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J A M E S I. 

CHAP. XLV. 

Introduftion--James's firft tratzjaflions -State 

(}/ Europe-- Rofni' s negotiations-- Raleigh' s 

conjpiracy ~ Hampton. court conference - A 
Parliament--Peace with Spain. 

T HE crown of England was never tranlinitted c H A P. 

from father to fon with greater tranquillity,~ 
than it paffed from the family of Tudor to that 16o1. 

of Stuart. Duling the whole reign of Elizabeth, the 
eyes of men had been employed in fearch of her fuccef-
for; and when old age made the profpect of her death 
more immediate, there appeared none but the king of 
Scots, who could advance any jufi: claim or preten!ion 

VoL, V 1. B to 



2 HISTORY OF GREAT BlHTAIN. 

c H A P. to the throne. He was great grand-fon ofMargaret,.elder 
XLV. · 1 

~daughter of Henry VII. and, on the fa1·l1re of the m a e-

. 16°3• line, his hereditary right remained unq1efi:ionable. If 
the religion of Mary queen of Scots, and the other 

prejudices contracted againfi: her, had f~rmed any con
fiderable obftacle to her fucceffion ;. thefe objections, be
jng entirely perfona}, had no place witl regard to her 
fon. Men alfo confidered, that, thou~ the title, de

rived from blood,. had been frequently v.olated fince the 

Norman conquefr, fuch licences had :lroceeded more 
from force or intrigue, than from any ddiberate maxims 
of government. The lineal heir had lill in the end 
prevailed; and both his exclufion and reftorati<>n had 

been commonly attfmded with fuch comulfions, as were 

fufficient to warn all prudent men not lightly to give 

way to fuch irregularities. If the will of Henry VIII .. 

authorifed by aCt: of parliament, had tactly excluded the 
Scottifu line ; the tyranny and caprices ·>f that monarch· 
had been fo fignal, that a· fettlement of ~his nature, un

fupported by any juft reafon, had· no atthority with the 
people. ~een Elizabeth too, with her dying breath,. 
had recognized the undoubted title of her kinfman· 
James; and the whole nation feemed to Cifpofe themfelves. 
with joy and pleafure for his reception. Though born 

and educated amidfl: a foreign and _ holile people, men. 
hoped, from his charaCter of moderat.Dn and wifdom, 

that he would embrace the maxims of an Englifh mo

narch; and the prudent forefaw greateJ advantages, re

fulting from a union with Scotland, t!an difadvantages 

from fubmitting to a prince of that llition. The ala
crity, with which the Englifh looked ·owards the fu.c
cefior, had appeared fo evident to EliZlbeth, that, con
curring with other caufes, it affeCted he· with the deepe!r 

melancholy; and that wife princefs, vhofe penetration 
and: 



fA M E S I. 3 
and experience h:d given her the gteatefr infight into C f! ~ P. 

human affairs, hac not yet fufficiently weighed the ingra-~ 
titude of courtiers. and levity of the people. 16o3. 

As viCtory abrad, and tranquillity at home, had at
tended this princes, the left the nation in fuch flouri{h

ing circumftances: that her fucceffor poffeffed every ad
vantage, except t1at of comparifon with her illuftrious 
name, when he nounted the throne of England. TheFirfi tranr .. 
k . ' · c Ed' b h L d · d' I actions of 1ng s JOUrney 1ron m urg to on on, 1mme late y this reign. 
alforded to the intuifitive fome circumftances of com
parifon, which e\1!11 the natural partillity in favour of 
their new fovereiEf1, could not interpret to his advan-
tage. As he paffd along, all ranks of men flocked about 

him, from every q1arter; allured by intereft or curiofity. 
Great were the rejticings, and loud and hearty the accla
mations which refiunded from all fides ; and every one 
could remember h>w the affability and popular manners 
of their queen diplayed themfelves, amidil: fuch con.: 
courfe and exultati•n of her fubjech. But] ames, though . 
fociable and famili.r with his friends and courtiers, hated 
the buftle of a mxt multitude; and though far from 
di!liking flattery, :et was he frill fonder of tranquillity 
and eafe. He iirwd therefore a proclzmation, forbidding 
this refort of peope, on pretence of the fcarcity of pro-
vifions, and other i1conveniencies, which, he faid, would 
neceffarily attend ila. 

HE was not, hovever, infenfible to the great flow of 
affeCl:ion, which aweared in his uew fubjeets; and being 
himfelf of an affelionate temper, he feems to have been 

in hafte to make tarn fome return of kindnefs and good 
offices. To this native, probably, we arc to afcribe that 
profufenefs of title; which was obfei \'ed in the beginning 

f his reign; wher in fix weeks time, after his entrance 

a KeJnet, p. 661. 

B 2 into 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C H A P, into the kingdom, he is computed to have befiowed 
XLV. 

'---v-- knighthood on no lefs than 237 perfons. If Elizabeth's 
16°3· frugality of honours, as well as of money, had formerly 

been repined at, it began now to be valued and efieemed: 
And every one was fenfible, that the king, by his lavifh 
and premature conferring of favours, had failed of 
obliging the perfons, on whom he befiowed them. 

'rJtles of all kinds became fo common, that they were 

fcarcely marks of difiinB:ion ; and being diflributed, 
without choice or deliberation, to perfons unknown 

to the prince, were regarded more as the proofs of fa

cility and good-nature, than of any determined friend .. 

fuip or efl:eem. 

A pafquinade was affixed to St. Paul's, in which an 

art was promifed to be taught, very neceffary to affifi frail 

memories, in retaining the names of the new nobility b, 

WE may prefume, that the Englifh would have thrown 
lefs blame on the king's facility in befiowing favours, had 

thefe been confined entirely to their own nation, and had 
not been fhared out, in too unequal proportions, to his 

old fubjeCts. James, who, through his whole reign, was 
more guided by temper and inclination than by the rules 
of political prudence, had brought with him great num
bers of his Scotti!h courtiers; whofe impatience and im
portunity were apt, in many particulars, to impofe on 
the eafy nature of their mafl:er, and extort favours, 
of which, it is natural to imagine, his Englifu fubjech 
would loudly complain. The duke of Lenox, the earl 
of Marre, lord Hume, lord Kinlofs, Sir George Hume, 
fecretary Elphinfrone c, were. immediately added to the 
Englifu privy council. Sir George Hume, whom he 
created earl of Dunbar, was his declared favourite as 

long as that nobleman lived, and was one of the wifeft 

b Wilfon1 in Kennet, p. 665. c Ibid. P• 66:.. 

and 
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and mofr virtuous, though the Jeafr powerful, of a1l thofe C ~L~. P. 

whom the king ever honoured with that difi:inction. ~ 
Hay, fome time after, was created Vifcount Doncafi:er, 16o3. 

then earl of Carlille, and got an immenfe fortune from 
the crown ; all of which he fpent in a fplendid and 
courtly manner. R ·.:tmfay obtained the title of Earl of 
Holdernefs; and many others, being raifed, on a fud-
den, to the highefr elevation, encreafed, by their info-
lence, that envy, which naturally attended them, as frran .. 
gers and ancient enemies. 

IT mufr, however, be owned, in juflice to James, 
that he left almofr all the chief offices in the hands of 
Elizabeth's minifrers, and trufi:ed the conduCl: of political 
concerns, both foreign and domefric, to his Englilh fub
jeB:s. Among thefe, fecretary Cecil, created fucceffively 
Lord Effindon, Vifcount Cranborne, and Earl of Salif
bury, was always regarded as his prime minifi:er and chief 
counfdlor. Though the capacity and penetration of 
this minifter were fufficiently known, his favour with the 
king created furprize on the acceffion of that monarch. 
The ferret correfpondence into which he had entered 
with J ames, and which had fenfibly contributed to the 
eafy reception of that prince in England, laid the foun
dation of Cecil's credit; and while all his former affo
ciates, Sir Waiter Raleigh, lord Grey, lord Cobham, 
were difcountenanced on account of their animofity 
againfr Eife"t, as well as for other reafons, this minifrcr 
was continued in employment~ and treated with the 
greatefr confidence and regard. 

THE capacity of James and his minifters in negocia. 
tion was immediately pur to trial, on the appearance 
of ambaffadors from almofr all the princes and frates of 
Europe, in order to congratulate him on his acce.lfion, 
and to form wi~h him new treaties an~ alliance~. Be-

B 3 fide 



6 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. fide minifiers from Venice, Denmark, the Palatinate; 

~Henry Frederic of Naffau~ affified by Barnevelt the Pen~ 
fionary of Holland, was ambcJfador from the ~ates of the 
United Provinces. Aremberg was fent by Archduke 
Albert; and Taxis was expeCted in a !ittle time from 

Spain. But he who mofi excited the attention of the 

public, both on account of his own merit and that of 

his mafrer, was the marquefs of Rofni, afterwards duke 

of Sully, prime minificr and favourite of Henry IV. of 

State of 
:Europe. 

I 
I 

/ 

France. 
WHEN the dominions of the houfe of Aufiria devolved 

on Philip II. all Europe was ftruck with terror; lefi the 

power of a family, which had been raifeci by fortune, 

fhould now be carried to an immeafurable height, by the 

wifdom and conduct of this monarch. But never were 

apprehenfions found in the event to be more groundlefs. 

Slow without prudence, ambitious without enterprize, 

falfe without deceiving any body, apd refined without any 

true judgment; fuch was the character of Philip, an~ 

fuch the character, which, during his life-time, and after 

his death, he impreffed on the Spanifh councils. Re

volted or depopulated provinces, difcontented or indolent 

inhabitants, were the fpeB:acles, which thofe dominions, 

lying in every climate of the globe, prefentcd ·to Philip 

HI. a weak prince, and to the duke of Lerma, a minifl~r, 
weak and odious. But though military difcipline, ,~hich 
frill remained, ~as wh~t alone gave fome appearance of 

life and vigour to that languifhing body ; yet fo great 

was the terror, produced by former power and ambition, 

that the reduction of the houfe of A~ftria was the object 

of men's vows, throughout a·ll the fiates of Chrifiendom. 

It was not perceived, that the French empire, now united in 

~omefiic peace, and governed by the moll: heroic and moft 

~miable prince, that adorns modern ftory, was ~ecome, 
of 

9 
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ef itfelf, a fufficient counterpoife to the Spanilh greatnefs. c H A P. 

Perhaps, that prince himfelf did net perceive it, when he~ 
propofed, by his minifter, a league with J ames, in con- 1~3. 
• .n.. . h V . h U . d p • d h Rofm s ne· JUn~.:.Lton wtt emce, t e · mte rovmces, an t e gociations. 

northern crowns ; in order to attack the Auftrian domi-
nions on every fide, and deprefs the exorbitant power of 
that ambitious family e, But the geoius of the Englilh 
monarch was not equal to fuch vaft enterprizes. 'rhe 
love of peace was his ru.ling paffion; .and it was his pecu-
liar felicity, that the conjunctures of the time$ rendered 
the fame objeCt, which was agreeable to hil;n, i>R the 
bigheft degree advantageous to his people. 

THE French ambaffador, therefore, was obliged tQ 
depart from thefe extenfive views, and to concert with 
James the means of providing for the fafety of the United 
Provinces: Nor was this object altogether without its 
difficulties. The king, before his acceffion, had enter• 
tained fcruples with regard to the revolt of the Low
C ountries; and being commonly open and fincere £, he 
had, on many occafions, gone fo far as to give to the 
Dutch the appellation of rebels g: But having con
verfed more fully with Engli1h minifters and courtiers, 
he found their attachment to that republic fo ftrong, and 
their opinion of common interefl: fo efiablilhed, that he 
was obliged to facrifice to politics his fenfe of juftice; ~ 
quality, which, even when erroneous, is refpetl:able as 
well as rare in a monarch. He therefore agreed with 
Rofni to fupport fecretly the ll:ates·general, in concert 
with the king of France; left their weaknefs and defpair 
fuould oblige them to fubmit to their old mafter. The 
articles of the treaty were few and fimple. It was fiipu
lated, that the two kings fhould allow the Dutch to levy 
forces in their refpective dominions ; and fuould under-

e Sully's Memoirs. . f La Bcderie, vol. i, p. uo. 

~ Win wood, vol. ii. P• 55• 

hand 
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C H A P. hand remit to that republic the fum of J ,4oo,ooo livres 
XLV, f 
~ a-year for the pay of thefe forces : That the whole um 
· 16o3 . lhould be advanced by the king of France; but that the 

third -of it !bould be deduCted from the debt due by him 
to queen Elizabeth. And if the Spaniards attacked either 
of the princes, they agreed to affifi each other; Henry 
with • force of ten thoufand men, J ames with that of 
fix. Th1s treaty, one of the W i f~fr and mofi equitable 
concluded by J ames, during the courfe of his reign, 
was more the work of the prince himfelf, than any of 
his minifiers h. 

Rale'gh's AMIDST the great tranquillity, both foreign and do· 
confpiracy, mefric, with. which the nation was blefi, nothing could be 

more furprifing than the difcovery of a confpiracy to fub
vert the government~ and to fix on the throne Arabella 
Stuart, a near relation of the king's by the family of Leuox~ 
and defcended equally from Henry VII. Every thing 
remains ftill myfierious in this confpiracy ; and hifrory 
can give us no clue to unravel it. Watfpn and Clarke, 
two catholic priefis, were accufed of the plot; Lor~ 

Grey, a puritan : Lord Cobham, a thoughtlefs man, of 
no fixt princ1ple: And Sir Waiter Raleigh, fufpeCled to 

· -be of that philofophical feet, who were then extremely 
rare in England, and who have fince received the appel
lation of free thinkers. Together with thefe, Mr. Broke, 
brother to lord Cobham, Sir Griffin Markham, Mr. 
Copeley, Sir Edward P arham. What cement could 
unite men of fuch difcordant principles in fo dangerous 
a combination; what end they propofed, or what means 

proportioned to an undertaking of this nature, has never 
yet been explained, and cannot eafily be imagined. As 
Raleigh, Grey, and Cobham were commonly believed, 
af~er the queen's death, to have oppofed proclaiming the 

h Sully's Memoirs. 

king~ 
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king, till conditions lhould be made with him ; they c H A P. 

h 1 b . h XLV. were upon t at account extreme y o noxious to t e "---v--J 
court and minifiry; and the people were apt, at firfi, to I6oz. 

fufpect, that the p1ot was merely a contrivance of fecre-
tary Cecil, to get rid of his old confederates, now become 
his mofi inveterate enemies. But the confeffion, as well 
as trial of the criminals, put the matter beyond doubt i. 
And though no one could find any marks of a concerted 
entcrprize, it appeared, that men of furious and ambi-
tious fpirits, meeting frequently together, and believing 
~11 the world difcontented Lke themfelves, had entertain-
ed very criminal projects, and had even entered, fome of 
them at leaft, into a correfpondence with Arcmberg, the 
Flemilh ambaffador, in order to give difiurbance to the 
new fettlement. 

THE two priefis k and Broke 1 were executed : Cob
ham, Grey, and Markham were pardoned m, after they 
had laid their heads upon the block "• Raleigh too was 
~eprieved, not pardoned; and he remained in confine
ment many years afterwards. 

IT appears from Sully's Memoirs, that Raleigh fecretly 
offered his fervices to the French ambaffador; and we 
may thence prefume, that, meeting with a repulfe from 
that quarter, he had recourfe, for the fame unwarrantable 
purpofes, to the Flemilh minifier. Such .a conjecture 
we are now enabled to form ; but it muft be confelfed, 
that, on his trial, there appeared no proof of this tranf
achon, nor inoeed any circumftance which could jufiify 
his condemnation. He was accufed by Cobham alone, 
in a fudden fit of paffion, upon hearing, that Raleigh, 
~hen examined, had pointed out fome circumftances, by 
which Cobham's guilt might be known and afcertained. 

1 State 'l.'rials, p. 1 So. 2.d edit. Winwood, vol. ii. p. 8. u. ~No,. 

vember 29. 1 December 5• m December 9• n Winwood, 
vol. ii, p. J!. 

This 
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,c H A P. This accufation Cobham afterwards retraCl:ed; and foon 
XLV. n d h' .a. • y h . t..-.y---1 after, he retraLLe Js retral:Latwn. et upon t e wntten 
J6°3· evidence of this fingle witnefs, a man of no honour or 

underfl:anding, and fo contraditlory in his tefrimony ; 
not confronted with Raleigh; not fupported by any con

curring circ:umfiance; was that great man, contrary to 

all law and equity, found guilty by the jury. His name 

was at that time extremely odious in England; and every 

man was pleafed to give fentence againft the capital ene

my of Effex, the fa vourite of the people. 

SIR Edward Coke, the famous lawyer, then attorney

general, managed the caufe for t~e crown, and threw 

out on Raleigh fuch grofs abufe, as may be deemed a 

great refletlion, not only on his own memory, but even, 

in fome degree, on the manners of the age. Traitor, 

monfier, viper, and fpider of hell, are the terms, which 
he employs againft one of the mofr illufirious men of 

the kingdom, who was under trial for life and fortune, 

and who defended himfelf with temper, .eloquence? and 

courage 0
• 

'ruE next occupatio:1 of the king was entirely accord~ 

ing to his heart's content. He was employed, in dictating 

magifl:erially to an affembly of divines concerning points 

of faith and difcipline, and in receiving the applaufes of 

thefe holy men for his fuperior zeal and learning. The 

religious difp~tes between the church and the puritans 

had induced him to call a conference at Hampton-court, 

on pretence of finding expedients, which 1~ight reconcile 
both parties. · · 

THoUGH the feverities of Elizabeth towards theca

tholics had much weakened that party, ~hofe genius 

'as oppofite to the prevailing fpirit of the nation ; like fe-

e State Ttials, 1ft edit, p. 1761 I77• I8z, 

veri ties 
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verities had had fo little influence on the puritans, who c H A P• 

were encouraged by that fpirit, that no lefs than feven ~ 
hundred and fifty clergymen of that party figned a peti- 16o4, 

tion to the king on his acceffion; and many more feemed 
yvilling to adhere to it P. They all hoped, that James, 
having received his education in Scotland, and having 
fometimes profeffed an attachment to the church, efta-
blilhed there, would at leaft abate the rigour of the laws 
enacted in fupport of the ceremonies and againft puritans; 
if he did not lhow more particular grace and encourage-
ment to that feet. But the king's difpofition had taken 
ftrongly a contrary biafs. The more he knew the puri-
tanical clergy, the lefs favour he bore to them. He had 
remarked in their Scottilh brethren a violent turn towards 
rcpublicanifm, and a zealo4s attachment to civil liberty; 
principles nearly allied to that religious enthufiafm, with 
which they were actuated. He had found, that being 
mofily perfons of low birth and mean education, the 
fame lofty pretenfions, which attended them in their fa-
miliar addre!fes to their Maker, of whom they believed 
themfelves the peculiar favourites, induced them to ufe 
the utmoft freedoms with their earthly fovereign. In 
both capacities, of monarch and of theologian, he had 
experienced the little complaifance, which they were dif-
pofed to 1how him ; whilfr they controuled his commands, 
difputed his tenets, and t~ his face, before the whole 
people, cenfured his conduct and behaviour. If he had 
fubmitted to the indignity of courting their favour, he 
trcafured up, on that account, the ftronger refentment 
againfr them, and was determined to make them feel, in 
their turn, the yveight of his authority. Though he had 
often met with refi!tance and faCtion and obfrinacy in the 
Scottilh nobility, he retained no ill-will to that order; 
Of rat~er lhowed them favour and kindne{s in England, 

• I 

p Fuller, book IO, Collier, vol. ii. p. 67z. 

beyond 
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c it~. P. beyond what reafon and found policy could well juflify: 

'--v---1 But the afcendant, which the preiliyterian clergy had af

l6o+ fumed over him, was what his monarchical pride could 

never thorougly digeft q. 

HE dreaded likewife the popularity, which attended 

this order of men in both kingdoms. As ufelcfs aufie

rities and felf-denial are imagined, in many religions, to 
render us acceptable to a benevolent Being, who created 

us folely for happinefs, J ames remarked, that the ruftic 

feverity of thefe clergymen and of their wh()le feB: had 

given them, in the eyes of the multitude, the appearance 

of fanCt:ity and virtue. Strongly inclined himfelf to 

mirth and wine and fports of all kinds, he apprehended 

their cenfure for his manner of life, free and difengaged. 

And, being thus averfe, from temper as well as policy, to 

the feB: of puritans, he was refolved, if poffible, to pre

vent its farther growth in England. 

BuT it was the character ot James's councils, through

out his whole reign, that they were more wife and equi

table, in their end, than prudent and political, in the 

means. Though j ufily fenfible, that no part of civil ad

miniftration required greater care or a nicer judgment 

than the conduct of religious parties; he had not per
ceived, that, in the fame proportion as this praCtical 

knowledge of theology is requifire, the fpeculative refine

ments in it are mean, and even dangerous in a monarch. 

By entering zealoufly into frivolous difputes, James gave 

them an air of importance and dignity, which they could 

not othcrwife have acquired; and being himfelf inlifted 

in the quarrel, he could no longer have recourfe to con-

q James ventured to fay in his Bafilicon Doron, publiihed while lle vyas 

in Sc:otland: '' I proteft before the great God, and fince I am here ? s upon 

my Teftament, it is no place for me to lie in, that ye ihall never find with 

apy Highland or Borderer Thieves, greater ingratitude and more lies and vile 

perjuries, than with thefc: fanatic fpirits: And fuffer not the pr:ncipal of 

them to brollk your )ancj," K. Jamel's Works, p. 161. 

tempt 
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tempt and ridicule, the only proper method of appealing 'C H A P. 
XLV, it. The church of England had not yet abandoned the '--v----1 

rigid doCtrines of grace and predefiination : The puri- J6of. 

tans had not yet feparated themfelves from the church, 
nor openly renounced epifcopacy. Though the fpirit of 
the parties was confiderably different, the only appearing 
fubjetl:s of difpute were concerning the crofs in baptifm, 
the ring in marriage, the ufe of the furplice, and the bow-

ing at the name of J cfus. Thefe were the mighty quef- Conference 

tions, which were folemnl y agitated in the conference at at Hamp-

Hampton-court between fome bifhops and dignified cler-
gymen on the one hand, and fome leaders of the puritanical 
party on the other; the king and his minifters being 
prefent r. 

ton-coart. 

The puritans were here fo unreafonable as to complain 4th Jan. 
of a partial and unfair management of the difpute; as if 
the fearch after truth were in any degree the objetl: of 
fuch conferences, and a candid indifference, fo rare even 
among private enquirers in philojophical quefiions, could 
ever be expeCted among princes and prelates, in a theolo-
gical controverfy. The king, it mufi be confeffed, from 
the beginning of the conference, fhowed the firongefi: 
propenfity to the efiablilhed church, and frequently in
culcated a maxim, which, though it has fome foundation, 
is to be received with great limitations, No BrsHoP, No 
KING. The bilhops, in their turn, were very liberal of 
their praifes towards the royal difputant; and the archbi-
fhop of Canterbury faid, that undoubtedly his majl!j1y fpake 
hy the fpecial aJ!VJance of God's fpirit s. A few alterations 
in the liturgy were agreed to, and both parties feparated 
with mutual diffatisfaCl:ion. ' 

IT had frequently been the praCl:ice of the puritans to 
form certain affemblies, which they called prophefyings; 

r Fuller's Ecclefiaft. Hiftory. s Ken net, p. 66 5• 

where 
.. _ 
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c H A P. where alterhately, as moved by the fpirit, they difplayed 
XLV. h ' 1 . d h . d ·r. d h . ~ t e1r zea m prayers an ex ortatwns, an ra11e t e1r 
i6o4. own enthufiafm, as well as that of their audience, to 

the highefi pitch, from that focial contagion, which has 
fo mighty an influence on holy fervours, and from the 
mutual emulation, which arofe in thofe trials of religious 

eloquence. Such dangerous focieties had been fuppre£fed 

by Elizabeth; and the minifl:ers in this conference mo
ved the kmg for their revival. But J ames fharply replied, 

If you aim at a Scottifh prejbytery it agrees as well with mo

narchy as God and the devil. There Jack and Tom and 

Will and Dick foal! meet and cenfure me and my council. 

7berefore I t·eitcrate my former fpeech: Le Roi s'avifera. 

Stay, I pray, for one fe-ven years before you demand; and 

then, if you find me grow purjie and fat, I may perchanu 

bearken unto you. For that government will keep me in breath, 
and give me work enougb t. Such were the political con

fiderations, which determined the king in his choice among 

religious parties. 

A p<~rlia· THE next a£fembly, in which James difplayed his learn-
ment. ing and eloquence, was one that £bowed more fpirit of 

liberty than appeared among his biihops and theologians. 

19
thMarch. The parliament was now ready to a£femble; being fo 

long delayed on account of the plague, which had broken 

out in London, and raged to fuch a degree, that above 

30,000 perfons are computed to have died of it in a year; 
though the city contained at that time little more than 

150,000 inhabitants. 
THE fpcech whir h the king made on opening the 

parliament, fully difplays his character, and proves him 

to have poffeffed more knowledge and b:::tter parts than 
prudence or any juft fenfe of decorum and propriety u. 

t Fuller' s Ecclefiaft. Hifto·y. 11 K. James's Works, p. 484, 485) &c. 

Journ. 1.1.d March, 1603, Kennet: ~. 6g8, 

Though 
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Though few produB:ions of the age furpafs this perform- C H A P • 
. h . J1 I • h • fl_· XL V. ance e1t1 er m uy e or matter; It w-a-nH t at maJemc ~ 

brevity and referve, which becomes a king in his addre!fes 16o4. 

to the great council of the nation. It contains, how-
ever, a remarkable firoke of candor, where he confelfes 
his too great facility in yielding to the felicitations of 
fuitors X: A fault, which he promifes to correcr, but 
which adhered to him, and difirdled him, during the 
whole courfe of his reign. 

THE firfi: bufinefs, in which the commons were en
gaged, was of the utmo:R importance ro the prefcrvation 
of their privileges; and neither temper nor refolution 
were wanting in their condutl: of it. 

IN the former periods of the Eng1i!h government, the 
.houfe of commons was of fo fmall weight in the balance 
of the confi:itution, that little attention had been given, 
either by the crown, the people, or the houfe itfelf, to 
the choice and continuance of the members. It had 
been ufua], after parliaments were prolonged beyond one 
feffion, for the chancellor to exert a difcretionary autho
rity, of iffuing new writs to fupply the place of any 
members, whom he judged incapable of attending, either 
on account 0f their employment, their ficknefs, or other 
impediment. This practice gave that minifier, and con
fequently the prince, an unlimited power of modeling at 
pleafure the reprefentatives of the nation ; yet fo little 
jealoufy had it created, that the commons, of themfelves, 
without any court influence or intrigue, and contrary to 
fome former votes of their own, confirmed it in the 
twenty third of Elizabeth r. At that time, though fome 
members, whole places had been fupplied on account of 
ficknefs, having now recovered their health, appeared in 
the houJe, and claimed their feat; fuch \Yas the authority 
of the chancellor, that, merely out of refpeCl: to him, 

" K, James's Werkr, P• 195, 4:>6• Y Jo\un. Janu.ary 19, :sSo. 

his 
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c H A P. his fentence wa's adhered ro, and the new members were 
XLV, 

'---v---'continued in their places. Here a mofr dangerous prero-
1604• gative was conferred on the crown : But to fhow the 

genius of that age, or rather the channels in which powc·r 
then ran, the crown put very little value on this autho
rity; infomuch that two days afterwards, the chancellor, 

of himfelf, refigned it back to the commons, and gave 

them power to judge of a particular vacancy in their 

houfe. And when the quefiion, concerning the chancel

lor's new writs, was again brought on the carpet towards 

the end of the feffion, the commons were fo little alarmed 

at the precedent, that, though they re-admitted fome old 
members, whofe feats had been vacated, on account of 

flight indifpofitions, yet they confirmed the chancellor's 

fentence, in infiances where the difiernper appeared to 

have been dangerous and incurable 7
', Nor did they 

proceed any farther, in vindication of their privileges, 

than to vote, that during the fitting of parliament, there do 
tzot, at any time, any writ go out for chufing or returning 
any member without tbe warrant of the houfe. In Eliza
beth's reign we may remark, and the reigns preceding, 

fcffions of parliament were not ufually the twelfth part 

fo long as the vacations; and during the latter, the chan
cellor's power, if he pleafed to exert it, was confirmed, 
at leafi left, by this vote, as unlimited and unrefirained as 

ever. 
IN a fubfequent parliament, t~e abfolute authority of 

the queen was exerted in a manner frill more open; and 

began for the firfr time to give alarm to the commons. 

New writs having been iuued by the chancellor, when 
there was no vacancy, and a controverfy arifing upon 

that incident; the queen fent a me1Tage to the houfe, in
forming them, that it were impertinent for them to deal 
in fuch matters. Thefc quefiions, 1he {aid, belonged 

:;,; Journ, March IS) t58o, See farther D'Ewes1 P• 430, 

only 
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on to the chancellor ; and !he had appointed him to C .H A P. 
XL r, · tonfer with the judges, in order to fettle all Jifputes with'---v--' 

reg::lrd to elections. rrhe commons had the courage, a 1604• 

few days after, to vote " That it was a mofl: perilous 

" precedent, where two knit;hts of a county were duly 
" eletl:ed, if any new writ !hould iffue ou~ for a fecond 
" eletl:ion, without order of the houfe itfelf; that the 
" difcuffing and adjudging of this and fuch like dilrer-

" ences belonged only to the houfe; and that there 

" lhould be no meffage fent to the lord cha:1cellor, not 

" fo much as to enquire what he had done in the matter, 

" becaufe it wa3 conceived to be a matter derogat0ry to 

" the power and privilege of the houfe a." This is the 

mofl: confid~rable, and almo!l: only infrance of parlia-
mentary liberty, which occurs during the reign of that 
princefs. 

OuTLAws, whether on account of debts or crimes, 

had been declared by the judges b, incapable of enjoyu g 
a feat in the houfe, where they muft themfci ves be la·w

givers; but this opinion of the jud2;es had been frequently 
over-ruled. I find, however, in the cafe of Vaugh<'.n c, 
who was queftioned for an outlawry, that, having proved ' 

ail his debts to have been contracted by fureti!hip, and to 
have been, moH of them, honeHly compoundeJ, he was 

allowed, on account of thefe favourable .circumfrances, 

to keep his feat: \Vhich phinly fuppofes, that, other

wife, it would have been vaca ed, on account of the out
lawry d. 

WHEN 

~ D'Ewes, p. 397· b 39 H. 6. e Journ, Feb . 8, 1 ~So. 
d In a fubfequent pHliament, th .. t of the 3 )'h of the queen, th• common:·, 

after a g;cat dcb<.te, expref5ly voted, that a rcr,Jn outbwerl might be ele[teJ. 

D'Ewes, p. 518. But as the mattP.r had heen ;, U(h contelted, the king 

might thmk the vote of the houfe no law, and mi~h dleem his own deci
.flon of more wei&ht than theirs. We may <~If,) f;;ppof.:·, that he was not 

acquaillted witll thi~ vo;c, ~ew El10 .. Ltt• iu her ffetch to her lafi plrliol-
VoL, Vl, C mlnt 
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c H A P. WHEN James fummoned this parliament, he i!fued a 
XLV. 1 . . h' h 1 d . '--..r--' proc amat10n e; m w 1c , among many genera a v1ces, 

16e4, which, like a kind tutor, be befiowed on his people, he 
fi:rictly enjoins them not to chufe any outlaw for their 

reprefentative. And he adds ; If any perfon take upon him 

the place of knight, citizen, or burgefs, not being duly elected, 

according to the laws and Jlatutes in that behalf provided, and 

according to the purport, effect, and true meaning of this our 

proclamation, then every petjon fo offending to be fined or im
prijonecl for the fame. A proclamation here was plainly 
put on the fame footing with a law, and that in fo delicate 

a point as the right of elections: Mofl: alarming cir

cumfiances, bad there not been reafon to believe, that 

this meafure, being entered into fo early in th~ king's 
reign proceeded more from precipitation and mifiake, 
than from any ferious defign of invading the privileges of 
parliament r. 

SIR Francis Goodwin was chofen member for the 

county of Bucks; and his return, as ufual, was made in
to chancery. The chancellor, pronouncing him an out
law, vacated his feat, and ifiued writs for a new eleCtion g. 

Sir John Fortefcue was chofen in his place by the county: 
But the firfi ·aB: of the houfe was to reverfe the chancel

lor's fentence, and refiore Sir Francis to his feat. At 

ment complained of their admitting outlaws, and reprefents that condutl of 

the houfe as a great abufe. 

e Jan. I I, 1604· Rymer, tom. xvi. p. s6t. 
f The dukeofSu'ly tells us, that it was a maxim of James, that no prince 

in the fidl: )Car of his reign 010uld begin any conliderable undertaking. A 
maxim reafonable in itfelf, and very fuitable to his cautious, not to fay timid 

character. The facility, with which he departed from tbis pretention, is 

another proof, that his meaning w~ s innocent. But had the privileges of 

parliament been at that time exactly afcertained, or royal power fully 

limited, could fuch an imagination ever have been entertained by him as to 

think, that his proclamations could regulate parliamentary elections? 

; Winwood, vol. ii, P• 18, 19, 

the 

9 
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the king's fuggeflion, the lords de£ired a conference on C ~L ~. P. 

the fubjeB:; but were abfol utcl y refufcd by the corn- '---v---" 
mons, as the queflion entirely regarded their own privi- x6o4. 

leges h. The commons, however, agreed to make a re
monihance to the king by the moutn of their fpeaker; 
in which they maintained that, though the returns were 
by form made into chancery, yet the foie right of judg-
ing with regard to eleCtions belonged to the houfe itfelf, 
not to the chancellor 1• James was not fatisfied, and or-
dered a conference between the houfe and the judges, whofe 
opinion in this cafe was oppofite to thz..t of the commons. 
1,his conference, he faid, he comm~mded as an dfo!::tt 
king k; an epithet, we are apt to imagine, not very grate-
ful to Eng!iih ears, but one to which they had already 
been fomewhat accufromed from t_he mouth of Elizabeth t. 

He added, 7l;at all tbeir privileges were derived from his 
grant, and hoped they would not turn them againjl him n; a 
fentiment, which, from her conduct, it is certain, t!ut 
princefs had alfo entertained, and which was the reigning 
principle of her courtiers a!ld m!n~fiers, and the fpring of 
all her adminifiration. 

THE commons were in fomc perplexity. Their eyes 
were now opened, and they faw the confcq uences of that 
power, which had been afl'umed by the chancellor, and 
to which their predecdfors had, in fome in{ta.nces, blind

ly fubmitted By this.. courje, faid a member, the free elec
tion of the counties is taken away, and none Jhall be chifen 
but Juch as jhall pleafe the king ami council. Let us, tbere-
fore, with fortitude, underjlanding, and jincerity, fie.k ttJ 
maintain ou1· privilege. This catmot be conjlrued any contempt 
in tts, but merely a maintenance of our common rights, which 

our ancijlars have lift us, and which it is jL!/l and fit for us 

h Journ. :&6th March, 1604. • i Journ. 3d ! .. pril, 1604. k See 

note AJ at tt1e end of the volume. 1 Citmd-:n in K.ennct, p. 375• 
m Journ. ~9th Mo~rc.ll, 5th Apnl, t€o4. 

C 2 to 
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C H A P. to tranfmit to our pojlerity "· Another fa id 0
, This may he 

~called a quo warranto to jeize all our liberties. A chancellor, 

J6°4• added a 'third, by this courfe ma; call a parliamcnt conf!fiing 

of what perfons he pleafes. Any Juggejlion, by any perfon, 

may be the caufe qf fending a new writ. It is come to this 

plain quejlion, whetbet the chancery or parliament ought to 

have authority P. 

NoTWITHSTANDING this watchful fpirit of liberty, 
which now appeared in the commons, their deference for 
majefiy was fo great, that they appointed a committee to 
confer with the judges before the king and council. 
There, the quefrion of law began to appear, in James,s 

eyes, a little more doubtful than he had hitherto ima

gined it; and in order to extricate himfelf with fome 
honour, he propofed, that both Goodwin and Fortefcue 
fhould be fet afide, and a writ be iffued, by warrant of 

the houfe, for a new eleCl:ion. Goodwin gave his con
fent; and the commons embraced the expedient; but in 

fuch a manner, that, while they fhowed their regard for 

-the king, they fecured for the future the free poffeffion 

of their feats, and the right, which they claimed, of 

judging folely in their own eleClions and returns q. 

A POWER like this, fo effential to the exercife of all 
their other powers, themfelves fo effential to public li
berty, cannot fairly be deemed an encroachment in the 

commons; but mufi be regarded as an inherent privilege~ 
happily refcued from that ambiguity, which the negli· 

gence of fome former parliaments had thrown upon it. 
AT the fame time, the commons, in the cafe of Sir 

Thomas Shirley, efiablifued their power of punifuing, as 

well the perfons at whofe fuit any member is arrefied,. as 
the officers, who either arrefi or detain him. Their af. 

ferting of this privilege admits of the fame refleClion r. 

n Journ. 3oth March, 1604, 

note lBJ at the end of the volume. 

o Id. ibid. P I • ibid. q See 

r Journ. 6th and 7th May, t604• 

ABOUT 



J A M E S 1. 21 

ABOUT this period, the minds of men, throughout Eu- C H A P. 
XLV. ·rope, efpecially in England, feem to have undergone a~ 

general, but infenfible revolution. Though letters had 1604• 
been revived in the preceding age, they were chiefly cul-
tivated by thofe {edentary profe:ffions; nor had they, till 
now, begun to fpread themfelves, in any degree, among 
men of the world. Arts, both mechanical and liberal~ 
were every day receiving great improvements. Naviga· 
tion had extended itfelf over the whole globe. Tra-
velling was fecure and agreeable. And the general fyfiem 
of politics, in Europe, was become more enlarged and 
corn pre hen five. 

IN con fcquence of this univerfal fermentation, the 
;deas of men enlarged themfelves on all fides; and the 
feveral confiituent parts of the gothic governments, which 
feem to have lain long unactive, began, every where, to 
operate and encroach on each other. On the continent, 
where the neceffity of difcipline had begotten ftanding 
armies, the princes commonly eftablifhed an unlimited 
authority, and overpowered, by force or intrigue, the 
liberties of the people. In England, the love of freedom, 
which, unlcfs checked, flourifhes extremely in all liberal 
natures, acquired new force, and was regulated by more 
enlarged v·iews, fuitably to that cultivated underftanding, 
which became, every day., more common, among men 
of birth and education. A familiar acquaintance with 
~pe precious remains of antiquity excited in every gerte
rous breafl: a paffion for a limited confl:itution, and begat 
an emulation of thofe manly virtues, which the Greek 
and Roman authors, by fuch anima~ing examples, as 
well as pathetic expreffions, recommend to us. The fe
vere though popular, government of Elizabeth had con
fined this r!fing fpirit within very narrow bounds: But 
when a new and a foreign family fucceeded to the throne, 
~nd a prince lefs dreaded and lefs beloved; fymptoms 

C 3 immediatd y 
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c H <\ P. immediately appeared of a more free and independent 
X "· . . h . 

1.......--...-' gemus m t e nattan. 
:t6c4. HAPPILY this prince poffdfed neither fufficiert capa-

citr to perceive the alteration, nor fufficient art and vi

gour to check it in it3 e:-t rly advances. Jealous cf regal, 

b~·caule confcious of little perfonal authority, he had 

ell:abl!l11eJ within his own mind a fp r culative f{fifm of 

abfolute government, which few of his fubjetl:s, he be

J:cved, and none but traitors and rebels, woud make 

any fcruplc to admit. On which-ever fide he ea!!: his 

eye, every thing concurred to encourage his pr~judices. 

vVhcn he CO lr. pared hirr.felf with the other h~reditary 

fovcreigns of Europe, he imagined, that, as he bore the 

fame rank, he was entitled to equal prcrogatires; not 

confidering the innovations lately introduced by them, 

and the military force, by which their authcrity was 

fupportcd. In England, that power, almofr u1limited, 

which had been exercifed for above a century, tfpecially 

during the iate reign, he afcribed foldy to roval birth 

and title; not to the prudence and fpirit of the rronarchs, 

nor to the conjunCtures o f the times. Even the oppofi

tion, which he had fh ugg,led with in Scotland, encou

raged him frill farther in hi s favourite notions ; while he 

there [aw, that the f;1me refifl:ance, which oppcfed regal 

auth u. ity, violated all law and order, and mHle way, 

cituer for the ra\'agcs of a barb~rous nobility, or for the 

more intuleral,le infolence of feditious preachen. In his 

own p rfon, uerefore, he thought all legal pover to be 

centered, by an nercditary and a divine right : And this 

opinion might have proved dangerous, if not fatal, to 

liberty; had not the firmnefs of the perfuafion, and 

jts fctming cvidencf, induced him to trufl: fol:!ly to his 

right, without making the fmalleft provifion either of 

fOl'ce or politics) in order to fupport it. 

SucH 
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... Suci were the oppofite difpofitions of parliament and c j!L~. P. 
prince1 at the commencement of the Scottilh line; dif-~ 
pofitioJs j ufl: beginning to exifl: and to appear in the par- 1604• 

]iamen s, but thoroughly efl:ablilhed and openly avowed 
on the part of the prince. 

TH; fpirit and judgment of the houfe of commons 
appeand, not on]y in defence of their own privileges, 
but alii in their endeavour, though, at this time, in vain, 
to free ~rade from thofe !hackles, which the high exerted 
prerogctive, and even, in this refpea, the ill-judged ty
ranny cf Elizabeth, had impofed upon it. 

]ArvES had already, of his own accord, called in and 
annulld all the numerous patents for monopolies, which 
had hem granted by his predeceffor, and which extremely 
fettercdevery fpecies of domefl:ic indufiry: But the ex
clufive :ompanies !l:ill remained ; another fpecie~ of mo
nopoly: by which almofl: all foreign trade, except that 
to Fra1ce, was brought int? the hands of a few rapa
cious e1groffers, and all profpetl: of future improvement 
in comnerce was tor ever facrificed to a little temporary 
advantoge of the fovereign. Thefe companies, though 
arbitrarly eretted, had carried their privileges fo f<~r, that 
almofl: :11 the commerce of England was centered in Lon
don; a1d it appears, that the cufroms of that port amount
ed to I o,ooo I. a-year, while thofe of all the kingdom 
befide }ielded only feventeen thoufand t. Nay, the whole 

trade ol London was confined to about 200 citizens u, 
who W«"e eafily enabled, by combining among themfelves, 
to fix Vlhatever price they pleafed both to the exports and 
importsof the nation. The committee, appointed to ex
amine nis enormous grievance, one of the greatefi which 
we rea< of in Englith ftory, infifi: on it as a fact well 

known md avowed, however contrary to prefent received 

s £ee nte (C] at the end of the volume. 
u Id. iid. 

c 4 

t journ.2.1May, r6o4. 

opinion, 
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c "': A P. opi!1ion, that fhipping and feamen had fenfibly decayed 

~~during all the preceding reign w. And though nothing 

l6o4. be more ccmmon than complaints of the decay of trade 

even during the mofi flou: ifhing periods ; yet is this a 
confeq tence which mi;ht naturally refult from fuch arbi

trary dlab1ifhmcnts, at a time when the commerce of all 

the other nations of Europe, except that of Scotland, en

joyed full liberty and indt:l6cncc. 

VvHILE the commons v.cre thus attempting to give 

]ibcrty to the trading par't of the nation, they alfo endea

vo;;red to free tJ'le landed property from the burthen of 
ward!hips x, at.d to remove thofe remains of the feudal 

tenures, under which the nadon frill laboured. A juft 
regard was {hown tv lhL ccown on the condutl: of this 

afF,1ir; nor was the remedy, fought for, c mfidcred as a 
matter of right, but merely of grace and favour. 1"'he 

p:·ofit, which tr1e king reaped both from wards and from 

refpite of hom3gc, was eitimated; and it was intended 

to compound for the(e prerogatives by a fecure and inde· 

prnJent revenue But after fome debates in the houfe, 

ar:d fomc conferences with the lord<:, the affair was found 

to c )ntaia more difficulties than could eafily, at that time, 

be fttrm0ll!1ted ; and it was not then brought to any con

cl ufi. ,r.. 

THE fame f;He attended an attempt of a like nature, 

to free he nation from the burthen of purveyance. This 

preroga~ive h. d been rr.uch abufcd by the purveyors Y; 
and the commons fhewed fome intention to offer the king 

fifty thoufand pounds a-year for the abo.lition of it. 

A1TOTHER affair of the utmofi confequcnce was brought 

befor~ the parliament, where the commons £hewed a 

' w A remonfirance from the rrin ·tv-ho .. r~. in I6o2, fay~, that in a little 

~bpve twelve y~ a· s, after 15S8, the !l1pp•ng ana numhu of fcamen fn En.g· 

l~nd dt•~aytd .1bout a thi•d, Angleft>y' h.·pry futurt- fiate of England, P• u& 

fro!TI S r Juliu' Crefar's col.ectlor:s, See Jn~rn. 2.1 May, 1604. ' 

:< Jo~rn. I !une~ 1604, Y Journ, 30April, 1604. 

greate.r: 
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greater fpirit of independence th?n any true j udgm.ent of C ~:. P. 

national interefl:. The union of the two kingdoms was~ 
zealoufly, and even impatiently urged by the king 'L, He 1604• 

jufily regarded it as the peculiar felicity of his reign, that 
he had terminated the bloody animofities of thefe hofiile 
nations, and had reduced the whole ifland under one 
government; enjoying tranquillity within itfelf, and fecu-
rity from all foreign invafions. He hoped, that, while 
his fubjcCl:s of both kingdoms refleCl:ed on pafl: difafl:ers, 
befides regarding his perfon as infinitely precious, they 
would entertain the fl:rongefl: defire of fecuring themfelves 
againfr the return of ltkc calamities, by a thorough union 
of laws, parliaments, and privileges. He confidered not, 

( that this very reflection operated, as yet, in a contrary 
manner, on men's prejudices, and kept alive that mutual 
hatred between the nations, which had been carried to 
the grea~fl: extrcmiti s, and required time to allay it. The 
more urgent the king appeared in promoting fo ufeful a 
meafure, the more backvvard w:ts the Englilh parliament 
in concurring w· th him ; while they afcri bed his exceffive 
zeal, to that partiality, in favour of his ancient fubjeCl:s, 
of which they thougH, that, on other occafions, they 
had reafon to comphin. Their complaifance for the 
king, therefore, carried them no farther than to appoint 
forty-four Englilh to meet with tlllrty-one Scottilh com
miflioners, in order to deliberate concerning the terms of 
a union; but without any power of making advances to
wards the efiablilhmcnt of it a. 

THE fame fpirit of independence, and perhaps not 
better judgment, appeared in the houfe of commons, 
when the quefl:ion of fuppl y W4S brought before them, by 
fome me~bers, attached to the court. In vain was it 
urged, that, thoug~ the ~ing received a fupply, which 

z Journ, 21 April, I May, 1604, Par!!amentary Hifiory, vol, v, p. gr; 

a ~~~>urn. ? June, 1604. Kennet, P• 6t3• 

had 
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( H A P. bad been voted to Elizabeth, and which had not been 

~colleCted before her death; yet he found it burthened 

16o4. with a debt contraCl:ed by the queen, equal to the full 

amount of it : That peace was not yet thoroughly con

cluded with Spain, and that Ireland was frill expenfive 
to him : rrhat on his journey from Scotland amidft fuch 

a co:'courfe of people, ;1nd on that of the queen and 

royal family, he had expended confiderable fums: And 
that, as the court:ers had looked for greater liberalities 

from the prince on his acceffion, and had impofed on his 

generous nature; fo the prince, in his turn, would ex
pect at the beginning, fome mark of duty and attach

ment from his people and fome confideration of his ne

ceffities. No impreillon was made on the houfe of com

mons by thefe topics; and the majority appeared fully 

determined to refufe all fupply. The burthen of govern

ment, at that time, lay furprifingly light upon the peo

ple: And that very reafon, which to us, at this diftance, 

may fcem a motive of gencrofity, was the real caufe why 

the parliament was, on all occafions, fo remarkably 

frugal and referved. They were not, as yet, accufromed 

to open their purfes in fo liberal a manner as their fuc

ceffors, in order to furpl y the wants of their fovereign; 

and the ftnallefr demand, however requifite, appeared in 
their eyes unreafonable and exorbitant. The commons 

feem alfo to have been defirous of reducing the crown to 

fiill fartaer neceffities, by their refufing a bill, fent down 

to them by the lords, for entailing the crown lands for 

ever on the king's heirs and fucceffors b. The diffipation, 

made by Elizabeth, had probably taught James the ne .. 
ce:ffity of this law, and £hewn them the advantage of re

fufing it. 
l.N ord~r to cover a difappointment with regard to fupp1y, 

whtch mtght bear a bad confb ucl:ion both at home and 

b' Parliamentary Hift. vol. v. P• Io3, 

abroad, 
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abroad, J ames fent a meffagc to the houfe c, in which he told c H A ~. 
them, that he de:lired no fupply; and he was very forward~~ 
in refu:ling what was never offered him. Soon after, he 16o4. 

d h 1. . h d.fc . . h. 7th July, prorogue t e par tament, not Wit out 1 covenng, m IS 

fpeech, vi:lible marks of diifatisfaCtion. Even fo early in 
his reign, he faw reafon to make public complaints of the 
rcfilefs and encroaching fpirit of the puritanical party, 

and of the malevolence, with which they endeavoured to 
infpire the commons. Nor were his complaints without 

foundation, or the puritans without intereft; fince the 
commons, now finding themfeh~es free from the arbi-

trary government of Elizabeth, made application for a con
ference with the lords, and prefented a petition to the king; 

the purport of both which was to procure, in favour of 
the puritans, a relaxation of the eccle:liafticallaws d. The 

ufe of the furplicc and of the crofs in baptifm is there 
chiefly compL1ined of; but the remedy feems to have been 
ex peeled folely from the kin'g's difpen:ling power e. In 

the papers, which contain this application and petition, 
we may alfo fee proofs of the violent animofity of the 
commons againfi the catholics, to,:;ether with the intole-
rating fpirit of that a!fcmbly r. 

This fummer, the peace with Spain was finalJy con- Peace witl 

eluded, and was figncd by the Spaniili minifters at Lon- ;~~~nAug. 
don g. In the conferences, previous to this treaty, the 
nations were found to h<!ve fo few claims on each other 

' that, except on account of the fupport given by England 
to the Low-Country provinces, the war might appear to 

have been continued more on account of perfonal animo
fity between Philip and Elizabeth, than any contrariety 
of political interefts between their fubjects. Some articles 
in the treaty, which fcemed prejudicial to the Dutch com-

c Journ. z6 June, tfo4. d La Boderie, the French ambafi'ador, 
favs, that the houfe of commons was compofed moftly of puritans, vol. i. p: 8 r. e Parliamentary Hi fiery, vol. v. p. 98, 99, I eo. f See 
p~te [DJ at the end of the volume, & Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 585, &c. 

monwealth~ 
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c H A P. monwealth, were never executed by the king; and as· 
XLV. h s .. d d I . h h d . '---.!---' t e pamar s ma e no comp amts on t at ea , It ap-

16o4. peared, that, by fecret agreement, the king had exprefsly 
referved the power of fending affiftance to the Hol· 

landers h. The confiable of Cafl:ile came into England 

to ratify the peace; and on the part of England, the earl 

of Hertford was fcnt into the Low-Countries for the 

fame purpofe, and the earl of Nottingham, high admiral, 

into Spain. The train of the latter was numerous and 

fplendid; and the Spaniards, it is faid, were extremely 

furprized, when they beheld the blooming countenances 
and graceful appearance of the Englilh, whom their bi

gotry, inRamed by the priefl:s, had reprefented as fo many 
monfiers and infernal d.emons. 

THoUGH England, by means of her naval force, was 
perfectly fecure, during the later years of the Spanifh 
war, James !hewed an impatience to put an end to hofii
lities; and foon after his acceffion, before any terms of 

peace were concerted or even propofed by Spain, he re
called all the letters of marque i, which had been grant
ed by queen Elizabeth. Archduke Albert bad made 
fome advances of a like nature k, which invited the king 

to take this fricnJly fiep. But what is remarkable; in 

J ames's proclamation for that purpofe, he plainly fup

pofes, that, as he had himfelf, while king of Scotland, 
always lived in amity with Spain, peace was attached to 
his 'perfon, and that merely by his acceffion to the crown 

of Er;g1and, without any articles of treaty or agreement, 
he had ended the war between the kingdoms 1• This 

ignorance of the law of nations may appear furprifing in 

h Win wood, vol. ii. p. z7. 3 30, et alibi. In this refpeCl: James's peace was 

mote honoura1 lt' than that which Henry IV. himfelf made with ~paw, This 

latter prince f!it:c!atcJ not to affi!i: the Dutch; and the fupplies, which he 

fe• rctly fent them, were in dtreCl: contravention to the treaty, i 23d of 

June, I Go-;. k G rotii Annal. lib. 12. I ee proclamations 

~urin~ the; .firft feven years of K, J ames, Win wood, vol. ii. p. 6 5• 

a prince, 
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'a prince, who was thirty-fix years of age, and who had c H A P. 

reigned from his infancy; did we not cor.fider, that a~ 
king of Scotland, who lives in clofe friendlhip with t6o.;.. 

England, has few tranfatlions to manage with foreign 
princes, and has little opportunity of acquiring experi-
ence. Unhappily for James, his timidity, his prejudices, 
his indolence, his love of amufernent, particularly of 
hunting, to which he was much additled, ever prevented 
him from making any progrefs in the knowledge or prac-
tice of foreign politics, and in a little time diminilhed that 
regard, which all the neighbouring nations had paid to 
England, during the reign of his predecdfor m. 

m Memoirs de la Boderie, vol i, p. 64. 181. 195· 2. 17. 302., vol . ii. 
P• ZH· Z78· 
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C H A P. XLVI. 

Gunpowder con/piracy-- A parliament -Truce 

betwixt Spain and the United Pro7Jinces-- .. 1 

parliament--Death of the French King-

Arminianifm--State of -re!and. 

C H A P. wE are now to relate an event, one of the mofi: · 
XLVI. . 

"---y---) memorable, that hdtory has conveyed to pofie-

16o4. rity, and containing at once a fingular proof both of the 

firength and weaknefs of the human mind ; its widefi de

parture from morals, and moft fi:eady attachment to reli

gious prejudices. 'Tis the Gunpowder treafon of which I 

fpcak ; a fatl: as certain as it appears incredible. 

Gunpowder THE Roman catholics had expeCted great favour and 
c:onfpiracy. indulgence on the acceffion of J ames, both as he was de

fcended from 1'.1ary, whofe life they believed to have 

been facrificed to the ir caufe, and as he himfelf, in his 

early youth, was imagined to have {hown fome partiality 

towards them; which nothing,' they thought, but intereft 

and neceffity had fince refi:rained. It is IJretended, that 

he had even entered into pofitive engagements to tolerate 

their religion, as foon as he fhould mount the throne of 

England ; whether their credulity had interpreted in 

this fenfe fome obliging expreffions of the king's, or 

that he had employed fuch an artifice, in order to render 
them favourable to his title n. Very foon they difcovered 

their mifia e ; and were at once furprized and enraged to 

find J ames, on all occafions, exprefs his intention of 

fhictl y executing the laws enaCted again it them, and of 

.per evering in all the rigorous rrjcafures of Ei1Z..1beth. 

Cateiliy, a gentleman of good parts and of an ancient 

n State T1ials, vol. ii. p. 2CJ 1 zo~. , 1.03, Wi.nwood, vol. ii. p. 49• 

family, 
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family, :fidl: thought of a mo!l: extraordinary method of c H A P. 
XLVf. revenge; and he opened his intention to Piercy, a de- ~,..._J 

fcendent of the illu!hious houfe of Northumberland. In 16o4. 

one of their converfations with regard to the difl:refTed 
condition of the Catholics, Piercy having broken into a 
fally of paffion, and mentioned afTaffinating the king; 
Cate!by took the opportunity of revealing to him a nobler 
and more extenfive plan of treafon, which not only in-
cluded a fure execution of vengeance, but afFonled fome 
hopes of r·~fioring the catholic religion in England. In 
vain, faid he, w.ould you put an end to the king's life : 
He has children, who would fucceed both to his crown 
and to his maxims of government. In vain would yott 
extingui!h the whole royal family: The nobility, the 
gentry, the parliament are all infected with the fame 
herefy, and could raife to the throne another prince and 
another family, who, befides their hatred to our religion, 
would be animated with ~evenge for the tragical death of 
their predeceffors. To ferve any good purpofe, we mufi: 
defiroy, at one blow, the king, the ro.xal fanJily, the 
lords, the commons ; and bury all our enemies in one 
common ruin. Happily, they are all diembled on the 
fid1: meeting of the parliament; and affo··d us the op
portunity of glorious and ufeful vengeance. Great pre
parations will not be requifite. A few of us, comb in
ing, may run a mine below the hall, in which they 
meet; and choofing the very moment when the king 
harangues both houfes, confign over to defhuCl:ion thcfe 
determined foes to all piety and reiigion. l\1eanwhile, 
we ourfelves fianding aloof, fafe and unfufi)ech:d, !hall 
triumph in being the infiruments of divine wrath, and 
fhall behold with pleafure thofe facrilegious waJJs, in 
which were paffed the ediCl:s for profcribing our church 
and butchering her children, tofi into a thou fand frag
ments ; · while their impious inhabitan~s, meditating per
hap9 fiill new perfecutions againfi us, pafs from flames 

above 
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c H A P. above to flames below, there for ever to endure the tor ... 
XLVI. 

\.....-..y--' ments due to their offences 0
• 

16o4. PrERCY was charmed with this projetl of Catefby; 

and they agreed to communicate the matter to a few more, 

and among the refl: to Thomas Winter, whom they fent 

over to Flanders, in quefl: of Fawkes, an officer in the 

Spani!h fervice, with whofe zeal and courage they were 

all thoroughly acquainted. When they inliHed any new 
corifpirator, in order to bind him to fecrecy, they al

ways, together with an oath, employed the Communion~ 

the mofi facred rite of their religion P. And it is remark

able, that no one of thefe pious devotees ever entertained 

the leafi compunction with regard to the cruel mafiacre, 

which they projeCl:ed, of whatever was great and eminent 

in the nation. Some of them only were fiartled by the 

refleB:ion, that of neceffity many cath'Olics mufi: be pre
fent; as fpeB:ators or attendants on the king, or as 
having feats in the houfe of peers : But Tefmond, a 

jefuit, and Garnet, fuperior of that order in England, re

moved thefe fcruples, and 1hewed them how the interefis 

of religion required, that the innocent fhould here be fa .. 

crificed with the guilty. 

ALL this pa£fed in the fpring and fummer of the year 

1604; when the confpirators alfo hired a houfe in Piercy's 

name, adjoining to that in which the parliament was to 

affemble. Towards the end of that year they began their 

operations. That they might be lefs interrupted, and 

give lefs fufpicion to the neighbourhood, they c:1rried in 

ftore of provifions with them, and never deified from 

their labour. Obfi:inate in their purpofe, anci confirmed 

by paffion, by principle, and by mutual exhorta.!on, they 

little teared death in comparifon of a difapf· ')iL ment; 

and having provided arms, together with the inilr uG1ents 

of their labour, they refolved there to peri£h in ~afe of a 

o Hiftory of the Gunpowder Tro:J.fon. 

P State Trials, vol. i. p. 190. 198. uo, 
difcovery. 
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~tfcovery. Their perfeverance advanced the work; and C t1 A P. 

. . . XLVI. they foon pierced the wall, though three yards 111 thick-~ 
ncfs; but on approaching the other fide, they were fame- 16os·f 
what frartled at hearing a noife, which they knew not 
how to ac.count for. Upon enquiry, they found, that it 
came from the vault below the houfe of lords; that a 
magazine of coals had been kept there; and that, as the 
coals were felling ofF, the vault would be let to the highefr 

bidder. The opportuhity was immediately feized ; the 
place hired by Piercy ~ thirty-fix barrels of powder lodged 
in it ; the whole covered up with faggots and billets; the 
doors of the cellar boldly Rung op-en; and every body 
admitted, as if it contained nothing dangerous. 

CoNFIDENT of fuccefs, they now began to look for

ward, and to plan the remaining part of thei·r projeCt. 
The king, the queen, prince Henry, were all expetl:ed 
to be prefent at the opening of parliament. The Duke, 
by reafon of his tender age, would be abfent ; and it 
was refolved, that Piercy lhould feize him, or a{Edlinate 
him. The princefs Elizabeth, a child likewifc, was 
kept at Lord Harrington's houfc in \Varwickfhire; and 
Sir Eve'rard Digby, Rookwood, Grant~ being let into 
the confpiracy, engaged ,b affemble their friends, on 
pretence of a hunting match, and feizing that princefs, 
immediately to proclaim her queen. So tn\nfported were 
they with rage againfr their advcrf.1ries, and fo charmed 
with the profpetl: of revenge, that they forgot all care of 
their 9wn fafety; and trufl:ing to the general confufion, 
which m.ufi refult from fo unexpected a blow, they fore
faw not, that the fury of the people, now unreihained 
by any authority; mufr have turned againfl: them, and 
would probably have fatiated itfelf, by an univerfal maf .. 
facre of the catholics. 

THE day, fo long wifhed for, now approached, on 
which the parliament was appointed to .affemble. The 

VoL. Vl, D crcadful 
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C H A P. dreadful fecret, thouO'h communicated to above twenty 
XLVI. o. • d . h £i f 

"---v---1 perfons, had been rel1g10ufly kept, urmg t e pace o 
J6os. near a year and a half. No remorfe, no pity, no fear of 

puniihment, no hope of reward, had, as yet, induced 

any one confpirator, either to abandon the enterprize, or 
make a difcovery of it. The holy fury had extingui!hed 

in their breafi: every other motive; and it was an indif

cretion at lafi:, proceeding chiefly from thefe very bigotted 

prejudices and partialities, which faved the nation. 

TEN days before the meeting of p::trliament, Lord 

Monteagle, a catholic, fon to Lord Morley, received 

the following letter, which had been delivered to his 

fervant by an unknown hand. My Lord, Out of the love 

1 bear to fame of your friends, I have a care of your prefer

vation. Therefore I would advife you, as you tender your 

life, ta devife Jome excufe to fhift off your attendance &t this 

parliament. For God and man have concurred to punijh th1 

wickednefs of this time. And think not Jlightly of this adver

tifement ; but retire yourfelf into your country, where you may 

expel! the event in Jafety. For, though there be no appearance 

of any fiir, yet, I fay, they will receive a terrible blow, this 

parliament, and yet they Jhall not fee who hurts them, ?:hi1 
cozmjel is not to be contemned, becaufe it may do you good, and 

tan do you n/ harm : For the danger is pajl, as fion as you 

have burned the letter. And I hope God will give you tht 

grace to make good ufe of it, unto whofe holy protetiion I com

mend you q. 

MoNTEAGLE knew not what to make of this letter; 
and though inclined to think it a fooliih attempt tG 

frighten and ridicule him, he judged it fafefi: to carry it 

to Lord Sa1ifbury, fecretary of fl:ate. Though Salifbury 

too was inclined to pay little attention to it, he thought 

proper to lay it before the king, who came to town a few 

days after. To the king it appeared not fo light a mat-

q K, James's Works, p. z.z7. 
tcr; 
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ter; and from tl1e ferious earneft flyle of the letter, heC R A P • 

• .n. d h . . ]. d r h. d XLVf. conjecmre , t at It Imp 1e 10met mg angerous arid '--v---J 
important. A terrible blow, and yet the authors concealed; 16os• 

.a danger fo fudden, and yet fo great; thefe circumfrances 
feemed all to denote fome contrivance by gunpowder; 
and it was thought advifable to infpetl: all the vaults be-
low the houfes of parliament. This care belonged to 
the earl of Suffolk, Lord chamberlain ; who purpofeiy 
delayed the fearch, till the day before the meeting of 
parliament. He remarked thofe great piles of wood and 
faggots, which lay in the vault under the upper houfe; 
and he cafr his eye upon Fawkes, who flood in a dark 
corner, and paffed himfelf for Piercy's fcrvant. That 
daring and determined courage, which fo much difrin-
guilhed this confpirator, even among thofe heroes in 
villany, was fully painted in his countenance, and was 
not paffed unnoticed by the chamberlain r. Such a 
quantity alfo of fuel, for the ufc of one who lived fo little 
in town as Piercy, appeared a little extraordinary s; and 
upon comparing all circumfianc s, it was refolved that a 
more thorough infpetl:ion lhould be made. About mid-
night, Sir Thomas Knevet, a jufiice of peace, was fent 
with proper attendants; and before the door of the vault, 
finding Fawkes, who had jufi: finilhed all his prepara-
tions, he immediately feized him, and turning over the 
faggots, difcovered the powder. The matches and every 
thing proper for fetting fire to the train were taken in 
Fawkes's pocket; who finding his guilt now apparent, 
and feeing no refuge but in boldnefs and defpair, ex-
preffed the utmofi: regret, that he had loft the opportu-
nity, of firing the powder at once, and of fweetening his 
own death by that of his enemies c. Before the council, 
he difplayed the fame intrepid firmnefs, mi~ed even with 

r K. James's WorksJ P• U9• • Id, lbid, 
~ Ibid. p. z 30, 

]) 2 fcorn 
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c H A P. [corn and difdain ; refufing to difcover his accomplices, 

~and £hewing no concern but for the failure of the enter· 
16o5• prize u. This obfiinacy lafied two or three days: But 

being confined to the Tower, left to refleCl: on his guilt 

and danger, and the rack being jufr fuown to him; his 

courage, fatigued with fo long an effort, and unfupported 

by hope or fociety, at lafr failed him ; and he made a full 

difcovery of all the confpirators x, 

CATESBY, Piercy, and the other criminals, who were 

in London, though they had heard of the alarm taken at 

the letter fent to Monteagle ; though they had heard of 

the chamberlain's fearch; yet were refolved to perfi!l: to 

the utmofr, and never abandon their hopes of fuccefs Y. 

But at lafr, hearing that Fawkes was arrefied, they hur

ried down to Warwick{hire; where Sir Everard Digby, 

thinking himfelf aifured, that fuccefs had attended his 
confederates, was already in arms, in order to feize the 
princefs Elizabeth. She had efcaped into Coventry; and 
they were obliged to put themfelves on their defence 

againfr the country, who were raifed from all quarters, 

and armed, by the fueriff. The confpirators, with all 
their attendants, never exceeded the number of eighty 
perfons; and being furrounded on every fide, could nti 

longer entertain hopes, either of prevailing or efcaping. 

Having therefore confeifed themfelves, and received abfo

lution, they boldly prepared for death, and refolved to 

fell their lives as dear as poffible to the aifailants. But 
~ven this miferable confolation was denied them. Some 
of their powder took fire, and difabled them for defence z. 

The people rufued in upon them. Piercy and Cateiby 
were kilted by one fnot. Digby, Rookwood, Winter, 

and others, being taken prifonets, were tried, confeifcd 

u Winwood, vol. ii. p. 173· x K. James's Works, p. zp. 
Y See note [E] at the end of the volume. z State Trials, '\'ol. i. P• 199 

Difcourfe of the manner, &c, p. 69, 70, • 

their 
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and died, as well as Garnet, by the hands ofC H A P. 

h . N . hn. cl' l. h 'cl . XLVI. t e executiOner. otwit n:an mg t 11s orn cnme, the'---y---J 
bigotted Catholics were fo devoted to Garnet, that they x6o5, 

fancied miracles to be wrought by his blood a; and in 
Spain ne was regarded as a martyr b. 

NEITHER had the defperate fortune of the confpirator~ 
urged them to this enterprize, nor had the former pro
fligacy of their Jives prepared them for fo great a crime. 
Before that audacious attempt, their conduct feems, in 
general, to be liable to no reproach. Catefby's chara.Cler 
had entitl ed him to fuch regard, that Rookwood and 
Digby were feduced by their implicit trufl: in his judge
ment; and they declared, that, from the motive alone of 
friendihip to him, they were ready, on any occafio.q, to 
have facrificed their lives c. Dig by himfelf was as highly 
efi:eemed and beloved as any man in England; and he 
had been particularly honoured with the good opinion of 
Qyeen Elizabeth n. It was bigotted zeal alone, the 
mofi: abfurd of prejudices mafqued with reafon, the 
mofr criminal of paffions covered with the appearance of 
duty, which feduced them into rneafures, that were fatd 
to themfelves, and had fo nearly proved fatal to theit" 
country e. 

THE Lords Mordaunt and Stourton, two catholics, 
were fined, the former ro,ooo pounds, the latter 4000, 

by the ftar-chamber; becaufe their ab fence 1 rom par .. 
liament had begotten a fufpicion of their being ac
quainted with the confpiracy. The earl of Northum-
berland was fined 30,000 po~mds, and detained feveral 

a WinwooJ, vol. i1. p. 300. • b Id. Ibid. c State Trials, 

vol. i. p. zot. d Athen, Ox. vol. ii. fol. 254. 

e Dil(bv after his condemnation, faki in a ktter to his wife: " Now for . 
'' my in t~~t ioJJ, let me tell you, that if I had thought th co re had betn th~ 
" leafi: fin in the plot, I would not have been of it for all the world; and no 
" (Jthcr caufe drew me, to h azard my fortwne and life, but zeal to God'lj 

1 religion," He expreffes his furpnze to hear that any catholics had con
~eml')ed it, D igby' $paper$, pkhlijhtd by fecretary Coventry. 

p 3 fC~~ 
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C Hr A P. years prifoner in theTower; becaufe, not to mentiort 

~~other grounds of fufpi1ion, he had admitted Piercy into 

1065· he number of gentlenen penfioners, without his taking 

the req u ifite oaths f. 
'T'HE king, in his peech to the parliament, obferved, 

that, though religion 1ad engaged the confpirators in fo 

criminal an attempt, ret ought we not to involve all the 
Roman catholics in the fame guilt, or fuppofe them 

equally difpofed to ommit fuch enormous barbarities. 
Many holy men, he aid, and our anccftors among the 

refi, had been feduce' to concur with that church in her 

fchola!lic doctrines; who yet had never admitted her 

feditious principles, <Oncerning the pope's power of de

throning kings, or fcntl:ifying affaffination. The wrath 
of Heaven is denoUJced againfr crimes, but innocent 

error may obtain its favour; and nothing can be more 

hateful than the un,haritablenefs of the puritans, who 

condemn alike to etenal torments, even the mofi inoffen

five partizans of pmery. For his part, he added, that 

confpiracy, howevcratrocious, fhould never alter, in the 

lcaft, his plan of gorernment: \Vhile with one hand he 

punifl1ed guilt; ""in the other, he would frill fupport 
and proteCt innocenc: 6 . :After this fpeech, he prorogued 

the parliament, till t1e 22d of January h. 

'I'HE moderationl and, I may fay, magnanimity, of 

the king, immediat:ly after fo narrow an efcape from a. 
mofi detefi:able conf1ira~y, was no wife agreeable to his 
fubjeets. Their arimofit:y againfi popery, even before 

"' this provocation, htd rifen to a great pitch; and it had 

perhaps been more 1rudent in J ames, by a little diffimu..: 

• f Camden in Kennet, p.692. g K. James's Works, p. 503, 504• 
h The Parliament, tbisfeffion, paffed an·· aet obliging every one to take 

the oath of allegiance : A 1ery moderate tefr, fince it decided no controverted 

points between the two rJigions, and only engaged the perfons who took it 

to abjure the pofe's powtr of dethror..in~ kings. SeeK. Jamcs's Works, 

P· ~so. 
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lation, to have conformed himfelf t> it. His theolocrical c H A P. 

learning, confirmed by difputation had happily fixed his~ 
judgment in the proteftant faith ; y.t was his heart a little 16o6. 

byaffed by the allurements of Rone, and he had been 

well pleafed, if the making of fo~ advances could have 
effected an union with that ancient mother-church. He 
ftrove to abate the acrimony of his own fubjeCl:s againft 
the religion of their fathers: He btcame himfelf the ob-
jeCt: of their diffidence and averfion Whatever meafures 
he embraced ; in Scotland to introluce prelacy, in Eng-
land to inforce the authority of tle efiablilhed church, 
and fupport its rites and ceremonie.; were interpreted as 
fo many fieps towards popery; ani were reprefented by 
the puritans as fymptoms of idoktry and fupedhtion .• 
Ignorant of the confequences, or unwilling to facrifice 
to politics his inclination, which h1 called his confcience, 
he perfevered in the fame meafure:, and gave trufi and 

preferment, almofi indifferently, tohis catholic and pro-
tefiant fubjects. And finding his )erfon, as well as his 
title, lefs obnoxious to the church cf Rome, than thofe of 
Elizabeth, he gradually abated therigour of thofe laws, 
which had been enacted againfl: th:t church, and which 
were fo acceptable to his bigotted u bjects. But the ef-
feCts of thefe difpofitions on both :ides became not very 
fenfible, till towa1ds the conclufionof his reign. 
. AT this time, J ames feems to lave poffeffed the af
fetlions even of his Englilh fubje8, and, in a tolerable 
degree, their efi:eem and regard. Hitherto their com
plaints were cl~iefly leve1led againr his too great con
fiancy in his early friendlhips; a qtality, which, had it 
been attended with more reconomy1 the wife would have 
excufed, and the candid ~ould evet, perhaps, have ap
plauded. His parts, which were mt defpicab1e, and his 
learning, which was great, being lighly extolled by his 
courtiers and gownmen, and not ye tried in the manage-

~ 4 ment 
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c H A P. ment of any delicate affairs, for which he was unfit, 
xLvJ. ·rc cl h. h ·d f 1 · · h Id · I "'--v--- rate a tg 1 ea o 11m 1n t e wor ; nor was 1t a ways 

16e6. through Battery or infincerity, that he received the title 

of the fecond Solomon. A report, which was fuddenly 

fpread about this time, of his being affaffinated, vifibly 

A parlia. firuck a great confternation into all orders of men i. The 
mcnt. commons alfo abated, this feffion, fomewhat of their ex· 

ceffive frugality, and granted him an aid, payable in four 

years, of three fub!iclies and fix fifteenths, which, Sir 

Francis Bacon faid in the houfe k, might amount to 

about four hundred thoufand pounds : And for once the 

king and parliament parted in friendlhip and good hu
mour. The hatred which the catholics fo vifibly bore 

him
1 

gave him, at this time, an additional value in the 

eyes of his people. The only confiderable point, in 

which the commons incurred his difpleafure, was by dif

covering their conftant goodwill to the puritans, in whofe 

favour they defired a conference with the lords 1 : Which 

was rejeCted. 

November THE chief affair tranfaCl:ed next feffion, was the in· 
!8. tended union of the two kingdoms. Nothing could ex

ceed the king's paffion and zeal for this noble enterprize, 

but the parliament's prejudice and rcluCl:ance againft it. 

There remain two excellent fpeeches in favour cf the 

union, which it would not be improper to compare toge

ther; that of the king", and that of Sir Francis Bacon. 

Thofe, who afFetl: in every thing fuch an extreme con .. 

tempt for j ames, will be furprifed to find, ·that his dif

courfe, both for good reafoning and elegant compofi
tion, approaches very near that of a man, who was un~ 

doubtcdly, at that time, one of the greateft geniufes in 
Europe. A few trivial indifcretions and indecorums may 

i Kennet, p. 696. 
1 Journ. sth April, t6o6. 

n K. Jame•'• works, P• 509. 

k Journ. 2oth May, t6o6. 
m Kennet, p. 676. 
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be fa id to charachrize the harangue of the monarch, and c R A p• 
. c h' A d . ] r d XLV!· mark It tor 1s own. n m genera , 10 open an ....___,_~ 

avowed a declaration in favour of a meafure, while he 16c.D. 

had taken no care, by any precaution or intrigue, to 
enfure fuccefs, may fafely be pronounced an indilcretion. 
But the art of managing parliaments, by private intereft 

· or cabal, being found hitherto of little ufe or neceffity, 
had not, as yet, become a part of Engliih politics. In 
the common courfe of affilirs, government could be con
ducted without their affifiance; and when their concur
rence became neceffary to the meafures of the crown, it 
was, generally fpeaking, except in times of great factiun 
and difcontcnt, obtained without much difficulty. 

THE king's influence feems to have rendered the Scot
tiih parliament cordial in all the fteps, which they took 
towards the union. Though the advantages, which Scot
land might hope from that meafure; were more confider
abJe; yet were the objeCtions too, with regard to that 
kingdom, more ftriking and obvious. The benefit 
which mufi have refulted to England, both by acceffion 
of ftrength and fecurity, was not defpicable; and as the 
Englifh were, by far the greater nation, and poffdfed 
the feat of government, the objections, either from the 

point of honour or from jealoufy, could not reafonably 
have any place among them. The Englifh parliament 
indeed feem to have been fwayed merely by the vulgar 
motive of national antipathy. And they pedifted fo ob
.fl:inately in their prejudices, that all the eftorts for a tho
rough union and incorporation ended only in the aboli
tion of the hofiile laws, formerly enacted between the 
kingdom& 0 • 

o The commons were even fo averfe to the union, that they had cam• 

plained in the former feffion to the lords of the bilhop of Brill:ul, for writing 
a book in favour of it, and the prelate was obli.ged to make fubmiilions for 
this offence. The crime imputed to him feems to have conlifted in his treat• 
ing of a fubjea, which lay before the parliament. So lit~le notion had they 

a& yet of 'eneral_liberty! SeeParliap1entary Hi!lory, vol. v. p. IcS, Jog, I Jo. 

SoME 
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c H A P. SoME precipitate fieps, which the king, a little after 
XLVI, . . h. t: • 

'---v----' hts acceffion, had taken, m order to promote IS 1avounte 
J6o6. projeB:, had been here obferved to do more injury than 

fervice. From his own authority, he had affumed the 

title of king of Great Britain; and had quartered the 
arms of Scotland, with thofe of England, in all coins, 
flags, and enfigns. He had alfo engaged the judges to 
make a declaration, that all thofe, who, after the union 
of the crowns, fhould be born in either kingdom, were, 
for that reafon alone, naturalized in both. This was a 
nice quefl:ion, and, according to the ideas of thofe times, 

fufceptible of fubtile reafoning on both fides. The king 
was the fame: The parliaments were different. To 

render the people therefore the fame, we mufl: fuppofe, 
that the fovereign authority refided chiefly in the prince, 
and that thefe popular a£femblies were rather infl:ituted to 
affifi with money and advice, than endowed with any 

controuling or aB:ive powers in the government. It is 
evident, fays Bacon in his pleadings on this fubjeB:, that 

all other commonwealths, monarchies only excep ed, do Jubfifl 

by a law precedent. For where authority is divided among!! 

many officers, and they not perpetual, bitt annual or temporary, 

end not to receive their authority but by elellion, and certain 

perfons to bave voices only in tbat elellion, and the like ; tbeft 

m·c bufy and curious frames, which of necef!ity do prejuppofe 

a law precedent, written or unwritten, to guide and direff 

them: But in monarchies, efpecially hereditary, that is, 

when feveral families or lineages of people do Jubmit them· 

felves to one line, imperial or royal; the fubmijfion is more 

natural ani jimple; wbich afterwards, by law fubfequent, is 

perjelled, and made more formal: but that is grounded upon 

nature P. It would feem from this reafoning, that the 

idea of a hereditary, limited monarchy, though implicitly 

~uppofed in many public tranfaB:ions, had fcarcely ever, 

P Bacon's WorksJ vel, iv. p. 190, 191. Edit, 1730, · 

9 
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as yet, been cxprefsl y formed by any Engliih lawyer or C H A P. 
XLVI. 

politician. ~ 

ExcEPT the obftin.acy of the parliament with regard to 1606. 

the union, and an attempt on the king's ecclefiafl:ical 
jurifdiCl:ion q' moft of their meafures, during this feffion, 
were fufficiently refpeCl:ful and obliging; though they 
frill difcover a vigi1ant fpirit, and a careful attention to-
wards national liberty. The votes alfo of the commons 

. thow, that the houfe contained a mixture of puritans, 
who had acquired great authority among them r, and 
who, together with religious prejudices, were continuaily 
fuggefl:ing ideas, more fuitable to a popular than a mo
narchical form of government. The natural appetite for 
rule made the commons lend a willing ear to every doc
trine, which tended to augment their own power and in
fluence. 

A PETITION was moved in the lower houfe for a more 16o: ' 
rigorous execution of the laws againfi popith recufants, 
and an abatement towards proteftant clergymen, who 
fcrupled to obferve the ceremonies. Both thefe points 
were equally unacceptable to the king; and he fent orders 
to the houfe to proceed no farther in that matter. The 
commons were inclined, at firft, to confider thefe orders 
as a breach of privilege: But they foon acquiefced, when 
told, that this meafure of the king's, was fupported by 
many precedents, during the reign of Elizabeth s. Had 
they been always difpofed to make the precedents of that 
!eign the rule of their conduct, they needed never have 
had any quarrel with any of their monarchs. 

THE complaints of Spani!h depredations were very sth of June. 
loud among the Engliili merchants t. The lower houfe 
fent a meffage to the lords, defiring a conference with 

q Journ. z December, 5 March, J6o6. zs, "6 June, 1607. 
• Journ. 26 February, 4, 1 March, J(jo6. 2 May, 17 June, 1607~ 
~ Journ, 16J 17 Juae, 16o7. t Journ. ~5 Fcb, I6o6. 

~henr,; 
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c H A P. them, in order to their prefcnting a joint petition to th~ 
~king on the fubject. The lords took fome time to deli-

16o7. berate on this mefrage ; becau fe, they fa id, the matter 

was weighty and rare. It probably occurred to them, at 

firft, that the parliament's interpofing in affairs of frate 

would appear unufual and extraordinary. And to ihow, 

that in this fentiment they were not guided by court influ

ence ; after they had deliberated, they agreed to the 

conference. 

THE houfe of commons began now to feel themfelves 

of fuch importance, that on the motion of Sir Edwin 

Sandys, a member of great authority, they entered, for 

the firfi: time, an order for the regular keeping of their 

journe1ls u. When all bufinefs was fini!hed, the king 

prorogued the parliament. 

ABOUT this time, there was an infurreB:ion of the 

country people in Northamptonfhire, headed by one 

Reynolds, a man of low condition. They went about 

d frroying inclofures; but carefully avoided committing 

4th of July. any other outrage. This infurreetion was eafily fup-

prctTed, and, though great lenity was ufed towards the 
rioters, yet were fome of the ringleaders punifned. The 

chief caufe of that trivial commotion feems to have been, 

of itfelf, far from trivial. The practice fiill continued 

in England of difu[lng tillage, and throwing the land in

to inclofures for the fake of pafture. By this means, the 

kingdom was depopulated,. at leafr, prevented from en. 

~reafing fo much in people, as might have been expeCted 

from the daily encreafe of induftry and commerce. 

doS. NExT year prefents us with nothing memorable: But 

i~ the fpring of the fubfequent, after a long negociation, 

was concluded, by a truce of twelve years, that war, 

1_60~· '?'hich for near half a centur;; had ~een trarried on with 

~ ~ourn. 3 July, a6o~. 
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fuch fury between Spain and the ftates of the United c H A P. 

XLVf. Provinces. Never conteft feemed, at firft, more unequal: "--y--J 

Never conteft was finifued with more honour to the 16og. 
Truce be

weaker party. On the fide of Spain were numbers, riches, tween Spa :n 

authority, d;fcipline: On the fide of the revolted pro- ~:~t~~ePro
vinces were found the attachment to liberty and the en- vmces. 

thufiafm of religion. By her naval enterprizes the republic 
maintained her armies ; and joining peaceful indufiry to 
military valour, 1he was enabled, by her own force, to 
fupport herfclf, and gradually rely lefs o• thofe neigh-
boUI·ing princes, who, from jealoufy to Spain, were at 
firft prompted to encourage her revolt. Long had the 
pride of that monarchy prevailed over her interefl, and 
prevented her from hearkening to any terms of accommo-
dation with her rebellious fubjccrs. But finding all inter-
courfe cut off between her provinces by the ma:-itime force 
of the fi:ates, ilie at lafi: agreed to treat with them as a free 
people, and folemnly to renounce all claim_and prcteniion 
to their fovereignty. 

THIS chief point being gained, the treaty was eafily March 30. 

brought to a conclufion, under the joint mediation and 
guarantee of France and England. A1I exterior appear-
ances of honour were paid equally to both crowns: But 
very difrerent were the fentimcnts, which the ftates, as 

well as all Europe, entertained of the princes, who 

wore them. Frugality and vigour, the chief circum-
frances which procure regard among foreign nations, 
lhone out as confpicuoufly in Henry as they were defi-
cient in J ames. To a contempt of the Engliih monarch, 
Henry feems to have added a confiderable degree of jea-
loufy and averlion, which were fentiments altogether with-
out foundation. James was jufl and fair in all tranfac-
tions with his allies x, but it appears from the memoirs 

of 
l: The plan of accommodation w hi eh J ames recommended is found in 

Wi..nwood1 vol. ii, P• •P9J 430; and is the fame that was recom~nded by 

Henry, 
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c H A P. of thofe times, that each fide deemed him partial toward~ 
~their adverfary, and fancied, that he had entered into 

16o9. fecret meafures againfi them Y. So little equity have men 

in their judgmems of their own affairs; and fo dange

rous is that entire neutrality affeB:ed by the king of 

England! 

16ro. 
Feb. 9• 

A parlia~ 
ment. 

THE little concern, which J ames took in foreign af• 

fairs, renders the domefiic occurrences, particularly thofe 

of parliament, the mofi interefiing of his reign. A new 

feffion was held this fpring; the king full of hopes of 

receiving fupply; the commons, of circumfcribing his 

prerogative. The earl of Salifbury, now created trea

furer on the death .of the earl of Dorfet, laid open the 

king's neceffities, firfi to the peers, then to a committee 
of the lower houf\"! z. He infifted on the unavoidable

expence incurred, in fupporting the navy, and in fup

preffing a late infurreCl:ion in Ireland : He mentioned 

three numerous courts, which the king was obliged to 

maintain, for himfelf, for the queen, and for the prince 

Q[ Wales: He obferved, that queen Elizabeth, though 

a fingle woman, had received very large fupplies, in the 

years preceding her death, which alone were expenfive 

to her: And he remarked, that, dL~ring her reign, !he had 

alienated many of the crown lands; an expedient, which, 

though it fupplied her prefent neceffities, without laying 
burthens on her people, extremely multiplied the necef

fities of her fucceifor. From all thefe caufcs he thought 

Henry, as we learn from Jeanin, tom. iii. p. 416, 417. It had long been 

imagined by hiftorians from Jelnin's authority, that James had declared to 

the court of Spain that he would not fupport the Dutch in their pretenlions 

to liberty and independence. But it has fince been difcovered by Winwood'3 

Memorials, vol. ii. P• 456. 466.469, 475•476· that that report was foundeli 

~n a lie of prefident Richardot's, 
Y Win wood, and Jeanin, paffirn, ~ Journ, 17 Feb, 1609. Kennet, 

!• 68x, 

it 
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it nowife fl:range, that the king's income fuould fali lhort C H A P. 

fo great a fum as eighty-one thoufand pounds of his frated ~ 
and regular ex pence; without mentioning contingencies, x6re. 

which ought always to be efreemed a fourth of the yearly 
charges. And as the crown was now neceifarily bur-
thened with a great and urgent debt of 300,000 pounds, 
he thence inferred the abfolute neceffity of an immediate 
and large fupply from the people. To all thefe reafons, March 2.:2. 

which James likewife urged in a fpeech addreifed to both 
houfes, the commons remained inexorable. But not to 
fuock the king with an abfolute refufal, they granted him 
one fu bfid y and one fifteenth ; which would fcarcely 
amount to a hundred thoufand pounds. And James re-
ceived the mortification of difcovering, in vain, all his 
wants, and of begging aid of fubjetls, who had no reafon-
able indulgence or confideration for him. 

AMoNG the many caufes of difguft and quarrel, which 
now d.tily and unavoidably multiplied between prince and 
parliament, this article of money is to be regarded as 
none of the lcaft confiderable. After the difcovery and 
conquefr of the Wefl-Indies, gold and filver became 
every day more plentiful in England, as well as in the 
refr of Europe; and the price of all commodities and pro
vifions rofe to a height beyond what had been known, 
fince the declenfion of the Roman empire. As the reve
nue of the crown rofe not in proportion a, the prince 
was infenfibly reduced to poverty amidfr the general 
riches of his fubjeCts, and required additional funds, in 
order to fupport the fame magnificence and force, which 
had been maintained by former monarchs. But while 
money thus flowed into England, we may obferve, that, 
at the fame time, and probably from that very caufe, art~ 

a Befides the great alienation of the crown-land8, the fce~fdrm rents neve 
encreafed, and the other lands were let on long (cafes and a .. a great under
nlue~ little or r.othing above the old rent, 
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c H A P. and indufiry of all kinds received a mighty encreafe; aml 
XLVI. } . • f 1·a.:. b b k '----...r--' e egance m every enjoyment o ne ecame etter nown, 
161o. and more cultivated among a,ll ranks of people. The 

king's fervants, both civil and military, his courtiers, hi9 
minifiers, demanded more ample fupplies from the im
poveri{hed •prince, and were not contented with the fame 
fimplicity of living, which had fatisfied their ancefl:ors. 

The prince himfelf began to regard an encreafe of pomp 

and fplendor as requifite to fupport the dignity of his 

character, and to prcferve the fame fuperiority above his 

fubjeB:s, which his predece!fors had enjoyed. Some equa

lity too, and proportion to the other fovereigns of Eu
rope, it was natural for him to defire; and as they had 

univerfally enlarged their revenue and multiplied their 

taxes, the king of England deemed it reafonable, that 

his fu bjeB:s, who were generally as rich as theirs, £hould 

bear with patience fome additional burthens and impo-

fitions. 
UNHAPPILY for the king, thofe very riches, with 

the encreafing knowledge of the age, bred oppofite fenti

ments in his fubjecrs; and begetting a fpirit of freedom 

and independence, difpofed them to pay little regard, 

either to the entreaties or menaces of their fovereign. 
\Vhile the barons poffe!fed their former immenfe property 

and extenfive jurifdiB:ions, they were apt, at every dif

gufr, to endanger the monarch and throw the whole gd

vernment into confufion : But this confufion often, in 

its turn, proved favourable to the monarch, and made 

the nation again fubmit to him, in order to re-e!l:abliili 
jufl:ice and tranquillity. After the power of aliena.tions; 

as well as the encreafe of commerce had thrown the b..L

lancc of property into the hands of the commons, the 
fituation of affairs and the difpofitions of men became 

fufceptible of a more regular plan of liberty; and the 

laws were not fupported fi.ngly by the authority of the 

fovereign. 
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fovereign. And though in that interval, after the de- C H A P. 

1
. XLVI. 

c me of the peers and before the people had yet experi- '--y---J 

enced their force, the, princes affumed an exorbitant x6Io• 

power, and had almofl: annihilated the confl:itution under 

the weight of their prerogative ; as foon as the commons 

recovered from their lethargy, they feem to have been 

afl:onifhed at the danger; and were refolved to fecure li-

berty by firmer barriers, than their ancefl:ors had hitherto 

provided for it. 
HAD James poffeffed a very rigid frugality; he might 

have warded off this crifis fomewhat longer; and wait

ing patiently for a favourable opportunity to encreafe and 

fix his revenue, might have fecured the extenftve autho

rity, tranfmitted to him. On the other hand, had the 

commons been inclined to act with more generofity and 

kindncfs towards their prince, they might probably have 

turned his neceffities to good account~ and have bribed 

him to depart peaceably from the more dangerous articles 

of his prerogative. But he was a foreigner, and ignorant 

of the arts of popularity ; they were foured by religious 

prejudices and tenaciou~ of their money: And, in this 

fituation, it is no wonder, that, during this whole reigr., 

we fcarceiy find an interval of mutual confidence and 

friendlhip between prince and parliament. 

THE king, by his prerogative alone, had, fome years 

before, altered the rates of the cuftoms~ and had efta

bliilied higher impofitions on feveral kinds of merchandize. 

This exercife of power will naturally; to us, appear arbi-. 

trary and illegal ; yet, according to the principles and 

pratl:ices of that time, it might admit of fome apology. 

The duties of tonnage and poundage were at firft granted 

to the crown, by a vote of parliament, and for a limited 

time; and as the grant frequently expired and was 

renewed, there could not then arifc any doubt concerning 

the origin of the king's right to levy thefe duties; and 

VoL. VI. E thi 
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c H A P. this impofition like all others, was plainly derived from 
XLVI. ' H V ~the voluntary confent of the people. But as enry • 
1610. and all the fucceeding fovereigns, had the revenue con

ferred on .them for life, the prince, fo long in poffeffion 

of thefe duties, began gradually to confider them as his 
own proper right and inheritance, and regarded the vote 
of par1iament as a mere formality, which rather expreffed 
the acquiefcence of the people in his prerogative, than 

befiowed any new gift of re.,•enue upon him. 

THE parliament, when it firft granted poundage to the 

crown, had fixed no particular rates : The impofition was 

given as a fuilling in a pound, or five per cent. on. all com
modities : It was left to the king himfelf, end the privy 

council, aided by the advice of fuch merchants as they 
!hould think proper to confult, to fix the value of goods, 

and thereby the rates of the cuftoms: And as that value 

had been fettled before the difcovery of the Wefl:-Indies, 
it was become much inferior to the prices, which almoft 
all commodities bore in every market in Europe; and 

confequently, the cuftoms on many goods, though fup
pofed to be five per cent. was in reality much inferior. 
The king, therefore, was naturally led to think, that 

rates, which were now plainly falfe, ought to be cor· 

retl:ed b ; that a valuation of commodities, fixed by one 

aB: of the privy council, might be amended by another; 

that if his right to poundage were inherent in the crown, 

he £bould alfo poffefs, of himfelf, the right of correCting 

its inequalities; if this duty were granted by the people, 

he fhould at leafl: fupport the fpirit of the law, by fixing 

a new and a jufrer valuation of all commodities. But 
befides this reafoning, which feems plaufible, if not 

folid, the king was fupported in that atl: of power by 

direCt precedents, fome in the reign of Mary, fome in· 

b ·winwood, vol. ii. P• 438, 

the 



] J; M E S I. SI 

the beginning of Elizabeth c. Both thefe princeffes C H A P. 

had, without confent of parliament, altered the rates~ 
of commodities; and as their impofitions had, all alono- 1610, 

~' been fubmitted to with<?ut a murmur, and frill con-
tinued to be levied, the king had no rcafon to appre
hend, that a farther ,exertion of the fame authority would 
give any occafion of complaint. That lefs umbrage 
might be taken, he was moderate in the new rates, 

· which he efiablilhed: The cufioms, during his whole 
reign, rofe only from 127,000 pounds a-year to rgo,ooo; 
though, befides the encrcafe of the rates, there was a 
fenfible encreafe of commerce and indufrry during that 
period : Every commodity, befides, which might fen·e 
to e1e fubfifience of the peopl~, or might be confidered 
as a material of manufatl:ures, was exempted from the 
new impofitions of J ames d: But all this caution could 
not prevent the complaints of the commons. A fpirit 
of liberty had now taken poffeffion of the houfe: The 
leading members, men of an independent genius and 
large views, began to regulate their opinions, more by 
the future confequences which they forefaw, than by the. 
former precedents which were fet before them; and they 
lefs afpired at maintaining the ancient con!l:itution, than 
at eft'ablilhing a new one, and a freer, and a better. In 
their remonfirances to the king on this occafion, they 
obferved it to be a general opinion, That the reafom of 
tbat praflice might be extended much farther~ even to tl:~ ut
ter ruin of the ancient liberty of the kingdom, and the fubjefls' 
right of property in tbeir lands and goods e. Though cx
prcfsly forbidden by the king to touch his prerogative, 
they paired a bill aboiilhing thefe impofitions; which 
was rejeCl:cd by the houfe of lords. 

c Journ. 18th April, sth and 1oth May, 1614, &c, 2.::-th FeLruary, 161.5. 
See alfo Sir John Davis's qu "ft ion concerning impof:t:o.1s, p. l'J.7, 128. 

d Sir John Davis's quefiion concerning impofitions, c Journ. 

;.3 May, 161o, 
E 2 
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c R A P. IN another addrefs to the king, they objeeted to the

~ praCl:ice of borrowing upon privy feals, and defired, th~t 
161o. the fubjeCts flwuld rtot be forced to lend money to h1s 

majefty, or give a reafon for their refufal. Some mur

murs likewife were thrown out in the houfe againft a new 

monopoly of the li~ence of wines r. It muft be con

felfed, that forced loans and monopolies were efiablilhed 

on many and ancient as well as recent precedents; though 

diametrically oppofite to all the principles of a free 

government g. 

THE houfe likewife difcovered fome difcontent againfl: 

the king's proclamations. J ames told them, That thougb 

he well knew, hy the conjlitution and policy of the kingdom, 

that proclamations were not of equal force with laws; yet he 

tbought it a duty incumbent on him, and a power infeparably 

annexed to the crown, to riflra in and prevent fuch mifchiefs 

and inconvenimcies as he Jaw growing on the )late, againfl 
which no certain law was extant, and which might tend tfJ 

the great dett·iment of the Juhjel1, if there Jhould be no re

medy provided till the meeting of a parliament. And this 

prerogative, he adds, our progenitors have, in all times, 
ufcd and enjoyed"· The intervals between fcffions, we 

may obfcrve, were frequently fo long, as to render it ne

cefrary for a prince to intcrpofe by his prerogative. The 

legality of this exertion was cfrablifhcd by uniform and 

undifputed praEl:ice; and was even acknowledged by 

lawyers, who made, however, this difference between 

laws and proclamations, th<1t the authority of the for

mer was perpetual, that of the latter expired with the 

fovcreign who emitted them i. But what the authority 

could be, which bound the fubjetl:, yet was different from 

1 e <:.uthority of laws and inferior to it, feems inexplicable 

( Parlia:ocnt. Hift vt'l. v. p. 241. g See note [F) at the end of 

e rolume. •· .P;;Jlian:~nt. H:ft. vol. v. p. ~so. 1 Journ. 
n. :VL:y, 16.4. 

by 
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by any maxims of reafon or politics : And in this in- C RA P. 

ft . h . . r. fc • XL VI. 
ance, as m many ot ers, It ts eaty tq, ee, how maccurate "-.r--1 

the Eng1i1h confiitution was, before the parliament was J6Io, 

ena~led, by continued acquifitions or encroachments, to 
e.ltablifh it on fixt principles of liberty. 

V PON the fettlement of the reformation, that extenfive 
branch of power, which regards eccleiiafl:ical matters, 

being then without an owner, feemed to belong to the 
firfi occupant; and Henry VIII. failed not immediately 
to feize it, and to exert it even to the utmofl degree of 
tyranny. rrhe poffeffion of it was continued with Edward; 

and recovered by Elizabeth ; and that ambitious princefs 
was fo remarkably jealous of this flower of her crown, 

that .lhe feverely reprimanded the parliament, if they ever 

prefumed to intermeddle in thcfe matters; and they were 

fo over·awed by her authority, as to fubmit, and to aik 

pardon on thefe occafions. But J ames's parliaments were 

much lefs obfequious. They ventured to lift up their 
eyes, and to confider this prerogative. They there faw 

a large province of government, poffeffed by the king 
alone, and fcarcely ever communicated with the parlia
ment. They were fenfible, that this province admitted 
not of any exaCl: boundary or circumfcription. They had 
felt, that the Roman pontiff, in former ages, under pr~

tence of religion, was gradually making advances to ufurp 
the whole civil power. They dreaded H:ill more danger
ous confequences from the claims of their own h:>vereign, 
who refided among them, and who, in many other re
fpeB:s, poffeffed fuch unlimited auth9rity. They therefore 
deemed it abfolutely ncce!fary to circumfcribe this branch 

of prerogative, and accordingly, in the preceding feffion, 
they paffed a bill again11: the dbbliilirncnt of any ecclcfi
africal canons without confcnt of parliament k. But th 

~ Journ. :z.:l, uth December; sth M • .u: hJ 16:6. 

E 3 l oufe 
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C H A P. houfe of lords, as is ufual, defended the barriers of the 
XLVI. d . .0. d .~-.. b'}} "'---'-v---' throne, an reJeL-LC ue 1 • • 

I61o. IN this feffion, tle commons, after palling apew th~ 
fame bill, made re:nmfhances ag~inH the proceedings of 

the higb c:mzmiffion curt I. It required no great penetra

tion to fee the extrene danger to liberty, arifing in a re

gal government, fron fuch large difcretionary powers, as 

were exercifed by t!at court. But J ames refufed com

pliance with the appication of the commons. He was 

probably fenfible, th:t, befides the diminution of his au

thority, many inc~meniencies mufr neceffarily refult from 

the aboli!Ling of all difcretionary power in every magif

trate; and that the hws, were they ever fo carefully framed 

and digcfrcd, could 1ot po!Tlbly provide againfr every con

tingency; much lef~ where they heid not, as yet, attained 

a fufficient degree ol accuracy and refinement. 

BuT the bufinef, which chiefly occupied the com

mons, during this f.ffion, was the abolition of ward:lhips 

and purveyance ; pnogatives, which had been more or 

]efs touched on, evey feffion, during the whole reign o~· 

James. In this aff<ir, the commons employed the pro

per means, vyhich night intitle them to fuccefs : TheY

ofFered the king a fctlcd revenue as an equivalent for the 

pm.yers, which he lliould part with; and the king was 

willing to hearken to terms. After much difpute, he 

agreed to give up nefe prerogatives for 2oo,coo pounds, 

a-year, which theyagreed to confer upon him m. And 
nothin~ 

I P.u1i:Jrnent. Hi!l:. vol v. p. z.p. Kennet, p. 68r. 

m 'Ve learn from Wi.wood's Memorials, vol. ii. p. 193· the rcafon af-

1igned for this particular nm. " From thence my lord treafur~r came to the 

'' price; and here he f~id;hat the king would no more rile and fall like a mer

'' chant. That re would 10t have a flower of his cro\"m (meaning the court of 

" \\ards) fo much toiii d that it was too ddnty to be fo handled: And then 

" he fa id, that he mull deliver the very countenance and charaCter of the 

!~ king's mind out of hs own hand-writing: Which, befote he read, he 

,, flid 
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nothing remained, towards clofing thebargain, but that c H A P. 

the commons fuould determine the fuJds, by which this~~ 
fum fhould be levied. This feffion w:s too far advanced 161o. 

to bring fo difficult a matter to a full conclufion ; and 
though the parliament met again, tow.rds the end of the 
year, and refumed the quefiion, they ;vere never able to 
terminate an affair, upon which theyfeemed fo intent. 

The journals of that feffion are lofi; and, as the hifio-

rians of this reign are very negligent n relating parlia-
mentary affairs, of whofe importance hey were not fuf-

ficiently apprifed, we know not exaCl:l: the reafon of this 
failure. It only appears, that the kng was extremely 

difratisfied with the conduCt: of the paliament, and foon 
after difrolved it. This wa_s his firfi pa-lia~ent, and it fat 
near feven years. 

AMIDST all thefe attacks, fome mere, fome lefs vio
lent, on royal prerogative, the king dfplayecl, as openly 
as ever, all his exalted notions of momrchy and the au

thority of princes. Even in ~ fpeechto the parliament, 
where he begged for fupply, and whe·e he iliould natu
rally have ufed every art to ingratiate himfelf with that 
afrembly, he exprefrcd himfelf in thd terms: " I con
" elude, then, the point, touching tie power of kings, 

" with this axiom of divinity, that, :s to difpute wha.t 
" God may do, is blafphemy, but wbt God wills, that 

c< (aid he would acquaint us with a ple2fant concit of his majelly. As 

'' concerning the number of ninefcore thoufand JOunds, which was our 

'' number, he could not atfeB:, becaufc nine was he r:umher of the poets, 

" who were always beggars, though they ferved fonany mufes; <md eleven 

" was the number of the apoftles. when the traito, Judas, was away; and 

" therefore might beft ke efFdled by his majefty , But tliere was a mean 

" number, which might accord us both ; and tl·a <zt•as ten: "Which, f.qs 
" my lord treafurer, is a facred number; for fo may were God's coQ'}mand. 

'' ments, which tend to virtue nd euificatlon." If the cQmmons really 

voted ~o,ooo pounds a-year more, on accollnt of h · s jJ/cajar.t co11ceit of the 

k;ng and the trearurer, it was certainly the beft pid wit, for its goodnefs, 

fhat ever wae, in the world. 

E 4 " divi 1es 
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c H A l'." divines may lawfully and do ordinarily difpute and 

~" difcufs; fo is it [edition in fubjeCl:s to difpute what a 

16J.o. " king may d.:> in the height of his power. But juft 

~d l\.if1y. 
Death of 
the French 
l;.ing. 

" kings will ever be willing to declare what they will 

'' do,'""' if they will not incur the curfe of God. I will 

" not be content, that my power be difputed upon; but 

~' I £hall ever be willing to make the reafon appear of 

" my doings, and rule my aclions according to my 
" laws n." Notwithfianding the great extent of prero

gative in that age, thefe expreffions would probably give 

fome offence. But we may obferve, that, as the king's 

defpotifm was more fpeculative than praCtical, fo the in
dependency of the ~ommons was, at this time, the re

verfe; and, though fhongly fupported by their prefent 

fituation as well as difpofition, was too new and recent 

to be as yet fourded on f) fiemafcal principlcs
1 

ami opi-

nions 0 • 

'T'HI:.i year was diftingu it11cd by a memorable event, 

which ga 'e great a1arm and concern in England; the 

mur 1er of the French monat eh by the poinard of the 

fanatical Ravaillac. \Vi h l1is death, the glory of the 

:French monarchy fuffered an eclipfe for fome yrars ; and 

as that kingdom fell under an admini~hation wrak and 

bigottcd, fattious and d:fo;dcrly, the Auftrian greatnefs 

began anew to app .. ar foro i ~blc to Europe. ln Eng
hnd, the antipathy to the c1.tholics revivc'd a little upoll 

this tragical event ; anti fon1e of the laws, which haJ 

formerly been enaetcd, in order to. keco thefe rclio-ioni{h 
• b 

.in awe, began now to be executed witp grca~er rigollr 

<1,nd fcverity P. 

'f.HOUGH James's timid ity and indolence fixed him, 

during mofi: of h1s reis;n, in a very pru<.!ent inattention 

n K, James's \Vo.rks, p. 53l• 

volume, P I~enner, P• 684. 
c See note [G J at the e»~ of the 



J A M E S I. 57 
to foreign affairs, there happened, this year, an event in C H A P. 

E f r h · h r . XL VI. urope o 1UC mtg ty con1equence as to rouze htm from "--v--J 
his lethargy, and fummon up all his zeal and enterprize. t6n. 

A _profeffor of divinity, named Vorftius, the difciple of 
Arminius, was called from a German to a Dutch univer- Arminia .. 

fity; and as he differed from his Britannic Majefiy in nifm. . 

fome nice queftions concerning the intimate effence and 
fecret decrees of God, he was confidered as a dangerous 
rival in fcholaftic fame, and was, at ]aft, obliged to yield 
to the legions of that royal doctor, whofe fyllogifins he 
might have refuted or eluded. If vigour was wanting in 
other incidents in J ames's reign, here he behaved even 
with haughtinefs and infolence; and the ftates were ob-
liged, after feveral remonftrances, to deprive Vorfiius of . 
his chair, and to banifh him their dominions •. The 
king carried po farther his animofity againft that pro-
feffor; though he had very charitably hinted to the fiates, 
Tbat, as to the burning of Yorjlius for his blafphemies and 
atbcifm, he left them to their own Chriflian wifdom ; hut 
Jurely never heretic bette-r diferved the flames m. It is to be 
remarked, that, at this period, all over Europe, except 
in Holland alone, the praB:ice of burning heretics ftill 
prevailed, even in protefrant countries; and infiances were 
not wanting in England, during the reign of James. 

To confider James in a more advantageous light, we 
muft take a view of him as the legiflator of Ireland ; and 
mofi: of the inftitutions, which he had framed for civil
izing that kingdom, being finifhed about this period, it 
may not here be improper to give fome account of them. 
He frcq uently boafts of the management of Ireland as 
his mafter-picce; and it will appear, upon inquiry, that 
his v~nity, in this particular, was not altogether without 
foundation. 

m K. James's Works, P• 355~ 

J\FTEI\ 
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c H A P. AFTER the fubjection of Ireland by Elizabeth, the 

~more difficult tafl.:S: {till remained; to civilize the inhabi· 
1611. tants, to reconcile them to laws and indufrry, and to ren-

~~;~;n~: . der their fubjeCl:ion durable and ufeful to the crown of 

England. J ames proceeded in this work by a fready, re

gular, and well-concerted plan; and in the fpace of nine 

years, according to Sir John Davis, he made greater 

advances towards the reformation of that kingdom, than 

had been made in the 440 years, which had elapfed fince 

the conquefl: was firfr attempted n. 

IT was previoufly neceffary to aboliih the lrilh cufroms, 

yvhich fupplied the place of laws, and which were calcu

lated to keep that people for ever in a fiate of barbat:ifm 

~nd diforder. 

BY the Brehon law or cuflom, every crime, however 

enormous, was puniihed, not with death, but by a fine 

or pecuniary muiB-, which was le~ied upon the criminal . 

.11urder itfelf, as among all the ancient barbarous na

tions, was atoned for in this manner; and each man, 

acc01ding to his rank, had a different rate or v,alue af

fixed to him, which, if any one were wllling to pay, he 
needed not fear affaffinating his enemy. This rate was 

called his eric. When Sir William Fitzwilliams being 

lord deputy, told J\1aguire, that he was to fend a iheriff 
into Fermannah, which, a little before, had been made 

a county, and fu bj ected to the Engli!h law ; Your jherijf, 

f,lid Maguire, Jball be welcome to me: But, let me know, 

beforehand, his eric, or the price of his head, that, if my 

people cut it off, I may levy tht:: money upon the county 0 • As 
for opprcffion, extortion, ancl other trefpaffes, fo little 

were they regarded, that no penalty \Yas affixed to them, 

and no redrefs for fuch offences could ever be obtained. 

THE cufioms of Gavelkinde and Tanijlry were attended 

with the fame abfurdity in the difrribution of property. 

~ P. 259• edit, 16r3. () Sir John Davis, P• 166. 

The 
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!The land, by the cufi:om of Gavelkinde, was divided c H A P. 

among all the males of the fept or family, both bafiard ~ 
and legitimate : And, after partition made, if any of the 1612. 

fept died, his portion was not lhared 04t among his fons; 
but the chieftain, at his difcretion, made a new partition 
of all the lands, belonging to that fept, and gave every 
one his fhare P. As no man, by reafon of this cufiom, 
enjoyed the fixed property of any land; to build, to plant, 
to inclofc, to cultivate, to improve, would have been fo 
much lo:fl: labour. 

THE chieftains and the Tanifis, though drawn from 
the principal families, were not hereditary, but ·were 
efiablifhed by election, or more properly fpeaking, by 
force and violence. Their authority was almofi: abfolute; 
and, notwithfi:anding that certain lands were affigned to 
the office, its chief profit refu1ted from exactions, dues, 
~ffeffments, for which there was no fixed Jaw, and which 
were levied at pleafure q. Hence arofe that common bye
word among the lrilh, That they dwelt wdfward of the law, 
whicb dwelt beyond the river of the Barrow: lVIeaning the 
country, where the Englilh inhabited, and which ex
tended not beyond the compafs of twenty miles, lying in 
the neighbourhood of Dublin r. 

AFTER abolilhing thefe Irifh cufioms:> and fubfrituting 
Englilh law in their place; James, having taken all the 
nativ.es under his protection, and declared them free citi
zens, proceeded to govern them by a regular adminifi:ra
tion, military as well as civil. 

A SMALL army was maintained, its difcipline infpect
ed, and its pay tranfmitted from England, in order to keep 
the foldiers from preying upon the country, as had been 
ufual in former reigns. When Odoghartie raifed an in
furretl:ion, a reinforcement was fent over, and the .flames 
~f that rebellion were immediately extinguilhed. 

f. Sir John Davis, p. 167. q Id. P• 173• r Id. P• :!37• 

ALL 
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~ H A P. ALL minds being firfl: quieted by a general indemnity •; 
XLVI. • 11. l"£h d . 11.· d . ·11. d ~ '--v---' ctrcuits were enab 1 e , J un.tce a mmm:ere , oppremon 

l6xz. bani£hed, and crimes and diforders of every kind feverely 
puniilied t. As the Iriih had been univerfally engaged 
in the rebellion againfl: Elizabeth, a refignation of all the 
rights, which had been formerly granted them to feparate 
jurifdietions, was rigoroufly exaCted ; and no authority, 

but that of the king and the law, was permitted through-

out the kingdom "· 
A refignation of all private efl:ates was ~ven requireQ; 

and when they were refl:ored, the proprietors received 
them under fuch conditions as might prevent, for t~e fu

ture, all tyranny and oppreffion over the common people. 
The value of the dues, which the nobles ufually claimed 

from their vaffals, was eftimated at a fixed fum, and 

all farther arbitrary exaCtions prohibited under fevere 

penal ties ~. 
THE whole province of UHl:er having fallen to the 

crown by the attainder of rebels, a company was efi::;l

bli!hed in London, for pla~1ting new colonies in that fer

tile cquntry: The property was divided into moderate 
lhares, the largefl: not exceeding 2000 acres : Tenants 

were brought over from England and Scotland : The 
Irifh were removed from the hills and fafl:neffes, and fet

tled in the open country: Hufbandry a11~ the arts were 

taught them: A fixed habitation fecured: Plunder a~d 
robbery puniihed: And, by thefe means, Ulfl:er, from be
ing the moil: wild and diforderly province of all Ireland, 

foon became the beft cultivated and rnofl: civilized r. 
SucH were the arts, by which James introduced huma

nity and juftice among the people, who had ever been 
buried ih the m oft profound barbarifm. Nob le cares! 

~nuch fuperior to the vain and criminal glory of con-

' Sir John Davis, p. 2.63. 

X 1:!. P• :Z7S, 

7 

t Id. p. 2.64, z6 5, &c. 

1 1.:1, p. 2So. 

quefl:s ~ 
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quefts ; but requiring ages of perfeverance and attention c H A P. 
to perfect what had been fo happily begun. ~ 

A LAUDABLE aCl: of jufiice was, about this time, exe- t6u .. 

cuted in England upon lord Sanquhir, a Scottilh noble-
man, who had been guilty of the bafe affaffination of 
Turner, a fencing-mafrer. The Englilh nation, who 
were generally diffatisfied with the Scots, were enraged 
at this crime, equally mean and atrocious ; but J ames 
appeafed them, by preferring the feverity of law to the 
interceffion of the friends and family of the criminal :z:. 

~ K.ennet, p. 688, 
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C I-I A P. XLVII. 

Death of Prince Henry--lvlarriage of the Princefs 
Eli;zabeth with the Palatine--Rife of Somerfet 
--His 1'narriage--Overbury poifoned--Fall 
6fSomerfet--RifeoJBuckingham--Catttionary 
towns delivered--Affairs of Scotland. 

c H A P. , I-I IS year the fudden death of Henry, prince of 
~ Wales, diffufed an univerfal grief throughout the 

x6n. nation. Though youth and royal birth, both . of them 
!hong allurements, prepoffcfs men mightily in favour of 
the early age of princes ; it is with peculiar fondnefs, 
that hifl:orians mention Henry : And, in every refpeel-, 

his merit feems to have been extraordinary. He had 

Nov. 6th, 
Death of 
Prince 
Henry. 

not reached his eighteenth year, and he already poffeffed 
more dignity in his behaviour, and commanded more re
fpeB:, than his father, with all his age, learning and ex· 
perience. Neither his high fortune, nor his youth, had 
feduced him into any irregular pleafures: Bufinefs and 

ambition feem to have been his foie paffion. His incli

nations, as well as exercifes, were martial. The French 
ambaffador, taking leave of him, and afking his com• 

mands for France, found him employed in the exercife 
of the pike ; '!'ell your king, faid he, in what occupation 
you left me engaged a. He had conceived great affec
tion and efl:eem for the brave Sir Waiter Raleigh. It 

was his faying, Sure no king but my father would keep fuch 
a bird in a cage u. He feems indeed to have nourifhed 

a 'fhe French monarch had given particular orders to his minifiers to cul· 

tivate the prince's friendfl1ip; who mufi foon, faid he, have chief authority 
in F.ng1and, where the king and queen are held in fo little efiimation. Sec 

Dcf>. de la Kderie, vol. i. p. 402., 415. vol, ii. P• 16, 349• 

;b Coke's detec.l:ion, P• 37• 

I . 
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too violent a contempt for the king, on account of his c H A P. 
d d {ill . . d b h , XLVJI. pe antry an pu 1 an1m1ty; an y t at means ftruck ~ 

in with the refilefs and martial fpirit of the Engli!h na- 1612.. 

tion. Had he Jived, he had· probably promoted the glory, 

perhaps not the felicity, of his people. The unhappy 
prepofTeffion, which men commonly entertain in favour 
of ambition, courage, entcrprize, and other w:1rlike vir-
tues, engages generous natures, who alw·ays love fame, 

into fuch purfuits as deftroy th ir own peace, and that of 
the reil: of mankind. · 

VIOLENT reports were pr pagated, as if Henry had 
been carried ofF by poifon ; b!.lt the phyfc:ans, on open

ing his body, found no fymptoms to confirm fuch an 

opmwn c. The bold and criminal ma1ignity of men's 

tongues and pens fpared not even the king on the occa

fion. But that prince's character feems rather to have 

failed in the extreme of facility and humanity, than in 

that of cruelty and violence. His indulgence to Henry 
was great, and perhaps imprudent, by giving him a large 

and independent fettlement, even in fo early youth. 

THE marriage of the. princefs Elizabeth, with Fre-
1611

• 

cleric, Elector Palatine, was finilhed fome time after the 
death of the prince, and ferved to diffipate the grief, 

which arofe on that melancholy event. But this marri-
h 1 d . h . d r 11.· • Febr. r4. age, t ough ce ebrate Wlt great JOY an 1CniV1ty, prov- Marriage of 

ed itfelf an unhapp}' event to the kino- as well as to his th~ Princef:. 
' ' o' :E!Jzabeth 

fon-in-law, and had ill confcquences on the reputation with ~he 
. E 11.. Palat1ne. and fortunes of both. The •leB:or, trumng to fo great 

an alliance, engaged in enterprizcs beyond his firength : 

And the king, not being able to fuppcrt him in his di
firefs, loft entirely, in the end of his life, what remained 
of the affections and cfreem of his own fubjeCts. 

ExcEPT during feffions of parliament, the hifi:ory of 

this reign may more properly be called the hifi:ory of the 

c Ke.r.net, p. 69:>, C•1l:e, p. 37· \Velwood, p. 2.7<:. 

eo 1rt 
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C H A P. court than that of the nation. An intereiling object had~ 
XLVH. . 

'------v.--J for fome years, engaged the attention of the court : It 

R
. 161,1s· was a favourite, and one beloved by James with fo pro
lie ot O• 

merf:::. fufe and unlimited an dFection, as left no room for any 
rival or competitor. About the end of the year 1609, 
Robert Carre, a youth of twenty years of age; and of a 

good family in Scotland, arrived in London, after having 

paffed fome time in his travels. All his natural accom· 

plifhments confified in good looks: All his acquired abt
lities, in an eafy air and graceful demeanour. He had 

letters of recommendation to his countryman lord Hay; 

f111d that nobleman no fooner caft his eye upon him, than 

he difcovered talents fu.fficient to entitle him immediately 

to make a great figure in the government. Apprized of 
the king's paffion for youth, and beauty, and exterior 

appearance, he fiudied how matters might be fo managed 

that this new object fhould make the frrongefl: impreffion 

upon him. Without mentioning him at court, he affigncJ 

him the office, at a match of tilting, of prefenting to the 

king his buckler and device; and hoped that he would 

att~a.~;t tlw attention Qf the monarch. Fortune proved 

favourable to his defign, by an incident, which bore, at 
firfl:, a contrary afpeCl:. When Carre was advancing to 

execute his office, his unruly horfe flung him, and broke 

his leg in the king's prefence. James approached him 

with pity and concern : Love and affection arofe on the 

fight of his beauty and tender years; and the prince or

dered him immediately to be lodged in the palace, and to 
be carefully attended. He himfelf, after the tilting, paid 

him a vifit in his chamber, and frequently returned du· 

ring his confinement. The ignorance and fimplicity of 
the boy fi.nifheci the conquefr, begun by his exterior 

graces and accompli£hments. Other princes ha\ e been 

fond of chufing their favourites from amons the lower 

ranks of their (ubjects, and have repor':!d themfelves on 
them 
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d 1r n• CHAp· them with the more unreferved confidence an anet:non, XLVII. • 

becaufe the objeCt has been beholden to their bounty for~ 
every honour and acquifition: James was deftrous that 161 3• 

his favourite lhould alfo derive from him all his fenfe, ex-
perience, and knowledge. Highly conceited of his own 
wifdom, he pleafed himfelf with the fancy, that this raw 
youth, by his leffons and infrrutl:ions, . would, in a little 
time, be equal to his fagefl minifrers, and be initiated -
into all the profound myfreries of government, on which 

he fet fo high a value. And as this kind of ct:eation was 
more perfeCtly his own work than any other, he feems t? 
have indulged an unlimit~d fondnefs for his minion, be-
yond even that which he bore to his own children. He 

foon knighted him, created him Vifcount Ro::hefrer, 
gave him the garter, brought him into the privy-council, 
and, tho' at firfr without affigning him any particular of-
fice, befi:owed on him the fupreme dircClion of all his 
bufinefs and political concerns. Agreeable to this rapid 
advancement in confidence and honour, were the riches 
heaped upon the needy favourite; and while Salifbury 
and all the wifefr minifiers could fcarcely find expedients 
fufficient to keep in motion the overburthened machine of 
government, J ames, with unfparing hand, loaded with 
treafures this infignificant and ufeiefs pageant<~. 

IT is faid, that the king found his pupil fo ill educated; 
as to be ignorant even of the Ioweft rudiments of the La
tin tongue ; and that the monarch, laying afide the fcep-
re, took the birch into his royal hand, and infirutled 

him in the principles of grammar. - During the intervals 
of this noble occupation, affa:rs of Hate would be intro
duced; and the frripling, by the afcendant which he had 
acquired, was now enabled to repay in political vvhat he 
had received in grammatical infirudion. Su.ch fcenes, 

a 1d fuch incidents, are the more ridiculous, though the 

d Ken net, p, 68 5, 686, &c, 

VoL. VI. F lefs 
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c H A P. lefs odious, as the paffion of J ames fcems not to have con
XLVII ~ tained in it any thing criminal or Ragitious. Hiflory 

1 t1 13· charges herfelf wil:ingly with a relation of the great 

crimes, and fi:ill more with that of the great virtues of 

mankind ; but !he appears to fall from her dignity, when 

neceffitated to dwell on fuch frivolous events and igno-

ble perfonages. 
THE favourite was not, at firfr, fo intoxicated with ad

vancement, as not to be fenfible of his own ignorance and 

inexperience. He had recourfe to the affifrance and advice 

of a friend; and he was more fortunate in his choice, 

than is ufual with fuch pampered minions. In Sir Tho

mas Over bury he met with a judicious and fin cere coun

fellor, who, building all hopes of his own preferment on 

that of the young favourite, endeavoured to inflil into 

him the principles of prudence and di fcretion. By zeal

oufiy ferving every body, Carre was taught to abate the 

envy, which might attend his fudden elevation: By £hew

ing a preference for the Englilh, he learned to efcape the 

prejudices, which prevailed againft his country. And fo 

long as he was content to be ruled by Overbury's friendly 

counfels, he enjoyed, what is rare, the highcfl: favour of 
the prince, without being hated by the people. 

To complete the meafure of courtly happincfs, nought 

was wanting but a kind mifirefs; and, where high for• 

tune concurred with all the graces of youth and beauty, 

. this circumftance could not be difficult to attain. But it 
was here that the favourite met with that rock, on which 

all his fortunes were wrecked, and which plunged him 
for ever into an abyfs of infamy, guilt, and mifery. 

No fooner had James mounted the throne of England, 

than he remembered his friendfhip for the unfortunate 

families of Howard and Devereux, who had fuffered for 

their attachment to the caufe of Mary and to his own. 

Hav~ng reftored young Effex to his blood and dignity, 
and 



J A M E S I. 

~n-d conferred the titles of Suffolk and Northampton on CH A P. 
XLVII. 

two brothers of the houfe of Norfolk, he fought the far-~ 
ther pleafure of uniting thefe families by the marriage of 161!• 

the earl of Effex with lady Frances Howard, daughter 
of the earl of Suffolk. She was only thirteen, he four-
teen years of age; and it was thought proper, till both 
fhould attain the age of puberty, that he lhould go abroad; 
and pafs feme time in his travels e. He returned into 
England after four years abfence, and was pleafed to 
find his countefs in the fulllufi:re of beauty, and poffeffed 
of the love and admiration of the whole court. But~ 
when the earl approached, and claimed the privileges of 
a hufb1nd, he met with nothing but fyrnptoms of aver-
fion and difgufi:, and a flat refufal of any farther familiari-~ 
ties. He applied to her parents, who confrrained her to 
attend him into the country, and to partake of his bed ! 

But nothing could overcome her rigid fullennefs and ob-
fiinacy; and !he frill rofe from his fide, without having 

fhared the nuptial p!eafurcs. Difgufied with re-iterated 
denials, he at lafr gave over the purfuit, and teparating 
himfelf from her, thenceforth abandoned her conduct to 
her own will and difcretion. 

SucH coldnefs and aver!ion in lady Eflex, arofe not 
without an attachment to another object The favourite 
had opened his addre.ffes, and had been too fuccefsful in 
making impreffion on the tender heart of the young 
countefs f. She imagined, that, fo long as £he .refufed 
the embraces of Effex, lhe never could be deemed his 
wife, and that a feparation and divorce might frill open 
the way for a new marriage with her beloved Rochefl:er g• 

Though their paffion was fo violent, and their ·opportu
nities of intercourfe fo frequent, that they had already 
indulged themfelves in all the gratific2.tions of lo·,·e, they 
ftill lamented their unhappy fate, whib the unjon b~ .. 

c Kcnnet, p. 696. fIdem, p. 6S7. 

F 2 
g State Trials, \'Ol, i. p. :ut, 
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C H A P, tween them was not entire and indiffolublc. And the 
XLVll. . 

\....---..-....J lover, as well as his mifircfs, wa9 impattcnt, till their 

16 13· mutual ardour fhould be crowned by marri~ge. 
So momentous an affair could not be concluded with· 

out confulting Overbury, with whom Rochefier was ac

cufromed to !hare all his fecrets. While that faithful 

friend had confidered his patron's attachment to the 

countcfs of Efrex merely as an affair of gallantry, he had 

favoured its progrefs; and it was partly owing to the in

genious and paffionate letters which he ditl-ated, that 

Rochefier had met with fuch fuccefs in his ~ddreffcs. 

Like an experienced· courtier, he thought, that a con

quefi of this nature would throw a lufire on the young 

favourite, and would tend ftill farther to endear him to 

J ames, who was charmed to hear of the amours of his 

court, and lifiencd with attention to every tale of gal

lantry. But great was Overbury's alarm, when Rochef

ter mentioned his defign of marrying the Countefs; and 

he ufed every method to difiuade his friend from fo fooli£h 

an attempt. He reprefented, how invidious, how dif

ficult an enterprize to procure her a divorce from her 

hu!band : How dangerous, how :fhameful, to take into 

his own bed a profligate woman, who, being married to 

a young nobleman of the fir:ll: rank, had not fcrupled to 

profiitute her charaCter, and to be:ll:ow favours on the ob

jeCt of a capricious and momentary paffion. And, in the 

zeal of friendfhip, he went fo far as to threaten Roche:ll:er, 

that he would feparate himfelf for ever from him, if he 

could fo far forget his honour and his intereft as to pro· 

fecute the intended marriage h. 

, RocHESTER had the weaknefs to reveal this converfa-
tion to the Countefs of Effex; and when her rage and 

fury broke out again:ll: Overbury, he had alfo the weak
nefs to enter into her vindictive projeCts, and to fwear 

Jl State Trials) vol, i, P• 2.351 ~36. zs~. Frankl)n, p. 14. 

vengeance 
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vengeance againfi his friend, for the utmofl: inllance, c H A P. 

which he could receive, of his faithful friendihip. Some~ 
contrivance was neceff.:1ry for the execution of their pur- 1613· 

pofe. Rochefrer addre.ffed himfelf to the king; and after 
complaining, that his own indulgence to Overbury had 
begotten in him a degree of arrogance, which was extremely 
difagreeable, he procured a commiffion for his embaify tQ 
Ruffia; which he 1 eprefented as a retreat for his friend, 

both profitable and honourable. When confulted by 
Overbury, he earneltly difiuaded him from accepting this 
offer, and took on himfelf the office of fatisfyin.:; the king, 
if he lhould be any-wife difplea(cd with the refufal ;. To 
the king again, he aggravated the info1ence of Ove_r-
bury's conduB:, and obtained a warrant for committing Ap:il uft, 
him to the Tower, which James intended as~ flight puniih-
mcnt for his difobedicnce. The lieutenant of the Tower 

was a creature of Rochefrer's, and had lately been put 

into the office for this very purpofc; He confined Over-
bury fo firictly, that the unhappy prifoner wa d<. barred 
the fight even of his nearefr relations ; and no communi-
cation of any kind was allowed with him, during near fix 
months, which he lived in prifon. 

THIS obfbcle being removed, the lovers purfued their 
purpofe; and the king himfelf, forgetting the dignity of 

his character, and his friend1hip for the family of Effex, 
entered zealoufiy into the project of procuring the Coun ... 
tcfs a divorce from her hufband. Eifex alfo embraced 
the opportunity of feparating himfelf from a bad woman

1 
by whom he was hated; and he was willing to favour 
their fuccefs by any honourable expedient. The pre ... 
tencc for a divorce was his incap:.1clty to ful:l the con ... 
jugal duties; and he confeffed, that, with regarJ to the 

~ountcfs, he was confcious of fuch an infirmity, though 

~ s;~te Trials~ vol. i. p. 236, Z37J 8;c. 

F J. he 
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C H A P. he was not fenfible of it with regard to any other woman. 
XLVII. I . . . . f bft' '---v----" n her place too, It IS faid, a young vtrgtn was u l-

J.«ii3· tuted under a mafk, to undergo the legal infpeCl:ion by 
a jury of matrons. After fuch a trial, feconded by court

influence, and fupported by the ridiculous opinion of 

fafcination or witchcraft, the fentence of divorce was 
pronounced between the Earl of Effex and his Countefs k. 

And, to crown the fcene, the king, folicitous left the 

lady fhould lofe any rank by her new marriage, beftowed 

on his minion the title of Earl of Somerfet. 

Over bury 
poifoned. 
~6th Sept. 

NoTWITHSTANDING this {uccefs, the Countefs of 

Somerfet was not fatisfied, till fhe :£hould farther fatiate 

her revenge on Overbury; and fhe engaged her huiband, 

as well as her uncle, the Earl of Northampton, in the 

atrocious defign of ta~ing; him off fecretly by poifon. 

Fruitlefs attempts were re-iterated by weak poifons; but 

~t laH, they gave him one fo fudden and violent, that the 

fymptoms were apparent to every one, who approached 

him 1• His interment was hurried on with the greateft 

precipitation; and, though a frrong fufpicion immediately 

prevailed in the public, the full proof of the crime was 

not brought to light, till fome years after. 
THE fatal catafrrophe of Overbury encreafed or begot 

the fufpicion, that the prince of Wales had been carried 

off by poifon, given him by Somerfet. Men confidered 

not, that the contrary inference was much jufier. If 
Somerfet was fo great a novice in this detefiabl~ art that ' ' 
during tht:: courfe of five months, a man, who was his 

prifoner, and attended by none but his emiifaries, could 

not be difpatched but in fo bungling a manner; how 
could it be imagined, that a young prince, living in his 

own court, furrounded by his own friends and domefiics, 

k State Tria's, vol. i. p. 22.3, 21.4, &c. Franklyn's Annals, P• 2., 3, &c • 

. ~ennet~ p. ~93• State Triil!~1 vol. i. p. •33, z~~~ &c, 



J A M E S I. 71 

tould be expofed to Somerfet's attempts, and be taken c H A P. 

off by fo fubtile a poifon, if fuch a one exift, as could~ 
elude the fkill of the molt experienced phyficians ? I6r3. 

TH~ ab left m in ifrer that ] ames ever poffeffed, the Earl 
of Sali!bury, was dead m : Suffolk, a man of flender ca
pacity, had fucceeded him in his office: And it was 
now his tafk to fupply, from an exhaufted treafury, the 
profufion of J ames and of his young favourite. The title 
of baronet, invented by Salifbury, was fold; and two 
hundred patents of that fpecies of knighthood, were dif
pofed of for fo many thoufand pounds: Each rank of 
nobiiity had alfo its price affixed to it n: Privy feals were 
circulated to the amount of 2oo,ooo pounds: Beuevo
Jences were exacted to the amount of 52,000 pounds 0 : 

And fome monopolies of no great value, were erected. 
But all thefe expedients proved infufficient to fupply the 
king's neceffities; enn though he began to enter into 

fome fchemes for retrenching his expences P, However 
fmall the hopes of fuccefs, a new parliament mufi be fum

moned, and this dangerous expedient, for fuch it was 
now become, once more be put to trial, 

WHEN the commons were affembled, they difcovered I6r4• 

an extraordinary alarm, on account of the rumour, which 5th Ayril, 
A parlJa. 

was fpread abroad concerning undertakers 1. It was re- rnent, 

parted, that feveral perfons, attached to the king, had 

entered into a confederacy; and having laid a regular 
plan for the new elections, had diH:ributed their intereft 
all over England, and had undertaken to fecure a majo-
rity for the court. So ignorant were the commons, that 
they knew not this incident to be the firfr infallible fymp-
tom of any regular or efiabli!hed liberty. Had they been 
contc;nted to follow the maxims of their predecefiors 1 

m 14th of May, 16a. 11 Fr<Jnklyn, p. IJ, 33• a Idem, p. Io. 
P Idem, p. 49· q Parliam. Hii1. vol. v. p, :z.86. I).enn:t, p. 696, 

Jo~ll. I, April, ~d May, I6r4, &c. Franklyn, P• 48, 
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C H A P: who, as the earl of Sali!bury faid to the 1aft parliament, 

~never, but thrice in fix hundred years, refufed a fupply r; 

· ~6u.. they needed not dread, that the crown fh,m]d ever inte-

reft itfelf in their elections. Formerly, the kings even 

infifbd, that none of their ho~fehold fhould be elected 

members; and, though the charter was afterwards de

clared void, Henry V I. from his great favour to the city 

of York, conferred a peculiar privilege on its citizens, 

that they !hould be exempted from this trouble s. It is 

well known, that, in ancient times, a feat in the houfe 

being confidered as a b~rthen, attended neither with ho· 

nour nor profit, it was requifite for the counties and 

boroughs to pay fees to their reprefentatives. About this 

time, a feat began to be regarded as an honour, and the 

country-gentlemen contended for it; though the practice 

of levying wages for the parliament-_men was not alto

gether Jifcontinued. It was not till long after, when 

liberty was thoroughly efiablilhed, and popular affemblies 

entered into every branch of public bufinefs, that the 

members began to join profit to honour, and the crown 

found it neceffiuy to difi:ribute among them all the confi

dcrable offices or the kingdom .. 

So little !kill or fo fmall means had the courtiers, in 

James's reign, for managing elections, that this houfe of 

commons ihowed rather a {honger fpirit of liberty than 

the foregoing; and infread of entering upon the bufinefs 

of fupply, as urged by the king, who made them feveral 

liberal offers of grace r, they immediately refumed the 

r Journ. 17 Feb. 16og. It apprars, however, t'hat Salifbury was fame

what mi!laken in this fact: And if the kings wq;-e not oftener refufed fupi'lY 

~ by the parliament, it was only becaufe they would not often expofe them

fchres to the hazard of being refufed; But it is certain that Engliih parlia

m~nts did anciently carry their frugality to an extreme, and feldom could be 

prevailed upon to giv the necelfary fupport to government. 

s Coke's Inllitutes, part 4• chap. x. of ~harters of exemption. 

t Jourp. 11 April, 1614, 

f!lbjett, 
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f~bjecr, which had been opened lafl: parliament, and c H A P. 
d ·r d h. · j]_ ' f J · 11 XLVII. 11putc IS maJeny s power o evywg new cunoms '---v----' 
and impofitions, by the mere authority of his prero- 16x4. 

garive. It is remarkable, that, in their debates on this 
fubjecr, the courtiers frequently pleaded, as a precedent, 
the example of all the other hereditary monarchs in Eu- · 

rope, and particularly mentioned the kings of France and 

Spain; nor was this reafoning received by the houfe, ei-
ther with furprize or indignation u. The members of the 

oppofite party, either contented themfelves with denying 
the jufinefs of the inference, or they difputed the truth 
of the obfervation x. And a patriot member in particu-· 
lar, Sir Roger Owen, even in arguing againfi the impo-
fitions, frankly allowed, that the king of England was 
endowed with ~s ample a power and prerogative as any 

prince in Chrifiendom r. T'he nations on the continent, 
we may obferve, enjoyed frill, in that age, fome fmall 
remains of liberty; and the Englilh were poffeffed of 
little more. 

THE commons applied to the lords for a conference 
with regard tQ the new impofitions. A fpeech of Neile, 
bifhop of Lincoln, reflecting on the lower houfe, begat 
fome altercation with the peers z; anJ the king feized 

the opportunity of diffolving immediately, with great 

· indignation, a parliament, which had fhown fo firm a 6th JUne • 
.refolution of retrenching his prerogative, without com
municating, in return, the fmallefi: fupply to his necef-
fjties. He carried his refentment fo far as even to throw 
into prifon fome of the members, who had been the mofi: 
forward in their oppofition to his meafures a. In vain did 
he plead, in excufe for this violence, the example of Eli ... 
zabeth and other princes 9f the line of Tudor, as well as 
Plantagenet. The people and the pa~liament, withou; . 

u Journ, 21 May, 16t4. x Journ. 12, 21 May, 16r4, Y Journ. 
li April, 1614, z See note [IIJ at the end of the volume. 
• ~ ~eanet, P• 696. 
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C H A P. abandoning for ever all their liberties and privileges,. 

XLVIJ. Jd . {i . f h r. cl h . 
L.--v-..J cou acqutc ce m none o t ete prece ents, ow anc1ent 

.t6l4• and frequent foever. And were the authority of fuch 

precedents admitted, the utmofr, that could be inferred 

is, that the confl:itution of England was, at t~at time, 

an inconfiftent fabric, whofe jarring and difcordant parts 

mufi: foon deftroy each other, and from the diifolution of 

the old, beget fome new form of civil government, more 

uniform and confiflent. 

IN the public and avowed conduB: of the king and the 

houfe of commons, throughout this whole reign, there 

appear:> fufficient caufe of quarrel and mutual difguft; yet 

are we not to imagine, that this was the foie foundation 

of that jealoufy which prevailed between them. During 

debates in the houfe, it often happened, that a particular 

member, more ardent and zealous than the reft, would 

difplay the highefl: fentiments of liberty, which the corn .. 

mons contented themfelves to hear with filence and feem

ing approbation; and the king, informed of thefe ha· 

rangues, conc!uded the whole houfe to be infetl:ed with 

the fame principles, and to be engaged in a combination, 

againil: his prerogative. 'I'he king, on the other hand, 

though he valued himfelf extremely on his king-craft, and 

perhaps was not altogether incapable of diffimulation, 

{eems to have been very little endowed with the gift of 

fecrecy ; but openly, at his table, in all companies, in

culcated thofe monarchical tenets, which he had fo ihongly 

imbibed. Before a numerous audience, he had expreifed 

himfelf with great difparagement of the common law of 

England, and had given the preference, in the il:rongefl: 

terms, to the civil law: And for this indifcretion he found 

himfelf obliged to apologize, in a fpeech to the former 

parliament b, As a fpecimen of his ufual liberty of talk2 

we may mention a fl:ory, though it paifed fome time after4 

., K. Jame~'s "vVorks, p. 532~ 
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which we meet with in the life of V/aller, and which c H A P. 
XLV11. 

that poet ufed frequently to repeat. When Waller was~ 
young, he had the curiofity to go to court; and he fl:ood 101 4· 

in the circle, and faw J ames dine; where, among other 
company, there fat at table two bilhops, Neile and An-
drews. The king propofed aloud this quefrion, Whether 

he might not take his fubjetl:s money, when he needed 
it, without all this formality of parliament? Neile re-
plied, God forbid you Jhould not: For you are the breath of 
our nojlrils. Andrews declined anfwering, and faid, he 
was not !killed in parliamentary cafes: But upon the 
king's urging him, and faying he would admit of no eva-
fion, the bi!hop replied pleafantly: lf/hy then I think your 
majejly may lawfully take my brother Neile' s money : For he 
offers it c:. 

THE favourite had hitherto efcaped the enquiry of 
1615

• 

jufrice ; but he had not efcaped that frill voice, which Somerft:t's 

can make itfelf be heard amidfr all the hurry and Battery fiill. 
of a court, and afronifhes the criminal \<Vith a ju!l: repre
fentation of his mofr fecret enormities. Confcious of the 
murder of his friend, Somerfet received fmall confola-
tion from the enjoyments of love, or the utmofl: kind· 
nefs and indulgence of his fovcreign. The graces oP 

pis youth gradually difappeared, the gaiety of his man-
pers was obfcured, his politenefs and obliging behaviour 
yvere changed into fullennefs and filence. And the king~ 
whofe affeB:ions had been engaged by thefe fuperficial 
accomplifhments, began to efrrange himfelf from a man, 
who no longer contributed to his amufement. 

THE fagacious courtiers obferved the fidl fymptoms of 
this dif~~uft : Somerfet's enemies feized the opportunity, 
~nd offered a new minion to the king. George Villiers, 

~youth of one-and-twenty, younger brother of a good 

c Preface to Wailer's works, 
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c H A P. family, returned at this time from his travels, and was 
XLV If. 
~remarked for the advantages of a handfome perfon, gen-

1615. teel air, and falhionablc apparel. At a comedy, he was 

purpofely placed full in J amcs's eye, and immediately 

engaged 'the attention, and, in the fame infi:ant, the af

feCtions of that monarch d . Afhamed of his fudden at

tachment, the king endeavoured, but in vain, to conceal 

the partiality, which he felt for the handfome {hanger; 

and he employed all his profound politics to fix him in 

his fervice, without fceming to defire it. He declared his 

refolution not to confer any office on him, unl efs entreat

ed by the queen; and he pretended, that it fhould only 

be in complaifance to her choice, he would agree to admit 

him near his pcrfon. The queen was immediately ap

plied to; but lhe, well knowing the extreme, to which 

the king carried thcfe attachment~ , refufcd, at firfi:, to 

lend her countenance to this new paffion. It was not till 

entreated by Abbot, archbifuop of Canterbury, a decent 

prelate, and one much prejudiced againft Somerfet, that 

fhe would condefcend to oblige her hu!band, by afking 

this favour of him e. And the king, thinking now that 

all appearances were fully faved, no longer confhained 

his afFeCtion, but immediately beftowed the office of cup

bearer on young Villiers. 

THE whole court was thrown into parties between the 

two minions; while fome endeavoured to advance the 

rifing fortunes of Villiers, others deemed it fafer to ad

here to the efrablifhed credit of Somerfet. The king 

himfelf, divided between inclination and decorum, en

creafed the doubt and ambiguity of the courticrs; and 

the frcrn jealoufy of the old favourite, who refufed every 

advance of friend!hip from his rival, begat perpetual 

quarrels between their feveral partizans. But the difco· 

d Franklyn, p. 50. Kennet, vol. ii, p. 6g8, 

u!h, ·o , i, p. 4 5~'• 

-J: 
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very of Somerfet's guilt in the murder of Overbury, at c H A P. 

XLVII. lafr decided the controverfy, and expofed him to the ruin~ 
and infam~ which he fo well merited. t6 1S• 

AN apothecary's 'prentice, who had been employed in 
making up the poifons, having retired to Flulhing, began 
to talk very freely of the whole fecret; and ·rhe affair at 
lafi: came to the ears of Trumba], the king's envoy in the 
Low Countries. By his means, Sir Ralph Winwood, 
fecretary of ftate, was informed; and he immediately 
carried the intelligence to ] ames. The king, alarmed 
and afronilhed to find fuch enormous guilt in a man whom 
he had admitted into his bofom, fent for Sir Edward 
Coke, chief jufiice, and earneflly recommended to him 
the mofr rigorous and unbiaffed fcrutiny. This injunc
tion was executed with great indufrry and feverity : The 
whole labyrinth of guilt was carefu11y unravelled: The 
leffer criminals, Sir Jervis Elvis, lieutenant of the 'I'ower, 
Franklin, 'VefronJ Mrs. Turner, were firfi: tried and 
condemned : Somerfet and his countefs were afterwards 
found guilty: Northampton's death, a little before, had 
£-wed him from a ] ike fate. 

IT may not be ~nworthy of remark that Coke, in the 
trial of Mrs. Turner, told her, that lhe was guilty of 
the feven deadly fins: She was a whore, a bawd, a for
cerer, a witch, a papifr, a felon, and a murderer r. And 
what may more furprize us, Bacon, then attorney-gene
ral, took care to obferve, that poifoning was a popiili 
trick g. Such were the bigotted prejudices which pre
"ailed: Poifoning ,v.:'as not, of itfelf, fufficiently odious, 
if it were not reprefented as a branch of popery. Stowe 
tells us, that, when the king came to N ewcafrle, on his 
firfr entry into England, he gave liberty to all the prifo ... 
ners, except thofe who were confined for treafon, mur
der, and papi.Jlry. When one confiders thefe circum-

I 
f ~tate Trials, vol. i. P• zzo, t Ibid. vol. i, p. %41.• 

fiances, 
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C H A P. fiances, that furious bigotry Of the Catholics, which 
XLVII. k . h d r. . h 1 r. ~ brc e out m t e gunpow er comp1racy, appears t e e1s 

161 S• furprifing. 
ALL the accomplices in Overbury's murder received 

the punifhment due to their crime: But the king befiowed 

a pardon on the principals, Somerfet and the countefs. It 

mufl: be confeffed that J ames's fortitude had been highly lau

dable, had he perfi!led in his firft intention of configning 

over to fevere juftice all the criminals: But let us frill 

beware of blaming him too hadhly, if, on the approach 

of the fatal hour, he fcrupled to deliver into the hands of 

the executioner, perfons whom he had once favoured with 
his mofl: tender affections. To [often the rigour of their 

fate, after fome years' imprifonment, he refl:ored them to 

their liberty, and conferred on them a pe.Qfion, with 

which they retired, and langui!hed out old age in infa
my and obfcurity. Their guilty loves were turned into 

the m oil: deadly hatred ; and they paffed many years to
gether in the fame houfe, without any intercourfe or cor

refpondence with each other h. 

SEVERAL hifl:orians i, in relating thefe events, have 
infifled much on the diffimulation of J ames's behaviour~ 
when he delivered Somerfet into the hands of the chief 

j ufl:ice ; on the infolent menaces of that criminal ; on 

his peremptory refufal to frand a trial ; and on the ex• 
trerne anxiety of the king during the whole progrefs of 

this affair. Allowing all thefe circurnfrances to be true, 

of which fome are fufpicious, if not palpably falfe k, the 

great remains of tendernefs, which J ames frill felt for 
Somerfet, may, perhaps, be fufficient to account for them. 

That favourite was high-fpirited ; and refolute rather to 

peri{h than live under the infamy to which he was ex

pofed. Jarnes was fenfible, that the pardoning of fo great 

11 Kennet, p. 699• 

~~tide Coke, P• Il84• 

i Coke, Weldon, &c. k See Biog. Brit. 
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:l criminal, which was of itfelf invidious, would become C H A P. 

fiill more unpopular, if his obfiinate and ftubborn be ha-, XL ~l,I. 1 

viour on his triallhould augment the public hatred again!l: 1615. 

him 1
• At leafi, the unreferved confidence, in which the 

king had indulged his favourite for feveral years, might 
render Somerfet mafter of fo many fecrets, that it is im-
poffible, without farther light, to affign the particular 
reafon of that fuperiority, which, it is faid, he appeared 
fo much to affume. 

THE fall of Somerfet, and his banilhment from court, Rifeof 

opened the way for V illiers to mount up at at once to the Bhucki o~:-
am. 

full height of favour, of honours, and of riches. Had 
James's paffion been governed by common rules of pru
dence, the office of cup-bearer would have attached Vil
liers to his perfon, and might well have contented one of 
his age and family; nor would any one, who was not 
cynically auftere, have much cenfured the fingularity of 
the king's choice in his friends and favourites. But fuch 
advancement was far inferior to the fortune, which he 
intended for his minion. In the courfe of a few years, 
he created him Vifcount Villicrs, Earl, l\1arquis, and 
Duke of Buckingham, knight of the garter, mafier of 
the horfe, chief ju!l:ice in Eyre, warden of the cinque 
ports, mafier of the king's bench office, fteward of Wefi
minfier, conftable of Windfor, and lord high admiral of 
England m. His mother obtained the title of Countefs of 
Buckingham: His brother was created Vifcount Purbeck; 
and a numerous train of needy relations were a11 pulhed 
up into credit and authority. And thus the fond prince, 
while he meant to play the tutor to his favourite, and 
to train him up in the rules of prudence and politics, 
took an infallible method, by loading him with prema-

I Bacon, vol, iv. p. 617, 
YQl, i. p._Jo, 

m Franklyo, p. 30. Clareodon, 8vo edit. 
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c H A P. ture and exorbitant honours, to render him, for ever, 
XLVII. it. . . cl . r l , -v---J raw, precipttate, an 1n10 ent. 

'J6z6. A YOUNG minion to gratify with pleafure, a neceffitous 

family to fupply with riches, were enterprizes too great 

for the empty exchequer of J ames. In order to obtain a 

little money, the cautionary towns muff: be delivered up 
to the Dutch ; a meafure which has been feverely blamed 
by almofr all hifrorians ; and I may venture to affirm, 

that it has been cenfured much beyond its real weight 

and importance. 
WHEN queen Elizabeth advanced money for the [up-

port of the infant republic; befides the view of fecuring 
herfdf againfi: the power and ambition of Spain, fhe frill 
referved the profpetl: of re-imburfement; and lhe got 
-configned into her hands the three important fortreffes of 

Cautionary Flufhing, the Brille, and Rammekins, as pledges for the 
towns dell- I . ve

1
ed. money due to her. ndulgent to the neceffitous condi-

tion of the fi:ates, £he agreed that the debt £hould bear no 

interefr; and !he fti pulated, that if ever England !hould 

make a feparate peace with Spain, file fhould pay the 

troops, which garrifoned thofe fortrdfes ". 
AFTER the truce was concluded between Spain and 

the United Provinces, the States made an agreement with 
the king, that the debt, which then amounted to 8oo,ooo 
pounds, £hould be difcharged by yearly payments of · 
40,000 pounds; and as five years had elapfed, the debt 
was now reduced to 6oo,ooo pounds, and in fifteen years 

more, if the truce were renewed, it would be finally ex

tingui!hed 0 • But of this fum, 26,ooo pounds a-year 
were expended on the pay of the garrifons : The remain
der alone accrued to the king : And the States, weighing 

n Rymer, tom. xvi. p, 34'• Winwood, vo!, ii, p. 35Yo o Sir 

Dudley Carleton's letters J P• 1.7 1;8, 
· thefe 
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thcfe circumflances, thought, that they made J ames ' a C H A P. 
XLVII. 

very advantageous ofFer, when they expreffcd their v:ill-'----v--' 
ingnefs, on the furrender of the cautionary town .~, to pay 1616. 

him immediately 2 so,ooo pounds, and to incorporate 
the Englilh garrifons in their army. It occurrc..! alfo to 
the king, that even the payment of the 40,ooo pounds a-
}'ear was precarious, and depended on the accident that 
the truce fhould be renewed betNeen Spain an:I· the Re-
public: If war broke out, the maintenance of the garri-
fons lay upon England alone; a burthen very ufdefs and 
too heavy for the flender revenues of tbat ki·:gJom: That 
even during the truce, the Dutch, flraitcncd by other 

expences, were far from being regular in their payments ; 
and the garrifons were at prefent in danger of mutinyiag 
for want of fubfifi:ance: That the annual fum of q,ooo 
pounds, the whole faving on the Dutch payments, amount-
ed, in fifteen years, to no more than 2 I o,oco pounds; 
whereas 250,000 pounds were offered immediately, a larger 
[urn, and if money be computd at ten per cent, the current 

intercfr, more than double the fum to which Ensland 
was entitled P : That if J ames waited till the whole debt 
were difcharged, the troo2s, which compofed the garri-
fons, remained a burtheu upon him, and coulJ n -:, t be 
broken, · without receiving fome confideration for their 
pafr fervices : That the cautionary towns were only a 
temporary reflraint upon the Hollanders; and in the pre-
fent emergence, the conjunCtion of intt>refi: between Eng-
land and the republic was fo intimate as to render all 
other ties fuperfluous; and no reafonable me:1fures for 
mutual fupport would be wanting from the Dutch, even 

P An annuity of 14;ooo pounds durir.g fiftem y~ars, money being at IO 

per cent, is worth on computation only 1c,6, sou pounds; wber as the kiJJg 
rece1veC. 2 so,ooo: Yet the bargain was good for the Dutch, as well as the 
king; bec .. uf~ they were both of them fr.;eu from the maintenance of ulelefs 

garrifons. 

YoL. VI. G though 
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c H A P. though freed from the dependence of thefe garrifons. 
XLVII. . · 
~That the exchequer of the rcpubltc was at prefent very 

1616. low, infomuch that they found. difficulty, now that the 

aids of Fr<.ncc were withdravm, to maintain thcmfelves 

in that pofiure of defence, which was requifite during the 

truce with Spain: And that the S~aniards were per

petually infifiing with the king on the refl:itution of thefe 

towns, as ~)elonging to their crown; and no cordial al

liance could ever be made with that nation, while they 

remained in the hands of the Engli:fh q. Thefe reafons, 

together vvith his urg:ent wants, induced the king to ac

cept of Caron's offer; and he evacuated the cautionary 

towns, which held the States in a dc~rce of fubjeCl:ion, 
~h June. 

and which an ambitious and cnterprizing prince would 

1617. 
lfairs of 

Scotl.md. 

have regarded as his mofr valuable poffeffions. This 

is the date of the full liberty of the Dutch common• 

WC2.1th. 

\VH£t, the crown of England devolved on James, it 
might have been forefeen by the Sc.ottifu nation, that the 

independence of their kingdom, the objetl: for which 

their anceflors had {hed fo much blood, would now be 
loft; <md that, if both fiates per[evered in maintaining 

Jeparate laws and p:zrliaments, the weaker would more 

fenfibly feel the fubjcCl:ion, than if it had been totally fub

dued by force of arms. But thefe views did not generally 

occur. The glory of having given a fovereign to their 

powerful enemy, the advantages of prefent peace and tran

quillity, the riches acquired from the munificence of their 

mafier; thefe confiderations fecured their dutiful obedi- · 

ence to a prince, who daily gave fuch fenfible proofs of 

his friendfhip and partiality towards them. Never had 

the authority of any king, who refided among them, 

fl R utbworth, vol, i. p. l• 

1 been 
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been fo firmly efl:abJilhed as w.1s that of Jamcs, ~ ev~n c H A P. 

h br. d h d . 'fl_ • I d XLV.ti. w en a 1ent; an as t e a mmtn:ratwn 1a been hitherto~ 
conduB:ed with great on.:cr and tranquillity, there had 16•7· 

M.ly. 
happened no occurrence to draw thither our attention. 
But this fummer, the king wac:; rcfolved to pay a vifit to 

his native country, in order to renew his ancient friend- ' 
ihips and connexions, and to introduce that ch:mge of 
ecclefiafiical difcipline and government, on which he w.:-:s 
extremely intent. The three chief points of this kind, 
which James propofed to accompli!h by his journey to 
ScotlanJ, were the enlarging of epifcopal authoriry, the 
dbbliiliing of a few .ceremonies in public worLip, and 
the fixing of a fuperiority in the civil abo\'e t: e eccldia-
ftical juri fd i8.:ion. 

BuT it is an obfervation, fuggefieJ by all hiHory, :md 
by none more than by tha.t of James and his fuc~e!Ior, . 

that the religious fpirit, when it min6ies with faE!:ion, 
contains in it fomething fupcrnatur~l and unaccountable; 
and that, in its operations upon fociety, cfie ..... s corrcfpond 
lefs to t\eir known caufes than is founJ in any other 
circumfiance of government. A reflcecion, \vhich may, 

· at once, afFord a fource of blame againfr fuch fovcreigns 
as lightly innovate in fo dangerous an article, and of 
apology for fuch, as being engaged in ~n cn~erprize of 
that nature, are difappointcJ of tl...c cxpetled event, at~d 

fail in their undertakings. 
WHEN the Scottifh nation was f..rft feizcd with that 

zeal for reformation, which, though it caufed fuch dif
turbancc d tring the time, has proved fo falutary in the 
confequences; the preachers, affuming a character little 
inferior to the prophetic or apoHolic l, difJained all 
fubjcCl:ion to the fpirit 1al rulers of the church, by 
whom their innovations were puniilied and oppofed. 
The, revenues of the dignified clergy, no longer con fi-

G 2. dered 
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C H A P. fiJereJ as facred, were either appropriated by the prefcnt 
XLVH. fi~ n· r. • d b } f 1 b d ~.-J po e~1ors, or 1e1ze y t 1e more power u arons; an 

- 161;. what remained, a'ter mighty dilapidations, was, by aa of 
parli<!ment, anneced to the crown. The prelates, how
ever, and abbots, maintained their temporal j urifditl:ions 

~nd their feats in parliament; and though laymen were 
fomctimes endo,J?.d with ecclefiafiical titles, the church, 

notwithfianding its frequent protefiations to the con
trary, was fiill f1ppofed to be reprefented by thofe fpiri

tual lords, in de fiates of the kingdom. After many 
ftrugglcs, the ki1g, even before his acce:ffion to the throne 
of England, hal acquired fufficient influence over the 
Scotti{h clergy, :o extort from them an acknowledgment 
of the p3rliamertary j urifdietion of bifhops; though at
tciHled with many precautions, in order to fecure them
felves againH the fpiritual encroachm~nts of that order 0

• 

\Vhcn king of Ingland, he engaged them, though fiill 
with great re1ut1at:~ce on their part, to advance a frep 
farther, and to Jecei ve the bifhops as perpetual prefidents 
or moderators n their ecclefiaftical fynods; re-iterating 
their pruteftations againfr all fpiritual jurifditl:ion of the 

prelates, and ::tl controuling power over the prefbyters P. 

And bj' fuch gnd u<!l in:1ovations, the king flattered him

iclf, thJ.t he ilioJJd quietly introduce epifcopal &uthority: 

But as his t1nalfcopc was fully feen from the beginning, 
every 11ew adva1ce gave frefh occafion of difcont~nt, and 

aggravated, inf:ead of foftening, the abhorrence enter· 

tained againfl: tle prelacy. 
WHAT renched the king's aim more apparent, were 

the endea~'ours, which, at the fame time, he ufed to in
troduce into ~cotland fome of the ceremonies of the 
church of Entland: The reft, it was eafily forefecn, 

would foon folow. The fire of devetion., excited by 

P z6o6. 
novelty, 
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novelty, and inRamed by oppo!ition, hal fo po!fc£fed the C H A P • 
. d f h 8 .{h c h 1 . XLVH. mm s o t e cott1 re1ormers, t at a ntes and orna- '---v--.J 

ments, and even order of worlhip, Vlere difdainfully 1617· 

rejeCl:ed as ufelefs burthens; retarding tre imaginati,m in 
its rapturous edl:afies, and cramping tle operations of 

that divine fpirit, by which they fuppofrd themfelves to 

be animated. A mode of worlhip \~as efl:ablilhed, the 
mofi: naked and moft fimple imaginable i one that bor-
rowed nothing from the fenfes; but repo{~d itfelf entire! y 

on the contemplation of that divine Effe1ce, \vhich dif-
covers itfelf to the undedhnding only. This fpecies of 

devotion, fo worthy of the fupreme Beirg, but fo little 
fuitable to human frailty, was obferved t> occafion great 
difturbanccs in the breafr, and in many ·efpeCls to con-
found all rational principles of conduCl: and behaviour. 
T'he mind, firaining for thefe extraordinaryraptures, reach-
ing them by fhort glances, £inking agair under its own 
weaknefs, rcjetl:ing all exterior aid of pom) and ceremony, 
was fo occupied in this inward life, that i fled from every 
intercourfe of fociety, and from every rh~arful amufe-
ment, which could foften or humanize tre charaaer. It 
was obvious to all difcerning eyes, and lad not efcaped 

the king's, that, . by the prevalence o:· fanaticifm, a 
gloomy and fullen difpofition eftablilhed ifelf among the 
people; a fpirit, obfi:inate and dangerou;; independent 

and difordcrly; anim<.!ted equally with a contempt of au-

thority, and a hatred to every other m~de of religion, 

particularly to the catholic. In order b mellow thefe 
humours, J ames endeavoured to infufe a tnall tincture of 
ceremony into the national wor!hip, ard to introduce 
fuch rites as might, in fome degree, o<cupy the mind, 
and pleafe the fenfes, without departing t~o far ~rom that 
fimplicity, by which the reformation wcs difringuiihed, 
The finer arts too, though fiill rude in thefe northern 

G 3 kin~~doms, 
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c H 1\ P. kinr-doms, were employed to adorn the churches; and 
XLV,I. eo • • • 

L---.,r----' the bwr's chapel, In whtch an organ was erected, anti 

xE17. fomc pictures and fratues difplayed, was propofed as a 

model to the rcfl: of the nation. But muilc was grating 

to the prejudiced cars of the Scottilh clergy; fculpture 

and painting app(t:.ud in{huments of idolatry; the fur

piicc \V<lS a rag of po,,ery; an every motion or gefiure, 

prefci·ibcd by the liturgy, was a fiep towards that fpiri

tual Babylon, fo much the objeB: of their horror and aver

ficn. Every thing was demed impious, but their own 

myfiical comments on the Scriptures, which they idolized, 

and whofc eafiern proph~tic frylc they employed in every 

(:ommon occurrence. 

IT will not be nccdfary to give a particular account of 

th\:! ceremonies v~ hi eh the king was fo intent to efiablifh. 

Such infl:itutions, for a time, are efieemed either too di

vine to have proccL..lul from any other being than the 

fup ·erne Cre~tor oft 1~ un!\'erfc, or too diabolical to have 

been derived from any but a~ infernal demon. But no 

fooncr is the mode of the controverfy pafr, than they are 

univerfally d!iCovercd to be of fo little importance as 

fcarcc1y to be mentioned with decency amidfi the ordi

rni y courfe of hum:m tranfaB:ions. It fuffices here to re"! 

mark, that the rites in trod uccd by'] ames regarded the 

kncding at the f. cramcnt, private communion, private 

baptifm, confirmation of children, and the obfervance of 

Chriftmas and other fefiivals q. . The aCls, efrabli!hing 

thcfc c remonics, vvere afterwards known by the name of 

the articles of Perth, from the place where they were 

ratified by the affcmbly. 

A CONFORMITY of difcipline and wor!hip between the 

churches of ·England :..nd Scot!and, which was J ames's 

aim, he never could hope to cibbhih, but by firfi pro· 

~ Franklyn, p. 25. Spctfwood. 

curing 
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curing an acknowledgment to his own authority in all c H A P. 
r . . 1 r d h" Jd b XLVII. 1p1ntua cau1es; an not mg cou e more contrary '---..,r---J 

to the practice as well as principles of the preibyterian x617. 

clergy. The eccleli~frical courts polfefTed the po\ver of 
pronouncing excommunication; and that fentcncc, be-
fides the fpiritual confequences fuppofed to follow from 

it, was attended with immediate efFeCts of the mofr im-

portant nature. The pcrfon excommu!1ica cJ was {hun-

ned by every one as profane and impious; and his whole 

eflate, during his life-time, and all his moveables, for 

ever, were forfeited to the cro .. Nn. Nor were the previous 

fieps, rcquifite before pronouncing this fcntcnce, formal 

or regul.tr, in proportion to the weight of it. vVithout 
accuter, without fummons, without trial, :my ecclcfia-

fiical court, how:;vcr i .fcrior, fomctimes pretended, in ~ 
fummary manner, to denounce excommunic.tion, for 
any caufc, anJ againfr any pcrfon, even t! o· sh he lived 
not within th~ bounds of their jurifuici:ion r, A.nd, 

by this means, the whole tyranny of t'12 inquifition, 

though wi hout its order, \V~ls introduced into the king-
dom. 

BuT the clergy \Yere not content with t~12 unlimited 

jurifdietion, which they ·cxercifcd in ecclciiJftical m;t

tcrs: They affumed a cenforial power over every part of 

adminifhation ; and, in all their fermons, and even 

prayers, mingling politics with religion, they inculcated 
the mo!t feditious and moPe turbulent principles. Black, 

minifter of St. Andn.:ws, went fo f~r s, in a fcrmon, as 

to pronounce ~11 kings the devil's children; he gave the 

queen of Eng.land the appellation of atheif'r; he Lid, 

that tbe treachery of the king's heart was now fully dif

covered; and in his prayers for the queen he ufed thefe 

words ; !Pe mz!.fl pray for ber for the jJ)LitJ,z' s faAe, tzd we 

r Spotfwood, s I ss6. 
G4 l rflVC 
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C H A P. have no caufe: She will mver do us any good. \Vhen 

~ fummoned before the privy council, he refufed to anfwer 
1617. to a c:vil court for any t:1ing delivered from the pulpit, 

even t:10ugh the crime, of which he was accufed, was of 

a civil nature. The church adopted hi~ caufe. They 

raifed a [edition in Edinburgh r. The king, during fome 

time, was in the hands of the enraged populace; and it 

was not without courage, as well as dexterity, that he 

was able to extricate himfelf u. A few days after, ami· 

nifter, pre.1ching in the principal church of that capital, 

faid, that the king was poffeffed with a devil; and, that 

one dev11 being expelled, feven worfe had entered in his 
place x. To which ·he added, that the fubjeB:s might 

lawful] y rife, and take the fword out of his hand. 

Scarcely, even during the darkefl: night of papal fuper

il:ition, arc there found fuch infl:ances of prieftly encroach

ments, as the annals of Scotland prefent to us during that 

period. 

BY thefe extravagant firctches of power, and by the 

p::ttient conduCt: of J ames, the church began to lofe 

ground, even before the king's acceffion to the throne of 

England: But no fooner had that event taken place, 

than he made the Scotti{h clergy fenfible, that he was 

become the fovereign of a great kingdom, which he go
verned with great authority. 'I'hough formerly he wuuld 

have thought .himfelf happy to have made a fair partition 

with them of the civil and ecclefiaftical authority, he was 

now rcfolved to exert a fupreme jurifdiction in church as 

well as il:ate, and to put an end to their feditious prac

tices. An a:ffcmbly bad been fummoned at Aberdeen Y; 

but, on account of his journey to London, he prorogued 

it to the year following. Some of the clergy, difavow-

t J7 Dec. J 396• 
Y jUly ltOfo 

u Spotfwood. X Ibid. 

ing 
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ing his ecclefiafl:ical fuprcmacy, met at the time firfr C H A P. 
. d . hn d" h. 1 .b. . H XLVH. appotnte , notw1t nan mg IS pro 11 1t10n. e threw~ 

them into prifon. Such of them as fubmitted, and ac- 1617• 

knowledged their error, were pardoned. The refi: were 

brought to their trial. They were condemned for high 
treafon. The king gave them their lives ; but banilh-
ed them the kingdom. Six of them fuffered this pe-
nalty z_ 

THE general afrembly was aftenvards induced a to ac
knowledge the king's authority in fummoning ecclefiafti
cal courts, and to fubmit to the j urifdiction and vifitation 
of the bilhops. Even their favourite fentence of excom
munication was declared invalid, unlefs confirmed by the 
ordinary. The king recommended to the inferior courts 
the members whom they fhould elect to this affembly; 
and every thing was conducted in it with little appearance 
of choice and liberty b. 

BY his own prerogative likewife, which he f~ems tp 

have frretched on this occafion, the king erected a court 
of high commiffion c, in imit:ation of that which was 
efrabliihcd in England. The biihops and a few of the 

clergy, who had been fummbned, willingly acknowledg
ed this court; and it proceeded immediately upon bufi

nefs, as if its authority had been grounded on the full 
confent of the whole legiflature. 

BuT J a.11es rcferved the final blow for the time when 
. ·r. S JjthJune. he ihould h1mfelf pay a Vlllt to cotland. He propoLJ to 

the parliament, which was then affembled, that they 
fhould enact, that, " whatever his majelly fhould deter-
" mine in the extern:1l govc1 nment of the church, with 
" the confent of the archbiihops, bilhops, and a compe-
'' tent number of the minif1ry, lhould have the force of 

z Spotfwood. a 6th June. 1610. b Spotf wood, 
' 15th Fcb, 161o. 

" law. 
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c H A P." law d." What number fuould be deemed competent 
XLVII. . . . . 

"-..r--1 was not determmed: And the1r nommattan was left cn-
1617· tirely to the king : So that his ecclefiafric l autl1 rity, 

had this bill pafied, would have been eH .. blifheo in its 
full cxt-!nt. Some of the clergy protcfced. They appre
hended, they faid, that the purity of their church would, 
by means of this new authority, be polluted with all the 
rites and liturgy of the church of Englc.nd. Jam s, 
dreading clamour and oppofition, dropped the bdl, which 

had already paffed the lords of articles; and afferted, that 

the inherent prerogative of the crovvn contained more 

1:oth July. power than was reco2;nizcd by it. Some time after, he 
called, at St. Andrews, a meeting of the bilhops and 
thirty-fix of the m oft eminent clergy. He there declared 

his refolution of exerting his prerogative, and of db
bli£hing, by his own authority, the few ceremonies, 
which he had recommended to them. They entreated 
him rather to fummon a general affembly, and to gain 
their afient. An aifembly was accordingly fummoned to 

meet on the 25th of November enfuing. 

YET this affembly, which met after the king's depar

ture from Scotland, eluded all his applications; and it 
was not till the fubfequent year, that he was able to pro

cure a vote for receiving his ceremonies. And through 

every fiep in this affair, in the parliament as well as in all 

the general affem blies, the nation betrayed the utmo£1: re
I uB:ance to all thefc innovations; and nothing but J ames's 
importunity and authority had extorted a feeming con

fcnt, which was belied by the inward fentiments of all 
ranks of people. Even the few, over whom religious 
prejudices were not prevalent, thought national honour 
facrificed by a fervile imitation of the modes of wodhip 

d Spotfwood, Franklyr., p. z9. 

pra8.ifed 
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praCl:ifed in England. And every prudent man agreed in c H A P. 
d · h r r h . XLVII. con emnmg t e mea1ures 01 t e kmg, who, by an ill- '--..r---l 

timed zeal for infignificant ceremonies, had betrayed, 1617. 

though in an oppofite manner, equal narrownefs of mind 

with the perfons, whom he treated with fuch contempt· 
It was judged, that, had not thefe Jangerous humours 

been irritated by oppofition ; had they been allowed 

peaceably to evaporate; they would at Jafl: have fubfided 
within the limits of law and civil authority. And that, 
as all fanatical religions naturally circumfcribe to very 
narrow bounds the numbers and riches of the ecclcfia-
fiics ; no foon~r is their firfl: fire fpent, than they lofe 
their credit over the people, and leave them under the 
natural and beneficent influence of their civil and moral 
obligations • 

. AT the fame time that James fhocked, in fo violent a 
manner, the religious principles of his. Scottilh fuhjeCts, 
he aCl:ed in oppofition to tho!e of his EnG,litb. He had 
obferved, in his progrefs through Eng!and, that a j uda
ical obfervance of the Sunday, chiefly by means of the 
puritans, was every day gaining gr.cund throughout the 
kingdom, and that the people, under colour of religion, 
were, contrary to former practice, debarred fuch fports 

and recreations as contributed both to thei'r healt:l and 

their amufement r. Fefii\·als, which, in other nations 

and ages, are partly dedicated to public worfhip, plrtly 
to mirth and fociety, were here to~ally appropriated to the 
offices of religion, and ferved to nouriili thofe fullcn and 
gloomy contemplations, to which the people were, of 
themfclves, fo unfortunately fubjeB:. 'I'he king imagin
ed, that i t would be cafy to infufe chearfulnefs into this 

dark fpirit of devotion. He iifued a proclan.ation to 

~Jlow and encourage, after divine fervice, all kinds of 

f Kennet, p. 709, 

lawful 
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c H A P. lawful games and exercifes; and, by his authority, he 
XLVIf. d d . r. .n.· n.· h" h h" 
~en eavoure to g1ve 1al1l.:.LlOn to a pral.:.llCe, w IC iS 

l6J7. fubjeB:s regarded as the utmofl: infiance of profanenefs 

and impiety g. 

g Franklyn, p. 3 T. To fhow how rigid the Englilb, chiefly the puritans, 

were become in this particular, a bill was introduced into the houfe of com

mons, in the 18th of the king, for the more firict obfervance of the Sunday, 

which they afFeCted to call the Sabbath. One Shepherd oppofed this bill, 

objected to the appellation of Sabbath as puritanical, defended dancing by 

th.e example of David, and feems even to have juftified fport~ on that day. 

For this profanenefs he '\Vas expelled the houfe, by the fuggefiion of Mr. 

Pym. The houfe of Lords oppofe.d fo far this puritanical fpirit of the com

mons, that they propofed, that the appellation of Sabbath fhould be changed 

into that of the Lord'5 Day. Journ. 15, x6 Ft:b. x62o. 28 May 1621. In 
Shepherd's fentence, his offence is [aid by the houfe to be great, exorbitant , 

unparalleled. 
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C H A P. XLVIII. 

Sir Wafter Raleigh's expedition--His executio11,--· 

InfurreElions in Bobemia--Lofs of the Palati

nate--Negotiations with Spain-A parlia-

ment--Parties--Fall of Bacon--Rupture 

between the king and the commons--Proteflation 
of the commons. 

9-. 

AT the time when Sir Waiter Raleigh was fidl: con-C H A P. 
. XLVIII. fined in the Tower, his vwlent and haughty tern-....___,_~ 

per had rendered him the mofl: unpopular man in England; s· 1w618
1 

• 
1r a rer and his condemnation was chiefly owing to that public Ralei~h's 

odium, under which he laboured. During the thirteen expedition. 

years imprifonment which he fuffered, the fentiments of 
the nation were much changed with regard to him. Men 
had leifure to reReCl: on the hard!hip, not to fay injufl:ice, 

of his fentence; they pitied his active and enterprizing 
fpirit, which languifhed in the rigours of confinement; 
they were {truck with the extenfive genius of the man, 
who, being educated amidfi naval and military enter-
prizes, had furpaffcd in the purfuits of literature even 
thofe of the mofl: reclufe and fedentary lives ; and they 
admired his unbroken maenanimity, which, at his age 
and under hi3 circumfiances, could engage him to un-

dertake and execute fo great a work as his Hiftory of the 
World. To encreafe thefe favourable difpofitions, on 
which he built the hopes of recovering his liberty, he 
fpread the report of a golden mine, which he h;1d difco-
vered in Guiana, and which was fuffi.cient, according to 
his reprefentc:.tion, not only to enrich all the ad renturers, 
but to afford immcnfc treafu:cs to the nation. The king 

gave 
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c f A P. gave little credit to thefe mighty promifes; both becaufe 
XLVIII. . . 
~he believed, that no fuch mtne as the one defcnbed was 

J5x8. any-where in nature, and becaufe he confidered Raleigh 

as a man of defperate fortunes, whofe bufinefs it was, by 

any means, to procure his freedom, and to reinfiate him

fclf in credit and authority. Thinking, however, that 

he h~!d already undergone fufficient punifhmcnt, he re· 

leafed him from the Tower; and when his vaunts of the 

golden mine had induced multitudes to engage with him, 

the king gave them permiffion to try the adventure, and, 

at their defire, he conferred on Raleigh authority over his 
fe11ow-adventurers. Though firongly folicited, he {till 

refufed to grant him a pardon, which fecmed a natural 

confequence, when he was intrufl:ed with power and 
command. But J ames declared himfelf fiill diffident of 

Raleigh,s intentions ; and he meant, he faid, to referve 

the former fentence, as a check upon his future be· 

haviour. 
RALEIGH well knew, that it was far from the king's 

purpofe to invade any of the Spani£h fettlements: He 
therefore firmly denied that Spain had planted any colo

nies on that part of the coafi: where his mine Jay. When 

Gondomar, the amba£fador of that nation, alarmed at his 

preparations, carried complaints to the king, Raleigh 

frill protefl:ed the innocence of his intentions : And J ames 

affured Gondomar, that he dudl not form any hofl:ile 

attempt, but fhould pay with his head for fo audacious 

an enterprize. The minifter, however, concluding, that 

twelve armed veffels were not fitted out without fome 

purpofe of invafion, conveyed the intelligence to the 

court of Madrid, who immediately gave orders for arm• 

ing and fortifying all their fettlements, particularly thofe 

along the coaft of Guiana. 
'VHEN the courage and avarice of the Spaniards and 

Portuguefe had difcovered fo many new worlds, they 
were 
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were refolved to 1hew themfelves fuperior to the barbarous cx~v·~t· 
heathens whom they invaded, not only in arts and arms, "-v----1 
but alfo in the jufiice of the quarrel : They applied to, 161 • 

Alexander VI. who then filled the papal chair; and he 
generoufly bc!l:owed on the Spaniards the whole wcficrn, 
and on the Portuguefe the whole eafl:ern part of the globe. 
The more fcrupulous protefl:ants, who acknmvlcdged not 
the authority of the Roman pontiff, efiablifned the fidl: 
difcovery as the foundation of t!Jeir title ; and if a pirate 
or [ea-adventurer of their nation had but erecr~d a frick 
or fione on the coaft, as a memorial of his taking poffef-
fion, they concluded the \Vhole continent to belong to 
them> and thought themfelves intitled to expel or exter-
minate, as ufurpers, the ancient poffeffors and inhabitants. 
It was in this manner that Sir VI alter Ralcigb, about 
twenty-three years before, had acquired to the crown of 
England a claim to the continent of Guiana, a region as 
large as the half of Europe; and though he had imme-
diately left the coafi, yet he pretended that the Englilh 
title to the whole remained certain and indefeazable. 
But it had happened in the mean time, that the Spani-
ards, not knowing or not acknowledging this imaginary 
claim, had taken poifeffion of a part of Guiana, had 
formed a fett ement ori the river Oronooko, had built a 
little town called St. Thomas, and were there \Yorking 
fomc mines of fma11 value. 

To this place Ra1eigh directly bent his courfe; and, 
remaining himfelf at the mouth of the river with five of 
the 1argcfi lhips, he fent up the refi to St. Thomas, under 
the command of his fon, and of captain Keymis, a per-
fon entirely devoted to him. The Spaniards, who had 
expected this invafion, fired on the Englilh at their land
ing, were repulfed, ami purfued into the town. Young 
Raleigh, to encourage his men, called out, That this 'Was 

the true mi;u, and mne lut fools /tH;ked for any other; and 

~dvanci!lg-

, 
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C H A P. advan~ing upon the Spaniards, received a !hot, of which 
Xt.VIII. ~he immediately expired. This difmayed not Keymis and 

16IS. the others. They carried on the attack; got poffeffion 

of the town, which they afterwards reduced to allies; 

and found not in it any thing of value. 
RALEIGH did not pretend, that he had himfelf feen 

the mine, which he had engaged fo many people to go in 

quell: of: It w:.s Keymis, he faid, who had formerly dif· 

covered it, and had brought him that lump of ore, which 

promifed fuch immenfe trcafures. Yet Kcymis, who 
owned that he was within two hours' march of the place, 

rcfufed, on the mofr abfurd pretences, to take any ef

feCtual frcp towards finding it; and he returned imme

diately to Raleigh, with the melancholy news 'of his [on's 

death, and the ill fuccefs of the enterprize. Senfible 

to reproach, and dreading puni!hment for his behaviour, 

K.eymis, in defpair, retired into his cabin, and put an end 

to his own life. 
THE other adventurers now concluded, that they were 

deceived by Raleigh; that he never had known of any 
fuch mine as he pretended to go in fearch of; that his 

intention had ever been to plunder 'St. Thomas; and 
having encouraged his company by the fpoils of that 

· place, to have thence proceeded to the invafion of the 
other Spanifu fettlements; that he expetl:ed to repair his 

ruined fortunes by fuch daring enterprizes ; and that he 

trufred to the money he £hould acquire, for making his 

peace with England ; or if that view failed him, that he 
purpofed to retire into fome other country, where his 

riches would fecure his retreat. 
THE fmall acquifitions, gained by the fack of St. 

Thomas, difcouraged Raleigh's companions from enter• 

ing into thefe views; though there were many circum· 

fiances in the treaty and late tranfaetions, between the 
nations, 
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liations, which might invite them to engage in fuch a pi-C. T--J A P, 

- . I . fl_ h s . d XL VIII. rat1ca war agatn1r t c pantar s. . '---...---J 

WHEN England m~dc peace with Spafn, the example 16;3. 

df Henry IV. was imit~1:cd, who, at the treaty of Ver-
vins, finding a difficulty in adjufiing ail quef1ions with 
regard to the Indian trade, had agreed to pJfs over that 
article in total filence. The Spaniards, having, ail along, 
publilhed fevere edicts againfi: the intercourfe of any Eu-
ropean nation with their colonies, interpreted this filence 
in their own favour, and con£ider~d it as a tacit acqui-

efcence of England in the efi-abli£hed laws of Spain. 

The Engliih, on the con~rary, prctcnd~d, th:1t, :1s they 
had never been excluded by any trc,ay from commerce 
witn any part of the king of Sraia's domir;ions, it was 
fiill as lawful for them to tr a 'e with his fettlements in 
either Indies, as with his European territories. In con- · 
fequence of this ambiguity, many adventurers from Eng-
land failed to the Spanif1 Indies, a:1d met with fc\'e:e 

puniffiment, when caught; as they, on the othe! hand, 
often fi:ole, and, when fuperior in power, fo<ced a trade 

with the inhabitants, and rdifi-ed, nay fometimes piut!-

dered, the Spani!h govrrnors. V iolenccs of this n~:ture, 
which had been carried to a great height on both fiJcs, 
it was agreed to bury in total oblivion ; bccnufe of the 
difficulty, which was found, in remedying them, upon 
any fixed principles. 

BuT as there appeared a great difference between pri
vate adventurers in fir.gle ihirs, and a fleet acting under 
a royal commiffion; Raleibh's companions thought it 
fafeJl: to return immediately to England, and carry him 
along with them to anfwer for his conduct. It appears, 
that he employed many arti.h ·cs, firfi: to engage them to 
attack the Spanilh fettlcments, and, failing of that, to 
make his efcape into France: But, all thefc proving un
fuccefsful, he was delivered into the king's hand , and 

VoL. VI. H ftrietly 
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c H A P. :G:raly examined, as well as his fellow-adventurers, be-
XLVIII. r '] • 
~foe the privy-council. fhe counc1, upon enqUiry, 

x618. fomd no difficulty in pronouncing, that the former fuf .. 

pi:ions, with regard to Raleigh's intentions, had been 

wll grounded; that he had abufed the king in the repre

feltations which he had made of his projected adventure; 
tht, contrary to his infhuCl:ions, he had aCl:ed in an 

ofenfive and hofiile manner againfi his majefry's allies; 

a1d that he had wilfully burned and defiroyed a town be

lmging to the king of Spain. He might have been 

tied, either by common law for this aB: of violence and 

pracy, or by martial law for breach of orders: But it 
vas an efrablifhed principle among lawyers g' that, as he 

l.y under an aCl:ual attainder for high-treafon, he could 

rot be brought to a new trial for any other crime. To 

JLtisfy, therefore, the court of Spain, which raifed the 
hudcfr complaints againfi him, the king made ufe of that 

1ower which he had purpofely referved in his own hands, 

;nd figned the warrant for his execution upon his former 

entence h. 

RALEIGH, finding his fate inevitable, colletl:ed all his 

:ourage: And though he had formerly made ufe of many 
nean artifices, fuch as feigning madnefs, ficknefs, and a 
variety of difcafes, in order to protract his examination, 

and procure his efcape; he now refolved to aCl: his part 

with bravery and rcfolution. 'Tis ajharp remedy, he faid, 

but a Jure one for all ills; when he felt the edge of the ax, 
by which he was to be beheaded i. His harangue to the 

people was calm and eloquent; and he endeavoured to 
revenge himfelf, and to load his enemies with the public 

hatred, by fhong affeverations of faCl:s, which, to fay the 

leafr, may be cfie:med very doubtful k. With the utmofi: 

g See this matter di(·;nfi~d in Bacon's letters, publiihed by Dr. Birch, 

p. 181, h See note (I] at the end of the volume. i Franldyn p. 32• 

k He afierted in the moft folemn manner, th.lt hro had no wife contributed 

to Eifex's death : But the laft letter in Murden's colle8ion <ontains the 

fuongefl: proof of the contrary. 
indifference, 
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indifference, he laid his head upon the block, and re- c H A P. 

ceived the fatal blow. And in his death, there appea·ed ~ 
the fame great, but ill-regulated mind, which, durno- 1618. 

h . 1' t: h d cl' r 1 d . r. lf . ll h' d n. b zs;th oeob. IS ae, a 11p aye 1t1e tn a IS con U~L and Je- Ra!eir h's 

haviour. execu.if.n, 

No meafure of J ames's reign was attended with nDre 
public diifatisfaB:ion than the puniihment of Sir Wa:ter 
Raleigh. To execute a fentence, which was origimlly 
fo hard, which had been fo long fufpended, and \vh eh 
feemed to have been tacitly pardoned by conferring on 

him a new trufi: and commiffion, was deemed an infla.nce 
of cruelty and inj uftice. To facrifice, to a cor.ce2!cd 

enemy of England, the life of the only man in the na

tion, who had a high reputation for valour and mil!ttry 
experience, was regarded as meannefs and indifcretim : 
And the intimate connections, which the ki.ng v,ras mw 

entering into with Spain, being univcrfally difi:afrefu]~ 
rendered this proof of his complaifance Hill more im'i
dious and unpopular. 

J AMES had entertained an opinion, which was pe<u
liar to himfelf, and which had been adopted by no-'l.e of 
his predeceffors, that any alliance, below that of a gr~at 
king, was unworthy of a prince of \Vales; and he nerer 

would allow any princefs but a daughter of Fr~ncc or 
Spain, to be mentioned as a match for his fon 1• 'I'1is 

infiance of pride, which really implies meannefs, as ifhe 
could receive honour· from any alliance, was fo \\>ell, 

known, that Spain had founded on it the hopes of go

verning, in the mofl: important tranfatl:iom, this rro
narch, fo little celebrated for politics or prudence. Dar

ing the life of Henry, the king of Spain h, d dropred 
fomc hints.of befi:owing on that prince his eldcfr daught::r, 

whom he afterwards difpofed of in marriage to the young 
king of France, Lewis XIII. At that time, the vi ws of · 

1 Kennet, p. 703. 748. 

H 2. 1he 
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c H A P the Spaniards were to engage James into a neutrality with 
XLVIlf. ...., 

'---v--- regard to the fucceffion of Cleves, which was difputed 
161 8. between the protefiant and popilh line m : But the bait 

did not then take; and James, in confequence of his 

alliance with the Dutch, and with Henry IV. of France, 

marched n 4000 men, under the command of Sir Edward 

Cccil, who joined thcfe two powers, and put the mar

quis of Brandenburgh and the Palatine of N ewbourg, in 

poffeffion of that duchy. 

G ONDO.l\1AR was, at this time, the Spanilh ambaffador 

in England ; a man whofe flattery was the more artful, 

becaufe covered with the appear~mce of franknefs and 

fi11cerity; whofc politics were the more dangerous, be

cau[e difguifed under the mafque of mirth and pleafantry. 

Be now made offer of the fccond daughter of Spain to 

prince Charles ; and, that he might render the tempta

tion irrefifiible to the necdfitous monarch, he gave hopes 

of ar! immenfe fortune, which {hou1d attend the prin

ccfs. The court of Spain, though determined to contraCt 

no alliance with a heretic o, entered into negociations 

with J am;:s, which they artfully protracted, and, amidf!: 

every dirappointmcnt, they fi:ill redoubled his hopes of 

fuccefs r. The tranfaB:ions in Germany, fo important to 

the Aufirian grcatncfs, became every day a new motive 

for this duplicity of conduct. 

I~furr.er.B IN that great revolution of manners, which happened 
trons lli o-
hemid. during the . fixteenth and the feventeenth centuries, the 

only nations, who had the honourable, though often 

melancholy advantage, of making an effort for their ex

piring privileges, were fuch as, together with the prin

ciples of civil liberty, were animated with a zeal for reli

gious parties and opinions. Befidcs the irrefifijble force 

of fianding armies, the European princes poffdfcd this 

m Ruihworth, vol. i. p. :z. n x6xo, o La lloderie, vol. ii. 
p. 30. P Franklyn., p. 71, 

advantage, 
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advantage, that they were defcended from the ancient C H A P. 
I t: ·r· h h . d h . XLVIII. roya 1am1 1es; t Jt t ey contmue t e fame appellations '--v--J 

of magifhates, the fame appearance of civil government; 16r8, 

and reftraining themfelves by all the forms of legal ad
minifrration, could infenfibly impofc the yoke on their 

unguarded fubjeCls. Even the German nations, who 
formerly broke th~ Roman chains, and rdl:ored liberty to 

mankind, now loft their own liberty, and f:1w with grief 

the abfolute authority of their princes firmly efrablifhed 
among them. In their circumfrances, nothing but a 
pious zeal, which difregards all motives of human pru-

dence, could have made them entertain hopes of pre-
ferving any longer thofe privileges, which their ancefiors, 
through fo many ages, had tranfmittcd to them, 

As the houfe of Aufrria, throughout all her cxtc:lfi·.'e 

dominions, had ever made religion the pretence for her 
ufurpations, fhe now met with refifl:ance from a 1 ike 

principle; and t~1e catholic religion, as ufual, had ranged 
itfelf on the fide of monarchy ; the prote!bnt, on that 
of liberty. The frates of Bohemia, having taken arms 

againfr the emperor Matthias, continued their revolt 

again!l: his fucceffor Ferdinand, and cbirr.ed the obferv

ance of all the ediets enaCl:ed i11 favour of the new reli

gion, together with the re!loration of their aneicnt laws 
and con!litution. The neighbouring principalities, Si
]efia, Moravia, Lufatia, Aufiria, even the kingdom of 

Hung:1ry, took part in the quarrel; and throughout all 

thefe populous and martial provinces, the fpirit of difcord 
and civil war had univerfally diffufed itfelfq, 

FERDINAND H. who poffeffed more vigour and greater 1619• 

abilities, though not more lenity and moderation, th:>J! are 
ufual with the Au!lrian princes, frrongly armeJ himfelf 
for the recovery of his authority; and bef:des employing 

q Ruihworth, vol. i. P• 71 g, 

H3 tl e 
/ 
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c H A P. the alliflance of his fubjeCl:s, who profdTed the ancient reli

~~~gion, he engaged on his fide a powerful alliance of the 

16%9. , neighbouring potentates. All the catholic princes of 
the empire had embraced his defence; even Saxony, the 

mofl: powerful of the proteftant : Poland had declared 

i~felf in his favour; rand, above all, the Spani{h monarch, 

deeming his own interefi clofely conneCl:ed with that of 

the younger branch of his family, prepared powerful 

fuccours from Italy, and~ from the Low-Countries; and 

}'e alfo advanced large fums for the fupport of Ferdinand 

and of the catholic rei igion. 
TnE frates of Bohemia, alarmed at thefe mighty pre

parations, began alfo to folicit foreign affifrance; and, 

together with that fupport, which they obtained from the 

evangelical union in Germany, they endeavoured to efra .. 

bliih connexions with greater princes. They cafl: their 

eyes on Frederic, eleCtor Palatine. They confidered, that, 

befides commanding no defpicable force of his own, he 

was fon .. in-law to the king of Engbnd, and nephew to 

prince l\1aurice, whofc authority was become almofl: ab ... 

folute in the U nitcd Provinces. They hoped, that thefe 

princes, moved by the connexions of blood, as well as 
by the tie of their common religion, would interefr them

fclves in all the fortunes of Frederic, and would promote 

his greatnefs. They therefore made him a tender of 

their crown, which they confidcred as cleCl:ive; and the 

young Palatine, fiimulated by ambition, without confult· 

ing either James s or Maurice, whofe oppofition he fore

faw, immediate! y accepted the offer, ~nd marched all his 

forces into Bohemia, in fupport of his new fubjeCl:s. 

THE news of thefe events no fooner reached England, 

than the whole kingdom \vas on fire to engage in the quar

rel. Scarcely was the ardour greater, with which ml the 

s Franklyn, P• 49• 
ftate~ 
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fl:atcs of Europe, in former ages, flew to refcue the holy C H A P. 

1 f h cl • . . fi XL Vlll. 
and rom t e omm10n of m dels. The nation was, '--v---J 

as yet, fincerely attached to the blood of their monarchs, 1619· 

and they confidered their connexion with the Palatine, 

who had married a daughter of England, as very clofe 

and intimate. And, when they heard of cathol ics carry-

ing on wars and pcrfccutions againfi: protefiants, they 

thought their own interefi: deeply concerned, and regarded 

their neutral ty as a bafe dcfertion of the caufe of God, 

and of his holy religion. In fuch a quarrel, they would 

gladly have marched to the oppofite extremity of Europe, 

have plunged themfelves into a chaos of German politics, 

and have expended all the blood and treafure,of the nation, 

by maintaining a contefi: wilh the whole houfe of Aufhia, 

at the very time, and in the very place, in which it was 
the moll: potent, and almofi: irrefiHible. 

BuT Jamcs, befides that his temper was too little enter

prizing for fuch vafi: undertakings, was reil-rained by ano• 

ther motive, which had a mighty influence over him : He 

refufed to patronize the revolt of fubjeCl:s again£1: their 

fovereign. From the very firfi: he denied to his fan-in

law the title of king of Bohemia t : He forbade hirn to 

be prayed for in the churches under that app-·llation: 

And though he owned, that he had nowifc examined the 

pretenfions, privileges, and confi:itution of the re o1tcd 

frates u ; fo exalted was his idea of the rights of kings, 

that he concluded fubjeCts mull: ever be in t:he wrong, 

when they fl:ood in oppofition to thofe, who had acquireJ 

or affumed that majefi:ic title. Thus, even in meafures~ 

founded on true politics, J ames interm1xeJ fo many nf1t
row prejudices, as dimini{hed his authority, a11J e.·po(!.,.d 

him to the imputation of weaknefs and of error. 

t Ru1hworth, vol. i. p, u., 1 3• Franklyn, P• 4"• 

H4 
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c H A P. l\1E A NW HI LE, affairs every where hafrened to a crifis. 
Xt.Vl!I. d 
~ Ferdinand levied a great force under the comman of the 

:r-62.0 • duke of Bavaria and the count of Bucquoy; a1.d advanced 

upon his enemy in Bo~1cmia. In the Low- Countries, Spi

nola co1:eCl:cJ a veteran army of thirty thoufand men. 

Vlhcn Edmonds, the king's refident at Bru!fel$, made re

p1onih~'.ns:cs to t'1e archduke Albert, he was anfwered, that 

the onJers for this armament had been tranfmitted to Spi

nola from Madrid, and that he alope ~new the fecret de
frination of it. Spinola again told the minifrer, that his 

orders were fiill fealcd; but, ifEdmonds would accompany 

him in his march to Cob}entz, he would th7re open them, 

and give him full fatisfatl:ion w. It wa~ more eafy to fee 

his intentions, than to prevent their fuccefs. Almofi at 

cne time it was known in ~ngland, that Fredcric, being 

Jcieatcd in the great and de.:dive battle of Prague, haq 

fled v:ith his fam.ly into Holland, and that Spinola had 

Loisofthe invaded th.:! Palatinate, and, meeting with no refifiance, 
P~latin~te, f r. · d f except rom 10me pnnces of the union, an rom one 

~n;:sli ... regiment of 2,400 men, commanded by the brave 
Sir Horace V ere x, h~:d, in a little time, reduced the 

grea~cr part of that principality. · -

' HIGH were now the murmurs and complaints againfl: 

the king's neutrality and unaClive difpofition. The hap

pinefs and tranquillity of their own country became 

difi:afr~ful to the Engli!h, when they reflected on the 

grievunces and difirdfcs of their protefb.nt brethren in 

Germany. They conficiered not, that their interpofition 

in the wars of t1e -continent, though agreeable to reli

gious zeal, could not, at that time, be j ufiified by any 

found maxims of politics; that, however exorbitant the 

Aufirian greatnefs, the danger was ftill too difiant to 

give any j ufi alarm to England ; that mighty refifianc~ 

w Franl·lyn, p. 44· Rutltworth, vol. i. p. lf, 
RuJh11·orth, vol. i. p. 15. Kenn~t, p. 723. 

X Ibid. P· 42, 43· 

would 
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ould yet be ma~c by fo many potent and warlike princes c H A P. 

d 11. • G l ]d . ld l . XLVllf. an uatcs m crmany, ere t 1cy wou y1e t 1e1r neck .......-.r--J 

to the yoke; that France, now engaged to contraCt a •62.q. 

double alliance with the Aufl:rian family, muft neceffarily 
be foon rouzed from her lethargy, and oppofe the pro· 
grefs of fo hated a rival; that in the farther adv4ncc of 
conq uehs, even the in tere!l:s of the two branches of that 
~mbitious Lmily muft interfere, and beget mutual jea. 
1oufy and oppofition; that a land-war, carried on at fucq 

a diftance, would wafi:c the blood and treafure of the 

Englilh nation, without any hopes of fuccefs; that a 
fea-war, indeed, might be both fa'fe and fuccefsful againft 
Spain, but would not aff'Ltl: the enemy in fuch vital parts 
as to make them frop their career of fuccefs· in Germany, 
and abandon all their acquifitions; and that the profpect 
of recovering the Palatinate being at prefent defpcrate, 
the affair w~s reduced to this fimple queftion, whether 
peace and commerce with Spain, or the uncertain hopes 
of plunder and of conqueft in the lndies, were prefer-
able? a q ue:ftion, which, at the beginning of the king's 
reign, ha~ already been decided, and perhaps with reafon, 
!n favour of the former advantages. 

J AMES might have defended his pacific meafures by Negocia

fuch plaufible arguments : But thefe, though the chief, ti-ns wi~h 
- Spam. 

feem not to have been the fole motives which fwayed 
him. He bad entertained the notion, that, as his own 
jufi:ice and moderation had lhone out fo confpicuoufly 
throughout all thefe tranfaC'cions, the whole houfe of 
AuH:ria, though not awed by the power of England, 
wo4ld willingly, from mere refpcCl: to his virtue, fubmit 
themfelves to fo equitable an arbitration. He flattered 

himfclf, that, after he had formed an intimate connexion 
with the Spanilh monarch, by means of his fon's mar
riage, the refiitution of the Palatinate might be procured, 
from the motive alone of friendlhip and perfona1 attach-
1· 

rnent. 
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c H A P. ment. He perceived not, that his unactive virtue, the 
XLVlll. • ]) d h d'r. d . rd ~more It was exto c , t e greater 11regar was It expo1e 

162.(j. t ,), He was not fcnfible, that the Spanilh match was 
itfelf attended with fuch difficulties, tr.1at all his ar~ of 
ncgociation would fcarcely be able to furmount them; 
much lefs, that this match could in good policy be de
pended on, as the means of procuring fuch extraordinary 
advantages. His unwadike difpofition, encreafed by age, 
rivetted him frill fafrer in his errors, and determined him 
to feek the rcfioration of his fon-in-law, by remonfirances 
and entreaties, by arguments and embaffies, rather than 
by blood and violence. And the fame defect of courage, 
which held him in awe of foreign nations, made him 
like wife afraid of lhocking the prejudices of his own 
fubjetl:s, and kept him from openly avowing the mea
fures, which he was determined to purfue. Or, perhaps, 
he hoped to turn thefe prejudices to account; and by their 
means, engage his people to furnilh him with fupplies, of 
which their exceffive frugality had hitherto made them fo 
fparing and referved Y. 

HE firft tried the expedient of a benevolence or free
gift from individuals ; pretending the urgency of the 
cafe, which would not admit of leifure for any other 

A parlia- meafure : But the jealoufy of liberty was now rouzed, 
mcnt, and the nation regarded thefe pretended benevolences as 

real extortions, contrary to law and dangerous to free-
dom, ho\ 'ever authorized by ancient precedent. A par
liament was found to be the only refource, which could 
furni!h any large fupplies; and writs were accordingly 
iffued for fummoning t4at great council of the nation z, 

1 6~r. IN this parliament, there appeared, at' firfr, nothing 
J6th June. but duty and fubmiffion on the part of the commons; 

Y Franklyn, p. 47• Ru1hworth, vol.i. 
~ the end of the volume, 

I 

z See note [K J 

ar.d 
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and they feemed determined to facrifice- every thing, in C H A P. 

d . . d r. d . . XLVIII. or er to mamtam a goo corre1pon ence With their prince • .....__,.__, 
They would allow no mention to be made of the new 1621. 

cuftoms or impofitions, which had b~en fo eargerly dif-
puted in the former parliament~: The imprifonment of 
the members of that parliament was here, by fome, com-
plained of; but, by the authority of the graver and more 
prudent part of the houfe, that grievance was buried in 
oblivion b : And being informed, that the king had re-
mitted feveral confiderable fums to the Palatine, the 
commons, without a negative, voted him two fubfidies c ; 

and that too, at the very beginning of the feffion, con-
trary to the maxims frequently adopted by their prede-
ceffors. 

AFTERWARDS, they proceeded, but in a very tem
perate manner, to the examination of grievances. They 
found, that patents had been granted to Sir Giles Mom
peffon and Sir Francis Michel, for licenfing inns and 
ale-houfes; that great fums of money had been exaCl:ed, 
under pretext of thefe licences; and that fuch inn-keepers 
as prefumed to continue their bufinefs, without fatisfying 
the rapacity of the patentees, had been feverely puniihed 
by fine, imprifonment, :md vexatious profecutions. 

THE fame perfons had alfo procured a patent, which 
they fhared with Sir Edward Villiers, brother to Buck
ingham, for the foie making of gold and fil ver thread 
and lace, and had obtained very extraordinary powers for 
preventing any rivaHhip in thefe manufatl:ures : They . 
were armed with authority to fearch for all goods, which 
might interfere with their patent; and even to puniih, 
at their own will and difcretion, the makers, importers, 
and venders of fuch commodities. Many had grievoufly 
fuffcred by this exorbitant jurifdiCl:ion; and the lace, 

a Journ. 5 Dec, 16u. 
16 Feb. x6:to. 

b Journ. u, 16 Feb, 1620, c Journ. 

which 
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c H A P ·which had been manufaCtured by the patentees, was uni
XLV H· 

'----,___.! verfally found to be adulterated, and to be compofed 
1 .6~ 1 • more of copper than of the precious metals. 

THESE grievances the commons reprefented to the 
king ; and they met with a very gracious and very cordial 
reception. He feemcd even thankful for the information 
given him ; and declared himfelf a{hamed, that fuch 
abufes, unknowingly to him, had creeped into his ad~ 
rniniftration. " I affure you," faid he, " had I before 
" heard thefe things complained of, I would have done 
" the office of a juft king, and out of parliament have 
" puniilied them, as feverely, and peradventure more, 
" than you now intend to do d," A fentence was paffed 
for the puniihment of l\1ichel and Mompeffon e. It was 

executed on the former. The latter broke prifon and 
efcape~ Villiers was, at that time, fent purpofely on a 
foreign employment; and his guilt being Iefs enormous 
or lefs apparent than that of the others, he was the more 
eafily proteCted by the credit of his brother, Bucking
ham f. 

Bacon'sfall. ENCOURAGED by this fuccefs, the commons carried 
their fcrutiny, and ftill with a refpectful hand, into 
other abufes of importance. The great feal was, at that 
time, in the hands of the celebrated Bacon, created 
Vifcount St Albans; a man univerfally admired for the 
greatnefs of his genius, and beloved for the courteouf~ 

nefs and humanity of his behaviour. He was the great 

d Franklyn, p. 51. Rut'hwotth, p. 25. 
Rulhw ·th, vol i. p. 27. 

e Franklyn, p. s:z. 

f Yelverton the attorney-general was accufed by the commons for drawing 
t},e patents for thefe mo-opolies, and for fupporting them. He apologized 

for himfdf, tl1<1t he was forced by Buckingham, and that he fuppofed it to 
be the Icing's pleafure, The lords were fo offended at thefe articles of de

fence, though necdfary to the attorney-general, that they fined him Io,ooo 
pounds to the king, r;ooo to the duke. The fines, however, were afterwards 
remitted, Franklyn, p. 55• Ru!hworth, vol. i, p. p, 32, &c. * 

ornament 
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ornament of his age and nation; and nought was want- c H A P. 

ing to render him the ornament of human nature itfelf XLVIII. 
'~ but that fircngth of mind, which might check his in- 161.1. 

temperate defire of preferment, that could add nothing 

to his dignity, and might refl:rain his profufe inclination 

to expence, that could be requifite neither for his honour 

nor entertainment. His want of ceconomy and his in-

dulgence to fervants had involved him in necefiities ; and, 

in order to fuppJy his prodigality, he had been tempted 

to take bribes, by the title of prefents, and. that in a 

very open manner, from fuitors in chancery. It appears, 

that it had been ufual for former chancellors to take pre-

fents; and it is pretended, that Bacon, who followed he 
· fame dangerous praCtice, had fiill, in the feat of j ufiice, 

preferved the integrity of a judge, and had given jufr 

decrees againfi: thofe very perfons, from whom he had 

received the wages of iniqt:ity. Complaints rofe the 

louder on that , account, and at Iafr reached the houfe of 

commons, who fent up an impeachment againfi him to 

the peers. The chancellor, confcious of guilt, depre

cated the vengeance of his judges, and endeavoured, by a 

general avowal, to efcape the confufion of a firiCt.cr en

quiry. The lords infifred on a particular confeffion of 

all his corruptions. He acknow!edged twenty-eight 

articles; and was fentenced to pay a fine of 40,000 

pounds, to be imprifoned in tLe Tower during the king's 

pleafure, to be for ever incapable of any office, place,., 

or employment, and never ag;:tin to fit in parliament, ·or 
come within the verge of the court. 

THIS dreadful fentence, dreadful to a man of nice 

fenfibility to honour, he furvived five ye:1rs; and being 

rekafed in a little time from the Tower, his genius, yet 
unbroken, fupported itfdf amidfr involved circumftances 

and a depreffed fpirit, and lhone out in literary produc

tions, which have made his guilt or v:eakneffes be for-

gotte~ 
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c H A P. gotten or overlooked by pofierity. In confideration of hii 
XLVll1. ' h k' . d h' fi 11 11 h '-----v--' great ment, t e mg remttte 1s ne, as we as a t e 

16u. other parts of his fentence, conferred on him a large pen· 

fion of 1 8oo pounds a-year, and employed every expedient 

to alleviate the weight of his age and misfortunes. And 

that great philofopher, at lafi, acknowledged with regret, 
that he had too long neglected the true ambition of a fine 

genius; and by plunging into bufinefs and affairs, which 

require much lefs capacity, but greater firmnefs of mind, 

than the purfuits of learning, had expofed himfelf to fuch 

grievous calamities g. 

THE commons had entertained the idea, that they 

were the great patrons of the people, and that the redrefs 

of all grievances mufl: proceed from them ; and to 

this principle they were chiefly beholden for the regard 

and confideration of the public. In the execution of this 

office, they now kept their ears open to complaints of 

every kind ; and they carried their refearches into many 

grievances~ which, though of no great importance, could 

not be touched on, without fenfibly affeCting the king 

and his minifl:ers. The prerogative feemed every mo· 
ment to be invaded; the king's authority, in every 

article, was difputed; and J ames, who was willing to 

corretl: the abufes of his power, would not fubmit to 

have his power itfelf quefiioned and denied. After the 

houfe, therefore, had fitten near fix months, and had, as 

yet brought no con!iderable bufinefs to a full conclufion, 

the king refolved, under pretence of the advanced feafon, 

to interrupt their proceedings; and he fent them word,· 

that he was determined, in a little time, to adjourn them 

till next winter. The commons made application to the 

g It is thought, that appeals from chancery to the houfe of peers firll: . 
came into pratHce, while Bacon held the great feal. Appeals, under the 

form of writs of error, had long before lain againft the cou1ts of law. Black• 

ftone's Commentary, \'Ol, iii, p. 454• 

· . lords, 
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lords, and defired them to join in a petition for delay in()' c H A P. 

h d. h. h f r d b o XLVUI. t e a JOUrnment; w IC was re u1e y the upper houfe. '-v--' 
The king regarded this project of a joint petition as an 161..1. 

attempt to force him from his meafures: He thanked the 
peers for their refufal to concur in it, and told them, that, 
if it were their defire, he would delay the adjournment, 
but would not fo far comply with the reque!t of the lower 

houfe h. And thus, in thefe great national affairs, the 
fame peevifhnefs, which, in private altercations, often 
raifes a quarrel from the fmallefi: beginnings, produced a 
mutual coldnefs and difguft between the king and the 
commons. 

DuRING the recefs of parliament, the king ufcd every Rupture be

meafure to render himfelf popular with the nation, and to kt\~et>n tdheh 
111gan t. e 

appeafe the rifing ill-humour of their reprcfent«tives. He commons. 

had voluntarily offered the parliament to circumfcribe his 
own prerogative, and to abrogate for the future his power 
of granting monopolies. He no\~· recalled all the patents 
of that kind, and redreffed e\'ery article of grievance, to 
the number of. thirty-feven, which had ever been com-
plained of in the houfe of commons i. But he gained 
not the end which he propofed. The difgufr, which 
had appeared at parting, could not fo fuddenly be dirpel-
led. He had likewife been fo imprudent as to commit 
to prifon Sir Edwin Sandys k, without any known caufe, 
befides his activi~y and vigour in difcharging his duty as 
member of parliament. And above all, the tranfactions in 
Germany were fufficient, when joined to the king's cau-
tions, negociations, and delays, to inflame that jealoufy 
of honour and religion, which prevailed throughout the 

nation 1. This fummer, the ban of the empire had been 

pub1iihed 
h Rulbworth, vol. i. p. 35• i Ibid. vol. i. p, 36. Kenuet, 

p. 733· k. Journ. J Det>. t6zr. 

1 To lhow to what degree the nation wn i::fhrr.ed with r«-g.ud to the Pa!a
t:nate, there occurs a remarkable Hory this fetflon, One FJoyd, a pri(oner in 
the Fleet, a catholic} had dropped fome expreffions, in private c:onv~rf.niun, as 

if 
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c H A P. publifhed againfr the elector Palati11e; and the execution 
XLV lll. . . h d k f B . Th '---y--J of 1t was comimtted to t e u e o avana m. e 

1621, Upper Palatinate was, in a little time, conquered by that 

prince ; and meafures were taking in the empire for be

fto\ving on him the eleB:oral dignity, of which the Pala

t'nc v.ras defpoilcd. Frederic now lived wi(h his nume

rous family, in poverty and difirefs, either in Holland, 

or at Sedan with his uncle the duke of Bouillon. And 

throughout all the new conquefis, in bcth the Palatinates, 

as well as in Bohemia, Aufrria, Lufatia, the progrefs of 

the Aufirian arms was attended with ngours and feve

rities, e~ercifed againft the profeffors of the reformed 

religion. 
r4 th Nov. 1.'r·l E zeal of the commons immediately moved them, 

upon their affembling, to take all thefe tranfactions into 

confideration. They framed a remonfrrance, which they 

intended to carry to the king. 'rhey reprcfented, that 

the enormous gro'vvth of the Aufirian power threatened 

the liberties of Europe; that the progrefs of the catholic 

religion in England bred the moft melancholy appre

henfions, left it ihould again acquire an afcendant in the 

kingdom; that the indulgence of his majefiy towards the 

profefiors of that religion had encouraged their infolence 

and temerity; that the uncontrouled conquefis, made by 

the Auftrian family in Germany, raifed mighty expecta

tions in the Engliih papifts ; but above all, that. the 

profpecl: of the Spanilh match elevated them fo far as to 

if he were pleafed with the misfortunes of the Palatine and his wife. The 

commons were in a flame; and pretending to be a court of judicature and of 

record, proceeded to con.~emn him to a fevere pun ihment, The houfe of 

lords checked this encroJchment; and what was extraordinary, confideting 

the prefer:t humour of the lower houfe, the latter acquiefced in the fentiments 

of the peers. This is almolt the 0nly pretenfion of the Engliih commons, in 

which they have not prevailed. Happily for the nation, they have been fuc· 

cefsful in almolt all their other claims, See Parliamentary Hiltory, vol. v. 

p. 428, 4zg,&c, Journ, 4• 8. u. May, 161.1 1 

m Franklyn, P•73• 

hope 
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hope for an entire toleration, if not the final re-e!lablifh- ~~V~I~·· 
ment of their religion. The commons, therefore, en-~ 
treated his majefiy, that he would immediately undertake xo;u, 

the defence of the Palatine, ar:d maint1in it by force of 

arms ; that he would turn his fword againft Spain, whofe 

armies and treafures were the chief fupport of the catho-

lic interefi in Europe ; that he would enter into no ne-

gociation for the marriage of his fon but with a protefiant 

princefs; that the children of popilh recufants lhould be 

taken from their parents, and be committed to the care 

of protefiant teachers and fchoolmafiers; and that the 

fines and confifcations, to which the catholics were by 

law liable, lhould be levied with the utmofr feverity n. 

BY this bold ilep, unprecedented in England for many 

years, and fcarcely ever heard of in peaceable times, the 

commons attacked at once all the king's favourite maxims 

of government ; his cautious and pacific mca(ures, his 

lenity towards the Romiih religion, and his attachment 

to the Spaniih alliance, from which he promifed him

fdf fuch mighty advan~ages. But what moft difgufl:ed 

him was, their feerning invafion of his prerogative, and 

their pretending, under colour of advice, to direCt his 
conduct in fuch points, as .had ever been acknowledged 

t'o belong folely to the management and direction of the 

fovereign. He was, at that time, abfent at Newmarket; 

but as foon as he heard of the intended remonfr::-ance of 
the commons, he wrote a letter to the fpeakcr, in which 

he fharply rebuked the houfe for openly debating matters 

far above their reach and capacity, and he :fhiCi:ly forbade 

them to meddle with any thing that regarded his go-

·vernment or deep matters of fl:ate, and efpecially not to 

touch on his fon's marriage with the daughter of Spaiz, 

nor to attack the honour of that king or any other of his 

n Fraoklyn1 p. 58, 5~· Rut'bworth; vol, i, p. 401 4 I, Kennet, p. 737• 

VoL. VI. I friendi 
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c H .a. P. friends and confederates. In order the more to intimi-
XLVIII. . d h . ·r f s· Ed . '---v---' date them, he mentwne t e tmpri10nment o tr wm 

16:u. Sand) s; and though he denied, that the confinement of 
tlnt member had been owing to any offence committed in 
the houfe, he plainly told them, that he thought him
felf fuJly intitled to punifh every mifdemeanor in parlia
ment, as wel: during its fitting as after its difTolution; 
and that he intended thenceforward to chafiize any man, 
whofe infolent behaviour there thould minifier occafion 
of offence o. 

THIS violent letter, in which the king, though he here 
imitated former precedents, may be thought not to have 
acled altogether on the defenfive, had the effeCt, which 
might naturally have been expeCted from it : The cmn
nwns were inflamed, not terrified. Secure of their own 
popularity, and of the bent of the nation towards a war 
with the catholics abroad, and the perfecution of popery 
at home, they little dreaded the menaces of a prince, 
who was unfupported by military force, and whofe gentle 
temper would, of itfelf, fo foon difarm his feverity. In 
a new remonfi:rance, therefore,. they frill infified on their 
former remonfirance and advice; and they maintained, 
though in refpecHul terms, that they were intitled to in~ 
tcrpofe with their counfel in all matters of government; 
that to poilefs entire freedom of fpeech, in their debates 
on public bufinefs, was their ancient and undoubted 
right, and an inheritance tranfmitted to them from their 
anceHors; and that, if any member abufed this liberty, 
it belonged to the houfe alone, who were witneffes of his 
offence, to infliCt a proper cenfure upon him r. 

So vigo1·ous an anfwer was nowife calculated to appeafe 
the king. It is faid, when the approach of the corn-

o Franklyn, p. 6o. Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 43• Kennet, p. 741; 
P Franklyn1 P• 6o. R.ufl1worth1 vol. i. p. 44• Kennct, p. 741. 

mittee, 
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mittee, who were to prefent it, was notified to him, he c H A P. 

cl 1 h . b b h F XLVIII. ordere twe ve c atrs to e roug t : or that there were "--y--J 

fo many kings a coming q, His anfwer was prompt and 162.x. 

fharp. He told the houfe, that their remonfirance was 

more like a denunciation of war than an addre(s of duti-
ful fubjeCl:s; that their pretenfion to inquire into all 

fiate-affairs, without exception, was fuch a plenipotence 

as none of their ance:fi:ors, even during the reign of the 

weakefi princes~ had ever pretended to; that public 
tranfaCl:ions depended on a complication of views and in
telligence, with which they were entirely unacquainted; 

that they could not better lhow their wifdom as well as 
duty, than by keeping within their proper r fphere; and 
that in any bufinefs, which depended on his prerogative, 
they had no title to interpofe with their advice, except 

when he was pleafed to defire it. And he concluded with 
thefe memorable words ; .And though we cannot allow of 
your )life, in mentioning your ancient and undoubted right and 

inheritance, but would rather have wijhed, that ye had faid, 

that your privileges were derived from the grace and permif-

jion of our ancejlors and us (for the mojl of them grew from 

precedents, which Jhews rather a toleration than inheritance} ; 
yet we are pleafed to give you our royal ajfurance, that as long 

as you c!Jntain yourfelves within the limits of your duty, we 
will be as careful to maintain and preferve your lawful liber

ties and privileges as ever any of our predecejfors were, nay, 

as to preferve our own royal prerogative s. 

THIS open pretenfion of the king's naturally gave great 

alarm to the houfe of commons. They faw their title to 
every privilege, if not plainly denied, yet confidered, at 
leafr, as precarious. It might be forfeited by abufe, and 

! Kennet, P• 41• 
r Ne Jutor ~tltra crepidam. This expreffion is imagined to be infolent and 

difobliging: But it was a Latin proverb familiarly ufed on all occafions, . 

s Franklyn, p. 6z, 63, 64• Rufhworth, vol. i. P• 46, 471 &c, Ken-

net, P• 743• 
I ~ they 
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c H A P. they had already abu{cd it. They thought proper, 
XL VIII. r. - r. 
~therefore, immediately tJ oppo1e pretenhon to pretennon. 

I6:r. !'hey framed a protefbtion, in which they repeated all 
18th Dec. 

their former claims for freedom of fpeech, and an un-
bounded authority to .nterpofe with their advice and 

Prote!htion counfel. And they afTe~ted, That the liberties, Jranchijes, 
f)f the corn- . . 
men5- privileges, and jurijclillims of parlzament, are the ancrent 

and undoubted birtb-righi and inheritance of the jitbjefls of 
Englandt.-

THE king, informed of thefe encreafing heats and jea
loufies in the hcmfe, hu·ricd to town.- He fcnt immedi
ately for the journals :>f the commons; and, with his 
ovYn hand, before the council, he tore out this protefia
tion u ; and ordered l:is reafons to be infcrted in the 
council-book. He \Vas doubly difpleafed, he faid, with 
the protefl:ation of the ower houfe, on account of the 
manner of framing it, :::s well as of the matter which it 
contained. It was tunultuoufly voted, at a late hour, 
and in a thin houfe; ard it was exprefied in fuch general 
and "mb~guous terms, <s might ferve for a foundation to 
the moH enormous claims, and to the mofi unwarrantable 
ufurpations upon his pnrogative w. 

THE meeting of the houfe might have proved danger
ous after fo violent a b:each. It was no longer poffible, 
while men were in fuch a temper, to finilh any bufinefs. 
The king, therefore, prorogued the parliament, and foon 
after dilfolved it by proclamation; in which he alto made 
an apology to the public for his whole conduB:. 

THE leading membe1s of the houfe, Sir Edward Coke 

and Sir Robert Philips, were committed to the Tower; 
Selden, Pym, and Mallory, to other prifons x. As a 
lighter punilhment, S r Dudley Digges, Sir Thomas 

Crew, Sir Nathanicl Rich, Sir James Perrot, joined ju 

t See note [LJ at the end of the volume. u Jouu, 18 Dec. 1 621w 
w hanklyn, p. 65. x Franklyn, p. 66, Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 5'i· 

~ommiffion. 
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commiffion with others, were fent to Ireland, in order to C H A P. 
XLVIII. 

execute fome bufinefs r. The kng, at that time, en-~ 

joyed, at leafi: exercifed, the pnrog:ltive of employing t6;>.J. 

any man, even without his corfent, in _any branch of 

public fervice. • _ 

SIR John Sa vile, a powerful m:n in the houfc of com
mons, and a zealous opponent o~ the court, was made 

comptroller of the houfehold, a privy counfellor, and 

foon after, a baron z. This even1 is memorable; as be
ing the .firfi: infiance, perhaps, i1 the whole hillory of 

England, of any king's advancinr a man, on account of 

parliamentary interefi, and of op1nfition to his mealurcs. 

However irregular this pr<.!aice, it will be regarded by 

political reafoners, as one of the nofi early and moft in

fallible fymptoms of a regular dhuJiilied liberty. 
THE king having thus, with {( rafn and indifcreet a 

hand, torn off that (acred veil, whi:h had hitherto covered 

the Englifh confiitution, and whch threw an obfct.:::ity 

upon it, fo advantageous to royalprerogativc, every man 

began to indulge himfelf in poli 1ical reafonings and en
quiries; and the fame faB:io:1s, which commenced in 

parliament, vverc propagated
1 

thr01ghout the nation. I11 
va:n did J amc.,, by re-iterated pnclamations, forbid t·he 

difcourfing of fiate afFairs a, )uch proclamations, if 

they ·had any effecr, ferved rather o inflame the curiofity 

of the public. And in every e<mp:my or fociety, the 

h1te tranfaCl:ions became the fu geCl: o( ar~ument and 
debate. 

ALL hifiory, faid the partizans of the court, as well as 

the hifl:ory of England, jufiify t1e king's polition with 

regard to the origin of popular privileges ; and every rea-

y Franklyl'l, p. 96. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. ;5. "- K.enn<;•, p. 14·9• 

a Frank!yn, p. 56. R•;fhworth, vo!, i. p :u. 36. s 5· Th:: king alfo , 

in im;tation of his pred~ce<for~, gave rult:s t> preachers. Franklyn, P· 70. 

'fhe pulpit )Va~ at that time much more •angerous tba the prefs, E~w: 

f:.~~le ~ould read, and ftill fewer were in the 1raelice of reading. 

I 3 fonabl~ 
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c H A P. fonable man muft allow, that, as monarchy is the mofr 
XLVIII. fimple form of government, it mu!l: firft have occurred to 
~rude and uninftructed mankind. The other complicated 

and artificial additions were the fucceffive invention of 
fovereigns and legiflators ; or, if they were obtruded on 
the prince by feditious fubjeB:s, their origin mufi appear, on 
that very account, frill more precarious and unfavourable. 
In England, the authority of the king, in all the exte
rior forms of government and in the common fiyle of law, 
3ppears totally abfolute and fovereign; nor does the real 
fpirit of the conftitution, as it has ever difcovered itfelf 
in practice, fall much lhort of thefe appearances. The 
parliament is created by his will; by his will it is dif
folved. It is his will alone, though at the defire of both 
houfes, which gives authority to laws. To all foreign 
nations, the majefiy of the monarch feems to merit foie 
attention and regard. And no fubject, who has ex
pofed himfelf to royal indignation, can hope to live with 
fafety in the kingdom; nor can he even leave it, accord
ing to law, without the confent of his mafl:er. If a ma
gifirate, invironed with fuch power and fplendor, lhould 
confider his authority as 'facred, and regard himfelf as the 
anointed of heaven, his pretenfions may bear a very fa
vourable conftrutl:ion. Or, allowing them to be merely 
pious frauds, we need not be furprized, that the fame 
firatagem which was praClifed by Minos, N uma, and 
the moft celebrated legiflators of (lntiquity, lhould nO\Y, 
in thefe refl:lefs and inquifitive times, be employed by the 
king of England. Subjects are not raifed above that 
quality, though affembled in parliament. The fame 
h urn ble refpetl: and deference is frill due to their prince. 
'"Though he indulges them in the privilege of laying be
fore him their dome.fiic grievances, with which they are 
fuppofed to be befl: acquainted, this warrants not d1eir 
bold iptrufion into every province of government. And, 

to 
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to all judicious examiners, it mufl: appear~ " rrhat t1le C H ~ ' 

~' lines of duty are as much tranfgreffed by a more incie-~~ 
" pendent and lefs refpeB:ful exercife of acknowledo-ed 16::~. 

0 

" powers, as by the ufurpation of fuch as are new and 

" un ufual." 

The lovers of liberty, throughout the nation, reafoned 
after a different manner. It is in vain, faid they, that 

the king traces up the Englilh government to its firfl: ori
gin, in order to reprefent the privileges of parliament as 

dependent and precarious : Prefcription and the practice 

of fo many ages, muft, long ere this time, have given 
a fanB:ion to thefe afTemblies, even though they had been 

derived from an origin no more dignified, than that which 

he affigns them. If the written records of the Englilh 
nation, as afferted, reprefent parliaments to have arifen 
from the confent of monarchs, the principles of humait 

nature, when we trace government a fiep higher, mufr 

thow us, that monarchs themfelves owe all their autho

rity to the voluntary fubmiffion of the people. But, in 

faB:, no age can be iliown, when the Englifh govern
ment was altogeth,er an unmixed monarchy : And if the 

privileges of the nation have, at any period, been over

powered by violent irruptions of foreign force or domef

tic ufurpation; the generous fpirit of the people has ever 

feized the firft opportunity of re-eftablifhing the ancient 

government and confl:itution. Though in the ftyle of 
the laws, and in the ufual forms of adminifiration, 

royal authority may be reprefented as facred and fll
preme; whatever is effential to the exercife of fovereign 

and legiilative power, muft frill be regarded as equally 

divine and inviolable. Or, if any diftinB:ion be made in 
this refpetl:, the preference is furely due to thofe national 
councils, by whofe interpofition the exorbitancies of 
tyrannical power are refirained, and that facred liberty is 

preferved, which heroic fpirits, in all ages, have deemed 
l 4 more 
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c H A P. more precious than life itfelf. Nor is it fufficient to fay, 
XLVIII · , · '11. • f] f ~-· that the mild and C<JUitable :H.1minJHratJon o . ames, a-

1621· fords little occafion, or no occafion of complaint. How 

moderate foever the exercife of his prerogative, how exaa 

focver his ohfervance of the Jaws and conHitution; " If 
" he founds his authority on arbitrary and dangerous 
" principles, it is re9uifite ~o watch him .with the :ame . 
" care, and to oppofe him w1th the fame v1gour, as 1f he 
" had indul ged himfe~f in all the exceifes of cruelty and 
" tyranny." 

AMIDsT thc(e difputes, the wife and moder_jte in the 

nation endeavoured to prcfejve, as much as poffible, an 
eq uitablc neutrality between the oppofite parties; and the 
more they rd1celcd on the courfe of public affairs, the 
g1eater difficulty they found in fixing juft fentiments with 

1 C"gard to them. On the one hand, they regarded the 

ycry rife of parties as a happy prognofiic of the e{bbli!h
ment of l:bcrty; nor could they ever expeB: to enjoy, in 
a mixed government, fo invaluable a bleffing, without 
fufFering that inconvenience, which, in fuch govern

ments, has ever attended it. But, when they confidered, 
on the other hand, the neceffary aims and purfuits of both 
parties, they were firuck with apprchenfion of the con
feq uences, and could difcover no fcafible plan of accom

modation between them. From long praB:ice, the crown 
was now po!refied of fo exorbitant a prerogative, that it 

was not fufficient for liberty to remain on the defenfive, 
or endeavour to fecure the little ground, which was left 

her: It was become neceifary to carry on an offenfive 
war, and to circumfcribe, within more narrow, as well 

as more exaB: bounds, the authority of the fovereign. 

Upon fuch provocation, it could not but happen, that the 

prince, however j uH: and moderate, would ende~vcur to 
rcprds his opponents; and, as he fiocc1 upon the very 

brink of ~r?itrary power, it \Vas to be ft:4lred that he 

would, 
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would, hailily and unknowingly, pafs thofe limits, which c H A p. 
·r 1 k d b h _JI_· • Th XLVIH. were not preCJIC y mar e y t e comntut10n. c tur-~...-......~ 

bulent government of England, ever Ructuating between x62x. 

privilege and prerogative, would afford a variety of pre-
cedents, vvhich might be pleaded on both fides. In fuch 
delicate quefiions, ' the people mufi: be divided : The arm.s 
of the fiatc were fiill in their hands: A civil war mufi: 
cnfue; a civil war, where 110 party or both parties would 
jufi:ly bear the blame, and where the good and virtuous 
would fcarcely know what vows to form; were it not 
that liberty, fo llC·CC: ary to the pcrfcaion of human fo-
ciety, \Vould be fuffi('i~nt to byafs their affeCtions towards 
the fide of its defenders. 
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C I-I A P. XLIX. 

Negotiations with regard to the marriage and the 
Palatinate-·Charatler of Buckingham--Prince's 
journey to Spain--l'darriage treaty broken
A parliament-Return of Bri.ftol--Rupture 
with Spa!n--'l'reaty with France--Manf· 

feldt's expedition--De•th of the king--1-lis 
charatler. 

, c H A P. 0 wre!l: the Palatinate from the hands of the em-
XLIX. peror and the duke of Bavaria, muft always have 

~been regarded as a difficult ta!k for the power of Eng

land, conduB:ed by fo unwa.rlike a prince as James: It 
was plainly impoffible, while the breach fubfifred between 

Negocia· him and the commom. T'he king's negociations, there
ti•msdwithh fore, had they been managed with ever fo great dexterity, 
regar tot e 
marriage mull: now carry lcfs weight with them; and it was eafy 

~t~~ate. to elude all his applications. When lord Digby, his 
ambaffador to. the emperor, had defired a ceffation of 
hofrilities, he was referred to the duke of Bavaria, who 
commanded the Auftrian armies. The duke of Bavaria 
told him, that it was entirely fuperfluous to form any 
treaty for that purpofe. Hojlilities are already ceafed, 

faid he; and I doubt not but 1 jhall be able to prevent their 

revival by keeping firm poffijfion of the Palatinate, till a 
final agreement jball he concluded between the contending par

ties b. N otwithfianding this infult, J ames endeavoured 
to refume with the emperor a treaty of accommodation; 
and he opened the negociations at Bruffels, under the 
mediation of archduke Albert, and, after his death, 

b Franklyn, p. 57• Ruthwoxth, vol. i. P• 38, 

2 which 
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which happened about this time, under that of the In- C H A P. 
- XLIX. 

fanta: When the conferences were entered upon, it was '---v----1 
found, that the powers of thefe princes to determine 16u.. 

in the controverfy were not fufficient or fatisfaB:ory. 
Schwartzt nbourg, the Imperial minifl:er, was expeCted at 
London; and it was hoped that he would bring more 
ample authority: His commiffion referred entirely to the 
negociation at Bruffels. It was not difficult for the king 
to perceive, that his applications were negleCted by the 
emperor; but as he had no choice of any other expedient, 
and it feemed the interefr of his fon-in-law to keep alive 
his pretenfions, he was fl:ill content to follow F erdinand 
through all his fhifts and evafions. Nor was he entirely 
difcouraged, even when the Imperial diet at Ratiilion, by 
the influence, or rather authority of the emperor, though 
contrary to the protefl:ation of Saxony and of all the pro-
tefrant princes and cities, had transferred the electoral 
dignity from the Palatine to the duke of Bavaria. 

MEANWHILE, the efforts made by Frederic, for the 
recovery of his dominions, were vigorous. Three armies 
were levied in Germany by his authority, under three 
commanders, duke Chrifiian of Brunfwick, the prince of 
Baden-Dourlach, and count Mansfeldt. The two for
mer generals were defeated by count Tilly and the Impe
rialifts : The third though much inferior in force to hi• 
enemies, fl:ill maintained the war ; but with no equal 
fupplies of money either from the Palatine or the king of 
England. It was chiefly by pillage and free quarters in the 
Palatinate, that he fubfifted his army. As the Auftrians 
were regularly paid, they were kept in more exact difci
p1ine; and James juftly became apprehenfive, left fo un
equal a conteft, befides ravaging the Palatine's hereditary 
dominions, would end in the total alienation of the peo
ple's affeCl:ions from their ancient fovereign, by whom 
they were plundered, and in an attachment to their new 

mafters, 
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c H A r. mafiers by whom they were proteC!cd e. He perfuaded 
XLlX. f, ' . /' . l d·r. .l I f d "---...r---..1 there ore h1s 1011-m- aw to 11arm, unuer co our o uty 
16-a. and fubmiffion to the emperor: And accordingly, Manf

feldt was difmiffed from the Palatine's fervice; and that 

famous general wi thclrew his army into the Low Coun
tries, and there received a commiffion from the States of 
the United Provinces. 

To !hew how little account was made of James's ne~ 

Rocit1tioos abroad, there is a pleafantry mentioned by all 
hifiorians, which, for that reafon, £hall have place here. 

In a farce, acted at Bruffels, a courier was introduced 
carrying the doleful new·s, that the Palatinate would 

foon be wreficcl from the houfe of Aufiria ; {o powerful 
were the fuccours, which, from al_l quarters, were haHcn

ing to the relief of the defp,oiled elector: the king of 

Denmark had agreed to contribute to his affifl:ance a hun
dred thoufand pickled herrings, the Dutch a hundred 
thoufand butter-boxes, and the king of England a hun

dred thoufand amba!faclors. On other occafions, he was 
painted with a fcabbard, but without a [word ; or with 

a [word, which nobody could draw, though feveral were 
pulling at it d. 

1 T was not from his negociations with the ernperor or 
the duke qf ~avaria, that J ames expected any fuccefs in 
his project of refroring the Palatine: His eyes were en
tin:ly_ turned towards Spain; and if he could effect his 

fon's marriage with the Infanta, he doubted not, but 

that, after fo intimate a conjuntl:ioi1, this other point 

could eafily be obtained. Tbe negociations of th.at court 
being commonly dilatory, it was not eafy for a prince of 
fo little penetration in bufinefs, to difiinguilh, whether 
the difficulties, which occurred, were real or affected i 

and he was furprizcd, after n~gociating five years on fo 
fimple a demand, that he was not more advanced than at ., . 

• c Pari. IIift. vol. v. p. 4S.;.. 
t 

'*V ,~ 

d Kennet, p. ~49• 
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the beginning. A difpenfation from Rome was requifite c H A P. 
c . f h I c . h {t . XLIX. 10r the marnage o t e n1anta w1t a prote ant pnnce; '----v---J 
and the king of Spain, having undertaken to procure that x6zz. 

difpenfation, had thereby acqufred the means of retarding 
at pleafure, or of forwarding the marriage, and at the 
fame time of concealing entirely his artifices from the 
court of England. 

IN order to remove all obfiacles, J ames difpatched 
Digby, foon after created earl of Brifiol, as his ambafia
dor to Phi lip IV. who had lately fucceeded his father in 
the crown of Spain. He fecretly employed Gage as his 
agent at Rome ; and finding that the difference of reli
gion was the principal, if not the foie difficulty, which 
retarded the marriage, he rcfolvcd to foften that objection 
as much as poffible. He iffued public orders for difchar
ging all popifh recufants who were imprifoned; and it 
was daily apprehended, that he would forbid, for the fu
ture, the execution of the penal laws enacted againft them. 
For this ficp, fo oppofite to the rigid fpirit of his fubjctl~, 
he took care to apologize; and he even endeavoured to 
afcribe it to his great zeal for the reformed religion. He 
had been making applications, he faid, to all foreign 
princes for fome indulgence to t!le difireffed proteftants; 
and he was ftiH anfwered by objections derived from the 
feverity of the Englilh Jaws againft catholics c. It might 
indeed occur to him, that, if the extremity of religious 
zeal were ever to abate among chrifi-ian feCl:s, one of them 
mufr begin; and nothing would be more honourable for 
Englahd, than to have led the way in fentiments fo wife 
and moderate. 

NOT only the religious puritans murmured at this to
lerating meafure of the king : The lovers of civil liberty 
were alarmed at fo important an exertion of preroga
tive. But, among other dangerous articles of authority, 

e Fraoklyn, P• 69, Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 63, 

th~ 
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c H A P. the kings of England were at that time poffeffed of the 
-~ difpcnfing power; at leafr, were in the confrant practice 

.16 .. 2.. of exercifing it. Befides, though the royal prerogative 
in civil matters was then extenfive, the princes, during 
fome late reigns, had been accufromed to affume a :fiill 
greater in ecclefiafl:ical. And the king failed not to re

prefent the toleration of catholics as a meafure entir~ly of 

that nature. 
BY James's conceffion in favour of the catholics, he 

attained his end. The .fame religious motives which 
had hitherto rendered the court of Madrid infincere in all 
the freps taken with regard to the marriage, were now 

the chief caufe of promoting it. By its means, it was 

there hoped, the Englilh catholics would for the future 
enjoy eafe and indulgence; and the Infanta would be the 
happy infl:rument of procuring to the church fome tran· 
quillity, after the many fevere perfecutions, which it had 
hitherto undergone. The earl of Brifrol, a minifier of 
vigilance and penetration, and who had formerly oppofed 
all alliance with catholics r, was now fully convinced of 

the fincerity of Spain; and he was ready to congratulate 
the king on the entire completion of his views and pro
jetl:s g. A daughter of Spain, whom he reprefents as 
extremely accomplilhed, would foon, he faid, arrive in 
England, and bring with her an immenfe fortune of two 
millions of pieces of eight, or 6oo,ooo pounds fterling; 
a fum four times greater than Spain had ever before given 
with any princefs, and almoft equal to all the money, 
which the parliament, during the whole courfe of this 

reign, had hitherto granted to the king. But what was 
of more importance to J ames's honour and happinefs, 

Brifrol confidered this match as an infallible prognoftic of 
the Palatine's reftoration; nor would Philip, he thought, 

ever have befl:owed his fifi:er and fo large a fortune, under 

f Ru1hworth, vol. i, p. zgz. g Ibid, P• 6g. 

the 



J A M E S I. 127 

the profpeCl: of entering next day into a war with Eng- C H A P. 

land. So exaCt was his intelligence, that the mofr fecret ~ 
counfels of the Spaniards, he boafrs, had never efcaped I6:&a. 

him h; and he found that they had all along confidered 
the marriage of the Infanta and the refritution of the Pa~ 
latinate as meafures clofely conneB:ed, or altogether infe-
parable 1• However little calculated James'a character to 
extort fo vafi: a conceffion; however improper the mea-
fures which he had purfued for attaining that end ; the 
ambaffador could not withfiand the plain evidence of 
faets, by which Philip now demonfi:rated his fincerity. 
Perhaps too, like a wife man, he confidered, that rcafons 
of frate, which are fuppofed folely to influence the coun-
cils of monarchs, are not always the motives, which 
there predominate; that the milder views of gratitude, 
honour, friendfhip, generofity, are frequently able, among 
princes as well as private perfons, to counterbalance thefe 
felfifh confiderations ; that the jufiice and moderation of 
J ames had been fo confpicuous in all thefe tranfaB:ions, 
his reliance on Spain, his confidence in her friendfhip, 
that he had at lafr obtained the cordial alliance of that 
nation, fo celebrated for honour and fidelity. Or if po-
litics mufr frill be fuppofed the ruling motive of all public 
meafures, the maritime power of England was fo confi-
derable, and the Spanifh dominions fo divided, as might 
well induce the council of Philip to think, that a fincere 
friendfuip with the mafl:ers of the fea could not be pur-
chafed by too great conceffions k. And as J ames, during 
fo many years, had been allured and feduced by hopes 
and protefrations, his people enraged by delays and dif-

h Rufhworth, vol. i. p. :t7:t. 

i We find by private letters b~tween Philip IV. and the Conde Olivarez, 

fhown by the latter to Bu ckingham, that the marriage and the refiitution of 

the Pa atinate were alw3ys co nfide red h} the court of Spain as infeparable. 

See Franklyn, p 7r, 7:t. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 71, 2.80. z.gg. 300. Parl. 
Hift. Tol, vi. p. ~6. k Frank11n, p. 72•• 

appointments 1 
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c H A P. appointments; it would probably occur, that there wag 

~now no medium left between the mofi: inveterate hatred 

16a, and the mofr i~timate alliance between the nations. Not 

to mention, that, as a new fpirit began about this time 

to animate the councils of France, the friendfhip of 

England became every day more neccHary to the great .. 

ncfs and fecurity of the Spanilh monarch. 

Charatler 
(Jf Buck-
ingbam, 

ALL meafures being, therefore, agreed on between 

the parties, naught was wanting but the difpenfation from 

Rome, which might be conftdered as a mere formality l, 

The king jufiified by fuccefs, now exulted in his pacific 

counfels, and boafl:cd of his fuperior fagacity and pene

tration; when all thefe flattering profpeCl:s were blafl:ed by 

the temerity of a man, whom he had fondly exalted from 

a private condition, to be the bane of himfelf, of his fa

mily, and of his people. 

EvER fince the fall of Somerfet, Buckingham had 

governed, 'vVith an uncontrouled fway, both the court 

and nation; and could J ames's eyes have been opened, 

he had now full opportunity of obferving how unfit his 

favourite was for the high fration, to which he was 

raifed. Some accomplifhments of a courtier he polfefied: 

Of every talent of ~ minifier he was utterly defl:itute. 
Headlong in his paffions, and incapable equally of pru· 

dence and of diffimulation : Sincere from violence ra

ther than candour; expenfive from profufton more than 

genaofity: A warm friend, a furious enemy; but with

out any choice or difcernment in either: With thefe 

qualities he had early and quickly mounted to the high

eft rank; and partook at once of the infolence which at~ 

tends a fortune newly acquired, and the impetuofity 

which belongs to perfons born in high frations, and un .. 

acquainted with oppofition. 

1 Rufuwo1th 1 \·ol. i. P• 66, 

AMoNG 
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AMoNG thofe who had experienced the arrogance of C H A P. 

this overgrown favourite, the prince of Wales himfelf, ~ 
had not been entirely fpared; and a great coldnefs, if x6a3. 

not an enmity, had, for that reafon, taken place between 
them. Buckingham, ddirous of an opportunity, which 
might connect. him with the prince, and overcome his 
averfion, and at the fame time envious of the great cre-

dit acquired by Brifiol in the Spanilh negociation, be-
thought himfelf of an expedient, by which he might at 
once gratify both thefe inclinations. He reprefented to 

Charles, that perfons ~f his exalted fration were pecu-
liarly unfortunate in their marriage, the chief circum-
fiance of life; and commonly received into their arms a 
bride, unknown to them, to whom they were unknown ; 
not endeared by fympathy, not obliged by fervice; 
wooed by treaties alone, by negociations, by political 
interefis : That however accomplilhed the Infanta, file 
muft fl:ill confider herfelf as a melancholy victim of fl:ate, 
and could not but think with averfion of that day, when 
the was to enter the bed of a £hanger; and paffing into a 
foreign country and a new family, bid adieu for ever to 
her father's houfe and to her native land : That it was in 
the prince's power to [often all thefe rigo~rs, and lay 
fuch an obligation on her, as would attach the moH in-
different temper, as would warm the coldeft affections: 
That his journey to Madrid would be an unexpected 
gallantry, which would equal all the fictions of Spanilh 
romance, and fuiting the amorous and enterprifing cha
racter of that nation, mufr immediately introduce him 
to the princefs under the agreeable character of a devoted 
lover and daring adventurer: That the negociations 
with regard to the Palatinate, which had hitherto lan
guilhed in the hands of minifters, would quickly be ter
minated by fo illuftrious an agent, feconded by the me
diation and intreaties of the grateful infanta : That 

VoL, VI. K Spanilh 
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C H A P. Spanilh aenerofity, moved by that unexampled- truft <tnd 
XLIX b 
~ confidence, would make conceffions beyond what could 

J6.1.3· be expeCted from political views and confiderations: And 

that he would quickly return to the king with the glory 
of having re-efl:abliihed the unhappy Palatine, by the 

fame enterprize, which proc~red him the affections and 
the perfon of the Spaniih princefs m. 

THE mind of the young prince, rep·lete with candor, 

was inflamed by thefe generous and romantic ideas, fug

gcfred by Buckingham. He agreed to make application 

to the king for his approbation. They chofe the mo

ment of his kinddl: and mofi jovial humour ; and more 

by the earnefinefs which they exprefTed, than by the 
force of their reafons, they obtained a hafl:y and unguarded 

confent of their undertaking. And having engaged his 

promife to keep their purpofe fecret, they left him, in 
order to make preparations for the journey. 

No fooner was the king alone, than his temper, more 

cautious than fanguine, fuggefted very different views 

of the matter, and reprefented every difficulty and dan

ger, which could occur. He reflected, that, however 

the world might pardon this fally of youth in the prince, 

they would never forgive himfelf, who, at his years, and 

after his experience, could entru:fl: his only fon, the heir 

of his crown, the prop of his age, to the difcretion of 
foreigners, without fo much as providing the frail fecu

rity of a fafe conduct in his favour: That if the Spanilh 

monarch were fincere in his profeffions, a few months 

mufl: finilh the treaty of marriage, and bring the Infanta 
into England; if he were not fincere1 the folly was fiill 

more egregious of committing the prince into his hands: 
'I'hat Philip, when pofTefTed of fo invaluable a pledge, 
might well rife in his demands, and impofe harder con

ditions of treaty: And that the temerity of the enter-

m Clarendon, vol, i. p. 111 u. 

prize 
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prize was fo apparent, that the event, how profperous fo- c H A P 
Id · a·f · d "f d"r: n._ • XLIX. ever, cou not JUn:I y Jt; an 1 11aurous, It would~ 

render himfelf infamous to his people, and ridiculous to 16z3. 
all pofieri ty n. 

ToRMENTED with thefe reflections, as focin as the 
prince and Buckingham returned for their difpatches, he 
informed them of all the reafons; which had determined 
him to change his refolution; and he begged them to 
defifi from fo foolilh 'an adventure. The prince received 
the difappointment with forrowfuJ fubmiffion and :filent 
tears : Buckingham prefumed to fpeak in an imperious 
tone, which he had ever experienced to be prevalent over 
his too eafy m alter. He told the king; that nobody for 
the future would believe any thing he faid, when he re ... 
traCl:ed fo foon the promife fo folemnly given; that he 
plainly difcerned this change of refolution to proceed 

, from another breach of his word, in communicating the 
matter to fome rafca1, who had furni!hed him with thofe 
pitiful reafons which he had alleged, and he doubted not 
but he iliould hereafter know who his counfellor had 
been; and that if he receded from what he had promifed; 
li: would be fuch a difobligation to the prince, who had 
now fet his heart upon the journey, after his majcfiy's 
approbation, that he could never forget it, nor forgive 
any man who had been the caufe of it 0 • 

THE king, with great earnefrnefs, fortified by many 
oaths, made his apology, by denying that he had com
municated the matter to any; and finding himfelf af
failed, as well by the boifrerous importunities of Buck
ingham, as by the warm intreaties of his fon, whofe 
applications had hitherto, 0!1 other occafions, been al
ways dutiful, never earnefr; he had again the weaknefs 
to affent to their purpofed journey. It was agreed that 

n Clarendon, vol. i. P• r 4• o Ibid. vol. i, P• Ji. 
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e H A P. Sir Francis Cottington alone, the prince's fecretary, and 
XLIX. Endymion Porter, gentleman of his bee-chamber, iliould 
~ h b" h .. 

1
6,3• accompany them; and t e former eug at t at tune m 

the anti-chamber, he was immediatel) called in by the 

'king's orders. 
J A.MES told Cottington, that he hal always been an 

honeft man, and therefore he was now :o truft him in an 

affair of the highefl: importance, which he was not, upon 

his life, to difclofe to any man whatwer. " Cotting

" ton;" added he, " here is baby Cha-Ies and Stenny,'' 
(thefe ridiculous appellations he ufmlly gave to the 
prince and Buckingham) " who have a great mind to 
" go pofi into Spain, and fetch home the Infanta: They 

" will have but two more in their company, and have 

" chofen you for one. What think yru of the journey ?" 
Sir Francis, who was a prudent mar, and had refided 

fome years in Spain as the king's agen·, was ftruck with 
all the obvious objections to fuch m enterprize, and 
fcrupled not to declare them. The ring threw himfelf 

upon his bed, and cried, I told you t]is before; and fell 

into a new paffion and new-iamentatons, complaining 
that he was undone, and fhould lofe b•by Charles. 

THE prince fhowed by his countemnce, that he was 
extremely diifatisfied with Cottingto1's difcourfe; but 
Buckingham broke into an open p~ffion againft him. 
The king, he told him, afked him ony of the journey, 

and of the manner of travelling ; part:iculars, of which 

he might be a competent judge, havi.tg gone the road [() 

often by poft; but that he, V(ithout being called to it, 
had the prefumption to give his advi:e upon matters of 
ftate and againft his m after, which re lhould repent ai 
long as he lived. A thoufand other nproaches he added, 
which put the poor king into a newagony in behalf f>f 
a fervant, who, he forefaw, would ftffer for anfwering 

__him honeftly.,.' Upon which he faid vith fome emotion; 
Nah 
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Nay, by God, ~fenny, you are much to blame for ufing him C H A P• 

fo .: He anfc»erd me direllly to the quejlion which I ajked ~ 
him, and very 7onejlly and wifely ; and ;·et, you know, he J6za. 

faid no more thm I told you before he was called in. How-
ever, after all 1his paffion. on both fides, J ames renewed 
his confent; md proper directions were given for the 

journey. Norwas he now at any lofs to difcover, that 
the whole intri~ue was originally contrived by Bucking_ 

ham, as well ;s purfued violently by his fpirit and im• 
petuofity. 

THESE circJmfrances, which fo well charatlerife the 
perfons, feem t> have been related by Cottington to lord 
Clarendon, fr<m whom they are here tranfcribcd ; and 
though minute are not undeferving of a place in hifiory. 

THE prince and Buckingham, with their two attend-
ants, and Sir Richard Graham, mafier of horfe to 
Buckingham, .>affed difguifed and undifcovered through 
France; and they even ventured into a court-ball at 

Paris, where C1arles faw the princefs Henrietta, whom he 
afterwards efp~ufed, and who was at that time in the • 
bloom of yoU1h and beauty. In eleven days after their 
departure fron London, they arrived at Madrid; and 7th M~rcb. 

• The pnnce'l 
furpnzed ever)-body by a fiep fo unufual among great journey to 

princes. TheSpanilh monarch immediately paid Charles Spain._ 

a vifit, expreffcl the utmofi gratitude for the confidence 
repofed in him: and made warm protefiations of a cotte-
fpondent confilence and friendlhip. By the moft ftu .. 
died civilities, he fuowed the refpect which he bore to 

his royal guef. He gave him a golden key, which 
opened all his apartments, that the prince might, with-
out any introd1Cl:ion, have accefs to him at all hours: 
He took the le~t hand of him on every occafion, except 
in the apartme1ts affigned to Charles; for there, he faid, 
the prince wa: at home: Charles was introduced into 

the palace wih the fame pomp and ceremony that at-
K 3 tends 
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c H A P. tends the kings of Spain on their coronation: The coun'>" 
XLIX. bl' .1 b h' h k' h' J....--y---1 cil received pu tc oruers to o ey un as t e mg 1m-

l623. felf: Olivarez too, though a grandee of Spain, who 
h'as the ri o-ht of beinl)' covered before his own king, would 

0 .::> 

not put on h!s hat in the prince's prefence P : All the 
prif,m s er Spain were thrown open, and all the prifoners 
received their freedom, as if the event, the moft honour:
able and mofr fort~nate, had happened to the monarchy q• 

·• And every fumptuary law with regard to apparel was fuf .. 

pended during Charles's reiidence in Spain. The In
fanta, however, was only lhown- to her lover in public; 
the Spani!h ideas of decency being fo frrict, as not to 
allow of any farther iptercourfe, till the arrival of the 
difpenfation r o I • 

THE point of honour wa~ carried fo fa~ by that gene• 
rous people, that no attempt was made, on account of 
the advantage which they had acquired, of impofing any 
harder conditions of treaty: Their pious zeal only 
prompted them, on one occafion, to defire more con· 
ceffions in the religious articles; but, upon the oppo-
1ition of Brifrol, accompanied with iome reproaches, 
they' immediately dcfifred. ~'he Pope, however, hear
ing of the prince's arrival in 1\Iadrid, tacked fome new 
claufes to the difpenfation s ; and it became neceffary to 
tr~:mfmit the articles to Lopdon, that the king might ra
tify them. This treaty, which was made public, con
fifted of feveral articles, chiefly regarding the exercife of 
the catholic religion by the Infanta and her houfehold. 
Nothing coulJ reafonably be found fault with, except 

~ one article, in which the king promifcd, ~hat the chil
dren fhould be educated by the princ:efs, till ten years of 
age. This condition fOuld not be infifi:ed on, but with 
~ view of feafoning their minds ~ith catholic principles; 

P Franklyn, p. 73• *!. de t :~, r· 74· 
• ~u1hworth, vel, i, p. 77• 11 Idem, vol. i, P• 84. 

and 
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·and though fo tender an age feemed a fufficient fecurityC H A P. 
XLIX. 

againfr theological prejudices, yet the fame reafon, which -v--' 
made the pope infert that article, lhou1d have induced 1 6'-3• 

.the king to reject it. 

BEsiDES the public treaty, there were feparatc arti

cles, privately [worn to by the king; in which he pro .. 

mifed to fufpend the penal laws enacted againft catholics, 

to procure a repeal of them in parliament, and to grant 

a toleration for the exercife of the catholic religion in 

private houfes 1
• Great murmurs, we may believe, 

would have arifen againfr thefe articles, had they been 

made known to the public; fince we find it to have been 
imputed as an enormous cr1me to the prince, that, having 

received, about this time, a very civil letter from the 
pope, he was i.nduced to return a very civil an[wer u. 

MEANWHILE Gregory XV. who granted the difpen
f~tion died; and Urban VIII. was chofen in his place. 
U p0n this event, the nunci? refufe~ to deliver the dif

penfation, till it fhould be renewed by Urban ; and that 
c_rafty pontiff delayed fending a new difpenfatio.'l, in 

popes, that, during the prince's refidence in Spain, fome 
expedient might be fallen upon to effect his converfion. 

The king of England, as well as the prince, became im

patient. On the firfr hint, Charles obtained permiffion to 

return; and Philip grac~d his departure wich all the cir

cumna:nces of elaborate civility and refpeCl-, which had at

tended his reception. fie even erected a pillar, on the fpot 

where they took 'eave of each other, as a monument of 

mutua1 friendihip; and the prince, having fworn to the 
obfervance of all the articles, entered on his journey, and 

embarked on board the Englifh. fleet at St. A~dero. 

The character of Charles, compofed of decency, re

ferve, modefty, fobriety; virtues fo agreeable to the mary-:-

t Franklyn, p. So. Rufuworth, vol. i. p. 8g. Kennet, P• 769, 

u Rufuworth1 vol, i, P• Sz, Franklyn, P• 77• 
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C H A P. ners of the Spaniards; the unparalleled confidence, which 
XLIX. d . h . . h . 11 '---v----1 he had repofe m t e1r natwn; t e romantic ga antry, 

1 62 3• which he had pra8ifed towards the princefs; all thefe 
circumfrances, joined to his youth and advantageous
figure, had endeared him to the whole court of Madrid, 
and had impreffed the mo!t favourable ideas of him x. 

But, in the fame proportion, that the prince was beloved 
and efieemed, was Buckingham defpifed and hated. His 
behaviour, compofed of Englilh familiarity, and French 
vivacity; his fallies of paffion, his indecent freedoms 
with the prince, his diffolute pleafures, his arrogant, im
petuous temper, which he neither could, nor cared to 
difguife; qualities like thefe, could, mofi of them, be 
eftettmed no where, but to the Spaniards were the objeCl:s 
of peculiar averfion r. They Could not conceal their 
furpriz:e, that fuch a youth could intrude into a .negotia
tion, now conduC:l:ed to a period, by fo accomplilhed a 
minifrer as Brifl:ol, and CQuld affume to himfelf all the 
merit of it. They lamented the Infanta's fate, who mufl: 
be approached by a man, whofe temerity feemed tote
fpeCl: no laws, divine or human z. And when they ob
ierved, that he had the imprudence to infult the Conde 
duke of Olivarez, their prime minifier; every one, who 
was ambitious of paying court to the Spanilh, became 
defirous of iliowing a contempt for the Engli{h favourite. 

7HE duke of Buckingham told Olivarez, that his 
own attachment to the Spanilh nation and to the king of 
Spain was extreme; that he would contribute to every 
meafure, which could cement the friendlhip between 
England and them ; and that his peculiar ambition 
would be to facilitate the prince's marriage with the In
fanta. But, he added, with a fincerity equally infolent 
and indifcreet, With regard to you, Sir, in particular, you 
mujl not tonjider me as yqur friend, but mt1f ever expell 

x Franklyn, p. 8o. Rufbworth. vol. i. p. 103. 

1 lbid, vol. i, p. 101. z Clarendon) vol. i, p. 36. 
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from me o/1 pojjible enmity and oppojition. The Conde duk,e C H A p. 

1. d . h b . d. . b h ·11· 1 XLIX. rep 1e , wtt a ecommg tgmty, t at e very WI mg y '--.r---' 
accepted of what was proffered him : And on thefe terms 1613• 

the favourites parted a. 

BucKINGHAM, fenfible how odious be was become to 
the Spaniards, and dreading the influence, which that 

nation would naturally acquire after the arrival of the 
Infanta, rcfol ved to employ all his credit, in order to 

prevent the marriage. By what arguments he could en

gage the prince to offer fuch an infult to the Spanilh na

tion, from whom he had met with fuch generous treat
ment, by what colours he could difguife the ingratitude, 

and imprudence of fuch a meafure; thefe are totally un

known to us. We may only conjecture, that the many 
unavoidable caufes of delay, which had fo long pr~v~nted 
the arrival of the difpenfation, had afforded to Bucking

ham a pretence for throwing on the Spaniards the imputa

tion of infincerity in the whole treaty. It alfo appears, 

that his impetuous and domineering charaCter had acqui

red, what it ever after maintained, a total afcendant over 
the gentle and modeft temper of Charles; and, when the 
prince left Madrid, he was firmly determined, notwi thftand

ing all his profeffions, to break off the treaty with Spain. 

IT is not likely, that Buckingham prevailed fo eafily 

with James to abandon a projeCt, which, during fo many 
years, had been the object of all his willies, and which 

he had now unexpectedly conduCted to a happy period b. 

A rupture with Spain, the lofs of two millions, were 

profpeCl:s little agreeable to this pacific and indigent mo

narch. But finding his only fon bent againft a match, 
which had always been oppofed by his people and his 

parliament, he yielded to difficulties, which he had not 

courage or ftrength of mind fufficient to overcome. The 

a Ru!hwortb, vol. i. P• IOl• Clarendon~ vol. i. P• 37• 
b Hackcfs Life of Williams. 
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c H A P. prince therefore, and Buckingham, on their arrival ~t 
XLIX. · i h d" n.. f h . . ~ London, affumed enttre y t e I reeL IOn o t e negotiatiOn; 
f623. and it was their bu!inefs to feek for pretences, by which 

they could give a colour to their intended breach of treaty. 
THOUGH the reftitution of the Palatinate had ever 

been confidered by James as a natural or necdfary con
. fequence of the Spanifh alliance, he had always forbidden 
his minifters to infift on it as a preliminary article to the 

. conclufion of the marriage treaty. He confidered, that 
this principality was now in the hands of the emperor 

. and the duke of Bavaria; and that it was no longer in 
the king of Spain's power, by a fingle firoke of his pen, 
to reftore it to its antient mail:er. The firitl: alliance 
of Spain with thefe princes would engage Philip, he 
thought, to foften fo difagreeable a demand by every 

. art of negociation; and many artiCles muft of neceffity 
~ J:>.e ~djufied, before fuch an important point could be 
e.!fetled. It was fufficient, in J ames's opinion, if the 
fincerity of the Spanifh court could, for the prefent, b;e 
afcertained; and, dreading farther delays of the marriage, 
fo long wilhed for, he was refolved to truft t~e Palatine's 
full reftoration to the, event of future counfels and delibe
rations c. 

THIS whole fyftem of negotiation, Buckingham now 
reverfed; and he overturned every fuppofition, upon 
vhich the treaty had hitherto been condueled. After 

many fruitlefs artifices were employed to <;lelay or prevent 
the efpoufals, Brifiol received po!itive orders not to deli
ver the proxy, which had been left in his hands, or to 
finifh the marriage, till fecurity were given for the full 
refiitution of the Palatinate n. Philip underfiood this 

. language. He had been acquainted with the difguft r~
t:eived by Buckingham; and deeming him a man capabl.e 

c Pari. Hift. vol. vi. p. 57• 
tl Rufhworth 1 vel. i, p. 105. - Kennet1 P• 776. 

of 
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of fc1crificing, to his own ungovernable paffions, the greateft c H A P. 

"nterefrs of his mafrer and of his country, he had expect-~ 
ed, that the unbounded credit of that favourite would be 16z3. 

I d b .1 h . D . d Marriag~ emp oye to em rot t e two natwns. etermme , treaty 

however, to throw the blame of the rupture entirely on broken 

the Englilh, he delivered into Brifiol's hand a written 
promife, by which he bound himfelf to procure the re· 
ftoration of the Palatine, either by perfuafion, or by every 
other poffible means; and, when he found that this con
ceffion gave no fatisfaCl:ion, he ordered the Infanta to lay 
afide the title of princefs of '\Vales, which !he bore after 
~he arrival of the difpenfation from Rome, and to drop 

the fiudy of the Englilh language e. And thinking that 
fuch rafh counfels, as now governed the court of Eng
iand, would not flop at the breach of the marriage treaty, 
he ordered preparations for war immediately to be made, 
throughout all his dominions r. 

' T!fUS James, having, by means inexplicable from the 
ordinary rules of politics, conducted, fo near an honour• 
~ble period, the ~arriage of his fon and the refioration of 
his fon-in-law, failed at lafi of his purpofe, by means 
equaTly unaccountable. 

. BuT' though the exredients, already ufed by Buck
ingham, were fufficiently inglorious, both for himfelf 
and for 'the nation; it was neceffary for him, ere he could 
fully effeCl: his purpofe, to employ artifices fiill more dif
honourable. 

THE king, having broken with Spain, was obliged to 16
14

• 

concert new meafures ; and, without the affifiance of 
parliament, no effeCl:ual fiep of any kind could be taken. 
The benevolence, which, during the interval, had been 
rigoroufly exaCted for recovering the Palatinate, though ' 
levied for fo popular an end, had procured to the king 

e Franklyn, p. So. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 11::1.. 

~ Rufltworth, vol. i. p. JJ4• 
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c H A P. lefs money than ill-will from his fubjeCts &'. Whatevtr 
~ difcouragements, therefore, he might receive from his ill 

16z4. agreement with former parliaments, there was a neceffity 
A p:ulia- f r. · h" ffi bl cl · · h ment. o tummomng once more t 1s a em y: an , It mtg t 

be hoped, that the Spani£h alliance, which gave fuch 

umbrage, being abandoned, the commons would now be 
better fatisfied with the king's adminiftration. In his 

fpeech to the houfes~ J arnes dmpped fome hints of his 
29th Feb. caufes of complaint againfl: Spain; and he gracioufly 

condefcendcd to a!k the advice of parliament, which he 
had ever before rejected, with regard to the conduct of 
fo important an afFair as his fon's marriage h. Bucking

ham delivered, to a committee of lords and commons, 

a long narrative, which he pretended to be true and 
complete, of every frep taken in the negociations with 
Philip: But partly by the fuppreffion of fome faCl:s, 

partly by the falfe colouring laid on others, this narra· 
tive was calculated entirely to miflead the parliament, 
and to throw on the court of Spain the reproach of arti· 

£ce and infincerity. He faid, that, after many years' 
negotiation, the king found not himfelf any nearer his 
purpofe ; and that Brifiol had never brought the treaty 
beyond general profeffions and declarations : That the 
prince, doubting the good intentions of Spain, refolved 
at lafi to take a journey to Madrid, and put the matter 
to the utmoft trial : That he there found fuch artificial 
dealing as made him conclude all the freps taken towards 
the marriage to be falfe and deceitful : That the refii-. 

r; To /how by what violent meafures benevolences were u{ually rai{ed, John

ll<>ne tells us, in hi1 Rerum Britannicarum hi.floria, that Barnes, a citizen of 
London, was the £rfr who refufed to contribute any thing ; upon which, the 

treafurer fent him word, that he mull: immediately prepare l1imfelf to carty 

by poll: a di(patch into Irehnd. The citizen was glad to make his peace by 

paying a hundred pounds; and no one durfi: afterwards refufe the benevo

lence required. See farther, Coke, p. So. 

Ja Frllnklyn, P•79· RWhwo1th, vol. i. p. ns. Kennet, p. 77S. 
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tutiort of the Palatinate, which had ever been regarded c H A P. 
• n-. • l 1. . XLIX. 

by the kmg as an enentla pre 1mmary, was not ferioufly ~ 
intended by Spain: And that, after enduring much bad 1614. 

ufage, the prince was obliged to return to England, with-
out any hopes, either of obtaining the Infanta, or of re-
ftoring the Elector Palatine h. 

THIS narrative, which, confidering the importance of 
the occafion, and the folemnity of that affembly, to which 
it was delivered, deferves great blame, was yet vouch
ed for truth by the prince of Wales, who was prefent; 
and the king himfelf lent it, indirectly, his authority, 
by telling the parliament, that it was by his orders Buck
ingham laid the whole affair before them, The conduB: 
of thcfe princes it is difficult fully to excufe. It is in vain 
to plead the youth and inexperience of Charles ; unlefs 
his inexperience and youth, as is probable i, if not cer
tain, really led him into error, and made him fwallow 
all the faHities of Buckingham. And though the king 
was here hurried from his own meafures by the impetuo
fity of others; nothing fhould have induced him to pro .. 
ftitute his character, and fcem to vouch the impofi:ures, 
at leaft falfe colourings, of his favourite, of which he 
had fo good reafon to entertain a fufpicion k. 

BucKINGHAM's narrative, ho\vever artfully difguifed, 
contained fo many contradiCtory circumftances as were 
fufficient to open the eyes of all reafonable men; but it 
c~ncurred fo well with the paffions and prejudices of the 
parliament, that no fcruple was made of immediately 
adopting it 1• Charmed with having obtained .at length 

h Franl::.lyn, p. ll9, 901 91, &c. Ru!hworth, v.ol. .i. p. I 19, 120, &c, 
Part:Hitt. vol. vi. P· zo, 2 J1 &c. 

i See note [M] at the end of the volume. 

k It mult, however, be c:onfe!Ted, that the king 2fterwards warned the 

houfe not to take Buckingham's narrative for his, though it was laid ~fore 

them by his order. Parl. Hilt. vol. vi. p. 104. James was probably- a!ha• 
~ed to have been carried fo far by his f.avourite. 

1 Parl. Hi!t. \'Ol , vi. p. 7 5• 

the 
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c H ~r P. the opportunity, fo long wiilied for, of going to war with 
~:..:._, papifi:s, they little thought of future confeq uences ; but 

J6l4· immediately advifed the king to bretlk off both treaties 
with Spain, as well that which regarded the marriage, 
as that for the refi:itution of the Palatiqate m. The 
people, ever greedy of war, till they fuffer by it, dif
played their triumph at thefe violent meafures by public 
bonfires and rejoicings, and by infults on the Spanifh 
rninifl:ers. Buckingham was now the favourite of the 
public and of the parliament. Sir Edward Coke, in the 
houfe of commons, called him the Saviour of the nation n. 

Every place refounded with his praifes. And he himfelf, 
intoxicated by a popularity, which he enjoyed fo little 
time, and which he fo ill deferved, violated all duty to his 
indulgent mafter, and entered into cabals with the puri
tanical m~mbers, who had ever oppofcd the royal autho
rity. He even encouraged fchemes for aboliihing the 
order of biihops, and felling the dean and chapter lands, 
in order to defray the expences of a Spanifh war. And 
the king, though he frill entertained projects for tempo
rizing, and for forming an accommodation with Spain, 
was fo borne down by the torrent of popular prcj udices, 
conducted and encreafed by Buckingham, that he was at 
laft obliged, in a fpeech to parliament, to declare in fa
vour of hoft:ile meafurcs, if they would engage to fupport 
him 0

• Doubts of their fincerity in this refpeB:; doubts 
which the event fhowed not to be ill grounded; had 
probably been one caufe of his former pacific and dilatory 
rneafures. · 

IN his fpeech on this occ<~fion, the king began with 
lamenting his own unhappinefs, that, having fo long valu
ed himfelf on the epithet of the pacific monarch, he ihould 

m Franklyn, p. g8. RuOtworth, vol. i. p. a8. P.ul. Hift. v I. vi. 
p. IC3• n Clatendon, vol. i, P• 6. o franklyn, p. 9·h 95• 
Ruthworth, vol. i, p. 129, lJO• 

6 · now, 
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now, in his old age, be obliged to exchange the bleflingr:C H A P 

of peace for the inevitable calamities of war. He repre-~ 
fented to them the immenfe and continued expence, re- 16z4. 

quifite for military armaments; and befides fupplies, from 
time to time, as they fhould become neceffary, he de-; 
manded a vote of fix fubfidies and twelve fifteenths, as 
a prcper frock before the commencement of hofi:ilities. 
He told them of his · intolerable debts, chiefly contracted 
by the fums remitted to the Palatine P; but he added,-
that he did not infifr on any fupply for his own relief, and 
that it was fufficient for him, if the honour and fecurity 
of the public were provided for. To remove all fufpi-
cion, he, who had ever ftrenuoufly maintained his prero-
gative, and who had even extended it into fome points 
efi:eemed doubtful, now made an imprudent conceffion, of 
which the confequences might have proved fatal to royal 
authority: He voluntarily offered, that the money voted 
fhould be paid to a committee of parliament, and fhould 
be iffued by them, without being intrufi:ed to his manage-
ment q. The commons willingly accepted of this con-
ceffion, fo unufual in an Engli!h monarch ; they voted 
him only three fubfidies and three fifteenths r : and they 
took no notice of the complaints, which he made, of his 
own wants and neceflities. 

AnvANT AGE was alfo taken of the prefcnt 'good agree ... 
ment between the king and parliament, in order to pafs 
the bill again!! monopolies, which had formerly been 
encouraged by the king, but which had failed by the 
rupture between him and the la{t houfe of commons. 
This bill was conceived in fuch terms as to re 1der it 
merely declaratory; and all monopolies were condemned, 
as contrary to law and to the known liberties of the peo
ple. It was there fuppofed, that every fubjeCl: of Eng ... 

P Sec note [N] at the end of the volume. 1 Rulhwcrth 1 vol. i. 
!'• 137· r Leli than 3:o1ooo pounds. 

land 



t44- HISTOlt Y OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. land had entire power to difpofe of his own aCtions, 

~provided he did no injury to any of his fellow-fubjeCts; 

J6~tf· and that no prerogative of the king, no power of any 

rnagiftrate, nothing but the authority alone of laws, 

could reftrain that unlimited freedom. The full profe

cution of this noble principle into all its natural confe
quences, has at laft, through many contefts, produced 

that fingular and happy government, which we enjoy at 

prefent '· 
THE houfe of commons alfo corroborated, by a new 

precedent, the important power of impeachment, which, 
two years before, they had exercifed, in the cafe of chan
cellor Bacon, and which had lain dormant for near two 

centuries, except when they ferved as inftruments of 
royal vengeance. The earl of Middlefex had been rai

fed, by Buckingham's intereft, from the rank of a Lon
don merchant, to be treafurer of England ; and, by his 

:tcHvity and addrefs, feemed not unworthy of that pre

ferment. But, as he incurred the difpleafure of his pa

tron, by fcrupling or refufing fome demands of money, 
during the prince's refidence in Spain, that favourite 
vowed revenge, and employed all his credit among the 
common's to procure an impeachment of the treafurer. 
The king was extremely diifatisfied with this rneafure, 

and prophefied to the prince and duke, that they would 

live to have their fill of parliamentary profecutions t. In 
a fpeech to the parliament, he endeavoured to apologize 

for Middlefex, and to foften the accufation againft him u. 

The charge, however, was frill maintained by the com

mons; and the treafurer was found guilty by the peers, 

though the mifdemeanors, proved againft him, were nei
ther numerous nor important. The accepting of two 
prefents of five hundred pounds a-piece, for paffing two 

s See note [OJ at the end of the volume, 

u Parl. Hift. vol. vi. P• 19, 

5 

t Clarendon, vol. i. p. :3. 
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patents, was the article of greateil: weight. His fentence C H A P. 
· b fi d d r . XLIX. was, to e ne so,ooo poun s 10r the king's ufe, and .__....,,.._._) 

to fuffer all the other penalties formerly inflicted upcn x6.:.+· 

Bacon. The fine was afterward ~ remitted by the prince, 
when he mounted the throne. 

THts feffion, an addrefs was alfo made, very difagrcc
able to the king, craving the fevere c,~ccution of the 
laws againfl: catholics. His anfwer was gracious and 
condefcending w; though he declared againfl pcrfecution, 
as being an improper meafure for the fupprcffion of <1ny 
religion, according to the received maxim, That the blood 

if the martyrs u:as the feed of tbe clmrch. He alfo con
demned an entire indulgence of the catholics; and fecm
ed to reprcfent a middle ccUI fc, a:; the mofr humane and 

rnofl: politic. He went fo far as C'.'en to affirm, with an 
oath, that he never had entertained any thoughts of 
granting a toleration to thcfc rei:g:o ... ifts "· The liberty 

of exercifing their worfhip jn pri·;Clte houfcs, which he 
had fecretly agreed to in the Sp;mi!h treaty, did not c.p
pear to him deferving that name; ar.d it ,.._,;:s probably hy 
means of this explication, he t!10ught that he had faved his 
honour. And as Buckingham, in his n:1rrative Y, con
felled, that the king had agreed to a temporary fufpenfion 
of the penal laws againfr the Catholics, which he diflin

gui!hcd from a toleration, a term <'.t that time cxtrea1cly 
odious, James na~urally deemed his meaning to be fuf
ficicntly explained, and feared not any reproach of[, lfe-

hood or duplicity, on account of this affevcration. After : 9thi.1.Jy.: 

all thefe tranfactions, . the parliament was prorogued by 
the !cing, who let fall fomc hints, though in gentle term.s, · 
of the fenfe which he entertained of t!1cir unkindnefs, m 
not fupplying his nece!Iities z. 

w Fran dyn, p. To I, 102. x See farther; Fr.mklyn, p. 87, '1 Pa:I. 
Hi!l. vol.\ 1, p. 37• z Franklyn, p. 103, 
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C H. ~, P. J AMES, unable to refifl: ro ftrong a combinatiqn as 
~ that of his people, his parli<ment, his fon, and his fa-

J£24• vourite, had been compelld to embrace meafures, for 
which, from temper as wd as judgment, he had ever 
entertained a mofl: fettled a\erfion. Though he diffem
bled his refentme.nt, he begm to eftrange himfelf from 
Buckingham, to whom he afcribed all thofe violent 
counfels, and whom he corfidered as the author, both 
of the prince,.s journey to SpLin, and of the breach of the 
marriage treaty. The arri1al of Brifiol he impatiently 
longed for; and it was by de affiftance of that minifter, 
whofe wifdom he refpeCl:ed, .nd whofe views he approved, 
that he hoped iri time to ext.ticate himfelf from his prefent 
difficulties. 

Return of 
Bnftol. 

DuRING the prince's abole in Spain, that able nego. 
ciator had ever oppofed, dough unfuccefsfully, to the 
impetuous meafures fuggeft1d by Buckingham, his own 
wife and well tempered crunfeis. After Charles's de
parture, he fl:ill, upon the firll: appearance of a change of 
refolution, interpofed his adrice, and ftrenuoufly infifted 
on the fincerity of the Spatiards in the conduct of the 
treaty, as,.well as the advan.tages, which England mufl: 
reap from the completion o~ it. Enraged to find, that 
his fuccefsful labours fhould be rendered abortive by the 
levities and caprices of ar. infolent minion, he would 
tmderftand no hints; and nothing but exprefs orders 
from his mafier could engage him to make that demand, 
which, he was fenfible, mufl: put a final period to the 
treaty. He was not thenfore furprifed to hear, that 
Buckingham had declared limfelf his open enemy, and, 
on all occafions, had throw.a out many violent reflections 
againft him. 

NoTHING could be of ~reater confequence to Buck
ingha n, than to keep Brifi:ol at a difianct. both from the 
king and the parliament; let the power of truth, enforced 

by 
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by fo well-informed a fiY.aker, fhould open fccnes, which c X~I~. P. 

were but fufpeCl:ed by th! former, and of which the latter "'---v---1 
had as yet entertained ro manner of jealoufy. He ap- 16"'4• 

plied therefore to J am{S, whofe weaknefs, difguifed o 
himfelf under the appeatance of fineffi: and diffimulation, 
was now become abfolttely incurable. A warrant for 
fending Brifiol to the T<Wer was iffued immediately upon 
his airival in England h; and though he was ioon re-
leafed from confinemen:, yet orders were earned hitn 
from the king, to retire b his country feat, ana to abftain 
from all attendance in parliament. He ob'"'yed ; but 
loudly demanded an owortunity of jufl:ifying himfeJf, 
and of laying his whole .:onduCl: before his mafter. On 
all occafions, he proteft<d his innocence, and threw on 
his enemy the blame of erery mifcarriage. Buckingham, 
and, at his infiigation, the prince, declared, that they 
would be reconciled to B-iftol, if he would but acknow-
ledge his errors and ill-ondutl:: But the fpirited noble-
man, jealous of his homur, refufed to buy favour at fo 
high a price. James ha<. the equity to fay, that the in-
fifting on that conditim was a firain of unexamp1ed 
tyranny: But Buckingh:m fcrupled not to affert, with 
his ufual prefumption, that neither the king, the 
prince, nor himfelf, we-e as yet fatisfied of Briftol's 
innocence c. 

WHILE the attachmert of the prince to Buckingham, 
while the timidity of J anes, or the lhame of changing 
his favourite, kept the wwle court in awe; the Spanilh 
ambaffador, Inoiofa, endelvoured tp open the king's eyes, 
and to cure his fears, by hftilling greater fears into him. 
He privately flipped into 1is hand a paper, and gave him 
a fignal to read it alone. He there told him, that he 
was as much a prifon.er a1 London as ever Francis I. was 

b Rulhworth, vol. i. P• 14!- c Id, vol. i. p. %59• 
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c H A P. at Madrid ; that the prince and Buckingham had con
t XL'"~ fpired together, and had the whole court at their devo-

1624. tion ; that cabals among the popular leaders in parlia
ment were carrying on to the extreme prejudice of his 
authority; that the project was to confine him to fome 
of his hunting feats, and to commit the whole admini
ftration to Charles ; and that it was neceffary for him, 
by one vigorous effort, to vindicate his authority, and to 
puniih thofe who had fo long and fo much abufed his 
friendilii p and beneficence d. 

WHAT credit J ames gave to this reprefentation does 
not appear. He only difcovered fome faint fymptoms, 
which he infiantly retraCted, of diffatisfatl:ion with Buck

Rupture ingham. All his public meafures, and all the alliances 
with Spain. into which he entered, were founded on the fyfiem of 

enmity to the Au!hian family, and of war to be carried 
on for the recovery of the Palatinate. 

THE fiatcs of the United Provinces were, at this time, 
governed by Maurice; £nd that afpiring prince, fenfible 

that his credit would languiili during peace, had, on the 
expiration of the twelve years' truce, renewed the war 
with the Spanilh monarchy. His great capacity in the 
military art would hav~ compenfated the inferiority of 
his forces, had not the Spaniili armies been command
ed by Spinola, a general equally renowned for conduCt, 
and more celebrated for enterprize and activity. In fuch 
a fituation, nothing could be more welcome to the re
public than the profpe8 of a rupture between J ames and 
the catholic king; and they flattered themfel ves, as well 
from the natural union of interefts between them and 
England, as from the influence of the prefent conjuntl:ure, 
that powerful fuccours would foon march to their relief. 
Accordingly, an army of fix thoufand men was levied in 

• n ulh worth, vol. i. P• '44· Hacket's Life of Williams, Coke, P· I07· 

England, 



J A M E S I. 

England, and fent over to Holland, commanded by four c H A P. 

young noblemen, Effex, Oxford, Southampton, and Wil-~ 
loughby, who were ambitious of difiinguilhing them- 16:a4. 

felves in fo popular a caufe, and of acquiring military 
experience under fo renowned a captain as Iv1aurice. 

IT might reafonably have been expected, that, as reli- Treatv with 

gious zeal had made the recovery of the Palatinate appear France. 

a point of fuch vafl: importance in England; the fame 
effect mufl: have been produ ed in France, by the force 
merely of political views and confiderations. \Vhile 
that principality remained in the hands of the houfe of 
Aufiria, the French dominions were furrou!l'ied on all 
fides by the pofieffions of that ambitious family, and 
might be invadetl by fuperior forces from every quarter. 
It concerned the king of France, therefore, to prevent 
the peaceable efl:ablilhment of the emperor in his new 
conquefi:s; and both by the fituation and greater p wer 
of his fiate, he was much better enabled than James to 
give fuccour to the difirefied Palatine e. But though 
thefe views efcaped not Louis, nor cardinal Richlieu, who 
now began to acquire an afce1.dant in the French court; 
that minifier was determined to pave the way for his en-
terprizes by firfi fubduing the Hugonots, and thence to 

proceed, by mature counfels, to humble the houfe of 
Aufhia. The profpect, however, of a conjunB:ion with 
England was prefcntly embraced, and all imaginable 
encouragement was given to every propofal for conci .. 
Hating a marriage between Charles and the princefs 
Henrietta. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the fenfible experience, which 
James might have acquired of the unfu/mountablc anti
pttthy, entertained by his fubjeB:s, againfl: all alliance 
with Catholics, he frill perfevercd in the opi11ion, that 

Cl ~c:e CollecHon of State Papers by the Earl of Clarendon, p. 393• 
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c H A P. his fon would be dcgt aded by receiving into his bed a 
XLIX. • '- 1 n· A{i h '---v---' pnn fs of lefs ttt:m roya extrat:.uon. ter t e rupture, 
J6z4. therefore, w;th Spain, nothing remained but an alliance 

with France; and to that court he immediately ap!Jlied 
himfelf r. The fame allurements had not here pl.tce, 
which had fo long entangled him in the Sl-'anifh negoci
ation: The portion promifed ·was much inferior; and 
the peaceable refioration of the Palatine could not thence 
be expeCted. But Jamrs was afraid left his fon fhould 
be altogether difappointed of a bride; and therefore, as 
foon as the French king demanded, for the honour of 
his crown, the fame· terms which had been granted to the 
Spanifh, he was prevailed with to comply. And as the 
prir.ce, during his abode in Spain, had given a verbal 
promife to allow the Infanta the education of her chil
dren till the age of thirteen, this article was here in
ferted in the treaty; and to that imprudence is gene
rally imputed the prefent diftrefred condition of his pof
terity. The court of England, however, it muft be 
confeffed~ always pretended, even in their memorials 
to the French court, that all the favourable conditions, 
granted to the catholics~ were inferted in the marriage 
treaty merely to pleafe the pope, and that their ftritl: 
execution was, by an agreement with France, fecretly 
~ifpe~fed with g. 

As much as the conclufion of the marriage treaty was 
acceptable to the ~ing, as much were all the military en
terprizes difagreeable, both from the extreme difficulty 
of the undertaking in which he was engaged, and from. 
~is own incapacity for fuch a fcene of aCtion. 

DuRING the Spanifh negociation, Heidelberg and 
Manhei~ had been ~aken by the Imperial forces; and 

f Rulhwo~th, vol: i, P• rs~, 
\h~ volume, 

g See note (P] at the end of 

Frankendale1 
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Frankemlale, though the garrifon was entirely Englilh, c H ~ P. 
1 r , b f, d t: h f . XLL •• was c.o1e1y e.1ege uy t em. A ter reiterated remon- o.......-y-.... 

firances from Ja.I.es, Spain interpofed, and procured a t6~f. 
fufp · fion of arms dun1\, eighteen months. But as 
Frankendale was thP only place of Frederic's anc1ent 
dominions, whic:h was Hill in his hand ~ , Ferdmand, 
defirous of withd,.awing his forces from the PalatJnaL:e, 
and of leaving that frate in fecurity, was unwi ling that 
fo important a fortrefs fhot Id remain m the pofiC1iion of 
the enemy. To compromife all differeuces, it was agreed 
to fequefrrate it in the hands of the Infanta as ~1. neutral 
perfon; upon conditiOn that, after the expiration of the 
truce, it !hould be delivered to Frederic ; though peace 
1hould not, at that time, be concluded between him and 
Ferdin.:;.•1d i, After the unexpected rupture with Spd.tn, 
the Infanta, when J ames demanded the execution of tne 
treaty, offered him peaceable poffeffion of Frankendale, 
and even promifed a fafe conduct for the garnio 1 through 
the Spanifh Netherlands: But there was fome territory 
of the empire inteFpofed between her frate and the Pala-
tinate; and for paffage over that territory, no Lerrns we.e 
fiipulated k. By this chicane, which certainly had not 
been employed, if amity with Spain had been p1efe1 vrd, 
the Palatine was totally difpoffeffed of his patrimon1al 
dommions. 

THE Englilh nation, however, and James's warlike 
councd, were not <llicouraged. It was fiill J'"t~. rmin~a to 
reconquer the Palatinate; a ftate lying in tbc mi It of 
Germany, pollt:ffed enr1rely y the Emperor and duke of 
Bavaria, furrounded by potent enemies, J.nd cut off tl o'u 
all eo 1municacion with England. Coun .. lviansi'elut M .. .,~~-- ~ ' 

was taken into pay; and an EngliL.'l army of r .,ooo !Out fxp~d1 t10 • 

and 200 horfe was levied by a ge .... eral prefs throughout 

1 Rutbworth, vol. i, p, 74• k !dem, ibid. p. 15f• 
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c H A P. the kinadom. Durino- the negociation with France, vafi: 
XLIX. 0 0 

. , . 
~ prorr.ifes had been maJe, though m general t.rms, oy 

x6:4. the French mi1 ifl:ry; not only that a free paflage fhould 
be granted to the En,:;lifh tro p., hut that powerful fuc
cours !hould alfo join them in th-ir much towards the 
Palatinate. In E ngland, all thefe profcflions were hafl:ily 
interpreted to be pofiti•;e engagerr.eni.s. The trO'lps under 
Mansfeldt's command we1e embarked at Dover~ but, 

Pecember. upon f..tiling m·er to Calais, found no orders yet arrived 
for their adm!ffion. After waiting in va;n during fome 
time, they were obliged to fail towards Zealand ; where 
it had alfo been negleCled to concert proper meafures for 
their Jiiem:)<i.rkation; and fome fcruples arofe among the 
S~atcs en account of the fcarcity of provifions. Mean

\vhile, a pdtilential diltemper crceped in among the Eng
Ji{h f..xces, fo long cooped up in narrow vefTels. Half 
the army died vvhile on board; and the other half, 
weakened by ficknefs, appeared too fmall a body to march 

16:5• into the Palatinate 1• And thus ended this ill-concerted 
and fruitlefs expedition; the only difafl:er which hap

pened to England, during the profperous and padfic reign 

of James. 

THAT reign was now drawing towards a conclufion. 

\Vith peace, fo fuccefsfully cultiv~ted, and fo paffionately 
loved by this monarch, his life" alfo terminated. This 
fpring he v,ras feized with a tertian ague; and, when en• 
couraged by his courtiers with the common proverb, that 
fuch a difremper, during. that feafon, was health for a 

king, he replied? that the proverb was meant of a young 
king. After fome fits, he found himfelf extremely weak
ened, and fent for the prince, whom he exhorted to bear 

a tender affeClion for his wife, but to prcfcrve a con
:fbncy in religion; to protect the church of England; and 

to 
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to extend his care towards the unhappy family of the c H A P. 

W . h cl d h d h' XLIX. Palatine m. 1t ecency an courage, e prepare tm- 1..--...,....-J 

felf for his end ; and he expired on the 27th of March, 16zs . 
Dea•h et the 

;1fter a reign over England of twenty-two years and fome king. 

days; and in the fifty-ninth year of his age. I is reign 
over Scotland was almofr of equal duration vith his life. 
In all hifrory, it would be difficult to find a reign lefs 

illufrrious, yet more unfpotted and unblernilhed than that 
of J amcs in both kingdoms. 

No prince, fo little enterprifing and fo inofFenfivc, was His charac. 
ter, 

ever fo much expofcd to the oppofite extremes of calumny 
and flattery, of fa tire and panegyric. And the faCl.ions, 
which began in his time, being frill continued, have 
made his character be as much d;fputed to this day, as is 
~ommonly that of princes who are our contemporaries. 
!Vlany virtues, however, it mufi be owned, he was pof
feffed of; but fcarce any of them purt>, or free from the 

contagion of the neighbouring vices. His generofity 
bordered on profufion, his ]earning on pedantry, his pa
cific difpofition on puiillanimity, his wifdom on cunning, 

his friendlhip on light f:wcy and boyifh fondnefs. vVhile 
he imagined that he was only maintaining his o\vn autho
rity, he may perhaps be fufpected, in a few of his actions, 
and frill more of his pretenfions, to have fomewhat en
croached on the liberties of his people: While he endea
voured, by an exaB: neutrality, to acquire the good will 
of all his neighbours, he was able to preferve fully the 
efieem and regard of none. His capacity was confider

able; but fitter to difcourfe on general maxims than to 
conduct any intricate bufincfs: His intentions were ju:ft; 
but more adapted to the conduct of private life, than to 
the government of kingdoms. Aukward in his t:crfon, 

~nd ungainly in his manners, he was ill qualified to com-

m Ruihworth, vol. i. P• r 55• 

m and 
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c H A P. mand refpett , partial and undifcerning in his afFections, 
~he was little itted to acquire general love. Of a feeble 

z6:s. temper more than of a frail judgment: Expofed to our 
ridicule from his vanity; but exempt from our hatred by 
his freedom :rom pride and arrogance. And upon the 
whole, it ma! be pronounced of his character, that all 
his qualities Nere fullied with weaknefs 2.nd embellilhed 
by humanity. Of political courage he certainly was de
fiitute; and tlence chiefly is derived the :!hong prejudice, 
which prevail~ againfr his perfonal bravery: An inference, 
however, which mufl: be owned, from general experience, 
to be extreme y fallacious. 

HE was ony once married, to Anne of Denmark, who 
died on the 3~ of March 1 6 I 9, in the forty-fifth year of 
her age; a woman eminent neither for her vices nor her 
virtues. She lo\'ed lhows and expenfive amufements; 
but poffeffed little tafre in her pleafures. A great comet 
appeared abotit the time of her death ; and the vulgar 
efteemed it the prognoftic of that event. So confiderable 
in their eyes a·e even the mofi: infignificant princes. 

HE left onlv one fon, Charles, then in the twenty-fifth 
year of his a~e; and one daughter, Elizabeth, married 
to the elector Palatine. She was aged twenty nine years. 
Thofe alone r~mained of fix legitimate children born to 
him~ He never had any illegitimate; and he never dif
covered any te.1dency, even the fmalleft, towards a paffion 
for any miftre1s. 

THE archb:lhops of Canterbury during this reign were, 
Whytgift, wh) died in 1604; Bancroft, in 16ro; Ab
bot, who futvived the king. The chancellors, lord 
Ellefmore, w!o refigned in I 6 I 7 ; Bacon was firft lord 
keeper till I 619 ; then was created chancellor, and was 
difplaced in :621 ; Williams, bilhop of Lincoln, was 
created lo.rd leeper in his place. The high treafurers 

were the earl cf Dorfet, who died in 1609 i the earl of 
Sali!bury, 
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Salifbury, in 1612; the earl of Suffolk fined and difplaced c H A P. 
XLIX. 

for bribery in 1618; lord Mandeville, refign(d in 1621; ~ 

the earl of Middlefex, difplace.d in 1624; the earl of 1615· 

Ma1lborough fuccecded The lord admiral; were, the 
earl of Nottingham, who rcfigned in 1618; th~ earl, after-
wards duke of Buckingham. The fecretaries of fl:ate 
were, the earl of Salifbury, Sir Ralph Winwmd, Nanton, 
Calvert, lord Conway, Sir A1bertus Moreton 

'THE numbers of the houfe of lords, in the firfl parlia
ment of this reign, were feventy-eight te~oral peers. 
The numbers in the firfl: parliament of Olarles were 
ninety-feven. Confequently James, during that period, 
created nineteen new peeragrs above thofe that expired. 

THE houfe of commons, in the firfr parlianent of this 
reign, conlifred of four hundreu and fi..i(ty-even mem
bers. It appears, that four boroughs revivec their char
ters, which they !lad formerly neglected .\nd as the 
firfl: parliament of Charles conlifled of four lundred and 
ninety four members, we may infer that Janes created 
ten new boroughs. 
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A p p E N D I X 

T 0 THE 

REIGN OF JAMES I.* 

Civil government of E11gland during this period
Ecclfjiaflical government--Manners--Finances 
--Navy-Commerce-- Manujaf!ttres-
Colonies--Learning and arts. 

I T may not be improper, at this period, to make a 
paufe: and to take a furvey of the ftate of the king

dom, with regard to governn1cnt, manners, finances, 
arms, trade, learnino-. Where a juft notion is not form
ed of thefe parfculars, hiftory can be little in£huB:ive, 
and often will ::>t be in·dJigible. · 

WE may f.1fely pronounce, that the Englifh govern- Civil go· 

ment at the acceffion of the Scottiil1 line was much vcrnmentof 
' ' Eng~nd. more arbitrary, than it is at prefent; the prerogative lefs 

limited, the liberties of the fubjetl: lefs accurately defined 
and fecured. Without mentioning other particulars, the 
courts alone of high commiffion and ftar·chamber were 

• This hillory of the hou(e of Stuart was written and publifhed by the au

thor before the hiftory of the hou(e of Tudor. Hence it happens that fume 

paffages, particularly in the prefent Appendi:'t, may fe~m to be repet:tions of 

what was formerly delivered in the reign of Elizabeth, The au~hor, in ot

cer to obviate this objetlion, h~s cancelled fome few patTage$ in the foreg:oing 
<h<~pters, 

1 fufficicnt 
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Appendix. fufficient to lay the whole kingdom at the mercy of the 
'---y-J . 

pnnce. 

THE court of high commiffion had been erected by 
Elizabeth, in confequence of an act of parliament, palTed 
in the beginning of her reign: By this act, it was thought 
proper, during the great revolution of religion, to arm 
the fovereign with full powers, in order to difcourage and 
fupprefs oppofition. All appeals from the inferior eccle
:fiafl:ical courts were carried before the high comrniffion; 
and, of confequence, the whole life and doctrine of the 
clergy lay directly under its infpeCl:ion. Every breach of 
the act of uniformity, every refufal of the ceremonies, 
was cognizable in this court; and during the reign of 
Elizabeth, had been punilhed by deprivation, by fine, 
confifcation, and imprifonment. J ames contented him
felf with the gentler penalty of deprivation; nor was that 
punilhment infliCted with rigour on every offender. Arch
bi{hop Spotfwood tells us, that he was informed by Ban· 
croft, the p1irnate, feveral years after the king's acceffion, 
that not above forty-five clergymen had then been depri
ved. All the catholics too were liable to be punifued by 
this court, if they exercifed any aet of their religion, or 
fent abroad their children or other relations, to receive 
that education, which they could not procure them in 
their own country. Popilh priefrs were thrown into pri
fon, and might be delivered over to the law, which pu
nilhcd them with death; though that feverity had been 
fparingly exercifed by Elizabeth, and never almoft by 
J ames. In a word, that liberty of confcience, which we 
fo highly and fo jufrly value at prefent, was totally fup· 
prefied; and no exercife of any religion, but the efrabli!h
ed, was permitted throughout the kingdom. Any word 
or writing, which tended towards herefy or fchifm, was 
puni{hable by the high commiffioners or any three of 
them : They alone were judges what expreffions had that 

2 tendency: 
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tendency: They proceeded not by information, but upon Appendix. 

rumour, fufpicion, or according to their difcretion : They '--y---J 

adminifiered an oath, by which the party cited before 
them, was bound to anfwer any quefi:ion, which lhould 
be propounded to him: Whoever refufed this oath, though 
he pleaded ever fo j ufily, that he might thereby be brought 
to accufe himfelf or his dearefr friend, was punilhable by 
imprifonment: And in fuort, an inquifitorial tribunal, 
with all its terrors and iniquities, was ereB:ed in the king-
dom. Full difcretionary powers were befiowed with re-
gard to the enquiry, trial, fentence, and penalty inflicted; 
excepting only that corporal punilhments were reftrained 
by that patent of the prince, which eretl:ed the court, 
not by the aB: of parliament, which empowered him. 
By reafon of the uncertain limits, which feparate eccle-
fiaflical from civil caufes, all accufations of adultery ancl 
incefi: were tried by the court of high commiffion; and 
every complaint of wives againfr their hufbands.was there 
examined and difcuffed 0 • On like pretences, every 
caufe which regarded confcience, that is, every caufe, 
could have been brought under their jurifdiction. 

BuT there was a fufficient reafou, why the king would 
not be folicitous to firetch the j urifdiction of this court : 
The fiar-chamber poffefied the fame authority in civil 
matters; and its methods of proceeding were equally 
arbitrary and unlimited. The origin of this court was 
derived from the moll remote antiquity P; though it is 
pretended, that its power had firft been carried to the 
greateft height by Henry VII. In all times, ho~ever, 

o Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 20::>. 

P Rufuworth, vol. ii. p. 473• In Chambers's cafe it was the unanimo~a 
opinion of the tourt of Kmg's Bench, that the court of ftar-chlmter wa 

nut derived from the ftatute of Heary VII. but was a court many ye~rs be
fore, and one of the moll: high and honourable courts of juft;ce. See Coke's 
rep. term. Mich. 5 Car, I. See furt)ler Camden's Brit, vol. i. introd. p, "54• 
Edit, of Gibfon. 

it 
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. Append:X'. it is confeffed, it enjoyed authority; and at no time was 

~its authority circumfcribed, or method of proceeding di-

recred, by any hw or fiatute. 
WE have had already, or £hall have fufficient occa~ 

fion, during the courfe of this hifiory, to mention the 

difp nflng power, the pov;·er of imprifonment, of exaCt

ing loans q and benevolence, of preffing and quartering 

foldiers, of altering the cufl:oms, of eretl:ing monopolies. 

Thefc branches of power, if not diretl:ly oppofite to the 

principles of all free government, mufr, at leafr, be ac

knowledged dangerous to freedom in a monarchical con

fiitution, where an eternal jcaloufy mufr be preferved 

againfl: the fovereign, and no difcretionary powers muft 

ever be entrufied to him, by which the property or per .. 

fonal liberty of any fubjeB: can be affetled. The kings 

of England, however, had almofr confiantly exercifed 

thefe powers; and if, on any occafion, the prince had 

been oblig;ed to fubmit to laws enatled againfr them, he 

had ever, in praCtice, eluded thcfe laws, and returned to 

the fame arbitraq' adminifiration. During almofr three 

centuries before the acceffion of J ames, the regal autho

rity, in all thefe particular~, had never once been called 

in qudtion. 
WE may alfo obferve, that the principles irt general 

which prevailed during that age, were fo favourable to 

monarchy, that they beftowed on it an authority almoft 

abColute and unlimited, facred and indefeafible. 
THE meetings of parliament were fo precarious; their 

feffions fo fhort, compared to the vacations; that, when 

men's eyes were turned upwards in fearch of fovereign 

power, the prince alone was apt to firike them as the only 

pc1 manent magifirate, invefied with the whole majefiy 

and autnority of the fiate. The great complaifance too 

q During feveral centuries, no reign had paired withoct fome forced loans 

from the fubjt:Ct. 
of 
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of par1iaments, during fo long a p'eriod, had extremely Appendix. 

oegraded and obfc:ured thofe aifemblies ; and as all in-~ 
fiances of oppolition to prerogative mufr have been drawn 

from a remote age, they were unknown to a great many, 

and had the Iefs authority even with thofe, who were 
acquainted with them. Thefe examples, befides, of li-
berty had commonly, in ancient times, been accompanied 
with fuch circumfrances of violence, convulfion, civil 
war, and diforder, th:at they prefented but a difagreeable 
idea to the inq uifitive part of the people, and afforded 
fmall inducement to renew fuch difmal fcenes. By a 
great many, therefore, monarchy, fimple and unmixed, 
was conceived to be the government of England; and 
thofe popular aifeniblies were fuppofed to form only the 

ornament of the fabric, withot1t being, in any degree, 

eifential to its being and exifrencc r. 'The prerogative of 

the crown was reprefented by lawyers as fomething real 
and durable; like thofe eternal eifences of the fchoois, 

which no time or force could alter. The fanB:ion of re-

ligion was, by clivines, called in aid ; and the monarch 
of heaven was fuppofeJ to be iriterefied in fupporting the 
:iuthority of his ec1rthly vicegerent. And though it is 
pretended, that thefe doB:rines were more open I y incul-
cated and more ftrenuoufly infified on during the reign of 
the Stuarts, they were not then irtven.ted ; and wcr;:! only 
found by the court to be more neceifary at that period; 
by rearon of the oppofite dothines, which began to be 
promulgated by the puritanical party s. 

·IN confequence of thefc exalted ideas of kingly autho
iity, the prerogative, be fides the articles of j urifditl:ion, 

founded on precedent, was, by many fuppofed to potTefs 
, art inexhaufiiblc fund of latent powers, which might be 

exerted Oil any emergence. In ·every government, necef
fity; when real, fuperfedes all laws, and levels alllimi-

r See note [Q__J ;\t the end of the volurn~. 
enJ of the volume:. 

VoL. VI. M 

s See note [R] at the 

tations; 
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Appendix. tations: But, in the Englilh government, convenience 

~alone w:1s concei\'ed to authorize any extraordinary aCt 

of regal power, and to render it obligatory on the people. 

Hence the ftriB: <,bedience required to proclamations, du

ring all p~riods of the Engliili hifi:ory; and, if James has 

incurred blame on account of his ediCts, it is only becaufe 

he too frequently ifTued them at a time, when they began 

to be lefs regarded, not hccaufe he firfi: ;1Ifumed or ex

tended to an unufual degree that exercife of authority. Of 

his maxims m a parallel cafe, the following is a pretty 

remarkable infbnce. 

QuEEN Elizabeth had appointed commiffioners for 

the infpetl:ion of prifons, and had befi:owed on them full 

dikretionary p~wers to adjuft all differences between pri

foncrs and their creditors, to compound debts, and to 

give liberty to fuch debtors as they found honefl, and 

infolvent. From the uncertain and undefined nature of 

the Englifh conftitution, doubts fprang up in many, that 

this commiffion was contrary to law; and it was repre

fented in that light to Jame_s. He forcbore therefore 

renewing the commiffion, till the fifteenth of his reig~; 

when complair.ts rofe fo high, with regard to the abufes 

pracrifed in prifons, that he thought himfelf obliged to 

overcome his fcruplcs, and to appoint new commiffioners, 

invefl:ed with the fame difcretionary powers which Eli

zabeth had formerly conferred u. 

UPoN the whole, we muft conceive that monarchy, 

on the acceffion of the houfe of Stuart, was poffeffed of 

a very extenfive authority: An aurhority, in the judg· 

rnent of all, not exaCtly limiteJ ; in the judgment of 

fame, not limitable. But, at the fame t1me, this au

thority was founded merely on the opinion of the 

people, influenced by ancient precedent and example. 

It was not fupported either by money or by force of arms. 

And, for this rcafon·, we need not wonder that the 
' 

11 Rrmer, tom. xviil. p. u 7• 59 l• 

princes 



i. 
princes of that line were fo extremely jealous of their AppPndix. 

prerogative ; being fenfible, that, when thofe claims "-y--J 

were ravifued from them, they pofiefTed no inflti"cncc, by 
which they could maintain their dignity, or fupport the 
laws. By the changes, which have fince been introduced, 
the liberty and indep~ndence of individuals has been ren-
dered much more fu!l, intire, and fecure; that of the 
public more uncertain and precarious. And it fecms 
a necefTary, though perhaps a melancholy truth, th;J.t, in 
every government, the magifrratc mufl: either pofTefs a 
large revenue and a military force, or enjoy fome difcrc-

tionary powers, in order to execute the bws, and fupport 
his own authority. 

WE have had occafion to remark, in fo nnny in- Ecdcli?.!E

:frances, the bigotry which prevailed in that abo-e, that we cal govern-
m~nt. 

can look for no toleration among the different fcB:s. 'I\\'O 
Arians, under the title of heretics, , v;ere puni!hed by 
fire during this period; and no one reign, fince the re
formation, had been free from like barbarities. Stov:c 
fays, that thefe Arians were offered their pardon at the 
fiake, if they would merit it by a recantation. A mad
tnan, who called himfelf the Holy Ghofr, was, without 
any indulgence for his frenzy, condemned to the fame 
punifhment. Twenty pounds a month coulc, by lav.·, 
be levied on every one, who frequented not the cfra
bliihcd worfuip. This rigorcus bw, however, had one 
indulgent claufe, that the fines exacted fhould not eX-
ceed two-thirds of th~ yearly income of the pcrfon. It 
had been ufual for Elizab~th to allow thofe penalties to 
run on for feveral years; and to levy them all at once, 
to the utter ruin of fuch catholics as bad incurred her 
difplcafure. J ames was more humane in this, as in every 
other refpect. The Purit,ms formed a feet, ·which fc

cretly lurked in the church, but pretended not to any 
feparatc worfuip or difcipline. A:: ~ttcmpt of that kind 

.l\1 2. would 
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Aopendix:. would have been univerfally regarded as the moft unpar .. 
"--y--J donable enormity. And had the king been difpofed to 

grant the Puritans a full toleration for a feparate exercife 
of their religion, it is certain, from the fpirit ?f the 
times, that this feet itfelf would have defpifed an<l hated 
him for it, and would have reproached him with luke. 
warmnefs and indifFerence in the caufe of religion. They 
maintained, that they themfelves were the only pure 
church ; that their principles and praCtices ought to be 
efiablilhed by law; and that no others ought to be tole
rated. It may be quefiioned, therefore, whether the 
adminifiration at this time could with propriety deferve 
the appellation of perfecutors with regard to the Puri
tans. Such of the clergy, indeed, as refufed to comply 
with the legal ceremonies, were deprived of their livings, 
and fometimes, in Elizabeth's reign, were otherwife 
punilhed: And ought any man to accept of an office or 
benefice in an eftablilhment, while he declines compli
~nce with the fixed and known rules of that efiabli!h
ment? But Puritans were never punilhed for frequent
ing feparate congregations; becaufe there were none 
fuch in the kingdom; and no proteftant ever affumed or 
pretended to the right of eretting them. The greatefr 
well-wifhers of the puritanical feet would have con
demned a practice, which in that age was univerfally, 
by ftatefmen and ecclefiafiics, philofophers and zealots, 
regarded as fubverfive of civil fociety. Even fo great a 
reafoner as lord Bacon, thought that uniformity in reli
gion was abfolutely neceffary to the fupport of govern
ment, and that no toleration could with fafety be given 
to feB:aries w. Nothing but the imputation of idolatry, 
which was thrown on the catholic religion, could jufiify, 
in the eyes of the Puritans themfclves, the fchjfm made 

by the Hugonots and other protefi~nts, who lived in po1 
pifh countries. 

w Sec his eff.ty De unitate mlejia-. 
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IN a11 former ages, not whoily excepting even thofe Appenili • 

of Greece and Rome, religious fects and herefies and~ 
fchifms, had been efreemed dangerous, if not pernicious 
to civil government, and were regarded as the fource of 
faCl:ion, and private combination, and oppofition to the 
Jaws a. The magifrrate, therefore, applied himfelf di-
rectly to the cure of this evil as of every other; and very 
naturally attempted, by penal fratutes, to fupprefs thofe· 
feparate communities, and puniili the obfrinate innova-
tors. But it was found by fatal experience, and after 
fpilling an ocean of blood in thofe theological quarrels, 
that the evil was of a peculiar nature, and was both en-

flamed by violent remedies, and diffufed itfelf more ra-
pidly throughout the whole fociety. Henc~, though late, 
arofe the paradoxical p1 inciple and falutary practice of 
toleration. 

THE liberty of the prefs was incompatible with fuch 
maxims and fuch principles of government, as then pre
va·led, and was therefore quite unknown in that age. 
Btfides employing the two terrible courts of !tar-chamber 
and high commiffion, whofe powers were unlimited ; 
Qteen Elizabeth exerted her authority by tefhaints upon 

the prcfs. She paffed a decree in her court of fbr-cham
ber, that is, by her own will and pleafure, forbidding 
any book to he printed in any place but in London, Ox
ford, and Car.1bridgc x : And another, in which lhe 
prohib:ted, under fevere penalties, the publi!hing of any 
book or pamphlet agairljl the form or meaning of any t·e-

_flraint or ordinance, contained, or to be contained, iil anyjla

tute or laws of this re.?lm, or in any injzmllion made or fit forth 
by her majejly or her privy-council, or againjl the true Jenfe 
er meaning of any letters patmt, commij]irms or prohibitions 
under the g1·eat feal of England Y. J ames extended the 
t~une penalties to the importing of fuch books from 

a See Cicrro de leg.b•Js, x oz8tn of EliZlb:!th. Sec St:l'e Trials. Sir 
~-~~~c . t Knig.h:l;;, vol. vii. cd~t. 1. Y Rymrr, tom. xvii, p. 521.. 

~1 3 abroac!. 
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Appendix. abroad z. And to render thefe edicts more effeetuai, he 

~afterwards inhibited the printing of any book without a 
licence from the archbi!l:op of Canterbury, the archbi

fhop of York, the biiliop of London, or the vice-chancel

lor of one of the univerfities, or of fome perfon appointed 

by them a. 

IN tracing the coherence among the fyfiems of mo

dern theology, we may obferve, that the doetrine of ab

folutc decrees has cv· r been intimately conneCted with 

the enthufiafiic fpirit; as that doctrine affords the high

eft fubjetl: of joy, triumph, and fecurity to the fuppofcd 
eleCt, and exalts then, by infinite degrees, above the 

reft of man!(il)d. All the fi:-il: reformers adopted thefe 

principles; and the J anfenifis too, a fanatical feel: in 

France, not to mention the Mahometans in Afia, have 

ever embraced them. As the Lutheran efiablifhments 

were fubjetl:ed to epifcopal j urifditl:ion, their enthufiaftic 

genius gradually decayed, and men had leifure to perceive 
the abfurdity of fuppofing God to punilh, by infinite 

torments, what he himfelf, from all eternity, had un

changeably decreed. The king, though, at this time, his 
Calvinifiic education had rivetted him in the doClrine of 

abfolute decrees, yet, being a zealous partizan of epif

copacy, was infenfibly engaged, towards the end of 

his reign, to favour the milder theology of Arminius. 

Even in fo great a doCl:or, the genius of the religion pre

vailed over its fpeculati ve tenets; and with him, the 

whole clergy gradually dropped the more rigid principles 

of abfolute reprobation and unconditional decrees. Some 

noife was, at firft, made about thefe innovations; but 
being drowned in the fury of faCl:ions and civil wars' 
which enfued, the fcholaftic arguments made an infig

nificant figure amidft thofe violent difputes about civil 

and ecclefiafiical power, with which the nation was agi-: 

z Id,_ibid. a Rymer, tom, xvii, P• 616, 

tated. 
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tated. And at the refl:oration, the church, though lhe Appendix. 

Hill retained her old fubfcriptions and articles of faith,~ 
was found to have totally changed her fpeculative doc-
trines, and to have embraced tenets more fuitable to the 
genius of her difcipline and worlhip, without its being 
poffib1c to affign the precife period, in which the altera-
tion was produced. 

IT may be worth obferving, that J ames, from h!s great 
defire to promote controverfial divinity, ereCted a college 
at Chelfea for the entertainment of twenty perfons, who 
fuould be entirely employed in refuting the papirts and 
puritans u. All the efforts of the great Bacon could not 
procure an efrablilhment for the cultivation of natural 

philofophy: Even to this day, no focicty has been infl:i-
, tuted for the polifuing and fixing of our language. The 

only encouragement, which the fovereign in England 

has ever given to any thing, that has the appearance of 
fcicnce, was this lhort-lived efl:ablifhment of James; an 

inftitution quite fuperfluous, confidering the unhapi)Y 
propenfion, which, at that time, {o univerfa!ly poffeflcd 
the nation for polemical theolo~y. 

THE m:mners of the nation were agreeable to the Manners. 

monarchical government, which prevailed ; and con-
tained not that ftrange mixture, which, at prefcnt, difrin-
guilhes England from all other countries. Such violent 

extremes were then unknown, of. induftry and debauch-
ery, frugality and profufion, civility and rufl:icity, fana-
ticifm and fcepticifm. Candour, fincerity, mouelly are 

the only qualities, which the Engl i{h of that uge potieffed 
in common with the prefent. 

HIGH pride of family then prevailed; and it was by a 
dignity and ftatelinefs of behaviour, that the gentry and 
nobility difringuilhed themfclvcs from the common people. 
Great riches, acquired by commerce, were more rare, 

b Kennet, p. 685. Camden's Brit. vol. i, P• 370. G;bfon's dit. 

M 4 ;md 
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Appendix. and had not, as yet been able to confound all ranks of 
~men, and render money the chief foundation of difiinc

tion. Much ceremony took place in the common inter.· 
courfe of life, and little familiarity was indulged by the 
great. The advantages, which refult from opulence,, 
are fo folid ~nd real, that thofe who are po!fcffed of them 
need not dread the near approaches of their inferiors. 
The difiintl:ions of birth and title) being more empty an~ 

imaginary, foon vaniih upon familiar accefs and acquaint ... 

ance. 
THE expences of the great confifi:ed in pomp an.d 

:Ibow, and a numerous retinue, rather that) in conveni
~nce and true ple·~Jure. The earl of Nottingham, in. 
~1is embafTy to Spain, was attended by 500 pcrfons: T~e 
~arl of Hertford, in that tc;> Bruifels, carried 300 gentle
men along with him. Lord Bacon has rcm·uked, that 

~he Engliih nobility, in hi.s time, maintained a larger 
retinue of fervants than the nobility of any other nation, 
~xcept, perhaps, the Polanders c. 

CIVIL honours, which now hold the fidt p~ace, were, 
at that time, fubordinate to the military. The young 

gentry and nobility were fond of difiinguifhing themfelves 
by an'!ls. The fury of duels too prevailed more than at 
any time before or fince <~. This was the turn, that the 

~omantic chivalry, for which the nation was formerly fo 
renowned, had lately taken, 

' LIBERTY of commerce between the fexes was in
dulged ; but without any licentioufncfs of manners. The. 
court was very little an exception to this obfervation. 
J ames had rather entertJined an averfion and contempt 

for the females ; nor were thofe young courtiers, of 
whom he was fo fond, able to break throuah the e!l:a-. • . .b 

blilh.ed manners of the nation. . 

' Tr-I.E fidl fedan chair, feen in England, was in this 
~cign, and was ufcd by the duke of Buckingham; to 

c rfl'ays 'Ce nroier. fin. imp. 
l!crben'~ Memoirs, ·~ ,, . 

the. 
\, ~ f .... 
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the great indignation of the people, who exclaimed, that Appendjx:. 

he wJs employing his fellqw-creatures to do the fervice ~ 
of beafis. 

THE country life prevails at prefent in England be
yond any cultivated nation of Europe; but it was then 
much more generally embraced by all the gentry. The 
encreafe of arts" pleafures, and focial commerce was jufl: 
beginning to produce an inclination for the fofter and 
more civili,zed life of the city. James difcouraged, as 

much as poffible, this alteration of manners. " He was 

" wont to be very earnefi," as lord Bacon tells us, 
" with the country gentlemen to go from London to 
~' their country feats. And fometimes he would fay 
" thus to them : Gentlemen, at London, you are like jhips 
'' in a fea, wbi~h jhow like notbing; hut, in your country 
" vi!lages, you are like jhips in a river, which look like 
" great things e." 

HE was not content with reproof and exhortation. As 
queen Elizabeth had perceived, with regret, the encreafe 
of London, and had refirained all new buildings by pro
clamation; J ames, who found that thefe edicts were not 
exaCtly obeyed, frequently renewed them; though a fl:riCl: 
~xecution feems frill to have been wanting. He alfo. 
~ffued reiterated proclamations, in imitation of his pre
~eceffor; containing fevere menaces againft the gentry, 
who lived in town f. This policy is contrary to that~ 
which has ever been pratlifcd by all princes, who !tu
died the encreafe of their authority. To allure the nobi
~ity to court; to engage them in expenfive pleafurcs or 

employments, which diffipate their fortune; to encreare 
~heir fubjection to minifi:ers by attendance; to weaken 

their authority in the provinces by abfence: Thefe have 

been the common arts of arbitrary government. Bu~ 

Jamcs, befides that he had certain I y laid no plan for ex-

e Apop,htht>gms, ~ Rymer, tom, xvii, p. 63z.1 .. 
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Appendix. tending his power, had no money to fupport a fplendid 
~court, or befl:ow on a numerous retinue of gentry and 

no ility. He thought too, that, by their living together, 
they became more fenfiblc of their own fl:rPngth, and 
were apt to indulge too curious refearches into matters of 
government. To remC'Jy the prefent evil, he was defi
rous of difperfing them into their country-feats; where, 
he hoped, they would bear a more fubmiffive reverence 
to his authority, and receive lcfs fupport from each other. 
But the contrary effect foon followed. The riches, 
amatfed during their refidcnce at home, rendered them 
indepenuant. The influence, acquired by hofpi ality, 

made them formidable. They would not be led by the 
court: They could not be driven: And thus the fyfiem 
of the Engli{h government received a total and a fudden 
a1 teration in the courfc of lefs than forty years. 

THE firfr rife of commerce and the arts had contri
buted, in preceding reigns, to fcatter thofe immenfe for
tunes of the barons, which rendered them fo formidable 
both to king and people. The farther progrefs of thefc 
advantages began, during this reign, to ruin the fmall 
proprietors of land g; and, by both events, the gentry, 
or that rank which compofcd the houfe of commons, en
larged their power and authority. The early improve

ments in luxury were feized by the greater nobles, whofe 
fortunes, pLcing them above frugality, or even calcu
lation, were foon diffipated in expenfive pleafures. Thefe 

improvements reached at ]aft all men of property; and 
thofe of flender fortunes, who, at that time, were often 

men of family, imit~ting thofe of a rnnk immediately 
above them, reduced themfelves to poverty. Their lands, 
coming to fale, fwelled the efiates of thofe, who poffdfed 
riches fufficient for the fafhionable expences; but who 

were not exempted from fome care and attention to their 
clomefiic reconomy. 

g Cabbala, p. 2.24, firft edit. 
I THE 
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THE gentry alfo of that age were engaged in no ex- Appendix. 

pence, except that of country hofpita1ity. .... No taxes~ 
were levied, no wars waged, no attendance at court ex-
peCled, no bribery or profufion required at cleClions h. 

Could human nature ever reach happinefs, the condition 
Qf the Englilh gentry, under f~ mild and benign a prince, 
might merit that appellation. 

THE amount of the king's revenue, as it :ltood in Finances. 

1617, is thus fiated i. Of crown lands, 8o,ooo pounds 
a year; by cufl:oms and new i~pofitions, near 190,ooo ; 
by wards and other various branches of revenue, bcfide 
purveyance, r8o,ooo. The whole amounting to 45o,ooo. 
The king's ordinary difburfements, by the fame. account, 
are faid to exceed this fum thirty-fix thoufand pounds k. 

All the extraordinary fums, which James had raifed by 
fubfidies, loans, fale of lands, fale of the title of baro-

net, money paid by the fiates, and by the king 6f France' 
benevolences, &c. were, in the whole, about two mil-
lions two hundred thoufand pounds. Of which the fale 
pf lands afford-.d feven hundred and feventy-five thou-
fand pounds. 'I'he extraordinary difburfements of the 
king amounted to two millions ; bcfide above four hun-
dred thoufand pounds given in pre[ents. V pon the whole, 
a fufficient reafon appears, partly from neceffary expences, 
partly for want of a rigid ceconomy, why the king, even 
early in his reign, was deeply involved in debt, and found 
great difficulty to fupport the government. 

h Men feem then to have been ambitious of reprdenting the cot:ntico, 
but c::.rele(s of the boroughs, A feat in the hou(e was, in itfelf, of fmJll 
importance: But the former became a point of honour among the geJiltl~

men. Jnurn. 10 Feb. 162.0, Towns, which had formerly ne..Ie~ted th:ir 
right of fending members, now began to claim it. Journ. 2.6 Feb. I6:q., 

i An abfiratt, or brief d ~clardtll'n of his 1\lajc!ly's revenue, w:th the af
fignations and def,dcations upon the fame. 

k The excefs was formerly greater~ as <~ppears by Sali!bury's account. 

~ee chap. 2., 

FARMERS, 
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Arpendix. FARMERS, not commiffioners, levieJ the cu!loms. It 
~ feems, indeed, requifite, that the former method 1hould 

always be tried before the latter ; though a preferable 

one. When men's own intereft is concerned, they fall 
upon a hundred expedients to prevent frauds in.the mer
chants; and thefe the public may afterwards imitate, in 
e!labliiliing proper rules for its officers. 

THE cuftoms were fuppofed to amount to five per cent. 
of the value, and were levied upon exports, as well as 
imports. Nay, the impofition upon exports, by Jarnes'1 

additions, is faid to amount, in fome few inflances, ;0 

twenty-five per cent. This praCtice, fo hurtful to in ... 
rlufiry, prevails frill in France, Spain, and mofl: countries 
of Europe. The cufioms in 1604,. yielded I2J,ooo 
pounds a-year 1 : They rofe to 19o,ooo towards the end 
9f the n;ign. 

INTEREST, during this reign, was at ten per cent. tiH 
1624, when it was reduced to eight. This high intere!t 
is an indication of the great profits and fmali progrefs of 
commerce. 

THE extraordinary fupplies granted by parliament, 
during this whole reign, amounted not to more than 
63c,ooo pounds; which, divided among twenty-one 
years, makes 30,000 pounds a-year. I do not include 

thofe fupplies, amounting to 3oo,ooo pounds, which 
were given to the king by his lafi parliament. The!"e 
\.Vere paid in to their own commiffioners ; and the ex
pences of the Sp::milh war were much more than fufficient 
to cxhaufl: them. The diHrdfeu family of the Palatine 
was a great burthen on Jamcs, during part of his reign. 
The king, it is pretended, poffdled not frugality, pro
portioned to the extreme narrowncfs of his revenue. 
Splendid equipages, how~ver, he did not afrcct, nor cofily 

{~~rniture, nor a luxurious table, nor prodigal miihefies~ 

l Journ. 21 May, 16~+• 
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His buildings too were not fumptuous; though the Ban- Appendi~ 
queting-houfe mufl: not be forgotten, as a monument '-.,._---J 

which does honour to his reign. Hunting was his chief 
amufement, the cheapefl: pleafure in which a king can 
indulge himfelf. His expences were the effects_of libera-
lity, rather than of luxury. 

ONE day, it is faid, while he was fbnding amid£1: 
fome of his courtiers, a porter paffed by, loaded with: 
money, which he was carrying to the treafury. The 
king obfervcd, th:1t Rich, afterwards earl of Holland, one 
of his handfome agreeable favourites, whifpered fame
thing to one fl:anding near him. Upon enquiry, he found, 
that Rich had faid, how happy would that money male me! 
Without hefitation, J ames befl:owed it all upon him, 
though it amounted to 3000 pounds. He added, You 
think yourfelf very hapj)y in obtaining fa large a finn; but I 
am more happy, in having an opportunity of obliging · a 
worthy man, whom I hve. The generofity of] amcs was 
more the refult of a benign humour or light fancy, th;za 
of reafon or judgment. The objects of it were fuch as 
could render themfelves a6reeable to him in his ioofe 
hours; not fuch as were endowed with great merit, or who 
poffcffed talents or popularity, which could frrengthen his 
interefl: with the pubiic. 

THE fame advantage, we may remark, over the peoplc
1 

which the crown formerly reaped from that interval be
tween the fall of the peers and ri {e of the commons, was 
now poffeffed by the people againft the crown, during the 
continuance of a like interval. The fovereign had already 
loft that independant revenue, by which he could fubfift 
w~thout regular fupplies from parliament; and he had not 
yet acquired the means of influencing thofe a!femblics. 
The effects of this fituation, which commenced with the 

accdlion of the houfe of Stuart, foon rofe to a great height, 

an& 
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ll.ppendix. and were more or lefs propagated throughout all the reigns 

~of that unhappy family. 

SuBSIDIES and fifteenths are frequently mentioned by 
hif::orians ; but neither the amount of thefe taxes, nor the 

method of levying them, had been well explained. It 

appe;1rs, that ~he fifteenths formerly correfponded to the 

nam<", and were that proportionable part of the move

ables m. But a valuation having b~en made, in the reign 

of Edward l1I. that va1 uation was always adhered to, 

and each town paid unalterably a particular fum, which 

the inhabitants themfelves a!feffed upon their fellow-ci

tizens. The fame tax in corporate towns was called a 

tenth; becaufe, there, it was, at firfr, a tenth of the 

moveables. 'l'he whole amount of a tenth and a fifteenth 

throughout the kingdom, or a fifteenth, as it is often 

more concifely called, was about 29,000 pounds n. The 

amount of a fubfidy was not invariable, like that of a 

fifteenth. In the eighth of Elizabeth, a fubfidy amcunted 

to I 2o,ooo pounds: In the fortieth, it was not above 

7S,ooo 0
• It afterwards fell to 70,000; and was conti

nually decreafing P. The reafon is eafily collected from 

the method of levying it. vVe may learn from the fub

fiJy bills q' that one fubfidy was given for four lhillings 

in the pound on land, and two £billings and eight pence 

on moveables throughout the counties; a confiderable tax, 

had it been firiB:ly levied. But this was only the ancient 

ftlte of a fubt!c!y. DJring the reign of James, there 

was not paid the twentieth part of that fum. The tax 

was fo far perfonal, that a man paid only in the county 

where he lived, though he lhould poffefs efiates in other 

counties ; and the affeffors formed a loofc cfiimation of 

his prop::rty, and rated him accordingly. To preferve, 

m Coke's Inll. beck iv. chap. i, of fifteenths, quinzins, n Id. fu'uli-

dies teTporary. 11 Journ. 11 July, t6xo, P Coke's Inl'f. 
book 1v, chap. i, fubfidies tempryrary. q See Statutes at large. 

however, 
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l10wever, fome rule in the efiimation, it fc·2ms to have Appendix. 

been the praCtice to keep an eye to former affdf.rncnts, and ~ 
to rate every man accorcing as his anceHors, or men of 

fuch an cfrimatcd proper y, were accufl:omed to pay. This 

was a fuffic~cnt reafon, why fubfidie~ could not cncrcafe, 

notwithfl:anding the great encreafe of money and 1 ifc of 

rents. But there was an evident reafon, why they conti-

nually decreafed. The favour, as is natural to fuppofe, ran 

always againfl: the crown; cfpecially during the latter end 

of Elizabeth, when fubfidics became numerous ~nd fre-

quent, and the fums levied were confidcrable, compared 

to former fupplies. The a!leflors, though accui1omed 

to have an eye to ancient efl:imations, were not bo:1;1d to 

obferve any fuch rule ; but might rate anew any p"rfcn., 
according to his prefent income. vVhcn rents fell, or 

parts of an efiate vvere fold off, the proprietor was fure to 
reprefent thefe Io!tes, and obtain a di ninution of hi fub-

fid y; but where rents ro e, or new lands were pu:"C. afcd, 

he kept his own fecret, an·l paid no more than formerly. 

The advantage, therefore of C\'ery change was taken 

againfr the crovvn; and the crown could obtain the ad-

vantage of none. And to make the matter worfc, the 

alterations, which happened in p:-opcrty during this age, 
were, in generJ.l unfavourable to th.! crown. The fmall 

proprietors, or twenty pound men, went continually to 
decay; and when their cf!:atcs were [wallowed up by 
a greater, the new purchafer encrcafed not his fubftdy. 

So loofe indeed is the w ole method of rating fubfidie , 

that the wonder was not how the tax f110ulJ continually 
dirninifh; but how it yielded any revenue at alL It be-
came at lafi fo unequal and uncertain, that the parl"a-

mcnt was obliged to change it into a land tax. 

THE price of corn, during this n:ign, and that of the 

other nccefl~tries of life, \vas no lower, or WJS rather 

higher, than at refcnt. By a proclamation of Jame~, 

efbbli!hing 
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efl:ablilhing public magazines, whenever wheat fell be1o\1t 
thirty-two £billings a-quarter, rye below eighteen, barley 

below fixteen, the commiffioners were empowered to 

purchafe corn for the magazineS' r. • Thefe prices then 

are to be regarded as low; though they would rather pafs 

for high by our prefent efrimatiOn. rrhe ufual bread of 

the poor was at this time made of barley s. The befl: 

wool, during the greater part of J arnes's reign, was at 

thirty-three £billings a tod t: At prefent, it is not above 

two-thirds of that value; though it is to be prefumed, 

that our exports in woollen goods are fomewhat encreafed. 

The finer manufaB:ures too, by the progrefs of arts and 

indufrry have rather diminiihed in price, notwithftand~ 

ing the great encreafe of money. In Shakefpeare, the 

hofrefs tells FaHl:aff, that the iliirts fhe bought him were 

holland at eight lhillings a-yard; a high price at this day, 

even fuppofing, what is not probable, that the bell: hol

]and at that time was equal in goodnt>fs to the beft that 

can now be purchafed. In like manner, a yard of velvet, 

about the middle of Elizabeth's reign, was valued at two 

and twenty lhillings. It appears, from Dr. Birch's life 

of prince Henry u~ that that prince, by contraCt with his 

butcher, payed near a groat a-pound throughout the year, 

for all the beef and inutton ufed in his family. Befides, 

we mufr confider, that the general turn of that age, wh eh 

no laws could prevent, was the converting of arable land 

into pafture: A certain proof that the latter was found 

more vofitable, and confequently that a11 butcher's meat, 

as well as bread, was rather higher than at prcfent. We 

have a regulation of the market with regard ta poultry 

and fome other articles, very early in Charles I.'s reign w; 

and the prices are high. A turkey cocK. tour ihillings and 

r Rymer, tom. xvii, P• 5i6. To the fame purpofc, fee alfv 2.1 Jac. vi, 

tap. :z.S, 
s Rymer; tom. xx. p. I 57· t ~ce a compendium or dialogue infected 

in the Memoirs of Wool, chap. 2.3. 

u P. 449• "' R ) tner, tom, xix. p. SlJ• 
8 fixpence 
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lixpence, a turkey hen three fhillings, a pheafant cock fix, Appenoix. 

a pheafant hen five, a partridge one £billing, a goo(e two,~ 
a capon two and fixpence, a pullet one and fixpence, a 
rabbit eight pence, a dozen of pigeons fix fhillings "· 
We mufl: confider, that London at prefent is more than 
three times more populous than it was at that time: A 
circum!tance, which much encreafes the price of poultry, 
and of every thing that cannot conveniently be brought 
from a difiance: Not to mention, that thefe regulations 
by authority are always calculated to diminilh, never to 
encreafe the market prices. The contractors for victual-
ing the navy were allowed by government eight pence a-
day for the diet of each man, when in harbour, feven 
pence halfpenny when at fea Y; which would fuffice at 
prefent. The chief difference in expence between that 
age and the prefent confifis in the imaginary wants of 
men, which have fince extremely multiplied. There z 

are the principal reafons, why J ames's revenue would 
go farther than the fame money in our time; though the 
difference is not near fo great as is ufuall y imagined. 

THE public was entirely free from the danger and ex- Arm~. 
pence of a fianding army. While James was vaunting 
his divine vicegerency, and boafiing of his high preroga-
tive, he poffeffed not fo much as a fingle regiment of 
guards to maintain his extenfive claims : A fufficient 
proof, that he fincerely believed his pretenfions to be well 
grounded, and a flrong prefumption, that they were at 
leafl: built on what were then deemed plaufible arguments. 

'X We may judge of the great grievance of purveyance by this circumftanCP, 
that the purveyorll often gave but fixp.:nc e for a dozen of pigeons, and twQ 

pence for a fowl. Journ. 25 May, 1626, 
y Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 441. et feq, 
z This vol11me was writ above twenty yrars before the prefent edition of 

1778. In that !hort period, prices have pe1haps rifcn mclfe, than during the 
preceding hundred and fifty, 

VoL. VI. N The 
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A;-pendix, The militia of England, amounting to 16o,ooo men a, 
~was the foie defence of the kingdom. It is pretended, 

that they were kept in good order during this reign h. 

The city of London proc~ned officers, who had, ferved 

abroad; and who taught the trained bands their exercifes 

in Artillery garden; a practice which had been difconti

nue:d fince 1588. All the counties of England, in emu

lation of the capital, were fond of !bowing a well-ordered 

and well-appointed militia. It appeared, that the natural 

propen!ity of men towards military ibows and exercifes 

wiil go far, with a little attention in the fovereign, to

wards exciting and fupporting this fpirit in any nation. 

The very boys, at this time, in mimickry of their elder~, 

inlifled themfelvcs vol~ntarily into companies, eletl:ed 

officers, and praetifed the difcipline, of which the models 

were every day expofed to their view c. Sir Edward 

Harwood, in a memorial compofed at the beginning of 

the fubfequent reign, fays, that England was fo unpro

vided with horfes fit for war, that 2000 men could not 

poffibiy be mounted throughout the whole kingdom"· 

At prefent, the breed of bodes is fo much improved, that 

almoit all thofe which are employed,-either i·n the plough, 

waggon, or coach, would be fit for that purpofe. 

THE diforders of Ireland obliged James to keep up 

1ome forces there, and put him to great expence. The 

common pay of a private man in the infantry was eight 

pence a-day, a lieutenant two !hillings, an enfign eighteen 

pence e. The armies in Europe were not near fo nu

merous, during that age; and the private men, we may 

obferve, we1·e drawn from a better rank than at prefent1 

and approaching nearer to that of the officers. 

a Journ. I March, 162.3. b Stow e. See alfo Sir Waiter Raleigh 

of the prerogatives of ~arlia'Ilent, and Jobnftoni hift. lib, xviii. c Stowe• 

d In the Harleyan mifcelhny, vol. iv. p. :z. 55· e R ymer, tom. xvi. 
p·, 717· 
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IN the year 1583, there was a general review made of /ppendix; 

all the men in England, capable of bearing arms; and " 
thefe were found to amount to 1,172,ooo men, ac""cording 
to Raleigh r. It is impoffible to warrant the exacrnefs of 
this computation; or rather, we may fairly prefame it to-
be fomewhat inaccurate. But if it approached near the 
trl!th, England has probably, fince that time, encreafed 
fn populoufnefs. The growth of London, in riches and 
beauty, as well as in numbers of inhabitants, has been 
prodigious. From 16oo, it doubled every forty years g ; 

and confequently, in 1 68o, it contained four times as 
many inhabitants, as at the beginning of the century. 
It has ever been the center of all the trade in the king
dom; and almofr the only town that affords fociety and 
amufement. The affeCl:ion, which the Engliih bear to 
a country fife, makes the provincial towns be little fre
quented by the gentry. Nothing but the allurements of 
the capital, which is favoured by the refidence of the 
king, and by being the feat of government, and of all the 
courts of j uftice, can prevail over their paffion for their 
rural villas. 

LoNDON, at this time, was almofl: entirely built of 
wood, and in every refpeCl: -was certainly .a very ugly ci y. 
The earl of Arundel firfr introJuccd the general practice 
of brick buildings h. 

THE navy of England was efieemed formidable in Navy. 

Elizabeth's time, yet it confifl:ed only of thirty-three !hips 
befides pinnaces i: And the largeft of thefe would not 
equal our fourth rates at prefent. Raleigh advifes never 

f Of the invention of fhi ppir1g. This number is much fu perior to that 
contained in Murdcn, and t hat delivered by Sir Edward Coke to the houfe cf 
commons; and is more likely. 

g ~ir William Petty, h Sir Edward Walker's poli tical difcourfes, 
p. '1.70. j Coke's Inft, book iv. chap. 1, Confultation m parliament 
for the navy. 

Nz to 
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Appen1ilC. to build a £hip of war above 6oo tons k. James was 

'--y---J not negligent of the navy. In five years preceding I 6231 

he built ten new iliips, and expended fifty thoufand 

pounds a-year on the fleet, befide the value of thirty-fi:l!i 

thoufand pounds in timber, which he annually gave from 

the royal forefts 1• The largeft lhip that ever had corn~ 
from the Englilh docks, was built during this reign. She 

y.ras only 1400 tons,. and carried fi.xty-four guns m. The 

merchant £hips, in cafes of neceffity, were infl:antly con
verted into iliips of war. The ki-ng affirmed to the par

liament, that the navy had never before been in fo good~ 

condition n. 

Commerce. EvERY feffion of parliament, during this reign, we 
meet with grievous lamentations concerning the decay 
of trade and the growth of popery: Such violent propen• 
fity have men to complain of the prefent times, and to 

entertain difcontent againfl: their fortune and condition. 

The king himfelf was deceived by thefe popular com

plaints, and was at a lofs to account for the total want of 

money, which he heard fo much exaggerated 0 • It may, 

however, be affirmed, that, during no preceding period of 

Englifn hifiory, was there a more fenfible encreafe, than 

during the reign of this monarch, of all the advantages 

which diftinguifh a flourilhing people. Not only the 

peace which he maintained, was favourable to indufiry 

and commerce: His turn of mind inclined him to pro

mote the peaceful arts: And trade being as yet in its 

infancy, all additions to it muft have been the more evi-

k By RaLigh's account, in his difcourfe of rhe firft invention of fuippills 

the fled in the twenty-fourth of the queen, confifted only of thirteen fuips, 

and were augmented afterwards eleven. He probasly reckoned !ome to be 

pinnaces , "'hich Coke called fnips. 

1 Journ. 11 March, 16~3. Sir WI!liam Monfon makes the numtler a-

mount only to niae new fhips, p. 253• m Stowe. n Pari. Hift. 

ol. vi. p. 94• 9 Rymcr, tom. xvii, p. 4l3• 

dent 
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.dent to every eye, which was not blinded by melancholy Appendix. 

prejudices P. ~ 
BY an account q' which feems Judicious and accurate, 

it appears, that all the feamen, employed in the merchant 
fervice, amounted to Io,ooo men, which probably ex

ceeds not the fifth part of their prefent number. Sir 
T'homas Overbury fays, that the Dutch po!feffcd three 

times more fhipping than the Englifh, but that their 
·fuips were of inferior bu.rden to thofe of the latter r. Sir 

William Monfon computed the Eng1i!h naval power to 

be little or nothing inferior to the Dutch s, which is 

furely an exaggeration. The Dutch at this time traded 

to England with 6oo fhips; England to Holland with 

ftxty ordy t. 

A CATALOGUE of the manufaCl:ures, for which the Mannfac 

E l '{h h · ld tures. ng 1 were t en emment, wou appear very contempt-

ible, in comparifon of thofe which flourilh among them at 
prefent. Almoft all the more elaborate and curious arts 

were only cultivated abroad, particularly in Italy, Hol

land, and the Netherlanqs. Ship building and the found-

ing of iron canno.l). were the foie, in which the Englifh 
excelled. rfhey feem, indeed, to have poffcffed alone the 

fecret of the latter; and great complaints were made every 
p~rliament againfi the exportation of Englilh ordnance. 

NINE tenths of the commerce of the kingdom confified 

in woollen goods u. Wool, however, was allowed to be 

exported, till the 19th of the king. Its exportation was 
then forbidden by proclamation ; though that ediCl: was 

never ftriCl:l y executed. Mo!l: of the cloth was exported 

raw, and was dyed and dreffed by the Dutch; who 

gained, it is pretended, 7oo,ooo pounds a-year by this 

p See note (S] at th e end of the volume, q The trade's encreale 

in the Harlevan M1fc. vol. ii i, r Remarks on his travels, Harl. mi fc. 

vol. ii. p. 3-~9 • s Naval TraCts, p. 329. 350, t Raleigh's 

obfervations• u Journ. z6th May, 161. 1, 

N 3 manufaClure. 
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.Appen1iix. manufaCture w. A proclam~tion, iffued by the king, 
~ ao-ainft exportina cloth in that condition, had fucceeded 

0 b 

fo ill, during one year, by the rcfufal of the Dutch to 
buy th'e dreffed cloth, tqat great murmurs arofe againfl: 
it; and this meafure was retracted by the king, and corn. 
plained of by the nation, as if it had been the mo:fl: im
politic in the world. It fecms indeed to have been 
premature. 

IN fo little credit was the fine E_ngli!h cloth even at 
home, that the king was obliged to feek expe-dients, by 
whi~h be might engage the people of fa!hion to wear it"· 
The manufacture of fine linen was totally unknown in 
the kingdom Y. 

THE company of merchant-adventurers, by their pa- · 
tent, pofTeffed the foie commerce of woollen goods, though 
~he fraple commodity of the kingdom. An attempt, made 
during the reign of Elizabeth, to lay open this important 
trade, had been attended with bad confequences for a 
time, by a confpiracy of the merchant-adventurers, not 
to make an_y pun;hafes of cloth; and the queen immedi
~tcl y refiored them their patent. 

IT was the groundlefs fear of a like accident, that 
~nfiaved the nation to thofc exdufive companies, which 
confined fo much every branch of commerce and indufiry. 
The parliament, however, annulled, in the third of the 
king, the patent of the Spanilh company; and the trade 
to Spain, which wa!1, at firfi, very infignificant, foon 
became the mo£1: con.fiderable in the ~ingdom. It is 

w Journ. 10 Mav, 1~14. Raleigh, in his cb(ervations, computes the 
lofs at 4oo,oco pounds to the natron. There are about So,ooo undrdfed 

cloths, fay~ he, exported yearly. He computes, befides, that about Joo,ooo 
pounds a-yeu h d been loft by ketfies; not to mention other articles. The 
accGunt of zoo, coo cloths a-year t~ported in Elizabeth's reign feems to be 
axag~erated. · 

x &.)'mer~ tom~ xvi~ •. p. 4-~S· Y ld, ihid. 

ftrange, 
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fl:range, that they were not thence encouraged to abolilh Apperdix. 

all the other companies, and that they went no farther~ 
than obliging them to enlarge their bottom, and to faci-

litate the admiffion of new adventurers. 

A BOARD of trade was erected by the king in 162 2 -z. 

One of the reafons affigned in the commiffion, is to 

remedy the low price of wool, which begat compbints 

of the decay of the woollen manufaB:ory. It is more 

probable, however, that this fall of prices proceeded from 
the encreafe of wool. The king likewife recommencs 

it to the commiffioners to enqurre and examine, \\'hether 

a greater freedom of trade and an exemption from the 

rcfiraint of exclufive companies, would not be beneficial. 

IVI:en were then fettered by their own prejudices; and the 

king was jufily afraid of embracing a bold meafure, whole 
confequences might be uncertain. The digeH-ing of a 
navigation a er, of a 1 ike nat, re with the famous one 
executed afterwards by the republican p:1rliament, is like~ 

wife recommended to the commi{Iioners. The arbitrary 

powers, then comlllonly affumed by the privy-council, 

appear evidently throush the whole tenor of the com

miffion. 
THE filk manufacture had no footing in England ; 

But, by James's direCtion, mulberry-trees Wlre planted, 
and filk-worms introduced a. The climate fecms unfa
vourable to the fuccefs of this project. The planting of 

hops encreafS!d mucn in En~land during this r .: t::;n. 

GREENLAND 'is thou6ht to have been d11covc.rcJ ,tbout 

this period; and the whalc-fifhcry was carrie·l on with 

fuccefs : l3ut the indulhy of the Dutch, in f!~itc-· of all 

oppofition, foon deprived the Englifh of this fourcc of 
riches. A cqmpany was erected for the oifcovery of the 

r10rth-weft paffage; and many fruitlefs atten1pts were 

p1adc for that purpofe, In fuch no~le proje.:Is, dcfpai~ 

'f Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 4 v ·. 

N4 
a Stowe. 
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Appt>n<lnc. ought never to be admitted, till the abfolute impoffibilit~ 
---v---' of fuccefs be fully afcertained. 

THE paffage to the Eafr-Indies had been opened to the 
Eno-li{h durino- the reia-n of Elizabeth; but the trade to b b b 

thofe parts was not entirely dlablilhed till this reign, 

when the Eafi-India company received a new patent, 
enlarged their fl:ock to I ,sco,ooo pounds b, and fitted 

out feveral fnips on thefe ad ventures. In t6o9 they built 
a veflel of I 200 ton, the Iargcit merchant-lhip that Eng
land had ever known. She was unfortunate, and perifi1ed 

by fhipwreck. In r6Ir, a large lhip of the company, 

affifl:ed by a pinnace, maintained five fcveral engagements 

\vith a fquadron of Portuguefe, and gained a complete 

vicro y over forces much fuperior. During the follow

ing years the Dutch company was guilty of great inju
ries towards the Englilh, in expelling many of their 

faCtors, and de.fhoying their fettlemen ts: But thefe vio

lenccs were refented with a proper fpirit by the court of 
England. A naval force was equipped under the earl 

of Oxford c, and lay in wait for the return of the Dutch 

Eafi-Jndia Beet. By reafon of crofs winds, Oxford failed 
of his purpo!e, and the Dutch efcapcd. Some time after, 

tf.lne rich fhip was tzken by vice-admiral IV!erwin; and it 
was Hipulated by the Dutch to pay 7o,coo pounds to 
the Englilh company, in confiJeration of the lolfes which 

that company had fufiaincd d. But neither this ftipula

tion, nor the fear of reprifals, nor the fenfe of th:1t 
friendlhip which fubfifi-ed between England and the 
States, could refirain the avidity of the Dutch company, 

or ren der them equitable in their proceedings towards 
their allies. Impatient to have the foJe polfeffion of the 
fpice-trade, which the Englifh then ihared with them, 

thry affumed a jurifdiction over a factory of the latter in 

•' Jo•trn , ~6th Nov . 1F2.1 · 

~ih . '9· d Johnfloni h!J1. 

the 
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the ifland of Amboyna; and on very improbable, and even ~ppendix. 

abfurd pretences, feized all the faClors with their families, '--y---1 

~nd put them to death with the mofi: inhuman tortures. 
This difmal news arrived in England at the time wheq 
James, by the prejudices of his fubjeCls and the intrigues 
of his favourite, was confirained to make a breach wit~ 
Spain; and he was obliged, after fome remonfiranccs< to 
acquiefce 1n this indignity from a fiate, whofe alliance 
was now be~om~ nece~ary ~o ~im. It is remarkable,. 
r.hat the nation, almofi: without a murmur, fubmitted to 
this injury from their protefiant confederates; an injury, 
which, befides the horrid enormity of the aClion, was 
of much deeper importance to national interefr, than all 
thofe which they were fc:> impatient to refent from the 
poufe of Aufiria. 

THE exports of England from Chrifi:mas I6l2 to 

Chrifl:mas 1613 are computed at 2,487,435 pounds: The 
imports at 2,141,151: So that the balance in favour of 
England was 346,284 e. But in 1622 the exports were 
2,320,436 pounds; the imports 2,619,315; which makes 
a balance of 298,879 pounds againfi England r. The 
coinage of England from 1599 to I 619 amounted to 
4,779,J14 pound~, 13 fhillings and 4 pence g: A 
proof that the balance in the main was confiderably in 
favour of the kingdom. As the annual imports and ex
ports together rofe to near fi'te millions, and the cufi:oms 
never yielded fo much as 200,000 pounds a-year, of 
which tonnage made a part, it appears, that the new 
rates, affixed by J ames, did not, on the whole, amount 
to one !billing in the pound, and confequently were fi:ill 
inferior to the intention of the original grant of parlia
ment. The Eafl:-India company ufually carried out a 
third of their cargo in commodities h• ·The trade to 

e Miffelden't Cirde of Commer<"e, p. 12 T. f Id. ibitl. g Happy 
future S•at" of En)and, p. 78. t l'vbnn's Difcourfe on the EaH-Indi~ 
Tr.tue, 

Turkey 
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Appen<lilC. Turkey was one of the mofl: gainful to the nation g. It 
'--y--J appears that copper halfpence and farthings began to be 

coined in this reign h. Tradefmen had commonly carried 
on their retail bulinefs chiefly by means of leaden tokens. 
The fmall filver penny was foon loft, and at this time was 
no where to be found. 

Colonies. \VHAT chiefly rcnder5 the reign of James memorable, 
is the commencement of the Englilh colonies in America; 
colonies e{bblilhed on the noblefr footing that has been 
known in any age or nation. The Spaniards, being the 
firfi difcove1ers of the new world, immediately took pof
j"e!Iion of the precious mines which they found there; and, 
by the allurement of great riches, they were tempted to 
depopulate their own country as well as that which they 
conquered ; and added the vice of floth to tbofe of avidity 
and barbarity, which hall attended their adventurers in 
thofe renowned cnterprizes. Th at fine coafi was entirely 
neglected, which reaches from St. Augufiine to Cape 
Breton, and which lies in all the temperate climates, is 
watered by noble rivers, and olfers a fertile foil, but no ... 
thing more, to the indufirious planter. Peopled gradu
ally from England by the neceffitous and indigent, who, 
at home, encreafed neither wealth nor popu1ouinefs, the 
colonies, which were planted along tbat tract, have pro
~noted the navigation~ encouraged the indufiry, and eve~ 
perhaps multiplied the inhabitants of their mother
country. The fpirit of independency, which was reviv
ing in England, here !hone forth in its full lufire, and 
~eceivcd new acceffion from the afpiring character of 
thofe, who, being difcontellted with the efiabli!hed church 
and monarchy, had fought for freedom amidfr thofe fa

yage d~farts. 
Quf:EN Eli?-abeth had done little more than given a, 

name to the continent of V irgini'l; anq, after her plant-

g r-.Junn's Dif. our!e on the Ea!l.-India Trace, p. 17, 
vol. i~ p. 471• .. . . . 

. . l in()' 
. 0 



JAlVIE S I. 

mg one feeble colony, which quickly decayed, that ,Appe~dix •. ). 
country was entirely abandoned. But when peace put 
an end to the military enterprizes againfi Spain, and left 
ambitious fpirits no hopes of making any longer fuch ra-
pid advances towards honour and fortune, the nation 
began to fecond the pacific intentions of its monarch, 
and to feek a furer, though flower expedient, for acquir-
ing riches and glory. In 1606, Newport carried over a 
colony, and began a fettlement; which the company, 
ereCl:ed by patent for that purpofe in London and BriHo1, 
took care to fupply with yearly recruits of provifions, 
utenfil~, and new inhabitants. About 16og, Argal dif-
covered a more direct and lhorter paffage to V irt: inia, 
and left the tract of the ancient navigatoL, who had firfi 
uireCl:ed their courfe fouthwards to the tropic, failed 
wefiward by means of the trade-winds, and then turned 
northward, till they reached the Engl ilh fettlements. 
The fame year, five hundred perfons under Sir Thomas 

~ Gates and Sir George Somers were embarked for Virginia. 
Somers's fhip, meeting with a tempeft, was driven into 
the Bermudas, and laid the foundation of a fettlement in 
thofe iflands. Lord Delawar afterwards undertook the 
government of the Engli!h colonies: But notwithfranding 
all his care, feconded by fupplies from James, and by 
money raifed from the firfr lottery ever known in the 
kingdom, fuch difficulties attended the fettlement of 
thefe countries, that, in 16 r 4, there were not alive more 
than 400 men, of all that had been fent thither. After 
fupplying themfelves with provifions more immediately 
nece:lfary for the fupport of life, the new planters began 
the cultivating of tobacco; and J ames, notwithfianding 
his antipathy to that drug, which he affirmed to be per
nicious to men's morals as well as their health k, gave 

lt R ymer, tom. xvii. p. 6u. 

them 
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ppendix , them permi.ffion to enter it in England ; and he inhibited 

'--v---' by proclamation all importation of it from Spain 1• By 
<legrees, new colonies were efiablifhed in that continent, 
and gave new names to the places where they fettled, 
ieaving that of Virgin·a to .the province firft planted. 
The ifland of Barbadoes was alfo planted in this reign. 

SPECULATIVE reafoners, during that age, raifed many 
objections to the planting of thofe remote colonies; and' 

foretold, that, after draining their mother-country of 
inhabitants, they would foon lhake off her yoke, and 
ereCt an independent government i.n America: But time 
has iliewn, that tbe vi<.:ws., entertained by thofe who en
couraged fuch generous undertaking~, were more j ufi and 

folid. A mild government and great naval force have 
prcferved, anc.l may frill preferve during fome time, the 
-dominion of England over her colonies. And fuch ad
:vantages have commerce and navigation reaped frorn 
thefe e!bbliihmcnts, that more th?n a fourth of the 
Engli!h fhipping is at prefcnt computed to be employed 
jn carrying on the traffic with the Americ~n fet~le

ments. 

AGRICULTURE was anciently very imperfeCt: in Eng
land. 'rhe fudden tranfitions, fo often mentioned by 
hifiorians, from the loweft to the higheft price of grain, 
:md the prodigious inequality of its value in diffcreqt 
years, are fufficient proofs, that the produce depended 
entirely on the feafons, and that ?rt had as yet done no
thing to fence againfr the injuries of the heavens. Dur
jng this reign, conf!.derabJe improvements were made, as 
in mofr arts, fo in this, the mofr beneficial of 'lny. A 

numerous catalogue might be formed of books and pamph
lets, treating of huibandry, which were written about 

.this time. The nation, however, was fiill dependent ~n 

1 Rymer, tom, xviii. p. 6zi, <533• 

foreigners_ 
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foreigners for daily bread ; and though its exportation of Appendir. 

grain now forms a confiderable branch of its commerce, '-..r--1 
notwithftanding its probable encreafe of people, there was, 
in that period, a regular importation from the Baltic as well 
as from France; and if it ever ftopped, the bad confequenccs 
were fenfibly felt by the nation. Sir Waiter Raleigh in 
his obfervations computes, that two millions went out at 
one time for corn. It was not ttll the fifth of Elizabeth, 
that the exportation of corn had been allowed in Eng-
land ; and Camden obferves, that agriculture, from that 
moment, received new life and vigour. 

THE endeavours of James, or, more properly fpeak
ing, thofe of the nation, for promoting trade, were 
attended with greater fuccefs than thofe for the encourage
ment of learning. Though the age was by no means 
deftitute of eminent writers, a very bad tafte in general 
prevailed during that period; and the monarch himfelf 
was not a little infeCted with it .. 

ON the origin of letters among the Greeks, the genius Learning 

of poets and orators, as might naturaiiy be expected, was and arts. 

difi:ingui£hed by an amiable fimplicity, which, whatever 
rudenefs may fometimes attend it, is fo fitted to exprefs 
the genuine movements of nature and paffion, that the 
compofitions poffeffcd of it muft ever appear valuable 
to the difcerning part of mankind. The glaring figures 
of difcourfe, the pointed antithefis, the unnatural con-
ceit, the jingle of words; fuch falfe ornaments were not 
employed by early writers; not becaufe they were rejeCt-
ed, but becaufe they fcarcely ever occurred to them. 
An eafy, unforced frrain of fentiment runs through their 
compofitions; though at the fame time we may obferve, 
that, amidfr the moft elegant fimplicity of thought and 
expreffion, one is fometimes furprifed to meet with a poor 
conceit, which had prefented itfelf unfought for, and 
which the author had not acquired critical obfervation 

6 enough 
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Appendix. enough to condemn m. A bad tafte feizes with avidity 
~ thefe frivolous beauties, and even perhaps a good tafie, 

ere furfeited by them: They multiply every day more and 
more in the falhionable compofitions: Nature and good 
fenCe are negleB:ed: Laboured ornaments fiudied and 
admired : And a total degeneracy of fiyle and language 
prepares the way for barbarifm and ignorance. Hence 
the Afiatic manner was found to depart fo much from the 
fimple purity of Athens : Hence that tinfel eloquence, 
which is obfervable in many of the Roman writers, from 

which Cicero himfelf is not wholly exempted, and which 
fo much prevails in Ovid, Seneca, Lucan, Martial, and 
the Plinys. 

ON the revival of letters, when the judgment~ the 
public is yet raw and unformed, this falfe glifier catches 
the eye, and leaves no room, either in eloquence or poe
try, for the durable beauties of folid fenfe and lively 
paffion. The reigning genius is then diametrically op
pofite to that which prevails on the firft origin of arts. 

The Italian writers, it is evident, even the mofi cele
brated, have not reached the proper fimplicity of thought 
and compofition; and in Petrarch, Taffo, Guarini, frivo
lous witticifms and forced conceits are but too predomi
nant. The period, during which letters were cultivated 
in Italy, was fo fhort as fcarcely to allow leifure for cor
reB:ing this adulterated relilh. 

THE more early French writers are liable to the fame 
reproach. V oiture, Balzac, even Corneille, have too 

m The name of Polynices, one of Oedipus's fons, means in the original 
mucb quarrelling. In the altercations between the two brothers, in J£fchj• 
Ius, Sopi1ocles, and Euripidt!s, this conceit is employed ; and it is remark• 
able, that fo poor a conundrum could not be rejeeed by any of thefe three 

poets, fo juftly celebrated for their tafte and fitr.p!icity. What could Shake· 
fpeare have done worfe? Terence has his i11ceptio eft amentium, non amantium. 
Many fimilar inllances will occur to the learned, It is well known that 
Ariftotle treats very ferioufly of puns, divides them int0 feveral claffes, and 
recommends the ufe of them to orators, 

much 
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nntch affeaed thofe ambitious ornaments, of which the Apren~ix. 
Italians in general, and the leafi: pure of the ancients fup- "---y--J 

plied them with fo many models. And it was not till 

late, that obfervation and reflection gave rife to a more 

natural turn of thought and compofition among that ele-
gant people. · 

A LIKE character may be extended to the firfr En g .. 
]i{h writers; fuch as fl.ouriilied during the reigns of Eli
zabeth and J ames, and e\'en till long afterwards. 
Learning, on its revival in this ifland, was attired in the 

fame unnatural garb, which it wore at the time of its 

decay among the Greeks and Romans. And, what may 
be regarded as a misfortune, the Englifh writers were 

po!Tdled of great genius before they were endowed with 
any degree of tafie, ami by that means gave a kind of 
fanction to thofe forced turns and fentiments, which they 

fo much aftec(ed. Their difl:orted conceptions and ex

preffions are attended with fuch vigour of mind, that we 
admire the imagination which prod uccd them, as much 

as we blame the want of judgment which gave them ad
mittance. To enter into an exact criticifm of the writers 
of that age, would exceed our prefent purpofe. A lhort 

character of the mo!l eminent, delivered with the fame 

freedom which hifiory exercifes over kings and minifiers, 
may not be improper. The national prepo!Teffions, which 
prevail, will perhaps render the former liberty not the 
leaft perilous for an author. 

IF Shakefpeare be confidered as a MAN, born in a rude 

age, and educated in the loweft manner, without any 
infiruCl:ion, either from the world or from books, he may 

be regarded as a prodigy : If reprefented as a PoET, ca
pable of furnifhing a proper entertainment to a refined or 
intelligent audience, we mufi abate much of this eulogy. 
In his compo!itions, we regret, that many irregularit;es, 

and even abfurdities, fhould fo frequently disfigure the ani-

mated 
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AppendilC, mated and paffionate fcenes intermixed with them; an~ 
~at the fame time, we perhaps ad01ire the more thofe beau

ties, on account of their being furrounded with fuclt 

deformities. A {hiking peculiarity of fentiment, adapted 

to a fingular cbaracrer, he frequently hits, as it were by 

infpiration; but a reafonable propriety of thought he can

not, for any time, uphold. Nervous and picturefque 

expreffions, as well as defcriptions, abound in him; but 

it is in vain we look either for purity or fimplicity of 
ditlion. His total ignorance of all theatrical art and 

conducr, however material a defect:; yet, as it affeCls 
the fpectator rather than the reader, we can more eafily 
excufe, than that want of tafte which often prevails in his 
produCt:ions, and which gives way, only by intervals, to 

the irradiations of genius. A great and fertile genius he 
certainly po!fe!fed, and one enriched equally with a tragic 

and comic vein; but, he ought to be cited as a proof, 

how dangerous it is to rely on thefe advantages alone for 

attaining an excell(}nce in the finer arts n. And there 

may even remain a fufpicion, that we over-rate, if pof

fible, the greatnefs of his genius; in the fame manner as 

bodies often appear more gigantic, on account of their 

being difproportioned and mi!hapen. He died in I 616, 

aged 53 years. 
J oHNSON po!fe.ffed all the learning which was wanting 

to Shakefpeare, and wanted all the genius of which the 

other was po!feifed. Both of them were equally deficient 

in tafi:e and elegance, in harmony and correCl:nefs. A 
fervile copyifi of the ancients, Johij[on tranflated into bad 

Engliili the beautiful paffages of the Greek and Roman 
authors, without accommodating them to the manners of 

his age and country. His merit has been totally eclipfed 

by that of Shakefpearc, whofe rude genius prevailed over 

the rude art of his cotemporary. The Engli!h theatre 

n 1n'Venire etiam barbari Jolent1 difporzere et ornare non niji £f1Jditus. PLI N. 

has 
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has ever fince taken a fironrr tincture of Shakefpeare's Appendix. 

f-pirit and charatl:er; and th:nce it has proceeded, that~ 
the nation has undergone, from all it's neighbours, the 
reproach of barbarifm, from which it's valuable produc-
tions in fome other parts of le rning would otherwife 

have exempted it. Johnfon had a penfion of a hundred 
marks from the king, which Charles afterwards augmented 
to a hundred pounds. He died in 1637, aged 63. 

F AIRF AX has tranflated Taffo with an elcg<mce and 
~afe, and, at the fame time, with an exattnels ,- which, 
for that age, 2re furprifing. Each line in the original i;, 
faithfully rendered by a corrdpondent line in the tranfla

tion. Harrington's tranflation of Ariofl-o is not Jikcwife 

without its merit. It is to be regretted, that thete poets 

fhould have imitated the Italians in their franza, wh 1ch 
has a prol·ixity and uniformity in it, that d1fpleafes in 
long performances. They bad otherwife, as 'ell as 

Spencer, who went before them, cont1ibuted much to the 

poJilhing and refining of the Engli!h vcrfification. 

IN Donne's fa tires, when carefully infpected, there 
appear fome flalhes of wit and inGenuity; but thefe to

tally fuffocated and buried by the harS eft and mofl: un
couth exprcffion, that is any-where to be .net with. 

IF the poetry of the Engliih vas [o rude ar:d imperfect 
during that age, we may reaiona 1ly e.x !)eCl: t!1at their 
profe would be liable to fiiJI greater objcetions. Though · 
the latter appears the more eafy, as it is the more natural 
method of compofition; it has ever in praCtice been round 
the more rare and difficult; and tlH:re fcarcely is an in
fiance, in any language, that it has reached a degree of 
perfeCt:ion, before the refinement of poetic,d nu'T.bers and 

expreffion. Engliih prole, during the reign of James, was 
written with little regard to the rules of grammar, and 
with a total difregard to the e~egancc and harmony of the 

period. StufKd with Latin fcnten.ces aad quotations, it 
VoL. V I. 0 like wife 
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Appetdix. likew!fe imitated thofe inverfions, which, however for-

'~ ~ible and graceful in the ancient languages, are entirely 
contrary to the idiorn of the Engliili. I fhall indeed 

venture to affirm, that, whatever uncouth phrafes and 

expreffions occur in old books, they were chiefly owing 

to the unformed tafi:e of the author ; and that the lan

guage, fpoken in the courts of Elizabeth and James, was 

very little different from that which we meet with at pre
fent in good company. 'Of this opinion, the little fcraps 

of fpeeches which are found in the parliamentary journals, 
and which carry an air fo · oppofit!e to the laboured ora

tions, feem to be a fufficient proof; and there want not 

produCl:ions of that age, which, being written by men who 
were not authors by profeffion, retain a very natural man
ner, and may give us fome idea of the language which 

prevailed among men of the world. I £hall particularly 

mention Sir John Davis's difcovery, Throgmorton's, 

Effex's, and Nevil's letters. In a more early period, 

Cavendi£h's life of cardinal Wolfey, the pieces that re
main of biiliop Gardiner, and Anne Boleyn's letter to the 

king, differ little or nothing from the language of our 

time. 
THE great glory of literature in this iiland, during the 

reign of J ~mes, was lord Bacon. M oil: of his perform
ances were compofed in Latin; though he poifeffed nei

ther the elegance of that, nor of his native tongue. If 
we confider the variety of talents difplayed by this man; 
as a public fpeaker, a man of bufinefs, a wit, a courtier, 

a companion, an author, a philofopher; he is jufily the 
object of great admiration. If we confider him merely as 
an author and philofopher, the light in which we view 
him at prefent, though very efi:imable, he was yet infe
rior to his cotemporary Galil::eo, perhaps even to Kepler. 
Bacon pointed out at a difrance the road to true philofo· 

p~ : Galila!Q both pointed it out to others, and made 
4 himfelf 
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himfelf confiderable advances in it. The Englilhman ApJ!ndix. 

was ignorant of geometry: The Florentine revived that~ 
fcience, excelled in it, and was the fidl that applied it, 
together with experiment, to natural philofophy. The 
former rejected, with the mofi pofitive difdain, the fyfrem 
of Copernicus : The latter fortified it with new proofs, 
derived both from reafon and the fenfes. Bacon's fl:yle is 
ftiff and rigid : His wit, though often brilliant, is alfo 
often unnatural and far~fetched; and he (eems to be the 
original of thofe pointed firnilies and long-fpun allcgo .. 
ries, which fo much difiinguilh the Engli£h authors : 
Galila!o is a lively and agreeable, though fomewhat a 

. prolix writer. But Italy, not united in any fingle go
vernment, and perhaps fatiated with that literary glory~ 
which it has pofl(dfed both in ancient and modern t:mcs, 
has too much neglected the renown which it has acquired 
by giving birth to fo great a man. That national fpirit, 
which prevails among the Engli£h, and which forms their 
great happinefs, is the caufe why they befiow on all their 
eminent writers, and on Bacon among the refr, fudr 
praifes and acclamations, as may often appear partial 
and exceffive. He died in 1626, in the 66th year of his 
age. 

IF the reader of Raleigh's hifiory can have the patience 
to wade through the Jewi£h and Rabbinical learning 
which compofe the half of the volume, he will find, 
when be comes to the Greek and Roman ftory, that his 
pains are not unrewarded. Raleigh is the befl: model of 
that ancient fi:yle, which fome writers would a1feCt: to 
revive at prefent. He was beheaded in 1618, aged 66 
years. 

CAMDEN's hifrory of queen Elizabeth may be efl:eemed 
good compofition, both for fl:yle and matter.. It is writ
ten with fimplic• y of expreffion, very rare in that age, 
and with a regard to truth. It would not perhaps be too 

0 2 much 
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Appendix. much to affirm, that it i~ among the beft hifiorical pro..; 
'---y--J duttions which have yet been compofed by any Engliili

man. It is well known that the Englifh have not much 

excelled in that kind of literature. He died in 1623, 

aged 7 3 years. 
WE £hall mention the king himfclf at the end of thefe 

Englifh writers ; becaufe that is his place, when confi
dercd as an author. It may fafely be affirmed, that the 

mediocrity of J ames's talents in literature, joined to the 

great change in national tafte, is one caufe of that con

tempt, under which his memory labours, and which is 
often carried by party-writers to a great extreme. It is 
remarkable, how different from ours were the fentiments 

of the ancients with regard to learning. Of the firft 
twenty Roman emperors, counting from Ccefar to Se
verus, above the half were authors; and though few of 
them feem to have been eminent in that profeffion, it is 
always remarked to their praife, that, by their exzmple, 
they encouraged literature. Not to mention Germaai
cus, and his daughter Agrippina, perfons fo nearly allied 
to the throne, the greater part of the claffic writers, 

:whofe works remain, were men of the higheft quality. 
As every human advantage is attended with inconveni
ences, the change of men's ideas in this particular may 

probably be afcribed to the invention of printing; which 

has rendered books fo common, that even me_n of flender 

fortunes can have accefs to them. 

THAT James was but a middling writer may.be al

lowed : That he was a contemptible one can by no means 

be admitted. Whoever will read his Bafilicon Doron, 

particularly the two lafi books, the true law of free mo
narchies, his anfwer to cardinal Perron, and almoft all 
his fpeeches and meffages to parliament, will confefs him 

to have poffefft:d no mean genius. If he wrote concern

ing witches and apparitions i who, in that age, did not 
8 admit 
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admit the reality of thefe fi8itious beings? If he has Apperulix; 

compofed a commentary on the Revelations, and proved~ 
the pope to be Antichrift; may not a fimilar reproac • be 
extended to the famous N a pier; and even to Newton, at 
a time when learning was much more advanced than dur .. 
ing the reign of J ames? From the groffnefs of its fuper-
fi:itions, we may infer the ignoranc~ of an age; but never 
1hould pronounce concerning the folly of an individual, 

from his admitting popular errors, confecrated by the 

appearance of religion. 

SucH a fuperionty do the purfuits of literature poffefs 

above every other occupation, that even he, who attains 

but a mediocrity in them, merits the pre.eminence above 

thofe that excel the moft in the common and vulgar pro

feffions. The fpeaker of the houfe of commons is ufually 

an eminent lawyer; yet the harangue of his l\1~jefl:y will 

always be found much fuperior to that of the fpeaker, in 

every parliament duri11g this reign. 

EvERY fcience, as well as polite literature, muft be 

confidered as being yet in its infancy. Scholafl:ic learn

ing and polemical divinity retarded the growth of all true 
knowledge. Sir Henry Saville, in the preamble of that 
deed by which he annexed a falary to the mathematical 

and afironomical profeffors in Oxford, fays, that geome

try was almofl: totally abandoned and unknown in Eng

land 0 • The befl: learning of that age was the fl:udy of 

the ancients. Cafaubon, eminent for this f.[Jecies of 

knowledge, was invited over from France by J ames, and 

encouraged by a penfion of 300 a-year, as well as by 
church preferments P. The famous Antonio di Dominis, 
archbifhop of Spalatro, no defpicable philofopher, came 
likewife into England, and afforded great triumph to the 

nation, by their gaining fo confiderable a profclyte frorn 

• Rymrr, tom. xvii. p. Z.J7• P Ibid. P• jO)o 

0 3 
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Appendix, the papifrs. But the morti~cation followed foon after: 
~The archbilhop, though aQvanced to fome ecclefiafl:ical 

preferments q, received not encouragement fufficient to 

fatisfy his ambition: He made his efcape i~to Italy~ 
where he died in co~finement. ' 

<,1 Rymer, tCII_l• xvii ~ p~ 95• 
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CHARLES I, 

CH A P. L. 

A parliament at W eflminfter-At Oxford-Naval 

expedition againft Spain---Second parliament--
Impeachment of Buckingham--·Violent meafures 

of the court--War with Prance--Expedition 
to the ijle of Rhe. 

N 0 fooner had Charles taken into his hands the c H A P. 

reins of government, than he £bowed an impatience~ 
to affemble the great council of the nation; and he would 16~5. 

~7th March. gladly, for the fake of difpatch, have called together the 
fame parliament, which had fitten under his father, and 
which lay at that time under prorogation. But being 
told that this meafure would appear unufual, he iffued 
writs for fummoning a new parliament on the 7th of 

May; and it was not without regret that the arrival of 
the princefs Henrietta, whom he had efpoufed by proxy, A parii1, 

bl . d h' d 1 b d . h . ment at o 1ge Im to e ay, y repeate prorogat10ns, t e1r ,~ eftmin· 

meeting till the eighteenth of June, when they affemblcd fi:er. 
. 18th Jnne. at Wefimmfrer for the difpatch of bufinefs. The young 

prince, unexperienced and impolitic, regarded as fincere 
all the praifes and care!fes, with which he had been load-
ed, while aB:ive in procuring the rupture with the houfe 
of Aufiria. And befides that he laboured under great 
peceffities, he hafiened with alacrity to a period, when 
he might receive the moH: undoubted teftimony of the 

0 4 dutiful 
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c f t P. dutiful attachment of his fubjetl:s. His difcourfe to the 
~.-.:...--- parliament was full of fimplicity and cordiality. He 

162;· 1I ·htly mentioned the occafion which he haJ for fupplyr. 

H.: employed no intrigue to influence the fuffragcs of the 
m .... mbcrs. He would not even allow the officers of the 

cruwn, who had feats in the houfe to mention any par

ticular fum, which might be expected by him. Secure 

of the affetl:ions of the commons, he was refolved, that 

their bounty fhould be intirely their own deed ; unafked, 

unfolicited; the genuine fruit of fincere confidence and 

regard. 
THE houfe of commons accordingly took into confi

deration the bufinefs of fupply. They knew, that all the 

money granted by the la£1: parliament had been expended 

on nJ.val and military armaments; and th at great antici

pations were likewife made on the revenues of the crown. 
They were not ignorant, that Charles was loaded with a 

}arge debt, contratl:ed by his father, who had borrowed 

money both from his own fubjeB:s and from foreign 

princes. They had learned by experience, that the pub

lic revenue could with difficulty maintain the dignity of 

the crown, even under the ordinary charges of t;overn
ment. l"'hey were fenfible, that the prefent war was, 

very lately, the refult of their own importunate applica

tions and intreaties, and that they had folemnly engaged 

to fupport their fovereign in the management qf it• 

They wne acquainted with the difficulty of military en

terprizes, diretled againft the whole houfc of Auftria; 

againfr the king of Spain, poffeffed of the greatefl: riches 

and mo£1: extenfive dominions of any prince in Europe 1 

againfi the emperor Ferdinand, hitherto the mofl: fortu

nate monarch of his age~ who had fubdued and afionilhed 

Gen 1any by the rapidity of his vitl:ories. Deep impref-

r Ru!hworth, wl, i, p, 171• Parl. Hift. vol. vi. P• 346. Frank!yn, 
f• xo$. 

fions 
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lions they faw, mufi be made by the Engliih fword, c HL~ P• 

and a vigorous offcniive war be waged againfl: thefe mighty '-r--1 
potentates, ere they would refign a principality, which lh5. 

they had now fully fubdued, and which they held in fe-
cure poifeffion, by its being furrounded with all their 
other territories. 

To anfwer, therefore, all thefe great and important 

ends ; to fatisfy their young king in the firft req uefi: 
which he made them ; to prove their fenfe of. the many 

royal virtues, particularly ceconomy, with which Charles 
was endued; the houfe of commons, conducted by the 
wifefi and ablefr fenators that had ever Rouri.!hed in Eng

land, thought proper to confer on the king a fupply of 
two fubfidies, amounting to I 1~,ooo pounds s. 

THIS meafure, which difcovers rather a cruel mockery 
of Charles, than any ferious dcfign of fupporting him., 
appears fo extraordinary, when codidercd in all its cir ... 
.cumfiances, that it naturally furnmons up our attention, 

and raifes an enquiry concerning the caufes of a conduct, 
unprecedented in an Engli{h parliament. So numerous 
an affembly, compofed of pcrfons of various difpofitions, 
was not, it is probable, wholly influenced by the fame 
motives; and few declared openly their true reafon. We 
fuall, therefore, approach nearer to the truth, if we men~ 
tion all the views, which the prefent conjunCture could 
fuggefi to them. 

IT is not to be doubted, but fpleen and ill-will againft 
the duke of Buckingham had an influence with many. 
So vafr and rapid a fortune, fo little merited, could not 
fail to excite public envy; and, however men's hatred 

might have been fufpended for a moment, while the duke's 

conduct feemed to gratify their paffions and their preju
dices, it was impoffible for him long to preferve the affec-

s A fubfidy was now fali~n to about 56,coo pounds. Cabbala, P• 2.24. 
fiJil: euit, 

tioas 
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e H A P. tions of the people. His influence over the modefiy of 
L. 

"----'Charles exceeded even that which he had acquired over 

J6~s· the weaknefs of J ames ; nor was any public meafure con
dutl:ed put by his council and direCtion. His vehement 

temper prompted him to raife fuddenly, to the highefr 
elevation, his flatterers and dependents : And upon the 
leafr occafion of difpleafure, he threw them down with 
equal impetuofity and violence. Implacable in his ha

tred; fickle in his friendibips:. All men were either 

.regarded as his enemies, or dreaded foon to become fuch. 

The whole power of the kingdom was grafped by his in. 

fatiable hand; while he both engroffed the intire confi
dence of his mafter, and held, invefied in hi:.; fingle per

fon, the mofl: confiderable offices of the crown. 
HoWEVER the ill-humour of the commons might have 

been encreafed by thefe confiderations, we are not to fup

pofe them the foie motives. The .Iafl: parliament of 

James, amidfi all their joy and fefiivity, had given him 

a fupply very difproportioned to his demand and to the 

occafion. And, as every houfe of commons, which was 
eleCted during forty years, fucceeded to all the paffions 
and principles of their predeceffors; we ought rather to 
account for this obfrinacy from the general fituation of 

the kingdom during that whole period, than from any 

circumfiances, which attended this particular conjunc-

ture. 
THE nation was very little accuftomed at that tif!Ie to 

the burthen of taxes, and had never opened their purfes 

in any degree for fupporting their fovereign. Even Eli

~abeth, notwithfianding her vigour and frugality, and 
the necelTary wars in which fhe was engaged, had reafon 

to complain of the commons in this particular; nor could 
the authority of that princcfs, which was otherwife almofi: 

;tbfolute, ever extort from them the requifite fupplies. 

Habits, more than reafon, we find, in every thing, to 
be 
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be the governing principle of mankind. In this view c H A P. 
L. 

likewife the fin-king of the value Qf fubfidies muft be con- "-r--' 
fidered as a lofs to the king. The parliament fwayeJ. 1625• • 

by -cuftom would not augm.ent their number in the fame 
proportion. 

THE puritanical party, though difguifed, had a great 
~uthority over the kingdom ; and many of the leaders 
~mong the commons had fecretly embraced the rigid 
tenets of that feet. All thefe were clifguficd with the 
rourt, both by the prevalenc~ of the principles of civil 
liberty effcntial to their party; and on account of the 
reftraint, under which they were held by the jtablilhed 
hierarchy. In order to fortify himfelf againft the refent
ment of James, Buckingham had affected popularity, 
and entered into the cabals of the puritans: But, being 
fecure of the confidence of Charles he had fince aban
doned this party ; and, on that account, was the more 
expofed to their hatred and refentment. Though the 
religtous fchemes of many of the puritans, when ex
plained, appear pretty frivolous, we arc not thence to 
imagine, that they were pur f ued by none but perfons of 
weak underftandings. Some men of the greatefi: parts 
~nd moft extenfive kncwledge, that the nation, at this 
time, produced, could not enjoy any peace of mind ; 
becaufe obliged to hear prayers offered up to the Divinity, 
by a priefi: covered with a white linen veftment. 

THE match with France and the articles in favour Of 
Catholics, which Were fufpected to be in the treaty, were 
likewife caufes of difguft to this whole party: Though 
it muft be remarked, that the connections with that 
crown were much lefs obnoxious to the proteilants, and 
lefs aFreeable to the catholic ,, than the alliance formerly 
projetl:ed with Spain, <..nd were therefore received rather 
with pleafure t ~1an difi. ti:> taction. 

To all thefe caufes we mu{l yet add another, of con

fiqerable momen~. T~e houfe of commons, we may ob
ferve, 
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C H L~ P. ferve, was almofr entirely governed by a fet of men Ot 

"---v---1 the mofr uncommon capacity and the largefr views : 
16~5· Men, who were now formed into a regular party, and 

united, as well by fixed aims and projecrs, as by the 
hardfhips which fomc of them had undergone in profe

cution of them. Among thefe we may mention the 

names of Sir Edward Coke, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir Ro

bert Philips, Sir Francis Seymour, Sir Dudley Digges, 

Sir John Elliot, Sir Thomas W entworth, Mr. Selden, 
and ~Ar. Pym. Animated with a warm regard to liberty, 

thefe generous patriots faw with regret an unbounded 

power exercifed by the crown, and were refol \'ed to 

Jeize the opportunity, which the king's neccffities offered 

them, of reducing the prerogative within more reafon

ablc compafs. Though their anceftors had bli dly given 

way to praCl:ices and precedents favour~- le t kingly 

power, and had been able, notwithfiandi1. , to pre!crve 

fome frnall remains of liberty; .it would be irnpoffible, 

they thought, when all thde pret nfions were rnetho

dized and profecuted by the cncreafing kn 'Vl ·dgc of the 

age, to maintain any fhadow of ~ pular government, in 
oppofition to fuch unlimited authonty in the fovcre1gn• 

It was ncceffary to fix a choice : Etther to al andon en
tirciy the privileges of the people, or to fecurc them by 

firmer and more precife barriers than the confiitution had 

hitherto provided for them. In this dilemma, men 'of 

fuch afpiring geniufes and fuch independent fortunes 

could n'>t long ueliberate: They boldly embraced the 

1l.de of freedom, and refolved to grant no fuppltes to their 

I1eccili.tous prince, without extorting conceffions in fa

vour 0f civil liberty. The end, they efieemed benefi

cent and noble : The means, regular and confiitutional. 

To grant or refufc fupplies was the undoubted privilege 
of the commons. And as all human governments, par

ticula.:-1 y thof~ of a mixed frame, are in continual flutrua ... 
~(o~ 
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tion ; it was as natural, in their opinion, and allowable, C H A P. 
L. 

for popular affemblies to take advantage of favourable 1.-...v---' 
incidents, in order to fecure the fubjeB:; as for mo- 1 62 5· 

narch3, in order to extend their own authority. With 
pleafure they beheld the kilig involved in a foreign war, 

which rendered him every day more dependent on the 

parliament ; while at the fame time the fituation of the. 

kingdom, even without any military preparations, gave 
it fufficient fecurity againfi: all invafion from foreigners. 

Perhaps too, it had partly proceeded from expectations 
of this nature, that the popular leaders had been fo ur-

gent for a rupture with Spain; nor is it credible, that. 

religious zeal could fo far have blinded all of them as to 
make them difcover, in fuch a meafure, any appearance 
of neceffity, or any hopes of fuccefs. 

BuT, however natural all thefe fentiments might ap
peJr to the country-party, it is not to be imagined, that 
Charles would entertain the fame ideas. Strongly prej u
diced in favour of the duke, whom he had heard fo 
highly extolled in parliament, he could not conjecture 

the caufe of fo fudden an alteration in their opinions. 

And when the war, which they themfelves had fo ear
neflly folicited, was at laft commenced, the immediate, 
defertion of their fovereign could not but feem very 

unaccountable. Even though no farther motive had 

been fufpetled, the refufal of fupply in fuch circum
fiances, would naturally to him appear cruel and de
ceitful : But when he perceived, that this meafure 
proceeded from an intention of encroaching on his au

thority, he failed not to regard thefe aims as highly 
<;;riminal and traitorous. T'hofe lofty ideas of monar
chical power, which were very commonly adopted during 
that age, and to which the a!llbiguous nature of the En;
]jfh confiitution gave fo plaufible an appc~rance, were 
nrmly 4ivctted in Charles ; and however moderate his 

temper, 



liiSTOR Y OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C H A P. temper, the natural and unavoidable prepoffcffions of felf· 
L. 

"--v---J love, joined to the late uniform precedents in favour of 

JE~s· prerogative, had made him regard his political tenets as 

certain and uncontroverted. Taught to confider eve1i 

the antient laws and confiitution more as lines to direct 

his conduct than barriers to withfbnd his power ; a con

fpiracy to ereCl: new ramparts, in order to ftraiten his 

authority, appeared but one degree removed from open 

fedition and rebellion. So atrocious in his eyes was fuch 

a ddign, that he feems even unwilling to impute it to 

1rth July. the commons : And, tho' he was confirained to adjourn the 

parliament by reafon of the plague, which at that time 

raged in London ; he immediatd y re-affembled them at 

Oxford, and made a new attempt to gain from them 

.rfl: Augufi. fome fupplies in fuch an urgent neceffity. 

Parl iament CHARLES now found himfelf obliged to depart from 
at Oxford, 

that delicacy, which he had formerly maintained. By 

himfelf or his minifrers, he entered into a particular de

tail, both of the alliances which he had formed, and of 

the military operations which he had projeCted u. He 

told the parliament, that, by a promife of fubfidies, he 

had engaged the king of Denmark to take part in 

the war; that this monarch intended to enter Germany 

by the north, and to rouze to arms thofe princes, who 

jmpatiently longed for an oportunity of afferting th~ 

liberty of the empire; that Mansfeldt had undertaken to 

penetr~te with an Englifh army into the Palatinate, and 

by that quarter to excite the members of the evangelical 

un~on ; that the ftates rnufr be fupported in the unequal 

warfare which they maintained with Spain ; that no lefs 

a fum than 700,000 pounds a year had been found, by 

computation, requifite for all thefe purpofes; that the 

maintenance of the fleet and the defence of Ireland de

manded an annual expence of 40o,ooo pounds; that he 

u Dugdale., p. ~s, a6. 
himfelf 
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h!mfelf had already exhaufred and anticipated, in the C H A P. 
L. 

public fervice, his whole revenue, and had fcarcely left \...-v--.1 

fufficient for the daily fubfifrence of himfelf and his fa- I6zs. 

mi1y w; that on his acceffion to the crown, he found a 
debt of above 3oo,ooo pounds, contraCted by his father, 
in fupport of the Palatine; and that, while prince of 
'\!Vales, he had himfelf contraCl:ed debts, notwithftanding 
l1is great frugality, to the amount of JO,ooo pounds, 
which he had expended entirely on naval and military 
armaments. After mentioning all thefe facts, the king 
even condefcended to ufe entreaties. He faid, that this 
requeft was the firft that he had ever made them; that 
he was young and in the commencement of his reign; 
and, if he now met with kind and dutiful ufage, it 
would endear to him the ufe of parliaments, and would 
for ever preferve an entire harmony between him and 
his people x. 

To thefe reafons the commons remained inexorable. 
Notwithftanding that the king's meafures, on the fuppo
fition of a foreign war, which they had conftantly de
manded, were altogether unexceptionable, they obil:i
nately refufed any farther aid. Some members favour
able to the court, having infiil:ed on an addition of two 
fifteenths to the former fupply, even this pittance 
was refufed Y ; though it was known, that a fleet and 
army were lying at Portfmouth, in great want of pay 
and provifions; and that Buckingham the admiral, and 
the treafurer of the navy, had advanced on their own 
credit near a hundred thoufand pounds for the fea
fervice z. Befides all their other motives, the houfe of 
commons had made a difcovery, which, as they wanted 

·w Parl. Hift. vol. vi. p. 396, 

x Rulh, vol. i. p. 177, 178, &c. P.ul, Hill. vol. vi. p. 399• Frankly~, 
P• 1o8. Iog. Journ. IO Aug. x6z.s. 1 Rufh. vol. i, p. I go. 

z I>arl, Hill. vol. vi. p. 390. 

but 
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c H A P. but a pretence for their refufal, inflamed them again£l: thf 

~court and againft the duke of Buckingham. 
- 16zs. WHEN J ames deferted the 5pani!h alliance, and court .. 

ted that of France, he had promifed to furni!h Lewis, 

who was entirely defl:itute of naval force, with one fhip 

of war together with feven armed vcffels, hired from the 

merchants. Thefe the French court had pretended they 

would employ againfr the Genoefe, who, being firm and 
ufeful allies to the Spanifu monarchy, were naturally 

regarded with an evil eye'j both by the king of France, 

and of England. When thefe veffels, by Charles's or

ders, arrived at Diepe, there arofe a fl:rong fufpicion, 
that they were to ferve againfr Rochelle. The failors 
were inflamed. That race of men, who are at prefent 

both carelefs and ignorant in all matters of religion, were 

at that time only ignorant. They drew up ·a remon .. 
ftrance to Pennington, their commander ; and figning all 
their names in a circle, lefi he iliould difcover the ring• 

leaders, they laid it under his prayer-book. Pennington 
declared, that he would rather be hanged in England for 

difobedience, than fight againft his brother proteftants in 
France. The whole fquadron failed immediately to the 
Downs. There they received new orders from Bucking· 
ham, lord admiral, to return to Diepe. As the duke 

knew, that authority alone would not fuffi.ce, he em
ployed much art and many fubtleties to engage them to 

obedience ; and a rumor, which was fpread, that peace 

had been concluded between the French king and the 
hugonots, affifred him in his purpofe. When they ar
rived at Diepe, they found that they had been deceived. 

Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who commanded one of the 

veffels, broke thro' and returned to England. All th~ 

officers and failors of all the other fhips, notwithftanding 

great offers made them by the French, immediately 

deferted. One gunner alone preferred duty towards his 
king 
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·ing to the caufe of religion; and he was afterwards C H A P. 
L. 

killed in charging a cannon before Rochelle a. The~ 

care, which hiftorians have taken to record this frivolous 1625• 

event, proves with what pleafure the news was received 
by the nation .. 

THE hou(e of commons, when informed of thefe 
tranfactions, lhowed the fame attachment with the failors 
for the protellant religion; nor was their zeal much bet
ter guided by reafon and found policy. It was not con
fidcred, that it was highly probable the king and the duke 
thcmfelves had here been deceived by the artifices of 
.France, nor had they any hofiile intention againfi: the 
Hugonots ; that, were it otherwife, yet might their 
mcafurcs be juitified by the mofi obvious and moll: re
ceived maxims of civil policy ; that, if the force of Spain 
were really fo exorbitant as the commons imagined, the 
French monarch was the only prince that could oppofe 
its progrefs, and preferve the baiance of Europe; that 
his power was at prefent fettered by the Hugonots, who, 
being pofldfed of many pri~,•ileges and even of fortified 
own , formed an empire within his empire, and kept 

him in perpetual je:1loufy and inquietude; that an infur
reCl:ion h .~J been at that t ime, wantonly and volun
tarily, formed by their leaders, who, being difg~fied in 
fome court-intrigue, took advantage of the never-faiiing 
pretence of religion, in order to cover their rebellion; 
that· the Dutch, influenced by thefe views, had ordered 
a fqu :ulron of twenty !hips to join the French fleet, em
JJloyed againfl: the inhabitants of Rochelle b; that the 
Spaniili monarch, fenG.ble of the fame confequences, 
fccretl y ftJ pported the protefi:ants in France ; and that 
all princes had ever facrificed to reafons of frate the in
tere!h of their religion in foreign countries. All thele 

~ Franklyn, p. ro9. Ru{b , vol. i. p. 175,1761 &c:. 325, 31.6
1 

&c. 
Journ. 13 Apnl, I6l6. 

VoL. VI. P obv:ous 
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C H A P. obvious confiderations had no influence. Great mur:.. 

~ murs and difcontents frill prevailed in parliament. The 

16zs. Hugonots, though they had no ground of complaint 

againfl: the French court, were thought to be as much 

entitled to affifl:ance from England, as if they had taken 

arms in defence of their liberties and religion againfl: the 
perfecuting rage of the Catholics. And it plainly appears 
from this incident, as well as from many others, that, 
of all European nations, the Britifh were at that time, 

and till long after, the mofl: under the influence of that 

religious fpirit, which tends rather to inflame bigotry 

than encreafe peace and mutual charity. 
ON this occafion, the commons renewed their eternal 

complaints againfr the growth of popery, which was ever 

the chief of their grievances, and now their only one c, 

They demanded a frrict execution of the penal laws 

againfl: the catholics, and remonfl:rated againfl: fome late 
pardons, granted to priefl:s d, They attacked Montague, 
one of the king's chaplains, on account of a moderate 
book, which he had lately publifued, and which, to 

their great difgufi, faved virtuous catholics, as well as 

other Chrifl:ians, from eternal torments e, Charles gave 

them a gracious and a co.npliant anfwer to all their 
remonftrances. He was however, in his heart, extremely 

averfe to thefe furious meafures.. Though a determined 

protefl:ant, by principle as well as mclination, he had 

entertained no violent horror againfl: popery; and a little 
humanity, he thought, was due by the nation to the reli
gion of their ancefiors. That degree of liberty, which 

is now indulged to Catholics, though a party much more 
obnoxious than during the reign of the Stuarts, it fuited 

neither with Charles's fentiments, nor the humour of 
the age, to allow them. An abatement of the more rigo-

c Franklyn, p. 3, &c. d Pari. Hift. vol. vi. p. 3i4· Journ. 

1 Aug. 16z,s. c Pari, Hift, vol. vi. P• 353• Journ, 7 July, 1625• 

rous 
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tous laws was all he intended; and his engagements c H A P. 

with France, notwithfianding that their regular execu-~ 
tion had never been promifed or expected, req uircd of z6z5. 

him fome indulgence. But fo unfortunate was this 
prince, that no meafure, embraced dur;ng his whole reign, 

was ever attended with more unhappy and more fatal con-
feq uences. 

THE extreme rage againfr popery was a fure charaClc
rifiic of puritanifm. 1""'he houfe of commons difcovered 
other infallible fymptoms of the prevale11ce of that party. 
They petitioned the king for replacing fuch able clergy 
as had been filenced for want of conformity to the cere
monies r. They alfo enacted laws for the frnct obfervance 

of Sunday, which the Puritans affected to call the Sab
bath, and which they f.mttified by the m oft melancholy 
indolence g. It is to be remarked, that the different ap
pellations of this feflival were at that time known fymbols 
of the different parties. 

THE king, finding tha-t the parliament was refol ved to 
grant him no fupply, and would furnilh him with no .. 
thing but empty proteftations of duty h, or difagreeable 
complaints of grievances; took advantage of the plague i, 

which began to appear at Oxford, and on that pretence, 
immediately diffolved them. By finifhing the feffion 
with a di.ffolution 1 infread of a prorogation, he fufficiently 
expre.ffed his difpleafurc at their conduCt. 

To fupply the want of parliamentary aids, Charles Augu!l: n• 
iffued privy-feals for borrowing money from his fub-

f Rufh. vol. i. p. z8r. g 1 Car. I. cap.'· Journ. 2.1 June, x6z5. 
h Franklyn, p. 113. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. zgo. 

i The plague was really fo violent, that it had been moved in the houCe, 
at the b•ginning of the feffion, to petition the king to adjourn them. Journ. 

2.1 June, 1625. So it w.ts impoffible to enter upon grievance!, even if there 

had been any. The only bufinefs of the parliament was to give fupply, which 

was fo much wanted by the king, in order to carry on the war in which they 

had engaged him. 

p 2 jects. 
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c H A P. je8s k. The advantage reaped by this expedient was a 

~ fmall compenfation for the difgufl: which it occafioned .. 

16zs. By means,. however, of that fupply, and by other expe

dients, he was, though with difficulty, enabled to equip 
oaober r. his Beet. It confifl:ed of eighty veffels, great and fmall; 

and carried on board an army of 1 o,ooo men. Sir Ed
ward Cecil, lately created Vifcount Wimbleton, was 

Naval expe- entrufred with the command. He failed immediate] y for 

:~~~~s;~:n. Cadiz, and found the bay full of Spanifh fhips of great 
value. He either negleCled to attack thefe fhips, or 

attempted it prepofrcroufl y. The army was landed, 
and a f-ort taken: But the undifciplined foldiers, finding 

:fiore of wine, could not be refrrained from the utmofi: 
' 

November. 

exceffes. Farther fray appearing fruitlefs, they were re-
imbarked ; and the fleet put to fea w1th an intention of 

intercepting the Spaniili galleons. But the plague having 

feized the feamen and foldiers, they were obliged to a-

bandon all hopes of this prize, and return to England ... 
Loud complaints ware made againfl: the court for entrufl:
ing fo important a command to a man like Cecil, whom,. 
though he poffeffed great experience, the people, judging 

by the event, efl:eemed of fiend er capacity 1. 

16:6. CHARLES, having failed of fo rich a prize, was ob--

11ged again to have recourfe to a parliament. Though· 

the ill fuccefs of his enterprizes diminifhed his authority" 

and fhowed every day more plainly the imprudence of the 

Spanifh war; though the encreafe of his neceffities ren

dered him more dependent, and more expofed to the en

croachments of tbc commons; he was refolved to try 
once more that rec;ular and conftitutional expedient for 

Second par· fupply. Perhaps too, a little political art, which at that 
liament. time he 'pratl:ifed, w-as much trufl:ed to. He had named 

four popular leaders, £heriffs of counties ; Sir Edward 

k Rulh. vol. i, p. Jg:t. Pari. Hift, vol. vi, p. 407. 

p. 11 3• Rulhworth, voir i, p. 196, 
1 Franklyn, 

Coke~ 
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Coke, Sir Robert Philips, Sir Thomas Wentworth, and c HA P. 

Sir Francis Seymour; and, though the quefiion had~~ 
been formerly much contefied m, he thought that he had 16~6. 
by that means incapacitated them from being eleCted mem-
bers. But his intention being fo evident, rather put 
the commons more upon their guard. Enow of patriots 

fiill remained to keep up the ill humour of the houfc; 
and men needed but little infl:ruB:ion or rhetoric to recom-
mend to them pratl:ices, which encreafed their own im .. 
portance and confideration. The weaknefs of the court 
alfo could r..ot more evidently appear, than by its being 
reduced to ufe fo ineifeCl:ual an expedient, in order to 
Qbtain an influence over the commons. 

THE views, therefore, of the 1aft parliament were im- February 
6

• 

mcdiately adopted ; as if the fame me!~ lud been every 
where eleCted, and no time had intervcn::d fince their 
meeting. When the king laid before the houfe his necef-
fities, and afKed for fupply, they immediately voted him 
three fubfidies and three fifteenths; and though they 
afterwards added one fubfidy more, the fum was little 
proportioned to the greatncfs of the occafion, and ill fit-

ted to promote thofe views of fuccefs and glory, for 
which the young prince, in his firt1 enterprize, fo ar~ 
dently longed. But this circumfrance was not the mofl: 
difagrceable one. The fupply was only voted by the 
commons. The palling of that vote into a law was re-
{erved till the end of the feffion n. A .condition was there-

by made, in a very undifguifed manner, with their fove-
reign. Under colour of redreffing grievances, which, 
during this fhort reign, could not be very numerous ; 
they were to proceed in regulating and controuling every 

m It is always an exprefs claufe in the writ of fummom, that no Dleriff 
lhall be choft:n; but the contrary prJctice had often prev.1.iled. D'Ewes, 

p. 38. Y.!t !lill great doubts were entertained on this head, See Journ. 

9 April) 1614. a Journ, '-7 March) 16z.6. 
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c H A p, part of government, which difpleafed them: And if th~ 
~king either cut them fhort in this undertaking, or re-

1626. fufed compliance with their demands, he mufr not ex
peel any fupply from the commons. Great diffatisfac
tion wa'3 expreffed by Charles at a treatment, which 
he deemed fo hadh and undutiful 0 • But his urgent 
neccffities obliged him to fubmit; and he waited with 
patience, obfcrving to what fide they would turn them
felvcs. 

Impeach
ment of 
Bucking
ham. 

THE duke of Buckingham, formerly obnoxious to the 
public, became every day more unpopular, by the fymptoms 
which appeared both of his want of temper and pru
dence, and of the uncontrouled afcendant, which he had 
acquired over his mafier P. Two violent attacks he was 
obliged this feffion to fufrain; one from the earl of Brif· 
tol, another from the houfe of commons. 

As long as James lived, Brifrol, fecure of the con
cealed favour of that monarch, had expreffed all duty 
:1nd obedience ; in expeCtation that an opportunity would 
offer of re- inflating himfelf in his former credit and 
authority. Even after Charles's acceffion, he defpaired 
not. He fubmitted to the king,s commands of remaining 
at his country-feat, and of abfenting himfelf from parlia
ment, Many trials he made to regain the good opinion 
of his mafier; but finding them all fruitlefs, and ob· 
ferving Charles to be entirely governed by Buckingham, 
his implacable enemy, he refolved no longer to keep any 
meafures with the court. A new fpirit, he faw, and 
a new power arifing in the nation; and to thefe he was 

o P.trlia ~entary Hill:ory, vol. vi ~ p. 449• Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 1~4· 
P H1s credit with the king had given him fuch influence, that he had no 

.t.fs than twenty ptoxies granted him this parliament by fo many peers; 
hich occaiioned a vote, that no peer ihould have above two proxies. The 

~:a: \,f L;!i.:dle: in 1585 had once ten proxies, D'Ewes, p. 314. 
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determined for the future to trufi for his fecurity and pro- c H A P. 
L. 

tecrion. ~ 

WHEN the parliament was fummoned , Charles, by a 161 6 • 

flretch of prerogative, had given orders that no wri t, as 
is cufl:omary, ihould be fent to Brifi:ol q. That no
bleman applied to the houfe of lords by petition ; and 
craved their good offices with the king for outaining what 
was his due as a peer of the realm. His writ was fent 
him; but accompanied with a letter from the lord keepe-r, 
Coventry, commanding him, in the king's name, to ab-
fent himfe]f from parliament. This letter Brifiol con-
veyed to the lords, and aiked advice how to proceed in 
fo delicate a fituation r, The king's prohibitiOil was 
withd~awn, and Brifiol took his feat. Provoked at thefe 
repeated inlhnces of rigour, which the court denomi-
nated contumacy, Charles ordered his attorney-general to 
enter an accufation of high treafon againfl: him. By way 
of recrimination, Briftol accufed Buckingham of high 
treafon. Both the earl's defence of himfelf and accufa-
tion of the duke remain s; and together with fame origi-
nal letters frill extant, contain the fullefr and mofi: au-
thentict account of all the negociations with the houfe Of 
Aufi:ria. From the whole, the great imprudence of the 
duke evidently appears, and the fway of his ungovernable 
paffions; but it would be difficult to collect thence any 
atlion, which in the eye of the law could be deemed ·a 
crime; much lefs could fubjeet him to the penalty of 
treafon. 

THE impeachment of the commons was fiilllefs dan
gerous to the duke~ were it efiimated by the ftandard o.f 
iaw and equity. The houfe, after having voted, upon 
fame queries of Dr. Turner's, that common fame was a 

q Rulhworth, vol . i. p. 236. r Jbid. vol. i. p. 7.37• Franklyn, 

p. ao, &c. s Ru!bworth, vol. i. p. :zs6. :z6z, "63, &c. Franklyn, 

P• 12.J, &c. 

p4- fu.fficient 
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C H A P. Jujficient ground of accujatiorz by the cornmons r, proceeded to 

~~frame regular articles againfi: Buckingh2m. They ac-
I6z6. cufcd him, of having united many offices in his perfon; 

of having bought two of them ; of neglecting to guard 

the feas, infomuch that many merchant-!hips had fallen 

into the hands of the enemy; of delivering {hips to the 

French king, in order to ferve againfr the Hugonots; of 

being employed in the fale of honours and offices ; of 

accepting extenfive grants from the crown ; of procuring 

many titles of honour for his kindred; and of <!dmini· 

:fiering phyfic to the late king without acquainting his 

phyficians. All thefe articles- appear, from compa.ring 

the accufation and reply, to be either frivolous, or falfe, 

or both 5
• The only charge, ·which could b .~ regarded 

M important, was, that he had extorted a fum of ten 

thoufand pounds from the Eafi India company, and that 

he had confifcatcd fome goods belonging to .Frenc-h mer

chants, on pretence of their being the property of Spanifh. 

The impeachment never came to a fuli determination; 

fo that it is difficult for us to give a decifive opinion with 

regard to thefe articles: But it mufr be confdfed, that the 

duke's anfwer in thefe particulars, as in all the rcft, is 

fo clear and fatisfaB:ory, that it is impoffible to refufe 

our affent to it r, His f:1ults and blemifhes were in many 

rcfpctl:s very great; but rap::tciry and avarice we1e vices, 

with which he was entirely unacquaint d. 

IT is remarkable, that the commons, though fo much 

at a lofs to find articles of charge againfi Buckingham, 

never adopted Brifiol's accufation, or impeached the duke 

for his conduct in the Spani(h treaty, the mofi blameable 

circumfiancc in his whole life. He had reafon to believe 

tLe Spaniards fincere in their profeffions; yer, in order to 

r Rufhworth, vol. i. p . 217. Whitlorke, p. 5· 
vol. i. p. 306, &c, 375, &c, Journ. 25 Mar~h, 162.6, 

"i· 7· 

s R u!hworth1 

t Vv'hitlocke, 

gratify 
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grtify his private paffions, he had hurried his mafier and C H A P. 

his country into a war pernicious to the interefis of both. ~ 
But fo rivetted throughout the nation were the prejudices 16~6. 
with regard to Spaniili deceit and falfehood, that very 
few of the commons feem as yet to have been convinced 
that they had been feduced by Buckingham's narrative: 
A certain proof that a d ifcovery of this nature was not, 
as is imagined by feveral hifiorians, the caufe of fo fud
den and furprifing a variation in the meafures of the 
parliament u. 

\VHILE the commons were thus warmly engaged againfl: 
B~ckingham, the king ieemed defirous of embracing 
every opportunity, by which he could exprefs a contempt 
and difregard for them. No one was at that time fuffi.
ciently fenfible of the great weight, whi~h the commons 
bore in the balance of the confiitution. The hifiory of 
England had never hitherto afforded one infiance, where 
any great movement or revolution had proceeded from 
the lower houfe. :And as their rank, both confidered in 
a body and as individu.als, was but the fecond in the king
dom; nothing lefs than fatal experience could engage the 
Engliili princes to pay a due regard to the inclinations of 
that formidable alfembly. 

rrHE earl ~f Suffolk, chancellor of the univerfity of 
Cambridge, dying about this time, Buckingham, though 
lying under impeachment, was yet, by means of court
interefr, chofen in his place. The commons refented and 
loudly complained of this affront; and the more to en
rage them, the king himfelf wrote a letter to the univer
fity, extolling the duke, and giving them thanks for his 
election w. 

THE lord keeper, in the king's name, exprcfsly com
manded the houfe not to meddle with his minifier and 

u See note [TJ at the end of the volume. w Rutbworth, vol. i. 
P· 37lo 

fervant, 
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c H A P. fervant, Buckingham; and ordered them to finilh, in a 
~few days, the bill, which they had begun for the fubfi
• 16~6. dies, and to make fome addition to them; otherwife they 

mufr not expect to fit any longer x. And though thefe 

harili commands were endeavoured to be explained and 

mollified, a few days after, by a fpeech of Bucking
ham's Y, they failed not to leave a difagrecable impreffion 

behind them. 
BESIDES a more fratcly !tile, which Charles in general 

affected to this parliament than to the lafr, he went fo far, 

in a mef1:1ge, as to threaten the commons, that, if they 
did not furni!h him with fupplies, he fhould be obliged 

to try new counfels. This language was fufficiently clear: 

Yet, lefr any ambiguity {hould remain, Sir Dudley Carle

ton, vice·chamberlain, took care to explain it. " I pray 

" you confider," faid he, " what thefe new counfels are 

" or may be. I fear to declare thofe that I conceive. In 
" all Chrifrian kingdoms, you know that parliaments 

" were in ufe anciently, by which thofe kingdoms were 

" governed in a mofi: flourilhing manner; until the mo

" narchs began to know their own fi:rength, and, feeing 

" the turbulent fpirit of their parliaments, at length they, 

" by little and little, began to ftand on their prerogatives, 
" and at lafi: overthrew the ·parliaments, throughout 

" Chrifrendom, except here only with us.-Let us be 

" careful then to preferve the king's good opinion of 
" parliaments, which bringeth fuch happinefs to this 

" nation, and makes us envied of all others, while there 
" is this fweetnefs between his majefi:y and the (!om

" mons; lefr we lofe the repute of a free people by our 

" turbulency in parliament 2
." Thefe imprudent fug

gefiions rather gave warning than ftruck terror. A pre-

x Parl. Hill. vol. vi. p. 444• 

vol. i. p. 21.5. Franklyn, P• uS, 
Whitlocke, p. 6. 

Y Id. ibid. p. 451. Rutnworth, 

z R ulhwct th, vol. i. p. 359• 
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carious liberty, the commons thought, which was to be c H A P. 

preferved by unlimited complaifance, was no liberty at~ 
all. And it was neceffary, while yet in their power, to ' 16~6. 
fecure the confiitution by fuch invincible barriers, that 
no king or minifier fhould ever, for the future, dare to 
fpeak fuch a language to any parliament, or even enter-
tain fuch a project againfi them. 

Two members of the houfe, Sir Dudley Digges and 
Sir John Elliott, who had been employed as managers of 
the impeachment againfi the duke, were thrown into 
prifon a. The commons immediate] y declared, that they 
would proceed no farther upon bufinefs, till they had 
fatisfaetion in their privileges. Charles alledged, as the 
reafon of this meafure, certain feditious expreffions, 
which, he faid, had, in their accufation of the duke, 
dropped from thefe members. Upon enquiry, it appear
ed, that no fuch expreffion had been ufed b, The mem
bers were releafed, and the king reaped no other benefit 
from this attempt than to exafperate the houfe ftill 
farther, and to lhow fome degree of precipitancy and in
difcretion. 

MovED by this example, the houfe of peers were 
rouzed from their inactivity; and claimed liberty for the 
earl of Arunde1, who had been lately confined in the 
Tower. After many fruitlefs evafions, the king, though 
fomewhat ungracefully, was at lafl: obliged to comply c, 

And in this incident, it fufficiently appeared, that the 
lords, how little foever inclined to popular courfes, were 
not wanting in a jufl: fenfe of their own dignity. 

THE ill humour of the commons, thus wantonly irri-
tated by the court, and finding no gratification in the legal 
impeachment of Buckingham, fought other objects, on 
which it might exert itfelf.. The never-failing cry of 

a Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 356. b Id. ibid. p. 358. 361. Franklyn, 
p. I8o, c Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 363, 364, &c. Franklyn, p. r8r. 
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c H A P. popery here ferved them in ftead. They again claimed 

~the execution of the penal laws againfi: catholics; and 
1626. they prefented to the king a lift of perfons, entrufied 

with offices; mofi: of them infignificant, v;ho were either 

conviCted or fufpeB:ed recufants d. In this particular, 

they had, perhaps, fome reafon to blame the king's con

duCt. He had promifed to the lafi: houfe of commons a 
redrefs of this religious grievance : But he was apt, in 

imitation of his father, to imagine, that the parliament, 

when they failed of fupplying his neceffities, had, on their 
part, freed him from the obligation of a firiB: performance. 
A new odium, likewife, by thefe reprefentations, was 

attempted to be thrown upon Buckingham. His mother :J 

who had great influence over him, was a profetfed catho .. 

lie; his wife was not free from fufpicion: And the indul
gence given to catholics was of courfe fuppofed to proceed 

entirely from his credit and authority. So viobnt was. 

the bigotry of the times, that it was thought a fufficient 
reafon for difq ualifying any one from holding an office, 
that his wife, or relations, or companions, were papifis, 

though he himfelf were a conformifr e. 

IT is remarkable, that perfecution was here chiefly 

pu£hed on by laymen ; :md that the church was willing 

to have granted more liberty than would be allowed by 
the commons. The reconciling doetrines likewife of 

Montague failed not anew to meet with fevere cenfures 

from that zealous alfembly r. 

'T'HE next attack, made by the commons, had it pre

vailed, would have proved deci:live. They were prepar· 
ing a rcmonfi:rance againft the levying of tonnage and 
poundage without confent of parliament. This article, 

together with the new impofitions laid on merchandize 

by James, con!l:ituted near half of the crown-revenues; 

d Franklyn, p. I9S• Rulhworth. t See the lift in Franklyn and 
'R uthwonh. f Ruth worth, l'Ol, i, P• :tog. 
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nJ by depriving the king of thefe refources, they would C H A P. 
L. have reduced him to total fubjeB:ion and dependence. 1...---y----J 

While they retained fuch a pledge, befides the fupply 162.6. 
already promifed, they were fure that nothing could be 
refufed them. 'I'hough after canvaffing the matter near 
three months, they found themfelves utterly incapable of 
fixing any legal crime upon the duke, they regarded him 
.as an unable and perhaps a dangerous minifter; and they 
intended to prefent a petition, which would then have 
been equivalent to a command, for removing him from 
his majefiy's perfon and councils g. 

THE king was alarmed at the yoke which he faw pre
p:ued for him. Buckingham's foie guilt, he thought, was 
the being his friend and favourite h, All the other com
plaints againfr him were mere pretences. A little before 
he was the idol of the people. No new crime had fince 
been difcovered. After the mofi diligent enquiry, prompt
ed by the greateR: malice, the fmalle!l: appearance of guilt 
could not be fixed upon him. What idea, he afked, 
mu!l: all mankind entertain of his honour, fhould he 
facrifice his innocent friend to pecuniary confidera ioliiS? 
What farther authority fhould he retain i.n the nation, 
were he capable, in the beginning of his reign, to give, 
in fo fignal an inftance, fuch matter of triumph to his 
enemies, and difcouragement to his adherents? To-day, 
the commons pretend to wrefi his minifi: r from him. 
To-mor.row, they will attack fome branch of his pre
rogative. By their remonfiranccs, and promifes, and 
protcfbtions, they had engaged the crown in a war. A:s 
foon as they faw a retreat impoffible, without waiting 
for new incidents, without covering thcmfelves with 
new pretences, they immediately defer;ted him, and re
fufed him a11l reafonable fupply. It was evident, that 

I: Rulhwort!J, vol. i. p. 400, Franklyn, i>· 19~• 
1:• 178. 

h fr:mklyn, 
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c H A P. they defired nothing fo much as to fee him plunged in 
~ inextricable difficulties, of which they intended to take 

t6.7.6, advantage. To fuch deep perfidy, to fuch unbounded 
ufurpations, it was necdfary to oppofe a proper firmnefs 
and refolution. All encroachments on fupreme power 

could only be re!ified fuccefsfully on the firfi: attempt. 

The fovereign authori ty was, with fome difficulty, re
duced from its ancient and legal height; but when 
once pu£hed downwards, it foon became contemptible, 
and would eafily, by the continuance of the fame effort, 
now encouraged by fuccefs, be carried to the loweft 

extremity. 
PRoMPTED by thefe plaufible motives, Charles was 

determined immediately to diff'olve the parliament. When 
this refolution was known, the houfe of peers, whofe 
compliant behaviour entitled them to fome authority with 

him, endeavoured to interpofe i; and they petitioned him, 

that he would allow the parliament to fit fome time longer. 

Not a moment longer, cried the king haftily k; and he foon 

after ended the feffion by a diff'olution. 
As this meafure was forefeen, the commons took care 

to finiih and difperfe their remonfi:rance, which they in
tended as a juftification of their conduct to the people. 

1
sth June. The king likcwife, on his part, publifhed a declaration, 

in which he gave the reafons of his difagreement with the 

parliament, and of their fudden diff'olution, before they had 

time to conclude any one act 1• Thefe papers furnilhed the 

partizans on both fides with ample matter of apology or 
of recrimination. But all impartial men judged, " Tbat 
" the commons, though they had not as yet vio1ated any 
" law, yet, by their unpliablenefs and independence, were 

" infenfibly changing, perhaps improving, the fpirit and 

" genius, while they preferved the forms of the confti-

i Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 398. k Sanderfon's Life of Charles J, 
p. ss, 1 Franklyn, P• 1031 &c, Parl. Hifr. yol. vii. p. 3oo. 
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•( tution : And that the king was acting altogether with- C H A P. 

" out any plan ; running on in a ro?.c.l furrounded on a1} ~ 
" fides with the mofr dangerous precipices, and concert- 16:6. 

't ing no proper meafures, either for fubmitting to the 
" obfrinacy of the commons, or for fubd uing it." 

AFTER a breach with the parliament, which feemed fo 
difficult to repair, the only rational counfel, which Charle 
could purfue, was immediately to conclude a peace wit!\ 
Spain, and to render himfelf, as far as poffible, independant 
of his people, who difcovered fo little inclination to fuppo.Ft 
him, or rather who fe€m to have formed a determined 
refolution to abridge his authority. Nothing could be 
more cafy in the execution than this meafure, nor more 
agreeable to his own and to national interefr. But, befides 
the treaties and engagements, which he had entered into 
with Holland and Denmark, the king's thoughts were at 
this time averfe to pacific counfels. There are two cir
cumfiances in Charles's character, feemingly incompatible, 
which attended him during the whole courfe of his reign, 
and were in part the caufc of his misfortunes: He was very 
fieady and even obfiinate in his purpofe ; and he was eafil y 
governed, by reafon of his facility, and of his deference to 

men much inferior to himfelf both in morals and under
fl:anding. His great ends he inflexibly maintained: But 

the means of attaining them, he readily received from his 
rninifrers and favourites, though not always fortunate in his 
choice. The violent, impetuous Buckingham, inflamed 
with a defire of revenge for injuries which he himfeJf had 
committed, and animated with a love of glory which he 
had not talents to merit, had at this time, notwithfianding 
his profufe licentious life, acquired an invincible afcend
ant over the virtuous and gentle temper of the king. 

THE new counjel, which Charles had mentioned to the 
parliament, were now to be tried, in order to fuppJy his 

.neceffities. Had he poffdfed any military force, on which 

he 
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c H A P. he could rely, it is not improbable, that he had at once 
L. . 

'--y---) taken off the mafk, and governed Without any regard to 

. I6z.6. parliamentary privileges : So high an idea had he received 
V1olent 
meafures of of kingly prerogative, and fo contemptible a notion of the 

the court, rights of thofe popular afiemblies, from which, he very 

naturally thought, he had met with fuch ill ufage. But 

his army was new levied, ill paid, and worfe difciplined; 

no-wife fuperior to the mili ia, who were much more 

numerous, and who were in a great meafure under the 

influence of the country-gentlemen. It behoved him, 

therefore, to proceed cautiouily, and to cover his enter

prizes under the pretence of ancient precedents, which, 

confidering the great authority commonly enjoyed by his 

predeceffors, could not be wanting to him. 

A COMMISSION was openly granted to compound with 

, the catholics, and agree for difpenfing with the penal 

laws enacted againfl: them m. By this expedient, the king 

both filled his coffers, and gratified his inclination of 

giving indulgence to thefe religionifl:s : But he could not 

have employed any branch of prerogative, which would 

have been more difagreeable, or would have appeared 

more exceptionable, to his protefrant fubjccts. 

FRoM the nobility, he defired affifl:ance : From the 

city, he required a loan of Ioo,ooo pounds. The former 

contributed Ilowly: But the latter, covering themfelves 

under many pretences and excufes, gave him at laft a flat 

refufal n. 

IN order to equip a :R.eet, a difl:ribution, by order 

of council, was made to all the maritime towns; an.d 

each of them was required, with the affiftance of the 

adjacent counties, to arm fo many veffe]s as w~re ap

pointed them 0
• The city of London was rated at 

twenty fhips. This is the firft appearance, in Charles's 

m Rufhworth, vol. 1 p. 413. Whitlocke, p 7• n Rul11worth, 

nl i p. 415. Franklyn, p. zo6-. Q Rufhworth ut fupra, 
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reign, of !hip-money; a taxation which had once beeh C 1-I A P. 
impofed by Elizabeth, but which afterwards, when car-~ 
tied fome fi:eps farther by Charles, created fuch violent IGl.G. 
difcontents. 

OF fome, loans were required P: To others the way 
of benevolence was propofed : Methods fupported by pre.=. 
cedent, but always invidious even in times more fub ... 

miffive and compliant. In the mofl: abfolute govern
ments, fuch expedients would be regarded as irregular 
and unequal. 

THEsE counfels for fupp1y were conducted with fome 
moderation; till news arrived, that a great battle was fought 

between the king of Denmark and count Tilly, the im-
perial general ; in which the former was totally defeated. :_sth Au;6 
Money now, more than ever, became neceffary, in order 
to repair fo great a brc~ch in the alliance, and to fupport 
a prince, who was fo nearly allied to Charles, and wha 
had been engaged in the war chieRy by the intrigues

1 
folicitationi, and promifes of the Englifh monarch. Af-

ter fome deliberation, an aCl: of council was pafTed ; im-
porting, that as the urgency of affairs admitted not the 
way of parliament; the mofi: fpecdy, equal, and conve-
nient method of fupply was by a GENERAL LoAN from 
the fubjeCl:, according as every man was afteffed in the 
rolls of the Iafl: fubfidy. That precife fum was required, 
which each would have paid, had the vote of four fubfi-
dies paffed into a law: But care was taken to inform 
the people, that the fums cxaCl:ed were not to be called 
fubfidies, but loans q. Had any doubt remained, whe .. 
ther forced loans, however authorized by precedent, and 
even by fl:atute, were a violation of liberty; and muft~ 
by neceffary confeq uence, render all parliaments fuper .. 
fluous ; this was the proper expedient for opening the 

P Rulhwcrth, vol. i, p. 416, 

VoL. VI. 
q Ibid, p. 418, Whitlocke, p. 8. 
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c H A P.eyes of the whole nation. The example of Henry VIII .. 

~who had once, in his arbitrary reign, praCl:ifed a like 

J6z6. method of levyin5 a regular fupply, was generally 

deemed a very infufficient authority. 
THE commiffioners appoint-ed to levy thefe loans, 

among other articles of fecret infrruB:ion, were enjoined, 
" If any fuall refufe to lend,. and lhall make delays or 

" excufes, and perfifl: in his obfl:inacy, that they examine 

" him upon oath, whether he has been dealt with to 

" deny or refufe to lend, or make an excufe for not 
" lending ? Who has dealt with him, and what fpeeches 

" or perfuafions were ufed to that purpofe ? And that 
" they alfo 1hall charge every fuch perfon, in his ma-

• " jefty's name, upon his allegiance, not to difclofe to 

" any oPle what his anfwer was r." So violent an in
quifitorial power, fo impraCticable an attempt at fecrecy,. 

were the objeB:s of indignation, and even, in fome de. 
gree, of ridicule. 

THAT religious prejudices might fupport civil autho

rity, fermons were preached by Sibthorpe and Manwaring, 
in favour of the general loan; and the court induftrioufly 

fpread them over the kingdom. Paffive obedience was 

there recommended in its full extent, the whole autho
rity of the ftate was reprefented as belonging to the king 
alone, and all limitations of law and a conftitution were 

rejeCted as feditious and impious '• So openly was this 

cloB:rine efpoufed by the court, that Archbilhop Abbot, a 
popular and virtuous prelate, was, becaufe he rcfufed to 

licenfe Sibthorpe's fermon, fufpended from the exercife

of his office, banilhed from London, and confined to one 

of his country-feats r. Abbot's principles of liberty, 

and his oppofition to Buckingham, had always rendered 

llim very ungracious at court, and had acquired him the 

r Rufhwortb, vol. i. P• 419. Franklyn, p. 'J.07• s Rufhworth 

vol. i. P• 4~~. Franklyn, P• :1.08! t Rulhworth, vol. i. P• 431. ~ 
charaCler 
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charaB:er of a puritan. For it is remarkable, that this C H A 1'. 
L. party made the privileges of the nation as much a part "----v--1 

of their religion, as the church-party did the prerogatives 16l 6• 

of the crown; and nothing tended farther to recommend 
among the people, who always take opinions in the lump, 
the whole fyfrem and all the principles of the former feet. 
The king foon found, by fatal experience, that this engine 
of religion, which with fo little neceffity was introduced 
into politics, falling under more fortunate management, 
was played with the mo11: terrible fuccefs againfl: him. 

WHILE the king, infiigated by anger and neceffity, 
thus employed the whole extent of his prerogative, the 
fpirit of the people was far from being fubdued. Through
out England, many refufed thefe loans ; fome were 
even active in encouraging their neighbours to infi11: upon 
their common rights and privileges. By warrant of the 
council, tbefe were thrown into prifon t. 1\1o11: of them 
with patience fubmitted to confinement, or applied by pe

tition to the king, who commonly releafed them. Five 
gentlemen alone, Sir Thomas Darnel, Sir John Corbet, 
Sir Waiter Earl, Sir John Heveningham, and ~ir Ed
mond Hambden, had fpirit enough, at their own hazard 
and expence, to defend the public liberties, and to de
mand releafemcnt, not as a favour from the court, but as 
their due, by the laws of their country"· No particular 
caufe was affigned of their commitment. The fpecial 
command alone of the king and council was pleaded. 
And it was aiferted, that, by law, this was not fufficient 
reafon for refufing bail or releafement to the prifoners. 

'rH IS q ueil:ion was brought to a folemn trial, before 
the king's bench; and the whole kingdom was attentive 
to the iifue of a caufe, which was of much greater con
fequence than the event of many battles. 

t Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 4%9• Franklyn, p. %to, 

n Ru!hworth, vo1, i. p. 458. Franklyn, p. 2:4. Whit!ocke
1 

p. 8, 
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c H A P. BY the debates on this fubjea, it appeared, beyond 

~ controverfy, to the nation, that their ancdl:ors had been 
sliz.o. fo jealous of perfonalliberty, as to fecure it againfi: arbi

trary power, in the crown, by fix., feveral ftatutes, and 

by an article~ of the GREAT CHARTER itfelf, the moft 

facred foundation of the la vs and confi:itution. But the 
kings of England, who had not been able to prevent the 

enaCting of thefe laws; had fufficient authority, when the 
tiJe of liberty was (pent, to ob!l:ruCl: their regular execu

tion ; and they deemed it fuperHuous, to attempt the 

formal repeal of flatates which they found fo many ex

pedients and pretences to elude. Turbulent and feditious 

times frequently occurred, when the fafety of the people 

abfolutel y required the confinement of fatl:ious leaders; 

and by the genius of the old confi:itution, the prince, of 

bimfelf, was accufromed to a!fume every branch of pre

rogative, which tv.as found necefTary for the prefervation 

of public peace and of his own authority. Expediency, 

at other times, would cover itfelf under the appearance 

of oeceffity ; and, in proportion as precedent multiplied, 

the wiH alone of the fovereign was fufficient to fupply the 

pl~ce of expediency, of which he conftituted himfelf the 

tole judge. In .;,n age and nation where the power of a 
turbulent nobili :y prevailed, and where the king bad no 

i"ett1cd mllitary fo~ce, th-e only means, that could 

maintain p.ublic peace., was the exertion of fuch prompt 

.and difcretionary powers in the crown ; and the public 

itfelf h;1d become fo fenfible of the neceffity, that thofe 

ancient laws in favour of perfonal liberty, while often 

viot.ated, had never been chall~nged or revived~ during the 

courfc of near three centuries. Though rebellious fub
jeCls had freqllf:.ntly, in the open field, rcfifl:ed the king's 

t} EiW". nr. cap. 4• 2.8 Edw. IlL c2p. 1· 37 Ed , I I. ·:.p. 11 
:.S Ed·v. 111. cap. 9• fZ Ulw. 111. cap. 3• 1 Richard H. cap. IZ. 

z. Chap. 2.9• 
? authority; 
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authority; no perfon had been found fo bold, while con- C FI A P • 
.fined and at mercy, as to fet himfelf in oppofition to re-~ 
gal power, and to claim the proteCtion of the confiitution, 162. • 
againft the will o f the fovereign. It was not till this 
age, when the fpirit of liberty was univerfal1y diWufed, 
when the prim ipl s of government were nearly reduced 
to a fyfrem, when the tempers of men, more civilized, 
feemed lefs to require thofe violent exertions of preroga-
tive, that thefe five gentlemen above-mentioned, by a 
noble effort, ventured, in thi.., national caufe, to bring 
the quefl:ion to a final determination. And the king was 
afionifhed to obferve, that a power, exercifed by his pre-
deceffors almofr without interrup tion, was found, upon 
trial, to be direCtly oppofite to the cleareft Jaws, and 
fupported by few undoubted precedents in courts of judi-
cature. Thefe had fcarce1y, in any inftance, refufed 
bail upon commitments by fpecial command of the king; 
becaufe the perfons committed had feldom or never dared 
to demand it; at leaft, to infift on their demand. 

SIR Randolf Crew, chief jufrice, had been difplaced, r627 , 
as unfit for the purpofes of the court: Sir Nicholas 
Hyde, efteemed more obfequious, had obtained tnat high 
office: Yet the judges, by his direction, went no farther 
than to remand the gentlemen to prifon, and refufe the 
bail which was offered Y. Heathe, the attorney-gene-
ral, infi!ted, that the court, in imitation of the judges 
in the 34th of Elizabethz, fhould enter a general judge-
ment that no bail could be granted, upon a commitment 
by t~e king or council a. But the judges wifely declined 
complying. The nation, they faw, was already, to the 
]aft degree, exafperated. In the prefent difpofition of 
men's minds, univerfal com~laints prevailed, as if the 

Y Rufltwort~, vol. i. p. 46~. z State Trials, vol. vii.• p. 147,. 
a Stato: Trials, ibid. p. 161. 
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c H A P. kingdom were reduced to flavery. And the mofi: invi

~ dious prerogative of the crown, it was faid, that of im-

1627· prifoning the fubjecr, is here openly, and folemnly, and 
in numerous infiances, exercifed for the mofi: invidious 
purpofe; in order to extort loans, or rather fubfidies, 

without confent of parliament. 
BuT this was not the only hardlhip, of which, the 

nation then thought, they had reafon to complain. The 
army, which had made the fruitlefs expedition to Cadiz, 

was difperfed throughout the kingdom; and money was 
levied upon the counties, for the payment of their quar

ters 11 • 

THE foldiers were billetted upon private houfes, con

trary to cufrom, which required, that, in all ordinary 

cafes, thc.y ihould be quartered in inns and public 

houfes c. 

THosE, who had refufed or delayed the loan, were 

fure to be loaded with a great number of thefe danger

ous and diforderly guefi:s. 
MANY too, of low condition, who had lhown a re

fractory difpofidon, were preffed into the fervice, and 
inJified in the fleet or army c~. Sir Peter Hayman, for the 

fame reafon, was difpatched on an errand to the Palati

nate~. Glanville, an eminent lawyer, had been obliged, 
during the former interval of parliament, to accept of an 
office in the navy f. 

THE foldiers, ill-paid and undifciplined, committed 

. many crimes and outrages; and much encreafed the 

public difcontents. To prevent thefe diforders, martial 
]clW, fo req uifite to the fupport of difcipline, was exer
ci :ed upon the foldiers. By a contraditl:ion, which is 

natural, when the people are exafperated, the outrages of 

the army were complained of; the remedy was thought 

b Ru!hworth, vol. i, p. 419. c Ibid. d Ibid. p. 4~1. 
c I:::id . P· 431, f Pari. Hifr, vol. vii. p. 310, 
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itill more intolerable g. Though the expediency, if we C H A P, 
are not rather to fay, the neceffity of martial law, h<Jd ~ 
formerly been deemed, of itfelf, a fufficient ground for 16z7. 
eR:ablilhing it; men, now become more jealous of liberty, 
and more refined reafoners in que:fl:ions of government, 
regarded, as illegal and arbitrary, every exercife of awtho-
rity, which was not fupported by exprefs fiatute, or 
uninterrupted precedent. 

IT may fafely be affirmed, that, except a few courtier~ 
or ecclefiafi:ics, all men were difpleafed with this hig~ 
exertion of prerogative, and this new fpirit of adminifi:ra
tion. Though ancient precedents were pleaded in favour 
of the king's meafures; a con:fiderable difference, upon 
comparifon, was obferved between the cafes. ACts of 
power, however irregular, might cafually, and at inter
vals, be exercifed by a prince, for the fake of difpatch or 
expediency; and yet liberty fl:ill fub:fifi:, in fome tolerable 
degree, under his adminifhation. But where all thefe 
were reduced into a fyfi:em, were exerted without inter
ruption, were fl:udioufiy fought for, in order to fupply 
the place of laws, and fubdue the refratlory fpirit of the 
nation; it was neceffary to find fome fpeedy remedy, or 
finally to abandon all hopes of preferving the freedom of 
the confi:itution. Nor did moderate men efi:eem the 
provocation, which the king had received, though great, 
fufficient to warrant all thefe violent meafures. The 
commons, as yet, had no wife invaded his authority: 
They had only exercifed, as befi: pleafed them, their 
own privileges. Was he jufiifiable, becaufe, from one 
houfe of parliament, he had met with harlh and unkind 
treatment, to make, in revenge, an inva:fion on the rights 
and liberties of the whole nation ? 

BuT great was at this time the furprize of all men, 
when Charles, baflled in every attempt againfr the Au• 

' Ru1hworth, vol. i, p. 419. Whitlocke, p. 7• 
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c H A F'. firian dominions, eq1broiled with his own fubjetl-s, t\'Q-, 

~ fupplied with any treafure but what he extorted by the 

~6z7. mofl: invidious and moft dangerous meafures; as if the 

half of Europe, now his enemy, were not fufficient for 

War with the exercife of military prowefs; wantonly attackeq 
J'~an~e, France, the other great kingdom in his neighbourhood, 

and engaged at once in war againft thefe two powers~ 

whofe interefis were hitherto deemed fo incompatible, 

that they could never, it was thought, agree either in 

the fame friendfhips or enmities. All authentic me

moirs, both foreign and domefiic, afcribe to Bucking

ham's counfels this war with France, and repreftnt him, 

~s actuated by motives, which would appear incredible, 

were we not acquainted with the violence and temerity 

pf his charatl:er. 
THE three great monarchies of Europe were at this 

time ruled by young princes, Philip, Louis, a:1d Charles, 

who were nearly of the fame age, and who had refigned 

the government of themfelves, and of their kingdoms, to 

their creatures and minifters, Olivarez, Richelieu, and 

Buckingham. The people, whom the moderate temper 

or narrow genius of their princes, would have allowed to 

remain for ever in tranquillity, were fl:rongly agitated by 

the emulfltion and jealoufy of the minifiers. Above all, 

the towering fpirit of Richelieu, incapable of reft, pro

p-life~ an aCtive age, and gave indications of great revolu

tions throughout all Europe. 

THIS man had no fooner, by fupp1enefs and intrigue', 

got ten pdfcffion of the reins of government, than he formed, 

r,t once, three mig~ty projtcts; to fubdue the turbulent 

fpirits of the great, to reduce the rebellious hugonots, 

and to curb the encroaching power of the houfe of Au

frria. U 11daun~cd and implacable, prudent and active, 

h~ braved all the oppofition of the French princes am~ 

f10bh:s in the profccution of his vcn$cance; ~e di!covertd 
anq 
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and diffipated all their fccret cabals and confpiracies. His C H A P, 

fovereign himfelf he held in fubjeB:ion, while he exalted ~J 
the throne. The people, while they loft their liberties, 162.7. 

acquired, by means of his adminifrration, learning, or-
der, difcipline, and renown. That confufed and inac-
curate genius of government, of which France partook 
in common with other European kingdoms, he changed 

into a fimple monarchy; at the very time, when the in-
capacity of Buckingham encouraged the free fpirit of the 

commons to efiablilh in England a regular fyftem of 
liberty. 

HowEVER unequal the comparifon between thefe mi ... 
niflers, Buckingham had entertained a mighty jealoufy 
againfi Richelieu; a jealoufy not founded on rivalfhip of 
power and politic~, but of love and gallant,ry; where the 

· duke was as much fuperior to the cardinal, as he was in
f.erior in every other particular. 

At the time, when Charles married by proxy the prin
cefs Henrietta, the duke of Buckingham had · been fent to 
France, in order to grace the nuptials, and condud: the 
new queen into England. The eyes of the French court 
were directed by curiofity towards that man, who had 
enjoyed the unlimited favour of two fucceffive monarchs, 
and who, from a private Hation, had mounted, in the 
earliefl: youth, to the abfolute government of three king
doms. The beauty of his perfon, the gracefulnefs of his 
air, the fp1endor of his equipage, his fine tafre in drefs, 
fefrivals, and caroufals, correfponded to the prepoffewons 
entertained in his favour: The afFability of his behaviour, 
the gaiety of his manners, the magnificence of his ex
pence, encreafed fidl farther the general admiration which 
was paid him. All bufinc.fs being already concerted, the 
time was entirely fJJent in mirth and entertainments; 
and, during thofe fplendid fcenes, among that gay peo
ple~ the QJke fo~mJ himfelf in a fituation, where he was 

perfetlly 



!23-f- HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. perfectly qualified to excel h. But his great fuccefs at 
~Paris proved as fatal as his former failure at Madrid. 

1627. Encouraged by the fmiles of the court, he dared to carry 
his ambitious addrc.!fes to the queen herfelf; and he failed 

not to make impreffion on a heart not undilpofed to the 
tender paffions. That attachment, at Ieafr, of the mind, 
which appears fo delicious, and is fo dangerous, feems to 
have been encouraged by the princefs; and the duke pre
fumed fo far on her good graces, that, after his departure, 
he fecrctly returned upon fame pretence, and, paying a 
vifit to the queen, was difmi.!fed with a reproof, which 
favoured more of kindncfs than of anger i, 

INFORMATION of this correfpondence was foon carried 
to Richelieu. The vigilance of that minifrer was here 
farther rouzed by jealoufy. He too, either from vanity 
or politics, had ventured to pay his addreffes to the queen. 
But a priefr, pafr middle age, of a fevere charaCter, and 
occupied in the mofl: extenfive plans of ambition or ven
geance, was but an unequal match in that contefr, for a. 
young courtier, entirely difpofed to gaiety and gallantry. 
The cardinal's difappointment frrongly inclined him to 
counter-work the amorous projeCts of his rival. When 
the duke was making preparations for a new embaffy to 
Paris, a meffage was fent him from Lewis, that he muft 
not think of fuch a journey. In a romantic paffion, he 
{wore, Tbat he would fie the queen, in Jpite of all the power 
if France; and, from that moment, he determinea to 
engage England in a war with that kingdom k. 

HE firfl: took advantage of fame quarrels, excited by 
t}1e queen of England's attendants; and he pcrfuaded 
Charles to difmifs, at once, all her French fervants, 
contrary to the articles of the marriage treaty t. He en
couraged the Engliih £hips of war and privateers to feize 

h Clarendon, ,·ol, i, . p. 38. 

k Clarendon; ' 'ol. i, p. 38, 

i Memoirs de Mad. de MCltt{'ville. 

1 Rulhworth, vol, i, 11• 423, 424. 
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vdl"cls belonging to French merchants ; and thcfi he forth- C H L~ P. 

with condemned as prizes, by a fentence of the court~ 
of admiralty. But finding that all thefe injuries produc~d 162.7· 

only remonfirances and embaffies, or at mofi: reprifals, 
on the part of France; he refolved to fecond the in ... 
trigues of the duke of Soubize; and to undertake at once 

a military expedition againfl: that kingdom. 
SouBizE, who, with his brother, the duke of ~ohan, 

was the leader of the hugonot faction, was at that time 
in London, and firongly fo1icited Charles to embrace the 
protetl:ion of thefe diftreffed religionifis. He reprcfented, 
that after the inhabitants of Rochelle had been .repreffed 
by the combined fquadrons of England and Holland, 
after peace was concluded with the French king under 
Charles's mediation, the ambitious cardinal was frill me
ditating the defiruCl:ion of the hugonots; that preparat"ons 
were filently making in every province of France for the 
fuppreffion of their religion ; that forts were ere8ed in 
order to bridle Rochelle, the moft confiderable bulwark 
of the protefiants ; that the reformed in France caft their 
eyes on Charles as the head of their faith, and confidered 

him as a prince engaged by interefi, as well as indina

tion, to fupport them ; that fo long as their party fub
fified, Charles might rely on their attachment as much as 
on that of his own fubjects ; but if their liberties were 
once ravilhed from them, the power of France, freed 
from this impediment, would foon become formidable to 
England, and to all the neighbouring nations. 

THoUGH Charles probably bore but fmall favour to 

the hugonots, who fo much refembled the puritans in 

difcipline and worlhip, in religion and politics; he yet 
allowed himfelf to be gained by thefe arguments, inror
ced by the felicitations of Buckingham. A fleet of a hun
dred fail, and an army of 7000 men, were fitted out for the 
invafion of France, and both of them entrufied to the 

-command 
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C H A P. command of the duke, who was altogether unacquainted' 

~both with land and fea fervice. The fleet appeared be-

h~6~7· fore Rochelle : but fo ill-concerted were· Buckingham's 
9t July. • • • • 
Expedition meafures, that the mhabttants of that ctty lhut thetr gates, 

!~ ~he~lle and refufed to admit allies, of whofe coming they were 
not previoufly informed m. All his military operations 
1howed equal incapacity and inexperience. lnftead of 
attacking Oleron, a fertile ifland and defencelefs, he 
bent his courfe to the Hie of Rhe, which was well gar-. 
rifoned and fortified : Having landed his men, though 

with fome Jofs, he followed not the blow, but allowed 

Toiras, the French governor, five days refpite; during 

which St. Martin was viCtualled and provided for a fiege n. 

He left behind him the fmall fort of Prie, which could at 
:fidl have made no manner of refifiance : Though refolved 
to fiarve St. Martin, he guarded the fea negligently, and 
allowed provifions and ammunition to be thrown into it: 

Defpairing to reduce it by famine, he attacked it without 

having made any breach, and rafhly threw away the lives 
of the foldiers : Havi_ng found that a French army had 

:flolen over in fmall divifions, and had landed at Prie, th~ 

fort which he had at fidl: overlook;ed, he ~~g~n to think 

O&b. zS. Qf a retreat; but made it fo unfkilfully, that it was equi
valent to a total rout: He was the lafl: of the army, 
that embarked; and he returned to England, hav
ing lofl: two thirds of his land forces ; totally difcre
~ited both as an admiral and a general; and bringing no 

praife with hims but the vulgar one of courage and 
perfonal bravery. 

The duke of Rohan, who had taken arms as foon 
as Buckingham appeared upon the coafl:, difcovercd the 

dangerous fpirit of the feet, without being able to do any 

m Ruiliworth, vol. i. p. 41.6. n Whit!ock~, p. 8. Sir Philip 
Warwick, p. 25. 
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mifchief: The inhabitants of Rochelle, who had at lafl:C H A P. 

been induced to join the Engliih, hafl:ened the vengeance~ 
of their mafl:er, exhaufi:ed their provifions in fupplying 16z7. 

their allies, and were threatened with an immediate fiege. 
Such were the fruits of Buckingham's expedition againfi: 
France. 
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C H A P. LI. 

':fhird parliament--Petition of right--Proroga
tion--Death of Buckingham--New fe.ifion of 
parliament--:fonnage and poundage--. Armi-_ 

nianifm--Diffolution of the parliament. 

c H A P. T H E RE was reafon to apprehend fome diforder or 
~ infurreCl:ion from the difcontents, which prevailed 

1
6zS. among the people in England. Their liberties, they 

believed, were ravi1hed from them; illegal taxes extorted; 
their commerce which had met with a fevere check from 
the Spaniih, was totally annihilated by the French war; 
thofe military honours tranfmitted to them from their 

ancefl:ors, had received a grievous fl:ain, by two un .. 
fuccefsful and ill-conduCted expeditions; fcarce an i} .. 

lufrrious family but mourned, from the lafr of them, 
the lofs of a fon or brother ; greater calamities were 
dreaded from the war with thefe powerful monarchies, 

concurring with the internal diforders, under which the 
nation laboured. And thefe ills were afcribed, not to 
the refraCl:ory difpofition of the two former parliaments, 

to which they were partly owing; but folely to Charles's 

obfl:inacy, in adhering to the counfels of Buckingham ; 
a man nowife intitled, by his birth, age, Cervices, or 
merit, to that unlimited confidence, repofed in him. 

To be facrificed to the interefl:, policy, and ambition of 
the great, is fo much the common lot of the people, 
that they may appear unreafonable, who would pretend 
to complain of it : But to be the viB:im of the frivolous 
gallantry of a favourite, and of his boyi1h caprices, 

feemed the object of peculiar indignation. 
IN 
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IN this fituation, it may be imagined, the king and the C H A P. 

duke dreaded, above all things, the affembling of a par-~ 
liam&nt: But, fo little foreftght had they poffefred in 16:~.8. 
their enterpriz.ing fchemes, that they found themfelves ' 
under an abfolute neceffity of embracing that expedient. 
The money levied, or rather extorted, under colour of 
prerogative, had come in very flowly, and had left fuch 
ill-humour in the nation, that it appeared dangerous to 
renew the experiment. The abfolute neceffity of fupply~ 
it was hoped, would engage the commons to forget all 
pafl: injuries; and, having experienced the ill cfft;Cts of 
former obfl:inacy, they would probably aifemble with a 
refolution of making fome reafonab!e compliances. Tbe 
more to foften them, it was concerted, by Sir Robert 
Cotton's advice o, that Buckingham lhould be the firfl: 
perfon, that propofed it'l council the calling of a new 
parliament. Having laid in this frock of merit, he ex- Third par

petl:ed, that all his former mifdemeanors would be over-liament. 
looked and forgiven, and that, infl:ead of a tyrant and 
oppreifor, he lhould be regarded as the firfl: patriot in the 
nation. 

THE views of the popular leaders were much more March. 
17

• 

judicious and profound. When the commons a!Iembled, 
they appeared to be men of the fame independent fpirit 
with their predecdfors, and poffeifed of fuch riches, that 
their property was computed to furpafs three times that of 
the houfe of peers P ; they were deputed by boroughs 
and counties, inflamed, all of them, by the late vicla
tions of liberty; many of the members themfelves had 
bClen cafl: into prifon, and had fuffered by the meafures of 
the court ; yet, notwithfianding thefe circumfi:ances, 
Which might prompt them to embrace violent refolu
tions, they entered upon bufinefs witli perfctt temper and' 

• Franklyn, p. 230, P Sander(on, p. xo6, W .tlker, P• 3 39• 

decorum. 
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c H A P. decorum. They conficlered, that the king, clifgufiec! at 

~ thefe popular affemblies, and little prepo{fdfed in favour 

16zS. of their privileges, wanted but a fair pretence for break

ing with them, and would feize the firft opportunity 

offered by any incident or any undutiful behaviour of the 

members. He fairly told them, in his firfr fpeech, that, 

" If they fuould not do their duties, in' contributing to 

" the neceffities of the frate, he muft, in difcharge of 

" his confeience, ufe thofe other means, which God had 

" put into his hands, in order to fave that which the 

" follies of fome particular men may otherwife put iu 

" danger. Take not this for a threatening," added the 

king, '' for I fcorn to threaten any but my equals; but 

4' as an admonition from him, who, by nature and duty,: 

-' has moft care of your prefervation and profperity q." 
The lord keeper, by the king's dirdlion, fubjoined, 
4 ' This way of parliamentary fupplies~ as his majefiy 

" told you, he hath chofen, not as the only way, but as 

'~ the fitteft; not becaufe he is defiitute of others, bnt 

" becaufc it is mofr agreeable to the goodnefs of his own 
4 ' mofr gracious clifpofition, and to the defire and wea} 

" of his people. If this be deferred, neceility and the 

" fword of the enemy make w~y for the others. Re

" member his majeity's admonition, I fay, remember 

'" it r." From thde avowed maxims, the commons fore

faw, that, if th~ leafi handle were afforded, the king would 

immediately diffolve them, and would thenceforward deem 

himfelf JUfrified for violating, in a manner frill more open~ 

all the ancient forms of the confi:itution. No remedy 

could then be looked for, but from infurrections and civil 

war, of which the iffue would be extremely uncertain,. 

and which mufl, in all events, prove <;:alamitous tQ the 

nation. To correct the lat~ diforders in the adminifira-

q Ru/11\vo-th, vol. i. p 477• Franklyn, p. 233• 

wol, i. p. 479• fJanklyn, p. 23 t• 
tion 
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tion required fome new laws, which would, no doubt, c ~I~ p· 

appear har!h to a prince, fo en:rmoured of his pre- .... ~--v--.J 
rogative; and it was requifite to tcmp.__r, by the de- I6i8. 

cency and moderation of their debates, th~ ri;our, \V 1ich 

rnufr neceffarily attend their determinations. Notl j, g 

can give us a higher idea of the capacity of thofe men, 

who now guided the commons, and of the grc;::t autho-
rity, which they had acquired, than the forn:irtg and 

executing of fo judicious and fo difficult a plan of ope
rations. 

THE decency, however, which the popt!lar Ie:.1ders had 
prefcribed to themfelves, and recommended to others, 

hi~dered them not from m; king the louc!efr and mofr vi
gorous complaints againfi: the grievances, under \rhich the 
nation had lately laboured. Sir Francis Seymour faid, 

" This is the great council of the kingdom~ and here 
" with certainty, if not here only, his majefiy may fee, 

" as in a true glafs, the fiatc of the kingdom, 'V~ are 

" called hither by his writs, i:1 order to give him faithful 
" counfel; fuch as may Hand with his honour: And 
" this we mufl: do without Rattcry. 1Vc are alfo fcnt 
" hither by the people, in orJer to deliver their ju!l: 
" grievances : . And this we mufr do wit110ut fear. Let 
'' us not act like Cambyfes's judges, who, when their 
" approbation was demanded by the prince to fomc il!e
" gal meafure, faid, that, Tlnugh there was a written law, 
" the Perjian kings might follow tbtir own will and pleafure. 
" This \Vas bafe flattery, fitter for our reproof than our 
" imitation ; and as fear, fo flartery, tc.keth away the 

" judgment. For my part, I flull fl1un both ; and fpeak 
" my mind with as n.uch duty, as any man, to his ma
" jefl:y, with0ut neglecting the public. 

" BuT how can we exprcfs our afTeClions, while W::! 

" retain our fears ; or tpc~k of giving, till we know 

" whether we have any thir~ g to give. For, if his ma

. VoL. VI. R '' jeJly 
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c H A P. '' jefiy may be perfuaded to take what he will, what need 
LT. • '\ 

'---v---'" we g1ve r 
J6z8. " THAT this hath been done, appeareth by the bil-

" leting of foldiers, a thing nowife advantageous to the 

" king's fervice, and a burthen to the commonwealth: 
" By the imprifonment of gentlemen for refufing the 
" loan, who, if they had done the contrary for fear, had 

" been as blameable as the projeCl:ors of that oppreffive 

" meafure. To countenance thefe proceedings, hath it 
" not been preached in the pulpit, or rather prated, that 
" All we have is the king's by divine right? But when 
" preachers forfake their own calling, and turn ignorant 

" fiatefmen ; we fee how willing they are to exchange a 

" good confcience for a bHhopric. 
" HE, I mufi confefs, is no good fubjetl:, who would 

" not, willingly and chearfully, lay down his life, when 
" that facrifice may promote the interefis of his fove
" reign, and the good of the commonwealth. But he 
" is not a good fubjetl:, he is a flave, who will allow 
" his goods to be taken from him againft his will, and 
" his liberty againft the laws of the kingdom. By op
" pofing thefe practices, we lhall but tread in the fieps 

" of our forefathers, who frill preferred the public be
" fore their private intcrefr, nay, before their very lives. 

" It will in us be a wrong done to ourfelves, to our 

" po.fterities, to our confcicnces, if we forego this claim 

'' and pretenfion s." 
"I READ of a cu.ftom," f<1id Sir RobertPhilips, "among 

" the old Romans, that, once every year, they held a 
" folemn fe.ftivaJ, in which their flaves had liberty, with

" out exception, to fpeak what they pleafed, in order to 

" eafe their affiiB:ed minds ; and, on the conclu!ion of 

" the feftival, the flaves fevcrally returned to their former 

" fervitudes. 

s F.anklyn, p. Z43• Ruihwonh, vol. i. p. 499• 
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" THIS infiitution may, with fome difiinCl:ion, well c HLI~ p. 

"' fet forth our prefcnt fiate and condition. After the "-y--J 

" revolution of fome time, and the grievous fufferance 16zs. 
" of many violent oppreffions, we have now, at lafr, as 
" thofe flaves, obtained, for a day, fome liberty of fpeech: 
" But lhall not, I truft, be hereafter flaves: For we are 
" born free. Yet, what new illegal burthens our efiatcs 
" and perfons have groaned under, my heart yearns to 
" think of, my tongue faulters to utter.-

~' THE grievances, by which we are oppreifed, I draw 
" under two heads; aCl:s of power againft law, and the 
" judgments of lawyers againfi our liberty." 

HAVING mentioned three illegal judgments, paffed 
within his memory; that by which the Scots, born after 
James's acceffion, were admitted to all the privileges of 
Englifh fubjeets; that by which the new impofitions had 
been warranted ; and the late one, by which arbitrary im
prifonments were authorized; he thus proceeded. 

" I CAN live, though another, who has no right, be 
" put to live along with me; nay, I can live, though 
" burthened with impofitions, beyond what at prefent I 
" labour under: But to have my liberty, which is the 
'' foul of my life, ravifhed from me; to have my perfon 
" pent up in a jail, without relief by law, and to be fo 
" acljudged,--0, improvident ancefrors ! 0, unwife 
" forefathers ! to be fo curious in providing for the quiet 
" poifeffion of our lands, and the liberties of parliament ; 
" and, at the fame time, to neglect our perfonalliberty, 
" and let us lie in prifon, anCl that during pleafure, 
" without redrefs or remedy ! If this be law, why do we 
" ·talk of liberties? Why trouble ourfelves with difputes 
" about a conftitution, franchifes, property of goods, and 
" the like? What may any man call his own, if not the 
" liberty of his perfon ? 

R 2 
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" I AM w~ary of treading thefe ways; and therefore 

conclude to have a felecl: committee, in order to frame 

a p::tition to hi~ majcH y for n.Jrefs of thefe grievances. 

And this petition bem6 read, examineo, and approved, 

may be delivered to the king; of whofe gracious an

fwcr we have no c:1ufe to doubt, our defires being fo 

rcafon2.ble, ocr intent!ons fo loyal, and the manner fo 

dutiful. Neither need we fear, that this is the critical 

parliament, as has been infinuated ; or that this is the 

way to difhaCl.on : But afiure ourfelves of a happy • 

ifiue. Then lhall the king, as. he calls us his great 

council, find us his true council, and own us his good 

council t." 
THE fame topics were enforced by Six: Thomas Went

worth. After mentioning proj~B:ors and ill minifiers of 

fl:ate, " Thefe," f~1id he, " have introduced a privy

" co.Jncil, ravifhing, at once, the fphercs of all ancient 

" government; deftroying all liberty; imprifoning us 

" without bail or bund. They have taken from ·us-

" What fhall I fay? Indeed, \\hat have they left us ? 
" By tearing up the roots of all property, they have 

'" taken from us every means of fupplying the king, and 

" of ingratiating ourfelves by voluntary proofs of our 

" duty and attachment towarcis him. 

" To the making whole all thefe breaches, I £hall apply 

" myfelf; and, to all thefe difeafes, £h,.dl propound a reme

" cly. By one and the fame thing, l.ave the king and the 

" people been hurt, and by the fame mufi they be cured. 

" vVe muft vindicate: What? New things? No: uur 

" ancient, legal, and vi .al liberties; by reinlorcing the 

" laws, enacted by our ancdlors; by fetting fuch a fiamp 

" upon them, that no licer,tious fpirit !hall dare hence

" forth to invade them. And !hall v.e think this a way 

t Franklyn, p. '-45• Pari. Hift. vol. v.i. p. 363. Rulhwortb, vol. i. 

P· so:.. 
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" to break a parliament ? No: Our de fires are m odd! c H A P. 

" and jufi. I fpeak both for the inten.fi of king and~~ 
" pec.,ple. If we enjoy not thcfe ri g hts, it will be im- 16z.S. 

'' poffible for us to reiieve him. L~: t us never, there-

" fore, doubt of a favourable reception from his good-
" nefs u " 

THESE fentiments we rcunanimou!ly embraced by the 
whole· houfe. Even the court p.1rty pretended r1 ot to 

plead, in defence of the late me.l(ures, any thi l'-? b t•t tne 

neceffi•y to which the king had been reduced, by the 

obfbnacy of the two former parl ta '11ents. A vote, t . ere

fore, was paired without o 'p8fitson, againfi .:1rbitrary 

imprifonments and forced loans w. And the fpirit of 

liberty having obtained fome contentment by this exerti ~)!), 
the reiterated me!fages of the king, who prc!fed fur [up

ply, were attended to with more temper. Five fubiid1es 

were voted him ; with which, though much inf~..:nor to 

his wants, he declared hin1fclf wcl1 fati:.fied; and t\'en 

tears of affection fiarted in his eye, when h ~was informcc.l 

of this conceffion. Tbc dukets ap,,robation tvo was 

mentioned by fecretary Coke; but the c>njun.:l:ion of a 
fubjeCl: with the fovereign W:lS ill •eccived by the h JUie \ 

Thou;h difgufl-ed with the king, the jealoll{y, which they 

felt for his honour, was more f(: nfihle than that, which 

his unbounded confidence in the duke woulJ ali OJ:\. even 
himfelf to entertain. 

THE fupp1y, though voted, was not, as yet, p:1fled 

into a law ; and the commons refolvcd to employ the 

interval, in providing fome barriers to their ri g hts ~nd 
liberties fo lately violated. They kn ew, th at th eir own 

vote, declaring the illegality of the fanner me:.: fu rcs, h::J 

not, of itfelf, fufficient authority to fccurc the c )nfri~u· 

u Franklyn, p. 243. Rulhworth, vol. i. p. s r o. 
p. 151 . Rulhworth, 1•ol. i. p. sq. Whitbckc, p. , 
yol. i. p. sz6. Whidockc', p. 9· 
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c H A P. tion againfi future invaficn. Some aa to that purpofe 
LI. 

'-----..r---J mufr receive the fan Cl ion of the whole legiflature; and they 

1 61.8. appointed a committee to prepare the model of fo import

ant a law. By collecting into one effort all the danger

ous and oppreffive claims of his prerogative, Charles had 

expofed them to the hazard of one a:ffault; and had far

ther, by prefenting a nearer view of the confequences 

attending them, rouzed the independent genius of the 

commons. Forced loans, benevolences, taxes without 

confent of parliament, arbitrary imprifonments, the billet

ing of foldiers, martial law; thefe were the grievances 

complained of, and againfr thcfe an eternal remedy was 

to be provided. The commons pretended not, as they 

affirmed, to any unufual powers or privileges : They aim

ed only at fecuring thofe which had been tranfmittcd them 

from their ancefiors : And their law they refolved to calJ 

Pl'tition of a PETITION OF RIGtiT; as implying that it contained 

right. a corroboration or explanation of the ancient confl:itution, 

~1ot any infringement of royal prerogative, or acquifition 

of new liberties. 

WHILE the committee was employed in framing the 

petition of right, the favourers of each party, both in 

parliament and throughout the nation, were engaged in 

difputes about this bill, which, in all likelihood, was to 

form a memorable cera in the Engli!h government. 

TliA T the fratutes, faid the partizans of the commons, 

which fecure Engli!h liberty, are not become obfolete, 

appears hence, ~hat the Englifh have ever been free, and 

have ever been governed by law and a limited con!litution. 

Privileges in particular, which are founded on the GREAT 

CriAR TER, muil: always remain in force, becaufe derived 

from a f'?urce of never- failing authority ; regarded in all 

ages, as the mofi facred contract between king and people. 

Such attention was paid to this charter by our generous 

ancefivrs, that they got the confirmation of it re-itejated 
thirty 
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thirty feveral times; and even fecured it by a rule, which, c H A P. 

though vulgarly received, feems in the execution im-~ 
practicable. They have efiablilhed it as a maxim, Tbat 1628. 

even a flatute, which jhould be enalled in contradillion to any 
article of that charter, cannot have force or validity. But 
with regard to that important article, which fecures per-
fonal liberty; fo far from attempting, at any time, any 
Jegal infringement of it, they have corroborated it by fix 
ftatutes, and put it out of all doubt and controverfy. If 
in pracrice it has often been violated, abufes can never come 
in the place of rules; nor can any rights or legal powers 
be derived from injury and injufi:ice. But thetitle of the 
fubjeCl: to perfonalliberty not only is founded on ancient, 
and therefore the more facred laws: It is confirmed by 
the whole ANALOGY of the government and confiitution. 
A free monarchy in which every individual is a flave, is a 
glaring contraditl:ion; and it is requifite, where the laws 
affign privileges to the different orders of the fiate, that it 
likewife fecure the independence of the members. If any 
difference could be made in this particular, it were better 
to abandon even life or property to the arbitrary will of 
the prince ; nor would fuch immediate danger enfue, 
from that conceffion, to the laws and to the privileges of 
the people. To bereave of his life a man not condemned 
by any legal trial, is fo egregious an exercife of tyranny, 
that it muft at once fhock the natural humanity of 
princes, and convey an alarm througho~t the whole com
monwealth. To confifcate a man's fortune, befides its 
being a moft atrocious acr of violence, expofes the mo-
narch fo much to the imputation of avarice and rapacity, 
that it will feldom be attempted in any civilized govern-
ment. But confinement, though a lefs firiking, is no 
lefs fevere a punilhment; nor is there any fpirit, fo erect 
and independent, as not to be broken by the long conti-
nuance of the filent and inglorious fufferings of a j ail. 

R 4 The 
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C H A P. T.he power of imprifon:ncnt, therefore, being the moil: 
u. I d . . b. '---v---' natura <!n potent t:llglllC ot ar 1trary government, it is 

1 6~8. abfol utely necc!fary to remove it from a government which 
is free and !egal. 

THE part izans of th~ court reafoncd after a difFerent 
rnannei. Th~ true rule ot government, {aid they, during 
any period, is r:1at to which the people, from titne imme
mori, I, nave b"cn accufiv, H:d, and to which they natu
raliy pav a pro 11pt obedicn..:e. A practice which has 
ever fi1 uck: their fcnfes, a1.d of wi, ;ch they have feen and 

. hc:1.rd inr' :me rdl•le precedents, has an authority with 
th ~;; m much fuperior to that which attends maxims, de
rived from anriqu.a e(1 fbtutcs and mouldy tecords. ·In 
vain do the l \VYl rs dbbliili it a~ a principle, that a fiatute 
can never he abro;2:atd lly oproiite cufiom ; but requires 
to be cxprcC,J y n ... pealcd by a contrary :fhtute : vVhile 
t~•ey pret..>nd to inculcate an axiom, pecul1ar to Englilh 
jurifpruder:cc, they violate the mofl dhblilhed principleS 
of human nature; <1nd even, by nectfi:1ry confequence~ 
reafon in contradiCtion to law itfclf, which they would 
rcpr fent as fo facrcd and invioLlble. A law, to have 
any authority, mufi: be derived from a leginature, which 
has right. And whence do all lcgiflaru:es. derive their 
right but from long cufiom and eH:ablifhe-d praCtice? If a 
{brute, contrary to public good, has, at any time, been 
ra!hly voted and aficr1tcd to, either from the violence of 
f Cl:ion, or the ir..~xperience of {enate~ and princes; it 
cannot be more effecrually abrogated, than by a train of 
contrary precedents, \~hich prove, that, by common 
confcnt, it has been tacitly fet afid~, as inconvenient and 
jmpra•:licable. Such has been the cafe with all thoie 
f.:atutes enacted during turbulent times, in order to limit 
royal prerogative, and cramp the fovereign in his pro
t'.::tbon of the public, and his execution of the laws. 
~ut above all branches of prerogative, that which is moll: 

· ~eccfiary 
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neceffary to be preferved, is the power of imprifonment. C H A ~. 
LI. 

Faetion and difcontent, like difeafes, frequently arife in '--v--J 
every political body; and during thefe diforders, it is by J6zi. 

the falutary e)~ercife alone of this difcretionary power, 

that rebellious and civil wars can be prevented. To cir

cumfcribe this power, is to dell:roy its nature: Entirely 
to ahrogate it, is impracticable; and the attempt itfelf 

mull: prove dangerous, if not pernicious to the public. 
The fupreme magifirate, in critical and turbulent times, 

will never, agreeably either to prudence or duty, allow 
the ftate to periih, while there remains a remedy, which, 

how irregular foever, it is frill in his power to apply. 

And if, moved by a regard to public good, he employs 

any extrcife of pQwer condemned by recent and expre(q 
:fiatute, ho.w greedily, in fuch dang,rous times, will 
factious leaders feizc this prc.:tence of throvving on 'his 

government the imputation of tyranny and dcfpoti[m ? 
\V ere the alternative quite ncceifary, it were furely much 

better for human fociety to be deprived of liberty than to 
be deftitute of government. 

lMPAR TIAL reafoners will confefs, that this fubjcCl: is 
not, on both fides, without its difficulties. Where a 
general and rigid Jaw is enaCted againfr arbitrary impri

fonment, it would appear, that government cannot, in 
times of [edition and faction, be conduaed but by tempo
rary fufpenfions of the law; anJ fuc!1 an expedient was 
never thought of durir:g the age of Charles. The meet
ings of parliament were too precarious, apd their dctcr

minations might be too dilatory, to ferve in cafes of 

urgent nccefiity. Nor was it then conceived, that the 
king did not poifefs of himfdf fuffici::nt power for the 
fecurity and protection of his people, or that the autho
rity of thcfe popular affemblies was ever to become fo 
abfolute, that the prince mufr always conform himfelf to 

it, and coul.d never have any occafion to guar~. againit 

,. .. ~ their 



250 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. their pratlices, as well as againfr thofe of his other fub-
LJ. ·..a. 

~JCl;.[S. 

1628• THoUGH the houfe of lords was not infenfibJe to the 
reafons urged in favour of the pretenfions of the com

mons, they deemed the arguments, pleaded in favour of 
the crown, fiill more cogent and convincing. 1~hat af
fembl y feems, during this whole period, to have acted, 
in the main, a reafonable and a moderate part; and if 

their bias inclined a little too much, as is natural, to the 
iide of monarchy, they were far from entertaining any 
defign of facrificing to arbitrary will the liberties and 

privileges of the nation. A£hley, the king's fe~eant, 
having afferted, in a pleading before the peers, that the 

king muft fornetimes govern by acts of ftate as well as by 
]aw; this pofition gave fuch offence, that he was immedi

ately committed to prifon, and was not releafed but upon 
his recantation and fubmiffion Y. Being, however, afraid, 

left the commons lhould go too far in their projeCted 
petition, the peers propofed a plan of one more moderate, 
which they recommended to the confideration of the 

other houfe. It confifted merely in a general declaration, 
that the great charter and the fix fratutes, conceived to be 
explanations of it, fiand flill in force, to all intents and 

purpofes; that, in confequence of the charter and the 
fl:atutes, and by the tenor of the ancient cufloms and laws 

of the realm, every fubjetl: has a fundamental property 
in his goods, and a fundamental liberty of his perfon; 
that this property and liberty are as entire at prefent as 

during any former period of the Engli£h government i 

that in all common cafes, the common law ought to be 

the fiandard of proceedings : " And in cafe, that, for the 

" fecurity of his majefiy's perfon, the general fafety of 

" his people, or the peaceable government of the king

" dam, the king fhall find jufl caufe, for reafons of 

Y Whitlocke, p. J O• 
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" ftate, to imprifon or reftrain any man's perfon; he was c H A P. 

" petitioned gracioufly to declare, that, within a convcni-~ 
" ent time, he £hall and will exprefs the caufe of the 16:z.S. 

" commitment or refrraint, either general or fpecial, 
" and upon a caufe fo expreffed, will leave the prifoner 
" immediately to be tried according to the common law 
" of the land z ." 

ARCHBISHOP Abbot was employed by the lords to 
recommend, in a conference, this plan of a petition 
to the houfe of commons. The prelatip, as was, no doubt, 
forefeen from his known principles, was not extremely ur
gent in his applications; and the lower houfe was fully 
convinced, that the general declarations fignified nothing, 
and that the latter claufe left their liberties rather in a 
worfe condition than before. They proceeded, therefore, 
with great zeal, in framing the model of a petition, which 
1hould contain expreflions, more precife, and more favour
able to public freedom. 

THE king could eafily fee the conf'equence of thefe 
proceedings. Though he had offered at the beginning 
of the feffion, to give his confent to any law for the fecu
rity of the rights and liberties of the people; he had not 
expetled that fuch inroads would be made on his prero
gative. In order, therefore, to divert the commons from 
their intention, he fent a meffage, wherein he acknow
ledged pafr errors, and promifed, that, hereafter, there 
fuould be no jufl: caufe of complaint. And he added, 
" That the affairs of the kingdom prefs him fo, that he 
" could not continue the feffion above a week or two 
H longer: And if the houfe be not ready, by that time, 
" to do what is fit for themfelves, it £hall be their own 
" fault a." On a fubfequent occafion, he aiked them, 
" Why demand explanations, if you doubt not the per-

z. State Trials, vol. vii, p. lh• 
Trials, vol. vii, p. J93• 

Rufhworth1 vol. i, p. 546, a State 
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CH A P." formance of the ftatttes, according to their tr 1e meaning. 
LI. 

\...-.v--.J " Ex.planations will lazard an encroachment upon the 
1628. " prerogative. And t may well be faid, What need a 

" new Jaw to confirman old, if you repofe confidence in 

" the declarations, vhich his majefty made to both 
" houfes b ?" The tnth is, the great charter and the old 
ftatutes were fufficienly clear in favour of perfonal li
berty : But as all king; of England had ever, in cafes of 
neceffity or expediency been accufiomed, at intervab, to 
elude them ; and as C 1arles, in a complication of infian

ces, had lately violatedthem; the commons judged it re
quifite to enaB: a new kw, which might not be eluded or 
violated, by any interpetation, confiruB:ion, or contrary 
precedent. Nor was i fufficient, they thought, that the 

king promifed to retun into the way of his predece!fors. 
His predece!fors, in alltimes, had enjoyed too much dif
crPtionary power; andby his recent abufe of It, the whple 
world had reafon to fee the neceffity of entirely retrench
ing it. 

THE king frill perfwered in his endeavours to elude 
the petition. He fenta letter to the houfe of lords, in 
which he went fo far a~ to make a particular declaration, 
" 'rhat neither he norhis privy-council fha11 or will, at 
" any t ime hereafter, 1ommit or command to prifon, or 
" otherwife rcfirain, ~ny man for not lendmg money, 
" or for any other caur, which, in his confcience, he 
" thought not to conccn the public good, and the fafety 

" of king and people." And he farther declared, " That 
" he never wou~d be ;uilty of fo ba{e an aClion as to 
" pretend any caufe, olwhofe truth he was not fully fa
" tisfied c :' But this >rom ;fe, though enforced to the 
commons by the rcconmend ation ot the upper houfe, 
made no more impreffiot than all the former me!fages. 

b State T rials, vol. vii. p. 116. Rulhwnrth, vol. i. p. 5~6. c State 
Trials, vol. vii, P• 198, R ulli orth, vol. i. p. 560, Pari. Hift. vol. v1ii, 
P• JJI, 
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AMONG the other evafions of tle king, we may reckon C H A P. 

the propofal of the houfe of peer~ to fubjoin, to the in-~~~ 
tended petition of right, the folowing claufe. " We 16:z.S. 

" humbly prefent this petition toyour maje!l:y, not only 

" with a care of preferving our nvn lib ~·rti es , but with 

" due regard to l<:ave entire tha1 foverei:;n powtr, with ~ 
" which your majefty is entruf'ed for the protection, 

" fafety and happinefs of your pe•ple d." Lefs pene' 'a-
tion, than was poifdTed by the l:aders of the houfe of 
commons, could eafily difcover h>w captious this claufe 

was, and how much it w,is calcuLted to elude the whole 
force of the petition. 

THESE o bfi:acles, therefore, bei1g furmountecl, the pe
tition of right paifed the common;, and was fent to the 
upper houfe e. '"The peers, wh> were probably well 
pleafed in fccret, that all their (olictations had been eluded . 

by the commons, quickly paffed tie petition without any 
material alteration ; and nothing lut the royal afient was 
wanting to give it the force of a hw. The king accord
ing} y came to the houfe of peers; cnt for the commons; 

and, being feated in his chair of ±ate, the petition was 

read to him. Great was now the atonifhmcnt of all men, 
when, infiead of the ufual concir, and dear form, by 

which a bill is either confirmed orrejetl:ccl, c:larles faid, 

in an(wer to the petition, " The kng willeth, that right 
" be done according to the law and cufl:oms of the 

" realm, and that the fratutes b1 pt;t into execution; 

" that his fubjeCts may have no cmfe ~ J complc.in of any 

" wrong or oppreffion, contrary t• their j ufl: rights and 

'' liberties, to the prefervativn \7lcrcof he holds him· 
" felf in confcience as much ob!i~d as of his own pre-
" rogative f." 

d 'itate Trials, vol. vii. p. I99· Rufl,wort,, vol i. p. s6t. Parl. H"ff. 
vol. vi11. p. 116, Whitlocke, p. 10. e See nv:e [UJ at the end of 
the volume, f Stat;; Trials, vol. vii, '· zu. Rulhworth, vol. i. 
P· sso. 
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C H A P. IT is furprifing, that Charles, who had feen fo many 

~ infrances of the jealoufy of the commons, who had him-

J6z8. felf fo much roufed that jealoufy by his frequent evafive 

meffages during this feffion, could imagine that they 

would refr fatisfied with an anfwer fo vague and undeter

minate. It was evident, that the unufual form alone of 

the anfwer mufr excite their attention; that the difap

pointment mufr inflame their anger; and that therefore 

it was neceffary, as the petition feemed to bear hard on 

royal prerogative, to come early to fome fixed refolution, 

either gracefully to comply with it, or courageoufly to 

rejeB: it. 

IT happened as might have been forefeen. The com

mons returned in very ill humour. Ufually, when in 

that difpofition, their zeal for religion, and their enmity 

againfi the unfortunate catholics, ran extremely high. 

But they had already, in the beginning of the feffion, 

prc: fentcd their petition of religion, and had received 

a fa t isfaB:ory anfwer ; though they expected, that the 

execution of the la ~3 againfr papifrs would, for the 

future, be no more <;xatl: and rigid, than they had 

hitherto found it. To give vent to their prefent in· 

dignation, they fell with their utmofr force, on Dr. 
Manwaring. 

THERE is nothing, which tends more to excufe, if 
not to jufrify, the extreme rigour of the commons to

wards Charles, than his open encouragement and avowal 

of fuch general principles, as were altogether incompatible 

with a limited government. Manwaring had preached a 

fermon, which the commons found, upon enquiry, to be 

printeJ by fpecial command of the king g; and, when 

thi s fcrmon was looked into, it contained do8rines fub

vcrfi ve of all civil liberty. It taught, that, though pro-

11 Prt y was commonly lodged in the fuhjeCt, yet, whenever 

r; Parl. Hift. vol . vi ii. p. 2o6, 

any 
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any exigency required fupply, all property was transfer- c H A P 

LJ. 
red to the fovereign; that the confent of parliament was~ 
not necdfary for the impofition of taxes ; and that the J6as. 

divine laws required compliance with every demand, 
how irregular foever, which the prince fuould make upon 
his fubjetls h. For thefe doCtrines the commons im-
peached Manwaring. The fentence, pronounced upon 
him by the peers, was, that he fuould be imprifoned du-
ring the pleafure of the houfe, be fined a thoufand pounds 
to the king, make fubmiffion and acknowledgment for 
his offence, be fufpended during three years, be inca-
pable of holding any ecclefiaftical dignity or fecular office, 
and that his book be called in and burnt i. 

It may be worthy of notice, that no fooner was the 
fe.ffion ended, than this man, fo juftly obnoxious to both 
houfes, received a pardon, and was promoted to a living 
of confiderable value k. Some years after, he was raifed 
to the fee of St. Afaph. If the republican fpirit of the com
mons encreafed, beyond all reafonable bounds, the monar
chical fpirit of the court, this latter, carried to fo high a 
pitch, tended ftill farther to augment the former. And 
thus extremes were every where affeCted, and the juft 
medium was gradually deferted by alJ men. 

FRoM Manwaring, the houfe of commons proceeded 
to cenfure the conduCt of Buckingham, whofe name hi
therto, they had cautioufly foreborn to mention I. In 
vain did the king fend them a m dfage, in which he told 
them, that the feffion was drawing near to a conclufion; 
and defired, that they would not enter upon new bufi
nefs, nor cafi: any afperfions on his government and 
rninifhy m. Though the court endeavoured to explain 

h Rulhworth, vol. i. p. sB 5, 594· Pari. Hill. vol. viii. p. t6S, 169, 170, 
&c, Welwood, p. 44· i Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 65. Pari. Hilt. 
'fol. viii. p. za. k Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 63s. Whitlocke, p. u. 

1 Rufhworth, vol. i, p. 6o7. JP Ibid. vol. i. p. 6os. 
and 
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-c H A P. and foften this mef1age by a fubfequent meffa!:,re n; as 

~~ ChJrlcs was apt hafiily to correct any hafry frep, which 

6:a.'3. he had taken ; it ferved rather to inflame than appeafe 

the commons : As if the method of th:::ir proceedings had 

here been prefcrihed to them. It was forefeen, that a 

great tcmpcft was ready to cudt on the duke; and in or

der to divert it, the king thought proper, upon a joint 

application of the lords and commons 0 , to endeavour 

giving them fatisfJction, with re~ard to the petition of 

right. He came, th.erefore, to the houfc of peers, and 

pronouncing the ufual form of words, . Let it be law as is 

dejired, gave full fanCl:ion and authority to the petition. 

The acclar.;ations, \Vith whi.ch the hotife refou.nded, and 

the univcrfal joy diffu(! cl over the nation, fhowed how 

much this petition had b~en the objeCt of all men's vows 

and expeCtations P. 

IT may be affirmed, without any exaggeration, that 

the king's alfent to the petition of right produced fuch a 

cha.ngc in the government, as was almofi equivalent to 

a r"'vol utign; and by cin:::umfcribing, in fo many arti

cles, the royal prerogative, gave additional fccurity to 

the liberties of the fuhjetl:. Yet were the commons far 

fro·m being fatisfied with this important conceffion. Their 

ill humour had been fo much irritated by the king's fre

quent cvafions and delays, that it could not be preLntly 

appeaf<..d by an aff~nt, which he allowed to be fo re· 

l ELmtly extorted from him. Perhaps too, the popular 

leaders, implacable and artful, faw the cp?ortunity 

favourable ; and turning againfi the king thofe very 

weapons, with which he had, furnilhed them, refolved to 

purfue the viCl:ory. The bill, however, for five fubii

dies, which had been formerly voted, immediately paffed 

n !bid vol. i. p. 6to. Parl. Hiit. vol. viii. P• 197• 
0 Rulhwonh, vol. i. p. 61 3• Journ. 7 June, 1628, Pari, H ift. vol, 

viii, p. 2o1. · P Rulhworth, vol. i. p. Oil• 
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he houfe; bccaufe the granting of that fupply was, in a c H A P. 

manner, tacitly contracted for, upon the royal alfent ~ 
to the petition ; and had faith been here violated, no x6;~.8. 
farther confidence could. have fubfifted between king and 
parliament. Having m<}de this conceffion, the commons 
continued to carry their fcrutiny into every part of govern-
ment. In fame particulars., their induftry was laudable; 
in fome, it may be liable to cenfure. 

A LITT!-E after writs were iffued for fummoning this 
parliament, a commiffion had been granted to Sir 'rho
mas Coventry lord keeper, the earl of Marlborough,. 
treafurer, the earl of Manchefter, prefident of the 
council, the earl of \Vorcefrer, privy fea1, the duke of 

Buckingham, high admiral, and all the confiderable of
ficers of the crown., in the whole thirty-three. By this 
commiffion, which from the number of perfons named 
in it could be no fecret, the commiffioners were em
powered to meet, and to concert among themfelves the, 
methods of levying money by impofitions, or otherwife; 

Where form and circunylance, as expreffed in the commif-· 
fion, mujl be difpenfed with, rather than the fub.Jlance b~ 
lqji or hazarded P In other words, this was a fC:heme for 
finding expedients, which might raife the prerogative to 
the _greateft height, and render parliaments entireiy ufe
Jefs. The commons applied for cancelling the com
miffion q ; and were, no doubt, defirous that all the 
world frw.uld concJude the king's principles to be ex
tremely arbitrary, and ihould obferve what little re
gard he was difpofed to pay to the libenie::i and privi
leges of his people. 

A COMMISSION had likewifc been granted, and fome 
money remitted, in order to raife a thoufand German 
hor!e, and tranfport them into England. 'rhcfe were 

' P Rulh. vol. i. p. 614. P Jll. Hift. vol. viii. p. 214 

13 June, Ir.::.~. 
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C H A p, fuppofed to be levied, in order to fupport the projected 
LI. 
~ impofitions or excifts; tho' the number feems infuffici-

1628. ent for fuch a purpofe r. The houfe took notice of 

this dcfign in fevere terms : And no meafure, furely, 
could be projeEl:ed more generally odious to the whole 
nation. It mufi-, however, be confeffed, that the king 
was fo far right, that he had, now at laft, fallen on the 
only effeCl:ual method for fupporting his prerogative. 
But at the fame time, he lhould have been fenfible, that, 
till provided with a fufficient military force, all his at
tempts, in oppofition to the rifing fpirit of the nation, 
muft, in the end, prove wholly fruitlefs; and that the 
higher he fcrewed up the fprings of government, while 

l1e had fo little real power to retain them in that forced 
fituution, with more fatal violence muft they fly out, 
when any accident occurred to reftore them to their 
natural aCl:ion. 

THE commons next refumed their cenfure of Bucking
ham's conduct and behaviour, againfr whom they were 

implacable. They agreed to prefent a rcmonftrance to 
the king, in which they recapitulated all national griev
a!1Ceg and misfortunes, and omitted no circumaance, 
which could render the whole adminiftration defpicable 

and od:ous. The compofltions with Catholics, they faid, 
amounted to no lefs th. n a toleration, hateful to God, 
full of di!honour and difprofit to his majefty, and of ex
treme fcandal and gr:ef to his good people : They took 
notice of the violations of liberty above-mentioned, 
:againft which the petition of right feems to have provided 
a fufficicnt run:::dy : They mcnLioned the decay of trade, 

the unCuccefsful expeditions to Caaiz and the ifie of Rhe~ 

the encoura~ement given to Anninians, the commiffion 

for tranfporting German horfc, that for levying iliegal 
impofi1:ons; t!nd all thefe grievances they afcribed folely 

r Ru!h, vol. i. p. <S1z. 
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to the ill conduct of the duke of Buckingham s, This c H A P. 

. rcmonfirance was, perhaps, not tbe lefs provoking to~,~ 
Charles, becaufe, joined to the extreme acrimony of the 1618. 

fubje:5:t, there we. p· cfcrved in it, as in mofc of the re .. 

monfirances of that •. gc, ... n affected civility and fubmif-

fion in the language. And as it was the firfr return, 
which he met with for his late bt , eficia] concdlicns, and 

for his facrifices of prcro0ative, the greatefr by far ever 

made by an Englilh fovereign, nothing cmld be more 
the object of j ufi and natural md1gnation. 

IT was not without good grounJs, that the commons 
were fo fierce and a!fuming. Though they haJ already 

granted the king the fupply of five fubfidie~, they !till 
retained a pledge in their hanJs, which, they thought, 
enfur ... d them fuccefs in all their applications. Tonnage 

and poundage had not yet been grante2 by parliament; 

and the commons had artfully, this {effi'Jn, co·1ccaled 
their Intention of invaJing that branch of revenue, till 

the royal a!fent had been obtained to the petition of right, 

which they j ufil y deemed of fuch Importance. They 

then openly aflerted, that the levying of tonnage and 

poundage without confcnt of parliament, was a palpable 
violation of the ancient liberties of the people, and an 

open infringement of the petition of right, fo lately 

granted t. The king, in ot dcr to prevent the finifhinoo-P . 
• orogatwn, 

and prefenting this remon!lrance, came fuJdenl y to the zGt:. Jun<;!. 

parliament, and ended this fcilion by a prorogation u. 

B ·' ING freed, for fome time, from the embarnifment 
of.this affembly, Charles began to look towards foreign 

wars, where all his efforts were cq uall y unfuccdsful, as 
in his · domefric government. The earl of Denbigh, 
brother-in-law to Buckingham, was difpatched to the re-

s Rufh. vol. i. p. 6:9. Pad, Hill:. vol. viii, :ug, :uo, &c. t Ruin. 
vol. i. p. 6z8. Journ. 18, 20 Jt.:ne, x6z.8, u J LUin, 26 June, 
16:?.8, 
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c H A P. lief of Rochelle, now clofely ldieged by land, and threat .. 

~~ ened with a blockade by fea: But he returned without 
16.?.8. effeB:ing any thing; and havng declined to attack the 

enemy's fleet, he brought on he Engliili arms the impu .. 

tation either of cowardice or il conduCt. In order to re

pair this difu.onour, the duke vent to Portfmouth; where 

he had prepared a confiderabl( fleet and army, on which 
all the fubfidies given by parlament, had been expended. 

This fupply had very much :lifappointed the king's ex

peCtations. The fame mutirous fpirit, which prevailed 

in the houfe of commons, hal diffufed itfelf over the na

tion ; and the commiffioners, appointed for making the 

affeffments, had connived at Lll frauds, which might di
miniili the fupply, and reduce the crown to fl:ill greater 

necefficies. This national cifcontent, communicated to 
a defperate enthufiafr, foon lroke out in an event, which 

may be confidered as remar,able. 
THERE was one Felton, •f a good family, but of an 

ardent, melancholic temper, who had ferved under the 
ouke, in the ftation of lieuenant. His captain being 

killed in the retreat at the ifl< of Rhe, Felton had applied 
for the company; and when difappointed, he threw up 

his commiilion, and retired :n difcontent from the army. 
While private refentment WLS boiling in his ful!en, un
.iociable mind, he heard the nation refound with com

plaints againfi the duke; a1d he met with the remon .. 

ftrance of the commons, in Nhich his enemy was repre
ft.nted as the caufe of every national grie\ ance, and as 

the great ene&ny of the ptblic. Religious fanaticifm 
farther inflamed thefe vindicrve reflcClions; and he fan
cied, that he fhoulJ do heav:n acceptable fervice, if, at 

one blow, he clifpatched ths dangerous foe to religion 

and to his country w. Fu~ of thefe dark views he fe

~rctly arrived at Portfmoutl, at the fame time with the 

w M a;·~ Hill. of th Parliameat, p. 10, 
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duke, and watched for an opportunity of efFecting his c H A P. 

bloody purpofe. ~ 
BucKINGHAM had been mgao-ed in converfation with 1628. 

S . o . 230 Augufi. 
-oub1ze and other French gentlemen i and a difference 

of fcntiment having arifen: the difpute, though con-
dutled with temper and deency, had produced fome of 

thofe vehement gefiiculatims and lively exertions of 
voice, in which that natim, more than the Eng!ifh, 
are apt to indulge themfelvjs. The converfation being 
finilhed, the duke drew tovards the door ; and in that 
paffage, turning himfelf to f;>eak to Sir Thomas F ryar, 
a Colonel in the army, he W LS, 011 the fudden, OVer S:r 
Thomas's lhoulder, firuck tpon the breafi with a knife. 

Without uttering other wods than The villain bas killed ~:ac•~ :~
mi; in the fame moment, pulling out the knife, he ham. -

breathed his ]aft. 

No man had feen the blov, nor the perfon who gave 
it ; but in the confufion, ev~ry one made his own con
jeB:ure; and a11 agreed, tha t 11e murder had been com
mitted by the French gent'cmen, whofe angry tone of 
voice had been heard, while .heir words had not been un
derftood by the byfianders In the hurry of revenge, 
they had infiantly been putto death, had they not been 
favcd by fome of more t<mpcr and judgement, who, 
though they had the fame o1inion of their guilt, thought 

proper to re(erve them fo· a judicial trial and ex
amination. 

NEAR the door, there w,s found a hat, in the inlide 
of which was fewed a paper,containing four or five lines 
of that remonfl:rance of tht commons, which declared 
Buckingham an enemy to tle kingdom; and under thefe 
lines was a fhort ejaculation,or attempt towards a prayer. 
It was eafily concluded tmt this h::tt belonged to the 
'i!Lffin: But the difficulty fill remained l!7ho that pe1jon 
fom/4 be? For the writing difcovered not the name; 

s ~ . ~ 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. and whoever he was, it was natural to believe, that he 

~had already fled f~r enough not to be found without 
162.8. a hat. 

IN this hurry, a man without a hat was feen walking 

very compofedly before the door. One crying out, Here 
is the fellow, who killed the duke ; every body ran to afk, 
J;hich is he? The man very fedately anfwcred, I am he. 
'fhe more furious immediately rufhed upon him with 
drawn fwords : Others, more deliberate, defended and 
proteCted him: He himfelf, with open arms, calmly and 
chearfully expofed his breaft to the fwords of the mofi 
enraged; being willing to fall a fudden facrifice to their 
anger, rather than be referved for that public j ufi:ice, 
which, he knew, mu£1: be executed upon him. 

HE was now known to be that Felton, who had ferved 
in the army. Being carried into a private room, it was 

thought proper fo far to diffemble as to tell him, that 
Buckingham was only grievoufly wounded, but not with
out hopes of recovery Felton fmiled and told them, 
that the duke, he knew full well, had received a blow, 
which had terminated all their hopes. When afked, at 

whofe infiigation he had performed that horrid deed ? 
He replyed, that they needed not to trouble themfelves 
in that enquiry; that no man living had credit enough 
with him to have difpofed him to fuch an atl:ion; that he 
had not even entrufied his purpofe to any one; that the 
refolution proceeded only from himfelf, and the impulfe 
of his own confcience; and that his motives would ap
pear, if his hat were found: For that, believing he ihould 
perilh in the attempt, he had there taken care to explain 
them x. 

WHEN the king was informed of this affaffination, he 
received the news in public with an unmoved and undif
~llrbed countenance; and the courtiers, who ftudied his 

x Clarendon, vol. i. p. z7, 28, 
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ooks, concluded, that fecrct1y he was not difplcafed to C H A P. 
LI. be rid of a minifter, fo generally odious to the nation r. "--..r--J 

But Charles's command of himfelf proceeded cntircJy 
from the gravity and compofure of his temper. He was 
frill, as much as ever, attached to his t:1vouritc; and, 
during his whole life, he retained an affection for Buck
ingham's friends, and a prejudice againfi: his enemies. 
He urged, too, that Fclton lhould be put to the q ueftion, 
in order to extort from him a difcovery of his accom

plices: But the judges declared, that, though that prac-

tice had formerly been very ufual, it was altogether i11e-
gal. So much more exact reafoncrs, with regard to Jaw, 
had they become, from the jealous fcruples of the houfe 
of commons. 

MEANWHILE the difirefs of Rochelle had rifen to the 
utmofi: extremity. That vafi: genius of Richlicu, which 
made him form the greate£1: enterprizes, led him to at
tempt their execution, by means equally great and extra
ordinary. In order to deprive Rochelle of all fuccour, 

he had dared to project the throwing acrofs the harbot.:r 
a mole of a mile's extent in that boiiterous ocean; and 
having executed his project, he now held the town clofcly 

blockaded on all fides. The inhabitants, though preffed 
with the greatefi: rigours of famine, frill refufed to fub
mit; being fupported, partly by the lectures of their zea
lous preachers, partly by the daily hopes of rrlief from 
England. After Buckingham's death, the command of 
the Rect and army was conferred on the earl of Lindefcy; 
who, arriving before Rochelle, made fome attempts to 
break through the mole, and force his way into the har
bour: But by the delays of the Englifh, that work was 
now fully finilhcd and fortified ; and the Rochellers, find-

ing their lafi: hopes to fail them, were reduced to furrender ,
3

th oa
0

• 

at difcretion, even in fight of the Engli{h admiral. Of bcr. 

Y Warwick, p. 34• 
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c H A P. fifteen thoufand perfons, !hut up in the city, four thou

~ fand alone furvived the fatigues and famine, which they 

x6~8. had undergone z. 

THIS was the fidl: necefrary fiep towards the profperity 

of France. Foreign enemies, as well as domefi:ic fac

tions, being deprived of this refource, that kingdom began: 

now to lhine forth in its full fplendour. By a fieddr 

profecution of wife plans, both of war and policy, it 

gradually gained an afcendant over the rival power of 

Spain; and every order of the ftate, and every feet, were 

reduced to pay fubmiffion to the lawful authority of the 

fovereign. 1'he viCtory, however, over the Hugonot~ 

was, at firfr, puihed by the French king with great mode

ration. A toleration was fEll continued to them; the 

only avowed and open toleration, which, at that time, was 

granted in any European kingdom. 

1
5

29
, THE failure of an enterprize, in which the Englifu_ 

nation, from religious fympathy, fo much interefied 

themfelves, cuuld not but dimini!h the king's authority 

in the parliament during the approaching feffion : But 

so January. the commons, when affembled, found many other caufcs 
N ew feffion f 1 · B k · h ' d n 1 h n of parl ia- o comp amt, , uc mg am s con UL.l a ne c ara'-'1er, 
menr. with fome had afForded a reafon, with others a pretence, 

for difcontent againft public meafures : But after his 

death, there wanted not new reafons znd new pretences, 

for general d iffatisfattion. l\1anwaring's pardon and 

promotion were talcen notice of: S1 bthorpe and Cofins, 

two clergymen, who, for like reafons, were no lei! ob

noxious to the commons, had met with like favour ~rom 

the king: Montague, who bad been cenfured for mode

ution towards the Catholics, the greatd1 ut crimes, had 

been created bifhop of Chichefier. They found, like

wif'.:', upon enquiry, that ail the copies of the petition o~' 

:z. Ru!h. vol, i . p. 636, 

right 
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right, which were difperfed, had, by the king's orders, C H A P. 

?Lnnexed to them the firfr anfwer, which had given fo ~ 
little fatisfaCl:ion to the commons a: An expedient, by 161.9. 

which Char]P.s endeavoured to perfuade the people, that 
he haJ nowife receded from his former claims and preten-
fions, particularly with regard to the levying of tonnage 
and poundage. Selden alfo complained in the · houfe, 
that one Savage, contrary to the petition of right, had 
been punilhed with the lofs of his ears, by a clifcretionary 
or arbitrary fentence of the fiar-chamber b. So apt were 
they on their part, to frretch the petition into fuch confe .. 

quences as might deprive the crown of powers, which, 
from immemorial cufrom, were fuppofed inherent in it. 

BuT the gre'lt article, on which the haufe of corn- Tonnage 

mons broke w~th the king, and which finally created in:~~. pound

Charles a difgufr o all parliaments, was their claim with 
regard to tonnage and poundage. On this occafion, 
therefore, it is nece:ffary to give an account of the con

troverfy. 
THE duty of tonnage and poundage, in more ancient 

times, had been commonly a temporary grant of parlia
ment ; but it had been conferred on Henry V. and all 
the fucceeding princes, during life, in order to enable 
them to maintain a naval force for the defence of the 
kingdom. The neceffity of levying this duty had been 
fo appareJlt, that each king had ever claimed it from the 
~oment of his acceffion ·; and the fidl: parliament of each 
reign had ufually by vote co11fcrred on the prince what 
they found hi~ already in poffeffion of. Agreeably to 
the inaccurate genius of the old confiitution, this abufe, 
however confiderable, had never been perceived nor reme
died; though nothing could have been eafier than for the 
parliament to have prevt:nted it c, ~~y granting this duty 

a $tate Trials, vol. vii. P• ·u6. Rulh. vol. i, p. 643• 
Trial~, vol, vii. p. :z.t6, Parl. H fi:, vol. vhi, p. 246. 

'tlu1. vi_!.i. f. 3 391 340• 
8 
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c H A P. to each prince, during his own life, and, for a year after 
~his demiJe, to the fucceffor, all inconvcniencics had been 

1629. obviated ; and yet the duty had never, for a moment, been 
levied without proper authority. But -:ontrivances of 
that nature were not thought of during thofe rude ages : 
And as fo complicated and jealous a government as the 
Englilh cannot fubfi£1: without many fuch rcfinements; 
it is eafy to fee, how favourable every inaccuracy mufl: 
formerly have proved to royal authority, which, on all 
emergencies, was obliged to fupply, by difcretionary 
power, the great deficiency of the laws. 

THE parliament did not grant the duty of tonnage and 
poundage to Henry VIII. till the fixth of his reign: Yet 
this prince, who had not then raifed his power to its 
greatefi height, continued, during that whole time, to 
levy the impofition : The parliament, in their very grant, 
blame the merchants, who had negletl-ed to make pay
ment to the crown; and though one cxprcffion of that 
bill may feem ambiguous, they employ the plainefi terms 
in calling tonnage and poundage the king's due, even 
before that duty was conferred on him by parliamentary 
authority·\ Four reigns, and above a whole century, 
had fince elapfed ; and this revenue had frill been levied 
before it was voted by parliament. So long had the 
inaccuracy continued, without being remarked or cor
retl-ed! 

DuRING that lhort interval, which paffed, between 
Charles's acceffion and his firfi parliament, he had fol
lowed the example of his prcdeceffors; and no fault was 
found with his conduCl: in this particular. But what 
was mofi remarkable in the proceedings of that houfe of 
commons, and what proved beyond controverfy, that 
they had ferioufly formed a p1an for reducing their prince 
to fubjeCl:ion, was, that, infiead of granting this fup-

d 6 Henry VIII, cap, 14. 
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ply during the king's life-time, as it had been enjoyed by c H A P. 

all his immediate predeceffors, they voted it only for a~ 
year; and, after that fhould be elapfed, referved to them- 1629. 

fel ves the power of renewing or refufing the fame con-
ceffion e. But the houfe of peers, who faw, that this 
duty was now become more neceffary than ever to fupply 
the growing neceffities of the crown, and who did not 

approve of this encroaching fpirit in the commons, rejeCled 
the bill; and the diffolution of that parliament followed 
fo foon after, that no attempt feems to have been made for 
obtaining tonnage and poundage in any other form f. 

CHARLEs, meanwhile, continued ftill to levy this 
duty by his own authority; and the nation was fo accuf
tomed to that exertion of royal power, that no fcruple 

was at firft entert~ined of fubmitting to it. But the 
fucceeding Farliament excited doubts in every one. The 

commons took there fame fl:eps towards declaring it il
legal to levy tonnage and poundage without confent of 
parliament; and they openly fhowed their intention of 

employing this engine, in order to extort from the crown 
conceffions of the mofi: important nature. But Charles 
was not yet fufficiently tamed to compliance; and the 
abrupt diffolution of that parliament, as above related, 
put an end, for the time, to their farther pretenfions. 

'I'HE following interval, between the fecond and third 
parliament, was difiinguilhed by fo many exertions of 
prerogative, that men had little leifure to attend to the 
affair of tonnage and poundage, where the abufe of power 
in the crown might feem to be of a more difputable 
nature. But after the commons, during the precedent 
feffion, had remedied all thefe grievances by means of 
their petition of right, which they deemed fo neceffary; 
they afterwards pwceeded to take the matter into confi

deration, and they lhowed the fame intention, as for-

c Journ. 5 July, 16~5. f See note [X] at the end of the volume. 
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C H A P. merly, of exacting, in return for the grant of this reve
L I. 

~........,...J nue, very large compliances on the part of the crown. 

162 9• rrheir fudden prorogation prevented them from bringin~ 

their preten!ions to a full conclu!ion. 
vVHEN Charles opened this feffion, he had forefeen, 

that the fame controverfy would arife; and he therefore 

took care, very early, among many mild and reconciling 

expreH!ons, to inform the commons, " That he had not 

" taken thcfc duties as appertaining to his hereditary pre
" rogative; but that it ever was, and frill is, his meaning 

" to enjoy them as a gift of his people : And that, if 
" he had hitherto levied tonnage and poundage, he pre

" tended to jufiify himfelf only by the neceffity of fo 

" doing, not by any right which he affumed g." This 

conceffion, which probably arofe from the king's moderate 

temper, now freed from the impulfe of Buckingham's 

violent counfds, might have fatisfied the commons, had 
they entertamed no other view than that of afLertaining 
their , wn powers and privileges. But they carried their 

prcten!ions much higher. They infified, as a neceffary 

preliminary, that the king ihould once entirely de!ift 

from levying thefe duties ; after which, they were to 
take it into confid~ration, how far they would refiore 

him to the poffeffion of a revenue, of which he had 

clearly divefl:ed himfclf. But bc!idts that this extreme 

rigour had never been exerc:fed towards any of his pre
decdfors, and many obvious inconveniencies muil: follow 

from the intermiffion of the cufioms; there were other ' 

reafons,. which Jeterred Charles from complying with fo 
hard a condition. It was probable, that the co~mons 
misht renew their former projeCt of making this revenue 
only temporary, and thereby reducing their prince to 

perpetual depentlence; they certainly would cut off tile 
~cw impofitions, which Mary and E!izabeth, but efpeci ... 

~ Ru~'A·orth, vd, i. p. ll4+, P.1tl, Bill-. vQI. viii. p. 2.56. 346. 
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ally James, had levied, and which formed no defpic:1ble C H A P. 
LI. 

part of the public revenue; and they openly Jeclared, that~ · 
they had, at prefent, many important pretenfions, chiefly 16zg. 

with regard to religion; and if compliance were refufed, 

no fupply mufi: be expet!ed from the commons. 

IT is eafy to fee in what an inextricable labyrinth 
Charles was now involved. By his own conceffions, by 
the general principles of the Englifh government, and by 

the form of every bill, which had granted this duty, ton
nage and poundage was derived entirely from the free gift 
of the people; and, confequently, might be withdrawn 
at their pleafure. If unreafonable in their refufal, they 
fiill refufed nothing but what was their own. If public 

neceffity required this fupply, it might be thought alfo to 
require the king's compliance with thofe conditions, 
which were the price of obtaining it. Though the mo
tive for granting it had been the enabling of the king to 
guard the feas; it did not follow, that, becaufe he guarded 
the feas, he was therefore entitled to this revenue, with
out farther formality : Since the people had frill referved 

to thcmfelves the right of judging how far that fervice 
merited fuch a fupply. But Charles, notwithfianding his 
public declaration, was far from afrenting to this con

clufion, in its full extent. The plain confcquenc~, he 
fa w, of all thefe rigours, and refinements, and infer
ences, was, that he, without any public nece1J;ity, and 
without any fault of his own, mufi:, of a fudden, even 

from his acceffion, become a magifi:rate of a 'ery"difrer
cnt nature from any of his predeceflors, and mull: fall 
into a total dependence on tubjeets, over whom former 
kings, efpecially thofe immediately preceding, had exer
cited an authority almofi: unlimited. Entangled in a 
chain of confequences, which he could not <:afily break, 
he was inclined to go higher, anc.l rather deny the fidl: 

rinciple, than admit of conclufions, which to him ap-

pcartd 



270 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. peared fo abfurd and unreafonable. Agreeably to the 
~ideas hitherto entertained both by natives and foreigners, 

x6z9. the monarch he efleemed the effence and foul of the Eng

li!h government; and whatever other power pretended 

to annihilate or even abridge the royal authority, muff: 

necdf:uily, he thought, either in its nature or exercife, be 

deemed no better than a ufurpation. Willing to preferve 

the ancient harmony of the conftitution, he had ever in

tended to comply, as far as he eajily could, with the 

ancient forms of adminiflration : But when thefe forms 

appeared to him, by the inveterate obflinacy of the com

mons, to have no other tendency than to diflurb that har

mony, and to introduce a new confiitution; he concluded, 

that, in this violent fituation, what was fubordinate mufr 

neceffarily yield to what was principal, and the privileges 

of the people, for a time, give place to royal prerogative. 

From the rank of a monarch, to be degraded into a flave 

of his info]ent, ungrateful fubjetl:s, feemed, of all indigni

ties, the greateil:; and nothing, in his judgment, could 
exceed the humiliation attending fuch a fiate, but the 

meannefs of tamely fubmitting to it, without making fome 
efforts to preferve the authority tranfmitted to him by his 

predeceffors. 

'THouGH thefe were the king's refletl:ions and refolu

tions before the parliament affembled, he did not imme
diately break with them, upon their delay in voting him 
this fupply. He thought, that he could better jufiify any 
ftrong meafure, which he might afterwards be ob1iged to 

take, if he allowed them to q.rry to the utmofl extremities 

their attacks upon his government and prerogative h. He 

contented himfelf, for the preient, with foliciting the 

houfe by meffages and fpeeches. But the commons, in

fread of hearkening to his folicitations., proceeded to carry 

their fcrutiny into his management of religion i, which 

h Rufnworth, vol. i, p. 64:, 

P• I:&o 

i Idem, ibid • .P• 651, Whitlocke, 

was 



CHARLES I. 

was the only grievance, to which, in their opinion, they c ~I~ P. 

had not as yet, by their petition of right, applied a fuffi- "----v---1 
cient remedy. 16~9. 

It was not poffible, that this century, fo fertile in reli A:rminia. 

gious feCl:s and difputes, could efca. e the controverfy mfm. 

concerning fatalifm and free-will, W~Jich, being frrongly 
interwoven both with philofophy ar. 1 th .... ology, had, in 
all ages, thrown every fchool an < eve1 y church into ~t.. ~h 
inextricable doubt and perpl · .. y. The fi ... ff: ~eforr·1ers 
in England, as in other European countries, had em-
braced the moft rigid ten~ts of prede.ftination and abfolute 
decrees, and had compofed, upon t '1at fyficm, all the ar-

ticles of their religious crc~d But thefe principles having 
met with oppofition from Arminius and his feB:ar;es, the 
eo troverfy was foon brought into this i11and, and began 
here to diffufe itfelf. The Armini~ns, finding more en
couragement from the fuperftitious fpirit of the church 
than from the fanaticifm of the puritans, gradually incor-
porated themfelves with the former; and fame of that 
feB:, by the indu!gence of James and Charles, had attain-
ed the highefl: preferments in the hierarchy. But their 
fuccefs with the public had not been altogether anfwer-

able to that which they met with in the church and the 
court. Throughout the nation, they frill lay under the 
reproach of innovation and herefy. The commons now 
levelled againfr them their formidable cenfures, and made 
them the objeB:s of daily invective and declamation. 

Their protectors were ftigmatized; their tenets canvalfed; 
their views reprefentcd as dangerous and pernicious. To 
impartial fpecbtors furely, if any fuch had been at that 
time in EngL.md, it muft h ave given great entertainment

1 
to fee a popular alfembly, erdla~ed with faB:ion and en-
thufiafm, pretend to difcufs quell-ions, to which the 
greateft philolophers, in the rranq uillity of retreat, had 
never hitherto been able to find any fatisfactory folution, 

AMIDST 
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c H A P. AMIDST that complica6on of difputes, in which meri 

~were then involved, we may obferve, that the appella-
J6:l9• tion puritan fl:ood for three parties, which, though com

monly united, were yet actuated by very different views 

and motives. There were the political puritans, who 

maintained the higheil: principles of civil liberty ; the 

puritans in difcipline, who were averfe to the ceremonies 
and epifcopal government o~" the church; and the dotl:ri

nal puritans, who rig1dly defended the fpeculative fyfi:em 

of tl~e fi.rfr reformers. In oppofition to all thefe frood 
the court party, the hierarchy, and the Arminians; only 

with this difi:intl:ion, that the latter fetl:, being introdu
ced a few years before, did not as yet comprehend all 

thofe who were favourable to the church and to monar
chy. But, as the controverfies on every fubjetl: grew 

daily warmer, men united themfelves more intimately 
with their friends, and feparated themfel ves wider from 

their antagonifi:s; and the difiinB:ion gradually became 

quite uniform and regular. 

THIS houfe of commons, which, like all the preced

ing, during the reigns of J ames and Charles, and even of 

Elizabeth, was much governed by the puritanical party, 
thought that they could not better ferve their caufe, than 

by branding and punilhing the Arminian feet, which, · 

introducing an innovation in the church, were the leafr 
favoured and lcafi: powerful of all their antagonifi:s, From 

this meafure, it w~s cafily forefeen, that, befides gratify

ing the animofity of the dotl:rinal puritans, both the 

puritans in difci~Jline and thofe in politics would reap 
con.fidcrable advantages. Laud, Neile, Montague, and 

other bifhops, who were the chief fupporters of epifcopal 
government, and the mofr zealous partizans of the difci

pline and ceremonies of the church, were all fuppofed 
to be tainted with Arminianifm. The fame men and 
their difciples were the firenuous preachers of paffive 

obedience, 
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bbedience, and of entire fubmiffion to princes ; and ifC ~t P. 

thefe could once be cenfured, and be expelled the church~ 
and court, it was concluded, that the hierarchy would 16 z9. 

receive a mortal blow, the ceremonies be lefs rigidly in-
fifl:ed on, and the kin g, deprived of his rnofi faithful 

friends, be obliged to abate thofe high claims of preroga· 
tive, on which at prefent he infified. 

BuT Charles, befides a view of the political confe. 
quences, which mufi refult from a compliance with fuch 
pretenfions, was fi:ron gly determined, from principles of 

piety and confci ence, to oppolc them. Neither the diffi
pation in .:- ident to youth, nor the plea[ures attending a 
high fortune, had been able to prevent this virtuous 

prince from embracing the moft fincere fcntiments of re

l igion; and that charaCter, which, in that religious age, 
fhould have been of infinite advantage to him, proved in 
the end the chief caufe of his ruin: 1\tlerely becaufe the 
religion, adopted by him, w as not of that precife mode 

and feet, which began to prevail among his fubjetls. His 
piety, though remote from popery, had a tinCture of fu

pcrfiition in it; and, being averfe to the gloomy fpirit 
of the puritans, was reprefented by them as tending to
wards the abominations of antichrifl:. Laud alfo had 

unfortunately acquired a great afcendant over him: And 
as all thole prelates, obnoxious to the commons, were 
regarded as his chief friends and mofl: favoured courtiers; 
he was refolved not to difarm and dilhonour himfelf, by 
abandoning them to the refentment of his enem:es. Be
ing totally unprovided with military forte, and finding a 
refractory independent fpirit to prevail among the people; 
the mofl: folid bafis of his authority, he thought, confiiled 
jn the fupport, which he received from the hierarchy. 

IN the debates of the commons, which are tranfmitted 
to us, it is eafy to difcern fo early tome fparks of that 
e.n thuft :.dric fi n·, which a rterwarJs fet the whole nation 

VoL. VI. T in 
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• A P. in combufiion. One Roufe made ufe of an allufion, 
~which, though familiar, feems to have been borrowed 

1Sz9. from the writings of lord Bacon k. " If a man meet a 

" dog alone," faid he, " the dog is fearful, though ever 
" fo fierce by nature: But, if the dog have his mafter 
" with him, he will fet upon that man, from whom he 
" fled before. This iliows, that lower natures, being 

" backed by higher, encreafe in courage and ftrength; 

" and certainly man, . being backed with Omnipotency, 

" is a kind of omnipotent creature. All things are pof
" fible to him that believes; and where all things are pof
" fible, there is a kind of omnipotency. Whe:efore, 

" let it be the unanimous confent and refolution of us 

" a11 to make a vow and covenant henceforth to hold 

" fafl: our God and our religion; and then fhall we 
" henceforth expeCt: with certainty happinefs in this 

" world 1
." 

0LIVER CRoM WELL, at that time a young man of 
no account in the nation, is mentioned in thefe debates, 

as complaining of one, who, he was told, preached flat 
popery m. It is amufing to . obferve the firft words of 
this fanatical hypocrite correfpond fo exaCl:ly to his cha

ratler. 

THE enquiries and debates concerning tonnage and 

poundage went hand in hand with thefe theological or 
metaphyfical controvcrfies. The officers of the cufrom
houfe were fummoned before the commons, to give an 

account by- what authority they had feized the goods o~ 

· merchants, who had refuted to pay thefe duties: The 
· barons of the exchequer were quefiioned concerning their 

decrees on !that head n. One of the fheriffs of London 
was committed to the Tower for his aetivity in fupport-

k :EtfJy of Atheifm. 1 Ruihworth, vol. i. p. 646. Parl. Hifi. 
vol. viii. p. ~6o. m Ru!hworth, vol. i, p. 655· Parl. Hift. vol. ,,i~i. 

P• z89, n RuJhw<;tth, yo]. i, P• 654• Parl, Hifr. vol. viii. P• JOI• 

ing 
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ing the officers of the cuff:om-houfe: The goods of Rolles, c H A P. 

a merchant, and member of the houfe, being feized for his~ 
refufal to pay the duties, complaints were made of this x6zg. 

violence, as if it were a breach of privilege 0 : Charles 
fupported his officers in all thefe meafures; and the q uar-
rel grew every day higher between him and the com-
mons P. Mention was made in the houfe of impeaching 
Sir Richard Wefl:on, the treafurer q; and the king began 

·to entertain thoughts of finilhing the feffion by a diffo
lution. 

SIR John Elliot framed a remonfrrance againfr levying 
tonnage and poundage without confent of parliament, 
and offered it to the clerk to read. It was refufed. He 
read it himfelf. The quefl:ion being then called for, the 
fpeaker, Sir John Finch, faid, That he bad a command 
from the king to adjourn, and to put no quiflion r. Upon 
which he rofe and left the chair. The whole houfe wa• 
in an uproar. The fpeaker was pulhed back into the 
chair, and forcibly held in it by Hollis and Valentine; 
till a fuort remonftrance was framed, and was paffed by 
acclamation rather than by vote. Papills and Arminians 
were there declared capital enemies to the commonwealth. 
Thofe, who levied tonnage and poundage, were branded 
with the fame epithet. And even the merchants who 
fhould voluntarily pay thefe dutie~, were denominated 
betrayers of Englilh liberty, and public enemies. The 
(}oors being locked, the gentleman u!hcr of the houfe of 
lords, who was tent by the king, could not get admit-

o Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 653• P Ibid. p. 658. q Parl. I-Iift. 
vol. viii. p. 3~6. 

r The king's power of adjourning. as well as proroguing the parliament, 
was and is never quefl:ioned. In the 19th of the late king, the ju:!ges dete • 
mined, that the arjournn ent by the king kept the parlhmcnt in flatu quo un
til the next fi :ting; but that then no comn,itte!'s wefe to meet: But if the 
~djourr.ment be by the houfe, then the commltt,es and other matters do con
tinue, PJd, Hift. vol. v. p. 466. 
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C H A P. tance till this remon!lrance was finifhed. By the king'~ 
LI. . 

'---y--) order, he took the mace from the table, whtch ended their 

. t612 ~· proceedings •. And a few days after the parliament was 
D1ff~, u11on 
of the par- diffolved. 
liarnent. T d" r f h · b' h March 

10
, HE ltcontents o t e natiOn ran tg , on account 

of this violent rupture between the king and parliament. 

Thefe difcontents Charles inflamed by his affeB:ation of 

a feverity, which he had not power, nor probably incli
nation, to carry to extremities. Sir Miles Hobart, Sir 

Peter Heyman, Selden, Coriton, Long, Strode, were 

committed to prifon, on account of the lafr tumult in the 

houfe, which was calieJ (edition 1
• With great diffi

culty, and after feveral delays, they were releafed; and 

the law was generally fuppofed to be wre!lcd, in order to 

prolong thtir imprifonment. Sir John Elliot, Hollis, 
and Valentinr, were fummoned to their trial in the king's 

bench, for feditious fpecchcs and be:haviour in parliament; 

but refufing to anfwer before an inferior court for their 

conduCt, as members of a ·fuperior, they were condemn~J 

to be imprifoned during the king's pleafure, to find Cure

ties for their good behaviour, anJ to be fined, the two 

former a thoufand pounds a-piece, the latter five hundred 11
, 

This [entencc, procured by the influence of the crown, 

ferved only to !how the king's difregard to the privileges 

of parliament, anti to acquire an immenfe frock of popu· 

larity to the fuffcrers, who had fo bravely, in oppolition 

to arbitrary power, defenJed the 1 iberties of their native 

country. The commons of England, though an immenfe 

body, and poffeffed of the greater part of national pro

perty, were naturally fomewhat defen{'elefs ; becaufe of 

their pcrfonal equality and their want of leaders: But the 

king's feverity, if thefe profecutions deferve the name, 

s Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 66o. Whtlocke, p. t:!., t R ull.w01th 1 

vol. i. p. 66t
1
68I. Pad. Hill. vol. v:ii. P• 3H• May, P• 13, u Rufil· 

worth, vol. i, P• 684. r 9'· 

h'ere 
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bere pointed out leaders to them, whofe refentment was c H A P. 
. LJ 

inflamed, and whofe courage was no-wife daunted, by the~ 
hardlhips, which they had undergone in fo honourable a J6zg. 

caufe. 

So much did thefe prifoners glpry in their fufferings, 
that, though they were promifed liberty on that condi
tion, they would not condefcend even to prefent a petition 
to the k,ing, expreffing their farrow for having offended 
him x. They unanimoufly refufed to find fureties for 
their good behaviour; and difdained to accept of deliver
ance on fuch eafy terms. Nay, Hollis was fo indu£hious 
to continue his meritorious difhefs, that, when one offer
ed to bail him, he would not yield to the rule of court, 
and be himfelf bound with his friend. Even Long, 
who had aCtually found fureties in the chief juftice·s 
chamber, dec!ared in court, that his fureties lhot,~]d no 
longer continue Y. Yet becaufe Sir John Elliot happen
ed to die while in cuftody, a great clamour was raifed 
againft the adminifl:ration ;.....aud he was unive,rfally re
garded as a martyr to the liberties of England z. 

x Whitlocke, p. 13. 
)V.Orth1 vol. v. p. 440. 

Y Kennet, vol. iii. P• 49• z Rufb-
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C H A P. LII. 

Peace with France--Peace with Spain--State 
of the court and minijlry--Chara&?er of the 
queen--Stratford-Laud-- Innovations in 
the church-- Irngular levies of money--Se
verifies in the fiar-chamber and high commijjion-
Ship-m:oney--'Irial of Hambde11. 

c H A P. THERE now opens to us a new fcene. Charles; 
~ naturally difgufi:ed with parliaments, who, he found, 

16z~. were determined to proceed againfl: him with unmitigated 
rigour, both in invading his prerogative, and refufing him 
all fupply, refolved not to call any more, till he lhould 
fee greater indications of a compliant difpofition in the 
nation. Having loft his great favourite, Buckingham, he 
became his own minifi:er ; and never afterwards repofed 
in any one fuch unlimited confidence. As he chiefly fo} .. 

lows his own genius and difpofition, his meafures are 
henceforth lefs ralh and hafiy; though the general tenor 

of his adminiftration frill wants fomewhat of being en· 
tirely legal, and perhaps more of beillg entirely prudent. 

We £hall endeavour to exhibit a j ufi: idea of the events 
which followed for fome years; fo far as they regard fo
reign affairs, the fiate of the court, and the government 
of the nation. The incidents are neither numerous nor 
illufirious ; but the knowledge of them is neceffary for 
underfianding the fubfcquent tranfaCiions, which are fu 
memorable. 

CHARLEs, defiitute of all fupp1y, was necelfariJy re
duced to embrace a meafurc, which ought to have been 
the refult of .t;eafcn and found policy: He made peace 
with the two crowns, againfi: which he had hitherto 
waged a war, entered into without neceffity, ~nd conduB:-

~4 
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ed without glory. Notwithfl:anding the difl:raCl:ed and C H A P. 

helplefs condition of England, no attempt was made either~ 
by France or Spain, to invade their enemy; nor did they 16"9· 

entertain any farther projetl, than to defend themfelves 

againfl: the feeble and ill-concerted expeditions of that 

kingdom. Pleafed that the jealoulies and quarrels be-

tween king and parliament had difarmed · fo formidable 

a power, they carefully avoided any enterprize, which 

might rouze either the terror or anger of the Englilh., 

and difpofe them to domefl:ic union and fubmiffion. The 

endeavours to regain the good- will of the nation were 

carried fo far by the king of Spain, that he generoufiy re-

leafed and fent home all the Englifh prifoners taken in 

the expedition againfl: C01diz. The example was imita-
ted by France, after the retreat of the Englifh from the 

ifle of Rhe. vVhen princes were in fuch difpofitions, 
and had fo few pretenlions on each other, it could not be Peace with 

Fran~c and 
difficult to conclude a peace. The treaty was firfi figned Spai 1;, 

with France c, The fituation of the king's affairs did 
not entitle him to demand any conditions for the Hugo- 1 4th April. 

nots, and they were abandoned to the will of their fove-

reign. Peace was afterwards concluded with Spain; IIJ3o. 

h d. . d . r: f h p 1 . sth 1:\oov. 
w ere no con ttiOns were m-: e m 1avour o t e a atme, 

except that Spain promifed in general to ufe their good 

offices for his refioration d. The influence of thefe two 

wars on domefiic affairs, and on the difpofitions of king 

and people, was of the utmofr confequence: But no alte· 

ration was made by them on the foreign int~rcH:s of the 

kingdom. 
NOTHING more happy can be imagi r.ed than the fitua

tion, in which England then fiood with regard to foreign 

;!ffairs. Europe was divided between the rinl families 

of Bourbon anJ Aufiri<.~, whofe oppofite interefi:s, and fiill 

more their mutual jcaloufics, fecured the tranquillity of 

c Rulhworth) vol. ii, p. ZJ, 24. d Icem ibid. p. 7 5.• \Yhitlockea 

Tf thi~ 
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c ~It P. this ifland. Their forces were fo nearly counterpoifed, 
~that no apprehenfions *ere entertained of any event, 

I6J0 • which could fuddenly difturb the balance of power be-: 
twcen them.- The Spanifh monarch, deemed the mofi: 
powerful, lay at greatefi diftance: and the Engliili, by 
that means, pnffeiied the advantage of being engaged by 
political motives into a more intimate union and confede
racy with the neighbouring poteutate. The difperfed 
fituation of the Spanilh dominions rendered the naval 
power of England formidable to them, and kept that em· 
pire in continual dependence. France, more vigorous and 
more compaCt, was every day rifing in policy and difci
pline; and reached at laft an equality of power with the 
houfe of Aufiria: But her progreis, flow a~Hl gradual, 
left it ftill in the power of England, by a timely interpo· 
fition to check her fuperiority. And thus Charles, could 
l1e have avoided all diffentions with his own fubjech, 
was in a fituation to make himfelf be courted and refpect
ed by every power in Europe; and, what has fcarcely 
ever fince been attained by the princes of this ifland, 
l1e could ~i~her be aCtive with dignity, or neutral with 
fecurity. 

A I"FUTRALI'I Y was embraced by thr king; and, 
during the refi: of his Jeign, he feems to h;;vc little re
garded foreign affairs, except fo far as he was enga;;ed 
by honour, and by [; :enuf11i p for his fifrer and the Pala
tine, to cnd~avour th~ procuring of fomc relief for tha~ 

unhappy family. He joined his good offices to thofe of 
France, and mediated a peace between the kings 9f 
Sweden and Polanc!, in hopes of engaging the former to 

· e::m brace the protection of the opprei1ed protefi-ants in the 
~mpire. This was the famed Gufi:avus, whofe heroic 
genius, feconded by the wi(efi policy, made him in a 

little time the moft difi-ingutlhed monarch of the age, and 
rendered his country, formerly unknown and negleCted~ 

(!lf great weight in the balance of Europe. To encpy-
rage 
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rage and affiil- him in his projeCl:ed invafion of Germany, C H A P, 

Charles agreed to furnilh him with fix thoufand men ; ~ 
but, that he might preferve the appearance of neutrality, 16 3°~ 

he made ufe of the marquis of Hamilton's name e. That 

nobleman entered into an engagement with Gufl:avus; 
and enlifl:ing thefe troops in England and Scotland a~ 

Charles's expern::e, he landed them in the Elbe. The 
decifive battle of Leipfic was fought foon after; where 

~he conduCl: of Tilly and the valour of the Imperialifis 

were overcome by the fuperior conduCl: of Gufl:avus and 

the fuperior valour of the Swedes. What remained of this 

hero's life was one co.q.tinued feries of viCl:ory, for which 

he was )efs beholden to fortune, th<J.n to thofe perfonal 

.endowments, which he derived from nature and from in-
pufl:ry. That rapid progrefs of conquefi, which we io 
p1uch admire in ancient hifiory, was here renewed in 
modern annals; and without that caufe, to which, in 

former ages, it had ever been owing. Military nations 

were not now engaged againfl: an undifciplined and un-

warlike people..; nor heroes fet in oppofition to cowards. 

The veteran troops of Ferdinand, conduCl:ed by the fi10fi: 

celebrated generals of the age, were foiled in every eq-
counter, and all Germany was over-run in an infianr by 

the victorious Swede, But by this extraordinary and un-

expected fuccefs of his ally, Charles fajled of the purpofe, 

for which ,he framed the alliance. Gufl:avus, elated by 

profperity, began to form more extenfive plans of ambi-

tion; and in freeing Germany from the yoke of Ferdi-

nand, he inten9ed to reduce it to fubjeCl:ion under his 

own. He refufed to rdl:ore the Palatine to hi$ prin~i-

pality, except on conditions, which would have kept 

him in total dependence 1
• And thus the negociation was 

protratled; till the battle of Lutzen, where the Swedi!h 

m Rulhwortr , ,·ol. i, p. 46 . 53• ~ z. 83-. 

f'1 15• 

f Franklyn, vol. i. 
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c H A P. monarch perilhed in the midfl: of a complete viaory 
LII. h. h h b . d h" . ., 
~ w 1c e o tame over 1s enemies. 

163°· WE have carried on thefe tranfaCl:ions a few years be-

State of the 
court and 
rniniftry. 

yond the prefent period, that we might not be obliged to 

return to them; nor be henceforth interrupted in our ac

count of Charles's court and kingdoms. 

WHEN we confider Charles as prefiding in his court, 

as affociating with his family, it is difficult to imagine a 

charaCl:er at once more refpeCl:able and more amiable. A 

kind hu!band, an indulgent father, a gentle mafter, a 

ftedfaft friend ; to all thefe eulogies, his conduCt: in pri

vate life fully intitled him. As a monarch too, in the 

exterior qualities, he excelled ; in the effential, he was 

not defective. His addrefs and manner, though perhaps 

inclining a little towards ftatelinefs and formality, in the 

main correfponded to his high rank, and gave grace to 

that referve and gravity, which were natural to him. 

The moderation and equity, which fhone forth in his 

temper, feemed to fecure him againft rafu and dangerous 

enterprizes: The good fenfe, which he difplayed in his 
difcourfe and converfation, fcemed to warrant his fuccefs 

in every reafonable undertaking. Other endowments 

likewife he had attained, which, in a private gentlcmau, 

would have been highly ornamental, and which, in a 

great monarch, might have proved extremely ufeful to 

his people. He was po!feif~d of an excellent tafte in al! 

the fine arts ; and the love of painting was in fomc degree 

his favourite p;1ilion. Learned beyond wh1t is common 

in princes, he was a good judge of writing in others, a~d 
enjoyed, himfdf, no mean talent in compofition. In 
any other age or nation, this monarch had been fecure 

of a profperous and a happy reign. But the high idea of 

his own authority, which he had imbibed,. made him in· 
capable of giving way to the fpirit of liberty, which be

gm! t9 prevail among h;s fubjccts~ flis rolitics were not 

fup?or~e!,\ 
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(upported by fuch vigour and forefight as might enable c H ,A P. 

r bd h · fi d · · h" L,J. him to 1U ue t etr preten tons, an mamtam 1s prero- '---,r--J 
gative at the high pitch, to which it had been raifed by 1630, 

his predeceffors. And above all, the fpirit of enthufi-
afm, being univerfally difFufed, difappointed all the views 
of human prudence, and difiurbed the operation of every 
motive, which ofuall y influences fociety. 

BuT the misfortunes, arii!ng from thefe caufes, were 
yet rerno e. Charles now enjoyed himfelf in the full ex
.ercife <>f his authority, in a focial intercourfe with his 
friends and courtiers, and in a rpod~rate ufe of thofe plea .. 
furcs, which he moH afrecred. 

AFTER the death of Buckingham, who had fomewhat Cnaraaer 

alienated Charles from the queen, ilie is to be confidercd of the 
· h · f f · d 1 ~- • Th 11. • queen. as hts c 1c nen ana 1avounte. at runic contempt 

of the fair fex, which J ames affetled, and which, ba
nifhing them from his court, made it refemble more a fair 
or an exchange, than the feat of a great prince, was very 
wide of the difpofition of this monarch. But though full 
of complaifance to the whok fex, Charles rcfervcd all his 
paffion for his cpnfort, to whom he attached himfclf with 
unfhaken fidelity and confidence. By her fenfe and fpirit, 
as well as by het beauty, lhe jufrified the fondnefs of her 
hu!band; though it is al!owed, that, be:og fomewhat of 
a paffionate temper, fhe precipitated him into hafiy and 
imprudent mrafurcs. fh:r rcl!gion, likewife, to which lhe 
was much addiCl:ed, mufl. be regarded as a great misfor
tune; fince it augmented the jealoufy, which prcvaiJcU · 
Flgainfi the court, and engaged her to procure for the 
catholics fome induigences, which were generally difiaff:e
ful to the nation g. 

IN the former fituation of the Eng1ilh government, 
when the fovereign was in a great meafute independent 
Q h~s fubj~ets, the king chofc his miniilers, either from 

g 1\.L:y, P• 7.1! 

. perfona\ 
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c H A P. pcrfonal favour, or from an opinion of their abilities; 
LJI. . d h . }' . ft ~--v--' Wlthout any regar to t .etr par tamentary mtere or ta-
163o. lents. It has fince been the maxim of princes, wherever 

popular leaders encroach too much on royal authority, to 

confer offices on them; in expectation that they will after
wards become more careful not to diminith that power, 
.which has become their own. Thefe politics were now 

Strafford. 

Laud, 

embraced by Charles; a fure proof that a fecret revolu
tion had happened in the conaitution, and had neceffi
tated the prince to adopt new maxims of government h. 

But the views of the king were at this time fo repugnant 
to thofe of the puritans, that the leaders, whom he gain
ed, loft, from that moment, all interefl: with their party, 
and were even purfued as traitors, with implacable hatred 
and refentment. This was the cafe with Sir Thomas 
Wentworth, whom the king created, firfr a barqn, then 
a vifcount, and afterwarps earl of Strafford ; made him 

prefide11t of the council of York~ and deputy of Ireland t 
and regarded him as his chief mini!ler a~d cpunfellor. 

By his eminent talents and abilities, Stratford merited all 
the confidence, which his mafier repofed in him : Hi$ 
'haraCl:er was fl:ately and aufiere; more fitted to procure 
dl:cem than love: ijis fidelity to the king wa~ unfhaken t 
but as he now employed all his counfels to fupport th~ 
prerogative, which he had formerly bent 'lll his endea .. 
vours to dimini!h, his vir~ue feems not to have been 

entirely pure, but to have been fufceptible of firong im
preffiom from private intercft anq ambition. Sir Dudley 
Diggcs was about the fame time created mafier of th~ 
rolls: Noy, attorney-general: Littleton, folicitor-general. 
All thc[e had likcwife been parliamentary leaders; ~nd 
were men eminent in their profeffion i. 

IN all eccleftafiical afFairs, and even in many civil, 
Laud, bifhop of London, had great influence over the 

h Sir Edw, W~lker, p. 32S. i WhitlQcke, p. Ijo May, p. 20. 

~in&• 
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king. This man was virtuous, if feverity of manners C H A P. 

alone and abftinence from pleafure, could deferve that~ 
name. He was learned, if polemical knowledge could 163°· 

intitle him to that praife. He was difinterefred, but with 
unceafing induftry he ftudied to exalt the priefily and 
prelatical charaCl:er, which was his own. His zeal was 
unrelenting in the caufe of relig:on; that is, in impofing, 
by rigorous meafures, his own tenets and pious ceremo-
nies on the obftinate puritans, who had profanely dared 

to oppofe hitn. In profecution of his holy purpofes, h~ 
overlooked every human confideration ; or, in other 
words, the heat and indifcretion of his temper made him 
negleCt the views of prudence and rules of good manners. 
He was in this refpeCl: happy, that all his enemies were 

~lfo imagined by him the declared enemies to loyalty and 
true piety, and that every exercife of his anger, by that 
means, became in his eyes a merit and a virtue. This 
was the man who acquired fo great an afcendant over 

Charles, and who led him, by the facility of his temper, 

into a conduct, which proved fo fatal to himielf and to 

his kingdoms. 

THE humour of the nation ran at that time into the Tnr.ov~riom 
extreme opnt ofite to fuperfiition ; anJ it was with diffi- inh theh 

c urc-.. 
culty that the ancient ceremonies, to which men had 
been accuftomed, and which had been fanchfied by the 
practice of the firft reformers, could be retained in divine 
fervice: Yet was this the time which Laud chofe for the 
introdutl:ion of new ceremonies and obfervanccs. Be
fides that the(e were fure to difpleafe as innovations, there 

lay, in the opinion of the public, another very forcible 
objeCl:ion againfi: them. Laud, and the other P.relate_s 
who embraced his meafures, were generally well- infhuB:
ed in facred antiquity, and had adopted many of thofe 

religious fentiments, which prevaih:d during the fourth 

and fifth centuries; when the Chrifiian church, as is wel 

kuov:f!~ 

• 
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c H A P. known, was already fun.k into thofe fuperfl:itions, which 
~were afterwards continued and augmented by the policy 

163o. of Rome. The revival, therefore, of the ideas and prac

tices of that age, could not fail of giving the Englifll 
faith and liturgy fome refemblance to the catholic fuper

ftition, which the kingdom in general, and the puritans 

in particular, held in the greateft horror and deteftation. 
Men alfo were apt to think, that without fome fecret 
purpofe, fuch infignificant obfervances would not be 
impofed with fuch unrelenting zeal on the refractory 
nation ; and that Laud's fcheme was to lead back the 

Englilh, by gradual fteps, to the religion of their ancef

tors. They confidered not, that the very infignificancy 
of thefe ceremonies recommended them to the fuperfti

tious prelate, and made them appear the more peculiarly 

facred and religious, as they could ferve to no other pur
pofe. Nor was the refemblance to the Romilh ritual any 
obje8:ion, but rather a merit, with Laud and his brethren; 

who bore a much greater kindnefs to the mother-church, 
as they called her, than to the fechries and preiliyterians, 
and frequently recom.mended her as a true Chriftian 
church; an appellation whilih they refufed, or at leaft 
fcrupled to give to the others k. So openly were thefe 
tenets efpoufed, that not only the difcontented puritans 
believed the church of England to be relapfing faft into 
Romifh fuperftition: \The court of Rome itfelf enter

tained hopes of regaining its authority in this ifland; 
and, in order to forward Laud's fuppofed good intentions, 
an offer was twice made him, in private, of a cardinal's 
hat, which he declined accepting 1• His anfwer was, as 

he fays himfelf, That fomething dwelt within him, which 

would not fi1fer his compliance, till Rome were other than 

it is m• 

k May, p. ~5· I Ruflnvorth, vol. ii. p.tgo. Wclwood, p. 6r. 
m Rulhworth, vol. Hi. P• 1327• Whitlo,ke, p. 97• 
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·A couRT lady, daughter of the earl of Devonthire, C H A P. 
. ik d b L LII. having turned catholic, was a e y aud the reafons '-v---l 

of her converfion. 'Tis chiefly, faid the, hecaufe I hate to 163o• 

travel in a crowd. The meaning of this expreffion being 
demanded, lhe replied, I perceive yom· grace and many 

others are making ha.Jle to Rome; and therefore, i11 order tt1 
prevent my being crowded, I have gone before you. It mufl: 
be confeffed, that though Laud deferved not the appel-
lation of papift, the genius of his religion was, though 
in a lefs degree, the fame with that of the Romilh : 
The fame profound refpeCl: was exaCl:ed to the facerdotal 
charaB:er, the fame fubmiffion required to the creeds and 
decrees of fynods and councils, the fame pomp and cere
mony was affetl:ed in wodhip, and the fame fuperftitious 
regard to days, poftures, meats, and veftments. No 

. wonder, therefore, that this prelate was, every-where, 
among the puritans, regarded with horror, as the fore
runner of antichrift. 

As a fpecimen of the new ceremonies, to which Laud 
facrificed his own quiet and that of the nation, it may 
not be amifs to relate thofe, which he was accufed of 
employing in the confecration of St. Catherine's church, 
and which were the objeB: of fuch general fcandal and 
offence. 

On the biiliop's approach to the weft door of the 
church, a loud voice cried, Open, Open, ye everlqjling 
doors, that the king of glory may enter in! Immediately 
the doors of the church flew open, and the biihop entered. 
Falling upon his knees, with eyes elevated and arms ex
panded, he uttered thefe words: This place is /.;oly; the 

ground is holy: In the name of the Fathtr, Son, and 1-loly 
Gbojl, I pronounce it holy. 

GoiNG towards the chancel, he feveral times took up 
·from the floor fome of the du!t, and threw it in the air. 
'Vhen he approached, with his ~ttendants, near to the 

communion-
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c H A P. communion-table, he bowed frequently towards it: And 

LII. h . h d . h h h . . '---v---' on t e1r return, t ey went roun t e c urc repeatmg 

i63o. as they marched along; fome of the pfalms : And then 

faid a form of prayer, which concluded with thefe words: 

l.Ye corifecrate this church, and Jeparate it unto thee as hoiy 

ground, not to be profaned any more to common rifes. 
AFTER this, the bilhop, fianding near the commu

nion-table, folemnly pronounced many imprecations upon 

fuch as fhould afterwards pollute that holy place by rnuf

ters of foldiers, or keeping in it profane law· courts~ m 

carrying butt hens through it. On the con cl ufion of every 

curfe he bowed towards the eafi, and cried, Let all tbe 

people fay, Amen. 
THE imprecations being ail fo pioufly finifhed, there 

were poured out a number of bleffings upon fuch as had 

any hand in framing and building that facred and beau

tiful edifice, and on fuch as ·had given, or lhould here

after give to it, any chalices, plate, ornaments, or utenfils. 

At every benediction, he in like manner bowed towards 

the eafr, and cried, Let all the people fay, Amen. 

THE fermon followed ; after which, the bi!hop corr

fecrated and adminifrered the facrament in the following 

manner: 
As he approached the communion table, he made many 

lowly reverences: And coming up to that part of the 

table where the bread and wine lay, he bowed leven times. 

After the reading of many prayers, he approlched the 

facramental elements, and gently lifted up the corner of 

the napkin, in which the bread, was placed. When he 

beheld the bread, he fudden1y let fall the napkin, flew 
back a fiep or two, bowed three feveral times towards the 

bread ; then he drew nigh again, opened the napkin, and 
bowed as before. 

NExT, he laid his hand on the cup, which had a co

l'~r upon it, and was filkd with wine. He let g;, the 
c;up; 
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~up, fell back, and bowed thrice toward it. He ap- c H A P. 
• LII. 

preached again; :tnd lifting up the cover, peeped mto the '---v--1 
cup. Seeing the wine, he let fall the cover, fiarted back, 163o. 

and bowed as before. Then he received the facrament~ 
and gave it to others. And many prayers being faid, 
tl\c folemnity of the confecration ended. The walls and 
floor and roof of the fabric were then fuppofed to b~ 

fufficiently holy "· 

ORDERS we're given, and rigorou!lr inlificd on, that 
the communion-table fl1ould be removed from the middle 
of the area, where it hitherto frood in a11 churches, ex
cept in cathedrals 0

• It was placed at the eafi end, railed 
in and denominated an ALTAR ; as the clergyman, who 
officiated, received commonly the appellation of PRIEST. 
It is not eafy to imagine the difcontents excited by this 
innovation, and the fufpicions which it gave rife to. 

THE kneeling at the altar, and the uftng of copes, a 
fpecies of embroidered vefiment, in adminifiring the (a

crament, were alfo known to be great objects of fcanda1, 
as being popilh practices\ But the oppofition rather 
encreafed than abated the zeal of the prelate, for the 
iPltroduCtion of thefe habits and ceremonies. 

ALL kinds of ornament, efpecially piCl:ures, were ne
'Ceffary for fupporting that mechanical devotion, which 
was purpofed to be raifed in this model of religion: But 
as thefe had been fo much employed by the church of 
Rome, and had given rife to fo much fupedl:ition, or 
what the puritans called idolatry; it was impoffible to 
-j ntroduce them into Englifu churches, without exciting 
general murmurs and complaints. But Laud, pof
feffeu of prefent authority, pedifl:ed in his purpofe, and 

made feveral attempts towards acquiring thefe orna
ments. Some of the piCtures, introduc~d by him, were 

.n Rulhworth, vol. ii. p. 761 77· Welwood, p. '-75• Franklyn, P• 386. 
• Rulhworth, vol. ii. p. '1.0]• Whitloc:kc, p. ~+· 
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c HA P. a1fo found, upon enquiry, to be the very fame that might 
~be met with in the mafs.book. The crucifix too, that 

1630, eternal confolation of all pious catholics, and terror to all 
found protefi:ants, was not forgotten on this occafion P. 

It was much remarked, that Sherfield, the recorder 
of Salifhury, was tried in the fiar-chamber, for having 
broken, contrary to the bifhop of Saliibury's exprefs in
juncrions, a painted window of St. Edmond's church in 
that city. He boafl:ed, that he had defl:royed thefe mo
numents of idolatry : But for this eftort of his zeal, he 
'¥'as fined 500 pounds, removed from his office, con

demned to make a public acknowledgment, and be bound 
to his good behaviour q. 

NoT only fuch of the clergy, as negleCl:ed to obferve 
every ceremony, were fufpended and deprived by the 
high·commiffion court : Oaths were, by many of the 
hi!hops, impofed on the church-wardens; and they were 
fworn to inform againfl: any one, who atled contrary to 
the ecclefiafl:ical canons r. Such a meafure, though prac
tifcd during the reign of Elizabeth, gave much offence; 
as r\!fe~bling too nearly the pratlice of the Romifu in
~uitition. 

'ro ihm.·1 the greater alienation from the churches 
reformed after the prefbyterian model, Laud advifed, that 
the difcipline and worlhip of the church lhould be im
pofed on the Englifh regiments and trading companies 
a' roads. All foreigners of the Dutch and Walloon con .. 
gregations were commanded to attend the efl:ablifued 

·church ; and indulgence was granted to none after the 
children of the firfl: denizens t. Scudamore too, the 
king's ambaffador at Paris, had orders to withdraw him-

t· R uthworth, \'Ol, ii. p. 1.j2., 2.73• q Ibid. p. 152. State Trials, 
·ol. v. p. 46. Fr;mklyn, p. 4ro, 411, 4a. r Rufhworth, vol. ii. 
i". r8o. ' Ibid, f· Z49• franklyn, p. 451. t Ruihworth~ 

iiOi. i: ... • ZJZ• 
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felf from the communion of the hugonots. Even inen C ~a~ P. 

of fenfe were apt to blame this conduct, not only becaufe '--.-J 
it gave offence in England, but becaufe, in foreign coun.. 161°• . 
tries, it Jofl: the crown the advantage of being confid_ered 
as the head and fupport of the reformation u. 

ON pretence of pacifying difputes, orders were Hfued 
from the council, forbidding on both fides, all preaching 
and printing with regard to the controverted points of 
predefrination and free-will. But it was complained of~ 
and probably with reafon, that the impartiality was al
together confined to the orders, and that the execution 
of them was only meant againil: the calvinifts. 

IN return for Charles's indulgence tovvatds the church, 
Laud and his followers took care to magnify, on every 
occafion, the regal authority, and to treat, with the ut-
moft difdain or detcftation, all puritanical pretenlions tQ 

a free and independent conftitution. But while thefe 
prelates were fo liberal in raifing the crown at the expence 
of public liberty, they made no fcruple of encroaching, 
themfelves, on the royal rights the mofr incontefrible; 
in order to exalt the hierarchy, and procure to their own 
order dominion and independence. All the doCl:rines 
which the Romilh church bad borrowed from fome of 
the fathers, and which freed the fpiritual from fu bordi
nation to the civil power, were now adopted by the 
church of England, and interwoven with her political' 
and religious tenets. A divine and apofrolical charter 
was infifted on, preferably to a legal and parliamentary 
one w. The facerdotal charaB:er was magnified as facred 
and indefeizable: All right to fpiritual authority, or even 
to private judgment in fpiritual fubjech, was refufed to 
profane laymen : Ecclcfiaftical courts were held by the 
bilhops in their own name, without any notice taken ot 

11 State papers collected by the earl of Clarendon, p. 338. 
w Whitlocke, p. :u. 
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c I[ 1~ P: the king's authority: And Charles, though extremely 

'----' jealous of every claim in popular affemblies, feemed ra-

1630• ther to encourage than reprefs thofe encroachments of hii 

clergy. Having felt many fenfible inconveniences from 

the independent {pirit of parliaments, he attached himfelf 

entirely to thofe who profeffed a devoted obedience to hi' 

crown and perfon; nor did he forefee, that the ecclefiaf

tical power, which he exalted, not admitting of any pre

cife boundary, might in time become more dangerous t<J 

public peace, and no lefs fatal to royal prerogative thaa 

the other. 
So early as the coronation, Laud was the perfon, ac

cording to general opinion, that introduced a novelty, 

which, though overlooked by Charles, made a deep im

preffion on many of the byefianders. After the ufual 

ceremonies, thefe words were recited to the king. "Stand 

" and hold fait, from henceforth, the place to whicR 

" you have been heir by the fucceffion of your forefa

'' thers, being now delivered to you by the authority of 

., Almighty God, and by the hands of us and all the 

~' bifhops and fervants of God. And, as you fee th~ 

" clergy to come nearer the altar than others, fo remem

" ber, that, in all places convenient, you give them 

" greater honour ; that the Mediator of God and man 

'' may eftablifi1 you on the kingly throne, to be a medi

" ator betwixt the clergy and the 1ai.ty; and that you 

" may reign for ever with Jefus Chrift, the King of 

,, kings, and Lord of lords x., 

THE principles, which exalted prerogative, were not 

entertained by the king merely as foft and agreeable t~ 

his royal ears : They were alfo put in praCtice during 

the time that he ruled without parliaments. Though 

frugal and regular in his expence, he wanted money for 

th~ fupport of government; and he levied it, either by 

x Fran-kJynJ 1'• 114. Rulhworth, vol. i. P• aox. 
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the revival.Q,f obfo1ete laws, or by violations, fome more C H A P. 

open, fome more difguifed, of the privileges of the na-~ 
tion. Though humane and gentle in his temper, · he 163o. 

gave way to a few feverities in the fiar-chamber and high
commllfion, which feemed neceffary, in order to fupport 
the prcfent mode of adminifrration, and reprefs the ri .. 

ung fpirit of liberty throughout the kingdom. Under 
thefe two heads may be reduced all the remarkable tranfac .. 
tions of this reign, during iome years: For, in peace-
~ble and profperous times, where a neutrality in foreign 
affairs is obferved, fcarcely any thing is remarkable, but 
what is, in fame degree, blamed, or blameable. And., 
lefr th~ hoiJC of rel ie( o r proteCtion from parliament 

might encourage oppofi tion, Charles iffued a proclam~-

tion in wh ich he declared, " That, whereas, for feve-

'' ral ill ends, the calling again of a parliament is di-
cf. vulged; though his majcfry has fhown, by frequent 

' ·' meetiBgs with his people, his love to the ufe of par .. 
'~ liaments : Yet the late almfe having, for the prefent~ 

'' driven him unwillingly out of that courfe) he will 
"' accol.)nt it prefumption for any one to prefcribe to him 
'~ any time for the calling of that affembly Y." rrhis 
was generally confrrued as a declaration, that, during 
this reign, no more parliaments were intended to be fum ... 
maned z~ And every meafure of the king's confirmed a 

fufpicion, fo difagreeable to the generality of the people. 

ToNNAGE and poundage continued to be levied by Irregular 

the royal authority alone. The former additional impofi. levies of 
money. 

t(ons were ftiU exa&ed. Even new impofitions were laid 
on fevera1 kinds of merchandize a. 

THE cufrom-houfe officers received orders from the 
council to enterin to any houfe, warehoufe, or cellar; 

to fear~h any trunk or chefi:; and to break any bulk 

whatever; in default of the payment of cufl:orns b, 

'! Parl. Hit1:. vol. viii. p. 389. Rulh. vol. ii. p. 3. z Clarendon. vol. i. 
Jt-A-• May, p. 14. a Ruth. vol. ii. p. 8. May, p, 16. __ b ~11ih, vol. ii. p. 9• 

. , V~ ~ 
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c H A P. IN order to exercife the militia, and to keep them in 
LII. . 

'--v---1 good order, each county, by an ediCl: of the counctl, 
~63°• was affcffed in a certain furn, for maintaining a muf!:er

~afrer, appointed for that fervice c. 

· CoMPOSITioNs were openly made with recufants, 
and the popilh religion became a regular part of the 
revenue. This was all the perfecutioq which it under
went during the reign of Charles d. 

A coMMISSioN was granted for compounding with 
fuch as were poffeffed of crown-lands upon ~efeC!ive 
titles ; and, on this pretence, fome money was exaCl:ed 
from the people e. 

THERE was a law of Ed ward I I. r, That whoever 
was poffeffed of twenty pounds a year in land, fhould be 
obliged, when fummoned, to appear an~ to receive the 
order of knighthood. Twenty pounds, at that time, 
partly by the change of denomination, partly by that 
in the value of money, were equivalent to 200 in the fe
vcnteenth century; and it feemed j ufr, that the king fhould 
not ftrittly infifr on the letter of the law, and oblige peo
ple of [o fmall revenue to accept of that expenfive ho
nour. Edward VI. g' and queen Elizabeth h, who had 
both of them made ufe of this expedient for raifing mo
ney, had fummoned only thofe who were poffeffed of 
forty pounds a year and upwards to receive knighthood, 
or compound for their neglect; and Charles imitated 
their example, in granting the f3me indulgence. Com
tniffio!1ers vrcre appointed for fixing the 1ates of cornpofi
tion; and irdhuClions \vere given to thefc commii1ioners, 
not to accept of a Iefs fum than wou]d have been. due 
by the party, upon a tax of three fubfidies and a 
half i. Nothing proves more plainly, how ill- difpofed 

,: Rulh. vol. ii. P• ro. d Idem, ibid. p. u, xz, 13, 2.47• 
e Idem, ibid. p . .:;9. f St.ltut:J;iz de milttd~:~s. g Ryll'er, tom. X\", 

p. 124. ll Idem, ~93• 5C4• i Ruih. vol. i:. ~· 70, 71, 7':1.• 
:1)·, P• ! 6~ 
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the people were to the meafures .of the crown, th~n to C ~1t P. 
obCerve, that they loudly complamed of an expedtent, '--v--' 
founded on pofitive fratutc, and warranted by fuch recent 163o. 

precedents. The law was pretended to be obfolete; 
though only one reign had intervened fince the laft exe-
cution of it. 

BARNARD letl:urer of St. Sepulchre's London ufed Severities of 
' ' ' the fiar-this expreffion in his prayer before fermon ; Lord, open chamber 

the eyes of the queen' s majrjly, that jhe may fee 'Jefus Chrijl, ~~!!:fa'iQD, 
whom foe has pierced with her iiifidelity, fuper:Jlition, and ido-
zatry. · He was q uefi:ioned in the high-commiffion court 
for this infult on the queen; but, upon his fubmi.ffion, 
difmiff'ed k. Leighton who had written libels againft the 
king, the queen, the bilhops, and the whole adminiftra-
tion, was condemned by a very fevere, if not a cruel, 
fentence; but the execution of it was fufpended fo"r fome 
time, in expectation of his fubmiffion 1• All the feveri-
ties, indeed, of this reign were exercifed againft thofe 
who triumphed in their fufferings, who courted perfecu-
tion, and braved authority : And, on that account, their 
punilhment may be deemed the more jufr, but the lefs 
prudent. To have neglected them entirely, had it been 
confifrent with order and public fafety, had been the 
wifefi: meafure, that could have been embraced; as per-
haps it had been the moll: fevere. puniihment, that could 
have been infliCted on thefe zealots. 

IN order to gratify the clergy with a magnificent fa. s6_p. 

bric, fubfcriptions were fet on foot, for repairing and 
rebuilding St. Paul's; and the king, by his countenance 
and example, encouraged this laudable undertaking m. 

By order of the privy-council, St. Gregory's church was 
removed, as an impediment to the project of extending 
and beautifying the cathedral. Some houfes and lhops 

k Ruihworth, vol. ii. p. 3~. 
p. 6o, Whitlocke, P• 1 S• 

u4 
l Kennet's complete hift vol. iii. 

m Idem, f· 17. 
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. c H A P.Iikcwife were pu1led down; and compenfation was ma9o LII. -
~to the owners "• As there was no immediate profpetl 

1631~ of alfembling a parliament, fuch acts of power in the 
king became neceffary; and in no former age would the 
people have entertained any fcruple with regard to them. 
lt muft be remarked, that the Puritans were extremely 
averfe to the railing of this ornament to the capital. It 
favoured, as they pre.tended, of popilh fuperfrition. 

A STAMP duty was impofed on cards: A new tax, 
which, of itfelf, was liable to no objection; but ap~ 
peare~ of d~ngerous confequence, when co~fidere~ as a~-
bi trary and illegal o. · 

MoNoPoLIES- we~e revived; an oppreffive method of 
levying money, being unlimited as v,cl l a~ deftruCl:ive of 
indufiry. The la£1: parliament of J arnes, wh ich abolifhed 
monopolies, ~a:d left an equitable exception in favour of 
new inventions~ and on pretence of thefe, ·and of erect~ 
ing new companJes and corporati9ns, was this grievance 
now renewed. The manufaCl:ure of foap. was given to a 
~ompany who paid a (urn for their patent P. Leather, 
fait, and many other commodities, even down to linen 
rags, were likewife put under reflritl:ions. 

IT is affirmed by Clarendop, that fo 1ftt1~ benefit wa~ 
,reaped f~om thefe projeCl:s, t~at of 2oo,ooo pounds thereby 
levied on the people, fcarccly I 50Q came in~o the king'" 
~offers. Th?ug\1 we ought not to fufpett the noble hifio
rian of exaggeration~ to the difadyantage of Charles's 
meafure:;; this fact, it mufi be owned, appears fo~e

yvhat incredible. T .he fam~ author adds, that the king'~ 
intention was to teach his fubje&s how unthrifty a 
thinO' it was to refufe reafonable 'fu.pplies to the crown. 0 . 

An imprudent projeCt: ! to offend a whole nation, ~nde~ 
the view of puqiihment ; a~d to hope, by aCts of vio-

• Rulhworth, vol. ii. p. ~&, &g, 90. zc7. 46~. ji~. ll ~d~m, i~i~. 
P Rut}.worth, vol. ii. p. 136. 141.. 189. 25z. 
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~~nee, to break their refraCl:ory fpirits, without being c H A '~'• 

poifeffed of any force to prevent refifrance. ~ 

THE council of York hacJ been firft erected, after ~ 163~. 
rebellion, by a patent from Henry VIII. without any 
authority of parliament; and this exercife of power, like 
many others, was indulged to that arbitrary monarch. 
This council had long aCl:ed chiefly as a criminal cour~; 
but, be fides fome innovationc;, introduced by J ames, 
Charles thought proper, fome time after Wentworth was 
made prefident, to extend its powers, and to give it a: 
~arge civil jurifdiCl:ion, and that) in fome refpeB:s, dif" 

cretionary q, It is not improbable, that the king's in· 
tention was only to prevent inconveniencies, which arofe 
from the bringing of every caufe, from the mofr diftant 

parts of the kingdom, into Wefiminfi:er-hall : But the 
~onfequence, in the mean time, of this mcafurc, was the 
putting of all the northern couqties out of the proteCtion 
pf ordinary law, and fubjetl:ing them to an authority 
fomewhat arbitrary. Some irregular aCts of that couns;il 
~ere, this year, complained of r, 

THE court of fiar-chamber extended its authority ; 1'l.l· 
and it was matter of complaint, that it encroached upon 
the jurifdittion of the other courts; impofing heavy fines 

and inflicting fevere punifhment, beyond t~e ufual courfe 
of jufrice. Sir David Foulis was fined 5000 pounds, 
Fhiefly becaufe he had diffuaded a friend from compound• 
~~g with t~e commiffioncrs of knighthoods. 

PR YNNE, a barrifler of Lincoln's-Inn, had written an 
~normous quart~ of a thoufand pages, which he called 
Hijirio-Majlyx. Its profdled purpofe w.as to decry fiage
plays, c~medies, interludes, mufic, dancing; but the 

~uthor likewife took occafion to declaim againfi: hunting, 

, -t Rulhworth, vo1• ii. p. 15S, 159, &c. Franklyn, p. 412. r Ruth. 

worth, vol. ii. P• z.oz, 203. s lbid. \'"ol. ii, p. :us. 216, &c. 
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c H A P. public ell:ivals, Chrifrmas-keeping, bonfires, and May..: 

~poles. His zeal againft all thefe levities, he fays, was 
1633• lirft mo·ed, by obferving, that plays fold better than the 

choiceft fermons, and that they were frequently printed 
. on fine1 paper than the Bible itfelf. Befides, that the 

players vere 'often papifrs, and defperately wicked; the 
play-ho1fes, he affirms, are Satan's chapels, the play
haunter: little better than incarnate devils; and fo many 

fl:eps in t dance, fo many paces to hell. The chief crime 
of Nerohe reprefents to have been, his frequenting and 
acting cf plays; and thofe, who nobly confJ?ired his 
death, vere principally moved to it, as he affirms, by 
their incignation at that enormity. The refi of his thou
fand patzs is of a like firain. He had obtained a licence 
from anhbilhop Abbot's chaplain; yet was he indieted 
in the fur-chamber as a libeller. It was thought fame
what herd, that general invectives againft plays lhould 
be inteqreted into fatires againfr the ki11g and queen, 
merely lecaufe they frequented thefe amufements, and 
b~caufe :he queen fometimes acted a part in paftoraJs 
and intd udes, which were reprefented at court. The 

author, i mufr be owned, had, in plainer terms, blamed 
the hicrcrchy, the ceremonies, the innovations in reli
gious wclhip, and the new fuperftitions, introduced by 
Laud t; md this probably, together with the obfiinacy 
and petuance of his behaviour before the fiar-chamber~ 
was the eafon why his fentence was fo fevere. He was 
condemn·d to be put from the bar; to fiand on the pil

lory in tvo places, W eft:minfrer and Cheapfide,; to 1ofe 

t The mt!ic in the churches, he affirmed not to be the noife of men, but 
a bleating oJbrute beafls; choirificrs bellow the tenor, as it were oxen; bark 
a counterpar, as it were a kennel of dcgs ; ro:u out a treble, as it were a for~· 
of bulls; an grunt out a hafe, as it were a number of hogs: Chri.fi:mas, as 
it is kep~, iahe devi:'s Chrdtma$; and Prynne employed a great number of 

rages to perf~ade men to afit:a the name of Purita11, as if Chrifi had been a 
Pun tan ; an fo he faith in his Index, R ulh. vol. ii. p. :t:!. 3• 
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both his ears, one in each place ; to pay 5000 ~ounds1 c H A P • 

.fine to the king ; and to be imprifoned during life q• ~ 
THis fame Prynne was a great hero among the Puri- 1631. 

tans ; and it was chiefly with a view of mortifyi1g that 
rea, that, though of an honourable profeffion, he was 
conde01ned by the frar-chamber to fo ignominiow a pu
nilhment. The thorough-paced Puritans were dHl:in-
guilhable by the fournefs and aufl:erity of their mmners, 
~nd by their averfion to all pleafure and fociety '11. To 
infpire them with better humour, was certainly, b)th for 
their own fake and that of the public, a laudable inten-
tion in the court; but whether pillories, fines, atd pri-
fons, were proper expedients for that purpofe, maJ admit 
of fome quefiion. 

ANOTHER expedient which the king tried, in order to 
infufe chearfulnefs into the national devotion, ~as not 
much more fuccefsful. He renewed his father'1 edict 
for allowing fports and recreations on Sunday to iuch as 
~ttended public wcrfhip ; and he ordered his pro:lama
tion for that pupofe to be publicly read by the clergy 
after divine fervice x. Thofe who were puritanic1.1ly af
feCted, refufed obedience, and were punilhed by fufpen
fion or deprivation. The clifferences between th~ fech 
were before fufficiently great; nor was it necelfary to 
widen them farther by thefe inventions. 

SoME encouragement and prote8ion, which th! king 
a'nd the bi.lhops gave to wakes, church-ales, brid:!-ales, 
and other chearful fefi:ivals of the common people; were 
the obje8s of like fcandal to the Puritans Y. 

THIS year, Charle~ made a journey to Scotlan:J, at- June r~. 
tended by the court, in order to hold a parliament there, 

u RuJb. vol. ii. p. ~20, z~T, &c. w Dugdale,' p. ~. c' Rulb. 
vol. ii. p. 193. 459· Wh.tlocke, p. r6, 17. Franklyn, p. 437• 

Y Rulh. vol. ii. p. 1gr, 192. .M .1y, P• ~. 
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~ H A P. and to pafs through the ceremony of his coronation. The 
\.-_:~1·_, nobility and gentry of both kingdoms rivaled each other, 

J~l3· in expreffing all duty and refpetl: to the king, and in 
fuowing mutual friend!hip and regard to each other. No 
one could have fufpetl:ed, from exterior appearances, that 

f~c}l ~readful fcenes were approaching. 

ONE chief article of bufinefs {for it dcfc rves the name) , 
which the king tranfatl:ed in this pa liamu1 t, was, be fides 

obtaining fome fupply, to procure authority for orderi~tg 
the habits of clergymen z. The atl: did not pafs with-

9Ut oppofition and difficulty. The dreadful furplice was 
before men's eyes ; and they apprehended, with fome 

r.eafon, that, under fanCl:ion of this law, it would foon 
be introduced among them. Though the king believed, 
that his prerogative intitled him to a power, in general, 

of direeting whatever belonged to the exterior govern!" 
ment of the church ; this was deemed a matter of too 

sreat importance to be ordered without the fanetion of !£ 

particular ihtute. 
lMMEDIA TEL Y after the king's return to England, he 

heard of archbiiliop Abbot's deatp : A,nd, without delay, 

he conferred :hat dignity on his favourite, Laud; whot 

by this acceffion of authority, was now enabled to main· 
tain ecclefiaftical difcipline with greater rigour, and to 

aggravate the general difcontent of the nation. 

LAUD obtained the bi!hopric of London for his friend, 

J uxon ; and, about a year after the death of Sir Richard 

Wefl:on, created earl of Portland, had interefi: enough to 
engage the king to make that prelate high trec;furer. 

J uxon was a perfon of great integrity, mildnefs, and hu

manity, and endued with a g~:>Od underfianding a. Yet 
c1id this lafl: promotion give general offence. His birth 

ci.nd character were deemed too obfcure for a man raifed 

to one of the highefr offices of the crown. And the clergy, 

z ~oth, ibid. p. 1~3. a Whitlocke, p. zJ. Clarendon, lOl. i, P· 99• 
. . it 
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it was thought, were already too much elated by former c ~u~ P. 

infl:ances of the king's attachment to them, and needed "--y----1 

not this farther encouragement to affume dominion over 
16~~ 

the laity b. The Puritans, likewife, were much diifatisfied 

with J uxon, notwithftanding his eminent virtues; be-

~aufe he was a lover of profane fi.eld-fports, and hunting. 

£HIP-MONEY was now introduced. The fidl: writs of 5h~ 6l4• lp·m• 
this kind had been directed to fea-port towns only: But ney. 

fhip-money was at this time levied on the whole king-

dom; and each county was rated at a particular fum, 

which was afterwards aifcfied upon individuals c. The 

amount of the whole tax was very moderate, little ex

ceeding 2oo,ooo pounds : It was levied upon the people 

with equality: The money was entirely expended on the 

navy, to the great honour and advantage of the king-

dom : As England had no military force, while all tht; 

other powers of Eu~?Pe were frrongly armed, :\ fleet 

feerned abfolutely neceifary for her fccurity: And it was 
obvious, that a navy mufr be built and equipped at leifure~ 

:during peace ; nor could it poffibly be fitted out on a fud-

den emergence, when the danger became urgent : Yet 

-all thcfe confiderations could not reconcile th~ people tfJ 

the impofition. It was entirely arbitrary: By tht: fame 
~right any other tax might be impofcd : And men. thou&ht 

a powerful fleet, though very defirable, both for tbe cre-
dit and fafcty of the kingdom, but an uneq4al ,recom~ 

pe. ~e for their liberties, which, they apprehended, '~·~re. 

thus facrifi.ced to the obtaining of it. 
ENGLAND, it mufl: be owned, was, in this refpea, 

anhappy in its prefent fituation, that the kin~ bad ~ntei
taincd a very different idea of the confiitution, from tbnt 
yYhich began, in general, to pr~v.aH ;lmong his fabj-.Cls. 

b Clorendon, voL i. p 97• May, p. '.l• 
~· ~$i 1 asS, &'• 

Ht 
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c H A P. He did not regard national privileges as fo facred and 
~inviolable, that nothing but the moit extreme necef-

1634· fity could jufiify an infringement of them. He confi
dered himfe1f as the fupreme magifl:rate, to whofe care 
heaven, by his birth-right, had committed his people, 
whofe duty it was to provide for their fecurity and hap
pinefs, and who was veiled with ample difcretionary 
powers for that falutary purpofe. If the obfervance of 
ancient laws and cufl:oms was confifi:ent with the prefent 
convenience of government, he thought himfelf obliged 
to comply with that rule; as the eafiefr, the fafefi, and 
what procured th~ moit prompt and willing obedience. 
But when a change of circumfiances, efpecially if derived 
from the obfl:inacy of the people, required a new plan of 
adminifiration ; national privilt>ges, he thought, mull: 
yield to fupremc power; nor could any order of the 
fiate oppofe any right to the will of the fove~eign, dirett
ed to the good of the public d. That thefe principles of 
government were derived from the uniform tenor of the 
Englilh la\vs, it would be ralh to affirm. The fluttu-

. ating nature of the confl:itution, the impatient hu
mour of the people, and the variety of events, had, no 
doubt, in different ages, produced exceptions and contra
dictions. Thcfe obfen·ations alone may be efl:ablilhed on 
both fides, that the appearances were fufficicntly fl:rong 
in favour of the king tc apologize for his following 
fuch. maxims; and that public liberty mufl: be fo pre

carious under this exorbitant prerogative, as. to render 
an oppofition not only excufeable, but laudable, in the 
people e. 

SoME laws had been enaeteij, during the reign of 
Henry V1I. againfi depopul~tion, or the converting of 
arable lands into pafi:ure. By a decree of the ftar-cham-

d Rulhworth, vol. iv, P• 535· 54 , 
Q[ the volume. 

• o See note [Y] at the encl 

ber~ 
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ber, Sir Anthony Raper was fined 4000 pounds for an C t-I A P. 
LIJ. 

offence of that nature r. This fevere fentence was in-"-v--1 
tended to terrify others into compofition ; and above 1634, 

30,000 pounds were levied by that expedient g. Like 
_ compofitions, or, in default of them, heavy fines, were 

required for encroachments on the king's forefts; whofe 
bounds, by decrees deemed arbitrary, were extended 
much beyond what was ufual h. The bounds of one 
forefr, that of Rockin gham were encreafed from fix miles 
to Jixty i. The fame refraCtory humour, which made 
the people refufe to the king voluntary fupplies, difpofed 
them, with better reafon, to murmur againft thefe irre• 
gular methods of taxation. 

MoRLEY was fined Io,ooo pound's, for reviling, chal
lenging, and il:riking, in the court of Whitehall, Sir 
George Theobald, one of the king's fervants k. This· 
fine was thought exorbitant; but whether it was corn• 
pounded, as was ufual in fines impofed by the fiar-cham ... 
her, we are not informed. 

ALLISON had reported, that the archbifhop of York 
had incurred the king's difpleafure, 'by a!king a limited 
toleration for the catholics, and 411 allowance to build 
fome churches for the exercife of their religion. For 
this flander ag~infr the arch bilhop, he was condemned in · 
the frar-chamber to be fined 1000 pounds, to be commit
ted to prifon, to be bound to his good behaviour during 
life, to be whipped, and to be fet on the pillory at Weft
minfier, and in three other towns in England. Robins, 
who had been an accomplice in the guilt, was condemned 
by a fentence equally fevere 1. Such events arc rather to 
be con fidered as rare and detached incidents, colleCted 

f Rulhworth, vol. ii. p. 270, Vol, iii. App. p. Jo6. g Idem, 

vol. iii, p. 333• Franklyn, p. 4i8• h May, p. t6. . i Str.l f· 
ford's letters and difpatches, vol . ii. p. IJ7• k Rufhwor~h, vul, ii, 
p• z?o. llbid, p. z69 

_by 
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c H A P. by the fevere fcrutiny of hifiorians, than as proofs of tile 

~prevailing genius of the king's adminifiration, which feems 
1634• to have been more gentle and equitable than that of moft 

of his predecefTors : There were on the whole only five 

or fix fuch in fiances of rigour during the courfe of fifteen 

years, which elapfed before the meeting of the long par .. 

liament. And it is alfo certain, that fcandal againfi the 

great, though feldom profecuted at prefent, is, however, 

in the eye of the law, a great crime, and fubjeCl:s the 

offender to very heavy penalties. 

THERE are other infiances of the high refpeCl: paid to 
the nobility and to the great in that age; when the 

powers of monarchy, though difputed, fiill maintained 

themfelves in their prifiine vigour. Clarendon m tells us 

a plcafant incident to this purpofe: A waterman, belong• 

ing to a man of quality, having a fquabble with a citizen 

about his fare, fnowed his badge, the crefi of his mafier1 

which happened to be a fwan; and thence infified on 

better treatment from the citizen. But the other replied 

carelefsly, that he did not trouble his head about that 

goofe. For this offence, he was fummoned before the 

rnadhal's court; was fined, as having opprobrioufly dtJ
famed the nobleman's crefi, by calling the fwan a goofe; 

and was in effect reduced to beggary. 

SIR Richard Gran vile had thought himfelf ill· ufed by. 
the earl of Suffolk in a law~fuit; and he was accufed be

fore the fiar- chamber of having faid of that nobleman, that 

he was a bafe lord. The evidence againfr him was fame

what lame; , yet for this flight offence, infufficiently 

proved, he wa:; condemned to pay a fine of Sooo pounds i 

one half to the earl, the other to the king n. 

SIR George Markham, following a chace where lord 

Darcy's huntfman was exercifing his hounds, kept tlofet 

to the dogs than was thought proper by the huntfman, 

who, befidcs other rudenefs, gave him foul language, 

Life of Clarenc!on, 'ol, i, P• 71• n Lord Lanfdown, P· 514. 

whi<:h 
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Which Sir George returned with a firoke of his whip. C H A P~ 
· · LII 
The fellow threatened to complain to his mafter: The~ 
knight replied, If his mafier fhould juftify fuch info1ence, l6J4. 

he would ferve him in the fame manner, or words to that 
effeCt. Sir George was fummoned before the fiar-cham-
ber, and fined Io,ooo pounds. So fine a tbing was it in 
thofe days to he a lord! --A natural refleCtion of lord 
Lanfdown's, in relating this incident 0 • The people, in 
vindicating their liberties from the authority of the crown, 
threw off alfo the yoke of the nobility. It is proper to 
remark, that this lafl: incident happened early in the reign 
of James. The prefent praCtice of the fiar-chamber 
was far from being an innovation) though the prefent 
difpofitiohs of the people made them repine more at this 
fervitude. 

CHARLES had imitated the example of Elizabeth and 1 63 ~ 
J ames, and had iffued proclamations forbiddin'g the land-
ed gentlemen and the nobility to live idly in :bondon, and 
ordering them to retire to their country- feats P. For dif
obcdience to this ediCt, many were indiCted by the attor
ney-general; and were fined in the fiar-chamber q. This 
occafioned difcontents; and the fentences were complain~ 
ed of, as illegal, But if proclamations had authority, of 
which n~ody pr~tended to doubt, mufl: they not be put 
in execution ? In no irifiance, I mufi confcfs, does it 
more evident! y appear, what confufed and uncertain ideas 
were, during that age, entertained concerning the Eng ... 
lifh confl:itution. 

RAY, hav-ing exported f~llers-earth, contrary to the 
king's proclamation, was, befides the pillory, condemned 

o Lcrd Lanfdown, p. 515, This fiory is told differently in Hobart's Re• 
ports, p. uo. It there appears, that Markham was fined only 500 pounds, 

and very defervedly: For he gave the lie and wrote a challeJ~ge to lord Darcy, 

J ames was anx.ous to dtfcourage the praaire of <iuelling, which was theq 
very prevalent. 

• P Rtllhworth, vol. ii, p. 144• q Idem ibid. p. 2SS, 

VoL. VI. X in 
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c H A P. in the ftar.chamber to a fine of 2000 pounds r. Like 

~fines were levied on Terry, Eman, and others, for dif-

I6H· obeying a proclamation which forbad the exportation of 

gold s. In order to account for the fubfequent convul

fions, even thefe incidents are not to be overlooked, as 

frivolous or contemptible. Such feverities were after

wards magnified into the greateft enormities. 

THERE remains a proclamation of this year, prohi

biting hackney coaches from £landing in the fireet t, We 
are told, that there were not above twenty coaches of 

that kind in London. 'I'here are, at prefent, near eight 

hundred. 

1 636, THE effeB:s of fhip-money began now to appear. A 
formidable fleet of fixty fail, the greatdl: that England 

had ever known, was equipped under the earl of North

umberland, who had orders to attack the herring-buffes 

of the Dutch, which fifhed in what were called the Bri

tifh feas. The Dutch were content to pay 30,000 pounds 

for a licence during this year. They openly denied, 

however, the claim of dominion in the feas, beyond 

the friths, bays, and !bores; and it may be quefrioned 

whether the laws of nations warrant any farther pre

tenfions. 

THrs year the king fent a fquadron againft Sallee; 

and with the affifrance of the emperor of Morocco, de

firoyed that receptacle of pyrates, by whom the Eng

Jifh commerce and even the Englifh coafis had long been 

infefred. 

1637• BuR TON a divine, and Bafiwick a phylician, were 

tried in the fiar-chamber for fcditious and fchifmatical 

libels, and were condemned to the fame puniihment that 

had been infliCled on Prynne. Pr}nne himfelf was tried 

r Ru!hworth, vol. ii, p. 348• 

ib:d. p. 3 x6, 
s Idem ibid. p~ 350, t Idem 

for 
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for a new offence; and, together with ~10other fine of c H A P. 

d d 1 . f.JI. 
5000 poun s, was condemne to ofe what rcmamed of --v---J 
his ears. BefiJes, that thefc writers had attacked, with I &J7· 

great feverity, and even an intempentc zeal, the cere-
monies, rites, and government of the church; the very 

anfwers, which they gave in to the court, were fo full of 
contumacy and of invetl:ives again!l: the prelates, that no 
lawyer could be prevailed on to fign them u. The ri-
gors, however, which they underwent, being fo unworthy 
men of their profeffion, gave general offence; and the 
patience, or rather alacrity, with which they fuffered, 
encreafed frill farther the indignation of the public w. 

1,he feverity of the fi-ar-chamber, which was generally 
afcribed to, Laud's paffionate clifpofition, was, perhaps, 
in itfelf, fomewhat blameable; but will naturally, to us, 
appear enormous, who enjoy, in the utmofl: latitude, that 
liberty of the prefs, which is efl:eemed fo neceffary in 
every monarchy, confined by fl:ricr legJ.llimitations. But 
as thefe limitations were not regularly fixed during the 
age of Charles, nor at any time before; fo w:1s this 
liberty totally unknown, and was generally deemed, as 
well as religious toleration, incompatible with all good 
government. No age or nation, among the modems, 
had ever fet an example of fuch an indulgence: And 
it feems unreafonable to judge of the meafures, embra-
ced during one period, by the maxims, which prevail in 
another. 

BuR TON, in his book where he complained of inno
vations, mentioned among othrrs, that a certain vVednef. 
day had been appointed for a fait, and that the faft was 
ordered to be celebrated with:::>ut any fcrmons x. The 
intention, as he pretended, of that novelty, was, by the 
example of a fail: without fermons, to fupprefs all the 

u Rulhwor ' h, vol. ii. p. 3&1, 38~J &c. State Trials, vol. v. p. 66. 

w State T.-ials1 vol, v, p. 8o. x Ibid . p. 74• Franklyn, p. 839· 

X 2 Wedncfday's 
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c H A P. Wednefday's letl:ures in London. It is obfervable, that 

~the church of Rome and that of England, being, both 

•637· of them, lovers of form and ceremony and order, are more 

friends to prayer than preaching; while the puritamcal 

fetl:aries, who find that the latter method of addrefs, being 

diretl:ed to a numerous audience prefent and vifible, is 
more inflaming and animating, have always regarded it 

as the chief part of divine fervice. Such circumfiances, 

though minute, it: may not be improper to tranfmit to 

pofierity ; that thofe, who are cu -ious of tracing the 

bifrory of the human mind, may remark, how far its 

feveral fingularitics coincide in different ages. 

CERTAIN zealots had ereCl:ed themfelves into a fociety 

for buying in of irnpropriations, and transferring them 

to the church ; and great fums of money had been be
queathed to the fociety for thefe purpofes. But it was 
foon obferved, that the only ufe, which they made of 

their funds, was, to efrablilh letl:ures in all the confi

derable churches; men, who, without bei11g fubjetl:ed 

to epifcopal authority, employed themfelves entirely in 

preaching and fpreading the fire of puritanifm. Laud 

took care, by a <lccrce, which was paffed in the court of 

exchequer, and which was much complained of, to abo

liih this fociety, and to flop their progrefs r. It was, 

however, Hill obfervcd, that, throughout England, the 

lecbrers were all of them puritanically affcB:ed; and 

from them the clergymen, who contented themfelves with 

reading prayers and homilies to the people, commonly re

<:eived the reproachful .appellation of dumb dogs. 

THE puritans, re!hained in England, lhipped them

fei ves off for America, and laid there the foundations of 

a government, which poffefled all the liberty, both civil 

r nJ rdigiou~, of 11-'hich they foui~d themfelve5 bereaved 

'f Rll rlw.or •hi' vv!. ii. p. 15"• 151· Whitlocke, P• 15. Hifroryofthc 

in 
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m their native country. But their enemies, unwilling C H A P. 

that they fhould any where enjoy eafe and contentment,~ 
and dreading, per 1aps, t-he dangerous confequences of fo 1637• 

difaffected a colony, prevailed on the king to iffue a pro .. 
damation, debarring thefe devotees accefs even into thofe 
inhofpitable deferts x. Eight £hips, lying in the Thames, 

and ready to fail, were detained by order of the council; 
and in thefe were embarked Sir Arthur Hazelrig, John 
Hambden, John Pym, and Oliver Cromwel r, who had 
refolved for ever to abandon their native country, and Ry 
to the other extremity of the globe; where they might 
enjoy letl:ures and difcourfes of any length or form which 

pleafed them. The king had afterwards full leifure to 
repent this exercife of his authority. 

THE biihop of Norwich, by rigoroufly infifiing Qll 

uniformity, had banilhed many indufhious tradefmc:n from 
that city, and chaced them into Holland z. The Dutch 

began to be more intent on commerce than on orthodoxy; 
and thought, that the knowledge of ufeful arts and obe
dience to the laws formed a good citizen; though attended 
with errors in fubjetl:s, where it is not allowable for hu

man nature to expect any pofttive truth or certainty. 

CoMPLAINTS about this time were made, that the pe

tition of right was, in fome infiances, violated, and that, 
upon a commitment by the king and council, bail or re

leafement had been refufed to Jennings, Pargiter, and 
Danvers a. 

WILLIAMS, bilhop of Lincoln, a man of fpirit and 
learning, a popular prelate, and who had been lord 

x Rulh. vol. ii. p. 409. 418. Y Mather's Hifiory of New England, 

book i. Dugdale. Bates. Hutchinfon's Hifi. of Matfachufet's Bay, vol. i. 
p. 42. This !aft quoted author puts the fact beyond controverfy. Ancl it is a 
curious faCt, as well with regard to the charaCters of the men, as of the times. 

Can any one doubt, that the enfuing quarrel was almoft entirely theological 

not political ? What might be expeCted of the populace, when fuch was the 

~har<lcte r of the moll enl ightened leaders r 
~ May, p. 8%. a Rufh. vol, ii. p. 414• 

X 3 keeper, 
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c H A P : keeper, was finec IO,ooo pounds by the fiar-chamber, 
~committed to the Tower during the king's pleafure, and 

1637• fu 1pendcd from his office. This fevere fentence was 
founded on frivolous pretences, :1nd was more afcribed to 
Laud's veng~"1ncc:>, than to any guilt of the biiliop b• 

Laud, however, had owed his firfi: promotion to the good 
offices of that prelate with king J ames. But fo impla
cable was the haughty primate, that he raifed up a new 
p rofecution againfi Williams, on the firangefi: pretence 
imaginable. In order to levy the fine above-mentioned, 
fomc officers had been fent to feize all the furniture and 
books of his epifCopal palace of Lincoln; and in rum
maging the houfe, they found in a corner fome negletl:ed 
letters, which had been thrown bye as ufelefs. Thefe 
letters were written by one Oibaldifl:one, a fchoolmafier, 
and wen~ direCl:cd to \Villiams. Mention was there made 
of a little gt e(/t man; and in another paffage, the fame 
perfon was denuminated a little urchin. By inferences 
and confi:ruCl:ions, thcfe epithets were applied to Laud; 
and on no better foundation was Williams tried anew, as 

having received fcandalous letters, and not difcovering 
that private correfpondence. :For this offence, another 
fine of 8ooo pounds was levied on him : Ofbaldifl:one 
was likewife brought to trial, and condemned to pay a 

fine of 5000 pounds, and to have his ears nailed to the 
pillory before his own fchool. He faved himfelf by 
flight; and left a note in his fi:udy, wherein he faid, 

'' That he was gone beyond Canterbury c." 
THEsE profecutions of Williams feem to have been 

the mofi iniquitous meafure, purfued by the court during 
the time that the ufe of parliaments was fufpended. 
\Villiams had been indebted for all his fortune to the fa
vour of James; but having quarreled, firft with Buck .. 
iugham, then with Laud, he threw himfelf into the 

b Ruihwerth, vol. ii, p. 416, &c. 
locke, p. ~ S• 

country 
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country party; and with great firmnefs and vigour op- C 1-£1~ P. 

pofed all the mealures of the king. A creature of the '--v---1 
court to become its obfrinate enemy, a bilhop to coun- :r 637• 

tenance puritans; thefe circumftances excited indigna· 
tion, and engaged the minifters in thofe fevere mealures. 
Not to mention, what fome writers relate, that, before 
the fentence was pronounced againft him, Williams was 
offered a pardon upon his fubmiffion, which he refufed 
to make. The court was apt to think, that fo refractory 
a fpirit mufr by any expedient be broken and fubdued. 

IN a former trial, which Williams underwent d (for 

thefe were not the fidl:) there was mentioned, in court, a 
fiory, which, as it difcovers the genius of parties, may 
be worth relating. Sir John Lam be urging him to pro
fecute the puritans, the prelate afked, what fort of people 
thefe fame puritans were? Sir John replied, " That to 
" the world they feemed to be fuch as would not fwear, 
" whore, or be drunk; but they would lye, cozen, and 
" deceive: That they would frequently hear two fermons 
" a-day, and repeat them too, and that lometimes they 
" would fafr all day long." This charaCter mufr be 
conceived to be fatirical; yet, it may be allowed, that 
that feEl: was more averfe to fuch irregularities as proceed 
from the excefs of gaiety and pleafure, than to thofe enor
mities, which are the moft deftruCl:ive of fociety. The 
former were oppollte to the very genius and fpirit of their 
religion; the latter were only a tranfgreffion of its pre
cepts: And it was not difficult for a gloomy enthullaft to 
convince himfclf, that a frriCl: obfervance of the one would 
atone for any violation of the other. 

IN 1632, the treafurer, Portland, had inll!l:ed with 
the vintners, that they lhould fubmit to a tax of a penny 
a quart, upon all the wine, which they retailed. But 
they rejected the demand. In order to puniih them, a 

4 Rufhworth, vol. ii, p. 416. 

x4 decree, 



312 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

CH A P. decree, fudden y, w:tnout much enquiry or examination 
LII. fl' d . h n. b . . t....--v--.1 pa e m t e nar-cnam er, prohtbtting them to fell or 

J637· drefs viCl:uals in their houfes e. Two years after, they 

were quefiioned for the breach of this decree; and in or

der to avotd punilhment, they agreed to lend the king fi~ 

thoufand pounds. Being threatened, during the fubfe

q uent years, with fines and profecutions, they at laft 

,::ompounded the matter, and fubmittcd to pay hc.tf of that 

duty, which was at firfi: demanded of them r. It required 

little forefight to perceive, that the king's right of i!I'uing 

proclamations mufr, if profecuted, draw on a power of 
taxation. 

LILBURNE was accufed before the :ftar-chamber, of 

publilhing and difperfing feditious pamphlets. He was 

ordered to be examined; but refufed to take the oath, 

ufual in that court, that he would anfwer interrogatories, 

even though they might lud him to accufe himfelf For 

this contempt, as it was interpreted, he was condemned 

to be whipped, pilloried, and imprifoned. While he was 

~hipped at the cart, and frood on the pillory, he ha

rangued the populace, and declaimed violently againfr 

the tyranny of bifhops. From his pockets alfo he fcat

tercd pamphlets, faid to be feditious; becaufe they attack

ed the bierarc.hy. Tl.e fiar-cl-: amber, which was fitting 

at t~~~ very tim.., ordered him immediately to be gagged. 

He cc<.fccl not, however, though both gagged and pillo

ried, to ft~mp with his foot and geHiculate, in order to 

fhuw the people, t:l at, if he had it in his power, he 

would frill harangue them. This behaviour gave frdh 

prov,;cation to the fiar-chamber; and they condemned 
him to be imprifo.ned in a dungeon, and to be loaded with 

irons g, It was found cliffiLult to break the fpirits of men, 

who placed both their honour and their confciencc in 

fuft'..: ing. · 

e "-uf;,. vol. 'i. p. zg;, 
r· 4p5, 4-66, 467. · 

f ~dtm, ibid. p. 51. g Ibid. 
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THE jealoufy of the church appeared in another in- C H A P. 

fiance lefs tragical. Archy, the king's fool, who, by his~~ 
office, had the privilege of je!ling on his mafter, and the 1637• 

whole court, happened unluckily to try his wit upon 
Laud, who was too facred a perfon to be played with. 
News having arrived from Scotland of the firft commo-
tion excited by the liturgy, Archy feeing the primate 
pafs by, called to him, Who's fool, now, my lord? For 
this offence, Archy was ordered, by fentence of the coun-
cil, to have his coat pulled over his head, and to be dif-
rniffcd the king's fervice h. 

HERE is another inftance of that rigorous fubjeB:ion, 
in which all men were held by Laud. Some young gen

tlemen of Lincoln's-inn, heated by their cups, having 
drunk confufion to the archbifuop, were at his inftiga
tion cited before the ftar-chamber. They applied to the 
earl of Dorfet for protection. Who hears witnefs agai'!ft 
you? faid Dorfet, One of the drawers, they faid. Where 
did he }land, when you were Ju,t>pofld to drink this health F 
fubjoined the earl. l~e was at the dr;or, they replied, go
ing out of the room. Tujh ! cried he, the drawer was 
rnijlaken : You drank confufion to the archbijhop of Canterbury's 
enemies ; and the follow was gone bifor.t you pronounced the 

lajl word. This hint fupplied the young gentlemen with 
a. new method of defence : And being advifed by Dorfet 
to behave with great humility and great fubmiffion to the 
primate ; the modefty of their carriage, the ingenuity of 
their apology, with the patronage of that noble lord, 
faved them from any feverer punifument than a reproof 
and admonition, with which they were difmiff'ed i. 

THIS year, John Hambden acquired, by his fpirit and Trial of 

courage, univerfal popularity throughout the nation, and Hambden. 

has merited great renown with pofierity, for the bold 

h Ruih, vol. ii. p. 470. Wcl·.-.·ocd, p. :t78. i Rufb. vol: i.ii, P• ISo. 

ftand 
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c H A P. fiand which he made, in defence of the laws and liber
~ ties of his country. After the impofingof fhip-moncy, 

J6J7• Charles, in order to difcourage all oppoition, had pro
pofed this quefiion to the judges; "W1ether, in a cafe 
" of neceffity, for the defence of the kin;dom, he might 
" not impofe this taxation? and whether 1e were not foie 
" judge of the neceffity ?" The fe guar,ians of law and 
liberty replied, with great complaifance " That in a 
" cafe of neceffity he might impofe th:t taxation, and 
" that he was foie judge of the neceffiy k. Hambden 
bad been rated at twenty fhillings for :n efl:ate, which 
he poffdfed in the county of Buckingtam : Yet not· 
withfianding this declared opinion of ne judges, not
withftanding the great power, and fomtimes rigorous 
maxims of the crown, notwithfianding th: fmall profpetl: 
()[relief from parliament; he refolved, raher than tamely 
fubmit to fo illegal an impofition, to ftard a legal profe
cution, and expofc himfelf to all the in lignation of the 
court. The cafe was argued during tweve days, in the 
exchequer-chamber, before all the judg's of England; 
and the nation regarded, with the utmof anxiety, every 
circumftance of this celebrated trial. The event was 
eafily forefeen : But the principles, and reafonings, and 
behaviour of the parties, engaged in the rial, were much 
canvaffed and enquired into; and nothi1g could equal 
the favour paid to the one fide, except t1e hatred which 
attended the other. 

IT was urged by Hambden's council, and by his par
tizans in the nation, that the plea of receffity was in 
vain introduced into a trial of law; fino it was the na
ture of neceffity to abolifu all law, an~ by irrefifiible 
violence, to diffolve a11 the weaker and m>re artificial ties 
()[human fociety. Not only the prince, in cafes of ex
treme difhefs, is exempted from the ordizary rules of ad
miniftration : All orders of men are the1 levelled ; and 

k Ruth. vol. ii. p. 355· Whitlocke, p. 4• 
any 
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any individual rray confult the public fafety by any C ~~~ P• 

expedient, which his fituation enables him to employ. "--y----J 

But to produce foviolent an effeCt, and fo hazardous to 1637· 

every community~ an ordinary danger or difficulty is not 
fufficient; much efs, a neceffity, which is merely facti-
tious and pretendel. Where the peril is urgent and ex-
treme, it will be ptlpable to every member of the fociety; 
and though all a1cient rules of goveriJnent are in that 
cafe abrogated, rren will readily, of themfelves, fubmit 
to that irregular ~uthority, which is exerted for their pre
fervation. But vhat is there in common between fuch 
fuppofitions, and the prefent condition of the nation ? 
England enjoys a profound peace with all her neighbours: 
And what is mo:e, all her neighbours are engaged in 
furious and bloodr wars among themfelves, and by their 
mutual enmities farther enfure her tranquillity. The 
very writs themfeves, which are iflued for the levying of 
1hip-money, contadict the fuppofition of neceffity, and 
pretend only that the 'feas are infefted with pirates ; a · 
flight and temponry inconvenience, which may well await 
a legal fupply fron parliament. The writs likewife allow 
feveral months f<r equipping the 1hips ; which proves a 
very calm and delberate fpecies of neceffity, and o_ne that 
admits of delay nuch beyond the forty days requifite for 
fummoning that aTembly. It is frrange too, that an ex
treme neceffity vhich is always apparent, and ufually 
comes to a fuddcn crifis, 1hould now have continued, 
without interruptim, for near four years, and 1hould have 
remained, duringfo long a time, invifible to the whole 
kingdom. And cs to the pretenfion, that the king is fole 
judge of the necefity; what is this but to fubjeCl: a1l the 
privileges of the mtion to his arbitrary will and pleafure ? 
To expect that tre public will be convinced by fuch rea
Coning, muft aggnvare the general indignation ; by add
ing, to violence ~ainft men's perfons and their property, 
fo cruel a mocker: of their underftanding. 

4 IN 
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c H A P. In vain are precedehts of ancient writs produced: 

~ Thefe writs, when examined, are only found to require 

1637· the fea-ports, fomctimes at their own charge, fometimes 
at the charge of the counties, to fend their fhips for the 

defence of the nation. Even the prerogative, which em

powered the crown to iffue fuch writs, is abolifued, and 

its exercife almoft entirely difcontinued, from the time 

of Edward Ill. I ; and all the authority, which re

mained, or was afterwards exercifed, was · to prefs lhips 

into the public fervice, to be paid for by the public. 

How wide are thefe precedents from a power of obliging 

the people, at their own charge, to build new fhips, 

to viCl:ual and pay them, for the public; nay, to fur

niili money to the crown for that purpofe ? What fe

curity either againft the farther extenfion of this claim, 

or againfFdiverting to other purpofes the public money, 

fo levied ? The plea of neceffity would warrant any 

other taxation as well as that of fhip-money : Where

ever any difficulty !hall occur, the adminifl:ration, infi:ead 

of endeavouring to elude or overcome it, by gentle and 

prudent meafures, will infiantly reprefent it as a reafon 
for infringing all ancient laws and inftitutions : And if 

fuch maxims and fuch practices prevail; what has be
come of national liberty ? What authority is left to the 
great charter, to the fratutes, and to that very petition 

of right, which, in the prefent reign, had been fo folemn· 

ly enacted by the concurrence of the whole legifl~ture ? 
The defencelefs condition of the kingdom while un· 

provided with a navy; the inability of the king, from 

his efrabliihed revenues, with the utmofr care and fruga
lity, to equip and maintain one; the impoffibility of ob

taining, on reafonable terms, any voluntary fupply from 
parliament: All thefe are reafons of fiate, not topics of 

law. If thefe reafons appear to the king fo urgent as to 

Q.ifp~qfe with the legal rules of government; let him 

I ~tate TJials, nl. v. F• 545, ~55• 
cnfon:c 
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enforce his ediCl:s, by his court of fiar-chamber, the c H A P. 

proper infirument of irregular and abfolute power; not~ 
profiitute the charaCter of his judges by a decree, which 1637• 

is not, and cannot poffibly be legal. By this means the 
boundaries, at leafr, will be kept more difrinCl: between 
ordinary law and extraordinary exertions of prerogative; 
and men will know, that the national confiitution is only 
fufpended during a prefent and difficult emergence, but 
has not undergone a total and fundamental alteration. 

NOTWITHSTANDING thefe reafons, the prejudiced 
judges, four m excepted, gave fentence in favour of the 
crown. Hambden, however, obtained by the trial the 
end, for which he had fo generoufly facrificed his fafety 
and his quiet : The people were rouzed from their le
thargy, and became fenfible of the danger, to which 
their liberties were expofed. Thefe national quefiions 
were canvaffed in every company; and the more they were 
examined, the more evidently did it appear to many, that 
liberty was totally fubverted, and an unufual and arbitrary 
authority exercifed over the kingdom. Slavilh principles, 
~hey faid, concur with illegal praCl:ices ; ecclefiafrical 
tyranny gives aid to civil ufurpation; iniquitous taxes 
are fupported by arbitrary punifhments; and all the pri
vileges of the nation, tranfmitted through fo many ages, 
fecured by fo many laws, and purchafed by the blood 
of fo many heroes and patriots, now lye pro.frrate at the 
feet of the monarch. What though public peace and 
national indu!lry encreafed the commerce and opulence 
of the kingdom? This advantage was temporary, and 
due alone, not to any encouragement given by the 
crown, but to the fpirit of the Englilh, the remains of 
their ancient freedom. \Vhat though the perfonal cha
racter of the king, amidfi: all his mifguidcd counfels, 
might merit indulgence, or even praife? He was but one 

m See State Trials: Article Ship . money, which (Onta:ns the fpeecbes of 
fgur judgei in f~vQur of H!lmbden, 

man; 
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c H A P. man ; and the privileges of the people, the inheritance 

~of millions, were too valuable to be facrificed to his pre-

•637· judices and mifiakes. Such, or more fevere, were the 

fentiments promoted by a great party in the nation: No 

excufe on the king's part, or alleviation, how reafona

ble foever, could be harkened to or admitted : And to 

redrefs thefe grievances, a parliament was impatiently 

longed for; or any other incident, however calamitous, 

that might fecure the people againfl: thofe oppreffions, 

which they felt, or the greater ills, which they appre

hended, from the combined encroachments of church and 
fiat e. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. LIII. 

Difco~ttnzts iJt Scotland- Introduftion of the canons 
and liturgy--A tumult at Edinburgh--Tbe 
covenant --A general affembly --Epifcopacy 
abolijhed--War--.d pacification--Renewal 
of the war--Fourth Englijh parliament-
Dijfolution--Difcontents in England--Rout 
at Newburn--Treaty at Rippon--Great coun. 
cil of the peers. 

T HE grievances, under which the Engli£h laboured, c 'i11J.P· 
when confidered in themfelves, without. regard to "---v---1 

the confiitution, fcarcely deferve the name; nor were 1637• 

they either burthenfome on the people's properties, or 
anywife £hocking to the natural humanity of mankind. 
Even the impofition of fhip-money, independent of the 
confequences, was a great and evident advantage to the 
public; by the judicious ufe, which the king made of the 
money levied by that expedient. And though it was jufi:-
Jy apprehended, that fuch precedents, if patiently fubmit-
ted to, would end in a total difufe of parliaments, and in 
the efiablilhment of arbitrary authority; Charles dreaded 
no oppofition from the people, who are not commonly 
much affected with confequences, and require fome firiking 
motive, to engage them in a refifiance of efl:ablilhed 

government. All ecclefiafiical affairs were fettled by law 
and uninterrupted precedent; and the church was become 

a confiderable barrier to the power, both legal and ille-
gal, of the crown. Peace too, indufl:ry, commerce, 
opulence; nay, even jufiice and lenity of adminifiration, 
notwithfianding fome very few exceptions: All thefe were 
enjoyed by the people; and every other bleffing of go

vernment, except liberty, or rather the prefent exercife 

of 
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c H A P.of liberty, and its proper fecurity 0
• It feemed probable, 

LIIJ. therefore, that affairs might long have continued on the 

~fame footing in England, had it not been for the neigh

bourhood of Scotland; a country more turbulent, and 

lefs difpofed to fubmiffion and obedience. It was thence 

the commotions fidl arofe ; and it is therefore time or us 

to return thither, and to give an account of the fiate of 

affairs in that kingdom. 

Di(contents THoUGH the pacific, and not unlkilful government of 
in Scotland, • . 

James, and the great authonty, wh1ch he had acquired, 

had much allayed the feuds among the great families, 

and had efiablilhed law and order throughout the king

dom ; the Scotifh nobility were frill poite:lfed of the chief 

power and influence over the people. Their property 

was extenfive; their hereditary jurifdietions and the feu

dal tenures encreafed their authority ; and the attachment 

of the gentry to the heads of families efiablifhed a kind 

of voluntary fervitude under the chieftains. Befides that 

long abfence had much ldofened the king's conneCtions 

with the nobility, who refided chiefly at their country

feats; they were, in general, at this time, though from 

flight caufes, much difgufled with the court. Charles, 

from the natural piety or fuperfi:ition of his temper, was 

extremely attached to the ccclefiafbcs : And as it is na

tural for men to perfuade thernfelves, that their intc-reft 

coincides with their inclination ; he had efiablilhed it as 

a fixed maxim of policy, to ,encreafe the power and aa .. 

thority of that order. The prelates, he thought, efia

bliihed regularity and difcipline among the clergy; the 

clergy inculcated obedience and loyalty among the peo

ple : And as thilt rank of men had no ieparate authority, 

~nd no dependence but on the crown; the royal power, 

it would feem, might, with Lhe gr:.:ater fafety, be en

trufied in their hands. Many of the prelates, therefor~, 

• Cluen~on1 p. H' 75• . May., P• Ji, Warwick, p. 6~. 
were 
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\i ere raifed to the chief dir.-nities of the fbte P : Sootf- C H A P. 
# - ' LIH. 

vood, archbiihop of t. Andrews, was en atcd chancel- '-y---J 

lor: Nine of the bifl ops \Verc privy counfdlors : The 1637· 

bifhop of Rofs afpired to the o£ice of tr"nfurcr: Some of 
the prelates pofE.ffed p ... ~es in the exche:}J r: And it 
was even endeavoured to tevi re the firft in{l::tt.:tion of the 
college of j ufl:ice, apd to fl are cq 'lally between the clergy 
and laity the wl~o1e judicial authority q. TLcf(; a~van-
tages, poffe!led by the church, , nd \vhich the bi{ho!.s 
did not always enjoy \ ith ft it~ble moddl:y, difgufie<l 
the haughty nobility, vho, clec. :ing thcm!~'-lves much 
fuperior in rank anJ quc.'ity to this 1 ... vv or er of men, 
were ciifpleafed to !ind tlh.mfclycs · nfe ior in po·vcr and 
influence. Interefr joined itfel f ~Q ar~bition; f1nd be::at 
a jealoufy, Jell: the epi1Cop~l fees, which, at the reform-
ation, had been pillaged . by the noble~, ihou ld again be 
enriched at the expence of that order. By a moll: ufeful 
and beneficial law, the irnpropriations had already been 
raviihed from the great men : Competent falaries had been 
affign~d to the imp~veriihed clergy f1 om the tythcs of 
each parifh: And what remained, the proprietor of the 
land was impowered to purchilfe at a low valuation r? 
The king likewife, W<!rranted by ancient lav.r :::.nd prac-
tice, had declarea for a general refumption of a:l crown-
lands, alinated by his predeceffors; and though he took 
no fi:ep towards the execution of t.;is project, th..! very 
pretenfion to fuch power h~d excited jcalouly and difcon-
tent 5• 

NOTWITHSTANDING the tender regard which Charies 
bore to the whole church, he h.ld been able, in ScotLmc.l, 
to acquire only the affection of the fupcrior rani:: among 
the clergy. The minifrcrs, in general, equall d, if not 

P Ruflnvorth, vol. ii. p. 386. 1\!ay, p, '-9• q C•1t~>ry's H.:. 
rnoirs, p. 14. Burnet's Mem. p ,_~ 30. r K:n:1's DeclaratiOn , p. 7• 

Frar.klyn, p. 6u. s Ki1 ~ 's D ·c or:1•i:Jn, P• .6, 

VoL. VI. Y excc"~~·i 
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c H A P. exceeded the nobility, in their prejudices againfi: the court, 
Ll! I. . 11. h 1 d . fL • r. I "-..r--' agamn t e pre ates, an agamn ep11C0pa authority t. 

163i· Though the efrabli!hment of the hierarchy might feem 

advantageous to the inferior clergy,. both as it erected 

dignities, to which all of them might afpire, and as it 

befl:owed a lufrre on the whole body, and allured men of 

family into it; thefe views had no influence on the Scot

tifh ecclefia:fiics. In the prefent difpofition of men1s 
minds, there was anotht:r circumfiance, which drew con

fideration, and counterbalanced power and riches, the 

ufual foundations of difi:inction among men; and thQt 
was, the fervour of piety, and the rhetoric, however 

barbarous, of religious leB:ures and difcourfes, Checked 

by the prelates in the licence of preaching, the clergy 

regarded epifcopal jurifdiB:ion both as a tyranny and an 

ufurpation, and maintained a parity among ecclefiafl:ics to 

be a divine privilege, which no human law could alter or 
infringe. While fuch ideas prevailed, the mofi: moderate 

cxercife of authority would have given difgufi:; much 

more, that extenfive power, which the king's indulgence 

encouraged the prelates to affume. The jurifdiCtion of 

prefbyteries, fynods, and other democratical courts, was, 
in a manner,. abolifhed by the bilhops; and the general 

affembly itfelf had not been fummoned for feveral years 11
• 

A new oath was arbitrarily impofed on intrants, by which 

they fv. ore to obferve the articles of Perth, and fubmit to 
the liturgy and canons. And in a word, the whole 
fyftem of church government, during a courfe of thirty 

years, had been changed by means of the innovations, 

introduced by J ames and Charles. 
THE people, under the influence of the nobility and 

clergy, could not fail to partake of the difcontents, which 
prevailed among thefe two orders ; and where real grounds 

of complaint were wanting, they greedily laid hold of 

t Burnet, Mem, pa 29, 30. u May, p. zg, 

imaginary 
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maginary ones. The fame horror againfl: popery, with C H A P. 

which the Engli{h puritans were poffeifed, was obferv-~ 
able among the populace in Scotland; and among thefe, 1637• 

as being more uncultivated and uncivilized, fecmcd ra-
ther to be inflamed into a higher degree of ferocity. The 
genius of religion, which prevailed in the court and among 
the prelates, was of an oppofi.te nature; and having fome 
affinity to the Romifh wodhip, led them to mollify, as 
much as poffible, thefe fevere prejudices, and to fpeak of 
the Catholics in more charitable language, and with more 
reconciling expreffions. From this foundation, a panic 
fear of popery was eafi.1 y raifed ; and every new cere-
mony or ornament, introduced into divine fervice, was 
part of that great myfiery of iniquity, which, from the 
encouragement of the king and the bilhops, was to over-
fpread the nation w. The few innovations, which ]Jmes 
had made, were confi.clered as preparatives to this grand 
defign; and the farther alterations, attempted by Charles, 
were reprefented as a plain declaration of his intentions. 
Through the whole courfe of this reign, nothing had 
more fatal influence, in both kingdoms, than this ground-
lefs apprehenfion, which, with fo much induihy, was 
propagated, and with fo much credulity, was embraced, 
by all ranks of men. 

AMIDST thefe dangerous complaints and terrors of re
ligious innovation, the civil and ecclefiafiical liberties of 
the nation were imagined, and with fome reafon, not to 
be altogether free from inva.fion. 

THE efl:ablilhment of the high-commiffion by J ames, 
without any authority of law, feemed a con.fiderable en
croachment of the crown; and erected the mofi danger
ous and arbitrary of all courts, by a method equally 
dangerous and .arbitrary. All the freps towards the fct
tlemcnt of epifcopacy had inJeed been taken with confent 

w Burnet's Me m. p 29, 30, 3 r, 
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c H A P. of parliament: The articles of Perth were confirmed in 
~~ r62 I : In 16~.~' the king had obtained a general ratifica-

16)7· tion of every ee-::}-:.f:aftical eGabli!hmcnt: But thefe laws 
had kfs author:ty with the r.alion, as they were known to 
have pt~ffeJ contrary to the fcntitr~nts even of thcfe who 
votl:d icr th.:::m, and were in reality extorted by tbe autho
rity and in1portunity of tne !0vereign. The me:.1ns, hovr
ever, v:'.ic~ both James and Charles had employed, in 

order to influence the p:::.rli:1ment, were entirely regular; 
and no reafi):1.1b!c prc ten cc had been afFord~d for repre
fcnting thcfc LlWS as null or invalid. 

BuT thci'C p:-c\·adcd ;1mo 1g the greater part of the na
tion another pi-it ci,)k, of the mofl: important and mofi: 
dangerous nature, ::;nd ,which, if adt .• itted, ddhoyed en
tirely the va!id ity of all fuch ibtutes. The ecclefi,tftical 
authority was fuppofcd totally independent of the civil; 
and no au of parliament; nothing but the confent of the 
church itfelf, w~1s rcprefented as fufficient ground for the 

introduction of any change in religious 'Aorlhip or difci
pline. And though J u.mes had obtained the vote of af

femblies for receivins cpifcopacy and his new rites; it 
mufi be confefTcd, that fuch irregularities had prevailed in 
confrituling thefe ecclefiafl:ical courts, and fuch violence 
in conducting them, that there were fomc grounds for de
Ilying the authority of all their aCls. Charles, fcnfible 
that an cxtor ed content, attcndtd with fuch invidious 

circumfhnccs, would rather be prej udtcial to his mea
fures, h;d wholly laid afide the ufe of aflemblies, and was 
rcfo1ved, in co:1j unction with the bifhops, to govern the 
church by <1n authority, to which he thought himfelf 
fully intitled, and v.·hich he believed inherent in the 
crown. 

The k.int,'s great aim was to compleat the work, fo 
hap ily begun by his father; to efiablifh difcipline upon 

a regubr fyfiem of canons, to introduce a liturgy into 
public 
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public worlhip, and to render the ecclefiafl:ical govern- c H A P 

f 11 h. k" d 1 d . t: S LIII. ment o a IS mg oms regu ar an llnil o rm. • ome "---v,___J 

views of policy might move him to this undertaking: z637· 

But his chief motives were derived from principLs of zeal 
and confcicnce. 

The canons · for dbblifhing ccdefi,lftical j.Jrifdiction I ntro(luc-

J d . 6 1 • _1 b , r on of tLe were promu gate m I 35; arHt were recerveu y t1le c 1 n ofl~ and 

nation, though without much appeari n~; oppofition, yet litur:r,:,·. 

with great inward <'-pprehcnfion and difcontent. lv"Ien -
fclt difpleafure, at fceing the royal authority hi; hly C,{

alted by them, and -:::!pre(ented as abfolutc and uncon-
. troulable. They faw thefe fpecLllative principles reJuccd 
to prauice, and a w hole body of ecclefiafbcal laws eib
olilhed without any previous confcnt either of church or 
fiate x. They dreaded, lefi, by a pc:.:-ity of realon, like 
arbitrary authority, from like pretences and princip:cs, 
would be af1umed in civil matters : They remarked, tha!: 
the delicate boundaries, which {{.'paratc church and ihte, 
were already pu.ffed, ::.nJ many civil ordinances cJ:abliH cd 
by the canons, under colour of ecclefi.altical infrit •. tions : 
And they were apt to derid::: the neglig~nce, with Vlhich 
thcfe important ediCts h::1d been com?il?d ; when th~y 

found, that the new litur,g·y or fervicc-Loo',;: vns every 
where, under fevere penalties, cnjoines by them, though 
.it had not yet been compofcd or pu blifl1ed Y. It \\·as) 

however, foon cxpeel:ed; ~nd in the rec~pti o :1 of it, as 
the people ~re ::.hvays mofl: afi:eC:-:J by what is c:..ternal 
an l cxpofed to the itnf~s, i~ was ~p;,rcLcnC.: ... c.l, that the 
chief difficulty would confifr. 

'rHE liturgy, which the king, from his own autho
rity, impofeJ on Scotla 1d, v;as copicJ from that cf En~;
land: But left a fervilc imitation might fho...:k the priLle 
of his ancient kingdom, a few ab:r;1tions, in order to 

.<tve appearances, v.·ere m<! le in it; ai J in th~~t. fh..tp~ it 

4: Clarerdon, vol. i. p. lc6. Y Ide'l1, ibi.i, p. I:)j. 
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326 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C TT A P. was tranfmitted to the bifhops <>t Edinburgh z. But the 
LIII. 

--......--'Scots had univerfally entertained a notion, that, though 
J6;7 riches and worldly glory had been {hared out to them with 

a fparing hand, they could boafi of fpiritual treafures more 
abundant and more genuine, than were enjoyed by any 
Jlation und~r heaven. Even their fouthern neighbours, 
they thought, though feparated from Rome, ilill retained 
a great tinCl:ure of the primitive pollution; and thc~r 

liturgy was reprefented as a fpccics of mafs, though with 
fome lcfs £how and embroidery a. Great prejudices, 

therefore, were entertained againfl:: ir, even confidered in 

it!elf; much more, when regarded as a preparative, which 

was foon to introduce into Scotland all the abominations 
of popery. And as the very few alterations, which di
fiinguilhed the new liturgy from the Englifh, feemed to 
approach nearer to the doCl:rine of the real prefence ; 
this circumfiance was deemed an undoubted confirma
tion of every fufpicion, with which the people were 
polfelfed L. 

EASTER-n AY was, by proclamation, appointed for the 
firfr reading of the fervice in Edinburgh : But in order 
to judge more furely of men's difpofitions, the council 
delayed the matter till the 23d of July; and they even 
gave notice, the Sunday before, of their intention to 
commence the ufe of the new liturgy. As no confider
able fymptoms of difcontent appeared, they thought that 
they might fafely proceed in their purpofe c; and accord
ingly, in the Clthedral church of St. GiJes, the dean of 
Edinburgh, arrayed in his furplice, began the fervice; the 
bifhop himfelf and many of the privy-council being pre
fent. But no fooner had the dean opened the book, than 
a multitude of the meanefi fort, mofi of them women~ 

z King's Decl. p. 18. May, p. 3%• a King's Decl. p. 2o, 
b Burnet's Mem, p. 31. Rufhworth, vol. ii. p. 396. May, p. 31~ 
c K;ng's Decl, p. :n, Clarendon, vol. i, p. 108, Rufhworth, vol, ii, 
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-c·lapping their hands, curfing, and crying out, A pope! C F ll J • 

o pope I antichr!fl I )lone him! raifed fuch a tumult, that ~1,!:__, 
it was impoffible to proceed with the fcrvice. The bi- Is;, . 
.ll... • h I . . d (c h TU 'lt Jt mop, mountmg t e pu p1t, m or er to appea e t e popu- Ed.rburgh. 

lace, had a frool thrown at him : The council was in-
fulted ~ And it was with difficulty, that the magifi:rates 
were able, partly by authority~ partly by force, to expel 
the rabble, and to iliut the doors againfr them. The 

tumult, however, frill continued without: Stones were 

thrown at the doors and windows : And when the fervice 
was ended, the bilhop, going home, was attacked, and 

narrowly efcaped from the hands of the enraged multi-
tude. In the afternoon, the privy-feal, becaufe he carried 

the bilhop in his coach, was fo pelted with frones, and 

hooted at with execrations, and preffed upon by the ea-

ger populace, that, if his fervants, with drawn fwords, had 
not kept them off, the bilhop's life had been expofed to 

the utmoft danger '1• 

THOUGH it was violently fufpetl:ed, that the low po
pulace, who alone appeared, had been infi:igated by fome 

of higher condition, yet no proof of it could be produ cd; 
and every one fpake with difapprobation of the licentiouf
nefs of the giddy multitude e. It was not thought fafe, 
however, to hazard a new infult by any new attempt to 

read the liturgy; and the people feemed, for the time, 
to be appeafed and fatisfi.ed. But it being known, that 
the king fiill perfevered in his intentions of impofing that 
mode of worlhip, men fortified themfelves fl:ill farther in 
their prejudices againft it; and great multitudes refortcd 
to Edinburgh, in order to oppofe the introdutl:ion of io 
hated a novelty r. It was not long before they broke 

out in the moft violent diforder. The bilhop of Galla-

d King's Decl. P• '-3• '14, 25. Run1worth, vol. ii. p. 388. e King's 
peel, p. z6, 30· Clarendon, vol. i. p. IO.!It f Kwg's D:c!. p. ;z. 

R•Jihworth, vol. ii, p. 4GO. 

way 
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c H A P. way was attacKed in the fircets, and chafed into the cham .. 
LIIJ. b 1 h . .1 fi . Th . ~ er, W11ere t c pnvy-counc1 was Ittmg. e council 
1637. itfelf was befiegecl and violently attacked: The town

council met vvith the f..1me fate: And nothing could have 

faved the lives of ail of them, but their application to fame 

popu~ar lords, w~.o proteCted thctn, and difperfed the mul
titude. In this [edition, the a.: ors were of fome better 

. condition th:m in ti1e former; though nobody of rank 

fcemed, as y~t, to countenance them !. 

ALL men, how·cver, Lcgan to unite and to encourage 
each other, in oppofl ion to the religious innovations 

introduced into the kingdom. Petitions to the council 

w~re figned and prcfented by perfons of he highefi qua

lity: The women took part, and, as was ufual, with 

violence: The cler~y, every where, loudly declaimed 
againfi popery and the liturgy, which they reprefented as 

the fame: The pt.:lpits refounded with vehement invec

tives againfi antichrifr : and the populace, wbo firfl: 

oppofed the fcrvice, was ofcen compared to Balaam's afs, 

an animals in itfelf, fiupid and fenfclefs, but whofe mou~h 

h;,.d been opened by the Lord 1 to the admiration of the 
whole ·world 11 • li1 fuort, fanaticifm mini;ling wi:h fac

tion, private intcre.fl with the fp;rit of liberty, fymptoms 

appeared, on all h:mds, of the mofi dangerous infurretl:ion 

and diforder. 

THE primate, a man of wifdom and prudence, who 
was all along averfe to the introduction of the ·Iitur• 

gy, reprefentcd to the king the flate of the nation : The 

earl of Traquaire, the treafurer, fet out for London, 

in order to lay the ma ter more fully before him : Every 

drcum:fl:ance, whether the condition of England or of 
Scotland were coniidered, fhould have engaged him to 
dcfift from fo hazardous an attempt: Yet was Charles 

g King's Ded. p. 35, 36, &c, Rulhworth, vol, ii, p. 404. 
De;:!, P· 3r. " . 
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inflexible. In his whole conduct of this affair, there c H A P. 

appear no marks of the good fenfe, with which he was~ 
endowed: A lively inflance of that fpecies of character, J637• 

fo frequently to be met with; whe:·e there ~re found 
parts and judgment in every difcourfe anu opinion ; in 
many aClions, indifcrction and imprudence. Men's views 
of things are the refult of their underfianding alone : 
Their conduct is regulated by their underftanc.lit1g, their 
temper, and their paflions. 

To fo violent a combination of a who!e kingdom, 
Charles had nothing to oppofe but a proclamation ; in 
vhich he pardor:ed all pail offences, and exhorted the 

people to be mo•·e obedient for the future, and to fubmit 
peaceably to the ufc of the liturgy. This proclamation 
was inflant1y encountered with a p~1 blic proteflation, pre
fented by the earl of Hume a·ncl lord Linclefey: And this 
was the firfi time, that men of quality had appeared in 
any violent ::1ct of oppofition i, But this proved a crifis. 
The· infurreB:ion, which hnd been advancing by a gra
dual and flow progrefs, now blazed up at once, No 
difordr:r, however, attended it. On the CQntrary, a new 
order immcdi~tely too1c place. Four tableJ·, ~s they \Vcre 
called, were formed in Edinburgh. One confiHed of 
nobility, another of gentry, a third of miniHers, a fourth 
of burgeffes. The table of gentry \Vc.s divick:d into many 
fubordinatc tables, according to t!~eir difFer~nt counties. 
In the hands of the fcur table , r: e whole authority of the 
kingdom was placed. Orders were iilucd by them, and 
every where obeyed, vvith t. c utmofi: regularity k. And 
among the firfl: acts of t1 eir government was the prod uc
tian of the CovL'A.-T. 

i K:ng's Decl. p. 47, 4S, &c. C uthry, P• 2~. M::}, p. 37• 
k Clarendon, vo:. i. p. li J, R~lh\\Otth, vo!, i!. p. ;~~· 

I THIS 
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C H A P. THIS famous covenant confii1:ed fidl: of a renunciation 
LJil. • 
~of popery, formerly l1gned by James in his youth, and 

Th 
I6;8• compofed of many invectives, fitted to inflame the minds 
e cove-

nant. of men ag:tinfi their fellow creatures, whom heaven has 

June, 

enjoined them to cherifh and to love. There followed 

a bond of union, by which the fubfcribers obliged them

felves to refifl: religious innovations, and to defend each 

other againfl: all oppofition whatfoever : And all this, for 

the greater glory of God, and .the greater honour and 

advantage of their king and country I, The people, 

without difl:inttion of rank or condition, of age or fex, 

flocked to the fubfcription of this covenant: Few, in their 

judgment, difapprovecl of it; and fiill fewer durfi openly 

condemn it. The king's minifters and counfellors them

felves were, moft of them, feized by the general conta

gion. And none but rebels to God, and traitors to their 

country, it was thought, would withdraw themfelves from 

fo falutary and fo pious a combination. 

THE treacherous, the cruel, the unrelenting Philip, 

accompanied with ail the terrQrs of a Spanilh inquifition, 

was fcarcely, during the preceding century, oppofed in 

the Low Countries with more determined fury, than was 

now, by the Scots, the mild, the humane Charles, at

tended with his inoffenfive liturgy. 

THE king began to apprehend the confequences. He 

fent the marquis of Hamilton, as commiffioner, with au-

thority to treat with the covenanters. He required the 

covenant to be renounced and recalled: And he thought, 

tl,at on his part he had made very fatisfattory concef· 

fions, when he offered to fufpend the canons and the 

liturgy, till, in a fair and legal way, they could be receiv

ed ; and fo to model the high commiffion, that it lhould 

no longer give offence to his fubjech m. Such general 

1 King's Decl. p. 57, 58. Rulhworth, vol. ii. p. 734• May, P• 38. 
g1 Rulhworth, vol. ii. p. 7 54, &c, 
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CHARLES r. 
declarations could - not well give content to any, much c ff 1\ P. 

Jcfs to thofe who carried fo much higher their pretenfions. ~I~ 
The covenanters found themfelves feconded by the ze;1.l t638, 

of the whole nation. Above fixty thoufand people were 
affcmbled in a tumultuous manner in Edinburgh and the 
neighbourhood. Charles poffeffed no regular forces in 
either of his kingdoms. And the difcontents in England, 
though fecret, were believed fo violent, that the king, it 
was thought, would find it very difficult to employ in 
fucb a caufe the power of that kingdom. The more, there-
fore, the popular leaders in Scotland confidered their fitu-
ation, the lefs apprehcnfion did they entertain of royal 
power, and the more rigoroufly did they infifi on entire fa
tisfaetion. In anfwer to Hamilton's demand of renouncing 
the covenant, they plainly told him, that they would fooncr 
renounce their baptifm n. And the clergy invited the 
commiffioner himfelf to fubfcribe it; by informing him ; 
" With what peace and comfort it had filled the hearts 
'' of all God's people; what refolutions and beginnings 
~' of reformation of manners were fenfibly perceived in 
" all parts of the nation, above any meafure they had 
" ever before found or could have expected ; how great 
" glory the Lord had received thereby; and what confi-
" dence they had, that God would make Scotland a 
"bleffed kingdom 0

." 

HAMILTON returned to London : Made another fruit
lefs journey, with new conceffions, to Edinburgh: Re
turned again to London; and was immediately fent back 
with frill more fati:,faB:ory conceffions. The king was 17 th Sept. 

now willing entirely to abolilh the canons, the liturgy, 
and the high commiffion court. He was even refolved to 
limit extreme I y the power of the biihops, and was con-
tent, if, on any terms, he could retain that order in the 
church of Scotland P. And to enfure all thefe gracious 

n Kin~'s Decl. p. 87. 9 Ibid. p. 88. RutitNorth, vol. ii. p, 75'• 
p King's Decl. p. 137• RuJhworth, vol. ii. p. 76z. 

ofFers, 
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c H A P. offers, he gave Hamilton authority to fummon firfl: an 
LIII. ~r bl h l' h . 1 • '--v----' ::1uem y, t en a par tament, w ere every natwna1 gnev-
i638· ance might be redreffed a1ld remedied. Thefe fucceffive 

conceffions of the king, which yet came· fi:i11 ihorc of the 
rifing demands of the malcontents, difcovered his own 
w~akncfs, encouraged their · nfolence, and gave no fatis

faetion. The offer, however, of an affembly and a par

liament, in which they expeeted to be entirely mafiers, 

was \Yi!l!ngly embraced by the covenanters. · 

A t-ener~) 
atlcmbly. 

CHARLEs, perceiving what advantage his enemies had 
reaped from their covenant, refolved to have a covenant 
on his fide; and he ordered one to be drawn up for that 

purpofe. It confified of the fa .e viole1 t renunciation 

of popery above-mentioned ; which, thcJug 1 the king 
did not approve of it, he thought it faftfi +-o aJopt, in 

order to remove all the fufpicions entertained a;;,t.d,ft lJ m. 

As the covenanters, in their bond of mutu.tl t ce 
againfl: all oppofition, had been carc..~·ul not to exct.p .e 

king; Charles had formed a bond, which was am excd 
to this renunciatiun, and which exprefled the duty nd 
loyalty of the fubfcribers to his m~.jdty q. But the co

venanters, perceiving, that this new covenant was only 
meant to weaken and divide them, received it with the 
utmoft fcor!! and detefi:ation. And without delay they 
proceeded to model the future afiembly, from which fuch 
great atchievements were expech::d r. 

'T'HE genius of that religion, which prevailed in Scot

land, and which, every day, was fecretly gaining ground 

in England, was far from inculcating deference and fub
miffion to the ecclefiafrics, merely as fuch : Or rather, 
by nouriihing in every individual, the. highefi raptures 
and ecfia:fics of devotion, it confecrated, in a manner, 
every individual, and in his own eyes, befl:owed a charac

ter on him, much fuperior to what forms and ceremo-

c; King's Decl, p. 1401 &c. r Rulhworth, vol. ii. P• 77"'• 
nious 
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n!ous infiitutions couhl alone confer. The clergy ofC ~II~. P. 

Scotland, though fuch tumult was excited about reJigi- ~.....1 
ous worfhip and Jifcipline, were both poor, and in fmall 16 38

• 

numbers; nor are they, in general, to be confidcred, at 
leafi in the beginning, as the ringleaders of the fedition, 
which vns raifed on their account. On the contrary, 
the laity, apprehending, from feveral infiances, which 
occurred, a fpirit of n10d~ration in that order, rcfolved 
to domineer entirely in the aflembly, which was fum-
moned, and to hurry on the ecclcfiafl:ics by the f..1me fu-

rious zeal, with which they were themfclves tranf-
portecl s. 

IT h~d been ufual, before the efiabliiliment of prelacy, 
for each prcfbytery to fend to the affembly, befides two 
or three minifiers, one lay· commiffioner t ; and, as all 

the boroughs and univerfities fent likewife commiffioners, 
the lay-members, in that ccclefiafi:ical court, nearly 

equalled the ecclefiafiics. Not only this infi:itution, 
v.rhich J ames, apprehenfive of zeal in the laity, had abo
liilied, was now revived by the covenanters : They alfo 
introduced an innovation, which ferved Hill farther to 
reduce the clergy to fubjection. By an edict of the tables, 
whofe authority was fuprcme, an elder from each parifh 
was ordered to attend the prdbytery, and to give his vote 
in the choice both of the commiffioners and minifiers, 
who !hould be deputed to the affembly. As it is not 
ufual for the minifi:ers, who are put in the lift of candi
dates, to claim a vote, all the cletl:ions, by that means, 
fell into the hands of the laity : The mofr furious of all 
ranks were chofen: And the more to overawe the clergy, 
a new device was fallen upon, of chufing, to every corn-

s King's Decl. p. 188, x8g. Ru!hl'.orth, vol. ii. p. 761, 
t A prdbytery in Scotl nd is an inferior ecclefia!l:icJl court, the fame that 

was afterwards called a Claffis in England, and is COil" ofed of the ,!ergy of 

the nei~hbouring parilhe5 to the numb::r co:1.monly of between twelve and 

twenty. 
miffioner, 
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C H ·~ P. miffioner, four or five lay-alfdfors, who, though they 
LLI. . h . r. , • h h . '---v----' could have no vote, m1g t yet mterpo1e. Wlt t err ad-
I638• vice and authority in the affembly u. 

THE affembly met at Glafgow : And, befides a great 
concourfe of the people, all the nobility and gentry of 
any family or intereft were prefent, either as members, 
affeffors, or fpeB:ators ; and it was apparent, that the 
refol utions, taken by the covenanters, could here meet 
with no manner of oppofition. A firm determination 
had been entered into of utterly abolilhing epifcopacy; 
and as a preparative to it, there was laid before the pref
bytery of Edinburgh, and folemnly read in all the 
churches of the kingdom, an accufation againfi: the 
bifhops, as guilty, all of them, of herefy, fimony, bribery, 
perjury, cheating, inceft, adultery, fornication, common 
{wearing, drunkennefs, gaming, breach of the fabbath, 
and every other crime that had occurred to the accu
fers w. The bifhops fent a protefr, declining the autho· 
rity of the affembly; the commiffioner too protefred 
againfr that court, as illegally conftituted and eleCl:ed; 
and, in his majefry's name, diffolved it. This meafure 
was forefeen, and little regarded. The court frill con
tinued to fit, and to finilh their bufinefs x. All the acb 
of affembly, fince the acceffion of J arnes to the crown 
of England, were, upon pretty reafonable grounds, de
clared null and invalid. 'rhe aB:s of parliament, which 
affeCl:ed ecclefiaftical affairs, were fuppofed, on that very 
account, to have no manner of authority. And thus 

:Epifcopacy epifcop~cy, the high commiffion, the articles of Perth, 
aboli!hed., ] d 

the canons, and the liturgy, were abolilhed and dec are 
unlawful: And the whole fabric, which James and 
Charles, in a long courfe of years, had been rearing with 
[o much care and policy, fell at once to the ground. 

u King's Decl. p. 190, 191, ~go. Guthry, p. 39, &c. w King's 
Decl. p. uS, Ruil1worth, vc!, ii. p. 787, x May~ p. 44• 
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The covenant likewife was ordered to be figned by every C H A P. 
LTII. 

one, under pain of excommunication r. '--v--' 

THE independency of the ecc1efiafl:ical upon the civil 
power was the old pre!byterian principle, which had 
been zea]oufly adopted at the reformation, and which, 
though James and Charles had obliged the church pub
lickly to difc1aim it, had fecretly been adhered to by all 
ranks of people. It was commonly afked, whether Chrifl: 
or the king were fuperior? And as the anfwer feemed 
obvious, it was inferred, that the affemb1y, being Chrifi's 
council, was fuperior, in all fpiritual matters, to the 
parliament, which was only the king's. But as the cove
nanters were fen!ible, that this confequence, though it 
feemed to them irrefragable, would not be affented to by 
the king; it became neceffary to maintain their religious 
tenets by military force, and not to trufi entirely to fuper
natural affiftance, of which, however, they held them
felves well affured. They caft their eyes on all fides, 
abroad and at home, whence ever they could expect any 
aid or fupport. 

AFTER France and Holland had entered into a league 
againfr Spain, and framed a treaty of partition, by which 
they were to conquer and to divide between them the Low 
Country provinces, England was invited to preferve a neu
trality between the contending parties, while the French 
and Dutch fuould attack the maritime towns of Flanders. 
But the king replied to d'Eftrades, the French ambaffa .. 
dor, who opened the propofal, that he had a fquadron 
ready, and would crofs the feas, if neceffary, with an 
army of 1 s,ooo men, in order to prevent thefe projected 
conquefts z. This anfwer, which proves, that Charles, 
though he expreffed his mind with an imprudent candour, 
had, at lafr, acquired a juft idea of national intercf1, 

Y Kins's De cl, p. 3 T 7. z Mem, d'Eflrades, vol. I. 
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c H A P. irritated cardinal Rich lieu; and in revenge, that politic 
~and enterprizing minifi:er carefully fomented the firfl: 

1639• commotions in Scotland, and fecret1y fupplied the co
venanters with money and arms, in order to encourage 
them in their oppofition againfi: their fovereign. 

BuT the chief rcfourcc of the Scottifl1 malcontents, 
was in themfelves, and in their own vigour and abilitieS'. 
No regular efi:ablilhed commom.vealch could take ju1ter 
mcafures, or execute them with greater pror.~ptit·1de, 

than did th is tumultuous combinc;.tion, inflamed .with 
bigotry for religious trifles, ~nd fatlion w:thout a rcafon
able objecl. The whole kingdom was, in a manner, 
engaged; and the men of greatefi: abilities foon acquired 
the afccndant, which their family interefl enabled them 
to maintain. The earl of Argyle, though he long feem
ed to temporize, had, at lafi:, embraced the covenant; 
and he became the chief leader of that party: A man 
equally fupple and inflexible, cautious and determined, 
and entirely qualified to make a figure during a faCtious 
and turbul nt period. The earls of Rothes, Caffils, Mon
trofe, Lothian, the lords Lindefey, Loudon, Yefier, Bal
merino, difiinguilhed themfelves in that party. lVTany 
Scotch officers had acquired reputation in the German' 

War, wars, particularly under Gufravus; and thefe were in
vited over to affifi: their country in her prcfent neceffity. 
The command was entru!tcd to Lefley, a foldier of ex
perience and abilities. Forces were regularly inlifi:ed and 
difciplined. Arms were commiffioned and imported from 
foreign countries. A few cafi:lcs, which belonged to 
the king, being unprovided with viCtuals, ammunition, 
and garrifons, were foon feized. And the whole country, 
except a fmall part, where the marquis of Huntley frill 
adhered to the king, being in the hands of the cove
nanters, was, in a very little time, put in a tolerable pof .. 
ture of defence a. 

~~May, P• 49• 
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THE foitifications of Leith were begun and carried on c H A P. 

·· · h LIII, Wtt great rapidity. Befides the inferior fort, and thofe ~ 

v~ho laboured for pay, incredible numbers of volunteers, 1 6J9• 

even noblemen and gentlemen, put their han~ to the 
work, and deemed the mofi abjeCt: employment to be dig-
nified by the fantl-ity of the caufe. Women too, of rank · 
and condition, forgetting the delicacy of their fex, and 
the decorum of their charatl:er, were intermingled with 
the loweft rabble; and carried on their lhoulders the 
rubbifh, req uifite for completing the fortifications c. 

\VE mufi not omit another auxiliary of the covenant
ers, and no inconfiderable one ; a prophetefs, who was 

much follo\fed and admired by all ranks of pe·ople. Her 
name was l\Aichelfon, a woman full of whimfies, partly 

hyfierical, partly religious ; and inflamed with a zealous 
concern for the ccclefiaftica] difcipline of the prefbyte

nans. She fpokc at certain times only, and h~d often 
interruptions of days and weeks : But when fhe began to 
renew her ecfiafies; warning of the happy event was con
veyed over the whole country, thoufands crowded about 
her houfe, and every word, which lhe uttered, was re
ceived with veneration> as the mofl: facred oracles. The 
covenant was her perpetual theme. The true, genuine 

covenant, ilie faid, was ratified in heavep: The king's 
covenant was an invention of Satan : When 1he fpoke of 

Chrifr, ilie ufually ga\'e him the name of the covenant

ing: Jefus. Rollo, a popular preacher, and zealous eo~ 
venanter, was her great favourite; and payed her, on his
part, no lefs veneration. Being defired by the fpeB:a
tors to pray with her, and fpeak to her; he anfwered, 
., That he dudt not, and that it would be ill manners 

" in him to fpeak, while his mafier, Chrifl:, was fpeak .. 
" ing in her d• 

f Guthry's Mrmo:rs, p. 46. 

d K ;ng's Declaration at lar~e; p. 227. Burnet'$ Memoirs of Hamilton, 

VoL. VI. Z CHARLF<:) 
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c HLI~I.P. . CHARLES had agreed to reduce epifcopal authority fo 

'---v--' muc~, th~t it -vvould no longer have been of any fervice 
1639· to fupport the crown; and this facrifice of his own in

terefis he was willing to make, in order to attain public 

peace· and tranquillity. But he could not confoot entirely 

to abolifh an order, which he thought as cffential to the 

being of a chrifiian church, as his Scottifh fubjetl:s deem

ed it incowpatible with that facred infiitution. Thi~ 

narrownefs 
1

of t"l!ind, if we would be impartial, we muff: 

either blame or excufe equally on both fides; and there

by anticipate, by a little reflection, that judgment, which 

time, .by introJucing new fubjeB:s of controverfy, will 

undoubtedly render quite familiar to poficrity. 

) 

So great~was Charles's averfion to violent and fangui

nary n-ieafures, and fo firong his affeB:ion to his native 

kingdom, that, it is probable, the contefi in his breafl: 

w6uld be nearly equal between thefe laudable paffions, 

and his attachment to the hierarchy. The latter affec

tion, hqwever, prevailed for the time, and made him 

hafien thofe military preparations, which he had project

ed for fubduing the refraB:ory fpirit of the Scotifu nation. 

By regular reconorny, he had not only payed all the 

debts contracted during the Spanifh and French wars ; 

hut had amaffed a fum of two hundred thoufand pounds, 

·which . he referved for any fudden exigency. The 

que~n had 'great interefi with the catholics, both from 

the fympathy of religion, and from the favours and in

dulgences, ~~ich £he had been able to procure to them. 

Sh~ now employed her credit, and perfuaded them, that 

h was reafonable to give large contributions, as a mark 

of their duty to the king, during this urgent neceffity e. 

A confiderable. fupply was obtained by this means ; to the 

greac fcandal of the puritans, who were offended at fee

ing the king o.n fuch good terms with the papifrs, ;111d 

e RRJh, vol. iii. p. J P9• Franldyn, p. 767, 
repined, 
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repined, that others !hould give what they themfelves c I-; A P. 
LIIJ. 

were difpofed to refufe him. ..,_____r---1 

CHARLEs's fleet was formidable and well fupp1ied. 103!)· 

IIaving put 5000 land forces on board, he entrufied ic tO 
the marquis of Hamilton, who had orders to fail to the 

frith of Forth, and to caufe a divedion in the forces of the 

malcontents. An army was levied of near 20,000 foot, 

and above 3000 horfe, and was put under the command 

of the earl of Arundel, a nobleman of great family, but 

celebrated neither for military nor political abilities. 

The earl of Effcx, a man of firiCl: honour and extremely 

popular, efpecially among the foldiery, was appointed 
lieutenant-general : The earl of Holland was general of 

the horfe. The king himfelf joined the army, and he 1 9•h 1-hy. 

fummoned all the peers of EngLmd to attend him. The 

whole had the appearance of a fplendid court, rather th<111 

of a military armament; and in this fituation, carrying 

more fhow than real force with it, the camp arrived at 
Bcrwic r. 

THE Scottilh army was as numerous as that of the 
king, but inferior in cav:rlty. The cfficcrs had more re
putation and experience ; and the foldiers, though undif
ciplined and ill armed, were animated, as v:ell by the 
national averfion to England and the dread of becoming 
a province to their old enemy, as by an unfurmountable 
fervour of religion. The pulpits had extremely affifl:cd 
the officers in levying recruits, and had thundered out 
anathemas againil: all thoie wbo went not out to af!!fi t!Jg 
Lord againjl the mighty g. Yet fo prudent were the leaders 
of the malecontcnts, tlut they immediately fent fubmif
five meffages to the king, and craved to be admitted to 

a treaty. 

f Clarendon, vol. i. p. 115, 1 r6, Il7• Burnet's Memoirs of 

Iami:ton, z 2 CHARLES 
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c H /\ P. CHARLES knew that the force of the covenanters was 

~ confiderable, their fpirits high, their zeal furions ;- :and 
l6J9· that, as they were not yet daunted by any ill fuccefs, no 

reafonable terms could be expeCted from them. With 
regard therefore to a treaty, great difficulties occurred on 
both fides. Should he fubmit to the pretenfions of the 

male on tents ; be fides that the prelacy muft be facrificed 

to their religious prejudices; fuch a check would be 
given to royal authority, which had, very-' lately, and 
with much difficulty, been thoroughly efi:ablilhed in 
Scotland, that he mufi: expeCt:, ever after, to retain, in 

that kingdom, no more than the appearance of majefiyr 

'l'hc great men, having proved, by fo fenfible a trial, 

the impotence of law and prerogative, would return to 
their former licencioufnefs : The preachers would retain 

their innate arrogance: And the people, unproteCted by 
j ufi:icc, would recognize no other authority, than that 
vvhich they found to domineer over them. England alfo, 
it was much to be feared, would imitate fo bad an ex
ample; and having already a firong propenfity towards 
repu b:litah and puritanical faCtions, would ex peer, by 
the fame feditious praCtices, to attain the fame indulgence. 
rro advance fo far, without bringing the rebels to a total 

fubmiffion, at leafi to reafonable conce.ffions, was to 

promife them, in all future time, an impunity for rebel
lfon. 

ON the other hand, Charies confidered that Scotland 
was never before, under any of his ancefiors, fo united, 

and fo animated in its own defence; yet had often 

been able to foil or elude the force of England,. combined 
heartily in one caufe, and enured by long praCtice to the 
ufe of arms. How much greater difficulty 1hou1d he 
find, at prefent, to fubdue, by violence, a people, in
flamed with religious prejudices; while he could only 

oppo[e to them a nation, enervated by long peace, and 

lukewarm 
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lukewarm in his fervice; or what was more to be dread- c H A P. 

h d . h r. . h h LIII. ed, many of t em engage m t e 1ame party wlt t e \...--v--.J 

rebels h. Should the war be only protracted beyond a 1639· 

campaign; (and who could expect to finilh it in that pe,.. 
riod?) his treafures would fail him; and, for fupply, he 
mull: have recourfe to an Engliih parliament, which, by 
fatal experience, he had ever found mere ready to en-
croach on the prerogatives, than to fupply the neceffities, 
of the crown. And what if he receive a defeat from the 
rebel army? This misfortune was far from being im-
poffibie. They were engaged in a national caufe, and 
ftrongly aB:uated by mifiaken principles. His army was 
retained entirely by pay, and looked on the quarrel with 
the fame indifference, which naturally belongs to merce-
nary troops, without poffeffing the difcipline, by which 
fuch troops are commonly difiinguiihed. And the conle-
quences of a defeat, while Scotland was enraged and 
England difcontented, were fo dreadful, that no motive 
:lhould perfuade him to hazard it. 

IT is evident, that Charles had fallen into fuch a fitu
ation, that, which ever fide he embraced, his errors mufi 
be dangerous : No wonder, therefore, he was in great 
perplexity. But he did worfe, than embrace the won1: 
fide: For, properly [peaking, he embraced no fide a~ 
all. He concluded a fudden pacification, in which it 
was ftipulated, that he lhould withdraw his fleet and 
army; that, within eight and forty hours, the Scots 
fuould difmifs their forces ; that the king's forts !hould 
be reftored to-him; his authority be acknowledged; and 
a general affembly and a parliament be immediately fum
moned, in order to compofe all differences i. What 
were the reafons, which engaged the king to admit fuch 
ftrange articles of peace, it is in vain to enquire ; For 

h Rulb. vol. iii, P• 936. i Ibid. p. 94 5• 
thert: 
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c H A P. there fcarcely could be any. The crmfes of that event 
L!JI. cl . f r. I' . 
~ may a m1t o a more ea1y exp 1Cat10n. 

1631· THE malcontents had been very indufhious, in repre-

f~nting to the Englilh the grievances, under which Scot

land laboured, and the ill counfels, which had been 

fuggefted to their fovereign. Their liberties, they faid, 

were invaded : The prerogatives of tpe crown extended 

beyond all former precedent : Illegal courts erected : The 

hierarchy exalted at the ex pence of national privileges: 

And fo many new fuperfiitinns introduced by the haughty 

tyrannical prelates, as begat a j ufr fufpicion that a pro

jeCt was ferioufi y formed for the refioration of popery. 

The king's conduct, furely, in Scotland, had been, in 

every)hing, except in efiablifhing the ecclefiafiical ca

nons, more legal than in England; yet was there 

fuch a general refemblance, in the complaints of both 

kingdoms, that the Engl ifh readily aflented to all the 

reprefentations of the Scottifh malcontents, and believed 

that nltion to have been driven, by oppre.ffion, into the 

violent counfels, which they had embraced. So far, 

therefore, from being willing to fecond the king in 

fubduing the free fpirit of the Scots; they rather pitieq 

that unhappy people, who had been puthed to thofe ex

tremities : And they thought, that the example of fuch 

neighbours, as well as their a.ffifiance, might, fome times 

be advantageous to England, and encourage her to reco

ver, by a vigorous effort, her violated la,vs and liberties .. 
The gentry and nobility, who, without attachment to 

the court, without command in the army, attended in 

great numbers the Englilh camp, greedily feized, and 

propagated, anJ gave authority to thefe fentiments : A 

retreat, very little honourable, which the earl of Hol

land, vvith a confidcrable detachment of the Englifh 

forces, had made before a detachment of the Scottilh, 

c.mr~d flll thefe humours to blaze up at once: And the 

~ ~ing, 
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kinbO', whofe charatl:er was not fufficientiy vigorous or CH A P. 
LilT. 

decifive, and who was apt, from facility, to embrace -v---J 
hafl:y counfels, fuddenly affcnted to a meafure, which 1 639· 

was recommended by all about him, and which favoured 
his natural propenfion towards the mifguided fubjetl:s of 
his native kingdom k. 

CHARLEs, having fo far advanced in pacific meafures, 
cught, with a fieady refolution, to have profecuted them, 
and have fubmitted to every tolerable condition, demand-
ed by the affembly and parliament; nor fhould he have 

recommenced hofiilities, but on account of fuch enor
mous and unexpetl:ed pretenfions, as would have j ufiified 
his caufe, if poffible, to the whole Englifh nation. So 
far, indeed, he adopted this plan, that he agreed, not • 
only to confirm his former conceffions, of abrogating the 
canons, the liturgy, the high commiffion, and the arti
cles of Perth ; but alfo to abolifh the order itfdf of 
bilhops, for which he had fo zealoufly contended 1• But 
this conceffion was gained by the utmofr violence, which 
he could impofe on his difpolition and prejudices : He . 
even fecretly retained an intention of feizing fa\'ourable 
opportunities, in order to recover the ground, which he 
had loft m. And one frep farther he could not prevail 
with himfelf to advance. The affembly, when it: met, 
payed no deference to the king'3 prepofleffions, but gave 
full indulgence to their own. They voted cpifcopacy to Aug. Ii ~h. 

be unlawful in the church of Scotland : He was willing 
to allow it contrary to the confritutions of that church. 
They fiigmatifed the liturgy and canons, as popifh : He 
agreed fimply to abolilh them. They denominated the 
high commiffion, tyranny : He was content to fet it 
afide n. The parliament, which fat after the affembly, 
advanced pretenfions, which tcndep to diminifh the civil 

k Clarendon, vol. i. P• :l:a, 1'13. May, p. 46. I Ruffi. vol. iii. 
p. 946. m Burnet's r.1emoirs, p. 154, Rufh, vol, iii. p. 9Sl• 

n ldem, ibid. p. 958, &s:. 
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c H A P. power of the monarch; and what probably affected 
LIII. C n. d' . 
~ harles ndl more, they were procee mg to ratify the acts 

1639. of ailembJy, when, o by the king's infiruCl:ions, Tra-
War re . q uaire, the commiffioner, prorogued the~. And on ac-
ne.a~o·ed. 

count of t~cfe claims, which might have been forefeen, 
was the war renewed; with great advantages on the fide 
of the ~ovenanters, and difadvantages on that of the 
king. 

No fooner had Charles cone! uded the pacification 
without ~onditions, than the neceffity of his affairs, and 
his want of money, obliged him to di!band his army; 
and as the foldiers had been held together folely by mer
cenary views, it was not poffible, without great trouble, 
and expence, and lofs of time, again to alfemble them .• 
The more prudent cove~anters had concluded, that their 

pretenfions being fo cqntrary to the inter-..fis, and frill 
more to the inclinations of the king, it ~as likely, tha~ 
they fhould again be obliged to fupport their caufe by 
arms ; and they were therefore careful, in difmiffing th~ir 
troops, t~ preferve nothing but the appearance of a paci
fic difpofition. The officers had orders to be ready on 
the fidl: fummons : The foldiers were warned not to think 
the nation fecure from ·an Englifh invafion: And the re

ligious zeal, which animated all ranks of men, made them 
immediately fly to their frandards as foon as the trumpet 
was founded by their fpiritual and temporal leaders. 
The credit, which, in their ]aft expedition, they had 
acquired, by obliging tneir fovereign to depart from all 
his pretenfions, gave courage to every one, in undertak-
~ng this ne.w enterprize P. · . 

16-!0• THE king, with great difficulty, found means to draw 
A ·1 th ' 

pn 
1
3 • ~ogether an army: But foon difcovered, that, all favings 

0 Rulh. vol. iii. p. 955• 
vol. iii, p. IOZJ• 
~ ... · 

P Clarendon, vol. i. p. I~S· Rufh, 

~ein~ 
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being gone, and great debts contraCl:ed, his revenue C H A P. 

would be infufficient to fupport them. An Engliili par-~ 
liament, therefore, formerly fo unkind and intraB:able, 164o . . 

, . . 4th Engl! lh 
mufr now, after above eleven years mtermdfion, after the parliament. 

king had tried many irregular methods of taxation, after 
multiplied difgufi:s given to the puritanical party, be fum-
moned to affemble, amidft the mofr preffing neceffities of 
the crown. 

As the king refolved to try, whether this houfe of c0m· 
mons would be more compliant than their predeceffors, 
and grant him fupply on any reafonable terms; the time, 
appointed for the meeting of parliament, was late, and 
very near the time allotted for opening the campaign 
againft the Scots. After the pafl: experience of their ill
humour, and of their encroaching difpofition, he thought 
that he could not, in prudence, trufr them with a long 
feffion, till he had feen fome better proofs of their good 
intentions: The urgency of the occafion, and the little 
~ime allowed for debate, were reafons which he referved 
againft the malcontents in the houfe : And atL incident 
had happened, which, he believed, had now furnilhed him 
with frill more cogent arguments. 

THE earl of Traquaire had intercepted a letter, writ
ten to the king of France by the Scottilh malcontents; 
and had conveyed this letter to the king. Charles, partly 
repenting of the large conceffions made to the Scots, 
partly difgufted at their freili infolence and pretenfions, 
feized this opportunity of breaking with them. He had 
thrown into the Tower lord Loudon, commiffioner from 
the covenanters; one of the perfons who had figned the 
treafonable letter q. And he now laid the matter before 
the parliament, whom he hoped to inflame by the refent
ment, and alarm by the danger, of this application to a 
f.oreign power. By the mouth of the lord keeper, Finch, 
he difcovered his wants, and informed them, that h.e had 
j 

~ Clarendon, vol. i. P• a9, Rufh, vol. iii, P• 95~· May, p. 56. 

been 
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c H A P. been able to affemble his army, and to fubfiR: them, not 
Llli. . 
~by any revenue whtch he poffeffed, but by means of a 

J64o. large debt of above 3oo,ooo pounds, which he had con
tratl:ed, and for which he had given fecurity upon the 
crown-lands. He reprefented, that it was neceffary to 
gmnt fupplics for the immediate and urgent demands of 
his military armaments : That the feafon was far ad
vanced, the time precious, and none of it muR: be loft 

· in deliberation : That though his coffers were empty, 
they had not been exhauR:ed by unneceffary pomp, or 
fumptuous buildings, or a~y other kind of magnificence: 
That whatever fupplies had been levied on his fubjects, 
l1ad been employed for their advantage and prefervation, 
and like vapours rifing out of the earth, and gathered into 
a cloud, had fallen in fweet and refreiliing ihowers on 
the fame fields, from which they had, at firfr, been ex
haled : That though he defired fuch immediate affiftance 
as might prevent, for the time, a total diforder in the 
government, he was far from any intention of precluding 
them from their right to enquire into the ftate of the 
kingdom, and to offer him petitions for the redrefs of 
their grievances : That as much as was poffible of this 
feafon fhould afterwards be allowed them for that pur
pofe : That as he expeCl:ed only fuch fupply at prefent as 
the current fervice neceffarily required, it would be re
quifite to afiemble them again next winter, when they 
fhould have full leifure to conclude whatever bufinefs 
had, this feffion, been left imperfect and unfinifued: That 
the parliament of Ireland had twice put fuch trufr in his 
good intentions as to grant him, in the beginning of the 
feffion, a large fupply, and had ever experienced good 
effecrs, from the confidence repofed in him : And that, in 
every circumfl:ance, his people fhould find his conduB: 
fuitable to a jufr, pious, and gracious Ring, and fuch as 
was calculated to promote an entire harmony between 
prince and parliament r. 

r Ru!h, \'Ol, iii. p. 1 u4. 
HoWEVER 
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HoWEVER phufible thefe topics, they made fmall im- C H A P. 
LIII. 

preffion on the hou(e of commons. By fome illegal, and~ 

feveral fufpicious meafures of the crown, and by the 16
4°· 

courageous oppofition, ythich particular perfons, amidfr 

dangers and hardfhips, had made to them; the minds of 

men, throughout the nation, had taken fuch a turn as to 

afcribe every honour to the refraCtory oppofers of the 

king and the minifters. Thefe were the only patriots, 

the only lovers of their country~ the only heroes, and, 

perhaps too, the only t1ue Chriftians. A reafonable com-

.pliance with the court was flavilh dependance; a regard 

to the king, fervile .flattery; a confidence in his promifes, 
fhamefuJ proftitution. This general cafr of .thought, 

which has, more or lefs, prevailed in England, during 
near a century and a half, and which has been the caufe 

of much good and much ill in public affairs, never pre

dominated more than during the reign of Charles. The 

prefent houfe of commons, being entirely compofed of 

country-gentlemen, who came into parliament with all 

~heir native prejudices about them, and whom the crown 

had no means of influencing, could not fail to contain a 

ptajority of thefe fi:ubborn patriots. 

AFFAIRs likewife, by means of the Scottilh infurrec
tion, and the general difcontents in England, were draw

ing fo near to a crifis, that the leaders of the houfe, 

fagacious and penetrating, began to forefee the confe

quences, and to hope, that the time, fo long wifhed for, 
was now come, when royal authority muft fall into a 
total fubordination under popular affemblies, and when 

public liberty muft acquire a full afcendant. By reducing 
the crown to neceffitics, they had hitherto found, that 
the king had been pufhed into violent counfels, which 

had ferved extremely the purpofes of his adverfaries : And 

by multiplying thefe neceffities, it was forefeen, that his 

prerogative, undermined on all fides, muft, at laft, be 

~v~rthrown, and be no longer dangerous to the privileges 
of 
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c H A P. cf the people. Whatever, therefore, tended to compofe 
liii. . ·a:. b k' d 1' d '--v---' t1e dwerences etween mg an par 1ament, an to pre-
164o. fcrve the government uniformly in its prefent channel, 

~as zealoufly oppofed by thefe popular leaders; and their 
p1!l: conduct and fufferings gave them credit fufficient to 
efetl: all their purpofes. 

THE houfe of commons, moved by thefe and many other 
o'>vious reafons, inftead of taking notice of the king's 
o>mplaints againfr his Scotti{h fubjetl:s, or his applica
ti::>ns for fupply, entered immediately upon grievances; 
and a fpeech, which Pym made them on that fubject, 
was much more hearkened to, than that which the lord 

kteper had delivered to them in the name of their Cove
reign. The fubjetl: of Pym's harangue has been fufficiently 
e~plained above; where we gave an account of all the 

grievances, imaginary in the church, more real in the , 
ihte, of which the nation, at th at time, fo loudly com
phined •. The houfe began with examining the behavi
our of the fpeaker the lafi: day of the former parliament; 
when he refufed, on account of the king's command, to 
put the quefi:ion : And they declared it a breach of pri
vilege. They proceeded next to enquire into the impri
fonment and profecution of Sir John Elliot, Hollis, and 
V 'lentine t : The affair of lhip-money was canvaffed : 
Ar.d plentiful fubjeCl: of enquiry was fuggefied on all 
ha11ds. Grievances were regularly clafied under three 
he~ds; thofe with regard to privileges of parliament, tq 
the property of the fubjeCt, and to religion u. The king, 
feeing a large and inexhaufl:ible field opened, preffed them 
ag,in for fupply; and finding his mdfage ineffeCtual, he 
cane to the houfe of peers, and defired their good offices 
wi1h the commons. The peers were fenfible of the king's 

ur~nt neceffities; and thought, that fupply, on this oc
cafx:m, ought, both in reafon and in decency, to go before 

• Clarendon, vol. i; p. 133. 
t !luth, vol.iii.p, 1136• 

Ruih, vol. iii. p. Jl3I• May, p. 6o. 
u Idem, ibid. p. JJ47• 

grieva11C1es. 
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grievances. They ventured to reprefent their fenfe of tle C H f P. 
. . d'J h LI I. matter to the commons; but the1r mtercdlion 1 arn. "---v---J 

The commons had always claimed, as their peculiar pn- 1 6t0 • 

vince, the granting of fupplies; an~, though the pee·s 
had here gone no farther than offering advice, the low(r 
houfe immediately thought proper to vote fo unpreceden:-
ed an interpofition to be a breach of privilege w. Charle;~ 

in order to bring the matter of fupply to fome iifue, Coli-
cited the houfe by new meifages: And finding, that £hip-
money gave great alarm and difgufr; befides informin~ 
them, that he never intended to make a confrant revent.e 
of it, that all the money levied had been regularly, win 

other great fums, expended on equipping the navy; le 
now went fo far as to offer them a total abolition of th~ 
obnoxious claim, by any law, which the commons lhoull 
think proper to prefent to him. In return, he only afked, 
for his neceffities, a fupply of twelve fubfidies, about fi::: 
hundred thoufand pounds, and that payable in three years; 
but, at the fame time, he let them know, that, confiderin~ 
the fituation of his affairs, a delay would be equivalent h 

a denial "· The king, though the ~ajority was again! 
him, never had more friends in any houfe af commons; 
and the debate was cJrried on for two days, with grea: 
zeal and warmth on both fides. 

IT was urged by the partizans of the court, that the 
happie!l: occafion, which the fondefi: wilhes could fuggeft, 
was now prefented, for removing all difgufis and jealou. 
fies between king and people, and for reconciling thei: 
fovereign, for ever, to the ufe of parliaments. That i~ 
they, on their part, laid afide all enormous claims anc 
pretenfions, and provided, in a reafohable manner, f01 
the public neceffities; they needed entertain no fufpicior 
of any infatiable ambition or illegal ufurpation in the 
crown. That though due regard had not always been 

w Clarendon, vol. i. P• 134. 
Tol. iii, p. 1 1 54• 

x Clarendon, vol. i. p. 135, Rdh, 
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c H A P. paid, ciuring this reign, to the rights of the people, yet 
~no invafion of them had been altogether deliberate and 

164o. voluntary; much lefs, the refult of wanton tyranny and 

injufiice; and fiilll cfs, of a formed defign to fubvcrt the 

confiitution. That to repofe a reafonable confiJence jn 

the king, and gcnerouily to fuppiy his prefent wants; 

which proceeded neither from prodigality nor mifconduct, 

woulcl be the true means of gaining on his generous na· 

ture, and extorting, by a gentle violence, fuch concef

fions as were rcquifite for the efiabldhment of public 

liberty. That he had promifecl, not only on the word 

of a prince, but alfo on that of a gentleman (the expref
fion which he had been pleafed to ufe) that, after the 

fupply was granted, the parliament fhoulcl frill have' 

]iberty to continue their deliberations: Could it be fuf

petl:ed, that any man, any prince, much lef"s fuch a one, 

whofe word was, as yet, facred and in violate, would, 

for fo fmall a motive, forfeit his honour, and, with it; 

all future trufi and confidence, by breaking a promife, 

fo public and fo folemn ? That even if the parliament 

fl1ould be deceived in repofing this confidence in him, they 

neither lofi any thing, nor incurred any danger; fince it 

was evidently neceffary, for the fecurity of public peace; 

to fupply him with money, in order to fupprefs the Scot
ti!h rebellioh. That he had fo far fuited his firfi demands 

to their prejudices, that he only aiked a fupply for a few 

months, and was willing, after fo lhort a trufi from 

them, to fall again into dependance, and to trufr them 

for his farther fupport and fubfifience. That if he now 

feemed to defire fomething farther, he alfo made them, i11 

return, a confiderab!e offer, and was willing, for the fu

ture, to depend on them for a revenue, which was quite 

neceffary for public honour and fecurity. That the na

ture of the Engli!h confi:itution fuppofed a mutual con

fidence between king and parliament: And if they flwuJd 
refufe it on their part, efpecially with eircumfiances of 

fuch 



CHARLES I. 

fuch outrage and indignity; what could be expctl:ed but C H A P~ 
I 

. rr . . . LlH. 
a tota dtuo!utton of government, and vwlent fachons, ~ 

followed by the moil: dangerous convulfions and inteil:ine 164°• 

diforders ? 

IN oppofition to thefe arguments, it was urged by the 

malcontent party, that the court had difcovereo, on their 
part, but few fymptoms of that mutual confidence to 
which they now fo kindly invited the commons. That ele
ven years intermiffion of parliaments, the Jongeft that was to 
be found in the Englilh annals, was a fufficient indication 
of the jealoufy entertained againfr the people; or rather 
of defigns formed for the fuppreffion of all their liberties 
and privileges. That the minifi:ers might well plead ne
ceffity, nor could any thing, indeed, be a fironger proof 
of fome invincible neceffity, than their embracing a mea
fure, for which they had conceived fo violen an av~~d!on, 

as ~he affembling of an Englilh parliament. That this 
neceffity, however, was purely minifrerial, not national; 
And if the fame grievances, ecclefiafrical and civil, under 
which this nation itfelf laboured, had pu!hed the Scots to 
extremities; was it rcquilite, that the Englilh fhould forge 

their own chains, by impofing chains on their unhappy 
neighbours? That the ancient pratl:ice of parliament 
was to give grievances the precedency of fuppl y; arid 
this order, fa carefully obferved by their anGefiors, was 
founded on a jealoufy inherent in the confiitution, and 

was never interpreted as any peculiar diffidence of the 

prefent fovereign. That a practice, which had been 
upheld, during times the moft favourable to liberty, 
could not, in common prudence, be departed from, where 
fuch undeniable reafons for fufpicion had been afforded. 
That it was ridiculous to plead the advanced feafon, and 
the urgent occafion for fupply; when it plainly appeared, 

that, in order to afford a pretence for this topic, and to 
I 

feduce the commons, great political -contrivance had been 

employrd. 
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c H A P. employed. That the writs for eleCl:ions were ifiued early 
LIIJ. . d 'f h . f ] . t. d ~in the wmter; an 1 t e meetmg o par 1ament lla not 
164o, purpofely been delayed, till fo near the commencement of 

military operations, there had been leifure fufficient to 
have redreffed all national grievances, and to have pro
ceeded afterwards to an examination of the king's occa
fion for fupply. That the intention of fo grofs an artifice 
was to engage the commons, under pretence of neceffity, 
to violate the regular order of parliament; and a prece
dent of that kind being once efi:ablifhed, no enquiry into 
public meafures would afterwards be permitted. That 
fcarcely any argument, more unfavourable, could be 
pleaded for fupply, than an offer to abolilh fhip-money; 
a taxation, the mofi illegal and the mofr dangerous, that 
had ever, in any reign, been impofed upon the nation. 
And that, by bargaining for the remiffion of that duty, 
the commons would, in a manner, ratify the authority, 
by which it had been levied; at leait, give encouragement 

for advanc!ng new pretenfions of a like nature, in hopes 
of refigning them on like advantageous conditions. 

THESE reafons, joined to fo many occafions of ill 
humour, feemed to fway with the greater number: But 
to make the matter worfe, Sir Harry Vane, the fecrctary, 
told the commons, without any authority from the king, 
that nothing lefs than twelve fubfidies would be accepted 
as a comp~nfation for the abolition of £hip-money. This 
affertion, proceeding from the indifcretion, if we are not 
rather to call it the treachery, of Vane, difpleafed the 
houfe, by lhowing a ftiffnefs and rigidity in the king; 
which, in a claim fo ill grounded, was deemed inexcu· 

fable Y. We are informed likewife, that fome men, who 
were thought to underHand the frate of the nation, affirm
ed in the houfe, that the amount of twelve fubfidies was 

Y Clarcndon, vol •. i, p. 138. 

a greater 
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2 greater fum than could be found in all England. 
were the happy ignorance and inexperience of 

Such CHAP. 

h 
r. LIII. 

t 01e '---y---1 
times, with regard to taxes a ! 

The king was in great doubt an .. d perplexity. He 
faw, that his friends in the houfe were out-numbered by 
his enemies, and that the fame counfels were fiill preva-

lent, which had ever bred fuch oppofition and difturb-

ance. lnftead of hoping, that any fupp1y would be 

granted him, to carry on war againil: the Scots, whom 
the majority of the houfe regarded as their befi friends 

and firmefi allies; he expected every day, that they 

would prefent him an addrefs for making peace with thofe 
rebels. And if the houfe met again, a vote, he was in-
formed, would certainly pafs, to b1afi: his revenue of 
1hip-money ; and thereby renew all the oppofition, 
which, with fo much difficulty, he had furmounted, in 
levying that taxation. \Vherc great evils lie on <~11 fides, 
it is difficult to follow the befl: counfcl; nor is it any 

1640• 

wonder, that the king, whofe capacity was not equal to 
fituations of fuch extreme delicacy, fhould hafrily ha\'e 

formed and executed the refolution of diHolving this par- Di!f;;~lution. 
liament: A meafure, however, of which he foon after 
repented, and which the fubfcq uent events, more than 
any convincing rcafon, inclined every one to condemn. 

rrhe lafi parliament, which ended with fuch rigour and 
violence, had yet, at firfr, covered their intentions with 
greater appearance of moderation than this parliament 
had hitherto affumed. 

AN abrupt and violent diifolution naturally excites 

clifcontents among the people, who ufually put entire 
confidence in their rcprefentatives, and expeCt from them 
the redrefs of all grievances. As if there were not already 
fufficient grounds of complaint, the king perfevered frill 
in thofe counfels, which, from experience, he might 

a Clarendon, vol. i. p. IJ6. 
Vo:t.. VI. A a have 
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c H A P. have been fenfible, were fo dangerous and unpopular. 
~~ Bellafis and Sir John Hotham were fummoned before the 

164o. c.:>uncil ; and refufing to give any account of their con. 
duCl: in parliament, were committed to prifon. All the 
petitiOns and complaints, which had been fent to the 
committee of religi on, were demanded from Crew, chair
man of that committee ; and on his refufal to deliver 
them, he was fent to the Tower. The ftudies and even 
the pockets of the earl of Warwic and lord Broke, before 
the expiration of privilege, were fearched, in expetl:ation 
of finding treafonable papers. Thefe aCts of authority 
were interpreted, with fome appearance of reafon, to be 

invafions on the right of national affemblies b. But the 
king, after the fidl: provocation which he met with, ne

ver fufficiently refpecred the privileges of parliament; and, 
by his example, he farther confirmed their refolution, 

when they {hould acquire power, to pay like difregard to 
the prerogatives of the crown. 

rTHOUGH the parliament was diffolved, the convoca
tion was frill allowed to fit; a praClice, of which, fince 
the reformation, there were but few infrances c, and 
which was for that reafon fuppofed by many to be irre
gular. Befides granting to the king a fupp1y from thct 
fpirituality, and framing many canons, the convocation, 
jealous of like innovations, with thofe which had taken 
place in Scotland, impofed an oath on the clergy, and 
the graduates in the univerfities, by which every one 
fwore to maintain the efiablifued governmen~ of the 
church by archbifhops, bifuops, deans, chapters, &c d. 

Thefe fteps, in the prefent difcontented humour of the 
nation, were commonly deemed illegal ; becaufe not 

b Rulh. vol. iii. p. n67. May, p, 6r. 
c There was one in 1 s86, See HiAory of Archbilhop Laud, p. 8o, The 

authority of the convocation was indeed, in moft refpeB:s, independent of the 
parliament, and there was- no reafon1 which required the one to be diifolved 
upun the diifolution of the oth;r, 11 Whitlocke, p. 33• 

t ratified 
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ratified by confent of parliament, in whom all authority C H A P• 

was now fuppofed to be centered. And nothing, befides, ~ 
could afford more fubjeB: of ridicule, than an oath, 164o. 

which contained an et ca;tera in the midlt of it. 

THE people, who generally abhorred the convocation Difcontents 

I~ as much as they revered the parliament, could fcarcely in England, 

be refirained from infulting and abufing this aifembly ; 
and the king was obliged to give them guards, in order 
to proteB: them e. An attack too was made during the 

night upon Laud, in his palace of Lambeth, by above 

500 perfons; and he found it neceifary to fortify himfelf 
for his defence r. A multitude, confifiing of two thou-
fand fecbries, entered St. Paul's, where the high corn-
million then fat; tore down the benches ; and cried out, 
No bijhop, no high commiJJion g. All thefe infiances of dif-
content were prefages of fome great revolution; had the 
court poffcffed fufficient fkill to difcern the danger, or 

fufficient power to provide againfi it. 

IN this difpofition of men's minds, it was in vain that 
the king ifiued a declaration, in order to convince his 
people of the neceffity, which he lay under, of diffolving 
the Iaft parliament h. The chief topic, on which he in
fifl:ed, was, that the commons imitated the bad example 
of all their predeceffors of late years, in making continu al 
encroachments on his authority, in cenfuring his whole 
adminifiration and conduct, in difcuffing every circum
france of public government, and in their indirect bar
gaining and contracting with their king for fupply; as if 
nothing ought to be given him but what he £hould pur
chafe, either by quitting fomewhat of his royal preroga .. 
tive, or by diminilhing and leffening his ftanding revenue. 
Thefe practices, he faid, were contrary to the maxims 

e Whitlocke, p. 33• 
: Dugdale, p. 6j. 

f Dugdale, p. 6s. Clarendon, vo], i, p. 143, 
h Ruthworth, vol. iii, p. u66, 

A a~ of 
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c HA P .. of tlteirancefiors; and hefe praB:ices were totally in~om-
ua. . 

'--.,_..J patibk ·.~.tt monarchy'· 
16.(o. ..rHE king, difappointed of parliamentary fubfirlies, 

.a.s bliged to h:rtrt: re-courfe to ot.1er expedients, in order 
to fupp•y hi urge. t neceffi(es. i'"1e ecdefiafiical fub
ft ~-es fen:~« t,; in forne !lead; and it. feemed but jufr, 
t'..at the ck.gy fuoulJ c ntribute to a wa , which was, 
in a great m{'2(ure of their own raifing k. He borrowed 
money from hi miniO:ers and courtiers; and fo much 

be hdove~ among them, that above 3oo,ooo pounds 
•ere ubfcrilx'"'<l in a few days : Though nothing furely 

c uid he mure difagreeab1e to a prince, full of dignity, 
an to e a. burthen on his friends, inflead of being a 

fi1ppnr• ta them. Some attempts were made towards 
fo ~in_g a ~oan .... corn the citizens ; but frill repelled by the . 
fpirit of 1ioerty., which .was now become unconquerable 1• 
A .oan of 40,000 pounds was extorted from the Spanifu 
merchants, who had bullion in the T·ower, expafed to 
the attempts of the king. Coat and conduct-money for 
he toldiery was, !evied on the counties; an ancient prac~ 

t" ce o, but fuppofed to be abolilhed by the petition of 
r· J;ht. All the pepper was bought from the Eafr-India 
company upon trufr, and fold, at a great difcount, for 
re2.dy mor e}r m. A fcheme was propofed for coining two 

or tbr.ee hundred thoufand pounds of bafe moneyo. Such 
ere the e~·tremities to which Cratles was reduced. 

The frcfh difficulties, which, amidft the prefent difireffes, 
were, every d:1y, r::.iferl, with regard to the payment of 

ip-money, obliged him to exert continual acts of autho
rity, augmented the difcontents of the people, and en
cre<!fed his indigence and neceffities P. 

i See note [Z] at the end of the volume. k May, p. 4S. 
I Ruih. vel. iii. p. 1181. m Idem, vol. i. p. 168. 

fl Ma~, P· 63. o Ruih. vol. iii. p. ut6. May, p. 63. 
P l'ufh. vol. iii. p. II73, n8z., u.Sh u99, uco, uo3, uo4. 
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THE prefent expedients, however, enab:cd the king, C H A p. 
LIII. 

though with great difficulty, to march his army, con- "---v---J 
fifl-i ng of Ig,ooo foot and 2000 boric q. The earl of x64o. 

Northumberland WJS ap?oint:d general: 'I'he earl of 
Stratford, who was c .. dled over from Ireland, lieutenant-
general : Lord Conway, g~neral of the hor!c. A fmall 
fleet was thought fuffic:ent to ferve the purpofes of this 
expedition. 

So great are the eff..~cts of zeal and unanimity, that 
the Scottifh army, though fomewhat fuperior, were fooner 
ready than the king's; and they marched to the borders 
of .EnglanJ. To en6age them to proceed, befides their 
general knowledge of the fecret difcontents of that king
dom, lord Saville had forged a letter, in the name of fix 
noblemen tne mofl- confiderable of Engbnd, by which 
the Scots were invited to affifl: their m.ighbours, in pro
curing a redrefs of grievances r. Notwith!l:anding thefe 

• warlike preparations and hofl-ile attempts, the cove
nanters frill prefervcd the mofi pathetic and moft fubmif-
five language; and entered England, th~y faid, with no 

1 
A 

2.0t 1 ug. 
other view, than to obtain accels to the king's pre-
fence, and lay their humble petition at his royal feet. 
At Newburn upon Tyne, they were oppofcd by a detach-
ment of 4,500 men under Conway, who fccmed rcfolute 
to difpute with them the paifage of th-:: river. The Scots 
firfr entreated them, wi~h great civility, not to Hop them 
in their m,lrch to their gracious fov ... rcign; and then 
attacked them with great bravery, killed feveral, and 

chafed the reil: from their ground. Such a panic feized 28th Aug. 

the whole Englilh army, that the forces at Newcafrle NRoutbat 
~ ew urn~ 

fled immediately to Durham; and not yet thinking thern-
fel ves fafe, they dcferted that town, and retreated into 

Y orklhire s. 

q Rufh. vol. iii. P· U79• r Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 421· 
a Clarenuon, vol. i. P• I43• 

.Aa3. 
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c H A, P. THE Scots took poffeffion of N ewcafHe ; and though 
~JI. fufficiently elated with their viCtory, they preferved exact 

164o, difcipline, and perfevered in their refolution of paying 
for every thing, in order frill to maintain the appearance 
of an amicable correfpondence with England. They alfo 
difpatched meffengers to the king, who was arrived at 
York; and they tock care, after the advantage, which 
they had obtained, to redouble their expreffions of loy
alty, duty, and fubmifiion to his perfon, and they even 
made apologies, full of forrow and contrition, for their 
late viCtory t. 

Treaty at 
R1ppon. 

CHARLEs was in a very di:llreffed condition. The 
nation was univerfal!y and highly difcontented. The 
army was difcouragcd, and began likewife to be difcon
tented, both from the contagion of ~eneral difguft, and 
as an excufe for their mifbehaviour, which they were de
firous of n.:prefenting rather as want of will than of cou
rage to fight. The treafury too was quite exhaufred, 
and every expedient for fupply had been tried to the ut
termofi. No event had happened, but what might have 
been forefeen as necefTary, at leafr, as very probable ; 
yet fuc-h was the king's fttuation, that no p~ovifion could 
be m,~de, nor was even any refolution taken, againfi fuch 
an exigency. 

IN order to prevent the advance of the Scots upon 
him, the king agreed to a treaty, and named fixteen 
Engliili noblemen, who met with eleven Scottifu corn
mi11ioners at Rippon. The earls of Hertford, Bedford, 
Salt!bury, Warwick, Elfex, Holland, Bnfiol, and Berk
:lh"re, the lords Kimbolton, Wharton, Dunfmore, Paget, 
Broke, S:.1ville, Paulrt, and Howard of Efcric, were 
chofen by the king; all of them popular men, and con .. 
fcquently fuppofed no-wife averfe to the Scottifh invafion, 
or unaccep~able to that nation u. 

t R.ulh. vol. iii, p. J:Z.SS• u Clarendon, vol. i, P• I55• 

AN 
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AN addrefs arrived from the city of London, petition- c H A I'. 
• h . } . h 11 ' LIII. mg for a parliament; t e great pomt to w 11c a men s 1--..._,..---J 

projects at this time tended w. Twelve noblemen pre- 164o. 

fented a petition to the f&me purpofe x. But the king 
contented himfelf with fummoning a great council of the 

peers at York; a meafure, which had formerly been taken 

in cafes of fudden emergency, but which, at prefent, 
could ferve to little purpofc. Perhaps, the king, who 
d_readed, above all things, the houfe of commons, and 

who expected no fupply from them on any reafonable 
terms, thought, that, in his prefent cl iilref1es, he might 

be enabled to levy fupplies by the authori ty of the peers 
alone. But the employing, fo long, the plea of a necef-

fity, which appeared diftant and doubtful, rendered it 
impoffible for him to avail himfelf of a ncccffity, which 
was now at ]aft become real, urgent, and inevitable. 

BY Northumberland's ficknds the command of the 
army had devolved on Strafford. This nobleman polfdfcd 
more vigour of mind than the king or any of the council. 
He advifed Charles rather to put all to hazard, than fub
mit to fuch unworthy terms as were likely to be impofed 

upon him. rrhe lo!s fuftained at N ewburn, he fa id, 
was inconfiderable ; and though a panic had for the 

time feized the army, that event was nothing firange 
among new levied troops; and the Scots, r:Je ing in the 
fame condition, would, no doubt, be liable, in tneir 
turn, to a like accident. His opinion, therefore, '''as; 
that the king fhould pu{h forward, and attack t.Je Scots, 
and bring the affair to a quick dccifiv ; af!d, ir· 11e v1crc 

ever fo unfuccefsful, nothing worfe cou]J befal im, 

than what, from his iPactivity, he would certainly be 
expofed toY. rro £how how eafy it would be to execute 

w Rulh. vol. iii. p. 12.63, 
vol. iii. p. u6o, May, p. 66. 
vol , ii. p. s. 

x Clarendon, vol. i. p, 146. Rqfh, 

Warwick, P• 15~. Y N11lii>n1 

Aa4 this 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H 1\. P. this projeCt, he ordered an a:ffault to be made on fome 
LIII. f S 'cl h . d d ~ quarters o the cots, an e gatne an a vantage over 

164o. them. No ce:ffation of arms had, as yet, been agreed to, 
during the treaty at Rippon; yet great clamour prevailed, 

on account of this acl: of hofiility. And when it was 
known that the officer, who conduete:d the attack, was 
a papift, a violent outcry was raifed ag:tinfi the king, for 

employing that hated feet, in the murder of his pro
tcfiant fu bjc8s z, 

IT may be worthy of remark, that fcveral mutinies had 
arifen among the Englifh troops, when marching to join 

the army ; and fome officers had been murdered, merely 
on fu(p.cion of their being papifi:s a. The petition of 
ri_;ht h:ld abol itbed all martial law; and by an incon
venience, which naturally attended the plan, as yet new 

and unformed, of regular and rigid liberty, it was found 
abfolutely impoffible for the generals to govern the army, 
by all the authority, which the king could legally confer 

upon them. The lawyers had declared, that martial 

law cou!d not be exercifed, except in the very prefence 
of 211 enerr.y; and becaufe it had been found neceffary 
to execute a r.1utincer, the generals thought it advifeable, 
f.)r their o~:n fnfety, to apply for a p2rclon from the crown. 
'rhis weaknefs, ho•vcver, was carefulJy concealed from 

the army; and lord Con way faid, that, if any lawyer 
were fo imprudent as to difcover the fecret to the foldiers, 

jt wouhl be neceliary infiantly to refute him, and to hang 
the lawyer himfel f, by fentence of a court-martial b. 

AN army Dew levied, undifciplined, frightened, fedi

tious, ill-paid, and governed by no proper authority, 
was very unfit for withfi:anding a viCtorious and high
fpirited enemy, and retaini~g in fubjetl:ion a difcontent~d 
and zealous nation. 

it Clfltendon, vol. i. p. ~59· 

H~~~ ~c. Ma!, p. e~. 
a Ruth. vol. iii. P· ngo, ng1~ 

b Rufh, vol. iii. p. II~9· 

~:f.[ARLES~ 
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CHARLES, in defpair of being able to fiem the torrent, C H A P. 
Llll. 

at lafi: determined to yield to it: And as he forefaw, that '---v---1 
the great council of the peers would advife him to call a th16s~·t 

2 4 ·P • parliament, he told them, in his firfr fpeech, that he had C?reat coun· 

I d · r 1 · H · c d h l'k ctl of the a rea y taken thxs re1o ut10n. e In10rme t em 1 e- peers. 

wife, that the queen, in a letter, which fue had written 
to him, had very earnefi:ly recommended that meafure~ 
This good prince, who was extremely attached to his 
con fort, and who paffionatel y wilhed to render he,r popu-
lar in the nation, forgot not, amidfi all his diftrefs, the 
interefi:s of his domeftic tendernefs c. 

IN order to fubfifi: both armies (for the king was 
obliged, in order to fave the northern counties, to pay 
his enemies) Charles wrote to the city, defiring a loan 
of 2oo,ooo pounds. And the peers at York, whofe au
thority was now much greater than that of their fovereign, 
joined in the fame requefi: d. So low was this prince 
already fallen, in the eyes of his own fubjeCls ! 

As many difficulties occurred in the negociation with 
the Scots, it was propofed to transfer the treaty from 
Rippon to London : A propofal willingly embraced by 
that nation, who were now fure of treating with advan
tage, in a place, where the king, they forefaw, would 
be, in a manner, a prifoner, in the midfi: of his impla .. 
cable enemies, and their determined friends e, 

c: Clarendon, vol. i. p. IS4• 
4 Ru!h. vol, iii. p. IZ79· 

Rufh. vol. iii. p. IZ7S• 
c Ibid. p. 1305. 
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Meeting of the long parliament--Strafford aiJd 

Laud impeached--Finch and Windebank fly-

Great authority of the commons--'rhe bijhops 

attacked--'J'onnage and poundage--'I'riennial 

bill--Strafford's trial--Bill of attainder-

Execution of Straiford--h'igh-commijfion and 

ftar-chamber abolijhed--IGng's journey to Scot-

land. 

c H A P. T HE caufes of difgufl:, which, for above thirty 

~ years, had daily been multiplying in England, were 

164o. now come to full maturity, and threatened the kingdom 

with fome great revolution or convulfion. The uncer

tain and undefined limits of prerogative and privilege had 

been eagerly difputcd during that whole period ; and in 

every controverfy between prince and people, the quefiion, 

however doubtful, had always been decided, by each 

party, in favour of its own pretenfions. Too lightly, per

haps, moved by the appearance of neceffity, the king had 

even aifumed powers incompatible with the principles of 
limited government, and had rendered it impoffible for 

his m oft zealous partizans entirely to j uftify his conduct, 

except by topics fo unpopular, that they were more fitted, 

in the prefent difpolition of men's minds, to inflame, than 
appeafe, the general difcontent. Thofe great fupports of 

publi,c authority, law and religion, had likewife, by the 

unbounded compl iance of judges and prelates, loft much 

of their in.Ruence over the peo;Je; or rather had in a 

great I)leafurc gone over to the fide of facrion, and autho-
~~z~q 
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rized the fpirit of oppofition and rebellion. The nobi- c H A P. 

lity, alfo, whom the king had no means of retaining by ~J 
offices and preferments fuitable to their rank, had been 16p. 

feized with the general difcontent, and unwarily threw 
themfelves into the fcale, which already began too much 

to preponderate. Senfible of fome encroachments, which 

had been made by royal authority, men entertained no 
jealoufy of the commons, whofc enterprizes, for the ac-
quifition of power, had ever been covered with the ap-

pearance of public good, and had hitherto gone no farther 
than fome difappointed efforts and endeavours. The pro-
grcfs of the Scotti!h malcontents reduced the crown to 
an entire dependence for fupply: Their union with the 
popular party in Engl: nd bruught great acceffion of au-
thority to the latter : The near profpetl: uf fucccfs roufed 
all latent murmurs and pretenfions, which had hitherto 
been held in fuch violent confiraint: And the torrent of 
general inclination and opinion ran fo firongly a6ainfl: the 

court, that the king was in no fituation to refufc any 
reafonable demands of the popular leaders, either for de-
fining or limiting the powers of his prerogative. Even 
many exorbitant claims, in his prefent fituation, would 
probably be made, and muft necefEuily be complied 
with. 

THE triumph of the malcontents over the church was 
not yet fo immediate or certain. Though the political 
and religious puritans mutually lrnt affifiance to each 
other, there were many who joined the former, yet de
clined all connexion with the latter. Tbe hierarchy had 
been efiablifned in England ever fince the reformation: 
'"The Romiih church, in all ages, bad carefully main
tained that form of ecclefiafiical government: The an
cient fathers too bore tefrimony to epifcopal j urifdiCl:ion : 
And though parity may feem at fidl to have had place 
among Chrifl:ian paftors, the period, during which it 

prevailed, 
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c H A P. prevailed, was fo lhort, that few undifputcd traces of it 

~remained in hifiory. The bifhops and their more zealous 

164". partizans inferred thence the divine indefeizable right of 

prelacy : Others regarded that infiitution as venerable 

and ufcful : And, if the love of novclt}r led forr:e to 

adopt the new rites and di[cipline of the puritans, the re
verence to antiquity retained rn~my in their attachment 

to the liturgy and governmcn~ of the church. It behav

ed, therefore, the ze.llous innovators in parliament to 
proceed with fome caution and rcferve. By promoting all 
meafures which reduced the powers of the crown, they 
hoped to difarm the king, whom they jufi-ly regarded, 

from principle, inclination, and policy, to be the deter

mined patron of the hierarchy. By declaiming againft 
the fuppofcd encroachments and tyranny of the prelates, 
they endeavoured to carry the na.tion, from a hatred of 
their perfons, to an OiJpofition againfi: their office and 

charaCter. And when men were inlifred in party, it 
would not be difficult, they thought, to lead them by de

fYrecs into many meafures, for which they formerly enter
;~ined the greatefi: averfion. Though the new feCl:aries 
compofed not, at firfr, the majority of the nation, they 

. were inflamed, as is ufual among innovators, with ex· 
treme zeJl for tht.ir opinions. Their unfurmcuntable 
panlon, difguifed to themfelves, as well as to others, un
der the appearance of holy fervours, was well qualified to 

make profelytes, and to fcize the minds of the ignorant 
multitude. And one furious enthufiafi was ab1e, by his ac· 

tive indufiry, to furmount the indolent efforts of many 
fober and reafcnable antagonifis. 

WHEN the nation, therefore, was fo gfnerally difcon· 

tented, and little fufpicion was entertained of any defign 

to fub\'crt the church and monarchy ; no wonder, that 

almoft all elections ran in favour of thofe, who, by their 

high prctenfion~ to piety and paviotifm, had encouraged 
tht; 
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tne national prejudices. It is a ufual compliment to re- c H A P'. 

gard the king's inclination in the choice of a fpeaker; and~ 
Charles had intended to advance Gardiner, recorder of 1:6._o. 
London, to that important trufr: But fo little intercfi did 
the crown, at th<:.t time, pofft.fs in the nation, that Gar-
<liner was difappointed of his election, not on I y in Lon-

don, but in every other place where it \Vas attempted : 
And the king was obliged to make the choice of fpeakec 
faH on Lenthal, n lawyer of fome character, but not fuf
ficiehtly Gualified for fo high and difficult an office f. 

THE eager expectations of men with regard to a par- MeetiJ'jgm 

liament, fummoned at fo .critical a j U!lcturc, and during the1 ~on~ par rament. 
fuch general difccmtents; a parliament, which, from the Nov. 3--

fituation of public affairs, could not be abruptly diffolved, 
and wbjch waG to execute every thing left unfinilhed by 
former parliaments; thefe motives, fo important and in
terefi:ing, engaged the attendance of all the members; 
:and the houfe of commons was never obfcrved to be, 

from the beginning, fo full and numerous. Without any 

interval, therefore, they entered upon bufincfs, and by 
unanimous conlent they immediately firuck a blow, which 

may, in a manner, be regarded as dccifive. 

The earl of Straf!ord was confidered as chief minifter, 
both on account of the credit which he polfefied with hii 
rnafrer, and of his own great and uncommon vigour and 
capacity. By a concurrence of accidents, this man la
boured under the fevere hatred of all the three nations, 

which compofed the Britifi1 monarchy. The Scots, 

whofe .authority now ran ext:-cmely high, looked on him 
as the capital enemy of their country, and one whofe 
counfels and influence they had mofi: reafon to apprehend. 
He had engaged the parliament of Ireland to advance 
large fubfiJies, in order to fupport a war againfr them : 

He had levied an army of 9000 men, with which he had 

f Clarendon, vol. i . p. 169. 

menaced 

9 
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c H A P, menaced all their wefiern coafl:: He had obliged the 
LIV, . d . 

'--'--v--' Scots, who lived un er h1s government, to renounce the 

164o. covenant, their national idol : He had in Ireland pro

claimed the Scottifh covenanters rebels and traitors, even 

before the king had i£rued any fuch declaration againfi: 

them in England : And he had ever di£ruaded his mafier 

againfl: the late treaty and fufpenfion of arms, which he 

regarded as dangerous and difhonourable. So avowed and 

violent were the Scots in their refentment of all thefe 

meafures, that they had refufed to fend commiffioners to 

treat at York, as was at firfi propofed ; becaufe, they faid, 
the lieutenant of Ireland, their capital enemy, being ge
neral of the king's forces, had there the chief command 

and authority. 

STRAFFORD, firfl: as deputy, then as lord lieutenant, 

had governed Ireland during eight years with great vigi· 

lance, aCtivity, and prudence, but with very little popu

larity. In a nation fo averfe to the Englifh government 

and religion, thefe very virtues were fufficient to draw on 

him the public hatred. The manners too and charatl:er 

of this great man, though to all full of courtefy, and to 

his friends full of aff"ecrion, were, at bottom, haughty, 

rigid, and fevere. His authority and influence, during 

the time of his government, had been unlimited; but no 

fooner did adverfity feize him, than the concealed avedion 

of the nation blazed up at once, and the Irifh parlia

ment ufed every expedient to aggravate the charge againfi: 

him. 

THE univerfal difcontent, which prevailed in England 

againfi: the court, was all pointed towards the earl of 

Strafl:ord; though without any particular reafon, but 

becaufe he was the minifl:er of ftate, whom the king moft 

favoured and mofi: trufted, His extraCtion was honour

able, his paternal fortune confiderable: Yet envy attended 

his fudden and great elevation. And his former a£ro-
ciates 
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ciates in popular counfels, finding that he owed his ad. c HA P. 

vanccment to the defertion of their caufe, reprefented him~ 
as the great apofiate of the commonwealth, whom it be· 164o. 

hoved them to facrifice, as a viCl:im to public jufiice. 

STRAFFORD, fenfible of the load of popular prejudices 
11nder which he laboured, would gladly have declined 
attendance in parliament; and he begged the king's per ... 
miffion to withdraw himfelf to his government of Ire
land, at leaf! to remain at the head of the army in York
lhire; where many opportunities, he hoped, would offer, 
by reafon of his difiance, to elude the attacks of his ene
mies. But Charles, who had entire confidence in the 
earl's capacity, thought, that his counfels would be ex
tremely ufeful during the critical feffion which approach
ed, And when Strafford frill infified on the danger of his 
appearing amidfr fo many enraged enemies, the king, little 
apprehenfive that his own authority was fo fuddenly to 
expire, promifed him protection, and affureJ him, that 
not a hair of his head fhould be touched by the par] ia
ment g. 

No fooner was Strafford's arrival known, than a con- u~h No.,. 

certed attack was made upon him in the houfe of com-
mons. Pym, in a long, ftudied difcourfe, divided into 
many heads after his manner, enumerated all the grie-
vances, under which the nation laboured ; and, from a 
complication of fuch oppreffions, inferred, that a delibe-
rate plan had been formed of changing entirely the frame 
of government, and fubverting the ancient laws and 
]·b . f h k. d h C Id h' . h r . Strafford 1 ert1es o t e mg om • ou any t mg, e 1a1d, impeathed. 

cncreafe our indignation againft fo enormous and criminal 
a project, it would be to find, that, during the reign of 
the beft of princes, the conftitution had been endangered 
by the worft of minifters, and that the virtues of the king 
had been feduced by wicked and pernicious counfel. We 

& Whitlocke, p. 36, 11 Id, ibid, 

rnuft 
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c H A P. muft enquire, added he, from w1at fountain thefe water'! 

~of bitternefs flow; and though roubtlefs many evil coun· 

:l640• fellors will be found to have con ributed their endeavours, 

yet there is one who challeng6 the infamous pre-erni· 

nence, and who, by his courag:, enterprize, and capa

city, is intitled to the fidl: placeamong thefe betrayers of 

their country. HE is the earl d Strafford, lieutenant of 

Ireland, and prefident of the cruncil of York, who, in 

both places, and in all other 1rovinces, where he has 

been entrufied with authority, has raifed ample monu

ments of tyranny, and will ap~ar, from a furvey of his 

aB:ions, to be the chief pronoter of e\'ery arbitrary 

counfel. Some in fiances of imp1rious expreffions, as well 

as atl:ions, were given by Pym , who afterwards entered 

into a more perfonal attack of hat minifier, and endea

voured to expofe his whole chaacter and manners. The 

aufiere genius of Strafford, oc:upied in the purfuits of 

ambition, had not rendered his breaft altogether inaccef

fible to the tender paffions, er fecured him from the 

dominion of the fair; and in nat fullen age, when the 

irregularities of pleafure were nore reproachful than the 

moft odious crimes, thefe weal<nefies were thought wor· 

thy of being mentioned, togetha- with his treafons, before 

fo great an afiembly. And upm the whole, the orator 

concluded, that it belonged to he houfe to provide a re

medy proportionable to the ditafc, and to prevent the 

farther mifchiefs juftly to be apJrehended from the influ

ence, which this man had ag uired over the meafures 

and counfels of their fovereign i, 

SIR John Clotworthy an Iiih gentleman, Sir John 

Hotham of Yorkihire, and mazy others, entered into the 

' fame topics: And after fevera hours fpcnt in bitter in

vective, when the doors were l•cked, in order to prevent 

all difcovery of their purpofe; it was moved, in confe.· 

i Clarendon1 vol. i, '• 171., 
quence 
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quence of the refoluton fecretly taken, that Strafford C H A P. 

fhould immediately be mpeached of high treafon. This~ 
.motion was received wth univerfal approbation; nor was 164o. 

there, in all the debae, one perfo;l Lhat offered to fiop 
the torrent by any tdlinony in favour of the earl's con-
duel:. Lord Falkland alone, though known to be his 
enemy, modefl:ly defirel the houfe to confider, whether 
it would not better fui the gravity of their proceedings, 
fidl: to digeft, by a conmit•ee, many of thofe p:1rticulars, 

'Which had been mentimed, before they fent up an accu-
fation againft him. It vas ingenuoufly anfweri?d by Pymf 
that fuch a delay migi t probably blafl: all their hopes , 
and put it out of their pov·;c.r to proceed any farther in 
the profecution: Thatwhen Stratford ihould learn, that 
fo many of his enormites were difcovered, his confcience 
would diB:::..te his concemn:1.t ion ; and fo great was his 
power and credit, he w>Uld immediately procure the dif-
folution of the parliam nt, or <H t "mpt fo ·11e other defpe~ 
rate meafure for his ow1 prcfervation: That the commons 
were only accufers, no: judges; and it was the province 
of the peers to deterrrine, whether fuch a complication 
of enormous crimes, i1 one perfon, d;d not amount to 
the higheft crime knoW1 by the law k. Without farther 
debate, the impeachme1t was voteJ : Pyrn was d:ofen to 

carry it up to the lords: Moft of the houfc accomp~nied 
him on fo agreeable anerrand: Ancl u tr; fford, who had 
juft entered the houfe c p"ers, and who litLle expected fo 
fpeedy a profecution, w.s immediately; upon this general 
charge, ordered into a!lody, ·.-:ith feveral fymptoms of 
violent prejudice in his judges, as well as in his profe-

cutors. 

IN the enquiry concerning grievances and in the cen- Laud im

fure of pafl: meafures, Laud could not long efcape the peached. 

fevere fcrutiny of the commons; who were led too, in 

k Clarendo1 vol. i . p. 174 , 
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c H A P. their at:cufation of that prelate, as well by their prejudices 
LIV. 

'--v---1 againft his whole order, as by the extreme antipathy, 
J64°· which his intemperate zeal had drawn upon him. After 

a deliberation, which fcarcely lafred half an hour, an im. 

pcachment of high treafon was voted againft thts fubject, 
the fidl, both in rank and in favour, throughout the king

dom. Though this incident, confidering the example of 

Strafford's impeachment and the prefent difpofition of the 

nation and parliament, needed be no furpt 1ze to him; yet 

was he betrayed into fome paffion, when the accuf.ation 

was prefcnted. The commons themfelves, he faid, though his 
accufers, did not believe him guilty of tht crimes with which 
they charged him: An indifcretion, which, next day, upon 
PlOre mature deliberation, he defired leave to retraCt; but 
fo little favourable were the peers, that they refufed him 
this advantage or indulgence. Laud alfo was immedi· 

ately, upon this general charge, fequeftered from parlia

ment, and committed to cuilody 1• 

THE capital article, infifted on againft thefe two great 

men, was the dcfign which the commons fuppofed to 

have been formed of fubverting the laws and confi:itution 

of England, and introducing arbitrary and unlimited au

thority into the kingdom. Of all the king's minifiers, 
no one was fo obnoxious in this refpetl: as the lord keeper, 
Finch. He it was, who, being fpeaker in the king's 

third parliament, had left the chair, and refufed l~"~ put 

the queftion, when ordered by the houfe. The c traju

dicial opinion of the judges in the cafe of fhip-money 

bad been procured by his intrigues, perfuafions, and even 

menaces. In all unpopular and illegal meafures he was 

ever mofi: acli ve ; and he was even believed to ave de
clared publicly, that, while he was keeper, a.! order of 
council fuould always with hian be eq\livalent to a Jaw. 

'fo appeafe the rii'ing difpleafure of the commons, he ~e-

1 Cidrendon, \Ol. i. p. l771 \~ hit!Qcke, p. JS. Rufitworth, vol. iii. 

F.• 1J6S· 
fired. 
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fired to be heard at their bar. He proflrated l1imfelfC H A P. 
with all humility before them; but this fubmiffion avail~~ 
ed him nothing. An impeachment was refolved on; ancl 16404 

in order to efcape their fury, he thought proper fecretlytord keeper 

to withdraw; and retire into Holland. As he was rtotFinch flic:w; 

efieemed equal to Strafford, or even to Laud, either in 
capacity or in fidelity to his mafier; it was generally he• 
lieved, that his efcape had been connived at by the popu-
lar leaders m. His impeachment, however, in his abfence, 
was carried up to the houfe of peers. 

SIR Francis Windebank, the fecretary, was a creature 
of Laud's; a fufficient reafon for his being extremely ob
noxious to the commons. He was fecretly fufpeCl:ed too 
of the crime of popery ; and it was known, that, from 
compiaifance to the queen, and indeed in compliance 
with the king's maxims of government, he had granted 
many indulgences to catholics, and had .figned war
rants for the pardon of priefts, and their delivery from 
confinement. Grimfione, a popular member; called 
him, in the houfe, the very pander and broker to the 
whore of Babylon n. Finding that the fcrutiny of the 

. . d h" d b . r. Secretary commons was pomtmg towar s 1m, an emg 1en- Windebank 

fible that England was no longer a place of fafety forflies. 
men of his charatl:er, he fuddenly made his efcape into 
France 0 • 

THus, in a few weeks, this houfe of commons, not 
oppofed, or rather feconded by the peers, had produced 
fuch a revolution in the government, that the two moft 
powerful and mofi favoured minifters of the king were 
thrown into the Tower, and daily expetl:ed to be tried 
for their life : Two other minifiers had, by flight alone, 
faved themfelves from a like fate: All the king's fervants 

m Clarendon, vel. i. p. 177• Whitlocke, p. 38. 
P• 129, .136, n Rulhworth1 vol. v. p. ua. 
•~t. i. p. 178. Whitl~ke, P• 37· 
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c I-[1~. ~· faw that no proteB:ion could be given them by their ma .. 
'----v--' frer : A new j urifdiCl:ion was ereCted in the nation ; and 

164°• before that tribunal all thofe trembled, who had before 
exulted mofl: in their credit and authority. 

Great au
thority of 
the corn-
mons. 

WHAT rendered the power of the commons more for· 
midable; was, the extreme prudence with which it was 
conduCled. Not content with the authority, which they 
had acquired by attacking thefe great minifl:ers, they were 
re[ol ved to render the mofr confiderable bodies of the na· 
tion obnoxious to them. Though the idol of the people, 
they determined to fortify themfelves likewife with ter
rors, and to overawe thofe who might frill be inclined to 
fupport the falling ruins of monarchy. 

DuRING the late military operations, feveral powers 
had been exercifed by the lieutenants and deputy-lieute
nants of counties: And thefe powers, though neceffary 
for the defence of the nation, and even warranted by all 
former precedent, yet- not being authorized by fiatute, 
were now voted to be illegal ; and the perfons who had 
afrumed them, declared delinquents. This term was newly 
come into vogue, and expreffed a degree and fpecies of 
guilt not exactly known or afcertained. In confequence 
of that determination, many of the nobility and prime 
gentry of the nation, while only exerting, as they juftly 
thought, the legal powers of magifl:racy, unexpeCl:edly 
found themfelves involved in the crime of delinquency. 
And the commons reaped this multiplied advantage by 
their vote: They difarmed the crown ; they eftablilhed 
the maxims of rigid law and liberty; and they fpread ~e 
terror of their own authority P. 

THE writs for fhip·money had been directed to the 
1'heriffs, who were required, and even obliged under fe· 
vere penalties, to affefs the fums upon individuals, and 
~o levy them by their authority: Yet were all the fheriffs, 

P Clarcndon, vol. i. p. 176. 

and 
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and all thofe who had been employed in that illegal fer- C H A P. 

. LIV. 
vice, voted, by a very ngorous fentence, to be del in- '---v---1 
quents. The king, by the maxims of law, could do no 164o. 

wrong: His minifters and fervants, of whatever degree, 
in cafe of any violation of the conftitution, were alone 
culpable 9. 

ALL the farmers and officers of the cufloms, who had 
been employed during fo man'y years, in levying tonnage 
and poundage and the new impofitions, were likewife de
clared criminals, and were afterwards glad to compound 
for a pardon by paying a fine of rso,ooo pounds. 

EvERY difcretionary or arbitrary fentence of the fiar
chamber and high commiffion; courts, which, from their 
very confl:itution, were arbitrary, underwent a fevere fcru
tiny: And all thofe, who had concurred in fuch fentences~ 
were voted to be liable to the penalties of law r. No 
minifl:er of the king, no member of the council, but found 
himfelf expofed by this decifion. 

THE judges, who had given their vote again!l: Hamb
den in the trial of fhip-money, were accufed before the 
peers, and obliged to find furety for their appearance. 
Berkeley, a judge of the King's Bench, was feized by or
der of the houfe, even· when fitting in his tribunal; and 
all men faw with afronifument the irrefiil:ible authority of 
their jurifdiction '· 

THE fanCl:ion of the lords and commons, as well as 
that of the king, was declared nece1fary for the confirm
ation of ecclefiafrical canons r. And this judgment, it 
mull: be confe1fed, however reafonable, at leafr ufeful, it 
would have beet;l difficul~ to jufl:ify hy any precedent u. 

But 

'\ Cbrendo.n, v~J. i. p., 176. ~ lbid, p. 177• s Whitelocke, 
p. 39• t Nalfon, vol. i. p. 6.78. 

~ Aa all of parliament, ~s Hen. VHI. cap. 19. allowed the convocatio11. 

~ith the kin6's ~onfent to mike canons. By the famous aa of fu!vniffion tQ 
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C H A P. But the prefent was no time for quefi:ion or difpute, 
~That decifion, which abolil1u~d alllegiflative power ex .. 

~6.49· cept that of parliament, was requifite hr completing the 
11ew plan of liberty, and rendering it qu :tc uniform and 
fyfiematical. Aln oft all the bench of bdhops, and the 
mofr confiderable of the inferior clergy, who had voted 
in the late convocation, found themfe!ves expofed, by 
~hefe n~w pr!nciples~ to the imputatiox of dt;linquen
~y w. 

TH.E. rnoft unpopular of all Charles's meafures, an~ 

the leafr jufrdiable, was the revival of monopolies, fo fo
lemnly aboliilied, after reiterated ndeavours, by a recent 
aB: of parliament. Senfible of thts .unhappy meafure, the 
lcing had, of himfelf, recalled, during the time of his fidl: 
expedition again{~ Srotland, many of thefe oppreffive 
patents? and the reft were now annulled by authority of 
parli4m~nt, and every one who was concerned in them, 
declared delinquents. The commons carried fo far their 
deteftation of this odious meafure, that they a{fumcd a 
power whtch had formerly been feldom praCl:ifed x, and 
they expelled all their memb~rs who were monopolifis 
or projeCl:or~ : An artifice, by which, befides encreafing 
their o_wn ' privileges, they weakened ftill tarther the very 
fmall party, which the king fecretly retained in the houfe. 
Mild may, a notoriot..s moncipolifr, yet having a{fociated 
himfelf with the ruling party, was ftill allowed to keep 
his feat. In all queHions indeed of electi~ns, no fieddy 

that prince, the clergy bound thernfelves to enaCt no canons without the 
~ing's confent. The parlL;ment was never mentioned nor thought of. Such 
pretenfions as the com:-nons advanced at prefent, would, in any former aie, 
have been deemed firant;c ufurpattOns. · 
1 

w Cl:uendo:-t, vol. i. p. :z.o6, Wnitlocke, p. 37• Rulh. vol. v. p. 235• 
359• Nalfon, vol. i, p. 807 . 

x Lord Clarer.don fays it wa• en•irfly new; but there are in/lances of it in 
the reign ofElizJbc;th, D' f.wes, p. :1.96. 3SZ• There are alfo inftan,es i,l 

~l: r~1~n of Jilmes~ 

rule 
I 
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rule of cecifion was obferved; and nothing farther was CH A P. 
LIV. 

regarded than the affections and attachments of the par- "'-v--1 

ties r. Men's paffions were too much heated to be £hock- 164o. 

ed with any infl:ance of injuftice, which ferved ends fo 
popular as thofe which were purfued by this houfe of 

commons. 

TWE whole fovereign power being thus in a manner 
transferred to the commons, and the government, with
out any feeming violence or diforder, being changed, in 
a moment, from a monarchy almofl: abfolute, to a pure 

democracy; the popular leaders feemed willing for fome 
time to fufpend their active vigour, and to confolidate 
their authority, ere they proceeded to any violent exer

cife of it. Every day produced fome new harangue on · 

pafl: grievances. The detefl:ation of former ufurpations, 
was farther enlivened : The jealoufy of liberty rouzed : 
And agreeably to the fpirit of free government, no lefs 
indignation was excited, by the view of a violated con

fiitution, than by the ravages of the moft enormous 

tyranny. 

THIS was the time, when genius and capacity of all 
kinds, freed from the refl:raint of authority, and nou

rilhed by unbounded hopes and projects, began to exert 
themfelves, and be difiinguilhed by the public. Then 
was celebrated the fagacity of Pym, more fitted for ufe 
than ornament; matured, not chilled, by his advanced · 
age and long experience: Then was difplayed the mighty 

ambition of Hambden, taught difguife, not moderation, 
from former confl:raint; fupported by courage, condutl:ed 

by prudence, embellilhed by modefty; but whether found
ed in a love of power or zeal for liberty, is frill, from his 
untimely end, left doubtful and uncertain : Then too 
were known the dark, ardent, . and dangerous charaCler 

Y Clarcndon, vol. i. p. 176. 

of 
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c H A P. of Sr. John ; the impf"t .. wus pirit of Hollis, violent and 
~v~ fincere, open and enti1e in his enmities and in his friend ... 

J6~o. ibips; the enthuh .. dlic genius of young V .:.ne, extrava-. 
gant in the en~s which he purfued, fagacious and profound 
in the means which he ~mployed; incited by the appear
ances of religion, negligent of the duties of morality. 

So little apology would be received for paft meafures, 
fo contagious the general fpirit of difcontent, that even 
men of the moft moderate tempers, and the mofl: attached 
to the church and monarchy, exerted themfelves with the 
t.ttmoft vigour in the redrcfs of grievances, and in profe .. 

cuting the authors of them. The lively and animated 
Dig by difplayed his eloquence on this occafion, the firm 
and unaaunted CapeJ, the modeft and candid Palmer. 
J n this liil too of patriot royalifis are found the virtuous 
names of Hyde and Falkland. Though in their ultimate 
views and intentions, thefe men differed widely froq1 the 
forme~ ; in their prefent actions and difcourfes, an entire 
concurrence and unanimity was obferved. 

BY the daily harangues and inveCtives againfi: ilfegal 
ufurpations, not only the houfe of commons inflamed 
themfelves with the higheft animofity againft the court~ 
The nation caught new fire from the popular leaders, and 
feemed now to have made the firft difcovery of the many 
fuppofed drforders in the government. While the law, in 
feveral inflances, feemed to be violated, they went no far. 
ther than fome fecret and calm murmurs; but mounted 
up into rage and fury, as foon as the confiitution was 
thought to be refiored to its former integrity and vigour, 
The capital efpecially, being the feat of parliament, was 
highly anirn;:ted with the fpirit of mutiny and diffaifec. 
tion. Turnults were daily raifed; feditious affemblies 
encouraged ; and every man, neglecting his own bufinefs, 
w~s wholly intent on the defence of liberty and reli~ion. 

B¥ 
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By fironger contagion, the poptJlar afleB:ions were cam- c H A P .. 

municated from breafr to breaft, in this place of general~ 
rendezvous and fociety. 164o. 

THE harangues of members, 1~ow firfi publilhed and 
aifperfecJ, kept alive the difcontent's againfr the king's ad
miniftration. The pulpits, delive·red over to puritapical 
preachers and leB:urers, whom th1'! commons arbitrarily 
fettled in all the confiderable churches, refounded with 
faction and fanaticifm. Vengeance was fully taken for 
the long filence and confiraint> in which, by the autho
rity of Laud and the high commi!fion, thefe preachers had 

been retained. The prefs, freed from all fear or referve, 
[warmed with produCtions, dangerous by their feditious 
zeal and calumny, more than by any art or eloquence of 
compofition. Noife and fury, cant and hypocrify, 
formed the foie rhetoric, which, during this tumult of 
various prejudices and paffions, could be heard or attend

ed to. 

THE fentence, which had been executed againft Prynne, 
Bafrwic, and Burton, now fuffered a revifal from parlia
ment. Thefe libellers, far from being tamed by the 

rigorous puni!hments, which they had undergone, .lhowed 
frill a difpofition of repeating their offence ; and the mi
nifrers were afraid, left new fatires lhould ilfue from their 
prifons, and frill farther inflame the prevailing difcon· 
tents. By an order, therefore, of council, they had been 
carried to remote prifons; Baftwic to Scilly, Prynne to 
Jerfey, Burton to Guernfey; all accefs to them was de
nied ; and the ufe of books, and of pen, ink, and paper, 
was refufed them. The fentence for thefe additional 
punifhments was immediately reverfed, in an arbitrary 
manner by the commons : Even the fidl: fentence, upon 
examination, was declared illegal : and the judges, who 

ralfed it~ were ordered to m:lke reparation to the fuflcr-
ers. 
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c H A P. ers z . When the prifoncrs landed in England, they were 
~:_, rec ived and entertained with the highefl: demonfrrations 

J64o. of affection, were attended by a mighty confluence of 
company, their charges were borne with great magnifi
cence, and liberal prefents beftowed on them. On their 
approach to any town, all the inhabitants crowded to 
receive them, and welcomed their reception with lhouts 
4nd acclamations. Their train frill encreafed, as they 
drew nigh to London. Some miles from the city, the 
zealots of their party met them in great multitudes, and 
attended their triumphant entrance; Boughs were carried 
in this tumultuous proceffion; the roads were firewed 

with flowers; and amidfr the higheft exultations of joy~ 
were intermingled loud and virulent inveCl:ives againft the 
prelates, who had fo cruelly perfecuted fuch godly per
fonages a. The more ignoble thefe men were, the more 
fen!ible was the infult upon royal authority, and the more 
dangerous was the fpirit of difaffection and mutiny, which 
it difcovered among the people. 

LILBURNE, Leighton, and every one that had been 
punifh.ed for feditious libels during the preceding admini
firation, now recovered their liberty, and were decreed 
clamages from the judges and minifiers of jufl:ice b. 

NOT only the prcfcnt ~ifpofition of the nation enfured 
Impunity to a11 ibellers: A new method of framing and 
difperfing libels was invented by the leaders of popular 
difcontent. Pe~itions to parliament were drawn, craving 
rcdrefs againfl: particular grievances; and when a fuffi
cient number of fubfcriptions were procured, the petitions 
were prefented to the commons, and immediately pub
lifhed. Thcfe petitions became fecret bonds of affocia .. 

z Nalfon, vol. i. p. 783. M:~y, p. 79· a Clarcndon, vol. i. 
p. 199, zco, &c. Nalfon, vol. i. p. 570. May, p. So. b Ruth., 
-.cl. v. p. 2.~6. Naifon1 "Vol. i., p. S.oo. 
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tion among the fubfcribers, 
fanCl:ion and authority to 
contained. 

and feemed to give undoubted C H A P. 

h I . h' h LIV'. t e comp amts, w 1ch t ey '--v---J 

IT is rretended by biR:orians favourable to the royal 
caufe c, and is even afferted by the king himfelf in a de
claration d, that a mofr dilingenuous or rather criminal 
praCtice prevailed, in conducting many of thefe addreffes. 
A petition was fidl framed; moderate, reafonable, fuch 
as men of character willingly fubfcribed. The names 
were afterwards torn off, and affixed to another petition, 
which ferved better the purpofes of the popular faction. 
We may judge of the wild fury which prevailed through
out the nation, when fo fcandalous an impofture, which 
affected fuch numbers of people, could be openly prac
tifed, without drawing infamy and ruin upon the ma-
nagers. 

So many grievances were offered, both by the memhers, 
and by petitions without-doors, that the houfe was 
divided into above forty committees, charged, each of 
them, with the examination of fome particular violation 
of law and liberty, which had been complained of. 
Befides the general committees of religion, trade, privi. 
leges, laws; many fubdivifions of thefe were framed, 
and a ftriCl: fcrutiny was every where carried on. It is 
,to be remarked, that, before the beginning of this cen-
tury, when the commons affumed lefs influence and 
~uthority, complaints of grievances were ufually pre
fented to the houfe, by any members who had had par .. 
ticular opportunity of obferving them. Thefe general 
committees, which were a kind of inquifitorial courts, 
had not then been efrablilhed; and we find, that the 
king, in a former declaration e, complains loudly of this 

c Dugdale. C larendon, vol. i. p. 7-0J. • d Hulb. Col. p. 536. 
c: Publ ilhed on d,1lo1ving the third pa rliament. See P ari. Hift. vol. viii. 

f· 347· 
innovation, 
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C H A P. innovation, fo little favourable to royal authority. But LIV. 
'-..r---1 never was fo much mul iplied, as at prefent, the ufe of 

164o. thefe committees ; and the commons, though themfelves 
the greatefi innovators, employed the ufual artifice of 
complaining againfi innovations, and pretending to reco
ver the ancient and efiabli!hed government. 

FRoM the report( of their committees, the houfe daily 
paffed votes, which mortified and afionilhed the court, 

and inflamed and animated the nation. Ship-money was 
declared illegal and m bitrary; the fentence againft Ham b .. 
den cancelled; the court of York abolilhed ; compofi
tions for knighthood fiigmatized; the enlargement of the 
forefts condemned; patent?for monopolies annulled; and 
every late meafure of adminifiration treated with reproach 
and obloquy. To day, a fentence of the fiar-chamber 
was exclaimed againfi: To morrow, a decree of the 
high-commiffion. Every difcretionary aCt of council 
was reprefented as arbitrary and tyrannical ; and the ge
neral inference was ftill inculcated, that a formed defign 
had been laid to fubvert the laws and confittution of 
the kingdom. 

FRoM neceffity, the king rem~ined entirely paffive 
during all thefe violent operations. The few fervants, 
who continued faithful to him, were feized with afroniili
ment at the rapid progrefs tade by the commons in 
power and popularity, and were glad, by their unaB:ive 
and inoffenfive behaviour, to compound for impunity~ 
The torrent rifing to fo dreadful and unexpeCted a heightl 
defpair feized all thofe, who from interefi or habit, were 
m oft attached to monarchy. And as for thofe, wh<l 
maintained their duty to the king, merely from their 
~egard to the confritution, they feemed by their concur
rence to fwell that inundation; which began already tQ 
deluge every thing. " You have taken the whole ma
'~ (:hine of government in pieces," faid Charles in a dif-

c:;our~ 
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<:ourfe to the parliament; " a pratl:ice frequent with c H A P. 

'' tkilful artifts, when they defire to clear the wheels from~ 
" any ruft, which may have grown upon them. The 164o. 

" engine," continued he, " may again be reftored to its 
" former ufe and motions, provided it be put up entire ; 
" fo as not a pin of it be wanting." But this was far 
from the intention of the commons. The machine they 
thought, with fome reafon, was incumbered with many 
wheels and fprings, which retarded and croifed its opera-
tions, and deftroyed its utility. Happy ! had they pro-
ceeded with moderation, and been contented, in their 
prefent plenitude of power, to remove fuch parts only 
as might juftly be deemed fuperfluous and incongruous. 

IN order to maintain that high authority, which they 
had acquired, the commons, befides confounding and 
overawing their opponents, judged it requifite to infpire 
courage into their friends and adherents; particularly 
into the Scots, and the religious puritans, to whofe 
affiftance and good offices they were already fo much be
holden. 

No fooner were the Scots mafl:ers of the northern 
counties, than they laid afide their firft profeffions, which 
they had not indeed means to fupport, of paying for every 
thing; and in order to prevent the defl:ruclive expedient 
of plunder and free quarters, the country confented to 
give them a regular contribution of 8so pounds a day, 
in full of their fubfifl:ence r. The parliament, that they 
might relieve the northern counties from fo grievous a 
burden, agreed to remit pay to the Scottifh, as well as. 
to the Englilh army; and becaufe fubfidies would be 
levied too flowly for fo urgent an occafion, money was 
borrowed from the citizens upon the fecurity of particu
lar members. Two fubfidies, a very fmall fum g, were 

f Rufhworth, vol. iii. p. IZ95• 
fallen to soJooo pound$, 

8 

C It appeanJ that a fubfidy was nbw 

at 
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c H A P. at fidl voted ; and as the intention of this fupply was t<J 

~indemnify .the members, who, by their private, had fup-

164o. parted public credit, this pretence was immediately laid 

hold of, and the money was ordered to be paid, not into 

the treafury, but to comrniffioners appointed by parlia

ment : A praaice, which; as it diminiilied the ~uthority 

of the crown, was willingly embraced, and was after

wards continued by the commo:1s, with regard to every 

branch of revenue, which they granted to the king. The 

invafion of the Scots had evidently been the caufe of 

affembling the parliament: The prefence of their army 

reduced the king to that total fubjetlion, in which he 

was now held : The commons, for this reafon, openly 

profeffed their intention of retaining thefe invaders, till 
all their ow.n enemies fhould be fuppreffed, and all their 

purpofes effected. lf/e cannot yet fpare the Scots, faid 

Strode plainly in the houfe; the fans of Zeruiah are jlill 

too jlrong for us h : An al1ufion to a pa1Tage of fcripture, 

according to the mode of that age. Eighty thoufand 

pounds a month were requifite "for the fubfifi:ence of the 
two armies; a fum much greater than the fubjeCl: had 

ever been accufi:omed, in any former period, to pay to 
the public. And though feveral fubfidies, together with 

a poll-tax, were from time to time voted to anfwer the 

charge; the com~ons {till took care to be in debt, in 

order to render the continuance of the feiiion, the more 

neceffary. 
THE Scots being fuch ufcful allies to the malcontent 

party in England, no wonder they were courted with the 

mofr unlimit'd complaifance and the mofr important 

fervices. The king having, in his firfr fpeech, called 

them rebels, obferved, that he h<1d given great offence to 
the parliament,; and he was immediately obliged to. 

{of;en, and even retratl:: the expreHion. 1"'he Scottiih 

h Dugd .. lc, P• 7 t, 

commiilioners, 
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commiffioners, of whom the mofl: confiderab!e were the c H A P. 
LlV. earl of Rothes and lord Loudon, found every advantage "--v--J 

in conducting their treaty; yet made no hafi:e in bringing 1640. 

it to an iffue. They were lodged in the city, and 
kept an intimate correfpondence, as well with the magi-
fhates, who were extremely difaffeaed, as with the po-
'pul:ar leaders in both houfes. St. Antholine's church was 
affigned them for their devotions ; and their chaplains, 
he e, began openly to praCtife the pre!byterian form of 
worlhip, which, e{'.cept in foreign languages, had never 
hitherto been allowed any indulgence or toleration. So 
violent was the general propenfity towards this new rcli-
gion, that multitudes of all ranks crowded to the church. 
Thofe, who were fo happy as to find accefs early in the 
morning, kept their places the whole day : Thofe, who 
were excluded, clung to the doors or windows, in hopes 
of catching, at leafr, fame difiant murmur or broken 
phrafe"' of the holy rhetoric 1• All the eloquence of par
liament, now well refined from pedantry, animated with 
the fpirit of liberty, and employed in the mofl: important 
interefi:s, was not attended to with fuch infatiable avidity, 
as were thefe leCtures, delivered with ridiculous cant, 
and a provincial accent, full of barbarifm and of igno-
rance. 

THE mofl: effeCl:ual expedient for paying court to the 
zealous Scots was to promote the prefbyterian difcipline 
and wodhip throughout England and to this innovation, 
the popular leaders among the commons, as well as their 
more devoted partizans, were, of themfelves, fufficiently 
inclined. The puritanical party, whofe progrefs, though 
fecret, had hitherto been gradual in the kingdom, taking 
advantage of the prefent diforders, began openly to pro .. 
fefs their tenets, and to make furious attacks on the efi:a
blithed religion. The prevalence of that feB: in the 

i .Ciarendon, vol. i. p. 189. 
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c :H A P. parliament difcovered itfelf, from the beginning, by itl4 

~ fenfible, but decifive fymptoms. Marlhall and Burgefs, 

J64o. two puritanical clergymen, were chofen to preach before 
them, and entertained them with difcourfes feven hours 

in length ~c. It being the cuftom of the houfe always t(}· 

take the facrament before they enter upon bufinefs, they 

ordered, as a neceffary preliminary, that the communion· 

table fhould be removed from the eaft end of St. Marga· 

ret's into the middle of the area 1• The name of the Jpi
rituallords was commonly left out in aCts of parliament;. 

and the laws ran in the name of king, lords, and com
mons. The clerk of the upper houfe, in reading bills, 

turned his back on the bench of bilhops ; nor was his 
infolence ever taken notice of. On a day appointed for 
a folemn fait and humiliation, all the orders of temporal 

peers, contrary to former practice, in going to church, 

took place of the fpiritual ; and lord Spencer remarked, 

that the humiliation, that day, feemed confined alone to 

the prelates. 
The bilhops EvERY meeting of the commons produced fame vefle
attacked, 

ment harangue againfl: the ufurpations of the bilhops, 

again!! the high commiffion, again!! the late convocation, 

again!! the new canons. So difgufied were all lovers of 
civil liberty at the doctrines prom0ted by the clergy, that 
thefe invetl:ives were received without controul; and no 
difiinCtion, at firfi, appeared between fuch as defired 
only to reprefs the exorbitancies of the hierarchy, and 
fuch as pretended total!y to annihilate epifcopal jurifdic

tion. Encouraged by thefe favourable appearances, pe~ 

titions againfi the church were framed in different parts 

of the kingdom. The epithet of the ignorant and vicious 

priefrhood was commonly applied to all churchmen, ad
diCted to the efiablifhed difcipline and wodhip; though 

the epifcopal clergy in England, during that age, feem t()' 

k Nalfon, vol. i, p. 530, 533• 1 Idem, ibide p · 537• 
have' 
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have been, as they are at prefent, fufficiently iearne~ an~ c H A P. 

exemplary. An addrefs againfi: epifcopacy was prefented ~ 
by twelve clergymen to the committee of religion, and 164o. 

pretended to be figned by many hundreds of the purita-
nical perfualion. But what made mofi: noife was the city 
petition for a total alteration of church government; a 
petition, to which 15,000 fubfcripttohs were annexed1 
and which was prefented by Alderman Pennington, the 
city-member m. It is remarkable, that, among the many 
eccleliafi:ical abufes there complained of, an allowance; 
given by the licencers of books, to pubJ ilh a tranflation 
of Ovid's Art of Love, is !wt fotgotten by thefe rufl:ic 
cenfors n. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the favourable difpofition of the 
people, the leaders irr the houfc refol ved to proceed with 
caution. They introduced a bill f~r prohibiting all cler
gymen the exercife of any civil office. As a confequence

1 

the biiliops were to be deprived of their feats in the houfe 
of peers; a meafure not unacceptable to the ze·:dous 
friends of liberty, who obferved, with regret, the devoted 
attachment of that order to the will of the monarch. 
But when this bill was prefented to the peers, it was re .. 
jetted by a great majority 0 : The firfi: check which the 
commons had received in their popular career, and a 

progno!Hc of what they might afterward s expect from the 
upper houfe, whofe inclinations and interefi:s could never 
be totally feparated from the throne. But to !how how 
little they were difcouraged, the puritans immediately 
brought in another bill for the total abolition of epifco
pacy ; though they thought proper to let that bill fleep at 
prefent, in expectation of a more favourable opportunity 
of reviving it P. 

m Clarendon, vol. i, P· ~03 . 

n Rulh. vol. v. p. 1 7 1. 

P Idem, ibid. p. 237• 

VoL. VI. 

Whi tlocke, p. 37• Nalfon, vel. i. p. 666. 
u Clarendon, vol. i. p. z 3 7. 
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c H A P. AMoNG other aB:s of regal executive power, whi~h 
LIV. 

"'---v---.J the commons were every day affuming, they dfued ordtrs 

J.Of-0 • for demolilhing all images, altars, crucifixes. The z(a
lous Sir Robert Har1ey, to whom the execution of thefe 

orders was committed, removed all croffes even out of 

fireets and markets ; and from his abhorrence of tl.at 
fuperftitious figure, would not any-where allow one pi1ce 

of wood or frone to lie over another at right angles q, 

THE 9ilhop of Ely and other clergymen were attaded 

on accouut of innovations r, Cozens, who had lmg 
been obnoxious, was expofed to new cenfures. T.1is 
clergyman, who was dean of Peterborough, was extremtly 

~ealous for ecclefiafi:ical ceremonies : And fo far from 
permitting the communicants to break the facramertal 
bread with their fingers; a privilege on which the ptri

tans ftrenuoufly infifted; he would not fo much as aU>w 
it to be cut with an ordinary houfehold inflrument. A 
confecrated knife muft perform that facred office, md 

muft never afterwards be profaned by a!1y vulgar fen'ice s. 

-CozENs likewife was accufed of having faid, crhe FHg 

has no more authority in eccle.Jiafiical matters, tha1f the boy 
who rubs my h~rfe's heels t. The expreffion wa!i violett: 

.But it is certain, that all thofe high churchmen, ~ho 
were fo indufirious in reducing th~ laity to fubmiffim, 

were extremely fond of their own privileges and indepm• 

dency, and were defi.rous of exempting the mitre from all 

fubjecHon to the crown .. 
A coMMITTEE was eletl:ed by the lower houfe 2i ~ 

<v\.rt of inquifition upon the clergy, and was comm01ly 
(le cminated the committee of fcandalous minifiers. 1he 
politicians among the commons were apprized of the g1eat 

importance of the pulpit for' guiding the people; the bi-

q Wbitlocke, p. 45• 

I Ibid. P· 2.0 i• 
~ol! v. p. :~re~.· 

r Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 35r. 
t Parl. Hift, vel. "ii. p. ah. Rutnwcrth, 
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0 0ts were enraged again!l: the prelatical clergy; and both C ~~: P. 

of them knew that no e!l:ablilhed government could be'----'.~ 
overthrown by frriCl:ly obferving the principles of jufiice, 1 64o. 

equity, or clemency. The proceedings, therefore, of 

this famous committee, which continued for feveral years, 
were cruel and arbitrary, and made great havoc both on 
the church and the univerfities. 'rhey began with ha-
raffing, imprifoning, and mole!l:ing the clergy; and ended ' 
with fequefirating and ejecting them. In order to join 
contumely to cruelty, they gave the fufferers the epithet 
of fcandalous, and endeavoured to render them as odious 
as they were miferable u, The greatcfr vices, however, 
which they could reproach to a great part of them, were, 
bowing at the name of Jefus, placing the communion 
table in the eafl:, reading the king's orders for fports on 
Sunday, and other practices, which the efrablilhed go
vernment, both in church and frate, had fhiCl:ly enjoined 
them. 

IT may be worth ob(erving, that all hifrorians, who 
lived near that age, or what perhaps is more decifive, all 
authors, who have cafually made mention er thofe public 
tranfatl:ions, frill reprefent the ci\ il diforders and cu:wul
fion~, as proceeding from religious controverfy, and con
fider the political difputes about power and liberty as 
entirely fubordinate to the oth~r. It is true, had the 
king been able to fupport government, and at the 
fame time, to abfiain from all invafion of national 
privileges, it feems not probable, th::tt the puritans ever 
could have acquired fnch authority as to overturn the 
whole confiitution: Yet fo entire was the fo..~bj c. ction, 

into whi'ch Charles was now fallen, ~.ha , had not the 
wound been poifoned by the infuiion of cheologicdl ha
tred, it mufr have admitted of an eafy remedy. D1fufe 
of parliaments, imprifonments and profecution of mem
bers, lhip-money, an arbitrary adminifiration ; thefe 

it Clarendon, ,·o}, i. p. 199• Whitlocke, p.""lu, Ma~·, p. 81. 

Cc 2 vvcrc 
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c R A ~'•were loudly complained of: But the grievances, which 

~tended chiefly to inflame the parliament and nation, ef-
J6fo. pecially the Jatter, were, the furplice, the rails placed 

about the altar, the bows exaB:ed on approaching it, the 
liturgy, the breach of the fabbath, embroidered copest 
lawn fleeves, the ufe of the ring in marriage, and of the 

crofs in baptifm. On account of thefe, were the popu
lar leaders content to throw the government into fuch vio
lent convulfions ; and to the difgrace of tha't age and of 
this ifiand, it mufl: be acknowledged, that the diforders m 
Scotland entirely, and thofe in Eng1and mofl:ly; proceed
ed from fo mean and contemptible an origin w. 

SoME perfons, partial to the patriots of this age, 

have ventured to put them in a balance with the moft 
illuflrious chara8:ers of antiquity; and mentioned the 

names of Pym, Hambden, Vane, as a ·ufi: parallel 
to thofe of Cato, Brutus, Caffius. Profound capacityt 
indeed, undaunted courage, extenfive enterprize; in 

" thefe particulars, perhaps the Roman do not much 
furpafs the Engli!h worthies: But what a difference1 

when the difcourfe, conduB:, converfation, and private 
as well as public behav~our, of both are infpeCled! Ccm
pare ·only one circumftance, and .confider its conft
quenccs. ~rhe lei(urc of thofe noble ancients was totally 

employed in th~ fiudy of Grecian eloquence and philo
fophy; in the cultivation of polite letters and civilized 
ociety : 'I'he whole difcourfe and language of the mo

derns were polluted with myflerious jargon, and full 
of the lowefi: and mofr vulgar hypocrify. 

w Lord Clarendo~t, vol. i, P• 233, fays, that the parliamentary party were 

not .ogtecd about the entire ah~liti{)n of epifcopacy: They were only the raot 

4.-ul brar.cb men, as th,y were called, who infifled on that medfure. But 
thofe who ~et·e will in~ to retain b!4hops, infifted on rerlucing the;r authority 

io .a low e.bb; za wdl as 011 abol.i£I1ing the ceremonies of worlhip and veft

f!~nttl cf the cl~rgy. The contt'ovcrfy, therefore between the parties was 

a!m.o!t wholiy theologicat, and that of the moft frivolous and ridiculous kind. 

Tal 
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THE laws, as they ftood at prefent, prote8ed theC H A P. 
LIV. 

church ; out they expofed the Catholics to the utmoft rage '-.,-..J 

of ~ puritans ; and thefc unhappy religionifl:s, fo ob- 164°• 

noxious to the prevailing feet, could not hope to remain 
long u 1molefied. The voluntary contribution, which 

they had made, in order to ai1ift the king in his war 
againfi th Scottiih covenanters, was enqUired into, and 

reprefentcd as the greatefl: enormity x. By an addrefs 
from the commons, a11 officers of that religion were re ... 
moved from the army, and application was made to. the 
king for feizing two thtrds of the lands of recufants; a 

proportion to which, by law, he was intitled, but which 
he had always allowed them to pofrefs upon eafy compo-
fitions. The execution of the fevere and bloody laws 

againft priefts was infifted on: And one Goodman, a 

jefuit, who was found in prifon, was condemned to a 
capital punifument. Charles, however, agreeably to his 
ufual principles, fcrupled to fign the warrant for his exe-
cution; and the commons expreff'ed great refentment on 

the occafion T. There remains a fin gular petition of 
Goodman, begging to be hanged, rather than prove a 
fource of contention between the king and his people z. 

He efcaped with his life; but it feems more probable, 
that he was overlooked, amidft affairs of greater confe-
quence, than that fuch unrelenting hatred would be 
foftened by any confideration of his courage and gen~- • 

rofity. 
FoR fome years, Con, a Scotchman; afterwards, 

Rofetti, an Italian, had openly refided at London, and . 
frequented the court, as vefted with a commiffion from 
the Pope. The queen's zeal and her authority with her 
hufband had been the caufe of this imprudence, fo . 

x Rulh\\.'orth, vel. v. p. t6o, Y J.dem, ibid. p. 158, L$9• Nal-

fon, vol. i. P• 7 49• • z Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 1.66. N~lfon, \·oi. i. 

P• 74~· 
Cc3 offenfiyc 
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c H ~ P, o£fenfive to the nation •. B~t the fpirit of bigotry now. 
~ r<;>fe too high to permit any longer fuch indulgences v. 

16+0
• HAYWARD, a j ufiice of peace, having been \\ )Unded, 

when en 1oyed in the exercife of his office, by one J ames~ 
a catholic ma ... m •1) this enormity was afcribt.d to th~ 
popery, not to the phrenz), of the aff'affin ; ard grea~ 
alarms feized the nation and parli ment c. An uni'verfal 

confpiracy of the papifl:s was fuppofed to have taken place; 
and every man for fome days~ imagined that he had a. 
fword at his throat. Though fome perfons of f2mily 
and difiinction were frill attached to the catholic fuper

:frition; it is certain that the numbers of that feet did not 

amount to the fortieth part of the nation: And the frequent 

panics, to which men, during this period, were fo fub_ 

jcB: on account of the cathol ics, were lcfs the effects of 
fear, than of extreme rage and aver(! on entertai~ed againft. 

them. 

THE queen mother of France, having been forced 

into baniihment by fome court-intrigues, had retired into 
Eng .. wd ; an~ expected ihelter., amidfi her prefent dif
treffes, in the dominions of her daughter and fon-in-law. 
But though ihe behaved in the moft inofFenfive manner, 

fhe was infulted by the populace on account of her reli
gion ; and was even threatened with worfe treatment. 
The earl of Holland, lieutenant of Middlefex, had or

dered a hundred mufq ueteers to guard her ; but finding 
that they had imbibed the fame prejudices with the rd1of 

a It is now known from the Clarendoljl papers, that the king had al(o an 

authori zed agent who refided at Rome. ~-lis name was Bret, and his chief 
bufinefs was to negoci .te "'it!- the po;:>e concerning indulgences to the catho. 
jics, <~nd to eng~ge the ca .hoJ ;cs in eturn to be go rd and loyal fubjcBs. But 
this wholt rrat,er, though very ionccent, was moft carefully k · pt fecret, 

The k 1.g fay , 1hat he belie,eri Bret to be as much his as any papifr could be, 

ce P· Jt+?.. ;54· 
b! u!h.vur t h, vol. v. p, 301. c Clarendon, voJ, i, P• Z49,• 
dh vorth, ' 'ol . v. P• 57• 

8 their 
lit ' 



C HA R LE S I. 

their countrymen, and were unwillingly employed in C H A P. LIV. 
fuch a fervice, he laid the cafe before the houfe of~ 
peers: For the king's authority was now entirely anni- 16

4°• 

hilated. He reprefented the indignity of the action, that 
fo great a princefs, mother to the king of France and to 
the queens of Spain and England, fuould be affronted by 

the multitude. He obferved the indelible reproach, which 

would fall upon the nation, if that unfortunate queen 
1hould fuffer any violence from the mifguided zeal of the 
people. He urged the facred rights of hofpitality, due 
to every one, much more to a perfon in difhefs, of fo 

high a rank, with whom the nation was fo nearly con-

nected. The peers thought proper to communicate the 

matter to the commons, whofe authority O\'er the people 

was abfolute. The commons agreed to the neceffity of 

protetEng the queen mother; but at the fame time pray ... 
eJ, that fue might be defired to depart the kingdom ; 
'' For the quieting thofe jca1oufies in the hearts of his 
" majefly's well-afrcB:ed fubje8s, occafioned by fome ill 
" infiruments about that queen's perfon, by the Rowing 

" of priefis and papifis to her houfe, and by the ufe and 
" pra8ice of the idolatry of the mafs, and exercife of 
'' other fuperfiitious {ervices of the Romi!h church, to 

'' the greJ.t fcandal of true religion d.'' 
CHARLES, in the former part of his reign, had endea-

voured to overcome the intratl:able and encroaching fpiri~ 
of the commons, by a perfeverance in his own meafures, 

by a ftately dignity of behaviour 1 and by ma;ntaining, at 
their utmoft height, and even perhaps ftretching beyond 
former precedent, the rights of his prerogative. Finding 

by experience how unfuccefsful thofe meafures had prov

ed, and obferving the low condition to which he was now 
reduced, he refolved to alter his whole conduct, and to 

crain the confidence of his people, by pliablenefs, by 
~ 

~ Rulhworth, vol. v. r· 267. 

Gc4 conceffions 
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c H A P.conceffions, and by a tot..I conformity to their incJi; 
~natiOns and prejudices. It may fafely be averred, that 

164o. th·s new extreme, into which the king, for want of pro
per counfel or fupport w·1 fallen, became no lefs dange
rous to the con!htution, and pernicwus to public peace, 
than the other., 1n which he had fo long and fo unfor
tunately perfevered. 

Tpnnage THE pretenfions with regard to tonnage and poundage 
;and pound- were revived, and with certain alfurance of fuccefs, by ~e. 

the commons c. The levying of thefe duties, a,s for
merly, without confent of parliament, and even encreaf .. 
ing them at pleafure, was fuch an incongruity in a free 
(:onftitution, where the people, by their fundamental 
privileges, can1 ot be ta4cd but by their own confent, as 
could no 1ongtr be endured by thefe jealous patrons of 
liberty. In the preamble, therefore, to the bill, by 
which the commons granted thefe duties to the king, 
they took care, in the firongefi and moft pofitive terms, 
to alfert their own right of bellowing this gift, and tQ 

dive{t the crown of all indepetldent title of affuming it. 
And t~at they might encreafe, or rather finally fix, the 
entire dependence and fubjetl:ion of the king, they voted 
t~efe duties only for two mon h ; and afterwards, from 
time to time, renewed their grant for very lhort periods'~ 
Charles, in order to fhow that he entertained no inten .. 
tion ever again to fcparate himfelf from his parliament, 

e It appears not, that the commons, though now entirely mafrers, abo
lifhed the new impofitions of J ames, againfl: ~hiLh they had formerly (o 

lourlly compla 'ned: A certain proof that the rates of:cuCtoms, fettled by that 
prince, were in moll: •r.fbnces j41t, and proportioned to the ne.v price of com
modities. They feem rather to have been low. See Journ, Ioth Aug. 
s€iz5. . 

f It was an infl:ru~ion gi•:en by the houfe to t,he committee which framed 

one of thefe b;ll~, to t .J ke ca re tlnt the rates up0n exportation may be ili 

:!ght as po/fih'e; and up"~n importJtlvn ~.s he.'''Y as trade will bear: A 
pro0f th:t the nature vf commerce bet;an Low to be underll:ocd. Jour~}. 

J-.n~, 16p. 

pafrcd 
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CHAR LE S l. 

patred this ~mportant bill, without any fcruple or hefita~ c H A P. 
· . LIV. 
twn g. '--r-J 

WITH regard to the bill for triennial parliaments, heT ! 64?·
1 nenma 

made a little difficulty. By ~n o·d iature, paffed during bill. 

the reign of E~.h· ard IlL it had been enaett; I, that parlia
ments lhould be held once every year, or mor frequ ·ntly, 
if neceffary: But as no provifion had been made in cafe 
9f failure, and no precife method pointed out for execu
tion ; thi~ f!:atute had been confidered merely as a general 
declaratio1 , and was difpenfed with at pleafure. The 
defetl: was fupplied by thofe vigilant patriots, who now 
affumed the reins of government. It was enatl:ed, that 
if the chancellor, who was firfl bound under fevere pe
nalties, failed to iffue writs by the third of September in 
every third year, any twelve or more of the peers lhould 
be impowered to exert this authority: In default of the 
peers, that the fheriffs, mayors, bailiffs, &c. fhould 
fummon the voters : And in their default, that the voters 
themfelves lhould meet and proceed to the elettion of 
members, in the fame manner as if writs had been regu .. 
larl y iffued from the crown. Nor could the parliament, 
after it was affembled, be adjourned, prorogued, or dif
folved, without their own confent, during the fpace of 
fifty days. By this bill, fome of the noblefr and mofr 
valuable prerogatives of the crown were retrenched ; but 
at the fame time, nothing could be more neceffary than 
fuch a f!:atute, for completing a regular plan of law and 
liberty. A great reluctance to affemble parliaments mufl 
be expetted in the king; where thefe affemblies, as of 
late, efrablilh it as a maxim to carry their fcrutiny into 
every part of government. During long intermiffions of 
parliament, grievances and abufes, as was found by recent 
experience, would naturally creep in; and it would even 
~ecome ncceffary for the kin~ and council to exert a 

g Clareadon, vol. i. p. :z.o8,. 

~reat 
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C H A P. great difcretionary authority, and, by acts of fiate, tG 
LIV. . . . . 

'--,--.J fupply, m every emergence, the legd1attve power, ·whofo 

164o. meeting was fo uncer~ain and precarious. Charles, find

ing that nothing lefs would fatisfy his parliament and 
people, at lafr gave his affent to this bill, which produced 

fo great an innovation in the confritution b, Solemn 

thanks were prefented him by both houfes. Great re

joicings were expreffed both in the city and throughout 

the nation. And mighty profcffions were every-where 

made of gratituJe and mutual returns of fupply and con

fidence. This conceffion of the king, it muft be owned, 

was not entirely voluntary : It was of a nature too im

portant to be voluntary. The foie inference, which his 
partizans were intitled to draw from the fubmiffions fo 
frankly made to prefent n _ceffity, wa,s, that he had cer

tain] y adopt' d a new plan of government, and for the fu

ture, \vas refoJved, by every indulgence, to acquire the 

confidence and affeB:ions of his people. 

CHARLES thought, that what conceffions were made 
to the public were of little confequence, if no gratifica

tions were beftowed on individuals, who had acquired 

the direction of public counfels and determinations. A 
change of miniftcrs, as well as of meafures, was therefore 

refolved on. In one day feveral new privy-counfellors 

were fworn; the earls of Her ford, Bedford, Effex, Brif

to1 ; the lords Say, Saville, K1mbolton: Within a few 

days after, was admitted the earl of Warwic i. All thefe 

noblemen were of the popular parry; anJ fome of them 

afterwards, when matters were puilied to extremities by: 

the commons, proved the greateft fupport of monar-

chy. 
J uxoN, bifhop of London, who had never defired the 

treaf urer' s ftaff, now earnefil y folici ted for leave to refign 

h Clarendon, vol. i. p. 2.09. Whitlocke, p. 39• Rulhworth, vol. v. 

f• 189. i Clarendon, vol, i, p. J95• 
it 
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Jt, and retire to the care of that turbulent diocefe, corn- C H A P. 
J_..IV. 

mitted to him. The king gave his confent; and it is 1...--.y--l 

remarkable, that, during all the fevere enquiries carried 16+0'• 

on againfi: the conduCt of miniflers and prelates, the mild 

and prudent virtues of this man, who bore both thefe 

invidious characters, remained unmolefi:cd k. It was in~ 
tended, that Bedford, a popular man, of f!:reat authority, 
as well as wifdom and moderation, fl1ould fucceed J uxon 1 

But that nobleman, unfortunately both for king and peo. 
pl~, died about this very time. By fome promotions, 

ill ace was made for St. John, who was created folicitor-

general. Hollis was to be made fecrctary of frate, in the 

room of Windebank, who had fled : Pym, chancellor of 
the exchequer, in the room of lord Cottington, who had 

rcfigned: Lord Say, mafier of the wards, in the room of 

the fame nobleman : 'rhe earl of Effex, governor; and 

Hambden, tutor to the prince 1 ... 

WHAT retarded the execution of thefe projeCted 

changes, w;is the difficulty of fatisfying all thole, who 

from tne ir aB:ivity and authority in parliament, had pre• 

tcnfions for offices, and who fl:ill had it in their power 

to embarrafs and difi:refs the public meafures. Their 

affociates too in popularity, whom the king intended to 

difi:inguifh by his favour, were unwilling to undergo the 

reproach of having driven a feparate bargain, and of 

facrificing, to their own ambitious views, the caufe of 
the nation. And as they were fenfible that they muft 

owe their preferment entirely to their weight and confi

der3.tion. in parliament, they were mo!l: of them refolved 
fiill to adhere to that affembly, and both to promote its 

authority, and to preferve their own credit in it. On all 

occafions, they had no other advice to give the king, 

than to allow himfelf to be directed by his great council; 

er, in other words, to refign himfelf paffively to their 

4£ Warwick, p. 95• 1 Clarendon, vol. i. p. :z.ro, 2 u. 

guidance 
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c H A P. guidance and government. And Charles found, that, 

~ inftead of acquiring friends by the honours and offices 

J64o. which he lhould befrow, he !hould only arm his enemies 
with more power to hu.t:t him. 

THE end, on which the king was moll: in"tent in 
changing minlfrers, was, to fave the life of the earl of 
Stralford, and to mollify, by chtfe indulgences, the rage 

of his mofr furious profecutors. But fo high was that 

nobleman's reputation for experience and capacity, that 
all the new counfellors and intenderl minifters plainly 

faw, that, if he efcaped their vengeanc , he mufi: return 

into favour and authority; and they regarded his death 

as the only fecurity which they could have, both for the 
efiablifhment of their prefent power, and foi fuccefs i~ 

their future enterprizes. His impeachment, therefore, 

was pufhed on with the utmofr vigour; and, after long 

and folemn preparations, was brought to a final_ ilfue. 

tFdfforu"& lMMEDIAT f.LY after Strafford was fequeftered from 

i.tl. parliament, and confined in the Tower, a committee of 
thirteen was chofen by the loVVlCr houfe, and entrufted 

with the office of preparing a charge againft him. Thefe,. 

joined to a fmall committee of lords, were ':'e{led with 

authority to examine all witndfes, to call for every paper, 

and to ufe any means of fcrutiny, with regard to any 

J>art of the earl's behaviour and conduCt m. After fo ge
neral and unbounded an inq uifition, exercifed by fuch 

powerful and jmplacable enemies; a man mufr have been 

very cautious or very innocent, not to afford, during 

the wh o!e courfe of his life,_ fame matter of accufatioR 
agai nfr him. . 

THIS committee, by direCtion from both houfes, took 

an oath of iecrecy; a praCtice very unufual, and which 

gave them the appearance of confpirators, more than mi

rufrers of jufi:ice n. But the intention of this firiClnefs. 

m Clarendon, vol, i. p. 192.• 1l Whitlocke_, p. 37• 
was 
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as to render it more difficult for the earl to elude their C H A P. 
c h" · 11. ·fi · LIV. fearch, or prepare 10r 1s JUn:l cation. '-...r--J 

APPLICATION was made to the king, that he would 164°· 

allow this committee to examine privy-counfellors with 
tegard to opinions delivered at the board : A conceffion 

which Charles unwarily made, and which thenceforth 

banifhed all mutual confidence from the deliberations of 

council ; where every man is fuppofed to have entire 
freedom, without fear of future punithment or enquiry, 

of propofing any expedient, q uefiioning any opinion, or 

fupporting any argument 0 • 

SIR George Ratcliffe, the earl's intimate friend and 

confident, was accufed of high treafon, fent for from Ire

land, and committed to clofe cufiody. As no charge 
ever appeared ot was profecuted againfr him, it is impof

fible to give a more charitable interpretation to this mea

fure, than that the commons thereby intended to deprive 
Strafford, in his prefent difirefs, of the affiftance of his 

befr friend, who was moft enabled, by his tefl:imony, to 

juftify the innocence of his patron's conduCt and beha .. 

viour P. 

WHEN intelligence arrived in Ireland of the plans laid 
for Straftord's ruin, the Irifh houfe of commons, though 
they had very lately beftowed ample praifes on his admi

niftration, entered into all the violent counfels againft 

him, and prepared a reprefentation of the miferable ftate, 
into which, by his mifconduct, they fuppofed the king

dom to be fallen. They fent over a committee to Lon

don, to affifi: in the profecution of their unfortunate 

governor; and by intimations from this committee, who 
entered into clofe confederacy with the popular leaders in 

EnglanJ, was every meafure of the Irifu parliament go
verned and ditctled. Impeachments, which were never 
profecuted, w.ere. carried up againfr Sir Richard Bolton 

• Clarendon, vol. i, P• 19J• P Idem, vol. i, p. :u4. 

the 
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c H A P. the chancellor, Sir Gerard Louther chief jufiice, and 
~ Bramhall bifl1op of Derry q. This frep, which was an 

:x64o. exact counterpart to the proceedings in England, ferved 
alfo the fame purpofes: It deprived the king of the mini
frers whom he moft trufied ; it difcouraged and terrified 
all the other minifi:ers; and it prevented thofe perfons, 
who were beft acquainted with Stratford's counfels, from 
giving evidence in his favour before the Engli!h parlia· 

ment. 

t64 r.. THE biihops, being forbidden by the anc1ent canons 
to affift in trials for life, and being unwilling, by any op
pofition, to irritate the commons, who were already much 
prejudiced againfl: them, thought proper, of themfelves, 
to withdraw r. 'The commons alfo voted, that the new.: 
created peers ought to have no voice in this trial; becaufe 
the accufation being agreed to, while they were com
moners, their confent to it was implied with that of all 
the commons of England. Notwithfianding this deci

fion, which was meant only to deprive Strafford of fo 
many friends, lord Seymour, and fome others, frill con
tinued to keep their feat ; nor was their right to it an] 
farther q ueftioned s. 

To befiow the greater folemnity on this important 
trial, fcaffolds were ereCted in \Vefl:minfrer-hall; where 
both houfes fat, the one as accufers, the other as judges. 
Befides the chair of ftate, a clofe gallery was prepared 
for the king and queen, who attended during the whole 
trial t. 

AN accufation, carried on by the united effort of three 
kingdoms, againfl one man, unprotected by power, un
affifled by council, difcountenanced by authority, was 

q Rufh. vol. v, p. ~14. 
s Idem, ibid. 

May, p. go, 

r Cl;: rend on, vol. i, p. z 16. 
t Whitlo.cke, p. 40, Rufh. vol. iv, P· 41. 

likely 
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1i ··eiy to prove a very unequal contefl:: Yet fuch wereC H A P. 
. . LlV. 

the capacity, genius, prefence of mind, d1fplayed by th1s ~.--...~ 

magnanimous ftatefman, that, while argument and rea- 1641
• 

fon and law had any place, he obtained an undifputed 

victory. And he perilhed at lafi:, overwhelmed ~nd frill 

unfubdued, by the open violence of his fierce and unre-

lenting antagonifi:s. 

THE articles of impeachment a~infi: Strafford are Mar~h g,~_. 
twenty-eight in number; and regard his conduct, as 

prefident of the council of York, as deputy or lieutenant 

of Ireland, and as coun fell or or commander in England. 

But though four months were employed by the managers 

in framing the accufation, and all Strafford's anfwer.s 

were extemporary; it appears from comparifon, not only 

that he was free from the crime of treafon, of which 

there is not the leafi: appearance, but that his conduct, 

making allowance for human infirmities, expofed to fuch 

fevere fcrutiny, was innocent, and even laudable. 

THE powers of the northern council, while he was 

prefident, had been extended, by the king's infi:ructions, 

beyond what formerly had been praB:ifed; But that court 

being, at firfr, infiituted by a firetch of royal preroga

tive, it had been ufual for the prince to vary his infhuc

tions; and the largefr authority, committed to it, was 

altogether as legal as the mofi moderate and mofl: limited. 

Nor was it reafonable to conclude, that Strafford had 

ufed any art to procure thofe extenfivc powers; fi.nce he 

never once fat as prefident, or exercifed one act of jurif

<litlion, after he was invcfied with the authority fo much 

complained of u. 

IN the government of Ireland, his adminiflration had 

been equally promotive of his mafier's intereft, and that 

of the fubjects committed to his care. A large debt he 

had paid off: He had left a con1~derable fum in the ex-

• Rulh worth, vol. iv. p. 14) . 

chequer: 
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CH A P.chequer: The revenue, which never before an\.vered 
LIV. f . 
~the charges o government, was now ratfed to b< equal 

:t641. to them w. A fmall fl:anding army, formerly kept in nd 

order, was augmented, and was governed by exa:.1: dif
cipline: And a great force was there raifed and pad, for 
the fupport of the king's authority againft the S:ottiili 
eovenanters. · 

INDUSTRY, and all the arts of peace, wer& intr•duced 
among that rude people : The ihipping of the ki1gdom 
augmented a hundred fold x: The cufioms triple~ up:)J'i 
the fame rates r: The exports double in value to ne im· 
ports: 11anufa6lures, particularly that of linen, intra;. 
duced and promoted z. Agriculture, by means of the 
Englifh and ScottHh plantations, gradually adva1cing: 
The proteftant religion encouraged, without the plffecu
tion or difcontent of the catholics. 

THE fprings of authority he had enforced vithouf 
overfiraining them. Difcretionary acts of jurifdetion, 
indeed, he had often exerted, by holding courts-nartial, 
billetting foldiers, deciding caufes upon paper-peitions 
before the council, iffuing proclamations, and purilhing 
their infraction. But difcretionary authority, duri1g that 
age, was ufually exercifed even in England. In 1rland; 
it wa:; frill more requifite1 among a rude people, IJt yet 
thoroughly fubdued, averfe to the religion and rn.nners 
of their conquerors, ready on all occafions to relape into 
r.ebellion and diforder. While the managers of th<com
mons demanded, every mornent1 that the deputy'~ con• 
duCt ihould be examined by the line of rigid lav and 
fevere principles 1 he appealed frill to the praCliceof all 
former deputies, and to the uncontroulable neceiity of 
llis fituation. 

w Ruib. vol, iv • .P• uo. 247• Warwick, p. Il5• :~~; \J'alfon, 
vol. ii. P·45• Y R~th. vol. iv, p, 1:14. • z Warwick,p. Its, 

1 So 
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Se great was his art of managing elections, and b1.- C I-t A P. 

LIV. 
lancing parties, that he had engaged the Irifh parliament.__._,--~ 
to V<te whatever was neceffary, both for the payment of 164h 

form~r debts, and for fupport of the new-levied army; . 
nor ~ad he ever been reduced to the illegal ex ped ien ts 

practifed in England, for the fupply of public neceffities. 
No mputation of rapacity could jufrly lie againft his 
admhiftration. Some infiances of imperious expreffions 
and even actions may be met with. The cafe of lord 
Mountnorris, of all thofe which were collected with fo 
mud indufiry, is the moft flagrant and the lcaft excu .. 
fable 

IT had been reported at the table of lord chancellor 
I.,oft~s, that Anne!ley, one of the deputy's attendants, 
in m)Ving a fiool, had forely hurt his mailer's foot, who 

was lt that time affiiCled with the gout. Perhaps, faid 
Mountnorris, who was prefent at table, it was done in 
rever.ge of that public affront which my lord deputy formerly 
put z.pon him: BuT HE HAS A BROTHER, WHO W OUI.D 

NOT HAVE TA KEN SUCH A REVENGE. This cafua1 

and feeming1y innocent, at leaft ambiguous, expreffion, 

was reported to Strafford ; who, on pretence that fuch a 
fuggdtion might prompt Annefley to avenge himfelf in 
anot:1er manner, ordered Mountnorris, who was an 

officer, to be tried by a court-martial for mutiny and fedi ... 
tion againfi his general. The court, which confifred of 
the chief officers of the army, found the crime to be ea~ 
pital, and condemned that nobleman to lofe his head a. 

IN vain did Stratford plead in his own defence againil: 
this ucicle of impeachment, that the fentence of Mount• 
norris was the deed, and that too unanimous, of the 

cour:, not the aa of the deputy; that he fpake not to a 
member of the court, nor voted in the caufe, but fat un

cove·ed as a party, and then immediately wit.hdrew, to 

a RuJ11o vol. iv, p. 187. 

VoL. VI, Dd leave 
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c ~l~.P leave them to their freedom; that fenfible of the iniquity 

~of the fcntence, he procured his majefiy's free pardon to 
16·P· l\1ountnorris; and that he did not even keep that noble

man a moment ir1 fufpence with regard to his fate, but 

in!l:antly told him, that he himfelf would fooner lofe his 

right hand than execute fuch a fentence, nor was his 

lordiliip's life in any danger. In vain did Strafford's 

friends add, as a further apology, that Mountnorris was 

a man of an infamous character, who paid court, by the 

loweft adulation, to all deputies, while prefent; and 

' blackened their charaCler, by the vileil: calumnies, when 

recalled: And that Stratford, expeCting like treatment, 

had ufed this expedient for no other purpofe than to fub .. 

due the petulant fpirit of the man. Thefe excufes alle

viate the guilt; but there frill remains enough to prove, 

that the mind of the deputy, though great and firm, had 

been not a little debauched by the riot of abfolute power, 

and uncontrouled authority. 
WHEN Strafford was called over to England, he found 

every thing falling into fuch confufion, by the open re
bellion of the Scots, and the fecret difcontents of the 

Englifh, tbat, if he had counfelled or executed any violent 

rneafure, he might perhaps have been able to apologize 

for his conducr, from the great lavr of neceffity, which 

admits not, while the neceffity is extreme, of any fcruple, 

ceremony, or delay b. But in faB:, no illegal advice or 

adion was proved againfl: him; and the whole amount of 

his guilt, during this period, was fome peevi.lh, or at 

moft imperious cxpreffions, which, amidft fuch defperat~ 

extremities, and during a bad ftate of health, had unhap

pily fallen from him. 

IF Strafford 7S apology was, in the main, fo fatisfac

tory, when he pleaded to each particular article of the 

charge, his viCtory was frill more decifive, when he 

b Ruth~ vol, iv, S.S9• 
brought 
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brought the whole together, and repelled the imputation c H A P. 

of treafon; the crime which the commons would infer~ 
from the full view of his condutl: and behaviour. Of all 164r. 

fpecies of guilt, the law of England had, with the mofr 
fcrupulous exaCl:nefs, defined that of treafon; becaufe on 
that fide it was found moft neceffary to protect the fub-
jeCl: againft the violence of the king and of his minifters. 
In the famous fiatute of Edward Ill. all the kinds of 
treafon are enumerated, and every other crime, befides 
fuch as are there exprefsly mentioned, is carefully ex-
cluded from that appellation. But with regard to this 
guilt, .An endeavour to fubvert the fundammtal laws, the 
ftatute of treafons is totally filent: And arbitrarily to in-
troduce it into the fatal catalogue, is itfelf a fubverfion 
of all law; and, under colour of defending liberty, re-
verfes a fiatute the befl: calculated for the fecurity of 

liberty, that had ever been enaCl:ed by an Engli!h par-
liament. 

As this fpecies of treafon, difcovered by the commons, 
is entirely new and unknown to the laws; fo is the fpe
cies of proof, by which they pretend to fix that guilt 
upon the prifoner. They have invented a kind of accu
mulative or co'!firullive evidence, by which many aB:ions 
either totally innocent in themfelves, or criminal in a 
much inferior degree, {hall, when united, amount to 
treafon, and fubjeB: the perfon to the higheft penalties 
inflitl:ed by the law. A hafty and unguarded word, a 
rafh and paffionate action, affified by the malevolent fancy 
of the accufer, and tortured by doubtful confirutl:ions, 
is tranfmuted into the deepeft guilt; and the lives and 
fortunes of the whole nation, no longer protetl:ed by 
juftice, are fubjeCl:ed to arbitrary will and pleafure. 

" WHERE has this fpecies of guilt lain fo long 
" concealed!" faid Strafford in conclufion: " \Vhcre 
" has this fire been fo long buried, during fo many cen-

D cl 2 ~: turies, 
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c H A P." turies, that no fmoke ihould appear, till it budl: out 
LIV, . 

'---v--'" at once, to confume me and my children? Better tt 
16+'• " were to live under no law at alJ, and by the maxims 

" of cautious prudence, to conform ourfelves the befl: 
" we can, to the arbitrary will of a mafier; than fancy 
" we have a law on which we can rely, and find at lafi, 
" that this l<tw £hall infliCl a punifhment precedent to 
" the promulgation, aad try us by maxims unheard of 
" till the very moment of the profecution. If I fail on 
c' the Thames, and fplit my veifel on an anchor; in cafe 
" there be no buoy to give warning, the party fhall pay 
" me damage~: But, if the anchor be marked out, then 
" is the {hiking on it at my own peril. Where is the 
" mark fet upon this crime? Where the token by which 
" I iliould J ifcover it? It has lain concealed, under 
" water; and no human prudence, no human innocence, 
" could fave me from the defiruCtion, with which I am 
" at prefent threatened. 

" IT is now full two hundred and forty years fince 
" trea{ons were defined ; and fo long has it been, fince 
" any man was touched to this extent, upon this crime, 
" before myfelf. We have lived, my lords, happily to 
" ourfel ves at home : We have lived glorioufly abroad 
" to the world : Let us be content with what our fathers 
" have left us: Let not our ambition carry us to be more 
'' learned than they were, in thefe killing and deftructive 
" arts. Great wifdom it will be in your lordihips, and 
'' j ufr providence, for yourfelves, for your pofterities, 
'' for the whole kingdom, to cafr from you, into the 
" fire, thefe bloody and myfrerious volumes of arbitrary 
" and confi:ruCtive treafons, as the primitive chrifiians 
'' did their books of curious arts, and betake yourfelves 
'' to the plain letter of the itatute, which tells you where 
" the crime is, and points ou.t to you the path by which 
,, you may a roiJ it. 

"LEl' 
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" LET us not, to our own delhuClion, awake tho(e c H A P. 
" fl . }" b I" LIV. eeptng wns, y ratt 1ng up a company of old records,~ 
" which have lain for fo many ages, by the wall, for- J6.p. 

" gotten and neglected. To all my affiiB:ions, add not 
" this, my lords, the mofi: fevere of any; that I, for my 
" other fins, not for my treafons, b~ the means of intro-
" ducing a precedent, fo pernicious to the laws and 
" liberties of my native country. 

" HoWEVER thefe gentlemen at the bar fay they fpeak 
" for the commonwealth ; and they believe fo : Yet, 
,4; under favour, it is I who, in this pcirticular, fpeak 
'' for the commonwealth. Precedents, like tho(e which 
" are endeavoured to be efi:ablilhed againft me, muft 
~' draw along fuch inconveniences and miferies, that, 
~ in a few years, the kingdom will be in the condition 
"exprdfed in a fiatute of Henry IV.; and no man fhall 
" know by what rule to govern his words and aB:ions. 

" IMPOSE not, my lords, difficulties infurmountable 
~' upon minifrers of frate, nor difable them from ferving 
" with chearfulnefs their king and country. If you ex
" amine them, and under fuch fevere penalties, by every 
H grain, by every little weight; the fcrutiny will be ii~· 
'' tolerable. The public affairs of the kingdom mufr be 
" left wafie; and no wife man, who has any honour er 
" fortune to lofe, will ever engage himfelf in fuch dread
'' ful, fuch unknown perils. 

~' MY lon1s, I have now troubled your lordthips 4 

" great deal longer thap I lhould have done, Were it 
,, not for the interefi: of thefe pledges, which a faint in 
" heaven, left me, I !hould be loth"- Here he pointed to 
his childrep, and his weeping flopped him.-" \Vhat I 
"' forfeit for myfelf, it is nothing: But, I conftfs, that 
H my indifcretion fhould forfeit for them, it wounds me 
~\ yery dee.ply. You will be pleafed to pardon my infir-

l) d 3 .'~ mity ~ 
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c H A P. " mity: Something I fhould have faid; but I fee I fhall 
~ '' not be able, and therefore I !hall leave it. , · ~ 
- 1641• ''"AND now, my lords, I thank God, I have been, 

" by his b1effing, fufficiently infl:ruCl:ed in the extrem~ 
" vanity of all temporary enjoyments, compared to the 
'' importance of our eternal duration. And fo, my 
" lords, even fo, with all humility, and with all tran
" quillity of rr.i!1d, I fubmit, clearly and freely, to your 

"j udgme:1ts : And whether that righteous doom fuall be 
" to life or cleath, I ihall repofe myfelf, full of gratitude 
" and confidence, in the arms of the great Author of my 
" exifi:ence c." 

CER TA It-- LY, fays Whitlocke d with his ufual candor, 
ne1.1er any man aEled Juch a part, on Juch a tbcatre, with 
more n.ijdom, conjlancy, and eloquence, with greater reafon, 

judgment, and temper, and with a hetter grace in all his 
uords and aElions, than did tbis great and excellent perfon; 
and he moved tbe hearts of all his auditors, fame few excepted, 

to remorfe and pity. It is remarkable, that the hifiorian, 
who expre!fes himfelf in thefe terms, was himfelf chair· 
man of that committee, which conduCted the impeach· 
ment againfi this unfortunate fratefman. The accufation 
and defence lafl:ed eighteen days. The managers divided 
the feveral articles among them, and attacked the prifoner 
with all the weight of authority, with all the vehemence 
of rhetoric, with all the accuracy of long preparation. 
Strafford was obliged to fpeak with deference and referve 
towards his mofi inveterate enemies, the commons, the 
Scottifh nation, and the Irifh parliament. He took only 
a very fhort time, on each article, to recolleCt himfelf: 
Yet he alone, without affifbnce, mixing modefty and 
humility with firmnefs and vigour, made fuch a defence 

c Ruth. vol. iv, p. 6 59, &e. cl Page 41. 
that 
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that the commons faw it impoffible, by a legal profecu- c H A P 
. b . r. • 11. h. LIV. twn, ever too tam a 1entence agamu 1m. ~ 

BuT the death of Strafford was too important a fhoke 164'• 

of party to be left unattempted by any expedient, how-

ever extraordinary. Befides the great genius and autho .. 
rity of that min~fi:er, he had threatened fome of the 
popular leaders with an impeachment; and, had he not, 

himfelf, been fuddenly prevented by the impeachment of 

the commons, he had, that very day, it was thought, ' 

charged Pym, Hambden, and others, with treafon, for 
having invited the Scots to invade England. A bill of 

attainder was therefore brought into the lower houfe im

mediately after finilhing thefe pleadings; and pre.paratory 
to it, a new proof of the earl's guilt was produced, in 
order to remove fuch fcruples as might be entertained 

with regard to a method of proceeding fo unufual and 

irregular. 
SrR Henry Vane, fecretary, had taken fomc notes 

of a debate in council, after the diffolution of the lait 

parliament; and being at a difrance, he had fent the 
keys of his cabinet, as was pretended, to his fon, Sir 

Henry, in order to fearch for fome papers, which were 

neceffary for completing a marriage-fettlement. Young 

Vane, falling upon this paper of notes, deemed the 

matter of the utmoft importance; and immediately com

municated it to Pym, who now produced the paper befor~ 
the houfe of commons. The queftion before the council 

was : Offenjive or defmjive war with the Scots, The king 
propofes this difficulty, " But how can I unqerttJ.ke offen

" five war, if I have no more money ?H The anfwer 

afcribed to S trafford was in thefe words : " Borrow of 

" the city a hundred thoufand pounds; Go on vigorouDy 

" to levy lhip-money. Your majefty havin~ tried the 
" affeCtions of your people, you are abfolvcd and loofe 

f' from all rules of government, and may do what power 

P cl t ~' wUl 
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c H A P." will admit. Your rnajelty, having tried all wayS', 
~"{hall be acquitted before God and man. And yoll 

1~41. " have an army in Ireland, which you may emp)oy to 
" reduce THIS kingdom to obedience: For I am confi
'' dent the Scots cannot hold out five months." There 
followed fame counfels of Laud and Cottington equally 
violent, with regard to the king's being abfolved from all 
rules of government~. 

THIS paper, with ail the circumfbnces of its difcovery 
and communication, was pretended to be equivalent o 
two witnefTes, and to be an unanfwerable proof of thofe 
pernicious counfels of Strafford, which tended to the 
fubvedion of the laws and confiitution. It was replied 
by Strafford and his friends, That old Vane was his mofi: 
inveterate and declared enemy; and if the fecretary him
fel f, as W:!S by far mofi probable, had willingly delivered 
to his fon this paper of notes, to be communicated t() 

Pym, this implied fuch a breach of oaths and of trufi as 
rendered him totally unworthy of a11 credit. That the 
ft.cretary's depofition was at firfi exceedingly dubious: 
Upon two examinations, he could not remember any fuc~ 
words ; Even the third time, his tefiimony was not po
fitive, but imported only, that Strafford had fpoken fuch 
9r fuch-like words: And words may be very like in 
found, and differ much in fenfe; nor ought the lives of 
men to depend upon grammatical criticifms of any expref
fions, much lefs of thofe which had been delivered by the 
fpeaker without premeditation, and committed by the 
11carer, for any time, however lhort, to the uncertain 
record of memory. That, in the prefent c<;tfe, changing 
This kingd()m into That kingd()m, a very flight alteration! 
the earl's difcourfe could regard nothing but Scotland, 
~nd implies no advice unworthy of an Englith counfellor. 

e Clar ~jon~ vol. i. p. ~2 3.' :z.~S· 230, ~c. 
P: ~3· 

That 



CHARLES I. 

That even retaining the expreffion, Thls kingdom, the C H A P. 
LIV. 

words may fairly be underfiood of Scotland, which alone~ 
-was the kingdom that the debate regarded, and which 164 1• 

alone had thrown off allegiance, and could be reduced tO 

obedience. That it could be proved, as well by the 
evidence of all the king's minifiers, as by the known dif-

pofition of the forces, that the intention never was to 
land the Irifh army in England, but in Scotland. That 

of fix other counfellors prcfent, Laud and Windebank 
could give no evidence; Northumberland, Hamilton, 

Cottington, ar.d J u~on, could recolleCl: no fucb expref-
fion; and the advice was too remarkable to be eafily 

forgotten. That it was no-wife probable fuch a dcfperate 
counfe1 would be openly delivered at the board, and be-
fore Northumberland, a perfon of that high rank, and 
whofe attachments to the court were fo much weaker 
than his connections with the country. That though 
Northumberland, and he alone, had recolleCl:cd fome 
fuch expreffion, as that Of being aljolved from rules of go
vermnent; yet, in fuch dcfperate extremities as thofe into 
which the king and kin6dom were then fallen, a maxim 
of that nature, allowing it to be delivered by Stralford, 

may be defended, upon principles the mofr favourable to 
law and liberty. And that nothing could be more ini-
quitous, than to extraCl: an accufation of treafon from an 
opinion flmply propofed at the council-table; where all 
freedom of debate ought to be permitted, and where it 
was not unufual for the members, in order to draw forth 
the fentiments of others, to propofe counfels very remote 
from their own fecret advice and judgment f. 

THE evidence of Secretary Vane, though expofed to 'R~ll of at-
tatnder. fuch unfurmountable objections, was the real caufe of 

Strafford's unhappy fate; and made the bill of attainder 

pafs th~ commons with no greater oppofition than that of 

! Rufhworth, vol. iv. p. s~o. 
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c H A P.fifty-nine diffenting votes. But there remained two other 
~ branches of the legiilature, the king and the lords, whofe 

1641• affent was requifite; and thefe, if left to their free judg
ment, it was eafily forefeen, would rejeCt the bill without 
fcruple or deliberation. To overcome this difficulty, 

the popular leaders employed expedients, for which they 
were beholden, partly to their own induftry, partly to 
the indifcrction of their adverfaries. 

NExT Sunday after the bill paffed the commons, the 
puritanical pulpits refoundcd with declamations concern
ing the neceffity of executing j ufiice upon great delin· 
q uents g. The populace took the alarm. About fix 
thoufand men, armed with fwords and cudgels, flocked 

from the city, and furrounded the houfes of parliament h. 

The names of the fifty·nine commoners, who had voted 
againfl: the bill of attainder, were pofied up under the 
title of Straffordians, and bttrayers of their country. Thefe 
were expofed to all the infults of the ungovernable mul
titude. \Vhen any of the lords paffed, the cry for Jujlice 
againft Strafford refounded in their ears : And fuch as 

were fufpeCled of friendlhip to that obnoxious rninifter, 
were fure to meet with menaces, not unaccompanied with 

fymptoms of the moft defperate refolutions in the furious 
populace i. 

CoMPLAINTS in the houfe of commons being mzde 
againfl: thefe violc;!nces as the moft flagrant breach of pri· 
vilege, the ruling members, by their affeCted coolnefs 

and indifference, fhowed plainly, that the l>opular tu· 
rnults were not difagreeable to them IC. But a new dif· 
covery, made about this time, ferved to throw every 
thing into frill greater flame and combuftion. 
. Some principal officqs, Piercy, Jermyn~ ONeale,. 

Goring, WUmot, Pollard, Ailibur~ham~ partly attach«! 

r; Whitlocke, p. 43• h Idem ibid~ 

p. 23z~ ~56. .f-.uih. vol. v. p. ~48, I:z.7~· 

i C!arer.don, vol. i. 
k Whi\l?cke~ ut fupra, 

'Ill 
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to the court~ partly clifgufi:ed with the parliament, had C H A P. uv. 
formed a plan of engaging into the king's fervice the ~ 
Englifh army, whom they obferved to be difpleafed at 16 41• 

fome marks of preference given by the commons to the 
Scots. For this purp~fe, they entered into an afrocia-
tion, took an oath of fecrecy, and kept a clofe corre
fpondence with fome of the king's fervants. The form of 

a petition to the king and parliament was concerted ; and 
it was intended to get this petition fubfcribed by the 
2rmy. The petitioners there reprefent the great and un
exampled conceffions made by the king for the fecurity 
of public peace and liberty; the endlefs demands of cer-
tain infatiable and turbulent fpirits, whom nothing lefs 
will content than a total fubverfion of the ancient confri-
tution; the frequent tumults which thefe faCtious mal- . 
contents had excited, and which endangered the liberty 
of parliament. To prevent thefe mifchiefs, the army 
offered to come up and guard that afrembly. " So £hall 
" the nation,'' as they exprefs themfelves in the con-
clufion, " not only be vindicated from preceding inno-
~' vations, but be fecured from the future, which are 
" threatened, apd which are likely to produce more clan-
" gerous effeCt~ than the former I." The draught of 
this petition being conveyed to the king, he was prevailed 
on, fomewhat imprudently, to counterfign it himfelf as 
a mark of his app;obation. But as feveral difficulties oc-
curred, the projeCt was laid afide two m~nths before any 
public difcovery was made of it. 

IT was Goring who betrayed the fecrct to the popular 
leaders. The alarm may eafily be imagined, which this 
intelligence conveyed. Petitions from the milit::try to the 
civil power are always looked on as dif.suifed, or rather 
undifguifed commands ; and are of a nature widely dif
ferent from petitions prefented by any oth.er rank of men. 

. . \ ~ 

1 Clarendon, vol. i. p. '-47• Whltlocke, p, 43• 

Pym 
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c H A P. Pym opened the matter in the houfe m. On the firfi inti .. 
~ matron of a difcovery, Piercy concealed himfelf, and 

J64•· Jermyn withdrew beyond fea. This farther confirmed 
the fufpicion of a dangerous confpiracy. Goring deli. 
vered his evidence before the houfe : Piercy wrote a letter 
to his brother, Northumberland, confeffing moll of the 

particulars ". Both their tefi:imonies agree with regard 
to the oath of fecrecy; and as this circumfi:ance had been 
denied by Pollard, Aihburnham, and Wilmot, in all 
their examinations, it was regarded as a new proof of 
fome defperate refol utions, which had been taken. 

To convey more quickly the terror and indignation at 
this plot, the commons voted, that a protefiation ihould 
be figned by all the members. It was fent up to the 
lords, and figned by a1l of them, except Southampton 
and Robarts. Orders were given by the commons alone, 
without other authority, that it :lhould be fubfcribed by 
the whole nation. The protefiation was in itfelf very 
inoffenfive, even inlignificant ; and contained nothing 
but general declarations, that the fu bfcribers would de
fend their religion and liberties 0 • But it tended to en
creafe the popular panic, and intimated, what was more 
exprefsly declared in the preamble, that thefc bleffings 
were now expofed to the utmofi: peril. 

ALARMS were every day given of new confpiracies P: 

ln Lancaihire, great multitudes of papifis were af
fembling: Secret meetings were held by them in caves 
and under-ground in Surrey: They had entered into a 
plot to blow up the river with gun-powder, in order to 
drown the city 'l: Provifions of arms were making beyond 
fea: Sometimes France, fometimes Denmark, was form
ing defigns ag"infi the kingdom: And the populace, whq 

m Rufll. vol. y, p. 240. ~ I.l~m, ibid. p. 25)• 
o Clarendon, vol. i. p. ~51. Rul11, vol, y, p. 2.41, Warwick, p. Il?:), 

P Dugdale, P• 6~. ffanklyn, p. ~:;1, 'l Sif Edw. Walker, p. 349• 
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1l'. 2re always terrified with prefent, and enraged with diftant C H A P. 

li,t dangers, were Hill farther animated in their demands of~ 
j ufi:ice againfl the unfortunate Strafford. 1641·. 

THE king came to the houfe of lords: And though he 
expreffed his refolution, for which he offered them any 
fecurity, never again to employ Strafford in any branch 

rr:: of public bufinefs; he profeffed himfelf totally di!fatisfied 
~: with regard to the circumftance of treafon, and on that 

account declared his difficulty in giving his affent to the 
bill of attainder r. The commons took fire, and voted it 
a breach of privilege for the king to take notice of any 
bill depending before the houfes. Charles did not per
ceive that his attachment to Strafford was the chief mo

tive for the bill ; and that, the greater proofs he gave of 

anxious concern for this minificr, the more inevitable did 
he render his ddhuB:ion. 

ABoUT eighty peers had confiantly attended Strafford's 
trial ; but fuch apprehenflons were entertained on account . 
of the popular tumults, that only forty-five were prefent 
when the bill of attainder was brought into the houfe. 
Yet of thefe, nineteen had the courage to vote againfi: 
it •. A certain proof, that, if entire freedom had been 

allowed, the bill had been rejected by a great majority. 

IN carrying up the bill to the lords, St. John, the 
folicitor-general, advanced two topics, well fuited to the 
fury of the times; that, though the tefiimony again!l: 
Strafford were not clear, yet, in this way of bill, private 
fatisfaCl:ion to each man's confcience was fufficient, even 
1hould no evidence at all be produced; and that the earl 
had no title to plead law, becaufe he had broken the 
law. It is true, a~ded he, we give law to hares and 
deer; for they are beafis of chace. But it was never 
accounted either cruel or unfair to de!lroy foxes or 

r Rulhworth, vel, v. p. 239. s Whi.lockE>, P• H• 

wolves, 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAiN. 

c H A P. wolves1 where-ever they can be found; for they are beafts 
LIV. f . t 
~o prey. 

1641. AFTER popular violence had prevailed over the lords, 

the fame battery was next applied to force the king's 

affcnt. The populace Rocked about \Vhitehall, and ac

companied their demand of jufiice with the loudefl: cla
mours and mofl: open menaces. Rumours of confpiracies 

againfr the parliament were anew fpread abroad: lnvafions 

and infurrections talked of: And the whole nation was 

raifed into fuch a ferment, as threatened fome great and 

imminent convulfion. On which-ever fide the king caft 
his eyes, he faw no refource or fecurity. All his fervants, 

confulting their own fafety, rather than their mafl:er's ho

nour, declined interpofing with their advice between him 

and his parliament. The queen, terrified with the ap

pearance of fo mighty a danger, and bearing formerly no 

good will to Strafford, was in tears, and preffed him to 

fatisfy h:s people in this demand, which, it was hoped, 
would finally content them. J uxon alone, whofe courage 

was not inferior to his other virtues, ventured to advife 

him, if, in his confcience, he did not approve of the bill, 

by no means to a!fent to it u. 

STRAFFORD, hearing of Charles's irrefolution and 
anxiety, took a very extraordinary fiep : He wrote a let· 

ter, in which he entreated the king, for the fake of pub. 

lie peace, to put an end to his unfortunate, however 

innocent, life, and to quiet the tumultuous people by 
granting them the requefi, for which they were fo im· 

portunate w. '' In this," added he, " my confent will 
" more acquit you to God than all the world can do be
" fides. To a willing man there is no injury. And as, 

'' by God's grace, I forgive all the world with a calm· 

" nefs and meekncfs, of infinite contentment to my 
t Clarendon, vol. i. p. z~t.· 

" Clar· ndcn, VJ}, i. p. £58. 
u Ibid. p. ~57• Warwick, p. 160. 

Rulh, vol, v. p. 251o 

~= diflodging 
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11 diflodging foul; fo, Sir, to you, 1 can refign the life C H A P. 

" of this world with all imaginable chearfulnefs, in the~ 
" jufr acknowledgment of your exceeding favours." x64x. 

t; Perhaps, Strafford hoped, that this unufual infiance of 
generofity would engage the king frill more fhenuoufly to 
proteCl: him: Perhaps he gave his life for loft; and 

~ finding himfelf in the hands of his enemies, and obferv
ing that Balfour, the lieutenant of the Tower, was de· 
voted to the popular party x; he abfolutcly defpaired of 
ever cfcaping the multiplied dangers, with which he was 
every way environed. We might afcribe this frcp to a 
noble effort of difinterefi:ednefs, not unworthy the great 
mind of Strafford; if the meafure which he advifed had 
not been, in the event, as pernicious to his mafier, as it 
was immediately fatal to himfclf r. 

AFTER the moll: violent anxiety and doubt, Charles at 
lafi granted a commiffion to four noblemen to give the 
royal affent, in his name, to the bill: Flattering himfelf, 
probably, in this extremity of difirefs, that, as neither 
his will confented to the deed, nor was his hand imme
diately eng:tged in it, he was the more free from all the 
guilt which attended it. Thefe commiffioners he em
powered, at the fame time, to give his aifent to the bill 
which rendered the parliament perpetual. 

THE commons, from policy, rather than neceffity, had 
embraced the expedient of paying the two armies by bor
rowing money from the city ; and thefe loans they had 
repaid afterwards by taxes levied upon the peop~e. The 
citizens, either of themfelves or by fuggefi:ion, began to 
fiart difficulties, with regard to a farther Joan which was 
demanded. We make no fcruple of trufiing the parlia-
ment, faid they, were we certain, that the parliament were 
to continue till our repayment. But, in the prefent pre .. 

x Whitlocke, p. 44• FrankJ.rn, p. !96. 
the end of the volume. 

Y See note [AA] at 

carious 
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c H A P. c1rious fituation of dfairs, what fecurity can be given us-
LIV. s:: ? I f b . . I . b" n· '----v- ,or our money. n pretence o o viatiOg t us o ~e~.:.lion, 

1[4r. a bill was fuddenly brought into the houfc, and palled 

with gre~t unanimity and rapidity, that the parliament 

:lh .:m1d not b~ diffQ]ved, prorogued, or adjourned, without 

their 0\'\'n confent. It was hurried in like manner 

through the houfe of peers; and was infiantly carried to 

t'1e king f?r his afient. Charles, in the agony of grief, 

!hame, and remorfe, for Strafford's doom, perceived not 

. that this other bill was of frill more fatal confequence to 

his authority ; anJ rendned the power of his enemies 

perpetual, as it was already uncontrou1ablc z. In com

parifon of the bill o_. attainder, by which he deemed him

fdf an accomplice i1 his fr~cnd's murder, this conceffion 

made no figure in his eyes~: A circumfiance, which, if 

it leffen our idea of his refolution or penetration, ferves 

to prove the integri:y of his heart, and the goodnefs of 

his difpofition. It is indeed certain, that frrong com

punB:ion for his confent to Strafrord's execution attended 

this unfortunate prince during the remainder of his life: 

and even at his owtt fatal end, the memory of this guilt, 

with great farrow a~d remorfe, recurred upon him. All 
men were (o fenfible of the extreme violence which was 

done him, that he fJ!fercd the leCs, both in charatl:er and 
interefi, from this unhappy meafure; and though he 

abandoned his befi friend, yet was he frill able to pre

ferve, in fome degree, the attachment of all his adherents. 

SECRETARY Carleton \vas fent by the king to inform 

Strafford of the final refolution, which neceffity had ex

torted from him. The earl feemcd furprifed, and, il:art

ing up, exclaimed i11 the words of Scripture, Put not your 

trujt in princes, nor in the fcm of me;1: For in them there is 
no falvation h. He \Vas foon able, however, to col le& hi~ 

z Clarendon, \O}, i. r. z6I, z6z. Rufhworth, vol. v. P• Z64· 

1- ee note l DB .J al th~ en:! of the \dume. b Whitlocke, p. 44• 

courage; 
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tourage ; and ne prepared himfelf to fuffer tl:e fatal C .t-i .o\ P. 
~ 0 } h d . ' . 11 . LJV • • entence. n y t ree ays mterva. was a owed h1m. "--.r---" 
The king, who made a new effort irihis behalf, and fent, 1641. 

by the hands of the young prince, a letter addreffed to 
the peers, in which he entreated therl to confer with the 
commons about a mitigation of Stratford's fentence, 
and begged at leaft for fome delay, was refufcd ih both 
requefls c. 

STRAFFORD, in paffing from his apartment to Tower- Execution 

hill, where the fcaffold was eretled, f:opped under Laud's of Stratford. 

windows, with whom he had long lived in irttimate 
friendlhip; and intreated the affiftance of his prayers, in 

thofe awful moments which were app:oaching: The aged 
primate dilfolved in tears; and havilJ6 pronounced, with 
a broken voice, a tender bleffing on lis departing friend, 
funk into the arms of his attendant; d. Strafford, fiill 
fuperior to his fate, moved on with an elated countenance, 
and with an air even of greater dignitr than what ufually 
attended him. He wanted that confclation, which com• 
monly fupports thofe who perilh by de ftroke of injufrice 
and oppreffion: He was not buoyed 11p by glory, nor by 
the affectionate compaffion of the f)ectators : Yet his 
mind, erect and undaunted, found relources within itfelf; 
and maintairred its unbroken refolutio1, amidft the terrors 
of death, and the triumphant exultations of his mifguided 
enemies. His difcourfe on the fcaffdd was full of de-
cency and courage. " He feared/' he faid, " that the 
" omen was bad for the intended refo:matiort of the ftate, 
,, that it commenced with the 1hdding of innocent 
" blood." Having oid a lafr adieu to liis brother and 
friends who attended him; and having fent a bleffing to 
his nearer relations who were abfent; " And now," faid 
he, " I have nig~ done ! One firoke will make my wife 
'' a widow, my dear children fatherlefs~ deprive my poor 

c Ruth. vol. v. P• ~6s• d Nalion, rol, ii. P• 198, 

VoL. VI. E e fervants 
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c H A P." fcrvants of their indulgent mafl:er, and feparate me 
LlV, , 
~" from my affectionate brother and all my friends! But 

1 64 1
• " let God be to you and them all in all !" Going to dif

robe, and prepare himfelf for the block, " I thank God," 

faid be, " that I am nowife afraid of death, nor am 

" daunted with any terrors ; but do as chearfully lay 
" down my head at this .time, as ever I did when going 
" to rcpofc !" \Vi th one blow was a period put to his life 
by the executioner e. 

THus peri!hcd, in the 49th year of his age, the earl of 
· Stratford, one of the mofl: eminer!t perfonages that has 

appeared in England. Though his death was loudly de
manded as a fatisfacrion to j uffice, and an atonement for 

the many violations of the confiitution; it may fafely be 

affirmed, that the fentence, by which he fell, was an 
enormity greater than the woril: of thofe, which his im
placa~le enemies profecuted with fo much cruel indufiry. 

The people, in their rage, had totally mifiaken the pro

per objeB: of their refentment. All the neceffities, or, 

more properly fpeaking, the difficulties, by which the 

king had been induced to ufe violent expedients for raif

ing fupply, were the refult of meafures previous to Straf

ford's favour; and if they arofe from ill conduCt, he, at 
leafr, was entirely innocent. Even thofe violent expe

dients themfclves, which occafioned the complaint that 
the conft:itution was fubverted, had been, all of them, 

conducted, fo far as appeared, without his counfel or 

affifiance. And whatever his private advice might be r, 
this falutary maxim he failed not, often and publicly, to 
inculcate in the king's prefence, that, if any inevitable 

ncceffity ever obliged the fovereign to violate the laws, 

e Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 267. 
f That Stratford was fecretly no enemy to arbitrary counrcl•, appears from 

feme of his letters and difpatches, particularly, vol, ii. p. 6o, where he feems 
to wilh that a franding army were eftablilhed, 

thi» 
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this licence ought to be praetifeJ with extreme refen'e, c H A P. 

and, as foon as poffib1e, a juft atonement be made to the ~ 
confiitution, for any injury which it might fufiain from 16+•· 
fuch dangerous precedents g. The firfl: p1r liament after 

the refroration reverfed the bill of att2inder ; and even a 
few weeks after Strafford's execution, this very par] ia-

ment remitted to his children the more fevere confequenccs 

of his fentence: As if confcious of the violence, with 
which the profecution had been conducted. 

IN vain did Charles expect, as a return for fo many 

infiances of unbour.ded compliance, that the parliament 

would at lafi !11ow him fome indulgence, and would cor
dially fall into that unanimity, to wh:c!1, at the expcncc 

of his own power, and of his friend's life, he fo car
ncftly courted the~n. All his C'Jnceffions were poifoned 

by their fufpici0n of his want of cordiality; ~nd the fup
pofed attempt to ena-age the army againH them, fervcd 
with many as a confirmation nf this jeZ!louf.y. It w;:s 
natural for the king to feek fome rcfource, while ~11 the 
world feemed to dt.fert him, or combine againf1: h im; 
and this probably w.:s the utmoft of that embryo-fcheme 
which \-Vas formed with regard to the army. But the 
popular leaders frill infifi:ed, that a defpcrate plot was 
laid to bring up the forces immediately, anJ offer violence 

to the parliament : A dcfign of which Picrcy's eviJencc 

acquits the king, and which the near neighbourhood of 
the Scottifh army feems to render abfolutdy impraCti
cable h. By means, however, of thefe fufpicions, was, 

g Rulhworth, vel, iv. p. 567, 5GS, 5fg, 57c. 
h The project of bringing up the army to London, according to Piercy, wa5 

propofed to thl! king; b,It he r:jetled it as fooli!h: Bc:.::au(c tbe Scots, who 
were in am s, and lying in tbtir neighbourhood, mull: be at LonJon as fuon as 
the Engli.fh army. This reafon is fo folid and convincing, th.1t it l,an•s 110 

room to doubt of the veracity cf Pie1cy's evidence; nnj conf~q·J n.ly acqu:cs 

the king of this terrible plot (•f bring!ng up the ar:ny, which rnaJ.: {uch a 

I'IOife at the time, and was a pretence for fo many violences, 

E e 2 the 
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c H A P. the fame imp1acal:!e fpirit ftill kept alive; and the corn· 
LIV. . . h k' r. • c .n.· · h ~r--' rnons, wtthout gvmg t e mg any .atJs,acllon m t c 
164r . fettlement of his revenue, proceeded to carry their in· 

roads, with great figour, into his now defencelefs prero· 
gative i. 

Hi;;h com- THE two rulin~ paffions of this parliament, were zeal 
mi Hi on and c }' b d fi l h h d b h /hr-d1am- 1 or 1 erty, an ar aver wn to t 1e c urc ; an to ot 
her abclilh· of thefe, nothingcould appear more exceptionable, than 
ed. the court of high commiffion,. whofe infiitution rendered 

it entirely arbitrarr, and affigned to it the defence of the 
ccclefiafiical efiabi!hment. The fiar-chamber alfo was 
a court, which e:erted high difcretionary powers; and 
had no precife rue or limit, either with regard to the 
caufes which cam1 under its jurifdiCl:ion, or the decifions 
which it for!Tled. A bill unanimoufry paifed the houfes 
to abolifu thefe tvo courts; and, in them, to annihilate 
the principal and mofr dangerous articles of the king's 
prerogative. By the fame bill, the jurifdiCl:icn of the 
council was regt.lated, and its authority abridged k. 

Charles hefitated lefore he gave his affent. But finding 
that he had gone oo far to retreat, and that he poffeffed 
110 refource in cie of a rupture, he at lafl: affixed the 
t'oyal fancHon to :his excellent bill. But to fhow the 
parliament, that h1 was fufficiently apprifed of the import· 
ance of his grant, he obferved to them, that this fratute 
altered in a great neafure the fundamental laws, eccle· 
fiafi.ical and civil: which many of his predeceffors had 
efiablifhed 1. 

BY removing he fiar-chamber, the king's power of 
binding the peopl1 by his proclamations, was indireclly 
abolifhed; and th:t important branch of prerogative, the 
ftrong fyrnbol of a-bitrary power, and unintelligible in a 

i Clarendon, vol. i. ~ '1.66. k Idem, ibid. P• 283, 184. Whit• 

locke, p. +7· Rufhwoth, vol, iii, p. 13831 1384. I Rulhworth, 
\"ol, v. p. 307, 

limited 
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limited confl:itution, being at laft removed, left the fyflem C f1 A P. 
LIV. 

of government more confiftent and Ulliform. The fiar- "---...r-J 
chamber alone was accuftomed to punilh infracHons of 1 64'• 

the king's edicts: But as no courts of judicature now 
remained, except thofe in Weftminfte~-hall, which take 
cognizance only of common and fiatute law, the king 
may thenceforth iffue proclamations, b11t no man is bound 
to obey them. It muft, however, be confefTed, that the 
experiment here _made by the parliament, was not a little 
r41.lh and adventurous. No governrrent~ at that time, 
appeared in the world, nor is perhaps to be found in the 

records of any hiftory, which fubfifiec without the mix-
ture of fome arbitrary authority, committed to fome 
rnagifrrate; and it might reafonably, ~eforehand, appear 
doubtful, whether human fociety cou d ever reach that 
fl:ate of perfection, as to fupport itfelf vith no other con-
~roul than the general and rigid m::xims of law and 
equity. But the parliament jufily thoJght, that the king 
was too eminent a magifirate to be tzufred with difcre .. 
tionary power, which he might fo ea£Iy turn to the de-
:firuction of liberty. And in the evmt it has hithertq 
been found, that, though fome fenfib!e inconveniencies 
arife from the m~xim of adhering ftricJy to law, yet the 
advantages overbalance them, and fhould render the Eng-
lilh grateful to the memory of their anceftors, who, after 
repeated contefis, at la!t eftabli!hed that noble, thougq 
dangerous, principle. 

AT the requefi of the parliament, Charles, infiead of 
the patents during pleafure, gave all rl1e judges patents 
during their good behaviour m: A circumllance of the 

greateft moment towards fecuring thetrindependency, and 
barring the entrance of arbitrary poweJ into the ordinary 

f.<?UftS of judicature. · 

m May~ p. Jo7. 

~ e ~ ,, . 
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c H A P. THE marihal's court, which took cognizance of oifen

~:_,. five w01ds, and was not thought fu.fficiently limited by 
1641· Jaw, was alfo, for that rcafon, aboJifhcd n. The flan

nary court~, ·which cx~rciled j urifd!ction over the miners, 
being liable to a like oLjetl:ion, underwent a like fate. 
'l'he abolition of the council of the north and the council 
of vv"' ales followed from the fame principles. The au
thority of the clerk of the market, who had a general 

infpection over the wetbhts and meafures throughout the 

kingdom, was transferred to the mayors, lheriffs, and or

dinary magi!l:rates. 

In lhort, if we take a furvey of the tranfaaions of this 
memorable parliament, during the firfr period of its ope

rations, we !hall find, that, excepting Strafford's attain
der, which was a complication of cruel iniquity, their 

merits, in other rcfpecrs, fo much out_weigh their mif
takes, as to entitle them to praife from all lovers of 

liberty. Not only were former abufes remedied, and grie

vances redre!fed : Great pruvifion, for the future, was 

made by law agait:il: the return of like complaints. And 
if the means, by which they obtained fuch advantages, 
favour often of artifice, fometimes of violence; it is to 
be confidered, that revolutions of government cannot be 

cifeCl:ed by the mere force of argument and reafoning: 

And that faCtions being once excited, men can neither fo 
firmly regulate the tempers of others, nor their own, as 
to enfure themfelves againfr all exorbitancies. 

THE parliament pow came to a paufe. The king had 

promifed his Scottifh fu bjecrs, that he would this [urn

mer pay them a vifit, in order to fettle their government; 
and though the Engliih parliament was very importunate 
with him, that he lhould lay afide that journey; they 
~ould not prevail with him fo much as to delay it. As 
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he muft nece£rari1y in his journey have paffed through the c H A P. 

troops of both nations, the commons feem to have enter-~ 
tained great jealoufy on that account, and to have now 164x. , 

. d h h c l d I d d'f 8rh ot -~ ng. hurne on, as muc as t! ey ,ormer y e aye , the .1 - King'~jour-
banding of the armies. The arrears therefore of the 

1
ney to Sect-
and. 

Scots were fully paid them; and thofe of the Englifh in 
part. The Scots returned home, and the Englifh were 
feparated into their feveral counties, and drfmiffed. 

AFTER this the parliament adjourned to the 20th of gth of Sept. 

OCtober; and a committee of both houfes, a thing un
precedented, was appointed to fit during the recefs, with 
very ample powers 0 • Pym was eleCted chairman of the 
committee of the lower houfe. Farther attempts were 
made by the parliament, while it fat, and even by the 
commons alone, for affuming fovereign executive powers, 
and publi£hing their ordinances, as they called them, in
fiead of laws. The committee too, on their part, was 
ready to imitate the example. 

A SMALL committee of both houfes was appointed to 
attend the king into Scotland, in order, as was pretended, 
to fee that the articles of pacification were executed; but 
really to be fpies upon him, and extend fiill farther the 
ideas of parliamentary authority, as well as eclipfe the 
majefry of the king. The earl of Bedford, lord Howard, 
Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Armyne, Fienncs, and 
Hambden, were the perfons chofen P, 

ENDEAvouRs were ufed, before Charles's departure, 
to have a proteCtor of the kingdom appointed, with a 

power to pafs laws without having recourfe to the king. 
So little regard was now paid to royal authority, or to the 
efrabli!hed confiitution of the kingdom. 

AMIDST the great variety of affairs, which occurred 
during this bufy period, we have almofr overlooked the 

~ Rulhworth, vol, v. P• 387. P Ibid. p. 376, 

E ~ 4 marriage 
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C H A P. tnarriage of the princefs Mary with William prince of 
~~Orange. The king concluded not this alliance without 

16.p. <:ommunicating his intentions to the parliament, who re
ceived the propofal with fatisfaB:ion ~- This was the 
commencement of the connections with the family of 

Orange: Connections, which were afterwards attended 

V~ith the mofi: important confequences, both t~ t~e k~n& .. 
dom anq to the houfe of Stuart. 

'i Whitlocke, P• sS. 
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CHAP. LV. 

Sdtlement of Scotland--Confpiracy in Ireland-

lnfurreflion and ma./Jacre--Meeting of the Eng

lijh parliament--The remon.ftrance--Reafons 

on both }ides--Impeachment of the bijhops-

Accufation of the five members--Tumults

King leaves London --Arrives in York--Pre

parations for civil war. 

T HE Scots, who began thefe fatal corn motions, c H A P. 

thought, that they had fini!hed a very perilous un- LV, 

dertaking, much to their profit and reputation. Befides ~ 
the large pay voted them for lying in good quarters during 

a twelvemonth, the Englifh parliament had conferred on 

them a prefent of 30o,ooo pounds for their brotherly 

affifiance r. In the articles of pacification, they were 

declared to have ever been good fubjetls; and their mili-

tary expeditions were approved of, as enterprizes calcu-

lated and intended for his majell:y's honour and advantage. 

To carry farther the tri~mph over their fovereign, thefe 

terms, fo ignominious to him, were ordered by a vote 

of parliament, to be read in all churches, upon a day of 
thankfgiving, appointed for the national pacification s : 

All their claims for the reihitlion of prerogative, were 

agreed to be ratified : And what they more valued than all 
thefe advantages; they had a near profpetl: of fpreading 
the prefbyterian difcipline in England and Ireland, from 

the feeds, which they had fcattered, of their religious 

principles. Never did refined Atheris fo exult in diffu-

r Nalfon, vol. i. p. 747• May, p. 104. 
1>• 365. Clarendon, vol. ii. P• ~93• 

4 Ru1hworth, vol. v. 

~ng 
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c H A P. fing the fciences and liberal arts over a favage world; 
~ n : ver did generous Rome fo pleafe herfelf in the view of 

1641 . law and order efiablilhed by her victorious arms; as the 
S ~ots now rejoiced, in communicating their barbarous 

zeal and theological fervour, to the neighbouring na
tions. 

CHARLES, defpoiled in England of a confiderable part 
o. _ ~ • u hority, and dreading frill farther encroachments 

All"' '
4

· ' . . d . s I d . h . . f b u non 111m, arnve m cot an , Wit an mtentwn o a -t:,..t nJen 1 

~; ~cotland. d1cat ;ng a1mof1 entirely the frnall !hare of power, which 

there remained to him, and of giving full fatisfaction, if 
poffible, to his refilefs fubjects in that kingdom. 

THE lords of articles were an ancient infiitution in 
the Scottifh parliament. They were confiituted after 
this manner. The temporal lords chofe eight biihops: 
The bi.iliops elected eight temporal lords : Thefe fixteen 

nameci eight commiffioners of counties, and eight bur
geffes : And without the previous confent of the thirty
two, who were denominated lords of articles, no motion 
could be made in parliament. As the bilhops were en
tirely devoted to the court, it is evident, that all the 
lords of articles, by ncce1Tary confequence, depended on 
the king's nomination; and the prince, befides one ne

gative after the bills had pa1Ted through parliament, 
pofTeffed indirectly another before their introdutl:ion; a 
prerogative of much greater confequence than the former. 
The bench of bilhops being now abolilhed, the parlia
ment laid hold of the opportunity, and totally fet afide 
the lords of articles : And till this important point was 
obtained, the nation, properly fpcaking, could not be 
faid to enjoy any regular freedom r. 

IT is remarkable, that, notwithltanding this infiitu
tion, to which there was no parallel in England, the 
royal authority was always deemed much lower in Sect-

~ Burnet, Mem, 

land 
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land than in the former kingdom. Bacon reprefents it as C H A P• 

one advantage to be expected from the union, that the~ 
too extenfive prerogative of England would be abridged 164z-. 

by the example of Scotland, and the too narrow prero-
gative of Scotland be enlarged from the imitation of Eng-
land. The Engli!h were, at that time, a civilized 
people, and obedient to the laws : But among the Scots, 
it was of little confequence how the laws were framed, 

or by whom voted, while the exorbitant arifiocracy had 
it fo much in their power to prevent their regubr execu-

tion. 

THE peers and commons formed only one houfe in the 
Scotti!h parliament : And as it had been the practice of 
J arnes, continued by Charles, to grace Englifh gentle
men with Scottifh titles, all the deterrninations of parlia
ment it was to be feared, would in time depend upon 
the prince, by means of thefe votes of foreigners, who 
had no interefr or property in the nation. It was there
fore a law, deferving approbation, that no man ihould 

be created a Scotch peer, who poffeffed not o,ooo marks 
(above 500 pounds) of annual rent in the kingdom u. 

A LAw for triennial parliaments was likewife paffed ; 
and it was ordained, that the lafr act of every parliament 
fhould be to appoint the time and place for holding the 
parliament next enfuing w. 

THE king was deprived of that power, formerly exer
cifed, of ifTuing proclamations, which enjoined obedience, 
under the penalty of treafon: A prerogative, which in
veiled him with the whole legifl.ative authority, even in 
matters of the higheff: importance x. 

So far was laudable: But the mofr fatal blow given to 
royal authority, and what in a manner dethroned the 
prince, was the article, that no member of the privy 
council, in whofe hands, during the king's abfence, the 

u Burnet, Mem, yr Idem, ibid. x Idem, ibid. 

whole 
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c H A P. whole adminifl:ration Jay, no officer of fiate, none of tqe 
~~judges, lhould be appointed but by advice and approba-

t6.p. tion of parliament. Charles even agreed to deprive of 

their feats, four judges who had adhered to his interefis; 

and their place was fupplied by others more agreeable to 
the ruling party. Several of the covenanters were alfo 
fworn of the privy council. And all the minifters of 
fiate, counfellors, and judges, were, by Jaw, to hold 
their places during life or good behaviour r. 

THE king, while in Scotland, conformed himfelf en
tirely to the eftablilhed church ; and affifl:ed with grea~ 
gravity, at the long prayers and longer fermons, with 
which the prefbyterians endeavoured to regale him. He 
bcfio'Ye4 penfions and preferments on Henderfon, Gil
lefpy, and other popular preacher~; and praCl:ifed every 
~rt to [often, if not to gain, his greatefr enemies. The 
earl of Argyle w~s created a marquis, lord Loudon a~ 
earl, Lefley was dignified with the title of earl ofLeven z. 

His friends, he was obliged, for the prefent, to neglect 
and ove~look: Some of them were difgufted : And hi~ 
enemies "fer not reconciled ; but afcribed all his careffes 
and favours to artifice and neceffity. 

ARGYLE and Hamilton, being feized with an appre
henfion real or pretended, that the earl of Crawfurd and 
~thers meant to affaffinate then~, left the parliament fud
denly, and retired into the country: But upon invitation 
and affurances, returned in a few days. This event~ 
which had neither caufe nor effeCl: that was vifible, nor 
purpofe, nor confequence, was c~mmonly denominated 
the incident. But though the incident had no effect in 
Scotland; what was not expected, it was attended with 

confeq uences in England. The Englifh parliament~ 
Otlober ~o . which was now affembled, bein cr wil!incr to awaken thy 
<., 0 b 1 

people's tcndernefs b! exciting their fears~ immediatel~ 

Y Burnet~ ~cm~ 



CHARLES I. 

took the alarm ; as if the malignants, fo they called the c H A P. 

king's party, had laid a plot at once to murder them and ~ 
all the godly in both kingdoms. 'fhey applied, there- 16.p. 

fore, to Effex, whom the king had left general in the 
fouth of England; and he ordered a guard to attend 
them a, 

BUT while the king was employed in pacifying the 
commotions in Scotland, and was preparing to return to 

England, in order to apply himfelf to the fame falutary 
work in that kingdom ; he received intelligence of a 
dangerous rebellion broken out in Ireland, with circum
fiances of the utmofi: horror, bloodfhed, and dcvafiation. 
On every fide, this unfortunate prince was purfued with 

murmurs, difcontent, faB:ion, and civil wars; at:d the 
fire, from all quarters, even by the mofi: independent ac
cidents, at once blazed up about him. 

THE great plan of James, in the admini!hation of 
Ireland, continued by Charles, was, by jufiice and peace 
to reconcile that turbulent people to the authority of 
laws, and, introducing art and induHry among them, to 
cure them of that !1oth and barbarifm, to which they had 
ever been fubjetl:. In order to ferve both thefe purpofes, 
and at the fame time fecure the dominion of Ireland to 
the Englilh crown, great colonies of Briti.lh had been 
carried over, and, being intermixed with the Irilh, had 

every where introduced a new face of things into that 
country. During a peace of near forty years, the in
veterate quarrels between the nations feemed, in a great 
meafure, to be obliterated ,; and though much of the 
landed property, forfeited by rebellion, had been confer
red on the new planters, a mote than equal return had 
been made, by their infirutling the natives in tillage, 
building, manufatl:ures, and all the civilized arts of 

a Whitlocke, p • .;.o. Dugdale, p. i'-• Burnet•s Memoirs cf th;: Houfc 

of Hamilton, p. 184, 185. Clarendon, p. 299• 
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c H A P.}ife b, This had been the courfe of things during the 
LY. 
~ fucceffivc adminifrrations of Chichefrer, Grandifon, Falk-
l6.p. land, and, above all, of Strafford. Under the govern

ment of this latter nobleman, the pacific plans, now come 
to greater maturity, and forwarded by his vigour and-in
dufl:ry, feemed to have operated with full fuccefs, and to 
ha vc beftowcd, at lafr, on that favage country, the face 
of a European fetdernent. 

AFTER StrafFord fell a vicrim to popular rage, the 
humours excited in Ireland by that great event, could 

not fuddenly be compofed, but continued to produce the 
greatefr innovations in the government. 

The Britilh protefi:ants, tranfphnted into Ireland, 

having, every moment before their eyes, all the h_orrors 
of popery, had naturally been carried in to the oppofite 
extreme, and had univerfally adopted the highefi: prin

ciples and pracrices of the puritans. l'vionarchy, as well 

as the hierarchy, was become odious to them; and every 
method of limiting the authority of the crown, and 
detaching themfelves from the Icing of .England, was 
greedily adopted and purfued. They confidcred not, that, 

as they fcarcely formed the fixth part of the people, and 
were fecretly obnoxious to the ancient inhabitants; their 
only method of fupporting themfelves was by maintain
ing royal authority, and preferving a great dependance on 

their mother-country. The Englilh commons, likewife, 
in their furious profecution of Strafford, had overlooked 
the mo£1: obvious confequences; and, while they imputed 
to him, as a crime, every difcretionary acr of authority, 
they defpoiled all fucceeding governors of that power, by 

which alone the Irilh could be retained in fubjeB:ion. 
And fo fi:rong was the current for popular government in 
all the three kingdoms, that the mo£1: efi:abliihed maxims 

b Sir John Temple's Iri1h Rebellion, p. u. 
of 
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of policy were every where abandoned, in order to gratify c H A l'. 

h. 1· LV, 
t ts ru mg paffion. ~ 

CHARLEs, unable to refifr, had been obliged to yield x6.p. 

to the Iriih, as to the Scottifh and Englifh parliaments; 

and found too, that their encroachments frill rofe in pro
portion to his conceffions. Thofc fubfidies, which them-

felves had voted, they reduced, by a fubfeq uent vote, to 
a fourth part: The court of high commiffion wa~ deter-
mined to be a grievance : l'Aartial law aboliihed : The 
jurifdittion of the council annihilated: Procbm~tions 

and acts of fiatc declared of no authority : E\cry order or 

infiitution, which depended on monarchy, was invaded ; 
and the prince w~s defpoiled of all his prerogati\'e, 
\Yithout the lcafi pretext cf any violence or illegality in 
his adminifhation. 

THE fianding army of Ireland was ufually about 3oco 
men ; but in order to affifl: the king in fuppreffing the 

Scottilh covenanters, Strdford h;!d raifed 8ooo more, and 
had incorporated with them a thoufand men, drawn from 

the old army ; a neceffary expedient for befiowing order 
and difcipline on the new levied foldiers. The private 

men in this army were all catholics; but the officers, 
both commiffion and non-commiffion, were protefbnts, 
and could entirely be depended on by Charles. The 

Engl iih commons entertained the greateft apprehcnfions 
on account of this anny; and never ceafed foliciting the 
king, till he agreed to break it : Nor would they con

fent to any propofal for augmenting the fianding army to 

5000 men; a number which the king deemed neceffary 

for retaining Ireland in obedience. 

CHARLEs, thinking it dangerous, that 8ooo men ac
cu!l:omed to idlenefs, and trained to the u[e of arm~, 

iliould be difperfed among J. nation fo turbulent anJ un

fettled, agreed with the Spani!h ambafrador to h~vc them 
tranfported into Flanders, and enlified in his m::1fh:r's ~er-

VI"'C, 
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c H A P. vice. The Engliih commons, pretending apprehenfions; 
~~ Jell: regular bodies of troops, difciplined in the Low Coun• 

I 6+I· tries, lhould prove frill more dangerous, fuowed fome 
avedion to this expedient ; and the king reduced his al
lowance to 4000 men. But when the Spaniards had hi
red !hips for tranfporting thefe troops, and the men were 
ready to embark; the commons, wming to ihow their 
power, and not difpleafed with an opportunity of curbing 
and affronting the king, prohibited every one from fur
ni!hing veffels for that fervice. And thus the projetl-

1 

formed by Charles, of freeing the country from thefe 
men, was unfortunately difappointed c. 

THE old Irilh remarked all thefe falfe fieps of the 
Eng1ilh, and refolved to take advantage of them. Tho' 
their animofity agalnfi: that nation, for want of an occa

fion to exert itfelf, feemed to be extinguiihed, it was only 

compofed into a temporary and deceitful tranquillity d. 

Their interells, both with regard to property and religion, 
fecretly frimulated them to a revolt. No individual of 
any fept, according to the ancient cull:oms, had the pro
perty of any particular efi:ate; but as the whole fept had 
a title to a whole territory, they ignorantly preferred this 
barbarous community before the more fecure and nar
rower po!feffions affigned them by the Englilh. An in

dulgence, zmounting almoll: to a toleration, had been 
given to the catholic religion: But fo long as the churches 
and the ecclefiafl:ical revenues were kept from the priefis, 
and they were obliged to endure the neighbourhood of 
profane heretics; being themfelves difcontented, they 
continually endeavoured to retard any cordial reconcilia
tion between the Englilh and the Irilh nations. 

Co nfpiracy THERE was a gentleman called Roger More, who, 
ln heland. though of a narrow fortune, was defcended from an 

c Claren.:on, vol. i. p. 2 g r, 

P·15· Mo~y, bookii.p. 3. 
Rufhworth, vol. v, P• 381, !>ugdale, 
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ancient Irilh family, and was much celebrated among his C H A P. 
LV. 

countrymen for valour and capacity. T'his man firfr '-y---J 

formed the project of expelling the Eng1i!h, and afferting 1641. 

the independency of his native country e. He fecretly 
went from chieftain to chieftain, and rouzed up every 
latent principle of difcontent. He maintained a clofe 
<:orrefpondence with lord Iv1aguire and Sir Phelim 

ON ea le, the mofi powerful of the old Irilh. By conver-
fation, by letters, by his emiff~uies, he reprefented to his 
countrymen the motives of a revolt. He obferved to 
them, that, by the rebellion of the Scots, and faB:ions 
of the Englilh, the king's authority i.:-t Britain was re-
duced to fo low a condition, that he never could exert 
himlelf with any vigour, in maintaining the Engliih 
dominion over Ireland; that the Catholics, in the Iri{h 
houfe of commons, affi!led by the prote!hnts, had fo 

. climinilhed the royal prerogative and the power of the 
lieutenant, as would much facilitate the conduCl:ing; to 
its defired effeB:, any confpiracy or combination, which 
could be formed; that the Scots having fo fuccefsfully 

thrown off dependence on the crown of England, and 
.affumed the government into their own hands, had fet an 
example to the Irilh, who had fo much greater oppref
fions to complain of; that the Englifu planters, who had 
expelled them their poffeffions, fuppreffed their religion, 
and bereaved them of their liberties, were but a handful 
in comparifon of the natives; that they lived in the moll 
fupine fecurity, interfperfed with their numerous ene
mies, trufring to the protection of a fmall army, which 
was itfelf fcattered in inconfiderable divifions throughout 
the whole kingdom; that a great body of men, difci
plined by the government, were now thrown Joofe, and 
were ready for any daring or defperate enterprize; that 
though the catholics had hitherto enjoyed, in fome 

c Nalfon1 vol. ii. p. 543• 
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C HA P. tolerable meafurc, the exercife of their religion, from the 

'-.:.v~ moder2ticn of their indulgent prince, they mufl: hence-
J6 .p. forth expeCt_, that the government will be conduCl:ed by 

other maxims and other principles; that the puritanical 
parliament, having at length fubdued their fovereign, 
would no doubt, as {con as they had confolidated their 
authority, extend their ambitious enterprizes to Ireland, 
and make the Catholics in that kingdom feel the fame fu

rious perfecution, to which their brethren in England 

were at prefcnt expofccl ; and that a revolt in the Irilh, 

tending only to vindicate their native liberty againfl: the 
violence of foreign invaders, could never, at any time, be 

deemed rebellion; much lefs during the prefcnt confufions, 

lvhen their prince was, in a manner, a prifoner, and 
obedience mufi be paid, not to him, but to thofe who had 

traiteroufly ufurped his lawful authority r. 

BY thefe. confidtrations, More engaged all the heads of 
the native lrifh into the confpiracy. The Engliih of the 

pale, as they were called, or the old Englilh planters, 
being all catholics, it was hoped, would afterwards join 
the party, which reftored their religion to its ancient 
fplendor and authority. The intention was, that Sir 
Phelim ONeale and the other confpirators fhould begin 
an infurrcction on one day, throughout the provinces, 
and fhould attack all the Englifh fettlements; and that, 

on the fame day, lord l\1aguire and Roger More fhould 
furprize the caftle of Dublin. The commencement of 

the revolt was fixed on the approach of winter; that 

there might be more difficulty in tranfporting forces 

from England. Succours to themfelves and fupplies of 
arms they expected from France, in confequence of a 
promi(e, made them by cardinal Richelieu. And many 
lrilh officers, who fcrved in the S panilh troops, had 
eng:1ged to join them, as foon as they faw an infurrec-

f Temple, p. 77., 731 78. Dugdale, P• 73• 
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' tion entered upon by their catholic brethren. News, c H A P • 

.. which every dny at rivc from England, of the fury ex-~~ 
preiled by the commons againfc all papi!ls, firuck frefh 1641• 

terror into the Irifh nation, and both H:imulated the con-
fpirators to execute their fatal purpofc, and gave them 
affured hopes of the concurrence of all their country-
men g. 

SucH propenfity to a revolt was difcovered in all the 
IrHh, that it was deemed unneceffary, as it was danger

ous, to entru!l the fecret to many hands ; and the ap
pointed day drew nigh, nor had any difcovery been yet 
made to the government. The king, indeed, had re
ceived information from his amb•~ffadors, that fomething 
was in agitation among the Iri!h in foreign parts ; but 

though he gave warning to the aJminifhation in Ireland, 
the intelligence was entirely neglected h, Secret rumours, 

likewife, were heard of fome a2proaching confpiracy ; 

but no attention was paid to them. The earl of Lei

ceiter, whom the king had appointed lieutenant, remain
ed in London. The two jufrices, Sir \Villiam Parfons 
and Sir John Borlace, were men of fmall abilities; and, 

by an inconvenience, common to all factious times, owed 
their advancement to nothing but their zeal for the 
party, by whom every thing was now governeC:. Tran
quil from their ignorance and inexperience, thefe men 

indulged themfelves in the moll: profound repofc, on the 
very brink of defiruction. 

BuT they were awakened from their fecurity, on the 
very day before that which was appointed for the com.

m.encement of hoflilities. The cafUe of Dublin, by which 

the capital was commanded, contained arms for ro,ooo 
·men, with thirty-five pieces of cannon, and a propor
tionable quantity of ammunition: Yet was this important 

g D,1gda!e, p. 74• 
:rol.ii. p. s6s. 

h Rulhwo:th, vo!. v, p. 408. Nalfoo, 

l'f2 place 



-4-36 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. place guarded, and that too without any care, by no 

~greater force than fifty men. Maguire and l\1ore were 
164 1

• already in town with a numerous band of their partizans: 
Others were expetled that night : And, next morning, 
they were to enter upon, what they eftecmed the eafieft 
of all enterprizes, the furprizal of the cafile. Ocon0lly, 
an Iri£hman, but a protefiant, betrayed the confpiracy to 
Parfons i. The j ufiices and council fled immediately, 
for fafety, into the cafile, and re-inforced the guards. 
1""'he alarm was conveyed to the city, and all the pro
tefiants prepared for defence. More efcaped : Maguire 
was taken ; and Mahone, one of the confpirators, being 
likewife feized, firfi difcovered to the jufiices, the pro
ject of a general infurretlion, and redoubled the appre
henfions, which already were univerfally diffufed through
out Dublin k. 

IriO: in(ur- BuT though Oconolly's difcovery faved the caftle from 
re~l:10n and 
maffdcre. a furprize, the confeffion extorted from Mahone, came 

too late to prevent the intended infurreCl:ion. ONeale 
and his confederates had already taken arms in Ulfier. 
The Irilh, every where intermingled with the Englifh, 
needed but a hint from their leaders and priefis to begin 
hofl:ilities againfi a people whom they hated on account 
of their religion, and envied for their riches and profpe• 
rity 1

• The houfes, cattle, goods, of the unwary Eng
li£h were firfi feized. Thofe, who heard of the corn mo

tions in their neighbourhood, inftead of deferting their 
habitations, and affem bling for mutual protetlion, re
mained at home, in hopes of defending their proper
ty ; and fell thus feparately into the hands of their ene
mies m. After rapacity had fully exerted itfelf, cruelty, 
and the mofl: barbarous, that ever, in any nation, was 

l Rulhworth, vol. v. P· ~99• Nalfon, vol, ii. p. s:to. May, book ii. 
p, 6. k Temple, p. 177 187 19, 20. Rulh. vol. v, P• 400. 
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known or heard of, began its operations. An univerfa! CH A P. 
~ ~ 

rnauacre commenced of the Englilh, now defencelefs, -v---J 
and paffively refigned to their inhuman foes. No age, 1641 • 

no fex, no condition was fpared. The wife weeping 
for her butchered hufband, and embracing her helplefs 

children, was pierced with them, and perifhed by the 
fame .fhoke "· The old, the young, the vigorous, the 
infirm, underwent a like fate, and were confounded in 
one common ruin. In vain diu flight fave from the firfi: 

a1rault: Deihuction was, every where, let loofe, and 

met the hunted viC\:ims at every turn. In vain was re-

.courfe had to relations, to companions, to friends: All 
connexions were diflol ved, and death was dealt by that 
hand, from which protection was implored and expcB:ed. 

Without provocation, without oppofition, the afioni!hed 
Englilh, living in profound peace, and full fecurity, were 

maffacred by their neardl: neighbours, with whom they 

had long upheld a continued intercourfe of kindnefs and 
good offices o. 

BuT death was the Iightefr puni!hment, inRiCled by 
thofe rebels : All the tortures which wanton cruelty 
could devife, all the lingering pains of body, the an
guilh of mind, the agonies of defpair, could .not fatiate 
revenge excited without injury, and cruelty derived from 
no cau[e. To enter into particulars would fhock the 
]eafi delicate humanity. Such enormities, though attefi
ed by undoubted evidence, appear almofi incredible. 
Depraved nature, even perverted religion, encouraged 
by the utmofi licence, reach not to fuch a pitch of fe
rocity; unlefs the pity, inherent in human breafrs, be 

defiroyed by that contagion of example, which tranfports 
men beyond all the ufual motives of conduct and beha

viour. 

" Temple, p. 40. o IJem, p. 19, 40. 
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C H A P. THE weaker fex themfelves, naturally tender to their 
~~own fufferings, and compaffionate to thofe of others, 

164r. here emulated their more robufi: companions, in the prac

tice of every cruelty P. Even children, taught by the 

example, and encouraged by the exhortation, of their 
parents, effayed their feeble blows on the dead carcaffes 

or defencelefs children of the Engli!h q. The very ~va
rice of the Irifu was not a fufficient re.fhaint to their 
cruelty. Such was their frenzy, that the cattle, which 

they had feizcd, and by rapine made their own, yet, 
becaufc they bore the name of Englifu, were wantonly 
flaughtercd, or, when covered with wound.s, turned loofe 
into the woods or defarts r. 

THE fiately buildings or commodious habitations of 
the planters, as if upbraiding the floth and igrlOrance of 
the natives, were confumed with fire, or laid level with 
the ground. And where the miferable owners, lhut up 
in their houfes, and preparing for defence, periihed in 

the Rames, together with their wives and children, a 
double triumph was afforded to their infulting foes s. 

IF any where a number affembled together, and, a!tum
ing courage from dcfpair, were refolved to fweeten death 
by revenge on their affaffins; they were difarmed by capi
tulations, and promifes of fafety, confirmed by the mofr 
folemn oaths. But no fooner had they furrendered, than 

the rebels, with perfidy equal to their cruelty, made 
them !hare the fate of their unhappy countrymen t. 

OTHERs, more ingenious fl:ill in their barbarity, 
tempted their prifoners, by the fond love of life, to em

brue their hands in the blood of friends, brothers, pa
rents; and having thus rendered them accomplices in 

p Temple, p. g6, Ioi, Rurn, vol. v. p. 415. 

r Idem, p. 84. s Temple, p. 99· 106, 

t Whitlocke, p. 47• Ruih, vol. v. p. 416. 

I 

q Temple, p. too, 

Rufl1, vol. v, p. 414. 
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guilt, gave them that death, which they fought to fhun C H ·"- P. 
I. V. 

by deferving it u. ~ 

AMIDST all thefe enormities, the facrcd name of RE- 16 ' 1 • 

LIGION refounded on every fide; not to fiop the hands of 

thefe murderers, but to enforce their blows, and to fieel 

their hearts again!l: every movement of human or facial 

fympathy. The Englifh, as heretics, abhoncd of God, 

and detefi:able to all holy men, were marked out by the 

priefis for ilaughter; and, of all aCtion:;, to rid the world 

of thefe declared enemies to catholic faith and piety, 

was reprefented as the moft meritorious w. Nature, 

which, in that rude people, was fufficient1y incl!ned to 

atrocious deeds, was farther fiimulated by precept; and 

national prejudices empoifoned by thofe aved1ons, more 

deadly and incurable, which arofe from an enraged fupcr

fiition. While death finifhed the fufferings of each vic-

tim, the bigotted aiTaffins, with joy and exultation, frill 

echoed in his expiring ears, that thefe agonies were but 

the commencement of torments, infinite and eternal x. 

SucH were the barbarities, by which Sir Phelim 

ONeale and the Iriih in Ulfier fignalized their rebellion: 

An event, memorable in the annals of human kind, and 

worthy to be held in perpetual detefi:ation and abhorrence. 

The generous nature of More was fhockcd at the rcci tal 

of fuch enormous cruelties. He flew to ONc2lc's camp; 

but found, that his authority, which was fufficicnt' to 

excite the lrifh to an infurrcchon, was too feeble to 

refirain their inhumanity. Soon after, he abandoned a 

caufe, polluted by fo many crimes; and he retired 

into Flanders. Sir Phelim, recommenJed by the great

nefs of his family, and perhaps too, by the unrefir2ined 

brutality of his nature, though without any courage or 

capacity, acquired the entire afccndant over the northern 

u Temple, p. Ico. w Id~m, p. 85. 106. x Temp!~, 

V• 94• Ioi, 108, Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 407. 

Ff4 rebel~. 
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C H A P. rebels Y. The Engli[h colonies were totally annihilated 
~--~;.:_)n the open country of Ulfier: The Scots, at fi.rfr, met 

164r. with more favourable treatment. In order to engage 
them to a paffive neutrality, the Irilh pretended to difiin
guilh between ~he Britifu nations; and claiming friend-

1hip and confanguinity 'V!'ith the Scots, extended not over 
them t~e fury of their maffacres. I\1any of them found 
~n opportunity to fly the country: Others retired into 
places of fecurity, and prepared themfelves for defence: 

And by this means, the Scottilh planters~ rnofi: of them 
at leaft, efcaped with their lives z. 

From Ulfi:er, the flames of rebellion di.ffufed themfelves
2 

in an inftant, over the other three provinces of Ireland. 
In all places death and flaughter were not uncommon; 

though the Irifh, in thefe other provinces, pretended to. 
aet with moderation and humanity. .l3ut cruel and bar
barot,Js was their humanity! Not content with expelling 
the Englifu their houfes, with defpoiling tnem of their 
goodly manor:, with wafting their cultivated fields; they 
ftripped them of their very cloaths, and turned them out, 
naked and defencelefs, to all the feverities of the feafon a~ 
The heavens themfelves, as if confpiring againfr that ~n
happy people were armed with cold and tempefi, un
ufual to the climate, and executed what the merciJefs 
fword had left unfi.nifhed b. The roads were covered 
with crowds of naked Englifh, hafi:cning towards Dublin 

and the other cities, which yet remained in the hands of 
their countrymen. The feeble age of children, the ten
der fex of women, foon funk under the multiplied rigours 
of cold and hunger. Here, the hufband, bidding a final 

adieu to his expiring family, envied them that fate, 
which ~e himfe]f expected fo foon to lhare: There, the 
fon, having long fupported his aged parent, with reluCl:-

Y Temple, p. 44• 
a Temple, p. 4-2.. 

.: Idem, p. 41. Ru1h. vol. i. p. 416. 
b ~dem, r· 6~ •. 
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ance obeyed his I aft comm:mds, and abandoning him in C H VA P. 
L • 

this uttermoft difirefs, referved himfelf to the hopes of~ 

avenging that death, which all his efforts could not pre- 1 641 • 

vent or delay. The afioni!hing greatnefs of the calamity 
deprived the fufferers of any relief from the view of 

companions in affi.iction. With filcnt tears, or lament-
able cries, they hurried on through the hoftile territories; 
and found every heart, which was not fieeled by native 
barbarity, guarded by the more implacable furies of mif-
t~ken piety and religion c:. 

THE faving of Dublin preferved in Ireland the remains 
of the Engliih name. The gates of that city, though 
timorouil y opened, received the wretched fupplicants~ 

artd prefented to the view a fcene of human mifery, be
yond what any eye had ever before beheld d, Compaffion 
feized the amazed inhabitants, aggravated with the fear 
of like calamities; while they obferved the numerous foes, 
without apd within, which every where environed them, 
and refleCted on the weak refources, by which they were 
themfelves fupported. The more vigorous of the unhappy 
fugitives, to the number of three thoufand, were inlified 
into three regiments : The reft were difiributed into the 

houfes; and all care was taken, by diet and warmth, to 
recruit their feeble and torpid limbs. Difeafes of un
known name and fpccies, derived from thefe multiplied 
diftreffes, feized many of them, and put a fpeedy period 
to their lives : Others, having now leifure to reflect on 
their mighty lofs of frie1~ds and fortune, curfed that be
ing which they had faved. Abandoning themfelves to 
detpair, refufing all fuccour, they expired ; without 
other confolation, than that of receiving among their 
countrymen, the honours of a grave, which, to their 
flaughtered companions, had ~cen denied by the inhuman 
barbarians e. 

~ Temple, P• SS. d Idc:!U, p. 6a, e Idem, p, 4 3, 6:.. 
BY 
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c H A P. By fome computations, thofe, who perifhed by all 

~,;__; thefe er elties, are fuppofed to be a hundred and fifty, 
164t. or two hundred thoufand: By the mofr moderate, and 

probably the mofr reafonable account, they are made to 
amount to o,ooo; if this dtimation itfelf be not, as is 

ufual in fuch cafes, fome\'l:hat exaggerated. 

THE jufiices ordered to Dublin all tre bodies of the 
army, which were not furrounded by the rebels; and 
they ~ ffembled a force of 1500 veterans They focn 

inlifl:ed, and armed from the magazines above 4 ooo men 
more. They difpaL.hed a body of 6l o men to throw 

relief into Tredah, befieged by the Irilh. But thefe 

troops, attacked by the enemy, were feized with a panic, 

and were mofl: of them put to the fword. Their arms, 
falling into the hands of the lrifh, fupplied them with 
wbat they mofl: wanted f, The j uilices~ willing to foment 

the rebellion, in a view of profiting by the multiplyed 
forfeitures, henceforth thought of nothing more than 
providing fdr their own prefent fecurity and that of the 
capital. The earl of Ormond, their general, remonfhated 

againfi fuch timid, not to fay, bafe and interefl:ed counfe1s; 
but was obliged to fubmit to authority. 

THE Englilh of the pale, who probably were not, at 
fi1 !t, in the fccret, pretended to blame the infurre8.:ion, 
and to detdl: the barbarity, with which it was accom
panied g. By their protefiations <lnd declarations, they 

engaged th~ jufiices to fupply them with arm:., which 

they promifed to employ in defence of tl1e government h. 

But in a little time, the interefis of religion were found 
more prevalent over them than regard and duty to their 

mother country. They chofe lord Gormanfione their 

leader; and, joining the old Irilh, rivaled them in every 

act of violence towards the Englilh protefiants. Befides 
many fmaller bodies, difperfed over the kingdom, the 

f Nalfcn, vol. ii. p. 905. g Temp!!', p. 31· Rufhworth, vol. v. 
p. f::Z. h Temple, p. 6o. Borlafe Hit1, p~ 2.8. 
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principal army of the rebels amounted to twenty thou- C H A P. 
LV. 

fand men, and threatened Dublin \Vith an immediate "--v--.J 
:fiege i. 164'· 

BoTH the Engliili and Iriih rebels confpired in one 

impo{ture, with which they feduced many of their de

luded countrymen : They pretended authority from the 

king and queen, but chiefly from the latter, for their in

furrechon ; and they affirmed, that the caufe of their 

taking arms was to vindicate royal prerogative, now 

invaded by the puritanical parliament k. Sir Phelim 

ONeale, having found a royal patent in lord Caufield's 

houfc, whom he had murdered, tore off the feal, and 

affixed it to a commiffion, w hi eh he h2d forged for him

felfi. 

THE king received an account of this infurreCl:ion by 

a mdfenger, difpatched from the north of Ireland. He 

immediately communicated his intelligence to the Scot

ti!h parliament. He expeB.ed, that the mighty zeal, 

expreffed by the Scots for the prote!hnt religion, would 

immediately engage them to fly to its defence, where it 
was fo violently invaded: He hoped, that their horror 

againfi: popery, a religion, which now appeared in its 

rnofr horrible afpeCl:, would fecond all his exhortations : 

He had obferved with what alacrity they had twice run to 

arms, and affembled troops in oppofition to the rights of 

their fo·tereign : He faw with how much greater faci!ity 

they could now collect forces, which had been very lately 
diibanded, and which had been fo long enured to military 

difcipline. The cries of their affrighted and difirefied 

brethren in Ireland, he promifed himfelf, would power

fully incite them to fend over fuccours, which could 

arrive fo quickly, and aid them with fuch promptitude in 

this uttermofi. dtfirefs. .But the ze:.ll of the Scots, as is 

ufual among religious feB:s, was very feeble, 1.vhen not_• 

i '\ hitlocke, p. 49• 

1 h.cm, ib.d, p. 40~. 
k Ru.l'h, vol. v. p. 4001 ~01. 
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c H A P . ftimulated either by faction or by interefr. They now 
~ confidered themfelves entirely as a republic, and made no 

1641· account of the authority of their prince, which they had 
utterly annihilated. Conceiving hopes from the prefent 
diftrefies of Ireland, th.ey refolved to make an advanta· 
geous bargain for the fuccours, with which they !hould 
fupply their neighbouring nation. And they cafi their 

eye towards the Englilh parliament, with whom they were 
already fo cJo(ely connected, and who could alone fulfil 
any articles, which might be agreed on. Except dif

pacchmg a fmall body to fupport the Scottilh colonies in 
Ulfter, they would, therefore, go no farther at prefent, 
than iendmg commiffiuners to L ondon, in order to treat 
with that power, to whom the fovereign authority was 
now in real 1 ty transferred m. 

THE kmg too, fenlible of his utter inability to fubdue 
the Irilh rebels, found himfelf obliged, in this exigency, 
to have recourfe to the Englilh p:uliament, and depend 
on their affiftance for fupply. After communicating to 
them the intelligence, which he had received, he inform
ed them, that the infurreB:ion was not, in his opinion, 
the refult of any ralh enterprize, but of a formed confpi

racy againft the crown of England. To their care and 
wifdom, therefore, he faid, he committed the conduCl: 
and profecution of the war, which, in a caufe fo import
ant to national and religious interefis, muft of neceffity 

be immediately entered upon, and vigoroufly purfued 0 • 

Meeting of 1'HE Englilh parliament was now <dfembled ; and dif
the .Englilh covered, in every vote, the fame difpolitions, in which parliament. 

they had feparated. The exalting of their own autho-
rity, the diminilhing of the king's, were fiill the objeB:s 
purfued by the majority. Every att~ mpt, which had 
been made to gain the popular leaders, and by offices to 

attach them to the crown, had failed of fuccefs, either 

m Rulh. vol. v, p. 407. n Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 301, 

for 
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for want of lkill in cortdutl:ing it, or by reafon of the c H A P. 

flender preferments, which it was then in the: king's~ 
power to confer. The ambitious and enterprifing patriots 1641• 

difdained to accept, in detail, of a precarious power; 
while they deemed it fo eafy, by one bold and vigorous 
affault, to poffefs themfelves for ever of the entire fove-
reignty. Senfible that the meafures, which they had 
hitherto purfued, rendered them extremely obnoxious 
to the king; were many of them in themfelves exception-
able; fome of them, firiet ly fpeaking, illegal; they 
refolved to feek their own fecurity, as well as greatnefs, 
by enlarging popular authority in England. The great 
neceffitt es, to which the king was reduced; the violent 
prejudices, which generally, throughout the nation, 
prevailed againfi: him ; his facility in making the moft 
important conceffions; the example of the Scots, whofe 
encroachments had totally fubverted monarchy: All 
thefe circumfiances farther infiigated the commons in 

their invafion of royal prerogative. And the danger, to 
which the confiitution feemed to have been fo la tely ex-
pofed, perfuaded many, that it never could be fufficiently 
fecured, but by the entire abolition of that authority, 
whtch had invaded it. 

BuT this projeCt, it had not been in the power, fcarce]y 
in the intention, of the popular leaders to execute, had 
it not been for the paffion, which feized the nation for 
pre!byterian difcipline, and for the wild enthufiafm, 
which at that time accompanied it. The licence, which 
the parliament had befl:owed on this fpirit, by checking 
ecclefiaftical authority; the countenance and encourage
ment, with which they had honoured it; had already 

diffufed its influence to a wonderful degree: And all or
ders of men had drunk deep of the intoxicating poifon. 
In every difcourfe or converfation, this mode of religion 
entered ; in all bufinefs, it had a fuare; every elegant 

pleafure 
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c H A P. pleafure or amufement, it utterly annihilated; many vices 
~or corruptions of mind, it pro~otcd; even difeafes and 

164r. bodily diHcmpers were not totally exerPpted from it; and 
. it became requifite, we are told, for all phyficians to be 

expert in the fpiritual profeffion, and, by theological 

confideration3, to allay thofe religious terrors, with 
which their patients were fo ge!ierally haunted. Learn

ing itfelf, which tends fo much to enlarge the' mind, and 
humanize the temper, rather ferved on this occafion to 
exalt that epidemical frenzy which prevailed. Rude as 

yet, and imperfeCt, it fupplied the difmal fanaticifm with 

a variety of views, founded it on fome coherency of 
fyfiem, enriched it with different figures of elocution; 

advantages with which a people, totally ignorant and 
barbarous, had been happily unacquainted. 

FRoM policy, at firfi, and inclination, now from ne
ceffity, the king attached himfclf extremely to the hie
rarchy; For like reafons, his enemies were determined, 

by one and the fame effort, to overpower the church and 
monarchy. 

WHILE the commons were in this difpofition, the 
Iri{h rebellion was the event, which tended mofi to pro
mote the views, in which all their meafures terminated. 

A horror againil: the papifrs, however innocent, they had 

confrantly encouraged ; a terror from the confpiracies of 
that fett, however improbable, they had at all times 

endeavoured to excite. Here was broken out a rebellion, 

dreadful and unexpeB:ed; accompanied with circumfrances 
the moil: detefrable, of which there ever was any record; 
And what was the peculiar guilt of the Irifh catholics, it 
was no di.fficul t matter, in the prefent difpofition of men's 
minds, to attribute to that whole fett, who were already 

fo much the objeB: of general abhorrence. Accufiomed, 

in all inveCtives, to join the prelatical par~y with the 

papifrs, the people immediately fuppofcd this infurreCl:ion 

to 
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to be the refult of their united counfels. And when C ~:, P. 

they heard, that the Irifh rebels pleaded the king's corn- '-v----J 
miilion for all their atl:s of violence; bigotry, ever ere- 164 1• 

dulous and malignant, aficnted without fcruple to that 

grofs impofiure, and loaded the unhappy prince with the 
whole enormity of a contrivance fo barbarous and inhu-
man °. 

BY the difficulties and difireffes of the crown, the com
mons, who poffeffed alone the power of fupply, had 
aggrandized themfelves; and it feemed a peculiar happi
nefs, that the Irifh rebellion had fucceeded, at fo critical 
a juncture, to the pacification of Scotland. That ex
preffion of the king's, by which he committed to them 
the care of Ireland, they immediately laid hold of, and 
interpreted in the mofi unlimited fcnfe. They had, on 
other occafions, been gradually encroaching on !:he exe
cutive power of the crown, which forms its principal and 
mofr natural branch of authority; but, with regard to 
Ireland, they at once afi"umed it, fully and entirely, as 
if delivered over to them by a regular gift or affignment. 
And to this ufurpation the king was obliged paffiveiy to 
fubmit; both becaufe of his inability to refi!t, and lefr 

he fhould frill more expofe himfelf to the reproach of fa

vouring the progrefs of that odious rebellion. 
THE project of introducmg farther innovations in 

England being once formed by the 1 eaders among the 

commons, it became a necdf ry confeq uence, that their 
operations with regard to Ireland fhould, all of them, be 
confide red as fu bordinate to the former, on who[t~ fuc
cefs, when once undertaken, their own grande·1r, fccu

rity, and even being, mull: entir~]y depend. vVhile l.ey 
pretended the utmofr zeal againft the Irifh infurrechon, 
they took no fieps towards its (uppref!ion, but iuch as 

likewife tended to give them the fupeiiority in thofe corn-

9 See note (CC J at the end of the volume, 

motions, 
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C H A P. motions; which, they forefaw, mufl: fo foon be excited 
LV. . E 1 
~ Jn ng and P• The extreme contempt, entertained for 

164 1 • the natives in Ireland, made the popular leaders believe, 

that it would be eafy at any time to fupprefs their rebel
lion, and recover that kingdom: Nor were they willing 
to lofe, by too hafiy fuccefs, the advantage, which that 
rebellion weuld afFord them in their projected encroach
ments on the prerogative. By affuming the total ma
Jlagement of the war, they acquired the courdhip and 
dependence of every one, who had any connexion with 
Ireland, or who was defirous of inlifiing in thefe military 
enterprizes : They levied money under pretence of the 
lri!h expedition; but referved it for purpofes, which 

concerned them more nearly: They took arms from the 
king's magazines; but fl:ill kept them with a fecret in
tention of employing them againfr himfelf: Whatever 
law they deemed neceifary for aggrandizing themfelves, 
was voted, under colour of enabling them to recover Ire
}and ; and if Charles with-held the royal affent, his 
refufal was imputed to thofe pernicious counfels, which 
had at firfi excited the popi!h rebellion, and which frill 

threatened total deil:ruction to the protefrant interefr 
throughout all his dominions q. And though no forces 
were for a long time fent over to Ireland, and very little 
money remitted, during the extreme difirefs of that king
dom ; fo firong was the people's attachment to the com
mons, that the fault was never imputed to thofe pious 
zealots, whofe votes breathed nothing but death and 
deftrutlion to the Irilh rebels. 

rro make the attack on royal authority by regular ap
proaches, it was thought proper to frame a general remon
ftrance of the fiate of the nation ; and accordingly the 
<:ommittee, which, at the firft meeting of parliament, 

P Clarendon, vol. ii. P• 435• SirEd. Walker, p, 6. 
yo), ii, P• 6J8, Cla.rcndon1 vol, iv. P· Sjo. 
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had been chofen for that purpofe, and which had hitherto C H A p• 

made no progrefs in their work, received frelh injunCtions~ 
to finilh that undertaking. J641. 

THE committee brought into the houfe that remon-1'he remon~ 
fiance, which has become fo memorable, and which was firance. 

foon afterwards attended with fuch important confe-
quences. It was not addreffed to the king; but was 

openly declared to be an appeal to the people. The 
hadhnefs of the matter was equalled by the feverity 

of the language. It confifis of many grofs falfehoods, 

intermingled with fome evident truths: Malignant infi-
nuations are joined to open invectives: Loud complaints 
of the paft, accompanied with jealous prognofiications of 
the future. Whatever unfortunate, whatever invidious, 

whatever fufpicious meafure, had been embraced by the 
king from the commencement of his reign, is infifi:ed on 
and aggravated with mercilefs rhetoric: The unfucccfs-
ful expeditions to Cadiz and the ifle of Rhe, are mention-
ed : The fending of 1hips to France for the fuppreffion 

of the hugonots : The forced loans: The illegal confine-
ment of men for not obeying illegal commands: The 
violent diffolution of four parliaments: 'rhe arbitrary 
government which always fucceeded: The quefiioning, 
:h.ning, and imprifoning of members for their conduct in 
the houfe : The levying of taxes without confent of the 
commons: The introducing of fuperfiitious innovations 

into the church, without authQrity of law: In 1hort, 
every thing, which, either with or without reafon, had 
given offence, during the courfe of fifteen years, from the 
acceffion of the king to the calling of the prefent parlia-
ment. And, though all thefe grievances had been already 
redreffed, and even laws enaCted for future fecurity againfl: 
their return, the praife of thefe advantages was afcribed, 
not to the king, but to the parliament, who had extorted 

l.tis confent to fuch falutary :fiatutcs. Their own merits 

VgL. VI. G & , too, 
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' C ~ ~ P. too, they •fferted, towards the king, were no )efs emi
'--v--J nent, than towards the people. Though they had feized 

I6f'· his whole revenue, rendered it totally precarious, and 
made even their temporary fupplies be paid to their own 
commiffioncrs, who were independent of him ; they pre
tended, that they had liberally fupported him in his ne
ceffities. By an infult frill more egregious, the very 

giving of money to the Scots, for levying war againft 
their fovereign, they reprefented as an infl:ance of their 

duty towards him. And all their grievances, they faid, 

which amounted to no lefs than a total fubverfion of the 
confi:itution, proceeded entirely from the formed combi
nation of a popifu fa8ion, who had ever fwayed the 
king's counfels, who had endeavoured, by an uninter
rupted effort, to introduce their fupedlition into England 
and Scotland, and who had now, at laft, excited an open 
and bloody rebellion in Ireland r. 

THis remonfl:r:mce, fo full of acrimony and violence, 
was a plain fignal for fome farther attacks intended on 

royal prerogative, and a declaration, that the conceffions, 

already made, however important, were not to be regarded 
qS fatisfaClory. What pretenfions- would be advanced, 
how unprecedented, how unlimited, were eafily ima· 
gined ; and nothing lefs was forefeen, whatever ancient 
names might be preferved, than an abolition, a]mofl: 
total, of the monarchical government of England. The 

oppofition, therefore, which the remonfi:rance met with 
in the houfe of commons, was great. .For above four
teen hours, the debate was warm! y managed; and from 
the wearinefs of the king's party, which probably confill:
ed chiefly of the elderly people, and men of cool fpirits, , 
the vote was at lafi carried by a fmall majority of ele-

ud Nov. ven •. Some time after~ the remonfl:rance was ordered 

r Rulh. vol. v. p. 438. Nalfon, '\Oh ii. p~ 6<'4• s Whitlocke, 
p. 49• Dugdale, p. 7 I. Nalfon, vol. it, p. 668, 
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to be printed and publilhed, without being carried C H A P. 

up to the houfe _of peers, for their affent and concur-~ 
cence. 164z. 

WHEN this remonftrance was difperfed, it excited Reafons on 

every-where the fame violent controverfy, which attended both fides. 

it when iatroduced into the houfe of commons. This 
parliament, faid the partizans of that affembly, have ·at 

length profited by the fatal example of their predeceffors; 

and are refolved, that the fabric, which they have gener-
oufly undertaken to rear for the protection of liberty, 

fuall not be left to future ages infecure and imperfett. At 
the time when the petition of right, that requifite vindi--

cation of a violated conftitution, was extorted from the 

nwilling prince; who but imagined, that liberty was at 
lafl: fecured, and that the laws would thenceforth main

tain themfelves in oppofition to arbitrary authority? But 

what was the event? A right was indeed acquired to 

the people, or rather their ancient right was more exacrly 

defined: But as the power of invading it fl:ill remained in 
the prince, no fooner did an opportunity offer, than he 

totally difregarded all laws and preceding engagements; 
and made his will and pleafure the fole rule of govern

ment. Thofe lofty ideas of monarchical authority, which 
he has derived from his early education, which are united 

in his mind with the irrefiO:ible illufions of felf-love, 

which are corroborated by his mifiaken principles of reli• 
gion, it is in vain to hope, that, in his more advanced 

age, he will fincerely renounce, from any fubfequent re

flection or experience. Such converfions, if ever they 

happen, are extreme! y rare ; but to expect, that they will 
be derived from neceffity, from the jealoufy and refent
ment of antagonifls, from blame, from reproach, from 
oppofition, mufl be the refult of the fondeft and moft 

blind credulity. Thefe violences, however neceffary, are 

fure to irritate a prince againft limitations fo cruelly im-
G g 2 pof~ 
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c H A P. pofed upon him; and each conceffion, which he is cortLV. 

~ frrained to make, is regarled as a temporary tribute paid 
J6.p. to faCtion and fedition, anJ is fecretly attended with a re

folution of feizing every f<vourable opportunity to retrael: 

it. Nor fhould we imagne, that opportunities of that 
kind will not ofler in the courfe of human affairs. Go
vernments, efpecially thof! of a mixed kind, are in con

tinual fluCtuation: The lumours of the people change 
perpetually from one extnme. to another: And no refo· 
lution can be more wife, ts well as more jufl:, than that 
of employing the prefcnt advantages againfl: the king, 
who had formerly pulhed nuch lefs tempting ones to the 

utmofl: extremities againft his people and his parliament. 

It is to be feared, that, if the religious rage, which has 

feized the multitude, be alowed to evaporate, they will 
quickly return to the ancimt ecclefiafiical efl:ablilhment; 

and, with it, embrace thcfe principles of flavery, which 
it inculcates with fuch zetl on its fubmiffive profelytes. 

Thofe patriots, who are row the public idols, may then 

become the obje8:s of gmeral detefration ; and equal 

1houts of joy attend their ignominious execution, with 

thofe which fecond their prefent advantages and triumphs. 

Nor ought the apprehenfim of fuch an event to be re• 

garded in them as a felfilh confideration : In their fafety 
is involved the fecurity of the laws: The patrons of the 

confiitution cannot fuffer without a fatal blow to the 
confiitution : And it is btt jufiice in the public t() pro· 

tea, at any hazard, thofe vho have fo generoufly expofed 

themfelves to the utmofl: 1azard for the public interefr. 

What though monarchy, t1e ancient government of Eng
land, be impair~d, duringthefe contefl:s, in many of its 

former prerogatives: The laws ~ill flourilh the more by 

its decay; and it is hapJy, allowing that matters are 
really carried I:J ~yond the lnunds of moderation, that thi 
current at leafr runs towarls liberty, and that the error is 

6 gn 
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on that fide, which is fafet1 for the general intcrefis of c H A P. 
mankind and fociety. ~ 

THE be!l: arguments of he royalifis againfr a farther 1641• 

attack on the prerogative we-e founded more on oppofite 
ideas, which they had furm!d of the pa!l: events of this 
reign, than on oppofite principles of government. Some 
invafions, they faid, and th<fe too of moment, had un .. 
doubtedly been made on naional privileges : But were 
we to look for the caufe of thefe violences, we lhould 
never find it to confift in th1 wanton tyranny and inju• 
fiice of the prince, not eve11 in his ambition or immode-
rate appetite for authority. The hofiilities with Spain, 
in which the king, on his :cceffion, found himfelf en-
gaged, however imprudent atd unneceffary, had proceeded 
from the advice, and even irrportunity of the parliament; 
who deferted him immediatdy after they had embarked 
him in thofe warlike meafun~. A young prince, jealous 
of honour, was naturally afr;id of being foiled in his firfl: 
enterprize, and had not as ~et attained fuch maturity of 
counfel, as to perceive that his greateft honour ~ay iq. 
prefervin~ the laws inviolate,and gaining the full confi-
dence of hi& people. The rgour of the fubfeq uent par
liaments had been e~treme vith regard to many articles, 
particularly tonnage and pomdage; and had reduced the 
king to an abfolute necefflty, if he would preferve entire 
the royal prerogative, of lev)ing thofe duties by his own 
authority, and of breaking tlrough the forrps, i.n order t~ 
majntain the fpirit, of the ::onfi:itutioq. Having once 
made fo perilQ!lS a ftep, he WlS naturally induced to con· 
tinue, and to confult the Jijblic intereft, by impofing 
fhip-money, and other mode-ate, though irregular, bur-
thens and taxations. A fun proof, that he had formed 
no fyfiem for enflaving his p<Ople is, that the chief objeCt 
of his government has been :o raife a naval, not a mili~ 
tary force; a project ufeful! honourable~ nay in9ifpen,. 

( g l fibly 
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-c H A P. fibly requifite, and in fpite of his great neceffities, brought 
~~ almofr to a happy conclufion. It is now full time to free 

164z. him from all thefe neceffities, and to apply cordials and 

lenitives, after thofe feverities, which have already had 

their full courfe againfr him. Never was fovereign blefs

ed with more moderation of temper, with more jufiice, 

more humanity, more honour, or a more gentle difpofi
tion. What pity that fuch a prince lhould fo long have 
been haraffed with rigours, fufpicions, calumnies, com
plaints, incroachments; and been forced from that path, 

in which the rectitude of his principles would have inw 

dined him to have confrantly trod! If fome few infiances 
are found of violations made on the petition of right, 
which he himfelf had granted ; there is an eafier and more 

natural way for preventing the return of like inconvenien
cies, than by a total abolition of royal authority. Let 
the revenue lie fettled, fuitably to the ancient dignity and 
fplendor of the crown ; let the public neceffities be fully 
fupplied ; let the remaining articles of prerogative be left 
untouched ; and the king, as he has already loft the power. 
will lay afide the will, of invading the conftitution. From 
what quarter can jealoufies now arife? What farther fe

~urity can be defired or expected? The king's preced
ing conceffions, fo far from being infufficient for public 
fecurity, have rather erred on the other extreme; and, by 

depriving him of all power of [elf-defence, are the real 
caufe why the commons are emboldened to raife preten
fions hitherto unheard of in the kingdom, and to fubvert 
the wh0le fyfiem of the confiitution. But would they 

be content with moderate advantages, is it not evident, 
that, befides other important conceffions, the prefent par

liament may be continued, till the government be accuf

tomed to the new track, and every part be reftorcd to full 

harmony and concord ? By the triennial at£ a perpetual 

fucceffion 
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fucceilion of parliaments is efiablilhed, as e\'erlafiinn-C H A P. 

guardians to the laws, while the king poflefies no inde~ ~ 
pendent power or military force, by which he can be 16.p. 

fupported in his invafion of them. No dangPr remamg, · 

but what is infep:uable from all free conititutions, ' n 

what forms the very eifence of their freedom: The dan-

ger of a change in the people's difpofition, and of general 

difgufi, contracted againfl: popular privileges. To pre-

vent fuch an evil, no expedient is more proper, than to 

contain ourfelves within the bounds of moderation, and 

to confider, that all extremes, naturally and infallibly, 

beget each other. In the fame manner as the pafi ufur-

pations of the crown, however excufable on account of 

the neceffiry or provocations whence they arofe, have 

excited an immeafurable appetite for liberty; let us be-

ware, left our encroachments, by introd.ucing anarchy, 

make the people feek lhelter under the peaceable and dc-

fpotic rule of a monarch. Authority, as well as liberty, 

is requifite to government; and is even requifite to the 

fupport of liberty itfelf, by maintaining the laws, which 
can alone regulate and protect it. What madncls, while 

every thing is fo happily fettled under ancient forms and 

inllitutions, now more exaetly poifed and adjufred, to try 

the hazardous experiment of a new confiitution, and re-

nounce the mature wifdom of our ancefiors for the crude 

whimfics of turbulent innovators! Befides the certain and 

i 1conceivable mifchiefs of civil war; are not the perils 

apparent, which the delicate frame of liberty mufi inevi-

tably fufiain amidfi the furious £hock of arms? Which-

ever fide prevails, jhe can fcarcely hope to remain inviolate, 

and may fuffer no lcfs, or rather greater injuries from the 

boundlefs pretenfions of forces engaged in her caul~·, thJn 

from the invafion of enraged troops, inlifl:cd on the fide of 

monarchy. 

Gg4 THE 
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c H A P. THE king, upon his return from Scotland, was re~ 
~ceived in London with the lhouts and acclamations of the 

164r. people, and with every demonfiration of regard and afFec~ 
~ov. ;s. . . R" G I 

twn t. Str 1chard ournay, ord mayor, a man of 
moderation and authority, had promoted thefe favourable 

difpofitions, and had engaged the populace, who fo lately 
jnfulted the king, and who fo foon after made furious 
war upon him, to give him thefe marks of their dutiful 
attachment. But all the pleafure, which Charles reaped 
from this joyous reception, was foon damped by the re
monfirance of the commons, which was prefented him, 
together with a petition of a like firain, The bad coun

fels, which he followed, are there complained of; his 
concurrence jn the lrifh rebellion plainly infinuated ; the 
fcheme, laid for the introduction of popery and fuper
fiition, inveighed againfr; and, as a remedy for all thefe 
f::vils, he is defired to entrufr every office and command tQ 
perfons, in whom his parliament thould have caufe to 
confide ll, By this phrafe, which is fo often repeated in 
all the memorials and addrdfes of that time, the common~ 
meant themfelves and their adherents. 

As foon as the remonfrrance of the commons was pub
]ilhed, the king difperfed an anfwer to it. In this con
tefr, he lay under great difadvantages. Not only the ear& 
of the people were extremely prejudiced againfr him; the 
befr topics, upon which he could jufiify, at leafl: apo .. 
logize for his former conduct, were fuch as it was no~ 

fafe or prudent for him at this time to employ. So high 
was the national idolatry towards parliaments, that t~ 
blame the pa.fi: conduct of thefe affemblies, would have 
been very ill received by the generality of the people, 
So loud were the complaints againfr regal ufurpations, 

t Rufhworth, vol. v. P• 429• 
9;>1• ii, p. f~"· 

u Idem, ibid. p. 437• Nalfon, 
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tbat, had the king afferted the prerogative of fupplying, c H A ~~ 
LV. 

by his own authority, the deficiencies in government,~ 
arifing from the obfiinacy of the commons, he would have 1641• 

encreafed the clamours, with which the whole nation 
already refounded. Charles, therefore, contented him-
felf, with obferving, in general, that even during that 
period, fo much complained of, the people enjoyed a 
great meafure of happinefs, not only comparatively, in 
refpea of their neighbours, but even in refpet! of thofe 
times, which were jutl:Iy accounted the moft fortunate. 
He made warm protefiations of fincerity in the reformed 
religion; he promifed indulgence to tender confciences 
with regard to the ceremonies of the church; he men-
tioned his great conceffions to national liberty; he blamed 
the infamous libels every-where difperfed againfl: his 
perfon and the national religion; he complained of the 
general reproaches thrown out in the remonfirance, with 
regard to ill counfels, though he h:td proteCled no mini-
fl:er from parliamentary j ufi:ice, re ~ained no unpopular 
fervant, and conferred offices on no one, who enjoyed 
not a high charaCler and efiimation in the public. " If, 
f .' notwithfl:anding this," he adds, " any malignant party 
~' lhall take heart, and be willing to facrifice the peace 
~' and happinefs of their country to their own finifi:er 
~' ends and ambition, under whatever pretence of reli-
'' gion and confcience ; . if they fhall endeavour to leffen 
q my reputation and interefi, and to weaken my lawful 
" po\}'er and authority; if they lhall attempt, by dif-
" countenancing the prefent laws, to loofen the bands of 
'' government, that all diforder and confufion may break 
" in upon us; I doubt not but God, in his good time, 
" will difcover them to me, and that the wifdom and 
'' courage of my high court of parliament will join with 
f' me in their fuppreffion and punilhment w." Nothing 

' .. 
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c H A P, 1hows more evidently the hard lituation, in which Charles 
~ was placed, than to obferve., that he was' obliged to con-

.-l6.p . .fine himfelf within the limits of civility towards fub
jeCl:s, who had tranfgreffed all bounds of regard, and 
even of good manners, in the treatment of their fove
reign. 

THE fidl in£hnce of thofe parliamentary encroach
ments, which Charles was now to look for, was, the 

bill for preffing foldiers to the fervice of Ireland. This 
bill quickly pafied the lower houfe. In the preamble, the 
king's power of preffing, a power exercifed during all 
former times, was declared illegal, and contrary to the 
liberty of the fubjeB:. By a necdfary confequence, the 
prerogative, which the crown had ever affumed, of oblig

ing men to accept of any branch of public fervice, was 
abolilhed and annihilated: A prerogative, it mufi be 
owned, not very compatible with a limited monarchy. 
In order to elude this law, the king offered to raife 
Jo,ooo volunteers for the Irilh fcrvice: But the com
mons were afraid left fuch an army lhould be too much 
at his devotion. Charles, frill unwilling to fubmit to fo 
confiderable a diminution of power, came to the houfe of 
peers, and offered to pafs the law without the preamble; 
by which means, he faid, that ill-timed que.llion with 
regard to the prerogative would for the prefent be avoided, 
and the pretenfions of each party be left entire. Both 

houfes took fire at this meafure, which, from a fi:nilar 
infiance, while the bill of attainder againfr Straflc>rd was 
in dependence, Charles might forefee, would be received 
with refcntment. The lords, as well as commons, 
paffed a vote, declaring it to be a high breach of privi

lege for the king to take notice of any bi1l, which was 
in agitation in either of the houfcs, or to exprcfs his fen

timents with regard to it, before it be prefcnted to him 

3 m 
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for his afrent if\ a parliamentary manner. The king was c H A P. 

obliged to compofe all matters by an apology "· ~ 
THE general quefiion, we may obferve, with regard 164x. 

to privileges of parliament, has always been, and frill 

continues, one of the greatefr myfieries in the Engli!h 

confiitution; and, in fome refpetls, notwithfi:anding the 

accurate genius of that government, t)lefe privileges are 

at prefent as undetermined as were formerly the preroga-

tives of the crown. Such privileges as are founded on 

long precedent cannot be controverted : But though it 

were certain, that former kings had not in any inftance 

taken notice of bills lying before the houfes (which yet 

appears to have been very common) it follows not, merely 

from their never exerting fuch a power, that they had 

renounced it, or never were pofreffed of it. Such privi-

leges alfo as are effential to all free affemblies which deli~ 

berate, they may be allowed to affume, whatever precedents 

may prevail: But though the king's interpofition, by an 

offer or advice, does in fome degree overawe or refirain 

liberty; it may be doubted, whether it impofes fuch 

evident violence as to entitle the parliament, without any 

other authority or conceffion, to claim the privilege of 

excluding it. But this was the favourable time for ex

tending privileges; and had none more exorbitant or 

unreafonable been challenged, few bad confequenccs had 

followe~. The eftablilhment of this rule, it is certain, 

.contributes to the order and reguiarity, as well as free-

dom, of parliamentary proceedings. 

THE interpofition of peers in the election of com

moners was Iikewife about this time declared a breach of 

privilege; and continues ever fince to be condemned by 

votes of the commons, and univerfa.lly practifcd through

gut the nation. 

x Rufhworth, vol. v. p. 457, 458, &c, Olarendon, vol. ii, p. 327. 

N•lfon, vol. ii, P•738• 750, 751, &c, 
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c H A P. EvERY meafure purfued by the commons, and, fl:iil 
~more, every attempt made by their partizans, were full 

1641. of the moff: inveterate hatred againfr the hierarchy, 
and !bowed a determined refolution of fubverting the 
whole ecclefiaff:ical efiablifhment. Befides numberlefs 
vexations and pcrfecutions, which the clergy underwent 
from the arbitrary power of the lower houfe; the peers, 
while the king was in Scotland, having paffed an order 
for the obfervance of the Jaws with regard to public wor
thip, the commons affumed fuch authority, that, by a 
vote alone of their houfe, they fufpended thofe laws, 
though enaCl:ed by the whole legiflature : And they par
ticularly forbade bowing at the name of Jefus; a prac· 
tice which gave them the highe!l fcandal, and which was 
one of their capital objections againfi the efl:ablifhed 
religion Y. They complained of the king's filling five 
''acant fees, and confidcred it as an infult, upon them, 

that he lhould complete and fi:rengthen an order, which 

they intended foon entirely to abolilh z. They had ac-
• cufed thirteen bilhops of high treafon, for enaeting canons 

without confent of pz.rliament a, though, from the foun
dation of the monarchy, no other method had ever been 
}Jractifed : And they .now infifted, that the peers, upon 
this general accufation, lhouJd feq uefier thofe bilhops 
from their feats in parliament, and commit them to pri-
1on. Their bill for taking away the bilhops' votes had 
lafi winter been rejeCl:ed by the peers: But they again 
introduced the fame bill, though no prorogation had in
tervened; and they endeavoured, by fome minute alter
ations, to elude that rule of parliament, which oppofed 
them. And when they fent up this bill to the lords, 
they made a demand, the mofr abfurd in the world, that 
the billiops, being all of them parties, ihould be refufed 

Y Rufbworth, vol. v. p. 385, 386, Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 482. 
~ Nalfon, vol. ii, p, Silo a Ruib, vol. v, p. 359• 
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i vote with regard to that quefl:ion h. After the refolu-C H A P. 

LV. tion was once formed by the commons, of invading the "-v--' 
eftablifhed government of church and ftate, it could not 1641 •• 
be expeCl:ed, that their proceedings, in fuch a violent 
attempt, would thenceforth be altogether regular and 
equitable: But it mufr be confe:ffed, that, in their attack 
on the hierarchy, they frill more openly pa:ffed all bounds 
of moderation; as fuppofing, no doubt, that the facred-
nefs of the caufe would fufficientl y atone for employing 
means the moft irregular and unprecedented. This prin-
ciple, which prevails fo much among zealots, never dif-
played itfelf fo openly as during the tranfaCl:ions of this 
whole period. 

BuT, notwithfl:anding thefe efforts of the commons, 
they could not ex peel: the concurrence of the upper houfe, 
either to this law, or to any other, which they fhou!d 
introduce for the farther limitation of royal authority. 
The majority of the peers adhered to the king, and plainly 
forefaw the depreffion of nobility, as a nece:ffary confe
quence of popular ufurpations on the crown. The 
infolence, indeed, of the commons, and their haughty 
treatment of the lords, had already rifen to a great height, 
and gave fufficient warning of their future attempts upon 
that order. They muttered fomewhat of their regret that 
they fhould be obliged to fave the kingdom alone, and 
that the houfe of peers would have no part in the honour. 
Nay, they went fo far as open} y to tell the lords, " That 
" they themfdves were the reprefentative body of the 
" whole kingdom, and that the peers were nothing but 
" Individuals, who held their feats in a particular capa
'' city: And therefore, if their 1ordlhips will not con
" fent to the paffing of aCl:s nece:ffary for the prefervation 
" of the people, the commons, together with fuch of the 
" lords as are more fenfible of the danger, muft join 

" to~ether ~ 
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c H A P. " together, an( reprefent the matter to his majefiy c," 

~ So violent was the democratica1, enthufiafiic fpirit dif-

J6,p. fufeJ through01.:t the nation, that a total confufion of all 
rank and order was jufily to be apprehended; and the 

wonder was not, that the majority of the nobles lhould 

feek lhelter und<r the throne, but that any of them fhould 

venture to defe1t it. But the tide of popularity feized 

many, and canied them wide of the mofr efiablifhed 

maxims of civi policy. Among the opponents of the 

king are ranked the earl of Northumberland, lord admi

ral, a man of de firfi family and fortune, and endowed 

with that dignifed pride, which fo well became his rank 
and fration: The earl of Effex, who inherited all his 

father's popular:ty, and having, from his early youth, 

fought renown .n arms, united to a middling capacity 

that rigid inflexibility of honour, which forms the proper 

ornament of a nobleman and a foldier : Lord Kimbolton, 

foon after Earl cf Manchefier, a perfon d ifiinguiilied by 
humanity, genenfity, affability, and every amiable virtue. 

Thefe men, finling that their credit ran high with the 

nation, venture( to encourage thofe popular diforders, 

which, they vainy imagined, they poireifed authority fuf

ficient to regulae and controul. 

lN order to o',tain a majority in the upper houfe, the 

commons had ncourfe to the populace, who, on other 

occafions, had dcne them fuch important fervice. Amidft 

the greatefr fecurity, they affeB:ed continua] fears of de
firuCl:ion to thenfelves and the nation, and feemed to 

quake at every b·eath or rumour of danger. They again 

excited the peop:e by never-ceafing enquiries after can

fpiracies, by reports of infurreB:ions, by feigned intelli

gence of invafiom from abroad, by difcoveries of dangerous 

combinations at 1ome among papifrs and their adherents. 

\Vhen Charles dfmiifed the guard, which they had or-

c Cla-eadon, vol. ii, p. 415. 
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dered during his abfence, they complai1ed; and, upon his c H A P. 

promifing them a new guard, under tre command of the........:._~ 
earl of Lindefey, th~y abfolutely reftfed the offer, and 164r. 

were well pleafed to infinuate, by thisinfrance of jealou-
fy, that their danger chiefly arofe from the king himfclf d. 

1,hey ordered halberts to be brought irto the hall where 
they affembled, and thus armed themfdves againfi: thofe 
confpiracies, with which, they pret<nded, they were 
hourly threatened. All frories of pl•ts, however ridi-

culous, were willingly attended to, atd were difperfed 
among the mul,titude, to whofe capacty they were well 
adapted. Beale, a taylor, informed th: commons, that, 

walking in the fields, he had hearkenel to the difcourfe 
of certain perfons, unknown to him_ and had heard 
them talk of a mofl: dangerous confpi.acy. A h 11ndred 

and eight ruffians, as he learned, had >een appointed to 
murder a hundred and eight lords and commoners, and 
were promifed rewards for thefe affaffin:t!ons, ten poundi 
for each lord, forty fhillings for each c<mmoner. Upon 
this notable intelligence, orders were ffued for feizing 
priefts and jefuits, a conference was defired with the 
lords, and the deputy-lieutenants of forTI! fufpected coun-
ties were ordered to put the people ir a pofrure of de-
fence c. 

THE pulpits likewife were called in ad, and refound
ed with the dangers, which threatend religion, from 
the defperate attempts of papifts and maignants. 1\tlul
titudes flocked towards Wefrminfrer, md infulted the 
prelates and fuch of the lords as adher1d to the crown. 
The peers voted a declaration againfi: th•fe tumults, and 
fent it to the lower houfe; but thefe reft.fed their concur
rence f. Some feditious apprentices, leing feized and 

d Journ. 3oth Nov. x6.p. Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 688 

vol. ii. p. 646. Journ. 16th Nov. 164l. Dugdale, ,. 77• 
rtb1 part iii. vol. i. P• 7 J o, 

'= Nalfon, 
f Rulb. 

committed 
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c H A P . entirely by info1cnce.and paffion: Their views were mor~ 
~ folid and profound. · They confidered, that, in a violent 

164~· attempt, fuch as an invafion of the ancient conflitution, 
the more lcifure was afforded the people to refleCt, the 
lefs would they be inclined to fecond that ra£h and 

clangerous enterprize; that the peers would certainly 
refufe their concurrence, nor were there any hopes of 

prevailing on them, but by infiigating the populace to 
tumult and diforder; that the employing of fuch odious 

means for fo invidious an end, would, at long-run, lofe 
them all their popularity, and turn the tide of favour to 
the contrary party; and that, if the king only remained 

in tranquillity, and cautioufly eluded the firfi ~iolence of 

the tempefr, he would, in the end, certainly prevail, and 
be able at leafi: to preferve the ancient laws and con
fiitution. They were therefore refol ved, if poffible, to 
excite him to fome violent paffion; in hopes that he 
would commit indifcretions, of which they might make 
advantage. 

IT was not long before they fucceeded beyond their 
fondefi wilhes. Charles was enraged to find that all his 

conceffions but encreafed their demands; that the people, 
who were returning to a fenfe of duty towards him, were 
again roufed to [edition and tumults; that the blackefl: 
calumnies were propagated againfi him, and even the 

lrilh maffacre afcribed to his coun fels and machinations ; 
and that a method of addrefs was adopted not only unfuit
able towards fo great a prince, but which no private 
gentleman could bear without refentment. When he 

; I t!Onfidered all thefe increafing ach; of infolence in the 

' commons, he was apt to afcribe them, in a great mea· 
fure, to his own indolence and facility. The queen and 
the ladies of the court farther !Emulated his paffion, and 
reprefented, that, if he exerted the vigour, and difplayed 
the majefiy of a monarch; the daring ufurpations of his 

fubjecb 
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f~bjecb would fhrink before him. Lord Digby, a man c ':_;: P. 

of fine parts, but full of levity, and hurried on by preci-~ 
pitate paffions, fuggefred like counfels; and Charles, 16•1-1• 

who, though commonly moderate in his temper, was 
ever difpofed to hafly refolutions, gave way to the fa-
tal importunity of his friends and fer\rants 0 • 

HERBER T, attorney general, appeared in the houfe of Accufation 

peers, and, in his maJ"efly's name, entered an accufationofth~ five 
me m wen. 

of high treafon againfr lord Kimbolton ·and five com-
rn~ners, Hollis, Sir Arthur Hazlerig, Hambden; Pym, 
and Strode. The articles were, That they had traiter
oufly endeavoured ~o fubvert the fundamental laws and 
government of the kingdom, to deprive the king of his 
regal power, arid to impofe on his fubjects an arbitrary 
and tyrannical authority; that they had endeavoured, by 
many foul afperfions on his majefly and his government, 
to alienate the affeCtions of his people, and make him 
odious to them ; that th~y had attempted to draw his late 
army to difobedience of hi• royal commands, and to fide 
with them in their traiterous defigns ; that they had in
vited and encouraged a foreign power to invade the king
dom; that they had aimed at fubverting the rights and 
':ery being of parliament; tha~ in order to complete 
their traiterous defigns, they had endeavoured, as far as; 
in them lay, by force and terror; to compel the parlia-

ment to join with them, and, to that end; had actually 
raifed and countenanced tumults againfi: the king and 
parliament; and that they had traiteroufly confpired to 
levy and actually had levied, war againfi: the king P, 

THE whole world flood amazed at this important accu

fation, fo fuddenly entered upon, without concert, deli
beration, or refleCiion. Some of thefe articles of accufa
tion, men faid, to judge by appearance, feem to be 

o Clarentfon, vol. ii. P• 36o. P Whitlocke, p. so. R.ulhwortb, 
r~l. v. p. 47l• Nal[on, vol. ii. p. Sn. Franklyn1 p. 906, 
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c H A P . common between the impeached members and the pariia.: 
~ ment; nor did thefe perfons appear any farther active in 

1 64~. _:_ the enterprizes, of which they were accufed, than fo far 
as tLey concurred with the majority in their votes and 
fpeeches. Though proofs, might, perhaps, be produced, 
of their privately inviting the Scots to invade England; 
how could fuch an attempt be confidered as treafon, after 
the aa of oblivion which had paffed, and after that both 
houfes, with the king's concurrence, had voted that na
tion three hundred thoufand pounds for their brotherly 
affifrance? While the houfe of peers are fcarcely able 
t? maintain their independency, or to rejeB: the bills fent 
them by the commons ; will they ever be permitted by 
the populace, fuppofing them inclined, to pafs a fentence, 
which mufr totally fubdue the lower houfe, and put an 
end to therr ambitious undertakings ? Thefe five mem .. 
hers, at leafr Pym, Hambden, and Hollis, are the very 
beads of the popular party; and if thefe be taken off, 
what fate mull: be expetled by their followers, who are 
many of them accomplices in the fame treafon ? The 
punifhment of leaders is ever the laft triumph over a 
broken and routed party ;. but furely was never before 
attempted, in oppofition to a faCtion, during the full tide 
of its power and fuccefs. 

BuT men had not leifure to wonder at the indifcretion 
of this meafure: Their afronilhment was excited by new 
attempts, frill more precipitate and imprudent. A fer
jeant at arms, in the king's name, demanded of the houf~ 
the -five members; and was fent back without any poii
tive anfwer. Me:ffengers were employed to fearch for 
.them, and arrefr them. Their trunks, chambers, and 
.fiudies, were fealed, and locked. The houfe voted all 
thefe acts of violence to be breaches of privilege, and com-

anded every one to defend the liberty of the members ~t. 

q Whitlocke, p. so. Ruihworth, vol. v. P• 474, 4] .Y 
i . }rhJ 
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he king, irritated by all this oppofition, refolved next c H A P 

day to come in perfon to the houfe, with an intention to~ 
demand, perhaps {eize in their prefence, the perfons whom 16.p .• 

he had accufed. 

THIS refolution was difcovered to the countefs of Car
lifie, fifter to Northumberland, a lady of fpirit, wit, and 
intriguer. She privately fent intelligence to the five 
members ; and they had time to withdraw, a moment 
before the king entered. He was accompanied by his 

ordinary retinue to the number of above two hundreJ, 
armed as ufua1, fome with halberts, fome with walking 
fwords. The king left them at the door, and he himfelf 
advanced alone through the hall; while all the members 
rofe to receive him. The fpeaker withdrew from his 
chair, and the king took poffeffion of it. The fpeech, 
which he made, was as follows; " Gentlemen, I am 
"' forry for this occafion of coming to you. YeH:erday, 
" I fent a ferjeant at arms, to demand fome, who, by my 
" order, were accufed of high treafon. In!lead of obe
" dience, I received a meffage. I mufr here declare to 
" you, that, though no king, that ever was in England, 
~' could be more careful of your privileges than I fhall 
'' be, yet in -cafes -of treafon no perfon has privilege. 
" Therefore, am I come to tell you, that I mufi: have 
'{' thefe men wherefoever I can find them. Well, fince 
u I fee all the birds are Rown, I do expect that you will 
" fend them to me as foon as they return. But I affur~ 
" you, on the word of a king, I never did intend any 
" force, but lhall proceed againft them in a f.1ir and legal 
" way: For I never meant any other. And now fince 
" I fee I cannot do what I came for, I think this is no 
" unfit occafion to repeat what I have faid formerly, that 
" whatever I have done in favour and to the good of my 
" fubjeB:s, I do intend to maintain its." 

' t Whitlocloe, p. ~I. W Jrwick, P• 2.0 1-• 5 Wbit;ockc, p • . ~o. 
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c H A P. WHEN the king was looking around for the accufed 
LV · 

~members he afked the fpeaker, who fl:ood below, whether 
1642. any of thefe perfons were in the houfe? The fpeaker, 

falling on his knee, prudently replied : "I have, Sir, 
" neither eyes to fee, nor tongue to fpeak in this place, 
" but as the houfe is pleafed to direct me, whofe fervant 
" I am. And I humbly afk pardon, t~at I cannot give 

" any other anfwer to what your maJefl:y is pleafed t~ 
" demand of me t." 

THE commons were in the utmofl: diforder; and, 
when the king was departing, fome members cried aloud; 
fo as he might hear them, Privilege! privilege! And the 
houfe immediately adjourned till next day u. 

THAT evening, the accufeq members, to lhow t~ 
greater apprehe.nfion, removed into the city, which wa~ 

their fortrefs. The c~tizen.s were the whole night~ 
in arms. Some people, who were appointed for tha~ 
purpofe, or p~rhaps aCtuated by their own terrors, ran 
from gate to gate, crying out, that the cavaliers were 
coming to burn the city, and that the king himfelf was 
at their head. ' 

NEXT morning Charles fent to the mayor, and ordered 
him to call a common-council immediately. About ten 
o'clock, he himfelf, attended only by three or four lords~ 
went to Guildhall. He told the common-council, tha_t 
he was forry to hear of the apprehenfions entertained of. 
him ; that he was come to them without any guard, i~ 
order to lhow how much he relied on their affections; and 
that he had accufed certain men of high-treafon, againft 
whom he would proceed in a legal way, and therefore 
prefumed that t_hey would not meet with protection in th~ 
city. After many other gracious expreffions, he told on.e 
of the ilieri!fs, who of the two was thought the leafi in· 
~lined to his fervice, that he would dine with him. He. 

~ Whitlock~, p. so. May, bcok ii, p. z~; u Whitlocke, P• 5'• 
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departed the hall without receiving the applaufe, which C HLVA P. 

he expected. In paffing through the ftreets, he heard~ 
the cry, Privilege of parliament! privilege of parliament l t

6
4

2 

refounding from all quarters. One of the populace, 

more infolent than the rcfi, drew nigh to his coach, and 
called out with a loud voice, To your tents, 0 Ifrael! 
the words employed by the mutinous Ifraelites, when 

they abandoned Rehoboam:a their ra£h and ill-counfelled 

fovereign w. 

WHEN the houfe of commons met, they affected the 
greatefr difmay; and adjourning themfelves for fome days, 

. ordered a committee to fit in merchant· taylors hall in 

the city. The committee made an exact enquiry into 
all circumfrances attending the king's entr-y into the 

houfe: Every paffionate fpecch, every menacing gefl:ure 
qf any, even the meanefl:, of his attendants, was record
ed and aggravated. An intentio.n of offering violenc~ 
to the parliament, of feizing the accufed members in 
the very houfe, and of murdering all who fhould make 
refifl:ance, was inferred. And that unparalleled breach 
of privilege, fo it was called, was frill afcribed to the 
counfel of papifl:s and their adherents. This expreffion, 

which then recurred every moment in fpeeches and me

morials, and which, at prefent, is fo apt to excite 

laughter in the reader, begat at that time the deepefr and 

mofr real confl:ernation throughout the kingdom. 

A LETTER was pretended to be intercepted, and was 

communicated to the committee, who pretended to lay 
great fl:refs upon it. One catholic there congratulates 

another on the accufation of the members i and reprc

fents that incident as a branch of the fame pious contri
vance, which had excited the Irilh infurreCl:ion, and by 

which the profane heretics would foon be exterminated 

in England x, 

w Rulh. vol. v. p. 479· Clarendon, vol. ii. P· 361a 

,. Nalfon, vol. ii, p. 836, TH 
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c H A P. The houfe again met; and, after Confirming th~ votes LV • 
......_...........J of their committee, infiantly adjourned, as if exp)fed to 

16
·P• the mofi: eminent perils from the violence of ther ene

m :es. This pratlice they continued for fome time. 
\Vhen the people, by thefe affected panics, were wought 
up to a fufficient degree of rage and terror, it was t10ught 
proper, that the accufed members !hould, \vith a tri
umphant and military proceffion, take their feats in the 
houfe. The river was covered with boats, an( other 
velfcls, laden with fmall pieces of ordnaHce, and pepared 
for fight. Skippon, whom the parliament had app,intcd, 
by their own authority, major-general of the cit:-mili
tia Y, condutl:ed the members, at the head of this umul-

1'umults. 
tuary army, to Wefiminfier-hall. And when the popu-
lace, by land an~ by water, p;.1fTed Whitehall, tlry fiill 
afked with infulting !bouts, !Fhat was. become of be king 
and his cavaliers ? And whither are thry fled? z 

K ing lean·s THl! k ing, apprehenfive of danger from the mraged 
Lond~;n, 

multitude, h:1d retired to Hampton-court, deferteC:by all 
the world, and overwhelmed with grief, !hame, a1d rc
morfe, for the fatal meafures, into which he hat been 
hurried. His difhcffed fituation he could no longtzr 
afcribe to the rigors of defiiny, or the maligrity of 
enemies: His ovYn precipitancy and indifcretion rnufl: 
bear the blame of whatever di[aficrs fhould hen1efonh 
befal him. The mofr faithful of his adherents, bttween 
forrow and indignation, were confounded with refl£!ions 
on what had happened, and what was likely to bllow. 
Seeing every profpeB: blafi:ed, faCl:ion triumphart, the 
clifcontcnted populace inflamed to a degree of fur), they 
utterly defpaired of fucccfs, in a caufe, to whoc ruin 
friends and enemies fccmed eqnally to confpire. 

Y Kalfon, vol, ii, p . 833• 
Clo~leod~, vol , ii . ~ · 380, 

2 Whitlocke, p. 5-z., Dugdalf p. 8~. 
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TIE prudence of the kinO', in his condua of this c H A P. 

affair, nobody pretended to jufrify. The legality of his~ 
proc<Edings met with many and j ufi apologies; though 164~. 

genenlly ofFered to unwilling ears. No maxim of law, 

it wa; faid, is more c!bblifhed or more univerfally allow-

ed, tlan that privilege of parliament extends not to trea-
'fon, felony, or breach of peace; nor has either houfe, 

durirg former ages, ever pretended, in any of thole cafes, 
to irterpofe in behalf of its members. Though fome 
jncorveniencies !hould refult from the obfervance of this 
maxin; that would not be fuffic;ent, without other au-
thoriy, to aboli!h a principle eftablifl1ed by uninterrupted 
prec«lent, and founded on the tacit confcnt of the whole 

lcgilhture. But what are the inconveniencies fo much 
dreaced ? The king, on pretence of treafon, may feiz.e 
any nembers of the oppofite faCl:ion, ancJ, for a time, 
gain to his partizans the majority of voices. But if h~ 
feize only a few; will he not lofe more friends, by fuch 

· 3 grcfs artifice, than he confines enemies? If he fcize a 
grea1 number; is not this expedient force, open and bare

face<? And what remedy, at all times, againft fuch 
fore~ but to oppofe to it a force, which is fu perior r 
Ever allowing that the king intended to employ violence~ 

not tuthority, for feizing the members; though at that 
tim~ and ever afterwards, he po!itively a!ferted the con .... 

trar); yet will his conduel: admit of excufe. That the 
halL where the parliament a!femble~ is an inviolable 
fanC.uary, was never yet pretended. And if the eo m ... 
moffi complain of the affront offered them, by an attempt 
to areft their members in their very prefence; the blame 
muf lie entirely on thcm[dves, who had formerly rcfufed 

convliance with the king,s meffagc, when he p~accably 
dernwded thefe members. The fovereign is the great 
exe<Utor of the laws; and his prefence w as here legally 

empoyed, both in order to prevent oppofition, and to 
protcel 
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C H A P. proteCl: the houfe againfr thofe infults which their difobe .. 
LV. 
~ dience had fo well merited. 

t~41• CHARLES knew to how little purpofe he lbould urge 
thefe reafons againft the prefent fury of the commons. 
He propofed, therefore, by a me£rage, that they would 
;:tgree upon a legal method, by which he might carry on 
his profecution againft the members, left farther mifun
derftandings happen with regard to privilege. They 
aefired him to lay the grounds of accufation before the 
houfe; and pretended that they muft fidl: judge, whether 
it were proper to give up their members to a legal tri~l. 

The king then informed them, that he would wave, for 

the prefent, all profecution: By fucceillve meffages, he 
afterwards offered a pardon to the members; offered to 
concur in any law that fhould acquit or fecure them; 
offered any reparation to the houfe for the breach of pr.i
vilcge, of which, he ac:<nowledged, they had rcafon to 
complain b. They were refolved to accept of no fatif
faClion, unlefs he would difcover his advifers in that 
illega~ meafure: A condition, to which, they knew, 
that, without rendering himfelf for ever vile and con· 
temptible, he could not poffibly fubmit. J\IIeanwhile, 
they continued to thunder againfi: the violation of parlia .. 
mentary privileges, and, by their violent outcries, to 
inflame the whole nation. The fecret reafon of their dif
pleafure, however obvious, they carefully concealed. In 
the king's accufation of the members, they plainly faw 
his judgment of late parliamentary proceedings; and every 
adherent of the ruling faCtion dreaded the fame fate, fhou)d 

royal authority be re-efi:ablifhed in its ancient Juftre. By 
the mofi: unhappy conduct, Charles, while he extremdy 
~~1gmented, in his opponents, the will, had alfo enqeakd 
the ability, of hurting him. 
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THE more to excite the people, whofe difpofitions C H A Py 

were already very feditious, the expedient of petitioning~ 
was renewed. A petition from the county of Bucking- 1~4-:. 

ham was prefented to the houfe by fix thcuf~nd fubfcri-
bers vyho promifed to live and tlie in defe~ce of the pri7 

vileges of parliament c. T)le city of Lo.ndo~, the county 
pf Effex, that of Hertfotd, Surrey, Berks, imitated the 
example. A petition from the apprentices was gra~iou~y 
received c1. Nay, one was em:e-utaged from the porters ; 
whofe numbers amounted, as they faid, to fifteen thou~ 
fand e. The addrefs of that great body contained the 
~'1me articles with all the others; the privileges of parlia-
~ent, the danger of religion, the rebellion of Ireland~ 
the decay of trade. The porters farther defired, that 
jufiicG might b~ qone upon offenders, as the atrocioufnef~ 
of their crimes had deferved. And they added, '(hat if 
Jucb remedies were any longe·r Jufpended, they jhould be forced 
to extremities not fit to be named, and make good, the faying. 
~' That neccffity has no law f." 

A.NQTHE R petition was prefented by feveral poor peo
ple, or beggars, in the name of many thoufands more; 
in which the petitioners propofed as a remedy for the 
public miferies~ Tbat thofe noble worthi~s of the houfe if 
peers, wbo concur witb the happy votes of the c11mmons, may 
/eparate themfelves from the rijl, and fit and vote as one intire 
body. The commons gave thanks for this petition g. 

THE very women were feized with the fame rage. A 
brewer's wife, follo":ed by many thoufands of her fex, 
brought a petition to the houfe; in which the petitioners 
expreifed their terror of the papifis and prelates, and thei.r 
dread of like maffacres, rapes, and outrages, with thofe 
y.rhich had been committed upon ~heir fcx in Ireland. 
They had been nece.ffitated, they faid, to imitate the ex-

e Rufhwor~h, vol. v. P• 487, 

e Dugdale, p. 87. 

~ Idem, ibiJ. p. 413. 

d Idem, iMd. P• 4S2. 
f Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 4f41• 
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c rr A P. ample of the woman of Tekoah: And they claimed equa1 
~· r is;ht w ith the men, of declaring, by petition, their fenfe 
· l6q.:., of the public -caufe; becaufe Chrifl: had purchafed them 

11t as dear a rate, and in the free enjoyment of Chrifi co.n
fi fls equally the happinefs of both fexes. Pym came to 
t l: c door of the hcufc;. and.,. having told the female 
z eal ots, that their petition was thankfully accepted, and 
was prefented in a fcafonablc time, he begged that their 
prayers for the fuccefs of the commons might follow their 
petttton. Such low arts of popularity were affected! 
And by fuch illiberal cant were the unhappy people in
ciced to t:ivil difcord and tonvulfions ! 

IN the mean time, not only all petitions, which favour
c:d the church or monarchy, from whatever hand they 
came~ were difcouraged; but the petitioners were fent 
for, imprifoned, and profecute1l as delinquents:.. And 

this unequal conduct was openly avowed and jufiificd, 
Whoever defire a change, it was faid, mufi: cxprefs their 
fc:ntiments; for how, otherwife, fuall they be known? 
Eut thofe who favour the efrablifhed government in church 
or fiate, fhould not petition; becaufe they already enjoy 
what they wifh for h• 

THE king had poffeffed a great party in the lower 
~10u!e, as appeared in the vote for the remonfirance ; and 
this party, had every new caufe of difguft been carefully 
avoided, would foon have become the majority; fr0m 
the odium att~nd ing the violent meafures, embraced by 
the popular lea.ders. A great majority he always po.ffdfcd 
in the haufe of peers..,. even after the bi!hops were con· 
fined er chafed away;. and this majority could not have 
been overcome, but by outrages, which, in the en&~ 
would have drawn difgr:1ce and ruin on thofe who incited 
them. By the .prefent fury of the people, as by an inun
tlat!on, were all thef." obfracles fwcvt away, and erery 

. rampart 
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rampart of royal authority laid level with the ground. C H A P. 

The vi~ory was purfued with impetuofity by the faga-~ 
-cious commons, who knew the importance of a favour- x64:z.. 

able moment in all popular commctions. The terror of 
their authority they extended over the whole nation; and 
;all oppofition, and cvc.n all blame vented in private con
verfation, were treated as the mof1: atrocious crimes, by 
thefe fevere inquifitors. Scarcely was it pe1mitted to 

find fault with the conduct of any particular member, if 
he made a fi6ure in the houfe; and reflections, thrown 
out on Pym, were at this time treated as breaches of pri-
vilege. The populace without doors were ready to exe-
cute, from the leafr hint, the will of their leaders; nor 
was it fafe for any member to approach either houfe, wh() 
pretended to controul or oppofc the general torrent. Af-
ter [o undifguifed a manner was this violence conducted~ 
that Hollis, in a fpcech to the peers, defired to know the 

names of fuch members as ihould vote contrary to th~ 
fentiments of the commons i: And Pym faid in the lower 
houfe, that the people mufr not be refrrained in the ex-
prcffions of their j ufr defires k. 

BY the Right, or terror, or defpondency of the king's 
party, an. undifputed majority remained every-where tC> 

their opponents; and the bills fcnt up by the commons? 

which had hitherto fropped with the peers, and would 
certainly have been rejeCted, now pafit-d, and were pre
fented for the royal affent. Thefe were, the preffing bill 
with its preamble, and the bill againf1: the votes of the 
bilhops in parliament. The king's authority was at that 
time reduced tQ the lowef1: ebb. The queen too, being 
fecretly threatened with an impeachment, and finding no 
refource in her huiliand's proteCtion, was preparing to 
retire into Holland. The rage of the people was, on ac
count of her religion, as well as her fpirit and aCl:iviry, 

k lbidf 

~Jni verfall y 
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c ~v~ P. univerfally levelled againft her. Ufage, the moft con..: 

~ tumelious, fhe had hitherto borne with filent indignatiom 

.J~z. The commons, in their fury againfi pricfis, had feized 

her very confeffor; nor would ~hey releafe him upon her 

repeated applications. Even a vifit of the prince to his 

mother had been openly complained of, and remonfirances 
againfi it had been prefented to her 1• Apprehenfive of 
attacks fiill more violent, the was defirous of facilitating 
her efcape ; and {he prevailed with the king to pafs thefe 
bills, in hopes of appeafing, for a time, the rage of the 
multitude m. 

THESE new conceffions, however important, the king 

immediately found to have no other effect, than had all 
the preceding ones : They were made the fou~dation o_f 

demands fiill more exorbitant~ From the facility of his 
difpofition, from the weaknefs of his fituation, the coni

mons believed, that he could now rcfufe them nothing. 
And they regarded the leafi moment of rela~ation, iri 

their invafion of royal authority, as highly impolitic, 

during the uninterrupted torrent of their fucceffes. The 
very moment they were informed of thefe lafi acquifitions, 

they affronted the queen, by opening fome intercepted 
letters written to her by lord Digby : They carried up 

an impeachment againfi Herbert, attorney-general, for 

obeying his mafier's commands in accufing their mem
bers n. And they profecuted, with fre.fh vigour, their 

plan of the militia, on which they refied all future hopes 

of an uncontrouled authority. 

THE commons were fenfible, that monarchical govern· 
ment, which, during fo many ages, had been eftabli£hed 
in England, would foon regain fome degree of its former 

dignity, after the prefent tempeft w~s overblown; nor 

would all their new-invented limitations be- able totally 

I Nalfon, vol. ii, p. 511.. m Clarendon, vol, ii. P• 428~ 

n Rufu, vol . v. "' 48,. Clarendon, vol. ii. P· 385. 
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to fupprefs an authority, to which the nation had ever c H A P. 

been accufiomed. The fword alone, to which all hu-~ 
man ordinances mufl: fubmit, could guard their acquired 164~. 
power, and fully enfure to them perfonal fafety againfl: 
the rifing indignation of their fovereign. This point, 
therefore, became the chief object: of their aims. A 
large magazine of arms being placed in the town of Hull, 
they difpatched thither Sir John Hotham, a gentleman of 
confiderable fortune in the neighbourhood, and of an an-
cient family; and they gave him the authority of gover-
nor. They fent orders to Goring, governor ofPortfmouth~ 
to obey no commands but ·fuch as he fhould receive from 
the parliament. Not content with having obliged the 
king to difplace Lunsford, whom he had appointed go-
vernor of the Tower o, they never ceafed foliciting him, 
till he had alfo difplaced Sir John Biron, a man of unex• 
ceptionable charaCl:er, and had be fro wed that command 
on Sir John Conyers, in whom alone, they faid, they 
could repofe confidence. After making a fruitlefs at-
tempt, in which the peers refu.fed their concurrence, to 

give public warning, that the people lhould put them-
fel vc !! in a pofrure of defence againft the en terprizes o.f 
papijls and other ill-ajfelled perfons P, they now refolved, 
by a bold and decifive fhoke, to feize at once the whole 
power of the fword, and to confer it entirely on their own 
creatures and adherents. 

THE fevere votes, paffed in the beginning of this par
liament, againfi lieutenants and their deputies, for exer
cifing powers affumed by all their predeceffors, had totally 
difarmed the crown, and had not left in any magifrrate 
military authority, fufficient for the defence and fecurity 
of the nation. To remedy this inconvenience now ap
peared neceffary. A bill was introduced and paffed the 
two houfes, which reftored to lieutenants and deputies 

• Ruin. vol, v. p, 4S9• P Nalfon, vol, ii, p. 8so. 
s the 
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c H A P. the fame powers, of which the votes of the common~ 
~ had bereaved them ; but at the fame time the names of 
· J64a. all the lieu tenants were itlferted in the bill ; and thcfc 

.confifi:ed enLrely of men, in whom the parliament could 
confide. And for their conduct, they were accountable, 

by the exprefs terms of the bill, not to the king, but to . 

the parliament. 

THE policy purfued by the commons, and which had 
hitherto fucceeded to admiration, was, to a£l:onilh the 
king by the boldnefs of their enterprizes, to intermingle 
no fweetnefs with their feverity, to employ expreffions no 

lefs violent than their pretenfiom, and to make him fen

:lible in what little efiimation they held both his perfon 
and his dignity. To a bill fo defi:ructive of royal autho

rity, they prefixed, with ~n infolence feemingly wanton, 
a preamble equally dilhonourable to the perfonal character 
of the king. Thefe are the words : " Whereas there has 
" been of late a mofi: dangerous and defperate defign 
" upon the boufe of commons, which we have jufl: caufe 

" to believe an efFeCt of the bloody counfels of papiHs 
&' and other ill-afFeCted perfons, who have already raifed 

" a rebellion in the kingdom of Ireland. And whereas, 
" by reafon of many difcoveries, we cannot but fear the}" 
" will proceed, not only to fiir up the like rebellions and 
" infurreCtions in this kingdom of England; but alfo to 
" back them with forces from abroad, &c '1." 

HERE Charles firfi: ventured to put a fi:op to his con· 
ceffions; and that not by a refufal, but a delay. When 
this demand was made; a demand, which, if granted, 
the commons jufily regarded as the lafi: they ihould ever 
have occafion to make; he was at Dover, attending the 
queen and the princefs of Orange, in their embarkation. 
He replied, that he had not now leifure to confider a mat

te{ of fo great importance, and muft therefore refpite his 

! R.u1h. vol. v. p. 519, 
anfwet 
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anfwer till his return r, The parliament in!hntly clif- C H A P. 
patched an~ther mefiage to him, with felicitations frill ~ 
more importunate. 1."'hey expreffed their great grief on d1F6 4b~. 

• • 2.2. e • 
account of his majefry's anfwer to their jufi: and neceffary 
petitiOn. They reprefented, that any, delay, during dari:
gers and difi:raCtions fo great and preffing, was not lefs 
unfatisfaCtory and dcfi:ruCtive than an abfolute denial. 
They infifi:ed, that it was their duty to fee put in execu• 
tion a meafure fo necefrary for public fafety. And they,zSth Feb~ 
affirmed, that the people, in many counties, had applied 
to theth for that purpofe~ and, in fome place~, were, of 
themfelves and by their own authority, providing againft 
thofe urgent dangers, with which they were threaten~d s. 

EvEN after this in~olcnce, the king durfr not ventur~ 
upon a flat denial. Befides excepting to the preamble, 
which threw fuch diilionour upon him, and protefi:ing 
the innocence of his intentions, when he entered the 
houfe of commons '; he only defired that t?e ~ilitary au-. 
thority, if it were defeCtive, lhould firft be conferred 
upon the crown; and he proinifcd to befi:ow commiffions, 
but fuch as lhould be revocable at pleafure, on the fame 
perfons whom the parliament had named in the biil r • • 

By a former meffage, h~ had expreffed his wilhes, that 
they would lay before him, in one view, all the concef
flons, which they deemed requ'ifite · for the fettlement of. 
the n~tion. They pretended, that they 'were expofed to 
perils fo dreadful ana imminent, that they"had not leifure 
for fuch a work u·. The ·expedient, propofed by the king, 
feemetl a fufficient remedy during this emergence; and 
yet maintaiped the prerogatives of the crow~ entire and 
unbroken. 

But the intentions of the commons were wide of this Ift i.f.m h. 

purpofe, and their panics could be cured by one remedy 

r Rufh. vol. v. p. s:u. s Idem, ibid. .t Idem1 ibid, 
• Idem, ibid. p, 5161 5I71 
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c H A P. alone. They infiantly replied, that the dangers and djf ... 
~ tepmers of the nation were fuch as could endure no longer 

164:z. delay; and unlefs the king fpeedily complied with their 
demands, they fhould be confirained, for the fafety of 
prince and people, to difpofe of the militia by the autho
rity of both houfes, and were refolved to do it accordingly. 
They afferted, that thofe parts of the kingdom, which 
had, from their own authority, put themfelves in a pofture 
of defence during thefe prevailing fears and jealoufies, 
had acred fuitably to the declarations and directions of 
both houfes1 and conformably to the laws of the king
dom. And while they thus menaced the king with their 
power, they invited him to fix his relidence at London, 
where, they knew, he would be entirely at mercy w. 

" I am fo much amazed at this meffage/' faid the 
JC.ing in his prompt reply, "that I know not what to an
'' fwer. You fpeak of jealoulies and fears ! Lay your 
" hands on your hearts, and afk yourfelves, whether I 
" may not likewife be difturbed with fears and jealoufies : 
" And if fo, I afi"ure you, that this meffage has nothing 
" leffened them. 

" As to the militia; I thought fo much of it before I 
" gave that anfwer, and am fo much affured, that the 
" anfwer is agreeable to what in j ufiice or reafon you 
" can af'~, or I in honour grant, that l fuall not alter it 

'' in any point. 

" FoR. my refidence near you, I wifu it might be fafe 
'' and honourable, and that I had no caufe to abfent my .. 
'' felf from Whitehall : Afk yourfelves whether I have 
" not x. 

" WHAT would you have? Have I violated your 
'' laws r Have I denied to p<~f., any bill for the eafe and 

;; Ru.fhwonh, part m. vol. i, thap. iv. P• 5Z3• 
P• 52 4• 
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cc fecurity of my fubjetl:s ? I do not afk what you have c H A P. 
l" d fi LV. one or me. '---v--1 

" Have any of my people been tranfportcd with fears 
" and apprehenfions r I offer as free and general a par
" don as yourfelves can devife. All this confidered, there 

'' is a judgment of heaven upon this nation, if thefe dif .. 
" tractions continue. 

" God fo deal with me and mine as all my thoughts 
" and intentions are upright for the maintenance of the 
" true proteftan t profeffion, and for the obfervance and 
" prefervation of the laws; and I hope God will blefs 
"' and affifr thofe laws for my prefervation r ." 

No fooner did the commons defpair of obtaining the 
king's confent to their bill, than they inftantly voted, that 
thofe who advifed his majefl:y's anfwer were enemies to the 
flate, and mifchievous projetl:ors againll: the fafety of the 
nation; that this denial is of fuch dangerous confequence; 
that, if his majefty perfifl: in it; it will hazard the peace 
and tranquillity of all his kingdoms, unlefs fame fpeedy 
remedy be applied by the wifdom and authority of both 
houfes; and that fuch of the fubjetl:s as have put them
felves in a pofture of defence againfr the common dangert 
have done nothing but what is jufiifiable, and approved 
by the houfe z. 

LEsT the people might be averfe to the feconding of all 
thefe ufurpations, they were plied anew with rumours of • 
danger, with the terrors of invafion, with the dread of 
Englilh and Irilh papifis; and the mo{f: unaccountable 
panics were fpread throughout the nation. Lord Digby 
having entered Kingfton in a coach and fix, attended by 
a few livery-fervants, the intelligence was conveyed to Lon
don; and it was immediately voted, that he had appeare4 
in a bofl:ile manner, to the terror and affright of his ma-

Y Rulhworth, vol. v, p, 532• 
P· 5Zf• 

:.r. lbid, palt iii, vol. i. thap. iv. 

I i 2 jefty's 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN, 

c I-fv~ P. jelly's fubjects, and had levied war againft the king and 
I "------...----'kingdom a. Petitions from all quarters loudly demanded 

1647.o f h ]" h • • Jl . o t e par 1ament to put t e nat1on m a ponure of de ... 
fence; and the county of Stafford in particular expreffed 

fuch dread of an infurrection among the papifts, that 
every man, they faid, was confhained to ftand upon his 
guard, not even daring to go to church unarmed u. 

THAT the fame violence by which he had fo long been 
opprdfed, might not Hill reach him, and extort his c~n
fent to the militia bill, Charles had refolved to remove 
farther from London: And accordingly, taking the prince 

Yit?arrives of \Vales and the duke of York along with him, hear-
t xo;k. · d b fl · · Y k h" h h d d nve·, y ow JOUrmes, at or , w 1c e· etermine 

for fome time to make the place of his rcfidence. The 
difiant parts of the kingdom, being removed from that 
furious vortex of new principles and opinions, which had 
tranfported the capital, fl:ill retained a fincere regard for 
the church and monarchy ; and the king here found 

marks of attachment beyond what he had before expeCt
ed c. From a1l quarters of England, the prime nobility 

and gentry, either perfonally, or by mdiages and letters; 
cxpreffed their duty towards him; and exhorted him to 
fave himfelf and them from that ignominious !lavery, 
with which they were threatened. The fmall interval of 
time, which had paffed fince the fatal accufation of the 
members, had been fufficient to open the eyes of many, 
and to rec()ver them from the afioni!hment, with v,·hich 
at firfi they had been feizcd. One rafh and paffionate 
<:~ttcmpt of the king's feemed but a fmaH counterbalance 
to fo many aCls of deliberate violence, which had been 

< fFered to him, and every branch of the legiflature : And, 

however fweet the found of liberty, many refolved t<> 
Ddhere to that moderate freedom tranfmitted them froll) 

a Clarendon. R ufh. part iii. vol. l. chap. ii, P• 495• b Dugcale, 

l'· i). ' Warw:ck, P• io3. 
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their ancefi:ors, and now better fecured by fuch important C H A P. 

<:onceffions; nther than, by engaging in a giddy fearch ~ 
.after more indep2ndcnce, run a manifefi: rifk, either of x64.z. 

incurring a cruel fubjeCl:ion, or abandoning all law and 

order. 

CHARLES, finding himfelf fupported by a confiderable 

party in the kingdom, began to (peak in a firmer tone, 

and to retort the accufations of the commons with a vi

gour, which he had not before exerted. Notwithfi:and

ing their remonfl:rances, and menae€s, and infults, he 

fidl pedi£l:ed in refufing their bill ; and they proceeded 

to frame an ordinance, in which, by the authority of the 

two houfes, without the king's confent, they named lieu

tenants for all the counties, and conferrred on them the 

command of the whole military force, of all the guards, 
garrifons, and forts of the kingdom. He ifTued proclama

tions againfr this manife!l ufurpation; and, as he pro
feffed a refolution frriCl:ly to obferve the law himfelf, fo 
was he determined, he faid, to oblige every other pcrfon 

to pay it a like obedience. The name of the king was 

fo dfential to all laws, and fo familiar in all aCl:s of exe

cutive authority, that the parliament was afraid, had they 
totally omitted it, that the innovation would be too fen

fible to the people. In all commands, therefore, which 

they conferred, they bound the perfons to obey the orders 

of his majefiy, fignified by both houfes of parliament. 

AnJ, inventing a difi:inCl:ion, hitherto unheard of, between 

. the office and the perfon of the king; thofe very forces, 

which they employed againfi: him, they levied in his name, 

and by his authority d. 

IT is remarkable how much the topics of argument 

were now reverfed between the parties. The king, while 

be acknowledged his former error, of employing a plet:t 

of neceffity, in order to infringe the laws and confiitu ... 

11 Ruthworth, vol. v. p. 526. 
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c H A P. tion, warned the parliament not to imitate an example, 
~on which they threw fuch violent blame; and the parlia-

.t6q:.. ment, while ~hey cloathed their perfonal fears or ambitiot' 
under the appearance of national and imminent danger, 
made unknowingly an apology for the mofr exceptionable 
part of the king's co~duct. That the liberties of the 
people were no longer expofed to any peril from royal 
~uthority, fo narrowly circumfcribed, fo exaetly defined~ 
fo much unfupported by revenue and by military power, 
~ight be mai~tained upon very plaufible topics: But 
th:1t the danger, allowing it t~ have any exifience, was 
not of that kind ; great, urgent, inevitable; which dif4 

folves all la~ and levels all limitations, feems apparent 
from the 1implefi view of thefe trcmfaetions. So obvi
ous indeed was the king's prefent inability to invade the 
confi:itution, that the fears and jGal.o\lfies, which operated 
on th.e people, and pu~ed them fo furioufly to arms, were 
undoubtedly not of a civil, but of a religious nature. The 
~ifiempered imaginations of men W~te agitated with a con
tinual dread of popery, with a horror againfi prelacy

2 
with 

an antipathy to ceremonies and the liturgy~ and with a 
violent affeCtion for whatever was mo~ oppofite to thefe 
~bjcB:s of averfi?n. '"I'he fanatical fpirit, let loofe, con
founded all regard to eafe, fafcty) i~terdt'; and diffolved 
every moral and ciyil obligation e. 

E .'\CH party was now willing to throw on its antago
.{lifi the odium of cam mencing a civil war; but both of 
them prepared for an event which they deemed inevita,hle. 
To gain the people's favour and good opinion, was the 
chief point on both fides. Never was there a people le~s 
corrupted by vice, and more aCtuated by principle, than 
the Englilh during that period ': N~ver were there indivi
duals who poffeffed more capaci'ty, more courage, more 
public fpirit, more difinterefl:ed zeal. ~he in~ufion of 

e See note (DD] at the end of the vo.lume, 

one 
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one ingredient, in too large a proportion, had corrupted c H A P. 

all thefe noble principles, and converted them into the~ 
moft virulent poifon. To determine his choice in the 164a. 

approaching contefts, every man hearkened with avidity 

to the re.afons propofed on both fides. The war of the 

en preceded that of the fword, and daily fharpened the 

humours of the oppofite parties. Befides private adven

turers without number, the king and parliament them• 

felves carried on the controverfy, by meffages, remon
firances, and declarations ; where the nation was really 
the party, to whom all arguments were addreffed. Charles 
had here a double advantage. Not only his caufe was 
more favourable, as fupporting the ancient government 

jn church and ftate againft the moft illegal prctenfions : 

It was alfo defended 'ith more art and e1oq uence. Lord 
Falkland had accepted the office of fecretary; a man who 

adorned the pureA: virtue with the richefr gifts of nature, 

and the moft valuable acquifitions of learning. By him, 
affifted by the king himfelf, were the memorials of the 
royal party chiefly compofed. So fenfible was Charles of 
his fuperiority in this particular, that he took care to 
difperfe every-where the papers of the parliament toge· 

ther with his own, that the people might be the more en
abled, by comparifon, to form a judgment between them; 
The parliament, while they difhibuted copies of their 

own, were anxious to fupprefs all the king's compofi .. 

tions r. 
To clear up the principles of the confritution, to mark 

the boundaries of the powers entrufl:ed by Jaw to the fe
veral members, to fhow what great improvements the 
whole political fyil:em had received from the king's late 
conceffions, to demonfl:rate his entire confidence in his 
people, and his reliance on their affe8ions, to point out 
the ungrateful returns which had been made him, and 

f Ru!hworth, vol. v. P• 7 jio 
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C Ifv; P. the ewrmous encroachments, infults, and indignities, to 
~ whict he had been expofed; thefe were the topics, which, 

-l
6
·tz· \yi~h ro 111;uch ju!tnefs of reafoning and propriety of ex

preiJicn, were infifie~ on in the king's declarations and 
remo1firances g. 

TJOUGI-! thefe writings were of confequence, and 
tendet much to reconcile the nation to Charles, it was 
evidett that they would not be decifive, and that keener 
weapms mufr determine the controverfy. To the ordi

nanceof the parliament concerning the militia, the kin~ 
oppofld his commiffions of array. The counties obeyed 
die OJe or the bther, according as the-y :fiood affected. 

And n many counties, where the people were divided, 
mobbih combats and fkirmifhes enfued h. · The parlia
ment, on this occafion, went fo far as to vote, " That 
" when the lords and commons in parliament, which is 
'' thefupreme court of judicature, fhall declare what the 
" law of the land is, to have this not only q uefiioned, 
" but:::ontradiB:ed, is a high breach of their privileges i," 

This vas a plain affuming of the whole legifb.tive autho
rity, md exerting it in the rnofi material article, the go
vernment of the militia. Upon the fame principles they 

pretenced, by a verbal cr~ticdin on the tenfe of a Latin 

verb, o ravilh from th~ king his negative voice in th~ 
l~giflat1re k. 

THI magazine of Hall contained the arr11s of all the 

forces ~vied againfl: the Scots; and S~r John Hotham, 

the gmernor, though he had accepted of a commiffio~ 
from tle parliament, was not thought to be much dif-

g See nte [EE J at the end of the volume. • 
i Rulhorth, vol. v. p. 534• 

h May, book ii. P• 99• 

k The ling, by his coronation oath, promifes that he would matntain the 
l.;ws and n'lorr.s which the people had chof~n, quas vu:'g;us e!(gait: The par
liament prtended, that elegerit meant jhall chufe; and confequently, that thu 
~ing bad n right to rcfufe any bills wh~ch 1bould be prefented him. See 
Ru!hw9•th vol. v. p. s~o. . 
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.affcCl:ed to the church and monarchy. Charles, tlerefore, C H A P. 

entertained hopes, that, if he prefented himfelf,at Hull~ 
before the commencement of hofl:ilities, Hothan, over- 164a. 

~wed by his prefence, would admit him with his etinue; 
after which he might eafily render himfelf mafl:e of the 
place. But the governor was on his guard. He hut the 

gates, and refufed to receive the king, who defir'd leave 

to enter with twenty perfons only. Charles immdiatcly 
proclaimed him traitor, and complained to the paiiament 
of his difobedience. The parliament avowed and ufl:ified 
the action 1• 

THR county of York levied a guard for thekingofPrepa~. 
6oo men : For the kings of England had hithero lived tions. 

among their fubjeB:s like fathers among their qildren, 
and had derived all their fecurity from the dignity)f their 

character, and from the protection of the laws. The 
two houfes, though they had already levied a gtard for 
themfelves; bad attempted to feize all the militar)powcr, 
a11 the navy, and all the forts of the kingdom; ;nd ha<! 
openly employed their authority in every kind of Narlike 
preparations: Yet immediately voted, " That tl:e king, 
~' feduced by wicked counfel, intended to mace war 
" againfi: his parliament, who, in all their confutations 

~' and aCtions, had propofed no other end, but ne care, 

" of his kingdoms, and the performance of all d1ty and 
~' loyalty to his_perfon ; that this attempt was abruch 

" of the trufl: repofed in him hy his people, conrary to 

" his oath, and tending to a diilol uti on of the JOVern-
" ment; and that whoever fhould affifl: him in fuch a 
" war, were traitors by the fundamental laws of the 
~' kingdom m." 

The armies, which had been every-where rafed on 

pretence of the fervice in Ireland, were hencefortl more 

1 Whitlocke, p. 55· Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 56 5o &c. May1 book ii. 
p. sr. m Whitlocke, p. 57• Rulhworth, vol. v, p. 71,. Dugdale, 
• 93• May1 book ii, p. 54• 
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c H A 'P ·openly inlifted by the parliament for their own purpofes, 
LV. . 

L--,_,--~ and the command of them was given to the earl of Effex. 
164z. In London no lefs than four thoufand men inlifl:ed in one 

day n , And the parliament voted a declaration, which 
they required every member to fubfcribe, that they would 
live and die with their general. 

toth June, THEY iffued orders for bringing in loans of money and 
plate, in order to maintain forces which fuould defend 
the king and both houfes of parliament: For this fiile 
they frill preferved. Within ten days, vaft quantities of 
plate were brought to their treafurers. Hardly were there 
men enow to receive it, or room fufficient to flow it: 
And many, with regret, were obliged to carry back their 
offerings, and wait till the treafurers could find leifure tG 

receive them. Such zeal animated the pious partizans of 
the parliament, efpecially in the city f The women gave 
up all the plate and ornaments of their houfes, and even 
their filver thimbles and bodkins, in order to fupport the 
good caufe againfi: the maltgnants 0

• 

MEANWHILE the fplendor of the nobility, with which 
the king was environed, much eclipfed the appearance at 
Weftminfier. Lord-keeper Littleton, after fending the 
great feal before him~ had fled to York. Above forty 
peers of the firft rank attended the king P ; whilfr the 
houfe of lords feldom confifted of more than fixteen mcm• 
bers. Near the moiety too of the lower houfe abfented 
themfelves from counfels, which they deemed fo full of 
danger. The commons fent up an impeachment againfi 
nine peers, for deferting their duty in parliament. Their 
own members alfo, who 1hould return to them, they 
voted not to admit, till fatisfied concerning the reafon of 
their abfence. 

n Vicar's God in the mount, o Whitlocke, p. 58. Du.gdale, 
p. 96, 99• P May, book ii. p. 59• 
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CttARLE~ made ad daration to the peers, who attended c H A P. 

im, that he expeCted from them no obedience to any ~ 
commands which were not warranted by the laws of the •64'· 
land. 'rhe peers anfwered this declaration by a proteft, 
in which they declared their rcfol tion to obey no com-
mands but fuch as were warranted by that authority CJ. 

By thefe deliberate engagements, fo wcrthy of an Eng-
lilh prince and Englilh nobility, they meant to confound 
the furious and tumultoary refolutions taken by the par-
liament. 

THE queen, difpofing nf the crown-jewels in Holland, 
had been enabled to purchafe a cargo of arms and ammu
nttJOn. Part of thefe, after efcaping many perils, arrived 
fafely to the king. His preparations were not near fo 
forward as thofe of the parliament. In order to remove 
all jealoufy, he had refolved, that their ufurpations and 
illegal pretcnfions lhould be apparent to the whole world, 
and thought, that, to recover the confidence of the people, 
was a point much more material to his intereft, than the 
collecting of any magazines, ftorcs or armies, which 
might breed apprehenfions of violent or illegal counfcls. 
But the urgent neceffity of his fituation no longer admit
ted of delay. He now prepared himfelf for defence. 
With a fpirit, activity, and addrefs, which neither the 
one party apprehended, nor the other expected, he em
ployed all the advantages which remained to him, and 
roufed up his adherents to arms. The refources of this 
prince's genius encreafed in proportion to his difficulties; 
and he never appeared greater than when plunged into the 
deepefl: perils and diftreffes. From the mixed charaCter, 
indeed, of Charles, arofe in part the misfortunes, i11 

which England was at this time involved. His political 
errors, or rather weakneffes, had raifed him inveterate 

q Rufhworth, vol. v. p. 6~6, 617. May, book ii. P• 86. Warwick, 

t'llCIUICS: 
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c H A P. enemies: His eminent moral virtues had procured him 
~zealous partizans : And between the hatred of the one, 

1 64~. and the affetl:ions of the other, was the nation agitated 

with the moft violent convulfions. 

THAT the king might defpair of all compofition, the 
parliament fent him the conditions, on which they were 

willing to come to an agreement. Their demands, con

tained in nineteen propofitions, amounted to a total abo
lition of monarchical authority. They required, that no 

man iliould remain in the council, who was not agreeable 

to parliament ; that no deed of the king's fhould have 
validity, unlefs it paffed the council, and was attefied 

under their hand ; that all the officers of !late and princi· 

pal judges iliould be chofen with confent of parliament, 

and enjoy their offices for life ; that none of the royal 

family !hould marry without confent of parliament ot 
{:ouncil ; that the laws fuould be executed againfi Catho-

lics; that the votes of popi£h lords flrou]d be excluded; 

that the reformation of the liturgy and church-govern• 
ment 1hould have place, according to advice of parlia

ment; that the ordinance, with regard to the militia, be 
fubmitted to; that the jufiice of parliament pafs upon all 

delinquents; that a general pardon be granted, with fuch 
exceptions as fuould be advifed by parliament; that the 

forts and ca!Hes be difpofed of by confent of parlie.ment; 

and that no peer be made but with confent of both 
houfes r. 

" SHOULD I grant thefe demands," faid the king in 
reply, " I may be waited on bareheaded; I may have my 
" hand kiffed; the title of Majefiy may be continued to 
" me; and The king's authority,jignijied hy both houfos, may 
" frill be the fiile of your commands ; I may have {words 

" and maces carried before me, and pleafe myfelf with the 

'' fight of a crown and fcepter (though even thefe twigs 

r Ruthworth, vol, y, p. 72-Z• May, book ii. p. 54· 

" would 
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" would not long flourilh, when the fl:ock upon which C H VA P. 
L • 

" they grew was dead): But as to true and real power, "-..r---l 
" I lhould remain but the outfide, but the picture, but J64l• 

" the fign of a king '." War on any terms was eil:eem-
ed, by the king and all his counfellors, preferable to fo 
ignomtmous a peace. Charles accordingly refolved to 
fupport his authority by arms. "His towns," he faid, 
" were taken from him, his fhips, his arms, his money ; 
" but there fl:ill remained to him a good caufe, and the 
" hearts of his loyal fubjects, which, with God's bleffing, 
" he doubted not, would recover all the reil:." Collect-
ing therefore fome forces, he advanced fouthwards ; and 
at Nottingham he erected his royal frandard, the open :sth Aug, 

ftgnal of difcord and civil war throughout the kingdom~ 

s Rulhworth, vol. v. P• 71.8, Warwick7 P• 189. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

Commencement of the civil war---State of pttrties-...... 
Battle of Edgebill--Negociation at Oxford-
J7iElories of the royalijls in the weft--Battle of 

Stratton-Of Lanfdown-Of Roundway-down 

--Death of Hambden--Brijlol taken--Siegt 

of Gloucfjler--Battle of Newbury--Atlions in 

the north of England--Solemn leagtte and cove-

nant--Arming of the Scots--State of Ireland. 

CHAP. WHEN two names, fo facred in the Englilh con· 
LVI. . • K 

'--v---J fhtutwn as thofe of ING and PARLIAMENT, 
164 2

• were placed in oppofition ; no wonder the people were di-<:ommence-
ment of the vided in their choice, and were agitated with the m oft 
civil war, • I . fi . d c. .a.. 

VlO ent ammo 1t1es an 13\,;Llonos. 

TaE nobility, and more confiderable gentry, dreading 
a total confufion of rank from the fury of the populace, 
inlifted themfelves in defence of the monarch, from whom 
they received, and to whom they communicated their 

~tate ofpar .. luftre. Animated with the fpirit of loyalty, derived t.e!. 

from their anceftors> they adhered to the ancient princi· 
ples of the conftitution, and valued themfelves on exert
ing the maxims, as well as inheriting the poffeffions, of 
the old Eng1ilh families. And while they paffed their 
time moftly at their country-feats, they were furprifed to 
hear of opinions prevailing, with which they had ever 
been unacquainted, and which implied, not a limitation, 
but an abolition almoft total, of monarchical authority. 

THE city of London, on the other hand, and moft of 
~he great corporations, took part with the parliament, and 

9 adopted 
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~copted with zeal thofe democratical principles, on which c Jt A P. 
LVI. 

the pretenfions of that affembly were founded. The go- '--v--' 
vernment of cities, which even under abfolute monar- 16-a.:r.. 
chies, is commonly republican, inclined them to this 
party: The fmall hereditary influence, which can be 
retained over the induftrious inhabitants of towns ; the 
'natural independence of citizens; and the force of popular 
currents over thofe more numerous affociations of man~. 
kind; all thefe caufes gave, there, authority to the new 
principles propagated throughout the nation. Many 
families too, which had lately been enriched by com-
mere:e, faw with indignation, that notwithftanding their 
opulence, they could not raife themfelves to a level with 
the ancient gentry: They therefore adhered to a power, 
by whofe fuccefs they hoped to acquire rank and confider .. 
tion t. And the new fplendor and glory of the Dutch 
commonwealth, where liberty fo happily fupported induf-
try, made the commercial part of the nation defire to fee 
a like form of government eflablithed in England. 

THE genius of the two religions, fo clofely at thia 
time interwoven with politics, correfponded exaClly to 
thefe divifions. The pre!byterian religion was new, 
republican, and fuited to · the genius of the populace : 
The other had an air of greater lhow and ornament, was 
efiabliilied on ancient authority, and bore an affinity to 
the kingly and ariftocratical parts of the conftitution. 
The devotees of pre!bytery became of courfe zealous par
tizans of the parliament : The friends of the epifcopal 
church valued themfelves on defending the rights of 
monarchy. 

SoME men alfo there were of liberal education, who, 
being either care]efs or ignorant of thofe difputes, ban
died about by the clergy of both fides, afpired to nothing 
but an eafy enjoyment of life, amidft the jovial entertain--

t Clarendon, vol. iii; p. 4• 

.ment 
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c H A 1'. mcnt and focial intercourfe of their companions. All 
~ thefe flocked to the king's frandard, were they breathed 

164-~. a freer air, and were exempted from that rigid precifenefs 
and melancholy aufrerity, which reigned among the par-" 
liamen tary party. 

' ·' 

NEvER was a quarrel more uneq,1al than feemed at 
firft that between the contending parties~ Almoft every 
advantage lay againfi: the royal caufe. The king's reve• 
nue had been feized, from the beginning; by the parlia
ment, who iffued out to him, from time to time, fmall 
fums for his prefent fubfifience; and as foon as he with
drew to York, they totally flopped a1l payments, Lon• 
don and a11 the fea-ports, except Newcafile, being in 
their hands, the cuftoms yielded them a certain and con~ 
fiderable fuppl y of money; and a11 contributions, loans, 
and impofitions, were more eafily raifed from the cities, 
which poffeffed the ready money, and where men ·lived 
under their infpection, than they could be levied by the 
king in thofc open countries, which, after fome time; 
declared for him. 

THE feamen naturally followed the difpofition of the 
{ea-ports, to which they belonged : And the earl of 
Northumberland, lord admiral, having embraced the 
party of the parliament, had appointed at their defire, the 
earl of Warwic to be h:s lieutenant; who at once efia
bJilhed his authority in the fleet, and kept the entire do .. 
minion of the fea in the hands of tha affembly. 

ALL the magazines of arms and ammunition were 
from the firfr feized by the parliament; and their fleet 
inten .. epted che greater part of tbofe which were fent by 
the queen from Holland The king was obliged, in 
order to arm his followers, to borrow the weapons of the 
.train-bands, un er promife of refioring them as foon as 
veace 1hould be fettled in the kingdom. 
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THE veneration for parljaments was at this time ex·- c H ~ P. 

treme throughout the nation u. The cufi:om of reviling~ 
thofe affemblles for corruption, as it had no pretence, fo 164a. 

was it unknown, during all former ages. Few or no in· 
fiances of their encroaching ambition or felfiih claims had 
hitherto been obferved. 1\-Ien confidered the houfe of 
commons, in no other light than as the reprefentatives of 
the nation, whofe intereft was the farhe with that of the 
public, who were the eternal guardians of law and liberty, 
and whom no motive, but the neceffary defence of the 
people, could ever engage in an oppofition to the crown. 
The torrent, therefore, of general affeCtion, ran to the 
parliament. What is the great advantage of popularity; 
the privilege of affixing epithets fell of courfe to that 
part·y. The king's adherents were the Wicked and the 
Malignant: Their adverfaries were the Godly and the 
Well-affeCted. And as the force of the cities was more 
united than that of the country, and at once gave lhelter 
and protetHon to the parliamentary party, who could 
eafily fupprefs the royalifrs in their neighbourhood; almoft 
the whole kingdom, at the commencement of the war, 
feemed to be in the hands of the parliament w. 

WHAT alone gave the king fome compenfation for all 
the advantages poffeffed by his adverfaries, was, the na .. 
ture and qualities of his adherents. More bravery and 
ailivity were hoped for, fr~m the generous fpirit of the 
nobles and gentry, than from the bafe difpofition of the 
multitude. And as the men of eftates, at their own ex
pence, levied and armed their tenants ; befides an attach
ment to their mafters, greater force and courage were to 
be expeaed in thefe rufric troops, than in the vicious and 
enervated populace of cities. 

THE neighbouring ftates of Europe, being engaged in 
violent wars, little interefi:ed themfelves in thefe civH 

u Walker, p. 336. 

VoL. VI. K k 
·w 'Varwick, p. 318. 

commotions ; 
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c H A P. corn motions ; and this ifland enjoyed the fin gular ad van .. 
~ tage (for fuch it furely was) of fighting out its own 

1641. quarrels without the interpofition of foreigners. France, 
from policy, had fomented the fidl: diforders in Scotland; 
had fent over arms to the Irifh rebels; . and continued to 
give countenance to the Englifh parliament: Spain, from 
bigotry, furnHhed the Irifh with fome fupplies of money 
and arms. The prince of Orange, dofely allied to the 
crown, encouraged Englifu officers, who ferved in the 
Low Countries, to enlifr in the king's army: The Scot. 

tifu officers, who had been formed in Germany, and in 
the late commotions, chiefly took part with the arlia
ment. 

THE contempt, entertained by the parliament, for the 
king's party, was fo gre2t, that it was the chief caufe of 
puihing m~tters to fuch extremities again!l: him; and 
many believed that he never would attempt refifiance, 
but mufi: foon yield to the pretenfions, however enormous, 
of the two houfcs. Even after his fiandard was. ere8ed, 
men could not be brought to apprehend the danger of a 
civil war; nor was it ima<rined, that he would have the 

D ' 
imprudence to enrage his implacable enemies, and render 
his own. condition more defper?te, by oppofing a force, 
which · was~ fo much. fuper:or. 'rhe low condition, in 
which he appeared at Nottingham, confirmed all thcfe 
hor;.es. His artillery, thout;h far from numerous, had 
been left at York, for war:t of horfes to tran.fport it. 
Befides the trained bands of the county, raifed ~y Sir 
John Digby, the fheri.ff, he had not gotten together above 
three hundred infantry. His cavalry, in which confiRed 
his chief Hrength, excee~ed not eight hundred, and were 
very ill provided w·ith arms. The forces of the parlia
O'iCllt lay at Northampton, within a few days march of 
him ; and confifred of above fix thoufand men, well 

2-t'mcd 'and welf appointed ... Had thefe troops advanced 
upon 
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•pon him, they mull: foon have diffipated the fmall c H A P. 
c h. h h n · LV I. JOrce, w JC e had auembled. By purfuing him in'--v---1 
.his retreat, they had fo difcredited his caufe and dif- 1641, . 

couraged his adherents, as to have for ever prevented his 
colleCl:ing an army able to make head againfi: them. But 
the earl of Effex, the parliamentary general, had not yet 
received any orders from his mafl:ers "· \Vhat r.endcred 
them fo backward, after fuch precipitate fl:eps as they had 
formerly taken, is not eafily explained. It is probable, 
that, in the extreme difl:refs of his party, confifl:ed the 
prefent fafety of the king. The parliament hoped, that 
the royalifl:s; fenfible of their feeble cond ition, and con-
vinced of their !lender refources, would difperfe of thcm-
felves, and leave their adverfaries a viCtory, fo much the 
more complete and fecure, as it would be gained without 
the appearance of force, and without bloodlhed. Per-
haps too, when it became neceffary to make the conclud .. 
ing fl:ep, and offer barefaced violence to their fovereign, 
their fcruples and apprehenfions, though not fufficient to 
overcome their refolutions, were able to retard the execu-
tion of them Y. 

SIR Jacob Allley, whom the king had appointed major
general of his intended army, told him, that he could 
not give him affurance but he might be taken out of his 
bed, if the rebels fhould make a brifk attempt to that pur .. 
pofe. All the king's attendants were full of well-grounded 
apprehenfions. Some of the lords having defired that a 
meffage might be fent to the parliament, with overtures 
to a treaty; Charles, who well knew, that an accommo .. 
dation, in his prefent condition, meant nothing but a 
total fubmiffion, ·hafiily broke up the council, left this 
propofal fhould be farther infified on. But next day, the 
earl of Southampton, whom no one could fufpecl: of bafe 
er timid fentiments, having offered the- fame advice in 

x ~lareodon, vol. iii, p. 1, :1. 

K k 2 

Y Idem, ibid. p. J!7 

council, 



soo HISTOltY OF GREAT BRITAlN. 

c H A P. council, it was hearkened to with more coolnefsarid deliber
~ ation. He urged, that, though fuch a fiep would probably 

164:t. encreafe the infolence of the parliament ; this was fo far 
from being an objeB:ion, that fuch difpofitions mufl: necef
fariiy turn to the advantage of the royal caufe: That if they 
refufed to treat, which was more probable, the very found 

of peace was fo popular, that nothing could more difgufr 
the nation than fuch haughty feverity : That if they ad
mitted of a treaty, their propofals, confidering thei'r pre
fent fituation, would be fo exorbitant, as to open the eyes 
of their rnoft partial adherents, and turn the general 
favour to the king's party : And that, at worft, time 
might be gained by this expedient, and a delay of the 
imminent danger, with which the king was at prefent 
th:eatened z. 

CHARLEs, on a!fembling the council, had declared 
2gainfi: all advances towards an accommodation ; and had 
faid, that, having now nothing left him but his honour, 
this laft po!feffion he was refolved fl:eadily to preferve, 
and rather to perifh than yield any farther to the preten

fions of his enemies "• But by the unanimous defire of 
the coun!"ellors, he was prevailed on to embrace South· 
ampton's advice. That nobleman, therefore, with Sir 
John Co1epeper and Sir William U vedale, was difpatched 
to London, with offers of a treaty b. The manner, in 
which they were received, gave little hopes of fuccefs. 
Southampton was not allowed by the peers to take his 
ieat; but was ordered to deliver his metfage to the ufber, 
and immediately to depart the city : The commons lhow
eJ little better difpofition towards Colepeper and Uvedale c. 

Both houfes replied, that they could admit of no treaty 
with the king,. till he took down his ftandard, and recalled 
his proclamations, in which the parliament fuppofed them• 

:z; Clarendon, vol. iii, p. 7• 

• llu1h. vol. v. P• 7S4. 
a Idem, ibid. 
c ClarcadonJ vola ill. p .. JO• 
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felves to be declared traitors. The king, by a fecond C H A P. 

ffi d . d f h . . . n_ h LVI. me age, eme any uc mtentwn agamn: t e two '--v---1 

houfe5; but offered to recal thefe proclamations, provided 164t. 

the parliament agreed to recal theirs, in which his adher-

ents were declared traitors. They defired him in return 

to difmifs his forces, to refidc with his parliament, and 

to give up delinquents to their jufi:ice ; that is, abandon 

himfelf and his friends to the mercy of his enemies d. 

Both parties Battered themfelves, that, by thefe rnef1agcs 
and <replies, they had gained the ends, which they pro-

pofed e. The king believed, that the people were made 

fufficiently fenfible of the parliament's infolence and aver-

fion to peace : The parliament intended by this vigour 

in their refolutions, to fupport the vigour of their mili ... 

tary operations. 

THE courage of the parliament was incrcafcd, bcfides _ 

their great fuperiority of force, by two recent events, 

which had happened in their favour. Goring was gover

nor of Portfmouth, the befr fortified town in the king

dom, and, by its fituation, of great importance. This 

man feemed to have rendered himfelf an implacat-.le ene

my to the king, by betraying, probably magnifying, the 

fecret cabals of the army ; and the parliament thought, 

that his fidelity to them might, on that account, he en

tirely depended on. But the fame levity of mind frill 

attended him, and the fame difregard to engagements and 

profeffions. He took underhand his meafures with the 

court, and declared againfi: the parliament. But, though 

be had been fufficiently fupplied with money, and long 

hefore knew his danger; fo fmaii was his forefighr, that 

he had left the place entirely defi:itute of provifions, and~ 

in a few days, he was obliged to fun·epder to the parlia

mentary forces r. 

si Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 786. Dugdale, p. lOll. e \Vhitlockc, p. 59, 
f R~Qlworth, vol. v. P· 683. Whitlocke, p. 6o. Cla:~ndon, vol. ii. p. 19• 
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c H A P. THE marquis of Hertford was a nobleman of the 

~greatdl: quality and character in the kingdom, an·d equally 
164-z. with the king, dcfcendcd, by a female, from Henry VII. 

During the reign of J ames, he ~ad attempted, without 

having obtained the confent of that monarch, to marry 

Arabella Stuart, a lady nearly related to the crown; and. 

upon difcovery of his intentions, had been obliged, for 

fome time, to fly the kingdom. Ever after, he was 
looked on with an evil eye at court, fr9m which, in a 
great meafurc, he withdrew; and living in an ind"epen

dant manner, he addi8.ed himfelf entirely to liter'!ry 

occupations and amufements. In proportion as the king 

declined in popularity, Hertford's character flourilhed 

with the people; and when this parliament affembled, 
no nobleman poudfed more general f:lVour and authority! 
By his fagacity, he foon perceived, that the commons, not 
content with correcting the abufes of government, were 
carried, by the natural current of power and popularity, 

into the oppofite extreme, and were committing viola
tions, no lcfs dangerous than the former, upon the Eng
liili confiitution. Immediately he devoted himfelf to the 

fupport of th~ king's falling author~ty, and was prevailed 

with to be governor to the young prince, and refide at 

court, to which, in the eyes of all men, he gave, by his 
prefence, a new lufirc and authority. So high was his 

char:u}er for mildnefs and humanity, that he frill pre

fcrved, by means of thefc popular virtues, the public; 

Lwour; and every one wa.s fenfible of the true motive of 

h1s c!1ange. N otwitbfi:mding his habits of cafe and frudyi 
he now exerted himfdf in railing an army for the king; 
~nd being named general of the wefiern counties, where 

his intcrcfi chiefly lay, he began to affcmble forces irt So· 
;ncrfetlhire. By the affifiance of lord Seymour, lord 
f;tt:l~t, John Digb_,, fon of the earl of Briftol, Si.:- Frjin
cis Hawl\y, and other::, he had drawn together fome 

~p_pcaran~ 
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appearance of an army; when the p~rliament, apprehen- c R A P. 

five of the danger, fent the earl of Bedford, with a con-~ 
fiderabl.e force againfi him. On his approach, Hertford 164z. 

was obliged to retire into Sherborne cafile; and, finding 
that place untenable, he · himfelf palfed over into 

Wales, leaving Sir Ralph Hopton, Sir John Berkeley, 

Digby, and other officers, with their horfe, confiP.:ing of 

about a hundred and twenty, to march into Cornwal, in 

hopes of finding that county better prepared for their 

reception g. 

ALL the difperfcd bodies of the parliamentary army 

were now ordered to march to Northampton; and the 

earl of Effex, who had joined them, found the whole 
amount to I5,000 men h. The king, though his camp 

'had been gradually reinforced from all quarters~ was fen

fible that he had no army, which could cope with fo 

formidable a force; and he thought it prudent, by flow 
marches, to retire to Derby, thence to Shrewfbury, in 

order to COU{\tenancc the levies, which his friends were 
making in thofe parts. At Wellington, a day's march 

from Shrewfbury, he made a rendezvous of all his forces~ 

and caufed his military orders to be read at the head of 

every regiment. That he might bind himfelf by reci-, 

procal ties, he folemnly made the following declaration; 

liefore his whole army: · 

"I no promife, in the prefence of Almighty God:t 

" apd as ~ hope for his bleffing and protection_, that I 

" will, to the utmoft of my power, defend and maintain 
1 ' the true reformed protefl:ant religion, efiablHhed in the 
c' church of England, and, by the grace of God, in the 

" fame will live and die. 
" I DESIRE that the laws may ever be the meafure of .' 

" IPY government, and that the liberty and property of 

~' the fubjeCt: may be preferved by them with the fame 

' Cluendon~ vol. vi. p. z, 3, &c. h Whitlocke, p 6o. 
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c H A P." care as my own j ufi- rights. And if it pleafe God, by 
LVI. . ·r.dfi rr: d ~,--1" his blefJing on th1s army, ra11e or my neceuary e. 
164:.. " fence, to preferve me from the prefent rebellion; I do 

" folemnly and faithfully promife, in the fight of God, 
" to maintain the jufr privileges and freedom of parlia· 
" ment, and to govern to the utmoft of my power, by 
" the knowp fiatutes and cufioms of the kingdom, and 
" particularly, to obferve inviolably the laws, to which 
" I have given my co.1fent this parliament. Meanwhile, 
" if this emergence, and the great ncceiiity, to which I 
"am ,driven, beget any violation of law, I hope it fhall 
" be imr.uted by God and man to the authors of this 
" war; not to me, who have fo earneftly laboured to 
" preferve the peace of the kingdom. 

'' WHEN I willingly fail in thefe particulars, I lhall 
" expecr no aid or relief from man, nor any proteetiop 
" from above: B.ut in this refolution, I hope for the 
" chcarful affifl:ance of all good men, and am confident 
" of the bleffing of heaven i.'7 

'I'HoUGH the concurrence of the church undoubtedly 
encreafed the king's adherents, it may fafely be affirmed, 

.that d ie high monarchical doctrines, fo much inculcated 
.by the clergy, had never done him any real fervice. The 
bulk of that generous train of nobility. and gentry, who 
now attended the king in his difireffes, breathed the fpirit 
of liberty as well as of loyalty: And in the hopes alone 
pf his fubmitting to a legal and limited government, 
were they willing in his defence to facrifice their lives 
and fortunes. 

vVHILE the king's army lay at Shrew!bury, and he 
was employing himfelf in collecting money, which he 
received, though in no great quantities, by vol~ntary 
contributions, anJ by the plate of the univerfities, which. 
was fent him ; .~the news arrived of an action, the firft 

i Clarendon1 vol. iii. p. 16, 17. Duidale, p. 104. 
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CHARLES I. sos 
:which had happened in thefe wars, and where he was c H A P. 

LVI, fuccefsful. 
~ 

ON the appearance' of commotions in England, the 164-. 

princes Rupert and Maurice, fans of the unfortunate Pa-
latine, had offered their fervice to the king; and the 
former, at that time, commanded a body of horfe, which 
had been fent to Worcefier, in order to watch the mo-
tions of Effex, who was marching towards that city. No 
fooner had the prince arrived, than he faw fame cavalry 
of the enemy approaching the gates. vVithol;Jt delay, he 
brif1dy attacked them, as they were defiling from a lane, 
and forming themfelves. Colonel Sandys, who led them, 
and who fought with valour, being mortally wounded, 
fell from his horfe. The whole party was routed, and 
was purfued above a mile. The prince hearing of Ef.fcx's 
approach, retired to the main body k, This rencounter, 
t hough in itfelf of fmall importance, mightily raifed the 
reputation of the royalifis, and acquired to prince Rupert 
the charaCter of promptitude and courage; qualities, 
which he eminently difplayed d~ring the whole courfe of 
the war. 

THE king, on mufiering his army, found it amount 
to ro,ooo men. 'rhe earl of Lindefey, who in his youth 
had fought experience of military fervice in the Low 
Co~ntries 1, was general: Prince Rupert commanded the 
horfe: Sir Jacob A{tley, the foot: Sir Arthur Afton, 
the dragoons : Sir John Heydon, the artillery. Lord 
Bernard Stuart was at the head of a troop of guards. 
iT he cftates and revenue of this fingle troop, according to 
lord Clarendon~s computation, were at leaft equal to thofe 
of all the mer{l.bers, who, at the commencement of war, 
yoted in both houfes. Their fervants, under the cam .. 

Jt Clarendon, vel, iH, P• :.5. May, book iii. P• I 

lord Wil~ou~hby. 

1 He was thet• 
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C H A P. mand of Sir W;Hiam Killigrew, made another troop, and 
~always marched with their mall:ers m. 

1642. WITH this army the king left Shrewfbury, refolving 
J&th oa. · 1 r ffibl h h · to g1ve batt e as .10011 as po 1 e to t e army oft e parlia-

ment, which, he heard, was continually augmenting by 
fupplies from London. In order to bring on an action, 
he direCted his march towards the capital, which, he 
knew, the enemy_ would not abandon to him. EfTex had 
now received his infiruClions. The impo"rt of them was, 
to prefent a mofr humble petition to the king, and to 

refcue him and the royal family from thofe defperate 
malignants; who had feized their perfons n. Two days 
after the depar.ture of the royalifis from Shrewfbury, he 
left Worcefter. Though it be commonly eafy in civil 
wars to get intelligence, the armies were within fix miles 
of each other, ere either of the generals was acquainted 
with the approach of his er.emy. Shrewibury and \Vor
ccfter, the places from which they fet out, are not above 
twenty miles difl:ant; yet had the two armies marched 
ten days in this mutual ignorance. So much had military 
!kill, during a long peace, decayed in England 0 • 

'Jhtt!e or 'l~HE roy~l army lay near Banbury: That of the par
'Edge-hdl, liament, at Kcin~on, in the county of \Varwic. Prince 

/ ' '-Jd of oa. Rupert fent intelligence of the enemy's approach. Tho~ 

the day was far advanced, the king rcfolved upon the 
<1ttack.: Effex drew up his men to receive him. Sir 
Faithful Fortefcue, who had levied a troop for the Irilh 
wars, had been obliged to ferve in the parliamentary 
army, and was now pofted on the left wing, commanded 
by Ramfay, a Scotchman. No fooner did the king's 

army approach, than F ortefcue, or.~ering his troop tQ 
<lifcharge their pifi:ols in the groqnd, put himf?~f under 

lll Cluendon, vol. iii, p. 41. Warwic, p. 1.31. 
p. S9• C~atclldon, ''o. iii: P• 2.7, 2S, &(:, • 

P·H• 

n Whi~locke, 
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~1e command of pri ce Rupert. Partly from this inci- c H A P. 
' • n.. LVI. 

dent, partly from the funous mock made upon them by'--v---' 
the prince; that whole wing of cavalry immediately 16i2.• 

fled, and were purfued for _two miles. The right wing 

o( the parli~ment's army had no better fuccefs. Chafed 
from their ground by Wilmot and Sir Arthur Afron, they 
alfo took to flight. The king's body of referve, commanded 
by Sir John Biron, judging, like raw foldiers, that all 
was over, and impatient to have fome lhare in the aCtion, 
heedlefsly followed the chace, which their left wing had 
precipitately led them. Sir William B~lfour, who com-
manded Effex's referve, perceived the advantage: He 
wheeled about upon the king's infantry, now quite un

furniihed of horfe ; and he made great havoc among them. 
Lindcfey, the general, was mortally wounded, and taken 
prifoner.· His fon, enJeavouring his refcue, felllikewifc;. 
into the enemy's hands. Sir Edmund Verney, who car-

ried the king's !bndard, was killed, and the ftandard 
taken; but it was afterv;ards recovered. In this fitua-

tion, prince Rupcrt, on his return, found affairs. Every 
thing bore the appearance of a defeat,.infiead of a victory, 
with which he had hafiily flattered himfelf. Some ad-
vifed the king to leave the field : But that prince rejeCl:ed 
fuch pufillanimous counfel. The two armies faced. eaca 

other for fome time, aryq neither of them retained courage 
fufficient · for a new attack. · All night they lay under 

arms; and next morning found themfelves in fight of 
each other. Ger..rral, as v;cll as foldier, on both fides, 
{cemed averfe to renew the battle. Eifex fufr drew off, 

-and retired to W arwic. The king returned to his for-
mer quarters. Fi\'e thoufand men are faid to have been 
found dead on the field of battle; and the lofs of the two 

armies, as far as we can judge by the oppofite accounts, 
was nearly equal. Such was the event of this firfi: battle, 

· fought at Keinton, or Edge-hill P • 

. ,. C!arendon, vel. iii. p. 44, &c, ~~y, book iii. p. 161 &c. 
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c H A P. SoME of Effex's horfe, who had been driven off the 
LVI. fi Id . h b . . f h .n· fl . . ~ . e m t e egmmng o t e a~llon, ymg to a great dJf-
164~. tance, carried news of a total defeat, and ftruck a mighty 

terror into the city and parliament. After a few days, a 
more juft account arrived; and then the parliament pre .. 

tended to a complete viCtory q• The king alfo, on his 

part, was not wanting to difplay his advantages ; though, 

except the taking of Banbury, a few days after, he had 
few ma~ks · ~f victory to boaft of. He continued his 
march, a~d took pofleflion of Oxford, the ,only town in 
his dominions, which was altogether at his devotion. 

AFTER the royal army was recruited and refrelhed; 
as the weather ftill continued favourable, it was again 
put in motion. A party of horfe approached to Reading, 
of which Martin was appointed governor by the parlia
ment. Both governor and garriion were !eized with a 
panic, and fled with precipitation to London. The king, 
hoping that every thing would yield before him, advanced 
with his whole army to Reading. The parliament, who, 
inftead of their fond expeCtations, that Charles would 

never be able to collcd an army, had now the profpetl: 
of a civil war, bloody, and of uncertain event; were 

farther alarmed at the near approach of the royal army, 

while their own forces lay at a diftance. They voted an 
, addrefs for a treaty. The king's nearer approach to 

Colebroke quickened their advances for peace. North .. 
umberland and Pembroke, with three commoners, pre
fented the addrefs of both houfes; in which they befought 
his majdl:y to appoint fome convenient place where he 
tnight re!ide, till committees could attend him with pro .. 
polals. The king named Windfor, and defired that their 
garrifon might be removeo, and ~is own troops admitted 
in t~ that cafile r. 

11 \Vhitlocke, p. 6t. Clarendon, vol, iH. P• 59• r Whitlocke, 
• 6z. CL~rendon~ vt>l, i1i, p. ~3· 
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MEANWHILE Effex, advancing by hafry marches, had C H A P. 
. L . LVI. 

arnved at ondon. But ne1ther the prefenceof his army,~ 
nor the precarious hopes of a treaty, retarded the king's J64z. 

. 3Qth Nov. 
approaches. Charles attacked, at Brentford, two regi-
ments quartered there, and, after a 1harp aB:ion, beat 
them from that village, and took about 500 prifoners. 
The parliament had fent orders to forbear all hofrilities, 
and had expeB:ed die fame from the king; though no 

ftipulations to that purpofe had been mentioned by their 
commiffioners. Loud complaints were raifed againft this 
attack, as if it had been the moll apparent perfidy, and 

breach of treaty s. Inflamed with refentment, as well as 
anxious for its own fafety, the city marched its trained 

b:1nds in excellent order, and. joined the army under 
Effex. The parliamentary army now amounted to above 
24,000 men, and was much fuperior to that of the king t. 

After both armies had faced each other for fome time, 
Charles drew off and retired to Reading, thence to 

Oxford. 
WHILE the principal armies on both fides were kept in 

inaB:ion by the winter-feafon, the king and parliament 

were employed in real preparations for war, and in feem
ing advances towards peace. By means of contributions 

or affeffments, levied by the horfe, Charles maintained 

his cavalry: By loans and voluntary prefents, fent him 
from all parts of the kingdom, he fupported his infantry: 

But the fupplies were frill very unequal to the neceffities, 

under Which he laboured u. The parliament had much 

greater r€fources for money; and had, by confequence, 
every military preparation in much greater order and 
abundance. Befides an impofition levied in London, 

amounting to the five-and-twentieth part of every one's 

fubftance, they effablifhed on that city a week I y affeff-

s Whitlocke, p. h. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 75• t \\ hitlocke, 

p. 6a. u Clarcndon, vol, iii, p. S7. 
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c H A P. ment of IO,ooo pounds, and another of 23,518, on the 
~reil: of the kingdom w. And as their authority was at 

.. 64~. prefent eftablifhed in moft counties, they levied thefe 
taxes with regularity; though they amounted to fums 
much greater than the nation had formerly paid to the 
public. 

·-•Pu· THE king and parliament rent reciprocally their de-
mands ; and a treaty commenced, but without any ceffa
tion of hofrilities, as had at firft been propofed. The 
earl of Northumberland, and four members of the lower 

lfegotiation houfe, came to Oxford as commiffioners x. In this treaty~ 
.. , Oxford. the king perpetually infifted on the re-eftablilhment of 

the crown in its legal powers, and on the rdl:oration of 
his confl:itutional prerogative r : T. e parliament frill re~ 
quired new conceffions, and a farther abridgment of regal 
authority, as a more effeCl:ual remedy to their fears and 
jealoufies. Finding the king fupported by more forces 
·and a greater party than they had ever looked for, they 
feemingly abated fomewhat of thofe extravagant condi. 
tions, which they had formerly claimed ; but their de
mands were frill too high for an equal treaty. Befides 
other articles, to which a com1?1cte victory alone could 
entitle them, they required the king, in exprefs terms, ut
terly to aboliih epifcopacy; a demand, which, before, they 

· had only infinuated: And they required, that all other 
ecclefiafiical controverfies 1hould be determined by tbeir 
affembly of divines; that is, in the manner the mofr re
pugnant to the inclinations of the king and all his par
tizans. They infified, that he •1hould fubmit to the 
punifhment of his rnofr faithful adherents. And they 
defired him to acquiefce in their fcttlement of the militia, 
and to confer on their adherents the entire power of the 

w Clarendon~ vo!. iii. P· l7It X W.hi~lock~, P• 64· 
Y R ulh, vol, vi, p, :z •· 
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{word. In anfwer to the king's propofal, that his maga- c H A P. 
· LVI zines, towns, for.t:s, and lhips, fhould be refl:ored to~ 

him, the parliament required, that they fhould be put x643 •. • 
into fuch hands as they could confide in z : The nine-
teen propofitions, which they formerly fent to the king, 
!hewed their inclination to aboli.fh monarchy: They only 
afked, at prefent, the power of doing it. And having 
now, in the eye of the law, been guilty of treafon, by 
levying war againft their fovereign; it is evident, that 
their fears and jealoufies mufl:, on that account, have 
multiplied extremely; and have rendered their perfonal 
fafety, which they interwove with the fafety of the 
nation, frill more incompatible with the authority of the 
monarch. Though the gentlenefs and lenity of the 
king's temper might have enfured them againft fchemes 
of future vengeance; they preferred, as is, no doubt, 
natural, an independent fecurity, accompanied too 
with fovereign power, to the ftation of fubjeB:s, and 
that not entirely guarded fro.m all apprehenfions of 
danger a. 

THE conferences went no farther than the firfi demand 
Qn each fide. The parliament, finding that there was 
no likelihood of coming to any agr~ement, fuddenly re':" 

.'allcd their commiffioners. 

A MILITARY enterprize, which they had concerted 
early in the fpring, was immediately undertaken. Read-
ing, the garrifon of the king's, which lay nearefi to Lon-
don, was efieemed a place of confiderable fl:rength, in 
that age, when the art of attacking towns was not well 
under.ltood in Europe, and was totally unknown i~1· 
England. The earl of Eifex fat down before this place 1sth April~ 
with an army of 1 8,ooo men ; and carried on the fiege 
by regular approaches. Sir Arthur Afion, the gover-

z Rulhworth, vol. vi. p. 166. Clarendon, vol. iii, P• If!Jt 

a $ee note (PP] at the end of the volume. 
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c H A P. nor, being wounded, colonel Fielding fu ceeded to the 
~command. In a little time the town was found t~ be no 

1643• longer in a condition of defence; and though the king 
approached, with an intention of obliging Effex to raife 
the fiege, the d ifpofition of the parliamentary army was 
fo firong, as rendered the deftgn impraCl:icable. Field-

s7th April. ing, therefore, was contented to· yield the town, on 
co.ndition that he ihould bring ofF all the garrifon with 
the honours of war, and deliver up deferters. This laft 
article was thought fo ignominious and fo prejudicial to 
the king's interefis, that the governor was tried by a 
council of war, and condemned to lofe his life, for con
renting to it. His fentence was afterwards remitted by 
the king h. 

EssEx's army had been fully fupplied with all necef
faries from London: Even many fuper.fluities and luxu
ries were fent them by the care of the zealous citizens : 
Yet the hardthips, which they fuffered from the fiege, 
during fo early a feafon, had weakened them to fuch a 
degree, that they were no longer fit for any new enter
prize. And the two armies, for fome time, encamped 
in the neighbourhood of each other, without attempt· 
ing, on either fide, any aB:ion of moment. 

BESIDES the military operations between the princi
pal armies, which lay in the centre of England; each 

county, each town, each family almoft, was divided 
within itfelf; and the moft violent convulfions 1hook the 

· w_hole kingdom. Throughout the. winter, continual 
efforts had every-where been made by each party to 

furmount its antagonift; and the Englilb, rouzed from 
the lethargy of peace, with eager, though unlkilful 
hands, employ~d againft their fellow-citizens their long• 
neglected weapons. The furious zeal for liberty and 

~ R.uih. vol. vi. p. ;.6 S• &c, Cl ~rend~n, vol. iii. p. Zl7, 23S, &e. 
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pre!byterian difcipline, which had hitherto run uncon· c H A P. 

trouled throughout the nation, now at lafl: excited an.._:::~ 
equal ardour for monarchy and epifcopacy; when the t643• 

intention of aboliiliing thefe ancient modes of government 

was openly avowed by the parliament. Conventions for 
neutrality, though~ in feveral counties, they had been 
entered into, and confirmed by the mofl: folemn oaths, 
yet, being voted illegal by the two houfes, were imme· 

diately broken e; and the fire of difcord was fpread into 
every quarter. The altercation of difcourfe, the contro-

verfies of the pen, but, above all, the declamations of the 
pulpit, indifpofecl the minds of men towards each other, 
and propagated the blind rage of party d. Fierce, how-

ever, and inflamed as were the difpofitions of the Englilh, 
by a war both civil and religious, that great deflroyer of 

humanity; all the events of this period are lefs dillin-
gui£hed by atrocious deeds either of tre:1chery or cruelty, 
than were ever any intefline difcords, which had fo long 
a continuance. A circumibnce which will be found to 

refleCl: great praife on the national charaCl:er of that people, 
now fo unhappily rouzed to arms. 

IN the north, lord Fairfax commanded for the parlia
ment, the earl of N ewcaflle for the king. The latter 

noblemen began thofe affociations, which were after-

. wards fo much praCl:ifed in other parts of the kingdom. 
He united in a league for the king the counties of 

Northumberland, Cumberland, Wefrmoreland, and the 
Bilhopric, and engaged, fame time after, other counties 

in the fame affociation. Finding that Fairfax, affified 
by Hotham and the garrifon of Hull, was making pro
grefs in the fouthern parts of Yorklhire; he advanced 

with a body of four thoufand men, and took poffeffion of 

York. At Tadcafrer, he attacked the forces of the parlia• 

e Cl.uendon, vol. iii, P• 137• '39• d D JgJate, p. 9 S• 
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C H A P. ment, and di!lodged them : But his viCl:ory w:as not deci
LVr. 

'---y----1 five. In other rencountcrs he obtained feme inconfider-
I64J. able advantages. But the chief benefit, which refulted 

from his entcrprizes;· was, the efrablilhing of the king's 
authority in all the northern provinces. 

IN another part of the kingdom, lord Broke was 
kiiled by a !hot, while he was taking poffeffion of Litch· 
field for the pariia nent e. After a lharp combat, near 
StafFord, between the earl of ~ orthampton and Sir John 
Gell, the former, who commanded the king·s forces, 
was killed while he fought with great valour; and his 
forces, difcouraged by his death, though they had obtain
ed the advantage in the ael:ion, n:.trcatcd into the town of 
Stafford r. 

SIR '\Villi:m1 "\.Valler began to difiinguifh himfclf among 
t1 e generals of the parliament. ACtive and indefatigable 
in his operations, rapid and enterprifillg; he was fitted 
hy his genius to the nature of the war; which, being 
managed by raw troops, conduCted by unexpericnced 
com:11<mders, afForded fuccefs to every bold and fudden 
undertaking. After taking \VincheHer and Chicbdl:er, 
he ~dvanced towL1rds G1ocefier, which was in a manner 
blockaded by lord Herbert, who had levied confider~ble 
forces in Waks for the royu.I party g. While be at~ 

tacKeJ the \v clfh on one fide, a fally from GJocefrcr 
made impreffion on the other. HerLert was defeated; 

e H<! h:rd t<l"k[n pliTeJion of Litchfield, and wa~ Yiewing from a window 
~t. b a's,·;Jthedral, in which a patty of the ro);;lii1s had fortitieJ themfelve!, 
H~ was ca.fc.i,:n complete armou~, Lut was lhot through the eye by a random· 
b~'l. Lord Broke was a zealous puritan; and haJ formerly fo~id, that he 
hored to fee with hi~ <!yes the ruin of all the catheclrals of England. It was 
a fupnfiitiou~ re.Nrk of the ro}alilh, that he was killed on St. Ch:lCi's day 
•>;' a !hot from St. Chad\ cJtheclral, which pie1ctd Lh~t very eye by which he 
hope~ to f~e the 1u:n of all cathedrals. Dugd.:l!e, p. u8. Clarencon, &c, 

f Vi.'hitloclte, P· 66. Run •. vol. vi. P• I 5 :t, Clarendon, voi. iii. P• T 5'· 
g R ,{h, vof. vi, p. gz. JCO, 
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Eve hundred of his men killeJ on the fpot; a thouf.·md C H A P. 
• k . r d h h" r. 1 ~ LVI. ta en prBoners; an e Imte f efcaped with fome diffi- '---v---J 
culty to Oxford. Hereford, efieemed a fhong town, 1643. 

?efended by a confiderable garrifon, was furrendered to 
Wailer, from the cowardice of colonel Price, the gover-
nor. Tewkefbury underwent the fame fate. '\Vorcefter 
refufed him aJmittJnce; and '\¥all er, without placing 
any garrifons in his new conquefi:s, retired to Glocefrer, 
and he thence joined the army under the earl of Effex h.-

BuT the moft memorable atl:ions of valour, during Viaori~s of 

h. · r. r r d · h 11 WJ the royalifls t IS wmter-Ieaton, were per1orme In t e wen. 1en in the welt. 

Sir Ralph Hopton, with his fmall troop, retired into 
Cornwall before the earl of Bedford, that nobleman, 
rlefpifing fo inconfiderable a force, abandoned the pur-
fuit, and committed the care of fuppreffing the royal 
party to the fheriffs of the county. But the affct1:ions 
of Cornwall were much inclined to the king's fervice. 
While Sir Richard Buller and Sir Alexander Carew lay 
at Launcefton, 4nd employed themfelves in executing the 
parliament's ordinance for the militia, a meeting of th~ 
county was auemblcd at Truro; and after Hopton pro-
duced his commiffion from the earl of Hertford, the 
king's general, it was agreed to execute the laws; and 
to expel thefe invaders of the county. The train-bands 
were accordingly levied, Launcefton taken, and all 
Cornwall reduced to peace and to obedience under the 
king. 

IT had been ufual for the royal party, on the corn· 
tnencement of thefe diforders, to claim, on all occafions, 

, the frriCl: exectJtion of the lav,rs, which, they knew, 
were favourable to them ; and the parliament, rather 
than have rccourfe to theaplea of neceffity, and avow the 
tranfgreffion of any ftatute, had alfo been accufromed to 

b Rulh. vol. vi. P• 263. 
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.. .; H. A P. warp the laws, and, by forced con!l:rucHons, to inter
~ pret them in their own favour i. But though the king 

1643• was naturally the gainer by fuch a method of conduCting 

war, and it was by favour of law that the train-bands 

. were raifcd in Cornwall; it appeared that thofe maxims 

were now prejudicial to the royal party. Thefe troops 
. could not legally, without their own confent, be carried 
t out of the county; and confequently, it was impoffible 

to pufh into Devonfhire, the advantage, which they had 
obtained. The Cornifh royalifis, therefore, bethought 

themfelves of levying a force, which might be more fer· 

viccab1e. Sir Bevil Granville, the mofr beloved man of 
that country, Sir Ralph Hopton, Sir Nicholas Slanning, 

Arundcl, and Trevannion, undertook, at their own 

charges, to raife an army for the ICing; and their great 
intereH: in Cornwall foon enabled them to effeCt their 

purpofc. The parliament, alarmed at this appearance of 

the royalifls, gave a commiffion to Ruthven~ a Scotch

man, governor of PJ ymouth, to march with all the 

· forces of Dorfet, Somerfet, and Devon, and make an 
entire conq uefi of Cornwall. The earl of Stamford fol

lowed him, at fome diCcance, with a confiderable fupply. 
R uthven, ha-ving entered Cornwall by bridges thrown 
over the rramar, hafiencd to an action; left Stamford 

!hould j oi n him, and obtain the honour of that vitlory, 

which he looked far with affurance. The royalifts, in 

like manner, were impatient to bring the affair to a 

decifion, before Ruthven's army fuould receive fo con., 

fiJerable a reinforcement. The battle was fought on 
. Bradoc -down ; and the king~s forces, though inferior 

in number, gave a total clef'eat to their enemies. Ruth· 

vcn, with a few 'broken troops, fled to Saltalh; and 

when that town was taken, he efcaped, with fome diffi· 
culty, and almoft: alone, into Plymouth. Stamford 

i Clarendon, \.1>1. iii. p. IJO. 
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retired, and difi:ributed his forces into Plymouth and C H A P. 
Exeter. LVJ. 

"'---y--J 

N OTWITllSTANOING thefe advantages, the extreme 16
43· 

want both of money and ammunition, under which the 

Cornilh royalifts laboured, obliged them to enter into a 

convention of neutrality with the parliamentary party in 

Devonfhire ; and this neutrality heid all the winter

feafon. In the fpring, it was broken by the authority of 
the two houfes; and war recommenced with great ap• 
pearance of difadvantage to the king's party. Stamford, 
having affembled a ftrong body of near feven thoufand 
men, weii fupplieJ with money, provifiJns, and ammu
nition, advanced upon the royalifls, who were not half 

his number, and were oppreffed by every kind of necef-
iity. Defpair, joined to the natural gallantry of thefeBattle(\f 
troops commanded hy the prime gentry of the county Str~ttnn. 

' ')\fay r!ith. 
made them refolve, by one vigorous effort, to overcome 
all thefe difadvantages. Stamford being encamped on 
the top of a high hill near Stratton, they attacked him in 
four divifions, at five in the morning, having lain all 

night under arms. One divifion was commanded by lord 

l\.1ohun and Sir Ralph Hopton, another by Sir Beville 
Granville and Sir John Berkcley, a third by Slanning 
and Trevannion, a fourth by Baflet and Godolphin. In 

this manner the aCl:ion began ; the king's forces preffing 

with vigour thofe four ways up the hill, and their ene-

mies obftinately defending themfelves. The fight con-
tinued with doubtful fuccefs, till word was brought to 
the chief officers of the Cornifh, that their amn;nmition 
was (pent to Iefs than four barrels of powder. This 
defect, which they concealed from the foldiers, they re-

folved to fupply by their valour. 'rhey agreed to ;Jdvance 
without firing till they f110uld reach the top of the hiiJ, 

and could be on equal ground with the enemy. The 

courage of the officers was fo well fecondcd by the fol-

Ll3 diers, 
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c H A P. diers,, that the royalifis began on all fides to gain ground. 
~Major-general Chiclley, who commanded the parlia~ 

1643. mentary army (for S tamford kept at a diftance) failed not 
in his duty; and when he faw his men ~ecoil, he himfelf 
advanced with a good ftand of pikes, and, piercing iilt~ 
the thickeft of the enemy, was at laft overpowered by 
numbers and taken prifoner. His army, upon this dif
afier, gave ground apace; infomuch that the four parties 
of the royalifis, growing nearer and nearer as they af
cended, at length met together upon the plain at the 
top; where they embraced with great joy, and fignalized 
their vitiory with loud fuouts and mutual c~mgratula .. 
tions k. 

F.a· •Ie of 
},anfdown. 
s tl: July. 

AFTER this fuccefs, the attention both of king and 
parliament was turned towards the weft, as to a very 
important fcene of atiion. The king fent thither the 
marquis of Hertford _and prince l\1aurice with a reinforce
ment of cavalry; who, having joined the Corniili army, 
foon over-ran the county of Devon; and advancing into 
that of Somerfet, began to reduce it to obedience. On 
the other hand, the parliame~t, having fupplied Sir Wil
liam \Valler, m whom they. much trufted, with a corn":' 
plcte army, difpatched him we!tw.ards, in order to check 
the progrefs of the roya!ifrs. After fome fkirmilhes, the 
two armies met at Lanfdown, near Bath, and fought ~ 
pitched battle, with great lofs on both fides, but without 
any decifive event 1• The gallant Granville was there 
killed ; and Hopton, by the blowing up of fo~e powder, 
was dangeroufly hurt. The royalifts next attempted to 
march eaH:wards, and to join their forces to the king's at 
Oxford: But \Valler hung on their rear, and infefted 
their march till they reached the Devizes. Reinforce~ 

-.),. 

k Rulh. vol. .Ji, p. 167. 2.7 3. Clarendon, \'ol. iii. p. 169. "79• 
~ Ruil:: v~J. vi. p. z84. Clarcndon, vol. iii. p. z~z, 
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by additional troops, which Rocked to him·from all quar- c H A P. 

ters; he fo much furpafred the royalifis in number, that~ 
they dur£1: no longer continue their march, or e;:pofe 1643. 

themfelves to the hazard of an attion. It was rcfo]ved, 

that Hertford and prince Maurice lhou1d proc ed with the 

cavalry; and, having procured a reinforcement fram the 

king, lhould hafien back to the relief of their friends. 

Waller was fo confident of taking this body of infantry, 

now abandoned by the horfe, that he wrote to the par

liament, that their work was done, and that, by the 

next pofr, he would inform them of the numbc• and 

quality of the prifoners. But the king, even before 

Hertford's arrival, hearing of the great difficulties, to 

which his wefl:ern army was reduced, had prepared a 

confiderable body of cavalry, which he immediately 

difpatched to their fuccour under the command of lord 

Wilmot. vVa!ler drew up on Roundway-down, about I 
Batt e of 

two miles from the Devizes; and advancing with his Ronndway-

cavalry to fight Wilmot, and prevent his conjunction ~~~~njuly. 
with the Corniih infantry, was received with equal 

valour by the royalifis. After a {harp aCtion he was 

totally routed, and, Rying with a f~w horfc, cfc<!ped to 

Brifi:ol. vVilmot, feizing the enemy's cannon, and 

having joined his friemls, whom he came to relieve, ~t-

tacked Wailer's infantry with redoubled courage, drove 

them off the field, and routed and difperfed the whole 

army ·n. 

THIS important victory, following fo quick after many 

other fuccefres, firuck great difmay into the parliament, 

and gave an alarm to their principal army commanJed by 
Efrex. \Valler exclaimed loudly againfi: that general, 

for allowing Wilmot to pafs him, and proceed without 

any interruption to the fuccour of the difireficd infantry 

m Rulh, vol. vi. p. z.85. Clarendon, vel, iii. p. :91. 
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C H A P. at the Devizes. But E!Tex, finding that h!s army fdl LVI. 
'----v---1 continual1y to decay after the fiege of Reading, ~Vas 

1643· refolved to remain upon the defenfive; and the weaktefs 
of the king, and his want of all military ftores, had tlfo 
refrrained the aB:ivity of the royal army. No aB: ion lad 
happened in that part of England, except one lkirmlh, 
which, of itfelf, was of no great confeq uence, and vas 
rendered memorable by the death alone of the fatnua 
Hambden. 

CoLONEL U rrey, a Scotchman, who fcrved in the 
parliamentary army, having received fome difguil-, erne 
to Oxford, and offered his ferviccs to the king. In oder 
to prove the fincerity of his convedion, he infomed 
Prince Rupert of the loofe d1.,l Ji.tion of the eneny's 
quarters, and exhorted him to form fome attempt won 
them. The Prince, who was entirely fitted for that lind 
of fervice, falling fuddenly upon the difperfed bodie of 
Effex's army, routed two regiments of cavalry and me 
of infan"try, and carried his ravages within two mile of 
the general's quarters. The alarm being given, ev:ry 
one mounted on horfeback, in order to purfue the pri1ce, 
to recover the prifoners, and to repair the difgracc, whch 
the army had fufi:ained . Among the refr, Hambcn, 
who had a regiment of infantry that lay at a diftarce, 
joined the horfe as a volunteer; and overtaking :he 
royalifis on Chalgrave field, entered into the thickefl of 
the battle. J3y t:he bravery and attivity of Rupert, ;he 
king's _troops were brought off, and a great booty, to;e
ther with two hundred prifoners, was conveyed to 
Oxford. But what mofi pleafed the royalifis, was, ;he, 
expeCtation that fame difafrer had happened to Hambctn, 
their capital and much-dreaded enemy. One of :he 
prifoners taktn in the action, faid, that he was coJfi., 
dent Mr. Hambden was hurt: For he faw him, contuy 
~o his ufual cuflom, ride oft' the field, before the aaon 

ya~ 
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was finifhed ; his head hanging down, and his hands C H A P. 

lea11ing upon his horfe's neck. Next day, the news~ 
arrived, that he was fhot in the fhoulder with a brace of 1643· 

butlets, and the bone broken. Some days after, he died, Death of 

in exquifite pain, of his wound; nor could his whole Hambden. 

party, had their army met with a total overthrow, have 
hem thrown into greater con,fiernation. The king him- . 

feF fo highly valued him, that, either from generofity or 
poicy, he intended to have fent him his own furgeon to 

altll: at his cure "• 
MANY were the virtues and talents of this eminent 

pe:fonage; and his valour during the war, had £hone 
out with a lufire equal to that of the other accornplifh

mmt~, by which he had ever been difiinguifhed. Affabi
litr in converfation; temper, art, and eloquence ln debate; 
per1etration and difcernment in counfel; indufiry, vigi

lance, and enterprize in action ; all thefe praifes are 

uranimoufly afcribed to him by hifl:orians of the mo!t 

Ofpofite parties. His virtue too and integrity, in all the 

duties of private life, are allowed to have been beyond 

exception: We mufl: only be cautious, notwithfi:anding 

hi• generous zeal for liberty, not haftily to afcribe to him 

the praifcs of a good citizen. Through all the horrors 

of civil war, he fought the abolition of monarchy, and 

fubverfion of the confi:itution; an end, which, had it 
been attainable by peaceful meafures, ought carefully to

have been avoided by every lover of his country. But 

whether, in the purfuit of this violent enterprize, he 

was aCl:uated by private ambition, or by honefi prejudices, 

derived from the former exorbitant powers of royalty, it 

belongs not to an hifl:orian of this age, fcarcely even to 

an intimate friend, pofitively to determine o. 

n Warwick's Memoirs, p. 241. Clarendon, vol. i. p. z64. 0 See 

.ftlte [ GG] at the end pf the volume. 
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c H A P. EssEx, difcouraged by this event, difmayed by the 

~total rout of Wailer, was farther informed, that the 
J643. queen, who landed in Burlington-bay, had arrived at 

Oxford, and had brought from the north a reinforce
ment of three thoufand foot anq fifteen hundred horfe. 

Diflodging from Thame and Aylefbury, where he had 
hitherto lain, he thought proper to retreat nearer to 

London, and he lhowed to his friends his broken and 

dilheartened forces, which a few months before he had 
led into the field in fo Rouri!hing a condition. The 

king, freed from this enemy, fent his army wefiward 

under prince Rupert; and, by their conjunction with 
the Cornilh troops, a formidable force, for numbers as 
well as reputation and valour, was compofed. That an 
enterprize, correfpondent to men's expeCtations, might 
be undertaken, the prince refo]ved to lay fiege to Brif
to1, the fecond town for riches and greatnefs in the king

dom. Nathaniel Fiennes, fon of lord Say, he himfelf, 

a~ well as his father, a great parliamentary leader, was 
governor, and commanded a garrifon of two thoufand 
five hundred foot, and two regiments, one of horfe, 
another of dragoons. The fortifications not being com
plete or reguhr, it was refolved by prince Rupert to 

florm the city; and next morning, with little other pro
vifions, fuitable to fuch a work, befides the courage of 

the troops, the affault began. The Cornilh, in three 
divifions, attacked the wefr fide, with a refolution which 
nothing could controul: But though the middle divifion 
had already mounted the wall, fo great v. as the difadvan

tage of the ground, and fo brave the defence of the garrifon, 

that in the end the a!failants were repulfed with a confi

derable lofs both of officers and foldiers.' On the prince's 

fide, the affault was conducted with equal courage, and 
almofr with equal lofs, but with better fuccefs. One 
party, led by lord Grandifon, was indefu_ beaten off, and 

-+ the 
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fhe commander himfelf mortally wounded : Another c H A P~ 
' LVI 

f:onduCl:ed by colonel Bellafis, met with a like fate:~ 
but \Vafhington, with a lefs party, finding a place in 16•p• 
~he curtain weaker than the reft, broke in, and quickly 

made room for the horfe to follow. By this irruption, 

however, nothing but the fuburbs was yet gained : The 

entrance int,o the town was frill more difficult: And by 

the ~ofs already fufl:ained, as well as by the profpe& of 

farther danger, every one was extremely difcouraged: 
When, to the great joy of the army, the city beat a par- Briftol taken, 

ley. The garrifon was allowed to march out with their zsth July, 

arms and baggage, leaving their cannon, ammunition, 

and colours. For this inftance of cowardice, Fiennes 
was afterwards tried by a court-martial, and condemned 
~o lofe his head; but the fentence was remitted by the 

general P. 

GREAT complaints were made of violences exercifed 

on the garrifon, contrary to the capitulation. An apolo
gy was made by the royalifts, as if thefe were a retaliation 

for fome violences, committed on their friends at the 
furrender of Reading. And under pretence of like reta

liations, but really from the extreme animofity of the 

parties, were fuch irregularities continued during the 

~hole courfe of the war q• 

THE lofs fufiained by the royalifis in the afrault of 

Bri£l:o1, was confiderable. Five hundred excellent fol

diers pe~iilicd. Among thofe of condition were Gran

difon, Slanning, Trevannion, and Moy1e : Bellafis, 

A£hley, and Sir }>hn Owen, were wounded: Yet was 

the fuccefs, upon the whole, fo conficlerable as mightily 
raifed tbe courage of the one party, and dcprefred that 

~f the other. The king, to lhow that he was not intoxi
~ated with good fortune, nor afpired to a total viCtory 

p Rulbworth, vol. vi. P• ::z.84. Clarendon, vol, iii. P• 1.93, 1.94, &c. 

q C~arendt>n, ubi fupra, P• 197• 
over 
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c H :A P. over the parliament, publillicd a manifefi:o; in which he 
LVI. 11. • } • 

~...-...-J renewed the protenat10n, former y taken, wtth great fo-
J64l· lemnity, at the head of his army, and expreffed his firm 

intention of making peace upon the re-efi:ablifhment of 
the confiitution. Having joined the camp at Brifl:ol, and 
fent prince Maurice with a dt(tachment into Devon!hire, 
he deliberated how to employ the remaining forces in an 

enterprize of moment. Some propofed,. and feemingly. 
with reafon, to march direCtly to London; where every 
thing was in confufion, where the army of the parliament 
was b_pfficd, weakened, an~ difmayed, and wh~re, it was 
hoped, either by an infurretl:ion of the citizens, by viClory, 
or by treaty, a fpcedy end might be put to the civil dif
orders, But this undertaking, by reafon of the great 
number and force of the London militia, was thought by 
many to be attended with confiderable difficulties. Glo
cefier, lying within twenty miles, prefented an eafier,· 
yet a very irnportant conquefi:. It was the only remain
ing garrifon pofTeffed by the parliamer1t in thofe parts. 
Could that city be reduced, the king held the whole 
courfe of the Severn under his command ; the rich and 
ma1content counties of the weft, having loft all protec
tion from their friends, might be forced to pay high con
tributions, as an atonement for their difaffection; an open 
communication could be preferved between \Vales and 
thefe new conquefts; and half of the kingdom, being en
tirely freed from the enemy, and thus united into one 
firm body, might be employed in re-eftablilhing the king'~ 
authority throughout the remainder. Thefe were the 
reafons for embracing that: refolution; fatal, as it was 
ever efi:eemed, to the royal party r. 

SieJ!e of ~I'HE governor of Glocefler was one Maffey, a foldier 
Glocefter. of fortune, who, before he engaged with the parliament, 

r Whitloch, p. 6!). May, book iii. P• 91, 
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had offered his fervice to the kino-; and as he was free c H A P. 
o L~ 

from the fumes of enthufiafm, by which mofi: ofthe offi-~ 
cers on that fide were intoxicated, he would lend an ear, 1643• 

it was prefumed~ to propofals for accommodation. But 
Maffey was refolute- to preferve an entire fidelity to his 

mafiers; and though no enthufiaft himfelf, he well knew 

how to employ to advantage that enthufiaftic fpidt fo 
prevalent in his city and garrifon. The fummons to 1oth Au:. 

furrender allowed two hours for an anfwer: But befote 

that time expired, there appeared before the king two 
citizens, with lean, pale, £harp, and difmal vifages: 

Faces, fo fi:range and uncouth, according to lord Cla

rendon; figures, fo habited and accoutered ; as at once 

moved the moft fevere countenance to ·mirth, and the 

moft chearful heart to fadnefs : It feemed impoffible, that 
fuch meffengers could bring lefs than a defiance. The 
men, without any circumfiance of duty or good man
ners, in a pert, fhrill, undifmayed accent, faid; that 

I 

they brought an anfwer from the godly city of G1ocef-

ter: And extremely ready were they, according to the 

hifl:orian, to give infolent and feditious replies to ~my 
quefl:ion; as if their bufinefs were chiefly, by provoking 
the king, to make him violate his own fafe conduct. 

The anfwer from the city was in thefe words: " We 
" the inhabitants, magifl:rates, officers and foldiers, 
" within the garrifon of Glocefter, unto his l\1ajefty's 
" gracious meffage, ·return this humble anfwer: That 
" we do keep this city, according to our oaths and alle
" giance, to and for the ufe of his majefiy and his 

'' royal pofrerity : And do accordingly conceive our

" felves wholly bound to obey the commands of his 

" majefty fignified by both houfes of parliament: And 
~ '' are refolved by God's help to keep this city accord

·" ingly s." After thefe preliminaries, the fiege was 

• Rufu. vol. vi, p. a87, Clarendon. vol, iii. p. 315. May, book iii. P• 96. 
refo-
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c H A P. tefolutely undertaken by the army, and as refolutely fuf~ 

LVI. . cl b h . . cl ·r ' ~tune y t e c1trzens an garr11on. . 
1643. WHEN intelligence of the fiege of Glocefl:er arrived in 

London, the confternation among the inhabitants was as 
great as if the enemy were already at their gates. The 
r1pid progrefs of the royalifl:s threatened the parliament 

~ith immediate fabjection: The factions and difcontents; 
anong themfelves, in the city, and throughout the 
reighbouring counties, prognofiicated fome dangerous 
d vifion or infurreCl:ion. Thofe parliamentary leaders, it 
nufi be owned, who had introduced fuch mighty inno
vttions into the Englilh confl:itution, and who had pro

jtcted {o much greatc:r, had not engaged in an enterprize 
\\hich exceeded their courage and capacity. Great vi
gJUr, from the beginning, as well as wifdom, they had 
dfplayed in all their counfeJs; and a furious, headftrong 
h>dy, broken loofe from the reftraint of law, had hitherto 

been retained in fubjeCl:ion under their authority, and 

fi1mly united by zeal and paffion, as by the mofr legal 

atd efiabliibed government. A fmall committee, on 

ooom the two houfes devolved their power, had directed 
al. their military operations, and had preferved a fecrecy 

ir1 deliberation, and a promptitude in execution, beyond 

what the king, notwithftanding the advant:1gcs poifeffed 
hJ a fingle leader, had ever been able to attain. Senfible 

t~t no j;aloufy was by their pa!"tizans entertained againfl: 
trem, they had on all occafions exerted an authority much 
nnre defpotic than the royalifts, even during the preffing 
e]jigencies of war, could with patience endure in their 

forereign. Whoever incurred their difplcafure, or was 
expofed to their fufpicions, was committed to prifon, and 
pnfecuted under the notion of delinquency: After all 
th! old jails were full, many new ones were erected; and 
ev:n the !hips were crowded with the royalifl:s, both gen

trJ a1:d clergy, who langui!hed below decks, and perifhed 

Jn 



CHARLES 

in thofe unhealthy confinements: ':fhey impofed ta~es, c H A P. 

the heavieft, and of the moft unufual nature, by ar ordi-~ 
nance of the two houfes : They voted a commilfon for 164r 

feq ueil:rations; and they feized, wherever they had 

power, the revenues of all the. king's party t: And mow-
ing that themfcl vcs, and all their adherents, we-e, by 

refi~ing the prince, expofed to the penalties of la'"'· they 
refolved, by a fevere adminifi:ration, to overcom~ thefe 

terrors, and to retain the people in obedience, by pe1alties 
of a more immediate execution. In the beginnng of 
this fum~er, a combination, formed againfr th:m in 

. Lof!don, had obliged the~ to exert the plenitude cf their 

authority. 
EDMOND W ALLER, the firfr refiner of Englifr verfi-

fication, was a member of the lower houfe; a nan of 

confiderable fortune, and not more difl:ingui!hed by his . 
poetical genius than by his parliamentary talents, md by 

the politenefs and elegance of his manners. As full of 
keen fatire and invective in his eloquence, as of tnder

nefs and panegyric in his poetry, he caught the atention 

of his hearers, and exerted the utmofi: boldnefs in baming 

thofe violent counfcls, by which the commons w•re go
verned. Finding all oppofition within doors to bt fruit
lefs, he endeavoured to form a party without, which 

might oblige th; parliament to accept of reafonabe con

dirions, and refiore peace to the nation. The cha-ms of 
his converf~tion, joined to his charaCter of courase and 
integrity; had procured him the entire confide1ce of 
Northumberland, Conway, and every eminent pe-fon of 

either fex who refided in London. They opend their 
breaft to him without refervc, and expreffed thei1 difap

probation of the furious meafures purfued by th< corn-

t The king afterwards copied from this example; but, as the fz greater 

part of the nobility and landed gentry were his friends, he reaped nuch lefs 

profit from this meafure. 

mons, 
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· c H · A P. mons, and their willies that fome expedient could be 
'LVI. c d c ft . r . T k' ' ~ 10un 10r opptng 10 Impetuous a career. om ms, 
26.43· Wall er's brother-in-law, and Chaloner, the intimate 

· friend of Tomkins, had entertained like fentiments: 
And as the connexions of thefe two gentlemen lay chiefly 
in the city, they informed Wailer, that the fame abhor
rence of war prevailed there, among all men of re:'lfon 
and moderation. V pon reflection, it feerned not imprac
ticable· that a combination might be formed between the 
lords and citizens; and, by mutual concert, the i1legal 
taxes be refufed, which the parliament, without the royal 
affent, impofed on the people. While this affair was in 
agitation, and Jifl:s were making of fuch as they conceiv
ed to be well-affeCled to their defign ; a fervant of Tom
kins, who had overheard their difcourfe, immediately 
carried intelligence to Pym. Wailer, Tomkins, and 
Chaloner were feized, and tried by a court-martial ·11• 

They were all three condemned, and the two latter exe• 
cuted on gibbets erected before their own doors. A 
covenant, as a tell, was taken w by the lords and com
mons, and impofed on their army, and on all who lived 
within their quarters. Befides refolving to amend and 
reform their lives, the covenanters there vow, that they 
will never lay down their arms fo long as the papifts, 
now in open war againft the p-arliament, 1hall, by force 
of arms, be protected from j uftice ; they exprefs their 
abhorrence of the late confpiracy ; and they promife to 
affift to the utmofi the forces raifed by both houfes, againft 
the forces levied by the king x. 

W ALLER, as foon as imprifoned, fenfible of the great 
danger into which he had fallen, was fo feized with the 
dread of death, that all his former fpirit deferted him; 

u Ruf'hworth, vol, vi, p. 32.6, Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 249, 250, &c, 
w 6th of June. x Ru.lh, vol. vi. p. 325. Clarendon, vol. H, 

P• 2 55• 
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anJ he confeffed whatever he knew, without fparino- h'sC H A P. 
11 • • f . d . h d ~d

0 

LVI. mou mt:mate nen s, Wit out regar to the conn encc ~ 

repofcd in him, without difiinguifhing between the neg- 1643· 

ligence of familiar converfation ami the fchemcs of a 

regular confpiracy. With the rnoft profound diffimula-

tion, he counterfeited fuch remorfe of confcicncc, that 

his execution was put off, out of mere ch_ri!li:m com-

paffion, till he might recover the ufe of h1s under.fi:and-

ing. He invited vifits from tl?e ruling clergy of all fects; 

and while he expreff~cl his own penitence, he received 

their devout exhortations with humiiity and reverence, as 

conveying clearer conviB:ion and information than in his 

life he had ever before attain d. Prefents too, of which, 

as well as of flJttery, thefe holy men were not infen!lble, 

were di:ftributed among them ; as a fmall rctnbution for 

their prayers and ghoftl y counfel. And· by all thefe arti-

fices, more than from any regard to the be;1uty of his 

genius, of which, during that time of f rious cant and 

faction, fmall account would be made, he prevailed fo 

far as to have his life fparcd, and a fine of tc1 thoufand 

pounds accepted in lieu of it Y. 

THE feverity, exercifed againfr t, e confpiracy or ra

ther project of Wailer, cncreafed the authority of the 
parliament, and feemed to enfur them againfr like at

tempts for the future. But by the progrefs of the king.rs 

arms, the defeat of Sir William \Va !er, the taking of 

Bri:ftol, the fiege of Glocefl:cr, a cry for peace was renew

ed, and with more violence than ever. Crowds of wo

tnen, with a petition for that purpofe, flocked about the 

houfe, and were fo clamorous and importunate, that 
orders were given for difpcrfing them; and fome of the 

females were killed in the fray z. Bedford, HolLmd, 

and Con way, had dcferted the parliament, and h.. gone 

Y Whitlocke, p. 66. Rulhworth, vol. vi. p. 3 30. Clarendon, vol. iii. 

P• 2.53, 2 54• &c. 'L. Ru!1mo1th, vol. vi, p. 357• 
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c H r. to Oxford ; Clare and Lovelace had followed them a. 

~~_,.Northumberland had retired to his country-feat : Effex 
r643· himfelf iliewcd extreme diffatisfaB:ion, and exhorted the: 

parliament to make peace~>. The upper houfe fentdown 
terms of accommodation, more moderate than had hitherto 

been infi.frecl on. It even paffed by a majority among the 
commons, that thcfe propofals lhould be tranfmitted to 
the king. The zealots took the alarm. A petition 
againfr peace was framed in the city, and prefented by 
Pennington, the factious mayor. Multitudes attended 
him, aJ..1d renewed all the former menaces againfr the 
moderate party c. The pulpits thundered, and rumours 
were fpread of twenty thoufand lrifh, who had landed, 
and were to cut the throat of every protefiant d.. The 
majority was again turned to the other fide; and all 
thoughts of pacification being dropped, every preparation 
was made for refifrance, and for the immediate relief of 
Gloccfi:er, on which the parliament was fenfible, all 
their hopes of fuccefs in the war did fo much depend. 

1\I ASSEY, refolute to make a vigorous defence, and 
having under his command a city and garrifon ambitious 

of the crown of martyrdom, had hitherto maintained the 

flcge -with courage and abilities, and had much retarded 
the advances of the king's army. By continual fallies, 
he infefted them in their trench~s, and gained fudden 
advz.ntages over them: By difputing every inch of ground, 
he rcpreffcd the vigour and alacrity of their courage, 

elated by former fucceffes. His garrifon, however, was 
reduced to the lafr extremity; and he failed not, from 
time to time, to inform the parliament, that, unlefs 
fpeedily relieved, he lhould be neceffitated, from the ex
treme want of provifions and ammunition, to open his 
gates to the enemy. 

a Whitlocke, p. 67. b Ruth. vol. vi. p. 2.(lO. c Idem, ibid. 

P• 356. d Clarendon, vol. iii, P• 320. Ru!h. vol. vi. p. 588. 
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THE parliament, in order to repair their broken con- C H A P. 
LVI. 

dition, and put themfelves in a pofture of defence, now ·--,r-.J 
exerted to the utmoil: their power and authority. They 1643• 

voted, that an army lhould be levied under Sir William 
Wailer, whom, notwithftanding his misfortunes, they 
loaded with extraordinary careffes. Having ailociated in 
their caufe the counties of Hertford, F.ffex, Cambridge, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Lincoln, and Huntingdon, they gave 
the earl of Manchefier a commiffion to be general of the 
affociation, and appointed an army to be Jcvied under his 
command. But, above all, they were intent that Efl"ex's 
army on which their whole fortune depended, fhould be 
put in a condition of marching againfi the king. They 
excited afrclh their preachers to furious declamations 
againfi the royal caufe. They even employed the expe-
dient of preffing, though abolilhed by a late law, for 
which they had fl:renuoufly contended e. And they en-
gaged the city to fend four regiments of its militia to the 
relief of Glocefter. All fhops, meanwhile, were ordered 
to be :lhut; and every man expetl:ed, with the utmoft 
anxiety, the event of that important enterprize r. 

EssEx, carrying with him a well-appointed army of 
14,000 men, took the road of Bedford and Leicefl:er; 
and, though inferior in cavalry; yet, by the mere force 
of conduB: and difcipline, he paffed over thofe open cham
paign countries, and defended himfelf from the encmy'3 
horfe, who had advanced to meet him, and who infefted 
him during his whole march. As he approached to Glo
cefrer, the king was obliged to raife the fiege, and open 
the way for Effex to en.ter that city. 1'he neceffities of 
the O'arrifon were extreme. One barrel of powder was 

0 

their whole fl:ock of ammunition remaining; and their 
other provifions were in the fame proportion. Effex had 
brought with him military ftores; and the neighbouring 

c Ruihworth1 v:~l. vi. p. 292. fIdem, ibid. 
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c H A P. country abundantly fuppJieJ him with viCl:uals of every 

~kind. The inhabitants had carefully concealed all pro-
1643· vifions from the kinl:, army, and, pretending to be quite 

exhaufted, had rcfen•ed their frores for that caufe, which 
they fo much favoured ·. 

THE chief difficulty frill remained. Effex dreaded a 

battle with the king's army, on account of its great fu
periority in cavalry; and he refoLed to return, if poffible, 
without running that h:.1z:.1rd. He lay five days at Tewkef

bury, which was his firfl: ftage after leaving Glocdl:er; 
and he feigned, by fome preparations, to point towards 

Worcefl:er. By a forced march during the night, he 
reached Cirencdler, and obtained the double advantage 
of paffi:1g unmolefi:ed an open country, and of furprifing 

a convoy of provifions, which lay in that town h, With
out delay, he proceeded towards London; but, when he 
reached Ncwbury, he was furprifed to find, that the king, 

by hafl:y marches, had arrived before him, and was already 
poffe!fed of the place. 

:cth Sept. AN action was now unavoidable; and Effex prepared 
for it with prefence of mind, and not without military 

Battle of conduCt. On both !ides, the battle was fought with 
New!.ury, 1l Err 

dcfperatc valour and a n.eady bravery. uex's horfe were 

feveral times broken by the king's, but his infantry main
tained themfelves in firm array; and, befides giving a 
continued fire, they preft.·nted an invincible ramp(lrt of 
pikes agair.ft the furious fhock of prince Rupert, and 

thofe gallant troops of gentry, of which the royal cavalry 
was chiefly compofed. The rr-ilitia of London efpecially, 
though utter! y unacq uainted with aCl:ion, though drawn 
but a few days before from their ordinary occupations, 
yet having learned all military exercifes, and being 
animated with unconq ucrable zeal for the caufe, in 

which they were engaged, equalled, on this occafion, 

g Clarendon, vol, iii. P• 344• 

I 
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what could be expected from the mofl: veteran forces. c H A P. 

While the armies were engaged with the utmofr ardour,~ 
night put an end to the action, and left the victory uncle- •61-3. 

cided. Next morning, Effex proceeded on his march ; 

and though his rear was once put in fome diforder by 
an incurfton of the king's horfe, he reached London in 

fafety, and received applaufe for his conduCt and fuccefs 

in the whole enterprize. The king followed him on his 

march ; and having taken poffe.ffion of Reading, after the 

earl left it, he there efl:ablilhed a garrifon; and fl:rait-

ened, by that means, London and the quarters of the 
enemy i, 

IN the battle of Newbury, on the part of the king, 

befides the earls of Sunderland and Carnan•on, two no

blemen of promifing hopes, was unfortunate! y flain, to 

the regret of every lover of in~enuity and virtue 

throughout the kingdom, Lucius Cary vifcount Falk

land, fecretary of fl:ate. Before affembling the prefent 

parliament, this man, devoted to the purfuits of learni:1g, 

and to the fociety of all the polite and elegant, had en

joyed himfelf in every pleafure, which a fine genius, a 

generous d ifpofition, and an 0 1)ulent fortune rot ld afford. 

Called into public life, he fl:ood fo:·emofr in all attacks 

on the high prerogati\'es of the crown; and difpl<!ycd that 

mafculine eloquence, and undaunted love of liberty, 

which, from his intimate acquain tance with the fublime 

fpirits of antiquity, he had greedily imbibed. When 

civil convulfions proceeded to extremities, and it became 

requifite for him to chufe his fi~e ; he tempered the ar

dour of his zeal, and embraced the defence of thofe 

Jimited powers, which remained to monarchy, anp which 

he deemed necefrary for the fupport of the Englifh confti .. 

tution Sttll anxious, however, for his country, he 

{eems to have dreaded the too profperous fuccefs of his 

i Ruth, vol. vi. p. Z93· Clarendon1 vol. iii. p. 347· 
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C H A P. own party as much as of the enemy; and, among his 
LVI. 

~intimate friends, oftert after a deep filence, and frequent 
1 643· fighs, he would, with a fad accent, re-iterate the word, 

Peace. In excufe for the too free expofing of his perfon, 

which feemed unfuitable in a fecretary of fiate, he alledg

ed, th~t it became him to be more active than other men 
in all h:1Zardous entcrprizes, lefi his impatience for peace 

might bear the imputation of cowardice or pufillani
mity. From the commencement of the war, his natural 
chearfulnefs and vivacity became clouded; and even his 

ufual attention to drefs, required by his birth and fiation, 

gave way to a negligence, which was eafily obfervable. 

On the morning of the battle in which he fell, he had 

:Chown (orne care of adorning his perfon ; and gave for a 
reafon, that the enemy :lhould not find his body in any 
:!Iovenly, indecent fituation. " I am weary,'' fubjoined 

he, "of the times, and forefee much mifery to my coun
~' try; but believe, that I :lhall be out of it ere night k." 
This excellent perfon was but thirty four years of age, 
when a period was thus put to his life. 

.AAions in 
the north. 

THE lofs fufrained on both fides in the battle of New
bury, aqd the advanced feafon, obliged the armies to re
tire into wintcr-q uarters. 

IN the north, during this fummer, the great interefl: 
and popularity of the earl, now created marquis of New
cafl.le, had raifcd a confiderable force for the king; and 
great hopes of fuccefs were entertained from that quarter. 
There appeared, however, in oppofition to him, two 
men,' on whom the event of the war finally depended, 
and who began about this time to be remarked for their 

·valour and military conduCt. Thefe were Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, fon of the lord of that name, and Oliver Crom .. 

wel. rrhe former gained a confiderable advantage at 

k Whitlocke, P• 70. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 350) 351, &c. 
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"\Vake:field 1 over a detachment of royalifis, and took c H A P. 
LVI. 

general Goring prifoner: The latter obtained a vitl:ory ~ 
at Gainfborow m over a party commanded by the galiant 1 64-3· 

Cavendilh, who periilied in the acrion. But both tbcfe 

defeats of the roya1iil:s were more than fufficiently com-

penfated by the total rout of lord Fairfax at Athcrton 

moor", and the difpedion of his army. After this vic-

tory, N ewcafi~e, with an army of 1 s,oco men, fat clown 

before Hull. Hotham was no longer governor of this 

place. That gentleman and his fon, partly from a jea-

loufy entertained of lord Fairfax, partly repenting of 

their engagements againil: the king, had entered into a 

correfpondence with Newcafile, and had expreffed an 

intention of delivering Hull into his hands. But their 

confpiracy being detetl:ed, they were arrefred and fent 

prifoners to London; where, without any regard to their 

.former fcrvices, they fell, both of them, viB:ims to the 

feverity of the parliament 0
• 

NEWCASTLE, having carried on the attack of Hull 

for fome time, was beat off by a fally of the garrifon P, 

and fuffered fo much, that he thought proper to raife the 

fiege. About the fame time, Manchefler, who advanced 

fr.om the eafrern affociated counties, having joined Crom

wel and young Fairfax, obtained a confiderable viB:ory 

over the royaliil:s at Horn Cafile; where the two officers 

lafi: mentioned gained renown by their conduCl: and gal

lantry. And though fortune had thus balanced her 

favours, the king's party frill remained much fuperior in 

thofe parts of England; and had it not been for the gar

rifon of Hull, which kept Yorkfhire in awe, a conjunc

tion of the northern forces with the army in the fouth 

mio-ht have been made, and had probably enabled the 

kit~g, inil:ead of ente1 ing on the unfortunate, perhaps 

J :z.tft of May. 
JD Rulh. vol, vi. p. 275• 
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c HA P. imprudent, enterprize ~f Glocefier, to march directly to LVI. 
'-----~London, and put an end to the war q. 

xf43• \V -IILE the military enterprizes were carried on with 

vigour in Engl2.nd, aud the event became every day more 
doubtful, both parties cafr their eye towards the neigh
bouring kingdoms, and fought affifb.nce for the fini{hing 
of that enterprize, in which their own forces experienced 
fuch furious oppofition. The parliament had recourfe to 
Scotland; the king, to Ireland. 

WHEN the Scot~ifh covenanters obtained that end, 
for which they fo earnefrly contended, the e:ll:ablilhment 
of prdbyte ian difcipline in their own country, they were 
not fati.)fied, but indulged fiill an ardent paffion for pro
pagating, by all mtthods, that n,ode of religion in the 

neighbouring I·ingdoms. Having flattered themfelves, in 
the fervor of their zeal, that, by fupernatural affifiances, 
they fhould be enabled to carry their triumphant cove

nant to the gates of Rome itfeif, it behaved them firfi to 
render it prevalent in Engl:md, which already lhowcd fo 
great a difpofition to receive it. Even in the articles of 

p2.cification, they exprdfcd a defire of uniformity in wor
fhip with England ; and the king, employing general 
cxpreffions, had approved of this inclination, as pious 
and laudable. No fooncr was there an appearance of a 
rupture, than the Englilh parliament, in order to allure 
that nation into a clofe confederacy, openly declared their 
\vi!hes of ecclefi, :llical reformation, and of imitating the 
exam plc of their northern brethren r. When war was 
actually commenced, the fame artifices were ufed; and 
the Scots beheld, with the utmofr impatience, a fcene of 

action, of which they could not deem themfelves indif
ferent fpcctators. Should the king, they faid, be able, 

by force of arms, to prevail over the parliament of Eng-

q \Varwic!·, p. z6r. Walker, p. ~78, 
Clarcndon, vel: i1i, p. 68. 

r Rufu. vol. vi. P• 390. 
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land,. and re-efi:abli£h his authority in that powerful king- C H A P. 

dom, he will undoubtedly retraB: all thofe conccffions, ~~ 
which, with fo many circumil:anccs of violence and in- x64l· 

dignity, the Scots have extorted from him. Befides a 

fenfe of his own interefi, and a regard to royal power, 

which has been entirely annihilated in this country; his 

very paffion for prelacy and for religious ceremonies muft 

lead him to invade a church, which he has ever been 

taught to regard as antichrifiian and unlawful. Let us 

but confider who the perfons are that compofe the fac-

tions, now fo furioufly engaged in arms. Does not the 

parliament confifi of thofe very men, who have ever op-

pofed all war with Scotland, who have punifhed the 

author~ of our opprcffions, who have obtained us the 

redrefs of every grievance, and who, with many honour-
able expreffions, have conferred on us an ample reward 

for our brotherly affifrance? And is not the court full of 

papifis, prelates, mal ignan ts; all of them zealous ene-

mies to our religious model, aqd refolute to fc.crifice their 

lives for their idolatrous efiablifhments? Not to mention 

our own neceffary fecurity ; can we better cxprcfs our 

gratitude to heaven for that pure light, with which we 

are, above all nations, fo eminently difiinguifhed, than 

by conveying the fame divine knowledge to our unhappy 

neighbours, who are waoing through a fea of blood in 

order to attain it ? Thefe were in Scotland the topics of 

every converfation : With thefe doB:rines the pulpits 

echoed : And the famous curfe of Meroz, that curfe {o 

folemnly denounced and re-iterated againfr neutrality and 

moderation, refounded from all quarters z. 

THE parliament of England had ever invited the Scots, 

from the commencement of the civil diffentions, to inter-

z Curfe ye Meroz, f.id the angel of the Lord ; curfe ye bitterly the inha

bitants thereof: Beoufe they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help 

cfthe Lord ar;ain!l the mighty, Judges, chap. v. ver, 23. 

pofe 
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c H A P. pofe their mediation, which, they knew, would be fo 
LVI. 

'--v--' little favourable to the king : And the king, for that very 
1643· reafbn, had ever endeavoured, with the leafi: offenfive 

expreffions, to decline it t, Early this fpring, the earl 
of Loudon, the chancellor, with other commiffioners, 
and attended by Henderfon, a popular and intriguing 
preacher, was fent to the king at Oxford, and renewed 
the offer of mediation ; but with the fame fuccefs as be
fore. The commiffioners were alfo empowered to prefs 
the king on the article of religion, and to recommend to 
him the Scottiili model of eccleftaftic wodhip and difci
pline. This was touching Charles in a very tender 
point : His honour, his confcience, as well as his in
tereft, he believed to be intimately concerned in fupport
jng prelacy and the liturgy u. He begged the commif
ftoners, therefore, to remain fatisfied with the conceffions 
which he had made to Scotland ; and having modelled 
their own church according to their own principles, to 
leave their neighbours in the like liberty, and not to in
termeddle with affairs, of which they could not be fup
pofed competent judges w. 

THE divines of Oxford, fecure, as they imagined, of 
a viB:ory, by means of their authorities from church
hifiory, their quotations from the fathers, and their fpiri
tual arguments, deftred a conference with Henderfon, 
and undertook, by dint of reafoning, to convert that 
great apoftle of the north: But Henderfon, who had ever 
regarded as impious the leafi: doubt with regard to his 
own principles, and who knew of a much better way to 
reduce opponents than by employing any theological to
pics, abfolutely refufed all difputation or controverfy. 
The Engli!h divines went away, full of admiration at the 
blind affurance and bigotted prejudices of the man : He, 

t Rufh. vol. vi, p. 398. 
w Ru!h. vol, vi, p. 46z. 

u See note [H HJ at the end of the volume. 
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on his part, was moved with equal wonder at their ob.fl:i- c H A P. 

h 
LVI. 

nate attac ment to fuch palpable errors and delufions. ~ 

BY the conceffions, which the king had granted to 16f3• 

Scotland, it became neceffary for him to fummon a par
liament once in three years; and in June of the fubfe-
quent year, was fixed the period for the meeting of that 
affembly. Before that time elapfed, Charles flattered 

himfelf, that he fhould be able, by fome decifive advan-

tage, to reduce the Englilh parliament to a reafonable 
fubmiffion, and might then expect with fecurity the 

meeting of a Scotti!h parliament. Though earnefily 
folicited by Loud on to fummon prefently that great coun-
cil of the nation, he abfolutely refufed to give authority 

to men, who had already excited fuch dangerous commo-

tions, and who fhowed frill the fame difpofition to refifl: 
and invade his authority. The commiffioners, therefore, 
not being able to prevail in any of their demands, de-

fired the king's paffport for London, were they purpofed 

to confer with the Englifh parliament x; and being like-
wife denied this requeft, they returned with extreme 
diffatisfatl:ion to Edinburgh. 

THE office of confcrvators of the peace was newly 

eretl:ed in Scotland, in order to ttlaintain the confede
racy between the two kingdoms; and thefe, infiigated 
by the clergy, were refolved, fince they could not obtain 
the king's confenr, to fummon, in his name, but by 

their own authority, a convention of fiates; and to 

bereave their fovereign of this article, the only one which 
remained, of his prerogative. Under colour of pro .. 

viding for national pt!ace, endangered by the neighbour
hood of Engli!h armies, was a convention called Y ; an 
affembly, which, though it meets with lefs folemnity, 

has the fame authority as a parliament, in raifing money 

Y ud of June. x Rulh. vol, vi. P• 406, 
and 
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c H A P,, ;md levying forces. H~milton and his brother the earl 
~~of Laneric, who had been fent into Scotland in order to 

1643. oppofe thefe meafurcs, W:lnted either authority or :lin
cerity; and paffively yielded to the torrent. The gene

ral affcmbly of the church met at the fame time with the 

convention ; and exerci:ling an authority almofi abfolute 
over the whole civil power, made every political con
.fideration yield to their theological zeal and prejudices. 

THE Englifi1 parliament was, at that time, fallen into 
great dillrefs, by the progrefs of the royal arms ; and 
they gladly fent to Edinburgh comm1ffioners, with ample 
powers, to treat of a nearer union and confederacy with 
the Scottifh nation. The perfons employed were the 
earl of Rutland, Sir William Armyne, Sir Henry Vane 

the younger, Thomas Hatcher, and Henry Darley, at
tended by Marfhal and N ye, two clergymen of fignal 
authority z. In this negociation, the man chiefly trufied 

was Vane, who, in eloquence, addrefs, capacity, as 
well as in art and diffimulat1on, was not furpaffed by any 
one, even during that age, fo famous for active talents. 

Solemn By his perfuafion was framed at Edinburgh, that SOLEMN 
league and 
covenant. LEAGUE AND COVENANT; which effaced all former 

proteftations and vows taken in both kingdoms; and 
long maintained its credit and authority. In this cove

nant, the fu bfcribers, befides engaging mutually to defend 
each other againft all opponents, bound themfelves to 

endeavour, without refpccr of perfons, the extirpation of 
popery and prelacy, fuperfiition, herefy, fchifm, and 
profanenefs; to maintain the rights and privileges of par
liaments, together with the king's authOiity; and to 
difcover and bring to j ufiicc all incendiaries and malig
nants a. 

• Whitlocke, P• 73• Rulb. vol. vi. p. 466. Ciarendon, vol. iij, p. 300. 
a Rulh, vol. vi. p. 478. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 373• 



CHARLES I. .541 

THE fubfcribers of the covenant vowed alfo to preferve·c H A P. 

the reformed religion efiablifued in the church of Scot-~ 
land; but by the artifice of Vane no declaration more 1643. 

explicit was made with regard to England and Ireland, 

than that thefe kin ;!:doms fhould be reformed, according 

to the word of God and the example of the purefl: 

churches. The Scottifh ~ealots, when prelacy was abju-

red, deemed this expreffion quite free from ambiguity, and 

regarded their own model as the only one, which corref-
ponded, in any degree, to fuch a defcription: But that 

able politician had other views; and while he employed 

his great talents in over-reaching the pre!byterians, and 
fecretly laughed at their fimplicity, he had blindly devot-

ed himfelf to the maintenance of fyfl:ems, frill more abfurd 

and more dangerous. 

IN the Engliili parliament there remained fome mem

bers, who, though they had been induced, either by pri

vate ambition or by zeal for civil liberty, to concur with 

the majority, frill retained :m attachment to the hierar
chy and to the ancient modes of worr.oip. But in the 

prefent danger, which threatened their caufc, all fcruples 

were laid afide; and the covenant, by whofc means alone 

they could expeB: to obtain fo confiJer· ble a reinforce
ment as the acceffion of the Scottifh nation, was received 

. fi Th 1' 1 r h . Sept. 17 without oppo 1t10n. c par 1ament t lerc,orc, avmg 
firfl: fubfcribed it themfelves, ordered it to be received by 
all who lived under their authority. 

GREAT were the rejoicings among the Scots, that they 

fhould be the happy infiruments of extending their mode 

of religion, and diffipating that profound darknefs, iJl 
which the neighbouring nations were involved. The 

general a£rembly applauded this glorious imitation of the 

p~ety difplayed by their anccfiors, who, they faid, in three 
difFerent applications, during the reign of Elizabeth, 

had endeavoured to engage the Englilh, by perfuafion, 
to 
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c H A P. to lay afide the ufe of the furplice, tippet, and corner.w 
LV l. Th . . h h . h ~cap b. e conventiOn too, m t e e1g t of their zeal, 

1
643· ordered every one to fwear to this covenant, under the 

penalty of confifcation; befide what farther punilhment 
it lhould pkafe the enfuing parliament to infliet on the 
refufers, as enemies to God, to the king, and to the 
kingdom. And being determined, that the fword fhould 
carry conviCtion to all refra8-ory minds, they prepared 
themfelves, with great vigilance and aetivity, for their 
military enterprizes. By means of a hundred thoufand Arming of 

the Scots. pounds, which they received from England ; by the 
hopes of good pay and warm quarters; not to mention 

men's favourable difpofition towards the caufe; they foon 
completed their levies. And having added, to their 
other forces, the troops which they had recalled from 

Ireland, they were ready, about the end of the year, to 
enter England, under the command of their old general, 

the earl of Leven, with an army of above twenty thou .. 
f.!nd men c. 

THE king, forefeeing this tempefr, which was gather

ing upon him, endeavoured to fecure himfelf by every 

expedient; and he cafr his eye towards Ireland, in hopes 
that this kingdom, from which his caufe had already 
received fo much prejudice, might at length contribute 
fomewhat towards his prote8-ion and fecurity. 

AFTER the commencement of the lrilh infurreB:ion, 
State of 
lreland. the Englifh parliament, though they undertook the fup-

prcffion of it, had ever been too much engaged, either 

in military proje8-s or expeditions at home, to take any 
effectual fiep towards finilhing that enterprize. They 
had entered indeed into a contraa with the Scots, for 

fending over an army of ten thoufand men into Ireland; 

and in order to engage that nation in this undertaking, 
betide giving a promife of pay, they agreed to put Caric-

b Ruihworth) vol, vi. P• 388. ~ Clarendon) vol. iii, P• 383. 

fcrgus 
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fergus into their hands, and to invefr their general with C H A P. 

an. authority quite independent of the Englilh govern-~.:._, 
ment. Thefe troops, fo long as they were allowed to 1643. 

remain, were ufeful, by diverting the force of the Irilh 

rebels, and protecting in the north the fmall remnants of 
the Britifh planters. But except this contraB: with the 
Scottilh nation, all the other meafures of the parliament 

either were hitherto abfo1utely infignificant, or tended 

rather to the prejudice of the protefrant caufe in Ireland. 
By continuing their violent perfecution, and frill more 
violent menaces againfi: priefi:s and papifis, they con-
firmed the Irilh catholics in their rebellion, and cut off 

all hopes of indulgence and toleration. By difpofing 

beforehand of all the Irilh forfeitures to fubfcribcrs or 
adventurers, they rendered all men of property defperate, 

and feemcd to threaten a total extirpation of the native! d. 

And while they thus infufed zeal and animofity into the 

enemy, no meafure was purfued, which could tend to [up-

port or encourage the protefiants, now reduced to the laft 

ex tremities. 

So great is the afcendant, which, from a long courfe 
of fucccfles , the Englilh has acquired over the Irilh na

t ion, that though the latter, when they receive military 
difcipline among foreigners, are not furpaffcd by any 
troops, they have never, in their own country, been able 
to make any vigorous effort for the defence or recovery of 
their I ibertics. In many rencountcrs, the Englilh, under 
lord More, Sir William St. Leger, Sir F rederic Hamil
ton, and others, had, though under great difadvantages 
of fituation and numbers, p . .lt the Irifh to rout, and re

turned in triumph to Dublin. The rebels raifed the fiege 
of Tredah, after an obfrinate defence made by the gani-

d A t houfand acres in Ul fie r we re given to e\ ery one th at fubfl'ribed :z. co 

pounds, in Connaught to the fu bfc:ribers of 35o, in I·.~ un !hr f~:r 450, in 

Lein!ler for 6co, 

2 
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c HA P . fon e. Ormond had obtained two complete victories, at 
~ Kilru{h and Rofs; and had brought relief to all the forts, 

1643. which v.rere befiegc:d or blockaded in different parts of the 
kingdom f. But notwithfranding thefc fuccefles, even the 
mofl: common ~ecefTarics of life were wanting to the vic
torious armies. The Iri!h, in their wild rage againfi the 
Britiih plqnters, had laid wafre the whole kingc!om, and 
were themfelves totally unfit, from their habitual floth 
and ignorance, to raife any convenience of human life. 
During the courfe of fix months, no fupplics had come 
from E!1gland; except the fourth part of one fmall veffel's 
lading. Dublin, to fave itfelf from frarving, had been 
obliged to fend the greater part of its inhabitants to Eng
land. The army had little ammunition, fcarcely exceed
ing forty barrels of gun-powder; not even !hoes or cloaths; 
and for want of food the foldiers had been obliged to eat 
their own horfes. And though the difrrefs of the Iriih 
was not much inferior g; befides that they were more 
hardened againfr fuch extremities, it was but a melancholy 

refleB.ion, that the two nations, while they continued 
their furious animofities, lhould make defolate that fertile 

ifland, which might ferve to the fubfifrence and happinefs 
of both. 

THE jufriccs and council of Ireland had been en
gaged chiefly by the intercfr and authority of Ormond, 
to fall into an entire dependence on the king. Parfons; 
rremple, Loftus, and :rYleredith, who favoured the op
pofite party, had been removed ; and Charles· had [up
plied their place by others, better affected to his fervire. 
A committee of the Engli!h houfe of commons, which 
had been fent over to Ireland, in order to conduCt the 
affairs of that kingdom, had been excluded the coun
cil, in obedience to orders tranfmitted from the king h~ 

e Rulhworth, vol. vi. p. so6. fIdem, ibid. p. sa. g Idem, 

ibicl. p. 555• h Idem, ibid. p. 530, Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 167. · 

And 
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And thefe were reafons fufficient, bcfides the great di.ffi- c H A P. 

culties, under which they themfclvcs laboured, why the~ 
par!iament was unwi11ing to fend fupplies to an army, 1643. 

which though engaged in a caufe ~lUch favoured by 

them, was commanded by their declared enemies. They 

even intercepted fome fmall fuccours fent thither by the 

king. 

THE king, as he had neither money, arms, ammu~ 

nition, nor provifions to fpare from his own urgent 

wants, refolved to embrace an expedient, which might 

at once relieve the ncceffitie& of the lri1b proteflants, 

and contribute to the advancement of his affairs in Eng

land. A truce with -the rebels, he thought, would 

enable his fubjects in Ireland to provide for their own 

fu pport, and would procure him the affifiance fJf the 

army againfr the Engliili p,arliament. But as a treaty 

with a people, fo odious for their barbarities, and flill 

. more for their religion, might be reprefcnted in invidious 

colours, and renew all thole calumnies, with which he 
had been loaded ; it was neceffary to proceed with great 

caution in oonduCl:ing that meafure. A remonfirance 

from the army was made to the Irifh council, reprefent

ing their intolerable neceffities, and craving permiffion to 

leave the kingdom: And if that were refufcd, lYe mzifl 
have recourfe, they faid, to that firfi and primary. law, 

witb wbicb Godl has endowed all mm ; we mean tbe law of 
nature, u;hich teaches every creature to preferve itfelf i~ 
Memorials both to the king and parliament were tranf

mitted by the juflices and council, in which their wants 

and dangers are flrongly fet forth k; and though the 

general expreffion~ in thefc memorials might perhaps be 

fufpeeted of exaggeration, yet from the particular f~Cls 
mentioned, from the confeffion of the Englifh parliament 

iRulhw~rth, vol. vi. P• 537• 

VoL. VI. N n 

1t Idem ib:d. p. 538. 

itfe1f; 
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c H A P. itfelf J; and from the very nature of things, it is appa• • 
~rent that the Iri!h proteftants were reduced to great 

1643• extremities m ; and it became prudent in the king, if not 
abfolutely neceffary, to embrace fome expedient, which 
might fecure them, for a time, from t!:e ruin and mifery~ 
with which they were threatened. 

AccoRDINGLY, the king gave orders n to Ormond and 

the juil:ices to conclude, for a year, a ceffation of ~rms 
with the council of Kilkenny, by whom the Irilh were 
governed, and to leave both fides in pofE-ffion of their pre· 
fent advantages. The parliament, whofe bufinefs it wa~ 
tO find fault with every meafure adopted by the oppofite 

party, and who would not lofe fo fair an opportunity of 
reproaching the king with his favour to the lrifh papifis, 

~claimed loudly againil: this cefi"ation. Among other 
reafons, they infifred upon the divine vengeance, which 

England might juftly dread for tolerating antichriftian 
jdolatry, on pretence of ch.il contraB:s and political 
i!greements 0

• Religion, th~ugh every day employed as 
~he engine of their own ambitious purpofes, was fup
pofed too facred to be yielded up to the temporal interefis 
or fafety of kingdoms. . 

AFTER the ceffation, there was little nece$ty, as 
weU as no means of fubfifting the army in Ireland. 

The kiflg ordered Ormond, who was entirely devoted to 
him, to fend over confiderable bodies of it .to England. 
lYiofi: of them continued in his fervice: But a fmall part 
having imbibed in Ireland a fi:rong animofity againft 
~he Catholics, and hearing the king's party unive~-

1 Ru/h, vol. vi. p. 540. m See farther Carte's Ormond, vol. iii, 
• No. II3, 127, u3, 129, 134, 136, 14 1 , I4<f, 149, 158, 159• Allthefe 

papers put it paft doubt, that the neceffities tf the Engli!h army in Ireland 

were extreme. See farther, Ru!R. vol. vi, p. 537• and Dugdale, p. 853, 

~54· n 7th September~ See Ruih, vol. vi. p. 5371 544, 547· 
• Cl Ide~ ibid, f· SH~ 
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falJy reproached with popery, foon after deferted to the c H A P. 
, LVI. 

parliament. '--v---J 

SoME Irilh catholics came over with thefe troops, and 

joined the royal army, where they continued the fame 

cruelties and diforders, to which they had been accuf

tomed P. The parliament voted, that no quarter, in 
any aCtion, lhould ever be given them: But prince 

Rupert, by making fome reprizals, foon "reprdfed this 
inhumanity q. 

P Whitlocke, p. 78, To3, q Rulh.voJ ; yj , p. 68o, ji3. 
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NOTE [A], p.Ig. 

SI R Charles Cornwallis the king's amba!rador at Madrid, 
when prelfed by the duke of Len rta to enter into a league 

with Spain, faid to that minifrer; though his majejfy was an 

abfolute king, and therefore not bound to gi<r.Je an account to any, 

of his allions ; yet that fo gracious and regardful a prince he waJ 

of the lo<r.Je and ctmtentment of his own fuhjells, as I affured myfelf 

be would not think it fit to do any thing of fo great confequence with

.ut acq11..ainting them <r.J.Jith his intentions. Winwood, vol. ii. p • 
.222. Sir W alter Raleigh has this palfage in the preface to 
his Hifrory of the World. Philip II. hy Jlrong band and main 

force, attempted to make himfelfnotonly an abfolute monarch o<r.~er 
the Netherlands, like unto the kings and monarchs of England and 

France, bu~ Cf'urk like, to tread under his feet all their natural a11d 

fundamental laws, pri'Vileges and ancient rights. V.le meet with 
this palfage in Sir John Davis's queftion concerning impofi
tions, p. 161. " Thus we fee by this comparifon, that the 
" king of England cloth lay but his little finger upon his fub
" jefrs, when other princes and ftates do lay their heavy loins 
" upon their people : What is the reafon of this difference? 
" From whence cometh it? alfuredly not from a dilferent 
" power or prerogative: For the king of England is as abfo
u lute a monarch as~ny emperor or king in the world, and 
" hath as many prerogatives, incident to his crown." Coke, 
·in Cawdry's cafe, fays, H That by the ancient laws of this 
" realm, England is an ahfolute empire and monarchy; and 
" that the king is furniihed with plenary and entire power, 
&I prerogative, and jurifdietion, and is fuprerne governor over 

N n 3 ~~ all 
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" all perfons within this realm." Spencer, fpeaking of fom(t 
grants of the Englith kings to the Irilh corporations, fays, 

All w.hich, though at the time of their firft grant they were 
H tolerable, and perhaps reafonable, yet now are moft unrea
H fonable and inconvenient. But all thcfe will eafily be cut 
" ofl~ with the fuperior power of her majefty's prerogative, 

againft which ]ler own grants are not to be pleaded or en
" forced." State of Ireland, p. 1537· edit. 1706. The 
fame author in p. 166o, propofes a plan for the civilization 
of Ireland ; that the queen Jhould create a provoft marfhal in. , 
every county, who might ride about with eight or ten fol
lowers in fearch of ftragglers and vagabonds: The firft time 
he catches any, he may puni!h them more lightly, by the 

dtocks; the feccnd time, by whipping ; but th~ third time, he 
~ay hang them, without trial or procefs, on the firft bough: 
~nd he thinks, that this authority maz more fafel~r be en
trufl:ed to the provofr marlhal than to the fheriff: Becaufe the 
latter magiftratc, having a profit by the efcheats of felons, 
may be tempted to hang innocent perfons. Here a real ab· 
folute, or rather defpotic power is pointed out; and we may 
infer from all thcfe paffages, either that the word a/;Jolute bore 
a different fenfe from what it does at prefent, or that men's 
ineas of the Englifu,- as well as Irifu government were' then 
different. This latter inference feems jufrer. The word, be
ing derived from the French, bore always the fame fenfe as 
in that language. An abfolute monarchy i_n C~arles I.'s an
fwer to the nineteen propofitions is oppofed to a limited; 
and the king of England is acknowledged n~t to be abfolute. 
So much had matters changed even before the civil war . . ~~ 
Sir John Fortefcue's treatife of abfolute and limited mo
narchy, a book written in the reign of Edward the IVth1 

the \Vord ak!olute is taken in the fame fenfe as at pref~nt; 
and the government of ~'ngland is alfo faid not to be abfolute. 
They were the princes of the houfe of Tudor chiefly, who in
troduced that adminiffration, which had the appearance of ab
folute government. The princes before them were reftrained 
by the barons; as th_ofe after them by the houfe of commons. 
The people had, proper! y fpeaking, little liberty in either of 
thefe ancient governments, but I:aft, in the more ancient. 
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NOTE [i3), p. 20. 

V EN this parliament, which fhewed fo mucli fpirit artcl 
good-fenfe in the affair of Goodwin, made a ftrange con

ceffion to the crown, in their fourth feffion. Toby Mathews, 
a member, had been banifhed by order of the council upon 

djrectior. from his majefty. The parliament not only acqui
efced in this arbitrary proceeding, but iifued writs for a new 

election. Such novices were they, as yet, in the principles 
of Liberty! See Journ. 14 Feb. 16og. Mathews was banifhed 
by the king, on account of his change of religion to popery. 
The king had an indulgence to thofe who had been educated 
catholics ; but could not bear the new converts. It was pro
bably the animofity of the commons againl1: the papifts, which 
made them acquiefce in this precedent, without refl Cling on 
the confequences ! The jealoufy of Liberty, though rouzed; 
was not yet thoroughly enlightened. 

NOTE [CJ, p. 23. 
AT that time, men of genius and of enlarged minds had 

adopted the principles of liberty, \\>hich were, as yet, 
pretty much unknown to the generality of the people. Sir 
Matthew Hales has publifhed a remonfl:rance againft the king's 
conduct towards the parliament during this feffion. The re
monftrance is drawn v ith great force of reafonir:g and fpirit of 
liberty ; and was the produel:ion of Sir Francis Bacon and Sir 
Edwin Sandys~ two men of the greateft parts and knowledge 

in England. It is drawn in the name of the commons; but 
as there is no hint of it in the journals, we muft conclude, 
~ither that the auth9.rs, .fenfible that the fl:rain of the piece 
was much beyond the principles of the age, had not ventured 
to prefent it to the houfe, or that it had been, for tqat reafon, 
reje&ed. The dignity and authority of the commons are 
ftrongly infifted upon in this remonffrance ; and it is there 
fai.d, that their fubm · ffion to the ill treatment, which they 
received during the latter part of Elizabeth's reign, had pro
ceeded from their tendernefs towards her age and her fex. 
But the authors are miftaken in thefe fa&: For the houfe re
~ved and fubmitted to as bad treatment in the beginning and 

N n 4 roiddl. 
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middle of that reign. The government was equally arbitrary 
in Mary's reign, in Edward's, in Harry the eighth and fe
venth's. And the farther we go back into hiftory, though 
there might be mere of a certain irregular kind of liberty 
among the barons, the commons were frill oflefs authority. 

NOTE [DJ, p. 27. 
HIS parliament paffed an act of recognition of the 
king's title in the moft ample terms. They recognized 

and acknowledged, that immediately upon the diffolution and 
deceafe of Elizabeth, late queen of England, the imperial 
crown thereof did, by inherent birthright and lawful and un
doubted fucceffion, defcend and come to his moft excellent 
majefty, as being lineally, juftly, and lawfully next and foie 
heir of the blood royal of this realm. I J ames I. cap. I. The 
puritans, though then prevalent, did not think proper to dif
pute this great conftitutional point. In the recognition of 
queen Elizabeth the parliament cieclares, that the queen's 
highnefs is, and in very deed and of mo!l mere rjght ought to 
be, by the laws of God and by the laws and ftatutes of this 
realm, our moft lawful and rightful fovereign, liege lady and 
queen, &c. It appears then, that, if king James's iJi.vint 
right be ,not mentioned by parliament, the omiffion came 
merely from chance, and becaufe that phrafe did not occur 
to the compiler of the recognition; his title being plainly the 
fame with that of his predeceffor, who was allowed to have a 
di7Ji7te right. 

N 0 T E [E ], p. 36. 
0 ME hiftorians have imagined, that the king had fecr-et 
intelligence of the confpiracy, and that the letter to 

Monteagle was writte~ by his direCl:ion, in order to obtain 
the praife of penetration in difcovering the plot. But the 

. known fatl:s refute this fuppofition. That letter, being com
monly talked of, might naturally have given an alarm to the 

· confpirators, and ma~e them contrive their efcape. The viiit 
of the lord chamberlain ought to have had the fame elfett. 
In fhort, it appears, that no body was arrefted or enquired 
~fter, for fome days, till Fawk~ di[covered the names of the 

confpirators. 
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confpirators. We may infer, however, from a letter in Win
wood's Memori1ls, vol. ii. p. 171. that Salifbury's fagacity 
led the king in his conjectures, and that the minifter, like 
an artful cou;tier, gave his mafi:er the praife of the whole 
difcovcry. 

N 0 T E [F ], p. 52. 
WE find the king's anfwer in Ylinwood's Memorials, 

vol. iii. p. 193· :::d edit. " To the third and fourth 
" (namely, that it might be lawful to arreft the king's fer

" vants without leave, and that no man .fhould be inforced to 
" lend money, nor to give a reafon why he would not) his 
u majefty fent us an anfwer, that becaufe we brought prece
H dents of antiquity to ftrengthen thofe demands, he allowed 
" not of any precedents drawn from the time of ufurping or 
" decaying princes, or people too bold and wanton; that he 
" defired not to govern in that commonwealth, where fubjeCl:s 

.fhould be affured of all things, and hope for nothing. It 
" was one thing fuhmittere principatum lcgihus ; and another 
" thing Juhmittere principatum Juhditis. That he would not 

leave to pofterity fuch a mark of weaknefs upon his reign; 
" and therefore his concluiio~ was, 11011 placet petitio, 11011 

" placet exemplum: Yet with this mitigation, that in matters 
" of loans he would refufe no reafonable excufe, nor fhould 
" my lord chamberlain deny the arrefting of any of his ma
" jelly's fervants, if juft caufe was fhown." The parliament, 
however, acknowledged at this time with thankfulnefs to the 
king, that he allowed difputes and inquiries about his prero
gative, much beyond what had been indulged by any, of his 
predeceffors. Parliament. Hijl. vol. v. p. 230. This very 
feffions, he exprefsly gave them leave to produce all their 
grievances, without exception. 

NOTE [G], p. 56. 

I T may not be unworthy of obfervation, that J ames, in a 
book called 'ihe true Laws ojfree Monarchits, which he 

publi.fhed a little before his accefiion to the crown of England, 
affirmed, " That a good king, although he be above the 
" law, will fubjeCl: and frame his actions thereto, for exam
" pie's fake to his fubjeCl:s, and of hi own-free will, but not 
" as f\lbjeet or ooun4 thereto." lJ\ another pa!fage, H Ac· 

" <:ordinl 
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H cording to the fundamental la\\r already alleged, we daily 
fee, that in the parliamert (w~ich is nothing elfe but the 

" head-court of the king a1d his vafials) the laws are but 
" craved by his [ubjetl:s, ana only made by him at their roga
H tion, and with their adr.ice. For albeit the king make 
cc daily ftatutes and ordinan:es, enjoining fuch pains thereto 
" as he thinks meet, withmt any advice of parliament or 
lf efl:ates; yet it lies in the )Ower of no parliament to make 
" any kind of law or ftatute, without his fceptre be to it, for 
" giving it the force of a la.v." Ki11g James's Works, p. 202. 

It is not to be fuppofed, thatJ at fuch a critical juncture, James 
had fo little fenfe as, direB:lJ, in fo material a point, to liave 
openly !hocked what were the univerfal eftablifhed princi
ples of that age : On the c01trary, we are told by hiftorians, 
_that nothing tended more tfj facilitate his acceffion, than the 
good opinion entertained of him by the Engliih, on account 
of his learned and judicious writings. The quefrion; how
ever, with regard to the royal power was, at this time, become 
a very dangerous point; ani without employing ambiguous, 
in:(ignificant terms, which determined nothing, it was impof
fible to pleafe both king ani parliament. Dr. Cowell, who 
had magnified the prerogative in words too intelligible, fell 
this feilion under the indigt;:ltion of the commons. Parlia
ment. Hift. vol. v. p. 221. The king himfelf, after all his 
magnificent boafts, was obliged to make his efcape through a 
dill:inction, which he framec between a king in abjh·aflo and 
a king in co1zcreto: An abftna king, he faid, had all power; 
but a concrete king was bcund to obferve the laws of the 
country, which he governec. King James's Wptfu, p. 533· 
But, how bound? By confcimce only? Or might his fubjetb 
refift him and defend their rrivileges? This he thought not 
fit to explain. And fo dincult is it to explain that point, 
that, to this day, whatever liberties may be ufed by private 
enquirers, the laws have, very pn1dently, thought proper to 
maintain a total filence with regard to it. 

N 0 TE [HJ, p. 73· 
A R L. H ST. vol. '· p. 290. So little £xed at this 
~ime were the rules c:i parliament, that the commons 

complained ta the peers of a fpeech made in the upper ~oufe 
b) 
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by the biiliop of Lincoln ; w1ich it belonged only to that 
houfe to cc Cure, and which t~ other coullt not regularly be 
fuppo~ to :..e acqt ; inted with T hefe at leaft are the rules 
eftablifl1ed iince the p~rliamen: became a real feat of power, 
and fcenc of bufinefs. 1 ~ eith(r the king m uft take notice of 
what pafies in either houfe, nor either houfe of what pa!fes in 
the other, ti 1 regularly infouned of it. The commons, in 
their famous proteftation I 6z I fixed this rule with regard to 
the king, though at prefent t1ey would not bind themfelves 
by it. But as liberty was ytt new, thofe maxims, which 

guard and regulate it, were urknown and unpraa.ifed. 

N 0 T E [l], p. 98. 

S 0 M E of the facts in this narrative, which fcem to con:. 
demn Raleigh, are taken from the king's declaration. 

which being publillied by atthority, when the facts were 
recent, being extraCted from !xaminations before the privy 
council, and fubfcribed by fix Jrivy counfellors, among whom 
was Abbot archbifhop of Cant1.rbury, a prelate no-wife com
plaifant to the court, muft bealow-ed to have great weight, or 
rather to be of undoubted credi:. Yet the moft material faCJ;s 
are confirmed either by the nattre and reafon of the thing, or 
by Sir Waiter's own apology and his letters. The king's 
declaration is in the Harleyanmifcellan y, Vol. 3. No. z. 

1. THE RE feems to be an imJrobability, that the Spaniards, 
who knew nothing of Raleigh'; pretended mine, fhould have 
built a town, in fo wide a ccaft, within three miles of it. 
The chances are extremely aganft fuch a fuppofition : And it 
is more natural to think, th:t the view of plundering the 
town led him thither, than thLt of working a mine. 2. No 
fuch mine is there found to ·his day. 3· Raleigh in faCt 
found no mine, and in faB: he Jlundered and burned a Spanifh 
town. Is it not more probabl<, therefore, that the latter was 

his intention? How can the focrets of his breaft be rendered 

. fo vifible as to counterpoife ccrtain faets? 4· He confe!fes, 

in his letter to lord Carew, th:t, though he knew it, yet he 
concealed 
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concealed from the king the fettlement of the Spaniards ort 
that coail:. Does not this fact alone render him , fufficiently 
criminal ? 5. H.is commiilion impowers him only to fettle on 
a coafr poile.ffed by favage and barbarous inha.bitants. Was it 
not the moit evident breach of orders to difembark on a coaft 
pofl~.ffecl by Spaniards ? 6. His orders to Keymis, when he 
fent him up the river, are contained in his own apology, and 
from them it appears, that he knew (what was unm'oidable) 
that the Spaniards would refiil:, and would oppofe the Englifh 
landing and taking poileffion of the country. His intentions, 
therefore were hoH:ile from the beginning. 7. Without pro
vocation, and even when at a diftance, he gave Keymis orders 
to di11odge the Spaniards from their own town. Could any 
enterprize be more hoftile? And con:fidering the Spaniards 
as all ies to the ,nation, could any en terprize be more crimina!? 
Was he not the aggreilor, even though it fhould be true that 
the Spaniards fired upon his men at landing? It is faid, he 
killed three or four hundred of them. I's that fo light a mat
ter? 8. In his letter to the king, and in his apology, he 
grounds his defence on former hoftilities exercifed by the 
Spaniards agai:1ft other companies ofEnglifhmen. Thefe are 
accounted for by the ambiguity of the treaty between the 
nations. And it is plain, that though thefe might poffibly be 
reafons for the king's declaring war againil: that nation, they 
could never intitle Raleibh to declare war, and~ without any 
commiffion, or contrary to his commiffion, to invade the 
~panifh fettlements. He pretends indeed that peace was 
never made with Spain in the Indies: A moftabfurd notion L 
The chief hurt which the Spaniards could receive from Eng·
land was in the Indies ; and they never would have made 
peace at all, if hoi1ilities had been ftill to be continued on 
thefe fetrlements. By f(!cret agreement, the Englifh were ftill 
allowed to fupport the Dutch even after the treaty of peace. 
If they had alfo been allow.::d to invade the Spanifh f~ttle
ments, the treaty had been a full peace to England~ while the 
Spaniards were il:ill expofed to the full effects of war. 9· If 
the claim to the property of that country, as firfr difcoverers, 
v. a.s good, in oppo:fition to prefcnt fettlement, as Raleigh · 

pretends; 
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pretends ; why was it not laid before the king with all its cir
cumfl:ances~ and fubmitted to his judgment r Io. Ralcigh's 
'force is acknowledged by himfelf to have been infufficient to 
fupport him in the poifeffion of St. Thomas againfr the power 
of which Spain was mafter on that coaft; yet it was fufficient, 
as he owns, to take by fm·prize and plunder t\\ enty towns. Tt 
was not therefore his defign to fettle, but to plunder. By 
thefe confeffions. which I have here brought together, lte 
plainly betrays himfc]f. 1 1. Why did he not ftay and wotk 
his mine, as at firft he prcjeB:ed? He apprehended that the 
Spaniards would be upon him with a greater force. But before 
he left England, he knew that this muft be the cafe, if he 
invaded any part of the Spanifh colonies. His intention 
therefore never was to fettle, but only to plunJer. I 2'. He 
acknowledges that he knew neither the depth nor riches of the 
mine, but only that there was fome ore there. \Vould he 
have ventured all his fortune and credit on fo precarious a 
foundation ? I 3. Would the other adventurers, if made ac
quainted with this, have rifqued every thing to attend him r 
Ought a fleet to have been equipped for an experiment? 
Was there not plainly an im pofiure in the management cf this 
affair? I4· He fays to Keym1s, in his orders~ Bring but a 
bafket-full of ore, and it will fatisfy the king, that my pro
jeB: was not imaginary. This was eafily done from the 
Spani!h mines; and he feems to have been chicR; difpleafed 

at Keymis for not attempting it. Such a view was a premedi
tated apology to cover his cheat. I 5. The king in his decla
ration imputes it to Raleigh, that as foon as he was at fea, 
he immediately fell into fuch uncertain and doubtful talk of 
his mine, and faid, that it would be fufficient if he brought 
home a bafket-full of ore. From the circumftance !aft-men
tioned, it appears that this imputation was not without 
reafon. 16. There are many other circumftances of great 
weight in the king's declaration ; that Raleigh, when he fell 
down to Plymouth, took no pioneers with him, which he 
always declared to be his intention ; that he was no-wife pro
vided with inftruments for working a mine, but had a fuffici
ent ftock of warlike ftores ; that young Raleigh, in attacking 
~he Spaniards, emrloyed the words, which, in the narration, 

I have 

557 
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1 have put in his mouth; that the mine was moveable, and 
ihifted as he faw convenient: Not to mention many other 
public faCls which prove him to have been highly crin.inal 
againft his companions as well as his country. Howel in his 
letters fays, that there lived in London, in 1645, an officer, 
a man of honour, who aflcr.ted, that he heard young Raleigh 
fpeak thefe words, vol. ii. letter 63. That vas a time when 
there was no intereft in maintaining fuch ~ faft. 17. Raleigh's 
accour.t of his firfr voyage to Gui?.IJ.a proves him to have been 
a man capable of tl1e moft extravagant credulity or moft im
pudent impofture. So ridiculous are the fl:ories which he tells 
of the Inca's -Chimerical empire in the midft of Guiana; the 
rich city of El Dorado, or Manao, two days journey in length, 
and fhi,l'ling with gold and .filver; the old Peruvian prophecies 
in favour of the Engli!h, who, he fays, were exprefly nan1ed 
as the deliverers of that country, lonb before any European 
1iad ever touched there; the Amazons or republic of women; 
and in general, the vaft and incredible ricHes which he faw on 
that continent, \vhere nobody has yet found any treafures. 
This whole narrative is a proof that he was extremely defec
tive either in folid underftanding, or morals, or both. No 
man's charatler indeed feems ever to have been carried to fuch 
extremes as Raleigh's, by the oppofite paffions of envy and 
pity. In the former part of his life, when he was atlive and 
lived 'in the world, and-was probably beft known, he was the 
objeCt of univerfal hatred and deteilation throughout Eng
land; in L\e latter part, when fuut up in prifon, he became, 
much more unreafonably, the objeCl of great love and admi
ration. 

As to the circumftances of the narrative, that Raleigi1's. 
pardon was refufed him, that his former fentence was pur
pofely kept in force againft him, and that he went out under 
thefe exprefs conditions, they may be fupported by the fol
lowing authorities. 1. The king's word and that of fix 
privy-counfellors, who affirm it for faCl. 2. The nature of 
the thing. If no fufpicion had been entertained ofhis inten
tions, a pardon would never have been refufcd to a man, to 
whom authority was entrufted. 3· The words of the com
miffion itfelf~ . where l1e is fimply fuied 'Sir Waiter Raleigh .. 

and 
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~nd not faithful and well beloved, according to the ufual and · 
never-failing ftile on·' fuch occa.fions. 4· In all the letters 
which he wrote home to Sir Ralph Winwood and to his own 
wife, he always confiders himfelf as a perfon unpardoned and 
liable to the law. He feems indeed, immediately upon the 
failure of his enterprize, to have become defperate, and to 
have expected the fate which he met with. 

IT is. pretended, that the king gave intelligence to the 
Spaniards of Raleigh's project; as if he had needed to lay a 
plot for deftroying a man, whofe life had been fourteen years, 
and ftill was, in his power. The Spaniards wanted no other 
intelligence to be on their guard, than the known and public 
fact of Raleigh's armament. And there was no reafon ~hy 
the king fuould conceal from them the project of a fettlement, 
which Raleigh pretended, and the king believed, to be en
tirely innocent. 

THE king's chief bl:tme feems to have lain in his negli
gence, in allowing Raleigh to depart without a more exact 
fcrutiny: But for this he apologizes, by f.'lying, that fureties 
were required for the good behaviour of Raleigh and all his 
affociates in the enterprizc, but that they gave in bonds for 
each other: A cheat which was not perceived till they had 
failed, and which encreafed the fufpic~on of bad intentions. 

PERHAPS the king ought alfo to have granted Raleigh a 
pardon for his old treafon, and to have tried him anew for his 
new offences. His punifument in that cafe would not only 
have been juft, but conduCted in a juft and unexceptionable 
manner. But we are told that a ridiculous opinion at that 
time prevailed in the nation (and it is plainly fuppofed by Sir 
Waiter in his apology) that, by treaty, war was allowed with 
the Spaniards in the Indies, though peace was made in 
Europe : And while that notion took place, no jury would 
have found Raleigh guilty. So that had not the king puniilied 
him upon the old fentence, the Spaniards would have had a 
juft caufe of complaint againft the king, fuffici~nt to have . 
produced a war, at leaft to have deftroyed all cordiality 

etween the ~ations. 
Tau 
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• THIS exp1icztion I thought neceifary, in order to clear up 
the ftory of Raleigh; which, though very ob\'ious, is gene
rally miftaken in fo grofs a manner, that I fcarcely know its 
parallel in the Englifh hiftory. 

·NOTE [K], P· I06. 

THIS parliament is remarkable for being the epoch, in 
which were firft regul<irly formed, though without ac

quiring thefe denominations, the parties of court and coun
try ; parties, which hc:.ve ever fince continued, and which, 
while they oft threaten the total diffo1:ttion cf the government, 
are the real caufes of its perr.1:ment life and vigour. In the 
ancient feudal conftitution, of which the Engli1h partook 
with other European na~'ons, there was a mixture, not of 
authority and liberty, which we have fince enjoyed in this 

ifland, and which now fubfifl: uniformly together; but of 

authority and anarchy, which perpetually £hocked with each 
other, and which took place alternately, according as circum
fiances were more 0. , - fs favourable to either of them. A 

parliament compofed of barbarians, fumrnoned from their 
.fields and forefts, uninftrueted by fl:udy, converfation, or tra
vel ; ignorant of their own laws and hiftory, and unacquainted 
with the fituation of all foreign nations ; a parliament called 
precarioufly by the king, and diffolved at his pleafure; fit
ting a few days, debating a few points prepared for them, 
and whofe members were impatient to return to their own 
caftles, where alone they were great, and to the chace, which 
was their favourite arnufement: Such a parliament was very 

little fitted to enter into a difcuffion of all the queftions of 

government, and to fuare, in a regular manner, the legal 

adminiftration. The name, the authority of the king alone 
appeared, in the common courfe of government ; in extraor
dinary emergencies, he affumed, with ftill better reafon, the 
-foie direCtion ; the imperfeCt and unformed laws left, in every 
thing, a latitude of interpretation ; and when the ends, pur-: 

fued by the monarch, were, in general, agreeable to his fub
j~Cls, little fcruple or jealoufy was entertained with regard 

t~ the regularity of the means. During the reign of an able, 
fortunate} 
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fortunate, or popular prince, no member of either houfe, 
much lefs of the lower, duril: think of entering into a formed 
party, in oppofition to the court; fince the diffolution of the 
parliament, muil:, in a few days, leave him unprotected, to 
the vengeance of hi~ fovereign, and to thofe il:retches of pre
rogative, which were then fo eafily made, in order to puniih. 
an obnoxious fubjeCl:. During an unpopular and weak reign, 
the current commonly ran fo i1:rong againil: the monarch, that 
none durft inliil: themfelves in the court-party; or if the 
prince was able to engage any confiderable barons on his fide, 
the q ucftion was decided with arms in the field, not by 
debates or arguments L1 a fenate or affembly. And upon the 
whole, the chief circumftance, which, during ancient times, 
retained the prince in any legal form of adminiil:ration,. was, 
that the [word, by the nature of the feudal tenures, remained 
ftill in the hands of his fubjecrs; and this irregular and dan
gerous check had much more influence that the regular and 
methodical limits of the laws and conftitution. As the nation 
could not be compell~d, it was neceffary that every public 
m6afure of confequence, particularly that of levying new 
taxes, fh~uld feem to be adopted by ccmmon confent and 
approbation. 

THE princes of the houfe of Tudor, partly py the vigour 
of their adminifl:ration, partly by the concurrence of favour
able circumil:ancc.s, had hecn able to eftablifh a more regular 
fyil:em of government; but they drew the conilitution fo near 
to defpotifm, as diminifhed extremely the authority of the 
parliament. The fenate became, in a gr~at derrree, the 
organ of royal will and plcafure : Oppofition would have 
been regarded as a fpecies of rebellion : And C\'en religion, 
the moft dangerous article in which innovations could be 
introduced, had admitted, in the ccurfc of a few years, four 
feveral alterations, from the authority alone of the fovereign. 
The parliament was not then the road to hcnour and prefer
ment: The talents of popular intrig:1e an·l eloquence were 
uncultivated and unknown : And though that affcmbly frill 
prcferved authority, and retained the privileg of making laws 
and beftowing public money, the m~~nbers acquired not, 
upon that account, ~ither with prince or people, much mo e 

Vot. VI. 0 o weight 
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weight and confideration. What powers were neceffary for 
conducting the machine of government, the king was accuf
tomed, of himfelf, to alfume. His own revenues fupplied 
him with money fufficient for his ordinary expences. And 
when extraordinary emergencies occurred, the prince needed 
not to folicit votes in parliament, either for making laws or 
impofing taxes, both of which were now become reqnifite for 
public in.tereft and prefervation. 

THE fecurity of individuals, fo neceffary to the liberty of 
popular councils, was totally unknown in that age. And as 
no defpotic princes, fcarcely even the eaftern tyrants, rule 
entirely without the concurrence of fome affemblies, which 
fupply both advice and authority; little, but a mercenary 
force, feems then to have been wanting towards the eftablifh
ment of a fimple monarchy in England. The militia, though 
more favourable to regal authority, than the feudal inftitu~ons, 
was much inferior, in this refpetl:, to difciplined armiec; ; 
and if it did not preferve liberty to the people, it preferved, 
at leaft, the power> if ever the inclination ihould arife, of 
recovering it. 

BuT fo low, at that time, ran the inclination towards 
liberty, that Elizabeth, the laft of that arbitrary line, her· 
felf no lefs arbitrary, was yet the m oft renowned and mofl: 

, popular of all the fovereigns, that had filled the throne of 
England. It was natural for J ames to take the government 
as he found it, and to purfue her meafures, which he heard 
fo much applauded; nor did his penetration extend fo far as 
to difcover, that neither his circumftances nor his charaCter 
could fupport fo extenfive an authority. His narrow revenues 
and little frugality began now to render him dependent on his 
people, even in the ordinary courfe of adminiftration : Their 
encreafing knowledge difcovered to them that advantage, which 
they had obtained ; and made them fenfible of the ineftimable 
value of civil liberty. And as he pofieffed too little dignity 
to command refpeCl:, and too much good-nature to imprefs 
fear, a new fpirit difcovered itfelf every day in the parlia
ment ; and a party, :vatchful of a free conftitution, was re
gularly formed in the houfe of commons. 
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BuT notwithH:anding thefe advantages acquired to liberty, 
fo extenfive was royal authority, and fo firmly efia.blilhed in 
all its parts, that it is probable the patriots of that age would 
have defpaired of ever refifting it, had they not been ftimu
lated by religious motives, which in1pire a courage unfur
mountable by any human obftacle. 

THE· fame alliance, which has ever prevailed between 
kingly power and ecclefiaftical authority, was now fully efta
blifhed in England; and while the prince affiftcd the clergy in 
fuppreffing fchifmatics and innovators, the clergy, in return, 
inculcated the doB:rine of an unreferved fubmiffion and obe
dience to the civil magiftrate. The genius of the chJJrch of 
England, fo kindly to monarchy, forw~rded the confederacy ; 
its fubmiffion to epifcopal jurifdiB:ion; its attachment to cere
monies, to order, and to a decent pomp and fplendor of wor
fhip ; and in a word, its affinity to the tame fuperfiition of the 
Catholics, rather than to the wild fanaticifm of the puritans. 

ON the other hand, oppofition to the church, and the per
fecutions under which they laboured, were fu.fficient to throw 
the puritans into the country party, and to beget political 
principles little favourable to the high pretenfions of the fove
reigr•. The fpirit too of cnthufiafm; bold, daring, and un. 
controuled; ftrongly difpofed their minds to adopt republican 
tenets ; and inclined them to arrogate, in their aB:ions and 
conduCt, the fame liberty, which they affumed, in their rap
turous Rights and edb.fies. Ever fince the fidl: origin of that 
feel:, through the whole reign of Elizabeth as well as of James, 
puritaltical principles had been underftood in a double fcnfe, 
and expreffed the opinions favourable both to political and to 
ecclefiaJlicalliberty. And as the court, in order to difcredit 
all parliamentary oppolition, affixed the denop1ination of 
puritans to its antagoniib ; the religious puritans willingly 
adopted this idea, which wa.s fo advantageous to them, and 
which confounded their caufc wit.h that of the patriots or 
country party. Thus were the civil and ecclefiaftical factions 
~egularly formed ; and the humour of the nation, dOring that 
age, running ftrongly towards fanatical extravagancies, the 
fpirit of c\·illiberty gradualiy revived from its lethargy, and 

- 0 0 z by 
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by means of its religious afiociate, from which it reaped more 
advantage than honour, it fecretly enlarged its dominion over 
the greater part of the kingdom. 

Cfhis Note was in the jirjl editions a part of the text ; but the 

author omitted it, in order to a'Void, as much as pojjible, 

the Jlyle of di.ffertatirm in the body of his hijlory.. Cfhe pa.!Jage 
horwe'Ver, contains 'Views fo importmlf, that, he thought it might 
be admitted as a note. 

NOTE [L], p. 116. 

T HIS proteftation is fo remarkable, that it may not be 
improper to give it in its own words. " The corn

" mons now affembledin parliament, being juftly occafioned 
" thereunto, concerning fundry liberties, franchifes, and pri~ 

- " vileges, of parliament, amongft others here mentioned, do 
" make this proteftation following ; That the liberties, fra.n- • 
H chifes, and jurifdittions of parliament are the ancient and 
" undoubted birth right and inheritance of the fubjetl:s of 
" England; and that the urgent and arduous affairs concern-
" ing the king, ftate, and defence of the realm and of the 
" church of England ; and the maintenance and making of 
" laws, and redrefs of mifchiefs and grievances, which daily 
" happen within this realm, are pToper fubjeB:s and matter of 
" council and debate in parliament; and that in the handling 
" and proceeding of thofe bufineffes, every member of the 
" houfe of parliament hath, and, of right, ought to have, 
" freedom of fpeech to propound, treat, reafon, and bring 
u to conclufion the fame; and that the commons in parlia-
" ment have like liberty and freedom to treat of thefe mat-
" ters, in fuch order as in their judgment lhall feem fitteft, 
H and that every m em her of the faid houfe hath like freedom 
" from all impeachment, imprifonmcnt, and moleftation 
cc (other than b7 c ~nfnre of the houfe itfelf) for or concerning 
" any fpcaking, reafoning, or declaring of any matter or 
" matt rs touching the parliament or parhamem-bufinefs. 
" And that if any: of the faid members be complained of and 
" queftioned for any thing done or faid in parliament, the 

H fame 
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11
' fame is to be lhown to the king by the advice and aff"ent of 

H all the commons affembled in parliament, before the king 
H give credence to any private information." Franklyn, 

P· 65. Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 53· Kennet, p. 74-7 • 
. Cok:e, P· 77· 

N 0 T E [M], p. 141. 

THE moment the prince embarked at St. Andero's, he 
faid, to thofe about him, that it was folly in the Spani• 

a.rds to ufe him fo ill, and allow him to depart: A proof that 

the duke had made him believe they were infincere in the 
affair of the marriage and the Palatinate: For, as to his re-

ception, in other refpech, it had been altogether unexcep
tionable. Befides, had not the prince believed the Spaniards 

to be in::fincere, he had no reafon to quarrel with them, though 
Buckingham had. It appears, therefore, that Charles him
felf muft have been deceived. The multiplied delays of t.lle 
difpenfation, though they arofe from accident, afforded Buck
ingham a plaufible pretext for charging the Spaniards with 
infinceri t}'. 

NOTE [N], p. 143• 

A M ONG other particulars, he mentions a fum of So,ooo 
pounds borrowed from the king of Denmark. In a for

-mer fpeech to the parliament, he told them, that he had c·~
pended soo,ooo pounds in the caufe of the Palatine, be!ides 
the voluntary contribution given him by the people. See 
Franklyn, p. 50. But what is more extraordinary, the trea
furer, in order to fuow his own good fervices, boafts to tlie 
parliament, that by his contrivance, 6o,ooo pounds had been 

faved in the article of exchange in the fums remitted to the 
Palatine. This feems a great fum, nor is it eafy to conceive 
whence the king could procure fuch vaft fums as would require 
a fum fo con:fiderable to be paid in exchange. From the 
whole, however, it appears, that the king had been far from 

0 o ~ negletting 



NOTES TO THE SIXTH VOLUME. 

negleB:ing the interefts of his daughter and fan-in-law, and 
had even gone far beyond what his narrow revenue could 
afford. 

NOTE [0], p. 144. 

· OW little this principle had prevailed, during any for-
mer period of the Englifh government, particularly 

during the Iafl: reign, which was certainly not fo perfect a mo
del of liberty as moft writers would reprefent h, will eafily 
appear from many paifages in the hiR:ory of that reign. But 
the ideas of I?en were much changed, during about twenty 
years of a gentle and peaceful adminiftration. The commons, 
though J ames, of himfelf, had recalled all patents of mono
polies, '-\'ere not contented without a law againft them, and a 
declaratory law too ; which was gaining a great point, and 

,cll:ablifhing princ"pl~s very favourable to lib"rty: But they 
were extremely grateful, when Eliz:1.beth, upon petition (after 
having once refufed tl{eir requeits) rcc::t.lled" a few of the mofi: 
opprefflve patents ; ana cmplo)·ed foqle foothing expreffions 
~towards them. 

THE p1rliament li d furely rcafon, when they confciled, in 
the feventh of Jamcs, that he allowed them more freedom of 
de .ltc, than ever was indulged by any qf his predeceflors. 
His indulgence in this particular, joinrd to his eafy temper, 

,was prcbably one caufe of the great power afiumed by the 

commons. Monfi.eur de la Bodcrie, in his t~ifp:ltchcs, vu!. i. 
P: 449• mentions the libertr of fpeech in the honfe of com
mons as a new pra~ice. 

N 0 T E (PJ, p. ISO • 
. " R Y lVI ER, tom. xviii. p. zz4. 'Tis certain that the 

young prince of \Vales, afterward:; Charles II. had pro
te.fl:ant governors from his earJy infancy; firft the earl ofNew
cail:le, then the Marquis of Hertford. The king, in his me

.morial to foreign churches after the commencement of the 

civil wars, infi.fts on his care in educating his children in th.e 

11rotefrant religion, as a proof that he was no-wife inclined to 

the 
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the catholic. Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 7 r;z. It can fcarcely, 
therefore, be queftioned, but this article, which has fo odd 
an appearance, was inferted only to amufe the pope, and was 
never intended by either party to be executed. 

N 0 T E [QJ, p 16r. 

"M 0 N ARCH .I E S," according to Sir Waiter Ra-
leigh, " are of two for.s touching their power or 

H authority, <viz. I. Entire, where the whole pov.:er of or
" dering all ftate matters, b h in peace and war, cloth, by 
u law and cuftom, appertain to the prince, as in the Englifu 
H kingdom; where the prince hat!l the power to make laws, 

" league and war ; to create magilhates ; to pardon lif~; of 
" appeal, E.:f c. Though, .o give a contentment to the other 

degrees, they have a fufFrage in making laws, yet ever fub

t;( jeB: to the prince's pleafure and negative will. ~z. Limited 
" or reftrained, that hath no full power in all the points and 

" matters of ftate, as the military king that hath not the 
" f~vereignty in time of peace, as the making of laws, C5 c. 

'' But in war only, as the Polonian king. Maxims of State." 

And a little after, "In every juft ftate, fome part of the 

" government is, or ought to be, imparted to the people, as 
" in a kingdom, a voice and fuffrage in making laws ; and 

" fometimes alfo of levying of arms (if the charge be great, 
" and the prince forced to borrow help of his fubjeB:s) the 
" matter rightly may be propounded to a parliament, that 
" the tax may Jeem to have proceeded from themfelves. So 
H confultations and fome proceedings in judicial matters may, 

" in part, be referred to them. The reafon, left, feeing 
" themfelves to be in no number nor of reckoning, they mif

" like the ftate or government." This way of reafoning dif

fers little from that of king J ames, who confidered the privi
leges of the parliament as matters of grace and indulgence, 

more than of inheritance. It is remarkable that Raleigh was 
tho~ht to lean towards the puritanical party, notwithftanding 
thefe poittions. But ideas of government change much in 

different times. 
RALEIGH's fentiments on this head are frill more openly 

expreffed, in his Prerogati<ve of parliammts, a work not ~ub-
0 o 4 hihed 
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lifhed till after his death. It is a dialogue between a courtier 
or counfellor and a country juftice of peace, who reprefents 
the patriot party, and defends the higheft notions of liberty, 
which the principles of that age would bear. Here is a paf
fage of it: " Cormfellor. That which is done by the king, 
u \Vith the advice of his private or privy council, is done by 
" the king's abfolute power. Jujlice. And by whofe power 
" is it done in parliament but by the king's abfolute power? 
u Miftake it not, my lord: The three eftates do but advife as 
u the privy council cloth; which advice, if the king embrace, 
~' ir becomes the king's own act. in the one, and the king's 
H law in the other, <:!c." 

THE earl of Clare, in a private letter to his fon-in-law Sir 
Thomas Wentworth, afterwards earl of Strafford, thus ex
prelfes himfelf, u \Ve live under a prerogative government, 
u where book law fubmits to lex loquens." He fpoke from hia 
own, and all his anceftors' experience. There was no fingle 
inftance of power, which a king of England might not, at 
that time, exert, on pretence of neceffity or expediency: The 
continuance alone or frequent repetition of arbitrary admini
ftration might prove dangerous, for want of force to fupport 
it. It is remarkable that this letter of the earl of Clare was 
written in the firftyear of Charles's reign; and confequentlymuft 
be meant of the general genius of the government, not the 
fpirit or temper of the monarch. See Strafford's letters, vol. i. 
p. 32. From another letter in the fame collection, vol. i. 
p. 10. it appears that the council fomctimes affumed the power 
of forbidding perfons difagrceable to the court, to ftand in 
the eleCtions. This authority they could exert in fome in"' 
fiances ; but we are not thence to infer, th:lt they could fuut 
the do~r of that houfe to every one who was not acceptable to 
them. The genius of the ancient government repofed more 
truft in the king, than to entertain any fuch fufpicion, and 
it allowed fcattered inHances, of fuch a kind as would have 
been totally deftructiYe of the conf.:ituti n, had they been con .. 
~inued with<,ut interruption. 

I HAVE not met with any EngEfh \Vrrter in tliat age, who 
!peaks of England as a limited monarchy, but as an abfolute 
one, where the people have many privilege~. That is no con
tradiCtion. In all European monarchi~s, the people have pri-

\'ileges ; 
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vileges; but whether dependant or independant on the will 
of the monarch, is a queftion, that, in moft governments, it 
is better to forbear. Surely that queftion was not determined, 
before the age of J ames. The rifing fpirit of the parliament, 
together with that king's love of general, fpeculative princi
ples, brought it from its obfcurity, and made it be commonly 
canvaffed. The ftrongeft teftimony, that I remember from. a 
writer of James's age, in favour ofEnglifh liberty, is in cardinal 
Bentivoglio, a foreigner, who mentions the Englifh govern
ment as fimilar to that of the low-country provinces under their 

princes, rather than to that of France or Spain. Englifhmen 
were not fo fenfible that their prince was limited, becaufe 
they were fenfible, that no individual had any fecurity' 
againft a ftretch of prerogative: But foreigners, oy compari
fon, could perceive, that thefe ftretches were, at that time, 
from cuftom or other caufes, lefs frequent in England than in 
other monarchies. Philip de Comines too remarked the Eng
lifh conftitution to be more popular, in his time, than that o( 
France. But in a paper written by a patriot in"' x6z7, it is 
remarked that the freedom of fpeech in parliament had bee11 
loft in England, fince the days of €omines. See Franklyn~ 
p. 238. Here is a ftanza of Malherbe's Ode to Mary de 
Medicis, the queen-regent, written in 1614 •. 

Entre les rois a qui. cet age 
Doit fon principal ornement, 
Ceux de la Tamife et du Tage 
Font louer leur gouvernement : 

·Mais en de fi calmes provinces, 

Ou le peuple adore les princes, 
Et met au gre le plus haut 
i..'honneur du fceptre legitime, 
Scauroit-on excufer le crime 
De ne regner pas comme il faut, 

~he Englifh, as well as the Spaniards, are here pointed out , 
as much more obedient fubjects than tt\e French, and much 
more traB:able and fubmiffive to their princes. Though this 

)?aifage be taken from a poet, eveq man of judgment will 
allow 
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allow its authority to be decifive. The charaCter of a national 
government cannot be unknown in Europe; though it changes 
fometimes very fu enly. Machiavel, in his Differtations 
on Livy, fays repeatedly, that Franl.e vas the moft legal and 
moft popular monarchy then in Europe. 

NOTE [RJ, p. 161. 

pASSIVE obedience is exprefsly and zealoufly inculcated 
in the homilies, compofed and publifhed by authority, in 

the reign of queen Elizabeth. The convocation, which met 
in the very firfi; year of the king's reign, voted as high mo
narchical principles as are contained in the decrees of the 
univerfity of Oxford, during the rule of the tories. Thefe 
principles, fo far from being deemed a novelty, introduced 
by James's influence, paffed fo fmoothly, that no hiftorian 
has taken notice of them: They were never the fubjeet Of 
controvcrfy, or difpute, or difcourfe ; and it is only by means of 
bifhop Overall's Convocation-book, printed near feventyyears 
after, that we are acquainted with them. Would James, who 
was fo cautious, and even timid, have ventured to begin his 
reign with a bold ftroke, which would have given juH ground 
of jealoufy to his fubjetl:s r It appears, from that mQnarch's 
Bafilicon Doron, written while he was in Scotland, that the 
republican ideas of the origin of power from the people were, 
at that time, efl:eemed puritanical novelties. The patriarchal 
fcheme, it is remarkable, is inculcated in thofe votes of the 
convocation preferved by Overall ; nor was Filmer the firft 
inventor of thofe abfurd noti ns. 

N 0 T E [S], p. I8I. 

~ HAT of the honeft hiftorian Stowe feems not to have 
been of this number. H The great bleffings of God, 

" fays he, through increafe of wealth in the common fubjefts 
" of this land, efpecially upon the citizens of London; fuch 
'' within men's memory, and chiefly within thefe few years 
" of peace, that, except there were now due mention of fome 
" fort made thereof, it would in time to come be held incre-

3 · " dible' 
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~, dible, &c." In another place,' H Amongft the manifold 

'' tokens and ftgns of the in r nite bleffings of Almighty God 

H beibwed upon this kingdom, by the wondrous and merci
H ful eftabliihing of peace within ourfelves, and the full benefit 
" of concord witli all chriftian nations and others: Of all 
" which graces let no man dare to prefume he can fpeak toQ 
cc much; whereof in truth there can never be enough faid, 
... , neither was there ever any people lefs conftderate and lef!> 

" thankful than at this time, being not willing to endure the 

" memory of their prefent happinefs, as well as in the uni
cc vcrfa:I increafe of commerce and traffic tHroughout the 

" kiugdom, great building of royal fhips arid by private mer

u chants, the rc-peopling of ci·ies, towns, and villag s, be

'' fide the difcernable and fudden incre'tfc of fair and coiHy 
" b.tildings, as well within the city of London as the fuburbs 
H thereof, efpecially within thefe twelve years, f.:fc." 

NOTE [TJ, p. 2r7. 

By a fpeech of Sir Simon D'Ewes, in the nrft year of the 

long parliament, it clearly ap~ars, that the nation ne
ver had, even to that time, been rightly informed concerning 
the tranfaB:ions of the SP.aniih ncgociation, and il:ill believed 
the court of Madrid to have been altogether inftncere in their 
profeffions. What reafon, upon that fuppofttion, had they 
to blame either the prince or Buckingham for their conduB:, 

or for the narrative delivered' to the parliament? This is a 

capital faB:, and ought to be well attended to. D'Ewes's 
fpeech is ' in Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 368. No author or hiftorian 

of that age me.Q.tions the difcovery of Buckingham's impofl:ures 

as a caufe of difguft in the parliament. Whitlocke, p. I. 

only fays, that the commons began to fufpeB:, tbat it had been 
jplem in Bucla"ngham, not zeal for public good, which had in-

duced him to hreak the Spanifo match : A clear proof that his 

falfehood was not fufpeB:ed. Wilfon, p. 780. f.:1.ys, that 
Buckingham loft his popularity after Briftol arrived, not be
caufe that nobleman difcovered to the world the falfehood of· 

his narrative, but becaufe he proved that Buckingham, while 

m 
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in Spain, liad profelred himfelf a papift; which is falfe, and 
which was never faid by Briftol. In all the debates which re
main, not the leaft hint is ever given, that any falfehood was 
fufpeaed in the narrative. I .iliall farther add, that even if 
the parliament had difcovered the deceit in Buckingham's nar
rative, this ought not to have altered their political meafures, 
or made them refufe fupply to the king. They had fuppofed 
it praaicable to wreft the Palatinate by arms from the houfe of 
Auftria; they had reprefented it as prudent to expend the 
blood and treafure of the nation in fuch an enterprize; they 
had believed that the. king of Spain never had any fincere in
tention of reftoring that principality. It is certain that he had 
not now any fuch intention: And though there was reafon to 
fufpea, that this alteration in his views had proceeded from 
the ill con duB: of Buckingham, yet paft errors could not be 
retrieved; and the nation was undoubtedly in the fame fitua
tion, which the parliament had ever fuppofed, when they fo 
much harafied their fovereign, . by their impatient, impor
tunate, and even undutiful felicitations. To which we may 
add, that Charles himfelf was certainly deceived by Bucking
ham, when he corroborated his favourite's narrative by his 
tefi:imony. Party hiftorians are fomewhat inconfiftent in their 
reprefentations of thefe tranfactions : They reprefent the Spa
niards as totally infincere, that tliey may reproach J ames with 
credulity in being fo long deceived by them : They reprefent 

' ~hem as fincere, that they may reproach the king, the prince, 
and the duke, with falfehood in their narrative to the parlia
ment. The truth is, they were infincere at firft; but the rea
{ons, proceeding from bigotr.y, were not fufpeCl:ed by James, 
and were at lafl: overcome. They became fincere; but the 
prince, deceived by the many unavoidable caufes of delay, 
believed that they were frill deceiving him. 

NOTE [UJ, p. 253· 

T li ~ S petition is of fo great impo1·tance, that wefo,all hert give 
it at lmgtb. Hu bly fhew unto our fovere1gn lord the 

king, the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in par
liament affembled, That, whereas it is declared a.nd enatted, 

J.y 
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by a fiatute made in the time of the reign of king Edward I. 
commonly called Statutum de tallagio non conudendo, that no 
tallage or aid fhall be levied by the king or his heirs in this 
realm, without the good will and aifent of the archbifhops, 
bifhops, earls, barons, knights, burgeifes, and other the free
men of the commonalty of this realm: And, by authority of 
parliament holden in the five and twentieth year of the reign 
cf king Edward III. it is declared and enacted, That, from 
thenceforth, no perfon fhall be compelled to make any loans 
to the king againft his will, becaufe fuch loans were again!T: 
rea vn, and the franchife of the land: And, by other laws of 
th. s realm, it is providd, that none fhould be charged by 

any harge or irnpofition called a benevolence, or by fuch like 
chame: By which the ftatutes before-mentioned, and other 
the good laws and .ftatutes of this realm, your fubjetl:s have 
inherited this freedom, that they !hould not be compelled to 
contribute to any tax, tallage, aid, or ot 1er like charge, not 
fet by common confent in parEament. 

II. YET neverthelefs, of late divers commiffions direCl:ed to 
fundry commiffioners in feveral counties, with inftrutl:ions, 
have iifued ; by means whereof your people have been in di
vers places afiembled, and required to lend certain fums of 
money unto your majefty, and many of them, upon their re
fufal fo to do, have had an oath admirtiftered unto them not 
warrantable by the laws or fbtutes of this realm, and have 
been conftrained to become bound to make appearf1nce and 
give attendance before your privy council, and in other places, 
and others of them, have been therefore imprifoned, confined, 
and fundry other ways molefted and difquieted: And divers 
other charges have been laid and levied upon your people. 
in feveral counties, by lord-lieutenants, deputy-lieutenants, 
commiffioners for mufters, j ufl:ices of peace, and others, by 
command or direClion from your majefty' or your privy coun
cil, againft the laws and free cuftoms of this re::tlm. 

nr. AND whereas alfo, by the ftatute called cr'he great 

charter of the liberties of England, it is dec.lare~ and en
.aCled That no freeman may be taken or 1mpnfoned, or 

, k 
7 



574 NOTES TO THE SIXTH VOLUME. 

be diffeized of his freehold or liberties, or his free cuf .. 
toms, or be outlawed or exiled, or in any manner de
ftroye:l, but by the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the 
law of the land. 

IV. AND, in the eight and twentieth year of the reign 
of king Edv.rard III. it was declared and enat'ted, by au
thority of p:1rliament, That no man~ of what eftate or 
condition that he be, fhould be put out of his land or te
nements, nor taken, nor imprifooed, nor difherited, nor put 
to death, without being brought to anfwer by due procefs 
of law. 

V. NEvERTHELEss, aga.inft the tenor of the faid ll:atutes, 
and other the good laws and ftatute:; of your realm to that 
end provided, divers of your fubjeB:s have of late been 
imprifoned without any caufe £hewed: And, when, for 
their deliverance, they were brought before juftice, by your 
majefty's writs of Habeas Corpus, there to undergo and re
ceive as the court fhould order, and their keepers command
ed to certify the caufes of their detainer, no caufe was cer
tified~ but that they were detained by your majefty's fpecial 
command, fignified by the lords of your privy council, and 
yet were returned back to feveral prifons, without being 
charged with any thing to which they might make anfwer 
according to the law. 

VI. AN o whereas of late great companies of foldiers and 
mariners have been difperfed int~ divers ceunties of the realm, 
and the' inhabitants, againft their wills, have been compelled 
to re~eive them into their houfes, and there to fuffer them to 
fojourn, ~gainft the laws and cuftoms of this realm, and to 
the great grievance and vexation of the people. 

· VII. AN o whereas alfo, by authority of parliament, in the 
five and' twentieth year of the reign of king Edward III. it is 
decbred :md enacted, That no man fhould be fore-judged of 
life or limb againft the form of the Great chm·ter, and law of 
the lanJ. : And, by the faid Great charter, and other the laws 
and fiatures of rhis your re~lm, no man ought to be judged to 
death hue by the laws cftablirne.d in this your realm, either 
by the cuftoms of the fame realm, or by acts of parliament : 

And 
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And whereas no offender, of what kind foever, is exempted 
from the proceedings to be ufed, and punifhments to be in
Hiaed by the laws and ftatutes of this your realm : Neverthe
lefs, of late divers commiffions, under your majefty's great 
feal, have ifi"ued forth, by which certain perfons have been · 
affigned and appointed commiffioners, with power and autho
rity to proceed within the land, according to the juftice of 
martial law, againft fuch foldiers and mariners, or other dif
folute perfons joining with them, as fhould commit any mur
ther, robbery, felony, mutiny, or other outrage or mifde
meanour whatfoever, and by fuch fummary courfe and order 
as is agreeable to martial law, and as is ufed in armies in 
time of war, to proceed to the trial and condemnation of fuch 
offenders, and them to caufe to be executed and putt<> death 
according to the law martial. 

VIII. By pretext whereof fome of your majefty's fubjeCl:s 
have been, by fome of the faid commiilioners, put to death, 
when and where, if, by the laws and ftatutes of the land, 
~hey had deferved death, by the fame laws and ftatutes alfo 
they might, and by no other ought, to have been judged and 
~xecuted. 

IX. AND alfo fundry grievous offenders, by colour there
of claiming an exemption, have efcaped the punifhments due 
to them by the laws and ftatutes of this your realm, by reafon 
that divers of your officers and minifters of juftice have unjuftly 
refufed or forborn to proceed againft fuch ofFenders, accord
ing to the fame laws and ftatutes, upon pretence that the faid 
offenders were punifhable only by martial law, and by autho
rity of fuch commiffions as aforefaid : Which commiffions, and 
all other of like nature, are wholly and direetly contrary to 
the faid laws and ftatutes of this your realm. 

X. THEY do therefore humbly pray your mofl: excellent 
majefty, That no man hereafter be compelled to make or yield 
any gift, loan, benevolence, tax, or fuch like charge, with
out common confent, by aCl: of parliament: And that none 
be called to make anfwer, or take fuch oath, or to give 
at endance, or be confined or otherways molefted or dif-

quieted 
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quieted concerning the fame, or for refufal thereof: And tnat 
no freeman, in any fuch manner as is before-mentioned, be 
imprifoned or detained: And that your majefty would be 
pleafed to remove the faid foldiers and mariners, and that 
people may not be fo burthened in time to come ; and that 
the aforefaid commiffions, for proceeding by martial law, m1y 
be revoked and annulled: And that hereafter no commiffions 
of like nature may iifue forth, to any perfon or perfons what
foever, to be executed as aforefaid, left, by colour of them, 
any of your majefty's fubjeB:s be deftroyed, or put to death, 
contrary to the laws and franchife of the land. 

XI. ALL which they moft humbly pray of your moft excel· 
lent majefty, as their rights and liberties, according to the laws 
and ftatutes of this realm : And that your majefty would alfo 
vouchfafe to declare, That the awards, doings, and proceed
ings to the prejudice of your people, in any of the premilfes, 
!hall not be drawn hereafter ii1tO confequence or example: 
And that your majeil:y would be alfo gracioufly pleafed, for . 
the further comfort and fafety of your people, to declare your 
royal will and pleafure, that in the things aforefaid, all your 
officers and minifters ihall ferve you a-:carding to the laws 
and ftatutes of this realm, as they tender the honour of your 
majefty, and the profperity of this kingdom. Stat. 17 Car: 
cap. 14. 

NOTE [X], p. 267. 

T H E reafon affigned by Sir Phi lip Warwick, p. 2. for 
this unufual meafure of the commons, is, that they 

intended to deprive the crown of the. prerogative, which it 
had alfumed, of varying the rates of the impofitions, and at 
the fame time were refolved to cut off the new rates fixed 
by James. Thefe were confiderable diminutions both of 
revenue and prerogative; and whether they would have there 
ftopped, confidering their prefent difpofition, may be muclt 
doubted. The king, it feems, and the lords, were refol
ved not to trufi: them; r..or to render a revenue once precari
ous, which perh;:;ps they might never afterwards be able.to get 
re-eftablilhed on the olQ. foo~ing. 

NOTE 
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NOTE [Y], p. 304. 

H E R E is a pa!fage of Sir J6hn Davis's queftion concern~ 
ing impofitions, p. 13 r. " This power of laying on 

" arbitrarily ne r impoiitions bei 1g a prerogative in point of 
" government, as well as in point of profit, it cannot be 
cc reftrained or bound by aCt of parliament; it cannot be 
'' limited by any certain or fixt rule of law, no more than 
" the courfe of a pilot upon the fea, who muft turn the helm 
" or bear higher or lower fail, according to the wind or 
'' weather ; and therefore it may be properly faid, that the 
'' king's prerogative in this point, is as ftrong as Samfon; it 
" cannot be bound: For though an aCt of parliament be 
" made to reftrain it, and the king doth give l1is confent 
" unto it, as Sm4on was bound with liis own confent, yet if 
" the Philijfines come; that is, if any juft or important occa
u fion do arife, it cannot hold or reftrain the prerogative; it 
u will be as thread, and broken as eafy as the bonds of Sam

" fon- The king's prerogatives are· the fun-beams of the 
" crown, and as infeparable from it as the fun-beams from 
" the fun: The king's crown mufr be taken from him; 
" Samfo1z's hair mufr be cut out, before his courage can be 
" any jot abated. Hence it is that neither the king's aCt no.r 

" any aB: of parliamen-t can give away his prerogative. 

NOTE [Z], p. 356. 

W E fhall here make ufe of the liberty, ailo;ved in a note, 
to expatiate a little on the prefent fubjeet. It mufl: be 

confe!fed, that the king in this declarati n touched upon that 
circumftance in the Engliih conftitution, which it is moft; 
difficult, or rather altogether impoffible, to regubte by laws, 
and which mufr be governed by certain delicate ideas of pro
priety and decency, rather than by any exaCt rule or prefcrip
tion. To deny the parliament all right of remonftrating 
againft what they efteem grievances, were to reduce that 
affembly to a total infignificancy, and to deprive the people 
of every ;tdvantage, wl ich they could reap from popul11r 
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councils. To complain of the parliament's eniploying the 
power of taxation, a~ the means of extorting conceffions from 
their fovereign, were to expea, that they would entirely 
difarm themfelves, and renounce the foie expedient, provided 
by the confritud.on, for enfitring to the kingdom a juft and 
legal adminiftration. In different periods of EngHffi fiory, 
there occur inil:ances of their temonftrating with their princes 
in the freeft manner, and fometimes of their refufing fupply 
when difgufred with any circumfrance of public conduct. 
)Tis, however, certain, that this power, though efrential to 
P.arliaments, may eafily be abufed, as well by the frequency 
and minutenefs of their remonfrrances, as by their intrufion 
into e\·ery part of the king's counfels and determinations. 
Under colour of advice, they may give difguifed orders; and 
in complaining of grievances, they may draw to themfelves 
every power_of government. Whatever meafure is embraced, 
~ithout confulting them, ~ay be pronounced an oppreffion 
of the people; and till corretled, they may refufe the moft 
necefiary fupplics to their indigent fovereign. From the very 
nature of this parliamentary liberty, it is evident, that it muft 
be left unbounded by Jaw: For who can foretell, how fre• 

' q ucntly grievances may occur, or what part of adminiftratimt 
may be afFetle<i by them ? From the nature too of the human 
frame, it may be expetlcd, that this liberty would be exerted • 
in its full extentt and no branch of authority be allowed to 
re01ain unmolefted in the hands of the prince : For will the 
weak limitations of rcfpetl and decorum be fufficient to 
refl:rain human ambition, which fo frequently breaks through 
all the prefcriptions of law and jufiice ? 

BuT here it is obfervable, that the wifdom of the E nglilh ' 
coniHtution, or rather the concurrence of accidents, has 
provided, in different periods, certain irregular checks to 
this privilege of parliament, and thereby maintained, in 
fome tolerable meafure, the dignity and authority of the. 
crown. 

IN the ancient conftitution, before the beginning of the 
fcventeenth century, the meetings of parliament were preca
rious and were not frequent. The feffions were Jhort; and 

the 
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the members had no leifure, either to get acquainted 
with each other, or with public bufinefs. The ignorance of 
the age made men more fubmiffive to that authority which 
governed them. And above all, the large demefnes of the 
crown, with the fmall expence of government during that 
period, rendered the prince almoft independent, and taught 
the parliament to preferve great fubmiffion and duty to
wards him. 

IN our prefent conftitution, many accidents, which have 
rendered governments, every where, as well as in Great Bri
tain, much more burthenfome than formerly, have thrown 
l.nto the hands of the crown the difpofal of a large revenue, 
ana have enabled the king, by the private intereft and ambi
tion of the members, to reftram the public intereft and ambi.,. 
tion of the body. While the oppofi tion (for we mull frill have 
an oppofition, open or difguifed) endeavours to draw every 
branch of adminifi:ration under the cognizance of parlia
ment, the courtiers referve a part to the difpofal of the 
crown ; and the royal prerogative, though deprived of iu 
ancient powers, frill maintains a due weight in the balance 
of the conftitution. 

IT was the fate of the houfe of Stuart to govern England at 
a period, when the former fource of authority was already 
much diminifhed, and before the latter began to f!,ow in any 
tolerable abundance. Without a regular and fixed founda
tion, the throne perpetually tottered; and the prince fat up
en it anxioufly aoo precarioufly. Every expedient, ufed by 
James and Charles, in order to fupport their dignity, we 

· have feen attended with fenfible inconveniences. The ma
jefry of the crown, deriveJ from ancient powers and pre
rogatives, procured refpetl: ; and checked the approaches of 
infolent intruders: But it begat in the king fo high ~n ide3. 
of his own rank and ftation, as made him incapable of Hoop
ing to popular ~ourfes, or fubruitting, in any degree, to the 
controul of parliament. The alliance with the hierarchy 
Hrengthened law by the fanttion of religion:. But it en
raged the puritanical party, and expofed the prince to.. th 
attacks of enemies, numerous, violent, and implacable. T _h 
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memory too of thefe two J{ings, from like caufes, has been 
attended; in fome degree, with the fame infelicity, which 
11urfued them during the whole ~ourfe of their liv-es. Though 
it muft be confelfed, that their ikill in government was not 
proportioned to the extreme delicacy of their fituation; a 
fufficient indulgence has not been given them, and all the 
blame, by feveral hiftorians, has been unjuftly thrown on their 
fide. Their violations of law, p:trticularly thofe of Charles, 
are, in fome few inftances, tranfgreffions of a plain limit, 
which was marked out to royal authority. But the encroach
ments of the commons, though, in the beginning, lefs po.fi
tive and determinate, are no lefs difcernible by good judges, 

and \Vere equally capable of deftroying the juft balance of the 
confl:itution. \Vhile ._they exercifed the powers, tranfmitted 
to them, in a manner more independent, and lefs compliant, 
than had ever before been praClifed; the kings were, per
haps imprudently, but, as they imagined, from neceffity, 
tempted to afiume powers, which had fcarcely ever been ex
ercifed, or had been exe.rcifed in a different manner, by the 
crown. And from the fhock of thefe oppofite pretenfi
ons, together with ;eligious controverfy, arofe all the fac
tions, convulfions, and diforders, which attended that 

period. 

Cf'bis Note was, itt the fir./f editiom, a part of the text. 

N 0 T E [AA], p. 415. 

MR. Carte, in his life of the duke of Ormond, has given 
J. us fome evidence to prove, that this letter was intirely 
a forgery of the popular leaders, in order to induce the king 
to facrifice StrafFord. He tells us, that StrafFord faid fo to 

hi~ fon, the night before his execution. But there are fome 
re:tfons, why I adhere to the common way of telling this 
ftory. 1. The account of the forgery comes through feveral 
hands, and from men of charaCters not fully known to the 
public. A circumil:ance which weakens every evidence. It 
is a hearfay of a hearfay. z. It feems impoffible, but young 
Lord Strafford mull: inform the king, who would not have fail
ed to trace the forgery, and expofe his enemies to their mer.i.t-

• ed 
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~d infamy. · 3. It is not to be conceived but Clarendon and 

Whitloc~e, not to mention others, muh have heard of the 

matter. 4· Sir George' Ratcliffe, in his lite of Strafiord, tells 

the fiory the fame way that Clarendon and \Vhitlocke uo. 
\Vould he alfo, who was Stratford's intimate friend, never 

have heard of the forgery ? It is remarkable, tnat his life is 

deaicated or addreifed to young Strafford. \\' ould not lie 

have put Sir George right in fo material and interefiing 
a faa? 

N 0 T E [BB], p. 416. 

w HAT made this bill appear of lefs confequf'nce was, 

that the parliament voted tonnage and poundage fer 
no longer a period than two months: And as that branch wa-s 

more than half of the .revenue, and the government could 

not pofiibly fubfift without it; it feemed indirettly in the 

power of the parliament to continue themfelves as long as 
they pleafed. This indeed was true in the ordinary admini

fl:ration of government: But on the approaches towards a 

civi l war, which was · not •then forefeen, it had been of great· 
con equence to the king to have refcrved the right of diffolu

tion, and to have endured any extremity rather than allow the 
continuance of the parliament. 

N 0 T E (CC], P· 447· 

} T is now fo univerfc .. ;l1y allowed, not~vithftanding forn~ mut-
tering to the contrary, that the kmg had no hand m the 

lriih rebellion, that it will be fupcrfluous to infifl: on a point 
~hich fcems fo clear. I fhall only fuggcft a very few argu

ments, among an infinite number which occur. (1) Ought 

the affirmation of perfidious, infamous rebels ever to have 
paffed f;:n· any authority ? (z) ~obody can tell us wha~ the 
\vords of the pretended comm1ffion \Vere. That commdiion 
which we find in Rufhworth, vol. v. p. 4-00, and jn Miltmi's 

\Vorks, Toland's edition, is plainly an impoiture; becaute it 
pretends to be dated in OCtober 1641, yet mentions £1th 
y11ich h:tppened not t:Il fome months after. It appears that 
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the Iriih rebels, obferving feme inconfiil:ence in their firft 
forgery, were obliged to forge this commiffion 4new, yet 

could not render it coherent or prpbable. (3~ Nothing 
could be more obviouily pernici~us to the king's caufe than 
the Irifu rebellion ; becq.ufe it increafed his necdlities, and 

rendered him ftill more dependent on the p~rliament, who 
, had before fufficiently fhown on what terms they would affiil: 

him. (f) The inil:ant the J.ting heard of the rebelion, which 
was a very few days after its commencement, he vrote to the 
parliament, and gave over to them the managenent of the 
war. Had he b~ilt any projects on t~at rebellion, would he 

not have waited fome little time, to fee how ~hey would 

fucceed ? Would he prefently have adopt~d a me1f~r~ w~ich 
w2.s evidently fo hurtful to his authority? (5) What can be 

imagined .to be the king's projeB:s ? T~ raifethe .friJh t~ 
arms, I fuppofe, and bring them over to Englmd for .. hi~ 
a.ffiil:ance. But is it not plain, that the king ·neve~ ~nte~1ded 
to raife war in England? Had that been his inter:tion~ would 

he have rendered the parliament perpetual ? )!JeS it no~ 
appear, by the whole train of e:rents, that the parliament 

{orcefl .him i~to the war? (6) The king convtyed to the 
juftices intelligence which ought to have prevent(d t~e rebel: 
Hon. (7) The Irifh catholics, in all their futuretranfactions 
with the king' where they endeavour to excu e ~heir in

furreftion, never had the affurance to plead his commiffion. 
Even amongft themfelves they dropped that pretext. It ap
pears that $ir Phelim One~le, chiefly, and he mly at ~rft~ 
promoted that impofture. See Carte's Ormorrl, vol. iii. 
No. IOQ. III. 112. II4· II5· UI. 132. 137· (8) Oneale 
himfelf confe!fed the. irhpofture on his trial and at his exe
cution. See N~lfon, vol. ii. p. 528. Maguire, ~t h.is execu
tion, made a like confefiion. · (9) It is ridiculousto ·mention 
~he ju{tification which Charles II. gave to the marquis of 
Antrim, as 'if he had acted by his father's comniffion. An
trim had·no hand in' the firft rebellion and the m~!facre. He 
joined not the rebels till two years after : I~ WLS with tht! 
king's confent ; and he did important fervice, in ~ending over 
a body of me~ to Montrofe~ . , ' I 
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NOTE [DD], p. 486. 

T Y. E great courage and conduCl:, difplayed by many .of 
the popular leaderJ>, have commonly inclined men to 

cfo then, in one refpeCl:, more honour than they deferve, and 
to fup.JX>fe, that, like able politicians, they employed pre
tences ~vhich they fecretly defpifed, in order to ferve their 
felfifh Jurpofes. It is, however, probable, if not certain, 
that th~y were, generally fpeaking, the dupes of their own 
zeal. Hypocrify, quite pure and free from fanaticifm, is 
perhap:, except among men fixed in a determined philofophi
cal fcepticifm, then unknown, as rare as fanaticifm entirely 
purged from all mixture of hypocrify. So congenial to the 
llumanmind are religious fentiments, that it is impoffible to 
counte·feit long thefe holy fervours, without feeling fome 
fuare tf the alfumed warmth : And, on the other hand, 
fo pre:arious and temporary., from the frailty of human 
!lature. is the operation of thefe fpiritual views, that the 
Teligio1s ecftafies, if conftantly employed, muft often be 
countefeit, and muft be warped by thofe more familiar 
motiv€s of intereft and ambition, which infenfibly gain upon 
the nind. This indeed feems the key to moft of the 
celebnted characters of that age. Equally full of fraud 
and cf ardour, thefe pious patriots talked perpetually of 
feekini the Lord, yet ftill purfued their own purpofes; 
and r~ve left a memorable leffon to pofterity, how de
lufive, how deftruCl:ive, that principle is by which they were 

anima:ed. 

Wih regard to the people, we can entertain no doubt, 
that ne controverfy was, on their part, entirely theological. 
The ~enerality of the nation could never have flown out 
into {uch fury, in orcier to obtain new privileges and ac
quire greater liberty than they and their anceftors had 
ever \een acquainted with. Their fathers had been entirely 
fatisficd with the government of Elizabeth: Why fhould 
they nave been thrown into fuch extreme rage againft 
Charl: ·, who, from the beginning of his reign, wiihed 

only 
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onJyto maintain fuch a government? And why not, at leaft, 
cormound matters with hirn, when, by all his laws, it 
appmred, that he had agreed to depart from it? Efpeci
ally, as he had. put it entirely ,out of his power to etratt 
iliatrefolution. It is in vain, ther fore, to dignify this 

·the parliamentary authors of it, by fuppofing it 
to hve anr. other coniiderable foundatio~ than theologi. 
cal ~ea!, that great and' noted fource of animofit~ among 
men . ''l11e · royalifrs alfo were very comrno~ly zealots; but 
as ttt}: were, at the fame time, maintaining the cfrablifhed 
confitution, in fl:ate as well as church, they had an ob}ea, 
wnia was natural, and which might prodt;ce the greateil: 
p:1ffim, . even without any coniiderable mixture of theologi
cal ErVOUr. crht form er }.ah of this 1ZO!e W4S, in the jirft. 
e({itin.r~ a part of the text. 

N 9 'TE [EE], p. 488. 
} N fome of thefe declarations, fuppofed to be penned by 

L>rd F~lklansf, is found the firfl: regular definition of the 
confiru ion, according to our prefent ideas of it, that occurs 
in al)' Englifh compofition; at leafl: any publiil1ed by autho. 
rity. T.he three fpecies of guvernment, monar hical, arifi:o
crati1al, and delnocratical, are there plainly difiinguifhed

2 

and he Englifh government is exprefsly faid to be none of 
~hem pure, but all of them mixed and tempered together. 
Thisfi:ile, though the fenfe of it was implied in many inili
tutiots, no former king of Engl~nd would have ,ufed, and no 
fubje:i v:.-ould have been permitted to ufe. Banks and the 
crowt-lawyets againft 'I-Iam?de in the cafe of Jhjp-money~ 
iniifiplainly and openly on the king's abfolute and fovereign 

· powe: Arid the oppoiite lawyers do not deny it: They only 
affert that the fubjects h:tve alfo a fund:J.mentai property in 
their goods, and that no part of them can be taken but by 
their own confcnt in parliament. But that the parliament 
was nftituted to check and controul the king, and fuare the 
fuprene power, would, in all former times, have been efi:eem
ed vey blunt and indifcrect, if not illegal, language. We 
11ced 10t he furprifed th<1-t go\-'ernments !ho~ld long continue, 

thougl~ 
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though the boundaries of authority~ in their fcveral bran<hes, 
be implicit, confufcd, and undetermined. Thi; is the cafe 

all over the world. Vlho can draw an exact line betveen 

the fpiritual and temporal powers in-catholic ftate.s? Vhat 
code afccrtained the prccife authority of the Roman fe:ate; 
in every occurrence? :Pcrh ps the Englifh is the .firfl: nixed 

overnment, where tl1~ author' ty of every part has D.:!cnvcry 
accurattly defined : And yet there frill remain many very 
important queff ons between the t vo houfes, that, by 'om .. 

mon confent, are b':ried in a difcreet filence. The kng's 

power is, indeed, more exaCtly limited; but this periol, of 

which we now treat, is the time at which that accuracy om

menced. And it appears from vVarwick and Hobbes, that 

many royalifts blamed this philofophical precifion in the 

king's penman, and tho11ght that the veil was very inpru;

dently drawn off the myfteries of government. It is ccrain. 

that liberty reaped mighty advantages from thefe COltro,. 

verfies and enquiries; and the royal authority itfelf beame 
more fecure, within thofe provinces which were afiignd to 

it. Since the Jirjl puhlication of this hijlo,y, the figuel of Lord 

Clarmdon has heen publijhed; where that nobleman tz.J.'erts, 

that he himfelf c-was the author of mcfl of thefe remo11jlr:mces 

and memorials of the hiug. "' ' 

N 0 T E [FF], p. 51 x. 
WHIT L 0 C KE, who . was one of the- commiffie1erst 

fays, p. 6 5, " In this treaty, the king rnanifefl:d. his 

" great parts and abilities, firength of reafon and quic:nefs 
" of apprehenfion, with much patience in hearing wha was 

" objected againfr him; wherein he allowed all freelom, 

" and would himfelf fum up the arguments, and give amoft 

" clear' judgment upon them. His unhappinefs was, that 
" he had a better opinion of others judgments than o' his 

" own, though they were weaker th:ln his own ; and o· this 
" the parliament commiffioners had experience to their;reat 
" trouble. They were often waiting on the k 'ng, an< de

u bating fome points of the treaty with him, until midnght 
" l.efore 

ss.8 · 
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'' before they could come to a con cl ufion. Upon one of the 
" moft material points, they prefi"ed his majefty with their 
u reafons and beft arguments they could u[e to ~rant what 
" they defired. The king faid, he was fully fatisfied, and 
'• promifed to give them his anfwer in writing according to 
" their defire; but becaufe it was then paft midnight, and 
u too late to put it into writing, he would have it drawlt 
" up next morning (when he commanded them to wait Oil 

" him again) and, then he would give them his anfwer in 
" writing, as it was now agreed upon. But next morning 
" the king told them, that he had altered his mind: And 
., forne of his friends, of whom the commiffioners enquired, 
" told them, that after they were gone, and even his coun· 
u cil retired, fome of his bed-chamber nevet left preffing 
'' and perfuading him till they prevailed on him to change hii 
'' former refolutions." It is difficult, however, to conceive 
that any negociation could l1ave fucceeded between the king 
and parliament1 while the latter infifted, as they did all along, 
on a total fubmiffion to all their demands ; and challenged 
the whole power, which they profeffedly intended tO employ, 
to the puni!hment of all the king's friends. 

NOTE [GG], p. 521. 

T HE author is fenfible, that fome blame may be thrown 
upon him, on account of this laft claufe in Mr. Ham b. 

den's character; as if he were willing to entertain a fufpi
cioll of bad intentions, where the actions were praife-worthy. 
But the author's meaning is directly contrary: He efteems the 
laft actions of Mr. Hambden's life to have been very blame· 
able ; though, as they were derived from good motives only 
J>U!hed to an extreme, there is room left to believe, that the 
intentions of that patriot, as well as of many of his party, 
were laudable. Had the preceding adminiftration of the 
king, which we are apt to call arbitrary, proceeded from 
ambition, and an unjufi: defire of encroaching on the ancient 
liberties of the people, there would have been lefs reafon for 
&iving him any trufi:, or leaving in his hands a confiderable 

lhare 
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lhare of that power whi he had fo much ahufed. But if 
his conduct was derived in a great ineafure from neceffity. 
and from a natural defire of defending that prerogative which 
was tranfmitted to him from his ancefrors, and which hi£ 
parliaments were vifibly encroaching on; there is no reafon 
why he may not be efteemed a very virtuous prince, and 
entirely worthy of truft from his people. The attempt, ~ere
fore, of totally annihilating monarchical power, was a very 
blameable extreme; efpecially as it was attended with the 
clanger, to fay the leaft, of a civil war, which, befides the 
numberlefs ills infeparable from it, expofed liberty to much 
greater peril.'i than it could have incurred under the now li
mited authority of the king. But as thefe points could not 
be fuppofed fa clear during the time as they are, or may be, 
at prefent; there are great reafons of alleviation for men 
who were heated by the controverfy, or engaged in the attion. 
And it is remarkable, that even at prefent, (fuch is the force 
of party prejudices,) there are few people who have coolnefs 
enough to fee thefe matters in a proper light, or are convinced 
that the parliament could prudently have ftoppeel in their 
pretenfions. They fl:ill plead the violations of liberty at
tempted by the king, after granting the petition of right. 

t 
without confidering the extreme harfh treatment, which he 
met with, after making that grtat conceffion, and the impof
fibility of fupporting government by the revenue then fettled 
on the crown~ The woril: of it is, that there was :1 great 
tang of enthufiafm in the conduct of the parliamentary leader:;, 
which, thougb it might render their conduct fincere, will not 
much enhance their character with poil:erity. And tJJough 
Hambden was, perhaps, lefs infetted with this fpirit thau 
many of his a!fociates, he appears not to ha~·e been altoge- · 
ther free from it. fi.is intended migration to America, where 
he could only propofe the advantage of enjoying puritanical 
prayers and ferrnons, will be allowed a proof of the pcevalenc..: r 

frf thi:. fpirit ~. him. 
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N 0 T E [IIH], p. 538. 

1 N a letter of the king to thequeen, preferved in the Britifh 
Mufreum, and publifhed by l\1rs. Macaulay, vol. iv. 

p. 420, he fays, that unlefs r.ligion was preferved, the mili . 
tia (being not as in France a f<rmed powerful fi:rength) wo'uld 
be of little ufe to the crown ; md that if the pulpits had not 
obedience, which would neV!r be, if prefbyterian govern
ment was abfolutely efi:ablified, the . king would have but 
fmall comfort of the militia. This reafoning ihows the king's 
good fenfe, and proves, that his attachment to epifcopacy, 
though partly founded on relgious principles, was alfo, in 
his fituation, derived from th, foundeft views of civil policy. 

In reality, it was eafy for the :ing to perceive, by the necef
fary connexion between trifles md important matters, and by 
the connexion maintained at hat time between religion and 
politics, that, when he was 10ntending for the furplice, he 
was, in effect, fighting for hs crown and even for his head· 
Few of the popular party ould perceive this connexion : 
M oft of them were carried herllong by fanaticifm ; as might 
be expetl:ed in the ignorant multitude. Few even of the 

leaders feem to have had mo:e enlarged views. 

END OF THE ,JXTH VOLUME. 














