well p]eafed to obferve, that, infiead 
of being iliockcd with the projeCt, Babington only thought 
it not fecure enough, when entrufled to one fingle hand, 

and propofed to join five others with Savage in thi~ def
pcrate enteiprize. 

i Ibid. State Trial~, p. JI4• 
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c H A P. IN profecution of thefe views, Babington employed 
XLII. himfelf in encreafing the number of his alfociates; and he 
~ fecretly drew into the confpiracy many catholic gentle

men, difcontented with the prefent government. Barnwel, 

of a noble family in Ireland, Charnoc, a gentleman of 

Lanca!hire, and Abington, whofe father had been cofferer 
to the houfehold, readily undertook the aH~lilination of the 
queen. Charles Tilney, the heir of an ancient family, 
and Titchborne of Southampton, when the defign was 

propofed to them, expreffed {ome fcruples, which were 
removed by the arguments of Babington and Ballard. 
Savage alone refufed during fome time to fhare the glory 
of the cnterprize with any others k; he challenged the 
whole to himfelf; and it was with fome difficulty he was 
induced to depart from this prepofierous ambition. 

THE deliverance of the queen of Scots, at the very fame 
infrant, when Elizabeth !hould be affaffinated, was requi
fite for effeCl:ing the purpofe of the confpirators ; and Ba
bington undertook, with a party of a hundred horfe, to 
attack her guards, while !he !hould be taking the air on 
horfeback. In this enterprize, he engaged Edward 
\Vindfor, brother to the lord of that name, Thomas 

Salifbury, Robert Gage, John Travers, John Jones and 
Henry Donne ; moft of them men of family and interefr. 
1""'he confpirators much wanted, but could not find, any 
nobleman of note, whom they might place at the head of 

the en:erprize; but they trufted, that the great events, 

of the queen's death and Mary's deliverance, would rouze 

all the zealous catholics to arms; and that foreign forces, 
taking advantage of the general confufion, would eafily 

fix the queen of Scots on the throne, and re-efiablifh 
the ancient religion. 

THESE defperate projeB:s had not efcaped the vigilance 
of Eliz<tbeth's council, particularly of Walfingharn, fe-

k State Trials, vol. i. p. I r I. 

cretary 



ELIZABETH. 

cretary of fiate. That artful minifier had engaged Maud, C H A P. 

a catholic priefi-, whom he retained in pay, to attend Ballard ~ 
in his journey to France, and had thereby got a hint of 1586. 

the dcfi;:;ns, entertained by the fugitives. Polly, another 

of his fpics, had found means to infinuate himfclf among 

the confpirators in England: and though not entirely 
trufied, had obtained fomc infight into their dangerous 

fecrcts. But the bottom of the confpiracy was never fully 
known, till Gifford, a feminary priefi, came over, and 

made a tell(ler of his fervices to Walfingham. By his 
means, the difcovery became of the utmofl: importance, 
and involved the fate of l\1ary, as well as of thofe zealous 
partizans of that princefs. 

BABINGTON and his affociates, having laid fuch a 
plan, as, they thought, promifed infallible fuccefs, were 
impatient to communicate the <.lcfign to the queen of Scots, 
and to obtain her approbation and concurrence. For this 

fervice, they employed GifFord, who immediately applied 
to Walfingham, that the interefi: of that minifter might 
forward his fecret correfpondence with Mary. Walfing

ham propofcd the matter to Paulet, and defired him to 
connive at Gifford's corrupting one of his fervants: But 

Paulct, averfe to the introducing of fuch a pernicious 

precedent into his family, dcfircd, that they would rather 

think of fome other expedient. Gifford found a brewer, 
who fupp]ied the family with ale; and bribed him to 

convey letters to the captive queen. The letters, by 

Paulet's connivance, were thrufr through a chink in the 

wall; and anfwcrs were returned by the fame convey
ance. 

BALLARD ·and Babington were at firfl: diffident of 
GifFord's fidelity; and to make trial of him, they gave . 

him only blank papers made up like letters: But finding 
by the anfwers, that thcfe had been faithfully delivered, 

they laid aficlc all farther fcruple, and conveyed by his 

4 hands 
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c H A F. hands the mofi: crimi1al and dangerous parts of their con.: 

~ fpiracy. Babington :nformed Mary of the defign laid for 
1586. a foreign invafion, tle plan of an infurreCl:ion at home, 

the fcheme for her dcl i verance, and the confpiracy for af

faffinating the ufLlrp:r, by fix noble gentlemen, as he 

termed them, all of t1em his private friends; who, from 

the zeal, which they bore to the catholic caufe and her 

majefty's fervice, wruld undertake the tragical execution. 

~r. Mary replied, that the approved highly of the defign; 
Mary auents 
to the con- that the gentlemen night expect all the rewards, which 

ffiracy. it fhould ever be in her power to confer ; and that the 

death of Elizabeth .vas a neceffary circumftance, before 

any attempts were mtde, either for her own deliverance or 

an infurretl:ion 1• Tlefe letters, with others to l\1endoza, 
• Charles Paget, the archbifhop of Glafgow, and Sir 

Francis Inglefield, vere carried by'Gifford to fecretary 

_ W alfingham ; were ]ecyphered by the art of Philips, his 

clerk; and copies tac.en of them. \Valfingham employed 

another artifice, in order to obtain full infight into the 

plot: He fubjoined 10 a letter of Mary's a poftfcript in 

the fame cypher; in which he made her de fire Babington 

to inform her of the names of the confpirators. The in

difcretion of Babington furniihed Walfingham with frill 
·.another means of detection, as well as of defence. That 

gentleman had caufd a picture to be drawn, where he 
himfelf was reprefen ed ftanding amidfi: the fix affaffins; 

an'd a motto was fub,omed, expreffing that their com~on 

perils were the ban( of their confederacy. A copy of 

this pitl:ure was bw.!,<:,ht to Elizabeth, that fhe might 

know the affaffins, anl guard herfelf againft their approach 

to her perfon • 

.1\tlEANWHILE, :&bington, anxious to enfure and 

hafren the foreign ftccours, refolvcd to difpatch Ballard 

into France; and le procured for him, under a feigned 

1 State Tr~als~ vol, i, p. 1 3.5· Camden, P• 51 S• 

name; 
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n'ame, a J ice nee to travel. In )rder to remove' from c H A P. 

hirnfelf all fu {pi cion, he applied to 1iV a1fingham, pretended~~ 
great zeal for the queen's fervice, offered to go abroad, 1586. 

and profdfcd his intentions of cmJloying the confidence, 
which he had gained among the CLtholtcs, to the detec-
ti·on and difappointment of their confpiracies. Walfing ... 
ham corn mended his loyal purpob; and promifing his 
own counfel and affifiance in the e'ecution of them, fbll 
fed him with hopes, and maintaiJed a cJofe corrrfpon-
dence with him. A warrant, neanwhile, was iffued 
for feizing Ballard; and this incidmt, joined to the con
fcioufnefs of guilt, be;at in all de confpirato:-s the ' ut-· 
mofr anxiety and concern. Sone advifed, that they 
:lhould immediately make their efope: Others propofed, 
that Savage and Charnoc lhould vithout delay execute 
their purpofe againfr Elizabeth; a1d Babington, in pro-
fecution of this fcht>me, furnif:lcd s~r·nge witll money, 
that he might buy good clo~ths, ;:nd thereby have more 
eafy accefs to the qucen's perfon. Te;~t day, they began 
to apprehend, th:1t they had taken the aiarm too hafiily; 
and Babington, having renewed hs correfpondcncc v;ith 
Walfingham, was perfuaded by th;t fubtle minifier, that 
th~feizure of B;"tllard h;,td proceded entirely from the 
u[ual diligence of informers in tlc detc3: ion of popiih 
and femin.1ry pridrs. He even cmfenka t'J tai'c loug-
ir.gs fecretly in V/alfingham's hcufe, that they might 
h;:vc .nore frequent confcn·t:ccs to.~ether, before his i.:1-
tended departure for France: BL! oLferving, th,lt he 
\Vas watched and gu:udcd, he mad.: his <.-fcapc,. .anJ ga\'e 
the alarm to the other confpirator~. They all to:)k to 
flight, covered thcr.•fclvcs ·with fc\.~ral diigtJifes, and lay 
concea]~d in -.vcods or b.n11s ; b~:t were foon difcovcrcd 
and thrown in to pri f..,n. In thcr examination~, they 
contra<?ieted c.tch other; and the k:dcrs v:ere o!Jliged to T:H' r0nrr:-

, f ') "[" f h ' l..' . raos!r1ze.i fll:1Ke a Ul CO~:f·,JllUI1 0 t e trl!tn, ~·ourtcen V\ele Con-and cxecut-

VoL. V. U demncdd. 
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c H A P. demned and executed: Of whom, feven acknowledged 
)d.!J. · · 1 1 fl. • n d b · 

..___~_. the crime on thetr tna ; t 1e ren: were convl~Le y evt-

IsSo. dcncc. 

September. THE leffer confpirators being difpatched, meafures 

were taken for the trial and convitl:ion of the queen of 

Scots; on whofe account, and with whofe concurrence, 

thefe attempts had been made againft the life of the queen, 

and the tranquillity of the kingdom. Some of Eliza

beth,s counfcllors were avcrfe to this procedure; and 

thought, that the clofe confinement of a woman, who 

was become very fickly, and who would probably put a 

fpeedy period to their anxiety by her natural death, might 

give fufficient fecurity to the government, without at· 

tempting a meafure, of which there fcarcely remains any 

example in hifi:ory. Leicefrer advifed, that Mary iliould 

Le fccretl y difpatched by poifon, and he fent a divine to 

convince Walfingham of the lawfulnefs of that aCtion: 

Du t vValfin.sham declared his abhorrence of it; and fiill 

infifi-.cd, in conjunCtion with the majority of the coun

fellors, for the open trial of the queen of Scots. The 

i1tuation of England, and of the Engli1h minifiers, had, 

indeed, been hitherto not a little dangerous. No fuc

cc..ffor of the crown was declared; but the heir of blood, 

to ·whom the people in general were likely to adhere, was, 

by education, an enemy to the national religion; was, 

from multiplied provocations, an enemy to the minifiers 

and principal nobility; and their perfonal fafety, as wen 

as the fafety of the public, feemed to depend alone on the 
q uccn's life, who was now fomewhat advanced in years. 

No \Vonder, therefore, that Elizabeth's counfellors, know

ing themfelves to be fo obnoxious to the queen of Scots, 

endtavourcd to pu1h every meafure to extremities againft 

her; and were even more anxious than the queen her

felf, to prevent her from ever mounting the throne of 
England. 

THOUGH 
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THOUGH all England was acquainted with the d7tec- C H A r. 
• , . XLiJ. 

twn of Babington s confp1racy, every avenue to the queen~ 
of Scots had been fo ihictly guarded, that lhc remained 1 5&6. 

in utter ignorance of the matter; and it was a gre .. t fur-
pri~e to her, when Sir Thomas .Gorges, by Elizabeth's 
orders, informed her, that all her accomplices were dif-
covered and arrefied. He chofe the time for giving her 
this intelligence, when lhe was mounted on horfeback to 
go a hunting; and lhe was not permitted to return to her 
former place of abode, but was conducted from one gen-
tleman's houfe to another, tilllhe was lodged in Fother-
ingay cafile in the county of Northampton, which it was 
determined to make the lafi fiage of 1ier trial and fuffer-
ings. Her two fecretaries, N au, a Frenchman, and 
Curle, a Scot, were immediately arrefred: All her papers 
were feized, and fent up to the council: Above fixty dif-
ferent keys to cyphers yvere difc.overed: There were alfo 
found many letters from perfons beyond fea, and fc veral 
too from Englilh nob1emen, containing expreffions of re-
fpetl: and attachment. The queen took no notice of this 
latter difcovery; but the perfons themfe!ves, knowing 
their correfpondence to be deteB:ed, thought, that they 
had no other means of making 2-tonement for their impru-
dence, than by declaring themfelves thenceforth the mofi: 
inveterate enemies of the queen of Scots m. 

IT was refolved to try Mary, not by the common fb- Refolution 

tute of treafons, but by the act v.rhich had pafled the for-~~::~ :ht~ 
mer year, with a view to this very event; and the queen, s~cts. 
in terms of that aB:, appointed a commiffion, confifiing 
of forty noblemen and privy-counfellors, and empowered 
them to examine and pafs fentence on Mary, whom fhe 
denominated the late queen of Scots, and heir to James V. 
of Scotland. The commiffioners came to Fotheringay 
cafile, and fent to her Sir \Valter Mildmay, Sir Amias 

m Camden, p. 51S, 

Uz .Paulet, 
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c H A P. Paulet, and Edward Barker, who delivered her a letter 

~from Elizabeth, informing her of the commiffion, and 
1586. of the approaching trial. Mary received the intelligence 

without emotion or afi:onifhment. She faid, however, 

that it feemed firange to her, that the queen lhould com

mand her, as a fubjett, to fubmit to a trial and examina

tion before fubjects: 'rhat fhe was an abfolute indepen

dant princefs, and would yield to nothing, which might 
derogate either from her royal rnajefi:y, from the fiate of 
fovereign princes, or from the dignity and rank of her 

fon : That, however oppreffed by misfortunes, fhe was 
not yet fo much broken in fpirit, as her enemies flattered 

themfelves; nor would lhe, on any account, be acceffary 

to her own degradation and diihonour : That fhe was 
ignorant of the laws and fiatutes of England; was utter

ly defi:itute of council; and could not conceive who were 
entitled to be called her peers, or could legally fit as 
judges on her trial: That though the had lived in Eng

land for many years, lhe had lived in captivity; and 

not having received the protection of the laws, ihc could 

not, merely by her involuntary refidence in the coun

try, be fuppofed to have fubjeCl:ed herfelf to their ju:if

diction: That, notwithfianding the fuperiority of her 
rank, £he was willing to give an account of her condutl: 

before an Engliih parliament; but could not view thefe 
commiffioners in any other light, than as men appointed 

to jufl:ify, by feme colour of legal proceeding, her con
demnation and execution: And that fhe warned them 
to look to their confciencc and their charaCter, in trying 

an innocent perfon ; and to refleCt, that thefe tranfaetions 
would fomewhcre be fubjcB: to revifal, and that the 

theatre of the whole world was much wider than the 
kingdom of England. 

IN return, the commiffioners fcnt a new deputation, 
informing her, that her plea, either from her royd clig

nity 
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nity or from her imprifonment, could not be admitted; c H A P • 
. I XLH. and that they were empowered to proceed to her tna , -..,_,..---J 

even though fhe fhouid refufe to anfwer before them. 15S6. 
The corr.

Burleigh, the treafurer, and Bromley, the chancellor, rnifiioners 

employed much reafoning to make her fubmit; but theh~:v;~~f~~
pcrfon, whofe argurr.ents had the chief influence, was Sir m.ir to the 

Cl · n h u · l tnal. 1nn:op er natton, vice.chamber ain. His fpcech was 

to this purpofe. " You are accufed, Madam," faid he, 
" but not condemned, of having confpired the deftruc-
" tion of our la:fy and queen anointed. You fay, you 

" are a queen: But, in fuch a crime as this, and fuch 

" a fituation as yours, the royal dignity itfclf, neither 
" by the civil or canon Jaw, nor by the law of nature or 

" of nations, is exempt from judgment. If you be in no-

" cent, you wrong your reputation in avoiding a trial. 
" We have been prefent at your protdhtions of inno-
" ccnce: But queen Elizabeth thinks otherwife; and is 

'' heartily forry for the appearances, which lie againfl: 
" you. To examine, therefore, your caufe, Jhe has 

" appointed commiffioners; honourable perfons, prudent 

" ~nd upright men, who are ready to hear )'OU with 
" equity, and even with favour, and will rejoice if you 

" can clear yourfelf of the imputations, which have been 
" thrown upon you. Belie\·e me, madam, the queen 
" herfelf will rejoice, who affirmed to me at my de-

" parture, that nothing, which e\·cr befel her, had 
" given her fo much uncalinels, as that you !hou]d be 

" fufi1ecrcd of a concurrence in thefe criminal enterprizcs. 
" Laying afide, therefore, the fruitlefs claim of pri vilet:,e 

" from your royal dignity, which can now avail you no .. 

" thing, trufi: to the better defence of your innocence, 
" make it appear in open trial, and leave not upon your 

" memory that ftain of infamy, which mufr attend your 
~' obftinfl,te filence on this occalion n.". 

11 Camden, p. 523• 

UJ BY 
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c H A P. BY this artful fpecch, Mary was perfuaded to anfwer 

~before the court; and thereby gave an appearance of legal 

~5&6. procedure to the trial, and prevented thofc difiiculties, 

which the commiffioncrs muft have fallen into, had ilie 
perfevered in maintaining fo fpecious a plea as that of her 

fovereign and independant charaCler . . Her conduct in 

this particular IT.uft be regarded as the more imprudent; 

becaufe formerly, when Elizabeth's commiffioners pre

tended not to cxcrcife any jurifdit:lion over her, and only 

~ntered into her caufe by her own confent and approba

tion, fhe declined juftifying herfelf, when her honour, 

which ought to have been dearer to her than life, feemcd 

abfolutely to r~quire it. 
The ttial. ON her fidl: appearance before the commiflioners, Ma-

ry, either fenfible of her imprudence, or ftill unwilling 

to degrade herfelf by fubmitting to a trial, renewed her 

proteH-ation againft the authority of her judges: The 
chancellor anfwered her by pleading the fupreme authority 

of the Englifh laws over every one who refided in Eng

land : And the commiilioners accommodated matters, by 
ordering both her proteftation and his anfwer to be re· 

~orded. 

THE lawyers of the crown then opened the charge 

againft the queen of Scots. They proved, by intercepted 
letters, that the had allowed cardinal Allen and others to 

treat her as queen of England ; and that fhe had kept a 

correfpondence with lord Paget and Charles Paget, in 

view of engaging the Spaniards to invade the kingdom. 

Mary feemed not anxious to clear herfelf from either of 

~hcfe imputations. She only faid, that ihe could not 

hinder others f~m ufing what f1:yle they pleafed in writ· 

ing to her; and that fhe might lawfully try every expe

dient for the rccovc~y of her liberty. 

AN intercepted letter of her's to Mendoza was next 

produced; in ythich fhe promifed to transfer to Philip 

2 ~~ 
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her right to the kingdom of England, if her fon !hould c H A P. 

f r. b cl 1 h l' c . h Xlii. re ute to e converte to t 1e cat o 1c 1a1t ; an event,"---,,__.) 
fhe there faid, of which there was no expeCtation, while 1586. 

he remained in the hands' of his Scotti1h fubjeets 0 • Even 
this part of the charge, fhe took no pains to deny, or ra-
ther ihe fecmed to acknowledge it. She faid, that fhe 
had no kingdoms to difpofe of; yet was it lawful for her 
to give at her pleafure what was her own, and lhe was 
not accountable to any for her aCtions. She adJcd, that 
ihe had formerly rcjceted that prop fa! from Spain; but 
now, fince all her hopes in England were gone, !he \Vas 

fully determined not to refufe foreign affit1ance. There 
was alfo produced evidence to prove, that A ilen and 
Parfons were at that very time negociating by her ord~rs 
at Rome the conditions of tramferring her Engl ilh crown 
to the king of Spain, and of difinheriting her heretical 
fon P. 

IT is remarkable, that Mary's prejudices againfr her fon 
were, at this time, carried fo far, that the ha even en
tered into a confpiracy againfr him, had appointed lord 
Claud Hamilton regent of Scotland, and had infiigated 
her adherents to feize J ames's perfon and deliver him into 
the hands of the pope or the king of Spain; whence he 
was never to be delivered but on condition of his bcco~
ing catholic q, 

THE only part of the charge, which Mary pofitively 
denied, was her concurrence in the defign of affaffinating 
Elizabeth. This article indeed wa5 the mofr heavy, and 
the only one, that could fully jufrify the queen in pro
ceeding to extremities againfr her. In order to prove the 
accufation, there were produced the following evidence: 
Copies taken in fecretary \Valfingham's office o the it.tcr
cepted letters between her and Babington, in which her 

0 State Trials, vol. i. P• 138. P See note [UJ at the end of the 
volume. 'i See note [X] at the end of the volume. 
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C H A P. approbation of the murder was clearly exprdTed; the evi
~ dence of her two fccrctaries, N au and Curie, who had 

1586. confeffed, without being put to any torture, both that fu~ 

received thefe letters fro:n B:1bington, anJ that they h(ld 
written the anf wers, by her order; the con fcfiion of BJ
bington, that he had written the letters and received the 

anfwers 'l, and the confeffion of Ballard and Savage, that 
Babington had fhowcd them thefe letters of Mary written 

in the cypher, which had been fettled between them. 

IT is evident, that this complication of eviJence, though 

every circumfiance corroborates the general conclufion, 

refolves itfelf finally into the tefiimony of the two fecre

taries, who alone were certainly acquainted with their 
mi{hefs's concurrence in Babington's confpitacy, but 

who knew themfelves expofed to all the rigours of impri

fonment, torture, and death, if they refufed to give any 

evidence, which might be required of them. In the cafe 

of an ordinary criminal, this proof, with all its difadvan

tages, would be efteemed legal, and even fatJ:;Ia.sl:ory, if 
not oppofed by fome other circumfl:anccs, which !hake 
the credit of the witndles: But on the prefcnt trial, 
where the abfolute povver of tlie prcfecutor concurred 

with fuc~ important intcrcfts and fuch a violent inclina
tion to have the princefs condemned; the ~efiimony of 

two witneffcs, even though men of c:1araaer, ought to 

be fupportcd by ihong probabilities, in order to remm·: 

all fufpicion of tyranny and injuflicc. The poof a;ainfr 
:vL1ry, it mu!l: be confeffeci, is not ddlitlite of this aJv<lfi· 

tag~; and it is difficult, if not impoHible, to account for 
Babington's receiving .:1n anfwer, writt<:1.1 in her n:t:nc, 

and in the cypher concerted between th.:m, without al
lowing, that the matter had been comrnuniotcd to that 
princefs. Such is the light in which tills matter appear~, 

even after, time bas dift:overed every tbing, which could 
• 

~ State Trials, vol. i. p. JI l· 
gu:de 8 
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.ruidcour judgment with regard to it: No wonder, there-CHAP. 
o XLII. 
fore, that the queen of Scots, unaffifred by counfel, and~ 
confounded by fo extraordinary a trial, found herfelf in- 1586. 

capable of making a fatisfatlory defence before the com
miffioners. Her reply confified chiefly in her own denial: 

Whatever force may be in that denial was much weakened, 
by her pofitively affirming, that £he never had had any 
correfpondence of any kind with Babington; a fact, how
ever, of which there remains not the leafi que!l:ion r. 

She aiTerted, that, as N .. au and Curie had taken an oath 
of fecrecy and fidelity to her, their evidence againft her 

ought not to be credited. She confeffed, however, that 
N au had been in the fervice of her uncle, the cardinal of 
Lorraine, and had been recommended to her by the king 
of France, as a man in whom fhe might fafely confide. 

She alfo acknowledged Curie to be a very honeft man, 
but fimple, and eafily impofed on by Nau. If thefe two 
men had received any letters, or had written any anfwers, 
without her knoV~-lc 'ge; the imputation, fhe faid, could 
never lie on her. And !he \Vas the more inclined, £he 
added, to entertain this fufpicion againft them, becaufe 
N au had, in other infia nccs, been gui lty of a like temerity, 
and had ventured to tranfatt buGnefs in her name, with
out communicating the matter to herS. 

THE fo!e circu mfiance of 1H.r defence, which to us 
may appear to have !ome fo rce, w:1s her requiring that 
Nau and Curle fhould be con fronted with her, and her 
affirming that tbey never \'o;ou lJ to her face perfifi: in their 

evidence. But that dcm=:!nd, however equitable, was 

not then fupported by law in t:-ials of high-treafon, and 
was often refufed even in other trial~, where the crown 
was profecutor. The claufe, contained in an aB: of the 
13th of the queen, was a novelty; tb~;t the fpccics of 

r !".ee note [YJ at t!:c end of the \Olume. 
~n;l cf ths volu;ne. 
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c H A P. treafon there enumerated mu£1: be proved by two witnelfc., 
XLH. cl . h l . . I B M . d "-v---' confronte wtt t 1e cnmma . ut ary was not tne 
xs86. upon that act; and the minifl:ers and crown lawyers of 

this reign were always fure to refufe every indulgence 
beyond what the fhitl: letter of the law and the fettled 
praCtice of the courts of jufiice required of them. Not 
to mention, that thefe fectetaries were not probably at 

Fotheringay-cafile during the time of the trial, and could 
not, upon Mary's demand, be produced before the com
miffioners0. 

THERE paffed two incidents in this trial, which may 
be worth obferving. A letter between Mary and Ba
bingtcn was read, in which mention was made of the 
earl of Arundel and his brothers: On hearing their names 
fhe broke. into a figh, " Alas," faid lhe, " what has the 
" noble houfe of the Howards fuffered for my fake!" 
She affirmed, with regard to the fame letter, that it was 
eafy to forge the hand-writing and cypher of another; 
the was afraid, that this was too familiar a pratl:ice with 
Walfingham, who, ihe alfo heard, had frequently prac
tifed both againfr her life and her fon's. Walfingham, 
who was one of the commiffioners, rofe up. He pro
tefied, that, in his private capacity, he had never acted 
any thing againil the queen of Scots: In his public capa· 
city, he owned, that his concern for his fovereign's 
fafety had made him very diligent in fearching out, by 
every expedient, all defigns againfr her facred perfon or 
her authority. For attaining that end, he would not 
only make ufe of the affifiance of Ballard or any other 
confpirator : He would alfo reward them for betraying 

u ~een :EJizJbeth was willing to have allowed Curie and Nau to be 
produced in the trial, and writes to that purpofe, to Burleigh and Walling
ham, in her letter of the 7th of October, in Forbes's MS. collections. She 
0!1ly filys, that fhe thinks it needlefs, though ihe was willing to agree to it. 
The not confronting of the witneffes was not the refult of delign, but the 
praetice of the age, 

their 
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their companions. But if he had tampered in any man- c H A P. 

ner, unbefitting his charaCter and office, why did none ~ 
of the late criminals, either at their trial or execution, 15Z6. 

accufe him of fuch praB:ices? Mary endea"\toured to 
pacify him, by faying that lhe fpoke from information; 
and the begged him to give thenceforth no more credit to 
fuch ag flandered her, than lhe fuould to fuch as accufcd 
him The great character indeed, which Sir Franc is vVal-
fingham bears for probity and honour, fhould remove from 
him all f•1fpicion of fuch bafe arts as forgery and fubor-
nation; arts, w .ich even the mofr corrupt minifrers, in 
the mofr corrupt times, would fcruple to employ. 

HAVING finifhed the trial, the commiffioners adjourned "Sth OClob. 

from Fothcringay-caille, and met in the Star Chamber 
at London; where, after taking the oatlis of Mary's two 
fecretaries, who, voluntarily, without hope or reward, 
vouched the authenticity of thofe letters before produced, 
they pronounced fentcncc o.f death upon the queen of 
Scots, and confirmed it by their feals and fu bfcriptions. 
The fame day, a declaration was publithed by the corn- Sentence 

miffioners and the judges, " that the fentcnce did no- Magainil: 
ary. 

" wife derogate from the title and honour of James, 
" king of Scotland; but that he was in the fame place, 
" degree, and right, as if the fcntence had never been 

" pronounced w ." 

THE queen had now brought affairs with Mary to 
that fituation, which .!he had long ardently defired; and 
had found a plaufible reafon for executing vengeance on 
a competitor, whom, from the beginning of her reign, 
fhe had ever equally dreaded and hated. But !he was re
frrained from infrantly gratifying her refentment, by fe
veral important confiderations. She forefaw t 1e invidious 
colours, in which this example of uncommon jurifdiction 

w Camden, p. 526. 

would 
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C H A P. would be reprefentcd by the numerous partizans of rv1ary, 
~and the reproach, to which ilie herfelf might be cxpofed 

1586. with all foreign princes, perhaps with all po!l:er!ty. The 

rights of hofpitality, of kindred, and of royal majcfiy, 
feemed, in one fignal infiance, to be all viobted; and 
this facrifice of generofity to interefr, of clemency to 
revenge, might appear equal1y unbecoming a fovereign 
and a woman. hliz;::.bcth, therefore, who was an excel
lent hypocrite, pretended the utmofl: reluctance to pro
ceed to the execution of the fcntence: affetl:ed the 
mofl: tender fympathy with her prilt.1ner; clifplayed all 
ht:r fcruples and difficulties; rcjcc1ed the folicit:Jtion of 
her courtiers and minifrcrs; and affirmed, that, were lhe 
not moved by the decpeft concern for her people's fafety, 
fhe would not hefitate a moment in p:1n:!oning all the 
injuries, which fhc herfdf had received from the queen 
of Scots. 

~sth oaob. THAT the voice of her people might be more audibly 
heard in the demand of j uftice upon 1\1ary, fhe fum
moned a new parliament; and fhe knew, both from the 
ufual difpofitions of that aficmbly, and from the influ
ence of her minifiers over them, that lhc fhoulJ not want 

• the mofr earndl felicitation to conft:nt to that meafure, 
which was fo agreeable to her fecret inclinations. She 
d!d not open this zffcmbly in perfon, but appointed for 
that purpofe three commiffioners, Bromley, the chancel
lor, Burleigh, the trcafurer, and the earl of Derby. 
The reafon affigned for this mealure, was, that the queen 
forefeeing that the aEair of the queen of Scots would be 
canvafied in parliament, found her tendernefs and de
EcJcy fo much hurt by that melancholy ~ncident, that 
:{he had not the courage to be prefcnt while it was under 
de1ib~ration, but withJ rew her eyes from what fhe could 
not behold without the utmofl: rei uCl:ance and uneaftnels. 
$:.c was alfo .. siliing, that, by this unu(ual precaution, 

the 
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the pconk Owuld fee the dant;er, to which her pcrfon was c H A P. 
j .I JL IJ h b n. 1 . XLII. hourly cxpofed ; anu wou t cnce e more urong y m- "---v---1 

cited to take vengeance on the criminal, whofe refrlefs 15•6, 

intrigues ~nu bloody confpiracies had fo lopg expofed her 
to the moft imminent perils x. 

THE parliament z.nfwercd the queen's expctl:ations: 
1~he fentcncc ag:~.inft Mary was unanimou1ly ratified by 
both houfes; and an application was voted to obtain 
Eliz:lbcth's confent to its publication and execution r. 
She gave an anfwcr ambiguous, embarraffed; full of real 
artifi e, and feeming irrefol ution. She mentioned the 
extreme danger to which her life was continually ex
pofcd ; !he declared her willingnefs to die, did fhe not 
fore(ee the great calamities, which \Vottld thence fall upon 
the nation ; ihe made profcffions of the greateH ten
dernefs to her people; !he ciifplaycd the clemency of her 
temper, and exprdfcd her violent n.:luctance to execute 
the fcntence againft her unhappy kinfwoman ; !he af
firmed, that the late law, by which that princefs was 
tried, fo far from being made to cnfnare her, was only 
intended to give her warning beforehand, not to engage 

in fuch attempts, as might expofe her to the pen:.dties, 
with whi-ch !he was thus openly menaced; and 1he beg
ged them to think once e1gain, whether it were potlib:e 
to find any expedient, bcfidcs the death of the queen of 
Sc::>ts, for fccuring the public tranquillity f-. 'fhc parlia
ment, in obedience to her comm< nds, took the affair 
again under confiJeration; but coulJ find no other I of
fible cxpeJicnt. They reiterated their folicitatiOI~s, and 
entreaties, and arguments: 'J'hey crcn r<;monfl:ratcd, 
th:it mercy to the queen cf S.:ots \V~s cruelty to them, 
her fubjcCts and children: And they affirmed, that it: 
were injufiicc to deny exccutinn of the law to :-~nr indi
~iduai; much n:ore to the \>v'hole botly of the p,..cpl:, 

z Iuid. r· 1o:!, 4o 3. 

now 
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c H A P. now unanimoufly and earn~illy fuing for this pledge of 

~her parental care and tenchnefs. This f~cond addrefs 

Js86. fet the pretended doubts ani fcruples of Elizabeth anew 

in agitation : She compl-ai1ed of her own Ullfortunate 

fituation ; exprdfed her ureafinefs from their importu

nity ; renewed the profcffims of affe8ion to her people; 

and difmtffed the committe of parliament in an uncer

tainty, what, after all this cHiberation, might be her final 

refolution a . 

BuT though the queen <ffeB:ed reluctance to execute 

the fentence againfi Mary, £he complied with the requefr 

of parliament in publilhin~ it by procb.mation; and this 

aa feemed to be attended ~ith the unanimous and hearty 

rejoicings of the people. Lord Buckhurfr, and Beale, 

clerk of the couneil, wee fent to the queen of Scots, 

and notified to her the fen ence pronounced againfi her, 

its ratification by parliamert, and the earncfr applications 

made for its execution by that affembly, who thought, 

that their religion could n(ver, while fhe was alive, at

tain a full fettlement and fecurity. Mary was nowife 

difmayed at this intelligence : On the contrary, !he joy
fully laid hold of the lafr crcumfi:ance mentioned to her; 

and infifl:ed, that, fince her death was demanded by the 

protefiants for the efi:ablifrment of their faith, fhe wa~ 

really a martyr to her re1gion, and was entitled to all 

the merits attending that gorious charaCter. She added, 

that the Englilh had oftm embrucd their hands in the 

blood of their fovereigns : No wonder, they exercifed 

cruelty againfi her, who cerived her dcfcent from t~efe 

monarchs h. Paulet, her ceeper, received orders to take 

dov.rn her canopy, and to ferve her no longer with the 

refpect due to fovereign p~inces. He told her, that fbe 

was now to be confidered as a dead perfon; and inca

pable of any dignity c. 'This harfh treatment produced 

a See no•e [A.'\] at the end of th: volume, 

c Jeob, vel. ii, p. Z93• 
; Camden, p. szS, 
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not in her any feeming emo1on. She only replied, thatC H A P. 
. XLII. lhe recen:ed her royal chariter from the hands of the~ 

Almighty, and no earthly pcwer was ever able to bereave xs86 •. 

her of it. 

THE queen of Scots wrot her lafl: letter to Elizabeth; 
full of dignity, without deJartmg from that fpirit of 
meeknefs and of charity, wlich appeared fuitable to this 

concluding fcene of her unbrtunate life. She preferred 
no petition for averting the atal fentence: On the con
trary, fhe expreffed her gr.titude to Heaven for thus 
bringing to a fpeedy periodher fad and lamentable pil
grimage. She requefl:ed forr.e favours of Elizabeth, and 
in treated her, that fhe might be beholden for them to her 

own goodnefs alone, withoutmaking applications to thofc 
minifl:ers, who had difcoverel fuch an extreme malignity 
againfl: her perfon and her rel~ion. She dcfircd, that, after 
her enemies lhould be fatiatrl with her innocent blood, 
her body, which, it was dettnnined, fhould never enjoy 
refi, while her foul was unitd to it, might be configncd 

to her fervants, and be comeyed by them into France, 
there to repofe in a catholic Lnd, with the facred reliques 
of her mother. In Scotland fhe faid, the fepulchrcs of 
her ancefiors were violated, and the churches either 
demoli!hed or profaned; ard in England, wher: ihe 
might be interred among the mcient kings, her own and 
Elizabeth's progenitors, fhc (Ould entertain no hopes of 
being accompanied to the gra'e with thofe rites and cere
monies, which her religion retuired. She requeficd, that 
no one might have the powerof infliCl:ing a private death 
upon her, without Elizabetns knowledge; but that her 
execution lhould be public, md attended by her ancient 
fervants, who might bear tefimony of her perfeverance 
in the faith, and of her fub!11ffion to the will of Heaven. 

She begged, that thefe fen·arts might aftenvards b al
lowed to depart whitherfoevtr they pleafed, and might 

enjoy 
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c H A P. enjoy thofe legacies, which fhe fuould bequeath them. 

~And lhe conjured her to grant thefe favours, by their 

1.586. near kindred; by the foul and memory of Henry VII. 

the common ancefror of both; and by the royal dignity, 

of which they equally participated d. Elizabeth made 

no anfwer to this letter; being unwilling to give Mary 

a refufal in her prefent fituation, and forefeeing inconvc .. 

nicncies from granting fome of her requefis. 

WHILE the queen of Scots thus prepared herfelf to 
meet her fate, great efforts were made by foreign powers 

with Elizabeth to prevent the execution of the fentence, 

pronounced againfl: her. Befides employing L'Aubefpine, 

the French refidcnt at London, a creature of the houfe 

of Guife, Henry f~nt over Bellievre, with a profeffed 

intention of interceding for the life of Mary. The duke 

of Guife and the lcagut., at that time, threatened very 

nearly the king's authority; and Elizabeth knew, that 

though that monarch might, from decency and policy, 

think himfelf obliged to interpofe publicly in behalf of 

the queen of Scots, he could not fccretly be much dif

pleafed with the death of a princefs, on whofe fortune 

and elevation his mortal enemies had always founded fo 

many daring and ambitious projeCts e. It is even pre

tended, that Bellievre had orders, after making public 

and vehement rcmonfrranccs againfl: the execution of 

Mary, to exhort privately the queen, in his mafier·s 

name, not to defer an aB: of jufiice, fo neceffary for their 

common [Jfcly r. But whether the French king's inter

ceffion were fiucerc or not, it had no weight with the 

queen ; and iht:. fiili perfified in her former refol uti on. 

Jnterpoti- THE interpofition of the young king of Scots, though 

tinn of king not able to change El izaLeth's determination feemed, on 
Jame s. . ' 

every account, to mcnt more regard. As foon as James 

d Camden, p. 529. Jcbb, vol. ii. p. 295. 
f Du Maurier. 
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heard of the trial and condemnat:on of his mother he c H A P. 
' XLI fent Sir William Keith, a gentleman of hi:, bed chamber,...._____/~ 

to London; and wrote a letter to the queen, in which 1 586. 

he remonfrrated, in very fevcre terms, agai n!l the i 11(1 ig-
nity of the procedure. He faid, th at he was afronif11ed 
to hear of the prcfumption of Engl ifh noblemen and 
counfdlors, who had dared to fit in judgment and pafs 
fentcnce upon a queen of Scotland, defcended from the 
blood royal of England; but he was fiill more aflonifhed 
to hear, that thoughts were ferioufl y entertained of put-
ting that fentence in execution: That he entreated Eli-
zabeth to reflect on the difhozlour, which {he \\ould 
draw on her name by embruin; her hands in the blood 
of her near kinfwoman, a pcr(on of the fame roy<ll Jig-
nity and of the fame fex with herfclf: That, in this un
paralleled attempt, fhe off~"red an affront to all di<ldrms, 
and even to her own; and by rcJ ucing fiwereigns to a 
level with other men, taught the people to nc,rled: all 
duty towards thofe whom Providence had appointed to 
rule over them : That for his part, he mufr deem the 
injury and infult fo enormous, as to be inc:1rable of all 
atonement; nor was it poffible for him thenccfor va1 ,I to 
remain in any terms of corrcfpond cnce wir h a p r on, 
who, without any pretence of legal autho~ity, haJ clcld::c-

ratel y infliCted an ignominious death u Jon his parent: 
And that, even if the femiments of nature and duty dtd 
not infpire him with this purpofe of vengeance, his 
honour req uireJ it of him; nor could he ever ac<, uit him
felf in the eyes of the wor.J, if he did not ufc cv"ry 

effort, and endure every hazard, to reven e fo great an 
indiznity g. 

SooN after, James fent t'1c mafler of Gray a!ld Sir 
Robcrt l\!Ielvil to enforce th~ remom1:ran~es of reith; 

· and to em loy with the queen every ex edi~nt of argu-

g Spotfwo d1 p 351. 
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c H A P. ment and menaces, Elizabeth was at fidl: offended with 

~-~ the !harpncfs of thefe applications; and lhe replied in a 

r_s36. like fl:rain to the Scottilh ambaffadors. When ihe after· 

wal(.ls refleeted, that this earnefinefs was no more than 

what duty required of J ames, lhe was pacified; but 

fiill retained her refulution of executing the fentence 

ag:1inft .ivlary h. It is believed, that the maHer of Gr:ty, 

gained by the enemies of that princefs, fecretly gave his 

aJvice not to fpare her, and undertook, in all events, to 

. pacify his rnafier. 
T nE queen al fo, from many confiderations, was in· 

duced to pay fma11 attention to the applications of J ames, 

and to difregard all the efforts, which he could employ 

in behalf of his mother. She was well acquainted with 

his character and interefis, the factions which prevailed 

among his people, and the inveterate hatred, which the 

zealous protefl:ants, particularly the preachers, bore to 

the queen of Scots. The prefent incidents fet thefe 

difpofi.tions of the clergy in a full light. James, ob

fcrving the fixed purpofe of Elizabeth, ordered prayers 

to be offered up for Mary in all the churches; and know· 

ing the captious humour of the ecclefiafiics, he took 

care that the form of the petition lhould be mofi cautious, 

as well as humane and charitable: " That it might 

" pleafe God to illuminate Mary with the light of his 

" truth, and fave her from the apparent danger, with 

" which {he was threatened." But, excepting the king's 

own chaplains, and one clergyman more, all the preach

ers refufed to pollute their churches by prayers for a 

papifr, and would not fo much as prefer a peti

tion for her converfion. J ames, unwilling or unable to 

punifh this difobedience, and defirous of giving the 

preachers an opportunity of amending their fault, ap

pointed a new day when prayers fhould be faid for his 

h Spotfwood, p. 351• 
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mother; and that he might at ]eafi: fecure himfelf from c H A P. • . XLII. any infult in h1s own prefence, he defired the archb1lhop ~ 
of St. Andrew's to officiate before him. In order to dif- ISb6. 
appoint this purpofe, the clergy infi:igated one Couper, a 
young man, who had not yet received holy orders, to 
take poffeffion of the pulpit early in the morning, and to 
exclude the prelate. When the king came to church, 
.and faw the pulpit occupied by Couper, he called to him 
from his feat, and told him, that the place was defi:ined 
for another; yet fince he was there, if he would obey 
the charge given, and remember the queen in his prayers, 
he might proceed to divine fervice. The preacher replied, 
that he would do as the Spirit of God fhould direct 
him. This anfwer fufficiently infrruCl:ed James in his 
purpofe; and he commanded him to leave the pulpit. 
As Couper feemed not difpofed to obey, the captain of 
the guard went to pull him from his place; upon which 
the young man cried aloud, That this day would be a 
witnefs againft the king in the great day of the Lord ; 
and he denounced a woe upon the inhabitants of Edin-
burgh for permitting him to be treated in that manner i, 
The audience at firH appeared defirous to take part with 
him; but the fermon of the prelate brought them over 
to a more dutiful and more humane difpofition. 

ELIZABETH, when folicited; either by J ames or by 
foreign princes, to pardon the queen of Scots, feemed 
always determined to execute the fentence againfr her: 
But when her minifiers urged her to interpofe no more 
delays, her fcruples and her hefitation returned; her hu
manity could not allow her to embrace fuch violent and 
fanguinary meafures; and fhe was touched with com
paffion for the misfortunes, and with refpeCl: for the 
dignity, of the unhappy prifoner. The courtiers, fenfib}e 
that they could do nothing more acceptable to her, thln 

i Spot(wood, p. 354• 
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H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L AN D. 

c H A P. to employ perfuafion on this head, failed not to enforce 
XLII. . . c l •Jl... f M d \......-.......---'every mottve 10r t 1e punnument o ary, an to com-

1 86. bat all the objcelions urged againfr this aB: of jufiice. 

~:·\~:1:~~~r They faid, that the treatment of that princefs in Eng
ti 10 of land had been, on her firfr reception, fuch as found rea
Ma'Y• fon and policy required; and if £he had been governed 

by principles of equity, fhe would not have refufed 
willingly to acquicfce in it: That the obvious inconve
niences, either of allowing her to retire into France, or 
of reftorin6 her by force to her throne, in oppofition to 

the reformers and the Engli!h party in Scotland, had 

obliged the queen to detain her in England, till time 

fuould offer fome opportunity of ferving her, without 

clanger to the kingdom, or to the proteftant religion: 
'rhat her ufage there had been fuch as became her rank; 
her own fervants, in confiderable numbers, had been 
permitted to attend ; her exercife had been allowed her 

for health, and all accefs of company for amufement; 

and thefe indulgences would, in time, have been carried 
farther, if by her fubfequent conduct fhe had appeared 
worthy of them : That after fhe had inftigated the re

bellion of Northumberland, the confpiracy of Norfolk, 

the bull of excommunication of pope Pius, an invafion 
from Flanders; after £he had feduced the quecn's friends, 
and incited every enemy, foreign and domeftic, againft 
her; it became neceffary to treat her as a mofi danger
ous rival, and to render her confinement more firiCl and 
rigorous: That the queen, notwithfianding thefe repeat
ed provocations, had, in her favour, rejeClcd the impor
tunity of her parliaments, and the advice of her fageft 
miniftcrs k; and was ftill, in hopes of her amendment, 

determined to delay coming to the hfr extremities againft 
her: J'hat l\1.ry, even in this forlorn condition, retained 
fo high and unconquerable a fpirit, that fue aCted as com· 

k Diggcs, p. 276. StrJpe, vol. ii, p. 4S. 135, 136. I39· 
petitor 
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petitor to the crown, and allowed her partizans every c H A P. 

where, and in their very letters, addrdled to herfelf, to~ 
treat her as queen of England : That fhe had c:1rried her 15 6. 

animofity fo far as to encourage, in repeated illfhmces, 
the atrocious defign of affidlinating the queen ; and this 
crime wa;, unqucfrion bly proved upon her, by her own 
letters, by the evidence of her fccretaries, and by the 

dying confeffion of r.er accomplices: That !he was but a 

titular queen, and at prdent poffeHed no where auy right 

of fovereignty; much lefs in England, where, the mo-
ment lhe fet foot in the kingdom, f.he voluntarily ht me 
fu jcB: to the laws, and to Eltzabeth, the only true 

foveretgn: That even allowing her to be fi:ill the queen's 

equal in rank and oignity, felf-<.lefcnce was permitt-?d by 
a law of nature, whil'h could never be abrogated; and 

every one, ftill more a queen, had fufficient jurifdict on 
over an enemy, \Yho, by open violence, and Hill more, 

who, by fccret treachery, threatened th~ utmoil danger 
againft her life: That the general combination of the 

Catholics to exterminate the protefi:ants, was no longer a 

fecret; and as the folc rcfource of the l<ltter perfecuted 

feet lay in Elizab(;'th, fo the chief hope, which the former 

entertained of final fuccds, confifl:ed in the pedon, and 

in the title of the queen of Scots : That this very cir

cumfiance brought matters to extremity b tvvcen thcfc 

princeffcs ; and rendering the life of one the death of the 

other, pointed out to Elizabeth the path, \Vhich either 

regard to fclf-prcfcrvation, or to the happincf<> of her 

people, !hould direB: her to purfuc: And t 1~t ncceffity, 

more powerful than policy, thus deman1ed of the queen 

that refolution, which equity would authorifc, and which 

duty prefcribed ', 

WHEN Elizabeth thought, that as many importunitics 

had been ufed, anJ as much delay intcrpofcd, as decency 

1 Comuen, p. 53 3• 
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C fJ 4 P. required, fhe at lafi determined to carry the fentence into 

~execution: But even in this final refolution fhe could not 

rsS6. proceed without difplaying a new fcene of duplicity and 

artifice. In order to alarm the vulgar, rumours were 

previoufly difperfed, that the Spanifh fleet was arrived in 

Milford Haven; that the Scots had made an irruption 

into Englar:d; th;tt the duke of Guife was landed in 

Sufiex with a fhong army; that the queen of Scots was 

~fcaped from prifon, and had raifed an army; that th~ 
northern counties had begun an inf~rrecrion; that there 

yvas a new confpiracy on foot to affaffinate the queen, and 

fet the city of London on fire; nay, that the queen was 

aCl:ually affaffinated m. An attempt of this nature was 

even imputed to L' Aubefpine, the French ambalfador; 

and that minifter was obliged to leave the kingdom. 

The queen, affeCting to b~ in terror and perplexity, was 

obferved to fit much alone, penfive and filent; and fame

times to mutter to herfelf half fentences, importing th~ 

difficulty and difirefs, to which fhe was reduced". She 

at lafr called Davifon, a man of parts, but eafy to be im

pofed on, and who had lately, for that very reafon, been 

made fecretary, and {he ordered him privately to draw 

. a warrant for the execution of the queen of Scots; 

which, ilie afterwards faid, fhe intended to keep by her, 

in cafe any attempt fhould be made for the deliverance of 

that princefs. She figned the warrant; and then com

manded Davifon to carry it to the chancellor, in order to 

have the great feal appended to it. Next day lhe fent 

Killigrew to Davifon, enjoining him to forbear, fome 

time, executing her former orders; and when Davifon 

came and told her, that the warrant had already paffed 

the great fea!, :lhe feemed to be fomewhat moved, and 

blamed him for his precipitation. Davifon, being in 

ptrplexity~ acquainted the council with this whole 

m Cam2en, P• 533• 11 Ibid. P• 531• 
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tranfatl:ion ,· and they endeavoured to perfuade him to C H A P. 
XLII. 

fend off Beale with the warrant; If the q ucen fhould '----.___..) 
be difpleafed, they promifed to jufiify his conducl, and 1 5~7· 

to take on themfelves the whole blame of this meafure 0
• 

The fecretary, not fuffi.ciently aware of their intention, 
complied with the advice; and the warrant was cl if-
patched to the earls of Shrcwiliury and Kent, and fomc 
others, ordering them to fee the fcntence executed upon 

the queen of Scots. 

The two earls came to Fotheringay-cafi:Ie, and being 7 th F(·h. 

introduced to !v1ary, informed her of their commiffion, ~he cxccu-
twn. 

and defired her to prepare for death next morning at 
eight o'clock. She feemed no-wife terrified, though 
fomewhat furprifed, with the intelligence. She {aid, 
with a chearful, and even a fmiling countenance, that 
!he did not think the queen, her fifier, would have con
fented to her death, or have executed the fentence againfi 
a pcrfon, not fubjetl: to the laws and ju:-ifdiction of 
England. " But as fuch is her will," faid rne, "death, 
" which puts an end to all my miferies, ihall be to me 
" mofr welcome; nor can I efieem that foul worthy the 
" felicities of heaven, which cannot fupport the body 
" under the horrors of the la!l: paffage to thefe blifsful 
'' manfions P." She then requefied the two noblemen, 
that they would permit fome of her fervants, and parti
cularly her confeffor, to attend her: But they told her, 
that compliance with this lafi demand was contrary to 
their confcience q, and that Dr. Fletcher, dean of Peter
borow, a man of great learning, fhould be prefent, to 

~ It appears by fome lettrrs publilhed by Strype, vel. iii . book ii. c. I. 

that Elizabeth had not exprefsly communicated her intention to any cf h. r 
minifters, not even to Burleigh : They were fuch experiencd courti~r~, t'-la t 

they knew they could not gratify her more than by fcrving h:r with . ..,ut 

waiting till fhe defired them. 

P Camden, p. 534• Jebb, vol. ii. p. 3c1, MS. in the AdvocJte>' 

Libmy, P• '-• from the Clltt, Lib, Cl!l, c, 9• q J~bh1 vol. ii. p. 3c:. 
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c H A P. inflruB: her in the principles of true religion. Her refu. 
YI JI . h h" d" . . n cl ~ fal to have any confct ence Wit t IS tvme mname the 
1587. zeal of the earl of Kent; and he bluntly toid her, that 

her death would be the life of their religion; as, on the 

contra y, her life would have been the death of it. 
Mcnti,:m being made of B.t ington, fue confiantly de
nied his confpiracy to have been at all known to her; 

and the revenge of her wrongs, the refigned into the 
hands of the Almighty. 

"\VHEN thee< rls hJd left her, the ordered fupper to be 

haficned, that ilie might have the more leifure, after it, to 

fini{h the few afFairs which remained to her in this world, 

and to prepare for her pa!fage to another. It was necef

fary for her, fhe Lid, to take fome fufi:enance, left a 

Li!urc of her bodily fhength lhould deprefs her fpirits on 

the 1 .arrow, and left her bchav iour iliould thereby betray 

a weakt1efs unworthy of herfelf r. She fupped fparingly, 

as her manner ufually was; and her wonted chearfulnefs 

did not even defert her on this occafion. She comforted 

her fervants under the affiitl:ion which m·erwhelmed 
thC'm, and which was too violent for them to conceal it 
from her. Turning to Bu go in, her phyfician, lhe atked 

him, Whether he did not remark the great and invincible 

force of truth ? " They pretend," faid the, " that I muft 
" die, becaufe I confpired againft: their queen's lite: But 
" the earl of Kent avowed, that there was no other 

" caufe of my death, than the apprehenfions, w~1ich, if 

" I fhould live, they entertain for their religion. My 
'' confrancy in the faith is my real crime: The refi is 

" on!y a colou,r, invented by interefi:ed and defigning 
" men." Towards the end of fupper, 1hc called in all 
her fervants, and drank to them : They pledged her, in 
order, on their knees; and craved her pardon for any 

pail: negle·a of their duty: She deigned, in return, to 

r Jeb:,, vo~. ii, p, 489. 
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afk their pardon for her ofFences towards them ; and a C H A P. 
. XLII. 

plentiful efFufion of tears attended this lafi folemn fare-....____, -----J 

wel, and exchange of mutual forgivencfs s. 1587 • 

.lVlAR y's care of her fervants was the foie remaining 
afFair, which employed her concern. She p.rufcd her 
will, in whi h ihe h.td provided for them by legacies: 
She ordered the inventory of her goods, cloaths, and 

jewels to be brought her; and fhe wrote down the names 
of thofe to whom ihe bequeathed each particular: To 

fome ihe d1fiributcd money with her own hands; and 

fue adapted the recompence to thtir different degrees of 
rank and merit. She wrote alfo letters of recommenda
tion for her fervants to the French king, and to her 
coufin, the duke of Guife, whom ihe made the chief 

executor of her tell:amcnt. At her wonted time ihe 

went to. bed ; flept fomc hours; and then rifin~ , fpcnt 
the rcfi of the night in prayer. Having forefecn the 
difficulty of exercifing the rites of her religion, !he had 
had the precaution to obtain a confecr:tted hoH:e from the 

hands of pope Pius; and ihc had refcrvcd the ufe of it 
for this lafi period of her life. By this e. pedicnt ilie 
fupplicd, as much as fl.e could, the want of a pnefr aud 
confdfor, who was rcfu£( d her r. ~ 

TowARDS tl.e morning {he Jrefled herfelf in a rich 
habit of filk and velvet, the only one which fhe I ad re

ferveJ to herfelf. She told her maids, that fhe vvo~!d 

willingly have left them this drefs rather th, n the plain 
garb which £he wore the uay bd~ re: But ;t was nccc!fary 

for her to appear at the enfuing fo.emnity in a cl--cent 
habit. 

THoMAS ANDREws, iheriff of the county, entercJ the 
room, and informed her, that the hour was co·ne, a11d 
that he mufr attend her to the pl. cc of execution. She re-

s Jebb, vo!. ii, p. 3oz, 6:z.6, Camc!en, p. 534· t J ebb, vol. ii. 
p. 419· 

plied, 
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c H A P. plied, That fhe was ready; and bidding adieu to her fer
~ vants, :lhe leaned on two of Sir Amias Paulct's guards, 

1587. becaufe of an infirmity in her limbs; an<.llhe followed the 
fueriff with a ferene and compofed countenance. In paffing 

through a hall adjoining to her chamber, lhe vas met by 
the earls of Shrewibury and Kent, Sir Amias ?aulet, Sir 
Drue Drury, and many other gentlemen of lifi:intl:ion. 
Here lhe alfo found Sir Andrew Melvil, her fi:eward, 
who flung himfelf on his knees before her; anc, wringing 

his hands, cried aloud, " Ah, Madam ! unlappy me! 
" what man was ever before the meffenger offuch heavy 
" tidings as I mufr carry, when I lhall retJrn to my 

" native country, and lhall report, that I fav my graci
" ous queen and mifl:refs beheaded in Engh.nd ?" His 
tears prevented farther fpeech; and Mary too felt herfelf 
moved, more from fympathy than affiitl:ion. "Ceafe, 
" my good fcrvant," faid fue, "ceafe to lammt: Thou 
" hail caufe rather to rejoice than to mourn: For now 
" lhalt thou fee the troubles of Mary Stuart r~ceive their 
" long expefred period and ccmpletion. Krow," con
tinued lhe, " good fcrvant, that all the worH at befi: is 
'' vanity, and fubjcct frill to more forrow tlun a whole 
" ocean of tears is able to bewail. But I praythee, carry 
" this meffage from me, that I die a true wonan to my 
" religion, and unalterable in my affections 10 Scotland 
" and to France. Heaven forgive them, tha· have long 

" defired my end, and have thidl:ed for my bood as the 
" hart panteth after the water brooks." " 0 God," 
added lhe, " thou that art the author of truth : and truth 
" itfelf, thou knowefr the inmofr receffes of my heart: 
" Thou knowcfi: that I was ever defirous to preferve an 
" entire union between Scotland and Engla1d, and to 
" obviate the fource of all thefe fatal difc~rds. But 
" recommend me, Melvil, to my fon, and tellhim, that, 
" notwithfranding all my difheffes, I have dme nothing 

2 " prejudicial 
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'' prejtdicial to the frate and kingdom of Scotland." c H A P. 

After tlefe words, reclining herfelf, with weeping eyes, ~1• 
and fac: bedewed with tears, lhe kiffed him. " And fo," l:;S~ 
faid /he. "·good Melvil, farewel: Once again, farcwel, 
" goodMelvil; and grant the affifi:ance of thy prayers to 
" thy meen and mifrrefs u." 

SHE r1ext turned to the noblemen who attended her, 
and male a petition in behalf of her fervants, that they 
might le well treated, be allowed to enjoy the prefents 
which be had made them, and be fent fafely into their 
own comtry. Having received a favourable anfwer) fhe 
preferrcl another requefi:, that they might be permitted to 
attend 1er at her death: In order, faid fhe, that their 
eyes my behold, and their hearts bear witnefs, how 
patientlr their queen and mifi:refs can fubmit to her 
executim, and how confrantly :lhe perfeveres in her at
tachmelt to her religion. The earl of Kent oppofed this 
defire, md told her, that they would be apt, by their 
fpeeche and cries, to diflurb both herfelf and the fpeCl:a
~ors : re was alfo apprehenfive, left they fhould praCl:ife 
fome flperflition, not meet for him to fuffer; fuch as 
dippingtheir handkerchiefs in her blood: For that was 
the inflmce which he made ufe of. " My lord," faid the 
queen cf Scots, " I will give my word (although it be 
" but lead) that they :lhall not incur any blame in any 
" of tle aCtions which you have named. But alas! poor 
" fouls! it would be a great confolation to them to bid 
~>' their mifl:refs farewel. And I hope," added :lhe, 
" that your miftrefs, being a maiden queen, would 
u vouc1fafe, in regard of womanhood, that I fhould have 

" fome of my own people about me at my death. I 
" kno~, that her majefty hath not given you any fuch 
'' flriCl:co.mmand, but that you might grant me a req ue!l: 
f' of fa- greater courtefy, even though I were a woman 

u M:. p. 4• Jeb, vol. ii. p. 634. Strype, vol. iii. p. z34· 
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c H A P." of inferior rank to that which 1 bear." Finding that 

~the earl of Kent perfified frill in his refufa1, her mind, 

J587. which had fortified itfelf agai nfr the terror;; of death, was 
afreB.ed by this indignity, for which fhe was not pre
pared. " I am coufin to your queen," cried {he, "and 
" uefcended from the blood-royal of Henry V l 1. and a 
" married queen 9f France, and an anointed queen of 

'~ Scotland." The commiffioners, perceiving how in
vidious their obftin:1.cy would appear, confened a little 
together, and agreed, that fhe might carry a few of her 
fervant;; along with her. She made choice of four men, 

and two maid-fervants, for that purpofe. 
SH;;: then paffed into anothet hall, where was ereCted 

the fc.l7old, covered with black; and ihe faw, with an 
undifmaycd countenance, the executioners, and all the 

prep<rations of death. rfhe room was crowded with 

fpechtors ; and no one was fo fieeled againfr all fenti

ments of humanity·, as not to be moved, when he n::fl eted 
on her royal dignity, confidered the furprifing tra'n of her 

misfortunes, beheld her mild but inflexible confiancy, 

recalled her ar~ iable accomp1ifhments, or furveyed her 

beauties, which, thou ~ h faded by years, and yet more 
by her affi•Ctions, !till difcovercd thcmfelves in this fc.tal 
moment. Here the warrant for her execution was read to 

her; and during this cc:-er~1ony ilie was fil nt, but ihewed, 
in her beb2.\'iour, an inJifr:..rence ar d tmc< ncern, as if 
the bufinefs haa no wife regarded her. Before the execu
tioners performed their office, the dean of Peterborow 

fiepped forth; and though the queen frequently told him, 

that he necJLd not concern him(df about her, th:1t !he 
was fettled in the ancruH catholic and Roman religion, 
and that {he me~ nt to lay down her life in defence of that 
faith; Le frill thoeght it his duty to perfifr in his Ietlures 

and exhortations, and to endeavour her converfion. The 

terms, which he employed, were, under colour of pious 
inftrut!ions, 
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mfiruCl:ions~ cruel infults on her unfortunate .fituation; 

and befides their OWl1 abfurdity, may b-.. r~.:ga1ded as the 
moft mort,' fying indignit.ies, to which !he had ever yet 
been expofed. He told her, that the queen of England 

had on this occafion iliewn a tend r care cf her; and not
withfianding the punifhmcnt juilly to be infliCted on her, 
for her manifold trefpafies, was determined to ufc every 
expedient for fuv:ng her foul from that uefhua;on, with 
which it was fo nearly threatened: That lhe was now 
fianding upon the brink of et rn:ty, and had no other 

me~ns of cfcaping etY I fs perdition, than by repenting her 
former wickednefs, by jufiifying the fentcnce pronounced 
againft her, by acknow dging the qucen's favours, and 
by exerting a true and l ;vely faith in Chrifi Jefus: That 
the fcriptur s were the only rule of doctrine, the merits 

of Chrifi the only means of falvation; and if the tru!ted 
in the inventions or devices of men, :lhe mufi expeCt in 
an inftant to fall into utter darknefs, into a place where 
!hall be weeping, ho ling, and gnalhing of te"th : Thzt 

the hand of death was upon her, the ax was laid to the 

root of the tree, the throne of the great judge of heaven 
wa~ ereCl: d, the book of h r life was fpread wide, and 
the particul;,1r fentence an jt.td.gmcnt was ready to be 
pronounced upon her: And that it was now, during this 

important moment, in her choice, either to rife to the 

refurret;!ion of 1\fe, and hear that joyful falutation, Come, 

ye hlejfed if my Fatber, or to :!hare the refurretl:ion of con
demnation, replete Wlth forrow and anguifh; ;1nd to 
fufter tl at dreadful den unci tion, Go, ye curfld, into e'vcr
lajJing fire x. 

Dui ING this difcourfe Mary could not fometimes 

forbear betra -ing her i1 1pati nee, by interrupting the 
preacher; :md the dean, findiwr that he had pr fi •cd norning 

by his lecture, at lafi bade her change her opinion, repent 

x MS. p. 8, !:h to, n, Strype, lOl. iii. p. 385. 

her 
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c H A P. her of her former wickednefs, and fettle her faith upon 
~this ground, that only in Chrifl: Jefus could ihe hope to 

ts87· be faved. She anfwered, again and again, with great 
earneftnefs:. " Trouble not yourfelf any more about the 
" matter: For I was born in this religion; I have lived 
" in this religion-, and in this religion I am refolved to 

" die." Even the two earls perceived, that it was 
fruitlefs to harafs her any farther with theological dif
putes ; and they ordered the dean to defifl: from his unfea

fonable exhortations, and to pray for her converfion. 
During the dean's prayer, fue employed herfelf in private 
devotion from the office of the Virgin ; and after he had 
fini!hed, !he pronounced aloud fome petitions in Englilh, 

for the affiiB:ed church, for an end of her own troubles, 
for her fon, and for queen Elizabeth; and prayed God, 
that that princefs might long profper, and be employed in 
his fervice. The earl of Kent, obferving, that, in her 

devotions, :lhe made frequent ufe of the crucifix, could 

not forbear reproving her for her attachment to that popilh 

trumpery, as he termed it; and he exhorted her to have 
Chrifl: in her heart, not in her hand Y. She replied with 

prefence of mind, that it was difficult to hold fuch an 
objeCt in her hand, without feeling her heart touched with 

fame compunCtion z, 

She now began, with the aid of her two women, to 
difrobe herfelf; and the executioner alfo lent his hand, 
to affifl: them. She fmiled, and faid, , That ihe was not 
accuftomed to undrefs herfel f before fo large a company, 
nor to be ferved by fuch valets. Her fervants, feeing her 
in this condition, ready to lay her head upon the block, 
burfl: into tears and lamentations : She turned about to 
them ; put her finger upon her lips, as a fign of impofing 
filence upon them a; and having given them her ble.ffing, 

Y MS. p. 15. Jehb, vol, ii. p. 307, 491, 637• 
a }:bb, p. 307. 4ga. 

z Jebb, ibid. 
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de fired them to pray for her. One of her maids, whom C H A P. 

1he had appointed for that purpofe, covered her eyes with~ 
a handkerchief; lhe laid herfelf down, without any fign rsS7. 

of fear or trepidation; and her head was fevered from her 
body at two firokes by the executioner. He infiantly 
held it up to the fpecrators, fireaming with blood and 
agitated with the convullions of death: The dean of Pe-
terborow alone exclaimed, " So perilh all queen Eliza-
" beth's enemies:" The earl of Kent alone replied 
" Amen:" The attention of all the other fpectators was 
fixed on the melancholy fcene before them; and zeal and 
flattery alike gave place to prefent pity and admiration of 
the expiring princefs. 

THUS perilhed, in the forty-fifth year of her age, :md Mary's £ha

nineteenth of her captivity in England, Mary queen ofr .. aer. 
Scots; a woman of great accomplilhments both of body 
and mind, natural as well as acquired; but unfortunate 
in her life, and during one period, very unhappy in her 
conduct. The beauties of her perfon and graces of her 
air combined to make her the mofr amiable of women; 
and the charms of her addrefs and converfation aided the 
impreffion, which her lovely figure made on the hearts of 
all beholders. Ambitious and aB:ive in her temper, yet 
inclined to chearfulnefs and fociety; of a lofty fpirit, 
confiant and even vehement in her purpofe, yet polite, 
and gentle, and affable in her demeanour; lhe feemed to 
partake only fo much of the male virtues as to render her 
efiimable, without relinquilhing thofe foft graces, which 
compofe the proper ornament of her fex. In order to 
form a j uft idea of her charaB:er, we muft fct afide one 
part of her conduct, while !he abandoned herfelf to the 
guidance of a profligate man ; and mufr confider thefe 
faults, whether we admit them to be imprudences or 
crimes, as the refult of an inexplicable, though not un-
common, inconftancy in the human mind, of the frailty 

of 
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c T-T A P. of our nature, of the violence of paffion, and of the 
XL!I. . .q h" h fi . d r . ~...---., ___.; m .. uence, w tc nuattons, an iOmettmes momentary 

J5 87 . incidents, have on pcrfons, whofe principles are not tho
rougl.ly confir med by experience and reB.eClion. Enraged 
by the ungrateful conduct of her hufoand, feducetl by the 

treacherous counfcls of one in whom fhe repofed confi
dence, tranfported by the violence of her own tetppcr, 

\'t:hich never lay fufficiently under the guidance of difcre
tion ; fhe was betrayed into actions, which may, \Vith 

fome difficulty, be accounted for, but which admit of no 

apology, nor e\'en of alleviation. An enumeration of her 
qualit i' s mi£ht carry the appc:1rance of a panegyric; an 

account of her condutl: mufr, in fome parts, wear the 
afpeB: of fevere fatire and invective. 

HER numerous misfortunes, the foliruJe of her long 
and tedious captivjty, and the perfecutions, to which ilie 

had been expofed on account of her religion, had wrought 

her up to a degree of bigotry during her later years; and 

fuch were the prevalent fpirit and principles ;f the age, 
that it is the lefs wonder, if her zeal, her refentment, 

and her intercfi: uniting, induced her to give confent to 
a defign, which confpirators, actuated only by the fir!t 

of thcfe motives, had formed aga!nfl: the life of Elizabeth. 

Th 
, WHEN the queen was informed of Mary's execution, 

e qneen s 
affeel:ed for- fhc affctl:ed the utmofi: furp rize and indignation. Her 

row. countenance changed; her fpeech faltered and failed her; 

for a long time, her forrow was fo deep that fne could 
not exprds it, but flood fixed, l ike a fiatue, in filence 

and mute afionifhmcnt. After her grief was able to find 
vent, it burfi: out in loud wailings and lamentations; fhe 
put hcrfelf ill deep mourning for this dt plorable event; 
and £he was fern pe" rpetuall y bathed in tears, . and fur
rounded only by her maids and women. None of her 

min ficrs or co mfdlor~ dan:d to approach her; or if 
any had fuch ten.erity, the chafed them from her, with 

I ilie 
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the mofl: violent o:preffions of rage and rcf,ntrrent: They c H 4 P. 
, 1 ., - ..t , , • XLII. had all of tnen oeen gu11ty ot an uni,ar•1onan!e cnme, --v---J 

in putting to death her dear fi:lter an kinfwom'1n, con- J~'lJ7• 
trary to her fixed purpof b, of which they were fuffici-
ently apprized an <.cquaintcd. 

No fooner w~s her forlow fo much abated as to Jcavc 
room for reRetl:ion, than fhc wn_., <1 letter oF apu!ogy to 

the king of Scots, and fent it by Sn Robert Cary, fon of 

lord Hunfdon. She there told him, that fb.e wifl1ed he 
knew .. but not felt, the unutterable grief which fl1c 
experienced, on account of that lam<..nt<J.b!e accident, 
which, without her knowledge, much lcfs concurrence, 
had happened in En;;land: That as her pen trembled, 

when lhe attempted to write it, {he found herfelf obligcJ 
to commit the relation of it to the meffenger, her kinf
man; who would likcwife inform his ma}.Jly of every 
circumfrance, attending this diftnal and unlocked for 
misfortune: That lhe appealed to the fuprcme J udgc of 

heaven and earth for her innocence; and was alfo fo 

happy, amidfi her other affiitl:ions, as to find, that many 
perfons in her comt could bear witnefs to her veracity in 
this protefhtion: That ihe abhorred diffimulatian; 
deemed nothing more worthy of a prince than a fin
cere and open condutl:; and could never furely be 
efieemed fo bafe and . poor-fpirited, as that, if lhe had 
really given orders for this fatal execution, lhe could, on 
any confidcration, be induced to deny them: 1 hat, 

though fcnfible of the j ufrice of the fcntence pr nounced 
againfr the unhappy prifoner, {he determined from cle
mency never to carry it into execution; and could not 
but rcfent the temerity of thofe, who on this occafion had 
difappointcd her intention: And that as no one loved him 

more dearly than herfelf, or bore a more anxious concern 

b Camden, p. 536. Strype1 vvl. iii. Ap;endi:r1 P• I45• ]ebb, vol. ii. 
n,. 6oS. 
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c H A P for his welfare; lbe hoped, that he would confider ever) 
~one as his enemy, who endeavoured, on account of the 

1587. prefent incident, to excite any animofity between them c, 

IN order the better to appeafe J ames, fhe committed 

Davifon to prifon, and ordered him to be tried in th~ 
Star-Chamber for his mifdemeanour. The fecretary was 
confounded; and being fenfible of the danger, which 

·mufl attend his entering into a conteft with the queen, 
he expreffed penitence for his error, and fubmitted very 

patiently to be railed at by thofe very counfellors, whofe 

perfuafion had induced him to incur the guilt, and who 

had promifed to countenance and proteCt him. He was 

condemned to imprifonment during the queen's pleafure, 

and to pay a fine of ten thoufand pounds. He remained 

a long time in cufl:ody; and the fine, though it reduced 

him to beggary, was rigoroufly levied upon him. All 
the favour, which he could obtain from the queen, was 

fending him fmall fupplies from time to time, to keep 

him from perHhing in neceffity d. He privately wrote aa 
apology to his friend Walfingham, which contains many 

curious particulars. The French and Scotch ambaffa

d.ors, he faid, had been remonfl:rating with the queen in 

·ri/Iary's behalf; and immediately after their departure, 
Ihe commanded him, of her own accord, to deliver her 
the warrant for the execution of that princefs. She 
figned it readily, and ordered it to be fealed with the 

great feaJ of England. She appeared in fuch good hu· 
.mour on the occafion, that fhe faid to him in a jocular 

}nanner, " Go tell all this to Walfingham, who is now 

.~' fick: Though I fear he will die of forrow, when he 
'~ hears of it." She added, that, though fhe had fo 
!Jong d~layed the execution, left £he fhould feem to be 
~auated by malice or cruelty, fhe was all along fenfible 

~qf the neceffity of it. In the fame con verfation, flu: 

4 C@mden~ P· 538. 
b}aQJe<i 
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blamed Drury and Paulet, that they had not before ea(ed c H A P. 

her of this trouble; and fhe exprdfed her dcfir,, that~~ 
Walfingham would bring them to compliance in that rsS7, 

particular. She was fo bent on this purpofe, that-, fome 
time after, fue a!ked Dav ifon, vVhether any letter had 
come from Paulet with regard to the fervice expceted of 
him? Davifon lhowed her Paulct's letter; in which that 

gentleman poiitively refufcd to aB: any thing inconfifi:ent 
with the principles of honour and j ufiice. The queen 
fell into a paffion; and accufed Paulet, as well as Drury~ 
of perjury; becaufe, having taken the oath of affociation, 
in which they had bound themfelves to avenge her 
wrongs, they had yet refufed to lend their hand on this 
occafion. " But others," fhe faid, " will be found lefs 
" fcrupulous." Davifon adds, that nothing but the 
'confent and exhortations of the whole council could have 
engaged him to fend ofF the warrant: He was well aware 
of his danger; and remembered, that the queen, after 
having ordered the execution of the duke of Norfolk, had 
endeavoured, in a like manner, to throw the whole blame 
and odium of that aB:ion upon lord Burleigh e, 

ELIZABETH's diffimulation was fo grofs, that it could 
deceive no body, who was not previoufly refolved to be 
blinded; but as James's concern for his mother was cer
tainly more fincere and cordial, he difcovered the higheft 
refentment, and refufed to admit Cary into his prefence. 
He recalled his ambaifadors from England ; and feemecl 
to breathe nothing but war and vengeance. The States 
of Scotland, being aifembled, took part in his anger; 
and profeifed, that they were ready to fpend their lives 
and fortunes in .revenge of his mother's death, and in 
defence of his title to the crown of England. Many of 
his nobility infrigated him to take arms: Lord Sinclair, 

e Camdcn, p. 538, Strype, vol. iii. p. 37 5, ~j6. MS. in the Advo
c:ws' Library, A. 3· 28. p, 17. f10m the Cott, Lib. Calig. c, 9• Biogr. 
~r~t. p. 16~5. 16~7. 
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c H A P. when the courtiers appeared in deep mourning, pre~ 

~ fcnted himfelf to the king arrayed in complete armour, 

r587. and faid, that this w~s the proper mourning for the 

queen. The catholics took the opportunity of exhorting 

J .mes to make an alliance with the king of Spain, to lay 
immediate claim to the crown of .England, and to pre

Yent the ruin, which, from his mother's example, he 

might conclude, would certainly, if Elizabeth's power 

prevailed, overwhelm his perfon and his kingdom. The 

queen was fenfible of the danger attending thefe co~n

fels; and after allowing J ames fome decent interval to 

vent his grief and anger, fhe employed her emiffaries to 

pacify him, and to fet before him every motive of hope 
or fear, which might induce him to live in amity with 

her. 

4-th March. \V ALSINGHAM wrote to lord Thirlftone, J ames's fecre· 
trary, a judicious letter to the fame purpofe. He faid, 

that he was much furprized to hear of the violent refolu

tions taken in Scotland, and of the paffion difcovered by 
a prince of fo much judgment and temper as J ames: 

That a war, founded merely on the principle of revenge, 

and that too on account of an aB: of juftice which necef

fity had extorted, would for ever be expofcd to cenfure, 

and could not be excufed by any principles of equity or 

reafon : That if thefe views were deemed lefs momentous 

among princes, policy and intcjei1 ought certainly to 

be atte:nded to; and thefe motives .did frill more evi

dently oppole all thoughts of a rupture with Elizabeth, 
and all revival of exploded claims to the Englifh 

throne: That the inequality between the two kingdoms 

deprived James of any hopes of fuccefs, if he trufied 

merely to the force of his own fiate, and had no recourfe 

to foreign powers for affifiance: T'hat the objections, 

attending the introduction of fuccours from a more potent 

mon::~.rch, appeared fo evident from all the tranfattions of 

billory, 
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hiilory, that they could not efcape a perfon of the Kir.g's C H l\ P. 

extenfive knowledge; but there were, in the prcfent caf~, ~ 
feveral peculiar circumfl:ances, which ought for ever to 1587. 

deter him from having recourfe to fo dangerous an expe-
dient: That the French monrrrch, the ancient ally of 
Scotland, might willingly ufe the affifiance of that king-
dom again:fi: England ; but would be difpleafed to fee the 
union of thefe two kingdoms in the perfon of] amcs; a 
union, which would ever after exclude him from praCli(-
ing that policy, formerly fo ufeful to the French, and fo 
pernicious to the Sco'ttiih, nation : That Henry befides, 
infefted with faction and domcfiic war, was not in a con-
dition of fupporting difl:ant allies; much lefs would 
he expofe himfelf to any hazard or expence, in order 
to aggrandize a near kinfman of the houfe of Guife, the 
mofl: determined enemies of his rcpofe and authority: That 
the extcnfive power and exorbitant ambition of the Spa-
niih monarch rendered him a frill more dangerous ally to 
Scotland; and as he evidently afpired to an univerfal 
monarchy in the weft, and had in particular advanced 
fome claims to England, as if he were defcended from 
the houfe of Lancafier, he was at the fame time the 
common enemy of all prince~, who wiihed to maintain 
their independence; and the immediate rival and compe-
titor of the king of Scots: That the queen, by her own 
naval power, and her alliance with the Hollanders, ·would 
pr0bably intercept all fuccours which might be fent to 
James from abroad, and be enabled to decide the con- ~ 
troverfy in this ifland with the fupcrior forces of her O\Vll 

kingdom, oppofed to thofc of Scotland : That if the 
king revived his mother's pretenfions to the crown of 
England, he mufl: alfo embrace her religion, by which 
alone they could be jufiified; and mufr thereby undergo 
the infamy of abandoning thofe principles, in which he 
had been fl:rictly educated, and to which he had hitherto 

Y 3 rc!igioufly. 
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c 1! A P. rcligioufly adhered : That as he woul~, by fuch an apo.
~ fl:acy, totally alienate all the protef1ants in Scotland and 

5S7. England, he could never gain the confidence of the 
catholics, who would fiill entertai:1 reafonable doubts of 
his finceri ty; That by advancing a prefcnt claim to the 
~rown, he forfeited the certain profpeB: of his fucceffion; 
and revived that national animofity, which the late peace 
and alliance betvYeen the kingdoms had happily extin
guiiliecl : That the whole gentry and nobility of England 
had ope ·1 ly declared thcmfelves for the execution of the 
sueen of Scots; and if J ames iliowcd fuch violent refent
ment againfr that act of j ufiice, they would be obliged, 
for t.1e1 r o .vn fecurity, to prevent for ever fo implacable 
a pri!Ke fror.1 1 uling over them: And tht!t, however fome 
t)crfons might reprcfcnt his honour as engaged to feek 
vcngcar:.ce {(•::- the prcfcnt affront and injury, the true 
hon '> ~ • r of a prince confifl:ed in wi fdom and moderation 
jmd · uftice, not in following the dictates of blind paffion, 
or in .pur[uing revenge at the ex pence of every motive and 
every intert;.fi: r. Thefc confiderations, joined to the 
pe<J.ceabie, unambitious temper of the young prince, pre
vailed 0\ er his re fe n ment; and he fell gradually into a 
good corrcfl)ond nee \ . ith the court of England. It is 
probable, that the quec.n's chief objea in her diffimula
t ion v:ith regard to the execution of Mary, was, that fhe 
might thereby fl~rd James a decent pretence for renew
ing his am1ty v1ith btr, on which their mutual interefrs 
fo 1 Hrch dlpendcd. · .. 

Vll-IlLr: ELzabeth enfured tranquillity from the at
terr.pts of her neardlneighbour, fhe was not neO'ligent of 

I 0 

more difiant dangers. Hearing that Philip, though he 
fe_r_,ed to clit1cmble the daily infults and injuries, which 
he received from the Englifh, was fccretly preparing a 
~rc.1t navy to attack h r; 11le fent Sir F rancis Drake with 

f .Str}pe, vol. iii. p. 377• Spotfwood, 
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t! lleet to intercept his fupplies, to pillage his coaft, and C ~l~.P. 
to defl:roy his lhipping. Drake carried out four capita] !wa , J 

1hips of the queen's, and twenty-fix, great and fmal1, J§7• 

with which the London merchants, in hopes of 1haring 
in the plunder, had fupplied him. Having learned from 
two Dutch fhips, which he met with in his palrage,Draktde
that a Spani1h fleet, richly laden, was lying at Cadiz,:;::~t~ 
ready to fet fail for Li!bon, the rendezvous of the in- cliz, 

tended Armada; he bent his courfe to the former harbour, 
and boldly, as well as fortunately, made an attack on the 
enemy. He obliged fix gallies, which made head againfl: 
him, to take 1helter under the forts; he burned about a 
hundred veffels, laden with ammunition and naval fiores; 
and he defl:royed a great 1hip of the marquefs of Santa 
Croce. Thence, he fet fail for Cape St. Vincent, and 
took by affault the cafl:le fituated on that promontory, 
with three other fortreffes. He next infulted Lifbon; 
and finding, that the merchants, who had engaged en-
tirely in expectation of profit, were difcontented at thefe 
military enterprizes, he fet fail for the Terceras, with an 
intention of lying in wait for a rich Carrack, which was 
expected in thofe parts. He was fo fortunate as to 
meet with !1is prize; and by this 1hort expedition, in 
which the public bore fo fmall a lhare, the adventurers 
were encouraged to attempt farther enterprizes, the Eng-
lifu feamen learned to defpife the great unwieldy lhips of 
the enemy, the naval preparations of Spain were de
frroyed, the intended expedition againft England was 
retarded a twelvemonth, and the queen thereby had 
leifure to take more fecure meafur~s againfr that formida-
ble invafion g. 

THIS year Thomas Cavendifb, a gentleman of Devon
fuire, who had diffipated a good efrate by living at court~ 

g Camden, p. 540. Sir William Mon(on's Naval TraCts in Churchill's 
Voyages, vol, iii, P• J 56, . 
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c H A. P. being refolved to repair his fc rtune at the expence of t\e 
, XL~ Span-iards, fitted ou!: three £hips at Plymou th, one of a 

1587· hundred and twenty tons, am,ther of fixty , and a third 
of hrty; ar1d with tbefe fmall veffels he ventureJ into the 
South Sea., and com nitted great depredations on the Spa
niards. He took nineteen veffels, fome of which were 
richly laden ; and returning by the Cape of Good Hope, 
he came to London, and entered the river in a kind of 
triumph Bis mariners and foldiers were cloathed in 
filk, his fails were of dama!k, his top- fail clrth of gold; 
an<..l his prizes were ef!:ecmed the richcfi that ever had 
been brought into England h. 

~-HE land entcrpnz s of the Engliili were not, during 
this campaign, fo advantageous or honourable to the 
nation. The importa!lt place of Deventcr was intrufied 
by Leicefrer to William Stanley, with a garrifon of twelve 
hundred Engltfh; and this gentleman, being a catholic~ 
was alarmed at the difcovery of Babington's confpiracy, 
and became a1 prehenfive, lcf!: every one of his religion 
£honld thenceforth be treated with dd1:rufi in England. 
He entered into a correfpondence with the Spaniards, 
betrayed the city to them for a fum of money, and en
gaged the who~e garrifon to defert with him to the Spa
nifh fer vice. Roland York, who commanded a fort near 
Zutphen, imttated his example; and the Hollanders, 
formerly ciifgufl:ed with Leicefier, and fufpicious of the 
Eng1i£h, broke out into loud complaints againfr the im· 
providence, if not the treachery, of his adminifiration, 
Soon after, he himfelf arrived in the Low Countries; 
but his co11 duCl: was no-wife calculated to give them 
fatisfaction, or to remove the fufpicwns, which they had 
entertained againft him. The prince of Parma having 
befieged Sluys, Leicefter attempted to relieve the place, 
firfi: by fea, then by land; but failed in both enterpr;zes; 

h Birrh's Memoirs, vol, i. p. 57~ 
and 
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and as he afcribed h:s bad fuccefs, to the ill behaviour ofc H A P. 

h 1] f · n .n· XLH. the Hollanders, t ey were equa y ree 10 rcne~..:.uons upon...._....__, 
his conduct. The breach between them became wider 158

7
• 

every day: They flighted his authority, oppofed his 

meafures, and neglected his counfels; while he endea-
voured, by an imperious behaviour, ar.d by violence, to 
recover that influence, which he had loll: by his impru-
dent and ill- concerted meafurcs. He was even fuf j,ecred 

by the Dutch of a defign to ufurp upon their l1berties; 
and the jea.louty, entert .. ined agair:fi him, began to extend 
towards the queen berfelf. That princefs had made fome 
advances towards a peace with Spain: A congrefs had 

been orened at Bourbourg, a vdhge near Graveline: 
And though the two courts, efpecially that of Spain, had 
no other intention than to amu.e each of them its enemy 

by negociation, and mutually relax the preparations for 

defence or attack, the Dutch, who were determined, on 
no terms, to return under the Spanilh yoke, became ap
prehenfive left their liberty ihould be facrifict.d to the 
political intercfis of England 1• But the queen, who 
knew the impo~tance of her alliance with .the States dur
ing the prefent conjuncture, was refolved to give them 
entire !atisfaction by recalimg Leicefier, and commanding 
him to refign his governm~nt. Maurice, fon of the late 
prince of Orange, a youth of twenty years of age, was 

elected by the States governor in his place; and Peregrine 

lord Willoughby was appointed by the queen commander 
of the Englifu forces. The medures of thefe two gene
rals were .much cmbarraffed by the maligmty ot Leicefrer, 
who had left a fJction behind him, and who frill attempt

ed, by means of his emiffaries, to dit1urb all the opera
tions of the States. As foon as El1zabeth received intel

ligence of thcfe duorders, ihe took care tu rcdrets them ; 
and ~e obliged all the partizans of Engla! d ro fall iu~o 

1 ~cntivoglio, part ii. lib. 4• Strype1 vol. iv. No, 246. 
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c H A P. unanimity with prince Maurice k, But though her good 
XLII. r '1 d h · 1' L · ft fh '--v---' fenfe 10 far preva1 e over er part1a 1ty to e1ce er, e 
1.587· never could be made fully fenfible of his vices and inca

pacity: The fubmiffions, which he made her, re
flored him to her wonted favour; and Lord Buckhurft, 
who had accufed him of mifconduB: in Holland, loft her 
confidence, for forne time, and was even committed to 

cufiody. 
SIR Chrifl:opher Hatton was another favourite, who at 

this time, received fome marks of her partiality. Though 
he had never followed the profeflion of the law, he wa~ 

made chancellor in the place of Bromley, deceafed; but 
notwithfianding all the expeCtations and perhaps wifhe& 

of the lawyers, he behaved in a manner not unworthy of 
that high ftation: His good natural capacity fupplied the 
place of experience and :fiudy; and his decifions were not 

found deficient either in point of equity or judgment. 
His enemies had contributed to this promotion, in hopes 

that his abfence from court, while he attended the bufi· 
nefs of chancery, would gradually efirange the queen from 

bim, and give them an opportunity of undermining him 

in her favour. 

15IS. THESE little intrigues and cabals of the court were 
filcnced by the account which came from all quarters, of 
the vafr preparations made by the Spaniards_ for the inva-

. fion of England, aHd for the entire conquefi of that 

;,~'fh~'"t;.. kingdom. Philip, though he had not yet declared war, 
.::!lt>-:1 of on account of the hofrilities, which Elizabeth every where 
~nd, • d 1 · l d 1 d comm1tte upon 11m, 1a ong harboured a fecret an 

'{iolent ddire of revenge againfr her. His ambition alfo 
and the hop~s of extending his empire were much encou
raged by the pref(nt profperous fiate of his affairs; by 
the C'onquc{t of Portugal, the acquifition of the Eafr-

l.: Rymer, tom. X\"o p. 66. 
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Indian commerce and fettlements, and the yearly importa- C H A P. 
• . XLII. tion of vaft treafures from Amen ea. The pomt, on '-v---1 

which he refl:ed his highefr glory, the perpetual object 1588. 

of his policy, was to fupport orthodoxy and exterminate 
herefy; and as the power and credit of Elizabeth were 
the chief bulwark of the proteltants, he hoped, if he 
could fubdue that princefs, to acquire the eternal renown, 
of re-uniting the whole chrifrian world in the catho-
lic communion. Above all, his indignation againfl: his 
revolted fubjeCl:s in the Netherlands infHgated him to 
~ttack the Englifh, who had encouqged that infurreCl:ion, 
and who, by their vicinity, were fo well enabled tQ 

fupport the Hollanders, that he could never hope to 
reduce thefe rebels, while the power of that king-

dom remained entire and unbroken. To fubdue England 

feemed a neceffary preparative to the re-efrablilhment 

of his authority in the Netherlands; and notwithfl:anding 
appearances, the former was in itfelf, as a more im-
portant, fo a more eafy undertaking than the latter. 
'That kingdom lay nearer Spain than the Low Coun-

tries, and was more expofed to invafions from thaf 
quarter; after an enemy had once obtained entrance, the 
difficulty fcemed to be over, as it was neither fortified by 
art or nature; a long peace had deprived it of all mili-

tary difcipline and experience; and the Catholics, in 
which it fl:ill abounded, would be ready, it was hoped, 
t~ join any invader, who lhould free them from thofc: 
p~rfccutions, under which they laboured, and lhould 
r~vengc the death of the queen of St:ots, on whom 

they had fixed all their affeCl:ions. The fate of England 
~ufi be decided in one battle at fea, and another at 
land; an~ what comparifon between the Englifh and 
Spaniards, either in point of naval force, or in the 
numbers, reput::1tion, and veteran bravery of their armies? 
lJefiJes the acq nifition of fo great a kingdom, fuccefs 

againfl: 
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c H A P. ao-ainll: England enfured the immediate fubietlion of the 
XLII 0 ...., J 

~Hollanders, who, attacked on every hand, and deprived 
1588. of all fupport, mufi yield their fiubborn necks to that 

yol e, which they had fo long refifl:ed. Happily this 

c:::>nquell:, as it was of the utmofi importance to the gran

<Lur of Spain, would not at prefent be oppofed by the 

jcaloufy of o.uer powers, naturally fo much interefied to 

prever.t the faccefs of the enterprize. A truce was 

h11.cly conciuded with the Turks; the Empire was in the 
}, nds of a friend and r.ear ally; and Fr"nr·e, the perpe
tual rival of Spc1in, was fo torn with inteitine commoM 

tion··, t.1at fhe had r.o leifure to pay attention to her fo
reign interdl:s. This favourable opportunity, therefore, 
which might never again prcfent itfelf, mufi be feized; 
and one bold effort made for acquiring that afcendant in 
Europe, to which the prefent greatnefs and profperity of 

the Spaniards feemed fo fully to entitle them . 

THESE hop~s and motives engag:·'d. Philip, notwith .. 
fl:anding his cautious temper, to t..ndLrtake this hazard
ous .entcrprize; and though the prince, now created by 
the pope, duk~ of Parma, when confulted, oppofed the 
attempt, at lcaft reprefented the neceffity of previoufly 

g"tting poffcffion of fome fea· port town in the Nether
lt<nds, which might afl:ord a retreat to the Spanifh navy '11, 

it was ddermined by the catholic monarch to proceed 
1 immediately to the execution of his amb1tious project. 

During fome time he had been fecretly making prepara
tions; but as foon as the refolution w.ts fully ta!.:en, 

every part of his vafi: emptre refoundd w.th the noife of 
armaments, and all his mini.fi:ers, generals, and admirals, 
were employed in forwarding the defign. The marquefs of 

Santa Croce, a fea-officer vf great reputation and experience, 

I Camden. Strypt>, vol. iii, p. sn. 
lib. 4· 

m Bentivoglio, part z. 

was 
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was deftined to command the fleet; and by his counfels C H A 1~. 
XLll. were the naval equipments condutl:cd. In all the ports~ 

of SicilJ', Naples, Spain, and Portugal, artizans were hisS'· . 
...., T e J,vJn• 

employed in building veifds of uncommon fize and force; uble Ar· 

naval frores were bought at a great ex pence; provifions mada. 

amaffed; armies levied and quartered in the. maritime 
towns of Spain; and plans laid for fitting out fuch a £~et 
and embarkation as had never before had its equal in 
.Europe. The military preparations in Flanders were no 
lefs formidable. Troops from all quarters were every 
moment affembling, to reinforce the duke of Parma. 

Capizuchi and Spinelli, conduB-ed forces from Italy: 
The marquefs of Borgaut, a prince of the houfe of 
Aufrria, levied troops in Germany: The Walloon a~1d 
Burgundian regiments were cornpleted or augmented: 
The Spanilh infantry was fupplied with recruits; and 
an army of thirty-four thou(and men was aifemb!ed in 
the Netherlands, and kept in readinefs to be tranfported 
into England. The duke of Parma employed all the 
carpenters whom he could procure, either in Flanders or . 
in Lower G -rmany, and the coafts of the Bai,ic; and 
he built at Dunkirk, and NcT.vport, but efpecia!ly at 
Antwerp, a great nu 11bcr of boc.ts and flat-bottomed 
veffels, for the tranfporting of his infantry e1nd cavalry. 
The mofr renowned nobility and princes of Italy 2nd 
Spain were ambitious of !baring in the honour of this 
great enterprize. Don Amadxus of Savoy, Don John 
of Medicis, Vefp::dian Gonzaga, duke of Sabionctta, 
and the duke of Pafhana, hafrencd to join the <'~rmy 
under the duke of Parma. About two thoufand voiun. 
teers in Spain, many of them men of family, had enlified 
in the fervice. No doubts were entt~·tained, but fuch 
vafi preparations, conduB:ed by oi-Fcers of fuch confum
mate !kill, mufi finally be fucce(~tul. And the Spa
niards, ofrcntatious of their power, and elated with v<1in 

hopes, 
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c H A P. hopes, had already denominated their navy the Invinciblt 
XLII. 

~Armada. 
ts81. NEWS of thefe extraordinary preparations foon reached 

the court of London; and notwithfi:anding the fecrecy 

of the Spaniih council, and their pretending to employ 

this force in the Indies, it was eafily concluded, that 

. they meant to make fome effort againfl: England. The 
Preparations • fi . 
iJl England, queen had forefeen the mva 1011; and findmg that fue 

muft now contend for her crown with the whole force 

of Spain, £he made preparations for refiftance; nor was 

fue difmayed with that power, by which, all Europe ap· 

prehencled, fue muft of neceffity be overwhelmed. Her 
force indeed feemed very unequal to refill: fo potent an 
enemy. All the failors in England amounted at that 

time to about fourteen thoufand men n. The fize of the 

Englifh fhipping was, in general, fo fmall, that, except 
a few of the queen's fhips of war, there were not four 
yeffels belonging to the merchants which ex~eeded four 

hundred tons 0 • The royal navy confifted only of twenty· 
eight fail P, many of which were of [mall fize; none of 

them exceeded the bulk of our largeft frigates, and moft 
of them deferved rather the name of pinnaces than of 

:Lhips. The only advantage of the Englilh fleet confifl:ed 
in the dexterity and courage of the feamen, who, being 
acQ.Uftomed to fail in tempefi:uous feas, and expofe them· 

felves to all dangers, as much exceeded in this particu

lar the S panilh mariners, ~s their veffels were inferior in 

fize and force to thofe of that nation':!, All the com• 
mercial towns of England were required to furnilh 1hips 

for re-inforcing this fmall navy; and they difcovered, 

on the prcfent occafion, great alacrity in defending their 

liberty and religion againft thofe imminent perils, with 
which they were menaced. The citizens of London, in 

n Monfon, p. ~56. 

~ Ibid, p. 3u. 
~ Ibid. P• :161. p Ibid. P• 157, 
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order to £hew their zeal in the common caufe, infiead c H A. P. 

rr 1 h" h h d d . XLII. of fifteen vene s, w tc t ey were comman e to equ1p, t..--.--.1 
voluntarily fitted out double the number r. The gentry 1 sss. 
and nobility hired, and armed, and manned, forty·three 
1hips at their own charge'; and all the loans of money,. 
which the queen demanded,. were frankly granted by the 
perfons applied to. Lord Howard of Effingham, a man 
of courage and capacity, was admiral, and took on him 
the command of the navy: Drake, Hawkins, and Fro-
hillier, the m oft renowned feamen in Europe, fervcd 
under him. The principal fleet was fl:ationed at Ply-
mouth. A fmaller fquadron, confifiing of forty veffels, 
Engliili and Flemifh~ was commanded by lord Seymour, 
fecond fon of proteCtor Somerfet; and lay off Dun-
kirk, in order to intercept the duke of Parma .. 

THE land forces of England, compared to thofe of 
Spain, poffeffed contrary qualities to its naval power : 
They were more numerous than the enemy, but much 
inferior in difcipline, reputation, and. experience. An 
army of twenty thoufand men was difpofed in different 
bodies along the fouth coafi; and orders were given them, 
if they could not prevent the landing of the Spaniards, 
to retire backwards, to wafte the country around, and 
to wait for reinforcement from the neighbouring counties, 
before they approached the enemy. A body of twenty
two thoufand foot, and a thouf~nd horfe, under the 
command of the earl of Leicefier, was fl:ationed at 
Tilbury, in order to defend the capital. The principal 
army confified of thirty-four thoufand foot, and two 
thoufand horfe, and was commanded by lord Hunfdon. 
Thefc forces were re[ervcd for guarding the queen's per
fon ; and were appointed to march whithcrfoever the ene
my fhould appear. The fate of England, if all the 
Spanilh armies £hould be ~blc to land, fcemed to depend 

t Li\·es of the Admirals, VQJ, i. P• 4SJ• 

1 on 
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. c H A P. on the iffue of a fingle battle; and men of ref1etl:ion 
~entertained the moft difmal apprehenfions, whe·n they 

15&8. confidcred the force of fifty thoufand veteran Spaniards, 
commanJed by experienced officers, under the duke of 
Parma, the mc.ft confummate general of the age; and 
compared this formidable armament with the military 
power, which England, not enervated by peace, but 

long di[ufcd to war, could mu.fter up againfr it. 

The chief fupport of the kingdom feemed to confi!l: 
in the vigour and prudence of the queen's conduct; who, 

undifmayed by the prefent dangers, iffued all her orders 
with tranquillity, animated her people to a fieady refifr. 
ance, and employed every refource, which either her 
domefiic fituativn or her foreign alliances could afford 
her. She fent Sir Robert Sydney into Scotland; and ex· 
hortcd the king to remain attached to her, and to confider 
the danger, which at prefent menaced his fovereignty no 
lefs than her own, from the ambition of the Spanifh 
tyrant t: The ambaffador found J ames well difpofed to 
cultivate a union with England, and that prince ev~n 
kept bimfelf prepared to ma.rch with the force of his 

whole kingdom to the affifrance of Elizabeth. Her au· 
thority with the king of Denmark, and the tie of their 

common religion, engaged this monarch, upon her ap· 
plication, to feize a fquadron of lhips, which Philip had 
bought or hired in the Danilh harbours 1l: The Hanfe 
Towns, though not at that time on good terms with 
Elizabeth, were indu~ed, by the fame motives, to retard 
fo long the equipment of fome veffels in their port's, 
that they became ufelefs to the purpofe of invading Eng
land. All the protefiants throughout Europe.regarded 
this enterprize as the critical event, which was to decide 

t She made him fome promifes which fhe never fulfilled, to give him a 

oukc:dom in England, with fuitable lands and revenue, to fettle 5000 I. a• 

year on Hm, and pay him a guard, for the tafety of his perfon, From a MS, 

of lord Roy!ton's. u Strype, vol. iii, p. 5~4. 

for 
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for ever the fate of their religion; and though unable, c H A P. 
c XLJI. by reafon of their difiance, to join their force to that Ot "--y---1 

Elizabeth, they kept their eyes fixed on her conduct and ~~ss. 
fortune, and beheld with anxiety, mixed with admira-
tion, the intrepid countenance, with which .!he encoun-
tered that dreadful tempe:Cr, which was every moment 
advancing towards her. 

THE queen alfo was fenfible, that, next to the gene
ral popularity, which :lhe enjoyed, and the confidence, 
which her fubjeB:s repofed in her prudent government, 
the firmefi fupport of her throne confified in the grneral 
zeal of the people for the prote:fiant religion, and the 
ftrong prejudices which they had imbibed againfi popery. 
She took care, on the prefent occafion, to revive in the 
nation this attachment to their own feet, and this abhor
rence of the oppofite. The Englifh were reminded of 
their former danger from the tyranny of Spain: All the 
barbarities, exercifed by Mary againfi: the protefian ts, 
were afcribed to the counfels of t?at bigotted and impe
rious nation : The bloody maffacres in the Indies, the 
unrelenting executions in the Low Countries, the hor
rid cruelties and iniquities of the inquifition, were fet 
before men's eyes: A lifi: and defcription was publiihed, 
and piB:ures difperfed, of the feveral in:fhuments of tor
ture, with which, it was pretended, the S ~nnifh Armada 
was loaded : And every artifice, as well as reafon, was 
employed, to animate the people to a vigorous defence 
of their religion, their laws, and the ir liberties. 

BuT while the queen, in this critical emergence, 
rouzed the animofity of the nation againfi: popery, lhe 
treated the partizans of that fetl: with moderation, and 
gave not way to an undiftingui1hing fury againfi: them. 
Though the knew, that Sixtus Qyintus, the prefent 
pope, famous for his capacity :md his tyranny, had ful
minated a new bull of excoU'!munication againfl: her, 

VoL. V. . Z had 
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C H A P. had depofed her, had abfolved her fubjetl:s from their 

~oaths of allegiance, had publiilied a crufade againft 

J5S8. England, and had granted plenary indulgences to 

every one engaged in the prefent invafion; fhe would 

not be'ieve, that all her catholic fubjeCl:s could be fo 

blinded, as to facrifice to bigotry their duty to their 

fovere:gn, and the liberty and independence of their 

native country. She rejected all violent counfels, by 

which 1he was urged to feek pretences for difpatching the 

leaders of that party : She would not even confine any 

confiderable numbe'r of them: And the catholics, fenfible 

of this good ufage, generally expreffed great zeal for the 

public fervice. Some gentlemen of that feet, confcious 

that they could not j ufil y expetl: any trufl: or authority, 

entered themfelves as volunteers in the fleet or army w: 

Some equipped 1hips at their own charge, and gave the 

command of them to protefiants: Others were active in 

animating their tenants, and vaffals, and neighbours, to 

the defence of their country: And every rank of men, 

burying for the prefent all party difiinClions, fecmed to 

prepare themfelves, with order as well as vigour, to refill: 

the violence of thefe invaders. 

THE more to excite the martial fpirit of the nation, 

the queen appeared on horfeback in the camp at Tilbury; 
and riding through the lines, difcovered a chearful and 

animated countenance, exhorted the foldiers to remember 

their duty to their country and their religion, and pro· 
feffed her intention, though a woman, to lead them her

felf into the field againft the enemy, and rather to perifh 

in battle than furvive the ruin and flavery of her peoplex. 

By this fpirited behaviour lhe revived the tendernefs and 

admiration of the foldiery: An attachment to her perfon 

became a kind of enthufiafm among them: And they 

afked one another, Whether it were poffible, that Eng-

w Stowe, p. 747• x See note [BB] at the end of the volume. 
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iilhmcn could abandon this glorious caufe, could difplayC H A P. 
. XLII. lefs fortitude than appeared In the female fex, or could·~ 

ever, by any dangers, be induced to relinquifl1 the de- 1s8S. 
fence of their heroic princefs ? 

THE Spanifh Armada was ready in the beginning of 
May; but the moment it was preparing to fail, the mar
quefs of Santa Croce, the admiral, was feized with a 
fever, of which he foon after died. The vice-admiral, 
the duke of Paliano, by a frrange concurrence of acci
dents, at the very fame time, fuffered the fame fate; 
and the king appointed for admiral the duke of Medina 
Sidonia, a nobleman of great family, but unexpe
rienced in action, and entirely unacquainted with fea 
affairs. Alcarede was appointed vice-admiral. This 
misfortune, befides the lofs of fo great an officer as Santa 
Croce, retarded the failing of the Armada, and gave the 
Englilh more time for their preparations to oppofe them. 
At lafr, the Spanifh fleet, full of hopes and alacrity, fet 
fail from Li!bon; but next day met with a violentzgthM<1y, 
tempeft, which fcattered the ihips, funk fome of the 
fmallefr, and forced the reil to take lhelter in the Groine, 
where they waited till they could be refitted. When news 
of this event was carried to England, the queen con-
cluded, that the defign of an invafion was difappointed 
for this fummer; and being always ready to lay hold on 
every pretence for faving money, lhe made Walling-
ham,. write to the admiral, directing him to lay up fome 
of the larger ihips, and to difcharge the feamen: But 
lord Effingham, who was not fo fanguine in his hopes, 
ufed the freedom to difobey thefe orders; and he begged 
leave to retain all the !hips in fervice; though it 
fhould be at his own expence r. He took advantage of a 
north wind, and failed towards the coalt of Spain, with 
~n intention of attacking the enemy in their harbours; 

Y Camden, p. 545• 
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c H A P. but the wind changing to the fouth, he became appre
~ henfive, left they might have fet fail, and by paffing 

1588. him at fea, invade England, now expofed by the abfence 

of the fleet. He returned, therefore, with the utmoft 

expedition to Plymouth, and lay at anchor in that harbour. 

MEANWHILE, aU the damages of the Armada were 

repaired; and the Spaniards with freih. hopes fet out 

again to fea, in profecution of their enterprize. The 

fleet confifted of a hundred and thirty veffels, of which 

near a hundred were galleons, and were of greater fize 
than any ever before ufed in Europe. It carried on board 

nineteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five foldiers, 

eight thoufand four hundred and fifty-fix mariners, two 
thoufand and eighty-eight galley-flaves, and two thou

fand fix hundred and thirty great pieces of brafs ord

nance. It was viCl:ualled for fix months ; and was 

attended by twenty leffer fhips, called caravals, and ten 

falves with fix oars apiecea. 

THE plan formed by the king of Spain was, that the 

Armada fhould fail to the coaft oppofite to Dunkirk and 

Newport; and having chafed away all Englifh or Flemilh 
veffels, which might obftrutl the paffage, (for it was 

never fuppofed they could make oppofition) 1hould join 

themfelves with the duke of Parma, lhould thence make 

fail to the Thames, and having landed the whole Spa

nilh army, thus complete at one blow the entire conquefl: 

of England. In profecution of this fcheme, Philip gave 

orders to the duke of Medina, that, in paffing along the 

channel, he fuould fail as near the coaft of France as he 

could with fafety; that he fhould by this policy avoid 

meeting with the Engliih. fleet; and keeping in view 
the main enterprize, !hould negletl all fmaller fuccdfes, 

which might prove an obfiacle, or even interpofe a delay, 
to the acquifition of a kingdom b. After the Armada 

a Strype, vol. ii!. AJ pend. p. ~u. b Monfon, P• 157• 
was 
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was under fail, they took a fi!herman, who informed c H A P. 

them, that the Engli!h admiral had been latdy at fea, ~ 
had heard of the tempe!l: which fcattered the Armada, 1588. 

had retired back into Plymouth, and no longer expecting 
an invafion this feafon, had laid up his !hips, and dif-
charged rno!l: of the feamen. From this falfe intelli-
gence the duke of Medina conceived the great facility of 
attacking and dcfiroying the Englilh £hips in harbour; 
and he was tempted, by the profpeCl: of fo dccilive an 
advantage, to break his orders, and make fail directly for 
Plymouth: A rcfolution which proved the fafety of Eng-
land. The Lizard was the fidl: land made by the Ar- 19th July. 

mada, about fun-fet; and as the Spaniards took it for the ~he ~rm~~ 
oa artJVfS 1n 

Ram-head near Plymouth, they bore out to fea with an the Ghan-

intention of returning next day, and attacking the Eng- ne!. 

lilh navy. 1'hey were defcried by Fleming a Scottiili 
pirate, who was roving in thofe feas, and who immedi-
ately fet fail, to inform the Engli!h admiral of their 
approach c: Another fortunate event, which contributed 
extremely to the fafety of the fleet. Effingham ha.d j u!l: 
time to get out of port, when he faw the Spanilh 
Armada coming full fail towards him, difpofed in the 
form of a crefcent, and :fl:retching the difl:ance of feven 
miles from the extremity of one divifion to that of the 
other. 

The writers of that age raife their fiile by a pompous 
defcription of this fpectacle; the mofr magnificent that 
had ever appeared upon the ocean, infufing equal terror 
and admiration into the minds of all beholders. The 
lofty mails, the [welling fails, and the towering prows 
of the Spanifh galleons, feem impoffible to be ju!Hy 
painted, but by affuming the colours of poetry; and an 
eloquent hifl:orian of Italy, in imitation of Camden, has 
afferted, that the Armada, though the fuips bore every 

c: Monfon, p. 158• 
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c H A 'P. fail, yet advanced with a flow motion; as if the ocean 
XL TI. d . h r . d 1 . d . cl . ~ groane wtt 1upport1Dg, an t 1e wm s were tue With 

•s8S, impelling, fo enormous a weightd. The truth, how
ever, is, that the largeft of the Spanifh veifels would 
fcarcely pafs for third rates in the prefent navy of Eng
land ; yet were they fo ill framed, or fo ill governed, 
that they were quite unwieldy, and could not fail upon 

a wind, nor tack on occafion, nor be managed in 

:fiormy weather by the feamen. Neither the mechanics 

of £hip-building, nor the experience of mariners, had 
attained fo great perfection as could ferve for the fecurity 
and government of fuch bulky veffels; and the Englifh, 

who had already had experience how unferviceable they 

commonly were, beheld without difmay their tremendous 

appearance. 

EFFINGHAM gave orders not to come to clofe fight 
with the Spaniards; where the fize of the fhips, he fuf

peCl:ed, and the numbers of the foldiers, would be a 

difadvantage to the Englilh; but to cannonade them at 

a difiance, and to wait the opportunity, which winds, 
currents, or various accidents muft afford him, of inter
cepting fome fcattered veffels of the enemy. Nor was i~ 

long before the event anfwered expectation. A great 
fhip of Bifcay, on board of which was a confiderable 

part of the Spani!h money, took fire by accident; and 

while all ' hands wc,re ~ employed in extinguifhing the 
flames, fhe fell behind the rcfr of the Armada: The 

great galleon of Andatuzia was detained by the fpring
ing of ~er mafl: : And both thefe vdTels were taken, 
after fome 'refifiance, by Sir Francis Drake. As the 

Armada adva.nced up the channel, the Englifh hung upon 
its rear, and fl:ill infefted it with ikirmilhes. Each trial 

~bated the confidence of the Spaniards, and added cou· 

~~ee to the Englifh ; and the latter foon found, that 

~ BentivogHo, part ii, ~ib. 4• 
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even in clofe fight the fize of the Spani{h £hips \Vas no c H A P. 

1 'l,h . b 1 cl h XLII. advantage to t 1em. en· u le expofe them t e more ---..,--J 
to the fire of the enemy; while their cannon, placed too 1588. 

high, !hot over the heads of the Englilh. ,.fhe alarm 

having now reached the coafl: of England, the nobility 
and gentry hafl:ened out with their velfels from every har-

bour, and reinforced the admiral. The earls of Oxford, 

Northumberland, and Cumberbnd, Sir Thomas Cecil, 
Sir R obert Cecil, Sir \V alter Raleigh, Sir Thomas Va-

vafor, Sir Thomas Gerrard, Sir Charles Blount, with 

many others, difringuifhed themfelves by this generous 
and difinterefied fervicc of their country. The Englilh 
fleet, after the conj uncrion of thofe fhips, amounted to a 
hundred and forty fail. . 

THE Armada had now reached Calais, and cafl: an
chor before that place; in expectation,· that the duke 

of Parma, who had gotten_i~telligen..ce of their approach, 
would put to fea, and join his forces to them. The 
Englifh admiral praB:ifed here a fuccefsful fl:ratagem 
upon the Spaniards. He took eight of his fmaller {hips, 
and filling them with ail combufl:ible materials, fent 
them, one after another, into the midfl: of the enemy. 

The Spaniards fancied, that they were firefhips of the 
fame contrivance with a famous veffel, which ' had lately 

done fo much execution in the Schdde near' Antwerp; • 
and they immediately cut their cables, and took to flight 
with the grc:.tcfl: diforder and precipitation. The Eng

lifh fell upon them next morning, while in conf'ufion ; 
and befides doing great damage to other !hips, they took 
<>r defi-royed about twelve of the enemy. 

BY this time, .it was become apparent, that the inten
tion, for which thefe preparations were made by the 
Spaniards, was entirely frufirated. The velfe1s, pro
vided by the duke of Parma, were made for tranfporting 

foldicrs, not for fighting; and that general, when urged 

Z 4 to 
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c H A P. to leave the harbour, pofitively refufed to expofe his 
~ flourifhing army to fuch apparent hazard; while the 

15So. Engli!h, not only were able to keep the fea, but feemed 

even to triumph over their enemy. The Spani!h admiral 

found, in many rencountcrs, that, while he lofi fo con-. 

fiderable a part of his own navy, he had defl:royed only 

one fmall ve:ffel of the Englifh ; and he forefaw, that 

by continuing fo unequal a combat, he mufl: draw ine

vitable defl:rutl:ion on all the remainder. He prepared 

therefore to return homewards; but as the wind was 

contrary to his paffage through the channel, he refolved 

to fail northwards, and making the tour of the ifland 

reach the Spanifh harbours by the ocean. The Englifh 

.fleet followed him during fo1ne time; and had not their 

ammunition fallen fhort, by the negligence of the offices 

in fupplying them, they had obliged the whole Ar

mada to furrcnder at difcretion. The duke of Medina 

bad once taken that refolution; but was diverted from 

it by the advice of his confeffor. This conclufion of 

the enterprize \Vould have been more glorious to the 

Englilh; but the event proved almofi: equally fatal to the 

pefeated. Spaniards. A violent tempefi: overtook the Armada after it 

paffed the Orkneys: The fhips had already 1ofl: their an

chors, and were obliged to keep to fea : The mariners, 

unaccu:fl:omed to fuch hardfhips, and not able to govern 

fudi unwieldly veffels, yielded to the fury of the fl:orm, and 

allowed their fhips to drive either on the wefrern ifles of 

Scotland, or on the coafi: of Ireland, where they were 

miferably wrecked. Not a half of the navy returned to 

Spain; and the fca:nen, as well as foldiers, who remain

ed, were fo overcome with hardfhips and fatigue, and fo 

difpirited by ~cir difcornfiture, that they filled all Spain 

with accounts of the defperate valour of the Englifh, 

and of rhc tcmpefl:uous violence of that ocean whicp 

furroqnds tGem~ 

~ Suca 
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SucH was the miferable and diihonourable conclufion c H A P. 

f . h" h h d b . fi h X!.Il, o an enterpnze w 1c a een prepanng or t ree '----..,,.........J 

years, which had exhaufied the revenue and force of 158&. 

Spain, and which had long filled all Europe with anxiety 
or expeB:ation. Philip, who was a flave to his ambition, 
but had an entire command over his countenance, no 
f..Joner heard of the mortifying event, which blafl:ed all 
his hopes, than he fell on his knees, and rendering thanks 
for that gracious difpenfation of Providence, expreffed his 
joy, that the calamity was not greater. The Spanifh. 
priefis, who had· fo ~ften bleft this holy crufade, and fore-
told its infallible fuccefs, were fomewhat at a lofs to 
account for the victory gained over the catholic monarch 
by excommunicated heretics and an execrable ufurper: 
But they at laft difcovered, that all the calamities of the 
Spaniards had proceeded from their allowing the infidel 
Moors to live among them e. 

SooN after the defeat and difperfion of the Spanifh Ar- 1589. 
4th felt. mada, the queen fummoned a new parliament; and receiv-

ed from them a fupply of two fubfidies and four fifteenths 
payable in four years. This is the firft infl-ance that fub-
fidies were doubled in one fupply; and fo unufual a 
conceffion was probably obtained from the joy of the pre-
fent fucccfs, and from the general fenfe of the queen's 
neceffities. Some members objected to this heavy charge, 
on account of the great burthen of loans, which had 
lately been impofed upon the nation r. 

ELIZABETH forcfaw, that this houfe of commons, like A parlia

all the foregoing, would be governed by the puritans; rrent. 

and therefore, to obviate their cnterprizes, fue renewed, 
at the beginning of the feffion, her ufual injunction, that 
the parliament fhould not, on any account, prefume to 

e See note (CC] at the end of the volume. 
the end of the volume, 

f See note [DD] at 

treat 
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c H A P. treat of matters ecclefiafl:ical. N otwithfianding this 
~~ firiB: inhibition, the zeal of one Damport moved him to 

J_sSg. prefent a bill to the commons for remedying fpiritual 

grievances, and for refiraining the tyranny of the ecclefi
afitcal commiffion, which were certain! y great: But when 
Mr. Secretary W oley reminded the houfe of her majefiy'; 

commands, no one dudl: fecond the motion; the bill was 

not fo much as read ; and the fpeaker returned it to Dam

port, without taking the leafi notice of its. Some mem

bers of the houfe, notwithfianding the general fubmif

fion, were even committed to cufiody on account of this 

attempt h. 

The imperious conduct o( Elizabeth appeared frill 

more clearly in another parliamentary tranfatl:ion. The 

right of purveyance was an ancient prerogative, by 
which the officers of the crown could at pleafure take 

provifions for the houfehold from all the neighbouring 

counties, and could make uie of the carts and carriages 

of the farmers; and the price of thefe commodities and 

fervices was fixed and fiated. The payment of the mo

ney was often diftant and uncertain; and the rates, being 

fixed before the difcovery of the Weft-Indies, were 

much inferior to the prefent market price; fo that pur

veyance, befides the flavery of it, was always regard

ed as a great burthen, and being arbitrary and cafulil, 

was liable to great abufes. We may fairly prefume, thr.t 

the hungry courtiers ·of Elizabeth, fupported by her 

unlimited power, would be fure to r~nder this preroga

tive very oppreffive to the people; and the commons had, 

lafr feffion, found it nece:ffary to pafs a bill for regu

lating thefe exaB.ions : But the bill was lofi: in the houfe 
of peers i. The continuance of the abufes berrat' a new 

b 

attempt for redrefs; and the fame bill was now revived 

again, and fent up to the houfe of peers, together with a 

g D'Ewes, p. 4 )8, 
vol. i. P• soo, 

h Strype's Life of Whitgift, P• zSo, Neal, 
i D'Ewes, P• 434• 

bill 
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bill for fome new regulations in the court of exchequer. c H A P. 

. d ffi f XLil, Soon after the commons receive a me age rom the '--v----1 
upper houfe, defiring them to appoint a committee for a 1589, 

~:onference, At this conference, the peers informed 
them, that the queen, by a meff.1ge, delivered by lord 
B urlcigh, had cxprdfed her difpleafure, that the com-

mons fiwuld prefume to touch on her prerogative. If there 
were any abufes, ilie faid, either in impofing purveyanc-e, 
or in the practice of the court of exchequer, her majcfi:y 

was both able and willing to provide due reformation; 
but would not permit the p~rliament to intermeddle in 
thefe matters k. The commons alarmed at this intelli-
gence, appointed another committee to attend the queen, 

and endeavour to fatisfy her of their humble and dutiful 
intentions. Elizabeth gave a gracious reception to the 
committee: She expreffed her great in1fimable loving care 
towards her loving fubjecls; which, the faid, was greater 
t han of her own felf, or even than auy of them could 
ltave of tocmidves. She told them, that fhe had already 
given orders for an enquiry into the abufes attending pur-
veyance, but the dangers of the Spanifh invafion h:ld 
retarded the progrefs of the defign ; that Ihe had as 

much fkill, will, and power to rule her houfehold as 
any fubjccts whatfoever to govern theirs, and needed as 
little the affifiance of her neighbours; that the exche-

quer was her chamber, confeq uently more near to her 
than even her houfehold, and therefore the lefs proper for 
them to intermeddle with; and that fhe would of her-
felf, with advice of her council and the judges, rcdrrf:o 
every grievance in thefe matters, but would not permit 
the commons, by Jaws moved without her privity, to 
pereave her of the honour attending thefe regulations 1• 

The iffue of this matter was the fame that attended all 
~ontefis between Elizabeth and her parliaments m. She 

D'Ewes, p. 440. 1 Ibid. p. 444· 
m Si ri~ta rji, ubi tu pu!Jas, ego vapfi/q tantum, ruven~ 

feems 
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c H A P. feems even to have been more imperious, in this particular, 
XLII. 
~ than her predeceffors ; at leaft, her more remote ones : 

1589, For they often permitted the abufes of purveyance n to be 
redreffed by law 0 • Edward Ill. a very arbitrary prince, 
allowed ten feveral fl:atutes to be enaCled for that purpofe. 

IN fo great awe did the commons ftand of every cour
tier, as well as of the crown, that they dudl: ufe no free
dom of fpeech, which, they thought, would give the 
leaft offence to any of them. Sir Edward Hobby fhewed 
in the houfe his extreme grief, that, by fome great per
fonage, not a member of the houfe, he had been fharply 
rebuked for fpceches delivered in parliament: He craved 

the favour of the houfe, and defired that fome of the 
members might inform that great perfonage of his true 
meaning and intention in thefe fpeeches P., The com
mons, to obviate thefe inconveniencies, paffed a vote, 
that no one fhould reveal the fecrets of the houfe q• 

THE difcomfiture of the Armada had begotten in the 
n'ltion a kind of enthufiaftic paffion for enterprizes againfl: 
Spain; and nothing feemed now impoffible to be atchiev· 
ed by the valour and fortune of the Englilh. Don An
tonic, prior of Crato, a natural fon of the royal family 
of Portugal, trufiing to the averfion of his countrymen 
againft the Caftilians, had advanced a claim to the 
crown; and" flying firft to France, thence to England, 
had been encouraged both by Henry and Elizabeth in his 

Expedition pretenfions. A defign was formed by the people, not 
againll: Por- the court, of England to conquer the kingdom for Don 
tugal, Antonio: Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Norris were 

the leaders in this romantic enterprize: Near twenty 

n See note [EE) at the end of the volume. o See the llatutes under 
this head of purveyance. P D'Ewcs, p. 432, 433• 

q An all was paOed this feffion, enforcing the former ftatute, which im
pofed twenty pounds a month on every one a bfent from public worihip: But 
the penalty was refiriCled to two thirds of the income of the recufant. 
2~ Eliz, cap, 6, 

thoufand 
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thoufand volunteers r enlifted themfelves in the fervice: c H A P. . h" d 11 "d d h XLII. And £h1ps were Ire , as we as arms prov1 e , at t e "-v--J 
charge of the adventurers. The q ueen's frugality kept xs8g. 
her from contributing more than fixty thoufand pounds 
to the expence ; and file only allowed fix of her !hips of 
war to attend the expeditions, There was more fpirit 
and bravery, than forefight or prudence, in the conduCl: 
of this enterprize. The fmall frock of the adventurers 
did not enable them to buy either provifions or ammuni-
tion fufficient for fuch an undertaking: T·hey even want-
ed veffels to frow the numerous volunteers, who crowded 
to them ; and they were obliged to feize by force fome 
fuips of the Hanfe Towns, which they met with at fea: 
An expedient, which fet them fomewhat more at eafe in 
point of room for their men, but remedied not the defi
ciency of their provifions t, Had they failed directly to 
Portugal, it is believed, that the good will of the people, 
joined to the defencelefs frate of the country, might have 
enfured them of fuccefs: But hearing, that great prepa
rations were making at the Groine, for the invafion of 
England, they were induced to go thither, and defrroy 
this new armament of Spain. They broke into the har
bour; burned fome £hips of war, particularly one com
manded by Recalde, vice-admiral of Spain; they defeated 
an army of four or five thoufand men, which was af
fembled to oppofe them; they affaulted the Groine, and 
took the lower town, which they pillaged ; and they 
would have taken the higher, though well fortified, had 
they not found their ammunition and provifions begin
ning to fail them, The young earl of Effex, a noble
man of promifing hopes, who, fired with the thirfr of 

r Birch's MemC>irs of queen Elizabeth, vol. i. p. 61; Monfon, p. 2.67, 
fa}s, that there W('re only fourteen thoufand foldier s dlHl four thoufand [ea
men in the whole on this er.pedition : But the account cont:tined in D~, 
l:irch, is given by one of the molt confiderable of the adventurers. 

11 Monfon, p. 1.67, t Ibid. p. 159• 

m:Iitary 
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c H A P. military honour, had fe cretly, unknown to the queen, 
X l. II . E I d h . . d h d '---y---) ftolen from ng an , ere JOine t e a venturers; and 

15S9. it was then agreed by common confent to make fail fQr 

Portugal, the main object of their enterprize. 

THE Englifu landed at Paniche, a fea-port town, 

t w·elve leagues from Li!bon; and Norris led the army to 

that capital, while Drake undertook to fail up the river, 

and attack the city with united forces. By this time the 

court of Spain had gotten leifure to prepare againfi: the 

invafion. Forces were thrown into Li!bon: The Portu

g uefe were difarmed: All fufpetl:ed perfons were taken 

into cuftody: And thus, though the inhabitants bore 

great affection to Don Antonio, none of them durfi: de

clare in favour of the invaders. The Englifh army, 

however, made themfelves mafters of the fuburbs, which 

abounded with riches of all kinds; but as they defired 

to conciliate the affeCl:ions of the Portuguefe, and were 

more intent on honour than profit, they obferved a fhia 
difcipline, and abfiained from all plunder. l\tieanwhile, 

they found their ammunition and provifions much cx
haufted ; they had not a fingle cannon to make a breach 

in the walls; the admiral had not been able to pafs fome 

fortreffes, which guarded the river; there was no ap

pearance of an infurreCl:ion in their favour; ficknefs, 

from fatigue, hunger, and intemperance in wine and 

fruits, had feized the army: So that it was found ne

cefEry to make all poffible hafi:e to reimbark. They 

were not purfued by the enemy; and finding, at the 

mouth of the river, fixty fhips laden with naval ftores, 

they feized them as lawful prize; though they belonged 

to the Hanfe Towns, a neutral power. They failed 

thence to Vigo, which they took and burned; and hav· 

ing ravaged the country around, they fet fail and arrived 

in England. Above half of thefe gallant adventurers 
perifued by ficknefs, famine, fatigue, and the fword u; 

tt Birch's Memoirs, vol. i. P• 61 . 
and 



ELIZABETH, 351 
and Eno-land reaped more honour than profit from this c H A P. 

0 • I . d h XLII. extraordinary enterpnze. t IS compute , t at eleven '-..,,....--J 
hundred gentlemen embarked on board the fleet, and that 15£9. 
only three hundred and fifty furvived tho(e multiplied 
difafters x. 

WHEN thefe !hips were on their voyage homewards, 
they met with the earl of Cumber1and, who was out
ward bound, with a fleet of feven fail, all equipped at 
his own charge, except one !hip of war, which the queen 
had lent him. That nobleman fupplied Sir Francis 
Drake with fome provifions; a generofity which faved 
the lives of many of Drake's men, but for which the 
others afterwards fuffered feverely. Cumberland failed 
towards the Terceras, and took feveral prizes from the 
enemy; but the richeft, valued at a hundred thoufand 
pounds, peri!hed in her return, with all her cargo, near 
St. Michael's Mount in Cornwal. Many of thefe ad
venturers were killed in a raih attempt at the Terceras: 
A great mortality feized the refi: And it was with diffi
culty that the few hands, which remained, were able to 
freer the !hips back into harbour r. 

THoUGH the fignal advantages, gained over the Span- At!airs of 
iards, and the fpirit thence infu.fed into the Engliih, Scotland. 
gave Elizabeth great fecurity during the refi of her reign, 
fhe could not forbear keeping an anxious eye on Scot-
land, whofe fituation rendered its revolutions always of. 
importance to her. It might have been expetl:ed, that 
this high-fpiritcd princefs, who knew fo well to brave 
danger, would not have retained that malignant jealoufy 
towards her heir, with which, during the life-time of 
Mary, !he had been fo much agitated. James had in-
deed fucceeded to all the claims of his mother; but he 
had not fucceeded to the favour of the Catholics, which 

l: Birch's Memoirs, vel. i, p. 61. Y Monfon, p. 161. 

3 could 
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c H A P. could alone render thefe claims dangerous z : And as the 
XLII. 11 d d . d . d ~ queen was now we a vance m years, an enjoye an 

1589. uncontrouled authority over her fubjeth, it was not 
likely, that the king of Scots, who was of an indolent 

unambitious temper, would ever give her any difi:urb· 

ance in her poffeffion of the throne. Yet all thefe cir

cumfiances could not remove her timorous fufpicions: 

And fo far from fatisfying the nation by a fettlement of 
the fucceffion, or a declaration of J ames's title, ihe was 

as anxious to prevent every incident, which might any

wife raife his credit, or procure him the regard of the 

Engli!h, as if he had been her immediate rival and com

petitor. Moft of his minifiers and favourites were her 

penfioners; and as the was defirous to hinder him from 
marrying and having children, £he obliged them to throw 

obfiaclcs in the way of every alliance, even the rnoft 

reafonable, which could be offered him; and during 

fome years, fhe fucceeded in this malignant policy a. He 
had fixed on the elder daughter of the king of Denmark, 

who, being a remote prince and not powerful, could 

give her no umbrage; yet did fue fo artfully crofs this 

11egociation, that the Dani!h monarch, impatient of 
delay, married his daughter to the duke of Brunfwick. 

James then renewed his fuit to the younger princefs; 

and frill found obftacles from the intrigues of Elizabeth, 

who, merely with a view of interpofing delay, propofed 

to him the fifter of the king of N avarre, a princefs much 
older than himfelf, and entirely defiitute of fortune. 

The young king, befides the defire of fecuring himfelf, 

by the profpeCt of iffue, from thofe traiterous attempts, 

too frequent among his fubjeB:s, had been fo watched 

by the rigid auftcrity of the ecclefiafiics, that he had 
another inducement to marry, which is n fo ufual with 

monarchs. His impatience therefore broke through all 

:z; Winwood, vol. i. p. 4'• a Melvil, p. 166. 177• 

the 
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the politics of Elizabeth : The articles of marriage were c fLfr. P. 
fettled : T'he ceremony was performed by proxy: And '--y--) 

the princefs embarked for Scotland; but was dri\'en by 1583. 

a frorm into a port of Norway. This tempefr, and 
fome others, which happened near the fame time, were 
univerfally believed in Scotland and Denmark to have 
proceeded from a combination of the Scotti!h and Danilh 

witches; and the dying confeffion of the criminals was 
fuppofed to put the accufation beyond all controverfy b. 

James, however, though ·a great believer in forcery, was 
not deterred by this incident from taking a voyage, in 
order to conduct h·is bride home: He arrived In Norway;. 
carried the queen thence to Copenhagen; and' having 
paffed the winter in that city, he brought her next fpring 
to Scotland, where they were joyfully received by the 
people. The clergy alone, who never negleaed an op-
portunity of vexing their prince, made oppoG:ion to the 
queen's coronation, on account of the ceremony of ::!r.~int-
ing her, which, they alledged, was either a Jewifh or a 
popifh rite; an~ therefore utterly antichrifiian and un-
lawful. Hut James was as .much bent on the ceremony, 
·as tbey wer~ averfe to it; and after much controverfy and 
many intrigues, his authority, which had not often hap-
pened, at lafr prevailed over their oppofi\ion c. 

c Spotfwoo , p. 381. 

Vot.. V. A a 
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C l-1 A P. XLIII. 

·F-rench aiJairs-Jviurder of the duke of Guife~ 

111ttrdcr of llenry III.--Progrefs of l-lenry IV. 

--lV?'.tval enterpri':""S againft Spain--A Par

liament---Henry IV. embraces the catholic reli

gion--Scotch affairs--Naval enterprizes

£1 parliament--- Peace of Vervins--'Ihe ear! 

of E.ffix. 

c H A !>, AFTER a !late of great anxiety and many difficul

~ tics, Elizabeth had at length reached a fituation, 

1_9o. \vhere, thou;h her afrairs frill required attention, and 
found employment for her atl:ive fpirit, {he was removed 

from all danger of any immediate revolution, and might 

regard the tflorts of her enemies with fame degree of 
confl.dcncc and fccurity. Her fuccefsful and prudent 
admini!lration had gained her, together with the admira
tion of foreigners, the affections of her ovvn fubjeB:s; 
and after the death of the queen of Scots, even the 
catbolics, however difcontented, pretended not to dif .. 

pu:e her tide, or adhere to any other peltfon as her 
competitor. James, curbed by his fa ious nobility and 

ccclcfia!l:ics, poffeffcd at home very little authority; and 
was folicitous to remain on good terms with Elizabeth 
and the Englifu nation, in hopes that time, . .aided by his 

patient tranquillity, would fecure him that rich fucceffion, 
to which his b!rth entitled him. 1"'he Hollanders, though 

ovcnnatched in their contefr with Spain, frill made an 
obfi:inate rcfifl:ance; and fuch was their unconquerable 
antipathy to their old mafiers, and fuch the prudent con· 

duet of young l\1aurice, their aovernor that the fubduing 
0 

' of 
6 
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of that fmall territory, if at all poffible, mull be the work c H A P. 

XLJH. of years, and the refult of many and great fucceffcs. "---v----1 
Phi lip, who, in his powerful effort againft England, had 159o. 

been tranfported by refentment and ambition beyond his 
ufual cautious maxims, was now difabled, and llill mGl{e 
difcouraged, from adventuring ag:1in on fuch hazardo.us 

. enterprizes. The fituation alfo of affairs in France be
gan chiefly to employ his attention; but notwithfianding 
all his artifice, and force, and expence, the events in that 
kingdom proved every day more contrary to his expecta
tions, and more favourable to the friends and confederates 
of England. 

THE violence of the league having confirained Henry French 

to declare war againfi: the Hugonots, thefe rcligioniHs affaas. 

feemed expofed to the utmofi: danger; and Elizabeth, 
fenfible of the intimate connect:on between her own in
terefi:s and thofe of that party, had fupported the king of 
Navarre by her negociations in Germany, and by large 
fums of money, which ihe remitted for levying forces in 
that country. This great prince, not difcouraged by the 
fuperiority of his enemies, took the field ; and in the year 
I s87 gained at Coutras, a complete victory over the 
army of the French king; but as .his allies, the Germans, 
were at the fame time difcomfited by the army of the 
league, under the duke of Guife, his fituation, not
withfhnding his victory, feemed frill as dcfperate as e\:cr. 
The chief advantage, which he reaped by this divcrfity 
of fuccefs, arofe from the diifentions, which, by that 
means, took place among his enemies. The inhabitants 
of Paris, intoxicated with admiration of Guife, and 
firongly prejudiced againfi their king, whofe intentions 
had become fufpicious to them, took to arms, and ob] iged 

Henry to fly for his fafety. That prince, diifembling his 
refentment, entered into a negociation with the league; 
and having conferred many high offices on Guife and his 

A a 2 partizans, 
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c H A P. partizans, fummoned an affemhly of the ftates at Blois, 
~llf. on pretence of finding expedients to fupport the in-

JS;;:-' tended war ag,ainfl: the Hugonots. The various fcenes 
of perfidy and cruelty, which had been exhibited in 
France, had j ufily begotten a mutual diffidence among 
all parties; yet Guife, trufiing more to the timidity than 
honour of tlJe king, ralhly put himfelf into the hands of 
that monarch, and expeCted, by the afcendant of his own 
genius, to make him fubmit to all his exorbitant preten
fions. Henry, though of an eafy difpofition, not fieady 

Murder of to his refolutions, or even to his promifes, wanted nei
the duke of ther courage nor capacity; and finding all his fubtilties 
Gulfe. ...., ...., 

eluded by the vigour of Guife, and even his throne 
expofed to the mofl: imminent danger, he embraced more 
violent counfels than were natural to him, and ordered 
that prince and his brother, the cardinal of Guife, to be 
alfaffinated in h!s palace. 

THIS cruel execution, which the neceffity of it alone 
could excufe, had nearly proved fatal to the author, and 
feemed at fi;ft to plunge him into greater dangers than 
thofe which he fought to avoid, by taking vengeance on 
his enemy. The partizans of the league were en flamed 
with the utmofl: rage againft him: The populace every 
where, particularly at Paris, renounced allegiance to 

him : The ecclefiaftics and the preachers filled all places 
with execrations againft his name: And the mofl: power
ful cities and moft opulent provinces appeared to combine 
in a refolution, either of renouncing monarchy, or of 
changing their monarch. Henry, finding !lender refources 
among his catholic fubjeCls, was conftrained to enter into 
a confederacy vvith tLe dugonots and the king of Na
varre: He enlificd large bodies of Swifs infantry and 
German cavalry: And being frill fupported by his chief 
nobility, he dfe~ble 'l , by all thefe means, an army of 
near forty thoufand men, and advanced to the gates of 

Paris, 
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aris, ready to crulh the league, and fubdue aJl his c H A .P. 

. Tl d {j r 1 . f d" XLII I. enemies. 1e e perate reJ.o ut10n o one man 1verted '--v---' 
the courfe of thefe great events. Jaques Clement, a Do- 1590. 

rninican fryar, inflamed by that bloody fpirit of bigotry, 
which diftinguilhes this century and a great part of· the 
following beyond all ages of the world, embraced the 
refolution of facrificing his own life, in order to fave the 
-church from the perfecutions of a heretical tyrant; and 
being admitted, under fome pretext, to the king's pre- Murder of 

. Henry the 
fence, he gave that pnnce a mortal wound, and was third. 

immediately put to death by the courtiers, who haftily 
revenged the murder of their fovereign. This memorable 
'ncident hap~ened on the firft of Auguft, 1589. 

THE king of Navarre, next heir to the crown, affumed 
the government, by the title of Henry IV.' but fuc
ceedcd to much greater difficulties than thofe which fur
rounded his predecefi'or. The prejudices, entertained 
againfr his religion, made a great part of the nobility 
immediately defert him; and it was only by his promife 
<>f hearkening to conferences and infiruCl:i9n, that he 
could engage any of the cathoiics to adhere to his un
doubted title. The league, governed by the duke of 
Mayenne, brother to Guife, gathered new force ; and 
the king of Spain entertained views, either of difmem
bering the French monarchy, or of annexing the whole 
to his own dominions. In thefe difirefsfui circumfiances, 

'Henry addreffed himfelf to Elizabeth, and found her 
well difpofed to contribute to his affifiance, and to op
pofe the progrefs of the catholic league, and of Phil i p 
her inveterate and dangerous enemies. To prevent the 
defertion of his Swifs and German auxiliaries, fhe made 
him a prefent of twenty-two thoufand pounds; a greater 
fum than, as he declared, he had ever feen before : And 
{ent him a reinforcement of four thcufand men, under 
lord Willoughby, an officer of reputation, who joined 

A a 3 th~ 
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c J..J A P. the French at Dieppe. Strengthened by thefe fupplies, 

~Henry marched direCl:ly to Paris; and having taken the 

15,o. fuburbs, fword in hand, he abandoned t Jem to be pil

laged by his foldiers. He employed th1s body of Englifu 

in many other enterprizes; and fl:ill found reafon to, 

praife their courage and fidelity. The time of their 

fervice being elapfed, he difmiffed them with many high 

commendatio~s. Sir William Drury, Sir Thomas Ba!ker

ville, and Sir J ohq Boroughs acquired reputation this· 

campaign, and revived in France the ancient fame of 
Englilh ~alour. 

Progrefs or THE army, which Henry next campaign led into the 
Henrv the field, was much inferior to that of the league; but as it 
iourt.h. 

was compofed of the chief nobility of France, he feared 

not to encounter his enemies in a pitched battle at Yvree, 
and he gained a complete victory over them. This fuc· 

cefs enabled him to blockade Paris, and he reduced that 

capital to the ]aft extremity of famine: When the duke 

of Parma, in confequence of orders from Philip, marched 

to the relief of the league, and obliged Henry to raife the 

blockade. Having performed this important fervice, he 
retreated to the Low Countries; and by his confummate 

!kill in the art of war, performed thefe long marches in 

the face of the enemy, without affording the French mo· 
.parch that opportunity which he fought, of giving him 

battle, or fo much as once putting his army in diforder. 

The only lofs, which he fufi:ained, was in the Low 
Countries; where prince Maurice took advantage of his 

abfence, and recovered fome places, which the duke of 
Parma had formerly conquered from the States d. 

1591· THE fituation of Henry's affairs, tho1;1gh promifing, 

was not fo well advanced or efiablilhed as to make the 
queen difcontinue her fuccours; and lhe was frill more 
confirmed in the refolution of fupporting him, by fome 

cl See note [FF] at the end of the volume. 
advantages 
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advantages gained by the king of Spain. The duke of c H A P. 

M f B . . f h r. XLIII. ercceur, governor o ntanny, a pnnce o t e hou1e of~ 
Lorraine, had declared for the league; and finding him- xss r. 
feU hard prelfed by Henry's forces, he had been obliged, 
in order to fecure hirnfelf, to introduce fome Spanifu 
troops into the fea-port towns of that province. Eliza-
beth was alarmed at the danger; and forefaw, that the 
Spaniards, befides infefting the Englifh commerce by 
pri\'ateers, might employ thefe harbours as the feat of 
their naval preparations, and might more eafily, from 
that vicinity, than from Spain or Portugal, projeB: an 
invafion of England. She concluded, therefore, a new 
treaty with Henry, in which 1he engaged to fend over 
three thoufand men, to be employed in the reduction of 
Britanny, and 1he fiipulated that her charges fhould, 
in a twelvemonth, or as foon as the enemy was expelled, 
be refunded her e. Thefe forces were commanded by 
Sir John Norris; and under him by his brother Henry, 
and by Anthony Shirley. Sir Roger Williams was 
at the head of a fmall body which garrifoncd D!eppe: 
And a fquadron of fuips, under the command of Sir 
Henry Palmer, lay upon the eo t!l: of France, and in
tercepted all the ve!fels belonging to the Spaniards or the 
leaguers. 

~rHE operations of war can very little be regulated be
forehand by any treaty or agreement; and Henry, who 
found it neceffary to lay afide the projeCted en terprize 
againft Britanny, perfuaded the Englifu commanders to 
join his army, and to take a fhare in the hofiilities, 
which he carried into Picardy f. Notwithfianding the 
difguft, which Elizabeth received from this difappoint
ment, he laid before her a plan for expelling the leaguers 
from Normandy, and perfuaded her to fend over a new 
body of four thoufand men, to affifi: him in that enter-

e Camden, p. 561, f Rymer, tom, xiv. p. u6. 
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c H A P. prize. The earl of Effex_ was appointed general of thefe 
~ for~es ; a young noble.man, who, by ~any extcr!or ac-

1591. comrlifhments, and fhll more real ment, was dally ad .. 
vancin; in favour vvith Elizabeth, and feemed to occupy 
that p1ace in her afleB:ions, which Lcicefter, now de
ceafed, had fo long enjoyed. Effex, impatient for mili· 
tary fame, was extremely uneafy to lie fame time at 
pieppe unemployed ; and had not the orders, which he 

received fro m his mifirefs, been fo pofitive, he would 
gladly have accepted of Henry's invitation, and have 

marched to join the French army now in Champagne. 
This plan of operations was alfo propofed to Elizabeth 
hy the French ambaffador; but fhe rejeB:ed it with great 
2:fp1eafurc; and fl.ue threatened immediately to recall her 
troops, if Henry fhould perfevere any longer in his prefent 
praB:ice, of breaking all concert with her, and attending 
to nothing but his own interefis g:. Urged by thefe mo
tives, the French king, at laft, led his army into Nor

mandy, and laid liege to Roi.ien, which he reduced to 
great diffi~ulties. But the league, unable of themfelves 
to take the field againfr him, had again recourfe to the 
~uke of Parma, who received orders to march to their re
lief. He executed this enterprize with his ufual abilities 
and fuccefs; and, for the prefent, fruftrated all the pro
jeB:s of Henry and Elizabeth. This princefs, who kep~ 
frill in view the interefts of her own kingdom in all her 
foreign tranfaB:ions, was impatient, under thefe difap· 
pointments, blamed Henry for his negligence in the exe· 
cution of treaties, and complained, that the Englifh forces 
were thruft foremofr in every hazardous enterprize b. It 
is probable, however, that their own ardent courage, and 
their defire of difiinguifhing themfelves in fo celebrated 
a theatre of war, were the caufes why they fo often enjoy .. 
~d this perilous honour. · 

g Birch's r\egociati?ns, p. S• Rymer, tom. xiv. p. 12.3. 140. 
Jl Camden, p. _s62. 
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NoTWITHSTANDING the indifferent fuccefs of formerC H A P'. 
. h .r r.bl h ffi . XLIIT. enterpnzes, t e queen was 1enn e ow nece ary It was '---..,--..J 

to fupport Henry againft the league and the Spaniards; I5-~Jl· 
and the formed a new treaty with him, in which they 
agreed never to make peace with Philip, but by common 
confent; foe promifed to fend him a new fupply of f9ur 
thoufand men ; and be fiipulated to repay her charges in 
a twelvemonth, to employ thefe forces, joined to a body 
of French trocps, in an expedition againft Britanny, and 
to-confign into her hands a fea-port town of that pro-
vince, for a retreat ~the Engliili i. Henry knew t e 
impoffibility of executing fome of thefe articles, and the 

imprudence of fulfilling others; but finding them rigidly 

infifred on by Elizabeth, he accepted of her fuccours, 
;md trufred that he might eafily, on fome pretence, be 

able to excufe .his failure in executing his part of the 
treaty. This campaign was the leafl: fuccefsful of all 
thofe which he had yet carried on againft the league. 

DuRING thefe military operations in France, Eliza- Nava! en

betl:i employed her naval power againft Philip, and en- ~;:~~i~es 
deavoureq to intercept his Weft-Indian treafures, the Spain. 

fource of that greatnefs, which rendered him fo formidable 
to all his neighbours. She fent a fquadron of feven.lhips, 
under the command of lord Thomas Howard, for this 
fervice; but the king of Spain, informed of her purpofe, 
fitted out a great force, of fifty-five fail, and difpatchcd 
them to efcort the Indian fleet. They fell in with the 
Englilh fquadron; and by the courageous obfrinacy of 
Sir Richard Grcenville, the vice-admiral, who refufed to 
make his efcape by Right, they took one veffeJ, the firft 
Englilh fhip of war that had yet fallen into the lunds 
of the Spaniards k. The reil: of the fquadron returned 
fafe1y into England; fruftrated of their expectations, but 

1 Rymer, vol. xvi. p. 151. 168, I 7I · 173• 
~he end of the volume. 

k See note [GGJ at 
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c H A P. pleafing themfelves with the idea that their attempt had 
XLIJf. l h f . 1 r. . h . h T ~not been a toget er ru1t ets m urtmg t e enemy. he 
1591· Indian fleet had been fo long detained in the Havanna, 

from the fear of the Englifh, that they were obliged at 
lafi: to fet fail in an improper feafon, and mofi of them 
perifhed by fu.ipwrcck, ere they reached the Spanifh har
botJrs 1. The earl of Cumberland made a like unfuccefs

ful enterprize againft the Spanifh trade. He carried out 
one fu.ip of the queen's, and feven others, equipped at 
his own expence; but the prizes, which he made, did 
not compenfate the charges m. 

THE fpirit of thefe ex pen five and hazardous adventures 
was very prevalent in England. Sir Waiter Raleigh, 
who had enjoyed great favour with the queen, finding his 
intereft to decline, determined to recover her good graces 
by fome important undertaking; and as his reputation 

was high among his countrymen, he perfuaded great 
numbers to engage with him as volunteers, in an attempt 

1592. on the vVeft-Indies. The fleet was detained fo long in 
the Channel by contrary winds, that the feafon was lofi: 
Raleigh was re~alled by the queen: Sir Martin Frobiiher 
fucceeded to the command, and made a privateering 

voyage againft the Spaniards. He took one rich Carrack 
near the Ifland of Flores, and delhoyed anothern! About 

the fame time, Thomas '\Vhite, a Londoner, took two 
Spanifh fhips, which, befides fourteen hundred chefis of 
quickfilver, contained above two millions of bulls for 
indulgences; a commodity ufelefs to the Englifh, but 
which had coft the king of Spain three hundred thoufand 
florins, and would haye beep fold by him in the Indi~s 

for five millions. 

THis war did great damage to Spain; but it was at .. 

tended with confiderable ex pence to England; and Eli-

I Monfon, p. 163. lll Ibid. P• 169. n Ibid. p. 165. 
Camde.r.~ P• 569, 
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~abeth's minifiers computed, that fince the commence- c H A P. 

ment of it, lhe had fpent in Flanders ·and France, and~ 
on her naval expeditions, above one million two hundred 1 597.· 

thoufand pounds"; a charge which, notwithfianding her 
extreme frugality, was too burthenfome for her narrow 
revenues to fupport. She fummoned, th~rcfore, a parlia- I59l• 

ment, in order to obtain fupply: But lhe either thought ~e~~~?;_ 
her authority fo eftabliilied, that lhe needed to make them ment. 

no conceffions in return, or :lhe rated her power and pre-
rogative above money: For there never was any parlia-
ment, whom !he treated in a more haughty manner, 
whom !he made more fenfible of th~ir own weaknefs, or 
whofe privileges !he more openly violated. When the 
fpeaker, Sir Edward Co:Cc, made the three ufual requefts, 
of freedom from arrefrs, of accefs to her pcrfon, and of 
liberty of fpeech; !he replied to him, by the mouth of 
Puckering, lord keeper, that liberty of fpeech was granted 
to the commons, but they muft know what liberty they 
were entitled to; · not a liberty for every one to fpe2k 
what he Jifteth, or what cometh in his brain to utter; 
their privilege extended no farther than a liberty of Aye 
or No: That lhe enjoined the fpeaker, if he perceived 
any idle heads fo negligent of their own fafety, as to at-
tempt reforming the church, or innovating in the com
monwealth, that he lh.ould refufe the bills exhibited for 
that purpofe, till they were examined by fuch as were 
fitter to confider of thefe things, and could better judge 
of them: That !he would not impeach the freedom of 
their perfons; but they mufi: beware, left, under colour 
of this privilege, they imagined, that any negleCl: of their 
duty could be covered or protected: And that lhe would 
not refufe them accefs to her perfon ; provided it were 
11pon urgent and weighty caufes, and at times con-

o Strype, vol. iii, 

v~nicnt, 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L AN D. 

c H A P. venient, and when !he might have leifure from other 
XLIII. . rr · f th } P "----v----' Important arra1rs o e rea m . 
1593. NoTWITHSTANDING the menacing and contemptuous 

air of this fpeech, the intrepid and indefatigable Peter 
Wentworth, not difcouraged by his former ill fuccefs, 
ventured to tranfgrefs the imperial orders of Elizabeth. 
H prefented to the lord keeper a petition, in which he 
defired the upper houfe to join with the lower in a [up
plication to her majefl:y, for entailing the fucceilion of 
the crown; and he declared, that he had a bill ready 
prepared for that purpofe. This method of proceeding 

was fuffi.ciently refpectful and cautious; but the fubjeB: 
was always extremely dif.1greeable to the queen, and 

wh<.t fhe had cxpref~Iy prc'11bited any one from meddling 
with: She fent Wcntworth imG1ediately to the Tower; 
committed Sir Thomas Bromley, who had feconded him, 
to the Fleet prifon, together with Stevens, and Welfh, 
two members, to v.'hom Sir Thomas had communicated 
his intention q. About a fortnight after, a motion was 

made in the houfe, to petition the queen, for the releafe 
of thcfe members; but it was anfwered by all the privy 
counfellors there prefent, that her majefl:y had committed 
them for caufes befr known to herfelf, and that to prefs 
her on that head would only tend to the prejudice of the 
gentlemen, whom they meant to ferve: She would re
leafe them whenever !he thought proper, and would be 
better plcafed to do it of her own proper motion, than 
from their fugg€frion r. The houfe willingly acquiefced 
in this rcafoning. 

So arbitrary an act, at the commencement of the fef· 
fion, might well reprefs all farther attempts for freedom: 
But the religious zeal of the puritans, was not fo eafily 

refl:rained ;. and it infpired a courage, which no human 

P D'Ewec, p. 460. 469. Townfend, p. 37• q D'Ewes, P• 470• 
Townfend, p. 54• r D'Ewes, p. 497• 
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motive was able to furmount. Morrice, chancellor ofC H A P. 
XLIJI. the dutchy, and attorney of the court of wards, made a'---v---J' 

motion for redreffing the abufcs in the bifuops' courts, 1 59~· 
but above all, in the high commiffion; where fubfcrip-
tions, he faid, were exaCted to articles at the pleafure of 
the prelates; where oaths were impofcd, obliging perfons 
to anfwer to all queftions without difrinction, even though 
they fhould tend to their own condemnation ; and where 
every one, who refufed entire fatisfaction to the commif-
fioners, was imprifoned, without relief or remedy s. 

This motion was feconded by fome members; but the 
minifrers and privy counfellors oppofcd it; and foretold 
the coniequences which enfued. The queen fent for the 
fpeaker; and after requiring him to deliver to her Mar-
rice's bill, lhe told him, that it was in her power to call 
parliaments~ in her power to difiolve them, in her power 
to give affent or diffent to any determination, which they 
lhould form : That her purpofe in fummoning this par-
liament was twofold, to have laws enaCted for the farther 
enforcement of uniformity in religion, and to provide f~r 
the defence of the nation, againfr the exorbitant power of 
Spain: That thefe two points ought, therefore, to be the 
objeet of their deliberations: She had enjoined them al-
ready, by the mouth of the lord keeper, to meddle nei-
ther with matters of frate nor of religion; and £he won-
dered how any one could be fo affuming, as to attempt a 
fubjeet fo exprefsly contrary to her prohibition: That 
!he was highly offended with this prefumption; and took 
the prefent opportunity to reiterate the commands given 
by the keeper, and to require, that no bill, regarding 
either fi:ate affairs, or reformation in caufes ecclcfiafrical, 
be exhibited in the houfe: And that in particular fhe 
charged the fpeaker upon his allegiance, if any fuch bills 
were offered, abfolutely to refufe them a reading, and 
not fo much as permit them to be debated by the mem-

$ D'Ewes, F• 474• Townfen 11 p, 6o, 
hers. 
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c H A P. bers t. This command from the queen was fubmitte·~ 
XLII!. . h f h fi' IV·"'" • r. • d . .___,..__,to, w1t out art er que 10n. .1ornce was 1e1ze m the 

15.93• houfe itfelf by a ferjeant at arms, difcharged from his 
office of chancellor of the dutchy, incapacitated from any 

practice in his profe:ffion as a common lawyer, and kept 

fome years prifoner in Tilbury cafi:le u. 

~-HE queen having thus exprefsly pointed out, both 

what the houfe ihould and ihould not do, the commons 

were as obfequious to the one as to the other of her in

junctions. They pafTed a law againfi recufants; fuch a 
law as was fuited to the fevere character of Elizabeth and 

to the perfecuting fpirit of the age. It was intitled, .An ail 

to retain her majejly' s Jubjells in tbeir due obedience; and was 

meant, as the preamble declares, to obviate fuch incon· 

veniences and perils as might grow from the wicked prac

tices of feditious feB:aries and difloyal perfons: For thefe 

two fpecies of criminals were always, at that time, con

founded together, a.s equally dangerous to the peace of fo

ciety. It was enacted, that any perfon, above fixteen 

years of age, who obfiinatel y refufed, during the [pace of 

a month, to attend public wodhip, fhould be committed 

to prifon ; that, if, after being condemned for this of

fence, he pcrfift three months in his refufal, he mufi ab

jure the realm ; and that, if he either refufe this condi

tion, or retuni after banifhment, he fuould fuffer capi

tally as a felon, without benefit of clergy x. This law 

bore equally hard upon the puritans and upon the carbo

lies; and had it not been impofed by the queen's authori

ty, was certainly, in that refpett, much contrary .to the 

pri\'ate fentiments and inclinations of the majority in the 

houfe of commons. Very little oppoftion, however, ap

pears there to have been openly made to it Y. 

THE 

t D'Ewes, p. 474· 47g· Townfend, p • .68. u Heylin's Hfiory 

Qf the PrdbyteriaRs, p. po. x 35 "Eliz. c. r, 
y After enaCl:iAg this ftatute, the clergy, in order to remove the odium 

from themfd ves, often tot k care that recufants !hould be tried by the civil 
judges 
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THE expences of the war with Spain, having reduced c H A P. 

the queen to great difficulties, the grant of fubfidies feems ~ 
to have been the moft important bufinefs of this parlia- 1593. 

ment ; and it was a fignal proof of the high fpirit of 
Elizabeth, that, while confcious of a prefent dependance 
on the commons, lhe opened the feffion with the moft 
haughty treatment of them, and covered her weakncfs 
under fuch a lofty appearance of fuperiority. The com-
mons readily voted two fubfidies and four fifteenths; but 

this fum not appearing fufficicnt to the court, an unufual 
expedient was fallen upon to induce them to make an en
largement in their conceffions. The peers informed the 

commons in a conference, that they could not give their 

affent to the fupply voted, thinking it too fmall for the 
queen's occafions : They therefore propofed a grant of 
three fu bfidies and fix fifteenths, and defircd a farther 
conference, in order to perfuade the commons to agree 

to this meafure. The commons, who had acquired the 
privilege of beginning bills of fubfidy, took offence at 
this procedure of the lords, and at firft abfolutely rejected 

the propofal: But being afraid, on reflection, that they 
had, by this refufal, given ofFtnce to their fupcriors, 
they both agreed to the conference, and afterwards voted 
the additional fubfidy 7 • 

THE queen, notwithftanding this unufual conceffion 
of the commons, ended the feffion with a fpeech, contain
ing fome reprimands to them, and full of the fame high 
pretenfions, which lhe had aifumed at the opening of the 
parliament. She took notice, by the mouth of the keeper, ' 
that certain members fpent more time than was neceifary, 
by indulging themfelves in harangues and reafonings: 
And fhe cxprcifed her difpleafure on account of their not 

judges at the affixes, rather than by the eccleliaftical commilftoners. Strype's 
Ann. vol. iv. p. z64. 

:z D'.Ewes, P• 483. 487, 488. TownfenJ, p. 66, 

payin~ 



H I S 'r 0 R Y 0 F E N G L AN D. 

c H A P. p1ying due reverence to privy counfellors, " who," fue 
~~ told them, " were not to be accounted as common knights 

1593· " and burgeffes of the houfe, who are counfellors but 
" during the parliament: Whereas the others are fiand

" ing counfellors, and for their wifdom and great fervice 

" are called to the council of the fl:ate a." The queen 

alfo, in her own perfon, made the parliament a fpirited 

harangue; in which ihe fpoke of the jufl:ice and modera

tion of her government, expreffed the fmall ambition fhe 

had ever entertained of making conquefl:s, difplayed the 

jufr grounds of her quarrel with the king of Spain, and ~ 

difcovered how little fhe apprehended the power of that 

monarch, even though he 1hould make a greater effort 

againfr her than that of his Invincible Armada. " But I 
" am informed," added lhe, " that when he attempted 

" this lafi: invafion, fome upon the fea-coafl: forfook their 

" towns, fled up higher into the country, and left ail 

" naked and expofed to his entrance : But I fwear unto 

" you, by God, if I knew thofe perfons, or may know 

" of any that {hall do fo hereafter, 1 will make them feel 

" what it is to be fo fearful in fo urgent a caufe b." By 
this menace, lhe probably gave the people to underfrand, 

that !he would execute martial law upon fuch cowards: 

For there was no fl:atute, by which a man could be 

pu nifhed for changing his place of abode. 

THE king of France, though he had hitherto made 

war on the league with great bravery and reputation, 

though he ha'd this campaign gained confiderable advan

tages over them, and though he was affifl:ed by a confi· 

derable body of Englilh under N orris, who carried hofii .. 

litics into the heart of Britanny; was become fenfible, 

that he never could, by force of arms alone, render 

himfelf mafl:er of his kingdom. The nearer he feemed 

a D'Ewes, p. 4J6. Townfen~~ p. 47• 
Townfend, p. 48. 

b D,Ewes, p. 466. 
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by his military fucceffes to approach to a full polfeffion of c H A P. 
XLIJI. 

the throne, the more difcontent and jealoufy arofe among~ 
thofe Romanifl:s who adhered to him; and a party was 1593• 

formed in his own court to eletl: fome catholic monarch of 
the royal blood, if Henry fhould any longer refufe to fatisfy 
them by declaring his convedion. This excellent prince 

was far from being a bigot to his fetl:; and as he deemed 
thefe theological difputes entire] y fubordinate to the public 
good, he had fecretly determined, from the beginning, to 
come, fome time or other, to the refolution required of 

him. He had found, on the death of his predeceffor, that 

the hugonots, who formed the bravefi: and mofi: faithful 
part of his army, were fuch determined zealots, that, if 
he had, at that time, abjured their faith, they would 
in!tantly have abandoned him to the pretenfions and 
ufurpations of the Catholics. The more bigotted catho-
lics, he knew, particularly thofe of the league, had 
entertained fuch an unfurmountable prejudice againfr his 

perfon, and diffidence of his fincerity, that even his ab .. 
juration would not reconcile them to his title; and he 
mufr either expect to be entirely excluded from the throne, 

or be admitted to it on fuch terms as would leave him 

little more than the mere fhadow of royalty. In this 
delicate fituation he had refolved to temporize; to retain 
the hugonots by continuing in the profeffion of their reli-
gion; to gain the moderate catholics by giving them 
hopes of his converfion; to attach both to his perfon by 
conduCt and fuccefs; and he hoped, either that the ani-
rnofity, arifing from war againfi the league, would make 
them drop gradually the quefrion of religion, or that he 
might, in time, after fome victories over his enemies and 

fome conferences with divines, make finally, with more 
decency and dignity, that abjuration, which mufr have 
appeared, at fir!t, mean, as well as fufpicious to both 
parties. 

Vo1., V. Bb \VHEN 
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c H A P. WHEN the people are attached to any theological tenets, 
XLIII . .tr ffi ~merely from a general perfuafion or prepoue wn, they are 
1593· eafily induced, by any motive or authority, to change 

1-It'nry IV. . . h r. fi . r. b' a f 
em braces their faith m t e1e my enous tU Je s ; as appears rom 
th~ ~athol ic the example of the Engli£h, who, during fome reiO"nS 
zehgwn. b ' 

ufually embraced, without fcruple, the frill varying reli-
gion of their fovereigns. But the French nation, where 

principles had fo long been difplayed as the badges of 
faction, and where each party had fortified its belief by an 
animofity againft the other, were not found fo pliable or 

inconftant; and Henry was at lafi convinced, that the 

catholics of his party would entirely abandon him, if he 
gave them not immediate fatisfaB:ion in this particular . 

. The hugonots alfo, taught by experience, clearly faw, 
that his defertion of them was become abfolutely nece!fary 
for the public fettlement; and fo general was this perfua• 
fion among them, that, as the duke of Sully pretends, 
even the divines of that party purpofely allowed themfelves 
to be worfl:ed in the difputes and conferences; that the 

king might more readily be convinced of the weaknefs of 
their caufc, and might more cordially and fincere1y, at 
leafl: more decently, embrace the religion, which it was 
fo much his interefi to believe. If this felf-denial, in fo 
tender a point, fuould appear incredible and fupernatural 
in theologians, it will, at leafi, be thought very natural, 
that a prince, fo little infiruB:ed in •thefe matters as Henry, 
and defirous to preferve his fincerity, fuould infenfibly 
bend his opinion to the neceffity of his affairs, and lhould 
believe that party to have the befi arguments, who could 
alone put him in poffeffion of a kingdom. All circum
ftances, therefore, being prepared for this great event, 
that monarch renounced the protefiant religion, and was 

folemnly received, by the French prelates of his party, 
into the bofom of the church. 

ELIZABETH, 
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ELIZABETH, who was, herfelf, attached to the pro~ C H A P. 

teftants, chiefly by her interefts and the circum!hnces of~ 
her birth, and who feems to have entertained fome pro- 1593· 

penfity, during her whole life, to the catholic fuperfti-
tion, at 1eaft to the ancient ceremonies, yet pretended, to 

be extremely difpleafed with this abjuration of Henry; 
and fhe wrote him an angry lettt>r, reproachinp- him with 
this intereftcd change of his religion. Senfibl;, however, 
that the league and the king of Spain were frill their com-
mon enemies, fhe hearkened to his apologies ; continued 
her fuccours both of men and money; and formed a new 
treaty, in which they mutually ftipulated never to make 
peace but by common agreement. 

~ 'I'HE intrigues of Spain were not limited to France and Sc_o~ch 
E I d B f h f: .1. f affa1rs. ng an : y means o t e never a1 mg pretence o re-
ligion, joined to the influence of money, Philip excited 
new diforders in Scotland, and gave frefh alarms to 
Elizabeth. George Ker, brother to lord Newbottle, had 
been taken, while he was paffing fecretly into Spain; and 
papers were found about him, by which a dangerous 
confpiracy of fome catholic noblemen with Philip was 
clifcovercd. The earls of Angus, Errol, and Huntley, 

the heads of three potent families, had entered into a 

confederacy with the Spani{h monarch: And had fiipu-
'Iated to raifc all their forces; to join them to a body of 
Spanilh troops, which Philip promifed to fend inro 
Scotland; and after re-eftabliilii:1g the catholic religion 
in that kingdom, to march with their united power, in 
order to effect the fame purpofe in England c. Gra
ham of Fin try, who had alio entered into this confpiracy, 
was taken, and arraigned, and executed. Elizabeth fent . 
lord Borough ambaffador into Scotland, and exhorted the 
king to exercife the fame feverity on the three earls, to 
confifcate their db.tes, and by annexing them to the 

c: Spotfwo·ld, p. 391. Rymer, tom. xv!. p. rgo. 
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c H A P. crown, both encreafe his own demefnes, and fet an 

~example to all his fubjeB:s of the dangers attending treafon 

1593· and rebellion. The advice was certainly rational, but 

not eafy to be executed by the fmall revenue and limited 

authority of James. He defired, therefore, fome fupply 

from her of men and money; but though lhe had reafon 

to deem the profecution of the three popi!h earls a com

mon caufe, !he never could be prevailed on to grant him 

the leafl: affifi:ance. The tenth part of the expence, which 

:lhe befiowed in fupporting the French king, and the 

States, would have fufficed to execute this purpofe, more 

immediately eflential to her fecurity 11
: But lhe feems ever 

to have borne fame degree of malignity to J ames, whom 

fhe hated, both as her heir, and as the fon of Mary, her 

hated rival and competitor. 
So far from giving J ames affifiance to profecute the 

catholic confpirators, the queen rather contributed to en

creafe his inquietude, by countenancing the turbulent dif

pofition of the earl of Bothwel e, a nobleman defcended. 

from a natural fon of J ames V. Bothwel more than once 

attempted to render himfelf mafrer of the king's perfon; 

and being expelled the kingdom for thefe traiterous enter

prizes, he took ilielter in England, was fccretly proteCted 

by the queen, and lurked near the borders, where his 

power lay, with a view of fiill committing fome new vio

lence. He fuccceded at lafi in an attempt on the king; 

and by the mediation of the EngliLh ambaffador, im

pofed difhonourable terms upon that prince: But James, 

by the authority of the convention of States, annulled 

this agreement as extorted by violence; again expelled 

Bothwel; and obliged him to take ihelter in England. 

Elizabeth, pretending ignorance of the place of his retreat, 

never executed the treaties, by which fue was bound to 

deliver up all rebels and fugitives to the king of Scot-

.! Spotfwood, p. 393• ~ymcr, tom, xvi, p. 235• 
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land. During thefe diforders, encreafed by the refraB:ory C H A P. 
XLJJI. 

difpofition of the ecclefiafiics, the profecution of the '-'v---J 
catholic earls remained in fufpence; but at lafr the par- 1594· 

]iament paffed an atl: of attainder againfi them, ·and the 
king prepared himfelf to execute it Qy force of arms. 
The noblemen, though they obtained a vitl:ory over the 
earl of Argyle, who acted by the king's commiffion, 
found themfelves hard preffed by J ames himfelf, and 
agreed, on certain terms, to leave the kingdom. Both-
we!, being deteCl:ed in a confederacy with them, forfeited 
the favour of Elizabeth; and was obliged to take ihelter, 
firft in France, then in Italy, where he died, fome years 
after, in great poverty. 

THE efiabliihed authority of the queen fecured her 
from all fuch attempts as J amcs was expofed to from the 
mutinous difpofition of his fubjeCls; and her enemies 
tound no other means of giving her domefric difiurbance 
than by fuch tratterous and perfidious machinations, as 
ended in their own difgrace, and in the ruin of their cri
minal inftruments. Roderigo Lopez, a Jew, domefiic 
phyfician to the queen, being imprifoned on fufpicion, 
confeffed, that he haJ received a bribe to poifon her from 
Fuentes and lbarra, who had fucceeded Parma lately de
ceafed, in the government of the Netherlands; but he 
maintained, that he had no other intention than to cheat 
Philip of his money, and never meant to fulfil his engage
ment. He was, however, executed for the confpiracy; and 
the queen complained to Philip of thefe diihonourable at
tempts of his minifiers, but could obtain no fatisfaB:ion r. 
York and Williams, two Engliih traitors, were afterwards 
executed for a confpiracy with Ibarra, equally atrocious g. 

INSTEAD of avenging hcrfelf, by retaliating in a like 
~anner, Elizabeth fought a more honourable vengeance, 

f Camden, p. 577• Birch's Negot, p. 15. Bacon, vol. iv. p. 381. 
: Camdc:n, p. 58~. 
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c H A P. by fupporting the king of France, and affifl:ing him in 
~finally -breaking the force of the league, which, after the 

15~4· convedion of that monarch, \vent daily to decay, and 
was threatened with fpeedy ruin and diffoiution. Norris 
commanded the Engliih forces in Britanny, and affified 
at the taking of MorJaix, ~1impercorentin, and Brefr, 
towns garrifoncd by Spanifh forces. In every aCtion, 
the Englifu, though they h<1d fo long enjoyed domefric 
pc:1cc, difcovcred a {hong military difpofition; and the 
queen, though herfelf a heroine, found more frequent 
occ~fion to reprove her generals for encouraging their 
temerity, than for countenancing their fear or caution h: 
Sir ~,1artin Frobi!hcr, ncr brave admiral, perifhed, with 

. many others, before Brelt. rvloriaix had been promifed 
to the Engl ifh for a place of retreat; but the duke 
d'Aurront, tbe French general, eluded this promife, by 
making it be inferted in the capitulation, that none bet 
catholics fhould be ad milted into that city. 

1595· NEXT campaign, the French king, who had long car-
ried on hofiilities with Philip, was at Iafl: provoked, by 
the taking of Chatelet and Dourlens, and the attack of 
Cam bray, to declare war againfl: that monarch. Eliza
beth being thr~atened with a new invafion in England, 
and with an infurreClion in Ireland, recalled moft of her 
force~, and fcnt Norris to command in this Iatterking
dom. Finding alfo, that the French league was almofr 
entirely diffolved, and that the moft confiderable leaders 
had made an accommodation with their prince, fue 
thought, that h~ could well fupport himfelf by his own 
force and valour; and ilie began to be more [paring, in 
his caufe, of the blood and treafure of her fubjeCls. 

SoME difgufis, which fhe had received from the Stat~~, 
joined to the remonfhances of her frugal minifrer Bur· 

h Camden, p. ~78. 
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1ei6h, made her alfo inclined to dimini1h her charges on C H A P. 
XLIII. 

that fide; and rae even demanded, by her ambaffador, --..,-...J 

Sir Thomas Bodlcy, to be reimburfed all the money, 1596. 

which lhe had expended in fupporting them. The States, 

befides alledging the conditions of the treaty, by which 

they were not bound to repay her, till the conclufion 

of a peace, pleaded their prcfent poverty and diftrefs, 

the great fuperiority of the Spaniards, and the difficulty 

in fupporting the war; much more in faving money to 

difcharge their incumbrances. After much negociation, 

a new treaty was formed; by which the States engaged 

to free the queen immediately from the charge of the 

Eng1 ifu auxiliaries, computed at forty thoufand pounds 

a-year; to pay her annually twenty thoufand pounds 

for fome years; to affi!l: her with a certain number of 

fhips; and to conclutle no peace or treaty without her 

confcnt. They a]fo bound themfelves, on finilhing a 

peace with Spain, to pay her annually the fum of a 
hundred thoufand pounds for four years; but on this 

condition, that the payment fhould be in lieu of all de-

mands, and that they fhould be fupplied, though at their 

own charge, with a body of four thoufand auxiliaries 

from England i. 

THE queen fl:ill retained in her hands the cautionary 

towns, which were a great check on the rifing power of 

the States; and fhe committed the important trufl: of 

FJufhing to Sir Francis V ere, a brave officer, who had 

difl:inguiilied htmfelf by his valour in the Low Coun

tries. She gave him the preference to Effex, who expetl:

ed fo honourable a command ; and though this nobleman 

was daily rifing both in reputation with the people, and 

favour with herfelf, the queen, who was commonly re
fervcd in the advancement of her courtiers, thought pro

per, on th~s occafion, to give him a refufal. Sir Thom..as 

i Camden, p. sS6, 
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c H A P. BJ.!kerville was fent over to France at the head of two 
~ thoufand Englilh, with which Elizabeth, by a new 

•sg6. treaty concluded with Henry, engaged to fupply that 
prince. Some fiipulations for mutual affiftance were 

formed by the treaty; and all former engagements were 
renewed. 

1597• 

Naval en· 
terpriz:~s. 

THIS body of Eng1i£h were maintained at the expence 
of the French king; yet did Henry efi:eem the fupply of 
conrtderable advantage, on account of the great reputa
tion acquired by the Engliih, in fo many fortunate enter
prizes, undertaken againfi: the common enemy. In the 
great battle of Tournl)olt, gained this campaign by prince 
Maurice, the Engliih auxiliaries, under Sir Francis V ere 

and Sir Robert Sydney, had acquired honour; and the 
fuccefs of that day was univerfally afcribcd to their difci
pline and valour. 

THoUGH Elizabeth, at a confiderable expence of 
blood and treafure, made war againfr Philip in France and 
the Low Countries, the mofi fevere blows, which fue 
gave him, were by thofe naval enterprizes, which either 
ihe or her fubjeCls fcarcely ever intermitted during one 
feafon. In 1594, Richard Hawkins, fon of Sir John, 
the famous navigator, procured the queen's commiffion, 
and failed with three fhips to the South Sea by the ftraits 
of Magellan: But his voyage proved unfortunate, and he 
himfelf was taken prifoncr on the coafr of Chili. James 
Lancafrer was fupplied the fame year with three lhips and . 
a pinnace by the merchants of London ; and was more 
fortunate in his adventure. He took thirty nine lhips of 
the enemy ; and not content with this fuccefs, he made 
an attack on Fernambouc in Brazil, where, he knew, 
great treafures were at that time lodged. As he approached 
the ihore, he faw it lined with great numbers of the enemy; 
but no-wife daunted at this appearance, he placed the 

fiouteft 
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ftoutefl: of his men in boats, and ordered them to row c H A P. 

with fuch violence, on the landing place, as to fplit them ~ 
in pieces. By this bold aCtion, he both deprived his men 1597• 

of all refource but in viCl:ory, and terrified the enemy, 
who fled after a fhort refifrance. He returned home with 
the treafure, which he had fo bravely acquired. In 1595, 
Sir Waiter Raleigh, who had anew forfeited the queen's 
friendlhip by an intrigue with a maid of honour, and who 

had been thrown into prifon for this mifdemeanor, no 
fooner recovered his liberty, than he was pu!hed, by his 
aB:ive and enterprizing genius, to attempt fome great 
atlion. The fuccefs of the firfl: Spanilh adventurers 
againfl: l\1exico and Peru had begotten an extreme avidity 
in Europe; and a prepoffeffion univerfally took place, that, 
in the inland parts of South America, called Guiana, a 
country as yet undifcovered, there were mines and 
treafurcs far exceeding any which Cartes or Pizzaro 
h:1d met with. Raleigh, whofe turn of mind was 
fomewhat romantic and extravagant, undertook at his own 

charge the difcovery of this wonderful country. Having 
taken the (mall town of St. J ofeph in the iflc of Tri-
nidado, where he found no riches, he left his fhip, and 
failed up the river Oroonoko in pinnaces, but without 
meeting any thing to anfwer his expetlations. On his 
return, he publilhed an account of the country, full of 

the groffeft and mofl: palpable lies, that were ever at-
tempted to be impofed on the credulity of mankind k. 

THE fame year, Sir Francis Drake and Sir John 
Hawkins undertook a more important expedition againfl: 
the Spanilh fettlements in America; and they carried 
with them fix lhips of the queen's and twenty more, 
which either were fitted out at their own charge, or 
were furnifhed them by private adventurers. Sir Tho
mas Ba!kerville was appointed commander of the land 

~ Camdc-n, p. 584. 
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c H A P . forces, which they carried on board. Their fidl: de-
XLIH. p R' h h k '--v---' fign was to attempt orto tco, w ere, t ey new, a . 

JS97· rich carrack was at that time fiationed ; but as they had 
not preferved the requifite fecrefy, a pinnace, having 

firayed from the fleet, was taken by the Spaniards, and 

betrayed the intentions of the Englifh. Preparations 
were made in that ifland for their reception; and the 

Englifh fleet, notwithfianding the brave affault, which 

they made on the enemy, was repulfed with lofs. Haw

kins foon after died ; and DrQke purfued his voyage to 

Nombre di Dios, on the ifihmus of De1rien; where, 

having landed his men, he attempted to pafs forward to 

Panama, with a view of plundering that place, or, if he 
found fuch a fcheme practicable, of keeping and fortify

ing it. But he met not with the fame facility, which 

had attended his firft enterprizes in thofe parts. The 

Spaniards, taught by experience, had every where forti

fied the paffcs, and had ftationed troops in the woods; 

who fo infefted the Engliili by continual alarms and 

fkirmifhes, that they were obliged to return, without 
being able to effeB: any thing. Drake himfelf, from 
the intemperance of the climate, the fatigues of his 

journey, and the vexation of his difappointment, was 

feized with a diftemper, of which he foon after died. 
Sir Thomas Baikerville took the command of the fleet, 

which was in a weak condition; and after having fought 

a battle near Cuba with a Spanilh fleet, of which the 

event was not decifive, he returned to England. The 

Spaniards fuffered fome lofs from this enterprize; but the 

Englilh reaped no profit I. 

THE bad fucccfs of this enterprize in the Indies made 

the Engli!h rather attempt the Spani!h dominions in Eu

rope, where, they heard, Philip was making great pre· 

parations for a new invafion of England. A powerful 

1 Monfon, l'• 167~ 
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lleet was equippc:d at Plymouth confifring of a hundred c H A P. 

and feventy vcffels, feventeen of which were capital~ 
ihips of war; the refr tenders and fmal1 veifcls: Twenty 1597. 

fhips were added by the Hollanders. In this fleet there 
were computed to be embarked fix thoufand three hundred 
and fixty foldier~, a thoufand volunteers, and fix thou-
fand feven hundred and feventy-two feamen, bcfide the 
Dutch. The land forces were commanded by the earl 
of Eifex: The navy by lord Effingham, high admiral. 
Both thefe commanders had expended great fums of their 
own in the armament: For fuch was the fpirit of Eliza-
beth's reign. Lord Thomas Howard, Sir \Valter Ra-
leigh, Sir Francis Vere, Sir George Carew, and Sir 
Coniers Clifford had commands in this expedition, and 
were appointed council to the general and admiralm. 

THE fleet fet fail on the firfr of June I 596; and meet
ing with a fair wind, bent its courfe to Cadiz, at which 
place, by fealed orders delivered to all the captains, the 
general rendezvous was appointed. They fent before 
them fome armed tenders, which intercepted every ihip, 

that could carry intelligence to the enemy; and they 
themfclves were fo fortunate when they caine near Cadiz, 
as to take an lri!h veifel, by which they learned, that 
that port was full of merchant ihips of great value, and 
that the Spaniards lived in perfect fecurity, without any 
apprehenfions of an enemy. This intelligence much 
encouraged the Englilh fleet, and gave them the profpu:t 
Qf a fortunate iifue to the enterprize. 

AFTER a fruitlefs attempt to land at St. Seball:ian's on 
the weil:ern fide of the ifland of Cadiz; it was, upon 
.delibera(ion, refol ved by the council of war to attack 
the lhips and gallies in the bay. This attempt was 
deemed raih; and the admiral himfelf, who was caut~'Jus 
in his temper, had entertained great fcruples with regard 

m Camden, P· 5~1· 

to 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. to it: But Effex fhenuoufly recommended the enter .. 
~prize; and when he found the refolution at laft taken, 

1597• he threw his hat into the fea, and gave f) mptoms of the 

mofl: extravagant joy. He felt, however, a great morti-

, fication, when Effingham informed him, that the queen, 

anxious for his fafety, and dreading the effeCl:s of his 
youthful ardour, had fecretly given orders, that he ihould 
not be permitted to command the van in the attackn. 

That duty was performed by Sir Waiter Raleigh and lord 

Thomas Howard; but Effex no fooner came within reach 

of the enemy, than he forgot the promife, which the 

admiral had exacted from him, to keep in the midfi: of 

the fleet; he broke through and preffed forward into the 

thickeft of the fire. Emulation for glory, avidity of 
plunder, animofity againft the Spaniards, proved incen

tives to every one; and the enemy was foon obliged to 

flip anchor, and retreat farther into the bay, where they 

ran many of their fhips aground. Effex then landed his 

men at the fort of Puntal; and immediately marched to 

the attack of Cadiz, which the impetuous valour of the 

Engli!h foon carried fword in hand. The genero!ity of 

Efiex, not inferior to his valour, made him ftop the 

flau ghter, and treat his prifoners with the greateft hu

manity, and even affability and kindnefs. The Englilh 

made rich plunder in the city; but miffed of a much 

richer by the refolution, which the duke of Medina, the 

Spanifh admiral, took of fetting fire to the fhips, in or

der to prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy. 

It was computed, that the Iofs, which the Spaniards 

fufiained in this enterprize, amounted to twenty millions 

of ducats 0 ; befides the indignity, which that proud and 

4\mbitious people fuffered from the facking of one of their 

chief cities, and defiroying in th~ir harb01ar a fleet of fuch 

force and v:1lue. · 

11 Monfon, p. xg6. 0 B irch'~ Memoir~ , vol . ii. P• 97• 
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EssEx, all on fire for glory, regarded this great fuccefs c H A P. 

only as a fiep to future atchievements: He infifl:ed on~ 
keeping poffeffion of Cadiz; and he undertook with four 15~7. 
hundred men and three months provifions, to defend the 
place, till fuccours fhould arrive from England: But all 
the other feamen and foldiers were fatisfied with the 
honour, which they had acquired; and were impatient to 
return home, in order to fecure their plunder. Every 
other propofal of Effex to annoy the enemy met with a 
like reception ; his fcheme for intercepting the carracks 
at the Azores, for affaulting the Groine, for taking St. 
Andero, and St. Sebafiian : And the Englilh, finding it 
fo difficult to drag this impatient warrior from tLe 
enemy, at lafl: left him on the Spanilh coafl:) attended 
by very few !hips. He complained much to the queen, 
of their want of fpirit in this enterprize; nor was lhe 
pleafed, that they had returned without attempting to 
intercept the Indian fleet P; but the great fuccefs, in 
the enterprize on Cadiz, had covered all their mifcar-
riages: And that princefs, though lhe admired the lofty 
genius of Effex, could not forbear expreffing an efl:eem 
for the other officers q. The admiral was created earl 
of Nottingham; and his promotion gave great difgufi: 
to Elf.~x r. In the preamble of the patent it was faid, 
that the new dignity was conferred on him on account of 
his good fervices in taking Cadiz, and defiroying the 
Spanifh lhips; a merit which E!fex pretended to belong 
folely' to himfelf: And he offered to maintain this plea 
by fingle combat againft the earl of Nottingham, or his 
fons, or any of his kindred. 

THE atchievements in the fubfequent yaar proved not 
fo fortunate; but as the Indian fleet very narrowly efcaped 
the Englifh, Philip had frill reafon to fee the great hazard 
and difadvantage of that wa.r in which he was engaged, 

P Birch's Memoir5, vol. ii. p. u.x. Cl Camden, P• S93• r Sidney 
I'apers, vol. ii, p. 77• 
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C H A P. and the fu oeriority which the Engli!h, by their mt~al 
XLIII. • . r. . h d . d h. Th 

'---y---1 power and the1r ntuatiOn, a acqutre over tm. e 

1597· q ueen, hav ing received intelligence, that the Spaniards, 

though their fleets were fo much fuattered and defi:royed, 

b y the expedition to Cadiz, were preparing a fquadron 

at F errol and the Groine, and were marching troops 

t hither, w ith a view of making a defcent in Ireland, 

w as refolved to prevent their enterprize, and to dcftroy 

the !hi pping in thefe harbours. She prepared a large 

fleet of a hundred and twenty fail, of which feventeen 

were her own ihips, forty-three were fmaller veffels, 

and the reft tenders and viCtuallers: She embarked on 

board this fleet five thoufand new-levied foldiers, and 

added a thoufand veteran troops, whom Sir Francis V ere 

brought from the Netherlands. The earl of E!fex, com

mander in chief, both of the land and fea forces, was at 

the head of one fquadron: Lord Thomas Howard was ap

pointed vice-admiral of another; Sir Waiter Raleigh of 

the third: Lord Mountjoy commanded the land forces 

under Eflex: V ere was appointed marlhal: Sir George 

Carew lieutenant of the ordnance, and Sir Chrifiopher 

Blount firft colonel. The earls of Rutland and South

ampton, the lords Grey, Cromwell, and Rich, with feveral 

other perfons of diftinB:ion, embarked as volunteers. Ef
fex declared his refolution either to deilroy the new Arma

da, which threatened England, or to peri{h in the attempt. 

9th July. 
THIS powerful fleet fet fail from Plymouth; but were 

no fooner out of harbour than they met with a furious 

ftorm, which £battered and difperfed them; and before 

they could be refitted, E!fex found, that their provifions 

were fo far fpent, that it would not be fafe to carry fo 

numerous an army along with him. He difmi!fed, there· 

fore, all the foldiers, except the thoufand veterans under 

V ere; and laying afide ali thoughts of attacking Ferrol 

or the Groine, he confined the objeCt of his expedition 
to 
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to the intercepting of the Indian fleet; which had at firfl: c H A P. · 
been confidered only as the fecond entcrprize which he~ 
was to attempt. IS97• 

THE Indian fleet, in that age, by reafon of the imper
fection of navigation, had a ftated courfe, as well as 
feafon, both in their going out, and in their return; and 
there were certain iflands, at which, as at fixed fiages, they 
always touched, and where they took in water and pro
vifions. The Azores, being one of thefe places, where. 
about this time, the fleet was expected, Effex bent his 
courfe thither; and he informed Raleigh, that he, on 
his arrival, intended to attack Fayal, one of thefe iflands. 
By fome accident the fquadrons were feparated; and 
Raleigh arriving firft before Fayal, thought it more pru
dent, after waiting fome time for the general, to begin 
the attack alone, left the inhabitants lhould, by farther 
delay, have leifure to make preparations for their defence. 
He fucceeded in the enterprize; but Effex, jealous of 
Raleigh, expreffed great difpleafure at his conduct, and 
conftrued it as an intention of robbing the general of the 
glory which attended that action: He cafhiered, there
fore, Sydney, Bret, Berry, and others, who had con
curred in the attempt; and would have proceeded to 
inflict the fame punilhment on Raleigh himfe1f, had not 
lord Thomas Howard interpofed with his good offices, and 
perfuaded Raleigh, though high-fpirited, to make fub
miffions to the general. Effex, who was placable, as well 
as hafiy and paffionatc, was foon appeafed, and both re
ceived Raleigh into favour, and refiored the other officers 
to their commands •. This incident, however, though 
the quarrel was fcemingly accommodated, laid the firft 
foundation of that violent animofity, which afterwards 
took place between thefc two gallant commanders. 

~ 1\Irnfon, p. 173• 

EssEx 
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c H A P. EssEX made next a difp)fition proper for intercepting 

~ the Indian g::llleons ; and Sir William Monfon, whofe 

1597• ftation was the mofr rem)te of the fleet, having fallen 
in with them, made the ignals which had been agreed 

on. That able officer, in his Memoirs, afcribes Effex's 

failure, when he was fo near attaining fo mighty an 
advantage, to his want of~xperiencc in feamanfhip; and 

the account which he ~ives of the errors committed 

by that nobleman, appea·s very reafonable as well as 

candid 1• The Spanifh flet, finding that the enemy was 

upon them, made all the fail poffible to the Terceras, 

and got into the fafe and veil fortified harbour of Angra, 

before the Engliili fleet cwld overtake them. Effex in

tercepted only three fhips; which, however, were fo rich 

as to repay all the charges of the expedition. 

THE caufes of the miC:arriage in this enterprize were 

much canvaffed in Englarrl, upon the return of the fleet; 

and though the courtiers took part differently, as they 

affected either Effex or Rtleigh, the people, in general, 
who bore an extreme regcrd to the gallantry, fpirit, and 

generofity of the former, were inclined to juftify every 
circumfiance of his conduit. The queen, who loved the 

one as much as fue efiemed the other, maintained a 

kind of neutrality, and e1deavoured to fhare her favours 
with an impartial hand ba:ween the parties. Sir Robert 

Cecil, fecond fon of Ion Burleigh, was a courtier of 

promifing hopes, much cmneCted with Raleigh; and fhe 

made him fecretary of :lhte, preferably to Sir Thomas 

Bodley, whom Eflex reconmended for that office. But 
not to difguft Elfex, fue Jromoted him to the dignity of 
earl l\llar!hal of England i an office which had b~en va

cant fince the death of tie earl of Shrewfbury. Effex 

might perceive from this <Onducr, that lhe never intended 

to give him the entire :fcendant over his rivals, and 

tnight 
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might thence learn the neceffi1y of moderation and eau- c H A P. 
. . B h" h" h r r b ·m h" XLJJI. tton. ut ts temper was tm tg 10r .u m1 wn; IS "--v--J, 
behaviour too open and candi< to praB:ife the arts of a 1597· 

court; and his free fallies, w1ile they rendered him but 
more amiable in the eyes of good judges, gave his ene-
mies many advantages againfl: 1im. 

THE war with Spain, th01gh fuccefsful, having ex- ~ 4th o~. 
haufied the queen's exchequer,lhe was obliged to affcmble 
a parliament; where Yelvertm, a lawyer, was chofen 
fpeaker of the houfe of conmons u. Elizabeth 'took 
care) by the mouth of Sir Th•mas Egerton, lord keeper, 
to inform this affembly of theneceffity of a fupply. She 
faid, that the wars, formerlr waged in Europe, had 
commonly been conducted by the parties without farther 
view than to gain a few toMs, or at moft a province, 
from each other; but the objea: of the prefent hofiilities, 
on the part of Spain, was no oner than utterly to bereave 

England of her religion, her iberty, and her independ-
ance: That the!e bleffings, however, lhe herfelf had 
hitherto been able to preferve, in fpite of the devil, the 
pope, and the Spani!h tyrant and all the mifchievous 
defigns of all her enemies : Tlat in this contefl: !he had 
di!burfed a fum t :-iple to all the parliamentary fupplies 
granted her; and befidcs exp:nding her ordinary reve-
nues, had been obliged to fell nany of the crown lands: 
And that lhe could not douit, but her fubjeCls, in a 
caufe where their own honour md interefr were fo deeply 
concerned, would willingly cmtribute to fuch moderate 
taxations as lhould be found neceffary for the ~ommon 
defence". The parliament g·anted her three fubfidies 
and fix fifteenths; the fame futply which had been given 
four years before, but which tad t.hen appeared fo un~-

n See note [HH] at the end of the vohme. 
527. Towt1fenrl, p. 79• 
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x D'Ewes, p. szs. 

fual, 
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c F A P . fual, that they had voted it fhould never afterwards be 
::xLIII. '---v---' regarded as a precedent. 
l597• THE commons, this feffion, ventured to engage in 

two controverfi.es about forms with the houfe of peers; a 
prelude to thofe encroachments, which, as they aifumed 
more courage, they afterwards made upon the preroga

tives of the crown. They complaineJ, that the lords 
failed in civility to them, by receiving their meifages fit
ting with their hats on; and that the keeper returned an 
anfwer in the fame negligent pofl:ure; But the upper 
houfe proved, to their full fatisfaCtion, that they were 
not entitled, by cufiom, and the ufage of parliament, to 
any more refpect Y. Some amendments had been made 
"by the lcrds, to a bill fent up by the commons; and 
thefe amendments were written on parchment, and re
turned with the bill to the commons. The lower houfe 
took umbrage at the novelty: They pretended, that 
thefe amnndments ought to have been written on paper, 

not on parchment; and they complained of this innova
tion to the peers. The peers replied, that they expeCl:cd 
not fuch a frivolous objection from the gravity of the 
houfe; _and that it was not material, whether the amend· 
ments were •.-~rittcn on parchment or on paper, nor 

wh::ther the pJper were white, black, or brown. The 
commons were offended at this reply, which feemed to 
contain a mockery of ti1em; and they complained of it, 
though without obtaining any fatisfaction z. 

AN application was made by way of petition to the 
queen, from the lower houfe, againft monopolies; an 
zbufe which had rifen to an enormous height; and they 
received a gracious, though a general anfwer; for which 
they returned their thankful acknowledaments a. But 

b 

Y D'Ewes, P· S39, 540. 580, 585. Townf::nd, p. 93, 94, 95• 
:r. D'E ·,-.es, P• 576, 577• a Ibid, p. 570, 573• 

not 
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1ot to give them too much encouragement in fuch appli- CH A P. 
. fh Id h . h r. h ,· . h JL d I. d XLJit. catiOns, e to t em, m t e 1peec wmc we e 1vere "--v----1 

at their diffolution, " That with regard to thcfe patents, 1597• 

t' !he hoped, that her dutiful and loving fubjeCl:s would 
" not take away her prerogative, which is the chief 
" flower in her garden, and the principal and :,ead pearl 

1 " in her crown and diadem; but that they would rather 
" leave thefe matters to her difpofal b." The commons 
alfo took notice, this feffion, of fome tranfaetions in the 
~ourt of high commiffion; but not till they had pre
vioufly obtained permiffion from her majefry to that 
purpofe c. 

ELIZABETH had reafon to forefee, that parliamentary 159S. 

fupplies would now become more neccffary to her than 
ever; and that the chief burthen of the war with Spain 
would thenceforth lie upon England. Henry had re
ceived an overture for peace with Philip; but before he 
would proceed to a negociation, he gave intelligence of 
it to his allies, the queen and the States; that, if pof-
fible, a general pacification might be made by commo11 
agreement. Thefe two powers fent ambaffadors to • 
France, in order to remonfrrate againfr peace; the q'Ieen, 
Sir Robert Cecil, and Henry Herbert; the Srates, JuHin 
Naffau, and John Barnevelt. Henry faid to thefe mini

fters, that his early education had been amidfl: "''ar and 
clanger, and he had paffed the whole courfe of his l1fe 
either in arms or in military preparations: That after the 

proofs, which he had given of his alacrity in the field, 
no one could doubt, but he would willingly, for h is 
part, have continued in a courfe of life, to which he was 
now habituated, till the common enemy were reduced to 

fuch a condition as no longer to give umbrage either to 

b D'Ewes, p. S47• e Ibid •. P· 557, 55!. 

C c 2. him 
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c H A P. liim or to his allies: That no private interefl:s of his own, 
~not even thofe of his people, nothing but the moft in-

159~. vincible neceffity, could ever induce him to think of a fepa
rate peace with Philip, or make him embrace meafures 

not entirely conformable to the willies of all his confede .. 
rates: That his kingdom, tome with the convuHions aqd 
civil wars of near half a century, required feme interval 
of repofe, ere it could reach a condition, in which it 
might fufiain itfelf, much more fupport it allies: That 
after the minds of his fubjeB:s were compofed to tran
quillity and accuftomed to obedience, after his finances 

were brought into order, and after agriculture and the 

arts were refrored, France, infl:ead of being a burthen, 

as at prefent, to her confederates, would be able to lend 
them effdtual fuccour, and amply to repay them all the 
affifiance, which lhe had received during her calamities: 
And that, if the ambition of Spain would not at pre
fcnt grant them fuch terms as they fhould think rea
fonable, he hoped, that, in a little time, he lhould attain 
fuch a fituation as would enable him to mediate more 

effectually, and with more decifive authority, in their 

behalf. 

THE arnbaffadors were fenfible, that thefe reaf011S 
were not feigned; and they therefore remonfirated with 
the lefs vehemence againfl: the meafures, which, they 
faw, Henry was determined to purfue. The States 

knew, that that monarch was interefied never to permit 
their final ruin; and having received private affurances, 
that he would frill, notwithfianding the peace, give them 
affifiance both of men and money, they were well pleafed 
to remain on terms of amity with him. His greatefr 
concern was to give fatisfaCl:ion to Elizabeth for this 
breach of treaty. He had a cordial efi:eem for that prin
cefs, a fympathy of manners, and a gratitude for the 

extraordinary favours, which he had received from her, 
during 
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during his greatefi: difficulties: And he uf~d every expe .. CH Ar P. 
KLll_. dient to apologize and atone for that meafure, which ....._____r--~ 

neceffity extorted from him. But as Spain refufed to 159S· 
treat with the Dutch as a free frate, and Elizabeth 
would not negociate without her ally, Henry found Pace of 
himfelf obliged to conclude at Vervins, a fep1rate peace, Vu-•ins, 
by which he recovered poffeffion of all the places feized 
by Spain during the courfe of the civil wars, and pro-
cured to himfelf leifure to purfue the domeftic fettlc·:nent 
of his kingdom. His capacity for the arts of pea e was 
not inferior to his military talents; and, in a little time, 
by his frugality, order, and wife government, he raifcd 
France, from the defolation and mifery, in which lhe 
was involved, to a more flourilhing condition than fhe 
had ever before enjoyed. 

'rHE queen knew, that lhe could alfo, whenever {he 
pleafed, finiili the war en equitable terms; and that 
Philip, having no claims upon her, would be glad to 
free himfelf from an enemy, who had foiled him in 
every contefi:, and who frill had it fo much in her power 
to make him feel the weight of her arms. Some of her 
wifefi: counfellors, particularly the treafurer, advifed her 
to embrace pacific meafures; and fet before her the ad
vantages of tranquillity, fecurity, and frugality, as more 
confiderable than any fuccefs, which could attend the 
greateR: viCtories. But this high-fpirited princefs, though 
at firfi: averfe to war, feemed now to have attained fuch 
an afcendant over the enemy, that £he was unvJillil1g tQ 
flop the courfe of her profperous fortune. She con
fidered, that her fituation and her paR: victories had 
given her entire fecurity againfr any dangerous invafion; 
and the war mufi: thenceforth be conducted by fudden 
enterprizes and naval expeditions, in which lh pofleffed 
an undoubted fuperiority: That the weak conJiuon of 
PhililJ in the lndies, opened to her the view of the mofl: 

· ~ c <i~•abl . 
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c H A P. durable advantages; and the yearly return of his trea .. 
~=~~-- fure by fea afforded a continual profpeB: of important, 

J598. though more temporary, fuccdfes : That, after his peace 
with France, if £he alfo fhould confent to an accommo

dation, he would be able to turn his whole force again£1: 
the revolted provinces of the Netherlands, which, though 
they had furprifingly encreafed their power by com
merce ar:d good government, were :fl:ill unable, if not fup

ported by their confeC:erates, to maintain war ·againft fo 
potent a monarch ; And that as her defence of that com
monwealth was the original ground of the quarrel, it was 
unfafe, as well as difhoncurable, to abandon its caufe, 

.till £he had placed it in a :fl:ate of gre~ter fecurity. 

THESE reafons were frequently inculcated on her by 
the earl of Effex, whofe paffion for glory, as well as his 
military talents, made him earne:fl:ly defire the continu
ance of war, from which he expected to reap fo much 

'The earl of advantage and di:fl:inB:ion. The rivaHhip between this 
Etr~.x:. nobleman c:nd lord Burleigh made each of them infift the 

more :fl:renuoufiy on his own counfel; but as Effcx's perfon 
was agreeable to the queen, as well as his advice con
formable to her inclinations, the favourite feemed daily 
to acquire an aicendant over the minifi:er. Ead he been 
fndowed with caution and _felf command, equal to his 
fni11ing qualitie , he would have fo rivettcd himfclf in the 
queen's confidence, that none of his enemies had ever 
been able to impeach his credit: But his lofty fpirit could 
ill ft bmit to that implicit deference, which her temper 
required, and which the had ever been accufi:omed to re
ceive from all her fuhjects. Bemg once engaged in a dif
pute with her about the choice of a governor for Ireland, 
he was fo heated in the 3.rgurr.ent, that he entirely forgot 
the rules both of duty and civility; <lnJ ~urned his back 
~pen her in a co11temptuous r:n;nner. Her anger, na
~urall y prompt and violent, rofe at this pr vocation; and 

· · · fhe 
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lhe infiantly gave him a box on the ear ; adding a c H A P. 

ffi m r · d h' . . I XLUI. pa tonate expre wn, 1U1te to 1s 1mpertmence. n-~ 
ftead of recollecting himfelf, and making the fubmif- 1598. 

lions due to her fex and fiation, he clapped his hand to 
his fword, and fwore, that he would not bear fuch ufage, 
were it from Henry VIII. himfelf; and he immediately 
withdrew from court. Egerton, the chancellor, who 
loved Effex, exhorted him to repair his indifcretion by 
proper acknowledgments; and entreated him not to give 
that triumph to his enemies, that affliction to his friends, 
which muft enfue from his fupporting a contefi with 
his fovereign, and deferting the fervice of his country: 
But Effex was deeply ftung with the diihonour, which 
he had received; and feemed to think, that an infult, 
which might be pardoned in a woman, was become a 
mortal affront when it came from his fovereign. " If 
" the vilefi: of all indignities," faid he, " is done me, 
" does religion enforce me to fue for pardon? Doth God 
" require it? Is it impiety not to do it? Why? Cannot 
" princes err? Cannot fubjeCl:s receive wrong? Is an 
" earthly power infinite? Pardon me, my lord, I can 
" never fubfcribe to thefe principles. Let Solomon's 
" fool laugh when he is firicken; let thofe that mean to 
" make their profit of princes, fhew no fenfe of princes' 
" injuries : Let them acknowledge an infinite abfolute
" nefs on earth, that do not believe an abfolute Infinite
" nefs in heaven:" (a11uding, probably, to the character 
and conduB: of Sir '\Valter Raleigh, who lay under the 
reproach of impiety) " As for me," continued he, '~I 
" have received wrong, I feel it: My caufe is good, I 
" know it; and whatfoever happens, all the powers 
" on earth can never exert more ftrength and confiancy 
" in oppreffing, than I can fuew in fuffering every 
" thing that can or lhall be impofed upon me. Your 
" lordiliip, in the beginning of your letter, m8kes me 

C c 4 " a player, 
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CH A P.J" a player, and yourfelf a looker on: And me a player or 
XLIII. r r h I B · ;'---v---J" my own game, 10 you may 1ee more t an : ut gtve 
159&. " me leave to tell you, that fince you do but fee, and I 

" do fuffer, I mufi of neceffity feel more than you d," 

THIS fpirited letter was ihown by Eilex to his friends; 

and they were fo imprudent as to difperfe copies of it: 

·Yet notwithftanding this additional provocation, the 

queen 's partiality was fo prevalent, that £he reinfiated 

him in his former favour; and her kindnefs to him ap· 
peared rather to have acquired new force from this fhort 

interval of anger and refentment. The death of Burleigh) 

his antagonifr, which happened about the fame time, 

4th Aug. kemed to enfure him confiant poffeffion of the queen's 

confidence; and nothing indeed but his own indifcretion 

could thenceforth have ihaken his well-efiabliihed credit. 

Lord Burleigh died in an advanced age; and by a rare 

fortune, was equally regretted by his fovereign and the 

people. He had rifen gradually, from fmall beginnings, 

by the mere force of merit; and though his authority 

was never entirely abfolute, or uncontrouled with the 

queen, he was frill, during the courfe of near forty 

years, regarded as her principal minifter. None of her 

other inclinations or affections could ever overcome her 

confidence in fo ufeful a counfellor; and as he had had 

the generofity or good fenfe to pay affiduous court to her, 

during her fifi:er's reign, when it was dangerous to appear 

her friend, lhe thought herfelf bound in gratitude, when 

fhe mounted the throne, to perfevere iO: her attachments 

to him. He feems not to have polfelfed any fhining 

talents of addrefs, eloquence, or imagination; and was 

chiefly diftinguifhed by fo]idity of underftanding, probity 

of manners, and macfatigable application in bufinefs: 

Virtues, which, if they do not always enable a man to 
attain high fiations, do CLrtain1y qualify him befr for fillin~ 

d See note [UJ at the end of the volume, 
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them. Of all the queen's minifrers he alone left a confi- c H A P. 

derable fortune to his pofrerity; a fortune not acquired~~ 
by rapine or oppreffion, but gained by the regular profits 15~8. 
of his offices, and preferved by frugality. 

'I'HE lafi aB: of this able minifrcr wa-;. the concluding 8th Aug. 

of a new treaty with the Dutch; who, after being, in fome 
meafure, deferred by the king of France, were glad to 
prefervc the queen's alliance, by fubmitting to any terms 
which t'he pleafed to require of them, The debt, which 

they owed her, was novv fettled at eight hundred thoufand 
pounds: Of this fum they agreed to pay, during the war, 
thirty thoufand pounds a-year; and thefe payments were 
to continue till four hundred thoufand pounds of the debt 

fuould be extin 0 uifl1ed. They engaged alfo, during the 
time that Enc~,l and lhould continue the war with Spain, 
to pay the garrifons of the cautionary towns. They Ri
pulated, that, if Spain !hould invade England, or the 
lfle of Wighr, or Jerfey, or Scilly, they {hould affifr 

her with a body of five thoufand foot, and five hundred 
horfe; and that in cafe !he undertook any naval arma-

ment againfr Spain, they !hould join an equal number 
of iliips to hers e . By this treaty the queen was cafed 
of an annual charge of a hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds. 

SooN after the death of Burleigh, the queen, who 

regretted extremely the lofs of fo wife and faithful a mi

nifier, was informed of the death of her c1pit:1l enemy, 
Philip II. who, after languiihing under many infirmities, 
expired in an advanced age at Madrid. This haughty 
prince, defirous of an accommodation with his revolted 
fubjeB:s in the Netherlands, but difdaining to make in his 
own name the conceffions neceffary for that purpofe, had 
transferred to his daughter, married to archduke Albert, 

\ 

e Rymer, vol , ~vi. p. 3~0· 
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c H A P. the title to the Low Country provinces; but as it was 

~not expeCted, that this princefs could have pofierity, and 

l 598. as the reverfion, on failure of her iffue, was ftill referved 

to the crown of Spain, the States confidered this deed 

only as the change of a name, and they perfifred with 

equal obftinacy in their refiftance to the Spanilh arms. 

The other powers alfo of Europe made no difiinCl:ion be. 

tween the courts of Bruffels and Madrid; and the fecret 

oppofition of France, as well as of the avowed efforts of 

England, ~ontinued to operate againft the progrefs of 

.f\lbert, as it had done againft t~at of Phili{>• 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

State of Ireland--9:yrone' s rebellion-.-Eifex fent 
over to Ireland--flis illfuccefs--Returns to 

England.-- Is difgraced -His intrigues
His infurreftion--His trial and execution

french alfairs--JIIfountjoy's fuccefs in Irela;zd 

--Defeat of the Spaniards and lrijh--A par

liament--Cfyrone's fubmijjion-~ueen's fick

nefs-And death--And charafter. 

T HOUGH the dominion of the Englifh over Ireland c H A P; 

had been feemingly efiabliihed above four centuries,~ 
it may fafe]y be affirmed, that their authority had hither- I599· 

to been little more than nominal. The Irifh princes and Stateoflre

nobles, divided among themfelves, readily paid the exte- land, 

rior marks of obeifance to a power which they were not 
able to refifi; but, as no durable force was ever keeped 
on foot to retain them in their duty, they relapfed frill 
into their former fiate of indepcndance. Too weak to 
introduce order and obedience among the rude inhabi-
tants, the Englifu authority was yet fufficient to check 
the growth of any cntcrprizing genius among the natives: 
And thou2h it could beftow no true form of civil govern
ment, it was able to prevent the rife of any fuch form, 
from the internal combination or policy of the lrifu a. 

MosT of the Englifu infiitutions likewife, by which 
that ifland was governed~ were to the laft degree abfurd, 
~nd fuch as no ftate before had ever thought of, for pre
ferving dominion over its conquered provinces. 
I • 

ll Sir J. Davies, p. 5, €1 71 &~. 

7 THE 
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c H A P. 'THE Engli!h nation, all on fire for the project of fub. 
XLIV. d . F . .n. h [c {i r. h ft ~ mrg ranee, a prOJCl-L, w o e ucce1s was t e mo . 

l5S9· impobable, and would to them have proved the mofi: 

perricious ; neglcCl:cd all other entcrprizes, to which 

thei· fituation fo fi:rongly invited them, and which, in 

timt, would have brought them an acceffion of riches, 

gra1deur, and fecurity. The fmall army, which they 

mai1tained in Ireland, they never fupplied regularly with 

pay; and as no money could be levied on the ifland, 

whch poffeffed none, they gave their foldiers the privi

le~€ of free quarter upon the natives. Rapine and info

len<e infhmed the hatred, which prevailed between the 

corquerors and the conquered: Want of fecurity among 

the lrilh, intrJducing defpair, nourifhed frill more the 

flon, natural to that uncultivated people. 

]UT the Engliili carried farther their ill-judged tyranny. 

Inflead of inviting the Iriili to adopt the more civilized 

cufoms of their conquerors, they even refu fed, though 

eanefily folicited, to communicate to them the privilege 

of neir laws, and every where marked them out as aliens 

and as enemies. Thrown out of the proteCtion of jufiice, 

thenatives could find no fecurity bL.Jt in fo._rce; and flying 

theneighbourhood of cities, which they could not ap

prOLch with fafety, they fheltered themfelves in their 

maJ1hcs and forefis from the infolence of their inhuman 

maters. Being treated like wild beafi:s, they became 

fuc1; and joining the ardor of revenge to their yet un· 

tarred barbarity, they grew every day more intractable 

and more dangerous b. 

j,s the Englilh princes deemed the conque.!t of the dif .. 

pertd lrifh tv be more the objeB: of time and p:ttience 

thal the fource of military glory, they willingly delegate~ 
tha1 office to private adventurers, who, inliHing foldiers 

e~ ·heir own charge, reduced provinces of thi\t iflam~, 
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which they converted to their own profit. Sepante ju- c H A P. 

XLIV, rifdiCl:ions and principalities were efiablilhed by thefc lord- "---y---J 

ly conquerors: The power of peace and war was aflimed: 1599· 

Military law was exercifed over the Irifh, whom thq fub-

dued, and, by degrees, over the Englilh, by wh<fe af-
fifiance they conquered : And, after their authoritr had 
once taken root, deeming the Englilh infiitutiors lefs 
favourable to barbarous dominion, they degenerate) into 
mere Irilh, and abandoned the garb, language, mamers, 
and laws of their mother country c. 

BY all this imprudent conduct of England, the mtives 
of its dependant fiate remained frill in that abject mndi
tion, into which the northern and wefiern parts oi Eu
rope were funk, before they received civility and fa very 
from the refined policy and irrefifrible bravery of lame. 
Even at the end of the fixteenth century, when every 
chrifi:ian nation was cultivating with ardour every civil 
art of life, that ifland, lying in a temperate climate, en
joying a fertile foil, acceilible in its fituation, poffef:ed of 
innumerable harbours, was fril1, notwithfranding thcfe 
advantages, inhabited by a people, whofe cufrom: .and 
manners approached nearer thofe of favages than of bar
barians d, 

As the rudenefs and ignorance of the Iri{h wer: ex
treme, they were funk below the reach of that curofity 
and love of novelty, by which every other people in Eu

rope had been feized at the beginning of that cen:ury, 
and which had engaged them in innovations and reli~ious 
difputes, with which they were frill fo violently aginted. 
The ancient fuperfiition, the practices and obfcrv<nce3 
of their fathers, mingled and polluted with many wild 
opinions, frill maintaiued an unlhaken empire over tlcm; 
and t?e example alone of the Englifh was fuffi~iert to 

c Sir J. D.~ vies, p. I 33, I 34, &c, 
Ireland, throughout, 

4 See Spencer's accomt of 
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c H A P. render the reformation odious to the prejudiced and dif.J 

~contented Irifh. The ~ld oppofition of manners, laws; 

1599• and intereft was now mflamed by religious antipathy; 
and the fubduing and civilizing of that country feemed 

to become every day more difficult and more impraB:i-

cable. 
THE animofity againft the Engli!h was carried fo far 

by the Iri!h, that, in an irtfurreB:ion, raifed by two fons 

of the earl of Clanricarde, they put to the fword all the 

inhabitants of the town of Athenry, though Iri!h; be· 

caufe they began to conform themfclves to Englifu cuf· 

toms, and had embraced a more civilized form of life, 

than had been praetifed by their ancefrors d. 

THE ufual revenue of Ireland amounted only to fix 
tboufand pounds a-year e : The queen, though with 
much repining r, commonly added twenty thoufand more, 

which fhe remitted from England : And with this fmall 
revenue, a body of a thoufand men was fupporteJ, which, 

on extraordinary emergencies, \vas augmented to two 
thoufand g. No wonder that a force; fo difproportioned 

to the objeCt, infread of fubduing a mutinous kingdom, 

ferved rather to provoke the natives, and to excite 

thofe frequent infurrections, which frill farther inflamed 
the animofity between the two nations, and encreafed 

the diforders, to which the Iri1h were naturally fub-

jecr. 
IN 1560, Shan O'Neale, or the great O'Neale, as the 

Irifu called him, bccaufe head of that potent clan, raifed 

a rebellion in Ulfier; but after fome fkirmifhes, he was 

received into favour, upon his fubmiffion, and his pro· 
mifc of a more dutiful behaviour for the future h. This 
impunity tempted him to undertake a new infurretlion in 

d Camden, p. 457• e Memoirs of tbe Sidneys, vol. i. p. g6, 

f Cox, p. 341.. Sidney, vol, i. p. 85. z~o. g Camden, p. 54z. 

Si.:1ney, \·ol. i . p. 65 . IO!)· 183, 184. h Camden, P• 385. 391• 

xs67; 
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t567; but being pulhed by Sir Henry Sidney, lord de- C fl A P. 

puty, he retreated into Clandeboy, and rather than fub-~ 
mit to the Englilh, he put himfelf into the hands of fome 1599· 

Scottilh iflanders, who commonly infefted thofe parts by 
their incurfions. The Scots, who retained a quarrel 
againft him on account of former injuries, violated the 
laws of hofpitality, ana murdered .him at a fefiival, to 
which they had invited him. He. was a man equally 
noted for his pride, his violence, his debaucheries, and 
his hatred of the Englifh nation. He is faid to have put 
fome of liis followers to death, becaufe they endeavoured 
to introduce the ufe of bread after the Engliih falhion i. 
Though fo violent an enemy to luxury, he was extremely 

additled to riot ; and was accufiomed, after his intem-
perance had thrown him into a fever, to plunge his body 
into mire, that he might allay the flame, which he had 
raifed by former excefies k• Such was the life led by this 

haughty barbarian, who fcorned the title of the earl of 
Tyrone, which Elizabeth intended to have refiored to 
him, and who affumed the rank and appellation of king of 
Ulfl:er. He ufed alfo to fay, that, though the queen was 
his fovereign lady, he never made peace with her but at 
h~r feeking 1• 

SIR HENRY SIDNEY was one of the wifeft and moft 
active governors that Ireland had enjoyed for feveral 
reigns m ; and he poffeffed his authority eleven years; 
during which, he ftruggled with many difficulties, 
and made fome progrefs in repreffing thofe diforders, 
which had become inveterate among the people. The 

earl of Defmond, in 1569, gave him difturbance, from 
the hereditary animofity, which prevailed between that 
nobleman and the earl of Ormond, defcended from the 
Qnly family, efiabli!hcd in Ireland, that had ftedd.ily 

i Camden, p. 409. 

l !bid, P• 3Zio 

k Ibid. p. 409. Cox, p. 3'4• 
m Cox, p. 350, 

maintained 
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c H A P. maintained its loyalty to the Englilh crown n. The ear1 
XLIV. f Th d . d b 11' . c ~ o omon , m 1570, attempte a re e ton m on-

•599· naught, but was obliged to fly into France, before his 

l' 
defigns were ripe for execution. Stukely, another fugi

tive, found fuch credit with the pope, Gregory the XIIIth, 

that he flattered that pontiff with the profpeCl: of making 

his nephew, Buon Compagno, king of Ireland; and as 

if this project had already taken effect, he accepted the 

title of marq uifs of Leinfier from the new fovereign °, 
He paired next into Spain; and after having received 

much encouragement and great rewards from Philip, 

who intended to employ him as an inflrument in difl:urb

ing Elizabeth, he was found to poffefs too little in· 

tereO: for executing thofe high promifes, which he had 

made to that monarch. He retired into Portugal; and 

following the fortunes of Don Sebaflian, he periilied with 

l that gallant prince in his bold but unfortunate expedition 

againfr the Moors. 

LoRD GRAY, after fome interval, fucceeded to the go

vernment of Ireland; and, in 1579, fuppreffed a new re

bellion of the earl of Defmond, though fupported by a 

body of Spaniards and Italians. The rebellion of the 

Bourks followed a few years after; occafioned by the frriB: 
and equitable adminifi:ration of Sir Richard Bingham, go

vernor of C.pnnaught, who endeavoured to reprefs the 

tyranny of the chieftains over their vaffals P. The queen, 

finding Ire! and fo burthenfome to her, tried feveral ex

pedients for reducing it to a flate of greater order and 

fubmiffion. She encouraged the earl of Effex, father to 

that nobleman, who was afterwards her favourite, to 

attempt the fubduing and planting of Clandeboy, Ferny, 

and oth:r territories, part of fome late forfeitures: But 

that enterprize proved unfortunate; and Effex died of a 

n Camden, p. 424, 
P Stowe, P• 72.0. 

0 Ibid. p. 430. Cox, r• 354• 

difl:cmper, 
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clitlcmper, occafioned, as is fuppofed, by the vexation,c H A P. 

which he had conceived, from his di.appointments. An ~~Y·. , 
univc.. fity was founded in Dublin with a view of intra- 1599· 

ducing arts and learning into that kingdom, and civiliz-
ing the uncultivated mJnners of the inhaJ:tants q. But 
the mofi unhappy expedient, employed in the government 
of Ireland, was that made ufe of in 158 5, by Sir John 
Perrot, at that time lord deputy: He put arms into the 

hands of the hilli inhabitants of Ulfier, in order to enable 
them, without the affifiance of the government, to rcprefs 
the incurfions of the Scottifh i!l.lnders, by which thefc 
parts were much infefted r. At the fame time, the invi-

tations of Philip, joined to their zeal for the catholic 
reli6ion, engaged many of the gentry to ferve in the 
Low Country wars; and thus Ireland, Leing provided 
with officers and foldiers, with difcipline and arms, be-

came formidable to the Engliili, and was thenceforth 
able to maintain a more regular war againfi her ancient 
m afters. 

HuoH O'NEALE, nephew to Shan O'Nea1c, had Tyrone's 

been raifed by the queen to the dignicy of earl of Tyrone; rebellion. 

but having murdered his coufin, fon of that rebel, and 
being acknowledged head of his clan, he preferred the 
pride of barbarous licence and dominion to the plcafures 
of opulence and tranquillity, and he fomented all thofe 
diforders, by which he hoped to weaken or overturn the 
Englifh government. He was noted for the vices of per-
fidy and cruelty, fo common among uncultivated nations; 
and was alfo eminent for courage, a virtue, which their 

diforderly courfe of life rcq uires, and which not\.vith

ftanditig, being lefs fupported by the principle of hot our, 
is commonly more precarious among them, than among 
a civilized people. Tyrone, actuated by this fpirit, 
fecretly fomented the difcontet;ts of the 1V1a uircs, Odon-

q Camden, p. 566. 

V 1 •• V. Dd IleL 
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c H A P. nels, O'Rourks, Macmahons, and other rebels; yet. 
~ trufiing to the influence of his deceitful oaths and pro-

1599. feffions, he put himfelf into the hands of Sir William 
Rufl'el, who, in the year I 594, was fent over deputy 
to Ireland. Contrary to the advice and protefiation of 
Sir Henry Bagnal, marlhal of the army, he was difmi[ed; 
and returning to his own country, he embraced the refo

lution of raifing an open rebellion, and. of relying no 

longer on the lenity_ or inexperience of the Englifh go
vernment. He entered into a orrefpondence with Spain: 
He procured thence a fupply of arms and ammunition: 

And having united all the Irilh chieftains in a dependance 

upon himfelf, he began to be regarded as a formidable 

enemy. 
'I'I-IE native Iri!h were fo poor, that their country 

afforded few other commodities than cattle and oatmear, 
which were eafily concealed or driven away on the ap

proach of the enemy ; and as Elizabeth was averfe to 
the expence requifite for fupporting her armies, the 
:Englifh found much difficulty in puihing their advan
tages, and in puriuing the rebels into the bogs, woods, 
~nd other fafineffes, to which they retreated. Thefe 

motives rend!!red Sir John Norris, who commanded the 
Englifh army, the more willing to hearken to any pro· 

pofals of truce or accommodation made him by Tyrone; 
and after the war was fpun out by thefe artifices for fame 
years, that gallant Englilhman, finding that he had been 
de.ceived by treacherous promifes, and that he had per
formed nothing worthy of his ancient reputation, was 

fcizcd with a langui!hing difiemper, and died of vexation 
at d difcontent. Sir Henry Bagnal, who fucceeded him 
in the command, was frill more unfortunate. As he ad
van~'"'ed to relieve the fort of Black-water befie<Yed by the , b 

rebels, he was furrounded in difadvantageous ground; 

his foldiers, dif,ouraged by part of the1r powder's acci-
. dentally 
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tlentally taking fire, were put to flight; and, tho~h the c H A P. 
r.. 11. db M XLIV. purxu1t was uoppe y ontacute, who commanded the~ 

Englilh horfe, fifteen hundred men, together with the ts99· 

general himfelf, were· left dead upon the fpot. This 
viCl:ory, fo unufual to the lriih, rouzed their coutage, 

fupplied them with .arms and ammunition, and raifed 
the reputation of Tyrone, who r.ffumed the charaCl:er 
of the deliverer of his country, and patron of Irilh 
]iberty s. 

THE Engliil1 council were now fcnfible, that the re
bellion of Ireland was come to a dangerous head, and 
that the former temporizing arts, of granting truces and 
pacification to the rebels, and of allowing them to pur
chafe pardons by refigning part of rhe plunder, acquired 
during their infurreetion; ferved onJy to encourage the 
fpirit of mutiny and diforder among them. It was there
fore refolved to pufh the war by more vigorous meafures; 
and the queen cafr her eye on Charles Blount, lord 
Mountjoy, as a man, who, though hitherto Jefs accuf
tomed to arms than to boob and literature, was endowed; 
1he thought, with talents equal to the undt"·ta1:ing 
But the young earl of Effex, ambitious of fame, at1d 
defirous of obtaining this government for himfelf, op
pofed the choice of /\1ountjoy; and reprefented the ne
ceffity of appointing, for that important employment, 
fome perfon more experienced in war than this nobleman, 
more pracHfed in bufincfs, and of higher quality and 
reputation. By this defcription, he was underfrood to 
tnean himfe}ft; and no fooner was his defire known, than 

his enemies, even more zealoufly than his friends, con
fpired to gratify his willies. Many of his friends thought, 
that he never ought to confent, except for a lhort time, to 
accept of any employment, which mufr r~move him from 

' Cor P• 415, t Bacon, vol. iv, p. 51a. 

D :z 
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c . H A P. court, and prevent him from cultivating that perfonal 

~inclination, which the queen fo vifibly bore him u. His 

1599. enemies hoped, that if, by his abience, ilie had once 

leifure to forget the charms of his perfon and converfa

tion, his impatient and lofty demeanor would foon dif

gull: a princcfs, who ufually exaCl:ed fuch profound fub· 

million and implicit obedience from all her fervants. 

But Effcx was incapable of entering ipto fuch cautious 

views; and even Elizabeth, who was extremely defirous 

of fubduing the lri!h rebels, and who was much prepof· 

fefft:d in favour of Effex's genius, readily agreed to ap-

.Eifcx frnt point him governor of Ireland, by the title of lord 
over to Ire- lieutenant. The more to encourage him in his under
lanJ. 

taking, fue granted him by his patent more extenfive 

authority than had ever before been conferred on any 

lieutenant; the power of carrying on or finilhing the war 

as he pleafed, of pardoning the rebels, and of filling all 

the mofr confiderable employments of the kingdom lr. 

And to enfure him of fuccefs, ilie levied a numerous army 

of fixteen thoufand foot and thirteen hundred horfe, 

which lhe afterwards augmented to twenty thoufand 

foot and two thoufand horfe: A force, which, it was 

apprehended, would be able, in one campaign, to over

whelm the rebels, and make an entire conquefr of Ireland. 

Nor did Effex's enemies, the earl of Nottingham, Sir Ro

bert Cecil, Sir.Walter Raleigh, and lord Cobham, throw 

any obfracles in the way of thefe preparations ; but hoped 

that the higher the queen's expectations of fuccefs were 

raifed, the more difficult it would be for the event to 

correfpond to them. In a like view, they rather feconded 

than oppofed, thofe exalted encomiums, which Effex's 

numerous and fanguine friends difperfed, of his high 

genius, of his elegant endowments, his heroic cou

rage, his unbounded· generofity, and his noble birth; nor 

u Cabala, p. 79• x Rymcr, tom, xvi, P• 366. 
were 
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were they difpleafed to obferve that paffionate fondnefs, c H A P • 

.. which the pecple every where cxprelfed for this nobleman.~ 
Thefe artful politicians had fl:udied his character; and 15~9· 
finding, that his open and undaunted fpirit, if taught 
temper and referve from oppofition, mufl: become invin-
cible, they refolved rather to give full breath to thofe 
fails, which were already too much expanded, and to 

pufh him upon dangers, of which he fcemed to make 
fuch fmall account Y. And the better to make advan-

tage of his indifcretions, fpies were fLt upon all his 
actions and even expreffions; and his vehement fpirit, 

which, while he was in the midfr of the court and envi-
roned by his rivals, was unacquainted with difguife, 
cculd not fail, after he thought himfelf furrounded by 
none but friends, to give a pretence for malignant fu(J)i-
cions and confl:ruCl:ions. 

EssEx left London in the month of March, attended 
with the acclamations of the populace; and what did him 

more honour, accompanied by a numerous train of nobi
lity and gentry, who, from affection to his perfon, had 
attached themfelves to his fortunes, and fought fame and 

military experience under fo renowned a commander. 

The firfr aB: of authority, which he exercifed, after his 
arrival in Ireland, was an indifcretion, but of the gene
rous kind; and in both thefe refpeCls, fuitable to his 

charaCter. He appointed his intimate friend, the earl of 
Southampton, general of the horfe; a nobleman, who 

had incurred the queen's difpleafure, by fecretly marrying 
without her confent, and whom !he had therefore enjoined 
Effcx not to employ in any command under him. She · 
no fooner heard of this inftance of difobedience than fhe 
reprimanded him, and ordered him to recal his commif
fion to Southampton. But Effex, who had imagined, 
that fomc reafons, which he oppofed to her firft injunc-

y Camden. Oiborne, p. 37t. 
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c H A P tions, had fatisfied her, had the imprudence to remon-
XLIV. . . 

"-v---J fl:rate againfr thcfc fecond orders 2 ; and 1t was not t1ll 
1 599• 11~~ r~,, erated her commands, that he could be prevailed 

on to r]ifplace his friend. 

His ill fuc
tefs, 

Ess '-x, on his landing at Dublin, cle:ibcratcd with 
the Irifh council, concerning the proper methods of 
carrying on the war againfi the rebels; ~nd here he was 
guilty of a capit~l error, which was the ruin of his en

terprize, He had always, while in England, blamed 
the condutl: of former con1rn:mders, who artfully pro
tracted the war, who hari:lffed their troops in fma11 en

terprizes, and who, by agreeing to truces and temporary 
pacifications with the rebels, had given them leifure to 

recruit their broken forces a. In conformity to thefe 
view1:;, he had ever infifted upon leading his forces imme
diat'e1y into UIQer againfr Tyrone, the chief enemy; 
41nd his inilruB:ions had been drawn agreeably to thefe 
his declared refolutions. But the lrilh counfellors 

perfuaded him, that the feafon Wt!S too early for the 
~nterprize, and that, as the moraffes, in which the 
northern Irifh ufually lheltered thcmfclves, would not, 
as yet, be paffable to the Eng1i1h forces, it would be 
better to employ the prcfcnt time in an expedition into 
Munfier. T'heir fecret reafon for this advice was, that 
many of them poffcffed efiates in that province, and were 
cldirous to have the enemy diflodged from their ncigh
bo~rhood b: But the fame felfifu fpirit, which had in-· 
duced them to give this counfel, made them foon after 
difown it, when they found t{le bad confequences, with 

which it was attended c. 

EssE~ obliged all the rebels of l\1unfier either to fub
m"it or to fly into the neighbouring provinces: But as 

-z Birch'sMemchs, vol.ii.p.42.T.4~r. :: I-il.p.43l· Bacon, 
·01. iv .. P• 512.. b B.1ch's l\t!cmoirs, vol. i1. p • .;48, ' Win-

,...c:Jd, v~l. i. r· 110· 
the 



ELIZABETH. 

the Tri£h, from the greatnefs of the queen's preparations, C H A P. 

had concluded, that lhe intended to reduce them to total~ 
fubjetl:ion, or even utterly to exterminate them, they con- 1599• . 

fidered their defence as a common caufe; and the Englifh 
forces were no fooner withdrawn, than the inhabitants of 
Munfier relapfed into rebellion, and renewed their con 
federacy with their other countrymen. The army, mean-
while, by the fatigue of long and tedious marches, and by 
the influence of the climate, was become fickly; and on 
its return to Dublin, about the middle of Julx, · was 
furprizingly diminifued in number. The courage of the 
foldicrs was even much abated: For though they had 
prevailed in fome ldfer enterpnzes, againfi lord Cahir 
and others; yet had they fometimes met with more flout 
refifiance than they expeCted from the Irilh, whom they 
were wont to defpife; and as they were raw troops and 
unexperienced, a confiderable body of them had been put 
to flight at the Glins, by an inferior number of the ene-
my. Effex was fo enraged at this mifbehaviour, that 
he cafhiered all the officers, and decimated the private 
men d• But this att of feverity, though neceffary, 
had intimidated the foldiers, and encreafed their averfion 
to the fervice. 

THE queen was extremely difgufted, when fhe heard, 
that fo confiderable a part of the feafon was confumed in 
thefe frivolous enterprizes; and was frill more furprized, 
that Effex perfevered in the fame praCl.ice, which he had 
fo much condemned in others, and which he knew to be 
fo much contrary to her purpofe and intention. That 
nobleman, in order to give his troops leifure to recruit 
from their ficknefs and fatigue, left the main army in 
quarters, and marched with a fmall body, of .fifteen 
hundred men, into the county of Ophelie againfi: the 
O'Connors and O'.l\llores, whom he forced to a fubmif .. 

fion: 
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c H A P • .fi0n: But, on his return to Dublin, he found the army. 
XLIV. d' . ·rt d l h h E ]'{} '·--v-- fo much lffili111Ile , t 1at e wrote to t e ng : 1 coun~ 

J.:S9 · cil an account of its condition, and informed· them, 

th.1t, if he did not immediately receive a reinforcement 

of tvvo thou far d men, it would be impoffiblc for him this 

c:lfon to attempt any thing againfi Tyrone. Th~t there 
might be no pretence for farther inatl:ivity, the queen 

immediately fcnt over the number demanded e; and 

Efl'tx began at lafr to affemble his forces for the expedi

tion into Ulfier. The army was fo averfe to th:s enter

prize, and fo terrified with the reputation of Tyrone, 
that many of them counterfeited ficknefs, many of them 

def(!rted f; and Effex found, that, after leaving the necef

fary garrifons, he could fcarcely lead four thoufand men 

againfr the rebels. He marched, however, with' this 

fma11 army; but \vas foon fenfible, that, in fo advanced 

a feafon, it would be impofiible for him to effeCt: any 

thi 1g againfr an enemy, who, though fuperior in num
ber, was determined to avoid every decifive aCtion. He 
hearkened therefore, to a meffage fent him by Tyrone, 
who defired a conference; and a place, near the two 

·camps, was appointed for that purpofe. The generals 
met without any of their attendants, and a river ran be

tween them, into which Tyrone entered to the depth of 
his faddle: But Effcx flood on the oppofite bank. After 
half an hour's conference, w' ere Tyrone behaved with 

great fubmiffion to the lord lieutenant, a cc-ffation of 
arms was concluded to the firfi of l'vlay, renewable 
from fix weeks to fix weeks; but which might be 
broken ofF by either party .upon a fortnight's warningg. 

Efi~x alfo received from Tyrone propofals for a peace, 

in which that rebel had in!erted many unreafon.ab'e and 
~xorbitant conditions: A-nd there appeared afterwards 

c Birch's ·M~moirs, vol. ii. p. 430. Cox, p. 421. f Sydney's 

~e:ters~ vol, ii. p. J 121 II 3• ~ ~bid. p. u 5~ 
fame 
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(ome rcafon to fufpeCl:, that he had here commenced a C H A P. 
11.''' b] r. l . h h h XLIV. very unjunlha e corr 1p0n( ence wit t e enemy • ~ 

So unexpected an ifiue of an cntcrprize, the greatdl: 1599. 

~md moll expenfive that Elizabeth had ever undertaken, 

provoked her extremely again:ft Etiex; and this difgufl: 
was much augmented by other circum!bnces of that 
Iwblcman's conJucr. He wrote many letters to the 
queen and council, full of peevtfh and impatient expref-
fions; complaining of his enemies, lamenting that their 
calumnies lhould be believed again£1: him, and difco-
vering fymptoms of a mind, equally haughty and difcon-
tented. She took care to inform him of her diffatisfac-
tion ; but con1manded him to remain in Ircl.:md till far-
ther orders. 

EssEx heard at once of Elizabeth's anger, and of 

promotion of his enemy, Sir Robert Cecil, to the office 

of mafier of the wards, an office to which he himfelf 

~fpired: And dreading, that, if he remained any longer 
abfent, the queen would be totally alienated from him, 
he hafiily embraced a refolution, which, he knew, had 
once fucceeded with the earl of Leicefier, the former 
favourite of Elizabeth. Leicefier, being informed, while 

~n the Low Countries, that his mifirefs was extremely 

difpleafed with his cpnducr, difobeyed her orders by 

coming over to England; and having pacified her by 
~is prefence, by his apologi s, and by his Battery and 
infinuation, difappointed all the expeCtations of his ene-

mies i, Effex, therefore, weighing more the fimilarity Returns ttt 

of circumfiances than the difference of charaCter between England, 

himfelf and Leicefi:er, immediate} y fet out for England ; 

and making fpeedy journeys, he arrived at court before 
any one was in the leafr apprized of his intentions k. 

'fhough befmearcd with dirt and fweat, he hafr~ncd up 

h \Vinwood, vol. i. p. 307, State Trials. 
537• i Birch's Memoirs, vol. it. p 453• 

I 

Bacon, vol. iv. p. 514. 535• 
k WiDVI?Od, vol. j, r· 118. 
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c H A P. frairs to the prefence chamber, thence to the privy cham

~ ber; nor fropped till he was in the queen's bed-chamber, 
J599· who was neyvly rifen, and was fitting with her hair about 

her face. He threw himfelf on his knees, kiffed her hand, 
and had fome private conference with her; where he was 

fo gracioufly received, that, on his departure, he was 
heard to exprefs great fatisfaCl:ion, and to thank God, 
that, though he had fuffered much trouble and many 
fiorms abroad, he found a fweet calm at home J. 

BuT this placability of Eli abeth was merely the re
fult of her , furprifc, and of the momentary fatisfatlion, 

which fue felt on the fudden and unexpected appearance 
of her favourite: After fue had leifure for recolletlion, 

all his faults recurred to her; and lhe thought it necef
fary, by fome fcvere difcipline, to fubdue that haughty 
imperious fpirit, who, prefuming on her partiality, had 
pretended to domineer in her councils, to engrofs all 
her favour, and to aCl:, in the mofl: important affairs, 
without regard to her orders and infi:ruCl:ions. When 

ls difgraced. Effex waited on her in the afcerncon, he fo:.~nd her 
extr ... nely altered in her carriage towards him: She 
ordered him to be confined to his chamber; to be 
twice examined by the council; and though his anfwers 
were calm and fubmiffive, fhe committed him to the 
cufl:ody of lord keeper Egcrton, and held him fcquefter
ed from all company, even from that of his countefs, 
nor was fo much as the intercourfe of letters permit
ted between them. EKex dropped many expreffions of 
humiiiation and forrow, none of rcfentment: He pro· 
fe!fed, ~.n entire fubmiffion to the queen's will: De
clared his intention of r'et~ring into the country, and 
of leading thenceforth a private life, remote from courts 
and bufi'iefs: But though he affetled to be fo entirely 
cured of his afpiring ambition, the vexation of this dif-

1 Syd ey's Letters) vol. ii. f• 127,. 

~ppointment, 
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appointment, and of the triumph gained by his enemies, c H A P. 

preyed upon his haughty fpirit, a' cl he fell into a di!:cm-~ 
per, which feemed to put his li c in danger. 1599· 

THE queen had always declared to all the world, and 
even to the earl himfelf, that the purpofe of her feverity 
was to correct, not to ruin him m; and when fhe heard 

of hi~ ficknefs, !he was not a little alarmed with his 
fituation. She ord~red eight phyficians of the bell: repu
tation and experience to confult of his cafe; and being 
informed, that the iflue was much to be apprehended, fhe 
fent Dr. Jamcs to him with fome broth, and defired that 

phyfician to deliver him a meffage, which fhe probably 
deemed of !l:ill greater virtue; that, if fhe thought fuch a 
fiep confifient with her honour, 1he would hcrfelf par 
him a vifit. The byfianders, who carefully obferved her 
countenance, remarked, that, in pronouncing thcfe words, 
her eyes were fuffufed with tears n. 

WHEN thcfe fymptoms of the queen's returning af
feCl:ion towards Effex were known, they gave a fenfible 
alarm to the faCtion, whi h hau decL1red their oppofition 
to him. Sir Waiter R'1leigh, in particular, the mofr 
violent as well as the mofl: ambitious of his enemies, was 
fo afFected with the appearance of this fudden revolution, 
that he was feized with fickncfs in his turn ; and the 

queen was obliged to apply the fame falve to his wound, 

and to fend him a favourable meffage, expre.ffing her de
fire of his recovery 0

• 

THE medicine, which the queen adminifiercd to thcfe I6oo. 

afpiring rivals, was fuccefsful with both; and Eifex, 
being now allowed the company of his countefs, and 
having entertained more promifing hopes of his future 

fortunes, was fo much refiored in his health, as to be 

m Birch's Memoirs, p 444, 445· 
~ Syclney Letter•, vol. ii. p. J 5 l. 

Sydney Lrtttors, vol. ii p. 196. 
0 Ibid. P• I 39• 
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c R A P. thought pafl: danger. A belief was in!l:illed into Eliza .. 
XllV . d"il. h d b . 1 t:. . ~ · beth, that h1s In. mper a ~en entrre y counterJeit, m 
Icoo. order to move her compaffion P; and £he relapfed into her 

former rigour againfr him. He wrote her a letter, and 
fcnt her a rich prcfent on New- Year's day; as was ufual 
with the court~ers at that time : She read the letter, but 
rejeCted the prcfent q. After fome interval, however, of 
feverity, !he allowed him to retire to his own houfe: 
And though he remained frill under cu!l:ody, and was fe

quefiered from all company, he was fo grateful for this 
mark of lenity, that he fent her a letter of thanks on the 

occafion. " This farther degree of goodnefs," faid he, 
" cloth found in my car~, as if your majefi:y fpake thefe 
" words, Die not, EJ!ex; for though I punijb thine offence, 
" and humble thee for thy good, yet will I one day he ferved 
" again by thee. l\1 y pro!hate foul makes this anfwer: I 
" hope for tbat bltjfed day. And in expectation of it, all 
" my affliCtions of body and mind are humbly, patiently, 
" and chea1fully borne by mer." The countcfs of Effex, 
daughter of Sir ,rancis W alfingham, poffeffi d, as well as 
her hufband, a refined tafl:e in literature; and the chief 
confolation which Efiex enjoyed, during this period of 
anxiety and expeCtation, confi!l:ed in her company, and in 
reading with her thofe infiructive and entertaining au

thors, which, even during the time of his greatefr pro
fperi ty, he had never en trrcl y neglected. 

THERE were feveral incidents, which kept alive the 

qucen's anger again!l: Effex. Every account which ilie 

received from Ireland, convinced her more and more of 

his mifconduCl: in that government, and of the infigni
ficant purpofes, to which he had employed fo much 
forC"c and treafure. Tyrone, fo far from being quelled, 
had thought proper, in lefs than three months, to break 

P Sydney Letters, vol. ii. p. J Sl• 
~ Birch's Memoirs, p. 444• 
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·the truce; and joining with O'DoneJ, and other rebels, C H A P. 

had over-run almofr the whole kingdom. He boafred, ~ 
that he was certain of receiving a fupply of men, money, 16oo. 

and arms from Spain: He pretended to be champion of the 
catholic religion: And he openly exulted in the prcfcnt of 
a phrenix plume, which the pope, Clement V 111. in order 
to encourage him in the profecution of fo good a caufe, 
had confecrated, and had conferred upon him s. The 
queen, that lhe might check his progrefs, returned to her 
former intention, of appointing Mountjoy lord-deputy; 
and though that nobleman, who was an intimate friend 
of Effex, and defired his return to the government of 
Ireland, did at firfr very earnefi:Iy excufc himfelf, on 
account of his bad Hate of health, fhe obliged him to 

accept of the employment. Mountjoy found the i.lland 
almofr in a defperate condition ; but being a man of 
capacity and vigour, he was fo little d1fcouraged, that he 
immediately advanced againft Tyrone in UI!t~r. He pe-

netrated into the heart of that country, the chief feat of 
the rebels: He fortified Derry and .l\t1ount-Norris, in 
order to bridle the Irilh : He chaced them from the field, 
and obliged them to take lhelter in the \Voods and mo-
raffes: He employed, with equal fuccefs, Sir Georgc 
Carew in Munfier : And by thefe promifing enterprizes, 
he gave new life to the queen's authority in that ifland. 

As the comparifon of Mountjoy's adminifrration with 
that of Effcx, contributed to alienate Elizabeth from her 
favourite, lhe received additional difgufl: from the parti
ality of the people, who, prepoffelfed with an extravagant 
idea of Effex's merit, complained of the injufiice done 
him by his removal from court, and by his confinement. 
Libels were fecretly difperfcd againfi Cecil and Raleigh, 
and all his enemies: And his popularity, which wai , 

always great, fecmed rather to be encreafed than dirni-

s Can:den, p. 617. 

nilhcd 
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c H A P. nHhed by his misfortunes. Elizabeth, in order to jufiify 

~to the public her conduct with regard to him, had often 

16.co. eX.t? .... ffpd her intentions of having him tried in tLe Star-
chamber for his offences : But her tetHlernefs for him 

prevailed at laft over her fevcrity ; and {he was contented 
to have him only examincJ by the privy-council. The 

attorney- t,eneral, Coke, opened the caufe agait fl: him; 
and trea~ed him with the cruelty and infolcnce, which 

that great lawyer ufually exercifed ,,gmnfi the unfortu

nate. He difplayed in the ftrongeft colours, all the 
faults committed by Effex in his adminifl:ration of Ire

land : His making Southampton general of the horfe, 

contrary to the q ueen's inj unClions; his deferting the 

Cll.lterprize againft Tyrone, and marching to Leinfl:er and 
Munfier; his conferring knighthood on too many per
fans; his fccret conference with Tyrone; and his fudden 

return from Ireland, in contempt of her majefiy's com

mands. He-alfo exaggerated the indignity of the condi

tions, whicH Tyrone had been allowed to propofe; odious 

and abominable COR.ditions, faid he; a public toleration 
of an idolatrous religion, pardon for himfelf and every 

traitor in Ireland, and full refiitution of lands and pof

feffions to all of them r. The folicitor-general, Fleming; 

infificd upon the wretched fituation, in which the earl 

had left that kingdom; and Francis, fon of Sir Nicholas 
Blcon, who had been lord-keeper in the beginning of 

the prcfent reign, clofed the charge with difplaying the 
undutiful cxpreffions contained in fome letters written by 
the earl. 

EssEx, "vhen he came to plead in his own defence, 
renounced, with great fubmiffion and humility, all pre• 
tenfions to an apology~ ; and declared his refo'lution 

never, on this or any other occafion, to have any conteft 

t Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii, p. 449· 
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with his fovereign. He faid, that, having fevered him- c H A P. 

felf from the world, and abjured all fentiments of ambi-. XL~,:_, 
tion, he had no fcruple to confefs every failing or error, 16co. 

into which his youth, folly, or manifold infirmities 
might have betrayed him; that his inward forrow for his 
offences againft her majefty was fo profound, that it ex-
ceeded all his outward croffes and affiitl:ions, nor had he 

any fcruple of fubmitting to a public confeffion of what-
ever the had been pleafed to impute to him; that, in his 
acknowledgments, he retained only one referve, which 
he never would relinquiih but with his life, the affertion 

of a loyal and unpolluted heart, of an unfeigned alfetl:ion, . 
of an earneft defire ever to perform to her majefiy the 

beft fervice which his poor abilities would permit; and 
that, if this fentiment were allowed -.by the council, he 
willingly acquiefced in any condemnation or fentence 
which they could pronounce againft him. This fubmif-
fion was uttered with fo much eloquence, and in fo pa-
thetic a manner, that it drew tears from many of the 
audience x. All the privy-counfellors, in giving their 
judgment, made no fcruple of doing the earl juftice

1 

with regard to the loyalty of his intentions. Even Cecil
1 

whom he believed his capital enemy, treated him with 
regard and humanity. And the fentcnce pronounced by 
the Lord keeper, (to which the council a.!fented) was iu 
thefe words. " If this caufe," faid he, " had been 
" heard in the Star-Chamber, my fentence muft have 
" been for as great a fine as ever was fet upon any man's 
" head in that court, together with perpetual confine-
" ment in that _prifon, which belongeth to a man of his 
'' quality, the Tower. But fince we are HOW in another 
" place, and in a courfe of favour, my cenfure i:>, that 
" the earl of Effex is not to execute the office of a coun-
" fellor, nor that of earl marth l of England, nor of 

x S;:~ney Letters~ •ol. ii. p. :eo, ~01 . 

" mafier 
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C H A P. " mafter of the ordnance; and to retur"n to his OWrl 

~" houfe, there to continue a prifoner, till it fhall pleafe 

16oo. " her majefiy to releafe this and all the refl: of his fen

" tence ." The earl of Cumberland made a flight 

orpofi tion to thi s fente nce; and faid, that, if he thought 

it w ould fbnd, he would have required a little more 

time to deliberate; that he deemed it fomewhat fevere; 

and that any commander .in chief might eafily incur a 

like penalty. But, however, added he, in confidence of 

h er maj efty's mercy, I agree with the reH. The earl of 

\ Vorccfier delivered his opinion in a couple of Latiri 

vcrfes; importing, that, where the Gods are offended, 

even misfortunes ought to be imputed as crimes, and 

that accident is no excufe for tranfgreffions againfr the 

Divinity. 
BACON, fo much difiinguifued afterwards by his high 

offices, artd fr ill more by his profound genius for the 

fciences, was nearly allied to the Cecil family, being 

nephew to lord Burleigh, and coufin-german to the fecre

tary: But notwithfl:anding his extraordinary talents, he 

had met with fo little proteCtion from his powerful rela

tions, that he had not yet obtained any preferment in the 

law, which was his profeffion. But Effex, who could 

difiinguifh merit, and who paffionately loved it, had 

entered into an intimate friendfhip with Bacon; had zea

loufly attempted, though without fuccefs, to procure him 

the office of folicitor-general; and in order to comfort 

his friend under the difappointment, had conferred ort 

him a prelent of land to the value of eighteen hundred 

pounds z. The public could ill excufe Bacon's appear

ance before the council, againfr fo munificent a benefac.! 

tor; though he aCted in obedience to the queen's com

mands~ But :!he was fo well pleafcd with his behaviours 

Y Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p, 454• Camder., p. 62.6, 6z7. 
z Cabala, p. 78. 
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that fhe impofed on him a new tafk, of drawing a narra- C H A P. 
. . . • 

1
. XLIV. t1ve of that day's proceedmgs, m order to fattsfy the pub IC '-v--1 

of the j ufiice and lenity of her cond ucr. Bacon, who 16oo. 

wanted firmnefs of charaCler, more than human1ty, gave 
to the whole tranfaB:ion the mofl: favourable turn for 

Effex; and, in particular, painted out, in elaborate ex-
preffion, the dutiful fubmiffion, which that nobleman 
difcovered in the defence that he made for his conduCt. 
When he read the paper to her, lhe fmiled at that paf-
fage, and obferved to Bacon, that old love, lhe faw, 
could not eafily be forgotten. He replied, that he hoped 
fhe meant that of herfeJfa. 

ALL the world, indeed, expected, that Eifex would 
foon be reinfrated in his former credit o; perhaps, as is 
ufual in reconcilements founded on inclination, would 
acquire an additional afcendant over the queen, and after 
all his difgraces, would again appear more a favourite 
than ever. They were confirmed in this hope, when 
they faw, that, though he was frill prohibited from ap
pearing at court e, he was continued in his office of mafier 
of horfe, and was refiored to his ltberty, and that all his 
friends had accefs to him. Effex himfelf feemed deter
mined to perfevere in that conduCt, which had hitherto 
been fo fuccefsful, and which the queen, by all this dif
cipline, had endeavoured to render habitual to him : He 
wrote to her, that he kiffed her majefiy's hands, and the 
rod with which lhe had corrected bim ; but that he could 
never recover his wonted chearfulnefs, till .the deigned to 
admit him to that prefence, which had ever been the 
chief fource of his happinefs and enjoyment: And that 
he had now refolved to make amends for his pafr errors, 
to retire into a country folitudc, and fay with Nebuchad
nezzar, " Let my dwelling be with the beafis of the 

a Cabala, p. 83. b Winwood, vol. i. p. 254. 
c Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 46-;t, 
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c H A P. " field; let me eat grafs as an ox, and be wet with the 
~" dew of heaven ; till it £hall plea fe the queen to refiore 

16oo, " me to my underfianding." The queen was much 

pleafcd with thefe fentirnents, and replied, that fbe hear· 

tily wifhed his aB:ions might correfpond with his expref
fions ; that he had tried her patience a long time, and it 
was but fitting £he iliould now make forne experiment of 
his fubmiffion; that her father would never have pardoned 
fo much obfiinacy; but that, if the furna-ce of affiitl:ion 
produced fuch good effe8:s, fhe fuould ever after have the 
better opinion of her chernifiry d. 

His in-
tf"igues. 

~~HE earl of Effex poffe.fft:d a monopoly of fweet wines; 
and as his patent was near expiring, he patiently expeB:ed 
that the queen would renew it, and he confidered this 
event as the critical circumfiance of his life, which would 
determine whether he could ever hope to be reinfhted in 
credit and authority e . But Elizabeth, though gracious 
in her deportment, was of a temper fomewhat haughty 

and fevere; and being continually furrounded with Ef .. 
fcx's enemies, means were found to perfuade her, that 
his lofty fpirit was not yet fufficiently fubdued, and that 
he m:Jft undergo this farther trial, before he could again 
be fafe!y received into favour. She therefore denied his 
req uefi:; and even added, in a contemptuous fiile, that an 
ungovernable bea!l: mufi: be fiinted in his provender r. 

THIS rigour, pullied one ftep too far, proved the final 
ruin of this young nobleman, and was the fource of infi
nite forrow and vc.tCation to the queen herfelf. Effex, 
who had with great difficulty fo long fubdued his proud 
fpirit,. and whofe patience was now exhaufi:ed, imagining 

. that the queen was entirely inexorable, burft at once all 
refiraints of fubmiffion and of prudence, and determined 
to feek relief, by proceeding to the utmofi extremities 

d Camden, p. 62.8. 
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again{l: his enemies. Even during his greatefi favour he c H A P. 
11. ' • • XLIV. had ever been accuuomed to carry matters wtth a h1gh "-v---J 

hand towards his fovereign; and as this ?racticc gratified t6oo. 

his own temper, and was fometimes fuccefsful, he had 
imprudently imagined, that it was the only proper me-
thod of managing her g: But being now reduced to dcfpJir, 
he gave entire reins to his violent difpofition, and threw 
off all appearance of duty and refpcCl:. Intoxicated 
with the public favour, which he already poffefied, he 
practifed anew c •cry art of popularity; and endeavoured 
to cncreafc the general good-will by a hofpitable manner 
of life, little fuited to his fituation and circutnfiances. 
His former employments had given him great connections 
with men of the military profeffion ; and he now enter-
tained, by additional carelfcs and civilities, a friend.thip 
with all defperatc adventurers, whofe attachment, he 
hoped, might, in his prefent views, prove ferviccable to 
him. He fecretly courted the confidence of the catho-
lics; but his chief trull: lay in the puritans, whom he 
openly carcffed, and whofe manners he feemed to have 
entirely adopted. He engaged the moll celebrated preach-
ers of that feet to re fort to Effex-houfe; he had daily 
prayers and fermons in his family; and he invited all the 
zealots in London to attend thofe pious exercifes. Such 
was the difpofttion now beginning to prevail among the 
Engliih, that, infiead of feafiing and public fpeCl:acles, 
the methods anciently praClifed to gain the populace, 
nothing (o effetl:ually ingratiated an ambitious leader with 
the public, as thefe fanatical entertainments. And as the 
puritanical preachers frequently inculcated in their fer-
mons the doctrine of refifiance to the civil magifhate, 
they prepared the minds of their hearers for thofe feditious 
projects, which Effex was fecretly meditating h. 

g Cabala, P• 79• 
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C H A P. BuT the greate!l: imprudence of this nobleman pro-
XLIV. d . ' r. f h' b h' h h \....--v----1 cee ed from tne opennc1s o IS temper, y w 1c e was· 

t6co. ill qualified to fuccced in fuch difficult and dangerous 

enterprizcs. He indulged himfclf in great liberties of 

fpeecfl, and was even heard to fay of the queen, that !he 

was now grown an old woman, and was become as 

crooked in her minJ as in her body i. Some court ladies, 

whofe favours Effex had formerly neglected, carried her 

thefe :ftories, and incenfed her to a high degree againil: 

him. Elizabeth was ever remarkably jealous on this 

head; and thoug h f11e was now approaching to her feven

tieth year, fhc allowed her courtiers k and even foreign 

ambaffadors ', to compliment her upon her beauty; nor 

had all her good fe11fe been able to cure her of this pre-

poD:crous v:mity m. 

THE-RE was alfo an expedient employed by Eifex, 

which, if poffible, was more provoking to the queen than 

thofc farcafms on her age and deformity; and that was, 

his fccret applications to the king of Scots, her heir and 

fucc:effor. 'rhat prince had this year very narrowly 

efcapcd a dangerous, though ill fom~cd, confpiracy of the 

earl of Go wry ; and even his deliverance was attended 

with this difagreeable circumfiance, that the obfiinate 

eccld!afiics pcrfitl:ed, in fpite of the mo:ft incontefiible 

evidence, to maintain to his face, that there had been no 

fuch confpiracy. James, hardl(!d 'vVith his turbulent and 

factious fubjccb, cafl: a wilhful eye to the fucceffion of 

England; and in proportion as the queen advanced in 

year:;, his defirc cncrcafcd of mounting thJt throne, on 

which, bcfides acquiring a great addition of power and 

fplendor, he hoped to govern a people, fo much more 

i Camden, 1'· 6z9. O!borne, p. 397· Sir V/alter Raleigh's Pruogativo 

of par i1ment, p. ~3· k Bt: c. 's M mo:rs, vol. ii. p. 441, 443· 
1 Sydney's Let ten, vol. i:. p. I/ 1. m .lee note [KK J at the end-

of the volum~. 

tractable 
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.. ·aCl:ab]e and fubmiffive. He negociatcd with all the c H A P. 

courts of Europe, in order to enfure himfelf friends and~ 
partizans : He even neglected not the court of Rome and t6:o. 

that of Spain; and though he engaged himfe]f in no pcfi .. 
t~ve promife, he flattered the carholics with hopes, that, 
in the event of his fucceffion, they might expect fome 
more liberty than was at prefent indulged them. Eliza-
beth was the only fovereign in Europe to whom he never 
dared to mention his right of fucceffion: He knew, that, 
though her advanced age might now invite her to think 
of fixing an heir to the crown, fhe never could bear the 
profpeB: of her own death without horror, and was deter-
mined frill to retain him, and all other competitors, in an 
entire dependance upon her. 

EssEx was defcended by females from the royal fa
mily; and fome of his fanguine partizans had been fo 
imprudent as to mention his name among thofe of other 
pretenders to tl'e crown; but the earl took care, by means 
of Henry Lee, whom he fecretly fent into Scotland, to 
affure Jame~ , that, fo far from entertaining fuch ambi
tious views, he was determined to ufe every expedient for 
extorting an immediate declaration in favour of that mo

narch's right of fucceffion. ] ames willingly hearkened to 

this propofal; but did not approve of the violent methods 
which Effex intended to employ. Effex had communi
cated his fcheme to 1\!Iountjoy, deputy of Ireland; at.d 
as no man ever commanded more the cordial affeB:ion 

and attachment of his friends, he had even engaged a per
fan of that virtue and prudence to entertain thoughts of 
bringing over part of his army into England, and of 
forcing the queen to declare the king of Scots her fuccef- • 
for n. And fuch was Elfcx's impatient ardour, that, 
though J ames declined this dangerous expedient, he frill 
ndeavourcd to perfuade Mountjoy not to defi.ll from the 

n Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii, p. 471, 

E e 3 project: 
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c H A P . project: But the deputy, who thought that fuch violence, 
XLIV. . b d d . . Jl·fi bl h . 

t..--v---J though it mtght e pru ent, an even JUHI a e, w en 

16co. fupported by a fovereign prince, next heir to the crown, 

would be rafh and criminal, if attempted by fubjeBs, ab· 

folutely refufed his concurrence. The correfpondence, 

however, between EITex: and the court of Scotland was 

Hi:l cundu8:ed with great fc.crecy and cordiality ; and that 

noL1 em an, beG des conciliating the favour of J ames, re

prcfcn~cJ ali his own adverfarics as enemies to that prince's 

f'lr.cdEon, and as men entirely devoted to the interefts 

of Sra!n, and partizans of the chimerical title of the In

fanta. 
TnE Infanta and the archduke, Albert, had made fome 

ad vanccs to the queen for peace ; and Boulogne, as a 
neutral town, was chofen for the place of conference. 

Sir Henry Nevil, the Englifh rc!ident in France, Herbert, 

Edmondes, and Beale, were fent thither as ambaffadors 

from England; and negociated with Zuniga, Carillo, 

16th May. Richardot, and Verheiken, minifiers of Spain and the 
archduke: :But the conferences were foon broken off, by 
difputes with regard to the ceremonial. Among the 

European fi:ates England had ever been allowed the pre

cedency above Cafi:ile, Arragon, Portugal, and the other 

kingdoms, of which the Spanilh monarchy was compofed; 

and Elizabeth infiiled, that this ancient right was not loft 

on account of the junCtion of thefe fiates, and that that 

monarchy, in its prefent !ituation, though it furpaffed the 

Englilh in extent, as well as in P'?Wer, could not be com

pared with it in point of antiquity, the only durable and 
regular foundation of precedency among kingdoms as 

well as noble families. That !he might !hew, however, 

a pacific difpo!ition, !he was content to yield to an equa

lity; but the Spani{h minilters, as their nation had al

ways difputed precedency even with France, to which 

England yielded, would proceed no farther in the confe .. 
rence, 
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rence, till their fuperiority of rank were acknowledged o. C H A P. 

D . , . r h' b . . . h XLIV. unng t11c preparations 10r t ts a orttve negoc1at10n, t e -.,....._,j 

earl of Nottingham, the admiral, lord Buckhurft, trea- I5oo. 

furer, and fecrctary Cecil, had difcovered their inc1ination 
to peace; but as the Engliih nation, fluihed with fucccfs, 
and fanguine in their hopes of plunder and conq uefi-, were 
jn general averfe to that meafure, it was eafy for a perfon 
fo popular as Effex, to infufe into the multitude an opi-
nion, that thefe minifiers had facrificed the intercfl:s of 
their country to Spain, and would even make no fcruple 
-of rcc.::iving a fovereign from that hofiile n:1tio:1. 

BuT Effex, not content with thefe arts for decrying t6ot. 

his advcrf.uies, proceeded to concert more violent me-
thods of ruining them; chiefly inftigated by Cuffe, his 
fecretary, a man of a bold and arrogant fpirit, vvho had 
acquired a great afcendant over his patron. A feleCl: 
council of malcontents was formed, who commonly met 
at Drury-houfe, and were compcfed of Sir Charles 
Davers, to whom the houfe belor.ged, the earl of South
ampton, Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Sir Chrifiopher Blount, 
Sir John Davies, and John Littleton; and Effex, who 
boafi:ed, that he had a hundred ~nd twenty barons, 
knights, and gcntlerr.en of note, at his devotion, and who 
trufi:ed frill more to his authority with the populace, 
communicated to his affociates thofe fecret defigns with 

which his confidence in fo po\~·erful a party had in-
fpired him. Among other criminal projeCts, the refult 
of blind rage and delilair, he deliberated with them con
cerning the method of taking arms; and afked their 
opinion whether he had befr begin with feizing the pa-
lace or the Tower, or fet out with making himfelf mafier 
at once of both places. The firft enterprize being pre-
ferred, a method was concerted for executing it. It was 

o Winwood's Memorials, vol. i, P• 186-1.2.6, 

Ee4 agreed, 
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c H A P. ao·reed, that Sir Chriflopher Blount, with a choice de~ 
~ t;chment, iliould poffefs himfelf of the palace gates; that 

. •_6or. Davies {hould fcize the hall, Davers, the guard-chamber, 
H1s 1n u r- . 
reChvn. and prefence-chamber; and that Effex fuould ruili m 

from the l\1 cu le, attended by a body of his partizans; 
fhould entreat the q uccn, with all demonfirations of hu
mility, to rcmcwe his enemies; fuould oblige her to 
affemble a parliament; and 1hould with common con
fent fettle a new plan of government q. 

7 th F~b. WHILE thefc defperate projects were in agitation, 
many reafons of fufpicion were carried to the queen; 
and fhc fent Robcrt Sacvil1e, fon of the treafurer, to 
~ {f~x-houfe, on pretence of a vifit, but, in reality, with 

) a view of difcovering whether there were in that place 
any unufual concourfe of people, or any extraordinary 
preparations, which might threaten an infurretl:ion. Soon 
after~ Effex received a fummons to attend the council, 
which met at the treafurer's houfe; and while he was 
mufing on this circumfl:ance, and comparing it Vl\ith the 
late unexpeCled vifit from Sacville, a private note was 
conveyed to him, by which he was warned to provide for 
his own fafety. He concluded, that all his confpiracy 
was difcovcrcd, at lcafi fufpected ; and that the eafiefl: 
puni!hment which he had rcafon to apprehend, was a 
new and more fevere confinement : He therefore excufed 
himfelf to the council on pretence of an indifpofition; 
and he immediately difpatched me:lfages to his more inti
mate confederates, requefiing their advice and affifiance in 
the prefent critical fituation of his affairs. They delibe
rated, whether they lhould abandon all their projetl:s, and 
fly the kingdom; or infiantly feize the palace with the 
force which they could aflemble; or rely upon the af
feCtions of the citizens, who were generally known to 

! Camden, P• 630, Birch's Mt:moirs, vol. ii, P• 464. State. Trials. 
B:.wn, vol. iv. p. 542, 543• 

have 
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have a great attachme'nt to the earl. Elfex declared C H A P. 

againfl: the firfr expedient, and profelfed himfelf deter-~ 
mined to undergo any fate rather than fubmit to live t6oJ. 

the life of a fugitive. To feize the palace feemed im
pratl:icable without more preparations; efpecially as the 
queen feemed now aware of their projects, and, as they 
heard, had ufed the precaution of doubling her ordinary 
guards. There remained, therefore, no expedient but 
that of betaking themfelves to the city; and while the 

prudence and feafibility of this rcfolution was under de-
bate, a perfon arrived, who, as if he had received a 
commiffion for the purpofe, gave them alfurancc of the 
afFeB:ions of the Londoners, and affirmed, that they might 
fecurely refl: any projeB: on that foundation. The popu-
larity of Elfex had chiefly buoyed him up in all his vain 
undertakings; and he fondly imagined, that, with no 
other affi!l:ance than the good will of the multitude, he 
might overturn Elizabeth's government, confirmed by 
time, revered for wifdom, fupported by vigour, and con-
curring with the general fentiments of the nation. The 
wild projetl: of railing the city was immediately refolved 
on; the execution of it was delayed till next day; and 
emiffaries were difpatched to a1l E{[ex's friends, inform-
ing them that Cobham and Raleigh had laid fchemes 
againfl: his life, and entreating their prefence and af-
fi!l:ance. 

NEXT day, there appeared at Effex-houfe the earls of 8th Feb, 

Southampton and Rutland, the lords Sandys and Moot-
eagle, with about three hundred gentlemen of good qua-
lity and fortune; and Effex informed them of the dan-
ger, to which, he pretended, the machinations of his 
enemies expofed him. To fome, he faid, that he would 
throw himfelf at the queen's feet, and crave her juftice 
and protection: To others, he boa!l:ed of his interefr in 
the city, and affirmed, that, whatever might happen, 

this 
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c B A P.this refource could never fail him. The queen was in

~ formed of thefe defigns, by means of intelligence, con-

J(iot. veyed, as is fuppofcd, to Raleigh, by Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges; and having ordereJ the magifrrates of London 

to keep the citizens in readinefs, lhe fent Egerton, lord 

keeper, to Eifex-houfe, with the earl of Worcefrer, Sir 

Wi1liam Knollys, controller, and Popham, chief jufiice, 

in order to learn the caufe of thefe unufual commotions. 

They were with difficulty admitted through a wicket; 

but all their fcrvants were excluded, except the purfe

bearer. After fome altercation, in which they charged 

Eifex's retainers, upon their allegiance, to lay down their 

arms, and were menaced in their turn by the angry mul

titude, who furrounded them, the earl, who found, that 

matters were pafi: recal, tefolved to leave them prifoners 

in his houfe, and to proceed to the execution of his former 

project. He fallied forth with about two hundred attend

ants, armed only with walking fwords; and in his paffage 

to the city was joined by the earl of Bedford and lord 

Cromwel. He cried aloud, For the queen I for the quem! 
a plot is laid for my life ; and then proceeded to the houfe 
of Smith the fberiff, on whofe aid he had great reliance. 

The citizens flocked about him in amazement; but 
though he told them, that England was fold to the In

fanta, and exhorted them to arm infi:antly, otherwife they 

could not do him any fervice, no one 1howed a .difpofi

tion to join him. The lheriff, on the earl's approach to 

his houfe, fiole out at the back door, and made the beft 

of his way to the mayor. Efiex, meanwhile, obferving 

the coldnefs of the citizens, and hearing, that he was 

proclaimed a traitor by the earl of Cumberland and lord 

Burleigh, began to defpair of fuccefs, and thought of 
retreating to his own houfe. He found the frreets in his 

panage barricadoed and guarded by the citizens under the 

command of Sir John Levifon. In his attempt to force 
his 
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his way, Tracy, a young gentleman, to whom he bore C H A P. 
XLIV. 

great friendlh!p, was killed, with two or three of the "---y--1 

Londoners; and the earl himfelf, attended by a few of ~6or. 

his partizans {for the greater part began fecret1y to with-

~raw t~cmfelves) retired toFards the river, and taking 

boat, arrived at Effex- houfe. He there found, that 

Gorges, whom he had fent bcfor~ to capitulate with the 

lord keeper and the other counfellors, had given all of 

them their liberty, and had gone to court with them . 

.fie was now reduced to defp:::ir; and appeared determined, 

in profecution of lord Sandys' advice, to defend himfelf 

to the laft extremity, and rather to peri!h, like a brave 

!Dan, with his fword in his hand, than bafely by the 

hands of the executioner: But after fome parley, and 

- after demanding in vain, fidl: hofiages, then conditions, 

from the befiegers, he furrendered .:t difcretion; re~ 
quefiing only civil treatment, and a fair and impartial 

hearingq. 
THE queen, who, during all this commotion, had rqth Feb. 

b h d · h ·11· d r · ·fHis trial. e ave w1t as great tranqut 1ty an 1ecunty, as 1 

there had only paffed a fray in the firects, in which :lhe 
was nowife concerned r, foon gave orders for the trial of 

the mofl: confiderable of the criminals. The earls of 
Effex and Southampton were arraigned before a jury of 

twenty-five peers, where Buckhurfi aB:ed as lord fieward. 

The guilt of the prifoners was too apparent to admit of 

any doubt; and, befides the infurr~etion known to every 

body, the treafonab1e conferences at Drury-houfe were 

proved by undoubted evidence. Sir Ferdinando Gorges 

was produced in court: The confeffions of the earl of 

Rutland, of the lords Cromwel; Sandys, and Monteagle, 

of Davers, Blount, and Davies, were only read to the 

peers, according to the pratl:ice of that age. Effex's beft 

'l Camden, p. 63'l.. r Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. P• 469. 

friends 
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c H A P. friends were fcandalized at his affurmce in infifl:ing fa 
XLIV. fi . J h" . d 1 d r. f h" . ~ po 1t1ve y on 1s mnocence, an t 1e too ne1s o IS In· 

:~6or. tentions; and fiill more at his vindisrive difpofition, in 
accufing, without any appearance cf reafon, fecretary 
Cecil as a partizan of the Infanta's tirle. The fecretary, 

who had expeEI:ed this charge, frepped into the court, 
and challenged Effex to produce his a1thority, which, on 
examination, was found extremely weak and frivolous s. 

When fentence was pronounced, Effex fpokc like a man 
who expected nothing but death: But he added, that he 
fhould be forry, if he were reprefent~d to the queen as 

a perfon that defpifed her clemency; though he fhould 
not, he believed, make any cringing fubmiffions to ob
tain it. Southampton's behaviour vas more mild and 
fubmiffive: He entreated the good o.flices of the peers in 
fo modefr and becoming a manner, a~ excited compaffion 

in every one. 
THE mofi remarkable circumfiance in Effex's trial w.:1s 

Bacon's appearance againfi: him. H~ was none of the 
crown lawyers; fo was not obliged b).- his office to affift 
at this trial : Yet did he not fcrupk in order to obtain 
the queen's favour, to be aCl:ive in bcreaving of life his 
friend and patron, whofe generofity le had often expe

rienced. He compared Effex's conduit, in pretending to 

fear the attempts of his adverfaries, tothat of Pififiratus, 
the Athenian, who cut and wounded 1js own body; and 
making the people believe, that his enemies had com
mitted the violence, obtained a guard for his perfon, by 
whofe affifta•ce he afterwards fubdued the liberties of his 

country. 

AFTER E!fex had paffed fome days n the folitude and 
IJe!leCl:ions of a prifon, his proud hetrt was at lafi fub
dued, not by the fear of death, but bf the fentiments of 

~ Bacon, vol. iv. p. 530. 

religion~ 
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religion; a princi>le, which he had before attempted to C H A P. 

k h . 11 f h" b" . b h" h XLIV. ma e t e mururrent o 1s am 1t10n, ut w 1c now "--v--J 
took a more firm hold of his mind, and prevailed over 16ot. 

every other moti\e and confideration. His fpiritual di-
reB:ors per!"uaded him, that he never could obtain the 
p:udon of Heaven unlefs he made a full confeffion of his 
difloyalty ; and ht gave in to the council an account of 
all his criminal ddigns, as well as of his correfpondence 
with the king oJ Scots. He fpared not even his moft 
intimate friends, fuch as lord ~.1ountjoy, whom he had 
engaged in thefc :onfpiracies; and he fought to pacify 
his prefent remore, by making fuch atonements, as, in 
any other period of his life, he would have deemed more 
blameable than twfe attempts themfel ves, which were 
the objeCts of his penitence r. Sir Harry N evil, in par-
ticular, a man of merit, he accufed of a correfpondence 
with the confpirabrs; though it appears, that this gen-
tleman had never affented to the propofals made him, and 
was no farther crrninal than . in not revealing the earl's 
treafon ; an office to which every man of honour natu-
rally bears the fbongefr reluCl:ancc 11

• Nevil was thrown 
into prifon, and mderwent a feverc perfecution: But as 
the queen found Vlountjoy an able and fuccef:,ful com-
mander, fhe contnued him in his government, and facri-
ficed her refentme1t to the public fervice. 

ELIZABETH a&Cl:ed extremely the praife of clemency; 
and in every greal example, which ihe had made during 
her reign, ihe had always appeared full of reluCtance and 
belitation : But tle prefent fituation of Effex called forth 
all her tender afrttions, and kept her in the mofr real 
agitation and irreolution. She felt a perpetual combat 
between refentme1t and inclination, pride and compaf
fion, the care of her own fafety and concern for her 
favourite; and ha- fituation, during this interval, was 

' Winwood1 vol i. p. 300, u Ibid. vu!. i, p. 30:11 

per ha~ 
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,c H A P. perhaps more an object of pity, than that to which Effex 
~ himfelf was reduced. She figned the warrant for his 

16o1. execution; fne countermanded it; lhe again refolved on 
his death ; fhe felt a new return of tendernefs. Effex's 
enemies told her, that he himfelf defired to die, and had 
affured her, that :fhe could never be in fafety while he 
lived: It is likely, that this proof of penitence and of 
concern for her would produce a contrary effeCt: to what 
they intended, and would revive all the fond affeCtion, 
which lhe had fo long indulged towards the unhappy 
prifoner. But what chiefly hardened her heart againll 
him was his fuppofed obfiinacy, in never making, as 
fhe hourly expeCted, any application to her for mercy; 
and fhe finally gave her confent to his execution. 
He difcovered at his death fymptoms rather of peni
tence and piety than of fear; and willingly acknow
ledged the jufiice of the fentence by which he fuffered. 
The execution was private in the Tower, agreeably to 

2.5th Feb • 
.And exe- his own requeft. He was apprehenfive, he faid, left the 
tion. favour and compaffion of the people would too much 

raife his heart in thofe moments, when humiliation under 
the affiicting hand of Heaven was the only proper fenti· 
ment, which he could indulge x. And the queen, no 
doubt, thought that prudence required the removing of 
fo melancholy a fpetl:acle from the public eye. Sir 
Waiter Raleigh, who came to the Tower on purpofe, 
and who beheld Effex's execution from a window, en
creafed much by this action the general hatred, under 
which he already laboured: It was thought, that his foie 
intention was to feafi: his eyes with the death of an 
enemy; and no apology, which he could make for fo 
ungenerous a conduct, could be accepted by the public. 
The cruelty and animofity, with which he urged on 

x Dr. Barlow's fermon on Etlh's execution. Bacon, vol. iv. p 534· 

Effex's 
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Effex's fate, even when Cecil relented v, were frill re- c H A P. 
XLIV. 

garded as the principles of this unmanly behaviour. ~ 

THE earl of Effex was but thirty-four years of age, 16o1. 

when his ralhnefs, imprudence, and violence brought him 

to this untimely end. We mufi: here, as in many other 

infrances, lament the inconfi:ancy of human nature, that 

a perfon endowed with fo many noble virtues, gcnerofity, 
fincerity, friendlhip, valour, eloquence, and indufrry, 
fhould, in the later period of his life, have given reins to 

his _ungovernable paffions, and involved, not only him-
felf, but many of his friends, in u.tter ruin. The queen's 
tendernefs and paffion for him, as ;t was the caufe of 
thofe premature honours, which he attained, feems on the 
whole, the chief circumfrance, which brought on his un-
happy fate. Confident of her partiality towards him, as 
well as of his own merit, he treated her with a haughtinefs~ 
which neither her love nor her dignity could bear; and 

as her amorous inclinations, in fo advanced an age, would 
naturally make her appear ridiculous, if not odious, in 
his eyes, he was engaged, by an imprudent opennefs, of 

which he made profeffion, to difcover too eafily thofe fen

timents to her. The many reconciliations and returns 
of affetl:ion, of which he had frill made advantage, in-
duced him to venture on new provocations, till he pufhed 
her beyond all bounds of patience; and he forgot, that 
though the fentiments of the woman were ever :lhong in 
her, thofe of the fovereign had ftill in the end appeared 

predominant. 
SoME of Efrex's affociates, Cuffe, Davers; Blount, 

Meric, and Davis, were tried and condemned, and all of 

thefe, except Davis, were executed. The queen par

doned the refr; being perfuaded that they were drawn in 

merely from their friendlhip to that nobleman, and their 

c;are of his fafety; and were ignorant of the more crimi-

Y Murdin1 P• 1IIe 

nal 
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c H A P. nal part of h is intentions. Southampton's life was faved 
XLlV 1 b h d . d . . r d . ~with great difficu ty; ut e was ctame m pnton unng 
t6o1 . the remainder of this reign. 

THE k ing of Scots, apprehenfive lefr his correfpond

ence w ith Eifex might have been difcovered, and have 
given ofFence to Elizabeth, fent the earl of Marre and 
lord Kinlofs as ambaffadors to England, in order to con
g ratulate the queen on her efcape from the late infurrec4 

tion and confpiracy. 1""'hey were alfo ordered to make 
fecret enquiry, whether any meafures had been taken by 

her for excluding him from the fucceffion, as well as to 

difcover the inclinations of the chief nobility and coun
fellors, in cafe of the queen 's demifez. They found the 

difpofitions of men as favourable as they could wilh; and 
they even entered into a correfpondence with fecretary 
CeciJ, whofe influence, after the fall of Eflex, was now 
uncontrouled a, and who was refolved, by this policy, to 

acquire, in time, the confidence of the fuccelfor. He 

knew how jealous Elizabeth ever was of her authority, 
and he therefore carefully concealed from her his attach· 

ment to James: But he afterwards alfertcd, that nothing 

could be more advantageous to her, than this correfpond

ence; becaufe the king of Scots, fecure of mounting the 

throne by his undoubted title, aided by thofe conneB:ions 
with the Englith minifhy, was the lefs likely to give any 
dilturbance to the prefent fovereign. He alfo perfuaded 

that prince to remain in quiet, and patiently to expeCt, 
that time lhould open to · him the inheritance of the 
crown, without puihing his friends on defperate enter
prizes, which would totally incapacitate them from [erv· 
ing him. James's equity, as well as his natural facility 
of difpofition, eafily inclined him to embrace that refolu 4 

tion b; and in this manner the minds of the Englifh were 

z Birch's Memcirs, vol. ii, P• 510i 

b Spotfwood, P• 471, 47:1. 

iilently, 
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. lteiltly, but uni\'erfalJv di/pofed to admit~ v.r!thout oppo- C H A P. 1 · XLIV. 
fition, the fucceffion of the Scotti!h tine : The death of.._---...,_....) 
Effex, by putting an end to fatl:ior., h:Hl been r;aher fa- t6ot. 

vourable than prejudicial to that great event. 
THE French kin~, who \Vas little prepoffeifed in f.-

vour of James, and who, for obvious re,1!on~, was aver(e 
to the union of England :1nd Scotland c, m<~.dc his am-

baffador drop fome hints t~ Cecil of Henr) 's wi11ingnef:'> 
to concur in any meafure for dif.1ppuintin~ the h9pcs of 
the Scottifh monarch ; but as Cecil £bowed an entire dif
approbation of fuch fchemes, the cou~t of France took 
no farther fieps in that matter; and thus, the only foreign 
power, which coulJ give much difl:urbance to Jame5's 

fucceffion, was induced to acquiefce in it d. Henry macle French af"' 

a journey this fummcr to Calais; and the queen; ~!Je:uing fa:rs. 

of his intentions, went to Dover, in hopes of having a 
perfonal interview with a rr.onarch, whom, of all others, 
fhe mofl: 10\·ed and mofi refpeEted. !he king of Franc~, 

who felt the farr:e fentiments towards her, would glaclly 
have accepted of the propofal; but as many di.fficui ties 
occurred, it appeared neceffary to ]ay afide, by commo 1 

confent, the projeCt of an interview. Elizabeth, how-
ever wrote fucceffively two letters to Henry, one by Ed
mondes; another by Sir Robert Sydney? in which ilie 
exprefied a defire of conferring, about a bufinefs of ir.:1-

portance, \Vith fome minifier in whom that prince rcpof:d 
entire confidence. The marquefs of Rofni, the king'q 
favourite and prime mini!'rer, came to Dover in di!guifc; 
and the .l\1emoirs of that able ftatcfman contain a f~ll 
account of his conference with Elizabeth. ,...fllis prin-
cefs bad formed a fcheme for dhbliihinf;, in conjunElion 
with Henry, a new fyftem in Europe, and of f..·ing; a 
durable balance of power, by the ereaion of ne~·; fiat s 
on the ruins of the houte of Aufiria. She had even L~e 

c Winw!'lod, vol. i, F• 3 51. d Spotf woodJ p. 4-7 1. 

VoL. V. F f . -,_net; 
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c H A P. prudence to forefee the perils, which might enfue from 

~the aggrand izement of her ally; and ilie purpofed to unite 
tGoJ. all the feventeen provinces of the Low Countries in one 

republic, in order to form a perpetual barrier againft the 

dangerous encreafc of the French, as well as of the Spa
nifh, monarchy. Henry had himfelf long meditated fuch 

a project againfi: the Aufi:rian family; and Rofni could 

not forbear expreffing his afi:onilhment, when he found 

that Elizabeth and his mafter, though they had never 
communicated their fentiments on this fubjeCl, not only 
had entered into the fame general views, but had alfo 

formed the fame plan for their execution. The affairs, 

however, of France were not yet brought to a fituation, 

which might enable Henry to begin that great enterprize; 
and Rofni fatisfied the queen, that it would be neceffary 
to pofipone for fome years their united attack on the 

houfe of Aufiria. He departed, filled with j uft admira

tion at the folidity of Elizabeth's judgment, and the 

greatnefs of her mind ; and he owns, that lhe was en

tirely worthy of that high reputation, which fue enjoyed 

in Europe. 

THE queen's magnanimity in forming fuch extenfive 

projeCl:s was the more remarkable, as, befides her having 
fallen fo far into the decline of life, the affairs of Ireland, 

though conduCl:ed with abilities and fuccefs, were fiill in 

diforder, and made a great diverfion of her forces. The 

ex pence, incurred by this war, lay heavy upon her narrow 

revenues; and her minifters, taking advantage of her dif· 

pofition to frugality, propofed to her an expedient of 

faving, which, though lhe at firft difapproved of it, file 
was at laft induced to embrace. It was reprefented t() 
her, that the great fums of money, remitted to Ireland 
for the pay of the Engli1h forces, came, by the neceffary 

courfe of circulation, into the hands of the rebels, and 

enabled them to buy abroad all nece£rary fupplies of arms 
3 ' and 
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nnd ammunition, which, from the extreme poverty of thatC H A P. 

kingdom and its want of every ufeful commodity, they~ 
could not otherwife find means to purchafe. It was there.. I.6o1. 

fore recommended to her, that lhe lhould pay her forces 

in bafc money; and it was afferted, that, befides the 
great faving to the revenue, this fpecics of coin could 
never be exported with advantage, and would not pafs in 
any foreign market. Some of her wifer counfellors 

maintained, that, if the pay of the foldiers were raifed in 

proportion, the Irilh rebels would neceffarily reap the fame 

benefit from the bafe money, which would always be 
taken at a rate fuitable to its value; if the pay were not 

raifed, there would be danger of a mutiny among the 
troops, who, whatever- names might be affixed to the 
pieces of metal, would foon find from experience, that 
they were defrauded in their income e. But Elizabeth, 
though lhe jufily valued herfelf, on fixing the ftandard 
of the Englifh coin, much dcbafed by her predeceffors~ 
and had innovated very little in that delicate article, was 

feduced by the fpecious arguments employed by the trea-

furer on this occafion; and {he coined a great quantity of 

bafc money, which he made ufe of in the pay of her forces 
in Ireland f. 

MouNT JOY, the deputy, was a man of abilities; and Mountjoy• 
. . h h ] d fucct-fs i.t forefeemg the danger of mutiny among t e troops, e e 1 ela)ld. 

them infiantly into the field, and refolved, by means of 
ftriR difcipline, and by keeping them employed againft 
the enemy, to obviate thofc inconveniences, which were 

jufl:ly to be apprehended. He made military roads, and 
built a fortrefs at .I'vfoghery; he drove the Mac-Genifes 
out of Lccale ; he haraffLd Tyrone in UHler with in-
roaas and leffer expeditions; and by deftroying, every 

where, and during all feafons, the provifions of the Iritb, 
he reduced them to periili by famine in the Woods and 

e Camden, p. 643• f Rymer, tom, ~vi. P• 414. 
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c H A r . moraffes, to which they were obliged to retreat. At the 
~ f.1me ti me, Sir Henry Docwray, who commanded an-

J6ot. other body of troops, took the cafile of Derry, and put 

garrifons into N cwton and Ainogh; and having feized 

t~e monafi:ery of Donnegal near Balifnannon, he threw 

troops into it, and defended it againfi the affaults of 

O'Donnel and the Irifh. Nor was Sir George Carew 

idle in the province of Munfi:er. He feized the titular 

earl of Defmond, and fent him over, with Florence 

l'v1acarty, another chieftain, prifoner to England. He 
arrefi:ed many fufpeeted perfons, and took hofi:ages from 

others. And having got a reinforcement of two thoufand 

men from England, he threw himfelf into Corke, which 

he fupplied with arms and provifions; and he put every 

thing in a condition for relifiing the Spanifu invafion, 

which was daily expeeted. The deputy, informed of the 

d:m~er, to which the fouthern provinces were expofed~ 
left the profecution of the war againfi Tyrone, who was 

reduced to great extremities; and he marched with his 

army into Munfi:er. · 
~3d Sept. AT lafi:, the Spaniards; under Don John d' Aquila,. 

arrived at Kinfale; and Sir Richard Piercy, who corn· 

mandcd in the town with a fmall garrifon of a hundred 

and fifty men, found himfelf obliged to abandon it on 

their appearance. Thefe invaders amounted to four 

thoufand men, and the Irifh difcovered a firong propen

fity to join them, in order to free themfelves from the 

Engli!h government, with which they were extremely 

difcontented. One chief ground of their complaint, was 

the introdutl:ion of trials by jury g; an infiitution, ab

horred by that people, though nothing contributes more 

to the fupport of that equity and liberty, for which the 

Englilh laws are fo jufily celebrated. The Irifu alfo bore 

a great favour to the Spaniards, having entertained the 

opinion 
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opinion that they themfelves were defcended from that c H A P. 
XLIV. 

nation; and their attachment to the catholic religion '--v---1 
proved a new caufe of affu9:ion to the invaders. D' Aquila 16ox. 

affumed the title of general in the holy war for the prefer~ 
vation of the faith in Ireland; and he endeavoured to 
perfuade the people, that Elizabeth was, by feveral 
buils of the pope, deprived of her crown; that her fub-
jects were abfolved from their oath of allegiance; and 
that the Spaniards were come to deliver the lri!h from 
the dominion of the devil h. Mountjoy found it necef-
fary to aCt with vigour, in order to prevent a total 
infurrection of the Iri!h; and having colleCl:ed his forces, 
he formed the fiege of Kinfale by land; while Sir 
Richard Levifon, with a fmall fquadron, blockaded it 
by fea. He had no (ooner begun his operations than 
he heard of the arrival of another body of two thoufand 
Spaniards under the command of Alphonfo Ocampo, who 
had taken poffeffion of Baltimore and Berehaven; and he 
was o_bliged to detach Sir George Carew to oppofe their 
progrefs. Tyrone, meanwhile, with Randal, Mac-Sur-
ley, Tirel baron of Kelley, and other chieftains of the 
~ri!h, had joined Ocampo with all their forces, and were 
matching to the relief of Kinfale. The deputy, informed 
of their defign by intercepted letters, made preparations 
to receive them ; and being re-inforced by Levifon with 
fix hundred marines, he pofied his troops on an advanta-
geous ground, which lay on the paffage of the enemy, 
leaving fome cavalry to prevent a fally from d'Aquila and 
the Spani!h garrifon. When Tyrone, with a detach-
ment of Iri!h and Spaniards, approached, he was fur-
prized to find the Engli!h fo well pofied, and ranged 
in good order; and he immediately founded a retreat: 
But the deputy gave orders to purfue him; and having 
~hrown thefe advanced troops into diforder, he followed 

h Camden, p. 645• 

f f 3 the~n 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G LA N D, 

c H A P. them to the main body, whom he alfo att~cked, and put 
~to flight, with the {laughter of twelve hundred men 1. 

16o1. Ocampo was taken prifoner; Tyrone fled into Ulfier; 
Odonnel made his efcape into Spain; and d'Aquila, 
finding himfelf reduced to the greatefi difficulties, \\Tas 

obliged to capitulate upon fuch terms as the deputy pre
fcribed to him : H~ furrendered Kinfale and Baltimore, 
and agreed to evacuate the kingdom. This great blow, 
joined to other fucceffes, gained by Wilmot, governor of 
Kerry, and by Roger and Gavin Harvey, threw the 
rebels into difmay, and gave a profpcct of the final reduc

tion of Ireland. 
THE Irilh war, though fucce[sful, was extremely 

burthenfome on the qucen's revenue; :.nd befides the 
fupplies granted by parliament, which were indeed very 
[mall, but which they ever regarded as mighty concef· 

fions, fhe had been obliged, notwithfianding her great 
frugality, to employ other expedients, fuch as fdling the 
royal demefncs and crown jewels k, and exatl:ing loans 
from the people 1; in order to fu pport this eau fe, fo e!fen-

Ollober ,.7• tiat to the honour and interefis of England. The necef
A parlia· fity of her affairs obliged her aQ<lin to fummon a parlia-
ment. ..... 

ment; and it here appeared, that, though old age was 

advancing faft upon her, though fhe h:id Jofr much of 
her popularity by the unfortunate execution of Effex, 
infqmuch that, when fhe appeared in public, fhe was not 
attrncled \Vi th the ufual acclamations.,, yet the poweiS 

of her preroz;atn·e, fuppcrtcd by her vigour, frill remained 
as high and uncontroulable as ever. 

THE aCtive reign of Elizabeth had enabled many per
fans to diftinguilh themfelves in civil and military 
employments; and the queen, who was not able, from 
her revenue, to give them qny rewards proportioned tQ 

i Wi.nwood, vol. i. p. g6g. k D'E~es, p. ~ 19 • I !!>id. 
Ill ~b1d, f• qoz. Ofborne, P· 6of• 
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their fervices, had made ufe of an expedient, which had C H A P. 

ffi 
. XLIV. 

been employed by her predece ors, but wh1ch had never~ 
been carried to fuch an extreme as under her adminifira- 16o1. 

tion. She granted her fervants and courtiers patents for 
rnonopoJies; and thefe patents they fold to others, who 
were thereby enabled to raife commodities to what price 
they plcafed, and who put invincible rdhaints upon all 
commerce, indufiry, and emulation in the arts. It is 
afioni!hing to confider the number and importance of 
thofe commodities, which were thus affigned over to pa-
tentees. Currants, falt, iron, powder, cards, calf-ikins, 
fells, pouldavies, ox-fhin-bones, train oil, lifis of cloth, 
pot-a!hes, annifeeds, vinegar, fea-coals, fieel, aquavitre, 
brufhes, pots, bottles, faltpetre, lead, accidences, oil, 
calamine fione, oil of blubber, glaffes, paper, fiarch, 
tin, fulphur, new drapery, dried pilchards, tranfportation 
of Iron ordnance, of beer, of horn, of leather, import-
ation of Spanilh wool, of lrifh yarn: Thefe are but a 
part of the commodities, which had been appropriated to 
monopolifis n. When this lift was read in the houfe, 
a member cried, Is not bread in the number? Bread, 
faid every one with afionilhment: Yes, I af!ure you, re-
plied he, if affairs go on at this rate, we jha/1 have bread 
reduced to a monopoly before next parliament 0

• Thefe mo-
nopolifis were fo exorbitant in their demands, that in 
fome places they raifed the price of falt._ from fixteen-
pcnce a bufhel, to fourteen or fifteen thillings P. Such 
high profits naturally begat intruders upon their com-
merce; and in order to fecure themfelves againft en
croachments, the patentees were armed with high and 
arbitrary powers from the council, by which they were 
enabl-ed to opprefs the p~ople at pleafure, and to exact 
money from fuch as they thought proper to accufe of 

n D'Ewes, p. 648. 65o. 'sz• 
P Ibid. P• 647• 

ff4-

0 Ibid. p. 648. 

interfering 
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C H A P. in terfering with their patent·. The patentees of falt~ 
XLI V. h . h f . . 

'--- __.1 petre, avmg t e power o entenng mto every houfe, 
:V 

;~6oi . and of committing what havock they pleafed in fiabies, 
cell,us, or wl~erever they fufpeCl:ed falt·petre might b~ 
gathered; commonly extorted money from thofe who 

defired to free themfelves from this damage or trouble r. 

Anq whqe all domeftic intercourfe was thus re~rained~ 

l~ fl: any fcope !hou1d remain for induftry, almoft every 
fpecies of foreign commerce was confined to ex.clufive 
companies, who bought and fold at any price~ that they 

themfelves thought proper to offer or exacr. 

THESE grievances, the moft intolerable for the prefent' 
and the mofl: pernicious in their confequences, that ever 

were known ~n any age or under any government, had 

l'?cen mentioned in the laft parliament, and a petition had 

even been prefcnted to the queen, complaining of the 
patents; but fhc ftill perfifted in defending her monopo· 

l;fls ag:1inft her people. A bill was now introduced into 

the lower houfe, abolifhing all thefe monopolies; and as 

the former application had been unfuccefsful, a law was 

infifred on as the only certain expedient for correB:ing 

thcfe abufes. The courtiers, on the other hand, main

taineJ, that this matter regarded the prerogative, and that 
the commons could never hope for fuccefs, if they did. 
uot make application, in the mofi humble and refpeetf\11 

manner, to the qucen's goodnefs and beneficence. The 
topics, which were advanced in the houfe, and which 

came equally from the courtiers and the country gentle
n.len, and were admitted by both, will appear the mofr 
extraordinary to fuch as are prepoffeired with an idea of 

the privileges enjoyed by the people during that age, and 
of the liberty poifeffed under the adminiftration of Eliza-: 
bcth. It was afierted, that the queen inherited both an 

~nlarging and a reftraining power; by her prerogative fhe 

: ~:Ewes, p. 644. 646. 65l. ~ Ibid. p. 6s3· 
might 
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might fet at liberty what was refhained by {btute or c H A P. 

Qtherwife, a.nd by her prerogative fue mi~ht refirain what~ 
was otherw1fe at liberty s: That the royal prerogativ<:; 16o1. 

was not to be canvaffed nor difputed nor examined t ; 

~nd did not even admit of any limitation". That abfo-
lute princes, fuch as the fovereigns of England, were ~ 
fpecies of divinity x. That it was in vain to attempt 
tying the queen's hands by laws or fratutes; (lnce, by 
means of her difpenfing power, fue could loofen herfelf 
at pleafure Y : And that even if a claufe fuould be annex-
ed to a fratute, excluding her difpenfing power, fue could 
firft difpenfe with that claufe, and then with the fratute z. 

After all this difcourfe, more worthy of a Turkifu divan 
than of an Englilh houfe of commons, according to our 
prefent idea of this affembly, the queen, who perceived 
how odious monopolies had become, and what heats were 
likely to arife, fent for the fpeaker, and defired him to 
f:}.cquaint the houfe, that fue would immediately cancel the 
moft grievous and oppreffive of thefe patents a. 

THE houfe was firuck with aftonifument, and "admi
ration, and gratitude at this extraordinary in fiance of the 
queen's goodnefs and condefcenfion. A member faid, 
with tears in his eyes, that, if a fentence of everlafting 
happinefs had been pronounced in his favour, he could 
not have felt more joy than that with which he was at 
prefent overwhelmed b. Another obferved, that this mef
fage from the facred perfon of the queen, was a kind of 
gofpel or glad-tidings, and ought to be received as fuch, 
and be written in the tablets of their hearts c. And it 
was farther remarked, that, in the fame manner as the 
Deity would not give his glory to another, fo the queen 
herfelf was the only agent in their prefent profperity and 

11 D'Ewes, p. 644. 67 5· t Ibid. p. 64+, 649• u Ibid. 
' z Ibid. P· 6+6, 654· X IbiJ. P· 649· y lb•d. 

p. 64o, 64 6. a See note [ LL J at the end of the volume. 

I> D'Ewes, p. 654. c Ibid. p. 656. 
"' ' happinefs. 
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c H A P. happinefs d. The houfe voted, that the fpeaker, with a 
~~committee, fhould afk permiffion to wait on her majefl:y, 

16or. and return thanks to her for her gracious conceffions to 
her people • 

. WHEN the fpeaker, with the other members, was in. 
troduced to the queen, they all flung thernfelves on their 
k nees ; and remained in that pofrure a confiderable time, 
till file thought proper to exprefs her defire, that they 
fuould rife e. The fpeaker difplayed the gratitude of the 
commons ; becaufe her facred ears were ever open to hear 
them, and her bleffed hands ever ftretched out to relieve 
them. They acknowledged, he faid, in all duty and 
thankfulnefs acknowledged, that, before they called) her 
preventing grace and all-deferving gnodnefs watched ovec 
them for their good ; more ready to give than they could 
defire, much lefs deferve. He remarked, that the attri
bute which was moft proper to God, to perform al1 he 
promifeth, appertained alfo to her ; and that the was all 
truth, a11 conftancv, and all goodnefs. And he conc1uded 
with thefe expreffions, " Neither do we prefent our 
" thanks in words or any outward ugn, which can be 
" no fufficient retribution for fo great goodnefs; but in 
" all duty and thankfulnefs, pro£hate at your feet, we 
" prefent our mofr loyal and thankful hearts, even the 
" lafr drop of blood in our hearts, and the Jafl fpirit of 
" breath in our nofhils, to be poured out? to be breathed 
" up, for your fafety f,'' The queen heard very pati· 

d D'E wes, p. 657• 

e We learn from He'ltzner's Travels, that no one {poke to queen Eliza
beth without kl'leeli /) g ; though now and then the raifed fome with waving 
her hand. Nay, wherever lhe turned her eye, every one fell on his knees. 
Her fuccdfor firfi allowed his courtiers to omit this ceremony ; and as he ex
erted not the power, fo he relinquilhed the appearance of defpotifm. Even 
when queen Eliu L.:th was abfent, thofe who covered her table, though per~ 
fons of quality, neither approached it nor retind from it without kneeling, 
and that often three tjmes, 

i D'Ewes, p. 658, 659. 

ently 
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ently this fpeech, in which !he was flattered in phrafes c H A P. 
. d h s B . d !h XLIV. appropnate tot e upreme emg; an e returned an "-..r-J 

anfwer, full of fuch expreffions of tendernefs towards her 16ot. 

people, as ought to have appeared fulfome after the late 
'nfrances of rigour, which !he had employed, and from. 
which nothing but neceffity had made her depart. Thus 
was this critical affair happily terminated; and Eliza-

beth, by prudently receding, in time, from part of her 
prerogative, maintained her dignity, and preferved the 
affections of her people. 

THE commons granted her a fupply quite unprece
oented, of four fubfidies and eight fifteenths; apd they 

were fo dutiful as to vote this fupply before they received 

any fatisfaCl:ion in the bufinefs of monopolies, which they 

jufily confidered as of the utmofi importance to the in

terefr and happinefs of the nation. Had they attempted 
to extort that conceffion by keeping the fupply in fuf
pence; fo haughty was the queen's difpofition, that this 
appearance of conftraiut and jealoufy had been fufficient 
to have produced a denial of all their req ud1:s, and to 
have forced her into fome aets of authority frill more vio

lent and arbitrary. 

THE remaining events of this reign are neither numer- t6o.z. 

ous nor important. The queen, finding that the Spa-
niards had involved her in fo much trouble, by fomenting 
and affifi:ing the lrilh rebellion, refolved to give them 

employment at home; and lhe fitted out a fquadron of 
nine fl1ips, under Sir Richard ~evifon, admiral, and Sir 

William Monfon, vice-admiral, whom {he fent on an 

expedition to the coafi: of Spain. The admirJJ, witll 
part of the fq uadron, met the galleons loaded with trea-
fure; but was not frrong enough to attack them. The 

vice-admiral alfo fell in with fome rich !hips; but they 
ef~aped for a like rcafon: And thefe two· b1 aye officers, 

that 
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c H A P. that their expedition might not prove entirely fruitlefs~ 
~ refolved to attack the harbour of Cerimbra in Portugal; 

z6oz. where, they received intelligence, a very rich carrack 
bad taken £he1ter. The harbour was guarded by a 
cafUe: There were eleven gallies fl:ationed in it: And 

the militia of the country, to the number, as was be
lieved, of twenty thoufand men, appeared in arms on the 

fhore: Yet, notwith!hmding thefe obil:acles, and others 

derived from the winds and tides, the .Englifh fquadron 
broke into the harbour, difmounted the guns of the cafl:le, 

funk, or burnt, or put to flight, the gallies, and obliged 
the carrack to furrender g• They brought her home to 
England, and fhe was valued at a million of ducats h• 

.f\. fenfible lofs to the Spaniards; and a fupply frill more 
important to Elizabeth i. 

THE affairs of Ireland, after the defeat of Tyrone, 

and the expulfion of the Spaniards, hafiened to a fettle .. 

ment. Lord Mountjoy divided his army into fmall par

ties, and haraffed tbe rebels on every fide: He built 

Charlemont, and many other fmall forts, which were 

impregnable to the Iri!h, and guarded all the important 

paffes of the country: The activity of Sir Henry Doc
wray and Sir Arthur Chichefl:er permitted no repofe or 

fccurity to the rebels : And many of the chieftains, after 

fkulking, during fome time, in woods and moraffes, fub
mitted to mercy, and received fuch conditions as the 

16o3• deputy was pleafed to impofe upon them. Tyrone him
felf made application by Arthur Mac-Baron, his brother, 

to be received upon terms; but Mountjoy would not 

admit him, except he made an abfolute furrender of his 

g Monfon, p. 181. h Camden, p. 647• 
1 This year the Spaniards hfgan the fiege of Ofl:end, which was bravely 

defended for five months by Sir Francis Vere. The fl:ates then relieved 
him, by fending him a new governor; and on the whole the fiege latled three 
years, and is co:r.puted to have cofi the lives of a hundred thcufanj men. 

I life 
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"ife and fortunes to the queen's mercy. He appeared be- c H A P. 

, fore the deputy at Millefont, in a habit and pofiure fUit-~ 
able to his prefent fortune; and after acknowledging. his 1.6o~. 

offence in the mofi humble terms, he was committed tofu~~;~ s 
cufiody by l\1ountjoy, who intended to bring him over 
captive into England, to be difp.ofed of at the queen's 
pleafure. 

BuT Elizabeth was now incapable of receiving any fa- O!;een• .. 

tisfatl:io • from this fortunate event: She had fallen into ficJ..:nef· 

a profound melancholy; which all the advantages of her 
high fortune, all the glories of her profperous n:ign, were 
unable, in any degree, to alleviate or afluage. Some 
afcribed this depreffion of mind to her r pentance of 

granting a pardon to Tyrone, whom ihc had ahvays re .. 
folvcd to bring to condign punilhment for his trcafons, 
but who had made fuch intcrefi with the minifiers, as to 
extort a remiffion from her. Others, with more likeli-
hood, accounted for her dejetl:ion, by a difcovery, which 
fhe had made, of the correfpondence maintained in her 

court with her fucceffor the king of Scots, and by the 

neglecr, to which, on account of her old age and infir
mities, {he imagined herfelf to be expofcd. But there is 
another caufe affigned for her melancholy, which has long 
been rejected by hifiorians as romantic, but which late 
difcoveries feem to have confirmed ' : Some incidents 
happened, which revived her tendcrnefs for Eficx, and 
nlled her with the deepefi far row for the confcnt, which 

1he had unwariiy given to his execution. 
THE earl of Effex, after his return from the fortunate 

expedition againfi Cadiz, obferving the cncrcafe of the 
queen's fond attachment towards him, took occafion to 
regret, that the neceffity of her fcrvice required him often 
to be abfent from her pedon, and expofed him to all thofe 

k See the proofs of this remarkable fda colletle rl in Bircl!' ~ Nci;oci a::ions, 
p. ~o6, And Memoirs1 vol. ii. p. 481. sos, soS, &c, 

ill 
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c H A P. ill offices, which his enemies, more affiduous in their 
~attendance, could employ againfi him. She was moved 

16o3. with this tender jealoufy; and making him the prefent of 

a ring, defired him to keep that pledge of her affetl:ion, 

and affured him, that, into whatever difgrace he fhould 

fa!l, whatever prejudices {he might be induced to enter

tain againil: him, yet, if he fent her that ring, fhe would 

immediately, upon the fight of it, recall her former 

tendernefs, would afford him a patient hearing, and 
would lend a favourable ear to his apology. Effex, not
witbfianding all his misfortunes, referved this precious 

gift to the lafr extremity; but after his trial and con
demnation, he refolved to try the experiment, and he 

committed the ring to the countefs of Nottingham, 

whom he defired to deliver it to the queen. The coun

tefs was prevailed on by her hufband, the mortal enemy 

of Effex, not to execute the commiffion; and Elizabeth, 

who frill expected, that her favourite would make this 

]aft appeal to her tendernefs, and who afcribed the ne

gleB: of it to his invincible obfiinacy, was, after much 
delay, and many internal comb2.ts, pulhed by refentment 

and policy to fign the warrant for his execution. The 

countefs of Nottingham, falling into ficknefs, and affect

ed with the near approach of death, was feized with re

morfe for her conduB; and having obtained a vifit from 

the queen, fhe craved her pardon, and revealed to her the 

fatal fecret. The queen, aflonifhed with this incident, 

budt into a furious paffion: She fhook the dying coun

tefs in her bed; and crying to her, ?:hat God might par
don her, but jhe never could, £he broke from her, and 

thenceforth refigned herfelf over to the deepefr and moft 

incurable melancholy. She rejeCted all confolation: She 

even refufed food and fufienance: And throwing herfelf 

on the floor, fhe remained fullen and immoveable, feed

ing her thoughts on her afiliCt:ions, and declaring life 
and 
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nd exifience an infufferabl urthen to her. Few words c H A P • 
.n. d "' 11 . XLIV. aue uttere ; an t~.ey were a expreffive of fome m ward "-.r--J 
grief, which lhe cared not to reveal : But fighs and J6o3. 

groans were the chief vent, which fhe gave to her de
fpondency, and which, though they difcovered her for-
rows, were never able to eafe or alfuage them. Ten days 
and nights 1he lay upon the carpet, leaning on cufhions 
which her maids brought her; and her phyficians could 
not perfuade her to allow herfelf to be put to bed, much 
lefs to make trial of any remedies, which they prefcribed 
to her 1• Her anxious mind, at lafr, had fo long preyed 
on her frail body, that her end was vifibiy approaching; 
and the council, being affembled, fent the keeper, ad-
miral, and fecretary, to know her will with regard to her 
fuccelfor. She anfwered with a faint voice, that, as the 
had held a regal fcepter, the defired no other than a royal 
fuccelfor. Cecil requefl:ing her to explain herfelf more 
particularly, the fubjoined, that the would have a king 
to fucceed her; and who lhould that be but her neareft 
kinfman, the king of Scots! Being then advifed by the 
archbi1hop of Canterbury to fix her thoughts upon God, 
file replie~, that fue did fo, nor did her mind in the leaft 
wander from him. Her voice foon after left her; her And death, 

fenfes failed; fhe fell into a lethargic flumber, which ~4thMarch. 
continued fome hours; and the expired gently, without 
farther firuggle or convulfion, in the feventieth year of 
her age; and forty-fifth of her reign. 

So dark a cloud overcaft the evening of that day, which A~d cha. 

had lhone out with a mighty Iuftre in the eyes of a1I Eu- ra .... er. 

rope. There are few great perfonages in hifrory, who 
have been more expofed to the calumny of enemies, ;md 
the adulation of friends, than queen Elizabeth; and yet 
there fcarcely is any, whofe reputation has been more 
certain! y determined, by the unanimous confent of pof-

1 Strype, vol. iv. N~ ~76. 
terity. 
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c H A P. terity. The unufuallength of her adminifiration, an~ 
XLIV. f h n. '----v-' the :fhong features o er chara~ter, were able to over-

16o3. come all prejudices ; and obliging her detratl:ors to abate 

much of their inveCtives; and her admirers fomewhat of 

their panegyrics, have at lafr; in fpite of political fac

tions; and what is more; of religious animofities, pro
duced a uniform judgment with regard to her conduCt. 

Her vigour, her confiancy; her magnanimity, her pene

tration, vigilance, addrds, are allowed to merit the 

highefl: praifes, and appear not to have be~n furpaffed by 
any perfon that ever filled a throne: A conduct lefs 

rigorous, lefs imperious, more fincere, more indulgent to 

her people, would have been requifite to form a perfe~ 
chara8er. By the force of her mind, !he controuled all 
her more aCl:ive and {l:ronger qualities, and prevented 

them from running into excefs: Her heroifm was exempt 

from temerity, her frugality from avarice, her friendfhip 

from partiality, her aB:ive temper from turbulency and 

a vain ambition: She guarded not herfelf with equal care

or equal fuccefs from lef1er infirmities; the rival!hip of 
beauty, the de fire of admiration, the jealoufy of love, and 

the fallies of anger. 
HER fingular talents for government were founded 

equally on her temper and on her capacity. Endowed 

with a great command over herfelf, !he foon obtained an 

uncontrou1ed afcendant over her people; and while fhe 

merit~ all their efreem by her real virtues, ilie alfo en

gaged their affetl:ions by her pretended ones. Few fove· 

reigns of England fucceeded to the throne in more difficult 

circumfrances ; and none ever condutl:ed the government 

with fuch uniform fuccefs and felicity. Though unac

quainted with the praCl:ice of toleration, the true fecret 

for managing religious faB:ions, £he preferved her peoplr., 

by her fuperior prudence, from thofe confufions, in 

which theological controverfY. had involved all the neigh-
bouring 
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bouring nation: And though her enemies were the moll C H A P. 
XLIV. 

powerful princes of Europe, the mofl: aCtive, the mofi: ---v---J 
enterprifing, the leafi fcrupulous, fhe was able by her 1 6°3• 

vigour to make deep imprcffions on their fiates: Her own 
greatnefs, meanwhile, remained untouched and unim-
paired. 

THE wife minifrers and brave warriors, who flouriilicd 
under her reign, fhare the praife of her fuccef3; but in
:tlead of leffening the applaufe due to her, they make great 
~ddition to it. They owed, all of them, their advance
ment to her choice; they were fupported by her con
fiancy; and with all their abilities, they ~ere never ab]e 
to acquire any undue afcendant over her. In her family, 
jn her court, in her kingdom, fhe remained equa11y 
mifirefs : The force of the tender paffions was great 
over her, but the force of her mind was fiill fuperior; 
and the combat, which her viaory viiibly cofr her, ferves 
only to difplay the firmnefs of her refolution, and the 
loftinefs of her ambitious fentiments. 

THE fame of this princefs, though it has furmounted 
the prejudices both of faCtion and bigotry, yet lies Hill 
expofed to another prejudice, which is more durable be
caufe more natural, and which, according to the different 
views in which we furvey her, is capable either of exalt
ing beyond meafure, or diminilhing the Iufire of her cha
raCler. This prejudice is founded on the confideration of 
her fex. When we contemplate her as a woman, we are 
apt to be firuck with the highefi admiration of her great 
qualities and exteniive capacity; but we are alfo apt to re
quire fome more foftnefs of difpoiition, fome greater lenity 
of temper, fome of thofe amiable weakneffes by which her 
fex is difiinguifhed. But the true method of efrimating 
her merit, is to lay afide all thefe coniiderations, and 

confider her merely as a rational being, placed in autho-
VoL, V. G g rity, 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G LA N D. 

c H A P. rity, and entrufied with the government of mankind. 
XLJV. fi d . d.ffi 1 '} r '----v---' W c may n 1t 1 cu t to reconc1 e our J.ancy to her as 

16o3. a wife or a mifirefs; but her qualities as a fovereign, 

though with fome confiderable exceptions, are the object 

of undifputed applaufe and approbation. 
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Go'vernment of England- Reve11ues- Commerce

Military force-Mamifaaures--Learning. 

T HE party among us, who have diftinguifhed them- Aplll'ndix 

felves by their adhering to liberty and a popular~ 
government, have long indulged their prejudices againfr G~v~rnrrent 

I {i d. f · b b 11 • b d dot Englan\1, t 1e uccee mg race o pnnces, y cnowmg un oun c 
panegyrics on the virtue and wifdom of Elizabeth. They 

have even been fo extremely ignorant of the tranfaetions 

of this reign, as to extol her for a quality, which, of all 

others, !he was the le aft pofldfed of; a tender regard for 

the confiitution, and a concern for the liberties and pri-

vileges of her people. But as it is fcarcely poffible for 

the·prepoffeffions of party to throw a veil much longer 

over faB:s fo palpable and undeniable, there is danger hft 

the public lhould run into the oppofite extreme, and 

fhould entertain an averfion to the memory of a princefc, 

who exercifed the royal authority in a manner fo con-

trary to all the ideas, which we at prefent entertain of 

a legal confritution. But Elizabeth only fupported the 

prerogatives, tranfmitted to her by her predcceffors: She 

believed that her fubjeB:s were entitlea to no more liber-

ty than their anceficrs had enjoyed: She found that they 

entirely acquiefced in her arbitrary adminiihation: And 
it was not natural for her to find f01ult with a form 

of government, by which lhe herfelf was invefred with 

f uch unlimited authority. In the particular exertions 

pf power, the quefiion ought never to be forgotten, 

G g 2 lf?'hat 



452 
H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

Aprendix JJ7/;at is b1f? But in the general di{hibution of power 

~among the fevcral members of a confiitution, there can 

feldom be admitted any other queflion, than Wbat is 

1fablijbed? Few examples occur of princes, who have 

willingly refigned their power: None of thofe who have, 

without firuggle and reluctance, allowed it to be ex

torted from them. If any other rule than efi:ablilhed 

praa.ice be followed, faB:ions and diffentions mufi: mul

ttp1 y without end: And though many confiitutions, and 

ncne more than the Britifh, have been improved even by 

violent innovations, the praife, befiowcd on thofe pa

triots, to whom the nation has been indebted for its pri

vileges, ought to be given with fame re[erve, and furely 

without the leafr rancour againfl: thofe who adhered to 

the ancient confi:itution 1. 

IN order to underfiand the ancient confiitution of 
England, there is not a period which deferves more to 

be ftudied than the reign of Elizabeth. The preroga· 

tives of this princefs were fcarcely ever difputed, and £he 
therefore employed them without fcrupl~: Her imperious 

temper, a circumfi:ance in which lh.e went far beyond her 

fucceHors, rendered her exertions of power violent and 

frequent, and difcovered the full extent of her autho._ 

rity: The great popularity, which file enjoyed, proves, 

that lhe did not infringe any 1fablijhed liberties of the 

people : There remains evidence fufficient to afcertain the 

moft qoted aB:s of her adminift~tion : And though that 

1 By the ancient conll:itution, is here meant that which prevailed before the 

fettlement of our prefent plan of liberty, There was a more ancient confti· 

,u~ion, v. here, though the people had perhaps Iefs liberty than under the 

Tudors, yet the king had alfo lefs authority: The power of the barons was 

a gt·eat check upon him, and exercifed great tyranny over them, But there 

was lti!l a more ancient conftit<~tion, viz. that before the figning of the 

charter~, when neither the people nor the barons had any regular privileges; 

and th'! power of the ~overnment, during the reign of an able princ:e, was al

mofi wholly in the king. The Englifh conftitution, like all others, has been 

ial a !late cf continual fiuB:ultion. ' 

evidence 



A P P E N D I X III. 453 

evidence mu£1: be drawn from a fource wide of the ordi- Appendix 
h. fi . . b ) h h . IJI. nary 1A onans, It ecomes on y t e more aut enttc on "-.,--J 

that account, and ferves as a :fhonger proof, that her 
particular exertions of power were conceived to be no-
thing but the ordinary courfe of adminifl:ration, fince they 
were not thought remarkable enough to be recorded even 
by contemporary writers. If there was any difference in 
this particular, the people, in former reigns, feem rather 
to have been more fubmiffive than even during the age of 
Elizabeth m: It may not here be improper to recount fome 
of the ancient prerogatives of the crown, and lay open the 
fources of that great power, which the Englifh monarchs 
formerly enjoyed. 

ONE of the mofl: ancient and mofr efl:ablilhed infrru
ments of power was the court ~f Star-chamber, which 
poffdfed an unlimited difcretionary authority of fining, 
imprifoning, and infliB:ing corporal punilhment, and 
whofe jurifdiB:ion extended to all forts of offences, con
tempts, and diforders, that lay not within reach of the 
common law. The members of this court confified of 
the privy council and the judges; men, who all of them 
enjoyed their offices during pleafure: And when the 
prince himfelf was prefent, he was the fole judge, and 
all the others could only interpofe ':Vith their ad vice. 
There needed but this one court in any government, to 
put an end to all regular, legal, and exaCt: plans of li
berty. For who dudl: fet himfclf in oppofition to the 
crown and miniftry, or afpire to the character of being a 

patron of freedom, while expofed to fo arbitrary a ju
rifdiCl:ion? I much quefl:ion, whether any of the abfolute 

m In a memorial of the fiate of the realm, drawn by fecretary Cecil, in 
1 s6g, there is this paffage; " Then followeth the decay of obedience in 
" civil policy, which being compared with the fearfulnefs and reverence of 
cc all inferior efiates to their fup~ riors in times paft, will aftonilh any wife and 
" conf.Jerate perfon, to behold the d~fpera~ion of reformation.'' Haynes, 

p. 5a6. Again, P· sss. 
G g 3 monarchies 
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Appendix monarchies in Europe contam, at prefent, fo illegal and 
Ill. cl r · ·b 1 '---._r--J e1 potiC a tn una • 

THE court of High Commiffion was another jurifdic-

tion frill more terrible; both becaufe the crime of herefy, 

of which it took cognizance, was more undefinable than 

any civil offence, and becaufe its methods of inquifition 

and of adminifiering oaths, were more contrary to all 

the moft fimple ideas of juftice and equity. The fines 

and imprifonments impofed by this court were frequent: 

The deprivations and fufpenfions of the clergy for non

conformity were alfo numerous, and comprehended at one 

time the third of all the ecclefiafl:ics of England n. The 
queen, in a letter to the archbifhop of Canterbury, faid 

exprefsly, that !he was refolved, " That no man ihould 
" be fuffered to decline either on the left or on the right 

~' hand; from the drawn line limited by authority, and 

" by her laws and injunctions 0
." 

BuT lVIartial Law went beyond even thefe two courts 

in a prompt and arbitrary and violent method of decifion. 

Whenever there was any infurreBion or public diforder, 

the crown employed martial law; and it was, during that 

time, exercifed not only over the foldiers, but over the 

whole people: Any one might be punilhed as a rebel, or 

an aider and abettor of rebellion, whom the provoft

rnartia], or lieutenant of a county, or their deputies, 

pleafed to fufpect. Lord Bacon fays, that the trial at 

common law granted to the earl of Effex, and his fellow 

confpirators, was a favour: For that the cafe would 
have born and required the feverity of martial law P. We 

have feen inftances of its being employed by queen Mary 

jn defence of orthodoxy. There remains a letter of 

queen Elizabeth's to the earl of Suffex, after the fup· 

n Neal, vol. i, P• 479• 
P· SIO, 

s 

0 Murden, P• 183. p Vol, iv. 

preffion 
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preffion of the northern rebellion, in which fue fuarply Appendix 
. . . lJI. 

reproves h1m, becaufe fhe had not heard of hts havmg'--y--J 

executed any criminals by martial law q; though it is 
probable, that near eight hundred perfons fuffered, one 
way or other, on account of that flight infurreCl:ion. 
But the kings of England did not always limit the exer-
cife of this law to times of civil war and diforder. In 

1552, when there \Vas no rebellion, or infurreetion, king 
Edward granted a commiffion of martial law; and em-
powered the commiffioners to execute it, as .Jhould be 

tbought by their difcretions mojl necejfary r. ~cen Elizabeth 

too was not fparing in the ufe of this law. In I 57 3, 
one Peter Burchet a puritan, being perfuaded that it was 

meritorious to kill fuch as oppofed the truth of the gofpe1, 

ran into the fireets, and wounded Hawkins, the famous 

[ea-captain, whom he took for Hatton, the queen's fa-

vourite. The queen was fo incenfed, that lhe ordered 

him to be punifhcd infrantly by martial law; but upon 

the remonfirance of fome prudent counfellors, who told 

her, that thts law was ufually confined to turbulent times, 

lhe recalled her order, and delivered over"Burchet to the 

common Jaw s. But !he continued not always fo refervcd 

in exerting this authority. There remains a proclama-

tion of hers, in which the orders martial law to be ufed 

againft all fuch as import bulls, or even forbidden books 

and pamphlets from abroad t; and prohibits the quefiion-

ing of the lieutenan~s or their deputies for their arbitrary 

puni!hment of fuch offenders, any law or jlotute to the 
contrary in any wife notwiti?Jlanding. We have another 

aB: of hers Hill more extraordinary. The fireets of 

London were much infefied with idle vagabonds and riot-

ous perfons : The lord mayor had endeavoured to rcprefs 

q MS. of Lord Royllon's from the Paper Office. r Strype's Ecclef, 

Memoirs, vol. ji, p. 373· 45&, 9• s Camden, p. 446. Strype, 

Yol. ii. P· :z.gS, t Strype, vol. iii. p. 570. ' 

G g 4 this 
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Appendix this diforder : The Star-chamber had exerted its autho-
III. · · fl" n d "{h h r. • B ' '--v---' rlty, and m •~le pm'll ments on t ete noters: ut tne 

queen, finding thofe remedies ineffectual, revived marti~l 
law, and gave Sir Thomas \Vilford a commiffion of pro
vo!l-martial : '' Granting him authority, and C(,.1lmand

" ing him, upon fignification given by the J ufiices of · 

" peace in London or the neighbouring counties, of fuch 

" offenders, worthy to be fpeedily executed by martial 
" law, to attach and take the fame perfons, and in the 
" prefence of the fa id j ufiices, according to j ufiice of 
" martial law, to exEcute them upon the gallows or 

" gibbet openly, or near to fuch place where the faid 
" rebellious and jncorrigible offenders £hall be found to 

" have committed the faid great offences u," I fuppo:e 
it would be difficult to produce an infiance of fuch an 
act of authority in any place nearer than Mufcovy. The 

patent of High Confiable, granted to earl Rivers by Ed
ward IV. proves the nature of the office. The_ powers 

are unlimited, perpetual, and remain in force, during 
peace, as well as during war and rebellion. The parlia
ment, in Edward Vlth's reign, acknowledged the jurif
di8ion of the Confi:able and Martial's-court to be part 
of the law of the land w. 

THE Star-chamber, and High Commiffion, and Court
martial, though arbitrary jurifdi8ions, had frill fome 
pretence of a tr ial, at leafr of a fentence; but there was 

a grievous puniiliment very generally infliCl:ed in that 
age, without any other authority than the warrant of a 
fecretary of fiate, or of the privy-council x; and that 

was, imprifonment in any jail, and during any time that 
the minifrers fuould think proper. In fufpicious times, 

• Rymer, vol. xvi. p -t·9· w 7 fdw. VI. cap. 20. Sre Sir John 
Davis's quefiion concerning impolitions, P· 9• X In J s8B, the lord 
mayor committed feveral citizens to prifon, becaufe they refufcd eo pay the 
loan demanded of them, Murden, p. 63z.. 

all 
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.all the jails were full of prifoners of fiate; and thefe un· Appendix 

happy victims of public jealoufy were fometimcs thrown~ 
into dungeons, and loaded with irons, ·and treated in 

the mofr cruel manner, without their being able to obtain 

any rem-:dy from law. 

THIS practice was an indirect way of employing tor

ture: But the rack itfelf, though not admitted in the 

ordinary execution of jufiice Y, was frequently ufed, 

upon any fufpicion, by authority of a warrant from a 

fecrctary or the privy-council. Even the council in the 

marches of Wales was empowered, by their very corn

million, to make ufe of torture, whenever they thought 
properz. There cannot be a fl:ronger proof how lightly 

the rack was employed, than the following fiory, told by 
lord Bacon. We lhall give it in his own words: " The 
" queen was mightily incenfed againfl: Haywarde, on ac

" count of a book he dedicated to lord Effex, being a 

" fiory of the firfl: year of Henry IV. thinking it a fedi

" tious prelude to put into the people's heads boldnefs 

" and faction a: She. faid, lhe had an opinion that there 

" was treafon in it, and a!ked me, If I could not find 
" any places in it, that might be drawn within the cafe 

" of treafon? Whereto I anfwercd, For treafon, fure I 
'( found none; but for felony, very many: Ami when 

" her majefl:y hafiily a!ked me, \Vherein? I told her, 
" the author had committed very apparent theft: For 

" he had taken mofi of the fentences of Cornelius Ta
" citus, and tranflated them into Engl ilh, and put them 
" into his text. And another time, when the queen 

" could not be perfuaded, that it was his writing whofe 

y Harriion, book ii. chap. I 1. z Haynes, p. tg6. See farther 

la Boderie, vol. i. p. 2.1 J, a To our apprehenfion, HJywarde's boek 

{eems rather to have a contrary tendency. For he has there prefer>ed the 

famous fpeech of the bilhop of Carlifle, which contains, in the moft exprefs 

term~. the dolhine of paffive obedience, But queen Elizabeth v. as very dif

tkalt to pleafe on this head. 

" name 
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Appendix " name was to it, but that it had fome more mifchievous 
~" author, and fa id with great indignation, that fhe 

" wou'd have him racked to produce his author; I re
" plied, Nay, madam, he is a doctor, never rack his 
'' perfon, but rack his fiyle: Let him have pen, ink, 
" and paper, and help of books, and be enjoined to con
" tinue the fiory where it breaketh off, and I will under
" take, by collating the fiyles, to judge whether he were 
" the author or no b.'' Thus, had it not been for Ba
ccn's humanity, or rather his wit, this author, a man 
of letters, had been put to the rack, for a mofr innocent 
pErformance. His real offence was, his dedicating a book 
to that munificent patron of the learned, the earl of 
Eifex, at a time when this nobleman lay under her 

m1jefiy's difp]eafure. 
'rHE queen's menace, of trying and punifhing Hay

warde for treafon, could eafily have been executed, let his 
bcok have been ever fo innocent. While fo many ter
rors hung over the people, no jury durfr have acquitted a 
mln, when the court was refolved to have him condemned, 
The pratl:ice alfd, of not confronting witneffes with the 
pr[foner, gave the crown 1awyers all imaginable advan
ta6e againft him. And, indeerl, there fcarcely occurs an 
inllance, during all thefe reigm, that the fovereign, or 
th:: minifrers, were ever difappointed in the iffue of a 
profecution. Timid juries, and judges who held their 

ofices during pleafure, never failed to fecond all the 
views of the crown. And as the praClice was anciently 
common of fining, imprifoning, or otherwife punithing 

th~ jurors, merely at the difcretion of the court, for 
fir.ding a verdiCl: contrary to the direClion of thefe de
pendant judges; it is obvious, that juries were then no 

mmner of fecurity to the liberty of the fubjeCl:. 

la Cabala, p. Sr. 
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THE power of preffing, both for fea and land fetvice, AppendiJC 

and obliging any perfon to accept of any office, low-~ 
ever mean or unfit for him, was another prerogative 
totally incompatible with freedom. Ofborne give: the 
following account of Elizabeth's method of emplcying 
this prerogative. " In cafe fhe found any likely t<- in-
" terrupt her occafions," fays he, " fhe did feaforably 
" prevent him by a chargeable employment abroa<', or 
" putting ·him upon fome fervice at home, which lhe 
" knew leaft grateful to the people: Contrary to afalfe 
" maxim, fince praCl:ifed with far worfe fuccefs, by fuch 
" princes as thought it better hu!bandry to buy off ene-
" mies than reward friends c:." The practice with 

which O!borne reproaches the two immediate fucc<ffors 
of Elizabeth, proceeded partly from the extreme 1iffi-
culty of their fituation, partly from the greater leni:y of 
their difpofition. The power of preffing, as may ratu-
rally be imagined, was often abufed, in other ref_retl:s, 
by men of inferior rank ; and officers often exatl:ed mo-
ney for freeing perfons from the ferviced. 

THE government of England during that age, low
aver different in other particulars, bore, in this refJea, 
fome refemblance to that of Turkey at prefe.nt: The 
fovereign poffeffed every power, except that of imp~fing 
taxes: And in both countries this limitation, unfupp~rted 
by other privileges, appears rather prejudicial to the pe)ple. 
In Turkey, it obliges the Sultan to permit the exto·tion 
of the balbas and governors of provinces, from \\hom 
he afterwards fq ueezes prefents or takes forfeitures: In 
England, it engaged the queen to ereCt monopolies, and 
grant patents for exclufive trade: An invention fo per
nicious, that, had lhe gone on, during a track of years, 
at her own rate, England, the feat of riches, and arts, 

cl M~o~rdcn, p. r8r. 

and 
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Appt'n~ix and commerce, would have contained at prcfent as little 
~ indufhy as I\Aorocco, or the coail: of Barbary. 

WE may farther obferve, that this valuable privilege, 
valuable only becaufe it proved afterwards the means by 

which the parliament extorted all their other privileges, 
was very much encroached on, in an indirect manner, 

cluring the reign of Elizabeth as well as of her predecef
fors. She often exaCted loans from her people; an arbi
trary and unequal kind of impofition, and which indi
viduals felt fevere1y: For though the money had been 
regularly repayed, vvhich was feldom the cafe e, it lay 
in the prince's hands without interefi, which was a 
fenfible lofs to the perfons from whom the money was 

bo~rowed r. 
THERE remains a propofal made by lord Burleigh, for 

levying a general loan on the people, equivalent to a 
fubfidy g; a fcheme which would have laid the burthen 
more equally, but which was, in diffi rent words, a taxa
tion, impofed without confent of parliament. It is re
markable, that the fcheme, thus propofed, , without any 
vifible neceffity, by that wife minifier, is the very fame 
which Henry VIII. executed, and which Charles I. en

raged by ill ufage from his parliament, and reduced to 

the greateft difficulties, put afterwards in praCl:ice, to the 

gre11t difcontent of the nation. 
THE demand of benevolence wa~ another invention 

of that age for taxing the people. This practice was fo 
little conceived to be irregular, that the commons, in 
1585, offered the queen a benevolence; w~ich ilie very 

e Bacon, vol. iv. p. sE:z. f In the fecond of Richard II. it was 
tnaCted that in loans, which the king iliall n:qui1e of his fubjdh, upon let

ten; of Privy Seal, fuch as have reafonablt excufe of not lending, may there 

be received without further fummons, travel, or gtief. See Cotton's Ahridg, 

}f• 170. By this law, the king's prerogative of exaCting loans was ratified; 

and what aught to be deemed a reafonable excufe was llill left in his own 

breaft, to determine. ~ Haynes, p. 518, 519. 
generoufly 
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generoufly refufed, as having no occafion, at that time, Arp!ndix 

for mont y h. ~teen ~1ary alfo, by an order of -council,~ 
encreafed tl e cufroms in fome branches; ~nd her fifrer 
imitated the example i. There was a fpecics of iliip 
money impofed at the time of the Spanifh invafion: 'rhe 
feveral ports were required to equip a certain number of 
veffds at their own charge; and fuch was the alacrity of 
the people for the public defence, that fome of the ports, 
particularly London, fent double the number demanded 
of them k. vVhen 4ny levies were made for Ireland,. 

France, or the Low Countries, the queen obliged the 
counties to levy the foldiers, to arm and cloath them, 
and carry them to the fea- ports at their own charge. 
New-year's gift were, at that time, expected from the 
nobility, and from the more confiderable gentry 1• 

PuRVEYANCE and pre-emption were alfo method~ of 
taxation, unequal, arbitrary, and oppreffive. The whole 
kingdom fenfibly felt the burthen of thofe impofitions; 
and it was regarded as a great privilege conferred on Ox
ford and Cambridg , to prohibit the purveyors from 

l taking any commodities within five miles of thefe uni .. 
verfities. The queen viCtualled her navy by means of this 
prerogative, during the firfr years of her reign m. 

WARDSHIP was the mofr regular and legal of all thefe 
impofitions by prerogative: Yet was it a great badge of 
flavery, and oppreffive to all the confiderable families. 
When an efrate devolved to a female, the fovereign ob
liged her to marry any one he pleafed : Whether the heir 
were male or female, the crown enjoyed the whole profit 
of the eftate during the minority. The giving of a rich 
wardlhip was a ufual method of rewarding a courtier or 

• favourite. 

h D'Ewes1 P• 494• i Bacon, vol. iv. p. 36:. 
p. 1.67. 1 Strype's Memoirs, vol, i. p. 137• 

P· 3n. 

k Monfon, 
m Camden, 

THE 
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/.ppendix THE inventions were endlefs, which arbitrary power 
lll. • 1 £ h • f ~ mtght emp oy 10r t e extortmg o money, while the 

people imagined, that their property was fecured by the 
crown's being debarred from impofing taxes. Strype has 
prererved a fpeech of lord Burleigh to the queen and 
cotncil, in which are contained fome particulars not a 
litcle extraordinary n. Burleigh propofes, that fue 1hould 
ereEt a court for the correction of all abufes, and iliould 
confer on the commiffioners a general inquifitorial power 
over the whole kingdom. He fets before her the ex
ample of her wife grandfather, Henry VII. who, by fuch 
methods, extremely augmented his revenue; and he 
recommends, that this new court fhould proceed, " as 
" well by the direCl:ion and ordinary courfe of the laws, 

" as by virtue of her majefty's fupreme regiment and 
" abfolute power, from whence law proceeded." In a word 
he expeCts from this infl:itution, greater accefiion to the 
royal treafure, than Henry VIII. derived from the abo

lition of the abbeys, and all the forfeitures of ecclefi· 
aftlcal revenues. This projeCl: of lord Burleigh's needs 
not, I think, any comment. A form of government 
muft be very arbitrary indeed, where a wife and good 
minifler could make fuch a propofal to the fovereign. 

EMBARGOEs on merchandize was another engine of 
royal power, by which the Englilh princes were able to 
extort money from the people. We have feen inftances 
in the reign of Mary. Elizabeth, before her coronation, 
iff11ed an order to the cufiom- houfe, prohibiting the fale 
of all crimfon filks, which ihould be imported, till the 
coort were firft fupplied 0

• She expected, no doubt, a 
good penny-worth from the merchants, while they lay 
u11der this reftraint. 

l A·mals, vol. iv, P• ~34, & feq. o Str, p~, vol. i. F• '1.7• 



A P P E N D I X III. 

THE parliament pretenped to the right of enacting Ap?endix 

laws, as well as of granting fubfidies; but this privilege~~ 
was, during that age, frill more infignificant than the 
ot~er. ~een Elizabeth exprefsly prohibited them From 
meddling e:thcr with fiate matters or ecclefiafiical caufes; 
and ihe openly fent the members to prifon, who dared to 
tranfgrefs her imperial ediCl: in thefe particulars. There 
paffed few feffions of parliament, during her reign, v;here 
there occur not infiances of this arbitrary conduct. 

BuT the legiflative power of the parliament was a mere 
fallacy; while the fovereign was univerfally acknowledged 
to poffefs a difpenfing power, by which all the laws C)uld 
be invalidated, and rendered of no effect. The exe;cife 
of this power was alfo an indirect method practife~ for 
ereCl:ing monopolies. Where the fiatutes laid any brmch 
of manufacture under refirictions, the fovereign, by ex
empting one perfon from the laws, gave him in efretl: the 
monopoly of that commodity P. There was no grieva.1ce, 
at that time, more univerfal1y complained of, than the 
frequent difpenfing with the penal laws q• 

BuT in reality, the crown poffeffed the full legifl2tive 
power, by means of proclamations, which might afeCl: 
any matter, even of the greateft importance, and which 
the Star-chamber took care to fee more rigoroufly txe
cuted than the laws themfelves. The motives for thefe 
proclamations were fometimes frivolous and even rid :cu
lous. ~een Elizabeth had taken offence at the fmell of 
woad; and ihe iffued an editt prohibiting any one from 
cultivating that ufeful plant r. She was alfo pleafed to 
take offence at the long fwords and high ruffs then in 
falhion : She fent about her officers, to break every mm's 
fword, and clip every man's ruff, which was beyond a 

P Rymer, tom, xv. p. 756. D'Ewes, p 645. q Mutden, 
p. 3z5. r Townfend's Journals, p. 250. Stow's Annals, 

cer1ain 
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AppenJix eertain dimenfion '• This praB:ice refembles the method 

~ emp'oyed by the great Czar Peter, to make his fubjech 

· change their garb. 
THE q ueen's prohibition of the prophefyings, or the af~ 

femblies, infi:ituted for fanatical prayers and conferences, 

was founded on a better reafon; but £hews frill the unli

mited extent of her prerogative. Any number of perfons 

could not meet together, in order to read the fcriptures, 

and confer apout religion, though in ever fo orthodox a 

manner, without her permiffion. 
THERE were many other branches of prerogative in

compatible with an exaCt or regular enjoyment of liberty, 

None of the nobility could marry without permiffion from 

the fovercign. The queen detained the earl of South

ampton long in prifon, becaufe he privately married the 

earl of E!fex's ~oufin 5 • No man could travel without 

the confent of the prince. Sir William Evers underwent 

a fevere perfccution, bccaufe he had prefumed to pay a 

private vifit to the king of Scots t, The fovercign even 

afrumed a fupreme and uncontrouled authority over all 

foreign trade; and neither allowed any perfort to enter or 

depart the kingdom, nor any commodity to be imported 

or exported, without his confent u, 

THE parliament, in the thirteenth of the queen, praifed 

her for n0t imitating the praB:ice, ufual among her prede- · 

cefrors, of £topping the courfe of jufiice by particular war

rants w. There could not poffibly be a greater abufe, nora 

fhonger mark of arbitrary power; and the queen, in re

fraining from it, was very laudable. But ihe was by no means 

conftant in this referve. There remain in the public records 

fome warrants of her's for exempting particular per· 
fons from all lawfuits and profecutions )>; and thefe ":ar .. 

r Townfend's Journals, p. 250. Stow's Anna!s . Strype, vol. ii. P• 6Q3• 

s Birch's Merroirs, vol. ii . p. 42.7.. t Ibid. p. SII· 

u Sir John Davis's queftion concerning impofitions, paffim, 
w D'.E~cE, P• up, x Rymer, tom, xv. P• 651., 7081 777• 

· nn~ 
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tants, fhe fays~ ihe grants from her royal prero()'ative, Appendix 

0 Ill. tvhich !he will not al1ow to be difputed. '---,r---J 

IT was very ufual in queen Elizabeth's reign, and 
probab1 y in all the preceding reigns, for noblemen or 
privy-counfel)ots to commit to prifon any one, who had 
happened to difpleafe them, by fuing for his j uft debts; 
and the unhappy perfon, though he gained his caufe irt 
the courts of jufiice, was commonly obliged to relinqui!h 
his property in order to obtain his liberty. Some like• 
wife, who had been delivered from prifon by the judges; 
were again committed to cuftody in fecret places, with
out any poffibility of obtaining relief; and even the offi ... 
cers and ferjeants of the courts of Jaw were punilhed for 
executing the writs in favour of thefe perfons. Nay, it 
Was ufual to fend for people by purfuivants, a kind of 
harpies, who then attended the orders of the council and 
high commiffion; and they were brought up to London, 
and conftrained by imprifonment, not only to withdraw 
their lawful fuits, but alfo to pay the purfuivants great 
fums of money. The judges, in the 34th of the queen, 
complain to her majefi:y of the frequency of this pratl:ice. 
It is probable, that fo egregious a tyranny was carried no 
farther down than the reign of Elizabeth ; fince the par
liament, who prefented the petition of right, found no 
later infiances of itr. And even thefe very judges of 
Eli~abeth, who thus protect the people againft the tyranny 
of the great, exprefsly allow, that a perfon, committed 
by fpecial command of the queen, is not bailable. 

IT is eafy to imagine, that, in fuch a government, no 
jufiice could, by courfe of law, be obtained of the fove .. 
reign, unlefs he were willing to allow it. In the naval 
expedition, undertaken by Raleigh and Frobilher agalnft 
the Spaniards, in the year I 592, a very rich carrack 

Y Rulhworth, vol. i. p. su. Funklyn·~ Annals, p. :zso, t51. 

VoL. v4 H h wa' 
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Appe~dix was taken~ worth two hundred thoufand pounds. The 
~ queen .. s {hare in the adventure was only a tenth; ·but 

as the prize was fo great~ and exceeded fo much the ex

. peCl:ation of all the adventurers, fhe was determined not 

to reft contented with her fhare. Raleigh humbly and 

earu~ly begged her to accept of a hundred thoufand 
pounds, in lieu of all demands, or rather extortions; 
and fays, that the prefent, which the proprietors were 

willing to make her, of eighty thoufand pounds, was 

the greatefl: that ever prince recei\·ed from a fubjeB:z. 

BuT it is no wonder the queen, in her adminifiration, 
fhould pay fo little regard to liberty; while the parlia

ment itfelf, in enacting laws, was entirely negligent of 
it. The perfecuting ftatutes, which they pa[ed againll: 
papifis and puritans, are extremely contrary to the genius 
of freedcm ; and by expofing fuch multitudes to the 

tyranny of priefl:s and bigots, accufi.omed the people to 

the moll: difgraccful fubjeB:ion. Their conferring an 
unlimited fupremacy on the queen, or what is worfe, 

acknowledging her inherent right to it, was another 

proof of their voluntary fervitude. 

T.HE law of the 2 3d of her reign, m~king feditious 

words ag,ainU the queen capital, is alfo a very tyrannical 
fiatute; and a ufe, no lefs tyrannical, was fometicnes 
made of it. 'rhe cafe of UJal, a puritanical clergyman, 
f>::ems fingular, e\'en in thofc arbitrary times. This man 
l~ad pubtiihed a book, called a demonilra(i<Jn of difci
pllne~ in which he inveighed againfl: the gnvernment 

of bifuops ; . 211d thoP6h he ha~ carefully endeavoured to 
conceal ·his name, he was thrown into prifon upon 
fufpicion, and brought to a trial for this offence. It 
1as pr-etentled, th:1t the ' ifhops were part of the queen's 

political body ; and to fpeak againfr them, was really to 

attack 
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attack her, and was therefore felony by the fiatute. This ~Fpendi.x: I 
h I . . . h. h Ud 1 IT. was not t e on y mtqutty to w 1c al was expofed. '--v---J 

The judges would not allow the jury to determine any 
thing but the fat!, whether Udal had written the book or 
not, without examining his intention, or the import of 
the words. In order to prove the fact, the crown law-
yers did not produce a fingle witnefs to the court: They 
only read the tefiimony of two perfons abfent, one of 
whom faid, that Udal had told him he was the author; 
:another, that a friend of Udal's had fa id fo. They would 

not allow Udal to produce any exculpatory evidence; 
which, they faid, was never to be permitted againft the 
crown a. And they tendered him an oath, by which he 
was required to depofe, that he was not author of the 
book; and his refufa) to make that depofition was em-
ployed as the ftrongeft proof of his guilt. It is almoft 
needlefs to add, that notwithfianding thefe multiplied 
iniquities, a verdict of death was given by the jur1 
againfi Udal: For as the queen was extremely bent upon 
his profecution, it was impoffible he could efcape b. He 
died io prifon, before execution of the fentence. 

THE cafe of Pcnry was, if poffible, fti11 harder. 'fhis 
man was a zealous puritan, or rather a Brownilt, a fmall 
~a, which afterwards encreafed, and received the name of 
lndependants. He had written againft the hierarchy feveral 
trac1s, fuch as l\1artin Marprelate, Thefts Martiniante, and 
other compofitions, full of low fcurrility and petulant fa tire. 
After concealing himfelf for fome years, he Was feized; 
and as the fiatute againft feditious wotds required, that 
the criminal lhould be tried within a year after commit
ting the offence, he could not be indicted for his prmted 
books. He was therefore tried for fome papers found in 

a it w2s never fully efiahlilhed, that the prifonet could legally p•oduc~ 
evidence againft the crown, till after the re1·olu·ion. See Blackftone's Com
mentaries, vol. iv. p. 351-. b State Trials, vol. i. p. 1-44.. Strype

1 
Y~l. iv, p. zr. Id, Life of Whitgift, p. 343• 

H h z his 
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Ai'~o~ix his pocket, as if he had thereby fcattered fedition c. It 
n.r. J was alfo irnpllted to him, by the lord keeper, Puckering, 

that, in fome of thefe papers~ " he had only acknow• 

" ledged her maje!l:y's royal power to ejlablijh laws, eccle

'' fiafl:ical and civil; but had avoided the ufual terms of 
~' making, enaEiing, decreeing, and ordaining laws: Which 
" imply," fays the lord keeper, " a moft abfolute au• 

4 ' thorityd.', Penry for thefe offences was condemned 

and executed. 
THus we have feen, that tbe mojl abfolute authority of 

the fovereign, to make ufe of the lord keeper's expreffion, 
. as eftablifhed on above twenty branches of prerogative, 

which are now abolilhed, and which were~ every one of 
them, totally incompatible with the liberty of the fub
jetl. But what enfured more effeB:ually the fiavery of 
the people, than even thefe branches of prerogative, was, 
the eftabli!hed principles of the times, which attributed 
to the prince fuch an unlimited and indefeizable power, 
as was fuppofed to be the origia of all law, and could 

be circumfcribed by none. The. homilies, publiilied 
for the ufe of the clergy, and which they were en• 
joined to re:1d every Sunday in all the churches, incul· 

cate every where a blind and unlimited paffive-obedience 
to the prince, which, on no ac~::ount, and under no pre
tence, is it ever lawful for fubjeCl:s, in the fmdleft article, 
to depart from or infringe. 1V1uch noife has been made, 
becaufe fome court chapiains, during the fucceeding 
reigns, were permitted to preach fuch dochines; but 
there is a great difference between thefe fermo~s, and dif

courfes publilhed by authority; avowed by the prince and 
council, and promulgated to the wlble nation e. So 

t .. oroughly ~ere the!e principles imbi cJ by the people, 

r Strype·e Life ol Whitgift. book i ·.chap. IT. .. ·eal, ;ol. i. p. 564. 
itr"p~·, a1.n:1l~, ~ol. iv. P• 177. e Gitf0rd, a clergym1n, wat 

;.,(; t;.i-d i.1 the ;·e;:r l5Z-', for prca~:hing up a limited obedience to the civil 

._{i:r4lie1 Nt:al, ral. 1. p. 435• 
7 durin~ 
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during the reigns of Elizabeth and her predeceffors, that Appendix 

oppofition to them was regarded as the moft llagrant fedi-~ 
tion, and was not even rewarded by that public praife 
and approbation, which can alone fupport men under fuch 
dangers and difficulties, as attend the refiftance of tyran-
nical authority r. It was only during the next generation 
that the noble princi pies of liberty took root, and fpread. 
ing themfelves, under the fuelter of puritanical abfurdi-
ties, became fafuionable among the people. . 

IT is worth remarking, that the advantage, ufually 
afcribed to abfolute monarchy, a greater regularity of 
police and a more ftrict execution of the laws, did not 
attend the former Engli1h government, though in many 
refpeCl:s it fell under that denomination. A demonftra
tion of this truth is contained in a judicious paper, which 
is preferved by Strypeg, and which was written by an emi
nent jufl:ice of peace of Somerfedhire, in the year 1596, 
near the end of the queen's reign; when the authority of 
that princefs may be fuppofed to be fully corroborated 
by time, and her maxims of government improved by 
long praCl:ice. This paper contains an account of the 
diforders which then prevailed in the county of Somerfet. 
The author fays, that forty perfons had there been exe
cuted in a year for robberies, thefts, and other felonies; 
thirty-five burnt in the hand, thirty-feven whipped, one 
hundred and eighty-three difcharged: That thofe who 
were difcharged were moft wick~d and defperate perfons, 

f It is remarkable, that in all the hiftoric:al plays of Shakefpear, where 
the mann .. rs and charafters, and even the tranfaClions of the feveral reigns a1e 

fo exaClly copied, there is fcarcely any mention of civil Liherty; which fome 
pretended hiftorians have imagined to be the objeCl of all the ancient quarrel!, 
infurreClions, and civil wars. In the elaborate panegyric: of England, con
tained in the tragedy of Richard IJ. and the detail of it advantages, not a word 
of its civil confiitution, as anywife different from or fuperior to that of othe:: 
:European kingdoms: An omiffion, which cannot be fuppofed in any Entlil.h 
author that wrote fince the Reftoration, at lc:a.ft fincc the Revolutio.o. 

' Annals, vol. iv, P• z9o. 

who 
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Appendix who never could come to any gmd, becaufe they woulq 
~ not work, and nqne would take nem into fervice: That 

notwithftanding th is great numler of indiCl:ments, the 
.fifth part of the felonies commited in the county were 
not brought to a trial ; the greaer number efcaped cen
.fure, either from the fuperior cuming of the felons, the 
remiffnefs of th~ magiftrates, or the foolilh lenity of the 
people; That the rapines commited by the infinite num
ber of wicked, wandering, idle people, were intolerable 
to the poor countrymen, and oblged them to keep a per
petual watch over their ~eep· foHs, their pafiures, their 

woods, and their corn-fielps ; That the other counties of 
England ~ere in no better condtion than Somerfet!hire; 
and many of them were even in ~ worfe : That there were 
~t lqfi: three or four hundred alle-bodied vagabonds in 

every county, who lived by the:t and rapine; and who 

fometimes met in troops to the mmber of fixty, and com
mitted fpoil on the inhabitants: That if all the felons of 
this kin9 were affembled, they vo '"' ld be 4ble1 if reduced 
fo good fubj-.Cl:ion, to give the Keate11 enemy. her majell:y 
has a jlrong battle: And that th! magifirates themfelves 
yrere intimidated from executin~ the laws upon them; 
"'nd there were il}fiances of jufi:Ces of peace, who, after 
giving fentence againfl rogues, had interpofed to ftop 
the execution of their O!Vn fen 'ence1 on ac~ount of the 

danger, wh~~h hung over themfrom the confederates of 

thefe f~lon~. 
IN the year 157 5, the queen <omplained in parliament 

of the bad execution of the la\\5; and threatened, that, 
if the magiftrates were not, fa the future, more vigi
iant, lhe would entrufi: authoriy to indigent apd needy 
perfons, who would find an intreft in a more exaCt ad
ininiftration of j ufiice.,. It aJpears, that !he was as 
&ood as her word. For in tht year 1601, there were 

h U'Ewes, P• 2.34• 

grea~ 
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great complaints m ::de in parliament of the rapine of juf- Apff:ndix 

tices of peace; and a member faid, that this magifirate~ 
was an animal, whc, for half a dozen of chickens, would 

difpenfe with a do~n of penal fiatutes i. It is not eafy 

to account for this elaxation of government, and ncgle8 
of police, during a reign of fo much vigour as that of 
Elizabeth The fnall revenue of the crown is the moft 
likeh caufe that car be affigned. The queen had it not 
in her power to inereft a great number in affifiing her 

to execote the laws • 

On the whole, tie Engliili have no reafon, from the 

example of their amefiors, to be in love with the piCture 

of abfolute monarchy; or to prefer the unlimited ;m•ho:
rity of the prince ani his unbounded prerogatives, to that 
noble liberty, that \veet equality, and that happy fecu

rity, by which they are ~t prefent difiinguilhed above all 
nations in the univefe. The utmoft that can be faid in 

favour of the govemment of that age (and perhaps it 
may be faid with truh) is, that the power of the prince, 

though really unlimted, was exercifed after the European 

manner, and entere( not into every part of the admini

ftration ; that the i1fiances of a high exerted. preroga

tive were not fo fre1uent as to render property fenfibly 
infecure, or reduce he people to a total fervitude; that 

the freedom from f:tl:ion, the quicknefs of execution, 

and the promptitud( of thofe meafures, which could be 

taken for offence Of lefence, made fome compenfation for 

the want of a legal md determinate liberty; that as the 

prince commanded m mercenary army, there was a tacit 

check on him, whio maintained the government in that 

medium, to which tle people had been accuftomed; and 
that this fitu~tion o· England, though feemingly it ap

proached nearer, w<li in reality more remote from a def
potic and eafiern mmarchy, than the prcfent government 

i D'Ewes, p. 661-664-. k See note [MM} at the !ld of the vo:ume~ 

Hh.;. of 
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Appendix of that kingdom, where the people, though guarded by 
~multiplied laws, are totally naked, defencelefs, and dif

armed; and befides, aJe not fecured by any middle power, 

or independant powerful nobil~ty, interpofed between them 

and the monarch. 
WE fhall clofe the prefent Appepdix with a brief ac

count of the revenues, the military force, the commerce, 

the arts, and t~e learning of England during this period. 
J.ev~nues, QyEEN Elizabeth'; ceconomy was remarkable; and in 

fome inftances feemed to border on avarice. The fmalleft 

~xpence, if it could p:>ffibly be fpared, appeared confider .. 

able in her eyes ; ard even the charge of an exprefs, 

puring the moft delicate tranfa~ions, was not below her 

potice 1. She was aHo attentive to every profit; and em

praced opportunities of gain, which may appear feme
what extraordinary. She kept, for inftance, the fee of 

Ely vacant nineteeen years, i~ order to retain the reve

nue m; ~nd it was uf11al with her, when fhe promoted a 

bifuop, to take tile ~pportunity of pillaging the fee o~ 
fome of its manors n. But that in reality there was little 
pr no avarice in the qu~en's temper appears from thi~ 

fircumftance, that the never amaffed. any treafure; and 
even refufed fubfidies from the parliament, when 1he had 
po prefent occafion for them. Yet we muft not conclude 

from this circumfta.nce, that her ceconomy proceeded 

from a tender concem for her people : She loaded them 

~ith monopolies and exclufive patents, which are much 

1 Birch's Negot. p. u. m Strype, vol. iv, p. 3SI• n !bid, 

p. zt 5• There is a cu'rioUilettcr of the queen's, writ to a bilhop of Ely, 
;~nd preferved in the regifter of that fee. lt is in thefe words: Pro11d prelare, 

! underjlavd you are back-rva·d in ccmplying <zvitb yaur agrament: But I would 

/Pa'lle yo~ l:no'W, tl:at I, 'Wh£ made you what you are, can unmalle you; and if 
)'OU do nDt fortb":vitb fu~'il Y"' engagement, hy God, I <evil! immediately unfrock 

yozs, Yours, as )'OU demean yourfelf, Elizaheth. The bilhop, it feems, had 

promifed to exchange fome put of the land belonging to the fee for a pretend
ed equivalent; and did fo, btt it was in confequence of the above letter. An• 

~~Cil Regi~~~ ~?6~, f: It 
f.orq 
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more oppreffive than the moft heavy taxes, levied in an Appendix 

equal and regular manner. Tle real fource of her fru-~ 
gal condua was derived from her defire of independency~ 
and her care to preferve her dignity, which would have 
been endangered, had lhe reduced herfelf to the neceffity 

of having frequent recourfe to ptrliamentary fupplies. In 
confequence of this motive, the queen, though engaged 
in fuccefsful and neceffary wars, thought it more prudent 

to make a continual dilapidation of the royal demefnes o, 

than demand the moft moderate fupplies from the com-
mons. As fhe lived unmarried and had no pofierity, the 

was content to ferve her prefent turn, though at the ex-

pence of her fucceffors; who, by reafon of this policy~ 
joined to other circumfl:ances, found themfelves, on a 
fudden, reduced to the moft extreme indigence. 

THE fplendor of a court was, during this age, a 
great part of the public charge i and as Elizabeth was a 
fingle woman, and expenfive in no kind of magnificence, 
except cloaths, this circumfrance enabled her to perform 

great things by her narrow revenue. She is faid to have 
paid four millions of debt, left on the crown by her fa
ther, brother, and fifl:er; an incredible fum for that age P. 

The States, at the time of he1 death, owed her about 
eight hundred thoufand pounds: And the king of France 

four hundred and fifty thoufand I. Though that prince 
was extremely frugal, and afte~ the peace of Vervins, 
was continually amaffingtreafurr, the queen never could, 
by the mofi: prcffing importunities, prevail on him to 

make payment of thofe fums, which fue had f~ gene
roufly advanced him, during his greateft difheffes. One 

o Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 141• D'Ewes, p. 151. 457· 5~5· 6zg. Bacon, 

vol. iv. p. 363. P D'Ewes, p. 473• I think it impoffible to recon

cile this account of the public debts with tht given by Strype, Ecclef. Mem. 

vol. ii. p. 344• that in the year 1553, thecrown owed but 3oo,coo pounds. 

I own, that th is lall fum appears a great d!al more li:{ely. The whole re

venue of queen Eliube .h ·woulJ not in tell years have paid four millions. 

~ W~nwood, vol. 1. p. 2.9. 5~· 
payment 
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Appendix ·payment of twenty thoufand crowns, arxl another ef 
~fifty thoufand, were all ilie could obtain, br the ftrongeft 

reprefentations fhc could make of the Cifficulties, to 
which the rebellion in Ireland had reduce( her r. The 
queen expended on the wars with Spain. between the 
years 1589 and I 593, the fum of one mill on three hun
dred thoufand pounds, befide the pittanct of a double 
fubfidy, amounting to two hundred and ei~hty thoufand 
pounds, granted her by parliament'· In the year 1599, 
fue fpent fix hundred thoufand pounds in fix months on 

the fervice of Ireland 1
• Sir Robert Cecil Lffirmed, that, 

in ten years, Ireland cofr her three miliion; four hundred 
thoufand pounds u. She gave the earl of ~ffex a prefent 
of thirty thoufand pounds upon his departare for the go
vernment of that kingdom w. Lord Burleigh computed, 
that the value of the gifts, conferred on that favourite, 
amounteq ~~ three hundred thoufand pomds; a fum, 
which, though P,robably exaggerated, is t proof of her 
:llrong affection towards him! It was a ammon faying 

during this reign; The quun pays bountifzlly, though /h{ 
rewards Jpariugly ". 

IT is difficult to compute exacl:ly the q\een's ordinary 
revenue, but it certainly fe!l much fhort ci five hundred 
thoufand pounds a-year v. In the year I_sgo, lhe raifed 
the cufroms from fourteen thoufand pomds a-year to 
fifty thoufand, and obliged Sir Thomas Snith, who had 
farmed them, to refund fome of hi$ famer profits z. 

r Winwood, vol. i. p. II7· 395• 5 D'Ewes, p. 4l~, 
p. 167. u Appendix to the earl of Ellex's apology. 
Memoir~, vol. ii. x Nanton's R egalra, rhap. 1 ~ 

t Camden, 

r ~ircll'• 

Y Franklyn in his annals, p. 9· fays that the profit of tle kingdom, befides 
VvarJs and the dutchy of Lancafier ( u •htcl.; amounted to abut no,ooo pouTJds} 
W&$ 188,197 pounds: The crown lands feem to be conprehrnaed in thi$ 

ccmrutation • 

.._ Camden, F• 558. This account of \amden is difficrlt or imp·diible t~ 
be reconciled to th~: fiate of the cuftoms in the beginnin; of the f..,bfequent 
reign, as they appear in the jourmls of th~ commons, )lie Hifi. of Jarnes, 

ch:tfo 46, 
This 
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This impnvement of the revenue was owing to the fug- App~ndix 
geftions o:· one Caermartnen; and was oppofed by Bur-~ 
leigh, Lei,:efl-er, and Walfiugham: But the queen's per
feverance overc, me all their oppofition. The great un
dertaking~ which ihe executed with fo narrow a revenue" 
and with "uch fmall fupplie« from her people, prove the 
mighty efeCls of wifdom and ~conomy. She received 
from the parliament, during the courfe of her whole 
reign, only twen~y fubfidies and thirty-nine fifteenths. 
I pretend 1ot to determtne exactly the amount of thefe 
fupplics; becaule the value of a fubfidy was continually 
falling; md in the end of her reign it amounted only to 
eighty thOlfand pounds a, though in the beginning it had 
been a htndred and twenty thoufand. If we fuppofe, 
that the :upplies, granted Elizabeth during a reign of 
forty-five years, amounted to three millions, we !hall 
not probaJly be much wide of the truth b, This fum 

makes 

a D'Ewes, p. 63o. 
b Lord S:lifbury computed thefe fupplies only at 2,Soo,ooo pounds, 

Journ, 17 Fo, x6o9. King James was certainly mifiaken, when he efii
inated the qu<en's annual fupplies at 1371000 pounds, Franklp1, p. 44· It 
is curious to 1bferve, that the minifl:er, in the war began in 1754, wa•, in 
{ome periods, allowed to lavdh in two months as great a fum as was grantetl 
by parliamentto queen Elizabeth in forty-five years, The extreme frivoloas 
objeCt of thdate war, and the great importance of hers, fet this matter in 
fiill a fironge1light Money too, v. e may obferve, was in mofi: partkulars 
of the farr e \\lut! in hoth ;>eriods: She payed eight pence a day to every foot 

frldier. Rutour la e d lufi•ms have much exct:ede I any thing known in hif
tory, not ever excepting thofe of the crufades. For, I fuppofe, there is n() 

m<~thema tical !bll lefs an arithmetical demonilration, that the road to the 

Holy Land w;s net the road to Paradifp, as there i•, that the endlefs encreafe 
of national debts is the dired road to mti •nal ruin. But having now com
pleatly reachel that gcal, it is needlefs at prefent to refletl on the pall:, It 
will he foundin the prtfcnt yclr, 1776, that all the revenues of this ifland, 

north of Trert and weft of Reaaing, are mortgaged or anticipated ~ r ever, 
Cou~d the (mal rem:llncer be in a worie condition, were tho e prcvmces feizcd 
by Auftna an• Prut1ia? There is only this diffe-rence, tho~t fome event might 

hai'pt'n in Euo e, \\Airh "'onld oblige thcie grea~ monarchs toJif~orge their_ 

~. 1uititions, But no imagination can fif;ule a fituation, which will indure 

•l!r 
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Appendix makes only fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fix 
~pounds a-year; and it is furprifing, that, while the queen's 

demands were fo moderate, and her expences fo well re

gulated, fhe fhould ever have found any difficulty in ob

taining a fupply from parliament, or be reduced to make 
fale of the crown-lands. But fuch was the extreme, I 
bad almoft faid, abfurd parfimony of the parliaments 

during that period. They valued nothing in compa
rifon of their money: The members had no connexion 

with the court; ar~d the very idea, which they conceived 
of the trufl: committed to them, was, to reduce the de

mands of the crown, and to grant as few fupplies as pof

fible. The crown, on the other hand, conceived the 

parliament in no other light than as a means of fupply. 

<&een Elizabeth made a merit to her people of feldom 

fummoning parliaments c. No redrefs of _grievances was 
expe8ed from thefc affemblies: They were fuppofed to 

rneet for no other purpofe than to impofe taxes. 

BEFoRE the reign of Elizabeth, the Englilh princes 

had ufually recourfe to the city of Antwerp for voluntary 

loans; and their credit was fo low, that, bcfides paying 

the high interefi of ten or twelve per cent. they were 

obliged to make the city of London join in the fecurity. 

Sir Thomas Grefham, that great and enterprizing mer

chant, one of the chief ornaments of this reign, engaged 

the company of merchant·adventurers to grant a loan to 

the queen; -and as the money was regularly re-paid, her 

credit by degrees efiab1ilhed itfelf in the city, and fue 

fuook off this dependance on foreigners d. 

IN the year 1559, however, the queen employed 
Grelham to borrow for her two hundred thoufand pounds 

our credito~s to relinquiih their claims, or the public to feize their revenues. 

So egregious indeed has been our folly, that we have even loll all title to 

compaffion, in the uum berlefs calamities that are waiting us, 

c Strype, vol. iv, p. IZ4• d Stowe's Survey of London, book i. 
p. z86. 
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at Antwerp, in order to enable her to reform the coin, Appendix 

which was at that time extremely debafed e. She was fo ~ 
impolitic as to make, herfelf, an innovation in the coin; 
by dividing a pound of filver into fixty-two fuillings, in 
fiead of fixty, the former fl:andard. This is the ]aft time 
that the coin has been tampered with in England. 

QyEEN Elizabeth, fenfible how much the defence of Commerce. 

her kingdom depended on its naval power, was defirous 
to encourage commerce and navigation : But as her mo-
nopolies tended to extinguilh all domeftic induftry, which 
is much more valuable than foreign trade, and is the 
foundation of it, the general train of her conduCl: was 
ill calculated to ferve the purpofe at which lhe aimed, 
much lefs to promote the riches of her people. The ex-
clufive companies alfo were an immediate check on fo-
reign trade.. Yet, notwithftanding thefe difcouragements, 
the fpirit of the age was fhongly bent on naval enter-
prizes; and befides the military expeditions againft the 
Spaniards, many attempts were made for new difcoveries, 
and many new branches of foreign commerce were opened 
by the Engliih. Sir Martin Frobilher undertoook three 
fruitlefs voyages to difcover the riorth-weft paffage: Da-
vis, not difcouraged by this ill fuccefs, made a new 
attempt, when he difcovered the ftraits, which pafs by 
his name. In the year I 6oo, the queen granted the fidl: 
patent to the Eaft-India company: The frock of that 
company was feventy-two thoufand pounds; and they 
fitted out four fhips, under the command of J ames Lan-
cafter, for this new branch of trade. The adventure was 
fuccefsful; and the ihips, returning with a rich cargo~ 

encouraged the company to continue the commerce. 
THE communication with Mufcovy had been opened 

in queen Mary's time by the difcovery of the paffage to 

e MS. of lotd Royfton·a from the paper office, p. 2~5· 

Archangel: 
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.Appendix ·Archangel : But the commerce to that country did not 
~ begin to be carried on to a great extent till about the year 

1569. The quee11 obtained from the czar an exc1ufive 
patent to the Engliih for the whole trade of Mufcovy f; 
and !he entered into a perfonal, as well as national, alli
ance with him. This czar was named John Bafilides~ a 
furious tyrant, who, continually fufpecting the revolt of 
his fubjeB:s, fiipulated to have a fafe retreat anJ protec• 
tion in England. In order the better to enfure this 
refource, he purpofed to marry an tnglifu woman; and 
the queen intended to have fent him la.dy Anne Hafiings, 
<laughter of the earl of Huntingdon : But when the lady 
was informed of the barbarous manners of the country, 
fue wifely declined purchafing an empire at the expence 
of her eafe and fafety -r. 

THE Englilh, encouraged by the privileges, which 
they had obtained from Bafilides, ventured farther into 
thofe countries, than any EurorJeans hc::d formerly done. 
They tranfported their ~ood& long the river Dwina in 
boats made of one entire tree, wh eh they towed and 
rowed up the fiream as far ,,s W <: o;da. Thence they 
carried their commodities feven days journey by land 
to Yeraflau, and then down the Volga to Afl:racan. At 
Afiracan, they built ihips, cro{fea the Cafpian Sea, and 
difiributed their manuraB:ures · .to Periia. But this bold 
attempt met with fuch difcoura;ements, that it was never 
renewed h, 

AFTER the death of John Bafilidcs, his fon Theodore 
revoked the patent, which the Engllfh enjoyed for a mo
nopoly of the Ruffian trade: When the queen remon
firated againfi this innovation, he told her minifiers; 
that princes mufi carry an 'ndifFerent hand, as well be
tween their fubjects as bet\ Teen foreigners; and not con• 

f Camden, p. 408. ~ Ibid. P• 493• h CamJen, P• 4IS. 

vert 
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'rert trade, which, by the laws of nations, ought to be Appendix. 

11 . 1 t: h . . Ill. -common to a , mto a monopo y tor t e pnvate gam of~ 
a few i• So much jufter notions of commerce were 
entertained by this barbarian, than appear in the conduct 
of the renowned queen Elizabeth! Theodore, however, 
continued fome privileges to the Englilh, on account of 
their being the difcoverers of the communication between 
Europe and his country. 

THE trade to Turkey commenced about the year I s83; 
and that commerce was immediately confined to a com
pany by queen Elizabeth. Before that time, the grand 
fignior had always conceived England to be a dependant 
province of France k; but having heard of the quccn's 
power and reputation, he gave a good reception to the 
Englilh, and even granted them larger privileges than he 
had given to the French. 

THE merchants of the Hanfe-towns complained loudly 
in the beginning of Elizabeth's reign of the treatment:. 
which they had received in the reigns of Edward and 
Mary. She prudently replied, that, as !he would not 
innovate any thing, fhe would ftill protect tht.m in the 
immunities and privileges, of v. hich lhe found them pof
ieffed. This anfwer not contenting them, their com
merce was foon after fufpended for a time, to the great 
advantage of the Englilh merchants, who tried what 
they could themfelves effect for promoting their com
merce. They took the whole trade into their own 
hands; and their returns proving fuccefsful, they divided 
themfelves into fiaplers and merchant adventurers; the 
former reiiding confiantly at one place, the latter try
ing their fortunes in other towns and fiates abroad with 
~loth and other manufaCtures. This fuccefs fo enraged 

1 Camden, p. 493• k Birc~'i Memuirs, vol. i. p. 36. 

the 
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Appendix the Hanfe-towns, that they tried all the methods, which a 
~ difcontented people. coul~ . devife, to draw ~pon the Eng

liih merchants the 1ll op1mon of other natiOns and .fiates. 

They prevailed fo far as to obtain an imperial edict, by 
which the Engli£h were prohibited all commerce in the 

~mpire: The queen, by way of retaliation, retained fixty 
of their fuips, which had been feized in the river Tagus 

with contraband goods of the Spaniards. Thefe fhips 

the queen intended to have re.fiored, as defiring to have 

compromifed all differences with thofe trading cities; but 
when fue was informed, that a general affembly was held 

at Lubec, in order to concert meafures for diftreffing the 

Englilh trade, fue caufed the fuips and cargoes to be 

confifcated : Only two of them were releafed to carry 
borne the news, and to inform thefe ftates; that fhe had 
the greateft contempt imaginable for all their proceed· 

ings 1• 

HENRY VIII. in order to fit out a navy, was obliged 

to hire £hips from Hamburgh, Lubec, Dantzick, Genoa, 

ltnd Venice: But Elizabeth, very early in her reign, put 

affairs upon a better footing; both by building fome !hips 
of her own; and by encouraging the merchants to build 

large trading veffels, which, on occafion, were converted 

into fhips of war m. In the year I s8z, the feamen in 
England were found to be fourteen thoufand two hun

dred and ninety-five men n ; the number of velfels twelve' 

h-undred and thirty-two; of which there were only two 
hu.ndred and feventeen above eighty tons. I\.1onfon pre

tends, that, though navigation decayed in the firfl: years 

of J ames I. by the practice of the merchants, who car

lied on their traue in foreign bottoms o, yet before the 

yeac 1640,. this number of feamen was tripled in E11g
land P. 

1 Lives of the Admirals1 vol. i. p. 470· 
~ Monfon, p. zs6. ~ lb ~ d. P· 3C0o 

m Camden, p. 38'S. 
p lbid.p.ziO, zs6, 



A P P E N D I X III. .q.Sr 

THE navy, which the queen left at her deceafe, ap- Appendix: 

pears confiderable, when we refleCl: only on the number~ · 
of veffels, which were forty-two: But when we confider Military 

that none of thefe ihips carried above forty guns ; that force, 

four only came up to that number; that there were but 
two fhips of a thoufand tons; and twenty-three below 
five hundred, fome of fifty, and fome even of twenty 
tons; and that the whole number of guns belonging to 
the fleet was fevcn hundred and feventy-four q; we muft 
entertain a contemptible idea of the Englifh navy, cmn-
pared to the force which it has now attained r. In the 

year I ,:,88, there were not above five veffels, fitted out 
by the noblemen and fea-ports, ·which exceeded tw~ hun-

.dred tons ' • 
IN the year 1 59cy, an a] arm was given of an invafion 

by the Spaniards; and the queen equipped a fleet and 
levied an army in a fortnight to oppofe them. Nothing 
gave foreigners a higher idea of the power of England 
than this fudden armament. In the year 157 5, all the 
militia in the kingdom were computed at a hundred and 
eighty-two thou!and nine hundred and twenty-nine r. A 
diftribution was made, in the year 1595, of a hundred 
and forty thoufand men, bcfides thofe which Wales could 
fupply 11 • Thefe armies were formidable by their num

bers; but their difcipline and experience were not pro• 
portionate. Small bodies frotp Dunkirk and Newport 
frequently ran over, and plundered the eaft coa.ft: So 
unfit was the militia, as it was then confrituted, for the 
defence of the kingdom. The lord lieutenants were firft 

appointed to the counties in this reign. 
MR. MuRDEN vr has publiflled from the Sa1ifbury col

leCtions a paper, which contains the military force of the 

q Monfon, p. 196. The Engli!h navy at prcfent carries 

r;uns, r See note [N.N] at the end of the volume. 
p. 300. t Lives of the a'.lmirals, vol. i. p. 43~· 

'fOI, iv, P• UI. ...., P• 6oS. 

VoL .• V. I i 
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Appendix nation at the time of the Spaniili Armada, and which is 
lll. 
~ fomewhat different from the account given by our ordinary 

hiflorians. It makes all the able· bodied men of the king
dom amount to a hundred and eleven thoufand five hun

dred and thirteen; thofe armed, to eighty thoufand eight 
hundred and feventy-five; of whom forty-four thou
fand feven hundred and twenty-feven were trained. It 
mufl: be fuppofed that thefe able-bodied men confifi:ed 
of fuch only as were regifiered, otherwife the fmall 
number is not to be accounted for. Yet Sir Edward x Coke 
faid in the houfe of commons, that he was employed about 

the fame time, together with Popham, chiefjufiice, to take 
a furvey of all the people of England, and that they found 
them to be 9oo,ooo of all forts. This number, by the 

ordinary rules of computation, fuppofes that there were 
above 200,000 men able to bear arms. .Yet even this num
ber is furprizingly fmall . Can we fuppofe that the king
dom is fix or [even times more populous at prefent? And 
that Murden's was the real number of men, excluding 

catholics and children and infirm perfons? 
HARRISON fays, that in the mufl:ers taken in the years 

1574 and 157 5, the men fit for fervice amounted to 

1,172,674; yet was it believed that a full third was 
omitted. Such uncertainty and contradiCtion are there in 
all thefe accounts. NotwithHanding the grcatnefs of this 
number, the fame author complains much of the decay of 
populoufnefs : A vulgar complaint in all places and all 
ages. Guicciardini makes the inhabitants of England in 

this reign amount to two millions. 
WHATEVER opinion we may form of the comparative 

populoufnefs of England in different periods, it mufi: be 
allowed, that, abfhacting from the national debt, there is a 
prodigious encreafe of power, in that, more perhaps than in 
any other European Slate, fipce the beginning of the laft 

x Journ, ~s April, 16zr. 

century. 
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e~ntury. It would be no paradox to affirm, that Ireland Appendix 

alone could at prefent exert a greater force than all the ~ 
three kingdoms were capable of at the death of queen Eli-
zabeth. And we might go farther, and affert, that one 
good county ,in England is able to make, at le aft to fu p· 
port, a greater effort than the whole kingdom was capa-
ble of in the reign of Harry V ; when the maintainance of 
a garrifon in a fmall town, like Calais, formed more than 
a third of the ordinary national expencc. Such are the 
effeels of liberty, indufhy, and good government ! 

THE fiate of the Englilh manufatl:ures was at this time 
very low; and foreign wares of a1moft all kinds had the 
preference r. A bout the year I 590, there were in Lon
don four perfons only rated in the fubfidy-books fo high 
as four hundred pounds z. This computation is not in
deed to be deemed an exael eftimate of their wealth. In 
I.)67, there were found on enquiry to be four thoufand 
eight hundred and fifty-one firangers of all nations in 
London : Of whom three thoufand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight were Flemings, and only fifty-eight Scots a. 

The perfecutions in France and the Low Countries drove 
afterwards a greater number of foreigners into England; 
and the commerce, as well as manufatl:ures of that king· 
dom, was very much improved by them b. It was then 
that Sir Thomas Grelham built, at his own charge, the 
magnificent fabric of the Exchange for the reception of 
the merchants: The queen vifited it, and gave it the 
appellation of the Royal Exchange. 

BY a lucky accident in language, which has a great 
effeel on men's ideas, the invidious word, ufury, which 
formerly meant the taking of any intereft for money, 
came now to exprefs only the taking of exorbitant and 
illegal interefi. An aCt, paffed in 1571, violently con
demns all ufury; but permits ten per cent. interefl: to be 

Y D'Ewes, p ~05. 
11 Stowe, p. 668 . 

z Id. P• 497• 
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Appendix payed. Henry- IV. of France reduced interefl: to 6i pet' 

~cent: An indication of the great advance of France above 
England in commerce. 

DR. HoW ELL fays c that queen Elizabeth in the third. 

of her reign was prefented with a pair of black filk 

knit fiock ings by her filkwoman:r and never wore cloth 

hofe any more. The author of th~ prefent State of Eng

lanJ, fays that about 1577~ ~)ock.et watches were fid1: 
brought into England from Germany. They are thought 
to have been invented a .1.- urembtrg. About 1580, the 
ufe of coaches was introduced by the earl of A ·ndel d. 

Before that time, the queen, on pu bl.ic occaf10ns, rode 
behind her chamberlain. 

CAMIJEN fays, that in 158 r, Rat1dolph, fo much em• 

ployed by the queen in foreign embaffie~, poffdled the 

office of pofi-mafier general of England. It appears, 
therefore, that pofts were then eHablifued; though from 

Charles I.'s regulations in 16.35, it would feem, that 
few poft houfes were erected before that time. 

IN a remonftrance of the Hanfe Towns to the diet o( 

the empire in 1582, it is affirmed that England exported 
annually about 2oo,ooo pieces of cloth e. This number 
feems to be much exaggerated. 

IN the fifth of this reign was enaCl:ed the firfi law for 
the relief of the poor. 

A JUDICious author of that age confirms the vulgar 

ob(ervation, that the kingdom was depopulating from the 
encreafe of inclofures and decay of tillage ; and he afcribes 

the reafon very jufily to the refiraints put on the export
ation of corn; while full liberty was allowed to export 
all the produce of pafiurage, fuch as wool, hides, lea

ther, tallow, &c. Thcfe prohibitions of exportation 

c HiJlory of the World} vol. ii, p. 1u. 
P• 4U.o e Anderfon 1 vol. i. l'· f%4• 
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were derived from the prerogative, and were ver" injudi- Appendix 
. Th . 111. cJOus. e queen, once, on the comme11ce ent of her~ 

reign, had tried a contrary praCtice, an w· good fuc-
cefs. From the fame author we Jearn, that the comp]aints, 
renewed in our time, were then very common, '·-ne 'rning 
the high prices of every thing r. There fccms, in ecd, 
to have been two periods, in wnich prices rofe remark-
ably in England, namely, that in queen Elizabeth' 
reign, when they arc computed to have doubled, and 
that in the prefent age. Between the two, there fe-em 
to have been a fragnation. It would appear h"t indu .ry, 
during that intermed:ace p-.riod, encreafed as fafr ~as gold 

and filver, and kept commodities nearly at a p,ar witli 
money. 

THERE were two attempts made in this reign to fettle 
colonies in America; one by Sir Humphre; Gilbert in 
Newfoundland, anl>ther by Sir Waiter Raleigh in Vir
ginia: But neither of thefe projeCts proved fuccefsfu). 
All thofe noble fettlements were made in the following 
reigns. The current ljH:cie of the kingdom, in the end 
of this reign, is computed at four millions g. 

THE earl of Leicefi:er de.firetl Sir Francis \Va!lingham, 
then ambalfador in France, to provide him with a riding 
mafi:er in that country, to whom he promifes a hundred 
pounds a-year, befide maintaining imlclf and feiVant 
and a couple of horfes. " I know," adds the ear], 
" that fuch a man as I want may receive higher wages 

f A compendious or brief Examination of certain ordinary Complaints of 
eivers of our Countrymen. The author fays, that in 20 or 30 years before 
1581, commodities had in general rifen 50 per cent; fome more. Cannot 
you, neighbour, remember, fays he, that, within thefe 30 years, I could 
in this town buy the befi: pig or goofc I could lay my hands on for four-?ence. 
which now cofieth twelve-pence, a good c;aponfor three pence, or four-pence~ 
• chicken for a penny, a hen fer two-pence, p. 35• Yet the price of ordi· 
t2ary labour was then eight-pence a day, p, l~• 

f Livea or the ~dmirals, vo].. i. p. 475• 
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Appendix " in France: But let him confider, that a fhilling in 

~" England goes as far as two fhillings in France h." It 

is · known that every thing is much changed fince that 

time. 
Manners. THE nobility in this age fiill fupported, in fome de-

gree, the ancient magnificence in their hofpitality, and 

in the numbers of their retainers; and the queen found it 

prudent to retrench, by proclamation, their expences in 

this lafi particular 1• The expence of hofpitality, file 
fomewhat encouraged, by the frequent vifits {he paid her 
nobility, and the fumptuous feafis, which fhe received 

from them k. The earl of Leicefier gave her an enter

fainment in Kenilworth Cafile, which was extraordinary 

for expence and magnificence. Among other particulars, 

we are told, that three hundred and fixty-five hoglheads 

of beer were drunk at it '· The earl had fortified this 

cafile at great ex pence; and it contained arms for ten 

thoufand men m. The earl of Derby had a family con

fifiing of two hundred and forty fervants n. Stowe 

remarks it as a fingular proof of beneficence in this no· 

bleman, that he was contenteJ with his rent from his 

tenants, and exacted not any extraordinary fervices from 

them : A proof that the great power of the fovereign 

(what was almofl: unavoidable) had very generally coun· 

h Digges's compleat Amba!fador. J Strype, vol. iii Append. p. 54, 
k Harrifun, after enumerating the quecn's palaces, adds: "But what 

" lhall I need to take upon me to repeat all, and tell what houfcs the queen's 

"' majcfty hath? Sith all is hers; and when it pleafeth her in the fummer 

" feafon to recreate herfelf abroad, and view the efiate of the country, and 

" heH the complaints of her poor commons injured by her unjuft officers or 

'' their fubftitutes, every nobleman's houfe is her palace, where the conti

" nueth during pleafure, and till lhe return again to iome of her own, in 
" which Jhe remaineth, fo long as ihe pleafeth." Book ii. chap. IV, 

Surely one may fay of fuch a gueft, what Cicuo fays to A tticus, on occafion 

of a vifit payed him by C~f.u. Hofpes tamen non is cui diceres, amabo te, 

codem ad me cum revcrtere. Lib. xiii. Ep. 52.. If Jhe relieved the people 
from opprefiions (to whom it feems the ltlw could give no relief) her vilita 

were a great oppreffion O,!l the nobility, 

l Biogr Brit. vol. iii, p. 1791. 

" Stowe, p. 6 ;-4. 
m Strne, vol. iii. p. 394• 

tenanced 
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tenanced the nobility in tyrannizing over the people. Apn,.ndix 

B 1 · h h h · nr. ur e1g , t oug he was frugal, and had no paternal '-.....r---1 
efiate, kept a family confifting of a hundred fervants Q. 

He had a ftanding table for gentlemen, and two other 
tables for perfons of meaner condition, which were always 
ferved alike, whether he were in town or in the country. 
About his perfon he had people of great diftinClion, info-
much that he could reckon up twenty gentlemen retainers 
who had each a thoufand pounds a-year; and as many 
among his ordinary fervants, who were worth from a 
thoufand pounds to three, five, ten, and twenty thoufand 
pounds P. It is to be remarked, that, though the reve-
nues of the crown were at that time very fmall, the 
minifl:ers and courtiers fometim~s found means, by 
employing the boundlefs prerogative, to acquire greater 
fortunes than it is poffible for them at prefent to amafs, ' 
from their larger falaries, and more limited authority. 

BuRLEIGH entertained the queen twelve feveral times 
in his country houfe; where fue remained three, four, or 
five weeks at a time. Each vifit coft him two or three 
thoufand pounds\ The quantity of filver plate polfelfed 
by this nobleman, is furprifing : No lefs than fourteen 
or fifteen thoufand pounds weightr; which, befides the 
fafhion, would be above forty-two thoufand pounds fier
ling in value. Yet Burleigh left only 4000 pounds a
year in land, and I r,ooo pounds in money ; and as land 
was then commonly fold at ten years purchafe, his plate 
was nearly equal to all the refi of his fortune. It 
appears, that little value was then put upon the fa{hion 
of the plate, which probably was but rude: The weight 
was chiefly confidered s, 

• Strype, vel. iil. p. r29. Append. 
by Collins. q Ibid. p, 40. 
of the volume, 

P Life of Burleigh pubrthed 

r See note ( 00] at the end 

s This appears from Burleigh's will: He fpecifies only the number of 
ounces to be given to each legatee, and appoints a goldfmith to fee it w.::ighod 
•lit to thCillJ wilhout making any difiinttion of lhe pieces, 

I i 4 
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Appendix. BuT though there were preferved great remains of the 
III. . 11 h b' l' b 1 • ~ anc1ent cuuom.s, t e no 1 1ty were, y aegrees, acqUir~ 

ing a tafl:e for elegant luxury; and many edifices, in par

ticular, were built by them, neat, large, and fumptuous~ 

to the great ornament of the kingdom, fays Cam dent; 
but to the no lefs decay of the gloriou ~ hofpitality of the 

nation. It is, however, more reafonable to think, that 

this new turn of expence promoted arts and indufhy; 

wh ile the ancient hofpitality was the fource of vice, dif

order, [edition, and idlenefs U. 

AMoNG the other fpecies of luxury, that of apparel 

began much to encreafe during this age; and the queen 

tl'lought proper to refhain it by proclamation w, Her 

example was very little conformable to her edicts. As 
no woman was ever more conceited of her beauty, or 

more defirous of making impre.ffion on the hearts of be

holders, no one ever went to a greater extravagance in 

apparel, or fl:udied more the variety and richnefs of her 
clreffes. She appeared almofl: every day in a different 

habit; and tried all the fcveral modes, by which fhe 
hoped to render herfelf agreeable. She was alfo fo fond 

of her cloaths, that fhe never could part with any of 

them ; and at her death lhe had in her wardrobe all the 

different habits, to the number of three thoufand, which 

_fhe had ever worn in her life-time x. 

THE retrenchment of the ancient hofpitality, and the 

diminution of retainers, were favourable to the preroga

tive of the fovereign ; and by difabling the great noble
men from refifiance, promoted the execution of the laws, 

and ~xtended the authority of the courts of jufiice. 

Ther~ were many peculiar caufes in the fituation and 

t Page452., u See note [PP] at the end of the volume. 
w Camden, P• 4,e. x Carte, vol. iii. p. 7o,, from Beaumont'a 

Pifratches. 

charael« 
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charaacr of Henry VII. which augmented the authority AppendiJC 

of the crown : Mofr of thefe caufes concurred in fucceed-~ 
ing pnnces; together with the faetions in religion, and 
the acquifition of the fupremacy, a mofr important arti-
cle of presogative: But the manners of the age were a 
general caufc, which operated during this whole period, 
and which continually tended to diminifh the riches, and 
~!ill more the influence, of the ariftocracy, anoiently fo 
formidable to the cwwn. The habits of l4xury diffi-
pated the immenfe fortunes of the ancient barons; and 
as the new methods of expence gave fubfiftance to me-. 
chanics and merchant~, who lived in an independant 
manner on the fruits of their own induftry, a nobleman, 
infiead of that unlimited afcendant, which he was wont 
to aifume over thote 'vvho were maintained at his board, 
or fubfifted by fa!arie conferred on them, retained only 
that moderate influence, which cuftomers have over 
tradefmen, and which can never be dangerous to civil 
government. The landed proprietors alfo, having a 
~reater demand for money than for men, endeavoured to 
turn their lands to the bell account with regard to profit, 
and either inclofing their fields, or joining many fmall 
farms into a few large ones, difmiifed thofe ufelefs hands, 
which formerly were always at their call in every attempt 
to fubvert the government, or oppofe a neighbouring 
1>aron. By all thefe means the cities encreafed ; the 
middle rank of men began to be rich and powerful ; the 
prince, who, in effeCt, was the fame with the law, was 
implicitly obeyed; and though the farther progrefs of the 
fame caufes begat a new plan of liberty, founded on the 
privileges of the commons, yet in the interval between 
the fall of the nobles and the rife of this order, the Cove-
reign took advantage of the prefent fituation, and affumed 
an authority almoft abfolute. 

WHA ~.EVi:R. 
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Apptndix WFATEVER may be commonly imagined, from the 
~ author.ty of lord Bacon, and from that of Harrington, 

and hter authors, the laws of Henry VII. contributed 
very little towards the great revolution, which happened 
about :his period in the Engliih confl:itution. The prac-

, tice ofbreaking entails, by a fine and recovery, had been 
introd1ced in the preceding reigns ; and this prince cm1y 
gave i1diretl:ly a legal fanCtion to the praCtice, by reform
ing f~me abufes which attended it. But the fettled 
autho.rity, which he acquired to the crown, enabled the 
fovere:gn to encroach on the feparate jurifditl:ions of the 
baron:, and produced a more general and regular execu
tion d the laws. The counties palatine underwent the 
fame fate as the feudal powers ; and by a fratute of Hen
ry VII r, the jurifdiction of thefe counties was annexed 
to the crown, and all writs were ordained to run in the 
king's name. But the change of manners was the chief 
caufe l)f the fecret revolution -of government, and fub
vertedthe power of the barons. There appear frill in 
this regn fome remains of the ancient flavery of the boors 
and pEafants :~:, but none afterwards. 

Learning. LE\RNING, on its revival, was held in high dlima-
tion l:y the Engliih princes and nobles; and as it was 
not ytt profl:ituted by being too common, even the Great 
deemd it an object of ambition to attain a character for 

1 iterattre. The four fucceffive fovereigns, Henry, Ed
ward, V1ary, and Elizabeth, may, on one account or other, 
be adoitted into the clafs of authors. ~een Catherine 
Parr t·anflated a book: Lady J ane Gray, confidering her 
age, md her fex, and her fration, may be regarded as a 
prodigy of literature. Sir Thomas Smith was raifed 
from king profeffor in Cambridge, fidl: to be ambaffador 
to Frmce, then fecretary of fiate. The difpatches of 

Y %7 Hen. VIII. c, 24, :e Rymer, tom.xv. p. 73(• 

thofe 
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thofe times, and among other:s.... thofe of Burleig1 him- Aprendix 

felf, are frequently interlarded with quotations fnm the~ 
Greek and Latin cJaffics. Even the ladies of th! court 
valued themfelves on knowledge: Lady Burleig~, lady 

Bacon, and their two fifl:ers, were mifirelfes of he an-
cient, as well as modern languages; and placel more 
pride in their erudition than in their rank and quJity. 

Q.uEEN Elizabeth wrote and tranflated feveral books; 
etnd lhe was familiarly acquainted with the Greek lS well 
as Latin tongue•. It i~ pretended, that !he madean ex
temporary reply in Greek to the univerfity of Canbridge, 
who had addrelfed her in that language. It is <ertain, 
that lhe anfwcred in Latin without premeditatim, and 
in a very fpirited manner, to the Poli{h ambalfado·, who 
had been wanting in refpeCt to her. When fle had 
£nilhed, ihe turned about to her courtiers, ani faid, 
" God's death, my lords," (follhe was much alditl:ed 
to fwearing) " I have been forced this day to fcmr up 
" my old Latin, that hath long lain rufl:ing b." Eliza
beth, even after lhe was queen, did not entirely d·op the 
ambition of appearing as an author; and next to 1er de
fire of admiration for beauty, this feems to have ben the 

chief objeCl: of her vanity. She tranflated Boetlius of 
the Confolation of Philofophy; in order, as lh! pre
tended, to allay her grief for Henry IV.'s change of re
ligion. As far as we can judge from Elizabeth'~ com
pofitions, we may pronounce, that, notwithfl:anfing her 
application> and her excellent part~, her tafie in lierature 
was but indifferent: She was much inferior to htl' fuc

~elfor in this particular, who was himfelf no ?erfeCt 
model of eloquence. 

UNHAPPILY for literature, at leaft for the leaned of 
this age, the queen's vanity lay more in fhining t>y her 
own learning, than in encouraging men of genius by her 

a See note [Q._Q,..] at the ansl of the volume. i> Sfred. 

liberality. 
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Appendix liberality. Spencer himfelf, the finefi: Engli!h writer of 
Ill. . n 
~ h1s age, was long negleued ; and after the death of Sir 

Philip Sydney, his patron, was allowed to die almofi: for 

want. This poet contains great beauties, a fweet and 

harmonious verfification, eafy elocution, a fine imagina

tion : Yet does the perufal of his work be(·ome fo tedious, 

that one never fini!hes it from the mere pleafure which it 
affords : It foon becomes a kind of tafk-reading; and it 

requires fome effort and refolution to carry us on to the 

end of his long performance. This effeCt, of which 

-every one is confcious, is ufually afrr' l ·d to the change 

of manners : But manr. c ' av n1ore changed fince Ho

rner's age ; and yet tnat poet remains ftill the favourite of 

every reader of tafi:e and judgement. Homer copied true 

natural manners, which, however rough or uncultivated, 
will a~ ways form an agreeable and interefiing picture~ 
But the pencil of the Englifh poet was employed in draw

ing the affetl:ations, and conceits, and fopperies of chi"\ 

valry, which appear ridiculous as foo~ as they 1ofe the re"! 

commenda.ion of the mode. The tedioufnefs of ct>ntinued 
allegory, and that too fcldom {hiking or ingenious has alfo 

contributed to render the Fairy flGz:em peculiarly tirefome; 

not to mention the two great frequency of its defcriptions, 

and the languor. of its ftanza. Upon the whole, Spencer 

maintain~ his place in the £helves among our Englifh 

claflics : But he is feldom feen on the table; and there is 

fcarcely any one, if he dares to be ingenuous, but will 
eonfefs, that, notwithfl:anding all the merit of the· poet, 

he aftords an enter~ainment with wh ich the palate is foon 

{atiated. Several writers of late have amufed themfelves 

in copying the ftile of Spencer; and no imitation has 

been fo mdifferent as not to bear a great refemblance to 

the original: His manner is fo peculiar, that it is almo:ft: 

irnpoffible not to transfer fomc of it into the copy. 
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NOTE [A], p. 13. 
THE parliament alfo granted the queen the duties of ton~ 

nage and poundage; but this conceffion was at that 
time regarded only as a matter of form, and fhe had levied 
thefe duties before they were voted by parliament: But there 
was another exertion of power, which lhe praB:ifed, and which 
people, in the p.sefent age, from their ignorance of ancient 
practices, may be apt to think a little extraordinary. Her 
iifl:er, after the commencement of the war with France, had, 
fro_m her own authority, impofed four marks on each ton of 
wine imported_, and had encreafed the poundage a third on all 
commodities. OEeen Elizabeth continued thefe impofitioni 
as long as fhe thought convenient. The parliament, who had 
fo good an opportunity of rcfl:raining thefe arbitrary taxes~ 
when they voted the tonnage and poundage~ thought not pro
per to make any mention of them. They kne v, that the 
fovereign, during that age, pretended to have the .ale regula .. 
tion of foreign trade, and that their intermeddling with that 
prerogative would have drawn on them the feverefl: reproof~ if 
not chafl:ifement. See Forbes, vol. i. p. 132, 133· We know 
certainly from the ftatutes and journals, that no fuch impo .. 
fitions were g_ranted by parliament. 

NOTE [B], p. 26. 

KN 0 X, p. 127. We fhall fuggefl: afterwards fome rea
fans to fufpeB:, that, perhaps, no exprefs promife was 

ever given. Calumnies eafily arife during times of faCtion, 

efpecially 
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efpecially thofe of the religious kind, when men think every 
art lawful for promoting their purpofe. The congregation in 
their manifefl:o, in which they enumerate all the articles of 
the regent's mal-adminiftration, do not reproach her with this 
breach of promife. It was probably nothing but a rumour 
fpread abroad to catch the populace. If the papifts have 
fometimes maintained, that no faith was to be kept with he
retics, their adverfaries fecm alfo to have thought, that no 
truth ought to be told of idolaters. 

N 0 T E [C], p. 30. 

SPOTSWOOD, p. 146. Melvil, p. 29. Knox, p. 225. 
228. Lefiey, lib. x. That there was really no violation 

of the capitulation of Perth, appears from the manifefto of the 
congregation in Knox, p. 184. in which it is not fo much as 
pretended. The companies of Scotch foldiers were, probably, 
in Scotch pay, fince the congregation complains, that the 
country was oppreifed with taxes to maintain armies. Knox, 
P· 164, 165. And even if they had been in French pay, it 
had been no breach of the capitulation, fince they were na
tional troops, not French. Knox, does not fay, p. I 39, that 
any of the inhabitants of Perth were tried or punifhed for their 
paft offences ; but only that they were oppreifed with the 
quartering of foldiers : And the congregation, in their ma
nifefto, fay only that many of them had Red for fear. This 
plain detettion of the calumny with regard to the breach of the 
capitulation of Perth, may make us fufpett a like calumny 
with regard to the pretended promife not to give fentence, 
againft the minifl:ers. The affair lay altogether between the 
regent and the laird of Dun; and that gentleman, though a 
man of fenfe and charaCter, might be willing to take fome 
general profeffions for prornifes. If the queen, overawed by 
the power of the congregation, gave fuch a promife in order 
to have liberty to proceed to a fentence; How could fhe ex-

. pea to have power to execute a fentence fo infidioufiy obtaiQ.· 
ed ? And to what purpofe could it ferve ( 



OTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME. 49S 

N 0 T E [D], p. 31 • 

KNOX, P· 153, 154, 155· This author pretends that this 
article was agreed to verbally, but that the queen's fcribes 

omitted it in the treaty which was figned. The ftory is very 
unlikely, or rather vel"y abfurd; and in the mean time it ii 
allowed, that the article is not in the treaty: Nor do the con
gregation, in their fubfequent manifefto infift upon it. Knox, 
p. I 84. Befides, Would the queen regent in an article of a 
treaty, call her own religion idolatry ? 

N 0 T E [E], p. 33· 
THE Scotch lords in their declaration fay, " How far 

" we have fought fupport of England, or of any other 
" prince, and what juft caufe we had and have fo to do, we 
" fhall fhortly make manifeft unto the world, to the praife of 
" God's holy name, and to the confufion of all thofe that 
" flander us for fo doing: For this we fear not to confefs, 
" that, as in this enterprize againft the devil, againft idolatry 
" and the maintainers of the fame, we chiefly and only feek 
" God's glory to be notified unto men, fin to be puni!hed,. 
" and virtue to be maintained; fo where power faileth of our· 
" felves, we will feek it, wherefoever God £ball o.ffer the 
" fame." Knox., p. 176. 

NOTE [F], p. So. 
T HIS year the council of Trent was diifolved, which had 

fitten from 15 45. The publication of its decrees excited 
anew the general ferment in Europe; while the catholics en
deavoured to enforce the acceptance of them, and the pro
tefl:ants rejected them. The religious controverfies were too 
far advanced to expca that any conviction would refult from 
the decrees of this council. It is the only general council 
which has been held in an age truly learned and inquifitive; 
and as the hiftory of it has been written with great penetration 
and judgment, it has tended very much to expofe clerical 
ufurpations and intrigues, and may ferve us as a fpeci.men of 
more ancient councils. No one expects to fee another general 
council, till the decay of learning and the progrefs of igno
r.ance .!hall again fit m::~nkind for thefe great impoftures . 
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N 01 E [G], p. go. 
J T appears, however, f·om Randolf's Letters, (See Keith1 

p. 290.) that fome ofkrs had been made to that minifter, 
of feizing Lenox and Danley, and delivering them into queen 
Elizabeth's hands. Mdril confirms the iame ftory, and fays, 
that the defign was acknowledged by the confpirators, p. 56.· 
This ferves to juftify the account given by the queen's party 
of the Raid of Baith, as it is called. See farther, Goodall, 
vol. ii. p. 358. The other confpiracy, of which Murray 
complained, is much more uncertain, and is founded on very 

doubtful evidence. 

N 0 T E [H], p. 96. 
BUCHANAN confelfcs that Rizzio was ugly; but it may 

be inferred, from de narration of that author, that he 
was young. He f.:1ys, tlat on th~ return of the duke of Sa
voy to Turin, Rizzio wa: ht adolejcentice <Vigore ; in the vigour 
of youth. Now that evmt happened only a few years before; 
lib. xvii. cap. 44· That Bothwel was young appears, among 
many other invincible p10ofs, from Mary's inil:rucHons to the 
bifuop of Dumblain, her amba.trador at Paris ; where fue fays, 

that in 15 59, only eig1t years before, he was <Very young. 

He might therefore have been about thirty when he married 
her. See Keith's Hifta·y, p. 388. From the appendix to 
the epijlolce regum Scotorum, it appears, by authentic docu· 
ments, that Patrick, eail of Bothwel, father to Ja.mes, who 
efpoufed queen Mary, was alive, till near the year 1 s6o. 
Buchanan, by a miftake. which has been long ago correet:ed, 

calls him James. 
NOTJL [I], P· IIO. 

MAR Y herfelf confdfed, in her inftruB:ions to the am~ 
ba.tradors, \vhom fue fent to France, that Bothwel per

fuaded all the noblemer, that their application in favour of 
his marriage was agreeaUe to her, Keith, p. 389. Anderfont 
vol. i. p. 94· Murray 1fterwards produced to queen Eliza· 
beth's commiffioners a paper figned by Mary, by which fue 
permitted them to make this application to her. This per~ 
million was a fufficient eeclaration of her intentions, and was 
efteemed equivalent to c. command. Anderfon, vol. iv. P· 59• 
They even alferted, th~t the houfe, in which they met, was 
furrounded with a.rm~d nen. Goodall, vol. ii. P· I41· 
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NOTE [K], ~· 14-r. 

M A R Y's complaints of the qu!en's partiality in admit-
ting Murray to a conference was a mere pretext in 

order to break off the conference. ~he indeed employs that 
reafon in her order for that purpo{: (fee Goodall, vol. ii. 
p. I 84), but in her private letter, h!r commiffioners are di
rected to make ufe of that order to Jrevent her honour .from 
being attacked, Good all, vol. ii. p. I 8 3. It was therefore 
the accufation only ihe was afraid o1: Murray was the Ieaft 
obnoxious of all her enemies: He Wls abroad when her fub
jects rebelled and reduced her to capivi ty : He had only ac
cepted of the regency, when voluntanly proffered him by the 
nation. His being a<imitted to q ueenElizabeth's prefence was 
therefore a very bad foundation for aquarrel, or for breaking 
off the conference; and was plainly ~ mere pretence. 

NOTE [L], p. 143. 

W E ihall not enter into a long cifcuffion concerning the 
authenticity of thefe letters : Ve ihall only remark in 

general, tha:: the chief objeB:ions againft them are, that they 
are fuppofed to have paired througl1 the earl of Morton's 
hands, the leafi: fcrupulous of all Ma·y's enemies; and that 
they are, to the lafi: degree, indecelt, and even fomewhat 
inelegant, fuch as it is not likely fr.e would write: But to 
thefe prefumptions we may oppofc lhe following confidera
tions. (I.) Though it be not difficult to counterfeit a fub
fcription, it is very difficult, and alm>ft impoffible, to coun
terfeit feveral pages, fo as to refemblc exactly the hand-writ
ing of any pcrfon. Thefe letters we·e examined and com
pared with Mar}"'s hand-writing, by th: Engliih privy-council, 
and by a great many of the nobility, among whom were fe
veral partizans of that princefs. The; might have been exa
mined by the biihop of R o[s, Hen·cis . and others of Mary's 
commiffioners. The regent mufi: ha\e expected, that they 
would be very critically e4amined b) them: And haJ they 
not been able to ftand that te11, he wasonly preparing a fcene 
fJf confufion to himfelf. Bifhop Lefly exprefsly declines the 
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comparing of the hands, which he calls no legal proof, Goo&

all, vof ii. p. 389. (2.) The letters are very long, much 

longer than they nec~.ed to have been, in order to ferve the 

purpofes of MarYi's enemies ; a circumfi:ancc, which encreafed 

the difficulty, and expo fed any forgery the more to the rifk 

of a detection. (3.) They are not fo grofs and palpable, as 

forgeries commonly are; for they fl:illleft a pretext for Mary's 

friends to aifert, that their meaning was fi:rained to make 

them appear criminal; fee Goodall, vol. ii. p. 361. (4-) 
There is a long contraCt: of marriage, faid to be written by 

the earl of Huntley, and f:gned by the queen, before Both

well's acquital. Would Morton, without any ncceffity, have 

thus doubled the difficulties of the forgery, and the danger 

of deteB:ion ? (5.) The letters are indifcreet; but fuch was 

apparently Mary's conduB: at that time: They are inelegant; 

but they have a carelefs, natural air, li!~c letters hafi:ily writ

ten between familiar friends. (6.) · 'they contain fuch a 

variety orpmticuiar circumftances, as nobody could have 

thought of inventing, efpecially as they mufl: necefiarily have 

afforded her many means of deteB:ion. (7.) We have not the 

originals of the letters, which \vere in French : V/ e have only 

a Scotch and Latin tr2.nfiation f!-om the original, and a French 

tranfiation profe!fedly done from the .Latin. Now it is re

marb.ble, that the Scotch tranfbtion is full of Gailicifms, 

and is clearly a tranfiation from a F"·cnch original: Such as 

make fault, faire des fautes; ma,~e it )~em tl.Jat I hlie·ve, faire 

fimhlant de le croire; make brek, faire breche; this is my Jir/f 

jozo·nay, c'ejl ma p1·cmiere jour11ee; ha'Ve )'Ott not dejire to laugh, 

1z'a·vez 'Vous pas en'Vie de rire; the place rr.vill f:.a!d rtntJ the death, 

Ja place ticndra ju/qu' a la iJZOr! ; be may not come firth of the 

houfe this long time, ilne 11Jeut pas forth· du logiJ de lo11g-tems; /fJ 

make me ad'Vertifemmt, faire m'a'Vertir; put order to it; mettre 

ot·dre a cela; difcharge your heart, decharger <-..;otre ca:ur; make 

gud cv.;atcb,faites bomze gardc, &c. (8.) There is a converf..1tion 

which fhe mentions, between .i1erfelf and the king one C\'ening; 

But Murray produced before the Englifh commi6oners, the 

teftimonyof one Crawford, a gentleman of the E<!rl ofLcnox_, 

who fwore_, that the king, on her departure from j1im, gave him 
ll 
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!ln account of the fame converfation. (9.) There feems very 
little reafon why Murray and rus afiociates !hould run the rifl,{. 
of fuch a dangerous forgery, which muft have rendered them 
infamous, if detected; fince their caufe, from Mary's known 
conduct, even without thefe letters, was fufficiently good and 
juftifiable. ( 10.) l\1urray expofed thefe letters to the exami
nation of perfons qualified to judge. of them: the Scotch coun
cil, the Scot~h parliament, queen Elizabeth and her council, 
who were poffefied of a great number of Mary's genuine let
ters. (ii.) Re gave Mary herfelf an opportunity of refuting 
and expofing him, if !he had chofen to lay hold of it. (Iz.) 
The letters tally fo well with all the other parts of her con
duB: during that tranfaClion, that thefe proof~ throw the 
ftro11gefi: iight on each other. (I 3 .) The duke of Norfolk, 
who had examined thefc papers, and who favoured fo much 
the queen of Scots, that he intended to marry her, and in the 
end loft his life in her caufe, yet believed them authentic, and 
was fully convinced of her guilt. This appears not only from 
his letters above mentioned, to queen Elizabeth and her mi
nifters, but by his fecret acknowledgment to Banifl:er, his mofl: 
trufty confident. Sec State Trials, vol. i. p. 8 I. J n the 
conferences between the duke, fec1etary Lidington, and the 
bi!hop of Rofs, all of them zealous partizans of that prin
cefs, the fame thing is always taken for granted. Ibid. p. 7•h 
7 5. See farther MS. in the Advocate's library. A. 3, z3. 
p. 3 I4· from Cott. lib. Calig. c. 9· Indeed, the duke's full 
perfuafion of Mary's guilt, without the leaft doubt or hefita
tion, could not have had place, if he had found Lidington or 
the bi!hop of Rofs of a different opinion, or if they had ever 
told him that thefe letters were forged. It is to be remarked, 
that Lidington, being one of the accomplices, knew the 
whole bottom of the confpiracy againH king Henry, and was, 
befides, a m_an of fuch penetration, that nothing could efc:1pe 
him in fuch interefting events. (I4.) I need not repeat the 
prefumption drawn from Mary's refuf.'ll to anfwer. The only 
excufe for her filcnce, is, that !he fufpcB:ed Elizabeth to be a 
partial judge: It was not, indeed, the intereft of that prin
cefs to acquit and juftify her rival and competitor; and we 
accordingly finci that Lidington, from the fecret information 
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of the duke of Norfolk, informed l\1ary,. by the bifhop ot 
Rofs, that the queen of England never meant to come to a 

decifion ; but only to get into her hands the proofs of Mary's 

guilt, in order to blaft her character: See State Trials, vol. i. 
p. 77· But thi!S was a better reafon for declining the confe

rence altogether than for breakin~ it oft~ on frivolous pretences, 

the very moment the chiefaccufation was unexpectedly opened 
againil her. Though fhe could not expect Elizabeth's final 
dccifion in her favour, it was of importance to give a f.:1.tisfac~ 
tory anfwer, if fhe had any, to the accufation of the Scotch 

commifiioners. · That anfwcr could have been difperfed for 

the fatisfaction of the public, of foreign nations, and of po' 
fterity. And furely after the accufation and proofs were in 
queen Elizabeth's hands, it could do no harm to give in the 
anfwers. Mary's information, that the queen never intended 

to come to a decjficn, could be no obftacle to her j uitification. 

( 15.) The very dif:1.ppcarance of thefe letters, is a prefump
tion of their authenticity. That event can be accounted for 
no way but from the care of king J ame~'s friends, who were 

defirous to deilroy every proof of hi5 mother's crimes. The 

difappearance of Morton's narrative, and of Crawford's evi

dence, from the Cotton librJ.ry, Calig. c. 1. rnuft have pro
ceeded from a like caufe. See MS. in the Advocates' library, 

A. 3· 29. p. 88. 
I F 1 N D an objection made to the authenticity of the letters, 

drawn from the vote of the Scotch privy-council, which affirms 

the letters to be wriw·n and fubfcribed by queen Mary's own 
hand; whereas the copies given in to the parliament, a few 
days after, were only written, not fubfcribed. See Goodall, 
vol. ii. p. 6+, 67. But it is not confidered, that this circum

fiance is of no manner of force j There were certainly letters, 
true or falfe, laid before the council; and whether the letter> 
were true or falfe, this miftake proceeds equally from the in· 
accuracy or blunder of the clerk. The miftake may be ac
counted for: The letters were only written by her: The 

fecond contract with Both well was only fubfcribed. A proper 
accurate diftinction was not made; and they are all faid to be 

written and fubfcribed. A late writer, Mr. Goodall, has 

endeavoured to prove, that thefe letters clafh with chronology 
and 
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and that the queen was not in the places mentioned in the 
letters, on the days there ailigned : To confirm this, he pro
duces charters and other deeds fi.gned by the queen, where 
the date and place do not agree with the letters. But it is 
well known, that the date of charters, and fuch like grants, 
is no proof of the real day on which they v1ere figned by the 
fovereign. Papers of that kind commonly pafs through dif
ferent offices : The date is affixed by the firfl: office; and may 
precede very long the day of the fignature. 

THE account given by Morton of the manner in which the 
papers came into his hands, is very natural. 'Vhen he gave 
it to the Englifh commiilioners, he had reafon to think it 
would be canvafled with all the feverity of able adverfaries, 
interefl:ed in the highefl: degree to refute it. It is probable, 
that he could have confirmed it by many circumfl:ances and 
teftimonies; fince they declined the conteft. 

THE fonnets are inelegant; infomuch, that both Brantome 
and Ronfard, who knew queen Mary's fl:yle, were affured, 
when they faw them, that they could not be ofher compofition. 
]ebb, vol. ii. p. 478. But no pcrfon is equal in his produc
tions, efpecially one whofe fiyle is fo little formed as Mary's 
mufl: be fuppofed to be. Not to mention, that fuch danger
ous and criminal enterprizes leave little tranquillity of mind 
for elegant, poetical compofitions. 

IN a word, queen Mary might eaiily have condutted the 
whole confpiracy againfl: her hufband, without ~pening her 
mind to any one perfon except Bothwel, and without writing 
a fcrap of paper about it; but it was very difficult to have 
conduB:ed it fo that her conduct fhould not betray her to 
men of difcernment. In the prefent cafe, her conduct was 
fo grofs as to betray her to every body ; and fortune threw 
into her enemies' hands, papers by which they could convict 
her. The fame infatuation and imprudence, which happily 
is the ufual attendant of great crimes, will account for both. 
It is proper to obferve, that there is not one circumftance of 
the foregoing narrative, contained in the hifiory~ that is taken 
from Knox, Buchanan, or even Thuanus, or indeed, from 
any fufpected authority. 
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NOTE [M], p. ~45· 
U N LESS we take this angry accufation, advanced by: 

queen Mary, to be an <lrgument of Murr:.y's guilt, then~ 
remains not the leaft prefumption which fhould lead us to fufpetl: 

him to have been any wife ar accomplice in the king's murder. 

That queen never pretended to give any proof of the charge; 
and her commifiioners affim.ed at the time, that they them
felves k new of none, thouglt th~y were ready to maintain its 

truth by their miftrefs's ordets, and would produce f~ch proof 
as fhe fhould fend .them. It s remarkable, that, at that time, 
it w<:.s impoiliole for either h~r or them to produce any proof; 
becaufe the conferences b.._fo·c the Englifh commiffioners were 

previoufly broken off. 

IT is true, the bi!hop of Ro_fs, in an angry pamphlet, 

written by him unde1 a borrowed name (\vhcre it is eafy to 

fay any thing), <.ffirms, tha1 lord _Herreis, a few days after 

the king's death, charged Murray with the guilt, openly, 
to his f ce, at his O\vn ~<.' le. This latter no~leman, as 
Lefly relates the m2-ttcr, ~ffi·mcd, that l'v1urray riding in Fife 
with one of his fervant~, th~ evening before the commiffion 
of that crime, faid to hiG1 anong oti1er tttlk, CJ'bis night 'ere 
morning the lord Dant!ey Jlnll life his Hfe. See Anderfon, 

• vol. i. p. 75· But this is only a hcarf.:1y ofLefly's, concern
ing a hearfay of Hcrrcis's; and contains a very improbable 
fact. \Vould Murray, wit~out any t~fe of neceffity, com
municate to a fervant, fuch t dangerous and important fecret, 
merely by way of converf.:.tion? \Ve may alfo obferve, that 
lord Herreis himfclf was on~ of queen T•1ary's co:nmiiiioners 
who accufed Mur~ay. Had fle ever heard this ftory, or given 

credit to it, was not that the time to have produced it? and 
not have affirmed, as he did, that he, for his part, kne\V no
th:ng of Murray's guilt. s~e Goodal1, YOl. ii. ?· 30i· 

THE e::trb of Hu::1tlcy a:1d Argylc accufc Murray of this 
crime ; but the re::don whic:1 they aP.ign is riJiculous. He 
had given his confent to Ma:y's divorce from the king: there
fore he w:.:s the king's murderer. See Anderfon, vol. iv. 
part z. p. 19z. It is a fure argument, that thefe earls knew 

. nq 

Ill 

I]] 

!at 

cor 

t 



NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME. 503 

no better proof againfl: Murrav-, otherwife they would have 
· produced it, and not have inffl:ed on fo abfurd a prefump

tion. Was not this alfo the ime for Huntley to deny his 
writing Mary's contract with Bothwel, if that paper had 
been a forgery ? 

MuR RAY could have no notive to commit that crime. 
The king, indeed, bore him fonc ill-will ; but the king hirn
felf was become fo defpicable, )Oth from his own ill coaduct 
and the quecn's averfion to him, that he could neither do good 
nor harm to any body. To ju(gc by the event, in any cafe, 
is always abfurd; efpecially n the prefent. The king's 
murder, indeed, procured Mu1ray the regency: But much 
more M<1ry'$ ilJ.conduct and im:rudence, which he could not 
poffibly forefee, and which nev!r would have h:~ppened, had 
1he been entirely innocent. 

NOTE [~], p. 145. 
J BELIEVE there is no readerof common fenfe, who does 

not fee, from the narrative in the text, that the author 
means to fay, that queen Mar) refufes conil:antly to anfwer 
before the Englifh commiilionen, but offers only to anfwer in 
perfon before queen Elizabetli in perfon, contrary to her 
practjce during the whole coUJfe of the conference, till the 
moment the evidence of her beng an accomplice in her huf
ban's murder is unexpectedly pnduced. It is true, the author 
having repeated four or .five tirres an account of this demand 
of being admitted to Elizabetl's prefence, and having ex
preifed his opinion, that, as i: had been refufed from the 
beginning, even before the comnencement of the conferences, 
ihe did not expe8: it would nov be complied with; thought 
it impoffible h~s meaning could >e mifunderfl:ood (as indeed it 
was impoffible), and not being willing to tire his reader with 
continual repetitions, he menti01s in a paifage or two, :limply, 
~hat fhe had refufed to make an: anfwer. I believe alfo, there 
is no reader of common fenfe w1o perufes Anderfon or Good
all's collections, and does not fre, that, agreeably to this nar
rative, queen Mary in:lifl:s unalt~rably and fl:renuoufly on not 
continuing to anfwer before tre Englifh commiffioners, but 
infifts to be heard in perfon, b) queen Elizabeth in perfon; 

~ ~ 1' though. 



NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUl'v1E. 

though once or twice, by way of bravado~ fhe fays fimply, 
that f11e will anfwer and refute her enemies~ without inferting 
this condition~ which fiill is underftood. But there is a per
fon, that has writ an E11fj'<iry hijlorical and critical into the e'Vi

dmce aJainjl Mary quee;z of Scots; and has attempted to refute 
the foregoing nau~tive. He quotes a fingle paffage of the 
narrative in which l'v1ary is faid fimply to refufe anfwering; 
and then a fingle pafi\;e from Goodal1, in which fhe boails 
fimply that fhe will anfwcr; and he very civilly and almoii: 
directly calls the author a liar, on account of this pretended 
contradiction. That whole Enquiry, from beginning to end, 
is compofed of fuch fcandaious artifices; and from this in

fiance~ the reader may juJge of the candour~ fair dealing, 
veracity~ and good manners of the Enquirer. There are 
indeed three events in our hifi:ory, which may be regarded 
as touchftones of partymen. An Englifh Whig, who afierts 
the reality of the popilh plot, an Irii11 Catholic, · who denies 
them:uTitcrein 1641, and a Scotch. Jacobite, whomaintains 
the innocence of queen Mar;:, mt!fi: be confidered as men be-
rend the reach of argum.ent or reafon, and mufi: be left to 
~heir prejudices. 

N 0 TE [0], p. ICJ. 
BY 1\Jurden's fl.ate papers, publiH1ed afrer the writing of t11is 

hill:or_v, it appears, that an agreement had been made 

between Elizabeth and the regent for the delivering up of 
]\tlary to him. The q u;;en afterwards fent down Killigrew to 
the earl of Marre when regent, ofiering to put Mary into his 
hands. Killigrew was infrruB:ed to take good fecurity from 
the regent, that that queen fhould be tried for her crimes, 
and that the fentence fhou.:.d be executed upon her. It ap ... 
pears that Marre rejeCted the offer; becaufe v;~ hear no more 
pf it, . 

NOTE [P], p. 16g. 

S I R James Melyi1, p. 108~ 109. afcribes tp Elizabeth~ 
p,ofitive defign of animating the Scotch faCtions again.!; 

~a~h other~ b·ut his evidence is too inconfiderable to counter~ 
~)alance l?any other authorities, 'and is) indeed

1 
contrary to 

he; 
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her fubfequent condua, as well as her interefr, and the ne
ceffity of her fituation. It was plainly her interefr, that the 
king's party fuould prevc..il, and nothing could have engaged 
her to fiop their progrefs, or even forbear openly affifting 
them, but her intention of frill amufing the queen of Scots

7 

by the hopes of being peaceably refiored to her throne. See 
farther Strype, vol. ii. Append. p. zo. 

NOTE [Ql, p. 243· 

T HAT the q~een's negociations for marrying the duke 
Anjou were not feigned nor political, appears clearly 

from many circumftances; particularly from a pafi:1.gc in Dr. 
:For es ' s manufcript colletlions, at prefent in the poffcffion of 
lord Royiton. She there enjoins Walfingham, before he 

I 

opens the treaty> to examine the perfon of the duke; and as 
that "prince had lately recovered fi·om the fmall. pox, ihe de
fires her allJ.bafiador to confider, whether he yet retained fo 
much of his good looks, as that a woman could fix her af. 
feClions on him. Had Jhe not been in earnefl:, and had Jhe 
only meant to amufe the publi£ or the court of France, this 
circumfi:ance was of no moment. 

NOTE [RJ, p. 265. 
D 'E WE S, p. 328. The puritanical fttl had indeed 

gone fo far, that a book of difcipline was fecretly fub
fcribed by above five hundred clergymen; and the prefbyterian 
governmept thereby eftabliihed in the midfr of the church,. 
notwithfi:anding the rigour of the prelates and of the high 
commiffion. So impoffibl~ is it by penal ftatutes, however 
fevere, to fupprefs all religious innovation. See Neal's Hilt. 
of the Puritans, vol. i. p. 483. S~rype's Life of Whitgift, 

r· 291· 

NOTE [SJ, p. 267. 
T H IS year, the earl of Northumberland, brother to the 

earl beheaded forne years before, had been engaged in 
a confpiracy with lord Paget for the deliverance of the queen of 
Scots. He was thrown into the Tower; and being confcious 
that his guilt ~oulq be proved upon hipt, at leaft, that fen-

tence 

oss 
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tenc: would infallibly be pronounced againfl: him, he freed 
l1imfeF from farther profecution by a voluntary death. He 
fuot himfelf in the breafi: with a piftol. About the fame tim~ 
the ea1l of Arundel, fon of the unfortunate duke of Norfolk, 
having entered into fome excepti"nable meafures, and refletl.· 
ing on the unhappy fate, which had attended his family, en
deavoured to depart fecretly b~yond fea, but was difcovered 
and thrown into the Tower. In 1587 this nobleman was 
brouglt to his trial for high treafon ; chiefly bccaufe he had 
~ropped fame exprcffions of affeB:ion to the Spaniards, and 
had afirmed that he would have maJies f~id for the fuccefs of 
the Atmada. His peers found him guilty of treafon : This 
fevere fentence was not executed ; but Arundel never reco.
vered kis liberty. He died a prifoner in I 595. He carried 
his reLgious auil:erities fo far, t~at they were belieyed the im
media1e cau[e of his death. 

N 0 T E [TJ, p. 282 • 

.1\f A R Y's extreme animofity againft Elizabeth may eafiiy 
be conceived, and it broke out, about this time. in an 

incidellt, which may appear curious. While the former 
queen was kept in cuftody by the earl of Shrewfbury, Jhe lived 
during a long time in great intimacy with the countefs; but 
that laJy entertaining a jea!oufy of an amour between her an~ 
the ea~l, their friend!hip was converted into enmity; and 
Mary took a method of revenge, which at once gratified her 
fpite againft the countefs and that againft Elizabeth. She 
wrote to the queen informing her of all the malicious fcanda
lous ftcries, which, Jhe faid, the countefs of Shrew/bury had 
reporttrl of her : That Elizabeth had given a promife of mar
riage to a certain perfon, whom .fhe afterwards often admitted 
to her bed : . That ihe had been equally indulgent to Simier, 
the French agent, an.d to the duke of Anjou: That Hatton 
was all::> one of her paramours, who was even difgufted with 
ller exceffive love and fondr.efs : That though fhe was on other 
()Ccafi01s avaricious to the laft degree, as well as ungrateful, 
and kin.d to very few, fhe fpared no expence in gratifying her' 
amorots paffions : That notwithftanding her licentious amours, 
J.I:e wamot made like other women ; and all thofe who court~ 

e~ 
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~d her marriage would in the e11d be difappointeci : ,...hat ihe 
was fo conceited ·of her beauty, as to fwallow the mdl: extra~ 
vagant flattery from her courtiers, who copld not, )n the(e 
occafions, forbear even fneering at her for her folly: That it 
was ufi al for them to tell her, that the luftrc of he· beauty 
~a7,zled tll''m like that of the fun, and ~hey could no behold 
it \Yith a fixed eye : S:1e added, that the countefs htd faid.z 
that Mary's bei1: policy would be to engage her foi1 t> make 
love to the queen; nOf wa::, there any danger that fuci a pro
pcfal would be tal·en for mockery : So ridiculous was the 
opinion which foe had entert,lined of her own charm. Sh~ 
pretended, that the countefs had reprefcnted her a no lefs 
odious in her temper than p:o.fligate in her manners, and ab
furd in her V:!nity: Th:-_t Ihe had fo beaten a young Dman of 
the name of Scudamore a~ to break that lady's finger and in 
order to cover over the matter, it was pretended, nat the 
accident had proceeded from the fall of a candlefl:ick: That 
Ihe had cut another acrofs the hand with a knife, vho had 
been fo unfortunate as to oH"end her. Mary added, :hat the 
~ountefs had informed her, that Elizabeth had fuborred Rol
fione to pretend friendfuip to her, in order to deb:uch her, 
and thereby throw inf.:uny on her rival. See Murder's State 
Papers, p. 558. This imprudent and malicious letter was 
written a very little before the deteCtion of Mary's conpiracy; 
and contributed, no do~bt, to render the proceeding1 againft 
her the more rigorous. How far all thefe imputation: againfi: 
Elizabeth can be credited~ may perhaps appear dmbtful; 
But her extreme fonclnefs for Leicefler, Hatton, an( Eifex, 
~ot to mention l\1ountjoy and others, with the curious oaifages 
between her and admiral Seymour, contained in Haynes, 
render her chaftity very much to be fufpeCl:ed. Her Hf-con
ceit with regard to beauty, we know from other unloubted 
authority, to have been extravagant. Even when .fie was a 
Ycry old v.roman, Ihe allowed her courtiers to flatter ler with 
regard to her excellent beauties. Birch, vol. ii. p. 4¥· 443· 
Her paffionate temper may alfo be proved from many lively 
inftances ; and it was not unufual with her to leat her 
maids of honour. See the Sydney Papers, vol. ii. p. 38. 
'rhe blow fhc gave to Eifex before the privy-council is ano-
, · ' · ther 
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ther inftance. There remains in the Muf~um a letter of the 
earl of Huntington's, in which he complains grievoufly of the 
queen's pinching his wife very forely, on account of fome 
quarrel between them. Had this princefs been born in a 
private ftation, i11e would not have been very amiable : But 
her abfciute authority, at the fame time that it gave an un
controling fwing to her violent paffions, enabled her to com
pcnfate her infirmities by many great and iignal virtues. 

NOTE [U], p. 295. 
C A MD EN, p. 525. This evidence was that of Curie, 

her fecretary, whom il1e allowed to be a very honeft 
man ; and who, as well as Nau, had given proofs of his in
tegrity, by keeping fo long fuch important fecrets, from 
lvhofe difcovery he could have reaped the greateft profit. 
I\:1ary, after all, thought, that lhe had fo little reafon to. 
complain of Curie's evidence, that lhe took care to- have him 
paid a confiderable fum by her will, which lhe wrote the day 
before her death. Goodall, vol. i. p. 413. Neither did 

. .f1le forget N au, though lefs fatisfied in other refpeB:s with his 
con duel. Id. ibid. 

NOTE (X], p. 295; 

T HE detail of this confpiracy is to be found in a letter 
of the queen of Scots to Charles Paget, her great confi

dent. This letter is dated the zoth of May 1586, and is 
contained in Dr. Forbes's manufcript collections, at prefcnt in 
the poifeffion of lord Royfton. It is a copy atteftcd by Curlc, 
l\1ary's fecretary, and indorfed by lord Burleigh. What proves 
its authenticity beyond queftion is that we find in Murden's 
ColleC1ion, p. 516, that Mary attually wrote that very day a 

letter to Charles Paget: And farther, fl1e mentions, in the 
nianufcript letter, a letter of Charles Paget's of the 1oth of 
April: Now w:e find by Murden, p. so6, that Charles Paget 
did afmally \Vrite her a letter of that date. 

T H 1 s violence of fpirit is very confiften t with Mary's cha
racter. Her maternal affection was too \Veak to oppofe the 
gratification of her paffions, particularly her pride, her am
bition1 and her bigotry. Her fon, having made fome fruit

lefs 

tal, 

te 
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lds attempts to affociatc her with him in the title, and hav- _ 
ing found the fcheme impraCticable, on account of the preju
dices of his proteftant fubjeas, at lafi: deiifl:ed from that de
fign, and entered into an alliance with England, without 
comprehending his mother. She was in fuch a rage at this 
undutiful behaviour, as fhe imagined it, that fhe wrote to 
queen Elizabeth, that fhe no longer cared wl1at became of 
him or hcrfelf in the world; the greateft fatisfattion fhe could 
have before her death was to fee him and all his adherents 
become a figna! example of tyranny, ingratitude and impiety, 
:md undergo the vengeance of God for their wickednefs. 
She would find in Chriftendom other heirs, and doubted not 
to put her inheritance in fuch hands as would retain the firmeil: 
hold of it. She cared not, after taking this revenge, what 
became of her body: The quickeft death would then be the 
moll: agreeable to her. And fhe ~ffured her, that, if he perfe
vered, .fhe would difown him for her fon, would give him 
her maledietion, would difinherit him, as well of his prefent 
pofieffions as of all he could expeet by her ; abandoning him 
not only to her fubjeets to treat him as they had done her, 
but to all !hangers to fubdue and conquer him. It was in 
vain to employ menaces againfi: her: The fear of death or 
other misfortune would never jnduce her to make. one fiep 
or pronounce one fyllable beyond what fhc had determined: 
She would rather perifh with honour, in maintaining the 
dignity, to which God had raifed her, than degrade herfelf 
by the leaft pufillanimity, or aCt what was unworthy of her 
fration ;tnd of her race. l\1urden, p. 566, 567. 

JAMES faid to Courcelles, the French ambaft.'ldor, that he 
had fcen a letter under her own hanJ, in which fhe threatned 
to diiinherit him, and faid that he might betake him to the 
lordfhip of Darnley: For that was all he had by his father. 
Courcelles' Lette,·, a lrf S. of Dr. Camphcl's. There is in Jebb, 
vol. ii. p. 573, a letter of her's where fhe throws out the fame 
men:1.ce againft him. 

'rVE find this fcheme of feizing the king of Scots, and deli. 
vering him into the hands of the pope or the king of Spain, 
propofed by Morgan to I\tJary. See Murden, p. 525. A 
mother mull: be very violent to whom one would dare to make 

fuch 

I 
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fuch a propofal: But it feems fhe ailented to it. \V :IS not 

fuch a woman very capable of murdering her huib;md, who 

had fo grievoully offended her ? 

NOTE [Y], p. 297. 

THE volume of State Papers collet1ed by Mr. Murden, 
prove beyond controverfy, that Mary was long in clofe 

correfpondence vvith Babington, p. 513. pG. 532· 533· She 
entertained a like correfpondence with B~!lard, Morgan, and 
Charles Paget, and laid a fchemc with them for :In infurrection, 

and for the invafion of Enghnd hy Spain, p. sz8. 531. The 
fame papers fhow, that there had been a diJcontinuance of 

Babington's corrcfpondcnce, agreeably o Camclen'.s narr, ticn. 

See State Papers, p. 5 13·. whe;·e Morgan recom .ends it to 
queen Mary to renew her correfpondence with B:!bington. 
Thefe circumftances prove, that no weight can be laid on 
Mary's denial of guilt, and that her corref_ponclc.lce with 

Babington contained particulars, which could not be avowed. 

NOTE [ZJ, p. 297· 

T HER E are three· fuppofitions, by which the letter to 
Babington may be accounted for, without allowing 

Nhry's concurrence in the confpiracy for aflaffinating Eliza
b~th. The firft is, that whicli ilie feems l.erfelf to have em

braced, that ·her fecretaries had received Bahington's letter, 
and had, without any tre:1cherous intention, ventured ofthr::m
felves to anfwer it, and had never communicat(;d the matter 
to her: But it is utterly imprcb:-:.ble, if not impoffible, that a 

princefs of fo much fenfe and fpirit fhould, in an afFair of that 

importance, be fo treated by her fervants who lived in the 

houfe with her, and who had every moment an opportuniry of 
communicating the iecret to her. If the confpiracy f~,iled, 
they muft expect to fufter the fcvcre.R puniiliment from the 

court of England ; if it fucceeded, the lightcft pu~dhment, 

which they could hope for from their ov;n miHrcfs, mufl: be 
difgrace, on account of their temeri~:y. Not to mt?ntion, tha.t 
Mary,s ccncurrcnce was in fome degree requifite fer effeCt

ing the dcfign of her efcape ; It was propofcd to attJ.ck her 
gu:-scls, while ilie was employed in hun~ing : She mull: there-

fore 
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fore concert the time and place with the confpirators. The 
fecond fuppoiitron is, that t 1efe two fecret3.ries were previ
oufiy traitors ; and being gained by \Valfi.1gham~ had made 
fuch a reply in their mifh-efs's cypher~ as might involve he1· in 
the guilt of the confpiracy. But thefe two men had lived long 
with the queen of Scots~ had been entirely tru1ed by her, 
and had never fallen under fufpicion either with her or her 
partizans. Camden informs us, that Curie afterwards claimed 
a reward from Walfingham on pretence of fome promife ; but 
Walfingham told him, that he owed him no reward, and 
that he had made no difcoveries on his examination, which 
were not known with certainty from other quarters. The 
third fuppofition is, that neither the queen por the two fccre
taries, Nau and Curie, ever fav,r Babington's letter, or made 
any anfwer ; but that Walfingl1am, having decyphered the 
former, forged a reply. But this fuppofition implies the falfe
hood of the whole ftory, told by · Camden, of Giffurd's accefs 
to the queen of Scots' family, and Paulet's refufal to concur 
in allowing his fervants to be bribed. Not to mention, th~t 

2..s Nau's and Curl's evidence muft, on this fuppoiition, have 
been extorted by violence and terror, they would- neceifarily 
have been engaged, for their own juftification, to have told 
the truth afterwards; efpecially upon the acccffion of J amcs. 
But Camden informs us, that Nau, even after that event, per
lifted frill in his teilimony. 

WE mufr alfo confider, that the two laft fuppofitions imply 
fuch a monfl:rous criminal conduct: in Wai:iingham, and confe
quently in Elizabeth (for the matter could be no fc cret to her) 
as exceeds all credibility. If we confider the iituation of 
things and the prejudices of the times, Mary's confent to Ba
bington's confpiracy appears much more natur:tl and probable. 
She believed Elizabeth to be an ufurpcr and a h retic: She 
regarded her as a perfonal and a violent enemy: She knew that 
fchemes for affaffinating heretics were very familiar in that 
age, and generally approved of hy the court of Rome and the 
zealous catholics : Her own liberty and fovereignty were con· 
neftcd with the fuccefs of this enterprize: AnFi it cannot ap

pear ftrange, that where m~n of fo much merit as Babington 
t 'ould 
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could be engaged, by bigotry alone, in fo criminal an enter
prize, Mary, who was aCtuated by the fame motive, joined to 
fo many others, fhould have given her confent to a fcheme 
projeCted by her friends. We may be previoufly certain, that, 
if fuch a fcheme was ever communicated to her~ with any 
probability of fuccefs, fhe would affent to it: And it ferved 
the purpofe of W alfingham and the Englifh miniftry to faci
litate the communication of thefe fchemes, as foon as they had 
gotten an exped,ient for intercepting her anfwer, and detecting 
the confpiracy. Now \V"alfingham's knowledge of t.he matter 
js a fuppolition necefiary to account for the letter delivered to 
Babington. 

As to the not punifhing of N au and Cur le by Elizabeth, it 
never j::; the praCtice to puniih leffer criminals., who had given 
evidence againil: the principal. 

BuT what ought to induce us to rejeCt thefe three fuppofi., 
tions, is~ that they muft, all of them, be confidered as bare 
poffibilities : The partizans of Mary can give no reafon for 
pr~ferring one to the other: Not the flighteft evidence ever 
appeared to fupport any one of them: Neither at that time, 
nor at any time afterwards, was any reafon difcove;ed, by the 
numerous zealots at · home and abroad who had embraced 
1\:lary's defence, to lead us to the belief of any of thefe three 
fuppofitions; and even her apologifts at prefent feem not to 
have fixed on any choice among thefe fuppofed poffibilities. 
The pofitive proof of two very credible witneffes, fupported 
by the other very ftrong circumil:ances, frill remains unim
peached. Babington~ who had an extreme intcreit to haYe com
munication with the queen of Scots, believed he had fJund a 
means of correfpondence with her, and had received an anfwer 
from her: He, as well as the other confpirators, died in that 
belief: There has not occurred, fince that time, the lea.ft ar~ 
gument to prove that they were mi.ftaken: Can there be any 
reafon at prefent to doubt the truth of their opinion? Cam
den, though a profeH: apologi.ft for Mary, is coni1rained to 
tell the .ftory in fuch a manner as evidently fuppofes her guilt. 
Such was the impoilibility of Ending any other confi.ftent a(~ 
count, even by a man of parts, who was a contemporary! 
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IN this light might the quefrion have appeared even during 
Mary's trial. But what now puts her guilt beyond all contra· 
verfy is the following paffage of her letter to Thomas Morgan, 
dated the 27th of July I 5 86. H As to Babington, he hath 
u both kindly and honerdy offereci himfclf and all his means 
u to be employed any way I would. Whereupon I hope to 

have fatisfied him by two of my feveral letter£, :fin.ce I had 
" his ; and the rather, for that I opened him the way, where
" by I received his with your aforefaid." Murden, p. 533· 
Babington confeffed, that he had offered her to a!faffina~e the 
queen: It appears by this, that fhe had accepted the offer : 
So that all the fuppo:litions of \Valfingham's forgery, or the 
temerity or treachery f her fecretaries, fall to the ground. 

NOTE [AA], p. 302. 

THIS parliament granted the queen a fupply of a fub. 
fidy and two fifteenths. They adjourned, and met 

again after the execution of the queen of Scots; when there 
paffed fame remarkable incidents, which it may be proper 
nDt to omit. We fhall give them in the words of Sir Simon 
D'Ewes, p. 410, 41 1, which are almoft wholly tranfcribed 
from Townihend's Journal. On Monday the 27th of Febru
ary, Mr. Cope, firil: uling fome fpeeches touching the neceffity 
of a learned minifrry and the amendment of thi_ngs amifs in the 
ecclefiafrical efrate, offered to the houfc a bill and. a book writ· 
ten ; the biil containing a petition, that it might be enatledp 
that all laws now in force touching ecclefiaftical government 
fr.ould be void: And that it might he cn~Cted that that book 
of common prayer now ofFered, ahd none other, might .. be 
received into the church to be ufed. The book contained the 
form of prayer and adminiihation of the facr~mcn ts, with 
di\ers rites and cercmonjes to be ufed in the church; and he 
defired that the book might be read. Whereupon Mr. Speaker 
!n effetl: ufed this fpeech : For that her m~jefiy before this 
time had commanded the houfe not to meddle with this m:tt· 
ter, and that her majcfty had prom· fed to take order in thofe 
caufes, he doubted not but to the go~d fatis[ttlion of -all her 
people, he dcfired that it would pleaie them to fpare the reau4 
1ng of it. Notwithftandin& the hoLti~ deiired ' the read.ing of 

Vo1.. V, L 1 it. 
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refl:itution of them again to the houfe. To which fpeeches 
Mr. Vice-chamberlain anfwered, that if the gentlemen were 
committed for matter within the compafs of the privilege of 
this houfe, then there might be a petition; but if not, then 
we !hould give occafion to her majefty's farther difpleafure: 
And therefore advifed to fray until they heard more, which 
co·nld not be long : And farther, he faid touching the book 
and the petition, her majefi:y had, for diverfe good caufes 
beft known to herfelf, thought fit to fupprefs the fame, with
out any farther examination thereof; and yet thought it very 
unfit for her majefty to give any accouut of het doings.-
But w-hatfoever Mr. Vice-chamberlain pretended, it is moft 
probable thefe members were committed for intermeddling 
with matters touching the church, which her majefty had 
often inhibited, and which had caufed fo much difputation 
an::l fo many meetings between the two houfes the laft parlia

ment. 
THis is all we find of the matter in Sir Simon D'Ewes and 

Townfend ; and it appears that thofe members, who had been 
committed, were detained in cuftody till the queen thought 
proper to releafe thc:n. Thefe queftions of Mr. Wentworth 
are curious ; becaufe they contain fome faint dawn of the 
prefent Englifu conftitution ; though fuddenly eclipfed by tht 
arbitrary government of Elizabeth. ·wentworth was indeed, 
by his puritanifm, as well as his love of liberty (fot thefe two 
characters of fuch unequal merit, arofe and advanced toge
ther) the true forerunner of the Hambdens, the Pyms, and 

e Hollifes, who~ in the next age, with lefs ccurage, be
caufe with lefs danger, rendered their principles fo triumphant. 
I fuall only afk~ whether it be not fufficiently clear from all 
thefe tranfaClions, that in the two fucceeding reigns it was the 
people who encroached upon the fovereign; not the fovereign, 
who attempted, as is pretended, to ufurp upon the people? 

NOTE [BB], p. 338. 

7 HE queen'r.fpucb in the camp ifCJ'il!Jury was in tbefl words: 
My loving people, we have been perfuaded by fome, 

t.\at are careful of our fafety, tO take heed how we commit 
ourfelves 
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curfelves to armed multitudes, for fear of treachery; but 
aifure you, I do not defire to live to diftrufr my faithful and 
loving people. Let tyrants fear: I have always fo behaved 
myfelf, that, under God, I have placed my chiefe!! ftrength 
and fafeguard in the loyal hearts and good will of my fubjetls. 
And therefore I am come among!! you at this time, not as for 
my recreation or fport, but being refolved in the mid!! and 
heat of the battle to live or die amongft you all ; to lay down, 
for my God, and for my kingdom, and for my people, my ho
nour and my blood, even in the duft. I know I' have but the 
body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart of a 
king, and of a king of England too ; and think foul fcorn, 
that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, fhould dare to 
invade the borders of my realms: To which, rather than any 
di!honour lhall grow by me, I myfelf will take up arms ; I 
myfelf will be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one 
of your virtues in the field. I know already, by your for
wardnefs, that you have deferved rewards and crowns; and 
W!! do aifure you, on the word of a prince, they !hall be duly 
paid you. In the mean time, mr, lieutenant generallhall be in • 
my ftead; than whom never prince commanded a more noble 
and worthy fubjetl; not doubting, by your oBedience to my 
general, by your concord in the camp, and your valour in the 
field, we fhalllhortly have a famous victory over thofe enemies 
of my God, of my kingdom, and of my people. 

N 0 T E [CC], p. 345· 
S TRY PE, vol. iii. p. 525. On the fourth ofSeptember, 

foon after the difperfion of the Spanifh Armada, died the 
earl of Leicefter, the que~n's great, but um~orthy, favourite. 
Her aftettion for him continued to the laft. He had difcovered 
no condutt in any of his militaryenterprizes; and was fufpetled 
of cowardice: Yet fue entrufied him with the command of her 
armies during the danger of the Spanifh invafion ; a partiality: 
which might have proved fatal to her, had the duke of Parma 
been able to land his ~roops in England. She had even order
ed a commiffion to be drawn for him, conftituting him her 
lieutenant in the kingdoms of England and Ireland; but Bur
~eigh and Hatton reprefentetl to her the danger of entrufiing 

L 1 3 fuch. 
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fuch unlimited authority in t4e hands of any fubjeB:, and pre
vented the execution of that defign. No wonder, that a con
duB:, fo unlike the .ufual jealoufy of Elizabeth, gave reafon 
to fufpeCl:, that her partiality was founded on fome other 

paffion than friendfhip. But Elizabeth feemed to carry her 

affetlion to Leicefl:er no farther than the grave: She ordered 
his goods to be difpofed of at a public fale, in order to reim

burfe herfelf of feme debt which he owed her; and her ufual 

attention to money was obferved to prevail over her regard to 

the memory of the deceafed. This earl was a great hypocrite, 

a. pretender to the ftrictefl: religion, an encourager of the 

puritans, and a founder of hofpitals. 

N 0 T E [DD], p. 345· 

S TRY PE, vol. iii. p. 542. Id. append. p. 239. There 
'-- are fome fingular pafl:1ges in this Jafr fpeech, which may 

be worth taking notice of; ef!;ecially as t:1cy came from a 

member who was no courtier: For he argues againfr the fub

fidy. " And firfi:," fays he, " for the tzeajfity thereof, I 
H cannot deny, but if it were a charge impofeJ. upon us by 

u her maj.efi:y's commandment, or a demand proceeding from 

'"' her majefty by way of rcq ueft, that I think there is not one 
cc among us all, either fo difobedicnt a fnbjcB: in regard of 
H our duty, or fo unthankful a man in rcfpett of the inefti~ 

~' mable benefits. which, by her or from her, we h:-tve recciYed, 
tc which would not with frank confcnt, both of voic~ and 
" heart, moft willingly fubmit himfelf thereunto, without 

H any unreverend enquiry into the caufes thereof. For i~ is 
" continually in the mouth of us ~11, that our lands, goods, 
" and li\'cs are at our prince's d:.fpol~ng. And it agrecth 

!'very well with that pcfition of the civil r~.w, which fayeth~ 
H Q!todomnia regisfimt. But how? Ita tc:men ut o11miumji1zt. 

" Ad rcgem et:ill'z pot~/las om;zi:u!z pc;·::'i:Ct ; ad fiJZgulos proprietas. 

" So that although i:: be moit true, that her majeily hath over 
'"' ourfelves and our good:, pot~f!c.tet.·t ilr..ptraJZdi ; yet it is 
cc true, that u.ntil that power command (which, 1:o doubt, 

" will not command without ve1T j~H: C'!.t:~e) c\·ery fubjecr 
,~' hath hiE ov.'n frojrietatttiz po.ffi~fcndi. '\'!-tich po' •er and 

" C0!1!~ll;!J;Jmep~· 
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4.' commandment trom her majefty, which we have not yet 
" received, I take it (faving reformation) that we are freed 
" from the caufe of 11ecr.jJity. • And the caufe of neceffity, is 
" the dangerous eftate of the commonwealth, &c." The 
tenor of the fpeech pleads rather for a general benevolence 
than a fubfidy: For the law of Richard III. againft benevo
lence was never conceived to have any force. rfhe member 
even proceeds .. o a!Ii~rt, with fame precaution, that it was in 
the power of a parliament to refufe the king's demand of a 
fubfi.dy. And that there was an inftance of that liberty, in 
Henry III.'s time, near four hundred years before. Sub fine. 

N 0 T E [EEJ, p. 348. 

WE may judge of the extent and importance of thefe 
abufes by a fpcech of Bacon's ag::tinft purveyors, dcli-

ered in the firft feffion of the .firft parliament of the fubfcqucnt 
reign, by which alfo we m:ty learn that Elizabeth had given 
no redrefs to the grievan:es complained of. " Firft," fays 
he, " they take jn kint.l. what they ought not to take ; fe
H condly, they take in quantity a far greater proportion than 
" cometh to your majefty's ufe; thirdly, they tah~ in an un
" lawful manner, in a manner, I fay, .dirc0.ly an,l exprefsly 
" prohibited by the feveral laws. For the firit, I a::n a little 
" to alter their name ; For infl:e:id of takers, they bcco1<:e 
" taxers: Inftead of taking provifi.ons for your majelty's fer
" vice, they tax your people ad redimendam r..:exc:tionem ; im
" pofing upon them and extorting from them di\'ers fums of 
" money, fometimes in grofs, fometimes in the nat l!'e of fl:i
H pends annually paid, ne nccea11t, to be freed and eafeJ. cf 
" their o2preffion. Again, they take trees, which by l~.w 
"' they cannot do; timber trees, which are the beauty, c_,nn
"' tenance and fl1elter of men's houfes ; that men have long 
"' fpared from thejr own purfe and profit; th:1.t men cil~cm, 
u for their ufe and delight, abm·e ten times the vduc; 

" that are a lofs which men cannot repair or recover. Thefe, 
" do they take, to the defa.cing and fpoiling of your fubjeCts 
" manf:.ons and dwellings, except they m:ty b~ compounded 
H wit:l to their own appetites. A~td if a g-cntle1!lan be too· 

J~ I t. H h«-rd 
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" hard for them while he is at home, they will watch their 
H time when there is but a bailiff or a fervant remaining, and 
4 ' put the ax to the root of the tree, ere ever the mail:er can 
" ftop it. Again, they ufe a ftrange and moft unjuft exaction 
" in caufing the fubjecls to pay poundage of their own debts, 
u due from your majefty unto them: So as a poor man, when 
H he has had his hay or his wood, or his poultry (which per
" chance he was full loath to part with, and had for the pro
" vifion of his own family and not to put to fale} taken from 
u him, and that not at a j uft price, but under the value, 
" anJ cometh to receive his money, he !hall have after the 
" rate of twelve pence in the pound abated for poundage of 
" his due payment upon fo hard conditions. Nay farther, 
" they are grown to that extremity (as is affirmed, though it 
u be fcarce credible, fave th::J.t in fuch perfons all things are 
" credible) that they ·.-..·.ill take double poundage, once when 

" the debenture is made, and agaia the fecond time, whe-n 
'' the money is paid. For the iecond point, moft gracious 
" fm·ercign, touching the quantity which they take far above 
" that which is anf,vered to your majefty's ufc; it is affirmed 
" unto me by di v·ers g::~< tlcmen of good report, as a matter 
" which I may fafely avouch unto your m:-~jei1y, that there 
" is no pound profit, which redoundeth unto your majefty in 
" this courfe, but incluceth and begetteth three pound da
" mage upon your fuhje3.s, befide the difcontentmcnt. And 
'' to the end they may make their fpoil more fccurcly, what 
" do they ? \Vhereas di\'ers ftatutes do ftriClly provide, tint 
" wh:ufoe\'et they t, ke tl1all be regi1kred and attcfted, to the 
" end that by m:d"-ii16 a collation of that which is taken from 
" the country and that which is anfwcred above, their de
" ceits mig.1t ~ppe:>..r, they, to the end to obfcure their 
H de~ci::s, ~.;acdy omit tltc obfervation of this, which the law 
" pref..:ribeth. And thcrdore to defcend, if it may pleafe 
" your m:-,jeily, to the third fort of abufe, which is of the 
" ur..lawful ma;1ncr of their t"-king, whereof this queftion is 

re a br:1nch; it is fo manifold, as it rather afketh an enume~ 
'' rat.icn of feme cf the particulars than a profecution of all. 

•" For tl:cir p;-.ice, by law they ought to take as they can agre::: 
~~ with the fubj_etl; by abufe, they take at an im1)ofed and en_ 

" fmced 
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" forced price: By law they ought to make but one apprize

" mcnt by neighbours in the country; by abufe, they make 

" a fecond apprizemeent at the court-gate, and when the fub
" jetl:s cattle come up many miles lean and out of plight by 

" reafon of their travel, then they prize them anew at an 
" abated price: By law, they ought to take between fun and 

" fun; by abufc, they take by twilight and in the night

" time, a time well chofen for malefactors: By law, they 

" ought not to take in the high-ways (a place by her ma

" jcfty's high prerogative protected, and by ilatute by fpecial 

" words excepted); by abufe, they take in the highways: By 
" law, they ought to fhew their commiffion, &c. A number 

" of other particulars there are, &c." Bacon's works, vol. 

iv. p. 305, 306. 
SucH were the abufes, which Elizabeth would neither per-

- m it her parliaments to meddle with, nor redrefs herfelf. I 
believe it will readily be allowed, that this flight prerogative 
alone, which has pafied almoft unobferved amidft other 

branches of fo much greater importance, was fufficient to ex
tinguifh all regular liberty. For what elector, or member of 
parliament, or even jurymaR, durft oppofe the will of the court, 
while he lay under the lafh of fuch an arbitrary prerogative? 
For a farther account of the grievous and incredible oppref

iions of purveyors, fee the Journals of the houfe of commons, 
vol. i. p. 190. There is a fl:ory of a carter, which may be 
worth mentioning on this occafion. u A carter had three 

" times been at \Vindfor with his cart to carry away, upon 
" fummons of a remove, fame part of the ftuff of her ma
" jefty's wardrobe ; and when he had repaired thither once, 
" twice, and the third time, and that they of the wardrobe 
" had told him the third time that the remove held not, the 
" carter, clapping his hand on his thigh, f.'lid, No'l.l,) I fie, 

" that tbe queen. is a <'WOman as well as my 'l.vife. Which words 
tc being overheard by her majefty, who then fiood at the wi.n
H dow, fhc faid, 1f7hat a rvillain is tbis? and fo fent h1m 

*' three angels to fio,p his mout4.." Bu·ch's Memoirs Yol, i, 

r· 1 ss: 
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N 0 T E [FF], p. 358. 
,.f HIS year the nation fuffered a great lofs, by the death 

of Sir Francis W alfingham, fecretary of ftate; a man 
equally celebrated for his abilities and his integrity. He had 

pa!fed through many employments, had been very frugal in 
his expence, yet died fo poor, that his family was obliged to 
give him a private burial. He left only one daughter, firff 
married to Sir Philip Sidney, then to the earl of E!fcx, favour
ite of queen Elizabeth, and laftly to the earl of C1anricarde of 
Iteland. The fame year died Thomas Randolph, \\'ho had 
been employed by the queen in fe\·cral embaffics to Scotland; 
as did alfo the earl of Warwic, elder brother to Leicefier. 

NOTE [GG], p. 36r. 
T HIS aB:ion of Sir Richard Greenville is fo frngular, as 

to merit a more particular relation. He was engaged 

alone with the whoJe Spanifh fleet of fifty-three f:1.il, which 
bad ten thoufand men on board; and from the time the fight 
began, \vhich was about three in the afternoon, to the breaK 
of day next morning, he repulfed the enemy flftcea times,. 
though they continually fhifted their veRcls, and boarded \Vith 
frefh men. ' In the beginning of the aB:ion he himfclf received 
a wound; but he continued doing his duty above deck till 
eleven at night, when receiving a fi·efh wound, he was cc.r· 
ried down to be drefled. During this operation he received a 
.fhot in the head, and the furgeon was killed by his :fide. 
The Englifh began now to want powder ; all their fmall arm 
were broken or become ufelefs; of this number, which were 
but a hundred and three at firft, forty were killed, and almof1: 
all tl.e reft wounded ; their mafts were beat overboard, thtir 
t~ckle cut in pieces, and nothing' but a hulk left, unable to 

move one way or other. In this :fituation Sir Richard pro
pofed to the fhip's company, to truft to the mercy of God, 
not to that of the Spaniards, and to deftroy the fhjp with 

thcmfelves, rather than yield to the enemy. The mafier gun

ner, and many of the fcamen, agreed to this dcfperatc refo-
1ution ; but others nppofed it, and obliged Grccm·ille tn 
fur render himfclf ,tn:i!oner, He t' i ,J a few day after; and 

hi· 
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his laft words were: " Here die I, Richard Greenville, with 
." a joyful and quiet mind ; for that I have ended my life as 
" a true foldier ought to do, fighting for his country, ~een, 
u religion, and honour: My foul willingly departing from 
cc this body, leaving behind the lafting fame of having be
" haved as every valiant foldier is in his duty bound to do." 
The Spaniards loft in this !harp though unequal atlion, four 
fhips, and about a thouf:md men. And Greenville's veficl 
perifhed foon after, with two hundred Spaniards in l1er. 
_Hackluyt's Voyages, vol. ii. part 2. p. 169. ~amden, 
P· s6s. 

NOTE [HHJ, p. 385. 
J T is ufual for the fpeaker to difqualify himfelf for th6 

office ; but the reafons employed by this fpeaker are fi> 
fingular, that they may be worth tranfcribing. " l'vfy cilatc/' 
faid he, " is nothing correfpondent for the maintenance of 
u this di~nity: Fqr my father dying left me a younger bro
" ther; and nothing to me but my bare annuity. Thea 
'' growing to man's eftate and fome fmall praCtice of the law, 
u I took a wife, by whom I have had many children ; the 
cc keeping of us all being a great .impovcrifhing to my eftate, 
" and the daily living of us all nothing but my daily induftry. 
f' Neither from my perfon nor my nature doth this choice 
u arife : For he that fupplieth this place ought to be a man 
" big and comely, ftately and well-fpoken, his voice great, 
" his carriage majefiical, his nature haughty, and his purfe 
" plentiful and heavy : But contrarily, the ilature of my body 
" is fmall, myfelf not fo well-fpoken, my voice low, my car
" riage lawyer-like, and of the common fafi1ion, my nature 
" foft and bafhfu], my purfe thin, light, and never yet plen
" tiful.--If Dm:ojihmes, being fn learned and eloquent as 
H he was, one whom none furpafied, trembled to fpcak. before 
'' Phochn at .Athens; how much more fhall T, being unlearned 
'' and unfkilful to fupp1y the place of dignity, charge, and 
" trouble, to fpeak before fo many Phocicm as here be? Yea, 
" ,.

1
hich is the greater!, before the unfpeakahle majefl:y and 

" facred perfonage of .!'Ur dread and Jcar fovcreign : The 
'f terror of whofe ccunten.:nce will appal and abafe even the 

' 8 " fcoq~~ 
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cc ftoute!l: hearts; yea., whofe very name will pull down the 
u greatefi: courage. For how mightily do ~he efi:ate and name 
cc of a prince dejeet the haughtieft ftomach even of their 
" greatefi: fubjeCls !" D'Ewes., p. 459· 

N 0 T E [II], p. 392. 

CABBALA, p. 234-• Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 386. 
Speed.J p. 877. The whole letter of Effex is fo curious 

and fo fpirited, that the reacler may not be difpleafed to read 
it. " My very good lord; Though there is not that man 
u this day living, whom I would fooner make judge of any 
" quefi:ion that might concern me than yourfelf, yet you muft 
u give ~e leave to tell you, that in fome cafes I mufi: appeal 
u from all earthly judges : And if any, then furely in this, 
" when the highe11: judge on earth has impofed on ITce the 

heavieft punifhment without trial or hearing. Since then I 
u mufi: either anfwer your lordihip's argument, or elfe forfake 
" mine own juft defence, I will force mine aching head to do 
" me fervice for an hour. I muil: firft deny my difcontent, 
" which was forced, to be an humorous difcontent; and 
" that it was unfcafonahle or is of fo long continuing, your 
" lordihip tlwuld rather condole with me than cxpofiulate: 
" Natural fcafons are expeCted here below; hut violi!nt and 
" unreafonable ftorms come from above: There is no tempeft 
" equal to the paffionate indignation of a prince; nor yet at 
" any time fo unfeafonable as when it lighteth,on thofe that 
" might expect a harveft of their careful and pai.nfullabours. 
" He that is once wounded, muft needs feel finart, till his 
" hurt is cured, or the part hurt become fenfelefs : But cure 
" I expeCt none, her maje11:y's heart being obdurate againft 
" me; and be without fenfe I cannot, being of Heih and 

blood. But, fay you, I may aim at the end : I do more 
than aim; for I fee an end of all my fortunes, I have fet an 
end to all my ddires. In this cour{e do I any thing for my 
enemies! . \V hen I was at court, I found them abfo1 ute ; 

H and, therefore, I had rather they ihould triumph alone, 
cc than have me attendant upon the.ir chariots. Or do I leave 
•' my friends [ Wheq J was a courtier, I could yield them 

" no 
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n no fruit of my love unto them; and now, that I am a her
" mit, they Thall bear no envy for their love towards me. 
" Or do I forfake rnyfelf, becaufe I do enjoy myfelf? Or do 
"' I overthrow my fortunes, becaufe I build not a fortune of 
4

' paper walls, which every puff of wind bloweth down? Or 
., do I ruinate mine honour, becaufe I leave following the 
H purfuit, or wearing the falfe badge or mark of the fhadow 
cc of honour ? Do I give courage or comfort to the foreign 
" foe, becaufe I referve myfelf to encounter with him? Or 
" becaufe I keep my heart from buiinefs, though I cannot 
" keep my fortune fi·om declining? No, no, my good lord. 
" I give every one of thcfe coniiderations its due weight; and 
C'C the rnm:e I weigh them, the more I find myfelf jnfl:ified from 
" o.ffending in any of them. As for the two laft objections,. 
" .that I forfake my country, when it hath moft need of me, 
H and fail in that inditroluble duty which I owe to my fove-
4>, reign; I anfwer, that if my country had at t!1is time any 
H need of my public fervice, her majcfty that p;overneth it, 
~' would not have driven me to a private life. I am tied t9 

" my country by two bonds; one public. to difcharge care
., fully and indufirioufly that trufi: which is committed to me; 
H the other private, to facrificc for it my life and c.arcafe, 
H which hath been nourifhed in it. Of the fir!l: I am free~ 
" being difmiifed, difcharged, and difabled by her maje11y: 

Of the other, nothing can free me but death; and therefpre 
~' no occaiion of my perfOJ·mance fhall fooncr offer itfelfbut I 
" fhall meet it half way. The ind.iifoluhle duty which I .bwe 
" unt{) her majefty, is only the duty of allegiance, which l • 

never have, nor never can fail in : The duty of attendance, 
~' is no indiifoluble duty. I o r.;e her majeflY. the duty of an 
u earl and of lord marfhal of En.gland. I have been content 
H to do her majefty the fervice of a clerk; but I can ne~er 

ferve h.er as a villain or ila~;e. But yet you f.1.y I muft g1ve 
" way unto the time. So I do; for now that I fee the ~arm 
'' come 1 have put myfelf into the harbour. Senectt fa1etb, 
" we m~fl: give way to Fortune : I know that Fortune is both. 

blind and Jlrono-, anc1 therefore I go as far as I can out of 
H her way. y o: fay the remedy is not to ihive: I neither 

" Jh:il· 
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" ihivc nor feek for remedy. But, you fay, I muft yield and 
" fubmit: I can neither yield myfelf to be guilty, nor allow 

" the impuh1tion laid upon me to be jufl:: I owe fo much to 

H the Author of all truth, as I can never yield truth to be 
u falfehood, nor falfehood to be truth. Have I given caufe, 

H you aik ; -and yet take a fcandal when I h<:.ve done r No: 
" I gave no ~aufe, not fo much as Fimhria's complaint againft 

" me ; for I aid totum telum corpore recipere: Receive the whole 
" fword into my body. I patiently bear all, and fenfi.bly feel 
" all that I then received, when this fcandal was given me. 
" Nay more, when the vileft of all indignities are done unto 

" me," &c. This noble Ietter, Bacon afterwards, in plead

ing againfl: Efiex, called bold and prefumptuous, and dero· 

gatory to her majefty. Birch's )Vlcmoirs, vol. ii. p. 388. 

NOTE [KKJ, p. 420. 

M 0 S T of queen Elizabeth's courtiers feigned love and 
defire towards her, and addrcfied themfelves to her in 

the fl:ile of paffion and gallantry. Sir \V alter Raleigh, having 
fallen into difgrace, wrote the following letter to his friend 

Sir Robert Cecil, with a view, no doubt, of having it ihewn 

to the queen. " My heart was never broke till this day, 

" that I hear the queen goes away fo far off', whom I have 

·" followed fo many years, with fo grcJ.t love and defire, in 
H fo many journeys, and am now left behind her in a dark 
" prifon all alone. While fue was yet near at hand, that I 
" might hear of her once in two or three days, my forrowi 
" were the lcfs ; but even now my heart is cafe into the depth 
cc of all mifery. I, that was wont to behold her riding like 

" Alexander, hunting Eke Dirma, wa.lking like Yemu, the 
u gentle wind blcwin n- her fJ.ir hair about her pure cheeks, 

like a nymph, fo a!ttimcs ii tting in the ihade like a God

H clefs, fometimes fi np;ing like an Angel, fometimes playing 

" like Orpheus; beholll the fu rrow of this world! once :1mifs 

" hath bereaved me of all. 0 glory that only fl1inetli in 
misfortune, what is hccome of thy atTur;mce? All wounds 

" have "fears but that of fantafie: All afFections their relent .. 

" ing but that of womankind . \Vho is the judge of friend· 
" thi 
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u fhip but adverfity, or when is grace witneficd but in of
H fences ? There were no divinity but by reafon of com
<C paffion : For revenges are brutifh and rrtbrtal. All thofe 
" times pail:, the loves, the fighs, the farrows, the def:res, 
" cannot they weigh down one frail misfortune ? Cannot 
" one drop of gall be hid in fo g~·eat h-.aps of f\vc~tnefs ? I 
" may then conclude, Spes & fortuJJa, <valiNe. She is gone 
" in whom I trufi:ed; and of me hath not one thought of 
" mercy, nor any refpetl: of that which was. Do with me 
~, now therefore wl1at you lift. I am more weary of life than 
" they are deiirous I fhoulJ perifh ; which, if it had been for 
" her, as it is by her, I had been too happily born." Alur. 
den, 657• It is to be remarked, that this Nymph, Venuf, 
Goddefs, Angel, \Vas then about fixty. Yet five or fix years 
after, fhe allowed the fame language to be held to her. Sir 
Henry Unton, her ambaflador in France, relates to her a 
converfation which he haJ \Vith Henry IV. The monarch, 
after h::tving introduced Unton to his mifl:refs, the fair Ga
brielle, alked him how he liked her. " I anfwered fparingly 
" in her praife," faid the minifter, cc and told him, that if., 
" without offence, I might fpeak it, I had the picture of a far 
" more eKcellent miilrefs, and yet did her picture come far 
" ihort of her perfection of beauty. As you love me~ faid he., 
" fhew it me, if you have it about you. I made fomc diffi
" culties ; yet upon his importunity offered it to his view 

very fecretly~ holding it ftill in my hand: He beheld it 
u v:ith paffion and admiration~ faying, that I had reafon, Je 
u me ,·ends, protefiing, that he had never feen the like; fo, 
" with great reverence, he kined it twice or thrice, I detain
" ing it £till in my hand. In the end, .with fome kind of 
" contention, he took it from me, vowing, that I might take 

my leave of it: For he would net forego it for any trcafurc: 
H And that to poffefs the favour of the lively piB:urc, he 
" would for fake all the world, ~nd held himfclf mofi: happy
" withmanyothermoftpaffionatcfpceches." Jt.1urdm, p. 718. 
For farther particulars on this head, fee the ingenious autho.r 
of the Catalogue of royal and noble Authors, article Effix. 
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NOTE [LL], p. 44r. 
} T may not be amifs to !i.1bjoin fome pc.fL~gcs of thefe 

fpeeches; which may ferve to give us a juft 'idea of the 
government of that age, and of the political principles, 
wl}ich prevailed during the reign of Elizabeth. Mr. Lau
rence Hyde propofed a bill, entituled, An aB: for the expla
nation of the common law in certain cafes of letters patent. 
l\1r. Spicer faid, This bill may touch the prerogative royal, 
which,. as I learned the laft parliament, is fo tranfcendent, 
that the --- of the fubject: may not afpire thereunto. Far 
be it therefore from me, that the ftate and prerogative royal 
d the prince fhould be tied b)' me, or by the aB: of any other 
fubjetl:. Mr. Francis Bacon faid, As to the prerogative-royal 
of the prince, for my own part, I ever allowed of it; and it 
is fuch as I hope will never be difcuffed. The queen, as fhe" 
is our fovereign, hath both an enlarging and reftraining 
pvwer. For by her prerogative fhe may fet at liberty things 
1·eflrained by ftatute law or othenvife, and fecondly, by her 
prerogative fhe may reftrain things which be at liberty. For 
the firft, fhe may grant a tzotz o!Jjimzte contrary to the penal 
laws. -- With regard to monopolies and fuch like cafes, 
the cafe hath ever been to humble ourfelves unto her m3jefty, 
and by petition defire to have our grievances remedied, efpe
cially when the remedy toucheth her fo nigh in poin-t at pre
rogative---! fay, and I fay it again, that we ought not to 
<leal, to judge, or meddle with her majefty's prerogative. I 
wiih therefore every man to be careful of this bufinefs. Dr. 
Bennet faid, He that goeth about to d:-b::ne her majefty's pre
rogative had need to walk warily. 1\tir. Laurence Hyde taid, 
For the bill itfelf, I made it,. and I think I underftand it: 
And far be it from this heart of mine to think, this tongue to 
fpeak, or this hand to write any thing either in prejudice or 
derogation of her .majefty's prerogative-royal and the ftate. 
--l\.1r. Speaker, quoth Serjeant Harris, for ought I fee> the 
lroufe moveth to have this bill in t!1e nature of a petition. It 
muft then begin with more humiHation. And truly, Sir, the 
bill is good of itfelf, but the penning of it is fomewhat out of 
courfe. Mr. Montagu faid, The matter is good and honeft. 

and 
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a.nd I like this manner of proceeding by hili well enough in 
this matter. The grievances are great, and I would note only 
unto you thus much, that the laft parliament we proceeded by 
way of petition, which had no fuccefsful eftetl:. Mr. Francis 
More faid, l know the queen's prerogative is a thing curious 
to he dealt withal : yet all grievances are not comparable. I 
cannot utter with my tongue jor conceive with my heart ·the 
g~eat grievances that the town and country, for which I ferve, 
fuffereth by feme of thefe monopolies. It bringeth the general 
profit into a private hand, and the end of all this is beggary 
and bondage to the fubjeB:s. We have a law for the true a.nd 
faithful currying of leather: There is a patent fets all at li
berty, notwithftanding that ftatute. And to wh~t purpofe is 
it to do any thing by atl: of parliament, when the queen will 
undo the fame by her prerogative? Out of the fpirit of humi
liation, Mr. Speaker, I do fpeak it, there is no atl of her's 
that hath been oris more derogatory to herown majefty, more 
odious to the fubjetl, more dangerous to the commonwealth 
than the granting of thefe monopolies. Mr. Martin faid, .I 
do fpeak for a town that grieves and pines, for a country that 
groaneth and languifheth under the burthen of monftrous and 
unconfcionable fubftitutes to the monopolitans of ftarch, tin~ 
£fh, cloth, oil, vinegar, fait, and I know not what ; nay, 
what not ? The principaleft commodities both of my town 
and country are engroft into the hands of thefe blood-fuckers 
of the commonwealth. If a body, Mr: Speaker, being let 
blood, be left ftilllanguifhing without any remedy, how can 
the good eftate of that body ftill remain ? Such is the ftate of 
my town and country; the traffic is taken away, the inward 
and private commodities are taken away, and dar\! not be 
ufed without the licence of thefe monopolitans. If thefe 
blood-fuckers be fl:ill let alone to fuck up the beft and princi
paleft commodities, which the earth there hath given us, 
what will become of us, from whom the fruits of our own foil 
and the commodities of our own labour, which with the fweat 
of our brows, even up to the knees in mire and dirt, we have 
laboured for, !hall be taken by warrant of fupreme authority~ 
which the poor fubjeB: dare not gainfay? Tvlr G eorgr; Moore 

VoL. V. l.VI m faiJ, 
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faid, vVe know the power of her majefl:y cannot be refl:rained 
by any atl : why therefore fuould we thus talk? Admit we 
fhould make this ftatute with a mm o6ftante ; yet the queen 
mJ.y grant a patent with a 11on (Jbjlante, to ~rofs this non oh

jiante. I think therefore it agreetl1 more with the gravity and 
wifdom of this houfe to proceed with all humblenefs by peti
tion than bill. Mr. Downland faid, As I would be no let or 
over-vehement in any thing, fo I am not fottifh or fcnfelefs of 
the common grievance of the commonwealth. If we proceed 
by \vay of petition, we can have no more g ·acious anfwer, 
than we had the laft parliament to our petition. But :fince that 
parliament, we have no reformation. Sir Robert \Vroth faid: 
I fpeak, and I fpeak it boldly, thefe patentees are worfe than 
ever they were. lVIr. Hayward Townfend propofed, that 
they ihould make fuit to her majefty, not only to rep~al all 
monopolies grievous to the fubjeB:, but alfo that it would 
pleafe her majefty to give the parliament leave to make an 
a8.: that they might be of no more force, validity, or effea, 
than they are at the common law, without the ftrength ofher 
prerogative. Vvhich though we might now do, and the aB: 
being fo reafonable, we might affure ourfelves her majefty 
would not delay the paffing thereof, yet we, her loving ju b
jettfa &c. would not olfer without her privity and confent (the 
ca~fe fo nearly touching her prerogative) or go about to d~ 
any fuch atl:. 

ON a fubfuquent day, the bill againft monopolies w01s again 
introduced~ and Mr. Spicer faid, It is to no purpofe to offer 
to tie her majefty's hands by aB: of parEament, when Jhe may 
Ioofen herfelf at her pleafure. Mr. Davies f:1.id, God hath 
given that power to abfolute princes, which he attributes to 
himfelf. Dixi quod Dii ejlis. (N. B. This axiom he applie5 
to the kings of England.) Mr. fecrctary Cecil f:1.id, I am fer
vant to the queen~ an 1 before I would fpeak and give confent 
to a cafe Lhat fhould debafe her preruo;aive, or abridge it, I 
would wiih that my tongue were cut out of my head, , I am 
fure there were bw-makers before there were laws : (Mean
ing, I fuppofe, that the fovereign \Vas above the laws.) One 
&entleman went about to poifefs us, with the execution of the 

law 
I 
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law in an ancient record of 5 or 7 of Edward the third. Likely 
enough to be true in that time, when the king was afraid of 
the fubjeB:. If you ftand upon law, and difpute of the pre
rogative, hark ye what BraB:on fays, Prcerogati-uam nojfra;n 

nemo audeat dij)utarc. And for my own part, I like not thefe 
courfes fhould be taken. And you, Mr. Speaker, fhould per
form the charge her majefty gave unto you, in the beginning 
of this parliament, not to receive bills of this nature : For hec 
majefty's ears be open to all· grievances, and her hands ftretch
ed out to every man's petitions. --When the prince difpenfes 
with a penal law, that is left to the alteration of fovereignty, 
that is good and irrevocable. Mr. Montague faid, I am loth 
to fpeak what I know, left, perhaps, I fhould difplcafe. The 
prerogative-royal is that which is now in queftion, and whiclt 
the laws of the land have ever allowed and maintained. Let 
Ui therefore apply by petition to her majefty. 

AFTER the fpeaker told the houfethat the queen had annul-
, led many of the patents, Mr. Francis More faid, I muil: confefs, 

Mr. Speaker, I moved the houfe both the lafl: parliament and 
this, touching this point; but I never meant (and I hope the 
houfe thinketh fo) to fet limits and bounds to the p~erogative 
royal. He proceeds to move, that thanks fhould be given to 
her ·majcfty; and alfo, that whereas divers fpeeches have been 
moved extravagantly in the houfe, which doubtlefs have been 
told l1er majeily, and perhaps ill conceived of by h~r, Mr. 
Speaker would apologize, and hum~ly crave par on for the 
fame. N. B. Thefe extratls were taken by Townfend, a 
member of the houfe, who was no courtier ; and the extrava- , 
gance of the fpeeches feems rather to be o~ t~e ether fid.e : It: 
will certainly appear fl:range to us that this hberty !he •d be 
thought extravagant. However, the queen, notwithftanding 
her cajoling the houfe, was fo ill fatisfied with thcfe proceed
ings, that fue fj>oke of them peeviihly in her concluding 
fpeech, and told them, that fhe perceived that pri~ate refpeCl:s 
with them were privately mafq ued under public refence. 

D'Ewes, p. 619· 
THERE were fome other topics, in favour of prcrog:ttive, ftill 

Qlore extravagantJ advanced in the houfe this parliament. 
11 1n z VVhen 
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When the queftion of the fubfidy was before them, Mr. Ser~ 
jeant Heyle faid, Mr. Speaker, I marvel much that the houf~ 
fuould fiand upon granting of a fubfidy or the time of pay~ 
ment, when all we have is her majefty's, and ihe may lawfully 
at her pleafure take it from us: Yea, llie hath as much right 
to all our bnds and goods as to any revenue of her crown. 
At which all the houfe hemmed, and laughed and talked. 
~Tell, quoth ferjeant Heyle, all your hemming ihall not put 
me out of countenance. So Mr. Speaker flood up and faid, 
It is a great diforder, that this houfe ihould be ufed--So 
the faid ferjeant proceeded, and when he had fpoken a little 
while the houfe hemmed again; and fo he fat down. In his 
latter fj_Jeech, he faid, he could prove his former pofition by 
precedents in the time of Henry the third, king John, king 
Stephen, &c. which was the occafion of their hemming. 
D'Ewes, p. 633· It is obfervable, that Heyle was an emi
nent lawyer, a man of charaCter. Winwocd, vol. i. p. 290. 

And though the houfe in general ihewed their difapprobation, 
.. no one cared to take him down, or oppofe thefe monftrous 
poiitions. It was aHo aiferted this feffion, that in the fame 
manner as the Roman conful was poifeifed of the power of re
jecting or admitting motions in the fenate, the fpeaker might 
either admit or reject bills in the houfe. D'Ewes, p. 677. 
The houfe declared thernfelves againft this opinion ; but the 
very pr.opofal of it is a proof at what a low ebb liberty was at 
th~~ t~me in England. 

IN the year 159 I, the judges made a folemn decree, that 
England was an abfolute empire, of which the king was the 
head. In confequence of this opinion, they determined, that 
even if the aCt of the .firft of Elizabeth had never been made, 
the king was fupreme head of the church; and might have 
ereCted, by his prerogative, fuch a court as the eccleiiaftical 
commiffion: For that he was the head of all his fubjeCl:s. Now 
that court was plainly arbitrary : The inference is, that his 
power was equally abfolute over the laity. ~ee Co~e's Re
ports, p. 5. Caudrey's cafe. · 
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N 0 T E [l\11\1:], p. 47 I. 

WE have remarked before that Harrifon, in book ii. 
chap. I I. fays, that in the reign of Henry VIII. there 

were hanged feventy-two thoufand thieves and rogues (btjides 

other malefaEiors}; this makes about two thoufand a year : 
But in queen Elizabeth's time, the fame author fays, there 
were only between three and four hundred a year hanged for 
theft and robbery: So much had the times mended. But in 
our age, there are not forty a year hanged for thofe crimes in 
all England. Yet Harrifon complains of the relaxation of the 
laws, that there were fo few fuch rogues punilhed in his time. 
Our vulgar prepoffeffion, in favour of the morals of former 
and rude ages, is very abfurd, and ill-grounded. The fame 
author fays, chap. IQ. that there were computed to be 1o,ooo 
gypfies in England; a fpecies of banditti, introduced about 
the reign of Henry VIII. ; and he adds, that there will be no 
way of extirpating them, by the ordinary courfe of juftice : 
The queen muft employ martial law againft them. That race 
has now almoft totally difappeared in England and even in 
Scotland, where there were fame remains of them a few years 
ago. However arbitrary the exercife of martial law, in the 
crown, it appears, that no body in the age of Elizabeth enter

tained any jealoufy of it. 

N 0 TE [NN], p. 48r. 

H ARRISON, in b.is Defcription of Britain, printe~ hz ~577, 
has tbefoll~mg pa.lfage, chap. 13. Certes tnere 1s no 

prince in Europe that hath a more beautiful fort of lhips than 
the queen's majefty of England at this prefent; and. thofe ge
nerally 3l!e of fuch exceeding force, that two of them being 
well appointed and furnilhed as they ought, will not let to 
encounter with three or four of them of other countries, and 
either bowge them or put them to flight, if they may not 
bring them home.-The queen's highnefs hath at this pre
fent already made and furnilhed to the number of one and 
twenty great 1hips, which lie for the mofr part in Gillingham 
rode. ' Befide thefe, her grace hath other in hand alfo, of 

whom 
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whom hereaner. as their turns do come about, I will not let to 
leave fome farther remembrance. She hath likewife three 
notable gallies, the Speedwell, the Tryeright, and the Black 
Galley, with the fighc whereof, and the reil: of the navy
royal, it is incredible to fay how marvelloufly her grace is de
lighted; and not without great caufe, fith by their means her 
coafts are kept in quiet, and fundry foreign enemies put back, 
\\thich otherwife would invade us. .After ./Peaking of the mer
chant }hips, which he Jays are commonly ejiimated at 17 or I 8 
hundred, he coJttinues. I add, therefore, to the end all men 
ihould underftand fomewhat of the~reat majfes oftreafure, dai!J 
employed upon our navy, how there are few of thofe ihips of 
the firft and fecond fort, (that is of the merchant ihips), that 
being apparelled and made ready to fail, are not worth one 
thoufand poun~s or three thoufand duckats at the leaft, if 
they .iliould prefentiy be fold. What ihall we then think of 
the navy-royal, of which fome one :veifel is worth two of the 
other, as the ihir.wright has often told me.---Itis poffiblt 
that fome .coveto.us perfon, h~aring this report, will either not 
credit at all, or fuppofe money ro employed to be nothing 
profitable to the queen's coffers ; as a good huihand faid once 
when he heard that provilions Jhould be made for armour, 
:wi1hin_;5 the queen's money to be rather laid out to fome fpee
dier return of gain unto her grace: But if he wift that the 
good-keeping of the fea is the fafeguard of our land, he would 

lalter his cenfure, and foon give over his judgment. Speakin;: 
of the forejis, this author Jays, An infinite deal of wood hath 
been deftroyed within t~efe few year~, and I dare affirm~ that, 
if wood do go fo fail: to decay in the next hundred years of 
grace, as they have done, or are like to do in this, it is to be 
feared, that fea-coal will be good merchandize even in the: 
city !;f London. Harrifon's prophecy was fulfilled in a very 
few year•: For about 1615, there were zoo fail employed in 
carrying coal to Longon. See Anderfon., vol. i. p. 494· 
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N 0 T E ~00], p. 487. 
LIFE of Burleigh publiihed by Collins, p. 44· The au. 

thor hints, that this quantity of plate was confidered 
only as fmall in a man of Burleigh's rank. His words are 
his plate was not aho'Veftmrteen or fifteen tboufand pounds: That 
he means pounds weight is evident. For, by Burleigh's wm, 
which is annexed to his life, that nobleman gives away in le
gacies, to friends and relations, near four thoufand pounds 
weight, which would have been above twelve thoufand pounds 
fterling in value. The remainder he orders to be divided into 
two equal portions ; the half to his eldeft fon and heir ; the 
other half to be divided equally among his fecond fon and 
three daughters. \V ere we therefore to undedb.nd the whole 
value of his plate to be only I 4 or I 5 ,ooo pounds fterling, he 
left not the tenth of it to die heir of his family. 

N 0 T E [P-P], p. 488. 

HARRISON fays _, " the greateft part of our building in the 
" cities and good towns of England confifteth only of 

u timber, caft over with thick clay to keep out the wind. 
" Certes, this rude kind of building made the Spaniards in 
" queen Mary's days to wonder; but chiefly when they faw 
" thatlarge diet \\-as ufed in many of thefe fo homely cottages, 
" infomuch that one of no fmall reputation amongft them, , 
" faid, after this manner; Thefe EngWh, quoth he, have 
" their houfes made of Hicks and dirt, but they fare corn
" monly fo well as the king. Whereby it appeareth, that ~H• 
" liked better of our good fare in fuch coarfe cabins, than of 
" their own thin diet in their princely habitations and pa
" laces. The clay with which our houfes are commonly im
" pannelledis eitherwhite, red, or blue." Book ii. chap. 12. 

The author adds, that the new houfes of the nobility are com
monly of brick or ftone, and that glafs window:. wc::rl! begj.unin1 
t• be ufed in England. 
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N 0 TE [Q_QJ, p. 491. 

T HE following are the words of Roger Afcham, the 
queen's preceptor. " It is your fhame (I fpeak to you 

" all,. you young gentlemen of En-gland), that one maid 
" fhould go beyond ye all in excellency of learning and know
" ledge of divers tongues. Point out fi.x of the beft given 
" gentlemen of this court, and all they together fhow not fo 
" much good will, fpend not fo much time, beftow not fo 
'"' many hours daily,. orderly, and conftantly, for the encreafe 
" of learning and knowledge as doth the queen's majefty 
" herfelf. Yea I believe, that, belides her perfect readinefs 
" in Latin, Italian, French, and Spa.nifh, fhe readeth here 
" now at Windfcr more Greek every day, than fame preben
" da~y of this church doth Latin in a whole week.-Amongfr 

all the' benefits w~).ich God had ble!Ted me withal, next the 
'' knowledge of Chrift's true religion; I count this the greateft, 
'"' that it pleafed Go l to cail me to be one poor minifier in 
" fetting forward thefe excellent gifts ofle:::.rning," &c. Page 
24-z. Truly, fays Harrifon, it is a rare thing with us now to 
hear of a courti.er which hath but his own language; and to 
fay how many gentlewomen and ladies there are that, befides 
found knowledge of the Greek and Latin tongues, are thereto 
no lefs lkilful in the Spanifh, Italian, and French, or in fome 
tme of them, it refteth not in me, fith I am perfuaded, that 
as the no~lemen and gentlemen do furmount, in this behalf, 
fo thefe come little or nothing at all behind them, for their 
parts ; which induftry God continue.--The {hanger, that 
entereth in the court of England upon the fudden, fhall rather 
jmagine himfelf to come into fame public fchool of the uni
verfity, where many give ear to one that readeth unto them, 
than into a prince's palace, if you confer thus with thofe of 
other nations. Defcription of Britain, book ii. chap. I 5· 
By this account, the court had profited by the example of the 
queen: The fober way of life praClifcd by the ladies of Eliza
beth's court appears from the fame author. Reading, fpinning, 
and needle work occupied the elder; mufic the younger. Id. 
ibid. 

END OF TH.E FIFTH VOLUME. 














