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HE king lad hitherto, during the courfe of the o i 4 p,
LVII

war, obtaied many advantages over the parlia-

ment, andhad raifed himfelf; from that low con-

dition, into whichhe had at firft fallen, to be nearly upon
an equal footing vith his adverfaries, Yorkfhire, and
all the northern cowmnties, were reduced by the marquefs
of Newcaftle; and excepting Hull; the parliament was
mafter of no garrion in thefe quarters. In the weft,
Plymouth alone, hiving been in vain befieged by ‘prince
Maurice, refifted tie king’s authority: And had it nat
Yor, VIL B been
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C H A P been for the difappointment in the enterprize of Gloucef=

the royal garrifons had reached, without interrup-
tion, from one end of the kingdom to the other; and
had occupied a greater extent of ground, than thofe of
the parliament. Many of the royaliﬂs‘ flattered them-
felves, that the fame vigorous fpirit, which had elevated
them to the prefent height of power, would ftill favour
their progrefs, and obtain them 2 final victory over their
enemies: But thofe who judged more foundly, obferved,
that, befides the accefion of the whole Scottifh nation
to the fide of the parliament; the very principle, on
which the royal fuccefles had been founded, was every
day acquired, more and more, by the oppofite party.
The king’s troops, full of gentry and nobility, had ex-
erted a valour fuperior to their enemies, and had hitherto
been fuccefsful in almoft every rencounter: But in pro=
portion as the whole nation became warlike, by the con-
tinuance of civil difcords, this advantage was more
equally fhared; and fuperior numbers, it was expelted,
muft at length obtain the viGtory. The king’s troops alfo,
ill paid, and deftitute of every neceflary, could not pofli-
bly be retained in equal difcipline with the parliamentary
forces, to whom all fupplies were furnifhed from un-
exhaufted ftores and treafures®. The feverity of man-
ners, fo much affected by thefe zealous religionifts, af-
fifted their military inftitutions; and the rigid inflexibility
of charatter, by which the auftere reformers of church
and ftate were diftinguifhed, enabled the parliamentary
chiefs to reftrain their foldiers within firi&%er rules and
more exat order. And while the king’s officers indulged
themfelves even in greater licences, than thofe to which,
during times of peace, they had been accuftomed, they
were 2pt, both to neglect their military duty, and to fet

a pernicious example of diforder, to the foldiers under
their command,

 Ruth. vol, vi, p, 5604
AT
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AT the commencement of the civil war, all Englith- C& A P,
S B 715
men, who ferved abroad, were invited over, and treated . ’

with extraordinary refpect: And moft of them, being
defcended of good families, and by reafon of their ab-
fence, unacquainted with the new principles, which
deprefled the dignity of the crown, had inlifted under
the royal ftandard. But it is obfervable, that, though
the military profeflion requires great genius, and long
experience, in the principal commanders, all its fubor-
dinate duties may be difcharged by ordinary talents, and
from fuperficial practice. Citizens and country-gentle-
men foon became excellent officers; and the generals of
greateft fame and capacity happened, all of them, to
fpring up on the fide of the parliament. The courtiers
and great nobility, in the other party, checked the
growth of any extraordinary genius among the fubordi-
nate officers; and every man there, as in a regular efta-
blithed government, was confined to the ftation, in which
his birth had placed him.

THE king, that he might make preparations, during
winter, for the enfuing campaign, fummoned to Oxford
all the members of either houfe, who adhered to his
interefts ; and endeavoured to avail himfelf of the name
of parliament, fo paflionately cherithed by the Englith
nation ®.  The houfe of peers was pretty full ; and
befides the nobility, employed in different parts of the
kingdom, it contained twice as many members as com-
monly voted at Weftminfter. The houfe of commons
confifted of about 140; which amounted not to above
half of the other houfe of commons ¢.

So extremely light had government hitherto lain upon
the people, that the very name of excife was unknown to
them ; and among the other evils arifing from thefe

* Ruth, vol, vi, p, 559 € Idem, p. 566. 574, §75»

B2 domeftic
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€ H A P. domeftic wars, was the introdu&ion of that impoft into

England. The paliament at Weftminfter having voted
an excife on beer, wine, and other commodities ; thofe
at Oxford imitated the example, and conferred that reve-
nue on the king. And in order to enable him the better
to recruit his army, they grantcd him the {fum of 100,000
pounds, to be levid by way of loan upon the fubjeét.
The king circulat:d privy feals, counterfigned by the
fpeakers of both heufes, requiring the loan of particular
fums, fiom fuch prrfons as lived within his quarters 4.
Neither party had as yet got above the pedantry of re=
proaching their antigonifts with thefe illegal meafures.

Ture Weftminfer parliament pafled a whimfical ordi-
nance, commanding all the inhabitants of London and
the neighbouroood, to retrench a meal a week, and to
pay the value of i for the fupport of the public caufee.
It is eafily imaginei, that, provided the money were paid,
they troubled themfelves but little about the execution of
their ordinance.

Sucu was the king’s fituation, that, in order to reftore
eace to the nation, he had no occafion to demand any
other terms, than the reftoring of the laws and conftitu-
tion ; the replaciny him in the fame rights which had
ever been enjoyed by his predeceflors ; and the re-efta-
blithing, on its ancient bafis, the whole frame of govern-
ment, civil as wdl as ecclefiaftical.  And that he might
facilitate an end, feemingly fo defirable, he offered to
employ means equally popular, an univerfal aét of obli-
vion, and a tolention ‘or indulgence to tender confci-
ences. Nothing ‘herefore could contribute more to his
interefts, than ewv:ry difcourfe of peace, and every dif-
‘cumon of the conditions, upon which that bleffing could
be obtained, For this reafon, he folicited a treaty, on
all occafions, and defired a conference and mutual exami-

8 Ruth, voli vi. p. 50 ¢ Dugdale, p. 119, Rufh, vol. vi. p. 748,
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nation of pretenfions, even when heentertained no hopes, C {:IV;AI e,
that any conclufion could poffibly refilt from it. SR
For like reafons, the parliament pudently avoided, as 3644

much as poflible, all advances towaids negociation, and
were cautious not to expofe too eafly to cenfure thofe
high terms, which their apprehenfians or their ambition
made them previoufly demand of the king. Though
their partizans were blinded with the thickeft veil of reli-
gious prejudices, they dreaded to brng their pretenfions
to the teft, or lay them open before the whole nation.
In oppofition to the facred authority of the laws, to the
venerable precedents of many ages, the popular leaders
were afhamed to plead nothing but fears and jealoufies,
which were not avowed by the conftitution, and for
which, neither the perfonal chara&r of Charles, fo full

' of virtue, nor his fituation, fo deprived of all independ-
ent authority, feemed to afford any rzafonable foundation.
Grievances which had been fully redrefled; powers,
either legal or illegul, which had beer entirely renounced ;
it feemed unpopular, and invidious, and ungrateful, any
farther to infift on,

THE king, that he might abatethe univerfal venera-
tion, paid to the name of parliament, had iffued a decla-
ration, in which he fet forth all the tumults, by which
himlelf and his partizans in both houfes had been driven
from London; and he thence inferred, that the aflembly

o
aat
il

{

3!

13

at Weftminfter was no longer a iree parliament, and,

it
L & i . . %ﬁ
till its liberty were reftored, was intitled to no authority, 3
As this declaration was an obftacl: to all treaty, f()x;le 5
Ji contrivance feemed requifite, in order to elude it. -
i A LETTER was written, in the foregoing {pring, to the !
o earl of Eflex, and fubfcribed by th: prince, the duke of i

f York, and forty-three noblemenf, They there exhort

§ Clarendon, vol, iii p, 442. Ruth. vol, vis ), 566, Whitlacke, p. 77.
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C H A P.him to be an inftrument of reftoring peace, and to pro=

LVIL

\————mote that happy end with thofe, by whom he was em-

1644.

ployed. Effex, though much difgufted with the parlia-
ment, though apprchcnﬁve of the extremities to which
they were driving, though defirous of any reafonable
accommodation ; yet was ftill more refolute to preferve
an honourable fidelity to the truft repofed in him. He
replied, that, as the paper fent him neither contained any
addrefs to the two houfes of parliament, nor any acknow-
ledgement of their authority, he could not communicate
it to them. Like propofals had been reiterated by the
king, during the enfuing campaign, and {till met with 2
like anfwer from Effex s,

In order to make a new trial for a treaty, the king,
this fpring, fent another letter dire&ted to the lords and
commons of parliament affembled at Weftminfter: But
as he alfo mentioned, in the letter, the lords and com=
mons of parliament aflembled at Oxford, and declared,
that his fcope and intention was to make provifion, that
all the members of both houfes might fecurely meet in a
full and free aflembly; the parliament, perceiving the
conclufion implied, refufed all treaty upon fuch terms®,
And the king, who knew what fmall hopes there were
of accommodation, would not abandon the pretenfions,
which he had aflumed ; nor acknowledge the two houfes,
more exprefsly, for a free parliament,

Tuis winter the famous Pym died; a man as much
hated by one party, as refpected by the other. At Lon-
don, he was confidered as the victim to national liberty,
who had abridged his life by inceflant labours for the
interefts of his countryi: At Oxford, he was believed
to have been ftruck with an uncommon difeafe, and to

g Clarendon, vol. iiis p. 444. Rufh. vel, vi, p. 569, 570. Whitlocke,
Pe 04 b Clarendon, vol. iii, p. 449. Whitlocke, p. 79
1 Ibid, P 660
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have been confumed with vermin; as a mark of divineC ?V-;‘-[ P
vengeance, for his multiplied crimes and treafons. -
had been fo little ftudiousof improving his private fortune %44
in thofe civil wars, of which he had been one -principal
author, that the parliament thought themfelves obliged,
from gratitude, to pay the debts which he had con~
traCted *, We now return to the military operations,
which, during the winter, were carried on with vigour in
feveral places, notwithftanding the feverity of the feafon.

THe forces, brought from Ireland, were landed at
Moftyne in North-Wales ; and being put under the com-
mand of lord Biron, they befieged and took the caltles of
Hawarden, Beefton, Acton, and Deddington-houfe !
No place in Chefhire or the neighbourhood now adhered
to the parliament, except Nantwich: Andto this town
Biron laid fiege during the depth of winter, Sir Thomas
Fairfax, alarmed at fo confiderable a progrefs of the roy-
alifts, aflembled an army of 4000 men in Yorkfhire,
and having joined Sir William Brereton, was approach-
ing to the camp of the enemy. Biron and his foldiers,
elated with fuccefles obtained in Ireland, had entertained
the moft profound contempt for the parliamentary forces ;
a difpofition, which, if confined to the army, may be
regarded as a good prefage of victory; but if it extend
to the general, is the moft probable forerunner of a defeat,
Fairfax fuddenly attacked the campof theroyalifts. The
fwelling of the river by a thaw divided one part of the g Jun,
army from the other. That part, expofed to Fairfax,
being beaten from their poft, retired into the church of
A&on, and were all taken prifoners; The other re-
treated with precipitation™, And thus was diffipated or
rendered ufelefs that body of forces, which had been

k Journ, 13th of February, 1643+ } Ruth, vol. vi, p. 299,
® Ibid, p. 301,

Be . drawn




s

CHAP.

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

drawn from Ireland; and the parliamentary party res

g__::'_; vived in thofe north-weft counties of England.

1644,
Javafion
from Scot-
land,

22d Feb,

gith Aprile

THE invafion from Scotland was attended with confe-
quences of much greater importance. The Scots, hav=
ing fummoned in'vain the town of Newcaftle, which
was fortified by the vigilance of Sir Thomas Glenham,
pafled the Tyne; and faced the marquefs of Newcaftle,
who lay at Durham with an army of 14000 men®,
After fome military operations, in which that nobleman
reduced the enemy to difficulties for forage and provifions,
he received intelligence of a great difafter, which had
befallen his forces in Yorkfhire. Colonel Bellafis, whom
he had left with a confiderable body of troops, was totally
routed at Selby, by Sir Thomas Fairfax, who had re-
turned from Chefhire, with his viGtorious forces °. Afraid
of being inclofed between two armies, Newcaftle re-
treated; and Leven having joined Lord Fairfax, they
fat down before York, to which the army of the loyalifts
had retired. But as the parliamentary and Scottifh forces
were not numerous enough to inveft fo large a town,
divided by a river, they contented themfelves with in-
commoding it by a loofe blockade ; and affairs remained,
for fome time, in fufpenfe between thefe oppofite ar-
mies P,

Durixc this winter and fpring, other parts of the
kingdom had alfo been infefted with war. Hopton,
having aflembled an army of 14000 men, endeavoured to
break into Suflex, Kent, and the fouthern afloeiation,
which feemed well difpofed to receive him. Waller fell
upon him at Cherington, and gave him a defeat 3 of con=
fiderable importance. In another quarter, fiege being

< Ruth. vol, vi,p, 615. © Idem, ibid, p. 618, P Idemy -
{o%d. P 6:9f 9 29th of March,

laid
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laid to Newark by the parliamentary forces, prince Rupert C II:IV;\ P.
prepared himfelf for relieving a town of fuch confequence, g__\/__l
which alone preferved the communication open between  1644.
the king’s fouthern and northern quarters’. With a
fmall force, but that animated by his active courage, he
broke through the enemy, relieved the town, and totally
diffipated that army of the parliament s.

Bur though fortune feemed to have divided her fa-
vours between the parties, the king found himfelf, in
the main, a confiderable lofer by this winter-campaign
and he prognofticated a ftill worfe event from the enfuing
fummer. ‘The preparations of the parliament were great,
and much exceeded the flender refources, of which he
was poflefled. In the eaftern aflociation, they levied
fourteen thoufand men, under the earl of Manchefter,
feconded by Cromwell t,  An army of ten thoufand men,
under Eflex ; another of nearly the fame force under
Waller, were affembled in the neighbourhood of Lon-
don. The former was deftined to oppofe the king : The
latter was appointed to march into the weft, where prince
Maurice, with a fmall army which went continually to
decay, was fpending his time in vain before Lyme, an
inconfiderable town upon the fea-coaft. The utmoft
efforts of the king could not raife above ten thoufand
men at Oxford, and on their {word chiefly, during the
campaign, were thefe to depend for fubfiftance,

THE queen, terrified with the dangers, which every
way environed her, and afraid of being enclofed in Ox~
ford, in the middle of the kingdom, fled to Exeter,
where fthe hoped to be delivered unmolefted of the child,
with which the was now pregnant, and whence fhe had
the means of an eafy efcape into France, if prefled by
the forces of the enemy. She knew the implacable

§ Rufh, vol. vi. p. 36, s 21ft of March, t Rufh, vol, vi.p. 621,

hatred,
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C H A P. hatred, which the parliament, on account of her reli-
. gion and her credit with the king, had all along borne
3644. her. Laft fummer, the commons had fent up to the

peers an impeachment of high treafon againft her ; be-
caufe, in his utmoft diftrefles, fhe had affifted her huf-
band with arms and ammunition, which fhe had bought
in Holland“. And had fhe fallen into their hands, nei-
ther her fex, fhe knew, nor high ftation, could protect
her againft infults at leaft, if not danger, from thofe
haughty republicans, who fo little affected to conduét
them(clves by the maxims of gallantry and politenefs.
From the beginning of thefe diflenfions, the parlia-
ment, it is rematkable, had, in all things, aflumed an
extreme afcendant over their fovereign, and had difplayed
a violence and arrogated an authority, which, on his
fide, would not have been compatible, either with his
temper or his fituation. While he fpoke perpetually of
pardoning all rebels; they talked of nothing but the
punifhment of delinquents and malignants : While he of-
fered a toleration and indulgence to tender confci-
ences ; they threatened the utter extirpation of prelacy ,
‘T'o his profeflions of lenity, they oppofed declarationg
of rigour: And the more the ancient tenor of the laws
inculcated a refpeétful fubordination to the crown, the
more carcful were they, by their lofty pretenfions, to
cover that defect, under which they laboured.
THEIR great advantages in the north feemed to fecond
their ambition, and finally to promife them fuccefs in
« +  their unwarrantable enterprizes. Manchefter, having
taken Lincoln, had united his army to that of Leven and
Fairfax; and York was now clofely befieged by their
combined forces. That town, though vigoroufly de-
fended by Newcaftle, was reduced to extremity; and

u Rufh, vol, vi, p. 3214

the




&
G BihA ReLE S L II

the parliamentary generals, after enduring great lofles and € 1‘[{’1? P;
fatigues, flattered themfelves, that all their labours would ___\____,
at laft be crowned by this important conqueft. Ona 1644,
fudden, they were alarmed by the approach of prince
Rupert, This gallant commander, having vigoroufly ex~

erted himfelf in Laneathire and Chethire; had colleéted

a confiderable army; and joining Sir Charles Lucas,

who commanded Newcaftle’s horfe, haftened to the relief

of York with an army of 20,000 men. The Scottifh and
parliamentary generals raifed the fiege, and drawing up

on Marfton-moor, purpofed to give battle to the royalifts.

Prince Rupert approached the town by another quarter,

and interpofing the river Oufe between him and the ene-

my, fafely joined his forces to thofe of Newcaftle. The
marquefs endeavoured to perfuade him, that, having fo
fuccefsfully effected his purpofe, he ought to be content

with the prefent advantages, and leave the encmy, now

much diminithed by their loffes, and difcouraged by

their ill fuccefs, to diffolve by thofe mutual diffenfions,

which had begun to take place among them ¥, The
prince, whofe martial difpofition was not fufficiently
tempered with prudence, nor foftened by complaifance,
pretending pofitive orders from the king, without deign- 2d July,
ing to confult with Newcaftle, whofe merits and fervices
deferved better treatment, immediately iffued orders for
battle, and led out the army to Marfton-moor . ‘This Battle of
action was obftinately difputed between the moft numer- I:(;‘éf_o“'
ous armies, that were engaged during the courfe of thefe
wars ; nor were the forces on each fide much different in
number.  Fifty thoufand Britifh troops were led to
mutual flaughter ; and the viQory feemed long undecided
between them. Prince Rupert, who commanded the
right wing of the royalifts, was oppofed to Cromwell v,

w Life of the D, of Newcaftle, p. 40. * Clarendon, vol. v,
pe 500, ¥ Rufh, part 3. vol, iis ps 633,
who
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C H A P. who condu@ed the choice troops of the parliament,

LVIIL.

— — enured to danger under that determined leader, animated

1644.

by zeal, and confirmed by the moft rigid difcipline. Af-
ter a fharp combat, the cavalry of the royalifts gave way;
and fuch of the infantry, as ftood next them, were like-
wife borne down, and put to flight. Newcaftle’s regi-
ment alone, refolute to conquer or to perifh, obftinately
kept their ground, and maintained, by their dead bodies,
the fame order, in which they had at firft been ranged.
In the other wing, Sir Thomas Fairfax and Colonel Lam-
bert, with fome troops, broke through the royalifts ; and,
tranfported by the ardour of purfuit, foon reached their
vi€torious friends, engaged alfo in purfuit of the enemy.
But after that tempeft was paft, Lucas, who command-
ed the royalifts in this wing, reftoring order to his broken
forces, made a furious attack on the parliamentary ca-
valry, threw them into diforder, pufhed them upon their
own infantry, and put that whole wing to rout.  When
ready to feize on their carriages and baggage, he perceiv=-
ed Cromwel, who was now returned from purfuit of the
other wing. Both fides were not a little furprifed to find,
that they muft again renew the combat for that victory,
which each of them thought they had already obtain-
ed. The front of the battle was now exaétly counter=
changed ; and each army occupied the ground which had
been poflefled by the enemy at the beginning of the day.
This fecond battle was equally furious and defperate
with the firft: But after the utmoft efforts of courage
by both parties, victory wholly turned to the fide of
the parliament. The prince’s train of artillery was
taken ; and his whole army pufhed off the field of bat=
tle =

‘THis event was in itfelf a mighty blow to the king;
but proved more fatal in its confequences, The marquefs

z Rufh, vol,vie p. §32.  Whitlocke, p. 89,
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of Newcaftle was entirely loft to the royal caufe. ThatCH AI P
nobleman, the ornament of the court and of his order, -
had been engaged, contrary to the natural bent of his 644
difpofition, into thefe military operations, merely by a
high fenfe of honour and a perfonal regard to his mafter,
The dangers of war were difregarded by his valour;
but its fatigues were oppreflive to his natural indolence.
Munificent and generous in his expence ; polite and ele-
gant in his tafte; courteous and humane in his beha-
viour; he brought a great acceffion of friends and of
credit to the party, which he embraced. But amidft all
the hurry of action, his inclinations were fecretly drawn
to the foft arts of peace, in which he took delight ; and
the charms of poetry, mufic, and converfation often ftole
him from his rougher occupations. He chofe Sir Wil=
liam Davenant, an ingenious poet, for his lieutenant-
general : The other perfons, in whom he placed confi-
dence, were more the inftruments of his refined pleafures,
than qualified for the bufinefs which:they undertook :
And the feverity and application, requifite to the {upport
of difcipline, were qualities, in which he was entirely
wanting .

WHEN prince Rupert, contrary to his advice, refolved
on this battle, and iffued all orders without communi-
cating his intentions to him; he took the field, but, he
faid, merely as a volunteer ; and, except by his perfonal
courage, which fhone out with luftre, he had no fhare
in the action. Enraged to find, that all his fuccefsful
labours were rendered. abortive by one a&t of fatal teme-
rity, terrified with the profpe&t of renewing his pains
and fatigue, he refolved no longer to maintain the few
refources which remained to a defperate caufe, and
thought, that the fame regard to honour, which had at
firft called him to arms, now required him to abandon a

2 Clarendon, vol,v. p. 507, 508, See Warwick,
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party, where he met with fuch unworthy treatment.

\__\,_.J Next morning early, he fent word to the prince, that he

1644.

16th Julye

was inftantly to leave the kingdom ; and without delay,
he went to Scarborough, where he found a veflel, which
carried him beyond fea. During the enfuing years, till
the reftoration, he lived abroad in great neceflity, and
faw with indifference his opulent fortune fequeftered by
thofe who afflumed the government of England. He dif-
dained, by fubmiffion or compofition, to thow obeifance
to their ufurped authority; and the leaft favourable cen-
fors of his merit allowed, that the fidelity and fervices of
a whole life had fufficiently atoned for one rafh aion,
into which his paflion had betrayed him®,

Prince Rupert, with equal precipitation, drew off
the remains of his army, and retired into Lancathire.
Glenham, in a few days, was obliged to furrender York;
and he marched out his garrifon with all the honours of
war ¢, Lord Fairfax, remaining in the city, eftablithed
his government in that whole county, and fent a thou-
fand horfe into Lancathire, to join with the parliamentary
forces in that quarter, and attend the motions of prince
Rupert: The Scottifh army marched northwards, in
order to join the earl of Calender, who was advancing
with ten thoufand additional forces?; and to reduce the
town of Newcaftle, which they took by ftorm: The
earl of Manchefter, with Cromwel, to whom the fame
of this great vi¢tory was chiefly afcribed, and who was
wounded in the action, returned to the eaftern aflocia-
tion, in order to recruit his army ¢,

WHILE thefe events paffed in the north, the king’s af-

fairs in the fouth were condu&ed with more fuccefs and
greater abilities, Ruthven, a Scotchman, who had been

b Clarendon, vol. v. p, 511, ¢ Ruth, vol, vi. p, 638.

d \\'hi:lockc, p. 88, € Rufh, vol, vi, ps 6410
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¢reated earl of Brentford, aCted, under the king, asC XYJTV]A; P,
general. ki sl
THE parliament foon compleated their two armies 1644
commanded by Effex and Waller. The great zeal of
the city facilitated this undertaking. Many fpeeches were
made to the citizens, by the parliamentary leaders, in
order to excite their ardour. Hollis, in particular, ex-
horted them not to fpare, on this important occafion,
either their purfes, their perfons, or their prayers f; and,
in general, it muft be confefled, they were fufficiently li-
beral in all thefe contributions. The two generals had
orders to march with their combined armies towards Ox-
ford ; and, if the king retired into that city, to lay fiege
to it, and by one enterprize put a period to the war, The
king, leaving a numerous garrifon in Oxford, pafled with
dexterity between the two armies, which had taken
Abingdon, and had enclofed him on both fidess, He
marched towards Worcefter ; and Waller received orders
from Effex to follow him and watch his motions ; while
be himfelf marched into the weft, in queft of prince
Maurice. Waller had approached within two miles of
the royal camp, and was only feparated from it by the
Severn, when he received intelligence, that the king was
advanced to Beudly, and had dire&ed his courfe towards
Shrewfbury. 1In order to prevent him, Waller prefently
diflodged, and haftened by quick marches to that town ;
while the king, fuddenly returning upon his own foot-
fteps, reached Oxford; and having reinforced his army
from that garrifon, now in his turn marched out in queft

of Waller, The two armies faced each other at Crop=p.a1e of
redy-bridge near Banbury ; but the Charwell ran between Cropredy-
them. Next day, the king decamped and marched to- ;:Sﬁ?m,c,
wards Daventry. Waller ordered a confiderable detach-
ment to pafs the bridge, with an intention of falling on

f Ruth, vol, vi. p, 662, g 3d of June,
the
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C H AP. the rear of the royalifts. He was repulfed, routed, and

LVIL.

o= purfued with confiderable lofs ®. Stunned and difheart-

3644,

3ft Sept.

Effex’s
forces dif-
armed,

ened with this blow, his army decayed and melted away
by defertion ; and the king thought he might fafely leave
it, and march weftward againft Effex. That general,
having obliged prince Maurice to raife the fiege of Lyme,
having taken Weymouth and Taunton, advanced ftill in
his conquefts, and met with no equal oppofition. The
king followed him, and having re-inforced his army from
all quarters, appeared in the field with an army {uperior
to the enemy. Effex, retreating into Cornwall, informed
the parliament of his danger, and defired them to fend an
army, which.might fall on the king’s rear. General Mid-
dleton received a commiffion to execute that fervice; but
came too late. Effex’s army, cooped up in a narrow
corner at Leftithiel, deprived of all forage and provifions,
and feeing no profpect of fuccour, was reduced to the
laft extremity. The king prefled them on one fide;
prince Maurice on another; Sir Richard Granville on a
third, Effex, Robarts, and fome of the principal offi-
cers, efcaped in a boat to Plymouth: Balfour with his
hotfe pafled the king’s out-pofts, in a thick mift, and
got fafely to the garrifons of his own party. The foot
under Skippon were obliged to furrender their arms,
artillery, baggage and ammunition; and being conducted
to the parliament’s quartess, were difmifled. By this
advantage, which was much boafted of, the king, befides
the honour of the enterprize, obtained what he ftood ex-
tremely in need of: The parliament, having preferved
the men, loft what they could eafily repair.

No fooner did this intelligence reach London, than
the committee of the two kingdoms voted thanks to Effex
for his fidelity, courage, and condut; and this method

h Rofh. vol.vi. p. 676, Clarendon, vol. v. p. 497. Sir Ed. Walker,

p. 31. I Rufh. vol. vi. p. 699, &c. Whitlocke, p. g8, Claren~
don, vol. v. P. 524, 525« Sir Edw, Walker, p, 69, 70, &¢,
of
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bf proceeding, no lefs politic than magnanimous, wasCH ? P,
preferved by the parliament throughout the whole courfe il
of the war. Equally indulgent to their friends and ri~ 644
gorous to their enemies, they employed, with fuccefs,
thefe two powerful engines of reward and punifhment, in
confirmation of their authority.

THaAT the king might have lefs reafon to exult in the
advantages, which he had obtained in the weft, the par=
liament oppofed to him very numerous forces. Having
armed anew Effex’s fubdued, but not difheartened troops,
they ordered Manchefter and Cromwell to march with
their recruited forces from the eaftern affociation ; and
joining their armies to thofe of Waller and Middleton, as
well as of Effex, offer battle to theking, Charles chofe AR
his poft at Newbury, where the parliamentary armies, un= tle of New-
der the Earl of Manchefter, attacked him with great vi~ """
gour ; and that town was a fecond time the {cene of the
bloody animofities of the Englifh. Eflex’s foldiers, ex-
horting one another to repair their broken honour, and
revenge the difgrace of Leftithiel, made an impetuous
aflault on the royalifts; and having recovered fome of
their cannon, loft in Cornwall, could not forbear em=

27th O¢,

bracing them with tears of joy. Though the king’s
troops defended themfelves with valour, they were over-
powered by numbers; and the night came very feafon-
ably to their relief, and prevented a total overthrow.
Charles, leaving his baggage and cannon in Dennington=
caftle, near Newbury, forthwith retreated to Walling=-
ford, and thence to Oxford. There, prince Rupert and
the earl of Northampton joined him, with confiderable
bodies of cavalry. Strengthened by this reinforcement,
he ventured to advance towards the enemy, now em-
ployed before Dennington-caftle ¥, Effex, detained by
ficknefs, had not joined the army, fince his misfortune in

k Rufh, vol. vi. p. 727, &c,

Vor, VII, C Cornwall,
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€ HA P.Cornwall. Manchefter, who commanded, though hig

\_.I.‘Xi[_'_zforccs were much fuperior to thofe of the king, declined

1644+ an engagement, and reie@ted Cromwell’s advice, who

carneftly prefled him not to negleét fo favourable an

opportunity of finifhing the war, - The king’s army, by

bringing off their cannon from Dennington-caftle, in

the face of the enemy, feemed to have fufficiently re=

paired the honour which they had loft at Newbury ; and

Charles, having the fatisfaCtion to excite, between Man-

chefter and Cromwell, equal animofities with thofe which

formerly took place between Effex and Waller 1, diftri-
buted his army into winter-quarters.

23d Nov, ‘THoSE contefts among the parliamentary generals,

which had difturbed their military operations, were re=

newed in London during the winter-feafon; and each

being fupported by his’own faétion, their mutual re-

proaches and accufations agitated the whole city and par-

liament. There had long prevailed, in that party, 2

fecret diftin&tion, which, though the dread of the king’s

power had hitherto fupprefled it, yet, in proportion as

9 h Nav.

the hopes of fuccefs became nearer and more immediate,
began to difcover itfelf, with high conteft and animofity.
The INDEPENDENTS, who had, at firft, taken fheltef
and concealed themfelves under the wings of the PRES-
BYTERIANS, now evidently appeared a diftiné& party,
and betrayed very different views and pretenfions. We
muft here endeavour to explain the genius of this party,
and of its leaders, who henceforth occupy the fcene of
action.

Rifeand Durixe thofe times, when the eathufiaftic {pirit met
character of
the Tnde- 2 oy 4
pendents.  diate means of diftin@ion and preferment ; it was impof-

fible to fet bounds to thele holy fervours, or confine,

within any natural limits, what was direCted towards

an infinite and a fupernatural obje&. Every man, as
1 Ruth, vol, vii. p. 1, :

with fuch honour and encouragement, and was the imme-

prompted
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prompted by the warmth of his temper, excited by emu-C EV]AI P,
lation, or fupported by his habits of hypocrify, endea- \
voured to diftinguith himfelf beyond his fellows, and to 1644
arrive at a higher pitch of faintthip and perfeGion. In
proportion to its degree of fanaticifm, each fe& became
dangerous and deftructive ; and as the independents went
a note higher than the prefbyterians, they could lefs be
reftrained within any bounds of temper and moderations
From this diftinétion, as from a firft principle, were
derived, by a neceflary confequence, all the other differ-
ences of thefe two feéts.

THE independents rejeted all ecclefiaftical eftablifh-
ments, and would admit of no fpiritual courts, no govern-
ment among paftors, no interpofition of the magiftrate in
religious concerns, no fixed encouragement annexed to
any fyftem of doctrines or opinions. Atcording to their
principles, each congregation, united voluntarily and by
fpiritual ties, compofed, within itfelf, a feparate church;
and exercifed a jurifdi¢tion, but one deftitute of temporal
fan&ions, over its own paftor and its own members,
The eleftion alone of the congregation was {ufficient to
beftow the facerdotal chara&er; and as all effential dif-
tinction was denied between the laity and the clergy, no
ceremonys, no inftitution, no vocation, no impofition of
hands, was, as in all other churches, fuppofed requifite
to convey a right to holy orders. The enthufiafm of the
prefbyterians led them to reje¢t the authority of pre-
lates, to throw off the reftraint of liturgies, to retrench
ceremonies, to limit the riches and authority of the
prieftly office : The fanaticifm of the independents, ex-
alted to a higher pitch, abolifhed ecclefiaftical govern-
ment, difdained creeds and fyftems, negleted every cere-
mony, and confounded all ranks and orders. The fol-
dier, the merchant, the mechanic, indulging the fervors
of zeal, and guided by the illapfes of the fpirit, refigned

€2 himfelf




20

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H'A P. himfelf to an inward and fuperior diretion, and was
LVIL. ' ; : oo 2
«—— — confecrated, in a manner, by an immediate intercourfe

1644,

and. communication with heaven.

THE catholics, pretending to an infallible guide, had
juftified, upon that principle, their dotrine and practice
of perfecution: The prefbyterians, imagining that fuch
clear and certain tenets, as they themfelves adopted,
could be rejected only from a criminal and pertinacious
obftinacy, had hitherto gratified, to the full, their bi-
gotted zeal, in a like doétrine and practice : The inde-
pendents, from the extremity of the fame zeal, were led
into the milder principles of toleration. Their mind,
fet afloat in the wide fea of infpiration, could confine
itfelf within no certain limits; and the fame variationsy
in which an enthufiaft indulged himfelf, he was apt, by a
natural train of thinking, to permit in others. Of all
chriftian feés, this was the firft, which, during its prof-
perity, as well as its adverfity, always adopted the prin-
ciple of toleration ; and, itis remarkable, that fo reafon-
able a do&rine owed its origin, not to reafoning, but to
the height of extravagance and fanatici{m.

Porery and prelacy alone, whofe genius feemed to
tend towards fuperftition, were treated by the independ=
ents with rigour. The doérines too of fate or deftiny,
were deemed by them eflential to all religion, In thefe
rigid opinions, the whole fectaries, amidit all their other
differences, unanimouily concurred.

TrE political fyftem of the independents kept pace
with their religious. Not content with confining, to
Very narrow limits, the power of the crown, and reducing
the king to the rank of firft magiftrate, which was the
project of the prefbyterians ; this fect, more ardent in
the purfuit of liberty, afpired to a total abolition of the
monarchy, and even of the ariftocracy; and projected
an entire equality of rank and order, in a republic, quite

free
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free and independent. In confequence of this {cheme,
they were declared enemies to all propofals for peace,
except on {uch terms as, they knew, it was impoffible to
ebtain; and they adhered to that maxim, which is, in
the main, prudent and political, that whoever draws the
fword againft his fovereign, fhould throw away the fcab-

C.H A,
LVIL

e s )

1644,

bard. By terrifying others with the fear of vengeance

from the offended prince, they had engaged greater num-
bers into the oppofition againft peace, than had adopted
their other principles with regard to' government and re-
Yigion. And the great fuccefs, which had already at-
tended the arms of the parliament, and the greater, which
was foon expected, confirmed them ftill further in this
obftinacy.

Sir Harry Vane, Oliver Cromwel, Nathaniel Fiennes,
and Oliver St. John, the folicitor-general, were regarded
as the leaders of the independents, The earl of Effex,
difgufted with a war, of which he began to forefee the
pernicious confequences, adhered to the prefbyterians,
and promoted every reafonable plan of accommodation.
‘The earl of Northumberland, fond of his rank and dig-
nity, regarded with horror a fcheme, which, if it took
place, would confound himfelf and his family with the
loweft in the kingdom. 'The earls of Warwic, and
Denbigh, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Waller,
Hollis, Mafley, Whitlocke, Mainard, Glyn, had em-
braced the fame fentiments. In the parliament, a confi-
derable majority, and a much greater in the nation, were
attached to the prefbyterian party; and it was only by
cunning and deceit at firft, and afterwards by military
violence, that the independents could entertain any hopes
of fuccefs.

THE earl of Manchefter, provoked at the impeach-
ment, which the king had lodged againft him, had long
forwarded the war with alacrity ; but, being a man of

C 3 humanity
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C H A P.humanity and good principles, the view of public cala=
Erib ities, and the profpet of a total fubverfion of govern=
1644, ment, began to moderate his ardor, and inclined him to

promote peace on any fafe or honourable terms. He was
even fufpeGed, in the field, not to have pufhed to the
utmoft againft the king the advantages, obtained by the
arms of the parliament ; and Cromwel, in the public de-
bates, revived the accufation, that this nobleman had
wilfully negleéted at Dennington-caftle 2 favourable op-
portunity of finithing the war by a total defeat of the
royalifts. ¢ I fhowed him evidently,” faid Cromwel,
¢ how this fuccefs might be obtained ; and only defired
¢ leave, with my own brigade of horfe, to charge the
¢¢ king’s army in their retreat ; leaving it in the earl’s
< choice, if he thought proper, to remain neuter with
¢¢ the reft of his forces: But, notwithftanding my im=-
¢ portunity, he pofitively refufed his confent ; and gave
¢¢ no other reafon but that, if we met with a defeat,
¢¢ there was an end of our pretenfions : We fhould all be
¢ rebels and traitors, and be executed and forfeited by
€ law ™ !”

MANCHESTER, by way of recrimination, informed the
parliament, that, at another time, Cromwel having pro-
pofed fome fcheme, to which it feemed improbable the
parliament would agree, he infifted and faid, Ay lord, if
you will_flick firm to honef? meny you fball find yourfelf at the
head of an army, which fball give law both to king and par=
liament.  * This difcourfe,” continued Manchefter,
¢¢ made the greater impreffion on me, becaufe I knew

the lieutenant-general to be a man of very deep de=

figns ; and he has even ventured to tell me, that it
¢ never would be well with England till I were Mr,
¢ Montague, and there were ne’er a lord or peer in the
kingdom . So full was Cromwel of thefe republican

(11
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proje¥s, that, notwithftanding his habits of profound Cl” A P,
. % vii,
diffimulation, he could not fo carefully guard his expref-—

y

{fions, but that fometimes his favourite notions would
efcape him,

THESE violent diffenfions brought matters to extre-
mity, and pufhed the independents to the execution of,
their defigns. The prefent generals, they thought, were
more defirous of protracting than finifhing the war; and
having entertained a fcheme for preferving ftill fome ba-
lance in the conftitution, they were afraid of entirely fub-
duing the king, and reducing him to a condition, where
he fhould not be intitled to afk any conceflions. A new
model alone of the army could bring compleat vitory to
the parliament, and free the nation from thofe calamities,
under which it laboured. But how to effet this project
was the difficulty. The authority, as well as merits, of
Effex was very great with the parliament. Not only he
had ferved them all along with the moft exact and fcru-
pulous honour : It was, in fome meafure, owing to his
popularity, that they had ever been enabled to levy an
army or make head againft the royal caufe, Manchefter,
Warwic, and the other commanders had likewife great
credit with the public ; nor were there any hopes of pre-
vailing over them, but by laying the plan of an oblique
and artificial attack, which would conceal the real pur-
pofe of their antagonifts. The Scots and Scottifh com-
miffioners, jealous of the progrefs of the independents,
were a new obftacle ; which, without the utmoit art and
fubtlety, it would be difficult to furmount®, The me-
thods, by which this intrigue was conduéted, are fo fin-
gular, and fthow fo fully the genius of the age, that we
fhall give a detail of them, as they are delivered by lord
Clarendon®.

¢ Clarendon, vol, Vi p» 562+ P Idem, ibid, p. 565,
Cs A FasT,
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CHAP, A FrasT, on the laft Wednefday of every month, had

the parliament at the beginning of thefe
commotions; and their preachers, on that day, were
careful to keep alive, by their vehement declamations,
the popular prejudices entertained againft the king, againft
prelacy, and againft popery. The king, that he might
combat the parliament with their own weapons, ap-
pointed likewife 2 monthly faft, when the people fhould
be inftructed in the duties of loyalty and of fubmiffion to
the higher powers ; and he chofe the fecond Friday of
every month for the devotion of the royaliftsd. It was
now propofed and carried in parliament, by the inde=~
pendents, that a new and more folemn faft fhould be
voted ; when they fhould implore the divine affiftance for
extricating them from thofe perplexities, in which they
were at prefent involved. On that day, the preachers,
after many political prayers, took care to treat of the
reigning divifions in the paf]iament, and afcribed them
entirely to the felfith ends, purfued by the members. In
the hands of thofe members, they faid, are lodged all
the confiderable commands of the army, all the lucrative
offices in the civil adminiftration : And while the nation
is falling every day into poverty, and groans under an
infupportable load of taxes; thefe men multiply poffef
fion on pofleffion, and will, in a little time, be mafters
of all the wealth of the kingdom. That fuch perfons,
who fatten on the calamities of their country, will ever
embrace any effectual meafure for bringing them to a
period, or enfuring final fuccefs to the war, cannot
re'afonably be expetted. Lingering expedients alone
will be purfued: And operations in the field concurring,
in the fame pernicious end, with deliberations in the ca-
pinet; civil commotions will, for ever, be perpetuated

§ Ruthworth, vol, vi, p. 364,
i
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in the nation. After exaggerating thefe diforders, the C
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minifters returned to their prayers; and befought the | ,

Lord, that he would take his own work.into his own
hand ; and if the inftruments, whom he had hitherto
employed, were not worthy to bring to a conclufion fo
glorious a defign, that he would infpire others more fit,
who might perfect what was begun, and by eftablithing
true religion, put a fpeedy period to the public miferies.

ON the day fubfequent to thefe devout animadverfions,
when the parliament met, a new {pirit appeared in the
looks of many. Sir Henry Vane told the commons, that,
if ever God appeared to them, it was in the ordinances
of yefterday : That, as he was credibly informed by
many, who had been prefent in different congregations,
the fame lamentations and difcourfes, which the godly
preachers had made before them, had been heard in
other churches : That fo remarkable a concurrence could
proceed only from the immediate operation of the Holy
Spirit : That he therefore intreated them, in vindication
of their own honour, in confideration of their duty to
God and their country, to lay afide all private ends, and
renounce every office, attended with profit or advantage :
That the abfence of fo many members, occupied in dif-
ferent employments, had rendered the houfe extremely
thin, and diminifthed the authority of their determina-
tions : And that he could not forbear, for his own part,
accufing himfelf as one who enjoyed a gainful office, that
of treafurer of the navy; and though he was poflefled of
it before the civil commotions, and owed it not to the
favour of the parliament, yet was he ready to refign it,
and to facrifice, to the welfare of his country, every con=
fideration of private intereft and advantage.

CroMwEL next acted his part, and commended the
preachers for having dealt with them plainly and impar-
tially, and told them of their errors, of which they were

fo
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Cc H A P. fo unwilling to be informed. Though they dwelt ont

LVII.

many things, he faid, on which he had never before re-
fleGed ; yet, upon revolving them, he could not but
confefs, that, till there were a perfet reformation in thefe
particulars, nothing which they undertook could pofiibly
profper. The parliament, no doubt, continued he, had
done wifely on the commencement of the war, in en=
gaging feveral of its members in the moft dangerous parts
of it; and thereby fatisfying the nation, that they in-
¢ended to fhare all hazards with the meaneft of the peo-
ple. Butaffairs are now changed. During the progrefs
of military operations, there have arifen, in the parlia-
mentary armies, many excellent officers, who are quali-
fied for higher commands than they are now poffefled of.
And though it becomes not men, engaged in fuch a
caufe, to put truft in the arm of flefb, yet he could affure
them, that their troops contained generals, fit to com-
mand in any enterprize in Chriftendom. The army
indeed, he was forry to fay it, did not correfpond, by its
difcipline, to the merit of the officers; nor were there
any hopes, till the prefent vices and diforders, which
prevail among the foldiers, were reprefled by a new
model, that their forces would ever be attended with
fignal fuccefs in any undertaking.

In oppofition to this reafoning of the independents,
many of the prefbyterians fhowed the inconvenience and
danger of the projected alteration. Whitlocke, in par-
ticular, a man of honour, who loved his country, though,
in every change of government, he always adhered to
the ruling power, faid, that, befides the ingratitude of
difcarding, and that by fraud and artifice, fo many noble
perfons, to whom the parliament had hitherto owed its
chief fupport ;, they would find it extremely difficult to
fupply the place of men, now formed by experience to
command and authority : That the rank alone, poffefled

2 by
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by fuch as were members of either houfe, prevented envy,C f’vﬁ B

retained the army in obedience, and gave weight to mili- ______

tary orders : That greater confidence might fafely be re- 1644

pofed in men of family and fortune, thanin mere adven-

turers, who would be apt to entertain feparate views

from thofe which were embraced by the perfons, who

employed them : That no maxim of policy was more un-

difputed, than the neceflity of preferving an infeparable

connexion between the civil and military powers, and of

retaining the latter in ftri¢t fubordination to the former :

That the Greeks and Romans, the wifeft and moft paf-

fionate lovers of liberty, had ever entrufted to their fena-

tors the command of armies, and had maintained an

unconquerable jealoufy of all mercenary forces: And

that fuch men alone, whofe interefts were involved in

thofe of the public, and who poffefled a vote in the civil

deliberations, would fufficiently refpect the authority of

parliament, and never could be tempted to turn the fword

againft thofe, by whom it was committed to themr.
NoTWITHSTANDING thefe reafonings, a committee Self.deny-

was chofen to frame what was called the Sey-denyz'ngli‘r;i:;di'

ordinance, by which the members of both houfes were

excluded from all civil and military employments, except

a few offices which were fpecified. This ordinance was

the fubjet of great debate, and, for a long time, rent

the parliament and city into factions. But, at laft, by

the prevalence of envy with fome; with others, of falfe

modefty; with a great many, of the republican and

independent views ; it pafled the houfe of commons,

and was fent to the upper houfe. The peers, though

the fcheme was, in part, levelled againft their order ;

though all of them were, at bottom, extremely averfe to

it; though they even ventured once to reject it; yet
poflefled fo little authority, that they durft not perfevere

£ Whitlocke, p, 214, 175. Rufh, vol, vii, p. 6,
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¢ H A P.in oppofing the refolution of the commons; and they
il thought it better policy, by an unlimited corx'lphance, te
1644, ward off that ruin, which they faw approaching®. The
ordinance, therefore, having pafled both houfes, Effex,
Warwic, Manchefter, Denbigh, Waller, Brereton, and

many others, refigned their commands, and received the

thanks of parliament for their good fervices. A penfior

of ten thoufand pounds a year was fettled on Effex.

Tt was agreed to recruit the army to 22,000 men ; and
Sir Thomas Fairfax was appointed generalt. It is re-
markable, that his commiffion did not run, like that of
Effex, in the name of the king and parliament, but in
that of the parliament alone: And the article concerning
the fafety of the king’s perfon was omitted. So much
had animofities encreafed between the parties®, Crom-
wel, being a member of the lower houfe, fhould have
been difcarded with the others; but this impartiality
would have difappointed all the views of thofe, who had
introduced the felf-denying ordinance. He was faved by
a fubtilty, and by that political craft, in which he was fo
eminent, At the time, when the other officers refigned
their commiffions, care was taken, that he fhould be fent
with a body of horfe; to relieve Taunton, befieged by
the royalifts. His abfence being remarked, orders were
difpatched for his immediate attendance in parliament;
and the new general was directed to employ fome other
officer in that fervice. A ready compliance was feigned ;
and the very day was named, on which, it was averred,
he would take his place in the houfe, But Fairfax,
having appointed a rendezvous of the army, wrote to the
parliament, and defired leave to retain, for fome days,
lieutenant-general Cromwel, whofe advice, he faid,

§643,

® Rufh. vol. vil. p.8. 15, ¢ Whidlocke, p,118. Rufh, vol. vi
P 7 u ‘Nhi(lotkE, Pe X330

would
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would be ufeful, in fupplying the place of thofe officers, € IHV]/} P.
who had refigned.  Shortly after, he begged, with much (__ ",
earneftnefs, that they would allow Cromwel to ferve that = 64s.
campaign ¥,  And thus the independents, though the
minority, prevailed by art and cunning over the prefby-
terians, and beftowed the whole military authority, in
appearance, upon Fairfax ; in reality, upon Cromwel.
Farrrax was a perfon equally eminent for courage Fairfax.

and for humanity; and though ftrongly infected with
prejudices or principles, derived from religious and party
zeal, he feems never, in the courfe of his public conduét,

;' to have been diverted, by private intereft or ambition,

] from adhering ftri&ly to thefe principles. Sincere in his

profeffions ; difinterefted in his views; open in his con-

1 duct; he had formed one of the moft thining chara&ters

, of the age; had not the extreme narrownefs of his genius,
in every thing but in war, and his embarraffed and confufed
elocution, on every occafion but when he gave orders,

i diminifhed the luftre of his merit, and rendered the part,

which he aéted, even when vefted with the fupreme

command, but fecondary and fubordinate,

d CromwEL, by whofe fagacity and infinuation Fairfax Cromwek
" was entirely governed, is one of the moft eminent and
! moft fingular perfonages, that cccurs in hiftory : The
3 ftrokes of his charalter are as open and ﬁrongly marked,
as the fchemes of his condu& were, during the time,
i dark and impenetrable. His extenfive capacity enabled
¥ him to form the moft enlarged proje&ts: His enterprizing
genius was not difmayed with the boldeft and moft dan-
! gerous. Carried, by his natural temper, to magnanimity,
! to grandeur, and to an imperious and domineering
policy ; he yet knew, when neceffary, to employ the
moft profound diffimulation, the moft oblique and refined

¥ Clarendon, vol, v p: 629, 630, Whitlocke, p, 141,

artifice,
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C H A P. artifice, the femblance of the greateft moderation and

LVII.

\ , fimplicity.

1645,

Treaty of
Uxbridge.

A friend to juftice, though his public con-
du@ was one, continued violation of it devoted to reli=
gion, though he perpetually employed it as the inftru=
ment of his ambition ; he was engaged in crimes from
the profpeét of fovereign power, 2 temptation which is;
in general, irrefiftible to human nature. And by ufing
well that authority, which he had attained by fraud and
violence, he has leflened, if not overpowered, our detef=
tation of his enormities, by our admiration of his fuccefs
and of his genius.

DurinG this important tranfaction of the felf-denying
ordinance, the negociations for peace were likewife car=
ried on, though with finall hopes of fuccefs. The king
having fent two meilages, one from Evetham'*, anothet
from Taviftoke 7, defiring a treaty, the parliament dif=
patched commiffioners to Oxford, ‘with propofals, as
high as if they had obtained a compleat viGtoryz. 'The
advantages gained during the campaign, and the great
diftrefles of the royalifts, had much elevated their hopes;
and they were refolved to repofe no truft in men, en<
flamed with the higheft animofity againft them, and whoy
were they poflefled of power, were fully authorized by
law, to punifh all their opponents as rebels and traitors.

THE king, when he confidered the propofals and the
difpofition of the parliament, could not expect any
accommodation, and had no profpe& but of war, or of
total fubmiflion and fubjection: Yet, in order to fatisfy
his own party, who were impatient for peace, he agreed
to fend the duke of Richmond and earl of Southampton,
with an anfwer to the propofals of the parliament, and
at the fame time to defire a treaty upon their mutual
demands and pretenfions®, It now became neceflary for

x ath of July; 1644. ¥ 8th of Sept. 1644, z Dugdale;
p: 737- Ruth. vol. vi. p. 850, a Whitlucke, p. 110,
him
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o

him to retra& his former declaration, that the two houfes € I?V:AI,I).
at Weftminfter were not a free parliament; and accord- ( mmy
ingly, he was induced, though with great reluctance, to 645
give them, in his anfwer, the appellation of the parlia-

| ment of England®. But it appeared afterwards, by a

letter, which he wrote to the queen, and of which a

copy was taken at Nafeby, that he fecretly entered an

explanatory proteft in his council-book; and he pre-

tended, that, though he had called them the parliament,

i he had not thereby acknowledged them for fuche. This
fubtlety, which has been frequently objected to Charles,

i is the moft noted of thofe very few inftances, from
4 which the enemies of this prince have endeavoured to
! load him with the imputation of infincerity ; and have

Kl inferred, that the parliament could repofe no confidence
in his profefions and declarations, not even in his laws

a2 and ftatutes. There is, however, it muft be confefled,
e a difference univerfally avowed between fimply giving to
at men the appellation, which they aflume; and the formal
5| acknowledgement of their title to it; nor is any thing
e more common and familiar in all public tranfaétions.

b THE time and place of treaty being fettled, fixteen soth Jan.
y commiffioners from the king met at Uxbridge with twelve
authorized by the parliament, attended by the Scottith
commiffioners. It was agreed, that the Scottifh and par-
liamentary commiffioners fhould give in their demands

d with regard to three important articles, religion, the
2 militia, and Ireland; and that thefe fhould be fuc-
b Whitlocke, p. 111. Dugdale, p. 748. ¢ His werds are,

As for my calling thofe at London a parliament, I fhall refer thee-to Digby
for particular fatisfaétion; this in general: If there had been but two

€.

&

-

3

befides myfelf; of my opinion, I had not doneit; and the argument, that
prevailed with me was, that the calling did no ways acknowledge them to

il ¢ be a parliament ; upon which condition and confiruétion I did it, and no
<

1

-

-

otherwife; and accordingly it is regifiered in the council books, with the
council’s unanimous approbation.””  The king’s cabinet opened. Rufh,
vol. Vi, P 943¢

56

ceflively
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C H A P. ceflively difcufled in conference with the king’s com=

LVII.

1645.

It was foon found impracticable to come
to any agreement with regard to any of thefe arti=
cles.

In the fummer 1643, while the negotiations were car=
ried on with Scotland, the parliament had {fummoned an
affembly at Weftminfter, confifting of 121 divines and
30 laymen, celebrated in their party for piety and learns
ing, By their advice, alterations were made in the thirty=
nine articles, or in the metaphyfical dotrines of the
church ; and, what was of greater importance, the li-
turgy was entirely abolithed, and, in its ftead, 2 new
dire&ory for worfhip was eftablithed ; by which, fuitably
to the fpirit of the puritans, the utmoft liberty, both in
praying and preaching, was indulged to the public
teachers. By the folemn league and covenant, epifcopacy
was abjured, as deftru@ive of all true piety; and a
national engagement, attended with every circumftance,
that could render a promife facred and obligatory, was
entered into with the Scots, never to fuffer its re-admif=
fion. All thefe meafures fhowed little fpirit of accoms
modation in the parliament; and the king’s commiffione
ers were not furprized to find the eftablifhment of pref-
bytery and the directory pofitively demanded, together
with the fubfcription of the covenant, both by the king
and kingdom €.

Hap

d Whitlocke, p. 121. Dugdale, p. 758, ¢ Such love of con-
tradi€tion prevailed in the parliament, that they had converted Chriftmas,
which, with the churchmen, was a great feftival, into a folemn faft and
humiliation; ¢ In order,” as they faid, ¢ that it might call to remem-
¢ brance our fins and the fins of our forefathers, who, pretending to cele-
¢ brate the memory of Chrift, have turned this feaft into an extreme for-
¢ getfulnefs of him, by giving liberty to carnal and fenfual dclights."
Ruth. vol. vi. p. 817. Itis remarkable, that, as the parliament abolifhed
all holy days, and feverely prohibited all amufement on the fabbath; and
even burned, by the hands of the hangman, the king’s book of fports; the

: nation
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HAD Charles been of a difpefition to negle&t all theo-C i"vi{\I.P'
legical controverfy ; he yet had been obliged, in good «— —o
policy, to adhere to epifcopal jurifdiétion, not on'y 3645
becaufe it was favourable to monarchy, but becaufe all
his adherents were paflionately devoted to it; and to
abandon them, in what they regarded as fo important an
| article, was for ever to relinquifh their friendfhip and
. affiftance;- -But Charles had never attained fuch enlarged
principles. He deemed bilhops effential to the very
; being of a chriftian church; and he thought himfelf
bound, by more facred ties, than thofe of policy, or even
of honour, to the {fupport of that order. His conceffions

T: therefore, on this head, he judged fuflicient, when he

; agreed, that an indulgence fhould be given to tender

¢

f nation found, that there was no time left for relaxation or diverfion. Upon

' application, therefore, of the fervantsanda ntices, the parliament appoint- |

| ed the fecond Tuefday of every month for play and recreation.  Rusb. vol. viis 13

) p. 460, Whbitlocke, p, 247. But thefe infiitutions, they found great diffi- il

S culty to execute ; and the people were refolved to be merry when they them- 1|11

[ felves pleafed, not when the parliament fhould prefcribe ‘it to them, The ifite

g keeping of Chriftmas holy-days was long 2 great mark of malignancy, and i H

I very feverely cenfured by the commons, Whitlocke, p» 286. - Even minced i

e pyes, which cuftom bad made a Chrifimas dith among the churchmen, was re- i ga
garded, during that feafon, as a profane and fuperftitious viand by the feta- i ,

ries ; though at other times it agreed very well with their flomachs, In the
parliamentary ordinance too, for the obfervance of the fabbath, they inferted
a claufe for the taking down of may-poles, which they called a heathenifh

I

vanity, Since we are upon this fubject, it may not be amifs to mention,

e

that, befide fetting apart Sunday for the ordinances, as they called them;

the godly had regular meetings on the Thur{days for refolving cafes of con=
fcience, and conferring about their progrefs in grace. What they

e
chiefly anxious about, was the fixing the precife moment of their converfion
or new birth ; and whoever could not afcertain fo difficult a point of calen=

lation, could not pretend to any title to faintfhip, The profane fcholars at
Oxford, after the parliamént became mafters of that town, gave to the
houfe, in which the zealots affembled, the denomination’ of Scruple Shopz
The zealots, in their turn, infolted the fcholars and profeffors ; and, in-

S e o

truding into the place of le€tures, declaimed againft human learning, and

l challenged the moft knowing of them to prove that their calling was from
f Chrift. See Wood’s Fafti Oxonienf¢s, p. 740,

Vo, VII, D confciences

22
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C.H A P. confciences with regard to ceremonics ; that the bifhops
‘e~ fhould exercife no a& of jurifdiction or ordination, withe

out the confent and counfel of fuch prefbyters as {hould
be chofen by the clergy of each diocefe ; that they fhould
refide conftantly in their diocefe, and be bound to preach
every Sunday ; that pluralities be abolifhed ; that abufes
in ecclefiaftical courts be redreffed ; and that a hundred
thoufand pounds be levied on the bithops’ eftates and
the chapter lands, for payment of debts contraéted by
the parliamentf. Thefe conceflions, though confider-
able, gave no fatisfaction to the parliamentary commif-
fioners ; and, without abating any thing of their rigour on
this head, they proceeded to their demands with regard
to the militia.

THE king’s partizans had all along maintained, that
the fears and jealoufies of the parliament, after the fecu=
rities fo early and eafily given to public liberty, were
either feigned or groundlefs ; and that no human infti-
tution could be better poized and adjufted, than was now
the government of England. By the abolition of the
ftar-chamber and court of high commiffion, the preroga-
tive, they faid, has loft all that coercive power, by which
it had formerly fupprefled or endangered liberty: By the
eftablithment of ' triennial parliaments, it can have ne
leifure to acquire new powers, or guard itfelf, during any
time, from the infpection of that vigilant affembly : By
the flender revenue of the crown, no king can ever attain
fuch influence as to procure a repeal of thefe falutary
ftatutes : And while the prince commands no military
force, he will in vain, by violencey attempt an infringe-
ment of laws, fo clearly defined by means of late dif-
putes, and fo paflionately cherifhed by all. bis fubjeds.
In this fituation furely, the nationy governed by fo vir-
tuous a monarch, may, for the prefent, remain in tran-

¥ Dugdale, p. 779, 730,

quillity,
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quillity, and try, whether it be not poffible, by peaceful C H S
arts, to elude that danger, with which, it is pretended, \__V__;
its liberties are ftill threatened. 1645+
But though the royalifts infilted on thefe plaufible
topics, before the commencement of war, they were
obliged to own, that the progrefs of civil commotions
had fomewhat abated the force and evidence of this rea-
foning. If the power of the militia, faid the oppofite
patty, be entrufted to the king, it would not now be dif-
ficult for him to abufe that authority. By the rage of
inteftine difcord, his partizans are inflamed .into an ex-
| tremé hatred againft their antagonifts; and have con-
i tralted, no doubt, fome prejudices againft popular privi-
leges, which, in their apprehenfion, have been the fource
t of fo much diforder. Were the arms of the ftate, there=-
: fore, put entirely into fuch hands; what public fecurity,
‘ it may be demanded, can be given to liberty, or what
private fecurity to thofe, who, in oppofition to the letter

i of the law, have fo generouily ventured their lives in its
e defence? In compliance with this apprehenfion, Charles
i offered, that the arms of the ftate fhould be entrufted,
o during three years, to twenty commiffioners, who thould
tt be named, either by common agreément between him
¥ and the parliament, or one half by him, the other by the
0 parliament. And, after the expiration of that term, he
b infifted, that his conftitutional authority over the militia

0 fhould again return to hime,

THE parliamentary commiffioners at firft demanded,
that the power of the fword fhould for ever be entrufted
to {uch perfons, as the parliament alone thould appoint b:
But afterwards, they relaxed fo far, as to require that
authority only for feven years; after which it was not
to return to the king, but to be fettled by bill, or by
common agreement between him and his parliament’.

£ Dugdale, p. 798, b Ibid. p. 791, i Ibid. p. 820,
D2 The
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The king’s’ commiflioners afked, Whether jealoufies and
fears were all on one fide, and whether the prince, from
fuch violent attempts ;and pretenfions as he had experi-
enced, had not, at leaft, as great reafon to entertain ap-
prehenfions for his authority, as they for their liberty 2
Whether there were any equity, in fecuring only one
party, and leaving the other, during the fpace of feven
years, entirely at the mercy of their enemies ? W hether,
if unlimited power were entrufted to the parliament
during fo long a period, it would not be eafy for them to
frame the fubfequent bill in the manner moft agrecable to
themfelves, and keep for ever pofleflion of the fword, as
well as of every article of civil power and jurifdi&ion ¥ 2

Tue truth is, after the commencement of war, it was
very difficult, if not impoffible, to find fecurity for both
parties, efpecially for that of the parliament. - Amidft
fuch violent animofities, power alone could enfure fafety 5
and the power of one fide was neceflarily attended with
danger to the other. Few or no inftances occur in hif-
tory of an equal, peaceful, and durable accommodation,
that has been concluded between two faGions, which had
been enflamed into civil war.

WirtH regard to Ireland, there were no greater hopes
of agreement between the parties. The parliament de-
manded, that the truce with the rebels fhould be declared
null ; that the management of the war thould ‘be given
over entirely to the parliament; and that after the con-

, queft of Ireland, the nomination of the lord lieutenant

and of the judges, or in other words the fovercignty of
that kingdom, fhould likewife remain in their hands.
WuaT rendered an accommodation more defperate
was, that the demands on thefe three heads, how-
ever exorbitant, were acknowledged, by the parliamen=
tary commiffioners, to be nothing but preliminaries.

k Dugdale, p. 877+ ! Ibid. p. 826, 827,
After
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proceed to the difcuffion of thofe other demands, ftill
more exorbitant, which, a little before, had been tranf-
mitted to the king at Oxford. Such ignominious terms
were there infifted on, that worfe could fcarcely be de-
manded, were Charles totally vanquifhed, a prifoner,
and in chains. The king was required to attaint and
except from a general pardon, forty of the moft confider-
able of his Englith fubjects, and nineteen of his Scottifh,
together with all popith recufants in both kingdoms,
who had born arms for him. It was infifted, that forty-
eight more, with all the members who had fitten in either
houfe at Oxford, all lawyers and divines who had em-
braced the king’s party, fhould be rendered incapable of
any office, be forbidden the exercife of their profeffion, be
prohibited from coming within the verge of the court,
and forfeit the third of their eftates to the parliament. It
was required, that whoever had borne arms for the king,
fhould forfeit the tenth of their eftates, or if that did not
fuffice, the fixth, for the payment of public debts. As
if royal authority were not fufficiently annihilated by fuch
terms, it was demanded, that the court of wards thould
be abolifhed ; that all the confiderable officers of the
crown, and all the judges, fhould be appointed by par-
liament ; and that the right of peace and war fhould not
be exercifed without the confent of that affembly ™. - The
prefbyterians, it muft be confefled, after infifting on fuch
conditions, differed only in words from the independents,
who required the eftablifhment of a pure republic.  When
the debates had been carried on to no purpofe, during
twenty days, among the commiffioners, they feparated,
and returned ; thofe of the king, to Oxford, thofe of the
parliament, to London.

m Rufh, vol, vi. p. 850, Dugdale, p. 737.
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CHAP. A pritrLe before the commencement of this fruitlefs

LVII. . H
© = __treaty, a deed was executed by the parliament, which
1645.  proved their determined refolution to yield nothing, but
to proceed in the fame violent and imperious manner,
~ with which they had, at firft, entered on thefe dangerous
f}‘i‘:‘uf“ enterprizes. Archbifhop Laud, the moft favoured mini=
{ter of the king, was brought to the fcaffold; and in this
inftance, the public might fee, that popular affemblies,
as, by their very number, they are, in a great meafure,
exempt from the reftraint of {hame, fo, when they alfo
overleap the bounds of law, naturally break out into

%@s of the greateft tyranny and injuftice. g
Frowm the time, that Laud had been committed, the
houfe of commons, engaged in enterprizes of greatci,‘
moment, had found no leifure to finifh his impeachment 3
and he had patiently endured fo long an imprifonment,
without being brought to any trial. After the union with
Scotland, the bigotted prejudices of that nation revived
the like fpirit in England ; and the feckaries refolved to
gratify their vengeance in the punifbment of this prelate,'
who had fo leng, by his authority, and by the execution
of penal laws, kept their zealous fpirit under confine-
ment. He was accufed of high treafbn, in endeavouring
to fubvert the fundamental laws, and of other high
grimes and mifdemeanors. The fame illegality of an'
accumulative crime and a conftruétive evidence,' which
appeared in the cafe of Strafford ; the fame violence and
iniquity in conduéting the trial, are confpicuous through-‘
out the whole courfe of this profecution, The ground-
lgfs charge of popery, though bel;ied by his whole l}fé
and condud, was continually urged agéinf’c the prifoner
?::i;‘iefyﬁeff;’f ren{d;rcd l_l.npardonable by this imputation,
e W:*‘S ’;I}Tiio; to imply the h_exght of all enor-
mities. ¢¢ This man, my lords,” faid ferjeant Wilde,
= ~ concluding
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eoncluding his long fpeech againft him, ¢ is like Naa-C Ev?x P.

¢ man the Syrian; a great man, but a leper®.”

WE fhall not enter into a detail of this matter, which,
at prefent, feems to admit of little controverfy. It fuf~
fices to fay, that, after a long trial, and the examination
of above a hundred and fifty witnefles, the commons
found fo little likelihood of obtaining a judicial fentence
againft Laud, that they were obliged to have recourfe to
their legiflative authority, and to pafs an ordinance for
taking away the life of this aged prelate. Notwith-
ftanding the low condition, into which the houfe of
peers was fallen, there appeared fome intention of re_
je&ing this ordinance; and the popular leaders were
again obliged to apply to the multitude, and to eXtina
guifh, by threats of new tumults, the fmall remains of
liberty, poflefled by the upper houfe. Seven peers alone
voted in this important queftion. The reft, either from
fhame or fear, took care to abfent themfelves 2,

Laup, who had behaved during his trial with fpiric
and vigor of genius, funk not under the horrors of his ex<
ecution ; but though he had ufually profefled himfelf ap=
prehenfive of a violent death, he found all his fears to
be diffipated before that fuperior courage, by which he
was animated. ¢ No one,” faid he, ¢ can be more wil=
¢ ling to fend me out of life, than I am defirous to go.”
Even upon the fcaffold, and during the intervals of his
prayers, he was harafled and molefted by Sir John Clot=
worthy, a zealot of the reigning fect, and a great leader
in the lower houfe: This was the time he chofe for ex-
amining the principles of the dying primate, and tre-
paning him into a confeffion, that he trufted, for his fal-
vation, to the merits of good works, not to the death of
the Redeemer?. Having extricated himfelf from thefe

n Ruth, vol, vi. p. 830. ® Warwick, p. 16g.
? Rufh, vol, vi, p. 838, 839,

D theo-

1645.

M,




40

C H AP
LVII,
L oo e

16}15‘

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

theological toils, the archbifhop laid his head on the
block ; and it was fevered from the body at one blow %
Thofe religious opinions, for which he fuffered, con-
tributed, no doubt, to the courage and conftancy of his
end. Sincere he undoubtedly was, and however mif-
giided, actuated by pious motives in all his purfuits;
and‘it'is to be regretted, thata man of fuch fpirit, who
conduced "his enterprizes with fo much warmth and
induftry, had not entertained more enlarged views, and
embraced principles more favourable to the general hap-
pinefs of fociety.

Tue great and important advantage, which the party
gained by Strafford’s death, may, in fome degree, palli-
ate the iniquity of the fentence pronounced againft him
But the execution of this old infirm prelate, who had fo
long remained an inoffenfive prifoner, can be afcribed to
nothing but vengeance and bigotry in thofe fevere religion=
ifts, by whom the parliament was entirely governed.
That he deferved 2 better fate was not queftioned by any
reafonable man: The degree of his merit, in other
refpeéts, was difputed. Some accufed him of recom=
mending flavith do&trines, of promoting perfecution, and
of encoutaging fuperftition 3 while others thought, that
his condud, in thefe three particulars, would admit of
apology-andextenuation.

Tuat the ltter of the law, as much as the moft
flaming court-fermon, inculcates paflive obedience, is
apparent: And though the fpirit of a limited govern-
ment- feems to require, in extraordinary cafes, fome
mitigation of fo rigorous a dorine; it muft be con-
fefled, that the preceding genius of the Englifh confti-
tution had rendered a miftake in this particular very natu-
ral and excufable. To infli&t death at leaft on thofs,
who depart from the exact line of truth in thefe nice

9 3ath of July, 1644,
: queftiors g
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queftions; fo far from being favourable to national li-C E\’z]%[ A
berty ; favours ftrongly of the fpirit of tyranny and pro- ey
{cription. 1645.
TovrErATION had hitherto been fo little the principle
of any- chriftian fe&, that even the catholics, the rem-
nant of the religion profeffed by their fore-fathers, could
not obtain from the Englifh the leaft indulgence. This
very houfe of commons, in their famous remonftrance,
took care to juftify themfelves, as from the higheft impu-
tation, from any intention to relax the golden reins of
difcipline, as they called them, or to grant any tolera-
, tion *: And the enemies of the church were fo fair from
the beginning, as not to lay claim to liberty of confcience,
which they called a toleration for foul murder. They

) openly challenged the fuperiority, and even menaced the
) eftablifhed church with that perfecution, which they after-

wards exercifed againft her with fuch feverity. And if
: the queftion be confidered in the view of policy ; though
y a fect, already formed and advanced, may, with good
l reafon, demand a toleration ; what title had the puritans

to this indulgence, who were juft on the point of fepa-
ration from the church, and whom, it might be hoped,
I fome wholefome and legal feverities would fill retain in
T obedience ¢ ?

WHATEVER ridicule, to a philofophical mind, may
be thrown on pious ceremonies, it muft be confefled,

U o T Y e

‘ that, during a very religious age, no inftitutions can be
| more advantageous to the rude multitude, and tend more
to mollify that fierce and gloomy fpirit of devotion, to
I

which they are fubje&. Even the Englith church, though
it had retained a fhare of popith ceremonies, may juftly
be thought too naked and unadorned, and #ill to ap-
; proach too near the abftra& and fpiritual religion of the

puritans.  Laud and his affociates, by reviving a few

§ Nalfon, vol, ii, p. 705, § See note [A] at the end of the volume,

5] primitive
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of the firft reformers, and prefented to the affrightened
and aftonifhed mind, fome fenfible, exterior obfervances;
which might occupy it during its religious exercifes, and
abate the violence of its difappointed efforts. The
thought, no longer bent on that divine and myfterious
eflence, fo fuperior to the narrow capacities of mankind,
was able, by means of the new model of devotion, to
relax itfelf in the contemplation of pictures, poftures,
veftments, buildings; and all the fine arts, which minif-
ter to religion, thereby received additional encouragement,
The primate, it is true, condu&ed this fcheme, not with
the enlarged fentiments and cool refleétion of a legiflator,
but with the intemperate zeal of a feGary ; and by over-
looking the circumftances of the times, ferved rather to
enflame that religious fury, which he meant to reprefs.
But this blemifh is more to be regarded as a general im-
putation on the whole age, than any particular failing of
Laud’s; and it is fufficient for his vindication to obferve,
that his errors were the moft excufable of all thofe, which
prevailed during that zealous period.
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VIII.

WHILE the king’s affairs declined in England,c H A

fome events happened in Scotland, which feemed
to promife him a more profperous iffue of the quarrel.

1645.

BeroRrE the commencement of thefe civil diforders, Montrofe's
the earl of Montrofe, 2 young nobleman of a diftin- viftores:

guithed family, returning from his travels, had been in-
troduced to the king, and had made an offer of his fer-
vices ; but by the infinuations of the marquefs, after-
wards duke of Hamilton, who poffefled much of Charles’s
confidence, he had not been received with that diftinc-
tion, to which he thought himfelf juftly entitled . Dif-
gufted with this treatment, he had forwarded all the
violence of the covenanters; and agreeably to the natu-
ral ardour of his genius, he had employed himfelf, dur-
ing the firk Scottifh infurre@ion, with great zeal as well
as fuccefs, in levying and conducting their armies. Be-
ing commiflioned by the Tables to wait upon the king,
while the royal army lay at Berwic, he was fo gained by
the civilities and carefles of that monarch, that he thence-
forth devoted himfelf entirely, though fecretly, to his
fervice, and entered into a clofe correfpondence with

t Nalfon, Intr, p. 63,
him.
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him. In the fecond infurrection, a great military com=
mand was entrufted to him by the covenanters 3 and he
was the firft that paffed the Tweed, at the head of their
troops, in the invafion of England. He found means,
however, foon after to convey 2 letter to the king : And
by the infidelity of fome about that prince; Hamilton,
a5 was fufpeted ; a copy of this letter was fent to Leven,
the Scottifh general. Being accufed of treachery, and a
correfpondence with the enemy Montrofe openly avowed
the letter ; and afked the generals, if they dared to call
their fovereign an enemy : And by this bold and mag-
nanimous behaviour, he efcaped the danger of an imme-
diate profecution. As he was now fully known to’be of
the royal party, he no longer concealed his principles 3
and he endeavoured to draw thofe, who had entertained
like fentiments, into a bond of affociation for his mafter’s
fervice. ‘Though thrown into prifon for this enterprize?,
and detained fome time, he was not difcouraged ; but
@il continued, by his countenance and protection, to
infufe fpirit into the diftrefled royalifts. Among other
perfons of diftin&tion, who united themfelves to him,
was lord Napier of Merchifton, fon of the famous inven-
tor of the logarithms, the perfon to whom the title of 2
GREAT MAN is more juftly due, than to any other,
whom his country ever produced.

TuERE was in Scotland another party, who, profeffing
equal attachment to the king’s fervice, pretended only to
differ with Montrofe about the means of attaining the
{ame end ; and of that party, duke Hamilton was the
leader. This nobleman had caufe to be extremely de-
voted to the king, not only by reafon of the connexion of

u Tt is not improper to take notice of a miftake committed by Clarendon,
much to the difadvantags of this gailant nobleman ; that he offered the kings
when his majefty was in Scotland, to affaflinate Argyle, All the time the
king was in Scotland, Montrofe was confined to prifon, Rufh, yol, vis
p- 9%0,

blood,
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blood, which united him to the royal family; but on CL?’I}I\I P
account of the great confidence and favour, with which i

he had ever been honoured by his mafter. Being accufed  164s.
by lord Rae, not without fome appearance or probability,
of a confpiracy againft the king ; Charles was fo far from
harbouring f{ufpicion againft him, that, the very firft time
Hamilton came to court, he received him into his bed-
chamber, and paffed alone the night with him¥. But
fuch was the duke’s unhappy fate or condué, that he
efcaped not the imputation of treachery to his friend and
fovereign ; and though he at laft facrificed his life in the
king’s fervice, his integrity ‘and fincerity have not been

f thought by hiftorians entirely free from blemith. Perhaps,
3 (and this is the more probable opinion) the fubtilties and
i refinements of his condu& and his temporizing maxims,
s though accompanied with good intentions, have been the
; chief caufe of a fufpicion, which hasnever yet been either
¢ fully proved or refuted. As much as the bold and vivid
0 {pirit of Montrofe prompted him to enterprizing mea-
¢ fures, as much was the cautious temper of Hamilton in-
n clined to fuch as were moderate and dilatory, While
e the former foretold, that the Scottith covenanters were
i fecretly forming an union with the Englith parliament,
e and inculcated the neceflity of preventing them by fome

vigorous undertaking ; the latter ftill infifted, that every
fuch: attempt would precipitate them into meafures, to
which, otherwife, they were not, perhaps, inclined.:
After the Scottifh convention was fummoned without the
;) King’s authority, the former exclaimed, that their intene
it tions were now vifible, and that, if fome unexpected
» blow were not ftruck, to diffipate them, ‘they would arm
the whole nation againft the king ; the latter maintained
the poflibility of outvoting the difaffe&ed party, and
fecuring, by peaceful means, the allegiance of the
kingdom*. Unhappily for- the royal caufe, Hamilton’s

W Nalfon, vol, ii. p. 683. X Clarendon, vol. iii, p. 380, 381.
Hy Rufh; vol, vi. p. g80, Withart, €ap. 2,
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reprefentations met with more credit from the king and
queen, than thofe of Montrofe; and the covenanters
were allowed, without interruption, to proceed in all
their hoftile meafures. Montrofe then haftened to Oxford ;
where his invectives againft Hamilton’s treachery, con=
curring with the general prepoffeffion, and fupported by
the unfortunate event of his counfels, were entertained
with univerfal approbation. Influenced by the clamour
of his party, more than his own fufpicions, Charles, as
foon as Hamilton appeared, fent him prifoner to Pen-
dennis caftle in Cornwall. His brother, Laneric, who
was alfo put under confinement, found means to make
his efcape, and to fly into Scotland.

TaEe king’s ears were now open to Montrofe’s coufi=
fels, who propofed none but the boldeft and moft daring,
agreeably to the defperate ftateof the royal caufe in Scot-
land. Though the whole nation was fubjeéted by the
covenanters, though great armies were kept on foot by
them, and every place guarded by a vigilant adminiftra-
tion ; he undertook, by his own credit, and that of the
few friends, who remained to the king, to raife fuch
commotions, as would foon oblige the malcontents to
recal thofe forees, which had fo fenfibly thrown the ba~
lance in favour of the parliament’, Not difcouraged
with the defeat at Marfton-moor, which rendered it
impofiible for him to draw any fuccour from England;
he was content to ftipulate with the earl of Antrim, a
nobleman of lreland, for fome fupply of men from that
country. And he himfelf, changing his difguifes and
paffing through many dangers, arrived in Scotland ; where
he lay concealed in the borders of the Highlands, and
fecretly prepared the minds of his partizans for attempte
ing fome great enterprize

y Wifhart, cap. 3. 2 Clarendop, vols v po 618, Rufh, vol. vie
p. 982, Withart, cap. 4

No




oo

>

CHARLES I

47

No fooner were the Irih Janded, though not exceed-C H A p,

ing eleven hundred foot, very ill armed, than Montrofe
declared himfelf, and entered upon that fcene of ation,
which has rendered his name fo celebrated. About eight
hundred of the men of Athole flocked to his ftandard.
Five hundred men more, who had been levied by the
covenanters, were perfuaded to embrace the royal caufe :
And with this combined force, he haftened to attack lord
Elcho, who lay at Perth with an army of 6000 men,
affembled upon the firft news of the Irith invafion. Mon-
trofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided with horfe,
ill. fupplied with arms and ammunition, had nothing to
depend on, but the courage, which he himfelf, by his
own example, and the rapidity of his enterprizes, fhould
infpire into his raw foldiers. Having received the fire of
the enemy, which was anfwered chiefly by a volley of
ftones, he rufthed amidft them with his fword drawn,
threw. them into confuffon, pufhed. his advantage; and
obtained a complete vitory, with the flaughter of two
thoufand of ' the covenanterss,

TH1s: viftory, though it augmented the renown of
Montrofe, encreafed not his power or numbers. The
far: greater partof the kingdom was extremely attached to
the covenant ; and' fuch: as: bore an affeGtion to the royal
caufe, were terrified by the eftablithed authority of the
oppofite party. Dreading the fuperior power of Argyle,
who; having joined his vaflals to a force levied by the
public, was approaching with a confiderable army; Mon-
trofe. haftened northwards, in order to rouze again the
marquefs of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having
before haftily taken arms, had been inftantly fupprefled by
the covenanters. He was joined on his march by the earl
of Airly, with his two younger fons, Sir Thomas and
Sir David Ogilvy: The eldeft was, at that time, a

3 1R of September, 1644« Ruth. vol. vi p 983. Wifhart, cap. s.
prifoner
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C H A P, prifoner with the enemy. He attacked at Aberdeen the
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lord Burley, who commanded a force of 2500 mens
After a fharp combat, by his undaunted courage, which,
in his fituation, was true policy, and was alfo not un«
accompanied with military {kill, he put the enemy to
flight, and in the purfuit did great execution upon them?®

But by this fecond advantage, he obtained not the
end, which he expeéted. The envious nature of Hunt-
ley, jealous of Montrofe’s glory, rendered him averfe to
join an army, where he himfelf muft be fo much eclipfed
by the {uperior merit of the general. Argyle, re-inforced
by the earl of Lothian, was behind him with a great
army: The militia of the northern counties, Murray,
Rofs, Caithnefs, to the number of 5000 men, oppofed
him in front, and guarded the banks of the Spey, a deep
and rapid river.  In order to elude thefe numerous armies,
he turned afide into the hills; and faved his weak, but
a&ive troops, in Badenoch. After fome marches and
counter-marches, Argyle came up with him at Faivy-
caftle. ‘This noblemen’s characer, though celebrated
for political courage and condu&, was very low for mili-
tary prowefs; and after fome fkirmifhes, in which he was
worfted, he here allowed Montrofe to efcape him. By
quick marches, through thefe inacceflible mountains, that
general freed himfelf from the fuperior forces of the
covenanters.

SucH was the fituation of Montrofe, that very good
or very ill fortune was equally deftructive to him, and
diminithed his army. After every vi&ory, his foldiers,
greedy of fpoil, but deeming the fmalleft acquifition to
be unexhaufted riches, deferted in great numbers, and
went home to fecure the treafures, which they had. ac-
quired. ‘Tired too, and fpent with hafty and long
marches, in the depth of winter, through {fnowy mouns=

b 11th of September, 1644, Rufh, vol, vi, p. 983, Withart, cap. 7+
tains
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v, they fell off, and C H-A P.
bt LVIIIL
left their general almoft alone with the Irifh, who,, hav- .

tains unprovided with every necef

ing no place, to which they could retire, fill adhered to 1645
him i in every fortune,

WirH thefe, and fome reinforcements of the Athole~
men, and Mncdonalus whom he had recalled, Montrofe
fell fuddenly upon Argyle’s country, and let loofe upon
it all the rage of war; carrying off” the cattle, burning
the houfes, and putting the inhabitants to the fword,
‘This feverity, by which Montrofe fullied his vitories,
was the refult of private animofity againft the chieftain,
as much as of zeal for the public caufe. Argyle, col-
leéting three thoufand men, marched in queft of the
enemy, who had retired with their plunder; and he lay
at Innerlochy, fuppofing himfelf ftill at a confiderable
diftance from them. The earl of Seaforth, at the head
of the garrifon of' Invernefs, who were veteran foldiers,
joined to 5000 new levied troops of the northern coun-
ties, prefled the royalifts on the other fide, and threat-
ened them with inevitable deftruion. Bya quick and
unexpected march, Montrofe haftened to Inrerlochy, and
prefented himfelf in order of battle, before the mr;.-nfcd,
but not affrightened, covenanters. Argyle alone, feized
with a panic, deferted his army, who ftill maintained
their ground, and gave battle to the royalifts. After a
vigorous refiftance, they were defeated, and purfued with 2d Feb,
great flaughter . And the power of the Campbells (that
is Argyle’s name) being thus broken; the highlanders,
who were in general well-affeted to the royal caufe,
segan to join Montrofe’s camp, in great numbers.  Sea-
forth’s army difperfed of itfelf, at the very terror of his
name. And lord Gordon, eldeft fon of Huntley, having
efcaped from his uncle Argyle, who had hitherto de-
tained him, now joined Montrofe, with no contemptible

¢ Ruth, vol. vi. p. 985, Withart, cap. 8,
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€ H A P. nuymber of his followers, attended by his brother, the

\__\f__Jearl of Aboine.

TuE council at Edinburgh, alarmed at Montrofe’s
progrefs, began to think of a more regular plan of de-
fence, againft an enemy, whofe repeated viories had
rendered him extremely formidable. Theyfent for Baillie,
an officer of reputation, from England ; and joining him
in command with Urrey, who had again inlifted himfelf
among the king’s enemies, they fent them to the field,
with a confiderable army, againft the royalifts. Mon-
trofe, with a detachment of 800 men, had attacked
Dundee, a town extremely zealous for the covenant:
And having carried it by affault, had delivered it up to
be plundered by his foldiers; when Baillie and Urrey,
with their whole force, were unexpectedly upon him®.
His condué and prefence of mind, in this emergence,
appeared confpicuous. Inftantly he called off his foldiers
from plunder, put them in order, fecured his retreat by
the moft fkilful meafures; and having marched fixty
miles in the face of an enemy much fuperior, without
flopping, or allowing his foldiers the leaft fleep or refrefh=
ment, he at laft fecured himfelf in the mountains.

Bairrie and Urrey now divided their troops, in order
the better to conduét the war againft an enemy, who fure
prifed them, as much by the rapidity of his marches, as
by the boldnefs of his enterprizes. Utrrey, at the head
of 4000 men, met him at Alderne, near Invernefs ;- and,
encouraged by the {uperiority of number (for the cove=
nanters were double the royalifts,) attacked him in the
poft which he had chofen. Montrofe, having placed his
right wing in ftrong ground, drew the beft of his forces
to the other, and left no main body between them; 2
defe& which he artfully concealed, by fhowing a few
men through the trees and buthes, with which that ground

4 Ruth, vol, vii. p, 228, Wifhart, cap, o,
5 Wwas
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wis covered, 'That Utrrey might have ho leifure to per-C H A P,

teive the fratagem, he inftantly led his left wing to the
charge ; and, making a furious impreflion upon the cove-
nanters, drove them off the field, and gained a com-
pleat victory®, TIn this battle, the valour of young
Napier, fon to the lord of that name, fhone out with
fignal luftre,

BArLLiE now advanced, in order to revenge Urrey’s
difcomfiture ; but, at Alford, he met, himfelf, with a
like fatef. Montrofe, weak in cavalry, here lined his
troops of horfe with infantry ; and after putting the ene-
mies” horfe to rout, fell with united force upon their foot,
who were entitely cut in pieces, though with the lofs of
the gallant lord Gordon on the part of the royalifts &,
And having thus prevailed in fo many battles, which his
vigour ever rendered as decifive as they were fuccefsful ;
he fummoned together all his friends and partizans, and
prepared himfelf for marching into the fouthern provinces,
in order to put a final period to the power of the cove-
nanters, and diffipate the parliament, which, with great
pomp and folemnity, they had fummohed to meet at St.
Johnftone’s,

WHaiILE the fire was thus kindled in the north of the
ifland, it blazed out with no lefs fury in the fouth: The
parliamentary and royal armies, as foon as the feafon,
would permit, prepared to take the field, in hopes of
bringing their important quarrel to a quick decifion, The
pafling of the felf-denying ordinance had been protraéted
by fo many debates and intrigues, that the {pring was far
advanced before it received the fanction of both houfes ;
and it was thought dangerous by many to introduce, fo
near the time of action, fuch great innovations into the
army. Had not the punétilious principles of Effex

¢ Rufh, vol. vii. p. 229. Withart, cap, 30. f 2a of July.
g Ruth, vol, vii. p. 229, Wilhart; cap. 11
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Jience to the parliament; this altera-
tion had not been effected without fome fatal accident:
Sine, notwithftanding his prompt refignation . of the
comnand, a mutiny was generally apprehended ™. Fair-
fax, or more properly {peaking, Cromwell under his
nane, introduced, at laft, the new model into the army,
andthrew the troops into 2 different fhape. From the
fam men, new regiments and new companies Were
forned, different officers appointed, and the whole mili=
taryforce put into {fuch hands, as the independents could
relyon. . Befides members of parliament who were €x=
clued, many officers, unwilling to ferve under the new
genrals, threw up their commiffions ; and unwarily faci-
litacd the proje& of putting the army entirely into the
hanls of that faction.

“hough the difcipline of the former parliamentary
arny was not contemptible, 2 more exact plan was intro-
dued, and rigoroufly executed, by thefe new commanders,
Vaour indeed was very generally diffufed over the one
paty as well as the other, during this period : Difcipline
alfi was attained by the forces of the parliament: But the
pefe&tion of the military art, in concerting the general
plas of action, and the operations of the field, feems
ftil, on both fides, to have been, in a_great meafure,
wating. Hiftorians at leaft, perhaps from their own
igiorance and inexperience, have not remarked any
thng but a headlong impetuous condu&; each party
hurying to a battle, where valour and fortune chiefly
deermined the fuccefs. Thegreat ornament of hiftory,
diring thefe reigns, are the civil, not the military tranf-
aéions.

hf?r‘: model NEVER furely was a more fingular army affembled,
of the army. y :
thn that which was now fet on foot by the parliaments

h Rufh, vol, vii. p. 3265 127.
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To the greater number of the regiments, chaplains wereC H 4 P.

LVIiL.

not appointed : The officers aflumed the fpiritual duty, "

and united it with their military fun&ions, Durirg the
intervals of ation, they occupied themfelves in fernons,
prayers, exhortations ; and the fame emulation, there,
attended them, which, in the field, is fo necefliry to
{upport the honour of that profeffion. Rapturous edtafies
fupplied the place of ftudy and refle¢tion ; and whie the
zealous devotees poured out their thoughts in unpremedi-
tated harangues, they miftook that eloquence, which, to
their own furprize, as well as that of others, flowed in
upon- them,. for divine illuminations, and for illapfes of
the Holy Spirit. - Wherever they were quartered, they
excluded the minifter from his pulpit; and, ufurpizg his
place, conveyed their fentiments to the audience, with all
the authority, which followed their power, their wilour,
and their military exploits, united to their appearing zeal
and fervor. . The private foldiers, feized with the fame
{pirit, employed their vacant hours in prayer, in peufing
the Holy Seriptures, in ghoftly conferences; wherr they
compared the progrefs of their fouls in grace, and mutu-
ally ftimulated each other to farther advances in the great
work of their falvation. “When they were marching to
battle, the whole field refounded, as well with plalms
and fpiritual fongs adapted to the oecafion, as witr the
inftruments of military mufic’; and every man eidea-
voured to drown the fenfe of prefent danger, in the pro~
fpe& of that crown of glory, which was fet beforehim,
In fo holy a caufe, wounds were efteemed meritorous g
death, martyrdom; and the hurry and dangers of adion,
inftead of banifhing their pious vifions, rather ferv:d to
imprefs their minds more ftrongly with them,

THE royalifts were defirous of throwing a ridicue on
this fanaticifm of the parliamentary armies, wihott be~

i Dugdale, p. 7. Rufh, vol. vi. p. 281,
3 ing
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ing fenfible how much reafon they had to apprehend. its
dangerous confequences, The forces, aflembled by the
king at Oxford, in the weft, and in other places, weig
equal, if not f{uperior, in number, to their adverfaries;s
but aGtuated by a very different fpirit, That licence,
which had been introduced by want of pay, had rifen to
a great height among them, and rendered them more
formidable to their friends than to their enemies. Prince
Rupert, negligent of the people, fond of the foldiery,
had indulged the troops in unwarrantable liberties : Wils
mot, a man of diffolute manners, had promoted the fame
fpirit of diforder: And the licentious Goring, Gerrard,
Sir Richard Granville, now carried it to a great pitch of
enormity. In the weft efpecially, where Goring com-
manded, univerfal fpoil and havoc were committed ;. and
the whole country was laid wafte by the rapine of the
army. All diftinétion of parties being in a manner
dropped ; the moft devoted friends of the church and
monarchy wifhed there for fuch fuccefs to the parliamen=
tary forces, as might put an end to thefe oppreflions,
“The country people, defpoiled of their fubftance, flocked
together in feveral places, armed with clubs and ftaves;
and though they profefled an enmity to the foldiers of
both parties, their hatred was in moft places levelled
chiefly againft the royalifts, from whom they had met
with the worft treatment. Many thoufands of thefe tu-
multuary peafants were affembled in different parts of
England ; who deftroyed all fuch ftraggling foldiers as
they met with, and much infefted the armies k.

THE difpofition of the forces on both fides, was as
follows : Part of the Scottifh army was employed in tak-
ing Pomfret, and other towns in Yorkfhire: Part of it
befieged Carlifle, valiantly defended by fir Thomas Glen~

k Ruth. vol. vii. p. 52. 61, 62, Whitlocke 130, 131 133. X
Clarendon, vol. v. p. 665, SRt

ham,
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ham. Chefter, where Biron commanded, had long beenC H A P,
blockaded by fir William Brereton ; and was reduced to __ZL
great difficulties. The king, being joined by the princes, 1645
Rupert and Maurice, lay at Oxford, with a confiderable

army, about 15,000 men. Fairfax and- Cromwel were

pofted at Windfor, with the new-modelled army, about

22,000 men. Taunton, in the county of Somerfet, de-

fended by Blake, fuffered a long fiege from Sir Richard

) Granville, who commanded an army of about 8000

' men; and though the defence had been obftinate, the

garrifon was now reduced to the laft extremity. Guring

commanded, in the weft, an army of nearly the fame

number ',
8 On opeéning the campaign, the king formed the proje&t
d of relieving Chefter ; Fairfax, that of relieving Taunton,
¢ The king was firft in motion. When he advanced to
' Draiton in Shropfhire, Biron met him, and brought in-
3 telligence, that his approach had raifed the fiege, and
. that the parliamentary army had withdrawn. Fairfax,
) having reached Salifbury in his road weftward, received
ol orders from the committee of both kingdoms, appointed
5 for the management of the war, to return and lay fiege
d to Oxford, now expofed by the king’s ablence. He
e obeyed, after fending colonel Weldon to the weft, with

a detachment of 4000 men. On Weldon’s approach,
e Granville, who imagined that Fairfax with his whole
s army was upon him,.raifed the fiege, and allowed this

i pertinacious town, now half taken and half burned, to

receive relief: But the royalifts, being reinforced with
5 3000 horfe under Goring, again advanced to Taunton,
i and fhut up Weldon, with his fmall army, in that rui-
ot nous place ™,

THE king having affeCted his purpofe with regard to
Chefter, returned fouthwards ; and, in his way, fat down

! Rufh, vol, vii, p. 18; 19, &c. m Ibid. p. a8,
b E 4 before
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Ieicefter, a garrifon of the parliament’s., Having

ach in the wall, he ftormed the town on all

and, after a furious affault, the foldiers entered

fword in hand, and committed all thole diforders, to

which their natural violence, efpecially when enflamed

by refiftance, is fo much addicted ™. A great booty was

ed among them: Fifteen hundred:pri=

"This fuccefs, which

int : Yo asade
into the King s il 1131GS

at terror into the parliamentary party, deters

x to leave Qxford; which he was beginning

minea ¢

to approach ; and he marched towards the king, with an

gt 2 £ b b
intention of offer

g him battle, - The king was advanc-

e, which,

r to raife the fi

1

soun 3 and both armies, ere

they were in fix miles of each

other. A council of war was called by the king, in order

to delil

serate concerning the meafures, which he thould
now purfize. On the one hand, it feemed more prudent
¢ the combat; becaufe Gerard, who lay in Wales

to del

men, might be enabled; in a little time, ta
h
¥

be mafter of Taunton, and having put the weft in full

join the army; and Goring, it w: ed, would foon

fecurity, would then unite his forces to thofe of the king,
and give him an inconteftible fuperiority over the enemys.
On the other hand, prince Rupert, whofe beiling ardour
ftill pufhed him on to battle, excited the impatient hu-

mour of the nobility and gentry, of which the army was
y

full ; and urged the many difficulties, under which the
royalifts laboured, and from which nothing but a victery
could relieve them : The refolution was taken to give
battle to Fairfax; and the royal army immcdiatc]yhad-»
vanced upon him.

AT Nafeby was fought, with forces nearly equal, this

decifive and well difputed altion, between the king and

n Clarendon, vol, v, p. 6352,

parliament,
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parliament. The main body of the royalifts was com-C H A'P,
R e R : ; : LVIIL
manded by the king himfelf: The right wing, by prince | ;
Rupert; the left, by Sir Marmaduke Langdale. Fair- 1635,
fax, feconded by Skippon, placed himfelf in the main
body of the oppofite army: Cromwel, in the right wing:
| Ireton, Cromwel’s fon-in-law, in the left. The charge
was begun, with his ufual celerity and ufual fuccefs, By
| prince Rupert., Though Ireton made ftout refiftance,
and even after he was run through the thigh with a pike,
ftill maintained the combat, till he was taken prifoner;
) yet was that whole wing broken, and purfued with pre-
cipitate fury by Rupert: He was even fo inconfi-
derate as to lofe time in fummoning and attacking the
¢ artillery of the enemy, which had been left with a
h good guard of infantry. The king led on his main body,

' and difplayed, in this a&ion, all the condu& of a pru-
: dent general, and all the valour of a ftout foldiere.
. Fairfax and Skippon encountered him, and well fupported
5 that reputation, which they had acqlxifed. Skippon, be-
0 ing dangeroufly wounded, was defired by Fairfax to leave
o the field; but declared that he would remain there as
d long as one man maintained his ground P.  The infantry

of the parliament was broken, and prefled upon by the

king ; till Fairfax, with great prefence of mind, brought
i up the referve and renewed the combat. Mean while,
i Cromwel, having led on his troops to the attack of
Langdale, overbore the force of the royalifts, and by his

prudence improved that advantage,. which he had gained
by his valour. Having purfued the enemy about a quar-
ter of a mile, and detached fome troops to prevent their
rallying ; he turned back upon the king’s infantry, and
threw them into the utmoft confufion. One regiment
alone preferved its order unbroken, though twice defpe~
rately affailed by Fairfax: And that general, excited by

Q

¢ Whitlocke, p. 146, P Ruth, vol, yii. p. 43+  Whitlocke, ps 145+

fo
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C H A P. fo fteddy a refiftance, ordered Doyley, the captain & his

- life-guard, to give them a third charge in front, whie he

1645 himfelf attacked themin rear. The regiment was briken,

Fairfax, with his own hands, killed an enfign, and,
having feized the colours, gave them to a foldier tokeep
for him. The foldier afterwards boafting that he had
won this trophy, was reproved by Doyley, who hac feen
the aion; Let him retain that honour, faid Fairfx, F
have to-day acquired enough befide %

Prince RuperT, fenfible too late of his error left
the fruitlefs attack on the enemy’s artillery, and pined
the king, whafe infantry was now totally difconfited.
Charles exhorted this body of cavalry not to defpair, and
cried aloud to them, One charge more, and we recovr the
day'. But the difadvantages; under which they labared,
were too evident ; and they could by no means be inluced
to renew the combat. Charles was obliged to qut the
field, and leave the victory to the enemy®. T'heflain,
on the fide of the parliament, excceded thofe on tle fide
of the king: They loft a thoufand men; he not ibove
eight hundred, But Fairfax made 500 officers pribners,
and 4000 private men; took all the king’s artilley and
ammunition ; and totally diffipated his infantry: S» that
fcarce any victory could be more complete, thai that
which he obtained.

AMONG the other fpoils, was feized theking’s chbinety
with the copies of his letters to the queen, whidi the
parliament afterwards ordered to be publithed t. They:
chofe, no doubt, fuch of them as they thought would
refleét dithonour on him: Yet upon the whole, tie let-
ters are written with delicacy and tendernefs, ard give
an advantageous idea both of the king’s genius ard mo=
rals. A mighty fondnefs, it is true, and attachmet, he

9 Whitlocke, p. 145. r Rufh. vol, vii. p. 44.

¢ Clarendon, vol.iv, p. 656, 657. Walker, p. 130, 131,
¢ ‘Clarendon; vol, ivs p. 658,

exprefles
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expefles to his confort, and often profefles that he neverC H A P,
: x ; 5 LVIII,
woud embrace any meafures, which fhe difapproved: Bat ___ ",

fuch delarations of civility and confidence are not szys 1645.
to b: taken in a full literal L;nfa. And fo legitimate an
affedion, avowed by the laws of God and man, may,
perlaps, be excufable towards a woman of beauty and

1 {piri, even though fhe was a papift %

! TBE A*l‘.cz;i;w'c, h:‘.‘;lng intercepted a: letter written
by tieir enemy, Philip of Macedon, to his wife, Qlym-
; pia; fo far from bfm“ mowd bv a (mumty of prying
i into:he fecrets of that relation, immediately fent the let-
, ter o the queen unopm-:d. Philip was not their fove-
d reig) ; nor were they enflamed with that violent animofity
’ agaift him, which attends all civil commotions,
! ArTER the battle, the king retreated with that body
i of lorfe, which remained entire, firft to Hereford, then
, to abergavenny; and remained fome time in Wales,
: fron the vain hope of raifing a body of infantry in thofe
e hardled and eéxhaufted quarters. Fairfax, having firft 17th June,
t retalen Leicefter, which was furrendered upon articles,
5, bega to deliberate concerning his future enterprizes. A
ol lette was brought him, written by Goring to the king,
" and unfortunately entrufted to a {py of Fairfax’s. Goring
" ther informed the king, that, in three wecks, he hoped

to b: mafter of Taunton ; after which he would join his
majdty with all the forces in the weft; and entreated

t w Jearne has publifhed the following extrad from. a manufcript work of
i Sir Smon D’Ewes, who was ne mean man in the parliamentary party,
¢¢ O Thurfday the 3oth and laft day of this inftant June 1625, T went to

Ol ¢ Witehall, porpofely to fee the queen, which I did fully all the time fhe
e ¢ fatat dinner. I perceiv’d her te be a moft abfolute delicate lady, after I
it ¢ ha exaétly furvey’d all the features of her face, much enliven’d by her
v ¢ raiant and.fparkling black eyes. Befides, her deportment among her

wanen was fo fweet and humble, and her fpeech and looks to her ather
¢ fevants fo mild and gracious, as I could not abfizin from divers deep
¢ fethed fighs, to confider, that fhe wanted the knowledge of the true relis
¢ gin,” See Preface to the Chronicle of Danftable, p. 64,

n 6
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€ H.A P. him, in the mean while, to avoid coming to any genefal
LVIIL - H | a 1 s £ l=livere

A " a&ion. ‘This letter, which, had it been fafely delivered,
1543~ had pAcUm} prevented the battle of Nafeby, ferved now

zoth July,

to dire&t the operations of Fairfax ". After leav]ng a
body of gcAo men to Pointz and Rofliter, with orders to
a Lnd the kine’s motions, he marched im mediately to the

weft, with a view of ilw?ng Taunton, and fupprefling

the only confiderable force, which now remained to the

th
royalxﬁs.

N the
henfive of the event, had fent the prince of Wales, then

of the campaign, Charles, appre-

fifteen years of age, tothe wefl, with the title of general,

and h: ul given orders, if he were pr efled by the enemy,
that he fhould make 1: < ef into a foreign country,

and fave one part of the royal family from the violence of
the parlxament Prince Rupert had thrown himfelf into
Briftol, with an intention of defending that 1mp0rtant‘
city. Goring commanded the army before Taunton.

Ox Fairfax’s approach, the fiege of Taunton was

raifed ; and the roya lifts retired to Lamport, an open

town in the county of Somerfet. Fairfax attacked them
in that poft, beat them from it, killed about 300 men,
and took 1400 prifoners *.  After this advantage, he fat
down before Bridgewater, a town efteemed ftrong, and of
great confequence in that country, W hen he had entered
the outer town by ftorm, Windham, the governor, who
had retired into the inner, immediately capitulated, -and
delivered up the place to Fairfax. The garrifon, to the

number of 2600 men, were made prifoners of war.
FAIRFAX, having next taken Bath and Sherborne,
refolved to lay fiege to Briftol, and made great pre-
parations for an enterprize, which, from the ftrength of
the garrifon, and the reputation of prince Rupert, the
oovernor, was deemed of the laft importance, But, fo

w Ruth, vol. vii. p. 49. % Ibid, vol, vii. p. 55.

precarious
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precarious in moft men is this quality of military courage ! CK 1?1 P
a poorer defence was not made by any town, during the
whole war: And the general expeciations were here ex- 1045
tremely difappointed. No fooner had the parliamentary
forces entered the lines by ftorm, than the prince capitu-
lated, and furrendered the city to Fairfax v. A few days
before, he had written a letter to the king, in-which he 11th Sept,
undertook -to defend the place for four months, if no
mutiny obliged him to furrender it. Charles, who was Surrender
forming fchemes, and colleting forces, for the relief ofot el
Briftol, was aftonifhed at fo unexpected an event, which
was little lefs fatal to his caufe than the defeat at Naft
byz. Full of indignation, he inftantly recalled all prince
Rupert’s commiffions, and fent hlm a pafs to go beyond
fea™:

THE king’s affairs now went faft to ruin in all quar-
ters. ‘The Scots, having made themfelves mafters of
Carlifle , after an obftinate fieve, marched fouthwards,
and laid fiege to Hereford ; but were obliged to raife it on
the king’s approach : And this was the laft glimpfe of
fuccefs, which attended his arms, Having marched to
the relief of Chefter, which was a-new befieged by the
parliamentary forces under colonel Jones; Pointz at-
tacked his rear, and forced him to give battle. ’Thifc 24th Sept,
the fight was continued with great OOP‘XﬂuCV, and vi€ory
feemed to incline to the myahﬁs ; Jones fell upon them
from the other fide, and put them to rout, with the lofs
of 600 flain and 1000 prifoners <. The king, with the
remains of his broken army, fled to Newark, and thence

efcaped to Oxford, where he fhut himfelf up during the
winter feafon.

¥ Rufh, vol, vii, p. 83, z Clarendon, vol, iv. p. 6go, Walker,
Pe 137. 4 Clarendon, vol, iv, p. 695, b 28th of June.
¢ Ruth. vol, vii, p, 317,

Tre
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P. ‘Ture news, which he received from every quarters

LVIIL 4 ”
— — were no lefs fatal than thofe events, which paffed, where

15.;5.
The weft

he himfelf was prefent. Fairfax and Cromwel, after the
{urrender of Briftol, having divided their forces, the
former marched weftwards, in order to complete the con-
quett of Devonthire and Cornwal; the latter attacked the
king’s garrifons which lay to the eaft of Briftol. The De-
vizes were furrendered to Cromwel ; Berkeley caftle was
taken by ftorm; Winchefter capitulated ; Bafing-houfe
was entered fword in hand : And all thefe middle coun=
ties of England were, in a little time, reduced to obedis
ence under the parliament

Tue fame rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs attended

conquercd  Fairfax., The parliamentary forces, elated by paft vic=

by Fairfax,

tories, governed by the moft rigid difcipline, met with
no equal oppofition from troops, difmayed by repeated
defeats, and corrupted by licentious manners. After
beating up the quarters of the royalifts at Bovey-Tracy;

s8th Jan. Fairfax fat down before Dartmouth, and in a few days

entered it by ftorm. Poudram caftle being taken by himy
and Exeter blockaded on all fides; Hopton, 2 man of
merit, who now commanded the royalifts, having ad-
vanced to the relief of that town with an army of 8000
men, met with the parliamentary army at Torrington ;

agth Feb. where he was defeated, all his foot difperfed, and he him=

felf with his horfe obliged to retire into Cornwal. Fair-
fax followed him, and vigoroufly purfued the vitory.
Having inclofed the royalifts at ‘Truro, he forced the
whole army, confifting of 5000 men, chiefly cavalry, to
furrender upon terms. The foldiers, delivering up their
horfes and arms, were allowed to difband, and received
twenty fhillings a-piece, to carry them to their refpective
abodes. Such of the officers, as defired it, had pafles to
retire beyond fea: The others, having promifed never

‘ more
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more to bear arms, payed compofitions to the parliament ¢, CIHV;;;[ P, ik
and procured their pardon®, And thus Fairfax, after ", ‘
taking Exeter, which completed the conqueft of the weft, 1646,
marched, with his victorious army, to the centre of the
kingdom, and fixed his camp at Newbury. The prince

, of Wales, in purfuance of the king’s orders, retired to

. Scilly, thence to Jerfey ; whence he went to Paris ; where

1; he joined the queen, who had fled thither from Exeter, at

b the time the earl of Effex conduted the parliamentary

army to the weft,

In the other parts of England, Hereford was taken by
furprize: Chefter furrendered: Lord Digby, who had
attempted, with 1200 horfe, to break into Scotland and
join Montrofe, was defeated at Sherburn, in Yorkfhire,
by colonel Copley ; his whole force was difperfed ; and
’ he himfelf was obliged to fly, firft to the ifle of Man,
thence to Ireland. News too arrived that Montrofe
himfelf, after fome more fuccefles, was at laft routed ;

o and this only remaining hope of the royal party finally
extinguifhed.

WHEN Montrofe defcended into the fouthern coun-
ties, the covenanters, aflembling their whole force, met

L him with a numerous army, and gave him battle, but
without fuccefs, at Kilfythf. This was the moft com-
oot plete vi€tory that Montrofe ever obtained. The royalifts

put to fword fix thoufand of their enemies, and left the

covenanters no remains of any army in Scotland. The
e whole kingdom was fthaken with-thefe repeated fuccefles
i of Montrofe ; and many noblemen, who fecretly favoured
the royal caufe, now declared openly for it, when they

faw a force able to fupport them. The marquefs of

d Thefe compofitions were different, according to the demerits of the per-

el fon : But by a vote of the houfe they could not be under two yeass rent of the
' delinquent’s eftate.  Journ. x3th of Auguft 1648. Whitlocke, p. 160.
¢ Ruth, vol, vii, p, 108, f i5th Auguft, 1645,

’E Douglafs,
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: Douglafs, the earls ¢ Annandale and Hartfield, thelords

; Fleming, Seton, Maderty, Carnegy, with many others,
flocked to the royal ftandard. Edinburgh opened its
gates, and gave liberty to all the prifoners, there detained
by the covenanters. Among the reft, was lord Ogilvy,
fon of Airly, whofe family had contributed extremely to
the victory, gained at Kilfyth &,

Davip LEsLy was detached from the army in Eng-
land, and marched to the relief of his diftrefled party in
Scotland. Montrofe advanced ftill farther to the fouth,
allured by vain hopes, both of rouzing to arms the earls
of Hume, Traquaire, and Roxborough, who had pro-
mifed to join him; and of obtaining from England fome
fupply of cavalry, in which he was deficient. By the

negligence of his {fcouts, Lefly, at Philip-haugh in the
Forreit, furprized his army, much diminifhed in num-
bers, from the defertion of the Highlanders, who had
retired to the hills, according to cuftom, in order to
fecure their plunder. - After a fharp conflict, where Mon-
trofe exerted great valour, his forces were routed by
Lefly’s cavalry "+ And he himfelf was obliged to fly with
his broken forces into the mountains; where he again
prepared himfelf for new battles and new enterprizes i,
TuE covenanters ufed the victory with rigour. Their
prifoners, Sir Robert Spotifwood, fecretary of ftate, and
fon to the late primate, Sir Philip Nifbet, Sir William
Rollo, colonel Nathaniel Gordon, Andrew Guthry, fon
of the bithop of Murray, William Murray, fon of the
earl of Tullibardine, were condemned and executed.
The fole crime, imputed to the fecretary, was his deli-
vering to Montrofe the king’s commiffion to be captain-
general of Scotland. Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken
prifoner, would have undergone the fame fate, had not

£ Rufh. vol, vii, p. 230, 231, Wifhart, cap, 13.
b 33th of Sept. 1645, i Rufh, vol, vii, p. 231,
1 his
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his fifter found means to procure his efcape, by changing € IHVA“P.

‘cloaths with him. For this inftance of *courage and dex-

terity, fhe met with harfh ufage: The clergy folicited 1646.
the parliament, that more royalifts might be executed ;
but could not obtain their requeft k.

ArTER all thefe repeated difafters, which every where
befel the royal party, there remained only one body of
troops, on which fortune could exercife her rigour. Lord ,,4 March,
Aftley with a fmall army of 3000 men, chiefly cavalry,
marching to Oxford, in order to join the king, was met
at Stowe by colonel Morgan, and entirely defeated ; him=
felf being taken prifoner. ¢ You have done your work,”
faid Aftley to the parliamentary officers ; ¢ and may now
%¢ g0 to play, unlefs you choofe to fall out among your-
“Eifelvest!.?

THE condition of the king, during this whole winter,
was, to the laft degree, difaftrous and melancholy. As
the dread of ills is commonly more oppreflive than their
real prefence, perhaps in no period of his life was he
more juftly the obje&t of compafiion.  His vigour of mind,
which, though it fometimes failed him in acting, never
deferted him in his fufferings, was what alone fupported
him ; and he was determined, as he wrote to lord Digby,
if he could not live as a king to die like a gentleman
nor fhould any of his friends, he faid, ever have reafon
to blufh for the prince, whom they had fo unfortunately
fervedm. The murmurs of difcontented officers, on the
one hand, harafled their unhappy fovereign ; while they
over-rated thofe fervices and fufferings, which, they now

k Guthry’s Memoirs, - Rufb. vol. vii, p. 232. I Raufh, vol. vif,
p- 341, It was the fame Aftley, who, before he charged at the battle of
Edgehill, made this fhort prayer, O Lord! thow krowsf} bow bufy I mufi be this
day. If I forget thee, do mot thou forget me. ~And with that rofe up, and
cry’d, March ony, boys! Warwic, p, 229, There were certainly much
longer prayers faiddn the parliamentary army; but I doubt, if there was fo
good a one, m Carte’s Ormond, vol, iii, N° ¢33¢

Vor. VIL F faw,
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C.H A P. faw, mufl; forever, go unrewarded ", The affeCtionate

LYII! : :
MI,I__; duy, on the other hand, of 'his 'more generous friends,
1646, - (why refpected his misfortunes and his virtues, as much as

hislignity, wrung his heart with a new forrow; when he
refed, that fuch difinterefted attachment would fo foon
Be :xpofed to therigour of his implacable enemies., Re-
pezed -attempts, which he made for a peaceful and equi-
talle accommodation with the parliament, ‘ferved to o
pupofe, but to conivince them, that the viétory was en-
tirdy in their hands. They deigned not to make the leaft
refly to feveral of 'his meflages, in which he defired a
pafport for commiffioners °. At laft, after reproaching
hin with the blood fpilt during the war, they told him,
tht they were preparing bills for him ; and his paffing
than would be the beft pledge of his inclination towards
pece: In other words, he muft yield at difcretion *.
Hi defired a perfonal treaty, and offered to come to Lon-
don, upon recciving a fafe conduét for himfelf and his
atendants: They abfolutely refufed him admittance, and
iffied orders for the guarding, that is, the feizing of his
pefon, in cafe he fhould attempt to vifit themd, A new
inident, which happened in Ireland, ferved to enflame
th: minds of men, and to encreafe thofe calumnies, with
wiich his enemies had fo much loaded him, and which
heever regarded as the moft grievous part of his misfor-
twes.

ArTeR the ceflation with the Irifh rebels, the king
wis defirous of concluding a final peace with them, and
oltaining their affiftance in England: And he gave
atthority to Ormond, lord lieutenant, to promife them
a1 abrogation of all the penal laws, enafted againft ca-
tholics ; together with the fufpenfion of Poinings’ {tatute,

n Walker, pe 147« © Ruth, vol, vii. piig1s, &c.
P Ibid. vol. vii. p: 217. 219.  Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 744,
9 Rath. vol, vii, p. 249. Clarendon, vol, iv. p. 741.

with
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R with “regard to fome particular bills, which' flyuld beC H A P.
agreed on, Lord 'Hefbert, created earl of Glanorgan ;_I_V___J
though-his' patent had not yet pafied the feals)having 1646
occafion for his private affairs to go to Treland, te king
confidered, that this nobleman, being a catholic anl allied

to the beft Trith families, might be of fervice: e alfo
forefaw, ‘that farther conceffions ‘with regard to eligion

might probably be demanded by the bigotted Irifi; and

that, as thefe conceflions, however ncccﬂ‘ary, wolld give

4 great fcandal to the proteftant zealots in his thre king-

doms, it would be requifite, both to conceal then dur-

ing fome time, and to preferve Ormond’s charader, by

‘giving  private orders to Glamorgan to concluie “and

it fign ‘thefe articles. But as he had a better opition of
rt Glamornan s zeal and affe&ion for his ‘fervice, tian of
it his capacity, he enjoinéd him to communicateall his
- meafures to Ormoud ; and though the final concldion of
hi the treaty muft be executed only in Glamorgans ‘own
L name, he was required to be direfted,’in the ftgs to-

wards it, by the opinion of the lord lieutenant. Gla-
morgan, bigotted to his religion, and paflionate or ‘the
king’s fervice, but guided in thefe purfuits by no hannér
L of ‘judgment or difcretion, fecretly, of himfelf, vithout
i any ‘communication with Ormond, concluded a peace
‘ with the council of Kilkenny, and agreed in thekin‘g’s
mame, that the Irith fhould enjoy all the ‘churcles, of

1 which 'they had ever been in poffefion, fince thicoms-
)| mencement of their infurre@tion; on condition thit they
Y fhould affift the king in‘England witha body of terthou=
5:" fatid‘men. This tranfa&ion was difcovered by acident.
The titular avchbifthop of Tuam being killed by fally
of the garrifon.of Sligo, the articles of the treaty were
found among his biggage, and were immediately pub-
hﬂxcd every where, and copies of them fent overto the
F 2 Inglith
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Englifh parliament’. The lord lieutenant. and lord
Digby, forefeeing the clamour ‘which would be raifed
againft the king, committed Glamorgan to prifon, charged
him with treafon for his temerity, and maintained, that
he had acted altogether without any authority from_his
mafter,. ‘The Englifh parliament however neglected not
{o favourable an opportunity of reviving the old clamour
with regard to the king’s favour of popery, and accufed
him of delivering over, in2a manner, the whole kingdom
of Ircland to that hated fe&, The king told them,
¢« That the earl of Glamorgan having made an offer
< to raife forces in the kingdom of Ireland, and te
< condu&t them into England for his majef’cy’s {er-
< vyice, had a commiffion to that purpofe, and to that
< purpofe only, and that he had no commiffion at all to
« treat of any thing elfe, without the privity and direc-
<« tion of the lord lieutenant, much lefs to capitulate
¢ any thing concerning religion, or any property belong-
% ing either to church or laity *.” Though this decla-
ration feems agreeable to truth, it gave no fatisfaction te
the parliament; and fome  hiftorians, even at prefent,
when the ancient bigotry is fomewhat abated, are defirous
of reprefenting this very innocent tranfa&ion, in which
the king was engaged by the moft violent neceflity, as a
f2in on the memory of that unfortunate prince .
Havine loft all hope of prevailing. over the rigour of
the parliament, either by arms or by treaty, the only
refource, which remained to the king, was derived from
the inteftine diffentions, which ran very high among his
gnemies, Prefbyterians and independents, even .before
their viory was fully compleated, fell into contefts about

£ Rufh, vol, vii. p. 230, s Birch, p, 1194
t Bee pote [B] at the end of the volume,

the
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the divifion of the fpoil ; and their religious as well as C ETVAIP-
'L

civil difputes agitated the whole kingdom.

Tue parliament, though they had early abolifhed
epifcopal authority, had not, during fo long a time, fub-
ftituted any other fpiritual government in its place; and
their committees of religion had hitherto affumed the
whole ecclefiaftical jurifdi&tion: But they now eftablithed,
by an ordinance, the prefbyterian model in all its forms
of congregational, claffical, provincial, and national aflem-
blies. All the inhabitants of each parifh were ordered to
meet and chufe elders, on whom, together with the
minifter, was beftowed the entire direCtion of all fpiri~
tual concerns within the congregation. A number of
neighbouring parifhes, commonly between twelve and
twenty, formed a claffis; and the court, which governed
this divifion, was compofed of all the minifters, toge-
ther with two, three, or four elders chofen from each
parith. The provincial aflembly retained an infpection
over feveral neighbouring clafles, and was compofed en-
tirely of clergymen : The national affembly was confti-
tuted in the fame manner; and its authority extended
over the whole kingdom. It is probable, that the tyranny,
exercifed by the Scotifh clergy, had given warning not
to allow lagmen a place in the provincial or national
affemblies; left the nobility and more confiderable gen-
try, foliciting a feat in thefe great ecclefiattical. courts,
fhould beftow a confideration upon them, and render
them, in the eyes of the multitude, a rival to the parlia-
ment. In the inferior courts, the mixture of the laity
might ferve rather to temper the ufual zeal of .the clergy".

BuT though the prefbyterians, by the eftablithment of

arity among the ecclefiaftics, were fo far gratified, they
were denied fatisfaction in feveral other points, on w hich

u Rufh, vo's vii) ps 224,

=3 they

— —
1646.

Ecclefiafti-

cal affairs,
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C H A Pithey were extremely intent. The affembly of divines

LVIII,

‘e — had voted prefbytery to be of divine right: The patlias

1646,

ment refufed their affent to. that decifion ¥. ~ Sclden,
Whitlocke, and other political reafoners, aflifted by the
independents, had prevailed in this important deliberation,
They thought, that, had the bigotted religionifts been
able to get their heavenly charter recognized, the prefby-
ters would foon become more dangerous to the magiftrate
than had ever been the prelatical clergy. Thefe latter,
while they claimed to themfelves a divine right, admitted
of a like origin to civil authority ;. The former, chal-
lenging to their own order a celeftial pedigree, derived
the legiflative power from a fource no more dignified than
the voluntary affociation of the people.

UnpER colour of keeping the facraments from profa-
nation, the clergy of all.chriftian fe&s had aflumed, what
they call the power of the keys, or the right of fulmi-
nating excommunication, -The example of Scotland was
2 {ufficient leflon for the parliament to ufe precaution in
guarding againft fo fevere a tyranny. They determined,
by a general ordinance, all the cafes in which excoms
munication could be ufed, They allowed of appeals to
parliament from all ecclefiaftical courts. And they ap-
pointed commiffioners in every province to judge of fuch
cafes as fell not within their general ordinanceX, So
much civil authority, intermixed with the ecclefiaftical,
gave difguft to all the zealots.

BuT nothing was attended with more univer/(al fcandal
than the propenfity of many in the parliament towards a
toleration of the proteftant feGaries. The prefbyterians
exclaimed, that this indulgence made the church of Chrift
refemble Noal’s ark; and rendered it a receptacle for all
uiiclean beafts, They infifted, that the leaft of Chrift’s

w Whitlocke, p. 106,  Rufh. vol, vii, p. 260, 261,

¥ Rafh, vol. vils p. 270,

truths
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truths was fuperior to all political confiderationsy. They C I”‘;“IP
maintained the eternal obligation impofed by the covenant
to extirpate herefy and fchifm. And they menaced all. 1646
their opponents with the fame rigid perfecution, under
which they themfelves had groaned, when held in fub-
jeétion by the hierarchy,

So great prudence and referve, in fuch material points,
does great honour to the parliament; and proves, that,

\ notwith{tanding the prevalency of bigetry and fanaticifm,
there were many members, who had more enlarged views,
and paid regard to the civil interefts of fociety. . Thefe
men, uniting themfelves to the enthufiafts, whofe genius
is naturally averfe to clerical ufurpations, exercifed fo
jealous an authority over the affembly of divines, that they
, allowed them nothing but the liberty of tendering advice,
i and would not entruft them even with the. power of eleét-
- ing their own chairman or his fubftitute, or of fupplying

s the vacancies of their own members.

1 WHILE thefe difputes were canvafled by theologians,
¥ who engaged in their fpiritual contefts every order of the
y ftate ; the king, though he entertained hopes of reaping
" advantage from thofe divifions, was much at a lofs which
; fideit would be moft for his intereft to comply with. The

f prefbyterians were, by their principles, the leaft averfe to
0 regal authority ; but were rigidly bent on the extirpation
of prelacy: The independents were refolute to lay the

foundation of a republican government ; but as they pre-
tended not to erect themfelves intol2 national church, it
might be hoped, that, if gratified with a toleration, they
would admit the re-eftablithment of the hierarchy. So
great attachment had the king to epifcopal juri(dition,
that he was ever inclined to put itin balance even with
his own power and kingly office.

¥ Rufh. vol, vii. p. 308,
F Bur
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But whatever advantage he might hope to reap from
the divifions in the parliamentary partys he was appre=
henfive, left it fhould come too late, to fave him from
the deftruétion, with which he was inftantly threatencd.
Fairfax was approaching with a powerful and victorious
army, and was taking the proper meafures for laying
fiege to Oxford, which muft infallibly fall into his hands,
To be taken captive, and led in triumph by his infolent
enemies, was what Charles juftly abhorred ; and every
infult, if not violence, was to be dreaded, from that ens
thufiaftic foldiery, who hated his perfon, and defpifed his
dignity. In this defperate extremity, he embraced 2
meafure, which in any other fituation, might lie under
the imputation of imprudence and indifcretion,

MonNTREVILLE, the French minifter, interefted for the
king more by the natural fentiments ‘of humanity, than
any inftructions from his court, which feemed rather to
fayour the parliament, had folicited ‘the Scottifh generals
and commiffioners, to give protection to their diftrefled
fovereign ; and having received many general profcflions
and promifes, he had always tranfmitted thefe, perhaps
with fome exaggeration, to the king. From his fuggef-
tions, Charles began to entertain thoughts of leaving

Oxford, and flying to the Scottith army, which at that,

time lay before Newark” He confidered, - that the
Scottifh nation had been fully gratified in all their de-
mands ; and having already, in their own country, an=
nihilated both epilcopacy and regal authority, had no
farther conceffions to exa& from him. In all difputes,
which had pafled about fettling the terms of peace, the
Scots, he heard, had ftill adhered to the milder fide, and
had endeavoured to foften the rigour of the Englifh par-
liament. Great difgufts alfo, on other accounts, had
taken place between the nations; and the Scots found,

2 -Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 750, vol, v, p, 16:

8 that,
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ghat, in proportion as their afliftance became lefs necef- C H A P,

fary, lefs value was put upon them. The progrefs of
the independents gave them great alarm ; and they were
fcandalized to hear their beloved covenant fpoken of,
gvery day, with lefs regard and reverence. The refufal
@f adivine right to prefbytery, and the infringing of
gcclefiaftical difcipline from political confiderations, were,
to them, the fubje&t of much offence; And the king
hoped, that, in their prefent difpofition, the fight of their
native prince, flying to them in this extremity of diftrefs,
would rouze every fpark of generofity in their bofom,
and procure him their favour and protection.

THAT he might the better conceal his intentions,
orders were given at every gate in Oxford, for allowing
three perfons to pafs; and in the night, the king, accom~
panied by none but Dr. Hudfon and Mr. Athburnham,
went out at that gate, which leads to London. He rode
before a portmanteau, and called himfelf Afhburnham’s
fervant. He paffed through Henley, St. Albans, and
came o near to London as Harrow on the Hill.  He once
entertained thoughts of entering into that city, and of
throwing himfelf on the mercy of the parliament. But
at laft, after pafling through many crofs roads, he arrived

LviiL

1 64 6

at the Scottifh camp before Newark*, Fhe parliament, sth May,

hearing of his efcape from Oxford, iffued rigorous orders,
and threatened with inftant deathy whoever fhould har-
bour or conceal him ®,

THE Scottith generals and commiffioners affected great e
furprize on the appearance of the king : And though they to the Scotcl

payed hitn all the exterior refpect due to his dignity, they N
inftantly fet a guard upon him, under colour of protec-
tion; and made him in reality a prifoner. They ine
formed the Englith parliament of this unexpected inci«
dent, and affured them, that they had entered into ne

3 Ruth, vol. vii. p, 267. ® Whitlocke, p. 209,
: private

mp at

cwark.
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C H A P.private treaty with the king. They applied to him for
orders to Bellafis, governor of Newark, to furrender that
town, now reduced to extremity ; and the orders were
inftantly obeyed. And hearing, that the parliament laid
claim to the entire difpofal of the king’s perfon, aud that
the Englifh army was making fome motions towat 1s thems
they thought proper to retire northwards, and to fix their

LVIlL

1646.

camp at Newcaftlec.

Tuis meafure was very grateful to the king ; and he
began to entertain hopes of proteftion from the Scots.
Fle was particularly attentive to the behaviour of their
preachers, on whom all depended. It was the mode of
that age to make the pulpit the fcene of news; and on
every great event the whole fcripture was ranfacked by
the clergy, for paflages applicable to the prefent occafion.
The firft minifter who preached before the king, chofe
thefe words for his text. ¢ And behold all the men of
«¢ Ifrael came to the king, and faid unto him, Why have
¢ our brethren the men of Judah, ftolen thee away, and
« have brought the king and his houthold, and all
« David’s men with him, over Jordan?! And all the
¢ men of Judah anfwered the men of Ifrael, Becaufe
< the king is near of kin to us; wherefore then be ye
¢ angry for this matter ! Have we eaten at all of the
¢ king’s coft? or hath he given us any gift 7 And the
¢ men of Ifrael anfwered the men of Judah, and faid,
¢t We have ten parts in the king, and we have alfo more
« right in David than ye: Why then did ye defpife us,
< that our advice fhould not be firft had in bringing back
« our king? And the words of the men of Judah were
¢ fiercer than the words of the men of Ifrael ¢.” But
the king foon: found, that the happinefs chiefly of the
allufion had tempted the preacher to employ this text,

¢ Ruth, vol. vii. p. 273, Clarendon, vol. v. p. 23.
d 2 Sam, chap, Xix. 41, 42, and 43 verfes. See Clarendon, vol, ve
P 235 34
; and




and that the covenanting zealots were no wife pacified C H A P,
towards him. Another preacher, after reproaching him LY
to his face, with his mifgovernment, ordered this pfalm 1646,

to be fung;

Why dof} thou, tyrant, beafl thyfelf
Thy wicked decds to praife :

The king ftood up, and called for that pfalm which be
gins with thefe words,

1ave mercy, Lord, on'me, I pray;

For men would me devour :
The good-natured audience, in pity to fallen majefty,
fhowed, for once, greater deference to the king than to
the minifter, and fung the pfalm, which the former had
called for .

CuaRrLEs had very little reafon to be pleafed with his
fituation. He not only found himfelf a prifoner, very
ftri¢tly guarded : All his friends were kept at a diftance ;
and no intercourfe, either by letters or converfation, was
allowed "him with any one, on whom he could depend,
or who was fufpefted of any attachment towards him.
The Scottifh generals would enter into no confidence with
him; and ftill treated him with diftant ceremony and
feigned refpect. And every propofal, which' they made
him, tended farther to his abafement and to his ruin .

THEY required him to iffue orders to Oxford, and all
his other garrifons, commanding their furrender to the
parliament: And the king, fenfible that their refiftance
was fo very little purpofe, willingly complied. The
terms, given to moft of them, were honourable; and
Fairfax, as far as it lay in his power, was veryexact in
pbferving them. Far from allowing violence ; he would

¢ Whitlocke, p. 234. f Clarendon, vol. v. p. 30,
3 not
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ven permit infults or trinmph over the unfortunate

A ik , royalifts ; and by his generous humanity, fo cruel 2 civil

1646,

war was ended, in appearance, very calmly, between the
parties.

Oxrmonp having received like orders, delivered Dub-
Jin, and other forts, into the hands of the parliamentary
officers. Montrofe alfo, after having experienced fill
fnore variety of good and bad fortune, threw down his
arms, and retired out of the kingdom.

Tug marquefs of Worcefter, a man paft eighty-four
\was the laft in England that (ubmitted to the authority of
the parliament. He defended Raglan caftie to extremity 3
and opened not its gates till the middle of Auguft Four
years, 2 few days excepted, were now elapfed, fince the
king firft ereted his ftandard at Nottingham &. So long
had the Britifh nations, by civil and religious quarrels,
been occupied in fhedding their.own blood, and laying
wafte their native country,

Tue parliament and the Scots laid their propofals
before the king. They were {uch as a captive, entirely
at mercy, could expect from the moft inexorable vitors
Yet were they little worfe than what were infifted on
before the battle of Nafeby. The power of the {word,
inftead of ten, which the king now offered, was demanded
for twenty years, together with a right to levy whatever
money the parliament fhould think proper for the fupport
of their armies. The other conditions were, in the maifl
the fame with thofe which had formerly been offered o
the king "«

CuarLEs faid, that propofals, which introduced fuch
important innovations in the conftitution, demanded time
for deliberation: The commiflioners replied, that he muf
give his anfwer in ten days'. He defired to reafon about

¢ Rufh, vals vi. Ps 293, & Ibid, p. 309¢ $ Thid, vol. vile
P 319
the
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the meaning and import of fome terms: They informed C H-A B,
; Ly,
him, that they had no power of debate ; and PEremptoris e ey

ly required his confent or refufal. He requefted a per- 3646

fonal treaty with the parliament: They threatened, that,
if he delayed compliance, the parliament would, by theip
own authority, fettle the nation.

WHAT the parliament was moft intent upon, was not
their treaty with the king, to whom they paid little re=
gard ; but that with the Scots. T wo important pointa
remained to be fettled with that nation ; their delivery of
the king, and the eftimation of their arrears,

THE Scots might pretend, that, as Charles was king
of Scotland as well as of England, they were intitled to
an equal vote in the difpofal of his perfon: And that,
in fucha cafe, where the titles are equal, and the fubject
indivifible, the preference was due to the prefent pofleflor..
The Englifh maintained, that the king, being in Eng-
land, was comprehended within the jurifdiction of that
kingdom, and could not be difpofed of by any foreign
nation. .. A delicate queftion this, and what furely could
not be decided by precedent ; fince fuch a fituation is not,
any where, to be found in hiftory ¥,

As the Scots concurred with the Englifh, in impofing
fuch fevere conditions on the king, that, notwithftanding
his unfortunate fituation, he #ill refufed to accept of
them ; it is certain, that they did not defire his freedom :
Nor could they ever intend to join lenity and rigour toge-
ther, in fo inconfiffent a manner. Before the fettlement
of terms, the adminiftration muft be poflefied entirely by
the parliaments of both kingdoms; and how incompati-
ble that fcheme with the liberty of the king, is eafily
jmagined. To carry him a prifoner into Scotland, where
few forces could be fupported to guard him, was a mea-
fure fqg full of inconvenience and danger, that, cven if

k Rufh, vol, vii, p. 339.
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€ H A P.the Englith had confented to it, it muft have appeared to

LVIIL

N ¢he Scots themfelves altogether uneligible: And’how could
1646, “fuch’'a plan be fupported in oppofition to England, poffef-

fed of fuch numerous and viQorious armies, which were,
at that time, ‘at leaft, feemed tobe, 'in entire tinion’with
the parliament ? The only expedient, it is:obvious, which
the Scots could embrace, if they ferupled wholly toaban-
don the king, was immediately to return, fully -and‘cor-
dially, ‘to their allegiance ; and, uniting’ themfelves with
the royalifts in both kingdoms, endeavour, by force of
arms, to reduce the Englifh parliament to more mioderate
conditions : But befides that this meafure was fullof ex-
treme hazard ; what was itbuat inftantly to combine with
their old enemies againtt theirold friends ;-and in afit of
romantic generofity, overturn -what, with fo :much ex-
pence of 1 blood and treafure, they had, during the: coutrfe
of fo many years, been‘fo carefully ereCting?

BurT, though all thefe refleGtions occurred to the Scot.
tifh commiiflioners, they refolved to prolong the difpute,
and to keep the king as a pledge for thofe arrears, which
they claimed from England, and which they “were ‘net
likely, in the prefent difpofition of that nation, -to obtain
by any other expedient. The fum, by their account,
amounted to near two millions : For ‘they ‘had received
little regular pay, fince they had entered’England. * And
though the contributions, which they had levied, ‘as well
as the price of their living at free quarters, muft be de-
du&ed ; yet ftill the fum, which ‘they infifted ‘on, was
very confiderable. ' After many difcuffions, it was, at'laft,
agreed, “that, in licu of all demands, they fhould accept
of 400,000 pounds, one half to be paid inftantly, another
in two fubfequent payments ',

GREAT pains were taken by the Scots (and the Eng-
lith complied with their pretended delicacy) to make this

1 Rufh. vol, vii, p. 326, Parl. Hift, vols xv. p. 236,

eftimation
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eftimation and payment of arrears appear a quite different C H A P,

tranfaction from that for the delivery of the king’s perfon :
But common fenfe requires, that they thould be regarded
as one and the fame. 'The Englifh, it is evident, had
they not been previoufly affured of receiving the king,
would never have parted with fo confiderable a fum ; and,
while they weakened “themfelves, by the famie ‘meafure

‘have ftrengthened a people, with whom they muift after~

wards have fo'material an irteréft to difcufs.

THaus the Scottith nation underwent, and 11 undergo
(for fuch grievous fains are not eafily wiped off) the re-
proach of felling their king, and betraying ‘their prince
for money. In vain, did they maintain, that this money
was, on account of former fervi’ces,'undoubtedly their
due; that in their prefent fituation, no ‘other meafure,
without the utmoft indifcretion, or even their apparent
ruin, could be embraced; and that, though ‘they de-
livered their king into the ‘hands of his open enemics,
they were themfelves as much his open enemies as thofe
to whom they furrendered him, and their common hatred
againft him had long united the two parties in’ firi&t allj-
ance with each other. They were fill anfwered, that
they made ufe of “this fcandalous expedient for obtaining
their wages; and that, after taking ‘arms, without any
provocation, againft their fovereign, who had' ever loved
and cherifhed 'them, they ‘had defervedly ‘fallen into a
fituation, from which they could not extricate themfelves,
without either infamy or imprudence.

THE infamy of this bargain had fuch an influence on
the Scottith parliament, that they once voted, that the
king fhould be prote&ted, and his liberty infifted on.
But the general affembly interpofed, and pronounced,
that, as he had refufed to take the covenant, which
was' preffed on him, it became not the godly to cone
cern themfelves about his fortunes.  After this de-

claration,

S

1646,
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CLP{, 1‘1\1 P. claration, it behoved the parliament to retract theif
_vote ™.
4646. INTELLIGENCE concerning the final refolution of the

Scottifh nation to {urrender him, was brought to the kings
and he happened, at that very time, to be playing at
chefs". Such command of temper did he poflefs, thathe
_continued his game without interruption; and none of
the by-ftanders could perceive, that the letter, which he
perufed, had brought him news of any confequence. The
Englith commiflioners, who, fome days after, came f0
take him under their cuftody, were admitted to kifs his
hands 3 and he received them with the fame grace and
_ chearfulnefs, as if they had travelled on no other errand,
_ than to pay court to him. The old ear] of Pembioke in
' particular, who was one of them, he congratulaed on
his ftrength and vigour, that he was ftill able, during
fuch a feafon, to perform fo long a journey, in company
with fo many young people.

3647 TuE king, being delivered over by the Scots to the
E:ﬁ_:;’ Englith commiffioners, was conduéted, under 2 guard,
p By the Scotss tO Holdenby, in the county of Northampton, On his
V 5 journey, the whole country flocked-to behold him, moved
Rt partly by curiofity, partly by compaffion and affection.

7 1f any ftill retained rancour againft him, in his prefent
condition, they pafled in filence ; while hie well-wifhers,
£ more generous than prudent, accompaniedhis march with

o tears, with acclamations, and with prayers for his fafety®.
B That ancient fuperftition likewife, of defiring the king's
;’ ' touch in fcrophulous diftempers, feemed to acqure frefh
credit among the people, from the general teadernefs,

s which began to prevail for this virtuous and uanhappy
monarch,
m Parl. Hift, vol, xv. p. 243, 244 a Burnet's Menoirs of the
Hamiltons, ¢ Ludlow, Herberts

THS
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Tue commiflioners rendered his confinement at Hol- CL” /1\' P.
VIIL

dcmy very rigorous ; difmiffing his ancient fervants; de- . —

barnnw him from vifits, and cutting off all communi- 2647.
cation with his friends or fxmlly The parliament,
thoigh earneftly applied to by the king, refufed to allow
his thaplains to attend him; becaufe t they had not taken
the rovetiant. The king ufufcd to aflift at the fervice,

, cxemﬂd according to the diretory ; becaufe he had not,

! as tet, given hlS confent to that mode of worfhip P,

Suc rdmlous zeal prevailed on both fides! And fuch

was the unhappy and diftralted condition; to which it

| Had reduced king and people !

1 Luring the time, that the king remained in the Scot-
! tith army at Newcaftle, died the earl of Effex, the dif-
3 carded; but fill powerful and popular general of the
0 parlament, His death, in this conjuncture, was a pub-
nj lic nisfortune. = Fully fenfible of the excefles, to which

affai's had been carried, and of the worfe confequences;
which were ftill to be apprehended ; he had refolved to

t condliate a peacey and to remedy, as far as pofiible, all
i thoft ills, to which, from miftike, rather than any bad
i inteitions, he had himfelf fo much contributed, The
i preflyterian;, or the moderate party amorig the commons,
i fourd themfelves conﬁduably weakened by his death :

1 Andthe {mall remains of authority, which ftill adhered
b to tie houfe of peers; were, in a manner, wholly ex-

i tinguifhed 9,

P (larendon, vol, v. p. 39. Warwick, p. 298, 4 Clarendon,
i vol. v p. 43.

p Vor. VIL G
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CHAP. LIX.

Matiny of the army—--The king Jeized by Foyce -=—=
The army march againft the parliament——The
army [ubdue the parliament—-The king flies 10 the
ifle of Wight—--Second civil war——-=Invafion from
Scotland—e-The treaty of Newport—--The civil
war and invafion vepreffed—--T bt king [eized again
by the army—--The boufe plirged—--The king's
#¥ial—--And execution—--And charalier.

€ HAP, H E dominion of the parliament was of fhort duras

M tion. No fooner had they fubdued their fovereign,

1647, than their own fervants rofe againft them, and tumbled

them from their flippery throne., The facred boundarics

of the laws being once violated, nothing remained to con-

fine the wild proje&s of zeal and ambition. And every

fucceflive revolution became a precedent for that which
followed it.

In proportion as the terror of the king’s power di=
minifhed, the divifion between independent and prefby=
terian became every day more apparent; and the neaters
found it, at lait, requifite to. feek fhelter in one or the
other fa&tion. Many new writs were iffued for elections,
in the room of members, who had died, or were difqualified
by adhering to the king; yet flill the prefbyterians re-
tained the fuperiority among the commons: And all the
peers, except Lord Say, were efteemed of that party., The
independents, to whom the inferior fectaries adhered,
predominated in the army : And the troops of the new
model were univerfally infe€ted with that enthufiaftic
fpirit. 'To their affiftance did the independent party,

among
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among the commons, chiefly truft, in their projects for C i”{} P,

acquiring the afcendant over their antagonifts. Al

Soon after the retreat of the Scots, the prefbyterians,
fecing every thing reduced to obedience, began to talk of
diminifhing the army: And, on pretence of ecafing the
public burthens, they levelled a deadly blow at the oppo-
fite faCtion. They purpofed to embark a ftrong detach-
ment, under Skippon and Mafley, for the fervice of Ire=
land : They openly declared their intention of making a
great redution of the remainder*, It was even ima-
gined, that another new model of the army was pro-
jeéted, in order to regain to the prefbyterians, that fu~
periority, which they had fo imprudently loft by the
former ®.

THE army had fmall inclination to the fervice of Ire-
land ; a country barbarous, uncultivated, and laid wafte
by maffacres, and civil commotions: They had lefs in-
clination to difband, and to renounce that pay, which,
having earned it through fatigues and dangers, they now
purpofed to enjoy in eafe and tranquillity. And moft of
the officers, having rifen from the dregs of the people,
had no other profped, if deprived of their commiffion,
than that of returning to languifh in their native poverty
and obfcurity.

THESE motives of intereft acquired additional influ-
ence, and became more dangerous to the parliament,
from the religious fpirit, by which the army was uni-
verfally a&tuated. Among the generality of men, edu-
cated in regular, civilized focieties, the fentiments of
fhame, duty, honour, have confiderable authority, and
ferve to counterbalance and dire&t the motives, derived

rom private advantage: But, by the predominancy of
enthufiafm among the parliamentary forces, thele falutary

* Fourteen thoufand men were only intended to be kept up; 6coo herfe,
6oco foot, and 2000 dragogns, Bates, s Rufh, vol, vil. p. 564.

G principles
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c Iilé P. principles loft their credit, ax'ud wERs regarded as mere |
;_,,V..._Jhu:na'x inventions, yea moral inftitutions, fitter for hea-

1647.  thens than for chriftians v The faint, refigned over to
fuperior gnidance, was at full liberty to gratify all his
appetites, difguifed under the appearance of pious zeal.
And, befides the firange corruptions engendered by this
{pirit, it eluded and loofencd all the ties of morality, and *
gave entire fcope; and even fanction, to the felfithnefs and
ambition, which naturally adhere to the;human mind.

T uE military confeflors. were farther encour"wed in
difobedience to fuperiorsy by that fpiritual pride, to whxch
amiftaken piety is fo fubjet. They were not, they faid,

' mere janizaries ; mercenary troops inlifted for hire, and
to be difpofed of at the will of their paymafters *. Relis
gion and liberty were the motives, which had excited

3 them to arms ; and they had a fuperior right to fee thofe

i bleflings, which they had purchafed ‘with their blood,
enfured to future generations. By the fame title, that
the prefbyterians, ‘in contradiftinétion to the royalifts,

‘ had appropriated to themfelves the epithet of godly, or the

{ well-affetted™ tbe independents did now, in contradif-

tin&tion to th )"efb' terians, aflume this magnificent ap-

pellation, and arrogate all the afcendant, which naturally
belongs to it.

HEARING of p:\rzi:s in the houfe of commons, and
being informed, that the minority were friends to the
atmy, the majority cncmics ; the troops naturally inter-
efted themfelves in that dangerous diftinction, and were
eager to give the fuperiority to their partizans, What-

i

ever hardfhips they underwent, though perbaps derived
from inevitable neceflity, were afcribed to a fettled defign
of opprefling them; and refented as an effeét of the ani=
mofity and malice of their adverfaries.

T 1k ¢ 11 1 < 32
&n.m, vol. via p. 134, v Ibid, vol, vii, p. 565
w 1bid. ‘vol. vii; pi 4744

NoTwiTH=



\®

CHARLES L

85

NoTwITHSTANDING the great revenue, which ac-€ E’I‘{\ P.

crued from taxes, afleflments, fequeftrations, and com-

; and

pofitions, confiderable arrears were due to the army ;

many of the private men, as well as officers, had ncar a
twelvemonth’s pay ftill owing them. The army fuf-
pected, that this deficiency was purpofely contrived in
order to oblige them to live at free quarters ; and, by ren-
dering them odious to the country, ferve as a pretence fo
difbanding them. When they faw fuch members, as
were employed in committees and civil offices, accumu-
late fortunes, they accufed them of rapine and public
plunder. And, as no plan was pointed out by the com-
mons for the payment of arrears, the foldiers dreaded,
that, after they fhould be difbanded or embarked for Ire-
land, their enemies, who predominated in the two houfes,
would entirely defraud them of their right, and opprefs
them with impunity.

On this ground or pretence did the firft commotions 1

becin in the army., A petition, addrefled to Fairfax the '
5 b

general, was handed about ; craving an indemnity, and
that ratified by the king, for any illegal altions, of which,
during the courfe of the war, the foldiers might bave
been guilty ; together with fatisfattion in arrears, free-
dom from prefling, relief of widows and maimed foldiers,
and pay till difbanded . The commons, aware of what
combuftible materials the army was compofed, were alarm-
ed at this intelligence. Such a combination, they knew,
if not checked in its firft appearance, muft be attended
with the moft dangerous confequences, and muft foon
exalt the military above the civil authority,  Befides fum-
moning fome officers to anfwer for this attempt, they
ymmediately voted, that the petition tended to introduce
mutiny, to put conditions upon the parliament, and to

itened to

obftruct the relief of Ireland; and they t

x Parl, Hifts vol, xv. p, 142,
* %

G o nroceed
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€ H A P. procced againft the ppmoters of it, as enemies to the
«— ftate, and difturbers of ublic peace”. This declaration,

1647,

which may be deemed 'iolent, efpecially as the army had
fome ground for comphint, produced fatal effeéts. The
foldiers lamented, tha they were deprived of the privi-
leges of Englifhmen ; hat they were not allowed fo much
as to reprefent their jrievances; that, while petitions
from Effex and othe places were openly encouraged
againft the army, thdr mouths were ftopped ; and that
they, who were the auhors of liberty to the nation, were
reduced, by a faftion n parliament, to the moft grievous
fervitude.

In this difpofition was the army found by Warwic,
Dacres, Mafley, anc other commiffioners ; who were
fent to make them proofals for entering into the fervice
of Ireland 2. Infteadof inlifting, the generality objected
to the terms; demanled an indemnity ; were clamorous
for their arrears : Ang, though they exprefled no diffatif=
fation againft Skippm, who was appointed commander,
they difcovered muchftronger inclination to ferve under
Fairfax and Cromwel:. Some officers, who were of the
prefbyterian party, haing entered into engagements for
this fervice, could pevail on very few of the foldiers to
inlift under them. Znd, as thefe officers lay all under
the grievous reproach of deferting the army, and betray-
ing the interefts of neir companions ; the reft were far-
ther confirmed in that confederacy, which they had fe-
cretly formed ®.

T o petition and renonftrate being the moft cautious me«
thod of conduting : confederacy, an application to par
Jiament was figned ly near 200 officers 5 in which they
made their apology with a very imperious air, afferted
their right of petitioiing, and complained of that impu=

y Parl, Hift, vol. xv. 5. 3444 z Ruth, vol. vii. p. 457.
3 1bid. vol. vii, p. 4% b Ibid, vbl, vii. p. 461, 556

tation
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tation thrown upon them by the brmer declaration of the© ?11 i\ P,

lower houfe. The private mer likewife of fome regi- . ’

ments fent a letter to Skippon ;3 n which, together with
infifting on the fame topics, tiey lament, that defigns
were formed againft them and mary of the godly party in
the kingdom 5 and declare, that tley could not engage for
Ireland, till they were fatisfied is their expeQations, and
bad their juft defires granted®. The army, in a word,
felt their power, and refolved to le mafters,

TaEe parliament too refolved if poffible, to preferve
their dominion ; but being deftiute of power, and not
retaining much authority, it ws not eafy for them to
employ any expedient, which ould contribute to their
purpofe. The expedient, whichthey now made ufe of,
was the worft imaginable. The fent Skippon, Crom-
wel, Ireton, and Fleetwood, ®© the head-quarters at
Saffron-Weldon in Effex; and enpowered them to make

16:}7.

offers to the army, and enquire.nto the caufe of its dif- ;ih May,

tempers. Thefe very generals,at leaft the three laft,
were fecretly the authors of al the difcontents; and
failed not to foment thofe difordes, which they pretended
to appeafe. By their fuggeftio, a meafure was em=
braced, which, at once, brough matters to extremity,
and rendered the mutiny incurabe.

I~ oppofition to the parliamen at Weftminfter, a mili-
tary parliament was formed. ‘logether with a council
of the principal officers, which was appointed after the
model of the houfe of peers; a more free reprefentative
of the army was compofed, by tlz eleGion of two private
men or inferior officers, uader th title of agitators, from
each troop or company®. By ths means, both the gene-
ral humour of that time was graified, intent on plans of
imaginary republics; and an eal method contrived for

¢ Rufh, vol, vii. p. 468, d Tdem, ibid. p. 474.
¢ Idem, ibid, p, 485. Clarendon vol, v. p. 43.

G 4 condudting
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C H A P.conduing underhand, and propagating the fedition of

LiX.

u_q,__./th" army.

1647,

34 lune.
The king
feized by

Joyce,

Tuis terrible court, when affembled; having ﬁrﬁ
declared, that they found no diftempers in ‘the army, but
many grievances, under which it laboured ; immediately
voted the offers of the parliament unfatisfactory. Eight
weeks’ pay alone, they faid, was promifed; a {mall part
of fifty-fix weck:, which they claimed as their due:
No vifible fecurity was given for the remainder: And
having been declared public enemies by the commons,
they might hercafter be profecuted as fuch, unlefs the
dec)aration were recalled f. - Before matters.came to this
height, Cromwel had pofted up to London, on pretence
of laying before the ‘:m.l iament the rifing difcontents of
the army.

Tue parliament made one vigorous effort more, to try
the force of their authority : They voted, that all the
txoop< which did not engage for Ireland, thould inftantly
be difbanded in their quarters®. At the fame time, the
council of ‘the army ordered a general rendezvous of all
the xc"uncnts, in order to provxdf or their common in-
terefts.  And while they thus prepared themfelves for
oppofition to the parliament, they ftruck a blow, Wthh
at once decided the victory in their favour,

A pARrTY of five hundred horfe appeared at Holdenby,
conduéted by one Joyce, who had once been a taylor by
profefion ; but was now advanced to the rank of cornet,
and was an active agitator in the army. Without being
oppofed by. the guard, whofe affe&ions were all on their
fide; Joyce came into the king’s prefence, armed with
piftols, and told him, that he muft immediately go along
with him. Whither 2 faid the kmtr To the army ; rep]]ed
Joyce. By what warrant 2 afked the king. Joycepointed

f Rufh. vol, vii, p. 497. 505. Whitlocke, p. 250,
€ Rufh, vol. vii, p, 487, ! :
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fo the foldiers, whom he brought along ; tall, handfome,C H AP

and well accoutred. - Your warrant, ﬂud Charles fmiling, \_\,__,
15 writ in fazr charaliers, legible without Jpelling®.  The 643.
parllamenmry ‘Commiffioners came into the room : They
atked Joyce, whether he had any orders from the parlia-
ment ? He faid, No: From the gencral?* Na: By what
authority he came? He made the fame reply as to the
king: They would write, they {aid, tothe parliament to know
their pleafure.  You may da fo, replied Joyce; but in the
mean time the king mufl immediately go with me. Refiftance
was vain. The king, after protralting the time as long
as he could, went into his coach; and was fafely con-

: ducted to the army, who were haftening to their rendez-

: vous at Triplo-Heath near Cambridge. =~ The parliament,
informed of this event by their commifioners, were thrown

" into the utmoft confternation i, }

J Famrrax himfelf was no lefs furprized at the king’s

) arrival.  That bold meafure, executed by Joyce, had

It never been commuMicated to the general. The orders

! were entirely verbal ; and no body avowed them. And,

I while every one affe€ed aftonifhment at the enterprize,

i Cromwel, by whofe counfel it had been dire@ed, arrived

from London, and putan end to their udlbcmtxons.

T'ri1s artful and audacious confpirator had conducted
himfelf in the parliament with fuch profound diffimula-
tion, with fuch refined hypocrify, that he had long de-

d ceived thofe, who, being themfelves very dextrous prac-
titioners in the fame arts, fhould naturally have entertained
the more fufpicion againft others. At every intelligence of
diforders in the army, he was moved to the higheft pitch of"
grief and of anger. He wept bitterly : He lamented the
misfortunes of his country: He advifed every "violent
meafure for fupprefling the mutiny; and by thefe precipi-

b Whitlocke, p. 254. Warwick, p. 299, i Rufh, vol. vii,
P 514, 515.. Clarendog, vol. v, p. 47.
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C H A P. gate counfels, at once feemed to evince bis own fincerity,
._::,x;_gand inflamed thofe difcontents, of which he intended to

1647.

make advantage. He obtefted heaven and earth, that his
devoted attachment to the parliament had rendered him
fo edious in the army, that his life, while among them,
was in the utmoft danger; and he bad very narrowly
efcaped a confpiracy, formed to aflaffinate him, Butin-
formation being brought, that the moft active officers and
agitators were entirely his creatures, the parliamentary
lcaders fecretly refolved, that, next day, when he fhould
come to the houfe, an accufation fhould be entered againft
him, and he fhould be fent to the Tower*, Cromwel,
who, in the conduét of his defperate enterprizes, fre-
quently approached to the very brink of deftruction, knew
how to make the requifite turn with proper dexterity and
boldnefs. Being informed of this defign, he baftened to
the camp ; where he was received with acclamations, and
was inftantly invefted with the {upreme command both of
general and army.

FAIRFAX, having neither talents himfelf for cabal,
nor penetration to difcover the cabals of others, had given
his entire confidence to Cromwel; who, by the beift
coloured pretences, and by the appearance of an open
fincerity and a fcrupulous confcience, impofed on the eafy
nature of this brave and virtuous man. The council of
officers and the agitators were moved altogether by Crom-
wel’s diretion, and conveyed his will to the whole army.
By his profound and artful conduct, he had now attained
a fituation, where he could cover his enterprizes from
public view ; and feeming either to obey the commands
of his fuperior officer, or yield to the movements of the
foldiers, could fecretly pave the way for his future great- :
flefs. While the diforders of the army were yet in their
infancy, hekept at a diftance; left his counterfeit averfion

% Clarenden, vol, v. p. 26,
3 might
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might throw a damp upon them, or his fecret encourage-C H A P,
g ¢ LIX.
ment beget fufpicion in the parliament. As foon as they ___“If_,

came to maturity, he openly joined the troops; and in
the critical moment, ftruck that important blow of feizing
the king’s perfon, and depriving the parliament of any
refource of an accommodation with him. Though. one
vizor fell off, another fill remained, to cover his natural
countenance. Where delay was requifite, he could em~
ploy the moft indefatigable patience : Where celerity was
neceflary, he flew to a decifion, And by thus uniting in
his perfon the moft oppofite talents, he was enabled to
combine the moft contrary interefts in a fubferviency
to his fecret purpofes.

1647

THE parliament, though at prefent defencelefs, was The army
. . marciy
pofiefled of many refources ; and time might eafily enable sgaint the
them to refift that violence, with which they were threat- Pisments

ened, Without farther deliberation, therefore, Crom-
wel advanced the army upon them, and arrived in a few
days at St. Albans.

NotTHING could be more popular, than this hoftility,
which the army commenced againft the parliament. As
much a5 that affembly was once the idol of the nation, as
much was it now become the object of general hatred and
averfion.

THE felf-denying ordinance had no longer been put
in execution, than till Effex, Manchefter, Waller, and
the other officers of that party, had refigned their com-
mifion : Immediately after, it was laid afide by tacit con-
fent; and the members, fharing all offices of power and
profit among them, proceeded with impunity in exercifing
a&s of oppreflion on the helplefs nation. Though the
neceflity of their fituation ‘might ferve as an apology for
many of their meafures, the people,” not accuftomed to
fuch a fpecies of government, were not difpofed to make
the requifite allowances,

A smALL




92 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

CHAP. A smarL fupply of 100,000 pounds a year could
J; never be obtained by former kings from’ ‘the jeallous
16,7 humour of parliaments; and the Englith, of all nations
in Europe, were the leaft accuftomed to taxes: But this
parliament, frem the commencement of the war, accord-
ing to fome computations, had levied, in five years,
above forty millions'; yet were: loaded with debts and
incumbrances, which, during that age, were regarded
as prodigious. If thefe computations thould be thought
much exaggerated, as they probably are ™, the taxes and
impofitions were certainly far higher than in any former
ftate of the Englith government; and fuch popular ex-
aggerations are, at leaft, a proof of popular difcontents.
Bur the difpofal of this money was no lefs the objeét
of general complaint againft the parliament than the levy-
ing of it. “The {fum of 300,000 pounds they openly
took, ’tis affirmed n, and divided among their own mem-
bers. 'The committees, to whom the management of the
different branches of revenue was entrufted, never brought
in their accounts, and had unlimited power of fecreting
whatever fums they pleafed from the public treafure®,
Thefe branches were needlefsly multiplied, in order to
render the revenue more intricate, to fhare the advan-
tages among greater numbers, and to conceal the frauds,
of which they were univerfally fufpected »,
TuEe method of keeping accounts, praclifed in the ex-
chequer, was confefledly the exaCteft, the moft ancient,

1 Clement Walker'’s hiftory of the two Juntos, prefixed to his hiftory of
independency, p. 8. This is an author of fpirit and ingenuity ; and beinga
zealous parliamentarian, his avuthority is very confiderable, notwithftand-
ing the air of fatire, which prevailsin his writings, This computation,
however, feems much too large ; efpecially as the fequeftrations, during the
time of war, could not be fo confiderable as afterwards,

m Vet the fame fum precifely is affigned in another book, called Royal

Treafury of: England, p, 297, n Clement Walker’s hiflory of inde-
pendency, p. 3, 166, o Ibid, p, 8. P Id, ibid, '

the
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the belt known, and the leaft liable to fraud. The ex- € H A P,
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chequer was, for that reafon, abolithed, and the revenue (R L K e

put under the management of a committee, who were
fubject to no controul 9. .

THE excife was an odious tax, formerly unknown to
the nation; and was now extended over provifions, and
the common necefaries of life,  Near one half of the
goods and chattels, and at leaft one half of the lands,
rents, and revenues of the kingdom, had been fequeftered.
To great numbers of royalifts, all redrefs from thefe fe-
queftrations was refufed : To the reft, the remedy could
be obtained only by paying large compofitions and {ub-
fcribing the covenant, which they abhorred. Befides
pitying -the ruin and defolation of . fo many ancient and
honourable families ; indifferent fpe@ators could not but
blame the hardthip of punifhing with fuch feverity, ac-
tions, which the law, in its ufual and moft undifputed
interpretation, {tri¢tly required of every {ubjedt,

THE  feverities too, exercifed againft the epifcopal
clergy, naturally affeCted the royalifts, and even all men
of candor, in a fenfible manner. By the moft moderate
computation r, it appears, that above one half of the
eftablithed clergy had been turned out to beggary and
want, for no other crime than their adhering to the civil
and religious principles, in which they had been edu-
«cated ; and for their attachment to thofe Jaws, under
whofe countenance they had at firft embraced that pro-
fefion. To renounce epifcopacy and the liturgy, and to
fubfcribe the covenant, were the only terms, which
could fave them from fo rigorous a fate ; and if the leaft

9 Clement Walker’s hiftory of independency, p. 8.
T See John Walker's attempt towards recovering an account of the nume

bers and fufferings of the ¢l The parliament pretended to leave the
fequeftered clergy a fifth of their revenue; but this author makes it fuffici-
ently appear, that this provifion, finall as it is, was never regularly paid the
ejected clergy,

1 mark

1647,
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king, who fo entirely loved them, had ever efcaped their
lips, even this hard c¢hoice was not permitted. The
facred chara@er, which gives the priefthood fuch autho-
rity over mankind, becoming more venerable from the
fufferings, endured, for the fake of principle; by thefe
diftrefled royalifts, aggravated the general indignation
againit their perfecutors.

But what excited the moft univerfal complaint was,
the unlimited tyranny and defpotic fule of the country-
committees. During the war, the difcretionary power
of thefe courts was excufed, from the plea of neceflity:
But the nation was reduced to defpair, when it faw nei-
ther end put to their duration, nor bounds to their autho-
rity. Thefe could fequefter, fine, imprifon, and corporally
punifh, without law or remedy. They interpofed in
quettions of private property. Under colour of malig-
nancy, they exercifed vengeance againft their private
enemies. To the obnoxious, and fometimes to the inno-
cent, they fold their protetion. And inftead of one
ftar-chamber, which had been abolithed, a great number
were anew erefted, fortified with better pretences, and
armed with more unlimited authority °.

CouLp any thing have increafed the indignation againft
that flavery, into which the nation, from the too eager
purfuit of liberty, had fallen ; it muft have been the re-
fleGion on the pretences, by which the people had fo long
been deluded. The fanQified hypocrites, who called
their oppreffions the fpoiling of the Egyptians, and their

s Clement Walker’s hiftory of independency, p. 5. Hollis gives the fame
reprefentation, as Walker, of the plundering, oppreflions, and tyranny of
the parliament: Only, inftead of laying the fault on both parties, as Walker
does, he afcribes it folely to the independent faftion. The prefbyterians ine
deed, being commonly denominated the moderate party, would probably be
more inoffenfive. See Rufh, vol. vii. p. 598, and Parl, Hift, vol. Ve
Ps 230

xigid
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rigid feverity the dominion of the Ele@, interlarded all
their iniquities with long and fervent prayers, faved them-
felves from blufhing by their pious grimaces, and exer=
cifed, in the name of the Lord, all their cruelty on men,
An undifguifed violence could be forgiven: But fuch 2
mockery of the underftanding, fuch an abufe of religion,
were, with men of penetration, objeéts of peculiar refent-
ment.

THE parliament, confcious of their decay in popularity,
feeing a formidable armed force advance upon them, were
reduced to defpair, and found all their refources much
iferior to the prefent neceffity. London fill retained a
flrong attachment to prefbyterianifm ; and its militia,
which was numerous, and had acquired reputation in the
wars, had, by a late ordinance, been put into hands, in
whem the parliament could entirely confide. This mili-
tia was now called out, and ordered to guard the lines,
which had been drawn round the city, in order to fecure
it againft the king. A body of horfe was ordered to be
inftantly levied. Many officers, who had been cafhiered
by the new model of the army, offered their fervice to the
parliament. An army of 5000 men lay in the north
under the command of general Pointz, who was of the
prefbyterian faltion; but thefe were too diftant to be
employed ih fo urgent a neceflity. ‘The forces, 'deftined
for Ircland, ‘were quartered in the weft; and, though
decmied faithful to the parliament, they alfo lay at a dif-
tance. Many inland garrifons were commanded by offi-
cers of the fame party ; but their troops, being fo much
difperfed, could, at prefent, be of no manner of fervice.
The Scots were faithful friends and zealous for prelbytery
and the covenant; but a long time was required, ere they
would collect their forces, and march to the affiffance of
the parliament.

In
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In this fituation it was thought more prudent to fub
mit, and by compliance to ftop the fury of the enraged
army. The declaration, by which the military peti-
tioners had been voted public enemies, was recalled, and
erazed from the journal-book ' T his was the firft fymp=
tom, which the parliament gave of {fubmiffion ; and the
army, hoping, by terror alone, to effe&t all their purs
pofes, ftopped at St. Albans, and entered into negocias
tion with their mafters. ;

HerEe commenced thé “encroachments of the military
upon the civil authority. The army, in their ufurpa<
tions on the parliament, copied exaétly the model, which
the parliament itfelf had fet them, in their recent ufurpa<
tions on the crown.

EvERY day, they rofe in their demands. If one claim
was granted, they had another ready, ftill more enor-
mous and exorbitant ; and were “determined never to be
(atisfed. At firft, they pretended only to petition for
what concerned themfelves as foldiers: Nex¢, they muft
have a vindication of their charaéter: Then, it was ne=
ceffary, that their cnemies be punifthed " : At laft, they
claimed a right of modelling the whole government, and
fettling the nation™.

THEY preferved, in words, all deference and refpect
to the parliament ; but in reality, infulted them and ty=
rannized over them. That affembly, they pretended not
to accufe : It was only evil counfellors, who feduced and
betrayed it.

THEY proéeédcd fo far as to name eleven members,
whom, in general terms, they charged with high treafon,

as enemies to the army and evil counfellors to the parlias
t Rufh, vol. vii. p. 503, §47. Clarendon, vol. vi p. 4. ’
u Ruth. vol, vil, p, 559» w 1bid, vol, vii, ps 567, 633. 1bids
voh vills pe 731

ments
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‘inent, Their names were Hollis, Sir Philip Stapleton, € R
Sir William Lewis, Sir John Clotworthy, Sir William i
Waller, Sir John Maynard, Maffzy, Glyn, Long, Har- 1647
ley, and Nichols*, Thefe were the very leaders of the
prefbyterian party,
THEY infifted, that ‘hefe members thould immediately
be fequeftered from parliament, and be thrown into pri-
fon¥, The commons replied, that they could not,
upon a general charge, proceed fo farz. The army ob-
ferved to them, that the cafes of Strafford and Laud were
dire&t precedents for that purpofe®. At laft, the eleven
members themfelves, not to give occafion for difcord,
begged leave to retire from the houfe; and the army,
for the prefent, feemed fatisfied with this mark of {ub~
miffion .

" PRETENDING, that the parliament intended to levy
K war upon them, and to involve the nation again in blood
fo and confufion, they required, that all new leyies thould
il be ftopped.  The parliament complied with this de-
" mand ¢,

t THERE being no figns of refiftance, the army, in
order to fave appearances, removed, at the defire of the
parliament, to a greater diftance from London, and fixed
their head quarters at Reading, They carried the king
i along with them in all their marches.

That prince now found himfelf in a better fituation

than at Holdenby; and had attained fome greater degree
of freedom, as well as of confideration with both parties,

ALL his friends had accefs to his prefence ;' His corre-
fpondence with the queen .was not interrupted : His
chaplains were reftored to him, and he was allowed the

% Rufh, vol,vii, p. g7o, ¥ Ibid. vol. vii, p. 572.
Z 1bid, vol, vii. p, 502, 2 Ibid. vol. vii, p. 504, Whitlocke,
. 259. b Ibid. vol. vii, p. 593, 594. ¢ Rufh. vol. vii,

Vor, VII, H ufe
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C H A P. ufe of the liturgy: His children were once allowed to

\:_i,_x'__; vifit him, and they pafled a few days at Caverfham, where
2647. he then refided ¢, He had not feen the duke of Gloucefter,

his youngc{’t fon, and the princefs Elizabeth, fince he
left London, at the commencement of the civil diforders ¢ 3
nor the duke of York, fince he went to the Scottifh army
before Newark. No private man, unacquainted with
the pleafures of a courf, and the tumult of a camp, more
paﬂionatcly loved his family, than did this good prince;
and fuch an inftance of indulgence in the army was €x=
tremely grateful to him. Cromwel, who was witnefs to
the meeting of the royal family, confefled, that he never
had been prefent at fo tender a fcene; and he extremely
applauded the benignity, which difplayed itfelf in the
whole difpofition and behaviour of Charles.

TaaT artful politician, as well as the leaders of all
parties, payed court to the king ; and fortune, notwith-
ftanding all his calamities, feemed again to fmile upon
him. The parliament, afraid of his forming fome ac=
commodation with the army, addrefled him in a more
refpeétful ftyle than formerly ; and invited him to refide
at Richmond, and contribute his affitance to the fettle=
ment of the nation. The chief officers treated him with
regard, and fpake on all occafions of reftoring him to his
juft powers and prerogatives. . In the public declarations
of the army, the fettlement of his revenue and au*hority
was infited onf. The royalifts, every where, enter-
tained hopes of the reftoration of monarchy ; and the
favour, which they univerfally bore to the army, contri=
buted very much to difcourage the parliament, and to
forward their fubmifiion.

d Clarendon, vol. i, p. 5T, 52. 57.

e When the king applisd to have his children, the parliament always told
him, .that they could take as much care at London, both of their bodies and
fouls, as could be done at Oxford, Parl. Hift, yol. xiil, ps 127+

f Ruth, vol, vii. p. 590.

4 THE
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THE king began to feel of what confequence he was, € i’l AP,
The more the national confufions encreafed, the morew ...

was he confident, that all parties would, at length, have 157

recourfe to his lawful authority, as the only remedy for
the public diforders. You cannot be without me, faid he,
on feveral occafions: You cannot Jettle the nation but by my
affiffance. A people without government and without
liberty, a parliament without authority, an army without
alegal mafter : Diftra&ions every where, terrors, oppref-
fions, convulfions: From this fcene of confufion, which
could not long continue, all men, he hoped, would be
brought to reflet on that ancient government, under
which they and their anceftors had fo long enjoyed hap-
pinefs and tranquillity,

TrHoucH Charles kept his ears open to all propofals,
and expefled to hold the balance between the oppofite
parties, he entertained more hopes of accommodation with
the army. He had experienced the extreme rigour of the
parliament. They pretended totally to annihilate his
authority : They had confined his perfon. In both thefe
particulars, the army fhowed more indulgences, He
had a free intercourfe with his friends. And in the pro-
pofals, which the council of officers fent for the fettlew
ment of the nation, they infifted neither on the abolition
of epifcopacy, nor of the punifhment of the royalifts 3
the two points to which the king had the moft extreme
reluétance : And they demanded, that a period fthould be
put to the prefent parliament, the event for which he
moft ardently longed.

His conjun&ion too feemed more natural with the ge-
nerals, than with that ufurping aflembly, who had fo
long aflumed the entire fovereignty of the ftate, and who
had declared their refolution ftill to continue mafters,

& Warwick, p. 303, Parl, Hit, vol, xvi. P. 40« Clarendon, vol, v,
P+ 50

H2 i ol
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might draw over, he hoped, the whole military power,
and, in an inftant, reinftate himfelf in his civil authority.
To Ireton he offered the licutenancy of Ireland: To
Cromwel, the garter, the title of earl of Effex, and the
command of the army. Negociations to this purpofe
were fecretly conduéted. Cromwel pretended to hearken
to them ; and was well pleafed to keep the door open for
an accommodation, if the courfe of events fhould, at any
time, render it neceffary. And the king, who had no
fufpicion, that one, born a private gentleman, could en-
tertain the daring ambition of feizing a fceptre, tran{mit-
ted through a long line of monarchs; indulged hopes,
that he would, at laft, embracea meafure, which, by all
the motives of duty, intereft, and. fafety, feemed to be
recommended to him,

WiiLe Cromwel allured the king by thefe expecta-
tions, he ftill continued his {cheme of reducing the par-
liament to fubjetion, and depriving them of all means
of refiftance, To gratify the army, the parliament in=
vefted Fairfax with the title of general in chief of all the
forces in England and treland ; and entrufted the whole
military authority to a perfon, who, though well inclined
to their fervice, was no longer at his own difpofal.

Tury voted, that the troops, which, in obedience
to them, had inlifted for Ireland, and deferted the rebellious
army, fhould be difbanded, or, in other words, be pu-
nithed for their fidelity. The forces in the north, under
Pointz, had already mutinied againft their general, and
had entered into an aflociation with that body of the
army, which was fo fuccefsfully employed in exalting the
military above the civil authority &,

THAT no refource might remain to the parliament, it
vas demanded, that the militia of London fhould be

b Rufh, vol, vii, p, 620,

changed,
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changed, the prefbyterian commiffioners difplaced, andC H A P.
the command reftored to thofe, who, during the c<_wurfcv__~1::’,__,
of the war, had conftantly exercifed it. The parliament 1647,
even complied with fo violent a demand, and paffed a

vote in obedience to the army ',

By this unlimited patience, they purpofed to tempo-
rize under their prefent difficulties, and they hoped to
find a more favourable opportunity for recovering their
authority and influence : But the impatience of the city
loft them all the advantage of their cautious meafures.

A petition againft the alteration of the militia was carried zcth July
to Weftminfler, attended by the apprentices and feditious
multitude, who befieged the door of the houfe of com-
mons ; and by their clamour, noife, and violence, obliged

them to reverfe that vote, which they had pafled fo Jately.

When gratified in this pretenfion, they immediately dif~
perfed, and left the parliament at liberty &,

No fooner was intelligence of this tumult conveyed to
Reading, than the army was put in motion. The two
houfes being under reftraint, they were refolved, they
faid, to vindicate, againft the feditious citizens, the in=-
vaded privileges of parliament, and reftore that aflembly
to its juft freedom of debate and counfel. In their way
to London, they were drawn up on Hounflow-Heath; a
formidable body, twenty thoufand ftrong, and deter-
mined, without regard to laws or liberty, to purfue
whatever meafures their generals thould diftate to them.

Here the moft favourable event happened, to quicken and
encourage their advance. The fpeakers of the two houfes,
Manchefter and Lenthal, attended by cight peers, and
about fixty commoners, having fecretly retired from the
city, prefented themfelves with their maces, and all the
enfigns of their dignity ; and complaining of the violence

i Ruth, vol. vii. p. 629, 632, k Ibid. vol. vii, p, 64r1. 643,
Clarendon, vol, ve. p. 61, Whitlocke, p. 269. Cl. Walker, p. 38,

B3 put
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C H A P. put upon them, applied to the army for defence and pro=
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They were received with fhouts and acclama.
tions : Refpect was paid to them as to the parliament of
England : And the army being provided with fo plaufible
a pretence, which, in all public tranfactions, is of great
confequence, advanced to chaftife the rebellious city, and
to re-inflate the violated parliament!.

Nerruer Lenthal nor Manchefter were efteemed in-
dependents ; and fuch ‘a ftep in them was unexpeéted,
But they probably forefaw, that the army muft, in the
end, prevail; and they were willing to pay court in
time to that authority, which began to predominate in
the nation.

THE parliament, forced from their temporizing mea-
fures, and obliged to refign, at once, or combat for their
liberty and power, prepared themfelves with vigour for
defénce, and determined to refift * the violence of the
army. The two houfes immediately chofe new fpeakers,
lord Hunfdon, and Henry Pelham: They renewed their
former orders for enlifting troops : They appointed Maf-
fey to be c¢ommander: They ordered the trained bands
to man the lines : And the whole city was in a ferment,
and refounded with military preparations .

WHEN any intelligence arrived, that the army ftopped
or retreated, the fhout of One and all, ran with alacrity,
from ftrect to ftreet, among the citizens: When news
cafie of their advancing, the cry of Treat and capitulate
was no lefs loud and vehement®. The terror of an uni=
verfal pillage, and even maffacre, had feized the timid
inhabitants.

As the army approached, Rainfborow, being fent by
the general over the river, prefented himfelf before Southe
wark, and was gladly received by fome foldiers, who

1 Ruth. vol. viil, p. 750. Clarendon, vol. v, p. 63.
m Ruth, vol, vii. p. 646, n Whitlocke, p.265.
were
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were quartered there for its defence, and who were re-C H A P,
folved not to feparate their interefts from thofe of the
army. It behoved then the parliament to fubmit. The m\‘iﬁ;-_
army marched in triumph through the city ; but preferved
the greateft order, decency, and appearance of humility.
They conduéted to Weftminfter the two fpeakers, who
took their feats as if nothing had happened. The eleven
impeached members, being accufed as authors of the
tumult, were expelled ; and moft of them retired beyond
fea: Seven peers were impeached : The mayor, one
fheriff, and three aldermen, fent to the Tower: Several
citizens and officers of the militia committed to prifon :
Every deed of the parliament annulled, from the day of
the tumult till the return of the f{peakers: The lines
about the city levelled : The militia reftored to the inde-
pendents: Regiments quartered in Whitehall and the The army
Meufe : And the parliament being reduced to a rcgu]arﬁi‘ﬁnt::t‘
formed fervitude, a day was appointed of folemn thank{-
giving for the reftoration of its libertyo,

THE independent party among the commons exulted in
their victory. T'he wholeauthority of the nation, they ima-
gined, was now lodged in their hands ; and they had a near
profpect of moulding the government into that imaginary
republic, which had long been the obje@ of their withes.
They had fecretly concurred in all encroachments of the
military upon the civil power ; and they expeéted, by the ter-
ror of the {word, to impofe a more perfe& fyftem of liberty
on the reluctant nation. All parties, the king, the church,
the parliament, the prefbyterians, had been guilty of errors,
fince the commencement of thefe diforders: But it muft
be confefled, that this delufion of the independents and
republicans was, of all others, the moft contrary to com=
mon fenfe and the eftablithed maxims of policy. Yet
were the leaders of that party, Vane, Fiennes, St. John,

® Ruth, vol, viii, p. 797, 798, &,
H 4 Martin,




104

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H A P. Martin, the men in England the moft celebrated for pro-
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found thought and decp contrivance ; and by their well-
coloured pretences and profeflions, they had over-reached
the ‘whole nation. To deceive fuch men would argue 2
fuperlative capacity in Cromwel ; were it not, that, befides
the great difference there is between dark, crooked councils
and true wifdom, an exorbitant paflion for rule and au-
thority will make the moft prudent overlook the danger-
ous confequences of fuch meafures as feem to tend, in
any degree, to their own advancement., ‘

Tue leaders of the army, having eftablifhed their
dominion over the parliament and city, ventured to bring
theking to Hampton-Court ; and he lived, for fome time,
in that palace, with an appearance of dignity and free-
dom. Such equability of temper did he poffefs, that,
during all the variety of fortune, which he underwent,
no difference was perceived in his countenance or beha-
viour ; and ‘though a prifoner, in the hands of his moft
inveterate enemies, he fupported, towards all who ape
proached him, the majefty of a monarch; and that, nei-
ther with lefs nor greater ftate, than he had been ac-
cuftomed to maintain. His manner, which was not in
itfelf popular nor gracious, now appeared amiable, from
jts great meeknefs and equality.

Tue parliament renewed their applications to him,
and prefented him with the fame conditions, which they
had offered at Newcaftle. The king declined accepting
them, and defired the parliament to take the propofals of
the army into confideration, and make them the foundation
of the public fettlement?. He ftill entertained hopes,
that his negociations with the generals would be crowned
with fuccefs ; though every thing, in that particular,
daily bore a worfe afpe&t. Moft hiftorians have thought,
that Cromwel never was fincere in his profeffions ; and

p Raufh, vol, viii. p. 810,
that,
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that, having, by force, rendered himfelf mafter of theC E;}? P:
king’s perfon, and, by fair pretences, acquired thecoun-__
tenance of the royalifts, he had employed thefe advantages  1647:
to the enflaving of the parliament: And afterwards thought

of nothing but. the eftablithment of his own unlimited
authority, with which he efteemed the reftoration, and

even life of the king, altogether incompatible. This
opinion, fo much warranted by the boundlefs ambition and
profound diffimulation of his charaéter, meets with ready
belief ; though it is more agreeable to the narrownefs of
human views, and the darknefs of futurity, to fuppofe,

that this daring ufurper was guided by events, and did

not, as yet, forefee, with any aflurance, that unparalleled
greatnefs, which he afterwards attained. Many writers

of that age have aflerted 9, that he really intended to make

a private bargain with the king ; a meafure; which car-

ried the moft plaufible appearance both for his fafety and
advancement: But that he found infuperable difficulties

in reconciling to it the wild humours of the army. The

horror and antipathy of thefe fanatics had, for many
years, been artfully fomented againft Charles; and though

their principles were, on all occafions, eafily warped and

eluded by private intereft, yet was fome colouring requi-

ﬁt(’, and a flat contradiction to all former profeflions and

tenets could not fafely be propofed to them. It is cere

ain, at leaft, that Cromwel made ufe of this reafon,
why he admitted rarely of vifits from the king’s friends,
and fhowed lefs favour than formerly ta the royal caufe,
The agitators, he faid, had rendered him odious to the
army, and had reprefented him as a traitor, who, for the
fake of private intereft, was ready to betray the caufe of

God to the great enemy of piety and religion. Defperate
projefts too, he aflerted to be fecretly formed, for the
murder of the king; and he pretended much to dread

1 See note [C] at the endof the volume,

left
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left all his authority, and that of the commanding officers,
would not be able to reftrain thefe enthufiafts from their
bloody purpofes ™.

INTELLIGENCE being daily brought to the king of
menaces thrown out by the agitators ; he began to think
of retiring from Hampton-Court, and of putting himfelf
in fome place of fafety. The guards were doubled upon
him: The promifcuous concourfe of people reftrained:
A more jealous care exerted in attending his perfon: All,
under colour of proteting him from danger; but really
with a view of making him uneafy in his prefent fituation,
Thefe artifices foon produced the intended effet, Charles,
who was naturally apt to be fwayed by counfel, and who
had not then accefs to any good counfel, took fuddenly a
refolution of withdrawing. himfelf, though without any
concerted, at leaft, any rational fcheme, for the future
difpofal of his perfon. Attended only by Sir John Berke-
ley, Afhburnham, and Leg, he privately left Hampton-
Court; and his efcape was not difcovered, till near an
hour after; when thofe, who entered his chamber, found
on the table fome letters directed to the parliament, to
the general, and to the officer, who had attended him?,
All night, he travelled through the foreft, and arrived
next day at Tichfield, a feat of the ear] of Southampton’s,
where the countefs dowager refided, a woman of honour,
to whom, the king knew, he might fafely entruft his
perfon. Before he arrived at this place, he had gone to
the fea-coaft ; and exprefled great anxiety, that a thip,
which he feemed to look for, had not arrived 5 and thence,
Berkeley and Leg, who were not in the fecret, conjec-

tured, that his intention was to tranfport himfelf beyond
fea.

THE king could not hope to remain long concealed at
Tichfield : What meafure thould next be embraced, was

# Clarendon, vol. v, p. 76.

s Rufh, vol, viii, p. 871,
the
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the queftion. In the neighbourhood lay the ifle of Wight, ¢ H A P
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of which Hammond was governor. This man was en-

tirely dependent on Cromwel. At his recommendation
he had married a daughter of the famous Hampden, who,
during his life-time, had been anintimate friend of Crom-
wel’s, and whofe memory was ever refpeted by him,
Thefe circumftances were very unfavourable: Yet be-
caufe the governor was nephew to Dr. Hammond, the
king’s favourite chaplain, and had acquired a good cha-
radter in the army, it was thought proper to have recourfe
to him, in the prefent exigence, when no other rational
expedient could be thought of. Afhburnham and Berke-
ley were difpatched to the ifland. They had orders not
to inform Hammond of the place, whee the king was con-~
cealed, till they had firft obtained a promife from him not
to deliver up his majefty, though the parliament and
army fhould require him ; but to reftore him to his ]iberty,
if he could not protect him. This promife, it is evident,
would have been a very flender fecurity : Yet even with-
out exacting it, Afthburnham, imprudently; if not trea-
cheroufly, brought Hammond to Tichfield; and the king
was obliged to put himfelf in his hands, and to attend
him to Carifbroke-caftle in the ifle of Wight, where,
though received with great demonftrations of refpect and
duty, he was in reality a prifoner.

Lorp CLARENDON *is pofitive, that the king, when
he fled from Hampton-Court, had no intention of going
to this ifland ; and indeed all the circumftances of that
hiftorian’s narrative,” which we have here followed,
ftrongly favour this opinion. But there remains a letter
of Charles’s to the earl of Laneric, fecretary of Scotland;
in which he plainly intimates, that that meafure was
voluntarily embraced, and even infinuates, that, if he
had thought proper, he mmht have been in Jerfey or any

t P. 79, 80, &
other

16474
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C H A P, other place of fafety . Perhaps, he ftill confided in the
IX.

\— — promifes of the genera

3647,

Is ; and flattered himfelf, that, if
he were removed from the fury of the agitators, by which
his life was immediately threatened, they would execute
what they had fo often promifed in his favour.

WHATEVER may be the truth in this matter; for it is
impofiible fully to afcertain the truth 5 Charles never took
a weaker ftep, nor one more agreeable to Cromwel and
all his enemies. He was now lodged in a place, removed
from his partizans, at the difpofal of the army, whence
it would be very difficult to deliver him, either by force
or artifice.  And though it was always in the power of
Cromwel, whenever he pleafed, to have fent him thither;
yet fuch a meafure, without the king’s confent, would
have been very invidious, if not attended with fome
danger. 'That the king {hould voluntarily throw himfelf
into the fnare, and thereby gratify his implacable perfe-
cutors, was to them an incident peculiarly fortunate, and
proved in the iffue very fatal to him,

CroMWEL, being now entirely mafter of the parlia-
ment, and free from all anxiety, with regard to the cuf=
tody of the king’s perfon, applied himfelf ferioufly to
quell thofe diforders in the army, which he himfelf had
fo artfully raifed, and fo fuccefsfully employed, againit

both king and parliament. In order to engage the troops
into a rebellion againft their mafters, he had encouraged
an arrogant {pirit among the inferior officers and privaté
men ; and the camp, in many refpeéts, carried more the
appearance of civil liberty than of military obedience,
The troops themfelves were formed into a kind of repub-
lic; and the plans of imaginary republics, for the fettle-
ment of the ftate, were, every day, the topics of con-
verfation among thefe armed legiflators. Royalty it was-
agreed to abolith: Nobility muft be fet afide : Even all

2 See note [D] at the end of the volume,
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ranks of men be levelled ; and an univerfal equality of€ ‘EI;} Py
- e
property, as well as of power; be introduced among the

citizens. The faints, they faid, were the falt of the
earth: An entire parity had place among the elect:
And, by the fame rule, that the apoftles were exalted
" from the moft ignoble profeflions, the meaneft fentinel, if
enlightened by the fpirit, was entitled to equal regard with
the greateft commander. In order to wean the foldiers
from thefe licentious maxims, Cromwel had iflued orders
for difcontinuing the meetings of the agitators; and he
pretended to pay entire obedience to the parliament,
whom, being now fully reduced to fubjection, he pur=
pofed to make, for the future, the inftruments of his
authority. But the Levellers, for fo that party in the
army was called, having experienced the {weets of do-
minion, would not fo eafily be deprived of it. They
fecretly continued their meetings: They aflerted, that
their officers, as much as any part of the church or flate,
needed reformation: Several regiments joined in fedi-
tious remonftrances and petitions ¥: Separate rendevoufes
were concegted : And every thing tended to anarchy and
confufion. But this diftemper was foon cured by the
rough, but dextrous hand of Cromwel. He chofe the
opportunity of a review, that he might difplay the greater
boldnefs, and fpread the terror the wider. He feized
the ringleaders before their companions: Held in the
field a council of war: Shot one mutineer inftantly :
And ftruck fuch dread into the reft, that they prefently
threw down the {ymbols of fedition, which they had
difplayed, and thenceforth returned to their wonted difci-
pline and obedience x,
CromMWEL had great deference for the counfels of Ire-
ton; a man, who, having grafted the foldier on the
W Rufh, vol. viii, p, 845, 8350, X Idem, ibid,p. 875, Claren-
don, vol, v, py 87,
lawyer,
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C H A P. lawyer, the ftatefman on the faint, had adopted fuch prin-
ciplés as were fitted to introduce the fevereft tyranny,
1637. while they feemed to encourage the moft unbounded
licence, in human fociety. Fierce in his nature, though
probably fincere in his intentions ; he purpofed by arbi-
trary power to eftablith liberty, and, in profecution of his
imagined religious purpofes, he thought himfelf difpenfed

LIX.

from all the ordinary rules of morality, by which inferior
mortals muft allow themfelves to be governed. From his
fuggeftion, Cromwel fecretly called at Windfor a coun-
cil of the chief officers, in order to deliberate concerning
the fettlement of the nation, and the future difpofal of
the king’s perfon . In this conference, which commenced
with devout prayers, poured forth by Cromwel himfelf
and other infpired perfons (for the officers of this army
received - infpiration with their commiflion,) was firft
opened the daring and unheard-of counfel, of bringing
the king to juftice, and of punifhing, by a judicial fen-
tence, their foveregn for his pretended tyranny and mal-
adminiftration. While Charles lived, .even though re-
ftrained to the clofeft prifon, confpiracies, they knew,
and infurrections would never be wanting, in favour of a
prince, who was fo extremely revered and beloved by his
own party, and whom the nation in general began to
regard with great affe€tion and compaflion. To murder
him privately was expofed to the imputation of injuftice
and cruelty, aggravated by the bafenefs of fuch a crime;
and every odious epithet of Traitor and AJaffin would, by
the general voice of mankind, be undifputably afcribed
to the actors in fuch a villany. Some unexpefted pro-
cedure muft be attempted, which would aftonith the
world by its novelty, would bear the femblance of juftice,
and would cover its barbarity by the audacioufnefsof the
enterprize,  Striking in with the fanatical notions of the

¥ Clarendon, vol. v. p, g2,
entire
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entire equality of mankind, it would enfure the devotedC H A P,

e

obedience of the army, and ferve as a general engages .

ment againft the royal family, whom, by their open and
united deed, they would fo heinoufly affront and injure =,

Turs meafure, therefore, being fecretly refolved on,
it was requifite, by degrees, to make the parliament adopt
it, and to conduét them from violence to violence ; till
this laft a& of atrocious iniquity thould feem, in a man=
ner, wholly inevitable. The king, in order to remove
thofe fears and jealoufies, which were perpetually pleaded
as reafons for every invafion of the conftitution, had
offered, by a meflage, fent from Carifbroke-caftle, to
refign, during his own life, the power of the militia and
the nomination to all the great offices ; provided, that,
after his demife, thefe prerogatives fhould revert to the
crown®. But the parliament acted entirely as victors and
enemies ; and, in all their tranfaCtions with him, payed
no longer. any regard to equity or reafon. At the infti-
gation of the independents and army, they negleed this
offer, and framed four propofals, which they fent him
as preliminaries ; and, before they would deign to treat,
they demanded his pofitive affent to all of them. By one,
he was required to inveft the parliament with the military
power for twenty years, together with an authority to
levy whatever money fhould be neceffary for exercifing it :
And even after the twenty years fhould be elapfed, they
referved a right of refuming the fame authority, when-
ever they fhould declare the fafety of the kingdom to re-

Zz The following was a favourite text among the enthufiafts of that .age.
¢¢ Let the high praifes of God be in the mouths of his faints, and a two-
¢¢ fold fword in their hands, to execute vengeance upon the heathen and
¢ punifhment upon the people; to bind their kings with chains and their
% nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgments written :
 This honour have all his faints.”” Pfalm cxlix, ver. 6, 7, 8,9, Hugh
Peters, the mad chaplain of Cromwel, preached frequently upon this text.

2 Ruth, vel, viii, p, 880.
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quire it. By the fecond, he was to recall all his proc]a.:
mations and declarations againft the parliament, and
acknowledge that affembly to have taken arms in their
juft and neceflary. defence. By the third, he was to
annul all the a&s, and void all the-patents of peerage,
which had pafled the great feal, fince it had been carried
from London by lord-keeper Littleton 3 and at the fame
time, renounce for the future the power of making peers
whhbut confent of parliament. By the fourth, he gave
the two houfes power to adjourn as they thought proper:
A demand feemingly of no great importance; but con~
trived by the independents, that they might be able to
remove the parliament to places, where it fhould remain
in perpetual fubjection to the army b,

The king regarded the pretenfion as unufual and
exorbitant, that he fhould make fuch conceffions, while
not fecure of any fettlement ; and fhould blindly truft his
enemies for the conditions, which they were afterwards
to grant him. He rsqu?rcd, therefore, a perfonal treaty "
with the parliament, and defired, that all the terms, on
both fides, fhould be adjufted, before any conceflion, on
either fides, fhould be infifted on. The republican party
in the houfe pretended to take fire at this anfwer; and
openly inveighed, in violent terms, againft the perfon and
government of the king; whole name, hitherto, had
commonly, in all debates, been mentioned with fome
degree of reverence. Ireton, feeming to {peak the fenfe
of the army, under the appellation of many thoufand
godly men, who had ventured their lives in defence of
the parliament, faid, that the king, by denying the four
bills, had refufed fafety and protection to his people ; that
their obedience to him was but a reciprocal duty for his *
proteGtion of them ; and that, as he had failed on his

b Clarendon, vol, v, p, 88,
6 part,
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part, they were freed from all obligations to allegiance, C Tl’le P,
and muft fettle the nation, without Confut]ing any ]()ngcr g
fo mifguided a prince®, Cromwel, after giving an am. 2648,
ple charater of the valour, good affeftions, and god-

linefs of the army, fubjoined, that it was expected the
parliament fhould guide and defend the kingdom by their

own power and refolutions, and not accuftom the people

any longer to expect fafety and government from an obfti-

nate man, whofe heart God had hardened ; that thofe,

who, at the expence of their blood, had hitherto defended

the parliament from fo.n any d

ar

, would ftill con-

ot

tinue, with fidelity and courage, to protect them againft
all oppofition, in this vigorous meafure. ¢ Teach them
€ not,” added he, ¢ by your neglecting your own fafety
¢¢ and that of the kingdom (in which theirs too is in-
volved) to imagine themfelves betrayed, and their
interefts abandoned to the rage and malice of an irre-

(19
(14

¢ concileable enemy, whom, for your fake, they have

dared to provoke, Beware, (and at thefe words he laid

his hand on his fword, ) beware, left defpair caufe them

143

(13

¢ to feek fafety by fome other means, than by a lhering

¢ to you, whe know not how tocon{uls your own fan’"ctyd.’?
Such arguments prevailed ; though ninety-one members
had ftill the courage to oppofe. It was voted, that no 15th Jan,
more addreflfes be made to the king, nor any letters or
meflages be received from him; and that it be treafon

for any one, without leave of the two hou es, to have any
intercourfe with him. The lords concurred in the fame
ordinance ¢,

By this vote of non-addrefles, fo it was called, the
king was, in reality, dethroned, and the whole confti-

tution form;x”y overthrown. So violent a meafure was
fupported by a declaration of the commons no lefs violent,
¢ Cl. Walker, p, 70, 4 Ibid. p. 70. ¢ Rufh. vol. viii,
P. 965. 967.
You. VII, 1 The
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The blackeft calumnies were there thrown - upon the
king ; fuchas, cven in their famous remonftrance, they
thought proper to omit, as incredible and extravagant:
The poifoning of his father, the betraying of Rochelle,
the contriving of the Irith maffacre f. By blafting his
fame, had that injury been in their power, they formed
a very proper prelude to the executing of violence on his
perfon.

No fooner had the king refufed his aflent to the four
bills, than Hammond, by orders from the army, removed
all his fervants, cut off his correfpondence with his
friends, and fhut him up in clofe confinement. The
king afterwards fhowed to Sir Philip Warwick, 2 decre-
pid old man, who, he faid, was employed to kindle his
fire, and was'the beft company he enjoyed, during feveral
months that this rigorous confinement lafted 5. No
amufement was allowed him, nor fociety, which might
relieve his anxious thoughts : To be fpeedily poifoned or
affafinated was the only profpedt, which he had, every
moment, before his eyes: For he entertained no appre-
henfion of a judicial fentence and execution ; an event,
of which no hiftery hitherto furnifhed an example.
Meanwhile the parliament was very induftrious in pub-
lithing, from time to time, the intelligence, which they
received from Hammond ; how chearful the king was,
how pleafed with every one that approached him, how
fatisficd in his prefent condition®: As if the view of fuch
benignity and conftancy had not been more proper to
inflame, than allay, the general compaflion of the people.
The great fource whence the king derived confolation
amidft all his calamities, was undoubtedly religion; a
principle, which, in him, feems to have contained nothing
fierce or gloomy, nothing which enraged him againft his

f Rufh, vol, viii, p. 998, Clarendon, vol. v. p. 93.
& Warwick, p.329. & Ruh, vol, viii. p. 989,
adverfaries,

8
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sdverfaries, or terrified him with the difmal profpe&t of C H A P.
futurity. While every thing around him bore a hoftile __;,___J
afpect ; while friends, family, relations, whom he paf- 1648.
fionately loved, were placed at a diftance, and' unable to

ferve him; he repofed himfclf with confidence in the

arms of that being, who penetrates and fuftains all nature,

and whofe feverities, if received with piety and refigna-

tion, he regarded as the fureft pledges of unexhaufted

favour.

THE parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed not, Second civil
in tranquility, that power, which they had obtained """
with fo much violence and injuftice. Combinations and
confpiracies, they were fenfible, were every where form-
ing around them ; and Scotland, whence the king’s caufe
had received the firft fatal difafter, feemed how to promife
it fupport and affiftance.

BerorE the furrender of the king’s perfon at New-
caftle, and much more, fince that event, the fubje&s of
difcontent had been daily multiplying between the two
kingdoms. The independents, who began to prevail,
took all occafions of mortifying the Scots, whom the
prefbyterians looked on with the greateft affeCtion and
veneration. When the Scottifh commiffioners, who,
joined to a committee of Englifh lords and commons,
had managed the war, were ready to depart, it was pro-
pofed in parliament to give them thanks for their civilities
and good offices. The independents infifted, that the
words, Good offices, fhould be ftruck out; and thus the
whole brotherly friendfhip and intimate alliance with the
Scots refolved itfelf into an acknowledgment of their

being well-bred gentlemen,

THE advance of the army to London, the fubjection
of the parliament, the feizing of the king at Holdenby,
his confinement in Carifbroke-caftle, were fo many blows,
fenfibly felt by that nation ; as threatening the final over-

throw
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c *LK;‘R throw of l"‘:‘;‘l’i’}'mff-'a to which thc.y_ \‘,Tc]m .r'o“péfﬁ('mately
Wk ) devoted. The covenant -was profanely called, in the
16i3. houfe of commons, an almanac out of datei; and that
impiety, though complained of, had pafled uncenfured,
Inftead of being able to determine and eftablifh ortho-
doxy by the fword and by penal ftatutes, they faw the:
e@arian army, who were abfolute mafters, claim an un=
bounded liberty of confcience, which the prefbyterians
regarded with the utr soft abhorrence.  All the violences,
put on the king, they loudly blamed, as repugnant to
the covenant, By which they ftood engaged to defend his
royal perfon. And thofe very aclions, of which they
themfelves had been guilty, they denominated treafon
and rebellion, when executed by an oppofite party.

TuE earls of Loudon, Lauderdale, and Laneric, who
were. fent to London, protefted againft the four bills 5
as containing too great a diminution of the king’s ci-
| vil power, and providing no fecurity for religion. They

complained, that, notwithftanding this proteftation, the
bills were ftill infifted on ; contrary to the folemn league,
1 and to the treaty between the two nations. And when
they accompanied the Englifh commiffioners to the ifle
of Wight, they fecretly formed a treaty with the king,

for arming Scotland in his favour ¥,

nvafion THREE parties, at that time, prevailed in Scotland :
from Scots - The: Ravaliffs infift i i
;;,: Scot- The Royalifls, who infifted upon the reitoration of the

Linale anthority 1thot r oy .

king’s authority, without any regard to religious felts or
tencts : Of thefe Montrofe, though abfent, was regarded
SR R PR e e e 7
asthe head, The Rigid prefbyterians, who hated the king,
even more than they abhorred toleration ; and who deter=
mined to give him no affiftance, till he fhould {ubfcribe

T v s A g

the covenant: Thefe were governed by Argyle. The
Moderate prefbyterians, who endeavoured to reconcile the

interefts of religion and of the crewn, and hopc‘d, by

o, k Clarendon, vol. ve p. 201+

fup=
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fupporting the prefbyterian party in England, to fupprefs € H A P.
=) P 3 p } =) b i 1

the fetarian army, and to re-inftate the parliament, as — — ——

well as the king, in their juft freedom and authority :
The two brothers, Hamilton and Laneric, were leaders
of this party.

WHEN Pendennis caftle was {urrendered to the parli-
amentary army, Hamilton, who then obtained his liberty,
returned into Scotland ; and being generoufly determineg
to remember ancient favours, more than recent injuries,
he immediately embraced, with zeal and fuccefs, the
proteftion of the royal caufe. He obtained a vote from
the Scottifh parliament to arm 40,000 men in fupport of
the king’s authority, and to call over.a conflderable body
under Monro, who commanded the Scottifh forces: in
Ulfter. And though he openly protefted, that the co-

venant was the foundation of all his meafures, he fecretly
entered into correfpondence with the Englifh royalifts, Sir
Marmaduke Langdale and Sir Philip Mufgrave, who had

levied confiderable forcesin the north of I‘ ngland.
i

I'ue general affembly, who fat at the tzx'nc time, and

was. guided by Argyle, dreaded the confequence of thefe
meafures, and forefaw, that the oppofite party, if fuc-
cefsful, would e ffeCt the reftoration of monarchy, with-
out the eftablifhment of prefbytery, in England,. To
join the king before he had fubfcribed the covenant, was,
to reftore him to his honour before Chrift
had obtained his'; and they thundered out anathemas

in their eyes,

. e S T
agamﬂ: every one, who payed obedience to the parlia-
ment, Two fupreme independent judicatures were
erected in the kingdom ; one threatening the pe ();:Ic with
damnation and eternal torments, the other with impri-
fonment, banifhment, and ‘military execution. The
people were diftracted in their choice; and the armame

1

nt

of Hamilton’s party, though feconded by all the civil
I Whitlock, p. 305.

13 power,

1648,
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C H A P. power, went on but flowly The royalifts he would
LIX:

(eSS not, as yet,
1643.

allow to join hx*n, left he might give offence
to the ecclefiaftical party; though he fecretly promifed
them truft and preferment, as foon as his army fhould
advance into England.

WaHILE the Scots were ‘making preparations for the
invafion of England, every part of that kingdom was
agitared with tumults, infurre&ions, confpiracies, dif
contents. It is feldom, that the people gain any thing
by revolutions in government j becaufe the new fettle-
ment, jealous and infecure, muft (Ommunl)’ be fupported
with more expence and feverity than the old: Buton no
occafion was the truth of this maxim more knﬁb felty
than in the prefent fituation of England. Complumts

4

againft the oppreflion of {hip-money, againft the tyranny
of the ftar-chamber, had rouzed the people to arms: And
baving gained a complete vitory over the crown, they
found themfelves loaded with a multiplicity of taxes,
formerly unknown ; and fcarcely an appearance of law
and liberty remained in the adminiftration. The pref=
byterians, who had chiefly fupported the war, were
enraged to find the prize, juft when it feemed withig
their reach, fnatched by violence from them, The roy-
alifts, difappointed in their expelations, by the cruel
treatment which the king now received fiom the army,
were ftrongly animated to reftore him ta liberty, and to
recover. the advantages, which they had unfortunately
loft. ~All orders of men were inflamed with indignation
at feeing the military prevail over the civil power, and
king and parliament at once reduced to fubjection by a
mercenary army. Many perfons of family and diftinc-
tion had, from the beginning of the war, adhered to th
parliament : But all thefe were, by the new party, de-
prived of author t) ande (ry office was entrufted to the
moft ignoble part of the pation, A bafe populace ex-

alted
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alted above their fuperiors: Hypocrites exercifing ini-C
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quity under the vizor of religion : Thefe circumftances o ——u

promifed not much liberty or lenity to the people; and
thefe were now found united, in the fame ufurped and
illegal adminiftration.

THoucH the whole nation feemed to combine in their
hatred of military tyranny, the ends which the feveral
parties purfued, were fo different, that little concert was
obferved in their infurre®ions. Langhorne, Poyer, and
Powel, Prefbyterian officers, who commanded bodics of
troops in Wales, were the firft that declared themfelves;
and they drew together a confiderable army in thofe parts,
which were extremely devoted to the royal caufe. An
infurre&tion was raifed in Kent by young Hales and the
earl of Norwich. Lord Capel, Sir Charles Lucas, Sir
George Lifle, excited commotions in Effex. The earl
of Holland, who h:

feveral times changed fides, fince

the commencement of the civil wars, endeavoured to

2
t
affemble forces in Surrey. Pomfret caftle in York{hire

|

was furprized by Morrice. Langdale and Mafgrave
were in arms, and mafters of Berwic and Carlifle in the
north.

WHAT feemed the moft dangerous circumftance ; the
general fpirit of dilcontent had feized the fleet. Seven-
teen fhips, lying in the mouth of the river, declared for
the king; and putting Rainfborow, their admiral, afhore,
{ailed over to Holland, where the prince of Wiles took
the command of them ™.

THE Englifh royalifts exclaimed loudly againft Ha-
milton’s delays, which they attributed to a refined ‘po-
licy in the Scots; as if their intentions were, that all the
king’s party fhould firft be fupprefled, and the victory
remain folely to the prefbyterians. FHamilton, with better

m Clarendon, vol. v, p. 137.

14 reafon,
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c ”l’} P. reafon, complained of the precipitate humour of the Eng-

s, who, by theirill-timed infurrections, forced

u"h i )
him to n"\xcl his army, before his levies were completed,

or his preparations in any forwardnefs

1

No commotions, beyond a tumult of the apprentices,

which was foon fupprefled, were raif fed in London: The

terror of the army kept the citizens in fubje&tion. The
parliament was fo over-awed, that they declared the
Scots to be enemies, and all who joined them, traitors.
Ninety members, however, of the lower houfe had the
courage to diffent from this vate.

CroMwEL and the military council prepared them-
our and conduct for defence. The eftab-

lithment of the army wasg, at this time, 26,000 men-; but
by inlifting fupernumeraries, the regiments were greatly
augmented, and commanly confifted of more than double
their ftated complement ™. Colond Horton firfk attacked
the revolted troops in Wales, and gave them a confider-
able defeat, The remnants of the vanquithed threw
ofely be-
Lambert

themfelves into

mbroke, and were there clc

and foon after taken, by Cromwel,

was oppofed to Langdale and Mufgrave in the north,

and gained advantages over them. Sir Michael Livefey

defeated the earl of Holland , and purfuing

his victory, tock him prifoner eots, Fairfax,
h royalifts at Maidfténe, fol-
Aud when they joined the roy-

ER b e - el AE Faco b el
fts of Eflex, and threw themfelves into Colchefter ; he

having ronted the
lowed thz br

to that place, which defended itfelf to the laft
extremity. A new fieet was manned, and fent out under
the command of Warwic, to oppofe the revolted {hips,
of which the prince had taken the command.
A AT1L dre emplovedsin 4
HILE the farces Wr::c employed in all quarters, the

Parlmncnt regained its liberty, and began to aé with its

n Whitlocke, p, 284,
wonted
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wonted courage and {pirit. The members, who had C H A P.
withdrawn, from terror of the army, returned; and._,,.‘v;,,
infufing boldnefs into their companions, reftored to the 1643
prefbyterian party the afcendant, which it had formerly

loft. The eleven impeached members were recalled, and

the vote, by which they were expelled, was reverfed,

The vote too of non-addrefles was repealed ; and com-
miflioners, five peers and ten commoners, were fent to
Newport in the ifle of Wight, in order to treat with the

king°, He was allowed to fummon feveral of his friends

and old counfellors, that he might have their advice in

this important tranfaction?. The theologians on both

fides, armed with their fyllogifms and quotations, attended

as auxiliaries 9. .~ By them, the flame had firft been raif-

ed; and their appearance was but a bad prognoftic of its
extinétion. Any other inftruments feemed better adapted

fora treaty of pacification,

WHEN the king prefented himfelf to this company, a 18th Sept.
great and fenfible alteration was remarked in his afpect, ':;\‘Lyﬁ(;f
from what it appeared the year before, when he refided
at Hampton Court. The moment his fervants had been
removed, he had laid.afide all care of his perfon, and had
allowed his beard and hair to grow, and to hang difhe-
velled and negle@d.  His hair was become almoft en-
tirely gray ; either from the declife of years, or from
that load of forrows, under which he laboured, and
which, though borne with conftancy, preyed inwardly
on his fenfible and tender mind. His friends beheld with
compaflion, and perhaps even his enemies, that grey and
difcrowned head; as he himfelf terms it, in 2 copy of
verfes, which the truth of the fentiment, rather than any
elegance of expreflion, renders very patheticr, Having

® Clarendon, vol, v, p. 180, Sir Edward Walker's perfeét Copies, p. 6.
P Ibid. p, g, 4 Ibid, p. 8, 38, ¥ Burnet’s Memoirs of
Hamilton,

in
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€ H A P. in vain endeavoured by courage to defend his throne from

LIX.

: Rt : i i
«—, his armed adverfaries, 1t nOW behoved him, by reafoning

3643,

and perfuafion, to fave fome fragments of it from thefe

peaceful, and no lefs implacable negotiators.

Tue vigour of the ki y’s mind, notwithftanding the
feeming decline of his body, here appeared unbroken and
undecayed. The parliamentary commiffioners would
allow none of his council to be prefent, and refufed to
enter into reafoning with any but himfelf. He alone,
during the tranfalions of two months, was obliged to
maintain the argument againft fifteen men of the greateft
parts and capacity in both houfes; and no advantage was
ever obtaincd over him *.  "This was the fcene, above all
others, in which he was qualified to excel. A quick
conception, 2 cultivated underftanding, a chafte elocu-
tion, a dignified manner; by thefe accomplifhments he
triumphed in all difcuflions of cool and temperate rea.
foning, The king is much changed, faid the earl of Salif-
bury te Sir Philip Warwic: He is extremely improved of
Jate. No, replied Siv Philip ; be was always Jo: But you
are now at laft fenfible of it t. Sir Henry Vane, difcourf-
ing with his fellow commiffioners, drew an argument
from the king’s uncommon abilities, why the terms of
pacification muft be rendered more ftrict and rigid%
But Charles’s capacity fhone not-equally in action as in
reafoning.

Tue firft point, infifted on by the parliamentary com-
miffioners, was the king’s recalling all his proclamations
and declarations againft the parliament, and the acknow-
ledging, that they had taken arms in their own defence
He frankly offered the former concefion; but long
forupled the latter. The falfehood, as well as indignity
of that acknowledgement, begat in his breaft an extreme

s Herbert's Memoir s, p. 72, t Warwick, p. 524
% Clarendon, Sir Edward Walker, p. 319,
reludtance,
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relu&tdnce againft it. The king had, no doubt, in fome C H A P,

IX

particulars of moment, invaded, from a feeming neceflity, . ",

the privileges of his people : But having renounced all

claim to the

{e ufurped powers, having confefled his errors,
and having repaired every breach in the conftitution, and
even ereCted new ramparts, .in order to fecure it; he
could no longer, at the commencement of the war, be
reprefented as the aggreffor. However it might be pre-
tended, that the former difplay of his arbitrary inclina-
tions, or rather his monarchical principles, rendered an
offenfive or preventive war in the parliament prudent and
reafonable ; it could never, in any propriety of fpeech,
make it be termed a defenfive one. But the parliament,
fenfible, that the letter of the law condemned them as
rebels and traitors, deemed this point abfolutely ne-
ceflary for their future fecurity : And the king, finding,
that peace could be obtained on no other terms, at laft
yielded to it. He only entered a proteft, which was
admitted ; that no conceflion, made by him, fhould be
valid, unlefs the whole treaty of pacification were con-
cluded », ;

HEe agreed, that the parliament fhould retain, during
the term of twenty years, the power over the militia and
army, and that of levying what money they pleafed for
their fupport. He even yielded to them the right of re-
fuming, at any time afterwards, this authority, whenever
they fhould declare fuch a refumption neceffary for public
fafety. In effect, the important power of the fword was
for ever ravithed from him and his fucceflors *,

He agreed, that all the great offices, during twenty
years, fhould be filled by both houfes of parliamenty,
He relinquifhed to them the entire government of Ire-
land, and the condut of the war there % He renounced

v Walker, p, 11, 12. 24, % Ibid, p. 51, y Ibid. p, 78.
# 1bid, p. 43,

the

1648,
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€ H AP. the power of the wards, and accepted of 100,000 pounds

LIX.

a year in lieu of it*. He acknowledged the validity of
their great feal, and gave up his own b, He abandoned
the power of creating peers without confent of parlia-
ment, And he agreed, that all the debts, contracted in
order to fupport the war again{’c him, fhould be paid by
the people.

So great were the alterations, made on the Englifh
conftitution by this treaty, that the king {aid, not with-
out reafon, that he had been more an enemy to his peo-
plé by thefe conceffions, could he have prevented them,
than by any other a&ion of his life.

Or all the demands of the parliament, Charles refufed
only two. Though he relinquifhed almoft every power
of the crown, he would neither give up his friends to
punifhment, nor defert what he efteemed his religious
duty. The fevere repentance, which he had undergone,
for abandoning Strafford, had, no doubt, confirmed him
in the refolution never again to be guilty of a like erron
His long folitude and fevere affliGtions had contributed to
rivet him the more in thofe religious principles, which
had ever a confiderable influence over him. His defire,
however, of finithing an accommodation induced him to
go as far in both thefe particulars, ashe thought any wife
confiftent with his duty.

Tus eftates of the royalifts being, at that time, almoft
entirely under fequeftration, Charles, who could give
them no protection, confented, that they fhould pay fuch
compofitions, as they and the parliament could agree onj
and only begged, that they might be made as moderate
as poffible. He had not the difpofal of offices ; and it
feemed but a fmall facrifice to confent, that a certain
number of his friends fhould be rendered incapable of

a Walker, p. 69, 77+ b Ibid. Pe 56. 63.
* public
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public employments€. But when the parliament de- C H A P,

LIX,

manded a bill of attainder and banifhment againft feven »

perfons, the marquefs of Newcaftle, lord Digby, lord
Biron, Sir Marmaduke Langdale, Sir Richard Granville,
Sir Francis Doddington, and judge Jenkins, -the king ab-
folutely refufed compliance: Their banithment for a
limited time he was willing to agree to ‘.

RELIGION was the fatal point about which the differ-
ences had arifen ; and of all others, it was the leaft fuf-
ceptible of compofition or moderation between the con-
tending parties. The parliament infifted on the eftablifh~
ment of prefbytery, the fale of the chapter lands, the
abolition of all forms of prayer, and {tri& laws againft
catholics, The king offered to retrench every thing,
which he did not efteem of apoftolical inftitution: He
was willing to abolith archbifhops, deans, prebends, ca-
nons: He offered, that the chapter lands thould be let at
low leafes during ninety-nine years: He confented, that

the prefent church government fhould continue during
three years ¢ : After that time, he required not, that any
thing (hould be reftored to bifhops but the power of or-
dination, and even that power to be exercifed by advice
of the prefbyters f. = If the parliament, upon the expira-
tion of that period, fill infifted on their demand, all
other branches of epifcopal jurifdi&tion were abolithed,
and a new form of church government muft, by common
confent, be eftablithed. The book of common prayer he
was willing to renounce, but required the liberty of ufing
fome other liturgy in his own chapel?: A demand,
which, though feemingly reafonable, was pofitively re~
fufed by the parliament.

Inthe difpute on thefe articles, one is not furprifed,
that two of the parliamentary theologians fhould tell the

€ Walker, p. 61, d Tbid, p. ot. 93. e Ibid. p.29. 35. 49,
£ Jbid, p. 63, g Ibid, p. 75.82. Rufh. vol, viii. p. 1323-

o
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C H A P. king, That if be did not confent to the utter abolition ofepzj[.'

e copacy, be 1

Civil war

oould be damned, But it is not without fome
indignation, that we read the following vote of the lords
and commons. ¢ The houfes, out of their deteftation
< to that abominable idolatry ufed in the mafs, do de-
¢ clare, that they cannot admit of, or confent unto, any
< {uch indulgence in any law, as is defired by his ma-
¢ jefty for exempting the queen and her family from the
¢ penalties to be enatted againft the exercife of the
< mafsh.” The treaty of marriage, the regard to the
queen’s fex and high ftation, even common humanity 3
all confiderations were undervalued, in comparifon of
their bigotted prejudices e

Tt was evidently the intereft, both of king and parlia
ment, to finifh their treaty with all expedition; and ens
deavour, by their combined force, to refift, if pofiible
the ufurping fury of the army. It feemed even the in-
tereft of the parliament, to leave, in the king’s hand, 4
confiderable fhare of authority, by which he might be
enabled to protect them and himfelf, from fo dangerous
an enemy. But the terms, on which they infifted, were
fo rigorous, that the king, fearing no worfe from the
moft implacable enemies, was in no hafte to come toa
conclufion. ‘And fo great was the bigotry on both fides,
that they were willing to facrifice the greateft civil inters
efts, rather than relinquifh the moft minute of their the-
ological contentions. From thefe caufes, aflifted by the
artifice of the independents, the treaty was fpun out to
fuch a length, that the invafions and infurrections were
every where fubdued ; and the army had leifure to execute
their violent and fanguinary purpofes.

HaAmiLTON, having entered England with a numer=

and invafion gus, though undifciplined, army, durft not unite his

reprefied,

forces with thofe of Langdale; becaufe the Englith

b Walker, p. 71, i'See note [E] at the end of the volume.
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royalifts had refufed to take the covenant; and the Scot- € IH!)? P,
tith prefbyterians, though engaged for the king, refufed =
to join them on any other terms. ‘The two armies 1648
marched together though at fome diftance; nor could

even the approach of the parliamentary army under Crom-

wel, oblige the covenanters to confult their own fafety,
by a clofe union with the royalifts. When principles
are fo abfurd and fo deftruétive of human fociety, it may
fafely be averred, that, the more fincere and the more
difinterefted they are, they only become the more ridicu-
lous and more odious.

CromwEL feared not to oppofe 8coo men, to the nu-
merous-armies of 20,000, commanded by Hamilton and
Langdale. He attacked the latter by furprize, near
Prefton in Lancathire *; and, thovgh the royalifts made

a brave refiftance, yet, not being fuccoured in time by

their confederates, they were almoft entirely cut  in
pieces. Hamilton was next attacked, put to rout, and
purfued to Utoxeter, where he furrendered himfelf pri-
foner. Cromwel followed his advantage; and marching
into Scotland with a confiderable body, joined Argyle,
who was allo in arms; and having fupprefled Laneric,
Monro, and other moderate prefbyterians, he placed the
power entirely in the hands of the violent party. The
ecclefiaftical authority, exalted above the civil, exercifed
the fevereft vengeance on all who had a fhare in Hamil.

ton’s engagement, as it was called ; nor could any of
that party recover truft, or even live in fafety, but by
doing folemn and public penance for taking arms, by
authority of parliament, in defence of their lawful fove-
reign.

Tre chancellor, Loudon, who had, at firft, counte-
nanced Hamilton’s enterprize, being terrified with the

v

menaces of the clergy, had, fome time before, gone over

k 37th of Auvguft,
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€ H A P."to the other party; and he now, openly in the charch,

LIX.

. though invef

1643,

ted with the higheft civil charalter in the
kingdom, did penance for his obedience to the. parlia-
ment, which he termed a carnal [elf- fecking. He accom-
panied his penance with fo many tears, and {uch pathe~
tical addrefles to ‘the people for their prayers in this his
attermoft forrow and diftrefs, that an univerfal weeping
and lamentation took place among the deluded audience's

THE loan of great fums of money, often to the ruin of
families was exacted from all fuch as lay under any fufpi-
cion of favouring the king’s party, though their con=-
du@ had been ever fo inoffenfive. This was a device,
fallen upon by the ruling party, in order, as they faid,
to reach Heart Malignants ™. Never, in this ifland, was
kmown a more fevere and arbitrary government, than
was generally exercifed, by the patrons of liberty in both
kingdoms.

TaE fiege of Colchefter terminated in a manner no
lefs unfortunate than Hamilton’s engagement, for the
royal caufe. After fuffering the utmoft extremities of fa-

mine, after feeding on the vileft aliments ; the garrifon

defired, at laft, to capitulate. Fairfax required them to

furrender at difcretion ; and he gave fuch an explanation
to thefe terms, as to referve to himfelf power, if he
pteafed, to put them all inftantly to the {word. The
officers endeavoured, though in vain, to perfuade the fol-
diers, by making a vigorous fally, to break through, at
leaft, to fell their lives as dear as poflible. T'hey were
obliged " to accept of the conditions offered ; and Fairfax,
inftigated by Ireton, to whom Cromwel, in his abfence,
had configned over the government of the paffive general,
feized Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George Lifle, -and re-
folved to make them inftant facrifices to military juftice.

‘This unufual feverity was loudly exclaimed againtt by all

! Whitlocke, p. 360, m Guthrey, n 318th of Augufts

the
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the prifoners.  Lord Capel, fearlefs of danger, reproach-C H 4 P,
ed Ireton with it; and challenged him, as they were all ___
engaged in the fame honourable caufe, to exercife the 1648.
fame impartial vengeance on all of them. Lucas was
firft fhot, and he himfelf, gave orders to fire, with. the
fame alacrity, as if he had commanded a platoon of his
own foldiers. Lifle inftantly ran and kiffed the dead
body, then chearfully prefented himfelf to a like fate.
Thinking that the foldiers, deftined for his execu-
tion, ftood at too great a diftance, he callell to them to
come nearer : One of them replied, 7'/ warrant youy Sir,
we'll but you: He anfwered {miling, Friends, I have been
nearer you when you have miffed me. Thus perifhed this
generous fpirit, not lefs beloved for his modefty and hu-
manity, than efteemed for his courage and military con-
duét.

SooN after, a gentleman appearing in the king’s pre-
fence, cloathed in mourning for Sir Charles Lucas ;
that humane prince, fuddenly recolledting the hard fate
of his friends, paid them a tribute, which none of his
own unparalleled misfortunes ever extorted from him :
He diffolved into a flood of tears °,

By thefe multiplied fuccefles of the army, they had
fubdued all their enemies; and none remained but the
helplefs king and parliament, to oppofe their violent mea-
fures. From Cromwel’s fuggeftion, a remonftrance was
drawn by the council of general officers, and fent to the
parliament. They there complain of the treaty with the
king; demand his punithment for the blood {pilt during
the war ; require a diffolution of the prefent parliament,
and a more equal reprefentative for the future ; and affert,
that, though fervants, they are entitled to reprefent thefe
important points to their mafters, who are themfelves no
better than fervants and truftees of the people. At the

¢ Whitlocke,
Vor. VII, K fame
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fame 'time, they advanced with the army to ‘iv"ldfor,

wd Tent colonel Eure'to feize the king’s p'.‘ifn‘ at Néw-

sort. ‘and donvey him to Hurft caftle in the neighbour-

where he was detaided in ftri& confinement.

fure beino forefeen fome time before, the

kino was exhorted to make his efcape, which was con-
c But having given his word to the
pa npt the recovery of his liberty dur-

and three weeks after; he ‘would not, by

perfuafion, be induced to hazard ‘the reproach of

lating “that promife. In vain was it urged, that'a
given to the parliament, could no Jonger be

p
bi fince they could no lo'wu afford” him protecs
tion from violence, threatene m by other perfons, to

whom he twas bound by no tyc or engagement. The
king would muu]oc no refinements of C“xuxu.y, however
, in fuch delicate fubjecls; and was refolved,
that, what depredations foever fortune fhould commit

-(D

upon him, fhe never thould bereave him'of his honour 2,
T'uE pmmm‘-ﬂt loft not courage, notwithftand ng the
r, with which they were fo nearly mena ced. Tho’

v any plan for refifting military ufurpations, they
refol v d them to the uttermoft ; and rather
to ‘bring on a violent and vifible fubverfion of govern=

than lend their authority to thofe illegal and fan=
They fet afide
the army, without deigning to an-

vy meafures, which were projected.

-d the feizing of the king’s perfon, tobe
cuni?;nt :1:‘.d [mt a mcﬂlwc to the general,
ze had been exe-

army fhould ad-

r of the prefbyterians, was
san of -unconquerable intrépidity ; and many others‘of

p Col, C.cke’s Memoirs,ps 174, Rufh, vol, viiiep. 1347

that
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that party feconded his magnanimous fpirit.

pofed. by them,'that the generals and princi
fhould, for their difobedience and ufurpations, be pro- - 18
claimed traitors by the parliament.

1

But the parliament was dealing with men; who would
not:be frightened by words, nor retarded by any ferepu-
lous delicacy.  The generals, under the name of Fair-
fax, (for he flill' allowed them 'to employ his name)

marched the army to London, and ﬂ:wmgr ruards in
[ g8

‘Whiitehall, the Meufe, St. Durham-houfe,
Covent<garden, and Pala(c—y“rd, {:.l‘zummud the parlia-
til

meént with their h() 1ie armaments,

‘THE parliament, deftitute of all hopes of prevailing; Decemb. 6

retained, however, courage to refift, They attempted,
in the face of the army, to clofe their treaty with the
king ; and, though they had formerly voted his concel-
fions with regard to the church and dclix:qu:n:s to be
unfatisfatory, they now took into confideration the final
refolution with regard to the whole. After a violent
debate of three days, it was carried by a majority of 129
againft 83, in the houfe of commons, that the king’s
conceflions were a foundation for the houfes to proceed

upon in the fettlement of the kingdoms

NEexXT day, when the commons were to meet, colomi
Pride, formerly a drayman, had environed the houfe wi
two regiments ; and, directed by lord Gr'ﬁy of Uro""
he feized in the p:
terian party, and fent them toa low room, which paflel
by the appellation of hel/; whence they were afterwards

lage forty-one members of the

carried to feveral inns. Above 160 members more were
excluded ; and none were allowed to enter Lut the

furious and moft determined of the independents ;

thefe exceeded not the number of fifty or fixty.
invafion of the parliament commonly pafled under the

K 2 Nams




CHAP,
LIX.

1643,

v

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

dame of colonel Pride’s purge; fo much difpofed was tlie

nation to make mr*ny with the dethroning of tHofe meni-

who had violently arrogate .d the whole authority of

1
CI

oCIs a

2
government, and dcpmwd the king of his legal préroga-

1MCIL,

T'ue fubfequent proceedirigs of the parliament, if this

diminutive affembly deferve that honourable name, retain

the leaft appearance of law,: equity, or freedom,

aftantly reverfed the former vote, and declared the
con cchmm unfatisfaory. They determined, that
no member, abfent at this Iaft vote, fhould be received,

till he :’ub:'cri’:.c’ it, as agreeable to his judgment. They
renewed their former vote of non-addrefles. And they
commizted to prifon, Sir William Waller, Sir ]ohn Clot-
generals Mafley, Brown, Copley, and other
leaders of the prcﬁ)ytc.xuns. Thefe men, by their credit
and authority, which was then very high, had, at the

worthy, the

commencement of the war, fupported the parliament;
and thereby prepared the way for the greatnefs of the pre-
fent leaders, who, at that time, were of {mall account

in theé nation.

THE fecluded members having publifhed 2 paper, cons
aining a narrative of the violence, v."mc!a had been exer-

cifed upon them, and a proteftation, that all alls were
void, which, from that time, had been tranfadted in the
houfe of commons ; the remaining members encountered
it with a declaration, in which they pronounced it falfe,
candalous, feditious, and tending to the deftruétion of
the vifible and fundamental government of the kingdom.
Faesk fudden and violent revalutions held the whole
nation in terror and aftonithment. Every man dreaded to
be trampled under foot, in the contention between thofe
mighty powers, which difputed for the fovereignty of the
im e. Many began to withdraw their effects beyond fea:

i
o

“orcigners fcrupled to giveany credit to a people, fo torn

¥ by
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by domeftic faltion, and opprefled by military ufurpa-

tion: Even the internal commerce of the kin gdom began

to flagnate: And in order to remedy thefe growing evils,

U]

the generals, in the name of the army, publithed a de-

claration, in which they expreffed their refolution of fup-
porting law and juftices.

THE more to quiet the minds of men, the council of
officers took into confideration, a fcheme called The agrec-

be

ment of the peap) ing the plan of a republic, to be
fubftituted in the place of that government, which they
bad fo violently pulled in pieces. Many parts of this

fcheme, for correcting the inequalities of the reprefenta

are plaufible; had the nation been difpofed to receive it,
or had the army intended to impofe it. Other par

too perfe& for human natu"(’, and favour ftrongly
fanatical fpirit, fo prevalent throug ghout the kin

THE height of all iniquity and fanatical extrava
yet remained ; the public trial and execution of their
fovereign. To this period was every meafure precipitated
by the zealous independents, ~ The parliament ary leaders
of that party had intended, that the army, themfelves,
fhould execute that daring e
fo irregular and lawlefs a deed, beft nucd to {uch irregu-

enterprize; and they deemed

lar and lawlefs inftrumeptst,  But the generals were toa

wife, to load themfelves ly with the infamy, which,

they knew, muft attend an adtion, fo fhockin g to the
general fentiments of mankind. The parliament, they
were refolved, fhould fhare with them the reproach of 3
meafyre, which was thought requifite for the advances
ment of their common ends of fafety and ambition. In
the bhoule of commons, therefore, a committce was ap-
pointed to bring in a charge agairit the king. On their

Jeport a vote in a king, to

Jevy war againft his parliament, and appointing a Hicy

¥ Wh tlocke,

K 2 CourT
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new inventid

his vote was fent up to the houfe of peerss
during the civil wars, had; ll

but it had lately, fince

account ;

and vy

1 TEER A0
11, beecome totally’ contemptiv

‘¢ to the mortification of atte erd-
hat day, to be fuller than ufwl,
o the numberof fixteen. With-

¢ deliberation,

Tenting voice, and almoft wi
ted the vote of the ‘,r\\"fr houfe, md

e that this
carcer of the

‘ourned themfelves for ten days ;

v would be able to retard th

re not to be:ftopped by fo {final’ an

= eftablifhied a principle, which is

ns fpecious, but is belied by all

(f. at the },591,.’;‘ are the ori WM 'y al}

declared, that the cor 16 ,of

parliament, being chofen by the

- them, are the -eme autharity

nd that whatever is enacted and 1 dechred

c ons, hath the force of law, with-

Shbis s o h\m{‘: of peers. 'The ordi=

tuart, king of Enghnd,

(_r

el ,..J es
of Lnari

nance for the tric

fo they called him, was again read and mmn\mouﬂr af-

{ented to.
In p":opf‘.rtim: to the enormity of the violences and

ufurpations, were mented the pretences of fandity,

<¢ Should any one have vdun-

o thofe reoi
among thoie recg

< tarily propofed,” faid Cromwel in the houfe, * t0

¢ bring the king to punifhment, I fhould have rcmrded

¢ him as the 31‘:“‘1{’; traitor ; but, fince providenct and

¢¢ neceflity have caft us upon it, I will pray to Godfor a

1 your counfels ; though I am not preyared
¢ t0
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r Ixr ANy o W R PTEETAU) yiay - N S SR g
¢ to give you any advice on this important occafic
) I

1€ 2

¢ Even I myfelf,” fubjoined he, ¢¢ when I was lately

my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, and con-

o

fxduhd this preter-natural movement as the anfwer
¢ which heaven, having rejected the king, had fent to
¢ my fupplications.’

A woMmAN of Hertfordfhire, illuminated by propheti-
al vifions, defired admittance into the military council,
ard communicated to the officers a revelation, which af-

fired them, that their meafures wer

ajove, and ratified by a heavenly fan&ion. This intellf-

T
3
-

g:nce gave them great comfort, and much confirmec
i1 their prefent refolutions ®,

CovrongL Harrifon, the fon of a butcher, and the
noft furious enthufiaft in thea rmy, was fent with a ftrong

prty to conduét the sondon, At

Eamilton, who was a ad=-
PR e | £ Fy
nitted into thekin fa es,

'x:f?ion:ltslv “%C

z

C Y| CIng

followed

was inftantl y hum“‘ away. I'I:zn*.iiton long
hm with his eyes, all fuuukd in tears, and prognofti-
5 prog

1

tation, he had given the laft

cited, that, in this fhort
1 and his friend.
CHARLEs himfelf was affure d,” that

li'e’ was now a

alicu to his fover

period of his

vaching ; but notwitl

peparations, which were making, a
hich he receivea, he could not, even yet, be
hs enemies really meant to conclude their viole

lic trial and execution. ‘A private affaflina

lh.)

mwoment looked for; and though Harrifon affured him

K 2 that

offering up petitions for his majefty’s reftoration, felt 16
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that cataftrophe, fo frequent with dethroned princes, that
he expeted to terminate his life. In appearance, as well
as in reality, the king was now dethroned. All the ex~
terior {ymbols of fovereignty were withdrawn, and his at-
tendants had orders to ferve him without ceremony. At
firt, he was fhocked with inftances of rudenefs and
familiarity, to which he had been fo little accuftomed.
Nothingy fo c&n!m/pt:@i" asa du[/)tftd prz'm'e ! was the reflece
tion, which they fuggefted to him. But he foon recon-
ciled his mind to this, as he had done to his other cala-
mities. ‘

AvL the circumflances of the trial were now adjufted
and the high court of juftice fully conftituted. It cons
fifted of 133 perfons, as named by the commons ; but
there fcarcely ever fate above 70: So difficult was it,
notwithftanding the blindnefs of prejudice, and the allure-
ments of intereft, to engage men of any name or charac=
ter in that ¢riminal meafure. Cromwel, Ireton, Harri-
fon, and the chief officers of the army, moft of them of
mean birth, were members, together with fome of the
lower houfe and fome citizens of London. The twelve
judges were at firft appointed in the number: But as they
had affirmed, that it was contrary to all the ideas of Engs
lith law to try the king for treafon, by whofe authority
all accufations for treafon muft neceflarily be conduéted ;
their names, as well as thofe of fome peers, were after=
wards ftruck out. Bradfhaw, a lawyer, was chofen pre-
fident.  Coke was appointed folicitor for the people of
England. Doriflaus, Steele, and Afke, were named afe
fiftants. The court fat in Weltminfter-hall.

It is remarkable, that, in calling over the court,
when the crier pronounced the name of Fairfax, which
had been inferted in the number, a voice came from on¢
of the fpé@ators, and cried, He has more wit than to be
bhere. When the charge was read againft the king, [n 22

5 : name
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name of the people of England ; the fame voice exclaimed, C l’;’lé\ P.
Not a tenth part of them. Axtel the officer, who guarded 5 ocy

the court, giving orders to fire into the box, whence thefe
infolent fpeeches came ; it was difcovered, that lady Fair-
fax was there, and that it was the who had had the cou-
rage to utter them. She wasa perfon of noble extraétion,
daughter of Horace lord Vere of Tilbury; but being
feduced by the violence of the times, the had long feconded
her hufband’s zeal againit the royal caufe, and was now,
as well as he, ftruck with abhorrence at the fatal and
unexpected confequence of all his boafted vi&tories.

1649.

THE pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of this tran{- The king's

action correfponded to the greateft conception, that is
fuggefted in the annals of human kind ; the delegates of
a great people fitting in judgment upon their fupreme
magiftrate, and trying him for his mifgovernment and
breach of truft. ‘The folicitor, in the name of the com-
mons, reprefented, that Charles Stuart, being admitted king
of England, and entruffed with a limited power ; yet ne-
verthelels, from a wicked defign to erect an unlimited and
tyrannical government, had traiteroufly and malicioufly
levied war againft the prefent parliament, and the people,
whom they reprefented, and was therefore impeached as a
tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and implacable
enemy to the commonwealth, After the charge was
finithed, the prefident direCted his difcourfe to the king,
and told him, that the court expeéted his anfwer.

THE king, though long detained a prifoner, and now
produced as a criminal, fuftained, by his magnanimoys
;:oumge, the majefty of a monarch. ‘With great temper
and dignity, he declined the authority of the court, and
refufed to fubmit himfelf to their jurifdiction. He repre-
fented, that, having been engaged in treaty with his two
houfes of parliament, and having finithed almoft every
article, he had expeded to be brought to his capital in
B | another

trial.
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me, to, have been reftared

. 2 > 3 vobl as his neris
o his power, dignity, revenue, as well as to bis perfonal

srty : T hat he could not now p“
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had learned, that even t'r‘,'c commons, whofe

s pretended, were fubdued by lawlefs force,
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from the Supreme Ma-
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prove the integrity of his condu, and affert the juffice €

r39

H AP,
1.3Y

i, @

of thofe defenfive arms, to which, unwillingly andunfor= ",

tunately, he had had recourfe: But .that, in order to
preferve a uniformity of conduéy he muft, at rr\f‘:nr,
forego the npology of his innocence 3 left, by ratifying
an authority, no bétter founded than that of xob':.:xs "m!
pyfates, he be juftly branded as the  betrayer, inftead
being applauded as the martyr, of the conftitution.

THE prefident, in order to fupport the majefty of the
people, and maintain the fu riority of his court above
the prifoner, ftill inculc muft not decli

authority of his judges; that

tions ; that they were delegated by the people,

fource of every lawful power; and that kings themfelves
a&ed but in truft from that community, which had in=
vefted this high court of juftice with  its jurifdiction.
Even according to thofe principles, which, in his prefent

oblig

fituation, he was perhaps d to adopt, his behaviour,

in general, will appear not a little harfh and barbarous ;
but when we confider him as a fubject, and one too of

~himfelf to his unfortunate

no high charaéter, addrefii

fovereign, his ftyle will be efteemed, to the laft degree,
audacious and infolent.

THREE times was Charles produced before the court,

and as often declined their jurifdiGion. On the fourth,
S

the judges having examined fome witnefles, by whom it

appeared -in arms againft

was proved, that the king h
the forces commiflioned by the parliament, they pro-
nounced fentence againft him. He fcemed very anxious,
at this time, to be admitted to a conference with the two
houfes ; and it was fuppofed, that he intended to refign
the crown to his fon : But the court refufed compliance,
and confidered that requeft as nothing but a delay of

juftice,

It

1649,

27th Jas,
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€ H A P. It isconfefled, that the king’s behaviour, during this laft
\ " , fcene of his life, does honour to his memory ; and that,
1649.  in all appearances before his judges, he never forgot his
part, either as a prince or as a man. Firm and intrepid,
he maintained, in each reply, the utmoft perfpicuity and
juftnefs both of thought and expreflion : Mild and equa-
ble, he rofe into no paffion at that unufual authority,
which was aflumed over him. His foul, without effort
or affeGtation, feemed only to remain in the fituation fa-
miliar to it, and to look down with contempt on all the
efforts of human malice and iniquity. The foldiers,
inftigated by their fuperiors, were brought, though with
difficulty, to cry aloud for juftice : Poor fouls ! faid the
king to one of his attendantss for a little money they would
do as much againfl their commanderst. Some of them were
permitted to go the utmoft length of brutal infolence, and
to {pit in his face, as he was condu&led along the paffage
to the court. To excite a fentiment of piety was thg
only effe¢t, which this inhuman infult was able to pro=

duce upon him.

THE people, though under the rod of lawlefs, un=
limited power, could not forbear, with the moft ardent
prayers, pouring forth their withes for his prefervation;
and, in his prefent diftre(s, they avowed him, by their
generous tears, for their monarch, whom, in their mif=
guided fury, they had before {o violently rejeéted. The
king was foftened at this moving fcene, and exprefled his
gratitude for their dutiful affeétion. One foldier too,
feized by contagious {ympathy, demanded frcm heaven a
blefling on opprefled and fallen majefty : His officer, over-
hearing the prayer, beat him to the ground in the king's
prelence.  The punifpment, methinks, exceeds the offence ;
This was the refleCtion which Charles - formed on that
pcoafion 7,

24

§ Rufh. vol, viii. p, 1425 % Warwick, p. 399

As
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As foon as the intention of trying the king was known C
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H A P,
LIX.

In foreign countries, fo enormous an alion was exclaimed __ __,

againft by the general voice of reafon and humanity ;
and all men, under whatever form of government they
were born, rejected this example, as the utmoft effort of
undifguifed ufurpation, and the moft heinous infult on
law and juftice. he French ambaffador; by orders from
his court, interpofed in the king’s behalf: The Dutch
employed their good offices: The Scots exclaimed and
protefted againft the violence: The queen, tht prince,
wrote pathetic letters to the parliament. All folicitations
were found fruitlefs with men whofe refolutions were
fixed and irrevocable.

Four of Charles’s friends, perfons of virtue and dig-
nity, Richmond, Hertford, Southampton, Lindefey, ap-
plied to the commons. = They reprefented, that they were
the king’s counfellors, and had concurred, by their ad-
vice, “in all thofe meafures, which were now imputed
as crimes to their royal mafter : “That, in the eye of the
law, and according to the diftates of common reafon,
they alone were guilty, and were alone expofed to cenfure
for every blameable ation of the prince: And that -they
now prefented themfelves, in order to fave, by their own
punifthment, that precious life, which it became the com-
mons themfelves, and every fubje&, with the utmoft
hazard, to prote¢t and defend v. Such a generous effort
tended to their honour; but contributed nothing towards
ithe king’s fafety.

THE people remained in that filence and aftonithment,
which all great paffions, when they have not an oppor-
tunity of exerting themfelves, naturally produce in the
human mind. The foldiers, being inceffantly plied with
prayers, fermons, and exhortations, were wrought up to
a degree of fury, and imagined, that in the ads of the

W Perinchef, p, 85. Lloyde, p. 379.
moft

1649,
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{loyalty towards their prince, confifted

_ their greateft .merit in the eye of heaven™,

days were allowed the king between his fen<
“his interval he pafled with
ding and devotion. -All

v*‘md, were allowed accefs
e princefs Elizabeth.and
h': 1':1Ac of York lnd made
~.7'c was' little more than an infant:
] ftanding her. tender years, {hewed
an-advanced jw’wrment- and the calamities of her family

a deep impreflion upon her, ' After many pious
lations and advices, the king gave her in charge to
the queen, that, during tl‘c whole courfe of his life,

ad never once, even in thought,. failed inhis fidelity
towards her ; and that his conjugal tendernefs. and his
lifc thould have an.equal duration.

T'o the young duke too, he could not forbear giving
fome advice, in order to feafon his m ind with early prin-

es of loyalty and obedience towards his brother, who

{o foon to be his fovereign. Holding bhim -on his
knce, he f

¢ head.” At thefe words, the ‘child looked very fted=

« Now they will cut off thy father’s

¢ «r

faftly wpon him. ° Mark ! child, what 1 fay: They

e’ will cut off my head ! and perhaps make thee aking:

< But mark whe at’] fay : Thou muft not be a: king, a

1

< long thy brothers, Charles and James, are alive,

¢ They will cut off thy brothers’ heads, when they catt
¢ catch them ! And thy head too they will cut off at
¢ {aft ! Thercfore I charge thee, do not be made 4

king by them !”  "The duke, fighing, replied, < Lwill

¢ be torn in' pieces firft!”  So determined an anfwer,
from one of fuch tender years, filled the king’s eyes with

tears of joy and admiration,

x- Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Times.

EvERY




Eviry niolit, during this interval, “the king

2

found as 1ough ‘the noife of workmen, empl!

in framing )ld, and -other preparations f"*

execution, continually refounded ‘in his

1

Ty
rofe early; and calling

mornio of t

Her

1ts, he bade

him employ more

A
than ufual care in dreffing him, and aring him for fo

Pre]
I
great and joyful a folemnity.  Bifhop ]

N, a 'man ,.j
2 3

endowe the fame mild and fteady virtues, by which

o himfelf was fo much ('!iﬁmguxﬂld, affifted hin

in his'devotions, and paid the laft melancholy duties to

his friend and fov

. - ‘ 5wt 1y
THE {treet before Whitehall swas the place deftined fc

SR x 7 S
the ‘execution : For it'was intended, by choofing ‘that

very place, in fight of his own ‘palace, to difplay more
evidently the triumph ‘of popular’juftice over royal‘ma-
X7 ¢

o he 1
Jeity. When th

h e T AR ST
€ upon the 1catfolc P he found

it {o furrounded with foldiers, that he could not expetto

be heard by any of the “people

his difcourfe to the few perfo

colonel ‘Tomlinfon,

Q whofe care

committ \.J, and apon '»VhO?D, as upon many
le d

othe “" his amiabl ¢Cportment had wrought an entire

converfion. = He j juthif

attified his own innocence in the late

1d obferved,; that he had not taken arms, till

ment had w'> ted forces ; nor had he any
other object in his warlike o perations, than t

after the parlia

o preferve
that authority entire, which his predeceflors had tranfmit

ted to him.  He threw not, however, the blame upon
parliament ; but was more inclined to think, tha

afr 1
Lidab Jal il
ftruments had interpofed, and raifed in the

jealoufies with reg

rard to his intentions, Though inno

cent towards his people, he acknow ed e
his execution in the eyes of his M ;..and obi P
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C H A P. that an unjuft fentence, which he had fuffered to take

LIX

— — effell, was no

1649.

w punifhed by an unjuft fentence upon him-
felf. He forgave all his enemies, even the chief inftru-
ments of his death ; but exhorted them and the whole
nation to return to the ways of peace, by paying obedi-
nce to their lawful fovereigny his fon and fucceflor,
When he was preparing himfelf for the block, bifhop
Juxon called to him: There is, Sir, but one ftage
«¢ more, which, though turbulent and troublefome, is
¢ yet a very fhort one. Confider, it will foon carry you
¢ a great way ; it will carry you from earth to heaven;
¢ and there you fhall find, to your great joy, the prize,
¢ to which you haften, a crown of glory.” < 1 go,”
replied the king, ¢ from a corruptible to an incorruptible
¢« crown; where no difturbance can have place.” At
one blow was his head fevered from his body. A manin
a vizor performed the office of executioner : Another, in
a like difguife, held up to the fpelators, the head,
ftreaming with blood, and cried aloud, This is the head
of a traitor !

IT is impoffible to defcribe the grief, indignation, and
aftonifhment, which took place, not only among the
fpeQators, who were overwhelmed with a flood of fot=
row, but throughout the whole nation, as foon as the
report of this fatal execution was conveyed to them.
Never monarch, in the full triumph of fuccefs and vic-
tory, was more dear to his people, than his misfortunes
and magnanimity, his patience and piety, had rendered
this unhappy prince. In proportion to their former dela-
fions, which had animated them againft him, was the
violence of their return to duty and affeGion ; while each
reproached himfelf, either with aétive difloyalty towards
him, or with too indolent defenice of his oppreffed caufe.
On weaker minds, the effe& of thefe complicated paffions
was prodigious, 'Women are faid to have caft forth the
untimely

a

~
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untimely fruit of their womb: Others fell into convul- C H A P
fions, or {unk into fuch a melancholy as attended them JIL
to their grave : Nay fome, unmindful of themfelves, as 1643,
though they could not, or would not furvive their be-
loved prince, it is reported, fuddenly fell down dead.
‘The very pulpits were bedewed with unfuborned tears ;
thofe pulpits, which had formerly thundered out the moft
violent imprecations and anathemas againft him. And all
men united in their deteftation of thofe hypocritical parri-
cides, who, by fanctified pretences, had fo long difguifed
their treafons, and in this laftact of iniquity, had thrown
an indelible ftain upon the nation.

A FrEsH inftance of hypocrify was difplayed the very
day of the king’s death. The generous Fairfax, not
content with being abfent from the trial, had ufed all the
intereft, which he yet retained, to prevent the execution
of the fatal fentence; and had even employed perfuafion
with his own regiment, though none elfe thould follow him,
to refcue the king from his difloyal murderers. Cromwel
and Ireton, informed of this intention, endeavoured to
convince him, that-the Lord had rejetted the king; and
they exhorted him to feck by prayer fome direCtion from
heaven on this important occafion: But they concealed
from him that they had already figned the warrant for
the execution. Harrifon was the perfon. appointed to
join in prayer with the unwary general. By agreement,
he prolonged his doleful cant, till intelligence arrived,
that the fatal blow was ftruck., He then rofe from his
knees, and infifted with Fairfax, that this event was a
miraculous and providential anfwer, which heaven had
fent to their devout {upplications 2.

It being remarked, that the king, the moment before
he ftretched out his neck to the executioner, had faid to
Juxon, with a very earneft accent, the fingle word,

Pa

Vor. VIL L REMEM~

7 Herberty pe 338,
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C H A P. REMEMBER ; great myfteries were fuppofed to be cona

LIX.

v cealed under that expreffion ; and the generals vehemently

1649.

infifted with the prelate, that he fhould inform them of
the kine’s meaning, Juxon told them, that the king,
having f':'cqucntly charged him to inculcate on his fon the
forgivenefs of his murderers, had taken this opportunity,
in the laft moment of his life, when his commands, he
fuppofed, would be regarded as facred and inviolable, to
re-iterate that defire; and that his mild fpirit thus ter-
minated its prefent courfe, by an act of benevolence to-
wards his greateft enemies.

Tue chara&er of this prince, as that of moft men, if
not of all men, was mixed ; but his virtues predominated
extremely above his vices, or, more properly {peaking,
his imperfe&tions : For fcarce any of his faults rofe to
that pitch as to merit the appellation of vices. To con-
fider him in the moft favourable light, it may be affirmed,
that his dignity was free from pride, his humanity from
weaknefs, his bravery from rafhnefs, his temperance from
aufterity, his frugality from avarice: All thefe virtues,
in him, maintained their proper bounds, and merited
unreferved praife. To fpeak the moft harfhly of him,
we may affirm, that many of his good qualities were
attended with fome latent frailty, which, though feem-
ingly inconfiderable, was able, when feconded by the
extreme malevolence of his fortune, to difappoint them
of all their influence: His beneficent difpofition was
clouded by a manner not very gracious ; his virtue was
tinGured with fuperftition ; his good fenfe was disfigured
by a deference to perfons of a capacity inferior to his
own ; and his moderate temper exempted him not from
hafty and precipitate refolutions. He deferves the epithet of
a good, rather than of a great man ; and was more fitted
to rule in a regular eftablifhed government, than either te
agive way to the encroachments of a popular aflembly, or

X finally
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finally to fubdue their pretenfions! He wanted fupplenefs € Tf“’c\ P,
and dexterity fufficient for the firft meafure: He was not \__\,_J

endowed with the vigour requifite for the fecond. Had
he been born an abfolute prince, his humanity and good
fenfe had rendered his reign happy and his memory pre-
cious: Had the limitations on prerogative been, in his
time, quite fixed and certain, his integrity had made him
regard, as facred, the boundaries of the conftitution.
Unhappily, his fate threw him into a period, when the
precedents of many former reigns favoured ftrongly of
arbitrary power, and the genius of the people ratd vio-
lently towards liberty. And if his political prudence was
not fufficient to extricate him from fo perilousa fituation,
he may be excufed ; fince, even after the event, when' it
is commonly eafy to corre& all errors, oneis at a lofs to
determine what condu&, in his circumftances, could
have maintained the authority of the crown, and pre-
ferved the peace of the nation, Expofed, without re-
venue, without arms, to the aflault of furious, implacable,
and bigotted factions, it was never permitted him; but
with the moft fatal confequences, to commiit the fmalleft
miftake ;. a condition too rigorous to be impofed on the
greateft human capacity.

SoME hiftorians have rathly queftioned the good faith
of this prince: But, for this reproach, the moft malig-
nant fcrutiny of his condu&, which, in every circum=
ftance, is now thoroughly known, affords not any reafon-
able foundation. On the contrary, if we confider the
extreme difficulties, to which he was {) frequently re-
duced, and compare the fincerity of his profeffions and
declarations; we fhall avow, that probity and honour
ought juftly to be numbered among his moft fhining
qualities. In every treaty, thofe conceffions, which, he
thought, he could not, in confcience, maintain, he
never could, byany motive or perfuafion, be induced to

L2 make,

1649,
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€ H A P.make. And though fome violations of the ' petition of

LiX.
———— F

ight may perhaps be imputed to him ; thefe are more to

1649 be afcribed to the neceflity of his fituation, and to the lofty

ideas of royal prerogative, which, from former eftablifhed
precedents, he had imbibed, than to any failure in the
integrity of his principles 2

Tris prince was of a comely prefence ; of a fweet,
but melancholy afpect.  His face was regular, handfome,
and well complexioned ; his body ftrong, healthy, and
juftly proportioned ; and being of a middle ftature, ‘he
was capable of enduring the greateft fatigues. He ex-
celled in horfemanthip and other exercifes; and he pof
feffed all the exterior, as well as many of® the efiential
qualities, which form an accomplifhed prince.

THE tragical death of Charles begat a queftion, whe-
ther the people, in any cafe, were intitled to judge and
to punifh their fovereign ; and moft men, regarding chiefly
the atrocious ufurpation of the pretended judges, and the
merit of the virtuous prince who fuffered, were inclined
to condemn the republican principle, as highly feditious
and extravagant: But there ftill were a few, who, ab-
firaling from the particular circumftances of this cafe,
were able to confider the queftion in general, and were
inclined to moderate, not contradiét, the prevailing fen-
timent. Such might have been their reafoning. If ever,
on any occafion, it were laudable to conceal truth from
the populace; it muft be confefled, that the doltrine of
refiftance affords fuch an example; and that all fpecu-
lative reafoners ought to obferve, with regard to this prin=
ciple, the fame cautious filence, which the laws, in every
fpecies of government, have ever prefcribed to themfelves.
Government is inftituted, in order to reftrain the fury and
injuftice of the people; and being always founded on
opinion, not on force, it is dangerous to weaken, by
thefe fpeculations, the reverence, which the multitude

2 Sce note [F] at the end of the volume,

owe
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owe to authority, and to inftru& them beforehand, thatC Y]TJ;P-
the cafe can ever happen, when they may be freed from "
their duty of allegiance. Or fhould it be found impoffible 1649
to reftrain the licence of human difquifitions, it muft be

acknowledged, that the do&rine of obedience ought alone

to be inculcated, and that the exceptions, which are rare,
ought feldom or never to be mentioned in popular reafon-

ings and difcourfes, Nor is there any danger, that man-
kind, by this prudent referve, fhould univerfally degene-

rate intoa ftate of abject fervitude, When the exception
really occurs, even though it be not previoufly expefted
and defcanted on, it muft, from its very nature, be fo
obvious and undifputed, as to remove all doubt, and
overpower the reftraint, however great, impofed by teach-
ing the general do&rine of obedience, But between re-
fiting a prince and dethroning him, there is a wide inter-
val ; and the abufes of power, which can warrant the
latter violence, are greater and more enormous, than
thofe which will juftify the former. Hiftory, however,

fupplies us with examples even of this kind; and the
reality of the fuppofition, though, for the future, it
ought ever to be little looked for, muft, by all candid
enquirers, be acknowledged in the paft. But between
dethroning a prince and punithing him, there is another
very wide interval ; and it were not ftrange, if even men of
the moft enlarged thought fhould queftion, whether human
nature could ever, in any monarch, reach that height of de-
pravity, as to warrant, inrevolted fubjeds, this laft act of
extraordinary jurifdi€tion. That illufion, if it be an illu-
fion, which teaches us to pay a facred regard to the per=
fons of princes, is fo falutary, that to diffipate it by the
formal trial and punithment of a fovereign, will have
more pernicious effects upon the people, than the example
of juftice can be fuppofed to have a beneficial influence
upon princes, by checking their career of tyranny. It is

L 3 dangerous
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C H A P.danperous alfo, by thefe examples, to reduce princes to
LIX. 25 AL :

v defpair, or bring matters to fuch extremities againft perfons
1643,

endowed with great power, asto leave them no refource,
but in the moft violent and moft fanguinary counfels,
This, general pofition being eftablifhed, it muft, however,
be obferved, that no reader, almoft of any party or prin~
ciple, was ever fhocked, when he read, in ancient hiftory,
that the Roman fenate voted Nero, their abfolute fove-
reign, to be a public enemy, and, even without trial,
condemned him to the fevereft and moft ignominious
punithment ; a punifhment, from which the meaneft
Roman citizen, was, by the laws, exempted. The crimes
of that bloody tyrant are fo enormous, -that they break
through all rules ; and extort a confeffion, that fuch a
dethroned prince is no longer fuperior to his people, and
can no longer plead, in his own defence, laws, which
were eftablifhed for conduéting the ordinary courfe of
adminiftration.. But when we pafs from the cafe of Nero
to that of Charles, the great difproportion, or rather
total contrariety, of charadter immediately ftrikes us;
and we ftand aftonifhed, that, among a civilized people,
fo much virtue could ever meet with fo fatal a cataftrophe,
Hiftory, the great miftrefs of wifdom, furnifhes examples
of all kinds; and every prudential, as well as moral
precept, may be authorized by thofe events, which her
enlarged mirror is able to prefent to us. From the
memorable revolutions, which pafled in England during
this period, we may naturally deduce the fame ufeful
leflon, which Charles himfelf, in his later years, inferred;
that it is dangerous for princes, even from the appearance
of neceflity, to aflume more authority, than the laws have
allowed them. But, it muff be confefled, that thefe events
furnifh us with another inftru&ion, no lefs natural, and no
lefs ufeful, concerning the madnefs of the people; the fu-
ries of fanaticifin, and the danger of mercenary armies.

In
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In order to clofe this part of Britifh hiftory, it is alfo €
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C II 4 By

neceflary to relate the diffolution of the monarchy in
¥ ¥ ;.—.\,.__:

England : That event foon followed upon the death of
the monarch When the peers met, on the day appointed
in their adjournment, they entered upon bufinefs, and
fen: down fome votes to the commons, of which the
letter deigned not to take the leaft notice. In a few days,
the lower houfe pafled a vote, that they would make no
more addreffes to the houfe of peers, nor receive any
from them ; and that that houfe was ufelefs and danger-
ous, and was therefore to be abolifhed. A like vote
paffed with regard to the monarchy ; and it is remark-
able, that Martin, a zealous republican, in the debate cn
this queftion, confefled, that, if they defired a king, the
laft was as proper as any gentleman in England . The
commons ordered a new great feal to be engraved, on
which that aflembly was reprefented, with this legend,
ON THE FIRST YEAR OF FREEDoM, BY (GOD’s BLES-
SING, RESTORED, 1648. The forms of all public bufi-
nefs were changed, from the king’s name, to that of the
keepers of the liberties of Englandc. And it was de-
- clared high treafon to proclaim, or any otherwife ac-
knowledge Charles Stuart, commonly called prince of
Wales.

The commons intended, it is faid, to bind the princefs
Elizabeth apprentice to a button-maker : The duke of
Glocefter was to be taught fome other mechanical em-
ployment. But the former foon died; of grief, as is
fuppofed, for her father’s tragical end : The latter was,
by Cromwel, fent beyond fea.

b Walker’s hiftory of independency, part 2. ¢ The court of
King's Bench was called the court of Public Benich. So cautious on this
head were fome of the republicans, that, it is pretended, in reciting the
Lord’s prayer, they would not fay by kingdom come, but always thy common-
wealth comes

L4 THE
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THE king’s ftatue, in the Exchange, was thiown

\—— down ; and on the pedeftal thefe words were inferied:

1649.

a’lL

EXIT TYRANNUS, REGUM ULTIMUS 5 The tyrant isgone,
the /z//i of the kings.

Duke rIAI\HLLQ\ was tried by a new high cout of
juftice, as earl 6f Cambridge in England; and con-
demned for treafon. This fentence, which was cerain=
ly hard, but which ought to fave his memory fron all
imputations of treachery to his mafter, was executel on
a fcaffold, erected before Weftminfler-hall. Lord Capel
underwent the fame fate. Both thefe noblemen' had
efcaped frem prifon, but were afterwards difcoverec and
taken. To all the folicitations of their friends forpare
tary leaders ftill reglied,

enerals

certainly the ir':*""':’\'l of providence they

fhould fuffer; fince it had permitted them to fall int the
hands of their enemics, after they had once recovered their
fite 1

earl of Holland loft his life by a like fentince.

of a_polite and courtly behaviour, he died la=
mented by no party. His ingratitude to the king, and
his frequent changing of fides, were r

flains on his memory. The earl of N

rded as rreat

orwich and Sir [ohn

Owen, being condemned by the fame court, werepar-

doned by the coi
Tae ki

nmons,

ng left fix children; three males, Churles,
born in 1630, James duke of York, born in 1633, Eenry
duke of Glocefler, born in 1641 ; and three fcnales
Mary princefs of Orange, born 1631, Elizabeth, born
1635, and Henrietta, afterwards duchefs of Orhans,
born at Exeter 1644.

‘THE archbifthops of Canterbury in this reign were
Abbot and Laud: The lord keepers, W IHJa'ns, bihop
of Lincoln, lord Covcnfrv lord FIILh lord Littleton,
and Sir Richard Lane; the high admirals, the dule of

ckino-
Bu hnyg
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Bmkingham and the earl of Northumberland ; the trea-!C H A P.

fuers, the earl of Marlborough, the earl of Portland,
Juion; bifhop of London, and lord Cottington ; the fe-
crearies of ftate, lord Conway, Sir Albertus Moreton,
Coxe, Sir Henry Vane, lord Falkland, lord Digby, and
SirEdward Nicholas. '

Ir may be expelted, that we fhould here mention the
Ico Bafiliké, a work publifhed in the king’s name a few
day after his execution. It feems almoft impoflible, in
thecontroverted parts of hiitory, to fay any thing which
wil fatisfy the zealots of both parties : But with regard

Tdl

to he genuinenefs of that produ@ion, it is not eafly for
amiftorian to fix any opinion, which will be entirely to
hisown fatisfation. The proofs brought to evince, that
thitwork is or is not the king’s, are fo convineing, that,
if m impartial reader perufe any one fide apart?, he will
thitk it impoflible, that arguments could be produced,
fuflcient to counter-balance fo ftrong an evidence : And
whn he compares both fides, he will be fome time at a
lofsto fix any determination. Should an abfolute fufpence
of pdgment be found difficult or difagreeable in fo inter-
eftiig a queftion, I muft confefs, that I much incline to
give the preference to the arguments of the royalifts.
T'h: teftimonies, which prove that performance to be the
kin;’s, are more numerous, certain, and dire&t, thar
thoe on the other fide. This is the cafe, even if we
conlider the external evidence: But when we weigh the
intenal, derived from the ftyle and compofition, there is
no nanner of comparifon.,  Thefe meditations refemble,

d jce on the one hand, Toland’s Amyntor, and on the other, Wagflafie’s
yindiation of the royal martyr, with Young’s addition. We may remark,
that ord Clarendon’s total filence with regard to this fubje&, in fo fuli a
tion of the king’s meafures and chara&er, forms
a preumption on Toland’s fide, and a prefumption of which that author was
ignount s the works of the noble hiftorian not being then publifhed. Bifhop
Burnt’s teftimony too muft be allowed of fome weight againft the Zoon,

hiftoy, compofed in vin

3 in

AX,

1949.
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A Llf_(_"_J of thofe performances, which we know with certainty to
1649. have flowed from the royal pen: But are fo unlike the

bombaft, perplexed, rhetorical, and corrupt ftyle of Dr,
Gauden, to whom they are afcribed, that no human tefti-
mony feems fufficient to convince us, that he was the
author. Yet all the evidences, which would rob the king
of that honour, tend to prove, that Dr. Gauden had the
merit of writing fo fine a performance, and the infamy of
impofing iton the world for the king’s.

It is not eafy to conceive the general compaflion ex-
cited towards the king, by the publithing, at fo critical 2
jun&ture, a work fo full of piety, meeknefs, and huma-
nity. Many have not fcrupled to afcribe to that book
the fubfequent reftoration of the royal family. Milton
compares its effeCts to thofe which were wrought on the
tumultuous Romans by Anthony’s reading to them the
will of Cefar. The Zeon pafled through fifty editions in
a twelvemonth ; and independent of the great intereft
taken in it by the nation, as the fuppofed production of
their murdered fovereign, it muft be acknowledged the
beft profe compofition, which, at the time of its publis
cation, was to be found in the Englifh language.
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State of Eugland Of Scotland Of Ireland—
Levellers fuppreffed—Siege of Dublin raifed——
Tredab fiormed—— Covenanters—Montrofe taken
prifoner —— Executed Covenanters——Battle
of Dunbar——Of Warcefter
The commonwealth Dutch war
of the parliament,

King’s efcapem—
Difolution

T HE confufions, which overfpread England afterc u a p,
the murder of Charles I. proceeded as well from  LX-
the fpirit of refinement and innovation, which agitated  1649.
the ruling party, as from the diffolution of all that autho- étngtleazg
rity, both civil and ecclefiaftical, by which the nation
had ever been accuftomed to be governed. Every man
had framed the model of a republic ; and, however new
it was, or fantaftical, he was cager in recommending it
to his fellow citizens, or even impofing it by force upon
them, Every man had adjufted a fyflem of religion,
which, being derived from no traditional authority, was
peculiar to himfelf; and being founded on fuppofed in-
fpiration, not on any principles of human reafon, had
no means, befides cant and low rhetoric; by which it
could recommend itfelf to others. The levellers infilfed
on an equal diftribution of power and property, and dif-
claimed all dependance and fubordination. The mille-
narians or fifth-monarchy-men required, that government
itfelf fhould be abolithed, and all human powers be Jaid

in
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1649.

of Chrift, whofe fecond coming. they fuddenly expeét-
ed. ‘The Antinomians eveninfifted, that the obligations
of morality and natural law were fufpended, and that
the ele@, guided by an internal principle, more per-
fe and divine, were fuperior to the beggarly elements of
juftice and humanity. A confiderable” party declaimed
againft tythes and hireling priefthood; and were refoly-
ed, that the magiftrate fhould not fupport by power or
revenue any ecclefiaftical eftablifhment. Another. party
inveighed againft the law and its profeflors ; and on pre-
tence of rendering more fimple the diftribution of juftice,
were defirous of abolithing the whole fyftem of - Englifh
jurifprudence, which feemed interwoven ‘with monarch-
ical government. Even thofe among the republicans,
who adopted not fuch extravagancies, were fo intoxicated
with their faintly charaéer, that they fuppofed them-
felves poflefled of peculiar privileges; and all profeffions,
oaths, laws, and engagements had, in a great meafure,
loft their influence over them. The bands of fociety
were every where loofened 5 and the irregular paffions‘of
men were encouraged by fpeculative principles, ftill more
unfocial and irregular,

THE royalifts, confifting of the nobles and more con-
fiderable gentry, being degraded from their authority and
plundered of their property, were inflamed with the
higheft refentment and indignation againft thofe ignoble
adverfaries, who had reduced them to fubjeétion, The
prefbyterians, whofe credit had firft fupported the arms
of the parliament, were enraged to find, that, by the
treachery or fupcrior cunning of their aflociates, the
fruits of all their fuccefsful labours were ravifhed from
them. The former party, frem inclination and prins
ciple, zealoufly attached themfelves to the fon of their
unfortunate monarch, whofe memory they refpeéted, and

whofe
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whofe tragical death they deplored. 'The latter caft theirC s e
eye towards the fame objet; but they had ftill many -
prejudices to overcome, many fears and jealoufies to be 1649
allayed, ere they could cordially entertain thoughts of
reftoring the family, which they had fo grievoufly of-
fended, and whofe principles they regarded with fuch
violent abhorrence.

THE only folid fupport of the republican independent
fa&tion, which, though it formed fo fmall a part of the
nation, had violently ufurped the government of the
whole, was a numerous army of near fifty thoufand men,
But this army, formidable from its difcipline and cour-~
age, as well as its numbers, was actuated by a fpirit,
that rendered it dangerous to the affembly, which had
affumed the command over it. Accuftomed to indulge
every chimera in politics, every frenzy in religion, the
foldiers knew little of the fubordination of citizens, and
had only learned, from apparent neceflity, fome maxims
of military obedience, And while they ftill maintained,
that all thofe enormous violations of law and equity, of
which they had been guilty, were juftified by the fuc-
cefs, with which providence had blefled them ; they were
ready to break out into any new diforder, wherever they
had the profpe&t of a like fanction and authority,

WaHAT alone gave fome ftability to all thefe unfettled
humours, was the great influence, both civil and mili-
tary, acquired by Oliver Cromwel. = This man, fuited
to the age in which he lived, and to that alone, was
equally qualified to gain the afteCtion and' confidence of
men, by what was mean, vulgar, and ridiculous in his
charadter 3 as to command their obedience by what was
great, daring, and enterprizing. Familiar even to buf=
foonery with the meaneft centinel, he never loft his
authority : Tranfported to a degree of madnefs with reli-
gious extafies, he never forgot the political purpofes, to

which
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:ii;_;fubjc&; defpifing liberty, while a citizen; though he

1649,

retained for a time all orders of men under a feeming
obediehce to the parliament; he was fecretly paving the
way, by artifice and courage, to his own unlimited au-
thority.

THE parliament, for fo we muft henceforth call 2
fmall and inconfiderable part of the houfe of commons,
having murdered their fovereign with fo many appearing
circumftances of folemnity and juftice, and fo much real

violence and even fury, began to aflume more the air of

a civil, legal power, and to enlarge a little the narrow
bottom upon which they ftood. They admitted a few
of the excluded and abfent members, fuch as were liable
to leaft exception ; but on condition, that thefe members
thould fign an approbation of whatever had been done in
their abifence with regard to the king’s trial : And {ome
of them were willing to acquire a fhare of power on fuch
terms: The greater part difdained to lend their authos
rity to fuch apparent ufurpations. They iflued fome
writs for new elections, in places where they hoped to
have intereft enough to bring in their own friends and
dependants. They named a council of flate, thirtys
eightin number, to whom all addrefles were made, who
gave orders to all generals and admirals, who executed
the laws, and who digefted all bufinefs before it was
introduced into parliament®, They pretended to employ
themfelves entirely in adjufting the laws, forms, and
plan of a new reprefentative ; and as foon as they fhould
have fettled the nation, they profefled their intention of

¢ Their names were, the earls of Denbigh, Mulgrave, Pembroke, Salif-
bury, Iords Crey and Fairfax, Lifle, Rolles, St. John, Wilde, Bradfhaw,
Cromwely, Skippon, Pickering, Maffam, Hafelrig, Harrington, Vane juns
Danvers, Armine, Mildmay, Conftable, Pennington, Wilfon, Whitlocke,
Martin, Ludlow, Stapleton, Hevingham, Wallop, Hutchinfon, Bond,
Popham, Valentine, Walton, Scot, Purefoy, Jones,
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W refloring the power to the people, from whom, they ac-C H A P,

! LX,
o knowledged, they had entirely derived it, \ )
b THE commowealth found every thing in England 1649

i  compofed into a feeming tranquillity by the terror of their
i, ~ arms.  Foreign powers, occupied in wars among them-

felves, had no leifure or inclination to interpofe in the
g  domeftic diffenfions of this ifland. The young king,
poor and negleted, living fometimes in Holland, fome-
times in France, fometimes in Jerfey, comforted himfelf;
amidft his prefent diftrefles, with the hopes of better for-
tune. The fituation alone of Scotland and Ireland gave
any immediate inquietude to the new republic.

AFTER the fucceflive defeats of Montrofe and Hamil-
ton, and the ruin of their parties, the whole authority in
" Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle and the rigid
mem  churchmen, that party which was moft averfe to the
r  jnterefts of the royal family. Their enmity, however,

muchs

Of Scotland,

d o againft the independents, who had prevented the fettle-
ol ment of prefbyterian difcipline in England, carried them
ral  to embrace oppofite maxims in their political conduét.
ed o Though invited by the Englifh parliament to model
hot  their government into a republican form, they refolved
i fHill to adhere to monarchy, which had ever prevailed in
, i their country, and which, by the exprefs terms of their
af  covenant, they had engaged to defend. They confidered
o befides, that as the property of the kingdom lay moftly

i in the hands of great families, it would be difficult to
ne  eftablifh 2 commonwealth, or without fome chief magi-
anyi  {trate, invefted with royal authority, to preferve peace or

ey juftice in the community. The execution, therefore, of
gi¢  the king, againft which they had always protefted, hav-
ing occafioned a vacancy of the throne, they immediately
proclaimed his fon and fucceffor, Charles II.; but upon
condition * of his good behaviour and ftri& obfervance
¢ of the covenant, and his entertaining no other perfons

¢ about
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¢« ahout him but fuch as were godly men and faithful to
¢ that obligation,” Thefe unufual claufes, inferted in

the very firft acknowledgement of their prince, fufficiently
fhewed their

ritv.  And the Englifh commonwealth, having no pre-
tence to interpofe in the affairs of that kingdom, allowed
the Scots, for the prefent, to take their own meafures in

intention of limiting extremely his autho-

fettling their government,

Tue dominion, which England claimed overIreland,
demanded more immediately their efforts for fubduing
that country. In order to convey a juft notion of Irifh
affairs, it will'be neceffary to look backwards fome years,
and to relate briefly thofe tranfadtions, which had paft
during the memorable revolutions in England. = When
the late king agreed to that ceffation of arms with the
Popith rebels f, which was become fo requifite, as well
for the fecurity of the Irifh proteftants as for promoting
his interefts in England, the parliament, in order to
blacken his condu&, reproached him with favouring that
odious rebellion, and exclaimed loudly againft the terms
of the ceffation. They even went fo far as to declare it
entirely null and invalid, becaufc finifhed without their
confent ; and to this declaration the Scots in Uliter, and
the earl of Inchiquin, a nobleman of great authority in
Munfter, profefied to adhere. By their means, the war
was ftill kept alive ; but as the dangerous diftra&ions in
England hindered the parliament from fending any con-
fiderable affiftance to their allies in Ireland, the mar-
quefs of Ormond, lord lieutenant, being a native of
Treland, and a perfon’ endowed with great prudence and
virtue, formed a fcheme for compofing the diforders of his
country, and for engaging the rebel Irifh to fupport the
caufe of his royal mafter. There were many circum-
flances which frongly invited the natives of Ireland
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THE COMMONWEALTH,

to embrace the king’s party.  The maxims of thatC B
prince had always led him to give a reafonable in-v

dulgence to the catholics throughout all his dominions ;
and one principal ground of that enmity, which the
puritans profefled againft him, was this tacit tolera-
tion. The parliament, on the contrary, even when
unprovoked, had ever menaced the papifts with the moft
rigid reftraint, if nct a total extirpation; and imme-
diately after the commencement of the Irifh rebellion,
they put to fale all the eftates of the rebels, and had
engaged the public faith for transferring them to the
adventurers, who had already advanced money upon
that fecurity, The fuccefs, therefore, which the arms
of the parliament met with at Nafeby, ftruck a juft terror
into the Irith ; and engaged the council of Kilkenny,
compofed of deputies from all the catholic counties and
cities, to conclude a peace with the marquefs of Or-
mond ¢. They profefled to return to their duty and
allegiance, engaged to furnith ten thoufand men for the
fupport of the king’s authority in England, and were
content with flipulating, in return, indemnity for their
rebellion and toleration of their religion.

ORrMOND not doubting but a peace, fo advantageous
and even neceffary to the Irith, would be ftrictly ob-
ferved, advanced with a {mall body of troops to Kil-
kenny, in order to concert meafures for common defence
with his new allies. The pope had fent over to Ireland a
nuncio, Rinuccini, an Italian; and this man, whofe
commiflion empowered him to dire& the {piritual con-
cerns of the Irith, was emboldened, by their ignorance
and bigotry, to affume the chief authority in the civil go-
vernment. Forefeeing that a general fubmiffion to the

Jord-lieutenant would put an end to his awn influence,
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C H A P. he conlpired with Owen Oneal, who commanded the na-
* tive Irith in Ulfter, and who bore a grea: jealoufy to

Prefton, the general chiefly trufted by the council of
Kilkenny. By concert, thefe two malconents fecretly
drew forces together, and were ready to fall on Ormond,
who remained in fecurity, trufting to the pacification fo
lately concluded with the rebels.  He received intellis
gence of their treachery, made his retreat with-celerity
and condu&, and fheltered his fmall army ian Dublin and
the other fortified towns, which ftill remained in the
hands of the proteftants.

THEe nuncio, full of arrogance, levity, :nd ambition,
was not contented with this violation of treaty. He
fummoned an affembly of the clergy at Waterford, and
engaged them to declare againt that pacifiation, which
the civil council had concluded with their fovereign. He
even thundered out a fentence of excommunication againft
all who fhould adhere to a peace, fo prejudicial, as he
pretended, to the catholic religion ; and the deluded
Irith, terrified with his fpiritual menaces, ranged them-
felves every where on his fide, and fubnitted to his
authority. Without fcruple, he carried on war againit
the lord-lieutenant, and threatened with a fiege the pro
teftant garrifons, which were, all of them, very ill pro-
vided for defence.

MEANWHILE, the unfortunate king wis neceffitated
to take fhelter in the Scottifh army ; and b:ing there re-
duced to clofe confinement, and fecluded from all com-
merce with his friends, defpaired, that his authority, or
even his liberty, would ever be reftored to lim. He fent
orders to Ormond, if he could not defend limfelf, rather
to fubmit to the Englifh than to the Irifh rebels; and ac-
cordingly the lord-lieutenant, being reduced to extremities,
delivered up Dublin, Fredah, Dundalk, :nd other gar-
rifons to colonel Michacl Jones, who toot peffeffion of
them

.



THE COMMONWEALTH.

them in the name of the Englith parliament. Ormond € HL;(\ P,
himfelf wert over to England, was admitted into the _ -,

king’s prefeice, received a grateful acknowledgment for
his paft fervices, and during fome time lived in tranquil-
lity near London. But being banifhed, with the other
royalifts, toa diftance from that city, and feeing every
event turn put unfortunately for his royal mafter, and
threaten hin with a cataftrophe ftill more direful, he
thought proer to retire into France, where he joined the
queen and tie prince of Wales.

In Ireland, during thefe tranfadions, the authority of
the nuncio jrevailed without controul among all the ca-
tholics ; an¢ that prelate, by his indifcretion and info-
lence, foonmade them repent of the power, with which
they had ertrufted him. Prudent men likewife were
fenfible of tie total deftruction, which was hanging over
the nation from the Englifh parliament, and faw no
refource or (afety but in giving fupport to the declining
authority ofthe king. The earl of Clanricarde, a noble~
man of an ancient family, a perfon too of merit, who
had ever prderved his loyalty, was fenfible of the ruin
which threaened his countrymen, and was refolved, if
poflible, to prevent it. He fecretly formed a combina=
tion among the catholics ; he enteredinto a correfpondence
with Inchiquin, who preferved great authority over the
proteftants n Munfter ; he attacked the nuncio, whom
he chaced ot of the ifland ; and he fent to Paris a depu~
tation, inviiing the lord-lieutenant to return and take
pofleflion of his government.

ORrMoNT, on his arrival in Ireland, found the king-
dom divided into many fa&ions, among which either open
waror fecrtt enmity prevailed. The authority of the
Eunglith pariament was eftablifhed in Dublin, and the
other town;, which he himfelf had delivered into their
hands, Oaeal maintained his credit in Ulfter; and
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having entered into a fecret correfpondence with the: par-
liamentary ge nerals, was more intmt on {chemes for his
own perfonal fafety than anxious for the prefervation of
his country or religion, The other Irifh, divided between
their clergy, who were aver fe to Ormond, and their no-
bility, who were atta ched to him, were very uneertain in
their motions and fecble in their meafures, The Scots
in the north, enraged, as well as their other country-
men, againft the ufurpations of the feGtarian army, pro-
f('ﬁ}d their adherence to the king ; but were ftill hindered

by many prejudices from entering into a cordial union
with his licutenant. All thefe diftralted councils and
contrary humours checked the progrefs of Ormond, and
enabled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to maintain

their ground againft him. The republican faltion,
meanwhile, in England, employed in fubduing the re-
volted royalifts, in reducing the parliament to fubjection,
in the trial, condemnation, and execution of their fove-
reign, totally neglected the fupplying of Ireland, and
allowed Jones and the forces in Dublin to remain in the
utmoft weaknefs and neceflity. The lord lieutenant,

though furrounded with difficulties, negleted not the
fa vourab ¢ opportunity of promoting the royal caufe.
Having at laft aflembled an’ army of 16,000 men, he
advanced uwpon the parliamentary garrifons, Dundalk,
where Monk commanded, was delivered up by the troops,
who mutinied againft their governor. T'redah, Neury,
and other forts were taken. Dublin was threatened with
a fiege ; and the affairs of the licutenant appeared in o

profpcrous a condition, that the young klné: entertained.

thoughts of coming in perfon into Ireland.

WHEN the Englith commonwealth was brought fo
fome tolerable fettlement, men began to caft their eyes
towards the neighbouring ifland. During the conteft of
the two parties, the government of Irel ‘.nd had remained

a great
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a great objet of intrigue; 2nd the prefbyterians endea- C H A P.
voured to obtain the lieutenancy for Waller, the inde- \___,__.J
pendents for Lambert, After the execution of the king, 16:8:
Cromwel himfelf began to afpire to a command, where
fo- much glory, he faw, might be won, and fo much
authority acquired, In his abfence, he took care to rsthMarch,
have his name propofed to the council of ftate ; and both
friends and enemies concurred immediately to vote him
into that important office: The former {ufpefed, that
the matter had not been propofed merely by chance,
without his own goncurrence; the latter defired to re-
move him to a diftance, and hoped, during his abfence,
to gain the afcendant over Fairfax, whom he had {o leng
blinded by his hypocritical profeffions, Cromwel him-
felf, when informed of his elettion, feigned furprize,
and pretended at firft to hefitate with regard to the ac-
ceptance of the command. And Lambert, either deceived
by his diffimulation, or in his turn, feigning to be de-~
ceived, ftill continued, notwithftanding this difappoint-
ment, his friendfhip and connexions with Cromwel.

THE new lieutenant immediately applied him{elf with
his wonted vigilance to make preparations for his expedi-
tion. Many diforders in England it behoved him pre-
vioufly to compofe. All places were full of danger and
inquictude. Though men, aftonifhed with the fuccefles
of the army, remained in feeming tranquillity, fymptoms
of the greateft difcontent every where appeared. The
Englith, long accuftomed to a mild adminiftration, and
unacquainted with diffimulation, could not conform their
fpeech and countenance to'the prefent neceflity, or pre-
tend attachment to a form of government, which they
generally regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. It wag
requifite to change the magiftracy of London, and to de-
grade, as well as punifh, the mayor and fome of the
aldermen, before the proclamation fog the abolition of

M 3 monarchy
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€ H A P. monarchy could be publifhed in the c1ty An engage-~
X. I

«— ment being framed to fupport the commonw: ealth without

king or houfe of peers, the army was with fome difficulty
brought to fubfcribe it; but though it was impofed upon
the reft of the nation under fevere penalties, no lefs than
putting all who refufed out of the protection of law ; fuch
obftinate reluétance was obferved in the people, that even
the imperious parliament was obliged’ to defift from it.
The fpirit of fanaticifm, by which that aflembly had at
firft been ftrongly fupported, was now turned, in a great
meafure, again{t them.  T'he pulpits, being chiefly filled
with prefbyterians, or difguifed r(\yuhfts, and having

long been the {certe of news and politics, could by no

penalties be reftrained from declarations, unfavourable to
the eftablifhed government. Numberlefs were the extra-
vagances, which broke out among the people. - Everard,
a difbanded foldier, having preached that the time was
now come when the community of goods would be re-
newed among chriftians, led out his followers to take
pofleffion of the land ; and being carried before the ge-
al, he refufed to falute him; becaufe he was but his
What feemed ‘more dangerous : The

ed with 1 ke humoursi, Though
: refled by the auda-

cious fpirit of Cromwel, they ftill continued to propa=

gate their doctrines ¢

mong the pnwlc men and inferior
officers, who pretended a right to‘be confulted, as before,
in'the adminiftration of the commonwsanh. They now

praétifec

p5 ol - P

nit their officers the fame leffon, which they
had been tanoht d'".ihlft the parliament. They framed
a remon{ lr,mu and fent five agitators to prefent it to the
general and council of war: Thefe were cafhiered with
ignominy by fentence of a court martial. One Lockier,
having carried his fedition farther, was fentenced to death

® Whitlocke,
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but this punithment was fo far from quelling the muti- € }:XA P,
nous fpirit, that above a thoufand of his companions
fhowed their adherence to him, by attending his funeral, 1645
and wearing in their hats black and fea-green ribbons by

way of favours. About four thoufand affembled at Bur- Levallors

3 fupprefled,
ford, under the command of Thomfon, a man formerly

aten condemned for fedition by a court-martial, but pardoned
rom { by the general. Colonel Reynolds, and afterwards Fair- May,
b fax and Cromwel, fell upon them, while unprepared for
i defence, and feduced by the appearance of a treaty.
ﬂ; Four hundred were taken prifoners: Some of them ca-
b pitally punifhed : The reft pardoned: And this tumul-
™ tuous fpirit, though it ftill lurked in the army, and
i broke out from time to time, feemed for the prefent to be
i fupprefled.

Jeral PeTITIONS, framed in the fame fpirit of oppofition,
oW were prefented to the parliament by lieutenant-colonel
bl Lilburn, the perfon who, for difperfing feditious libels,
ot had formerly been treated with fuch feverity by the ftar-
he chamber. His liberty was at this time as ill relifhed by
but.‘, the parliament, and he was thrown into prifon, as a pro-
i moter of fedition and diforder in the commonwealth. The
Thoy women applied by petition for his releafe; but were now
1eau‘:): defired to mind their houfhold affairs, and leave the go-
) pop vernment of the ftate to the men. From all quarters, the

parliament was harafled with petitions of a very free na-

ture, which ftrongly fpoke the fenfe of the nation, and

proved how ardently all men longed for the reftoration of
their laws and liberties, Even in a feaft, which the city

gave to the parliament and council of ftate, it was deem-.
ed a requifite precaution, if we may credit Walker

and Dugdale, to fwear all the cooks, that they would

ferve nothing but wholefome food to them.
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; THE parliament judged it neceffary to enlarge the laws
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of high-treafon beyond thofe narrow -bounds, within

ot M 4 which




168

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H A P.which they had been confined during the monarchy,

;,_\,.:.._J'['h':v even comprehended verbzl offences, nay intentions,

1649‘

thouzh they had never appeared in any overt-aét againk

the ftate. To affirm the prefent government to be an

oo

t that the p:{l‘”;kl’ﬂf‘]t or council of

ufurpation, to af
ftate were tyrannical or illegal, to endeavour fubverting

r ftirring up fedition againft them ; thefe

lared to be high-treafon. The power

h the petition of right had be-
it was now found neceflary to reftore to
e; and all the jails in Envland were

Nen wi

jo

m the jealoufies and fears of the rul-

I
party had reprefented as rous k., The taxes,

continued by the new government, and which, being

unufual, were eft fed the general iil

Iaboured, the cuffoms and

excife, ninety thoufand pounds a month were levied on

will, under which it

land for the fubfiftance of the army. " The fequeftrations

and difturbances, the

7%

rithout confufion or embar-
raffment, ftill purfued its purpofe. While he was col-
leting an army of twelve thoufand men in the weft of
£

fteddy mind of Cromwel

~ 1

d, he fcx t to Ireland, under Reynolds and Vena-
bles, 2 reinforcement of four thoufand horfe and foot,

in order to. ftrengthen Jones, and enable him to defend
quefs of Grmond, who lay at Fin-

ing preparations for the attack of

5, and wa
Inchiquin, who had now made a treaty with

k Hiftory of Iudependency, part I,

! Parl, Hiftory, vol. xixs
pe 136, 176,
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the king’s lieutenant, having, with a feparate body, taken C H A P.
Tredah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to Offarrell who _\/___.
ferved under Oneal, and to young Coot who commanded 649
fome parliamentary forces. = After he had joined his
troops to the main army, with whom, for fome time, he
remained united, Ormond paffed the river Liffy, and
took poft at Rathmines, two miles from Dublin, with a
view of commencing the fiege of that city. In order to
cut off all farther fupply from Jones, he had begun the
reparation of an old fort, which lay at the gates of Dub-
lin; and being exhaufted with continual fatigue for fome
days, he had retired to reft, after leaving orders to keep
his forces under arms. He was fuddenly awaked with2d Auguft,
the noife of firing ; and ftarting from his bed, faw every
thing already in tumult and confufion. Jones, an excel-
lent officer, formerly a lawyer, had fallied out with the
reinforcement newly arrived ; and attacking the party
employed in repairing the fort, he totally routed them,
purfued the advantage, and fell in with the army, which
had negle&ted Ormond’s orders. Thefe he foon threw
into diforder ; put them to flight, in fpite of all the efforts
of the lord lieutenant ; chaced them off the field ; feized
all their tents, baggage, ammunition ; and returned vic- Siece of
torious to Dublin, after killing a thoufand men, and ,r;l’c;“
taking above two thoufand prifoners »,

T'uis lofs, which threw fome blemith on the military
character of Ormond, was irreparable fo the royal caufe.
That numerous army, which, with fo much pains and
difficulty, the lord lieutenant had been colleéting for \
more than a year, was difperfed in a moment. Cromwel 15thAugutt,
foon after arrived in Dublin, where he was welcomed
with fhouts and rejoicings. He haftened to Tredah.
That town was well fortified : Ormond had thrown into
it a good garrifon of three thoufand men, under Sir Ar-

® Parl, Hift, vol, xix, p. 165,
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, an officer of reputation. He expected that
ying in the neighbourhood of Dublin, would
cenpted by Cromwel, and he was defirous to
 tle enemy fome time in that fiege, while he him=

ull repair his broken forees. But Cromwel knew

the 1mpol

ince of difpatch. Having made a breach, he

red a general aflault.  Though twice repulfed with
lofs, he rmewed the attack, and himfelf, along with Ire-
ton, led m his men. All oppofition was overborne by
the furiows valour of the t"m’)pi. The town was taken
fword in iand; and erders being iffued to give no quarter,
a crucl flughter was midc of the g;‘.:’nfmn. Even a few,
who werefaved by the foldiers, fatiated with blood, were
next day niferably butchered by orders from the general,
One perfm alone of the garrifon efcaped to be a meifencer
of this unver{al havoc and deftruétion.

Cromver pretended to retaliate by this fevere execu-
tion the cuelty of the Irith maffacre: But he well knew,
that almot the whole garrifon was Englith ; and his juf-
tice was mly a barbarous policy, in order to terrify alk
other garifons from refiftance. His poliey, howevery
had the lefired effeét. Having led the army without
delay to Wexford, he began to batter the town. The
garrifon Zter a flight defeace offered to capitulate; but
before thiy obtained a ceffation, they imprudently ne-
gleCted tleir guards; and the Englith army rufhed in
upon then. The fame feverity was exercifed as ab
Tredah,

EvERrytown, before which Cromwel prefented him-
felf, now opened its gates without refiftance. Rofs,

though trongly garrifoned, was furrendered by lord
Taffe..  daving taken Eftionage; Cromwell threw a
bridge owr the Barrow, and made himfelf mafter of
Paflage aid Carric.  The Englith had no farther diffi-
culties t¢ encounter than what arofe from fatigue and

the
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the advanced feafon. Fluxes and contagious dftempers C iXA Py

creeped in among the foldiers, who perithed in great
numbers,  Jones himfelf, the brave governor of Dublin,
died at Wexford. And Cromwel had fo far idvanced
with his decayed army, that he began to find itdifficult,
either to fubfift in the enemies country, or retrat to his
own garrifons. But while he was in thefe ftraity Corke,
Klinfale, and all the Englith garrifons in Munfte deferted
to him, and opening their gates refolved to fhare the for-
tunes of their victorious countrymen.

Tuis defertion of the Englifh put an end to Ormond’s
authority, which was already much diminifhec by the
misfortunes at Dublin, Tredah, and Wexfor.  The
Irifh, actuated by national-and religious prejudics, could
po longer be kept in obedience by a proteftant overnor,
who was fo unfuccefsful in all his enterprizs. The
clergy renewed their excommunications againfthim and
his adherents, and added the terrors of fupertition to
thofe which arofe from a viQorious enemy. . Cromwel
having received a reinforcement from Englanl, again
took the field early in the fpring. ~ He mad¢ himfelt
mafter of Kilkenny and Clonmel, the only plaes where
he met with any vigorous refiftance. The whde frame
of the Irith union being in a manner diffolved, Ormond,
foon after, left the ifland, and delegated his autority to
Clanricarde, who found affairs fo defperate asto admit
of no remedy. “¢he Irifh were glad to embract banith-
ment as a refuge.  Above 40,0c0 men paffed int foreign
fervice; and Cromwel, well-pleafed to free tie ifland
from enemies, who never could be cordially recamciled to
the Englith, gave them full liberty and leifurefor their
embarkation,

WhiLe Cromwel proceeded with fuch uninerrupted
fuccefs in Ireland, which in the fpace of nine nonths he
had almoft entirely fubdued, fortune was prepring for

him

1649,
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€Y AP him a new fcene of viory and triumph in Scotland,
b

x__v..__/ Charl

1649.

es was at the Hague, when Sir Jofeph Douglag
brought him intelligence, that he was proclaimed king
by tl;e Scottith parliament. At the fame time, Douglas
inlformed him of the hard conditions annexed to the pro-
clamation, and extremely damped that joy, which might
arife from his being recognized fovereign in one of hig
kingdoms. Charles too confidered, that thofe who pre-
tended to acknowledge his title, were at that very time
in alual rebellion againft his family, and would be fure
to intruft very little authority in his hands, and fcarcely
would afford him perfonal liberty and fecurity. As the
profpeét of affairs in Ireland was at that time not unpro-
mifing, he intended rather to try his fortune in that kings
dom, from which he expected more dutiful fubmiffion
and obedience.

MeanwaILE he found it expedient to depart from
Holland. The people in the United Provinces were
much attached to his interelts. Befides his connexion
with the family of Orange, which was extremely beloved
by the populace, all men regarded with compaflion his
helplefs condition, and expreffed the greateft abhorrence
againft the murder of his father; a deed, to which no-
thing, they thought, but the rage of fanaticifm and fac-
tion could have impelled the parliament. But though
the public in general bore great favour to the king, the
States were uneafy at his prefence. "I'hey dreaded the
parliament, {o formidable by their power, and fo prof-
perous in all their enterprizes. They apprehended the
molk precipitate refolutions from men of {uch violentand
haughty difpofitions. And after the murder of Doriflaus,
they found it fill more neceffary to fatisfy the Eng)ifh
commonwealth, by removing the king to a diftance from
them,

= = &
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Dorisravs, though a native of Holland, had lived C H A P.
& long in England; and being employed asaffiftant tothe
high court of juftice, which condemned the late king, 1659

Da: he had rifen to great credit and favour with the ruling
>thei party. Tl?cy fent him envoy to Holland ; but no fooner
" had he arn.ved at the Hague, than he was fet upon by
fome royalifts, chiefly retainers to Montrofe. They
b rufhed into the room, where he was fitting with fome
W company; dragged him from the table; put him to death
v as the firft vi€tim to their murdered fovereign ; very lei-
ik furely and peaceably feparated themfclves; and though
dftj‘*‘ orders were iflued by the magiftrates to arreft them, thefe
X were executed with fuch flownefs and relutance, that the
e criminals had, all of them, the opportunity of making
fut their efcape.
thn CHARLES, having pafled fome time at Paris, where
no affiftance was given him, and even few civilities were
it f paid him, made his retreat into Jerfey, where his autho-
e ¥ rity was ftill acknowledged. Here, Winram, laird of
N Liberton, came to him as deputy from the committee of
y bel eftates in Scotland, and informed him of the conditions,
affor to which he muft neceffarily fubmit before he could be
bhor admitted to the exercife of his authority. = Condi-
whi tions more fevere were never impofed by fubjects upon
2 their fovereign ; but as the affairs of Ir¢land began to
gt t decline, and the king found it no longer fafe to venture
kin himfelf in that ifland, he gave a civil anfwer to Win-
aatd ram, and-defired commiffioners to meet him at Breda, in
| by order to enter into a treaty with regard to thefe condi-
! tions.
'50}“'{ Tue earls of Caffilis and Lothian, lord Burley, the Covenant-
D laird of Liberton and other commiffioners arrived at ™
3 Breda ; but without any power of treating : The king

e muft fubmit without referve to the terms impofed upon
him, The terms were, that he fhould iffue a proclama-
auil) tion,
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C H A P. tion, banifhing from court all excommunicated ' perfons;
«___that is, all thofe, who, either under Hamilton or Mon=

trofe, had ventured their lives for his family ; that ne
Englith fubje&, who had ferved againt the parliament,
fhould be allowed to approach him; that he fhould bind
himfelf by his royal promife to tzke the covenant ; that he
fhould ratify all a&ts of parliament, by which prefbyterian
government, the dire¢tory of worthip, the confeffion of
faith, and the catechifin were eftablifhed ; and that in
civil affairs he fhould entirely conform himfelf to the di-
reCtion of parliament, and in ecclefiaftical to that of the
aflembly. = Thefe propofals, the commiffioners, after paf-
fing fome time in fermons and prayers, in order to exprefs
the more determined refolution, very folemnly delivered
to the king.

THE king’s friends were divided with regard to the
part, which he fhould a& in this critical conjunéture,
Moft of his Englifh counfellors diffuaded him from ac-
cepting conditions, fo difadvantageous and dithonourable.
They faid, that the men, who now governed Scotland,
were the moft furious and bigotted of that party, which,
notwithftanding his gentle government, had firft excited
a rebellion againft the late king ; after the moft unlimited
conceffions, had renewed their rebellion, and ftopped the
progrefs of his victories in England ; and after he had
entrufted his perfon to them in his uttermoft diftrefs, had
bafely fold him, together with their own honour, to his
barbarous enemies : T hat they had as yet fhown no marks
of repentance, and even in the terms, which they now
propofed, difplayed the fame antimonarchical principles,
and the {ame jealoufy of their fovereign, by which they
had ever been actuated: That nothing could be more
difhonourable, than that the king, in his firft enterprize,
fhould facrifice, merely for the empty name of royalty,
thofe principles, for which his father had died a martys,
and
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and in which he himfelf had been ftrictly educated : That C H A Py
by this hypocrify he might lofe the royalifts, who alone _V___,
were fincerely attached to him; but never would gain the 1655
prefbyterians, who were averfe to his family and his caufe,

and would afcribe his compliance merely to” policy and
neceffity : That the Scots had refufed to give him any
affurances of their intending to reftore him to the throne

of England ; and could they even be brought to mzke

fuch an attempt, it had {ufficiently appeared, by the event

of Hamilton’s engagement, how unequal their force was

to fo great an enterprize : That on the firft check, whict
they fhould receive, Argyle and his partizans weuld lay
hold of the quickeft expedient for reconciling themfelves
to the Englith parliament, and would betray the king, as
they had done his father, into the hands of his enemies:
And that, however defperate the royal caufe, it muft fill
be regarded as highly imprudent in the king to make a
facrifice of his honour ; where the fole purchafe was to
endanger his life or liberty.

THE earl of Laneric, now duke of Hamilton, the
earl of Lauderdale, and others of that party, who had
been banifhed their country for the late engagement,
were then with the king; and being defirous of returning
home in his retinue, they joined the opinion of the young
duke of Buckingham, and earneftly prefled him to fubmit
to the conditions required of him. It was urged, that
nothing would more gratify the king’s enemies than to
fee him fall into the fnare laid for him, and by fo fcru-

thofe who defired but a pretence for excluding him: That
Argyle, notdaring fo far to oppofe the bent of the nation
as to throw off all allegiance to his fovereign, had em-

braced this expedient, by which he hoped to make Charles

dethrone himfelf, and refufe a kingdom, which was of-

fered him : That it was not to be doubted, but the fame
natienal

8
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C H A P. pational fpirit, affifted by Hamilton and his party, would

\ _L" *_rife ftill higher in favour of their prince after he had en-

165¢+  trufted himfelf to their fidelity, and would much abate

the rigour of the conditions, now impofed upon him:

'l‘h;ituv.'hzztwcr might be the prefent intentions of the

ruling party, they muft unavoidably be engaged in a war

with England, and muft accept the affiftance of the king’s

friends of all parties, in order to fupport themfelves againt

a power, fo much fuperior: That how much foever a2

fteddy, uniform conduét might have been fuitable to the

advanced age, and ftrict engagements of the late king, no

one would throw any blame on a young prince for com«

plying with conditions, which neceflity had extorted from

him : T'hat even the rigour of thofe principles, profeffed

by his father, though with fome ithad exalted his charac

ter, had been extremely prejudicial to his interefls ; not

could any thing be more ferviceable to the royal caufe

than to give all parties room to hope for more equal and

more indulgent maxims of government: And that where

affairs were reduced to fo defperate a fituation, dangers

; ought little to be regarded ; and the king’s honour lay

rather in fhowing fome early fymptoms of courage and

activity, than in choofing ftrictly a party among theolo-

gical controverfies, with which, it might be {uppofed, he
was, as yet, very little acquainted.,

THESE arguments, feconded by the advice of the queen
mother and of the prince of Orange, the king’s brotherin
law, who both of them thought it ridiculous to refufe
kingdom merely from regard to epifcopacy; had great in-
fluence on Charles. But what chiefly determined him to
comply was the account brought him of the fate of Mon-~
trofe; who, with all the circumftances of rage and con-
tumely, had been put to death by hiszealous countrymen.
Though in this inftance the king faw more evidently the
furious fpirit, by which the Scots were afuated, he had

now

L
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now no farther refource, and was obliged to grant what-
ever was demanded of him.

MonTrosE, having laid down his arms at the com-
mand of the late king, had retired into France, and,
contrary to his natural difpofition, had lived for fome
time unaltive at Paris. He there became acquainted
with the famous cardinal de Retz ; and that penetrating
judge ‘celebrates him in his memoirs as one of thofe he=-
roes, of whom there are no longer any remains in the
world, and who are only to be met with in Plutarch,
Defirous of improving his martial genius, he took a jour-
ney to' Germany, was carefled by the emperor, received
the rank of marefchal, and propofed to levy a regiment
for the imperial fervice. While employed for that pur-
pofe in the Low Countries, he heard of the tragical death
of the king ; and at the fame time received from his young
mafter a rencwal of his commiffion of captain general in
Scotland ", - His ardent and daring fpirit needed but this
authority to put him in action. He gathered followers in
Holland and the north of Germany, whom his great re-
putation allured to him. The king of Denmark and
duke of Holftein fent him fome fmall fupply of money:
The queen of Sweden furnithed him with arms: The
prince of Orange with fhips: And Montrofe, haftening
his enterprize, left the king’s agreement with the Scots
thould make him revoke his commiflion, fet out for the
Orkneys with about 500 men, moft of them Germans.
Thefe were all the preparations, which he could make
againft a kingdom, fettled in domeftic peace, fupported
by a difciplined army, fully apprized of his enterprize,
and prepared againft him. Some of his retainers having
told him of a prophefy, that to him and him alone it was
referved to reflore the king’s authority in all bis dominions ;
he lent a willing ear to fuggeftions, which, however ill

5 Burnet, Clarendon,
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1650 s armed feveral of the inhabitants of the Orkneys,

though an ke people, and carried them over with

im to Caithnefs ; hoping, that the general affeclion to

the king’s 1 and the fame of his former exploits,

Jlanders flock to his ftandard. But
raffed and fatigued with wars and
thofe, who formerly adhered to him,

And no

vas drawn together againft him. But
army, the memory of paff

ick a oreat terror into the committee of eftates,

1

y ordered Lefley and Holborne to march

i him with an army of 4c00 men, Strahan was
fent before with a body of cavalry to check his progrefs.
He fell unexpetedly on Montrofe, who had no horfe to
> him intclligr‘ncc. The royalifts were put

n either killed or tu!\cn p“t(mu:,; and Mon=

FoR

trofe “ himfelf, having put on the difguife of a peafant,

ifly delivered into the hands of his enemigs,

 he had entrufted his perfon,

which fuccefs can pmuuce in un=-

q s, was exercifed by the covenanters againft
Montrofe, whom they fo much hated and fo much

dreaded. * Theological antipathy farther encreafed their

indignities tc ) p:x‘;’?‘m, whom they regarded as im-

~

pious on account of the excommunication, which had
been l‘.l'OIl()ilHCL‘Li againft him. Lefley led him about for
feveral days in the fame low habit, under which he had
difguiled himfelf. The vulgar, wherever he paffed, were
inftigated to reproach and vilify him. ‘When he came to
Edinburgh, every circumitance of elaborate rage and in-

1 272G it 1 nractice hv Ardar L
fult was put 1n practice by order of

k J P arliament, At

the

| )
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the gate of the city, he was met by the magiftrates, and© H A P
put into a new cart, purpofely made with a high chair or— —

bench, where he was placed, that the people might have
a full view of him. He was bound with a cord, drawn
over his breaft and fhoulders, and faftened through holes
made in the cart. The hangman then took off the hat
of the noble prifoner, and rode himfelf before the cart in
his livery, and with his bonnet on; the other officers,
who were taken prifoners with the marquefs, walking two
and two before them,

THE populace, more generous and humane, when they
faw fo mighty a change of fortune in this great man, fo
lately their dread and terror, into whofe hands the magi-
ftrates, a few years before, had delivered on their knees
the keys'of the city, were firuck with compaffion, and
viewed him with filent tears and admiration. The

-preachers, next Sunday, exclaimed againft this move=

ment of rebel nature, as they termed it ; and reproached
the people with their profane tendernefs towards the capi-
tal enemy of piety and religion.

WHEN he was carried before the parliament, which
was then fitting, Loudon, the chancellor, in a vidlent
declamation, reproached him with the breach of the na-
tional covenant, which he had fubferibed ; his rebellion
againft God, theking, and the kingdom ; and the many
horrible murders, treafons, and impieties, for which he
was now to be brought to condign punithment. Mon-
trofe in his anfwer maintained the {fame fuperjority above
his enemies, to which, by his fame and great actions, as
well as by the confcioufnefs of a good caufe, he was juftly
entitled. - He told the parliament, that, fince the king,
as he was informed, had fo far avowed their authority as
to enter into treaty with them, he now appeared unco-

vered before their tribunal ; a refpet, which; while they
N 2 ftood
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C.H A P.flood in open defiance to their fovereign, they would in
g,__lif'_JVZin have required of him. That he acknowledged,

1650,

with infinite thame and remorfe, the errors of his early
condud@®, when their plaufible pretences had feduced him
to tread with them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms
againft his prince and country. T hat his following fer=
vices, he hoped, had fufficiently teftified his repentance;
and his death would now atone for that guilt, the only
one with which he could juftly reproach himfelf. That
in all his warlike enterprizes he was warranted by that
commiffion, which he had received from his and their
mafter, againft whofe lawful authority they had ereted
their ftandard. That to venture his life for his fovereign
was the leaft part of his merit: He had even thrown
down his arms in obedience to the facred commands of
the king ; and had refigned to them the victory, which,
in defiance of all their efforts, he was ftill enabled to dif-
pute with them. That no blood had ever been fhed by
him but in the field of battle; and many perfons were
now in his eye, many now dared to pronounce fentence
of death upon him, whofe life, forfeited by the laws of
war, he had formerly faved from the fury of the foldiers.
That he was forry to find no better teftimony of their re=
turn to allegiance than the murder of fo faithful a fub-
je&, in whofe death the king’s commiffion muft be, at
once, fo highly injured and affronted. That as to him-
felf, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and degrade
him by all their ftudied indignities : The juftice of his
caufe, he knew, would ennoble any fortune; nor had
he other affliction than to fee the authority of his prince,
with which he was invefted, treated with fo much igno-
miny. And that he now joyfully followed, by a like
unjuft fentence, his late fovereign ; and fhould be happy,
if, in his future deftiny, he could follow him to the fame

blifsful
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ki blifsful manfions, where his piety and humane virtues® }ixA P,

s ol had already, without doubt, fecured him an eternal re- o~

s compence. e
MonTROSE’s fentence was next pronounced againft

him, ¢¢ That he, James Graham™ (for this was the only

name they vouchfafed to give him) ¢ fthould next day be

e ¢ carried to Edinburgh crofs, and there be hanged on a
.’ ¢ gibbet, thirty feet high, for the fpace of three hours :
bye ¢ Then be taken down, his head be cut off upon a fecaf-
ol & ¢ fold, and affixed to the prifon: His legs and arms be

| etk ¢¢ ftuck up on the four chief towns of the kingdom : His

e 4¢ body be buried in the place appropriated for common
v ¢ malefactors ; except the church, upoa his repentance,
L ¢¢ fhould take off his excommunication,”

, Wit THE clergy, hoping, that the terrors of immediate
T death had now given them an advantage over their ene-
fhed my, flocked about him, and infulted over his fallen for-
o i tunes. They pronounced his damnation, and aflured
fent him, that the judgment, which he was {o foon to fuffer,
i would prove but an eafy prologue to that which he muft
ol undergo hereafter. They next offered to pray with him:
i But he was too well acquainted with thofe forms of im-
11d precation, which they called prayers. ¢ Lord, vouch-
i ¢¢ fafe yet to touch the obdurate heart of this proud in-
il ¢ corrigible finner ; this wicked, perjured, traiterous,

¢¢ and profane perfon, who refufes to hearken to the
¢ voice of thy church.” Such were the petitions,
which, he expefted, they would, according to cuftom,
offer up for him. He told them, that they were a mife-
rably deluded and deluding people; and would fhortly
bring their country under the moft infupportable fervi-
tude, to which any nation had ever been reduced. ¢¢ For
¢¢ my part,” added he, ¢ I am much prouder to have
¢¢ my head affixed to the place, where it is fentenced to

& ftand, than to have my piture hang in the king’s
N 3 ¢ beds
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.6 So far from being' forry, that my quat=
L to be fent to four cities of the kingdom; I
cc had limbs enow to be difperfed into all the
cc f Chriftendom, there to remain as teftimonies

<. in favour of the caufe, for which I fuffer.”” This
fentiment, that yery evening, while in prifon, he threw
into verfe. ‘The poem remains; a fignal monument of

his heroic fpirit, and no defpicable proof of his poetical

Now was led forth, amidft the infults of his enemies
and the tears of ‘the people, this man of illuftrious birth
and of the greateft renown in the nation, to fuffer, for
his ad hemm to the laws of his country, and the rights of

the ignominious death deftined tothe

meaneft malefa&or. = Every attempt, which the infolence
2

of the governing party had made to fubdue his fpirit; had
hitherto proved- fruitlefs: They made yet one" effort
more, in this laft and melancholy fcene, when all.en-
mity, arifing from motives merely human, is commonly
oftened and difarmed. The executioner brought that

book, which had been publifhed in elegant Latin of his

great military aclions, znd tied it by a cord about: his

neck.  Montrofe {miled at this new inftance of their
malice. - -He thanked t‘xcm, howcvcr, for their officious
zeal; and faid, that he bore this teftimony of his bravery
and loyalty with more pride than he had ever worn the
garter. Having afked, whether they had any more ine
dignities to put upon him, and renewing fome devout
ejaculations, he patiently endured the laft aét of the ex-
ecutioner,

Tnus perithed, in the thirty-eighth year of his age,
the gallant marquefs of Montrofe ; the man whofe milis
tary genius, both by valour and condué, had fhone forth
beyond any, which, during thefe civil diforders, hadap=
peared in the three kingdoms.  The finer arts too, he

had,
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had, in his youth, fuccefsfully cultivated; and whatever
was fublime, elegant, or noble touched his great

Nor was he infenfible to the pleafures either of focicety or
of love. Something, however, of the 7:3/;’ and wnbounded
characterized his altions and deportment; and it .was
merely by an heroic effort of duty, that, he brought his
mind, impatient of {uperiority, and ¢ven of equality, to
pay fuch unlimited fubmiffion to the will of his fovereign.

‘T'HE vengeance of the covenanters was not fatisfied with
Montrofe’s execution. Urrey, whole inconfta INCy NOW
led him to take part with the king, {uffered about the
fame time : Spotifwood of Daerfie, a youth of eighteen,
Sir Francis Hay of Dalgetie, and colonel Sibbald, all of
¢hem of birth and chara&ter, underwent a like fate.
Thefe were taken prifoners with Montrofe. The Mar-
quefs of Huntley, about a year before, had alfo fallen a
viétim to the feverity of the covenanters.

TuEe paft fcene difplays in a full light the barbarity of
this theological faction : The fequel will fufficiently dif-
play their 2bfurdity

THE king, in confequence of his agreement with the
commiflioners of Scotland, fet fail for that country;
and’ being efcorted by feven Dutch fhips of war, who
were fent to guard the herring fithery, he arrived in the
frith of Cromarty. Before he was permitted to land, he

was required to fign the covenant; and many fermons
and le€tures were made him, exhorting him to perfevere
in that holy confederacy °©. Hamilton, Lauderdale, Dum-

fermling, 'and other ncblemen of that party whom they e,

called Engagers, were immediately feparated from him,

and obliged to retire to their houfes, where they lived in

a private manner, without truft or authority.,  None of

his Englith friends, who had ferved his father, were

allowed to remain in the kingdom. The king himfelf
# Sir Edward Walker’s Hiftorical Dilcouifesy p. 159.

N ¢4 found,

Covena
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« ~__and that the .cw remains of royalty, which he poflefled,

1650,

i6h Aug,

ferved only to draw on him the greater indignities. One
of the quarters of Montrofe, his faithful fervant, who
had borne his commiflion, had been fent to Aberdeen,
and was ftill allowed to hang over the gates when he
paﬂ"cd by that place?. The general aflembly, and after-

ards the committee of eftates and the army, who were
entxrcly governed by the aflembly, fet forth a public de-
claration, in which they protefted, ¢ that they did not
¢ efpoufe any malignant quarrel or party, but fought
¢ merely on their former grounds or principles; that
< they difclaimed all the fins and guilt of the king, and
¢¢ of his houfe ; nor would they own him or his intereft,
¢ otherwife than with a fubordination to God, and fe
far as he owned and profecuted the caufe of God, and
acknowledged the fins of his houfe, and of his former

)

-

13
¢ ways9.”

THE king, lying entirely at mercy, and having no
aflurance of life or liberty, farther than was agreeable to
the fancy of thefe auftere zealots, was conftrained to
embrace a meafure, which nothing but the neceflity of
his affairs, and his great youth and inexperience could
excufe. He iffued a declaration, fuch as they required
of him r. He there gave thanks for the merciful difpen-
fations of providence, by which he was recovered from
the fnare of evil counfel, had attained a full perfuafion of
the righteoufnefs of the covenant, and was induced to
caft himfelf and his interefts wholly upon God, He de-
fired to be deeply humbled and affli¢ted in fpirit, becaufe
of his father’s following wicked meafures, oppofing the
covenant and the work of reformation, and fhedding the

lood of God’s people throughout all his dominions.

P Sir Edward Walker’s Hiftorical Difcourfes, p, 160,
9 Ibid, p. 166, 167. r Ibid, p, 170.
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He lamented the idolatry of his mother and the toleration C 1;1‘}? P,
of it in his father’s houfe ; a matter of great offence, he oy

faid, toall the proteftant churches, and a great provoca-
tion to him who is a jealous God, vifiting the fins of the
father upon the children. He profefled, that he would
have no enemies but the enemies of the covenant; and
that he detefted all popery, fuperftition, prelacy, herefy,
fchifm, and profanenefs ; and was refolved net to tolerate 3
much lefs to countenance, any of them in any of his
dominions, He declared, that he thould never love or
favour thofe who had fo little confcience as to follow his
interefts, in preference to the gofpel and the kingdom of
Jefus Chrift. And he exprefled his hope, that, what-
ever ill fuccefs his former guilt might have drawn upon
his caufe, yet now, having obtained mercy to be on
God’s fide, and to acknowledge his own caufe fubordi-
nate to that of God, divine providence would crown his
arms with victory.

StiLL the covenanters and the clergy were diffident of
the king’s fincerity, 'The facility, which he difcovered
in yielding whatever was required of him, made them
fufpec, that he regarded all his conceflions merely as
ridiculous farces, to which he muft of neceflity fubmit.
They had another trial prepared for him. Inftead of
the folemnity of his coronation, which was delayed, they
were refolved, that he fhould pafs through a public hu-
miliation, and do penance before the whole people.
They fent him twelve articles of repentance, which he
was to acknowledge; and the king had agreed, that he
would fubmit to this indignity, The various tranfgref-
fions of his father and grandfather, together with the
idolatry of his mother, ‘are again enumerated and aggra-
vated in thefe articles; and farther declarations were in-
fifted on, that he fought the reftoration of his rights, for
the fole advancement of religion, andin fubordination to

5 the
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i
the -m of Chrift 5. In fhort, having exalted the
1 1 YrAano oy, 5 .
altar above the throne, and brought royalty under their

feet, the ¢ re refolved to trample on it and vilify

ly, which their prefent
>ofe upon  their unhappy

prince.
rARLES in the mean time found his authority entirely

ted. as well as his. charadter degraded., He was

fulted in no public me eafure. He was not called to

niviccd

aflifk at any co uncils. : His favour was fufficient to dif-

o)
D

(9

credit any prctcndr'r to office or advancement.  All
efforts, which he made to unite the oppofite parties, en-
afed the {ufx,mz n, which the covenanters had enter=

as if he were not entirely their' own.

by fubtilties and compliances, partly led

and partly was governed by this wild fa&ion, {till turned

2 (‘« eaf ear-to all advances, which the king made to enter

nto confidence with him, ﬂ/]a.’:g;m;:tj and Engagers cons

tinuiu to -be the objects of general hatred and perfecu-

tion ; and whoever was obnoxious to the clergy, failed

s 1

not to have one or other of thefe epithets affixed to him,

(m, which prcmxf;xli being fo full of four

The fanatici
and angry principles, and fo oyer harged with various

a1 thies, lkzax‘cd a new object of abhorrence:

aniipaidl

Thefe were the Sorcerers. So prevalent was the opifion
of witchcraft, that gr’at numbers, accufed of that crime,
were burnt by fentence of the magiftrates throughout all
parts-of Scotland. In avillage near Berwic, thch con-
tained only fourteen houfes, fourteen perfons were pu=
nifhed by firet; and it became a fcience, every where
much ftudied and cultivated, to diftinguifh a true witch

by proper trials and fymptoms v.

s Sir Edward Walker’s Hiftorical Difcourfes, p, 178,
t Whitlocke, p. 434, 4083. u Tbid. p. 396, 418,

THE
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THE advance -of the Englith army under Cromwel © “L{‘x’ I
was not able to appeafe or foften the animofities among—

the parties in Scotland. The clergy were ftill refolute
to exclude all but their moft zealous adherents. . As foon
as the Englifh parliament found, that the treaty between
the king and the Scots would probably terminatein an
accommodation, they made preparations for a war, which,
they faw, would, in the end, prove inevitable,. Crom-
wel, having broken the force and courage of the Irifh,
was fent for; and he left the command of Ireland to
Ireton, who governed. that kingdom in the character of
deputy, and with vigilance and induftry perfevered in the
work of fubduing and expelling the natives.

It was expelted, that Fairfax, who flill retained the
name of general, would continue to at againft Scotiand,
and appear at the head of the forces ; a ftation for which
he was well qualified, and where alone he. made any
figure, - But Fairfax, though he had allowed  the army
to make ufe of his name in murdering their fovereign,
and offering violence to the parliament, had entertained
unfurmountable fcruples againft invading the Scots,
whom he confidered as zealous prefbyterians, and united
to England by the facred bands of the covenant. He
was farther difgufted at the extremities, into which he
had already been hurried ; and was confirmed in his re-
pugnance by the exhortations of his wife, who had great
influence over him, and was herfelf much governed by
the prefbyterian clergy. A committee of parliament was
fent to reafon with him; and Cromwel was of the
number. In vain did they urge, that the Scots had firft
broken the covenant by their invafion of England under
Hamilton ; and that they would furely renew their
hoftile attempts, if not prevented by the vigorous mea-
fures of the commonwealth. Cromwel, who knew the
rigid inflexibility. of Fairfax, in every thing, which he

regarded




HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN,

C H A P:recarded as matter of principle, ventured to folicit him
\__.',_'_J with the utmoft earneftnefs ; and he went fo far as to thed
3650  tears of grief and vexation on the occafion. No one

could fufpeé any ambition in the man, who laboured fo
zealoufly to retain his general in that high office, which,
he knew, he himfelf was alone entitled to fill. The
fame warmth of temper, which made Cromwel a frantic
enthufiaft, rendered him the moft dangerous of hypocrites;
and it was to this turn of mind, as much as to his cour-
age and capacity, that he owed all his wonderful fuce
cefles, By the contagious ferment of his zeal, he engaged
every one to co-operate with him in his meafures; and
entering eafily and affeCtionately into every part, which
he was difpofed to a&t, he was enabled, even after muls
tiplied deceits, to cover, under a tempeft of paffion, all
his crooked fchemes and profound artifices.

Farrrax having refigned his commiffion, it was be-
ftowed on Cromwel, who was declared captain-general
of all the forces in England. This command, in a com=
monwealth, which ftood entirely by arms, was of the
utmoft importance; and was the chief ftep, which this
ambitious politician had yet made towards {fovereign
power. He immediately marched his forces, and entered
Scotland with an army of 16,000 men, ;

THE command of the Scottith army was given to Lef~
ley, an experienced officer, who formed a very proper
plan of defence. He entrenched himfelf in a fortified
camp between Edinburgh and Leith, and took care to
remove from the counties of Merfe and the Lothians every
thing which could ferve to the fubfiftance of the Englifh
army. Cromwel advanced to the Scotch camp, and endea-
voured, by every expedient, to bring Lefley to a battle:
The prudent Scotchman knew, that, though fuperior in
numbers, his army was much inferior in difcipline to the
Englifh; and he carefully kept himfelf within his en-

trenchments, -
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trenchments. By fkirmifthes and {mall rencounters he C H A P,
: Sy %! s : 3 LX,
tried to confirm the {pirits of his foldiers ; and he was . )

fuccefsful in thefe enterprizes. His army daily encreafed
both in numbers and courage. The king came to the
camp ; and having exerted himfelf in an action, gained
on the affeCtions of the foldiery, who were more defirous
of ferving under a young prince of fpirit and vivacity
than under a committee of talking gown-men. The
clergy were alarmed. They ordered Charles immediately
to leave the camp. They alfo purged it carefully of
about 4000 Malignants and Engagers, whofe zeal had led
them to attend the king, and who were the foldiers of
chief credit and experience in the nation ¥. They then
concluded, that they had an army compofed entirely of
faints, and could not be beaten. They murmured ex-
tremely, not only againft their prudent general, but alfo
againft the Lord, on account of his delays in giving them
deliverancex; and they plainly told him, that, if he
would not fave them from the Englifh fe&aries, he thould
no longer be their God ¥. An advantage having offered
itfelf on a Sunday, they hindered the general from mak-
ing ufe of it, left he fhould involve the nation in the guile
of fabbath-breaking.

CroMWEL found himfelf in a very bad fituation. He
had no provifions but what he received by fea. He had
not had the precaution to bring thefe in fufficient quan-
tities ; and his army was reduced to difficulties, He re-
tired to Dunbar. Lefley followed him and encamped on
the heights of Lammermure, which overlook that town.
There lay many difficult pafles between Dunbar and Ber-
wic, and of thefe Lefley had taken pofleflion. The Englith
general was reduced to extremities. [He had even embraced
a refolution of fending by fea all his foot and artillery to

w Sir Edw, Walker, p. 165, X Id. p. 168, ¥y Whit.

locke, p. 449. Eootosy
ngiand,

1650,
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CH A P. Enoland. and ¢ king through, at all hazards, with
LX 3] L 5 ¥
s 5 his cavalry, nefs of the Scottifh ecclefiaftics
1650. faved him fror s lofs and difhonour.
Nicurt and day the minifters had been wreftling with

the Lord in prayer, as they termed it ; and they fancied,
tained the vi€ory. Revelations,

W , that the feCtarian and here-
tic , tog th Agag, meaning Cromwel, was
delivered into their "md U,)o'x the faith of thefe vifi-
ons, they fi heir general, in fpite of his re monftrances,

] | into the plain, with a view of attacking the

in their retreat. Cromwel, looking through a
2w the enemy’s camp in motion; and foretold,

without the help of revelations, that the Lord had deli=
vered them into bis hands. He gave orders immediately
for an attack. In this battle it was eafily obferved, that

mt} ving, inmilitary actions, can {upply the place of dif-
line unl‘ experience ; and that, in the prefence of real
e men are not accuftomed to it, the fumes

of enthufiafm prefently diffipate, and lofe their influence

though double in number to the Englifl,
icht, and purfued with great flaughter

_if not only refiftance was made by one regi-

ghlanders, that part of the army, which was
the leaft infeCted with fanaticifm. No viGory could be
more complete than this which was obtained by Crome
wel. About 3000 of the enemy were {lain, and 000
taken pr rs.  Cromwel purfued his advantage, and
took pofieflion of Edinburgh and Leith. The remnant

of the Scottifh army fled to Sterling. The approach of
the winter xu.lon, and an ague, which feized Cromwel,

hing the wdory any farther.

nade “great lamentations, and told the
) hem it was little to facrifice their livesand
eftates, but to 112111 it was a great lofs to fuffer his el Ject
{4
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to be deftroyed». ' They publithed a declaration, con- C ‘)7_;‘1 P,
taining the caufe of their late misfortunes. Thefe vifi- \.._._J\:_.,z
tations they alcribed to the manifold provocations of the 1650,
king’s houfe, of which, they feared, he had not yet tho-
roughly repented ; the fecret intrufion of malignants into
the king’s family and even into the camp; the leaving
of a moft malignant and profane guard of horfe, who,
being fent for to be purged, came two days before the
defeat, and were allowed to fight with the army ; the
owning of the king’s quarrel by many without fubordi-
nation to religion and liberty; and the carnal felf-fecking
of fome, together with the neglet of family prayers by
others.

CroMWEL, having been fo fuccefsful in the war of
the fword, took up the pen againft the Scottith ecclefiaftics.
He wrote them fome polemical letters, in which he main-
tained the chicf points of the independent theology. He
took care likewife to retort on them their favourite argu-
ment of providence ; and afked them, whether the Lord
had not declared againft them. But the minifters thought,
that the fame events, which to their enemies were judge-
ments, to them were trials ; and they replied, that the
Lord had only hid his face, for a time, from Jacob.
But Cromwel infifted, that the appeal had been made to
God in the moft exprefs and folemn manner, and that,
in the fields of Dunbar, an irrevocable decifion had been

awarded in favour of the Englith army 2,

z Sir Edward Walker.
2 This is the beft of Cromwel’s wretched compofitions that remains,

we fhall here extraét a pafluge out of it, ¢ You fay you have not fo I
L1

Chrift as to hang the equity of your caufe upon events. We could

¢ that blindnefs had not been upon your eyes to all thofe marvellous dif-

¢¢ penfations, which God hath wrought lately in England. But did not veu
P ) ) ) & >,

¢ folemnly appeal and pray ? Did not we do fo too? And otight not we

¢ and you to think, with fear and trembling, of the hand of the great God,

¢ ip this mighty and firange appearance of

but can flightly call it an

3

€ gvent?
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Tue defeat of the Scots was regrded by the king as 2
fortunate event. The armies, wich fought on both
fides, were almoft equally his errmies ; and the van-
quifhed were now obliged to give 1im fome more autho-
rity, and apply to him for fupport. The parliament was
{ummoned to meet at St. Johnftoie’s. Hamilton, Lau-
derdale and all the Engagers wer admitted into court
and camp, on condition of doing public pennance, and
exprefling repentance for their latctranfgreflions. Some
Malignants alfo creeped in- uner various pretences.
The intended humiliation or penmnce of the king was
changed into the ceremony of his oronation, which was
performed at Scone with great ponp and folemnity. - But
amidft all this appearance of refpeé, Charles remained in
the hands of the moft rigid Coveanters: And though
treated with civility and courtelyby Argyle, a man of
parts and addrefs, he was little letter than a prifoner,
and was ftill expofed to all the rulenefs and pedantry of
the ecclefiaftics.

‘THis young prince was in a fruation, which veryill
fuited his tempe:
ties which he pofiefied, his affabiliy, his wit, his gaiety,

and difpofition.  All thofe good quali-

his gcntleman-like, difengaged bhaviour, were here fo
many vices ; and his love of eafg liberty, and pleafure
was regarded as the higheft enornity. Though artful in
the practice of courtly diffimulaton, the fanctified fiyle

« eyent ? Were not both your and our expetations renewed from time to
¢ time, while we waited on God, to fee whih way he would manifeft him-
« felf upon our appeals ? And fhall we, afteall thefe our prayers, faftings,
¢ tears, expeQations and folemn appeals, cal thefe mere events ? The Lord
« pity you, Surely we fear, becaufe it has icen 3 merciful and a gracious

-~

¢ Jeliverance to us,

¢ [ befeech you in the bowels of Chrift, ferch after the mind of the Lord
¢ in it towards you, and we fhall help you Iy our prayers that you may find
¢ it, For yet, if weknow our heart at all,pur bowels do in Chrift yearn
¢ after the godly in Scotland.” Thurloe, vol. i, p 358

was
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gy was utterly unknowt: to him; and he never could mould € PI" ‘? P,
nl his deportment into that ftarched grimace, which T T
e v covenanters requiredas an infallible mark of converfion, 1365t

te i The duke of Buckigham was the only Englifh courtier

ménty allowed to attend hm; and by his ingenious talent for

o, ridicule, he had renered himfelf extremely agreéable to

ity 4 his mafter. While # many objeéls of derifion furrounded

et 3 them, it was difficut to be altogether infenfible to the

s fo temptation, and whily to fupprefs the laugh. Obliged

pre to attend from morniig to night at prayers and fermons,

kings they betrayed evidentfymptoms of wearinefs or contempt.

phic The clergy never cald efteem the king fufficiently re-

iy, | generated : And by catinual exhortations, remonftrances,

i and reprimands, they ftill endeavoured to bring him to a

ity jufter fenfe of his fpirsual duty.

2 m

THE king’s paffionfor the fair could not altogether be
pils . reftrained. He had once been obferved ufing fome fa-

danty miliarities with a yauang woman; and a committee of
minifters was appointd to reprove him for a behaviour fo
heytn unbecoming a covenaited monarch. The {fpokefman of
ool ¢ the committee, one Louglafs, began with a fevere afpect,
hisgs informed the king tht great fcandal had been given to
i the godly, enlarged n the heinous nature .of fin, and
4 concluded with exho.ting his majefty, whenever he was
o difpofed to amufe hinfelf, to be more careful, for the
il future, infhutting th: windows. This delicacy, fo un-
ufual to the place and to the chara&er of the man, was
s remarked by the kin;; and he never forgot the obliga~
’“‘“i' tion,
;:?; TuE king, fhockd at all the indignities, and pera
ulf haps, {till more tiredwith all the formalities, to which
L he was obliged to fubnit, made an attempt to regain his
:':i:j,, liberty. General Mildleton, at the head of fome royal-
a ! ifts, being profcribec by the covenanters, kept in the
bt mountains, expecting fome opportunity of ferving his
i Vour, VII, 0 mafter,
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CH A P.mafter. The king refolved to join this body. He fe-
wi—scretly made his efcape from Argyle, and fled towards the
1651. Highlands. Colonel Montgomery, with a troop of horfe,
was fent in purfuit of him. He overtook the'king, and
perfuadéd him to return. ‘The royalifts being too weak
to fupport him, Charles was the more eafily induced to
comply. ‘This incident procured him afterwards better
_treatment and more authority; the covenanters  being
afraid of driving him, by their rigours, to fome defperate
refo'ution.  Argyle renewed his courtfhip to the king,
and the king, with equal diffimulation, pretended to
repofe great confidence in Argyle, He even went fo fa
as to drop hints of his intention to marry that nobleman’s
daughter : But he had to do with a man too wife to be

feduced by fuch grofs artifices.

| i As foon as the feafon would permit, the Scottith army
- was affembled under Hamilton and Lefley ; and the king
Ll ﬁ was allowed to join the camp. The forces of the weftern

i
Wi counties, notwithftanding the imminent danger, which
i threatened their country, were refolute not to unite their

h i caufe with that of an army, which admitted any engagers
el or malignants among them; and they kept in a body
' apart under Ker. They called themfelves the Protefters;
and their frantic clergy declaimed equally againft the king
and againft Cromwel. The other party were denominated
Refolutioners ; and thefe diftin&ions continued long after
to divide and agitate the kingdom.

CuARLES encamped at the Torwood ; and his generals
refolved to condué themfelves by the fame cautious maxe
ims, which, fo long as they were embraced, had been
fuccefsful during the former campaign. The town of
Stirling lay at his back, and the whole north fupplied
him with provifions. ~Strong entrenchments defended his
front; and it was in vain that Cromwel made every at-

tempt to bring him to an engagement.  After lofing
much
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much time, the Englith general fent Lambert over the € b
frith into Fife, with an intention of cutting off the Pro- e —
vifions of the enemy. Lambert fell upon Holborne and 1657

Brown, who commanded a party of the Scots, and put

o them to rout with great flaughter. Cromwel alfo pafled
e over with his whole army ; and lying at the back of the
it king, made it impoflible for him to keep his poft any
fors 1on ger. ;

CHARLEs, reduced to defpair, embraced a refolution
worthy of a young prince contending for empire. Having
the way open, he refolved immediately to march into

et England ; where he expe&ed, that all his friends, and all
ol thofe who were difcontented with the prefent government,
Wikt would flock to his ftandard. He perfuaded the generals
to enter into the fame views; and with one confent the
ot army, to the number of 14,000 men, rofe from their
| the camp, and advanced by great journies towards the fouth.
hewe CroMWEL was furprized at this movement of the
e, royal army. Wholly intent on offending his enemy, he
unie! had expofed his friends to imminent danger, and faw the
Iy O king with numerous forces marching into England ; where
il his prefence, from the general hatred which prevailed
e P againft the parliament, was capable of producing fome
nft i great revolution, But if this condu@® was an overfight
fenoe? in Cromwel, he quickly repaired it by his vigilance and
g activity. He difpatched letters to the parliament, exhort-

ing them not to be difmayed at the approach of the Scots :
He fent orders every where for aflembling forces to op-
pole the king : He ordered Lambert with a body of ca-
valry to hang upon the rear of the royal army, and infeft
their march : And he himfelf, leaving Monk with 7000
men to complete the redution of Scotland, followed the
o king with all the expedition poffible.

A:;\i’ CHarLEs found himfelf difappointed in his expeta-
tions of encreafing his army. The Scots, terrified at the

Anﬂ; O 2 profpeét

his e
ios?
4, b
Che tof
)rth 1
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c ?XA P, profpe&t of fo hazardous an enterprize, fell off in great
\—pmes numbers. The Englifh prefbyterians, having no warne=
1651 ing given them of the king’s approach, were not prepared
to join him. To the royalifts, this meafure was equally
unexpected ; and they were farther deterred from joining
the Scottifh army by the orders, which the committee of
minifters had iffued, not to admit any, even in this defpe-
rate extremity, who would not fubfcribe the covenant,
The ear]l of Derby, leaving the ifle of Man, where he
had hitherto maintained his independance, was employed
in levying forces in‘ Chefhire and Lancafhire ; but was
foon fupprefled by a party of the parliamentary army,
And the king, when he arrived at Worcefter, found, that
his forces, extremely harafled by a hafty and fatiguing
march, were not more NUMmerous, than when he rofe from
his camp in the Torwood.

Syed is the influence of eftablifhed government, that
the commonwealth, though founded in ufurpation the
moft unjuft and unpopular, had -authority fufficient to
raife every where the militia of the counties; and thefe,
united with the regular forces, bent all their efforts againt
the king. 'With an army of about 30,000 men, Crom-
wel fell upon Worcefter ; and attacking it on all fides, and
meeting with little refiftance except from duke Hamilton
and general Middleton, broke in upon the difordered
royalifts. ‘The ftreets of the city were ftrowed with deads
Battle of Hamilton, a nobleman of bravery and honour, was mor-
TR tally wounded ; Maffey wounded and taken prifoner; the
king himfelf, having given many proofs of perfonal va-
Jour, was obliged to fly. The whole Scottifh army was
either killed or taken prifoners, The country people, in-
flamed with national antipathy, put to death the few that

efcaped from the field of battle. .
Tue king left Worcefter at fix o’clock in the after-
noon, and without halting, travelled about twenty-fix
' 9 miles,

34 Sept,

The king’s
efcape,
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B miles, in company with fifty or fixty of his friends, ToC H A P,
- provide for his fafety, he thought it beft to feparate him- .__,I_f__.
W felf from his companions ; and he left them without com- 1653
- municating his intentions to any of them. By the earl

n]‘om‘ of Derby’s dire&ions, he went to Bofcobel, a lone houfe

it

ol in the borders of Staffordfhire, inhabited by one Penderell,
ke a farmer. To this man Charles entrufted himfelf, The
man had dignity of fentiments much above his condition 3

Wt and though death was denounced againft all who con-
enjl cealed the king, and a great reward promifed to any one
s b who fhould betray him, he profefled and maintained un-
e thaken fidelity. He took the afliftance of his four bro=
ound thers, equally honourable with himfelf; and having
 fty cloathed the king in a garb like their own, they led him
0k into the neighbouring wood, put a bill into his hand, and
pretended to employ themfelves in cutting faggots. Some
neat, | nights he lay upon ftraw in the houfe, and fed on fuch
ation homely fare as it afforded. For a better concealment, he
et mounted upon an oak, where he fheltered himfelf among
and the leaves and branches for twenty-four hours. He faw
s 4 feveral foldiers pafs bye. All of them were intent in fearch
& u of the king; and fome exprefled in his hearing their ear~
)il neft wifhes of feizing him. This ‘tree was afterwards
| i : denominated the Royal Oak 5 and for many years was re=
e i . pe 5
garded by the neighbourhood with great veneration.
:d,“mf CHARLES was in the middle of the kingdom, and
L could neither ftay in his retreat, nor ftir a ftep from it,
r,”wasi without the moft imminent danger. Fears, hopes, and
Sl party zeal interefted multitudes to difcover him ; and
i even the fmalleft indifcretion of his friends might prove
w{h”m‘?' fatal. Having joined lord Wilmot, who was fkulking in
i the neighbourhood, they agreed to put themfelves inta
ek the hands of colonel Lane, a zealous royalift, who lived
at Bentley, not many miles diftant, The king’s feet
o te? were fo hurt by walking about in heavy beots or country-
0 O3 men’s

o
p
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C. H A P. men’s fhoes which did not fit him, that he was obliged to.

\.-....\/._J mount o

1651,

n horfeback ; and he travelled in this fituation to
Bentley, attended by the Penderels, who had been fo
faithful to him. Lane formed a fcheme for his journey
to Briftol, where, it was hoped, he would find a fhip, in
which he might tranfport himfelf. He had a near kinf=
woman, Mrs. Norton, who lived within threc miles of
that city, and was with child, very near the time of her
delivery. He obtained a pafs (for during thofe times of
confufion this precaution was requifite) for his fifter Jane
Lane and 2 fervant, to travel towards Briftol, under pre=
tence of vifiting and attending her relation. The king
rode before the lady, and perfonated the fervant.

WHEN they arrived at Norton’s, Mrs. Lane pretended
that fhe had brought along as her fervant, a poor lad, a
neighbouring farmer’s fon, who was ill of an ague; and
the begged a private room for him, where he might be
quict. Though Charles kept himfelf retired in this
chamber, the butler, one Pope, foon knew him: The
king was alarmed, but made the butler promife that he
would keep the fecret from every mortal, even from his
mafter ; and he was faithful to his engagement.

No fhip, it was found, would, for a month, fet fail
from Briftol, ecither for France or Spainj and the king
was obligfd to go elfewhere for a paflage. He entrufted
himfelf to colonel Windham of Dorfetthire, an affec-
tionate partizan of the royal family. The natural effet
of the long civil wars and of the furious rage, to which
all men were wrought up in their different factions, was,
that every ont’s inclinations and affections were tho-
roughly known, and even the courage and fidelity of moft
men, by the variety of incidents, had been put to trial.
The royalifts too had, many of them, been obliged to
make concealments in their houfes for themfelves,
their friends, or more valuable effe@s; and. the arts of
eluding
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ligly eluding the enemy had been frequently practifed.” AllC ”L;‘(\ P,

iy thefe circumftances proved favourable to the king in the

bea} prefent exigency. As he often pafled through the hands 951

Ji of catholics, the Prief’s hole, as they called it, the place,

i where they were obliged to conceal their perfecuted priefls,

ear was fometimes employed for fheltering their diftreffed

il fovereign,

'nelo%‘:; WinpHAM, before he received the king, afked leave

i to entruft the important fecret to his mother, his wife,

il and four fervants, on whofe fidelity he could rely.

ey Of all thefe, no one proved wanting either in honour

Thely or difcretion, The venerable old matron, on the re-
ception of her royal gueft, exprefled the utmoft joy, that

preen having loft, without regret, three fons and one grand-

or I child in defence of his father, fhe was now referved

ol B in her declining years, to be inftrumental in the pre-

migh fervation of himfelf. Windham told the king, that Sir

int Thomas, his father, in the year 1636, a few days before

m: T his death, called to him his five fons. ¢ My children,”

 thath faid he, ¢ we have hitherto feen ferene and quiet times

fronl ¢ under our three laft fovereigns: But I muft now
¢ warn you to prepare for clouds and ftorms. Facions

oy ¢ arife on every fide, and threaten the tranquillity of

’thek ¢ your native country. But whatever happen, do you

i ¢¢ faithfully honour and obey your prince, and adhere

i ¢ to the crown. I charge you never to forfake the

i ¢ crown, though it thould hang upon a buth.” ¢ Thefe

:u;‘alt‘f ¢ Jaft words,” added Windham, ¢¢ made fuch impref-

e ¢ fions on all our breafts, that the many afflitions of .

oy ¢ thefe fad times could never efface their indelible cha-

yer ¢ rafers.” From innumerable inftances it appears how

fyof® deep rooted in the minds of the Englith gentry of that

it Wf‘? age was the principle of loyalty to their fovereign; that

ol noble and generous principle, inferior only in excellence

e to the more enlarged and more enlightened affection to-

ho & wards




%00 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN,

C H A P. wards a legal conftitution. But during thofe times of
LX.
&— - military ufurpation, thefe paffions were the fame.

1651, THE king continued feveral days in Windham’s houfe;

and all his friends in Britain and in every part of Europe,
remained in the moft anxious fufpence with regard to his
fortunes : No one could conjecture whether he were dead
or alive; and the report of his death, being generally be-
lieved, ily relaxed the vigilant fearch of his enemies,
T'rials were made to procure a veflel for his efcape; but
he ftill met with difappointments. Having left Wind-

ham'’s houfe, he was obliged again to return to it. He
pafled through many other adventures ; aflumed different

it difguifes ; in every flep was expofed to imminent perils;
j and received daily proofs of uncorrupted fidelity and at-
i tachment. The fagacity of a fmith, who remarked,
‘ that his horfes thoes had been made in the north, not in

the weft, as he pretended, once detected him; and he

‘ { narrowly efcaped. At Shoreham in Suflex a veflel was
i at laft found, in which he embarked. He had been
; known to fo many, that if he had not fet fail in that

critical moment, it had been impoflible for him to efcape.

| I After one and forty days concealment, he arrived fafely
k! at Fefcamp in Normandy. No lefs than forty men and
g womcn had at dxfhrcnt times been privy to his conceal
Mg das ment and efcape
] Tug battle of Worcefter afforded Cromwel what he
called his crowning mercy®.  So elated was he, that he
intended to have knighted in the field two of his generals,
Lambert and Fleetwood ; but was diffuaded by his friends
from exerting this a& of regal authority, His power and
i ambition were too great to brook {ubmiffion to the empty
name of a republic, which ftood chiefly by his mﬂuence,
and was fupported by his victories, How early he enter-

b Heat}%e’s Chronicle, p, 301, € Parl, Hitt, vol, xx. p. 47+

tainegl
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o tained thoughts of taking into his hand the reins ofC g s
: government is uncertain. 'We are only aflured, that he "
il now difcovered to his intimate friends thefe afpiring 1651
iy views ; and even exprefied a defire of affuming the rank ‘
il of king, which he had contributed, with fuch feeming !
Wek zeal, to abolifh <, |
e Tre little popularity and credit, acquired by the repub- The com.
s ene licans, farther ftimulated the ambition of this enterprizing monwealths {
o politican, Thefe men had not that large thought, nor ‘
et Wi thofe comprehenfive views, which might qualify them for ;: j
| acting the part of legiflators: Selfith aims and bigotry ! 1 ;
4 difs chiefly engroffed their attention. They carried their rigid i
et aufterity fo far as to enalt a law, declaring fornication, il
ity ak after thefirft a&t, to be felony, without benefit of clergye. }’ |
remeh They made fmall progrefs in that important work, which A
thy they profefled to have fo much at heart, the fettling of a il
15 and new model of reprefentation, and fixing a plan of govern- i
veflel ment. The nation began to apprehend, that they in-
had | tended to eftablifh themfelves as a perpetual legiflature, ‘%
il int and to confine the whole power to 60 or 70 perfons, who ?1 ‘
 to el called themfelves the parliament of the commonwealth of t
fyed England. And while they pretended to beftow new I
Y e liberties upon the nation, they found themfelves obliged ,
is oo to infringe even the moft valuable of thofe, which, i i
through time immemorial, had been tranfmitted from ‘ i
o their anceftors. Not daring to entruft the trials of treafon i
o to juries, who, being chofen inc%xﬂ'crent]y from amon ,
g the people, would have beén little favourabl'e to the if
hisfe commonwealth, and would have formed their verdiét
e upon the ancient laws, they eluded that noble inftitution,
e by which the government of this iflahd has ever been fo
OIT; uch diftinguifhed, They had evidently feen in the trial
§ 0 ,
yh“j" # Whitlocke, p« 523. © Scobel, p. 121. A bill was introduced ’
into the houfe againft painting, patches, and other immodest drefs of women ;
it but it did not pafs, Parl, Hift. vol. xix, p. 263,
‘ ; of |
|
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C H A P.of Lilburn what they could expe&t from furies.  This
ey man, the moft turbulent, but the moft uprght and cou-
1651, ' rageous of human kind, was tried for a tanfgreffion of
the new ftatute of treafons: But though h: was plainly
guilty, he was acquitted, to the great joy ¢ the people.
Weftminfter-hall, nay the whole city, ran; with fhouts
and acclamations. Never did any eftablifled power re-
ceive fo ftrong a declaration of its ufurpition and ine
validity; and from no inftitution, befides he admirable
one of juries, could be expected this maganimous ef-

fort. :

TuaT they might not for the future je expofed to
affronts, which fo much leflened their aithority, the
parliament erected a high court of juftice, which was to
receive indi@ments from the council of ftate This court
was compofed of men, devoted to. the ruling party, withs
out name or charadter, determined to ficrifice every
thing to their own fafety or ambition, Cobnel Eufebius
Andrews, and colonel Walter Slingfby vere tried by
this court for confpiracies, and condemied to death.
They were royalifts, and refufed to plead beore fo illegal
a jurifdi&tion. Love, Gibbons, and otherprefbyterians,

having entered into a plot againft the ripublic, were
alfo tried, condemned, and executed. The earl of
Derby, Sir Timothy Featherftone, Bembog, being taken
prifoners after the battle of Worcefter, wer put to death
by fentence of a court martial : A methal of proceed-
ing declared illegal by that very petition of right, for
which a former parliament had fo ftrenuouly contended,
and which, after great efforts, they had ixtorted from
the king.

ExcerPTING their principles of toleratior, the maxims,
by which the republicans regulated ecclefaftical affairs,
no ‘more prognofticated any durable fettlemat, than thofe
by which they condu&ed their civil coicerns. The
2 préfby-

Y
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:Sa’nd:-k prefbyterian model of congregation, clafles, and aflem-C H A lﬁ
e blies, was nit allowed to be finithed : It feemed even the
";ﬁw intention of many leaders in the parliament to admit of 165
¥ p no eftablithd church, and to leave every one, without
4 ﬂ any guidanci of the magiftrate, to embrace whatever fec,
o and to. fupput whatever clergy, were moft agreeable to
o him,
i THE pariament went fo far as to make fome ap-
iy proaches in one province, to their independant models
Almoft all fie clergy of Wales being eje@ed as malig=

¥ nants, itineant preachers with fmall falaries were fettled,
e not above fair or five in each county; and thefe, being
aliit furnithed wit horfes at the public expence, hurried from
ich place to plac, and carried, as they exprefled themfelves,
Thisw the glad tidiigs of the gofpel f. They were all of them
My¥  men of the liweft birth and education, who had deferted
fee & mechanical tades, in order to follow this new profeffion.
Eufe And in this jarticular, as well as in their wandering life,
 trie they pretendd to be more truly apoftolical.
% d THE repwlicans, both by the turn of their difpofition,
bk and by the 1ature of the .inftruments, which they em-
Iyt ployed, wercbetter qualified for acts of force and vigour
bl than for th: flow and  deliberate work -of legiflation.
e Notwithftandng the late wars and bloodthed, and the
eng prefent factims, the power of England had never, in
e any period, ippeared fo formidable to the neighbouring
f ot kingdoms as it did at this time, in the hands of the com-
1igh monwealth, A numerous army ferved equally. to retain
ot every one in implicit {ubjection to eftablifhed authority,
orted and to ftrike1 terror into foreign nations. The power of

peace and wa was lodged in the fame bands with that of
emi  impofing tax:s; and no difference of views, among the
icM‘ feveral memtlers of the legiflature, could any longer be

[hm apprehended. ‘The prefent impofitions, though much

o f)r, John Walker’s attempt, p. 147, & feq.
F (- fuperior
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€ H A P.fuperior to what had ever formerly been experienced, were
‘__l;r'__J in reality moderate, and what a nation, fo opulent, could

3651,

eafily bear. The military genius of the people had, by
the civil contefts, been rouzed from its former lethargys
and excellent officers were formed in every branch of fer-
vice. ‘The confufion, into which all things had been
thrown, had given opportunity to men of low ftations to
break through their obfcurity, ‘and to raife themfelves by
their courage to commands, which they were well quali-
fied to exercife, but to which their birth could never have
entitled them. ~And while fo great a power was lodgedin
fuch aétive hands, no wonder the republic was fuccefsful
in all'its enterprizes.

BLAKE, 2 man of great courage and a generous dif-
pofition, the fame perfon who had defended Lyme and
Taunton with fuch unfhaken obftinacy againft thelate king,
was made an admiral ; and though he had hitherto been
accuftomed only to land fervice, into which too he had
not entered till paft fifty years of age, he foon raifed the
naval glory of the nation to a greater height than it had
ever attained in any former period. A fleet was put under
his command, and he received orders to purfue prince

Rupert, to whom the king had entrufted that fquadron,
" which bad deferted to him. Rupert took fhelter in Kin-

fale ; and efcaping thence, fled towards the coaft of Por-
tugal. Blake purfued, and chafed him into the Tagus,
where he intend=d to make an attack upon him, 'But the
king of Portugal, moved by the favour, which, through-
out all Europe, attended the royal caufe, refufed Blake
admittance, and aided prince Rupert in making his efcape.
To be revenged of this partiality, the Englifh admiral
made prize of twenty Portuguefe fhips richly laden; and
he threatened ftill farther vengeance. The king of Por.
tugal, dreading fo dangerous a foe to his newly acquired
domimion, and fenfible of the unequal conteft, in which
he
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e he was engaged, made all poflible fubmiffions to the€ }i )l(\ Py
ty haughty republic, and was at laft admitted to negociate
) the renewal of his alliance with England. Prince Rupert, 165t
ey having loft a great part of his fquadron on the coaft of
nch Spain, made fail towards the Weft-Indies. - His brother,
bl prince Maurice, was there thip-wrecked in a hurricane,
i Every where, this fquadron fubfifted by privateering,
el fometimes on Englith, fometimes on  Spanifh veflels.
wellg And Rupert at laft returned to France, where he dif-
| myff; pofed of the remnants of his fleet, together with his
25 ot prizes.
s it ALL the fettlements in America, except New Eng-
land, which had been planted entirely by the puritans,
e adhered to the royal party, even after the fettlement of
Lyw the republic ; and Sir George Ayfcue was fent with a
hel! fquadron to reduce them. Bermudas, Antigua, Virgi-
therty nia were foon fubdued. Barbadoes, commanded by lord
00 Willoughby of Parham, made fome refiftance 5 but was at
n rail laft obliged to fubmit.
thani WiTH equal eafe were Jerfey, Guernfey, Scilly, and
S it the ifle of Man brought under fubjetion to the repub-
urfie s lic; and the fea, which had been much infefted by pri-
it fqu;.‘ vateers from thefe iflands, was rendered fafe to the Englith
Jteril commerce. The countefs of Derby defended the ifle of
il Man ; and with great relutance yielded to the neceflity

of furrendering to the enemy. This lady, a daughter of

the {
A the illuftrious houfe of Trimoille in France, had, during

p B, the civil war, difplayed a manly courage by her obfti-
54 nate defence of Latham-Houfe againft the parliamentary
‘EM.{C_' forces ; and fhe retained the glory of being the laft per-
ng_hﬁi fon in the three kingdoms and in all their dependant
e dominions, who fubmitted to the vitorious common-
# wealth .

ing

iy 4 & See note [H] at the end of the volumes
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IreLAND afid Scotland were now entirely fubjected and
reduced to 'tranquillity. Ireton, the new deputy of Ire-
land, at the head of a numerous army 30,000 ftrong; pro«
fecuted the work of fubduing the revolted Irith ; and
he defeated them in many rencounters, which, though
of themfelves of no great moment, proved fatal to their
declining caufe. He punifhed without mercy all the
prifoners who had any hand in the maffacres,  Sir Phelim
Oneale, among the reft, was, fome time after, brought
to the gibbet, and fuffered an ignominious death, which
he had fo well merited by his inhuman cruelties. Lime-
ric, ‘a confiderable town, ftill remained in the hands of
the Irith ; and Ireton, after a vigorous fiege, made him-
{elf mafter of it. He was here infe€ted with the plague,
and fhortly after died ; a memorable perfonage, much
celebrated for his vigilance, induftry, capacity, even for
the ftrict execution of juftice in that unlimited command,
which he poflefled in Ircland. He was obferved to be
inflexible in all his purpofes; and it was believed by
many, that he was animated witha fincere and paffionate
love of liberty, and never could have been induced by
any motive, to {ubmit to the {malleft appearance of regal
government. Cromwel appeared to be much affefted by
his death ; and the republicans, who repofed great con-
fidence in him, were inconfoleable. To fhew their regard
for his merit and fervices, they beftowed an eftate of two
thoufand pounds a year on his family, and honoured him
with a magnificent funeral at the public charge. Though
the eftablifhed government was but the mere fhadow of &
commonwealth, yet was it beginning by proper arts o
encourage that public fpirit, which no other fpecies of
civil polity is ever able fully to infpire.

THE command of the army in Ireland devolved on
lieutenant-general Ludlow. The civil government of the
ifland was entrufted to commiffioners. Ludlew conginued

te
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tydl to puth the advantages againft the Irifh, and-every where € H A P,

obtained an eafy vi€tory. That unhappy people, dif-
gufted with the king on account of thofe violent decla- 1651
rations againft them and their religion, which had been
extorted by the Scots, applied to the king of Spain, ta

the duke of Lorraine; and found affiftance no where.
Clanricarde, unable to affift the prevailing power, made
fubmiffions to the parliament, and retired into England,

where he foon after died. He was a fteady catholic ; but

a man much refpected by all parties.

THE fuccefles, which attended Monk in Scotland,
were no lefs decifive. That able general laid fiege to
Stirling caftle ; and though it was well provided for de-
fence, it was foon furrendered to him. He there became
mafter of all the records of the kingdom; and he fent
them to England. Theearl of Leven, the earl of Craw-
ford, lord Ogilvy, and other noblemen, having met near
Perth, in order to concert meafures for raifing a new
army, were fuddenly fet upon by colonel Alured, and
il moft of them taken prifoners, Sir Philip Mufgrave,
e with‘ fome Scots, being engaged at Dumfries in a like
i enterprize, met with a like fate. Dundee was a town
well fortified, fupplied with a good garrifon under Lumif-
den, and full of all the rich furniture, the plate, and money

7y e
 coms
rved |
yelieye
d pal

| gt

‘theuﬁ of the kingdom, which had been fent thither as to a
o place of fafety. Monk appeared before it; and having
OHOL? made a breach, gave a general affault. He carried the
Ee’im.[; town; and following the example and inftrutions of

d Cromwel, put all the inhabitants to the fword, in order
o to ftrike a general terror into the kingdom. Warned by

e i this example, Aberdeen, St. Andrew’s, Invernefs, and

other towns and forts yielded, of their own accord, to
il the enemy. Argyle made his fubmiffions to the Englifh
e’ commonwealth ; and excepting a few royalifts, who re-
o mained fome time in the mountains, under the earl of

Glencairn,
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C H A P. Glencairn, lord Balcarras, and general Middleton, that
p =4 ,kingdom, which had hitherto, through all ages, by means
4651, of its fituation, poverty, and valour, maintained its ine
| dependance, was reduced to total fubjection,
| Tue Englith parliament fent Sir Harry Vane, St
John, and other commiflioners to fettle Scotland. Thefe
men, who poffefled little of the true fpirit of liberty,
knew how to maintain the appearance of it; and they
required the voluntary confent of all the counties and
towns of this conquered kingdom, before they would
unite them into the fame commonwealth with England,
The clergy protefted ; becaufe, they faid, this incorpo-
rating union would draw along with it a fubordination of
the church to the ftate in the things of Chrift®, Eng-
lith judges, joined to fome Scottith, were appointed to
determine all caufes ; juftice was {trictly adminiftered;
order and peace maintained ; and the Scots, freed from
the tyranny of the ecclefiaftics, were not much diffatisfied
with the prefent government i, The prudent conduct of
Monk, a man who poflefled a capacity for the arts both
of peace and war, ferved much to reconcile the minds of

men, and to allay their prejudices.

1652, By the total reduétion and pacification of the Britifh
Dutch war, . . ) . -
dominions, the parliament had leifure to look abroad,
and to exert their vigour in foreign enterprizes. The
Dutch were the firft that felt the weight of their arms,
During the life of Frederic Henry, prince of Orange,
the Dutch republic had maintained a neutrality in the civil
wars of England, and had never interpofed, except by her
good offices,between the contending parties, When William,
TS who hadmarried anEnglifh princefs,fucceeded to hisfather’s
commands and authority*, the ftates, both before and after

h Whitlocke; p. 496, Heathe’s chronicle, P« 307
1 See Note [I] at the end of the volume, k 5647,

the
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the execution of the late king, were accufed of taking fteps € ILTXA P.

; more favourable to the royal caufe, and of betraying a. )

ol | great prejudice againft that of the parliament. It was 163
long before the ‘envoy of the Englifh commonwealth

Vs could obtain an audience of the ftates general, The

d 1 murderers of Doriflaus were not purfued with fuch vigour

of | as the parliament expe@ed. And much regard had been

j ad payed to the king, and many good offices performed to

Uty him, both by the public, and by men of all ranks, in the

hey 3 united provinces,

AFTER the death of William, prince of Orange,
which was attended with the depreffion of his party and
the triumph ‘of the Dutch republicans, the parliament
thought, that the time was now favourable for cementing
a clofer confederacy with the ftates. St. John, chief
juftice, who was fent over to the Hague, had entertained

freed the idea of forming a kind of coalition between the two
diffa republics, which would have rendered their interefts to-
conds tally infeparable; but fearing that fo extraordinary a pro-
e at ject would not be relithed, he contented bimfelf with
he il dropping fome hints of it, and openly went no farther than

to propofe a ftri& defenfive alliance between England and
the united provinces, fuch as has now, for near feventy
years, taken place between thefe friendly powers .. But
the ftates, who were unwilling to form a nearer confede~
racy with a government, whole meafures were fo obnoxi-
ous, and whofe fituation feemed fo precarious, offered
only to renew the former alliances with England. And
the haughty St. John, difgufted with this difappointment,
as well as incenfed at many affronts, which had been
offered him with impunity, by the retainers of the Pala-
tine and Orange families, and indeed by the populace in
general, returned into England; and endeavoured to fo-
e ment a quarrel between the republics.

! In O&ober 17, 1670, m Thuyrloe, vol. i, p, 182,

b Vor. ViI, P Tus




210 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN,

C H AP. Txr movements of great ftates are often directed by s
\ i flender fprings as thofe of individuals. Though war wit_lh
1652. [0 confiderable a naval power as the Dutch, who were in
peace with all their other neighbours, might feem dane
gerous to the yet unfettled commonwealth, there were
{everal motives, which at this time induced the Englifh
parliament to embrace hoftile meafures. Many of the
members thought that a foreign war would ferve as a
pretence for continuing the fame parliament, and delay-
ing the new model of 2 reprefentative, with which the
nation had fo long been flattered. Others hoped, that
the war would furnifh a reafon for maintaining, fome
time longer, that numerous ftanding army, which was {0
much complained of . On the other hand, fome, who
dreaded the encreafing power of Cromwel, expefted, that
the great expence of maval armaments, would provea
motive for diminifhing the military eftablifhment. To
divert the attention of the public from domeftic quarrels
towards foreign tranfa&tions, feemed, in the prefent dif-
pofition of men’s minds, to be good policy. The fuperior
power of the Englilh commonwealth, together with its
advantages of fituation, promifed fuccefs; and the pat-
liamentary leaders hoped to gain many rich prizes-from
the Dutch, to diftrefs and fink their flourifhing come
merce, and by victories to throw a lufire on their own
eftablithment, which was fo new and unpopular. All
thefe views, enforced by the violent fpirit of St. John,
who had great influence over Cromwel, determined tke
parliament to change the purpofed alliance into a furions
war againft the united provinces.
To cover thefe hoftile intentions, the parliament,
under pretence of providing for the interefts of commercey

n We are told in the life of Sir Harry Vane, thatthat famous republican
oppafed the Dutch war, and that it was the military geatlemen chiefly who
fupported that meafure,

embyaced
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embraced fuch meafures as, they knew, would give dif-C £ & P.
guft to the ftates, They framed the famous act of navi- e~

gation ; which prohibited all nations from importing into
England in their bottoms any commodity, which was
not the growth and manufatture of their own country.
By this law, though the terms, in which it was con-
ceived, were general, the Dutch were principally affected 3
becaufe their country produces few commodities, and
they fubfift chiefly by being the general carriers and fac-
tors of Europe. Letters of reprifal were granted to
feveral merchants, who complained of injuries, which,
they pretended, they had received from the ftates; and
above eighty Dutch fhips fell into their hands, and were
made prizes. The cruelties committed on the Englith at
Amboyna, which were certainly enormous, but which
feemed to be buried.in oblivion by a thirty years® filence,
were again made the ground of complaint, And the
allowing the murderers of Doriflaus to efcape, and the
conniving at the infults to which St. John had been ex-
pofed, were reprefented as fymptoms of an unfriendly, if
not a hoftile difpofition, in the ftates.

THE ftates, alarmed at all thefe fteps, fent orders to
their ambafladors to endeavour the renewal of the treaty
of alliance, which had been broken off by the abrupt
departure of St. John. Not to be unprepared, they
equipped a fleet of a hundred and fifty fail, and took
care, by their minifters at London, to inform the coun-
cil of ftate of that armament, This intelligence inftead
of firiking terror into the Englith republic, was con-
fidered as a menace, and farther confirmed the parliament
in their hoftile refolutions. The minds of men in both,
ftates, were, every day, more irritated againft each other;
and it was not long before thefe humours broke forth
into altion.

35 TroMmP,

1652.
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TromP, an admiral of great renown, received from
the ftates the command of a fleet of forty-two fail; in
order to prote& the Dutch navigation againft the priva-
teers of the Englifh, He was forced by ftrefs of weather,
as he alledged, to take fhelter in the road of Dover,
where he met with Blake, who commanded an Englifh
fleet much inferior in number, Who was the aggreffor
in the a&ion, which enfued between thefe two admirals,
both of them men of fuch prompt and fiery difpofitions,
it is not eafy to determine; fince each of them fent to his
own ftate a relation totally oppofite in all its circumftances
to that of the other, and yet fupported by the teftimony
of every captain in his fleet. Blake pretended, that,
having given a fignal to the Dutch admiral to ftrike,
Tromp, inftead of complying, fired a broad-fide at hims
Tromp aflerted, that he was preparing to ftrike, and that
the Englith admiral, neverthelefs, began hoftilities, It
is certain that the admiralty of Holland, who are diftiné&
from the council of ftate, had given Tromp no orders to
ftrike, but had left him to his own difcretion, with regard
to that vain but much contefted ceremonial. They
feemed willing to introduce the claim of an equality with
the new commonwealth, and to interpret the former re-
fpet payed the Englifh flag, as a deference due only to
the monarchy. This circumftance forms a ftrong pre-
fumption againft the narrative of the Dutch admirak
The whole Orange party, it muft be remarked, to which
Tromp was {ufpefted to adhere, were defirous of a war
with England.

Braxkeg, though his fquadron confifted only of fifteen
veflels, re-inforced, after the battle began, by eight under
captain Bourne, maintained the fight with bravery for
five hours, and funk one fhip of the enemy, and took
another. Night parted the combatants, and the Dutch
fleet retired towards the coaft of Holland, The populace

of
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Xﬂh{: of London were enraged, and ‘would have infulted the C H AP,
;’E?‘ Dutch ambafladors, who lived at Chelfea, had not the =~
Of 16352,

council of ftate fent guards to protet them.

WHEN the flates heard of this a@ion, of which the
confequences were cafily forefeen, they were in'the utmoft
confternation. They immediately difpatched Paw, Pen-
fionary of Holland, as their ambaffador extraordinary to
London, and ordered him to lay before the parliament the
narrative, which Tromp had fent of the late rencounter.
They entreated them, by all the bands of their common
religion, and common liberties, not to precipitate them-
felves into hoftile meafures, but to appoint commiflioners
who fhould examine every circumftance of the a&ion,

iral bl

0-fid : ¢ %

m.““f' and clear up the truth, which lay in obfcurity. And they
:”kf_fV pretended, that they had given no-orders to their admiral
Wi o offer any violence to the Englith, but would feverely

bo s punifh him, if they found, upon enquiry, that he had
PRE  been guilty of an a&ion, which they fo much difapproved,
W The imperious parliament would hearken to none of
oninh‘ thefe reafons or remonftrances. ' Elated by the numerous
W fuccefles, which they had obtained over their domeftic
%2 encmies, they thought that every thing muft yield to
let  their fortunate arms; and they gladly feized the oppor-
alw  tunity, which they fought, of making war upon the
i ftates. They demanded, that, without any farther delay
ke Or enquiry, reparation thould be made for all the damages,
which the Englith had {uftained. And when this demand
was not complied with, they difpatched orders for ‘come
mencing war againft the united provinces,

Brakek failed northwards with a numerous fleet, and
e fell upon the herring buffes, which were efcorted by
g twelve men of war.  All thefe he either took or difperfed.
»nj % Tromp followed him with a fleet of above a hundred fail,
When thefe two admirals were within fight of each other,
and preparing for battle, a furious ftorm attacked them,

F3 Blake
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c H‘(A P. Blake took fhelter in the Englith harbours. The Dutch

fleet was difperfed and received great damage.

S1r GEORGE AYsCUE, though he commanded only
* forty fhips, according to the Englifh accounts, engaged
near Plymouth the famous de Ruiter, who had under him
fifty thips of war, with thirty merchant-men,  The

dutch fhips were indeed of inferior force to the Englith,
De Ruiter, the only admiral in Europe, who has attained
a repown equal to that of the greateft general, defended
himfelf fo well, that Ay(cuc Sznﬁcd no advantage OVel
him. Night parted them in the greateft heat of the
aion. De Ruiter next day failed-off with bis convoy.
The Englifh fleet had been fo fhattered in the fight, that
it was not able to purfue,

NEAR the coaft of Kent, Blake, feconded by Boune
and Pen, met  Dutch fquadron, nearly equal in fum-
bers, commanded by de Witte and de Ruiter. A battle
was fought much to the difadvantage of the Dutch,
Their rear-admiral was boarded and taken, T wo other
veflels were funk, and one blown up. The Dutch next
day made fail towards Holland.

The Englith were not fo fuecefsful in the Mediters
yranean. Van Galen with much fuperior force attacked
captain Badily and defeated him. He bought, however,
his vi¢tory with the lofs of his life,

SEA-F1GHTs are feldom fo decifive as to difable the
vanquifhed from making head in a little time againft the
vitors, Tromp, feconded by de Ruiter, met near the
Goodwins, with Blake, whofe fleet was inferior to the
Dutch, but who refolved not to decline the combat. A
furious battle commenced,_ where the admirals on both
{ides, as well as the inferior officers and feamen, exerted
great bravery, In this action the Dutch had the ad-
vantage. - Blake himfelf was wounded, The Garland
and Bonaventure were taken, - Twe fhips were burned,

and
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and one funk; and night came opportunely to fave theCH A P,
Englith flect.  After this victory, Tromp in a bravado
fixed a broom to his main-maft ; as if he were refolved to 3652

fweep the fea entirely of all Englifh veflels,

GREAT preparations were made in England, in order 5655,
to wipe off this difgrace. A gallant fleet of eighty fail
was fitted out. Blake commanded, and Dean under
him, together with Monk, who had been fent for from
Scotland. When the Englith lay off Portland, they de- 18h Feb.
fcried near break of day a Dutch fleet of feventy-fix
veflels, failing up the channel, along with 2 convoy of
300 merchantmen, who had received orders to wait at
the ifle of Rhé, till the fleet fhould arrive to efcorte them.
Tromp, and, under him, de Ruiter, commanded the
Dutch. This battle was the moft furious that had yet
been fought between thefe warlike and rival nations,
Three days was the combat continued with the utmoft
rage and obftinacy ; and Blake, who was victor, gained
not more honour than Tromp, who was vanquifhed.
The Dutch admiral made a fkilful retreat, and faved al¥
the merchant fhips, except thirty. He loft however
eleven fhips of war, had 2000 men flain, and near 1500
taken prifoners.  The Englifh, though many of their
fhips were extremely fhattered, had but one funk. Their
flain were not much inferior in number to thofe of the

enemy,

ArL thefe fuccefles of the Englifh were chiefly owing
to the fuperior fize of their veflels; an advantage which
all the fkill and bravery of the Dutch admirals could not
compenfate. By means of fhip-money, an impofition,
which had been fo much complained of, and in fome
refpe@s with reafon, the late king had put the navy into.
a fituation, which it had never attained in any former
reign; and he ventured to build fhips of a fize, which

Xk was
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c ?XA P.was then unufual. But the misfortunes, which the
i « Dutch met with in battle, were fmall in comparifon of
1653, thofe, which their trade fuftained from the Englifh,
Their whole commerce by the channel was cut off: Even
that to the Baltic was much infefted by Englith priva-
teers. Their fiheries were totally {ufpended. A great
number of their fhips, above 1600, had fallen into the
hands of the enemy. And all this diftrefs they fuffered,
not for any national interefts or neceflity; but from vain
points of honour and perfonal refentments, of which it
was difficult to give a fatisfatory account to the public,
They refolved therefore to gratify the pride of the parlia-
ment, and to make fome advances towards peace. “They
met not, however, with a favourable reception; and it
was not without pleafure, that they learned the diffolution
of that haughty aflembly by the violence of Cromwel;
an event from which they expelted a more profperous
turn to their affairs.

The zealous republicans in the parliament had not
been the chief or firft promoters of the war; but when it
was once entered upon, they endeavoured to draw from
it every poflible advantage, On all oceafions they fet
up the flect in oppofition. to the army, and celebrated the
glory and {uccefles of their naval armaments, They in-
fifted on the intolerable expence, to which the nation ]
was fubjected, and urged the neceffity of diminithing it

:Is)fﬁilc“;aoxn by a reduction of the land forces. They had ordered
i liament.  {ome regiments to ferve on board the fleet in“the quality
: of marines, And Cromwel, by the whole train of their
proceedings, evidently faw, that they had entertained a
jealouly of his pawer and ambition, and were refolved to
bring him to 'a fubordination under their authority,

Without fcruple or delay he refolved to prevent them,

Onw fuch firm foundations was built the credit of this
extraordinary man, that though a great mafter of fraud

9
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and diffimulation, he judged it fuperfluous to employ © ’LX'} P,
any dilguife in conduéting this bold enterprize. He -

fummoned a general council of officers ; and immediately
found, that they were difpofed to receive whatever im-
preflions he was pleafed to give them. Moft of them
were his creatures, had owed their advancement to his
favour, and relied entirely upon him for their future pre-
ferment. The breach being already made between the
military and civil powers, when the late king was feized
at Holdenby; the general officers regarded the parlia-
ment as at once their creature and their rival ; and
thought, that they themfelves were entitled to fhare
among them thofe offices and riches, of which its mem=
bers had fo long kept poffeflion. Harrifon, Rich, Over-
ton, and a few others, who retained fome principle, were
guided by notions fo extravagant, that they were eafily
deluded into meafures the mofl violent and moft criminal,
And the whole army had already been guilty of fuch ille~
gal and atrocious alions, that they could entertain no
farther fcruple with regard to any enterprize, which might
ferve their felfith or fanatical purpofes.

In the council of officers it was prefently voted to
frame a2 remonflrance to the parliament, After complain-
ing of the arrears, due to the army, they there defired the
parliament to refle¢t how many years they had fitten, and
what profeffions they had formerly made of their inten~
tions to new model the reprefentative, and eftablifh fuc-
ceflive parliaments, who might bear the burthen of na-
tional affairs, from which they themfelves would gladly,
after fo much danger and fatigue, be at laft relieved.
They confefled that the parliament had atchieved great
enterprizes, and had furmounted mighty difficulties;
yet was it an injury, they faid, to the reft of the na-
tion to be excluded from bearing any part in the fervice
of -their country., It was now full time for them to give

place

633,
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place to others; and bey therefore defired them, after
whe might execute the laws during
the interval, to fumma a new parliament, and eftablifh
that.free and equal gowrnment, which they had o long
promifed to the people.

TuE parliament tool this remenftranee in ill part, and
made a {harp reply to tle council of officers. The offt-
cers infifted on their adice; and by mutual altercation
and oppofition the brach became ftill wider between
the army and the conmonwealth. Cromwel, finding
matters ripe for his pupofe, called 2 council of officers,
in order to come to a ctermination with regard to the
public fettlement. A he bad here many friends, fo
had be allo fome oppments. Harrifon having aflured
the council, that the gereral fought only to pave the way
for the government of, efus and his faints, major Streatet
brifkly replied, that Jdus ought then to come guichly
For if he delayed it il after Chriftmas, he would come
to0o late; he would finc his place occupied. While the
officers were in debate, iolonel Ingold{by informed Crom-

wel, that the parliameit was fitting, and had come to a

52
refolution not to diffole themfelves, but to fill up the
houfe by new eleCtions; and was at that very time en=
gaged in deliberations with regard to this expedient.
Cromwel in a rage inmediately haftened to the houfe,
and carried a body of 20 foldiers along with him, Some
of them he placed at tie door, fome in the lobby, fome
on the ffairs. He firft addrefled himfelf to his friend St.
John, and told him, tiat he had come with a purpofe of
doing what grieved hm to the very foul, and what he
had earncftly with tearsbefought the Lord not to impofe
upon him : But there was a neceffity, in order to the
glory of God and gooc of the nation. He fat down for
fome time, and heard the debate. He beckoned Harri-
fon, and told him, tht he now judged the parliament

ripe
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ripe for a diffolution. < Siy” faid Harrifon, ¢¢ theC HLXA P,
<« work is very great and dangerous: I defire you feri- \ -
“ oufly to confider, before you.engage in it.” ¢ You . 1653

¢ fay well,” replied the'genenl; and thereupon fat ftil)
about a quarter. of an hour, When the queftion was
ready to be put, he faid again © Harrifon, This is the
¢ time: I muft do it.”.- Anl fuddenly ftarting up, he
loaded the parliament with the vileft reproaches, for their
tyranny, ambition, oppreflion, and robbery of the publicy
Then ftamping with his foot, vhich was a fignal for the
foldiers to enter, * For fhame,” faid he to the parlia-
ment,  get you gone: give slace to honefter men;. to
< thofe who will more faithully. difcharge their truft.
¢ You are no longer a parlianent: I tell you, you are
<¢ no longer a parliament, The Lord has done with yous
¢ He has chofen other inftruments for carrying on his
< work.”  Sir Harry Vane exclaiming againft this pro-
ceeding, he cried with 2 lowd voice, ¢ O! Sir Hamry
<« Vane, Sir Harry Vane! The Lord deliver me from
< Sir Harry Vane!” Takirg hold of Martin by the
cloke, ¢ Thou art a whore mafter,” faid he. To an-
other, ¢ T'hou art an adulterr.” To a third, ¢ Thou
< art a drunkard and a glutten:” ¢ And thou an extor-
< tioner,” to a fourth., He ommanded a foldier to feize
the mace. ¢ What fhall wedo with this bauble ? Here
¢ take it away. It is you,” faid he, addrefling himfelf
to the houfe, ¢ that have forced me upon this. I have
¢ fought the Lord night anc day, that he would rather
¢¢ {lay me than put me upon this work.” Having com-
manded the foldiers to clear tie hall, he himfelf went out
the laft, and ordering the dours to be locked, departed to
his lodgings in W hitehall,

In this furious manner, wiich fo well denotes his ge-
nuine charaéer, did Cromwel, without the leaft oppofi-
tion, 'or even murmur, annililate that famous affembly,

8 which




220

&

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C "{)? P. which had filled all Europe with the renown of its actions,
‘e~ and with" aftonifhment at its crimes, and" whofe com-

1653.

mencement was not more ardently defired by the people
than was its final diffolation. “All parties. now reaped
fucceflively the melancholy pleafure of feking the injuries,
which they had fuffered, revenged on their enemies ; and
that too by the fame arts, which had been pra&ifed
againft them. Theking had, in fome inftances, ftretch-
ed his prerogative beyond .its juft bounds; and aided by
the church, had well nigh put an end to all the liberties
and privileges of the nation.. The prefbyterians checked
the progrefs of the court and clergy, and excited, by cant
and hypocrify, the populace firft fo tumults, then to war,
againft the king, the peers, and all the royalifts. No
fooner had they reached. the pinnacle of grandeur, than
the independents, under the appearance of flill greater
fan&ity, inftigated the army againft them, and reduced
them to fubJeétxon. The independents, amidft their
empty dreams of liberty, or rather of dominion, were
opprefled by the rebellion of their own fervants, and
found themfelves at once expofed to the infults of power
and hatred of the people. By recent, as well as all an-
cient example, it was become evident, that illegal vio-
lencey with whatever pretences it may be covered, and
whatever object it may purfue, muft inevitably end at
laft in the arbitrary and defpotic government of a fingle
perfon,
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Cromwel’s birth and private life—~— Bareboné’s par-
liament —=——Cromwel made proteiior—--Peace with
Holland—=— A new parliament——1Infurreition of

the royalifps——State of Europe———War with
Spain————7Famaica conquered——Succefs and deash
of admiral Blake——Domeftic adminifiration of
Cromwel——Humble Petition and Advice—m
Dunkirk taken——Sicknefs of theproteitor——— His
death——And charalier.

LIVER CROMWEL, in whofe hands thec i 4 p,
diffolution of the parliament had left the whole LXI
power, civil and military, of three kingdoms, was born 1643,
at Huntingdon, the laft year of the former century, of a yromwel®
good family ; though he himfelf, being the fon' of a fe. privatelife,
cond brother, inherited but a fmall eftate from his father.
In the courfe of his education he had been fent to the
univerfity ; but his genius was found' little fitted for the
calm and elegant occupations of learning ; and he made
fmall proficiencies in his ftudies. He even threw himfelf
into a diffolute and diforderly courfe of life; and he con-
fumed, in gaming, drinking, debauchery, and country
riots, the more early years of his youth, and diffipated
part of his patrimony. All of a fudden, the fpirit of
reformation feized him ; he married, affefted a grave and

compofed behaviour, entered into all the zeal and rigour
of the puritanical party, and offered to reftore to every
one whatever fums he had formerly gained by gaming.

The
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< ‘;“X‘% P. The fame vehemence of temper, which had tranfported
‘e — him into the extremes of pleafure, now diftinguifhed his

i653.

religious habits. His houfe was the refort of all the
zealous clergy of the party; and his hofpitality, as well
a5 his liberalities.to the filenced and deprived -minifters,
proved as chargeable as his former debaucheries.” Though
he had acquired a tolerable fortune by a maternal uncle,
he found his affairs fo injured by his expences, that he
was obliged to take a farm at St. Ives, and apply him-
felf, for fome years, to agriculture as a profeflion. But
this expedient ferved rather to involve him in farther
debts and difficulties. The long prayers, which he faid
to his family in the morning, and again in the afternoon,
confumed his own time and that of his ploughmen ; and
he referved no leifure for the care of his temporal affairs.
His a&ive mind, fuperior to the low occupations, to
which he was condemned, preyed upon itfelf; and he
indulged his imagination in vifions, illuminations, reve-
lations ; the great nourifhment of that hypocondriacal
temper, to which he was ever fubject. Urged by his
wants and his piety, he had made a party with Hamb-
den, his near kinfman, who was prefled only by the
latter motive, to tranfport himfelf into New England,
now become the retreat of the more zealous among the
‘puritanical party ; and it was an order of council, which
abliged them to difembark and remain in England. The
earl of Bedford, who pofleffed a large eftate in the Fen
Country, near the ifle of Ely, having undertaken to
drain thefe moraflcs, was obliged to apply to the king;
and by the powers of the prerogative, he got commif-
fioners appointed, who conducted that work, and divided
the new acquired land among the feveral proprietors.
He met with oppofition from many, among whom Crom-
wel diftinguithed himfelf; and this was the firft public

opportunity,
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epportunity, which he had met with, of difcovering the C ff}-:{ B
faious zeal and obftinacy of his charalter. e

Frowm accideat and intrigue he was chofen by the town
of Cambridge member of the long parliament. His do-
meltic affairs were then in great diforder; and he feemed
not to poflefs any talents, which could qualify him to
rife in that public fphere, into which he was now at lait
enteced. His perfon was ungraceful, his drefs flovenly,
his voice untunable, his elocution homely, tedious, ob-
fcure, and embarraffed. The fervor of his {pirit fre-
quently prompted him to rile in the houfe; but he was
not heard with attention: His name, for above two
years, is not to be found oftaer than twice in any com-
mittee ; and thofe committees, into which he was admit-
ted, were chofen for affairs, which would more inrerelt
the zealots than the men of bufinels, In comparifon of
the eloguent fpeakers and fine gentlemen of the houfe, he
was entitely overlooked ; and his friend Hambdea alone
was acquainted with the depth of his genius, and foretold,
that, if a civil war {hould enfue, he would foon rife te
eminence and diftinGion.

CromwgL himfelf feems to have been confcious whecc
his ftrength lay; and partly from that motive, parcly
from the uncontrolable fury of his zeal, he always joined
¢hat pacty, which puthed every thing to extremities againft
the king. He was altive in promoting the famous re-
monftrance, which was the fignal for all the enfuing
commotions ; and when, after along debate, it was car-
ried by a fmall majority, he told lord Falkland, that, if
the queftion had been loft, he was refolved next day to
have converted into ready money the remains of his for-
tune, and immediately to have left the kingdom. Nor
was this refolution, he faid, peculiar to himfelf: Many
others of his party he knew to be equally determined.

He
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HEe was no lefs than forty-three years of age, when he
firft embraced the military profeflion; and by force of
genius, without any mafter, he foon became an excellent
officer; though perhaps he never reached the fame of a
confummate commander. He raifed a troop of horfe ;
fixed his quarters in Cambridge; exerted great feverity
towards that univerfity, which zealoufly adhered to the
royal party; and fhowed himfelf a man who would go
all lengths in favour of that caufe, which he had efpoufed.
He would not allow his foldiers to perplex their heads
with thofe {ubtilties, of fighting by the king’s authority
againft his perfon, and of obeying his majefty’s commands
fignified by both houfes of parliament: He plainly told
them, that, if he met the king in battle, he would fire a
piftol in his face as readily as againft any other man,
. His troop of horfe he foon augmented to a regiment;
and he firft inflituted that difcipline and infpired that
fpirit, which rendered the parliamentary armies in the
end viorious. “¢ Your troops,” faid he to Hambden,
according to his own account®, ¢ are moft of them old
¢ decayed ferving men and tapfters, and fuch kind of
s¢ fellows ; the king’s forces are compofed of gentlemen’s
¢ younger fons and perfons of good quality, And do

¢ you think, that the mean fpirits of fuch bafe and low

< fellows as ours will ever be able to encounter gentle-

¢ men, thathave honour and courage and refolution in
«¢ them? You muft get men of fpirit, and take it not
ill that I fay, of a {pirit, that is likely to go as far as
gentlemen will go, or'elfe I am fure you will fill be
beaten, as you have hitherto been, in every encoun-
¢¢ ter.”” He did as he propofed. He enlifted the fonsof
frecholders and farmers. He carefully invited into hisregi~
ment all the zealous fanatics throughout England. When

(13
(13
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© Conference held at Whitehall,

they
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they were colle@ed in a body, their enthufiaftic fpirit ftill € ff)?l P,
rofe to a higher pitch. Their colonel, from his own
natural charaéter, as well as from policy, was fufficiently  1653-
inclined to encreafe the flame. He preached, he prayed,

he fought, he punithed, he rewarded. The wild enthu-

fiafm, together with valour and difcipline, ftill propagated

itfelf; and all men caft their eyes on fo pious and fo fuc-
cefsful a leader., From low commands he rofe with great
rapidity to be really the firft, though in appearance only

the fecond, in the army. By fraud and violence, he foon
rendered himfelf the firft in the ftate. In proportion to

the encreafe of his authority, his talents always feemed to
expand themfelves; and he difplayed every day new abi-

lities, which had lain dormant, till the very emergence,

by which they were called forth into a&ion. All Eue

rope ftood aftonithed to fee a nation, fo turbulent and
unruly, who, for fome doubtful encroachments on their
privileges, had dethroned and murdered an excellent
prince, defcended from a long line of monarchs, now at

laft fubdued and reduced to flavery by one, who, a few

years before, was no better than a private gentleman,
whofe name was not known in the nation, and who was

little regarded even in that low fphere, to which he had
always been confined.

THE indignation, entertained by the people, againft
an authority, founded on fuch manifeft ufurpation, was
not fo violent as might naturally be expe&ed. Congra-
tulatory addrefles, the firlt of the kind, were made to
Cromwel by the flect, by the army, even by many of the
chief corporations and counties of England ; but efpecially
by the feveral congregations of faints, difperfed through-
out the kingdom?. The royalifts, though they could
not love the man, who had embrued his hands in the -
blood of their fovereign, expeéted more lenity from him,

P See Milton's State Papers.
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C H A P.than from the jealous and imperious republicans, who

LXI.
2
1653,

' had hitherto governed. The prefbyterians were pleafed

to fee thofe men, by whom they had been outwitted and
expelled, now in their turn expelled and outwitted by
their own fervant ; and they applauded him, for this laft
a&t of violence upon the parliament. Thefe two parties
compofed the bulk of the nation, and kept the people in
er. Al men, likewife, -harafled
&ions, were glad to fee any profpect of

they deemed it lefs ignominious to

erable temj

f.
fettlement. And
{ubmit to a perfon .of fuch admirable talents and capa-
b ]

city than to a few ignoble enthufiaftic hypocrites, who

ander the riame of a republic, had reduced them to 2
cruel fubjetion.

TuE republicans, being dethroned by €romwel, were
the party whofe refentment he had the grcateft reafort to
apprehend, That party, befides the independents, con-
tained two fets of men, who are feemingly of the moft
oppofite principles, but who were then united by a fimi-
litude of genius and of chara&ter. The firft and moft
numerous were the millenarians, or fifth monarchy men,
who infifted, that, dominion being founded in grace, all
diftinétion in magiftracy muft be abolifhed, except what
arofe from piety and holinefs ; who expeted fuddenly
the fecond coming of Chrift upon earth ; and who pre-
tended, that the faints in the mean while, that is, them-
fclves, were alonc entitled to govern. The fecond were
the deifts, who had no other objeét than political liberty,
who denied entirely the truth of revelation, and infinu-
ated, that all the various fes, fo heated againft each
other, were alike founded in folly and in error. Men of
fach daring geniufes were not contented with the antient
and legal forms of civil government ; but challenged a
degree of freedom beyond what they expecled ever to en-
joy under any monarchy. Martin, Challoner, Harrington,

Sidney,
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Sidney, Wildman, Nevil, were efteemed the heads ofC ?‘YA P,
this fmall divifion. St
THE deifts were perfelly hated by Cromwel, becaufe 653
he had no hold of enthufiafm, by which he could govern
or over-reach them ; he therefore treated them with great
rigour and difdain, and ufually denominated them the beg-
thens. As the millenarians had a great intereft in the
army, it was much more important for him to gain their
confidence ; and their [ize of underftanding afforded him
great facility in deceiving them: Of late years, it had
been fo ufual a topic of converfation to difcoutfe of par=
liaments and councils and fenates, and the foldiers them=
felves had been fo much accuftomed to enter into that
fpirit, that Cromwel thought it requifite to eftablifh
fornething which might bear the face of a commonwealth.
He fuppofed, that God, in his providence, had thrown
the whole right, as well as power, of government into
his hands ; and without any more ceremony, by the ad-
viceof his council of officers, he fent fummons to 2 hun-
dred and twenty-eight perfons of different tewns and
counties of England, to five of Scotland, to fix of Ire-
land. He pretended, by his fole a& and deed, todevolve

upon thefe the whole authority of the ftate, This Barcboge's
legiflative power they were to exercife during fiftcen pailment.
months; and they were afterwards to choofe the fame
number of perfons, who might fucceed them in that high

ard important.office,

¢ 3

HERE were great numbers at that time, who thade it a
principle always toadberc to any power, which was uppera
moft, and to fupport the eftablifhed government. T his
maxim is not peculiar to the people of that age ; but what
may be efteemed peculiar to them, is, that there prevailed a
hypocritical phrafe for exprefling fo prudentiala condu& :
It was called a waiting upon providence. When provis
dence, therefore, was fo kind as to beftow on thefe men,

Q.2 now
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C H A P.nowafl:mbled together, the fupreme authority, ‘they muft

LXIL,

i have been very ungrateful, if, in their turn, they had

been wanting in. complaifance towards.her. They im-
mediately voted themfelves ‘a parliament ; and having
their own confent, as well as that of Oliver Cromwel,
for their legiflative authority, they now proceeded very

gravely tothe excrcile of it. 3
In this notable affembly were fome perfons of -the rank
of gentlemen; but the far greater part were ‘low me-
chanics; fifth monarchy men, anabaptifts, antinomians,
ilxdcpmicnts; the very dregs of the fanatics, They be-
gan with feeking God by prayer: This office was per-
formed by eight or ten gifted men of the aflembly; and
with fo much fuccefs, that according to the confeflion
of all, they had never before, in-any of their devotional
exercifes, enjoyed fo much of the holy fpirit as was then
comn.unicated to them? Their hearts were, no doubt,
dilated when they confidered the high dignity, ‘to which
they fuppofed themfelves exalted.. They had been told
by Cromwel in his firft difcourfe, that he never looked
to fee fuch a day, when Chrift thould be fo owned’.
They

g Parl, Hift, vol, xx. p. 182,
* Thefe are his expreffions. ¢ Indeed, ¥ have but one word more to fay
‘ to you, though in, that perhaps I fhall fhow my weaknefs: It is by way
¢ of encouragement to you in this work ; give me leave to begin thus: I
¢“ confefs I never looked to have feen fuch a day as thls, it may be nor you
¢ peither, when Jefus Chrift fhould be fo owned as he is at this day and in
“ this work. Jefus Chrift is owned this day by your call, and you own him
¢¢ by your willingnefs to appear for him, and you manifeft this (as far as
¢ poor creatures can do) to be a day of the power of Chrift, I know you
¢¢ will remember that feripture, be makes bis people willing in the day of bis
€ power, * God manifefts it to be the day of the power of Chrift, having
¢ thro” fo_much blood and fo much tryal as has been upon this nation, he
¢ makes this one of the greateff mercies, next to his own fon, to have his
¢ people called to the fupreme authority, God hath owned his fon, and
‘¢ hath owned you, and hath made you to own him., I confefs, I never
“ ldoked to have feen fuch a day = I did not,” I fuppofe at this paflage he
cried:
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They thought it, therefore, their duty to proceed to aC H A P.
b o o LXI.

thorough reformation, .and to pave the way for the reign )

of the Redeemer, and for that great work, which, it was 1653

expelled, the Lord was to bring forth among them. All

fanatics, being confecrated by their own fond imagina-

tions, naturally bear an antipathy to the ecclefiaftics
2 y & y )

who claim a peculiar fandtity, derived merely from their
office and prieftly chara&ter. This parliament took into
confideration the abolition of the clerical fun&ion, as fa-
vouring of popery ; and the taking away of tythes, which
they called a relict of Judaifin. Learning alfo and the
univerfities were deemed heathenith and unneceffary:
The common law was denominated a badge of the con-
queft and of Norman flavery ; and they threatened the
lawyers with a total abrogation of their profeflion. Som
fteps were even taken towards an abolition of the ehan-
cery ¢, the higheft court of judicature in the kingdom ;
and the Mofaical law was intended to be eftablifhed as
the fole fyftem of Englith jurifprudence *.

Or all the extraordinary fchemes, adopted by thefe
legiflators, they had not leifure to finith any, except
that which eftablifhed the legal folemnization of marriage
by the civil magiftrate alone, without the interpofition of
the clergy. They found themfelves expofed to the deri-
fion of the public. = Among the fanatics of the houfe,
there was an active member, much noted for his long
prayers, fermons, and harangues,  He. was a leather-
feller in London: His name Praife-god Barchone. This.
ridiculous name, which feems to have been chofen by
fome poet or allegorift to fuit fo ridiculous a perfonage,
cried: For he was very much given to weeping, and could at any time fhed
abundance of tears, The reft of the fpeech may be feen among Milton’s
State Papers, page 106, It is very curious, and full of the fame obfcurity,
confufion, embarraflment, and abfurdity, which appear in almoft all Oliver's

produ&ions,
s Whitlocke, p. 543 548. t Conference held at Whitehall,

Q-3 ftruck
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€ H A P, ftruck the fincy of the people; and they commonly af-
s,__:r;__inxcd to this affembly the appellation of Barebone’s
1653. parliament",

Tue Dutch ambaffadors endeavoured to énter into ne-
gotiation with this parliament; but though proteftants
and even prefbyterians, they met with a bad reception
from thofe who pretended to a fanctity fo much fuperior.
The Hollarders were regarded as worldly minded men,
intent only on commerce and induftry; whom it was
fitting the Qaints fhould firft extirpate, ere they under-
took that gieat work, to which they believed themfelves
deftined by providence, of fubduing Antichrift, the man
of fin, and extgnding to the uttermoft bounds of the earth

@ It was ufud for the pretended faints at that time to change their names
fiom Henry, Ecward, Anthpny, William, which they regarded as heathen-
ith, into others nore fanftmed and godly ; Even the New Teftament names,
James;' Andrew, John, Peter, were not held in fuch regard as thofe which
were borrowed from the Old Teftament, Hezckiah, Habbakuk, Jothua,
Zerobabel, Sonetimes a whole godly {entence was adopted asa name, Herg
are the names of a jury faid to be enclofed in the county of Suffex about that

time,
Accepted, Trevor of Norfham, Return, Spelman of Watling,
Redeemed, Compton of Battle, Be Faithful, Joinerof Britling,
Faint not, Hevit of Heathfield, Fly Debate, Roberts of the fame.
Make Peace, Heaton of Hare, F‘g it the good Fight of Faith, Whita
God Reward, Smart of Fivchurdt, of Emer.
Standfaft on High, Stringer of Crow- | More Fruit, Fowler of Eaft Hadley.
hurft, Hope for, Bending of the fame,
Earth, Adamsof Warbleton, Graceful, Harding of Lewes.
Called, Lowerof the fame. Weep not, Billing of the fame,
Kill Sin, Pimjle of Witham, Meek, Brewer of Okeham.

See Brome's Trivels into England, p. 279, “ Cromwell,” fays Cleveland,
9 hath beat up 1is drums clean throygh the Old Teftament. You may learn
¢¢ the genealogy of our Savioyr by the names of his regiment, The mufter=
¢ mafter has w other Iif, than the firft chapter of St. Matthew.”” The
brather of this Praife-god Earebone had for name, If Chrifi bad not died for
Jyoy you bad beer camned Barebgne, But the people, tired of this long name,

retained only tle laf word, and gommenly gave him the appellation of
Dam'd Barcbon;s

the
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the kingdom of the Redeemer v. . 'The ambafladors find-C H A P.
: : : LXI
ing themfelves profcribed, not as enemics of England, )
but of Chrift, remained in aftonithment, and knew not 1653,
which was moft to be admired, the implicable fpirit or
egregious folly of thefe pretended faints.

CroMwEL began to be afhamed of his legiflature, If
he ever had any defign in fummoning fo prepofterous
an aflembly beyond amufing the populace and the army;
he had intended to alarm the clergy and lawyers ; and he
had fo far fucceeded as to make them defire any other
government, which might fecure their pofeffions, now
brought in danger by thefe defperate fanatics, Cromwel
himfelf was diffatisfied, that the parliament, though they
had derived all their authority from him, began to pre-
tend power from the Lord *, and toinfift dready on their
divine commiffion. He had been careful to fummon in
his writs feveral perfons entirely devoted to him. By
concert, thefe met early ; and it was mertioned by fome
among them, that the fitting of this parliament any
longer would be of no fervice to the nation. They haf- 1ath of De-
tened, therefore, to Cromwel, along with Roufe, their <™
fpeaker ; and by a formal deed or affignment, reftored into
his hands that fupreme authority, which they had fo lately
received from him. General Harrifon and about twenty
more remained in the houfe; and that they might prevent
the reign of the faints from coming to ar untimely end,
they placed one Moyer in the chair, and began to draw
up protefts. They were foon interrupted by colonel
White, with a party of foldiers. He aked them what
they did there. ¢ We are fecking the Lord,” faid they.
¢¢ Then you may go elfewhere,” repliec he: ¢ For ta
§¢ my certain knowledge, he has not been here thefe

¢ many years.”

W Thurloe, vol. i. p. 273, §9T. Alfo Stutbe, p. 97, 92.
¥ Thurloe, vel. i, ps 393

Q.2 THE
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c gx? P. " THE military being now, in appearance, as well as in
u.ﬁ,_l__zrealiry, the fole power which prevailed in the nation,
1653 Cromwel thought fit to indulge 2 new fancy: For he
feems not to have had any deliberate plan in all thefe al-
terations. Lambert, his creature, who, under the ap-
pearance of obfequioufnefs to him, indulged an unbound-

ed ambition, propofed in a council of officers to adopt

another {cheme of government, and to temper the liberty

of a commonwealth by the authority of a fingle perfon,
who fhould be known by the appellation of proteétor.
Without delay, he prepared what was called e inflrument

g;f’dn;‘;‘:;_ of government, containing the plan of this new 1egiﬂature.;

tetor, and as it was fuppofed to be agreeable to the general, it
was immediately voted by the council of officers. Crom-
wel was declared proteor ; and with great folemnity in~
ftalled in that high office.

So-little were thefe men endowed with the {pirit of
legiflation, that they confefled; or rather boafted, that
they had employed only four days in drawing this inftru-
ment, by which the whole government of three king-
doms was pretended to be regulated and adjufted to all
fucceeding generations, There appears no difficulty in
believing them; when it is confidered how crude and
undigefted a fyftem of civil polity they endeavoured to
eftablith. The chief articles of the inftrument are thefe -
A council was appointed, which was not to exceed twen-
ty-one, nor be lefs than thirtecn perfons.  Thefe were to
enjoy their office during life or good behaviour; and in
cafe of a vacancy, the remaining members named three,
of whom the proteGtor chofe one. The prote&tor was
appointed fupreme magiftrate of the commonwealth : In
his name was all juftice to be adminiftered ; from him
were all magiftracy and honours derived ; he had the
power of pardoning all crimes, excepting murder and
treafon; to him the benefit of all forfeitures devolved.

The
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The right of peace, war, and alliance, refted in him;C H A P,
h : : LXI

but in thefe particulars he was to act by the advice and P
with the confent of his council. The power of the fword 1653
was vefted in the prote€tor, jointly with the parliament,

while it was fitting, or with the council of ftate in the
intervals. He wasobliged to fummon a parliament every

three years, and allow them to fit five months, without
adjournment, prorogation, or diffolution. The bills,

which they pafled, were to be prefented to the protector

for his affent ; but if within twenty days it were not ob-
tained, they were to become laws by the authority alone

of parliament. = A ftanding army for Great Britain and
Ireland was eftablithed, of 20,0c0 foot and 10,000 horfe ;

and funds were affigned for their fupport. - Thefe were

not to be diminifhed without confent of the prote&or ;

and in this article alone he aflumed a negative. During

the intervals of parliament, the protector and council had

the power of enacting laws, which were to be valid till

the next meeting of parliament. The chancellor, trea.

furer, admiral, chief governors of Ireland and Scotland,

and the chief juftices of both the benches muft be chofen

with the approbation of parliament; and in the intervals,

with the approbation of the council, to be afterwards ra-

tified by parliament. The proteétor was to enjoy his of-

fice during life; and on his death, the place was immedi-
ately to be fupplied by the council. This was the inftru-
ment of government enacted by the council of officers,
and folemnly fworn to by Oliver Cromwel. The counci}
of ftate, named by the inftrument, were fifteen ; men en-
tirely devoted to the protettor, and by reafon of the op~
pofition among themfelves in party and principles, not
likely ever to combine againft him.

CroMWEL faid, that he accepted the dignity of pro-
teCtor, merely that he might exert the duty of a conftable,
and preferve peace in the nation.  Affairs indeed were

brought
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€ H A P.brought to that pafs, by the furious animofities of the
— — feveral fa&ions, that the extenfive authority and even

%653,

arbitrary power of fome firft magiftrate was become a ne-
ceflary evil, in order to keep the people from relapfing
into blood and confufion. The independents were too
fmall a party ever to eftablith a popular government, or
entruft the nation, where they had fo little intereft, with
the free choice of its reprefentatives. The prefbyterians
had adopted the violent maxims of perfecution; incom-
patible at all times with the peace of fociety, much more
with the wild zeal of thofe numerous fe&s, which pre-
vailed among the people. The royalifts were fo much
enraged by the injuries, which they had fuffered, that the
other prevailing parties would never fubmit to them, who,
they knew were enabled, merely by the execution of the
ancient Jaws, to take fevere vengeance upon them. Had
Cromwel been guilty of no crime but this temporary ufur-
pation, the plea of neceflity and public good, which he
alledged, might be allowed, in every view, a reafonable
excufe for his conduct.

During the variety of ridiculous and diftracted fcenes,
which the civil government exhibited in England, the
military force was exerted with vigor, conduét, and una-
nimity ; and never did the kingdom appear more for-
midable toall foreign nations. The Englifh fleet, con-
fifting of a hundred fail, and commanded by Monk and
Dean, and under them by Pen and Laufon, met, near
the coaft of Flanders, with the Dutch fleet, equally nu«
merous, and commanded by Tromp. The two republics
were not inflamed by any national antipathy, and their
intercfts very little interfered : Yet few battles have been
difputed with more fierce and obftinate courage than were
thofe many naval combats, which were fought during this
thort, but violent war. The defire of remaining fole
lords of the ocean animated thefe ftates to ay honourable

¢mue
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emulation againft each other. After a battle of two days, € ‘:Xfl\ P,
in the firt of which Dean was killed, the Dutch, in<«— —v
ferior in the fize of their thips, were obliged, with great 1053.
lofs, to retire into: their harbours. Blake, towards the
end of the fight, joined his countrymen with eighteen fail,
The Englith fleet lay off the coaft of Holland, and totally
interrupted the commerce of that republic.

THE ambafladors, whom the Dutch had fent over to
England, gave them hopes of peace. Butas they could
obtain no ceffation of hoftilities, the ftates, unwilling to
fuffer any longer the lofs and difhonour of being blockaded
by the enemy, made the utmoft efforts ‘to recover their
injured honour, Never on any occafion did the power
and vigour of that republic appear in a more confpicuous
light. In a few weeks, they had repaired and manned
their fleet; and they equipped fome fhips of 2 larger fize,
than any which they had hitherto fent to fea. “Tromp
iflued out, determined again to fight the victors, and to
die rather than to yield the conteft, He met with the
enemyl’,lrcommanded by Monk ; and both fides immedi-
ately rufhed into the combat. Tromp, gallantly ani-
mating his men, with his fword drawn, was fhot through
the heart with a mufquet ball,  This event alone decided
the battle in favour of the Englith. Though near thirty
thips of the Dutch were funk and taken, they little re<
garded this lofs compared with that of their brave ad.
miral,

2pth Julye

MeanwniLE the negotiations of peace were continu-
ally advancing. The ftates, overwhelmed with the ex-
pence of the war, terrified by their loffes, and mortified
by their defeats, were extremely defirous of an accommo-
dation with an enemy whom they found, by experience,
too powerful for them. The king having fhown an incli-
nation to ferve on board their fleet ; though they expreffed
their fenfe of the honour intended them, they declined an

Y 4 offer,
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CH A P.offer, which might inflame the quarrel with the Englifh
2 commonwealth. The great ‘obftacle to the peace was
1653. found not to be any animofity on the part of the Englifh ;

but on the contrary a defire too earneft of union and con-
federacy.  Cromwel had revived the chimerical fcheme
of a coalition with the united provinces; a total con-
junétion of government, privileges, interefts, and coun=-
1654, Cils. * This projeét appeared fo wild to - the ftates, that
they wondered any man of fenfe could ever entertain it
ssth April, and they refufed to enter into conferences with regard to
a propofal, which could ferve only.to delay any pradica-
Peace with ble fcheme of acconimedation. The peaceé was at laft
Whtliagd; figned by Cromwel, now invefted with. the dignity of pro-
tector ; and it proves fufficiently, that the war had been
impolitic, fince, after the moft fignal victories, no terms
more advantageous could be obtained. A defenfive league
was made between the two republics. They agreed, each
of them, to banith the cnemies of the other; thofe who
had been concerned in the maflacre of Amboyna were to
be punithed, if any remained alive; the honour of the
flag was yielded to the Englith ; eighty-five thoufand
pounds were flipulated to be paid by the Dutch Eaft India
company for lofles, which the Englifh company had
fuftained ; and the ifland of Poleronc in the Eaft Indies

was promifed to be ceded to the latter.

CrOMWEL, jealous of the connexions between the
royal family and that of Orange, infifted on a feparate
article; that neither the young prince nor any of his
family fhould ever be invefted with the dignity of ftad-
holder. The province of Holland, ftrongly prejudiced
againft that office, which they efteemed dangerous to
liberty, fecretly ratified this article.  The protector,
knowing that the other provinces would not be induced
to make fich a conceflion, was fatisfied with this fe-
curity. +

THe
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THE Dutch war, being fuccefsful, and the peace rea- € IR AN
fonable, brought credit to Cromwel’s adminiftration. An s
a&t of juftice, which he exercifed at home, gave likewife 165
fatisfaction to the people; though the regularity of it
may perhaps appear fomewhat doubtful. Don Pantaleon
Sa, brother to the Portuguefe ambaflador, and joined with
him in the fame commiffiony, fancying himfelf to be in-
fulted, came upon the exchange, armed and attended by
feveral fervants. By miftake, he fell-on a gentleman,
whom he took for the perfon that had given him the of-
fence ; and having butchered him with many wounds, he
and all his attendants took fhelter in the houfe of the Por-
tuguefe ambaflador, who had connived at this bafe enter-
prize”. The populace furrounded the houfe, and threat-
ened to fet fireto it. Cromwel fent 2 gnard, who feized
all the criminals. They ‘were brought to. trial : And
notwithftanding the oppofition of the ambaflador, who
pleaded the privileges of his office, Don Pantaleon was
executed on Tower-hill. ‘The laws of nations were here
plainly violated : But the crime committed by the Portu-
guefe gentleman was to the laft degree atrocious ; and the
vigorous chaftifement of it, fuiting fo well the undaunted
charadter of Cromwel, was univerfally approved of at
home and admired among foreign nations. T he fituation
of Portugal obliged that court to acquiefce ; and the am-
baffador foon after figned with the proteflor a treaty of
peace and alliance, which was very advantageous to the
Englifh commerce,

ANOTHER alt of feverity, but neceffary in his fitu=
ation, was, at the very fame time, exercifed by the pro-
tector, in the capital punithment of Gerard and Vowel,
two royalifts, who were accufed of confpiring againft his
life, He had erected a high court of juftice for_ their
trial ; an infringement of the ancient laws, which at this

¥ Thurloe; vol. ii. p, 429. z Ihid, vol.i, p, 616,
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C H A P. time was become familiar, but one to which no cuffom oy
A\~ precedent could reconcile the nation. Juries were found
65¢  altogether unmanageable. The reftlefs Lilburn, for new
offences, had been brought to a new trial; and had been
acquitted with new triumph and exultation. If no other
method of conviétion had been devifed during this illega}
and unpopular government, all its enemies were aflured

of entire impunity,

3dofSep- - T'uE proteGor had occafion to obferve the prejudices

A new par- enterfained againft his government, by the difpofition of
e parliament, which he fummoned on the third of
September, that day of the year, on which he gained his
two great victories of Dunbar and Worcefter, and which
he always regarded as fortunate for him. - It muft be
confefled, that, if we are left to gather Cromwel’s inten~
tions. from his inftrument of government, it is fuch a
motley piece, that we cannot eafily conjeture, whether
he ferioufly meant to eftablifh a tyranny or a republic.
On one hand, a firft magiftrate, in {o extenfive a govern-
ment, feemed neceffary both for the dignity and tranqutl-
lity ‘of the ftate 5 and the autherity, which he affumed ag
protector, was, in fome refpels, inferior to the preroga-
tives, which the laws entrufted and fill entruft to the
king., On the other hand, the legiflative power, which
he referved to himfelf and council, together with fo great
ar army, independant of the parliament, were bad prog-
moftics of his intention to fubmit to a civil and legal con-
flitution.  But if this were not his intention, the method,
in which he diftributed and conducted the eleGions, being
fo favourable to liberty, form an inconfiftency which is
not eafily accounted for. He deprived of their right of
election all the fmall burroughs, places the moft expofed
to influence and corruption. Of 400 members, which
reprefented England, 270 were chofen by the counties.
"The reft werc cledied by London, and the more confider-
able
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able corporations. The lower populace too, fo eafilyC H A R
LXIL

guided or deceived, were excluded from the elections : (e

An eftate of 200 pounds value was neceffary to entitle any - 1054

one to a vote, The eleftions of this parliament were

condu&ed with perfe& freedom; and; excepting that

fuch of the royalifts as had borne arms againft the parlia-

ment and all their fons were excluded, a more fair repre-

fentation of the people could not be defired or expected.

Thirty members were returned from Scotland ; as many

from Ireland.

THE protetor feems to have been difappointed, when
he found, that all thefe precautions, which were pro-
bably nothing but covers to his ambition, had not pro-
¢ured him the confidence of the public. Though Crom-
wel’s adminiftration was lefs odious to every party than
that of any other party, yet was it entircly acceptable to
none.  The royalifts had been inftructed by the king to
remain quiet, and to cover themfelves under the appear~
ance of republicans ; and they found in this latter faction
fuch inveterate hatred againft the protettor, that they
could not wifh for more zealous adverfaries to his autho-
rity. It was maintained by them, that the pretence of
liberty and a popular eleftion was but a new artifice of this
great deceiver, in order to lay afleep the deluded nation,
and give himfelf leifure to rivet their chains more fecurely
upen them: That in the inftrument of government he
openly declared his intention of flill retaining the fame
mercenary army, by whofe aflitance he had fubdued the
ancient, eftablithed government, and who would with
lefs fcruple obey him, in overturning, whenever he fhould
pleafe to order them, that new fyftem, which he himfelf
had been pleafed to model: That being fenfible of the
danger and uncertainty of all military government, he
endeavoured to intermix fome appearance, and but an
appearance, of civil adminiftration, and ‘to balance th

army
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CHAP.army by a feeming confent of the people: That the
&~ abfurd trial, which he had made, of a parliament, ele@-

1654,

ed by himfelf, appointed perpetually to ele their fuccef=
fors, plainly proved, that he aimed at nothing but tem-
porary expedients, was totally averfe to a free republican
government, and poflefled not that mature and deliberate
refle¢tion, which could qualify him to aét the part of a
legiflator : That his imperious chara&er, which had be-
trayed itfelf in fo many incidents, could never ferioufly
fubmit to legal limitations ; nor would the very image of
popular government be longer upheld than while con-
formable to his arbitrary will and pleafure : “And that the
beft policy was to oblige him to take off the mafk at
once ; and either fubmitentirely to that parliament which
he had fummoned, or by totally rejecting its authority,
leave himfelf no refource but in his feditious and enthu-

fiaftic army.

In profecution of. thefe views, the parliament, having
heard the protetor’s fpeech, thre¢ hours long?, and
having chofen Lenthal for their fpeaker, immediately en-
tered into a difcuffion ‘of the pretended inftrument-of
government, and of that authority, which Cromwel,
by the title: of proteCtor, had aflumed over the nation.
The greateft liberty was ufed in arraigning this new dig~
nity ; "and even the perfonal chara&er and condu& of
Cromwel. efcaped not without cenfure. The utmoft,
that ‘could be obtained by the officers and by the court
party, for fo they were called, was to protra@ the de-
bate by arguments and long fpeeches, and prevent the
decifion of a queftion, which, they were fenfible, would
be carried againit them by a great majority. The pro-
tector, furprifed and enraged at this refrattory fpirit in
the parliament, which however he had fo much reafon to
expedt, fent for them to the painted chamber, and with

3 Thurloe, vol, iis p. 588,
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an air of great authority inveighed againft their condud. C H A P,
¢ ] LXI

He told them, that nothing could be inore abfurd than for i
them to difpute his title; fince the fame inftrument of 1654
government, which made them a parliament, had invefta
ed him ‘with the proteCtorfhip § that fome points in the
new conftitution were fuppofed to be fundamentals, and
were not, on any pretence, to be altered or difputed ; that
among thefe were the government of the nation by a fingle
perfon and a parliament, their joint authority over the
army and militia, the fucceflion of fiew parliaments, and
liberty of confcienice ; and that, with regard to thefe par-
ticulars, there was referved to him a negative voice, to
which, in the other circumftances of government, he
confeffed himfelf no wife intitled.

THE protector now found the neceflity of exaling a
fecurity, which, had he forefeen the fpirit of the houfe,
he would with better grace have required at their firft
meeting ®. He obliged the members to fign a recognition
of his authority, and an engagement not to propofe or
confent to any alteration in the government, as it was
fettled in a fingle perfon and a parliament ; and he placed
guards at the door of the houfe, who allowed none but
fubfcribers to enter. Moft of the members,, after fome
hefitation, {ubmitted to this cendition; but retained the
fame refraétory fpirit, which they had difcovered in their
firft debates. The inftrument of government was taken
in pieces, and examined, article by article, with the
moft fcrupulous accuracy: Very free topics were ad-
vanced with the general approbation of the houfe: And
during the whole courfe of their proceedings, they neither
fent up one bill to the prote&or, nor took any notice of
him. Being informed, that confpiracies were entered
into between the members and fome malcontents officers
he haftened to the diflolution of fo dangerous an aflembly.

b ‘Thurloe, vol. ii. p. 620,
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By the infirument of government, to which le had fworn,
liament could be diffolved, till it had fitten five
months ; but Cromwel pretended, that amath contain-
ed only twenty-eight days, according to tle method of
computation pradifed in paying the fleet andarmy, . The
full time, therefore, according to this recloning, being
elapfed ; the parliament was ordered to attnd the pro-
tector, who made them a tedious, confufel, angry ha-
rangue, and difmiffed them. Were we to julge of Crom:
wel’s capacity by this, and indeed by all his other com-
pofitions, we fhould be apt to entertain no very favour-
able idea of -it. But in the great variety of human ge-
niufes, there are fome, which, though they fee their ob-
jeét clearly and diftinétly in general; yef, when they
come to unfold its parts by difcourfe or writng, lofe that
luminous conception, which they had bebre attained.
All accounts agree in afcribing to Cromw:l a tirefome,
dark, unintelligible elocution, even when le had no in-
tention to difguife his meaning: Yet no nan’s actions
were ever, in fuch a variety of difficult inddents, more
decifive and judicious.

THE ele&ting of a difcantented parliam:nt is a proof
of a difcontented nation : The angry andabrupt diffo-
lution of that parliament is always fure to encreafe the
general difcontent.  The members of this affembly, re-
turning to their counties, propagated that {piiit of mutiny,
which they had exerted in the houfe. Sir Harry Vane
and the old republicans, who maintained the indiffoluble
authority of the long parliament, encouraged the murs~
murs againft the prefent ufurpation ; thoughthey aéted fo
cautioufly as to give the prote¢tor no handleagainft them.
‘Wildman and fome others of that party carrizd ftill farther
their confpiracies againft the protector’s autiority,  The
royalifts, obferving this general ill will towards the efta-
biihment, could no Jonger be retained ir fubjedtion;

© but
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but fancid, that every one, who was diffatisfied like C H ;\ P.
them, had alfo embraced the fame views and inclinations. \___\,__,
They did not confider, that the old parliamentary party, 1655
though mmy of them were difpleafed with Cromwel, who

had difpofeffed them of their power, were ftill more ap=-
prehenfiveof any fuccefs to the royal caufe ; whence, be=

fides a cerain profpect of the fame confequence, they had

{o much rafon to dread the fevereft vengeance for their

paft tranfgeflions,

I~ conert with the king a confpiracy was entered into Infurre@ion
of the royal-
1fts,

by the royilifts throughout England, and a day of geheral
rifing appinted. Information of this defign was con-
veyed to Cromwel. 'The protetor’s adminiftration was
extremely vigilant.  Thurloe, his fecretary, had fpies
every whee. Manning, who had accefs to the king’s
family, ket a regular correfpondence with him. And it
was not dificult to obtain intelligence of a confederacy,
fo generaly diffufed among a party, who valued them=
felves more on Zeal and courage, than on fecrecy and fo-
briety. Nany of the royalifts were thrown into prifon,
Others, or the approach of the day, were terrified with
the dangerof the undertaking, and remained at home.
In one plce alone the confpitacy broke into a&ion.
Penruddoc Groves, Jones, and other gentlemen of the r1th of
weft, enteed Salifbury with about 200 horfe; at the ~ e
very time vhen the fheriff and judges were holding the
affizes. Thefe they made prifoners ; and they proclaimed

the king. Contrary to their expectations, they received

no acceflior of force ; fo prevalent was the terror of the
eftablifhed yovernment. Having in vain wandered about

for fome tine, they were totally difcouraged ; and one
troop of horfe was able at laft to fupprefs them, The
leaders of the confpiracy, being taken prifoners, were
capitally pinithed. The reft were fold for flayes, and
tranfportedto Barbadoes,

R 2 Tus
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€C HAP. Tug ealy fubduing of this infurrection, which, by
LXI. : A

e the boldnefs of the undertaking, ftruck at firft a great
1655.  terror into the nation, was a fingular felicity to the pro-
teGor; who could not, without danger, have brought
together any confiderable body of his mutinous army, in
order to fupprefs it. T'he very infurre&ion itfelf he re-
garded as a fortunate event ; fince it proved the reality of
thofe confpiracies, which his enemies, on every occafion,
reprefented as mere fictions, invented to colour his tyran-
nical feverities, He refolved to keep no longer any terms
with the royalifts, who, though they were not perhaps
the moft implacable of his encmies, were thofe whom he
could opprefs under the moft plaufible pretences, and
who met with leaft countenance and protection from his
adherents. He iffued an edi& with the confent of his
council, for exacting the tenth penny from that whole
party ; in order, as he pretended, to make them pay the
expences, to which their mutinous difpofition continually
expofed the public. Without regard to compofitions,
articles .of capitulation, or alts of indemnity, all the
voyalifts, however harafled with former oppreilions, were
obliged anew to redeem themfclves by great fums of
money ; aind many of them were reduced by thefe multi=
plied difafters to extreme poverty, 'Whoever was knowir
to be difaffeéted, or even lay under any fufpicion, though:
no guilt could be proved againft him, was expofed to the

new exaction.

In order to raife this impofition, which commonly
pafled by the name of decimation, the protecor in-
ftituted twelve major-generals; and divided the whole
kingdom of England into fo many military jurifdictions <.
Thefe men, afifted by commiflioners, had power to fub-
ject. whom they pleafed to decimation, to levy all the
taxes impofed by the protetor and his council, and-to

¢ Parl, Hift, vol. xx. p, 433.
imprifon
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imprifon any perfon who fhould be expofed to their jea-
loufy or fufpicion ; nor was there any appeal from them
but to the proteétor himfelf and his council.  Under
colour of thefe powers, which were fufficiently exor-
bitant, the major-generals exercifed an authority fhill
more arbitrary, and aéted as if abfolute mafters of the
property and perfon of every fubje€t. ~All reafonable
men now concluded, that the very mafque of liberty was
thrown afide, and that the nation was for ever fubjected
to military and defpotic government, exercifed not in the
legal manner of European nations, but according to the
maxims of eaftern tyranny. Not only the fupreme magif-
trate owed his authority to illegal force and ufurpation::
He had parcelled out the people into fo many fubdivifions
of flavery, and had delegated to his inferior minifters the
fame unlimited authority, which he himfelf bad fo vio=-
lently aflumed.

A GOVERNMENT, totally military and defpotic, is al-
moft fure, after fome time, to fall into impotence and
languor : But when it immediately fucceeds a legal con-
ftitution, it may, at firft, to foreign nations appear very
vigorous and adltive, and may exert with more unanimity
that power, {pirit, and riches, which had been acquired
under a better form. It feems now proper, after fo long
an interval, to look abroad to the general ftate of Europe,
and to confider the meafures, which England, at this
time, ‘embraced in its negotiations with the neighbour-
ing princes. The moderate temper and unwarlike genius
of the two laft princes, the extreme difficulties” under
which they laboured at home, and the great fecurity
which they cnjoyed from foreign enemies, had rendered
them negligent of the tranfaCtions on the continent ; and
England, during their reigns, had been, in a manner,
averlooked in the general fyftem of Europe. The bold
and reftlefs genius of the protector led him to extend his
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+ alliances and ‘enterprizes to every part of Chriftendom ;

‘o and partly from the afcendant of his magnanimous fpirit,

16554

partly from the ficuation of foreign kingdoms, the weight
of England, even under its moft legal and braveft princes,
was never more fenfibly felt than during this unjuft and
violent ufurpation, :

A war of thirty years, the moft fignal and moft de-
ftructive that had appeared in modern annals, was at laft
finithed in Germany ¢ ; and by the treaty of Weftphalia,
were compofed thofe fatal quarrels, which had been ex-
cited by the palatine’s precipitate acceptance of the crown
of Bohemia. The young palatine was reftored to part of
his dignities and of his dominionse. The rights, pri-
vileges, and authority of the feveral members of the Ger=
manic body were fixed and afcertained : Sovereign princes
and free ftates were in fome ‘degree reduced to obedience
under laws: And by the valour of the heroic Guftavus,
the enterprizes of the active Richelieu, the intrigues of
the artful Mazarine, was in part effe€ted, after an infinite
expence of blood and treafure, what had been fondly ex-
pected and loudly demanded from the feeble efforts of the
pacific James, feconded by the fcanty fupplies of his jea~
lous parliaments.

SWEDEN, which had aequired by conqueft large do-
minions in the north of Germany, was engaged in enter-
prizes, which promifed her, from her fuccefs and valour,
ftill more extenfive acquifitions on the fide both of Po-
land-and of Denmark. Charles X. who had mounted the
throne of that kingdom after the voluntary refignation of
Chriftina, being flimulated by the fame of Guftavus as
well as by his own martial difpofition, carried his cons

4 In 1648.

¢ This prince, during the civil wars, had much neglefted his uncle and
payed court to the parliament : He accepted of a penfion of 8cool. a year
fromt hem, and teok a place in theix aflembly of divines,

quering
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quering arms to the fouth of the Baltic, and gained the C f; Ay
célebrated battle of Warfaw, ‘which had been' obftinately . m —d
difputed during the fpace of three days. The prote&tor, 1655
at the time his alliance was courted by every power in

Europe, anxioufly courted the alliance of Sweden ; and

he was fond of forming a confederacy with a proteftant

power of fuch renown, even though it threatened the

whole north with conqueft and fubjection.

THE tranfactions of the parliament and proteétor with
France had been various and complicated. The emiffa-
ries of Richelieu had furnifhed fuel to the flame of rebel-
lion, when it firft broke eut in Scotland ; but after the
conflagration had diffufed itfelf, the French court, obferv-
ing the materials to be of themfelves f{ufficiently com-
buftible, found it unneceflary any longer to animate the
Britifh malcontents to an oppofition of their fovereign.
On the contrary, they offered their mediation for com-
pofing thefe-inteftine diforders ; and  their ambafladors,
from decency, pretended to actin concert with the court
of England, and to receive direétions from a prince, with
whom their mafter was conne&ted with fo near an affinity.
Meanwhile, Richelieu died, and foon after hiny, the
French king, Louis XIIL, leaving his fon an infant four
years old, and his widow, Anne of Auftria, regent of the
kingdom. Cardinal Mazarine fucceeded Richelieu in the
miniftry ; and the fame general plan of policy, though
by men of fuch oppofite charaélers, was ftill continued
in the French counfels. The eftablifhment of royal au-
thority, the reduéion of the Auftrian family, were pur-
fued with ardor and fuccefs; and every year brought an
acceflion of force and grandeur to the French monarchy.
Not only battles were won, towns and fortrefles taken ;
the genius too of the nation feemed gradually toimprove,
and to compofe itfelf to the fpirit of dutiful obedience and
of fteddy enterprize. A Condé, a Turenne were formed ;

R 4 and
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¢ H.A P and the troops, animated by their valour, and. guided by
e their difcipline, acquired every day a greater afcendant

1655,

over the Spaniards. All of a'fudden, from fome intrigues
of the court, and fome difcontents in the courts of judi-
cature, inteftine commations were  excited, and every
thing relapfed into confufion. = But thefe rebellions of the
French, neither ennobled by the fpirit of liberty, - nor
difgraced by the fanatical extravagances, which diftin-
guithed the Britifh civil. wars, were conduéted with little
bloodthed, and made but a fmall impreflion on the minds
of the people. Though feconded by the force of Spain,
and conducted by the prince of Condé, the malcontents,
in a little time, were either expelled or fubdued ;5 and the
French monarchy, having loft a few of its conquefts,
returned, with frefh vigour, to the acquifition of new do=
minion,

THE queen of England and her fon, Charles, during
thefe commotions, pafled moft of their time at Paris ;
and notwithftanding their near connexion of blood, re-
ceived but few civilities, and ftill lefs fupport, from the
Frenchcourt. Had the queen regent been' ever fo much
inclined to affift the Englifh prince, the diforders of her
own affairs, would, for a long time, have rendered fuch
intentions impra&icable.  The banifhed queen had a
moderate penfion affigned her; but it was fo ill payed,
and her credit ran fo low, that, one morning, when
the cardinal de Retz waited on her, the informed him,
that her daughter, the princefs Henrietta, was obliged

to lie abed, for want of a fire to warm her. To fucha

condition was reduced, in the:midft of Paris; a queen of
England, and daughter of Henry 1V. of France!

Tue Englith parliament, however, having affumed
the fovereignty of the flate, refented the countenance,
cold as it was, which the French court gave to the unfor=
tunate monarch,  On pretence of injuries, of which the

: Englith

g
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Englifh merchants complained, they ifflued letters of re-C ’1;1.1’-
prifal upon the French; and Blake went fo far as to— —
attack and feize a whole fquadron of fhips, which were ¥635
carrying {upplies to Dunkirk; then clofely befieged by the
Spaniards. That town, difappointed of thefe fupplies,
fell into the hands of the enemy. The French minifters
foon found it neceffary to change their meafures, - They
treated Charles with fuch affeCted indifference, that he
thought it more decent to withdraw, and prevent the indig-
nity of being defired to leave the kingdom. He went firft
to Spaw, thence he retired to Cologne ; where helived two
years, on a fmall penfion, about 6000 pounds a year,
payed him by the court of France, and on fome contribu-
tions fent him by his friends in England. In the ma-
nagement of his family, he difcovered a difpofition to
order and ceconomy; and his temper, cheerful, care-
lefs, and fociable, was more than a fufficient compenfa-
tion for that empire, of which his enemies had bereayed
him. Sir. Edward Hyde, created lord-chancellor, and
the marquefs of Ormond, were his chief friends and con=
fidents. :
Ir the French miniftry had thought it prudent to bend
under the Englifh parliament, they deemed it ftill more
neceflary to pay deference to the protector, when he af-
fumed the reins of government, Cardinal Mazarine, by
whom all the councils of France were dire&ed, was artful
and vigilant, fupple and patient, falfe and intriguing;
defirous rather to prevail by dexterity than violence, and
placing his honour more in the final fuccefs of his mea-
fures than in the {plendor and magnanimity of the means,
which he employed.  Cromwel, by his imperious cha«
ralter, rather than by the advantage of his fituation, ac-
quired an afcendant over: this man; and every. propofal
made by the proteétor, however unreafonable in itfelf and
wrged with whatever infolence, met with a ready come
pliance

7~
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C H A P.pliance from the politic and timid cardinal.  Bourdeaux
. MXT  was fent over to England as minifter; and all circum-
3655.  ftances of refpect were payed to the daring ufurper, who
had imbrued his hands in the blood of his fovereign, a
prince fo nearly related to the royal family of France,
With indefatigable patience did Bourdeaux condué this
negotiation, which Cromwel feemed entirely to negleét;
and though privateers with Englith commiffions com-
mitted daily depredations on the French commerce, Maza-
rine was content, in hopes of a fortunate iffue, fill to

fubmit to thefe indignities f.

TBE court of Spain, lefs conneQed with the unfortu-
nate royal family, and reduced to greater diftrefs than the
French monarchy, had been ftill more forward in her
advances to the profperous parliament and prote&or.
Don Alonzo de Cardenas, the Spanifth envoy, was the
firft public minifter, who recognized the authority of the
new republic; and in return for this civility, Afcham
was fent envoy into Spain by the parliament. No fooner
had this minifter arrived in Madrid, than fome of the
banifhed royalifts, inflamed by that inveterate hatred,
which animated the Englith factions, broke into his
chamber, and murdered him together with his fecremry.
Immediately, they took fanctuary in the churches; and,
aflifted by the general favour, which every where attended
the royal caufe, were enabled, moft of them, to make
their efcape. Only one of the criminals fuffered death ;
and the parliament feemed to reft fatisfied with this

atonement.
Spa1n, at this time, affailed every where by vigorous
enemies from without, and labouring under many internal

f Thurloe, vol. iii, p. 103. 619. 653. 1In the treaty, which was figne
after long negociation, the proteflor’s name was inferted before the French
king’s in that copy which remained in England, Thurloe, vol, vi. p. 116°
See farther, vol, vii. p, 378,

4 diforders,
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diforders, retained nothing of her former grandeur, except
the haughty pride of her counfels, and the hatred and
jealoufy of her neighbours. Portugal had rebelled, and
eftablifhed her monarchy in the houfe of Braganza: Ca-
talonia, complaining of violated privilcgés, had revolted
to France: Naples was fhaken with popular convulfions:
The Low Countries were invaded with fuperior forces,
and feemed ready to change their mafter: The Spanifh
infantry, anciently fo formidable, had been annihilated
by Condé in the ficlds of Rocroy: And though the fame
prince, banithed France, fuftained by his allivity and
valour, the falling fortunes of Spain, he could only hope
to protract, not prevent, the ruin, with which that mo-
narchy was vifibly threatened,

Habp Cromwel underftood and regarded the interefts of
bis country, he would have fupported the declining con~
dition of Spain againft the dangerous ambition of France,
and preferved that balance of power, on which the great-
nefs and fecurity of England fo much depend. Had he
ftudied only his own interefts, he would have maintained
an exad neutrality between thofe great monarchies;
nor would he have hazarded his ill-acquired and unfettled
power, by provoking foreign enemies, who might lend
affiftance to domeftic faction, and overturn his tottering
throne. But his magnanimity undervalued danger: His
a&tive difpofition and avidity of extenfive glory, made
him incapable of repofe: And as the policy of men is
continually warped by their temper, no, fooner was peace
made with Holland, than he began to' deliberate what
new enemy he fhould invade with his viQorious arms.

THE extenfive empire and yet extreme weaknefs of
Spain in the Weft Indies; the vigorous courage and
great naval power of England; were circumftances,
which, when compared, excited the ambition of the
enterprizing protector, and made him hope, that he

might

o
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C H A P. might, by fome gainful coxqueﬁ render for ever illufe
;_..v.._;tnous that dominion, which he had aflumed over his

1655,

country. Should he fail «f thefe durable acquifitions,
the Indian trdsfures, whicy muft every year crofs the
ocean to reach Spain, wer, he thought, a fure prey to
the Englith navy, and woud fu'pport his military force,
without his laying new burthens on the: difcontented
people.  From' France a vgorous refiftance: muft be ex-
pected : No plunder, no coaquefts could be hoped for:
"The progrefs of his arms, tven if attended with fuccefs,
muft there be flow and gracual: And the advantages ac-
quired, “however real, weuld be lefs ftriking to-the
multitude, ‘whom it was”1is! intereft to-allure. - The
royal family, fo clofely come&ed with the French mo-
narch, might receive great dliftance from that neighbour-
ingkingdom ; and an army>f French proteftants, landed
in England, would be abk, he dreaded, to 'unite- the
moft oppofite factions againt the prefent ufurpation &,
THEsE motives' of policy were probably feconded by
his bigotted prejudices ; as 10 human mind ever contain-
ed fo ftrange a mixture of agacity and abfurdity as that
of this extraordinary perfoiage. T'he Swedifh alliance,
though much contrary to the interefts of England, he
had contracted, merely fron his zeal for proteftantifm®;
and Sweden being clofely conneéted with France, he
could not hope to maintair that confederacy, in which
he fo much prided himfelf; fhould a rupture enfue be-
tween England and this later kingdomi. The Hugo-
nots, he expefted, would meet with better treatment,

& See the account of the negociatons with France and Spain by Thurloe,
vol. 1. ps759:

h-He propofed to Sweden a generd Jeague and confederacy of iall the pro-
teftants. - Whitlocke, p. 620. Thuloe, vol, vii. p. 1. - In order to judge
of the maxims, by which he condu€ed his foreign politics, fee farther Thus-
loe, vol.iv. p. 295. 343. 443. vol. vi. p. 1744

i Thurlee; vol, 1. p. 753.
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while he engaged in a clofe wion with their fovereign . C H A P,
’ N LXi.

And as the Spaniards were nuch more papifts than the
French, were much more exjofed to the old puritanical 1655
hatred!, and had even ere&d the bloody tribunal of the
inquifition, whofe rigours they had refufed to mitigate on
Cromwel’s folicitation ™ ; hehoped that a holy and meri-
torious war with fuch idolatrs could not fail of protec-
tion from heaven® A preicher likewife, infpired, as
was fuppofed, by a propheic fpirit, bid him go and
profper ; calling him a flone cit out of the mountains without
hands, that would break the prde of the Spaniard, erufb An-
tichrift, and make way for the purity of the Gofpel over the
awhole world °.

AcTUATED equally by thefe bigotted, thefe ambi-
tious, and thefe interefted moives, the protector equipped
two confiderable fquadrons ; and while he was making
thofe preparations, the neighbouring ftates, ignorant of
his intentions, remained in fufpence, and looked with
anxious expeQation on what fide the ftorm fhould dif-
chargeitfelf. One of thefe {quadrons, confifting of thirty
capital fhips, was fent inb the Mediterranean under
Blake, whofe fame was nov {pread over Europe. No
Englith fleet, except during the Crufades, had ever be-
fore failed in thofe feas; ané from one extremity to the
other, there was no naval face, Chriftian or Mahome-
tan, able to refift them. The Roman pontiff, whofe
weaknefs and whofe pride equally provoke attacks, dread-
ed invafion from a power, wiich profefled the moft inve-
terate enmity againft him, :d which fo little regulated
its movements by the ufual notives of intereft and pru-
dence. Blake, cafting anchor before Leghorn, demanded

k- Thurloe, vol. i, p. 759. 1 1d, ibid.

m 1d. ibid, Don Alonzo faid, tht the Indian trade and the inquifitign
were his mafter’s two eyes, and the protector infifted upon the putting out
koth of them at onces n Carington, ps IgT. @ Bates.

and
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C H A P. and obtained from the duke of Tufcany reparation for
‘et fome lofles, which the Englith commerce had formerly

16535,

Jamaica
eonguered,

fuftained from him. He next failed to Algiers, and
compelled the dey to make peace, and to reftrain his py- |
ratical {ubjelts from farther violences on the Englifh.
He prefented himfelf before Tunis; and having there
made the fame demands, the dey of that republic bade
him look to the caftles of Porto-Farino and Goletta, and
do his utmoft. = Blake needed not to be rouzed by fuch a
bravado : He drew his fhips clofe up to the caftles, and
tore them in pieces with hisartillery. He fent a numer-
ous detachment of failors in their long boats into the
harbour, and burned every thip which -Jay there. This
bold adtion, which its very temerity, perhaps, rendered
fafe, was executed with little lofs, and filled all that part
of the world with the renown of Englith valour,

THE other fquadron was not equally fuccefsful. Tt
was commanded by Pen, and carried on board 4000
men, under the command of Venables, About 5000
more joined them from Barbadoes and St. Chriftopher’s.
Both thefe officers were inclined to the king’s fervice r ;
and it is pretended, that Cromwel was obliged to hurry
the foldiers on board, in order to prevent the execution
of a confpiracy which had been formed among them, in
favour of the exiled familys. The ill fuccefs of this
enterprize may juftly be aferibed, as much to the injue
dicious {chemes of the protector, who planned it, as to
the bad execution of the officers, by whom it was con-
ducted. The foldiers were the refufe of the whole army :
The forces, inlifted in the Weft Indies, were the moft
profligate of mankind : Pen and Venables were of incom-
patible tempers: The troops were not furnifthed with
arms fit for fuch an expedition : Their provifions were
defeétive both in quantity and quality : All hopes of pil«

P Clarendon, 4 Vita D, Berwici, p. 124,

lage,
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lage, the beftincentive to valour among fuch men, were C H A P,

refufed the foldiers and feamen : No diretions or intelli-
gence were given to conduct the officers in their enter-
prize: And at the fame time, they were tied down  to
follow the advice of commiflioners, who difconcerted
them in all their projeéts .

It was agreed by the admiral and general to attempt
St. Domingo, the only place of ftrength in the ifland of
Hifpaniola. On the approach of the Englifh the Spa-
niards in a fright deferted their houfes, and fled into the
woods. Contrary to the opinion of Venables, the fol-
diers were difembarked without guides ten leagues diftant
from the town. They wandered four days through the
woods without provifions, and what was ftill more into-
lerable in that fultry climate, without water, The Spa-
niards recovered fpirit, and attacked them. The Englith,
difcouraged with the bad conduct of their officers, and
fcarcely alive from hunger, thirft, and fatigue, were un-
able to refit. An inconfiderable number of the enemy
put the whole army to rout, killed 600 of them, and
chafed the reft on board their veflels.

Tue Englifh commanders, in order to atone, as much
as poffible, for this unprofperous attempt, bent their
courfe to Jamaica, which was furrendered to them with-
out a blow. Pen and Venables returned to England,
and were both of them fent to the Tower by the protec-
tor, who, though commonly mafter of his fiery temper,
was thrown into a violent paffion at this difappointment.
He hid made a conqueft of greater importance, than he
was himfelf at that time aware of ; yet was it much infe-
rior to the vaft projets, which he had formed. He gave
orders, however, to fupport it by men and money ; and
that ifland has ever fince remained in the hands of the

r Burchet’s Naval Hiftory, See alfo Carte’s €clledtion, vol. i, Py 46, 47+
Thurlee, vol. iiis p. 505+ ;
Englifh 3

=
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c ':‘XA P.Englith; the chief acquifition which they owe to the
‘—-vi.—’ enterprizing fpirit of Cromwel.

1655,
1656,

Succefs,

As foon as the news of this expedition, which was an
unwarrantable violation of treaty, arrived in Europe,
the Spaniards declared war againft England, and feized all
the thips and goods of Englifli merchants, of which they
could make themfelves mafters. The commerce with
Spain, fo profitable to the Englith; was cut off ; and near
1500 veflels, it is computed *, fell in a few years into the
hands of the enemy. Blake, to whom Montague was

_now joined in command, after receiving new orders,

prepared himfelf for hoftilities againft the Spaniards.

SeveErAL fea officefs, having entertained fcruples of
confcience with regard to the juftice of the Spanifh war;
threw up their commiffions, and retired &, No commands,
they thought, of their fuperiors could juftify a wary
which was contrary to the principles of natural equity,
and which the civil magiftrate had no right fo order.
Individuals, they maintained, in refigning to the public
their natural liberty, could beftow on it only what they
themfelves were poflefied of, a right of performing lawfut
altions, and could inveft it with no authority of coms
manding what is contrary to the decrees of heaven. Such
maxims, though they feem reafonable, are perhaps too
perfe&t for human nature; and muft be regarded as one
effe&, though of the moft innocent and even honocurable
kind, of that fpirit, partly fanatical, partly republican,
which predominated in England.

Brake lay fome time off Cadiz, in expeétation of in-
tercepting the plate fleet, but was at laft obliged, for
want of water, to make fail towards Portugal. Captain
Stayner, whom he had left on the coaft with a fquadror

s Thorloe, vol. dv. p. 135,  World’s Miffake in Qliver Cromwel; in the
Hasl. Mifegl, vol, i. t Thurloe, vol: iv. p, 579, 82¢.

of
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of feven veflels, came in fight of the galleons, and im-C H A P,
mediately fet fail to purfiie them. The Spanith admiral L__]_‘Yj___,
ran his fhip athore : Two others followed his example: 16s6.
The Englifh took two thips valued at near two millions i, o
of pieces of eight, Two galleons were fet on fire ; and

the marquefs of Badajox, viceroy of Peru, with his wife

and his daughter, betrothed to the young duke of Me-

dina Celi, were deftroyed in them. The marquefs him-

felf might have efcaped ; but feeing thefe unfortunate

women, aftonithed with the danger, fall in a fwoon, and

perith in the flames, he rather chofe to die with .them

than drag out a life, embittered with the remembrance of

fuch difmal fcenes®, When the treafures, gained by this
enterprize, arrived at Portfmouth, the protetor, from a

fpirit of oftentation, ordered them to be tranfported by

land to London,

THE next altion againft the Spaniards was niore ho-
nourable, though lefs profitable, to the nation. Blake,
having heard that a Spanifh fleet of fixteen fhips, much
richer than the former, had taken fhelter in the Canaries,
immediately made fail towards them. HMe found them in
the bay of Santa Cruz, difpofed in a formidable pofture.
The bay was fecured with a ftrong caftle; well provided
with cannon, befides feven forts in feveral parts of it, all
united by a line of communication, manned with muf-
quetcers, Don Diego Diagues, the Spanifi admiral,
ordered all his finaller veflels to moor clofe to the thore,
and pofted the larger galleons farther off, at anchor,
with their broadfides to the fea.

BLAXE was rather animated than daunted with this
appearance. The wind feconded his courage, and blow-
ing full into the bay, in a moment brought him among
the thickeft of his enemies. After a refiltance of four

bours, the Spaniards yielded to Englith valour, and

8 Thurloe, vol. v. p, 433
Vor. VII. S abandoned
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umed with all their treafure. - The ‘greateft danger fill

emained to the Englith. They lay under the fire of the
caftles and all the forts, which muft, in a little time,
have torn them in pieces. But the wind, fuddenly fhift-
ing, carried them out of the bay; where they left the
Spaniards in aftonifbment at the happy ‘temerity of  their
audacious victors.

TH1s was the laft and greateft adtion of the gallant
Blake. He was confumed with a dropfy and fcurvy,
and haftened home, that he might yield up his breath
in his native country, which he had fo much adorned by
his valour. As he came within fight of land, he ex-
pired ¥. © Never man, fo zealous for a faltion, was fo
much refpeéted and efteemed even by the oppofite fac-
tions. He was by principle an inflexible republican;
and the late ufurpations, amidft all the truft and careffes,
which he received from the ruling powers, were thought
to be very little grateful to him. It is flill our duty, he
faid to the feamen, zo fight for our country, into what-hands
fo cver the government may fall. Difinterefted, generous,
liberal; ambitious only of true glory, dreadful only to
his avowed enemies ; he forms one of the moft perfect
chara&ers of the age, and the leaft ftained with thofe
errors and violences, which were then {o predominant,
T'he proteétor ordered him a pompous funeral at the pub-
lic charge: But the tears of his countrymen were the
moft honourable panegyric on his memory.

THE conduét of the protetor in foreign affairs, though
imprudent and impolitic, was full of vigour and enterprize,
and drew a confideration to his country, which, fince the
reign of Elizabeth, it feemed to have totally loft. The
great mind of this fuccefsful ufurper was intent on {pread~
12 the' renown of the Englith nation; and while he

¥ 20th of April, 1657,
firuck
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#fruck mankind with aftonifhment at his extraord inary C AR,
fortune, he feemed to Cm'ohl" m”»‘*' d of deb:

people, whom he had reduced to fubje&tion.

“boaft, that he would render the name of an Eng

as much feared and revered as ever was that of a Romr.r;;
and as his countrymen found fome reality ix
tenfions, their national vanity, being gra

>
bear with more patience all the indignities and ca
under which they Jaboured. @

It muft alfo be acknowledged, that the proteétar, in pomenie

¢ 20mMinlitlde

his civil and domeftic adminiftration, dif]
d : tion of

t
Fra s SN FY ~
U :l,)ul autno~ Cromwel,

regard both to juftice and clemency, as

rity, derived from no law, and founded r;{ly on the
fword, could poffibly permit. All the chief office

s in the
courts of judicature were filled with men of integrity:
Amidift the virulence of fattion, the decrees of t’w: i
were upright and impartial : And to every n
felf, and to himfelf, except where nece

him-

contrary, the law was the great rule of cond
haviour.  Vane "and Lllburn, whofe credit with the
republicans and levellers he dreaded, were indeed for
fome time confined to prifon : Cony, who refufed to pay
illegal taxes, was obliged by menaces to depart from his-
obftinacy : High courts of juftice were ereted to try r
thofe who had engaged in confpiracies and infurretions ‘ |
againft the protector’s authority, and whom he could not i ‘

fafely commit to the verdi€t of juries. But thefe irregu-

larities were deemed inevitable confequences of hisillegal

authority. And though often urged by his officers, as
is pretended *, to attempt a general maffacre of the roy-
alifts, he always with horror rejeéted fuch fanguinary
counfels.

In the army was laid the fole bafisiof the protector’s
power ; and in managing it confifted the chief art and

x Clarendon, Life of Dr. Berwick, &c.
2 delicacy

/'\
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C H A P. delicacy of his government. The foldiers. were held in

LXI A A : . :
s €xact difcipline 5 2 policy, which both accuftomed them
1656. to obedience, and made them lefs hateful and burthen-
fome to the people. FHe augmented their pay ; though

red him to run in

the public neceflities fome times obl
arrears to them. ‘Their interefts, they were fenfible,
were clofely conne&ted with thofe of their general and
prote&or. And he entirely commanded their affetionate
regard, by his abilities and fuccefs in almoft every enter-
prize, which he had hitherto undertaken. But all mili-
tary government is precarious ; much more where it ftands
in oppofition to civil eftablithments; and {till more,
where it encounters religious prejudices. By the wild
fanaticifm, which he had nourifhed in the foldiers, he
had feduced them into meafures, for which, if openly
propofed to them, they would have entertained the utmoft
averfion. But this fame fpirit rendered them more diffi-
cult to be governed, and made their caprices terrible even
to that hand, which direGted their movements. So often
taught, that the office of king was an ufurpation upon
Chrift, they were apt to fufpect a protector not to be
altogether compatible with that divine authority. Har-
rifon, though raifed to the higheft dignity, and poflefled
of Cromwel’s confidence, became his moft inveterate
enemy as foon as the authority of a fingle perfon was
eftablithed, againft which that ufurper had always made
fuch violent proteftations. Overton, Rich, Okey, offi-
cers of rank in the army, were aétuated with like prin-
ciples, and Cromwel was obliged to deprive them of their
commiffions. Their influence, which was before thought
unbounded among the troops, fecemed from that moment
to be totally annihilated.

TaEe more effeGually to curb the enthufiaftic and fe-
ditious fpirit of the troops, Cromwel eftablifhed a kind
of militia in the feveral counties. Companies of infantry

and
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and cavalty were enlifted under proper officers, regularC H A P,

¥ LXI,
p2 iributed among them, and a refource by that means—
pre d both againft the infurreions of the royalifts, 3656
an iny of the army.

never be deemed a point of {mall con-

fequ in civil government: But during this period,
it may be regarded as the great fpring of men’s actions
and determi ] Though tranfported, himfelf, with
the m c whimfies, Cromwel had adopted a {cheme
for ting s principle in others, which was fagaci-
ous and political.  Being refolved to maintain a national
churcl determined neither to admit epifcopacy
nor prefbytery, he ¢ftablifhed 2 number of commiffioners,
under the name of #ryers, partly laymen, partly ecclefi-
aflics, fome prefbyterians, fome independents. Thefe
prefented to all livings, which were formerly in the gift
of the crown; they examined and admitted fuch perfons

as received holy orders; and they infpe&ted the lives,
do&rine, and bebaviour of the clergy. Inftead of fup-
porting that union between learning and theology, which
has fo long been attempted in Europe, thefe tryers em-
braced the latter principle in its full purity, and made it
the fole obje& of their examination. The candidates
were no more perplexed with queftions concerning their
progrefs in Greek and Roman erudition; concerning
their talent for profane arts and fciences: The chief object
of fcrutiny regarded their advances in grace, and fixing
the critical moment of their converfion.

WiTH the pretended faints of all denominations Crom-
wel was familiar and eafy, Laying afide the ftate of pro-
teGtor, which, on other occafions, he well knew how to
maintain, he infinuated to them, that nothing but necei-
fity could ever oblige him to inveft himfelf with it, He
talked fpiritually to them; he fighed, he weeped, he
canted, he prayed, He even entered with them into an

N2 emulation

/\
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and, thefe men, inftead of

out déne in their own way, were proud,

by his princely exam ‘.L, had dignified
3 y
in which they themfelves were d..x‘) GC=

Lt be faid to adhere to any particular
they were the independents who could
favour ; and it may be affirmed, that

were not paffionately addicted

¢ty, were all of them devoted to him. The
alfo, faved from the ravages of the

}‘L .)»;'.lhl Ci¢

anabaptifts and millenarians, and enjoying their efta-

blithments and tythes, were not averfe to his government 3
thouwh he ftill entertained a great jcmou{y of that ambi-
tious and reftefs fpirit, by which they were a&t ated. He
granted an unbounded liberty of confcience, to all but

1

catholics and prelatifts ; and by that means, he both
attached the wild fe&aries to his perfon, and employed
them in curbing the domineerin g {pirit of the prefby-
terians. ¢ I am the only man,” he was often heard

144

to fay, * who has known how to fubdue that infolent

9 Ly ~ b
- fe&k, which can fuffer none but itfelf.’
:

45, ftant zeal, which pofiefled the prefbyterians

FuE protefl: I
and independents, was hi gh y gratified by the haughty
manner, in which the prote&or fo fuccefsfully fupported

the perfecuted proteftants t“xourrhout all Lur(\; e. Even

the duke of Savoy

y, fo remote a power, and fo little ex~

¥ Cromwel followed, tho but in part, the advice which he received

fiom general Harrifon, at time when the intimacy and endearment

moft firongly. fubfifted betwixt them, ¢¢ Let the waiting upon Jehovah,’®

faid that m
€

greateft and moft confiderable bufinefs you

have every day : Reckon it fo, more than to eat, fleep, and council toge-
¢ ther, Run afide fomsetimes from your company, and get a word with the
¢ Lord. . Why fhould not you have three or four precious fouls always ftand=
¢ jing at your elbow, with whom you might now and then turn into a cor=
ner 5 I have found refrefh: nent and mercy in fuch a way.”’

Milton’s ftate papers, p. 1%

pofed
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pofed to the naval force of England, was obliged, by th

authority of France, to comply with his mediation, and
to tolerate the proteftants of the vallies

againft whom

that prince had commenced a furious perfecution. France
- itfelf was conftrained to bear, notonly with the religion,
but even, in fome inftances, with the feditious infolence
of the Hugonots; and when the French court applied for
a reciprocal toleration of the catholic religion in England,
the protector, who arrogated in every thing the fuperi-
ority, would hearken to no fuch propofal. He had en-
tertained a projet of inftituting a college in imitation of
that at Rome, for the propagation of the faith; and his
apoftles, in zeal, though not in unanimity, had cer-
tainly been a full match for the catholics.

CromwEL retained the church of England in con-
ftraint ; though he permitted its clergy a little. more
liberty than the republican parliament had formerly al-
lowed. He was pleafed, that the fuperior lenity of his
adminiftration fhould in every hing be remarked. He
bridled the royalifts, both by the army which he retained,
and by thofe fecret fpies, which he found means to inter-
mix in all their counfels. Manning being detecled and
punifhed with death, he corrupted Sir Richard Willis,

pLe

who was much trufted by chaneellor Hyde and all the

defign and confpiracy of the party. He could dif;

any project, by confining the perfons who were to be the
aors in it ; and as he reftored them afterwards ta liberty,

his feverity pafled only for the refult of general jealoufy
and fufpicion. The fecret fource of his intelligence re-
mained {till unknown and unfufpeéted.

ConspirAcIES for an affaffination he was chiefly afraid
of; thefe being defigns, which no prudence or vigilance
could evade. Colonel Titus, under the name of Allen,
had written a fpirited difcourfe, exhorting every one to

S 4 embrace

()
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C iz ,} P. embrace this method of vengeance ; and Cromwel knew,

ey
1656.

that the inflamed minds of the royal party were fuffici-
ently difpofed to put the dot &rine in pratice againft him.
He openly told them, that {flaflinations were bafe and

dious, and he never would commence hoftilities by fo
thameful an expedient; but if the firft attempt or pro-
vocation came from them, he would retaliate to the ut-
termoft.  He had inftruments, he faid, whom he could
employ ; and he never would defift, till he had totally
extcrminated the royal family. This menace, more than
all his guards, contributcd to the fecurity of his perfon 2,

THERE was no point about which the prote¢tor was
more {olicitous than to procure intelligence. This arti-
cle alone, it is faid, coft him fixty thoufand pounds 3
year. Poftmafters, both at home and abroad, were
in' his pay: Carriers were fearched or bribed : Secre-
tarics and clerks were corrupted: The greateft zea-
Jots in all parties were often thofe who conveyed pri-
vate information to him: And nothing could efcape
his vigilant enquiry. Such at leaft is the reprefent-
ation made by hiftorians of Cromwel’s adminiftration
But it muft be confefled, that, if we may judge by thofe
volumes of Thurloe’s papers, which have been lately
publithed, this affair, like many others, has been greatly
magnified. We fearcely find by that collection, that any
fecret counfels of foreign ﬁatcs, except thofe of Holland,
which are not expected to be concealed, were known to
the protector, :

Tre general behaviour and deportment of this man,
who had been raifed from a very private ftation, who had
pafled moft of his youth in the country, and who was
i1l conftrained fo much to i'rcqucnt bad company, was
fuch as might befit the greaieft monarch.  He maintained
a dignity without either affeCtation or oftentation; and

z See note [K] at the end of the volume,

' fupported
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fupported with all ftrangers that high idea, with which his € H A P.

e

great exploits and prodigious fortune had imprefied them.

Among his ancient friends, he could relax himfelf; and
by trifling and amufement, jefting and making verfes, he
feared not expoiing himfelf to their moft familiar ap-
proaches®*.  'With others, he fometimes pufhed matters to
the length of ruftic buffoonery; and he would amufe him-
felf by putting burning coals into the boots and hofe of
the officers, who attended him ®.  Before the king’s trial,
a meeting was agreed on between the chiefs of the repub-
lican party and the general officers, in order to concert
the model of that free government, which they were to
fubftitute, in the room of the monarchical conftitution,
now totally fubverted. ~After debates on this fubject, the
moft important, that could fall under the difcuflion of

uman creatures, Ludlow tells us, that Cromwel, by way
of frolic, threw a cufhion at his head ; and when Ludlow
took up another cuthion, in order to return the compli-
ment, the general ran down ftairs, and had almoft fallen
in the hurry. When the high court of juftice was fign-
ing the warrant for the execution of the king, a matter, if
poflible, ftill more ferious; Cromwel, taking the pen in
his hand, before he fubfcribed his name, bedaubed with
ink the face of Martin, who fat next him. And the pen
being delivered to Martin, he practifed the fame frolic
upon Cromwel ¢. He frequently gave feafts to his in-
ferior officers; and when the meat was fet upon the table,
a fignal was given ; the foldiers rufhed in upon them;
and with much noife, tumult, and confufion, ran away
with all the difhes, and difappointed the guefts of their
expected meal ¢,

THAT vein of frolic and pleafantry, which made a part,
however inconfiftent, of Cromwel’s charalter, was apt
fometimes to betray him into other inconfiftencies, and

a Whitlocke, p, 647, b Bates,
¢ Trial of the regicides, d Bates.
to

1656,
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€ H A P. to difcover itfelf even where religion might feem to bea

;__ﬁr__ﬂittle concerned. JItisa n;di:mn, that, one day, ﬁtting
3656,  at table, the proteétor had a bottle of wine brought him,

1

d fo highly, that he muft needs

of a kind which he value gh

open the bottle bimfelf: But in attempting it, the cork-
fcrew dropt from his hand. In hu courtiers and
generals flung tlﬁ:m felves on t};; i"h,-or to recover it. Croma

VJNI "‘L.r;% out a lau xh 12, Sh ouLe Qry 0/” {aid hLe 2y put Z}ll) s
[

] 7 /4 - s
head at f/ye,mar, Pe wouls that you
g o
were feeking the Lord ;. and

AMIDST a!’s the unguﬁme'? play and H floonery of this
fingular p
the cha-(uzi &

of remarking
men ; and he
would fometimes nce in wine,
to open to him the " their bofom.
Geat régularity, "however, and even, aufterity of man-
ners.were always maintained in his court ; and he was
careful never by any lilertics to give offence to the moft
1d 5 but with little
expence, and without any fplendor. The nobility, though

courted by him, kept at 2 diftance, and un"uuined to in-

rigid of the-godly, -Some {tate w

termix with thofe mean perfons, who were the inftruments
of his government. Without departing from ceconomy,
he was generous to thole who ferved hzm; and he knew

how tofind out and engage in his interefts every man.pof-
fefled of thofe talents, which any particular employment
demanded, His generals, his admirals, hisjud"es, his

ambaffadors, were perfons, who contributed, all of them,
in their fevsial fpheres; to the fecurity of the protettor,
and to the honour and intereft of the nation

UnDpER pretence of uniting Scotland and Ireland in one
commonwealth with Enéland, Cromwell had reduced
thofe kingdoms to a total fubje@ion ; and he treated them
entircly as conquered provinces. © The civil adminiftra-
tion of Scotland was placed in a council, confifting

moftly
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moftly of Englith, of which lord Broghil was [nrrﬁ.f.:z)t.

Juftice was adminiftered by feven judges, four of whom
were Englifh, - In.order to curb the tyranni ]

he both abolifhed all vaff

S ) s DI :
juftice of peace, which king. James had but

was not able to fupport f. ~ A long line of and gar-
An

and
=

obedience; and neither the banditti of thg mountains nor

rifons was maintained throughout the

army of 10,000 men # kept ev

the bigots of the low countrics could indylge their incli-
1.

nation to turbulence and diforder. He courted the p)'t{‘.

byterian clergy; though he nourithed that inteftine enmity
~ 4

which prevailed between the refolutioners and protefters

>
and he found, that very little policy was requifite to fo-
ns.. He permitted no
e that from thence had

proceeded .many. of the paft diforders. “And.in the main,

ment qu;‘.r"cls among theol

church aflemblies ; being fent

the Scots were obliged to acknowledpe, that never before

while they enjoyed their irregular,y: factious liberty, hac
they Clt[:llth,"J {o.much h;:;rx;in(‘is as at prefent, when re-
duced to fubjettion under ‘a forejon nation,

Tue protector’s admini{‘tratmn of Ireland was more fe-
vere and violent. = The government of that ifland was firft
entrufted to Fleetwood, a notorious fanatic, who had mar-

ried Ireton’s widow ; then to Henry Cromwel, fecond fon

of the prote&or, a young man of able mild difpofi~

tion, and not deftitute of vigor and capacity. ~Above fiv
y 2 3 e

millions of acres, forfeited gither by the popiib rebels or
by the adherents of the king, were divided, partly among

the adventurers, who had advanced money to the parlia~
/ I

ment, partly among the Englifh fold vho had arrears

due to them. Examples of a more fudden and violent

n

change of property are fcarcely to be found in any hiftory.
g : ) )

An order was even iflued to confine all the native Irifh to

¢ Whitlocke, p. 570, § Thurlee, voly ive ps 57s
§ Thurloe, vol, vis ps 557+
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c }1{)?1 P. the province of Connaught, where they would be fhut up
x_v'_;by rivers, lakes, and mountains, and could not, it was
1656. hoped, be any longer dangerous to the Englifh govern-
ment : But this barbarous and abfurd policy, which, from

an impatience of attaining immediate fecurity, muft have
depopulated all the other provinces, and rendered the Eng-

Nifh eftates of no value, was foon abandoned as imprac=

ticable.
Mew parlia- CROMWEL began to hope, that, by his adminiftration,
ERLy attended with fo much luftre and fuccefs abroad, {fo much

order and tranquillity at home, he had now acquired fuch
authority as would enable him to meet the reprefentatives
of the nation, and would affure him of their dutiful com-
pliance with his government. He fummoned a parlia-
ment; but not trufting altogether to the good will of the
people, he ufed every art, which his new model of repre-
fentation allowed him to employ, in order to influence
the eleétions and fill the houfe with his own creatures,
Treland, being entirely in the hands of the army, chofe
few but fuch officers as were moft acceptable to him,
Scotland fhowed a like compliance; and as the nobility
and gentry of that kingdom regarded their attendance on
Englifh parliaments as an ignominious badge of flavery, it
was, on that account, more eafy for the officers to prevail
in the ele@®ions. Notwithftanding all thefe precautions,
the prote&tor ftill found, that the majority would not be
s7thof Sep.. favourable to him. He fet guards, therefore, on the door,
tember.  who permitted none to enter but fuch as produced a war-
rant from his council ; and the council rejected about 2
hundred, who cither refufed a recognition of the protector’s
government, or Were on other accounts obnoxious to him.
Thefe protefted againft fo egregious a violence, fubverfive
of all liberty ; but every application for redrefs was neg=

leGted both by the council and the parliament.
Tue majority of the parliament, by means of thefe
arts and violences, was now at laft either friendly to the
protector,
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protector, or refolved, by their compliance, to adjuft, if € I‘:’X‘[\. P,
poflible, this military government to their laws and liber- «—r~
ties. They voted a renunciation of all title in Charles 165%
Stuart or any of his family ; and this was the firft a&,
dignified with the appearance of national confent, which
had ever had that tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order
to found the inclinations of the houfe, ventured to move,
that the parliament fhould beftow the crown on Cromwel ;
and no furprize or relu&tance was difcovered on the occa-
fion. When Cromwel afterwards afked Jephfon what in-
duced him to make fuch a motion,  As long,” faid Jeph-
fon, ¢ as I have the honour to fit in parliament, I muft
¢ follow the di¢tates of my own confcience, whatever
¢¢ offence I may be fo unfortunate as to give you.” < Get
¢¢ thee gone,” faid Cromwel, giving him a gentle blow
on the fthoulder, ¢ get thee gone, for a mad fellow as
¢ thou art.”

In order to pave the way to this advancement, for which
he fo ardently longed, Cromwel refolved to facrifice his
major-generals, whom he knew to be extremely odious to
the nation. That meafure was alfo become neceflary for
his own fecurity. ~All government, purely military,
flutuates perpetually between a defpotic monarchy and a
defpotic ariftocracy, according s the authority of the
chief commander prevails, or that of the officers next him
in rank and dignity. The major-generals, being poffefl-
ed of fo much diftiné jurifdiction, began to eftablifh a
feparate title to power, and had rendered themfelves for-
midable to the prote&or himfelf ; and for this inconveni-
ence, though he had not forefeen it, he well knew, be-
fore it was too late, to provide a proper remedy. Clay-
pole, his fon-in-law, who poffefled his confidence, aban-
doned them to the pleafure of the houfe ; and though _
the name was ftill retained, it was agreed to abridge, or
rather entirely annibilate, the powcr of the major-gene-
rals,

At

ﬁ\




1657,
Srown of-
ered to
Cromwel,

+th, a motion in form was made by alderman
> ::t" zfv\ city membcrs for invefting the protec-
Tthis motion, 4t firft, ex=

vided the whole houfe into

partiés.” The ch fition came from the ufual ad-
herents of the prote&or, the major-generals and {uch
off as depended on them, Lambert, a man of deep

intri intereft in the army, had long en-
tértained f fucceeding Cromwel in the pro—

te&torthip 3 aw, that, if the mona hy wer

hereditary right would alfo be cfmbuﬂ;c' and

reftored,
the crown be tranfmitted to the pofterity of the prince
firk elc@ed. ' He pleaded, therefore, confc

i jealoufies againft

fencé; and

rouzing il thofe civil and
kingly government, which had been fo induftrioufly en-
courdged among the foldiers, and which ferved them as'a
pretence for fo many violer nees, hc raifed a numerous, and

Kn\ m >tion.

fiil more formida ble party
On the other hand, the n:oti(m was fupperted by evety

1

one, who was more particularly devoted to the protectors
and who hoped, by fo acceptable a meazfure, to pay court
to the prevailing authority. Many perfons alfo, attachéd
to their country, defpaired of ever being able to fubvert
the prefent illegal eftawlifhment, and were defirous, by
fixing it on ancient foundations, to induce the proteétor,
from views of -his own fafety, to pay a regard to the an<
¢ient’ laws and liberties of the kingdom. ~“Even the
royalifts imprudently joined in the meafure; and hoped,
that, when the queftion‘rega arded only perfons, not forms
of government, no one would any longer balance between
the ancient royal family, and an ignoble ufurper, who
by bloed, treafon, and perfidy, had made his way to the
throne,  The bill was voted by a confiderable majority ;
and a committee was appointed ‘to reafon with the pro-
te@or, and to overcome thofe fcruples, which he pre-
tended againtt accepting fo liberal an offer.

4 THE
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THE conference lafted for feveral days.  The com- C H AP,

o LXI
mittee urged, that all the flatutes’and cuftoms of Enolan Nt it
were foundcd on the fuppofition of regal authot 1657

il
. 457 T e gth Apil,
could not, without extreme violence, be adiufled to any
other form of government: That a proteQor, except
during the minorit ty of a king, was a name utterly un-

known to the laws ; ar
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extent or limits of his auth

€l to define every part tion, many years, if

not ages, would be required for the execu

ion of {6 com~

pll(, ted a2 wor 1\ 2 ut ; : L“
once transferred to him, the qu

o
o

- ] 7 ut
name, and the preference was undifputab! y due to the
ancient ‘title: That the En glifh ¢onftitution was more
anxious concerning the form of government than concern-
ing the birtheight of the firft maoiftrate, and had provided,
by an exprefs haw of Hei 11, for the fecurity of thofe
who ad in defence of the king in being, by whatever
means he might have acquired poffeffion : That it was ex-
tremely the intereft of all his Highnefs’s friends to feek
the fhelter of this ftatute; and even the people in general
were defirous of fuch a fctt]emcr. and in all juries were
with great difficulty induced to glve their verdit in fa-
vour of a proteftor : That the great fource of all the late
commotions had been the jealoufy of liberty ; and that a
republic, together with a proteétor, had been eftablifhed
in order to provide farther fecurities for the freedom of the
conflitution ; but that by experience the remedy had been
found infufficient, even dangerous and pernicious 3 fince
every undeterminate power, fuch as that of 2 protector,
muft be arbitrary ; and the more arbitrary, as it was cona
trary to the genius and inclindtion of the people.

TaE difficulty confifted not in perfwading Cromwel.
He was fufficiently convinced of the folidity of thefe rea=
fons ; and his inclination, as well as judgment, was en=-
tirely on the fide of the committee. But how to bring

over

=
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C H A P. gver the foldiers to the fame way of thinking was the

LXI.

e GRS queftion. The office of king had been painted to them

1657.

in Tuch horrible colours, that there were no hopes of re-

conciling them fuddenly to it, even though beftowed upon

their general, to whom they were fo much devoted. = A
contradiction, open and direét, to all paft profeflions would
make them pafs, in the eyes of the whole nation, for the
moft thamelefs hypocrites, inlifted, by no other than mer-
cenary motives, in the caufe of the moft perfidious traitgf.
Principles, fuch as they were, bad been encouraged in
them by every confideration, human and divine; and
though it was ealy, where intereft concurred, to deceive
them by the thinneft difguifes, it might be found danger-
ous at once to pull off the mafque, and to fhow them in
a full light the whole crime and deformity of their con-
du&. Sufpended between thefe fears and kis own moft
ardent defires, Cromwel protradted the time, and feemed
ftill to oppofe the reafonings of the committee; in hopes,
that by artifice he might be able to reconcile the refrattory
minds of the foldiers to his new dignity.

WHILE the proteCor argued fo much in contradiction
both to his judgment and inclination, it is no wonder,
that his elocution, always confufed, embarrafled, and
unintelligible, fhouid ,be involved in tenfold darknefs,
and difcover no glimmering of common fenfe or reafon.
An exaét account of this conference remains, and may
be regarded as a great curiofity. The members of the
committee, in their reafonings, difcover judgment, know-
ledge, elocution : Lord Broghiil in particular exerts him-
{elf on this memorable occafion. But what a contraft,
when we pafs to the protector’s replies ! After {o fingular
a manner does nature diftribute her talents, that, in a na=
tion abounding with fenfe and learning, a man, who, by
fuperior petfonal merit alone, had made his way to fus
preme dignity, and had even obliged the parliament to
make him a tender of the crown, was yet incapable of

3 ' exprefing
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exprefling himfelf on this occafion, but in a mannerC “X{\ P,
“ 3o 5 1.
which a peafant of the moft ordinary capacity would ___ —_»

Juftly be athamed of %, 1657
THE oppofition, which Cromwel dreaded, was not

that which came from Lambert and his adherents, whom

he now regarded as capital enemies, and whom he was

refolved, on the firft occafion, to deprive of all power and

authority : It was that which he met with in his own

family, and from men, who, by intereft as well as incli-

h We thall produce any paffage at random: For his difcourfe is all of a
piece, I confefs, for it behoves me to deal plainly with you, I muft con-
¢ fefs, L.would fay, I hope, I may be underflood in this, for indeed I mufk
# be tender what I fay to fuch an audience as this; I fay, I would be under-
8¢ ftood, that in this argament I do not make parallel betwixt men of a dif-

¢ ferent mind and a parliament, which fhall have their defires. 1 know
€

-

~

there is no comparifon, nor can it be urged upon me, that my words have
the leaft colour that way, becaufe the parliament feems to give liberty to
me to fay any thing to you; as that, thatisa tender of my humble reafons
and judgement and opinion to them; and if I think they are fuch and will
be fuch to them, and are faithful {ervants, and will be fo to the fupreme
authority, and the legiflative wherefoever it is: If, I fay, I fhould not
tell you, knowing their minds to be fo, I fhould not be faithful, if I
fhould not tell you fo, to the end you may report it to the parliament: I
fhall fay fomething for myfelf, for my own mind, I do profefs it, T am
not a man ferupulous about words or names of fuch things I have nots
¢ But as I have the word of God, and I hope I fhall ever have it, for the
« ryle of my. confcience, for my informations; fo truly men that have been
Jed in dark paths, through the providence and difpenfation of God ; why
furely it is not to be objected to a man; for who can love to walk in the
dark ? But providence does fo difpofe, And though a man may impute
his own folly and blindnefs to providence finfully, yet it muft be at my
€¢ peril; the cafe may be that it is the providence of God, that doth lead
¢¢ men in darknefs: I muft need fay, that I have had a great deal of experi-
&
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ence of providence, and though it is no rule without or againtt the word,
¢ yet it is a very good expofitor of the word in many cafes.”” Confirence ar
PWhiteball. The great defec in Oliver’s fpeeches confifts not in his want of
elocation, but in his want of ideas. The fagacity of his ations, and the
abfurdity of his difcourfe, form the moft prodigious contraft that ever was
known. The colle@ion of all his fpeeches, letters, fermons (for he alfo
wrote fermons) would make a great curiofity, and with a few exceptions
might juftly pafs for one of the moft nonfenfical books in the world,

Vor. VIL T nations
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C H A P. pation, were the moft devoted to him. Fleetwood had

LXI.

‘—,— married his daughter: Defborow his fifter: Yet thefe

1657.

He rejeéls

Ite

men, afuated by principle alone, could, by no perfua-
fion, artifice, or entreaty, be induced to confent, that
their friend and patron fhould be invefted with regal dig=
nity. They told him, that, if he accepted of the crown,
they would inftantly throw up their commiffions, and
never afterwards fhould have it in their power to ferve
him®. Colonel Pride procured a petition againft the
office of king, figned by a majority of the officers, who
were in London and the neighbourhood. ~Several perfons,
it is faid, had entered into an engagement to murder
the proteftor within a few hours after he fhould have
accepted the offer of the parliament. Some {udden mu-
tiny in the army was juftly dreaded. And upon the

whole, Cromwel, after the agony and perplexity of long
doubt, was at laft obliged to refufe that crown, which

the reprefentatives of the nation, in the moft folema
manner, had tendered to him. Moft hiftorians are in-
clined to blame his choice ; but he muft be allowed the
beft judge of his own fituation. And in fuch compli
cated fubjeéls, the alteration of a very minute circume
ftance, unknown to the fpe&ator, will often be fufficient
to caft the balance, and render a determination, which,

may be uneligible, very prudent, or even abfo-
jutely neceflary to the a&or,

A DREAM or prophecy, lord Clarendon mentions,
which he affirms (and he muft have known the truth),
was univerfally talked of almoft from the beginning of the
civil wars, and long before Cromwel was fo confiderable
2 perfon as to beftow upon it any degree of probability.
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