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mation in Scotland

N a nation fo divided as the Englifh, it could fcarcely c u A P.
be expefted, that the death of one fovereign, and the XXXV1il

. z [
acceflion of another, who was generally believed to
have embraced oppofite principles to thofe which pre-
vailed, could be the object of univerfal fatisfattion : Yet

Vor. V. B fo
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3 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

€ W A P. fo much were men difpleafed with the prefent conduct of
. = ) affairs, and fuch apprehenfions were entertained of 'fu-
1558 turity, that the people, overlooking their theological
PQi:;‘t;.PO- difputes, 'expreﬁ'ed a general and unfeigned joy -.hgi‘i‘ae
fcepter had paffed into the hand of Elizabeth. That
princefs had difcovered great prudence in her conduét
during the reign of her fifter ; and as men were‘{'enﬁble
of the imminent danger, to which the was every moment
expofed, compaffion towards her fituation, and concern
for her fafety, had rendered her, to an uncommon degree,
the favourite of the nation. A parliament had been af-
fembled a few days before Mary’s death; and ‘when
Heathe, archbithop of York, then chancellor, notified to
them that event, fcarcely an interval of regret appeared;
and the two houfes immediately refounded with the joy-
ful acclamations of ¢ God fave queen Elizabeth : Long
¢ and happily may the reign.” The people, lefs a&uated
by faltion, and lefs influenced by private views, ex=
prefled a joy ftill more general and hearty on her procla-
mation; and the aufpicious commencement of this reign
prognofticated that felicity and glory, which, during its

whole courfe, fo uniformly attended it?,

EvrizaBeTy was at Hatfield when fhe heard of her
fifter’s death ; and after a few days fhe went thence
to London through crowds of people, who ftrove with
each other in giving her the ftrongeft teftimony of - their
affeétion.  On her entrance into the Tower, fhe could
not forbear reflecting on the great difference between her
prefent fortune and that which a few years before had at-
tended her, when fhe was conducted to that place as a
prifoper, and lay there expofed to all the bigotted malig-
nity of her enemies. She fell on her knees, and expreficd
her thanks to Heaven, for the deliverance, which the Al-
mighty had granted her from her bloody perfecutors ; a

2 Burnet, vols ii, ps 3734

deliverance,




ELIZABETH, 3

deliverance, fhe faid, no lefs miraculous than that which sﬁ{;’}”‘;
Daniel had received from the den of lions. This 2& o ___ﬂ(,h_,
pious gratitude feems to have been the Jaft circumftance, ¥55%
in which fhe remembered any paft hardfhips and injuries.

With a prudence and magnanimity truly 'laudable, fhe

buried all offences in oblivion, and received with affabi-

lity even thofe who had a&ed with the greateft malevo-

lence againft her. Sir Harry Bennifield himfelf, to whofe

cuftody fhe had been committed, and who had treated her

with feverity, never felt, during the whole courfe of her

reign, any effets of her refentment®, Yet was not the

gracious reception, which fhe gave, proftitute and un~
diftinguithing, When the bithops came in a2 body to

make their obeifance to her, fhe exprefled to all of them
fentiments of regard ; except to Bonner, from whom the

turned. afide, as from a man polluted with bleod, who

was a juft object of horror to every heart fufceptible of
humanity ©,

AFTER employing a few days in ordering her domeftic
affairs, Elizabeth notified to foreign courts, her fifter’s
death, and her own acceflion, = She fent Lord Cobham
te the Low Countries, where Philip then refided ; and
the took care to exprefs to that monarch, her gratitude
for the protection which he had afforded her, and her
defire of perfevering in that friendfhip which had fo hap-
pily commenced between them. Philip, who had long
forefeen this event, and who fill hoped, by means of
Elizabeth, to obtain that dominion over England, of
which he had failed in efpoufing Mary, immediatel
difpatched orders to the duke of Feria, his ambaflador at
London, to make propofals of marriage to the queen ;
and he offered to procure from Rome a difpenfation for
that purpofe. But Elizabeth foon came to the refolution
of declining the propofal. She faw, that the nation had

b Burnet, vol. ii. p, 374 € Ibid, Heylin, p. roz.
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entertained an extreme averfin to the Spanifh alliance
during her fifter’s reign ; and tiat one great caufe of the
popularity, which fhe herfelf eijoyed, was the profpe&' of
being freed, by her means, fom the danger of forelg'ﬂ
fubjetion. 'She was fenfible, that her affinity with Phi-
lip was exaltly fimilar to that of her father with Cathe-
rine of Arragon; and that he marrying that monarch
was, in effect, declaring hertlf illegitimate, and inca-
pable of fucceeding to the firone. And though the
power of the Spanith monarcly might ftill be fufficient,
in oppofition to all pretenders to fupport her title, her
mafculine fpirit difdained fich precarious deminion,
which, as it would depend fccly on the power of ano=-
ther, muft be exercifed accoding to his inclinations .
But while thefe views preverted her from entertaining
any thoughts of a marriage wih Philip, fhe gave him an
obliging, though evafive, anwer ; and he ftill retained
fuch hopes of fuccefs, that hefent a meflenger to Rome,
with orders to folicit the difpafation.

The queen too, on her filer’s death, had written to
Sir Edward Carne, the Englih ambaflador at Rome, to
notify her acceffion to the poje; but the precipitate na-
ture of Paul broke through allthe cautious meafures con-
certed by this young princefs, He told Carne, that Eng-
Tand was a fief of the holy fee; and it was great temerity
in Elizabeth to have aflumed without his participation,
the title and ‘authority of qeen: That being illegiti-
mate, fhe could not poffibly inherit that kingdom; nor
could he annul the fentence gronounced by Clement VIL,
and Paul III. with regard t Henry’s marriage: That
were he to proceed with ripur, he fhould punifh this
criminal invafion of his riglts, by rejecting all her ap-
plications ; but being willing to treat her with paternal
indulgence, he would ftill leep the door of grace open

d Camden in Kennet, p. 370, Burnet, vol, il p. 375,
to

]




ELIZABETH. 5

to her: And that if fhe woild renounce all pretenfions to )gx?(\?n?'
the crown, and fubmit enirely to his will, fhe fhould R i
experience the utmoftlenity, compatible with the dignity 7558,
of the apoftolic feec. 'Wlen this anfwer was reported
to Elizabeth, fhe was aftorifhed at the charaCer of that
aged pontiff'; and having recalled her ambaflador, fhe
continued with more detrmined refolution to purfue
thofe meafures, which aready fhe had fecretly em-
braced.

THE queen, not to alam the partizans of the catholic
religion, had retained elevn of her fifter’s counfellors;
but in order to balance thir authority, fhe added eight
more, who were known © be inclined to the protef-
tant communion ; the marjuis of Northampton, the ear] Re-efia-
of Bedford, Sir Thomas Pirry, Sir Edward Rogers, Sir :):cﬂ;:m?{f(
Ambrofe Cave, Sir FrancisKnolles, Sir Nicholas Bacap, 14t relis
whom fhe created lord keper, and Sir William Ccci],glon'
fecretary of ftate f. Withthefe counfellors, particularly
Cecil, the frequently delilerated concerning the expedi-
ency of reftoring the protdtant religion, and the means
of executing that great enerprife. Cecil told her, that
the greater part of the natisn had, ever fince her father’s
reign, inclined to the refornation ; and though her fifter
had conftrained them to jrofefs the ancient faith, the
¢ruelties, exercifed by herminifters, had ftill more alie-
nated their affeCtions from t: That happily the interefts
of the fovereign here conaured with the inclinations of
the people; nor was her ttle to the crown compatible
with the authority of theRoman pontiff: That a fen-
tence, fo folemnly pronourced by two popes againit her
mother’s marriage, could mt poflibly be recalled, with-
out infli¢ting a mortal wownd on the credit of the fee of
Rome ; and even if the wer allowed to retain the crown,
it would only be on an unertain and dependant footing :

& Father Paul, lib, 5, f Strype’s Ann, vol, i, p. %

B3 That
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That this circumftance alone counterbalanced all dangers

il whatfoever; and thefe dangers themfelves, if narrowly

examined, would be found very little formidable : That
the curfes and execrations of the Romith churech, when
not feconded by military force, were, in the prefent age,
more an objeét of ridicule than of terror, and had now as
little influence in this world as in the next ; That though
the bigotry or ambition of Henry or Philip might incline
them to execute a fentence of excommunication againft
her, their interefts were fo incompatible, that they never
could concur in any plan of operations; and the enmity
of the one would always enfure to her the friendfhip of
the other : That if they encouraged the difcontents of her
catholic fubje&s, their dominions alfo abounded with pro-
teftants, and it would be eafy to retaliate upon. them :
That even fuch of the Englifh as feemed at prefent zeal-
oufly attached to the catholic faith, would, moft of them,
embrace the religion of their new fovereign ; and the na-
tion had of late been fo much accuftomed to thefe revo=-
lutions, that men had loft all idea of truth and falfehood
in fuch fubje@s: That the authority of Henry VIIL fo
highly raifed by many concurring circumf{tances, firft
enured the people to this fubmiffive deference ; and it was
the lefs difficult for fucceeding princes to continue the
nation in a track, to which it had fo long been accul-
tomed : And that it would be eafy for her, by beftowing
on proteftants all preferment in civil offices and the mi-
litia, the church and the univerfities, both to enfure her
own authority, and to render her religion eritirely predo=
minant &,

Tre education of Elizabeth, as well as her intereft,
Ted her to favour the reformation ; and fhe remained not
long in fufpence with regard to the party, which the
fhould embrace. But though determined in her owﬂ

% Eurnety vol, il p. 377% Camden, p. 3700
mind,
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mind, the refolved to proceed by gradual and fecure fteps, g;{{e”‘;-
and not to imitate the example of Mary, in encouraging._____
the bigots of her party to make immediatély a violent in- 1558
vafion on the eftablifhed religion®. She thought it re-
quifite, however, to difcover fuch {fymptoms of her in=
tentions, as might give encouragement to the proteftants,
fo much deprefled by the late.violent perfecutions. She
immediately recalled all the exiles, and gave liberty to the
prifoners, who were confined on account of religion, We
are told of a pleafantry of one Rainsford on this occafion,
who faid to the queen, that he had a petition to prefent
her in behalf of other prifoners called Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John: She readily replied, that it behoved her
firft to confult the prifoners themfelves, and to learn of
them whether they defired that liberty, which he de-
manded for them i

EvrizageTH alfo proceeded to exert, in favour of the
reformers, fome acts of power which were authorized by
the extent of royal prerogative, during that age. Find-
ing, that the proteftant teachers, irritated by perfecution,
broke out in a furious attack on the ancient fuperftition,
and that the Romanifts replied with no lefs zeal and acri-
mony, fhe publifhed a proclamation, by which fhe inhi-
bited all preaching without a fpecial licence* ; and though
fhe difpenfed with thefe orders in favour of fome preach-
ers of her own fedt, fhe took care, that they fhould be
the moft calm and moderate of the party. She alfo fuf-
pended the laws fo far as to order a great part of the fer-
vice; the litany, the Lord’s prayer, the creed, and the
gofpels; to be read in Englith. And having firft pub-
lithed injun&tions, that all the churches thould conform
themfelves to the practice of her own chapel, fhe forbade
the hofte to be any more elevated in her prefence; an

R Burnet, vol. ii. p, 478. Camden, p. 371, i Heylin, p. 103,
® Heylin, p. 104, Strype, vol. i. p. 41.

B 4 innovation,




8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

C H A P, innovation, which, however frivolous it may appear, im=

1 the moft material confequences’.

1558- Trest declarations of her intention, concurring with
preceding fufpicions, made the bifhops forefee with cer=
tainty a revolution in religion. They therefore refufed
to officiate at her coronation; and it was with fome dif=
ficulty, that the bifhop of Carlifle was at laft prevailed
on to perform the ceremony. When fhe was conduéted
through London, amidft the joyful acclamations of her
fubje@s, a boy, who perfonated Truth, was let down
from one of the triumphal ‘arches, and prefented to her a
copy of the Bible. She received the book with the moft
gracious deportment ; placed it next her bofom ; and de-
clared, that, amidft all the coftly teftimonies, which the
city had that day given her of their attachment, this pre=
fent was by far the moft precious and moft acceptable ™
Such were the innocent artifices, by which Elizabeth
infinuated her(elf into the affe@ions of her fubjets. Open
in her addrefs, gracious and affable in all public appear=
ances, fhe rejoiced in the concourfe of her {ubjells, en<

tered into all their pleafures and amufements, and with=
out departing from her dignity, which the knew well
how to preferve, fhe acquired a popularity beyond what
any of her predeceflors or fucceflors ever could attain,
Her own fex exulted to fee a2 woman hold the reins of
empire with fuch prudence and fortitude : And while a
young princefs of twenty-five years (for that was her agé
at her acceffion) who poffeffed all the graces and infinua-
tion, though not all the beauty of her fex, courted the
affeGtions of individuals by her civilities, of the publ’ic by
her fervices, her authority, though. corroborated by the
friGeft bands of law and religion, appeared to be derived
entirely from the choice and inclination of the people.

! Camden, p. 371. Heylin, p. 104. Strype, vol. i, p. 54. Stowe, p. 635
= Rusnet, vol. ii, p. 380, Strype, vol.i. Bu 29
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A SovEREIGN of this difpofition was not likely to of-C H A P.
fend her fubjects by any ufelefs or violent exertions of T e
power 5 and Elizabeth, though fhe threw out fuch hints  155%.
as encouraged the proteftants, delayed the entire change

&f religion till the meeting of the parliament, which was A parliae
fummoned to affemble. The eleGions had gone entirely i
againft the catholics, who feem not indeed to have made

any great ftruggle for the fuperiority *; and the houfes

met, in a difpofition of gratifying the queen in every
particular, which fhe could defire of them. They began

the feffion with an unanimous declaration,  that queen

<« Elizabeth was, and ought to be, as well by the word

¢¢ of God, as the common and ftatute laws of the realm,

¢¢ the lawful, undoubted, and true heir to the crown, law

¢ fully defcended from the blood-royal, according to the

¢¢ order of fucceflion, fettled in the 35th of Henry VIII°.”

This at of recognition was probably dictated by the
queen herfelf and her minifters; and the thewed her mag-
nanimity, as well as moderation,-in the terms, which fhe
employed on that occafion. She followed not Mary’s
practice in declaring the validity of her mother’s mar-
riage, or in exprefly repealing the a&t formerly made againft

her own legitimacy : She knew, that this attempt muft

be attended with refleCtions on her father’s memory, and

on the birth of her deceafed fifter ; and as all the world

was fenfible, that Henry’s divorce from Anne Boleyn was
merely the effect of his ufual violence and caprice, fhe
fcorned to found her title on any a& of an.aflembly, which

had too much proftituted its authority by its former vari-

"

n Notwithftanding the byafs of the nation towards the proteftant fe&, it
appears, that fome violence, at leaft according to our prefent ideas, was ufed
in thefe elections ; Five candidates were nominated by the court to each
borough and three to each county; and by the fheriffs authority the members
were chofen from among thefg candidates, Ses fface papers collected by Edevard
earl of Clarendon, p. 924

® 1 Eliz. cap. 3.

able,
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c # A P. able, fervile, and iniquitous decifions. Satisfied therefore
= XXVIL in the general opinion entertained with regard to this fa&k,
15,8. whichappeared the more undoubted, the lefs anxiety fhe
difcovered in fortifying it by votes and enquiries ; fhe
took poffeflion of the throne, both as her birthright, and.
as enfured to her by former acts of parliament; and the
never appeared anxious to diftinguifh thefe titles®.

Tue firft bill brought into parliament with a view of
trying their difpofition on the head of religion, was that
for fupprefling the monafteries lately ere&ed, and for re-
ftoring the tenths and firft-fruits to the queen. This
point being gained without much difficulty, a bill was
next introduced, annexing the fupremacy to the crown ;

and though the queen was there denominated governefs,
not head, of the church, it conveyed the fame extenfive
p'ower, which, under the latter title, had been exercifed
by her father and brother. All the bifhops who were
prefent in the upper houfe ftrenuoufly oppofed this law
and as they poffeffed more learning than the temporal
peers, they triumphed in the debate ; but the majority of
voices in that houfe, as well as among the commons, was
againft them. By this ack the crown, without the con-
currence, either of the parliament or even of the convo-
cation, was vefted with the whole fpiritual power; might
reprefs all herefies, might eftablifh or repeal all canons,
might alter every point of difcipline, and might ordain
or abolifh any religious rite or ceremony . In determin-
ing herefy, the fovereign was only limited (if that could
be called a limitation) to fuch doérines as had been ad-
judged herefy, by the authority of the Scripture, by the
firft four general councils,or by any general council, which
followed the Scripture as their rule, or to fuch other doc-

p Camden, p. 372. Heylin, p. 107, 108,

9 1 Eliz, cap. 1. This la& power was anew recognized in the a& of uni-
formity, 1 Eliz, cap, 2

trines
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trines as fhould hereafter be denominated herefy by theC H A P,
parliament and convocation. In order to exercife thisxxxvm',
authority, the queen, by a claufe of the a&, was em- 1558
powered to name commiffioners, either laymen or clergy-
men, as the fhould think proper ; and on this claufe was
afterwards founded the court of ecclefiaftical commiffion ;
which affumed large difcretionary, not.to fay arbitrary
powers, totally incompatible with any exa& boundaries in
the conftitution. Their proceedings indeed were only
confiftent with abfolute monarchy ; but were entirely fuit=
able to the genius of the a& on which they were eftablifh-
ed; an act that at once gave the crown alone all the
power, which had formerly been claimed by the popes,
but which even thefe ufurping prelates had never been
able fully to exercife, without fome concurrence of the
national clergy.

WHOEVER refufed to take an oath, acknowledging the
queen’s fupremacy, was incapacitated from holding any
office; whoever denied the fupremacy, or attempted to
deprive the queen of that prerogative, forfeited, for the
firft offence, all his goods and chattels; for the fecond,
was fubjected to the penalty of a premunire; but the
third offence was declared treafon, Thefe punifhments,
however fevere, were lefs rigorous than thofe which were
formerly, during the rcighs of her father and brother, in-
flicted in like cafes.

A LAaw was pafled, confirming all the ftatutes enated
in king Edward’s time with regard to religion*: The
nomination of bifhops was given to the crown with-
out any eletion of the chapters: The queen was em-
powered, on the vacancy of any fee, to feize all the tem=
poralities, and to beftow on the bifhop-elect an equivalent
in the impropriations belonging to the crown. This pre-
tended equivalent was commonly much inferior in value ;

r 1 Elia. cap. 3,

and
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¢ H AP. and thus the queen, amidft all her concern for re-

XXXVIIL ,. . .
\ , ligion, followed the example of the preceding reform-

3558, ers, in committing depredations on the ecclefiaftical

revenues.
Tue bifheps and all incumbents were prohibited

from alienating their revenues, and from letting leafes
longer than twenty-one years or three lives. This law
feemed to be meant for fecuring the property of the
church ; but as an exception was left in favour of the
crown, great abufes fhill prevailed. It was ufual for the
courtiers during this reign, to make an agreement with
a bifhop or incumbent 5 and to procure 2 fiftitious aliena-
tion to the queen, who afterwards transferred the lands
to the perfon agreed on *. This method of pillaging the
church was not remedied till the beginning of James I.
The prefent depreffion of the clergy expofed them ta
all injuries ; and the laity never ftopped, till they had
reduced the church to fuch poverty, that her plunder
was no longer a compenfation for the odium incurred
by it.

A soLeMN and public difputation was held during this
feflion, in prefence of lord keeper Bacon, between the
7 divines of the proteftant and thofe of the catholic com=
munion. ‘The champions, -appointed to defend the reli-
gion of the fovereign, were, as in all former inftances,
entirely triumphant; and the popifh difputants, being
pronounced refractory and obftinate, were even punifhed
by imprifonment !, Emboldened by this victory, the
proteftants ventured on the laft and moft important ftep,
and- brought into parliament 2 bill * for abolifhing the
mafs, and re-cftablithing the liturgy of king Edward.
Penalties were enalted, as well againft thofec who de-
parted from this mode of worfhip, as againft thofe wha
abfented themfelves from the church and the facraments.

s Strype, vol. i, p. 79» t Ibid, p. 95e v 1 Eliz, cap, 2.
And
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And thus in one feffion, without any violence, tumult,C H A P,
of clamour, was the whole fyftem of religion altered, on ‘XAX_ Vm',
the very commencement of a reign, and by the willof a 1553,
young woman, whofe title to the crown was by many
thought liable to great objedions: An event, which,
though it may appear furprifing to men in the prefent age,
was every where expected on the firft intelligence of Eli-
zabeth’s acceflion.

THE commons alfo made a facrifice to the queen,
more difficult to obtain than, that of any articles of faith
They voted a fubfidy of four fhillings in the pound on
land, and two thillings and eight pence on moveables, to-
gether with two fifteenths v, The houfe in no inftance
departed from the moft refpeétful deference and complai-
fance towards the queen. Even the importunate addrefs
which thev made her on the conclufion of the feffion, to
fix her choice of a hufband, could not, they -fuppofed,
be very difagreeable to one of her fex and age. = ‘The ad-
drefs was couched in the moft refpectful expreflions ; yet
met with a refufal from the queen.  She told the fpeaker,
that, as the application from the houfe was conceived in
general terms, only recommending marriage, without
pretending to dire&t her choice of ahufband, fhe could
not take offence at the addrefs, or regard it otherwife
than as a new inftance of their affectionate attachment ta
her : That any farther interpofition on their part would
have ill become either them to make as fubjeéts, or her
to bear as an independant princefs : That even while fhe
was a private perfon, and expofed to much danger, the
had always declined that engagement, which fhe regarded
as an incumbrance ; much more, at prefent, would fhe
perfevere in this fentiment, when the charge of a great
kingdom was committed to her, and her life ought to be
entirely devoted to promoting the interefts of religion

¥ See note [A] at the end of the volumes
and
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| € H A P. and the happinefs of her fubjects: That as England was
Eﬂ her hufband, wedded to her by this pledge (and here the

s559- fhewed her finger with the fame gold ring upon it, with

which fhe had folemnly betrothed herfelf to the king=

il dom at her inauguration) fo all Englifhmen were her
children ;- and while fhe was employed in rearing or go=

mily, fhe could not deem herfelf barren,

verning fuch a far
or her life ufelefs and unprofitable : That if fhe ever

\
?
\, | entertained thoughts of changing her condition, the care
il of her fubjedts’ welfare would ftill be uppermoft in her
! thoughts ; but fhould {he live and die a virgin, fhe
doubted not but divine Providence, feconded by their
counfels and her own meafures, would be able to prevent
! all difpute with regard to the fucceffion, and fecure them
r a fovereign, who, perhaps. better than her own iffue,
! wouldiimitate her example, in loving'and cherithing her
people : | And that for her part, fhe defired that no higher
i chara&er, or fairer remembrance of her fhould be tranf-
F mitted to pofterity, than to have this infeription engraved
| on her tomb-ftone, when.fhe fhould pay the laft debt to
o nature ; ¢ Here lies Elizabeth, who. lived and died 2
b s¢_maiden queen *,”
$th May.  AFTER the prorogation of the parliament ¥, the laws,
{ enadted with regard to, religion, were put in execution,
and met with little oppofition from any quarter. The
‘ liturgy was again introduced in: the vulgar tongue, and
i the oath of fupremacy was tendered to the clergy.. The
number of bifhops had been reduced to fourteen by a
fickly feafon, which preceded ; and all thefe, except the
bithop of Landaffe, having refufed compliance, were de=

x Camdem, p. 375. Sir Simon d’Ewes.

¥ Ttis thought remarkable by Camden, that though this feffion was the
firft of.tha reign, no perfon was attainted ; but on the contrary, fome re=
fiored in blood by the parliament. A good fymptom of the leni’t; at leaft
of the prudence, of the queen’s government; and that it fhould ;ppcar re=
markable, is a proof of the rigour of preceding reigns,

graded
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graded from their fees: But of the inferior clergy

15

C.H A P,
XXXVIII,

throughout all England, where there are near 105000 o s

parifhes, only eighty rectors and vicars, fifty prebendaries,
fifteen heads of colleges, twelve archdeacons, and as
many deans, f{acrificed their livings to their religious
principles*. Thofe in high ecclefiaftic ftations, being
expofed to the eyes of the public, feem chiefly to have
placed a point of honour in their perfeverance; but on
the whole, the proteftants, in the former change intro-
duced by Mary, appear to have been much more rigid
and confcientious. Though the catholic religion, adapt-
ing itfelf to the fenfes, and enjoining obfervances, which
enter into the common train of life, does at prefent lay
fafter hold on the mind than the reformed, which, being
chiefly fpiritual, refembles more a fyftem of metaphyfics ;
yet was the proportion of zeal, as well as of know-
ledge, during the firft ages after the reformation, much
greater on the fide of the proteftants. The catholics
continued, ignorantly and fupinely, in their ancient
belief, or rather their ancient pratices : But the reform-
ers, obliged to difpute on every occafion, and inflamed
to a degree of enthufiafim by novelty and perfecution, had
ftrongly attached themfelves to their tenets; and were
ready to facrifice their fortunes and even their lives, in
fupport of their fpeculative and abftra& principles.

THE forms and ceremonies, ftill preferved in the Eng-
lifh liturgy, as they bore fome refemblance to the ancient
fervice, tended farther to reconcile the catholic§ to the
eftablifhed religion ; and as the queen permitted no other
mode of worfhip, and at the fame time ftruck out every
thing that could be offenfive to them in the new liturgy 2,
even thofe who were addi&ed to the Romifth communion
made no fcruple of attending the eftablithed church.

% Camden, p. 376, Heylin, p. 115, Strype, vol, i, p. 73. with fome
fmall variations, a Heylin, p, 111,

Had
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Had Elizabeth gratified her own inclinations, the exteriof

which is the chief circumftance with the
people, ‘would have been ftill more fimilar between the
new and thie ancient form of worthip. Her love of ftate
and magnificence, which {he affeded in every thing, in-
fpired her with an inclination towards the pomp of the

eatholic religion; and it was metely in compliance with

the prejudices of her party, that fhe gave up either ima-
ges or the addrefles to faints, or prayers for the dead®.
Some foreign princes interpofed to procure the Romanifts
the privilege of feparate affemblies in particular cities,
but the queen would not comply with their requeft; and
fhe reprefented the.manifeft danger of difturbing the na-
tional peace by'a toleration of different religions ©.
WHILE the queen and parliament were employed in
fettling the public religion, the negociations for a peace
were fHll condu&ed, firft at Cercamp, then ‘at' Cateau-
Cambrefis, between the minifters of France, Spain, and
England 5 and Elizabeth, though equally prudent, was
not equally fuccefsful in this tranfaction. Philip employ=
ed his utmoft efforts to procure the reftitution of Calais,
both as bound in honour to indemnify England, which,
merely on his account, had ‘been drawn into the war;
and as engagéd in intereft to rémove France to a diftance
from his frontiers in the Low Countries, So long as he
entertainied hopes of efpoufing the queen, he delayed con=
cluding a peace with Henry ; and even after the change
of religion in England deprived him of all fuch views,
his minifters hinted to her a propofal, which may be re-
garded as reafonable and honourable, Though all his
.own terms with France were fettled, he feemed willing
to continte the war, till fhe fhould obtain fatisfattion ;
provided fhe would ftipulate to adhere to the Spanifh

b Burnet, vol, ii. p. 376, 397. Camden, p. 3710 & Cafiden,
p.378. Strype, vol. 1o p, 150, 370%
alliance,

9
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alliance, and continue hoftilities againft Henry, during theC H A P.
courfe of fix years': But Elizabeth, after confulting i
with her minifters, wifely rejected this propofal. She 1539
was fenfible of the low ftate of her finances; the great
debts contraéted by her father, brother, and fifter; the
diforders introduced into every part of the adminiftra-
tion; the divifions by which her people were agitated;
and fhe was convinced that nothing but tranquillity dur-
ing fome years could bring the kingdom again into a
flourithing condition, or enable her to a&t with dignity
and vigour, in her tranfallions with forcign nations,
Well acquainted with the value which Henry put upon
Calais, and the impofibility, during the prefent emer-
gence, of recovering it by treaty, the was willing rather
to fuffer that lofs, than fubmit to fuch a dependence
on Spain, as fthe muft expe& to fall into, if fhe conti=
nued pertinacioufly in her prefent demand.  She ordered;
therefore, her ambafladors, lord Effingham, the bifhop
of Ely, and Dr. Wotton, to conclude the negociation,
and to fettle a peace with Henry, on any reafonable
terms. Henry offered to ftipulae a marriage between
the eldeft daughter of the dauphin, and the eldeft fon of
Elizabeth; and to engage for the reftitution of Calais as
the dowry of that princefs ¢; but as the queen was fens
fible, that this treaty would appear to the world a pal-
pable evafion, fhe infifted upon more equitable, at leaft,
more plaufible conditions. It was at Jaft agreed, that
Henry fhould reftore Calzis at the expiration of eight
years; that, incafe of failure, he thould pay five hundred
thoufand crowns, and the queen’s title to Calais fill re-
main; that he thould find the fecurity of feven or cight
foreign merchants, not natives of France, for the pay-
ment of this fum; that he fhould deliver five hoftages
till that fecurity were provided 3 that if Elizabeth broke

® Forbess Full View, vol, i, P 59: € Forbes, vol. i, p. 54

VoL, V. C the
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France or Scotland during the intervals
fhe fhould forfeit all title to Calais; butif Henry made
war. on Elizabeth, he fhould be obliged immediately to
reftore that fortrefsf, ~Allmen of penetration eafily faw,
that thefe ftipulations were but a colourable pretence for
abandoning Calais; but they excufed the queen on ac=
count of the neceffity of her affairs; and they even €X=
tolled her prudence, in fubmitting, without farther
ftruggle, to that ncceflity. A peace with Scotland was
a neceflary confequence of that with France.

PriLie and Henry terminated hoftilities by a mutual
reftitution of all places taken during the courfe of the
war; and Philip efpoufed the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft
daughter of France, formerly betrothed to his fon Don
Carlos. The duke of Savoy married Margaret, Henry’s
fifter, and obtained a reftitution of all his dominions of
Savoy and Piedmont, except a few towns, retained by
France. And thus general tranquillity feemed to be re-

ftored to Europe.
was concluded between France

and England, there foon appeared a ground .of quar=
noft ferious nature, and which was after-
tended with the moft important confequences.

wards at
The two marriages of Henry VIIL. that with Catherine

of Arragon, and that with Anne Boleyn, were incom-
patible with each other; and it feemed impoffible, that
both of them could be regarded as valid and legal : But
@ill the birth of Elizabeth lay under fome difadvantages,
to which that of her fifter, Mary, was not expofed.
Henry’s firft marriage had obtained the fan&tion of all
the powers, both civil and ecclefiaftical, which were
then acknowledged in England; and it was natural, for
proteftants as well as Romanifts, to allow, on account of
the fincere intention of the parties, that their iffuc ought

f Forbes, p. 63, Rymer, tom. Xv. p. §05s
to
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to be regarded as legitimate. But his divorce and fecond C H
marriage had been concluded in direét oppofition to uv';__,__,;
fee of Rome; and though they had been ratified by the 1559
authority both of the Englifh parliament and convoca-
tion, thofe who were ﬁron xly attached to the ecatholic
communion, and who rmfoncd with great firi&nefs,
were led to regard them as entirely invalid, and to deny
altogether the queen’s right of fucceflion. The next
heir of blood was the queen of Scots, now married to
the dauphin; and the great power of that princefs,
joined to her plaufible title, rendered her a formidable
rival to Elizabeth, The king of France had fecretly
been foliciting at Rome a bull of excommunication
againft the queen; and fhe bad here been beholden to
the good offices of Philip, who, from intereft more than
either friendfhip or generofity, had negociated in her
favour, and had fuccefsfully oppefed the pretenfions of
Henry. But the court of France was not difcouraged
with this repulfe: The duke of Guife, and his brothers,
thinking, that it would much augment their credit, if
their niece fhould bring an acceffion of England, as fhe
had already done of Scotland, to the crown of France,
engaged the king not to neglect the claim; and, by their
perfuafion, he ordered his fon and mnmbtcr—in-lnw to
aflume openly the arms as well as title of England, and to
quarter thefe arms on all their equipages, furn:turc, and
liveries,. 'When the Englith ambaflador complained of
this injury, he could obtain nothing but an evafive an-
fwer ; that as the queen of Scots was defcended from
the blood royal of England, fhe was entitled, by the
example of many princes, to aflume the arms of that
kingdom. But befides that this pracice had never pre-
vailed without permiffion being firft obtained, and with-
out making a vifible difference between the arms, Eliza-
beth plainly faw, that this pretenfion had not been ad-
ST vanced
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vanced during the reign of her fifter Mary; and thats
thercfore, the king of France intended, on the firft op-
portunity, to difpute her legitimacy, and her title to the
crown. Alarmed at the danger, {he thenceforth con=
ceived a violent jealoufy againft the queen of Scots; and
was determined, as far as poffible, to incapacitate Henry
from the execution of his projeét. The fudden death of
that monarch, who was killed in a tournament at Pa-
ris, while celebrating the efpoufals of his fifter with the
duke of Savoy, altered not her views. Being informed
¢hat his fucccffor, Francis IL ftill continued to aflume,
without referve, the title of king of England, the began
to confider him and his queen as her mortal enemies; and
the prefent fituation of affairs in Scotland afforded her a
favourable opportunity, both of revengin

g the injury,

and providing for her own fafety.

Tse murder of the cardinal-primate at St. Andrews
had deprived the Scottifh catholics of a head, whofe
feverity, courage, and capacity had rendered him ex-
tremely formidable to the innovators in religion; and
the execution of the laws againft herefy began thence= -
forth to be more remifs. The queen-regent govern=
ed the kingdom by prudent and moderate counfels 3
and as fhe was not difpofed to facrifice the civil interefts
of the flate to the bigotry or interefts of the clergy, fhe
deemed it more expedient to temporize, and to connive
at the progrefs of a do&rine, which the had not power
entirely to reprefs. When informed of the death of
Fdward, and the acceffion of Mary to the crown of
England, fhe entertained hopes, that the Scottifh re«
formers, deprived of the countenance which they receiv-
ed from that powerful kingdom, would lofe their ardour
with their profpect of fuccefs, and would gradually re-
turn to the faith of their anceftors. But the progrefs and
revolutions of religion are little governed by the ufua]

+ maxims
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maxims of civil policy ; and the event much difappointed C H A P,
the expeclations of the regent. Many of the Englifh preach- i‘_)_(,:\’_'_l_,
ers terrified with the feverity of Mary’s government, took 1559
fhelter in Scotland, where they found more protection,
and a milder adminiftration; and while they propagated
their theological tenets, they filled the whole kingdom
with a juft horror againft the cruelties of the bigotted
catholics, and thowed their difciples the fate, which they
muft expedt, if ever their adverfaries {hould attain an un-
controuled authority over them,

A HIERARCHY, moderate in its acquifitions of power
and riches, may fafely grant a toleration to fetaries;
and the more it foftens the zeal of innovators by lenity
and liberty, the more fecurely will it poffefs thofe advan-
tages, which the legal eftablithments beftow upon it.
But where fuperftition has raifed a church to fuch an ex-
orbitant height as that of Rome, perfecution is lefs the
refult of bigotry in the priefts, than of a neceflary po-
licy; and the rigour of law is the only method of re-
pelling the attacks of men, who, befides religious zeal,
have fo many other motives, derived both from public and
private intereft, to engage them on the fide of innoya-
tion. But though fuch overgrown hierarchies may long
fupport themfelves by thefe violent expedients, the time
comes, when feveritics tend only te enrage the new
feGtaries, and make them break through all bounds of
reafon and moderation. This crifis was now vifibly ap-
proaching in Scotland ; and whoever confiders merely
the tranfa&ions refulting from it, will be inclined to
throw the blame equally on both parties ; whoever en-
larges his view, and reflects on the fituations, will re-
mark the neceffary progrefs of human affairs, and the
operation of thofe principles, which are inherent in hu.
an nature,

C3 Somyg
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Some heads of the reformers in Scotland, fuch as the
carl of Argyle, his fon lord Lorne, the earls of Morton,
and Glencarne, Erfkine of Dun, and others, obferving
the danger to which they were expofed, and defirous to
propagate their principles, entered privately into 2 bond
or aflociation ; and called themfelves the Congregation of
the Lord, in contradiftinction to the eftablithed church,
which they denominated the congregation of Satan. The
tenor of the bond was as follows: € We perceiving how
¢ Satan, in his members, the antichrift of our time, do
¢¢ cruelly rage, fecking to overthrow and to deftroy the
gofpel of Chrift and his congregation, ought, accord=
¢ ding to our bounden duty, to ftrive, in our mafter’s
¢¢ caufe, even unto the death, being certain of the
¢ yi&ory in him. We do therefore promife, before the
majefty of God and his congregation, that we, by his
¢¢ grace, fhall with all diligence continually apply our
¢ whole power, fubftance, and our very lives, to main-
¢ tain, fet forward, and eftablifa the moft blefled word
¢« of God and his congregation; and fhall labour, by
< a1l poflible means, to_have faithful minifters, truly and
< purcly to minifter Chrift’s gofpel and facraments to
¢ his people: We fhall maintain them, nourith them,
¢ and defend them, the whole congregation of Chrift,
s¢ and every member thereof, by our whole power, and
¢¢ at the hazard of our lives, againft Satan, and all

<

o~

€

n

¢ wicked power, who may intend tyranny and trouble
¢ apainft the faid congregation: Unto which holy
¢ word and congregation we do join ourfelves; and
¢ we forfake and renounce the congregation of Satan
¢« with all the fuperftitious abomination and idola:
¢¢ try thereof; and moreover fhall declare ourfelves
¢ manifeftly enemies thereto, by this faithful promife
¢ before God, teftified to this congregation by our fub;

¢ {fcriptions,

@
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¢¢ fcriptions, At Edinburgh, the third of December (‘:chj(A §’
XXXV

§¢ 1557 g'” e

Hap the fubfcribers of this zealous league been con- 7559
tent only to demand a toleration of the new opinions;
however incompatible their pretenfions might have been
with the policy of the church of Rome, they would
have had the praife of oppofing tyrannical laws, enacted
to fupport an eftablifhment prejudicial to civil fociety:
But it is plain, that they carried their views much far-
ther ; and their pratice immediately difcovered the fpirit
by which they were actuated. Supported by the authority,
which, they thought, belonged to them as the congrega-
tion of the Lord, they ordained, that prayers in the vul-
gar tongue® thould be ufed in all the parifh churches of
the kingdom; and that preaching, and the interpretation
of the feriptures fhould be practifed in private houfes,
till God fhould move the prince to grant public preach-
ing by faithful and true minifters’. Such bonds of af-
fociation are always the forerunners of rebellion; and
this violent invafion of the eftablifhed religion was the
actual commencement of it.

BEe¥oRE this league was publicly known or avowed,
the clergy, alarmed with the progrefs of the reformation,
attempted to recover their loft authority by a violent ex-
ercife of power, which tended ftill farther to augment
the zeal and number of their enemies. Hamilton, the
primate, feized Walter Mill, a prieft of an irreproach-
able life, who had embraced the new doétrines; and
having tried him at St. Andrews, condemned him to the
flames for herefy. - Such general averfion was entertained
againft this barbarity, that it was fome time "t""'\"“ the bi-
ﬁlops could" prevail on any one to aét the part of a civil

g Keith, p. 66, Knox, p. 101. h The reformers ufed at that time
king Edward’s liturgy in Scotland. Forbes, p. 155, i Keith, p. 66,
Knox, p, 101,

C 4 judge,
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judge, and pronounce fentence upon Mill; and even after

w— the time of his execution was fixed, all the fhops of St.

Andrews being fhut, no one would f{ell a rope to tic him
to the ftake, and the primate himfelf was obliged to
furnifh this implement. The man bore the torture with
that courage, which, though ufual on thefe occafions,
always appears fupernatural and aftonifhing to the mul=
titude. The people, to exprefs their abhorrence againft
the cruelty of the priefts, raifed a monument of ftones
on the place of his execution ; and as faft as the ftones were
removed by order of the clergy, they were again {fupplied
from the voluntary zeal of the populace®. Itis in vain
for men to oppofe the fevereft punifhment to the united
motives of religion and public applaufe; and this was
the laft barbarity of the kind, which the catholics had
the power to exercife in Scotland.

SoME time after, the people difcovered their fenti-
ments in fuch a manner as was f{ufficient to prognofticate
to the pricfts the fate, which was awaiting them. It
was ufual on the feftival of St. Giles, the tutelar faing
of Edinburgh, to carry in procefion the image of that
faint; but the proteftants, in order to prevent the cere=
mony, found means, on the eve of the feftival, to purse
loin the ftatue from the church; and they pleafed them-
felves with imagining the furprife and difappointment of
his votaries. Theclergy, however, framed haftily a new
image, which, in derifion, was called by the people
young St. Gies; and they carried it though the ftreets,
attended by all the ecclefiaftics in the town and neigh-
bourhood. The multitude abftained from vidlen(_:e fo
long as the queen-regent continued a {pe@ator, but the
moment fhe retired, they invaded the idol, threw it in
the mire, and broke it in pieces. The flight and terror
of the pricfls and friars, who, it was remarked, deferted,

k Knox, p. 122,
: in
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in his greateft diftrefs, the obje& of their worthip, was C H 2 »,

XXXvi.,
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EncourAGED by all thefe appearances the congreca- ' 1559.
y PF =18

the fource of univerfal mockery and laughter,

tion proceeded with alacrity in openly foliciting fubferip-

tions to their league ; and the death of Mary of England,
with the acceffion of Elizabeth, which happened about
this time, contributed to encreafe their hopes of final
fuccefs in their undertaking. They ventured to prefent
a petition to the regent, craving a reformation of the
church, and of the wicked, feandalous, and deteflable lives
of the prelates and ecclefiaftics 1. They framed a petition,
which they intended to prefent to parliament, and in
which, after premifing, that they could not communicate
with the damnable idolatry, and intolerable abufes of the
papiftical church, they defired, that the laws againft he-
retics, fhould be executed by the civil magiftiate alone,
and that the feripture thould be the fole rule in judging
of herefym. They even petitioned the convocation, and .
infifted, that prayers fhould be faid in the vulgar tongue,
and that bifhops thould be chofen w:th the confent of the
gentry of the dioccfe, and priefts with the confent of the
parifhioners °. The regent prudently temporized between
thefe parties ; and as the aimed at procuring a matrimo-
nial crown for her fon-in-law, the dauphin, fhe was, on
that as well as other accounts, unwilling to come to ex-
tremities with either of them.,

BurT after this conceflion was obtained, fhe received
orders from France, probably diftated by the violent
fpirit of her brothers, to proceed with rigour againit the
reformers, and to reftore the royal authority by fome fig-
nal a& of power°. She made the more eminent of the
proteftant teachers be cited to appear before the coun-
cil at Stirling ; but when their followers were marching

! Knox, p.121. m Ibid, p. 123, n Keith, p. 78,
$1, 82, ® Melyil’s Memoirs, p. 242 Jeb, vol ii, p. 446.
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thither in great multitudes, inorder to protect and coufls
tenance them, fhe entertained apprehenfions of an infur-
re@ion, and, it is faid, diffipated the people by a pro-
mife P, that nothing fhould be done to the prejudice of
the minifters. ~ Sentence, however, was pailed, by which
all the minifters were pronounced rebels on account of
A meafure which enraged the peo-
Ive to oppofe the regent’s autho-
rity by force of arms, and to proceed to extremities
againft the clergy of the eftablifhed religion.

IN this critical time, John Knox arrived from Geneva,
where he had paffed fome years in banifhment, and where
he had imbibed, from his commerce with Calvin, the
higheft fapaticifm of his fe&t, augmented by the native
ferocity of his own character. He had been invited
back to Scotland by the leaders of the reformation ; and
mounting the pulpit at Perth, during the prefent fer-
ment of men’s minds, he declaimed with his ufual ve-
hemence againft the idolatry and other abominations
of the church of Rome, and incited his audience to
exert their utmoft zeal for its fubverfion, A prieft
was fo imprudent after this {ermon, as to open his. re-
pofitory of images and reliques, and prepare himfelf to
fay mafs, The audience, exalted to a difpofition for
any furious enterprize, were as much enraged as if the
fpectacle had not been quite familiar to them: They
attacked the prieft with fury, broke the images in pieces,
tore the pictures, overthrew the altars, fcattered about

their not appearing.
ple, and made them refo

the facred vafes; and left no implement of idolatrous
worfhip, as they termed it, entire or undefaced. They
thence proceeded, with additional numbers and augment-
ed rage, to the monafteries of the grey and black friars,
which they pillaged in an inftant: The Carthufians un-
derwent the fame fate: And the populace, not content

P See note [B] at the end of the volume,
with
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with robbing and expelling the monks, vented their
fury on the buildings which had been the receptacles of
fuch abominaticn; and in a little time nothing but
the walls of thefe edifices were left ftanding. The
inhabitants of Couper in Fife foon after imitated the
example 9,
: THE queen-regent, provoked at thefe violences, aflem-
bled an army, and prepared to chaftife the rebels. She
had about two thoufand French under her command, with
2 few Scottifh troops; and being aflifted by fuch of the
robility as were well affected to her, fhe pitched her camp
within ten miles of Perth. Even the ear] of Argyle, and
lord James Stuart, prior of St. Andrews, the queen’s na-
tural brother, though deeply engaged with the reformers,
attended the regent in this enterprize, either becaufe they
Jamed the fury of the populace, or hoped by their own
influence and authority to mediate fome agreement be-
tween the parties. The congregation, on the other hand,
made preparations for defence ; and being joined by the
earl of Glencarne from the weft, and being countenanced
by many of the nobility and gentry, they appeared for-
midable from their numbers, as well as from the zeal by
which they were animated. They fent an addrefs to the
regent, where they plainly infinuated, that, if they were
purfued to extremities, by the cruel beafts the churchmen,
they would have recourfe to foreign powers for afliftance;
and they fubfcribed themfelves her faithful fubjects in all
things not repugnant to God, afluming, at the fame time,
the name of the faithful congregation of Chrift Jefusr.
They applicd to the nobility attending her, and main-
tained, that their own paft violences were juftified by the
word of God, which commands the godly to deftroy ido-
latry, and all the monuments of it; and though all civil
authority was facred, yet was there a great difference be-

8 Spotfwood, p, 121, Knox, p, 127, * Knox, p. 129.
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the perfons who exercifed it *3
and that it ought to be confidered, whether or not thofe
abominations, called by the peftilent papifts, Religion,
and which they defend by fireand fword, be the truereli-
gion of Chrift Jefus. They remonftrated with fuch of
the queen’s army as had formerly embraced their party,
and told them, ¢ That as they were already reputed trai- |
« tors by God, they fhould likewife be excommunicated
« from their fociety, and from the participation of the
« facraments of the church, which God by his mighty
«¢ power had ereted among them 3 whofe minifters have
< the fame authority which Chrift granted to his apoftles
¢ in thefe words, WWhofe [ins ye Jhall forgive fball be for=
s« given, and whofe fins ye fball retain [ball be retained '
We may here fee, that thefe new faints were no lefs lofty
in their pretenfions than the ancient hierarchy : No
wonder they were enraged againft the latter as their
rivals in dominion. They joined to all thefe declara-
tions an addrefs to the eftablifhed church; and they af-
fixed this title to it: ¢ To the generation of anti-
« chrift, the peftilent prelates and their fbavetings * in
¢«¢ Scotland, the conyregation of Chrift Jefus within the
«¢ fame fayeth.” The tenor of the manifeflo was fuit-
able to the title, They told the ecclefiaftics, ¢ As ye
< by tyranny intend not only to deftroy our bodies, but
¢ alfo by the fame to hold our fouls in bondage of the
< devil, fulject to idolatry; fo fhall we, with all the
¢ force and power which God fhall grant unto us, exe-
¢ cute juft vengeance and punithment upon you: Yea,
«¢ we fhall begin the fame war which God commanded
s¢ Ifrael to execute apainft the Canaanites ; thatis, con-
¢ tract of peace fhall never be made, till you dcﬁ& from

~

o : g :
your open idolatry, and cruel perfecution of God’s

e t Ibid, p. 133 ¥ A contemptuoug
term for a prieft, - g
¢¢ childreng
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* children.  And this, in the name of the eternal God, C H A P.
¢ and of his fon Chrift Jefus, whofe verity we profcfs,w
¢¢ and Gofpel we bave preached, and holy facraments 1559

“¢ rightly adminiftered, we fignify unto you, to be our
¢ intent, fo far as God will affift us to withftand your
¢ idolatry. ‘Take this for warning,

¢ edv.” With thefe outrageous fymptoms, commenced

and be not deceiv-

in Scotland that cant, hypocrify, and fanaticifm, which
long infefted that kingdom, and which, though now mol-
lified by the lenity of the civil power, is ftill ready to
break out on all occafions.

THE queen regent, finding fuch obftinate zeal in the
rebels, was content to embrace the counfels of Argyle and
the prior of St. Andrews, and to form an accommodation
with them. She was received into Perth, which fubmit~
ted, on her promifing an indemnity for paft offences, and
engaging not to leave any French garrifon in the place.
Complaints, very ill founded, immediately arofe concern-
ing the infradtion of this capitulation. Some of the in-
habitants, it was pretended, were molefted on account of
the late violences ; and fome companies of Scotch foldiers,
fuppofed to be in French pay, were quartered in the town ;
which ftep, though taken on very plaufible grounds,
was loudly exclaimed againft by the congregation*, "It
is afferted that the regent, to juftify thefe meafures, de-
clared, that princes ought not to have their promifes too
ftri&tly urged upon them ; nor was any faith to be kept
with heretics : And that for her part, could fhe find as
good a colour, fhe would willingly bereave all thefe
men of their lives and fortunes”, But it is no wife
likely, that fuch expreflions ever dropped from this pru-
dent and virtuous princefs. On the contrary, it appears,
that all thefe violences were difagreeable to her ; that the

w Keith, p. 85, 86, 87. Knox, p. 1344 x Knox, p.139.
¥ Ibid, Spotfwaood, p, 123.
was
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authority of the

French counfellors placed about her ; and that fhe oftert
thought, if the management of thofe affairs had been en-
trufted wholly to herfelf, the could eafily, without forcey
have accommodated all differences %
THE congregation, inflamed with their own zeal, and
enraged by thefe difappointments, remained not long in
tranquillity. Even before they left Perth, and while as
yet they had no colour to complain of any violation of
treaty, they had figned a new covenant, in which, be=
fides their engagements to mutual defence, they vowed,
in the name of God, to employ their whole power in de-
firoying every thing that dithonoured his holy name; and
this covenant was fubfcribed, among others, by Argyle
and the prior of St. Andrews 2. Thefe two leaders now
defired no better pretence for deferting the regent and
openly joining their aflociates, than the complaints, how=-
ever doubtful, or rather falfe, of her breach of promife.
The congregation alfo, encouraged by this acceffion of
force, gave themfelves up entirely to the furious zeal of
Knox, and renewed at Crail, Anftruther, and other places
in Fife, like depredations on the churches and monafteries
with thofe formerly committed at Perth and Couper. The
regent, who marched againft them with her army, find-
ing their power fo much encreafed, was glad to conclude
4 truce for a few days, and to pafs over with her forces to
the Lothians. The reformers befieged and took Perth;
proceeded thence to Stirling, where they exercifed their
pfual fury; and finding nothing able to refift them, they
bent their march to Edinburgh, the inhabitants of which,
as they had already anticipated the zeal of the congrega-
tion againft the churches and monafteries, gladly opened
their gates to them. The regent, with the few forces

z See note [C] at the end of the volume,
a Keith, p. 89. Knox, p. 138,
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which remained with her, took fhelter in Dunbar, where CHA P,

fhe fortified herfelf, in expectation of a reinforcement ' ;
from France. 1559.

MeanwHILE, fhe employed her partizans in reprefent-
ing to the people the dangerous confequences of this open
rebellion ; and fhe endeavoured to convince them, that
the lord James, under pretence of religion, had formed
the fcheme of wrefting the fceptre from the hands of the
fovereign, By thefe confiderations many were engaged
to defert the army of the congregation ; but much more
by the want of pay or any means of fubfiftence ; and the
regent, obferving the malcontents to be much weakened,
ventured to march to Edinburgh, witha defign of {up-
prefling them. - On the interpofition of the duke of Cha-
telrault, who ftill adhered to her, fhe agreed to a capitu-
lation, in which fhe granted them a toleration of their
religion, and they engaged to commit no farther depreda-
tions on the churches. Soon after they evacuated the
city 3 and before they left it, they proclaimed the articles
of agreement ; but they took care to publith on]y the arti-
cles favourable to themfelves, and they were g uilty of a
impofture, in adding one to the number, namc:v, that
idolatry fhould not again be ercited in any place where
it was at that time {UP’”({I\u %!

AN agreement, concluded while men where in this dif-
poﬂtx()n, could not be durable ; and both fides endeavoured
to ftrengthen themfelves as much as poffible, againft the
enfuing rupture, which appeared inevitable, The regent,
having got a reinforcement of 1000 men from France,

began to fortify Leith; and the congregation feduced to
their party the duke of Chatelrault, who had long ap-
peared inclined to join them, and who was at laft deter-
mined by the arrival of his fon, the earl of Arran, from
France, where he had efcaped many dangers, from

the jealoufy, as well as bigotry, of Henry and the duke

® See note [D] at the end of the volume
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H A P. of Guife. More French troops foon after difembarked
"1 nder the command of La Brofle, who was followed by

the bifhop of Amiens, and three dotors of the Sorbonne.
Thefe laft were fupplied with ftore of fyllogifms, au-
thorities, citations, and fcholaftic arguments, which they
intended to oppofe to the Scottifh preachers, and which,
they juftly prefumed, would acquire force, and produce
conviétion, by the influence of the French arms and
artillery <
Tue conftable Montmorency had always oppofed the
marriage of the Dauphin with the queen of Scots, and
had foretold, that, by forming fuch clofe connexions with
Scotland, the ancient league would be diffolved ; and the
natives of that kingdom, jealous of a foreign yoke, would
foon become, inftead of allies, attached by intereft and
inclination, the moft inveterate enemies to the French
government. But though the event feemed now to have
juftified the prudence of that aged minifter, it is not im=~
probable, confidering the violent counfels, by which
France was governed, that the infurre&ion was deemed
a favourable event; as afferding a pretence, for fending
over armies, for entirely fubduing the country, for attaint-
ing the rebels ¢, and for preparing means thence to invade
England, and fupport Mary’s title to the crown of that
kingdom. The leaders of the congregation, well ac-
quainted with thefe views, were not infenfible of their
danger, and faw that their. only fafety confifted in the
vigour and fuccefs of their meafures, They were encou-
raged by the intelligence received of the fudden death of
Henry 11. ; and having pafled an a& from their own au-
thority, depriving the queen-dowager of the regency, and
ordering all the French troops to evacuate the kingdom,.
they collected forces to put their ediét in execution againit

¢ Spot{wood, p. 134. Thuaa, lib. xxiv. ¢, 10,
4 Forbes, veol ie p. 135, Thuan, lib, xxiv. ¢, £3e

them,
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them. The again became mafters of Edinburgh; butC H A P.
found themfelves unable to keep long pofleffion of thati(._):,\:“_l;
city. ‘Their tumultuary armies, a{Tcmblcd in hafte, and 15359
fupported by no pay, foon feparated upon the leaft di-
fafter, or even any delay of fuccefs; and were incapable
of refifting fuch veteran troops as the French, who were
alfo feconded by fome of the Scottith nobility, among
whom the earl of Bothwel diftinguithed himfelf, Hear-
ing that the marquis of Elbeuf, brother to the regent,
was levying an army againft them in Germany, they
thought themfelves excufable for applying, in this extre-
mity, to the affiftance of England; and as the fympathy
of religion, as well as regard to national liberty, had
now counterbalanced the ancient animofity againft thag
kingdom, this meafure was the refult of inclination, no
lefs than of intefeft ¢,  Maitland of Lidington, therefore,
and Robert Melvil, were fecretly difpatched by the con-
gregation to folicit fuccours from Elizabeth,

‘THE wife council of Elizabeth did not long deliberate Interpofi

tion of the
in agreeing to this requeft, which concurred fo well with gueen in

Scotch afs

the views and interefts of their miftrefs. Cecil in pzxm-flla

cular reprefented to the queen, that the union of the
crowns of Scotland and France, ‘both of them the heredi-
tary enemies of England, was ever regarded as a perni-
cious event ; and her father, as well as proteétor Somer-
fet, had employed every expedient, both of war and ne-
gociation, to preventit: That the claim, which Mary
advanced to the crown, rendered the prefent f{ituation of
England ftill more dangerous, and demanded, on the
part of the queen, the greateft vigilance and precaution :
That the capacity, ambition, and exorbitant views of
the fumily of Guife, who now governed the French
counfels, were fufficiently known ; and they themfeives
made no fecret of their defign to place their niece on thg

¢ Sce note [E] at the end of the vclume,

YoV, D throne




34

C H A P. throne of England : That deemin
XXXVIIL

\.._\/_J

1559.

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

g themfelves fecure of

fuccefs, they had already, fomewhat imprudently and
prematurely, taken off the mafk; and Throgmorton, the
Englifh ambaflador at Paris, fent over, by every courier,
inconteftible proofs of their hoftile intentions f : That
they only waited till Scotland fhould be entirely fubdued;
and having thus deprived the Englith of the advantages,
refulting from their fituation and naval power, they pre-
pared means for fubverting the queen’s authority : That
the zealous catholics in England, difcontented with the
prefent government, and fatisfied in the legality of
Mary’s title, would bring them confiderable reinforce=
ment, and would difturb every meafure of defence againft
that formidable power : That the only expedient for pre=
venting thefe defigns was to feize the prefent opportunitys
and take advantage of a like zeal in the proteftants of
Scotland ; nor could any doubt be entertained with re-
gard to the juftice of a meafure, founded on fuch evident
neceflity, and direéted only to the ends of felf-preferva-
tion: That though a French war, attended with great
expence, feemed the neceflary confequence of fupporting
the malcontents in Scotland, that power, if removed to
the continent, would be much lefs formidable ; and 2
finall difburfement at prefent would in the end be found
the greateft frugality: And that the domeftic diffentions
of France, which every day augmented, together with
the alliance of Philip, who, notwithftanding his bigotry
and hypocrify, would never permit the entire conqueft of
England, were fufficient to fecure the queen againﬁ
the dangerous ambition and refentment of the houfe of
Guifes.

f Forbes, vol. i. p. ¥34. 136, 149. 150. 159. 165. 181. 194. 229+ 23T¢
235—241. 253, g Forbes, vol, i, p. 389. Jebb, vol. iy
p. 448. Keith, appends 24,
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ErLizABETH'S propenﬁty to ‘caution and cecondomy was, -

though with fome difficulty ®, overcome by thefe power=e— —

ful motives; and fhe prepared herfelf to fupport by arms
and money the declining affairs of the congregation in
Scotland. Sheequipped a fleet, which confifted of thir-
teen fthips of war ; and giving the command of it to Win-
ter, fhe fent it to the Frith of Forth: She appointed the
young duke of Norfolk her lieutenant in the northern
counties, and fhe aflembled at Berwic an army of eight
thoufand men under the command of lord Gray, warden
of the edft and middle marches. Though the court of
France, fenfible of the danger, offered her to make im-
mediate reftitution of Calais, provided fthe would not in=
terpofe in the affairs of Scotland ; fhe refolutely replied,
that the never would put an inconfiderable fifhing-
town in competition with the fafety of her dominions i
and fhe fill continued her preparations. She concluded
a treaty of mutual defence with the congregation, which
'was to laft during the marriage of the queen of Scots
with Francis and a year after ; and fhe promifed never to
defift till the French had entirely evacuated Scotland k.
:And having thus taken all proper meafures for fuccefs,
and received from the Scots fix hoftages for the perform-
ance of articles, fhe ordered her fleet and army to begin
their operations.

THE appearance of Elizabeth’s fleet in the Frith dif-
«concerted the French army, who were at that time ra-
vaging the county of Fife; and obliged them to make a
circuit by Stirling, in order to reach Leith, where they
prepared themfclves for defence. The Englith army,
reinforced by s0c0 Scots !, fat down before the place ;

h Forbes, vol.i. p.454. 460. i Spotfwood, p. 146. k Knor,
P. 217, Haynes's State Pap-rs, vol. i, p, 153,

Rymer, tem. xv, p. 5€g.
¥} Haynes, vol, i, p. 256. 259.
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and after two fkirmithes, in the former of which, the

Englith had tle advantage, in the latter the French,

they began to batter the town ; and though repulfed

with confideratle lofs in a rath and ill-conduéted aflaulty

they reduced te garrifon to great difficulties. Their

diftrefs was augmented by two events; the difperfion by

a ftorm of d’Elbeuf’s fleet, which carried a confiderable

army on boar¢”, and the death of the queen-regent,

who expired alout this time in the caftle of Edinburgh;

a woman endwed with all the’capacity which fhone

forth in her fimily, but poffefled of much more virtue
and moderatior than appeared in the conduét of the
other branche: of it. The French, who found it im-
poflible to fublft for want of provifions, and who faw,
that the Englifh were continually reinforced by frefh
numbers, wert obliged to capitulate : And the bithop of
Valence and count Randan, plenipotentiaries from
France, fignec a treaty at Edinburgh with Cecil and
Dr. Wotton, whom Elizabeth had fent thither for that
purpofe. It vas there ftipulated, that the French fhould
inftantly evaciate Scotland ; that the king and queen of
France and Scotland fhould theneeforth abftain from
bearing the arns of England, or affuming the title of that
kingdom ; tha farther fatisfaction for the injury already
done in that mrticular fhould be granted Elizabeth ; and
that commiffimers thould meet to fettle this point, or if
they could no: agree, that the king of Spain fhould be
umpire betwen the crowns. Befides thefe ftipulations,
which regardd England, fome conceffions were granted
to the Scots ; namely, that an amnefty fhould be pub=-
lithed for all jaft offences; that none but natives fhould
enjoy any ofice in Scotland; that the ftates fhould
name twenty-four perfons, of whom the queen of Scots

m Haynes, vol.i. p. 223,

fhould




EL 1 Z ABE T H, 37

fhould chufe feven, and the ftates five, an( in the hands C H a p,
XXX VI,

d

- - © st o

during their queen’s abfence ; and that Miry fhould nei- 1460,

of thefe twelve thould the whole adminiftrition be place

ther make peace nor war without confent of the ftates™.
1In order to haften the execution of this inportant treaty,
Elizabeth fent thips, by which the Frenth forces were
tranfported into their own country.

Tuus Europe faw, in the firft tranfiCion of this
reign, the genius and capacity of the quem and her mi-
nifters. She difcerned at a diftance the danger, which
threatened her ; and inftantly took vigorais meafures to
prevent it. Making all poflible advantags of her fitua-
tion, fhe proceeded with celerity to a decfion ; and was
not diverted by any offers, negociations, o remonftrances
of the French court, She ftopped no till fhe had
brought the matter to a final iffue; and had converted
that very power, to which her enemies trufted for her
deftrué&ion, into her firmeft fupport and fecuri

By

exalting no improper conditions from th: Scottifh mal-
contents even during their greateft diftefles, fhe efta-
blifhed an entire confidence with them; amd having ce-
mented the union by all the ties of grattude, interefl,
and religion, fhe now poflefled an intereft over them be-
yond what remained even with their naive fovereign,
The regard, which fhe acquired by ths dextrous and
{pirited conduét, gave her every where, broad as well
as at home, more authority than had atteded her fitter,
though fupported by all the power of tle Spanifh mo-
narchye.

THE fubfequent meafures of the Scctith reformers
tended f1ill more to cement their union wizn England.
Being now entirely mafters of the kingdm, they made

no farther ceremony or feruple, in fullyeffecting their

2 ‘Rymer, vol. xv. p. 59q. Keith, p. 137. Spotfwod, p. 147.  Knox,
J ? & . ’ :

pi2 9. ¢ Forbes, vol,i pa354. 372. Jebbvol.il. p. 452,
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dinburgh it had been agreed,,
tion fhould foon be aflem-
congregation, not waiting
ratify that treaty, thought

purpofe. In the treaty of E
at a parliament or conven
bled 3 and the Jeaders of the
till the queen of Scots {fhould
themfelves fully entitled, without the fovereign’s autho-
rity, immediately to fummon a parliament., ‘The reform-

this affembly; in which they

ers prefented a petition to
were not contented with defiring the eftablithment of their

do&rine ; they alfo applied for the punithment of the
pcatholics, whom they called vaflals to the Roman harlot;
ar. d they afferted, that, among all the rabble of the cler- -
2¥s fuch is their expreflion, there was not one lawful mi-

nifte. 3 but that they were, all of them, thieves and mur-

derers 3 Y€3, rebels and traitors to civil authority ; and

therefo, "€ unworthy to be fuffer
monwear th ?.  The parliament feem to have been attu-

ated by th @ fame [pirit of rage and perfecution. After
ratifying a confeflion of faith, agreeable to the new doc-
trines, they pafled a ftatute againft the mafs, and not
only abolifhed’ it in all the churches, but enated, that
whoever, any i vhere, either officiated in it or was prefent
at it, fhould be haftifed, for the firft offence, with con-
fifcation of goods: and corporal punifhmeat, at the dif-
cretion of the mag ifrate ; for the fecond, with banifh-
and for the t.hird, with lofs of life % A law was
lifing the papal jurifdiction in Scot-

ed in any reformed com-

ment ;
3lfo voted for abo
land : The prefbyteria form of difcipline was fettled,
leaving only at firft fomn€ fhadow of authority to certain
ecclefiaftics, whom they called Superintendants. The
prelates of the ancient fafith appeared, in order to com-
plain of great injuftice copamitted on them by the inva-
fion of their property, but the parliament took no notice
of them ; till at laft, thefe ec clefiaftics, tired with fruit-
lefs attendance, departed the town. They were then

p Knox, p- 237, 238. 4 1bid. p. 254.
cited
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cited to appear; and as nobody prefented himfelf, it wasC H A F.

5 ¥ XXXVIIL
voted by the parliament, that the ecclefiaftics were en- )
tirely fatisfied, and found po reafon of complaint. 1360,

Sir James Sandilands, prior of St. John, was fent over
to France to obtain the ratification of thefe aclts; but
was very ill received by Mary, who denied the vali-
dity of a parliament, fummoned without the royal con-
fent; and fhe refufed her fanétion to thofe ftatutes, But
the proteftants gave themfelves little concern about their
queen’s refufal. They immediately put the ftatutes in
execution: They abolithed the mafs; they fettled their
minifters ; they committed every where furious devafta-
tions on the monafteries, and even on the churches,
which they thought profaned by idolatry ; and deeming
the property of the clergy lawful prize, they took pof-
{effion, without ceremony, of the far greater part of the
ecclefiaftical revenues. Their new preachers, who had
authority fufficient to incite them to war and infurretion,
could not reftrain their rapacity ; and fanaticifm concur-
ring with avarice, an incurable wound was given to the
papal authority in that country. The proteftant nobility
and gentry, united by the confcioufnefs of fuch unpar-
donable guilt, alarmed for their new pofleflions, well ac-
quainted with the imperious character of the houfe of
Guife, faw no fafety for themfelves but in the protection
of England ; and they difpatched Morton, Glencarne,
and Lidington to exprefs their fincere gratitude to the
queen for her paft favours, and reprefent to her the necef=
fity of continuing them,

Er1zaBeTH, on her part, had equal reafon to main- g,eneh of.
tain a union with the Scottifh proteftants; and foon fairs.
found that the houfe of Guife, notwithftanding their
former difappointments, had not laid afide the defign of
contefting her title, and fubverting her authority. Fran-
cis and Mary, whofe counfels were wholly direfted by

D 4 them,
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fhowed no difpofition to give her any fatisfattion for that
mortal affront, which they had put upon her, by their
openly afluming the title and arms of England, She was
fenfible of the danger attending fuch pretenfions ; and
it was with pleafure fhe heard of the violent faCtions,
which prevailed in the French government, and of the
oppofition, which had arifen againft the meafures of the
duke of Guife. That ambitious prince, fupported by
his four brothers, the cardinal of Lorraine, the duke
of Aumale, the marquis of Elbeuf, and the grand prior,
~men no lefs ambitious than himfelf, had engrofled all
the authority of the crown ; and as he was poflefied of
every quality, which could command the efteem or fe-
duce the affeQions of men, there appeared no end of
his acquifitions and pretenfions. The conftable, Mont-
morency, who had long balanced his credit, was deprived
of all power: The princes of the blood, the king of
Navarre, and his brother, the prince of Conde, were
entirely excluded from offices and favour: The queen-
mother herfelf, Catherine de Medicis, found her influ-
And as Francis, a young
prince, infirm both in mind and body, was wholly go-
verned by his confort, who knew no law but the plea-
fure of her uncles, men defpaired of ever obtaining
freedom from the dominion of that alpiring family.
It was the contefts of religion, which firft infpired the
French with courage openly to oppofe their unlimited
authority.

Tue theological difputes, firft ftarted in the north of
Germany, next in Switzerland, countries at that time
wholly illiterate, had long ago penetrated into France
"md_ as they were aflifted by the general difcontent
;’lgamﬂ' th.e court and church of Rome, and by the
Zealous fpirit of the age, the profelytes to the new reli-

gion

ence every day declining :
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gion were fecretly encreafing in every province. Hen- CHAP,
ry II. in imitation of his father Francis, had oppofed }ﬁg
the progrefs of the reformers; and though a prince ad- 1560,
difted to pleafure and fociety, he was tranfported by a
vehemence, as well as bigotry, which had little place in
the conduct of his predeceflor. Rigorous punithments
had been inflicted on the moft eminent of the proteftant
party ; and a point of honour feemed to have arifen,
whether the one et could exercife, or the other fuffer
moft barbarity. The death of Henry put fome flop to
the perfecutions ; and the people, who had admired the
conftancy of the new preachers, now heard with favour
their doCtrines and arguments. But the cardinal of Lor-
raine, as well as his brothers, who were poffefied of the
legal authority, thought it their intereft to fupport the
eftablithed religion; and when they revived the execu-
tion of the penal ftatutes, they neceflarily drove the
malcontent princes and nobles to embrace the prote&ion
of the new religion. The king of Navarre, a man of
mild difpofitions, but of a weak characer, and the prince
of Condé, who pofieffed many great qualities, having de-
clared themfelves in favour of the proteftants, that fe&
acquired new force from their countenance; and the ad-
miral, Coligni, with his brother Andelot, no longer
ferupled to make open profeflion of their communion.
The integrity of the admiral, who was believed fincere
in his attachment to the new do&trine, and his great re-
putation both for valour and condu&, for the arts of
peace as well as of war, brought credit to the reformers 3
and after a fruftrated attempt of the malcontents to feize
the king’s perfon at Amboife, of which Elizabeth had pro-
bably fome intelligence ', every place was full of diftrac-
r Forbes, vol. 1. p.2v4. Throgmorton, about this time, unwilling to

entruft to letters the great fecrets committed to him, obtained leave, under
fome pretext, to come over to London.

tion,
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tion, and matters haftened to an open rupture between
the parties. But the houfe of Guife, though thefe fac-
tions had obliged them to remit their efforts in Scotland,
and had been one chief caufe of Elizabeth’s fuccefs, were
determined not to relinquifh their authority in France,
or yield to the violence of their enemies. They found
an‘opportunity of feizing the king of Navarre and the
prince of Condé; they threw the former into prifon;
they obtained a (eritence of death againft the latter ; and
they were proceeding to put the fentence in execution,
when the king’s fudden death faved the noble prifoner,

ed the profperity of the duke of Guife.

and interrupt
The queen-mother was appointed regent to her fon

harles IX. now in his minority: Theking of Navarre
was named lieutenant-general of the kingdom : The fen-
tence againft Condé was annulled: The conftable was
recalled to court : And the family of Guife, though they
fill enjoyed great offices and great power, found a couns
terpoife to their authority.

ErizaBeTH was determined to make advantage of
thefe events againft the queen of Scots, whom fhe fill
regarded as a dangerous rival.  She faw herfelf freed
from the perils attending a union of Scotland with
France, and from the pretenfions of fo powerful a prince
as Francis ; but fhe confidered, at the fame time, that
the Englifh catholics, who were numerous, and who
were generally prejudiced in favour of Mary’s title,
would now adhere to that princefs with more zealous
attachment, when they faw, that her fucceffion no longer
endangered the liberties of the kingdom, and was ra-
ther attended with the advantage of effefting an entire
union with Scotland. She gave orders, therefore, to her
ambaflador, Throgmorton, a vigilant and able minifter,
to renew his applications to. the queen of Scots, and to
require her ratification of the treaty of Edinburgh. ~But
though
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though Mary had defifted, after her hufband’s death, from ; v ¢
bearing the arms and title of queen of England, the fti]l XXXV1iL
declined gratifying Elizabeth in this momentous article;  156s.
and being fwayed by the ambitious fuggeftions of her un-

cles, fhe refufcd to make any formal renunciation of her
pretenfions.

 MEeaNwHILE, the queen-mother of France, who im-

puted to Mary all the mortifications, which fhe had met

with during Francis’s life-time, took care to retaliate on

her by like injuries ; and the queen of Scots, finding her

abode in France difagrecable, began to think of return-

ing to her native country. Lord James, who had been

fent in deputation from the flates to invite her over, fe-

conded thefe intentions ; and fhe applied to Elizabeth, by
D’Oifel, for a fafe condudt, in cafe the fhould be obliged

to pafs through England® : But fhe received for anfwer,

that, till fhe had given fatisfaction, by ratifying the trea-

ty of Edinburgh, fhe could expe&t no favour from a per-

fon, whom fhe had fo much injured. This denial excited

her indignation ; and fhe made no fcruple of exprefling her
fentiments to "T"hrogmorton, when he reiterated his appli-

cations to gratify his miftrefs in a demand, which he re-
prefented as fo reafonable. Having cleared the room of

her attendants, fhe faid to him, ¢¢ How weak I may prove,

¢ or how far a woman’s frailt'y may tranfport me, I can-
not tell: However, Iam refolved not to have fo many
witnefles of my infirmity as your miftrefs had at her
¢¢ audience of my ambaflador D’Oifel. There is nothing
¢¢ difturbs me fo much, as the having afked, with fo
¢ much importunity, a favour which it was of no confe-

[13

(19

¢¢ quence for me to obtain. I can, with God’s leave, re-

¢ turn to my own country without ber leave ; as I came

¢ to France, in fpite of all the oppofition of her brother,

8

¢« king Edward: Neither do I want friends both able and

s Goedall, vol, i, p, 173, ¢ wills
wiling
5
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as they have brought me
ous rather to make an ex=
friendfhip than of the afift-
I have often beard you fay,
een her and my-

hither 3 though I was defir
<¢ periment of your miftrefs’s
<« ance of any other perfon.

¢ that a good correfpondence betw
felf would conduce much to the fecurity and happi=
nels of both ou’ kingdoms : Were {he well convinced

<

o~

<
< of this truth, (he would hardly have denied me fo
¢ {mall a requeft But, perhaps, fhe bears a better in~
clination to my rebellious fubjeCts than to me, their

o~

n

< {overeign, her :qual in royal dignity, her near rela=
< tion, and the indoubted heir of her kingdoms. Be-
<« fides her frienlthip, I afk nothing at her hands: I
neither trouble her, nor concern myfelf in the affairs
« of her ftate: Not that I am ignorant, that there are
% pow in Englaid a great many malcontents, who are
¢ no friends to the prefent eftablifhment. Sheis pleafed
<« ¢o upbraid me as a perfon little experienced in the
« world : I freely own it; but age will cure that defect.
« However, I an already old enough to acquit myfelf

a
5N

¢« honeftly and courteoufly to my friends and relations,
« and to encounige no reports of your miftrefs, which
« would mifbecome a queen and her kinfwoman. I
s¢ would alfo far, by her leave, that I am a queen a8
< well as fhe, axd not altogether friendlefs: And, per-
% haps, I have 1s great a foul too; fo that methinks we
¢« fhould be upm a level in our treatment of each othefs
<« As foon as I lave confulted the ftates of my kingdom,
< I fhall be ready to give her a reafonable anfwer ; and
I am the nwore intent on my journey, in order to
make the quitker difpatch ‘in this affair. But fhe, it
< feems, intencs to ftop my journey; fo that either fhe
< will not let me give her fatisfation, or is refolved not
to be fatisfiel 3 perhaps, on purpofe to keep up the
difagreement betwcen us. She has often reproach-

8 e ed

-

£13

(4
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~
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~
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“ ed me with my being young; axd I mult be very C H A P,
XXX Viii,

p——

¢ young, indeed, and as ill advifed, to treat of matters
 of fuch great concern and impotance, without the 156n
¢ advice of my parliament. I have not been wanting
““ in all friendly offices to her; bu fhe difbelicves or

¢ overlooks them. I could heartily vifh, that I were as

“¢ nearly allied to her in affection 4s n blood : For that,
¢ indeed, would be a tnoft valuable aliance t.”

SucH a fpirited reply, notwithftaiding the obliging

terms interfperfed in it, was but ill fitted to conciliate
friendfhip between thefe rival princdles, or cure thofe
mutual jealoufies which had already tiken place. Eliza-

beth equipped a fleet, on pretence o purfuing pyrates,

but probably with an intention of intreepting the queen

of Scots in her return homewards. M lary embarked at r5ih Aug,
Calais; and paffing the Englith fleet in a fog, arrived "“’r‘:"""
fafely at Leith, attended by }‘cr thre uncles, the duke scotland,
of Aumale, the grand prior, and the narquels of Elbeuf,
together with the marquefs of Danville, and other
French courtiers. This change of ibode and fituation

was very little agreeable to that priicefs. Befides her
natural prepofleffions in favour of acountry in which

fhe had been educated from her ealieft infancy, and
where fthe had borne fo high a rark, fhe could not
forbear both regretting the fociety of tlat people, fo cele~

brated for their humane difpofition, md their refpeful
attachment to their fovereign, and rdlecting on the dif-

parity of the fcene which lay before he, Itis faid, that,

after fhe was embarked at Calais, e kept her eyes

fixed on the coaft of France, and iever turned them

from that beloved obje&, till darknds fell, and inter-
cepted it from her view. She then orered a couch to be

fpread for her in the open air; and charged the pilot,

that, if in the morning the land wee {hll in-fight, he

¢ Caballa, p. 374 Spetfwood, p.(77.

thould
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WOF

in which all her affections were centereds
d calm, fo that the fhip made little
way in the night-time: And Mary had once more an
opportunity of feeing the French coaft. She fat up on
her couch, and ftill looking towards the land, often re-
peated thefe words : ¢ Farewell, France, farewell; I
¢ {hall never fee thee more™.” The firft afpect, how-
ever, of things in Scotland was more favourable, if not
to her pleafure and happinefs, at leaft to her repofe and
fecurity, than fhe had reafon to apprehend. No fooner
did the French gallies appear off Leith, than people of
all ranks, who had long expe&ted their arrival, flocked
towards the fhore, with an earneft impatience to behold

The weather prove

and receive their young fovereign. Some were led by
duty, fome by intereft, fome by curiofity ; and all com-
bined to exprefs their attachment to her, and to infinuate
themfelves into her confidence, oh the commencement of
her adminiftration. She had now reached her nineteenth
year ; and the bloom of her vouth and amiable beauty of
her perfon were farther recommended by the affability of
her addrefs, the politenefs of her manners, and the elegance
of her genius. Well accomplifhed in all the {uperficial,
but engaging graces of a court, the afforded, when bet-
ter known, ftill more promifing indications of her cha=
raler ; and men prognofticated both humanity from her
foft and obliging deportment, and penetration from her
tafte in all the refined arts of mufic, eloquence, and
poetry ¥. And as the Scots had long been deprived of
the prefence of their fovereign, whom they once de-
fpaired ever more to behold among them, her arrival
feemed to give univerfal fatisfaion ; and nothing 2p-
peared about the court, but fymptoms of affection, joys
and feftivity.
u Keith, p. 179, Jebb, vol. ii. p. 483. w Buchan, lib.#vils
¢.g. Spotfwood, P 178, 179. - Keith, p 180, Thuan, lib, xxixs € 2¢
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THE firft meafures, which Mary embraced, confirmed C H A P.

~ G - A XXXVIIL,
all the prepoffeffions entertained in her favour. She fol- . 5
lowed the advice given her in France by D’Qifel and 3565

the bifhop of Amiens, as well as her uncles; and fhe
beftowed her confidence entirely on the leaders of the
reformed party, who had greateft influence over the
people, and who, fhe found, were alone able to fupport
her government. Her brother, lord James, whom fhe
foon after created earl of Murray, obtained the chief au-
thority ; and after him Lidington, fecretary of ftate, a
man of great fagacity, had a principal fhare in her confi-
dence. By the vigour of thefe men’s meafures fhe endea-
voured to eftablifh order and juftice in a country, divided
by public factions and private feuds ; and that fierce, in-
traétable people, unacquainted with laws and obedience,
feemed, for a time, to fubmit peaceably to her gentle and
prudent adminiftration.

BuT there was one circumftance, which blafted all
thefe promifing appearances, and bereaved Mary of that
general favour, which her agreeable manners and judi-
cious deportment gave her juft reafon to expe@. She
was ftill a papift; and though fhe publifthed, foon after
her arrival, a proclamation, enjoining every one to fub-
mit to the eftablithed religion, the preachers and their
adherents could neither be reconciled to a perfon polluted
with fo great an abomination, nor lay afide their jealou-
fies of her future condut, It was with great difficulty
fhe could obtain permiffion for faying mafs in her own
chapel ; and had not the people apprehended, that, if
fhe had here met with a refufal, fhe would inftantly have
returned to France, the zealots never would have granted
her even that fmall indulgence. The cry was, ¢ Shall
¢ we fuffer that idol to be again ere(ted within the
 realm?” It was aflerted in the pulpit, that one mafs
was more terrible than ten thoufand armed men landed to

invade
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invade the kingdom*: Lord Lindefey, and the gentles
men of Fife, exclaimed, ¢ That the idolater fhould die
the death ;” fuch was their exprefiion. One that carried
tapers for the ceremony of that worfhip, was attacked
and infulted in the court of the palace. And if lord
James, and fome popular leaders, had not interpofed, the
moft dangerous uproar was juitly apprehended, from the
ungoverned fury of the multitude?. ‘The ufual prayers
in the churches were to this purpofe: That God would
turn the queen’s heart, which was obftinate againft him
and his truth ; or if his holy will be otherwife, that he
would ftrengthen the hearts and hands of the eleét, ftouts
ly to oppofe the rage of all tyrants 2, Nay, it was openly
called in queftion, whether that princefs, being an ido-
latrefs, was entitled to any authority, even in civil mat-
eIt
TuE helplefs queen was every moment expofed to con=
tumely, which fhe bore with benignity and patience.
Soon after her arrival fhe dined in the caftle of Edinburgh;
and it was there contrived, that a boy, fix years of age,
fhould be let down from the roof, and fhould prefent her
with a bible, a pfalter, and the keys of the caftle. Left
{he fhould be at 2 lofs to underftand this infult on her as
a papift; all the decorations exprefled the burning of
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, and other punifhments
infli¢ted by God upon idolatry ®. The town council of
Edinburgh had the aflurance, from their own authority,
to iflue a proclamation banifhing from their diftrict, « all
< the wicked rabble of antichrift, the pope, fuch as
¢ priefts, monks, friars, together with adulterers and for-
% nicatorsc.” And becaufe the privy-council fufpended
the magiftrates for their infolence, the paffionate hifto-

x Kn_ox, ps 287. ¥ 1bid. p. 284, 285, 287. = Spotfwood, p« 179
% Keith, p» 179, 2 Ibids ps 2024 b Ibid, p. 189,

¢ Ibid, p, 192,

riang
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tiansd of that age have inferred, that the queen was en- g}g\“ﬂ;’l
gaged, by afympathy of manners; to take adulterers and __
fornicators under her protetion. It appears probable, 1561
that the magiftrates were afterwards reinftated in their

office; and that their proclamation was confirmed®.

Bur all the infolerice of the people was inconfiderable
in comparifon of that which was exercifed by the clergy
and the preachers, who took a pride in vilifying, even to
her face, this amiable princefs. The affembly of the
church framed an addrefs, in which, after telling her, that
her mafs was a baftard fervice of God, the fountain of all
impiety, and the fource of every evil which abounded in
the realm; they expreffed their bopes, that fhe would,
ere this time, have preferred truth to her own precon-
ceived opinion, and have renounced her religion, which,
they affured her, was nothing but abomination and vanity.
They faid, that the prefent abufes of government were fo
enormous, that, if a fpeedy remedy were not provided,
God would not fail in his anger to ftrike the head and
the tail, the difobedient prince and finful people. They
required, that fevere punifhment fhould be infli¢ted on
adulterers and fornicators. And they concluded with
demanding for themfelves fome addition both of power
and property f.

THE ringleader in all thefe infults on majefty was John
Knox; who poflefled an uncontrouled .authority in the
church, and even in the civil affairs of the nation, and
who triumphed in the contumelious ufage of his fove-
reign. His ufual appellation for the queen was Jezabel ;
and though fhe endeavoured, by the moft gracious con-
defcenfion, to win his favour, all her infinuations could
gain nothing on his obdurate heart. She promifed him
accefs to her whenever he demanded it; and fhe even

4 Knox, p. 292, Buchan. lib, xvii, ¢. 20, Haynes, vol. i, p. 372+
® Keith, p. 202, f Knox, p. 311, 312,
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ameable in any thing, to
reprehend her freely in private, rather than vilify her in

the pulpit before the whole people : But he plainly told

her, that he had a public miniftry entrufted to him; that
d there hear the

if fhe would come to church, fhe fhoul
gofpel of truth; and that it was not his bufinefs to apply

to every individual, nor bad he leifure for that occupa=

tion%. The political principles of the man, which he

communicated to his brethren, were as full of fedition as

his theological were of rage and bigotry. Though he

once condefcended fo far as to tell the queen, that he

would fubmit to her, in the {ame manner as Paul did to

Nero?; he remained not long in this dutiful ftrain. He

fid to her, that ¢ Samuel feared not to flay Agag, the

< fat and delicate king of Amalek, whom king Saul had

¢ faved: Neither fpared Elias Jezabel’s falfe prophets,

< and Baal’s priefts, though King Ahab was prefent.

¢ Phineas,” added he, ¢ 'was no magiftrate; yet feared
<« he mot to ftrike Cofbie and Zimri in the very ack
< of filthy fornication. And fo, Madam, your grace
<s may fee, that others than chief magiftrates may law-
s¢ fully inflick punifhment on fuch crimes as are con-
s¢: demned by the law of God1.” Knox had formerly,
during the reign of Mary of England, written a book
againft female fucceffion to the crown : The title of it
is, The firfi blaft of the trumpet againft the monfirous regi-
men_of women. He was too proud either to recant the
tenets of this book, or even to apologize for them ; and
his condu& fhewed, that he thought no more civility than
loyalty due to any of the female fex.

Tus whole life of Mary was, from the demeanour of
thefe men, filled with bitternefs and forrow. This ruftic
apoftle fcruples not, in his hiftory, to inform us, that he
once treated her with fuch feverity, that fhe loft all com-

b e g b Tbid, p. 288, i Ibid, ps 326,

mand
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mand of temper, and diflolved in tears before him: thg;{,&ﬁ.
Py I 111,

royal dignity reduced to that condition, he perfevered in 1361

=

his infolent reproofs; and when he relates

this incident,
he difcoyers a vifible pride and fatisfa&ion in his own
conduct*. The pulpits had become mere fcenes of rail-
ing againft the vices of the court; among which were
always noted as the principal, feafting, finery, dancing,
balls, and whoredom, their neceffary attendant!. Some
ornaments, which the ladies at that time wore upon
their petticoats, excited mightily the indignation of the
preachers; and they aflirmed, that {uch vanity would pro-
voke God’s vengeance, not only againft thefe foolith wo-
men, but againft the whole realm .

MaRry, whofe age, condition, and education invited
her to liberty and cheerfulnefs, was curbed in all amufe-
ments, by the abfurd feverity of thefe reformers; and
that
country, from whofe manners the had in her early youth
reccived the firft imprefions”. Her two uncles, the

the found every moment reafon to regret her leavin

duke of Aumale, and the grand prior, with the other
French nobility, foon took leave of her: The marquis
of Elbeuf remained fome time longer; but after his de-
parture, fhe was left to the fociety of her own fubjets;
men unacquainted with the plealures of converfation,
ignorant of arts and civility, and corrupted, beyond their
ufual rufticity, by a difmal fanaticifm, which rendered
them incapable of all humanity or improvement. Though
Mary had made no attempt to reftore the ancient reli-
gion, her popery was a fufficient crime: Though her be-
haviour was hitherto irreproachable, and her manners
{weet and engaging, her gaiety and eafe were interpreted
as figns of diffolute vanity. ~And to the harfh and pre-
k Knox, p. 332, 333 1 fhide p. 322. m Ibid. p. 330.

2 Ibid. p. 294.
E 2 pofterous
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ofterous ufage, which this princefs met with, may, ift
t, be afcribed thofe errors of her fubfequent conduét,
he general tenor of

her charaller.
marquis of Elbeuf, before

Tuere happened to the
ough frivolous,

his departure, an adventure, which, th
might enable him to give Mary’s friends in France a me-
Jancholy idea of her fituation. ‘This nobleman, with
the earl of Bothwel, and fome other young courtiers,
had been engaged, after a debauch, to pay a vifitto a wo-
man called Alifon Craig, who was known to be liberal
of her favours; and becaufe they were denied admittance,
they broke the windows, thruft open the door, and com-
mitted fome diforders, in fearching for the damfel. It
happened,  that the affembly of the church was fitting at
that time, and they immediately took the matter under
their cognizance. In conjunétion with feveral of the
nobility, they prefented an addrefs to the queen, which
was introduced with this awful prelude. ¢ To the queen’s
¢ majefty, and to her fecret and great council, her
¢ grace’s faithful and obedient fubje@s, the profeflors of
¢« Chrift Jefus’s holy evangil, wifh the fpirit of righte-
< ous judgment.” The tenor of the petition was, that
the fear of God, the duty which they owed her grace,
and the terrible threatenings, denounced by God againft
every city or country where horrible crimes were openly
committed, compelled them to demand the fevere punifh-
ment of fuch as had done what in them lay to kindle the
wrath of God againft the whole realm: That the ini-
quity, of which they complained, was fo ‘heinous and
fo horrible, that they fhould efteem themfelves accom-
plices in it, if they had been engaged by worldly fear, or
fervile complaifance, to pafs it over in filence, or bury
it in oblivion: That as they owed her grace obedience
in the adminiftration of juftice, fo were they entitled to
require
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require of her, in return, the ftharp and condign puniﬂl-}g‘f}*(‘l;\“r-
ment of this enormity, which, they repeated it, might ;__,
draw down the vengeance of God on the whole kingdom: 1561,
And that they maintained it to be her duty to lay afide

all private affeCtions towards the actors is fo heinous a
crime, and fo enormous a villany, and without delay

bring them to a trial, and infli& the fevereft penalties upon

them. The queen gave a gracious reception to this per-
emptory addrefs; but becaufe {he probably thought, that
breaking the windows of a brothel merited not {fuch fe-

vere reprehenfion, fhe only replied, that her uncle was a
ftranger, and that he was attended by a young company :

But fhe would put fuch order to him and to all others,

that her fubje@s fhould henceforth have no reafon to
complain, Her pafling over this incident fo {lightly was

the fource of great difcontent, and was regarded as a

proof of the moft. profligate manners°. It is not to

be omitted, that Alifon Craig, the caufe of all the up-

roar, was known to entertain a commerce with the

earl of Arran, who, on account of his great zeal for

the reformation, was, without fcruple, indulged in that
enormity P,

SoME of the populace of Edinburgh broke into the
queen’s chapel during her abfence, and committed out-
rages; for which two of them were indicted, and it was
intended to bring them to a trial. Knox wrote circular
letters to the moft confiderable zealots of the party, and
charged them to appear in town, and proteét their bre-
thren. ‘The holy facraments, he there faid, are abufed by
profane papifts; the mafs has been faid; and in wor-
fhipping that idol, the priefts have omitted no ceremony,
not even the conjuring of their accurfed water, that had
ever been pradtifed in the time of the greateft blindnefs.
Thefe violent meafures for oppofing juftice were little

» Knox, p. 302, 303, 304, Keith, p. 5o9. P Knox, Ibid.

E 3 fhort
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and Knox was fummoned before
T he courage of
He fcrupled not
papifts, who had

| to anfwer for his offence.
the man was equal to his infolence.
to tell the queen, that the peftilent
inflamed her againft thefe holy men, were the fons of
the devil; and muft therefore obey the dire&ions of their
father, who had been a liar and a manflayer from the

eginning. The matter ended with the full acquittal
of Knox9. . Randolf, the Englifh ambaflador in Scot-
land, had reafon to write to Cecil, fpeaking of the
Scottith nation: ¢ I think marveloufly of the wifdom
¢« of God, that gave this unruly, ~inconftant, and
¢ cumberfome people na more power nor fubftance: For
¢ they. would otherwife run wild =.”?

W E have related thefe incidents at greater 1ength, than
the neceffity of our fubjeét may feem to require: But
even trivial circumftances, which fhow the manners of
the age, are often more inftruétive, as well as entertain-
ing

&9
=

which are nearly fimilar in all periods and in all countries

than the great tranfactions of wars and negociations,

of the world

TuE ieformed clergy in Scotland had, at that time,
a very natural ieafon for their ill-humour, namely, the
poverty or rather beggary, to which they were reduced.
T'he nobility and gentry had at firft laid their hands on
all the property of the regular clergy, without making
any povifion for the friars and nuns, whom they turned
out of their poffefions. The fecular clergy of the ca-
tholic communion, though they loft all ecclefiaftical ju-
rifdiction, fhill held fome of the temporalities of their be-
nefices; and either became laymen themfelves, and con-
verted them into private property, or made conveyance
of them at low prices to the nobility, who thus enriched
themfclves by the plunder of the church. The new

q Knox, p. 336, 342+ r Keith, p. 202,
’ teachers
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teachers had hitherto fubfifted chiefly by the voluntary
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oblations of the faithful; and in a poor country, di- ;

vided in religious fentiments, this eftablifhment was
regarded as very fcanty and very precarious. Repeated
applications were made for a legal fettlement to the
preachers ; and though almoft every thing in the king-
dom was governed by their zeal and caprice, it was with
difficulty that their requeft was at laft complied with.
The fanatical fpirit which they indulged, and their in-
duftry in decrying the principles and pralices of the
Romith communion, which placed fuch merit in enrich-
ing the clergy, proved now a very {fenfible obftacle to
their acquifitions. ‘The convention, however, pafled a
vote 3, by which they divided all the ecclefiaftical bene-
fices into twenty-one fhares: They afligned fourteen to
the ancient poffeflors : Of the remaining feven they
granted threc to the crown and if that were found to
anfwer the public expences, they beftowed the overplus
on the reformed minifters. The gqueen was empowered
to levy all the feven ; and it was ordained, that fhe thould
afterwards pay to the clergy what thould be judged to
fuffice for their maintenance., The neceflities of the
crown, the rapacity of the courtiers, and the fmall af-
feCtion which Mary bore to the proteftant ecclefiaftics,
rendered their revenues contemptible as well as uncertain
and the preachers, finding that they could not rival the
gentry, or even the middling rank of men, in opulence
and plenty, were neceffitated to betake themfelves to other
expedients for fupporting their authority., They affected
a furious zeal for religion, morofe manners, a vulgar and
familiar, yet myfterious cant; and though the libe-
rality of fubfequent princes put them afterwards on a
better footing with regard to revenue, and thereby cor-

s Knox, p. 296, Keith, ps 210,

E 4 rected

1561,




HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

C H A P. reQed in fome degree thofe bad habits ; it muft be con=

s A e A S

fefled, that, while many other advantages attend pref=
byterian government, thefe inconveniencies are mnot
eafily feparated from the genius of that ecclefiaftical
polity.

THE queen of Scots, deftitute of all force, poflefling
4 Narrow revenue, furrounded with a fa&tious turbulent
nobility, a bigotted people, and infolent ecclefiaftics, foon
found, that her only expedient for maintaining tranquil-
lity was to preferve a good correfpondence with * Eliza-
beth, who, by former connexions and fervices, had ac-
quired fuch authority over all thefe ranks of men. Soon
~ after her arrival in Scotland, fecretary Lidington was
fent to London, in order to pay her compliments to the
queen, and exprefs her defire of friendfhip and a good
correfpondence ; and he received a commiffion from her,
as well as from the nobility of Scotland, to demand, as
a means of cementing this friendfhip, that Mary thould,
by a& of parliament or by proclamation (for the differ-
ence between thefe fecurities was not then deemed very
confiderable) be declared fucceffor to the crown. No
requeft could be more unreaionable, or made at a more
iinproper junéure, The queen replied, that Mary had
once difcovered her intention not to wait for the fuccef-
fion, but had openly, without ceremony or referve, af-
fumed the title of queen of England, and had pretended
2 fuperior right to her throne and kingdom: That
though her ambafladors, and thofe of ber hufband, the
French king, had figned a treaty, in which they re-
nounced that claim, and promifed fatisfaCtion for fo
great an indignity, fhe was fo intoxicated with this ima-
ginary right, that fhe had rejeted the moft earneft Tolin
¢itations, and even, as fome endeavoured to perfuade

t Jebb, vol. ii, p. 456,
her,
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her, had incurred fome danger in ¢roffing the feas, ra-C H A P,
ther than ratify that equitable treaty : T'hat her partizans gﬁ‘:ﬂ')
every where had ftill the aflurance to infift on her title, 161
and had prefumed to talk of her own birth as illepi-
timate: That while affairs were on thi r’ootin;r;
while a claim thus openly made, fo far from being
openly renounced, was only fufpended till a more fa-
vourable opportunity, it would in her be the moft egre-
gious imprudence to fortify the hands of a pretender to
her ecrown, by declaring her the fucceffor: That no ex-
pedient could be worfe imagined for cementing friendfhip
than fuch a declaration ; and kings were often found to
bear no good will to their fucceflors, even though their
own children ; much more when the connexion was lefs
intimate, and- when fuch caufe of difguft and jealoufy
had already been given, and indeed was ftill continued,
on the part of Mary: That though fhe was willing,
from the amity which fhe bore her kinfwoman, to afcribe
her former pretenfions to the advice of others, by whofe
direction fhe was then governed ; her prefent refufal to
relinquifh them could proceed only from her own prepof-
feflions, and was a proof that .the ftill harboured fome
dangerous defigns againft her : That it was the nature of
all men to be difgufted with the prefent, to entertain
flattering views of futurity, to think their fervices ill
rewarded, to expet a better recompence from the fuc-
ceflor ; and the fhould efteem herfelf {carcely half a fove-
reign over the Englith, if they faw her declare her heir,
and arm her rival with authority againft her own repofe
and fafety : That the knew the inconftant nature of the
people; the was acquainted with the prefent divifions in
religion; fhe was not ignorant, that the fame party,
which expe@ed greater favour during the reign of Mary,
did alfo imagine, that the title of that princefs was fu-
perior
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That for her part, whatever claimg
ere advanced, fhe was determined to live and die queen
and after her death, it was the bufinefs of
ho had the beft pretenfions, either by
the laws or by right of blood, to the fucceflion : That
fhe hoped the claim of the queen of Scots would then be
found folid ; and confidering the injury, which fhe herfelf
had received, it was fufficient indulgence, if fhe pro-
to do nothing which might, in

of England ;
others to examine W

mifed, in the mean time,
any refpect, weaken or invalidate it: And that Mary, if
her title were really preferable, a point, which, for her
own part, fhe had never enquired into, poflefled all ad-
vantages above her rivals ; who, deftitute both of prefent
power, and of all fupport by friends, would only expofe
themfelves to inevitable ruin, by advancing any weak, or
even doubtful pretenfions .

Tussk views of the queen were fo prudent and judi-
cious, that there was no likelihood of her ever departing
from them : But that fhe might put the matter to a fuller
proof, fhe offered to explain the words of the treaty of
Edinburgh, fo as to leave no fufpicion of their excluding
Mary’s right of fucceflion ¥ ; and in this form, fhe again
required her to ratify that treaty. Matters at laft came
to this iflue, that Mary agreed to the propofal, and of-
ferred to renounce all prefent pretenfions to the crown of
England, provided Elizabeth would agree to declare her
the fucceffor *. But fuch was the jealous character of
this latter princefs, that fhe never would confent to
ftrengthen the intereft and authority of any claimant, by
fixing the fucceffion ; much lels would fhe make this
conceffion in favour of a rival queen, who poffefled fuch
plaufible pretenfions for the prefent, and who, though

= Buchanan, lib. xvii. c.14—17. Camden, p. 385. Spotfwood,
p. 380, 131, w Ibid, p, 281, x Haynes, vol. i, p- 377¢
fhe
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fhe might verbally renounce them, could eafily refume C H A P.
2 ~ : XXVIli.

her claim on the firft opportunity. Mary’s propofal,

however, bore {o fpecious an appearance of equity and 7565

juftice, that Elizabeth, fenfible that reafon would, by

fuperficial thinkers, be deemed to lie entirely on that ﬁdk;,

made no more mention of the matter ; and though farther

conceflions were never made by either princefs, they put

on all the appearances of a cordial reconciliation and

friendthip with each other.

THE queen obferved, that, even without her interpos Wife go-
fition, Mary was fufficiently deprefled by the ‘mutinous }_j;?tf?}:cf
fpirit of her own fubjecls ; and inftead of giving Scot-
land, for the prefent, any inquietude or difturbance,
fhe employed herfelf,’ more ufefully and laudably, in re-
gulating the affairs of her own kingdom, and promoting
the happinefs of her people. She made fome progrefs in
paying thofe great debts which lay upon the crown ; fhe
regulated the coin, which had been much debafed by her
predeceflors ; fhe furnifhed her arfenals with great quan-
tities of arms from Germany and other places ; engaged
her nobility and gentry to imitate her example in this
particular 3 introduced into the kingdom the art of ma-
king gun-powder and brafs cannon; fortified her fron-
tiers on the fide of Scotland ; made frequent reviews of
the militia; encouraged agriculture by allowing a free
exportation of corn; promoted trade and navigation;
and fo much encreafed the thipping of her kingdom, both
by building veflels of force herfelf, and fuggefting like
undertakings to the merchants, that the was juftly ftiled
the reftorer of naval glory, and the queen of the northern
feas *. The natural frugality of her temper, fo far from
incapacitating her from thefe greatenterprizes, only enabled
her to execute them with greater certainty and fuccefs;

and all the world faw in her condué the happy effeéts

y Camden, p. 338, Strype, vol. i, p. 230, 336, 337. £
0
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d well concerted

of a vigorous perfeverance in judicious an
projects.

It is eafy to imagine, that fo great a princefs, who
h fingular felicity and renown, would receive
e from every one, that had any like=
lihood of fucceeding ; and though fhe had made fome
public declarations in favour of a fingle life, few be-
lieved, that fhe would perfevere for ever in that refolu=
tion. The archduke Charles, fecand fon of the empe-
ror %, as well as Cafimir, fon of the elector Palatine,
made applications to her ; and as this latter prince pros
fefled the reformed religion, he thought himfelf, on that
account, better entitled to fucceed in his addrefles,
Eric, king of Sweden, and Adolph, duke of Holftein,
were encouraged by the fame views to become fuitors:
And the earl of Arran, heir to the crown of Scotland,
was, by the ftates of that kingdom, recommended to her
as a {uitable marriage. Even fome of her own fubjelts,
though they did not openly declare their pretenfions, en-
tertained hopes of fuccefs. The earl of Arundel, 3
perfon declining in years, but defcended from an ancient
and noble family, as well as poffeffed of great riches,
flattered himfelf with this profpect; as did alfo Sir Wil-
liam Pickering, a man much efteemed for his perfonal_
merit. But the perfon moft likely to fucceed, was 2
younger fon of the late duke of Northumberland, lord
Robert Dudley, who, by means of his exterior qualities,
joined to addrefs and flattery, had become, in a man-
ner, her declared favourite, and had great influence in
all her counfels. The lefs worthy he appeared of this
diftin&ion, the more was his great favour afcribed to
fome violent affeQion, which could thus feduce the
‘judgment of this penctrating princefs; and men long

enjoyed fuc
propofals of marriag

% Haynes, vol, i. ps 233

expedted,
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expefted, that he would obtain the preference above foC H A P.
many princes and monarchs. But the queen gave allm\.i‘,'_]:
thefe fuitors a gentle refufal, which ftill encouraged their 1561
purfuit; and fhe thought, that fhe fhould the better at-
tach them to her interefts, if they were ftill allowed to
entertain hopes of fucceeding in their pretenfions. It is
allo probable, that this policy was not entirely free from
a mixture of female coquetry; and that, though fhe
was determined in her own mind never to fhare her
power with any man, fthe was not difpleafed with the
courtfhip, folicitation, and profeffions of love, which the
defire of acquiring fo valuable a prize procured her from
all quarters,

WHAT is moft fingular in the condu& and charater
of Elizabeth, is, that, though the determined never to
have any heir of her own body, fhe was not only very averfe
to fix any fucceflor to the crown ; but feems alfo to have
refolved, as far as it lay in her power, that no one, who
had pretenfions to the fucceffion, fhould ever have any
heirs or fucceflors.. If the exclufion given by the will
of Henry VIII, to the pofterity of Margaret, queen of
Scotland, was allowed to be valid, the right to the crown
devolved on the houfe of Suffolk ; and the lady Catharine
Gray, younger fifter to the lady Jane, was now the heir
of that family, This lady had been married to lord Her~
bert, fon of the earl of Pembroke ; but having been di-
vorced from that nobleman, fhe had made a private may-
riage with the earl of Hertford, fon of the protector ; and
her hufband, foon after confummation, travelled into
France, In a little time fhe appeared to be pregnant,
which fo enraged Elizabeth, that the threw her into the
Tower, and fummoned Hertford to appear, in order to
anfwer for his mifdemeanor, He made no fcruple of ac-
knowledging the marriage, which, though concluded
without the queen’s confent, was entirely fuitable to both

6 parties ;
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was alfo committed to

the Tower. Elizabeth’s feverity ftopped not here: She
ifTued a commiflion to enquire into the matter; and as
Hertford could not, within the time limited, prove the
nuptials by witnefles, the commerce between him and his
confort was declared unlawful, and their pofterity ille-
gitimate. They were {till detained in cuftody ; butby
bribing their keepers, they found means to have farther
1 another child appeared to be- the fruit of
This was a frefh fource of vexationto
f fifteen thoufand pounds

intercourfe; and
their commerce.
the queen ; who made a fine o
be fet on Hertford by the {tar-chamber, and ordered his
confinement to be thenceforth more rigid and fevere. He
lay in this condition for nine years, till the death of his
wife, by fiecing Elizabeth from all fears, procured him his
liberty ®. This extreme feverity muft be accounted for,
either by the unrelenting jealoufy of the queen, who was
afraid left a pretender to the fucceffion fhould acquire
credit by having iflue ; or by her malignity, which, with
Il her great qualities, made one ingredient in her cha-
ra&er, and which led her to envy in others thofe natural
pleafures of love and pofterity, of which her own ambi-
tion and defire of dominion made her renounce all pros
fpeét for herfelf. .
THERE happened, about this time, fome other events
in the royal family, where the queen’s conduct was more
Jaudable. Arthur Pole, and his brother, nephews to the
late cardinal, and defcended from the duke of .Clarence,
together with Anthony Fortefcue, who had married a
fifter of thefe gentlemen, and fome other perfons, were
brought to their trial for intending to withdraw into
France, with a view of foliciting fuccours from the duke
of Guife, of returning thence into Wales, and of pro-
claiming Mary queen of England, and Arthur Pole duke
a Haynes, vol. i, p. 369, 373, 396. Camden, p, 389. Heylin, p. 154+
o
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of Clarence. They confefled the indiétment, but affert-C H 4 P,
3 fet . XXXVIIL

hefe proje&ts during ]

the queen’s life-time: They had only deemed fuch pre- 1561

cautions requifite in cafe of her demife, which, fome pre-

tenders to judicial aftrology had aflured them, they might

with certainty look for before the year expired. They

were condemned by the jury ; but received a pardon from

the ‘queen’s clemency °.

ed, that they never meant to execute t

b Strype, vol. i, p. 333, Heylin, p. 1354,
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CHAP, AFTER the commencement of the religious wars
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Wi sl in France, which rendered that flourifthing king=

Smésffz. dom, during the courfe of near forty years, a fcene of

Europe,  horror and devaftation, the great rival powers in Europe
were Spain and England ; and it was not long before an
animofity, firft political, then perfonal, broke out between
the fovercigns of thefe countries.

Parvip II. of Spain, though he reached not any en*
larged views of policy, was endowed with great induftry
and fagacity, a remarkable caution in his enterprizes, an
unufual forefight in all his meafures; and as he was ever
cool and feemingly unmoved by paffion, and poffeffed
neither talents nor inclination for war, both-his fubjeéts
and his neighbours had reafon to expect juftice, happinefs;
and tranquillity, from his adminiftration. But prejudices
had on him as pernicious effets as ever paffion had on
any other monarch ; and the {pirit of bigotry and tyran=
ny, by which he was actuated, with the fraudulent max-

ims
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ims which governed his counfels, excited the moft vio- (‘\ Ladle e
g XXEX.

lent agitation among his own people, (‘(‘."’:T"Ld him in (e Ty

[

a&@s of the moft enormous cruelty, and threw all Europe 1562
into combuition.
ArTeRr Philip had concluded peace at Cateau-Cam-

brefis, and had remained fome time in the Nuhu‘l:ms,

in order to fettle the affairs of that country, he emb
for Spain; and as the gravity of that nation, with t'n::ir
refpe@ful obedience to their prince, had appeared more
agreeable to his humour, than the homely familiar man-
ners, and the pertinacious liberty of the r[cx“inns’ it
was expected, that he would for the future refide alto-
gether at Madrid, and would govern z2ll his extenfive
dominions by Spanifh lﬂlhlﬂ’C!S and Spanifh counfe
Having met with a violent tempeft on his voyage, he no
fooner arrived in harbour, than he fell on his knees; and
after giving thanks for his deliverance, he vowed, that
his life, which was thus providentially faved, fhould thence-
forth be entirely devoted to the extirpation of herefy*©.
His fubfequent condu correfponded - to thefe profeffions.
Finding that the new do&rines had penetrated into Spain,
he let loofe the rage of perfecution againit all who pro-
fefled them, or were fufpelted of adhering to them; and
by his violence he gave new edge, even to the ufual cru-
elty of priefts and inquifitors. He threw into’ prifon
Conftantine Ponce, who had been confefior to his father,
the emperor Charles; who had attended him during his
retreat; and in whofe arms that great monarch had ter-
minated his life: And after this ecclefiaftic died in con-
finement, he ftill ordered him to be tried and condemned
for herefy, and his ftatue to be committed to the flames.
He even deliberated, whether he fhould not exercife like
feverity againft the memory of his father, who was fuf-
pe&ed, during his later years, to have indulged 2 pro-

€ Thuagus, lib, xxiil, cap. 144

Vor. V, i penfity




(a0

C

6

HAP
LIS

<

XX

R _ing zeal for ort

1562,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

- penfity towards the Lutheran principles: In his unrelent«
hodoxy, he fpared neither age, fex, nor
condition: He was prefent, with an inflexible countes
nance, at the moft barbarous executions: He iffued rigos
tous otders, for the profecution of heretics, in Spain,
Italy, the Indies, and the Low Countries: And having
founded his determined tyranny on maxims of civil po-
licy, as well as on principles of religion, he made it ap.
parent to all his fubjels, that there was no method, ex-
cept the moft entire compliance, or moft obftinate re-
fiftance, to efcape or elude the feverity of his vengeance,
Durine that extreme animofity, which prevailed be=
tween the adherents of the oppofite religions, the eivil
magiftrate, who found it dificult, if not impoffible, for
the fame laws to govern fuch enraged adverfaries, was
naturally led, by fpecious rules of prudence, in embracing
one party, to declare war againft the other, and to exter-
minate, by fire and fword, thofe bigots, who, from ab-
horrence of his religion, had proceeded to an oppofition
of his power, and to a hatred of his perfon, If any
prince pofleffed fuch enlarged views as. to forefee, thata <
mutual toleration would in time abate the fury of reli-
gious prejudices, he yet met with difficulties in reducing
this principle to practice; and might deem the malady
too violent to await a remedy, which, though certain,
But Philip,
though a profound hypocrite, and extremely governed by
felf-intereft, feems alfo to have been himfelf atuated by
an imperious bigotry; and as he employed great reflection
in all his condu&, he could eafily palliate the gratifica-
tion of his natural temper under the colour of wifdom,
and find in this fyftem no lefs advantage to his foreign
than his domeftic politics. By placing himfelf at the
head of the catholic party, he converted the zealots of
the ancient faith into partizans of Spanifh greatriefs; and

by

muft neceflarily be flow in its operation.
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by employing the powerful allurement of religion, he [e-CH AP,

. 3 XXXIX,
duced every where the fubjeéts from that allegiance
which they owed to their native {overeign. 1562,

THaE courfe of events, guiding and concurring with
p B S o <)
choice, had placed Elizabeth in a fituation dia

metrically
oppofite; and had raifed her to be the glory, the bulwark,
and the fupport of the numerous, though ftill perfecute
proteftants, throughout Europe. More moderate in her
temper than Philip, fhe found, with pleafure, that the
principles of her fe¢t required not fuch extreme feverity
in her domeftic governmeént, as was exercifed. by that
monarch; and having no object but felf-prefervation, fhe
united her interefts in all foreign negociations with thofe
who were every where ftruggling under oppreffion, and
guarding themf(elves againft ruin and extermination, The
more virtuous fovereign was thus happily thrown into the
more favourable caufe; and fortune, in this inftance, con»
curred with policy and nature.

During the life-time of Henry II. of France, and of
his fucceflor, the force of thefe principles was fomewhat
reftrained, though not altogether overcome, by motives
of a fuperior intereft; and the dread of uniting Eng-
land with the French monarchy, engaged Philip to main-
tain a good correfpondence with Elizabeth. Yet even
during this period he rejected the garter which fhe fent
him; he refufed to gratify the ancient league between the
houfe of Burgundy and England?; he furnifhed fhips to
tranfport French forces into Scotland; he endeavoured
to intercept the ear]l of Arran, who was haftening to jein
the malcontents in that country; and the queen’s wifeit
minifters ftill regarded his friendfhip as hollow and pre-

Pis

carious ¢, But no fooner did the death of Francis II.

d Digges’s Complete Ambaflador, p. 369, Haynes, p

. §35.  Strype,
vol, iv. N°o 246. ¢ Haynes, vol, i, p, 280, 281, 28
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put an end to Philip’s apprehenfions with regard to
’s {ucceflion, than his animofity againft Elizabeth

began more openly to appears; and the interefts of Spain

and thofe of England were found oppofite in every nego=
ciation and tranfaction.

THE two great mon
and Spain, being poffefled of near
agonifts ; and England, from its power and

archies of the continent, France
ly equal force, were

naturally ant
fituation, was intitled to fupport its own dignity, as well
as tranquillity, by holding the balance between them,
Whatever incident, therefore, tended too much to de-

prefs one of thefe rival powers, as it left the other with=

out controul, might be deemed contrary to the interefls

of England: Yet fo much were thefe great maxims of

policy over-ruled, during that age, by the difputes of

theology, that Philip found an advantage in fupporting

the eftablithed government and religion of France; and

Elizabeth in prote&ing faction and innovation.

The queen-regent of France, when reinftated in au-
thority by the death of her fon, Francis, had formed a
Jlan of adminiftration more fubtle than jadicious; and
balancing the catholics with the hugonots, the duke of
Guife with the prince of Condé, fhe endeavoured to ren=
der herfelf neceffary to both, and to cftablith her own
dominion on their conftrained obediencef. “But the equal
counterpoife of power, which, among foreign nations, is
the fource of tranquillity, proves always the ground of
quarrel between domeftic factions; and if the animofity
of religion concur with the frequent occafions, which
prefent themfelves, of mutual injury, it is impofiible,
during any time, to preferve a firm concord in fo delicate
a fituation. The conftable, Montmorency, moved by
zeal for the ancient faith, joined himfelf to the duke of
Guife: The king of Navarre, from his incenftant teni=

£ Davila, lib, iiy
per;
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per, and his jealoufy of the fuperior genius of his bro- CH A P,
SR 2 ek, XXX

ther, embraced the fame party: And Catherine, finding mz

herfelf deprefled by this combination, had recourfe to 1563,

Condé and the hugonots, who gladly embraced the op-

portunity of fortifying the emfelves by her countenance and
proteftion 8. An e« 1i&t had been publithed, | Att‘,n; a

toleration to the proteftants ; but the interefted violence
of the duke of Guife, covered with the pretence of reli-
gious zeal, broke through this agreement;

o Sy

and the two
parties, after the fallacious tranquillity of a moment, re-
newed their mutual infults and injuries. Conde, Colig-

ni, Andelot, affembled their friends, and flew to arms:

Guife and Montmorency got pol fleffion of the king’s per=
fon, and conftrained the queen-regent to embrace their
party : Fourteen armies were levied and put in motion in
different parts of France®: each province, each city,
each family, was agitated with inteftine rage and animo-
fity. ‘The father was divided againft the fon ; brother
againft brother ; and women themfelves, facrificing their
humanity as well as their timidity to the religious fury,
diftinguifhed themfelves by aéls of ferocity and valour?,

Wherever the hugonots prevailed, the images were broken,

the altars pillaged, the ¢ churches demolifthed, the monafte-

ries confumed 'mth fire : Where fuccefs attended the ca-

tholics, they burned the bil bles, re-baptized the infants
1l > ] + afe - g B

conftrained married perfons to pafs anew through the nup-

¢
t
tial ceremony : And plunder, defolation, and bloodfhed

attended equally the triumph of both p.’ﬁrli'\\;. The parlia-

ment.of Paris itfclf, the feat of law and juflice, infiead of
employing its :mthom) to ummoic thefe fatal llfl'n'l'«,]»‘
publifhed an edi¢t, by which .it put the {word into the

hands of the enraged multitude, and empow ered the ca=

o7

tholics every where to maflacre the hugonots™® : And

g Davila, lib, iif. h Father Paul, 1ib. viia +

& hid Javnes
k Ibid, Haynes, p. 39%
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C H A P. was during this period, when men began to be fome\.;vhat;
‘x_xxm. ,enlightened, and in this nation, renowned for polifhed
1562. manners, that the theological rage, which had long been
boiling in men’s veins, feems tohave attained its laft ftage

of virulence and ferocity.

PuiLip, jealous of the progrefs which the hugonots
made in France, and dreading that the contagicn would
fpread into the Low Country provinces, had formed a fe-
cret alliance with the princes of Guife, and had entered
:nto a mutual concert for the protection of the ancient
faith, and the fuppreffion of herefy. He now fent fix
thoufand men, with fome {upply of money, to-reinforce
the cathalic party; and the prince of Condé, finding him-
felf unequal to fo great a combination, countenanced by
the royal authority, was obliged to difpatch the Vidame
of Chartres and Brieguemaut to London, in order to crave
the affiftance and protection of Elizabeth. Moft of the
province of Normandy was pofleffed by the hugonots:
And Condé offered to put Havre de Grace into the hands

‘ ‘2 of the Englith ; on condition, that, together with three
't‘u‘Er:;{;: thoufand men for the garrifon of that place, the queen

fhould likewife fend over three thoufand to defend Dieppe
and Rouen, and fhould furnifh the prince with a fupply

of a hundred thoufand crowns'.

Havre de

ELizABETH, befides the general and effential intereft
of fupporting the proteftants, and oppofing the rapid
progrefs of her enemy the duke of Guife, had other
motives which engaged her to accept of this propofals

. ... When fhe concluded the peacé at Cateau-Cambrefis,
“*"* fhe had good reafon to forefee, that France never would
voluntarily fulfil the articlé, which regarded the reftitu-

tion of Calais; and many fubfequent incidents had tended
Confiderable fums of money

| been expended on the fortifications ; long leafes had

> confirm this fufpicion.

1 Forbes, vol, iic p. 48, -

been
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been granted of the lands; and many inhabitants hadC H A P.
: ; XERIX,

been encouraged to build and fettle there, by aflurances — —
that Calais fhould never be reftored to the Englith™. The 1563
queen, therefore, wifely concluded, that, could fhe get
poflefion of Havre, a place, which commanded the mouth
of the Seine, and was of greater importance than Calais,
fhe fhould eafily conftrain the French to execute the
treaty, and fhould have the glory of reftoring to the
crown that ancient pofleffion, fo much the favourite of
the nation,

No meafure could be more generally odious in France,
than the conclufion of this treaty with Elizabeth, Men
were naturally led to compare the condu& of Guife,
who had finally expelled the Englith, and had debarred
thefe dangerous and deftructive enemies from all accefs
into France, with the treafonable politics of Condé, who
had again granted them an entrance into the heart of the
kingdom. The prince had the more reafon to repent of
this meafure, as he reaped not from it all the advan-
tage which he expe&ed. Three thoufand Engl [{h im-
mediately took pofleflion of Havre and Dieppe, under the
command of Sir Edward Poinings; but the latter place
was found fo little capable of defence, that it was im-
mediately abandoned”. The fiege of Rouen was al-
ready formed by the catholics, under the command of the
king of Navarre and Montmorency ; and it was with
difficulty that Poinings could throw a {mall reinforcement
into the place. Though thefe Eng 1ith tl(,\)pb behaved
with gallantry °, and though the 1\.115 of Navarre was
mortally wounded during the ﬁtge; the catholics {till
comi;\.xrzxi the attack of the place, and carrying it at lalt
by aflault, put the whole garrifon to the fword.

carl of Warwic, eldeft 10:1 of the E.rL: duke of North=

@ Forbes, po 54+ 2570 n Ibid. vol.1i, p. 399, © Ibid. p. 161,
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‘oo — of three thoufand Englith, and fook on him the command

1562.
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of the place.

It was expe&ed, that the French catholics, fluthed
with their fuccefs at Rouen, would immediately have
formed the fiege of Havre, which was not as yet in any
condition of defence; but the inteftine diforders of the
kingdom foon diverted their attention to another enter=
prife. Andelot, feconded by the negociations of Eliza-
beth, had levied a confiderable body of proteftants in Ger-

1any ; and having arrived at Orleans, the feat of the
hugonots’ power, he enabled the prince of Condé and
the admiral to take the ficld, and oppofe the progrefs of
their enemies. After threatening Paris during fome time,
they took their march towards Normandy, with a view
of engaging the Englith to at in conjunction with
them, and of fortifying themfelves by the farther affift-
ance, which they expected from the zeal and vigour of

Elizabeth . The catholics, commanded by the con-
ftable, and under him by the duke of Guife, followed on
their rear; and overtaking them at Dreux, obliged them
to give battle. The field was fought with great obfti-
nacy on both fides: And the ation was diftinguifhed by
this fingular event, that Condé and Montmorency, the
commanders of the oppofite armies, fell both of them
prifoners into the hands of their enemies, The appear=
ances of victory remained with Guife; but the admiral,
whofe fate it ever was to be defeated, and flill to rife
more terrible after his misfortunes, colleted the remains
of the army; and infpiring his own unconquerable cou-
rage and conftancy into every breaft, kept them in a body,
and fubdued fome confiderable places in Normandy. Eli-
zabeth, the better to fupport his caufe, fent him a new
fupply of a hundred thoufand crowns; and offered, if

» Forbes, p. 320, Dayila, lib, iii.

he
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he could find merchants to lend him the money, to give C H A P,
her bond for another fum of equal amount 9. \__.N-.__J
‘THE expences, incurred by aflifting the French hugo-

nots, had emptied the queen’s exchequer; and in ordera p.

to obtain fupply, fthe found herfelf under a neceflity of ™""
fummoning a parliament: An expedient, to which fhe
never willingly had recourfe. A little befor:

ing of this aflembly, fhe had fallen into a dangerous ill-

nefs, the fmall-pox ; and as her life, during fv"w time,
was defpaired of, the people became the more fenfible of
their perilous fituation, derived from the uncertainty,
which, in cafe of her demife, attended the fucceflion of
the crown. The partizans of the queen of Scots, and
thofe of the houfe of Suffolk, already divided the nation
into fa&tions; and every one forefaw, that, though it
might be pofiible at prefent to determine the controver(y
by law, yet, if the throne were vacant, nothing but the
fword would be able tq fix a fucceflor. The commons,
therefore, on the opening of the feffion, voted an addrefs
to the queen; in which, after enumerating the dangers
attending a broken and doubtful fucceflion, and men-
tioning the evils which their fathers had experienced
from the contending titles of York and Lancafter,
they entreated the queen to put an end to their apprehen-
fions, by choofing fome hufband, whom, they promifed,
whoever he were, gratefully to reccive, and L.uhﬁuly to
ferve, honour, and obey : Or if fhe had entertained any
relué@ance to the married ftate, they defired, that the
lawful fucceffor might be named, at lealt appointed, by
a& of parliament. They remarked, that, during all the
reigns which had pafled fince the conqueft, the nation
had never before been fo unhnp!)\', as not to know the
perfon, who, in cafe of the fovereign’s death, was legally

g Forbes, vol, il ps 322. 347 -
entitled
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ngxl?x‘-)' entitled to fill the vacant throne. And th_ey 'obfcr.v.ed,
‘e — that the fixed order, which took place in inheriting
1563. the French monarchy, was one chief fource of the
ufual tranquillity, as well as of the happinefs, of that
kingdom .

Turs {ubjedt, though extremely
tion, was very little agreeable to th
fenfible, that great difficulties wo
fion. A declaration in favour of the queen of Scots
would form a fettlement perfectly legal 5 becaufe that
princefs was commonly allowed to poflefs the right of
blood ; and the exclufion given by Henry’s will, deriving
its weight chiefly from an a& of parliament, would lofe
all authority, whenever the queen and parliament had
made a new fettlement, and reftored the Scottifh line to
its place in the fucceffion. But fhe dreaded giving en-
couragement to the catholics, her fecret enemies, by this
declaration. She was fenfible that every heir was, in
fome degree, a rival; much more one wha enjoyed a
claim for the prefent pofleffion of the crown, and who
had already advanced, in a very open manner, thefe dan-
gerous pretenfions. The great power of Mary, both
from the favour of the catholic princes, and her connecs
tions with the houfe of Guife, not to mention the force
and fituation of Scotland, was well known to her ; and
fhe faw no fecurity, that this princefs, if fortified by a
fure profpec of fucceflion, would not revive claims, which
fhe could never yet be prevailed on formally to relinquifhs
On the other hand, the title of the houfe of Suffolk was
fupported by the more zealous proteftants only ; and it
was very doubtful, whether even a parliamentary decla«
yation in its favour would beftow on it fuch validity as ta
give fatisfation to the people. = The republican part of
the conflitution had not' yet acquired {uch an afcens

interefting to the na-
e queen ; and fhe was
uld attend every deci=

r Sir Simon D’Ewes’s Journ, p. 81,
dang
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dant as to controul, in any degree, the ideas of heredi- CH A P,

XXXIX.

tary right; and as the legality of Henry’s will was ftill \__ﬂ,___J

difputed, though founded on the utmoft authority which
a parliament could confer ; who could be aflured, that
a more recent act would be acknowledged to have greater
yalidity? In the frequent revolutions, which had of
late taken place, the right of blood had ftill prevailed
over religious prejudices ; and the nation had ever thewn
itfelf difpofed rather to change its faith than the order
of fucceflion. Even many proteftants declared them-
felves in favour of Mary’s claim of inheritance s; and
nothing would occafion more general difguft, than to
fee the queen, openly and without referve, take part
againft it. 'The Scottifh princefs alfo, finding herfelf in-
jured in fo fenfible a point, would thenceforth act as a
declared enemy; and uniting together her foreign and
domeftic friends, the partizans of her prefent title and of
her eventual fucceffion, would foon bring matters to ex-
tremities again(t the prefent eftablithment, The queen,
weighing all thefe inconveniencies, which were great and
urgent, was determined to keep both parties in awe, by

maintaining ftill an ambiguous conduét ; and fhe rather -

chofe, that the people fhould run the hazard of contin-
gent events, than that fhe herfelf fhould vifibly endanger
her throne, by employing expedients, which, at beft
would not beftow entire fecurity on the nation. She
gave, therefore, an evafive anfwer to the applications of
the commons ; and when the houfe, at the end of the
feflion, defired, by the mouth of their fpeaker, farther
fatisfaction on that head, fhe could not be prevailed on
to make her reply more explicit. She only told them,
contrary to her declarations in the beginning of her reign,
that fhe had fixed no abfolute refolution againft marriage ;
and dhe added, that the difficulties, attending the queftion,

s Keith, p. 32%:

1563
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i aw tented, for the fake of her people,
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that fhe would be con=
to remain fome time
longer in this vale of milery ; and never fhould depart
life with fatisfa&tion, till fie had laid fome folid founda-
tion for their future fecurity "
TuEe moft remarkable liw pafled this feflion was that
which bore the title of Affiwance of the queen’s royal power
over all flates and fubjells within her dominions®s By this
ac, the afferting twice, by writinz, word, or deed, the
pope’s authority, was fubjeted to the penalties of treafon.

All perfons in holy orders were bound to take the oath of
fupremacy ; as alfo, all who were advanced to any degree,
cither in the univerfities a in common law ; all fchool-
maflers, officers in court, or members of parliament:
And the penalty of their fecond refufal was treafon. The
firft offence, in both cafes, was punifhed by banifhment
and forfeiture. This rigaous {tatute ‘was not extended

to any of the degree of asaron ; becaufe it was not fup-
1

pofed, that the queen coud entertain any doubt with re-
gard to the fidelity of perfons pofleflcd of fuch high

Lord Montacut: made oppofition to-the bill;
the catholics, that they dif=
not, they difobeyed not the

dignity.
and afferted in favour o
puted not, they preached
queen, they caufed no tiouble, no tumults among the
people . It is, however, probable, that fome fufpicions
of their fecret confpiracies had made the queen and par-
liament encreafe their rigour againft them ; though it is
alfo more than probable, that they were miftaken in the
remedy.

There was likewife arother point, in which the par=
liament, this feflion, fhewed more the goodnefs of their
intention than the foundiefs of their judgment. They
pafied a law againft fond ind fantaftical prophecies, which

t Sir Simon D’Ewes’s Journal, p, 75,
W Strype, vol i. p. 260, ‘
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had been obferved to fec
diforder *: But at the fametime they enalted

uce-he people into re

a ftatute,
which was -moft likely to encreafe thefe and fuch like fu-
perftitions : It was levelled arainft conjurations, enchant-
ments, and witchcraft ¥, Witcheraft and here fy are two
crimes, which common]y eicreafe by punithment, and
never are fo effeCtually fupprdied as by being totally ne-

gleGted. After U\ parliament had granted the queen a

fupply of one fubfidy and two ﬁnccntm, the feflion was
finifhed by a plom;urion. The convocation likewife
voted the queen a fubfidy of fix fhillings in the pound,
payable in three years.
WauiLE the Englith partics exerted thefe calm efforts
againft each other, in parlianentary votes and debates,

n

he French faltions, enflam«d to the higl

animofity, continued that criel war, which their intem
perate zeal, aftuated by thi ambition of their leaders,
had kindled in the kingdom. The admiral was {uccefs-
ful in reducing the towns of Normandy, which held for
the king ; 'but he frequently complained,  that the nu-
) and
was not employed in any mlitary operation againit the
common enemy. The “queen, in taking pofleflion of
that place, had publifhed a mnifefto ?, in which fhe pre-
£,

tended, that her concern forthe intercfts of the French

merous garrifon of Havre, remained totally inactive,

intention was to oppofe he' enemies of the houfe of
Guife, who held their prince in captivity, and employed
it faithful

eferve appear-

his power to the deftruétionof his beft and mo
fubje@s. It was chiefly he defire to p
ances, joined to the great fruzality of her temy
made her, -at this critical juiture, keep her

which

garrifon, and reftrain them from comm it

x g Eliz, ¢, 15, y Abid. c.16, z
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The duke of Guife, meatts
al blow at the power of the

hugonots ; and had commenced the fiege of Orleans, of
which Andelot was governor, and where the conftable
was detained prifoner. He had the-profpect of {peedy
fuccefs in this undertaking ; when he was aflaffinated by
Poltrot, a young gentleman, whofe zeal, inftigated (as
is pretended, though without any certain foundation)
by the admiral and Beza, 2 famous preacher, led him to
attempt that criminal enterprize. The death of this
gallant prince was a fenfible lofs to the catholic party;
and though the cardinal of Lorraine, his brother, fill
fupported the interefts of the family, the danger of their
progrefs appeared not fo imminent cither to Elizabeth or
to the French proteftants, The union, therefore, be-
tween thefe allies, which had been cemented by their
common fears, began- thenteforth to be lefs intimate;
and the leaders of the hugonots were perfuaded to hearken
to terms of a feparate accommodation. Condé and
Montmorency held conferences for fettling the peace;
and as they were both of them impatient to relieve them=
felves from captivity, they foon came to an agreement
with regard to the conditions. The character of the

queen-regent, whofe ends were always violent, but who
endeavoured, by fubtilty and policy, rather than force;
te attain them, led her to embrace any plaufible terms;
and in fpite of the proteftations of the admiral, whofe fa-
gacity could eafily difcover the treachery of the courty
the articles of agreement were finally fettled between the
parties. A toleration, under fome reftrictions, was anew
granted to the proteftants; a general amnefty was pub-
lithed; Condé was reinftated in his offices and govern-
ments ; and after money was advanced for the payment

# Forbes, voliii, pi 276, 277,

of
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of arrearsdue to the German troops, they were difmiffed € H A P,
the kingdom.,

By the agreement between Elizabeth and the prince of 1563
Condé it had been ftipulated ®, that neither party fhould
conclude peace without the confent of the other; but
this article was at prefent but little regarded by the lead-
ers of the French proteftants. They only comprehended
her fo far in the treaty, as to obtain a promife, that, on
her relinquithing Havre, her charges and the money
which fhe had advanced them, fhould be repaid her by
the king of France, and that Calais, on the expiration of
the term, fhould be reftored to her. But fhe difdained
to accept of thefe conditions; and thinking the pofleflion
of Havre a much better pledge for effeCting her purpofe,
fhe fent Warwic orders to prepare himfelf againft an
attack from the now united power of the French mo-
narchy.

THE earl of Warwic, who commanded a sarrifon of
fix thoufand men, befides feven hundred pioniers, had no
fooner got pofleflion of Havre, than he employed every
means for putting’it in a pofture of defence<; and after
expelling the French from the town, he encouraged his
foldiers to make the moft defperate defence againft the
enemy. The conftable commanded the French army';
the queen-regent herfelf, and the king, ‘were prefent in
the camp; even the prince of Condé joined the king
forces, and gave countenance to this enterprize 3 the ad-
miral and Andelot alone, anxious fill to preferve the
friendthip of Elizabeth, kept at a diftance, and prudently
refufed to join their ancient enemies in an attack upon
their allies.

Frowm the force, and difpofitions, and fituation of bot}
fides, it was expected, that the fiege would be attended
with fome memorable event ; yet did France make a

b Forbes, vol, ii, p. 79. ¢ Ibid. p. 158,

much
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firft apprehended.

\_____.\J,___J at

1563 Englifh foldiers; an

and bad diet (for they were but 1
) it made fuch ravages,
and there remaine

fions ¢

men a-day died of it,
1 a condition to do duty °.

teen hundred ir
carried on their at-

with fuch feeble refiftance,
d having made two breaches, each
ide, they prepared for a general
inated in the flaughtet of
Warwic, who had frequently
1cil of the danger, and who had
f men and provifions, found
tent himfelf with

meeting
tacks fuccefsfully 5 an
of them fixty feet W
affault, which muft have term
the whole garrifon gs

warned the Englifh cour
loudly demanded a fupply o
Jimfelf obliged to capitulate, and to con

Havre loft.
1

28th Julye the liberty of with

were no fooner figned,

w

the har
and found the p
creafe the misfortune,
plagu
multitudes, particularly in the
twenty thoufand perfons, there,
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The plague creepe

d being en
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place, than was
d in among the
creafed by their fatigue
Il {upplied with provi-
ctimes a hundred
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crowns; and that both fides thould retain all their claims Cx"xfc‘{/\l \(P-
and pretenfions. GRS
THE peace ftill continued with Scotland ; and even a Sm’,f:i}_

cordial friendfhip feemed to have been cemented betweenfairs. |

Elizabeth and Mary. Thefe princefles made profeflion

of the moft entire affection ; wrote amicable letters every

week to each other; and had adopted, in all appearance,

the fentiments as well as ftyle of fifters, Elizabeth pu-

nifhed one Hales, who had publithed a book againft

Mary’s titlei; and as the lord keeper Bacon was thought

to have encouraged Hales in this undertaking, he fell

under her difpleafure, and it was with fome difficulty he

was able to give her fatisfaltion, and recover her favourk,

The two queens had agreed in the foregoing fummer to

an interview at York!; in order to remove all difficulties

with regard to Mary’s ratification of the treaty of Edin-

burgh, and to confider of the proper method for fettling

the fucceffion of England: But as Elizabeth carefully

I avoided touching on this delicate fubject, fhe employed a

1 pretence of the wars in France, which, fhe faid, would

., . detain her in London ; and fhe delayed till next year the
intended interview. Itis alfo probable, that, being well
acquainted with the beauty and addrefs and accomplifh-
ments of Mary, fhe did not chufe to ftand the comparifon
with regard to thofe exterior qualities, in which fhe was
eclipfed by her rival; and was unwilling,
cefs, who had already made great progrefs in the efteem
and affe&tions of the Englith, fhould have a farther op-
portunity of encreafing the number of her partizans,

that a prin-

MarY’s clofe connetions with the houfe of Guife,
and her devoted attachment to her uncles, by whom fhe
had been early educated and conftantly protected, was
the ground of juft and unfurmountable jealoufy to Eli-

] 1 Reith, p, 252, % 1bid. p. 253« I Haynes, p. 388,
# ¥or. Vs G zabeth,




B i

o

82

CcC HAP
XXXIX.
e

]563.

HisTORY OF ENGLAND.

zabeth, who regarded them as her mortal and declared

cnemies, and was well acquainted with their dangerous
charaétér and ambitious proje&s. They had made offer
of their niece to Don Carlos, Philip’s fon; to the king
of Sweden, the king of Navarre, the archduke Charles,
the duke of Ferrara, the Cardinal of Bourbon, who had
only taken deacon’s orders, from which he might eafily
be freed by a difpenfation ; and they were ready to marry
her to any one, who could ftrengthen their interefts, or

difturbance to Elizabeth™. Eliza-

give inquietude and
beth on her part was equally vigilant to prevent the ex-
tion of their fchemes, and was particularly anxious,

ecu
any powerful foreign alliance,

left Mary fhould form
ght tempt her fo revive her pretenfions to the

and to invade the kingdom on the fide where it
eft and lay mofk expofed ™. As fhe believed,
h the archduke Charles was the one

which mig
crown,
was weak
that the marriage wit
moft likely to have place, fhe ufed every expedient to
prevent it; and befides remonftrating againt it to Mary
herfelf, fhe endeavoured to draw off the archduke from
that purfuit, by giving him fome hopes of fuccefs in his
pretenfions to herfelf, and by inviting him to a renewal
of the former treaty of marriage® She always told the
queen of Scots, that nothing would fatisfy her but her
efpoufing fome Englifh nobleman, who would remove all
grounds of jealouly, and cement the union between the
kingdoms ; and fhe offered on this condition to have
her title examined, and to declare her fucceflor to the
crown?. After keeping the matter in thefe general
terms during a twelvemonth, fhe at laft named lord Ro-
bert Dudley, now created earl of Leiceft ;
on whom ﬂ);e defired that Mary’s choie:: filr(;:lsdt};ferfm

i Forbes, vol, ii, p. 287. Strype, vol i, ps 400, n Keith,
p. 2472844 : o Melvil, p. 41, P Kei
22 > Keith, p, 243- 249,
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"T'HE earl of Leicefter, the great and powerful favour-C H A P,

XXXIX.

ite of Elizabeth, poflefled all thofe exterior qualities, 7,

which are naturally alluring to the fair fex; a handfome
perfon, a polite addrefs, an infinuating behaviour; and
by means of thefe accomplithments, he had been able to
blind even the penetration of Elizabeth, and conceal
from her the great defects, or rather odious vices, which
attended his chara&er. He was proud, infolent, inte-
refted, ambitious ; without honour, without generofity,
without humanity ; and atoned not for thefe bad quali-
ties, by fuch abilities or courage, as could fit him for
that high truft and confidence, with which fhe always
honoured him. Her conftant and declared attachment
to him had naturally emboldened him to afpire to her
bed; and in order to make way for thefe nuptials, he
was univerfally believed to have murdered, ina barbarous
manner, his wife, the heirefs of one Robefart. The
propofal of efpoufing Mary was by no means agreeable to
him ; and he always afcribed it to the contrivance of Ce-
cil, his enemy ; who, he thought, intended by that arti-
fice to make him Jofe the friendfhip of Mary from the te-
merity of his pretenfions, and that of Elizabeth from jea-
loufy of his attachments to another woman 9. - The queen
herfelf had not any ferious intention of effefting this mar-
riage; but as fhe was defirous, that the queen of Scots
fhould never have any hufband, fhe named a man, who,
fhe believed, was not likely to be accepted of ; and fhe
hoped, by that means, to gain time, and elude the project
of any other alliance. The earl of Leicefter was too great
a favourite to be parted with ; and when Mary, allured
by the profpe& of being declared fucceflor to the crown,
feemed at laft to hearken to Elizabeth’s propofal, this
princefs receded from her offers, and withdrew the bait,

9 Camden, p. 396,
G 2 which
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¢ rivalt, This duplicity
f condu&, joined to fome appearance of an imperious
fuperiority, affumed by her, had drawn 2 peevifh letter
from Mary ; and the feemingly amicable correfpondence
between the two queens was, during fome time, inter-
In order to make up the breach, the queen of
James Melvil to London ; who has
lar account of his nego=

rupted,
Scots difpatched Sir
given us in his memoirs a particu
tiation.
MEeLyIL was an agreeable courtier, 2 man of addrefs
and converfation ; and it was recommended to him by
his miftrefs, that, befides grave reafonings concerning
te-affairs, he fhould introduce more enter=
taining topics of converfation, fuitable to the {prightly
chara&er of Elizabeth; and fhould endeavour by that
means to infinuate himfelf into her confidence. He fuc-
ceeded fo well, that he threw that artful princefs entirely
off her guard‘, and made her difcover the bottom of her
heart, full of all thofe levities and follies and ideas of ri-
valthip, which poflefs the youngeft and moft frivolous of
her fex. He talked to her of his travels, and forgot not
to mention the different drefles of the ladies in different
countries, and the particular advantages of each, in fet-
ting off the beauties of the fhape and perfon. The queen
faid, that fhe had drefles of all countries; and fhe took
care thenceforth to meet the ambaffador every day appa-
relled in a different habit: Sometimes fhe was drefled in
the Englifh garb, fometimes in the French, fometimes in
the Ttalian ; and fhe afked him, which of them became
her moft ? He anfwered, the Italian; a reply, that, he
knew, would be agreeable to her, becaufe that mode
ﬂfowed to advantage her flowing locks, which, he re-
marked, though they were more red than yellow, fhe

politics and fta

r Keith, p. 269, 270, Appendix, 158, S i
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fancied to be the fineft in the world. She defired to knowCX’;XAIX‘T-
of him what was reputed the beft colour of hair: She _ —u
afked whether his queen or fhe had the fineft hair: She 1564
even enquired which of them he efteemed the faireft per-

fon: A very delicate queftion, and which he prudently
eluded, by faying that her majefty was the faireft perfon

in England, and his miftrefs in Scotland. She next de-
manded which of them was talleft : He replicd, his
queen : Then is fhe too tall, faid Elizabeth : For I my-

felf am of a juft ftature. Having learned from him, that

his miftrefs fometimes recreated herfelf by playing on the
harpfichord, an inftrument on which fhe herfelf excelled,

the gave orders to lord Hunfdon, that he fhould lead the
ambaflador, as it were cafually, into an apartment,
where he might hear her perform ; and when Melvil, as

if ravithed with the harmony, broke into the queen’s
apartment, fhe pretended to be difpleafed with his intru-

fion; but fill took care to afk him whether he thought

Mary or her the beft performer on that inftrument?,

From the whole of her behaviour, Melvil thought he
might, on his return, affure his miftrefs, that fhe had no

reafon ever to expeét any cordial friendfthip from Eliza-

beth, and that all her profeflions of amity were full of
falfehood and difiimulation,

AFTER two years had been fpent in evafions and arti=
fices¥, Mary’s fubjeéts and counfellors, and probably
herfelf, began to think it full time, that fome marriage
were concluded, and lord Darnley, fon of the earl of
Lenox, was the perfon, in whom moft men’s opinions
and withes centered. He was Mary’s coufin-german, by
the lady Madrgaret Douglas, niece to Harry VIII. and
daughter of the earl of Angus, by Margaret, queen of
Scotland. He had been born and educated in England,
where the earl of Lenox had conftantly refided, fince he

t Melvil, p. 49, 50. y Keith, p. 264
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power of the houfe of
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XXIX. 11 milton: And as Darnley was now 1n his twentieth yeary
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1564.

and was a very comely perfon, tall and delicately fhaped,
it was hoped, that he might foon render himfelf agree-
able to the queen of Scots. He was alfo by his fathera
branch of the fame family with herfelf; and would, in
efpoufing her, preferve the royal dignity in the houfe of
He was, after her, next heir to the crown of
England; and thofe who pretended to exclude her on ac=-
count of her being a foreigner, had endeavoured to re-
commend his title, and give it the preference. It feemed
1o inconfiderable advantage, that fhe could, by marrying
him, unite both their claims ; and as he was by birth an
Englifhman, and could not, by his power or alliances;
give any ground or fufpicion to Elizabeth, it was hoped,
that the propofal of this marriage would not be unaccept=

Stuart:

able to that jealous princefs.

EtizaBeTH was well informed of thefe intentions ™ 3
and was fecretly not difpleafed with the projected mar=
riage between Darnley and the queen of Scots*. She
would rather have wifhed, that Mary had continued for
ever in a fingle life: But finding little probability of ren=
dering this fcheme “effectual, fhe was fatisfied with 2
choice, which freed her at once from the dread of a fo-
reign ailiance, and from the neceflity of parting with
Leicefter, her favourite. In order to pave the way to
Darnley’s marriage, fhe fecretly defired Mary to invite
Lenox into Scotland, to reverfe his attainder, and to re-
ftore him to his honours and fortune’. And when her
requeft was complied with, fhe took care, in order to
preferve the friendthip of the Hamiltons and her other
partizans in Scotland, to blame openly this conduét of
Mary =z~ Hearing that the negotiation for Darnley’s

x Ibid. p. 280, 282, Jebb, vol. ii. p« 46s
z Melvily p. 42.

w Keith, p. 261,
y Keith,y p. 255 259+ 272
marriage
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tnarriage advanced ‘apace, fhe gave that nobleman per-
miflion, on his firft application, to follow his father into
Scotland : But no fooner did fthe learn, that the queen of
Scots was taken with his figure and perfon, and that all
meafures were fixed for efpoufing him, than fhe exclaim-
ed againft the marriage; fent Throgmorton to order
Darnley immediately, upon his allegiance, to return to
England ; threw the countefs of Lenox and her fecond
fon into the Tower, where they fuffered a rigorous con-
finement; feized all Lenox’s Englifh eftate; and, though
it was impoflible for her to affign one fingle reafon for
her difpleafure®, fhe menaced, and protefted, and com-
plained, as if the had fuffered the moft grievous injury in
the world,

THE politics of Elizabeth, though judicious, were
ufually full of duplicity and artifice; but never more fo
than in her tranfactions with the queen of Scots, where
there entered fo many little paffions and narrow jealoufies,
that fhe durft not avow to the world the reafons of her
conduét, fearcely to her minifters, and fcarcely even to
herfelf. But befides a womanifh rivalfhip and envy againft
the marriage of this princefs, fhe had fome motives of in-
tereft for feigning a difpleafure on the prefent occafion.
It ferved her as a pretence for refufing to acknowledoe
Mary’s title to the fucceflion of England; a point to
which, for good reafons, the was determined never to con-
fent. And it was ufeful to her for a purpofey ftill more un-
friendly and dangerous, for encouraging the difcontents
and rebellion of the Scottifh nobility and ecclefiaftics b,

NoTHING ean be more unhappy for a people than to
be govcrned by a fovgreign, attached to a religion dif-
ferent from the eftablifhed ; and it is fcarcely pofiible
ghat mutual confidence can ever, in fuch a fituation,

# Keith, p. 274, 275. b Ibid, p. 2904
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fubjeéts. Mary’s

ﬂcondu& had been hitherto, in every refpet, unexcep=
1565 tionable, and even laudable; yet had fhe not made fuch

progrefs in acquiring popularity, as might have been ex-
pe&ted from her gracious deportment and agreeable acs
complifhments. Sufpicions every moment prevailed on
account of her attachment to the catholic faith, and
efpecially to her uncles, the open and avowed promoters
of the fcheme for exterminating the profeffors of the re=~
formed religion throughout all Europe.  She fill re-
fufed to ratify the alls of parliament which had efta-
blifhed the reformation ; fhe made attempts for reftoring
to the catholic bifhops fome part of their civil jurifdic-
tion <3 and fhe wrote 2 letter to the council of Trent,
in which, befides profefiing her attachment to the catho-
lic faith, fhe took notice of her title to fucceed to the
crown of England, and exprefled her hopes of being able,
in fome period, to bring back all her dominions to the
bofom of the church ¢. The zealots among the proteft-
ants were not wanting, in their turn, to exercife their
infolence againft her, which tended ftill more to alienate
her from their faith. A law was enacted, making it ca=
pital, on the very firft offence, to fay mafs any where,
except in the queen’s chapel <5 and it was with difficulty
that even this fmall indulgence was granted her:
The general affembly importuned her anew to change
her religion; to renounce the blafphemous idolatrys of
the mafs, with the tyranny of the Roman Antichrift ;
and to embrace the true religion of Chrift Jefusf. As
fhe anfwered with temper, that fhe was not yet con-
vinced of the falfity of her religion or the impiety of
the mafs; and that her apoftacy would lofe her the
friendfhip of her allies on the continent ; they replied,

¢ Spotfwood, p. 198. d Father Paul, lib, vii, e Keithy
p. 268, f Ibid. p» §45.+ Kanox, p. 374«
by
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by affuring her, that their religion was undoubtedly theC 1 A P.
fame which had been revealed by Jefus Chrift, which
had been preached by the apoftles, and which had been 1565
embraced by the faithful in the primitive ages; that nei-

ther the religion of Turks, Jews, nor Papifts was built

on fo folid a foundation as theirs; that they alone, of

all the various fpecies of religionifts, fpread over the

face of the earth, were {o happy as to be poflefled of the

truth ; that thofe who hear, or rather who gaze on the

mafs, allow facrilege, pronounce blafphemy, and com-

mit moft abominable idolatry ; and that the friendfhip of

the King of Kings was preferable to all the alliances in

the world &,

"THE marriage of the queen of Scots had kindled afrefh The queen
the zeal of the reformers, becaufe the family of Lenox s O
was believed to adhere to the catholic faith ; and though ;j;l_"m"“'
Darnley, who now bore the namé of King Henry, went
often to the eftablithed church, he could not, by this
exterior compliance, gain the confidence and regard of
the eccclefiaftics. They rather laid hold of the oppor-
tunity to infult him to his face; and Knox fcrupled not
to tell him from the pulpit, that God, for punifhment of
the offences and ingratitude of the people, was wont to
commit the rule over them to boys and women® The
populace of Edinburgh, inftigated by fuch do&rines, be-
gan to meet and to affociate themfelves againft the go-
-vernment i, But what threatened more immediate danger
to Mary’s authority, were the difcontents which prevail-
ed among fome of the principal nobility.

The duke of Chatelrault was difpleafed with the re-
ftoration, and ftill more with the aggrandizement of the
family of Lenox, his hereditary enemies ; and entertain-
ed fears left his own eventual fucceflion to the crown of

Scotland fhould be excluded by his rival, who had for-

g Keith, p. §59, 551, kB Ibids p. 546, Knox, p. 381.
i Know)y p. 377
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The earl of

Murray found his credit at court much diminifhed by
the intercft of Lenox, and his fon; and began to appres
hend the revocation of fome confiderable grants, which
he had obtained from Mary’s bounty. The earls of
Argyle, Rothes, and Glencairne, the lords Boyde and
Ochiltry, Kirkaldy of Grange, Pittarow, were infti-
gated by like motives; and as thefe were the perfons
who had moft zealoufly promoted the reformation, they
were difgufted to find, that the queen’s favour was en-
tirely ingrofled by a new cabal, the earls of Bothwel,
Athole, Sutherland, and Huntley; men who were
efteemed either lukewarm in religious controverfy, or
inclined to the catholic party,. The fame ground of
difcontent, which, in other courts, is the fource of in-
trigue, fadtion, and oppofition, commonly produced. in
Scotland, either proje&s of aflaflination, or of rebellion;
and befides mutual accufations of the former kind, which
it is difficult to clear up*, the malcontent lords, as foon
as they faw the queen’s marriage entirely refolved on,
entered into a confederacy for taking arms againft their
fovereign. They met at Stirling; pretended an anxious
concern for the fecurity of religion; framed engage-
ments for mutual defence; and made applications to Eli-
zabeth for affitance and proteftion'.  That princefs,
after publithing the expreflions of her difpleafure againft
the marriage, had fecretly ordered her ambafladors Ran-
dolf and Throgmorton, tp give in her name fome pro-
mifes of fupport to the malcontents; and had even fent
them a fupply of ten thoufand pounds, to enable them
to begin an infurrection™.

Mary was no fooner informed of the meeting at
Stirling, and the movements of the lords, than fhe fum-

k Sce note [G] at the end of the volume.
e st b bl
yol, iik pc 194,
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m Knox, p. 3804 Keith, Agp;nd.y. 164, Anderfony

moned



ELIZABETH ot

tnoned them to appear at court, in order to anfwer forCH A P.
their conduét; and having levied fome forces to execute ijﬂ:
the laws, fhe obliged the rebels to leave the low countries, 565
and take fhelter in Argylefhire. That {he might more
effeGtually cut off their refources, the proceeded with the

king to Glafgow, and forced them from their retreat,
They appeared at Paifley .in the neighbourhood with
about a thoufand horfe; and pafling the queen’s army,
proceeded to Hamilton, thence to Edinburgh, which

they entered without refiftance, They expected great
reinforcements in this place, from the efforts of Knox

and the feditious preachers; and they beat their drums,
defiring all men to enlift, and receive wages for the de-

fence of God’s glory™. But the nation was in no dif-
pofition for rebellion: Mary was efteemed and beloved :

Her marriage was not generally difagreeable to the peo-

_ples And the interefted views of the malcontent lords

were fo well known, that their pretence of zeal for re-
ligion had little influence even on the ignorant popu-
lacee. The king and queen advanced to Edinburgh at

the head of their army: The rebels were obliged to re-

tire into the fouth; and being purfued by a force which

now amounted to ecighteen thoufand men?, they found
themfelves under a mcn’lxty of abandoning their countrys

and of taking fhelter in England.

Er1zABETH, when fhe found the event fo much to dif-
appoint her expeltations, thought proper to difavow all
connexions with the Scottith malcontents, and to declare
every where, that fhe had never given them any encou-
ragement, nor any promife of countenance or affiftance.
She even carried farther her diffimulation and hypocrify.
Murray had come to London, with the abbot of Kil-
winning, agent for Chatelrault; and fhe feduced them,
by fecret aflurances of protection, to declare, before the

2 Knox, p, 381. © Ibid, p. 380, 385 P Ibid. p. 338,
ambafladors
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ambafladors of France and Spain, that fhe had nowife
contributed to their infurre&ion. No fooner had fhe ex=
torted this confeflion from them, than the chafed them from
her prefence, called them unworthy traitors, declared
that their deteftable rebellion was of bad example to all
princes, and affured them, that, as The had hitherto given
them no encouragement, fo fhould they never thences
forth receive from her any affiftance or protection %,
Throgmorton alone, whofe honour was equal to his
abilities, could not be prevailed on to conceal the part,
which he had aéed in the enterprife of the Scottifh re-
bels; and being well apprifed of the ufual charaéter and
condu& of Elizabeth, he had had the precaution to ob-
tain an order of council to authorize the engagements,
which he had been obliged to take with them .

Tue banithed lords, finding themfelves fo harfhly
treated by Elizabeth, had recourfe to the clemency of
their own fovereign; and after fome folicitation and fome
profeffions of fincerc repentence, the duke of Chatelrault
obtained his pardon, on condition that he fhould retire
into France. Mary was more implacable againft the
ungrateful earl of Murray and the other confederates, on
whom fhe threw the chief blame of the enterprize; but
as fhe was continually plied with applications from their
friends, and as fome of her moft judicious partizans in
England thought, that nothing would more promote her
interefts in that kingdom, than the gentle treatment of
men fo celebrated for their zeal againft the catholic reli=
gion; fhe agreed to give way to her natural temper,
which inclined not to feverity, and fhe feemed deter-
mined to reftore them to favours. In this interval,
Rambouillet arrived as ambaflador from France, and
brought her advice from her uncle, the cardinal of Lors

' g Melvil, p. §7.
¥ Melvil, p. 6o,

Knox, p. 388. Keith, p. 315, Crawford, p. 62, 63,
s Ibid, p. 59, 60, 61, 62, 63. Keith, p. 322.
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raine, to whofe opinion fhe always paid an extreme de-C H A P.

. XXXI1X.,
ference, by no means to pardon thefe proteftant leadersy «— —
who had been engaged in a rebellion againft hert. 1565

THE two religions, in France, as well as in other
parts of Europe, were rather irritated than tired with
their a&ts of mutual violence; and the peace granted
to the hugonots, as had been forefeen by Coligni, was
intended only to lull them afleep, and prepare the way
for their final and abfolute deftruétion. The queen-re-
gent made a pretence of travelling through the kingdom,
in order to vifit the provinces, and correct all the abules
arifing from (the late civil war; and after having held
fome conferences on the frontiers with the duke of Lor-
raine and the duke of Savoy, fhe came to Bayonne,
where fhe was met by her daughter, the queen of Spain,
and the duke of Alva. Nothing appeared in the con-
grefs of thefe two fplendid courts, but gaiety, feflivity,
love, and joy; but amidft thefe {miling appearances were
fecretly fabricated fchemes the moft bloody, and the moit
deftru&tive to the repofe of mankind, that had ever been
thought of in any age or nation. No lefs than a total
and univerfal extermination of the proteftants by fire and
fword was concerted by Philip and Catherine of Medicis ;
and Alva, agreeably to his fierce and fanguinary difpofi-
tion, advifed the queen-regent to commence the execu-
tion of this proje&, by the immediate maflacre of all the
leaders of the hugonots®, | But that princefs, though
equally hardened againft every humane fentiment, would
not forego this opportunity of difplaying her wit and re-
fined politics ; and fhe purpofed, rather by treachery and
diffimulation, which fhe called addrefs, to lead the pro-
teftants into the fnare, and never to draw the fWword, till
they were totally difabled from refiftance. The cardinal
of Lorraine, whofe charalter bore a greater affinity to

¢ Keith, p. 325. Melvil, p. 63, ® Davila, lib. iiiv
that
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that of Alva, was a chief author of this barbarous affos
tion againft the reformers; and having conneéted his
hopes of fuccefs with, the aggrandizement of his niece,

the queen of Scots, he’took care, that her meafures

the proteft- fhould correfpond to thofe violent counfels, which were

ants.

X566,

embraced by the other catholic princes. In confequence
of this fcheme, he turned her from the road of clemency;
which fhe intended to have followed; and made her
refolve on the total ruin of the banifhed lordsv. A
parliament was fummoned at Edinburgh for attaint=
ing them; and as their guilt was palpable and avowed, no
doubt was entertained but fentence would be pronounced
againft them. It was by a fudden and violent inci-
dent, which, in the iflue, brought on the ruin of

Mary herfeif, that they were faved from the rigour of

the law.

TiE marriage of the queen of Scots with lord Darn-
ley was fo natural, and fo inviting in all its circum-
ftances, that it had been precipitately agreed to by that
princefs and her council ; and while fhe was allured by
his youth, and beauty, and exterior accomplifhments,
fhe had at firft overlooked the qualities of his mind,
which nowife correfponded to the excellence of his out=
ward figure. Violent, yet variable in his refolutions;
infolent, yet credulous and eafily governed by flatterers ;
he was deftitute of all gratitude, becaufe he thought no
favours equal to his merit; and being 2ddiéted to low
pleafures, he was equally incapable of all true fentiments
of love and tendernefsx. The queen of Scots, in the
firlt cffufions of her fondnefs, had taken a pleafure in ex=
alting him beyond meafure: She had granted him the
title of king; fhe had joined his mame with her own
in all public afts; fhe intended to have procured him

w Melvil, p. 63. Xeith’s Append, p. 276, % Keith, p. 287,
329. Append, p 163
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ey
began to fee the danger of her profufe liberality, and was 1366.

leifure afterwards to remark his weaknefs and vices, fhe

refolved thenceforth to proceed with more referve in the
truft, which fhe fhould confer upon him. His refent-
ment againft this prudent conduct ferved but the more
to encreafe her difguft; and the young prince, enraged
at her imagined neglects, pointed his vengeance againtt
every one whom he deemed the caufe of this change in
her meafures and behaviour.

THERE was in the court, one David Rizzio, who'bad purder of
of late obtained a very extraordinary degree of confi-Rizzior
dence and favour with the queen of Scots. He was a

: Piedmontefe, of mean birth, fon of a teacher of mufic,
himfelf a mufician; and finding it difficult to fubfift by
his art in his own country, he had followed into Scot-
land an ambaffador, whom the duke of Savoy fent thi-
ther to pay his compliments to Mary, fome time after her
firft arrival. He poffefled a good ear, and a tolerable
voice; and as that princefs found him ufeful to complete
her band of mufic, fthe retained him in her fervice after
the departure of his mafter. Her fecretary for French
difpatches having, fome time after, incurred her difplea-
fure, the promoted Rizzio to that office, which gave him
frequent opportunities of approaching her perfon, and in-
finuating himfelf into her favour. He was fhrewd and
fenfible, as well as afpiring, much beyond his rank and
education ; and he made fo/good ufe of the accefs which
fortune had procured him, that he was foon regarded as
the chief confident and even minifter of the queen. He
was confulted on all occafions; no favours could be oh-
tained but by his interceffion ; all fuitors were obliged to
gain him by prefents and flattery ; and the man, infolent
from his new exaltation, as well as rapacious in his ac-
quifitions, foon drew on himfelf the hatred of the nobi-

lity
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He had at firft em-

oyed his credit to promote Darnley’s marriage; and a
firm friendfhip feemed to be eftablifhed between them:
But on the fubfequent change of the queen’s fentiments,
it was eafy for Henry’s friends to perfuade him, that Riz-
zio was the real author of her indifference, and even to
jealoufies of a more dangerous natures

rouze in his mind
The favourite was of a difagreeable figure, but was not

paft his youth#; and though the opinion of his criminal
correfpondence with Mary might feem of itfelf unreafon-
able, if not abfurd, a fufpicious hufband could find no
other means of accounting for that lavifh and imprudent
kindnefs, with which fhe honoured him. The rigid au-
fterity -of the ecclefiaftics, who could admit of no free-
doms, contributed to fpread this opinion among the peo-
ple; and as Rizzio was univerfally believed to be a pen-
fionary of the pope’s, and to be deeply engaged in all
fchemes againft the proteftants, any ftory, to his and
Mary’s difadvantage, received an eafy credit among the
zealots of that communion.

Rizz1io, who had connected his interefts with the Ro-
man catholics, was the declared enemy of the banifhed
lords ; and by promoting the violent profecution againft
them, he had expofed himfelf to the animofity of their
numerous friends and retainers. A fcheme was alfo
thought to be formed for revoking fome exorbitant grants
made during the queen’s minority; and even the nobilitys
who had feized the ecclefiaftical benefices, began to think
themfelves lefs fecure in the poffefion of thems The
earl of Morton, chancellor, was affected by all thefe con-
fiderations, and ftill more by a rumour {pread abroad, that
Mary intended to appoint Rizzio chancellor in his place,

y Keith, p. 282. goz. Crawford’s Memoirs, p. §e Spotfwood, ps 193
2z See note [H] at the end of the volume, a Keith, p. 326
l\/lclvile p. 64.
and
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and to beftow that dignity on a mean and upftart fo- (;{?).?YH.
réigner, ignorant of the laws and language of the coun-\.._.v‘;;J
try ®. So indifcreet had this princefs been in her kind-  23%¢
nefs to Rizzio, that.even that ftrange report met with
eredit, and proved -a great means of accelerating the ruin
of the favourite. Morton, infinuating himfelf into Hen-
ry’s confidence, employed all his art to inflame the dil-
content and jealoufy of that prince ; and he perfuaded
him, that the only means of freeing himf{elf from the in-
dignitics under which he laboured, was to bring the bafe
ftranger to the fate, which he had fo well therited, and
which was fo paffionately defired by the whole nation:
George Douglas, natuaral brother to the countefs of Le-+
nok, concurred in the fame advice ; and the lords Ruth=
ven and Lindefey, being confulted, coffered their affiftance
in the enterprize; nor was even the earlt of Lenox, the
king’s father, averfe to the defignc. = But as thefe con=
fpirators were well acquainted with Henry’s levity, 'they
engaged him to fign a paper, in which he avowed the
undertaking, as tending to the glory of God and advance-
ment of religion, and promifed to ‘prote&t them againft
évery confequence;, which might enfue upon the affaffi
nation of Rizzio?. ~All thefe meafures being ‘concerted,
a meffenger was difpatched to the banifhed lords, who
were hovering near the borders ; and they were invited by
the king to return to their native country.

THis defign, fo atrocious in itfelf, was rendered Rill v, ppan,
more fo by the circumftances which attended its execu-
tion. Mary, who was in the fixth month of her preg~
nancy, was fupping in private, and had at table the coun-
tefs of Argyle; her natural fifter, with Rizzio, and others
of her fervants, The king entered the room by a private

b Buchanan, lib, xvii, ¢, 6o. Crawford, p. 6. Spotfwood, p. 1c4. Knox;

p. 393 Jebb, vol.i. p. 256, & Crawford, p: 7.
d Goodall; voli 1; pi 266, Crawford, p, 7+ ;
Vor. V. H paflage,
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C H A P, paflage, and ftood at the back of Mary’s chair : Lord
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Ruthven, George Douglas, and other confpirators, be~
ed; rufhed -in after him ; and the queen of
demanded of them
the reafon of this rude intrufien.  They told her, that
lence againﬁ het perfon ; but meant
only to bring that yillain, pointing to Rizzio, to his de-
ferved punifhment. Rizzio, aware of the danger, ran
behind his miftrefs, and feizing her by the waift, called
aloud to her for protection; while fhe interpofed in his
behalf, with, cries, and menaces, and entreaties. ‘The
impatient aflaffins, regardlefs of her efforts, rufhed upon
and by overturning every thing which ftood
encreafed the horror and confufion of the

ing all arm
Scots terrified with the appearance,

they intended no vio

their pre;
in their way,
fcene: - Douglas, feizing Henry’s dagger, ftuck it in the
body of Rizzig, who, fcreaming with fear and agony,
lary by the other confpirators, and pufhed

iar

Y>

was torn from IV
into the antichamber, where he was difpatched with fifty=
Gix wounds ¢,  The unhappy princefs, informed of his
fate, immediately dried her tears, and faid, She would
weep No more 3 fhe would now think of revenge. The
infult, indeed, upon her perfon; the ftain attempted to
be fixed on her honour; the danger to which her life was
expofed, on account of her pregnancy; were injuries fo
atrocious, and fo camplicated, that they fcarcely left room
for pardon, even from the greateft lenity and mercy.
Tue affaffins, apprehenfive of Mary’s refentment, de-
tained her prifoner in the palace; and the king difmiffed
all who feemed willing to attempt her refcue, by telling
them, that nothing was done without his orders, and
that he would be careful of the queen’s fafety. Murray
and the banifhed lords appeared two days after; and
Mary, whole anger was now engrofled by injuries mor¢
recent and violent, was willingly reconciled to them ; and

e Melvil, p. 640 Keith, p. 330, 337, Crawford, p. g,

fhe
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fhe even received her brother with tendernefs and afféc- er;&xﬁxi?'
tion. - They obtained an acquittal from parliament, and o o
were re-inftated in their honours and fortunes, The ac- 1566
complices alfo in Rizzio’s murder applied to her for a
pardon; but fhe artfully delayed compliance, and per=
fuaded them, that fo long as {he was detained in cuftody,

and was furrounded by guards, any deed, which fhe
fhould fign, would have no validity. Meanwhile, fhe

had gained the confidence of her hufband, by her perfua«

fion and carefles ; and no fooner were the guards with=-
drawn, than {he engaged him to efcape with her in the
night-time, and take fhelter in Dunbar. Many of her
fubjects here offered her their fervices ; and Mary, having
colle€ted an army, which the confpirators had no power

to refift, advanced to Edinburgh, and obliged them to fly

into England, where they lived in great poverty and
diftrefs.  They made applications however to the ear] of
Bothwel, a_new favourite of Mary’s; and that nhoble-

man, defirous of ftrengthening his party by the acceffior

of their intereft, was able to pacify her refentment ; and

he foon after procured them liberty to return into their

own country ",

THE vengeance of the queen of Scots was implacable
againft her hufband alone, whofe perfon was befgre dif-
agreeable to her, and who; by his violation of every tie
of gratitude arid duty, had now drawh on him her high-
eft refentment, She engaged him to difown all cohnecs
tions with the affaflins, to deny any concurrence in theit

crime, even to publifh a proclamation containing a falfe-
hood fo notorious to the whole world ¢35 and having thus
made him expofe himfelf to univerfal contempt, and ren=
dered it impracticable for him ever to acquire the confi-
dence of any party, fhe threw him off with difdain and

f Melvil, p. 75, 76, Keith, p. 334, K..nox, Ps 398
& Goodall, vol, i, p. 280, Keith Append, p, 1674

Ha indignation.
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indignation . As if {he had been makirg an efcape fron
him, fhe fuddenly withdrew to Alloa, a feat of the. earl
of Marre’s; and when Henry followed her thither, fhe
fuddenly returned to Edinburgh; and gave him every
where the ftrongeft proofs of difpleafure; and even of
antipathy. She encouraged her courtiers in their neglett
of him ;J and’ fhe was pleafed, that his mean equipage
and fmall train of attendants fhould draw on him the
contempt of the very populace. . He was permitted,
however, to have apartments in the caftle of Edinburghy
which Mary had chofen fof the place of her delivery.
She there brought forth a fon; and as this was very im-=
portant news to England, as well as to Scotland, fhe
immediately difpatched Sir James Melvil to carry intel-
ligence of the happy event to Elizabeth. Melvil tells
us, that this princefs, the evening of his arrival in
London, had given a ball to her court at Greenwich,
and was difplaying all that fpirit and alacrity, which
ufually attended her on thefe occafions: But when news
arrived of the prince of Scotland’s birth, all her joy was
damped : She funk into melancholy ; fhe reclined her
head upon her arm; and complained to fome of her at«
tendants, that the queen of [Scots was mother of a fair
fon, while the herfelf was buta barren ftock, Next day,
however, at the reception of the ambaffador, the re-
fumed her former diffimulation, pat on a joyful coun-
tenance, gave Melvil thanks for the hafte he had made
in conveying to her the agreeable intelligence, and
exprefled the utmoft cordiality and friendfhip to het
fifter i, Some time after, fhe difpatched the earl of Beds
ford, with her kinfman George Cary, fon of lord Hunfs
don, in ;order to officiate at the baptifm of the young
prince; and fhe fent by them fome magnificent prefents
to the queen of Scots,

k Melvil, p, 66, 67,

¥
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Tue birth of a fon gave additional zeal to Mary’s par- %{?V?XP.
tizans in-England ¥; and even men of the moft oppofite ww
parties began to cry aloud for fome fettlement of the fuc- 566
ceflion, ‘Thefe humours broke out with great vehemence
in a new feffion of parliament, held after fix proroga- sothSept,
tions. The houfe of peers, which had hitherto forborne :&Llnl’a'
to touch on this delicate point, here took the lead ; and
the houfe of commons foon after imitated the zeal of the
lords. Molineux opened the matter in the Iower houfe,
and propofed that the queftion of the fucceffion and that
of fupply fhould go hand in hand; as if it were intended
to conftrain the queen to a compliance with the requeft
of her parliament !. The courtiers endeavoured to elude
the debate: Sir Ralph Sadler told the houfe, that he had
heard the queen pofitively affirm, that, for the good of
her people, fhe was determined ta marry,  Secretary Ce-
cil and Sir Francis Knollys gave their teftimony to the
fame purpofe; as did alfo Sir Ambrofe Cave, chancellor
of the dutchy, and Sir Edward Rogers, comptroller of
the houfechold™.  Elizabeth’s ambition and mafculine
chara&ter was fo well known, that few members gave any
credit to this intelligence ; and it was confidered merely
as an artifice, by which fhe endeavoured to .retract that
pofitive declaration, which fhe had made in the beginning
of her reign, that fhe meant to live and dic a virgin,
The minifters, thercfore, gained nothing farther by this
piece of policy, than only to engage the houle, for the
fake of decency, to join the queftion of the queen’s mar-
riage with that of a fettlement of the crown; and the
commons were proceeding with great earneftnefs in the
debate, and had even appointed a committee to conler
with the lords, when exprefs orders were broughg them
from Elizabeth not to proceed farther in the matter, Cecil

k Camden, p. 397. 1 D’Ewes; p. 129

B ]bid, p. 124
H 3 told




s T s

102

€ H A P. told them, that fhe pledg

DS o'dh
XXXIX.

- queen

1566.

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

oed to the hou (e the word of a
for her fincerity in her inteniions to marry; that
a fuccefior would be attended with
that fhe herfelf had had exs

f her {ifter, how much court

the appointment of
great danger to her perfon ;

perience, during the reigh o
xt heir, and what dangerous

was ufually paid to the nex

ly difpofed to make of their
prefent dity to their future profpeéls ; and that fhe was
therefore determined to delay, till 2 more proper oppors
tunity, the decifion of that important queftion .. The

facrifices men were common

houfe was not fatisfied with thefe reafons, and fill lefs
with the command, prohibiting them all debate on the
fubje®. Paul Wentworth, a fpirited member, went {o
far as to queftion whether fuch a prohibition were not
an infringement of the liberties and privileges of the
houfe ©. Some even ventured to violate that profound
refped, which had hitherto been preferved to'the queen;
and they affirmed that fhe was bound in duty, not only
to provide for the happinefs of her fubjects during her
own life, but alfo to pay regard to their future {ecurity,
by fixing a fucceflor; that, by an oppofite conduét, fhe
fhowed herfclf the ftepmother, not the natural parent, of
her people, and would fecm defirous, that England fhould
no longer {ubfift than fhe fhould enjoy the glory and
fatisfaction ‘of governing it; that none but timorous
princes, or tyrants, or faint-hearted women, ever ftood
in fear of their fucceffors ; and that the affeCtions of the
people were a firm ‘and impregnable rampart to every fo-
vereign, who, laying alide all artifice or bye-ends, had
courage and magnanimity te put his fole truft in that ho=
nourable and fure defencer. The queen, hearing of thefe
debates, fent for the fpeaker, and after reiterating her for-
mer prohibition, fhe bade him inform the houfe, that, if

% D’Fwes, p. 127, 128,
P Camden, p. 4o,

o Ibid, p, 128,

any
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any member remained ftill unfatisfied, he might appear ¢ H A P,

. . . 3 SadAe
before the privy council, and there give his realonsd.

As the members fhowed a difpofition, notwithftanding 2566
thefe peremptory orders, ftill to proceed upon the quef-
tion, Elizabeth thought proper, by a meflage, to revoke
them, and to allow the houfe liberty of debate®.. They
were fo mollified by this gracious condefcenfion, that they
thenceforth conduéted the matter with more calmnef(s and
temper ; and they even voted her a fupply, to be levied

at three payments, of a fubfidy and a fifteenth, without
annexing any condition to it. T'he queen foon after dif= 2d January,
folved the parliament, and told them, with fome fharpnefs* 1587
in the conclufion, that their proceedings had contained
much diffimulation and artifice ; that under the plaufible
pretences of marriage and fuccefiion, many of them co-
vered very malevolent intentions towards her; but that,
however, fhe reaped this advantage from the attempts of
thefe men, that the could now diftinguith her friends from
her enemies. - ¢ But do you think,” added fhe, ¢¢ that
< am unmindful of your future fecurity, or will.be .
¢ negligent in fettling the fucceffion? That is the chief
¢¢ object of my concern; as I know myflelf .to be liable
¢ to mortality. - Or do you apprehend, that I meant to
¢ encroach on your liberties? No: It was never my
¢ meaning’; I only intended to ftop you before you ap-
¢ proached the precipice. All things have their time ;
¢ and though you may be blefied with a fovereign more
¢ wife or more learned than I, yet I afiure you, that no
¢ one will ever rule over you, who fhall be more careful
¢¢ of your fafety. ~ And therefore, henceforward, whether
¢¢ T live to fee the like affembly or no, or whoever holds
¢ the reins of government, let me warn you to beware
¢ of - provoking your fovereign’s patience, fo far as you
¢ have done mine, But I fhall now conclude, that,

q D’Ewes, p. 128, r Ibid, p» 1304
H 4 ¢ notwithftanding
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€ H A P.<¢ potwithftanding the difgufts 1 bave received (for I

¢ mean not to part with you in anger) the greater parg
“ of you may affure themfelves that they go home in
¢ their prince’s good graces i

EvizaseTH carried farther her dignity on this ocs
cafion. She had received the fubfidy without any condi-
tion ; butas it was believed, that the commons had given
her that grataity with a view of engaging her to yield to
their requefts, fhe thought proper, on her refufal, volun-
tarily to remit the third payment ; and {he {aid, that mo-
ney in her fubjeéts’ purfes was as good to ber as in heg
own exchequert.

Bur though the queen was able to elude, for the pre
fent, the applications of parliament, the friends of the
queen of Scots multiplied every day in England ; and
befides the catholics, many of whom kept a treafonable
correfpondence with her, and were ready to rife at her
command?, the court itfelf of Elizabeth was full of her
avowed partizans. The duke of Norfolk, the earls of
Leicefler, Pembroke, Bedford, Northumberland, Sir
Nicholas T hrogmorton, and moft of the confiderable
men in England, except Cecil, feemed convinced of the
neceffity of declaring her the fucceffor. None but the
more zealous protéftants adhered either to the countefs of
Hertford, or to her aunt, Eleanor, countefs of Cumber-
land ; and as the marriage of the former feemed liable to
fome objections, and had been declared invalid, men were
alarmed, even on that fide, with the profpect of new
difputes concerning the fuccefion. Mary’s behaviour
alfo, fo moderate towards the proteftants, and fo gracious
towards all men, had procured her univerfal refpect™;
and the public was willing to afcribe any imprudences,
into which fhe had fallen, to her youth and inexperience.

s D'Ewes, p. 116, 117, t Camden, p. 400,
v Haynes, p. 446: 448, W Melvil; pi 53, 61 740

But
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But all thefe flattering profpects were blafted by the fub-cxgx»}_;-
fequent incidents; where her egregious indifcretions,
fhall I fay, or atiogious crimes, threw her from the 1567
height of her profperity, and involved her in infamy and

in rain.

‘THE earl of Bothwel was of a confiderable family and "\D“”” of
power in Scotland ; and though not diftinguifhed by any -
talents either of a civil or military nature, he had made
a figure in that party, which dppofed the greatnefs of the
earl of Murray, and the more rigid reformers, He wasa
man of profligate manners; had invelved his opulent for-
tune in great debts, and even reduced himfelf to beggary,
by his profufe expences*; and feemed to have no refource
but in defperate counfels and enterprizes, He had been
accufed more than once of an attempt to-affaffinate Mur=
ray 3 and though the frequency of thefe accufations on
all fides diminifh fomewhat the credit due to any particu-
lar imputation, they prove fuﬂicicntly the prevalence
of that deteftable practice in Scotland, and may in
that view ferve to render fuch rumours the more cre-
dible.. This man had of late acquired the favour and
entire confidence of Mary; and all her meafures were
direCted by his advice and authority.  Reports were
fpread of more particular intimacies between them ;
and thefe reports gained ground from the continu-
ance or rather encreafe of her' hatred towards her huf-
band’. That young prince was reduced to fuch a
ftate of defperation, by the neglects which he underwent
from his queen and the courtiers;, that he had once re-
folved to fly fecretly into France or Spain, and had even
provided a veflel for that purpofe?, Some of the moft
confiderable nobility, on the othef hand, obferying her
rooted averfion to him, had propofed fome expedients fos

x Keith, p. 240, 3 Melvil, p. 66, 77, z Keith,
§: 345—348.
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s nourably on the occafion, and to

1567,

have embraced the pro-
pofal no farther than it thould be found confiftent with her
own honour and her fon’s legitimacy *,” men were inclined

to believe, that the difficulty of finding proper means for

effeGing  that purpole, was the real caufe of laying

afide all farther thoughts of it. So far were the fufpicions

againft her carried, that, when Henry, difcouraged with

the continual proofs of her hatred, left the court and

retired to Glafgow, an illnefs of an extraordinary na-
ture, with which he was feized immediately on his ar-
rival in that place, was univerfally afcribed by her enemies
to a dofe of poifon, which, it was pretended, fhe hadad-
miniftered to him,

WHILE affairs were in this fituation, all thofe who
wifhed well to her chara&er or to public tranquillity, were
extremely pleafed, and fomewhat furprized, to hear, that
a friendfhip was again conciliated between them, that fhe
had taken a journey to Glafgow on purpofe to vifit him
during his ficknefs; that the behaved towards him with
great tendernefs, that fhe had brought him along with her,
and that fhe appeared thenceforth determined to live with
him on a footing more fuitable to the connexions between
them. Henry, naturally uxorious, and: not diftrufting
this fudden reconciliation, put himfelf implicitly. into
her hands, and attended”her to Edinburgh. She lived
in the palace of Holy-rood-houfe; but as the fitua-
tion of the place was low, and the concourfe of people
about the court was neceflarily attehded with noife, which
might difturb him in his prefent infirm ftate of health,
thefe reafons were affigned for fitting up an apartment for
him in 3 folitary houf¥; at fome diftance, called the Kirk
of Field. Mary here gave him marks of kindnefs and
attachment ; fhe converfed cordially with him; and fhe

2 Camden, p. 404, Goodall’s Queen Mary, vol, i, p, 317,

lay
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lay fome nights in a room below his; but on the ninth of C H A P,

February, fhe told him, that the would pafs that night in
the palace, becaufe the marriage of one of her fervants was
there to be celebrated in her prefence. About two o’clock
in the morning the whole town was much alarmed at hear-
ing a great noife ; and was ftill more aftonifthed, when it
was difcovered that the noife came from the King’s houfe,
which was blown up by gun-powder; that his dead body
was found at fome diftance in a neighbouring field ; and
that no marks either of fire, contufien, or violence ap-
peared upon itb.

No doubt could be entertained but Henry was mur-
dered ; and general conjeture foon pointed towards the
ear]l of Bothwel as the author of the crime <, But as his
favour with Mary was vifible, and his' power great,
no one ventured to declare openly his fentiments; and
all men remained in filence and mute aftonifhment.
Voices, however, were heard in the fireets, during the
darknefs of the night, proclaiming Bothwel, and even
Mary herfelf, to be murderers of the king; bills were
fecretly affixed on the walls to the fame purpofe; offers
were made, that, upon giving proper fecurities, his guilt
thould be openly proved: But after one proclamation from
the court, offering a reward and indemnity to any one that
would difcover the author of that villany, greater vigi-
lance was employed in fearching out the fpreaders of the
libels and reports againft Bothwel and the queen, than in
tracing the contrivers of the king’s affaffination, or detect-
ing the regicides ‘.

b It was imagined, that Henry had been ftrangled before the houfe was
blown up. But this foppofition is contradi¢ted by the confeffion of the cris
minals; and there is no neceflity to admit it in order to account for the
condition of ‘his body. There are many inftances that men’s lives have been

faved who had been blown up in fhips, Had Henry fallen on water he had
not probably been killed.

¢ Melvil, p. 78, Cabbala, p. 136. d Anderfon’s Colle&tions,
vol, ii, p. 38, vol,iv. p. 167, 3068, Spetfwood, p, 200, Keith, p. 374.
THE

XXXIX.
L J
1567,

Feb. 10.




1c3

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

CH AP, Tuk eatl of Lenox, who lived ata diftance from court,
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in poverty and contempt, was rouzed by the report of his
fonls murder, and wrote to the queen, imploring fpeedy
juftice againft the affaffins; among whom he named the
earl of Bothwel, Sir James Balfour, and Gilbert Balfous
his brother, David Chalmers, and four others of the
queen’s houfehold ; all-of them perfons who had been
mentioned in the bills affixed to the walls at Edinburgh®.
Mary took his demand of fpeedy juftice in a very literal
fenfe; and allowing only fifteen days for the examination
of this important affair, fhe fent a citation to Lenox, re
quiting ‘him to appear in court, and prove his charge
againft Bothwel . This nobleman, meanwhile, and all
the other perfons, accufed by Lenox, enjoyed their full
libertye; Bothwel himfelf was continually furrounded
with armed men*; took his place in council i; lived dur-
ing fome time in the houfe with Marg¥*; and feemed to
poflefs all his wonted confidence and familiarity with ber.
Even the caftle of Edinburgh, a place of great confequence
in this critical time, was entrufted to him, and under
him, to his creature, Sir James Balfour, who had him-
felf been publickly charged as an accomplice in the king’s
murder!. Lenox, who had comeas far as Stirling, with
a view of appearing at the trial, was informed of all thefe
circumftances; and refleCting on the fmall train which
attended him, he began to entertain very juft apprehen~
fions from the power, infolence, and temerity of his ene=
wy. He wrate to Mary, defiring that the day of trial
might be prorogued; and conjured her, by all the regard
which fhe bore to her own hgnour, to employ morg leifure

2nd deliberation in determining a queftion of fuch extreme

€ Keith, p. 372. Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 3.

& Ibid. p. 374, 375. h-Tbid. p.g05.
wol. i. p. §3. 40, 5% 52, & Ibid, vol, i, p. 274

} Spotfwood, p. 201,

F Keith, p. 373
i Anderfons

momeia
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moment”, No regard was paid to his application: The
jury was enclofed; of which the earl of, Caithnefs was
chancellor; and though Lenox, forefeeing this precipita-
tiony had ordered Cuningham, one of his retinue, to ap-
pear in court, and proteft in his name, againit the acquittal
of the criminal, the jury proceeded to a verdi&r. The
verdi¢t was fuch as it behoved them to give; where neither
accufer nor witnefs appeared; and Bothwel was abfolved
from the king’s murder. The jury, however, apprehen-
five that their verdict would give great {candal, and per-
haps expofe them afterwards to fome danger, entered a
proteft, in which they reprefented the neceflity of their
proceedings °. Itis remarkabley that the inditment was
laid againft Bothwel for committing the crimeon the ninth
of February, not the tenth, the real day on which Henry
was aflafinated ».  “The interpretation generally put upon
this error, too grofs, it was thought, to have proceeded
from miftake, was, that the fecret' council, by whom
Mary was governed, not trufting entirely to precipitation,
violence, and authority, had previded this plea, by which
they enfured, at all adventures, a plaufible pretence for
acquitting Bothwel.

T wo days after this extraordinary tranfaction, a par=
liament was held'; and though the verdiét in favour of
Bothiwel was attended with fuch circumiftances as ftrongly
confirmed, rather than diminifhed, the general opinion
of his guilt, he was the perfon chofen to carry the royal
fceptre on the firft meeting of that national affembly 4,
In this parliament, a rigorous act was made againft thofe

m Keithy p. 378 Anderfon; vol, i, p. §2: 1 Keith, p. 3764
Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 706, Spotfwood, p. 201, © Spatfwood,
P.201. Anderfon, vol, i, p. 113, P Keith, p. 375. Anderfon;
vol. ii, p, g3. Spotiwood, p. z01, 4 Keith, p. 78: Crawford;
P« 140
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bills ; but no notice was takent

who fet up defamatory
2 e T |
The favour, which Mary openly

of the king’s murder "
bore to Bothwel, kept every one in awe; and the effedls
of this terror appeared more plainly in another tranfac-
tion, which enfued immediately upon the diffolution of
the parliament.
which the fubfcribers, after relating the acquittal of Both+
and mentioning a farther offer, which

A bond or affociation was framed ; in

wel by alegal trial,
he had made, to prove his innocence by fingle combat,
oblige themfelves, in cafe any perfon fhould afterwards
impute to- him the king’s murder, to defend him with
their whole power againft fuch calumniators. After this
promife, which implied no great affurance in Bothwel
of his own innocence, the fubfcribers mentioned the ne-
ceflity of their queen’s marriage, in order to {fupport the
government ; and they recommended Bothwel to her as
This paper was fubfcribed by all the cons
In a country, divided

a hufband ®,
fiderable nobility there prefent.
by violent factions, fucha concurrence in favour of one
nobleman, no-wife diftinguifhed above the reft, except
by his flagitious conduct, could never have been obtain=
ed, had not every one been certain, at leaft firmly pers
fuaded, that Mary was fully determined on this meafure s
Nor would fuch a motive have fufficed to influence meny
commonly fo ftubborn and untractable, had they not been
taken by furprize, been ignorant of each other’s fenti-
ments, and over-awed by the prefent power of the courty
and by the apprehenfions of farther violence, from per=
fons fo little governed by any principles of honour and
humanity. Even with all thefe circumftances, the fub-
feription to this paper may juftly be regarded as a reproach
to the nation,

1 Keith, p. 380: s Ibid. p. 38%,
% See note [I] at the end of the volume,
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Tae fubfequent meafures of Bothwel were equally pre-
cipitdte and audacious..” Mary having gore to Stirling to
pay.a vifit to her fon, he affembled a body of eight hun-
dred horfe, on pretence rof purfuing fome robbers on the
borders ; and having way-laid her on her return, he
feized her perfon near Edinburgh, and carried her to

TIX

C'H'AP,

XXXIX,
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1567,

Dunbar, with an avowed defign of forcing her to yield to24th April.

his purpofe. . Sir James Melvil, one of her retinue, was
carried along with her, and fays not, that he faw any.
figns of reluctance.or conftraint: He was even informed,
as he tells us, by Bothwel’s officers, that the whole
tranfaltion was,managed in concert with her’. A 'wo-
man, indeed, of that {pirit and refolution, which is ac=
knowledged to belong. to Mary, does not ufually, on
thefe occafions, give fuch marks of oppofition to reql vio=
lence, as can appear anywife doubtful or ambiguous.
Some of the nobility, however, in order to put matters
to farther trial, fent her a private meflage; iniwhich
they told her, that, if, in reality, fhe.lay. under force,
they would ufe all their efforts to refcue her. "Her an-
{wer was, that fhe had indeed been carried to Dunbar by
violence, but ever finice her. arrival:had been fo well
treated, that fhe willingly remained. with Bothwel *.
No one gave himfelf thenceforth any concern to relieve
er. from a captivity, which was believed to proceed en-
tirely from her own approbation and connivance.

Tu1s unufual condudt was at firft afcribed to Mary’s
fenfe of the infamy attending her purpofed marriage ; and
her defire of finding fome colour to glofs over the irregu-
larity of her condut. But a parden, given to Bothwel
a few days after, made the public carry their conjectures
fomewhat farther, In this deed, Bothwel received a par-
don for the violence committed on the queen’s perfon ;
and for all other crime; : A claufe, by which the murder

u M:lvil, p. 8e, W Sp: tfwood, p, 202,

of

o




I12

C H A P.of the king was indirectly forgiveh.
XXXIX ’

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

The rapé was then
vance, in order to

conjectured to bave been only a contri
afford 4 prétence for indirecly remitting a crime, of
which it would have appeared fcandalous to make openly
any mention *.

Tiksk events pafled with fuch rapidity, that men had
no leifure to admire fufficiently one incident, when they
rprized with 2 new one, equally rare atd uncom<
There fHll, Hotvever, remdined one difficulty;
which; it was not ealy to forefee, how the queen and
Bothwel, determined as they were to execute their {llame-
ful purpofe; could find ‘expedients  to ‘overcome. The
man, who had procured the fubfcription of the nobility
recommending him as a hufband to the quéen, and who
had acted this feeming violence on her petfon, in order
to force her cohfent, had been married two yéars before
€0 another womai ; to a woman of merit, of a noble fa-
mily, fifter to the éarl of Huntley. ~But perfons blinded
by paflion, and infatuated with crimes, foon fhake off all
appearance of decency. A fuit was commenced for a di-
vorce between Bothwel and his wifé; and this fuit was
openied at the fame inftant in two different, or rather op-
pofite cotirts; in the court of the archbifhop of St. And
drews, which was popifh, and governed itfelf by the
canof law; and in the new confiftorial or cominifariot
court, which was proteftant, and was regulated by the
principles of the reformed teéachers. The plea, advanced
in each court, was fo calculated as to fuit the principles
which there prevailed: In- the archbifhop’s court; the
pretence of confanguinity was employed, becaufe Both#
wel was related to his wife in the fourth degree; in the
commiflatiot court, the accufation of adultery was madé -
tfe of againft him. The parties tdo, who applied for thé
divoree, were differént in the different courts: Bothwel

wete {u

non.

% Anderfon, vol, ive part il p, 61,
was




ELIZABETH,

113

was the perfon who fued in the former; his wife in the C ¥ 4 P.

euocth o XX
latter.  And the fuit in both courts was opened, pleaded, :x_\

examined, and decided with the utmoft precipitation
and a fentence of divorce was pronounced in four days”,
THE divorce being thus obtained, it was thought pro-
per, that Mary fhould be conduéted to Edinburgh, and
thould there appear before the. courts of judicature, and
fhould acknowledge herfelf refored to entire freedom,
This was underftood to be contrived in a view of obvi-
ating all doubts with regard to the validity of her mar
riage. Orders were then given to publifh in the church
the banns bétween the queen and the duke of Orkney ;
for that was the title which he now bore ; and Craig, a
minifter of Edinburgh, was applied to for that purpofe.
This clergyman, not content with having refufed com-
pliance, publicly in his fermons condemned the mar-
riage ; and exhorted all who had accefs to the queen, to
give her their advice againft fo fcandalous an alliance.
Being called before the council, to anfwer for this li-
berty, he fhowed a courage, which might cover all the
nobles with fhame, on account of their tamenefs and
fervility. He faid, that, by the rules of the church, the
ear] of Bothwel, being convi&ted of adultery, could not
be permitted to marry; that the divorce between him
and his former wife was_plainly procured by collufion,
as appeared by the precipitation of the fentence, and
the fudden conclufion of his marriage with the queen ;
and that all the fufpicions which prevailed, with re~
gard to the king’s murder, and the queen’s concurrence
in the former rape, would thence receive undoubted
confirmation, He therefore exhorted Bothwel, who
was prefent, no longer to perfevere in his prefent
criminal enterprizes; and turning his difcourfe to the
other counfellors, he charged them to employ all their

¥ Anderfon, vol, ii, p. 28c.
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:nfluence with the queen, in order to divert her froma

meafure, which would load her with eternal infamy and

difhonour. Not fatisfied even with this admonition, he
took the firft opportunity of informing the public, from
the pulpit, of the whole trat ion, and exprefled to
them his fears, that, notwithftanding all remonftrances,
till obftinately bent on her fatal pur-
he faid, ¢ he had already difs

their fovereign was
wofes -t For himfelf,”
¢ charged his confcience, and yet again would take
¢ heaven and earth to witnefs, that he abhorred and de-

¢¢ tefted that marriage, as fcandalous and hateful in the

¢« fight of mankind : But fince the Great, as he peregiv=

¢ ed, either by their flattery or filence, gave countenance
< to the meafure, he befought the Faithful to pray fera
<¢ yently to the Almighty, that a refolution, taken con-
< trary to all law, reafon, and good confcience, might,
¢ by the divine blefling, be turned to the comfort and
¢ henefit of the church and kingdom.” Thefe fpeeches
offended the court extremely; and Craig was anew fums
moned before the council, to anfwer for his temerity, in
thus paffing the bounds of his commif®on., But he told
them, that the bounds of his commiffion were the word
of God, good laws, and natural reafon ; and were the
queen’s marriage tried by any of thefe ftandards, it would
appear infamous and difhonourable, and would be fo
efteemed by the whole world., The council were fo over=
awed by this heroic behaviour in a private clergyman,
that they difmiffed bim without farther cenfure or punifhs
ment 7,

" Bur though this tranfation might have recalled Both-
wel and the queen of Scots from their infatuation, and
might have inftructed them in the difpofitions of the peo=
ple, as well as in their own inability to oppofe themj
they were @ill refolute to rufh forward, to their own ma=

= Spotfwood, pi 203 Anderfon, vol.ii, p, 280,

nifeft

e




EL'1Z A B ETH, 115

fifeft deftruion. The marriage was folemnized by the CHAP,
’ A 2 XXXIiX,
bithop of Orkney, a proteftant, who was afterwards de= ___ »
pofed by the church for this fcandalous compliance. Few 1567
o1 o 15th -May,
of the nobility appeared at the ceremony : ‘They had,
moft of them, either from fhame or fear, retired to their
own houfes, The French ambaflador, Le Croc, an
aged gentleman of honour and chara&er, could not be
prevailed on, though a dependant of the houfe of Guife, Queen of
to countenance the marriage by his prefence®, Elizabeth :cc;%:':“r_“
emonftrated, by friendly letters and meflages, againft wel
the marriage®: The court of France made like oppofi=
tion ; but Mary, though on zll other occafions fhe was
extremely obfequious to the advice of her relations in that
country, was here determined to pay no regard to their
opinion.
THE news of thefe tranfallions, being cartied to foreign
Countries, filled Europe with amazement, and threw in-
famy, notonly on the principal ‘aors in them, but alfo
on the whole nation, who feemed, by their fubmiffion and
filence, and even by their declared approbation; to give
their fanétion to thefe feandalous prafticese. 'The Scots,
who refided abroad, met with fuch reproaches, that they
durft no where appear in public; and they earneftly ex-
horted their countrymen at home, to free them from the
public odium, by bringing to condign punifhment the au-
thors of fuch atrocious crimes. This intelligence, with
a little more leifure for refle&ion, roufed men from
their lethargy ; and the rumours, which, from the very
beginning?, had been {pread againit Mary, as if fhe had
concurred in the king’s murder, feemed now, by the
{ubfequent tranfaions, to have receivedia ftrong confir-
mation and authority. It was every where faid, that even

2 Spotfwood, p.203. Melvil, p. 82. b Keith, p. 592,
Digges, p. 14. ¢ Melvil, p. 82. Keith, p. 462,/ Anderfon,
vol. i, p. 128, 134, 4 Crawford, p, 11, Keith, Pref. p. g.
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d direé proofs had as yet been

&xi produced of the queen’s guilt, the whole tenor of her late
1567. condué was fufficient, not only to beget fufpicion, but

to produce entire conviction againft her : That her fud-

den refolution of being reconciled to her hufband, whom
before fhe had long and juftly hated ; ber bringing him to
court, from which fhe had banifthed him by negleéts and
rigours ; her fitting up feparate apartments for him ; were
all of them circumftances, which, though trivial in them=
felves, yet, being compared with the fubfequent events,
bore a very unfavourable afpe@ for her : That the leaft
which, after the king’s murder, might have been expetted
in her fituation, was a more than ufual caution in her
meafures, and an extreme anxiety to punifh the real affaf-
fins, in order to free herfelf from all reproach and fufpi-
cion : That no woman, who had any regard to her cha-
ra&er, would allow a man, publicly accufed of her huf-
band’s murder, fo much as to approach her prefence, far
le(s give him a (hare in her counfels, and endow him with
favour and authority: That an acquittal, merely in the
abfence of accufers, was very ill-fitted to fatisfy the pub-
lic; efpecially if that abfence proceeded from a defigned
precipitation of the fentence, and from the terror, which
her known friendfhip for the criminal had infufed into
every one : That the very mention of her marriage to fuch
a perfon, in fuch circumftances, was horrible; and the
contrivances of extorting a confent from the nobility, and
of concerting a rape, were grofs artifices, more proper t0
difcover her guilt than prove her innocence : That where
2 woman thus fhews a confcioufnefs of merited reproach
and, inftead of correcting, provides only thin gloffes to
cover, her exceptionable conduct, fhe betrays a neglect
of fame, which muft either be the effeét or the caufe of
the moft fhameful enormities : That to efpoufe a man, Who
had, a few days before, been fo feandaloufly divorced from
his
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his wife ; who, to fay the leaft, was believed to have, alc H A P,
few months before, aflaflinated ber hufband, was fo con-, XXXIX',
trary to the plaineft rules of behaviour, that no pretence 1567,
of indifcretion or imprudence could account for fuch a
conduct: Thata woman, who, fo foon after her hufband’s
death, though not attended with any extraordinary cir-
cumftances, contrats a marriage, which might, in itfelf,
be the moft blamelefs, cannot efcape fevere cenfure; but
one who overlooks, for her pleafure, fo many other weighty
confiderations, was equally capable, in gratifying her ap-
petites, to negleft every regard to honour and huma-
nity : That Mary was not ignorant of the prevailing
opinion of the public, with regard to her own guilt, and
of the inferences which would every where be drawn
from her condu&; and therefore, if fhe ftill continued to
purfue meafures which gave fuch juft offence, fhe rati-
fied, by her actions, as much as fhe could by the moft
formal confeflion, all the furmizes and imputations of
her enemies : That a prince was here murdered in the
face of the world ; Bothwel alone was fufpected and ac-
cufed ; if he were innocent, nothing could abfolve him,
either in Mary’s eyes or thofe of the public, but the de-
teGtion and conviction of the real aflaflin ; yet no enquiry
was made to that purpofe, though a parliament had been
aflembled ; the {overeign and wife was here plainly filent
from guilt, the people from terror: That the only cir-
cumftance, which oppofed all thefe prefumptions or ra-
ther proofs, was, the benignity and goodnefs of her
preceding behaviour; which feemed to remove her from
all fufpicions of fuch atrocious inhumanity; but that the
chara&ers of men were extremely variable, and perfons,
guilty of the worft attions, were not always naturally of
the worft and moft criminal difpofitions : That 2 woman
who, in a critical and dangerous moment, had facrificed
her honour to a man of abandoned principles, might
13 thencefarth
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thenceforth be led blindfeld by him to the commiffion of
the moft enormous crimes, and was in reality no longer
at her own difpofal : And that, though one fuppofition

was il left to alleviate her blame, namely, that Both-
wel, prefuming on her affeGion towards him, had of
himfelf committed the crime, and had never communi-
cated it to her, yet {fuch a fudden and paffionate love toa
man, whom fhe had long known, could not eafily be ac-
counted for, without fuppoﬁu ; fome degree of preceding
guilt ; and as it appeared, that fhe was not afterwards re-

ftrained, cither by fhame or prudence, from incurring the

higheft reproach and danger, it was not likely that a
fenfe of duty or humanity would have a more powerful
influence quer her.

Tuese were the fentiments which prevailed through-
out Scotland; and as the proteftant teachers, who had
great authority, had long borne an animofity to Mary,
the opinion of her guilt was, by that means, the more
widely diffufed, and made the deeper impreflion on the
people. Some attempts, made by Bothwel, and, as is
pretended, with her confent, to get ‘the young prince
into his power, excited the moft ferious attention ; and
the principal nobility, even many of thofe. who had
formerly been conftrained to fign the application in favour
of Bothwel’s marriage met at Stirling, and formed an
affociation for protefling the prince, and punifhing the
king’s murderers °. The earl of Athole himfelf, a known

catholic, was the firft author of this confederacy: The
earls of Argyle, Morton, Marre, Glencarne, the lords
Boyd, Lumuc], Hume, Semple, Kirkaldy of Grange,
Tulibardine, and fecretary Lidington,  entered zealoufly
into it. The earl of Murray, forefeeing fuch turbulent
times, and being defirous to keep free of thefe dangerous

& Keith, p. 3944
5 faétions,
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faltions, had, fome time before, defired and obtained Cx?( AP,

; : SRR XX,
Mary’s permifiion to retire into France. Nt
Lorp Hume was firft in arms; and leading a body 3567

- Jafurrec~

of eight hundred horfe, fuddenly environed the queen of tions in
Scots and Bothwel, in the caftle of Borthwic. Theysc"dand'
found means of making their efcape to Dunbar; while
the confederate lords were affembling their troops at
Edinburgh, ‘and taking meafures to effe their purpofe.
Had Bothwel been fo prudent as to keep within the
fortrefs of Dunbar, his enemies muft have difperfed
for want of pay and fubfiftance; but hearing that the
affociated lords were fallen into diftrefs, he was fo rafh 15th Juse.
as to take the field, and advance towards them. The
armies met at Carberry Hill, about fix miles from Edin~
burgh ; and Mary foon became fenfible, that her own
troops difapproved of her caule, and were averfe to {pill
their bleod in the quarrelf. After fome bravadoes of
Bothwel, where he difcovered very little courage, fhe faw
no refource but that of holding a conference with Kirk-
aldy of Grange, and of putting herfelf, upon fome ge-
neral promifes, into the hands of the confederates. She
was conducted to Edinburgh, amidft the infults of the
populace; who reproached her with her crimes, and
even held before her eyes, which way foever fhe turned,
a banner, on which were painted the murder of her
hufband, and the diftrefs of her infant fon®, Mary,
overwhelmed with her calamities, had recourfe to tears
and lamentations. ~Meanwhile, Bothwel, during her
conference with Grange, fled unattended to Dunbar;
and fitting out a few fmall thips, fet fail for the Orkneys,
where he fubfifted during fome time by piracy. He was
purfued thither by Grange, and his fhip was taken, with
feveral of his fervants, who afterwards difcovered all the
circumftances of the king’s murder, and were punithed

f Keith, p, 402, Spotfwood, p. 207. E Melvil, p, 83, 84.
Ig for
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CH A P. for the crimeb, Bothwel himfelf efcaped in a boat, an&

XKXXIX.

« — found means to get a paflage to Denmark, where he was

1567,

Imprifen-
ment of

Mary.

thrown into prifon, loft his fenfes, and died miferably
about ten years after: An end worthy of his ﬂagiti0u§
condu& and behaviour.

THE queen of Scots, now in the hands of an enraged
falion, met with {uch treatment as a fovereign may na-
turally expe@t from fubjeéts, who have their future fecu-
rity to provide for, as well as their prefent animofity to
gratify. It is pretended, that fhe behaved with a fpirit
very little fuitable to her condition, avowed her inviolable
attachment to Bothwel i, and even wrote him a letter, which
the lords intercepted, where fhe declared, that fhe would
endure any extremity, nay, refign her dignity and crown
itfelf, rather than relinquifh his affections . The mal-
contents, finding the danger to which they were expofed,
in cafe Mary thould finally prevail, thought themfelves
obliged to proceed with rigour againft ber; and they
fent her next day under a guard to the caftle of Lochle-
vin, fituated in a lake of that name. The miftrefs of the
houfe was mother to the earl of Murray ; and as fhe pre-
tended to have been lawﬂilly married to the late king of
Scots, fhe naturally bore an animofity to Mary, and
treated her with the utmoft harthnefs and feverity.

EvrizaseTH, who was fully informed of all thofe in-
cidents, feemed touched with compafiion towards the un-
fortunate queen ; and all her fears and jealoufies bemg
now laid afleep, by the confideration of that ruin and in-
famy, in which Mary’s condu& had involved her, the
began to reflect on the inflability of human affairs, the
precarious ftate of royal grandeur, the danger of encou-

B Anderfon, vol.ii. p. 165, 166, &c. ¥ Keith, p. 419.

k ‘Melvil, p. 84. The reality of this letter appears fomewhat difputable ;
chiefly becanfe Murray and his affuciates never mentioned it in their accufa-
m)n of her before queen Elizabeth's c¢ommiflioners,’

raging
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yaging rebellious fubjedts; and fhe refolved to employC H)?:{XP'
her authority for alleviating the calammes of her unhap- k....._\,_l
py kin{woman. She fent Sir Nicholas Throgmorton ¥#567.
ambaffador to Scotland; in order to remonflrate both
with Mary and the aflociated lords; and fhe gave him
inftruétions, which, though mixed with fome lofty pre-
tenfions, were full of that good fenfe which was fo na-
tural to her, and of that generofity which the prefent in-
terefting conjuncture had called forth. She empowered
him to declire in her name to Mary, that the late con-
duct of that princefs, fo enormous, and in every refpe&
fo unjuftifiable, had given her the higheft offence; and
though fhe felt the movements of pity towards her, the
had once determined neyer to interpofe in her affairs,
either by advice or afliftance, but to abandon her entirely,
as a perfon whofe condition was totally defperate, and
honour irretrievable: That fhe was well affured, that
other foreign princes, Mary’s near relations, had embraced
the fame refolution ; but, for her part, the late events
had touched her heart with more tender fympathy, and
had made her adopt meafures more favourable to the li-
berty and interefts of the unhappy queen: That the was
determined not to fee her opprefled by her rebellious fub-
jeé’cs, but would employ all her good offices, and even
her power, to redeem her from captivity, and place her
in fuch a condition as would at once be compatible with
her dignity, and the fafety of her fubje@s: That fhe
conjured her to lay afide all thoughts of revenge, except
againft the murderers of her hufband ; and as fhe herfelf
was his near relation, fhe was better entitled than the
fubjects of Mary to interpofe her authority on that
head, and fhe therefore befought that princefs, if fhe had
any regard to her own honour and fafety, not to oppofe
fo juft and reafonable a demand: That after thofe two
Pom's were prondr’d for, her own liberty, and the pu-

mfhment
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€ H A P, nifhment of her hufband’s aflaffins, the fafety of her
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. infant fon was next to be confidered ; and there feemed

1567,

no expedient more proper for that purpofe, than fending
him to be educated in England: And that, befides the
fecurity, which would attend his removal from a feene
of faGion and convulfions, there were maty other bene-
ficial confequences, which it was cafy to forefee as the
refult of hiseducation in that country?,

THE remonftrances, which Throgmaton was in-
firufted to make to the aflociated lords, were entirely -
conformable to thefe fentiments, which Eizabeth enter-
tained in Mary’s favour. She empowerel him to tell
them, that, whatever blame fhe might thiow on Mary’s
conduél, any oppofition to their fovereiga was totally
unjuftifiable, and incompatible with all ader and good
government : That it belonged not to thom to reform,
much lefs to punith, the mal-adminiftntion of their
prince; and the only arms, which fubjecs could in any
cafe lawfully employ againft the fupreme aithority, were
entreaties, counfels, and reprefentations : That if thefe ex-
pedients failed, they were next to appeal ly their prayéfs
to Heaven; and to wait with patience tillthe Almighty,
in whofe hands are the hearts of princs, fhould be
pleafed to turn them to juflice and to mercy. = That fhe
inculcated not this do&trine, becaufe fhe lerfelf was in-
terefted in its obfervance; but becaufe it vas univerfally
received in all well governed ftates, and was effential to
the prefervation of civil fociety : That fherequired them
to reftore their queen to liberty; and premifed, in that
cafe, to cencur with them in all proper expedients for
regulating the government, for punithing tie king’s mur-
derers, and for guarding the life and libert; of the infant
prince: And that if the fervices, which fhe had lately
regdered the Scottith nation, in protectirg them from

1 Keith, p. 411, 432, &c,
foreign
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foreign ufirpation, were duly confidered by them, they C‘,U"?XP.
would repde confidence in her good offices, and wou]d \:::h_l
efteem thenfelves blame-worthy, in having hitherto made 1567+
no applicaton to her™.

EvizaeiTH, befides thefe remonftrances, fent, by
Throgmoron, fome articles of accommodation, which
he was topropofe to both parties, as expedients for the
fettlement of public affairs; and though thefe articles
contained [ome important reftraints on the fovereign
power, the were in the main calculated for Mary’s ad-
;_vantage, aid were fufficiently indulgent to her . The
affociated ords, who determined to proceed with greater
feverity, were apprehenfive of Elizabeth’s partiality; and
being .1‘cnﬁ)l~c, that Mary would take courage from the
protection »f that powerful princefs©, they thought pro-
per, after everal affe€ted delays, to refufe the Englith
ambafladorall accefs to her, There were four different
fchemes pnpofed in Scotland, for the treatment of the
captive quen : One, that fhe fhould be reftored to her
authority under very ftri limitations: The fecond,
that fhe flould be obliged to refign her crown to the
prince, bebanifthed the kingdom, and be confined either
to Franceor England; with aflurances from the fove-
reign, in vhofe dominions fhe fhould refide, that fhe
fhould mate no attempts to the difturbance of the efta-
blithed gowrnment : The third, that the thould be pub-
licly tried for her crimes, of which her enemies pre-
tended to have undoubted proof, and be fentenced to
perpetual mprifonment: The fourth was fill more fe-
vere, and required, that, after her trial and condemna-
tion, capitl punifhment fhould be infli¢ted upon her®,
Throgmoron fupported the mildeft propofal; but though
he promifd his miftrefs’s guarantee for the performance

m Keith, | 414, 415: 429, n Ibid. p. 416, o Ibid. p. 427,
p Ibid, p. go.

of
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€ H A P.of articles, threatened the ruling party with immediate
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w_'_,vengeance in cafe of refufal®, and warned them not to

1567,

draw on themfelves, by their violence, the public re-
proach, which now lay upon their queen; he found, that,
excepting fecretary Lidington, he had not the good for-
tune to convince any of the leaders. All counfels feemed
to tend towards the more fevere expedients; and the
preachers, in particular, drawing their examples from
the rigorous maxims of the Old Teftament, which can
only be warranted by particular revelations, inflamed
the minds of the people againft their unhappy fove-
reign’,

TuERE were feveral pretenders to the regency of the
young prince, after the intended depofition of Mary,
The earl of Lenox claimed that authority as grandfather
to the prince: The duke of Chatelrault, who was ab-
fent in France, had pretenfions as next heir to the crown:
But the greateft number of the affociated lords inclined
to the earl of Murray, in whofe capacity they had en-
tire truft, and who poffefled the confidence of the
preachers and more zealous reformers. All meafures
being therefore concerted, three inftruments were fent ta
Mary, by the hands of lord Lindfey and Sir Robert
Melvil; by one of which fhe was to refign the crown in
favour of her fon, by another to appoint Murray regent,
by the third to name a council, which fhould admini-
fter the government till his arrival in Scotland. The
queen of Scots, feeing no profped of relief, lying jutly
under apprehenfions for her life, and believing, thatno
deed, which the executed during her captivity, could be
valid, was prevailed on, after a plentiful cffufion of
tears, to fign thefe three inftruments; and fhe took not
the trouble of infpeling any one of them®. In confe=

q Keith, p» 428. r Ibid. p. 422. 426,

; s Melvil, ps 85
Spotfwood, p. 211, _Anderfon, vol, iiie ps 19, ¥

quence
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quence of this forced refignation, the young prince was € ;XAX\XP.
proclaimed king, by the name of James VI. He was S
foon after crowned at Stirling, and the ear]l of Morton 13567,
took in his name the coronation-oath ; in which a pro-79th 49
mife to extirpate herefy was not forgotten. Some re-
publican pretenfions, in favour of the people’s power,
were countenanced in this ceremony *; and a coin was
foon after ftruck, on which the famous faying of Tra-
jan was infcribed, Pro me; fi merear, in me: For me;
if I deferve it, againft me®, Throgmorton had orders
from his miftrefs not to affift at the coronation of the
king of Scots .

THE council of regency had not long occafion to ex-
ercife their authority. The earl of Murray arrived from
France, and took pofleffion of his high office. He paid
a vifit to the captive queen; and {poke to her in a man-
ner which better fuited her paft condu& than her prefent
condition. This harfh treatment quite extinguifhed in her
breaft any remains of affection towards him*, Murray
proceeded afterwards’to break, in a more public manner,
all terms of decency with her. He fummoned a parlia-
ment ; and that affembly, after voting, that fhe was un-
doubtedly an accomplice in her hufband’s murder, con-
demned her to imprifonment, ratified her demiffion of
the crowh, and acknowledged her fon for king, and
Murray for regent”. The regent, a man of vigour and
abilities, employed himfelf fuccefsfully in reducing the
kingdom. He bribed Sir James Balfour to furrender the
caftle of Edinburgh: He confirained the garrifon of:
Dunbar to open their gates: And he demolithed that
fortrefs,

BuT though every thing thus bore a favourable afpeét
to the new government, and all men feemed to acquiefce

15th Dec,

t Keith, p. 439, 440. u Ibid. p. 440. Append, p. 150. w-Ibid,
P 430¢ x Melvil, p. 87, Keith, p, 445, ¥ Anderfon,
wel, ii, py 206, & feq,
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€ H A P. in Murray’s authority ; a violent revolution, however nes

XXXIX.
K ot ceflary,

1567,

1563,

can never be effefted without great difcontents;
and it was not likely, that, in a country, where the
government, in its moft fettled ftate, poffefled a very
disjointed authority, a new eftablithment fhould meet
with no interruption or difturbance. Few confiderable
men of the nation feemed willing to fupport Mary, fo
long as Bothwel was prefent ; but the removal of that
obnoxious nobleman had altered the fentiments of many.
The duke of Chatelrault, being difappointed of the re«
gency, bore no good will to Murray ; and the fame fen«
timents were embraced by all his numerous retainers:
Several of the nobility, finding that others had taken the
lead among the affociators, formed a faction apart, and
oppofed the prevailing power: And befides their “being
moved by fome remains of duty and affection towards
Mary, the malcontent lords, obferving every thing car-
ried to extremity againft her, were naturally led to em=
brace her caufe, and fhelter themfelves under her autho-
rity. All who retained any propenfity to the catholic
religion, were induced to join this party; and even the
people in general, though they had formerly either de-
tefted Mary’s crimes, or blamed her imprudence, were
now inclined to compaflionate her prefent fituation, and
lamented, that a peifon, poflefled of fo many amiable
accomplithments, joined to fuch high dignity, fhould
be treated with f{uch extreme feverity 2. Animated by
all thefe motives, many of the principal nobility, now
adherents to the queen of Scots, met at Hamilton, ‘and
concerted meafures for fupporting the caufe of that prin=
cefs.

W HiLE thefe humours were in fermentation, Mary was
employed in. contrivances for effecting her efcape ; and

# Buchanap, lib, xviii. G 53

fhe
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fhe engaged, by ber charms and carefles, a young genC H 4 P,
tleman, George Douglas, brother to the laird of Lochle- k_____\,_li,
vin, to affilt her in that enterprize. She even went fo 1568
far as to give him hopes of efpoufing her, after her mar-
riage with Bothwel fhould be diffolved on the piea of
force ; and fhe propofed this expedient to the regent, who
rejected it.  Douglas, however, perfevered in his endea-
vours to free her from captivity; and having all cppor-
tunities of accefs to the houfe, he was at laft fuccefsful
in the undertaking, He conveyed her in difguife into2d May,’
a fmall boat, and himfelf rowed her athore. She haft-
ened to Hamilton ; and the news of her arrival in that
place being immediately fpread abroad, many of the no
bility flocked to her with their forces. A bond of affo-
ciation for her defence was figned by the earls of A Argyle
Huntley, Eglington, Cr“w”)xi Caffilis s, Rothes, l\don—
trofe, Sutherland, Errol, nine b:ﬂmps, and nine barons
befides many of the moft confiderable gentry® And
in a few days an army, to the number of fix thoufand
men, were aflembled under her ffandard.

Er1zABETH was no fooner informed of Mary’s efcape,

than fhe difcovered her refolution of perfevering 1n the

e
o
fame generous and friendly meafures, which the had

bitherto purfued. If fhe had not employed force againft

the regent, during the i ifonment of that princefs, fhe

had been chiefly x-z:mLm 1 by the fear of pufhing him to
greater extremities againft her®; but the |
the court of France an expedient, which, though lefs

propofed to

¢

violent, would have been no lefs eFe&ual for her fervie
She defired that France and England 1,-101:;(! by concert
cut off all commerce with the Scots, ti t hey thould do
Juﬁlce to their injured fovereign <. She now difpatched
Leighton into Scotland to offer both her good offices,
and the affiftance of her forces, to Mary ; but as the ap-
a Keith, p, 475. b Ibid, p. 463, Cabala, p, 141, ¢ Keith,

P 462,
prehended
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€ H A P.prehended the entrance of French troops into the king-
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15683,

25th May,

Mary flies
into Eng-
tand,

dom, fhe defired that the controverfy btween the queen
of Scots and her fubjeéts might by tht princefs be re<
ferred entirely to her arbitration, and thit no foreign fuc-
cours thould be introduced into Scotlanl ‘. :
Burt Elizabeth had not leifure to exet fully her efforts
in favour of Mary. The regent made hafte to affemble
forces ; and notwithftanding that his amy was inferior
in number to that of the queen of Sots, he took the
field againft her. A battle was foughtat Langfide near
Glafgow, which was entirely decifivein favour of the
regent; and though Murray, after hi viCtory, ftopped
the bloodfhed, yet was the action folowed by a total
difperfion of the queen’s party. Thatunhappy princefs
fled fouthwards from the field of battlewith great preci-
pitation, and came, with a few attendaits, to the borders
of England. She here deliberated comerning her next
meafures, which would probably prov: fo important to
her future happinefs or mifery, She bund it impoffible
to remain in her own kingdom : She hd an averfion, in
her prefent wretched condition, to reurn into France,
where fhe had formerly appeared with fcmuch fplendoury
and the was not, befides, provided witi a veflel, which
could fafely convey her thither: Thelate generous be-
haviour of Elizabeth made her hope fir prote&ion, and
even affiftance, from that quarterc;and as the pre
fent fears from her domeftic enemies were the moft ur=
gent, the overlooked all other confidrations, and em=
braced the refolution of taking thelterin England. She
embarked on board a fithing-boat in Gdloway, and land-
ed the fame day at Woirkington in Cimberland, about
thirty miles from Carlifle ; whence fhe immediately dif-
patched a meflenger to London ; notiying her arrival,

d Keith, p. 473. in the notes, Anderfon, vol, i, p, 26.

e Jebb's
Colletion, vol, is p, 420, :

defiring
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, = IR XX
tection, in confiquéiice of former profcflions of friendthip, ___

made her c{ that princefs, 1568,
Ev12ABETH now found herfelf in a fituation, when
it was become 1eceffary to take fome decifive refolution
with regard to ler treatment of the queen of Scots ; and
as fhe had hitherto, contrary to the opinion of Cecil, at-
tended more to :he motives of generofity than of policy f;
fhe was engagec by that prudent minifter to weigh anew
all the confideraiions, which cccurred in this critical con-
jun&ure. He rzprefented, that the party, which'had de«
throned Mary, and had at prefent aflumed the govern-
mentof Scotland, was always attached to the Englifh al-
liance, and wat engaged, by all the motives of religion
and of intereft, to petfevere in their conne@ions “with
Elizabeth: Thit though Murray and his friends might
complain of fome unkind ufage during their banifhment
in England, th:y would eafily forget thefe grounds of
quarrel, when they refle@ed, that Elizabeth was the
enly ally, on wiom they could fafely rely, and that their
own queen, by her attachment to the catholic faith, and
by her other cannetions, excluded them entirely from
thé friendfhip «f France, and even from that of Spain ¢
That Mary, on the other hand, even before her violent
bteach with her proteftant fubjects, wasin fecret entirely
governed by the counfels of the houfe of Guife; much
more, would fte implicitly comply with their views,
when, by her own ill condu&, the power of that family and
of the Zealous atholics was become her fole refource and
fecurity : That her pretenfions to the Englith crown
would render her a dangerous inflrument in their hands
and, were fhe oirce able to fupprefs the proteftants in hey
own kingdom, the would unite the Secottith and Englith
catholics, with thofe of all foreign flates, in a confedea

deﬁring leave (;,g?t Elizabeth, and craving her pro-C H A P.

f Cabala, p. 146.
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1 Flizabeth, therefois, tog roceed with
s i ) ']

ing her rival to tjﬁthronc,

enterpri LL, if undertaken,
alone, and that fully
/ided for the reformers
tion in Scotland: That above all, it was

o guard carcfully the perfon of that princefs ;
ted referve in the Englifh friend=

. finding this unexpected Ic
1d fudde take the refolution of flying into
_d fhould attempt by foreign force to IECONSE

-~ her authority : That her defperate fortunes
and broken reputation fitted her for any attempt; and her
refentment, when {he fhould find herfelf thus deferted by
the quecn, would concug with her ambition and her bi-

_d render her an unrelenting, as well as powerfuly
(:m::‘n'/ to the Englifh government: That if the were
6nee: abroad,:in the hands of enterprifing catholics, the
attack-en E n”mnu would appear to her as eaiy as that on
Seotland 3 and the only m ethod, fhe muft imagine, of reco-
vering her native kingdom, would beto acquire that crowi,
to which fhe would deem herfelf equally intitled : That
erality in fuch interefting fituations, though it might
retended, could never without the moft extreme
, be upheld by the queen; and the detention of
Mary was cqually xc&iulﬁtc, whether the power of Eng-
land were to be employed in her favour, or againft her:
“That nothing, mouu, was more becoming a great prince

P §
than generofity ; yet the fuggeftions of this noble principle

could never, without imprudence, be confulted in fuch
delicate circumftances as thofe in which the queen ‘Was
at prefent placed ; where her own fafety and the interefts
of ‘her people were ultimately concerned in every refolu-
tfion ‘which fhe embraced : That though the example of

“fuccefsful rebellion, efpecially in aneig Hbuur«g” countrys
4 could



could no wife be agreeable to AP
1 ~ i e

imprudence had been { ) b S

€normous, 1 568,

p'wvncmon could no longer

againft other princes: That it was firlt neceffary for
Elizabeth to afcertain, in a regular and fatisfallory >

ner, the extent of Mary’s :_"*'irﬁ and thence to d

o

the degree of proteftion, which fhe ought

againft her difcontented fubjects : ‘That as no glory could

furpafs that of defending oppreffed “innocencs, ‘it was
equally infamous to patronize vice and murder on the
throne ; and the contagion of fuch dithonour would ex-
tend itfelf to all who countenanced or fupported it: And
that, if the crimes of the Scottith pr:ncezs thould, on
enquiry, appear as great and certain as was affirmed
and believed, every meafure againft her, which policy
fhould diétate, would thence be ‘juftified; or if fhe
fhould be found innocent, every enterprize, which friend-
fhip fhould infpire, would be acknowledged laudable and
glorious.

AGREEABLY to thefe views, Elizabeth refolved to pro-
ceed in a feemingly generous, butreally cautious manner;
with the queen of Scots; and the immediately fent or-
ders to lady Scrope, fifter to the duke of Norfolk, a lady

who lived in the neighbourhoed, to attend on that prin-

i

cefs. Soon after, fhe difpatched to her lord Scroj
felf, warden of the marches, and Sir Francis Knol’
vice chamberlain. They found Mary already lodged 511
the caftle of Carlifle; and after exprefling the queen’s
fympathy with her in her late misfortunes, they told her,
that her requeft of being allowed to vifit their fovereign,
and of being admitted to her prefence, could not at pre-
fent be complied with: Till fhe had cleared herfelf of her
hufband’s murder, of which the was fo ftrongly accufed,
Elizabeth could not without difhenour fhow her any
K2 coutt=
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{o near a kinfman . So unexpe
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into tears; and the necefli

herfelf to her fi
mit her caufe to the ar
Two days after the fent lor

Jetter to the fame purpofe.

Tuis conceflion,

witho
pe&ed and

difFerent to the affaflination of
&Qed a check threw Mary
ty of her fituation extorted
from her a declaration, that fhe would willingly juftify
fter from all imputations, and would fub-
bitration of fo good a friend*%

d Herreis to London with

which Mary could fcarcely avoid,
ut an acknowledgment of guilt, was the point ex-
defired by Elizabeth : She immediately dif

patched Midlemore to the regent of Scotland ; requiring
him both to defift from the farther profecution of his

queen’s party,

his condué with regard to her.
ftartled at receiving a meflage, fo violent and imperious;
but as his domeftic enemies were numerous and powerful,
and England was the fole ally, which he could expeét

among foreign nations,

and fend fome perfons to London to juftify
Murray might juftly be

he was refolved rather to digeﬁ

the affront than provoke Elizabeth by a refufal. He alfo

confidered,

that, though that queen had hitherto ap-

peared partial to Mary, many political motives evidently
engaged her to fupport the king’s caufe in Scotlandj
and it was not to be doubted but fo penctrating a prifi=
cels would in the end difcover this intereft, and would at
leaft afford him a patient and equitable hearing. He
therefore replied, that he would himfelf take a journcy
to England, attended by other commiffioners ; and would
willingly fubmit the determination of his caufe to Eliza-

beth i,

Lorp Herreis now perceived, that his miftrels had
advanced too far in her conceflions: He endeavoured to
maintain, that Mary could not, without diminution of

£ Ander{on, vol. ive ps 544 664 82, 83. 86,
1 Ibid. p. 33165

551 874

Rk Ibid, p. 700

hey
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ther royal dignity, fubmit to a conteft with her rebellious C H A P.
XXXIX.

fubJeé’cs before a foreign prince ; and he required either
prefent aid from England, or liberty for his queen to pafs 2555
over into France. Being prefled, however, with the for=
mer agreement before the Englith council, he again re-
newed his confent; but in a few days he began anew to
recoil ; and it was with fome difficulty that he was
brought to acquiefce in the firft determination ¥, Thefe
fu&tuations, which were inceflantly renewed, fhowed his
vifible reluétance to the meafures purfued by the court of
England.

THE queen of Scots difcovered no lefs averfion to the
trial propofed ; and it required all the artifice and pru-
dence of Elizabeth to make her perfevere in the agree-
ment, to which fhe had at firft confented. This latter
princefs ftill faid to her, that fhe defired not, without
Mary’s confent and approbation, to enter into the quef-
tion, and pretended only as a friend to hear her juftifica-
tion: That fhe was confident there would be found no
difficulty in refuting all the calumnies of her enemies ;
and even if her apology fhould fall thort of full convic-
tion, Elizabeth was determined to fupport her caufe, and
procure her fome reafonable terms of accommodation :
And that it was never meant, that the fliould be cited to
a trial on the accufation of her rebellious fubje&s; but
on the cantrary, that they fhould be fummoned to appear
and to juftify themfelves for their conduct towards her !
Allured by thefe plaufible profeffions, the queen of Scots
agreed to vindicate herfelf by her own commiflioners, be-
fore commiflioners appointed by Elizabeth,

During thefe tranfalions, lord Scrope and Sir Fran-
cis Knolles, who refided with Mary at Carlifle, had lei-
fure to ftudy her charater, and to make report of it to
Elizabeth, Unbroken by her misfortunes, refoluge in

k Anderfon, p, 16—~—20. 1 Ibid, p. 11, 12, 13. YoOg, ¥tO.
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rprizes, fhe afpired to no-
’x\m:inwd to endure any ex=

culty, and to try every for-
her caufe, or yield the fuperis
i' nu 1ting, affable ; fhe

oa .:\..vxl

tune, rather than

ority to

] even tc - recourfe to infidels and barbarians, ra-
ainft her perfecutors, it was

02

th
eafy ¢ ref to which her charms, her
fpirit, her addrefs, if a]"w“‘.rcg to operate with their full

"“The court of Engl land,

force, woulid expole them ™,

ore, who, under pretence of guarding her, had al-

ther
her prifoner, were determined

risilance. As Carlifle, by

to watc ater vi
fituat lers, afforded her great opportu=
ities of cont her efcape, they removed her to

) Scrope’s in Yorkfhire: And the
the controver{y between her and the Scottifh na-

Lic

tion was regarded -as a fubjeét more momentous o Eli-
fecurity and in(cre{m, than it had hitherto been

miffioners, appointed by the Englifh coutt
on of this great caufe, were the dukeof
Norfolk, the earl of Suffex; and Sir Ralph Sadler ; and
k was named as the place of conference. Lefley,
of Rofs, the lords Herreis, Levingftone, and

% C h three pcrfuns more, appeared as commiffion=
court, from the quecn of Scots. The earl of Murray, Ie-
ent, the earl of Morton, the bithop of Orkney, lord
indefey, and the abbot of Dumf fermling were appomted
commiflioners from the king and kingdom of Scotland.
Secretary Lidington, G;orgc Buchanan, the famous poct
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and hifteriany with fome others, were named as their
affiftants. ey

IT was a great circumftance in El

1

fhe was thus chofen umpire between the fadiions. of a

neighbouring kingdom, which had, during
ries, entertained the moft violent jealoufy and
againft England ; and her felicity was equally rare, in
having the fortunes and fame of fodangcious arival, who
had long given her the greateft inquicaudc, now entircly
at her difpofal. - Some circumftances of her late conduct
had difcovered a byafs towards the fide of Mary : Her
prevailing interefts 1Cd her to favour the enemies of that

princefs: The profeflions of impartiality, which fhe had
fo far fuc-

made, were open and frequent; and fhe had

ceeded, that each fide accufe d her comi of par-
tiality towards. their adverfaries ", She herfelf appears,

f

by the inftructions given them, to have fixed no plan for

the decifion 3 but fhe knew, that the advantages, which

the fhould reap, muft be great, whatever iﬂm, the caufe

might take. If Mary’s crimes coul ld be afcertained by

undoubted proof, fhe could for ever blaft the reputation

of that princefs, and might ju ftifiably dctum her for ever
"

a prxfon'-r in Ln .und If the evidence fell fhort of

conviétion, it was intended to reftore her to the throne,

but with fuch ftrict limitations, as would
beth perpetual arbiter of al 11 differences b;
ties in Scotland, and render her in effe&t ablolute mi

;’X\!“
of the kingdom©°.

MARY’s commiffioners, before they gave in their com-
plaints againit her enemies in Scotland, entered a prote f‘

ir appearance in the caufe fhould nowife a

that d
the independance of her crown, or be conftrued as a mark o

fubordination to England: The Englith commiffioners rg-
g

n Anderfon, vol.iv. part 2, ps 40. o Ibid. 14, 155 %Cs
Goodally vol, ifs ps 110,

K 4 ceived
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s ceived this proteft, but with a referve to the claim of
XXXIX. ; 5
v~ — England. The complaint of that princefs was next read,

1568, and contained a detail of the injuries, which fhe had
fuffered fince her marriage with Bothwel : That her fub-
jects had taken arms againft her, on pretence of frecing
her from captivity ; that when fhe put herfelf into their
hands, they had committed her to clofe cuftody in Loch-
levin; had placed her fon, an infant, on her throne; had

again taken arms againft her after her deliverance from prie
fon ; had rejeéted all her propofals for accommodation 5 had
given battle to her troops; and had obliged her, far the
fafety of her perfon, to take fhelter in England®. The
earl of Murray, in anfwer to this complaint, gave a fum-
mary and imperfe& account of the late tranfactions:
that the ear] of Bothwel, the known murderer of the late
king, had, a little after committing that crime, feized the
perfon of the queen and led her to Dunbar; that heac-
quired fuch influence over her as to gain her confent to
marry him, and he had accordingly procured a divorce
from his former wife, and had pretended to celebrate his’
nuptials with the queen; that the fcandal of this ganf-
action, the difhonour which it brought on the nation,
the danger to which the infant prince was expofed from
the attempts of that audacious man, had obliged the
nobility to take arms, and oppofe his criminal enter-
prizes; that after Mary, in order to fave him, had
thrown herfelf into their hands, fhe ftill difcovered fucha
violent attachment to him, that they found it neceflary,
for their own and the public fafety, to confine her perfon,
during a feafon, till Bothwell and the other murderers of
her hufband could be tried and pnnifhed for their crimes;
and that during this confinement, the had voluntarily,
without compulfion or violence, merely from difguﬂ at

P Anderfon, vol ive part 2, p. 82, Goodall, vol, ii, p. 128, Haynes,
P 478

the
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she inquietude and vexations attending power, refigned C M A P,
her crown to her only fon, and had appointed the earl of \____\,_,
Murray regent during the minority 9. The queen’s an- 2568
fwer to this apology was obvious : That the did not know
and never could fufpect, that Bothwel, who had been
acquitted by a jury, and recommended to her by all the
nobility for her hufband, was the murderer of the king;
that fhe ever was, and ftill continues defirous, that, if he
be guilty, he may be brought to condign punithment ;
that her refignation of the crown was extorted from her
by the well-grounded fears of her life, and even by dire&t
menaces of violence; and that Throgmorton, the Eng-
lith ambaflador, as well as others of her friends, had ad-
vifed her to fign that paper, as the only means of faving
herfelf from the laft extremity, and had affured her, that
a confent, given under thefe circumftances, could never
have any validity r. .

So far the queen of Scots feemed plainly to have the
advantage in the conteft: And the Englith commiffion-
ers might have been furprized, that Murray had made fo
weak a defence, and had fupprefled all the material im-
putations againft that princefs, on which his party had
ever {o ftrenuoufly infifted; had not fome private con-
ferences previoufly informed them of the fecret, Mary’s
commiflioners had boafted, that Elizabeth, from regard
to her kinfwoman, and from her defire of maintaining the
rights of fovereigns, was determined, how criminal fo-
ever the condu& of that princefs might appear, to reftore
her to the throne®; and Murray, refle¢ting on fome paft
meafures of the Englifh court, began to apprehend, that
there were but too juft grounds for thefe expeélations.
He believed, that Mary, if he would agree to conceal the

4 Anderfon, vol,iv. part 2. p, 64, & feq. Goodall, vol. ii. p.144.
* Anderfon, vol.iv. part 2, p. 60,& feq. Goodall, vol. ii. p, 162.
& Anderfon, vol. iv, pzrt 2. p. 45, Goodall, vol, ii, p, 127,

moft
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cufution againft her; would
fubmit to any reafonable terms of accommodation ; but
if he once proceeded fo far as to charge her ‘with the
whole of her ‘guilt, no compofition could afterwards take
and fhould fhe ever be reftored, either by the

Ve
aces
eth, or the affiftance of her other friends,

p
power of Elizab
he and his party muft be
p‘,:..:n’ule vengeance ‘. He refolved, therefore, mnot to
lyona meafure, which it would be impoffible
for him ever to recal ; and he privately paid a vifit to
Norfolk and the other Englifh commiflioners, confefled
his fcruples, laid before them the evidence of the queen’s
guilt, and defired to have fome fecurity for Elizabeth’s
protection, in cafe that evidence fhould, upon examina-
tion, appear entirely fatisfatory.  Norfolk was not fe-
cretly difpleafed with thefe fcruples of the regent®, He
had ever been a partizan of the queen of Scots : Secretary
Lidington, who began alfo to incline to that party, and
was a man of fingular addrefs and capacity, had engaged
bim to embrace farther views in her favour, and even to
think of efpoufing her : And though that duke confefled v,
that the proofs againft Mary fcemed to him unquettion-
able, he encouraged Murray in his prefent refolution not=
to produce them publicly in the conferences before the

expofed to her fevere and im-

venture rafh

}ingliﬂx commiffioners *.

Nor¥oLK, however, was obliged to tranfmit to couit
the querics propofed by the regent. T'hefe queries con=
fited of four particulars: Whether the Englifh com-
miflioners had authority from their {fovereign to pronounte
fentence againft Mary, in cafe her guilt thould be fully
proved before them ? Whether they would promife to €X=

Goodall, vol. ii. p. 159.
Haynes; p..574.
% Ibid. 57.77. Sttt

t Anderfon, voliiv. part 2. p.47,48.

u Crawford, p.9z. Melvil,ip. 94,95,

w Andesfon, vol,iv. parta. Pi77.
“Trials, vols is P« 760
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ercife that authority, and proceed to an actual fentence PCHAP,
Whether the queen of Scots, if fhe were found 3_guilty,£}'{,{ii_,
fhould be delivered into the hands of the regent, or, at 1568,
leaft, be fo fecured in England, that fhe never hould be
able to difturb the tranquillity of Scotland ! and, Whe-
ther Elizabeth would alfo, in that cafe, promife to ac-
knowledge the young king, and protect the regent in his
authority ¥ ?

ELizABETH, when thefe queries, with the other tranf-
ations, were laid before her, began to think, that they
pointed towards a conclufion more decifive and more ad-
vantageous than fhe had hitherto expefted. She deter-

mined, therefore, to bring tl

=

e matter into full light 3
and under pretext that the diftance from her perfon re-
tarded the proceedings of her commiflioners, fhe ordered
them to come to Londen, and there continue the con-
ferences. On their appearance, the immediately joined in
commiffion with them fome of the moft confiderable of
her council 3 Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord keeper, the earls
of Arundel and Leicefter, lord Clinton, admiral, and Sir
William Cecil, fecretary % The queen of Scots, who
knew nothing of thefe fecret motives, and who expeted,
that fear or decency would fill reftrain Murray from
proceeding to any violent accufation againft her, exprefled
an entire fatisfaction in this adjournment; and declared,
that the affair, being under the immediate infpeétion of
Elizabeth, was now in the hands where the moft defired
to reft it%, The conferences were accordingly continued

at Hampton-Court ; and Mary’s commiffioners, as before,
made no fcruple to be prefent at them.

THE queen, meanwhile, gave a fatisfaGory anfwer to
all Murray’s demands; and declared, that, though fhe
wifhed and hoped, from the prefent enquiry, to be en-

y Anderfon, vol.iv. part 2. p. 55. Goodall, vol. ils p. 130¢

z Anderfon, vol, ivy part 2.+ pr 99 a Ibids ps 95 Goodall,

yol, ii, p. 177+ 179s =
tirely
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€ H A tirely convinced of Mary’s innocence, yet if the event
XEXIX  thould prove contrary, and if that princefs fhould appear
3568. guilty of her hufband’s murder, fhe fhould, for her own
part, deem her ever after unworthy of athrone® The
regent, encouraged by this declaration, opened more fully
his charge againft the queen of Scots; and after expref-
fing bis reluctance to proceed to that extremity, and pro-
tefting, that nothing but the neceflity of felf-defence,
which muft not be abandoned for any delicacy, could
yave engaged him in fuch a meafure, he proceeded to
accufe her in plain terms of participation and cenfent in
the affaffination of the king¢. The earl of Lenox too
appeared before the Englith commiffioners ; and implor-
ing vengeance for the murder of his fon, accufed Mary as

an accomplice with Bothwel in that enormity .

WHEN this charge was fo unexpe&edly given in, and
copies of it were tranfmitted to the bithop of Rofs, lord
Herreis, and the other commiffioners of Mary, they ab-
folutely refufed to return an anfwer; and they grounded
their filence on very extraordinary reafons : They had
orders, they faid, from their miftrefs, if any thing were
advanced that might touch her honour, not to make any
defence, as the was a fovereign princefs, and could not
be fubje@ to any tribunal; and they required, that fhe
fhould previoufly be admitted to Elizabeth’s prefence, to
whom, and to whom alone, fhe was determined to juftify
her innocence®, They forgot, that the conferences were
at firft begun, and were ftill continued, with no other

view than to clear her from the accufations of her ene-
mies ; that Elizabeth had ever pretended to enter into
them only as her friend, by her own confent and appro=

i s il St A

b Goodall, vol.ii. p. 199. © Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2. p. 11§
& feq. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 206. d Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2.
p. 122, Goodall, vol. ii, p. 208. ¢ Ander{on, vol.iv. pait 3

P 125, & feq. ‘Goodall, vol. iy p, 184,211, 317,
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bation, fiot as afluming any jurifdiction over her; that C.g(}g)?-
this princefs had from the beginning refufed to admit her ; ¥
to her prefence, till fhe fhould vindicate herfelf from the 13568
crimes imputed to her; that fhe had therefore difcovered
no new figns of partiality by her perfeverance in that
refolutiont ; and that though fhe had granted an audience
to the earl of Murray and his collegues, fhe had previ-
oufly conferred the fame honour on Mary’s commiflion~
ers f; and her condu& was fo far entirely equal to both
parties €.

As the commiffioners of the queen of Scots refufed to
give in any anfwer to Murray’s charge, the ncceflary
confequence feemed to be, that there could be no farther
proceedings in the conference. But though this filence
might be interpreted as a prefumption againft her, it did
not fully anfwer the purpofe of thofe Englifh minifters,
who were enemies to that princefs, They ftill defired to
have in their hands the proofs of her guilt; and in order
to draw them with decency from the regent, a judicious
artifice was employed by Elizabeth. Murray was called
before the Englifh commiffioners; and reproved by them,
in the queen’s name, for the atrocious imputations, which
he had the temerity to throw upon his fovereign: But
though the ear]l of Murray, they added, and the other
commiffioners, had fo far forgotten the duty of allegiance
to their prince, the queen never would overlook what fhe
owed to her friend, her neighbour, and her kinfwoman
and fhe therefore defired to know what they could fay in
their own juftification . Murray, thus urged, made no
difficulty in producing the proofs of his charge againft
the queen of Scots ; and among the reft, fome love-letters
and fonnets of her’s to Bothwel, written all in her own

f Lefley’s Negociations in Anderfon, vol. iii, p. 25, Haynes, p. 487,
2 See note [K ] at the end of the volume. b Anderfon, vol. ive
part 2. p. 147. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 233,
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¢ # A P.hand, and two other papers, one written in her own
il by her. and written by the earl
Wt o by her, anc written Dy

3568, of Huntley; .ach of which contained a promife of mar-
thwel, made before the pretended trial and

, hand, another fubferibed

s *2} 193
riage with 150
ucqmtt‘;‘; of that nobleman.

ALL thefe important

s had been kept by Bothwel
which had been given him by
Mary, and which had belonged to her firft hufband,
Francis ; and though the princefs had enjoined him to
burn the letters as foon as he had read them, he had
thought proper carefully to preferve them, as pledges of
lity, and had committed them to the cuftody of

in a filver box or call

her fide
Sir James Balfour, deputy-governor of the caftle of Edin-
burgh. When that fortrefs was befieged by the affo-
ciated lords; Bothwel fent a fervant to receive the cafket
from the hands of the deputy-governor. Balfour deli-
but as he had at that time re-
Bothwel, and was fecretly ne=

vered it to the meflenger;
ceived fome difguft from
gociating an agreement with the ruling party, he took
care, by conveying private intelligence to the earl of
Morton, to make the papers be intercepted by him.
They contained inconteftible proofs of Mary’s criminal
correfpondence with Bothwel, of her confent to the king’s
murder, and of her concurrence in the violence, which
Bothwel pretended to commit upon heri. Mourray for=
tified this evidence by fome teftimonies of correfpondent
fa@sk; and he added, fome time after, the dying cofi=
feflion of one Hubert, or French Paris, as he was called,
a fervant of Bothwel’s, who had been executed for the
king’s murder, and who dire&ly charged the queen with
her being acceflary to that criminal enterprize's

i Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 715, Goodall, vol, ii. p. 1.
k Anderfon, vol, il part 2, -p. 165, &, Goodall, vol, i, p. 243
1 Anderfon, vol. il, p.192. Goodall, vol. iy p. 764
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MAaRY’s commiflioners had ufed every expedient toCH A P

-

XXXIX.

ward this blow, which they faw coming upon them, and __ ___,
againft which, it appears, they were not provided with 1568
any proper defence. As foon as Murray-opened his charge,
they endeavoured to turn the conferences from an enquiry
intoa negociation ; and though inform ed. by the Englifh
commiffioners, that nothing could be more difhonourable
for their miftrefs, than to enter into a treaty with fuch
undutiful fubjeéts, before the had juftified herfelf from
thofe enormous imputations, which had been thrown upon
her, they ftill infifted, t that Elizabeth fhould fettle terms
of accommodation between Mary and her enemies in Scot=
land ». They maintained, that, till their miftrefs had
given in her anfwer.to Murray’s charge, his proofs could
neither be called for nor produced”: And finding, that
the Englifh commiffioners were {till determined to proceed
in the method which had been projected, they finally
broke off the conferences, and never would make any
reply. . Thefe papers, at leaft tranflations of them, have
fince been publithed. The objections, made to their
authenticity, are in general of fmall force: But were they
ever fo fpecious, they cannot now be hearkened to ; fince
Mary, at the time when the truth could have been fully
cleared, did, in effet, ratify the evidence againft her,
by recoiling from the enquiry at the very critical moment,
and refufing to give an anfwer to the accufatic on of her
enemies °.

But Elizabeth, though fhe had feen cnough for her
own fatisfadtion, was determined, that the moft eminent
perfons of her court fhould alfo be acquainted with thefe
tranfaltions, and fhould be convinced of the equity of
her proceedings. She ordered her privy-council to be
aflembled; and that fhe might render the matter more

m ‘Anderfon, vol. ii. part 2, p, 135. 139. Goodall, vol, ii. p.224.
n Anderfon, vol.iv. part 2. p. 139: 145, Goodall, vol, ii. p. 228.
@ Sce note [ L] at the end of the volume.
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folemn and authentic, the fumimoned along with them the
carls of Northumberland, Weftmoreland, Shrewfbury,
Worcefter, Huntingdon, and Warwic. All the proteed«
ings of the Englith commiffioners were read to them: The
evidences produced by Murray were perufed : A great
number of letters, written by Mary to Elizabeth, wese
1aid before them, and the hand-writing compared witls
that of the letters delivered in by the regent: The refufal
of the queen of Scots” commiffioners to make any reply;
was related: And on the whole, Elizabeth told themy
that, as fhe had, from the firft, thought it improper, that
Mary, after fuch horrid crimes were imputed to her;
fhould be admitted to her prefence, before fhe had, in
fome meafure, juftified herfelf from the charge; fo now,
when her guilt was confirmed by fo many evidences; and
all anfwer refufed, the muft, for her part, perfevere more
feadily in that refolution . Elizabeth next called in
the queen of Scots’ commiffioners, and after obfervings
that fhe deemed it much more decent for their miftrefs
to continue the conferences; than to require the liberty
of juftifying herfelf in perfon, fhe told them, that Mary
might either fend her reply by a perfon whom fhe trufted,
or deliver it herfelf to fome Englith nobleman, whom
Elizabeth fhould appoint to wait upon her: But as to
her refolution of making no reply at all, the muft regard
it as the firongeft confeflion of guilt; nor could they ever
be deemed her friends, wha advifed her to that method of
proceeding . Thefe topics fhe enforced ftill more
ftrongly in a letter; which fhe wrote to Mary herfelf
Tue queen of Scots had no other fubterfuge from thefe
prefing remonftrances than flill to demand a perfonal in-
terview with Elizabeth : A conceffion, which, fhe was

p Anderfon, yol.iv. part 2, p. 170, &, Goodall, vol. ii. p. 254
9 Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2, p. 179, &c. Goodall, vol, ii, p. 268«
* Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2. p. 183. Goedall, val. ii, p, 269,

7 {enfible,
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fenfible, would never be granted s; becaufe Elizabeth Cx?{‘?!x}?'
knew, that this expedient could decide nothing; becaufe ey
it brought matters to extremity, which that princefs de- 1568
fired to avoid ; and becaufe it had been refufed from the
beginning, even before the commencement of the con-
ferences. - In order to keep herfelf better in countenance,

Mary thought of another device. Though the conferences

were broken off, fhe ordered her commifiioners to accufe

the earl of Murray and his affociates as the murderers of

the kingt: But this accufation coming fo late, being
extorted merely by a complaint of Murray’s, and being
unfupported by any proof, could only be regarded as an

angry recrimination upon her enemy¥. She alfo defited

to have copies of the papers given in by the regent ; but

as the flill perfifted in her refolution to make no reply

before the Englifh commiffioners, this demand was finally

refufed her v,

As Mary had thus put an end to the conferences; the
regent exprefled great impatience to return into Scotland ;
and he complained, that his enemies had taken advantage
of his abfence, and had thrown the whole government
into confufion.  Elizabeth, therefore, difmiffed him ; and
granted him 2 loan of five thoufand pounds, to bear the
charges of his journey*. During the conferences at
York, the duke of Chatelrault arrived at London, in
pafling from France; and as the queen knew, that he
was engaged in Mary’s party, and had very plaufible pre~
tenfions to the regency of the king of Scots, fhe thought
proper to detain him till after Murray’s departure. But
notwithftanding thefe marks of favour, and fome other
afliftance which fhe fecretly gave this latter nobleman ¥y

s Cabala, p. 157. t Goodall, vol, ii. p. 280.

u See note [M] at the end of the volume. w Goodall, vol, i,
P. 253- 283. 289. 310, 311. Hayhes, vol. i\ p, 492. See note [N] at the
end of the volume, X Rymer, tom. xv, p. 677. ¥ MS.,in the
Advocate’s library,  A. 3. 29. p. 128, 129, 130. from Cott, Lib, Cal. c. 1,
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g king, or treats

ith Murray as regent of Scotland.
Orprrs were given for removing the queen of Scots

lace furrounded with catholics, to Tut=

bury in the county of Stafford ; where fhe was put under

the cuftody of the earl of Shrewfbury. Elizabeth enter=

tained hopes, that this princefs, difcouraged by her mif-

fortunes, and confounded by the late tranfadions, would
be glad to fecure 2 {afe retreat from all the tempefts with
which fhe had been agitated ; and fhe promifed to bury
rovided Mary would agree, ei-
ther voluntarily to refign her crown, oOr to affociate her
fon with her in the government; and the adminiftration
to remain, during his minority, in the hands of the earl
But that high-fpirited princefs refufed all
treaty upon fuch terms, and declared that her laft words
fhould be thofe of a queen of Scotland. Befides many
the faid, which fixed her in that refolu-
tion, fhe knew, that, if, in the prefent emergence, fhe
made fuch concefiions, her fubmiflion would be univer-
fally deemed an acknowledgment of guilt, and would ra-

from Bolton, 2 p

every thing in oblivion, p

of Murray %.

other reafons,

tify all the calumnies of her enemies .

Mary fill infifted upon this alternative; either that
Elizabeth fhould affift her in recovering her authority, of
fhould give her liberty to retire into France, and make
trial of the friendfhip of other princes: And as fhe al-
ferted, that fhe had come voluntarily into England, in-
vited by many former profeffions of amity, fhe thought,
that one or other of thefe requefls could not, without the
moft extreme injuftice, be refufed her. But Elizabeth,
fenfible of the danger, which attended both thefe propo:
fals, was fecretly refolved to detain her fill a captive;
and as her retreat into England had been little voluntary,
her claim upon the queen’s generofity appeared much lefs
urgent than fhe was willing to pretend. Neceflity, it

z Goodall, vol, ii, p. 295 # Ibid, p. 301,

was
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was thought, would to the prudent juftify her detention : C HX?VP.
Her paft mifconduét would apologize for it to the equi-— g
table: And though it was forefeen, that compaffion for ¥593:
Mary’s fituation, joined to her intrigues and infinuating
behaviour, would, while fhe remained in England, excite

the zeal of her friends, efpecially of the catholics ; thefe
inconveniencies were deemed much inferior to thofe which
attended any other expedient. Elizabeth trufted alfo to

her own'addrefs, for eluding all thofe difficulties: She
purpofed to avoid breaking abfolutely with the queen of

Scots, to keep her always in hopes of an accommoda-

tion, to negotiate perpetually with her, and ftill to throw

the blame of not coming to any conclufion, either on
unforefeen accidents, or on the obftinacy and perverfenefs

of others.

WE come now to mention fome Englifh affairs, which
we left behind us, that we might not interrupt our nar-
rative of the events in Scotland, which form fo material
a part of the prefent reign. The term, fixed by the
treaty of Cateau-Cambrefis for the reftitution of Calais,
expired in 15€%; and Elizabeth, after making her de-
mand at the gates of that city, fent Sir Thomas Smith to
Paris ; and that minifter, in conjunction with Sir Henry
Norris, her refident ambaflador, enforced her pretenfions,
Conferences were held on that head, without coming to
any conclufion, fatisfactory to the Englith. = The chan-
cellor, De L’Hofpital, told the Englith ambafiadors, that,
though France by an article of the treaty was obliged to
reftore Calais on the expiration of eight years, there was
another article of the fame treaty, which now deprived
Elizabeth of any right, that could accrue to her by that
engagement : That it was agreed, if the Englith thould,
during the interval, commit hoftilities upon France, they
fhould inftantly forfeit all claim to Calais ; and the taking
pofleflion of Havre and Dieppe, with whatever pre-

Lz tences
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was a plain vige
That though
thefe places were not entered by force, but put into Eli-
zabeth’s hands by the governors, thefe
and a correfpondence with fuch traitors was the
that could be committed on any fo-
which enfued upon the

(‘)’()VCTHOI‘S were

rebels ;
moft flagrant injury,
yereign ¢ That in the treaty,
expulrl’ion of the Englifh from Normandy, the French
minifters had abfotutely refufed to make any mention of
Calais, and had thereby declared their intention to take
advantage of the title, which had accrued to the crown

of France: And that though a ceneral claufe had been

inferted, implying a refervation of all claims ; this con-

ceflion could not avail the Englith, who at that time

poffefled no juft claim to Calais, and had previoufly for

feited all right to that fortrefs ®. The queen was no wife

furprized at hearing thefe allegations; and as fhe knew,

that the French court intended. not from the firft to make

reftitution, much lefs after they could juftify their re-

fufal by fuch plaufible reafons, the thought it better for
the prefent to acquiefce in the lofs, than to purfue 2
doubtful title by a war both dangerous and expenfive, a
well as unfeafonable ¢,

FLizABETH entered anew into negociations for efpou=
fing the archduke Charles ; and fhe feems, at this time,
to have had no great motive of policy, which might in-
duce her to make this fallacious offer: But as fhe was
rery rigorous in the terms infilted on, and would not
agree, that the archduke, if he efpoufed her, fhould en-
joy any power or title in England, and even refufed him
the exercife of his religion, the treaty came to nothing;
and that prince, defpairing of fuccefs in his addrefles,
married the daughter of Albert, duke of Bavaria®.

d Tbid, p. 407, 4%

b Haynes, pe §87. € Camden, p. 4¢6,
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(\%I‘ all the European churches, which fhook off thcc T
' Y 2

J yoke of papal authority, no one proceeded with fo  XL.
e e ™ J

much reafon and mederation as the church of England ; 63

an advantage, which had been derived partly from (}LCJ“J ter of

. ~ . ~ n .ch. itans.
interpofition of the civil magiftrate in' this innovation,
partly from the gradual and flow fteps, by which the re-

formation was Conun&cd in that kingdom. Rage and

animofity againft the catholic religion was as little mduhr-

ed as could be fuppofed in fuch arev (,Inmm :. The fabric
of the fecular hicrarchy was- maintained eatire; The
ancient liturgy was preferved, fo. far as was thought
confiftent with the new principles: Many cercmonies,

become venerable from age and preceding ufe; were =
retained : The fplendor of the Romifth worthip, though
removed, had at leaft given place to order and dece ency ;

The diftin&tive habits of the cl accorui 1g to their

different ranks, were continued :
mitted merely from fpite and oppofition to former ufaac :

L3 A,ll.d
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satine the genius of the
ancient fuperftition, and rendering it more compatible
and interefts of fociety, had preferved itfelf

with the peace
hich wife men have always

in that happy medium, W
fought, and which the people have fo fcldom been able to
maintain.

Burt though fuch in general was the fpirit of the re-
formation in that country, many of the Englifh reform-
ers, being men of more warm complexions and more
obflinate tempers, endeavoured to pufh matters to extre-
mities againft the church of Rome, and indulged them-
felves in the moft violent contrariety and antipathy to all
former praltices. Among thefe, Hooper, who after-
wards fuffered for his' religion with fuch extraordinary
conftancy, was chiefly diftinguithed. "T'his man was ap-
pointed, during the reign of Edward, to the fee of Glo-
cefter, and made no fcruple of accepting the epifcopal
office ; but he refufed to be confecrated in the epifcopal
habit, the cymarre and rochette, which had formerly, he
faid, been abufed to fuperflition, and which were thereby
rendered unbecoming a true chriftian. Cranmer and
Ridley were furprized at this objection, which oppofed
the received pra&ice, and even the eftablithed laws; and
though young Edward, defirous of promoting a man fo
celebrated for his eloquence, his zeal and his morals,
enjoined them to difpenfe with this ceremony, they were

fill determined to retain it. Hooper then embraced the
refolution, rather to refufe the bifhopric than cloath him-
felf in thofe hated garments ; but it was deemed requi-
fite, that, for the fake of the example, he thould not
efcape fo eafily. He was firft confined to Cranmer’s
houfe, then thrown into prifon, till he fhould confent to
be a bithop on the terms propofed : He was plied with
conferences, and reprimands, and arguments: Bucer and

Peter Martyr, and the moft celebrated foreign reformers

were
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were confulted on this important queftion : And a com- C I 4 P,
promife, with great difficulty, was at laft made, thau__‘\,'___g
Hooper fhould not be obliged to wear commonly the ob- 1568,
noxious robes, but fhould agree to be confecrated in them,
and to ufe them during cathedral fervice®: A condefcen-
fion not a little extraordinary in a man of fo inflexible a
fpirit as this reformer.

THe fame objection, which had arifen with regard to
the epifcopal habit, had been moved againft the rayment
of the inferior clergy; and the furplice in particular,
with the tippet and corner cap, was a great object of
abhorrence to many of the popular zealotsf. In vain
was it urged, that particular habits, as weH as poftures
and ceremonies, having been conftantly ufed by the clergy,
and employed in religious fervice, acquire a veneration in
the eyes of the people, appear facred in their apprehen-
fions, excite their devotion, and contract a kind of myf~
terious virtue, which attaches the affeCtions of men to the
national and eftablithed worfhip : That in order to pro-
duce this effe€t an uniformity in thefe particulars is requi-
fite, and even a perfeverance, as far as pofiible, in the
former pra&ice: And that the nation would be happy, if,
by retaining thefe inoffenfive obfervances, the reformers

could engage the people to renounce will lingly what was

abfurd or pernicious in the ancient fu')crm tion. T

arguments, which had influence with wife men, were the

very reafons, which engaged the violent proteftants to
rejeét the habits, They pufhed matters to a total oppo-
fition with the church of Rome : Every compliance, they

faid, was a fymbolizing with Antichrifts, - And thisg
{pirit was carried fo far by fome r formers, that, in a na-
tional remonftrance, made afterwards by the church of
Scotland againft thefe habits, it was afked, ¢ What has

e Burnet, vol. ii. p. 152. Heylin, p. go. f Strype, voliig
B 416 g Ibid, p. 416,
L4 « Chrift
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€ # A P.i< Chrift Jefus to do with Belial ?  What has darknefs

¢ to do with light? If furplices, corner caps, and tip-
¢ pets have been badges of idolaters in the very act of
¢ their idolatry ; why fhould the preacher of Chriftian
¢ liberty, and the open rebuker of all fuperftition par-
¢ take with the dregs of the Romifh beaft? Yea, who
¢ {s there that ought not rather to be afraid of taking

< in his hand or on his forehead the print and mark of
¢ that odious beaft f1” But this application was rejected
by the Englifh church.

THERE was only one inftance, in which the {pirit of
contradi@ion to the Romanifts took place univerfally in
England : The altar was removed from the wall, was
p}aécd in the middle of the church, and was thenceforth
denominated the communion-table. The reafon, why
this innovation met with fuch gensral reception, was,
that the nobility and gentry got thereby a pretence for
making fpoil of the plate, veftures, and rich ornaments
which belonged to the altarse.

Tuese difputes, which had been ftarted during the
reign of Edward, were carried abroad by the proteftants,
who fled from the perfecutions of Mary ; and as the zeal
of thefe men had received an encreafe from the furious
cruelty of their enemies, they were generally inclined to
carry their oppofition to the utmoft extremity againft the
praltices of the church of Rome. Their communica-
tion with Calvin and the other reformers, who followed
the difcipline and worfhip of Geneva, confirmed them
in this obflinate reluctance; and though fome of the
refugess, p;zticu}nrly thofe who were eftablithed at
Frankfort, ftill adhered to king Edward’s liturgy, the
prevailing {pirit carried thefe confefors to feek a ftill far-
ther reformation, On the acceflion of Elizabeth, they

f Keith, p. 565, Koox, p.4c2. & Heylin, preface, p. 3. Hift,
p. 1c6.

returned
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returned to their native country ; and being regarded € H A P,

with general veneration, on account of their zeal 2y AR e
paft fufferings, they ventured to infift on the eftablifh- 1568.
ment of their projected model ; nor did they want coun-
tenance from many confiderable perfons in the queen’s
council. But the princefs herfelf, fo far from being wil-
ling to defpoil religion of the few ornaments and cere-
monies ‘which remained in it, was rather inclined to
bring the publick worfhip fill nearer to the Romifh
ritual® ; and fhe thought that the reformation had al-
ready gone too far in fhaking off thofe forms and obfer-
vances, which, without diftracting men of more refined
apprehenfions, tend, in a very innocent manner, to allure,
and amufe, and engage the vulgar. She took care to have
a law for uniformity ftriétly enated : She was empowered
by the parliament to add any new ceremonies, which fhe
thought proper : And though fhe was fparing in the ex-
ercife of this prerogative, fhe continued rigid in exalting
an obfervance of the eftablifhed laws, and in punifhing
all ponconformity. ‘The zealots, therefore, who har-
boured a fecret antipathy to the epifcopal order and to the
whole liturgy, were obliged, in a great meafure, to con-
ceal thefe fentiments, which would have been regarded
as highly audacious and criminal ; and they confined

h When Nowel, one of ber chaplains, bad [poken Ifs reverently in a [ermon,
preached before ber, of the fign of the crofs, foe called aloud to bim from ber
clofet window, commanding him to retire from that ungodly dxgrgj”fm and to returs
unto bis text. And on the other fides awben one of ber diwines bad preached a
Jermon in defence o the real prefence, Jbe opm/j gawve bim thanks for bis pains and
piery. Heylin, p. 124, She would have abfolutely forbidden the marriage
of the clergy, if Cecil had not interpofed.  Strype’s Life of Parker, p. 107,
108, 109. She was an enemy to fermons; and ufually faid, that fhe thought
two or three preachers were fufficient for a whole county. It was probably
for thefe reafons that one Doring told her to her face from the pulpit,
that fhe was like an untamed heifer, that would not be ruled by God’s
people, but obftrudted his difcipline, See Life of Hooker, prefixed to his
works,

their
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their avowed objeétions to the furplice, the confirmation
of children, the fign of the crofs in baptifm, the ring in

kneeling at the facrament, and bowing at the
name of Jefus. So fruitlefs is it for fovereigns to watch
with a rigid care over orthodoxy, and to employ the

marriage,

a
fword in religious controverfy, that the work, perpetu-
ally renewed, is perpetually to begin; and 2 garb, a
oefture, nay, .a metaphyfical or ‘grammatical diftinction,
when rendered important by the difputes of theologians
and the zeal of the magiftrate, is fufficient to deftroy the
unity of the church, and even the peace of fociety.
Thefe controverfies had already excited fuch ferment
among the people, that in fome places they refufed to fre-
quent the churches, where the habits and ceremonies
were ufed ; would not falute the conforming clergy ; and
proceeded fo far as to revile them in the ftreets, to fpit
in their faces, and to ufe them with all manner of con-

' he fovereign authority checked

ie was confined, not extinguifhed ;

nd burning fiercer from confinement, it burft out in the

fucceeding reigns to the deftruétion of the church and

Ars enthufiafts, indulging themfelves in rapturous
flights, extalics, vifions, infpirations, have a natural aver-
fion to epifcopal authority, to ceremonies, rites, and
forms, which they denominate fuperflition, or beggarly
clements, and which fcem to reftrain the liberal effufions
of their zeal and devotion : But there was another fet of
opinions adopted by theic innovators, which rendered
them in 2 peculiar manner the object of  Elizabeth’s
averfion, The fame bold and daring fpirit, which ac-
companied them in their addrefles to the divinity, ap=
peared in their political fpeculations; and the principles
of civil liberty, which, during fome reigns, had beew

i Strype’s Life of Whitgift; p. 460,

little
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little avowed in ‘the nation, and which were totally in=¢ P}i AP,
compatible with the prefent exorbitant prerogative, had SR
been ftrongly adopted by this new fect. Scarcely any 1568,
fovereign before Elizabeth, and none after her, carried
higher, both in fpeculation and practice, the authority of
the crown ; and the puritans (fo thefe fectaries were call-
ed, on account of their pretending to a fuperior purity
of worthip and difcipline) could not recommend them-
felves worfe to her favour, than by inculcating the doc-
trine of refifting or reftraining princes. From all thefe
motives, the queen neglected no opportunity of deprefling
thofe zealous innovators; and while they were fecretly
countenanced by fome of her moft favoured minifters,
Cecil, Leicefter, Knolles, Bedford, Walfingham, the
never was, to the end of her life, reconciled to their
principles and practices.

WE have thought proper to infert in this place an ac-
count of the rife and the genius of the puritans; becaufe
Camden marks the prefent year, as the period when they
began to make themfelves confiderable in England. We
now return to our narration.

Tue duke of Norfolk was the only peer, thatenjoyed 1560,
the higheft title of nobility; and as there were at pref LXHNZ,({(J[
no princes of the blood, the fplendor of his family, the confpiracys
opulence of his fortune, and the extent of his influence,
had rendered him without comparifon the firft fubject ir
England. The qualities of his mind correfponded to hi:
high ftation: Beneficent, affable, generous, he had ac.
quired the affeftions of the people; prudent, moderate,
obfequious, he poflefled, without giving her any jealoufy,
the good graces of his fovereign. His grandfather anl
father had long been regarded as the leaders of the ca
tholics; and this hereditary attachment, joined to th:
alliance of blood, had procured him the friendfhip of the

mot
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C H A P.moft confiderable men of that partv:
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v: But as he had been
educated among the reformers, was fincerely devoted to
their principles, and maintained that ftriét decorum and
regularity of life, by which the proteltants were at that
he thereby enjoyed the rare felicity of

moft oppofite factions. The

time diftinguilhed ;
being populareven with the
height of his profperity alone was the fource of his mif-
fortunes, and engaged him in attempts, from which his
virtue and prudence would naturally have for ever kept
him at a diftance.

NorFOLK was at this time a widower; and be-
ing of a fuitable age, his marriage with the queen of
Scots had appeared fo natural, that it bad occurred to
feveral of his friends and thofe of that princefs: But the
firft perfon, who, after fecretary Lidington, opened the
{cheme to the duke is faid to have been the ear] of Mur-
ray, before his departure for Scotland*, That noble-
man fet before Norfolk both the advantage of compofing
the diffentions in Scotland by an alliance, which would
be fo generally acceptable, and the profpe&t of reaping
and, in order to bind Nor-
he propofed, that

the fucceflion of England;
folk’s intereft the fafter with Mary’s,
the duke’s daughter fhould alfo cfpouf«. the young king of
Scotland. The previoufly obtaining of Elizabeth’s con-
fent, was regarded, both by Murray and Norfolk, asa
circumftance effential to the fuccefs of their project;
and all terms being adjufted between them, Murray
took care, by means of Sir Robert Melvil, to have the
defign communicated to the queen of Scots. This prin-
cefs replied, that the vexations, which fhe had met with
in her two laft marriages, had made her more inclined
but the was determined to facrifice
her own inclinations to the public welfare: And there-
fore, as foon as fhe fhould be legally divorced from

to lead ‘a fingle life;

k Lefley, pi 36, 37: ;
Bothwel,
B
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Bothwel, fhe would be determined by the opinion ofC H A P.
her nobility and people in the choice of another huf-

,band!.

It is probable, that Murray was not fincere in this pro-
pofal. He had two motives to engage him to diffimulation.
He knew the danger, which he muft run in his return
through the north of England, from the power of the
earls of Northumberland and Weftmoreland, Mary’s par-
tizans in that country; and he dreaded an infurrection in
Scotland from the duke of Chatelrault, and the earls of
Argyle and Huntley, whom fhe had appointed her lieu-
tenants during her abfence. By thefe feigned appear-
ances of friendfhip, he both engaged Norfolk to write in
his favour to the northern noblemen™ ; and he perfuaded
the queen of Scots to give her lieutenants permiffion, and
even advice, to conclude a ceflation of hoftilities with
the regent’s party .

Tue duke of Norfolk, though he had agreed, that
Elizabeth’s confent thould be previoufly obtained, before
the completion of his marriage, had reafon to apprehend,
that he never thould prevail with her voluntarily to make
that conceffion, He knew her perpetual and unrelenting
jealoufy againft her heir and rival ; he was acquainted
with her former reluétance to all propofals of marriage
with the queen of Scots; he forefaw, that this princefs’s
efpoufing a perfon of his power and charaller and inte-
reft, would give the greateft umbrage; and as it would
then become neceffary to reinftate her in pofleffion of her
throne on fome tolerable terms, and even to endeavour the
re-eftzblithing of her character, he dreaded, left Eliza-
beth, whofe politics had now taken a different turn,
would never agree to fuch indulgent and generous condi-
tions. He therefore attempted previoufly to gain the
confent and approbation of feveral of the moft confider-

i Lefley; p.qo. 41, m State Trials, p. 76. 78. o Lefley, p. 4T.

able

1559,
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c H A P.gble nobility; and he was fuccefsful with the earls of
\__"____) Pembroke, Arundel, Derby, Bedford, Shrew{bury, South-

1569,

ampton, Norlhnmbul nd, Weftmoreland, Suffex®. Lord
Lumley and Sir Nicholas Throgmorton cordially em-
braced the propofal: Even the earl of Leicefter, Eliza-
beth’s declared favourite, who had formerly entertained
fome views of efpoufing Mary, willingly refigned all his
pretenfions, and feemed to enter zealoufly into Norfolk’s
interefts p. There were other motives, befides affetion
to the duke, which produced this general combination of
the nobility.

Sir William Cecil, fecretary of ftate, was the moft
vigilant, a&ive, and prudent minifter ever known in Eng-
land; and as he was governed by no views but the inte-

efts of his fovereign, which he had inflexibly purfued,
his authority over her became every day more predomi-
nant. Ever cool himfelf, and uninfluenced by prejudice
or affe&ion, he checked thofe fallies of paffion, and fome-
times of caprice, to which fhe was fubjeét ; and if he failed
of perfuading her in the firft movement, his perfeverance,
and remonftrances, and arguments were fure at laft to
recommend themfelves to her found difcernment. The
more credit he gained with his miftrefs, the more was he
expofed to the envy of her other counfellors; and as he
had been fuppofed to adopt the interefts of the houfe of
Suffolk, whofe claim feemed to carry with it no danger
to the prefent eftablithment, his enemies, in oppofition
to him, were naturally led to attach themfelves to the
queen of Scots. Elizabeth faw, without uneafinefs, this
emulation among her courtiers, which ferved to augment
herownauthority : And though fhe fupported Cecil, when=
cver matters came to extremities, and diffipated every con-
fpiracy againft him, particularly one laid about this time

o Lefley, p. 55. Camden, p. 419, Spotfwood; p, z30. »p Haynes,

Pe 535
+ for
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for having him thrown into the Tower on fome pre-C H A P,
tence or otherd, fhe never gave him fuch umnmtcd\___mp_,
confidence as might enable him entirely to crufh his 150
adverfaries.

Norrork, fenfible of the difficulty, which he muft
meet with in controuling Cecil’s counfels, efpecially where
they concurred with the inclination, as well as intereft
of the queen, durft not open to her his intentions of
marrying the queen of Scots ; but proceeded flill in the
fame courfe, of encreafing his intereft in the kingdom,
and engaging more of the nobility to take part in his,
meafures. A letter was written to Mary by Leicefter,
and figned by feveral of the firft rank, recommending
Norfolk for her hufband, and ftipulating conditions for
the advantage of both kingdems; particularly, that fhe
fhould give fufficient furety to Elizabeth, and the heirs
of her body, for the free enjoyment of the crown of
England; thata perpetual league, offenfive and defenfive,
fhould be made between their realms and fubjects; that
the proteftant religion fhould be eftablifhed by law in
Scotland ; and that fhe fhould grant an amnefty to her
rebels in that kingdom®. When Mary returned a fa-
vourable anfwer to this application, Norfolk employe
himfelf with new ardour in the execution of his project;
and befides fecuring the interefts of many of the confi-
derable gentry and nobility who refided at court, he
wrote letters to fuch as lived at their country-feats, and
poflefled the greateft authority in the feveral counties®,
The kings of France and Spain, who interefted them-
felves cxtremely in Mary’s caufe, were fecretly confulted,
and exprefled their approbation of thefe meafures'. And
though Elizabeth’s confent was always fuppofed as a pre-
vious condition to the finifhing of this alliance, it wis

q Camden, p, 417. r Lefley, p. 50. Camden, p. 420, Haynes,
P 535+ 539 s Lefley, p. 62, t ibid, p. 63.
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€ H A P. apparently Norfolk’s intention, when he proceeded fuch
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lengths without confulting her, to render his party fo
ftrong, that it fhould no longer be in her power to re-
fufe it®.

It was impoffible, that fo extenfive a confpiracy could
entirely efcape the queen’s vigilance and that of Cecil.
Shedropped feveral intimations to the duke, by which
he might learn, that fhe was acquainted with his defigns;
and fhe frequently warned him to beware on what pil-
low he repofed his head¥: But he never had the pru-
dence or the courage to open to her his full intentions.
Certain intelligence of this dangerous combination was
given her firft by Leicefter, then by Murray *, who, if
ever he was fincere in promoting Norfolk’s marriage,
which is much to be doubted, had at leaft intended, for
his own fafety and that of his party, that Elizabeth
fhould, in reality as well as in appearance, be entire ar-
biter of the conditions, and fhould not have her confent
extorted by any confederacy of her own fubjects. This
information gave great alarm to the court of England;
and the more fo, as thofe intrigues were attended with
other circumftances, of which, it is probable, Elizabeth
was not wholly ignorant.

Amonc the nobility and gentry, that feemed to enter
into Norfolk’s views, there were many, who were zea-
loufly attached to the catholic religion, who had no other
defign than that of reftoring Mary to her liberty, and
who would gladly, by -a combination with foreign
powers, or even at the expence of a civil war, have
placed her on the throne of England. The earls of

u State Trials, vol.i. p. 82. w Camden, p. 42a0. Spatfwood; p.231s

x Lefley, p. 71, It appears by Haynes; p. 521. 525, that Elizabeth had
heard rumours of Norfolk’s dealing with Murray ; and charged the lattef fo
inform her of the whole truth, which he accordingly did, See alfo the earl
of Murray’s letter produced on Norfollk’s trial,

Northumber=
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Northumberland and Weftmoreland, who poffeffed greatC H A P,
power in the north, were leaders of this party ; and the 2,
former. nobleman made offer to the queen of Scots, by ¥5%.
Leonard Dacres, brother to lord Dacres, that he would
free her from confinement; and convey her to Scotland
or any other place, to which fhe fhould think proper to
retire”, Sir Thomas and Sir Edward Stanley, fons of
the earl of Derby, Sir Thomas Gerrard, Rolftone, and
other gentlemen, whofe intereft lay in the neighbour-
hood of the place where Mary refided, concurred in the
fame views; and required, that, in order to facilitate the
execution of the {cheme, a diverfion fhould, in the mean
time, be made from the fide of Flanders 2. Norfolk
difcouraged, and even in appearance fupprefled, thefe
confpiracies ; both becaufe his duty to Elizabeth would
not allow him to think of effelting his purpofe by rebel-
lion, and becaufe he forefaw, that, if the queen of
Scots came into the poffeflion of thefe men, they would
rather chufe for her hufband the king of Spain,-or fome
foreign prince, who had power, as well as inclination,
to re-eftablifh the catholic religion 2,

WHEN men of honour and good principles, like the
duke of Norfolk, engage in dangerous enterprizes, they
are commonly fo unfortunate as to be criminal by halves ;
and while they balance between the execution of their
defigns and their remorfes, their fear of punithment and
their hope of pardon, they render themfelves an eafy
prey to their enemies. The duke, in order to reprefs
the furmifes fpread againft him, fpoke contemptuoufly
to Elizabeth of the Scottith alliance; affirmed that his
eftate in England was more valuable than the revenue of
a kingdom wafted by civil wars and factions; and de-
clared, that, when he amuled himfelf in his own tennis=

¥ Lefley, p. 76, z 1bid, p.g8. a2 Ibid, p. 77
i T M court




162

R

£569.

Tafurrec-
tions iu the
sorth.

\ 7

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

€ H A P. court at Norwich amidft his friends and vaffals, he

deemed himfelf at leaft a petty prince, and was fully
fatisfied with his condition®  Finding, that he did
not convince her by thefe afleverations, and that he was
Jooked on with a jealous eye by the minifters, he retired
to his country-feat without taking leave °. He foon after
repented of this meafure, and fet out on his return to
court, with a view of ufing every expedient to regain the
queen’s good graces; but he was met at St. Albans by
Fitz-Garret, lieutenant of the band of penfioners, by
whom he was conveyed to Burnham, three miles from
Windfor, where the court then refided?. He was foon
after committed to the Tower, under the cuftody of Sir
Henry Nevile. Lefley, bifhop of Rofs, the queen of
Scots’ ambaflador, was examined and confronted with
Norfolk before the council . The ear] of Pembroke was
confined to his own houfe : Arundel, Lumley, and Throg-
morton were taken intb cuftody. The queen of Scots
herfelf, was removed to Coventry ; all accefs to her was,
during fome time, more ftrictly prohibited ; and vifcount
Hereford was joined to the earls of Shrewfbury and
Huntingdon, in the office of guarding her.

A rRumouUR had been diffufed in the north of an in-
tended rebellion; and the earl of Suffex, prefident of
York, alarmed with the danger, fent for Northumber-
land and Wefimoreland, in order to examine them ; but
not finding any proof againft them, he allowed them to
depart. ‘The report meanwhile gained ground daily;
and many appearances of its reality being difcovered,
arders were difpatched by Elizabeth to thefe two noble-
men, to appear at court, and anfwer for their conduct®
They had already proceeded fo far in their criminal de-
figns, that they dared not tc truft themfelves in her

b Camden, p. 420, ¢ Haynes, p. 528. ¢ Tbid. po 339+
¢ Camden, p. 427, Hayncs, p. 540, £ Lefley, p. 80, g Haynes,

P 5520
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hands: They had prepared meafures for a rebellion; had C H A P,

communicated their defi.n to Mary and her niniftersh ;o s

had entered into a correfpondence with the duke of Alva,
governor of the Liow Count ics; had obrained his pro-
mife of a reinforcement of troops, and of a fupply of
arms and ammunition ; and had prevaiicd on h'm tofend
over to London Chiapino Vitelli, one of his moft famous
captains, on pretence of adjufting fome differences with
the queen, but in reality with a view of putting him at
the head of the northern rebels.  The. fummons, fent to
the two earls, precipitated the rifing before they were
fully prepared ; and Northumberlind remained in fuf=
pence between oppofite dangers, when he was informed,
that (ome of his enemies weére on the way with a com=
miflion to arreft him. He took horfe inftantly, and
haftened to his affociate Weftmoreland, whou he found
furrounded with his friends and vaflils, and deliberating
with regard 'to the meafures, wh ch he thould foilow n
the prefent emergence, They determined to begin the
infurreCtion without delay ; and the great credit of thefe
two noblemen, with that zeal for the catholic religion,
which ftill prevailed in the neighbourhooed, foon drew to-
gether multitudes of the common people. They putlithed
a manifefto, in which they dcclared, that they :ntended
to attempt nothing againft the queeen, to whom they vowed
unfhaken allegiance ; and that their fole aim was to re~
eftablith the relizion of their anceftors, to remove evil
counfellors, and to reftore the duke of Norfolk and other
faithful peers to their liberty and to the queen’s favour i,
The numbers of them alcottents amounted to four thou=
fand foot and fixteen hundred horfe; and they expecled
the concurrence of all the catholics in England k.

b Haynes, p. 595.  Stryre, vol. ii.-append. p.30: MS. in the Advo-

cates® Library from Cott, Lib. Cal. c. o, 1 Cabala, . t59. Strype,
vol. i, p. 547. k Stowe, p. 663
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THE queen was not negligent in her own defence, and

(he had beforehand, from her prudent and wife conduét,
acquired the general good will of her people, the beft fe«
curity of a fovereign; infomuch that even the catholics
in moft counties exprefled an affection for her fervice!y
and the duke of Norfolk himfelf, though he had loft her
favour, and lay in confinement, was not wanting, as far
as his fituation permitted, to promote the levies-among his
friends and retainers. Suffex attended by the earls of
Rutland, the lords Hunfdon, Evers, and Willoughby of
Parham, marched againft the rebels at the head of feven
thoufand men, and found them already advanced to the
bithopric of Durham, of which they had taken poffeﬁ’ion:
They retired before him to Hexham; and hearing that
the earl of Warwic and lord Clinton were advancing
againft them with a greater body, they found no other re-
fource than to difperfe themfelves without ftriking a blows
The common people retired to their houfes : The leaders
fied into Scotland.  Northumberland was found fkulking
in that country, and was confined by Murray in the caftle
of Lochlevin, Weftmoreland received fhelter from'the
chieftains of the Kersand Scots, partizans of Mary ; and
perfuaded them to make an inroad into England, with 2
view of exciting a quarrel between the two kingdoms.
After they had committed great ravages, they retreated to°
their own country. This fudden and precipitate rebellion
vas followed foon after by another ftill more imprudent,
raifed by Leonard Dacres. Lord Hunfdon, at the head
of the gatrifon of Berwic, was able, without any other
affiftance, to quell thefe rebels. Great feverity was ex=
ercifed againft fuch as had taken part in thefe rafh en-
terprizes. . Sixty-fix petty conflables were hanged 5
and no lefs than eight hundred perfons are faid, on the

! Cubala, p. 170, Diggeg, P 4+ m Camden, p. 423
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whole, to have {uffered by the hands of the executioner®, C T
But the queen was fo well pleafed with Norfolk’s beha-L___V'____.
viour, that fhe releafed him from the Tower: allowed - 1569.
him to live, though under fome fhew of confinement, in
his own houfe ; and only exalted a promife from him not
to proceed any farther in his negociations with the queen
of Scots°,

Er1zaBeTH now found that the detention of Mary
was attended with all the ill confequences, which fhe had
forefeen, when fhe firft embraced that meafure. This
latter princefs, recovering, by means of her misfortunes
and her own natural good fenfe, from that delirium, into
which fhe feems to have been thrown during her attach-
ment to Bothwel, had behaved with fuch modefty, and
judgment, and even dignity, that every one, who ap-
proached her, was charmed with her demeanor ; and her
friends were enabled, on fome plaufible grounds, to deny
the reality of all thofe erimes, which had been imputed
to her?, Compaflion for her fituation, and the neceflity
of procuring her liberty, proved an incitement among all
her partizans to be aétive in promoting her caufe; and as
her deliverance from captivity, it. was thought could no
wife be affeCted but by attempts dangerous to the efta-
blifhed government, Elizabeth had reafon to expeét little
tranquillity fo long as the Scottifh queen remained a pri-
foner in her hands. But as this inconvenience had been
preferred to the danger of allowing that princefs to enjoy
her liberty, and to feek relief in all the catholic courts:of
Europe, it behoved the queen to fupport the meafure
which the had adopted, and to guard, by every prudent
expedient, againft the mifchiefs, to which it was expofed.
She ftill flattered Mary with hopes of her protection,
maintained an ambiguous conduct between that queen

B Leflev, p. 82. © Ibid, p. 98.. Camden, p. 4°9.  Haynes,
Pe 597 P Lefley, p. 277> Haynes, p, g1t 548,
M3 and
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C © A P.and her enemies in Scotland, negociated perpetually con-
XL.
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1569.

cerning the terms of her reftoration, made conftant pro-
feiions of friendthip to her ; and by thefe artifices endea-
voured both to prevent her from making any defperate
efforts for her deliverance, and to fatisfy the French and
Span th ambafladors, who never intermitted their folici
tations, fonetimes accompanicd with ménaces, in her
behalf. This deceit was received with the fame deceit
by the queen of Scots: Profeffions of confidence were
returned by profetiions equally infincere : And while an
appearance of” iricndthip was maintained on both fides,
the animofity and jealoufy, which bad long prevailed
between them, Lecame every day more inveterate and
incurable.’ - Thefe two princefles, in addrefs, eapacity,
aéuivity, and {pirir, were nearly a match for cach other;
but unhappily, Mary, befides her prefent forlorn condi-
tion, was always infurior in perfonal conduét and difcre-

“‘tion, as well as in power, to her illuftrious rival.

ErizaeeTH and Mary wrote at the fame time letters
to the regent. The queen of Scots defired, that her
marriage with Bothwel might be examined, and a divorce
be legally pronounced between them. The queen of
England gave Murray the choice of three conditions;

" that Mary thould be reftored to her dignity on cestain

terms ; that fhe fhould be affociated with her fon, and
the adminiftration remain in the regent’s hands, till the
young prince fhould come to years of difcretion ; or that
the fhould be allowed to live at liberty as a private perfon
in Scotland, and have an honourable fettlement made in
her favour 3. Murray fummoned a convention of ftates,
in order to dcliberate on thefe propofals of the two queens.
No anfwer was made by them to Mary’s letter, on pre-
tence that fhe had there employed the ftyle of a fovereigh,

¢ MSS. in the Alvocates’ Library, A, 329. p. 137, from Cott. Lib.
catal. ¢ Lo

addrefling
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addreffing herfelf to her fubjefls ; but in reality, becanfeC® A P.
they faw that her requeft was calculated to prepare the M
way for a marriage with Norfolk, or fome powerful 3569
prince, who could fupport her caufe, and reftore her to

the throne, They replied to Elizabeth, that the two

former conditions were fo derogatory to the soyal antho-

rity of their prince, that they could not fo much as deli-

berate concerning them: The third alone could be the

fubje& of treaty. It was evident, that Elizabeth, in pro-

pofing conditions fo unequal in their imporiance, invited

the Scots to a refufal of thofe which were moft advan-
tageous to Mary ; and as it was difficult, if not impef-

fible, to adjuft all the terms of the third, fo as to render

it fecure and eligible to 2}l parties, it was concluded that

fhe was not fincere in any of them .

IT is pretended, that Murray had entered into a private 3370,
negociation with the queen, to get Mary delivered into
his hands ® ; and as Elizabeth found the detention of her
in England fo dangerous, it is probable, that fhe would
have been pleafed, on any honourable or fafe terms, to
rid herfelf of a prifoner who gave her fo much inquie-
tudet. But all .thefe projefts vanifhed by the fudden
death of the regent, who was aflaffinated, in revenge of 23 Jamuary.
a private injury, by a gentleman of the name of Hamil- sfina-
ton. Murray was a perfon of confiderable vigour, abili- :i?o‘;‘&‘h:!
ties, and conftancy ; but though he was nat unfuccefsful, ray.
dyring his regency, in compofing the diffentions in Scot-
land, his talents fhone out more eminently in the begin-
ning than in the end of his life.  His manners were
rough and auftere; and he pofl:fled not that perfe@ intee
grity, which frequently accompanics, and can alone atone
for, that unamiable charadter.

t Spctfwood, p. 230, 233 Lefley, p. 71, s Comden; p. 425
Lefley, p. 83. ¢ See pote [O] at the end of the velume,
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By the death of the regent, Scotland relapfed inta

' _anarchy. Mary’s party aflembled together, and made

themfelves mafters of Edinburgh. The caftle, . com-
manded 'by Kirkaldy of Grange, feemed to favour her
caufe; and as many of the principal nobility had ems
braced that party, it became probable, though the people
were in general averfe to her, that her authority might
again acquire the alcendant. To check its progrefs, Elis
zabeth dlimtchcd Suffex, with an army, to the North,
under colour of chaftizing the ravages committed by the
borderers. He entered Scotland, and laid wafte the lands
of the Kers and Scots, feized the caftle of Hume, and
committed hoftilities on all Mary’s partizans, who, he
faid, had offended his miftrefs, by harbouring the Englifh
rebels, © Sir Willlam Drury was afterwards fent with 3
body of troops, and he threw down the houfes of the'Ha-
gaged in the fame faction. The
afterwards recalled by agreemeng
with the queen of Scots, who promifed, in return, that

miltons, who were en
Englith armics were

no French troops thould be introduced into Scotland, and
that the Englifh rebels fhould be delivered up to the

Bur Linvm‘n. th queen, . covering herfelf with the pre-

tence of revenging her own quarrel, fo far contributed to
fuppoit the party of the young king of Scots, fhe was
cautious not to declare openly againft Mary ; and fhe
even fent a requeft, which was equivalent to a command,
to the enemies of that princefs not to ele&t, during fome
time, a regent in the place of Murray ¥, Lenox, the
]/n.p s grandfather, was, therefore, chofen temporary go=
vernor, under the title of Licutenant. Hearing after-
wards that Mary’s paz'iizaHS, inftead of delivering up
Weftmoreland, and the other fugitives, as they had pro-
mifed, had lowed them to efcape into Flanders; fhe

8 Lefley, pi 97, W Spotfivoed, p. 240
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permitted the king’s party to give Lenox the title of re. € H ARy
gent *, and fhe fent Randolph, as her refident, to maintain \__ _,_;

a correfpondence with him, But notwithftanding this
ftep, taken in favour of Mary’s encmies, the never laid
afide her ambiguous condu&t, or  quitted the appearance
of amity to that princefs. Being importuned by the
bithop.of Rofs, and her other agents, as well as by fo-
reign ambafladors, fhe twice procured a fufpenfion of
arms between the Scottith fadtions, and by that means
fropped the hands of the regent, who was likely to obtain
advantages over the oppofite party 7. By thefe feeming
contrarieties fhe kept alive the factions in Scotland, en=
creafed their mutual animofity, and rendered the whole
country a {cene of devaftation and of mifery 2. She had
no intention to conquer the kingdom, and confequently
no intereft or defign to inftigate the parties againft each
other ; but this confequence was an accidental effeét of
her cautious politics, by which fhe was engaged, as far as
pofiible, to keep on good terms with the queen of Scots,
and never to violate the appearances of friendthip with
ber, at leaft thofe of neutrality 2,

THE better to amufe Mary with the profpedt of an
accommodation, Cecil and Sir Walter Mildmay were
fent to her with propofals from Elizabeth. 'The terms
were fomewhat rigorous, fuch as a captive queen might
expect from a jealous rival ; and they thereby bore the
gieater appearance of fincerity on the part of the Englifh
court, It was required, . that the queen of Scots, befides
renouncing all title to the crown of England during the
life-time of Elizabeth, fhould make a perpetual league,
offenfive and defenfive, between the kingdoms ; that fhe
fhould marry no Englilhman without Elizabeth’s con-

x Spotfwood, p. 241. y Ibid. p.243i z Crawford, p. 136,
# See note [P] at the end of the yolume, )
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e P.fent, nor any other perfon without he confent of the
i ftates of Scotland; that compenfationfhould be made for
1575 the late ravages committed in England that juftice fhould

be executed on the murderers of kirg Henry; that the
young prince fhould be fent into Engand to be educated
there; and that fix hoftages, all of themoblemen, fhould be
delivered to the queen of England, witl the caftle of Hume,
and fome other fortrefs, for the fecurty of performance®,
Such were the conditions upon whichElizabeth promifed
to contribute her endeavours toward the reftoration of
the depofed queen. The ncceflity ¢ Mary’s affairs ob-
Tiged her to confent to them; and he kings of Exa
and Spain, as well as the pope, whn confulted by g
approved of her condu&; chiefly on iccount of the civil
wars, by which all Europe was at thit time agitated, and
which incapacitated the catholic primes from giving hes
any affiftance .

ELizABETH’s commiffioners propfed alfo to Mary a
plan of accommodation with her fibjects in Scotland ;
and after fome reafomng on that had, it was agreed,
that the queen fhould require Lenox, the regent, to {end
commiffioners, in order to treat « conditions under
her mediation. ‘The partizans of Mary boafted, thatall
terms were fully fettled with the coirt of England, and
that the Scottifh rebels would foon b: conftrained to fub-
mit to the authority of their foverégn: But Elizabeth
took care that thefe rumours fthould neet with no credit,
and that the king’s party fhould notbe difcouraged, nor
fink too low in their demands. Cecil wrote to inform
the regent, that all the queen of Enland’s propofa]s, fo
far from being fixed and irrevocable, were to be difcufled
anew in the conference; and defirec him to fend com-
miffioners who fhould be copftant n the king’s caufe,

b Spotfwoody p.245. Lefley, p. 301, 8 Lefley, p. 109, &c.
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and cautious not o make conceffions which might be pre- € P;(LA P.
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judicial to their prty .  Sufex alfo, in his letters, drop= e v

ped hints to the fme purpofe; and Elizabeth herfelf faid
to the abbot of Dunfermling, whom Lenox had fent to
the court of Engand, that the would not infift on Mary’s
reftoration, provded the Secots could make the juftice of
their caufe apper to her fatisfaction ; and that, even if
their reafons {hodd fail fhort of full convi&tion, fhe would
take effectual can to provide for their future fecurity ©.

TaE parliamet of Scotland appointed the earl of Mor=-
ton, and Sir Janes Macyill, together with the abbot of
Dunfermling, tcmanage the treaty. T hefe commiflion-
ers prefented menorials, containing reafons for the de-
pofition of theirqueen; and they fcconded their argu-
ments with exanples drawn from the Scottith hiftory, with
the authority oflaws, and with the fentiments of many
famous divines. 1 he lofty ideas, which Elizabeth had
entertained of th abfolute, indefeafable right of fovereigns,
made her be fhicked with thefe republican topics; and
{he told the Scotith commiflioners, that the was no-wife
{atisfied with tkir reafons for juftifying the condu& of
their countryme:; and that they might therefore, with-
out attempting iny apology, proceed to open the condi-
tions, which thy required for their feccurityf, They
replied, that thér commiffion did not empower them to
treat of any tems, which might infringe the title and
fovereignty of neir young king; but they would gladly
hear whatever popofals thou!d be made them by her ma-~
jefty. The corlitions, recommended by the queen, were
not difadvantagous to Mary; but as the commiffioners
ftill infifted, tha they were not authorized to treat in any
manner, concening the reftoration of that princefs %, the

d Spotfwood, p. 25 ¢ Itid. p. 247, 248, £ Ibid, p. 248
349 § Hayes, p. 623,
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il € H & P.conferences -were mneceflarily at an ecnd ; and Elizabeth

difmiffed the Scottith commiffioners with jinjundions,
that they fhould return, after having procured moreample
powers from their parliament®, The bifhop of Rofs
openly complained to the Englifh council, that they had
abufed his miftrefs ‘by fair promifes and profeflions; and
Mary_ herfelf was no longer at a lofs to judge of Llizas
beth’s infincerity. By reafon of thefe difappointnents,
matters came ftill nearer to extremities between tle two
princefies ; and the queen of Scots, finding al her
hopes eluded, was more ‘{trongly incited to mate, at
all hazards, every poflible attempt for her libertr and
fecurity.

An incident alfo happened about this time, which
tended to widen the breach between Mary and Elizibeth,
and to encreafe the vigilance and jealoufy of the latter
princefs. Pope Pius V. who had fucceeded Pauly after
hbaving endeayoured in vain to conciliate by gentle neans
the friendfhip of Elizabeth, whom his predeceffor’ vio-
lence had irritatedy iffued at laft a bull of excomminica-
tion againft her, deprived her of all title to the cown,
and abfolved her fubjects from their oaths of allegiincels
It feems probable, that this attack on the queen’ au-
thority was made in concert with Mary, who intenled by
that means to forward the northern rebellion; a meafure
which was at that time in agitation*, John Telton
affixed this bull to the gates of the bifhop of Loidon’s
palace ; and fcorning either to fly or to deny the fal, he
was feized, and condemned, and received the crown of
martyrdom, for which he feems to have entertaired fo
violent an ambition ',

¥ Spotfwood, p. 249, 250, &c. Lefley, p. ¥33. 136, Camden,p. 437
432, i Camden, p. 427, & Ibid.p. g41.from Cajtanus's
iite of Pius V, ! Camden, p, 428,
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2 new parliament, after five years” interval, was aft'C'H 4 P,
fervled at Weftminfter; and as the queén, by the rage e
of he pope againft het, was become ftill mote the head 1571
of te ruling party, it might be expe&led; both from this Zd::ﬂ?ap_nl'
incilent and from her own prudent and vigorous: con=meat. -
duc, that her authority over the tworhoufes would be
abfdutely uncontroulable. It was fo in fa&; yet is it
remurkable, that it prevailed not without fome finall op~
pofiion; and that too arifing chiefly from the height of
zeal for proteftantifm; a difpofition of the Englifh;
whih, in general, contributed extremely to encreafe the
quen’s popularity, 'We fhall be fomewhat particular in
telaing - the tranfadtions of this feffion, becaufe they

fhov, as well the extent of the royal power during thag
age, as the character of Elizabeth and the genius of her
govrnment. It will be curious alfo to cbferve the faint
dawn of the {pirit of liberty among the Englith, the
jeabufy with which that fpirit was reprefled by the fove-
reign, the imperious conduét which was maintained in
oppition to it, and the eafe with which it was fubdued
by his arbitrary princefs.

TruE lord keeper, Bacon, after the fpeaker of the com-
mois- was elected; told the parliament, in the queen’s
nane, that fhe enjoined them not to meddle with any
maters of ftate™: Such was his expreflion; by which he
prolably meant, the queftions of the queen’s marriage
and the fucceflion, about which they had before given
herfome uneafinefs : For as to the other great points of
govrnment, alliances, peace and war, or foreign nego-
ciatons; no parliament in that age ever prefumed to take
then under confideration, or queftion, in thefe particulars,
theconduct of their {overeign, or of his minifters.

Iv the former parliament, the puritans had introduced
feven bills for a farther reformation in religion; but they

m D’Ewes, p. 141,

had
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€ H A P. had not been able to prevail in any one of them®, This

XL,

—

1570,

houfe of commons had fitten a very few days, when Stric<
land, a member, revived one of the bills, that for the
amendment of the liturgy °.  The chief objection, which
he mentioned, was the fign of the crofsin baptifm. Another
member added, the kneeling at the facrament; and
remarked, that, if a pofture of humiliation were requifite
in that ac of devotion, it were better, that the communi-
cants fhould throw themfelves proftrate on the ground, in
order to keep at the wideft diftance from former fuperfti=
tion P.

REericioN was a point, of which Elizabeth was, if
poffible, ftill more jealous than of matters of ftate. She
pretended, that, in quality of fupreme head or governor
of the church, fhe was fully empowered, by her preroga-
tive alone, to decide all queftions, which might arife
with regard to dorine, difcipline, or worfhip ; and fhe
never would allow her parliaments fo much as to take
thefe points into confideration®. The courtiers ¢id not
forget to infilt on this topic: The treafurer of the houfe-
hold, ‘though he allowed, that'any herefy might be
reprefled by parliament (a conceffion which feems to have
been rafh and unguarded; fince the a, invefting the
crown with the fupremacy, or rather recognizing that
prerogative, gave the fovereign full power to reform all
herefies), yet he affirmed, that it belonged to the queen
alone, as head of the church, to regulate every queftion
of ceremony in worfhip’. The comptroller feconded
this argument; infifted on the extent of the queen’s pre-
rogative ; and faid that the houfe might, from former
examples, hdve taken warning not to meddle with fuch
matters. One Piftor oppofed thefe remonftrances of the
courtiers. He was fcandalized, he faid, that affairs of

n D'Ewes, p.185. © Ibid, p. 256, 157. p Ibid, p. 1670
¢ Ibids p, 758 * Ibid, p. 1660.
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fuch infinite conf-quence {namely, kneeling and making® H o
the fign of the crofs) fhould be paffed over fo lightly. ..t
Thefe queftions, he added, concern the falvation of fouls, %575
and intereft every one more deeply than the monarchy of
the whole world, T'his caufe he fhewed to be the caufe
of God; thereft were all but terrene, yea trifles in com=
parifon, call them ever fo great: Subfidies, crowns,
kingdoms, he knew not what weight they had, when
laid in the balance with fubjets of fuch unfpeakable
importance®. Though the zeal of this member feems
to have been approved of, the houfe, overawed by the
prerogative, voted upon the queftion, that a petition
fhould be prefented to her majefty, for her licenceto pro-
ceed farther in this bill; and in the mean time, that they
fhould ftop ail debate or reafoning concerning it*.
MaTTERS would probably have refted here, had not
the queen been fo highly offended with Stricland’s pre-
fumption, in moving the bill for reformation of the
liturgy, that the fammoned him before the council, and
prohibited him thenceforth from appearing in the houfe
of commons”. This a& of power was tco viclent even
for the fubmiflive parliament to endure, Carleton took
notice of the matter; complained that the liberties of the
houfe were invaded ; obferved that Stricland was not a
private man, but reprefented a multitude; and moved,
that he might be fent for, and, if he were guilty of
any offence, might an{wer for it at the bar of the houfe,
which he infinuated to be the only competent tribunal ».
Yelverton enforced the principles of liberty with ftill
greater boldnefs. He faid, that the precedent was dan-
gerous: And though in this happy time of lenity, among
fo many good and honourable perfonages as were at pre-

fent invefted with authority, nothing of extremity or

s D’Ewes, p. 166. t 1bid. p. 167, ¥ Joid, p, X75.
"W bid.
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C H A P. injury was to be apprehended; yet the times might alter;

what now is permitted, might hereafter be conftrued as
duty, and might be enforced even on the ground of the
prefent permiffion. He added; that all matters not
treafonable, or which implied not 00 much derogation of
the imperial crown, might, without offence, be introduced
into parliament ; where every queftion that concerned the
community muft be confidered, and where even thé right
of the crown itfelf muft finally be determined. He
remarked; that men fat not in that houfe in their private
capacities, but ds elefted by their country; and though
it was proper, that the prince fhould retain his prerogative,
yet was that prerogative limited by law: As the fovereign
could not of himfelf make laws, neither could he break
them, merely from his own authority*

TuEsE principles were popular, and noble, and gene=
rous 3 but the open affertion of them was; at this time,
fomewhat new in England : And the courtiers were more
warranted by prefent practice, when they advanced a
contrary do&trine, The treafurer warned the houfe to be
cautious in their proceedings; neither to venture farther
than their affured warrant might extend; nor hazard
their good opinion with her majefty in any doubtful caufes
The member, he faid, whofe attendance they required,
was not reftrained on account of any liberty of fpeech, but
for his exhibiting a bill in the houfe againft the prerogative
of the queen ; a temerity which was not to be tolerateds
And he concluded with obferving, that even {peeches;
made in that houfe; had been queftioned and examined by
the fovereign’.  Cleere, another member, remarked,
that the fovereign’s prerogative is not fo much as difputs
able, and that the fafety of the queen is the fafety of the
fubject, He added, that, in queftionsof divinity, every
‘man was for his inftruion to repair to his ordinary; and

X D'Ewes, p. 173, 1706, ¥ Ibid. p. 1744
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he feems to infinuate, that the bithops themfelves, for C H A P,
their inftruction, muft repair to the queenz. Fleetwood __ .,
obferved, that, in his memory, he knew a man, who, in 1571
the fifth of the prefent queen, had been called to account

for a fpeech in the houfe. But left this example fhould

be deemed too recent, he would inform them; from the
parliament rolls, that, in the reign of Henry V. a bifhop

was committed to prifon by the king’s command, on
account of his freedom of fpeech; and the parliament pre-

fumed not to'go farther than to be humble fuitors for him :

In the fubfequent reign the fpeaker himfelf was committed;

with another member; and the houfe found no other
remedy than a like fubmiffive application. He advifed

the houfe to have recourfe to the fame expedient ; and ot

to prefume either to fend for their member, or demand

him as of right®, During this {peech, thofe members of

thie privy-council who fat in the houfe, whifpered toge-

ther ; upon which the fpeaker moved, that the houfe
fhould make ftay of all farther proceedings: A motion,

which was immediately complied with., The queen,
finding that the experiment, which fhe had made, was

likely to excite a great ferment, faved her honour by this

filence of the houfe; and left the queftion might be re=
famed, fhe fent next day to Stricland her permiffion. to
give his attendance in parliament ®.
NoTwiTHSTANDING this rebuke from thé thtone, the
zeal of the commons ftill engaged them to continue the
difcuflion of thofe other bills which regarded religions
but they were interrupted by a ftill more arbitrary pro-
ceeding of the queen, in which the lords condefcended
to be her inftruments.  This houfe fent a meflage to
the commons, defiring that a committee might attend
them. Some members were appointed for that pur-
pofe; and the upper houfe informed them, that the

z D’Ewes, p. 175 a Ibid. p. 376, b Idem jbids
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€ F A P. queen’s majefty, being informed of the articles of refornts
“ __, ation which they had canvafled, approved of them, in-

tended to publith them, and to make the bifhops execute
them, by virtue of her royal authority, as {fupreme head
of the church of England : But that fhe would not pers
it them to be treated of in parliament®, The houféy
though they did not entirely ftop proceedings on account
of this injun&ion, feem to have been nowife offended at
fuch haughty treatment; and in the iffue ‘all the bills
came to nothing. :
A moTioNn, made by Robert Bell, a puritan, againft
an exclufive patent granted to a company of merchants'ift
Briftol ¢, gave alfo occafion to feveral rentarkable inci-
dents. - The queen, fome days after the motion was
made, fent ‘orders by the mouth of the fpeaker, com-
manding the houfe to fpend little time in motions, and
to avoid long fpeeches. All the members underftood,
that fhe had been offended, becaufe a'matter had been
moved, which feemed to touch her prerogative®. Fleet-
wood accordingly fpoke of this delicate fubject, He
obferved, that the queen had a prerogative of granting
patents ; that to queflion the validity of any patent was
to invade the royal prerogative ; that all foreign trade
was entirely fubjeéted to the: pleafure of the fovereign;
that even the ftatute, which gave liberty of commerce
admitted of all prohibitions from the crown; and that
the prince, when he granted an exclufive patent, only
employed the power ‘vefted in him, and prohibited all
others from dealing in any particular branch of com-
merce. He quoted the clerk of the parliament’s book to
prove, that no man might fpeak in parliament of the fta-
tute of wills, unlefs the king firft gave licence: becaufe
the royal prerogative in the wards was thereby touched,
He fhewed likewife the fatutes of Edward I. Edward IIL

¢ D’Ewes, p. 180, 185, d Ibid, p. 185, e Ibid, p: 159,
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and Henry IV. with a faving of the prerogative. And CH A F.

1

in Edward VI.’s time, the prote&or was applied to, for  —

his allowance to mention matters of pferogative .

Sir HumPHREY GILBERT, the gallant and renowned
fea-adventurer, carried thefe topics flill farther. He en-
deavoured to prove the motion made by Bell to be a vain
device, and perilous to be treated of ; fince it tended to
the derogation of the prerogative imperial, which who-
ever fhould attempt fo much as in fancy, could not, he
faid, be otherwile accounted than an open enemy. For
what difference is there between faying, that the queen
is not to ufe the privilege of the crown, and faying that
fhe is not queen? And though experience has fhewn fo
much clemency in her majefty, as might, perhaps, make
fubje&s forget their duty; it is not good to fport or
venture too much with princes. He reminded them of
the fable of the hare, who, upon the proclamation, that
all horned beafts fhould depart the court, immediately
fled, left his ears thould be conftrued to be horns; and
by this apologue he feems to infinuate, that even thofe
who heard or permitted fuch dangerous fpecches, would
not themfelves be entirely free from danger. He defired
them to beware, left, if they meddled farther with thefe
matters, the queen might look to her own power; and
finding herfelf able to fupprefs their challenged liberty,
and to exert an arbitrary authority, might imitate the
example of Lewis XI. of France; who, as he termed it,
delivered the crown from wardfhip 2,

THoUGH this fpeech gave fome difguft, no body, at
the time, replied any thing, but that Sir Humphrey mift
took the meaning of the houfe; and of the member who
made the motion: They never had any other purpofes
than to reprefent their gricvances, in due and feemly
form, unto her majefty. But in a fubfequent debate

f D’Ewes, p. 160, g Ibid, p. 168,
N 2 Peter
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Peter Wentworth, a man of a fuperior free fpirit, called
an infult on the houfe; noted Sir Humphrey’s
difpofition to flatter and fawn on the prince; compared
him to the cameleon, which can change itfelf into all
colours, except white; and recommended to the houfe,
a due care of liberty of fpeech; and of ‘the privileges of
parliament® It appears, on the whole, that the motion
againft the exclufive patent had no effe.  Bell, the
member who firft introduced it, was fent for by the coun-
cil, and was feverely reprimanded for his temerity. He
returned to the houfe with fuch an amazed countenance,
that all the members, well informed of the reafon, were
ftruck with terror ; and during fome time, no one durft
rife to fpeak of any matter of importance, for fear of giv-
ing offence to the queen and the council. Even after the
fears of the commons were fomewhat abated, the mem-
bers fpoke with extreme precaution ; and by employing
moft of their difcourfe in preambles and apologies, they
fhewed their confcious terror of the rod which hung over
them. Wherever any delicate point was touched, though
ever fo gently ; nay feemed to be approached, though at
ever fo great a diftance, the whifper ran about the houfe,
¢ The queen will be offended ; the council will be ex-
¢ tremely difpleafed:” And by thefe furmizes men were
warned of the danger, to which they expofed themfelvess
It is remarkable, that the patent, which the queen de-
fended with fuch imperious viclence, was contrived for
the profit of four courtiers, and was attended with the
utter ruin of feven or eight thoufand of her induftrious
fubjects i,

THus, every thing, which paffed the two houfes, was
extremely refpectful and fubmiffive; yet did the queen
think it incumbent on her, at the conclufion of the fef-
fion, to check, and that with great feverity, thofe fecble

B D’Ewes, p. 175, 3 Ibid, p. 242.
efforts
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efforts of liberty, which had appeared in the motions and € H A P,
fpeeches of fome members. The lord keeper told the — —
commons, in her majefty’s name, that, though the ma- s7%
jority of the lower houfe had fhewn themfelves in their
proceedings, difcreet and dutiful, yet a few of them had
difcovered a contrary charadler, and had juftly merited

the reproach of audacious, arrogant, and prefumptuous :
Contrary to their duty, both as fubjeéts and parliament-

men, nay contrary to the exprefs injunétions given them

from the throne at the beginning of the feffion ; injunc-

tions, which it might well become them to have better
attended to; they had prefumed to call in queftion her
majefty’s grants and prerogatives. But her majefty warns

them, that, fince they thus wilfully forget themfelves,

they are otherwife to be admonifhed: Some other fpecies

of correCtion muft be found for them; fince neither the
commands of her majefty, nor'the example of their wifer
brethren, can reclaim their audacious, arrogant, and pre-
-fumptuous folly, by which they are thus led to meddle

with what nowife belongs to them, and what lies beyond

the compafs of their underftanding &,

In all thefe tranfalions appears clearly the opinion,
which Elizabeth had entertained of the duty and antho-
rity of parliaments. T'hcy were not to convafs any mat-
ters of ftate: Still lefs were they to meddle with the
church. Queftions of either kind were far abave their
reach, and were appropriated- to the prince alone, or to
thofe councils and minifters, with whom he was pleafed
to entruft them. What then was the office of parlia-
ments ? They might give directions for the due tanning
of leather, or milling of cloth; for the prefervation of
pheafants and partridges; for the reparation of bridges
and highways ; for the punifhment of vagabonds or com-
mon beggars, Regulations concerning the police of the

k D'Ewes, p. 151,
N 3 country
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undér their infpeion; and the
his kind which they prefcribed, had, if not 3
greater, yet a more durable authority, than thofe which
were derived folely from the proclamations of the fove
reign. Precedents or reports could fix a rule for decifions
in private property, or the punifhment of crimes; but no
alteration or innovation in the municipal law could pros
eed from any other fource than the parliament ; nor
would the courts of juftice be induced to change their
eftablifhed practice by an order of council. But the moft
acceptable part of pariiamentary proceedings was the
granting of fubfidies ; the attainting and punifhing of the
obnoxious nobility, or any minifter of ftate after his fall 5
the countenancing of fuch great efforts of power, as
might be deemed fomewhat exceptionable, when they pro-
ceeded entirely from the fovereign. The redrefs of grie-g
vances was fometimes promifed to the people ; but feldom
could have place, while it was an eftablifhed rule, that
the prerogatives of the crown muft not be abridged, or fo
much as queftioned and examined in parliament. Even
though monopolies and exclufive companies had already
reached an enormous height, and were every day encreaf-
ing, to the deftruétion of all liberty, and extin&ion of all
induftry; it was criminal in a member to propofe, in the
moft dutiful and regular manner, a parliamentary applis
cation againft any of them.
Tuese maxims of government were not kept fecret by
ilizabeth, or fmoothed over by any fair appearances ol

plaufible pretences. They were openly avowed in hel

fpeeches and meflages to parliament; and were accom:
panied with all the haughtinefs, nay fometimes bitternefs
of exprefion, which the meaneft fervant could look fo
from his offended mafter. Yet notwithftanding this com
du@, Elizabeth continued to be the moft popular fove
reign that ever {wayed ‘the fcepter of England ; becaufi

' th
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the maxims of her reign were conformable to the princi- € P)’ﬂ;‘% t
ples of the times, and to the opinion, generally entertain- Saop it
ed with regard to the conftitution, The continued en- 1573
croachments of popular aflemblies on Elizabeth’s fuc-

ceflors have fo changed our ideas in thefe matters, that

the paflages above mentioned appear to us extremely cu-

rious, and even at firft furprifing ; but they were fo little
remarked, during the time, that neither Camden, though

a contemporary writer, nor any other hiftorian, has taken

any notice of them. So abfolute, indeed, was the au-

therity of the crown, that the precious fpark of liberty

had been kindled, and was preferved, by the puritans

alone ; and it was to this fe€t, whofe principles appear fo
frivolous and habits fo ridiculous, that the Englith owe

the whole freedom of their conftitution, Actuated by

that zeal which belongs to innovators, and by the cou=

rage which enthufiafm infpires, they hazarded the utmoft
indignation of their fovereign; and employing all their

induftry to be ele@ed into parliament; a matter not dif-

ficult, while a feat was rather regarded as a burthen than

an advantage ! ; they firft acquired a majority in that af-
fembly, and then obtained an afcendant over the church
and monarchy.

Tue following were the principal laws enacted this
fefion. Tt was declarcd treafon, during the life-time of
the queen, ta affirm, that the was' not the lawful fove=
reign, or that any other poflifled a preferable title, or that
fhe was a heretic, fchifmatic, or infidel, or that the laws
and ffatutes cannot limit and determine the right of the
crown and the fucceffor thereof: To maintain in writing
of

#7,

or printing, that any perfon, extept the npatural 1))

74

her body, is or ought to be the queen’s heir or fucceflon,

o

fubjelted the perfon and all his abettors, for the firft of-

1 Tt appeared this feffion, that a tribe of four pounds had been given to a
i3, It is probable, that the
ge of be ng free from arrefis,

N 2 fence,

P.

mayor for a feat in parliament.  D7Es

rhar

member had po other view than the privt
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c *;(i\ P. fence, to'imprifonment during a year, and to the forfeis

\—— —ture of half their goods: The fecond offence fubjeéted

571,

them to the penalty of a premunire "« This law was

plainly levelled againft the queen of Scots and her partj-
zans ; and implied an avowal, that Elizabeth never in-
tended to declare her fucceflor. It may be noted, that
the ufual phrafe of /awful iffiey which the parliament
thought indecent towards the queen, as if fhe could be
fuppofed to have any other, was changed into that of ne-
tural iffue.  But this alteration was the fource of plea-
fantry during the time; and fome fufpe@ed a deeper de-
fign; as if Leicefter intended, in cafe of the qucen’s de-
mife, to produce fome baftard of his own, and affirm
that he was her offspring ",

It was alfo enatted, that whofoever by bulls fhould
publifh abfolutions or other refcripts of the pope, or
fhould, by means of them, reconcile any man to the
church of Rome, fuch offenders, as well as thofe wha
were fo reconciled, fhould be guilty of treafon, - The
penalty of a premunire was impofed on every one who
imported any Agnus Dei, crucifix, or fuch other imple-
ment of fuperftition, confecrated by the pope® The
former laws againft ufury, were enforced by a new fta-
tute?. A fupply of one fubfidy and two fifteenths was
granted by parliament. The queen, as fhe was deter-
mined to yield to them none of her power, was very cau=
tious in afking them for any fupply. She endeavoured,
either by a rigid frugality to make her ordinary revenues
fuffice for the necefiities of the crown, or fhe employed
her prerogative, and procured money by the granting of
patents, monopolies, or by fome fuch ruinous expes
dient. '

TuoucH Elizabeth pofiefled fuch uncontrouled autho-
fity over her parliaments, and fuch extenfive influence

m 13 Eliz, ¢, Is 0 Czmden, P+ 416, o 13 Eliz, ¢. 2.
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over her people; though during a courfe of thirteen©® H{l‘\ P,
years, fhe had maintained the public tranquillity, wl11ch__,\/__,
was only interrupted by the hafty and ill-concerted infur- 1573
rection in the north; fhe was fill kept in great anxiety,

and felt her throne perpetually totter under her, The

violent commotions, excited in France and the Low
Countries, as well as in Scotland, feemed in one view to

fecure her againft any difturbance; but they ferved, on

more reflection, to inftruct her in the danger of her fitua-

tion, when fhe remarked, that England, no lefs than

thefe neighbouring countries, contained the feeds of in-

teftine difcord ; the differences of religious opinion, and

the furious intolerance and animofity of the oppofite fec-

taries.

THE league, formed at Bayonne in 1566 for the ex- Civil wars
termination of the proteftants, had not lw':n concluded fo ot France,
fecretly but intelligence of it had reached Condé, Co-
higni, and the other leaders of the hugonots; and find-
ing, that the meafures of the ‘court agreed with their
fufpicions, they determined to prevent the cruel perfidy
of their enemies, and to firike a blow before the c‘nhoh(s

werc aware of the <L\n~,fcr. The hugonots, though dif-
perfed over the whole kingdom, formed a kind of fc parate
empire ; and ’o;m;: clofely united, as well by their reli-
gious zeal, as by the dangers to which they were perpe-
'tuaHy expofed, they obeyed with entire fubmifiion the
orders of tHeir leaders, and were rea wdy on every fignal to
fly to arms.  The king and queen mother were living in
great fecurity at Monceaux in Brie; when they found
themfelves furrounded by proteftant troops, which had
ecretly marched thither from all quarters; and had not a
ody of Swifs come fpeedily to their relief, and condu&ed
hem with great intrepidity to Paris, they muft have

i
fallen, without refiftance, into the hands of the malcon-

v

o

tents. A battle was afterwards fought in the plains of

St.
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e H A P.S¢t. Dennis; where, though the old conftable Montme=

XL,

¢ ) TENCY,

1571,

the gencral of the catholics, was killed combating

finally defeated. Condé, colleéting his broken forces,
and receiving a flrong reinforcement from the German
o o

bravely at the head of his troops, the hugonots were

proteftants, appeared again in the field ; and laying fiege
to Chartres, a place of great importance, obliged the
court to agree to a new accommodation.

So great was the mutual animofity of thofe religionifts,
that even had the leaders on both fides been ever fo fin=
cere in their intentions for peace, and repofed ever fa
much confidence in each other, it would have been diffi-
cult to retain the people in tranquiility ; much more,
where fuch extreme jealoufy prevailed, and where the
court employed every pacification as a fnare for their ene-
mies. A plan was laid for feizing the perfon of the
prince and admiral ; who narrowly efcaped to Rochelle,
and fummoned their partizans to their afliftanced. The
civil wars were renewed with greater fury than ever, and
the parties became ftill more exafperated againft each
other.  The young duke of Anjou, brother to the king,
commanded the forces of the catholics; and fought in
1569 a great battle at Jarnac with the hugonots, where
the prince of Condé was kiiled, and his army defeated,
"T'his difcomfiture, with the lofs of fo great a leader, re-
duced not the hugonots to defpair. I'he admiral fhill
fupported the caufe; and having placed at the head of the
proteftants the prince of Navarre, then fixteen years of
age, and the young prince of Condé, he encouraged the
party rather to perith bravely in the ficld, than ignomi=
nioufly by the hands of the executioner. He collected
fuch numbers, fo determined to endure cvery extremity,
that he was enabled to make head againit the duke of

9 Davila, lib. 4.
; Anjouf
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Anjou; and being ftrengthened by a new reinforcement C H A P.

of Germans, he 'obliged that prince to retreat and to di- . __

vide his forces. 1571
Corignr then laid fiege to Poitiers; and as the eyes

of all France were fixed on this enterprize, the duke of

Guife, emulous of the renown, which his father had ac-

quired by the defence of Metz, threw himfelf into the

place, and fo animated the garrifon by his valour and

condud, that the admiral was obliged toraife the fiege.

Such was the commencement of that unrivaled fame and

grandeur, afterwards attained by this duke of Guife.

The attachment, which all the catholics had borne to his

father, was imt nediately transferred to the fon; and men

pleafed themfelves in comparing all the great and fhining

qualities, which feemed, in a manner, hereditary in that
family. Equal in affability, in munificence, in addrefs,
in eloquence, and in every quality, which engages the
affeétions of men; equal alfo in valour, in condu&, in
enterprize, in capacity ; there feemed only this difference
between them, that the fon educated in more turbulent
times, and finding a greater diflolution of all law and
order, exceeded the father in ambition and temerity, and
was engaged in enterprizes {till more deftru&tive to the
authority of his fovereign and to the repole of his native
country.

FrizapeTH, who kept her attention fixed on the civil
commotions of France, was nowife pleafed with this new
rife of her enemies, the Guifes; and being anxious for
the fate of the proteftants, whofe interefts were conneéted
with her own’, fhe was engaged, notwithftanding her
averfion from all rebellion, and from all oppofition to the
will of the fovereign, to give them fecretly fome aflift-
ance. Befides employing her authority with the Ger-
man princes, fhe lent money to the queen of Navarre,

I Haynes, p, 471,
and
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and received fome jewels as pledges for the loan. And
fhe permitted Henry Champernon to leyy, and tranfport
over into France, a regiment of 2 hundred gentlemen
voluntiers ; among whom Walter Raleigh, then a young
man, began to diftinguith himfelf, in that great fchool
of military valour®, The admiral, conftrained by the
impatience of his troops, and by the difficulty of fubfift-
ing them, fought with the duke of Anjou the battle of
Moncontour in Poictou, where he was wounded and de-
feated.  ‘The court of France, notwithftanding their fre-
quent experience of the obftinacy of the bugonots, and
the vigour of Coligni, vainly flattered themfelves, that
the force of the rebels was at laft finally annihilated ; and
they neglected farther preparations againit a foe, who,
they thought, could never more become dangerous,
They were furprized to hear, tbat this leader had appear-
ed, without difmay, in another quarter of the kingdomj
had encouraged the young princes, whom he governed,
to like conftancy; had aflembled an army; had taken
the field ; and was even ftrong enough to threaten Paris.
The public finances, diminifhed by the continued difor-
ders of the kingdom, and wafted by fo many fruitlefs
military enterprizes, could no longer bear the charge of
2 new armament; and the king, notwithftanding his ex=
treme animofity againft the hugonots, was obliged, in
1570, to conclude an accommodation with them, to
grant them a pardon for all paft offences, and to rencw
the edicts for liberty of confcicnce.

THoUGH a pacification was fecmingly concluded, the
mind of Charles was no wife reconciled to his rebellious
fubjeCls; and this accommodation, like all the foregoing,
was nothing but a fnare, by which the perfidious court
had projecied to deftroy at once, without danger, all its
formidable enemies. As the two young princes, the ad-

s Camden, p. 423 ’
mira F)
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tniral, and the other leaders of the hugonots, inftrudted® P;LA 3
by paft experience, difcovered an’extreme diftruft of the___v'__g
king’s intentions, and kept themfelves in fecurity, ata 1575
diftance, all poflible artifices were employed to remove

their apprehenfions, and convince them of the fincerity

of the new counfels, which feemed to be embraced., The

terms of the peace were religioufly obferved to them; the
toleration was ftrictly maintained; all attempts, made by

the zealous catholics to infringe it, were punifhed with
feverity; offices, and favours, and honours were beftow-

ed on the principal nobility among the proteftants; and

the king and council every where declared, that, tired of

civil diforders, and convinced of the impoflibility of
forcing men’s confciences, they were thenceforth deter-

mined to allow every one the free exercife of his religion.

AMonG the other artifices, employed to lull the pro-
teftants into a fatal fecurity, Charles affe&ed to enter into
clofe conneétions with Elizabeth ; and as it feemed not
the intereft of France to forward the union of the two
kingdoms of Great Britain, that princefs the more eafily
flattered herfelf, that the French monarch would prefer
her friendthip to that of the queenof Scots. The better
to deceive her, propofals of marriage were made her with
the duke of Anjou; a prince whofe youth, beauty, and
reputation for valour might naturally be fuppofed to re-
commend him to a woman, who had appeared not alto-
gether infenfible to thefe endowments, ‘The queen
immediately founded on this offer the project of deceiving
the court of France; and being intent on that artifice, fhe
laid herfelf the more open to be deceived. Negociations
were entered into with regard to the marriage; terms of
the contra& were propofed; difficulties ftarted and re-
moved ; and the two courts equally infincere, though
not equally culpable, feemed to approach every day nearer
to each other in their demands and conceffions, The great

obftacle
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C H A P.obftacle feemed to lie in adjufting the difference of reli-
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Affairs of
the Low
Countries.

gion ; ‘becaufe Elizabeth, who recommended toleration to
Charles, was determined not to grant it in her own do=
minions, not even to her hufband ; and the duke of Anjou
feemed unwilling to fubmit, for the fake of intereft, to
the dithonour of an apoftacy .

Tue artificial politics of Elizabeth never triumphed [0
much in any contrivances as in thofe which were con-
joined with her coquetry and as her charatter in this
particular was generally known, the court of France
thought, that they might, without danger of forming
any final conclufion, venture the farther in their concefs
fions and offers to her. The queen alfo had other motives
for difimulation. Befides the advantace of difcouraging
Mary’s partizans by the profpect of an alliance between
France and England, her fituation with Philip demanded
her utmoft vigilance and attention; and the violent
authority, eftablithed in the Low Countries, made her
defirous of fortifying herfelf even with the bare appearancé
of a new confederacy.

T uE theological controverfies, which had long agitated
Europe, had, from the beginning, penetrated into the Low
Countries; and as thefe provinces maintained an extens
five commerce, they had early received from every king-
dom, with which they correfponded, a tinéture of
religious innovation. An opinion at that time prevailed;
which had been zealoufly propagated by prictls, and
implicitly reccived by fovercigns, that herefy was clofely
connected with rebellion, and that every great or vio=
lent alteration in the church involved a like revolution
in the civil government. The forward zeal of the
reformers would feldom allow them to wait the confent
of the magiftrate to their innovations : They became lefs

t Camden, p. 433« Davilay lib, 55 Digges’s Complete Ambaflador,
pe 34, 310, 111,

dutiful
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dutiful when oppofed and punifhed : And though their € A 5
pretended fpirit of reafoning and enquiry was in reality
nothing but a new fpecies of implicit faith, the prince 571
took the alarm ; as if no inftitutions could be fecure from
the temerity of their refearches. The emperor Charles,
who purpofed to augment his authority under pretence of
defending the catholic faith, eafily adopted thefe politi-
cal principles ; and notwithftanding the limited preroga-
tive, which he poffefied in the Netherlands, he publifhed
the moft arbitrary, fevere, and tyrannical edi&s againft
the proteftants ; and he took care that . the execution of
them fhould be no lefs violent and fanguinary. He was
neither eruel nor bigotted in his natural difpofition ; yet
an hiftorian, celebrated for moderation and caution, has
computed, that, in the feveral perfecutions promoted by
that monarch, no lefs than a hundred thoufand perfons
perifhed by the hands of the executioner®, But thefe
fevere remedies, far from anfwering the purpofes in-
tended, had rather ferved to augment the numbers as well
as zeal of the reformers; and’ the magiftrates of the feveral
towns, fecing no end of thofe barbarous executions, felt
their humanity rebel againft their principles, and declined
any farther perfecution of the new doé&rines.

WHEN Philip fucceeded to his father’s dominions, the
Flemings were juftly alarmed with new apprehenfions ;
left their prince, obferving the lenity of the magiftrates,
fhould take the execution of the edicts from fuch remifs
hands, and fhould eflablith the inquifition in the Low
Countries, accompanied with all the iniquities and bare
barities which attended it-in Spain. The fevere and un-
relenting charaCter of the man, his profefled attachment
to Spanith manners, the inflexible bigotry of his princi-

t Grotii Annal. lib, 1, Father Paul, anc

in a paffage
Cauntries alone,

her great authority, computes

bove citzd, that ¢0,000 perfons were put to déath in the Low

1
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. ples 3 all thefe circumftances encreafed their terror: And
\ , when he departed the Netherlands, with a known inten-

tion never to return, the difguft of the inhabitants was
extremely augmented, and their dread of thofe tyrannical
orders, which their fovereign, furrounded with Spanith
minifters, would iffue from his cabinet at Madrid: He left
the dutchefs of Parma, governefs of the Low Countries;
and the plain good fenfe and good temper of that princefsy
had fhe been entrufted with the fole power, would have
preferved the fubmiffion of thofe opulent provinces, which
were loft from that refinement of treacherous and barba-
yous politics, on which Philip fo highly valued himfelf.
The Flemings found, that the name alone of regent
remained with the dutchefs; that Cardinal Granville en<
tirely poflefled the king’s confidence ; that attempts were
every day made on their liberties 3 that a refolution was
taken never more to aflemble the ftates; that new
bithoprics were arbitrarily ereted, in order to enforce the
execution of the perfecuting edicts; and that, on the
whole, they muft expet to be reduced to the condition of
a province under the Spanith monarchy.- The difcontents
of the nobility gave countenance to the complaints of the
gentry, which encouraged the mutiny of the populace;
and all orders of men fhowed a ftrong difpofition to revolts
Affociations were formed, tumultuary petitions prefented,
names of diftin&ion affumed, badges of party difplayed;
and the current of the people, - impelled by religious zealy
and irritated by feeble refiftance, rofe to fuch a height;
v in Antwerp, they made
-d worfhip, pillaged the

that, in {everal towrs, part
an open invafion on the eftabl
churches and monafterics, broke the images, and com=
mitted the moil unwarrantable diforders.

Tk wifer part of the nobility, particularly the prince
of Orange, and the counts Egmont and Horn, were
alarmed at thefe excefles, to which their own difcontents

had
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had at firft given countenance ; and feconding the wifdom€ H A P,
of the governefs, they fupprefled the dangerous infurrec- ;_;,_,_4
tions, punithed the ringleaders, and reduced all the pros ! 1571
vinces to a ftate of order and {ubmiffion. But Philip was
not contented with the re-eftablifhment of his ancient au-
thority : He confidered, that provinces, foremote from the
feat of government, could not be ruled by a limited pre~
rogative ; and thata prince, who muft entreat rather than
command, would neceflarily, when he refided not among
the people, feel every day a diminution of his power and
influence. = He determined, therefore, to lay hold of the
late popular diforders as a pretence for entirely abelithing
the privileges of the Loow Country provinees; and for
ruling them thenceforth with a military and arbitrary
authority.

IN the execution of this violent defign, he employed a
man, who was a proper inftrument in the hands of fuch
a tyrant. Ferdinand of Toledo, duke of Alva, had been
educated amidit arms; and having attained a confummate

knowledge in the military art, his habits led him to tranf-
fer into all government the fevere difcipline of a camp;
and to conceive no meafures between prince and {ubject,
but thofe of rigid command and implicit obedience. This
general, in 1568, conduted from ltaly to the Low
Countries a powerful body of veteran Spaniards ; and his
avowed animofity to the Flemings, with his known cha~
raéter, ftruck that whole people with terror and confter-
nation. It belongs not to our fubject to relate at length
thofe violences, which Alva’s natural barbarity, fteeled
by reflection, and aggravated by infolence, excrcifed on
thofe flourithing provinces, It fuffices to fay, that all
their privileges, the gift of fo many princes, and the in=
heritance of fo many ages, were openly and exprefsly
abolifhed by edit ; arbitrary and fanguinary tribunals
erected ; the counts Egmont and Horn, in fpite of their

Ver. V., Q great
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eat merits and paft fervices, brought to the feaffold;
£ all ranks thrown into confinément, aid
thence delivered over to thc executioner : And notw1th

was hm.u of but~confifcation, imprifonment, exde, tor-
ture, and death.

ErrzaserH was equally difpleafed to ‘fee the! progels
of that fcheme, laid for the extermination of the ‘pro-
teflants, and to obferve the erection of fo ‘great a milis
tary power, in a ftate fituated 'in fo near a neighbotr-
hood. She gave protetion to all the Flemifh exiles who
took fhelter in her dominions; and as many of thefe
were the moft induftrious inhabitants of the Netherlands,
and had rendered that country celebrated for its arts, fhe
reaped the advantage of introducing into England fonie
ufeful manufadtures, which were formerly unknown in
that kingdom. Foreféeing that the violent government of
Alva could not long fubfift without exciting fome commo-
tion, fhe ventured to commit an infult upon him, ‘which
the would have been cautious not to hazard againftamore
eftablithed authority. Some Genoefe merchants had en-
gaged, by contract with Philip, to tranfport into Flanders
the fum of four hundred thoufand crowns; and the vel-
fels, on which this money ‘was embarked; had been ats
tacked in the Channel by fome privateers equipped bythe
French Hugonots, ‘and had ‘taken fhelter ‘in Plymouth
and Southampton.. The commanders of the fhips pre=
tended, that the money belonged to the king of Spai
but the queen, finding, upon enquiry, ‘that it was the
property of Genoefe merchants, took poficfiion ‘of it 252
loan; and by that means deprived the duke of Alva of
this refource in the time of his greateft neceflity. Alva;,
in revenge, feized all the Englith merchants in the Low

‘Countries, threw them into prifon, and confifcated theit

effccts, The queen retaliated by a like violence on the

Flemifh
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®lemifh and Spanith merchants ; and gave all the Eng-C H A P.
lifh liberty to make reprizals on the fubjeéts of Philip, =,
THESE differences were afterwards accommodated by 157%
treaty, and mutual reparations were made to the mer-
chants : But nothing could repair the lofs, which fo
_well-timed a blow infli&ed on the Spanifh government in
the Low Countries. Alva, in want of money, and dread-=
ing the immediate mutiny of his troops, to whom great
arrears were due, impofed by his arbitrary will the moft
ruinous taxes on the people. He not only required the
hundredth penny, and the twenticth of all immoveable
.goods : He alfo demanded the tenth of all moveable

goods on every fale; an abfurd tyranny, which would
not only have deftroyed all arts and commerce, but even
have reftrained the common intercourfe of life. ‘The
people refufed compliance: The duke had recourfe to
his ufual expedient of the gibbet : And thus matters came
ftill nearer the laft extremities between the Flemings and
the Spaniards v,

ALL the enemies of Elizabeth, in order to revenge
themfelves for her infults, had naturally recourfe to
one policy, the fupporting of the caufe and pretenfions
of the queen of Scots; and Alva, whofe meafures were
ever violent, foon opened a fecret intercourfe with that
princefs, There was one Rodolphi, a Florentine mer-
chant, who had refided about fifteen years in London,
and who, while he condued his commerce in England,
had managed all the correfpondence of the court of Rome
with the catholic nobility and gentry*. He had been
thrown into prifon at the time when the duke of Nor-
folk’s intrigues with Mary had been difcovered ; but ei=
ther no proof was found againft him, or the part which
he had acted, was not very criminal j and he foon after

W Bentivog'io, part I. lib. v, . Camden, p. 416, X Lefley, p. 123,
S:ate Trials, vol, i, p. 87. 3
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recovered his liberty, This man, zealous for the catho-
lic faith, had formed a {cheme, in concert with tlie
Spanith ambaflador, for fubverting the government, by
a foreign invafion and a domeftic infurreétion ;3 and when
he communicated his project, by letter, to Mary, he
found, that, as fhe was now fully convinced of Eliza-
beth’s artifices, and defpaired of ever recovering her au-
thority, or even her liberty, by pacific meafures, the
willingly gave her concurrence. The great number of
difcontented catholics were the chief fource of their hopes
on the fide of England; and they alfo obferved, that
the kingdom was, at that time,, full of indigent gentry,
chiefly younger brothers, whophaving at prefent, by the
late decay of the church, anid ‘the yet languifhing ftate
of commerce, no profpeét #f A livelihood fuitable to
their birth, were ready to'AtAhArjow themfelves into any
defperate cnterprize’. But’ i order to infpire life and
courage into all thefe malcontents, it was requifite, that
fome great nobleman fhould put himfelf at their head;
and no one appeared to Rodolphi, and to the bifhop of
Rofs, who entered into all thefe intrigues, fo propef
both on account of his power and his popularity, as the
duke of Norfolk.

‘T'u1s nobleman, when releafed from confinement in
the Tower, had given his promife, that he would drop
all intercourfe with the queen of Scots®; but finding
that he had loft, and, as he feared, beyond recovery, the
confidence and favour of Elizabeth, and being fill, i
fome degree, reftrained from his liberty, he was tempt-
ed, by impatience and defpair, to violate his word, and
to open anew his correfpondence with the captive prin-
cefs®. A promife of marriage was renewed between
them ; the duke engaged to enter into all her interefts ;

¥ Lefley, p. 123, z Haynes, p. 571, a State Trialsy
vol i, p. 102,

and
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and as his remorfes gradually diminithed in the courfe of © ';U:‘ P.
thefe tranfactions, he was pufhed to give his confent to \—— —
enterprizes ftill more criminal. Rodolphi’s plan was, 57"
that the duke of Alva fhould, on fome other pretence,
aflemble a great quantity of fhipping in the Low Coun-
tries ; fhould tranfport a body of fix thoufand foot, and
four thoufand horfe, into England ; fhould land them at
Harwich, where the duke of Norfolk was to join them
with all his friends; fhould thence march directly to
London, and oblige the queen to f{ubmit to whatever
terms the confpirators fhould pleafe to impofe upon
her ®. Norfolk exprefled his affent to this plan; and
three letters, in confequence of it, were written in his
name by Rodolphi, one to Alva, another to the pope,
and a third to the king of Spain; but the duke, appre-
henfive of the danger, refufed to fign them<. He only
fent to the Spanith ambaflador a fervant and confident,
named Barker, as well to notify his concurrence in the
plan, as to vouch for the authenticity of thefe letters ;
and Rodolphi, having obtained a letter of credence from
the ambaffador, proceeded on his journey to Bruflels and
to Rome, The duke of Alva and the pope embraced
the fcheme with alacrity : Rodolphi informed Norfolk of
their intentions®: And every thing feemed to concur in
forwarding the undertaking,

NorFoLK, notwithftanding thefe criminal enterprizes,
had never entirely forgotten his duty to his fovereign, his
country, and his religion ; and though he had laid the
plan both of an invafion and an infurrection, he ftill flat-
tered himfelf, that the innocence of his intentions would
juftify the violence of his meafures, and that, as he aimed
at nothing but the liberty of the queen of Scots, and
the obtaining of Elizabeth’s confent to his marriage, he

b Leflev, p. 155. State Trials, vol.i. p 86, 87. ¢ Lefley,
r ¥59: 161, Camden, p. 432, 4 State Trials, vol. i, p. 93¢
-2 could
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€ H A P. could not juftly reproach himfelf as a rebel and a traitore,
L. . g S
«— It is certain, however, that, conﬁdcrmg‘ the queen’s vi-
1571.  gour and fpirit, the fcheme, if fuccefsful, muft finally

have ended in dethroning her; and her authority was
here expofed to the ntmoft danger.

TuE confpiracy hitherto had entirely efcaped the vigi=
lance of Elizabeth, and that of fecretary Cecil, who
now bore the title of lord Burleigh. 1t was from ano-
ther attempt of Norfolk’s, that they firft obtained a hint,
which, being diligently traced, led at laft to a full difco-
very. Mary had intended to fend a fum of money to
lord Herries, and her partizans in Scotland ; and Nor-
folk undertook to have it delivered to Bannifter, a fer-
vant of his, at that time in the north, who was to find
fome expedient for conveying it to lord Herriesf. He
entrufted the money to a fervant who was not in. the
fecret, and told him, that the bag contained a fum of
money in filver, which he was to deliver to Bannifter
with a letter : But the fervant, conjeCturing from the
weight and fize of the bag, that it was full of gold, car=
ried the letter to Burleigh; who immediately ordered
Bannifter, Barker, and Hicford, the duke’s fecretary, o
be put under arreft, and to undergo a fevere examina-
tion, Torture made them confefs the whole truth; and
as Hicford, 'though ordered to burn all papers, had.
carefully kept them concealed under the mats. of the
duke’s chamber, and under the tiles of the houfe, full
gvidence now appeared againft bis mafterg, Norfolk
himfclf, who was entirely ignorant of the difcoveries
made by his fervants, was brought before the councils
and though exhorted to atone for his guilt by a full con-
fefion, he perfifted in denying every crime, with which

e Lefley, p. 138. f Ibid. p. 169. State Trials, vol.i. p. 87

Camden, p. 434. Digges, po 134. 137, 140, Strype, vol, ii, p. &%
¥ Lefley, p. 173 3
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he was charged. ‘The queen always declared, that, ifC H A P.
he had given her this proof of his fincere repentance, _.._:,_J
the would have pardoned.all his former offences®; but 1571
finding him obftinate, the committed him to the Tower,

and ardered him to be brought, to his trial, The bifhop

of Rofs had, on fome {ufpicion, been committed to

cuftody, before the difcovery of Norfolk’s guilt; and

every expedient was employed to make him reveal bis

fhare in the confpiracy. He at firft infifted on his pri-

vilege ; but he was told, that, as his miftrefs: was no

longer a {overeign, he would not be regarded as an am-
baflador, and. that, even if that charaéter were allowed,
it did not; warrant him in confpiring againft the fovereign

at whofe court he refided i, As he ftill refufed to an-

{wer interrogatories, he was informed of the confeffion.

made by Norfolk’s fervants ; after which he .no longer
fcrupled to make a full difcovery; and his. evidence put. 1572,
the guilt of that nobleman beyond all queftion, A jury 1ath jan,
of, twenty-five peers unanimoufly pafled fentence upon L °f
him. The trial was quite regular, even according to
the ftrié rules obferved at prefent in thefe matters ; ex-
cept that the witnefles gave not their evidence, in court,
and were not confronted with the prifoner: A laudable
practice, which was not at that time obferved in trials
for high treafon.

Tue queen flill hefitated concerning Norfolk’s execu-
tion ; whether that fhe was really moved by friendfhip
and compafliion towards a peer of that rank and merit, or
that, affe¢ting the praife of clemency, fhe only put on the
appearance of thefe fentiments. Twice fhe figned a war-
rant for his execution, and twice revoked the fatal fen-

tence®; and though her minifters and counfellors pufhed her,

b Lelley, p. 175¢ i Ibid. p. 12g. Spotfwood. k Carte,
p. 527, from Eenelon’s Difpatches. Digges, p. 166, Strype, vol, ii. p. 83,
Q 4 to
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to rigour, fhe fill appeared irrefolute and undetermined,

XL. k .
s After four months hefitation, a parliament was affem-
1572. bled; and the commons addrefled her, in ftrong terms,

His execu-
tion,

8th May.

2d June.

for the execution of the duke; a fan&ion, which, when
added to the greatnefs and certainty of his guilt, would,
fhe thought, juftify, in the eyes of all mankind, her
feverity againft that nobleman. Norfolk died with calm-
nefs and conftancy; and though he cleared himfelf of
any difloyal intentions againft the queen’s authority, he
acknowledged the juftice of the fentence, by which he
fuffered . That we may relate together affairs of a fimi-
lar nature, we fhall mention, that the earl of Northum=
berland, being delivered up to the queen by the regent
of Scotland, was alfo, a few months after, brought to
the fcaffold for his rebellion.

THE queen of Scots was either the occafion or the
caufe of all thefe difturbances; but as fhe was a fove-
reign princefs, and might reafonably, from the harfh
treatment which fhe had met with, think herfelf en-
titled to ufe any expedient for her relief, Elizabeth durft
not, as yet, form any refolution of proceeding to extre
mities againft her. She only fent lord Delawar, Sir Ralph
Sadler, -Sir Thomas Bromley, and Dr. Wilfon, to expo-
flulate with her, and to demand fatisfaction for all thofe
parts of her condu&, which, from the beginning of her
life, had given difpleafure to Elizabeth : Her afluming the
arms of England, refufing to ratify the treaty of Edin-
burgh, intending to marry Norfolk without the queen’s
confent, concurring in the northern rebellion ™, praétif=
ing with Rodolphi te engage the king of Spain in an
invafion of England ", procuring the pope’s bull of ex-
gcommunication, and allowing her friends abroad to give

¥ Camden, p. 440. Strype, vol. ii, App. p. 23, m Digges, p» 16,
yo7.  Strypey yol. iiv pu §1, g2 1 Ibidy p. 194.2c8, 209, Strypts
yol. iy p.40. 5t : *

her
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her the title of queen of England. Mary juftified herfelf € P)f“:‘\ P,
from the feveral articles of the charge, either by denying " ",
the faéls imputed to her, or by throwing the blame on 1572,
others°. But the queen was little fatisfied' with her
apology ; and the parliament was fo enraged againtt her,
that the commons made a direct application for her im-
mediate trial and execution. They employed fome topics
derived from prattice, and reafon, and the laws of na-
tions ; but the chief ftrefs was laid on paffages and ex-
amples from the Old Teftamentr, which, if confidered
as a general rule of condu& (an intention which it is
unreafonable to fuppofe), would lead to confequences de-
ftructive of all principles of humanity and morality.
Matters were here carried farther than Elizabeth intend-
ed ; and that princefs, fatisfied with thewing Mary the
difpofition of the nation, fent to the houfe her exprefs
commands not to deal any farther at prefent in the af-
fair of the Scottifh queend. Nothing could be 2 ftronger
proof, that the puritanical intereft prevailed in the houfe,
than the intemperate ufe of authorities derived from
feripture, efpecially from the Old Teftament ; and the
queen was fo little a lover of that fe@, that the was not
likely to make any conceflion merely in deference to their
folicitation. ~ She fhewed, this fefion, her difapproba-
tion of their fchemes in another remarkable inftance,
‘The commons had pafled two bills, for regulating eccle-
fiaftical ceremonies; but fhe fent them a like imperious
meflage with her former ones; and by the terror of her
prerogative, the ftopped all farther proceeding in thofe
matters .

Bur though Elizabeth would not carry matters to
fuch extremities againft Mary, as were recommended by
the parliament, fhe was alarmed at the great intereft and

2 Camden, p, 442. P D’Ewes, p, 207, 208, &¢, 1 Ibid.
P 219 24T, * Ibid. p, 213, 238,

the
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C H A P.the reftlefs fpirit of. that princefs, as well as her, clofe,

XL,

‘,___v__Jcorme&ions with Sp_ain; and fhe thought it neCefTary

1572,

Scotch af-
fairs,

both to encreafe the rigour and ftrictnefs of her confine~
ment, and to follow maxims, different from thofe which
fhe had hitherto purfued, in her management of Scot-
Jands, That kingdom remained ftill ina {tate of anarchy,
The caftle of Edinburgh, commanded by Kirkaldy of
Grange, had declared for Mary ; and, the lords of that
party, encouraged by his countenance, had taken, poflef-
fion of the capital, and carried on a vigorous war againft
the regent, By a fudden and unexpeted inroad, they
{cized that nobleman at Stirling ; but finding that his
friends, fallying from the caftle, were likely to refcue
him, they inftantly put him to death, The earl of Marre
was chofen regent in his room; and found the fame dif-
ficulties in the government of that divided country, He
glad to accept of the mediation, offered
by, the French and Englifh ambafladors; and. to con=

was therefore

clude on equal terms a truce with the queen’s party s
He was a man of a free and generous {pirit, and fcorned
to fubmit to any dependance on England; and for this
reafon Elizabeth, who had then formed intimate cons
nexions with France, yielded with lefs reluétance to
the folicitations of that court, ftill maintained the aps
pearance of neutrality between the partics, and allowed-
matters to remain on a balance in Scotland ‘. But afs
fairs foon after took a new turn: Marre died of. melans
choly, with. which the diftra&ed flate of the country
affe@ed him: Morton was: chofen regent; and as this
nobleman had fecretly taken all his meafures with Elizas
beth, who no longer relied on the friendfhip of the
French court, fhe refolved to exert herfelf more effectus
ally for the fupport of the party, which fhe had always

s Digges, p. 152. t Spotfwoad, p.263. u Digges,, . 156
165, 169,

favoureds
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favoured. She fent Sir Henry Killegrew ambaflador to ¢ H A P,
Scotland, who found Mary’s partizans fo difcoumged by \___\,____,
the difcovery and punithment of Norfolk’s confpiracy, 1572,
that they were glad to fubmit to the king’s authority, and

accept of an indemnity for all paft offences*. The duke

of Chatelrault and the earl of Huntley, with the moft
confiderable of Mary’s friends, laid down their arms on

thefe conditions. The garrifon alone of the caftle of
Edinburgh continued refrattory.  Kirkaldy’s fortunes

were defperate; and he flattered himfelf with the hopes of
receiving affiftance from the kings of France and Spain,

who encouraged his obftinacy, in the view of being able,

from that quarter, to give difturbance to England.
Elizabeth was alarmed with the danger ; fhe no more
apprehended making an entire breach with the queen of.
Scots, who, fhe found, would not any longer be amufed
by her artifices ; fhe had an implicit reliance on Morton ;
and fhe faw, that, by the fubmiffion of all the confidera-
ble nobility, the pacification of Scotland would be an
ealy, as well as a moft important undertaking. She or-
dered, therefore, Sir William Drury, governor of Ber-
wic, to march with fome troops and artillery to Edinburgh,
and to befiege the caftler, The garrifon furrendered at
difcretion : Kirkaldy was delivered into the hands of his
countrymen, by whom he was tried, condemned, and
executed : Secretary Lidington, who had taken part with
him, died foon after, a voluntary death, as is fuppofed ;
and Scotland, fubmitting entircly to the regent, gave
not, during a long time, any farther inquictude to Eli-
zabeth.

THE events, which happened. in France, were not
fo agreeable to the queen’s interefts and inclinations,
The fallacious pacifications, which had been fo often
made with the hugonots, gave them reafon to fufpeét the

French af.
airs,

-

* Spotfwood, p, 268, ¥ Camden, p. 449.
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prefent intentions of the court; and after all the other
leaders of that party were deceived into a dangerous cre-
dulity, the fagacious admiral ftill remained doubtful and
uncertain. But his fufpicions were at laft overcome,
partly by the profound diffimulation of Charles, partly
by his own earneft defire to end the miferies of France,
and return again to the performance of his duty towards
his prince and country. He confidered befides, that, as
the former violent conduét of the court had ever met with
fuch fatal fuccefs, it was not unlikely, that a prince, who
had newly come to years of difcretion, and appeared not
to be rivetted in any dangerous animofities or prejudices,
would be induced to govern himfelf by more moderate
maxims. And as Charles was young, was of a paffionate
hafty temper, and addiled to pleafure #z, fuch deep per-
fidy feemed cither remote from his character, or difficult
and almoft impoffible to be fo uniformly fupported by
him. Moved by thefe confiderations, the admiral, the
queen of Navarre, and all the hugonots began to repofe
themfelves in full fecurity, and gave credit to the trea-
cherous carefles and profeflions of the French court. Eli-
zabeth berfelf, notwithftanding her great experience and
penetration, entertained not the leaft diftruft of Charles’s
fincerity, and being pleafed to find her enemies of the
houfe of Guife removed from all authority, and to obferve
an animofity every day growing between the French and
Spanifh monarchs, fhe concluded a defenfive league with
the former?, and regarded this alliance as an invincible
barrier to her throne. Walfingham, her ambaflador, fent
her over, by every courier, the moft fatisfactory accounts
of the honour, and plain-dealing, and fidelity of that
perfidious prince,

THE better to blind the jealous hugonots and draw
their leaders into the fnare prepared for them, Charles

2 Digges, p. 8. 39, @ Camden,. p, 443.

offered
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offered his fifter, Margaret, in marriage to the prince of C # A p.
3 . X

Navarre ; and the admiral, with all the confiderable no- R

bility of the party, had come to Paris, in order to affift 1572

at the celebration of thefe nuptials, which, it was hoped,

would finally, if not compofe the differences, at leaft ap-

peafe the bloody animofity of the two religions. The

queen of Navarre was poifoned by orders from the court;

the admiral was dangeroufly wounded by an affaffin: Yet

Charles, redoubling his difimulation, was ftill able to

retain the hugonots in their fecurity: Till en the evening 24th Aug.

of St. Bartholomew, a few days after the marriage, the

fignal was given for a general maflacre of thof religion-

ifts, and the king himfelf in perfon led the way to thefe

aflaflinations. The hatred, long entertained by the Pa- Magucee of

rifians againft the proteftants, made them fecond, without Fasis:

any preparation, the fury of the court; and perfons of

every condition, age, and fex, fufpected of any propenfity

to that religion, were involved in an undiltinguithed ruin,

The admiral, his fon-in-law Teligni, Soubize,” Roche-

foucault, Pardaillon, Piles, Lavardin ; men, who, during

the late wars, had fignalized themfelves by the moft he-

roic actions, were miferably butchered without refiftance ;

the flreets of Paris flowed with blood; and the people,

more enraged than fatiated with their cruelty, as if re-

pining that death had faved the victims from farther in-

fult, exercifed on their dead bodies all the rage of the

motft licentious brutality. About five hundred gentlemen

and men of rank perifhed in this maflacre; and near ten

thoufand of inferior condition®. Orders were inftantly

difpatched to all the provinces for a like general execu-

tion of the proteftants; and in Roiien, Lyons, and many

other cities, the people emulated the fury of the capital.

Even the murder of the king of Navarre, and prince of

Condé, had been propofed by the duke of Guife; but

b Davila, lib, v,

++

“harles,
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€ H A P.Charles, foftened by the amiable manners of the king of
Xkes

*— — Navarre, and hoping that thefe young princes might eafily
1572.

be converted to the catholic faith, determined to fpare
their lives, though he obliged them to purchafe stheir
fafety by a feeming change of their religion.

CHARLES, in order to cover this barbarous perfidy,
pretended, that a conipiracy of the hugonots to feize his
perfon had been fuddenly detected ; and that he had been
neceflitated, for his own defence, to proceed to this fe-
verity againft them. He fent orders to Fenelon, hisam-
baffador in England, to afk an audience, and to give
Elizabeth this account of the late tranfation. . That mi-
nifter, a man of probity, abhorred the treachery and cru-
elty of his court, and even fcrupled not to declare, that
he was now athamed to bear the name of Frenchman ¢
yet he was obliged to obey his orders, and make ufe of
the apology, which had been preflcribed to him. :He met
with that reception from all the courtiers, which, he knew,
the condu& of his mafter had fo well merited. Nothing
could be more awful and affecting than the folemnity of his
audience. A melancholy forrow fat on every face: Silences
as in the dead of night, reigned through all the chambers
of the royal apartment: The courtiers and ladies, clad
in deep mourning, were ranged on each fide, and-allowed
him to pafs, without affording him one falute or favour-
able look; till he was admitted to the queen  herfelf%
That princefs received him with-a more eafy, if nota
more gracious countenance; and heard his apology, with-
out difcovering any vifible fymptoms of indignatio}l. She
then told him, that though, on the firft rumour of this
dreadful intelligence, fhe had been aftonifhed, that fo
many brave men and loyal fubjeéls, who refled fecure on
the faith of their fovereign, fhould have been fuddenly
butchered in fo barbarous a manner; fhe had hitherto

¢ Digges, p.247. ¢ Caste, vol, iii. p. 522, from Fenelon’s Difpatehess

fufpended
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fufpended “Kér jadgment, “till" farther “and 'mofe  certain € H AP,
. 4 ¥ P XL.
information Thould be brought "her ;. That the account, " ¢,
which 'he had " given, even 'if 'foundéd ‘'on no ‘miftike ‘or 1572,
bad inférmation ; though it‘might alleviate, would by nb
means remove 'the ‘blame of the kino’s ‘counfellors, ‘or
juftify the firange irregularity of their proceedings : That

the fame force, ‘which, without refiftance, had maffacred

fo many defencelefs men, could eafily‘have fecured theic
perfons, ‘and have referved them for a trial, ‘and for pu-
nifhment by alegal fentence, which would have diftin-
guifhed the innocent from the guilty : That 'the admiral

in particular,” being dangeroufly wounded, 'and environed

by the guards of the king, on whofe prétetion he feemed
entirely to rely, had no means of efcape, and might furely,
before his death, ‘have been convidted of the crimes imi-
puted to him: That it was more worthy ‘of a fovereign

to referve in his own hands the fword of juftice, than to
commit it to bloody murderers, who, being the declared

and ‘mortal enemies of ‘the ‘perfons accufed, ‘employed ‘it
without mercy ‘and without " diftin&ionh : That if thefe
{entimeénts were juft, éven fuppofing the confpiracy of

the proteftants to be real’; how tmuch more fo, if that
crime ‘Was a calumny of their enenies, 'inverted for

their deftrution? That if, upon enquiry, the inno-
cence of thefe unhappy victims fhould afterwwards ap-

pear, it was the king’s duty to turn his vengeance on their
defamers, who had thus cruelly abufed his confidence,

had murdered fo many of his brave {ubjects, and had done

what in them lay to cover him with everlafting dithonour :

And that for her part, fhe fhould form her judgment of

his intentions by his fubfequent condué; and in the
mean time thould act as defired by the ambaflador, and
rather pity than blame his mafter for the extremities, to
which he had been-carried e,

¢ Digges, p. 237, 248,
3 ELrzaseTn
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Er1zAaBeTH was fully fenfible of the dangerous fitua-
tion, in which fhe now ftood. In the maflacre of Paris,
{he faw the refultof that general confpiracy, formed for
the extermination of the proteftants; and fhe knew,
that fhe herfelf, as the head and protectrefs of the new
religion, was expofed to the utmoft fury and refentment
of the catholics. The violence and cruelty of the Spa-
niards in the Low Countries was another branch of the
fame confpiracy; and as Charles and Philip, two princes
nearly allied in perfidy and barbarity, as well as in bigo-
try, bad now laid afide their pretended quarrel, and had
avowed the moft entire friendfhip f, the had reafon, as foon
as they had appeafed their domeftic commotions, to dread
the effeés of their united counfels. = The duke of Guife
alfo and his family, whom Charles, in order to deceive
the admiral, had hitherto kept at a diftance, had now ac-
quired an open and entire afcendant in the court of France;
and fhe was fenfible, that thefe princes, from perfonal as
well as political reafons, were her declared and implacable
enemies. The queen of Scots, their near relation and
clofe confederate, was the pretender to her throne ; and
though detained in cuftody, was actuated by a reftlefs
fpirit, and befides her foreign allies, poflefled numerous
and zealous partizans in the heart of the kingdom. For
thefe reafons, Elizabeth thought it more prudent not to
reject all commerce with the French monarch ; but fill
to liften to the profeffions of friendfhip which he made
her. She allowed even the negociations to be renewed
for her marriage with the duke of Alengon, Charles’s
third brother ¢: Thofe with the duke of Anjou had al-
ready been broken off. She fent the earl of Worcefter
to affift in her name at the baptifm of a young princefs,
born to Charles ; but before fhe agreed to give him this
laft mark of condefcenfion, fhe thought it becoming her

£ Digges, p. 263, 232, £ 1bid, pafiim, Camden, p. 447+
dignity,
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dignity, to renew her expreffions of blame and even of de- C f;ﬂ:"\ P.
teftation againft the cruelties, exercifed on his proteftant___ ",
fubjects®.  Meanwhile, fhe prepared herfelf for that at- 1572.
tack, which feemed to threaten her from the combined
power and violence of the Romanifts * She fortified Port{-
mouth, put her fleet in order, exercifed her militia, cul-
tivated popularity with her fubje@s, a&ted with vigour
for the farther reduion of Scotland under obedience to
the young king, and renewed her alliance with the Ger-
man princes, who were no lefs alarmed than herfelf at
thefe treacherous and fanguinary meafures, fo univerfally
embraced by the catholics,

But though Elizabeth cautioufly avoided coming to
extremities with Charles, the greatelt fecurity, that fhe
poflefled againtt his violence, was derived from the diffi-
culties, which the obftinate refiftance of the hugonots fill
created to him,  Such of that fe@ aslived near the fron- gy a6
tiers, immediately, on the firft news of the maffacres, fairs.
fled into England, Germany, or Switzerland ; where they
excited the compaflion and indignation of the proteftants,
and prepared themfelves, with encreafed forces and re-
doubled zeal, to return into France, and avenge the
treacherous flaughter of their brethren, Thofe who lived
in the middle of the kingdom, took fhelter in the neareft
garrifons occupied by the hugonots; and finding, that
they could repofe no faith in capitulations, and expect no
clemency, were determined to defend themfelves to the
laft extremity, The {e&, which Charles had hoped at
one blow to exterminate, had now an army of eighteen
thoufand men on foot, and poflefled in different parts of
the kingdom above a hundred cities, caftles, or fortrefles is
nor could that prince deem himfelf fecure from the inva-
fion threatened him by all the other proteftants in Europe,
The nobility and gentry of England were rouzed to fuch

15734

b Digges, p, 297, 298, Camden, P+ 447, i Digges, p. 343
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*[ C H A P.3 pitch of refentment, thatthey offered to levy an army of
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goth May.

twenty-two thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, to tran-
o France, aid to maintain them {ix months
at their own charge: But Llizabeth, who was cautious in
her meafures, and who feaed to inflame farther the quara
rel between the two religims by thefe dangerous crufades,
refufed her confent, and moderated the zeal of her fub-
jects‘. The German priices, lefs political or more fe-
cure from the refentment «f France, forwarded the levies
made by the proteftants ; xd the young prince of Condé,
having efcaped from cout, put himfelf at the head of
thefe troops, and prepare« to invade the kingdom, The
duke of Alencon, the king of Navarre, the family of
Montmorenci, and many confiderable men even among
the catholics, difpleafed, either on private or public ac-
count, with the meafuresof the court, favoured the pro-
grefs of the hugonots; ind every thing relapfed into
confufion. The king, iftead of repenting his violent
counfels, which had broight matters to fuch extremities,
called aloud for new violmces'; nor could even the mor-
tal diftemper under whicl he Jaboured, moderate the rage
and animofity, by whiche was altuated. He died with-
out male iffue, at the ag¢ of twenty-five years; a prince,
whofe chara@er, contairing that unufual mixture of dif=
fimulation and ferocity, of quick refentment and un-
relenting vengeance, executed the greateft mifchiefs, and
threatened ftill worfe, bith to his native country and to
all Europe.

Hexry, duke of Anpu, who had, fome time before,
been eletted king of Polind, no fooner heard of his bro=
ther’s death, than he hitened to take poflefiion of the
throne of France; and bund the kingdom, not only in-
volved in the greateft pefent diforders, but expofed 0

fport them int

k Digges, p. 335+ 34% 1 Davila, lib, v.
infirmities;



ELIZiAiBETH. 211

infirmities, for which it was xtremely difficult to provide C P}{(: £
any fuitable remedy. The feople were divided into two SN
theological faltions, furious from their zeal, and- mu- 1575 |
tually enraged from the injuies which they had commit-
ted or fuffered; and as all faith had been violated and
moderation banifhed, it feened impracicable to find any
terms of compofition betwee:r them. Each party had de-
voted itfelf to leaders, whoft commands had more autho-
rity than the will of the foverign; and even the catholics,
to whom the king was attacled, were entirely condu&ed
by the counfels of Guife anl his family. The religious
connections had, on both fids, fuperfeded the civil 3 or
- rather (for men will always b: guided by prefent intereft)
two empires being fecretly fomed in the kingdom, every
individual was engaged by nev views of intereft to follow
thofe leaders, to whom, durng the courfe of paft con-
vulfions, he had been indebtd for his honours and pre=-
ferment.
Henry, obferving the lowcondition of the crown, had
laid a fcheme for reftoring hi own authority, by a&ing
as umpire between the partis, by moderating their dif-
ferences, and by reducing bith to a dependance upon
himfelf. He poflefled all thetalents of diffimulation re-
quifite for the execution of tlis delicate plan; but being
deficient in vigour, applicaton, and found judgment,
inftead of acquiring a fuperirrity over both faltions, he
loft the confidence of both, ad taught the partizans of
tach to adhere fill more dofely to their particular
leaders, whom they found more cordial and fincere
in the caufe which they efpaifed, The hugonots were
ftrengthened by the acceffionof a German army under 1576
the prince of Condé and princ: Cafimir; but much more
by the credit and perfonal virties of the king of Navarre,
who, ‘having fled from court, had placed himfelf at the
head of that formidable party. Henry, in profecution of
P his
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tion with them; and bes

-+ a balance between the fects; he

ing defirous of preferving
granted them peace on the moft advantageous conditions.

This was the fifth general peace made with the hugonots;
as no more fincere on the part of the

but though it w
court than any of the former, it gave the higheft difguft
to the catholics ; and afforded the duke of Guife the de-
fired pretence of declaiming againft the meafures, and
maxims, and conduct of the king.

TraaT artful and bold leader took thence an occafion
of reducing ‘his party into a more formed and regular
body; and he laid the firft foundations of the famous
LeacuE, which, without paying any regard to the royal
authority, aimed at the entire fuppreflion of the hugonots.
Such was the unhappy condition of France, from the paft
feveritics and violent conduét of its princes, that toleration
could no longer be admitted ; and a conceflion for liberty
of confcience, which would probably have appeafed the
reformers, excited the greateft refentment in the cathos
lics.- Henry, in order to divert the force of the league
from himfelf, and even to elude its efforts againft the
hugonots, declared himfelf the head of that feditious
confederacy, and took the ficld as leader of the Ro-
manifts. But his dilatory and feeble. meafures betrayed
his relu@ance to the undertaking; and after fome un-
fuccelsful attempts, he concluded a new peace, which,
though lefs favourable than the former to the proteftants,
gave no contentment to the catholics. Mutual diffidence
ftill prevailed between the parties; the king’s moderation
was fufpicious to both ; each faction continued to fortify
itfelf againft that breach, which, they forefaw, muft fpeed-
ily enfue; theological controverfy daily whetted the ani-
mofity of the fecls ; and every private injury became the
ground of a public quarrel,

THE
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THE king, hoping, by his artifice and fubtlety, toC *;A P
allure the nation into a love of pleafure and repofe, WAS et
himfelf caught in the fnare; and finking into a diffolute 1578+
indolence, ‘wholly loft the efteem, and, in a great mea-
fure, the affeflions of his people. 'Inftead of advan-
cing fuch men of chara@er and abilitics, as were neuters
between thefe dangerous factions, he gave all his confi-
dence to young agreeable favourites, who, unable to prop
his falling authority, leaned entirely upon it, and in-
flamed the general odium againft his adminiftration.
The public burthens, encreafed by his profufe liberality,
and felt more heavy on a difordered kingdom, became
another ground of complaint; and the uncontrouled ani-
mofity of parties, joined to the multiplicity of taxes, ren~
dered peace more calamitous than any open ftate of foreign
or even domeftic hoftility. The artifices of the king were
too refined to fucceed, and too frequent to be concealed ;
and the plain, dire&, and avowed condu& of the duke of
Guife on one fide, and that of the king of Navarre on the
other, drew by degrees the generality of the nation to
devote themfelves without referve to one or the other of
thofe great leaders.

THE civil commotions of France were of too general

1579

importance to be overlooked by the other princes of Eu-
fope; and Elizabeth’s forefight ‘and  vigilance, though
fomewhat reftrained by her frugality, led her to take fe-
cretly fome part in them. Befides empl oying on all oc-
cafions her good -offices in favour of the hu<*on<>ts,
the had expended no inconfiderable fums in levying
that army of Germans, which the prince of Condé and
prince Cafimir conduéted -into France™; and notwith-
ftanding her negociations with the court, and her pro-
feflions of amity, fhe always confidered her own interefts
as connected with the profperity of the French proteftants

m Camden, p. 452,
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€ H A P. and the depreffion of the houfe of Guife. Philip, onthe
\__il;'___Jother hand, had declared himfelf protector of the league;

2579-

Civil wars
of the Low
Countries,

had entered into the clofeft correfpondence with Guife;
and had employed all his authority in fupporting the cre-
dit of that faious leader. This fympathy of religion,
which of itfelf begat a conne&tion of interefts, was one
confiderable inducement ; but that monarch had alfo in
view, the fubduing of his rebellious fubje&s in the Ne-
therlands ; who, as they received great encouragement
from the French proteftants, would, he hoped, finally
defpair of fuccefs, after the entire fupprefion of their
friends and confederates.

THE fame political views, which engaged Elizabeth
to fupport the hugonots, would have led her to affift the
diftreffed proteftants in the Low Countries; but the mighty
power of Philip, the tranquillity of all his other domi-
nions, and the great force which he maintained in thefe
mutinous provinces, kept her in awe, and obliged her,
notwithftanding all temptations and all provoeations, to
preferve fome terms of amity with that monarch, The
Spanifh ambaflador reprefented to her, that many of the
Flemifh exiles, who infefted the feas, and preyed on his
mafter’s fubjeéts, were received into the harbours of Eng-
land, and were there allowed to difpofe of their prizes;
and by thefe remonftrances the queen found herfelf under
a neceflity of denying them all entrance into her domi-
nions. But this meafure proved in the iflue extremely
prejudicial to the interefts of Philip. Thefe defperate
exiles, finding no longer any poflibility of fubfiftance,
were forced to attempt the moft perilous enterprizes; and
they made an affault on the Brille, a fea-port town in
Holland, where they met with fuccefs, and after a fhort
refiftance, became mafters of the place®. The duke of
Alva was ;larmed at the danger; and flopping thofe bloody

8 Camden, p. 443.
executions,
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executions, which he was making on the defencelefsC H A P.
Flemings, he haftened with his army to extinguifh the. W
flame, which, falling on materials fo well prepared for 579
combuftion, feemed to menace a general conflagration.
His fears foon appeared to be well grounded. The peo-
ple in the neighbourhood of the Brille, enraged by that
complication of cruelty, oppreflion, infolence, ufurpa-
tion, and perfecution, under which they and all their
countrymen laboured, flew to arms; and in a few days
almoft the whole province of Holland and that of Zea-
land had revolted from the Spaniards, and had openly
declared againft the tyranny of Alva.. This eyent hap-
-pened in the year 1572,

WiLriam, prince of Orange, defcended from a fo-
vereign family of great luftre and antiquity in Germany,
inheriting the poffeflions of a fovereign family in France,
had fixed his refidence in the Low Countries; and on
account of his noble birth and immenfe riches, as well as
of his perfonal merit, was univerfally regarded as the
greateft fubject, that lived in thofe provinces. He had
oppofed, by all regular and dutiful means, the progrefs of
the Spanifh ufurpations; and when Alva conduéted his
army into the Netherlands, and affumed the government,
this prince, well acquainted with the violent character of
the man, and the tyrannical fpirit of the court of Madrid,
wifely fled from the ‘danger which threatened him, and
retired to his paternal eftate and dominions in Germany,
He was cited to appear before Alva’s tribunal, was con-
demned in abfence, was declared a rebel, and his ample
pofleffions in the Low Countries were confifcated. In
revenge, he had levied an army of proteftants in the em-
pire, and had made fome attempts to reftore the Flemings
to liberty; but was ftill repulfed with lofs by the vigilance
and military conduét of Alva, and by the great bravery

P4 s
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C H A P. a5 well as difcipline of thofe veteran Spaniards who ferved

XL

\__.\,.__/ under that general.

1579-

THE revolt of Holland and Zealand,  provinces which
the prince of Orange had formerly commanded, and
where he was much beloved, called him anew from his
rctreat; -and he added condu&, no lefs than fpirity to
that obftinate refiftance, which was here made to the
Spanifh dominion. By uniting the revolted cities in
a league, he laid the foundation of that illuftrious com-
monwealth, the offspring of induftry and liberty, whofe
arms and policy have long made fo fignal a figure in every
tranfattion of Furope. He inflamed the inhabitants by.
every motive, which religious zeal, refentment, or love
of freedom could infpire. Though the prefent greatnefs
of the Spanifh monarchy might deprive them of all cou-
rage, he ftill fluttered them with the concurrence of the
other provinces, and with afliftance from neighbouring
ftates ; and he exhorted them, in defence of their religion,
their liberties, their lives, to endure the utmoft extremi-
ties of war. From this {pirit proceeded the defperate de-
fence of Harlem ; a defence, which nothing but the moft
confuming famine could overcome, and which the Spani-
ards revenged by the execution of more than two thoufand
of the inhabitantse. This extreme feverity, inftead of
ftriking terror into the Hollanders, animated them by
defpair; and the vigorous refiftance made at Alcmaer,
where Alva was finally repulfed, fhowed them that their
infolent enemies were not invincible. The duke find=
ing at laft the pernicious effects of his violent coun-
cils, folicited to be recalled: Medina-celi; who was
appointed his fucceflor, refufed to accept the govern-
ment : Requefens, commendator of Caftile, was fent
from [taly to replace Alva ; and this tyrant departed from

9" Bentivoglio, lib, 7a

the
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the Netherlands in 1574 ; leaving his name in execration C H A P,
to the inhabitants, and boafting in his turn; that, during, ki ;
the courfe of five years, he had delivered above eighteen 3579.
thoufand of thefe rebellious heretics into the hands of the
executioner P,

RequESENS, though a man of milder difpofitions,
could not appeafe the violent hatred, which the revolted
Hollanders had conceived againft the Spanifh government ;
and the war continued as obftinate as ever. « In the fiege
of Leyden, undertaken by the Spanjards, the Dutch
opened the dykes and {fluices, in order to drive them from
the enterprize; and the very peafants were altive in
ruining their fields by an inundation, rather than fall
again under the hated tyranny of Spain, But notwith-
ftanding this repulfe, the governor ftill purfued the warj
and the conteft feemed too unequal between fo mighty a
monarchy, and two fmall provinces, however fortified by
“nature, and however defended by the defperate refolution
of the inhabitants. The prince of Orange, therefore, in
1575, was refolved to fue for foreign fuccour, and to
make applications to one or other of his great neighbours,
Henry or Elizabeth, The court of France was not ex-
empt from the fame fpirit of tyranny and perfecution
which prevailed among the Spaniards; and that kingdom,
torn by domeftic diflenfions, feemed not to enjoy, at
prefent, either leifure or ability to pay regard to foreign
interefts.  But England, long conne&ed, both by com-
merce and alliance, with the Netherlands, and now more
concerned in the fate of the revolted provinces by {ympathy
in religion, feemed naturally interefted in their defence 5
and as Elizabeth had juftly entertained great jealoufy of
Philip, and governed her kingdom in perfeét tranquillity,
hopes were entertained, that her policy, her ambition, or

? Grotius, libi 2,

her
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c P}Iui& P. her generofity, would engage her to fupport them under
. " their prefent calamities. ‘They fent, therefore, a folemn

1579

embafly to London, confifting of St. Aldegonde, Douza,
Nivelle, Buys, and Melfen; and after employing the
moft humble fupplications to the queen, they offered her
the pofleflion and fovereignty of their provinces, if fhe
would exert her power in their defence.

THERE were many ftrong motives which might impel
Elizabeth to accept of fo liberal an offer. She was ap-
prized of the injuries which Philip had done her, by his
intrigues with the malcontents in England and Ireland 1:
She forefaw the danger, which fhe muft incur from a total
prevalence of the catholics in the Low Countries : And the
maritime fituation of thofe provinces, as well as their com-
mand over the great rivers, was an inviting circumitance to
a nation like the Englifh, who were beginning to cultivate
commerce and naval power. But this princefs, though
magnanimous, had never entertained the ambition of
making conquefts, or gaining new acquifitions; and the
whole purpofe of her vigilant and ative politics was to
maintain, by the moft frugal and cautious expedients, the
tranquillity of her own dominions. = An open war with
the Spanith monarchy was the apparent confequence of
her accepting the dominion of thefe provinges ; and after
taking the inhabitants under her protetion, the could
never afterwards in honour abandon them, but, however
defperate their defence might become, fhe muft embrace
it, even farther than her convenience or interefts would
permit.  For thefe reafons, fhe refufed, in pofitive terms,
the fovereignty proffered her; but told the ambaffadors,
that, in return for the good-will which the prince of
Orange and the Statcs had thown her, fhe would endea-
your to mediate an agreement for them, on the moft reas

9 Digges, ps 73 l
fonablg
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fonable terms that could be obtainedr. She fent ac-CH A P,
cordingly Sir Hlenry Cobham to Philip; and reprefented - .
to him, the danger which he would incur of lofing ens 1579.
tirely the Low Countries, if France could obtain the
leaft interval from her inteftine diforders, and find leifure
to offer her protection to thofe mutinous and difcontented
provinces. Philip feemed to take this remonftrance in
good part ; but no accord enfued, and war in the Ne-
therlands continued with the fame rage and violence as
before,

IT was an accident that delivered the Hollanders from
their prefent defperate fituation. Requefens, the gover-
nor, dying fuddenly, the Spanifh troops, difcontented
for want of pay, and licentious for want of a proper au-
thority to command them, broke into a furious mutiny ;
and threw every thing into confufion. They facked and
pillaged the cities of Maeftricht and Antwerp, and exe-
cuted great flaughter on the inhabitants: They threaten-
ed the other cities with a like fate : And all the provinces,
excepting Luxembourg, united for mutual defence againit
their violence, and called in the prince of Orange and the
Hollanders, as their protetors, A treaty, commonly
called the Pacification of Ghent, was formed by common
agreement ; and the removal of foreign troops, with the
reftoration of their ancient liberties, was the object which
the provinces mutually ftipulated to purfue. Don John
of Auftria, natural brother to Philip, being appointed
governor, found, on his arrival at Luxembourg, that the
States had fo fortified themfelves, and that the Spanifh
troops were fo divided by their fituation, that there was
no poffibility of refiftance ; and he agreed to the terms re-
quired of him. The Spaniards evacuated the country
and thefe provinces feemed at laft to breathe a little from
their calamities. :

¥ Camden, p453s 454 B
Y
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Bur it was not eafy to fettle entire peace, while the

\ , thirft of revenge and dominion governed  the klng of

3579¢

Spain, and while the Flemings were fo ftrongly agitated
with refentment of paft, and fear of future injuries. The
ambition of Don John, who coveted this great theatre
for his military talents, engaged him rather to inflame
than appeale the quarrel; and as he found the States de-
termined to impofe very ftrict limitations on his authority,
he broke all articles, feized Namur, and procured the
recal of the Spanifh army from Italy. This prince, ens
dowed with a lofty genius, and elated by the profperous
fuccefles of his youth, had opened his mind to vaft un-
dertakings ; and looking much beyond the conqueft of
the revolted provinces, had projected to efpoufe the queen
of Scots, and to acquire in her right the dominion of the
Britifth kingdoms *.  Elizabeth was aware of his inten-
tions ; and feeing now, from the union of all the pro-
vinces, a fair profpect of their making a long and vigo-
rous defence againft Spain, fhe no longer fcrupled to
embrace the protetion of their liberties, which feemed fo
intimately connected with her own fafety. After fend-
ing them a fum of money, about twenty thoufand
pounds, for the immediate pay of their troops, fhe con-
cluded a treaty with them; in which fhe ftipulated to
affift them with five thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe,
at the charge of the Flemings ; and to lend them a hun-
dred thoufand pounds, on receiving the bonds of fome
of the moft confiderable towns of the Netherlands, for
her repayment within the year. It was farther agreed,
that the commander of the Englith army thould be ad-
mitted into the council of the States; and nothing be
determined concerning war or peace, without previoufly
informing the queen or him of it; that they fhould enter
into no league without her confent ; that if any difcord

¢ Camden, p. 466, Grotius, lib, iii,
arofe
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arofe among themfelves, it fhould be referred to her ar-C S
bitration ; and that, if any prince, on any pretext, thould \-—-v-'
attempt hoftilities againft her, they fhould fend to her 1579
affiftance an army equal to that which the had employed
in their defence. 'This alliance was figned on the 7th of
January, 1578°.

ONE confiderable inducement to the queen for entering
into treaty with the States, was to prevent their throw-
ing themfelves into the arms of France ; and fhe was de-
firous to make the king of Spain believe, that it was her
fole motive. She reprefented to him, by her ambaflador,
Thomas Wilkes, that hitherto fhe had religioufly acted
the part of a good neighbour and ally ; had refufed the
fovereignty of Holland and Zealand, when offered her ;
had advifed the prince of Orange to fubmit to the king ;
and had even accompanied her counfel with menaces, in
cafe of his refufal. She perfevered, fhefaid, in the fame
friendly intentions ; and, asa proof of it, would venture
to interpofe with her advice for the compofure of the pre-
fent differences: Let Don John, whom fhe could not
but regard as her mortal enemy, be recalled ; let fome
other prince more popular be fubftituted in his room
let the Spanifh armies be withdrawn ; let the Flemings
be reftored to their ancient liberties and privileges: And
if, after thefe conceflions, they were ftill obftinate not to
return to their duty, fhe promifed to join her arms with
thofe of the king of Spain, and force them to compli-
ance. Philip diffembled his refentment againft the
queen; and ftill continued to fupply Don John with
money and troops. That prince, though once repulfed
at Rimenant, by the valour of the Englifh under Norris,
and though oppofed, as well by the army of the States
as by prince Cafimir, who had conduéted to the Low
Countries a great body of Germans, paid by the queen,

t Camdén, p. 466,
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C H A P. gained a great advantage over the Flemings at Gemblouts

XL.

s

1579

but was cut off in the midft of his profperity by poifon,
given him fecretly, as was fufpeted, by orders from Phi-
lip, who dreaded his ambition. The prince of Parma
fucceeded to the command; who, uniting valour and
clemency, negociation and military exploits, made great
progrefs againft the revolted Flemings, and advanced the
progrefs of the Spaniards by his arts, as well as by his
arms.

DuRr1NG thefe years, while Europe was almoft every
where in great commotion, England enjoyed a profound
tranquillity ; owing chiefly to the prudence and vigour
of the queen’s adminiftration, and to the wife precautions,
which fhe employed in all her meafures. By fupporting
the zealous proteftants in Scotland, fhe had twice given
them the fuperiority over their antagonifts, had clofely
connelted their interefts with her own, and had procured
herfelf entire fecurity from that quarter, whence the moft
dangerous invafions could be made upon her. She faw
in France ber enemies, the Guifes, though extremely
powerful, yet counterbalanced by the hugonots, her zea-
lous partizans ; and even hated by the king, who was
jealous of their reftlefs and exorbitant ambition, The
bigotry of Philip gave her juft ground of anxiety; but
the fame bigotry had happily excited the moft obftinate
oppofition among his own fubjets, and had created him
enemies, whom his arms and policy were not likely foo
to fubdue. The queen of Scots, her antagoniit and
rival, and the pretender to her throne, was a prifoner in
her hands; and by her impatience and high fpirit had
been engaged in practices, which afforded the queen @
pretence for rendering her confinement more rigorous,
and for cutting off her communication with Her partizans
in England.

RELIGION was the capital point; on which depended
all the political tranfaétions of that age; and the queen’s
I conduét
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conduc in this particular, making allowance for the pre- C *)'(LA P,
vailing prejudices of the times, could fcarcely be accufed SRR
of feverity or imprudence. She eftablithed no inquifition  1579.
into men’s bofoms : She impofed no oath of fupremacy,
except on thofe who received truft or emolument from
the public : And though the exercife of every religion but
the eftablihed was prohibited by ftatute, the violation of
this law, by faying mafs, and receiving the facrament,
in private houfes, was, in many inftances, connived atv;
while, on the other hand, the catholics, in the begin-
ning of her reign, thewed little reluGance againft going
to church, or frequenting the ordinary duties of public
worfhip.  The pope, fenfible that this pracice would
by degrees reconcile all his partizans to the reformed
religion, haftened the publication of the bull, which
excommunicated the queen, and freed her fubjects from
their oaths of allegiance ; and great pains were taken by
the emiffaries of Rome, to render the breach between the
two religions as wide as poffible, and to make the fre-
quenting of proteftant churches appear highly criminal
in the catholics ¥, Thefe praétices, with the rebellion,
which enfued, encreafed the vigilance and feverity of the
government ; but the Romanifts, if their condition were
compared with that of the Nonconformifts in other coun=
tries, and with their own maxims where they domineer-
ed, could not juftly complain of violence or perfecu~
tion.

THE queen appeared rather more anxious to keep a
ftrict hand over the puritans ; who, though their preten-
fions were not fo immediately dangerous to her authority,
feemed to be actuated by a more unreafonable obftinacy,
and to retain claims, of which, both in civil and ecclefi-
aftical matters, it was, as yet, difficult to difcern the full

4 Camden, p. 459. ¥ Walfingham’s Letter in Buraet, vol. i
P. 413, Cabala, p, 406,
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€ H A P.feope and intention., Some fecret attempts of that fet

¥L  to eftablith a feparate congregation and difcipline, had
&_1—5\7’;# been carefully repreffed in the beginning of this reign*;
and when any of the eftablifhed clergy difcovered a ten-
dency to their principles, by omitting the legal habits of
ceremonies, the queen had thewn a determined refolution
to punifh them by fines and deprivation” : Though het
orders to that purpofe had been frequently eluded, by the
fecret protection which thefe fearies received from fome
of her moft confiderable courtiérs.

But what chiefly tended o gain Elizabeth the hearts
of her fubjells, was, her frugality, which, though car.
ried fometimes to an extreme, led her not to amafs trea-
fares, but only to prevent impofitions upon her people,
who were at that time very little accuftomed to bear the
burthens of government. By means of her rigid cecono-
my, fhe paid all the debts which the found on the crown,
with their full intereft; though fome of thefe debts had
been contracted even during the reign of her father,
Some loans, which the had exacted at the commence-
ment of her reign, were repaid by'her ; a pra&ice in that
age fomewhat unufual 2: And fhe eftablithed her credit
on fuch a footing, that no fovereign in Europe could
more readily command any fum, which the public exi-
gencies might at any time require b, During this peace-
able and uniform government, England furnifhes few
materials for hiftory ; and except the fmall part which
Elizabeth took in foreign tranfactions, there fearcely
pafled any occurrence, which requires a particular details

THE moft memorable event in this period was a feflion
of parliament, held on the 8th of February, 1576;
where debates were ftarted, which may appear fomewhat

A parlia-
ment.

X Strype’s Life of Parker, p. 342.
Y Heylin, ps-155, 166
a8 D’Ewes, p. 246,

Ibid. Life of Grindal, p. 315

# D’Bwes, p, 245, - Camden, p. 446.
b Ibid, p, 245,
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Curious and fingular, Peter Wentworth; a puritan, who € ";{A P,
had fignalized himfelf in former parliaments, by his free L e
and undaunted fpirit, opened this fefion with a premedi-  1579:
tated harangue, which drew on him the indignation of
the houfe; and gave great offence to the queen and the
minifters.  As it feems to contain a rude {ketch of thofe
principles of liberty, which happily gained afterwards the
afcendant in England, it may not be improper to give,
in a few words, the fubflance of it, He premifed, that
the very name of liberty is fweet ; but the thing itfelf is
precious beyond the moft ineftimable treafure : And that
it behoved them to be careful, left, contenting themfelves
witn the fweettiefs of the name, they forego the fubftance,
and abandon what of all carthly pofleflions was of the
higheft value to the kingdom. He then proceeded to ob~
ferve, that freedom of fpeech in that houfe, a privilege
fo ufeful both to fovereign and {ubje, had been formerly
infringed in many eflential articles, and was, at prefent,
expofed to the moft imminent danger: That it wag
ufual, when any fubje& of importance was handled,
efpecially if it regarded religion, to furmize, that thefe
topics were difagreeable to the queen, and that the far
ther proceeding in them would draw down her indigna_
tion upon their temerity : That Solomon had Jjuttly af-
firmed the king’s difpleafure to be a meflenger of death ;
and it was no wonder if men, even though urged by mo-
tives of confcience and duty, fhould be inclined to ftop
fhort, when they found themfelves expofed to {o fevere 2
penalty : That by the employing of this argument, the
houfe was incapacitated from ferving their country, and
even from ferving the queen herfelf; whofe ears, befieged
by pernicious flatterers, were thereby rendered inaccefiibje
to the moft falutary truths: That it was a mockery to
call an affembly a parliament, yet deny it that privi-
lege, which was fo eflential to its beine and without

(-} B
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i P. which it muft degenerate into an abject fchool of fervia
\___ﬂ,_lllty and dxfﬁmulmon That as the parliament was the

1579¢

great guardian of the laws, they ought to have liberty to
dlfch‘xrge their truft, and to maintain that authority,
whence even kings themfelves derive their being: That
a king was conftituted fuch by law, and though he was
not dvpmdfmt on man, yet was he fubordinate to God
and the law, and was obliged to make their prefcriptions,
not his own will, the rule of his conduct: That even
his commiffion, as God’s vicegerent, enforced, inftead of
loofening, this obligation ; fince he was thereby invefted
with auc}mrity to execute on earth the will of God,
which is nothing but law and juftice: That though thefe
furmizes of difpleafing the queen by their proceedings,
had impeached, in a very effential point, all freedom of
fpeech, a privilege granted them by a fpecial law; yet
was there a more exprefs and more dangerous invafion
made on their liberties, by frequent 1neﬁages from the
throne: That it had become a practice, when the houfe
was entering on any queftion, either ecclefiaftical or
civil, to bting an order from the queen, inhibiting them
abfolutely from treating of fuch matters, and debarring
them from all farther difcuffion of thefe momentous ari-
cles. That the prelates, emboldened by her royal pros
tection, had aflumed a decifive power in all queftions of
religion, and required that every one fhould implicitly
fubmit his faith to their arbitrary determinations: That
the love, which he bore his fovercign, forbade him o
be filent under fuch abufes, or to facrifice, on this im*
portant occafion, his duty to fervile ﬂattery and complai-
fance: And that, as no earthly creature was exempt from
fault, fo neither was the queen herfelf; but in impofing
this fervitude on her faithful commons, had committed 2
great, and even dangerous, fault againft herfelf and the
whole commonwealth <.
¢ D'Ewes, p. 236, 237, &c,

It
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It is eafy to obferve, from this fpeech, that, in thisCH A P.
dawn of liberty, the parliamentary ftyle was ftill crude o~
and unformed; and that the proper decorum of attacking 2579
minifters and counfellors; without interefting the honour
of the crown, or mentioning the perfon of the fovereign,
was not yet entirely eftablithed. 'The commons ex-
prefled great. difpleafuré at this unufual licence: They
fequeftered Weritworth from the houfe, and committed
him prifoner to the ferjeant at arms. They even ordered
him to be examined by a committee; confifting of all
thofe members who were alfo members of the privy-coun-
cil; and a report to be next day made to the houfe:
This committee met in the ftar-chamber; and wearing
the w'pelt of that arbitrary court; fummoned Wentworth
to appear before them, and anfwer for his behaviour,
But though the commeons had difcovered fo little delicacy
or precaution, ih thus confounding their own authorit}
with that of the ftar-chamber ; Wentworth better under-
ftood the principles of liberty, and refufed to give thefe
counfellors any account of his condu& in parliament,
till he were fatisfied, that they alted; notds members of
the privy-council} but as a committee of the houfe?,
He juftified his liberty of fpeech by pleading the rigour
and hardthip of the queen’s meflagesj and notwithftand-
ing that the committee thewed him, by inftances in other
reigns, that the pralice of fending fuch meflages was not
unprecedented; he would not agree to exprefs any forrow
or repentance. The iffue of the affair was, that, after a
month’s confinement; the queen fent to the commons,
informing them, that; from her {pecial grace and fa'.f'our;
fhe had reftored him to his liberty and to his plaee in the
houfec. By this feeming lenity, the indiretly retained
the power, which fhe had aflumed, of imprifoning the
members, and obliging them to anfwer before her for

4 B’Eiwes, p. 241, ¢ Ibid, p. 244,
Q2 their
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il their condu& in parliament. And Sir Walter Mildmay
‘__:'__Jendeavoured to make the houfe fenfible of her Majefty’s

2579-

goodnefs, in fo gently remitting the indignation, which
fhe might juftly conceive at the temerity of their mem-
ber: But heinformed them, that they had not the liberty
of fpeaking whatand of whom they pleafed ; and thatin-
difcreet freedoms, ufed in that houfe, had, both in the
prefent and foregoing ages, met with a proper chaftife-
ment. He warned them, therefore, not to abufe farther
the queen’s clemency; left the be conftrained, contrary
to her inclination, to turn an unfuccefsful lenity intoa
neceflary feverity f.

THE behaviour of the two houfes was, in every other
refpe@, equally tame and fubmiffive. Inftead of a bill,
which was at firft introduced®, for the reformation of
the church, they were contented to prefent a petition to
her majefty for that purpofe: And when fhe told them,
that fhe would give orders to her bifhops, to amend all
abufes, and if they were negligent, fhe would herfelf, by
her fupreme power and authority over the church, give
fuch redrefs as would entirely fatisfy the nation ; the par-
Hament willingly acquiefced in this fovereign and per-
emptory decifion®,

THoUGH the commons fhewed fo little {pirit in oppof-
ing the authority of the crown, they maintained, this
feflion, their dignity againft an encroachment of the
peers, and would not agree to a conference, which, they
thought, was demanded of them in an irregular manner,
They acknowledged, however, with all humblenefs,
(fuch is their expreflion) the fuperiority of the lords:
They only refufed to give that houfe any reafon for their
proceedings; and afferted, that, where they altered a bill
fent them by the peers, it belonged to them to-defire 3
conference, not tothe upper houfe to require it

f D'Ewes, p. 259, g Ibid, p. 252, b Ibid, p. 257¢

THE

1 1bid, p, 263-




ELYZABE TH 229

THE commons granted an aid of one fubfidy and two € P;f P

fifteenths. Mildmay, in order to fatisfy the houfe con-w__ .
cerning the reafonablenefs of this grant, entered intoa 1579
detail of the queen’s paft experices in fupporting the go-
vernment, and of the encreafing charges of the crown,
from the daily encreafe in the price of all commodities.
He did not, however, forget to admonifh them, that they
were to regard this detail as the pure effect of the queen’s
condefcenfion, fince fhe was not bound to give them any
account how fhe employed her treafure ,

kE D’Ewes, p. 246,

Q3




HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

CH AP XLL

Affzirs of Scotland——Spanifb affairs Sir Fran-

A parliament Negociations of

cis Drake
marriage with the duke of Anjou~——Affairs of
Letter of queen Mary to Elizabeth
. e——Confpiracies in England ~A  parliament

——The ecclefiaftical commiffion Affairs of
Hoﬁi/ﬁ‘ic’s with Spain. '

Scotland

the Low Countries

€ Y;.HA( P. g HE greateft and moft abfolute fecurity, that Eliza-
\__,,__; beth enjoyed during her whole reign, never ex-
1580, empted her from vigilance and attention ; but the fcene

Affairs of
Seotland,

began now to be more 6vcrcaﬂ, and dangers gradually
multiplied on her from more than one quarter.

The earl of Morton had hitherto retained Scotland i
(ri& alliance with the queen, and had alfo reftored do-
meftic tranquillity to that kingdom : But it was not to be
expeted, that the factitious and legal authority of a re-
gent would long maintain itfelf in a country unacquainted
with law and order; where even the natural dominion of
hereditary princes fo often met with oppofition and con-
troul. ‘The nobility began anew to break into factions:
The people were difgufted with fome inftances of Morton’s
avarice : And the clergy, who complained of farther en=
¢roachmc:ﬁt$ on their narrow revenue, joined and encreal-
ed the difcontent of the other orders. The regent Wi
fenfible (_3f his dangerous fituation ; and having dropped
fome peevifh cxpreflions, as if he were willing ‘or defirous
to refign, the noblemen 6f'thc oppofite party, favourites of
the young king, laid hold of this conceﬁion,‘and requireq
that demifiion which he feemed fo frankly to offer thems

: James
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James was at this time but eleven years of age; yet Mor- € I;L? P,
ton, having fecured himfelf, as he imagined, by a gene-
ral pardon, refigned his authority into the hands of the 1580
king, who pretended to condud&, in his own name,
the adminiftration of the kingdom. The regent retired
from the govermment; and feemed to employ himfelf en-
tirely in the care of his domeftic affairs ;’ but either tired
with this tranquillity, which appeared infipid after the
agitations of ambition, or thinking it time to throw off
diffimulation, he came again to court; acquired an af-
cendant in the council ; and though he refumed not the
title of regent, governed with the fame authority as
before. 'The oppofite party, after holding feparate con-
ventions, took to arms, on pretence of delivering their
prince from captivity, and reftoring him to the free ex-
ercife of his government: Queen Elizabeth fnterpofed
by her ambaffador, Sir Robert Bowes, and mediated an
agreement between the factions: Morton kept poffeffion
of the government ; but his enemies were numerous and
vigilant, and his authority feemed to become every day
more precarious,

THE count d'Aubigney, of the houfe of Lenox,
coufin-german to the king’s father, had been born and
educated in France; and being a young man of good
addrefs and a fweet difpofition, he appeared to the duke
of Guife a proper inftrument for detaching James from
the Englith intereft, and conne&ing him with his mother
and her relations. He no fooner appeared at Stirling,
where James refided, than he acquired the affe@ions of
the young monarch ; and joining his interefts with thofe
of James Stuart of the houfe of Ochiltree, 2 man of
profligate manners, who had acquired the king’s favour,
he employed himfelf, under the appearance of play and
amufement, in inftilling into the tender mind of the
prince new fentiments of politics and government. He

Q4 reprefented
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C H A P. reprefented to him the injuftice which had been done ta
« — Mary in he depofition, and made him entertain thoughts,

either of rfigning the crown into her hands, or of affo-
ciating herwith him in the adminiftration’, Elizabeth,
alarmed atthe danger which might enfue from the pre-
valence of this intereft in Scotland, fent anew Sir Ro-
bert Bowe: to Stirling; and accufing d’Aubigney, now
created eatl of Lenox, of an attachment to the French,
warned James againft entertaining fuch fufpicious and
dangerous sonnexions ™. The king excufed himfelf, by
Sir Alexanler Hume his ambaffador ; and Lenox, finding
that the qieen had openly declared againft him, was far-
ther confirned in his intention of overturning the Eng-
lith interet, and particularly of ruining Morton, who
was regareed as the head of it. That nobleman was
arrefted in council, accufed as an accomplice in the late
king’s murler, committed to prifon, brought to trial, and
condemnec to fuffer as a traitor, He confefled, that Both-
wel had ommunicated to him the defign, had pleaded
Mary’s coafent, and had defired his concurrence; but he
denied, thit he himfelf had ever-exprefled any approbation
of the crine; and in excufe for his concealing it, heal-
Jedged thedanger of revealing the fecret, either to Henry,
who had m refolution nor conﬁuncy, or to Mary, wha
appeared te be an accomplice in the murder’. Sir Tho-
mas Randdph was fent by the queen to intercede in fa-
vour of Mbrton ; and that ambaflador, not content with
difcharging this duty of his funcion, engaged, by his
perfuafion, the earls of Argyle, Montrofe, Angus, Marre,
and Glencirpe, to enter into a confederacy for protedt=
ing, even by force of arms, the life of the prifoner.
The more to overawe that nobleman’s enemies, Eliza-
beth orderd forces to be aflembled on the borders of

! Digges, p 412. 428, Melvil, p, 130, m Spot{wood, ps 309.

f bid. p, 34 Crawford? P 333 Mogyfe's Memoirs, p, 54.
England;
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England ; but this cxpedxent ferved ‘only o haften his C; A P,

fentence and execution®. - Morton died wth that con-
ftancy and refolution, whlcn had attended him through
all the various events of his life; and lefta repu 1tation,
which was lefs difputed with r°gard to abiliies than pro-
bity and virtue. But this conclufion of tle fcene hap-
pened not till the fubfequent year.

e
1580.

ErizaeETH was, during this period, exremely anxi- Spanith af.

ous on account of every revolution in Sotland ; both
becaufe that country alone, not being fparated from
England by fea, and bordering on all the catholic and
malcontent counties, afforded her enemies : (afe and caf fy
method of atiacking her ; and becaufe the was i ‘nfible,

that Mary, thmkme herfelf abandoned br the ;r(nch
monarch, had been engaged by the Guife: to have re-
courfe to the powerful prote@ion of Philip, who, though
he had not yet come to an open rupture wih the queen,
was every day, both by the injuries which he commit-
ted and fuffered, more exafperated againft ker,  That he
might retaliate the affiftance, which fhe gave to his
rebels in the Low Countries, he had feit, under the
name of the pope’, a body of feven hunded Spaniards
and Italians into Ircland ; where the inhabiants, always
turbulent, and difcontented with the Engliﬂ]govemment,
were now more alienated by religious prjudices, and
were ready to join every invader. The Spinifh general,
San Jofepho, built a fort in Kerry ; and bdng there be-
fieged by the earl of Ormond, prefident of Nunfter, who
was foon after joined by lord Gray, the depity, he made
a weak and cowardly defence. After Hme affaults,
feebly fuftained, he furrendered at difcretior; and Gray,
who commanded but a {mall force, finling himfelf
incumbered with fo many prifoners, put all he ‘Spani;rds
and Italians to the fword without mercy, and hanged

@ Spotfwood, p. 312, P Digges; p. 359 370,
about

fairs.
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c P}I(Lz? P.about fifteen hundred of the Irifh: A cruelty which gave

«— — great difpleafure to Elizabeth 1.

Sir;s{izéi‘ WHEN the Englith ambaflador made complaints of

Drake,  this invafion, he was anfwered by like complaints of the
piracies committed by Francis Drake, a bold feaman,
who had aflaulted the Spaniards in the place where they
deemed themfelves moft fecure, in the new world. ‘This
man, {prung from mean parents in the county of Devon,
having acquired confiderable riches by depredations made
in the ifthmus of Panama, and having there gotten a fight
of the Pacific ocean, was fo ftimulated by ambition and
avarice, that he fcrupled not to employ his whole for-
tune in a new adventure through thofe feas, fo much
unknown at that time to all the European nations*. By
means of Sir Chriftopher Hatton, then vice-chamberlain,
a great favourite of the queen’s, he obtained her confent
and approbation ; and he fet fail from Plymouth in 1577,
with four fhips and a pinnace, on board of which were
164 able failorss. He paffed into the South Sea by the
Straits of Magellan, and attacking the Spaniards, who
exp-&ed no enemy in thofe quarters, he took many rich
prizes, and prepared to return with the booty, which he
had acquired.  Apprehenfive of being intercepted by the
enemy, if he took the fame way homewards, by which
he had reached the Pacific ocean, he attempted to find a
paflage by the north of Califcrnia; and failing in that
enterprize, he fet fail for the Eaft Indies, and returned
fafely this year by the Cape of Good Hope. He was the
firft Englithman who failed round the Globe; and the
firk commander in chief: For Magellan, whofe fhip
executed the fame adventure, died in his paffage. His
name became celebrated on account of fo bold and for=

q Camden, p. 475. Cox’s hiftory of Ireland, p. 368. r Camden,
p: 478. Stowe, p. 639, s Camden, p.478. Hakluyt’s Voyages,
yol, i, p. 730 748. Purchas’s Pilgrim, vol, i, p.46,

i‘, tunaté
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tunate an attempt ; but many, apprehending the refent- € l;(LAL P,
ment of the Spaniards, endeavoured to perfuade the queen, o — —
that it would be more prudent to difavow the enterprize, 158¢
to punith Drake, and to reftore the treafure, But Eli-

zabeth, who admired valour, and who was allured by

the profpect of fharing in the booty, determined to coun-

tenance that gallant failor: She conferred on him the

honour of knighthood, and accepted of a banquet from

him at Deptford, on board the thip, which had atchieved

fo memorable a voyage. When Philip’s ambaflador,
Mendoza, exclaimed againft Drake’s piracies, fhe told

him, that the Spaniards, by arrogating a right to the

whole new world, and excluding thence all other Eura-

pean nations, who fhould fail thither, even with a view

of exercifing the moft lawful commerce, naturally tempt-

ed others to make a violent irruption into thofe coun-

tries t. To pagify, however, the catholic monarch, fhe

caufed part of the booty to be reftored to Pedro Sebura,

a Spaniard, who pretended to be agent for the merchants,

whom Drake had fpoiled.- Having learned afterwards,

that Philip had feized the money, and had employed part

of it againft herfelf in Ireland, part of it in the pay of

the prince of Parma’s troops, fhe determined to make no

more reftitutions. :

THERE was another caufe, which induced the queen
to take this refolution : She was in fuch want of money,
that fhe was obliged to aflemble a parliament, a meafure,
which, as fhe herfelf openly declared, fthe never embraced,
except when conflrained by the neceflity of her affairs.
The parliament, befides granting her a fupply of one . Ton:

fubfidy and two fifteenths, enacted fome ftatutes for the A parlia-
ment,

1581.

fecurity of her government, chiefly againft the attempts
of the catholics, Whoever, in any way, reconciled any

t Camden, p. 430,
one
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C H A P.one to the church of Rome, or was himfelf reconciled,
X y was declared to be guilty of treafon ; to fay mafs was

fubjeéted to the penalty of a year’s imprifonment, anda
fine of two hundred marks; the being prefent was pu=
nifhable by a year’s imprifenment and a fine of a hun-
dred marks: A fine of twenty pounds a-month was
impofed on every one who continued, during that time,
abfent from churchs,  To utter flanderous or feditious
words againft the queen was punifhable, for the firft
offence, with the pillory and lofs of ears; the fecond
offence was declared felony : The writing or printing of
fuch words was felony even on the firft offence v, The
puritans prevailed fo far as to have farther applications
made for reformation in religion*. And Paul Went-
worth, brother to the member of that name, who had
diftinguithed himfelf in the preceding feflion, moved,
that the commons, from their own authority, fhould ap-
point a general faft and prayers; a motion, to which the
houfe unwarily aflented. For this prefumption, they were
feverely reprimanded by a meflage from the queen, as
encroaching on the royal prerogative and fupremacy;
and they were obliged to fubmit, and afk forgivenefs’.
THE queen and parliament were engaged to pafs thefe
fevere laws againft the catholics, by fome late difcoveries
of the treafonable practices of their priefts. When the
ancient worfhip was fupprefled, and the reformation in-
troduced into the univerfities, the king of Spain refleted,
that, as fome fpecies of literature was neceflary for fup-
porting “thefe doclrines and controverfies, the Romifh
communion muft decay in England, if no means were
found to give erudition to the ecclefiaftics ; and for this
reafon, he founded a feminary at Doiiay, where the ca-
tholics fent their children, chiefly fuch as were intended

u 23 Eli.;-,. cap. 1. % Ibid, cap. 2. % D'Ewes, p. 102+
vy Ibid, p. 234, 283, » B3
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for the priefthood, in order to receive the rudiments of C HAPp,
their education. The cardinal of Lorraine imitated this ._;:___J
example, by ereCting a like feminary in his diocefe of 1585,
Rheims ; and though Rome was fomewhat diftant, the

pope would not neglect to adorn, by a foundation of the

fame nature, that capital of orthodoxy. Thefe femina-

ries, founded with fo hoftile an intention, fent over every

year a colony of priefts, who maintained the catholic
fuperitition in its full height of bigotry; and being edu-

cated with a view to the crown of martyrdom, were not
deterred, either by danger or fatigue, from maintaining

and propagating their principles. Thhey infufed into all

their votaries an extreme hatred againft the queen ; whom

they treated as an ufurper, a fchifmatic, a heretic, 2 per=
fecutor of the orthodox, and one folemnly and publicly
anathematifed by the holy father. = Sedition, rebellion,
fometimes affaffination, were the expedients, by which

they intended to effect their purpofes againft her;

and the fevere reftraint, not to fay perfecution, un-

der which the catholics laboured, made them the more
willingly receive, from their ghoﬁ]y fathers, fuch vio-

lent do&trines.

THESE feminaries were all of them under the direc-
tion of the jefuits, a new order of regular priefts ereéted
in Europe, when the court of Rome perceived, that the
lazy monks and beggarly friars, who fufficed in times of
ignorance, were no longer able to defend the ramparts of
the church, affailed on every fide, and that the inqui-
fitive fpirit of the age required a fociety more allive and
more learned, to oppofe its dangerous progrefs. Thefe
men, as they flood foremoft in the conteft againft the
proteftants, drew on them the extreme animofity of that
whole fect; and by affuming a fuperiority over the other
more numerous and more ancient orders of their own
communion, were even expofed to the envy of their

brethren &
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c F;L/I\ P. brethren: So that it is no wonder, if the blame, to whicli
‘s their printiples and conduct might be expofed, has, in
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many inftances; been much exaggerated. "This reproach,
however, they muft bear from pofterity, that, by the
very nature of theéir inftitution, they were engaged to
pervert learning, the only effectual remedy againft fuper-
fhition, into a nourifhment of that infirmity ; and a§
their erudition was chiefly of the ecclefiaftical and fcho-
laftic kind (though a few members have cultivated polite
literature), they were only the more enabled; by that ace
quifition, to refine away the plaineft dictates of morality,
and to ere& a regular fyftem of cafuiftry, by which pre-
varicattony perjury, and every crime, when it ferved theit
ghoftly purpofes, might be juftified and defended,
THE jefuitsy as devoted fervants to the court 6f Rome;
exalted the prerogative of the fovereign pontiff above
all earthly power; and by maintdining his authority of
depofing kings, fet no bounds, either to his fpiritual of
temporal jurifdiction. This doétrine became fo preva-
lent among the zealous catholics in England, that the
excommunication, fulminated againft Elizabeth, excited
many fcruples of a fingular kind, to which it behoved
the holy father to provide a remedy. The bull of Pius,
in abfolving the fubjects from their oaths of allegiance;
cominanded them to refift the queen’s ufurpation; and
many Romanifts weré apprehenfive, that, by this claufe,
they were obliged in confcience, even though no favour-
able opportunity o.fered, to rebel againft her, and that
no dangers of difficulties could free them from this indif-
penfable duty, But Patfons and Campion, two jefuits,
were fent over with a m.'tigation and explanation of the
doGrine; and they taught” their difciples, that though
the bull was for ever binding .1 Elizabeth and her P"‘“i‘_
zans, it did not oblige the c_‘“ho]ic‘s to obedience, except
when the fovereign pontiff fhgy 11d think proper, by a new
fummonsy
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Tummons, to require itz, Campion was afterwards de-C H A Py
tected in treafonable practices; and being put to the rack,\_.ﬁ,__;
and confefling his guilt, he was publxcly executed. His 258% °
execution was ordered at the very time when the duke

of Anjou was in England, and 'profecuted, with the

greateft appearance of fuccefs, his marriage with the

queen ; and this feverity was probably intended to ap-

peafe her proteftant fubjeéts, and to fatisfy them, that,
whatever meafures fhe might purfue, the never would

depart from the principles of the reformation.

THE duke of Alengon, now created duke of Anjou, Negocia-
had never entirely dropped his pretenfions to Ehzabeth,;‘::f,:;
and that princefs, though her fuitor was near twenty- Wl:‘k: :;‘.‘
five years younger than herfelf, and had no LnowdedceAnpm
of her perfon, but by pictures or defcriptions, was ftill
pleafed with the image, which his addrefles afforded her,
of love and tendernefs. The duke, in order to forward
his fuit, befides employing his brother’s ambaflador, fent
over Simier, an agent of his own; an artful man, of am
agreeable converfation, who foon remarking the queen’s
humour, amwufed her with gay difcourfe, and inftead of
ferious political reafonings, which, he found, only awak-
ened her ambition, and hurt his mafter’s interefts, he
introduced every moment all the topics of paffion and of
gallantry, The pleafure, which fhe found in this man’s
company, foon produced a familiarity between them ; and
amidft the greateft hurry of bufinefs, her mofl confidential
minifters had not fuch ready accefs to her, as had Simier,
who, on pretence of negociation, entertained her with
accounts of the tender attachment borne her by the duke
of Anjou. . The earl of Leicefter, who had never before
been alarmed with any courtthip payed her, and who
always trufted, that her love of dominion would prevail
eyer her inclination to marriage, began to apprehend,

z Camdesn; B. 477.

that
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¢ # A P. that the was at laft caught in her own {nare, and that the

wi
{ b =g
1581,

*LL. artful encouragement, which fhe had given to this young

fuitor, had unawares engaged her affeGtions. To ren-
der Simier odious, he availed himfelf of the credulity of
the times, and fpread reports, that that minifter had
gained an afcendant over the queen, not by any natural
principles of her conftitution, but by incantations and
love potions. Simier, in revenge, endeavoured to difs
credit Leicefter with the queen ; and he revealed to her a
fecret, which none of her courtiers dared to difclofe,
that this nobleman was fecretly, without her confent,
married to the widow of the earl of Effex; an acion
which the queen interpreted either to proceed from want
of refpeét to her, or as a violation of their mutual ats
tachment; and which fo provoked her, that the threat-
ened to fend him to the Tower®. The quarrel went fo
far between Leicefter and the French agent, that the
former was {ufpected of having employed one Tudor, 2
bravo, to take away the life of his enemy; and the
queen thought it neceflary, by proclamation, to take
Simier under her immediate proteCtion. It happened,
that, while Elizabeth was rowed in her barge on the
Thames, attended by Simier, and fome of her courtiers,
a fhot was fired which wounded one of the bargemen;
but the queen finding, upon enquiry, that the piece had
been difcharged by accident, gave the perfon his liberty,
without farther punifthment. So far was fhe from enter-
taining any fufpicion againft her people, that fhe was
often heard to fay, * That fhe would lend credit to no-
¢ thing againft them, which parents would not belicve
¢¢ of their own children®,”

THE duke of Anjou, encouraged by the accounts
fent him of the queen’s prepofleflions in his favour, paid
her fecretly a vifit at Greenwich; and after fome con=

2 Camden, p. 471, b Idem ibid,
ference
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ference with her, the purport of which is not known, he € ‘1 l“ P;
departed. It appeared; that, though his figure was not
advantageous, he had loft no ground by being nerﬂmnlfy 1581,
known to her; and foon after, fhe commanded Burl leig
now treafurer, Suflex; Teicefler, Bedford, memn

Hatton, and fecretary Walfingham; to concért with the
French ambafladors the terms of the intended contra

3

of marriage, Henry had fent over on this occafion a
fplendid embafly, confifting of Francis de Bc burbon, pri

Dauphm and many conﬁucr“nk noblemen; and as t}

r

queen had in a manner the power of P 'c{(;r:bln'* wha
terms fhe pleafed, the articles were foon fettled with the
Englith commiflioners. It was agreed,

fhould be celebrated within fix wecks after the ratific:

tion of the amcles- that tlv’ duke and his re
have the exercife of their ligion ; that after t n
he thould bear the title of me but the adminiftr:
remain folely in the queen ; that their children, male or
female, fhould fucceed to the crown of England ; that

if there be two males, the elder, in cafe of Henry’s
death without iffue; - fhould be king ‘of France, the

g
younger of England; that if there be but cne male e, and

e {ucceed to the crown of France, he fhould be obliged
to refide in England eight months every two y 'L\); that

the laws and cuftoms of England {hould be preferved in-

violate 3 and that no fore hould be promoted by the

duke to any office in England b,

THESE articles, providing for th

in cafe of its annexation to the crown of France, opened
but a difmal profpet to the Ensli

L et ha nae of
naa not the age of

Elizabeth, who was now in her forty-ninth v

buted very much to allay their apprehenfions of this nd-
ture. 'The queen-alfo, as a proof of her flill remaining

uncertainty, added a claufe, that fhe was not “hound to
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C H A P.complete the marriage, till farther articles, which were
XLIL Z Ao d b % i i
__ not fpecified, thould be agreed on between the parties,

e —
1581,

and till the king of France be certified of this agreement.
Soon after, the queen fent over Walfingham, as ambaf-"
fador to France, in order to form clofer connexions with
Henry, and enter into a league offenfive and defenfive
againft the encreafing power and dangerous ufurpations
of Spain, The French King, who had been extremely
difturbed with the unquiet fpirit, the reftlefs ambition,
the enterprizing, yet timid and inconftant difpofition
of Anjou, had already fought to free the kingdom from
his intrigues, by opening a fcene for his activity in Flan-
ders ; and having allowed him to embrace the protection
of the States, had fecretly fupplied him with men and
money for the undertaking. The profpe& of fettling
him in England was for a like reafon very agreeable to
that monarch ; and he was defirous to cultivate, by every
expedient, the favourable fentiments, which Elizabeth
feemed to entertain towards” him. But this princefs,
though fhe had gone farther in her amorous ¢ dalliance
than could be juftified or accounted for by any principles
of policy, was not yet determined to carry matters to 4
final conclufion ; and fhe confined Walfingham, in his
inftrultions, to negociating conditions of a mutual al-
liance between France and England ‘. Henry with re-
lu@ance fubmitted to hold conferences on that fubjet;
but no fooner had Woalfingham begun to fettle the
terms of alliance, than he was informed, that the queen,
forefecing hoftility with Spain to be the refult of this
confederacy, had declared, that the would prefer the mar-
riage with the war, before the war without the marriage®
The French court, pleafed with this change of refolu-
tion, broke off the conferences concerning the leaguey

¢ Digges, p. 387. 396. 408. 426, d Ibid, p. 352
¢ Ibid, p. 375. 391
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and opened a negociation for the marriagef, But mat- C ;’L? P,
ters had not long proceeded in this train before the quethsss
again declared for the league in preference to the mar- 153%
riage, and ordered Walfingham to renew the conferences
for that purpofe. Before he had leifure to bring this
point to maturity, he was interrupted by a new change of
refolution 2 ; and not only the court of France, but Wal-
fingham himfelf, Burleigh, and all the wifeft minifters'of
Elizabeth, were in amazement, doubtful where this con-
teft between inclination and reafon, love and ambition,
would at laft terminate b

In the courfe of this affair, Elizabeth felt another va-
riety of intentions, from a new conteft between her rea-
fon and her ruling paflions. The duke of Anjou expected
from her fome money, by which he might be enabled to
open the campaign in Flanders; and the queen herfelf,
though her frugality made her long reluant, was fen-
fible that this {upply was neceffary; and fhe was at laft
induced, after much hefitation, to comply with his re-
quefti, She fent him a prefent of a hundred thoufand
crowns 3 by which, joined to his own demefnes and the
affiftance of his brother and the queen dowager, he levied
an army, and took the field againft the prince of Parma,
He was {uccefsful in raifing the fiege of Cambray; and
being chofen by the States governor of the Netherlands,
he put his army into winter quarters, and came over to
England, in order to profecute his fuit to the queen.
The reception which he met with, made him expe& en-
tire fuccefs, and gave him hopes, that Elizabeth had
furmounted all fcruples, and was finally determined to
muke choice of him for her hufband. In the midft of the
pomp, which attended the anniverfary of her coronation, 1th Nov.

f Digges, p. 392. g Ibid. p. 4c8. b See note [ @ ] at the
end of the volume. ! Digges, p. 367, 387, 388, 409. 426, 439.
Rymer, xv. p. 793.
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he was feen, after leng and intimate difcourfe with him,

to take a ring from her own finger, and to put it upon
ators concluded, that, in this cere-

: 1 1 the {he&}
his ; and all the {pect

mony, fhe had given him a promife of marriage, and was

even defirous of fignifying her intentions to all the world,
St. Alde Jxm-, ambaflador from the States, difpatched im-
mcdiatcly a letter to his maflers, informing them of this
great event; and the inhabitants of Antwerp, who, as
w-'f'l as the other Flemings, regarded the queen as a kind

r uivin"’j’ teftified their joy by bonfires and the
their great ordnance . A puritan of Lin-

coln’s-Inn n a paflionate book, which he in-
tituled, ¢¢ The Gulph in which England will be fwal-
¢ Jowed by the French Marriage.” He was apprehended
and profccuted by ordcr of the queen, and was con-
demned to lofe his right hand as a libeller. Such was the
conftancy and loyalty of the man, that, immediately af-
ter the fentence wasexecuted, he took off his hat with his
other hand, an" waving it over his head, cried, ¢ God
fave the queen.”

But notwithftanding this attachment, which Eliza-
beth fo openly difcovered to the duke of Anjou, the
combat of her fentiments was not entirely over ; and her
ambition, as well as prudence, roufing itfelf by intervals,
fill filled her hrealt with doubt and hefitation. Almoft
all the courtiers, whom fhe trufted and favoured, Lei-
cefter, Hatton, and Walfingham, difcovered an extreme
averfion to the marriage; and the ladies of her bed-
chamber made no feruple of oppofing her refolution with
the moft zealous remonftrances’. Among other enemies
to the match, Sir Philip, fon of Sir Henry Sidney,
deputy of Ireland, and nephew to Leicefter; a young
man the moft accomplifhed of the age ; declared himfelf:
And he ufed the freedom to write her a letter, in which

k Cam‘en; pi 436, Thuan, lib, 74. 1 Camder, p, 426,
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he diffuaded her from her prefent refolution, with an un- € jf P,
ufual elegance of expreflion, aswell as force of reaf: oning. ’

He told her, that the fecurity of her govérnment
pended entirely on the affcétions of her proteftant fub'-
je&s ; and fhe could not, by any meafure, more effeé

fguft them than by e fpoufing a prince, who
tLC perfidious Catherine, brother to the cruel and

dious Charles, and who had himfelf e 'm.:d his hands

:,IJ

in the blood of the innocent and (,(R icelefs pr

T hat the catholics werc he and believed

either that the had orizinally ufurped the crown, or wa
now lawfully depofed b f cxcon‘rmmf-
cation ; and nothing had vated their
hopes as the profpe& of

Anjou: That i‘.cr chief fecurity at prefent,

efforts of fo numerous, rich, and united a fad
that they poflefled no head who could condu their dan-

on, was
gerous enterprizes ; and the herfelf was rathly fupplying
that defect, by giving an intereft in the kingdom to a
prince, whofe education had zealoufly attached him to
that communion: That though he was a ftranger to the
blood royal of E ngland, the di

fuch, that they preferred the religious to the civil con-

pofitions of men were now

nections; and were more influenced by 1vr.‘.pats:v in
theological opinions than by the principles of legal and
hereditary government : That the duke himfelf had dif=
covered a very reftlefs and turbulent {pirit ; and Ll“m

often violated his loyalty to his elder brother and his fove-
reign, there remained no hopes that he would pafl '”c.’y
fubmit to a woman, whom he might, in m';l‘ty of huf-
band, think himfelf intitled to command: T hat the
French nation, fo populous, fo much aboundi ng in fol-
diers, fo full of nobility, who were devoted to arms, and .
for fome time, accuftomed to ferve for plunder, would
fupply him with partizans, dangerous to a people, un-

113 V‘}‘
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warlike and defencelefs like the generality of her fubjefts:
That the plain and honourable path, which fhe had fol-
lowed, of cultivating tie affections of her people, had
hitherto rendered her regn fecure and happy ; and how-
ever her enemies might feem to multiply upon her, the
fame invincible rampart was flill able to protect and de-
fend her : That fo longas the throne of France was filled
by Henry or his pofterity, it was in vain to hope, that
the ties of blood would :nfure the amity of that kingdom,
preferably to the maxins of policy or the prejudices of
religion ; and if ever tte crown devolved on the duke of
Anjou, the conjun&ion of France and England would
prove a burthen, rather than a protection, to the latter
kingdom : That the eximple of her fifter Mary was fufs
ficient to inftrué her ir the danger of fuch connections;
and to prove, that the affeGtion and confidence of the
Englifh could never be maintained, where they had fuch
rcafon to apprehend, that their interefts would every mos
ment be facrificed to thofe of a foreign and hoftile na-
tion : That notwithftasding thefe great inconveniencies,
difcovered by paft expeiience, the houfe of Burgundy, it
muft be confeffed, wasmore popular in the nation than
the family of France; ind, what was of chief moment,
Philip was of the fame communion with Mary, and was
conneéted with her by this great band of intereft and
affe@ion : And that lowever the queen might remain
childlefs, even though old age fhould grow upon her, the
fingular felicity and glary of her reign would preferye her
from contempt ; the afleCtions of her fubjeéls, and thole
of all the proteftants in Europe, would defend her from
danger; and her own prudence, without other aid or

afliftance, would baflle all the efforts of her moft malig=
nant enemies ™,

THEsE refletions kept the queen in great anxiety and
irrefolution ; and fhe was obferved to pafs feveral nights

m Letters of the Sydneys, wil. i, p. 287, & feq. Cabala, p. 363.
3 without
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without any fleep or repofe. At laft her fettled habits of € ?(YL‘?. P
prudence and ambition prevaied over her temporary in-«— v
clination ; and having fent forthe duke of Anjou, fhe had 1532

a long conference with him inprivate, where fhe was fup-

pofed to have made him apologies for breaking her former
engagements. He exprefled great difguft on his leaving

her; threwaway the ring whith fhe had given him; and

uttered many curfes on the mitability of women and of

iflanders n.  Soon after, he wet over to his government

of the Netherlands ; loft the onfidence of the States by a

rath and violent attempt on tleir liberties; was expelled

that country ; retired into Fraice; and there died, The

queen, by timely refle¢tion, fived herfelf from the nu-

merous mifchiefs, which mufthave attended fo imprudent

a marriage: And the diftra&tel ftate of the French mo-

narchy prevented her from feeing any effects of that re-
fentment, which fhe had reafo: to dread, from the affront

fo wantonly put upon that royl family.

THE anxiety of the queen from the attempts of the Affairs of
Englith catholics, never ceafd during the whole courfe ity
of her reign; but the variety of revolutions which hap-
pened in all the neighbouringkingdoms, were the fource
fometimes of her hopes, fomeimes of her apprehenfions.

This year the affairs of Scoland flrongly engaged her
attention, ‘The influence, wiich the earl of Lenox, and
James Stuart, who now afluned the title of earl of At~
ran, had acquired over the yung king, was but a flen-
der foundation of authority ; while the generality of the
nobles, and all the preachers, were fo much difcontented
with their adminiftration. The affembly of the church
appointed a folemn faft ; of wiich one of the avowed rea-
fons was the danger to which the king was expofed from
the company of wicked perfors©: And on that day, the
pulpits refounded with decamations againft Lenox,

n Camden, p. 436, > Spotfwood, p. 319.
R4 Arran,
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I the prefent counfellors.  'When the minds

of the people were fufliciently prepared by thefe lectures,
a confpiracy of the nobility was formed, probably with
the concurrence of Elizabeth, for feizing the perfon of
James at Ruthven, a feat of the earl of Gowry’s; and
the defign, being kept fecret, fucceeded without any op-
pofition.  The leaders in thisenterprize were, the earl of
Gmly himfelf, the earl of Marre, the lords Lindefey
Boyd, the mafters of Glamis and Oliphant, the ab-

Dumfermline, Paifley, and Cambufkenneth, The
king wept when he munJ himfelf detained a prifoner;
but the mafter of Glamis faid, ¢ No matter for his tears :
¢¢ Better that boys weep than bearded men :” An ex-
preflion v.‘hi:h ]:mwea could never afterwards forgive®,

n = L SRR 7 =
But notwithftanding his r

o«

fentment, he found it neceffary
ent neceflity. He pretended an

entire acquiefcence in the conduét of the aflociatorsy ac-

knowle

to fubmit to the pre

ged the detention of his perfon to be acceptable
{ervice; and agieed to fummon both an aflfembly of the
church and a convention of eftates, in order to ratify that
enierprize,

THE affembly, though they had eftablifhed it as an in-
violable rule, that the king, on no account and under no
pretence, fhould ever intermeddie in ecclefiaftical mat-
ters, made no f{cruple of taking civil affairs under their
cognizance, and of deciding on this occafion;: that the
attempt of the confpirators was acceptable to “all that
feared God, or tendered the prefervation of the king’s
perfon, and profperous ftate of the realm. They even

enjoined all the clergy to recommend thefe fentiments
from the pulpit; and they threatened with ecclefiaftical
cenfures every man, who fhould oppofe the authority of
the cenfederated lords %0 The convention, being com=
poled chiefly of thefe lords themfelves, added their fancs

P Spotlwood, p. 320, 9 Ibid. p. 322,
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in his own houfe: Lenox, though he had power to re-— o

tion to thefe proceedings. ~Arran was confined a prifone

fit, yet rather than raife a civil war, or be the caufe of 7582
bloodfhed r, chofe to retire into France, where he foon
after died. He perfevered to the laft in the proteftant reli-
gion, to which James had converted him, but which the
Bcottifh clergy could never be perfuaded that he had fin-
cerely embraced. The king fent for his family, reftored

his fon to his paternal honours and eftate, took care to
eftablith the fortunes of all his other children ; and to his
laft moments never forgot the early friendthip,  which he
had borne their father : A ftrong proof of the good dif-
pofitions of that prince s,

No fooner was this revolution known in England, than
the queen fent Sir Henry Cary and Sir Robert Bowes to
James, in order to congratulate him on his deliverance
from the pernicious counfels of Lenox and Arran; to
exhort him not to refent the feeming violence committed
on him by the confederated lords; and to procure from
him permiffion for the return of the ea:l of Angus, who,
ever fince Morton’s fall, had lived in England. They
eafily prevailed in procuring the recall of Angus; and as
James fufpe@ed, that Elizabeth had not been entirely
unacquainted with the projeél of his detenfion, he thought
proper, before the Englith ambafladors, to diffemble his
refentment againft the authors of it. Soon after, La
Mothe-Fenelon, and Menneville, appeared as ambaffa-
dors from France : Their errand was to enquire concern-
ing the fituation of the king, make profeflions of their
mafter’s friendthip, confirm the ancient league with
France, and procure an accommodation between James
and the queen of Scots. This laft propofal gave great
umbrage to the clergy ; and the aflembly voted the fet-

r Heylin’s Hift, Prefbyter, p, 227, Spotfwood, s Spotfwood,

P 328.
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€ H A P.tling of terms between the mother and fon to be 2 moft

. s wicked undertaking. The pulpits refounded with decla-

1533,

Letter of
Mary to
Elizabeth,

mations againft the French ambafladors; particularly
Fenelon, whom they called the meffenger of the bleody
murderer, meaning the duke of Guife: And as that mi-
nifter, being knight of the Holy Ghoft, wore a white
crofs on his thoulder, they commonly denominated it, in
contempt, the badge of Antichrift. The king endea-
voured, though in vain, to reprefs thefe infolent reflec-
tions; but in order to make the ambafladors fome com-
penfation, he defired the magiftrates of Edinburgh to
give them a fplendid dinner before their departure, To
prevent this entertainment, the clergy appointed that very
day for a public faft; and finding that their orders were
not regarded, they employed their fermons in thundering
curfes on the magiftrates, who, by the king’s direétion,
had put this mark of refpect on the ambaffadors. They
even purfued them afterwards with the cenfures of the
church ; and it was with difficulty they were prevented
from ifluing the fentence of excommunication againft
them, on account of their fubmiffion to royal, preferably
to clerical, authority *.

WHAT encreafcd their alarm with regard to an accom-
modation between James and Mary, was, that the
Englith ambafladors feemed to concur with the French in
this propofal ; and the clergy were fo ignorant as to believe
the fincerity of the profeffions made by the former. The
queen of Scots had often made overtures to Elizabeth,
which had been entirely neglected ; but hearing of James’s
detention, fhe wrote a letter in a more pathetic and more
fpirited ftrain than ufual; craving the affiftance of that
princefs, both for her own and her fon’s liberty. She
faid, that the account of the prince’s captivity had excited
her moft tender concern ; and the experience, which fhe

t Spotfwood, p. 324,
herfelf,
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herfelf, during fo many years, had of the extreme infeli- € H A P
city attendmor that fituation, had made her the more, )
apprehenfive, left a like fate fhould purfue her unhappy 1583
offspring : That the long train of injuftice which fhe had
undergone ; the calumnies to which fhe had been expofed ;

were {o grievous, that, finding no place for right or truth

among men, fhe was reduced to make her laft appeal to
Heaven, the only competent tribunal between princes of

equal jurifdiction, degree, and dignity: That after her
rebellious fubjels, fecretly inftigated by Elizabeth’s mi-

nifters, had expelled her the throne, had confined her in

prifon, had purfued her with arms, the had voluntarily
thrown herfelf under the protection of England ; futalljy

allured by thofe reiterated profeflions of amity which had

been made her, and by her confidence in the generofity

of a friend, an ally, and a kinfwoman: That not con-

tent with excluding her from her prefence, with {upport-

ing the ufurpers of her throne, with contributing to the
deftruction of her faithful fubjeéts, Elizabeth had reduced
her to a worfe captivity than that from which fhe had
efcaped, and had made her this cruel return for the un-
limited confidence, which fhe had repofed in her: That
though her refentment of {uch fevere ufage had never car-
ried her farther than to ufe fome difappointed efforts for
her deliverance, unhappy for herfelf, and fatal to others,
fhe found the rigours of confinementdaily multiplied upon
her; and at length carried to fuch a height that it fur-
pafled the bounds of all human patience any longer to
endure them : That fhe was cut off from all communica-
tion, not only with the reft of mankind, but with her
only fon; and her maternal fondnefs, which was now
more enlivened by their unhappy fympathy in fituation,
and was her fole remaining attachment to this world, de-
prived even of that melancholy folace, which letters or

meflages
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C B A P.mefluges could give: That the bitternefs of her forrows,
XLI s 5

L_...\ ,ftill more than her clofe confinement, had preyed upon
’533 her_health, and had added the infufferable weight of bo-

dily inﬁrmi(-y to all thofe other calamities, under which
fhe laboured :~That while the daily experience of her
malad
proaching deliverance into a region where pain and forrow

es opened to her the comfortable profpeét of an ap-

are no more, her enemies envied her that laft confolation;
and having fecluded her from every joy on earth, had
done what in them lay to debar her from all hopes in her
future and cternal exiftence: That the exercife of her
religion was refufed her; the ufe of thofe facred rites in
which fhe had been educated ; the commerce with thofe
holy minifters, whom Heaven had appointed to receive the
acknowledgment of our tranfgreflions, and to feal our

O

penitence by a folemn re-admiffion into heay enly favour
and forgivenels : 'That it was in vain to complain of the ri-
gours of perfecution exercifed in other kingdoms; when
a queen, and an innocent woman, was excluded from an
indulgence, which never yet, in the moft barbarous
countries, had been denied to the meaneft and moft ob-
noxious malefactor: That could fhe ever be induced to
defcend from that royal dignity in which Providence had
placed her, or depart from her appeal to Heaven, there
was only one other tribunal, to which the would appeal
from all her enemies; to the juftice and humanity of
Elizabeth’s own breaft, and to that lenity, which, unin-
fluenced by malignant counfel, the would naturally be
induced to._exercife towards her : : And that fhe finally
intreated her, to refume her natural difpofition, and to
reflect on the fupport, as well as comfort, which fhe
might receive from her fon and herfelf fy if, joining the
obligations of gratitude to the ties of blocd, fhe would
de;gn to raife them from their prefent melancholy fitus

ation,
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ation, and reinftate them in that liberty and authority,
which they were entitled ®

Erizaz

1 was engaged to obftrut Mary’s reftora-
becaufle the forefaw an

alternative

r.ticnu'mg that event. If this princefs recovered any
confiderable thare of authority in Scotland, her refentme
ambition, zeal, and connettions, both domeftic

foreign, might render hera dangerous neighbour

land, and enable her, after fupprefling the protefts

among her to revive thofe pretenfion
fhe had formerly advanced to the crown, and whfc'i) her

partizans in both ki fupported with great

induftry and aflurance. If the were rei

with fuch fri& limitations as could not be I;:'!J_:en,

might be difgufted with her fituation ; and flyi
form more defperate attempts than any fovereign, wl
1ad a crown to hazard, would willingly undertake. Mary
herfelf, fenfible of thefe difficulties, and convinced by
experience, that Elizabeth would for ever debar her the
throne, was now become more humble in her withes; and
e and infirmities had reprefled thofe fentiments of

y which fhe had formerly been fo much

as

ambition, b
attuated, the was willing to facrifice all her hopes of

grandeur, in order to obtain a little liberty 3 a blefl ing
to which fhe naturally with the fondeft impa-

ropofet
I poie

fhould be
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facilitate her efcape into France or Spain, or, at leaft
would encourage and encreafe her partizans, and enablé
her to condu& thofe intrigues, to which fhe had already
difcovered fo ftrong a propenfity, was fecretly determined
to deny her requefts; and though fhe feigned to affent to
them, fhe well knew how to difappoint the expectations
of the unhappy princefs. While Lenox maintained his
authority in Scotland, fhe never gave any reply to all the
applications made to her by the Scottifh queen™: At pre-
fent, when her own creaturcs bad acquired pofleffion of
the government, fhe was refolved to throw the odium of
refufal upon them; and pretending, that nothing farther
was required to a perfect accommodation, than the con-
currence of the council of ftate in Scotland, fhe ordered
her ambaflador, Bowes, to open the negociation for
Mary’s liberty, and her affociation with her fon in the
title to the crown. Though fhe feemed to make this
concefiion to Mary, fhe refuled her the liberty of fending
any ambaflador of her own; and that princefs could eafily
conjeCture, from this circumftance, what would be the
refult of the pretended negociation. The privy council
of Scotland, inftigated by the clergy, rejected all treaty;
and James, who was now a captive in their hands, af-
firmed, that he had never agreed to an aflociation with
his mother, and that the matter had never gone farther

than fome loofe propofals for that purpofe*.

Tue affairs of Scotland remained not long in the pre-
fent fituation. James, impatient of reftraint, made his
efcape from his keepers; and flying to St. Andrew’s,
fummoned his friends and partizans to attend him. The
earls of Argyle, Marfhal, Montrofe, and Rothes, ha-
flened to pay their duty to their fovereign; and the
oppolite party found themfelves unable to refift fo power-

w Jebb, vol.ii. p. 540. X MS. in the Advocates’ Library, A 3s
28. p. 40!. from the Cott, Lib, Calig. c. g.

ful
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ful a combination. They were offered a pardon, uponCH A P,
their fubmiffion, and an acknowledgment of their fault, _.ﬁ',!__;
in feizing the king’s perfon, and reftraining him from 1583
his liberty. Some of them accepted of the terms: The

greater number, particularly Angus, Hamilton, Marre,
Glamis, left the country; and took fhelter in Ireland or
England, where they were prote&ted by Elizabeth. The

ear]l of Arran was recalled to court; and the malcontents,

who could not brook the authority of Lenox, a man of

virtue and moderation, found, that, by their refiftance,

they had thrown all power into the hands of a perfon,

whofe counfels were as violent as his manners were pro-

fligate 7,

Er1zAseETH wrote a letter to James; in which fhe
quoted 2 moral fentence from Ifocrates, and indireétly
reproached him with inconftancy, and a breach of his
engagements. James, in his reply, juftified his meafures ;
and retaliated, by turning two paffages of Ifocrates againft
her =, She next fent Walfingham in an embafly to him;
and her chief purpofe in employing that aged minifter in
an errand, where fo little bufinefs was to be tranfa&ed,
was to learn, from a man of fo much penetration and
experience, the real charalter of James. This young

prince poflefled good parts, though not accompanied with
that vigour and induftry which his ftation required ; and
as he excelled in general difcourfe and converfation, Wal-
fingham entertained a higher idea of his talents than he
was afterwards found, when real bufinefs was tranfa&ed’
to have fully merited®. The account, which he gave
his miftrefs, induced her to treat James thenceforth with
fome more regard, than fhe had hitherto been inclined to

pay him.
Y Spotfwood, p. 325, 326, & feq. z Melvil, p. 140, 141,
Strype, vol. iii, p. 165. a Melvil, p. 148. Jebb, vol, ii, p. §30.
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I'uz king of b((m perfevering in his prefent views;
nent ; where it was enated; that no
prefume, in his fermons, to utter falfe; |
y nft the king, the coun-
lic meafures, or to meddle, in an impropet

manncer, with gthe atrairs of

1is majefty and the ftates®

I'he clergy, finding that the pulpit would be no longet

a fanctuary for them, were extremely offended: They
f: that the g was become pcmm in his heart; and
oave their adverfaries th epithets of grofs libertinesy

Is, and infamous perfonsf. The violent condut

yht over the popularity to their fide.
The earl of Gowry, though pardoned for the late attempty
itted to prifon, was tried on fome new accufa-

wed, and executed. Many innocent pér-
: of this favourite ; and the
by Elizabeth, now found
ovcry of their eftates and

n foiled in one attempt

et S G T K e
iLoreda to NS ravours

ARRAN was degraded from authority ; deprived of that
-ftate and title which he had ufurped; and the whole

-

country feemed to be compofed to U"nﬂuxlntw Eliza-
beth, after oppofing, during fome time, the credit of

he favourite, had found it more expedient, before his
fall, to compound all differences with him, by means of
Davifon, a minifter whom fhe fent to Scotland: But
having more confidence in the lords; whom fhe had helped
to reftore, fhe was pleafed with this alteration of affairs;
and maintained a good correfpondence with the new

court and miniftry of James.

b Spotfwood, p. 333
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THESE revolutions in Scotland would have been re- © rf”‘\ P,
garded as of {mall importance to the repofe and fecurity A et
of Elizabeth; had her own fubjects been entirely umt;d,Cr:,s:ﬂ:#;‘is
and had not the zeal of the catholics, excited by con- ;!,t:gr';.;j,
ftraint more properly than perfecution, daily threatened
her with fome dangerous infurretion. The vigilance of
the minifters, particularly of Burleigh and Vfalﬁz‘.(*'unm,
was raifed in proportion to the adivity of the malcon-
terits ; and many arts, which bad been blameable in a
more peaceful government, were employed, in dete& mg
confpiracies, and even difcovering the fecret inclinations
of men. Counterfeit letters were written in the name o\}'
the queen of Scots, or of the Iil:zglif’: exiles, and privatel
conveyed to the houfes of the cathclics: Spi
to obferve the actions and difcourfe of {ufp

Informers were countenanced : And h_r.mh t}:c {lz;\xclrv
of thefe two great minifters helped them to diftinguith the
true from the falfe intelligence, many ca Hmmps were,

no doubt, hearkened to, and all the fubjeéls, particularly
the catholics, kept in the utmoft anxiety and inquietude.
Henry Piercy, earl of Northumberland, brother to the
earl -beheaded fome years before, and Philip Howard,

earl of Arundel, fon of the unfortunate duke of Norfolk,
fell under fufpicion; and the latter was, by order of

council, confined to his own houfe, Francis Throo-

morton, a private gentleman, was committed to cuftody,

on account of a letter which he had written to the queen
of Scots; and which was intercepted. Lord Paget and
Charles Arundel, who had been engaged with him in
treafonable defigns, immediately withdrew beyond fea.

Throgmorton confefled, that a plan for an invafion and

infurre€tion had been laid ; and though, on his trial, he
was defirous of retradting this confeflion, and n.mmizwr
t to the fear of torture, he was found guilty and executed.

J
Mendoza, the ador, having promoted this
VoL. \'f'

4
Spanifh amba

confpiracy,
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C H A P.confpiracy, was ordered to depart the kingdom; and
. Wade was fent into Spain, to excufe his difmiffion, and

1534.

to defire the king to fend another ambaflador in his place:
But Philip would not fo much as admit the Englith am-
baffador to his prefence. Creighton, a Scottifh Jefuit,
coming over on board a veffel which was feized, tore fome
papers, with an intention of throwing them into the fea;
but the wind blowing them back upon the fhip, they
were pieced together, and difcovered fome dangerous
fecretsd,

Many of thefe confpiracies were, with great appear-
ance of reafon, imputed to the intrigues of the queen of
Scots®; and as her name was employed in all of them,
the council thought, that they could not ufe too many
precautions againft the danger of her claims, and the reft-
lefs activity of her temper. She was removed from under
the care of the ear]l of Shrewfbury, who, though vigilant
and faithful in that truft, had alfo been indulgeut to bis
prifoner, particularly with regard to air and exercife:
And fhe was committed to the cuftody of Sir Amias Pau-
let and Sir Drue Drury; men of honour, but inflexible
in their care and attenticn. An affociation was alfo
fet on foot by the earl of Leicefter and other cour-
tiers; and as Elizabeth was beloved by the whole nation,
except the more zealous catholics, men of all ranks wil-
lingly flocked to the fubfcription of it. The purport of
this affociation was to defend the queen, to revenge her
death or any injury committed againft her, and to ex-
clude from the throne all claimants, what title foever
they might poflefs, by whofe fuggeftion, or for whole
behoof, any violence fhould be offered to her majefty '
The queen of Scots was fenfible, that this affociation was

d Camden, p. 400. ¢ Strype, vol. iii. p, 246,
f State Trials, vol. i, p. 122, 123,

Jevelled
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levelled againft her; and to remove all fufpicion from € }}I(Li} P.
herfelf, fhe alfo defired leave to fubfcribe it. Gl
Er1zaseTH, that the might the more difcourage mal- 1584

contents, by fthewing them the concurrence of the nation Zzi:l?;:
in her favour, fummoned a new parliament ; and fhe met ™*"*
with that dutiful attachment, which fhe expected. The
affociation was confirmed by parliament; and a claufe
was added, by which the queen was empowered to name
commiflioners for the trial of any pretender to the crown;

who fhould attempt or imagine any invafion, infurreétion,

or aflaffination againft her: Upon condemnation, pro-
nounced by thefec commifioners, the guilty perfon was
excluded from all claim to the fucceflion, and was farther
punifhable, as her majefty fhould dire¢t. And for greater

fecurity, a council of regency, in cafe of the queen’s
violent death, was appointed to govern the kingdom, to
fettle the fucceffion, and to take vengeance for that act of
treafon &,

A sEVERE law was alfo ena&ted againft jefuits and po-
pith priefts: It was ordained, that they fhould depart
the kingdom within forty days; that thofe who fhould
remain beyond that time, or thould afterwards return,
fhould be guilty of treafon ; that thofe who harboured ot
relieved them fhould be guilty of felony ; that thofe who
were educated in feminarigs, if they returned not in fix
months after notice given, and fubmittéd not themfelves
to the queen, before a bithop or two juftices, fhould be
guilty of treafon ; and that if any, fo fubmitting them-
felves, fhould, within ten years, approach tlhe court, or
come within ten miles of it, their fubmiffion fhould be
void », By thislaw, the exercife of the catholic religion,
which had formerly been prohibited under lighter penal-

ties, and ‘which was, in many inftances, connived at,
was totally fupprefled. In the fubfequent part of the

: .
& 27 Eliz. cap. 1. b Ihil cap, 2.

S queen’s
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CH A P.queen’s reign, the Jaw was fometimes executed, by the

XLI

— — Capital punithment of pr

15%4.

iefts ; and though the partizans
of that princefs afferted, that they were punifhed for their
treafon, not their religion, the apology muft only be un-
derftood in this fenfe, that the law was enacted on ac-
count of the treafonable views and attempts of the fe&t,
not that every individual, who fuffered the penalty of the
law, was conn_kd of treafon i. The catholics, there-
fore, might now with juftice complain of a violent per=
fecution ; which, we may fafely affirm, in fpite of the
rigid and bigotted maxims of that age, not to be the beft
method of converting them, or of reconciling them to
the eftablifhed government and religion.

THE parliament, befides arming the queen with thefe
powers, granted her a fupply of one fubfidy and two
fifteenths. The only circumftance, in which their pro-
ceedings were difagreeable to her, was an application,
made by the commons, for a farther reformation in eccle-
fiaftical matters. Yet even in this attempt, which af-
feGted her, as well as them, in a delicate point, they
difcovered how much they were overawed by her autho-
rity. ‘The majority of the houfe were puritans, or in-

clined to that fect *; but the fevere reprimands, which
they had already, in former fefions, met-with from the
throne, deterred them from introducing any bill concern-
ing religion ; a proceeding which would have been inter-
preted as an encroachment on the prerogative : They

i Some even of thofe who defend the queen’s meafures, allow that in ten
ayears fifty ptiefts were executed, and fifty-five banithed. Camden, p 649

k Befides the petition after me t oned, another proof of the prevalency
of the puritans among the commons was their paffing a bill for the reverent
obfervance of Suiday, which they termed the Sabbath, and the depriving
the people of thofe amufements, which they were accuftomed to take on that
day, D’Ewes, p. 3354 It was a ftrong fymptom of a contrary fpirit in the
upper houfe, that they propofed to add Wednefdny to the faft days, and to
prohibit entirely the eating of flefh on that day, D’Ewes, p. 373

1 were
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were content to proceed by way of humble petition, andC H AP.
that not addrefled to her majefty, which would havc._..‘.\,.-;.l
given offence, but to the houfe of lords, or rather the 1,84
bifhops, who had a feat in that houfe, and from whom

alone they were willing to receive all advances towards
reformation ': A flrange departure from what we now
apprehend to be-the dignity of the commons !

THE commons defired in their humble petition, that
no bithop thould exercife his funéion of ordination but
with the confent and concurrence of fix prefbyters : But
this demand, as it really introduced a change of ecclefia-
ftical government, was firmly reje¢ted by the prelates,
They defired, that no clergyman fhould be inftituted
into any benefice, without previous notice bc!ng given
to the parith, that they might examine whether there
lay any objeétion to his life or dotrine: An attempt to-
wards a popular model, which naturally met with the
fame fate. In apother article of the petition, they pray-
ed, that the bifhops fhould not infift upon every cere-
mony, or deprive incumbents for omitting part of the
fervice: As if uniformity in public worfhip had not
been eftablithed by law; or as if the prelates had been
endowed with a difpenfing power. They complained of
abufes, which prevailed, in pronouncing the fentence of
excommunication, and they entreated the reverend fathers
to think of fome law for the remedy of thefe abufes :
Implying, that thofe matters were too high for the com-
mons of themfelves to attempt.

But the moft material article, which the commons
touched upon in their petition, was the court of eccle-
fiaftical commiffion, and the oath ex officio, as it was
called, exalted by that court, This is a fubject of fuch
importance as to merit fome explanation. :

1 D’Ewes, p. 357.

S 3 Fiig
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THE firft primate after the queen’s acceffion, was
Parker; a man rigid in exaling conformity to the efta-
blithed worfhip, and in punifhing, by fine or depriva-
tion, all the puritanical clergymen, who attempted to
innovate any thing in the habits, ceremonies, or liturgy
of the church. He died in 15753 and was fucceeded by
Grindal, who, as he himfelf was inclined to the new
fe&t, was with great difficulty brought to execute the
laws againft them, or to punifh the nonconforming clergy.
He declined obeying the queen’s orders for the {uppreffion
of prophecyings, or the aflemblies of the zealots in private
houfes, which, fhe apprehended, had become fo many
academies of fanaticifm; and for this offence, fhe had, by
an order of the Star Chamber, fequeftered him from his
archiepifcopal fun&ion, and confined him to his own houfe.
Upon his death, which happened in 1583, fhe determined
not to fall into the fame error in her next choice; and fhe
named Whitgift, azealous churchman, who had already
fignalized his pen in controverfy, and who, having in vain
attempted to convince the puritans by argument, was now
refolved to open their eyes by power, and by the execution
of penal ftatutes. He informed the queen, that all the
fpiritual authority, lodged in the prelates, was infigni-
ficant without the fanction of the crown; and as there
was no ecclefiaftical commiffion at that time in force, he
engaged her to iffuc a new one; more arbitrary than any
of the former, and conveying more unlimited authority”.
She appointed forty-four commiflioners, twelve of whom
were ecclefiaftics; three commiflioners made a quorum;
the jurifdiétion of the courtextended over the whole king-
dom, and over all orders of men; and every circum-
ftance of its authority, and all its methods of proceeding,
were contrary to the cleareft principles of law and na-
tural equity. The commiffioners were empowered ta

® Neal’s Hiftory of the Puritans, vol. i. p. 410,
vifig
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vifit and reform all errors, herefies, fchifms, in a word € P\'\‘:’\I P.
to regulate all opinions as well as to punifh all breach "~
of uniformity in the exercife of public worthip. They 158
were directed to make enquiry, not only by the legal
methods of juries and witnefles, but by all other means
and ways, which they could devife; that is, by the rack,
by torfurc, by inqn-xiﬁtion, by imprifonment. Where
they found reafon to fufpeét any perfon, they might ad-
minifter to him 2n oath, called ex Officio, by which he
was bound to anf{wer all queftions, and might thereby
be obliged to accufe himfelf or his moft intimate friend.
The fines, which they levied, were difcretionary, and
often occafioned the total ruin of the offender, con-
trary to the eftablifhed laws of the kingdom. The im-
prifonment, to which they condemned any delinquent,
was limited by ne rule but their own pleafure. They
afflumed a power of impofing on the clergy what new
articles of fubfcription, and confequently of faith, they
thought proper, Though all other fpiritual courts were
fubje&, fince the reformation, to inhibitions from the
fupreme courts of law, the ecclefiaftical commifiioners

were exempted from that legal jurifdi&tion, and were
liable to no controul, And the more to enlarge their
authority, they were empowered to punifth all incefts,
adulteries, fornications; all outrages, mifbehaviours, and
diforders in marriage: And the punifhments, which they
might infli&, were according to their. wildom, con-
fcience, and difcretion. In a word, this court was a
real inguifition; attended with all the iniquities, as well
as cruelties, infeparable from that tribunal, And as the
jurifdi¢tion of the ecclefiaftical court was deftruétive of
all law, fo its ere€tion was deemed by many a mere
ufurpation of this imperious princefs; and had no other
foundation than a claufe of a ftatute, reftoring the {u-
premacy to the crown, and empowering the fovereign

S+ tQ
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>.to appoint commiflioners for exercifing that prerogative,
But prerogative in gencral, efpecially the fupremacy,
to involve powers, which

limit and deter-

was fuppofed in

no law, precedent, or
mine.

Burt though the commons, in their humble petition
to the prelates; had touched fo gently and fubmiflively on

the ecclefiaftical grievances, the queen, in a fpeech from:
the throne at \he end of the feflion, could not forbear

notice of their ptc{u;; ption, and reproving them

fe murmurs, which, for fear of offending her,

t;QL
they had pronounced fo low as not directly to reach her
royal cars.  After. giving them fome general thanks for
their attachment to her, and making profeffions of af=
fection to her fubjeéts, fhe told them, that whoever

found fault with the church threw a f{lander upon her,

fince fhe was appointed &y God fupreme ruler over it, and
no herefies or {chifms could prevail in the kingdom but

by her permifiion and negligence: .That fome abufes
muft neceflarily have place in every thing; but fhe warn-
ed the prelates to be watchful; for if fhe found them
carelefs of their charge, fhe was fully determined to de~
pofe them: That fhe was commonly fuppofed to have
employed herfelf in many ftudies, particularly - philofos:
paical (by which, I fuppofe, fhe meant theological)
and fhe would confefs, that few, whofe leifure had no
allowed them to make profeflion of {cience, had read or
refleCted more: That as fhe could difcern the prefump=
tion of many, in curioufly canvafiing the fcriptures, and
ftarting innovations, the would no longer endure this li-
centioufnels; but meant to guide her people, by God’s
rule, in the juft mean between the corruptions of Romeand
the errors of modern feGaries: And that as the Romanifts
were the inveterate enemies of her perfon, fo the other
innovators were dangerous to all kingly government; and
under
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under colour of preaching the word of God, prefumed ¢ H A P,

ia 2 : 3 XL1.
to fexcrm{-c ‘thqr. private judgment, and to cenfure the )
a&tions of the prince ™. 1584,

From the whole of this tranfaction, we may obferve,
that the commons, in making their general application
to the prelates, as well as in fome particular articles of
their petition, fhowed themfelves wholly ignorant; no
lefs than the queen, of the principles of liberty and a
legal conftitution. And it may not be unworthy of re-
mark, that Elizabeth, fo far from yielding to the difplea-
fure of the parliament againft the ecclefiaftical commif-
fion, granted, before the end of her reign, a new com-

miffion ; in which fthe enlarged, rather than reftrained, the
powers of the commiflioners °.

During this fefion of parliament, there was difco-
vered a confpiracy, which much encreafed the general
animofity againft the catholics, and fill farther widened
the breach between the religious parties. William Parry,
a catholic gentleman, had received the queen’s pardon
for a crime, by which he was expofed to capital punifh-
ment ; and having obtained permiffion to travel, he re-
tired to Milan, and made open profeffion of his religion,
which he had concealed while he remained in England.
He was here perfuaded by Palmio, a jefuit, that he
could not perform a more meritorious action, than to
take away the life of his fovercign and his benefaltrefs;
the nuncio, Campeggio, when confulted, approved ex-
tremely of this pious undertaking; and Parry, though
ftill agitated with doubts, came to Paris, with an in-
tention of paffing over to England, and executing his
bloody purpofe. He was here encouraged in the defign
by Thomas Morgan, a gentleman of great credit in the
party ; and though Watts and fome other catholic priefts

n See note [R] at the end of the volume, © Rymer, vol, xvi,
p- 292, 386. 400.
' told
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c *}*{L‘; P. told him, that the enterprife was criminal and impious,
l__._\,-;._J he preferred the authority of Raggazzoni, the nuncio at

1534,

Paris, and determined to perfift in his refolution, He
here wrote a letter to the pope, which was conveyed to
eardinal Como ; he communicated his intention to the
holy father ; and craved his abfolution and paternal be-
nedt&ion. He received an anfwer from the cardinal, by
which he found that his purpofe was extremely ap-
plauded; and he came over to England with a full defign
of carrying it into execution. So deeply are the fenti-
ments of morality engraved in the human breaft, that it
is difficult even for the prejudices of falfe religion totally
to efface them ; and this bigotted affaffin refolved, before
he came to extremities, to try every other expedient for
alleviating the perfecutions, under which the catholics
at that time laboured. He found means of being intro-
duced to the queen ; affured her that many confpiracies
were formed againft her; and exhorted her, as fhe ten-
dered her life, to give the Romanifts fome more indul-
gence in the exercife of their religion : But left he fhould
be tempted by the opportunity to aflaffinate her, he always
came to court unprovided with every offenfive weapon.
He even found means to be eleéted member of patlia-
ment ; and having made a vehement harangue againft the
fevere laws enated this laft feflion, was committed to
cuftody for his freedom, and fequeftered from the houfe.
His failure in thefe attempts confirmed him the more in
his former refolution ; and he communicated his inten=
tions to Nevil, who entered zealoufly into the defign,
and was determined to have a fhare in the merits of its
execution. A book, newly publifhed by Dr, Allen, af-

‘terwards created a cardinal, ferved farther to efface all

their feruples, with regard to the murder of an heretical
prince;; and having agreed to fhoot the queen, while fhe
fhould be taking the air on horfeback, they refolved, if

they
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they could not make their efcape, to facrifice their lives, € ” A b,
in fulfilling a duty, fo agreeable, as they imagined, tOg__\’._;
the will of God and to true religion. But while they 534
were watching an opportunity for the execution of their
purpofe, the earl of Weftmoreland happened to die in
exile; and as Nevil was next heir to that family, he
began to entertain hopes, that, by doing fome accept-
able fervice to the queen, he might recover the eftate
and honours, which had been forfeited by the rebellion
of the laft earl. He betrayed the whole confpiracy to
the minifters ; and Parry, being thrown into prifon, con-
fefled the guilt, both to them, and to the jury who tried
him. The letter from cardinal Como, being produced
in court, put Parry’s narrative beyond all queftion ; and
that criminal, having received fentence of death?, fuf-
fered the punithment, which the law appointed for his
treafonable confpiracy 9.

THEsE bloody defigns now appcared every where, as
the refult of that bigotted fpirit by which the two reli-
gions, efpecially the catholic, were at this time adtuated.
Somerville, a gentleman of the county of Warwic,
fomewhat difordered in his underftanding, had heard fo
much of the merit attending the affaflination of heretics
and perfecutors, that he came to London with a view of
murdering the queen ; but having betrayed his defign by
fome extravagances, he was thrown into prifon, and
there perifhed by a voluntary death . About the fame The affairs
time, Baltazar Gerard, a Burgundian, undertook, and ‘goz};i:c‘:"
executed the fame defign againft the prince of Orange;
and that great man perithed at Delft, by the hands of a
defperate affaflin, who, with a refolution worthy of a better
caufe, facrificed his own life, in order to deftroy the famous
reftorer and proteor of religious liberty. The Flemings,

P State Trials, vol.i. p. 103, & feq. Strype, vol. iii, p. 255, & feq.
g See note [S ] at the end of the volume, ¥ Camder, P: 495-
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who regarded that prine as their father, were filled with
great forrow, as well wlen they confidered the miferable
end of fo brave a patrioy as their own forlorn condition,
from the lofs of fo poverful and prudent a leader, and
from the rapid progrefs « the Spanifh arms. The prince
of Parma had made every year great advances upon them,
had reduced feveral of tle provinces to obedience, and had
laid clofe fiege to Antwrp, the richeft and moft populous
city of the Netherlands,whofe {ubjection, it was forefeen,
would give a mortal blaw to the already declining affairs
of the revolted provines. The only hopes, which re-
mained to them, arofe Tom the profpect of foreign fue-
cour. Being well acquanted with the cautious and frugal
maxims of Elizabeth, they expefted better fuccefs in
France; and in the viw of engaging Henry to embrace
their defence, they tencred him the fovereignty of their
provinces. But the prdent condition of that monarchy
obliged the king to rejet fo advantageous an offer. The
duke of Anjou’s death, which, he thought, would have
tended to reftore publt tranquillity, by delivering him
from the intrigues of nat prince, plunged him into the
deepeft diftrefs ; and theking of Navarre, a profefled hugo-
not, being next heir to he crown, the duke of Guife took
thence occafion to reviv: the catholic league, and to urge
Henry, by the moft volent expedients, to feek the ex-
clufion of that brave aid virtuous prince. Henry him-
felf, though a zealous :atholic, yet, becaufe he declined
complying with their jrecipitate meafures, became an
object of averfion to the league; and as his zeal, in
pra&ifing all the fupertitious obfervances of the Romifl
church, was accompaned with a very licentious conduét
in private life, the catlolic fattion, in contradiction to
univerfal experience, enbraced thence the pretext of repre-
fenting his devotion as nere deceit and hypocrify. Find-
ing his authority to deline, he was obliged to declare

war againft the hugonos, and to put arms into the hands
of
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of the league, whom, both oraccount of their danger-C H A P,
ous pretenfions at home, aud théir clofe alliance \Vllh\__,_\l,:__/
Philip, he fecretly regarded at his more dangerous ene-  ¥585¢
mies. Conftrained by the fane policy, he dreaded the
danger of aflociating himfelf with the revolted proteftants
in the Low Countries, and ws obliged to renounce that
inviting opportunity of reveiging himfelf for all the
hoftile intrigues and enterprize of Philip.

TuE States, reduced to this extremity, fent over a
folemn embafly to London, aid made anew an offer to
the queen, of acknowledging ier for their fovereign, on
condition of obtaining her prot&ion and affiftance. Eli-
zabeth’s wifeft counfellors wer divided in opinion with
regard to the conduét, which the fhould hold in this
critical and important emergeice, Some advifed her to
reject the offer of the States, and reprefented the immi-
nent dangers, as well as injuftce, attending the accept-
ance of it. They faid, that tle fupprefiion of rebellious
fubjetts was the common cafe of all fovereigns, and
any encouragement, given to te revolt of the Flemings,

might prove the example of a like pernicious licence to
the Englith: That though pinces were bound by the
laws of the Supreme g no to opprefs their fubjedts,
the people never were entitled o forget all duty to their
fovereign, or transfer, from wery fancy or difguft, or
even from the jufteft ground f complainty their obedi-
ence to any other mafter: Tht the queen, in the fuc-
cours hitherto afforded the Ilemings, had confidered
them ‘as labouring under oppeflion, not as entitled to

freedom ; and had intended ony to admonifth Philip not

to per fevere in his tyranny, without any view of ra

vithing from him thefe provires, which he enjoyed by
hereditary right from his ancétors : That her fituation

in Ireland, and even in Endand, would afford that

powerful mc rtunity of retaliating

upon
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€ H A P. ypon her; and fhe muft thenceforth expect, that, inftead

XLT.

-

1585

of fecretly fomenting faction, he would openly employ
his whole force in the protection and defence of the cas
tholics : ‘T'hat the pope would undoubtedly unite his fpi-
ritual arms to the temporal ones of Spain: And that the
queen would foon repent her making fo precarious an
acquifition in foreign countries, by expofing her own
dominions to the moft imminent danger ®.

OTuEeR counfellors of Elizabeth maintained a cons
trary opinion. They afferted, that the queen had not,
even from the beginning of her reign, but certainly had
not at prefent, the choice, whether the would embrace
friendfhip or hoftility with Philip : That by the whole
tenor of that prince’s conduét it appeared, that his fole
aims were, the extending of his empire, and the entire
fubjeétion of the proteftants, under the fpecious pre-
tence of maintaining the catholic faith: That the pro-
vocations, which fthe had already given him, joined to
his general fcheme of policy, would for ever render him
her implacable enemy ; and as foon as he had fubdued
his revolted fubje&s, he would undoubtedly fall, with
the whole force of his united empire, on her defence
lefs ftate: That the only queftion was, whether fhe
would maintain a war abroad, and fupported by allies, or
wait till the fubjeCtion of all the confederates of Eng-
land fhould give her enemies leifure to begin their hofti-
lities in the bowels of the kingdom: That the revolted
provinces, though in a declining condition, poffefled fill
confiderable force; and by the affiftance of England, by
the advantages of their fituation, and by their inveterate
antipathy to Philip, might ftill be enabled to maintain
the conteft againft the Spanifh monarchy: That their
maritime power, united to the queen’s, would give her
entire fecurity on the fide from which alone fhe could

s Camden, p. 507, Bentivoglio, part 2, lib. iv.

be
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be affaulted, and would even enable her to make inroads € B A P.
on Philip’s dominions, both in Europe and the Indies: ___ "~
That a war, which was neceflary, could never be un- 585
juft; and feif-defence was concerned, as well in prevent-
ing certain dangers at a diftance, as in repelling any im-
mediate invafion: And that, fince hoftility with Spain
was the unavoidable confequence of the prefent interefts
and fituations of the two monarchies, it were better to
compenfate that danger and lofs by the acquifition of fuch
important provinces to the Englith empiret.

AmipsT thefe oppofite councils, the queen, apprehen=

five of the confequences attending each extreme, was
inclined to fteer a middle courfe; and though fuch con-
dut is feldom prudent, the was not, in this refolution,
guided by any prejudice or miftaken affeftion. She was
determined not to permit, without oppofition, the total
fubjection of the revolted provinces, whofe interefts fhe
deemed fo clofely connefted with her own: But fore-
feeing that the acceptance of their fovereignty would ob-
lige her to employ her whole force in their defence, would
give umbrage to her neighbours, and would expofe her
to the reproach of ambition and ufurpation, imputations
which hitherto fhe had carefully avoided, the immedi-
ately rejeéted this offer. She concluded a league with
the States on the following conditions: That fhe fhould
fend over an army to their afliftance, of five thoufand
faot and a thoufand horfe, and pay them during the war;
that the general, and two others, whom fhe fhould ap-
point, fhould be admitted into the council of the States;
that neither party thould make peace without the confent
of the other ; that her expences fhould be refunded after
the conclufion of the war; and that the towns of Fluth-
ing and the Brille, with the caftle of Rammekins, thould,

t Camden, p. 507. Bentivoglio, part 2. lib. iv

in
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€ H A P. in the mean time, be configned into her hands, by way of

XLIL

‘ , fecurity.

1585,

THE queen knew that this meafure would immedi~
ately engage her in open hoftilities with Philip ; yet was
not fhe terrified with the view of the prefent greatnefs of
that monarch. The continent of Spain was at that
time rich and populous ; and the late addition of Portu-
gal, befides fecuring internal tranquillity, had annexed
an opulent kingdom to Philip’s dominions, had made him
mafter of many fettlements in the Eaft-Indies and of the
whole commerce of thofe regions; and had much en-
creafed his naval power, in which he was before chicfly
deficient, All the princes of Italy, even the pope and
the court of Rome, were reduced to a kind of fubjection
under him, and feemed to poffefs their fovereignty on
terms fomewhat precarious. The Aufirian branch in
Germany, with their dependant principalities, was clofe-
ly connected with him, and was ready to fupply him with
troops for every enterprize. ~All the treafures of the
Weft-Indies were in his pofleflion; and the prefent
fcarcity of the precious metals in every country of Eu-
rope, rendered the influence of his riches the more
forcible and extenfive, The Netherlands feemed on the
point of relapfing into fervitude ; and {mall hopes were
entertained of their withftanding thofe numerous and
veteran armies, which, under the command.of the moft
experienced generals, he employed againft them: Even
France, which was wont to counterbalance the Auftrian
g:‘eatneis, had loft all her force from inteftine commo-
tions ; and as the catholics, the ruling party, were clofely
connected with him, he rather expected thence an aug:
mentation, than a diminution, of his power. . Upon the
whole, fuch prepofleflions were ey ery where entertained

concerning the force of the Spanifth monarchy, that the

king of Sweden; when he hcard that KElizaberh had
openly
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openly embraced the defence of the revolted Flemings, € H A P
fcrupled not to fay, that fhe had now taken the diac mm\__.\,_J
from her head, and had adventured it upon the doubtful 585
chance of war". Yet was this princefs rather cautious

than enterprifing in her natural temper: She ever need-

ed more to be impelled by the vigour, than reftrained by

the prudence of her minifters: But when fhe faw an eyi-

dent neceflity, the braved danger with magnanimous cou=

rage; and trufting to her own confummate wifdom, and

to the affections, however divided, of her people, fhe
prepared herfelf to refift, and even to aflaulty the whole

force of the catholic monarch;

THE Earl of Leicefter was fent over to Holland, at the
head of the Englith auxiliary forces. HE€ carried with
him a fplendid retinue ; being accompanied by the young
earl -of Effex, his fon-in-law, the lords Audley and
North, Sir William Ruffel, 8ir Thomas Shirley, Sir
Arthur Baflet; Sir Walter Wallery Sir Gervafe Clifton,
and a feleét troop of five hundred gentlemen. He was
received, on his arrival at Fluthing; by his nephew Sir
Philip Sidney, the governor; and every town, through -
which he paflfed, exprefled their joy by acclamations and
triumphal arches; as if his prefence and the queen’s pro=
tetion had brought them the moft certain deliverance;
The States, defirous of engaging Elizabeth fll farcher
in their defence, and knowing the intereft which Leij-
cefter poflefled with her, conferred on him the title of
governor and captain-general of the United Provinces;

appointed a guard to attend him, and treated him, in
fome refpects, as their fovereign. But this flep had a
contrary effect to what they expected. The queen was
difpleafed with the artifice of the States, and the ambi-
tion of Leicefter. She feverely reprimanded both; and

u Camden, p. 508;
Veor. V, i it
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C H A P.jt was with fome difficulty, that, after many humble
\__J_Lfi__,,iu.mn ffions, they were able to appeafe her.

H()J’,‘Ai‘m‘ys AmERICA was regarded as the chief fource of Philip’s

with Spain. power, as well as the moft defencelefs part of his domi-

nions ; and Elizabeth, finding that an open breach with

that monarch was unavoidable, refolved not to leave him

unmolefled in that quarter. The great fuccefs of the

Spaniards .and Portuguele in both Indies had excited a

fpirit of emulation in England; and as the progrefs of

commerce, {till more that of colonies, is flow and gra-

dual, it was happy, that a war, in this ¢ritical period,

had opened a more flattering profpet to the avarice and

ambition of the Englifh, and had tempted them, by the

view of fudden and exorbitant profit, to engage in naval

enterprizes, A fleet of twenty fail was equipped to at-

tack the Spaniards in the Weft-Indies : Two thoufand

three hundred voluntéers, befides feamen, engaged on

board of it; Sir Francis Drake was appointed admiral;

Chriftopher Carlifle commander of the land forces, They

1586,  took St. Jago, near Cape Verde, by furprize 3 and found

Jaavary. in it plenty of px‘()viﬁw:ac, but no riches, They failed

to Hilpaniola; and eafily making themfelves mafter of

St. Domingo by affault, obliged the inhabitants to ran-

fom their huuns by a fum of money. Carthagena fell

next into their hands after fome more refiftance, and was

treated in the fame manner., They burned St. Anthony

and St, Helens, two towns on the coaft of Florida, Sail-

ing along the coaft of Virginia, the ey found the fmall

remains of a colony which had been planted there by Sir

Walter Raleigh, and which had gone extremely to de-

cay. ‘This was the firft attempt of the Engliﬁl-t') form.

ch fettlements; and though they have fince furpaﬂcd

all European nations, both in the fituation of their colo-

nies, and in the noble principles of liberty and induftry,

on which they are founded ; they had here been fo unfuc-

cefsfuly
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cefsful, that the miferable planters abandoned their fet- C Y;EL? P,
tlements, and prevailed on Drake to carry them with \__‘_Vm___,
him to England. He returned with fo much riches 1586,
as encouraged the volunteers, and with fuch accounts of

the Spanith weaknefs in thofe countries as ferved ex-

tremely to enflame the fpirits of the nation to future
enterprizes. The great mortality, which the climate

had produced in his fleet, was, as is ufual, but a

feeble reftraint on the avidity and fanguine hopes of

e
o
young adventurers¥. It is thought that Drake’s fleet
firft introduced the ufe of tobacco into England.

THE enterprizes of Leicefler were much lefs fuccefs-
ful than thofe of Drake. This man poffefled neither
courage nor capacity, equal to the truft repofed in him
by the queen; and as he was the only bad choice fhe
made for any confiderable employment, men naturally

believed, that the had here been influenced by an affetion
ftill more partial than that of friendfhip. He gained at
firft fome advantage in an a&ion againft the Spaniards ;
and threw fuccours into Grave, by which that place
was enabled to make a vigorous defence : But the cow-
ardice of the governor, Van Hemert, rendered all thefe
efforts ufelefs. He capitulated after a feeble refiftance ;
and being tried for his condu&®, fuffered a capital punifh-
ment from the fentence of a court martial. ‘The prince
of Parma next undertook the fiege of Venlo, which
was furrendered to him after fome refiftance. The
fate of Nuys was more difmal ; being taken by aflault,
while the garrifon was treating of a capitulation. Rhim=
berg

52

under the command of colonel Morgan, was afterwards

which was garrifoned by twelve hundred Englifh,

befieged by the Spaniards; and Leicefter, thinking him-

felf too weak to attempt raifing the fiege, endeavoured to

¥ Camden, p, 509,
4§ draw
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C H A I. draw off the prince of Parma by forming another enters
SLL ; 5 i

«___prize. He firft attacked Doefberg, and [ucceeded : He

then fat down before Zutphen, which the Spanifh genes
ral thought fo important a fortrefs, that he haftened to
its relief. He made the marquefs of Guafto advance
with a convoy, which he intended to throw into the
place. T'hey were favoured by a fog; but falling by
accident on a body of Englith cavalry, a furious action
enfucd, in which the Spaniards were worfted, and the mar=
auefls of Gonzaga, an ltalian nobleman of great reputation
and family, was flain. The pur{uit was flopped by the
advance of the prince of Parma with the main body of the
Spanifh army ; and the Englith cavalry, on their return
from the field, found their advantage more than com-
penfated by the lofs of Sir Philip Sidney, who, being
mortally wounded in the action, was carried off by the
{oldiers, and foon aftet died. This perfon is deferibed
by the writers of that age as the moft perfect model of
an accomplithed gentleman, that could be formed even
by the wanton imagination of poetry or fition. Virtus
ous conduét, polite converfation, heroic valour, and ele-
gant erudition, all concurred to render him the orna-
ment and delight of the Englifh court; and as the credit,
vhich he poflefled with the queen and the earl of Lei-
cefter, was wholly employed in the encouragement of
genius and literature, his praifes have been tranfmitted
with advantage to pofterity. No perfon was fo low as
not to become an obje&t of his humanity. After this
laft aétion, while he was lying on the field, mangled
with wounds, a bottle of water was brought him to re-
licve his thirft; but obferving a foldiet near him in 2
like miferable condition, he faid, This man’s neceffity is fill
greater than mine : And refigned to him the bottle of
water. The king of Scots, flruck with admiration of
Sidney’s virtue, celebrated his memory in a copy of Latin
verfesy
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verfes, which he compofed on the death of that young€ H A P.
XL

LI.
hero. SHSCESS
Tue Englifh, though a long peace had deprived them
of all experience, were ftrongly pofleflicd of military
nius; and the advantages, gained by the prince of Par-
ma, were not attributed to the fuperior bravery and di
cipline of the Spaniards, but folely to the want of mili-
tary abilities in Leicefter., The States were much difcon-

tented with his management of the war ; #till more with his
arbitrary and imperious condu&; and at the end of the

11

campaign, they applied to him for a redrefs of all their

grievances. But Leicefter, without Ziving them any fat
faction, departed foon after for England *,

THE queen, while the provoked fo powerful an cnemy
as the king of Spain, was not forgetful to fecure herfelf

on the fide of Scotland; and fhe endeavoured both to

~

cultivate the friendfhip and alliance of her kinfman,
James, and to remove all grounds of quarrel between
them. An attempt, which fhe had made fome time be-

fore, was not well calculated to gain the confidence of
that prince, She had difpatched Wotton as her ambafla-
dor to Scotland; but though fhe gave him private in-
tructions with regard to her affairs, fhe informed James,
that, when fhe had any political bufinefs to difcufs with
him, fhe would employ another minifter; that this man
was not fitted for ferious negociations; and that her chief
purpofe in fending him, was to entertain the king with
witty and facetious converfation, and to partake without
referve of his pleafures and amufements, Wotton was
mafter of profound diffimylation, and knew how to cover,

under the appearance of a carelefs gaiety, the deepeft de-

figns, and moft dangerous artifices. When but a youth

¥ Camden, p. s1a. Bentiv
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by his uncle, D
the reign of Mary,

4 . 1
yaliliac a( A i 5
to enfnare th: con Montmorency ; and had not his

purpofe been fruftrated by pure accident, hls cunning had

prevailed over all the caution and experience of that aged
minifter. It is no wonder, that, after years had im-
proved him in all the arts of deceit, he fhould gain an
afcendant over a youny
per as Ja
mendation prepared the way

admitted into all the pfca{’”:cs of the king; made himfelf

fpecially when the queen’s recom-

mes ;

v for his reception. He was

maflter of his fecrets; and had fo much the more aytho-
rity with him in political tranfactions, as he did not
feem to pay the leaft attention to thefe matters, The
Scottifh minifters, who obferved the growing intereft of
this man, endeavoured to acquire his friendfhip; and
fcrupled not to facrifice to his intrigues the moft eflential
intercfls of their mafter. Elizabeth’s ufual jealoufies with
regard to her heirs began now to be levelled againft

that prince had attained the years propet

3 fhe was apprehenfive, left, by being
{) ‘eng »huml with children and alliances, he fhould ac-

he greater intereft and authority with her Englifh
She direCted Wotton to form a fecret concert
with fome Scottifh noblemen, and to procure their pro-
r three years, fhould nét, on any

S

mife, that James, dur
account, be permitted to marry. In confequence of this
riew, they endeavoured to embroil him with the king of
Denmark, who had fent ambafladors to Scotland, on
pretence of demanding reftitution of the Orkneys, but
really with a view of opening
tween James and his dat
employed his intrigucs to purp
ed

a propofal of marriage be-
r. Wotton is faid to have
vofes flill more dangerous.

He formed, it is pretended, a confpiracy with fome mal-
contents, to feize the perfon of the king, and to deliver
him
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him into the hands of Elizabeth, who would probably
have denied all concurrence in the defign, but would
have been fure to retain him in perpetual thraldom, if not
captivity. 'The confpiracy was detefted, and Wotton
fled haftily from Scotland, without taking leave of the
king .

JamMEs’s fituation obliged him to diffemble his refent-
ment of this traiterous attempt, and his natural temper
inclined him foon to forgive and forget it. The queen
found no difficulty in renewing the negociations for a
ftrik alliance between Scotland and England; and the
more effectually to gain the prince’s friendthip, fhe grant-
ed him a penfion, equivaleat to his claim on the inhe-
ritance of his grandmother, the countefs of Lenox, lately
deceafed 2. A league was formed between Elizabeth and

]

and

James, for the mutual defence of their dominions,
of their religion, now menaced by the open combination
of all the catholic powers of Europe. It was ftipulated,
that, if Elizabeth were invaded, James fhould aid her
with a body of two thoufand horfz and five thoufand foot ;
that Elizabeth, in a like cafe, thould fend to his affif}-
ance three thoufand horfe and fix thoufand foot; that the
charge of thefe armies thould be defrayed by the prince
who demanded affiftance ; that, if the invafion fhould be

gland, within fixty miles of the frontiers

made upon Eng
of Scotland, this latter kingdom fhould march its whole
force to the afliftance of the former; and that the prefent
league fhould fuperfede all former alliances of either ftate
with any foreign kingdom, fo far as religion was con-
cerned 2,

By this league James fecured himfelf againft all at=
tempts from abroad, opened a way for acquiring the con-

Yy Melvil, Z Spotfwood, p. 35T, @ Ibids ps 349, Came
den, p. 513. Rymer, tom, xv. p. 803,
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€ H A P.fidence and affeCtions of the Englith, and might entertain

XLI,

«—  fome profpect of domeftic tranquillity, which, while he

1536.

lived on bad terms with Elizabeth, he could never expett
Iong to enjoy. Befides the turbulent difpofition, and in=
veterate feuds of the nobility, ancient maladies of the
Scottifh government,_the fpirit of fanaticifm had intro-
duced a2 new diforder ; fo much the more dangerous, as
religion, when corrupted by falfe opinion, is not reftrain-
ed by any rules of morality, and is even fcarcely to be
accounted for in its operations, by any principles of or-
dinary conduét and policy. The infolence of the preach-
ers, who triumphed in their dominion over the populace,
had, at this time, reached an extreme height; and they
carried their arrogance fo far, not only againft the king,
but againft the whole civil power, that they excommuni-
cated the archbifhop of St. Andrew’s, becaufe he had
been aétive in parliament for promoting a law, which
reftrained their feditious fermons ®: Nor could that pre-
late fave himfelf by any expedient from this terrible fen-
tence, but by renouncing all pretenfions to ecclefiaftical
authority. One Gibfon faid in the pulpit, that captain
James Stuart (meaning the late earl of Arran) and his
wife, Jezabel, had been deemed the chief perfecutors of
the ciurch; but it was now feen, that the king him-
felf was the great offender: And for this crime the
preacher denounced againft him the curfe which fell on
Jeroboam, that he fhouid die childlefs, and be the Jaft of
his race ¢, '

T e fecretary, Thirlftone, perceiving theking fo much
molefted with ecclefialtical affairs, and with the refratory
difpofition of the clergy, advifed him to leave them to
their own courfes : For that in a fhort time they would
bﬂccome {o intolerable, ‘that the people would rife ggainﬂ

b Spotfwood, p. 345, 346, ¢ Ibid. p. 344.
‘ them,
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them, and drive them out of the country. *¢ True,”CH A P,

replied the king; ¢ If I purpofed to undo the church and___
< religion, your counfel were good: But my intention 1586
¢ is to maintain both; therefore cannot I fuffer the

s¢ clergy to follow fuch a conduét, as will in the end

£¢ bring religion into contempt and "derifion 9.”

4 Spotfwood, ‘p. 348,
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Cilh. AP, XLIH.

Zeal of the catholics

Mary affents to the confpiracy ——The confpirators

Babington’s confpiracy——

Jeized and executed Refolution to try the queen

of Scots——The commiffioners prevail on her fo
Sentence

Jubmit to the trial The trial

againft Mary——— Interpofition of king Fames—

Reafons for the execution of Mary——The execttn

1| PO R iy o
——Mary’s charatler

The queen’s affeided
Jerrow—— Drake deftroys the Spanifh fleet at Cadiz

Philip projects the invafion of England——

land

Defeated A par

The armada arrives in the channel—

ment—— Expedition againft

17 o Qn P
i7s of Scotland.

Portugal—— .
g HE dangers, which arofe from the charader, prin-
E. ciples, and pretenfions of the queen of Scots, had
very early engaged Elizabeth to confult, in her treatment
of that unfortunate princefs, the diGates of jealoufy and
politics, rather than of friendthip or generofity : Refent-
ment of this ufage had puthed Mary into enterprizes,
which had nearly threatened the repofe and authority of
Elizabeth : Thhe rigour and reftraint, thence redoubled
upon the captive queen °, ftill impelled her to attempt
greater extremities ; and while her impatience of confine-
ment, her revenge ’, and her high fpirit concurred with

© Digges, p. 139, Haynes, p. 607,
the volume,

f See note [T] at the end of

religious
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religious zeal, and the fuggeftions of defperate bigots, fhe € ;\Y A P.
o LII,

was at laft engaged in defigns, which afforded her ene- .

mies, who watched the opportunity, a pretence or reafon 1586,

for effeting her final ruin,

cal of the

THE Englith feminary at Rheims had wrought them- =
v cztholics,

felves up to a high pitch of rage and animofity againt the
queen. ‘The recent perfecutions, from which they had
efcaped ; the new rigours, which, they knew, awaited
them in the courle of their miffions ; the liberty, which

for the prefent they enjoyed, of declaiming againft that
) ) g

princefs ; and the cont(ag%on of that religious fury, which

every where furrounded them in France: All thefe caufes

had obliterated with them every maxim of common fenfe,
and every principle of mor “l; or humanity. Intoxicated
I

with admiration of the divine power and infallibility of the
pope, they revered his bmr, by which he excommunicated
and depofed the queen; and fome of them had gone to

that height of extravagance, as to aflert, that that per-

formance had been
Ghoft. The aflaflina

that princefs in particular, was reprefented as the moft

3% G
iediately ‘dictated by the Holy

n of heretical {overe:

meritorious of all and they ta

whoever per

difpute t}“v’ oglorious and never-fading crown o:" martyz-

o

dom. By ﬂ ch doétrines, sated John Sava

nan of defperate cour who had ferved fome

the Low Cou

under the prince of Parma, to at-

tempt the life of Elizabeth ; and this aflaffin, having made

a vow to pt« rievere 1n his defi *n, was ient over to Lng-

land, and recommended to the confidence of the more

Zeaious carnotlics

I ime time, John Ballard, a prieft of that
femina rned to Paris from his miffion in Eng-
la s 1 d oblierved a fpirit of
n ong the ca-

tholie
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C H A P. tholic devotees in thefe countries, he had founded on that
\_i[.“_l___;u {pofition the projet of dethroning Elizabeth, and of
3586.  reftoring by force of arms the exercife of the ancient
religiong, The fituation of affairs abroad feemed favour-

able to this enterprize: The pope, the Spaniard, the

duke of Guife, concurring in interefts, had formed a re-

folution to make fome attempt againft England: And
Mendoza, the Spanith ambaffador at Paris, Plong]y en-

ed Ballard to hope for fuccours from thefe princes,
Charles Paget alone, a zealous catholic and a devoted
partizan of the queen of Scots, being well acquainted
with the prudence, vigour, and general popularity of
Elizabeth, always maintained, that, fo long as that

princefs was allowed to live, it was in vain to expeét any

fuccefs fmm an enterprize upon England. Ballard, per-
fuaded of this truth, faw more clearly the neceffity of
executing the defion, formed at Rheims: He came over
to England in the difguife of a foldier, and affumed the
name of captain Fortefcue: And he bent his endeavours

to effeCt at once the project of an aflaflination, an infurs

re€tion, and an invafion b,

Babington’s  'T'HE firft perfon, to whom he addreffed himfelf, was
senipjacy. Anthony Babington of Dethic in the county of Derby.
This young gentleman was of a good family, poffefled a
plent;ful foH:une, had-difcovered an excellent capacity,
and was accomplifhed in literature beyond moft of his
years or ftation. Being zealoufly devoted to the catholic
communion, he had fecretly made a journey to Paris fome
time before; and had fallen into intimacy with Thomas
Morgan, a bigotted fugitive from England, and with the
bithop of Glafgow, Mary’s ambaflador at the court of
France. By continually extolling the amiable accom=
P‘liﬂmaents and heroical virtues of that princefs, they
impelled the fanguine and unguarded mind of young Ba-

§ Murden’s State Papers, p, 517 h Camden, p. 515

bington
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bington to make fome attempt for her fervice; and they C ;(l;ﬂl P,
employed every principle of ambition, gallantry, and re- ",
ligious zeal to give him a contempt of thofe dangers, 1586,
which attended any enterprize againft the vigilant govern-
ment of Elizabeth, Finding him well difpofed for their
purpofe, they fent him back to England, and fecretly,
unknown to himfelf, recommended him to the queen of
Scots, as a perfon worth engaging in her fervice. She
wrote him a letter, full of friendfhip and confidence; and
Babington, ardent in his temper and zealous in his prin-
ciples, thought, that thefe advances now bound him in
honour to devote himfelf éntirely to the fervice of that
unfortunate princefs, During fome time, he had found
means of conveying to her all her foreign correlpondence ;
but after fhe was put under .the cuftody of Sir Amias
Paulet, and reduced to a more rigorous confinement, he
experienced fo much difficulty and danger in rendering
her this fervice, that he had defifted from every attempe
of that nature.

WHEN Ballard began to open kis intentions to Babing-
ton, he found his zeal fufpended, not extinguifhed : His
former ardour revived on the mention of any enterprize,
which feemed to promife fuccefs in the caufe of Mary and
of the catholic religion. He had entertained fentiments

conformable to thofe of Paget, ‘and reprefented the folly
of all attempts, which, during the life-time of Elizabeth,
could be formed againft the eftablifhed religion and go-
vernment of England. Ballard encouraged by this hint,
proceeded to difcover to him the defign undertaken by
Savage '; and was well pleafed to obferve, that, inflead
of being thocked with the projeét, Babington only thought

it not fecure enough, when entrufted to one fingle hand,
and propofed to join five others with Savage in this def-
perate enterprize.

i Ibid. State Trials, p. 114«

In
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In profecution of thefe views, Babington employed

L himfelf in encreafing the number of his affociates ; and he
- g

vty

fecretly drew into the confpiracy many catholic gentle-
men, difcontented with the prefent government, Barnwel,
of a noble family in Ireland, Charnoc, a gentleman of
Lancathire, and Abington, whofe father had been cofferer
to the houfehold, readily undertook the aflaffination of the
queen. Charles Tilney, the heir of an ancient family,
and Titchborne of Southampton, when the defign was
propofed to them, exprefled fome fcruples, which were
removed by the arguments of Babington and Ballard.
Savage alone refufed during fome time to fhare the glory
of the enterprize with any others ¥; he challenged the
whole to himfelf; and it was with fome difficulty he was
induced to depart from this prepofterous ambition.

‘THE deliverance of the queen of Scots, at the very fame
inftant, when Elizabeth fhould be aflaflinated, was requis
fite for effecting the purpofe of the confpirators ; and Ba-
bington undertook, with a party of a hundred horfe, to
attack her guards, while fhe thould be taking the air on
horfeback.  In this enterprize, he engaged Edward
Windfor, brother to the lord of that name, Thomas
Salifbury, Robert Gage, John Travers, John Jones and
Henry Donne 3 moft of them men of family and intereft.
"The confpirators much wanted, but could not find, any
nobleman of note, whom they might place at the head of
the enterprize 5 but they trufted, that the great events,
of the queen’s death and Mary’s deliverance, would rouze
ail the zealous catholics to arms ; and that foreign forces,
taking advantage of the general confufion, would eafily
fix the queen of Scots on the throne, and re-eftablifh
the ancient religion.

THESE defperate projeéts had not efcaped the vigilance
of Elizabeth’s council, particularly of Walfingham, fe-

k State Trials, vol. i, p. 111,
cretary
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cretary of flate. That artful minifter had engaged Maud,
acatholic prieft, whom he retained in pay, toattend Ballard
in his journey to France, and had thereby got a hint of
the defigns, entertained by the fugitives. Polly, another
of his fpies, had found means to infinuate himfelf among
the confpirators in England: and though not entirely
trufted, had obtained fome infight into their dangerous
fecrets. But the bottom of the confpiracy was never fully
known, till Gifford, a feminary prieft, came over, and
made a tender of his fervices to Walfingham, By his
means, the difcovery became of the utmoft importance,
and involved the fate of Mary, as well as of thofe zealous
partizans of that princefs,

BapincTon and his aflociates, having laid fuch a
plan, as, they thought, promifed infallible fuccefs, were
impatient to communicate the defign to the queen of Scots,
and to obtain her approbation and concurrence., For this
fervice, they employed Gifford, who immediately applied
to Walfingham, that the intereft of that minifter might
forward his fecret correfpondence with Mary, Walfing-
ham propofed the matter to Paulet, and defired him to
connive at Gifferd’s corrupting one of his fervants: But
Paulet, averfe to the introducing of fuch a pernicious
precedent into his family, defired, that they would rather
think of fome other expedient. Gifford found a brewer,
who fupplied the family with ale; and bribed him to
convey letters to the captive queen. The letters, by
Paulét’s connivance, were thruft through a chink in the
wall; and anfwers were returned by the fame convey-
ance,

Barrarp and Babington were at firft difident of
Gifford’s fidelity ; and to make trial of him, they gave

him only blank papers made up like letters: But finding

by the anfwers, that thefe had been faithfully delivered,
they laid afide all farther fcruple, and conveyed by his

4 hands

287

CHAP,
XLII,
e
1536,




288 HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

C H A P.hands the moft crimiral and dangerous parts of their con<
XL

« — fpiracy. Babington nf formed Mary of the defign laid for
1586. 3 foreign invafion, tle plan of an infurretion at home;
the fcheme for her ddiverance, and the confpiracy for af-
faffinating the uforpr, by fix noble gentlemen, as he
termed them, all of tiem his private friends ; who, from
the zeal, which they bore to the catholic caufe and her
majefty’s fervice, wauld undertake the #ragical executions
e aftenis Mary replied, that he approved highly of the defign;
to the con- that the gentlemen night expect all the rewards, which
S it fhould ever be in her power to confer ; and that the
death of Elizabeth wvas a neceflary circumftance, before
any attempts were mide, either for her own deliverance or
an infurre&tion!. Tlefe letters, with others to Mendoza,
Charles Paget, the arehbifhop of Glafgow, and Sir
Francis Inglefield, wvere carried by Gifford to feeretary
- Walfingham ; were lecyphered by the art of Philips, his
clerk ; and copies tacen of them. Walfingham employed-
another artifice, in order to obtain full infight into the
plot : He fubjoined 10 a letter of Mary’s a poftfeript in
the fame cypher; inwhich he made her defire Babington
to inform her of thenames of the confpirators. The in-
difcretion of Babingon furnifhed Walfingham with ftill
another means of deection, as well as of defence. That
gentleman had caufel a picture to be drawn, where he
himfelf was reprefened ftanding amidft the fix affaffins;
and a motto was {uboined, expreffing that their common
perils were the banc of their confederacy., A copy of
this pi¢ture was braioht to Elizabeth, that fhe might
know the aflaflins, ard guard herfelf againft their approach

to her perfon.
MEANWHILE, Bibington, anxious to enfure and
haften the foreign ficcours, refolved to difpatch Ballard
into France; and le procured for him, under a feigned

¥ State Trials, vol, i, p. 135 Camden, p» 515

namey
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name, a licence to travel. In srder to remove' from CH A P,
XLII.

himfelf all fufpicion, he 'ﬂ»phc( to Walfingham, pretended o BES

great zcal for the queen’s fervice, offered to go abroad, 1586.

and profefled his intentions of emjloying the confidence,

which he had gained among the citholics, to the detec-

tion and difappointment of their cinfpiracies. Wal ng-

ham commended his Joyal purpofs; and promifing his

own counfel and afliftance in the ececution of them, ftill

fed him with hopes, and maintaited a clofe correfpon-
dence with him. A warrant, neanwhile, was iflued
for feizing Ballard ; and this incidmt, joined to the con-
feioufnefs of guz]t, begat in all tle confpirators the ut-
moft anxiety and concern. Sone advifed, that they
thould immediately make their efape: Others propofed,
that Savage and Charnoc fhould vithout delay execute
their purpofe againft Elizabeth; aid Ba abington, in pro-
fecution of this fcheme, furnith ed Savage with money,
that he might buy good cloaths, =d

reby have more

eafy accefs to the gueen’s perfon. Next day, they began
Y ’ g

1}
v e
iy s

> renewed hs correfpondence witl

to apprehend, that they had taken the alarm too h
and D‘IOHH‘:UH], havit
Walfingham, was pe

the-feizure of BRallard

:d(-;" by thit fubtle minifter, that

ely from the

ufual diligence of

and feminary priefts, He even cc

ings fecretly in Walfingham’s

have more frequent conferences

tended departure for France: Bu obfer

was watched and guarded, he mad: his U< ape,

the alarm to the other confpiratos.

4 sfoc a5 1
ﬂ(’;’lir, Cﬂ\'('i'n‘l} [‘i*f‘f‘ .’i' es with fevera 4 di { ulies, ana A‘.f
o

concealed in woods or barns ; but were {oon difcovered
and thrown into prifon, In ther examinations, they
ed tO The ¢

make a full confiffion of the truth, Fourteen were con-"*
Vor. V, U demned

contradi¢ted each othery and the liaders were obli
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! ed and executed : Of whom, feven acknowledged
the crime on their trial; the reft were convited by evi-

aence.

Tue lefler confpirators being difpatched, meafures
were taken for the trial and convition of the queen of
Scots; on whofe account, and with whofe concurrence,
thefe attempts had been made againft the life of the queen,
and the tranquillity of the kingdom.  Some of Eliza-
beth’s counfellors were averfe to this procedure; and
thought, that the clofe confinement of a woman, who
was become very fickly, and who would probably puta
fpeedy period to their anxiety by her natural death, might
give fufficient fecurity to the government, without at-
tempting a meafure, of which there f{carcely remains any
example in hiftory. Leicefter advifed, that Mary fhould
be fecretly difpatched by poifon, and he fent a divine to
convince Walfingham of the lawfulnefs of that ation:
But Walfingham declared his abhorrence of it; and flill
infifted, in conjunétion with the majority of the coun-
fellors, for the open trial of the queen of Scots. The
fituation of England, and of the Englifh minifters, had,
indced, been hitherto not a little dangerous, No fuc-
ceffor of the crown was declared ; but the heir of blood,
to whom the people in general were likely to adhere, was,
by education, an enemy to the national religion ; was,
from multiplied provocations, an enemy to the minifters
and principal nobility ; and their perfonal fafety, as well
as the fafety of the public, feemed to depend alone on the
queen’s life, who was now fomewhat advanced in years.
No wonder, therefore, that Elizabeth’s counfellors, know=
ing themfelves to be fo obnoxious to the queen of Scots,
endeavoured to pufh every meafure to extremities againft
her ; and were even more anxious than the queen her=
felf, to prevent her from ever mounging the throne of
England.

THOUGH
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THovucH all England was acquainted with the detec-C ”LAI .
tion of Babington’s confpiracy, every avenue to the queen TN

arded

, that fhe remained 1580
in utter ignorance of the matter ; and it was a great fur-

of Scots had been {o ﬂnulv ol

prize to her, when Sir Thomas Gorges, by Elizabeth’s
orders, informed her, that all her accomplices were dif-
covered,and arrefted. He chofe the time for giving her
this intelligence, when fhe was mounted on horfeback to
goa hum,ng; and fhe was not permitted to return to her
former place of abode, but was condu&ed from one gen-
tleman’s houfe to another, till fhe was lodged in Fother -
ingay caftle in the county of Northampton, which it was
determined to make the laft ftage of her trial and fuffer~
ings. Her two fecretaries, Nau, a Frenchman, and
Curle, a Scot, were immediately arrefted: All her papers
were feized, and fent up to the council : Above fixty dif-
ferent keys to Cyphers were difcovered : There were alfo
found many letters from perfons beyond fea, and feveral
too from Englith noblemen, containing expreflions of re-
fpect and attachment. - The queen took no notice of this
latter difcovery ; but the perfons themfelves, knowing
their correfpondence to be detected, thought, that they
had no other means of making atonement for their impru-~
dence, than by declaring themfelves thenceforth the moft
inveterate enemies of the queen of Scots™.

IT was refolved to try Mary, not by the common fta- Refolution
tute of treafons, but by the act which had pafled the for- ¥

mer year, with a view to this very event ; and the queen; Scots
in terms of that act, appointed a commiflion, confifting
of forty noblemen and privy-counfellors, and empowered
them to examine and pafs fentence on Mary, whom fhe
denominated the late queen of Scots, and heir to James V.,
of Scotland. The commiffioners came to Fotheringay
caftle, and fent to her Sir Walter Mildmay, Sir Amias

m Camden, p. 518,

Uz Paulet,
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C H A P.Paulet, and Edward Barker, who delivered her a letter

XLIT.,

« —from Elizabeth, informing her of the commiffion, and

1586.

of the approaching trial. Mary received the intelligence
without emotion or aftonifhment. She faid, however,
that it feemed ftrange to her, that the queen fhould com-
mand her, as a fubjeét, to fubmit to a trial and examina-
tion before fubjects: That the was an abfolute indepen-
dant princefs, and would yicld to nothing, which might
derogate either from her royal majefty, from the ftate of
fovereign princes, or from the dignity and rank of her
fon : That, however opprefled by misfortunes, fhe was
not yet fo much broken in fpirit, as her enemies flattered
themfelves ; nor would fhe, on any account, be acceffary
to her own degradation and difhonour : That fhe was
ignorant of the laws and ftatutes of England ; was utter-
ly deftitute of council ; and could not conceive who were
entitled to be called her peers, or could legally fit as
judges on her trial : That though fhe had lived in Eng-
land for many years, fhe had lived in captivity ; and
not having received the proteétion of the laws, fhe could
not, merely by her involuntary refidence in the coun-
try, be fuppofed to have fubjected herfelf to their jurif-
di¢tion: That, notwithftanding the fuperiority of her
rank, fhe was willing to give an account of her conduét
before an Englifth parliament; but could not view thefe
commiffioners in any other light, than as men appointed
to juftify, by fome colour of legal proceeding, her con-
demnation and execution: And that the warned them
to look to their confcience and their charaler, in trying
an innocent perfon ; and to refleét, that thefe tranfations
would fomewhere be fubjedt to revifal, and that the

theatre of the whole werld was much wider than the
kingdom of England.

IN return, the commiffioners fent a new deputation,
informing her, that her plea, either from her royal dig-
nity
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nity or from her imprifonment, could not be admitted ; C H A P,
and that they were empowered to proceed to her trial,v___\_'_;
even though fhe fhould refufe to anfwer before t'ncm,T ‘25(?”6[‘:_
Burleigh, the treafurer, and Bromley, the chaxlccllor,miﬁiqrzers
employed much reafoning to make her fubmit; but thafo o
perfon, whofe arguments had the chief influence, was Sir Z_’Sl‘o the
Chriftopher Hatton, vice-chamberlain. His fpeech was

to this purpofe. ¢ You are accufed, Madam,” faid he,

‘¢ but not condemned, of having confpired the deftruc-

tion of our lady and queen anointed. You fay, you

are a queen: But, in fuch a crime as this, and fuch

a fituation as yours, the royal dignity itfelf, neither

by the civil or canon law, nor by the law of nature or

of nations, is exempt from judgment, If you be inno-

cent, you wrong your reputation in avoiding a trial,

We have been prefent at your proteftations of inno-

¢ cence: But queen Elizabeth thinks otherwife; and is

¢ heartily forry for the appearances, which lie againft

you. To examine, therefore, your caufe, fhe has

<
(14
cc
(13
<<
(19

(44

(49

¢ appointed commiffioners ; honourable perfons, prudent

and upright men, who are ready to hear you with
equity, and even with favour, and will rejoice if you
can clear yourfelf of the imputations, which have been

¢ thrown upon you. Believe me, madam, the queen
(19

(19
(43

(19

herfelf will rejoice, who affirmed to me at ny de-
‘¢ parture, that nothing, which ever befel her, had
¢ given her fo much uneafinefs, as that you fhould be
¢ fufpeted of a concurrencein thefe criminal enterprizes,
¢¢ Laying afide, therefore, the fruitlefs claim of privilege
¢ from your royal dignity, which can now ayail you no-
¢ thing, trult to the better defence of your innocence,
¢ make it appear in open trial, and leave not upon your
¢ memory that ftain of infamy, which muft attend your
¢¢ obftinate {ilence on this occafion ».”

» Camden, p. 523,
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By this artful fpeech, Mary was r\culmdcd to anf{wer
", before the court ; and thereby gave an appearance of legal

1.

ited thofe difficulties,

procedure to the trial, and preve
which. the commiffioners muft h‘ ve fallen into, had. fhe
perfevered in maintaining fo fpecious a plea as that of her
fovereign and independant chara &er. Her condudt in
this particular muft be regarde -d as the more imprudent j
becaufe formerly, when Elizabeth’s commiflioners pre-
tended not to cxercife any jurifdiction over her, and only
entered into her caufe by her own confent and approba-
tion, fhe declined juftifying herfelf, when her honour,
which ought to have been dearer to her than life, feemed
abfolutely to require it.

On her firft appearance before the commiflioners, Ma-
ry, either fenfible of her imprudence, or flill unwilling
to degrade herfelf by fubmitting to a trial, renewed her
proteftation againft the authority of her judges: The
chancellor anfwered her by pleading the fupreme authority
of the Englifh laws over every one who refided in Eng-
land : fmd the commiflioners accommodated matters, by
ordering both her proteftation and his anfwer to be res
corded.

THE lawyers of the crown then opened the charge
againft the queen of Scots. They proved, by intercepted
letters, that fhe had allowed cardinal Allen and others to
treat her as queen of England ; and that the had kepta
correfpondence with lord Paget and Charles Paget, in
view of engaging the Spaniards to invade the kingdom.
Mary feemed not anxious to clear herfelf from either of
thefe imputations. She only faid, that fhe could not
hinder others fgom ufing what ftyle they pleafed in writ-
ing to her; and that the might lawfully try every expe-
dient for the recovery of her liberty.

AN intercepted letter of her’s to Mendoza was next
?r'\duccd, in which fhe promifed to transfer to Philip

2 heg
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her right to the kingdom of England, if her fon fhould C H 4 P,
refufe to be converted to the catholic faith; an events Sl
the there faid, of which there was no expectation, while 1586.
he remained in the hands of his Scottifh fu bjetse. Even
this part of the charge, fhe took no pains to deny, or ra-
ther fhe feemed to ack cnowledge it, She faid, that fhe
had no hnOdoms to difpofe of; yet was it lawful for her
to give at her pleafure what was her own, and fhe was
not accountable to any for her actions. Sm; added, that
fhe had formerly reje@ed that propofal from Spainj but
now, fince all her hopes in England were gone, fhe was
fully determined not to refufe foreign affiftance, There
was alfo produced evidence to prove, that Allen and
Parfons were at that very time negociating by her orders
at Rome the conditions of transferring her Englith crown
to the king of Spain, and of difinheriting her heretical
fon .
It is remarkable, that Mary’s prejudices againft her fon
were, at this time, carried fo far, that the had even en-
tered into a confpiracy againft him, had appointed lord
laud Hamilton regent of Scotland, and had inftigated

her adherents to feize James’s perfon and deliver him into
the hands of the pope or the king of Spain; whence he
was never to be delivered but on condition of his become
ing catholic1.

THE enly part of the charge, which Mary pofitively
denied, was her concurrence in the defign of aflaffinating
Elizabeth, This article indeed was the moft heavy, and
the only one, that could fully juftify the queen in pro-
ceeding to extremities againft her. In order to prove the

accufation, there were produced the following evidence :
Copies taken in fecretary W alfingham’s office of the inter-
cepted letters between her and Babzngton, in which her

o State Trials, vol. i, p. 138, P See note [U] at the end of the
yolume, 9 Seenote [X] at the end of the volume,
U4 approbation
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1 . CHAP app yrobation of the murder was (I"“X V'“'L(’ J the evie
| I TY .

u and Curle, who had
y torture, both that the
received thefe letters from Babington, and that they had

«__ . dence of her two fccretal

158%. confefled, without being

written the anfwers, by her order; the confeflion of Ba-

bington, that he had written the letters and received the

1

anfwers @, and the confeffion of Ballard and Savage, that
{if Babington had fhowed them thcfc letters of Mary written
in the cypher, which had been fettled but\\CCﬂ them,
IT is evident, that this complication of evidence, though
)2 el every circumftance corroboratés the general conclufion,
" refolves itfelf f'ms.lly into the teftimony of the two fecre-

taries, who alone were certainly acquainted with their

miftrefs’s concurrence in Babington’s confpiracy, but
who knew themfelves expofed to all the rigours of impri-

fonment, tortt

and death, if they refufed to give any
{i b ik vidence, which might be 1'\:'«1uixui of them.. In the cafe

of anordinary criminal, thisj with all its difadvan-

tages, would be efteemed legal, and even fatisfalory, if

not ()“!‘ﬁ'ul by fome other circumf{tances, which fhake

the credit of the witnefles: But on the prefent trial,

where t?\.c abfolute power of the profecutor concuried

ant interefts and fuch a violent inclina-

/
,

‘\ : ; e :

it ; tion to have the princefs condemncd; the teflimonyof
bk two witnefles, even though men of charadler, ought to

be {upported by ftrong probabilities, in order to remove

all (ufpicion of tyranny and injuftice. The proof againft

Lary, it mufl be confefled, is not deftitute of this advan-

and it is difficult, if notimpoffible, to account for

Babington’s receiving an an{wer, writtcn in her name,

and in the cypher Conc:r'“d between the without al

lowing, that the matter had been commun

princefs. Such is the I'g‘nt in which this matter; appears,
[ baa X0 ;
even . after time has difcovered every vjw-»g7 which ¢ could

®

§ State Trials, vol., i, P 113,

itk :
bl 8 gudc
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guide our judgment with regard to it: No wonder, there-C H A P,
fore, that the queen of Scots, unaflifted by counfel, and ____ ",
confounded by fo extraordinary a trial, found herfelf in- 1586,
capable of making a fatisfaltory defence before the com-
miffioners. Her reply confifted chiefly in her own denial :
Whatever force may be in that denial was much weakened,
by her pofitively affirming, that fthe never had had any
corre[pondence of any kind with Babington; a fa&, how-
ever, of which there remains not the leaft queftion r.
She aflerted, that, as Nau and Curle had taken an oath
of fecrecy and fidelity to her, their evidence againft her
ought not to be credited. She confefled, however, that
Nau had been in the fervice of her unclc, the cardinal of
Lorraine, and had been recommended to her by the king
of France, as a man in whom fhe might fafely confide.
She alfo acknowledged Curle to be a very honeft man,
but fimple, and ealily impofed on by Nau. If thefe two
men had received any letters, or h.—‘a written any anfwers,

without her knowled \'1‘(‘; the imputation, fhe faid, could
never lie on her. nd the was the more inclined, fhe
added, to emcrtdin this {ufpicion againft them, becaufe
Nau had, in other ix’!;"‘;;:::,a;s, been guilty of alike temerity,

and had ventured to tranfa& bufinefs in her name, with-
out communicating r}.\ matter to her?®,

THE fole circumitance of her defence, which to us
may appear to have fome force, was her requiring that
Nau and Curle thould be confronted with her, and her
affirming that they never would to her face perfift in their
evidence. But that demand, however equitable, was
1ot then fupported by law in trials of high-treafon, and
was often refufed even in other trials, where the crown
was profecutor. The claufe, contained in an a& of the

13th of the queen, was a novelty; that the fpecies of

t See note [Y] at the end of the volume, # Sce note [Z] at the
f the volume,

©
;!

trealon
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n 1 izl
It DE provec

by two witnefles,

C H A P. treafon there enumerated m
XLAL 3 ;
) CONIronted

ith the criminal. But Mary was not tried

upon that act; and the minifters and crown: lawyers of

this reign were always fure to refufe every indulgence

beyond what the {tri€t letter of the law and the fettled

practice of the courts of juftice required of them. Not
to mention, that thefe fecretaries were not probably at

Fotheringay
A

not, upon s demand, be produced before the com-

miflioners©°,

THERE paffed two incidents in this trial, which may

be worth obferving. = A letter between Mary and Ba-
bington was read, in which mention was made of the
ear]l of Arundel and his brothers: On hearing their names
| the broke into a figh, ¢ Alas,” faid the, ¢ what has the
J 11 ¢ noble houfe of the Howards f{uffered for my fake!”
She affirmed, with regard to the fame letter, that it was
R eafy to forge the hand-writing and cypher of another;
! fhe was afraid, that this was too familiar a practice with
Walfingham, who, fhe alfo heard, had frequently prac-
tifed both againft her life and her fon’s, Walfingham,

5 B R | who was one of the commiffioners, rofe up. He pro-
i 1 R tefted, that, in his private capacity, he had never acted

any thing againft the queen of Scots: In his public capa-
city, he owned, that his concern for his fovereign’s
fafety had made him very diligent in fearching out, by
every expedient, all defigns againft her facred perfon or
her authority. For attaining that end, he would not
_‘ only make ufe of the affiftance of Ballard or any other
a8 o confpirator : He would alfo reward them for betraying

U Queen Elizabeth was willing to have allowed Curle and Nau to be
produced in the trial, and writes to that purpofe, to Burleigh and Walfing-
ham, in her letter of the 7th of O&ober, in Forbes’s MS. colletions. She
only fays, that fhe thinks it needlefs, though fhe was willing to agree to it
The not confronting of the witneffes was not the refult of defign, but the

1. practice of the age,
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their companions, But if he had tampered in any man- ¢ H A P.
XLII.

ner, unbefitting his charaller and office, vhy did none ¢ __
of the late criminals, either at their trial or execution, 1586.
accufe him of fuch pra&ices? Mary endeavoured to
pacify him, by faying that fhe fpoke from information ;

and the bepged him to give thenceforth no more credit to

fuch as flandered her, than i"uc thould to fuch as accufed
him The great ch:

=)

fingham bears for ;)1‘0':7.1\' and honour, fhould remove from

- indeed, which Sir Francis Wal-

him all fufpicion of fuch bafe arts as forgery and fubor-

nation; arts, which even the moft corrupt minifters, in

n

the moft corrupt times, would {cruple to employ.
Havine finithed the trial, the commiflioners ad djourned 25th O&ob

from Fotheringay-caftle, and met in the Star Chamber
at London ; where, after taking the oaths of Mary’s two
fecretaries, who, voluntarily, without hope or reward,
vouched the authenticity of thofe letters before produced,
they pronounced fentence of death upon the queen of
Scots, and confirmed it by their feals and fubfcriptions.

The fame day, a declaration was publithed by the com- sentence
againft

miflioners and the judges, ¢ that the fentence did no-
Mary.

¢¢ wife derogate from the title and honour of James,
¢¢ king of Scotland; but that he was in the fame place,
$¢ degree, and right, as if the fentence had never been
§¢ pronounced v.”

THE queen had now brought affairs with Mary to
that fituation, which fhe had long ardently defired ; and
had found a plaufible reafon for executing vengeance on
a competitor, whom, from the beginning of her Jcign,
fhe had ever equally dreaded and hated. But fhe was re
ftrained from inftantly gratifying her refentment, by fe-
veral important confiderations. She forefaw the invidious

colours, in which this example of uncommon jurifdition
w Camden, p. 526.

would
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1erous

[

artizans of Mary,

to which herfelf might be expofed
; - oy O X
princes, perhaps with all pofterity. The

rights of hofpi

:;,1[}, of kindred, and of royal l‘ﬁkﬁv,
feemed, in one fignal inftance, to be all violated : ; and
this facrifice of generofity to intereft, of clemency to
revenge, might appear equally unbecoming a fovereign
and a woman. h]i;ﬂ;;bcih, therefore, who was an excel-

lent hypocrite, pretenc the utmoft relu@ance to pro-

to the execution of the fentence: affected the

ender {vmpathv
tender fympathy

1 her prifoner g (“-"p].")ycd all
rejected the folicitation of
her courtiers and minifters ; and affirmed, that, were fhe

& 1 1 Ain
her fcruples and dif]

not moved by the deepeft concern for her people’s {afety,

fhe would not hefitate a moment in parconing all the

injuries, which fhe herfelf had received from the ¢ queen
o4l )

O dcots.

~ ¥, T L0y €1
th Oétob I’'s AT the voice of

r people might be more audibl y
in the demand of juftice upon I‘\Am\, the fum-
ned a new parliament ; and fhe knew, both from the
1l difpofitions of that aflembly, and from the influ-

ence of her minifters over them, that fhe thould not want
the moft earncft folicitation to confent to that meafure,
which was fo agrecable to her fecret inclinations. She
did not open this affembly in perfon, but a appointed for
that purpofe three commiffioners, Lromlcy, the chancel-
lor, Burleigh, the treafurer, and the earl of Derby.
“I'he reafon affigned for this meafure, was, that the queen
forefeeing that the affair of the queen of Scots would be
canvafied in parliament, found her tendernefs and de-
licacy fo much hurt by that melancholy incident, that
fhe had not the courage to be prefent while it was under

beration, but withdrew her eyes from what the could
not behold without the utmoft rciuf?;;mcc and uneafinefs.
She was alfo i

that, 1‘3 his unufual P ution,
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the p uld fee the danger, to which her perfon wasC H A 2,
XLII,
hourly expofed ; and fthould thence be more ftrongly in- Sk

cited to t:

on the criminal, whofe reftlefs 1586,

intrigues and bloody confpiracies had fo lopg expofed her
to the moft imminent I’-(‘x‘lls x,

THE parliament anfwered the queen’s expectations =
The fentence a« cainft J\ny was unanimc ufly ratified by
both houfes; a.nd an nm,.xcalu)n was voted to obtain
Elizabeth’s confent to its publication and execution Y.
She gave an anfwer ambiguous, embarrafled ; full of real
artifice, and feeming irrefolution. She mcntloncd the

extreme danger to which her life was Contimm”y X~

pofed ; fhe declared her willinot

fs to die, did the not

fOi'CuC the great Calnmiti:;f, which would thence fall upon
the nation; the made profeflions of the greateft ten-
dernefs to her people ; fhe difplayed the clemency of her
temper, and exprefled her violent relu@ance to execute
the fentence againft her unhappy kinfwoman ; fhe af-
firmed, that the late law, by which that princefs was
tried, fo far from being made to enfnare her, was only

intended to give her warning beforehand, not to enpave

daue

in fuch attempts, as might expofe her to the penalties

with which the was thus openly menaced ; and fthe beor-
ged them to think once again, whether it were poflilile
to find any expedient, befides the death of the queen of

Scots, for fecuring the public tra nquillity 2. The parlia
o i A o

ment, in obedience to her comm

again under confideration; but could

fible expedient. They reiterated the
entreaties, and arguments ven remonflrated,
that mercy to the queen of Scot cruelty to them

dren: And they affirmed,

ution of

were injuftice to deny ex

101¢ 1o

vidual ; much n

E D'Ewes, p B

-
3
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ufly and L;f]' {uino for this plcdge of

, her parental care and tendrnefs. This fecond addrefs

d doubts and fcruples of Elizabeth anew
b

fet luk‘

in agitation : She complaiied of her own unfortunate

her uiealinels from their importu-

fituation
rofeflions of affection to her people;

nity ; renewed the profc

¢ committe: of parliament in an uncer-

and difmifl
what, after all this c:liberation, might be her final

ty
Ly,

reilotution .

-n Fected reluétance to execute

lary, the complied with the requeft

»—n

the fentence againft

of parliament in publifhing it by proclamation ; and this

2& {eemed to be attended with the unanimous and hearty

rejoicings of the people. Lord Buckhurft, and Beale,

(¢}

clerk of the couneil, wer fent to the queen of Scots,
and notified to her the fenence pronounced againft her,
its ratification by parliamert, and the earneft applications
made for its execution bythat affembly, who thought,
that their religion could nwer, while fhe was alive, at-
ain a full fettlement and fecurity. Mary was nowife
dimmycd at this intelligene : On the contrary, the joy-
fully laid hold of the laft crcumftance mentioned to her;

and infifted, that, fince ha death was demanded by the
proteftants for the eftabliffment of their faith, fhe was
really 2 martyr to her relgion, and was entitled to all
the merits attending that gorious charatter. ~She added,
that the Englifh had ofte embrued their hands in the
blood of their fovereigns: No wonder, they exercifed
cruelty againft her, who crived her defcent from thefe
monarchs b, Paulet, her ceeper, received orders to take

2
down her canopy, and to ferve her no longer with the

refpect due to fovereign pinces. He told her, that fhe

was now to be confidered as a dead perfon ; and inca-
At SN st

pable of any dignityc. This harth treatment produced
a S¢

J at the end of th: volume, b Camden, p. 528

not
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not in her any feeming emoion, She onl y replied, thatC H J\I B,
1 A.AA
hands of the ",

fhe received her royal charster from the
Imighty,_and no earthly pawer was ever able to bereave 1535-
her of it.
THE queen of Scots wrot her laft letter to Elizabeth 3
full of dignity, without dearting from that {pirit of
mecknefs and of charity, wlich appeared fuitable to this
concluding {cene of her unbrtunate life. She e preferred
no petition for averting the atal fentence: On the con-
trary, fhe exprefled her grtitude to Heaven for thus
bringing to a fpeedy periodher fad and lamentable pil-
grimage. She requefted fone favours of Elizabeth, and
intreated her, that fhe mightbe beholden for them to her
own goodnefs alone, wit houtmaking applications to thofe

minifters, who had difcoverel fuch an extreme malignity

againit her perfon and her relgion. She defired, that, after
her enemies thould be fatiatd with her innocent blood,
her body, which, it was detrmined, fhould never e 1oy

ght be configned

reft, while her foul was unitel to it, mi
to her fervants, and be coneyed by them into France,

there to repofe in a catholic Iind, with the facred reliques
of her mother. In Scotland fhe faid, the fepulchres of
her anceftors were violated, and the churches either
demolithed or profaned; ard in England, where the
might be interred among the incient kings, her own and
Elizabeth’s progenitors, fhe wuld entertain no hopes of
being accompanied to the grae with thofe rites and cere-
monies, which her religion rejuired. She requefted, that
no one might have the powerof inflicting a private death

upon her, without Elizabeths knowledge ; but that her

execution fthould be public, nd attended by her ancient

fervants, who might bear tefimony of her perfeverance

in the faith, and of her fubmffion to the will of Heaven.
She begoed, that thefe fervarts might afterwards be al-
lowed to depart whitherfoevir they pleafed, and might

€n] oy
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C H A P.cpjoy thofe legacies, which fhe thould bequeath them,
XLIL. 4

« -~ ,And fhe conjured her to grant thefe favours, by their
1586. near kindred; by the foul and memory of Henry VIL
the common anceftor of both; and by the royal dignity,
of which they equally participatedd, Elizabeth made
no anfwer to this letter; being unwilling to give Mary
a refufal in her prefent fituation, and foreleeing inconves
niencies from granting fome of her requefts.

WaiLE the queen of Scots thus prepared herfelf to
meet her fate, great efforts were made by foreign powers
with Elizabeth to prevent the execution of the fentence,
pronounced againft her. Befides employing L’ Aubefpine,
the French refident at London, a creature of the houfe
of Guife, Henry fent over Bellievre, with a profefled
intention of interceding for the life of Mary. Theduke
of Guife and the league, at that time, threatened very
nearly the king’s authority; and Elizabeth knew, that
though that monarch might, from decency and policy,
think himfelf obliged to interpofe publicly in behalf of
the queen of Scots, he could not fecretly be much dif-
pleafed with the death of a princefs, on whofe fortune
and elevation his mortal enemies had always founded {o
many daring and ambitious projects . It is even pre=
tended, that Bellievre had orders, after making public
and vchement remonftrances againft the execution of
Mary, to exhort privately the queen, in his mafters
name, not todefer an a& of juftice, fo neceflary for their
common fafety f. But whether the French king’s inter-
ceflion were fincere or not, it had no weight with the
queen ; and fhe ftill perfifted in her former refolution.

Tnteipoh THE interpofition of the young king of Scots, though
tionof king not able to change Elizabeth’s determination, {feemed, on

James, . -
every account, to merit more regard. As foon as James

d Camden, p, 529, Jebb, vol, ii, p. 295, e Camden, p. 494«
) f Du Maurier,

it heard
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fent Sir William Keith, a gentleman of his bed-chan

to London; and wrote a letter to the queen, in which
he remonflrated, in very fevere terms, aoainft the indig=

nity of the procedure. He faid, that he was aftonifhed

to hear of the prefumption of E noblemen and

counfellors, who had dared to fit in ju

fentence upon a queen of Scotland, defcended from th

blood royal of England; but he was ftill more aftonifhed

o

1

to hear, that thoughts were ferioufly entertained o p!

tm that fentence in execution: T ated E
zabcLh to refleét on the dithonour, > would
draw on her name by embrui her he blood
of her near kinfwoman, a perfon of royal dig=
m'ty and of the fame fex with herfc his un-
paralleled attempt, the offered idems

and even to her own; and by reducing

(
i

level with other men, taught the peopl

duty towards thofe whom Providen

rule over them: That for his part, he

injury and infult {fo enormous, as to ’;‘; 1

atonement; nor was it poflible for him t

lence \vi.h a per

emain in any terms of correfp

who, without any pretence of legal authority, had delibe-
rately infliCted an ignomini '
And that, even if the fer

not infpire him with

upon his parent:
of nature and duty did

riafe £ en e Rale
JOIE O veéngeance ni

» 14 Y\‘w'x'v
ould he ever acquit him-

honour required it of hi

felf in the eyes of the world, i > did not ufe every
effort, and endure every l‘;;.'/..u*?, to revenge fo at an
indignity ¢
Soox after, he mafter of
Robert Melvil remonitrances of Ke ;
and to employ with the queen ever y expedient of L
Spot{wocd, p. 351,
Vor. V. % ment
e
L\




—

e

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

. ment and menaces,  Elizabeth was at firft offended witl

the fharpnefs of thefe applications ; and the replied ina
like firain to the Scottifh ambafladors.” When fhe after-
wards refle@ted, that this earncitnefs was no more than
what duty required of James, fhe was pacified; but
{till retained her refolution of executing the fentence
inft Mary®, Tt is believed, that the mafter of Gray,
gained by the enemies of that princefs, fecretly gave his

e not to fpare her, and undertook, in all events, to

at .‘»’l\
pacify his mafter.

Tue queen alfo, from many confiderations, was in-
duced to pay fmall attention to the applications of James,
and to difregard all the efforts, which he could employ
in behalf of his mother. She was well acquainted with
his chara@er and interefts, the fations which prevailed
among his people, and the inveterate hatred, which the
zealous proteftants, particularly the preachers, bore to
the queen of Scots. The prefent incidents fet thefe
difpofitions of the clergy in a full light, James, ob-
ferving the fixed purpofe of Elizabeth, ordered prayers
to be offered up for Mary in all the churches ; and know-
ing the captious humour of the ecclefiaftics, he took
care that the form of the petition fhould be moft cautious,
as well as humane and charitable: ¢ That it might
< pleafe God to illuminate Mary with the light of his
¢ ¢ruth, and fave her from the apparent danger, with
< which fhe was threatened.” But, excepting the king’s
own chaplains, and one clergyman more, all the preach-
ers refufed to pollute their churches by prayers for 2
papift, and would not fo much as prefer 2 peti-
tion for her converfion. James, unwilling or unable to
punifh this difobedience, and defirous of giving the
preachers an opportunity of amending their fault, ap-
pointed a new day when prayers fhould be faid for his

& Spotfwood, p. 353

mother 3
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mother ; and that he might at leaft fecure himfelf from C H A P.
any infult in his own prefence, he defired the archbifhop Sk
of St. Andrew’s to officiate before him. In order to dif- 1586
appoint this purpofe, the clergy inftigated one Couper, a
young man; who Had not yet received holy orders, to
take pofleflion of the pulpit early in the morning, and to
exclude the prelate. When the king came to church,
and faw the pulpit occupied by Couper, he called to him
from his feat, and told him, that the place was deftined
for another ; yet fince he was there, if he would obey
the charge given, and remember the queen in his prayers,
he might proceed to divine fervice. The preacher replied,
that he would do as the Spirit of God fhould direct
him. This anfwer fufficiently inftruéted James in his
purpofe; and he commanded him to leave the pulpit,
As Couper feemed not difpofed to obey, the captain of
the guard went to pull him from his place; upon which
the young man cried aloud, That this day would be a
witnefs againft the king in the great day of the Lord;
and he denounced a woe upon the inhabitants of Edin
burgh for permitting him to be treated in that manner!,
The audience at firft appeared defirous to take part with
him ; but the fermon of the prelate brought them over
to a more dutiful and more humane difpofition,
ErLizABETH, when folicited, either by James or by
foreign princes, to pardon the queen of Scots, feemed
always determined to execute the fentence againft her:
But when her minifters urged her to interpofe no more
delays, her fcruples and her hefitation returned; her hu-
manity could not allow her to embrace fuch violent and
fanguinary meafures; and fhe was touched with com-
paffion for the misfortunes, and with refpect for the
dignity, of the unhappy prifoner. The courtiers, fenfible
that they could do nothing more acceptable to her, than

1 Spotfwood, p. 354,

X 2 to
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loy vafion on this head, failed not to enforce
sotive for the punifhment of Mary, and to com-
woainft this act of juftice,

Al

ed

he objeftions ur
hey faid, that the treatment of that princefs in Eng-
land had been, on her firft reception, fuch as found rea-
fon and icy required ; and if fhe had been governed
by principles of equity, fhe would not have refufed

it: That the obvious inconve-

willingly to acquicice in
niences, either of allowing her ta retire into France, or
of reftoring her by force to her throne, in oppofition to
the reformers and the Englifh party in Scotland, had
obliged the queen to detain her in England, till time
fhould offer fome oppertunity of ferving her, without
danger to the kingdom, or to the proteftant religion
That her ufage there had been fuch as became her rank;

in confiderable numbers, had been

her own fervants,
permitted to attend ; her exercife had been allowed her

for health, and all accefs of company for amufement;

and thefe indulgences would, in time, have been carried

farther, if by her fubfequent condué fhe had appeared
worthy of them : That after fhe had inftigated the re-
bellion of Northumberland, the confpiracy of Norfolk,
the bull of excommunication of pope Pius, an invafion
from Flanders; after fhe had feduced the queen’s friends,
and incited every enemy, foreign at d domeftic, againﬂ
her; it became neceflary to treat her as a moft danget-
ous rival, and to render her confinement more ftridk and
rigorous : That the queen, notwithftanding thefe repeat*
ed provocations, had, in her favour, rejected the impor=
tunity of her parliaments, and the advice of her fageft
minifters®; and was ftill, in hopes of her amendment,
determined to dclay coming to the | {t extremities agﬁiﬂﬁ
her: That Mury, even in this forlorn condition, retained
fo high and unconquerable a fpirit, that fhe alted as com=
k Digges, p. 276, Strype, vol. iis p. 48. 135, 136. 139
petitor
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petitor to the crown, and allowed her partizans everyC H

where, and in their very letters, addrefled to herfelf, to
treat her as queen of England : That fhe had carried her
animofity fo far as to encourage, in repeated inftances,
the atrocious defign of affaffinating the queen; and this
crime was unqueftion.bly proved upon her, by her own
letters, by the evidence of her fecretaries, and by the

v

ion of ner accomplices : T hat fhe was but 2

dying confe
titular queen, and at prefent poflefied no where any right
of fovereignty ; much lefs in England, where, the mo-
ment fhe fet foot in the kingdom, fhe voluntarily became
fubject to the laws, and to Elizabeth, the only true

1

Hlowing |

her to be ftill the queen’s

fovereign : That even a

equal in rank and z’f:\:nity, felf-defence was permitted 'ny
a law of nature, which could never be abrogated ; and
very one, ftill more a queen, had fufficient jurifdiGtion
over an enemy, who, by open violence, and itill more,
who, by fecret treachery, threatened the utmoft danger

againft her life: The

t the general combination of the

catholics to exterminate the proteftants, was no longer a
&

fecret; and as the fole refource of the latter perfecuted

fe&t lay in Elizabeth , which the forme
entertained of final

in the title of the queen of

cumftance brought \
princefl and render life of ons of the

other, pointed out to Elizabeth the path, which either

regard to felf-prefervation, or to the happinefs of her

e: 1

people, fhould dire&t her to purfue: And that ne

C h - } pppte Wi %
Nnore pow ;Fu!l than P!)l((}, thus demse

that refolution, which equity would autl

e, and which
duty prefcribed ',
WHEN Elizabeth thought, that as many importunities

had been ufed, and as much delay interpofed, as decency

required,

3¢9

A P
XLil.
e e
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€ H A P. required, fhe at laft determined to carry the fentence intg s

\___’:[L execution : Buteven in this final refolution fhe could not

ji 1536.  proceed without difplaying a new fcene of duplicity and
artifice. In order to alarm the vulgar, rumours were

previoufly difperfed, that the Spanifh flect was arrived in

Milford Haven; that the Scots had made an irruption

into Englard; that the duke of Guife was landed in

Suffex with a {trong army ; that the queen of Scots was

elcaped from prifon, and had raifed an army; that the

northern counties had begun an infurrection ; that there

was a new confpiracy on foot to aflaflinate the queen, and

fet the city of London on fire; nay, that the queen was

alually aflaffinated ™. An attempt of this nature was

even imputed to L’Aubefpine, the French ambaflador;

and that minifter was obliged to leave the kingdom.

The queen, affeling to be in terror and perplexity, was

obferved to fit much alone, penfive and filent; and fome-

times to mutter to herfelf half fentences, importing the

difficulty and diftrefs, to which fhe was reduced”, She

at laft called Davifon, a man of parts, but eafy to be im-

pofed on, and who had lately, for that very reafon, been

made fecretary, and fhe ordered him privately to draw

! a warrant for the execution of the queen of Scots;
which, fhe afterwards faid, fhe intended to keep by her,

in cafe any attempt fhould be made for the deliverance of

that princefs. She figned the warrant; and then com-

i & manded Davifon to carry it to the chancellor, in order to
have the great feal appended to it. Next day fhe fent

time, executing her former orders; and when Davifon
i came and told her, that the warrant had already pafled
| the great feal, the feemed to be fomewhat moved, and
lamed him for his precipitation. Davifon, being in
Ptrplcxity? acquainted the council with this whole

m Camden, ps §33¢ B Ibid. ps 534

tranfaction
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tranfattion ; and they endeavoured to perfuade him to € qu";. P,
fend off Beale with the warrant: If the queen fhould
be difpleafed, they promifed to juftify his conduct, and 1587,
to take on themfelves the whole blame of this meafure°.

The fecretary, not fufficiently aware of their intention,
complied with the advice; and the warrant was dif-
patched to the earls of Shrewfbury and Kent, and fome

others, ordering them to fee the fentence executed upon

the queen of Scots.

The two earls came to Fotheringay-caftle, and being 7th Feb,
introduced to Mary, informed her of their commiffion,
and defired her to prepare for death next morning at
eight o’clock, She feemed no-wife terrified, though
fomewhat furprifed, with the intelligence. She faid,
with a chearful, and even a fmiling countenance, that
the did not think the queen, her fifter, would have con-
fented to her death, or have executed the fentence againit
a perfon, not fubjet to the laws and jurifdi®ion of
England. ¢¢ But as fuch is her will,” faid fhe, ¢ death,
¢¢ which puts an end to all my miferies, fhall be to me
¢ moft welcome ; nor can I efteem that foul worthy the
felicities of heaven, which cannot fupport the body
¢¢ under the horrors of the laft paflage to thefe blifsful
¢¢ manfions?.” She then requefted the two noblemen,
that they would permit fome of her fervants, and parti-
cularly her confeflor, to attend her: But they told her,
that compliance with this laft demand was contrary to
their confcience 9, and that Dr. Fletcher, dean of Peter-
borow, a man of great learning, fhould be prefent, to

The execu-
tion.

13

© 1t appears by fome letters publithed by Strype, vol. iii, book ii. e, 1.
that Elizabeth had not exprefsly communicated her

1tention to any cf he

minifters, not even to Burleigh : They were fuch experienced courti at
they knew they could not gratify-her more than by ferving her without
waiting till the defired them,

p Camden, p. 534. Jebb, vol ii. p. 301, MS. in .the /
Libiary, p. 2. from the Cott: Lib, Cal, c. g, 9 Jebh, vol. ii

<
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of true religion.  Her refu-

C HAP ruét he n > princiy
\.., : .) 1l to hav 1y CO with this divine inflamed the |
1587 zeal of the earl of Kent; and he bluntly told her, that |
her death would be the lifc of their religion ; as, on the
contrary, would- have been the death of it

£ R
Oor 1D

tbington, fhe conftantly de-

ifpiracy to bave been at all known to her;

ge of her wrongs, fhe refigned into the

ight have the more leifure, after it, to

tfairs which remained to her in this world,

age to another. It was necef-

1d left her behaviour fhould thereby betray
a weaknels unworthy of herfelf*. ~ She fupped fparingly,
as her manner ufually was; and her wonted chearfulnefs
did not even defert her on this occafion. She comforted
her fervants under the affli®ion which overwhelmed
them, and which was too violent for them to conceal it

from her. Turning to Burgoin, her phyfician, fhe afked
him, Whether he did not remark the great and invincible
force of truth? ¢¢ They pretend,” faid fhe, ¢ that I muft
¢ die, becaule I confpired againft their queen’s life: But
¢¢ the earl of Kent avowed, that there was no other
¢ caufe of my death, than the apprehenfions, which, if
¢ T fhould live, they. entertain for their religion, My
¢ conftancy in the faith is my real crime: The reft is
¢ only a colour, invented by interefted and defigning
(19

men.”  ‘Towards the end of fupper, fhe called in all
her fervants, and drank to them : They pledged her, in
order, on their knees; and craved her pardon for any
paft negle@ of their duty: She deigned, in return, to

* Jebb, vol, ii, pe 4894

afk
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afk their pardon for her offences towards them; and aC H A p,

plentiful effufion of tears attended this laft folemn fare- x___f\j_];__,

wel, and exchange of mutual forgivenefs s, 1537,
MaRry’s care of her fervants was the fole remaining

affair, which employed her concern. She perufed her

will, in which fhe had provided for them by |

She ordered the inventory of her goods, clo and

jewels to be brought her ; and the wrote down 1ames

of thofe to whom fhe bequeathed each particular: To

fome fhe diftributed money with her own hands; and
fhe adapted the recompence to their different degrees of
rank and merit, She wrote alfo letters of recommenda-~
tion for her fervants to the French king, and to her
coufin, the duke of Guife, whom fhe made the chief

executor of her teftament. At her wonted time fhe

went to. bed ; flept fome ho

; and then rifing,

the reft of - the ni

ht in prayer. Having forefee
difficulty of exercifing the rites of her religion, fhe had

had the precaution to obtain a confecrated hofte from the

i

| £ LR D } S R e {he K -oforved the 114 o
hands of pope Pius; and fhe had referved the ufe of ‘it

for this laft per

period of her life. = By this expedient fhe

fupplied, as much as fhe could, the want of a prieft and

confeflor, who was refufed hert.

TowArDs the morning fhe drefled herfelf in a'rich
habit of filk and velvet, the only one which fhe had re-
ferved to herfelf. She told her maids, that the would
willingly have left them this drefs rather than the plain

garb which fhe wore the day before: Butit wasnecelfary
for her to appear at the enfuing folemnity in a decent

habit.

i DREWS, fherif d
: 1 - .
room, and informed her, that nd
Py sndpnd e a3 ¢} mlaees of o A "
that he muit attend her to the place of ex She re~

p. 302, 6264 Camden, p. 534 t Jebb, vol, ii.

plied,
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plied, That fhe was ready ; and bidding adieuto her fer-
vants, fhe leaned on two of Sir Amias Paulit’s guards,

becaufe of an infirmity in her limbs ; and the fillowed the

{heriff with a ferene and compofed countenance, In pafling
through a hall adjoining to her chamber, fhe vas met by
the earls of Shrew{bury and Kent, Sir Amias Paulet, Sir
Drue Drury, and many other gentlemen of liftin&ion,
Here fhe alfo found Sir Andrew Melvil, hir fteward,
who flung himfelf on his knees before her ; an¢, wringing
his hands, cried aloud, ¢ Ah, Madam ! unlappy me!
<t what man was ever before the meflenger of fuch heavy
<« tidings as I muft carry, when I fhall retirn to my
<« native country, and fhall report, that I fav my graci-
¢ ous queen and miftrefs beheaded in Enghnd ! His
tears prevented farther {fpeech; and Mary too felt herfelf
moved, more from fympathy than affliction. ¢ Ceafe,
« my good fervant,” faid the, ‘ ceafe to lamet : Thou
<< haft caufe rather to rejoice than to mourn: For now
¢ fhalt thou fee the troubles of Mary Stuart r:ceive their
long expeéted period and completion,” Krow,” con-
tinuednﬂle, ¢ good fervant, that all the worll at beft is
<¢ yanity, and fubject ftill to more forrow thin a whole
¢¢ ocean of tears is able to bewail. But I praythee, carry
<t this meflage from me, thatI die a true wonan to my
<« religion, and unalterable in my affeGions 1o Scotland
¢ and to France, Heaven forgive them, tha have long
¢« defired my end, and have thirfted for my bood as the
«¢ hart panteth after the water brooks.” ¢ O God,”
added fhe, ¢ thou that art the author of truth, and truth
<< jtfelf, thou knoweft the inmoft recefles of my heart :
¢« Thou knoweft that I was ever defirous to preferve an
¢ entire union between Scotland and Englaid, and to
¢ obviate the fource of all thefe fatal difcrds. But
¢¢ recommend me, Melvil, to my fon, and tellhim, that,
¢ potwithftanding all my diftrefles, I have dowe nothing
2 33 Prej udicial
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¥¢ prejuicial to the ftate and kingdom of Scotland.”C H 4 p,

After tlefe words, reclining herfelf, with weeping eyes, .
and fac: bedewed with tears, fhekifled him. ¢ And fo,”
faid fhe ¢’ good Melvil, farewel : Once again, farewel,
¢ goodMelvil; and grant the afliftance of thy prayers to
£¢ thy ween and miftrefs®.”

SHE next turned to the noblemen who attended her,
and male a petition in behalf of her fervants, that they
might Je well treated, be allowed to enjoy the prefents
which he had made them, and be fent fafely into their
own comntry. Having received a favourable anfwer, fhe
preferrel another requeft, that they might be permitted to
attend rer at her death: In order, faid fhe, that their
eyes muy behold, and their hearts bear witnels, how
patientlr their queen and miftrefs can fubmit to her
executin, and how conftantly fhe perfeveres in her at-
tachmeit to her religion. The earl of Kent oppofed this
defire, ind told her, that they would be apt, by their
fpeeche and cries, to difturb both herfelf and the fpecta-
tors: Fe was alfo apprehenfive, left they fhould practife
fome fiperftition, not meet for him to fuffer; fuch as
dippingtheir handkerchiefs in her blood: For that was
the infknce which he made ufe of. ¢¢ My lord,” faid the
queen d Scots, ¢ I will give my word (although it be
¢ but (ead) that they fhall not incur any blame in any
¢ of tle actions which you have named. But alas! poor
¢ fouls! it would be a great confolation to them to bid
¢¢ their miftrefs farewel. And I hope,” added fhe,
‘¢ that your miftrefs, being a maiden queen, would
¢ vouafafe, in regard of womanhood, that I thould have
¢ fome of my own people about me at my death, I
¢ knov, that her majefty hath not given you any fuch

f¢ ftritcommand, but that you might grant me a requeft

§¢ of fa greater courtefy, even though I were a woman
U M., py 4+ Jeb, vol, i, p. 634, Strype, vol. iii. p, 534.
(43 Of
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!3 i P. << of inferior rank to that which I bear.”. Finding that
i Qe ., the eatliof Kent perfifted ftill in his re fufal, her mind,
T] :' 1587.  which had fortified itfelf : ft the terrors of death, was
";‘. ffelted by indienity, for which fhe was not: pre
! pared. ~ ¢ T ar {in to youl ‘.,':acn,"’ cried fhe, ¢ and
¢¢ defc I';!,\j‘. from the ll\)(;\l- O \ul of I}khl V}i, 'dlld a
< ‘fnarried queen of Frahce, and an ‘“omtf’d queen of
T'he commiflioners, perceiving how in-
! sftinacy ear, conferred a little
agreed, ht carry a few of her
fervants along with her. e choice of four men,
for that purpofe.

I into anothef hall, where was erected
the fcaffold, covered with black; and fhe faw, with an
undifmayed countenance, the executioners, and all the
p:‘cp‘r:.:x,ns of death. The room was crowded with
fpectators ; and was fo fteeled ai_zainﬂ' all fenti-
ments of hum a5 not to be moved, when he refleéted
on her royal dignity, confidered the furprifing train of her
; misfortunes, beheld her mild but inflexible conftancy,
! recalled her at ments, or furveyed her
‘ beauties, 1, thouch faded by years , and yet more
b by her aflicl fill difcovered ‘them! L]\"a in this fatal
moment. Here the warrant for her exe .cution was read to
! her ; and during filent, but fhewed,
i in her unconcerny as if

efore the execu-
the dean of Peterborow

the bufinefs

S6 e
their office,

{ though the queen freque ntly told him,

tioners performed
fepped forth; and
himfelf about her, thatdhe

that he needed not concern
as fettled in the ancient catholic and Roman religion
o £t ~ 1 * { $ 3 7
:m<'. that fiie meant to lay down her life in defence of that

ofift in his lectures
The

Y 1

faith ; he flill thought it his duty to pe

and exhortations, and to endeavour her convetlion.
Forme ict o m r 3 1
terms, which he employed, wete, under colour of pious

inftruétions,




1
on ner

and befides their own abfurdity, may be regarded as the

threatened : That fhe was now
1

the brink of et v, and had no other

ng her

of Chrift the only means of falvation; and if the trufted
in' the inventions or devices of men, fhe muft expect in

an inftanc to: fall into utter darknefs, into a place where

I
-
)

fhall-be weeping; hawling athing of teeth: That

the hand -of death was upon her, the ax was laid to the

root of the

A 5 =
of 'the great judge of heaven

P 0 Wy IR L TS e TS W0l A0k (et 5 ISP e
was erected, the book of her life. was fpread wide, and
;
.

the particular fentence and. judgment was ready to be
1
1

now, during this

¢ T *. pes Lea
nent, m net 10iCe, €1 to to tine
. c 101 . Y
life, and heat joyful falutation, Gome,
J

m

ye bleffed of my F

(o r
urrection of con-

demnation, r and and to
fuffer that dr , Gos 3 19 ever=
t difcourfe Mary not f{ometimes

fort

preacher; and the dean, findi

by his lecture, at laft bade
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il C H AP. her of her former wickednefs, and fettle her faith upon

¢¢ matter : For I was born in this religion; I have lived

i :
, XLIIL . Byt gty 5
1 “ ‘ b this ground, that only in Chn'f’c Jefus LO%l]d fh.e hope to
ﬂ@}:;‘- Hl 1587. be faved. She anfwered, again and again, with great
} 1 «E i | earneftne(s: ¢ Trouble not yourfelf any more about the
| 4 ‘ f i
it

ol 1l ¢ in this refigion; and in this religion I am refolved to
I ‘ | ¢¢ die.,” Even the two earls perceived, that it was
b | L fruitlefs to harafs her any farther with theological dif-

i putes ; and they ordered the dean to defift from his unfea-
‘ fonable exhortations, and to pray for her converfion,
‘ During the dean’s prayer, fhe employed herfelf in private
il devotion from the office of the Virgin ; and after he had
{0 finithed, fhe pronounced aloud fome petitions in Englifh,
it for the afflited church, for an end of her own troubles,
‘}'1 h for her fon, and for queen Elizabeth; and prayed God,
{ | ‘ ] that that prince{s might long profper, and be employed in
his fervice. The earl of Kent, obferving, that, in her
devotions, fhe made frequent ufe of the crucifix, could
not forbear reproving her for her attachment to that popifh
i trumpery, as he termed it; and he exhorted her to have
i Chrift in her heart, not in her hand v, She replied with
ik prefence of mind, that it was difficult to hold fuch an
HEEER. object in her hand, without feeling her heart touched with
fome compunction z,

She now began, with the aid of her two women, to
H difrobe herfelf; and the executioner alfo lent his hand,
LT o to affift them. She fmiled, and faid,. That fhe was not
accuftomed to undrefs herfelf before fo large a company,
nor to be ferved by fuch valets. Her fervants, feeing her
_ in this condition, ready to lay her head upon the block,
!, burft into tears and lamentations : She turned about to
e them ; put her finger upon her lips, as a fign of impofing
filence upon them?; and having given them her bleffing,

¥ MS. p.15. Jebb, vol,ii, p. 307, 491, 637, z Jebb, ibid.
3 Jebb, p.307. 492.

defired
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defired them to pray for her. One of her maids, whomC H a p,
. . p XLII.,

the had appointed for that purpofe, covered her eyes with | ,

a handkerchief; fhe laid herfelf down, without any fign 1587,

of fear or trepidation; and her head was fevered from her

body at two ftrokes by the executioner. He inftantly

held it up to the fpectators, ftreaming with blood and

agitated with the convulfions of death : The dean of Pe-

terborow alone exclaimed, ¢ So perith all queen Eliza-

¢ beth’s enemies:” The earl of Kent alone replied

¢ Amen:” The attention of all the other fpeGators was

fixed on the melancholy fcene before them; and zeal and

flattery alike gave place to prefent pity and admiration of

the expiring princefs.

Trus perithed, in the forty-fifth year of her age, and Mary’s cha-
nineteenth of her captivity in England, Mary queen of @™
Scots ; a woman of great accomplithments both of body
and mind, natural as well as acquired ; but unfortunate
in her life, and during one period, very unhappy in her
condué. The beauties of her perfon and graces of her
air combined to make her the moft amiable of women ;
and the charms of her addrefs and converfation aided the
impreflion, which her lovely figzure made on the hearts of
all beholders. ~Ambitious and active in her temper, yet
inclined to chearfulnefs and fociety; of a lofty fpirit,
conftant and even vehement in her purpofe, yet polite,
and gentle, and affable in her demeanour; fhe feemed to
partake only fo much of the male virtues as to render her
cftimable, without relinquithing thofe foft graces, which
compofe the proper ornament of her fex. In order to
form a juft idea of her chara&er, we muft fet afide one
part of her condu&, while the abandoned herfelf to the
guidance of a profligate man; and muft confider thefe
faults, whether we admit them to be imprudences or
crimes, as the refult of an inexplicable, though not un-
common, inconftancy in the human mind, of the frailty

of
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i il | C H A P. of our nature, of the violence of paffion, and: of the
i __?i * influence, which fituations, and fa imes momentary
! 153 ; have on perfons, whofe principles are not tho~
HHgH r confirmed by experience and refle€tion. Lnrngcd
i | by the unerateful conduét of her hufband, feduced by the
| ‘ trea ounfels of one in whom fhe repofed confi-
: d orted the violence of her own temper,
‘ | r {fufficiently under the guidance of difere-
i) i tion was betray into actions, which may, with
i fome difficulty, be accounted fory but which admitef no
¢ ! nor even of alleviation. An enumerationof her
‘ ght carry the appearance of a panegyric; an
account of her conduét muft, in fome parts, wear the

t of fevere fatire and inve&ive.

r numerous misfortunes, the folitude of her long
zmd tedious captivity, and the perfecutions, to which fhe
had been expofed on account of her religion, had wrought
her up to a degree of bi during her later years ; and
fuch were the prevalent ipirit and principles of the age,
that it is the lefs wonder, if her zeal, her refentment,
and her intereft uniting, induced her to give confent to
a defign, which confpirators, aftuated only by ‘the firft

: of thefe motives, had formed againit the lnc of Elizabeth,
B ity WaEN the queen was informed of Mary’s execution,
aficéted for- fhe affeed the utmoft furprize and indignation. Her
S countenance changed ; her fpeech faltered and failed her;

for a long time, her forrow was fo deep that fhe could
not exprefs it, but ftood fixed, like a flatue, in filence
i and mute aftonifhment.  After her grief was able to find

loud wailin

vent, it burft out in AR i tions; fhe

ble

put herfelf in deep mourning for this deplorable event;

and fhe was feen perpetually bathed in tears,.and furs

rounded only by her maids and women. None of her

min fters or counfellors dared to approach her; or it

‘ any had fuch temerity, fhe chafed them from her, with
. 1 the
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C.h.u.‘,

Joman, Ccon-

in putting
rary to |

they were fuffici-

€d ana dcquaint

No fooner was her forrow {0 m bated as to leave

room for refleCtion, than fhe wrot tter of ‘apol

gy to
the king of Scots, and fent it by Sir Robert CHI'S, fon of

~ R
[

lord Hunfdon. She there told him, that fhe withed he
knew, but not felt, the unutterable grief wmch Mc
experienced, on account of that lamentable accident,

which, without her ki vledge, mitich lefs concurrence,

T

had happened in England: That as' Her pen tremblf‘d
when fhe attempted to write it, fhe found herfelf ol bliged
to commit the relation of it to the meflenger, her kinf-
man; who would likewife inform  his rAaJLuy of every
circumftance, atte nding this difmal and unlooked for
misfortune: 'That fhc appealed to the fupreme Judge of
heaven and earth for her innocence ; and was alfo fo
happy, amidft her other afflictions, as to find, that many
perfons in her court could bear witnefs to her veracity in
this proteftation: That fhe abhorred difimulati n ;
deemed nothing more worthy of a prince than a fin-
cere and open condu; and could never rur*-]v be
efteemed {o bafe and prmr~ﬂ irited, as that, if the had
really given orders for this fatal execution, fhe cuu;d, on

any confideration, be induced to deny them: That,
though fenfible of the juﬁ ce of the fentence pronounced
againft the unhappy prifoner, fhe determined from cle-
mency never to carry it into execution; and could not
but refent the temerity of thofe, who on Lh is occafion had
difappointed her intention: And that asno one loved him
more dearly than herfelf, or bore a more anxious concern

> Camden, p. 536. Strype, vol. iii. Appendix, p 145, Jebb, vol. .
B 608.
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€ H AP for his welfare; fhe hoped, that he would confider every

one as his enemy, who endeavoured, on account of the
prefent incident, to excite any animofity between theme,

In order the better to appeafe James, fhe committed
Davifon to prifon, and ordered him to be tried in the
Star-Chamber for his mifdemeanour. The fecretary was
confounded; and being fenfible of the danger, which
muft attend his entering into a conteft with the queen,
he exprefled penitence for his error, and fubmitted very
patiently fo be railed at by thofe very counfellors, whofe
perfuafion had induced him to incur the guilt, and who
had promifed to countenance and protect him. He was
condemned to imprifonment during the queen’s pleafure,
and to pay 2 fine of ten thoufand pounds. He remained
a long time in cuftody ; and the fine, though it reduced
him to beggary, was rigoroufly levied upon him, All
the favour, which he could obtain from the queen, was
fending him fmall fupplies from time to time, to keep
him from perifhing in neceffity ¢, He privately wrote aa
apology to his friend Walfingham, which contains many
curious particulars. The French and Scotch ambafla-
dors, he faid, had been remonftrating with the queen in
Mary’s behalf; and immediately after their departure,
fhe commanded him, of her own accord, to deliver her
the warrant for the execution of that princefs, She
figned it readily, and ardered it to be fealed with the
great feal of England. She appeared in fuch good hu-
mour on the occafion, that fhe faid to him in a jocular
_manner, * Go tell all this to Walfingham, who is now
¢¢ fick: Though I fear he will die of forrow, when he
¢ hears of it.” She added, that, though fhe had fo
jong delayed the execution, left the fhould feem to be
a&tuated by malice or cruelty, the was all along fenfible
gf the neceflity of it. In the fame converfation, fhe

« QCamdem p. 536, Spotfwood, p. 358, & Comden, p. 533

blaged




ELTIZABETH,

blatied Drury and P

Paulet, that they had not before eafed ©

her of this trouble; and fhe exprefled her defire, that SR

Walfingham would bring them to compliance in that
particular,  She was fo bent on this purpofe, that, fome
time after, the atked Davifon, Whether any letter had
come from Paulet with regard to the fervice expected of
him? Davifon thowed her Paulet’s letter ; in which that
gentleman pofitively refufed to ac any thing inconfiftent
with the principles of honour and juftice. The queen
fell into a paffion ; and accufed Paulet, as well as Drury,
of perjury; becaufe, having taken the oath of affociation,
in which they had bound themfelves to avenge her
wrongs, they had yet refufed to lend their hand on this
occafion, < But others,” fhe faid, * will be found lefs
¢¢ fcrupulous.,” Davifon adds, that nothing but the
confent and exhortations of the whole council could have
engaged him to fend off the warrant: He was well aware
of his danger; and remembered, that the queen, after
having ordered the execution of the duke of Norfolk, had
endeavoured, in a like manner, to throw the whole blame
and odium of that aétion upon lord Burl leigh e,
EvizaseTw’s diffimulation was fo grofs, that it could
deceive no body, who was not previoufly refolved to be
blinded ; but as James’s concern for his mother was cer-
tainly more fincere and cordial, he difcovered the higheft
refentment, and refufed to admit Cary into his prefence.
He recalled his ambafladors from England ; and feemed
to breathe nothing but war and vengeance. The States
of Scotland, being affembled, took part in his an ger
and profeﬁ'cd, that they were ready to fpend their ljvc»;
and fortunes in revenge of his mother’s death, and in
defence of his title to the crown of England. Tvluny of
his nobility inftigated him to take arms: Lord Sinclair
¢ Camden, p. 538, Strype, vol. iil. p. 375, 276, MS. in the Advo-

cates’ Library, A, 3.28. p, 17, from the Cott, Lib. Calig. ¢, 9. Biogr,
Brit, p. 1625. 1627,
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4th March.

_ fented himfelf to the
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C H A P.when the courtiers appeared in deep mourning, pres
It i

- arrayed in complete armour,

and faid, that this was the proper mourning for the

ortunity of exborting

The catholics took the op

lliance with the king of Spain, tolay
1

immediate claim to the crown of England, and to pre-

his mother’s example, he

vent the ruin, which, from

would certainly, if Elizabeth’s power

prevailed, overwhelm his perfon and his kingdom. The
queen was {enfible of the danger attending thefe coun-
& :

1

fels; and after allowing James fome decent interval to
vent his grief and anger, fhe employed her emiffaries to
pacify him, and to fet before him every motive of hope

or fear, which might induce him to live in amity with

W aLsincuAM wrote to lord Thirlftone, James’s fecre-
trary, a judicious letter to the fame purpofe. He faid,
that he was much furprized to hear of the violent refolu-
tions taken in Scotland, and of the paffion difcovered by
a prince of fo much judgment and temper as James:
‘T'hat a war, founded merely on the principle of revenge,
and that too on account of an a& of juftice which necef-
fity had extorted, would for ever be expofed to cenfure,
and could not be excufed by any principles of equity ot
reafon : That if thefe views were deemed lefs momentous
among princes, policy and intereft ought certainly to
be attended to; and thefe motives did fll more evi-
dently oppofe all thoughts of a rupture with Elizabeth,
and all revival of exploded claims to the Englifh
throne: That the inequality between the two kingdoms
deprived James of any hopes of fuccefs, if he trufted
merely to the force of hisown ftate, and had no recourfe
to foreign powers for afliftance: That the objetions,
attending the introduction of fuccours from a more potent
nonarch, appeared fo evident from all the tranfaétions of

hiftory,
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hiftory, that they could not efcape a perfon of the King’s CH A P,
extenfive knowledge ; but there were, in the prefent cafe, \__)(“):I__J
feveral peculiar circumftances, which ought for ever to 1587.
deter him from having recourfe to fo dangerous an expe-

dient: That the French monarch, the ancient ally of
Scotland, might willingly ufe the afliftance of that king-

dom againft England ; but would be difpleafed to fee the

union of thefe two kingdoms in the perfon of James; a

union, which would ever after exclude him from pradlif-

ing that policy, formerly fo ufeful to the French, and fo
pernicious to the Scottith, nation: That Henry befides,

infefted with faétion and domeftic war, was nat in a con-

dition of fupporting diftant allies; much lefs would

he expofe himfelf to any hazard or expence, in order

to aggrandize a near kinfman of the houfe of Guife, the

moft determined enemies of his repofe and authority : That

the extenfive power and exorbitant ambition of the Spa-
nifh monarch rendered him a ftill more dangerous ally to
Scotland ; and as he evidently afpired to an univerfal

monarchy in the weft, and had in particular advanced
fome claims to England, as if he were defcended from
the houfe of Lancafter, he was at the fame time the

common enemy of all princes, who wifhed to maintain
their independence ; and the immediate rival and compe-
titor of the king of Scots: That the queen, by her own

naval power, and her alliance with the Hollanders, would

prebably intercept all fuccours which might be fent to
James from abroad, and be enabled to decide the con-
troverfy in this ifland with the fuperior forces of her own
kingdom, oppofed to thofe of Scotland : That if the
yretenfions to the crown of

king revived his mother’s

T
I
i

England, he muft alfo embrace her religion, by which

alone they could be juftified ; and muft thereby u ndergo
the infamy of abandoning thofe principles, in which he

>
had been ftritly educated, and to which he had hitherto
=9 religioufly.

9 o
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religioufly adhered : That as he would, by fuch an apo-

lienate all the proteftants in Scotland and

Eagy, totall
Fngland, !’:c could never gain the confidence of the

catholics, who would ftill entertain reafonable doubts of

his h:mvrl'yf That by advancing a prefent claim to the

crown, he forfeited the certain profpect of his fucceffion;

and revived that national animofity, which the late peace

and alliance between the kingdoms had happily extin-
n

gu That the whole try and nobility of England
had openly declared t'n mfclv“s for the execution of the
queen of '4cora; and if James thowed fuch violent refent-
ment againit that a¢t of juftice, they would be obliged,
i ~own fecurity, to prevent for ever {0 implacable

rince from ruling over them: And that, however fome

rfon ht reprefent his honour as engaged to feck

it affront and injury, the true
in wifdom and moderation

juftice, not in following the di€ates of blind paffion,

uing revenge
=) ¥

at the expence of every motive and

f

€] confiderations, joined to the
p bitious temper of the young prince, pre=

itment; and he fell gradually intoa
good correfpondence with the court of E 'wland. It is

probable, that the queen’s chief obje&t in her diffimula-

rd to the execution of Mary, was, that fhe
>y afiord James a decent pretence for renew-
ing his amity with her, on which their mutual interefts
fo much dep

WHiLe Elizabeth enfured trar 1quillity from the at-
s of her neareft ne g)h‘*our, the was not negligent of
more diftant dangers, He: ring that Philip, though he
fecmed to diffemble the daily infults and injuries, which

he received from the L*'q:-i th, was ht"’]y preparing a

¥l
Ged,

great navy to attack ner; fhe fent Sir Francis Drake with

strype, vol. il p. 377, Spotfivood,

a fleet
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2 fleet to intercept his fupplies, to pillage his coaft, and C ;71‘;1;,"'
to deftroy his thipping, Drake carried out four capital ( med
thips of the queen’s, and twenty-fix, great and fmall, 237:
with which the London merchants, in hopes of fharing
in the plunder, had fupplied him. Having learned from
two Dutch thips, which he met with in his paflage, Drakide-
that a Spanifh fleet, richly laden, was lying at Cadiz,gzgt’;"é‘:_
ready to fet fail for Lifbon, the rendezvous of the in-diz.
tended Armada; he bent his courfe to the former harbour,
and boldly, as well as fortunately, made an attack on the
enemy. He obliged fix gallies, which made head againft
him, to take fhelter under the forts; he burned about a
hundred veflels, laden with ammunition and naval flores ;
and he deftroyed a great thip of the marquefs of Sasita
Croce. Thence, he fet fail for Cape St. Vincent, and
took by affault the caftle fituated on that promontory,
with three other fortrefles. He next infulted Lifbon
and finding, that the merchants, who had engaged en-
tirely in expeCtation of profit, were difcontented at thefe
military enterprizes, he fet {ail for the Terceras, with an
intention of lying in wait for 2 rich Carrack, which was
expefted in thofe parts. He was fo fortunate as to
meet with his prize; and by this fhort expedition, in
which the public bore fo fmall a fhare, the adventurers
were encouraged to attempt farther enterprizes, the Eng-
lifh feamen learned to defpife the great unwieldy fhips of
the enemy, the naval preparations of Spain were de-
ftroyed, the intended expedition againft England was
retarded a twelvemonth, and the queen thereby had
leifure to take more fecure meafures againft that formida-
ble invafion®,

THis year Thomas Cavendifh, a gentleman of Devon-
fhire, who had diffipated a good eftate by living at court,

& Camden, p. 540. Sir William Monfon’s Naval Traé&s in Churchill’s
Yoyages, vol, iii, p, 156,

XA being




o repair his fortune at the expence of the

fitted out three fhips at Plymouth, one of a

enty tons, another oOf

«ty, and a third
with thefe fmall vellels he ventured into the

i south Sea, and committed g depredations on the Spa-
il iards, He took nineteen veffels, of which were
richly laden ; and returning by ths se of Good Hope,

he came to | n, and ered the river in a kind of

h.. His mariners {oldi were cloathed in

filk, his fails were of damafk, his top-fail cloth of gold;

and 1 es efteemed the richelt that ever had

1ana

rht into Eng

and enterprizes of the Englith were not, during

this ¢ n, fo advantageous or honourable to the
nation, The i place of Deventer was intrufted

>

illiam Stanley, with a garrifon of twelve

by Leicelter to W

hu ; n, being a catholic,
4 £} 1 ST E > By Bt & p ir
was alarmed at the difcovery of Babington’s confpiracy,
1 > 9 e ) {3 rarx e ey Sl o3 or
and became apprehenfive, left every one of his religion

n

thould thenceforth be treated with diftruft in England,

He entered into a correfpondence with the Spaniards,
betrayed the city to them for a fum of money, and en-
| gaged the whole garrifon to defert with him to the Spa=
nifh fervice. Roland York, who commanded a fort near
Zutphen, imitated his example; and the Hollanders,
formerly difgufted with Leicefter, and fufpicious of the
lith, broke out into loud complaints againft the im-

providence, if not the treachery, of his adminiftration,
Soon after, he himfelf arrived in the Low Countries
but his conduct was no-wife calculated to give them
fatisfation, or to remove the fufpicions, which they had
entertained againft him. The prince of Parma having
befieged Sluys, Leicefter attempted to relieve the place,
firlt by fea, then by land; but failed in both enterprizes;

T S S
birch’s Memoirs, vol, i. p. 57,

and
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and as he afcribed his bad fuccefs, to the ill behaviour ofCc H a P,

the Hollanders, they were equally free in refleétions upon _
his conduct. The breach between them became wider
every day: They flighted his authority, oppofed his
meafures, and neglected his counfels; while he endea-
voured, by an Imperious bebaviour, and by viulencc, to
recover that influence, which he had loft by his impru-
dent and ill-concerted meafures. He was even fufpected
by the Dutch of a defign to ufurp upon their liberties 3
and the jealoufy, entertzined againit him, began to extend
towards the queen herfelf. That princefs had made fome
advances towards a peace with Spain: A congrefs had
been opened at Bourbourg, a village near Graveline-
And though the two courts, efpe cially that of Spain, had
no other intention than to amufe each of them its enemy
by negociation, and mutually relax the preparations for
defence or attack, the Dutch, who were determined, on
N0 terms, to return under the Spanifh yoke, became ap-
prehenfive left their liberty fhould be facrificed to the
political interefts of England', But the queen, who
knew the importance of her alliance with the States dur-
ing the prefent conjuncture, was refolved to give them
entire fatisfaction by recalling Leicefter, and commanding
him to refign his government, J‘\Iauricc, fon of the late
prince ot Orange, a youth of twenty years of age, was
elected by the States governor in his place; and Peregrine
lord Willoughby was appointed by the queen commander
of the Englith forces. The meafures of thefe two gene-
rals were much embarrafled by the malignity of Leicefter,
who had left a fadion behind him, and who ftil] attempt-
ed, by means of his emiflaries, to ditturb all the opera-
tions of the States. As foon 2s Elizabeth received intel-
ligence of thefe diforders, fhe took care to redrefs them ;
and fhe obliged all the partizans of England to fall into

i Bentivoglio, part ii, lib, 4+ Strype, vol,iv, No, 246,

1 unanimity
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unanimity with prince Maurice ¥, But though her good
nfe fo far prevailed over her partiality to Lexcei’cer, the
never could be made fully fenfible of his vices and inca=
pacity: ‘The fubmiffions, which he made her, re-
flored him to her wonted favour; and Lord Buckhurft,
who had accufed him of mifconduct in Holland, loft her
confidence, for fome time, and was even committed to
cuftody.

Sir Chriftopher Hatton was another favourite, who at
this time, received fome marks of her partiality. Though
he had never followed the profeflion of the law, he was

cellor in the place of Bromley, deceafed; but
notwithftanding all the expeQations and perhaps withes

of the l:‘-.wycw he behaved in a manner not unworthy of
that high ftation: His good natural capacity fupplied the
place of experience and ftudy ; and his decifions were not
found deficient either in point of equity or judgment.
His enemies had contributed to this promotion, in hopes
that his abfence from court, while he attended the bufi~
nefs of chancery, would gradually eftrange the queen from
him, and give them an opportunity of undermining him |

in her favour.

Tuese little intrigues and cabals of the court were
filenced by the account which came from all quarters, of
the vaft preparations made by the Spaniards for the inva-
fion of England, ard for the entire conqueft of that
kingdom. Philip, though he had not yet declared war,
an account of the hoftilities, which Elizabeth every where
committed upon him, had long harboured a fecret and
violent defire of revenge aga m& her, His ambition alfo
and the hopes of exten dm' is empire were much encou=
raged by the prefent profperous ftate of his affairs; by
the conqueft of Portugal, the acquifition of the Eaft-

7

k Rymer, tom. xv, p. 66,
Indian
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Indian commerce and fettlements, and the yearly importa= HL?I P,

tion of vaft treafures from America. The point, on

which he refted his higheft glory, the perpetual obje& 1588

of his policy, was to fupport orthodoxy and exterminate
herefy ; and as the power and credit of Elizabeth were
the chief bulwark of the proteftants, he hoped, if he
could fubdue that princefs, to acquire the eternal renown,
of re-uniting the whole chriftian world in the catho
lic communion. Above all, his indignation againft his
revolted fubjefls in the Netherlands inftigated him tq
attack the Englith, who had encouraged that infurreGtion,
and who, by their vicinity, were fo well enabled tQ
fupport the Hollanders, that he could never hope to
reduce thefe rebels, while the power of that king-
dom remained entire and unbroken. To {ubdue England
feemed a neceflary preparative to the re-eftablithment
of his authority in the Netherlands ; and notwithﬁanding
appearances, the former was in itfelf, as a more im-
portant, fo a more eafy undertaking than the latter,
That kingdom lay nearer Spain than the Low Coun.
tries, and was more expofed to invafions from that
quarter ; after an enemy had once obtained e'ntrance, the
difficulty feemed to be over, as it was neither fortified by
art or nature; a long peace had deprived it of all mili-
tary difcipline and experience; and the catholics, in
which it ftiil abounded, would be ready, it was hoped,
to join any invader, who fhould free them from thofe
perfecutions, under which they laboured, and fhould
revenge the death of the queen of Seots, on whom
they had fixed all their affe@ions. The fate of England
muft be decided in one battle at fea, and another at
land ; and what comparifon between the Englith and
Spaniards, either in point of naval force, or in the
numbers, reputation, and veteran bravery of their armies ?
Befides the acquifition of fo great a kingdom, fuccefs

againft
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immediate fubjeétion of the

hand, and deprived

¢ Al yborn necks to that
yoke, long refifted. Happily this
¥ 5 itmoft importance to the gran-
- i -

s would not at it be oppofed by the

of other powers, naturally {o much interefted to
nrevent the fuccefs of the (’:‘,tcri’\lizi'. A truce was
lately concluded with the Turks; the Empire was in the

rally; and France, the perpe-
fo torn with inteftine commo-

tions, that fhe had no leifure to pay attention to her fo-

£

ts. This favourable opportunity, therefore,

f, muft be feized;

1

and one bol that afcendant in

N o
t‘

eatnefs and profperity of

Eur ope, t

the Spaniards feen ed {o |

&

r to entitle them ',

Philip, notwith=

ind though the prince, now created by

of Parma, when confulted, oppofed the

aft reprefented the neceflity of previoully

of fome fea-port town iu the Nether-

lands, which might afford a retreat to the Spanifh navy ™,

it was determined by the catholic monarch to proc ceed

to the execution of his an

bitious pf(l-]&.'u.

ome time he had been fecretly making -prepara-

tions ; but as foon as the refolution was fully taken,

every part of his vaft empire refounded with the noife of
F e 2 ?

armaments, and aiinis T}i.lluu‘lS, ger nerals, and admirals,

were employed in forwarding the defign. The marquefs of

. ~ F 2 Sy A . i
Santa Croce, afea-officer of great reputation and experience,

1 Camden, m Bentivoglio, part 2.
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was deftined to command the fleet; and by his counfels€ H a P,
were the naval equipments conduéted. In all the p S
of Sici]" Naples, Spain, and Portugal, artizans wer
employed in buil mxm vellels of uncommon fize and force;

naval ftores were bougnt at a great expence; provif

amafled ; armies levied and quartered in the mariti
towns of Spain; and plans laid for fitting out fuch a fleet
and cxrbwrkﬂtxon as had never before had its ec jual in
Europe. The milita ary preparations in Flanders were no
lefs formidable. T roops from all quarters were ev ery
moment aflembling, to reinforce the duke of P‘"n?,
Capizuchi and Spinelli, condued forces from Ita
The marquefs of Borgaut, a prince of the houfe vf
Auftria, levied troops in Ge crmany : The Walloon and

Burgundian regiments were completed or gu'rr“"r'”’
Thc Spanith infantry was fu pplied with
an army of thirty-four thoufand men was b 1
the Netherlands, and kept in readinefs to be tran {"w rted
into England. The duke of Parma employed all the
carpenters whom he could procure, either in Flanders or
and

5 ¢

in Lower G rmany, and the coafls of the Baliic
he built at Dunkirk, and Newport, but elpecially at
Antwerp, a great nunber of boats and flat-bottomed
veflels, for the tranfporting

his inf‘antr’v and cavalry.

The moft renowned nobility a: princes of Italy and

Spain were ambitious of {l the honour of this
great enterprize.  Don Amadzus of Savoy, Don John
of Medicis, Vefpafian Gun;',“ of Sabionetta,

and the duke of Paftrana, haftened to join the army

L O
=
-
0

under the duke of Parma. About two thoufand volune
teers in Spain, many of them men of family, had enlifted
in the fervice, No doubts were entartained , but fuch
vaft preparations, condu&ted by officers of fJC“ confum-
mate fkill, muft finally be fuccefsful. And the Spa-
niards, oftentatious of their power, and elated with vain

h“l €Sy
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ik ‘ € H A P. hopes, had already denominated their navy the fnvincbls
i ! XLII s y
% i X " Armada.
Hite 1 1588, NEews of thefe extraordinary preparations foon reached
1 B . . 2
fllien the court of London; and notwithftanding the fecrec
i | 3 o Y
R i il of the Spanifh council, and their pretending to employ
f Ao this force in the Indies, it was eafily concluded, that
FliLes ’ . they meant to make fome effort againft England. The
i i reparations =

Ll in England, queen had forefeen the invafion ; and finding that fhe
muft now contend for her crown with the whole force

of Spain, fhe made preparations for refiftance; nor was

)

fhe difmaved

prehended, fhe muft of neceflity be overwhelmed. Her

force indeed feemed very unequal to refift fo potent an
y

t power, by which, all Europe ap=

B BT LR T e

enemy. All the failors in England amounted at that
time to about fourteen thoufand men?® The fize of the
Englifh fhipping was, in general, fo fmall, that, except
a few of the queen’s thips of war, there were not four
veflels belonging to the merchants which exceeded four
hundred tons®. The royal navy confifted only of twenty=
eight fail?, many of which were of {mall fize ; none of
them exceeded the bulk of our largeft frigates, and moft
of them deferved rather the name of pinnaces than of
thips. The only advantage of the Englith fleet confifted
in the dexterity and courage of the feamen, who, being
acopftomed to fail in tempeftuous feas, and expofe them-
felves to all dangers, as much exceeded in this particu-
lar the Spanifh mariners, as their veflels were inferior in
fize and force to thofe of that nationd. All the com-
mercial towns of England were required to furnifh fhips
for re-inforcing this {mall navy; and they difcovered,
on the prefent occafion, great alacrity in defending their
liberty and religion againft thofe imminent perils, with
which they were menaced. The citizens of London, in

n Monfon, p. 256, e Ibid. p, 268. p Ibid, p» 157,
A Ibid, p. 321,

ordet
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prder to fhew their zeal in the common caufe, inflead
of fifteen veflels, which they were commanded to equip,
voluntarily fitted out double the numberr. The gentry
and nobility hired, and armed, and manned, forty-three
thips at their own charge*; and all the loans of money,
which the queen demanded, were frankly granted by the
perfons applied to. Lord Howard of Effingham, a man
of courage and capacity, was admiral, and took on him
the command of the navy : Drake, Hawkins, and Fro-
bither, the moft renowned feamen in Europe, ferved
under him. The principal fleet was ftationed at Ply-
mouth. A fmaller {quadron, confifting of forty veflels,
Englifh and Flemifh, was commanded by lord Seymour,
fecond fon of proteGtor Somerfet ; and lay off Dun-
kirk, in order to intercept the duke of Parma.

THE land forces of England, compared to thofe of
Spain, poflefled contrary qualities to its naval power :
“They were more humerous than the enemy, but much
inferior in difcipline, reputation, and experience. An
army of twenty thoufand men was difpofed in different
bodies along the fouth coaft ; and orders were given them,
if they could not prevent the landing of the Spaniards,
to retire backwards, to wafle the country around, and
to wait for reinforcement from the neighbouring counties,
before they approached the enemy. A body of twenty-
two thoufand foot, and'a thoufand horfe, under the
command of the earl of Leicefter, was ftationed at
Tilbury, in order to defend the capital, The principal
army confifted of thirty-four thoufand foot, and two
thoufand horfe, and was commanded by lord Hunfdon.
Thefc forces were referved for guarding the queen’s per-
fon 3 and were appointed to march whitherfoever the enc-
my fhould appear. The fate of England, if all the
Spanith armies thould be able to land, feemed to depend

 Monfon, p. 267. s Lives of the Admirals, vel, 1, p. 4514
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and men of refleGion

entertained the moft difmal apprehenfions, Wwhen they

confidered the thoufand veteran Spaniards
k )

commandad officers, under the duke of

Parma, the

mate general of the age; and
compared this armament with the military

power, - which not enervated by peace, but

long difufed to war 1ld mufter up againft it.
The chief fupport of the kingdom feemed to confift

by the prefent dangers, iffued all her orders
with tranquillity, animated her people to a fteady refift-
ance, and employed every refource, which either her
domeftic fituation or her foreign alliances could afford
her. She fent Sir Robert Sydney into Scotland ; and ex-
horted the king to remain attached to her, and to confider
the danger, which at prefent menaced his fovereignty no
lefs than her own, from the ambition of the Spanith
tyrant *: The ambaffador found James well difpofed to
cultivate a union with England, and that prince even
kept himfelf prepared to march with ‘the force of his
whole kingdom to the affiftance of Elizabeth, Her au-
thority with the king of Denmark, and the tie of their
common religion, engaged this monarch, upon her ap-
plication, to feize a fquadron of fhips, which Philip had
bought or hired in the Danifh harbours¥: The Hanfe
Towns, though not at that time on good terms with
Elizabeth, were induced, by the fame motives, to retard
fo long the equipment of fome veflels in their ports,
that they became ufelefs to the purpofe of invading Eng-
land. All the proteftants throughout Europe.regurded
this enterprize as the critical event, which was to decide

t She made him fome promifes which fhe never fulfilled, to give him &
dukedom in England, with fuitable lands and revenue, to fettle soool. 2=
year on him, and pay him a guard, for the fafety of his perfon, Froma MSe
of lord Royfton’s, ¥ Strype, vol. iily p. 524,

for
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for ever the fate of their religion; and though unable, C‘? f? P.
by reafon of their diftance, to join their force to that of ___

Elizabeth, they kept their eyes fixed on her conduét and
fortune, and beheld with anxiety, mixed with admira-
tion, the intrepid countenance, with which fhe encoun=-
tered that dreadful tempeft, which was every moment
advancing towards her,

THE queen alfo was fenfible, that, next to the gene-
ral popularity, which fhe enjoyed, and the confidence,
which her fubjects repofed in her prudent government,
the firmeft fupport of her throne confifted in the general
zeal of the people for the proteftant religion, and the
ftrong prejudices which they had imbibed againft popery.
She took care, on the prefent occafion, to revive in the
nation this attachment to their own fe@, and this abhor-
rence of the oppofite. .The Englith were reminded of
their former danger from the tyranny of Spain: All the
barbarities, exercifed by Mary againft the proteftants,
were afcribed to the counfels of that bigotted and impe-
rious nation: The bloody maffacres in the Indies, the
unrelenting executions in the Low Countries, the hor-
rid cruelties and iniquities of the inquifition, were fet
before men’s eyes : A lift and defcription was publifhed,
and pictures difperfed, of the feveral inftruments of tor-
ture, with which, it was pretended, the Spanith Armada
was loaded : And every artifice, as well as reafom, was
employed, to animate the people to a vigorous defence
of their religion, their laws, and their liberties,

Bur while the queen, in this critical emergence,
rouzed the animofity of the nation againft popery, fhe
treated the partizans of that fe& with moderation, and

gave not way to an undiftinguithing fury againft them.
Though fhe knew, that Sixtus Quintus, the prefent
pope, famous for his capacity and his tyranny, had ful-
minated a new bull of excommunication againft her,

oL Y, - Z had

IDSSn
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P.had depofed her, had abfolved her fubjects from their

oaths of allegiance, had publithed a crufade againft

i

England, and had ' granted plenary indulgences to

every one engaged in th prefent invafion ; fhe would

not be'ieve, that all: her catholic fubjects could be fo
blinded, ‘as to facrifice to bigotry their duty to their
fovereign, and the liberty and independence of their
native country. She rejected all violent counfels, by
which fhe was urged to feek pretences for difpatching the
leaders of that party : She would not even confine any
confiderable number of them: And the catholics, fenfible
of this good ufage, generally exprefled great zeal for the
public fervice. Some gentlemen of that fe&t, confcious
that they could not juftly expet any truft or authority,
entered themfelves as volunteers in the fleet or army¥:
Some equipped fhips at their own charge, and gave the
command of them to proteftants: Others were active in
animating their tenants, and vaffals, and neighbours, to
the defefice of their country: And every rank of men,
burying for the prefent all party diftinétions, feemed to
prepare themfelves, with order as well as vigour, to refift
the violence of thefe invaders.

THE more to excite the martial {pirit of the nation,
the queen appeared on horfeback in the camp at Tilbury;
and riding through the lines, difcovered a chearful and
animated countenance, exhorted the foldiers to remember
their duty to their country and their religion, and pro-
fefled her intention, though a woman, to lead them her-
felf into the ficld again{t the enemy, and rather to perifh
in battle than furvive the ruin and flavery of her people*.
By this fpirited behaviour fhe revived the tendernefs and
admiration of the foldiery: An attachment to her perfon
became a kind of enthufiafm among them: And they
afked one another, Whether it were poflible, that Eng-

~ Stowe, p.747. x- See note [BB] at the end of the volume,
lifhmen
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lefs fortitude than appeared in the female fex, or could.

339

ever, by any dangers, be induced to relinquifh the de- 3588

fence of their heroic princefs ?

THE Spanith Armada was ready in the beginning of
May ; but the moment it was preparing to fail, the mar-
quefs of Santa Croce, the admira s was feized with a
fever, of which he foon after died. The vice-admiral,
the duke of Paliano, by a ftrange concurrence of acci-
dents, at the very fame time, fuffered the fame fate ;
and the king appointed for admiral the duke of Medina
Sidonia, a nobleman of great family, but unexpe-
rienced in a&ion, and entirely unacquainted with fea
affairs.  Alcarede was appointed vice-admiral, This
misfortune, befides the lofs of fo great an officer as Santa
Croce, retarded the failing of the Armada, and gave the
Englifh more time for their preparations to oppofe them.
At laft, the Spanifh fleet, full of hopes and alacrity, fet

fail from Lifbon; but next day met with a violent 29th May;

tempeft, which fcattered the thips, funk fome of the
{malleft, and forced the reft to take fhelter in the Grroine,
where they waited till they could be refitted. When news
of this event was carried to England, the queen con-
cluded, that the defign of an invafion was difappointed
for this fummer; and being a]ways ready to lay hold on
every pretence for faving money, the made \Vzlﬁng-
ham write to the admiral, directing him to lay up fome
of the larger fhips, and to difcharge the feamen: Bu¢
lord Effingham, who was not fo fanguine in his hopes,
ufed the freedom to difobey thefe orders; and he begged
leave to retain all the thips * in fervice; thoughuit
thould be at his own expence’, He took advantage of a
north wind, and failed towards the coaft of Spain, with
an intention of attacking the enemy in their harbours;

¥ Camden, p. 543,
Z 2 but
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but the wind changing to the fouth, he became appre-
left they might have fet fail, and by pafling
him at fea, invade England, now expofed by the abfence

of the flect. He returned, therefore, with the utmoft

expedition to Plymouth, and lay at anchor in that harbour.

MEeaNwHILE, all the damages of the Armada were
repaired ; and the Sy »aniards with freth hopes fet out
again to fea, in ploﬁ,cudon of their enterprize. The
fcet confifted of a hundred and thirty veflels, of which
near a hundred were galleons, and were of greater fize
than any ever before ufed in Europe. It carried on board
nineteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five foldiers,
eight thoufand four hundred and fifty-fix mariners, two
thoufmd and eighty-eight galley-flaves, and two thou-
fand fix hundred and thirty great pieces of brafs ord-
nance. It was viualled for fix months; and was
attended by twenty lefler fhips, called caravals, and ten
falves with fix oars apiece?.

THE plan formed by the king of Spain was, that the
Armada fhould fail to the coaft oppofite to Dunkirk and
Newport; and having chafed away all Englith or Flemifh
veflels, which might obftruct the pafﬁwc (for it was
never fuppofed they could make oppofition) thould join
themf{elves with the duke of Parma, fhould thence make
fail to the Thames, and having landed the whole Spa-
nifh army, thus complete at one blow the entire conqueft
of England. In profecution of this fcheme, Philip gave
orders to the duke of Medina, that, in pafling along the
channel, he fhould fail as near the coaft of France as he
could with fafety; that he fhould by this policy avoid
meeting with the Englifh fleet; and keeping in view
the main enterprize, fhould negle& all fmaller fuccefles,
which might prove an obftacle, or even interpofc 2 delay,
to the acquifition of a kingdom®, After the Armada

a Strype, vol, iii, Ajpend, p. 221, b Monfon, p. 157

was
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was under fail, they took a fitherman, who informedC H 1/\ P,
them, that the Englith admiral had been lately at fea,k__‘__,_'_;
had heard of the tempeft which fcattered the Armada, 7588
had retired back into Plymouth, and no longer expecting
an invafion this feafon, had laid up his thips, and dif-
charged moft of the feamen. From this falfe intelli-
gence the duke of Medina conceived the great facility of
attacking and deftroying the Englifh fhips in harbour ;
and he was tempted, by the profpe& of fo decifive an
advantage, to break his orders, and make fail direétly for
Plymouth : A refolution which proved the fafety of Eng-
land. The Lizard was the firft land made by the Ar- 19th July.
mada, about fun-fet; and as the Spaniards took it for the "‘l"PrAv’r”fn
Ram-head near Plymouth, they bore out to fea with an the Chan-
intention of returning next day, and attacking the Eng- o
lith navy. They were defcried by Fleming a Scottith
pirate, who was roving in thofe feas, and who immedi-
ately fet fail, ‘to inform the Englifh admiral of their
approach®: Another fortunate event, which contributed
extremely to the fafety of the fleet. Effingham had juft
time to get out of port, when he faw the Spanith
Armada coming full fail towards him, difpofed in the
form of a crefcent, and ftretching the diftance of feven
miles from the extremity of one divifion to that of the
other.

The writers of that age raife their flile by a pompous
defcription of this fpectacle ; the moft magnificent that
had ever appeared upon the ocean, infufing equal terror
and admiration into the minds of all beholders, The
lofty mafts, the fwelling fails, and the towering prows
of the Spanifh galleons, feem impoflible to be juftly
painted, but by afluming the colours of poetry; and an
eloquent hiftorian of Italy, in imitation of Camden, has
afferted, that the Armada, though the fhips bore every

¢ Monfon, p, 158,
Z 3 fail,
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C H A P.{ail, yet advanced with a flow motion ; as if the ocean

XL
L“"ﬂ
1588,

2

s ('rfmnml with fupporting, and the winds were tired with

impelling, fo enormous a weight?. ‘The trath, how-
ever, is, that the largeft of the Spanifh veflels would
fcarcely pafs for third rates in the prefent navy of Eng-
land ; yet were they fo ill framed, or fo ill governed,
that they were quite unwieldy, and could not fail upon
a wind, nor tack on occafion, nor be managed
ftormy weather by the feamen. cither the mechanics
of fhip-building, nor the experience of mariners, had
attained fo great perfetion as could ferve for the fecurity
and government of fuch bulky veflels ; and the Englifh,
who had already had experience how unferviceable they
commonly were, beheld without difmay their tremendous
appearance.

ErFrFiNGcHAM gave orders not to come to clofe fight

with the Spaniards; where the fize of the fhips, he fuf-
pe"}c , and the numbers of the foldiers, would be 2
difadvantage to the Englifh ; but to cannonade them at
a diftance, and to wait the opportunity, which winds,
currents, or various accidents muft afford him, of inter-
cepting fome fcattered veflels of the enemy. Nor was it
long before the event anfwered expellation, A great
fhip of Bifcay, on board of which was a confiderable
part of the Spanifh money, took fire by accident; and
while all ‘hands were, ‘employed in extinguifhing the
flames, fhe fell behind the reft of the Armada: The
great galleon of Andalozia was detained b by the fpring-
ing of her maft: And both thefe veflels were taken,
after fome refiftance, by Sir Francis Drake. As the

J

Armada nd\'anccu up the channel, the Englifh hung upOﬂ
its rear, and ftill infefted it with {kirmithes, FEach trial
abated the confide ?.nd added cou-

rage to the Eng
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even in clofe fight the fize' of the Spanith fhips was noC H A P,

XLIL

advantage to them, Their bulk expofed them the more ___

to the fire of the enemy ; while their cannon, placed too
high, fhot over the heads of the Englith. The alarm

having now reached the coaft of England, the nobility

and gentry haftened out with their veflels from every har-

bour, and reinforced the admiral, '] he earls of Oxford,
Northumberland, and Cumberland, Sir Thomas Cecil,
Sir Robert Cecil, Sir Walter Ral m'rh Sir Thomas Va-

vafor, Sir Thomas Gerrard, Sir Charles Blount, with

-

,,5

nany others, -dif xgu thed themlelves by this generous
and difinterefted fervice of their country. The Englith
fleet, after the co;‘;jlmuinn of thofe thips, amounted to a
hundrcd and forty fail.

I'HE Armada had now reached Calais, and caft an-
chor before that place; in expe&ation,: that the duke
of Parma, who had gotten iiitelligen:e of their approach,
would put to fea, and join his forces to them. The
Englith  admiral ‘praifed here a fuccefsful ftratagen
upon the Spaniards. He took eight of his fmaller fhips,
and filling them with all combuftible materials, fent
them, one after another, into the midft of the enemy.
‘Ll

fame contrivance with a famous vcﬁ‘:] which had latel
b

=)

e Spaniards fancied, that they were firethips of the

done fo much execution in the Schelde near Antw rerp 3
and they immediately cut their cables, and took to flight
with thesgreateft diforder and precipitation. The Eng-
lith fell upon them next morning, while in confufion 3
yreat damage to other fhips, they took

C
o

and befides doing

or deftroyed about twelve of the enemy

By this time, .it was become apparent, that the inten-
tion, for which thefe preparations were made by the
Spaniards, was entirely fruftrated. The veflels, pro-

vided by the duke of Parma, were made for tranfporting

foldiers, not for fighting; and that general, when urged
Z4 ta
—
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CH A P. to leave the harbour, pofitively refufed to expofe his
XL

S e

o fuch apparent hazard; while the

\ DR L
, flouriihing

0 s 2
Lngliinyg not only

even to triumph over their enemy. ‘The Spanifh admiral

T

‘ were able to keep the fea, but feemed

found, in many rencounters, that, while he loft fo con-

fiderable a part of his own navy, he had deftroyed onl
I Y Y y

3 1 oo s A
one {mall vellel of tl

e Englifh ; and he forefaw, that
by continuing fo unequal a combat, he muft draw ine-
vitable deftruétion on all the remainder. ' He prepared

therefore ta homewards; but as the wind was

contrary to ! flage through the channel, he refolved

to fail northwards, and making the tour of the ifland
reach the Spanith harbours by the ocean. The Englifh
fleet followed him during foine time; and had not their
ammunition fallen fhort, by the negligence of the offices
in fupplying them, they had obliged the whole Ar-
mada to furrender at difcretion, The duke of Medina
had once taken that refolution; but was diverted from
it by the advice of his confeflor. This conclufion of
the enterprize would have been more glorious to the
Englith ; but the event proved almoft equally fatal to the
Spaniards. A violent tempeft overtook the Armada after it
pafled the Orkneys: The fhips had already loft their an-
chors, and were obliged to keep to fea: The mariners,
unaccuftomed to {uch hardfhips, and not able to govern
fuch unwieldly veflels, yielded to the fury of the ftorm, and
allowed their fhips to drive either on the weftern ifles of
Scotland, or on the coaft of Ireland, where they were
miferably wrecked. Not a half of the navy returned to
Spain ; and the feamen, as well as foldiers, who remain-
ed, were fo overcome with hardfhips and fatigue, and fo
difpirited by gheir difcomfiture, that they filled all Spain
with accounts of the defperate valour of the Englith,
and of the tempeftuous violence of that ocean which
furroynds them,

2 SucH
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Sucw was the miferable and difhonourable conclufion € H 4 .
of an enterprize which had been preparing for three \_,_\‘,__,.
years, which had exhaufted the revenue and force of 1538.
Spain, and which had long filled all Europe with anxiety
or expectation. Philip, who was a flave to his ambition,
but had an entire command over his countenance, no
fooner heard of the mortifying event, which blafted all
his hopes, than he fell on bis knees, and rendering thanks

for that gracious difpenfation of Providence, exprefled his
joy, that the calamity was not greater. The Spanifth
priefts, who had fo often bleft this holy crufade, and fore-
told its infallible fuccefs, were fomewhat at a lofs to
account for the vi€tory gained over the catholic monarch

by excommunicated heretics and an execrable ufurper :
But they at laft difcovered, that all the calamities of the
Spaniards had proceeded from their allowing the infidel
Moors to live among them®,

SooN after the defeat and difperfion of the Spanifh Ar- 1559
mada, the queen fummoned a new parliament ; and receiv- sy
ed from them a fupply of two fubfidies and four fifteenths
payable in four years. This is the firft inftance that {ub-
fidies were doubled in one fupply; and fo unufual a

conceflion-was probably obtained from the joy of the pre-
fent fuccefs, and from the general fenfe of the queen’s
neceffities. Some members objeéted to this heavy charge,
on account of the great burthen of loans, which had
lately been impofed upon the nation .

Er1zaseTH forefaw, that this houfe of commons, like 4 parlia-
all the foregoing, would be governed by the puritans; ™t
and therefore, to obviate their enterprizes, fhe renewed,
at the beginning of the feflion, her ufual injunéion, that
the parliament fhould not, on any account, prefume to

e See note [CC] at the end of the volume. f See note [DD] at
the end of the volume,

treat
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. treat of matters ecclefiaftical. Notwithﬁanding this

ftri& inhibition, the zeal of one Damport moved him to

yrefent a bill to the commons for remedying f{piritual

I
orievances, and for reftraining the tyranny of the ecclefi«

>

e

aftical commiffion, which were certainly great : But when
Mr. Secretary Woley reminded the houfe of her majefty’s
commands, no one durft fecond the motion ; the bill was
not fo much as read ; and the fpeaker returned it to Dam-
port, without taking the leaft notice of it%. Some mem-
hers of the houfe, notwithftanding the general fubmif-
fion, were even committed to cuftody on account of this
attempt b,

The imperious conduct of Elizabeth appeared ftill
more clearly in another parliamentary tranfation. The
right of purveyance was an ancient prerogative, by
which the officers of the crown could at pleafure take
provifions f
counties, and could make ufe of the carts and carriages
of the farmers; and the price of thefe commodities and

or the houfehold from all the neighbouring
)

fervices was fixed and ftated. The payment of the mo-
ney was often diftant and uncertain ; and the rates, being
fixed before the difcovery of the Weft-Indies, were
much inferior to the prefent market price; fo that pur=
veyance, befides the flavery of it, was always regard-

ed as a great burthen, and being arbitrary and cafual,

was liable to great abufes, 'We may fairly prefume, that

)

the hungry courtiers "of Elizabeth, fupported by her
unlimited power, woul!d be fure to render this preroga=
tive very oppreflive to the people; and the commons had,
laft fefiion, found it neceflary to pafs a bill for regu-
Jating thefe exaclions : But the bill was loft in the houfe

of peersi. The cot

uance of the abufes bepat a new
attempt for redrefs; and the fame bill was now revived
again, and fent up to the houfe of peers, together with a

g D’Ewes, p. 438, b Strype’s Life of Whitgift, p, 280, Nealy
vol, i, p. 500, i

bill
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bill for fome new regulations in the court of exchequer, C H A P,
% XLII,

R Sovinc)

upper houfe, defiring them to appoint a committee for a  1589.

Soon after the commons received a meflage from the

conference. At this conference, the peers informed
them, that the queen, by a meflage, delivered by lord
Burleigh, had exprefled her difpleafure, that the com-
mons fhould prefume to touch on her prerogative, If there
were any abufes, fhe faid, either in impofing purveyance,
or in the pradtice of the court of exchequer, her nlajcﬁy
was both able and willing to provide due reformation ;
but would not permit the parliament to intermeddle in
thefe matters ¥, The commons alarmed at this intelli-
gence, appointed another committee to attend the queen,
and endeavour to fatisfy her of their humble and dutiful
intentions. Elizabeth gave a gracious reception to the
committee : She exprefled her great ineftimable loving care
towards her loving fubjets 5 which, fhe faid, was.greater
than of her own felf, or even than any of .them could
kave of themielves. She told them, that fhe had already
given orders for an enquiry into the abufes attending pur-
veyance, but the dangers of the Spanith invafion had
etarded the progrefs of the defign; that fhe had as
much fkill, will, and power to rule her houfehold as
any f{ubjelts whatfoever to govern theirs, and needed as
little the affiftance of her ncighbours ; that the exche-
quer was her chamber, confequently more near to her
than even her houfehold, and therefore the lefs proper for
them to intermeddle with; and that the would of her-
felf, with advice of her council and the judges, redrefs
every grievance in thefe matters, but would not permit
the commons, by laws moved without her privity, to
béreave her of the honour attending thefe regulations !,
The iffue of this matter was the fame that attended all
contefts between Elizabeth and her parliamentsa. She
% D’Ewes, p. 440. 1 Ibid. p. 444.
B Siriga e, ubi tu pullas, egovapulo tantum, Juven,

feems
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feems even to have been more imperious, in this particular,
than her predeceflors; at leaft, her more remote ones:
For they often permitted the abufes of purveyance ® to be
redrefled by law .’ Edward III. a very arbitrary prince,
allowed ten feveral ftatutes to be enated for that purpofe.

In fo great awe did the commons ftand of every cour-
tier, as well as of the crown, that they durft ufe no free-
dom of fpeech, which, they thought, would give the
leaft offence to any of them. Sir Edward Hobby fhewed
in the houfe his extreme grief, that, by fome great per-
fonage, not a mem‘ner of the houfe; he had been fharply
rebuked for fpeeches delivered in parliament: He craved
the favour of the houfe, and defired that fome of the
members might inform that great perfonage of his true
meaning and intention in thefe fpeeches P, The com-

ons, to obviate thefe inconveniencies, pafled a vote,
that no one fhould reveal the fecrets of the houfed.

TaE difcomfiture of the Armada had begotten in the
nation a kind of enthufiaftic paffion for enterprizes againft
Spain; and nothing feemed now impofiible to be atchlev-
ed by the valour and fortune of the Englith. Don An-
tonio, prior of Crato, a natural fon of the royal family
of Portugal, trufting to the averfion of his countrymen
againft the Caftilians, had advanced a claim to the
crown ; and‘ﬂying firft to France, thence to England,
had been encouraged both by Henry and Elizabeth in his
pretenfions. A defign was formed by the people, not
the court, of England to conquer the kingdom for Don
Antonio : Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Norris were
the leaders in this romantic enterprize: Near twenty

n See note [EE] at the end of the volume,
this head of purveyance,

o See the flatutes under
P D’Ewes, p. 432, 433,

9 Ana& was pafled this feffion, enforcing the former flatute, which im-
pofed twenty pounds a month on every one ablent from public worfhip: But
the penalty was reftrited to two thirds of the income of the recufants
29 Eliz, cap, 6,

thoufand
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thoufand volunteers * enlifted themfelves in the fervice: C H A P,

And fhips were hired, as well as arms provided, at the
charge of the adventurers. The queen’s frugality kept
her from contributing more than fixty thoufand pounds
to the expence; and fhe only allowed fix of her thips of
war to attend the expeditions. There was more {pirit
and bravery, than forefight or prudence, in the condu&
of this enterprize. The fmall ftock of the adventurers
did not enable them to buy either provifions or ammuni-
tion fufficient for fuch an undertaking : They even want-
ed veflels to ftow the numerous volunteers, who crowded
to them ; and they were obliged to feize by force fome
thips of the Hanfe Towns, which they met with at fea:
An expedient, which fet them fomewhat more at eafe in
point of rcom for their men, but remedied not the defi-
ciency of their provifionst, Had they failed directly to
Portugal, itis believed, that the good will of the people,
joined to the defencelefs ftate of the country, might have
enfured them of fuccefs: But hearing, ‘ that great prepa-
rations were making at the Groine, for the invafion of
England, they were induced to go thither, and deftroy
this new armament of Spain. They broke into the har-
bour; burned fome fhips of war, particularly one com-
manded by Recalde, vice-admiral of Spain; they defeated
an army of four or five thoufand men, which was af-
fembled to oppofe them ; they affaulted the Groine, and
took the lower town, which they pillaged; and they
would have taken the higher, though well fortified, had
they not found their ammunition and provifions begin-
ning to fail them, The young earl of Effex, a noble-

~

man of promifing hopes, who, fired with the thirft of

T Birch’s Memoirs of queen Elizabeth, vol, i, p. 61,  Monfon, p, 267
fays, that there were only fourteen thoufand foldi

s and four t

men in the whole on this tion : But the account-con

Eirch, is given by one of the moft confiderable of the ad
& Monfon, p. 267, t Ibid. p. 159,
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fecretly, unknown to the queen,
here joined the adventurers; and

t was then agreed by common confent to make fail for

, the main object of their énterprize.

Tue Englith landed at Paniche, a fea-port town,
twelve leagues from Lifbon ; and Norris led the army to
that capital, while Drake undertook to fail up the river,
and attack the city with united forces. By this time the
court of Spain had gotten leifure to prepare againt the
invafion. Forces were thrown into Lifbon : The Portu-
uefe were difarmed : All fufpe&ted perfons were taken
ito cuftody: And thus, though the inhabitants bore
oreat affeCtion to Don Antonio, none of them durft de-
zialrc in favour of the invaders, The Englith army,

o
i

however, made themfelves mafters of the fuburbs, which
abounded with riches of all kinds; but as they defired
to conciliate the affections of the Portuguefe, and were
more intent on honour than profit, they obferved a fhrict
difcipline, and abftained from all plunder. Meanwhile,
they found their ammunition and provifions much ex-
!xatlﬁed; they had not a fingle cannon to make a breach
in the walls; the admiral had not been able to pafs fome
fortrefles, which guarded the river ; there was no ap-
pearance of an infurreCtion in their favour; ficknefs,
from fatigue, hunger, and intemperance in wine and
fruits, had feized the army: So that it was found ne-
ceflary to make all poffible hafte to reimbark. They
were not purfued by the enemy; and finding, at the
mouth of the river, fixty fhips laden with naval ftores,
they feized them as lawful prize ; though they belonged
to the Hanfe Towns, a neutral power. They failed
thence to Vigo, which they took and burned ; and hava
ing ravaged the country around, they fet fail and arrived
in England. Above half of thefe gallant adventurers
perifhed by ficknefs, famine, fatigue, and the fword";

® Birch’s Memoirs, vol. i, ps 614
and
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and England reaped more honour than profit from thisC H A p,
= ‘ - XLIT.
extraordinary enterprize. It is computed, that eleven . Sy

1589,

hundred gentlemen embarked on board the fleet, and that
only three hundred and fifty furvived thofe multiplied
difafters *.

WHEN thefe thips were on their voyage homewards,
they met with the earl of Cumberland, who was out-
ward bound, with a fleet of feven fail, all equipped at
his own charge, except one thip of war, which the queen
had lent him. That nobleman fupplied Sir Francis
Drake with fome provifions ; a generofity which faved
the lives of many of Drake’s men, but for which the
others afterwards fuffered feverely. Cumberland failed
towards the Terceras, and took feveral prizes from the
enemy ; but the richeft, valued at a hundred thoufand
pounds, perifhed in her return, with all her cargo, near
St. Michael’s Mount in Cornwal. Many of thefe ad-
venturers were Killed in a rath attempt at the Terceras :
A great mortality feized the reft: And it was with diffi-
culty that the few hands, which remained, were able to
fteer the fhips back into harbour ’,

THouGH the fignal advantages, gained over the Span- ag:

iards, and the fpirit thence infufed into the Englith,
gave Elizabeth great fecurity during the reft of her reign,
the could not forbear keeping an anxious eye on Scot-
land, whofe fituation rendered its revolutions always of.
importance to her. It might have been expected, that
this high-fpirited princefs, who knew fo well to brave
danger, would not have retained that malignantjealouly'
towards her heir, with which, during the life-time of
Mary, fhe had been fo much agitated, James had in-
deed fucceeded to all the claims of his mother ; but he
had not fucceeded to the favour of the catholics, which

* Birch’s Memoirs, vsl, j, ps 61, ¥ Monfon, p. 161,

2 could
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C H A P. could alone render thefe claims dangerous”: And a3 the

, queen was now well advanced in years, and enjoyed an
uncontrouled authority over her fubjets, it was not
likely, that the king of Scots, who was of an indolent
unambitious temper, would ever give her any difturb-
ance in her pofleflion of the throne. Yet all thefe cir-
cumftances could not remove her timorous fufpicions:
And fo far from fatisfying the nation by a fettlement of
the fucceflion, or a declaration of James’s title, fhe was
as anxious to prevent every incident, which might any-
wife raife his credit, or procure him the regard of the
Englifh, as if he had been her immediate rival and com-
petitor. Moft of his minifters and favourites were her
penfioners; and as fhe was defirous to hinder him from
marrying and having children, fhe obliged them to throw
obftacles in the way of every alliance, even the moft
reafonable, which could be offered him; and during
fome years, fhe fucceeded in this malignant policy®. He
had fixed on the elder daughter of the king of Denmark,
who, being a remote prince and not powerful, could
give her no umbrage; yet did fhe fo artfully crofs this
negociation, that the Danith monarch, impatient of
delay, married his daughter to the duke of Brunfwick.
James then renewed his fuit to the younger princefs;
and #ill found obftacles from the intrigues of Elizabeth,
who, merely with a view of interpofing delay, propofed
to him the fifter of the king of Navarre, a princefs much
older than himfelf, and entirely .deftitute of fortune.
The young king, befides the defire of fecuring himfelf,
by the profpect of iflue, from thofe traiterous attempts,
too frequent among his fubjects, had been fo watched
by the rigid aufterity of the ecclefiaftics, that he had
another inducement to marry, which is na¢ fo ufual with
monarchs. His impatience therefore broke through all

z Winwood, vol. i, p. 41, a Melvil, p. 266, 177,

the




EL1IZABETH,

the politics of Elizabeth: The articles of mar

353

oe were C H A P,

XLII,

fettled : The ceremony was performed by px'ond, : And \.__\...__J

I

the princefs embarked for Scotland ; but was driven by
a ftorm into a port of Norway. This tempeft, and
fome others, which happened near the fame time, were
univerfally believed in Scotland and Denmark to have
proceeded from a combination of the Scottifh and Danifh
witches ; and the dying confeffion of the criminals was
fuppofed to put the accufation beyond all controv erfy b,
James, however, though a great believer in forcery, was
not deterred by this incident from talk king a voyage, in
order to conduc his bride home : He arrived in N orway
carried the queen thence to Copenhagen ; and" having
pafled the winter in that city, he brought her next :’}1‘21\;\_;
to Scotland, where they were Joyfully recei
people. Thc clergy alone, who never negleé v
portumty of vexing their prince, made oppofition to the
queen’s coronation, on account of the ceremony of anoint-
ing her, which, they alledged, was either a Jewith or a
popifh rite; and therefore utterly antichriftian and un-
lawful. But James was as much bent on the ceremony,
as they were averfe to it ; and after much controve
many intrigues, his authority, which had not often } 1ap-
pened, at laft prevailed over their o ppofition <.

{y and

b Mslgl] p. 180, ¢ Spotfwood
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a FTER a ftate of ereat anxiety and many difficul-

AN o

L 3 ties, Elizabeth had - mrt‘l reached a fituation,
where, thouch her affairs {’.:"l required attention, and
found cmp}\ymcm for her active fpirit, fhe was removed
: danger of any immediate revolution, and might
t'::c cfforts of her encmies with fome degree of
confidence and fecurity.  Her fuccefsful and prudent
i tion had gained her, together with the admira-

the affeGions of her own fubjets;

tion of forei S,

and after the death of the queen of Scots, even the

atholics, lmwcx'cr difcontented, pretended not to dif-
pute her title, or adhere to ‘ny other jpéffon as her
competitor. James, curbed by his fadlipus nobility and
ecclefiaftics, pofiefled at home very little authority; an and
was Sl;iicitous to remain on good terms with Elizabeth
and the Englith nation, in hopes that time, aided by his
patient tranquillity, would fecure him that rich fucceffion,
to which his birth entitled him. The Hollanders, though
overmatched in their conteft with Spain, {11l made an
obftinate refiftance; and fuch was their unconquerablc
antipathy to their old mafters, and fuch the prudent con=

duct of young Maurice, their governor, that the fubduing
of

6
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of that {mall territory, if at all poflible, muft be the work
of years, and the refult of many and great {uccefles,
Philip, who, in his powerful effort againft England, had
been tranfported by refentment and ambition beyond his
ufual cautious maxims, was now difabled, and fill meyre
difcouraged, from adventuring again on fuch hazardous
enterprizes. The fituation alfo of affairs in France be-
gan chiefly to employ his attention ; but notwithftanding
all his artifice, and force, and expence, the events in that
kingdom proved every day more contrary to his expeéta-
tions, and more favourable to the friends and confederates
of England.

THE violence of the league having conftrained Henry
to declare war againft the Hugonots, thefe rcligionii’tﬁ
feemed expofed to the utmoft danger; and Elizabeth,
fenfible of the intimate conneétion between her own in-
terefts and thofe of that party, had fupported the king of
Navarre by her negociations in Germany; and by large
fums of money, which fhe remitted for levying forces in
that country. 'This great prince, not difcouraged by the
fuperiority of his enemies, took the field ; and in the year
1587 gained at Coutras, a complete victory over the
army of the French king ; but as his allies, the Germans,
were at the fame time difcomfited by the army of the
league, under the duke of Guife, his fituation, not-
withftanding his victory, feemed {till as defperate as ever,
The chief advantage, which he reaped by this diverfity
of fuccefs, arofe from the diflentions, which, by that
means, took place among his enemies. The inhabitants
of Paris, intoxicated with admiration of Guife, and
ftrongly prejudiced againft their king, whofe intentions
had become fufpicious to them, took to arms, and obliged
Henry to fly for his fafety. That prince, diffembling his
refentment, entered into a negociation with the league ;
and having conferred many high offices on Guife and his

Aaz partizans,
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partizans, fummoned an affembly of the ftates at Blois,
on pretence of finding expedients to fupport the in-
tended war againft the Hugonots. The various fcenes
of perfidy and cruelty, which had been exhibited in
France, .md juftly begotten a mutual diffidence among
all parties ; yet Guife, trufting more to the timidity than
honour of tie king, rafhly put himfelf into the hands of

that monarch, and expeéted, by the afcendant of his own
genius, to make him 1ubm1t to all his exorbitant preten-
fions. Henry, though of an eafy difpofition, not fteady
to his refolutions, or even to his promifes, wanted nei-

' ther courage nor capacity ; and finding all his fubtilties

eluded by thewvigour of Guife, and even his throne
expoled to the moit imminent danger, he embraced more
violent counfels than were natural to him, and ordered
that prince and his brother, the cardinal of Guife, to be
aflaflinated in his palace.

Tuis cruel execution, which the neceffity of it alone
d excufe, had nearly proved fatal to the author, and

feemed at firft to plunge him into greater dangers than

vhich he fought to avoid, by taking vengeance on
his enemy. The partizans of the league were enflamed
with the utmoft rage againft him: The populace every
vhere, particularly at Paris, renounced allegiance to

e g
i

him : The ecclefiaftics and the preachers filled all places

with execrations againft his name : And the moft power-
ful cities and moft opulent provinces appeared to combine
in a refolution, either of renouncing monarchy, or of
changing their monarch. Henry, finding flender refources
among his catholic fubjects, was conftrained to enter into
a confederacy with the iiuqonots and the king of Na-
varre: He enlifted large bodies of Swifs infantry and
e 3 (e . Al 1 S . e
(German cavalry: And being fill fupported by his chief

nobility, he aflfemble

by all thefe means, an army of

£

near forty thoufand men, and advanced to the gates of

Paris,
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Paris, ready to cruth the league, and fubdue all his

encmies. The defperate lefolutlon of one man diverted ___

the courfe of thefe great events. Jaques Cle ement, a Do-
minican fryar, inflamed by that bloo ody fpirit of bigotry,
which diftinguithes this century and a great part of-the
following beyond all ages of the world, embraced the
refolution of facrificing his own life, in order to fave the
church from the perfecutions of a heretical tyrant, and
being admitted, under fome pretext, to the ki ng’s pre-
fence, he gave that prince a mortal wound, and was
immediately put to death by the courtiers, who haftily
revenged the murder of their fovereign. This memorable

incident happened on the firft of Auguft, 1589.

THE king of Navarre, next heir tothe crown, affumed
the government, by the title of Henry IV. but fuc-
ceeded to much greater difficulties than thofe which fur-
rounded his predeceffor. The prejudices, entertained
againft his religion, made a great part of the nobility
immediately defert him; and it was only by his promife
of hearkening to conferences and inftru®ion, that he
could engage any of the catholics to adhere to his un-
doubted title. The league, governed by the duke of
Mayenne, brother to Guife, gathered new force; and
the king of Spain entertained views, cither of difmem-=
bering the French monarchy, or of annexing the whole
to his own dominions. In thefe diftrefsful circumftances,
Henry addreffed himfelf to Elizabeth, and found her
well difpofed to contribute to his affiftance, and to op-
pofe the progrefs of the catholic lu;Je, and of Philip
her inveterate and dangerous enemics. To prevent the
defertion of his Swifs and German udxxliari:s, fhe made
him a prefent of twenty-two thoufand pounds; a greater
fum than, as he declared, he had ever feen before: And
fent him a reinforcement of four thoufand men, under
lord Willoughby, an officer of reputation, who joined
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the French at Dieppe. Strengthened by thefe fupplies,
Henry marched diretly to Paris; and having taken the
fuburbs, fword in hand, he abandoned them to be pil-
He employed this body of Englifh
and ftill found reafon to
praife their courage and fidelity.  The time of their
fervice being elapfed, he difmifled them with many high
commendations, Sir William Drury, Sir Thomas Bafker-
and Sir John Boroughs acquired reputation this’

laged by his foldiers.

in ‘many other enterprizes ;

ville,
campaign, and revived in France the ancient fame of
Englifh valour

THE army, w‘nch Henry next campaign led into the
field, was much inferior to that of the league; but as it
was compofed of the chief nobility of France, he feared
not to encounter his enemics in a pitched battle at Yvrée,
and he gained a complete victory over them. This fuc-
cefs enabled him to blockade Paris, and he reduced that
capital to the laft extremity of famine: When the duke
of Parma, in confequence of orders from Philip, marched
to the relief of the league, and obliged Henry to raife the
Having performed this important fervice, he
Low Countries ; and by his confummate

blockade.
retreated to the
fkill in the art of war, performed thefe long marches i
the face of the enemy, without affording the French mo-
narch that opportunity which he fought, of giving him
battle, or fo much as once putting his army in diforder.
The only lofs, which ‘he fuftained, was in the Low
Countries; where prince Maurice took advantage of his
abfence, and recovered fome places, which the duke of
Parma had formerly conquered from the States?.

THE fituation of Henry’s affairs, though promifing,
was not fo well advanced or eftablifhed as to make the
queen difcontinue her {uccours; and fhe was ftill more
confirmed in the refolution of fupporting him, by fome

d Ses

note [FF ] at the end of the volume.
advantages
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advantages gained by the king of Spain. The duke of € H A P

Mercceur, governor of Britanny, a prince of the houfe of o
Lorraine, had declared for the Insuc; and finding him-
felf hard prefled by Henry’s forces, he had been obl liged,
in order to fecure himfelf, to introduce fome Spanifh
troops into the fea-port towns of that province, Eliza-
beth was alarmed at the danger; and forefaw, that the
Spaniards, befides infefting the Englith commerce by

privateers, might employ thefe harbours as the feat of
their naval preparations, and might more eafily, from
that vicinity, than from Spain or Portugal, proje& an
invafion of England. She concluded, therefore, a new
treaty with Henrv in which fhe engaged to fend over
three thoufand men, to be cmplo"cd in the reduction of
Britanny, and fhe ftipulated that her charges fhould,
in a twelvemonth, or as foon as the enemy was expelled,
be refunded herc, Thefe forces were commanded by
Sir John Norris ; and under him ‘uy his brother Henry,
and by Anthony Shirley. Sir Roger Williams was
at the head of a fmall body whlch o'“ ifoned Dieppe :
And a fquadron of fhips, under the command of Sir
Henry Palmer, lay upon the coaft of France, and in-
tercepted all the vefiels belonging to the Spaniards or the
leaguers.

‘THE operations of war can very little be regulated be-
forehand by any treaty or agreement; and Henry, who
found it neceflary to lay afide the projeCted enterprize
againft Britanny, perfuaded the Englith commanders
join his army, and to take a fhare in the hoftilities,
which he carried into Picardy f. Notwithftanding the
difguft, which Elizabeth received from this difappoint-
from Normandy, and perfuaded her to fend over a new
body of four thoufand men, to affift him in that enter-

ment, he laid before her a plan for expelling the leaguers

¢ Camden, p. 561, f Rymer, tom, xiv. p. 116,

Aayg prize.
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.prize. The earl of Effex was appointed general of thefe
forces 3 a you r;‘:.’u‘::r‘.:;‘«n) who, by many exterior ac-
and ftill more real merit, was daily ads

ith Elizabeth, and feemed to occupy

e in ‘tions, which Leicefter, now de-
ceafed, had fo long enjoyed. Eflex, impatient for mili-
tary fame, was extremely uneafy to lie fome time at

e % -
Icppe U"“"‘p;c‘,ycd 3

ief and had not the orders, which he

received from his miftrefs,
ladly have accepted of Henry’s invitation,
e French army now in Champagne.
This plan of operations was alfo propofed to Elizabeth
F but fhe rejected it with great

by tf;e French ambaflador ;
‘vnd the tm‘e’xtened immediately to recall her

een fo pofitive, he would
and have

gladiy

marched to join the

afure:

fhould pelievere Ay longer in his prcfent

ninﬂ‘ but his own mlud-.

to nothing Urged by thefe mo-
the French king, at laft, led his army into Nor-
to Rotien, which he reduced to
great difficulties. But the league, unable of themfelves
to take the ficld againft him, had again recourfe to the
duke of Parma, who received orders to march to their re-
lief. He executed this enterprize with his ufual abilities
and fuccefs ; and, for the prefent, fruftrated all the pro-
jets of Henry and Elizabeth. This princefs, who kept
ftill in view the interefts of her own kingdom in all her
foreign tranfalions, was impatient, under thefe difap-

blamed Henry for his negligence in the exe-

tives,

mandy, and laid fiege
? <Y

fiel

pointments, b
cution of treaties, and complained, that the Englifh forces
were thruft foremoft in every hazardous enterprize®. It
is probable, however, that their own ardent courage, and
their defire of diftinguifhing themfelves in fo celebrated
a theatre of war, were the caufes why they fo often enjoys
ed this perilous honour,

2 ¢ Neonriat! 2.
& Birch’s Negociations, p, 5, Rymer, tom. xiv. pe 123. 340,
® Camden, p. 562.
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enterprizes, the queen was fenfible"how neceffary it was _
to fupport Henry againft the league and the Sp‘mum;;
and fhe formed a new treaty with him, in which they
agreed never to make peace with Philip, but by common
confent ; fhe promifed to fend him a new fupply of four
thoufand men ; and he flipulated to repay her charges in
a twelvemonth, to employ thefe forces, joined to a body
of French trocps, in an expedition againft Britanny, and
to confign into her hands a fea-port town of that pro-
vince, for a retreat to the Englith i, Henry knew the
impoflibility of executing fome of thefe articles, and the
imprudence of fulfilling others ; but finding them rigidly
infifted on by Elizabeth, he accepted of her fuccours,
and trufted that he might eafily, on fome pretence, be
able to excufe his failure in executing his part of the
treaty, This campaign was the leaft fuccefsful of all
thofe which he had yet carried on againft the league.

During thefe military operations in France, Eliza- Naval en-

beth employed her naval power againft Philip, and en-

(er;>r3zcs
againft

deavoured to intercept his Weft-Indian treafures, the Spain.

fource of that greatnefs, which rendered him fo formidable
to all his neighbours. She fent a {quadron of feven thips,
under the command of lord Thomas Howard, for this
fervice; but the king of Spain, informed of her purpofe,
fitted out a great force, of fifty-five fail, and difpatched
them to efcort the Indian fleet. They fell in with the
Englith fquadron ; ‘and by the courageous obitinacy of
Sir Richard Greenville, the vice-admiral, who rci’uﬁd to
make his efcape by flight, they took one veflel, the firft
Englifh fhip of war that had yet fallen into the } inds
of the Spaniards®, *The reft of the fquadron returned
fafely into England ; fruftrated of their expetations, but

1 Rymer, vol. xvi. p, 151, 168, 171, 173 k See note [GG] at
the end of the volume,
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ves with the idea that their attempt had
rer_fruitlefs in hurting the enemy. The
Indian ﬂu;“ had been fo long detained in the Havanna,
from the fear of the Englifh, that they were obliged at
laft to fet fail in an/improper feafon, and moft of them
perithed by fhipwreck, ere they reached the Spanifh har-
bours!. The earl of Cumberland made alike unfuccefs-
ful enterprize againft the Spanifh trade. He carried out
one fhip of the queen’s, and feven others, equipped at
his own expence; but the prizes, which he made, did
not compenfate the charges ™.

THE fpirit of thefe expenfiveand hazardous adventures
was very prevalent in England. Sir Walter Raleigh,
who had enjoyed great favour with the queen, finding his
intereft to decline, determined to recover her good graces
by fome important undertaking; and as his reputation
was high among his countrymen, he perfuaded great
numbers to engage with him as volunteers, in an attempt
on the Weft-Indies. The fleet was detained fo long in

the Channel by contrary winds, that the feafon was loft:
Raleigh was recalled by the queen: Sir Martin Frobifher
fucceeded to the command, and made a privateering
yoyage againft the Spaniards, He took one rich Carrack
near the Ifland of Flores, and deftroyed another”, About
the fame time, T'homas White, a Londoner, took two
Spanith thips, which, befides fourteen hundred chefts of
quickfilver, contained above two millions of bulls for
indulgences; a commodity ufelefs to the Englifh, but
which had coft the king of Spain three hundred thoufand
florins, and would haye been fold by him in the Indies
for five millions,

THrs war did great damage to Spain; but it was at-

tended with confiderable expence to England ; and Eli-

1 Monfon, p. 163. m Ibid, p. 16g. » Ibid, p. 165
Camder;, p. 56g.
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zabeth’s minifters computed, that fince the commence-C H A P,

ment of it, the had fpent in Flanders and France, and
on her naval expeditions, above one million two hundred
thoufand pounds©; a charge which, notwithftanding her
extreme frugality, was too burthenfome for her narrow
revenues to fupport. She fummoned, therefore, a parlia-

XLIII,

1592.

1593,

¥ % <is Feb. 19.
ment, in order to obtain fupply: But fhe either thought ," .2

parlias

her authority fo eftablithed, that fhe needed to make them ™t

no conceflions in return, or fhe rated her power and pre-
rogative above money: For there never was any parlia-
ment, whom fhe treated in a more haughty mannér,
whom fhe made more fenfible of their own weaknefs, or
whofe privileges the more openly violated. When the
fpeaker, Sir Edward Coke, made the three ufual requefts,
of freedom from arrefts, of accefs to her perfon, and of
liberty of fpeech; fhe replied to him, by the mouth of
Puckering, lord keeper, that liberty of {peech was granted
to the commons, but they muft know what liberty they
were entitled to; not a liberty for every one to fpeak
what he lifteth, or what cometh in his brain to utter;
their privilege extended no farther than a liberty of Aye
or No: That fhe enjoined the fpeaker, if he perceived
any idle heads fo negligent of their own fafety, as to at-
tempt reforming the church, or innovating in the com-
monwealth, that he fhould refufe the bills exhibited for
that purpofe, till they were examined by fuch as were
fitter to confider of thefe things, and could better judge
of them: That fhe would not impeach the freedom of
their perfons; but they muft beware, left, under colour
of this privilege, they imagined, that any neglet of their
duty could be covered or prote&ted: And that the would
not refufe them accefs to her perfon; provided it were
upon urgent and weighty caufes, and at times con-

o Strype, vol, iii,

venient,
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3 m':;*.r);'t:'_r:ti affairs of the realmere.

NoTWITHSTANDING the mcnacing and contemptuous

air of this fpeech, the intrepid and indefatigable Peter
Wentworth, not difcouraged by his former ill fuccefs,
ventured to tranfgrefs the imperial orders of Elizabeth.
He prefented to the lord keeper a petition, in which he
ed the upper houfe to join with the lower in a fup-

1;c3t1cn to her majefty, for entailing the fucceflion of

thc crown; and he declared, that he had a bill ready
e g hat u > '1“ H rethad .

prepared for that purpofe. his method of proceeding

fiiciently refpeiful and cautious; but the fubject

was always extremely  difagreeable to the queen, and

exprefsly prohibited any one from meddling

ntworth imm m‘.ate]y to the Tower;

o ~,

itted Sir Thomas Bromley, who had feconded him,

to the Fleet prifon, together with Stevens, and Welfh,
two members, to whom Sir Thomas had communicated
his intention 9. About a fortnight after, a motion was
made in the h&..uic, to petition the queen, for the releafe
of thefe members; but it was an{fwered by all the privy
counfellors there prefent, that her majefty had committed
them for caufes beft known to herfelf, and that to prefs
her on that head would only tend to the prejudice of the
ntlemen, whom they meant to ferve: She would re-
them whenever fhe thought proper, and would be
bette d to do it of her own proper motion, than
from their f'uggcﬁion'. The houfe willingly acquiefced
in this reafoning.

So arbitrary an act, at the commencement of the fef-
fion, might well reprefs all farther attempts for freedom:
But the religious zeal of the puritans, was not fo eafily
reftrained ; and it infpired a courage, which no human

P D'Ewes, p. 460, 469.
Townfend, p, 54+
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motive




ELIZABETH.

36

(¥4}

motive was able to furmount. Morrice, chancellor ofC)? A P,
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the dutchy, and attorney of the court of wards, made e

motion for redrefling the abufes in the bifhops® courts,
but above all, in the high commiffion ; where fubfcrip-~

tions, he faid, were exaled to articles at the pleafure of

the prelates ; where oaths were impofed, obliging perfons
to anf{wer to all queftions without diftinétion, even though
they thould tend to their own condemnation ; and where
every one, who refufed entire fatisfaction to the commif-
fioners, was imprifoned, without relief or remedy *,
This motion was feconded by fome members; but the
minifters and privy counfellors oppofed it; and foretold
the confequences which enfued. The queen fent for the
fpeaker ; and after requiring him to deliver to her Mor-
rice’s bill, fhe told him, that it was in her power to call
parliaments, in her power to diffolve them, in her power
to give aflent or diffent to any determination, which they
thould form : That her purpofe in fummoning this par-
liament was twofold, to have laws ena&ed for the farther
enforcement of uniformity in religion, and to provide for
the defence of the nation, againft the exorbitant power of
Spain: That thefe two points ought, therefore, to be the
object of their deliberations: She had enjoined them al-
ready, by the mouth of the lord keeper, to meddle nei-
ther with matters of ftate nor of religion ; and fhe won-
dered how any one could be fo affuming, as to attempt a
fubject fo exprefsly contrary to her prohibition: That
the was highly offended with this prefumption ; and took

the prefent opportunity to reiterate the commands given
by the keeper, and to require, that no bill, regarding

either ftate affairs, or reformation in caufes ccmcfa{’mca.,
be exhibited in the houfe: And that in particular fhe
charged the {peaker upon his allegiance, if any fuch bills
were offered, abfolutely to refufe them a reading, and
not fo much as permit them to be debated by the mem-

s D’Ewes, pi 474« Townfend, p, 6o,
bers,
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, to, without farther queftion.  Morrice was feized in the

houfe itfelf by a ferjeant at arms, difcharged from his
office of chancellor of the dutchy, incapacitated from any
pratice in his profeffion as a2 common lawyer, and kept
fome years prifoner in Tilbury caftle®.

THE queen having thus exprefsly pointed out, both
what the houfe fhould and fhould not do, the commons
were as obfequious to the one as to the other of her in-
junétions. = T'hey pafled a law againft recufants ; fucha
law as was fuited to the fevere chara&er of Elizabethand
to the perfecuting fpirit of the age. It was intitled, 4 aft
10 retain ber majefly’s fubjects in their due obedience and was
meant, as the preamble declares, to obviate fuch incon-
veniences and perils as might grow from the wicked prac-
tices of feditious feQaries and difloyal perfons: For thefe
two fpecies of criminals were always, at that time, con-
founded together, as equally dangerous to the peace of fo-
ciety. It was enaled, that any perfon, above fixteen
years of age, who obftinately refufed, during the fpace of
a month, to attend public worfhip, fhould be committed
to prifon; that, if, after being condemned for this of=
fence,
jure the realm ; and that, if he either refufe this condi-
tion, or return after banifhment, he thould fuffer capi-
tally as a felon, without benefit of clergy *. This law
bore equally hard upon the puritans and upon the catho-
lics ; and had it not been impofed by the queen’s authori-
ty, was certainly, in that refpet, much contrary to the

he perfift three months in his refufal, he muft ab-

private fentiments and inclinations of the majority in the
houfe of commons. Very little oppofition, however, ap=
pears there to have been openly made to it”.

THE

t D’Ewes, p. 474 47%.. Towafend, p. 68. v Heylin’s Hiftory

of the Prefbyterians, p. 320. X 45 Eliz. c. 1, :
y After enalting this ftatute, the clergy, in order to remove the odium
from themfelves, often tock care that recufants fhould be tried by the civil
judges
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"T'HE expences of the war with Spain, having reducedC H A P,
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the queen to great difficulties, the grant of fubfidies feems | ;

to have been the moft important bufinefs of this parlia-
ment ; and it was a fignal proof of the high fpirit of
Elizabeth, that, while confcious of a prefent dependance
on the commons, fhe opened the feflion with the moft
haughty treatment of them; and covered her weaknefs
under fuch a lofty appearance of fuperiority. The com-
mons readily voted two fubfidies and four fifteenths; but
this fum not appearing fufficient to the court, an unufual
expedient was fallen upon to induce them to make an en-
largement in their conceflions. The peers informed the
commons in a conference, that they could not give their
aflent to the fupply voted, thinking it too fmall for the
queen’s occafions : They therefore propofed a grant of
three fubfidies and fix fifteenths, and defired a farther
conference, in order to perfuade the commons to agree
to this meafure. The commons, who had acquired the
privilege of beginning bills of fubfidy, took offence at
this procedure of the lords, and at firft abfolutely rejected
the propofal : But being afraid, on refle@ion, that they
had, by this refufal, given offence to their fuperiors,
they both agreed to the conference, and afterwards voted
the additional fubfidy 7.

THE queen, notwithftanding this unufual conceflion
of the commons, ended the feflion with a fpeech, contain-
ing fome reprimands to them, and full of the fame high
pretenfions, which fhe had afflumed at the opening of the
parliament, She took notice, by the mouth of the keeper,
that certain members {pent more time than was neceflary,
by indulging themfelves in harangues and reafonings :

And fhe exprefled her difpleafure on account of their not

judges at the affizes, rather than by the ecclefiaftical commifioners. Strype’s
Ann, vol. iv. p. 264.
Zz D’Ewes, p. 483. 487, 488, Townfend, p, 66,
> Pr493: 407, 4 > P
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piying due reverence to privy counfellors, ¢ who,” fhe
told them, ¢ were not to be accounted as common knights
¢ and burcefles of the houfe, who are counfellors but
¢¢ during thc parliament : Whereas the others are ftand-
¢ ing counfellors, and for their wif{dom and great fervice
<¢ gre called to the council of the ftate?.”

n

The queen
alfo, in her own perfon, made the parliament a fpirited
harangue ; in which fhe {poke of the juftice and modera-
tion of her government, exprefled the fmall ambition fhe
had ever entertained of making conquefts, difplayed the
juft grounds of her quarrel with the king of Spain, and
difcovered how little the apprehended the power of that
monarch, even though he fhould make a greater effort
againft her than that of his Invincible Armada. ¢ Butl
¢« am informed,” added fhe, ¢ that when he attempted
<¢ this laft invafion, fome upon the fea-coaft forfook their
¢ towns, fled up higher into the country, and left ail
¢t naked and expofed to his entrance : But I {wear unto
¢¢ you, by God, if I knew thofe perfons, or may know
¢¢ .of any that fhall do fo hereafter, 1 will make them feel
¢ what it is to be fo fearful in fo urgent a caufe ®.” By
this menace, fhe probably gave the people to underftand,
that fhe would execute martial law upon fuch cowards:
For there was no ftatute, by which a man could be
punifhed for changing his place of abode.

THE king of France, though he had hitherto made
war on the league with great bravery and reputation,
though he had this campaign gained confiderable advan-
tages over them, and though he was affifted by a confi-
derable body of Englith under Norris, who carried hofti=
lities into the heart of Britanny; was become fenfible,
that he never could, by force of arms alone, render
himfelf mafter of his kingdom. The nearer he feemed

a D’Ewes, p. 406, Townfend, Pr 47+ b D’Ewes, p. 466,
Townfend, p 48.
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by his military fucceffes to approach to a full poffeffion of C;’ ‘]\I Py
the throne, the more difcontent and jealoufy arofe among — —s
thofe Romanifts who adhered to him; and a party was ¥593
formed in his own court to eleét fome catholic monarch of
the royal blood, if Henry fhould any longer refufe to fatisfy
them by declaring his converfion. This excellent prince
was far from being a bigot to his fect; and as he deemed
thefe theological difputes entirely fubordinate to the public
good, he had fecretly determined, from the beginning, to
come, fome time or other, to the refolution required of
him, He had found, on the death of his predeceflor, that
the hugonots, who formed. the braveft and moft faithful
part of his army, were fuch determined zealots, that, if
he had, at that time, abjured their faith, they would
inftantly have abandoned him to the pretenfions and
ufurpations of the catholics. The more bigotted catho-
lics, he knew, particularly thofe of the league, had
entertained fuch an unfurmountable prejudice againtt his
perfon, and diffidence of his fincerity, thateven his ab-
juration would not reconcile them to his title; and he
muft either expect to be entirely excluded from the threne,
or be admitted to it on fuch terms as would leave him
little more than the mere fhadow of royalty, In this
delicate fituation he had refolved to temporize ; to retain
the hugonots by continuing in the profeffion of their reli-
gion ; to gain the moderate catholics by giving them
hopes of his converfion ; to attach both to his perfon by
condu&t and fuccefs ; and he hoped, either that the ani-
mofity, arifing from war againft the league, would make
them drop gradually the queftion of religion, or that he
might, in time, after fome vi€ories over his enemies and
fome conferences with divines, make finally, with more
decency and dignity, that abjuration, which muft have
appeared, at firft, mean, as well as fufpicious to both
parties.

Yo, V. Bb WHEN
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C H A P. WHEN the people are attached to any theological tenets,

\_)_(_LV__Jmcrdy from a general perfuafion or prepofleflion, they are

quriv?v eafily induced; by any motive or authority, to change

emin) oo " their faith in thefé myfterious fubjeéis ; as appears from

‘L E”};‘”;'_““f the example of the Englith, who, during fome reigns,
ufually embraced, without fcruple, the ftill varying reli-
gion of their fovereigns. But the French nation, where
principles had f{o long been difplayed as the badges of
faGion, and where each party had fortified its belief by an
animofity againft the other, were not found fo pliable or
inconftant ; and Henry was at laft convinced, that the
catholics of his party would entirely abandon him, if he
gave them not immediate fatisfattion in this particular.
The hugonots alfo, taught by experience, clearly faw,
that his defertion of them was become abfolutely neceflary
for the public fettlement ; and fo general was this perfuas
fion among them, that, as the duke of Sully pretends,
even the divines of that party purpofely allowed themfelves
to be worfted in the difputes and conferences ; that the
king might more readily be convinced of the weaknefs of
their caufe, and might more cordially and fincerely, at
leaft more decently, embrace the religion, which it was
fo much his intereft to believe. If this felf-denial, in fo
tender a point, fhould appear incredible and fupernatural
in theologians, it will, at leaft, be thought very natural,
that a prince, fo little inftructed inthefe matters as Henry,
and defirous to preferve his fincerity, fhould infenfibly
bend his opinion to the neceffity of his affairs, and fhould
believe that party to have the beft arguments, who could
alone put him in pofleflion of a kingdom. All circum-
ftances, therefore, being prepared for this great event,
that monarch renounced the proteftant religion, and was
folemnly received, by the French prelates of his partys
into the bofom of the church,

EL1ZABETH,
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ErizareTH, who was, herfelf, attached to the pro- C;LSI P.
teftants, chiefly by her interefts and the circumftances of i
her birth, and who feems to have entertained fome pro- 1593
penfity, during her whole life, to the catholic fuperfti-
tion, at leaft to the ancient ceremonies, yet pretended, to
be extremely difpleafed with this abjuration of Henry ;
and fhe wrote him an angry letter, reproaching him with
this interefted change of his religion, Scx;hblc, however,
that the league and the king of Spain were ftill their com-
mon enemies, fhe hearkened to his apologies ; continued
her fuccours both of men and money ; and formed a new
treaty, in which they mutually ftipulated never to make
peace but by common agreement.

THE intrigues of Spain were not limited to France and Scotch
England : By means of the never failing pretence of re- "%
ligion, joined to the influence of money, Philip excited
new diforders in Scotland, and gave frefh alarms to
Elizabeth. George Ker, brother to lord Newbottle, had
been taken, while he was pafling fecretly into Spain ; and
papers were found about him, by which a dangerous
confpiracy of fome catholic noblemen with Philip was
difcovered. The earls of Angus, Errol, and Huntley,
the heads of three potent families, had entcred into a
confederacy with the Spanith monarch: And had ftipu-
lated to raife all their forces ; to join them to a body of
Spanifh troops, which Philip promifed to fend into
Scotland ; and after re-eftablithing the catholic religion
in that kingdom, to march with their united power, in
order to effeCt the fame purpofe in England ¢. Gra-
ham of Fintry, who had alfo entered into this confpiracy,
was taken, and arraigned, and executed. Elizabeth fent
lord Borough ambaflador into Scotland, and exhorted the
king to exercife the fame feverity on the three earls, to

confifcate their eftates, and by annexing them to the

€ Spotfwond, p.391. Rymer, tom. xvi, ps 1g0.
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i C H A P. crown, both encreafe his own demefnes, and fet an

example to all his fubjets of the dangers attending treafon
and rebellion. The advice was certainly rational, but
not ealy to be executed by the fmall revenue and limited
zmthmft_y of James. He defired, therefore, fome fupply
from her of men and money ; but though fhe had reafon
to deem the profecution of the three popifh earls a com-
mon caufe, fhe never could be prevailed on to grant him
the leaft affitance. The tenth part of the expence, which
fhe beftowed in fupporting the French king, and the
States, would have fufficed to execute this purpofe, more
immediately eflential to her fecurity ¢: But the feems ever
to have borne fome degree of malignity to James, whom
{he hated, both as her heir, and as the fon of Mary, her
hated rival and competitor.

So far from giving James affiftance to profecute the
catholic confpirators, the queen rather contributed to en-
creafe his inquietude, by countenancing the turbulent dif-
pofition of the earl of Bothwel ¢, a nobleman defcended
from a natural fon of James V. Bothwel more than once
attempted to render himfelf mafter of the king’s perfon ;
and being expelled the kingdom for thefe traiterous enter
prizes, he took fhelter in England, was fecretly protected
by the queen, and lurked near the borders, where his
power lay, with a view of ftill committing fome new vio-
lence. He fucceeded at laft in an attempt on the king;
and by the mediation of the Englifh ambaffador, im-
pofed difhonourable terms upon that prince: But James,
by the authority of the convention of States, annulled
this agreement as extorted by violence; again expelled
Bothwel ; and obliged him to take fhelter in England.
Elizabeth, pretending ignorance of the place of his retreat,
never executed the treaties, by which fhe was bound to
deliver up all rebels and fugitives to the king of Scot-

d Spotfweod, p, 393. Rymer, tom, xvi, Pi 235 e Spotfwood;
P: 257; 258,
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land. During thefe diforders, encreafed by the refradtory C ;U-‘]\LP-
difpofition of the ecclefiaftics, the profecution of the o
catholic earls remained in fufpence; but at laft the par-  ¥59%-
liament pafled an act of attainder againft them, and the

king prepared himfelf to execute it by force of arms.

The noblemen, though they obtained a victory over the

ear] of Argyle, who afted by the king’s commiffion,

found themfelves hard prefled by James himfelf, and

agreed, on certain terms, to leave the kingdom. Both- .
wel, being detected in a confederacy with them, forfeited

the favour of Elizabeth; and was obliged to take fhelter,

firft in France, then in Italy, where he died, fome years

after, in great poverty,

THE eftablifhed authority of the queen fecured her
from all fuch attempts as James was expofed to from the
mutinous difpofition of his fubjets; and her enemies
tound no other means of giving her domeftic difturbance
than by fuch traiterous and perfidious machinations, as
ended in their own difgrace, and in the ruin of their cri-
minal inftruments, Roderigo Lopez, a Jew, domeftic
phyfician to the queen, being imprifoned on fufpicion,
confefled, that he had received a bribe to poifon her from
Fuentes and Ibarra, who had fucceeded Parma lately de-
ceafed, in the government of the Netherlands; but he
maintained, that he had no other intention than to cheat
Philip of his money, and never meant to fulfil his engage-
ment. He was, however, executed for the confpiracy ; and
the queen complained to Philip of thefe dithonourable at-
tempts of his minifters, but could obtain no fatisfaion f.
Yorkand Williams, two Englifh traitors, were afterwards
executed for a confpiracy with Ibarra, equally atrocious &,

InsTEAD of avenging herfelf, by retaliating in a like
manner, Elizabeth fought a more honourable vengeance,

f Camden, p. 577. Birch’s Negot, p. 15. Bacon, vol, iv. p. 381,
£ Camden, p. 582,
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C H A P.by fupporting the king of France, and affiting himin
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iy finally breaking the force of the league, which, after the
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converfion of that monarch, went daily to decay, and
was threatened with fpeedy ruin and diffolution. . Norris
commanded the Englith forces in Britanny, and affifted
at the taking of Morlaix, Quimpercorentin, and Breft,
towns garrifoned by Spanifh forces. In every a&ion,
the Englifh, though they had fo long enjoyed domeftic
PC
queen, though herfelf a heroine, found more frequent

difcovered a fir

e ong military difpofition ; and the

3

to reprove her generals for encouraging thei
temerity, than for countenancing their fear or caution:

Sir Martin Frob

r, ner brave admiral, perifhed, with
many others, before Breft. Morlaix had been promifed
to the Englith for a place of retreat; but the duke
d’Aumont, the French general, eluded this promife, by
making it be inferted in the capitulation, that none bat
catholics fhould be admitted into that city.

NEexT campaign, the French king, who had long car-
ried on hoftilities with Philip, was at laft provoked, by
the taking of Chatelet and Dourlens, and the attack of
Cambray, to declare war againft that monarch. Eliza-
beth being threatened with a new invafion in England,
and with an infurretion in [reland, recalled moft of her
forces, and fent Norris to command in this latter king-
dom. Finding alfo, that the French lcague was almoft
entirely difiolyed, and that the moft confiderable leaders
had made an accommodation with their prince, fhe
thought, that he could well fupport himfelf by his own
force and valour ; and fhe began to be more {paring, in
his caufe, of the blood and treafure of her fubjeéls.

Some difgufts, which fhe had received from the States,
joined to the remonftrances of her frugal minifter Bur-

h Camden, p. 578. 1
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leigh, made her alfo inclined to diminifh her charges onc}?‘ 11?1 e.

that fide; and fhe even demanded, by her ambaflader, ;
Sir Thomas Bodley, to be reimburfed all the money, 1596.
which fhe had expended in {upporting them. The States,
befides alledging the conditions of the treaty, by which
they were not bound to repay her, till the conclufion
of a peace, pleaded their prefent poverty and diftrefs,
the great fuperiority of the Spaniards, and the difficulty
in fupporting the war; much more in faving money to
difcharge their incumbrances. After much negociation,
a new treaty was formed; by which the States engaged
to free the queen immediately from the charge of the
Eanglith auxiliaries, computed at forty thoufand pounds
a-year; to pay her annually twenty thoufand pounds
for fome years; to affift her with a certain number of
thips ; and to conclude no peace or treaty without her
confent, They alfo bound themfelves, on finithing a
peace with Spain, to pay her annually the fum of a
hundred thoufand pounds for four years; but on this
condition, that the payment fhould be in lieu of all de-
mands, and that they fhould be fupplied, though at their
own charge, with a body of four thoufand auxiliaries

from England i

THE queen fill retained in her hands the cautionary
towns, which were a great check on the rifing power of
the States; and fhe committed the important truft of
Flufhing to Sir Francis Vere, a brave officer, who had
diftinguithed himfelf by his valour in the Low Coun-
tries. She gave him the preference to Effex, who expect-
ed fo honourable a command ; and though this nobleman
was daily rifing both in reputation with the people, and
favour with herfelf, the queen, who was commonly re-
ferved in the advancement of her courtiers, thought pro-

per, on this occafion, to give him a refufal. Sir Thomas
i Camden, p. 536,
Bba Bafkerville
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C H A P. Bafkerville was fent over to France at the head of two

i XLIII

\ ,thoufand Englith, with which Elizabeth, by a new

1596.  treaty concluded with Henry, engaged to fupply that

prince, Some ftipulations for mutual affiftance were

formed by the treaty ; and all former engagements were
renewed,

1597, THis body of Englith were maintained at the expence
of the French king ; yet did Henry efteem the fupply of
confiderable advantage, on account of the great reputa-
tion acquired by the Englifh, in fo many fortunate enter-
prizes, undertaken againft the common enemy. In the
great battle of Tournholt, gained this campaign by prince
Maurice, the Englifh auxiliaries, under Sir Francis Vere
and Sir Robert Sydney, had acquired honour; and the
fuccefs of that day was univerfally afcribed to their difci-
pline and valour,

Naval en- Troucr Elizabeth, at a confiderable expence of
SIS blood and treafure, made war againit Philip in France and
the Low Countries, .the moft fevere blows, which fhe
gave him, were by thofe naval enterprizes, which either
fhe or her fubjeéls fcarcely ever intermitted during one
feafon. In 1594, Richard Hawkins, fon of Sir John,
the famous navigator, procured the queen’s commiffion,
and failed with three fhips to the South Sea by the ftraits
of Magellan : But his voyage proved unfortunate, and he
himfelf was%aken prifoner on the coaft of Chili. James
Lancafter was fupplied the fame year with three thips and
a pinnace by the merchants of London ; and was more
fortunate in his adventure, He took thirty nine fhips of
the enemy ; and not content with this fuccefs, he made
an attack on Fernambouc in Brazil, where, he knew,
great treafures were at that time lodged. As he approached
the fhore, he faw it lined with great numbers of the enemy;

i but no-wife daunted at this appearance, he placed the

ftouteft
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frouteflt of his men in boats, and ardered them to row
with fuch violence, on the landing place, as to {plitthem
in pieces. By this bold action, he both deprived his men
of all refource but in viftory, and terrified the enemy,
who fled after a fhort refiftance. He réturned home with
the treafure, which he had fo bravely acquired, In 1595,
Sir Walter Raleigh, who had anew forfeited the queen’s
friendfhip by an intrigue with a maid of honour, and who
had been thrown into prifon for this mifdemeanor, no
fooner recovered his liberty, than he was puthed, by his
aftive and enterprizing genius, to attempt fome great
action. The fuccefs of the firft Spanith adventurers
againft Mexico and Peru had begotten an extreme avidity
in Europe; and a prepofleffion univerfally took place, that,
in the inland parts of South America, called Guiana, a
country as yet undifcovered, there were mines and
treafures far exceeding any which Cortes or Pizzaro
had met with. Raleigh, whofe turn of mind was
{omewhat romantic and extravagant, undertook at his own
charge the difcovery of this wonderful country. Having
taken the fmall town of St. Jofeph in the ifle of T'ri-
nidado, where he found no riches, he left his thip, and
failed up the river Oroonoko in pinnaces, but without
meeting any thing to anfwer his expeations. On his
return, he publithed an account of the country, full of
the grofleft and moft palpable lies, that were ever at-
tempted to be impofed on the credulity of mankind k,
THe fame year, Sir Francis Drake and Sir John
Hawkins undertook a more important expedition againft
the Spanifh fettlements in America; and they carried
with them fix fhips of the queen’s and twenty more,
which either were fitted out at their own charge, or
were furnifhed them by private adventurers, Sir Tho-
mas Bafkerville was appointed commander of the land

k Camden, p. 584,
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fign was to attempt Porto Rico, where, they knew, a
rich carrack was at that time ftationed ; but as they had
not preferved the requifite fecrefy, a pinnace, having
ftrayed from the fleet, was taken by the Spaniards, and
betrayed the intentions of the Englith. Preparations
were made in that ifland for their reception; and the
Englifh fleet, notwithftanding the brave aflault, which
they made on the enemy, was repulfed with lofs. Haw-
kins foon after died ; and Drake purfued his voyage to
Nombre di Dios, on the ifthmus of Darien; where,
having landed his men, he attempted to pafs forward to
Panama, with aview of plundering that place, or, if he
found fuch a fcheme practicable, of keeping and fortify-
ing it. But he met not with the fame facility, which
had attended his firft enterprizes in thofe parts., The
Spaniards, taught by experience, had every where forti-
fied the pafles, and had ftationed troops in the woods;
who fo infefted the Englith by continual alarms and
{kirmifhes, that they were obliged to return, without
being dble to effe any thing. Drake himfelf, from
the intemperance of the climate, the fatigues of his
journey, and the vexation of his difappointment, was
feized with a diftemper, of which he foon after died.
Sir Thomas Bafkerville took the command of the fleet,
which was in a weak condition; and after having fought
a battle near Cuba with a Spanith fleet, of which the
event was not decifive, he returned to England., The
Spaniards fuffered fomelofs from this enterprize ; but the
Englifh reaped no profit !,

Tue bad fuccefs of this enterprize in the Indies made
the Englifh rather attempt the Spanifh dominions in Eu-
rope, where, they heard, Philip was making great pre-
parations for a new invafion of England, A powerful

I Monfon, p, 167.
fleet
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fleet was equipped at Plymouth confifting of a hundred
and feventy veflels, feventeen of which were capital
thips of war; the reft tenders and fmall veflels: Twenty
fhips were added by the Hollanders. In this fleet there
were computed to be embarked fix thoufand three hundred
and fixty foldiers, a thoufand volunteers, and fix thou-
fand feven hundred and feventy-two feamen, befide the
Dutch. The land forces were commanded by the earl
of Effex: The navy by lord Effingham, high admiral.
Both thefe commanders had expended great fums of their
own in the armament: For fuch was the {pirit of Eliza-
beth’s reign. Lord Thomas Howard, Sir Walter Ra-
leigh, Sir Francis Vere, Sir George Carew, and Sir
Coniers Clifford had commands in this expedition, and
were appointed council to the general and admiralm,

THE fleet fet {ail on the firft of June 1596; and meet-
ing with a fair wind, bent its courfe to Cadiz, at which
place, by fealed orders delivered to all the captains, the
general rendezvous was appointed. They fent before
them fome armed tenders, which intercepted every fhip,
that could carry intelligence to the enemy ; and they
themfelves were fo fortunate when they came near Cadiz,
as to take an Irith veflel, by which they learned, that
that port was full of merchant fhips of great value, and
that the Spaniards lived in perfect fecurity, without any
apprehenfions of an enemy. This intelligence much
encouraged the Englifh flcet, and gave them the profpe&t
of a fortunate iflue to the enterprize.

AFTER a fruitlefs attempt to land at St. Sebaftian’s on
the weftern fide of the ifland of Cadiz; it was, upon
deliberation, refolved by the council of war to attack
the fhips and gallies in the bay, This attempt was
deemed rafh; and the admiral himfelf, who was cautious
in his temper, had entertained great fcruples with regard

m Camden, p. 591,
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CHAP.to it: But Effex firenuouily recommended the enter-

t XU”L_, prize ; and when he found the refolution at laft taken,
¥597. he threw his hat into the fea, and gave {ymptoms of the

moft extravagant joy. He felt, however, a great morti-
fication, when Effingham informed him, that the queen,
anxious for his fafety, and dreading the effe@s of his
youthful ardour, had fecretly given orders, that he fhould
not be permitted to command the van in the attacks,
That duty was performed by Sir Walter Raleigh and lord
Thomas Howard ; but Effex no fooner came within reach
of the enemy, than he forgot the promife, which the
2dmiral had exa&ed from him, to keep in the midft of
the fleet; he broke through and prefled forward into the
thickeft of the fire. Emulation for glory, avidity of
plunder, animofity againft the Spaniards, proved incen-
tives to every one; and the enemy was foon obliged to
flip anchor, and retreat farther into the bay, where they
ran many of their fhips aground. Effex then landed his
men at the fort of Puntal; and immediately marched to
the attack of Cadiz, which the impetuous valour of the
Englith foon carried fword in hand. The generofity of
Efiex, not inferior to his valour, made him ftop the
flaughter, and treat his prifoners with the greateft hu-
manity, and even affability and kindnefs. The Englifh
made rich plunder in the city; but miffed of a much
richer by the refolution, which the duke of Medina, the
Spanifh admiral, took of fetting fire to the fhips, in or-
der to prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy.
Tt ‘was computed, that the lofs, which the Spaniards
{uftained in this enterprize, amounted to twenty millions
of ducats®; befides the indignity, which that proud and
ambitious people fuffered from the facking of oneof their
chief cities, and deftroying in their harbour a fleet of fuch
force and value.

» Monfon, p, 166, © Birch’s Memoirs, vol. il. |
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hundred men and three months provifions, to defend the
place, till fuccours fhould arrive from England: But all
the other feamen and foldiers were fatisfied with the
honour, which they had acquired; and were impatient to
return home, in order to fecure their plunder. Every
other propofal of Effex to annoy the enemy met with a
like reception ; his fcheme for intercepting the carracks
at the Azores, for aflaulting the Groine, for taking St.
Andero, and St. Sebaftian : And the Englith, finding it
fo difficult to drag this impatient warrior from the
enemy, at laft left him on the Spanith coaft, attended
by very few fhips. He complained much to the queen,
of their want of fpirit in this enterprize ; nor was fhe
pleafed, that they had returned without attempting to
intercept the Indian fleet?; but the great fuccefs, in
the enterprize on Cadiz, had covered all their mifcar-
riages: And that princefs, though fhe admired the lofty
genius of Effex, could not forbear exprefling an eftcem
for the other officersd. The admiral was created earl
of Nottingham; and his promotion gave great difguft
to Efx . In the preamble of the patent it was faid,
that the new dignity was conferred on him on account of
his good fervices in taking Cadiz, and deftroying the
Spanifh thips ; a merit which Effex pretended to belong
folely'to himfelf: And he offered to maintain this plea
by fingle combat againft the earl of Nottingham, or his
fons, or any of his kindred.

THE atchievements in the fubfequent year proved not
fo fortunate; but as the Indian fleet very narrowly efcaped
the Englith, Philip had ftill reafon to fee the great hazard
and difadvantage of that war in which he was engaged,

P Birch’s Memoirs, vol, il. p. 121, 2 Camden, p, 593. t Sidney
Rapers, vol, ii, p. 77.
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and the fuperiority which the Engliﬂl, by their naval
power and their fituation, had acquired over him. The
queen, having reccived intelligence, that the Spaniards,
though their flects were fo much thattered and deftroyed,
by the expedition to Cadiz, were preparing a fquadron
at Ferrol and the Groine, and were marching troops
thither, with a view of making a defcent in Ireland,
was refolved to prevent their enterprize, and to deftroy
the fhipping in thefe harbours. She prepared a large
flect of a hundred and twenty fail, of which feventeen
were her own thips, forty-three were fmaller veflels,
and the reft tenders and vituallers: She embarked on
board this fleet five thoufand new-levied foldiers, and
added a thoufand veteran troops, whom Sir Francis Vere
brought from the Netherlands. The earl of Effex, com-
mander in chief, both of the Jand and fea forces, was at
the head of one fquadron: Lord Thomas Howard was ap-
pointed vice-admiral of another; Sir Walter Raleigh of
the third : Lord Mountjoy commanded the land forces
under Effex: Vere was appointed marfhal : Sir George
Carew lieutenant of the ordnance, and Sir Chriftopher
Blount firft colonel. The earls of Rutland and South-
ampton, the lords Grey, Cromwell, and Rich, with feveral
other perfons of diftinttion, embarked as volunteers, Ef-
fex declared his refolution either to deftroy the new Arma-
da, which threatened England, or to perifh in the attempt.

Tuis powerful fleet fet fail from Plymouth ; but were
no fooner out of harbour than they met with a furious
ftorm, which fhattered and difperfed them; and before
they could be refitted, Effex found, that their proyifions
were fo far {pent, that it would not be fafe to carry fo
numerous an army along with him. He difmifled, there-
fore, all the foldiers, except the thoufand veterans under
Vere; and laying afide all thoughts of attacking Ferrol
or the Groine, he confined the object of his expedition

to
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to the intercepting of the Indian fleet; which had at firfkC H A P.

been confidered only as the fecond enterprize which he
was to attempt,

THE Indian fleet, in that age, by reafon of the imper=~
fection of navigation, had a ftated courfe, as well as
feafon, both in their going out, and in their return; and
there were certain iflands, at which, as at fixed ftages, they
always touched, and where they took in water and pro-
vifions. The Azores, being one of thefe places, where,
about this time, the fleet was expe@ed, Effex bent his
courfe thither; and he informed Raleigh, that he, on
his arrival, intended to attack Fayal, one of thefe iflands.
By fome accident the fquadrons were feparated ; and
Raleigh arriving firft before Fayal, thought it more pru-
dent, after waiting fome time for the general, to begin
the attack alone, left the inhabitants fhould, by farther
delay, have leifure to make preparations for their defence.
He fucceeded in the enterprize; but Effex, jealous of
Raleigh, exprefled great difpleafure at his conduét, and
conflrued it as an intention of robbing the general of the
glory which attended that action: He cathiered, there-
fore, Sydney, Bret, Berry, and others, who had con-
curred in the attempt; and would have proceeded to
inflict the fame punifthment on Raleigh himfelf, had not
lord Thomas Howard interpofed with his good offices, and
perfuaded Raleigh, though high-fpirited, to makc fube
miffions to the general. Effex, who was placable, as well
as halty and paffionate, was foon appeafed, and both re-
ceived Raleigh into favour, and reftored the other officers
to their commands®, This incident, however, though
the quarrel was feemingly accommodated, laid the firft
foundation of that violent animofity, which afterwards
took place between thefe two gallant commanders.

¢ Monfon, p, 173,
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Essex made next a difppfition proper for intercepting
he Indian galleons; and §ir William Monfon, ‘whofe
ftation was the moft remote of the fleet, having fallen
in with them, made the dgnals which had been agreed
on. That able officer, inhis Memoirs, afcribes Effex’s
failure, when he was fo near attaining fo mighty an
advantage, to his want of:xperience in feamanthip; and
the account which he gves of the errors committed
by that nobleman, appeas very reafonable as well as
candid®, The Spanifh flet, finding that the enemy was
upon them, made all the fail pofiible to the Terceras,
and got into the fafe and vell fortified harbour of Angra,
before the Englifh fleet caild overtake them. Effex in-
tercepted only three fhips ; which, however, were fo rich
as to repay all the chargesof the expedition.

THE caufes of the mifiarriage in this enterprize were
much canvafled in England, upon the return of the fleet;
and though the courtiers took part differently, as they
affeGed either Effex or Rileigh, the people, in general,
who bore an extreme regad to the gallantry, fpirit, and
generofity of the former, were inclined to juftify every
circumftance of his condud. The queen, who loved the
one as much as fhe eftemed the other, maintained a
kind of neutrality, and eideavoured to fhare her favours
with an impartial hand béween the parties. Sir Robert
Cecil, fecond fon of lor¢ Burleigh, was a courtier of
promifing hopes, much cainected with Raleigh ; and the
made him fecretary of fhite, preferably to Sir Thomas
Bodley, whom Effex reconmended for that office. But
not to difguft Effex, fhe yromoted him to the dignity of
earl Marfhal of England; an office which had been va-
cant fince the death of tie earl of Shrewfbury. Effex
might perceive from this onduc, that fhe never intended
to give him the entire ifcendant over his rivals, and

4 Morfon’ P 1740
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might thence learn the necefliy of moderation and cau-C H A P.
St : ! L R T
tion. But his temper was to high for fubmiffion; his
behaviour too open and candic to pralife the arts of a 13597,
court; and his free fallies, wiile they rendered him but
more amiable in the eyes of yood judges, gave his ene-
migs many advantages againft 1im.

THE war with Spain, thoigh f{uccefsful, having ex- 24th O&,
haufted the queen’s exchequer, fhe was obliged to affemble
a parliament; where Yelvertn, a lawyer, was chofen
fpeaker of the houfe of conmons®. Elizabeth 'took
care, by the mouth of Sir Thimas Egerton, lord keeper,
to inform this aflembly of theneceflity of a fupply. She
faid, that the wars, formerlr waged in Europe, had
commonly been conduéted by the parties without farther

view than to gain a few towns, or at moft a province,
from each other ; but the objel of the prefent hoftilities,
on the part of Spain, was no oter than utterly to bereave
England of her religion, her iberty, and her independ-
ance: That thefe bleflings, however, fhe herfelf had
hitherto been able to preferve, in fpite of the devil, the
pope, and the Spanifh tyrant and all the mifchievous
defigns of all her enemies : Tlat in this conteft the had
difburfed a fum t-iple to all the parliamentary fupplies
granted her; and befides expnding her ordinary reve~
nues, had been obliged to fell nany of the crown lands:
And that fhe could not doult, but her fubjefs, in a

{
1

caufe where their own honour ind intereft were {o deeply
concerned, would willingly catribute to fuch moderate
taxations as fhould be found neceflary for the common
defence*. The parliament ganted her three fubfidies
and fix fifteenths ; the fame fujply which had been given

four years before, but which lad then appeared fo unu-

U See note [HH] at the end of the volime, = D’Ewes, p. 525,
§27. Towhfend, p. 79.
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P.fual, that they had voted it fhould never afterwards be

d as a precedent.
THE commons, this feflion, ventured to engage in

wo controverfies about forms with the houfe of peers; 2
orelude to thofe encroachments, which, as they aflumed
more courage, they afterwards made upon the preroga-
of the crown. ‘They complained, that the lords

vility to them, b} receiving their meflages fit-
» with their hats on; and that the keeper returned an

anfwer in the fame negligent pofture: But the upper

houfe proved, to their full fatisfaction, that they were

not entitled, by cuftom, and the ufage of parliament, to
iny more refpect?, Some amendments had been made
by the lords, to a bill fent up by the commons; and

hefe amendments were written on parchment, and re-

-

turned with tE;e bill to the commons, The lower houfe
took umbrage at the novelty: They pretended, that
thefe amendments ought to have been written on paper,
not on parchment; and they complained of this innova-
tion to the peers. ‘The peers replied, that they expected
not fuch a frivolous objedtion from the gravity of the
houfe; and that it was not material, whether the amend-
ments were written ‘on parchment or on paper, ‘not
whether. the paper were white, black, or brown, The
commons were offended at this reply, which feemed 'to

contain a mockery of them; and they complained of it

thoush without obtai
g

r any fatisfaction 2,

AN application was made by way of petition to the

queen, from the lower houfe, againft monopolies; an

2bufe which had rifen to an enormous height; and they
-neral anfwer; for which
edgments? But

¥ D'Ewes, p. §39, 540. 530, 583, > Pr 935 945 95
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not to give them too much encouragement in fuch appli- C‘T;Tl 4
cations, fhe told them, in the fpeech which the delivered (",
at their diffolution, ¢ That with repard to thefe patents, %597+
¢ fhe hoped, that her dutiful and loving fubje&ts would

€ not take away her prerogative, which is the chief

¢ flower in her garden, and the principal and head pearl

¢ in her crown and diadem; but that they would rather

¢¢ Jeave thefe matters to her difpofal ®,”  The commons

alfo took notice, this feflion, of fome tranfactions in the

court of high commiffion; but not till they had pre-

vioufly obtained permiffion from her majefty to that
purpofe*.

EvL1zaseTH had reafon to forefee, that parliamentary 158,
fupplies would now become more neceffary to her than
ever; and that the chief burthen of the war with Spain
would thengeforth lie upon England.. Henry had re-
ceived an overture for peace with Philip; but before he
would proceed to a negociation, he gave intelligenee of
it to his allies, the queen and the States; that, if pof-
fible, a general pacification might be made by common
agreement, Thefe two powers fent ambafladors to
France, in order to remonftrate againft peace ; the queen,
Sir Robert Cecil, and Henry Herbert; the States, Juttin
Naflau, and John Barnevelt. Henry faid to thefe mini-
fters, that his early education had been amidft war and
danger, and he had pafled the whole courfe of his life
either in arms or in military preparations: That after the
proofs, which he had given of his alacrity in the field,
no one could doubt, but he would wi}ling]y, for his
part, have continued in a courfe of life, to which he was
now habituated, till the common enemy were reduced to
fuch a condition as no longer to give umbrage either to

b D’Ewes, p. 547, © Ibid. p. 557, 558.
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Lim or to his allies: That no private interefts of his own,
not even thofe of his people, nothing but the moft in-
vineible neceflity, could ever induce him to think of afepa-
rate peace with Philip, or make him embrace meafures
not entirely conformable to the wifhes of all his confede-
rates: ‘That his kingdom, torne with the convulfions and
civil wars of near half a century, required fome interval
of repofe, ere it could reach a condition, in which it
might fuftain itfelf; much more fupport it allies: That
after the minds of his fubjects were compofed to tran-
quillity and accuftomed to obedience, after his finances
were brought into order, and after agriculture and the
arts were reftored, France, inftead of being a burthen,
as at prefent, to her confederates, would be able to lend
them effe&ual fuccour, and amply to repay them all the
affiftance, which fhe had received during her calamities :
And that, if the ambition of Spain would: not at pre-
fent grant them fuch terms as they fhould think rea-
fonable, he hoped, that, in a little time, he fhould attain
fuch a fituation as would enable him to mediate more
efeGually, and with more decifive authority, in their
behalf.

Tue ambafladors were fenfible, that thefe reafons
were not feigned ; and they therefore remonftrated with
the lefs vehemence againft the meafures, which, they
faw, Henry was determined to purfue. The States
knew, that that monarch was interefted never to permit
their final ruin; and having received private affurances,
that he would ftill, notwithftanding the peace, give them
afiftance both of men and money, they were well pleafed
to remain on terms of amity with him. His greateft
concern was to give fatisfation to Elizabeth for this
breach of treaty. He had a cordial efteem for that prin-
cefs, a fympathy of manners, and a gratitude for the
extraordinary favours, which he had received from her,

during
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during his greateft difficulties: And he ufed every expes CH A P,

dient to apologize and atone for that meafure, which
neceflity extorted from him. But as Spain refufed to
treat with the Dutch as a free flate, and Elizabeth
would not negociate without her ally, Henry found
himfelf obliged to conclude at Vervins, a fepirate peace,
by which he recovered pofleflion of all the places feized
by Spain during the courfe of the civil wars, and pro-
cured to himfelf leifure to purfue the domeftic fettlement
of his kingdom. His capacity for the arts of peace was
not inferior to his military talents ; and, in a little time,
by his frugality, order, and wife government, he raifed
France, from the defolation and mifery, in which fhe
was involved, to a more flourithing condition than fhe
had ever before enjoyed.

‘THE queen knew, that the could alfo, whenever fhe
pleafed, finith the war on equitable terms; and that
Philip, having no claims upon her, would be glad to
free himfelf from an enemy, who had foiled him in
every conteft, and who ftill had it fo much in her power
to make him feel the weight of her arms. Some of her
wifeft counfellors, particularly the treafurer, advifed her
to embrace pacific meafures; and fet before her the ad-
vantages of tranquillity, fecurity, and frugality, asmore
confiderable than any fuccefs, which could attend the
greateft victories. But this high-fpirited princefs, though
at firft averfe to war, feemed now to have attained fuch
an afcendant over the enemy, that fhe was unwilling to
ftop the courfe of her profperous fortune. She con-
fidered, that her fituation and her paft victories had
given her entire fecurity againft any dangerous invafion
and the war muft thenceforth be condu@ed by fudden
enterprizes and naval expeditions, in which fhe poffefled
an undoubted fuperiority : That the weak condition of
Philip in the Indies, opened to her the view of the moft
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C H A P.Jurable advantages; and the yearly return of his trea=

i)

fure by fea afforded a continual profpect of important,
though more temporary, fuccefles : That, after his peace
with France, if fhe alfo fhould confent to an accommo-
dation, he would be able to turn his whole force againft
the revolted provinces of the Netherlands, which, though
they had furprifingly encreafed their power by com-
merce arnd good government, were ftill unable, if not fup=
ported by their confederates, to maintain war againit fo
potent a monartch ; And that as her defence of that com-
monwealth was the original ground of the quarrel, it was
unfafe, as well as dithoncurable, to abandon its caufe,
1ill fhe had placed it in 3 ftate of greater fecurity.

TuESE reafons were frequently inculcated on her by
the earl of Effex, whofe paffion for glory, as well as his
military talents, made him earneftly defire the continu-
ance of war, from which he expected to reap {o much

e earl of advantage and diftin&ion. The rivalfhip between this

=

nobleman and lord Burleigh made each of them infift the
more ftrenuoufly on his own counfel 5 but as Effex’s perfon
was agreeable to the queen, as well as his advice con-
formable to her inclinations, the favourite feemed daily
to acquire an afcendant over the minifter. Had he been
endowed with caution and felf-command, equal to his
fhining qualities, he would have fo rivetted himfelf in the
queen’s confidence, that none of his enemies had ever
been able to impeach his credit: But his lofty fpirit could
ill fubmit to that implicit deference, which her temper
required, and which fhe had ever been accuftomed to re<
ceiye from all her fubjeéts. Being once engaged in2 dif-
pute with her about the choice of a governor for Ireland,
he was fo heated in the argument, -that he entirely forgot

the rules both of duty and civility ; and ¢curned his back

upon her in a contemptuous manner. Her anger, Da
o

gurally prompt and violent, rofe at this provocations; and
fhe
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fhe -inftantly gave him a box on the ear; adding aC)T("L{‘}I P
paffionate expreffion, fuited to his impertinence.  In-__ "
ftead of recollefting himfelf, and making the fubmif- 1598
fions due to her fex and ftation, he clapped his hand to

his fword, and fwore, that he would not bear fuch ufage,

were it from Henry VIIL himfelf ; and he immediately
withdrew from court. Egerton, the chancellor, who

loved Eflex, exhorted him to repair his indifcretion by

proper acknowledgments; and entreated him not to give

that triumph to his enemies, that afli¢ion to his friends,

which muft enfue from his fupporting a conteft with

his fovereign, and deferting the fervice of his country :

But Effex was deeply ftung with the difhonour, which

he bad received; and feemed to think, that an infult,

which might be pardoned in a woman, was become a

mortal affront when it came from his fovereign, ¢¢ If

¢ the vileft of all indignities,” faid he, ¢¢ is done me,

¢¢ does religion enforce me to fue for pardon ! Doth God

¢ require it} Is it impiety not to do it? Why ? Cannot

< princes err! Cannot fubjects receive wrong? Isan

¢¢ earthly power infinite? Pardon me, my lord, I can
¢ never fubfcribe to thefe principles. Let Solomon’s
¢ fool laugh when he is ftricken ; let thofe that mean to
¢« make their profit of princes, fthew no fenfe of princes’
“ injuries : Let them acknowledge an infinite abfolute-
¢ nefs on earth, that do not believe an abfolute [nfinite-
¢ nefs in heaven:” (alluding, probably, to the charalter
and condué of Sir Walter Raleigh, who lay under the
reproach of impiety) ¢ As for me,” continued he, I
¢ have received wrong, I feel it: My caufe is good, I

¢ know it; and whatfoever happens, all the powers
¢ on earth can never exert more ftrength and conftancy
$¢ in opprefling, than I can fhew in fuffering every
$ thing that can or fhall be impofed upon me. Your
£ ]urdi}iiﬁ, in the beginning of your letter, makes me

C ¢4 ‘¢ a player,
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C H A PJ g player, and yourfelf a looker on: And me a player of

XLIiT,
S

1598,

4th Aug,

my own game, fo you may fee more than 1: But give
¢ me leave to tell you, that fince you do but fee, and I
¢ do fuffer, I muft of neceflity feel more than you 4.”

‘Tuis {pirited letter was fhown by Effex to his friends ;
and they were fo imprudent as to difperfe copies of its
Yet notwithftanding this additional provocation, the
queen’s partiality was fo prevalent, that fhe reinftated
him in his former favour; and her kindnefs to him ap-
peared rather to have acquired new force from this fhort
interval of anger and refentment. The death of Burleighs
his antagonift, which happened about the fame time,
feemed to enfure him conftant poflefion of the queen’s
confidence ; and nothing indeed but his own indifcretion
could thenceforth have fthaken his well-eftablifhed credit.
Lord Burleigh died in an advanced age ; and by a rare
fortune, was equally regretted by his fovereign and the
people. - He had rifen gradually, from fmall beginnings,
by the mere force of merit; and though his authority
was never entirely abfolute, or uncontrouled with the
queen, he was ftill, during the courfe of near forty
years, regarded as her principal minifter. None of her
other inclinations or affeétions could ever overcome her
confidence in fo ufeful a counfellor; and as he had had
the generofity or good fenfe to pay affiduous court to her,
during her fifter’s reign, when it was dangerous to appear
her friend, fhe thought herfelf bound in gratitude, when
fhe mounted the throne, to perfevere in her attachments
to him, He feems not to have poflefled any fhining
talents of addrefs, eloquence, or imagination; and was
chiefly diftinguithed by folidity of underftanding, probity
of manners, and indefatigable application in bufinefls:
Virtues, which, if they do not always enable a man to
attain high ftations, do certainly qualify him beft for filling

d See note [1I] at the end of the volume,

them.
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them. Of all the queen’s minifters he alone left a confi- C H A P,
derable fortune to his pofterity ; a fortune not acquired et )

by rapine or oppreffion, but gained by the regular profits  1598.
of his offices, and preferved by frugality.

THE laft a& of this able minifter was.the concluding 8th Aug.
of a new treaty with the Dutch ; who, after being, in fome
meafure, deferted by the king of France, were glad to
preferve the queen’s alliance, by fubmitting to any terms
which the pleafed to require of them. The debt, which
they owed her, was now fettled at eight hundred thoufand
pounds : Of this fum they agreed to pay, during the war,
thirty thoufand pounds a-year; and thefe payments were
to continue till four hundred thoufand pounds of the debt
fhould be extinguifhed. They engaged alfo, during the
time that England fhould continue the war with Spain,
to pay the garrifons of the cautionary towns. They fti-
pulated, that, if Spain fhould invade England, or the
Ifle of Wight, or Jerfey, or Scilly, they fhould aflit
her with a body of five thoufand foot, and five hundred
horfe ; and that in cafe fhe undertook any naval arma-
ment againft Spain, they fhould join an equal number
of fhips to hers®. By this treaty the queen was ecafed
of an annual charge of a2 hundred and twenty thoufand
pounds.

Soon after the death of Burleigh, the queen, who
regretted extremely the lofs of fo wife and faithful a mi-
nifter, was informed of the death of her capital enemy,
Philip II. who, after languifhing under many infirmities,
expired in an advanced age at Madrid, This haughty
prince, defirous of an accommodation with his revolted
fubje&s in the Netherlands, but difdaining to make in hig
own name the conceflions neceffary for that purpofe, had
iransfcrred to his daughter, married to archduke Albert,

¢ Rymer, vol. xvi. p. 340,
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C H A P. the title to the Low Country provinces but as it was

, not expeded, that this princefs could have pofterity, and
as the reverfion, on failure of her iffue, was fill referved
+0 the crown of Spain, the States confidered this deed
only as the change of a name, and they perfilted with
equal obftinacy in their refiftance to the Spanifh arms,
The other powers alfo of Europe made no diftin&ion be-
tween the courts of Bruflels and Madrid ; and the fecret
oppofition of France, as well as of the avowed efforts of
England, continued to operate againft. the progrefs of
Albert, as it had done againt that of Philip,
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"HOUGH the dominion of the Englith over Irelandc u a P:

! T o 1 3 XLIV,
' h;}(l-l.cexx feemingly eftablifhed above four centuries, \ 41 ;
it may fafely be affirmed, that their authority had hither-  1599.

to been little more than nominal, The Irifh princes and State of Ire-

nobles, divided among themfelves, readily paid the exte-
rior marks of obeifance to a power which they were not
able to refift; but, as no durable force was ever keeped
on foot to retain them in their duty, they relapfed fill
into their former flate of independance. Too weak to
introduce order and obedience among the rude inhabi-
tants, the Englifh authority was yet fufficient to check
the growth of any enterprizing genius among the natives:
And though it could beftow no true form of civil govern-
ment, it was able to prevent the rife of any fuch form,
from the internal combination or policy of the Iriftha,

MosT of the Englith inftitutions likewife, by which
that ifland was governed, were to the laft degree abfurd,
and fuch as no flate before had ever thought of, for pre-
ferving dominion over its conquered provinces.

r J. Davies; p. 85 €575 &e.
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c H A p. Tue Englifth nation, all on fire for the project of fub-

XLIV.

N -

15¢

_,duirg France, 2 projet, whofe fuccefs was the moft
impobable, and would to them have proved the moft
pcnicious; negleéted all other enterprizes, to which
ther ficuation fo flrongly invited them, and which, in
tim(, would have brought them an acceflion of riches,
graideur, and fecurity, The fmall army, which they
maitained in Ireland, they never fupplied rcgu]ariy with
pay; and as no money could be levied on the ifland,
whih poflefled none, they gave their foldiers the privi-
legc of free quarter upon the natives. Rapine and info-
lene inflamed the hatred, which prevailed between the
comuerors and the conquered : Want of fecurity among
theLrifh, introducing defpair, nourithed ftill more the
flon, natural to that uncultivated people.

Tut the Englith carried farther their ill-judged tyranny.
Infead of inviting the Irifth to adopt the more civilized
cufoms of their conquerors, they even refufed, though
eanieftly folicited, to communicate to them the privilege
of their laws, and every where marked them out as aliens
andas enemies. Thrown out of the protection of juftice,
thenatives could find no fecurity but in force ; and flying
theneighbourhood of cities, which they could not ap-
proch with fafety, they fheltered themfelves in their
maithes and forefts from the infolence of their inhuman
maters. Being treated like wild beafts, they became
fuci ; and joining the ardor of revenge to their yet un-
tamed barbarity, they grew every day more intractable
andmore dangerous .

4s the Englifh princes deemed the conqueft of the dif-
pered Irith to be more the object of time and patience
tha: the fource of military glory, they willingly delegated
that office to private adventurers, who, inlifting foldiers
at heir own charge, reduced provinces of that ifland,

b Si¢ J. Dayies; p, 302, 103, &¢

which
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which they converted to their own profit. Separte ju-C H A P,

rifdictions and principalities were eftablithed by thef: lord-
ly conquerors : The power of peace and war was aflimed :
Military law was exercifed over the Irith, whom they fub-
dued, and, by degrees, over the Englith, by whde af-
fiftance they conquered: And, after their authorit had
once taken root, deeming the Englith inftitutiors ‘lefs
favourable to barbarous dominion, they degeneratel into
mere Irith, and abandoned the garb, language, maners,
and laws of their mother country ¢,

By all this imprudent condu& of England, the mtives
of its dependant ftate remained fill in that abject ©ondi-
tion, into which the northern and weflern parts of Eu~
rope were funk, before they received civility and favery
from the refined policy and irrefiftible bravery of Lome.
Even at the end of the fixteenth century, when cvery
chriftian nation was cultivating with ardour every civil
art of life, that ifland, lying ina temperate climate, en-
joyinga fertile foil, acceflible in its fituation, poflefed of
innumerable harbours, was fill, notwithftanding thefe
advantages, inhabited by a people, whofe cuftom: and
manners approached nearer thofe of {avages than of bar-
barians d.

As the rudenefs and ignorance of the Irifh wep ex-
treme, they were funk below the reach of that curofity
and love of novelty, by which every other pecple in Eu-
rope had been feized at the beginning of that cenury,
and which had engaged them in innovations and relifious
difputes, with which they were ftill fo violently agitted.
The ancient fuperflition, the practices and obfervinces
of their fathers, mingled and polluted with many wil
opinions, ftill maintained an unfhaken empire over tlem ;
and the example alone of the Englith was fofficiert to

€ Sir J. Davies, p. 133, 134, &¢, d See Spencer’s accoint of
Ireland, throughout,

rexder

XLiv,

1599.




398

CHAPV
XLIV.
599

H1STORY OF ENGLAND.

render the reformation odious to the prejudiced and difd
contented Irifh.  The old oppofition of manners, laws;
and intereft was now inflamed by reljgious antipathy;
and the fubduing and civilizing of that country feemed
to become every day more difficult and more impradi-
cable.

Tae animofity againft the Englifh was carried fo far
by the Irith, that, inan infurre@ion, raifed by two fons
of the carl of Clanricarde; they put to the fword all the
inhabitants of the town of Athenry, though Irifh 5 be-
caufe they began to conform themfelves to Englifh cuf-
toms, and had embraced a more civilized form of life;
than had been practifed by their aneeftors 9.

Tue ufual revenue of Ireland amounted only to fi¥
thoufand pounds a-year®: The queen, though with
much repining f, commonly added twenty thoufand more;
which fhe remitted from England : And with this fmall
revenue, 2 body of a thoufand men was fupported, which,
on extraordinary emergencies, Wwas augmented to two
thoufand 8. No wonder that a force, fo difproportioned
to the object, inftead of fubduing a mutinous kingdom,
ferved rather to provoke the natives, and to excite
thofe frequent infurre@ions, which flill farther inflamed
the animofity between the two nations, and encreafed
the diforders, to which the Irifh were naturally fub-
ject.
In 1560, Shan O’Neale, or the great O’Neale, as the
Trifh called him, becaufe head of that potent clan, raifed
a rebellion in Ulfter ; but after fome fkirmifhes, he was
ived into favour, upon his fubmiffion, and his pro-
mife o This
impunity tempted him to undertake a new infurrection if

rece
= of a more dutiful behaviour for the future b,

d Camden, p. 457- ¢ Memoirs of the Sidneys, vol, i P 86«
£ Cox, p. 342, Sidney, vol. i, p. 85. 2c0. g Camden, p. 542

$iiney, vol. 1. p. 65. 109. 183, 184. h Camden, p. 385 39%
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1567 ; but being puthed by Sir Henry Sidney, lord de-€ H A p,

puty, he retreated into Clandeboy, and rather than fub-
mit to the Englith, he put himfelf into the hands of fome
Scottifh iflanders, who commonly infefted thofe parts by
their incurfions. The Scots; who retained a quarrel
againft him on account of former injuries, violated the
Jaws of hofpitality, and murdered him at a feftival, to
which they had invited him. He was a man equally
noted for his pride, this violence, his debaucheries, and
his hatred of the Englifh nation. He is faid to have put
fome of his followers to death, becaufe they endeavoured
to introduce the ufe of bread after; the Englith fathion'.
Though fo violent an enemy to Iuxury, he was extremely
addicted to riot ; and was accuftomed, after his intem~
perance had thrown him into a fever, to plunge his body
into mire, that he might allay the flame, which he had
raifed by former excefles, Such was the life led by this
haughty barbarian, who fcorned the title of the ear]l of
Tyrone, which Elizabeth intended to have reffored to
him, and who aflumed the rank and appellation of king of
Ulfter, He ufed alfo to fay, that, though the queen was
his fovereign lady, he never made peace with her but at
her feeking .

Sir HENRY SIDNEY was one of the wifeft and moft
active governors that Ireland had enjoyed for feveral
reigns™; and he poflefied his authority eleven years ;
during which, he flruggled with many difliculties,
and made fome progrefs in reprefling thofe diforders,
which had become inveterate among the, people. The

4
9}

earl of Defmond, in 15 9, gave him difturbance, from

nofity, which prevailed between that

the hereditary ar
nobleman and the earl of Ormond, defcended from the

in Ireland, that had fteddily

+ P. 409. Cox, p. 324,

0%, P. 350 i
maintainec
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i kER € # A P.maintained its loyalty to the Englith crown®. The earl
it Ay . 1 e

el of Thomond, in 1570, attempted a rebellion in Con-

1509. naught, but was obliged to fly into France, before his

defigns were ripe for execution. Stukely, another fugi-

i tive, found fuch credit with the pope, Gregory the X1IIth,

that he fattered that pontiff with the profpect of making
his nephew, Buon Compagno, king of hreland; and as
if this project had already taken effe@, he accepted the
title of marquifs of Leinfter from the new fovereign®

’ He pafled next into Spain; and after having received

much encouragement and great rewards from Philip,

b who intended to employ him as an inftrument in difturb-

ing Elizabeth, he was found to poflefs too little ine
terelt for executing thofe high promifes, which he had
made to that monarch. He retired into Portugal ; and
following the fortunes of Don Sebaftian, he perithed with
that gallant prince in his bold but unfortunate expedition
againft the Moors.

Lorp GrAY, after fome interval, fucceeded to the go
vernment of Ireland; and, in 1579, fupprefled anew re-
bellion of the earl of Defmond, though fupported by a
body of Spaniards and Italians. The rebellion of the

f Ui Bourks followed a few years after; occafioned by the ftrict

and equitable adminiftration of Sir Richard Bingham, go-
vernor of Connaught, who endeavoured to reprefs the
i | tyranny of the chieftains over their vaflals?, The queen,
i : finding Ireland fo burthenfome to her, tried feveral ex-
: pedients for reducing it to a ftate of greater order and

I {ubmifiion. She encouraged the earl of Effex, father to

that nobleman, who was afterwards her favourite, to
attempt the fubduing and planting of Clandeboy, Ferny,
Q and other territories, part of fome late forfeitures: But
= that enterprize proved unfortunate; and Effex died of a

n Camden, p.424. © Ibid. p. 430, Coxy Pe 354+
P Stowe, p. 720«

diftempet,
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d in Dublin witl \
artsrand learning kincdom, at
ing the uncultivated m: th 59 But
the moft unhappy expedient, employed in the gove nt
of Ireland, was that made ufe of in 1585, by Sir John

j + O 1 :
Perrot; at that time lord deputy: He pt

hands of the Irith in ter, in order to enable
them, without the affiftance of the government, to reprefs

=y
the Scottith iflanders, by which thefe

the incurf
parts were much infeftedr, At the fame time; the invi-
tations of Philip, joined to their zeal for the catholic
of the gentry to ferve in the
nd thus Ireland, being provided

=]
' 1 1e 3 1

witn dilcipline and arms, be-

hencefartd
thenceforth

came formidable to the 1 glith, and w
able to maintain a more reg *lur war againft her ancient
mafters:

iephéw to Shan O’Neale

Hvcnu

i

I

LY i c'r re
been raifed by the queen to the dignity of earl of Tyrone

but having murdered his coufin; fon of that rebel, and

o

being acknowled head of his clan, he preferred the

pride of barbarous licence and dominion to the pleafures

thofe

of opulence and tranquillity; and he fomented all
diforders, by which he hoped to weaken or overturn the

Englifh government. He was noted for the vices of per-

fidy and cruelty, fo common among uncultivated nati

and was alfo eminent for courdge, a virtue, which their

diforderly courfe of life requires; and which notwith-

1

ftanding, being lefs fupported by the principle of horour,

i

is commohnly more precarious among them, than among
1 p 3 LT G 7 RO

a civilized people. T'yrone, actuated by this fpirit,

fecretly fomented the difcontents of the Magui

1 Camden, p, 66, r Nanton’s ! D, 8014
Yor. V, Dd nels,
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nels, O’Rourks, Macmahons, and other rebels; yet
to the influence of his deceitful oaths and pro-
, he put himfelf into the hands of Sir William
R;ﬂ% who, in the year 1594, was fent over deputy
reland. Contrary to the advice and proteftation of
Sir Henry Bagnal, marfhal of the army, he was difmiffed ;
and returning to his own country, he embraced the refo-
lution of raifing an open rebellion, and of relying no
longzer on the lenity or inexperience of the Englith go-
vernment. He entered into a correfpondence with Spain
He procured thence a fupply of arms and ammunition:
And having united all the Irith chieftainsina dependance
upon himfelf, he began to be regarded as a formidable

enemy.

Tur native Irifh were fo poor, that their country
afforded few other commodities than cattle and oatmeal,
which were eafily concealed or driven away on the ap-
proach of the encmy ; and as Elizabeth was averfe to
the expence requifite for fupporting her armies, the
Englith found much difficulty in pufhing their advan-
tages, and in purfuing the rebels into the bogs, woods,
and other faftnefles, to which they retreated. Thefe
motives rendered Sir John Norris, who commanded the
Englith army, the more willing to hearken to any pro-
pofals of truce or a‘.cumnmd.mon made him by Tyrone;
and after the war was fpun out by thefe artifices for fome
years, that gallant Englithman, finding that he had been
deceived by treacherous promifes, and that he had per-
formed nothing worthy of his ancient reputation, was
feized with a lang rulﬂm‘o diftemper, and died of vexation
and difcontent.  Sir Henry Bagnal, who fucceeded him
in the command, was ftill more unfortunate. As he ad-
3 ort of Black-water, befieged by the

Urr 1

1 ) 3
furrcunded in difadvant a"‘ous ﬂround

quraged by part of their powder’s acci-
dentally




EL TR ABETH

403

entally taking fire, were put to flight ; and, though the C HLA Py

purfu:t was ftopped by Montacute, V'ho commanded the
Englith horfe, fifteen hundred men, together with the
general himfelf, were left dead upon the fpot. This
viﬂory, fo unufual to the Irith; rouzed their coutage,
fupplied them with arms and ammunition, and raifed
the reputation of Tyrone, who aflumed the chara&ter
of the deliverer of his country, and patron of Irifh
liberty ¢

TuE Englifh council were now fenfible, that the re-
bellion of Ireland was come to a dangerous head, and
that the former temporizing arts, of granting truces and
pacifications to the rebels; and of allo ving them to pur-
chafe pardons by refigning part of the plunder, acquired
during theit infurretion, ferved only to encouf age the
fpirit of mutiny and diforder among them. It was theres
fore refolved to pufh the war by more vigorous meafures ;
and the queen caft her eye on Charles Blount, lord
Mountjoy, 2s a man, who, though hitherto lefs accuf-
tomed to arms than to books and literature, was endowed,
the thought, with talents equal to the undertaking
But the young earl of Eflex, ambitious of fame, and
defirous of obtai ning this government for himfelf, op-
pofed’ the choice of Mountjoy; and reprefented the ne<
ceflity of appointing

gy for maL important employment;

fome perfon more experienced in war than this nobleman,
more pradltifed in bufinels, and of higher quality and
reputation. By this defcription, he was underftood to
inean himfelf*; and no fooner was his defire known, than
his enemies, even more zealoufly than his friends, con-
fpired to gratify his wifhes. Many of his friends thought,
that he never ought to confent, except for a fhort time, to
accept of any employment, which muft remove him from

¢ Cox, p. 413, t Bacon, vol. iv. p. 51a,
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e himy, His
fhe had once

" inclination, which the queen fo vifibly bor
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hoped, that if, by his abfence,
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perfon and converfa-

eifure to (-a\f r¢
tion, his impatient and lofty demeanor would foon dif-

ouft a princefs, who ufually

exacted fuch profound fub-
all

into fuch cautious

miffion and .I\ph(it obedience from her fervants,

pable <>{' entering
-

and even

’

El u;,m;'ﬁ who was (‘\:..cmdy defirous

‘-."n aing the Irifh rebels, and who was much prepof=

nius, readily agreed to ap-

point him governor of Ireland, by the title of lord
e

icutenant. him in his under-

The more to encourage
taking, fhe granted him by his patent more extenfive
authority than had ever before been conferred on any
lieutenant ; the power of carrying on or finithing the war

as he pleafed, of pardoning the rebels, and of filling all
the moft confiderable cmp’i<)\~ments of the kingdom®,
And to enfure him of fuccefs, fhe levied a numerous army
of fixteen thoufand foot ;md thirteen hundred horfe,
which fhe afterwards augmented to twenty thoufand
foot and two thoufand horfe: A force, which, it was
apprechended, would be able, in one campaign, to over-
whelm the rebels, and make an entire conqueft of Ireland.
Nor did Effex’s enemies, the ear]l of Nottingham, Sir Ro-
bert Cecil, Sir Walter Raleigh, and lord Cobham, throw
any obftacles in the way of thefe preparations ; but hoped

that the higher the queen’s expectations of fuccefs were

raifed, the more difficult it would be for the event to
correfpond to them. In a like view, they rather feconded

thofe exalted encomiums, which Effex’s
numerous and fanguine friends difperfed, of his high
his heroic cou-

than oppofed,
genius, of his elegant endowments,

rage, his unbounded generofity, and his noble birth; nor

u Cabala, p. 79. * Rymer, tom. xvi, p. 366,
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vere thcv difpleafed to obferve that paflionate fondne fs,C H A P,

which the pecple every where e exprefled for this nobleman, SR

Thefe artful politicians had ftudied his cha rraéter; and
finding, that his open and undaunted fpirit, if taught
temper and referve from oppofition, muft become ; invin-
cible, they refolved rather to give full breath to thofe
fails, which were already too much expanded, and to
puth him upon dangers, of which he feemed to make
fuch fmall account’. And the better to make advan-
tao
actions and even expreflions; and his vehement fpirit,

e of his indifcretions, fpies were fet upon all his
b i

which, while he was in the midft of the court and envi-
oned by his rivals, was unacquainted with difguife,
ceuld not fail, after he thought himfelf furrounded by
none but friends, to give a pretence for malignant {ufpi-

cions and conftruétions.

Essex left London in the month of March, attended
with the acclamations of the populace; and what did him
more honour, accompanied by 2 numerous train of nobi-
lity and gentry, who, from affe@ion to his perfon, had
attached themfelves to his fortunes, and fought fame and
military expericnce under fo renowned a commander,
The firft a& of authority, which he exercifed, after his
arrival in Ireland, was an indifcretion, but of the gene-
rous kind; and in both thefe refpeés, fuitable to his
charalter. He appointed his intimate friend, the ear] of
Southampton, general of the horfe; a nobleman, who
had incurred the queen’s difpleafure, by fecretly marrying
without her confent, and whom fhe had therefore enjoined
Effex not to employ in any command under him. She
no fooner heard of this inftance of difobedience than fhe
reprimanded him, and ordered him to recal his commif
fion to Southampton. But Effex, who had imagined,
that fome reafons, which he oppofed to her firft injunc-

y Camden, Ofborne, p. 371,
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C H A P tions, had fatisfied her, had the imprudence to remone

XLIV. b g .
glenioie, ﬂm*c againft thefe fecond orders?; and it was not till

3599 ‘g reiferate

a. lb

her commands, that he could be prevailed

on to difplace his friend.
x, on his landing at Dublin, deliberated with

feh the Irith council, concerning the pr;;;'-er methods of
carrying on the war againft the re bels; and here he was
guilty of a capital error, which was the ruin of his en-
terprize, He had always, while in England, blamed
the condu&t of former commanders, who artfully pro-
trafted the war, who harafled their troops in {mall en-
terprizes, and who, by agreeing to truces and temporary
pacifications with the rebels, had given them leifure to
recruit their broken forces®. In conformity to thefe
views, he had ever infifted upon leading his forces imme-
diaté]y into Ulfter againft Tyrone, the chief enemy;
and his inftruétions had been drawn agreeably to thefe
his declared refolutions. But the Irifh counfellors
perfuaded him, that the feafon was too early for the
enterprize, and that, as the morafles, in which the
northern Irith ufually fheltered themfelves, would not,
as yet, be paflable to the Englifh forces, it would be
better to employ the prefent time in an expedition into
Munfter. Their fecret reafon for this advice was, that
many of them poflefled eftates in that province, and were
defirous m have the enemy diflodged from their neigh-
bourhood ® : But the fame felfifh fpmr which bad in-
duced them to give this counfel, made them foon after
difown it, when they found the bad confequences, with
which it was attended °.

issExX obliged all the rebels of Munfter either to fub-
mit or to fly into the neighbouring provinces: But as

s Memoirs, vol. ii, p. 421 p. 431, Bacon,

¢ Win-

b Birch’s ]

512
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the Irith, from the greatnefs of the queen’s preparations, € )? AP

LIV,

had concluded, that the intended to reduce them to total m i

fubjection, or even utterly to exterminate them, they con-
fidered their defence as a common caufe ; and the Englith
forces were no fooner withdrawn, than the inhabitants of
Munfter relapfed into rebellion, and renewed their cong
federacy with their other countrymen. The army, mean-
while, by the fatigue of long and tedious marches, and by
the influence of the climate, was become fickly ; and on
its return to Dublin, about the middle of July, was
furprizingly diminithed in number. The courage of the
foldiers was even much abated : For though they had
prevailed in fome lefler enterprizes, againft lord Cahir
and others ; yet had they fometimes met with more ftout
refiftance than they expected from the Irith, whom they
were wont to defpife ; and as they were raw troops and
unexperienced, a confiderable body of them had been put
to flight at the Glins, by an inferior number of the ene-
my. Effex was fo enraged at this mifbehaviour, that
he cafhiered all the officers, and decimated the private
mend, But this a& of feverity, though neceflary,
had intimidated the foldiers, and encreafed their averfion
to the fervice.

THE queen was extremely difgufted, when fhe heard,
that fo confiderable a part of the feafon was confumed in
thefe frivolous enterprizes ; and was ftill more furprized,
that Effex perfevered in the fame praétice, which he had
fo much condemned in others, and which he knew to be
fo much contrary to her purpofe and intention. That
nobleman, in order to give his troops leifure to recruit
from their ficknefs and fatigue, left the main army in
quarters, and marched with a fmall body, of fiftcen
hundred men, into the county of Ophelie againft the
O’Connors and O’Mores, whom he forced to a fubmifs

4 Cox, p. 421.
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‘ ! turn.to Dublin,
{ hat he wrote to t
y i [ 1o, @ X
ot immediately receive a reinforcement
11! o ¢ o 39 h s
¢ ‘ i t would be impe for him this

Tyrone. That there

i attempt any
1 ht be no pretence for farther il‘»..;"l\w\, the queen
lately over the number i and

laft to affemble his IFL\-Y"JC‘; for the expedi-

t. The army fo averfe to this enter-

brize, and fo terrified with the reputation of Tyrone,

C ! .0 1 ] . <L
that ny of them counterfeited {icknefs, many. of them
- T 1: ¢] fvar d : b
deferted 7; and Effex found, that; after leaving the necef-

he could fcarcely lead four thoufand men

t the rebels, He marched, however, with this

army; but was foon fenfible, that, in fo advanced

imail

feafon, it would be imy for him to effeét any

-

enemy, who, though fuperior in num-

to avoid every decifive action. He
ge fent him by Tyrone,

theref ﬁ'“ to a mei

vho defired a conference; and a place, near the twa

camps, was appointed for that purpofe. - The generals
met without any of their attendants, and a river ran be-

into which T'yrone entered- to the depth of
hisfaddle: But Effex ftood on the oppofite bank. - Aftex
hour’s conference, where Tyrone behaved with

oreat fubmiffion to the lord lieutenant, a ceflation of

irms was concluded to the ‘firft of I renewable
from ﬁ:; wpﬁi;s to fix weeks; but which might be
broken off by either party a fortnight’s warnings.

Effex alfo received from Tyrone propofals for a peace,
in which that rcb<} had inferted many unreafonable and

e Birch’s Memoirs, vol, ii. p, 430, Cox, p. a27. f Sydney's
tters, vol, ii, ps 132, XI3. g Ibid. p. 1254
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fome reafon to fufpect, that he had here commenced aC;LA P,
v

very unjuftifiable correfpondence with the e enemy b,
S0 unexpected an iffue of an enterprize, the greateft

and moft expenfive that Elizal had ever undertaken,

|

provoked her extremely a

Effex ; and this difguft
was much augmented by other circumftances of that
nobleman’s condué&. He wrote many letters to the
queen and council, full of peevifh and impatient expref-
fions ; complaining of his enemies, lamenting that their

calumnies fhould be believed againft him, and difco-
vering {ymptoms of a mind, equally haug ghty and difcon-
tented. She took care to inform him of her diffatisfac-~
tion ; but commanded him to remain in Ireland till far-
ther orders.

Essex heard at once of Elizabeth’s anger, and of
promotion of his enemy, Sir Robert Cecil, to the office
of mafter of the wards, an office to which he himfcl
afpired : And dreading, that, if he remained any longer
abfent, the queen would be totally alienated from him,
he haftily embraced a refolution, which, he knew, had
once fucceeded with the earl of Leicefter, the forme

favourite of Elizabeth. - Leicefter, being informed, while

in the Low Countries, that his miftrefs was extre 2mely
difpleafed with his condué, difobeyed her orders by
coming over to England; and having pacified her by
his prefence, by his apologies, and by his flattery and
infinuation, difappointed all the expeélations of his ene-
miesi. Effex, therefore, weighing more the fimilarity

of circumftances than the difference of charadter between

himfclf and Leicefter, immediately fet out for England ;

and making {peedy journeys, he arrived at court before
(s - s Vi

any one was in the leaft apprized of his intentions k.

Though befmeared with dirt and fweat, he haftened up

Bacon, vol. iv. p. §14: §35.
femoirs, vol,ii, p 453, k Winwood, vol, i, p. 118.
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tairs to the p;";f:;;w chamber, thence to the privy cham=

, ber ; nor ftopped till he was in the queen’s bed-chamber,

5
who was newly rifen, and was fitting with her hair about
her face. He threw himfelf on his knees, kiffed her hand,
and had fome private conference with her ; where he was
fo graciouily received, that, on his departure, he was
heard to exprels great fatisfation, and to thank God,
that, though he had fuffered much trouble and many
ftorms abroad, he found a fweet calm at home

BuT this placability of Elizabeth was merely the re-
fult of her furprife, and of the momentary fatisfaction,
which fhe felt on the fudden and unexpelted appearance
f her favourite: After fhe had leifure for recolleétion,
all his faults recurred to her; and fhe thought it necef-
fary, by fome fevere difcipline, to fubdue that haughty
imperious fpirit, who, prefuming on her partiality, had
pretended to domineer in her councds, to engrofs all
her favour, and to acl, in the moft important affairs,
without regard to her orders and inftruétions. When
Effex waited en her in the afterncon, he found her
extremely altered in her ecarriage towards him: She
ordered him to be confined to his chamber; to be
twice examined by the council ; and though his anfwers
were calm and fubmifl five, the committed him to the
cuftody of lord keeper Egerton, and held him fequefter-
ed from all company, even from that of his countefs,
nor was fo much as the intercourfe of letters permit-
ted between them. Effex dropped many expreffions of
humiliation and forrow, none of refentment: He pro=
fefled .an entire fubmiffion to the queen’s will: De=
clared his intention of retiring into the country, and
of leading thenceforth a private life, remote from courts
yuch he affe@ed to be fo entirely
ambition, the vexation of this dif-

appointment,
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appointment, and of the triumph gained by his enemies, C)? AP,
LIV,

preyed upon his haughty {pirit, and

per, which feemed to put his life in danger.

THE queen had always declared to all the world, and
even to the earl himfelf, that the purpofe of her feverity
was to corret, not to ruin him ™; and when fhe heard

£

of his ficknefs, the was not a little alarmed with his
fituation, She ordered eight phyficians of the beft repu-
tation ﬂfld experience to confult of his cafe; and being
informed, that the iflue was much to be apprehended, fhe
fent Dr. James to him with fome broth, and defired that
phyfician to deliver him a meffage, which fhe probably
deemed of ftill greater virtue; that, if the thought fuch a
ftep confiftent with her honour, the would herfelf pay
him a vifit. The byftanders, who carefully obferved her
countenance, remarked, that, in pronouncing thefe words,
her eyes were fuffufed with tears ",

WHEN thefe {ymptoms of the queen’s returning af-
feCtion towards Effex werec known, they gave a fenfible
alarm to the fa&ion, which had declared their oppofition
to him, Sir Walter Raleigh, in particular, the moft
violent as well as the moft ambitious of his enemies,” was
fo affected with the appearance of this fudden revolution,
that he was feized with ficknefs in his turn; and the

queen was obliged to apply the fame falve to his wound,
and to fend him a favourable meffage, exprefling her de~

fire of his recovery °,

THE medicine, which the queen adminiftered to thefe
afpiring rivals, was fuccefsful with both; and Effex,
being now allowed the company of his countefs, and
having entertained more promifing hopes of his future
fortunes, was fo much reftored in his health, as to be

m Birch’s Memoiss, p. 444, 445, Sydney, Letters, vol. ii. p, 196,
§ Sydney Letters, vol.ii. p. 151, ® Ibid. p. 139.
1
v thought

he fell into a dix:cm-g___v__.
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was inftilled into Eliza~
n entirely counterfeit, in
ympafli ; and fhe relapfed into her

wrote her a letter, and

prefent on New-Year’s day ; as was ufual

at ¢l i she read the letter, but

c fi rterval, however, of

verity, fh s to his own houfe:
And d was fe-

ateful for this

mark of I;nir‘,', ih.,xt he fent her a letter of thanks on the

S B
-’,iuux(.‘XC'u

< T

occafion. T'his farther

f goodnefs,” faid he,
¢ doth found in my cars, as if your majefty fpake thefe

¢ words, Die not,  though I punifp thine offence,
¢ and humble thee for thy good, yet will I one day be ferved

(19

again by thee Ay proftrate foul makes this anfwer: I

«c / day. - And in expeéltation of it, all

¢ my affliétions </.‘

mind are humbly, patiently,
¢¢ and chearfully borne by me .”” The countefs of Effex,
daughter of Sir Francis W

ingham, poflefled, as well as
her hufband, a refined tafte in literatu

)

5 and the chief

confolation which Eflex enjoyed, during this period of

anxiety and expect: Mo'x, confifted in her company, and in

I'Cil’\“ﬂg \'.'ith her ] L]fql\e and Lpt('lt‘lnvp:r au=
thors, which, even di he time of his greateft pro-
»- he had never entirely neglected.

veral incidents, which kept alive the
=

ft Effex. Every account which fhe

ity : £ :
received from: ] 1’;1.1:‘..;‘, convinced her more and more of

% 1 ¢ -
in toat o

overnment, and of the infigni-

employed fo much
fro

m being quc‘led

. P 1534 Ibid, p. 155, 156.
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the truce; and joining with O’Do
had over-run almoft the wh
hat he was certain of receivin

and arms from Spain : He pret

catholic religion : And he openly
a pheenix plume, which the pope,

to encourage him in the profecutio

had confecrated, and had conf:
queen, that the might check his pr

former intention, of appointing Mountjoy
and though that nobleman, who was a:
of Effex, and defired his return to
Ireland, did at firft very earneftl

account of his bad flate

accept of the employment,

almoft in a defperate cond;

capacity and vigour, he was
! gour,

immediately advanced again
netrated into the heart of ¢l
the rebels: He fortified Derrv

order to bridle the Irith : He ¢}
and obliged them to take fhelter in the

raffes: He cnm]o‘,'cd, with equal fuccef; ST
Carew in Munfter : And by thele promif t
he gave new life to th(' queen’s authority in that

As the comparifon of ]
that of Effex, contributed to ali
favourite, fhe received additional

ality of the people, who, pre;
idea of Effex’s merit, compl:

him by his removal from court,
Libels were fecretly difperfed
And
always great, feemed rather t

and all his enemies :

§ Camden, p, 617
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¢ H A P. nifhed ) n order to juftify
XL1V. PRty ik 2

\-——---\',——J to tne i € . nauct wil coal (8] {-~fx‘,: ]zf‘,d ()ftcn
16c0, exprefled her intentions of having him tried in the Star-

chamber for his offences: But her tendernefs for him
everity ; and fhe was contented

-

prevailed at laft over her fe
to have him only examined by the privy-council. The
attorney-general, Coke, opened the caufe againit him,
and treated him with the cruelty and infolence, which

y
nate. He difplayed in the ftrongeft colours, all the
faults committed by Effex in his adminiftration of Ire-
general of the horfe;

that great lawyer ufually exercifed againft the unfortu-

land : His making Southampton

contrary to the queen’s injunétions; his deferting the

enterprize againft Tyrone, and marching to Leinfter and
Munfter ; his conferring knighthood on too many per-
fons ; his fecret conference with T'yrone ; and his fudden
return from Ireland, in contempt of her majefty’s com«
mands. Healfo exaggerated the indignity of the condi=
tions, which Tyrone had been allowed to propofe; odious
and abominable conditions, faid he; a public toleration
of an idalatrous religion, pardon for himfelf and every
¢raitor in Treland, and full reftitution of lands and pof-
feffions to all of themt, The folicitor-general, Fleming,
infited upon the wretched fituation, in which the earl
had left that kingdom ; and Francis, fon of Sir Nicholas
Bacon, who had been lord-keeper in the beginning of
the prefent reign, clofed the charge with difp!aying the
undutiful expreffions contained in fome letters written by
the earl,

Essex, when he came to plead in his own deféncey
renounced, with great fubmiffion and humility, all pres
tenfions to an apology *; and declared his refolution

never, on this or any othe: occafion, to haveany conteft
t Birch's Memoirs, vol.ii, p: 449. u Sydney Letters, vol. i,
pe 2Q7

with
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with his fovereign. He faid, that, having fevered him-
felf from the world, and abjured all fentiments of ambi-
tion, he had no feruple to confefs every failing or error,
into which his youth, folly, or manifold infirmities
might have betrayed him; that his inward forrow for his
offences againft her majefty was fo profound, that it ex-
ceeded all his outward croffes and afflictions, ner had he
any fcruple of fubmitting to a public confeflion of what~
ever fhe had been pleafed to impute to him ; that, in his
acknowledgments, he retained only one referve, which
he never would relinquifh but with his life, the affertion
of a loyal and unpolluted heart, of an unfeigned affection,
of an earneft defire ever to perform to her majefty the
beft fervice which his poor abilities would permit; and
that, if this fentiment were allowed by the council, he
willingly acquiefced in any condemnation or fentence
which they could pronounce againft him. This fubmif.
fion was uttered with fo much eloquence, and in fo pa-
thetic a manner, that it drew tears from many of the
audience *,  All the privy-counfellors, in giving their
judgment, made no fcruple of doing the earl juttice,
with regard to the loyalty of his intentions, Even Cecil,
whom he believed his capital enemy, treated him with
regard and humanity., And the fentence pronounced by
the Lord keeper, (to which the council affented) was in
thefe words. ¢ If this caufe,” faid he, * had been
¢¢ heard in the Star-Chamber, my fentence muft have
‘¢ been for as greata fine as ever was fet upon any man’s
head in that court, together with perpetual confine-
ment in that prifon, which belongeth to a man of his

(19
£C

“ quality, the Tower. But fince we are riow in another

¢ place, and in a courfe of favour, my cenfure is, that

$¢ the earl of Effex is not to execute the office of a cotine
1413 ;’

ellor, nor that of earl marfhal of Encland. nor of
S b
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¢¢ mafter of the ordnance; and to return to his own

<¢_houfe, there to continue a prifoner, till it fhall pleafe

21

¢ her maiefty to releafe this and all the reft of his fen-
¢ tence’.” The earl of Cma“nu"l:md made a {light
oppofition to this fentence ; and faid, thats if he thought
.t would ftand, he would have required a little more
time to deliberate ; that he deemed it fomewhat fevere;
and that any commander -in chief might eafily incur a
like penalty. But, however, added he, in confidence of

her majefty’s mercy, I agree with the reft. The earl of
\Worcefter delivered his opinion in a couple of Latin
verfes; importing, that, where the Gods are offended,
misfortunes ought to be imputed as crimes, and

even
that accident is no excufe for tranfgreflions againft the
Divinity.

BAcox, fo much diftinguifhed afterwards by his high
offices, and fill more by his profound genius for the
{ciences, was nearly allied to the Cecil family; being
nephew to lord Burleigh, and coufin-german to the fecre=
tary : But notwithftanding his exttaordinary talents, he
had met with fo little proteétion from his powerful reld-
tions, that he had not yet obtained any preferment in the
Jaw, which was his profeffion. But Effex, who could
diftinguifh merit, and who paffionately loved it, had
entered into an intimate friendfhip with Bacon ; had zea-
Joufly attempted, t though without fuccefs, to procure him
the office of folicnor-uepelal and in order to comfort
his friend under the difappointment, had conferred or
him a prefent of land to the value of eighteen hundred
pounds % The public could ill excufe Bacon’s appear=
ance before the council; againft fo munificent a benefac-
tor ; though he adted in obedience to the queen’s com-
mands : But fhe was fo well pleafed with his behaviour;

y Birch’s Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 454« Camden; p. 626, 627
z Cabala, p.78.
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that the impofed on him a new tafk, of drawing a narra-C H A P,

of the juftice and lenity of her conduct, Bacon, who
wanted firmnefs of chara&er, more than humanity, gave
to the whole tranfa®ion the moft favourable turn for
Effex ; and, in particular, painted out, in elaborate ex-
preflion, the dutiful fubmiflion, which that nobleman
difcovered in the defence that he made for his condu&.
When he read the paper to her, fhe fmiled at that paf-
fage, and obferved to Bacon, that old love, fhe faw,
could not eafily be forgotten. He replied, that he hoped
the meant that of herfelf?,

ALL the world, indeed, expeled, that Effex would
foon be reinftated in his former credit ®; perhaps, as is
ufual in reconcilements founded on inclination, would
acquire an additional afcendant over the queen, and after
all his difgraces, would again appear more a favourite
.than ever, They were confirmed in this hope, when
they faw, that, though he was fill prohibited from ap-
pearing at court ¢, he was continued in his office of mafter
of horfe, and was reftored to his liberty, and that all his
friends had accefs to him. Effex himfelf feemed deter-
mined to perfevere in that condu®, which had hitherto
been fo fuccefsful, and which the queen, by all this dif-
cipline, had endeavoured to render habitual to him: He
wrote to her, that he kifled her majefty’s hands, and the
rod with which fhe had corrected him ; but that he could
never recover his wonted chearfulnefs, till fhe deigned to
admit him to that prefence, which had ever been the
chief fource of his happinefs and enjoyment: And that
he had now refolved to make amends for his paft errors,
to retire into a country folitude, and fay with Nebuchad-
nezzar, ¢ Let my dwelling be with the beafls of the

a Cabala, p, 83. b Winwood, vol, i p. 254
¢ Birch’s Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 462,
onE Y, Ee € field;
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€ H A P. ¢« field; let me eat grafs as an ox, and be wet with the

XL1V.
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¢« dew of heavenj till it fhall pleafe the queen to reftore
¢« me to my underftanding.” The queen was much
pleafed with thefe fentiments, and replied, that fhe hears
tily wifhed his actions might correfpond with his expref-
fions ; that he had tried her patience a long time, and it
was but fitting fhe thould now make fome experiment of
his fubmiffion ; that her father would never have pardoned
fo much obftinacy ; but that, if the furnace of afliCtion
produced fuch good effects, fhe fhould ever after have the
better opinion of her chemiftry ‘.

Tz carl of Effex poffeflcd a monopoly of fweet wines;
and as his patent was near expiring, he patiently expeted
that the queen would renew it, and he confidered this
event as the critical circumftance of his life, which would
determine whether he could ever hope to be reinftated in
credit and authority®. But Elizabeth, though gracious
in her deportment, was of a temper fomewhat haughty
and fevere; and being continually furrounded with Ef-
fex’s enemies, means were found to perfuade her, that
his lofty fpirit was not yet fufficiently fubdued, and that
he muft undergo this farther trial, before he could again
be fafely received into favour. She therefore denied his
requeft ; and even added, in a contemptuous ftile, that an
ungovernable beaft muft be ftinted in his provender .

Tais rigour, puthed one ftep too far, proved the final
ruin of this young nobleman, and was the fource of infi-
nite forrow and vexation to the queen herfelf. Effex,
who had with great difficulty fo long fubdued his proud
fpirit, and whofe patience was now exhaufted, imagining

_that the queen was entirely inexorable, burft at once all

reftraints of {ubmiffion and of prudence, and determined
to feck relief, by proceeding to the utmoft extremities

d Camden, p, 628. ¢ Birch’s Memoirs, vol. iiy pe 472+
£ Camden, p. 628,

againﬁ
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againft his enemics. Even during his greateft favour he (’{' A P,

had ever been accuftomed to carry matters \mr’a a 'nuh
) \-—ﬁr—-/

hand towards his fovereign ; and as this pract ificd

his own temper, and was fometimes fucc.,s ful, hc had
imprudently ima

gined, that it was the only proper me-~
thod of managing her 2: But beinq g now reduced to defpair,
he gave entire reins to his violent difpofition, and threw
off all appearance of duty and refpet. Intoxicated
with the-public favour, which he alrea dy poffefied, he
praétifed anew every art of popularity ; and endeavoured
to encreafe the general good-will by a hofpitable manper

of life, little fuited to his fituation and circusm (" nces.

His former employments had given him great conne@ions
with men of the military lvro:b!’;z:‘rrl ; and he now enter-
tained, by additional carefles and civilities, a friendthip
with all defperate adventurers, whofe attachment, he
hoped, might, in his prefent views, prove ferviceable to
him. He fecretly courted the confidence of the catho-
lics ; but his chief truft lay in the puritans, whom he
openly carefled, and whofe manners he feemed to bave
entirely adopted.  He engaged the moft celebrated preach-
ers of that fet to refort to E lex-houfe ; he had daily
prayers and fermons in his family ; and he invited all the
zealots in London to attend thofe pious exercifes. Such
was the difpofition now beginning to prevail among the
Englith, that, inftead of feafting and public fpeuaclcs,
the methods anciently pra&ifed to gain the populace,
nothing fo effectually ingratiated an ambitious leader with
the public, as thefe fanatical entertainments. And as the
puritanical preachers frequently inculcated in their fer-
mons the doltrine of refiftance to the civil magiftrate,
they prepared the minds of their hearers for thofe feditious
projects, which Effex was fecretly meditating b,

g Cabala, p. 79. b Birch’s Memoirs, vol, ii. P- 463. Camden,
p. 630,
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this nobleman pro-
ceeded from the opennefs of his temper, by which he was
ill qualified to fucceed in fuch difficult and dangerous

himfelf in great liberties of

=1

ente: PriZcs

{fpeech, and was even heard to fay of the queen, that fhe
was now grown an old woman, and was become as
crooked in her 1z;inJ as in her body i. Some court ladies,

whofe favours Effex had formerly neglected, carried her

thefe ftories, and incenfed her to a high degree anamﬂc

him. Elizabeth was ever remarkably jealous on this
head 3 and though fhe was now approaching to her feven-
tieth year, fhe allowed her courtiers * and even foreign

ambafladors ', to compliment her upon her beauty ; nor

had all her good fenfe been able to cure her of this pre-
pt)ﬁtruu; v:nizy i

THERE W
which, 1f p

s alfo an expedient employed by Eflex,

e, was more provoking to the queen than
thofc farcafms on her age and deformity ; and that was,
his fecret applications to the king of Scots, her heir and

fucceffTor. T'hat prince had Lnis year very narrowly

efcaped a dangerous, thoug ormed, confpiracy of the
earl of Gowry ; and even his deliverance was attended

with this difagreeable circumftance, that the obitinate

ecclefiaftics perfifted, in fpite of thc moit inconteftible

evidence, to maintain to his face, t there had been no
fuch confpiracy. James h:x‘.‘.ﬁbu with his turbulent and
r J J >
faGtious fubje&s, caft a wifhful eye to the fucceffion of
JECLSs )
England ; and in proportion as the queen advanced in
years, his defire encreafed of mounting that throne, on

which, befides acquiring a great addition of power and
fplendor, he hoped to govern a peo vl:, fo much more

’s Prerogative

i Camden, p. 629. Ofborne, p.
3

of parli k Buch vol p- 442, 443.
1 Sydney P. I71e m See note [KK] at the end
of the volume,
tralable
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traltable and fubmiffive. He negociated with all theC H A P,

courts of Europe, in order to enfure himfelf friends and,
partizans : He even neglected not the court of Rome and
that of Spain ; and though he engaged himfelf in no pofi-
tive promife, he flattered the catholics with hopes, that,
in the event of his fucceffion, they might expet fome
more liberty than was at prefent indulged them, Eliza-
beth was the only fovereign in Europe to whom he never

ared to mention his right of fucceffion: He knew, that,
though her advanced age might now invite her to think
of fixing an heir to the crown, fhe never could bear the
profpe& of her own death without horror, and was deter-
mined {till to retain him, and all other competitors, in an
entire dependance upon her,

Essex was defcended by females from the royal fa-
mily ; and fome of his fanguine partizans had been fo
imprudent as to mention his name among thofe of other
pretenders to the crown ; but the earl took care, by means
of Henry Lee, whom he fecretly fent into Scotland,
aflure James, that, fo far from entertaining fuch ambi-
tious views, he was determined to ufe every expedient for
extorting an immediate declaration in favour of that me-
narch’s right of fucceffion. James willingly hearkened to
this propofal ; but did not approve of the violent methods
which Eflex intended to employ. Effex had communi-
cated his fcheme to Mountjoy, deputy of Ireland; and
as no man ever commanded more the cordial affeGion
and attachment of his friends, he had even engaged a per-
fon of that virtue and prudence to entertain thuughts of
bringing over part of his army into England, and of
furc.ng thc queen to declare the king of Scots her fucce(-
for". And fuch was Effex’s impatient ardour, that,
though James declined this dangerous expedient, he mJl

o

endeayoured to perfuade Mountjoy not to defift from the

o Birch’s Memoirs, vol.ii, p. 471,
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proje&t: But the deputy, who thought that fuch violence,
though it might be prudent, and even juitifiable, when
orted “.>;/ a fovereign prince, next heir to the crown,
would be rath and criminal, if attempted by fubjeéls, ab-
folutely u-;"ui:’:l his concurrence. The correfpondence,

er, between Effex and the court of Scotland was

d with great fecrecy and cordiality; and that
iliating the favour of James, re-

.rfaries as enemies to that prince’s
and as men cntiuly devoted to the interefts
and partizans of the chimerical title of the In-

fanta,
Tue Infanta and the archduke, Albert, had made fome

advances to the queen for peace; and Boulogne, as a
neutral town, was chofen for the place of conference.
Sir Henry Nevil, the Englifh refident in France, Herbert,
Edmondes, and Beale, were fent thither as ambaffadors
from England; and negociated with Zuniga, Carillo,
Richardot, and Verheiken, minifters of Spain and the
archduke: But the conferences were foon broken off, by
difputes with regard to the ceremonial. Among the
European ftates England had ever been allowed the pre-
cedency above Caftile, Arragon, Portugal, and the other
kingdoms, of which the Spanith monarchy was compofed;
and Elizabeth infifted, that this ancient right was not loft
on account of the junétion of thefe ftates, and that that
monarchy,. in its prefent fituation, though it furpaflcd the
Englith in extent, as well asin power, could not be com-
pared with it in point of antiquity, the only durable and
regular foundation of precedency among kingdoms as
well as noble families, ‘That fhe might thew, however,
a pacific difpofition, fhe was content to yield to an equa-
lity; but the Spanith minifters, as their nation had al-
ways difputed precedency even with France, to which
England yiclded, would proceed no farther in the confe-

rence,
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ence, till their fuperiority of rank were ackuowledged e, € H A P.

During the preparations for this abortive negociation, the
ear] of Nottingham, the admiral, lord Buckhurft, trea-
furer, and fecretary Cecil, had difcovered their inclination
to peace; but as the Englifh nation, fluthed with fuccefs,
and fanguine in their hopes of plunder and conqueft, were
in general averfe to that meafure, it was eafy for a perfon
fo popular as Effex, to infufe into the multitude an opi-
nion, that thefe minifters had facrificed the interefts of
their country to Spain, and would even make no {cruple
of receiving a fovereign from that hoflile nation,

But Effex, not content with thefe arts for decrying
his adverfaries, proceeded to concert more violent me-
thods of ruining them ; chiefly inftigated by Cuffe, his
fecretary, a man of a bold and arrogant fpirit, who had
acquired a great afcendant over his patron. A feledt
council of malcontents was formed, who commonly met
at Drury-houfe, and were compofed of Sir Charles
Davers, to whom the /houfe belonged, the earl of South-
ampton, Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Sir Chriftopher Blount,
Sir John Davies, and John Littleton; and Effex, who
boafted, that he had a hundred and twenty barons,
knights, and gentlemen of note, at his devotion, and who
trufted ftill more to his authority with the populace,
communicated to his aflociates thofe fecret defigns with
which his confidence in fo powerful a party had in-
fpired him. Among other criminal projeéls, the refult
of blind rage and defpair, he deliberated with them con-
cerning the method of taking arms; and afked their
opinion whether he had beft begin with feizing the pa-
lace or the Tower, or fet out with making himfelf mafter
at once of both places. The firft enterprize being pre-
ferred, a method was concerted for executing it. It was

© Winwood’s Memorials, vol. 1, p. 186—226,

Eie'y agreed,
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C H A P.aoreed, that Sir Chriftopher Blount, with a choice de-
WUy, | o it g
ot .. stachirient; f:mud poflefs him mf(t the palace gates; that
1601.  Pavies thould feize the hall, Daveérs, the guurd-chamber,
His in ur- A & s & z
Fettion -chamber ; and that Effex thould rath in
Vicufe, attended by a body of his partizans;
cat the queen, with all demonftrations of hu-
remove his enemies; fhould oblige her to
arliament; and fhould with common con-
fent fettle a new plan of government 4,

7th Feb. WHILE thefe defperate projeéts were in agitation,

many reafons of fufpicion were carried to the queen;
and fhe fent Robert Sacville, fon of the treafurer, to
x.lﬁ:);-h(;ufc, on pretence of a vifit, but, in reality, with
a view of difcovering whether there were in that place
any unufual concourfe of people, or any extraordinary
preparations, which might threaten an infurreion. Soon
after, Eflfex reccived a fummons to attend the council,

which met at the treafurer’s houfe ; and while he was

mufing on this circumftance, and comparing it with the
Jate unexpefted vifit from Sacville, a private’ note was
conveyed to him, by which he was warned to provide for
his own fafety. He concluded, that all his confpiracy
was difcovered, at leaft fufpe@ed ; and that the eafeft
punifhment which he had reafon to apprehend, was a
new and more fevere confinement : He therefore excufed
himfelf to the council on pretence of an indifpofition ;
and he immediately difpatched meflages to his more inti-
g their ac I\ ice and affiftance in
the prefent critical fituation of his affairs. They delibe-
rated, whether they fhould abandon all their projeés, and
fly the kingdom ; or inftantly feize the palace with the

mate confederat

es, requefti

force which they could affemble ; or rely upon the af-

fections of the citizens, who were generally known to

# Camden, p. 630. Birch’s Memoirs, vol. il, p, 464, State Trials,
Bacon, vol. iv. p. 542, 243,

have
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have a great attachment to the earl. Eflfex declaredC H A P,

againft the firft expedient, and profefled himfelf deter-
mined to undergo any fate rather than fubmit to live
the life of a fugitive. To feize the palace feemed im-
practicable without more preparations ; efpecially as the
queen feemed now aware of their projecs, and, as they
heard, had ufed the precaution of doubling her ordinary
guards. ‘There remained, therefore, no expedient but
that of betaking themfelves to the city; and while the
prudence and feafibility of this refolution was under de-
bate, a perfon arrived, who, as if he had received a
commiffion for the purpofe, gave them affurance of the
affections of the Londoners, and affirmed, that they might
fecurely reft any project on that foundation. The popu-
larity of Effex had chiefly buoyed him up in all his vain
undertakings ; and he fondly imagined, that, with no
other afliftance than the good will of the multitude, he
might overturn Elizabeth’s government, confirmed by
time, revered for wifdom, fupported by vigour, and con-
curring with the general fentiments of the nation. The
wild project of raifing the city was immediately refolved
on; the execution of it was delayed till next day; and
emiflaries were difpatched to all Effex’s friends, inform-
ing them that Cobham and Raleigh had laid fchemes
againft his life, and entreating their prefence and af-
fiftance.

XLIV,

NEexT day, there appeared at Effex-houfe the earls of gth Feb,

Southampton and Rutland, the lords Sandys and Mont=
eagle, with about three hundred gentlemen of good qua-
lity and fortune; and Effex informed them of the dan-
ger, to which, he pretended, the machinations of his
enemies expofed him. To fome, he faid, that he would
throw himfelf at the queen’s feet, and crave her juftice
and protection : To others, he boafted of his intereft in
the city, and affirmed, that, whatever might happen,

this
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this refource could never fail him. ‘The queen was in-
formed of thefe defigns, by means of intelligence, con-
veyed, as is fuppofed, to Raleigh, by Sir Ferdinando
G;)rgcs; and having ordered the magiftrates of London
to keep the citizens in readinefs, fhe fent Egerton, lord
keeper, to Effex-houfe, with the earl of Worcefter, Sir
William Knollys, controller, and Popham, chief juftice,
in order to learn the caufe of thefe unufual commotions,
They were with difficulty admitted through a wicket;
but all their fervants were excluded, except the purfe-
bearer. fter fome altercation, in which they charged
Eflex’s retainers, upon their allegiance, to lay down their
arms, and were menaced in their turn by the angry mul-
titude, who furrounded them, the earl, who found, that
matters were paft recal, refolved to leave them prifoners
in his houfe, and to proceed to the execution of his former
proje&. He fallied forth with about two hundred attend-
ants, armed only with walking fwords ; and in his paffage
to the city was joined by the earl of Bedford and lord
Cromwel. He cried aloud, For the queen ! far the queen!
a plot is laid for my life ; and then proceeded to the houfe
of Smith the fheriff, on whofe aid he had great reliance.
The citizens flocked about him in amazement; but
though he told them, that England was fold to the In-
fanta, and exhorted them to arm inftantly, otherwife they
could not do him any fervice, no one fhowed a difpofi-
tion to join him. The fheriff, on the earl’s approach to
his houfe, ftole out at the back door, and made the beft
of his way to the mayor. Effex, meanwhile, obferving
the coldnefs of the citizens, and hearing, that he was
proclaimed a traitor by the earl of Cumberland and lord
Burleigh, began to defpair of fuccefs, and thought of
retreating to his own houfe, He found the ftreets in his
pafiage barricadoed and guarded by the citizens under the

command of Sir John Levifon, In his attempt to force
his
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his way, Tracy, a young gentleman, to whom he borcC;Lf‘v.P-
great friendthip, was killed, with two or three of the — —
Londoners; and the earl himfelf, attended by a few of 360t
his partizans (for the greater part began fecretly to with-

draw themfelves) retired towards the river, and taking

boat, arrived at Effex-houfe. He there found, that
Gorges, whom he had fent before to capitulate with the

lord keeper and the other counfellors, had given all of

them their liberty, and had gone to court with them.

He was now reduced to defpzir ; and appeared determined,

in profecution of lord Sandys® advice, to defend himfelf

to the laft extremity, and rather to perifh, like a brave

man, with his fword in his hand, than bafely by the

hands of the executioner: But after fome parley, and

. after demanding in vain, firlt hoftages, then conditions,

from the befiegers, he furrendered at difcretion; re-
quefting only civil treatment, and a fair and impartial
hearing,

THE queen, who, during all this commotion, had 1oth Feb,
behaved with as great tranquillity and fecurity, as o
there had only pafled a fray in the ftreets, in which the
was nowife concerned r, foon gave orders for the trial of
the moft confiderable of the criminals, The earls of
Effex and Southampton were arraigned before a jury of
twenty-five peers, where Buckhurft aéted as lord fteward.

The guilt of the prifoners was too apparent to admit of
any doubt; and, befides the infurre&ion known to every
body, the treafonable conferences at Drury-houfe were
proved by undoubted evidence. Sir Ferdinando Gorges
was produced in court: The confeflions of the earl of
Rutland, of the lords Cromwel; Sandys, and Monteagle,
of Davers, Blount, and Davies, were only read to the
peers, according to the practice of thatage. Effex’s beft

g Camden, p. 632. r Birch’s Memoirs, vol, ii, p. 469.
friends




428 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

€ H A P, friends were fcandalized at his aflurmnce in infifting fo
LT

et PO : 2
1601, tentions; and {till more at his vindittive difpofition, in

fitively on his innocence, and the goodnefs of his in-

accufing, without any appearance o reafon, fecretary
Cecil as a partizan of the Infanta’s tite. The fecretary,
who had expe&ted this charge, ftepjed into the court,
and challenged Effex to produce his aithority, which, on
examination, was found extremely weak and frivolous s,
‘When fentence was pronounced, Effex {poke like 2 man
who expeéted nothing but death : But he added, that he
fhould be forry, if he were reprefent:d to the queen as
a perfon that defpifed her clemency ; though he fhould
not, he believed, make any cringing fubmiffions to ob-
tain it. Southampton’s behaviour was more mild and
fubmiffive: He entreated the good offces of the peers in
fo modeft and becoming a manner, as excited compaffion
in every one.

TuE moft remarkable circumftancein Effex’s trial was
Bacon’s appearance againft him. H: was none of the
crown lawyers ; fo was not obliged by his office to affift
at this trial : Yet did he not fcruple, in order to obtain
the queen’s favour, to be ative in baeaving of life his
friend and patron, whofe generofity le had often expe-
rienced. He compared Eflex’s condud, in pretending te
fear the attempts of his adverfaries, tothat of Pififtratus,
the Athenian, who cut and wounded 1is own body ; and
making the people believe, that his enemies had com-
mitted the violence, obtained a guardfor his perfon, by
whofe afliftance he afterwards fubdued the liberties of his
country.

AFTER Effex had pafled fome days n the folitude and
refleCtions of a prifon, his proud hewrt was at laft fub-
dued, not by the fear of dcath, but by the fentiments of

¥eligion ;
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took a more firm hold of his mind, and prevailed over
every other motive and confideration. His fpiritual di-
reCtors perfuaded him, that he never could obtain the
pardon of Heaven unlefs he made a full confeflion of his
difloyalty ; and ht gave in to the council an account of
all his criminal ddigns, as well as of his correfpondence
with the king of Scots. He fpared not even his mofk
intimate friends, (uch as lord Mountjoy, whom he had
engaged in thefe ronfpiracies ; and he fought to pacify
his prefent remort, by making fuch atonements, as, in
any other period of his life, he would have deemed more
blameable than tiofe attempts themfelves, which were
the objeéts of hispenitencet. Sir Harry Nevil, in par-
ticular, a man of merit, he accufed of a correfpondence
with the confpirabrs; though it appears, that this gen-
tleman had neveraffented to the propofals made him, and
was no farther crminal than in not revealing the earl’s
treafon ; an office to which every man of honour natu-
rally bears the ftongeft reluctance”. Nevil was thrown
into prifon, and inderwent a fevere perfecution: But as
the queen found Mlountjoy an able and f{uccefsful com-
mander, fhe contnued him in his government, and facri-
ficed her refentmeit to the public fervice,

ErizaeeTH afkcted extremely the praife of clemency;
and in every greai example, which fhe had made during
her reign, fhe hadalways appeared full of reluctance and
hefitation : But tle prefent fituation of Effex called forth
all her tender aff:&tions, and kept her in the moft real
agitation and irreolution. She felt a perpetual combat
between refentment and inclination, pride and compal-
fion, the care of her own fafety and concern for her
favourite ; and he fituation, during this interval, was

t Winwood, vol i.p, 300 u Ibid. vols i, p. 302

perhaps
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oion; a princble, which he had before attempted toC H A P,
; X o Si's 3 XL1V,
make the inftrument of his ambition, but which now ,
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€ H A P. perhaps more an object of pity, than that to which Effex

."n

", himfelf was

161

26th Feb,

And exe-
tion,

reduced. She figned the warrant for his
execution ; fhe countermanded it; fhe again refolved on
his death ; fhe felt a new return of tendernefs. Effex’s
enemies told her, that he himfelf defired to die; and had
aflured her, that fhe could never be in fafety while he
lived : It is likely, that this proof of penitence and of
concern for her would produce a contrary effeét to what
they intended, and would revive all the fond affetion,
which fhe had fo long indulged towards the unhappy
prifoner. But what chiefly hardened her heart againft
him was his fuppofed obftinacy, in never making, as
the hourly expetted, any application to her for mercy;
and fhe finally gave her confent to his execution.
He difcovered at his death fymptoms rather of peni
tence and piety than of fear; and willingly acknow-
ledged the juftice of the fentence by which he fuffered.
The execution was private in the Tower, agreeably to
his own requeft. He was apprehenfive, he faid, left the
favour and compaffion of the people would too much
raife his heart in thofe moments, when humiliation under
the afflicting hand of Heaven was the only proper fenti-
ment, which he could indulge*. And the queen, no
doubt, thought that prudence required the removing of
fo melancholy a fpeftacle from the public eye. Sir
Walter Raleigh, who came to the Tower on purpofe,
and who beheld Effex’s execution from a window, en-
creafed much by this action the general hatred, under
which he already laboured : It was thought, that his fole
intention was to feaft his eyes with the death of an
enemy; and no apology, which he could make for fo
ungenerous a conduét, could be accepted by the public.
The cruelty and animofity, with which he urged on

X Dr, Barlow’s fermon on Effex’s execution. Bacon, vol, iv.p 534.

Eflex’s



BRI NE A E TS

Effex’s fate, even when Cecil relented ¥, were ftill re-C{’u/z P,

garded as the principles of this unmanly behaviour.

THE earl of Effex was but thirty-four years of age,
when his rathnefs, imprudence, and violence brought him
to this untimely end. 'We muft here, as in many other
inftances, lament the inconftancy of human nature, that
a perfon endowed with fo many noble virtues, generofity,
fincerity, friendthip, valour, eloquence, and induftry,
fhould, in the later period of his life, have given reins to
his ungovernable paffions, and involved, not only him-
felf, but many of his friends, in utter ruin, The queen’s
tendernefs and pafiion for him, as it was the caufe of
thofe premature honours, which he attained, feems on the
whole, the chief circumftance, which brought on his un-
happy fate. Confident of her partiality towards him, as
well as of his own merit, he treated her with a haughtinefs,
which neither her love nor her dignity could bear; and
as her amorous inclinations, in fo advanced an age, would
naturally make her appear ridiculous, if not odious, in
his eyes, he was engaged, by an imprudent opennefs, of
which he made profeffion, to difcover too eafily thofe fen-
timents to her. ‘The many reconciliations and returns
of affe@ion, of which he had ftill made advantage, in-
duced him to venture on new provocations, till he pufhed
her beyond all bounds of patience; and he forgot, that
though the fentiments of the woman were ever ftrong in
her, thofe of the fovereign had fill in the end appeared
predominant.

Some of Effex’s affociates, Cuffe, Davers, Blount,
Meric, and Davis, were tried and condemned, and all of
thefe, except Davis, were executed. The queen par-
doned the reft; being perfuaded that they were drawn in
merely from their friendfhip to that nobleman, and their
care of his fafety; and were ignorant of the more crimi-

¥ Mourdin, p. 811
5 nal
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€ H A P.nal part of his intentions. Southampton’s life was faved

XLV,

1601.

4 | de, with great difficulty ; but he was dctained in prifon durmg

the remainder of this reign.
Tue king of Scots, apprehenfive left his correfpond-
ence with Effex might have been difcovered, and have
given offence to Elizabeth, fent the earl of Marre and
lord Kinlofs as ambafladers to England, in order to con-
gratulate the queen on her efcape from the late infurrec-
tion and confpiracy. They were alfo ordered to make
fecret enquiry, whether any meafures had been taken by
1er for excluding him from the fucceflion, as well as to
difcover the inclinations of the chief nobility and coun-
fellors, in cafe of the queen’s demife They found the
difpofitions of men as favourable as they could wifh; and
they even entered into a correfpondence with fecretary
Cecil, whofe influence, after the fall of Effex, was now
uncontrouled®, and who was refolved, by this policy, to
acquire, in time, the confidence of the fucceflor. He
knew how jealous Elizabeth ever was of her authority,
and he therefore carefully concealed from her his attach-
ment to James: But he afterwards afferted, that nothing
could be more advantageous to her, than this correfpond-
ence ; becaufe the king of Scots, fecure of mounting the
throne by his undoubted title, aided by thofe conneétions
with the Englifh miniftry, was the lefs likely to give any
difturbance to the prefent fovereign. He alfo perfuaded
that prince to remain in quiet, and patiently to expect,
that time fhould open to-him the inheritance of the
crown, without pufhing his friends on defperate enter-
prizes, which would totally incapacitate them from ferv-
ing him. James’s equity, as well as his natural facility
of difpofition, eafily inclined him to embrace that refolu-
tion®; and in this manner the minds of the Englith were

z Birch’s Memoirs, vol, ii. p. 5104 a QOfborne, p; 615,
b Spotfwood, p. 471, 472,
filently,
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. LW, 4
admit, without dppo-C H A P.
e ~ AL e > XLIV
fition, the fucceffion of the Scottith line : The death Of‘_,\ ey
had been rather fa- 1601,
vourable than prejudicial to that great event.
Tue Frenc

Gle htly, but uni

Effex, ‘by putting an end to f:

who was ] in fae

, :
little prepoflefied

vour of James, and who for obvious reafons; was averfe

to the union of

3,

land and Scotland ¢, made his am-

5

baflador drop fome hints to Cecil of Henry’s willingne(s

to concur in any meafure for difappointing the hopes of
the Scottith monarch 5 but as Cecil fhowed an entire dif-
approbation of fuch fchemes, the court of France

ance toc I,n

no farther fteps in that matter; and thus, the o

power; which could give much difturbance to James’s
fucceflion, was induced to acquiefce in itd [

Jenry made ETC"rdl af
a journey this fummer to Calais ; and the queen; *heari -
of his intentions, went to Dover, in hopes of havin
perfonal interview with a monarch, whom, of all others

fhe moft loved and moft refpected. The king of France,

1€

(13e]

¥

o
o a
o

who felt the fame fentiments towards her: would gladly

er}
have accepted of the propofal; but as many difficultics

occurred, it app

cd neceffary to lay afide, by common

J

confent, the proje¢t of an interview. Elizabeth, how-

ever, wrote fucceflively two letters to Henry, one by

mondes; another by Sir Robert Sydney ; in which {Au‘:
exprefled a defire of

conferring, about a bufinefs of im
portance, with fome minifter in whom that prince repofed
entire confidence. ‘The marquefs of Rofni, the ki

favourite and prime minifter, came to Dover in difg

and the Memoirs of that able ftatefman contain a
account of his conference with Elizabeth, This prin-

cefs had formed a fcheme for eftablifhing
top ]

with Henry, a new fyftem in Europe

durable balance of power, by the ered

on the ruins of the houfe of Auftria
Winwood, volii, p 152
Vor. V. Ff
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C H A P.prudence to forefee the perils, which might enfue from

E ]
XLIV. % g 3 4
’ e  the aggrandizement of herally ; and fhe purpofed to unite

1601, gzl the feventeen provinces of the Low Countries in one
republic, in order to form a perpetual barrier againt the
dangerous encreafc of the French, as well as of the Spa-
nifh, monarchy. - Henry had himfelf long meditated fuch
a projeét againft the Auftrian family; and Rofni could
not forbear exprefling his aftonifhment, when he found
that Elizabeth and his mafter, though they had never
communicated their fentiments on this fubject, not only
had entered into the fame general views, but had alfo
formed the fame plan for their execution. The affairs,
however, of France were not yet brought to a fituation,
which might enable Henry to begin that great enterprize;
and Rofni fatisfied the queen, that it would be neceflary
to poftpone for fome years their united attack on the
houfe of Auftria. He departed, filled with juft admira-
tion at the folidity of Elizabeth’s judgment, and the
greatnefs of her mind; and he owns, that the was en-
tirely worthy of that high reputation, which fhe enjoyed
in Europe.

‘THE queen’s magnanimity in forming fuch extenfive
projets was the more remarkable, as, befides her having
fallen fo far into the decline of life, the affairs of Ireland,
though condued with abilities and fuccefs, were ftill in
diforder, and made a great diverfion of her forces. The
expence, incurred by this war, lay heavy upon her narrow
revenues ; and her minifters, taking advantage of her dif-
pofition to. frugality, propofed to her an expedient of
faving, which, though fhe at firft difapproved of it, fhe
was at laft induced to embrace. It was reprefented to
her, that the great fums of money, remitted to Ireland
for the pay of the Englifh forces, came, by the neceflary
courfe of circulation, into the hands of the rebels, and
enabled them to buy abroad all neceffary fupplies of arms

3 and
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and ammunition, which, from the extreme poverty of thatC H ?V P,
kingdom and its want of every ufeful commodity, theyg__v__;
could not otherwife find means to purchafe, It was there- 1601.
fore recommended to her, that fhe fhould pay her forces
in bafe money; and it was afferted, that, befides the
great faving to the revenue, this fpecies of coin could
never be exported with advantage, and would not pafs in
any foreign market, Some of her wifer counfellors
maintained, that, if the pay of the foldiers were raifed in
proportion, the Irifh rebels would neceffarily reap the fame
benefit from the bafe money, which would always be
taken at a rate fuitable to its value; if the pay were not
raifed, there would be danger of a mutiny among the
troops, who, whatever names might be affixed to the
pieces of metal, would foon find from experience, that
they were defrauded in their income®. But Elizabeth,
though fhe juftly valued herfelf, on fixing the ﬂ:andard
of the Englith coin, much debafed by her predeceffors,
and had innovated very little in that delicate article, was
feduced by the fpecious arguments employed by the trea-
furer on this occafion; and fhe coined a great quantity of
bafe money, which hie made ufe of in the pay of her forces
in'Ireland *.

MounTjoy, the deputy, was a man of abilities; and Mountfoy's

A : fuccefs i

forefeeing the danger of mutiny among the troops, he led; N
them inftantly into the field, and refolved, by means of
frict difcipline, and by keeping them employed againft
the enemy, to obviate thofe inconveniences, which were
juftly to be apprehended. He made military roads, and
built a fortrefs at Moghery ; he drove the Mac-Genifes
out of Lecale; he haraffcd Tyrone in Ulfter with in-
roads and leffer expeditions; and by deftroying, every
where, and during all feafons, the provifions of the Irith,
he‘reduced them to perith by famine in the woods and

e Camden, p. 643, f Rymer, tom, xvi. p. 414

U morafles,
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to which they were obliged to retreat. At the

., Sir Henry Docwray, who commanded an-

other body of troops, took the caftle of Derry, and put

t-,.;,,rxif.”»f)'as into Newton and Ainogh; and having feized
the monaftery of Donnegal near Balifhannon, he threw
troops into it, and defended it againft the affaults of
O’Donnel and the Irifth. Nor was Sir George Carew
idle in the province of Munfter. He feized the titular
earl of Defimond, and fent him over, with Florence
Macarty, another chieftain, prifoner to England. He
arrefted many fufpeted perfons, and took hoftages from
others. And having got a reinforcement of two thoufand
men from England, he threw himfelf into Corke, which
he fupplied with arms and provifions and he put every
thing in a condition for refifting the Spanifh invafion,
which was daily expected. The deputy, informed of the
danger, to which the fouthern provinces were expofed,
left the profecution of the war againft Tyrone, who was
reduced to great extremities; and he marched with his
army into Munfter.

At laft, the Spaniards; under Don John d’Aquilay
arrived at Kinfale ; and Sir Richard Piercy, who com=
manded in the town with a fmall garrifon of a hundred
and fifty men, found himfelf obliged to abandon it on
their appearance.  Thefe invaders amounted to four
thoufand men, and the Irifh difcovered a ftrong propen=
fity to join them, in order to free themfelves from the
Englifh government, with which they were extremely
difcontented. One chief ground of their complaint, was
the introdu@ion of trials by jury £; an inftitution, ab-
horred by that people, though nothing contributes more
to the fupport of that equity and liberty, for which the
Englith laws are fo juftly celebrated. The Irith alfo bore
a great favour to the Spaniards, having entertained the

& (‘Amv;n‘ P (4%

opiniof
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opinion that they themfelves were defcended from thatc;{‘lﬁ]'l‘-
nation; and their attachment to the catholic religionw
proved a new caufe of affetion to the invaders. D’Aquila 1601
aflumed the title of general in the holy war for the prefer-

vation of the faith in Ireland; and he endeavoured to
perfuade the people, that Elizabeth was, by feveral

bulls of the pope, deprived of her crown ; that her fub-

je&ts were abfolved from their oath of allegiance ; and
that the Spaniards were come to deliver the Irith from
the dominion of the devil®, Mountjoy found it necef-
fary to act with vigour, in order to prevent a total
infurretion of the Irith ; and having colleted his forces,
he formed the fiege of Kinfale by land; while Sir
Richard Levifon, with a fmall fquadron, blockaded it
by fea. He had no fooner begun his operations than
he heard of the arrival of another body of two thoufand
Spaniards under the command of Alphonfo Ocampo, who
had taken poffeflion of Baltimore and Berchaven; and he
was obliged to detach Sir George Carew to oppofe their
progrefs. Tyrone, meanwhile, with Randal, Mac-Sur-
ley, Tirel baron of Kelley, and other chieftains of the
Irith, had joined Ocampo with all their forces, and were
matching to therelief of Kinfale, The deputy, informed
of their defign by intercepted letters, made preparations
to receive them ; and being re-inforced by Levifon with
fix hundred marines, he pofted. his troops on an advanta-
geous ground, which lay on the paflage of the enemy,
leaving fome cavalry to prevent a fally from d’Aquila and
the Spanifth garrifon, When Tyrone, with a detach-
ment of Irifh and Spaniards, approached, he was fur-
prized to find the Englith fo well pofted, and ranged
in good order; and he immediately founded a retreat:
But the deputy gave orders to purfue him; and having
thrown thefe advanced troops into diforder, he followed

b Camden, p. 645.

o 3 them
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(i e ' C H A P.them to the main bedy, whom he alfo attacked, and put

N XL[V'
it Wi 2y , to

16o1. Ocampo was taken prifoner; Tyrone fled into Ulfter;

flight, with the flaughter of twelve hundred menf,

Odonnel made his efcape into Spain; and d’Aquila,

finding himfelf reduced to the greateft difficulties, was
obliged to capitulate upon fuch terms as the deputy pre-
feribed to him: He furrendered Kinfale and Baltimere,
E and agreed to evacuate the kingdom. This great blow,
 ‘ ! joined to other fuccefles, gained by Wilmot, governor of

i Kerry, and by Roger and Gavin Harvey, threw the
| il | rebels into difmay, and gave a profpect of the final reduc-
‘ tion of Ireland.

THE Irith war, though fuccefsful, was extremely
burthenforne on the queen’s revenue; and befides the
fupplies granted by parliament, which were indeed very
{mall, but which they ever regarded as mighty concef-
fions, the had been obliged, notwithftanding her great
frugality, to employ other expedients, fuch as felling the
royal demefnes and crown jewels®, and exacting loans
from the people'; in order to fupport this caufe, fo effen-

O&ober 27, tial to the honour and intercs of England. The necef-

Aparlia-  fity of her affairs obliged her again to fummon a parlia-
ment, = o o2
' ment; and it here appeared, that, though old age was

advancing faft upon her, though fhe had Joft much of
her popularity by the unfortunate execution of Effex,
infomuch that, when fhe appeared in public, fhe was not

attended with the ufual acclamations”, yet the powess
of her prerogative, fupperted by her vigour, ftill remained
as high and uncontroulable as ever,

THE a&ive reign of Elizabeth had enabled many per-
fons to diftinguifh themfelves in civil and military
employments ; and the queen, who was not able, from
her revenue, to give them any rewards proportioned to

i Winwood, vol, i. p. 369, k D’Ewes, p. §29. 1 Ihid.
= Ibid, p, oz, Otborne, p. 6os.
i their
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their fervices, had made ufe of an expedient, which hadC H A P.

XL
been employed by her predeceflors, but which had never ;_N_J

been carried to fuch an extreme as under her adminiftra-
tion. She granted her fervants and courtiers patents for
monopolies ; and thefe patents they fold to others, who
were thereby enabled to raife commodities to what price
they pleafed, and who put invincible reftraints upon all
commerce, induftry, and emulation in the arts. It is
aftonifhing to confider the number and importance of
thofe commodities, which were thus affigned over to pa-
tentees. Currants, falt, iron, powder, cards, calf-fkins,
fells, pouldavies, ox-thin-bones, train oil, lifts of cloth,
pot-athes, annifeeds, vinegar, fea-coals, fteel, aquavitz,
brufhes, pots, bottles, faltpetre, lead, accidences, oil,
calamine ftone, oil of blubber, glaffes, paper, ftarch,
tin, fulphur, new drapery, dried pilchards, tranfportation
of Iron ordnance, of beer, of horn, of leather, import-
ation of Spanifh wool, of Irith yarn: Thefe are but a
part of the commodities, which had been appropriated to
monopolifts . When this lift was read in the houfe,
a member cried, Is not bread in the number? Bread,
faid every one with aftonithment: Yes, I affure you, re-
plied he, if affairs go on at this rate, we fhall have bread
reduced to a monopoly before next parliament°. Thefe mo-
nopolifts were {o exorbitant in their demands, that in
fome places they raifed the price of falt, from fixteen-
pence a bufhel, to fourteen or fifteen thillings?. Such
high profits naturally begat intruders upon their com-
merce ; and in order to fecure themfelves againft en-
croachments, the patentees were armed with high and
arbitrary powers from the council, by which they were
enabled to opprefs the people at plealure, and to exalt
money from fuch as they thought proper to accufe of

n D’Ewes, p. 648. 650. 652. o Ibid, p. 648,
p Ibid. p, 647

¥Ffg interfering
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erfering with their patent®, The patentees of falt-
-, having the power of entering into every houfe,

1651, and of committing” what havock they pleafed in ftables,
cellars, or wherever they fulpelted falt-petre might be

1; commonly extorted money from thofe who

ed to free themfelves from this damage or trouble’,

And while all domeftic intercourfe was thus reftrained,
Jeft any fcope thould remain for induftry, almoft every
{pecies of fore

companies, who bought and fold at any price, that they

was confined to exclufive

n comimer(

themfelves thought proper to offer or exact.

THESE grievances, the moft intolerable for the prefents
and the moft pernicious in their confequences, that ever
were known in any age or under any government, had
been mentioned in the laft parliament, and a petition had
even been prefented to the queen, complaining of the
patents ; but fhe ftill perfified in defending her monopo-
lifts againft her people. A bill was now introduced into
the lower houfe, abolifhing all thefe monopolies; and as
the former application had been unfuccefsful, a law was

infited on as the only certain expedient for cor rreting

thefe abu bs. The courtiers, on the other hand, main=
tained, that this matter regarded the prerogative, and that
the commons could never hope for fuccefs, if they did
not make application, in the moft humble and refpectful
manner, to the queen’s goodnefs and beneficence. The
topics, which were advanced in the houfe, and which
came equally from the courtiers and the country gentle-
men, and were admitted by both, will appear the moft
-xtraordinary to fuch as are prepoflefled with an idea of
the privileges enjoyed by the people during that age, and
of the liberty poflefled under the adminiftration of Elizas
beth. It was afferted, that the queen inherited both an
enlarging and a reftraining power; by her prerogative fhe
9 D’Ewes, p. 6444 646. 652. r Ibid. p. 653.
might
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might fet at liberty what was reftrained by ftatute or C H A P.

otherwife, and by her prerogative fhe might reftrain what
was otherwife at liberty®: That the royal prerogative
was not to be canvafled nor difputed nor examined?®;
and did not even admit of any limitation", That abfo-
lute princes, fuch as the fovereigns of England, were a
fpecies of divinity*. That it was in vain to attempt
tying the queen’s hands by laws or ftatutes; fince, by
means of her difpenfing power, fhe could loofen herfelf
at pleafure ¥ : And that even if a claufe fhould be annex-
ed to a ftatute, excluding her difpenfing power, fhe could
firft difpenfe with that claufe, and then with the ftatute =,
After all this difcourfe, more worthy of a Turkifh divan
than of an Englith houfe of commons, according to our
prefent idea of this aflembly, the queen, who perceived
how odious monopolies had become, and what heats were
likely to arife, fent for the fpeaker, and defired him to
acquaint the houfe, that the would immediately cancel the
moft grievous and oppreflive of thefe patents =,

Tue houfe was ftruck with aftonithment, and admi-
ration, and gratitude at this extraordinary inftance of the
queen’s goodnef‘s and condefcenfion. A member faid,
with tears in his eyes, that, if a fentence of everlafting
happinefs had been pronounced in his favour, he could
not have felt more joy than that with which he was at
prefent overwhelmed ®. Another obferved, that this mef-
fage from the facred perfon of the queen, was a kind of
golpel or g]ad-tidings, and ought to be received as fuch,
and be written in the tablets of their hearts®. And it
was farther remarked, that, in the fame manner as the
Deity would not give his glory to another, fo the queen
herfelf was the only agent in their prefent profperity and

s D’Ewes, p» 644, 675- t Ibid. p. 644, 649. u Ibi.d.
p. 646, 654 x Ibid. p. 649. y lbd, z 1bid.
. 646, 654. 19 - :
P 6-;' ’ 5436. a See note [LL] at the end of the volume,
b D’Ewes; p. 654+ ¢ Ibid. p. 6356.
happinefs.
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C H A P.happinefs ‘. The houfe voted, that the {peaker, with a

ittee, fhould afk permiffion to wait on her majefty,
and return thanks to her for her gracious conceffions to
her people.

WHEN the fpeaker, with the other members, was in-
troduced to the queen, they all flung themfelves on their
knees ; and remained in that pofture a confiderable time,
till fhe thought proper to exprefs her defire, that they
fhould rifee. The fpeaker difplayed the gratitude of the
eommons ; becaufe her facred ears were ever open to hear
them, and her bleffed hands ever ftretched out to relieve
them. They acknowledged, he faid, in all duty and
thankfulnefs acknowledged, that, beforc they called, her
preventing grace and all-deferving goodnefs watched over
them for their good ; more ready to give than they could
defire, much lefs deferve. He remarked, that the attri-
bute which was moft proper to God, to perform all he
promifeth, appertained alfo to her ; and that fhe was all
truth, all conftancy, and all goodnefs. And he concluded
with thefe expreflions, “ Ncither do we prefent our
¢ thanks in words or any outward fign, which can be
¢ no fufficient retribution for fo great goodnefs ; butin
¢ all duty and thankfulnefs, proftrate at your feet, we
¢ prefent our moft loyal and thankful hearts, even the
< laft drop of blood in our hearts, and the laft fpirit of
¢¢ breath in our noftrils, to be poured out, to be breathed

£ »

¢ up, for your fafety ©.” The queen heard very pati-

d D’Ewes, p. 657.

¢ We learn from Hentzner’s Travels, that no ene fpoke to queen Elica-
beth without kneeling ; though now 2nd then fhe raifed fome with waving
her hand. Nay, wherever fhe turned her eye, every one fell on his knees.
Her fuccefior firft allowed his courtiers to omit this ceremony ; and as he ex-
erted not the power, fo he relinquithed the appearance of defpotifm., Even
when queen Elizzbeth was abfent, thofe who covered her table, though per-
fons of quality, neither approached it nor retired from it without kneeling,
and that often three times,

¥ D’Ewes, p. 658, 659,

ently
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ently this {peech, in which fhe was flattered in phrafes C;LQ P,
appropriated to the Supreme Being ; and fhe returned an ",
anfwer, full of fuch expreflions of tendernefs towards her 1698
people, as ought to have appeared fullome after the late
inftances of rigour, which fhe had employed, and from

which nothing but neceffity had made her depart, Thus

was this critical affair happily terminated ; and Eliza-

beth, by prudently receding, in time, from part of her
prerogative, maintained her dignity, and preferved the
afte&tions of her people,

Tue commons granted her a fupply quite unprece-
dented, of four fubfidies and eight fifteenths ; and they
were {o dutiful as to vote this {fupply before they received
any fatisfaction in the bufinefs of monopolies, which they
juftly confidered as of the utmoft importance to the in-
tereft and happinefs of the nation. Had they attempted
to extort that conceflion by keeping the fupply in fufl-
pence; fo haughty was the queen’s difpofition, that this
appearance of conftraint and jealoufy had been fufficient
to have produced a denial of all their requefts, and to
have forced her into fome acts of authority ftill more vio-
lent and arbitrary.

‘THE remaining events of this reign are neither numer- 1602
ous nor important. The queen, finding that the Spa-
niards had involved her in fo much trouble, by fomenting
and afliting the Irith rebellion, refolved to give them
employment at home; and fhe fitted out a fquadron of
nine fhips, under Sir Richard Levifon, admiral, and Sir
William Monfon, vice-admiral, whom fhe fent on an
expedition to the coaft of Spain. The admiral, with
part of the fquadron, met the galleons loaded with trea-
fure ; but was not ftrong enough to attack them. The
vice-admiral alfo fell in with fome rich fhips; but they
efcaped for a like reafon: And thefe two brave officers,

that
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tack 1,7.'1: h;z;'bour of Cerimbra in Portugal ;

rcccxvcd intelligence, a
The harbour

- laven 11
caftle: There were eleven gall

very rich carrack
guarded by a
in it: And
to the number, as was be-

fhelter. Nas
AR e
ies ftationed

the militia o

lieved, of t

fhore: Yet, uot-.\'xirm,zmmg

f the coumrv

'\,‘"ﬂt\"“(z fand men

1, appeared in arms on the

thefe obftacles, and others
derived from the winds and tides, the Englifh fquadron
broke into the harbour, difmounted the guns of the caftle,
funk, or burnt, or put to flight, the and obliged

ThC/ brought her home to

c gallies,
furrender &,
and fhe was valued at 2 million of ducats®
A fenfible lofs to the Spaniards; and a fupply ftill more
important to Elizabeth',

THE affairs of Ireland, after the defeat of Tyrone,
and the expulfion of the Spaniards, haftened to a fettle-
ment. Lord Mountjoy divided his army into fmall pat-
ties, and harafled the rebels on every fide: He builf
Charlemont, and many other fmall forts, which were
impregnable to the Irith, and guarded all the important
pafles of the country: The a&ivity of Sir Henry Dog-
wray and Sir Arthur Chichefler permitted no repofe or
fecurity to the rebels: And many of the chieftains, after
fkulking, duringfome time, in woods and morafles, fub-
mitted to mercy, and received fuch conditions as the
deputy was pleafed to impofe upon them Tyrone him-
felf made application by Arthur Mac-Baron, his brother,
to be received upon terms;

the carrack tc
England,

but Mountjoy would not
admit him, except he made an abfolute furrender of his

& Monfon, p. 181. h Camden, p. 647.

i This year the Spaniards began the fiege of Oftend, which was bravely
defended for five months by Sir Francis Vere. The ftates then relieved
him, byfending hima new governor ; and on the whole the fiege lafted three
years, and is computed to have coft the lives of a hundred thoufand men.
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life and fortunes to the queen’s mercy. He appéared be-

fore the deputy at Millefont, in a habit and pofture fuit-

able to his prefent fortune; and after acknowledging his

offence in the moft humble terms, he was conﬂm‘tmd toy,
cuftody by Mountjoy, who intended to bring him over
captive into England, to be difpofcd of at the queen’s
pleafure,

Bur Elizabeth was now incapable of recciving any fa-

Py

tisfaction from this fortunate event: She had fallen into

a profeund melancholy ; which all the advantages of her

high fortune, all the glories of her profpero
unable, in any degree, to alleviate or afluage.  Some
3 3 o

afcribed this depreffion of mind to her repentance of
granting a pardon to Tyrone, whom fh¢ had always re-

folved to bring to condign punifhment for his treafons,
but who had made fuch intereft with the minifters, as to

extort a remiflion from her, Others, with more likeli

o)

hood, accounted for her dejection, by a uricover), which
fhe had made, of the c-:'urrd' ondence maintained in }:;.
court with her fucceflor the king of Scots, and by the
negle&, to which, on account of her old age and infir~

{elf to be expofed. ~But there is

mities, fhe imagined her{
another caufe affigned for her melancholy, which has long:
been rejeted by hiftorians as romantic, but which late

difcoveries feem to have confirmed *: Some incidents

happened, which revived her tendernefs for Effex, anc
filled her with the dcepeft !

ow for the confent, which

THE carI of }Li ex, ahu his return from the fortunate
expedition againft Cadiz, obferving the encreafe of the
queen’s fond attachment towards him, took occafion to
regret, that the neceffity of her fervice required him often
to be abfent from her perfon, and expofed him to all thofe

k See the proofs of this rema
p.206, And Memoirs; vol. ii
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ill offices, which his enemies, more afliduous in theit
dance, could employ againft him. She was moved
with this tender jealoufy ; and making him the prefent of
aring, defired him to keep that pledge of her affection,
and affured him, that, into whatever difgrace he fhould
fall, whatever prejudices fhe might be induced to enter-
tain againft him, yet, if he fent her that ring, fhe would
immediatcly, upon the fight of it, recall her former
tendernefs, would afford him a patient hearing, and
would lend a favourable ear to his apology. Effex, not-
withftanding all his misfortunes, referved this precious
gift to the laft extremity; but after his trial and. con-
demnation, he refolved to try the experiment, and he
committed the ring to the countefs of Nottingham,
whom he defired to deliver it to the queen. The coun-
tefs was prevailed on by her hufband, the mortal enemy
of Effex, not to execute the commiffion ; and Elizabeth,
who ftill expeéted, that her favourite would make this
laft appeal to her tendernefs, and who afcribed. the ne-
gle&t of it to his invincible obftinacy, was, after much
delay, and many internal combats, pufhed by refentment
and policy to fign the warrant for his execution, The
countefs of Nottingham, falling into ficknefs, and affect-
ed with the near approach of death, was feized with re-
morfe for her condu& ; and having obtained a vifit from
the queen, fhe craved her pardon, and revealed to her the
fatal fecret. The queen, aftonifhed with this inciderit,
burft into a furious paffion: She fhook the dying cousi-
tefs in her bed ; and crying to her, That God might par-
don ber, but fhe never could, fhe broke from her, and
thenceforth refigned herfelf over to the deepeft and moft
incurable melancholy. She rejected all confolation: She
even refufed food and fuftenance: And throwing herfelf
on the floor, fhe remained fullen and immoveable, feed-
ing her thoughts on her afflictions, and declaring life
and
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and exiftence an infufferable burthen to her. Few words € ;‘ A P.
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the uttered ; and they were all expreflive of fome inward

grief, which fhe cared not to reveal: But fighs and
groans were the chief vent, which fhe gave to her de-
fpondency, and which, though they difcovered her for-
rows, were never able to eafe or affuage them. Ten days
and nights fhe lay upon the carpet, leaning on cuthions
which her maids brought her; and her phyficians could
not perfuade her to allow herfelf to be put to bed, much
lefs to make trial of any remedies, which they prefcribed
to her!. Her anxious mind, at laft, had fo long preyed
on her frail body, that her end was vifibly approaching ;
and the council, being affembled, fent the keeper, ad-
miral, and fecretary, toknow her will with regard to her
fucceflor. She anfwered with a faint voice, that, as fhe
had held a regal fcepter, fhe defired no other than a royal
fucceffor.  Cecil requefting her to explain herfelf more
particularly, fhe fubjoined, that fhe would have a king
to fucceed her; and who fhould that be but her neareft
kinfman, the king of ‘Scots? Being then advifed by the
archbifhop of Canterbury to fix her thoughts upon God,
the replied, that fhe did fo, nor did her mind in the leaft

wander from him. Her voice foon after lefe her; her g

1603,

death,

fenfes failed ; fhe fell into a lethargic flumber, which 24thMarch.

continued fome hours ; and the expired gently, without
farther ftruggle or convulfion, in the feventieth year of
her age; and forty-fifth of her reign.

So dark a cloud overcaft the evening of that day, which And cha.

raf} Cle

had fhone out with a mighty luftre in the eyes of all Eu-
rope. ‘There are few great perfonages in hiftory, who
have been more expofed to the calumny of enemies, and
the adulation of friends, than queen Elizabeth ; and yet
there fcarcely is any, whofe reputation has been more
certainly determined, by the unanimous confent of pof-

I Strype, vol,iv. N9 276,
terity,
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come all prejudices ; and obliging her detractors to abate
much of their invectives; and her admirers fomewhat of
their panegyrics, have at laft, in fpite of political fac:
tions; and what is more, of religious animofities, pro-
duced a uniform judgment with regard to her conduét,
Jer vigour, her conftancy, her magnanimity, her pene-
tration, vigilance, addrefs, are allowed to merit the
bigheft praifes, and appear not to have been furpafled by
any perfon that ever filled a throne: A conduct lefs
rigorous, lefs imperious, more fincere, more indulgent to
her people, would have been requifite to form a perfect
charadter. By the force of her mind, fhe controuled all
her more active and ftronger qualities, and prevented
them from running into excefs: Her heroifm was exempt
from temerity, her frugality from avarice, her friendfhip
from partiality, her aftive temper from turbulency and
a vain ambition : She guarded not herfelf with equal care
or equal fuccefs from lefler infirmities ; the rivalfhip of
beauty, the defire of admiration, the jealoufy of love, and
the fallies of anger.

Her fingular talents for government were founded
equally on her temper and on her capacity., Endowed
with a great command over herfelf, fhe foon obtained an
uncontrouled afcendant over her people; and while fhe
meritad all their efteem by her real virtues, fhe alfo en-
paged their affections by her pretended ones. Few fove-
reigns of England fucceeded to the throne in more difficult
circumftances ; and none ever conducted the government
with fuch uniform fuccefs and felicity. Though unac-
quainted with the practice of toleration, the true fecret
for managing religious fattions, fhe preferved her people,
by her fuperior prudence, from thofe confufions, in

which theological controverfy had involved all the neigh-
bouring
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powerful princes of Europe, the moft afive, the moft

enterprifing, the leaft fcrupulous, fhe was able by her
vigour to make deep impreffions on their ftates : Her own
greatnefs, meanwhile, remained untouched and unim-
paired.

T'HE wife minifters and brave warriors, who flourithed
under her reign, fhare the praife of her fuccefs; but in=
ftead of leflening the applaufe due to her, they make great
addition to it. They owed, all of them, their advance-
ment to her choice; they were fupported by her con-
ftancy ; and with all their abilities, they were never able
to acquire any undue afcendant over her. In her family,
in her court, in her kingdom, fhe remained equally
miftrefs: The force of the tender paflions was great
over her, but the force of her mind was ftill {uperior ;
and the combat, which her viétory vifibly coft her, ferves
only to difplay the firmnefs of her refolution, and the
loftinefs of her ambitious fentiments.

T'HE fame of this princefs, though it has furmounted
the prejudices both of faction and bigotry, yet lies ftill
expofed to another prejudice, which is more durable be-
caufe more natural, and which, according to the different
views in which we furvey her, is capable either of exalt-
ing beyond meafure, or diminifhing the luftre of her cha-
rafter. ‘This prejudice is founded on the confideration of
her fex. When we contemplate her as a woman, we are
apt to be ftruck with the higheft admiration of her great
qualities and extenfive capacity ; but we are alfo apt to re-
quire fome more foftnefs of difpofition, fome greater lenity
of temper, fome of thofe amiable weaknefles by which her
fex is diftinguithed. But the true method of eftimating
her merit, is to lay afide all thefe confiderations, and
confider her merely as a rational being, placed in autho-

Vor, V. Gg rity,

1603,
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C H A P.rity, and entrufted with the government of mankind.
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: : , We may find it dificult to reconcile our fancy to her as
s603. a wife or a miftrefs; but her qualities as a fovereign,

though with fome confiderable exceptions, are the object

of undifputed applaufe and approbation.
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HE party among us, who have diftinguithed them- Apoendix

felves by their adhering to liberty and a popular e

government, have long indulged their prejudices againft Government

the fucceeding race of princes, by beftowing unbounded B
panegyrics on the virtue and wifdom of Elizabeth. They
have'even been fo extremely. ignorant of the tranfactions
of this reign, as toextol her fora quality, which, of all
others, the was the leaft poficfled of ; a tender regard for
the: conftitution, and a concern for the liberties and pri-
vileges of her people. But as it is fcarcely poffible. for
the prepoflefiions of party to throw a veil much longer
over faéls fo palpable and undeniable, there is danger left
the. public fhould run into the oppofite extreme, and
fhould entertain an averfion to the memory of a princefs,
who exercifed the royal authority in 2 manner fo con-
trary to all the ideas, which we at prefent entertain of
alegal conftitution. But Elizabeth only fupported the
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