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G R E A T B R I T A i N. 

CHAP. LVII. 

lnvajion of the Scots--Battle of Marflon,moor 

--Battle of Cropredy-bridge--E/Jex' s forces 
difarmed--~cond battle of Newbury--Rift 

and charafler r( the Independants--Self.denying 

tJrdinance --F airfax, Cromwell-- er reaty of 

Uxbridge--lxecution of Laud. 

T HE king lad hitherto, during the courfe of the c R A ~. 
war, obtai1ed many advantages over th.e parlia-~ 

. ment, andhad raifed himfelf, from that low con-
1644

• 

dition, into which ne had at firfr fallen, to be nearly upon 
an equal footing vith his adverfaries. Yorklhire, and 
all the northern comties, were reduced by the marquefs 
of N ewcafile; and exceptihg Hu11, the parliament was 
ma!ler of no garrion in thefe quarters. In the weft, 
Plymouth alone, htving been in vain befieged by -prince 
Maurice, refi!ted tie king's authority: And had it not 

V oL, V ll. ~ been 
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c H A P been for the dilappointment in the enterprize of Gloucef• 
~ ter, the royal garrifons had :eached, without interrup-

•614· tion, from one end of the kmgdom to the other; and 
had occupied a greater extent of ground, than thofe of 

the parliament. Many of the royalifts flattered them­
felves, that the fame vigorous fpirit; which had elevated 
them to the prefent height of power, would frill favour 
their progrefs, and obtain them a final viB:ory over their 

enemies: But thofe who judged more fol..\ndly, obferved1 

that, befides the acce:ffion of the whole Scottifu nation 

to the fide of the parliament; the very principle, on 

which the royal fucceffes had been founded, was every 

day acquired, more and more, by the oppofite party. 

The king's troops, full of gentry and nobility, had ex­
erted a valour fuperior to their enemies, and had hitherto 

been fuccefsful in almoft every rencounter: But in pro­

portion as the whole nation became warlike, by the con­
tinuance of civil difcords, this advantage was more 

equally fuared; and fuperior numbers, it was expeB:ed, 

muft at length obtain the viB:ory. The king's troops alfo, 

ill paid, and defiitute of every neceffary, could not poffi­
bly be retained in equal difcipline with the parliamentary 

forces, to whom all fupplies were furnifhed from un­

exhaufied ftores and treafures a.. The feverity of man­
ners, fo much affected by thefe zealous' religionifis, af­
fified their military infiitutions; and the rigid inflexibility 
of charaB:er, by which the aufiere reformers of church 
ahd fiate were diftingui-fued, enabled the parliamentary 
chiefs to refirain their foldiers within firi8:er rules and 

more exaB: order. And while the king's officers indulged 
themfelves even in greater licences, than thofe to which, 

during times of peace, they had been accufiomed, they 

were a~t~ both to neglect their military duty, and to fet 
a permcwus example of diforder,_ to the foldiers under. 
their tommand, 

a Rulh, vol, vi. p. s6o. 
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AT the commencement of the civil war, a1l Eno-iilh- c H A P. 

r. d b d . . d d 
0 

d L VU. men, who terve a rea , were mv1te over, an treate ...___,~ 
with extraordinary refpetl:: And mofi: of them, bein6 1644. 

defcended of good families, and by reafon of their ab-
fence, unacquainted with the new principles, which 
depreffed the dignity of the crown, had inlifi:ed under 
the royal fiandard. But it is obfervable, that, though 
the military profdfion requires great genius, and long 
experience, in the principal commanders, all its fubor-
dinate duties may be difcharged by ordinary talents, and 
from fuperficial pratl:ice. Citizens and country-gentle-
men foon became excellent officers; and the generals of 
greatcft fame and capacity happened, all of them, to 
fpring up on the fide of the parliament. The courtiers 
and great nobility, in the other party, checked the 
growth of any extraordinary genius among the fubordi-
nate officers ; and every man there, as in a regular efra-
blilhed government, was confined to the flation, in which 
his birth had placed him. 

THE king, that he might make preparations, during 
winter, for the enfuing campaign, fummoned to Oxford 
all the members of either houfe, who adhered to his 
interefrs; and endeavoured to avail himfelf of the name 
of parliament, fo p11ffionately cherilhed by the Englilh 
nation b. The houfe of peers was pretty full ; and 
befides the nobility, employed in different parts of the 
kingdom, it contained twice as many members as com­

monly voted at Wefrminfier. The houfe of commons 
confifted of about 140; which amounted not to above 
half of the other houfe of commons c. 

So extremely light had government hitherto lain upon 
the people, that the very name of excift was unknown to 
them ; and among the other evils arifing from thefe 

"' Ruth, vol. vi, p. 559• c Idem, P• sG6, 574, S75• 

B 2 domefiic 
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c H A P. domefiic wars, was the introduB:ion of that impofi into 
LVIf W 11. • 11. h . d ~England. The parliament at enmmn:er ~v.mg vote 
1014• an excife on beer, wine, and other commodtttes; thofe 

at Oxford imitated ~he example, and conferred that reve­

nue on the king. And in order to enable him the better 

to recruit hi~ army, they granted him the fum of IOo,ooo 
pounds, to be levi(d by way of loan upon the fubjeB:. 

The king circulat:d privy feals, counterfigned by the 

fpeakers of both hcufes, requiring the loan of particular 

fums, fj oa1 fuch p~ rfons as lived within his quarters d. 

Neither party had as yet got above the pedantry of re­

proaching their ant:lgonifis with thefe illegal meafures. 

THE Vv cfrmin{br parliament paffed a whirnftcal ordi­

nance, commanding all the inhabitants of London and 
the neigh bouroood

1 
to retrench a meal a week, and to 

pay the value of i~ for the fupport of the public caufee. 

It is cafily imagine,!, that, provided the money were paid, 

they troubled thetrfelvcs but little about the executwn of 

their ordinance. 
SucH was the king's fituation, that, in order to refiore 

_.eace to the natim, he had no occafion to demand any 

other terms, than the refroring of the laws and confiitu­

tion; the replacing him in the fame rights which had 

ever been enjoyed by his predeceflors; and the re-efia­

blilhing, on its an::ient bafis, the whole frame of aovern-
~ b 

ment, civil as well as ecclefi;.;frical. And that he might 

facilitate an end, feemingly fo defirable, he offered to 

employ means eqtally popular, an univerfal aCl: of obli­

vion, and a tolention or indulgence to tender confci­

cnces. Nothing :hercfore could contribute more to his 

intere.fl:s, than evny difcourfe of peace, and every dif­

cuffion of the corxlitions, upon which that bleffina could 

be obtained. Fo~ this reafon, he folicited a tre:ty, on 

all occahons, and iefired a conference and mutual exami-

• .Rulh. vol. vi. p. SSO. 
!1 

e Dug~ale, p u9, Rulh, vol. vi. P·14S. 

nation 
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nation of pretenfions, even when he entertained no hopes, C H A P. 
. LVll. 

that any conclufion could poffibly ref1lt from It. ~ 
For like reafons, the parliament p·udentl y avoided, as 1644. 

much as poffible, all advances towards negociation, and 

were cautious not to expofe too eally to cenfure thofe 

high terms, which their apprehenficns or their ambition 
m:1de them previoufly demand of ~he king. Though 

their partizans were blinded with the thickeft veil of reli .. 

gious prejudices, they dreaded to br ng their preten!ions 

to the teft, or lay them open befote the whole nation. 

In oppofition to the facred authority of the laws, to the 
venerable precedents of many ages, the popular leaders 

were aihamed to plead nothing but fears and jealoufies, 

which were not avowed by the confiitution, and for 

which, neither the perfonal charaEhr of Charles, fo full 

of virtue, nor his fituation, fo deprived of all independ-

ent authority, feemed to afford any r~afonable foundation. 
Grievances which had been fully redreffed; powers, 

either legal or illegal, which had beer1 entirely renounced ; 

it feemed unpopular, and invidious, and ungrateful, any 

farther to infift on. 

THE king, that he might abate the univerfal venera .. 

tion, paid to the name of parliament, had iffued a decla­

ration, in which he fet forth all the tumults, by which 

himfelf and his partizans in both houfes had been driven 

from London; and he thence inferred, that the affembly 
at Wefi:minfter was no longer a :·ree parliament, and 1 

till its liberty were refiorcd, was intitled to no autbority. 

As this declaration was an obfi:acb to all treaty, fome 

contrivance feemed requifite, in ordfr to elude it. 

A LETTER was written, in the foregoing fpring, to the 

earl of Effex, and fubfcribed by th! prince, the duke o( 

, ~l .,. ork, and forty-three noblemen f. They there exhort 

m·· 
f Cla1endon, vol, iii, P• 44~· Ruth. vol. vi, I• 566. Whitlocke, p. 7'1· 

B him. 
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c H A P. him to be an infirument of refioring peace, and to pro­

~ mote that happy end with thofe, by whom he was em-
1644· ployed. EfTex, though much difgufied with the parlia­

ment, though apprehenfive of the extremities to which 

they were driving, though defirous of any reafonable 

accommodation; yet was flill more refolute to preferve 

an honourable fidelity to the trufi repofed in him. He 
replied, that, as the paper fent him neither contained any 
addrefs to the two houfes of parliament, nor any acknow­
ledgement of their authority, he could not communicate 

it to them. Like propofals had been reiterated by the 
king, during the enfuing campaign, and frill met with a 

like anfwer from EfTex g, 

IN order to make a new trial for a treaty, the king, 
this fpring, fent another 1etter direB:ed to the lords and 

commons of parliament affembled at Wefi:minfier: But 

as he al fo mentioned, in the letter, the lords and com­
mons of parliament affembled at Oxford, and declared, 

that his fcope and intention was to make provifion, that 
all the members of both houfes might fecurely meet in a 
full and free affembly; the parliament, perceiving the 
conclufion implied, refufed all treaty upon fuch terms h. 

And the king, who knew what fmall hopes there were 
of accommodation, would not abandon the pretenfions, 

which he had affumed; nor acknowledge the two houfes, 
more exprefsly, for a free parliament, 

THIS winter the famous Pym died; a man as much 

hated by one party, as refpeCl:ed by the other. At Lon­
rlon, he was confidered as the viCl:im to national liberty, 
who had abridged his life by inceffant labours for the 

interefis of his country i: At Oxford, he was believed 

to have been firuck with an uncommon difeafe, and to 

g Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 444· Rulh. val, vi. p. 569, 570. Whitlocke, 

P• 94• 8 Clarcndon, vol, iii. p. 449• Whitlocke1 p. 19• 
1 lb1 • p. 66, 

have; 



CHARLES I. 

have been confumed with vermin; as a mark of divine C R A P. 
LVII. 

vengeance, for his multiplied crimes and treafons. He""---v--' 

had been fo little ftudious of improving his private fortune 16*• 
in thofe civil wars, of which he had been one principal 
author, that the parliament thought themfelves obliged, 
from gratitude, to pay the debts which he had con-
traCl:ed lt, We now return to the military operations, 
which, during the winter, were carried on with vigour in 
feveral places, notwithfianding the feverity of the feafon. 

THE forces, brought from Ireland, were landed at 

Mofl:yne in North-Wales; and being put under the com• 
mand of lord Biron, they befieged and took the cafiles of 
Hawarden, Beefton, ACl:on, and Deddington-houfe 1• 

No place in Chefhire or the neighbourhood now adhered 

to the parliament, except Nantwich: And to this town 
Biron laid fiege during the depth of winter. Sir Thomas 

Fairfax, alarmed at fo confiderable a progrefs of the roy-
alifts, affembled an army . of 4000 men in York!hire, 
and having joined Sir William Brereton, was approach-
ing to the camp of the enemy. Biron and his foldiers, 
elated with fucceffes obtained in Ireland, had entertained 

the moft profound contempt for the parliamentary forces; 
a difpofition, which, if confined to the army, may be 
Iegarded as a good prefage of viaory ; but if it extend 
to the general, is the mofi probable forerunner of a defeat. 
Fairfax fuddenly attacked the camp of t4e royalifts. The 
{welling of the river by a thaw divided one part of the :tsth Jan, 
~rmy from the other. That part, expofed to Fairfax, 
being beaten from their poft, retired into the church of 
ACl:on, and were all taken prifoners: The other re-

treated with precipitation m. And thus was diOipated o.r 
rendered ufel~fs that body of forces, which h~q ~eeq 

k Journ. 13th ~ffebruary1 1643• l Rulh~ vol. vi. p. 299• 
~ !bid, f• 3Qie 
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c H A P. drawn from Ireland; and the parliamentary party re .... 
~ vi~ed in thofe north-weft counties of England. 

1644· THE invafion from Scotland was attended with confe .. 
lnvafion 
from Scot- quences of much greater importance. The Scots, hav ... 
land. ing fummoned in ·vain the town of N ewcafile, which 

was fortified by the vigilance of Sir Thomas Glenham, 
ud Feb. paffed the Tyne ; and faced the marquefs of N ewcaftle, 

who lay· at Durham with an army of ~4ooo men", 
After fome military operations, in which that nobleman 
red.uced the enemy to difficultie& for forage and provifionss 
he received intelligence of a great difafter, which had 
qefallen his forces in Y orklhire. Colonel Bellafis, whom 

he had left with a confiderable body of troops, was totally 
t.Ith April . routed at Se1by, by Sir Thomas Fairfax, who had re­

turned from Chelhire) with his vitlorious forces 
0

• Afraid 
of being inclofed between twq armies, Newcaftle re­

treated; and Leven having joined Lord Fairfax, they 
fat down before York, to which the army of the loyalifts 

had retired. But as the parlia~entary and Scottilh forces 
were not numerous enough to inveft fo large a town, 
divided by a river, they contented themfelves with in­

commoding it by a loofe blockade; and affairs remained, 
for fome time, in fufpenfe between ~hefe oppofitc ar .. 

mies P. 

DuRING this winter and fpring, other parts of the' 

kingdom had alfo been infefted with war. Hopton 
having affembled an army of 14000 men, endeavoured t~ 
break into Suffex, Kent, and the fouthern affo~iation 

. ' 
which feemed well difpofed to receive him. Wailer fell 

1Jpon him at Cherington, and ga~e him a defeat 1 of con· 

fider~ble ~mportance. In another quarter, fiege being 

" Rufh. vol. vi.p. 6I5· o Idem, ibid. p. 618. 
tb~ll. f• 6:r.~ 'l ~~th of tJarch, 

P Idem~ 

laid 
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laid to Newark by the parliamentary forces, prince Rupert C H A P. 

]>re pared himfelf for relieving a town of fuch confequence, ~ 
which alone prefcrved the communication open between 1644• 

the king's fouthern an4 northern quarters r. With a 
fmall force, but that animated by his aCtive courage, he 
broke through the ~nemy, relieved the town, and totally 
diffipated that army of the parliaments. 

BuT thoqgh fortune feemed to have divided her fa­
vours between the parties, the king found himfelf, in 
the main., a confiderable Jofer by this winter-campaign; 
and he prognofiicated a frill worfe event from the enfuing 
(ummer. The preparations of the parliament were great, 
~nd much exceeded the llender refources, of which he 
was poifeifed. In the eafiern aifociation, they levied 
fourteen thoufand men, under the earl of Mancheficr, 
feconded by Cromwell c. An army of ten thoufand men, 
under Eflex; another of nearly the fame force under 
Waller, were afTemblcd in the neighbourhood of Lon­
don. The former was defiined to oppofe the king: The 
latter was appointed to march into the weft, where princ~ 
Maurice, with a fmall army which went continually tG 
decay, was [pending his time in vain before Lyme, an 
inconfiderable town upon the fea-coaft. The utmoft 
~fforts of the king could not rai[e above ten thoufand 
men at Oxford; and on their fword chiefly, during the 
campaign, were thefe to depend for fubfiftance. 

1.'HE queen, terrified with the dangers, which every 
way environed her, and afraid of being enclofed in Ox­
ford, in the middle of the kingdom, fled to Exeter, 
where !he hoped to be delivered unmolefted of the child, 
with which !he was now pregnant, and whence fhe had 
the means of an eafy efcape into France, if preffed by 
f?e forces of the enemy. She knew the imrlac~ble 

Ruth, vol. vi. P• 3 .: ~. s :1-1ft of March. t Ruth. vol. vi • .P• 6::. r. 

patred~ 
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c H A P. hatred, which the parliament, on account of her reli .. 

~ gion and her credit with the king, had all along borne 

1644· her. Laft _fummer, the commons had fent up to the 
peers an impeachment of high treafon againfl: her; be­
caufe, in his utmoft diftreffes, £he had affifted her huf­
band with arms and ammunition, which £he had bought 
in Holland u. And had £he fallen into their hands, nei­
ther her fex, lhe knew, nor high ftation, could proteCl: 
her againfr infults at leaft, if not danger, from thofe 
haughty republicans, who fo little affeCl:ed to conduct 

thcmfclves by the maxims of gallantry and politenefs. 
FRoM the beginning of thefe diffenfions, the parlia­

ment, it is remarkable, had, in all things, affumed an 
extreme afcendant over their fovereign, and had difplayed 

a violence and arrogated an authority, which, on his 

fid e, would not have been compatible, either with his 
temper or his fituation. While he fpoke perpetually of 

parJoning all rebels; they talked of nothing but the 

puni!hmcnt of d~linquents and malignants: While he of­

fered a toleration and indulgence to tender confci­

ences ; they threatened the utter extirpation of prelacy: 

To his profeffions of lenity, they oppofed declaration5 

of rigour: And the more the ancient tenor of the laws 
inculcated a refpeCl:ful fubordination to the crown, the 

rr.ore careful were they, by their lofty pretenfions, to 

cover that defeCl:, under which they laboured. 

THEIR great advantages in the north feemed to fecond 

their ambition, and finally to promife them fuccefs in 

• • their unwarrantable enterprizes. Manchefl:er, having 
taken Lincoln, had united his army to that of Leven and 

F airfax ; and York was now clofel y befieged by their 

combined forces. That town, though vigoroufly de­

fended by Newcafile, was reduced to extremity; an~ 

u RuJb, vol. vi, p. 3tl• 
\• 
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the parliamentary generals, after enduring great lolfes and c H A P • 
. } LVII. fatigues, flattered themfelves, that all their abours would~ 

at lafl: be crowned by this important conqueR-. On a 1644. 

fudden, they were alarmed by the approach of prince 
Rupert. This gallant commander, having vigoroufly ex-
erted himfelf in Lancalhire and Chefhire, had collected 
a confiderable army; and joining Sir Charles Lucas, 
who commanded Newcafile's horfe, hafi:ened to the relief 
of York with an army of 20,000 men. The Scottifh and 
parliamentary generals raifed the fiege, and drawing up 
on Marfion-moor, purpofed to give battle to the royalifis. 
Prince Rupert approached the town by another quarter, 
and interpofing the river Oufe between him and the ene-
my, fafely joined his forces to thofe of Newcafile. 1~he 

marquefs endeavoured to perfuade him, that, having fo 
fuccefsfully effected his purpofe, he ought to be content 
with the prefent advantages, and leave the enemy, now 
much diminilhed by their loffes, and difcouraged by 
their ill fuccefs, to diffolve by thofe mutl!al diffenfions, 
which had begun to take place among them w. The 
prince, whofe martial difpofition was not fufficiently 
tempered with prudence, nor foftenea by compJaifance, 
pretending pofitive orders from the king, without deign- 2d July. 

ing to confult with Newcafile, whofe merits and fervices 
deferved better treatment, immediately iffued orders for 
battle, and led out the army to Marfion-moor "• This Battle of 

action was obfiinately difiputed between the mofl: numer- Moadrl:on-m o. 
ous armies, that were engaged during the courfe of thefe 
wars ; nor were the forces on each fide much different in 
number. Fifty thoufand Briti!h troops were led to 
mutual flaughter; and the vitlory feemed long undecided 
between them. Prince Rupert, who commanded the 
~ight wing of the royalifis, was oppofed to Cromwell r, 

w Life of the D. of Newcall:Je, p. 40. x Clarendon, vol. v. 
p. soG. 'I Ruth. part 3• vol, ii, P• 633• 
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c H A P, who conducted the choice troops of the parliament, 

~ enured to danger under that determined leader, animated 

J644. by zeal, and confirmed by the mofi: rigid difcipline. Af­

ter a fharp combat, the cavalry of the royalifis gave way; 

and fuch of the infantry, as fiood next them, were like­
wife borne down, and put to flight. Newcaftle's regi­

ment alone, refolute to conquer or to periih, obflinately 
kept their ground, and maintained, by their dead bodies, 

the fame order, in which they had at firfi: been ranged. 

In the other wing, Sir Thomas Fairfax and Colonel Lam­

bert, with fome troops, broke through the royalifls; and, 

tranfported by the ardour of purfuit, foon reached their 

victorious friends, engaged alfo in purfuit of the enemy. 
But after that tempefi: was paft, Lucas, who command­

td the royalifls in this wing, refi:oring order to his broken 

forces, made a furious attack on the parliamentary ca­
valry, threw them into diforder, puih~d them upon their 

own infantry, and put that whole wing to rout. When 
ready to feize on their carriages and baggage, he perceiv­
ed Cromwel, who was now returned fro:n purfuit of the 
other wing. Both fides were not a little furprifed to find, 
that they mufi: again renew the combat for that victory, 
which each of them thought they had already obtain­
ed. Tne front of the battle was now exaCtly counter­
changed; and each army occupied the ground which had 
been poffeffed by the enemy ~t the beginning of the day. 
This fecond battle was equ~lly furious and defperate 
with the firfi:: But after the utmoft efforts of courage 

by both parties, victory wholly turned to the fide qf 
the parliament. The prince's train of artillery was 
taken; and hjs whole army pu{hed off the field of bat• 
tle z. 

TH~S event was ~n itfelf a mighty blow to the king; 
~ut proved more fatal in its confequences, The marquefs 

z Ru!h. vol. vi. p. ~3'• wr.;tlocke, p. 8g. 



CHARLES I. IJ 

of Newcafile was entirely loft to the royal caufe. That c H A P. 
. LVH. 

nobleman, the ornament of the court and of h1s order,~ 

had been engaged, contrary to the natural bent of his 16H· 

difpofition, into thefe military operations, merely by a 
high fenfe of honour and a perfonal regard to his mafi:er. 
The dangers of war were difregarded by his valour; 
but its fatigues were oppreffive to his natural indolence. 
Munificent and generous in his expence; polite and ele-
gant in his tafl:e; courteous and humane in his beha-

viour; he brought a great acceffion of friends and of 

credit to the party, which he embraced. But amidfi all 
the hurry of action, his inclinations were fecretly drawn 

to the foft arts of peace, in which he took delight; and 
the charms of poetry, mufic, and converfation often fiole 
him from his rougher occupations. He chofe Sir Wil-
liam Davenant, an ingenious poet, for his lieutenant-
general : The other perfons, in whom he placed confi-
dence, were more the infiruments of his refined pleafures, 
than qualified for the bufinefs which they undertook: 
And the feverity and application, requifite to the fupport 
of difcipline, were qualities, in which he was entirely 
wantinc; a. 

WHEN prince Rupert, contrary to his advice, refolved 
on this battle, and iffued all orders without communi­
cating his intentions to him; he took the field, but, he 
faid, merely as a volunteer; and, except by his perfonal 
courage, which lhone out with lufire, he had no lhare 
in the aCtion. Enr~ged to find, that all his fuccefsful 
labours were rendered abortive by one aB: of fatal teme­
rity, terrified with the profpetl: of renewing his pains 
and fatigue, he refolved no longer to maintain the few 
refources which remained to a defperate caufe, and 
thought, that the fame regard to honour, which had at 
firfi called him to arms, now required him to abandon a 

a Clarendon, vol. v. p. 507, soS, See W.uwick. 

party, 

' ···. 
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c H A P. party, where he met with fuch unworthy treatment. 
~Next morning early, he fent word to the prince, that he 

J644. was infrantly to leave the kingdom; and without delay, 
he went to Scar borough, where he found a veffel, which 
carried him beyond fea. During the enfuing years, till 
the refroration, he lived abroad in great neceffity, and 
faw with indifferenc-e his opulent fortune fequefrered by 
thofe who affumed the government of England. He dif­
dained, by fubmiffion or compofition, to 1how obeifance 
to their ufurped authority; and the l~aft favourable cen­
fors of his merit allowed, that the fidelity and fervices of 
a whole life had fufficiently atoned for one ralh aclion, 
into which his paffion had betrayed him b. 

16th Jul)o 

PRINCE Rupert, with equal precipitation, drew off 
the remains of his army, and retired into Lancalhire. 
Glenham, in a few days, was obliged to furrender York; 
and he marched out his garrifon with all the honours of 
war c, Lord Fairfax, remaining in the city, efrablilhed 
his government in that whole county, and fent a thou­
fand horfe into Lancalhire, to join with the parliamentary 
forces in that quarter, and attend the motions of prince 
Rupert: The Scottilh army marched northwards, in 
order to join the earl of Calender, who was advancing 
with ten thoufand additional forces d ; and to reduce the 
town of N ewcafile, which they took by ftorm : The 
earl of Manchefier, with Cromwel, to whom the fame 
of this great viCl:ory was chiefly afcribed, and who was 
wounded in the aCl:ion, returned to the eaftern affocia· 
tion, in order to recruit his army e. 

WHILE thefe events paffed in the north, the king's af. 
fairs in the fouth were conduCl:ed with more fuccefs and 
greater abilities, Ruthven, a Scotchman, who had been 

b Clarendon, vol. v. p. SUo 

d Whitlocke, p. SS, 

t 

c Rulh. vol. vi. p. 638. 
c Ruth, vol. vi, P• 641. 
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treated earl of Brentford, aCl:ed, under the king, as c H A P. 
LVII. 

general. 

THE parliament foon compleated their two armies 
commanded by Eifex and Wall er. The great zeal of 
the city facilitated this undertaking. Many fpeeches were 
made to the citizens, by the parliamentary leaders, in 
order to excite their ardour. Hollis, in particular, ex-
horted them not to fpare, on this important occafion, 
either their purfes, their perfons, or their prayers r; and, 
jn general, it mufi be confeifed, they were fuffi.ciently li-
beral in all thefe contributions. The two generals had 
orders to march with their combined armies towards Ox-
ford; and, if the king retired into that city, to lay fiege 
to it, and by one enterprize put a period to the war. The 
king, leaving a numerous garrifon in Oxford, paifed with 
dexterity between the two armies, which had taken 
Abingdon, and had enclofed him on both fides g. He 
marched towards Worcefier; and Waller received orders 
from Effex to follow him and watch his motions; while 
he himfelf marched into the wefi, in quefi: of prince 
Maurice. Waller had approached within two miles of 
the royal camp, and was only feparated from it by the 
Severn, when he received intelligence, that the king was 
advanced to Beudly, and had directed his courfe towards 
Shrew!bury. In order to prevent him, Wailer prefently 
diflodged, and hafi:ened by quick marches to that town; 
while the king, fuddenly returning upon his own foot-
fteps, reached Oxford; and having reinforced his army 
from that garrifon, now in his turn marched out in quefi: 

"---v---1 
1644• 

of Wall er. The two armies faced each other at Crop- Battle or 
redy-bridge near Banbury; but the Charwell ran between C~oprtdy-

N d h 
. bndge. 

them. ext ay, t e kmg decamped and rr.arched to- 2.9th}une. 

wards Daventry. Wailer ordered a confiderable detach-
ment to pafs the bridge, with an intention of falling on 

f RuJh, vol. vi, p. 66z. g 3d of June, 
the 
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c H A P. the rear of the royalifl:s. He was repulfed, routed, and 

~ purfued with confiderable lofs h. Stunned and di!heart-

1644• ened with this blow, 'his army decayed and melted away 
by defertion; and the king thought he might fafely leave 
it, and march wefiward againfi Effex. That general, 
having obliged prince Maurice to raife the fiege of Lyme, 

having taken Weymouth and Taunton, advanced ilill in 
his conquefis, and met with no equal oppofition. The 

king followed him, and having re-inforced his army from 
all quarters, appeared in the field with an army fuperior 
to the enemy. Effex, retreating into Cornwall, informed 
the parliament of his danger, and defired them to fend an 
army, which might fall on the king's rear. General Mid­

t11eton received a commiffion to execute that fervice; but 
came too late. Effex's army, cooped up in a narrow 
corner at Lefrithiel, deprived of all forage and provifions, 
:and feeing no profpeB: of fuccour, was reduced to the 
}aft extremity. The king preffed them on one fide; 

prince Maurice on another; Sir Richard Granville on a 
third. Effex, Robarts, and fome of the principal offi .. 

Cirs, efcaped in a boat to Plymouth: Balfour with his 

horfe paffed the king's out-pofis, in a thick mifi, and 

1ft Sept. got fafely to the garrifons of his own party. The foot 
under Skippon were: obliged to furrender their arms, 

artillery, baggage and ammunition; and being condutled 

~lfex's to the parliament's quarteJls, were difmiffed. By this 
forces dif-
armed. advantage, which was much boafied of, the king, befides 

the honour of the enterprize, obtained what he flood ex­

tremely in need of: The parliament, having preferved 
the men, loft what they could eafily repair I. 

No fooner did this intelligence reach London, than 
the committee of the two kingdoms voted thanks to Effex 

for his fidelity, courage, and condua 3 and this method 

h Rulh. vol. vi. p. 676. Clarendon, vol. v. P• 497• SirEd. W.o~lktr, 

P• 31· i Rulh. vol. vi. p. 6gg, ~c. Whitlocke, p. 98. Claren-

<IOJJ, vol. v. P• 5"4' PS• Sir Edw. W~H":r, p. 69, 70, &c, 
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bf proceeding, no lefs politic than magnanimous, was c H A P. 

. LVI~ 
preferved by the parliament throughout the whole courfe ""-.,r---J 

of the war. Equally indulgent to 'their friends and ri- 1644. 

gorous to their enemies, they employed, with fuccefs, 
thefe two powerful engines of reward and punilhment, in 
confirmation of their authority. 

THAT the king might have lefs reafon to exult in the 
advantages, which he had obtained in the weft, the par­
liament oppofed to him very numerous forces. Having 
armed anew Effex's fubdued, but not dilheartened troops, 
they ordered Manchefter and Cromwell to march with 
their recruited forces from the eaftern affociation; and 
joining their armies to thofe of Wall er and Middleton, as 

well as of Effex, offer battle to the king. Charles chofe s db 
econ at• 

his poft at Newbury, where the parliamentary armies, un- tleof New• 

der the Earl of Manchefter, attacked him with great vi- bury. 

gour; and that town was a fecond time the fcene of the 
bloody animofities of the Englilh. Effex's foldiers, ex- h oa 
horting one another to repair their broken honour, and 2.

7
t • 

revenge the difgrace of Leftithiel, made an impetuous 
affault on the royalifts; and having recovered fome of 
their cannon, loft in Cornwall, could not forbear em­
bracing them with tears of joy. 'fhough the king's 

troops defended themfelves with valour, they were over­
powered by numbers; and the night came very feafon-
ably to their relief, and prevented a total overthrow. 
Charles, leaving his baggage and cannon in Dennington-
caftle, near Newbury, forthwith retreated to Walling-
ford, and thence to Oxford. There, prince Rupert and 
the earl of Northampton joined him, with confiderable 
bodies of cavalry. Strengthened by this reinforcement, 
he ventured to advance towards the enemy, now em-
ployed before Dennington-cafi:le k. Effex, detained by 
ficknefs, had not joined the army, fince his misfortune in 

k Rulh. vol. vi. p. 71.11 Sole, 

VoL, VII. C Cornwall. 
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c H A P. Cornwall. Manchefier, who commanded, though hi~· 
I V If r. f h k" d 1" d ~~forces were much fuperior to tho1e o t e mg, ec me 
1644• an engagement, and rejet'ted Cromwell's advice, who 

9 
h Nuv. earnefl:ly preffed him not to neg1ett fo favourable an 

opportunity of finifhing the war. 'rhe king's army, by 
blinging off their cannon from Dennington-cafile, in 
the face of the enemy, feemed to have fuffi.ciently re­

paired the honour which they had loft at N ewbury ; and 

Charles, having the fatisfatlion to excite, between Man­

chefier and Cromwell, equal animofities with thofe which 

formerly took place between Effex and Wailer 1, diftri­

buted his army into winter· quarters. 
~3d Nov. 'rHoSE contefis among the parliamentary generals, 

which had difiurbed their military operations, were re­
newed in London during the winter-feafon; and each 
b~ing fupported by his own fattion, their mutual re .. 
pro~ches and accufations agitated the whole city and par­

liament. There had long prevailed, in that party, a 
fecret diftinB:ion, which, though the dread of the king's 

power had hitherto fupprefred it, yet, in proportion as 

the hopes of fuccefs became nearer and more immediate, 
began to difcover itfelf, with high conteft and animofity. 

The IND.hf'ENDENTS, who had, at firft, taken £heltei' 

and concealed themfelves under the wings of the PRES .. 

BYT ERIANs, now evidently appeared a difiintt party, 
and betrayed very different views and pretenfions. We 

rnuft here endeavour to explain the genius of this party, 
and of its leaders, who henceforth occupy the fcene of 

aB:ion. 

Rifeand DuRING thofe times, when the enthufiafl:ic fpirit met 

~~;r;~~r- of with fuch honour and encouragement, and was the imme­
pendent3. cl iate means of difiinetion and preferment; it was impof-

fible to fet bounds to thete hoiy fervours, or confine,. 
within any n::ttural limits, what was directed towards 
an infinite and a fupernatural object. .Every man, as 

1 Rulh, vol. vii. p. I, 

prompted 



CHARLES L 

prompted by the warmth of his temper, excited by emu- c H A P. 

1 . fi d b h. h b. h . LVJI, at10n, or upporte y IS a 1ts of ypocnfy, endea-~ 
voured to difiinguilh himfelf beyond his fellows, and to J6-M• 

arrive at a higher pitch of faintlhip and perfection. In 
proportion to its degree of fanaticifm, each feel: became 
dangerous and defi:ruB:ive; and as the independents went 
a note higher than the prefbyterians, they could lefs be 
refi:rained within any bounds of temper and moderation. 
From this diftinetion, as from a firfr principle, were 
derived, by a neceffary confequence, all the other differ-
ences of thefe two feB:s. 

THE independents rejeB:ed all ecclefiail:ical e.ftablifh .. 
ments, and would admit of no fpiritual courts, no govern­
ment among pafi:ors, no interpofition of the magifi:rate in 
religious concerns, no fixed encouragement annexed to 
any fyfi:em of doctrines or opinions. According to their 
principles, each congregation, united voluntarily and by 
fpiritual ties, compofed, within itfelf, a feparate church, 
and exercifed a jurifdietion, but one defiitute of temporal 
fanCl:ions, over its own pafior and its own members. 
The election alone of the congregation was fufficient to 
befi:ow the facerdotal character; and as all effential dif­
tinction was denied between the laity and the clergy, no 
ceremony, no infi:itution, no vocation, no impofition of 
hands, was, as in all other churches, fuppofed requifite 
to convey a right to holy orders. The enthufiafm of the 
pre!byterians led them to reject the authority of pre­
lates, to throw off the refiraint of liturgies, to retrench 
ceremonies, to limit the riches and authority of the 
prieftly office: The fanaticifm of the independents, ex­
alted to a higher pitch, abolilhed ecclefiafiical govern­
ment, difdained creeds and fyftems, neglected every cere­
mony, and confounded all ranks and orders. The fol­
dier, the merchant, the mechanic, indulging the fervors 
of zeal, and guided by the illap[cs of the fpiri t, rcfigned 

C 2 himfelf 
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c H , A P. himfelf to an inward and fuperior direCl:ion, and wa~P 
LVII · d' ' ~ ~ confecrared, in a manner, by an 1mme tate mtercour e 

1614• and communication with heaven. 

THE catholics,. pretending to an infa1lible guide, had 
}ufiified, upon that principle, their doCtrine and pracHce 
of perfecution: The prdbyterians, imagining that fuch 
clear and certain tenets, as they themfelves adopted,. 
could be rejected only from a criminal and pertinacious 
obfiinacy, had hitherto gratified, to the full, their bi­
gotted zeal, in a like doCtrine and praCl:ice: The inde­
pendents, from the extremity of the fame zeal,. were led 
into the milder principles of toleration. Their mind, 
fet afloat in- the wide fea of infpiration, could confine 
itfelf within no certain limits; and the fame variations~ 

in which an enthufiaft indulged himfelf, he was apt, by a 
natural train of thinking, to permit in others. Of all 
chrifiian fects, this was the firft, which, during its prof­
perity, as well as its adverfity, always adopted the prin­
ciple of toleration; and, it is remarkable, that fo reafon­
able a doctri-ne owed its origin, not to reafoning, but to 

the height of extravagance and fanaticifm. 
PoPERY and prelacy alone, whofe genius feemed to 

tend towards fuperfiition, were treated by the independ­
ents with rigour. The doCtrines too of fate or defiiny~ 
were deemed by them effential to all religion. In thefe 
r.igid opinions, the whole feCtaries, amidft all their other 
differences, unanimoufly concurred. 

THE political fyfiem of the independents kept pace 
with their religious. Not content with confining, to 
ver.y narrowlirnits, the power of the crown, and reducing 
the king to the rank of firft rnagiftrate, which was the 
projeCt of the prefbyterians ; this feet, more ardent in 
the purfuit of liberty, afpired to a total abolition of the 
monarchy, and even of the ariftocracy; and projected 
an entire equality of rank and order, in a republic, quite 

free 
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free and independent. In confequence of this fcheme, c H A P. 
. LVII. 

they were declared enem1es to all propofals for peace, "--v---J 
except on fuch terms as, they knew, it was impoffible to 16+4. 

cbtain; and they adhered to that maxim, which is, in 
the main, prudent and political, that whoever draws the 
fword againfl his fovereign, fhould throw away the [cab-
bard. By terrifying others with the fear of vengeance . 
from the offended prince, they had engaged greater num-
bers into the oppofition againfl peace, than had adopted 
their other principles with regard to government and re-
ligion. And the great fuccefs, which had already at-
tended the arms of the parliament, and the greater, which 
was foon expeB:ed, confirmed them frill further in thii 
()bflinacy. 

SIR Harry Vane, Oliver Cromwel, Nathaniel Fiennes, 
and Oliver St. John, the folicitor-general, were regarded 
as the leaders of the independents. The earl of Effex, 
difgufled with a war, of which he began to forefee the 
pernicious confequences, adhered to the prefbyterians, 
and promoted every reafonable plan of accommodation. 
The earl of Northumberland, fond of his rank and dig­
nity, regarded with horror a fcheme, which, if it took 
place, would confound himfe1f and his family with the 
lowefl in the kingdom. The earls of W arwic, and 
Denbigh, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Wailer, 
Hollis, Malfey, Whitlocke, Mainard, Glyn, had em­
·braced the fame fentiments. In the parliament, a confi­
derable majority, and a much greater in the nativn, were 
attached to the pre!byterian party; and it was only by 
cunning and deceit at firfl, and afterwards by military 
violence, that the independents could entertam any hopes 
of fuccefs. 

THE earl of Manchefler, provoked at the impeach­
ment, which the king had lodged againfl nim, bad long 
forwarded the war with alacrity; but, being a m:m of 

C 3 humanity 
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c H A P.humanity and good principles, the view of public cala­
LVII. mities, and the profpetl of a total fubverfion of govern-

~ ment, began to moderate his ardor, and inclined him to 

prom<:>te peace on any fafe or honourable terms. He was 
even fufpetl:ed, in the field, not to have pufhed to the 
utmofr againft the king the advantages, obtained by the 
arms of the parliament ; and Cromwel, in the public de­
bates, revived the accufation, that this nobleman had 
wilfully negletled at Dennington-cafile a favourable op­

portunity of finilhing the war by a total defeat of the 
royalifis. " I lhowed him evidently," faid Cromwel, 
'' how this fuccefs might be obtained; and only defired 
" leave, with my own brigade of horfe, to charge the 

" king's army in their retreat ; leaving it in the earrs 
" choice, if he thought proper, to remain neuter with 
~' the reft of his forces : But, notwithftanding my im­
'' portunity, he pofitively refufed his confent; and gave 
" no other reafon but that, if we met with a defeat~ 
" there was an end of our pretenfions : We lhould all be 
" rebels and traitors, and be executed and forfeited by 

" law m?" 
MANCHESTER, by way of recrimination, informed the 

parliament, that, at another time, Cromwel having pro­
pofed fome fcheme, to which it feemed improbable the 

parliament would agree, he infifted and faid, My lord, if 
you will )lick firm to honejl men, you jha/1 find yourfelf at the 

head of an army, which jha/l give law both to king and par­

liament. " This difcourfe," continued Manche:fier, 
" made the greater impreffion on me, becaufe I knew 
" the lieutenant-general to be a man of very deep de­
~' figns; and he has even ventured to tell me, that it 
~' never would be well with England till I were Mr. 
~' Montague, and there were ne'er a lord or peer in the 
6

' kingdom n." So full was Cromwel of thefc republican 

tn <;larendon, vol. v, p. s6.r, n Idem, ibid, p. 562. 
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proiecl:s, that, notwithfranding his habits of profound c H A P. 
J LVII. 

diffimulation, he could not fo carefully guard his expref- "----c,.._.~ 

ftons, but that fometimes his favourite notions would 16'14· 

efcape him. 
THESE violent diffenfions brought matters to extre­

mity, and pufued the independents to the execution of 
their defigns. ,...f'he prefent generals, they thought, were 
more defirou·s of protracting than finilhing the war; and 

having entertained a fcheme for preferving frill fome ba­

lance in the confritution, they were afraid of entirely fub­

duing the king, and reducing him to a condition, where 
he fuould not be intitlcd to afk any conceffions. A new 
model alone of the army could bring compleat viClory to 

the parliament, and free the nation from thofe calamities, 

under which it laboured. But how to effeB: this projeB: 
was the difficulty. The authority, as well as merits, of 

Effex was very great with the parliament. Not only he 
:had ferved them all along with the mofl: exact and fcru­

pulous honour : It was, in fome meafure, owing to his 

popularity, that they had ever been enabled to levy an 
army or make head again£! the royal caufe. Manchefrer, 
Warwic, and the other commanders had likewife great 
-credit with the public ; nor were there any hopes of pre­
vailing over them, but by laying the plan of an oblique 
and artificial attack, which would conceal the real pur­

pofe of their antagonifrs. The Scots and Scottilh com­
rniffioners, jealous of the progrefs of the independents~ 
were a new obftacle; which, without the utmoft art and 
fubtlety, it would be difficult to furmount 0

• The me­
thods, by which this intrigue was conducted, are fo fin­
gular, and £how fo fully the genius of the age, that we 

~· fuall give a detail of them, as they are delivered by lord 

~~ Clarendon P. 

an 
• Clarendon, vol. v. P• s6z. P Idem, ibid. p. 56 5• 

C4 4 FAST, 

,. 
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c HA P, A FAST, on the lafi Wednefday of every month, had 
~been ordered by the parliament at the beginning of thefe 

I64<f. commotions ; and their preachers, on that day, wen~ 
careful to keep alive, by their vehement declamations, 
the popular prejudices entertained againfi the king, againfi 
prelacy, and againfi popery. The king, that he might 
combat the parliament with their own weapons, ap­
pointed likewife a monthly fafi, when the people iliould 
be infhucred in the duties of loyalty and of fubmiffion to 
the higher powers; and he chofe the fecond Friday of 
every month for the devot~on of the royalifis q. It was 
now propofed and carried in parliament, by the inde­
pendents, that a new and more folemn fafi fhould be 
voted; when they fuould implore the divine affifiance for 
extricating them from thofe perplexities, in which they 
were at prefent involved. On that day, the preachers, 
after many political prayers, took care to treat of the 
reigning divifions in the parliament, and afcribed them 
entirely to the felfilh ends, purfued by the members. In 
the hands of thofe members, they faid, are lodged all 
the confiderable commands of the army, all the lucrative 
offices in the civil adminifiration : And while the nation 
is falling every day into poverty, and groans under aq 

infupportable load of taxes ; thefe men multiply poff'ef­
.fion on poffeffion, and will, in a little time, be mafiers 
of all the wealth of the kingdom. That fuch perfons, 
who fatten on the calamities of their country, will ever 
embrace any effeClual meafure for bringing them to a 
period, or enfuring final fuccefs to the war, cannot 
reafonably be expeCl:ed. Lingering expedients alone 
will be purfued : And operations in the field concurring~ 
in the fame pernicious end, with deliberations in the ea-

, pinet.; civil commotions will, for ever, be perpetuated 
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CHARLES I. 

in the nation. After exaggerating thefe diforders, the c H A P, 

miniflers returned to their prayers ; and befought the ~ 
Lord, that he would take his own work .into his own I6f4· 

hand ; and if the inflruments, whom he had hitnerto 

employed, were not worthy to bring to a conclufion fo 
glorious a defign, that he would infpire others more fit, 
who might perfeB: what was begun, and by efi:ablifuing 
true religion, put a fpecdy period to the public miferies. 

ON the day fubfequcnt to thefe devout animadverfions, 
when the parliament met, a new fpirit appeared in the 
looks of many. Str Henry Vane told the commons, that, 

if ever God appeared to them, it was in the ordinances 
of yefterday: That, as he was credioly informed by 

many, who had been prefent in different congregations, 
the fame lamentations and difcourfes, which the godly 
preachers had made before them, had been heard in 
other churches: That fo remarkable a concurrence could 

proceed only from the immediate operation of the Holy 

Spirit : That he therefore intreated them, in vindication 
of their own honour, in confideration of their duty to 

God and their country, to lay afide all private ends, and 
renounce every office, attended with profit or advantage: 
That the abfence of fo many members, occupied in dif­
ferent employments, had rendered the houfe extremely 
thin, and diminifued the authority of their determina­
tions: And that he could not forbear, for his own part, 
accufing himfelf as one who enjoyed a gainful office, that 
of treafurer of the navy; and though he was poffeffed of 
it before the civil commotions, and owed it not to the 
favour of the parliament, yet was he ready to refign it, 
and to facrifice, to the welfare of his country, every con­
fideration of private intereft and advantage. 

CRoMWEL next aB:ed his part, and commended the 

preachers for havmg dealt with them plainly and impar­

tially, and told them of their errors, of which they were 
fo 
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c H A P. fo unwilling to be informed. Though they dwelt on 
~many things, he faid, on which he had never before re-

1644. fleCted; yet, upon revolving them, he could not but 
confefs, that, till there were a perfect reformation in thefe 
particulars, nothing which they undertook could poffibly 
profper. The parliament, no doubt, continued he, had 
done wifely on the commencement of the war, in en­
gaging feveral of its members in the moft dangerous p~rts 
of it; and thereby fatisfying the nation, that they in­
tended to £hare all hazards with the meaneft of the peo­

ple. But affairs are now changed. During the progrefs 
of military operations, there have arifen, in the parlia­
mentary armies, many excellent officers, who are quali­

fied for higher commands than they are now poffdfed of. 
And though it becomes not men, engaged in fuch a 

caufe, to put trujl in the arm of ftejh, yet he could a!fure 
them, that their troops contained generals, fit to com­
mand in any enterprize in Chriftendom. The army 

in<leed, he was forry to fay it, did not correfpond, by its 
difcipline, to the merit of the officers; nor were there 
any hopes, till the prefent vices and diforders, which 

prevail among the foldiers, were repreffed by a new 
model, that their forces would ever be attended with 

fignal fuccefs in any undertaking. 
IN oppofition to this reafoning of the independents, 

many of the pre!byterians iliowed the inconvenience and 

danger of the projeB:cd alteration. Whitlocke, in par­

ticular, a man of honour, who loved his country, though, 

in every change of government, he always adhered to 
the ruling power, faid, that, befides the ingratitude of 
difcarding, and that by fraud and artifice, fo many noble 

perfons, to whom the parliament had hitherto owed its 
chief fupport; they would find it extremely difficult to 

fupply the place of men, now formed by experience to 
command and authority: That the rank alone, poffeffed 

2 by 
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by fuch as were members of either houfe, prevented envy, c H A P. 
. d h . b cl' d . h '}' LVII. retame t e army m o e 1ence, an gave we1g t to m1 1- ...__v--I 

tary orders: That greater confidence might fafely be re- 1644. 

pofed in men of family and fortune, than in mere adven-

turers, who would be apt to entertain feparate views 

from thofe which were embraced by the perfons, who 
employed them : That no maxim of policy was more un­
difpu.ted, than the neceffity of preferving an infeparable 

connexion between the civil and military powers, and of 
retaining the latter in firiCt fubordination to the former: 
That the Greeks and Romans, the wifeft and moft paf­

fionate lovers of liberty, had ever entrufied to their fena­
tors the command of armies, and had maintained an 

unconquerable jealoufy of all mercenary forces : And 
that fuch men alone, whofe interefl:s were involved in 

thofe of the public, and who poffeffed a vote in the civil 
deliberations, would fufficient1y refpect the authority of 
parliament, and never could be tempted to turn the fword 
againft thofe, by whom it was committed to them r. 

NoTWITHSTANDING thefe reafonings, a committeeSelf.deny­
was chofen to frame what was called tlie Sefl'..denvinu ing ordi-

':1- J o nance. 
ordinance, by which the members of both houfes were 
excluded from all civil and military employments, except 
a few offices which were fpecified. This ordinance was 
the fubjeCl: of great debate, and, for a long time, rent 
the parliament and city into factions. But, at laft, by 
the prevalence of envy with fome; with others, of fal fe 

modefl:y; with a great many, of the republican and 
independent views ; it paffed the houfe of commons, 
and was fent to the upper houfe. The peers, though 
the fcheme was, in part, levelled aglinft their order; 

though all of them were, at bottom, extremely a~crfe to 
it; though they even ventured once to reject it; yet 

poffeffed fo little authority, that they durfl: not perfevere 

~ Whitlocke, P• 114, Il5· Rufu, vol. vii, P• 6. 

in 
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c HA P.in oppofing the refolution of the commons; and they 
LVII. thought it better policy, by an unlimited compliance, tG 

~ ward off that ruin, which they faw approaching s. The 

ordinance, therefore, having paffed both houfes, Effex, 

Warwic, Manchefier, Denbigh, Wailer, Brereton, and 
many others, refigned their commands, and received the 
than!cs of parliament for their good fervices. A penfion 
of ten thoufand pounds a year was fettled on Effex. 

3'6
45

, IT was agreed to recruit the army to 22,000 men ; and 
Sir Thomas Fairfax was appointed general t. It is re­
markable, that his commiffion did not run, like that of 

Effex, in the name of the king and parliament, but in 
that of the parliament alone: And the article concerning 

t,he fafety of the king's perfon was omitted. So much 

had animofities encreafed between the parties u. Crom­
wel, being a member of the lower houfe, fuould have 

been difcarded with the others; but this impartiality 

would have difappointed all the views of thofe, who had 

introduced the felf-denying ordinance. He was faved by 
a fubtilty, and by that political craft, in which he was fo 
eminent. At the time, when the other officers refigned 

their commiffions, care was taken, that he :lhould be fent 
with a body of horfe, to relieve Taunton, befieged by 
the royalifl:s. His abfence being remarked, orders were 

difpatched for his immediate attendance in parliament; 
and the new general was direB:ed to employ fome other 
officer in that fervice. A ready compliance was feigned; 

and the very day was named, on which, it was averred, 
l1e would take his place in the houfe. But Fairfax, 
having appointed a rendezvous of the army, wrote to the 
parliament, and defired leave to retain, for fome days, 
lieutenant-general Cromwel, whofe advice, he faid, 

1 R ufu, vol. vii. p. 8 • r 5. t Whitlocke1 P• uS, Ruth. vol. vii. 
P• 7• u Whitlocke, p. 133• 

would 

.. 
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would be ufeful, in fupplying the place of thofe officers, c H A P' .. 

d 
. LVII. 

who had refigned. Shortly after, he begge , With much '--.--1 

earnefinefs, that they would allow Cromwel to ferve that 1 645. 

campaign w. And thus the independents, though the 
minority, prevailed by art and cunning over the pre!by-
terians, and befiowed the whole military authority, in 
appearance, upon Fairfax; in reality, upon Cromwel. 

FAIR FAX was a perfon equally eminent for courage Fairfax. 

and for humanity; and though ftrongly infetled with 
prejudices or principles, derived from ~eligious and party 
zeal, he feems never, in the courfe of his public conduCt, 
to have been diverted, by private intereft or ambition, 
from adhering ftri8ly to thefe principles. Sincere in his 
profeffions; difinterefted in his views; open in his con­
duB:; he had formed one of the moft iliining characters 
of the age; had not the extreme narrownefs of his genius, 
in every thing but in war, and his embarraffed and confufed 
elocution, on every occafion but when he gave orders, 
diminilhed the luftre of his merit, and rendered the ,part, 
which he aB:ed, even when vefted with the fupreme 
command, but fecondary and fubordinate. 

CRoMWEL, by whofe fagacity and infinuation Fairfax Cromwcl. 

was entirely governed, is one of the moft eminent and 
moft fingular perfonages, that occurs in hifiory : The 
firokes of his charaCter are as open and firongly marked, 
as the fchemes of his conduB: were, during the time, 
dark and impenetrable. His extenfive capacity enabled 
him to form the moft enlarged projeB:s: His enterprizing 
genius was not difmayed with the boldeft and moft clan .. 
gerous. Carried, by his natural temper, to magnanimity, 
to grandeur, and to an imperious and domineering 
policy; he yet knew, when neceffary, to employ the 
mofi prvfound diffimulation, the m oft oblique and refined 

1V ClArendon, vol, v, P• 6191 63o, Whitlocke, p. 141, 

artifice, 
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c H A P. artifice, the femblance of the greate!l moderation and 
LVJI. . . A f. d . n· h h h' bl' 

t.--. .--..> fimpltctty. nen to JUnrce, t oug IS pu rc con-
J6fS· d ua was one. continued violation of it ; devoted to reli­

gion, though he perpetually employed it as the infhu­

ment of his ambition; he was engaged in crimes from 
the profpetl: of fovereign power, a temptation which is~ 
in general, irrefifi:ible to human nature. And by u fing 
well that authority, which he had attained by fraud and 

violence, he has leffened, if not overpowered, our detef­
tation of his enormities, by our admiration of his fuccefs 

and of his genius. 
DuRING this important tranfaCl:ion of the felf-denying 

Treaty of 
U.xbridge. ordinance, the ncgociations for peace were likewife car-

ried on, though with fmall hopes of fuccefs. The king 
having fent two meff'ages, one from Eveiliam x, another 

from Tavifroke Y, defiring a treaty, the parliament dif­
patchcd commiffioners to 0xford, 'with propofals, as 
high as if they had obtained a compleat viCl:ory z. The 
advantages gained during the campaign, and the great 
difi:reff'es of the royalifis, had much elevated their hopes; 

and they were refolved to repofc no trufl: in men, en"' 
flamed with the highell: animofity againft them, and who, 
were they poffeffed of power, were fully authorized by 
law, to puniili all their opponents as rebels and traitors. 

THE king, when he confidered the propofals and the 

difpofition of the parliament, could not expeCl: any 
accommodation, and had no .. >rofpeB: but of war, or of 
total fubmiffion and fubjeB:ion: Yet, in order to fatisfy 
his own party, who were impatient for peace, he agreed 
to fend the duke of Richmond and earl of Southampton, 

with an anfwer to the propofals of the parliament, and 
at the fame time to defire a treaty upon their mutual 
demands and pretenfions a. It now became neceffary for 

x 4th of July, 1644. Y 8th of Sept. 1E44. z Dugdale, 
P~ 737· Ruth. vol. vi. p. Sso. a Wl;itlocke, p. no, 

him 
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hi'rn to retraB: his former declaration, that the two houfes c H A P. 
LVli. 

at Weflminfi:er were not a free parliament; and accord-...___.,____, 
ingly, he was induced, though with great rcluB:ance, to 1645. 

give them 7 in his anfwer, the appellation of the parlia-

ment of England b. But it appeared afterward . , hy a 

letter, which he wrote to the queen, and of which a 
copy was taken at Nafeby, that he fecretly entered an 

explanatory proteft in his council-book; and he pre-

tended, that, though he had called them the parliament, 
he had not thereby acknowledged them for fuch c. This 

fubtlcty, which has been frequently objeCted to Charles, 
is the moft noted of thofe very few inflances, from 

which the enemies of this prince have endeavoured to 
load him with the imputation of infincerity; and have 

inferred, that the parliament could repofe no confidence 

in his profeffions and declarations, not even in his laws 

and :ftatutes. There is, however, it mufi: be confe.ffed, 

a difference univerfally avowed between fimply giving to 
men the appellation, which they a.ffume, and the formal 

acknowledgement qf their title to it; nor is any thing 

more common and familiar in all public tranfactions. 

THE time and place of treaty being fettled, fixteen 3oth Jan. 

commiffioners from the king met at U xbridge with twelve 
authorized by the parliament, attended by the Scottifh 

commiffioners. It was agreed, that the Scottilh and par­
liamentary commiffioners lhould give in their demands 
with regard to three important articles, religion, the 
militia, and Ireland; and that thefe lhould be fuc-

'- Wbitlocke, P• nr. Dugdale, p. 74S. c His words are, 

" As for my calling thofe at London a parliament, I fhall refer thee to Digby 

" for particular fatisfattion; this in general; If there had been but two 

" bcfides myfelf, of my opinion, I had not done it; and the argument, that 

u prevailed with me was, that the calling did no ways acknowledge them to 

" be a parliament; upon which condition and confiruetion I did it, and no 

" otherwife; and accordingly it is regiflered in the council book•, with the 

" council's unanimou& approb:ltion.'' The .kirg's cabir.et opened. Rulh. 

vo!. vi. p. 943• 

ceffively 
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c H A P. ceffively difcufred in conference with the king's corn ... 
~ miffioners d, It was foon found impracticable to come 

1645· to any agreement with regard to any of thefe arti-

cles. 
IN the fummer 1643, while the negotiations were car-

ried on with Scotland, the parliament had fummoned an 

affembly at "\Vefiminfier, confifl:ing of 121 divines and 
30 laymen, celebrated in their party for piety and learn• 
in g. By their advice, alterations were made in the thirty­

nine articles, or ~n the metaphyfical doCtrines of the 
church; and, what was of greater importance, the li­

turgy was entirely abolilhed, and, in its fread, a new 
rlireCl:ory for worlhip was eftablilhed; by which, fuitably 
to the fpirit of the puritans, the utmofi liberty, both in 
praying and preaching, was indulged to the public 
teachers. By the folemn league and covenant, epifcopacy 
was abjured, as defiructive of all true piety; and a 
national engagement, attended with every circumftance, 
that could render a promife facred and obligatory, was 

entered into with the Scots, never to fuffer its re-admif­
fion. All thefe meafures ihowed little fpirit of accom .. 
modation in the parliament; and the king's commiffion. 
ers were not furprized to find the efiabli£hment of pref• 
bytery and the diretl:ory pofitively demanded, together 
with the fubfcription of the covenant, both by the king 

and kingdom e, 
HAD 

d Whitlocke, p. ur. Dugdale, p. 758. e Such love of con-
tradiCtion prevailed in the: parliament, that they had converted ChrHhnas, 

which, with the churchmen, was a great feftival, into a folemn faft and 

humiliation; " In order," as they faid, " that it might call to remem­
" brance our fins and the fins of our forefathers, who, pretending to cele­

" brate the memory of Chrift, have turned this feaft into an extreme for­

" getfulnefs of him, by giving liberty to carnal and fenfual delights.'' 

Ruili. vol. vi. P• 817. It is remarkable, that, as the parliament abolithed 
all holy days, and feverely prohibited all amufement on the fabbath ; and 

even burned, by the hands of the hangman, the king's book. of fports; the 
n:~tion 
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HAn Charles been of a difpofition to neglect all theo- C H A P. 
LVII. 

logical controverfy; he yet had been obliged, in good~ 
policy, to adhere to epifcopal jurifdiction, not or.'y 164-5• 

bccaufe it was favourable to monarchy, but becaufe all 
his adherents were paffion.~tcly devoted to it ; and to 

abandon them, in \.vhat they regarded as fo im ortant an 

article, was for ever to relinquifh their fricndfhip and 

affifiance. -But Charles had never attained fuch enlarged 
principles. He deemed bilhops effential to the very . 

being of a chrifiian church; and he thought himfelf 

bound, by more facred ties, than thofe of policy, or even 

of honour, to the fupport of that order. His conceffions 

therefore, on this head, he judged fufficient, when he 
agreed, that an indulgence fhould be given to tender 

nation found, that there was no time left for relaxation or diverlion. Upon 

application, therefore, of the lervants and apprenti ce~, the parliament appoint­

ed the fecond Tuefday of every month for play and recreation. Rujh. vol. vii. 

p. 460. Wbitlocke, p. 247· But thefe in lritutions, they found great d:ffi­

culty to execute; and the people were rcfolved to be merry when they them­

felves pleafed, not when the padiament lhould prefcribe it to them, The 

keeping of Chrifimas holy-days was long? .. great mark of malignancy, and 

very feverely cenfured by the C')mmons, Whitlocke, p. 286. Even minctd 

pycs, which cuftom had made a Chrifimas dilh among the churchmen, was re­

garded, during that feafon, as a profane and fuperftitious viand by the fctla­

ries; though at other times it agreeJ very well with their ftomachs. In the 

parliamentary ordinance too, for the obfervance of the fabbath, they infcrtect 

a claufe for the taking down of may-poles, which they called a heathenilh 

vanity. Since we are upon this fubjeCl, it may not be am ifs to mention, 

that, be fide fetting apart Sunday fCJr the ordinance~, as they called them, 

the godly had regular meetings on the Thurfdays for rdolving cafes of C;)n­

{cience, and conferring about their progrefs in grace. \Vhat th ey were 

chiefly anxious about, was the fixing the precife moment of their <'Onver !ion 
or new birth ; and whoever could not afcertain fo difficult a point of calcu­

lation, could not pretend to any title to faintlhip. The profane fcholars at 

Oxford, after the parliament became ma!ters of that town, gave to the 

houfe, in which the zealots affembled, the denomination of Scrvple Shop: 
The zealots, in their turn, infulted the fcholars and prof:ffurs; and, in­

truding into the place of leetures, declaimed againll: human learning, an.i 

challenged the moft knowing of them to prove that their calling was from 

Chrill:. See Wood's Fafti Oxonienfts, p. 740. 

VoL. VII. D confcience$ 
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c H A P. confciences with regard to ceremonies; that the bilhops 
LVII. .n. f' '{id·.n.· d' . 'th "-v--' fhould exercife no acL o JUri tctton or or mat10n, Wl -

1645· out the confent and counfel of fuch prefbytcrs as lhould 
be chofen by the clergy of each diocefe; that they lhould 
refide conftantly in their dioce(e, and be bound to preach 

every Sunday; that pluralities be abolilhed; that abufes 
in ecclefiail:ical courts be redreffed ; and that a hundred 
thoufand pounds be levied on the bilhops' eil:ates and 
the chapter lands, for payment of debts contraB:ed by 
the parliament r. Thefe conceffions, though confider­

able, gave no fatisfaetion to the parliamentary commif­

fioners; and, without abating any thing of their rigour on 
this head, they proceeded to their demands with regard 

to the militia. 
THE king's partizans had all along maintained, that 

the fears and jealoufies of the parliament, after the fecu­
rities fo early and eafily given to public liberty, were 
either feigned or groundlefs; and that no human infii­
tution could be better poized and adjufied, than was now 
the government of England. By the abolition of the 
fiar· chamber and court of high commiffion, the preroga­
tive, they fa id, has loft all that coercive power, by which 
it had formerly fuppreffed or endangered liberty: By th« 
efiablifhment of triennial parliaments, it can have no 
]eifure to acquire new powers, or guard itfelf, during any 

time, from the infpeB:ion of that vigilant affembly : By 
the flender revenue of the crown~ no king can ever attain 
fuch influence as to procure a repeal of thefe falutary 
{latutes : And while the prince commands no military 

force, he will in vain, by violence, attempt an infringe­

ment of laws, fo clearly defined by means of late dif­

putes, and fo paffionately cherilhed by all his fubjetls. 

In this fituation furely, the nation, governed by fo vir­

tuous a monarch, may, for the prefent, remain in tran-

f Dugdale, l'• 779, 78o. 

quillity, 
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quillity, and try, whether it be not poffible, by peaceful c H A P. 

1 d . h h. h . . d d LVII. arts, to e u e that danger, Wlt w 1c , 1t IS preten e , '--v--1 
its liberties are frill threatened. 1645• 

BuT though the royalifis infified on thefe plaufible 

topics, before the commencement of war, they were 
obliged to own, that the progrefs of civil commotions 
had fomewhat abated the force and evidence of this rea­
foning. If the power of the militia, faid the oppofite 

party, be entrufied to the king, it would not now be dif­
ficult for him to abufe that authority. By the rage of 

intefiine difcord, his partizans are inflamed into an ex­

treme hatred againfi: their ant-c1gonifis ; and have con­
traCl:ed, no doubt, fome prejudices againfi popular privi­

leges, which, in their apprehenfion, have been the fource 
of fo much diforder. Were the arms of the fiate, there· 
fore, put entirely into fuch hands; what public fecurity, 
it may be demanded, can be given to liberty, or what 

private fecurity to thofe, who, in oppofition to the letter 
of the law, have fo generoufly ventured their lives in its 

defence? In compliance with this apprehenfion, Charles 

offered, that the arms of the fiate lhould be entrufied, 
during three years, to twenty commiffioners, who iliould 
be named, either by common agreement between him 
and the parliament, or one half by him, the other by the 

parliament. And, after the expiration of that term, he 
infified, that his confritutional authority over the militia 

fhould again return to him g. 

THE parliamentary commiffioners at fidl: demanded, 
that the power of the fword fhould for ever be e:Jtrufred 

to fuch perfons, as the parliament alone fuould appoint h: 

But afterwards, they relaxed fo far, as to require that 
authority only for [even year ; after which it was not 
to return to the king, but to be fettled by bill, or by 

common agreement between him and his parliament i . 

' Dugdale, p. 791. h Ibid. P• 791. i Ibid. p. 8z.o, 

D 2 The 
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c H A P. The king's· commiffioners afked, Whether jealoufies ancl 

~~fears were all on one fide, and whether the prince, from 

1645· fuch violent attempts and pretenfions as he had experi­
enced, had not, at leaft, as great rcafon to entertain ap­

prehenfions for his authority, as they for their liberty ? 
Whether there were any equity, in fecuring only one 
party, and leaving the other, during the fpace of feven 
years, entirely at the mercy of their enemies? Whether, 

if unlimited power were entrufted to the parliament 

during fo long a period, it would not be eafy for them to 

frame the fubfeq uent bill in the manner m oft agreeable to 

themfelves, and keep for ever po!reffion of the fword, as 
well as of every article of civil power and jurifditl:ion k? 

THE truth is, after the commencement of war, it was 
very difficult, if not impoffible, to find fecurity for both 
parties, efpecially for that of the par]iament. Amidfl: 
fuch violent animofities, power alone could enfure fafety; 
and the power of one fide was nece!rarily attended with 
danger to the other. Few or no inftances occur in hif­
tory of an equal, p~aceful, and durable accommodation, 

th<lt has been concluded between two fatl:ions, which had 

been enflamed into civil war. 
WITH regard to Ireland, there were no greater hopes 

of agreement between the parties. The parliament de­
manded, that the truce with the rebels fhould be declared 

null; that the management of the war :lhould be given 
over entirely to the parliament; and that after the con­
queft of Ireland, the nomination of the lord lieutenant 
and of the judges, or in other words the fovereignty of 

that ki.n;;dom, fuould likewife remain in their hands 1. 

WHAT rendered an accommodation more defperate 

was, that the demands on thefe three heads how­
' ever exorbitant, were acknowledged, by the parliamen-

tary commiffioners, to be nothing but preliminaries. 

k Dugdale, p. 877, I Ibid. P• S:z.6, Sz.7. 

After 
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After all thefe were granted, it would be neceffary to C ~v1I.P. · 
proceed to the difcuffion of thofe other demands, frill ~ 
more exorbitant, which, a little before, had been tranf- IE45· 

rnitted to the king at Oxford. Such ignominious terms 

were there infifi:ed on, that worfe could fcarcel y be de-
manded, were Charles totally vanquilhed, a prifoner, 
and in chains. The king was required to attaint and 
except from a general pardon, forty of the mofr confider-
able of his Englilh fubjeets, and nineteen of his Scottifu, 
together with all popifh recufants in both kingdoms, 
who had born arms for him. It was infified, that forty-
eight more, with all the members who had fitten in either 
houfe at Oxford, all lawyers and divines who had em-
braced the king's party, lhould be rendered incapable of 

any office, be forbidden the exercife of their profeffion, be 
prohibited from coming within the verge of the court, 
and forfeit the third of their eftates to the parliament. It 
was required, that whoever had borne arms for the king, 

1hould forfeit the tenth of their efi:aces, or if that did not 

fuffice, the fixth, for the payment of public debts. As 

if royal authority were not fufficiently annihilated by fuch 

terms, it was demanded, that the court of wards fhould 
be aboliilied ; that all the confiderable officers of the 
crown, and all the judges, fhould be appointed by par-

liament; and that the right of peace and war fhould not 

be exercifed without the confent of that affcm bly m. The 
pre!byterians, it mufl: be confefled, after infiHing on fuch 
conditions, differed only in words from the ir.dependents, 
who required the efiablifhment of a pure republic. When 
the debates had been carried on to no purpo[e, during 
twenty days, among the commiffioners, they feparared, 

and returned ; thofe of the king, to Oxford, thofe of the 

parliament, to London • 

.m Ru1h, vol. vi. p. 8 50. Dugdale, P• 737• 
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c H A P. A LITTLE before the commencement of thi~ fruit1efs 
LVJI h 1· h" h ~treaty, a deed was execute<.\ by t e par tament, w tc 

J645. proved their determined refolution to yield nothing, but 
to proceed in the farn«? vi~lent and imperious manner~ 
with which they had, at .firfi, entered o~ thefe dangerous 

Executicn enterprizes. Archbilhop Laud, the rnoft favoured mini· 
of Laud. :fier of the king, was brought to the fcaffold; and in this 

infiance~ the public ~ight fee, that popular affemblies~ 
as, by their very number, they are, in a great meafure, 
exempt from the refiraint of 1hame, fo, when they al[Q 

overleap the bounds of law, naturally break out into 

~as of the greatefi tyranny and injuftice. 

FROM the time, that ~aud had been com~i.tted, the 
houfe of commons, engaged in enterprizes of greater 

moment, had found no leifure to finifu his impeachment~ 
and he had patiently endured fo long an im{>riionment, 

without being brought to any trial. After the union wit~ 
Scotland, the bigotted prejudices of that nation revived 

the like fpirit in England; and the feCl:aries refolved to 
gratify their vengeance in the punilbme~t of this prelate,' 
who had fo long, by his authority, and by the executio~ 
of penal laws, kept their zealous f.pirit under confine­

ment. He was accufed of high treafon, in endeavouring 

to fubvert the fundamental laws, an~ of other hig~ 

~rimes and mifdemeanors. The fame illegality of an 
accumulative crime and a conftruCl:ive evidence, which 
appeared in the cafe of Strafford; the fame violence and 

iniquity in conduCl:ing the trial, are ~enfpicuous through­

out ~he who1e courfe of this profecution. The ground­
~efs charge of popery, though bel,ied by his whole Hfe 
and conduct, was continually urged againft the prifoner; 

~nd_ every error r~ndered unpardonable by this imputation; 
~h1ch was fuppofed to imply the height of all enor­

~it~e~. ~~ This man, my l?.~ds," ~~i~ ferj.eant Wilde, 

~?~~luding 
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toncluding his long fpeech againfl: him, " is like Naa- c H A P. 
LVII. 

" man the Syrian; a great man, but a leper"." ~ 
WE lhall not enter into a detail of this matter, which, J64S• 

:at prefent, feems to admit of little controverfy. It fuf-

fices to fay, that, after a long trial, and the examination 
of above a hundred and fifty witneffes, the common~ 
found fo little likelihood of obtaining a judicial fentence 
againft Laud, that they were obliged to have recourfe to 
their legiflative authority, and to pafs an ordinance for 
taking away the life of this aged prelate. N otwith­
Handing the low conditlon, into which the houfe of 

peers was fallen, there appeared fome intention of re_ 

jetting this ordinance; and the popular leaders were 

again obliged to apply to the multitude, and to eXtin-
guifh, by threats of new tumults, the fmall remains of 
liberty, poffeffed by the upper houfe. Seven peers alone 
voted in this important queftion. The reft, either from 
lbame or fear, took care to abfent themfelves 0 • 

LA un, who had behaved during his trial with fpirit 

and vigor of genius, funk not under the- horrors of his ex· 
ecution; but though he had ufually profelfed himfelf ap .. 
prehenfive of a violent death, he found all his fears to 

be diffipated before that fuperior courage, by which he 
was animated. " No one," fa id he, " can be more wil· 
" ling to fend me out of life, than I am defirous to go." 
Even upon the fcaffold, and during the intervals of his 
prayers, he was haralfed and molefi:ed by Sir John Clot• 
worthy, a zealot of the reigning feet, and a great leader 
in the lower houfe: This was the time he chofe for ex .. 

amining the principles of the dying primate, and tre­
paning him into a confeffion, that he trufied, for his fal .. 
vation, to the merits of good works, not to the death of 
the Redeemer P. Having extricated himfelf from thef~ 

n Rulh. vol. vi. p. S3o. !1 Warwick, p. 1-6g. 
P Rulh. vol. Yi, P• S38, 839• 

P4 theo .. 
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c Ii A P. thcoloo-ical toils, the archbiihop laid his head on the 

~~block~ and it was fevered from the body at one blow q• 

1645• Thofe religious opinions, for which he fuffered, con­

tributed, no doubt, to the courage and confiancy of his 

end. Sincere he undoubtedly was, and however miC­
guided, actuated by pious motives in all his purfuits; 

and it is to be regretted, that a man of fuch fpirit, who 

conduB:ed his enterprizes with fo much warmth and 

indufiry, had not entertained more enlarged views, and 

~mbraced principles more favourable to the general hap-

pinefs of fociety. 
• THE great and important advantage, which the party 

gained by Strafford's death, may, in fome degree, palli­

ate the iniquity of the fentence pronounced againfi: him: 

But the execution of this old infirm prelate, who had fo 

long remained an inoffenfive p ifoner, can be afcribed to 

nothing but vengeance and bigotry in thofe fevere religion­

ifis, by whom the parliament was entirely governed. 

That he defervya · a better fate was not queftioned by any 

reafonable Jrian: The degree of his merit, in other 

refpeB:s, was difputed. Some accufed him of recom­

mending ilavifh doctrines, of promoting perfecution, an~ 
of encouraging fuperfiition ; while others tnought, that 

his conduCt, in thefe three particulars, would admit of 

apology and ~xtenuation. 

THAT the letter of the law, as much as the moft 
flaming court-fermon, inculcates paffive obedience, is 

apparent: And though the fpirit of a limited govern­

ment feems to require, in extraordinary cafes, fame 
mitigation of fo rigorous a doctrine; it muft be con­

feffed, that the preceding genius of the Englilh confl:i­

tution had rendered a miftake in this particular very natu­

ral and excufable. To infliC:l: death at leafr on thofe , 
~·ho depart from the exact line of truth in thefe nice 

'l uefiiots ~ 
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quefl:ions; {o far from being favourable to nationalli- C H A P. 
LVII. berty ;, favours fl:rongly of the fpirit of tyranny and pro-~ 

fcription. 1645. 

ToLERATION had hitherto been fo little the principle 
of any chrifi.ian feel, that even the Catholics, the rem­
nant of the religion profeffed by their fore-fathers, could 
not obtain from the Englilh the leafl: indulgence. This 
very houfe of commons, in their famous remonfirance, 
took care to jufi:ify themfelves, as from the highefl: impu­
tation, from any intention to relax the golden reins of 
9ifcipline, as they called them, or to grant any tolera­
tion r: And the enemies of the church were fo fair from 
the beginning, as not to lay claim to liberty of confcience, 
which they called a toleration for foul murder. They 
openly challenged the fuperiority, and even menaced the 
efl:ablilhed church with that perfecution, which they after­
wards exercifed againfr her with fuch feverity. And if 
the queftion be confidered in the view of policy; though 
a feet, already formed and advanced, may, with good 
reafon, demand a tolerati:on; what title had the puritans 
to this indulgence, who were jufl: on the point of fepa­
ration from the church, and whom, it might be hoped, 
fome wholefome and legal feverities would frill retain in 
obedience s ? 

WHATEVER ridicule, to a philofophical mind, may 
be thrown on pious ceremonies, it mufl: be confeffed, 
~hat, during a very religious age, no infiitudons can be 
more advantageous to the rude multitude, and tend more 
to mollify that fierce and gloomy fpirit of devotion, to 
which they are fubjeCl. Even the Eugli.lh church, though 
it had retained a lhare of popiih ceremonies, may jufily 
be thought too naked and unadorned, and frill to ap­
proach too near the abfl:raCl and fpiritua] religion of the 
puritans. Laud and his a:fTociates, by reviving a f~w 

s See no!e [A J at the end of the volume. 

primitive 
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c H A P. primitive infiitutions of this nature, correCl:ed the error 
~of the fidl: reformers, and prefented to the affdghtened 

J·6tS• and aftonilhed mind, fome fenfible, exterior obfervances; 
which might occupy it during its religious exercifes, and 
abate the violence of its difappointed efforts. The 
thought, no longer bent on that divine and myfterious 
effence, fo fuperior to the narrow capacities of mankind, 
was able, by means of the new model of devotion, to 
relax itfelf in the contemplation of piC\:ures, poftures, 
veflments, buildings ; and all the fine arts, which minif­
ter to religion, thereby received additional encouragement. 
The primate, it is true, conduCl:ed this fcheme, not with 
the enlarged fentiments and cool refle8ion of a legiflator., 
but with the intemperate zeal of a feCl:ary; and by over­
looking the circum:flances of the times, ferved rather to 
enflame that religious fury, which he meant to reprefs. 
But this blemi£h is more to be regarded as a general im­
putation on the whole age, than any particular failing of 
Laud's; and it is fufficient for his vindication to obferve, 
that his errors were the mofr excufable of all thofe, which 

prevailed during that zealous period. 
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M~ntrofe1 s vifiories--Tbe ne2p model of the army 
-Battle of Naftby--Sttrrender of Brijfol 

-'I'he weft fOnquered by Fairfa:<-Defeat of 

Montr~-Ecclf!}iaftical affairs-King goes 

to the Scots at Newark-. -End of the war­

King delivered up by the Scots. 

W HILE the king's affairs declined in England,c HA I\ 

fome events happened in Scotland, which feemed ~ 
~o promife him a more profperous iffue of the quarrel. 1645· 

BEFORE the commencement of thefe civil diforders, Montrofe's 

;he earl of Montrofe, a young nobleman of a diftin- victories. 

guilhed family, returning from his travels, had been in­
~roduced to the king, and had made an offer of his fer-
vices ; but by the infinuations of the marq uefs, after-
wards duke of Hamilton, who poffeifed much of Charles's 
confidepce, he had not been received with that diftinc-
tion, to which he thought himfelf juft1y entitled r. Dif-
gufted with this treatment, he had forwarded all the 
violence of the covenanters ; and agreeably to the natu-
~al ardour of hi~ genius, he had employed himfelf, dur-
ing the firft Scottilb infurrection, with great zeal as well 
~ fuccefs, in levying and conducting their armies. Be-
ing commiffioned by the 'rabies to wait upon the king, 
f{hile the royal army lay at Berwic, he was fo gained by 
~he civilities and careffes of that monarch, that he thence-
forth devoted himfelf entirely, though fecretly, to his 
fervice, and entered into a clofe correfpondence with 
• • I •• 

him, 
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c H A P. him. In the fecond infurrecHon, a great military corn­
~ mand was entrufted to him by the covenanters ; and he 

1645· was the fidl: that paffed the Tweed, at the head of their 
troops, in the invafion of England. He found means, 

' however, foon after to convey a letter to the king : And 
by the infidelity of fome about that prince; Hamilton, 
as was fufpeCl:ed; a copy of this letter was fent to Leven, 
the Scottifh general. Being accufed of treachery, and a 
correfpondence with the enemy; Montrofe openly avowed 
the letter ; and afk.ed the generals, if they dared to call 

their fovereign an enemy: And by this bold and mag­
nanimous behaviour, he efcaped the danger of an imme­
diate profecution. As he was now fully known to 'be of 
the royal party, he no longer concealed his principles ; 
and he endeavoured to draw thofe, who had entertained 
like fentiments, into a bond of affociation for his mafier's 
fervice. Though thrown into prifon for this enterprizeu, 
and detained fome time, he was not difcouraged; but 
frill continued, by his countenance and proteCl:ion, to 

infufe fpirit into the difireffed royalifl:s. Among other 
perfons of difi:inCl:ion, who united themfelves to him, 
was lord Napier of Merchifl:on, fon of the famous inven­
tor of the logarithms, the perfon to whom the title of a 
GREAT MAN is more jufl:ly due, than to any other, 

whom his country ever produced. 
THERE was in Scotland another party, who, profe.ffing 

equal attachment to the king's fervice, pretended only to 
differ with Montrofe about the means of attaining the 
fame end; and of that party, duke Hamilton was the 
leader. This nobleman had caufe to be extremely de­
voted to the king, not only by reafon of the connexion of 

u It is not improper to take notice of a miftake committed by Clarendon, 

mtJ~h to the dlfauvantag'! of this gallant nobleman; that he offered the king, 

when his majeily was in Scotland, to affaffinate Argyle, All the time the 

king was in Scotland, Montrofe was confined to prifon, Rufu. vol. vi. 

p. g8o, 
blood, 
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blood, which united him to the royal family; but on c H A P. 

fi d f . h h" h LVIII. account of the great con dence an . avour, Wit w IC "'---v--J 
he had ever been honoured by his mafier. Being accufed 1645. 

by lord Rae, not without fome appearance or probability, 
of a confpiracy againfi the king; Charles was fo far from 
harbouring fufpicion againfi him, that, the very firfi time 
Hamilton came to court, he received him into his bed­
chamber, and paffed alone the night with him w. But 
fuch was the duke's unhappy fate or conduCt, that he 
efc01ped not the imputation of treachery to his friend and 
fovereign ; and though he at lafi facrificed his life in the 
king's fervice, his integrity and fincerity have not been 
thought by hifiorians entirely free from blemi£h. Perhaps, 
(and this is the more probable opinion) the fubtilties and 
refinements of his conduct and his temporizing maxims, 
though accompanied with good intentions, have been the 
chief caufe of a fufpicion, which has never yet been either 
fully proved or refuted. As much as the bold and vivid 
fpirit of Montrofe prompted him to enterprizing mea-
fures, as much was the cautious temper of Hamilton in-
clined to fuch as were moderate and dilatory. While 
the former foretold, that the Scottifh covenanters were 
fecretly forming an union with the Englilh parliament, 
and inculcated the neceffity of preventing them by fome 
vigorous undertaking ; the latter frill infified, that every 
fuch attempt would precipitate them into meafurcs, to 
which, otherwife, they were not, perhaps, inclined; 
After the Scottilh convention was fummoned without the 
king's authority, the former exclaimed, that their inten .. 
tions were now vifible, and that, if fome unexpected 
blow were not firuck, to diffipate them, they would arm 
the whole nation againfi the king; the latter maintained 
the poffibility of outvoting the difaffecred party, and 
fecuring, by peaceful means, the allegiance of the 
kingJom ". Unhappily for the royal caufe, Hamilton's 

w NaHon, vol. ii. p. 683. x Clar::ndon, vol. iii. p. 380, 381. 
Ru!h, vol. vi. p. gSo, Wiihart, cap. :z, 

2 repre-
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c H A P. reprefentations met with more credit from the king and 
LVIII. M fc d h ~queen, than thofe of ontro e; an t e covenanters 

t64s· were allowed, without interruption, to proceed in all 
their hoftile meafures. Montrofe then hafi:ened to Oxford; 
where his invectives againft Hamilton's treachery, con­

curring with the general prepoffeffion, and fupported by 
the unfortunate event of his counfels, were entertained 
with univerfal approbation. Influenced by the clamour 
of his party, more than his own fufpicions, Charles, as 
foon as Hamilton appeared, fent him prifoner to Pen­
dennis ea file in Cornwall. His brother, Laneric, who 
was alfo put under confinement, found means to make 

his efcape, and to fly into Scotland. 

THE king's ears were now open to Montrofets coun­
fels, who propDfed none but the boldeft and moft daring, 
agreeably to the defperate ftate of the royal caufe in Scot­
land. Though the whole nation was fubjeaed by the 
covenanters, though great armies were kept on foot by 
them, and every place guarded by a vigilant adminiftra­
tion ; he undertook, by his own credit, and that of the 
few friends, who remained to the king, to raife fuch 
commotions, as would foon oblige the malcontents to. 

recal thofe forces, which had fo fenfibly thrown the ba­
lance in favour of the parliament!'. Not difcouraged 
with the defeat at Marfton-moor, which rendered it 
impoflible for him to draw any fuccour from England; 

he was content to ftipulate with the earl of Antrim, a 
nobleman of Ireland, for fome fupply of men from th;lt 
country. And he himfelf, changing his difguifes and 
paffing through many dangers, arrived in Scotland; where 
he lay concealed in the borders of the Highlands, and 
fecretly prepared the minds of his partizans for attempt• 

ing fome great enterprize z. 

Y Wifhart, cap. !• z Clarendol!, vol. V• P• 618. Ruth. \'ol. vi. · 

P· gSl, Wifhart1 c~p. 4• 

No 



CHARLES I. 

No fooner were the Irilh landed, though not exceed- c H A P. 

ing eleven hundred foot, very ill armed, than Montrofe ~ 
dec1ared himfelf, and entered upon that fcene of aClion, 1645· 

which has rendered his name fo celebrated. About eight 

hundred of the men of Athole Rocked to his fi:andard. 
Five hundred men more, who had been levied by the 
covenanters, were perfuaded to embrace the royal caufe :-
And with this combined force, he hafiened to attack lord 
Elcho, who lay at Perth with an army of 6ooo men, 
affembled upon the firft news of the Iri{h invafion. Mon-
trofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided with horfe, 
ill fupplied with arms and ammunition, had nothing to 
depend on, but the courage, which he himfelf, by his 
own example, and the rapidity of his enterprizcs, lhould 
infpire into his raw foldiers. Having received the fire of 
the enemy, which was anfwered chieRy by a volley of 
fi:ones, he rulhed amidft them with his fword drawn, 
thr~w them into confufion, pulhed his advantage, and 
obtained a complete victory, with the flaughter of two 
thoufand of the covenanters a. 

THis viCl:ory, though it augmented the renown of 
Montrofe, encreafed not his power or numbers. The 
far greater part of the kingdom was extremely attached to 
the covenant; and fuch as bore an alfeClion to the royal 
caufe, were terrified by the efiablifhed authority of the 
oppofite party. Dreading the fuperior power of Argyle~ 
who, having joined his vaffals to a force levied by the 
public, was approaching with a confiderable army; Mon­
trofe hafiened northwards, in order to rouze ag::tin the 
marq uefs of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having 
before haftily taken arms, had been infiantly fuppreffed by 
the covenanters. He was joined on his march by the earl 
of Airly, with his two younger fons, Sir Thomas and 
Sir David Ogilvy: The eldeft was, at that time, a 

a Ill cf September, 1644• Rulh, vol. vi p. 983. Wifhart, cap. S• 

prifoner 
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c I-I A P. prifoner with the enemy. He attacked at Aberdeen the 
LVIII. ..__v-J lord Burley, who commanded a force of 2500 men. 
xG.fS. After a lharp combat, by his undaunted courage, which, 

in his fitua+-ion, was true policy, and was alfo not un .. 

accompanied with military fkilt, he put the enemy to 

flight, and in the purfuit did great execution upon them b• 

BuT by this fecond advantage, he obtained not the 

end, which he expetl:ed. The envious nature of Hunt­

ley, jealous of Montrofe's glory, rendered him averfe to 
join an army, where he himfelf mufl: be fo much eclipfed 

by the fuperior merit of the general. Argyle, re-inforced 
by the earl of Lothian, was behind him with a great 
army: The militia of the northern counties, Murray, 

Rofs, Caithnefs, to the number of 5000 men, oppofed 
him in front, and guarded the banks of the Spey, a deep 
and rapid river. In order to elude thefe numerous armies, 
he turned afide into the hills, and faved his weak, but 

aCtive troops, in Badenoch. After fome marches and 

counter-marches, Argyie came up with him at Faivy­
cafi:le. This noblemen's charaCter, though celebrated 

for political courage and conduCt, was very low for mili­
tary prowefs; and after fome fkirmilhes, in which he was 

worfi:ed, he here allowed Montrofe to efcape him. By 
quick marches, through thefe inacceffible mountains, that 

general freed himfelf from the fuperior forces of the 

covenanters. 
SucH was the fituation of Montrofe, that very good 

or very ill fortune was equally defl:ruetive to him, and 
diminiihcd his army. After every vitl:ory, his foldiers, 
greedy of fpoil, but deeming the fmallefi: acquifition to 

be unexhaufied riches, deferted in great numbers, and 

went home to fecure the treafures, which they had ac­

quired. Tired too, and fpent with hafiy and long 
marches, in the depth of winter, through fnowy moun .. 

b ll•h of September, 1644, Rulh, vol. vi. p. 983. Wilhart. cap. 7· 
tains 
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tains unprovided with every nccdfary, they fell ofF, and c HA P. 

left their general a1moft alone with the Irifh, who, hav-~ 
ing no place, to which they could retire, frill adhered to I645• 

him in every fortune. 

WITH thefe, and fomc reinforcements of the Atho1e .. 

men, and Macdonalds whom he had recalled, l\1ontrofe 

fell fuddenly upon Argyle's country, and lrt loofe upon 

it all the rage of war; carrying off the cattle, burning 

the houfes, and putting the inhabitants to the fword. 

This feverity, by which Montrofe fullied his vitl:ories, 

was the refult of private animofity againfl: the chieftain, 

as much as of zeal for the public Caufe. Argyle, col­

lecting three thoufand men, marched in quefl: of the 

enemy, who had retired with their plunder; and he lay 

at lnncrlochy, fuppofing himfelf frill at a confiderable 

difl:ancc from them. The earl of Seaforth, at the head 

of the garrifon of Invernefs, who were veteran foldiers, 

joined to 5000 new levied troops of the northern coun-

ties, preffed the royalifl:s on the other fide, and threat-

ened th~m with inevitable defrruB:ion. By a quick and 

unexpected march, Montrofe hafiened to Inner1ochy, and 

prcfented himfelf in order of battle, before the furprifed, 

but not affrightencd, covenanters. Argyle alone, feizcd 

with a panic, deferted his army, who Hill maintained 

their ground, and ga,·e battle to the royalifl:s. After a 
vigorous refiilance, they were defeated, and purfued with zd Feb. 

great flaughter c. And the power of the Campbells (that 

is Argyle's name) being thus broken; the highlanders, 

who were in general well-affected to the royal caufe, 

began to join 11ontrofe's camp, in great numbers. Sea­

forth's army difperfed of itfelf, at the very terrvr of his 

name. And lord Gordon, elJcfr fon of Huntley, having 

efcaped from his uncle Argyle, who had hitherto de-

tained him, now joined l\1ontrofe, with no contemptible 

c Rulh. vol. vi. p. 985. Wilhart, cap. 8. 
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e H A P. number of his followers, attended by his brother, the 
LVIII, . 

'----v--' earl of Abome. 
J645. THE council at Edinburgh, alarmed at Montrofe's 

progrefs, began to think of a more regular plan of de­
fence, againft an enemy, whofe repeated victories had 

rendered him extremely formidable. They fent for Baillie, 
an officer of reputation, from England; and joining him 

in command with Urrey, who had again inlifted himfelf 

among the king's enemies, they fent them to the field, 
with a confiderable army, againft the royalifis. l\1on­

trofe, with a detachment of 8oo men, had attacked 
Dundee, a town extreme! y zealous for the covenant : 

And having carried it by aifault, had delivered it up to 

be plundered by his foldiers; when Bail lie and U rrey, 
with their whole force, were unexpectedly upon him d. 

His conduct and prefence of mind, in this emergence, 
appeared confpicuous. lnfiantly he called off his foldiers 
from plunder, put them in order, fecured his retreat by 

the mofi fkilful meafures; and having marched fixty 
miles in the face of an enemy much fuperior, without 
ftopping, or allowing his foldiers the leafr fleep or refrefh­

ment, he at laft fecured himfelf in the mountains. 
BAIL LIJZ and U rrey now divided their troops, in order 

the better to condutl: the war againfr an enemy, who fur• 

prifed them, as much by the rapidity of his marches, as 

by the boldnefs of his enterprizes. Urrey, at the head 

· of 4000 men, met him at Alderne, near Invernefs ; and, 
encouraged by the fuperiority of number (for the cove­

nanters were double the royalifis,) attacked him in the 

pofr which he had chofen. Montrofe, having placed his 

right wing in firong ground, drew the bell: of his forces 
to the other, and left no main body between them; a 
defetl: which he artfully conccraled, by 1howing a few 

tnen through the trees and bulhes, with which that ground 

a Rulh, vol. vii. p. :u.S, Wilhart, cap. 9• 
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was covered. That Urrey might have no leifure to per-C H A P. 

ceive the firatagem, he infrantly led his left wing to the~ 
charge; and, making a furious impreffion upon the cove- 16~5· 
nanters, drove . them off the field, and gained a corn-
pleat vitl:ory e. In this battle, the valour of young 

N apier, fon to the lord of that name, 1hone out with 
fignal lufl:re. 

• BAILLIE now advanced, in order to revenge Urrey's 
difcomfiture; but, at Alford, he met, himfelf, with a 
like fate r, Montrofe, weak in cavalry, here lined his 
troops of horfe with infantry; and after putting the ene­
mies' horfe to rout, fell with united for~e upon their foot, 

who were entirely cut in pieces, though with the lofs of 
the gallant lord Gordon on the part of the royalifrs g. 

And having thus prevailed in fo many battles, which his 
vigour ever rendered as decifive as they were fuccefsful; 
he fummoned together all his friends and partizans, and 
prepared himfelf for marching into the fouthern provinces, 
in order to put a final period to the power of the cove­
nanters, and diffipate the parliament, which, with great 
pomp and folemnity, they had fummoned to meet at St. 
J ohnfrone's. 

WHILE the fire was thus kindled in the north of the 
ifland, it Blazed out with no lefs fury in the fouth : The 
parliamentary and royal armies, as foon as the feafon, 
would permit, prepared to take the field, in hopes of 
bringing their important quarrel to a quick decifion. The 

paffing of the felf-denying ordinance had been protraCted 
by fo many debates and intrigues, that the fpring was far 
advanced oefore it received the fantl:ion of both houfes ; 

and it was thought dangerous by many to introduce, fo 
near the time of action, fuch great innovations into the 
army. Had not the puntl:ilious principles of Effex 

e Rulh. vol. vii. P• U9· Wifhart, cap. Jo. 
1 Ruth. Yol. yii. P• U9• Wifhart, cap. 11• 
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c H A P. eng~ed him, amid!l: all the difgufi:s which he receivecf,. 
LVIII. . . · d' h }' h' lt ~to p;y ImpliCit obe 1ence to t e par 1ament; t IS a era-

I64S• tion had not been effetled without fome fatal accident: 
Sine, notwithfi:anding his prompt refignation of the 
comnand, a mutiny was generally apprehended h. Fair­

fax, or more properly fpeaking, Cromwell under his 

nam, introduced, at lafi:, the new model into the army, 
andthrew the troops into a different fhape. From the 
fam: men, new regiments and new companies were 
forned, different officers appointed, and the whole mili­
tary force put into fuch hands, as the independents could 
relyon. Befides members of parliament who were ex .. 
clwed, many officers, unwilling to ferve under the new 
gen:rals, threw up their commiffions; and unwarily faci­
litacd the projetl: of putting the army entirely into the 

hacls of that faction. 
_ ~hough the difcipline of the former parli~mentary 

arny was not contemptible, a more exact plan was intro­

dwed, and rigoroufly executed, by thefe new commanders .. 
Vaour indeed was very generally diffufed over the one 
par:y as well as the other, during this period: Difcipline 

alf• was attained by the forces of the parliament: But the 
pefection of the military art, in concerting. the general 

plms of aC\:ion, and the operations of the field, feerns 
ftil, on both fides, to have been, in a great meafure, 

-w;nting. Hifi:orians at leafi:, perhaps from their own 

ig1orance and inexperience, have not remarked any 

thng but a headlong impetuous conduct; each party 
hrrrying to a battle, where valour and fortune chiefly 
deermined the fuccefs. The great ornament of hiftory, 
dlring thefe reigns,. are the civil, not the military tranf­

ations. 
New model NEVER furely was a more fingular army affembled, 
of the army. t'- h l&in t at which was now fct on foot by the parliament. 

h Ruth, vol, vii, p. u6, xz1, 
T• 
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'To the greater number of the regiments, chaplains were c H A r. 
not appointed: The officers affumed the fpiritual duty,~~ 
and united it with their military functions. Durirg the 1645. 

intervals of action, they occupied themfelves in femons, 
prayers, exhortations ; and the fame emulation, there, 
attended them, which, in the field, is fo neceffiry to 
fupport the honour of that profeffion Rapturous edl:afies 
fupplied the place of :fiudy and refleCtion; and while the 
zealous devotees poured out their thoughts in unpnmedi-
tated harangues, they m ifiook that eloquence, whi<h, to 
their own furprize, a:s well as that of others, flov,;ed in 
upon them, for divine illuminations, and for illaFfcs of 
the Holy Spirit. \Vhcrever they were quartered, they 
excluded the minifier from his pulpit; and, ufurping his 
place, conveyed their fentiments to the audience, w.th all 
the authority, which followed their power, their vllour, 
and their military exploit <:, united to their appearin~ zeal 
and fcrvor. The private foldiers, fcized with the fame 
fpirit, employed their vacant hours in prayer, in peJUfing 
the Holy Scriptures, in gho:fily conferences; when they 
compared the progrefs ot· their fouls in grace, and nutu-
ally fiimulated each other to farther advances in the great 
work of their falvation. When they were marching to 
battle, the whole field rcfounded, as well with pfalms 
and fpiritual fongs adapted to the occafion, as wit1 the 
infrruments of military mufic i; and every man e:Jdea-
voured to drown the fenfe of prefent danger, in tht pro-
fpetl: of that crown of glory, which was fet before him. 
In fo holy a caufe, wounds were c:fieemed meritor:ous; 
~eath, martyrdom; and the hurry and dangers of anion, 
infread of banilhing their pious vifions, rather ferv~d to 
imprefs their minds more :firongly with them. 

THE royalifts were defirous of throwing a ridicule on 
this fanaticifm of the parliamentary armies, wi:hott be-

, i Dugdale. p. 7• Rulh, vo!. vi. p. dr. 
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c H A P. ino- fen!ible how much reafon they had to apprehend its 
LVlii. da~gerous confequences. The forces, affembled by the 
~ king at Oxford, in the weft, and in other places, were 

equal, if not fuperior, in number, to their adverfaries ; 

but atl:uated by a very different fpirit. That licence, 
which had peen introduced by want of pay, had rifen to 
a great heigh~ among them, and rendered them more 

formidable to their friends than to their enemies. Prince 
Rupert, negligent of the people, fond of the foldiery, 
had indulged the troops in unwarrantable liberties: Wil­

mot, a man of diflolute manners, had promoted the fame 
fpirit of diforder : And the licentious Goring, Gerrard, 
Sir Richard Granville, now carried it to a great pitch of 
enormity. In die weft efpecially, where Goring com­
manded, univerfal fpoil and havoc were committed; and 
the whole country was laid wafre by the ,rapine of the 
army. All difiinCl:ion of parties being in a manner 
dropped; the moft devoted friends of the church and 
monarchy wifhed there for fuch fuccefs to the parliamen­

tary forces, as might put an end to thefe oppreffions. 
The country people, defpoiled of their fubfrance, flocked 
together in feveral places, armed with clubs and fiaves; 
and though they profeffed an enmity to the foldiers of 
both parties, their hatred was in mofr places levelled 
chiefly againft the royalifrs, from whom they had met 

with the wodl: treatment. Many thoufands of thefe tu­
multuary pcafants were affembled in different parts of 
England ; who defrroyed all fuch ftraggling foldiers as 

they met with, and much infefted the armies k. 

THE difpofition of the forces on both fides, was as 
follows: Part of the Scottilh army was employed in tak­
ing Pomfret, and other towns in YorkLhire: Part of it 

befieged Carli£le, valiantly defended by fir Thomas Glen-

k Ru1h. vol. vii. p. 5'• 61, 6z. Whitlocke, P• 130, 131. 133. 135• 
Clarendon, vvl. v. p. 665. 
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ham. Chcficr, where Biron commanded, had long been c H A P. 

blockaded by fir William Brcreton; and was reduced to~ 
great difficulties. The king, being joined by the princes, 1645. 

Rupert and Maurice, lay at Oxford, with a confiderabie 
army, about 15,000 men. Fairfax and · Cromwel were 
poftcd at \Vindfor, with the new-modelled army, about 
22,000 men. Taunton, in the county of Somerfet, de-
fended by Blake, fuffered a long fiegc from Sir Richard 
Granville, wh'o command~d an army of about 8oo0 
men; and though the defence had been obfiin~te, the 
garrifon was now reduced to the lafl extremity. Goring 
commanded, in the weft, an army of nearly the fame 

number 1
• 

ON opening the campaign, the king formed the proje8 
of relieving Chefier; Fairfax, that of relieving Taunton. 
The king was fidl: in motion. When he advanced to 
Draiton in Shropfl1ire, Biron met him, and brought in­
telligence, that his approach had raifed the fiegc, and 
that the parliamentary arrny had wi~hdrawn. liairfax, 
having reached Salifbury in his road wefiward, received 
orders from the committee of both kingdoms, <~ppointed 
for the management of the war, to return and Jay fiege 
to Oxford, now expofed by the king's abfence. He 
obeyed, after fending colonel W eldon to the weft, with 
a detachment of 4000 men. On W eldon's approach, 
Granville, who imagined that Fairfax with his whole 
army was upon him,. raifed the fiege, and allowed this 
pertinacious town, now half taken and half burned, to 
receive relief: But the royalifis, being reinforced with 
3000 horfe under Goring, again advanced to Taunton, 
and fhut up Weldon, with his fmall ~rmy, in that rui­
nous place m. 

THE king having affeCled his purpofe with regard to 
Chefi:er, returned fouthwards; and, in his way, fat down 

1 Ru{h, vol. vii, p. 11, 19, &c. m Ibid. P• aS. 
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C H .'\ P. before Leicefier a garrifon of the parliament's. Having 
LVIII ' \.-- __:_.J m?.de a breach in the wall, he fiormed the town on all 

16~5. jitlcs ; and, after a furious affault, the foldiers entered 

fword in hand, and committed all thofe diforders, to 

which their natural violence, efpcci1lly when enRamed 

Pattle of 
Nafeby. 

. by refifiance, is fo much addiCted ". A great booty was 

t:.!~cn and difiri hutcd among them: Fifteen hundred pri­

fo:1c:s fell into the k ing's hands. Thi.s fuccefs, which 

firud. a gr~at terror into the parliamentary party) deter­

mimd Fairfax to leave Oxford, which he was beginning 

to approach; and he marched towards the king, with an 

· intention of offering him battle. The king was advanc­

ing towa;ds Oxford, in order to raife the fiege, which 2 

he ap prc.:hended, was now begun; and both armies, ere 

they were aware, had advanced within fix miles of each 

other. A council of war was called by the king, in order 

to deliberate concerning the mcafurcs, which he ihould 

J!OW purfllc. On the one hand, it feemed more prudent 

to deby the combat; becaufe Gerard, who lay in Wales 

with 3000 men, might be enabled, in a little time, to 

jpin the army; and Goring, it was hoped, would foou 

be mafl:er of Taunton, and having put the weft in full 

fecurity, would then unite his forces to thofe of the king, 

and give him an incontefiible fuperiority over the enemy. 

' On the other hand, prince Rupert, whofe boiling ardour 

frill pu!hed him on to battle, excited the impatient hu­

mour of the nobility and gentry, of which the army was 

full ; and urged the many difficulties, under which the 

royalifis laboured, and from which nothing but a vitlory 

could relieve them: The refolution was taken to give 

battle to Fairfax; and the royal army immediately ad-

vanced upon him. · 

AT Nafeby was fought, with forces nearly equal, this 

deci!ivc and well difputed action, between the king an4 

n Clarendon, vol. v. p. 6 52. 
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~rliament. The main body of the rovalifl:s was com- c I-t A P. 

manded by the king himfelf: The right- wing, by prince~ 
Rupcrt; the left, by Sir Marmaduke Langdale. Fair~ ~6H. 

fax, feconded by Skippon, placed himfelf in the main 

body of the oppofite army: Cromwe1, in the right wing: 

lreton, Cromwel's fon-in-law, in the left. 1 he charge 

was begun, with his ufual celeritr and ufual fuccefs, oy 
prince Rupert. Though Ireton made !tout refifl:ance, 

and even after he was run through the thigh with a pike, 

frill maintained the combat, till he was taken prifoner; 

yet was that whole wing broken, and purfued with pre-

cipitate fury by Rupert: He was even fo inconfi-
derate as to lofe time in fummoning and attacking the 
artillery of the enemy, which had been left with a 

good guard of infantry. The king led on his main body, 

and difplayed, in this action, all the conduCt: of a pru-

dent general, and all the valour of a flout foldier o . 

Fairfax and Skippon encountered him, and well fupported 

that reputation, which they had acq ui;ed. Skippon, be-

ing dangeroufly wounded, was defired by Fairfax to leave 

the field; but declared that he would remain there as 

long as one man maintained his ground P. The infantry 

of the parliament was broken, and preffed upon by the 

king; till Fairfax, with great prefence of mind, brought 

up the referve and renewed the combat. Mean while, 
Cromwel, having led on his troops to the attack of 
Langdale, overbore the force of the royalifrs, and by his 

prudence improved that advantage, , which he had gained 

by his valour. Having purfued the enemy about a quar-
ter of a mile, and detached fome troops to prevent their 
rallying; he turned ba.ck upon the king's infantry, and 
threw them into the utmoft confufion. One regiment 

aJone preferved its order unbroken, though twice defpe .. 

~ately affailed by Fairfax : And that general, excited by • 

Whitlocka, p. 146. P Rulh, vol, vii. p. 43• Whitiocke, P• 145• 

fo 
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c H A P. {o fteddy a refiftance, ordered Doyley, the captain cf his 

'-::::Ill: 1 life-guard, to give them a third charge in front, whie he 

1645· himfelf attacked them in rear. The regiment was bnken. 
Fairfax, with his own hands, killed an enfign, and 2 

having feized the colours, gave them to a foldier tokeep 
for him. The foldier afterwards boafting th::tt he had 
won this trophy, was reproved by Doyley, who hac feen 
the aCl:ion; Let him retain that honour, faid Fairf,x, 1 
havt to·doy acquired enough biftde 'l. 

PRINCE RuPER.T, fenfible too late of his error, left 

the fruitlefs attack on the enemy's artillery, and j>ined 

the king, whofe infantry was now totally difconfited. 

Charles exhorted this body of cavalry not to dcfpair, and 

cried aloud to them, One cbarge more, and we recorur -the 
day r. But the difadvantages, under which they lab(ured, 

were too evident; and they cou d by no means be inluced 
to renew the combat. Charles was obliged to qut the 

•· :field, and leave the viCl:ory to the enemy s. Theflain, 
on the fide of the parliament, exceeded thofe on tle fide 

of the king: They loft a thoufand men ; he not :tbove 
eight hundred. But Fairfax made 500 officers pribners, 

and 4000 private men; took all the king's artillerv and 

ammunition; and totally diffipated his infantry: S• that 

fcarce any victory could be more complete, tha1 that 

which he obtained. 

AMONG the other fpoils, was feized the king's c<binet, 

with the copies of his letters to the queen, whi<h the 
parliament afterwards ordered to be publilhed r. They 
chofe, no doubt, fuch of them as they thought would 

reflea diilionour on him : Yet upon the whole, tle let­
ters are written with delicacy and tendernefs, ard give 
an advantageous idea both of the king's genius ani mo• 
rals. A mighty fondnefs, it is true, and attachmeat, he 

q Whitlocke, P• 145· r Rufh, vol. vii, p. 44• 
a Clarendon, vol. iv, p. 656, iS7• Walker, P• 130, 131• 
t Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 6sS. 
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exorfi"es to his con fort, and often profefles that he never c H A P. 
. h' h lh 1'1': d B LVIII. woud embrace any mea{ures, w IC e Uitapprove : ut '-v---1 

fuch del~rations of civility and confidence are not always 1645. 

to b: taken in a full literal fenfe. And fo legitimate an 
affed:ion, avowed by the laws of God and man, may, 
perlnps, be excufahle towards a wom~n of beauty and 
fpiri, even though lhe w s a papifi u. 

'IHE Athc1.:ans, ha•;ing intercepted a letter written 
by neir enemy, Philip of Macedon, to his wife, Olym­
pia; fo far from being moved by a curiofity of prying 

into:he fccrcts of that relation, immediately fent the let­

ter o the queen unopened. Philip was not their fove­

reigJ; nor were they enflamed v.rith that violent animofity 

agaitfr him, which attends all civil commotions. 

AFTER the battle, the king retreated with that body 

of lorfe, which remained entire, firft to Hereford, then 

to .A.bergave·nny; and remained fome time in \Vales, 

fron the vain hope of raifing a body of infantry in thofe 

haraTed and exhaufted quarters. Fairfax, having firft tith June. 

retalen Leicefter, which was furrendered upon articles, 

begat to deliberate concernipg his future enterprizes. A 
lette was brought him, written by Goring to the king, 
and Linfortunately entrufied to a fpy of Fairfax's. Goring 
ther: informed the king, that, in three weeks, he hoped 
to b: mafter of Taunton; after which he would join his 

majcfiy with all the forces in the weft; and entreated 

u learne has publi!hed the following extrael from a manuicript work of 

Sir Smon D'Ewes, who was ne mean man in the parliamentary party. 

" 01 Thurfday the 3oth and laft day of this inftant June 16~5, I went to 

" W1itehall, purpofely to fee the queen, which I did fully all the time fhe 
" fatat dinner. I perceiv'd her to )le a moft abfolute delicate l~y, -after I 
" ha exatlly furvey'd all the featur~s of her face, much enliven'd by her 
" ra4ant and fparkling black eyes, Bdides, her deportment among her 

" wmen was fo fweet and humble, and her fpeech and looks to her other 
" fevants fo mild and gracious, as I could not abftain from divers deer 

" fethed fighs, to confider, that i11e wanted the knowled'e of the true rtli• 
" gio., See Preface to the Chronicle of Dilnfiable, p. 64. 
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c H. A P. him, in the mean while, to avoid coming to any general 

~aCtion. This letter, which, had it been fafely delivered, 

1645. had probably prevented the battle of N afeby, ferved now 
to direCt: the operations of Fairfax w. After leaving a 

body of 3000 men to Pointz and Roffiter, with orders to 
attend the king's motions, he marched immediately to the 

weft, with a view of faving Taunton, and fuppreffing 

the only confiderable force, which now remained to the 

royalifis. 
IN the beginning of the campaign, Charles, appre-

henfive of the event, ha~ fent the prince of \Vales, then 

fifteen years of age, to the wefi, with the title of general, 

and had given orders, if he ·were preffd by the enemy, 

that he fbould make h 3 efcape into a foreign country, 

and fave one part of the roya: family from the violence of 

the parliament. Prince Rupert had thrown himfelf into 

Brifiol, with an intention of defending that important 

city. Gvring commanded the army before Taunton. 

ON F .tirfax's approach, the fiege of Taunton was 

I 

~oth }Ltly. rai~ed; and the roya: ifrs retired to Lam port, an open 

town in the county of Somerfet. Fairfax attackeci them 

in that poft) beat them from it, killed about 30J men, 

and took 1400 pnfoners x. After this advantage, he fat 
down before Bridgcwatcr, a town efieemed firong, and of 

great confequence in that country. When he had entered 
the outer town by frorm, Windham, the governor, who 

had retired into the inner, immediately capitulated, and 
delivered up the place to Fairfax. The gar;ifon, to the 

~3d July. number of 26oo men, were made prifoners of war. 

F AIRF A x, having next taken Bath and Sherborne, 
refolved to lay fiege to Brifi:ol, and made great pre­

para_tions for an en erprize, wh1ch, from the firength of 

the garrifcn, and the reputation of prince Rupert, the 

governor, was deemed of the lafr importance. But, fo 

w Ru!b. vul. vii. P• 49• x Jbid, vol, vii. P• 55· 
precarious 
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precarious in mofi men is this quality of military courage ! c H A P. 
LVIII. 

a poorer defence was not made by any town, during the '--..r----1 
whole war: And the general expectations were here ex- 1645· 

treme1y difappointed. No fooner had the parliamentary 
forces entered the lines by :fiorm, than the prince capitu-
lated, and furrendered the city to Fairfax r. A few days 
before, he had written a letter to the king, in which he t Ith Sept. 

undertook to defend the place for four months, if no 

mutiny obliged him to furrender it. Charles, who was Surrender 

forming fchemes, and collecting forces, for the relief of 0 f Brifrol. 

Briftol, was aftoniihed at fo unexpected an event, which · 
was little lefs fatal to his caufe than the defeat at Nafe-
by z. Full of indignation, he infiantly recalled all prince 
Rupert's commiffions, and fent him a pafs to go beyond 
fea a. 

THE king's affairs now went fafl: to ruin in all quar­
ters. The Scots, having made themfelves mafl:ers of 
Carlifle b, after an obfiinate liege, marched fouthwards, 
and laid liege to Hereford; but were obliged to raife it on 
the king's approach: And this was the lafl: glimpfe of 
fuccefs, which attended his arms. Havjng marched to 
the relief of Chefier, which was a-new befieged by the 
parliamentary forces under colonel Jones; Pointz at-
tacked his rear, and forced him to give battle. While z4th Sept. 

the fight was continued with great obfiinacy, and viClory 
feemed to incline to the royalifis; Jones fell upon them 
from the other fide, and put them to rout, with the lofs 
of 6oo flain and 1000 prifoners c. The king, with the 
remains of his broken army, fled to Newark, and thence 
efcaped to Oxford, where he ihut himfelf up during the 
winter feafon. 

1 Ruih, vol. vii. p. 83. z Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 6go. Walker, 
P• 137· a Clarendon1 vol, iv, p. 695• b 28th of June • 
. ~: Rulh. ''ol, vii. p. JI7. 
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C H . A P. THE news, which he received from every quarter; 
LVIII. r h · h .tr. d h . '---.r--" were no lefs fatal than tho1e events, w IC pane , w ere 
1645. he himfelf was prefent. Fairfax and Cromwel, after the 

furrender of Briftol, having divided their forces, the 
former marched wefl:wards, in order to corn plete the con­
que:ft of Devonihire and Cornwal; the latter attacked the 
king's garrifons which lay to the eafi of Briftol. The De­
vizes were furrendered to Cromwcl ; Berkeley cafile \Vas 
taken by ftorm; Winchefrer capitul~ted; Bafing-houfe 

was entered fword in hand: And all thefe middle coun­

ties ofEngland were, in a little time, reduced to obedi• 

1646• 
The welt 
conquo::red 
by Fairfax. 

Jgth Feb. 

ence under the parliament. 

THE fame rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs attended 

Fairfax. The parliamentary force <: , elated by paft vic­

tories, governed by the mofr rigid difcipline, met with 

no equal oppofition from troops, difmaycd by repeated 

defeats, and corrupted by licentious manners. After 

beating up the qua~ters of the royalifls at Bovey-Tracy, 

Fairfax fat down before Dartmouth, and in a few days 

entered it by ftorm. Poudram caftle being taken by him; 

and Exeter blockaded on all fides ; Hopton, a man of 
merit, who now commanded the royalifis, having ad­

vanced to the relief of that town with an army of 8ooo 
men, met with the parliamentary army at Torrington; 

whire he was defeated, all his foot difperfed, and he him­

felf with his horfe obliged to retire into Cornwal. Fair­

fax followed him, and vigorouily purfued the viCl:ory. 

Having inclofed the royaliil:s at Truro, he forced the 

whole army, confifting of 5000 men, chiefly cavalry, to 
furrender upon terms. The foldiere, delivering up their 

horfes and arms, were allowed to difband, and received 

twenty {billings a-piece, to carry them to their refpetl:ive 

abodes. Such of the officers, as defircd it, had paffes to 

retire beyond fea: The others, having promifcd never 
more 
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more to bear arms, paycd compofitions to the palliament d, c H A P. 
and procured their pardon c, And thus Fairfax, after~ 
taking Exeter, which completed che conquefi: of the weft, J646. 

marched, with his viCl:orious army, to the centre of the 
kingdom, and fixed his camp at Newbury. The prince 
of Wales, in purfuance of the king's orders, retired to 
Scilly, thence to Jerfey; whence he went to Paris; where 
he joined the queen, who had fled thither from Exeter, at 
the time the earl of Efiex conduCted the parliamentary 
army to the weft. 

IN the other parts of England, Hereford was taken by 
furprize: Chefter furrendered: Lord Digby, who had 
attempted, with 1200 horfe, to break into Scotland and 
join Montrofe, was defeated at Sherburn, in Y orklhire, 
by colonel Copley; his whole force was difperfed; ani! 
he himfelf was obliged to fly, firfi: to the ifle of Man, 
thence to Ireland. News too arrived that Montrofe 
himfelf, after fome more fuccefies, was at laft ro"uted ; 
and this only remaining hope of the royal party finally 
extinguilhed. 

WHEN l\1ontrofe defcended into the fouthern coun­
ties, the covenanters, affembling their whole force, met 
him with a numerous army, and gave him battle, but 
without fuccefs, at Kilfyth f. This was the moft com­
plete viB:ory that Montrofe ever: o.btained. The royalitls 
put to fword fix thoufand of their enemies, and left the 
covenanters no remains of any army in Scotland. The 
whole kingdom was lhaken with thefc repeated fuccefies 
of Montrofe; and many noblemen, wbo fecret1y favoured 
the royal caufe, now declared openly for it, when they 
faw a force able to fupport them. The marquefs of 

d Thefe co:r.pofitions were d1frerent, according to the demerits of the per­
{on: But by a vote of the houfe they could not be under 'two yea:s rent of the 
elinquent's efiate. Journ. uth of .'\ugull: 164S. Whitlocke, P• x6o. 

• Ruin. vol, vii, P• 1cS. f lS h Aus~ft, 1645• 

Douglafs, 
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C H A P. Douglafs, the earls of Annandale and Hartfield, the lords 
LVIII. M c . h h ......_r-J Flcming, Seton, aderty, arnegy, w1t many ot ers, 
1646. flocked to the royal ~andard. Edinburgh opened its 

gates, and gave 1 iberty to all the prifoners, there detained 

by the covenanters. Among the refi, was lord Ogilvy, 
fon of Airly, whofe family had contributed extremely to 

the vicrory, gained at Kilfyth g. 

DAVID LESLY was detached from the army in Eng-

~efeat of 
Montrofe. 

land, and marched to the relief of his difireffed party in 
Scotland. Montrofe advanced frill farther to the fouth, 

allured by v2.in hopes, both of rouzing to arms the earls 

of Hume, Traquaire, and Roxborough, who had pro­

mifed to join him; and of obtaining from England fome 

fupp1y of cavalry, in which he was deficient. By the 

negligence of his fcouts, Lefly, at Philip-haugh in the 
Forrefi, furprized his army, much dimini!hed in num­

bers, from the defertion of the Highlanders, who had 
retired to the hills, according to cufiom, in order to 
fecure their plunder. After a £harp confliCl:, where Mon-
trofe exerted great valour, his forces were routed by 
Lefly's cavalry h: And he himfelf was obliged to fly with 
his broken forces into the mountains; where he again 
prepared himfelf for new battles and new enterprizes 1. 

THE covenanters ufed the victory with rigour. Their 

prifoners, Sir Robert Spotifwood, fecretary of frate, and 
fon to the late primate, Sir Philip Niibet, Sir William 

Rollo, colonel Nathaniel Gordon, A~drew Guthry, fon 
of the bi!hop of Murray, William Murray, fon of the 
earl of Tullibardine, were condemned and executed. 

The fole crime, imputed to the fecretary, was his deli­

vering to Montrofe the king's commiffion to be captain­
general of Scotland. Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken 
prifoner,_ would have undergone the fame fate, had not 

g Rulh. vol. vii, p. 230, ~31• 'wilhart, cap. 13. 

h 13th of Sept. J 64 5• i Rufh. vol, vii. p. z 3 t. 
1 his 
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his :lift:er found means to procure his efcape, by changing C R ~ P. 

c1oaths with him. For this infiance of courage and dcx-~ 
terity, 1he· met with har1h ufage. The clergy folicited 1646. 

the parliament, that more royalifis might. be executed~ 
but could not obtain their requeft k. 

AFTER all thefe repeated difafiers, which every where 
befel the royal party, there remained only one body of 

troops, on which fortune could exercife her rigour. Lord z:&d Marc• 

Aftley with a fmall army of 3000 men, chiefly cavalry, -
marching to Oxford, in order to join the king, was met 
at Stowe by colonel Morgan, and entirely defeated; him-
felf being taken prifoner. " You have done your work," 
faid Afiley to ~he parliamentary officers; " and may now 
u go to play, unlefs you choofe to fall out among your-

u felves 1." 

THE condition of the king, during this whole winter, 

wa~, to the laft degree, difafhous and melancholy. As 
the dread of ills is commonly more oppreffive than their 
real prefence, perhaps in no period of his life was he 

more jufrly the object of compaffion. His vigour of mind, 

which, though it fome_timcs failed him in aC!ing, never 

deferted him in his fufferings, was what alone fupported 

him; and he was determined, as he wrote to lord Digby, 

if he could not live as a king to die like a gentleman; 
nor fhould any of his friends, he faid, ever have reafon 

to blulh for the prince, whom they had fo unfortunately 
ferved m. The murmurs of difcontentcd officers, on the 
one hand, haraffed their unhappy fovereign; while they 

over-rated thofe ferviccs and fufferings, which, they now 

k Guthry's Memoirs, Rulh. \'Ol. vii, p. Z3~· 1 Rufh, vol. vii. 

I'• 141. It was the fame Afiley, who, b:for:: he charged at the battle of 

Edgehill, made this Cho rt prayer, 0 Lord! th'u kr.o-tv:ft how hufy I mtifl be this 

day. If I forget tbce, do r.o t thou forget me. And with that rofe up, and 

cry'J, March o,, boys! \Varwic, p. zzg. There were certainly much 
longer pr~ye rs faid1n the parliamentary army; but I doubt, if there was fo 

sood a one. m Catt~'s Ormond, vol. iii, N°, 433• 

Vox;. VII. F faw, 
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c H A P. faw mufr for ever, go unrewarded"· Ths affeaionate 
LVIU ' ' · f. d ~ dut{, on the other hand, of hts more generous ncn s, 
1646. wh) refpeaed his misfortunes and his virtues, as much as 

his:lignity, wrung his heart with ·a new forrow; when he 
reffeted, that fuch difinterefred attachment would fo foon 
oe ~xpofed to the rigour of his implacable enemies. Re-

. pe:ted attempts, which he made for a peaceful and equi­

taoe accommodation with the parliament, ferved to no 
pu:pofe, but to convince them, that the vitl:ory was en­

tinly in their hands. They deigned not to make the leaft 

· re~y to fcveral of his meffages, in which he defired a 
p~fport for commiffioners 0 • At lafi, after ·reproaching 

- bin with the blood fpilt during the war, they told him, 

th:t they were preparing bills for him ; and his paffing 
, thm would be the befi pledge of his inclination towards 

pe:ce: In other words, he mufi yield at difcretion P. 

He defired a perfonal treaty, and offere-d to come to Lon­
om, upon receiving a fafe conduCt for himfelf and his 
atendants: They abfolutely refufed him admittance, and 
iffted orders for the guarding, that is, the feizing of his 
pefon, in cafe he fuould attempt to vi fit them q• A new 
in:ident, which happened in Ireland, ferved to enflame 
tre minds of men, and to encreafe thofe calumnies, with 
w~ich his enemies had fo much loaded him, and which 

he ever regarded as the mofi grievous part of his misfor­

tmes. 
AFT ER the ceffatio; with the Iri{h rebels, the king 

wts defirous of concluding a final peace with them, and 
oltaining their affifrance in England: And he gave 
a1thority to Ormond, lord lieutenant, to promife them 
at. abrogation of all the penal laws, enaCted againfr ca­
tlolics; together with the fulipenfion of Poininrrs' ftatute 

b ' 

n ~alker, P:.l47• 0 Ru{h, vol. vii. P• us, &c. 
P Ib1d. vol. vu.'. p. 217. 219. Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 744• 
'i Rufh . vol. vu. P· :&49• l:larendon, vol. iv, p. 741. 

with 
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ith regard to fome particular bills, which lh>ulJ beC H A P. 

d L d, H I LVIII • . agree on. or erbert, created earl of Glanorgan, ~ 
(though his patent had not yet paffed the feals)having 1646 • . 

occafion for his private affairs to go to heland, t1e king 
confidered, that this nobleman, being a catholic arrl allied 
to the b~ft Irilh families, might be of fervicc: lie alfo 
forefaw, that farther conceffions with regard to eligion 
might ' probably be demanded by the bigotted Irifl; ana 
that, as thefe conceffions, however neceffary, wotld give 
great (candal to the protefiant zealots in his thre: king-
doms, it would be requifitc, both to conceal then dur-
ing fome time, and to preferve Ormond's characer, by 
giving private orders to Glamorgan to conclUie and 
fign thefe articles. But as he had a · bet.ter opi1ion of 
Glamorgan's zeal and affeCtion for his fervice, ban of 
his capacity, he enjoined him to communicate all his 
meafures to OrmOJid; and though the final concldion of 
the treaty mufi be executed only in Glamorgam own 
name, he . was required to be direCted, in the ficps to-
wards it, by ~he opinion of the lord lieutenant. Gla-
morgan, bigotted to his religion, and paffionate or the 
king's fervice, but guided in thefe purfuits by no nanner 
of 'judgment or difcretion, fecretly:, of himfelf, ~ithout 
any communication with Ormona, concluded a peace 
with the council of Kilkenny, and agreed in theking·s 
name, that the Irifh !hould enjoy all the churcles, of 
:which they had ever bc~n in poffeffion, fince th« com­
mencement of their infurreetion; on condition th;t they 
fuould ~ffift the king in England with a body of teuhou-
fand men. ~his tranfaCl:ion was difcovcred by aerident. 
'!J'be titular archbi{hop of Tuam being killed by 1 fally 
of the garrifon .of Sligo, the articles of the treaq were 
found among his b:tggage, and were immediate!) pub-
liilied every where, and copies of them fent ov~rto the 

F 2 Engli!h 
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c H A P. Engliili parliament r. The lord lieutenant and lord 
~ Digby, forefeeing the clamour which would be raifed 

1646. againfr the king, committed Glamorgan to prifon, charged 
him with treafon for his temerity, and maintained, that 
he had aCted altogether without any authority from his 
mafter. The Englifh parliament however negleaed not 
fo favourable an opportunity of reviving the old clamour 
with regard to the king's favour of popery, and accufed 
him of delivering over, in a manner, the whole kingdom 
of Ireland to that bated feet. The king told them, 
" That the earl of Glamorgan having made an offer 
" to raife forces in the kingdom of Ireland, and te 
'' conduCl: them into England for his majefry's fer­
'' vice, had a commiffion to that purpofe, and to that 
'-' purpofe only, and that he had no commiffion at all to 
'' treat of any thing elfe, without the privity and direc­
~' tion of the lord lieutenant, much lefs to capitulate 
'' any thing concerning religion, or any property belong­
~' ing either to church or laity •." Though this decla­
ration feems agreeable to truth, it gave no fatisfaaion t• 
the parliament; and fome hiftorians, even at prefent, 
when the ancient bigotry is fomewhat abated, are defirous 
of reprefenting this vecy innocent tranfaetion, in which 
the king was engaged by the mofr violent neceffity, as a 
:thin on the memory of that unfortunate prince t. 

HAVING loft all hope of prevailing over the rigour of 
the parliament, either by arms or by treaty, the only 

fefource, which remained to the king, was derived froni 
the intefrine diffentions, whjch ran very high among hia 
,nemies. Prefbyterians and independents, even before 
~heir vitlory was fully corn pleated, fell into contefts about 

r Ru!h. vol. v!i. p. 2.39• • Birch., p, II!J• 
t_ ~~ note [B] at the end of the volu~ne,. 

the 
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the divifion of the fpoil; and their religious as weU as c H A P. 
LVI'I. 

tivil difputes agitated the whole kingdom. ~ 

THE parliament, though they had early aboli!hed 1 646. 

epifcopal authority, had not, during fo long a time, fub· 

ftituted any other fpiritual government in its place; and 

their committees of religion had hitherto affumed the 

whole ecclefiaftical jurifdit:l:ion: But they now efiabli!hed, 

by an ordinance, the prefbyterian model in all its forms 

of congregational, clajfical, provincial, and national affcm- Ecclefialli­

blies. All the inhabitants of each parifu were ordered to cal affai1i. 

meet and chufe elders, on whom, together with the 

minifl:er, was bellowed the entire direction of all fpiri-

tual concerns within the congregation. A number of 

neighbouring pari!hes, commonly between twelve and 

twenty, formed a claffis; and the cour~, which governed 

this divifion, was compofed of all the minifiers, toge-

ther with two, three, or four elders chofen from each 

pari!h. The provincial affembly retained an infpeCl:io~ 

over feveral neighbouring clalfes, and was <:ompofed en-
tirely of clergymen: The national affembly was confri-

tuted in the fame manner; and its authority extended 

over the whole kingdom. It is probable, that the tyranny~ 

exercifed by the Scotifh clergy, had giveiL warning not 

to allow laymen a place in the provincial or national 

affemblies; lefi the nobil.ity and more confiJerable gen-

try, foliciting a feat in thcfe great ccclcfiaH:ical coutts, 

{hould befiow a confidcration upon them, and render 

them, in the eyes of the multitude, a rival to the parlia-

ment. In the inferior courts, the mixture of the laity 

might ferve rather to temper the ufual zeal of the clergy 11
• 

BuT though the prefbyterians, by the efl:abli!hment of 

rarity among the ecclefiaftil.s, were fo far gratifi d, they 

W~fe denied fatisfaction in feveral other points, 011 \Vhich 

f 3 they 
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c H A P. they :were extremely intent. The affembly of divines 
LVIII. f d' . . h Th 1' '-..r---l had voted prefbytery to be o 1vme ng t: e par 1a-

J646. mcnt rcfufed their affcnt to that decifion w. Selden, 
Whitlocke, and other political reafoners, affifl:ed by the. 

independents, had prevailed in t~is important deliberation. 

They thought, that, had the bigottcd religionifts been 

able to get their heavenly charter recognized, the pre£by_ 

ters would foon become more dangerous to the magi!hate 

than had ever been the prelatical clergy. Thefe latter, 

while they claimed to themfelves a divine right, admitted 

of a like origin to civil authority: The former, chal­

lenging to their own order a celefiial pedigree, derived 

the legiflative power from a fource no more dignified than 

the voluntary affociation cf the people. 

UNDER colour of keeping the facraments from profa­

nation, the clergy of all chrifi:ian feB:s had aflumed, what 

they call the power of the keys, or the right of fulmi­

nating excommunication. The exaf!Iple of Scotland was 

a fufficien t lefl'on for the parliament to ufe precaution in 

guarding againft fo fcvere a tyranny. They determined, 

by a general ordinance, all the cafes in which excom­

munication could be ufcd. They allowed of appeals to 
parliament from all ecclefiafiical courts. And they ap­

pointed commiffioncrs in every province to judge of fuch 

cafes as fell not within their general ordinance"· So 
much civil authority, intermixed with the ecclefiafiical, 

gave difgufi to all the zealots. 
BuT nothing was attended with more univerfal fcandal 

than the propenfity of many in the parliament towards a 

toleration of the proteftant fe8:aries. The preibyterians 

exclaimed, that this indulgence made the church of Chrift 

refemble N oah's ark, and rendered it a receptacle for all 

uncl-ean heafls. They intificd, that the leafi of Chrifi's 

v: \Vhitlocke, p. xo6. Rulh. vol. vii. p. ~6o, z6.r. 

" R •lih, vol. vii. p. :no. 

truths 
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truths was fuperior to all political confiderations r. They c H A P. 
• . . . • LVIIT. 

mamtamed the eternal obllgat10n tmpofed by the covenant '-V---J 

to extirpilte herefy and fchifm. And they menaced all I646. 

their opponents with the fame rigid perfecut~on, under 

which they themfelves had groaned, when held in fub­

jcCl:ion by the hierarchy. 

So great prudence and referve, in fuch material points, 
does great honour to the parliament; and proves, that, 

notwithfianding the prevalency of bigotry and fanaticifm, 

there were many members, who had more enlarged views, 

and paid regard to the civil intere:lls of fociety. Thefe 

men, uniting themfelves to the enthufia:lls, whofe genius 
is naturally averfe to clerical ufurpations, exercifed fo 

jealous an authority over the affembly of divines, that they 

allowed them nothing but the liberty of tendering., advice, 

and would not entruft them even with the power of eleCl:­
ing their own chairman or his fubftitute, or of fupplying 
the vacancies of their own members. 

WHILE thefe difputes were canvaffed by theologians, 

who engaged in their fpirituaJ conte:lls every order of the 

flate; the king, though he entertained hopes of reaping 

advantage from thofe divifions, was m'uch at a lofs which 

fide it would be mofi for his interefi to comply with. The 

prefbyterians were, by their principles, the leafi averfe to 
regal authority; but were rigidly bent on the extirpation 

of prelacy: The independents \\'ere refolute to lay the 

foundation of a republican government; but as they pre­

tended not to erect themfelves into a national church, it 

might be hoped, that, if gratified with a toleration, they 

would admit the re-efiablilhment of the hierarchy. So 

great attachment had the king to epifcopal jurifditl:ion, 
that he was ever inclined to put it in balance even with 

his own power and kingly office. 

Y Rulh. vol. vii. P• 3oS. 

F4 Bu-r 
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C H A P. BuT whatever advantage he might hope to reap frolll 
LVHI. h d .. fi . h 1. t h e '---v--' t e 1v1 tons m t e par 1amentary par y, e was appr -

1646. henfive, left it fuould come too late, to favc him from 
the deftruB:ion, with which he was in£l:antly threatened_ 

Fairfax was approaching with a powerful and victorious. 
army, and was taking the proper meafures for layipg 

fiege to Oxford, which muft infallibly fall into his hands. 

To be taken captive, and led in triumph by his infolent 

enemies, was what Charles jufily abhorred ; and every 

infult, if not violence, was to be dreaded, from that en":' 

thufiaf1ic foldiery, who hated his perfon, and defpifed his 

dignity. In this defperate extremity, he embraced a 

meafure, which in any other fituation, might lie under 

the imputation of imprudence and indifcreti<?n· 
MoNTREVILLE, the French minifier, interefted for the 

king more by the natural fentiments of humanity, than 

any in£l:ruCl:ions from his court, which fcemed rather to 
favour the parliament, had folicited the Scottifu generals 

:tnd commiffioners, to give proteCtion to their difireffed 

fovereign; and having received many general profdlions 

tnd promifes, he had always tranfmitted thefe, perhaps 

with fome exaggeration, to the king. From his fuggef­

tions, Charles began to entertain thoughts of leaving 

Oxford, and flying to the Scottifu army, which at that. 

time lay before Ncwa.rk z. He confidered, that the 

Scottifu nation had oeen fully gratified in all their de­

mands; and having already, in their own country, an­

nihilated both epifcopacy and regal authority, had no 
farther conceffions to exaCt from him. In all difputes, 

which had paired about fettling the terms of peace, the 

Scots, he heard, had ftill adhered to the milder fide, ~nd 
had endeavoured to foften the rigour of the Englilh par­

liament. Great difgufts alfo, on other accounts, had 

taken pla<:e between the nations ; and the Scots found, 

t Cllrendon, vol. iv. p. 750. vol. v. p. 16. 

8 tha~ 
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~at, in proportion as their affiftance became lefs necef,. c ti A P. 
LVIH. 

kry, lefs value was put upon them. The progrefs of 1 --....1 

the independents gave them great alarm ; and they wen~ 1l4j,. 

fcandalized to hear their beloved covenant fpoken of~ 

~very day, with lefs regard and reverence. The refufal 
Qf a divine right to preibytery, and the infringing of 
ecclefiafiical d1fcipline "from political confiderations, were, 
to them, the fubjetl: of much offence: And the kin' 
hoped? thqt, in their prefent difpofition, the fight of their 

pative pripce, flying to them in this extremity of difirefs, 
would rouze every fpark of generofity in their bofom, 
~nd procure him their favour and proteCtion. 

THAT he might the better conceal his intentions, 
Qrders were given at every gate in Oxford, for allowin~ 

~hree perfons to pafs ; and in the night, the king, accom­
panied by none but Dr. Hudfon and Mr. Afhburnham, 
went out at that gate, which leads to London. He rode 
before a portmanteau, and called himfclf Afhburnham's 

fcrvant He paffed through Henley, St. Albans, and 

came fo pear to London as Harrow on the Hill. He once 

entertained thoughts of entering into that city, and or 
throwing himfelf on the mercy of the parliament. But 
at l_aft, after paffing through many crofs roads, he arrived 

at the Scottifh camp be tore N ewark "'· The parliament, sth Mat4 

hearing of his efcape from Oxford, iffued rigorous orders, 
and threatened with infi:ant death, whoever thould har-
bour or conceal him b. 

THE Scottifh generals and c~mmiffioners affetl:ed great King goet 

furprize on the appearance of the king: And though they to theScotcla 

payed hiln all the exterior refpeCl: due to his dignity, they~:!':~ 
infiantly fet a guard upon him, under colour of protec-
tion; and made him in reality a prifoner. They in .. 

formed the Englifu parliament of this unexpetl:ed inci ... 

pent., and affured them, t~at t~ey had entered into ne 

lt Whitlocke, p~ ~09• 

private 
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c H A P. pr_ivate treaty with the king. They applied to him for 
LVBI. orders to Bellafis, governor of N ewark, to furrender that 

~town, now reduced to extremity; and the orders were 

inftantly obeyed. And hearing, that the par~ iament hid 

claim to the entire difpofal of the king's perfon, :n. 1 that 

the Engli:!h army was making fame mottons to :vard& hem; 
they thought proper to retire northwards, "'nd to fix their 

• 

camp at N ewcaftle c. 

THIS meafure was very grateful ro the king; and he 

began to entertain hopes of protetlion from the Scots. 

He was particulady attentive to the behaviour of their 

preachers, on whom all depended. It was the mode of 

that age to make the pulpit the fcene of news; and on 

every great event the whole fcripture was ranfacked by 

the clergy, for paffages applicable to the prefent occafion. 

The firft minifter who preached before the king, chafe 

thefe words for his text. " And behold all the men of 
' " Ifrael came to the king, and faid unto him, Why have 

" our brethren the men of J udah, fiolen thee away, and 

" have brought the king and his houihold, and all 

" David's men with him, over Jordan? And all the 

'' men of J udah anfwered the men of lfrael, Becaufe 

" the king is near of kin to us ; wherefore then be ye 
" angry for this matter ? Have we eaten at all of the 

" king's coft? or hath he given us any gift? And the 

'' men of Ifrael anfwered the men of J udah, and faid, 

'' We have ten parts in the king, and we have alfo more 
" right in David than ye: \Vhy then did ye defpife us, 

" that our advice fuould not be firft had in bringing back 

.. " our king? And the words of the men of Judah were 
" fiercer than the words of the men of Ifrael d.'' But 
the king foon found, that the happinefs chiefly of the 

allufion had tempted the preacher to employ this text, 

c Rulh. vol. vii. p. z7J, Clarendon, vol. v. p. 2.3. 
d s Sam, chap, xix. 41, 4z, and 43 verfe$. See Clarendon1 vol. v. 

P• 2.3, ~4· and 
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and that the covenanting zealots were no wife pacified c H A P. 

d h. A h h f h. h. LVIII. towar s tm. not er preac er, a ter reproac mg 1m '--v---1 
to his face, with his mifgovernment, ordered this pfalm 1646. 

to be fung; 

Why d?fl tbou, tyrant, boa.Jl thyft!f 
Thy wicked deeds to praifi : ' 

The king flood up, and called for that pfalm which be­
gins with thefc words, 

Have mercy, Lord, on me, I pray; 
For mm would me devour : 

The good-natured audience, in pity to fallen m~jefiy, 
fuowed, for once, greater deference to the king than to 
the minifter, and fung the pfalm, which the former had 
called for e. 

CHARLES had very little reafon to be pleafed with his 
fituation. He not only found himfe)f a prifoner, very 
flri81y guarded: All his friends were kept at a diftancc; 
and no intercourfe, either by letters or converfation, was 
allowed him with any one, on whom he could depend, 
or who was fufpeCl:ed of any attachment towards him. 
The Scottilh generals would enter into no confidence with 
him ; and frill treated him with difiaht ceremony and 
feigned refpeCl:. And every propofa1, which they made 
him, tended farther to his abafement and to his ruin r. 

THEY required him to iffue orders to Oxford, and all 
his other garrifons, commanding their furrender to the 
parliament: And the king, fenfible that their rdiftance 
was to very little purpofe, willingly complied. 1~he 

terms, given to moft of them, were honourable; and 
.f"'airfax, as far as it lay in his power, was very exact in 
pbferving them. Far from allowing violence; he would 

c Whitlocke, p. 234• f Clarendon1 vol. v. p. 30. 

3 not · 
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c; H A P. not even permit infults or triamph over the unfortunate 
~u. , royalill:s; and by his generous humanity, {o cruel a civil ' 

J64-6• war was ended, in appearance, very calmly, between the 

parties. 
ORMONP having received like orders, delivered Dub-

lin, and other forts, into the hands of the parliamentary 
officers. Montrofe alfo, after having experienced ftiU 
more variety of good and bad fortune, threw down his 

• arms, and retired out of the kingdom~ 
'TilE marquefs of Worcefter, a man paft eighty-four 

\was the laft in England that fubmitted to the authority of 
the parliament. He defended Raglan cafile to extremity; 
t.nd opened net its gates till the middle of Augllft Four 
years, a few days excepted, were now elapfed, fince the 
'king firft ereCl:ed his ftandard at Nottingham g. So long 
bad the Britiih nations, by civil and religious quarrels, 
been occupied in fhedding th~ir own blood, and laying 

wafte their native country. 
THE parliament and the Scots laid their propofal~ 

before the king. They were fuch as a captive, entirely 
~t mercy, could expeCl: from the moft mexorable viCl:or; 
Yet were they little worfe than what were infified on 
before the battle of Nafeby. The power of the fword, 
infiead of ten, which the king now offered, was demanded 
for twenty years, together with a right to levy whatever 
money the parliament fuould think proper for the fupport 
of their armies. The other conditions were, in the main, 
the fame with thofe which had formerly been offered to 

the king h. 

CHARLES faid, that propofals, which introduced fucb 
important innovations in the conftitution, demanded tim~ 
for deli~eration: The commiffioners replied, that he mu{\ 
give his anfwer in ten days i. He defired to reafon about 

r; Rulh. vol. vi. P• %.$)3· · 

P• 319• 

1 Ibid, vol. vii. 
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the meaning and import of fome terms : They informed c H·A P, 
• . • LVIII. h&m, that they had no power of debate; and perempton- '--v--1 

ly required his confent or refufal. He requefied a per- ,.16~~ 
fonal treaty with the parliament: They threatened, that, 
if he delayed compliance, the parliament would, by theit 
own authority, fettle the nation. 

WHAT the parliament was moft intent upon, was nGt 

lheir treaty with the king, to whom they paid little re. 
gard ; but that with the Scots. Two important pointa 
remained to be fettled with that nation ; their delivery o$ 
the king, and the eftimation of their arrears. 

THE Scots might pretend, that, as Charles was kin~, 
of Scotland as well as of England, they were intitled to 
,an equal vote in the difpofal of his perfon : And that,. 
in fuch a cafe, where the titles are equal, and the fubjed: 
indivifible, the preference was due to the prefent poffeffor •. 
The Englilh maintained, that the king, being in Eng­
land, was comprehended within the jurifdiClion of that 
kingdom, and could not be difpofed of by any foreign· 
nation. A delicate quefiion this, and what furely could 
not be decided by precedent; fince fuch a fituation is not, 
any where, to be found in hiftory k. 

As the Scots concurred with the Englilh, in impofing 
fuch fevere conditions on the king, that, notwithftanding · 
his unfortunate fituation, he frill refufed to accept of 
them; it is certain, that they did not defue his freedom: 
Nor could they ever intend to join lenity and rigour toge­
~her, in fo inconfiftent a manner. Before the fettlement 
pf terms, the adminiftration muft be poffeffed e.Qtirely by 
the parliaments of both kingdoms; and how incompati­
ble that fcheme with the liberty of the king, is eafily 
imagined. To carry him a prifoner into Scotland, where 
few forces could be fupported to guard him, was a mea­
fure fQ full of inconvenience and d~ger, that, even if' 

k Ru1h. vol. Yli, p. 339• 
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c H A P. the Englifh had confented to it, it muft have appeared to 

~the Scots themfelves altogether uneligible: And
1
how could 

1646. fuch a plan be fupported in oppofition to England, poffef. 
fed of fuch numerous and victorious armies, which were, 
at that time, at leaft, feemed to be, in entire union with 
the parliament? The only expedient, it is obvious, which 

the Scots could embrace, if they fcrupled wholly to aban· 
don the king, was immediately to return,. fully and cor­
dially, to their allegiance; and, uniting themfelves with 

the royalifts in both kingdoms, end'eavour, by force of 
arms, to reduce the Engli!h parliament to more moderate 
conditions : But befides that this meafure was full of ex­
treme hazard; what was it but infiantly to combine with 
their old enemies againfr their old fri~nds ; and in a·:fit of 

romantic generofity, overturn what, with fo much ex· 

. pence of blood and treafure, they had, during the courfe 
of fo many years, been fo carefully eretl:ing ? 

BuT, though all thefe refleCl:ions occurred to the Scot .. 

tilh commiffioners, they refolved to prolong the {}ifpute, 

and to keep the king as a pledge for thofe arrears, which 

they claimed from England, and which they were not 

likely, in the prefent difpofition of that nation, to obtain 
by any other expedient. The fum, by their account, 
amounted to near two millions; For they had received 

little regular pay, fince they had entered England. And 

though the contributions, which they had ' levied, as well 

as the price of their living at free quarters, muft be de­

duB:ed; yet frill the fum, which they infifted on, was 
very confiderable. After many aifcuffion~, it was, at laft, 

agreed, that, in lieu of all demands, they fhouid accept 
of 40o,ooo pounds, one half to be paid inftantly, another 

in two fubfequent payments 1. 

GREAT pains were taken by the Scots (and the Eng· 

liih complied with their pretended delicacy) to make this 

1 Rulh. vol. vii, p. 32.6. Pari. Hill. vol. xv. p. 1.36. 

cfiimation 
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efl:imation and payment of arrears appear a quife different c H A P. 

tranfacrion from that for the delivery of the king's peifon: ~ 
But common fenfe requires, that they 1hou1d be regarded 1646. 

as one and the fame. The Englilh, it is evident, had 
they not been previoufly affured of receiving the king, 
would never have parted with fo conliderable a fum; and, 
while they weakenea ~tliemfelves, by the fame ·meafure 
have frrengthened a people, with whom they muft after-
wards liave fo material an intereft to difcufs. 

"THus tlie Scottilh nation underwent, and fiill unoergo 
(for fuch grievous frains are not ealily wipea off) the re­
proach of felling their king, and betraying their prince 
for money. In vain, did they maintain, that this money 
was, on account of former fervices, ·undoubtedly their 
due; that in their prefent lituation, no other meafure, 
without the utmoft indifcretion, or even tneir apparent 
ruin, could be embraced; and that, though they de­
livered their king into the hands of his open enemies, 
they: were themfelves as much his open enemies as thofe 
to whom they furrendered him, and their common hatred 
againft him had long united the two parties in frriel alli­
ance with each other. They were frill anfwered, that 
they made ufe of this fcandalous expedient for ·obtaining 
their wages; and that, after taking arms, without any 
provocation, againft their fovereign, who had ever loved 
and cherilhed them, they had defervedly fallen into a 
fituation, from which they could not extricate themfelves, 
without either infamy or imprudence. 

THE infamy of this bargain had fuch an influence on 
the Scottilh parliament, that they once voted, that the 
king lhould be prote{.9:ed, and his liberty infifted on. 
Rut the general affembly interpofed, and pronounced, 
that, as he had refufed to take the covenant, which 
was prdfed on him, it became not the godly to con• 
cern themfelves about his fortunes. After this de-

claratiqn, 
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c H A P. claration, it behoved the parliament to retraa thdf 

LVIII. 
~vote m. ~i46. INTELLIGENCE concerning the final refolution of the 

Scottifu nation to furrender him, was brought to the ting; 
~nd he happened, at that very time, to be playing at 
chefs"· Such command of temper did he poffefs, that ha 
. continued his game without interruption; and nooe of 
the by-franders could perceive, that the letter, wh:ch ht 
_perufed, had brought him news of any confequence. Th• 
Englifh commiffioners, who, fome days after, came to 
take him under their cufl:ody, were admitted to kifs h~ 
bands; and he received them with the fame grace and 
,chearfulnefs, as if they had travelled on no other €:rrand, 
than to pay court to him. The old earl of Pemb10ke inr 
particular, who was one of them, he congratula:ed on 
his irength and vigour, that he was frill able, during 
fuch a feafon, to perform fo long a journey, in canpany 

with fo many young people. 

th7• THE king, being delivered over by the Scots to the 
~ngdde- Engliih commiffioners, was conduB:ed, under a guard, 
:~•vcre up · ~'~Scots. to Holdenby, in the county of Northampton. On his 

journey, the whole country flocked-w behold him, moved 
partly by curiofity, partly by compaffion and afe8ion. 
If any frill retained rancour againfl: him, in his prefent 
condition, they paired in filence; while hi.i well-williers, 
more generous than prudent, accompanied, his march with 
tears, with acclamations, and with prayers for his fafety

0
• 

That ancient fupedlition likewife, of defiring tre king's 
touch in fcrophulous diftempers, feemed to acqu.re frefu 
credit among the people, from the general tendernefs, 
which began to prevail for this virtuous and Llnhappy 

monarch. 

' m Parl. Hift, vol. xv. p. ~43, ,.44• .a J)urn~:t'a ~enoirs of th~ 

Hamiltons, • L\ldlow, Ht~p~:rt-. 
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JHE commiffioners rendered his confinement at Hol- C H A P. 

d. , . d"r ·rr. . . . LVIIL emy very ngorous; Itmimng h1s ancient fervants, de- '--v--..J 

barring him from vifits, and cutting off all communi- 1 647· 

cation. with his friends or family. The parliament, 
tholgh earnefl:ly applied to by the king, refufed to allow 
his chaplains to attend him; becaufe they had not taken 
the :ovetiant. The king refufed to affifl: at the fervice, 
exercifed according to the direCtory; becaufe he had not, 
as ;et, given his confent to that mode of worihip P. 

Suci religious zeal prevailed on both fides ! And fuch 
was the unhappy and di.fhaCled condition, to which it 
had ;educed king and people! 

:CuRING the time, that the king remained in the Scot­
tiih army at Newcafile, died the earl of Effex, the dif­
carred; but fi:jll powcrfu J and populM general of the 

parl.ament. His death, in this conjuncture, was a pub­
lic nisfortune. Fully fenfible of the exceffes, to which 

affai·s had been carried, and of the worfe confequences; 
which were fi:ill to be apprehended ; he had refolved to 
conciliate a peace, and to remedy, .as far as poffible, 1.ll 
thofi ills, to which, from mifi:ake, rather than any bad 
intettions, he had himfelf fo much contributed. The 
prefiyterian, or the moderate party among the commons, 
fourd themfelves confiderably weakened by his death: 
And the fmall remains of authority, which frill adhered 
to tle houfe of peers; were, in a manner, wholly ex­
tingtiilied q• 

p (larendon, vol. V, r· 39• Warwick, P• ~ss. 
·ol. v p. 4-3. 

... 
.J 

'! ClarendonJ 



Sz HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

CHAP. LIX. 

Mutiny of the army---<lhe king Jeized by JO)'Ce -­

'I'be army march againft the pm·liament--Tht 

army fubdue the parliament-··'I'he king flies to the 

ijle of Wight---Second civil war---Invajion from 

Scotland---'I'he treaty of Newport---'I'he civil 

war and i;zvafion repreffid---'Ihe king feized again 
by the arnry---'I'he houfe purged---'fhe king's 

trial---And execution---And charatler. 

c H A P. THE dominion of the parliament was of fhort dura­
~ tion. No fooner had they fubdued their fovereign, 

1
6
47

, than their own fervants rofe againft diem, and tumbled 

them from their fiippery throne. The facred boundaries 

of the laws being once violated, nothing remained to con­

fine the wild projetl:s of zeal and ambition. And every 
fucceffive revolution became a precedent for that which 

followed it. 
IN proportion as the terror of the king's power di­

minifhed, the divifion between independent and pre!by· 
terian became every day more apparent; and the neuters 
found it, at lafr, requifite to feek lhelter in one or the 

other faetion. Many new writs were ifi"ued for eleCl:ions, 

in the room of members, who had died, or were difqualified 

by adhering to the king; yet frill the prefuyterians re­
tained the fuperiority among the commons: And all the 

peers, except Lord Say, were efl:eemed of that party. The­
independents, to whom the inferior feCl:aries adhered, 
predominated in the army : And the troops of the new 

model were univerfally infeCl:ed with that enthufiaftic 

fpirit. To their affifiance did the independent party, 
among 
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among the commons, chiefly trufl:, in their projeCts for ·c H A P. 

h d 
1l_ LJX. 

acquiring t e afcen ant over their antagonins. '---v---1 
SooN after the retreat of the Scots, the preibyterians, 1 647• 

feeing every thing reduced to obedience, began to talk of 

diminilhing the army: And, on pretence of eafing the 
public burthens, they levelled a dead1y blow at the oppo-

fite faCl:io~. They purpofed to embark a fl:rong detach-
ment, under Skippon and Mafiey, for the fervice of Ire:.. 
land : They openly declared their intention of making a 
great reduCl:ion of the remainder r. It was even ima­
gined, that another new model of the army was pro­
jected, in order to regain to the preibyterians, that fu .. 

periority, which they had fo imprudently loft by the 
former •. 

THE army had fmall inclination to the fervice of I re­

land; a country barbarous, uncultivated, and laid wafl:e 

by maffacres, and civil commotions: T hey had lefs in­

clitution to diiband, and to renounce that pay, which, 
having earned it through fatigues and dangers, they now 
purpofed to enjoy in eafe and tranquillity. And mofl: of 
the officers, having rifen from the dregs of the people, 
had no other profpctl:, if deprived of their commiffion, 
than that of returning to languifh i~ their native poverty 

and obfcurity. 
THESE motives of intercfr acquired additional influ-

ence, and became more dangerous to the parliament, 
from the religious fpirit, by which the army was uni­
verfally aCl:uated. Among the generality of men; edu­
cated in regular, civilized focieties, the fentiments of 

flume, duty, honour, have confiderable authority, and 
ferve to counterbalance and direCt the motives, derived 

r- from private advantage: But, by the predominancy of 

t:1 enthufiafm among the parl iamentary forces, thefe falutary 

: Fourteen thouf;~ nd men were only intended to b~ kept up; 6coo hrrfe, 
' ooo toot, and '-COO drago~ns, .B ates. s _Ru{h, vol. vii. P• 564. 

G 2 principles 
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C H A P. principles loft their credit, and were regarded as mere 
LI.'. 1 • fi' · fi r h ~human inventions, yea mora m 1tutwns, tter 10r ea-

l647· them than for chrifiians r. The faint, rcfigned over to 

fuperior guidance, was at full liberty to gratify all his 

appct:tes, difguifed under the appearance of pious zeal • 

.AnJ, belic.les the :fhan6e corruptions engendered by this 

1i)il it, it eluded and loofened all the tics of morality, and· 

gave entire fcopc, and even fanCl:ion, to the felfiilinefs and 

amb:tion, which naturally adhere to the human mind. 

THE military confeffors were farther encouraged in 

Jifobcdicnce to fuperiors, by that fpiritual pride, to which 

a miibken piety is fo fubject. They were not, they faid, 

mere janizaries; mercenary troops inlifl:ed for hire, and 

to be difpoCed of at the will of their paymafiers 11
• Reli­

gion and liberty were the motives, which had excited 

them to arms; and they had a fuperior right to fee thofe 

bldlings, v{hich they had purchafed with their blood, 

enfurcd to future generations. By the fame title, that 

the preibyterians, in contradifiinB:ion to the royalifis, 

hatl appropriated to themfelves the epithet of godly, or the 

·~ve.ll-ajfeflcdw; the independents did now, in contradif­

tinction to t:le pre:fbytcrians, affume this magnificent ap­

pellation, and arrogate all the afcendant, which naturally 

belongs to it. 
HEARI~G of parties in the houfe of commons, and 

being informed, th:lt the minority were friends to the 

army, the majority enemies ; the troops naturally inter­

efrcd tllemfc!ves in that dangerous difiintl:ion, and were 

eager to give. ~he fuperiority to their partiz<1ns. What­

cv~r hard!hips they underwent, though perhaps derived 

from inevitable neceffity, were afcribed to a fettled defign · 

of o~prcffing them, and refented as an effeCt of the a.ni­

mofity and malice of their adverfaries. 

t Rul11. vol.,·i. p. 134 • 
11 lbid, vol. vii; p. 474• 

u )bid, vvl. vii, p. 565. 
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NOTWITHSTANDING the great revenue, which ac- C H A P. 
LJX. 

crued from taxes, affeffments, fequefirations, and corn--,__,~ 
pofitions, confiderable arrears were due to the army; and J647. 

many of the private men, as well as officers, had near a 
twelvemonth's pay frill owing them. The army fuf-
petl:ed, that this deficiency was purpofely contrived in 
order to oblige them to live at free quarters; and, by ren-
c.lering them odious to the country, ferve as a pretence for 
di!banding them. When they faw fuch members, as 
were employed in committees and civil offices, accumu-
late fortunes, they accufcd them of rapine and public 
plunder. And, as no plan was pointed out by the com-
mons for the payment of arrears, the fold:ers dreaded, 
thlt, after they ihould be d i!banded or cm barked for I re-
land, their enemies, who predominated in the two hcufes, 
would entirely defraud them of their right, and opprcfs 
them with impunity. 

On this ground or pretence did the firi1: commotions Mutiny of 

begin in the army. A petition, addreffed to Fairfax the the army. 

general, was handed about ; craving an indemnity, and 
that ratified by the king, for any illegal a8ions, of which, 
during the courfe of the war, the folJie1 ~ mip:ht have 

been guilty; together with fatisfatl:ion in arrears, free-
dom from preffing, relief of widows and maimed foldiers, 
and pay till diibanded "· The commons, aware of what 

combufiible materials the army was compofed, were alarm-

ed at this intelligence. Such a combination, they knc·w, 
if not checkeJ in its fidl: appe2.rance, mufl: be attended 
with the mofi dangerous confequenct's, and mufl: foon 
exalt the military above the civil authofity. Befides fum- h 

Marc 30. 
uoning fome officers to anfwcr for this attempt, they 

immediateiy voted, that the petition tenc.kJ to introduce 

ruutiny, to put conditions upon the JHllianwm, anti to 

f. b1huC1: the relief of Ireland; and they thre.uencd to 

x P.H!. n;rr. vol. xv. P· ~41· 
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c H A P. proceed ao-ainfr the pnmoters of it, as enemies to the 
Lf1C. b bl' Th' d 1 . ~ fiate, and difiurbers of )U tc peace Y. 1s ec arat10n, 

1647. which may be deemed •iolent, efpecially as the army had 

fome ground for comphint, produced fatal effeCts. The 

foldiers lamented, tha they were deprived of the privi­

leges of Englifhmen; nat they were not allowed fo much 

as to reprefent their ~rievances ; that, while petitions 

from Effex and othe." places were openly encouraged 

againfr the army, ther mouths were ftopped; and that 

they, who were the auhors of liberty to the nation, were 

reduced, by a faCtion n parliament, to the moft grievous 

fervitude. 
IN this difpofition was the army found by Warwic, 

Dacres, Maffey, anc other commiffioners; who were 

fent to make them pnpofals for entering into the fervice 

of Ireland z. Infreadof inlifting, the generality objeCted 

to the terms; demanled an indemnity; were clamorous 

for their arrears : Anc, though they expreffed no diffatif­
faCl:ion againft Skippm, who was appointed commander, 

they difcovered muchftronger inclination to ferve under 

Fairfax and Cromwel 1 • Some officers, who were of the 

pre!byterian party, h:ving entered into engagements for 

this fervice, could p,evail on very few of the foldiers to 

inlift under them. lnd, as thefe officers lay all under 

the grievous reproach of deferting the army, and betray­

ing the interefts of tleir companions; the reft were far­

ther confirmed in trat confederacy, which they had fe­

crctly formed b, 

To petition and renonftrate being the mofl: cautious me .. 

thod of conducting <confederacy, an application to par• 
]iament was figncd ly near 200 officers; in which they 
made t~eir apology with a very imperious air, affertcd 

their right of petiti01ing, and complained of that impu· 

"( Pari. Hill. vol. xv. ?• 344• 
a Ibid. vol. vii, p. 45;, 

z R ulh. vol. l'ii. p. 4 57, 
b ibid. vbl. vii~ p. 461, 556. 
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tation thrown upon them by the brmer declaration of the c H A P. 

lower houfe c. The private mer likewife of fome 1·egi-~ 
ments fent a letter to Skippon; n which, together with 1647· 

infifiing on the fame topics, dry lament, that defigns 
were formed againft them and ma1y of the godly party in 
the kingdom; and declare, that tley could not engage for 
Ireland, till they were fatisfied ir their expeB:ations, and 
had their jufi defires granted d. The army, in a word, 
felt their power, and refolved to fe mafi:ers. 

THE parliament too refolved if poffible, to preferve 
their dominion ; but being ddHute of power, and not 
retaining much authority, it w~ not ea~y for them to 
employ any expedient, which ou]d contribute to their 
purpofe. The expedient, which they now made ufe of, 
was the worft imaginable. Thty fent Skippon, Crom­
wel, Ireton, and Fleetwood, b the head-qu&rters at 
Saffi·on-W eldon in Eifex; and en powered them to make 
offers to the army, and enquire into the caufe of its dif- 7th May. 
tempers. Thefe very generals, ;tt leaft the three Jafi, 
were fecretly the authors of al the difcontents; and 
failed not to foment thofe difordes, which they pretended 
to appeafe. By their fuggeftim, a meafure was em• 
braced, which, at once, brouglt matters to extremity, 
and rendered the mutiny incurabe. 

IN oppofition to the parliamen at Weftminfier, a mili­
tary parliament was formed. 1ogether with a council 
of the pr!ncipal officers, which was appointed after the 
model of the houfe of p~ers; a more free reprefentative 
of the army was compofed, by tle election of two private 
men or inferior officers, under dr title of agitators, from 
each troop or company e. By ths means, both the gene­
ral h urn our of that time was gra:ified, intent on plans of 
imaginary republics; and an eal,r method contrived for 

c R ulh. vol. vii. P• 46S. d Idem, ibid. p. 474• 
e Idem, ibid. p. 485. Clarendon vol. v. P• 43• 
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c H A P. condutlino- underhand, and propagating the fedition of 
LlX. · b 

. '---v----1 the army. 
l64-7. THis terrihb court, when affembled; having fir~ 
. declared, that they found no dijlempers in the army, b~t 

inany grievances, under which it laboured; immediately 
voted the offers o(the parliament unfatisfaetory. Eight 
weeks' pay alone, . they faid, was promjfed; a (mall part 
of fifty-fix weeks, which they claimed as their due: 
No vifible fecurity was given for the remainder: ~nd 
having been declared public enemies by the commons, 
they · might hereJftcr be profccuted as fuch, unlefs the 

declaration were recalled r. Before matters came to this 

height, Cromwel had pofied up to London, on pretence 
of laying before the parliament the rifing difcontents of 
the army. 

THE parliament made one vigorous e~ort more, to try 
the force of their authority : 1.'hey voted, that all the 
troops, which did not engage for Ireland, iliould inftantly 

be difbanded in their quarters\ At the fame time, the 
council of the army ' ordered a general rendezvous of all 
the regimeri;s, i'n order to provide for their common in· 
terefrs. And while they thus prepared themfelves for 
oppofition to the parliament, they firuck a blow, which 
at once decided the victory in their favour. · ' 

3.1 June. A PARTY of five hundred horfe appeared at Holden by, 
r;z~dk~~g conducred by one Joyce, who had once been a taylor by 
J'->yce, profeflion; but · was now advanced to the rank of cornet, 

and was an acriv'e agitator in the army. Without being 
oppofed by the guard, whofe affections were all on their 
fide; ]oyce came into the king's prefence, armed with 
piflols, and told him, that he mufi immediately go along 
with him. Whither? faid the king. To the army; replied 

J oyce. By what warrant? afked the king. J oyce pomte~ 

f Ruih. vol. vii, p. 497• 505, Whitlo::ke, p. zso. 
t Rulh. 'Vol. vii. p. 4S7. 
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to the foldiers, whom he brought along; tall, handfome, C H A P.. 

and well accoutred. Your wanant, faid Charles fmiling, ~ 
is writ in fair charaElers, legible without fpelling h~ 'I'he 1647· 

parliamentarj"commiffioners came into the room: They 
afked J oyce, wheth '- r he had any orders from the parlia-
,ment? He faiJ, 1Vo: From the general? llo: By what 
authority he cam ... ? He made the fame reply as to the 
king: They would write, they faid~ to the parliament to know 
their pleafure. You may do fo, r·eplied Joyce; hut i11 the 
mean time the king mzffl immediately go with me. Refifiance 
was vain. The king, after protratl:ing the time as long 
as he could, went into h ·s coach; and was fafely con ... 
duCl:ed to the army, who were hafiening to their rendez-
vous at Triplo Heath near Cambridge. The parliament, 
informed of this event by their commiffioners, were thrown 
into the utmofr confiernation i. 

F AIRF AX himfelf was no lefs furprized at the king7s 

arrival. That bold meafure, executed by J oyce, had 

~ever been commll'l'licated to the general. The orders 

were entirely verbal ; and no body avowed them. And, 

while every one affected afionifhment at the enterprize, 
Crom~el, by whofe counfcl it had been directed, arrived 
from London, and put an end to their deliberations. 

THIS artful and audacious confpirator had conduCl:ed 
himfelf in the parliament with fuch profound diffimula­
tion, with fuch refined hypocrify, that he had long de­
ceived thofe, who, being themfelves very dextrous prac­
titioners in the fame arts, lhould naturally have entertained 
the more fufpicion againfr others. At every intelligence of 
difordcrs in the army, he was moved to the highefr pitch or 
grief and of anger. He wept bitterly: He lamented th,e 
misfortunes of his country: He advifcd every violent 
meafure for fuppreffing the mutiny; and by thefe precipi-

h Whitlocke, p. 2.54• Warwick, P• 2.99• 
P• 514, 515. Cluendo.g, vol. v, p. 4i• 

i Ruih. vol. vii. 

tatc 



HISTORY OF GREAT B:RITAI :r. 

c H A P. tate counfels, at once (eemed to evince his own flncerity, 

~and inflamed thofe difcontents, of which he intended to 
1647. make advantage. He obtefied heaven and earth, that his 

devoted attachment to the parliament had n:ndered him 

fo odious in the army, that his life, while among them, 
was in the utmoft danger; and h~ had very narrowly 

efcaped a confpiracy, formed to affaffinate him. But in­

formation being brought, that the mofl a8ive officers and 

agitators were entirely his creatures, the parliamentary 
leaders fecretly refolved, that, next day, when he fhould 

come to the houfe, an accufation iliould be entered againfi: 
him, and he fuould be fcnt to the Tower tt. Cromwe1, 
who, in the conduCt of his defperate enterprizes, fre­
quently approached to the very brink of dcflruaion, knew 
how to make the requifite turn with proper dexterity and 
boldnefs. Being informed of this defign, he haftened to 

the camp; where he was received with acclamations, and 
was inftantly invefied with the fupreme command both of 

general and army. 
F Ail'tF AX, having neither talents himfetf for cabal, 

nor penetration to difcover the cabals of others, had given 

his entire confidence to Cromwel ; who, by the beft 

coloured pretences, and by the appearance of an open 
fincerity and a fcrupulous confcience, impofcd on the e~fy 

nature of this brave and virtuous man. The council of 

officers and the agitators were moved altogether by Crom· 
wel's diretl:ion, and conveyed his will to the whole army. 

By his profound and artful conducr, he had now attained 

a fituation, where he could cover his enterprizes from 
public view; and feeming either to obey the commands 
of his fuperior officer, or yield to the movements of the 

foldiers, could fecretly pave the way for his future O'reat­

nefs. While the diforders of the army were yet i.p
0 

their 

infancy, he kept at a difrance; left his counterfeit averfion 

~ Clarendon, vol. v. P• 46. 
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might throw a damp upon them, or his fecret encourage-C H A P .. 

rnent beget fufpicion in the parliament. As foon as they~ 
came to maturity, he openly joined the troops; and in 1647• 

the critical moment, ftruck that important blow of feizing 

the king's perfon, and depriving the parliament of any 
refource of an accommodation with him. Though one 

vizor fell off, another frill remained, to cover his natural 
countenance. Where delay was requifite, he could em-
ploy the moft indefatigable patience : Where celerity was 
necelfary, he flew to a decifion. And by thus uniting in 
his perfon the moft oppofite talents, he was enabled to 
combine the moft contrary interefts in a fubfcrviency 

to his fecret purpofes. 
THE parliament, though at prefent defencclefs, was The army 

poffelfed of many refources; and time might eafil y enable~~~~~ the 

them to refifr that violence, with which they were threat- parliament; .. 

cned. Without farther deliberation, therefore, Crom-

wel advanced the army upon them, and arrived in a few 

days at St. AI bans. 

NoTHING could be more popular, than this hofiility., 
which the army commenced againfi the parliament. As 
much as that affembly was once the idol of the nation, as 
much was it now become the object of general hatred and 

averfion. 
THE [elf-denying ordinance had no longer been put 

in execution, than till Effex, Manchefter, W aller, and 
the other officers of that party, had refigned their com­
miffion: Immediately after, it was laid afide by tacit con­
fen~; and the members, {baring all offices of power and 
profit among them, proceeded with impunity in exercifing 
acts of oppreffion on the helplefs nation. Though the 

neceffity of their fituation might ferve as an apology for 
many of their meafures, the people, not accufiomed to 

fuch a fpecies of government, were ~ot difpofed to make 

the req uifite allowances. 
A S1Vf;I\LL 
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~ H A P. A sMALL fupply of IOo,ooo pounds a year could 
fiX k. f • h . } 

-~;._; never be obtained by former mgs rom t e Jea ous 
J&i7• humour of parliaments; and the Eng1ifh, of all nations 

in Europe, were the leaft accufl:omed to taxes: But this 

pa;iiament, fr~m the commencement of the war, accord­
in()" to fome computations, had levied, in five years, 

b 

above . forty millions 1 ; yet were loaded with debts and 

incumbrances, which, during that age, were regarded 
as prodigious. If thefe computations fhould be thought 

much exaggerated, as they probably are m, the taxes and 
impofitions were certainly far higher than in any former 
ftate of the Englifh government; and fuch popular ex­
aggerations are, at leafi, a proof of popular difcontents. 

Bu·r the difpofal of this money was no lefs the object 

of general complaint againft the parliament than the levy­

ing of it. The fum of 300,000 pounds they openly 
took, !tis affirmed"' and divided among their own mem­

bers. The committees, to whom the management of the 

different branches of revenue was entrufted, never brought 

in their accounts, and had unlimited power of fecreting 

whatever fums they pleafed from the public treafure 0
, 

']'hefe branches were needlefsly multiplied, in order to 

x~nder the revenue more intricate, to lbare the advan­

tages among greater numbers, and to conceal th~ frauds~ 

of which they were univerfally fufpected P, 

T:t-iE method of keeping accounts, praClifed in the ex­
chequer, was confeffedly the exacreft, the ~oft ancient, 

I Clement Walker's hiftory of the two Juntos, prefixed to his hiftory of 

independency, p. 8. This is an author of fpirit and ingenuity; and being~ 
zealous parliamentarian, his authority is very confiderable, notwithQand­

ing the air of fatire, which prevails in his writings. This computation, 

however, feems much too large; efpecially as the feque£\:rations, during the 

time of WH, could not be fo confiderable as afte{wards, 

m Yet the fame fum precifely is affigned in another book, called Royal 

'l'reafury of England, p. %?1• n Clement Walker's h1fiory ofinde-

pendency, P• 3~ 1~6, o Ibid. p. S. p Id, ibid. 

~he 
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the belt known, and the leaft liable to fraud. The ex- c H A P. 
LIX. 

chequer was, for that reafon, abolifhed, and the revenue '---.r--! 
put under the management of a committee, who wen: 1647· 

fubject to no controul q_ 

THE excife was an o9ious tax, formerly unknown to 
the nation; and was now extended over provifions, and 
the common neceffaries of life. Near one half of the 

goods and chattels, and at leaft one half of the lands~ 
rents, and revenues of the kingdom, had been fequefiered. 
To great numbers of roy::difts, all redrefs from thefe fe­
quefirations was refufed : To the reft, the remedy could 
be obtained only by; paying large compofitions and fub­
fcribing the covenant, which they abhorred. Befides 

pitying the ruin and defolation of fo many ancient and 
honourable families; indifferent fpechtors could not but 

blame the hardfhip of punifhing with fuch feverity, ac­
tions, which the law, in its ufual and moft undifputed 
interpretation, frrietly required of every fubjeet. 

T·HE feverities too, exercifed againfr the epifcopal 
c1ergy, naturally a!feeted the royalifrs, and even all men 
of cando:, in a fenfible manner. By the moft moderate 
computation r, it appears, that above one half of the 
efiablifhed clergy had been turned out to beggary and 
want, for no other crime than their adhering to the civil 
and religious principles, in which they had been edu-

. cated; and for their attachment to thofe Jaws, under 
whofe countenance they had at fidl: embraced that pro­
fe.ffion. To renounce epifcopacy and the liturgy, and to 

fubfcribe the covenant, were the only terms, which 
could fave them from fo rigorous a fate ; and if the leaft 

q Clement Walker's hifiory of independency, p. 8. 

r See John \Va ker's attempt towards recoyering an account of the nurn. 
hers and fufl"erings of the clergy. The parliament pret~nded to leave the 

ftquefiered clergy a fifth of their revenue; but this author makes it fuffici· 

cnlly appear, that this provifion, frnall ~s it is, was never regulally paid the 
c'j<'Cled clcrzy. 

I ; mark 
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c H A P. mark of malignancy, as it was called, or affeB:ion to the 
~king, who fo entirely loved them, had ever efcaped their 

J6f7• lips, even this hard choice was not permitted. The 
facred charatler, which gives the priefihood fuch authO­
rity over mankind, becoming more venerable from the 
fuffcrings, endured, for the fake of principle, by thefe 
diiheffed royaliffs, aggravated the general indignatiol\ 

againfi their perfecutors. 
But what excited the mofi: univerfal complaint was, 

the unlimited tyranny and defpotic rule of the country­
committees. During the war, the difcretionary power 
of thefe courts was excufed, from the plea of neceffity: 
But the nation was reduced to defpair, when it faw nei­
ther end put to their duration, nor bounds to their autho· 

rity. Thefe could fequefi:er, fine, imprifon, and corporally 
punifu, without law or remedy. They interpofed in 
queftions of private property. Under colour of malig­
nancy, they exercifed vengeance againft their private 

enemies. To the obnoxious, and fometimes to the inno­

cent, they fold their prote8ion. And inftead of one 
fiar-chamber, which had been abolifued, a great number 

were anew ereCted, fortified with better pretences, and 

armed with more unlimited authority s. 

CouLD any thing have increafed the indignation againfl: 

that flavery, into which the nation, from the too eager 

purfuit of liberty, had fallen ; it muft have been the re­
~eC\:ion on the pretences, by which the people had fo long 
been deluded. The fanC\:ified hypocrites, who called 
their oppreffions the fpoiling of the Egyptians, and their 

s Clement Walker's hiflory of independency, P• 5• Hollis gives the fame 

reprefentation, as Walker, of the plundering, opprellions, and tyranny of 
the parliament: Only, infiead of laying the fault on both parties, as Walker 

does, he afcribes it folely to the independent fatlion. The prefbyterians in• 

~eed, being commonly denominated the moderate party, would probably be 
more inoffenfive, See Rufh. vol. vii. p. 598_, and Parl, Hifi. vol. xv. 

P• ~30. 
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rigid feverity the donrinion of the Elect, interlarded all c H A P4 
their iniquities with long ani fervent prayers, faved them-~::._, 
felves from blulliing by their pious grimaces, and exer- t6.t-f'· 
cifed, in the name of the Lord, all their cruelty on men. 
An undifguifed violence could be forgiven: But fuch a 
mockery of the underfl:anding, fuch an abufe of religion, 

ere, with men o~ penetration, objeds of peculiar refent· 
ntent. 

THE parliament, confciousoftheirdecay in popularity, 
{eeing a formidable armed force advance upon them, were 
reduced to defpair, and found all their refources much 
inferior to the prefent neceffity. London frill retained a 
firong attachment to prdbyterianifm ; and its militia, 
which was numerous, and had acquired reputation in the 
wars, had, by a late ordinance, been put into hands, in 
whom the parliament could entirely confide. This mili­
tia was now called out, and ordered to guard the lines. 
which had been drawn round the city, in order to fecure 
it againfi: the king. A body of horfe was ordered to be 
inftantly levied. Many officers, who had been cailiiered · 
by the new model of the army, offered their fervice to the 
parliament. An army of 5000 men lay in the north 
under the command of general Pointz, who was of the 
prefbyterian faction; but thefe were too difl:ant to be 
employed in fo urgent a necefiity. The forces, defi:ined 
for Ireland, were quartered in the weft; and, though 
deemed faithful to the parliament, they alfo lay at a dif­
tance. Many inland garrifons were commanded by offi­
cers of the fame party ; but their troops, being fo much 
difperfed, could, at prefent, be of no manner of fervice. 
The Scots were faithful friends and zealous for pre!bytery 
and the covenant; but a long time was required, ere they 

uld colleCt: their forces, and march to the affiftance of 
the parliament. 
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c H A P. IN this fituation it was thought more prudent to fuo~ 
~ mit, and by compliance to fi:op the fury of the enraged 

t64-7· army. The declaration, b'y which the military peti-
Sth June. tioners had been voted public enemies, was recalled, and 

er~zcd from the journal-book t . 'T'his was the firfi fymp­
tom, which the parliament gave of fu bmiffion; and the 

army, hoping, by terror alone, to efteCl: all their pur· 
pofes, fiopped at St. A !bans, and entered into negocia-

tion with their mafi:ers. 
HERE commenced the encroachments of the military 

upon the civil authority. The army, in their ufurpa­
tions on the parliament, copied exaCtly the model, which 
the parliament itfelf had fet them, in their recent ufurpa-

tions on the crown. 

EvERY day, they rofe in their demands. If one claim 

was granted, they had another ready, frill more enor­

mous and exorbitant; and were determined never to be 

fatisfied. At firfi:, they pretended only to petition for 

what concerned themfelves as foldiers: Next, they tnuft 

have a vindication of their character: Then, it was ne­

ceffary, that their enemies be punifhed u: At lafi:, they 

claimed a right of modelling the whole government, and 

fettling the nation w. 

THEY preferved, in words, all deference and refpeCI: 

to the parliament; but in reality, infulted them and ty­

rannized over them. That affembly, they pretended not 

to accufe: It was only evil counfellors, who feduced and 

betrayed it. 

J 
THEY proce;ded fo far as to name eleven members, 

16th une. whom, in general terms, they charged with high treafon, 
as enemies to the army and evil counfellors to the parlia-

. t Rulh,vol.vii. p.503, 547• 
u R u!h. vol. vii, p. ; 9• 

. voh viii, p. 73 l. 

Clarendon, \tol. v. p. 4S• 
w Ibid. vol, vii, P• 567, 633• Ibid • 
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· inent. Their names were Hollis, Sir Philip Stapleton, c H. A P. 

Sir William Lewis, Sir John C!otworthy, Sir William ~ 
Wailer, Sir John Maynard, Maffey, Glyn, Long, Har- 1647• 

ley, and Nichols x. Thefe were the very leaders of the 
prefbyterian party. 

THEY infifi:ed, that ~hefe members lhould immediately 
be fequefi:ered from parliament, and be thrown into pri­
fon r. The commons replied, that they could not, 
upon a general charge, proceed fo far z. The army ob­
ferved to them, that the cafes of Strafford and Laud were 
direel precedents for that purpofe a. At lafi:, the eleven 
members themfelves, not to give occafion for difcord, 

begged leave to retire from the houfe; and the army, 
for the prefent, feemed fatidied with this mark of fub· 
miffion b. 

PRETENDING, that the parliament intended to levy 
war upon them, and to involve the nation again in blood 

and confulion, they required, that all new levies lhould 

be flopped. The parliament complied with this de­
mand c. 

THERE being no figns of refillance, the army, in 
order to fave appearances, removed, at the defire of the 
parliament, to a greater dillance from London, and fixed 
their head quarters at Reading. They carried the king 
along with them in all their marches. 

That prince now found · himfelf in a better fttuation 
than at Holdenby, and had attained fome greater degree 
of freedom, as well as of conlideration with both parties. 

ALL his friends had accefs to his prefence: His corre­
fpondence with the queen was not interrupted: His 
chaplains were refrored to him, and he was allowed the 

x Rufh. vol. vii. p. 570. Y I!lid. vol. vii. p. 572.. 

z Ibid. vol. vii. p. 5St• • a Ibid. vol. vii, F• 594• Whitlocke. 
P· 2.59. b Ibid. vol. vii, P• 593, 594• ~: Rufh. vol. vii. 
P• 572.. 57~· 
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c H A P. u(e of the liturgy: His children were once allowed to 
~ vifit him, and they paffed a few days at Caverfham, where 

1647· he then refided d. He had not feen the duke of Gloucefier, 
his youngefr fon, and the princefs Elizabeth, fince he 
left London, at the commencement of the civil diforders e ; 

nor the duke of York, fince he went to the Scottifh army. 
before Newark. No private man, unacquainted with 
the pleafures of a court, and the tumult of a camp, more 
paffionately loved his family, than did this good prince; 
and fuch an infrance of indu1gence in the army was ex­
tremely gniteful to him. Cromwel, who was witnefs to 
the meeting of the royal family, confeffed, that he never 
had been prefent at fo tender a fcene; and he extremely 
applauded the benignity, which difplayed itfelf in the 

whole difpofition and behaviour of Charles. 
'I~ HAT artful politician, as well as the leaders of all 

parties, paycd court to the king ; and fortune, notwith­
ftanding all his calamities, feemed again to fmile upon 
him. The parliament, afraid of his forming fome ac­
commodation with the army, addreffed him in a more 
refpecHul ftyle than formerly; and invited him to refide 
at Richmond, and contribute his affi{hnce to the fettle­
ment of the nation. The chief officers treated him with 
regard, and fpake on all occafions of refioring him to his 
jufr powers and prerogatives. In the public declarations 
of the army, the fettlement of his revenue and au .. 3ority 
\vas infifred on r. The royalifrs, every where, enter­
tained hopes of the rcfioration of monarchy ; and the 
favour, which they univerfally bore to the army, contri­
buted very much to difcourage the parliament, and to 

forward their fubmiffion. 

d Clarendon, vol. i. p. 51, 52 . 57• 
e When the kmg applied to h~ve hi s children, the parliament always told 

him, that they could take as much care at LonJon, both of their bodies and 

{<>uh, as could be done at Oxford. Pa1l. Hill. vol. xiii. p. 12.7. 

f Ru!h, vol. vii. p. 590. 
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THE king began to feel of what confequence he was. C H A P. 
L l.X. . The more the national confufions encreafcd, the more '--v--' 

was he confident, that all parties would, at length, have 1 647· 

recourfe to his lawful authority, as the only remedy for 
the public diforders. You cannot be without me, faid he, 
on feveral occafions : You cannot fettle the nation but by my 
ajf!flance. A people without government and without 
liberty, a parliament without authority, an army without 
a legal mafi-er: Difi-raCl:ions every where, terrors, oppref-

fions, convulfions: From this fcene of confufion, which 
could not long continue, all men, he hoped, would be 
brought to refleCt on that ancient government, under 

which they and their ancefiors had fo long enjoyed hap-
pinefs and tranquillity. 

THoUGH Charles kept his ears open to ail propofais, 
and expeqed to hold the balance between the oppofite 
parties, he entertained more hopes of accommodation with 
the army. He had experienced the extreme rigour of the 

parliament. They pretended totally to annihilate his 
authority : They had confined his perfon. In both thefe 

particulars, the army lhowed more indulgence g. He 

had a free intercourfe with his friends. And in the pro­

pofals, which the council of officers fent for the fettle .. 
ment of the nation, they infified neither on the abolition 
of epifcopacy, nor of the punilhment of the royalifi-s; 
the two points to which the king had the mofr extreme 

reluCl:ance: And they demanded, that a period lhould be 
put to the prefent parli-ament, the event for which he 
mofr ardently longed. 

His conjunCtion too feemed more natural with the ge .. 
nerals, than with that ufurping affembly, who had fo 
long affumed the entire fovereignty of the frate, and who 

had declared their refolution frill to continue mafiers. 

& Warwick, p. 3o3. Pari, Hift, vol, xvi. p. 40• Clarendon,· vol, v. 
P· so• 
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c H A P. By gratifying a few perfons with titles and preferments, 
~~he might draw over, he hoped, the whole military power, 

16~7. and, in an infl:ant, reinfl:ate himfelf in his civil authority. 

To Ireton he offered the lieutenancy of Ireland : To 

Cromwel, the garter~ the title of earl of Effex, and the 
command of the army. Negociations to this purpofe 
were fecretly conduCted. Cromwel pretended to hearken 
to them ; and was well pleafed to keep the door open for 
an accommodation, if .the courfe of events fhould, at any 

time, render it neceffary. And the king, who had no 
fufpicion, that one, born a private gentleman, could en­
tertain the daring ambition of feizing a fceptre, tranfmit­
ted through a long line of monarchs; indulged hopes, 

that he would, at laft, embrace a meafure, which, by all 

the motives of duty, interefr, and fafety, feemed to be 

recommended to him. 
WHILE Cromwel allured the king by thefe expeCl:a-

tions, he frill continued his fcheme of reducing the par .. 

liament to fubjeB:ion, and depriving them of all means 
of refifl:ance. To gratify the army, the parliament in­

veiled Fairfax with the title of general in chief of all the 
forces in England .and Ireland; and entrufi:ed the whole 
military authority to a perfon, who, though well inclined 

to their fervice, was no longer at his own difpofal. 
THEY voted, that the troops, which, in obedience 

to them, had inlifl:ed for Ireland, and deferted the rebellious 

army, !hould be djf.banded, or, in other words, be pu .. 

ni!hcd for their fidelity. The forces in the north, under 

Pointz, had already mutinied againft their general, and 
had entered into an affociation with that body of the 

army, which was fo fuccefsfully employed in exalting the 

military above ~he civil authority h. 

THAT no refource might remain to the parliament, it 

·was demanded, that the militia of London fhould be 

h Ru!h, vol. vii. p. 61.o. 
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.changed, the prefbyterian commiffioners difp]aced, and c H _A P. 

the command reftored to thofe, who, during the courfe~ 
of the war, had conftantly exercifed it. The parliament J64i· 

' even complied with fo violent a demand, and pa!fed a 
vote in obedience to the army i• 

BY this unlimited patience, they purpofed to tempo­
rize under their prefent difficulties, and they hoped to 
find a more favourable opportunity for recovering their 
authority and influence: But the impatience of the city 
loft them all the advantage of their cautious meafures. 
A petition againfi the alteration of the militia was carried zcth Ju!y, 

to We!l:minfier, attended by the apprentices and feditious 
multitude, who befieged the door of the houfe of com-
mons; and by their clamour, noife, and violence, obliged 
them to reverfe that vote, which they had paffed fo lately. 
When gratified in this pretenfion, they immediately dif-
perfed, and left the parliament at liberty k. 

No fooner was intelligence of this tumult conveyed to 

Reading, than the army was put in motion. The two 
houfes being under re!l:raint, they were refolved, they 
faid, to vindicate, againft the fcditious citizens, the in­

vaded privileges of parliament, and reftore that affemb1y 
to its jufi: freedom of debate and counfel. In their way 
to London, they were drawn up on Hounflow-Hcath; a 
formidable body, twenty thoufand firong, and deter­
mined, without regard to laws or liberty, to purfue 
whatever meafures ~heir generals fhould diCtate to them. 
Here the mofr favourable event happened, to quicken and 
encourage their advance. The fpeakers of the two houfcs, 
lVlanchefl:er and Lcnthal, att\:!nded by eight peers, and 
about fixty commoners, having fecretly retired from the 
city, prefented themfe ves with their maces, and all the 
c.1figns of their dignity; and complaining of the violence. 

i Rulh. vol. vii. p. 6tg. 63z, k Ib:d. vol vii. p. 64 t. 643. 
Clerendon, v~l, v. p. 6J, Whitlocke, P• 2.69. Cl. WJlker, p. 38. 
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c H A P. put upon them, applied to the army for defence and pro­
~teetion. They were received with fuouts and .acclama. 

1647. tions: Refpeet was paid to them as to the parliament of 
England: And the army being provided with fo plaufible 
a pretence, which, in all public tranfaetions, is of great 
confequence, advanced to chafiife the rebellious city, and 

to re-infrate the violated parliament 1• 

NEITHER Lenthal nor Manchefrer were efreemed in­

dependents; and fuch a fl:ep in them was unexpeCted. 
But they probably forefaw, that the army mufi, in the 
end, prevail; and they were willing to pay court in 
time to that authority, which began to predominate in 

the nation. 
THE parliament, forced from their' temporizing mea-

fures, and obliged to rcfign, at once, or combat for their 

liberty and power, prepared themfelves with vigour for 
defence, and determined to refifr the violence of the 
army. The two houfes immediately chofe new fpeakers, 
lord Hunfdon, and Henry Pelham: They renewed their 

former orders for enlifring troops : They appointed Maf­
fey to be commander : They ordered the trained bands 

to man the lines : And the whole city was in a ferment, 

and refounded with military preparations 111
• 

WHEN any intelligence arrived, that the army flopped 
or retreated, the lhout of One and all, ran with alacrity, 
from fireet to fireet, among the citizens: .vVhen news 
came of their advancing, the cry of Treat and capitulate 
was no lefs loud and vehement n. The terror of an uni· 
verfal pillage, and even maffacre, had feized the timid 

inrabitants. 
As the army approached, Rain!borow, being fent by 

the general over the river, prefented himfelf before South­
wark, and was gladly received by fome foldiers, who 

l Rufh. vol. viii. p. 750. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 63. 
m. Ru'•'h. vol, vii. p. 646. n Whitlocke, i'· 2.65. 
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were quartered there for its defence, and who were re- c H A P. 
LIX. 

folved not to feparate their interefts from thofe of the~...-.-y----J 
army. It behaved then the parliament to fubmit. The 

6 
h1A647· 

t ug, 
army marched in triumph through the city; but preferved 
the greateft order, decency, and appearance of humility. 
They conducted to Wefiminfier the two fpe:1kers, who 
took their feats as if nothing had happened. The eleven 
impeached members, being accufed as authors of the 
tumult, were expelled ; and mofr of them retired beyond 
fea: Seven peers ~ere impeached: The mayor, one 
fheriff, and three aldermen, fent to the Tower: Several 
citizens and officers of the militia committed to prifon : 
Every deed of the parliament annulled, from the day of · 
the tumult till the return of the fpeakcrs : The lines 
about the city levelled: The militia reftored to the inde­
pendents: Regiments quartered in Whitehall and the The umy 

d h 1. b . d d } fu bdue the Meufe: An t e par lament e1ng re uce to a regu ar parliament. 

formed fervitude, a day was appointed of folemn thankf-
giving for the refioration of its liberty o. 

THE independent party among the commons exulted in 
their vietory. The whole authority of the nation, they ima­
gined, was now lodged in their hands; and they had a near 
profpeB: of moulding the government into that imaginary 
:republic, which had long been the objeSl: of their willies. 
They had fecretly .concurred in all encroachments of the 
military upon the civil power; and they expected, by the ter:­
ror of the fword, to impofe a more perfeCl fyfiem of liberty 
on the reluctant nation. All parties, the king, the church, 
the parliament, the prefbyterians, had been guilty of errors, 
fince the commencement of thefe diforders: But it muft 
be confeffcd, that this delufion of the independents and 
republicans was, of all others, the mofi contrary to com­
mon fenfe and the efiabli!hed maxims of policy. Yet 
were the leaders of that party, Vane, .Fiennes, St. John, 

0 Rulh, vol. viii. p. 7971 798, &c. 
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c H A P.1v1artin the men in England the moft celebrated for pro. 
LIX. ' . d b h . ' 11' 

'---y----) found thought and deep contnvance; an y t e1r we -
1647· coloured pretences and profeffions, they ha~ over-reached 

the whole nation. To deceive fuch men would argue a 

fuperlative capacity in Cromwel; were it not, that, befides 

the great difference there is between dark, crooked councils 

and true wifdom, an exorbitant paffion for rule and au­
thority will make the mofl: prudent O'{erlook the danger­
ous confequences of fuch meafures as feem to tend, in 

any degree, to their own advancemeJ!t. 
THE leaders of the army, having efl:ablilhed their 

domi~ion over the parliament and city, ventured to bring 
the king to Hampton-Court; and he lived, for fome time, 
in that palace, with an appearance of dignity and free­

dom. Such equabiiity of temper did he poifefs, that, 

during all the variety of fortune, which he underwent, 

no difference was perceived in his countenance or beha­

viour; and ·though a prifoncr, in the hands of his moft 

inveterate enemies, he fupported, towards all who ap­
proached him, the majefty of a monarch; and that, hei .. 
ther with lef.; nor greater frate, than he had been ac .. 
cufl:omed to maintain. His manner, which was not in 

~tfelf popular nor gracious, now appeared amiable, froq1 

its great meeknefs aud equality. · 

THE parliamen! renewed their ~pplications to him, 

and prefcnted him with the fame conditions, which they 

had offered at N~ wcaftle. Th~ king declined accepting 

them, and defired the parliament to take the propofals of 

the army into confideration, and make them the foundation 
of the public fetdement r. He Hill entertai~ed hopes, 

that his negociations with the generals w~;_.ld be crowned 

with fuccefs ; though every thing, in that particular, 

daily bore a worfe afpect. 1\!Iofl: hifrorians have thought, 

~hat Cromwel never was fincere in his profeffians; and 

P Rufh, vol. v:ii. p. 81o, 

that~ 
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~hat, having, by force, rendered himfelf mall:er of the c l-1 A P; 
. LIX. 

king's perfon, an~, by fair pretences, acquired the coun- "-v----1 
tenance of the royalill:s, he had employed thcfe advantages x€17• . 

to the enflaving of the parliament: And afterwards thought 
of nothing but the efiablilhment of his own unlimited 
authority, with which he efteemed the rcfloration, and 
even life of the king, altogether incompatible. This 
opinion, fo much warran~ed by the boundlefs ambition and 
profound diffimulation of his charaCter, meets with ready 
belief; though it is more agreeable to the narrownefs of 
human views, and the darknefs of futurity, to fuppofe, 

that this daring ufurper was guided by events, and dfd 
not, as yet, forefee, with any affurance, that unparalleled 
greatnefs, which he afterwards attaine~. l\1any writers 
of that age have affcrted 1, that he really intende~ to make 
a private bargain with the king; a meafure, which car-
!ied the moll: plaufib~e appearance both for his fafety and 
advancement: But t~at he fou?d infuperable difficulties 
in reconciling to it the wild humours of the army. The 
horror and antipathy of thefe fanatics had, for many 
years, been artf~lly forpented againft Charles; and though 
their principles were, on all occafions, eafily warped and 
~~uded by private intereft, yet was fome colouring requi-
fite, and a flat contradiB:ion to all former profeffions and 
tenets could not fafely be propofed to them. It is cer. 
tain, at leall:, that Cromwel made ufe of this reafon, 
w~y he a~mitted rarely of vifits from the king's friends, 
and lhowed lefs favour than formerly to the royal caufe. 
The agitators, he faid, had rendered ~irn odio~s to the 
army, and ha~ rcprefented him as a traitor, who, for the 
fake of private interefr, was ready to betr:.ty t , caufe of 

God to the great enemy of piety and religion. Defperate 
projects too, he afferted to be f< cretly formed, for the 
murder of the king; and he p1.;tended muc11 to dread 

IJ See note [C J at the end of the volume. 
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c H A P. lefi all his authority, and that of the commanding officers, 
~would not be able to reftrain thefe enthufiafts from their 

J647• bloody purpofes r. 

INTELLIGENCE being daily brought to the king of 
• menaces thrown out by the agi~ators; he began to think: 

of retiring from Harnpton-Court, and of putting himfelf 
in fome place of fafety. The guards were doubled upon 
him : The prornifcuous concourfe of people refi:rained : 
,A more jealous care exerted in attending his perfon: All, 
under colour of protecting him from danger; but really 
with a view of making him uneafy in his prefent fituation. 
Thefe artifices foon Rroduced the intended effeCt. Charles, 
who was naturally apt to be fwayed by counfel, and who 
had not then accefs to any good counfel, took fuddenly a 
refolution of withdrawing himfelf, though without any 
concerted, at leaft, any rational fcheme, for the future 
difpofal of his perfon. Attended only by Sir John Berke-

Utn New, 
Iey, Afhburnham, and Leg, he privately left Hampton-
Court; and his efcape was not difcovered, till near an 
hour after; when thofe, who entered his chamber, found 
on the table fome letters direCl:ed to the parliament, to 
the general, and to the officer, who had attended him s, 

All night, he travelled through the foreft, and arrived 
next day at Tichfield, a feat of the earl of Southampton's, 
where the countefs dowager refided, a woman of honour, 
to whom, the king knew, he might fafely entrufi: his 
perfon. Before he arrived at this place, he had gone to 

the fea-coafi:; and exprefi'ed great anxiety, that a fhip, 
which he feemed to look for, had not arrived; and thence, 
Berkeley and Leg, who were not in the fecret, conjec­
tured, that his intention was to tranfport himfelf beyond 
fea. 

K.in_g flies to THE king could not hope to remain long concealed at 
the Jfie of T' hfi Id Wh 
Wight, IC e : at meafure fhould next be embraced, was 

r Clarendon, vol. v. p. 76. s Rulh, vol, viii, p. 871, 
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the quefiion. In the neighbourhood lay the ifle of Wight, C H A P. 

of which Hammond was governor. This man was en-~ 
tirely dependent on Cromwel. At his recommendation 1647· 

he had married a daughter of the famous Hampden, who, 

during his life-time, had been a'n intimate friend of Crom-

wel's, and whofe memory was ever refpected by him. 

Thefe circumil:ances were very unfavourable: Yet be-

caufe the governor was nephew to Dr. Hammond, the 

king's favourite chaplain, and had acquired a good cha-
racter in the army, it was thought proper to have recourfe 

to him, in the prefent exigence, when no other rational 

expedient could be th_ought of. Alhburnham and Berke-

1ey were difpatched to the ifland. They had orders not 

to inform Hammond of the place, whe1 e the king was con-

cealed, till they had firfr obtained a promife from him not 

to deliver up his majefiy, though the parliament and 

army !hould require him; but to refiore him to his.liberty, 

if he could not protect him. This promife, it is evident, 

would have been a very fl cndcr fecurity: Yet even with-

out exacting it, Aihburnh:1m, imprudently, if not trea­

cheroufly, brought Hammond to Tichfield; and the king 

was obliged to put himfelf in his hands, and to attend 

him to Carifbroke-ca!l:le in the ifle of vVight, where, 

though received with great demonfrrations of refpetl: and 

duty, he was in reality a prifoner. 

LoRD CLARENDON t is pofitive, that the king, when 

he fled from Hampton-Court, had no intention of going 

to this ifland ; and indeed all the circumil:ances of that 
hiftorian's narrative; which we have here followed, 

firongly favour this opinion. But there remaif!s a letter 
of Charles's to the earl of Laneric, fecretary of Scotland; 

in which he pbinly intimates, that that meafure was 

voluntar~ly embraced, . and even infinuates, that, if he 

had thought proper, he might have been in Jerfey or any 

t P. 79t So, &c •. 
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C H A P. other place of fafcty u. Perhaps, he frill confided in the 

~ promifes of the · generals; and flattered himfelf, that, if 
J647· be were removed ft!om the fury of the agitators, by which 

his life was immediately threatened, they would execute 

what they had {o often promifed in his favour. 

WHATEVER may be the truth in this matter; for it is 

impoffible fully to afcertain the truth; Charles never took 

a weaker fiep, nor one more agreeable to Cromwel and 

all his enemies. He was now lodged in a place, removed 

from his partizans, at the difpofal of the army, whence 

it would be very difficult to deliver him, either by force 

or artifice. And though it was always in the power of 

Cromwel, whenever he pleafed, to have fent him thither; 

yet fuch a meafure, without the king's confent, would 

have been very invidious, if not attended with fome 

danger. That the king fl1ould voluntarily throw himfelf 

into the fnare, and thereby gratify his imphcable perfe­

cutors, was to them an incident peculiarly fortunate, and 

proved in the iffue very fatal to him. 

CRoMWEL, being now entirely mafier of the parlia~ 

ment, and free from all anxiety, with regard to the cuf­

tody of the king's perfon, applied himfelf ferioufly to 

quell thofe diforders in the army, which he himfelf had 

{o artfully raifed, and fo fuccefsfully employed, againit 

·both king and parliament. In order to engage the troops 

into a rebellion againfi their mafrers, he had en~ourageq 
an arrogant fpirit among the inferior officers af!d private 

men; and the camp, in many refpects, carried more the 
appearance of civil liberty than of military obedience. 

The troops themfelves were formed into a kind of repub-

. lie; and the plans of imaginary republics, for the fettle­

ment of the fiate, were, every day, the topics of con­

verfalwn among thefc armed legiflators. Royalty it was­

agreed to abolifh: Nubility mufr be fet afide: Even ail 

u See note [DJ at the end of the volume, 
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tanks of men be levelled; and an univerfal equality ofC H A P. 
LIX. 

property, as well as of power, be introduced among the '--v--1 

ctttzens. The faints, they faid, were the fait of the 1647· 

earth: An entire parity had place among the eleCl:: 
And, by the fame rule, that the apofilcs were exalted 
from the mofr ignoble profeffions, the meanefr f~ntinel, if 
enlightened by the fpirit, was entitled to equa1 regard with 
the grcatefi commander. In order to wean the foldiers 
from thefe licentious maxims, Cromwel had iffued orders 
for difcontinuing the meetings of the agitators; and he 
pretended to pay entire obedience to the parliament7 

whom, being now fully reduced to fubjeCl:ion, he pur­
pofed to make, for the future, the infiruments of his 
authority. But the Levellers, for fo that party in the 
army was called, having experienced the fweets of do­
minion, would not fo eafily be deprived of it. They 
fecretly continued their meetings: They affertcd, that 
their officers, as much as any part of the church or fi:ate, 
needed reformation: Several regiments joined in fedi­
tious remonfirances and petitions w: Separate rendevoufes 
were concetted : And every thing tended to anarchy and 
confufion. But this difi:emper was foon cured by the 
rough, but dextrous hand of Cromwe1. He chofe the 
opportunity of a review, that he might difplay the greater 
boldnefs, and fpread the terror the wider. He feized 
the ringleaders before their companions: Held in the 
field a council of war: Shot one mutineer infrantly : 
And frruck fuch dread into the refr, that they prefently 
threw down the fymbols of feditioa, which they had 
difplayed, and thenceforth returned to their wonted difci­
pline and obedience x. 

CRoMWEL had great deference for the counfels of Ire­
ton; a m~n, who, having grafted the foldier on the 

w Rufh. vol. viii. p. 84·5, 859~ 
ion, vol, v, P• 87. 

x Idem, ibid, p. 87S. Claren-
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c H A P. lawyer, the fratefman on the faint, had adopted fuch prin· 

~ ciples as were fitted to introduce the fevereft tyranny, 

1647. while they feemed to encourage the m oft unbounded 

licence, in human fociety. Fierce in his nature, though 

probably fincere in his intentions; he purpofed by arbi­

trary power to efrablifh liberty, and, in profecution of his 

imagined religious purpofes, he thought himfelf difpenfed 

from all the ordinary rules of morality, by which inferior 

mortals muft allow themfelves to be governed. From his 

fuggefticn, Cromwel fecretly called at Windfor a coun­

cil of the chief officers, in order to deliberate concerning 

the fettlement of the nation, and the future difpofal of 

the king's perfon r. In this conference, which commenced 

with devout prayers, poured forth by Cr.omwel himfelf 

and other infpired perfons (for the officers of this army 

received infpiration with their commiffion,) was firft 

opened the daring and unheard-of counfel, of bringing 

the king to jufrice, and of punilhing, by a judicial fen­

tence, their foveregn for his pretended tyranny and mal­

adminiftration. While Charles lived, even though re­

frrained to the clufefi: prifon, confpiracies, they knew, 

and infurrechons would never be wanting, in favour of a 

prince, who was fo extremely revered and beloved by his 

own party, and whom the nation in general began to 

regard with great affeCtion and cornpaffion. To murder 

him privately was expofed to the imputation of injufi:ice 

ancl cruelty, aggravated by the bafenefs of fuch a crime; 

and every odious epithet of 'rraitor and .t!J!ajjin would, by 
the general voice of mankind, be undifputably afcribed 

to the aCt:ors in fuch a villany. Some unexpeCted pro­

cedure muft be attempted, which would aftonilh the 

world by its novelty, would bear the femblance of jufiice, 

and would cover its barbarity by the audacioufnefs of the 

enterprize. Striking in with the fanatical notions of the 

Y Clarendon, vol. v. p. 9 ~. 
entire 
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entire equality of mankind, it would enfure the devoted c H A P. 

1 
LIX. 

obedience of the army, and ferve as a genera engage- "--v--J 
ment againfi: the royal family, whom, by their open and 1647•. 

united deed, they would fo heinoufly affront and injure~. 
THrs meafure, therefore, being fecretly rcfolved on, 

it was req uifite, by degrees, to make the parliament adopt 
it, and to conduCl: them from violence to violence; till 
this lafi: aCt: of atrocious iniquity fhould fccm, in a man­
ner, wholly inevitable. The king, in order to remove 
thofe fears and jealoufies, which were perpetually pleaded 
as reafons for every invafion of the conftitution, had 
offered, by a meffage, fent fro:n Carifbroke-caftle, to 
refign, during his own life, the power of the militia and 
the nomination to all the great offices ; provided, that, 
after his demife, thefe prerogatives fuould revert to the 
crown a. But the parliament ~Cl:ed entirely as viCtors and 
enemies ; and, in all their tranfactions with him, payed 
no longer any regard to equity or reafon. At the infti­
gation of the independents and army, they negleCted this 
offer, and framed four propofals, which they fent him 
as preliminaries ; and, before they would deign to t;eat, 
they demanded his pofitive affent to all of them. By one, 
he was required to inveft the parliament with the military 
power for twenty years, together with an authority to . 
levy whatever money fhould be neceffary for exercifing it: 
And even after the twenty years lhould be elapfed, they 
referved a right of refuming the fame authority, when­
ever they fuould declare the fafety of the kingdom to re-

2 The following was a favouritl' text among the enthufiafl:s of that age. 
" Let the high praifes of God be in the mouths of his faints, and a two• 
~' fold fword in their hands, to execute vengeance upon the heathen and 
'' puniihment upon the people; to bind their kings with chains and their 
" nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgment& written : 
" This honour have all his faints.'• Pfalm cxlix. ver. 6, 71 8, 9• Hugh 
Peters, the mad chaplain of Cromwel, preached frequently upon this text. 

a Ruih, vol. viii. p. 8So. 
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c H A P. quire it. By the fecond, he 'was to recall all h~s procla~ 
~ mations and declarations againfl: the parliament, and 

1647• acknowledge that affembly to have taken arms in their 

juft and neceffary defence. By the third, he was to· 

annul all the aCI:s, and void all the · patents of peerage, 

which had paffcd the great feal, fincc it had been carried 

from London by lord-keeper Littleton; and at the fame 

time, renounce for the future the power of making peers 

without confent of parliament. By the fourth, he gave 
the two houfes power to adjourn as they thought proper: 

A demand feemingly of no great importance; but con­
trived by the independents, that they might be able to 

remove the parliament to places, where it lhould remain 

in perpetual fubjeCl:ion to the a~my b. 

x648. The king regarded the preten!ion as unufual and 
exorbitant, that he ihould make fuch conceffions, while 

not fecure of any fettlement; and.fhould blindly trufi his 
enemies for the conditions, which they were afterwards 

to grant him. He required, therefore, a perfonal treaty 

with the parliament, and defired, that all the terms, on 
both fides, lhould be adj ufied, before any conceffion, on 
either fides, fhould be infi£l:ed on. The republican party 
in the houfc pretended to take fire at this anfwer; and 

openly inveighed, in violent terms, againft the perfon and 

government of the king; whofe name, hitherto, had 

commonly, in all debates, been mentioned with fome 

degree Df reverence. Ireton, feeming to fpeak the fenfe 

of the army, under the appellation of many thoufand 

godly men, who had ventured their lives in defence of 
the parliament, faid, that the king, by denying the four 
bills, had refufed fafcty and proteCI:ion to his people; that 

their obedience to him was but a reciprocal duty for his 

protection of them ; and that, as he had failed on his 

b Clarendon, vol. v. p. 88, 
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part, they were freed from all obligations to allegiance, c H A P. 
llX. and mufr fettle the nation, without confutling any longer~,..._.,...., 

fo mifguided a prince c. Cromwel, after giving an am.. 1648. 

pie character of the valour, good affections, and god-

linefs of the army, fuhjoinect, that it was expected the 

parliament fl1ould guide and defend the kingclom by their 

own power and refolutions, and not accufl:om the people 

any longer to expect fafety and government from an obHi-

nate man, whofe heart God had hardened ; that thofe, 

who, at the expence of their blood, had hitherto defended 

the parliament from fo . many dangers, would frill con- . 

tinuc, with fidelity and courage, to protect them againfr 

all oppofition, in this vigorous meafure. " ~earh them 

" not," added he, " by your negleCl:ing your own fafety 

" and that of the kingdom (in which theirs too is in-

" vol ved) to imagine themfel ves betrayed, and their 
" interefl:s abandoned to the rage and malice of an irre-

" concileable enemy, whom, for your fake, they ha\'e 

" dared to provoke. Beware, (and at theft words he laid 

" his hand 011 his fword,) beware, left defpair caufe them 

" to feek fafety by fome other means, than by adhering 

" to you, wh.J know not how toconfult your own fafetyct. '' 

Such arguments prevailed; though ninety-one membeti 

had frill the courage to oppofe. It was voted, that no 
1
stb J

1
n. 

more addrdfes be made to the king, nor any letters or 

melfages be received from him; and that it be treafon 
for any one, without leave of the two houfes, to have any 

intercourfe with him. The lords concurred in the fame 
ordinance e. 

BY this vote of non-addreffes, fo it was called, the 
king was, in reality, dethroned, and the whole confii­

tution formalJy overthrown . So violent a meafure was 

fupported by a decla~ation of the commons no lefs violent. 

c Cl. Walker, p, 70. 
p. 96 5· 967. 

Q !bid p. 70· e Rulll, vol. viii. 
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c H A P. The blackefl: calumnies were there thrown upon the 
~ LI~ kino-. fuch as even in the:r famous remonfrrance, they 
--v--- 0' ' J6fS· thought proper to omit, as incredible and extravagant : 

The poifoning of his father, the betraying of Rochelle, 

the contriving of the Irilh maffacre r. By blafring his 
fame, had that injury been in their power, they formed 

a very proper prelude to the executing of violence on his 

perfon. 
No fooner had the king refufed his affent to the foUl 

bills, than Hammond, by orders from the army, removed 

all his fervants, cut off his correfpondence with his 

frie~ds, and 1hut him up in clofe confinement. The 

king afterwards iliowed to Sir Philip Warwick, a decre­

pid old man, who, he faid!) was employed to kindle his 

fire, and was' the bcft company he enjoyed, during fcveral 

months that this rigorous confinement lafied g. No 
amufement was allowed him, nor fociety, which might 

relieve his anxious thoughts: To be fpeedily poifoned or 

affaffinated was the only profpeCl:, which he had, every 

moment, before his eyes: For he entertained no appre­

henfion of a judicial fentence and execution; an event, 

of which no hifiory hitherto furnifhed an example. 

Meanwhile the parliament was very indufirious in pub­

li!hmg, from time to time, the intelligence, which they 

received from Hammond; how chearful the king was, 

how pleafed with every one that approached him, how 

fatisfied in his prefent condition h: As if the view of fuch 

benignity and confrancy had not been more proper to 

inflame, than allay, the general compaffion of the people. 

The great fource whence the king derived confolation 
amidfr a1l his calamities, was undoubtedly reliaion · a 

principle, which, in him:J feems to have contained ~othinO" 0 

£erce or gloomy, nothing which enraged him againfi his 

f Rulh. vol. viii. P· ggS. 

g Warwick, P<l~9• 

Clarendon, vol. v. p. 93• 
ll Ru.h, vol. viii, p. g8g. 
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~dverfarics, or terrified him with the difmal profpea ofC H A P. 

futurity. While every thing around him bore a ho!lile ~ 
afpetl:; while friends, family, relations, whom he paf- 164-8• 

fionately loved, were placed at a difl:ance, and unable to 
ferve him; he repofed himfelf with confidence in the 
arms of that being, who penetrates and fuftains all nature, 
and whofc feverities, if received with piety and refigna-
tion, he regarded as the fureft pledges of unexhaufl:ed 
favour. 

THE parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed not, Second civil 

in tranquility, that power, which they had obtained war. 

with fo much violence and injufiice. Combinations and 
confpiracies, they were fen fib le, were every where form-
ing around them; and Scotland, whence the king's caufe 
had received the fidl fatal difafl:er, feemed how to promife 
it fupport and affifhnce. 

BEl<'ORE the furrender of the king's perfon at New­
ca!lle, and much more, fince th::lt event, the fubjetl:s of 
difcontent had been daily multiplying between the two 
kingdoms. The independents, who began to prevail, 
took all occafions of mortifying the Scots, whom the 
pre!byterians looked on with the greatefr affeCtion and 

eneration. When the Scottilh commiffioners, who, 
joined to a committee of Englifh lords and commons,. 
had managed the war, were ready to depart, it was pro­
pofed in parliament to give them thanks for their civilities 
and good offices. The independents infifted, that the 
words, Good ojficts, lhould be frruck out ; and thus the 
whole brotherly friend!hip and intimate alliance with the 
Scots refolved itfelf into an acknowledgment of their 
being well-bred gentlemen. 

THE advance of the army to London, the fubjetlion 
of the parliament, the feizing of the king at Holdenby, 
his confinement in Carifbrokc-cafile, were fo many blows, 
fcnfibly felt by that nation; as threatening the final over-

! 2 thro\V 
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c H A P. throw of prefoytery, to. which they were fo paffionately 

~devoted. The covenant was profanely called, in the 

16-t8· houfe of commons, an almanac out of date i; and that 
impiety, though complained of, had paffed uncenfured. 

lnfiead of being able to determine and efiablifh ortho­
doxy by the fword and by penal fiat"utes, they faw the· 

fetl:arian army, who were abfolute mafters, claim an un­

bounded liberty of confcicnce, which the prefbyterians 
regarded with the utmofi abhorrence. All the violences> 
put on the king~ they loudly blamed, as repugnant to 

the covenant, by which they frood engaged to defend his 

royal perfon. And thofe very aCtions, of which they 

themfel ves had been guil · y, they denominated treafon 

and rebellion, when executed by an oppofite party. 
THE earls of Loudon, Lauderdale, and Laneric, who 

were fent to London, protefied againfr the four bills ; 

as conta:ning too great a diminution of the king~s ci­

vil power, and providing no fecurity for religion. They 

complained) tlut, notwithfianding this protcfiation, the 

bills were frill infifted on ; cpntrary to the folemn league, 

and to the treaty between the two nations. And when 

they accompanied the Englifh comrniflioners to the i!le 
of Wight, they fecretly formed a treaty with the king, 

for arming Scotland in his favour~=. 
Jnvafion THREE p;;,rties, at that time, prevailed in Scotland: 

from Scot- The Rovalu'1s, who infifred upon the refioration of the 
land. ./ 

king's authority, without any regard to relig1ous feB:s or 
tenets: Of thefe Montrofe, thoucrh abfent was renarded 

b ' ~ 
as the head. The Rigid prejbyterians, who hated the king, 

even more than they abhorred to~eration ; and who deter­

mined to give him no affiftance, till he fhou1d fubfcribe 

the covenant: Thefe were governed by Argyle. The 
}dodcrate prejb)'terians, who endeavoured to reconcile the 

interefis of religion and of the crown, and hop!d, by 

. i C1. Walker, p. So, k Clarendon. vol. v. p. IOI , . 
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fupporting the pre!byterian party in England, to fupprefs c ~~: r. 
the fecbriun army, and to re-infiate the parliament, as~ 

well as the king, in their juft freedom and authority: 

The two brothers, Hamilton and Laneric, were leaders 

of this party. 

WHEN Pendennis caftle was furrendered to the parli­

amentary army, Hamilton, who then obtained his liberty, 

returned into Scotland; and being generou!ly determined 

to remember ancient favours, more than recent injuries, 

he immediately embraced, with zeaJ and fuccefs, the 

protection of the royal caufe. He obtained a vote from 

the Scottith parliament to ann 40,000 men in fupporr of 

the king's authority, and to call over a confiderable hotly 

under l\1onro, who commanded the Scottifu fvr~cs ia 

Ulfter. And though he openly protcfted, that the co­

venant was the foundatiou of all his me«furcs, he fecretly 

entered into correfpondence with the Engli{h royalifts, Sir 

11armaduke Langdale a.nd Sir Philip I\1u(gravc, who had 

levied conuderable forces in the north of England. 

THE general affcmbly, who fat ~t the fa:ne time, and 

was guided by Argylc, dreat.led the conleq uence of thcie 

meafures, and forefaw, th.tt the oppofite party, if fuc­

cefsful, would efFect the reftoration of monarchy, with­

out the cftablifhmcnt of prefbytcry, in England. To 

join the king before he hJd fubfcrib2d the covenant, was, 

in their eyes, to rcftorc him to his honour btforc Chri.ll: 

had obtained his 1 ; and they thundered o'ut anathemas 

againft every one, who payed obedience to the pariia­

mcnt. Two fupreme independent judicatures were 

ercB:ed in the kingdom ; one threatening the people with 

damnation and eternal torments, the other with impri­

fonment, b:mithment, and military execu~ion. 1'he 
people were difiracted in their choice; and the armament 

cf HamiltOI"l's party, though feconded by all the civil 

1 Whitlock, p. 305. 
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c H A P. power, went on but flowly. The royalifis he would 

LIX. not as yet allow to J'oin him, left he might give offence 
'---v--' ' ' . 

1643. to the ecclefiafiical party; though he f\:cretly pro~mfed 
them truft and preferment) as foon as his army ihould 

advance into England. 
WHILE the Scots were making preparations for the 

jnvafion of England, every par:: of that king<JOlll wa~ 

agita ed with tumults, infurreClions, confpiracics, dif4 

contents. It is feldom, that the people gain any thing 

by revolutions in government; bccaufe the new fettle~ 
ment, jealous and infec.urc, mufi commonly be fupported 

with more expence and feverity than the old: But on no 

occafion was the truth of this maxim more fenfibly felt, 

than in the prefent fituation of England. Complaints 

againfi the oppreffion of !hip-money, againfi: the tyranny 

of the fiar-chamber, had rouzed the people to arms: And 

h~·:mg gained a complete vitlory over the crown, they 

found themfelves loaded with a multiplicity of taxes, 

formerly unknown; and tcarccly an appearance of law 

;1nd liberty remainea in the adminifl:ration . The pref., 

byterians, who had chiefly fupported the war, were 

enraged to find the prize, j ufi when it feemed within 

their reach, fnatched by violence from them. The roy­

alifis, difappointed in their expectations, by the cruel 

treatment which the king now received f10m the army1 
were firongl y animated to reftore him to liberty, and to 

recover the advantages, which they had unfortunately 

loft. All orders of men were inflamed with indignation 

at feeing the military prevail over the civil power, and 

king and parliament at once reduced to fuhjecrion by a 

mercenary army. Many perfons of family and difiinc­

tion had, from the beginning of the war, adhered to the 

parliament: But all tbefe were, by the new party, de-= 

prived of autho:-ity; and every office was entrufl:ed to the 

moft i~noble part of th<:! nation. A bafe populace ex-
. ~lteq 
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alted above their fuperiors: Hypocrites exerciiin~ ini- C H A P. 
LJX. 

quity under the vizor of religion: Thef~: circumfiances '..--..,--..J 

promi{ed not much liberty or lenity to the people; and 1 ~48 • 
thefe were now found united, in the fame ururped and 

illegal adminifiration. 

'l'HoUGH the whole nation feemed to combine in their 

hatred of military tyranny, the ends which the feveral 

parties purfued, were fo different, that little concert was 

obferved in their infurrections. Langhorne, Poyer, and 

Powe], Prcibyterian officers, who commanded bodits of 

troops in Wales, were the firfi that declared thcmfclves; 

and they drew together a confiderable army in thofe parts, 

which were extremely devoted to the royal caufe. An 
infurreB:ion was raifed in Kent by young Hales and the 

earl of Norwich. Lord Capel, Sir Charles Lucas, Sir 

Gcorge Lifle, excited commotions in Eifcx. The earl 

()[ Holland, who had fevcral times changed fides, iince 

the commencement of th.:: civil \\cars, endeavoured to 

affemble forces in Surrey. Pomfret cafile in York{hire 

was furprized by 1\'lorrice. Langda!e and ivlu(.;r~ve 

were in arms, and mafrers of Berwic and Carldle in the 

north. 
WHAT feemed the mofi dangerous circnmftance; the 

general fpirit of di(content had feized the fleet. Seven­

teen lhips, lying in the mouth of the river, declared for 

the kin""; and putting Rainiborow, their admiral, alhorc, 

f:tiled over to Holland, where the prince of "'~ales rook 

the command of them m. 

THE Englifh royalifts exclaimed loudly againfr Ha­

milton's delays, which they attributed to :1 refined po­

licy in the Scots; as if their intentions were, that all the 

king's party ihould firfr be fupprdfcd, and the viCtory 

remain foldy to the prdbyterians. Hamilton, with bett r 

m Clarendon, vol. v. p. 137• 
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c H A P. reafon, complained of the precipitate humour of the Eng-
LIX. b . "11 . d . r n· ~ d _ li{h royalifis, who, y their 1 -t1me Iniurrecnons, orce 

1~48 him to march his army, before his levies were completed, 

or his preparations in any forwardnefs. 

No commotions, beyond a tumult of the apprentices, 

which was foon fupp:·effed, were raifed in London: Th~ 

terror of the army kept the citizens in fubjeB:ion. The 

parliament was fo over-awed, that they declared the 

Scots to be enemies, and all who joined them, traitors. 

Ninety members, however, of the lower houfe had the 

courage to diffent from this vote. 

CRoMWEL and ' the military council prepared them­

felves with vigour and conduB: foF defence. The c.fbb­

lifhment of the army wa~, at this time, 26,ooo men-; but 

by inlifiing fupt>rnumcraries, the regiments were greatly 

augmented, and commonly confifted of more than double 

their fiatcd complement"· Colonel Horton firil attacked 

the revolted troops in \Vales, and gave them a confider­

able defeat. T -he remnants of the vanquilhed threw 

thcmfelves into Pembroke, and were there clofcly be­

:ficged, and foon after taken, by Cromwel. Lambert 

was oppofcd to L~mgdale and Mufgrave in the north, 

and gained advantaees over them. Sir Mic.hael Livefey 

(lefeated the earl of HollanJ at Kingfton, and purfuing 

his viClory, took h!. 1 prifoner at St. Neots. Fairfax, 

havi.Pg ro'lted tl!e Kcntiili royalifts at MaidfiGne, fol­

lowed th'~ broken army: And when they joined the roy­

a1ifis of EfTex, and threyv themfclves into Colchefier; .he 
~aid fiege to that p:acc, whtch defended itfelf to the ldl: 

extremity. A new fleet W<lS manned, and fent out under 

the cotnmand of Wanvic, to oppofe the revolted fuips~ 
pf which the prince haJ taken the command. 

\VHILE the forces were employ~d in all quarters, the 

p~rl~ament regained its liberty, and began to act with it~ 

n !Vhitloc~e1 P: ':S-t~ 
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wonted courage and fpirit. The members_, who had c H A P. 
LIX. withdrawn, from terror of the army, returned; and~ 

infufing boldnefs into their companions, refiored to the 164-Z. 

, prefbytcrian party the afcendant, which it had formerly 
loft. The ~leven impeached members were recalled, and 
the vote, by which they were expelled, was reverfed. 
The vote too of non-addrelfes was repealed ; and com­
mit1ioners, five peers and ten commoners, were fent to 
Newport in the ifle of Wight, in order to treat with the 
king 0 • He was allowed to fummon feveral of his friends 
and old counfellors, that he might have their advice in 
this important tranfaCl:ion P. The theologians on both 
fides, armed with their fyllogifms and quotations, attended 
!iS auxiliaries q. By them, the Rame had firfi: been raif­
ed; and their appearance was but a bad prognofiic of its 
extinC1ion. Any other iufhuments feemed better adapted 
for a treaty of pacification. 

'\Vr-IEN the king prefented himfelf to this company, a tgth ·Sept. 

g reat and fenfible alteration was remarked in his afpeCt, TNreaty of 
ewpJrt:. 

from what it appeared the y ar before, when he rcfided 
at Hampton Court. 'rhe moment his fervants had been 
removed, he had laid .. afide all care of his pcrfon, and had 
allowed his beard and hair to grow, and to hang dilhe-
velled and neg!eB:, d. His hair was become almofi: en-
tirely gray; either fro 1 the decline of years, or from 
that load of forrows, under which he labourea, and 
which, though borne with confiancy, preyed inwardly 
on his fenfible and tender mind. His friends beheld with 
compa11ion, and perhaps even his enemies, that grey and 
pifcrowned head; as he himfelf terms it, in a copy of 
verfes, which the truth of the'fentiment, rather than any 
~legance of expreffion, renders very pathetic r. Having 

o Clarendon, vol. v. p. 180. Sir Edward Waiker's perfeCt Copies, p. 6. 
P Ibid. p. ~· '1 ~bid, P• 8, 38. r BurneL'a Memoirs of 

ftamilto~, 
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C H A P. in vain endeavoured by courage to defend his throne from 
LIX. · b · ~ his armed adverf:uies, it now bchoved h1m, y reafonmg 

1648• and perfuafion, to fave fome fragments of it from thefe 

peacefu 1, and no lefs implacable negotiators. 

THB vigour of the king's mind, notwithftanding the 
feeming decline of his body, here appeared unbrckcn ~nd 
mtdecayed. The p:!rliamentary commifficners \vouid 

2llow none of his ccunc!l to be prefcnt, and rcfufcd to 

enter into reafoning with any but h imfdf. He alone, 

during the tranfaCtions of two months, wt~-..s obliged to 

maintain the argument againil fifteen men of the greatefi: 

parts and capacity in both houfes; and no advantage was 
ever obtained over him s. This was the fcene, above all 

cthers, in which he was qualified to excel. A quick 

conception, a cultivated undedl:anding, a chafi:e elocu­

tion, a dignified manner; by thefe accompliihments he 
triumphed in all difcuffions of cool ahd temperate rea· 

foning. The king is mucb changed, faid the e:.ul of Salif­
bury to Sir Philip Warwic: He is extremely improved of 
iatt'. No, replied Sir Philip; he was always fo: But you 

ore now at lajl Jenjibie of it t. Sir Henry Vane, difcourf­

ing with his fellow commiffioners, drew an argument 

from the king's uncommon abilities, why the terms of 

pacification muil: be rendered more firiB: and rigid u, 

Bu.t Charles's capacity fuone not equally in aetion as in 

.reafo,ning. 
THE firfr point, infifred on by the parliamentary com-

miffioners, w~s the king's recalling all his proclamations 
and declarations again!! the parliament, and the acknm,v­
ledging, that they had taken arms in their own defence. 

He frankly offered the former conceffion; but long 
fcrupled the latter. The falfehcod, as well as indignity 

of that acknowledgement, begat in his breail: an extreme 

s Herhert's M~moir s, p. 71., t Warwick, p. ~1.4• 
• Clartncion. Sir I.dwud Walker; r• 3'9• 
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reluchnce againft it. The king had, no doubt, in fome c H A P. 

particulars of moment, invaded, from a feeming neceffity, ·~ 
the privileges of his people: But having renounced all 164-S• 

claim to thcfe ufurped powers, having confeffed his errors, 
ancl having repaired every breach in the conftitution, and 
even crecled new ramparts, in order to fecure it; he 
could no longer, at the commencement of the war, be 
reprefented as the aggreffor. However it might be pre-
tended, that the former difplay of his arbitrary inclina-
tions, or rather his monarch ical principle!', rendered an 
offenfive or preventive war in the parliament prudent and 

reafonable; it could never, in any propriety of fpeech, 
make it be termed a defenfive one. But the parliament, 
fenfible, that the letter of the law condemned them as 
rebels and traitors, deemed this poi_nt abfolutely ne-
ceffary for their future fecurity : And the king, finding, 
t!1at peace could be obtained on no other terms, at laft 
yielded to it. He only entered a protefi, which was 
admitt~d; that no concefiion, made by him, iliould be 
valid, unlefs the whole treaty of pacification were con-
cluded w. 

HE agreed, that the parliament fhould retain, during 
the term of twenty years, the power over the militia and 
army, and that of levying what money they pleafed for 
their fupport. He even yielded to them the right of re­
fuming, at any time aftcnvards, this authority, whenever 
they lhould declare fuch a refumption necetiary for public 
fafcty. In effect, the important power of the fword was 
for ever ravl!hed from him and his fucceffors x. 

He agreed, that all the great offices, during twenty 
years, fuould be :filled by both houfes of parliament r, 
He rdiuquilhed to them the entire government of Ire­
land, and the conduct of the war there; z. fie renounced 

, Walker, p. rr, u. Zi• 
z lbid, p. 45• 

~ ~bid, p. srt y ~bid. P• 7S. 
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c H A P. the power of the wards, and accepted of I oo,ooo pounds 
~a year in lieu of ita. He acknowledged the validity of 

x64'S. their great feal, and gave up his own t>. He abandoned 
the power of creating peers without confent of parlia­
ment. And he agreed, that all the debts, contraCl:ed in 
vrder to fupport the war againft him, fhould be paid by 

the people. 
So great were the alterations, made on the Englilh 

conftitution by this treaty, that the king faid, not with­
out reafon, that he had been more an enemy to his peo­
ple by thefe conceffions, could he have prevented them, 

than by any other action of his life. 
OF all the demands of the parliament, Charles refufed 

only two. Though he relinq uifued alrnoft every power 
of the crown, he would neither give up his friends to 
punifurnent, nor dcfert what he efteemed his religious 
duty. The fevere repentance, which he had undergone, 
for abandoning Strafford, had, no doubt, confirmed him 
in the refolution never again to be guilty of a like error, 
His long folitude and fevcre afflictions had contributed to 
rivet him the more in thofe religious principles, which 
had ever a confiderable influence over him. His defire, 
however, of finifuing an accommodation induced him to 
go as far in both thefe particulars, as he thought any wife 

confiftent with his duty. 
THE eftates of the royalifts being, at that time, almoft 

entirely under fequdl:ration, Charles, who could give 
them no proteCtion, confented, that they fhould pay fucb 
compofitions, as they and the parliament could agree on; 
and only begged, that they might be made as moderate 
as poffible. He had not the difpofal of offices; and it 
feemed but a fmall facrifice to confent, that a certain 
number of his friends fhould be rendered incapable of 

a WaJker, P• 6g. 77• 
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public employments c. But when "the parliament de- c H A P. 
LJX 

manded a bill of attainder and banilhment againfi: feven ~ 
perfons, the marquefs of Newcafi:Ie, lord Digby, lord x64l. 

Biron, Sir Marmaduke Langdale, Sir Richard Granville, 
Sir Francis Doddington, and judge Jenkins, the king ab-
folutely refufed compliance: Their banilhmen~ for a 
limited time he was willing to agree to d. 

RELIGION was the fatal point about which the differ­
ences had arifen ; and of all others, it was the leaft fuf­
ceptible of compofition or moderation between the con­
tending parties. · The parliament infifred on the efrablifu­
ment of preibytery, the fale of the chapter lands, the 
abolition of all forms of prayer, and frriCl laws againil: 
catholics. The king offered to retrench every thing, 
which he did not efteem of apofiolical infritution: He 
'":as willing to abolifu archbilhops, deans, prebends, ca­
nons : He offered, that the chapter lands fuould be let at 
low leafes during ninety-nine years: He confented, that 
the prefent church government lhould continue during 
three years e: After that time, he required not, that any 
thing lhould be refiored to bifuops but the power of or­
dination, and even_ that power to be exercifed by advice 
of the pre!byters r. If the parliament, upon the expira­
tion of that period, fiill infified on their demand, all 
other branches of epifcopal jurifdiB:ion were abolilhed~ 
and a new form of church government mufi, by common 
confcnt, be efrablifued. The book of common prayer he 
was willing to renounce, but required the liberty of ufing 
fome other liturgy in his own chapel "g: A demand, 
which, though feemingly reafonable, was pofitivcly re-

• fufed by the parliament. 
IN the difpute on thefe articles, one is not furprifed, 

that two of the parliamentary theologians ihould tell the 

c Walker, p. 6r, 
c lbid, p. 6s. 
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c It A P. king, Tbat if he did not confent to the utter abolition of epfj. 
LIX B · · · h r · ~ copacy, he would be damned. ut 1t .1s not Wit out 10me 

1641. indignation, that we read the follow1ng vote of the lords 

and commons. " The houfes, out of their detefi:ation 

" to that ab-ominable idolatry ufed in the mafs, do de­

" dare, that they cannot admit of, or confent unto, any 

~' fuch indulgence in any law; as is defired by his ma­
" jefty for exempting the queen and her family from the 

" penalties to be enaCted againft the exercife of the 
" mafs h," The treaty of marriage, the regard to the 

queen's fex and high ftatjon, even common humanity; 

all confiderations were undervalued, in comparifon of 

'their bigotted prejudices 1• 

It was evidently the interefr, both of king and parlia .. 

ment, to finifh their treaty with all expedition; and en· 

deavour, by their combined force, to refifr, if poffible, 

the ufurping fury of the army. It feemed even the in­

terefr of the parliament, to leave, in the king's hand, a 

confiderable £hare of authority, by which he might be 
enabled to protect them and himfdf, from fo dangerous 

an enemy. But the terms, on which they infifl:ed, were 
fo rigorous, that the king, fearing no worfe from the 

rnoft implacable enemies, was in no hafie to come to a 

conclufion. And fo great was the bigotry on both fides, 

that they were willing to facrifice the greatefi civil inter~ 

efts, rather than relinquilh the moft minute of their the­

ological contentions. From thefe caufes, affified by the 

artifice of the independents, the treaty was fpun out to 

fuch a length, that the invafions and infurreCl:ions were 

every where fubdued ; and the army had leifure to execute 

their violent and fanguinary purpofes. 

Civil war HAMILTON, having entered England with a numer· 
and invafion ous, though undifciplined army durft not unite his 
u~m~ , ' 

forces with thofe of Langdale ; becaufe the Engli!h 

) Walker, p. 71. i ~ee note (E] at the end of the volume. 
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royali!ls had refufed to take the covenant; and the Scot- c H A P. 

ti!h pre!bytcrians, though engaged for the king, refufed ~ 
to join them on any other terms. The two armies 1648. 

marched together though at fome di!l:ance; nor could 
even the approach of the parliamentary army under Crom-
wel, oblige the cove11antcrs to confult their own fafety, 
by a clofe union with the royalifts. When principles 
are fo abfurd and fo defhucrive of human fociety, it may 
fafely be averred, that, the more fincere and the more 
difinterefi-ed they are, they only become the more ridicu-
lous and more odious. 

CRoMWEL feared not to oppofe 8coo men, to the nu­
merous armies of 20,000, commanded by Hamilton and 
Langdale. He attacked the latter by furprize, near 
Prefi:on in Lancailiire k; and, though the royalifts m2de 
a brave refi.ftance, yet, not being fuccoured in time by 
their confederates, they were almofi: entirely cut in · 
pieces. Hamilton was next attacked, put to rout, and 
purfued to Utoxctcr, wl.ere he furrendered himfdf pri­
foner. Cromwel followed his advantage; and m:1rching 
into Scotland with a confi.derable body, joined Argyle, 
who was alfo in arms; and having fuppreffed Laneric, 
Monro, and other moderate prelhyterians, he placed the 
power entirely in the hands of the violent party. The 
ecclefiafrical authority, exalted above the civil, exercifed 
the fcvereft v.engeance on all who had a lhare in Hamil-' 
ton's engagement, as it was called; nor could any of 
that party recover truft, or even live in fafcty, but by 
doing folemn and public penance for taking arms, by 
authority of parliament, in defence of their lawful fove­
reign. 

THE chancellor, Loudon, who had, at firfl, counte­
nanced Hamilton~s enterprize, being terrified with the 
menaces of the clergy, had, lome time before, gone over 
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c H A P.-t0 the other party; and he now, openly in the church,. 

~though invefl:ed with the highefl: civil charaB:er in the 

1648. kino-dom did penance for his obedience to the parlia-
b ' 

ment, which he termed a carnal felf-fee king. He accom-

panied his penance with fo many tears, and fuch pathe­
tical addrdfes to the people for their prayers in this his 

uttermofi farrow and difirefs, that an univerfal weeping 

and lamentation took place among the deluded audience 1• 

THE loan o( great fums of money, often to the ruin of 

families was exaCl:ed from all fuch as lay under any fufpi­

cion of favouring the king's party, though their con­
duCt had been ever fo inoffenfive. This was a device, 

fallen upon by the ruling party, in order, as they faid, 

to reach Heart Malignants m. Never, in this ifland, was 

known a more fevere and arbitrary government, than 

was generally exercifed, by the patrons of liberty in both 

kingdoms. · 

THE fiege of Colcheficr terminated in a manner no 

lefs unfortunate than Hamilton's engagement, for the 

royal caufe. After fuffering the utmofi extremities of fa­

mine, after feeding on the vild1: aliments; the garrifon 

defired, at lafi, to capitulate. Fairfax required them to 

furrender at difcretion; and he gave fuch an explanati-on 

to thefe terms, as to referve to himfelf power, if he 

pkafed, to put them a1l infhntly to the fword. The 
officers endeavoured, though in vain, to perfuade the fol­

diers, by making a vigorous fally, to break through, at 

leafi, to fell their lives as dear as poffiblc. They were 
obliged 11 to accept of the conditions offered; and Fairfax, 

infiigated by Ireton, to whom Cromwel, in his abfence, 

had configned over the government of the paffive general, 

feizeJ Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George Lifle, and re­
foh·ed to make them infiant facribces to military jufiice. 

This unufual feverity was loudly exclaimed againfi by all 

1 Whitlocke, p. 360, m Gutllrey, n 18th of Auguft, 

the 
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the prifoners. Lord Cape], fearlcfs of danger, reproach- c H A P. 

ed lreton with it; and. challenged him, as they were all~~ 
engaged in the fame honourable caufe, to exercife thR 1611. 

fame impartial vengeance on all of them. Lucas was 
1irfr lhot, and he himfelf, gave orders to fire, with. the 
fame alacrity, as if he had commanded a platoon of his 
own foldiers. Lifle inflantly ran and ki!fed the de~d 
body, then chearful1y prefented himfelf to a like fate. 
Thinking that the foldiers, defl:ined for his execu-
tion, flood at too great a difiancc, he callc to them to 
come nearer: One of them replied, I'll warrant you, Sir, 
we'll hit you: He anfwered fmiJing, Friends, I have been 
nearer you when you have miffid me. Thus perilhed this 
generous fpirit, not lefs beloved for his modefi:y and hu-
manity, than efl:eemed for his courage and military con .. 
duet. 

SooN after, a gentleman appearing in the king's pre­
fcnce, cloathed in mourning for Sir Charles Lucas; 
that humane prince, fuddenly rccoilccting the hard fate 
of his friends, paid them a tribute, which none of his 
own unparalleled misfortunes ever cxtort,ed from him : 
He dilfolved into a flood of tears Q• 

BY thefe multiplied fucce!fes of• the army, they had 
fubdued all their enemies; and none remained but the 
he1plefs king and parliament, to oppofe their violent mea­
fures. From Cromwel's fuggefrion, a remonfirance was 
drawn by the council of general officers, and fent to the 
parliament. They there complain of the treaty with the 
king; demand his punifhment for the blood fpilt during 
the war; require a di!folution of the prefent parliament, 
and a more equal reprefentative for the future; and a!fert, 
that, though fervants, they are entitled to reprefent thefe 
important points to their mafi:ers, who are themfelves no 
better than fervants and truftees of the people. At the 

! Whitlocke, 
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c H A P. fame time, they advanced with the army to Windfor, 
LIX. 1 1 E {i. , k' ' r ~t N '----v--' aml fcnt co one ure to e1ze tne mg ~ pcoon ~ ew-
J6 ~ s. port, and convey him to Hurfr cafi:le m the ne1gh hour .. 

Th.: k n~ h J . d . n. · n. c. 
f ized ; r : ;n hood, where c was eta1ne Jn HriL-l connnc:T.cnt. 
'bj th~! .. rmy. 'Tnrs meafure being forefeen fome time before, tbe 

king was exhorted to make his efcape, which was con­

ceived to be very eafy : But having given his word to the 

parliament not to attempt the recovery of his liberty dur­

ir;g the tre:1ty, and three weeks after; he would not, by 
any perfuafion, be induced to hazard the reproach of 

violating that promife. In vain was it urged, that a 

promifc, given to the parliament, could no longer be 

binding; fince they could no longer afford him protec­
tion from violence, threatened him by other perfons, to 

whom he was bound by no tye or engagement. The 

king_ would indulge no refinements of cafuifiry, however 
p!aufible, in fuch delicate fubjeB:s; and \Vas refolved, 

that, wl1at depredations foever fortune ihould commit 
upon him, ilie never iliould bereave him of his honour P. 

THE parliam~nt loft not courage, notwithfl:anding the 

danger, with which they were fo nearly menaced. Tho' 
without any plan for refifl:ing military ufurpations, they 

refol vcd to withfiand them to the uttermofr; and rather 
to bring on a violent and vifible fubverfion of govern­
ment, than lend their authority to thofe illegal and fan­

gu inary meafures, which were projeB:ed. They fet afide 
the re;nonfirance of the army, without deigning to an· 

fwer it; they voted the feizing of the king's pe:[on, to be 
without their confent, and fent a metrage to the general, 

to know by what authority that cnterprize had been exe­

cuted; and they iffued orders, that the army iliould ad .. 

vancc no nearer to London. 
HoLLis, the prefent leader of the prefbyterians, was a 

man of unconquerable intrepidity; and many others of 

P Col, C eke's Memoirs1 p. 174• Ru!h. vol. viii. p. 1347• 
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that party feconded his magnanimous fpirit. It was pro- c H A P. 

pofed by them, th.at the generals and principal officers~~ 
fhould, for their difobedience and ufurpations, be pro- t6-t8. 

claimed traitors by the parliament. 

BuT the parlinment was dealing with men, who would 

not be frightened by words, nor retarded by any fcrupu­

lous delicacy. The generals, under the name of Fair­

fax, (for he frill allowed them to employ his name) 

marched the army to London, and placing guards in 
Wliitehall, the Meufe, St. J ames's, Durham-houfe, 

Covent-garden, and Palace-yard, furrounclcd the parlia­

ment with their hofrile armaments. 

THE parliament, defritute of all hopes of prevailing, D:!c•mb. G, 
· d h fi11 Th The huufc retamc , owever, courage to re 1u. ey attempte.l, pur,cJ. 

in the face of the army, to clofe their treaty with the 
king; and, though they had formerly voted his conceC-

fions with regard to the church and delinquents to be 

unfatisfaB:ory, they now took into confideration the final 
refolution with regard to the whole. After a violent 

debate of three days, it was carried by a majority of I 29 
againft 83, in the houfe of commons, that the king's 

conceffions were a foundation for· the houfcs to proceed 

upon in the fettlement of the kingdom. 

NEXT day, when the commons were to lneet, colonel 
Pride, formerly a drayman, had environed the houfe with 

two regiments; and, directed by lord Grey of Gro"by, 

he feized in, the paffage forty-one members of the prefby­

terian party, and fcnt them to a low room, which paffel 
by the appellation of bell; whence they were afterwards 

carried to feveral inns. Above 160 members mere were 

excluded ; and none were allowed to enter but the mofl: 

furious and moll: 8etermined of the independents; an,l 
thefc exceeded not the number of fifty or fxty. rfhi~ 

invafion of the parliament commonly pafied under th~ 

K a p~n= 
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c H A P. 1iamc of colonel Pride's purge; fo much difpofed was tlie 
~nation to make merry with the dethroning of thofe mem-

1678. bcrs, who had violently arrogated the whole authority of 
government, and deprived the king of his legal preroga-

ti ve·s. 
TIIE fubfequent proceedings of the parliament, if this 

I oiminutive affembly deferve that honourable name, reta;n 

not the leafr appearance of law, equity, or freedom. 

They inHantiy revcrfed the former vote, and declared the 

king;s conceffioris unfatisfaBory. They determined, that 

no member, ab!ent at this Iafr vote, iliould be received, 

till he fubfcribed it, as agreeab e to his judgment. Th~y 
renewed their former vote of non-addrelfes. And they 

commi~ted to prifon, Sir \Villi~m \Naller, Sir John Clot­

worthy, the generals l'v1afTey, Brown, Copley, and other 

leaders of the pre!byterians. Thefe men, by their credit 

~nd authority, which was then very high, had, at the 

commencement of the war, fupported the parliament; 

and thereby prepared the way for the greatnefs of the pre­

ient leaders, who, at that time, were of fmall account 

in the nation. 
THE Lcluded members having publifl1eJ a paper, con• 

taining a narrative of the violence, which hau been exer­

cifed upon them, and a protefi:ation, that all acts were 

void, which, from that time, had been tranfaCl:ed in the 

houfe of commons ; the remaining members encountered 

it with a declaration, in which they pronounced it falfe, 

fcandalous, feditious, and tending to the dcfiruB:ion of 

the viGble and fundamental government of the kingdom. 

THESE fudJen and violent revolutions held the whole 

nation in terror and al1:onithment. Every man dreaded to 

be trampled under foot, in the contention between thofe 

mighty powers, which oifputed for the fovereignty of the 

fiate. Many began to withdraw their efFeCls beyond fea: 

Foreigners fcrupled to give any credit to a people, fo torn 

t by 
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\y domellic faaion, and oppreffed by military ufurpa· c H A P. 

• J 1X. 
tion: Even the internal commerce of the ktngdom began ---J 

to ftagnate :_ A:1d in order to remedy thefe gro\ving evil , 16.;8. 

the generals, in the n?me of the army, publithed a de­

claration, in which they expre1fed their refolution of fup-
porting Jaw and jufriceq. 

T.ijE more to quiet the m:nds of men, the council of 

officers took into confiJeration, a fcheme called 'The agree­

tntnt of the people; being the plan of a republic, to be 
fubfrituted in the place of that government, which they 

had fo violent! y pulled in pieces • . !viany parts of this 

fcheme, f.or corr~B:i,ng the incq ualities of the reprct~ntatin·, 
are plaufible; had the nation been difpofed to rec i\'e it, 
or had the army intended to impofe it. Other parts a:c 
~oo perfect: for human nature, and favour fl:ron~ly of tpat 
fanatical fpirit, fo prevalent throughout the kingdom. 

THE height of all iniquity and fanatical extravagance 
}'Ct remained; the public trial anJ executic.n of their 
fovereign. To this period was every meafure precipitated 

by the zealous independents. The parliamentary leaders 

of that party had intended, that the army, tbcm(elves, 

thould execute thq.t daring enterprize; and they deemed 
fo irregular 4nd lawle[s a deed, bei1 fitted to fuch irrcgu· 
Jar· and lawlefs inftrumcnts r. But the general_, were too 
wife, to load themfelves fingly with the infamy, which, 

they kqew, muil: attend an .aCtion, fo lhockin~ to the 

general fentiments of m:mkincl. The parliament, they 

were refolved, !haul~ lhare with them the reproach of 'l 

rneaf4re, which was thought req uitite for the advance. 
rpent of their corpmon ends of fafety and ambition. In 
the hm~fe of commons) therefore a committee was ap"! 

pointed to bring in a charge agair.fi the king. On their 

report a vote paffed, decljring it ~reafon in a king, to 

Jeyy war againft his P.arlia111cnt.? and appointing a HIGil 

ll Ruth. vol. viii. p. 1364, r Wl tlot~e, 
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c H! P. CouRT oF JusTICE to try Charles for tbis new invent(d 

LL~. · r. } 1 r. f ~ treafon. Tb1s vote was 1cnt up tot 1e 10u1e o peers. 
J648. THE houfe of peers, during the civil wars, had, tll 

a1ong, been of fmall account; but it had lately, firce 
the king's fall, become totally contemptible; and very 
few members would fubmit to the mortification of attera­
ing it. It h<lppened, that day, to be fuller than ufrnl, 
anu they were aficmblcd to the numb~r of fix teen. Wi1h· 
out one 9iffenting voice, and almofi without deliberation, 
they infi;:mtly rejected the vote of the lower houfe, md 
<ll;journed themfd\'es for ten days; hoping, that this 
deby wou.d be able to retard the furious career of the 

s6~9· 

commons. 

THE commons v:cre not to be fioppcd by fo fmal' an 
ob.fb.cle. Havin6 {idl: efiablifhed a principle, whid is 

noble in itfelf, and fecms fpecious, but is belied by all 
hifrory and experience, Tbat the people are the origin of all 
jujl power; they next declared, that the common~ of 
Engbnd, affembled in parliament, being chofen by the 
people, and rcp:·efcnting them, arc the fupreme authcrity 
of the nation, and that whatever is enaCted and dec1Hed 
to be law by the commons, bath the force of law, v.ith-
out the conf..:nt of king or houfe of peers. The ordi­
nance for the trial of Charles Stuart, king of Enghnd, 
fv they called him, was again read and unanimouflr af-

fentcd to. . 
IN proportion to the enormity of the violences and 

ufurpatior:s, were augmented the pretences of fand:ity1 

among thofe regicides. " Should any one have vdun­
" tarily propofcd," faid Cr~mwel in the houfe, " to 
" bring the king to punifnment, I iliould have reg~rded 
" him as the grcatcfr traitor; but, fincc providence and 
" ncceffity have cart us upon it, I will pray to God for a 
t~ bleiling on your co'Jnfel~; though I am not prc?ared 

" tQ 
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' ' to give you any advice on this important occ;l!ion. C H A P. 

' ' Even I myfclf," fubjoined he, " when I was lately ~~..J • 

' offering up petitions for his majefry's refroration, fel~ t6"9· 

' ' my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, and con-
, , fidered this preter-natural movement as the anfwcr 
' ' which heaven, having rcjcCl:ed the k.ing, had fcnt to 
" my fupplic:1tions." 

A WOMAN of Hertfordiliirc, illuminated by propheti· 
c1l vifions, clefired admittance into the military council, 
md communicated to the officers a revelation, which af­

ftrcd them, that their mcafures were confccr:1ted from 
a.>Ovc, and ratified by a heavenly fanction. This intclli­
g~nce gave them great comfort, and much confirmed them 
it their prcfcnt rcfolutions '. 

CoLONEL Harrii<lll, the fon of a butcher, and the 
nofl: furious enthufiafl: in the army, was fent with a fl:rong 
prty to conduCt the king to London. At Windfor, 
Iamilton, who was there detained a prifoner, \V::Js ad­
nitted into the king's prcfcnce; and falling on his l·nocs, 

ptffionately ~:xdaimcd, }/.ly dear mqjler !-/ have indeed 
IJ,en fa tJ you, replied Charles, embracing him. }\To far­

tler intercourfe \Vas allowed betwe<"n them. The king 
v.as infl:antly hurried away. Hamilton long followed 
hm with his eyes, all fuffufed in tears, and prognofri­

C4ted, that, in this !hort [;11 utation, he had given the lafl: 
a~ieu to his fovereign ancl his friend. 

CHARLES himfelf was <dfured, that the period of his 
lice was now ap!l'roaching; but notwithffanding all the 
p·eparations, ·which were making, and the intelligence, 

'"hich he receivea, he could not, even yet, believe, that 
hs enemies really meant to conclude their violences by a 
ptblic trial and execution. A private affaffination Le every 
rr.oment looked for; and though Harrifon affured him, 

. 'at his apprchenlions were entire! y groundlefs, it w. by 

• Whitlocke, p. 360. 
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C H A P . that catafirophe, fo frequent with dethroned princes, tha~ 
~~he expet'l:cd to te~minate his life. In appearance, as well 

16~ 9 • as in reality, the king was no\y dethroned. All the ex­
teno·r fyrnbols of fovereignty were wi~drawn, and h.is at­

tendants had orders tO ferve him without ceremony. At 
firfi~ he was fuoc,ked with inflances of rudenefs anr} 
familiarity, to which he had been fo little accuftomed. 

Nothing fa cantemptiblt! tts a defpifed prince ! was the reflec­

tion, \Vhich they fuggefied to him. But he foon recon­

ciled hi~ mind to this,. as he had done to his ot~er c~la­

mities. 

ALL the circumfiances of the trial were now adju,!led; 
and the high court of j ufiice fully confiituted. It con. 

fified of J 33 perfons, as named by the commons ; but 

there fcarcely ever fate above 70: So difficult was it, 
notwithfianding the blindnefs of prejudice, and the allur~­
ments of interefi, to engage men of any name or charac­
ter in that c;rirninal ;neafure. Cromwel, Ireton, Harri­

fon, and the. chief officers of the army, mofi of them of 

mean bit th, were members, together with fome of the 

lov;er houfe and fome citizens of London. The twelve 

judges were at firfi appointed in the number: But as ~hey 

had affirmed, th~t it was c.ontrary to all the ideas of Eng­

lifll law to try the king for treafon, by whofe authority 

all accufations for treafon mufi necdfarily be c;onduCl:ed.; 

th:::ir names, as well as thofe of fome peers, were after· 

w~rds firuck out. Brad{haw, a lawyer, was chofen pre­

fident. Coke was appointed (olicitor for the people of 
England. Doriflaus, S,teele, and Afke, were n.amed a(~ 

fifl:ants. The court fat i~ We~minfrer-hall .• 

IT ·is remarkable, that, in calling over the court, 

when the crie; pronounced the name of Fairfax, which 

had been inferted in the number, a voice came from one 

of the fpectators, and cried, He has more wit than to bz 

here. When the charge wa read againft the king, In t~: 
n{(me 
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name ofthc pe~ple of England; the fame voice exclaimed, c rn~· P. 

Not a tenth part of them. Axtel the officer, who guarded ~ 

the court, giving orders to fire into the box, whence the(e 164~· 

infolent fpeeches came; it was difcovered, that lady Fair-

fax was there, and that it was . fhe who had had the cou:-

rJ.ge to utter them. She was a perfon of noble extraCtion, 

daughter of Horace lord V ere of Tilbury; but being 

feduced by the violence of the times, 1he had long feconded 

her hufband's zeal againfr the royal caufe, and was now, 

as Y'ell as he, firuck with abhorrence at the fatal and 

unexpected confequence of all his boafred vitl:orie~. 

THE pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of this tranf- T~e king•a 
n · r d d h 11. • · trtal. acoon corre1pon e to t e greatcn: conceptiOn, that ~s 

fuggefied in the annals of human kind ; the delegates of 
a great people fitting in judgment upon their fupreme 

magifl:rate, and trying him for his mifgovernment and 

breac.h of truft. The folicitor, in the name of the com­

mons, reprefented, that Charles Stuart, being admitted king 

f,>f England, and entrz!Jled with a limited power ; yet ne­

verthelefs, from a wicked defign to ereCt an unlimited and 

tyrannical government, had traiteroufly and malicioufly 

levi.ed war againfr the prefent parliament, an~ the people, 
vvhom they reprefented, and was therefore impeached as a 

tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and implacable 

enemy to the commonwealth. After the charge w~s 

pni{hed, t~e prefident direCl:ed his difcourfe to the king, 

and told him, t~at the court expeCl:ed his anf wer. 

THE king, though long detained a prifoner, and now 

produced as a criminal, f~fiained, by his magnanimoqs 

courage, the majefty of a morarch. With great t~mper 

aud dignity, he declined the authority of the court, and 
refufed to fubmit himfelf to their jurifdiCl:ion. He repre­

fentecf, that, having been engaged in treaty with his two 
houfe'i o'f parliament, and having finifhed almoft eve~y 
article, he had expeCled to be brought to his capital in 
' • • ~ ' • i • • • •• anothe~ 

• 4 ! 
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c H A P. another manner, and ere this time, t<:? have been reflorcd 
LIX. . d" . 11 t h" r 1 ~to h1s power, 1gn,ty, revenue, as we as o 1s penona 

1649· l"berty: That he could not now perceive any appearanOO< 
of the upper houfe, fo effential a member of the confti­
tution ; and had le::1rned, that even the commons, whofe 
authority was pretended, were fubducd by lawlefs force, 
and were bereaved of their liberty; 'T'hat he himfelf was 
their NATIVE HEREDITARY KING; nor was the whole 

authority of the frate, though free and united, intitled to 

try him, who derived his dignity from the Supreme Ma­
jcfty of Heaven: That, admitting thofe extravagant prin­

ciples, which levelled all orders of men, the court could 
plead no power, delt:gated by the people; unlefs the con­
f~n ~ of every inciiv idua1, ... do\vn to the meanefr and mofl: 
ignorant pcafant, lud bc~n previc:mfly afl<:cd and obtained: 
'I'hat he acknowleJgcd, witho,.t fcruple, that he had a 

trzf/l, committed t:) him, and one mofl: facrcd and in· 
vio:able; he was entruHed with the liberties of his p:ople, 
anc would not now betray them, by recognizing a power, 

fo~nded on the mo!l: atrocious violence and ufurpation: 
'I'hat having ta.'cn arms, and frequently expofcd his life, 

in defence of public liberty, of the confi:itution, of the 
fundamental laws of the kingdom, he was willing, in 

t~1is lafr and moft folcmn fcene, to feal with his blood 

thofe precious rights, for which, though in vain, he had 
fu long contended : That thofe, \.vho arrogated a title to 

fit as his judges, were born his fubjeEI:s, and born fubjech 

to thofe laws, which determined, That the king can d~ n~ 
'Wro:tg: That he was not reduced to the neccffity of lhel­

tcri!lg himfelf under this general maxim, which guards 

every Engliih mon:uch, even the leai1: dcfervrng; but 
was able, by the mo£1: fatisfactory rcafons, to jufl:ify thofe 

meafurcs, in which he had been engaged : That, to the 

whole world, and even to them, his pretended judges, 

~1e W<1S dc!l.rous, if called upon in another manner, to 

prov~ 
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prove the integrity of his conduct, and aff'ert the ju!l:ice C I-J. A r. 
of thofe defenfive arms, to which, unwillingly and unfor-~ 
tunately, he had had recourfe: But !.>that, in order to 1649. 

preferve a uniformity of conduct, he muft, at prdent, 

forego the apology of his innocence ; left, by ratifying 
an authority, no better founded than that of robbers and 

pyrates, he be juftly branded as the betrayer, infread of 
being applauded as the martyr, of the conftitution. 

THE prefidcnt, in order to fupport the majefiy of the 

peop1e, and maintain the_fuperiority of his court above 
the prifoner, frill inculcated, that he muft not dec ine the 

authority of his judges; that they over-ruled his objec­

tions; that they were delegated by the people, the only 

fource of every lawful power; and that kings themfclves 

aCted but in trufl: from that community, which had in­

vefted this high court of jufti.ce with its jurifdiCl:ion. 

Even according to thofe principles, which, in his prefent 

fituation, he was perhaps obliged to adopt, his behaviour, 

in general, will appear not a little hadh and barbarous; 

but when we confider him as a fubjetl:, and one too of 

no high charaCter, acldreffing himfelf to his unfortunate 

fovereign, his ftyle will be efteemed, to the lafi: degree, 

audacious and infolcnt. 

THREE times was Charles produced before the court, 

and as often declined their jurifdiB:ion. On the fourth, 

the judges having examined fome witndfes, by whom it 

was proved, that the king had appeared in arms againfi: 
the forces commiffioned by the parliament, they pro­
nounced fentence again!l: him. He feemed very anxious, 
at this time, to be admitted to a conference with the two 

houfes; and it was fuppofcd, that he intended to rcfign 

the crown to his fon : But the court refufed compliance, h 
Z71 Jaa. 

and confidered that requcfr as nothing but a delay of 

juft~ce. 

IT 
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c H A P. IT is confeffcd, that the king's behaviour, during this JaG 
~ fcene of his life, does honour to his memory; and that, 

16-19· in all q.ppearances before his judges, he never forgot his 
part, either as a prince or as a man. Firm and intrepid, 
he maintained, in each reply, the utmofi: perfpicuity and 
jufi:nefs both of thought and expre.ffion: Mild and equa .. 
ble, he rofe into no paffion at that unufual authority, 
which was aflumed over him. His foul, without effort 
or affeCtation, feemed only to remaip in the fituation fa ... 
miliar to it, and to look down with contempt on all the 
efForts of h4m411 malice and iniquity. The fol~iers, 
infl:igated by their fuperiors, were brought, though wit~ 
<lifficulty, to cry aloud for j ufiice: Poor fouls! faid the 
king to one of his attendant$; for a little money they would 
do as mucb agair:Jl their commanders t. Some of them wert;" 
permitted to go the utmofi length of brutal infolence, and 
to fpit in his face, as he was conducted !ilo!lg the paffage 
~o the court. To excit~ a fentirnept of piety was the; 
only effecr, whi~h this iphuman infult was able to pro. 
duce upon him. 

THE people, though under the rod of lawicfs, un ... 

limited power~ could not forbear, with the moft arden~ 
prayers, pouring forth their willies for his preferv;1tion; 
and, in his prefept di!l:refs, they avowed him, by their 
generous tears, for their monarch, whom, in their mif­
guided fury, they had before fo violently rejetlcd. The 
king was foftened at this moving fcene, and exprefi'ed his 
gratitude for their dutiful atfctlion. One foldier we, 
feized by contagious fympathy, demanded frcm heavep a 
bleffing on oppreifed and fallen majefiy: His officer, over· 
hearing the prayer, beat him to the ground in the king~s 
prefence. T'be punijhment, mctbinks, exceeds the offence; 
This was tqe refk0ion which Ch~r les. formed on that 
efcafionn. . . . 
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As foon as the intention of. trying the king was known c H A P. 
• } . d LIX . In foreign cou!"ltries, fo enormous an at!ion was exc a1mc ~ 
againfl: by the general voice of reafon and humanity; 1649• 

and all men, under whatever form of government they 
were born, rejeB:ed this example,. as the utmoft effort of 
undifguifed ufurpation, and the moft heinous infult on 
law and juflice. - 'The French ambaffador1 by orders from 
his court, interpofed in the king's behalf: The Dutch 
employed their good offices : The Scots exclaimed and 
protefted againfi the violence: The queen, tht! prince, 
wrote pathetic letters to the parliament. All felicitations 
were found fruitlefs with men whofe refolutions were 
fixed and irrevocable. 

FouR of Charles's friends, perfons of virtue and dig .. 
nity, Richmond, Hertford, Southampton, Lindefey, ap­
plied to the commons. They reprefented, that they were 
the king's counfellors, and had concurred, by their ad­
vice, in all thofe meafures, which were now imputed 
as crimes to their royal mafier: •That, in the eye of the 
law, and according to the dictates of common reafon, 
they alone were guilty, and were alone expofecl to cenfure 
for every .blameable aB:ioil' of the prince: And that they 
now prcfented themfelves, in order to fave, by their own 
puniihment, that precious life, which it became the com­
mons themfelves, and every fubjeCl:, with the utmoft 
hazard, to pro tea and defend vr. Such a generous effort 
tended to their honour; but contributed nothing towards 
'the king's fafety. 

THE people remained in that filence and afioni1hment, 
which all great paffions, when they have not an oppor­
tunity of exerting themfelves, naturally produce in the 
human mind. The foldiers, being inceffantly plied with 
prayers, fermons, and exhortations, were wrought up to 
a degree of fury, and imagined, that in the acts of the 

w Perim:hef,p. Ss. Lloyde, p. 319. 
m oft 
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c H A P. moil: cxtrc!:lC di!loyalty towards their I rince, confifted 
L IX. h . 11. • • h f h X _..; t e1r greatcn; ment m t e eye o eaven · • 

1G49· THREE days were allowed the king between his fen-
t~ncc and his execution. This interval he pafled wit,h 
great tranquillity, chiefly in rcad!ng and devotion. AU 
his family, that remained in England, were allowed acce{s 
to him. It confifl:ed only of the princcfs Elizabeth and 
the duke of Glocefl:er; for the duke of York had made 
his efcape. Glocefi:er was little more than an infant: 
The princcfs, uotwithfianding lier tender years, fuewed 

an advanced judgment; and the calamities of her family 
ha<.l made a deep impreffion upon her. After many pious 

confolations and advices, the king gave her in charge to 
tell the queen, that, during the whole courfe of his life, 
he had never once, even in thought, failed in his fidelity 
towards her ; and that his conjugal tendernefs and his 

lif~ thould have an equal duration. 

To the young duke too, he could not forbear giving 
forr.c z.dvice, in order to feafon his mind with early prin­

ciples of loyalty and obedience towards his brother, who 
W<!S fo foon to be his fovereign. Holding him on his 
knee, he faid, " Now they will cut off thy father's 
" head." At thefe words, the child looked very fted­
fafi:ly upon him. " Mark! child, what I fay: They 
" will cut off my head ! and perhaps make thee a king: 
" But mark what I fay: Thou mufr not be a king, as 
" long as thy brothers, Charles and J ames, are alive. 
" They will cut off thy brothers' heads, when they call 
" catch them ! And thy head too they will cut off at 
" lail: ! Therefore I charge thee, do not be made a 
" king by them!" The duke, fighing, replied, "I will 
" be torn in pieces firfl:!" So determined <lll an[wer, 

from one of fuch tender years, filled the king's eyes with 

tc;lrs of joy and admiration. 

x Burnet's Hifrory of his own Times. 
Evnt 
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.iv ~ n. y night, during this interval, the king flcpt C ~11 ,Z P. 

found as ufual ; though the noifc of workmen, emp oyed "--v----1 
in framing the fcaffold, and other preparations for his lEJi9· 

execution, continually rcfounded in his ears Y, The 
morning of the fatal day, he rofe early; and callinr; 
Herbert, one of his attendants, he b:H.lc him employ mora 
than ufual care in dre.ffing him, and preparing him for fo 
great and joyful a folemnity. Bifhop J uxon, a man 

3
oth J•n. 

endowed with the fame mild and fready virtues, by which 
the king himfelf was fo much difiinguifhed, a.ffified him 
in his devotions, and paid the la!l melancholy duties to 
his friend and fo\'ereign. 

THE fl:reet before \Vhitehall was the place defiined fer An? exe · 

the execution: For it was intended, by choofing that (u:JOn. 

very place, in fight of his own ptilace, to difplay more 
cviaently the triumph of popular jufi:icc over royal ml-
jefl:y. When the king came upon the fcaWold, he found 
it fo furrounded with foldicrs, that he could not expel::t to 

be heard by any of the people: He addrcfred, therefore~ 
his difcourfe to the few perfons Vvho were al· uL h:· · ~ 

• , .o~O [ 101 ; 
part,cularly colonel Tomlmfon, tq whote care he had 

la~cly b'ce.n COl~mitted, and ·t.!pon whom, as upon man; 
others, h1s amiab.le de!JOrtment had wrought an entire 
converfion. He J'<l1tified his own innocence in the late 
fatal wars~ ~nd obferved, that he had not taken arms till 

' after the parliament had inliftccl forces; nor had he any 
other object in his warlike operations, than to preferve 
that authority entire, which his predeceffors had tranfmit .. 
ted to him. He threw not, ho\vever, the blame upon the 
parliament; but was more incliz;ed to think, that m in­
firuments had interpofed, and raifed in them fears and 
jealoufies with regard to his intentions. Thouo-h inno­
cent towards his people, h~ ac:kno\-vledged the ;quity <.,f 
his executiOn in the eyes of his l'v1aker; ~aJ bf.:ned, 

Y Clem~nt Waiker's hillory uf indellenlency, 

th:lt, 
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C H A P. that an unjuft fentence, which he had fuffered to take 
LIX. . • n_ r. • ~effeCt, was now pundhed by an unJun ientence upon him-
1649· felf. He forgave all his enemies, even the chief infiru­

ments of his death; but exhorted them and the whofe 
nation to return to the ways of peace, by paying obedi­
ence to their lawful fovereign, his fon and fuccefror. , 
'\Vhcn he was preparing himfelf for the block, bifhop 

J uxon called to him: " There is, Sir, but one fhge 
" more, which, though turbulent and troublefome, is 

" yet a very fhort one. Confider, it will foon carry you 

" a great way; it will carry you from earth to heaven i 

" and there you fhall find, to your great joy, the prize, 

" to which you hafien, a crown of glory." " I go," 

replied the king, " from a corruptible to an incorruptible 
" crown; where no djfi:urbance can have place." At 
one blow was his head fevered from his body. A man in 

a vizor performed the office of executioner: Another, in 

a like difguife, held up to the fpeCl:ators, the head, 

iheaming with blood, and cried aloud, cr'his is the heaJ 

of a traitor ! 
IT is impoffible to defcribe the grief, indignation, and 

afronifl1ment, which took place, not only among the 
fpeetators, who were overwhelmed with a flood of for­

row, but throughout the whole nation, as foon as the 
report of this fatal execution was conveyed to them. 

Never monarch, in the full triumph of fuccefs and vic­

tory, was more dear to his people, than his misfortunes 

and magnanimity, his patience and piety, had rendered 

this unhappy prince. In proportion to their former delu­
fions, which had animated them againft him, was the 

violence of their return to duty and afFection; while each 

reproached himfelf, either with active di~oyalty towards 

him, or with too indolent defence of his oppreffed caufe. 
On weaker minds, the effect of thefe complicated paffions 

was prodigious. vVomen are faid to have caft forth the 
untimely 
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untimely fruit of their womb: Others fell into convul- C H A P. 

fions, or funk into fuch a melancholy- as attenued them, LI~ 
to their grave : Nay feme, unmindful of themfelvcs, as J643• 

though they could not, or would not furvive their be-

loved prince, it is reported, fuddenly fell down dead. 
The very pulpits were bedewed with unfuborned tears ; 
thofe pulpits, which had formerly thundered out the moll: 
violent impretations and anathemas againfl: him. And all 
men united in their detcfl:ation of thofe hr_eocritical parri-
cides, who, by fanCtified pretences, had fo long difguifed 
their treafc.ms, and in this lafl: aCt of iniquity, had thrO\·Vn 
an indelible fiain upon the nation. 

A FRESH inftance of hypocrify was difplayed the very 
day of the king's death. The generous Fairfax, not 
content with being abfent from the trial, had ufed all the 

intercfr, which he yet retained, to prevent the execution 

of the fatal fentence; and had even employed perfuafion 
with his own regiment, though none elfe lhould follow him, 
to refcuc the king from his difloyal murderers. Cromwel 
and Ireton, informed of this intention, endeavoured to 
convince him, that the Lord had reje(ted the king; and 
they exhorted him to feck by prayer feme direction from 

heaven on this important occafion: But they concealed 
from him that they had already figned the warrant for 

the execution. Harrifon was the perfon appointed to 
join in prlycr \Vith the unw~ry general. By agreement, 

he prolon6ed his doleful cant, till intelligence arrived, 
that the fatal blow was ftruck. He then rofe from his 

knees, and infifted with Fairfax, that this event was a 
miraculo~s and providential anfwer, which heaven had 
fcnt to their devout fuppiications z. 

IT being remarked, that the king, the moment before 
he frrctched out his neck to the executioner, had faid to 

J uxon, with a very earne!t accent, the fingle word, 

z fietb::r:. p. J3S· 

VoL. VII. L REME.M-
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c H A P. REMEMBER· great my!l:eries were fuppofed to be con. 
LIX ' ~ cealed under that expreffion ; and the generals vehemently 

1649· infi!l:ed with the prelate, that he fuould inform them of 
th e king's meaning. J uxon told them, that the king, 

having frequently charged him to inculcate on his fon the 
forgivenefs of J.otis murderers, had taken this opportunity, 
in the lafi: moment of his life, when his commands, he 

fuppofed, would be regarded as facred and inviolable, to 

re-iterate that defire; and that his mild fpirit thus ter­
minated its prefent courfe, by an aa of benevolence to-

wards his greatefr enemies. 

THE charatler of this prince, as that of mofr men, if 

not of all men, was mixed; but his virtues predominated 

extremely above his vices, or, more properly [peaking, 

his imperfetlions: For fcarce :my of his faults _rofe to 

that pitch as to merit the appellation of vices. To con­
fider him in the mofi: favourable light, it may be affirmed, 

. that his dignity was free from pride, his humanity from 

weaknefs, his bravery from rafhnefs, his temperance from 

aufi:erity, his frugality from avarice: All thefe virtues, 
in him, maintained their proper bounds, and merited 

unreferved praife. To [peak the moft harfuly of him, 
we may affirm, that many of his good qualities were 

attended with fome latent frailty, which, though feem­

ingly inconfiderable, was able, when feconded by the 
extreme malevolence of his fortune, to difappoint them 
of all their influence : His beneficent difpofition was 

clouded by a manner not very gracious ; his virtue was 

tinttured with fuperfi:ition; his good fenfe was disfigured 
by a deference to perfons of a capacity inferior to his 
own ; and his moderate temper exempted him not from 

hafi:y and precipitate refolutions. He deferves the epithet of 

a good, rather than of a great man ; and was more fitted 

to rule in a regular efi:ablilhed government, than either to 

give way to the encroachments of a popular affembly, or 
. I finally 
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finally to fubdue their pretenlions. He wanted fupp1enefs C H
1 

A P. 
L X. and dexterity fufficient for the firll: meafure: He was not "----v---J 

endowed with the vigour requifite for the fecond. Had I649• 

he been born an abfolute prince, his humanity and good 
fenfe had rendered his reign happy and his memory pre-
cious: Had the limitations on prerogative been, in his 
time, quite fixed and certain, his integrity had made him 
regard, as facred, the boundaries of the conftitution. 
Unhappily, his fate threw him into a period, when the 
precedents of many former reigns favoured £hongly of 
arbitrary power, and t.he. genius of the people ran vio-
lently towards liberty. And if his political prudence was 
not fufficient to extricate him from {o perilous a fituation, 
he may be excufed ; fince, even after the event, when it 
is commonly eafy to correct all errors, one is at a lofs to 
determine what conduct, in his circumftances, could 
have maintained the authority of the crown, and pre-
ferved the peace of the nation. Expofed, without re-

venue, without arms, to the alfault of furious, implacable, 
and bigotted factions, it was never permitted him, but 
with the moft fatal cohfequences, to commit the fmalle!t 
miftake; a condition too rigorous to be impofed on the 
greateft human capacity. 

SoME hiftorians have ralhly quefiioned the good fa,ith 
of this prince: But~ for this reproach1 the moft malig­
n!nt fcrutiny of his conduB:, which, in every circum­
fiance, is now thoroughly known, affords not any reafon­
able foundation. On the contrary, if we confider the 
extreme difficulties, to which he was f...> frequently re­
duced, and compare the fincerity of his profeffions and 
declarations; we £hall avow, tli:l.t probity and honour 
ought juftly to be numbered among his mofi lhining 
qualities. In every treaty, thofe conceffions, wnich, he 
thought, he could not, in confcience, maintain, he 
never could, by any motive or perfuafioi~, be induced to 

L 2 make, 
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e H 1\ P.make. And though fame violations of the petition of 
~right may perhaps be imputed to him ; thefe are more to 

JCf9 · be afcribed to the neceffity of his fituation, and to the lofty 
ideas of royal prerogative, which, from former eftablifhed 

precedents, he had imbibed, than to any failure in the 

integrity of his principles a . 

THIS prince was of a comely prefence ; of a fweet, 

but melancholy afpect His face was regular, handfome, 
and well complexioned; his body frrong, healthy, and 

jufl:ly proportioned; and being of a middle fiature, he 
was capable of enduring the greateft fatigues. He ex­
celled in horfemanfhip and other exercifes; and he pof­

fcfred all the exterior, as well as many of the effential 

qualities, which form an accomplithed prince. 

THE tragical death of Charles begat a q uefl:ion, whe­
ther the people, in any cafe, ~ere intitled to judge and 

to punifh their fovereign; and moll men, regarding chiefly 
the atrocious ufurpation of the pretended judges, and the 

merit of the virtuous prince who fuffered, were inclined 

to condemn the republican principle, as highly feditious 
and extravagant: But there fiill were a few, who, ab­

ftracling from the particular circumfiances of this cafe, 
were able to confider the quefi:ion in general, and were 
inclined to moderate, not contradict, the prevailing fen­
timent. Such might have been their reafoning. If ever, 
oa any occafion, it were laudable to conceal truth from 

the populace; it muft be confelfed,' that the doCtrine of 

refifi:ance affords fuch an example ; and that all fpecu­

lative reafoners ought to obferve2 with regard to this prin· 

ciple, the fame cautious filence 2 which the laws, in every 

fpecies of government, have ever prefcribed to themfelves. 

Government is infrituted, in order to refirain the fury and 

injuftice of the people; and being always founded on 

opinion, not on force, it is dangerous to weaken, by 

thefe fpcculations, the reverence, which the multitude 

a See note [ F] at the end of the volume. 
owe 
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owe to authority, and to infiruB: them beforehand, that c H A P. 

LIX. 
the cafe can ever happen, when they may be freed from '--v--' 
their duty of allegiance. Or lhould it be found impoffible 1 649· 

· to refi:rain the licence of human difq uifitions, it mufi: be 

acknowledged, that the do8rine of obedience ought alone 
to be inculcated, and that the exceptions, which are rare, 
'<>ught feldom or never to be mentioned in popular reafon­

ings and difcourfes. Nor is there any danger, that man­
kind, by this prudent referve, fuould univerfally degene­

rate into a ftate of abjeB: fervitude. When the exception 
really occurs, even though it be not previoufly expeB:ed 
ana defcanted on, it muft, from its very nature, be fo 
obvious and undifputed, as to remove all doubt, and 
l>verpower the refiraint, however great, impofed by teach­
ing the general doctrine of obedience. But between re­
fifting a prince and dethroning him, there is a wide inter­
val ; and the abufes of power, which can warrant the 
latter violence, are greater and more enormous, than 

thofe which will jufrify the former. Hiftory, however, 

fupplies us with examples even of this kind; and the 

reality of the fuppofition, though, for the future, it 
ought ever to be little looked for, muft, by all candid 
enquirers, be acknowledged in the paft. But between 
dethroning a prince ar.d punifi1ing him, there is another 
very wide interval; and it were not frrange, if even men of 

the moft enlarged thought lhould quefl:ion, whether human 
nature could ever, in any monarch, reach that height of de­
pravity, as to warrant, in revolted fubjeB:s, this I aft act of 
extraordinary jurifdi8ion. That illufion, if it be an illu­
fion, which teaches us to pay a facred regard to the per­
fans of princes, is fo falutary, that to diffipate it by the 
formal trial and punilhment of a fovercign, will have 
more pernicious effeets upon the people, than the example 
of jufrice can be fuppofed to have a beneficial influence 
upon princes, by checking their career of tyranny. It is 

L 3 dan~erou£ 
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c H A P. dang:?rous alfo, by thefe examples, to reduce princes to 
LIX ·' . 11 r: 
~ defpair,.or bring matters to fuch extremtt1es agamu per,ons 

J
6-tJ· endowed with great power, as to leave them no refource, 

but in the mofi violent and mo£1 fanguinary counfels. 
This general pofition being efiablifhed, it mufi, however~ 
be obierved, that no reader, almoft of any party or prin­
c;iple, was ever !hocked, when he read, in ancient hiftory, 
that the Roman fenate voted Nero, their abfolute fove­
reign, to be a public enemy, and, even without trial, 
condemned him to the feverefi and moft ignominiou~ 
puni!hment; a punilhment, from which the meanefr 
Roman citizen, was, by the Jaws, exempted. The crimes 
of that bloody tyrant are fo enormous, that they bre~ 
through all rules ; and extort a confcffion, that fuch a 
dethroned pnnce is no longer f4perior to his people, an~ 
can no longer plead, in h1s own defence, laws, whicl\ 
were eftabltihed for conduCting the ordinary courfe of 
adminifiration. But when we pafs from the cafe of Nero 
to that of Charles, the great difproportion, or rather 
total contrariety, of character immediately flrikes us~ 
and vve !land afronilhed, that, among a civilized people, 
fo much virtue could ever meet with fo fatal a cataftrophe~ 
Hiftory, the great mifirefs of wifdom, furni!hes examples 
of all kinds; and every prudential, as ~ell as moral 
precept, may be authorized by thofe events, which her 
enlarged mirror is able to prefent to us. From the 
memo: able revolutions, which paffed ip England during 
this period, we may naturally deduce the 'fame ufeful 
leffon, which Charles himfelf, in his later years, inferred; 
that it is dangerous for princes, even from the appearance 
of neceffity, to affume more authority, than the laws have 
~llowed them. But, it muft be confeifed, that thefe events 
furnilh us with another inftruB:ion, no lefs natural, and nQ 
lefs ufeful, concerning the madnefs of the peopk,the fu .. 

f~es of f~naticifm, ~nd the danger of mercenary armies. 
' . IN .. 
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CHARLES I. 

IN order to clofe this part of Britilh hiflory, it is a1fo c H A P. 

neceirary to relate the diifolution of the monarchy in~ 
England: That event foon followed upon the death of J6f9• 

the monarch. When the peers met, on the day appointed 6th Feb. 

in their adjournment, they entered upon bufinefs, and 
fen~ down fome votes to the commons, of which the 

letter deigned not to take the leaft notice. In a few' days, 

the lower houfe paifed a vote, that they would make no 
more add eifes to the houfe of peers, nor receive any 
from them; and that that houfe was ufelefs and danger-
ous, and was therefore to be abolilhed. A like vote 

paifed with regard to the monarchy ; and it is remark-

able, that Martin, a zealous republican, in the debate en 
this que!Hon, confeffcd, that, if they defired a king, the 

lafr was as proper as any gentleman in England b. The 
commons ordered a new great feal to be engraved, on 
which that affembly was reprefented, with this legend, 
ON THE FIRST YEAR OF FREEDr>M, BY Gon's BLES-

SING, RESTORED, 1648. The forms of all public bufi.-

nefs were changed, from the king's name, to that of the 
keepers of the liberties of England c. And it was de-

. dared high treafon to proclaim, or any otherwife ac­
knowledge Charles Stuart, commonly called prince of 

Wales. 
The commons intended, it is faid, to bind the princefs 

Elizabeth apprentice to a button-maker: The duke of 
Glocefi:er was to be taught fome other mechanical em­
ployment. But the former foon died; of grief, as is 

fuppofed, for her father's tragical end : The latter 'v\'as, 

by Cromwel, fent beyond fea. 

b Walker's hiftory of independency, part~. c. The court of 
King's Bench was calkd the court of Public Bench. So cautious on 1his 

head were fome of the republicane, that, it is pretended, in reciting the 

Lord's prayer, they would not fay thy kingdom came, but alw~ys thy con:11m:· 

• "llltaltb come. 

Lt TH~ 
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c H A P. THE king's fiatue, in the E"xchange, was th1own 
LIX. fc d · r · d '---v--1 down; and on the pedefi:al the e wor s were mtcroe : 
1 649· ExiT TYRANNUs, REGUM CLTIMUS; The t;-rar.t is~one, 

tbe la.Jl of the kings. 
DuKE HAMILTON was tried by a new high court of 

jufiice, as earl of Cambridge in England; and con­

demned for treafon. This fcntencc, which was cet.ain:. 
Jy hard, but which ought to fave his memory fron all 

imputations of treachery to his mafier, was execute1 on 
a fcaffold, erected before Wefiminfier-halJ. Lord Capel 
underwent the fame fate. Both thefe noblemen had 
efcaped frcm prifon, but were afterwards difcoverec and 
taken. To all the folicitations of their friends forpar• 
don, the generals and p:uliamentary leaders fl:ill rqlied, 
that it was certainly the intention of providence they 
fhould fuffer; fince it had permitted them to fall int> the 
hands of their enemies, after they had once recovered their 
liberty. . 

THE earl of Holland Iof1: his life by a like fentmce. 
Though of a polite ancl courtly bc!1aviour, he dieo la­
mented by no party. His ingratitude to the king, and 
his frequent changing of fides, were regarded as sreat 
fiains on his memory. The earl of Norwich and Sir John 
Owen, being condemned by the fame court, werepar· 
dor1ed by the commons. 

THE king left fix c ildren ; three males, Ch~rles, 
born in 1630, James du e of York:, born in :633, &nry 
duke of Glocefl:er, born in r 64! ; and three fen-ales, 

Mary princefs of Orange, born 1631, EJ ;zabeth, born 
1635, and Hcnrietta, afterwards duchefs of Orltans, 
born at Exeter I 64+· 

THE archbifhops of Canterbury in this reign ~ere 
Abbot and Laud: The lord keepers, vVilliams, birhop 
of Lincoln, lord Coventry, Jord Finch, lord Littltton, 
and Sir Richard Lane; the high admirals, the dule of 

Buc~ncr. 
~ 
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Bu:kingham and the earl of Northumberland; the trea- ~c ~~X: P. 

fur.rs, the earl of Marlborough, the earl of Portland, "---v---1 
J u:on, bilhop of London, and lord Cottington ; the fe- 1 :49· 
crearies of frate, lord Conway, Sir Albertus Moreton; 
Ccxe, Sir Henry Vane, lord Fa!kland, lord Digby, 2nd 
SirEdward Nicholas. 

]T may be expected, that we lhould here mention the 

/c02 BajilikC, a work publifned in the king's name a few 
da}S after his execution. It fcems almoft impoillble, in 
thecontrovertcd parts of hiil:ory, 'to fay any thing which 
wil fatisfy the zealots of both parties: But with regard 
to he geauinenefs of that produtlion, it is not cafy for 

an 1ifiorian to fix any opinion, which will be entirely to 
hisown fatisfaB:ion. The proofs brought to evince, that 
thi: work is or is not the king's, are fo convincing, that, 
if m impartial reader perufe any one fide apart d' he \vm 
thi1k it impoffiblc, that arguments could be produced, 
fufkient to counter-balance fo fi:rong an evidence: And 

wh1n he compares both fiJes, he will be fome time at a 
]ofsto fix any determination. Should an ~bfolute fufpence 
of jJdgment be found difficult or difagreeab!e in fo inter­
efiiig a quefiion, I muft confefs, that I much incline to 
givt the preference to the arguments of the royalifrs. 
·rh: tcftimonies, which prove that performance to be the 
kin~'s, arc more numerous, certain, and direCt, th:m 
thee on the other fide. This . is the cafe, even if we 
codider the external evidence: But when we weigh the 
internal, derived from the fiyle and compofition, there is 

no nanner of comparifon. Thefe meditations refemblc~ 

dice on the one hand, Tol:md's Amyntor, and on the other, Wag(!aftc'a 
vindtation of the royal martyr, with Young's addition. We may remark, 
that ord Clarc:ndon's total filcnce with regard to this fubjea, in fo full a 

hiftoy, ('Ompofed in vindication of the king's meafures and charachr, forms 
a pre·umption on Toland's fide, and a prefumption of which that a11•hor was 

ignonnt; the works of the noble hifl:orian not being then publiil1ed. Bill,op 
!3!-Jrnt's teftimonytoo mull: be allowed of fome wei~ht againft the ],on. 

in 



I 54 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. in elegance, purity, neatnefs, and fimplicity, the genius 
LIX. h' b k . h . "--.--J of thofe performances, w 1c we now wtt certamty to 

1649. have flowed from the royal pen : But are fo unlike the 
bombaft, perplexed, rhetorical, and corrupt ftyle of Dr. 
Gauden, to whom they are afcribed, that no human tefri­
mony feems fufficient to convince us, that he was the 
author. Yet all the evidences, which would rob the king 
of that honour, tend to prove, that Dr. Gauden had the 
merit of writing fo fine a performance, and the infamy of 
impofing it on the world for the king's. 

IT is not eafy to conceive the general compaffion ex. 

cited towards the king, by the publifhing, at fo critical a 

junCture, a work fo full of piety, meeknefs, and huma­
nity. Many have not fcrupled to afcribe to that book 

the fubfequent refl:oration of the royal family. Milton 

compares its effects to thofe which were wrought on the 
tumultuous Romans by Anthony's reading to them the 

will of Crefar. The Icon paffed through fifty editions in 
~ twelvemonth; and independent of the great intereft 
taken in it by the nation, as the fuppofed production of 
their murdered fovereign, it mufr be acknowledged the 

befr profe compofition, which, at the time of its vuhli· 
~ation, was to be found in the Englilh language. 
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CHAP. LX 

State of England-Of Scotland--Of Ireland~ 
Levellers fuppref!ed-Siege of Dublin raifed-­
'Tredah .flormed--:-- Covenanters-Montroft taken 
prifoner---Executed-.-Covenanter~-Battle 

~~ Dunbar'--Of Worcejler--King's efcape­
Y:he commr;nwealth-putch war-Dijfolution 
of the parlia~en{. 
. . 

T HE confufions, which overfpread England after c H A P. 

the murder of Charles I. proceeded as well from~ 
tqe fpirit of refinement and innovation, which agitated 16

49
• 

the ruling party, as from the diffolution of all that autho- i~:ra~~. 
rity, both civil and ecclefiaftical, by which the nation 
had ever been accufl:omed to be governed. Every man 
had framed the moael of a republic ; and, however new 
it was, or fantafl:ical, he was eager in recommending it 
~o his fellow citizens, or even impofing it by force upon 
them. Every man had adj ufied a fyfl:em of religion, 
which, being derived from no traditional authority, was 
peculiar to himfelf; and being fqunded on fuppofed in­
fpiration, not on any principles of human reafon, had 
no means, befides cant and low rhetoric; by which it 
could recommend itfelf to others. The levellers infified 
on an equal difl:ribution of power and property, and dif- · 
claimed all dependance and fubordination. The mille-
narians or fifth-monarchy-men required, that government 
itfelf 1hould be aboliihed, and alJ human ~owers be laid 

in ... 
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c H A P. in the dufr, in order to pave the way for the dominion 

~ of Chrifr, whofe fecond coming they fuddenly expect-
J649• ed. The Antinomians even 1nfifrcd, that the obligations 

of morality and natural law were fufpended, and that 

the eleCt, guided by an internal principle, more per­

feel: and divine, were fuperior to the beggarly elements of 

jufiice and humanity. A confideraDle party declaimed 
againfr tythes and hireling prieffhood, and were refolv­

ed, that the magifrrate fhould not fupport by power or 

revenue any ecclefiaftical efl:ablifhment. Another party 

inveighed again!l: the law and its profeffors; and on pre­

tence of rendering more fimple the difrribution of jufrice, 

were defirous of abolifhing the whole fyftem of Englifh 

jurifprudence, which feemed interwoven with monarch· 
ical government. Even thofe among the republicans, 
who adopted not fucp extravagancies, were fo intoxicated 

with their faintly charaCter, that they fuppofed them­
felves poffetfed of peculiar privileges; and all profeffions, 
oaths, laws, and engagements had, in a great meafure, 
loft their influence over them. The bands of fociety 

were every where loofened; and the irregular paftions of 

men were encouraged by fpeculative principles, ftill more 

unfocial and Irregular. 

THE royalifis, confifring of the nobles and more con­

fiderable gentry, being degraded from their authority and 

plundered of their property, were inflamed with the 

highefr refentment and indignation againft thofe ignoble 

adverfaries, who had reduced them to fubjeB:ion. The 

pre!byterians, whofe credit had firft fupported the arms 

of the parliament, were enraged to find, that, by th~ 
treachery or fupcrior cunning of their atfociates, the 

fruits of all their fuccefsful labours were ravi.lhed from 

them. The former party, from inclination and prin .. 

ciple, zealoufly attached themfelves to the fon of tpeir 

_unfortun~te monarch, whofe memory they refpeCled, and 

whofe 
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whofe tragical death they deplored. The latter caft their c H A P. 

eye towards the fame objetl:; but they had fiill many~ · 
prejudices to overcome, many fears and jealoufies to be I6-t9• 

allayed, ere they could cordially entertain thoughts of 
reftoring the family, which they had fo grievoufly of-
fended, and whofe principles they regarded with fuch 
violent abhorrence. 

THE only folid fupport of th~ republican independent 
fatl:ion, which, though it formed fo fmall a part of the 
nation, had violently ufurped the government of the 
whole, was a numerous army of near fifty thoufand men. 
But this army, formidable from its difcipline and cour­
age, as well as its numbers, was actuated by a fpirit, 
that rendered it dangerous to the affembly, which had 
affumed the command over it. Accufromed to indulge 
every chimera in politics, every frenzy in religion, the 
foldiers knew litt1.e of the fubordination of citizens, and 
had only learned, from apparent neceffity, fome maxims 
of military obedience. And while they frill maintained, 
that all thofe enormous violations of law and equity, of 
which they had been guilty, were jufl:ified by the fuc .. 
cefs, with which providence had bleffed them ; they were 
ready to break out into any new diforder, wherever they 
had the profpeB: of a like fanction and authority. 

vVHAT alone gave fome ftability to all thefe unfettled 
humours, was the great influence, both civil and mili­
tary, acquired by Oliver Cromwel. This man, fuited 
to the age in which he lived, and to that alone, was 
equally qualified to gain the afteetion and confidence of 
men, by what was mean, vulgar, and ridiculous in his 
charaaer; as to command their obedience by what was 
great, daring, and enterprizing. Familiar even to buf .. 
foonery with the meanefi: centine1, he never loft his 
~uthority: Tranfported to a degree of madnefs with reli­
~iou s extafies, he never forgot the political purpofes, to 
w whkh 
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c H A p, which they might ferve. Hating monarchy, while a 
~ fubjeCl:; defpifing liberty, while a citizen; though. he 

1649· retained for a time all orders of men under a feemtng 
obedience to the parliament; he was fecretly paving the 
way, by artifice and courage, to his own unlimited au­

thority. 
THE parliament, for fo we mufl: henceforth call a 

[mall and inconfiderable part of the houfe of commons, 
having murdered their fovereign with fo many appearing 
circumfrances of folemnity and jufrice, and fo much real 
violence and even fury, began to affume more the air of 
a civil, legal power, and to enlarge a little the narrow 
bottom ~pon which they fl:ood. They admitted a few 
of the excluded and abfent members, fuch as were liable 
to leatl exception; but on condition, that thefe members 
fuould fign an approbation of whatever had been done in 
their abfence with regard to the king's trial : And fome 
of them were willing to acquire a fhare of power on fuch 
terms: The greater part difdained to lend their autho· 
rity to fuch apparent ufurpations. They iffued fome 
writs for new elections, in places where they hoped to 
have interefl: enough to bring in their own friends and 
dependants. They named a council of ftate, thirty· 
eight in number, to whom all acldreffes were made, who 
gave orders to all generals and admirals, who executed 
the laws, and who digefred all bufinefs before it was 
introduced into parliament e. They pretended to employ 
themfelves entirely in adjufling the laws, forms, and 
plan of a new reprefentative; and as foon as they lhould 
have fettled the nation, they profeffed their intention of 

e Their names were, the earls of Denbigh, Mulgrave, Pembrokt, Sali(. 
bury, lords Grey and Fairfax, Li!le, RoUes, St. John, Wilde, Brad/haw, 
Cromwel, Skippon, Pickering, Matram, Hafelrig, Harrington, Vane jun. 
Danvers• Armine, Mildmay, Confiable, Pennington, Wilfon, Whitlocke, 
Martin, Ludlow, Stapleton, Hevingham, Wallop, Hutchinfon, Bond, 
Popham, Valentine, Walton, Scot, Purefoy 1 ]ones, 
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refioring the power to the people, from whom, they ac- c H A P. 

knowledged, they had entirely derived it. ~ 
THE commowealth found every thing in England 1649• 

compofcd into a feeming tranquillity by the terror of their 
arms. Foreign powers, occupied in wars :.lmong them-
felves, had no leifure or inclination to interpofe in the 
dome!l:ic diffenfions of this ifland. The young king, 
poor and negleB:ed, living fometimes in Holland, fame-
times in France:~ fometimes in Jerfey, comforted himfelf; 
amidft his prefent diftreffes, with the hopes of better for-
tune. The fituation alone of Scotland and Ireland gave 
any immediate inquietude to the new republic. 

AFTER the fucceffive defeats of Montrofe and Hamil- Of Scotland. 

ton, and the ruin of their parties, the whole authority in 
Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle and the rigid 
churchmen, that party which was mofl: averfe to the 
interefts of the royal family. Their enmity, however, 
againft the independents, who had prevented the fettle-
ment of preibyterian difcipline in England, carried them 
to embrace oppofite maxims in their political conduCt. 
Though invited by the Englilh parliament to model 
their government into a republican form, they refolved 
fl:ill to adhere to monarchy, which had ever prevailed in 
their country, and which, by the exprefs terms of their 
covenant, they had engaged to defend. They confidered 
befides, that as the property of the kingdom lay mofl:ly 
in the hands of great families, it would be difficult to 
efl:abli£h a commonwealth, or without fome chief magi-
fhate, invefl:ed with royal authority, to preferve peace or 
juftice in the community. The execution, therefore, of 
the king, againft which they had always protefl:ed, hav .. 
ing occafioned a vacancy of the throne, they Immediately 
proclaimed his fon and fucceffor, Charles If.; but upon 
condition '' of his good behaviour and fl:rict obfervance 
~' of the covenant, and his entertaining no other perfons 

" about 



t6o HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN~ 

c H A P. " about him but fuch as were godly men and faithful to 
~ " that obligation." 'Thefe unufual claufes, inferted in 

1649· the very firfr acknowledgement of their prince, fufficiently 

£hewed their intention of limiting extremely his autho­

rity. And the Englifh commonwealth, having no pre­
tence to intcrpofe in the affairs of that kingdom, allowed 

the Scots, for the prefent, to take their own meafures in u: 

fettling their government. 
Of Ireland. THE dominion, which Engiand claimed over Ireland, 

demanded more immediately their efforts for fubduing 

that country. In order to convey a jufr notion of lrifu 

affairs, it will be neceffary to look backwards fome years, 

and to relate briefly thofe tranfactions, which had pail: 

during the memorable revolutions in England. \Vhen 
the late king agreed to that ceffation of arms with the 

Popiih rebels r, which was become fo requifite, as well 

for the fecurity of the lri!h protefiants as for promoting 

his interefis in England, the parliament, in order to 
blacken his conducr, reproached him with favouring that 

odious rebellion, and exclaimed loudly againft the terms 

of the ceffation. They even went fo far as to declare it 
entirely null and invalid, becaufe finifhed without their 

confent; and to this declaration the Scots in Ulfier, and 

the earl of Inchiquin, a nobleman of great authority in 

Munfter, profeffed to adhere. By their means, the war 

~as frill kept alive; but as the dangerous difhacrions in 
England hindered the parliament from fending any con­

fiderable affifhnce to their allies in Ireland, the mar­

quefs of Ormond, lord lieutena'nt, being a native of 
Ireland, and a perfon endowed with great prudence and 

virtue, formed a fcheme for compofing the diforders of his 
country, and for engaging the rebel Irifh to fupport the 

caufe of his royal mafter. There were many circum-

fiances w~ich firongl~ invited the natives of Ireland 

tq 
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M~ to embrace the king's party. The maxims of thatC ~x~ P. 

!teJ 1 prince had always led him to give a reafor able in- '-v---J 
cit: dulgence to the catholics throughout all his dominions ; 1 649· 

au. and one principal ground of that enmity, which the 
puritans profelfed againfr him, was this tacit tolera­
tion. The parliament, on the contrary, even when 
unprovoked, had ever menaced the papifis with the moll: 
rigid reftraint, if net a total extirpation; and imme­
diately after the commencement of the Iriih rebellion, 
they put to fale all the eftates of the rebels, and had 
engaged the public faith for transferring them to the 
adventurers, who had already advanced money upon 
that fecurity. The fuccefs, therefore, ·which the arms 
of ~he parliament met with at Nafeby, firuck a juft terror 
into the Iri!h; and engaged the council of Kilkenny, 
compofed of deputies from all the catholic counties and 
'cities, to conclude a peace with the marquefs of Or­
mond g. They profelfed to return to their duty and 
allegiance, engaged to furni!h ten thoufand men for the 
fupport of the king's authority in England, and were 
content with fl:ipularing, in return, indemnity for their 
rebellion and toleration of their religion. 

0RMOND not doubting but a peace, fo advantageous 
"and even neceifary to the Iriib, would be firictly ob­
ferved, advanced with a fmall body of troops to Kil­
kenny, in order to concert meafures for common defence 
with his new allies. The pope had fent over to Ireland a 
nuncio, Rinuccini, an Italian; and this man, whofe 
commiffion empowered him to diretl: the fpiritual con­
cerns of the Iriib, was emboldened, by their ignorance 
and bigotry, to aifume the chief authority in the civil go­
vernment. Forcfeeing that a general fubmiffion to the 
lord-lieutenant would put an end to his own ir~Ruence, 

VoL. VII, M 
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c H A. P. he confpired with Owen Oneal, who commanded the na• 
~ LX. tive Iriili in UUter, and who bore a grea: jealoufy to 

~ Prefron, the general chiefly trufl:ed by the council of 

Kilkenny. By concert, thefe two malcon:ents fecretly 

drew forces together, and were ready to fall on Ormond1 

who remained in fecurity, trufl:ing to the pcification fo 

lately concluded with the rebels. He received intelli. 

gence of their treachery, made his retreat with · celerity 

and conduCt, and iheltered his fmall army i.o. Dublin and 

the other fortified towns, which frill remained in the 

hands of the protefl:ants. 
THE nuncio, full of arrogance, levity, :.nd ambition, 

was not contented with this violation of treaty. He 
fummoned an a!fembly of the clergy at Waterford, and 

engaged them to declare again£1: that pacification, which 
the civil council had concluded with their fovereign. He 
even thundered out a fentence of excommunication againft 

all who lhould adhere to a peace, fo prej Jdicial, as he 

pretended, to the catholic religion ; and the deluded 

Irilh, terrified with his fpiritual menaces, :-anged them­

felves every where on his fide, and fubnitted to his 

authority. Without fcruple, he carried on war againft 

the lord-lieutenant, and threatened with a liege the pro­

tefiant garrifons, which were, all of them, very ill pro· 

vided for defence. 
MEANWHILE, the unfortunate king w1s neceffitated 

to take lhelter in the Scottilh army; and b~ing there re­

duced to clofe confinement, and fecluded from all corn· 

merce with his friends, defpaired, that his authority, or 

even his liberty, would ever be refiored to lim. He fent 

orders to Ormond, if he could not defend limfelf, rather 

to fubmit to the Englifh than to the Irilh rebels; and ac­
cordingly the lord-lieutenant, being reduced to extremities, 

delivered up Dublin, 'Fredah, Dundalk, md other gar­
rifons to colonel l\1ichael Jones, who tool poffeffion of 

them 
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them in the name of the Englilh parliament. Ormond c H A P. 

himfelf went over to England, was admitted into the~ 
king's prefe1ce, received a grateful acknowledgment for 1649• . 

his paft fervces, and during fame time lived in tranquil-

lity near London. But being banifhed, with the other 
royalifts, to a diftance from that city, and feeing every 
event turn out unfortunately for his royal mafter, and 
threaten bin with a cataftrophe frill more direful, he 

I 

thought pro.>er to retire into France, where he joined the 
queen an{} tle prince of Wales . 

. IN Irelan1, during thefe tranfaClions, the authority of 
the nuncio 1revailed without controul among all the ca­

tholics ; an( that prelate, by his indifcretion and _info­

lence, foon made them repent of the power, with which 
they had ertrufted him. Prudent men likewife were 

fenfible of tle total deftruClion, which was hanging over 

the nation from the Englilh parliament, and faw no 
refource or rafety but in giving fupport to the declining 
authority of the king. The earl of Clanricarde, a noble­
man of an ancient family, a perfon too of merit, who 

had ever pnferved his loyalty, was fenfible of the ruin 

which threctened his countrymen, and was refolved, if 
poffible, to prevent it. He fecretly formed a combit;la ... 
tion among 1he catholics; he entered into a cGrrefpondence 
with InchiqJin, who preferved great authority over the 

proteftants ;n Munfl:er; he attacked the nuncio, whom 
he chaced ott of tpe ifland ; and he fent to Paris a depu­
tation, invi1ing the lord-lieutenant to return and take 
poffeffion of his government. 

0:R.MON:D, on his arrival in Ireland, found the king­

dom divided into many fatl:ions, among which either open 
war or fecnt enmity prevailed. The authority of the 

Englifh par:iament was efrablifhed in Dublin, and the 
other town;, which he himfelf had delivered into their 
hands.. 01eal maintained his credit in Ulfrer; and 

M z having 
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C H A P. havi ng entered into a fec rct correfpondence with the par-
LX. ~ 
~ liamentary generals, was more intent on fchemes for his 

161-9· own perfonal fafety than anxious for the prefervation of 

his country or religion. The other Irifh, divided between 

t!1eir clcrgr, who were averfe to Ormond; and their no­

b il ity, who were attached to h im, were very uncerta[n in 

their mot ions and feeble in their meafures. The Scots 

in the north, enraged, as well as their other country· 

men, ag:1infi the ufurpations of the fetl:arian army, pro­

feffed their adherence to the king; but were frill hindered 

by many prejudices from entering into a cordial union 

with his lieutenant. All thefe diftraB:ed councils and 

contrary humours checked the progrefs of Ormond, and 

enabled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to maintain 

their ground aga: infi: him. The republican faCtion, 

meanwhile, in England, employed in fubdumg the re­

volted royalifls, in reducing the parliament to fubjeltion, 

in the trial, condemnation, and execution of their fove­

rcign, totally negleB:ed the fupplying of Ireland, and 

allowed Jones and the forces in Dublin to remain in the 
utmofi: weaknefs and neceffity. The lord lieutenant, 

though furrounded with difficulties, negleB:ed not the 

favourable opportunity of promoting the royal caufe. 
Having at lafi: affembled an army of 1 6,ooo men, he 
advanced upon the parliamentary garrifons. Duftdalk, 

where Monk commanded, was delivered up by the troops, 

who mutinied againfi their governor. Tredah, Neury, 

and other forts were taken. Dublin wa~ threatened with 

a fiege; aRd the affairs of the lieutenant appeared in fo 
profperous a condition, that the young king entertained 

thoughts of coming in perfcn into Ireland. 

WHEN the Englilb. commonwealth was brought to 
fome tolerable fettlement, men began to cafi their eyes 
towards the neighbouring ifland. During the conteft of 
the two parties, the government of Ireland had remained 

a great 
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a great objetl: of in.trig).le; 2nd the prefbyteriaps en de<}.- C H A P. 

voured to obtain the lieutenancy for Waller, the inde-~ 
pendents for Lambert. After the execution of the king, 1 6~g. 

Cromwel himfelf began to afpire to a command, where 

fo much glory, he faw, might be won, and fo mud~ 

authority acquired. In his abfence, he took cat"e to xsthMarch. 

have his name propofed to the council of !late ; and both 

friends and enemies concurred immediately to vote him 

into that important office : The former fufpeB:ed, that 

the matter had not been propofed merely by chance, 

without his own s:oncurrence; the latter defired to re-

move him to a difrance, and hoped, during his abfence, 

to gain the afcendant over Fairfax, whom he had fo long 

blinded by his hypocritical profeilions. Cromwel him-

felf, when informed of his eleCtion, feigned furpri'?e, 

and pretended at firfr to hefitate with regard to the ac-
ceptance of the command . And Lambert, either decei,;ed 

by his diffimulation, or in his turn, feigning to be de-

ceived, frill continued, notwithfranding this difappoint~ 

p1ent, his friendfuip and connexions with Cromwel. 

THE new lieutenant immediately applied himfelf with 
his wonted vigilance to make preparations for his expedi­

fion. l\1.any diforders in England it behoved him pre­
vioufly to compofe. All places were full of danger and 

inq uietudc. 'fhough men, afionifl~ed with the fucceffes 

of the army, remained in feeming tranquillity, fymptoms 

of the greatefr difcon tent every where appeared. The 

Engli!h, long accufiomed to a mild adminifiration, and 
qnacquainted with diffif11ulation, could not conform their 

' fpecch and countenal)Ce to the prefcnt necemty, Pl' pre­

tend att~chment to a form of govcr!lment, which they 

generally regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. It wali 

requifite to change the magifira~y of London, and to de­

grade, as well as pun ifh, the mayor and f\)!lle of the 

rr."" ~ldermen, before the proclamation fo~ the abolition of 
1: :t\1 3 monarchy 
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C H A P. monarchy cou1J be publilhed in the city. An engage .. 
~ rn2nt being framed to fupport the commonwealth without 

1649• king or houfe of peers, the army was with fome difficulty 
brought to fubfcribe it; but though it was impofed upon 
the reft of the nation under fevere penalties, no lefs than 
putting all who refufed out of the protection of law; fuch 
obfrinate reluctance was obferved in the people, that even 
the imperious parliament was obliged to defifr from it. 
The fpirit of fanaticifm, by which that afiembly had at 

.firfr been frrongly fupported, was now turned, in a great 

meafure, againfi them. 1"'be pulpits, being chiefly filled 
with prefbyterians, or difguifed royalifrs, and having 
long been the fcerte of news and politics, could by no 

penalties be refhained from declarations, unfavourable to 

the efiablilhed government. N umberlefs were the extra-
. vagances, which broke out among the people. Everard,, 
a d1£banded foldier, having preached that the time was 

now come when the community of goods would be re-

newed among chrifrians, led out his followers to take 
pofTeffion of the land ; and being carried before the ge­
neral, he refufe:d to falute him; becaufe he was but his • fellow creatureh, What feemed more dangerous: The 
army itfelf was infeCl:ed with like humours i, Though 
the le\'ellers had for a time been fupprefl;ed by the auda-
cious fpirit of Cromwel, they fEll continued to propa-
gate their doctrines among the private men and inferior 
officers, who pretended a right to be confultcd, as before, 
in the adminifrration of the commonwealth. They now 
praetifed againfi: their officers the fame leffon, which they 
had been taught againfi: the parliament. They framed 
a remonfirance, and fent five agitators to prefcnt it to the e1 

general and council of war : The!e were cafbiered with 

ignominy by fentencc of a court martiaL One Lockier2 

having carried his fedition farther, was (entenced to death; 

Whitlocke. i Sc:e ~ott [ G] at the end cf the volume. 

hut 
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but this punilhment was fo far from quelling the muti- C H A P. 

nous fpirit, that above a thoufand of his companions~ 
fhowcd their adherence to him, by attending his funeral, 1649· 

and wearing in their hats black and fea-green ribbons by 

way of favours. About four thoufand aflembled at Bur- !,evellers
1 1uppreife'. 

ford, under the command of Thomfon, a man formerly 

condemned for fedition by a court-martial, but pardoned 

by the genera]. Colonel Reynolds, and afterwards Fair- May. 

fax and Cromwe1, fell upon them, while unprepared for 
defence, and fed uced by the appearance of a treaty. 

Four hundred were taken prifoners : Some of them ca­

pitally puni!hed: The re:ft pardoned : And this tumul­

tuous fpirit, though it ftill lurked in the army, and 

broke out from time to time, feemed for the prefent to be 

fuppreffed. 

PETITIONS, framed in the fame fpirit of oppofition, 

were prefented to the parliament by lieutenant-colonel 

Lilburn, the perfon who, for difperfing feditious _libels, 

had formerly been treated with fuch feverity by the £tar­
chamber. His libe~ty was at this time as ill relifhed by 

the parliament, and he was thrown into prifon, as a pro­

moter of fedition and diforder in the commonwealth. The 

women applied by petition for his releafe; but were now 

defired to mind their houfhold affairs, and leave the go­
vernment of the fl:ate to the men. From all quarters, the 

parliament was haraffed with petitions of a very free na­

ture, which :ftrongly fpoke the fenfe of the nation, and 

proved how ardently all men longed for the re:ftoration of 

their laws and liberties, Even in a feafr, which the city 

gave to the parliament and council of :ftate, it was deem- . 
ed a requifite precaution, if we may credit Walker 

and Dugdale, to fwear all the cooks, that they wou1d 

ferve nothing but wholefome food to them. 

THE parliament judged it neceffary to enlarge the 1aw5 

of high-treafon beyond thofe narrow bounds, within 
M 4- which 
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c H A P. which they had been confined during the m~marchy. 
~They even comprehended verbd offences, nay intention',, 

1649· thou_::h they had never appeared in any overt.aCt againfi: 
the ftate. To affirm the prefent government to be an 
ufurpation, to affert that the parliament or council of 
fiate were tyrannical or illegal, to endeavour fubverting 
their authority or frirring up [edition againfr them; thefe 
ofE:nces v,rere declared to be high-treafon. The power 
of imprifonment, of w·hich the petition of right had be­
reaved the king, it was now found neceffary to refiore to 
the council of ftate; and all the jails in England were 
filled vvith men whom the jealoufies and fears of the rul­
ing p:1rty had reprefented as dangerous k, 'I'he taxes, 
continued by the new government, and which, being 
unufual, were efteemed heavy, encreafed the general i,l 
will, under which it laboured. Bdides the cufi:oms and 
excife, ninety thoufand pounds a month were levied on 
lanJ for the fubfiilance of the arrny. The fequefhations 
and compofitions of the royalifi:s, the fale of the crown 
lands, and of the de:1n and chapter lands, though they 
yielded great fums, were not fufficient to fupport the vaH: 
<;xpenccs, and, as was fufpetled, the great depredations, 
of the parliament and of their creatures 1• 

AMIDST all thefe difficulties and difrurbances, the 
fleddy mind of Cromwel, witho:1t ccnfufion or embar­
rafiinent, frill purfued its purpofe. \Vhile he was col­
lecting an army of twelve thoufand men in the wefi: of 
England, he fent to Ireland, under Reynolds and Vena­
bles, a reinforcement of four thoufand horfe and foot, 
in order to firer.gthen J ones, ·and enable him to defend' 
himfclf agaidl: the marquefs of Ormond, who iay at Fin­
gbfs, and was making preparations for the attack of 
Dublin. lnchiquin, \vho had now made a treaty wi h 

k Hiftory of Independency, part I!. 
P• 136. 176, 

1 Parl. Hillory, vol. xix• 

th~ 
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the king's lieutenant, having, with a feparate body, taken c H A P. 

Tredah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to Offarrcll who~~ 
fcrved under Oneal, and to young Coot who commanded 1 649• 

fome parliamentary forces. After he had joined his 
troops to the main army, with whom, for fome time, he 
remained united, Ormond paffed the river Lifry, and 
~ook pofr at Rathmines, two miles from Dublin, with a 
view of commencing the fiege of that city. In order to 
cut off all farther fupply from Jones, he had begun the 
reparation of an old fort, which lay at the gates of Dub-
lin; ard being exhaufl:ed with continual fatigue for fome 
days, he had retired to refr, after leaving orders to keep 
his forces under arms. He was fuddenly awaked with 2d Augull-c' 

the noi[e of firing; and frarting from his bed, faw every 
thing already in tumult and confufion. ]ones, an excel-
lent officer, formerly a lawyer, had fallied out with the 
reinforceme.pt newly arrived; and attacking the party 
employed in repairing the fort, he totally routed them, 
purfued the advantage, and fell in with the army, which 
had neglected Ormond's orders. Thefe he foon threw 
into diforder; put them to flight, in fpite of all the efforts 
of the lord lieutenant; chaced them off the field ; feized 
all their tents, baggage, ammunition; and returned vie- Sie,ge_ of 

' D bl" f k"ll" h r. d d D ub l;n tonous to u m, a tcr 1 mg a t ou1an men, an ra1fcd. 

taking above two thoufand prifoners m. 

THis lofs, which threw fome blemilh on the military 
character of Ormond, was irreparable to the royal caufc. 
That numerous army, which, with fo much pains and 
diffi.culty, the lord lieutenant had bee:1 collecting for 
more than a year, was difperfed in a moment. Cromwel rsthAugufl, 

foon after arrived in Dublin, where he was welcomed 
with iliouts and rejoicings. He hafrcned to Tredah. 
That town was well fortified: Ormond had thrown into 
~t a good garrifon of three thoufand men, under Sir Ar-

~ Pari. Hift, vol, xix, P• 16.5• 

~hur 
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C HA P. thur Afl:01, an officer of reputation. He expeCl:ed that 

~--x_. _ . TreriahJ lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin, would 

1649· fi;fi: be <!tempted by Cromwc1, and he was defirous to 

employ tle enemy fome time jn that fiege, while he him­

felf lhoull repair his broken forces. But Cromwel knew 

the impoltance of difpatch. Having made a breach, he e1 

oet>t mber, ordered a general 01£Emlt. Though twice repulfed with 
Tred.Jh 
~:).rmed~ lofs, he nnewed the attack, and himfelf, along with Ire-

ton, led m his men. All oppofition was overborne by 
the furio!S valour ,of the troops. The town was taken 

f vord in land; and orders being itfued to give no quarter, 

a cruel fla~ghter was made of the garrifon. Even a few, 

who wcrefaved by the {o]diers, fatiated with blood, were 

n ext day niferably butchered by orders from the general. 

One ped(n alone of the garrifon efcaped to be a meifenger 

of this unverf:1l havoc and deftruCtion. 

CRoMVEL pretended to retaliate by this fevere execu­

tion the c uelty of the Iriili ma!facre: But he well knew, 

that almot the whole garrifon was Englilh; and his juf­

tice was mly a barbarous policy, in order to terrify all 

other garifons from refi£hnce. His policy, however, 

had the !efired effect Having led the army without 

delay to Wexford, he began to batter the town. The 
garrifon iter a flight defence offered to capitubte; but 

before th1y obtained a ceffation, they imprudently ne­

gleCted tleir guards; and the Englifh army rulhed in 

upon the<1. The fame feverity was excrcifed as at 
'I'redah. 

EVER) town, before which Crot!lWel prefcnted him­

felf, no~ opened its gates without refifiance. Rofs, 

though frongly garrifoned, was furrendered . by lord 

Otlober, Taffe. 1aving taken Efiionage; Cromwell threw a 

brid6e ov.:r the Barrow, and made himfelf mafter of 

Patfage <ud Carric. 'I'he Englilh had no farther diffi­

culties tc encounter than what arofe from fatigue and 

tl c 
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the advanced feafon. Fluxes and contagious dfrempers C H A P, 

(:reeped in among the· foldiers, who perilhed in great~ 
pumbers. Jones himfelf, the brave governor ofDublin_, 1 649• 

died at Wexford. And Cromwel had fo far Ldvanced 
with his decayed army, that he began to find itdifficult, 
either to fubfift in the enemies country, or retr,at to his 
own garrifons. But while he was in thefe fl:rait~ Corke, 
Kinfale, and all the Englifh garriions in Munfie deferted Movember. 

to him, and opening their gates refolved to fhan the for-
tunes of their victorious countrymen. 

THIS defertion of the Englilh put an end to Ormond's 
?tuthority, which was already much diminilhe< by the 
misfortunes at Dublin, Tredah, and Wexfon. The 
Iriih, atl:uated by national and religious prejudics, could 
po longer be kept in obedience by a protefl:ant !overnor, 
who was fo unfuccefsful in all his enterprizlS. The 
clergy renewed their excommunications againfi:him and 
~is adherents, and added the terrors of fuper±ition to 
~hofe which arofe from a vitlorious enemy. Gromwel 
having received a reinforcement from Englard, again 
took the field early in the fpring. He made himfelt 
mafier of Kilkenny and Clonmel, the only plaes where 
:Pe met with any vigorous refifiance. The whtle frame 
Qf the ~ri£h union being in a manner diffolved, O.rmond, 
foon after, left the ifland, and delegated his autlority to 
(.:Janricarde, who found affairs fo defperate asto admit 
of no remedy. r 'he Irilh were glad to embrace banifh­
ment as a refuge. Above 4o,oco men paffed int> foreign 
f~rvice; and Cr.omwel, well-pleafed to free tle ifland 
from enemies, who never could be cordially recmciled to 
the Englilh, gave them f4ll libeny and leifurefor their 
embarkation. 

WHILE Cromwcl proceeded with fuc~ uninerrupted 
fuccefs in Ireland, which in the fpace of nine rn>ntbs he 
p~d almofi: entirely 'fubdued, fortune was preptring fer 

' h;m 
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c II A P. him a new fcene of victory and triumph in Scotland. 

~Charles was at the Hague, when Sir Jofeph Dougla~ 
1649. brought him intelligence, that he was proclaimed king 

by the Scottilh parliament. At the fame time, Dougla~ 

informed him of the hard conditions annexed to the pro-

. clamation, and extremely damped that joy, which might 

arife from his being recogni~ed fovereign in one of his 

kingdoms. Charles too confidered, that thofe who pre­

tended to acknowledge his title, were at that very time 
in atlual rebellion againfl: his family, and would be fure 

to intrufl: very little authority in his hands, and fcarcely 

would afford him perfonal liberty and fecurity. As the 

profpeCl: of affairs in Ireland was at that time not unpro­

mifing, he intended_ rather to try his fortune in that king· 

dom, from which he expeCted more dutiful fubmiffion 

and obedience. 

MEANWHILE he found it expedient to depart from 

Holland. The people in the United Provinces were 

much attached to his interei1s. Befides his conncxion 

with the family of Orange, which was extremely beloved 

hy the populace, all men regarded with compaffion his 
helplefs condition, and expreffed the greatefl: abhorrence 

agai,nfl: the murder of his father; a deed, to which no­

thing, they thought, but the rage of fanaticifm and fac­

tion could have impelled the parliament. But though 

the public in general bore great favour to the king, the 

States were uneafy at his prefencc. ~rhey d~eaded the 

parliament, fo formidable by their power, and fo prof­

perous in all their cnterprizes. They apprehended the 

mofi: precipitate refolutions from men of fuch violent and 
haughty difpofitions. And after the murder of Doriflau~, 

they found it frill more neceffitry to fatisfy the Engliih 
commonwealth, by removing the king to a difiance fro!l\ 
them, 



IN. 
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DoRISLAus, though a native of HolJand, had lived C H A P. 
long in England; and being employed as affifrant to the~ 
high court of jullice, which condemned the late king, x6so. 

he had rifen to great credit and favour with the ruling 

party. They fent him envoy to Holland; but no fooner · 
had he arrived at the Hague, than he was fet upon by 
fome royalifis, chiefly retainers to Montrofe. They · 

rulhed into the room, where he was fitting with fome 

company; dragged him from the table; put him to death. 

as the firft vietim to their murdered fovereign ; very lei-

furely and peaceably fcparated themfelves; and though 
ord~rs were iffued by the magiftrates to arrefi them, thefe 
were executed with fuch flownefs and reluCtance, that the 

criminals had, all of them, the opportunity of making 
their efcape. 

CHARLES, h:wing paired fome time at Paris, where 
no affifrance was given him, and even few civilities were 

paid him, made his retreat into Jerfey, where his autho­
rity was frill acknowledged. Here, Winram, laird of 

Liberton, came to him as deputy from the committee of 

dlates in Scotland, and informed him of the conditions, 
to which he muft neceffarily fubmit before he could be 

admitted to the excrcife of his authority. Condi­

tions more fevere were never impofed by fubjecrs upon 

their fovereign; but as the affairs of Ireland began to 

decline, and the king found it no longer fafe to venture 
himfelf in that ifland, he gave a civil anfwer to Win­
ram, and defired commiffioners to meet him at Breda, in 

order to enter into a treaty with regard to thefe condi­

tions. 

THE earls of Caffilis and Lothian, lord Burley, the Covenant~ 

" laird of Liberton and other commiffioners arrived at ers. 

·Brcda; but without any power of treating; The king 

mufi: fubmit without referve to the terms impofed upon 

him. The terms were~ that he 1hould · fi"ue a proclama-
tion, 
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c H A P. tion, banilhing from court all excommunicated perfons; 
~that is, all thofe, who, either under Hamilton or Mon-

165o. trofe, had ventured their lives for his family; that no 
Engliih fubjeCt, who had fcrved againfi the parliament, 
lhould be allowed to approach him; that he lhould bind 
himfclf by his royal promife to take the covenant; that he 
lhould ratify all acts of parliament, by which pre!byterian 
government, the direCtory of worlhip, the confeffion of 
faith, and the catechifm were efiabllihed; and that ill 
civil affairs he fhould entirely conform himfelf to the di. 
rection of p:uliament, and in ecclefiafiical to that of the 
affembly. Thefe propofals, the commiffioners, after paf. 
fing fome time in fermons and prayers, in order to exprefs­
the more determined refolution, very folemnly delivered 

to the king. 

THE king's friends were divided with regard to the 
part, which he fhould aB: in this critical conjunCture. 
Mofi of his Englifh counfellors diffuaded him from ac-

. cepting conditions, fo difadvantageous and diihonourable. 
They fai -, that the men, who now governed Scotland, 
were the m oft furious and bigotted of that party, which, 
notwithftAnding his gentle government, had firft excited 
a rebellion againfi the late king ; after the moft unlimited 
conceffions, had renewed their rebellion, and flopped the 
progrefs of his viB:ories in England; and after he had 
entrufted his perfon to them in his uttermoft diftrefs, had 
bafel y fold him, togethtr with their own honour, to his 
barbarous enemies: That they had as yet fhown no marks 
of repentance, and even in the terms, which they now 
propofed, difplayed the fame antimonarchical principles, 
and the faMe jealoufy of their fovereign, by which they 
had ever been actuated : That nothing could be more 
dilhonourable, than that the king, in his firft enterprize, 
fuould facrifice, merely for the emptY. name of royalty, 
thofe principles, for which his father had died a martyr, 

and 
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and in which he himfelf had been firiB:ly educated: That C H .A P. 

by this hypocrify he might lofe tbe royalills, who alone~ 
were fincerely attached to him; but never would gain the 1650. 

prdbyterians, who were .:.verfe to his family and his taufe, 
- and would afcribe his compliance merely to policy and 

neceffity : That the Scots had refufed to give him any 
affurances of their intending to rcfiore him to the throne 

of England ; and could they even be brought to make 
fucn an atte-mpt, it had fufficiently appeared, by the event 
()f Hamilton's engagement, how unequal their force was 

to fo great an enterprize: That on the fidl: check, which 

they fhould receive, Argyle and his partizans would lay 

hold of the quickefl: expedient for reconciling themfelves 
to the Englifh parliament, and would betray the k!ng, as 
tr ey had done his father, into the hands of his enemies: 
And that, however defperate the roya] caufe, it muft fii1l 
be regard~d as highly imprudent in the king to make a 
facrifice of his honour; where the foie purchafe was to 

endanger his life or liberty. 

THE earl of Laneric, now duke of Hamilton, the 

earl of Lauderdale, and others of that party, who had 
been banilhed their country for the late engagement, 
were then with the king; and being defirous of returning 

home in his retinue, they joined the opinion of the young 
duke of Buckingham, and earnefrly preffed him to fubmit 
to the conditions required of him. It was urged, that 

nothing would more gratify the king's enemies than to 
fee him fall into the fnare laid for him, and by fo fcru-

. pulous a nicety, leave the poHeffion of his dominions to 

thofe who defired but a pretence for excluding him: That 
Argyle, not daring fo far to oppofe the bent of the nation , 
as to throw off all allegiance to his fovereign, had em­
braced this expedient, by which he hoped to make Charles 
dethrone himfelf, and refufe a kingdom, which was of­
fered him: That it was not to be doubted, but the fame 

na~icnal 
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c H .; P . national fpirit, affified by Hamilton and his party, would 
~rife fiill higher in favour of their prince after he had en-

I6.)c , tru!led himfelf to their fidelity, and would inuch abate 
the riO'our of the conditions, now impofed upon him: 0 

That whatever might be the prefent intentions of the 
ruling party, they mufi: unavoidably be engaged in a war 
with England, and mufi: accept the affifiance of the king's 
friends of all parties, in order to fupport themfel ves againft 

· a power, fo much fuperior: That how much foever a 
.fieddy, uniform condutl: might have been fuitable to the 
advanceti age, and fi:ricr engagements of the late king, no 
one would throw any blame on a young prince for com­

plying with conditions, which neceffity had extorted from 
him : That even the rigour of thofe principles, profeffed 
by his father, though with fome it had exalted his charac­
ter, had been extremely prejudicial to his interefts; nor 
could any thing be more ferviceable to the royal caufe 
than to give all parties room to hope for more equal and 
more indulgent maxims of government: And that where 
affairs were reduced to fo defperate a fituation, dangers 

ought little to be regarded; and the king's honour lay 
rather in lhowing fome early fymptoms of courage and 
activity, than in choofing flritl:ly a party among theolo­

gical controverfies, with which, it might be fuppofed, he 
was, as yet, very little acquainted. 

THESE arguments," fcconded by the advice of the queen 
mother and of the prince of Orange, the king;s brother in 

Jaw, who both of them thought it ridiculous to refufe t 
kingdom merely from regard to epifcopacy, had great in· 
fluence on Charles. But what chiefly determined him tO 
comply was the account brought him of the fate ofMon­
trofe, who, with all the circumfrances of rage and con­
tumely, had been put to death by his zealous ~ountrymen. 
Though in this infl:ance the king faw more evidently the 
furious fpirit, by which the Scots were aB:uated, he had 
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DOW no farther refource, and was obliged to grant what- C H A P. 

LX. 
ever was demanded of him. c..--v--J 

MoNTRosE, having laid down his arms at the com­
mand of the late king, had retired into France, and, 
contrary to his natural difpofition, had lived' fot fome 
time unacHve at Paris • . He there became acquainted 
with the famous cardinal de Retz; and that penetrating 
judge 'celebrates him in his memoirs as one of thofe he­
roes, of whom there are no longer any remains in the 
world, and who are only to be met with in Plutarch. 
Defirous of improving his martial genius, he took a jour­
ney to·Germany, was carefE·d by the emperor, received 
the rank of marefchal, and propofed to levy a regiment 

.for the imperial {ervice. While employed for that pur­
pofe in the Low Countries, he heard of the tragical death 
of the king; and at the fame time received from his young 
mafier a renewal of his commiffion of captain general in 
Scotland"· His ardent and daring fpirit needed but this 
authority to put him in aetion. He gathered followers in 
Hol1and and the north of Germany, whom his great re­
putation allured to him. The king of Denmark 'and 
duke of Holfiein fent him fome fmall fupply of money: 
The queen of Sweden furnilhed him with arms: The 
prince of Orange with iliips: And Montrofe, hafl:ening 
his enterprize, lefi the king's agreement with the Scots 
:lhould make him revoke his commiffion, fet out for the 
Orkneys with about 500 men, mofi of them Germans. 
Thefe were all the preparations, which he could make 
againfi a kingdom, fettled in dornefiic peace, fupported 
by a difciplined army, fully apprized of his enterprize, 
and prepared againft him. Some of his ret:liners having 
told him of a prophefy, that to him and him alone it was 
refervcd to rijlore the king's autbority in all his dominions ; 
he !cnt a willing ear to fuggefiions, which, howe\'er ill 

n llurr..et, Clarendor.. 
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c H 1\ P. grounded or improbable, were fo conformable to his own 
LX. . .n. 

~_,---1 danng charlL-Ler. 
165° HE armed feveral of the inhabitants of the Orkneys, 

tlken pri­
foncr. 

thou2:h <ln unwarlike people, and carried them over w_ith 

him ;o Caithnefs; hoping, that the general affeClion to 

the king's fervice, and the fame of his former exploits, 

,-vouid make the Highlanders flock to his ftandard. But 

all men were now haraffed and fatigued with wars and 

diforders : l\1any of thofe, who formerly adhered to him, 

had b~en f.~v~rdy punifhed by the covenanters: And no 

profpeCI: of fucccfs was entertained in oppofition to fo 

great a force as was drawn together againfl: him. But 

however weak 11ontrofe's army, the memory of pafr 
events fl:ruck a great terror into the committee of efl:ates. 

They immcdi<ltely ordered Ldley and Holborne to march 

againfr him with an army of 4000 men. Strahan was 

fent before with a body of cavalry to check his progrefs. 

He fell unexpeCtedly on Montrofe, who had no horfe to 

bring him intelligence. The royalifl:s were put to Right; 
all of them either killed or taken prifoners; and l\1on­

trofe himfelf,. having put on the difguife of a pcafant, 

was perfidioufly delivered into the hands of his enemies, 

by a friend, to whom he had entruHed his perfon. 

ALL the infolence, which fuccefs can produce in un­

generous minds, was cxcrcifed by the covenanters again!l: 

fv1ontrofe, whom they fo much hated and fo much 

dreaded. Tneological antipathy farther encreafed their 

indignities towards a pcrfon, whom they regarded as im­

pious on account of the excommunication, which h~d 

been pronounced againfr him. Lefley led him about for 

fcvcral drlys in the fame low habit, under which he had 

dif6uifed himfelf. The vulgar, wherev~r he paifed, were 

infi:igatcd to reproach and vilify him. When he came to 

Edinburgh, every circumfrance of elaborate ra,re and in· 
b 

fult was put in practice by order of the parliament. At 
the 
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the gate of the city, he was met by the rriagifi:rates, and C ~xA P. 

put into a new cart, purpofely made with a high chair or~ 
bench, where he was placed, that the people might have 165o. 

a full view of him. He was bound with a cord, drawn 
over his breafi and fhoulders, and faftened through holes 
made in the cart. The hangman then took off the hat 

of the noble prifoner, and rode himfelf before the cart in 

his livery, and with his bonnet on; the other officers, 
who were taken prifoners with the marquefs, \\'alking two 
and two before them. 

THE populace, more generous and humane, when they 

faw fo mighty a change of fortune in this great man, fo 
lately their dread and terror, into whofe hands the rnagi­

fhates, a few years before, had delivered on their knees 
the keys ' of the city, were ftruck with cornpafiion, and 

viewed him with filent tears and admiration. The 

. preachers, next Sunday, exclaimed againft this move­

ment of rebel nature, as they termed it; and reproached 

the people with their profane tendernefs towards the capi­

tal enemy of piety and religion. 

WHEN he was carried before the parliament, which 
was then fitting, Loudon, the chancellor, in a violent 

declamation, reproached him with the breacli of the na­
tional covenant, which he had fubfcribed; his rebellion 

againft God, the king, and the kingdom ; and the many 
horrible murders, treafons, and impieties, for which he 
was now to be brought to condign punifhment. !v1on­
trofe in his anfwer maintained the fame fuperjority above 

his enemies, to which, by his fame and great aB:ions, as 
well as by the confcioufnefs of a good caufe, he was jufily 
entitled. , He told the parliament, that, fince the king, 

as he was informed, had fo far avowed their authority as 

to enter into treaty with them, he now appeared unco­
'Vered before their tribunal; a refpect, which, while they 

N 2 ftood 
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c H A P. fi:ood in open defiance to their fovereign, they would in 

~vain have required of him. That he acknowledged, 
165o. with infinite fhame and remorfe, the errors of his early 

conduct, when their plaufible pretences had feduced him 
to tread with them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms 

againfl: his princ~ and country. That his following fer­

vices, he hoped, had fufficiently tefl:ified his repentance; 
and his death would now atone for that guilt, the only 
one with which he could j uftly reproach himfelf. That 

in all his warlike enterprizes he was warranted by that 
commiffion, which he had received from his and their 
mafier, againfi whofe lawful authority they had ereCled 

their ftandard. That to venture his life for his fovereign 

was the leafr part of his merit : He had even thrown 

down his arms in obedience to the facred commands of 
the king; and had refigned to them the victory, which, 

in defiance of all their efforts, he was ftill enabled to dif­
pute with them. That no blood had ever been llied by 

him but in the field of battle; and many perfons were 

now in his eye, many now dared to pronounce fentence 

of death upon him, whofe life, forfeited by the laws of 

war, he had formerly faved from the fury of the foldiers. 

That he was forry to find no better teftimony of their re­

turn to allegiance than the murder of fo faithful a fub· 

jea, in whofe death the king's commiffion muft be, at 

once, fo highly injured and affronted. That as to him­
felf, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and degrade 
him by all their ftudied indignities : The jufiice of his 
caufe, he knew, would ennoble any fortune; nor had 

he other affiietion than to fee the authority of his prince, 
with which he was invefted, treated with fo much igno­
miny. And that he now joyfully followed, by a like 
unjufl: fentence, his late fovereign; and lliould be happy, 

if, in his future defiiny, he could follow him to the fame 

blifsful 
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blifsful manfions, where his piety and humane virtues C H A P, 
. b r. . 1 LX. had already, wtthout dou t, .~ecured htm an eterna re-"-'-" 

compence. t6so. 

MoNTROSE's fentence was next pronounced againfr 
him, " That he, J ames Graham" (for this was the only 
11ame they vouch fa fed to give him) " iliould next day be 
" carried to Edinburgh crofs, and there be hanged on a 
" gibbet, thirty feet high, for the fpace of three hours : 
" Then be taken down, his head be cut off upon a fcaf­
" fold, and affixed to the prifon: His legs and arms be 
" ftuck up on the four chief towns of the kingdom : His 
" body be buried in the place appropriated for common 
" malefaCl:ors; except the church~ upon his repentance, 
" fuould take off his excommunication." 

THE clergy, hoping, that the terrors of immediate 
death had now given them an advantage over their ene­
my, flocked about him, and infulted over his f~llen for­
tunes. They pronounced his damnation, and affured 
him, that the judgment, which he was fo foon to fuffer, 
would prove but an eafy prologue to that which he muft 
undergo hereafter. They next offered to pray with him: 
But he was too well acquainted with thofe forms of im­
precation, which they called prayers. " Lord, vouch­
u fafe yet to touch the obdurate heart of this prouq in­
" corrigible finner; this wicked, perjured, traiterous, 
'' and profane perfon, who refufes to hearken to the 
" voice of thy church." Such were the petitions, 
which, he expeCl:ed, they would, according to cufiom, 
offer up for him. He told them, that they were a mife .. 
rably deluded and deluding people; and would lhortJy 
bring their country under the moft infupportable fervi­
tude, to which any nation had eYer been reduced. "For 
'' my part,'' added he, " I am much prouder to h_ave 
" my head affixed to the place, where it is fentenced to 
~ ftand, than to hav.c my picture hang in the king's 

N l " bed· 
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c H A P." bed-chamber. So far from being forry, that my quar.; 

LX. " ters are to be fent to four cities of the kingdom; I 

I?so. " wiili I had limbs enow to be difperfed into all the 

" cities of Chrifrendom, there to remain as tefrimonies 
" in favour of the caufe, for which I fuffer." This 

fentiment, that xery evening, while in prifon, he threw . 
into verfe. The poem remains; a fignal monument of 
his heroic fpirit, and no defpicable proof of his poetical 

genius. 

lZ~11 May. 

~xecuted, 

Now was led forth, amidfr the inf ults of his enemies 

and the tears of the people, this man of illufrrious birth 

and of the greateft renown in the nation, to fuffer, for 
his adhering to the laws of his country, and the rights of 
his fovcreign, the ignominious death defiined to the 

meaneR: malefactor. Every attempt, which the infolence 

of the governing party had made to fubdue his fpirit, had 
hitherto prove~ fruitlefs : They made yet one effort 
more, in this I aft and melancholy fcene, when all en­

mity, arifing from motives merely human, is commonly 
foftened and difarmed. 1"'he executioner brought that 

book, which had been publifhed in elegant Latin of his 
great military actions, and tied it by a cord about his 
neck. Montrofe fmiled at this new infrance of their 
malice. He thanked them, however, for their officious 

zeal; and faid, that he bore this tefiimony of his bravery 

and loyalty with more pride than he had ever worn the 

garter. Having aiked, whether they had any more in­
dignities to put upon him, and renewing fome devout 

ejaculations, he patiently endured the lafr aB: of the ex-
ecutioner. 

Tnus perilhed, in the thirty-eighth year of his age,. 
the gallant marq uefs of Montrofe ; the man whofe mili· 
tary genius, both by valour and condutl, had £hone forth 

beyond any, which, during thefe civil diforders, had ap­
peared in the three kingdoms. The finer arts too, he 

had~ 
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had, in his youth, fuccefsfully cultivated; ancf wb~tcvcr C I-~:. P. 

was fublime, elegant, or noble touched his great foul. 1...--;............J 
Nor was he infenfible to the pleafures c"thcr of foci cty or 

1050
' 

of love. Something, however, of the vajl and zaz/Jounde.d 

· -charaCterized his actions and deportment ; and it \vas 

merely by an heroic effort of duty, that he brou/ ht his 

mind, impatient of fuperiority, and even of equ<dity, to 

pay fuch unlimited fubmiffion to the will of his fovercign. 

rrHE vengeanceofthe covenanters was not fatisfi.cd with 

Montrofe's execution. U rrey, wbofc inconl1a!lcy now 

led him to take part with the kin;1 fuffc;-cd about the 

fame time : Spotifwood of Daerfie, a you th of eighteen, 

.Sir Francis Hay of Dalgetie, and colonel Sibbald, all of 

them of birth and character, underwent a like fate. 

Thefe were taken prifoners with Montrof::!. The Mar­

quefs of Huntley, about a year before, had alfo fallen a 
victim to the feverity of the covenanters. 

THE pafr fcene difpl ays in a full light the barbarity of 

· this theological faction : The fequel will fufficiently dif­

play their abfurdity. 

THE king, in confequence of his agreement with the z3d June. 

commiffioncrs of Scotland, fet fail ior that country; 

and being efcorted by feven Dutch £hips of war, who 

were fent to guard the herring fi{hery, he arrived in the 

frith of Cromarty. Before he was permitted to land, he 

was rcq uired to fign the covenant; and many fermons 

and lctturcs were made him, exhortin;; him to perlevere 

in that holy confederacy 0 • Hamilton, Lauderdale, Dum- c 
ov~:nan~ 

fermling, and other noblemen of th (1t party w·hom they l'rs. 

called Engagers, were immediately feparated from him, 

and obliged to retire to their houfcs, where they lived in 

a private manner, without trufr or authority. None of 

his Englifh friends, who had ferved his father, were 

allowed to remain in the kingdom. The ki11g himfelf 

0 Sir Edward Walker's Hiftorical Difcoudes, p. I 59• 

N 4 found, 
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c H A. P. found, that he was confidered as a mere pagt'!lnt of flate, 

~and that the .ew remains of royalty, which he poffeifeq, 

x6so. ferved only to draw on him the greater indignities. One 

,. of the quarters of Montrofe, his faithful fen'ant, who 
had borne his commiffion, had been fent to Aberdeen, 

and was frill allowed to hang over the gates when he 
paffed by that place P, The general affembly, and after­

wards the committee of efl:ates and the army, who were 

entirely governed by the affembly, fet forth a public de­

daration, in which they protefted, " that they did not 

" efpoufe any malignant quarrel or party, but fought 
" merely on their former grounds or principles; that 
" they clifclaimed all the fins and guilt of the king, and 

" of his houfe; nor would they own him or his interefr, 

" otherwife than with a fubordination to God, and fG 
" far as he owned and profecuted the caufe of God, and 

'' acknowledged the fins of hi;> houfe, and of his former 
~' ways q." 

I6·h Aug. 

THE king, lying entirely at mercy, and having no 

aflurance of life or liberty, farther than was agreeable ~o 

the fancy of thefe aufl:ere zealots, was confirained to 
embrace a meafure, which nothing but the neceffity of 
his affairs, and his great youth and inexperience could 
excufe. He iffi1ed a declaration, fuch as they required 
of hirp r. He there gave thanks for the merciful difpen­

fations of providence, by which he was recovered f;om 
the fuare of evil counfel, had attained a full perfuafio~ ~f 
the righteoufnefs of the covenant, and was induced to 

~~fr himfelf and his interefis wholly upon God. He de­

fired to be deeply humbled and a:ffiitl:ed in fpirit, becaufe 

of his father's following wicked meafures, oppofing the 

covenant and the work of reformation, and lhedding the 

blood of God's people throughout all his dominio~s. 

P Sir Edward Walker's Hillorical Difcour(es, p. t6o, 
Cl Ibid. p. 166, 167. r Ibid. P• 170. .. ' l:{e 

I 



N. T H E C 0 !\1 !vl 0 N W E A L T H. 

He lamented the idolatry of his mother and the toleration c H A P. 
• I LX. 

of it in his father's houfe; a matter of great offence, he, ...- • 
faid, to a1l the protefiant churches, and a great provoca- 1 65°• 

tion to him who is a jealous God, vifiting the fins of the 
father upon the children. He profeffed, that he would 
have no enemies but the enemies of the covenant; and 
that he detefied all popery, fuperftition, prelacy, herefy, 
fchifm, and profanenefs; and was refolved nQt to tolerate; 
much lefs to countenance, any of them in any of his 
dominions. He declared, that he lhould never love or 
favour thofe who had fo little confcience as to follow his 
interefis, in preference to the gofpel and the kingdom of 
Jefus Chrift. .,And he exprefied his hope, that, what-
ever ill fuccefs his former guilt might have drawn upon 
his caJ.,lfe, yet now, having obtained mercy to be on 
God's fide, and to acknowledge his own caufe fubordi-
nate to that of God, divine providence would crown his 
arms with viCl:ory. 

STILL the covenanters and the clergy were diffident of 
the king's fincerity. The facility, which he difcovered 
in yielding whatever was required of him, made them 
fufpeCl:, that he regarded all his conccffions merely as 
ridiculous farces, to which he mufr of neccffity fubmit. 
They had another trial prepared for him. Infiead Qf 
the folemnity of his coronation, which was delayed, they 
were refolved, that he lhould pafs through a public hu­
millation, and do penance before the whole people. 
They fent him twelve articles of repentance, which he, 
was to acknowledge; and the king had agreed, that he 
would fubmit to this indignity. The various tranfgref­
fions of his father and grandfather, together with the 
idolatry of his mother, are again enumerated and aggra­
vated in thefe articles; and farther declarations were in­
fifi:ed on, that he fought the reftoration of his rights, for 
the foie advancement of religion, and in fubordination to 

5 the 
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c H A P. the kingdom of Chrifi: 9
• In fhort, having exalted the 

~~altar above the throne, and brought royalty under their 

165o, feet, the clergy were refolved to trample on it and vilify 

it, by every infiance of contumely, which their prefent 

influence enabled them to impcfe upon their unhappy 

prince. 
CHARLES in the mean time found ~is authority entirely 

annihilated, as well as his charaCl:er degraded. He was 

confulted in no public meafure. He was not called to 
affift at any councils. His favour was fufficient to dif­

credit anx pretender to office or advancement. All 
efforts, which he made to unit~ the oppofite parties, en­
creafed the fufpicion, which the cdvenanters had enter­
tained of him, as if he were not entirely their own. 

Argyle, who, by fubtilties and compliances, partly led 

and partly was governed by this wild faction, frill turned 

a deaf ear to all advances, which the king made to enter 

into confidence with him. Malignants and Engagers con­

tinued to be the. objeB:s of general hatred and perfecu­

tion; and whoever was obnoxious to the clergy, failed 

not to have one or other of thefe epithets affixed to him. 
The fanaticifm, which prevailed~ being fo full of four 
and angry principles, and fo overcharged with various 

antipathies, had acquired a new object of abhorrence: 

Thefe were the Sorcerers. So prevalent was the opinion 

of witchcraft, that great numbers, accufed of that crime, 

were burnt by fentence of the magifirates throughout all 
parts of Scotland. In a v11lage near Berwic, which con· 

tained only fourteen houfes, fourteen perfons were pu· 

ni£hed by fire t; and it became a fcience, every where 
much ftudied and cultivated, to difiinguilh a true witch 

by proper trials and fymptoms u. 

s Sir :Edward Walker's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 1 78. 

( Whitlocke, p. 434, 408. u Ibid. p. 396. 418. 
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THE advance of the Engliili armv under Crom.wel C H A !'. 
" LX 

was not able to appeafe or foften the animofitics among.______~ 
the parties in Scotland. The clergy were frill refolute 165o. 

to exclude all but their mofi zealous adherents. As foon 

as the Englifh parliament found, that the treaty between 

the king and the Scots would probably terminate in an 

accommodation, they made preparations for a war, which, 

they faw, would, in the end, prove inevitable. Crom-

wel, having broken the force and courage of the Irifh, 

was fent for; and he left the · command of Ireland to 

Ircton, who governed. that kingdom in the charatl:er of 

deputy, and with vigilance and indufrry perfevered in the 

work of fubduing and expelling the natives. 

IT was expeB:ed, that Fairfax, who frill retained the 

name of general, would continue to aB: againfl: Scotland, 

and appear at the head of the forces; a fra.tion for which 

he was w~ll qualified, and where alone he made any 

figure. But Fairfax, though he had allowed the army 

to make ufe of his name in murdering their fovereign, 

and offering violence to the parliament, had entertained 

unfurmountable fcruples againfi invading the Scots, 

whom he confidered as zealous prefbyte ians, and united 

to England by the facred bands of the covenant. He 

was farther difgufl:ed at the extremities, into which he 

had already been hurried; and was confirmed in his re­

pugnance by the exhortations of his wife, who had great 

influence over him, and was herfelf much governed by 

the prefbyterian clergy. A committee of parliament was 
fcnt to reafon with him; and Cromwcl was of the 

number. In vain did they urge, that the Scots had firfi 

broken the covenant by their invafion of England under 

Hamilton; and that they would furely renew their 

bofrile attempts, if not prevented by the vigorous mea-

1s. [tJres of the commonwealth. Cromwel, who knew the 

6,,,!. figid inflexibility of Fairfax, in every thing, which he 
regarded 
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C H A P; reQ'arded as matter of principle, ventured to folicit him 
LX. c 

'--y---J with the utmoft earneftnefs; and he went fo far as to lhed 
s6so. tears of grief and vexation on the occafion. No one 

could fufpeet any ambition in the man, who laboured fo 
zealoufly to retain his general in that high office, which, 
he knew, he himfelf was alone entitled to fill.. The 
fame warmth of temper, which made Cromwel a frantic 
enthufiaft, rendered him the mofi dangerous of hypocrites; 
and it was to this turn of mind, as much as to his cour­
age and capacity, that he owed all his wonderful fuc­
ceffes. By the contagious fermen.t of his zeal, he engaged 
every one to co·operate with him in his meafures; and 

entering eafily and affeCl:ionately into every part, which 
he was difpofed to aB:, he was enabled, even after mul­
tiplied deceits, to cover, under a tempeft of paffion, all 
his crooked fchemes and profound artifices. 

F AIRF AX having refigned his commiffion, it was be· 
flowed on Cromwel, who was declared captain-general 
of all the forces in England. This command, in a corn· 
monwealth, which flood entirely by arms, was of the 
utmoft importance; and was the chief ftep, which this 
ambitious politician had yet made towards fovereign 
power. He immediately marched his forces, and entered 
Scotland with an army of 16,ooo men. 

THE command of the Scottilh army was given to Lef­
ley, an experienced officer, who formed a very proper 
plan of defence. He entrenched himfelf in a fortified 
camp between Edinburgh and Leith, and took care to 
remove from the counties of Merfe and t~e Lothians every 
thing which could ferve t() the fubfifiance of the Englifh 
army. Cromwel advanced to the Scotch camp, and endea· 
voured, by every expedient, to bring Lefley to a battle: 
The prudent Scotchman knew, that, though fuperior in 
numbers, his army was much inferior in difcipline to the 
Englilh; and he carefully kept himfelf within his en· 

trenchmenta. -
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THE COMMON\VEALTH. 

trenchments. By fkirmilhes and fmall rencounters he C H A P. 

tried to confirm the fpirits of his foldiers; and he was ~ 
fuccefsful in thefe enterprizes. His army daily encreafed x6so. 
both in numbers and courage. The king came to the 

camp; and having exerted himfelf in an action, gained 
on the affections of the foldiery, who were more defirous 
of ferving under a young prince of fpirit and' vivacity 

than under a committee of talking gown-men. ' T-ne 
clergy were alarmed. They ordered Charles immediately 
to leave the camp. They alfo purged it carefully of 
about 4000 Malignants and Engagers, whole zeal had led 
them to attend the king, and who were the foldiers of 
chief credit and experience in the nation w. They then 

concluded, that they had an army compofed entirely of 
faints, and could not be beaten. They murmured ex­
tremely, not only againft their prudent general, but alfo 
againft the Lord, on account of his delays in giving them 

deliverance x; and they plainly told him, that, if he 
would not fave them from the Englifh fetl:aries, he lhould 
no longer be their God r. An advantage having offered 

itfelf on a Sunday, they hindered the gt>neral from mak-
ing ufe of it, leil he lhould involve the nation in the guilt 

of fabbath-brea~ing. 
CROMWEL found himfelf in a very bad fituation. He 

had no provifions but what he received by fea. .He had 
not had the precaution to bring thefe in fufficient quan­
tities; and his army was reduced to difficulties. He re­
tired to Dun bar. Lefley followed him and encamped on 

the heights of Lammerm ure, which overlook that town. 
There lay many difficult paffes between Dunbar and Ber­
wic, and of thefe Lefley had taken poffeffion. The Eng!i!h 
general was reduced to extremities. He had even embraced 
a refolution of fending by fea all his foot and artillery to 

w Sir Edw. Walker, P• IiS• 
locke, p. 449• 

'( Id , p. t6S, Y Wbit-

England, 
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c H A P. Eng;land, and of breaking through, at all hazards, with 

~his cava1ry. T:1c madnefs of the Scottifh ecclefiafiics 

165°· favcd him from this lofs and difhonour. 

TIGHT and day the minifiers had been wrc1lling with 

the Lord in prayer, as they termed it; and they fancied, 

that they had at lafi obtained the victory. Revelations, 

they faid,- were made them, that the feB:arian and here­

tical ar:ny, together with Agag, meaning Cromwel, was 

delivercJ into their hands. Upon the faith of thefe vifi­

ons, they forced their general, in fpite of his rcmonfirances, 

to d~fcend into the plain, with a view of attacking the 

:Battle of Engliili in their retreat. Cromwel, looking through a 
Dun bar. glafs, fa w the encmis camp in motion ; and foretold, 

Without the help of revelations, that the Lord had deli .. 

vereJ them into his hands. He gave orders immediately 

:;d Septemb. for an attack. In this battle it was eafily obferved, that 
nothing, in military aCtions, can fupply the place of dif-

ciplinc and experience; and that, in the prefence of real 

danger, vihere men are not accuftomed to it, the fumes 

of cmhufiafm prefently diffipate, and lofe their influence. 

The Scots, though double in number to the Englilh, 

were foon put to Right, and purfued with great flaughter. 

The chief, if not only refifiance was made by one regi­

ment of Hi6hlandcrs, that part of the army, which was 

the lcafl: mfecred with fanaticifm. No victory could be 
more complete tha1_1 this, which was obtained by Crom· 

wel. About 3000 of the enemy were flain, and 9000 

taken prifor:ers. Cromwel purfued his advantage, and 

took poJle.flion of Edinburgh and Leith. The remnant 

of the Scottifh army Red to Sterling. The approach of 

the winter feafon, and an ague, which feized Cromwel, 

kept him from pufhing the viCl:ory any farther. 
THE clergy made great lamentations, and told the 

Lord, that to them it was little to facrifice: their lives and 

cfb.tcs, but to him it was a great lofs to fuffer his eleCt 
to 
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to be deflroyed z. They publi!hed a declaration, con- C H A P. 
. LX. 

taining the caufe of their late misfortunes. Thefe vifi-~ 
tations they afcribed to the manifold provocations of the 165o. 

king's houfe, of which, they feared, he had not yet tho-
roughly repented; the fecret intrufion of malignants into 
the. k:ng's fa'mily and even into the camp; the leaving 

of a mofl: malignant and profane guard of horfe, who, 
being fent for to be purged, came two days before the 
defe.1t, and were allowed to fight with the army; the 
owning of the kin6's quarrel by many without fubordi-
nation to religion and ,liberty; and the carnal felf-feeking 
of fome, together with the negleCl: of family prayers by 
others. 

CRoMWEL, having been fo fuccefsful in the war of 
the fword, took up the pen againfl: the Scottifh ecclefiafl:ics. 
He wrote them fome polemical letters, in which he main­
tained the chief points of the independent theology. He 
took care likewife to retort on them their favourite argu- ' 
ment of providence; and afked them, whether the Lord 
had not declared againfl: them. But the minifl:ers thought, 
that the fame events, which to their enemies were judge­
ments, to them were trials; and they replied, that the 
Lord had only hid his face, for a time, from Jacob. 
But Cromwel infifl:ed, that the appeal had been made to 
God in the mofl: exprefs and folemn manner, and that, 
in the fields of Dun bar, an irrevocable decifion had been 
aw:1rded in favour of the Englilh army a. 

THE 
z Sir Edward Walker. 

a This is the beft of Cromwel's wretched compofitions that rem•in~, :mJ 
we ihall here extract a pafTage out of it. " You fay you have not fo learned 

" Chrift as to hang the equity of your caufe upon event~. We could wilh 

" that blindnefs had not been upon your e;es to all thofe marvellous dif­
" penfations, which God hath wrought lately in England. But clid not ~·cu 
" folemnly appeal and pray ? Did not w'e do fo too? And ought not we 

" and you to th!nk, with fear and trembling, of the hand of the great God, 

u in this mighty and firange appe:uance of his, but caa o;~n.·Jy call it an 

~~ event? 
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C H A P. THE defeat of the Scots was retarded by the king as a 

~fortunate event. The armies, Wlich fought on both 
J6St• fides, were almoft equally his crtmies; and the van­

quilhed were now obliged to give 1im fome more autho­
rity, and apply to him for fupport. The parliament was 
fummoned to meet at St. Johnfi:OJe's. Hamilton, Lau­
derdale and all the Engagers wer: admitted into court 
and camp, on condition of doing public pennance, and 
exprcffing repentance for their late tranfgreffions. Some 
Malignants alfo creeped in umer various pretences. 

The intended humiliation or penrnnce of the king was 

changed into the ceremony of his toronation, which was 

zfl: January. performed at Scone with great ponp and fo1emnity. But 
amidft all this appearance of refpet, Charles remained in 
the hands of the moft rigid Cove1anters : And though 
treated with civility and courtefy by Argyle, a man of 
parts and addrefs, he was little letter than a prifoncr, 

aad was frill expofcd to all the ndenefs and pedantry of 

the eccle!idtics. 

THIS young prince was in a fmation, which very ill 
fuited his temper and difpofition. All thofe good quali­

ties which he poffeffed, his affabili y, his wit, his gaiety, 

his gentleman-like, difengageJ bd1aviour, were here fo 
many vices; and his love of eafc:, liberty, and pleafure 
was regarded as the highefi enorrrity. '1'hough artful in 
the pratlice of courtly diffimulaton, the fanttified fiylc 

" event? Were not both your and our expctations renowed from time to 

" time, wnile we waited on God, to fee whih way he w11uld manifefi him· 

" felf upon our appeals? And tball we, afte.all thcfe our prayers, fafting~, 

" tears, expeCtations and folemn appeals, cal thefe mere e\·ents ? The Lord 

'' pity you, Surely we fear, becaufe it has 1een a merciful an:.! a gracious 

" Jeli\·erance to us, 

" I befeech you in the bowels ofChrifr, ferch after the mind of the Lord 

'' in it towards you, and we iliall help you 1y our prayers that you may tin:! 

" it. For yet, if we know our heart at all,r1ur bowels do in Chrift yearn 

'.' after the godly in Scotland," T.hurloe, vol. i. p. 158. 

w.as 
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was utterly unknowt to him; and he never could mould C HXA P. 
L • his deportment into that frarched grimace, which the '--y----J 

covenanters requiredas an infallible mark of converfion. 165 1• 
The duke of Buckirgham was the only Englilh courtier 
allowed to attend hm; and by his ingenious talent for 
ridicule, he had ren(ered himfelf extremely agreeable to 
his mafrer. While f> many objeCl:s of derifion furrounded 
them, it was difficut to be altogether infenfible to the 
temptation, and whtlly to fupprefs the laugh. Obliged 
to attend from morni1g to night at prayers and fermons, 
they betrayed evidentfymptoms of wearinefs or contempt. 
The clergy never cCJld efieem the king fufficiently re­
generated: And by cmtinual exhortations, remonfirances, 
and reprimands, the) frill endeavoured to bring him to a 
jufier fenfe of his fpir~ual duty. 

THE king's paffionfor the fair could not altogether be 
reflrained. He had once been obferved ufing fome fa­
miliarities with a yrung woman; and ·a committee of 
minifrers was . appointd to reprove him for a behaviour fo 
unbecoming a covenmted monarch. The fpokefman of 
the committee, one ~ouglafs, began with a fevere afpett, 
informed the king th.t great fcandal had been given to 
the godly, enlarged •n the heinous nature .of fin, and 
concluded with exhoting his majefry, whenever he was 
difpofed to amufe hinfelf, to be more careful, for the 
future, in lhutting dr windows. This delicacy, fo un­
ufual to the place and to the character of the man, was 
remarked by the kin~; and he never forgot the obliga­
tion. 

THE king, fhockd at all the indignities, and per .. 
baps, frill more tired with all the formalities, to which 
he was obliged to fubnit, made an attempt to regain his 
liberty. General Mildleton, at the head of fome royal­
ifis, being profcribec by the covenanters, kept in the 
mountains, expecting fome opportunity of ferving his 

VoL. VII. 0 · mafl:er. 
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c H A P. ma!ter. The king refolved to join this body. He fe .. 
· ~crttly made his efcape from Argyle, and fled towards th~ 

I6SI· Highlands. Colonel Montgomery, with a troop of horfe, 
was fent in purfuit of him. He overtook the king, and 

perfuaded him to return. The royalifis being too weak 
to fupport him, Charles was the more eafily induced to 
comply. This incident procured him afterwards better 
treatment and more authority; the covenanters being 

afraid of driving him, by their rigours, to fome defperate 

refo'ution. Argyle renewed his courtlhip to the king, 
and the king, with equal diffimulation, pretended to 

repofc great confidence in Argyle. He even went fo fa.r 
as to drop hints of his intention to marry that nobleman's 
daughter: But he had to do with a man too wife to be 
feduced by fuch grofs artifices. 

As foon as the feafon would permit, the Scottilh army 

was affembled under Hamilton and Lefley; and the king 

was allowed to join the camp. The forces of the wefiern 
counties, notwithfianding the imminent danger, which 

threatened their country, were refolute not to unite their 
caufe with that of an army, which admitted any engagers 
or malignants among them ; and they kept in a body 

apart under Ker. They called themfelves the Protejlers; 
and their frantic clergy declaimed equally againft the king 

and againft Cromwel. The other party were denominated 

Refolutioners; and thefe difiinetions continued long after 

to divide and agitate the kingdom. 

CHARLES encamped at the 1"'orwood ; and his generals 

refolved to conduCl themfelves by the fame cautious max• 
ims, which, fo long as they were embraced, had been 
fuccefsful during the former campaign. The town of 
Stirling lay at his back, and the whole north fupplied 

him with provifions. Strong entrenchments defended his 
front; and it was in vain that Cromwel m~de every at­

tempt to brinm him to an en~agement. After lofing 
mud~ 
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much time, the Englilh general fcnt Lambert over the C H A P. 
frith into Fife, with an intention of cutting off the pro-~ 
vifions of the enemy. Lambert fell upon Holborne and 1651 • 

Brown, who commanded a party of the Scots, and put 
them to rout with great !laughter. Cromwel alfo paffed 
over with his whole army; and lying at the back of the 
king, made it impofiible for him to keep his poft any 
ionger. 

CHARLES, reduced to defpair, embraced a refolution 
worthy of a young prince contending for empire. Having 
the way open, he refolved immediately to march into 
England ; where he expeCted, that all his friends, and all 
thofe who were difcontented with the prefent government, 
would flock to his fiandard. He perfuaded the generals 
to enter into the fame views; and with one confent the 
army, to the number of 14,000 men, rofe from their 
camp, and advanced by great journies towards the fouth. 
CR~MWEL was furprized at this movement of the 

royal army. Wholly intent on offending his enemy, he 
had expofed his friends to imminent danger, and faw the 
king with numerous forces marching into England ; where 
his prefence, from the general hatred which prevailed 
againfr the parliament, was capable of producing fome 
great revolution, But if this conduCt was an overfight 
in Cromwel, he quickly repaired it by his vigilance and 
aCtivity. He difpatched letters to the parliament, exhort­
ing them not to be difmayed at the approach of the Scots : 
He fent orders every where for afTembling forces to op­
pofe the king: He ordered Lambert with a body of ea~ 
valry to hang upon the rear of the royal army, and infeft 
their march: And he himfelf, leaving Monk with 7000 
men to complete the reduCtion of Scotland, followed th~ 
king with all the expedition poffible. 

CHARLES found himfdf difappointed in his expeCla­
tions of encrcafing his army. The Scots, terrified at the 

0 2 profpeOt 



tg6 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. profpeB: of fo hazardous an enterprize, fell off in great 
LX. • {b . h . ~numbers. The Englifh pre ytenans, avmg no warn-

3d Sept. 

ing given them of the king's approach, were not prepared 

to join him. To the royalifrs, this meafure was equally 
unexpeeled; and they were farther deterred from joining 

the Scottiili army by the orders, which the committee of 

minifters had iffued, not to admit any, even in this defpe· 
rate extremity, who would not fubfcribe the covenant. 

The earl of Derby, leaving the ifle of Man, where he 

·had hitherto maintained his independance, was employed 
in levying forces in Chefh.ire and Lancafh.ire ; but was 

foon fuppreffed by a party of the parliamentary army. 
And the king, when he arrived at Worcefrer, found, that 
his forces, extremely haraffed by a hafiy and fatiguing 
march, were not more numerous, than when he rofe from 

his camp in the Torwood. 

SucH is the influence of efl:abliihed government, that 

the commonwealth, though founded in ufurpation the 

rnofr unjuft and unpopular, had authority fufficient to 

raife every where the militia of the counties; and thefe, 

united with the regular forces, bent all their efforts againft 

the king. With an army of about 3o,ooo men, Crom· 

wel fell upon Worcefier; and attacking it on all fid~s, and 

meeting with little refifrance except from duke Hamilton 

and general Middleton, broke in upon the difordered 

:Battle <>f 
Worcefter. 

royalifts. The frreets of the city were frrowed with dead, 

Hamilton, a nobleman of bravery and honour, was mor· 

tally wounded; Maffey wounded and taken prifoner; the 

king himfelf, having given many proofs of perfonal va· 

lour, was obliged to fly. The whole Scotti!h army was 

either killed or taken prifoners. The country people, in· 
llamed with national antipathy, put to death the few that 

efcaped from the field of battle. 

The king's THE king left Worcefl:er at fix o'clock in the after· 
cfc<tpc. noon, and without halting, travelled about twenty·fix 

9 miles, 
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miles, in company with fifty or fixty of his friends. To c H A P. 

provide for his fafety, he thought it beft to feparate him-~ 
felf from his companions; and he left them without corn- 1651• 

municating his intentions to any of them. By the earl 
of Derby's directions, he went to Bofcobel, a lone houfe 

in the borders of Staffordfhire, inhabited by one Penderell, 
a farmer. To this man Charles entrufted himfelf. The 

man had dignity of fentiments much above his condition; 

and though death was denounced againft all who con-
cealed the king, and a great reward promifed to any one 
who fhould betray him, he profeffed and maintained un-
1haken fidelity. He took the affiftance of his four bro-

thers, equally honourable with himfelf; and having 
cloathed the king in a garb like their own, they led him 

into the neighbouring wood, put a bill into his hand, and 
pretended to employ themfelves in cutting faggots. Some 
nights he lay upon {haw in the houfa, and fed on fuch 
homely fare as it afforded. For a better concealment, he 

mounted upon an oak, where he iheltered himfelf among 
the leaves and branches for twenty-four hours. He faw 
feveral foldiers pafs bye. All of them were intent in fearch. 
of the king; and fome expreifed in his hearing their ear-

neft willies of feizing him. This tree was afterwards 
denominated the Royal Oak; and for many years was re .. 
garded by the neighbourhood with great veneration. 

CHARLES was in the middle of the kingdom, and 
could neither fray in his retreat, nor ftir a ftep from it, 

without the moft imminent danger. Fears, hopes, and 

party zeal interefl:ed multitudes to difcover him; and 
even the fmallefl: indifcretion of his friends might prove 
fatal. Having joined lord Wilmot, who was fkulking in 
the neighbourhood, they agreed to put themfelves into 

the hands of colonel Lane, a zealous royalift, who lived 
at Bentley, not many miles dift~nt. The king,s feet 

were fo hurt by walking about in heavy boots or country-

0 3 men'i 
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c H A P. men's Cho~ which did not fit him, that he was obliged to 
~mount on horfeback; and he travelled in this fituation to 

165r. . Bentley, attended by the Penderels, who had been fo 
faithful to him. Lane formed a fcheme for his journey 

to Brifio1, where, it was hoped, he would find a fhip, in 
which he might tranfport himfelf. He had a near kinf­
woman, Mrs. N orton, who lived within three miles of 
that city, and was with child, very near the time of her 

delivery. He obtained a pafs (for during thofe times of 
confufion this precaution was req uifite) for his fifier J ane 
Lane and a fervant, to travel towards Brifiol, under pre­

tence of vifiting and attending her relation. The king 

rode before the lady, and perfonated the fervant. 
, WHEN they arrived at Norton's, Mrs. Lane pretende~ 

that the had brought along as her fervant, a poor lad, a 

neighbouring farmer's fan, who was ill of an ague; and 
fhe begged a private room for him, where he might be 
quiet. Though Charles kept himfelf retired in this 
chamber, the butler, one Pope, foon knew him: The 
king was alarmed, but made the butler promife that he 

would keep the fecret from every mortal, even from his 

mafier; and he was faithful to his engagement. 

No !hip, it was found, would, for a month, fet fail 

from Bri!!al, either for France or Spain; and the king 

was obliged to go elfewhere far a pa:ffage. He entrufied 
himfelf to colonel Windham of Darfetlhire, an affec­

tionate partizan of the royal family. The natural e.ffeCl: 

of the long civil wars and of the furious rage, to which 

all men were wrought up in their different factions, was, 

that every one's inclinations and a.ffetl:ions were tho­
roughly known, and even the courage and fidelity of moft 
men, by the variety of incidents, had been put to trial. 
The royalifi:s too had, many of them, been obliged to 
tnake concealments in their houfes for themfelves, 

• their friends, or more valuable effeCts; and the arts of 

clijcFng 
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eluding the enemy had been frequently praCl:ifed. All c H A P. 
LX 

thefe circumfiances proved favourable to the king in the~ 

prefent exigency. A s he often paffed through the hands- 1651 • 

of Catholics, the Priijl's hole, as they called it, the place, 

where they were obliged to conceal their perfecuted prieRs, 
was fometimes employed for fheltering their difireffed 

fovereign. 

WINDHAM, before he received the king, afked leave 
to entrufr the important fecret to his mother, his wife, 
and four fervants, on whofe fidelity he could rely. 
Of all thefe, no one proved wanting either in honour 
or difcretion. The venerable old matron, on the re­

ception of her royal guefi, expreffed the utmofi: joy, that 
having loft, without regret, three fons and one grand­
child in defence of his father, :lhe was now referved 

' in her declinjng years, to be inftrumental in the pre-
fervation of himfelf. Windham told the king, that Sir 
Thomas, his father, in the year 1636, a few days before 
his death, called to him his five fons. " My children," 
faid he, " we have hitherto feen ferene and quiet times 
" under our three ]aft fovereigns: But I mufi: now 

" warn you to prepare for clouds and ftorms. Factions 

" arife on every fide, and threaten the tranquillity of 
" your native country. But whatever happen, do you 
" faithfully honour and obey your prince, and ad here 
" to the crown. I charge you never to forfake the 

" crown, though it fhould hang upon a bulb." " Thcfe 

" lafi: words," added Windham, " made fuch impref­
" :lions on all our breafrs, that the many affiiCl:i ons of . 

" thefe fad times could never efface their indelible cha­

" raB:ers." From innumerable infiances it appears how 
deep rooted in the minds of the Englilh gentry of that 
age was the principle of loyalty to their fovereign; that 

noble and generous principle, inferior only in excellence 

to the more enlarged and more enlightened affeCtion to-

O 4 wudi 
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c H A P. wards a leo·al confiitution. But during thofe times o( 
LX . b . · ' 

'--v---1 military ufurpatton , thefe paffio~s were the fame. 
1 65 ~· THE kinO' continued feveral days in Wind ham's houfe; 

flnd ail his hiends m Britain and in every part of Europe~ 
remained in the mofl: anxious fufpence yvith regard to hi~ 
fortunes : No one co~dd conjetl:ure whether he were dead 
or alive; aq.d the report of his death, being generally be­

lieved, happily relaxed the vigilant fearch of his enemies. 
Trials were made .to procure a vdfel for his efcape; but 

he fiill met with ditappointments. Havi~g left Wind­
~am 's houfe, ~e was obliged again to return to it. He 
pafied through many other adventures; affumed different 

difgui[es; in every fiep was expofed t!=> imminent perils; 
and received daily proofs of uncorrupted fidelity and at~ 
t achment. The fagacity of a fmith, who remarked, 
~hat his horfcs llioes had been made in th~ ~orth, not in 
~he weft, as he pretended, once deteCl:ed him; and he 
~arrowly efca1;ed. At Shoreham in Sufiex a veffel was 
at lafl: found, in which he embarked. He had been 
known to fo many, that if he had not fet fail in that 

crittcal moment, it had been impoffible for him to efcape. 
After one and forty days concealment, he arrived fafely 

at Fefcawp iq Norm~ndy. No lefs than forty men and 
~omen had at different time~ been privy to his conceal­
p1ent ana efcape b. 

THE battle of Worcefrer afForded Cromwel what he 
called h;s crowning mercyc. So elated was he that he 
l ' . . ' 
Intended to have kmghted m t~e field two of his generals, 
~ambert and Fleetwood; but was diffuaded by his friends 

from exerting this act of regal authority. His power and 
ambition were too great to brook fubmiffion to the empty 

:pame of a republic, which frood chiefly by his influence, 

~~d was fupported by h~s victories, ~ow ear~y he enter-

b Heathe's Chronicle, p. 301, 
' J • l ~ ' ... .. 

f! Parl, Hill:, vol. xx, p. 47• 
. tained 
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tained thouo-hts of taking into his hand the reins ofC H A P. 
. o. . W 1 rr. d h h LX. government IS uncertam. e are on y auure , t at e ~ 

now difcovered to his intimate friends thefe afpiring 1651. 

views ; and even expreffed a defire of affuming the rank 
{)f king, which he had contributed, with fuch feeming 
zeal, to abolilh d. 

THE little popularity and credit, acquired by the repub .. The com­

licans, farther fiimulated the ambition of this enterprizing monwealth. 

politican. Thefe men had not that large thought, nor 
thofe comprehenfive views, which might qualify them for 
acting the part of legiflators: Selfilh aims and bigotry 
chiefly engroffed their attention. They carried their rigid 
aufi:erity fo far as to en aB: a law, declaring fornication, 
after thefirfi: aB:, to b~ felony, without benefit of clergye. 
They made fmall progrefs in that important work, which 
they profeffed to have fo much at heart, the fettling of a 
new model of reprefentation, and fixing a plan of govern-
ment. The nation began to apprehend, that they in-
tended to efh.blilh themfelves as a perpetual 1egiflature, 
and to confine the whole power to 6o or 70 perfons, who 
called themfelves the parliament of the commonwealth of 
~ngland. And while they pretended to befi:ow new 
liberties upon the nation, they found themfelves obliged 
to infringe even the moft valuable of thofe, which, 
through time immemorial, had been tranfmitted from 
their anceftors. Not daring to entrufi: the trials of treafoa 
to juries, who, being chofen indifferently from among 
the people, would have been little favourable to the 
commonwealth, and would have formed their verditl: 
upon the ancient laws, they eluded that noble infi:itution, 
by which the government of this iflatld has ever been fo 
~uch difi:ingui!hed. They had evidently feen in the trial 

~ Whit'ocke, P• 51.3. e Scobel, p. ur. A bill was introduce 
into the houfe againfi painting, patches, and other immodeft crefs of women; 
t~t it did not pafG. Pari. Hift. vol. xix. p. z~J· 

of 
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c H A P.of Lilburn what they could expeCl: from furies. Thrs 
~ man, the mo:ll: turbulent, but the moft uprght and cou-

1651• ' rageous of human kind, was tried for a tanfgreffion of 
the new fl:atute of treafons: But though re was plainly 
guilty, he was acquitted, to the great joy a the people. 
We:ll:minfier-hall, nay the whole city, ran~ with iliouts 
and acclamations. Never did any efiablified power re­
ceive fo firong a declaration of its ufurp:tion and in­
validity; and from no infi:itution, befides he admirable 
one of juries, could be expeCl:ed this mag-Ianimous ef­

fort. 

THAT they might not for the future \e expofed to 
affronts, which fo much leffened their a~thority, the 

parliament eretl:ed a high court of jufiice, which was to 

receive indictments from the council of fiatt. This court 
was compofed of men, devoted to the rulin! party, with· 
out name or character, determined to ftcrifice every 
thing to their own fafety or ambition. Cobnel Eufebius 
Andrews, and colonel Waiter Sling!by vere tried by 
this court for confpiracies, and condem1ed to death. 

They were royalifrs, and refufed to plead baore fo illegal 
a jurifdiCl:ion. Love, Gibbons, and otherprefuyterians, 

having entered into a plot againH: the npublic, were 
alfo tried, condemned, and executed. The earl of 

Derby, Sir Timothy Featherfrone, Bembm, being taken 
prifoners after the battle of Worcefi:er, wer: put to death 

by fentence of a court martial : A methal of proceed­
ing declared illegal by that very petition of right, for 
which a former parliament had fo firepuouly contended, 

and which, after great efforts, they had ~xtorted from 
the king. 

ExcEPTING their principles of toleratior, the maxims, 
by which the republicans regulated ecclefafi:ical affairs, 
no more prognofticated any durable fettlemu1t, than thofe 
by which they conducted their civil co1cerns. The 

3 prefby~ 
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preCbyterian model of congregation, daffes, and affem- C ~: 
blies, was n•t allowed to be finilhed : It feemed even the~ 
intention of many leaders in the parliament to admit of JG51· 

no efl:ablilhul c;hurch, and to leave every one, without 
any guidance of the magifl:rate, to embrace whatever feel:, 
and to fupp~rt whatever clergy, were moft agreeable to 
him. 

THE pariament went fo far as to make fome ap­
.proaches in one province, to their independant model. 
Almoft all tle clergy of W ales being ejected as malig­
nants, itinennt preachers with fmall falaries were fettled, 
not above frur or five in each county; and thefe, being 
furnilhed witl horfes at the public expence, hurried from 
place to plac, and carried, as they expreffed themfelves, 
the glad tidi1gs of the gofpel f. They were all of them 
men of the l•weft birth and education, who had deferted 
mechanical tades, in order to follow this new profeffion• 
And in this Jarticular, as well as in their wandering life, 
they pretended to be more truly apofl:olica1. 

THE repu.>licans, both by the turn of their difpofition, 
and by the 1ature of the inftruments, which they em­
ployed, wercbettcr qualified for acts of force and vigour 
than for tht flow and deliberate work of legiflation. 
N otwithfrandng the late wars and b]oodlhed, and the 
prefent facl:ims, the power of England had never, in 
any period, :ppeared fo formidable to the neighbourin~ 
kingdoms as [t did at this time, in the hands of the com­
monwealth. A numerous army ferved equally: to retain 
every one in implicit fubjetl:ion to efiablilhed authority, 
and to ftrike :t. terror into foreign nations. The power of 
peace and wa- was lodged in the fame hands with that of 
impofing tax:s; and no difference of views, among the 
feveral memlers of the legiflature, could any longer be 
~pprehendcd. The prefent impofitions, though much 

f )r, J ohn Walker's attempt, p. 147) & {eq. 

fu,perior 
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c H A P. fuperior to what had ever formerly been experienced, were 

~in reality moderate, and what a nation, fo opulent, could 

1651· eafily bear. The military genius of the people had, by 
the civil contefrs, been rouzed from its former lethargy; 

and excellent officers were formed in every branch of fer­

vice. The confufion, into which all things had been 
thrown, had given opportunity to men of low ftations to 

break through their obfcurity, and to raife themfelves by 
their courage to commands, which they were well quali­

fied to exercife, but to which their birth could never have 

entitled them. And while fo great a power was lodged in 

fuch aCtive hands, no wonder the republic was fuccefsful 

in all its enterprizes. 

BLAKE, a man of great courage and a generous dif. 

pofition, the fame perfon who had defended Lyme and 

Taunton with fuch unfhaken obfrinacy again!l the late king, 

was made an admiral; and though he had hitherto been 

accufiomed only to land fervice, into which too he had 

not entered till pafi fifty years of age, he foon raifed the 

naval glory of the nation to a greater height than it had 

ever attained in any former period. A fleet was put under 

his command, and he received orders to purfue prince 

, Rupert, to whom the king had entrufied that fquadron, 

. which had deferted to him. Rupert took fhelter in Kin­

fale; and efcaping thence, fled towards the coafi of Por· 

tugal. Blake purfued, and chafed him into the Tagus, 

where he intend~d to make an attack upon him. But the 

king ofPortugal, moved by the favour, which, through· 

out all Europe, attended the royal caufe, refufed Blake 

;1dmitta nee, and aided prince Rupert in making his efcape. 

To be revenged of this partiality, the Englifh admiral 

made prize of twenty Portuguefe fhips richly laden; and 

he threatened fiill farther vengeance. The king of Por. 

tugal, dreading fo dangerous .a foe to his newly acquired 

pop-1inion, and fenfible of the unequal contefi, in which 

he 
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he was engaged, made all poffible fubmiffions to the C RA Pi 

haughty republic, and was at laft admitted to negociate ~ 
the renewal of his alliance with England. Prince Rupert, 165t•J 

having loft a great part of his fq uadron on the coafl: of 

Spain, made fail towards the Weft-Indies. His brother, 

prince Maurice, was there £hip-wrecked in a hurricane. 

Every where, this fquadron fubfifl:ed by privateering, 

fometimes on Engli1h, fometimes on Spanifu veffels. 

And Rupert at laft returned to France, where he dif-

pofed of the remnants of his fleet, together with his 
prizes. 

ALL the fettlements in America, except New Eng­
land, which had been planted entirely by the puritans, 

adhered to the royal party, even after the fettlement of 

the republic; and Sir George Ayfcue was fent with a 

fquadron to reduce them. Bermudas, Antigua, Virgi­

nia were foon fubdued. Barbadoes, commanded by lord 

Willoughby of Parham, made fome refifl:ance; but was at 

laft obliged to fubmit. 

WITH equal eafe were Jerfey, Guernfey, Scilly, and 
the ifle of Man brought under fubjeetion to the repub­
lic ; and the fea, which had been much infefted by pri­
vateers from thefe ifiands, was rendered fafe to the Englilh 
commerce. The countefs of Derby defended the ifie of 
Man ; and w.ith great reluCl:ance yielded to the neceffity 

of furrendering to the enemy. This lady, a daughter of 
the illufl:rious houfe of T rimoille in France, had, during 
the civil war, difplayed a manly courage by her obfl:i­

nate defence of Latham-Houfe againft the parliamentary 

forces ; and the retained the glory of being the laft per­
fan in the three kingdoms and in all their dependant 
dominions, who fubmitted to the viCtorious common­

wealth g. 

g See note [H] at the end of th ~: volume. 

IRELAND 
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c H A P. IRBLAND and Scotland were now entirely fubjeCl:ed and 
~reduced to tranquillity. Ireton, the new deputy of Ire-

t6SI· land, at the head of a numerous army 3o,ooo fhong, pro• 
fecuted the work of fubduing the revolted Irifh; and 
he defeated them in many rencounters, which, though 
of themfelves of no great moment, proved fatal to their 
declining caufe. He punifhed without mercy all the 

pcifoners who had any band in the maffacres. Sir Phelim 

Oneale, among the refr, was, fame time after, brought 

to the gibbet, and fuffered an ignominious death, which 
he had fo well merited by his inhuman cruelties. Lime­
ric, a confiderable town, frill remained in the hands of 

the lrith ; and Ireton, after a vigorous fiege, made him· 
felf mafter of it. He was here infeCted with the plague, 
and fuortly after died; a memorable perfonage, much 

celebrated for his vigilanc.e, ind ufiry, capacity, even for 

the fhitl execution of jufiice in that unlimited command, 
which he poffeffed in Ireland. He was obferved to be 
inflexible in all his purpofes; and it was believed by 
many, that he was animated with a fin cere and paffionate 

love of liberty, and never could have been induced by 
any motive, to fubmit to the fmalleft appearance of regal 
government. Cromwel agpeared to be much aff~ed by 
his death; and the republicans, who repofed great con· 
fidence in him, were inconfoleable. To lhew their regard 
for his merit and fervice~, they befiowed an eftate of two 
thoufand pounds a year on his family, and honoured him 
with a magnificent funeral at the public charge. Though 
the efiabli!hed government was but the mere fhadow of a 

commonwealth, yet was it beginning by proper arts to 
encourage that public fpirit, which no other fpecies of 

civil polity is ever able fully to infpire. 

THE command of th~ army in Ireland devolved on 
lieutenant-general Ludlow. The civil government of the 

iflaud was entrufted to commiOioners. Ludlow continued 
t• 
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to pulh the advantages againft the Irilh, and every where c H A P. 

obtained an eafy viCl:ory. That unhappy people, dif-~ 
gufied with the king on account of thofe violent decla- ~6s•• 

rations againfi: them and their religion, which had been 
extorted by the Scots, applied to the king <>f Spain, to 
the duke of Lorraine; and found affifrance no where. 
Clanricarde, unable to affifl: the prevailing power, made 
fubmiffions to the parliament, and retired into England, 
where he foon after died. He was a fieady catholic; but 
a man much refpeCl:ed by all parties. 

THE fucceffes, which attended Monk in Scotland, 
were no lefs decifive. That able general ]aid fiege to 
Stirling cafrle ; and though it was well provided for de­
fence, it was foon furrendered to him. He there became 
mafrer of all the records of the kingdom ; and he fent 
them to England. The earl of Leven, the earl of Craw­
ford, lord Ogilvy, and other noblemen, having met near 
Perth, in order to concert meafures for railing a new 
army, were fuddenly fet upon by colonel Alured, and 
mofr of them taken prifoners. Sir Philip Mufgrave~ 
with fome Scots, being engaged at Dumfries in a like. 
enterprize, met with a like fate. Dundee was a town 
well fortified, fupplied with a good garrifon under Lumif­
den, and full of all the rich furniture, the plate, and money 
of the kingdom, which had been fent thither as to a 
place of fafety. Monk appeared before it; and having 
wade a breach, gave a general affault. He carried the 
town; and following the example and inftrutl:ions of 
Cromwel, put all the inhabitants to the fword, in order 
to !hike a general terror into the kingdom. Warned by 
this example, Aberdeen, St. Andrew's, Invernefs, and_ 
other towns and forts yielded> of their own accord, tQ 
the enemy. Argyle made his fubmiffions to the Engli1h 
commonwealth; and excepting a few royalifrs, who re­
Jilained fome time in the mountains, under the earl of 

Glencairn, 
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c H A P. Glencairn, lord Balcarras, and general Middleton, that 
~kingdom, which had hitherto, through all ages, by means 

J651. of its fituation, poverty, and valour, maintained its in­
dependance, was reduced to total fubjection. 

THE E ngliih parliament fent Sir Harry Vane, St. 
John, and other commiffioners to fettle Scotland. Thefe 
men, who poffeffed little of the true fpirit of liberty, 
knew how to maintain the appearance of it; and they 
required the voluntary confent of all the counties and 
towns of this conquered kingdom, before they would 
unite them into the fame commonwealth with England. 
The clergy protefied; becaufe, they faid, this incorpo­
rating union would draw along with it a fubordination of 
the church to the fiate in the things of Chrifi h, Eng· 
liih judges, joined to fome Scottifh, were appointed to 
determine all caufes ; j ufiice was firictly adminiftered; 
order and peace maintained; and the Scots, freed from 
the tyranny of the ecclefiafiics, were not much diffatisfied 
with the prefent government i, The prudent conduct of 
Monk, a man who poffeffed a capacity for the arts both 
of peace and war, ferved much to reconcile the minds of 
men, and to allay their prejudices. 

165:. BY the:- total reduction and pacification of the Britilh 
Dutth war. d . · 1 1· 1 d 1 · r 1 ommwns, t 1e par 1ament 1a euure to ook abroad, 

and to exert their vigour in foreign enterprizes. The 
Dutch were the firfl: that felt the weight of their arms. 

DuRING the life of Frederic Henry, prince of Orange, 
the Dutch republic had maintained a neutrality in the civil 
wars of England, and had never interpofed, except by her 
good offices,between the contending parties. When vVilliam, 
who bad married anEnglifh princefs,fucceeded to his father's 
commands and authority le, the fiates, both before and after' 

~ Whitlocke, p. 496. Heathe's chronicle, p. 307, 
1 See Nute [IJ at the end of the volume, k J.6f7. 

the 



~ton, ~ 

b~ 
~ea iu 

~ant. 
I~ • 1 
of \i~ 

; an~ 

unti~ 

her • 

hEn; 
ISinC: 

dinat.· 

\ t 
poinr:: 
mini~· 

freea~ 

diifat 
con a I 

e arts 

~e min 

toe & 

THE COMMONWEALTH. 

the execution of the late king, were accufed of taking fteps c H A P. 
LX. more favourable to the royal caufe, and of betraying a '---v---J 

great prejudice againfr that of the parliament. It was 165~. 
long before the envoy of the Englilh commonwealth 
could obtain an audience of the ftates general. The 
murderers of Doriflaus were not purfued with fuch vigour 
as the parliament expeCl:ed. And much regard had been 
payed to the king, and many good offices performed to 
him, both by the public, and by men of all ranks, in the 
united provinces. 

AFTER the death of Williarn, prince of Orange J, 

which was attended with the depreffion of his party and 
the triumph of the Dutch republicans, the parliament 
thought, that the time was now favourable for cementing 
a clofer confederacy with the fiates. St. John, chief 
j ufrice, who was fent over to the Hague, had entertained 
the idea of forming a kind of coalition between the two 
republics, which would have rendered their interefts to­
tally infeparable; but fearing that fo extraordinary a pro­
ject would not be relilhed, he corttented himfelf with 
dropping fame hints of it, and openly went no farther than 
to propofe a firiCl: defenfive alliance between England and 
the united provinces, fuch as has now, for near feventy 
years, taken place between thefe friendly powers m. But 
the fiates, who were unwilling to form a nearer confede­
racy with a government, whofe meafures were fo obnoxi­
ous, and whofe fituation feemed fo precarious, offered 
only to renew the former alliances with England • . And 
the haughty St. John, difgu!lcd with this difappointment, 
as well as incenfed at many affronts, which had been 
offered him with impunity, by the retainers of the Pala­
tine and Orange families, and indeed by the populac~ in 
general, returned into England; and endeavoured to fo­
mc;-nt a quarrel between the republics. 

1 In OClober 17, 1650• 

Vot.. VH. 
m Thtdo~, vol. i, p. lb. 

p THE 
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c ~X~ P. THE movements of grea_t ft~t~s are often direCled by_ ~s 
~ flender fprings as thofe of md1v1duals. Though war Wlt~ 

s6s~. fo confiderable a naval power. as the Dutch, who were in 

peace with all their other neighbours, might feem dan• 

gerous to the yet unfettled commonwealth, there were 
feveral motives, which at this time induced the Englith 

parliament to embrace hofi:ile meafures. Many of the 
members thought that a foreign war would ferve as a 

pretence for continuing the fame parliament, and delay­
ing the new model of a reprefentative, with which the 
nation had fo long been fhttered. Others hoped, that 
the war would furnilh a reafon for maintaining, fome 

time longer, that numerous Handing army, which was fo 

much complained of n . On the other hand, fome, who 
dreaded the encreafing power of Cromwel, expetlcd, that 
the great ex pence of naval armaments, would prt>ve a 

motive for diminiiliing the military efi:?.blifhmeut. To 

... divert the attent!on of the public from dometlic quarrels 
towards foreign tranfaClions, feemed, in the prefent dif­

pofition of men's minds, to be good policy. The fuperior 
power of the E_nglilh commonwealth, together with its 
~dvantages of fituation, promifed fuccefs; and the par­

liamentary leaders hoped to gain many rich prizes·from 

the Dutch, to diftrefs and fink their Bourifhing corn• 

merce, and by viaories to throw a lufire on their own 
efrabli£hment, which was fo new and unpopular. All 

thefe views, enforced by the violent fpirit of St. John, 
who had great influence over Cromwel, determined tte 

parliament to change the purpofed alliance into a furious 

war againfr the united provinces. / 

To cover thefe hoftile intention~, the parliament, 

under pretence of providing for the intcrefts of commerce, 

. n We are told in the life of Sir Harry Vane, that that famous republicart 
ep~ofed the Dutch war, and that it was the military gentlemen chiefly wbP 
{upfDrted that mc:afure, 

embraced 
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embraced fuch meafures as; they k.new, would give dif- C ~:_ P. 

gull to the fi:ates. They framed the famous act of navi· ~ 

gation; which prohibited all nations from importing into 165"• 

England in thtir bottoms any commodity, whicll was 

not the growth and manufaCture of their own country. 

By this law, though the terms, in which it was co~l-

ceived, were general, the Dutch were principally ttffected; 

becaufe their country produces few commodities, and 

they .fubfifi: chiefly by being the general carriers and fac-

tors of Europe. Letters of reprifal were granted to-

feveral merchants, who complained of injuries, which, 

they pretended, they had received from the fiates; and 

above eighty Dutch !hips fell into their hands, and were 

made prizes. The cruelties committed on the Engli!h at 

Amboyna, which were certainly enormous, but which 

feemed to be bu:-ied in oblivion by a thirty years~ filence, 
were again made the ground of complaint. And the 

~llowing the murderers of Doriflaus to e(cape, and the 
conniving at the infults to which St. John had been ex-
pofed, were reprefented as fymptoms of an unfriendly, if 

not a hofi:ile. difpofition, in the ftates. 

THE ftates, alarmed at all thefe fteps, fent orders to 
their ambaffadors to endeavour the renewal of the treaty 

of alliance, which had been broken off by the abrupt 

departure of St. John. Not to be unprepared, they 

equipped a fleet of a hundred and fifty fail, and took 

care, by their minifters at London, to inform the cou~­
cil of frate of that armament. This intelligence inftead 

of {hiking terror into the Engli!h republic, was con­

fidered as a menace, and farther confirmed the parliament 
in their hofl:ile refolutions. The minds of men in both, 

fiates, were, every day:> more irritated againfi each other; 
and it was not long before thefe humours broke forth 

into action. 

p 2 
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~ H A P. TRoMP, an admiral of great renown, received from 

~ ~he ftates the command of a fleet of forty-two fail, in 

J(isz.. order to protetl: the Dutch navigation againfi the priva­

teers of the Englilh. He was forced by firefs of weather, 

as he alledged, to take lhelter in the road of Dover, · 

where he met with Blake, who commanded an Engliih 

fleet much inferior in number. Who was the aggreffor 
in the aCl:ion, which enfued between thefe two admirals, 

both of them men of fuch prompt and fiery difpolitions, 

it is not eafy to determine; fince each of them fent to his 
own fiate a relation totally oppofite in all its circumfrances 

. to that of the other, and yet fupported by the tefl:imony 

of every captain in his Beet. Blake pretended, that, 
having given a figna] to the Dutch admiral to !hike, 

Tromp, inficad of complying, fired a broad-fide at him, 
Tromp alferted, that he was preparing to fhike, and that 

the Englilh admiral, neverthelefs, began hofiilities. It 
is certain that the admiralty of Holland, who are diftinct 

from the council of fiate, had given Tromp no orders to 
ftrike, but had left him to his own difcretion, with re~ard 

to that vain but much contefied ceremonial. They 
feemed willing to introduce the claim of an equality with 

the new commonwealth, and to interpret the former re· 
fpeCl: payed the Engli!h flag, as a deference due only to 
the monarchy. This circumfiance forms a :llrong pre­

fumption againfr the narrative of the Dutch admiral 
The whole Orange party, it mufi be remarked, to which 

_ Tromp was fufpeB:cd to adhere,, were defirous of a war 
with England. 

BLA KE, though his fquadron confified only of fifteen 
vefrels, re-inforced, after the battle began, by eight under 

captain Bournc, maint<1ined the fight with bravery for 
five hours, and funk one !hip of the enemy, and . took 
another. Night parted the combatants, and the Dutch 
fleet retired towards the coaft of Holland. The populace 

of 
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of London were enraged, and 'would have infulted the C H A P. 
LX. 

Dutch ambaffadors, who lived at Chel[ea, had not the~ 
council of fiate fent guards to proteCl: them. 16sz. 

WHEN the fiates heard of this acrion, of which the 
conf. .... quences were eafily forefeen, they were in the utmofr 
confrernation. They immediately difpatched Paw, Pen­
fionary of Holland, as their ambaffador extraordinary to 
London, and ordered him to lay before the parliament the 
narrative, which Trornp had fent of the late rencounter. 
They entreated them, 'by all the bands of their common 
religi~n, and common liberties, not to precipitate them ... 
felves into hoftile rneafures, but to appoint commiffioners 
who fhould examine every circumfiance of the acrion, 
and clear up the truth, which lay in obfcurity. And they 
pretended, that they had given no orders to their admiral 
to offer any violence to the Engliih, but would feverely 
puniih him, if they found, upon enquiry, that he had. 
been guilty of an action, which they fo much difapproved. 
The imperious parliament would hearken to none o( 

thefc reafons or remonihances. Elated by the numerous 
fuccdfes, which they had obtained over their do~eftic 
enemies, they thought that every thing muft yield tQ 
their fortunate arms; and they gladly feized the oppor .. 
tunity, which they fought, of making war upon the 
fiate~. They demanded, that, without any farther delay 
or enq~iry, reparation lhould be made for all the damages, 
which the Engliih had fuftained. And when this demand 
was not complied with, ~hey difpatched orders for ·corn .. 
mencing war againfi: the united provinces. 

BLAKE failed northwards with a numerous fleet, and 
fell upon the herring buffes, which were efcorted by 
twelve men of war. All thefe he either took or difperfed. 
Tramp followed him with a Beet of above a hundred fail, 
When thefe two admirals were within fight of each other, 
flnd prcparin~ fot battle, a furi.ous Uorm attacked them, 

~ 3 Bl~~o 
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c H A P. Blake took {hclter in the Englifh harbours. The Dutch 
~fleet was difpcrfed and received great damage. 

s6st· SIR GEoRGE AyscuE, though he commanded only 
I6.h Aug. r fh" d" h E 1"/L t d .arty tps, accor tng to t e ng tm accoun s, engage 

near Plymouth the famous de Ruiter, who had under him 
ti.fty fhips of war, with thirty merchant-men. The 
Dutch £hips were indeed of inferior force to the Englilh. 

De Ruiter, the only admiral i.n Europe, who has attained 
a renown equal to that of the greatefi general, defended 

l}imfelf fo well, that Ayfcue gained no advantage over 
him. Night parted them in the greateft heat of the 
aJ:ion. De Ruiter next day failed off with his convoy. 

The Engli{h fleet had been fo {hattercd in the fight, that 
it was not able to purfue, · 

~Sth oa. NEAR the coaCl of Kent, Blake, feconded by Bourne 
aml Pen, met a Dutch fquaJron, nearly equal in num· 
bers, commauded by de \Vitte and de Ruiter. A battle 
was fought much to the difadvantage of the Dutch, 
Their rear-admiral was bo<lrded and taken. Two other 
vefi'els were funk, and one blown up. The Dutch next 
day made fail towards Holland. 

gth Nov. 

The Engliih were not fo fuccefsful in the Mediter. 
ranean. Van Gtllen with much fuperior force attacked 

captain Badily and defeated him. He bought, however, 

his vi&ory with the lofs of his life. 

SEA-FiGHTs are feldom fo decifi.ve as to difable the 
vanquiilicd from making head in a little time againfi: the 
victors. Tromp, feconded by de Rui~er, met near tho 
Goodwins, with Blake, whofe fleet was inferior to the 
Dutch, but who refolved not to decline the combat. A 

furious battle commenced, .. where the admirals on both 
fides, as well as the inferior officers and fiamen, exerted 
great bravery. In this aCtion the Dutch had the ad., 

vantage. Blak:e himfelf was wpunded. The Gadand 
and Bonaventure \\.·ere take . T\.-YO {hips were burned, 

~·-
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and one funk; and night came opportunely to fave theC Ff ~ P. 

Englifh fleet. After this vitlory, Tromp in a bravado~ 
fixed a broom to his main-mafr; as if he were refolved tQ 1652

• 

fweep the fea entirely of all Englilh veffels. 

GREAT preparations were made in England, in order 1653• 

to wipe off this difgrace. A gallant fleet of eighty fail 

was fitted out. Blake commanded, and Dean under 

him, together with Monk, who had been fcnt for from 

Scotland. \Vhen the Englifh lay off Portland, they de- 1&th Feb. 

fcried near bre<lk of day a Dutch lleet of feventy-fix 

\'dfcls, failin.g up the channel, along with a convoy of 

300 merchantmen, who had received orders to wait at 
the ific of Rhe, till the fleet fhould arrive to e~orte them. 

Tromp, and, under him, de Ruiter, commanded the 

Dutch. This battle was the moll furious that had yet 
been fou6ht between thefe warlike and rival 11ations. 

Three days was the combat continued with the utmoft 

rage and obfi:inacy; and Blake, who was vitlor, gained 
not more honour than Tromp, who was vanquifued. 

The Dutch admiral made a 1kilful retreat, and faved aH 
the merchant fuips, except thirty. He loft however 

eleven iliips of war, had 2000 men flain, and near 1500 

taken prifoners. The Eng1ifu, though many of their 

fhips were extremely fuattered, had but one funk. Their 

flain were not much inferior in number to thofe of the 

enemy. 

ALL thefe [l.:ccdfcs of the Engliih were chiefly owing 

to the fuperior fize of their veffels; an advantage which 

all the 1kill and bravery of the Dutch admirals could not 

compenfate. By means of 1hip-money, an impofition, 

which had been fo much complained of, and in fomc 

rcfpeCl:s with reafon, the late king had put the navy into 

a fituation, which it had never attained in any former 

reign; and he ventured to build thips of a fize, which 
P 4 wa~ 
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c fJ A r. was then unufual. But the misfortunes, whit:h the 

~Dutch met with in battle, were fmall in comparifon of 
· 1653. thofe, which their trade fufrained from the Engli1h. 

Their whole commerce by the channel was cut off: Even 
that to the Baltic was much infefted by Engliili priva­
teers. Their fiilieries were totally fufpended. A great 
number of their .!hips, above 16oo, had fallen into the 
hands of the enemy. And all this difrrefs they fuffered, 

not for any national interefrs or neceffity; but from vain 
points of honour and perfonal refen.tments, of whi~h it 
was difficult to give a fatisfaC:l:ory account to the public. 

They rcfol ved therefore to gratify the pride of the parlia .. 

ment, and to make fome advances towards peace. They 
met not, however, with a favourable reception; and it 
was not without pleafure, that they lean~ed the diffolution 
of that haughty affembly by the violence of Cromwel; 
;1n event from which they expected a mo~~ pr?fperous 
turn to their affairs. 

THE zealous republicans in the parliament had not 
~een the chie(or firfl: promoters of the ~ar; but when it 
was once entered upon, they endeavoured to draw from 

it every poffible advantage. On all occafions they fet 

up the fleet in oppofition· to the army, and celebrated the 
glory and fucc fles of their naval armaments. They in­
fifted on the intolerable expence, to which the nation 

was fubjetl:ed, and urged the nece.ffity of diminifhing it 
Oilfolution by ~ reduCl:ion of the land forces. They 'had · ordered 
()f the par-
ljament. fom~ regiments to ferve on board the fleet in ·,the quality 

of marines. And Cromwel, by the whole train of their 
proceedings, evidently faw, that they had entertain~d a 
jealoufy of his power and ambition, and were ·rcfolved to 
bring l;li1~ t? '·a fubordination under their authority. 
"\Vithout fcruple or delay he refolved to prevent them. 

ON fuch firm foundations was built the credit of thi~ 
extraordinary man, tha~ though a great mafier of fraud. 

· · . and 

9 
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3nd diffimulation, he judged it fuperfl.uous to emp1oy C ~:. P. 

any difguife in conducting this bold enterprize. He~.--..._,..---~ 
fummoned a general council of officers; and immediately t

65J• 

found, that they were difpofed to receive whatever im-

preffions he was pleafed to give them. Moft of them 
were his creatures, had owed their advancement to hii 
favour, and relied entirely upon him for their future pre-

ferment. The breach being already made between the 
military and civil powers, when the late king was feized 

2t Holdenby; the general officers re.garded the parlia-
ment as at once their creature and their rival ; and 
thought, that they themfclves were entitled to :lbare 
among them thofe offices and riches, of which its mem-

bers had fo long kept poficffion. Harrifon, Rich, Over-
ton, and a few others, who retained fomc principle, were 
guided by notions fo extravagant, that they were eafily 

deluded into meafures the moft violent and mofi criminal. 
And the whole army had already been guilty of fuch ill e ... 

gal and atrocious aCtions, that they could entertain nG 

farther fcruple with regard to any cnterprizc, which might 

fcrve their felfilh or fanatical purpofes. 

In the council of officers it was prefently voted to 
frame a remonfhance to the parliament. After complain­
ing of the arrears, due to the army, they there de fired the 

parliament to refletl: how many years they had fitten, and 
what profeffions they had formerly made of their inten­
tions to new model the reprefentative, and efiablifh fuc­
ceffive parliaments, who might bear the burthcn of na­

tional affairs, from which they themfe)ves would glad1y, 
after fo much danger and fatigue, be at lafl relieved. 
They confeffed that the parliament had atchieved great 
enterpri~es, and had furmountcd mighty difficulties; 

yet was it an injury, they faid, to the refi: of the na7 
tion to be excluded from bearing any part in the fervice 
()f their country. It was now full time for them to give 
' ·· · place 
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c H A P. place to others; and bey therefore deftred them, after 

~ fettling a council, whc might execute the laws during 

lOS.J• the interval, to fummm a new parfiament,. and etfablifh 

that free and equal go~rnment, which they !lad fu long 

promifed to the people. 

THE parliament too] this remonffrance in m part, and 

made a £harp reply to tle council of officers. The offi­

cers inGfred en their adtice; and by mutual altercation 

and orpolition the brlach b~.:came ftill wider between . 

b Ap~il. the army and the conmonwealth. Cromwel, finding 

matters ripe for his puJ?ofe, called a council of officers, 

in. order to come to a 4etermination with regard to the 

public fettlement. A he hacf here many friends, f() 
had h~ ~lfo fome oppcnents. Harrifon having alrured 

the council, that the geteral fought only to pave the way 

for the government of :e[us and his faints, major Streatet 

bri:Ckly replied, that Jd"us ought then to C()me qutcldy: 
For if he delayed it til after Chrifimas, he would come 
too late; he would fin, his place occupied. While the 
officers were in debate, :olonel Ingoldfby informed Crom­

wel,. that the parliamert was fitting, and had come to a 

.Jefolution not to diffol ·e themfelves, but to filf up the 

houfe by new eletliom; and was at that very time en­

gaged in deliberations with regard to this expedient. 

Cromwel in a rage inmediately ha!l:ened to the houfe,. 

and carried a body of 3)0 foldiers along with him. Some 
of them he placed at tie door, fome in the lobby, fome 

{)11 the fiairs. He fir!l: addreffed himfelf to his friend St. 

John, and told him, tlat he had come. with a purpofe of 

doing what grieved hm to the very foul, and what he 

"had earncfily with teanbefought the Lord not to impofe 

upon him: But there was a necdJity, in order to the 

glory of God and gooc of the nation. He fat down for 

fome time, and heard the debate. He beckoned Harri· 

ion, and told him, th:t he now judged the parliament 
ripe 
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rj.pe for a diffolution. ~' Sir," faid Harrifon, '' the C H A P. 

u work is very great ~mu danterous: I defire you feri-~ 
'" oufly to confider, before ym engage in it." " You 1653. 

" fay well," replied the genenl; and thereupon fat frill 
about a quarter of an hour. When the quefiion was 

ready to be put, he faid again t) Harrifon, " This is the 
" time: I muft do it." Anl fuddenly ftarting up, he· 
loaded the parliament with the vi left reproaches, for their 
tyranny, ambition, oppreffion, and robbery of the public~ 
'"rhen il:amping with his foot, vhich was a fignal for the 

foldiers to enter, " For fuame," faid he to the parlia­

ment, " get you gone: give ~lace to honefter men; to 

u thofe who will more faith:ully difcharge their truil:. 
4 ' You are no longer a parliament: I tell you, you are 

" no longer a parliament. Tr.e Lord has done with you; 

'~ He has chofen other inftnments for carrying on hi$ 
" work." Sir Harry Vane exclaiming againft thjs pro­

ceeding, he cried with a lotd voice, " 0 ! Sir Harry 
" Vane, Sir Harry Vane! The Lord deliver me from 

" Sir Harry Vane !" Takirg hold of Martin by the 
<;_loke, " Thou art a whore 1llafter," faid he. To an-
other, " Thou art an adulter.r/' To a third, "Thou 
'~ art a drunkarq and· a gluttcn :" " And chou an extor-

" tioner," to a fourth. He C)mmanded a foldier to feize 

the mace. " vVhat 1hall we do with this bauble? Here 
'' take it away. It is you," faid he, addreffing himfelf 
to the houfe, '' that have fo·ced me upon this. I have 

~' fought -the Lord night and day, that he would rather 

~' flay me than put me upon this work.'' Having com­

manded the foldiers to clear de hall, he himfelf went out 

the laft, and ordering the doer~ to be locked, departed to 

his lodgings in Whitehall. 

IN this furious manner, w:1ich fo well denotes his ge-
11Uine charaCter, did Cromwcl, without the leafl: oppofi­
tion, or even murmur, annil,ilate that famous affembly. 

8 which 
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c H ~ P. which had filled all Europe with the renown of its aCl:ions, 
~and with aftoni1hment at its crimes, and whofe com ... 

1653· mencement was not more ardently defired by the people 
than was its final ditfolution. All parties now reaped 
{ucceffively the melancholy pleafure of fd:ing the injuries, 
:which they had fuff'ered, revenged on their enemies; and 
that too by the fame arts, which had been praB.ifed 
againft them. The king had, in fome inftances, ftretch .. 
cd his prerogative beyond its jufi bounds; and aided by 
the church, had well nigh put an end to all the liberties 
and privileges of the nation. The prefhyterians checked 
the progrefs of the court and clergy, and excited, by cant 
and hypocrify, the populace firfi to tumults, then to war, 
4lgainft the king_, the peers; and all the royalifts. No 
fooner had they reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than· 
t~e independents, under the appearance of fiill greater 
fan8:ity, infiigated the army againfi them, and reduced 
them to fu~ecHon. The independents, amidfl: their 
empty dreams of liberty, or rather of dominion, were 
opprelfed by the r~bellion of their own fervants, and 
found themfelves at once expofed to the infults of power· 
and, hatred of the people. By recent, as well as all an ... 
cient example, it was become evident, that illegal vio­
lence,- with whatever pretences it may be covered, and 
whatever objeCt it may purfue, muft inevitably end at 
laft in the arbitrary and defpotic government of ~ finglf; 
peJfon. ' ' 
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OLIVER CROMWEL, in whofe hands thee HA P. 

diffolution of the parliament had left the whole LXI. 

power, civil and military, of- three kingi:loms, was born~ 
at Huntingdon, the lafl: year of the former century, of a~~~~:;~·· 
good family; though he himfelf, being the fon of a fe- private !if~. 

cond brother, inherited 'but a fmall efiate from his father. 
In the courfe of his education he had been fent to the 
univedity; but his genius was found little fitted "for the 

calm and elegant occupations of learning; and he made 

fmall proficiencies in his fiudies. He even threw himfelf 
into a diffolute and diforderly courfe of life; and he con .. 

fumed, in gaming, drinking, debauchery, ~nd cou_n~ry 
riots, the more early years of his youth, and diffipated 
part of his patrimony. All of. a fudden, the fpirit of 
reformation feized him; he married, affe8ed a grave lnd 

compofed behaviour, entered into all the zeal and rig~ur 

of the puritanical party, and offered to refiore to every 

·one whatever fums he had formerly gained by gaming. 
The 
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c H A P. The fame vehemence of temper, which bad tranfported 
LXI. . • h f 1 ~ d·n.· •JL d h. ~ h1m m to t e extremes o p ealure, now tn:mgu11ue 1s 

i65J• religious habits. His houfe was the rcfort of all the 
zealous clergy of the party; and his hofpitality, as well 
as his liberalities to the filenced and deprived m inifters. 
proved as chargeable as his former debaucheries.· Though 
he had acquired a tolerable fortune i>y a maternal uncle, 
he found his affairs fo injured by his expences, that he 
was obliged to take a farm at St. Ives, and apply him­

felf, for fome years, to agriculture as a profeffion. But 
this expedient ferved rather to involve him in farther 
debts and difficulties. The long prayers, which he faid 

to his family in the morning, and again in the afternoon, 

confumed his own time and that of his ploughmen; and 
he referved no leifur~ for the care of his temporal affairs. 

His aaive mind, fuperior to the low occupations, to 

which he was condemned, preyed upon itfelf; and he 

indulged his imagination in vjfions, illuminations, reve­
lations; the great nourifhment of that hypocondriacal 
temper, to which he was ever fubjea. Urged by his 
wants and his piety, he had made a party with Hamb­
den, his near kinfman, who was preffed only by the 
latter motive, to tranfport himfelf into New England, 

D'?W become the retreat of the more zealous among the 

-puritanical party; and it was an order of council, which 
obliged them to difembark and remain in England. The 
earl of Bedford, who poffeffed a large efrate in the Fen 

Country, near the ifle of Ely, having undertaken to 
drain thefe moraffcs, was obliged to apply to the king ; 
and by the powers of the prerogative, he got commif­

fioners appointed, who conducted that work, and divided 
the new acq utred land among the feveral proprietors. 

He met with oppofition from many, among whom Crom­
wel diftinguifhed himfelf; and this was the firfr public 

I 

opportunity, 
•. 
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opportunity, which he had met with, of <!ifcovering the c H A P .. 
LXI. 

f.aCl:ious x.eal and ob!Hnacy of his charaCter. t...--y-:--1 

FlloM accident and intrigue he was chofe~ ~y the town :!
651· 

of Cambridge member of the l.ong parliament. His (}o-
mdlic affairs were then in great diforder; and he fcemed 
not(:(} poffefs .any talents, which cooid qualify him t3 

rife in that public fphcre, into which he was now at lai · 
entered. His perfon was uugraceful, his drefs flovenly, 
his voice untunable, bi£ elocution homely, tedious, ob-
fcure, and embarraff'ed. The fervor of his fpirit fre­
quently prompted bim to rife in the houfc; but he was 

not heard with attention : His name, f.ar above two 

years, is not to he found oftner than twice in any com­

mittee; and thofe committees, into which he was admit-

ted, were <:hofen f.o.r atfairs, which would rnor.e 1ntece1! 

the zealots than the men of b.ufinefs. In comparifon of 

the eloquent fpealc.crs and .fine gentlemen of the houfe, he 
was entirely avcrlook:cd; and his friend Hambdcn aloue 

was acquainted with the depth of his geni~Js, and foretoid, 

that, if a civil war lhould enfue, he would loon rife ta 

eminence an~ d ifrintl:ion. 

C&.oMWEL himfelf fecms to have been confcious whecc ' 

his ftrength lay; and partly fro~1 that motive, p.1rdy 
from the uncontro1able fury of his zeal, he always joine<i 

that party, whi.ch puihed every thing to extr~mitics againft 

the king. He was atlive in promoting the famous re­
moofi:rance, which was the fignal for all the enfuing 

commotions; and when, after a long debate, it was car­

ried by a fmall majority, he told lord Falkland, that, if . 
the quefi:ion had been loft, he was refolved next day to 

have converted into ready money the remains of his for­

tune, and immediately to have left the kingdom. Nor 

;vas this refolution, he faid, peculiar to himfelf: IV1any 

ctbers of his party he knew to be equ01lly determined. 

HE 
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c H A P. HE was no Iefs than forty-three years of age, when be 
~ firft embraced the military profeffion; and by force of 

1653· genius, without any m after, he foon became an excellent 

officer; though perhaps he never reached the fame of a 

confummate commander. He raifed a troop of horfe; 

fixed his quarters in Cambridge; exerted great feverity 

towards that univedity, which zealoufly adhered to the 

royal party; and fuowed himfelf a man who would go 

all lengths in favour of that cau(e, which he had efpoufed. 

He would not allow his foldiers to perplex their heads 

with thofe fubtilties, of fighting by the king's authority 

againfi: his per[on, and of obeying his majefiy's commands 

fignified by both houfes of parliament: He plainly told 

them, that, if he met the king in battle, he would fire a 
piftol in his face as readily as againfi any other man. 

~ His troop of horfe he 1oon augmented to a regiment; 

and he firft inftituted that difcipline and infpired that 

fpirit, which rendered the parliamentary armies in the 

end victorious. " Your troops," faid he to Hambden, 

according to his own account 0 , " are mo!t of them old 
u. decayed ferving men and tapficrs, and fuch kind of 

" fellows; the king's forces are compofcd of gentlemen's 

" younger fons and pcrfons of good quality. And do 

" you think, that the mean fpirits of fuch bafe and low 

· " fellovvs as ours will ever be able to encounter gentle­

~' men, that have honour and courage and rcfolution in 

" them ? You mufr get men of fpirit, and take it not 

" ill that I fa.y, of a fpirit, that is likely to go as far as 

''" gentlemen will go, or elfc I am fure you will fiill be 

" beaten, as you have hitherto been, in every encoun­

'' ter., He did as he propofed. He enlifted the fons of 

freeholders and farmers. He carefully invited into his regi­

suent all the zealous fanatics throue:hout Enoland. When 
I ..., o 

o Conference held at Whitehall. 

they 
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they were collected in a body, their enthufiafiic fpirit fiill C R A P. 

rofe to a higher pitch. Their ct,]oneJ, from his own~ 
natural character, as well as from policy, was fufficiently 1653· 

inclined to cncreafe the flame. He preached, he pr,tyed, 
he fough~, he punilhed,, he rewarded. The wild enthu-
fiafm, together with valour and difcipline, fiill propagated 
itfelf; and all men cafi their eyes on fo pious and fo fuc-
cefsful a leader. From low commands he rofe with great 
rapidity to be really the firfr, though in appearance only 
the fecond, in the army. By fraud and violence, he foon 
rendered himfelf the firfi in the fiate. In proportion to 
the encreafe of his authority, his talents always feemed to 
expand themfclves; and he difplayed every day new abi-
lities, which had lain dormant, till the very emergence, 
by which they were called forth into action. All Eu-
rope fl:ood afionilhed to fee a nation, fo turbulent and 
unruly, who, for fame doubtful encroachments on their 
privileges, had dethroned and murdered an excellent 
prirtce, defcended from a long line of monarchs, now at , 
lafl: fubdued and reduced to flavery by one, who, a few 
years before, was no better than a private gentleman, . 
whofe name was not known in the nation, and who was 
little regarded even in that low fphere, to which he had 
always been confined. 

THE indignation, entertained by the people, againfl: 
an authority, founded on fuch manifefl: ufurpation, was 
not fo violent as might naturally be expeB:ed. Congra­
tulatory addreffes, the firft of the kind, were made to 
Cromwel by the fleet, by the army, e\'en by many of the 
chief corporations and counties of England; but e{pecially 
by the feveral congregations of faints, difperfed through­
out the kingdom P. The royalill:s, though they , ould 
not love the man, who had cmbrued his hands in the 
blood of their fovereign, expected more lenity from him, 

P See Mi lton's State Paper&. 
VoL . vn. o_ than 
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C H A P. than from the jealous and imperious republicans, who 

~had hitherto governed. The prefbyterians were pleafed 

J653· to fee thofe men, by whom they had been outwitted and 
expelled, now in their turn expelled and outwitted by 

their own fervant; and they applauded him, for this lafl: 
iicl· of violence upon the parliament. Thefe two parties 
compofed the bulk of the nation, and kept the people in 

fome to1erable temper. All men, likewife, haraffed 

with wars and factions, were glad to fee any profpeCt of 
fcttlcmcnt. And they Jecmed it lcfs ignominious to 
fubmit to a perfon of fuch admirable talents and C(lpa­

city than to a few ignoble cnthufiafric hypocrites, who 

wnder the name of a repubiic, had reduced them to a_, 

cruel fubjeB:ion. 

• 

THE republicans, being dethroned by Cromwel, were 

the party whofe reientment he had the greateft reafon to 

apprehend. That party, befides the independents, con­
tained two fets of men, who are feemingly of the moft 
oppofite principles, but who were then united by a fimi­
litude of genius and of clnraCter. The .firft and moft 
numerous were the millenarians, or fifth monarchy men, 

who infifted, that, dominion being founded in grace, all 
diHinCl:ion in rnagifrracy mufr be abolilhed, except what 

arofe from piety and holinefs; who expeCted fuddenly 
the fecond coming of Chr!ft upon earth; and who pre­

tended, that the faints in the mean while, that is, them­
fclves, were alone entitled to govern, The fecond were 

the deifi:s, who had no other objeB: than political liberty, 

who denied entirely the truth of revelation, and infinu­

ated, that all the various feets, fo heated againft each 
other, were alike founded in folly and in crro.r. Men of 
fuch daring geniufcs were not contented with the antien~ 
and legal forms of civil government ; but challenged a. 
degree of freedom beyond what they expeCted ever to en­
joy under any monarc.hy. l\1artin, Challoner, Harrington, 

Sidney, 
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Sidney, Wildman, Nevil, were efieemed the heads ofC H A P. 

this fmall divifion. ~ 
THE deifls were perfeclly hated by Cromwel, becaufe 16.53• 

he had no hold of enthufiafm, by which he could govern 
or over-reach them ; he therefore treated them with great 
rigour and difdain, and ufually denominated them the htct• 

them. As the millenarians had a great interefr in the 
army, it was much more important for him to gain their 
confidence; and their fize of undedlanding afForded him 
great facility in deceiving them.; Of late years, it had 
been fo ufual a topic of converfation to difcoutfe of par .. 

]iamcnts and councils and fenatesJ and the foldiers them-
felves had been fo much accuftomed to enter into that 

{pirit, that Cromwel thought it requifite to efiablifh 

fomething which might bear the face of a commonwealth. 
He fuppofed, that God, in his providence, had thrown 

the whole right, as well as power, of government into 

his hands ; and without any more ceremony, by the ad• 
vice of. his council of officers, he fent fummons to a hun .. 

dred and twenty-eight perfons of different tGwns and 
counties of England, to five of Scotland, to fix of Ire· 

]and. He pretended, by hi~ folc aB: and deed, to devolve 
upon thefe the whole authority of the fiate. This Barebot~e·~ 
legifiative power they were to ex·ercife during fifteen parl-.a;1cnt. 

months; and they were afterwards to choofe the fame 
number of perfo r. s, vvho might fucceed them in that high 

and important .office. 

THE~E were great r:umbers at that time, who made it a 
principle always to adhere to any power, which was upper• 
moll:, and to fupport the efl:abliihed government. This 
maxim is not peculiar to the peop:c of that age; o~t what 
may be efreemed p~culiar to them, is, that there prevf\iled a 
hypocritical phrafc for exprefiing fo prudential a con.dutt: 
It was called a waiting upon providence. When provi-

' cience, therefore~ v,~:as fo kind as to beftow on thefe men, 

Q..2 now 
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C H A P.n:>w afi:·mbled together, the fupreme authority, they mu!!: 
.~~have been t•ery ungrateful, if, in their turn, they had 

1653· been wanting in complaifance towards her. They im-
4-'h.]uly. mediately ~oted thcmfelves a parliament; and having 

their own confent, as well as that of Oliver CromweJ, 

for their legifiativc authority, they now proceeded very 
gravely to the exerci[c of it. 

· IN this notable: af1embly were lome perfons of the rank 

of gentlemen; but the far gr~ater pa~t were low me­
chanics; fi:fth monarchy men, anabaptifis, antinomians, 

ii1dependents; the very dregs of the fanatics. They be­
gan with feeking God by prayer: This office was per­

formed by _eight or ten gifted men of the aflembly; and 
with fo much fuccef~, that according to the confeffion 

·of all, they had never before, in any of their devotional 

cxcrcifes, enjoyed fo much of the holy fpirit as was then 

comn. :1icated to them q• Their hearts were, no doubt; 

dilated when they confidered the high dignity, to which 
they fuppofed then!felvcs exalted. They had been told 
bv Cromwcl in his hrfi difcourlc, that he never looked 
t~ fee {uch a day, when Chriil ihould be fo owned'· 

~'hey 

q Par!. T-Iiil. vol. xx. p. ~~. 

r Thefe are his expreffions. " lnde~d, I have but one word ~re to fay 
'' to you, though in. that perhap; I lball fuow my weaknefs: It is by way 
'' of encouragement to you in this work; give me leave to begin thus: I 
" • confefs I never looked to have feen fuch a day as this, it may be nor you 
" neither, when Jefu.s Chrift: fuould be fo owned as he is at this day and in. 
" this work. jef11s Chrill: is owned this day by your call, and you own him 
" by your willingnefs to appear for him, and you manifell: this (as far as 
" poor creatures can do) to be a day of the power of Chrift, I know you 
" will remember that fcripture, he mal<es his people wiliing in tl:e day of biJ 
•' t~we,., 9oa manifells it to be the day of the power of Chrill, having 
H tllro' fo ... ~.;.uch blcoJ and fo ·much tryal as has been upon this nation, he 
" makes this one of the greate'tt mercies, next to his own fon 2 to have his 
" pe•1ple called to . ~he fqprerne authority. God bath owned his (on, and 
" hath owned you,. and bath made you to own him, 1 confefs, I never 
" looked to have fecn ·!uch a day: I did not." 1 fuppofe at this pafi'age he 

c:ried: 
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Thev thought it, therefore, their duty to proceed . to a C H ·" P. 1 
' · . LXI 

thorough reformation, and to pave the way for ~he re_ign ~ 
of the Redeemer, and for that great work, which, it was 1653· 

expeCl:ed, the Lord was to bring forth among them. All 
fanatics, being confecrated by their own fond imagina-
tions, naturally bear an antipathy to the ecclefiafiics, 
who claim a peculiar fanetity, derived merely from their 

• office and priefily character. This parliament took into 
confideration the abolition of the clerical funCtion, as fa­
vouring of popery; and the taking aw'ay of tythes, which 
they called a relict of ] udaifm. Learning alfo and the 
univerfities were deemed heatheniili and unneceffary : 
The common law was denominated a badge of the_ con­
q ueft and of Norman ilavery ; and they threatened the 
lawyers with a total abrogation of their profeffion. Some 
fieps were even taken towards an abolition of the chan­
cery s, the higheft court of judicature in the kingdom; 
and the Mofaical law was in tended to be efiablifhed as 
the foie fyfl:em of Engliih jurifprudenc~ t. 

01' all the extraordinary fchemes, adopted by thefe , . 
legiflators, they hacl not leifure to fini!h any, except 
that which eftablifhed the legal folemnization of marriage 
by the civil magifirate ala'ne, without the interpofition of 
the clergy. T'hey found themfelves expofed to the dcri­
fion of the public. Among the fanatics of the houfe, 
there was an aCtive member, much noted for his long 
prayers, fermons, and harangues. He was a l'eather­
feller in London : His name P1·aije-god Bm·cbone. This. 
riF.liculous name, which feems to have been chofen by 
fome poet or allegorift to fuit fo ridiculous a pcrfonage, 

cr1ed: For he was very much given to weeping, ;~nd could at any time fl1f!t 
abundance of tears. The reft Qf the fpeech may be feen among Milton·~ 
State Papers, page to6. It is very curious, and full of the fame ohfcurity. 
c:onfufio~, embarraffment, and abfurdity, which appear in almoft all OliHJ·a 
produt\ions. 

s Whitlocke, p. 543• 548. t Confereme held at Whitehall, 

Q. 3 firuck 
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C H A P. firuck the fmcy of the people; and they commonly af' .. 
~fixed to this alfcmbly the appellation of Barebone's 

1653• parliament 11
• 

THE Dutch ambaffadors endeavoured to enter into ne­
gotiation with this parliament; but though prote!bnts 
and even p·dbyterians, they met wi~h a bad reception 
from thofe who pretended to a fanCl:ity fo much fuperior. 
'The Hollarders were regarded as worldly minded men, 
intent only on commerce and indufrry; whom it was 
fitting the ·aints lhould firfr extirpate, ere they under­
took that great work, to which they believed themfelves 
rlefl:ined by providence, of fubduing Antichrift, the man 
Qf fin, and ex~nding to the uttermoil: bounds of the earth 

tt It wa! ufual for the pretended faints at that time to change their names 
f om Henry, Ecward, Anthony1 William, which they regarded as heathen­
iili, into others .nore fanttified and godly: Even the New Te!lament names, 

James, Andrew, John, P~ter, were not held in fuch regard as thofe which 
were borruwed from the Old Tdlament, Hezckiah, Habbakuk, Jol'hua 1 

Zerobabel. Sonetimes a whole godly fentepce was adopted as a name. Here 
are the names oi a jury fai~ to be enclofed in the county of S111fex about thaS 
time, 

Accepted, Trevorof Noriham. Return, Spelman of Watling. 
Redeemed, Compton of Battle. Be Faithful, Joinex:.of Britlins•" 
Faint not, Hewit of Heathfield, Fly Debate, Roberts of the fame. 
Make Peace, neaton of Hare. 'Fight the good Fight of Faith, White 
God Reward, ;mart of Fiv,hurft. of Emer. 

Standfaft on H~h, Stringer of Crov;-~ More Fruit, Fowler of Eaft Hadley. 
hurft. Hope for, Bending of the fame. 

l. arth, Adamsof Warbleton, I Graceful, Harding of Lewes. 
Called, Lowerof the fame. Weep not, Billing of the fame, 
Kill Sin, Pim1le of Witham. Meek, Brewer of Okeham. 

See Brome's Tr:vels into England, p. 279• '4 Cromwell," fays Cleveland, 
•• hath bea! up .lis drums clean th;O\l~h the Old Tcftament. You may learn 
" the genealogy of our Savioqr by the names of his regiment, The mufter­
ce m after ha~ no other lift, than the ·firll chapter of St. Matthew." The 
b~ather of this Praife;gud Ea re bone bad for name, If Chrift bad not died for 
Jou, you bad hm dt~mntd Bareb;:u. But the people, tire!) of this long Dame~ 

retain~? only t~e !aft \YordJ and ~ommpnly ~~ve ~im t~~ appella\ion of 
!)p~4'd ]Jare~Q!II~ · 

the 
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the kingdom of the Redeemer vr. . The ambaffadors find- C H A P. 

ing themfelves profcrib~d, not as enemie) of England,~ 
buf of Chrift, remained in afioniiliment, and knew not 1653• 

which was moft to be admired, the irnphcable fpirit or 

egregious folly of thefe pretended faints. 

CRoMWEL began to be alhamed of his legiflature. If 

he ever had any defign in fummoning h prepofterous 
an affembly beyond amufing the populace and the army; 
he had intended to alarm the clergy and lawyers ; and ne 
had fo far fucceeded as to make them defire any other 

government, which might fecure their p:ofeffions, now 
brought in danger by thefe defperate fanatics. Cromwel 
himfelf was diffatisfied, that the parliament, though they 
had derived a11 their authority from him, began to pre­
tend power from the Lord x, and to infifi <.lready on their 
divine commiffion. He had been careful to fummon in 

his writs feveral perfons entirely devoted to him. By 

concert, thefe met early; and it was mer.tioned by fome 
among them, that th~ fitting of this ?arliamcnt any 
longer would be of no fervice to the nation. They haf- uth of De­

tened, therefore, to Cromwel, along with Roufe, their cember, 

fpeaker; and by a formal deed or affignment, reftored into 

his hands that fupreme authority, which they had fo lately 
received from him. General Harrifon aoo about twenty 
more remained in the houfe; and that the; might prevent 
the reign of the faipts from coming to ar untimely end, 
they placed one Moyer in the chair, and began to draw 
up protefts. They were foo·n interrupted by colonel 

White, with a party of foldiers. He alked them what 

they did thc:re. " We are feeking the Lord," fa id they. 
~' Then you may go elfewhere," rcpliec he: 'f For to 

'' my certain knowledge, he 11as .qot been here thefe 

~' many years." 

w Thurloe, vol. i. p. 2.73• 591. Alfo StulX>e, p. gr, 91. 

Trurlcc, vol. i, p. 393• 

Q.4 Tl1E 
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c H A P. THE military being now, in appearance, as well as in LXI. . h .1 d . . '---v---' reality, the fole power whtc prevat e m the nat1on, 
.1053· Cromwel thought fit to indulge a new fancy : For he 

feems not to have had any deliberate plan in all thefe al­
terations. Lambert, his creature, who, under the ap­
pearance of obfequioufnefs to him, indulged an unbound­
ed ambition, propofed in a council of officers to adopt 
another fcheme of government, and ro temper the liberty 
of a commonwealth by the authority of a fingle perfon, 
who fuould be known by the appellation of proteelor. 
Without delay, he prepared what was cal!ed the injlrument 

Cromwel of government, containing the plan of this new legiflature; made pro-
teaor. and as it was fuppofed to be agreeable to the general, it 

was immediately voted by the council of officers. Crom­
wel was declared proteB:or; and with great folemnity in- · 
ftalled in that high office. 

So little were thefe men endowed with the fpirit of 
]egiflation, that they confelred, or rather boafied, that 
they had employed only four days in drawing this infiru­
ment, by which the whole government of three king­
doms was pretended to be regulated and adjufied to all 
fucceeding generations. There appears no difficulty in 
believing them; when it is confidered how crude and 
undigefied a fyfiem of civil polity they endeavoured to 
efiablilh. The chief articles of the infirument are tnefe: 
A council was appointed, which was not toexceed twen­
ty-one, nor be lefs than thirteen pcrfons. Thefe were to 
enjoy their office during life or good behaviour; and in 
cafe of a vacancy, the remaining members named three, 
of whom the prote~or chofe one. The proteCtor was 
appointed fupreme magifhate of the commonwealth: In 
his name was all jufi:ice to be adminiftered; from him 
were all magifiracy and honours derived ; he had the 
power of pardoning all crimes, excepting murder and 
treafon; to him the benefit of all forfeitures devolved. 

The 
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The right of peace, war, and alliance, refl:ed in him; c H A .P. 

but in thefe particulars he was to aB: by the advice and~ 
with the confent of his council. 1 ... he power of the fword 1653· 

was vefied in the protector, jointly with the parliament, 
while it was fitting, or with the council of ftate in die 

intervals. He was obliged to fummon a parliament every 

three years, and allow them to fit five months, without 
adjournment, prorogation, or diffolution. The bills, 
which they paired, were to be prefented to the proteB:or 
for his affent; but if within twenty days it were not ob-

tained, they were to become laws by the authority alone 

of parliament. A fianding army for Great Britain and 
Ireland was efl:ablifued, of 2o,oco foot and Io,ooo horfe; 
.and funds were affigned for their fupport. Thefe were 
not to be diminifhed without confent of the protector; 
and in this article alone he affumed a negative. During 
the intervals of parliament, the proteCl:or and council had 
the power of enacting laws, which were to be valid till 

the next meeting of parliament. The cHancellor, trea ... 

furer, admiral, chief governors of Ireland and Scotland, 

and· the chief jufiices of both the benches mufl: be chofen 

with the approbation of parliament; and in the intervals, 
with the approhation of the council, to be afterwards ra-
t~fied by parliament. The protector was to enjoy his of-
fice during life; and on his death, the place was immedi-

.ate1y to be fupplied by the council. This was the infiru-
ment of government enaCl:ed by the council of officers, 
and folemnly fworn to by Oliver Cromwel. The council 
of fiate, named by the inlhumcnt, were fifteen; men en-
tirely devoted to the protetl:or, and by reafon of the op-
pofition among themfelves in party and principles, not 
likely ever to combine againfr him. 

CRoMWEL faid, ~hat he accepted the dignity of pro­

tector, merely that he might exert the duty of a confiable, 

and prcfcn·~ peace in the nation. Affairs indeed were 
brought 



134 HISTORY OF GREAT B_RITAIN. 

c H A P. brought to that pafs, by the furious animofities of the 
~ f~!eral facl:ions, that the extenfi~e authority and even 

16.53· arbitrary power of fome firft magiftrate was become a ne .. 
celfary evil, in order to keep the people from relapfing 
into blood and confufion. The independents were too 
fmall a party ever to eftablilh a popular government, or 
entruft the nation, where they had fo little interefl, with 
the free choice of its reprefentatives. The prefbyterians 
had adopted the violent maxims of perfecution; incom­
patible at all times with the peace of fociety, much more 
with the wild zeal of thofe numerous feCts, which pre­
vailed among the people. · The royalifts were fo much 

enraged by the injuries, which they had fuffered, that the 
Qther prevailing parties would never fubmit to them, who, 
they knew were e~abled, merely by the execution of the 
ancient laws, to take fevere vengeance upon them. Had 

Cromwel been guilty of no crime but this temporary ufur .. 
pation, the plea of neceffity and public good, which he 
alledged, might be allowed, in every view, a reafonable 
excu)e for his conducl:. 

DuRING the variety of ridiculous and difl:raCl:ed fcenes, 
which the civil government exhibited in England, the 
military force was exerted with vigor, conduct, and una­
nimity; and never did the kingdom appear more for- ' 
rnidable to all foreign nations. The Engli!h fleet, con· 
fifiing of a liundred fail, and commanded by ManiC and 
Dean, and under them by Pen and Laufon, met, near 
the coafi of Flanders, with the Dutch Reet, equally nu~ 
rnerous, and commanded by Tromp. The two republics 
were not inflamed by any national antipathy, and their 
interefis very little interfered : Yet few battles have been 
difputed with more fierce and obfrinate courage than were 
thofe many naval combats, which were fought during this 
fhort, but violent war. The defire of remaining foie 
~o~ds of ~~e ocean ~nimat~d ~hefe fiates to ~ honourabl~ 

~mu4oo 
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emulation againft each other. After a battle of two days, C H A P. 
LXI. 

in the firft of which Dean was killed, the Dutch, in.:~ 
ferior in the fize of their fuips, were obliged, with great 16Sl• 

lofs, to retire into their harbours. Blake, towards the 
end of the fight, joined his countrymen with eighteen fail. 
The Englilh fleet lay off the coafl: of Holland, and totally 
interrupted the commerc~ of that republic. 

THE ambaffadors, whom the Dutch had fent over to 
England, gave them hope~ of peace. But as they could 
obtain no ceffation of hofiilities, the ftates, unwilling to 
fuffer any longer the lofs and difhonour of being blockaded 
by the enemy, made the utmoft efforts to recover their 

· injured honour. Never on any occafion did the power 
and vigour of that republic appear in a more confpicuous 
light. In a few weeks, they had repair~d and manned 
their fleet; and they equipped fom~ ihips of a larger fize-~ 
than any which they had hitherto fent to fea. Tromp 
i!fued out, determined again to fight the viClors, and to 
die rather than to yield the contefr. He met with the 
enemy~H'commanded by Monk; and both fides immedi-

~tely rulhed into the combat. Tromp, gallantly ani- ~th July~ 
mating his men, with his fword drawn, was fuot through 
the heart with a mufquet ball, This event alone decided 
the battle in favour of the Englilh. Though near thirty 
fuips of the Dutch were funk and taken, they little re-
garded this lofs compared with that of their brave ad. 
rniral. 

MEANWHILE the negotiatiops of peace were continu­
ally advancing. The frates, overwhelmed with the ex­
pence of the war, terrified by their lofres, and mortified 
by their defeats, were extremely oefirous of an accommo­
dation with an enemy whom they found, by experience, 
too powerful for them. The king having ihown an incli­
nation t<? ferve on board their fleet; though they expreffed 
thei~ fenfe of the honour inte~~ed t~em, they declined an 

.1 offer~ 
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c H A .P. oWer, which might inflame the quarrel with the Englilb 
~commonwealth. The great obflacle to the peace was 

J6ss· found not to be any animofity on the part of the Englilh ; 
but on· the contrary a defite too earneft o£, union and con­
federacy. Cromwel had revived the chimerical fcheme 
of a coalition with the united provinces; a total con­
junCl:ion of government, privileges, in~erells, and coun-

1654. cils. T~is project appeared fo wild to the fiates, that 
they wondered any man of fenfe could ever entertain it; 

•sth April. and they refufed to enter into conferences with regard to 
a propofal, which could ferve on1y to delay any praCl:rca­

feace with ble fcheme of accommodation. The peace was at laft 
..Holland. figned by Cromwel, now invefied with the dignity of pro­

teCtor; and it proves fufficiently, that the wa'r had been 
impolitic, fince, after the mofr fignal victories, no terms 
more advantageous could be obtained. A defenfive league 
was made between the two republics. They agreed, each 
of them, to banilb the enemies of the other; thofe who 
had .been concerned in the maffacre of Amboyna. were to 
be punHhed, if any remained alive; the honour of the 

·· flag was yielded to the Englifh; eighty-five thoufand 
pou~ds were fiipulated to be paid by the Dutch Ea£1: India 
company for loffes, which the Englilh company had 
fufi:ained; and the ifland of Polerone in the Eaft lndies 
was promifed t~ be ceded to the latter. 

CROMWEL, jealous of the connexions between the 
royal family and that of Orange, infifted on a feparate 
article; that neither the young prince nor any of his 
family lhould ever be invefted with the dignity of fiad­
holder. The province of Holland, firongly prejudiced 
again£1: that office, which they efi:eemed dangerous to 
liberty, fecretly ratified this article. The protector, 
knowing that the other provinces would not be induced 
to make f~ch a conceffion, was fatisficd with this fe-
curity. t 



THE COMMONWEALTH. '37 
THE Dutch war, being fuccefsful, and the peace rea· c H A P. 

fonable, brought credit to Cromwel's adminifrration. An~ 
aCl: of jufiice, which he exercifed at home, gave likcwife 1654-L 

fatistaCtion to the people; though the regularity of it 
may perhaps appear fomewhat doubtful. Don Pantaleon 
Sa, brother to the Portuguefe ambaffador, and joined with 
him in the fame commiffion r, fancying himfelf to be in-
fulted, came upon the exchange, armed and attended by 
feveral fen•ants. By mifrake, he fell on a gentleman, 
whom he took for the perfon that had given him the of• 
fence; and having butchered him with many wounds, he 
and all his attendants took lhelter in the houfe of the Por-

. tuguefe ambaffador, who had connived at this bafe enter­
prize z. The populace furrounded the houfe, and threat­
ened to fet fire to it. Cromwel fent a guard, who feized 
all the criminals. They were brought to trial : And 
notwith!tanding the oppofition of the ambaffador, who 
pleaded the privileges of his office, Don Pantaleon was 
executed on Tower-hill. The laws of nations were here 
plainly violated: But the crime committed by the Portu­
guefe gentleman was to the·laft degree atrocious; and the 
vigorous chafi:ifement of it, fuiting fo well the undaunted 
charaB:er of Croll)we1, was univerfatly apprO\'ed of at 
home and admired am'ong foreign nations. The fituation 
of Portugal obliged that court to acquiefce; and the am­
baffador foon afrer figned with the proteB:or a treaty of 
peace and alliance, which was very advantageous to the 
Engli£h commerce. 

ANOTHER aa of feverity, but neccffary in his fitu-, 
ation, was, at the very fame time, exercifed by the pro­
teCl:or, in the capital punilhmcnt of Gerard and Vowel~ 
two royalifis, who were accufed of confpiring againft his 
life. He had erected a high court of jufiice for their 
trial; an infringement of the ancient laws, which at this 

Y Thqrlo~J vol, ii. p. ~?.9 • ~ l'tid , vol. i, p, 616, 

time 
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C H . A P. time was become familiar, btit one to which no cuHom ot 
LX:I. ld "1 h . J . r: d . .. '--v--J precedent cou reconc1 et e nation. unes were Joun 
1654• altogether unmanageable. The refilefs Lilburn, for .new 

offences, had been brought to a new trial; and had been 
acquitted with new triumph and exultation. If no other 
method of conviClion had been devifed during this illegal 
and unpopular government, all its enemies were affured 
of entire impunity. 

3ctohCSep· THE proteClor had occafion to obferve the prejudices 
tem er. • • 
~ new par- entertained againfi: his government, by the difpofitlOn of 
lJament. the parliament, which he fummoned on the third of 

September, that day of the year, on which he gained his 
two great viCtories of Dunbar and Worcefl:er, and which 
he always reg~rdcd as fortunate for him. It mufl: be 
confefled, tHat, if we are left to gather Cromwel's inten .. 
tions from his inftrument of government, it is fuch a 
motley piece, that we cannot eafiJy conjechue, whether 
lte ferioully meant to efl:ablilh a tyranny or a republic. 
On one hand, a firft magifrrate, in fo extenfive a govern .. 
ment, feemed necelfary both for the dignity and tranquil­
lity of the frate; and the authority, which he alfumed' as 
proteCl:or, was, in fome refpetl:s, inferior to the preroga· 
tives, which the law3 entrufied and fiill cntrufl: to the 
king. On the other hand, the legiflative power, whicb 
he refervcd to himfelf and counciJ, together with fo great 
aa army, independant of the parliament, were bad prog­
.nofrics of his intention to fubmit to a civil and legal con .. 
ftitution. But if this were not his intention, the method,. 
in which he difiributed and conducted the eleCl:ions, being 
fo favourable to ·liberty, form an inconfifiency which is 
not eafily accounted for. He deprived of their right of 
eletlion all the fmall burroughs, places the mofi: expcfed 
to influence and corruption. Of 400 members, which 
reprefented England, 2jO were chofe~ by the counties. 
The refi were ckClcd by London, and the more confider-

able 
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~ble corporations. The lower populace too, fo eafily C H A F. 

guided or deceived, were excluded from the eleCl:ions : ~ 
An eftate of 2.00 pounds value was neceffary to entitle any 165~ 

one to a vote, The eleCl:ions of this parliament were 

conduCl:ed with perfeCl: freedom; and, excepting that 

fuch of the royalifi:s as had borne arms againft the parlia-

ment and all their fons were excluded, a more fair repre­

fentation of the people could not be defired or expeCl:ed. 

Thirty members were returned from Scotland; as many 
from Ireland. 

THE proteCl:or feems to have been difappointed, when 
he found, that all thefe precautions, which were pro­

bably nothing but covers to his ambition, had not pro­

crured him the confidence of the public. Though Crom­
wel's adminifiration was lcfs odious to every party than 

that of any other party, yet was it entirely acceptable to 
none. 'rhe royalifts had been infirutled by the king to 
remain quiet, and to cover them!elves under the appear­
ance of republicans ; and they found in thi; latter faction. 
fuch inveterate hatred againft the protector, that they 

could not v.-ifh for more zealous adverfaries to His autho­

rity. It was maintained by them, that the pretence of 
liberty and a popular ..,leCl:ion was but J. new artifice of this 

great deceiver, in order to lay afleep the deluded nation, 
~nd give himfelf leifure to rivet their chains more fecurely: 

upnn them: That in the infi:rument of government he 
openly declared his intention of frill retaining the fame 

rne.rcenary army, by whofe aflifrance he had fubdued the 

ancient, efiabliihed government, and who would with. 

lefs fcruple obey him, in overturning, whenever he fhould 

pleafe to order them, that new fyftem, \vhich he himfelf 

had been pleafed to model : That being fenfible of the 

danger and uncertainty of all military government, he 
endeavoured to intermix fome appe:uance, and hut an 

appearance, of civil admini!hation, and to balance the 
army 
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c H A P. army by a feeming confent of the people: That the. 
~ abfurd trial, which he had made, of a p~rliament, ~lea~ 

1654• ed by himfelf, appointed perpetually to elect their fuccef~ 
fors, plainly proved, that he aimed at no~~}ng but tem­
porary expedients, was totally averfe to a free republican 
government, and poffeffed not that mature and deliberate· 
reflection, which could qualify him to act th_e part of a 
legiflator: 'l'hat his imperious charaCl:cr,. which had be­
trayed itfelf in fo many incidents, could never ferioufly 
fubmit to legal limitations; nor would the very image of 
popular government be longer upheld. than while con­
formable to his arbitrary will and pleafure: 'And that the 
befi: policy was to oblige him to take off the mafk at 
once; and either fubmit entirely to that parliament which 
be had fummoned, or by totally rejecting its authority, 
leave himfelf no refource but in his feditious and enthu­
fiafiic army. 

IN profecution of thefe views, the parliament, having , 
heard the protector's fpeech, three hours · long •, and 
having chofen Lentlial fbr their fpeaker, immediately en­
tered into a difcuffion of the pretended infirument· of 
government, and of that authority, which CromweJ, 
by the title of proteCtor, had affumed over the nation. 
The greatefl: liberty was ufed in arraigning this new dig­
n.ity; and even the perfonal charaCter and conduct of 
-Cromwel efcaped not without c~nfure. The utmoft, 
that could be obtained by the officers and by the court 
party, for fo they were called, was to protraCt the de­
bate by arguments and long fpceches, and prevent the 
decifion of a quefl:ion, which, they were fenfible, would 
be carried againft them by a great majority. The pro­
tector, furprifed and enraged at this refractory fpirit in 
the parliament, which however he had fo much reafon to 
expeCt, fent for them to the painted chamber, and with 

a Thurloe, vol. ii. P• sSS. 

an 
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11n air of great authority inveighed againfl: their conduct c H A P. 

He told them, that nothing could be tnore abfurd than for~ 
them to dilpute his title; fince the fame in£hument of 1654 • 

. I 
government, which made them a parliament, had invefl:-
ed him with the proteB:odhip; that fome points in the 
new conftitution were fuppofed to be fundamentals, and 
were not, on any pretence, to be altered or difputed; that 
among thefe were the government of the nation by a fingle 
perfon and a parliament, their joint authority over the 
army and militia, the fucceffion of new parliaments, and 

, liberty of confcience ; and that, with regard to thefe par­
ticulars, there was referved to him a negative voice, to 
which, in the other circutnfl:ances of goyernment, he 
confeffed himfelf no wife intitled. 

THE proteClor now found the neceffity of exaCling a 
fecurity, which, had he forefeen the fpirit of the houfe, 
he would with better grace have required at their firft 
meeting b. He obliged the members to fign a tecognition 
of his authority, and an engagement not to propofe dr 
confent to any alteration in the government, as it was 
fettled in a fingle perfon and a parliament ; and he placed 
guards at the door of the houfe, who allowed none but 
fubfcribers to enter. Mofi: of the members, after fome 
hefitation, fubmitted ~o this c~ndition; but retained the 
fame refraCl:ory {pirit, which they had difcovered in their 
Jirfi: debates. The infi:rument of government was taken 
in pieces, and examined, article by article, with the 
roofi: fcrupulous accuracy: Very free topics were ad­
vanced with the gener<\1 approbation of the houfe: And 
during the whole courfe of their proceedings, they neither 
[ent up one bill to the proteCl:or, nor took any notice of 
him. Being informed, that confpiracies were entered 
into between the members and fome malcontents officers; 
he ha~cned to the diifolution of fo dangerous an affembly. 

b Thurlof", vol ii, p. 6zo. 
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.. 

242 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. By the infirument of government, to which te had fworn~ 
~no parliament could be diffolved, till it had fitten five 

I6f5. months; but Cromwel pretended, that a m<nth contain-
2::td of Jan. . h d d' t h d f ed only twenty-e1g t ays, accor mg to he met o o 

computation praaifed in paying the Beet andarmy. The' 

full time, therefore, according to this rec1oning, being 

elapfed; the parliament was ordered to awnd the pro­

tecror, who made them a tedious, confufeJ, angry ha­

rangue, and difmiffed them. Were we to julge of Crom~ 

wel's capacity by this, and indeed by all his other com­

pofitions, we fuould be apt to entertain no very favour­

able idea of it. But in the great variety of human ge­

niufes, there are forne, which, though they fee their ob .. 

jeCt clearly and diftinttly in general; ye~ when they 

come to unfold its parts by difcourfe or writng, lofe that 

luminous conception, which they had before attained. 

All accounts agree in afcribing to Cromwtl a tirefome, 

dark, unintelligible elocution, even when le had no in­

tention to difguife his meaning : Yet no nan's actions 

were ever, in fuch a variety of difficult imidents, more 

decifive and judicious. 

THE eleeting of a difcMtented parliam:nt is a proof 

of a difcontented nation: The angry and abrupt diffo­

lution of that parliament is always fure to encreafe the 

general difcontent. The members of this lffembly, re­

turning to their counties, propagated that fpi1it of mutiny, 

·which they had exerted in the houfe. Sir Harry Vane 

and the old republicans, who maintained tre indiffoluble 

authority of the long parliament~ encouraffd the mur• 

murs againft the prefent ufurpation; though they aBed fo 

-cautioufly as to give the proteCtor no handle againft them. 

Wildman and fome others of that party car red frill farther 

their confpiracies againft the protecror's autiority. The 
royal ifis, oblerving this general ill will toV\ards the efta-­

blifument, could no longer be retained i;. fubjeClion; 
· but' 
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'but fanciro, that every one, who was dil[atisfied like C H A P. 

them, had alfo embraced the fame views and inclinations.~~ 
They did 1ot confider, that the old parliamentary party, t6ss• 

though mmy of them were difpleafed with Cromwel, who 
had difpofeffed them of their power, were frill more ap­
prehcnfiveof any fuccefs to the royal caufe; whence, be-
fides a cernin profpetl: of the fame confequencc, they had 
fo much eafon to dread the fevereft vengeance for their 
pafi: tran { ~effions. 

IN concert with the king a confpiracy was entered into In(urre8icn 

by the royJifis throughout England, and a day of general i~~~1 e (oyal­

rifing app)inted. Information of this defign was con-
veyed to Cromwel. The proteCt:or;s adminirtre1tion was 
extreme} y vigilant. Thurloe, his fecretary, had fpies 
every whe1e. Manning, who nad accefs to the king's 
family, ke)t a regular correfpondence with him. And it 
was not dincult to obtain intelligence of a confederacy, 
fo generaly diffufed among a party, who valued them-
!el ves more on zeal and courage, than on fecrecy and fo-
briety. lVany of the royalifi:s were thrown into prifon. 
Others, or the approach of the day, were terrified witli 
the dangerQf the undertaking, and remained at home. 
In one ploce alone the confpiracy broke into aCtion. 
Penruddoc Groves, }ones, and other gentlemen of the uth of 

weft, entered Sali!bury with about 200 horfe j at the March. 

very time ~hen the lheriff and judges were holding the 
;l!Iizes. 1hefe they made prifoners; and they proclaimed 
the king. Contrary to their expectations, they received 
no acceffi01 of force ; fo prevalent was the terror of the 
efi:ablilhed ~overnment. Having in vain wandered about 
for fame tine, they were totally difcouraged ; and one 
troop of h>rfe was able at lafr to fupp-refs them. T'he 
leaders of the confpiracy, being taken prifoners,. were 
capitally pmilhed. The refl: were fold for flaves, and 
tranfported to Barbadoei. 

R z 
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c H A P. THE eafy Jubduing of this infurretl:ion, which, by 
~the boldnefs of the undertaking, fl:ruck at firfi: a great 

1655· terror into the nation, was a fingular felicity to the pro· 
teB:or; who could not, without danger, h~ve brought 
together any confiderable body of his mutinous army, in 

order to fupprefs it. The very infurre'Cl:ion itfelf he re­
garded as a fortunate event; fince it -proved the reality of 

thofe confpiracies, which his enemies, on every occafion, 

reprefented as mere fictions, invented to colour his tyran­
nical feverities. He refolved to keep no I~nger any terms 

with the royalifrs, who, though they were not perhaps 

the mofl: implacable of his enemies, were thofe whom he 
could opprefs under the moH: plaufible pretences, and 

who met with leafl: countenance and protetl:ion from his­

adherents. He iffued an ediB: with the confent of his­

council,. for exaCting the tenth penny from that whole 

party; in order, as he pretended, to make them pay the 

expences, to which their mutinous difpofition continually 

expofed the public. Without regard to compofitions, 

articles of capitulation, or acts of indemnity, all the 

royalifl:s, however haraffed with former oppreffions, were 

obliged anew to redeem themfelves by great fums of 

money; aild many of them were reduced by thefe multi­

plied difafiers to extreme poverty. Whoever was known· 

to be difaffeCl:cd, or even lay under any fufpicion, though 

no guilt could be proved againfr him, was expofed to the 

new exaCl:ion. 

IN order to raife this impofition, which commonly 

pa!fed by the name of decimation, the protector in· 

ftituted twelve major-generals; and divided the whole 

kingdom of England into fo many military jurifclietions c. 

Thefe men, affified by commifiioners, had power to fub­

jcct whom they plcafed to decimation, to levy all the 

taxes impofed by the protector and his council, and to 

c. Parl, H ift. vol. xx. p. 4 3 3· 
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imprifon any perfon who fhou1d be expofed to their jea- c H Al P. 
LX. 

loufy or fufpicion; nor was there any appeal from them~ 

but to the protetl:or himtclf and his council. Under J65S• 

-colour of thefe power!i, which were fufficiently exor­

bitant, the major-generals exercifed an authority frill 
more arbitrary, and attrd as if abfolute mafters of the 

property and perfon of every fubject All reafonable 

men now concluded, that the very mafque of liberty was 

thrown afide, and that the nation was for ever fubjccted 

to military and defpotic government, exercifed not in the 

legal manner of European nations, but according to the 

maxims of eaflern tyranny. Not only the fupremc magif ... 

trate owed his authority to illegal force and ufurpation: 

He had parcelled out the people into fo many fubdivifions 

of flavery, and had delegated to his inferior m;nifters the 

fame unlimited authority, which he himfelf h01d fo vio .. , 

lcntly affumed. 

A r,ovERNMENT, totally military and defpotic, is al­

moft fure, after fame time, to fall into impotence and 

languor: But when it immediately fucceeds a legal con­

fiitution, it may, at firft, to foreign nations appear very 

vigorous and aCtive, and may exert with more unanimity 

that power, fpirit, and riches, which had been acquired 

under a better form. It feems now proper, after fo long 
. .State of 

an mterval, to look abroad to the general fiate of Europe, Europe. 

and to confider the meafures, which England, at this 

time, embraced in its negotiations with the neighbour-

ing princes. The moderate temper and unwarlike genius 

of the two Iafr princes, the extreme difficulties under 

which they laboured at home, and the great fecurity 

'which they enjoyed from foreign enemies, had rendered 

them negligent of the tranfactions on tb~ continent; an4 

England, during their reigns, had been, in a manner, 

overlooked in the general fyftem of Europe. The bold 

f4nd refilefs ge11ius ~f the protector led him to extend his 

R 3 allian~~s 
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c H A P. alliances and ·enterprizes to every part of Chrifrendom; 
LXI. d f l . . r .. ""----v--J and partly from the afcen ant o liS magnanimous 'pmt, 
1655• partly from the fituation of foreign kingdoms, the we;ght 

of England, even under its moP.: legal and bravefi princes, 
was never more fenfibly felt than during this unjuft and 
violent ufurpation. 

A wAR of thirty years, the m oft fignal and m oft de .. 
fiructive that had appeared in modern annals, was at la£1: 

:fini!hed in Germany" ; and by ilie treaty of W efiphalia, 

were compofed thofc fatal quarrels, which had been ex­
cited by the palatine's precipitate acceptance of the crown 
of Bohemia. The young palatine was refiored to part of 
his dignities and of his uominions e. The rights, pri­
vileges, and authority of the feveral members of the Ger­
manic body were fixed and afcertained: Sovereign princes 
and free fiates were in fome . degree reduced to obedience 
under laws: And by the valour of the heroic Gufiavus, 

the enterprizes of the aCl:ive Richelieu, the intrigues of 
the artful Mazarine, was in part effeCted, after an infinite 
expence of blood and treafure, what had been fondly ex­
pected and loudly demanded from the feeble efforts of the 

pacific J ames, fccolldcd by the fcanty fupplies of his jea­
lous parliaments. 

SwEDEN, ..,hich had aequired by conqueft: large do­

minions in the north of Germany, was engaged in enter­
prizes, which promifed her, from her fuccefs and valour, 
frill more extenfive acquifitions on the fide both of Po­
land and of Denmark. Charles X. who had mounted the 
throne of that kingdom after the voluntary refignation of 
Chrifiina, being fiimulated by the fame of Guflavus as 

well as by his own martial difpofition, carried his con .. 

i In 1648. 

e This prince, during the civil wars, had much negleCl:ed his uncle and 
· pay:!d court to the parliament: He accepted of a pen lion of Sooo }, a year 

fro;za them, and t;ok a pl.a~e in their afrembly of divine:;, 

querin{ 
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~uering arms to the fouth of the Baltic, and gained the C H A P. 
LXI. 

celebrated battle of Warfaw, which had been obfiinately ~ 
ilifputed during the fpace of three days. The protector, 1655· 

at the time his alliance was courted by every power in 

Europe, anxioufly courted the alliance of Sweden; and 
he was fond of forming a confederacy with a protefrant 

power of fuch renown, even though it threatened the 

whole north with conqueft and fubjetl:ion. 
THE tranfactions of the parliament and protector with 

France had been various and complicated. The emiffa­

ries of Richelieu had furnifhed fuel to the flame of rebel­

lion, when it firft broke $Ut in Scotland; but after the 
conflagration had diffufed itfelf, the French court, oor"rv­

ing the materials to be of themfelves fufficiently com­
buftible, found it unneceffary any longer to animate the 
Britifh malcontents to an oppofition of their fovereign. 

On the contrary, they offered their med iation for com­
pofing thefe inteftine diforders ; and their ambaffadors, 

from decency, pretended to aB: in concert wi th the court 
of England, and to receive direCtions from a prince, with 

whom their mafter was connected with fo near an affin ity. 

Meanwhile, Richelieu died, and foon after him, the 

French king, Louis XIII. leaving his fon an infant four 

years old, and his widow, Anne of Auftria, regent of the 
kingdom. Cardinal Mazarine fucceeded Richelieu in the 

miniftry; and the fame general plan of policy, though 
by men of fuch oppofite characters, was frill continued 

in the French counfels. The eftabliihment of royal au­

thority, the reduction of the AuR:rian family, were pur­
Cued with ardor and fuccefs; and every year brought an . 
acceffion of force and grandeur to the French monarchy. 
Not only battles were won, towns and fortreffes taken ; 

the genius too Q[ the nation fee~ed gradually to improve, 

and to compofe itfelf to the fpirit of dutiful obedience and 

of !leddy enterpri:z.e. A Conde, a Turenne were forQJed; 
R: 4 and 



~48 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAI·N. 

C H A P. and the troops, animated by their valour, and guided· by 
LXI. . d r. d ~their di(cipline, acquired every ay a greater atcen ant 
dsS· over the Spaniards. All of a fudden, from fome intrigues 

of the court, and fome difcontents in the courts of judi .. 
cature, intefiine commotions were excited, and every 
thing relapfed into confufion. But thefe rebellions of the 
French, neither ennobled by the fpirit of liberty, nor 
difgraced by the fanatical extravagances, which difl:in­

guifhed the Britifh civil wars, were conduCl:ed with little 
bloodlhed, and made but a fmall impreffion on the minds 
of the people. Though feconded by the force of Spain, 
and conducted by the prince of Conde, the malcontents, 
in a little time, were either expelled or fubdued ; and the 

French monarchy, having loft a few of its conquefls~ 
returned, with freih vigour, to the acqwifition of new do., 
minion. 

THE queen of England and her fon, Charles, during 
thefe commotions, paffed moft of their time at Paris; 
and notwithflanding their n~ar connexion of blood, re­
ceived but few civilities, and frill lefs fupport, from the 
French court. Had the queen regent b~en ever fo much 
inclined to affift the Englifh prince, the diforders of her 
own affairs, would, for a long time, have rendered fuch 

intentions impraCticable. The banifhed queen had a 
moderate penfion affigned her; but it was fo ill payed, 
~nd her credit ran fo low, that, one morning, when 
~he cardinal de Retz waited on her, the informed him, 
that her daughter, tne princefs Henrietta, was obliged 
to lie abed, for want of a fire to warm her. To fuch a · 
condition was reduced, in the miufr of Paris, a queen of 
~ngland, and daughter of Henry IV. of France! 
TH~ }:ngliih parliament, however, having affumed 

the fovereignty of the frate, refented the countenance, 
cold as it was, which the French court gave to the unfor .. 
tunate monarc;h. On pre~ence 9f injuries, of which the 

· fngl\Ql 
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Englilh merchants complained, they iffued letters of re- C H A. P. 
LXI. 

prifal upon the French ; and Blake went fo far as to~ 

attack and feize a whole fquadron of lhips, which were t
655• 

carrying fupplies to Dunkirk, then clofely befieged by the • 

Spaniards. That town, difappointed of thefe fupplies, 
fell into the hands of the enemy. The French minifiers 
foon found it neceffary to change their meafures. They 

treated Charles with fuch affected ·indifference, that he 
thought it more decent to withdraw, and prevent the indig-
nity of being defired to leave the kingdom. He went firfi: 

to Spaw, thence he retired to Cologne; where he lived two 

Y!!ars, on a fmall penfion, about 6ooo pounds a year, 
payed him by the court of France, and on fome contribu-
tions fent him by his friends in England. In the ma­
nagement of his family, he difcovered a difpofition to 

order and reconomy; and his temper, cheerful, care-

lefs, and fociable, was more than a fufficient compenfa-

tion for that empire, of which his enemies had bereaved 

him. Sir Edward Hyde, created lord-chancellor, and 

the marquefs of Ormond, were his chief friends and con-. 
fidents. 

IF the French minifl:ry had thought it prudent to bend 

under the Englilh parliament, they deemed it ftill more 

neceffary to pay deference to the protector, when he af­

fumed the reins of government. Cardinal Mazarine, by 

whom all the councils of France were directed, was artf~l 
and vigilant, fupple and patient, falfe and intriguing; 

defirous rather to prevail by dexterity than violence, and 

placing his honour more in the final fuccefs of his me~­

[ures than in the fplendor and magnanimity of the means, 

which he employed. Cromwel, by his imperious cha.., 
ratl:er, rather than by the advantage of his fituation, ac­
quired an afcendant over this man; and every propofal 

made by the protector, however unreaforiable in itfelf and 

t~r,ged with whatever infolence, met with a ready corn-
~ plian~q 
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c H A P. pliance from the politic and timid c.trdinal. Bourdeaux 
~was fent over to England as minifter; and all circum-

J655· fiances of refpeCl: were payed to the daring ufurper, who 
had imbrued his hands in the blood of his fovereign, a 
prince fo nearly related to the royal family of France. 
With indefatigable patience did Bourdeaux conduct: thii 
negotiation, which Cromwel feemed entirely to negleCl:; 
and though privateers with Englifu commiffions com­
mitted daily depredations on the French commerce, Maza­
rine was content, in hopes of a fortunate iffue, ftill to 
fubmit to thefe indignities r. 

THE court of Spain, lefs conneCled with the unfortu­
nate royal family, and reduced to greater diflrefs than the 
French monarchy, had been fiill more forward in her 
:tdvances to the profperous parliament and proteCtor. 
Don Alonzo de Cardenas, the Spanilh envoy, was the 
firfl public minifier, who recognized the authority of the 
new republic; and in return for this civility, Afcham 
was fent envoy into Spain by the parliament. No fooner 
had this minifler arrived in Madrid, than fome of the 
banilhed royalifls, inflamed by th~t inveterate hatred, 
which animated the .Englilh factions, broke into his 
chamber, and murdered him together with his fecretary. 
Immediately, they took fanCl:uary in the churches; and, 
affifi:ed by the general favour, which every where attended 
the royal caufe, were enabled, mofi: of them, to make 
their efcape. Only one of the criminals fuffered death; 
and the parliament fecmed to refi: fatisfied with this 
atonement. 

SPAIN, at this time, affailed every where by vigorous 
enemies from without, and labouring under many internal 

f Thmloe, vol. iii, P• 103. 619. 653. In the treaty, which was ligne 
after long ne,ociation, the proteCtor's. name was inferted before the French 
king's in that copy which remained in E.ogla.od. Thurloe, vol. vi. p. 116• 

See farther, vol. vii. p. 178. · 

difo.rders, 
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ciforders, retained nothing of her former grandeur, except C H A P. 
LX f. 

the haughty pride of her counfels, and the hatred and~ 

jeJloufy of her neighbours. Portugal had rebelled, and 1 655• 

efiablifhed her monarchy in the houfe of .J)raganza: Ca-

talonia, complaining of violated privileges, had revolted 

to France: Naples was fhak.en with popular convulfions: 

The Low Countries wer'e invaded with fuperior forces, 

and {eemed ready to change their maficr: The Spaniih 

infantry, anciently fo formidable, had been annihilated 

by Conde in the fields of Rocroy : And though the fame 

prince, banifhed France, fufiained by his acrivity and 

valour, the falling fortunes of Spain, he could only hope 

to protraCt, not prevent, the ruin, with which that mo­

narchy was vifibly threatened. 

HAD Cromwel underfiood and regarded the interefl:s of 

his country, he would have fupported the declining con­

dition of Spain againfl: the dangerous ambition of France, 

and preferved that balance of power, on w hi eh the great­

nets and fecurity of England fo much depend. Had he 

:fiudied only his own interefis, he would have maintained 

an exaCl: neutrality between thofe great monarchies; • 

nor would he have hazarded his ill-acquired and unfettled 

power, by provoking foreign enemies, who might lend 
affifi:ance to domefiic faCtion, and overturn his tottering 

throne. But his magnanimity undervalued danger: His 

aB:ive difpofition and avidity of extenfive glory, made 

him incapable of repofe: And as the policy of men is 

continually warped by their temper, no fooner was peace 

made with Holland, than he began to deliberate what 

new enemy he lhould invade with his viClorious arms. 

THE extenfive empire and yet extreme weaknefs of w ar wi~h 

Spain in the Wefr Indies; the vigorous courage and Spain. 

great naval power of England; were circumftance~, 

v;hich, when compared1 excited the ambition of t he 

4!nterprizing proteClor, and made him hope, that he 
might, 
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C H A P, might, by fome gainful c01quefr, render for ever illuf­
~ trious that dominion, which he had affumed over his 

J6SS• country. Should he fail <f thefe durable acquifitions, 
the Indian treifures, whid mufl: every year crofs the 
ocean to reach Spain, wen, he thought, a fure prey to 
the Englilh navy, and would fupport his military force, 
without his laying new wrthens on the difcontented 
people. From France a vgorous refifrance muft be ex­
petted : No pi under, no cmq uefts could be hoped for : 
The progrefs of his arms, even if attended with fuccefs, 
rnuft there be flow and gracual: And the advantages ac­
quired, however real, wculd be lefs fl:riking to • the 
multitude, wnom it was 1is intereft to allure. The 
royal family, fo clofely comeaed with the French mo­
narch, might receive great ~ftance from that neighbour .. 
ing kingdom; and an army )f French protefiants, landed 
in England, would be abe, he dreaded, to unite · tho 
moft oppofite facHons again! the prefent ufurpation g. 

THESE motives of policy were probably fe.conded by 
bis bigotted prejudices; as 10 hijman mind ever contain­
ed fo ftrange a mixture of ~gacity and abfurdit-y as that 
of this extraordinary perf01age. The Swedifu a11iance, 
though much contrary to the interefis of England, he 
had contracted, merely fron his zeal for proteftantifm Ja; 

and Sweden being clofely connected with France, he 
could not hope to maintair that confederacy, in which 
he fo much prided himfelfl fhould a rupture enfue be­
tween E11gland and this la:ter kingdom i. The Hugo­
nots, he expected, would meet with better treatment, 

r; See the account of the negociat!ms with France and Spain by Thurloe, 

vol. i. P• 7 59• 
h He propo{ed to Sweden a genera league and confederacy of all the pro­

tej\ants. Whitlocke, p. 62.o, Tlmloe, vol. vii . p. J. In order to judge 

of the maxims, by which he condueed his foreign politic~, [ee farther Thur­

l~e, vol. iv. p. 295 · 343· 441• vol. vi. p. 174• 
j TP,Ul·toe, vol. i. p. 1 P• 
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while he engaged in a clofe union with their fovereign k, C H A P. 

And as the Spaniards were nuch more papifis than the~~ 
French, were much more ex?ofed to the old puritanical J65S• 

hatred 1, and had even ereClcl the bloody tribunal of the 

inquifition, whofe rigours th(}' had refufed to mitigate on 

Cromwel' s fol ici tation m ; he hoped that a holy and meri-
torious war with fuch idolat~rs could not fail of protec-

tion from heaven n. A pre1cher likewifc, infpired, as 
was fuppofed, by a prophe:ic fpirit, bid him go and 

profper; calling him a }lone czt out of the mountains without 

hands, that would break the prde of the Spaniard, crujh An-

tichrijl, and make way for the purity if the Gofpel over the 

whole world 0 • 

AcTUA'J'ED equally by thefe bigotted, thefe ambi­

tious, and thefe interefied motives, the proteCl:or equipped 
two confiderable fq uadrons ; and while he was making 
thofe preparations, the nei~hbouring ftates, ignorant of 
his intentions, remained in fufpence, and looked with 

anxiotJs expeCl:ation on whtt fide the ftorm lhould dif­

charge itfelf. One of thefe f~uadrons, confifiing of thirty 

c:1pital fhips, was fent ino the Mediterranean under 

Blake, whofe fame was nov fpread over Europe. No 

Englilh fleet, except during the Crufades, had ever be­

fore failed in thofe feas; anc from one extremity to the 
other, there was no naval fcrce, Chriftian or Mahome­

tan, able to refifi them. The Roman pontiff, who(e 

weaknefs and whofe pride eqxally provoke attacks, dread­

ed invafion from a power, w1ich profdfed· the mofi inve­

terate enmity againfi him, :;nd which fo little regulated 
its movements by the ufual notives of interdl: and pru­
dence. Blake, cafiing anch)r before Leghorn, demanded 

k Thurlot-, vol. i. p. 75-9• 1 Id, ibid. 
m td. ibid. Don Alonzo faid, th.t the Indian trade and the inquilitiott 

were his mafier's two eye•, and the proteCtor infifted upon the putting out 

ltoth of them at once, "' Cnington, P• I!}'I· o Bates. 

and 
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c H A P. and obtained from the duke of Tufcany reparation for 
~fame lolfes, which the Engli(h commerce had formerly 

1655. fufiained from him. He next failed to Algiers, and 
compelled the dey to make peace, and to refirain his py- . 
ratical fu bjeB:s from farther violences on the Englilh. 
He prefented himfclf before Tunis; and having there 
made the fame demands, the dey of that republic bade 
him look to the cafi:les of Porto-Farino and Goletta, and 
do his utmofr. Blake needed not to be rouzed by fuch a 
bravado : He drew his lhips clofe up to the cafi:les, and 
tore them in pieces with his artillery. He fent a numer­
ous detachment of failors in their long hoats into the 
harbour, and burned every iliip which lay there. This 
bold aCtion, which its very temerity, perhaps, rendered 
fafe, was executed with little lofs, and filled all that part 

f>f the world with the renown of Englifh valour. 

THE other fquadron was not equally fu<;cefsfuJ. It Ja:na:ca 
conquered. was commanded by Pen, and carried on board 4000 

men, under the command of Venables. About sooa 
more joined them from Barbadoes and St. Chrifl:opher's. 
Both thcfe officers were inclined to the king's fervice P; 

and it is pretended, that Cromwel was obliged to hurry 
the foldiers on board, in order to prevent the execution 
of a confpiracy which had been formed among them, in 
favour of the exiled family q. The ill fuccefs of this 
enterprize may jufi:ly be afcribed, as much to the inju• 
dicious fchemes of the proteB:or, who planned it, as to 
the bad execution of the officers, by whom it was con• 
dueted. Th~ foldiers were the refufe of the whole army: 
The forces, inlifl:ed in the Weft Indies, were the moft 
profligate of mankind : Pen and V enables were of incom­
patible tempers: The troops were not furnilhed with 
arms fit for fuch an expedition : Their provifions were 
defeCl:ive both in quantity and quality: All hopes of pii .. 

P Clarendon. 'l Vita D. Berwici, p. 124. 
]age, 
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)age, the befi: incentive to valour among fuch men, were c H A P. 

refufed the foldiers and feamen : No directions or intelli-~ 
gence were given to condutl the officers in their enter- 1 65,;. 

prize: And at the fame time, they were tied down to 
follow the advice of commiffioners, who difconcerted 
them in all their projects r. 

IT was agreed by the admiral and general to attempt 13th April: . 

St. Domingo, the only place of ftrength in the ifiand of 

Hifpaniola. On the approach of the Englilh the Spa­
niards in a fright deferted their houfes, and Red into the 

woods. Contrary to the opinion of V enables, the fol­
diers were difembarked without guides ten leagues diftant 
from the town. They wandered four days through the 
woods without provifions, and what was fi:ill more into­
lerable in that fultry climate, without water. The Spa­
niards recovered fpirit, and attacked them. The Englilh, 
difcouraged with the bad condutl of their officers, and 
fcarcely alive from hunger, thirll, and fatigue, were un­
able to refifr. An inconfiderable number of the enemy 
put the whole army to rout, killed 6oo of them, and 

chafed the reft on board their veffels. 

THE Englilh commanders, in order to atone, as much 
as poffible, for this unprofperous attempt, bent their 
courfe to Jamaica, which was furrendered to them with­
out a blow. Pen and V enables returned to England, 
and were both of them fent to the Tower by the protec­
tor, who, though commonly mafter of his fiery temper, 
was thrown into a violent paffion at this difappointment. 
He had made a conquefr of greater importance, than he 
was himfelf at that time aware of; yet was it much infe­
rior to th~ vafi: projeCl:s, which he had formed. He gave 
grders, however, to fupport it by men and money ; and 
that ifland has ever fince remained in the hands of ~he 

r Burchet's Naval Hillory, Sec alfo Carte's Colleaio~ vol. ii, P• 46, 47• 

'l'hurlge, yol. iii. f• SO.)• 
Englifh; 
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c H .A P. Englilh; the chief acquifition which they owe to thd 
LXI. . • fi . . f C } "--=-v--' enterpnzmg p1nt o romwe • 
JfiSS• 

As foon as the news of this expedition, which was an 
unwarrantable violation of treaty, arrit-'ed 1n Europe, 
the Spaniards declared war againft England, and feized all 
the lhips and goods of Engliih merchants, of which they 
could make themfelves mafters. The commerce with 
Spain, fo profitable to the Englilh, was cut off; and near 
1500 veifels, it is computed S, fell in a few yeats into the 
hands of the enemy. Blake, to whom Montague was 
now joined in command, after receiving new orders, 
prepared himfelf for hofiilities againfi: the Spaniards. · 

SEVERAL fea officets, having entertained fcruples of 
confcience with regard to the jufiice of the Spanilh war, 
threw up their commiffions, and retired t. No commands; 
they thought, of their fuperiors could juftify a war, 
which was contrary to the principles of natural equity, 
and which the civil magHhate had no right to order. 
Individuals, they maintained, in refigning to the public 
their natural liberty, could befiow on it only what ·they 
themfelves were poifeffed of, a right of performing lawful 
actions, and could inveft it with no authority of com­
manding what is conttary to the decrees of hea~en. Such 
maxims, though they feem reafonable, are perhaps too 
perfect for human nature; and mufi: be regarded as one 
effeCt, though of the mofi innocent and even' honourable 
kind, of that fpirit, partly fanatical, partly republican, 
which predominated in England. 

!-uccers. BLA KE lay fome time off Cadiz, in expectation of in-
tercepting the plat!! fleet, but was at lafi . ob-liged, for 
want of water, to make fail towards Portugal. Captain 
Stayn~, whom he ha-d left on the coaft with a fquadroa 

• Thurloe, vol. iv. p. 1j)· World's Mi!fake in Oltver Cromv.-et, in the 
Had. Mif,;l. vol. i. t Thurloe, "Wol. iv. p. 5.7Q, s~t• 

of 
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of feven veifels, came in fight of the galleons, and im- C H A P. 

mediately fet fail to purfue them. The Spaniili admiral~ 
ran his £hip alhore : Two others followed his example ·: •6s6. 

'I. 'h E 1·n k 11..· 1 d .. 1• Sertember., e ng 1 1 too two 1wps va ue at near two m1L10n~ 
of pieces of eight. Two galleons were fet on fire; and 
the marquefs of Badajox, viceroy of Peru, with his wife 
and his daughter, betrothed to the young duke of l'vlc-
dina Celi, were defi:royed in them. The marquefs him-
felf might have efcaped ; but feeing thefe unfQrtunate 
women, afroni{hed with the danger, fall in a fwoon, and. 
perilh in the flames, he rather chofe to die with them 
than drag out a life, embittered with the remembrance of 
fuch difmal fcenes 11

• When the treafures, gained by this 
<mterprize, arrived at Portfmouth, the proteCtor, from a 
ii)irit of ofrentation, ordered them to be tranfported by 
iand to London, 

THE next action agninfr the Sparliards \vas niore ho· 
nourable, though lefs profitable, to the nation. Blake, 
having heard that a Spani{h fleet of fixteen £hips, much 
richer than the former, had taken ilielter in the Canaries, 
immediate! y made fail towards them. He found them in 
the bay of San~a Cruz, difpofed in a formidable pofi:ure. . 
The bay \\'as fecured with a firong caftle, well provided 
with cannon, betides feven forts in feveral parts of it, all 
united by a line of communication, m~n111ed with muf­
queteers. Don Diego Diagues, the Spnniili admiral, 
ordered all his fma!lcr veifels to moor clofe to the flwrc, 
and poil:ed the larger galleons farther off, at ancho_r, 
with their broadfides to the fea·. · 

BLAKE was rather ani:nated than dauntcu with this 
appearance. The wind feconded his courage, and blow­
ing full into the bay, in a moment brought him among 
the thickefi: of his enemies. After a relifl:ance of four 
hours, the Spaniards yielded to Engliih valour, and 

u Thar!or, vol. v. p. 433• 
TOJ.t VII.. S • r 
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c H A P. abandoned their fhips , which were fet on fire, and cott­

~ fumed with all their treafure. The greatefi danger fl:ill 
1656. remained to the E nglifh. They lay under the fire of the 

cafHes and all the forts, which muft, in a little time, 

have torn them in pieces. But the wind, fuddenly fhift­

ing, carried them out of the bay; where they left the 

Spaniards in aftonifhment at t?e happy temerity of their 

audacious viCtors. 

Ann de~th THIS was the lafl: and greatefl: aCtion of the gallant 
of admiral 
Blake. Blake. He was confumed with a dropfy and fcurvy, 

and hafl:ened home, that he might yield up his breath 

in his native country, which he had fo much adorned by 

his v;1lour. As he came within fight of land, he ex­

pired w. Never man, fo zealous for a faCtion, was fo 

much refpeCl:ed and efteemed even by the oppofite fac­

tions. He was by principle an inflexible republican; 

and the late ufurpations, amidft all the trufi and careffes, 

which he received from the ruling powers, were thought 
to be very little grateful to him. It is jtill our duty, he 

faid to the fcamen, to fight for our country, into what hands 
fo ever tl:e government may fall. D ifinterefted, generous, 

liberal; ambitious only of true glory, dreadful only to 
his avowed enemies ; he forms one of the moft perfeCl: 

charaB:ers of t~e age, and the leafl: fiained with thofe 

errors and violences, w·hich were then fo predominant. 

The proteB:or ordered him a pompous funeral at the pub­
lic charge: But the tears of his countrymen were the 

mofi: honourable panegyric on his memory. 

THE conduCt of the proteCl:or in foreign affairs, though 

imprudent and impolitic, was full of vigour and cnterprize, 
and drew a confideration to his country, which, fince the 

reign of Elizabeth, it feemed to have totaJJy loft. The 

great mind of this fuccefsful ufurper was intent on fpread­

ing the renown of the Englilh nation; and while he 

w :z.oth of .'\pril, 1657• 
:flruck 



ruck mankind with afionilhment at his extraordinary C f.J A P. 

fortune, he feemed to ennoble, inft ad of dcbaftng, that~~ 
people, whom he had reduced to fubje~lion. It was his 1G56. 

boafi, that he would render the name of an Englifhman 
as much feared and revered as ever was that of a Roman; 

and as his countrymen found fome re:.~lity in thefc prc-
tenfions, their national vanity, being g~·.:tified, made them 
bear with more patience all the indignities and calamitic~;_.~ 
t.md~r which they laboured. 

IT mufl: alfo be acknowledg~d, that the proteB:or, in Do!refiic 

his civil and domefric adminifhation, difipla}'ed as O'reat a ~ mi.ri_!ha-
e- t ~ on ot 

regard both to j ufi:ice and clemency, as his ufurped autbo- Cromwel. 

rity, derived from no la\Y, and founded only on the 

fword, could pombly permit. All the chief offices in the 

courts of j ud ic~ture were filled with men of integrity : 

Amiclft the virulence of faction, the decrees of the j uclges 

were upright and impartial : And to every man but him­

felf, and to himfelf, except where 1:eceffity required the 

contrary, the law was the great rule of condua and be­

haviour. Vane and Lilburn, whofe credit with the 

republicans and levellers he dreaded, were indeed for 

f~me time confined to prifon : Cony, who rcfufed to pay 

illegal taxes, was obliged by menaces to depart from his · 
obftinacy : High courts of juftice were ercB:ed to try 

thofe who had engaged in confpiracies and infurreetions 

againfl: the proteCtor's authority, and w~om he cou~d not 
fafely commit to the verdict of juries. Eut thefe irregu­

larities were deemed inevitable conft.:9uenccs of his illegal 

authority. And though often urged by his officers, as 
is pretended X, to attempt a general maHacre of the roy­

alifts, he always with horror rejected fuch f.mguinary 

counfels. 

IN the army was-laid the foie bafis,of the protec1or's 

power; and in managing it confified the chief art and 

x Clarendon, Life of Or. Berwick, &c. 
s 2 delicacy 
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.C H A P. delicacy of his government. The fo]diers were hdd in 
~exaCt difcipline; a policy, which both accuftomeu them 

x6s6. to obedience, and made them lefs hateful and burthen­

fome to the people. He augmented their pay; though 

the public ncceffities fome times obliged him to run in 

arrears to them. Their interefts, they were fenfible, 

were clofely connected with thofe of their general and 

proteCtor. And he entirely commanded their affeCtionate 

'egard, by his abilities and fuccefs in almoft every enter­

prize, which he had hitherto undertaken. . But all mili­
tary government is precarious; much more where it ftands 

in oppofition to civil eftabli!hments ; and fiill more, 

where it encounters religious prejudices. By the wild 

fanaticifm, which he had nourilhed in the foldiers, he 

had feduced them into meafures, for which, if openly 

propofed to them, they would have entertained the utmoft 

a"'erfion. But this fame fpirit rendered them more diffi­

cult to be governed, and made their caprices terrible even 

to that hand, which directed their movements. So often. 

taught, that the office of king was an ufurpation upon 

Chrifr, they were apt to fufpeet a protector not to be 
altogether compatible with that divine a~thority. Har­

rifon, though raifed to the highefi dignity, and poffe!fed 

of Cromwel's confidence, became his moft inveterate 

enemy as foon as the authority of a fingle perfon was 
efiablifued, againft which that ufurper had always made 

fuch violent proteftations. Overton, Rich, Okey, offi­

cers of rank in the army, were actuated with like prin­

cip1es, and Cromwel· was obliged to deprive them of their 

commiffions. Their influence, which was before thought 

unbounded among the troops, feemed from that moment 

to be totally annihil.ated. 

THE more effeEtually to curb the enthufiafiic and fe­

ditious fpirit of the troops, Cromwel efi:abliilied a kind 

f militia in the feveral counties. Companies of infantry 
and 
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and ea ra ty were cnlified under proper officers, regular c H A P. 

pay dift :buted among .them, and a refource by that means~ 
provided both againfi the infurreCl:ions of the royalifis, 1656. 

an &41ut;ny of the army. 

GIG ~ can neva be deemed a point of fmall con­
fe(. · n~ in r:'vil government; But during this period, 

it £J l . be. rer.-atdc as the great fpring of men's aCtions 

arH c;: err.m. ion • Though tranfported, himfelf, with 

the 1 {t fr~ tiC v himfics, Cromwel had adopted a fcheme 

for t:f:_U a ing thi pr; n~iple in others, which was fagaci­

ous ··nd oli.:c..a!. Dcing rcfolved to maintain a national 

eh rch ~ t determined neither to admit epi fcopacy 

nor prdb/t Y> he t:fl~:.>lifhed a number of commiffioners, 

uncle· the nam(; of iJ)ers, partly laymen, partly ecclefi­
aH ics, one preibyterians, fome independents. Thefe 

prcfented to all livings, which were formerly in the gift 

of the cro vn; they exam ined and admitted fuch perfons 

as re eived holy ordets; and they infpeCl:ed the lives, 
doctrine, and behaviour of the clergy. Infiead of fup­

porting that union between learning and theology, which 

has fo long been attempted in Europe, thefe tryers em­

braced the latter principle in its full purity, and made it 

the fole objeCl: of their examination. The candidates 

were no more perplexed with quefiions concerning their 

progrefs in Greek and Roman erudition; concerning 

their talent for profane arts and fciences: The chief object 
of fcrutiny regarded their advances in grace, and fixing 

the critical moment of their converfion. 

WITH the pretended faints of all denominations Crom­

wel was familiar and eafy. Laying afide the fiate of pro­
tector, which, on other occafions, he well knew how to 
maintain, he infinuated to them, that nothing but necef­

fity could ever oblige him to invefi himfelf with it. He 

talked fpiritually to them; he fighed, he weeped, he 

canted) he prayed. He even entered with them into an 
S 3 emulation 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C ~ ~ P. emulation of ghofHy gifts; and thefe men, inflead of 

~grieving to be out done in their own way, were proud, 

1 656. that"his highnefs, by his princely example, had dignified 

thofe praCl:.ces, in which they themfelves were daily cc­

cupied r. 
IF Cromwel might be faid to adhere to any particular 

form of religion, they were the independents who could 

chiefly boafi of his favour; and it may be affirmed, that 

fuch paftors of th1t fecr, as were not paffionately addiCted 

to civil liberty, \Y~re a)l of them devoted to him. The 

preiliyterian clergy alfo, faved from the ravages of the 

anabaptias and millenarians, and enjoying their efl:a­

blifhments and tythes, were not averfe to his government; 

thougl~ he frill. entertained a great jealoufy of that ambi­

tious and reftlefs fpirit, by which they were aCtuated. He 

granted an unbounded liberty of confcience, to all but 

c::.tholics and. prelatifis; and by that means, he both 

attached the wild feetaries to his perfon, and employed 

them in curbing the domineering fpirit of the prefby­

tcrians. '' I am the only man," he was often heard 

to fay, " wlw has kno\vn how to fubdue that infolent 

." feet, which can fufl~r none but itfelf." 

THE prote!l:ant zeal, which poffeffed the prcfbyterians 

and inJependents, was highly gratified py the haughty 

manner, in which the proteCtor fo fuccef.5fully fupported 

th~ perfecuted protefrflnts throughout all Europe. Even 

the duke of Savoy, fo remote a power, and fo little ex-

Y Cromwel followed, though but in part, the advice which he received 

from general Harrifon, at the time when the intimacy and endearment 

moft firongly fublifi.ed l-etwixt them, " Let the waiting uron Je~ovab1 '' 
faid that military faint, •' be the greateft and moft confiderablc bufin!fs you 

'' have every cay: Reckon it fo, rrore than to eat, Jleep} and council toge­

cc tber, Run afide fometimes from your tompany, and get a word with th.­

u Lord, \¥hy fuould not you hne three or four precious fouls always ftand­
•• ing at your elbow, with whom you might now and then turn into a cor­

" ner; I have found ref:elhmcnt and mercy in fuch a way." 

' Milton's ft•te papers, p. t~ 

pofed 
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pofed to the nav~l force of England, was obliged, b~r the C H A P. 
LXI. 

authority of Fra.nce, to comply with his mediation, and "----y---J 

to tolerate the protefl:ants of the vallics, aaainfi whom J656. 

that prince had commenced a furious per cc· tion. France 
_ itfelf was confirained to bear, not only with the religion, 

but e~en, in fome infiances, with the feditious infolence 

of the Hugonots; and when the French court applied for 
a reciprocal toleration of the catholic religion in England, 
the proteCtor, who arrogated in every thiug the fuperi­
ority, would hearken to no fuch propofal. He had en­
tertained a project of infiituting a college in imitation of 
that at Rome, .for the propagation of the, faith; and his 
apo!Hes, in zeal, though nut in unanimity, had cer­
tainly been a full match for the Catholics. 

CROMWEL retained the church of England in con­
ftraint; though he permitted its clergy a little more 
liberty than the republican patliament had formerly al­
lowed. He was pleafed, that the f~perior lenity of his 
adminifiration lhouiJ in every thing be remark d. He 
bridled the royalifis, both by the army which he retai ed, 
and by thofe fecret fpies, which he found means to inter­
mix in all their counfcls. Manning be· ng de ~.cted and 
punilhed with death, he corrupted Sir RI(, ard \Villis, 

who was much trufied hy chancellor H de and all the 
royalifis; and by means of this man he was let into cveiy 
rlefign and confpiracy of the party. He could difconcert 
any project, by confining the perfons who we e to be the 
actors in it; and as he refl:ored them aftenv rd~ to 11 erty, 

his feverity paffed only for the refult of gt.neral je:doufy 
and fufpicion. The fecret fource of his intelligence re­
mained frill unknown and unfufpetl:ed. 

CoNSPIRACIES for an affaffination he was chiefly afraid 
of; thefe being defigns, which no prud~nce or vigilance 
could evade. Colonel Titus, under the name of Allen, 
had written a fpirited difcourfe, exhorting every one to 

S 4 embrace 
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C H A P. embrace this method of vengeance; and Cromwel knew, 
LXI. • 

'---v--' that the inflamed minds of the royal party were fuffict-

J6s6. ently dii}Jofed to put the dotlrine in praB:ice againft him. 

He openly told them, th:1t ::dlaffinations were bafe and 

odious, and he never would commence hofiilities by fo 

fhameful an expedient; but if the firft attempt or pro­

vocation came from them, he would retaliate to the ut­

termoft. He had infhuments, he faid, whom he could 

employ; and he never would defifi, till he had totally 

exterminated the royal family. This me~ace, more than 

all his guards, comributcd to the fecurity of his perfon ~· 

TI-iERE was no point about which the proteCl:or was 

more folic!tous th:!n to procure intelligence. This arti­

cle alone, it is faiJ, coil: him fixty thoufand pounds a, 

year. Poftmaflers, both at home and abroad, were 

in his pay: Carriers were fearched or bribed: Secre­

taries and clerks were corrupted : The greateft zea­

lots in all parties were often thcfe who conveyed pri­

vat~ information to him: And nothing could efcape 

his vigilant enquiry. Such at leaft is the reprefent­

ation made by hifi:orians of Cromwel's aclminifi:ration: 

But it muft be confdfed, that, if we may judge by thofe 

volumes of Thurloc's papers, which have been lately 

publi!hed, this affair, like many others, has been greatly 

magnified. We fcarcely find by that colleCt:ion, that any 

fccret counfels of foreign fiates, except thofe of Holland, 

which are not e~pec1cd to be concealed, were known to 

the proteCtor. 

1~HE general behaviour and deportment of this man, 

who had been raifcJ from p. very private fL.ltion, who had 

paffcd moft of his youth in the coul!try, and who was 

Hill confhaincci fo much to frequent bad company, was 

fuch as might befit the greatefr monarch. He maintained 

~ dignity without either affeCl:ation or ofientation; and 

z ~ee note [ K J at the end of the voiume. 
fupporteq 
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fupported with all !hangers that high idea, with which his C H A P. 

great exploits and prodigious fortune had imprdfed them.~ 
Among his ancient friends, he could relax himfelf; and 1656. 

by trifling and amufement, jcfiing and making verfes, he 

feared not expoiing hirnfelf to their mofr familiar ap-

proaches a. With others, he fometimes pu1hed matters to 

the length of rufric buffoonery; and he would amufe him-

felf by putting burn:ng coals into the boots and hofe of 

the officers, who attended him be Before the king's trial, 

a meet' ng was agreed on between the chiefs of the repub-

lican party and the general officers, in order to concert 

the model of that free government, which they were to 

fubfritute, in the room of the monarchical confi:itution, 

now totally fubverted. After debates on this fubjecr, the 

mofi important, that could fall under the difcuffion of 

human creatures, Ludlow tells us, that Cromwel, by way 

of frolic, · threw a culhion at his head; and when Ludlow 

took up another cufhion, in order to return the compli-

ment, the general ran down fiairs, and had almofr fallen 

in the hurry. When the high court of jufiice was fign-

ing the warrant for the execution of the king, a matter, if 

-poffible, frill more ferious; Cromwel, taking the pen in 

his hand, before he fubfcribed his name, bedaubed with 

ink the face of Martin, who fat next him. And the pen 

being delivered to Martin, he pracrifcd the fame frolic 

upon Cromwel c. He frequently gave feafb to his in-

ferior officers; and when the meat was fet upon the table, 

a fignal was given ; the foldiers rulhed in upon them ; 

and with much noife, tumult, and confufion, ran away 

with all the difues, and difappointcd the guefrs of their 

e~petl:eJ meal d. 

TJ1A T vein of frolic and pleafantry, which made a part, 

powever inconfifient, of Cromwel's charaCter, was apt 

fometimes to betray him into other inconfifrcncies, and 

a Whitlocke, p, 647• 
c Trial of the regicide~. 

b )3ates. 

a. Ba~es. 

to 
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C H A P. to difcovcr itfelf even where religion might feem to be & 
LX I. 1" d I . d. . h .) fi . '---v---' Ittle concerne .. t 1s a .tra Jtlon, t at, one uay, lttmg 

1656. at table, the p.roteB:or bad a bo::tlc of wine brought him; 
of a kind which he ~alued fo highly, that he mufi: needs 

· open the bottle himfelf :. But i.Q attempting it, the cork­
fcrew dropt from his hand. Immediately his courtiers and 
gcne~als flung themfelves on the flqor to recover it. Crom­
wel burfi: out a laughing. Shou~d any fool, faid he, put in his 
head at the.door, he wouldfancy, from your poJiure, that )'OU 

'U:ere feel-ing .the Lord; and )'Ott are 01~/y Jceking a cork fcreVJ. 

AMIDST all the unguarded p!ay and buffooLery of this. 
fingular perfonage, he took the opportunity of remarking 
the char .. .Ctets, defigns, and weakneffes of men ; and he 
would fome ir es pufh them, by an indulgence in wine, 
to open to him the mofl: fecret receucs of their bofom. 
Great 'r~g'4l~rity, however, and even, aufierity of man­
ners were always maintain d in his court; and he was 
careful nev;r by any Elfertiq to give oflcnce to the mofr 
rigid of the godly. Some fh e 1-v~s upheld; but with little 
expencc, and without any f1lendor. The nobility, though 
courted by i.irn, kept at a difrance, and difdained to in­
termix with thofe mean perfons, wh~ were the infiruments 
of his government. Without departing from reconomy, 
he w::.s generous to thofe who ferved him; and he knew 
how to find out and en gage in his in terefis every man pof­
feifed of thcfc talents, which any particular employment 
demanded. His generals, his admirals, his judges, his 
ambaffadors, were perfons, who contributed, all of them, 
in their fev::ral fphcres, to the fecurity of the protector, 
and to the honour and interefr of the nation. 

UNDER pretence of uniting Scotland and Ireland in one 
commonwealth with England, Cromwell had reduced 
thofe kingdoms to a total fubjeB:ion; and he treated them 
entirely as conquered provinces. The civil adminifira­
tion of Scotland was placed in a cou11Cil, confifi:ing 

mofily 
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mofl:ly of l!.ng:1ilh, of whkh lord B•oghil was prefidcnt. CH ~ P. 

Jufi:ice wa~ adminifl:~rcd by fe•·tn j u~ges, four of whom~ 
were Eno·liih. In ord.::r to curb the tvr· nnic:J.1 nobilitv, 1658'. 

" ~ 

he both aboiifheJ all vaffi1lage.! and re~ived the office of 

jufiice of ptf!ce, :y.rhich king Jam"' had introduced, but 
was not able to fupport f. A long, line of .forts a~d gar­

rifons was maintained throughout the kir.tydom.. An 
• I J • 

army of Io,ooo men g kept every thing :n pea:..·e . and 

obedience; and neither the banditti ?f _th; ;;o~Intains ~or 
the bigots of the low countries could indulge their incli­

nation to turbule;~e and d!fordcr. He courted the prct­

byterian clergy; though he nouri{hed ~hat intcfiine enmity 

which prevailed .between the refolutioners and protefrers; 

and he found, that very little policy was rcquifite to fo­

ment quarrels among theologians. He permitted no 

church dfemblies ; being fepiible that fro!n thence had 

proceeded many of the p"'fr diforders. And in the main, 

the Scot-s were obliged to acknowledge, that never before, 

while they enjoyed their irrcg lar, f.acrious lit erty, had 
they attained fo much pappine[s as at· prefent, v hen re­

duced to fubjcetion under a fore'gn narion. 

THE protector's adminifl:ration of Ircla-r~d WflS more fe­

vere and violt:;nt. The govcrnm nt of that i!L Itd was fidl: 

entrufi:ed to Fieetwood, a notori.Qus fma ic, who lu.l.d mar­

ried lreton's widow; then to Henry Cromwel, iecond fon 

of the protector, a young man of an ami.!ble mild difpofi­

tion, and not defiitutc of. vigor and capacity. Above five 

millions of acres, forfeited either by the popilh rebels or 

by the adherents of the king, were divided, partly among 

the adventurers, who had advanced mopey to the parlia­

ment, partly among the Engliih foldiers, who had an ears 

due to them. Examples of a more fudd n and violent 

change of property are fcarcely to b~ found in auy hifrory. 

An order was even i1Tued to confine all the native Irif.u to 

e Whitlocke, p. 570. f Thurluc, vol. i\', p. 57• 
I Thurloe, vol, vi, P• SS7• 

the 
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C H A P. the province of Connaught, where they would be fhut up 
LXI • · 1 k d . d ] d . "--y---J by nvers, a es, an mountams, an cou not, 1t was 

1656. hoped, be any longer dangerous to the Englifh govern­
ment: But this barbarous and abfurd policy, which, from 

an impatience of attaining immediate fecurity, mufi have 
depopulated all the other provinces, and rendered the Eng­
lilh efiates of no value, was foon abandoned as imprac· 

ticable. 
)lew parlia- CRoMWEL began to hope, that, by his adminifiration, 
ment. attended with fo much lufire and fuccefs abroad, fo much 

order and tranquillity at home, he had now acquired fuch 
authority as would enable him to meet the reprefentatives 

of the nation, and would affure him of their dutiful com­

pliance with his government. He fummoned a parlia­
ment; but not trufiing altogether to the good will of the 
people, he ufed every art, which his new model of repre­
fcntation allowed him to employ, in order to influence 
the eleCtions and fill the houfe with his own creatures. 

Ireland, being entirely in the hands of the army, chofe 
few but fuch officers as were moft acceptable to him. 
Scotland fhowed a like compliance; and as the nobility 
and gentry of that kingdom regarded their attendance on 
Engliih parliaments as an ignominious badge of flavery, it 

was,. on that account, more eafy for the officers to prevail 

in the eleCtions. Notwithfianding all thefe precautions, 

the proteCtor frill found, that the majority would not be 

,
1

tbofSep. favourable to him. He fet guards, therefore, on the door, 
te:mber. who permitted none to enter but fuch as produced a war­

rant from his council ; and ·the council rejeaed about a 
hundred, who either refufed a recognition of the proteaor's 
government, or were on other accounts obnoxious to him. 
Theie protefl:ed againft fo egregious a violence, fubverfive 
of all liberty; but every application for redrefs was neg• 
leeted both by the council and the parliament. 

THE majority of the parliament, by means of thefe 
.arts and violences, was now at laft either friendly to the 

protector, 
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proteCl:or, or refolved, by their compliance, to adjufr, if C ~x1 P. 

poffible, this military government to their laws and liber- "---v---J 
ties. They voted a renunciation of all title in Charles 1656• 

Stuart or any of his family ; and this was the firfi: aa, 
dignified with the appearance of national confent, which 
ha ever had that tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order 
to found the inclinations of the houfe, ventured to move, 
that the parliament thould befrow the crown on Cromwel; 
and no furprize or reluctance was difcovered on the occa-
fion. When Cromwel afterwards afked Jephfon what in-
duced him to make fuch a motion, "As long," faid Jeph-
fon, " as I have the honour to fit in parliament, I mufi: 
~' follow the diCl:ates of my own confcience, whatever 
" offence I may be fo unfortunate as to give you.'' " Get 
" thee gone," faid Cromwel, giving him a gentle blow 
on the 1houlder, " get thee gone, for a mad fe11ow as 
" thou art." 

IN order to pave the way to this advancement, for which 
he fo ardently longed, Cromwel refolved to facrifice his 
major-generals, whom he knew to be extremely odious to 
the nation. That meaf ure was alfo become neceffary for 
his own fecurity. All government, purely military, 
EluCl:uates perpetually between a defpotic monarchy and a 
defpotic arifrocracy, according r.,s the authority of the 
chief commander prevails, or that of the officers next him 
in rank and dignity. The major·generals, being poffeff'­
ed of fo much diftinCl: jurifditlion, began to efiablilh a 
feparate title to power, and had rendered themfelves for­
midable to the proteCl:or bimfelf; and for this inconveni­
ence, though he had not forefeen it, he well knew, be­
fore it was too late, to provide a proper remedy. Clay­
pole, his fon-in-law, who poffeffed his confidence, aban­
doned them to the pleafure of the houfe; and though _ 
the name was frill retained, it was agreed to abridge, or 
rather entirely annihilate, tbe power of the major-gene­
ralS". 

AT 
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t H A P. AT len'gth,' a ·~otion i~ fortn w~s made by alderman 
.. LXI. , . be c · n. · ~ P,lck, one· of the. cny mem rs, 10r mve~Llng the protcc-

1656· tor 'with the dignity 'of king. This motion, at firfi, ex­

cited great difordcr, and divided the whole houfe into 

par ~. ic.s. The chief oppofition came from the ufual ad­

herents of the protcClor, the major-generals and fuch 

o~cers as depended on them. Lambert, a man of deep 

intribue and .of great intereft in the army, had long en­

t~rt :-: ined the ambition of fucceeding Cromwel in the pro­

teB:odhip ; and he forefaw, that, if the monarchy w~re 

rcfrored, hcrditary right wo~ld al fo be efiablifhed, and 

t!'le crown be tranfmitted to the pofterity of the prince 

fir!l: elcCl:~d. He p1eaded, thcr~fore, confcience; and 

rouzing all thofe civil and relit!;ious jeal9ufits again!l: 

kingly government, which had been fo indufirioufly en­

couraged among the foldiers, and which fcrved them as a 
pretence for fo many violences, he raifed a numerous, and. 

ibfi more tormid;,hie p~rty againfi: the. motion . . 

ON the otner hand, the motion ;vas fupported by evety 

one, ·who \Vas moi·e particularly devoted to the proteCtor, 

and who hoped, by fo acceptable a meafure, to pay court 

to the prevailillg authority. Many pcrfons alfo, attached 

to their country, defpaired of ever being able to fubvert 

the prefent illegal !l:~lifhment, and were de!irous, by 
nxing it on ancient foundations~ to induce the protector, 

from vievvs of his own fafety, to pay a regard to the an .. 

cient laws and liberties of the kingdom. Even the 

royalifis imprudently joined in the meafure; and hoped, 

that, when the qucilion regarded only perfons, not forms 

of government, no one would any longer balance between 

the ancient royal family, and an ignoble ufurper, who, 

by blocdJ t;cafon, and perfidy, had made his way to the 

t6s7• thron~. The bill was voted by a confiderable majority; 
=:rown of-
ered to and a committee was appointed to rcafon \V'ith the pro-

::romwel. teCl:or, and to ov~rcome thofe fcrupl~s, which he pre-

tended again!l: accepting fo liberal an offer. 
4 THE 
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THE conference lafi:ed for fcveral days. The corn- C .H AP. 

E , d LXI rnittce urged, that all the fiatutes and cufioms of ng!an "--v--J 
were founded on the fuppofition of re,.a authori~y, and 1657_

1 ' 9th Ap1. could not, without extreme violence, be a a· uficd to ar.y 
ether form of government: That a proteCl·or, except 
during the minority of a king, was a name utterly un-
known to the laws; and no man was acqu~iJ:1tecl_'with the 
extent or limits of his authority: Thut if it \Y.crc ~ttcmpt-
ec to define every part of his jurifdiClion,' many 'years·, if 
'not qges, would be required for the execution of fo com-
plicat~d a work; if the whole power of the king \Vcrc at 

· once trAnsferred to him, the qucfl:ion was plainly about a 
name, and the preference was undifputab1y due to the 
:ancient title: That the Engli!h confl:itution was more 
anxious CQ~cerning the form of government than concern­
ing the birtfu:ight of the frrft magifirate, and had provided, 
by an exprefs 1'\,w of Henry VII. foz: the fecurity of thofe 
who aB: in dcfe~~ of the king in being, by whatever 
means he might have acquired poffeffion: That it was ex­
tremely the intereft of all his Highnefs's friends to feek 
the 1helter of this fiatute; and even the people in general 
were dcftrous of fuch a fcttlemcnt, and in all juries were 
with great diffi~ulty induced to give their verdiCt: in fa­
vour of a proteCtor : That the great fource of all the late 
commotions had been the jealoufy of liberty; <!nd that a 
republic, together with a proteCtor, had b en efrablilhed 
in order to provide farther fecurities for the freedom of the 
<:onflitution; but that by experience the remedy had been 
found infufficient, even dangerous and pernicious; fince 
every undeterminate power, fuch as that of a proteB:or, 
muft be arbitrary; and the more arbitrary, as it was con­
trary to the genius and inclination of the people. 

THE difficulty confifred n~t in perfwading CromweJ. 
He was fufficiently convinced of the folidity of thefe rea­
fons; and his inclination, as well as judgment, was en­
tirely on the fide of the committee, But how to bring 

over 
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. c H A P. over the foldiers to the fame way of thinking was the 
LXI. 
~ quefiion. The office of king had been painted to them 

1657· in fuch horrible colours, that there were no hopes of ra­

conciling them fuddcnly to it, even though befiowcd upon 

their general, to whom they were fo much devoted. A 

contra2iB:ion, open and direcr, to all pa£t profeffions would 
make them pafs, in the eyes of the whole nation, for the 

mofr lhamelefs hypocrites, inlifl:ed, by no other than mer­

cenary motives, in the caufe of the mofr perfidious traitor. 

Principles, fuch as they were, had been encourag~ in 

them by every confideration, human and divine; and 

though it w~s eafy, where intereft concurred, tc> deceive 

them by the thinneft difguifes, it might be found danger­

ous at once to pull off the mafq ue, and to fnow them in 

a full light the whole crime and deformity of £heir con­

duB:. Sufpended between thefe fears and }1js own moft 

ardent defires, Cram wel protratl:ed the time, and feemed 

frill to oppofe the reafonings of the committee; in hopes, 
that by artifice he might be abie to reconcile the refractory 

minds of the foldiers to his new dignity. 

WHILE the protector argued fo much in contradiCl:ion 

both to his judgment and inclination, it is no wonder, 

that his elocution, always confufed, embarraffed, aoo 

unintelligible, ihould be involved in tenfold darknefs, 

and difcover no glimmering of common fenfe or reafon. 
An exact account of this conference remains, and may 

be regarded as a great curiofity. The members of the 

committee, in their reafonings, difcover judgment, know­

ledge, elocution: Lord Broghiil in particular exerts him­

felf on this memorable occafion. But what a contrafr, 

when we pafs to the proteCtor's replies ! After fo fingular 

a manner does nature difl:ribute her talents, that, in a na• 

tion abounding \Vith fcnfe and learning, a man, who, by 

fuperior perfonal merit alone, had made his way to fu• 

preme dignity, and had even obliged the parliament to 

make him a tender of the crown, w~s yet incapable of 
3 expreffin~ 
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expreffing himfelf on this occafion, but in a manner C It A P. 
. h r. f h a , . . Id LXI. whtc a peatant o t e mon: oramary carac1ty wou ,__.....___, 

juftly be alhamed ofh. 1657• 

THE oppofition, which · Cromwel dreaded, was not 

that which came from Lambert and his adherents, whom 

he now regarded as capital enemies., and whom he was 

refolved, on the fir£1: occafion, to deprive of alJ power and 

authority : It was that which he met with in his own 

family, and from men, who, by intereft as well as incli-

h We fhall produce any paffage at random: f'or his diicourfe is all of a 
piece. " I confefs, for it behoves me to deal plainly with you, I muft con­
" fefs) I would fay, I hope, I may be underftood in this, for indeed I muft 
•r be tender what I fay to fuch an ausience as this; I fay, I would be under­
., ftood, that in this argument I do not make parallel betwixt men of a dif­
'' ferent mind and a parliament, which thall have their defires. I knew 

" there is no comparifon, nor can it be urged upon me, that my words have 
•• the leaO: colour that way, becaufe the parliament feems to give liberty to 

•' me to fay any thing to you; as that, that is a tender of my humble reafons 
u and judgement and opinion to them; and if I think they are fuch and will 
•r be fuch to them, and are faithful fervants, and will be fo to the fupreme 

" authority, and the legillative wherefoever it . is: If, I fay, I lhould not 
•r tell you, knowing their minds to be fo, I fhould not be faithful, if I 

•• thould not tell you fo, to the end you may report it to the parliament: I 

" thall fay fomething for myfelf, for my own mind, I do profefs it, J am 
" not a man ferupulous about words or names d fuch things I have not: 
•• But as I have the word of God, and I hope 1 lhall ever have it, for the 
•• rule of my confcience, for my informations J fo truly men that have been 

•c led in dark paths, through the providence and difpenfation of God; ~lly 
•• furely it is not to be objeCted to a man; for who can love to walk in the 

•• dark? But providence does fo difpofe. And though a man may impute 
•c his own folly and blindnefs to providence finfully, yet it mu'ft be at my 
cc peril; the cafe may be that it is the providence of God, that doth lead 

u men in darknefs: I muft need fay, that 1 have had a great deal of experi. 

" ence of providence, and though it is no rule without or againfl: the word, 
cc yet it is a very good expofitor of the word in many cafes." Conference at 

Whitehall. The great defect in Oliver's fpeeches confills not in his want of 

elocution, but in his want of ideas. The fasacity of his aCtions, and the 
abf~rdity of his difcourfe, form the moO: prodigious contraft that ever was 

known. The colleCl:ion of all his fpeeches, letters, fermons {for he alfo 
wrote fermons) would make a great curiofity, and with a few exceptions 

Plight juO:ly pafs for one of the moft nonfenfical books in the world. 

Vo:r.. VII. natio~ 
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c H A P. nation, were the moft devoted to him. Fleetwood had 

~ married his daughter: De!borow his fifl:er: Yet thef• 
J657· men, aauated by principle alone, could, by no perfua­

fion, artifice, or entreaty, be induced to confent, that 
their friend and patron fuould be invefted with regal dig­
nity. They told ~im, that, if he accepted of the crown, 
they would inftantly throw up their commiffioos, and 
never afterwards fuould have it in their power to ferve 
him i, Colonel Pride procured a petition againfl: the 

office of king, figned by a majority of the officers, who 
were in London and the neighbourhood. Several perfons; 

it is faid, had entered into an engagement to murder 

the protetl:or within a few hours after he lhould have 

accepted the offer of the parli~ment. Some fudden mu­

tiny in the army was juftly dreaded. And upon the . 

whole, Cromwel, after the agony and perplexity of long 

He rejech doubt, was at laG: obliged to refufe that crown, which 
it, the reprefentatives of the nation, in the moft folemn 

manner, had tendered to him. Moll: hifl:or.ians are in­

clined to blame his choice; but he mufl: be allowed the 
bell judge of his own fituation. And in fuch c~mpli­
cated fubjetl:s, the alteration of a very minute circurn­

fb nee, unknown to the fpetl:ator, will often be fu:fficient 

to caft the balance, and render a determination, which, 

in ,itfelf, may be uneligible, very prudent, or even abfo­

lutely neceffary to the actor. 

A DREAM or prophecy, lord Clarendon mentions, 
which he affirms (and he mufi: have known the truth), 

was univerfally talh·d of almoft from the beginning of the 

civil wars, and long before Cromwel was fo confiderable 

a perfon as to befl:ow upon it any degree of pro~ability. 
' In this prophecy it was foretold, that Cromwel thould be 

the greatefl: man in England, and would nearly, but n•­

ver would fully, mount the throne. Such a prepoffeffion: 

Thurloe, vol. vi. p. 261, 

probably 
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})robably arofe from the heated imagination either of him- c H A P. 

felf or Gf his followers; and as it might be one caufe of~ 
the great progrefs, which he had already made, it is not 1657• 

an unlikely reafcn, which may be affigned, for his refu-

ting at this time any farther elevation. 
THE parliament, when the regal dignity was rejected 

by Cromwel, found themfelves obliged to retain the name 

of a commonwealth and proteCtor ; and as the govern­

ment was hitherto a manifefr ufurpation, it was thought 
proper to fanetify it by a feeming choice of the people and 

their reprefentatives. Infread of the injlrument of govern-
ment, which was the work of the general officers alone, Humble pe· 

a humble petition and advice was framed, and offered to titi~n a,ni adv1ce.l 

the protector by the parliament. This was reprefented as 
the great bafis of the republican cftabli£hment, regulating 
and limiting the powers of each member of the confritu-
tion, and fecuring the liberty of the people to the moft 

remote pofrerity; By this deed, the authority of protec-

tor was in fome particulars enlarged : In others, it was 

confiderably aiminilhed. He had the power of nominat-
ing his fucceffor; he had a perpetual revenue affigned 

him, a million a year for the pay of the fleet and army, 
three hundred thoufand pounds for the fupport of civil 
government; and he had authority to name another houfe, 
who iliould enjoy their feat <luring life, and exercife 

fome funtlions of the former ltoufe of peers. But he 
abandoned the power afli.rmed in the intervals of parlia­
ment, of framing laws with the confent of his council; 
and he agreed, that no members of either houfe {hould be 

excluded but by the content of that oufe, of which they 
were members. Tlie other articles were in the main the 

fame as in the h'1ftrument of government. The infhu­
ment of government Cromwel had formerly extolled as 

the moft perfe<£1: work of human invention: He now re­

J>rcfented it as a rotten plank, upon which no man could 
1' 2. • truft 
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c H A P. trufl: himfelf without finking. Even the humble petitiott 
...._;::r. , and advice, which he extoll?.d in its turn, appeared [() 

1b57· lame and imperfeCl:, that it w1s found requifite, this very 
feffion, to mend it by a fupplenent; and after all, it may 
be regarded as a crude and undigefied model of govern­
ment. It was, however, accepted for the voluntary deed 
of the whole people in the three united nations; and 
Cromwel, as if his power ha:l juft commenced from this 
popular confent, was anew :naugurated in W efrminfler 
Hall, after the mofr folemn ard moft pompous manner. 

,6th June, THE parliament having adjourned itfelf, the proteCl:or 
deprived Lambert of all his ommiffions; but ftill allow­
ed him a confiderable penfionl of 2000 pounds a year, as 
a bribe for his future peaccaMe deportment. Lambert's 
authority in the army, to thefurprife of every body, was 
found immediately to expire vith the lofs of his commif .. 
.fion.. Packer and fome othtr officers, whom Cromwel 
fufpetl:ed, were alfo difplaced. 

RicHARD, eldeft fon of de proteCl:or, was brought to 
court, introduced into publi::: bufinefs, and thenceforth 
regarded by many as his heir :n the proteCl:orlhip : though 

. Cromwel fometimes employed the grofs artifice of Batter­
ing others with hopes of the fucceffion. Richard was a 
perf<m poffeffed of the moft peaceable, inoffenfive, unam­
bitious charaB:er; and had litherto lived contentedly in 
the country on a fmall eftate, which his wife had brought 
him. All the atl:ivity, whi<h he difcovered, and which 
never was great, was however exerted to beneficent pur­
pofes : At the time of the king's trial, he had fallen on 
his knees before his father, and had conjured him, by 
every tye of duty and humarity, to fpare the life of tJ.!at 
monarch. Cromwel had two daughters unmarried: One 
of them he now gave in ma-riage to the grandfon and 
heir 'of his great friend, the e1rl of Warwic, with whom 
he had, in e\·ery fortune, pnferved an uninterrupted in-

umac.r 
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timacy and good correfpon<ence. The other, he married C H A P. 

h 
. LXI. 

. to t e v1fcount Fauconbel?:, of a family, formerly de- "-v---J 
voted to the royal party. He was ambitious of forming •657• 

connexions with the nobili:y ; and it was one chief mo-
tive for his defiring the ti~e of king, that he might re-
place every thing in its naural order, and reftore, to the 
ancient families, the truft md honour, of which he now 
found himfelf obliged, fa his own fafety, to deprive 
them. 

THE parliament was a~ain aff'embled; confifl:ing, as tlisl. 
• h • f h f h fc soth Jan. m t e times o monarc y, o two ou es, the commons 
and the other houfe. Cronwel, during ~he interval, had 
fent writs to his houfe of reers, which confiiled of fixty 
members. They were canpofed of five or fix ancient 
peers, of feveral gentleme1 of fortune and difiinClion, 
and of fome officers who lad rifen from the meanefi fta-
tions. None of the anaent peers, however, though 
fummoned by writ, wou1c deign to accept of a feat, 
which they mufi: fhare wi:h fuch companions as were 
affigned them. The prote8or endeavoured at firft to 
maintain the appearance of l legal magiftrate. He placed 
no guard at the door of either houfe : But foon found 
how incompatible liberty is with military ufurpations. 
By bringing fo great a num\er of his friends and adherents 
into the other houfe, he h1d lofl: the majority among the 
national reprefentatives. Jn confequence of a claufe in 
the humble petition and alvice, the commons alfumed a 
power of re-admitting tho:C members, whom the council 
had for111erly excluded. Sr Arthur Hazelrig and fome 

• others, whom· Cromwel hld created lords, rather chofe 
to take their feat with the commons. An incontefl:ible 
majority now declared thenfelves againfl the proteCtor; 
and they refufed to acknovledge the jurifdiction of that 
other houfe, which he hai eftabliihed. Even the vali­
tlity of the humble petitiot and advice was quefl:ione4 ; 

T 3 ai 
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c H A P as being voted by a parliament, which lay under force 
LXI. d . d b .1. . 1 f fi ~· and which was epnve y mt 1tary v1o ence o a con 1-

x6sS. derable number of its members. The proteCtor, dread­

ing combinations between the parliament and the malcon­

tents in the army, refolved to allow no leifure for form.f 

ing any confpiracy againil: him ; and with expreffioni 

4Wi Feb. of great difpleafure, he diffolved the parliament. When 

urged by Fleetwood and others of his friends not to 

precipitate himfclf into this ralh meafure, he fwore 

by the living God, that they fhould not fit a moment 

longer. 
THESE difiraCl:ions at home were not able to take ofF 

t)le proteCtor's attention from foreign affairs ; and in all 

his meafures he proceeded with the fame vigour and en­

terprize, as if fecure of the duty and attachment of the. 

three kingdoms. His alliance with Sweden he ftill fup .. 

parted ; and he endeavoured to affifl that crown in its 

fuccefsful enterprizes, for. reducing all its neighbours to 

fubjeCl:ion, and rendering itfelf abfolute mafter of the 

Baltic. As foon as Spain declared war againft him, he 

concluded a peace and an alliance with France, and 

united himfelf in all his counfels with that potent and 

ambitious kingdom. Spain, having long courted in vain 

the friendiliip of the fuccefsful ufurper, was reduced at 

]aft to apply to the unfortunate prince. Charles formed 

a league with Philip, removed his fmall court to Bruges. 

in the Low Countries, and raifed four regiments of his 

own fubjeB:s, whom he employed in the Spanifh fervice. 

The duke of York, who had, with applaufe, ferved fome 

campaigns in the French army, and who had merited the 

particular efteem of marfhal Turenne, now joined his 

brother, and continued to feek military experience under 

Don John of Aufiria and the prince of Conde. 

THE fcheme of foreign politics, adopted by the pro­

teCl:or, was highly imprudent, but was )uitable to that 

8 magnanimity 
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magnanimity and enterprize, with which he was fo fig- C H A P. 

nally endowed. He was particularly defirous of conquefi ~ 
and dominion on the continent ; and he f~nt over into 1653~ 
Flanders fix thGufand men under R eynolds, who joined 

the French army commanded by Turenne. In the former 

campaign, Mardyke was taken, and put into the hands 

of the Engliili. Early this campaign, fiege was laid to 

!Dunkirk; and when the Spanilli army advanced to re .. 

1ieve it, the combined armies of France and England 

marched out of their trenches, and fought the battle of 

the Dunes, where the Spaniards were totalJy defeated 1• 

The valour of the Englilh was much remarked on this 

occafion. Dunkirk, being foon after furrendered, was Dunkirk 
takell. 

'by agreement delivered to Cromwel. He committed the 

government of that important place to Lockhart, a 

Scotchman of abilities, who had married his niece, and 

was his ambaffador at the court of France. 

THIS acquifition was regarded by the proteBor as the 

means only of obtaining farther :ldvantages. He was re-

k He a(pired to g~t poffeffion of Elfinore and the paff'age of the Sound. 

~ee ~Yorld's Mifiake in Olivcr Cromwef. He alfo endeavoured to get poff'eJlion 

of Bremen. Thurloe, vlJl. vi. p. 478. 
1 It was remarked by the faints of that time, that the battle was fought 

on a day which was held for a fafi: in Lendon, fo that as Fleetwood faid 

(Thurloe, vol. vii p. 1 59,} while we were praying, they were fighting; 

and the Lord hath given a ligna! anfwer. The Lord has not only owned us 

in our work there, but in our waiting upon him in a way of prayer, which 

is indel'd our old experienced approved way in all Jlreights and difficultie.•. 

Cromwel'> letter to Blake and Montague, his brave admirals, is remarkable 

for the fame fpirit. Thurloe, vol. iv. P• 744· You have, fays he, ~ I 
verily believe and am perfuaded, a plentiful ftock of prayen goj.ng tor you 

daily, f~t up by the fobereft and mofi: approved miniftcrs and chrill:ians in 

this nation, and, notwithftanding fome difcouragemcnts, very mucb wref\• 

ling offaith for you, which are to us, and 1 truft will be to you, matter of 

great encouragement. Ent notw.thilanding all this, it will be good for you 

and us to deliver up onrfelves and all our afrlirs to the difpolition of our all. 

wife Father, who no; only out of prerogative, but becaufe of his goadnefs, 

wifdom and truth, ought to be refigned unto by his cre~tures, ef(!ecialiy thofc 

who afe children of his br&etting through the fpirit, ~c. 
(oo 

'r + folvcd 
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C H A P. folved to concert meafures with the French court for the 
LXI. fi d . . f h L c . 1.--.,.--,.1 nal conquefr an partition o t e ow ountnes m. 

16.58· Had' he lived much longer, and maintained his authority 
in England, fo chimerical or rather fo dangerous a pro ... 
jetr, would certain:y have been carried into execution. 

And this firfi and ?rincipal fiep towards more extenfive 
conquefr, which F :ance, during a whole century, has 
never yet been able, by an infinite expence of blood and 

treafure, fully to at:ain, had at once been accomplilhed 
by the enterprizing, though unikilful politics of Crom­
wel. 

DuRING thefe tranfaCl:ions, great demon{hations of 

mutual friendlhip and regard paffed b~tween the French 

king and tne prote5tor. Lord Fauconberg, Cromwel's 
fon-in·law, was difpatched to Louis, then in the camp 

befote Dunkirk; and was received with the regard, 
ufually payed to fo·eign princes by the French court "• 
Mazarine fent to London his nephew Mancini, along 

with the duke of C·equi; and exprefied his regret, that 
his urgent affairs lliou]d deprive him of the honour, 

which he had long ·,viilied for, of paying, in perfon, his 
rcfpects to the greateft man in the world 0 • 

THE protetl:or reaped little fatisfatl:ion from the fuc­
cefs of his arms abroad : The fituation, in which he 
Hood at home, keJX him in perpetual uneafinefs and in­

quietude. His adniniftration, fo expenfive both by mi· 
litary enterprizes a1d fecret intelligence, had exhaufted 
his revenue, and iwolved him in a confiderable debt. 
The royalifrs, he reard, had renewed their confpiracies, 
for a general infurreCl:ion; and Ormond was fecretly 

come over with a view of concertini; meafures for the 

~ Thurloe, vol. i. p. 76:11 n ~bid, vol. vii. p. 151, 158. 

• In reality the cardini had not entertained fo high an idea of Cromwel. 

He u{ed to fay, that he vas a fortunate madman, Vie de Cromwcl par 

Raguenet. See alfo Carte's Colle8ion, vol. ii. p. 81. Gurnble's Life of 
);!Ollk~ p. ·9~· Wodd's .vfiftakc in 0. Cromwel~ 

txecutio~ 
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execution of this project. Lord Fairfax, Sir \Villiam C H A P. 
. d r J LXI. 

lValler, and many heads of the prefb)tenans, ha tecret y "---...---' 

entered into the engagement. Eve1 the army was in- 16.si. 

fetled with the general fpirit of dfcontent; and fome 

fudden and dangerous eruption was every moment to be 
dreaded from it. No hopes remain1d, after his violent 

breach with the lafi parliament, th:t he fuould ever be 

able to efi:abliili, with general confcn:, a legal fettlement, 

or temper the military with any mix:ure of civil autho-

rity. All his arts and policy. were echaufted; and hav. 

ing fo often, by fraud and falfe pretetces, deceived every 

party, and almoft every individual, 1e could no longer 

hope, by repeating the fame profefio.ns, to meet with 

equal confidence and regard. 

HowEVER zealous the royalifts, ileir confpiracy took 
not effeCl:: Willis difcovereJ the wh>le to the proteCl:or. 

Ormond was obliged to fly, and he deemed himfelf for­
tunate to have efcaped fo vigilant an admini!hation. 
Great numbers were thrown into pnfon. A high court 

of j ufiice was anew ere8cd for the tri•l of thofe criminals, 

whofc guilt was moft apparent. N"otwithftanding the 

fecognition of his authority by thelaft parliament, the 
proteCl:or could not, as yet, truft to an unbyaffed jury. 

Sir Henry Slingfby, and Dr. Huet vere condemned and 

beheaded. Mordaunt, brother to the earl of Peterborow, 

narrowly efcaped, The numbers f<r his condemnation 

~nd his acquittal were equal; andjuft as the fentence 

was pronounced in his favour, cohnel Pride, who waa 

refolved to condemn him, came itto court. Afuton, 

Storey, and Befiley were hanged in (ifferent fireets of the 
city. 

THE confpiracy of the Millenaria1s in the army ftruck 
Cromwel with fti11 greater apprehenions. Harrifon and 

the other difcarded officers of that pa·ty could not remain 

at reft. Stimulated equally by re•enge, by ambition, 
and 
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c H A P. and by confcience, they fl:ill harboured in tlieir breaft 
~ fome defperate projeCt; and ther~ wanted not officers in 

165l. the army, who, from like motives, were difpofed to fe­
cond all their undertakings. The levellers and agitatora 
had been encouraged by Cromwel to interpofe with their 
advice in all political deliberations ; and he had even pre­
tended to honour many of them with his intimate friend­
fuip, while he conduCted his daring enterprizes againft 
the king and the parliament. It was a ufua] praClice 
with him, in order to familiarize himfelf the more with 
the agitators, who were commonly corporals or ferjeants, 
to take them to bed with him, and there, after prayers 
and exhortations, to difcufs together their projetls and 
principles, political as well as religious. Having affumed 
the dignity of proteC:l:or, he excluded them from all his 
(:ouncils, and had neither leifure nor inclination to 
indulge diem any farther in their wonted familiarities. 
Among thofe who were enraged at thi~ treatment was 
Sexby; an aCtive agitator, who now employed againft 
him all that reftlefs induftry, which had formerly been 
exerted in his favour. He even went fo far as to enter 
into a correfpondence with Spain; and CromweJ, who 
knew the diftempers of the army, was juftly afrah:l of 
fome mutiny, to which a day, an hour, an infiants 
might provide leaders. 

OF aff'affinations likewife he was apprehenfive, from 
the zealous fpirit, which atl:uated the foldiers. Sinder­
come had undertaken to murder him; and, by the mofi: 
unaccountable accidents, had often been prevented from 
executing his bloody purpofe. His defign was difco­
vered; but the proteCtor could never find the bottom ot 
he enterprize, nor deteC:l: any of his accomplices. He 

was tried 1Jy a jury ; and notwithfl:anding the genera~ 
odium attending that crime, notwithfl:anding the clear 
and full proof of his guilt, fo little conviCtion p,revailed 

9f 
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vf the protector's right to the fupreme government, it C H A P, 

was with the utmoft difficulty P that this confpirator was~ 
condemned. When every thing was prepared for his 1658• . 

execution, he was found dead ; from poifon, as is fup-

pofed, which he had voluntarily' taken. 

THE proteClor might better have fupported thofe fears 

and apprehenfions, which the public diftempers occa­

fioned, had he enjoyed any domefl:ic fatisfaction, or pof­

fe!fed any cordial friend of his own family, in whofe 

'bofom he could fafely have unloaded his anxious and cor .. 

roding cares. But Fleetwood, his fon~in-law, aCluated 

hy the wildeft zeal, began to efl:range himfelf from him; 

and was enraged to difcover, that Cromwel, in all his 

enterprizes, had entertained views of promoting his own 

gra11;deur, more than of encouraging piety and religion, 

of which he made fuch. fervent profdlions. His eldefr 

daughter, married to Flectwood, had adopted republican 

principles fo vehement, that the could not with patience 

behold power lodged in a fingle perfon, even in her in­

dulgent fa ther. H is other daughters were no lcfs preju-

, diced in favour of the royal caufe, and regretted the 

violcnces and iniquities, into which, they thought, their 

family had fo unhappily been tranfported. Above ~n, 
the ficknefs of Mrs. Claypole, his peculiar favourite, a 

lady endued with many humane virtues, and amiable ac­

complilhments, deprelfed his anxious mind, and poifoned 

all his cnj oyments. She had entertained a high regard 

for Dr. Huet, lately executed; and being refufed his par­

don, the melancholy of her temper, encreafed by her 

difl:empered body, had prompted her to lament to her 

father all his fanguinary meafures, and urge him to com­

punction for thofe heinous crimes, into which his fatal 

ambition ~ad betrayed him. Her death, which followed 

p 'ilaurloe, vol. vi. p. Sl• 
To on 
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c H A P. foon after, gave new edge to every word, which lhe had 
LXI. 

~uttered. 

J
6
5i. ALL compofure of mind was now for ever fled from the 

proteaor: He felt, that the grandeur, which he had at­
tained with fo much guilt and courage, could not enfure 
him that tranquillity, which it belongs to virtue alon~, 
and moderation fully to afcertain. Overwhelmed with 
the load of public affairs, dreading perpetually fome fatal 
accident in his diftempered government, feeing nothin~ 
around him but treacherous friends or enraged enemies, 
poffeffing the confidence of no party, refiing his title on 
no principle, civil or reEgious, he found his power to 
depend on fo delicate a poize of faClions and interefis, as 
the fmalleft event was able, without any preparation, in 
a moment to overturn. Death too, which, with fuch 
:fignal intrepidity, he had braved in the field, being incef .. 

fantly threatened by: the poniards of fanatical or interefied 
a1faffins, was ever prefent to his terrified app~ehenfJOn, and 
.haunted him in every fcene of bufinefs or repofe. Each 
aClion of his life betrayed the terrors uRder which he 

laboured. The afpetl: of ftrangcrs was uneafy to him : 

With a piercing and anxious eye he furveyed every face, 

to which he was not dai ly accuftomed. He never moved 
a fl:e p without ftrong guards attending him : He wore 

armour under his c1oaths, and farther fecured himfelf by 
offenfive weapons, a fword, falchion, and pifiols, which 
he always carried about him. He returned from no place 
by the direCl: road, or by the fame way which he went. 

Every journey he performed with hurry and precipita­
tion. Seldom he flept above three nights tt>gether in the 

fame chamber: And he never let it be known beforeh_and 

what chamber he intended to choofe, nor entrufted him­
felf in any, which was not provided with bacj-doors, at 

which fentinels were carefully placed. Society terrified 

him, while he re.fiected on his numerous, unknown, and 

4 implacable 
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Implacable enemies: Solitude aftonilhed him, hv wi t 1· r fT 

drawing that protecHon, which he four.d fo nee fiiu / for LXT. 

his fecurity. 

His body alfo, from the contagion of his anxious -:- n~" s f 
the ! 10\C:G• 

mind, began tO be afFeCl:ed; and hi h nJ h (Pemed tOro 

fenfibly to decline. He was fe1zed ~ith a 11o-vv· L\ ~ =-, 

which changed into a tertian ague. For the fpace of a 
week, no dangerous fymptoms appeared; and in the in-

tervals of the fits he was able to walk abr"ad. At length~ 
the fever encreafed, and he himfelf began to entertain 

fome thoughts of death, and to caft his eye towards that 
future exiftence, whofe idea had once been intimately 
prefent to him; though fince, in the hurry of affairs, 
and in the fuock of wars and factions, it had, no doubt, 

been confiderably obliterated. He a!ked Goodwin, one 

of his preachers, if the doCl:rine were true, that the elect 
could never fall or fuffer a final reprobation. " Nothing 

. " more certain," replied the preacher. " Then am I 
u fafe," faid the proteCl:or: " For I am fure that once I 
" was in a ftate of grace." 

His phyficians were fenfible of the perilous condition, 
to which his difiemper had reduced him: But his chap­
lains, by their prayers, vifions, and revelations, fo 
buoyed up his hopes, that he began to believe his life 
cut of all danger. A favourable anfwer, it was pre­
tended, had been returned by heaven to the petitions of 
all the godly; and he relied on their affeverations much 
more than on the opinion of the mofi experienced phyfi­

cians. " I tell you,~' he cried with confidence to the lat­
ter, " I tell you, I fhall not die of this difi:emper: I am 
" well affured of my recovery. It is promifed by the 
" Lord, not only to my fupplications, but to thofe of 
" men who hold a ftritl-er com~erce and more intimate 
" correfpondence with him. Ye may have 1kill in your 

~~ profeffion ~ l.Jut nature can do more than all the phy-

~-' ucians 
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C H A P. " ficians in the world, and.God is far above nature q.'' 
LXI. • ~Nay, to fucb a degree of madnefs did their enthufiafl:ic 

J6sS. affurances mount, that, upon a fafr day, which was 
obferved, on his account, both at Hampton Court and at 
White-hall, they did not fo much pray for his health, as 
give thanks for the undoubted pledges, which they had 
received of his recovery. He himfelf was overheard offer­
ing up his addreffes to heaven; and fo far had the illu­
fions of fanaticifm prevailed over the plaineft diCtates of 

natural morality, that he affumcd more the charatl:er of 
a mediator, in interceding 'ror his people, tlian that of a 

criminal, whofe atrocious violation of focial duty had, 

from every tribunal, human and divine, merited the 

feverefr vengeance. 
MEANWHILE all the fymptoms began to wear a more 

fatal afpeCl:; and the phyficians were obliged to break 

filence, and to declar« that the proteCtor could not f~rvive 
the next fit, with which he was threatened. The coun­
cil was alarmed. A deputation was fent to know his 
will with regard to his fucceflor. His fe11fes were goqe, 
and be could not now exprefs liis intentions. They 
afked him whether he did not mean, that his eldeft fon, 

Richard, £hould fucceed him in the proteCtorfuip. ,A 
ftmple affirmative was, or feemed to be extorted from 
him. Soon after, on the 3d of September, that very 

.(}ay, which he had always confidered as the moft for-

~ilioath, tunate for him, he expired. A violent tempefi, which 
]mmediately fucceeded his death, ferved as a fubjeB: of 

difcourfe to the vulg~r. His partizans, as well as his 

enemies, were fond of remarking this event ; and each 
of them endeavoured, by forced inferences, to interpret 

·it as a confirmation of their particular prejudices. 

and tharac- THE yvriters, attached to the memory of this wonder­
ler. .ful perfon, make his charaaer, with regard to abilitie~, 

4J Bates: See alfo Thurloe, vol. vii. P• 355• 416. 
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hear the air of the moft extravagant panegyric : His C ~x1. P. 

enemies form fucb a reprefentation of his moral qualities~ 
s refembles the moll virtllent invective. Both of them, •6si• 

it mufl be -confeffed, are fupported by fu<:h firiking cir­
-cumfi:ances in his conduct and fortune as befiow on their 
ceprefentation a great air of probability. " What can 
4

' be more extraordinary," it is faid r, " than that a per-
<' fon, of private birth and education, no fortune, no 
-c' eminent qlialities of body, which have fometimes, nor 
4, 1hining talents of mind, which have often raifed men 
~' to the highefr dignities, fuould have the courage ta 

«' attempt .and the abilities to execute fo great a defign as 
~' the fubverting one of the mofl: ancient and beft efia-
" bliihed monarchies in the world! That he fhould 
'' have the power and boldnefs to put his prince and ma-
4' fier to an open and infamous death ? Should banifh 
" that numerous and firongiy allied family! Cover all 
'' thefe temerities under a fceming obedience to a parlia-
" ment, in whofe fervice he pretended to be retained ? 
" Trample too upon that parliament in their turn, and 
" fcornfully expel them as foon as they gave him ground 
" of difi"atisfaCl:ion? EreCl: in their place the dominion of 
• the faints, and give reality to the moft vifionary idea, · 
" which the heated imagination of any fanatic was ever 
" able to entertain! Supprefs again that monfter in its 
'" infancy, and openly fet up him!elf above all things 
" that ever were called fovereign in England ? Over­
" come firft all his enemies by arms, and all his friends 
" afterwards by artifice? Serve all parties patiently for a 
" while, and command them vi&orioufly at lall! Over­
" run each .corner of the three nations, and fubdue with 
" equal facility, both the riches of the fouth, and the 
" poverty of the north ? Be feared and courted by all 

r Cowl~y·s Dif~oarfCii : This pail"aie is altered in Come particulars from the 
ri£ioal. 

" foreign 
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c H A P. " foreign princes, and be adopted a brother to the gods 
~" of the earth ? Call together parliaments with a word 

16s&. " of his pen, and fcatter them again with the breath of 
" his mouth? Reduce to fubjeCl:ion a warlike and dif­

" contented nation, by means of a mutinous army ? 
" Command a mutinous army by means of feditious and 

" faCl:ious officers? Be humbly and daily petitioned, 

" that he would be pleafed, at the rate of millions a 
" year, to be hired as mafier of thofe who had hired him 

" before to be their fervant? Have the efl:ates and lives 

" of three nations as much at his difpofal as was once the 

" little inheritance of his father, and be as noble and 
., liberal in the fpending of them? And lafl:ly (for there 
" is no end of enumerating every particular of his glory) 
,, with one wora bequeath all this power and' fplendor to 

" his pofterity? Die poffeffed of peace at home and tri­

" umph abroad? Be buried among kings, and with more 

" than regal folemnity; and leave a name behind him 
" not to be extinguilhed but with the whole world; 

" which as it was too little for his praife, fo might it 
6' have been for his conquefts, if the fhort line of his 
" mortal life could have frretched out the extent of hia 

" immortal defigns ?" 
My intention is not to disfigure this piCl:ure, drawn by 

fo mafterly a hand : I 1hall only endeavour to remove 

from it fomewhat of the marvellous; a ' circumfiance 

which, on all occafi.ons, gives much ground for doubt 

~:md fufpicion. It feems to me, that the circumftance of 
Cromwel's life, in which his abilities are principally dif .. 
covered, is his rifing, from a private ftation, in oppofi .. 

tion to fo many rivals, fo much advanced before him, to 
a high command and authority in the army. His great 
courage, his fi.gnal military talents, his eminent dexterity 
and addrefs, were all requifi.te for this important acqui­

:fition. Yet will not this promotion appear the effeCt of 
fu pernatural 
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fupernatural abilities, when we confider, that Fairfax C H A P. 

himfelf, a private gentleman~ who had not the advantage~ 
bf a feat in parliament, had, through the fame fieps, J6s!. 

attained even a fuperiot rank, and, if endued with com-
mon capacity and penetration, had been abie to retain it. 
To incite fuch an army to rebellion againfi: the parlia-
ment, required no uncommon art or indufl:ry: To have 
kept them in obedience had been the more difficult enter-
prize. When the breach was once formed between the 
military and civil powers, a fupreme and abfolute autho-
rity, from that moment, is . devolved on the general; 
and if he be afterwards pleafed to employ artifice or policy, 
it may be regarded, on mofl: occafions, as great conde-

fcenfion, if not as fuperfluous caution. That Cromwel 
was ever able really to blind or over-reach, either the 
king or the republicans, does not appear: As they po~-
feffed no means of refifi:ing the force under his command_, 
they were glad to temporize with him, and, by feeming 
to be deceived, wait for opportunities of freeing themfelves 
from his dominion. If he feduced the military fanatics, 
it is to be confidered, that their interefl:s and his evidently 
cont:urred; that their ignorance and low education ex-
pofed them to the groffefi: impofition, and that he himfelf 
was at bottom as frantic an enthufiafi: as the worfl: of 
them, and; in order to obtain their confidence, needed 
but to difplay thofe vulgar and ridiculous habits, which he 
had early acquired, and on which he fet fo high a value~ 
An army is fo forcible; and at the fame time fo coarfe a 
weapon, that any hand, which wields it, may, without 
much dexterity, perform any operation, and attain any 
afcendant, in human fociety. 

THE domefiic adminifl:ration of Cromwel, though it 
difcov~s great abilities, was conducted without any plan 
either of liberty or arbitrary power : Perhaps, his difficult 
fituation admitted of neither. His foreign enterprizes, 

VoL. VII- U t~ough 
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c H A P. though full of intrepidity, were pernicious to national 
LXI. . h li 1 f . f '--v---1 m terefl:, and fee m more t e re u t o tm pctuous ury or 

t658. narrow prejudices, than of cool forefight and deliberation. 

An eminent perfonagc, however, he was in many refpcets, 

and even a fuperior genius; but unequal and irregular 

in his operations. And though not defeCtive in any talent, 

except that of elocution, the abilities, which in him were 

mofi admirable, and which mofl: contributed to his mar­

vellous fuccefs, were the magnanimous refolution of his 

enterprizes, and his peculiar dexterity in difcovering the 

characters, and praetifing on the weakneffes of mankind. 

IF we furvey the moral character of Cromwel with that 

indulgence, which is due to the blindnefs and infirmities 

of the human fpecies, we fhall not be inclined to Joad his 

memory with fuch violent reproaches as thofe which his 

enemies ufually throw upon it. Amidfi the paffions and 

prejudices of that period, that he fhould prefer the parlia­

mentary to the royal caufe, will not appear extraordmary; 

fince, even at prefent, fome men of fenfe and knowledge 

are difpofed to think, that the q uefl:ion, with regard to 

the j ufiice of the quarrel, may be regarded as doubtful 

and uncertain. The murder of the king, the mofl: atro­

cious of all his actions, was to him covered under a 

mighty cloud of republican and fanatical illufions; and 

it is not impoffible, but he might believe it, as many 

others did, the mofl: meritorious aCl:ion, that he could 

pertorm. His fubfequent ufurpation was the effeCl: of 

neceffity, as well as of ambition; nor is it eafy to fee, 

how the various fatlions could at that time have been re­

firained, without a mixture of military and arbitrary 

authority. The private deportment of Cromwel, as a 

fon, a hu!band, a father, a friend, is expofed to no con­
fiderable cenfure, if it does not rather merit praife. And 

upon the whole, his charaB:er does not appear more ex­

traordinary and unufual by the mixture of fo much abfur-

dity 
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dity with fo much penetration, than by his tempering C H A P. 

fuch violent ambition and fuch enraged fanaticifm with fo ~ 
much regard to juftice and humanity. 1651. 

CROMWEL was in the fifty-ninth year of his age when 
he died. He was of a robuft frame of body, and of a 
manly, though not of an agreeable afpeCl:. He left only 
two fons, Richard and Henry; and three daughters; one 
married to general Fleetwood, another to Lord Faucon­
berg, a third to lord Rich. His father died when he was 
young. His mother lived till after he was protetl:or; 
and, contrary to her orders, he buried her with great 
pomp in Weftmin!l:er Abbey. She could not be perfuad­
ed, that his power or perfon was ever in fafety. At every 
noife, which ilie heard, fhe exclaimed, that her fon was 
murdered; and was never fatisfied that he was alive, if 
ilie did not receive frequent vifits from him. She was a 
decent woman; and by her frugality and induftry had 
raifed and educated a numerou~ family upon a fmall for­
tune. She had even been obliged to fet up a brewery at 
Huntingdon, which ilie managed to good advantage. 
Hence Cromwel, in the invectives of that age, i"s often 
ftigmatized with the name of the brewer. Ludlow, by 
way of infult, mentions the great acceffion, which he 
wot,ld receive to his royal revenues upon his mother's 
death, who poffdfed a jointure of fixty pounds a year upon 
his e!l:ate. She was of a good family, of the name of 
Stuart; remotely allied, as is by fome fuppofed, to (he 
royal' family. 

Uz 
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CHAP. LXII. 

Richard acknowledged protector---A parliament­
Cabal of Wallingford Houfe-Richard depofed 

--Lo1tg parliament or Rump rejfored--Con­
Jpiracy of the royalijls--lnfurreftion--Sup­
prejfed--P arliament expelled--Committee of 

Jafety--Foreign affairs--General Monk-­
Monk declares for the parliament--Parliament 
reflored--Monk enters London, declares for a free 

parliament--Secluded members reflored--Long 
parliament di.f!olved---New parliament--'Ihe 
Rejloration--Ma1mers and arts. 

c H A P. J\ LL the arts of Cromwel's policy had been fo often 
LXII. t"\... praCl:ifed, that they begzn to lofe their effeCl:; and 
~his power, inftead of being confirmed by time and fuc• 

cefs, feemed every day to become more uncertain and 
precarious. His friends the mofi: clofely connected with 
him, and his counfellors the moft trufted, were entering 
into cabals againft his authority; and with all his pene• 

' tration into the characters of men, he could not find 
any minifters, on whom he could rely. Men of probity 
and honour, he knew, would not fubmit to be the inftru­
ments of an u[urpation, violent and illegal: Thoie, who· 
were free from the refl:raint of principle, might betray,. 
from intereft, that caufe, in which, from no better mo­
tives, they had inlifted themfelves. Even thofe, on whom 
he conferred any favour, never deemed the recompence 
an equivalent for the facrifices, which they made to ob-

tain 
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tain it: Whoever was refufed any demand, jufiified his C H A P. 
. LXII. 

anger by the fpecwus colours of confcience and of duty. '--v--etJ 

Such difficulties furrounded the proteCl:or, that his dying 1658. 

at fo critical a time, is efieemed by many the mofi fortu-

nate circumfrance that ever attended him ; and it was 

thought, that all his courage and dexterity could not 

much longer have extended his ufurped adminiftratiun. 

~UT when that potent hand was removed, which con­

duCl:ed the government, every one expeCl:ed a fudden dif­

folution of the unwieldy and ill-jointed fabric. Richard, 

a young man of no experience, educated in the country, 

accuftomed to a retired life, unacquainted with the officers 

and unknown to them, recommended by no military ex­

ploits, endeared by no familiarities, could not long, it 

was thought, maintain that authority, which his father 

had acquired by fo many valorous atchievements, and 

fuch fignal fucceffes. And when it was obferved, that 

he pofi"effed only the virtues of private life, which in his 
fituation were (o many vices; that indolence, incapacity., 

irrefolution attended his facility and good nature ; the 

various hopes of men were excited by the expectation of 

fome great event or revolution. For fome time, however, 

the public was difappointed in this opinion. The coun- Richarchc­

cil recognized the fucceffion of Richard : Fleetwood, in knowlrdged 
proteCtor. 

whofe favour, it was fuppofed, Cromwel had formerly 
made a will, renounced all claim or pretenfion to the 

proteCl:odhip: Henry, Richard's brother, who governed 

Ireland with popularity, enfured him the obedience of 

that kingdom : Monk, whofe authority was well efra-

blilhed in Scotland, being much attached to the family 

of Cromwel, immediately proclaimed the new proteCtor: 

'l~he army, every where, the fleet, acknowledged his 

title: Above ninety addreffes, from the counties and mo:ll: 

confiderable corporations, congratulated him on his ac­

(:effion, in '!11 the terms of dutiful allegianc~: Foreign 
. U 3 . minifters 
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c .a A P. minifiers were forward in paying him the ufual compli-
LXII. R' d h r. d b' . ~ ments : And 1char , w ote mo erate, unam 1t1ous 

J6sS. charaCter, never would have led him to contend for em-. 
pire, was tempted to accept of fo rich an inheritance, 

which feemed to be tendered to him, by the confent of 

all mankind. 

meot, 

7th of Ja­
llUary, • 

IT was found necefrary to call a parliament:~ in order 

to furnilh fupplies, both for the ordinary admini{hation, 

and for fulfilling thofe engagements with foreign princes, 

particularly Sweden, into which the late proteCtor had 

entered. In hopes of obtaining greater influence in elec­

tions, the ancient right was refiored to all the fmall bur­

roughs; and the counties were allowed no more than their 

ufual members. The houfe of peers or the Qther houfe 

confi!l:ed of the fame perfons, that had been appointed by 

Oliver. 

ALL the commons, at fidl:, figned without hefitation 

an engagement not to alter the prefent government. They 

next proceeded to examine the humble petition and advice i 
and after great oppofition and many vehement debates, it 

was, at length, with much difficulty, carried by the cour~­

party to confirm it. An acknowledgment too of the 

authority of the other houfe was extorted from them; 

though it was refol ved not to treat this houfe of peers 

with any greater rcfpctl: than they £hould return to the 

commons. A declaration was alfo made, that the efl:a­

blilhment of the other houfe lhould no wife prejudice 

the right of fuch of the ancient peers as had, from the 

beginning of the war, adh~red to the parliament. But 

in all thefc proceedings, the oppofition among the com­

mons was fo confiderable, and the debates were fo much 

prolonged, that all bufinefs was retarded, and great alarm 

given to the partizans of the young protecror. 

BuT there was another quarter from which greater 

~angers were jufl:ly apprehend d. The mofl: confiderabl~ 
officer_§ 
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officers of the army, and even Fleetwood, brother-in- c H A P, 

l h 
.n . . LXII. 

aw to t e prote~.:.Lor, were entenng mto cabals againft ~---..J 
him. No character in human fociety is more dangerous J659• 

than that of the fanatic; becaufe, if attended with weak 

judgment, he is expofed to the fuggellions of others; if 
fupported by more difcernment, he is entirely governed 
by his own illufions, which fancrify his mofr felfifh views 

and paffions. Fleetwood was of the former fpecies ; and 

as he was extremely addicted to a republic, and even to the 
fifth monarchy or dominion of the faints, it was eafy for 

thofe, who had infinuated themfelves into his confidence, 
to infril difgufts againft the dignity of protector. · The 
whole republican party in the army, which was frill con­
fiderable, Fitz, Mafon, Mofs, Farley, united themfelves 

to that general. The officers too of the fame party, 
whom Cromwel had difcarded, Overton, Ludlow, Rich, 
Okey, Alured, began to appear, and to recover that au-
thority, which had been only for a time fufpended. A 
party likewife, who found themfelves eclipfed in Richard's 

favour, Sydenham, Kelfey, Berry, Haines, joined the 
cabal of the others. Even Defuorow, the protector'i 

uncle, lent his authority to that faction. But above all, 

the intrigues of Lambert, who was now rouzed from 
his retreat, inflamed all thofe dangerous humours, and 
threatened the nation with fome great convulfion. The 

difcontented officers eftabli{hed their meetings in Fleet-

wood's apartments; and becaufe he dwelt in Walling- Cabal of 
. d d . . f Wallmg-

ford-houfe, the party rece1ve a enommat10n rom that ford-houfe, 

place. 
. RICHARD, who poffeffed neither rcfolution nor pene­

tration, was prevailed on to give an unguarded confent 
for calling a general council of officers, who might make 
him propofals, as they pretended, for the good of the 

army. No fooner were they affem bled than they voted a 

~emonfirance, They there lamented, that ~he good old 
U 4 ~a!!fe& 



296 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C H A P, caufe, as they termed it, that is, the caufe, for which 
l..XIJ. h d . 11. h 1 k' . 1 ~ t ey had engage agamn t e ate mg, was entire y ne-
I659• glected; and they propofed as a remedy, that the whole 

military power 1hould be entrufted to fome pcrfon, in whom 
they might all confide. The city militia, influenced by 
two aldermen, Tichburn and Ireton, expreffed the fame 
:refolution of adhering to the good o{d caufe. 

THE protector was juftly alarmed at thofe movements 
among the officers. The perfons, in whom he chie~y 
confided, were, all of them, excepting Broghill, men 
pf civil charatlers and profeffions; Fiennes, Thurloe, 
Whitlocke, Wolfeley; who could only affifr him with 
their advice and opinion. He poffdfed none of thofe ar~s~ 
which were proper to gain an enthu{iaftic army. Mur­
murs being thrown out againfl: fome promotions, which 
he had made, l17ould you havt me, faid he, prefer 11one hut 

the godly? Here h Dick lngoldjby, continued he, who can 
neither pr(]y nor preach ; yet will I trtffl pi m before ye all s. 

This imprudence gave great offence to the pretended 

faints. Tpe other qualities of the protector were cor­
refpondent to thefe fentiments : He was of a gentle, hu­
m~ne, a~d gel1erous diCpolition. Some of his party offer ... 
ing to put an end to thofe intrigues by the death of Lam­
pert, he decl~red, that he would not purchafe power or 
~ominion by fuch fanguinary meafures. 

THE parl1~ment was no lefs alarmed at the military 
f~b~ls. They vot~d, that there lhould be no meeting 
or general council of officers, except v.r!th the protector's 

~onfept, qr by his orders. This vote brou~~t affairs 
immediately to a rupture. The officers hafrened to Rich­
ard, and demanded of him the di~olution of the parlia­
ment. Dt!borow, a man of a clowni1h and brutal na ... 
ture, threatcred him, if he lhould refufe compliance. 

The proteCtor ~anted the refolution to deny, and pof ... 

feffed 
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feffed little ability to refifr. The parliament was dif- c H A P. 
LXII. 

folved; and by the fame act, the protector was, by every '--.--1 
one, confidered as effeCtually dethroned. Soon after, he 1659• 
~ · · r :nd Aprit. 
ugned his demdJion m 10rm. Richard de~ 

HENRY, the deputy of In!) and, was endowed with pofed. 

the fame moderate difpofttion as Richard; but as he pof­
felfed more vigour and capacity, it was apprehended, that 
he might make rcftflance. His popularity in Ireland was 
great; and even his perfonal authority, notwithfianding 

his youth, was confidcrable. Had his ambition been 
very eager, he had, no doubt, been able to create dif­
turbance: But being threatened by Sir Hard refs Wailer, 

colonel John Jones, and other officers, he very quietly 
refigned his command, and retired to England. He had 
pnce entertained thoughts, which he had not refolution 

to execute, of proclaiming the king in Dublin r. 

THus fell, fuddenly and from an enormous height, 

but, by a rare fortune, without any hurt or injury, the 
family of the Cromwels. Richard continued to polfefs 
an effate, which was moderate, and burthened too with a 

large debt, which he had contratl:ed for the interment of 
his father. After the refioration, though he remained 
unmolefl:ed, he thought proper to travel for fome years; 
and at Pezenas in Languedoc he was introduced under a 

borrowed name to the prince of Conti. That prince, 

talking of Englilh affairs, broke out into admiration of 
CromweFs courage and capacity. " But as for that poor 
1" pitiful fellow, Richard," faid he, " what has become 
" of him? How could he be fuch a blockhead as to reap 
'' no greater benefit from all his father?s crimes and fuc­
t:' celfes ?" Richard extended his peaceful and quiet life 
to an extreme old age, and died not till the latte:r end of 

queen Anne's reign. His focial virtues, more valuable 

~qan the greatefl: capacity, met with a recompence, mare 

f Catt~'s coUecHo-!ls1 vol. ii. P• :1l• 
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c H A P. precious than noify fame and more fuitable, contentment 
LXII. .

11
. 

'---y---..1 and tranqut 1ty. 
1659• THE council of officers, now pofTeffed of fupreme 

authority, deliberated what form of government they 

fhould eftabliih. Many of them feemed inclined to ex­

ercife the power of the fword in the moll: open manner; 
but as it was apprehended, that the people would with 

great difficulty be induced to pay taxes, levied by arbi­

trary will and pleafure ; it was agreed to preferve the 

fhadow of civil adminiftration, and to revive the long 

parliament, which had been expell.ed by Cromwel. That 

affembly could not be ddfolved, it was afferted, but by 

their own confent; and violence had interrupted, but was 

n~t able to defl:roy, their right to government. The offi­

J;ers alfo expected, that, as thefe members had fufficiently 

felt their own weaknefs, they would be contented to act 

in fubordination to the military commanders, and would 

thenceforth allow all the authority to remain, where the 

:power wa~ fo vifibly vefied. · 

THE offtcers applied to Lenthal, the fpeaker, and 

propofed to hi111, t .at the parliament lhould refume their 

feats. Lenthal was of a low, timid fpirit; and being 

uncertain what iffue might attend thefe meafures, was 

defirous of evading the propofa). He replied, that he 

could by no means comply with the defire of the offi­

cers ; being ent;agcd in a bufinefs of far greater import-: 

ance to himfelf, which he could not omit on any account, 

becaufe it concerned the falvation of his own foul. T.h~ 
officers pre!fed him to tell what it might be. He was, 

preparing, he faid, to participate of the Lord's fupper~ 

which he refolved to take next fabbath. They ift­
fificd, that mercy was preferable to facrifice, and that 

he could not better prepare himfelf for that great duty, 

than by contributing to the public fervice. All their re­

monftranccs had no effect. However, on the appointed 
day 
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day, the fpeaker, being informed, that a q"Jorum of the C H A P. 
LXII. 

houfe was likely to meet, thought proper, notwithfbnd-~ 

ing the falvation of his foul, as Ludlow obferves, to join 1 659• 

them; and the houfe immediately proceeded upon bufi-

nefs. The fecluded members attempted, but in vain, to 

refume their feats among them. 

THE numbers of this parliament were fmall, little Long parli~ · 

exceeding feventy members: Their authority in the na- rnenr or 
rump te-

tion, ever fince they had been purged by the army, was fio!ed. 

extremely dimini!hed; and after their expulfion, had been 
totally annihilated : But being all of them men of vio-

lent ambition; fome of them men of experience and 
capacity; they were refolved, fince they enjoyed the title 
of the fupreme authority, and obferved, that fome appear-

ance of a parliament was rcquifite for the purpofes of the 
army, not to act a fubordinate part to thofe who acknow-

ledged themfelves their fervants. They chofe a counciJ, 

in which they took care that the officers of W allingford-
houfe fhould not be the majority: 'rhey appointed Fleet-
wood lieutenant-general, but inferted in his commiffion, 
that it !hould only continue during the pleafure of the 

houfe: They chofe feven perfons, who lhould nominate 

to fuch commands as became vacant: And they voted, 

that all commiffions fhould be received from the fpeaker~ 

and be affigned by him in the name of the houfe. Thefe 

precautions, the tendency of which was vifible, gave 
great difguft to the general officers; and their difcontent 

would immediately have broken out into fome refolution, 

fatal to the parliament, had it not been checked by the 

apprehenfions of danger from the common enemy. 

THE bulk of the nation confifl:ed of royalifl:s and pref­

byterians; and to both thcfe parties the dominion of the 

pretended parliament had ever been to the lafr degree odi­

ous. \Vhcn that atTembly was expelled by Cromwei, 

optempt had fucceeded to hatred; and no referve had 
beep 
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·c H A P. b~n ufed in expreffing the utmofl: derifion again£1: the im-
LXJI. S '---v---' potent ambition of thefe ufurpers. eeing them rein-
J6S9· fiated in authority, all orders of men felt the highefr 

indignation; together with apprehenfions, lefi fuch tyran­

nical rulers £hould exert their power by taking vengeance 
upon their enemies, who had fo openly infulted them. A 
f.ecret reconciliation, therefore, was made between the 
rival parties; and it was agreed, that, burying former 

enmities in oblivion, all efforts lhould be ufed for the 

overthrow of the rump; fo they called the parliament, 
in allufion to that part of the animal body. The pref­
byterians, fenfible from experience, that their paffion for 

liberty, however laudable, had carried them into unwar­
rantable exceffes, were willing to lay afide ancient jealou­
fies, and, at all hazards, to refiore the royal family. The 
nobility, the gentry bent their paffionate endeavours to the 

fame enterprize, by which alone they could be redeemed 

from flavery. And no man was fo remote from party, fo 

indifferent to public good, as not to feel the mofi ardent 
willies, for the diffolution of that tyranny, which, whe­
ther the civil or the military part of it were confiJered, 

appeared equally oppreiEve and ruinous to the nation. 

Con(piraey 
of the roy­
alifts. 

MoRDAUNT, who had fo narrowly efcaped on his 
trial, before the high-court of j ufi:ice, fecmcd rather ani­
mated than daunted with pail: danger; and having, by 
his refolute behaviour, obtained the highefi confidence of 

the royal party, he was now become the centre of all 
their confpiracics. In many counties, a refolution was 
taken to rife in arms. Lord Wil]oughby of Parham and 
Sir Horatio Townfhend undertook to fecure Lynne: Ge­
neral Maffey engaged to feize G locefier: Lord Newport, 
Littleton, and other gentlemen confpired to take· polfef­

fion of Shrew{bury; Sir George Booth of Chefier; Sir 

Thomas Middleton of North-Wales; Arundel~ Pollar, 

G,ranville, Tr~lawney, of Plymouth a~d Exeter. A 

d1-f 
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<lay was appointed for the execution of all thefe enter-C H A P'. 

prizes. And the king, attended by the duke of York,~ 
had fecretly arrived at Calais, with a rcfolution of putting 1659· 

himfe)f at the head of his loyal fubjech. The French 

court had promifed to fupply him with a fmall body of 

forces, in order to countenance the infurreB:ions of tl1e 

Englifh. 

THis combination was difconcerted by the infidelity 
of Sir Richard Willis. That traitor continued with the 
parliament the fame correfpondence, which he had begun 
with Cromwel. He had engaged to reveal all confpira• 
cies, fo far as to deftroy their effeCt; but referved to him .. 
felf, if he pleafed, the power of concealing the con­

fpirators. He took care never to name any of the old, 

genuine cavaliers, who had zealoufiy adhered, and were 

refolved frill to adhere, to the royal caufe in every fortune. 

Thefe men he efteemed ; thefe he even loved. He be­
trayed only the new converts among the prefbyterians, or 
fuch lukewarm royalifrs, as, difcouraged with their dif­

appointments, were refolved to expofe themfelves to no 

more hazards. A lively proof, how irnpoffible it is, even 

for the rnofr corrupted minds,. to divefr themfelves of aH 
regard to morality and focial duty ! 

MANY of the confpirators in the difFerent counties were July. 

thrown into prifon : Others, afioni!hed at fuch fymp­

toms of fecret treachery, left their houfes or remained 

quiet: 1·he moLl: tempefruous weather prevailed during 

the whole time appointed for the rendezvoufes; infomuch 
that fome found it impoffible to join their friends, and 

others were difmayed with fear and fuperfrition at an inci-

dent fo unufual during the fummer feafon. Of all the 

projetls, the only one which took efFect, was that of Sir 
George Booth for the feizing of Chcfier. The earl of 
Derby, lord Herbert of Cherbury, 1\.Ir. Lee, colonel 

Morgan entered into this cnterprize. Sir William 

3 Middleton 
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c H A P. Middlcton joined Booth with fome troops from North 
LXIL 1 

'--y----1 Wales; and the malcontents were powerfu enough to 

1659• fubdue all in that neighbourhood, who ventured to oppofe 

them. In their declaration they made no mention of the 

king: They only demanded a free and full parliament. 

THE parliament was juftly alarmed. How combufii­

ble the materials they well knew; and the fire was 

now fallen among them. Booth was of a family eminently 

preibyterian; and his conj untl:ion with the royalifis they 

regarded as a dangerous fymptom. They had many offi-

CI cers, whofe fidelity they could more depend on than that 

of Lambert: But there was no one in whofe vigilance 

and capacity they repofed fuch confidence. They com­

miffioned him to fupprefs the rebels. He made incredible 

hafie. Booth imprudently ventured himfelf out of the 

walls of Chefier, and expofed, in the open field, his raw 

troops againfr thefe hardy veterans. He was foon routed 

Supprelfed, and taken prifoner. His whole army was difperfed. And 
the parliament had no farther occupation than to fill all 
the jails with their open or fecret enemies. Defigns were 

even entertained of tranfporting the loyal families to Bar­

badoes, Jamaica, and the other colonies ; left they lbould 
propagate in England children of the fame . malignant 

affeCtions with themfelves. 
THIS fuccefs haftened the ruin of the parliament, 

Lambert, at the head of a body ·of troops, was no le.fs 

dangerous to them than Booth. A thoufand pounds, 

which they fent him to buy a jewel, were employed by 

him in liberalities to his officers. At his infrigation they 

drew up a petition, and tranfmitted it to Fleetwood, a 
weak man, and an honefr, if fincerity in folly deferve 

that honourable name. The import of this petition was, 
that Fleetwood lhould be made commander in chief, Lam­

bert major general, Deiborow lieutenant-general of the 

horfe, Monk major-general of the foot. To which a 
demand 
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demand was added, that no officer fuould be difmi:lfed C H A P. 
. LXIL 

from his command .. but by a court-martial. '----v----1 

THE parliament, alarmed at the danger, immediately 1659• 

calhiered Lambert, Defborow, Berry, Clarke, Barrow, 

Kclfey, Cobbet. Sir Arthur Hazelrig propofed the im­

peachment of Lambert for high treafon. Fleetwood's 

commiffion was vacated, and the command of the army 

was vefied in feven perfons, of whom that general was 

one. The parliament voted, that they would have no 

more general officers. And they declared it high treafon 
to levy any money without confent of parliament. 

BuT thefe votes were feeble weapons in oppofition to 

the fwords of the foldiery. Lambert drew fome troops 

together, in order to decide the controverfy. Okey, who 

was leading his regiment to the affifiance of the parlia· 

. ment, was deferted by them. Morlcy and Mofs brought 
their regiments into Palace-yard, refolute to oppofe the 

violence of Lambert. But that artful general knew an 13th oao-­
eafy way of difappointing them. He placed his foldiers her. 

in the ftreets which lead to Wefrminfier-hall. When the Parliament 

fpeaker came in his coach, he ordered the horfcs to be expelled. 

turned, and very civilly conduCl:ed him home. The 

other members were in like manner intercepted. And the 

two regiments in Palace-yard, obfervi.ng that they were 
expofed to derifion, peaceably retired tq., their quarters. 
A little before this bold enterprize, a folemn fafi had been 

kept by the army; and it is remarked, that this ceremony 

was the ufual prelude to every fignal violence, which they 

committed. 

THE officers found themfelves again invefled with 

fupreme authority, of which they intended for ever to re­

tain the fubfrance, however they might befrow on others . 

the empty fuadow or appearance. They elected a corn- 26th oaa..-:' 
mittee of twenty-three perfons, of whom feven were offi- ber. 

cers. Thefe they pretended to invefi with fovereiga 
authority; 

9 
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c H A P. authority ; and they called them a committee of fafetJJ 
LX I I. h f r • }" 

'----._,.....---1 They fpoke every w ere o 1ummonmg a par 1ament1 

165.9· chofen by the people; but they really took fome fieps 
Committee . . . · 
of fafety, towards affemblmg a military parliament, compofed of 

officers eleCted from every regiment in the fer vice u. 

Throughout the three kingdoms there prevailed nothing 
but the melancholy fears, to the nobility and gentry, of 

a bloody maffacre and extermination; to the reft of the 

people, of perpetual fervitude, beneath thofe fanB:ified 

robbers, whofe union and whofe divifions would be 

equally deftruB:ive, and who, under pretence of fuperior 

illuminations, would foon extirpate, if poffible, all pri­

vate morality, as they had already done all public law 
and j uftice, from the Britiili dominions. 

DuRING the time that England continued in this 

diftraB:ed condition, the other kingdoms of Europe were 

haftening towards a compofure of thofe differences, by 

Foreign af- which they had fo long been agitated. The parliament, 
fairs, while it preferved authority, inftead of following the im­

prudent politics of Cromwel, and lending affiftance to' 

the conquering Swede, embraced the maxims of the 

Dutch commonwealth, and refolved, in conjunCtion with 

that fiate, to mediate by force an accommodation between 
the northern crowns. Montague was fent with a fqua· 
dron to the Baltic, and carried with him as ambaffador 

Algernon Sidney, the celebrated republican. Sidney found 
the Swediili monarch employed in the fiege of Copen­

hagen, the capital of his enemy; and was highly pleafed, 

that, with a Roman arrogance, he could check the pro­
grefs of royal victories, and difplay in fo fignal a mannet 

the fuperiority of freedom above tyran·ny. With the 

higheft indignation, the ambitious prince was obliged tO 

fubmit to the imperious mediation of the two common­

wealths. " It is cruel," faid he, " that laws fuould be 

• lrudlow, 

'' prefcribed 
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t, prefcribed me ' by parricides and pedlars." But hisC H A P. 
. . LXII. 

whole army was enclofed in an 1fbnd, and might be---..~ 

ftarved by the combined fquadrons of England and Hol- t659· 

land. He was obliged, therefore, to quit his prey, when 

he had fo nearly gotten poffeffion of it; and having agreed 

to a pacification with Denmark, he retired into his own 

country, where he foon after died. 

THE wars between France and Spain were alfo con­

cluded by the treaty of the Pyrenees. Thefe animofitics 

had long been carried on between the rival fi-ates, even 

while governed by a fill:er and brother, who cordial:y 

loved and efi~emed each other. But pol !tics, which lud 

fo long prevailed over thcfe friendly affections, r.o\v a.r"ldl: 

yielded to their influence; and never was the triumph more 

full and complete. The Spanifh Low Countria:~, if not 

every part of that monarchy, lay almofi- entirely at the mercy 

of its enemy. Broken armies, difordered finances, flow 

and irrefolute counfels; by thefe refource's alone were 

the difperfed provinces of Spain defended againfi the vi­

gorous power of France. But the queen rrgent, anxious 

for the fate of her brother, employed l~cr authority with 

the cardinal to flop the progrefs of the F rcnch conq uefl:s, 

and put an end to a quarrel, which, being commenced 

by amb!tion, and attended with vitl:ory, was at lafi- con­

cluded with moderation. The young monarch of.France, 

though afpiring and warlike in hi<; character, was at this 

time entirely occupied in the pl eafures of love and gal­
lantry, and had paffively rcfigne<.l the reins of empire into 

the hands of his politic minifier. And he remained an 

unconcerned fpetl:ator; while an opportunity for conqt~eft 

was parted with, which he never was able, during the 

whole courfe of his active reign, fully to retrieve. 

The rninifiers of the two crowns, Mazarine and don 

Louis de Haro, met at the foot of the Pyrenees, in the 

ifie of Pheafants, a place which was fuppofed to belong 

to neither kingdom. The negotiation being bro_yght to 

VoL. Vlf. X ~n 
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c H A P. an iffue by frequent conferences between the minifl:ers~ 
LXII. r , d f: d h r. '---v----1 the monarchs them1e1ves agree to a congrc s ; an t c1e 

1659· two fplendid courts appeared in their full lufhe amidft 

thofe favage mountains. Philip brought his daughter, 

11ary Therefe, along with him ; and gi\•ing her in mar­

r iage to his nephew, Louis, endeavoured to cement by 

this new tye the incompatible intercfis of the two monar­

ch ies. The French king made a folemn renunciation of 

every fucce11ion, which might accrue to him in right of 

his confort; a vain formality, too weak to refirain the 

ungoverned ambiti~n of princes. 

THE affairs of England were ir1 fo great diforder, that 

it was not pofiible to comprehend that kingdom in the 

treaty, or adjuft meafurcs with a power, which was in 

fuch inceffant fluCl:uation. The {ing, reduced to defpair 

by the failure of all enterprizes For his refi:oration, was 

refolved to try the weak refource of foreign fuccours; 

and he went to the Pyrer,ees at the time when the two 

mini!lers were in the midfi: of their negotiations. Don 

Louis received him with that generous civility, peculiar 

to his nation; and expreffed gr~at inclination, had the 

low condition of Spain allowed him, to give affifiance to 

the difirdTc~ monarch. The ca·1tious Mazarine, plead­

ing the alliance of France witt the Engli!h common­

wealth, refufccl even to fee him; and though the king 

offered to marry the cardinal's niece w, he could, for the 

prefent, obtain nothing but empty profeffions of refpeCt 

and protefl:ations of fen•ices. The condition cf that 

monarch, to all the world, feemed totally defprrate. His 

friends had been baffled in every attempt for his fervice: 

The fcatfo}d had often fl:reamed with the blood of the 

more aCl:ive royalifl:s: The fpirit; of many were broken 

with tedious imprifonrr.ents; The efl:ates of all were bur- .. 

thened by the fines 2nd confifcations, whic!1 had been 

levied upon them; No-one durfl openly :l\'OW himfdf of 

" K. Jame 's r.~noir • 

that 



T H E C O.T'v1lVI 6 NW E A L T H. (• 3Cj 

t sat party: And fo fll1a11 did tbeir number fecm to :1 fupcr- c }!, A P. 
. J....all, 

ficial view, that, e\cn fhould the nation recover its li-~ 

b rty, w: ich was deemed no wife probable, it was I659• 

judged uncertain wht form of government it would em-

brace. But amidft all thefe gloomy profpech, fortune, 

by a furprizing rcv<,lution, was now paving the w~y for 

the king to mount, in peace and triumph, the throne of 

his anceftors. It vas by the prudence and loyalty of 

general Monk, that this happy change was at lafr accom-

pli{hed. 

GEORGE MoNK, to whom the fate was refervcd of re- Gt>neral 

efiablilhing monarc'ly, and finilhing the bloody diffcn- Monk. 

fions of three kingd,>ms, was the fecond fon of a family 

in Dcvonlhire, ancent and honourable, but lately, from 
too great hofpitality and ex pence, fomcwhat fallen to 

decay. He betook himfelf, in early youth, to the profef-

:fion of arms; and was engaged in the unfortunate ex­

peditions to Cadiz md the ifie of Rhe. After England 

had concluded peace with all her neighbours, he fought 

military experience in the Low Countries, the great fchool ' 

of war to all the European nations ; and he rofe to the 

command of a company under lord Goring. This corn~ 
pany confi!led of ~oo men, of whom a hundred were 

volunteers, often nen of famiiy a11'i fortune, fometimes 

noblemen, who live1 upon their own income in a fplcndid 

manner. Such a lllilitary turn at that time prevailed 

among the Englifh ! 

WHEN the found of war was fidl: heard in this iihnd, 

~1onk returned to ~ngland, partly defirous of promo ion 

in his nativ~ count1y, partly difgufred with fome ill ufage 

from the States, of which he found reafon to complain. ' 

Upon the Scottilh pacification, he was employed by the 

earl of Leicefrer c:gainfr the Iriih rebels ; < having 

obtained a regiment, was foon taken not' , ( for his 

military ikill, and for his calm and dell . valour. 

'Vithout oficnt;~.ti~n, expcncc, or can. fTt~ rely by 
X 2 hi~ 
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C H A P, his humane and equal temper, he gained the good-will 
LXII. . f f '1' . d '---v---J of the foldiery; who, with a mixture o am1 1anty an 
1 659· affeCtion, ufually called him hondf George Monk; an ho­

nourable appellation, which they frill continued to him, 
even during his greatefi elevation. He was remarkable 
for his moderation in party; and while all around him 
were inflamed into rage againfi the oppofite faCl:ion, he 
fell under fufpicion from the candour and tranquillity of 
his behaviour. vVhen the Irifh army was called over into 
England, furmifes of this kind had been fo far credited, 
that he had even been fufpended from his command, and 
ordered to Oxford, that he might anfwer the charge laid 
a2:ainfr him. His efrablifhed charaCter for truth and fin­
c;rity here flood him in great fread; and upon his earneft 
proteftations and declarations, he was foon refiored to his 

regiment, which he joined at the fiege of Nantwich. 
The day after his arrival, Fairfax attacked and defeated 
the royalifis, commanded by Biron; and took colonel 
Monk prifoner. He was fent to the Tower, where he 
endured, above two years, all the rigors of poverty and 
confinement. The king, however, was fo mindful as to 
fend him, notwithfianding his own difficulties, a prefent 
of 100 guineas; but it was not till after the royalifis 
were totally fubdued, that he recovered his liberty. Monk, 
however difireffed, had always refufed the mofi inviting 
offers from the parliament: But Cromwel, fenfible of 
his merit, having folicited him to engage in the wars­
againfr the Iri!h, who were confidered as rebels both by 
king and parliament; he was not unwilling to repair his 
broken fortunes by accepting a command, which, he 
flattered himfelf, was reconcilable to the firiCl:efr princi­
ples ' of honour. Having once engaged with the parlia­
ment, he was obliged to obey orders; and found himfelf 
neceffitated to fight, both againfi the marquefs of Ormond 
in Ireland, and againfi the king himfelf in Scotland. 
u pan the reduction of the latter kingdom, r\1onk was 

' left 
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left with the fupreme command; and by the equality and C ~X~ P. 

jufiice of his adminifhation he was able to give content-~ 
ment to that refl:lefs people, now reduced to fubjeetion by 1659• 

a nation whom they hated. No lefs acceptable was his 

authority to the officers and foldiers; and forefeeing, that 

the good will of the army under his command might fome 
time be o.f great fervice to him, he had, with much care 

and fuccefs, cultivated their friendlhip. 

THE connexions, which he had formed with Crom­

wel, his benefaCtor, preferved him faithful to Richard, 

who had been enjoined by his father to follow in every 

thing the dire8ions of general Monk. vVhen the long 
parliament was refiored, lVIonk, who was not prepared 

for oppofition, acknowledged their authority, and was 
continued in his command, from which it would not 

have been fafe to attempt diflodging him. After the army Monk de­

had expelled the parliament, he proteficd ae:ainfi the vio- c'hoares folr 
"-' t t: par l.l• 

lence, and refolved, as he pretended, to vindicate their mem. 

invaded privileges. Deeper defigns, either in tbe king's 

favour or his own, were, from the beginning, fufpe3:ed 

to be the motive of his a8ions. 

A RIV ALSHlP had long fubfifred bet\vcen him and 
Lambert; and every body faw the reafon vvhy he oppof(;d. 
the elevation of that ambitious gener.J, by whofc fucccfs 

his own authority, he knew, would foon be fubverted. 

But little friend!hip had ever fubfified between him and 
the parliamentary lcaclers; and it fecmcd no wife ·pro­
bable, that he intended to employ his indufl:ry; and fpcnd 

his blood, for the advancement of one enemy above an­

other. How early he entertained defigns for the king's 

refioration, we know not with certainty: It is likely, 

that, as foon as Richard was depofcd, he forefaw, that, 

without fuch an expedient, it would be impoffible e\'er 

to bring the nation to a regular fettlement. His elder 

!lnd younger brothers were devoted to the royal caufe: 
. X 3 The 
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c H A P. The Granvillcs, his near relations, and all the refi of 
LXII. . . . h r. • a I~ h' fc lf '----..r-=:-' h1s kmdrcd, were m t e tame mteren:s : .1e tm e was 

J659· intoxicated \Vi th no fumes of enthufiafm, and had main­

tained no conncxions with any of the fanatical tribe. 

His early engagements had been with the king, and he 

had left that fervice without receiving any difguft fr<,m 

the royal family. Since he had inlifted himfclf with the 

oppofite party, he had been guilty of no violence or 

Jigor, which might render him obnoxious. His return, 

therefore, to loyalty was eafy and open; and nothing 

could be fuppofed to counterbalance his natural propen­

fity to that mcafure, except the views of his own ele­

v<:tion, and the profpeB: of ufurping the fame grandeur 

and authority, which had been affumed by Cromwel. 

But from fuch exorbitant, if not impoffible projeCl:s, the 

natural tranquillity and moderation of his temp~r, the 

calmnefs and folidity of his genius, not to mention his 

age, now upon the decline, feem to have fet ' him at a 
difiance. Cromwel himfelf, he always afferted x, could 

not. long have maintained his ufurpation; and any other 

perfon, even equal to him in genius, it was obvious, 

'\vould now fird it more difficult to praClife arts, of 
which, every one, from experience, , was fufficiently 

aware. It is more abreeablt:, therefore, to rcafon as well 

· as candor to fu ppofc , tl::'t 1onk, as foon as he put him­

felf in motion, had en t FLl ined views of erreCling the 

king's refroration; no ou~ht any objeClions, derived 

from his profouncl filcnce even to Charles himfelf, be re­

garded as confider-able. His temper was naturally referv­

cd; his circumibnccs required diffimulation; the king, 

he kncv:, was furroundcd with fpics and traitors; and 

11pon the whole, it feems hard to interpret that conduCl:~ 

which ought to exalt our iJea of his prudence, as a dif .. 

paragement of his probity. 

2 GumJle's life of Monk1 p. ~3, 
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SIR John Granville, hoping that the general would C ~XI~. P. 

engage in the king's fervice, fent into Scotland his ---. ---J 

younger brother, a clergyman, Dr. Monk, who carried t6S9• 

him a letter and invitation from the king. When the 
doB:or ar.rived, he found, that his brother was then hold-
ing a council of officers, and was not to be feen for fome 
hours. In the mean time, he was received and enter-
tained by Price, the general's chaplain, a man of probity, 
as well as a partizan of the king's. The doctor having 
an entire confidence in the chaplain, talked very freely 
to him about the objetl: of his journey, and engaged 
him, if there fhould be occafion, to fccond his applica-
tions. At lafi, the general arrives; the bro!hcrs embrace; 
and after fome preliminary converfation, the doCtor open~ 
his bufinefs. lVIonk interrupted lum to know, whether 
he had ever before to any body mentioned the fubjeCt. 

" To no body,." replied his brother, " but to Price, 
" whom I know to be entirely in your confidence." The 
general, altering his countenance, turned the difcourfe; 
and would enter into no farther confidence with him, but 
fent him away with the firfl: opportunity. He would not 
trufi: his own brother the moment he knew that he had 
difclofed the fecret; though to a man whom he himfelf 
could have trufted r. 

Hrs conduct in all other particulars was full of the 
fame referve and prudence; and no lefs was requilite for 
effeB:ing the difficult work, which he had undertaken. 
All the officers in his army, of whom he entertained any 
fufpicion, he immediately calhiered : Cobbct, who had 
been fent by: the committee of fafety, under pretence of 
communicating their refolutions to Monk, but really with 
a view of debauching his army, he committed to cuf­
tody: He drew together the feveral fcattered regiments : 
fte fummoned an affembly, fomewhat refembling a con-

Y Lord L:mfdo vn's defence of general Monk. 

X~ 
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c H A P. vention of fbtes; and having communicated to them his 
LXII. . t • • E 1 d h . d J: ~ refolutron of marctlmg mto ng an , e recetve a lea-
1!559· fonable, though no great fupply of money. 

l'iovcrr;bcr. 

HEARING that Lambert was advancing northward 

with his army, Monk fent Cloberry and two other com­
rpiffioners to London, with large profeffions of his incli-:­

nation to peace, and with offers of terms for an accom­
tpodation. His chief ~im was to g~in time, and relax 

the preparations of his enemies. The committee of fafety 
fell into the fpare. A treaty was figned by l'vlonk's com­

mi:ffioners; but he refufcd to ratify it, and complained 

that they had exceeded their powers. He delired, however~ 
to enter into a new negotiation at N cwcafl:lc. The com­

mittee willingly accepted this fallacious offer. 

~1EAN\VHIL.E thcfe military fovcrcigns found them-:-

fcl ves furrounded on all hands with inextricable diffi­
culties. The nation had fallen into total anarchy ; ar.d 
by refufing the payment of all taxes, reduced the army 
to the greatcfi ncceffit,ies. While Lambert's forces were 

aficmbling at 'N ewcaftle, Hazelrig and Morl.ey took pof­
feffion of Portfmouth, and declared for the parliament. 
A party, fent to fupprefs them, ~as perfuaded by their 
commander to join in the fame declaration. The city 
apprentices rofe in a tumult, and demanded a free parlia­

ment. 'I"'hough they were fuppreffed by co]onel Hewfon, 
a man who fro!TI the profdlion of a coblcr h~d rifen to a 

pigh rank in the army, the city fiill difcovered fymptoms 

of the mofr dangerous difcontent. It e\·en efi:abliihed a 
kind of feparate government, and affumed the fupreme 
authority within itfclf. Admiral Lawfon with his fqua­
dron came into the river, and declared for the parliament. 
Hazelrig and Morley, hearing of this important event, 
left Portfmouth, and advanced towards London. The 

regiments near that city, being folicited by their old offi­

~ers~ 'Yho h~d been ca!hiered by the committee of fafety, 

· ~·eyol~eg 
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revolted again to the parliament. Deiliorow's regiment, c H A P. 

being fent by Lambert to fupport his friends, no fooner ~ 
arrived at St. Albans, than it declared for the fame af- 1659• • 

fembly. 

FLEETWoon's hand was found too weak and unfiable 
to fupport this ill-founded fabric, which, every where 

around him, was falling into ruins. When he received 
intelligence of any murmurs among the foldiers, he would 

profirate himfelf in prayer, and could hardly be prevailed 

with to join the troops. Even when among them, he 

would, •in the midft of any difcourfe, invite them all to 

prayer, and put himfclf on his knees before them. If 
any of his friends exhorted him to more vigour, they could 

get no other anfwer, than that God had fpitten in his face, 

~nd would not hear him. Men now ceafl!d to wonder, 

why Lambert had promoted him to the office of general, 

and had contented himfelf with the fecond command in 

the army. 

LENTHAL, the fpeaker, being invited by the officers, 26th of De­

again affumed authority, and fummoned together the par- ctmber, 

liament, which twice before had been expelled with fo 

much reproach and ignominy. As foon as afi~mbleJ, P 1
. ar wment 

they repealed their aa againfr the p:1ymcnt of excife and refiored, 

cufioms; they appointed commiffioners for affigning quar-

ters to the army; and, without taking any notice of Lam-

bert, they fent orders to the forces under hi~ command 

immediately to repair to thofe quarters, which were ap-

pointed them. 

LAMBERT was now in a very difconfolate condition. 
6

,.. 
l 1Q, 

Monk, he faw, had pa!fed the Tweed at Coldftrcam, and rfr janua1y. 

was advancing upon him. His own foldiers deferted him 

in great multitudes, and joined the enemy. Lord Fair-

fax too, he heard, had raifcd forces behind him, and had 

po[eifed himfelf of York, withou~ declaring his purpofe. 
. The 
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c H A P. The lafl: orders of the parliament fo entirely :Chipped him 

~of his army, that there remainea not with him above a 

JG6o, hundred horfc: All the rcft went to their quarters with 

quictnefs and refignation; and he himfdf was, fome time 

;1f er, arreficd and committed to the Tm;ver. The other 

officers, who had formerly been cafhiered by the parlia­

ment, and \Vho had refu!T:'cd their commaluls, that they 

might fubdue thut a:lfembly, were again cailii red and 

confined to their houfes. Sir Harry Vane and fome mem­

bers, who had concurred with the committee of (afety, 

were ordered into a like confinement. And the parlia­

ment now feemcd to be again poffdfed of more abfoiute 

authority than ever, and to be without any ~anger of 

pppofition or controul. 

THE republican party was at this time guided by two 

men, Hazelrig and Vane, who were of oppofite charac­
ters, and mortally hated each other. Hazelrig, who 
poffdfed greater authority in the parliame~t, was haughty, 

imperious, precipitate, vain-gloriou3; without civility, 

without prudence; qualified only by his noify, perti­

nacious obfiinacy to acquire an afcendant in public af­

femblies. Vane was noted, in all civil tranfactions, for 

temper, infinuation, addrefs, and a profound judgment; 

in all religious fpccul2tions, for folly and extravagance. 

He was ~ perfe£1: enthufiafi; and fancying that he was 

certainly favoured with infpiration, he deemed himfelf, to 

fpeak in the language of the times, to be a man aho·vt 

Drdinances, and,, by reafon of his perfeCtion, to be un­

.limited and unrcflrained by any rules, which govern 

inferior mortais. Thefe whimfies, mit:Igling with pride,, 

had fo corrupted his excellent undcrfianding, tha.t fo~e­

times he thought hirnfdf the perfon deputed to reig~ on 

earth for a t~ou!~md years over the whole congregation o( 

the fa:thful "'• 

:~ CJ.uendon. 

MoNK 
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MoNK, though informed of the reiteration of the par- C H A P. 
liament, from whom he received no orders, frill advanced~ 
with his army, which was near 6ooo men: The feat- 1~6o. 

tered forces in England were above five times more nu-

merous. Fairfax, who had refolved to declare for the 

king, not being able to make the general open his inten-

tions, retired to his own houfe in Yorkfhire. In all 

counties through which Monk paffcd, the prime gentry 

Hocked to him with addreifes; expreffing their earneft 

defire, that he would be infirumental in refioring the 

nation to peace and tranquillity, and to the enjoyment of 
thofe liberties, which by law were their birthright, but 

of which, during fo many years, they had been fatally 

bereaved: And that, in brder to this falutary purpofe, he 

would prevail, either for the reftoring of thofe members, 

who had been fecluded before the king's death, or for the 

election of a new parliament, who might legally and by 

general confent, again govern the nation. Though Monk 

pretended not to favour thefe addreffes, that ray of hope, 

which the knowleage of his charaCter and fituation af-

forded, mightily animated all men. The tyranny and 

the anarchy, which now equally opprcifed the kingdom; 

the experience of pa!l: difiraCl:ions, the dread of future 

convulfions, the indignation again!l: military ufurpation, 

againfi fanClified hypocrify: All thc-fe motives had united 
every party, except the mofr defperate, into ardent wilhes 

for the king's refioration, the only remedy for all thefe 
fatal evils. · 

ScoT and Robinfon were fent as deputies by the par­
liament, under pretence of congratulating the general, 

but in reality to ferve as fpies upon him. The city dif· 

patched four of their principal citizens to perform like 

compliments ; and at the fame time to confirm the gene­

ral in his inclination to a free parliament, the objeCl: of 
a!l men's prayers and endeavours. The authority of 
•· ' Monk 
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c H A P. Monk could fcarcely fecure the parliamentary deputies 

~from thofe in(ults, which the general hatred and con­

J66o. tempt towards their mafrers drew from men of every rank 

and denomination. 
MoNK continued his march with few interruptions till 

he reached St. Albans. He there fcnt a melfage to the 

parliament; defiring them to remove from London thofe 
regiments, which, though they now profeffcd to return to 

their duty, had fo lately offered violence to that affembly. 

This meffage was unexpeCted, and exceedingly pe.rplexed 

the houfe. Their fate, they found, mufr frill depend on 
a mercenary army; and they were as difrant as ever from 

their imaginary fovereignty. However they found it 
necdfary to comply. The folciers made more difficulty. 

A mutiny arofe among them. One regiment, in particu­

lar, quartered in Somerfet-houfe, exprefsly refufed to 
yield t~eir place to the northern army. But thofe offi­
cers, who would gladly, on fuch an occafion, hlve in-

3d Febru- flamed the quarrel, were abfent or in confinement; and 

;:lc,~k en. for want of leaders, the foldiers were at lafr, with great · 

tersLondon. reluCtance, obliged to fubmit. J\1onk with his army took 

6th Febru-
ary. 

quarters in W efiminfrer. 
THE general was introduced to the houfe; and thanks 

were given him by Lenthal for the eminent fervices 

which he had done his country. .1\tlonk was a prudent, 

not an eloquent fpeaker. He told the houfe, that the 
fervices, which he had been . enabled to perform, were no 

more than his duty, and merited not fuch praifes as thofe 

with which they were pleafed to honour him : That 

among many perfons of greater worth, who bore their 
commiffion, he had been employed as the infrrument of 

provider.ce for effeCting their refi:oration; but he con­

fidered this fervice as a frep only to more important fer­

vices, which it was their part to render to the nation : 

Th~t while on his march, he obferved all rank~ of men, 

1~ 
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in all places, to be in earneil expectation of .a fcttlement, c H A P. 

after the violent convul!ions, to which they had been~ 
expofed ; and to have no profpect of that bl~ffing but 166o. 

from the diffolution of the prcfcnt parliament, and from 
the fummoning of a new one, free and full, who, meet-
ing without oaths or engagements, might finally give 
contentment to the nation; That applications had been 
made to him for that purpofe; but that he, fen!ible of 
his duty, had frill told the petitioners, that the parlia-
ment itfelf, which was now free and would foon be full, 
was the befr judge of all thcfe meafures, and that the 
whole community ought to acquiefce in their determina-
tion: That though he expreffed himfelf in this manner 
to the people, he mufr now freely inform the houfe, that 
the fewer engagements were exacted, the more compre-
hen!ive would their plan prove, and the more fatisfaB:ion 
would it give to the nation: And that it was fufficient 
for public fecurity, if the fanatical party and the royal-
ifrs were excluded; ftnce the principle-s of thefe: factions 
were deilruCl:ive either of government or of liberty. 

THIS fpeech, containing matter, which was both 
agreeable and difagreeable to the houfe as well as to the 
nation, fiill kept every one in fufpence, and upheld that 
uncertainty, in which it feemed the general's intcreft to 

retain the public. But it was impoffible for the kingdom 
to remain long in this doubtful fituation: The people, 
as well as the parliament, puihed matters to a decifton. 
During the late convulfions, the payment of taxes had 
been interrupted : and though the parliament, upon their 
affembling, renewed the ordinances for impofitions, yet 
fo little reverence did the people pay to thofe Jegi.fla­
tors, that they gave very flow and unwilling obedience 
to their commands. The common council of London 
flatly refufed to fubmit to an affeffment, required of 

them; and declared, that, till a free and lawful parlia-

ment 
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C H A P. ment impofed taxes, they never iliould deem it their dtt· 
LXU. Th. r t • ·r . ld d ~ ty to make any payment. IS retolutwn, 1 y1e e to, 

. ~66o. would immediately have put an end to the dominion of 
the parliament: They were determined, therefore, upori 

this occafion to make at once a full experiment of their 

own power and of their generai's obedience. 

MoNK received orders to march into the city; to feize 
9th Febru· 
ary. twelve perfons, the mofl: obnoxious to the parliament; 

to remove the pofis and chains from all the fheets; and 

to take down and break the portcullifes and gates of the 

city: And very few hours were allowed him to deliberate 

upon•the execution of thefe violent orders. To the great 

furprize and confl:ernation of all men, Monk prepared 

himfelf for obedience. NegleCl:ing the entreaties of his 

friends, the remon!lrances of his officers, the cries of the 

people, he entered the city in a military manner ; he ap­

prehended as many as he could of the profcribed periom, 

whom he fent to the Tower; with all the circumfiancfs 

of contempt he broke the gates and portcullifes; and 

having expof~d the city to the fcorn and derifion of all 
who hated it, he returned in triumph to his quarters in 

W eitminfl:er. 

No fooner had the general leifure to refleCt, than he 

found, that this lafl: meafure, infiead of being a continu­

ation of that cautious ambiguity, wh!ch he had hitherto 

maintained, was taking party without referve, and laying 

himfelf, as well as the nation, at the mercy of that 

tyrannical parliament, whofc power had long been odi­
ous, as their perfons contemptible, to all men. He 
refolved, therefore, before it were too late, to repair the 

dangerous mifrake, into which he had been betrayed, and 

to {how the whole world, frill more without referve, that 

he meant no longer to be the miniCc-:!r of violence and 

nth Feb;u- ufurpation. After complaining of the odious fervice, in 

ary. which he had been employed; be wrote a letter to the 
boufe, 
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lmu ... e, reproaching them, as well with the new "cahals C HXA P. 
1 ll. 

, hich they had formed with Vane and Lambert, as with~ 
the encouragement given to a fanatical petition prefer.tcd 1660• . 

by Pra1fegod Barebone; and he required them, in the 
uame of the citizens, foldiers, and whole commonwealth, 

to iffue writs, within a week, for the filling of their 

houfe, and to fix the time for their own diffolution and 
the afiembling of a new parliament. Having ciifpatchcd Declares f'or 
h · 1 h · h · h b .I d h h h a free par-t ts etter, w !C m1g t e rcgarue , c t oug t

1 
a~ an liament. 

undoubted pledge of his fincerity, he marched with his 
army into the city, and defired Alien, the !\1ayor, to 
fummon a common-council at Guildhall. He t!lere 
made many apologies for the indignity, which, two days 
before, he had been obliged to put upon them; alfureJ 
them of his pcrfevcrance in the meafures \vhich he had 
adopted; ~nd defired tLat they might mutually plight 
their faith for a ftrict union between city and army, in 
every enterprize for the happinefs and {ettlement of the 
commonwealth. . 

IT would be difficult to defcribe the joy and exultation, 
which difplaycd itfelf throughout the city, as foon as 

intelligence was conveyed of this luppy meafure, em­

braced by the genera). The profpetl: of peace, concord, 
liberty, juaice, broke forti at once, from amidft the 
deepeft darkncfs, in which the nation had ever been in­
volved. The vie·cv of p:1fi: calamities no longer prefented 
difmal prognofiics of the f11ture: It tended only to in­

hance the general exultation for thole fcencs of happinefs 
and tranquillity, which all men now confidently promifcd 

, themfelves. The royalifis, the pn·fnyterians, forgetting 

all animofities, mingled in commpn joy ar¥J tranfport, 
and vowed never more to gratify the ambition of falfc and 
factious tyrants, by their calamitous divitions. The popu­
lace, more outrageous in their fdli\·ity, made the air 
re[Qund with acdam~tion~, and illuminated every fireet 

with 

9 
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C H A P. with fignals of jollity and triumph. Applaufes of thd 
LXII. ' ' . 1 d . h d fi . ~general were every where mtermmg e Wit ete at10n 

J6eo. againfi the parliament. The mofi ridiculous inventions 

were adopted, in order to exprefs this latter paffion. At 

every bonfire rumps were roafied; and where thefe could 
no longer be found, pieces of fle!h were cut into that 

:Chape: And the funeral of the parliament (the populace 

exclaimed) was celebrated by thefe fymbqls of hatred and 

derifion. 
THE parliament, though in the agonies of defpair, 

made fiill one effort for the recovery of their dominion. 

They fent a committee with offers to gain the general. 

He refufed to hear them, except in the prefence of fomc 

of the fecluded members. Though feveral perfons, def­

perate from guilt and fanaticifm, promifed to invefi him 

with the dignity of fupreme magifirate, and to fupport his 

government, he would not hearken to fuch wild propofals. 

Having fixed a clofe correfpondence with the city, and 

eft~blilhed its militia in hands, whofe fidelity could be re­

lied on, he returned with his army to W efiminfler, and 

purfued every proper meafure for the fettlement of the 

nation. While he frill pretended to maintain republican 

principles, he was taking large fieps towanls the re-ei1:a­

blifhment of the ancient monarchy. 

~~a Febru- THE fecluded members, upon the general's invitation, 

;7ciuded went to the houfe, and finding no longer any obfhuB:ion, 
members ,they entered, and immediately appeared to be the majo- . 
reftored. rity: Mofi of the independents left the place. The 

refiored members fidl: repealed all the ordinances, by 

which they had been excluded: They gave Sir George 

Boothe and his party their liberty and efiates: They re­

newed the general's commiffion, and enlarged his powers: 

L6thMarch. They fixed an affeffment for the fupport of the fleet and 
Long parlia- A d h · rr .1 h ment dif- army : n avmg paneu t efe votes for the prefent 
folved. compofure of the kingdom, they diffolved themfelves, 

and 
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tand ifTued writs for the immediate afTembling of a new par .. c H A P. 
, , • n_ • LXII. 

]Iament, rh!S lan: meafure had been prCVIOUfly COOCert- 1.-.-.;----1 

ed with the general, who knc\v, that all men, however 1G6o, 

· c.lifFcrent in affections, expeB:rttions, and defigns, united 

iu their deteflation of the long pari iameut. 

A COUNCIL OF STATE w::s eftabJifhcd, confifting of 

men of charac1er and moderation; mo£1: of whom, during 

the civil wars, had made a great figure among the prdby­

terians. The militia of the bngdom \Vas put into fuch 

hands as would promote order and fettlemcnt. Thefe, 

C1.)njoined with Monk's army, which lay united at I.tan­
don, were efieemed a fufficicnt check on the more nume­

rous, though difperfed army, of \vhofe inclinations there 

was frill much rcafon to be diffident. l\1onk, however, 

was every day removing the more obnoxious officers, and 

bringing the troops to a fiate of d ifcipLne and obedience. 

OvERToN, governor of Hull, had declared his refo­
lution to keep poffeffion of that fortrefs till the coming of 
king Jefus: But when Alured produced the authority of 

parliament for his delivering the place to colonel Fairfax, 
he thought proper to comply. 

:N1oNTAGUE, who commanded th~ fleet in the Baltic, 
had entered into the confpiracy with Sir George Boothe; 

and pretending want of provifions, had failed from the 

Sound towards the coafi of England, with an intention 

of fupporting that infurreetion of the royalifis. On his 
arrival he received the news of ..,oothe's defeat, and the 

total failure of the enterprize. The great difficulties, to 

which the parliament was then reduceJ, allowed them no 

leifurc to examine firictly the reafons, which he gave for 
quitting his fiation; and they allowed him to retire peace­

ably to his country-houfe. The council of fbte now 

conferred on him, in conjunction V\'ith fvionk, the com­

mand of the fleet; and fecured the naval, as well as 

\' OL. V1L Y military 
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c H A P. military for~e, in hands favourable to the public fettlf}­
LXII. 
~ment. 

166o. NoTWITHSTANIHNG all thefe fieps, which were taking 

towards the re-efl:abliihment of monarchy, Monk frill 
maintained the appearance of zeal for a commonwealth, 
and hitherto allowed no canal of correfpondence between 
himfdf and the king to be opened. To call a free parlia­

ment, and to refi:ore the royal family, were vifibly, in 
the prefent difpofitiotr of the kingdom, one and the fame 

meafure: Yet would not the general declare, otherwife 
than by his aCl:ions, that he had adopted the king's in­

terefl:s; and nothing but neceaity extorted at la:fi: the con­

fcffion from him.. His iilence, in the commencement of 

his enterprize, ought to be no objeCtion to his fincerity; 
fince he maintained the fam~ retCrve, at a time, when, 
{tonfifient with common fenfe, he could have entertained 

no other purpofe a. 

THERE was one l\1orrice, a ~ent!cman of Devon!hire, 

of a fedentary, ftudious difpofition, nearly related to 

1 ·Ionk, and one who had always maintained the ftrietefl: 
intimacy with him. With this friend alone did .rv1onk: 

deliberate concerning that great enterprize, wnich he had 

proje8:ed. Sir John Gram~ille, who had a commiffion 
fr.om the king, applied to Morrice for accefs to the ge­

neral; but received for anfwer, that the general defired 
him to communicate his bufinefs to Morrice. Granville, 

though importunately urged, twice refufed to deli'lter hi-s 

mefrage to any but !VIQnk himfelf; and this cautious po­

litician, finding him now a perfon, whofe fecrecy could 
be fafely trufl:ed, admitted him to his prefence, and open­

ell to him his whole intentions. Still he fcrupled te 
commit any thing to writing b: He delivered only a ver­

bal mefragc by Granville; afruring the king of his fervicei', 

a See note [L] at the end of the vCI!ume. i La.ofdowne, Clarendon. 

j_ 
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giving advice for his conduCt, and exhorting him in£tant- c H A P. 

i I h ell •Jl;. • • d . . H I LXII. y to eave t e .;:,panllu terntoncs, an ret1re mto o-~ 
land. He was apprehenfive lefi Spain might detain him 16Ee. 

as a pledge for the recovery of Dunkirk and Jamaica. 
Charles followed thefe directions, and very narrgwly 

efcaped to Breda. Had he protracted his journey a few 

hours, he had certainly, under pretence of honour and 

refpect, been arrefred by the Spaniards. 

LocKHART, who was governor of Dunkirk, and no 

wife averfe to the king~s fcrvice, was applied to on this 

occafion. The fl:ate of England was fet before him, the 

certainty of the refioration reprefented~ and the profpetl: 

of great favour difplayed, if he would anticipate the vows 
of the kingdom, and receive the king into his fortrefs. 

Lockhart ft:ill replied, that his commiffion was derived 
from an Engliih parliament, and he would not open bi5 
gates but in obedience to the fame authority c, This 

fcruple, though in the prefent emergence it approaches 

towards fupedlition, it is difficult for us entirely to con­

demn. 
THE elections for the new parliament went eV'ery 

where in favour of the king's p1rty. This was one of 

t:hofe popular torrents, where the moll: indifferent, or 

even the mofr averfc, are tranfported with the general 

· paffion, and zealoufly adopt the fentiments of the com­

munity, to which they belong. The enthufiafis them­

fe1ves feemed to be difarmed of their fury; and between 

defpair and afioniihment gave way to thofe meafures, 

which, they found, it would be impoffible for them, by 
their utmofi efforts, to withfiand. The prc!byterians, 

the royalifis, being united, formed the voice of the na­
tion, wl)ich, without noife, but with infinite ardour, 

called for the king's reftoration. The kingdom was a}. 

mo.ft .enti.[ely in the hands . of the former party; and fome 

'" su~n:t. 

Yl zealous 
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c H A P. zealous leaders among them began to renew the deman<i 

~~of thofe conditions, which had been required of the late 
J66o. king in t[le treaty of Newport: But the general opinion 

feemed to conJemn all thofc rigorous and jealous capitu­

lations with their fovereign. Haraffed with convuHions 
and diforders, men ardently longed for repofe, and were 

terrified at the mention of negotiations or delays, which 
might afford opportuu1ty to the feditious army frill to 

breed new confufion. The paffion too for liberty, having 

been carried to fuch violent extreme~, and having pro­
duced fuch b~oody commotions, began, by a natural move­

ment, to give place to a fpirit of loyalty and obedience; 

and the public was lefs zealous in a caufe, which was be­

come odious, on account of the calamities, which had fo 

long attended it. After the legal conceffions made by the 

late king, the confiilution feemed to be fufficiently fe­

cured ; and the additional conditions infifl:ed on, as they 

had been framed Juring the greatcfl: ardour of the conteft, 

amounted rather to annihilation than a limitation of mo­

narchy. Above all, the general was averfe to the mention 

of conditions; and refolved, that the crown, which he 

intended to reftore, iliould be conferred on the king en­

tirely free and unincun1bered. Without farther fcruple, 

tlr:refore, or jealoufy, the people gave their voice in elec­

tions for fuch as they knew to entertain fentiments favour­

able to monarchy; and all payed court to a party, which, 

the.y forefaw, was foon to govern the nation. Though 
the parliament had voted, that no one £hould be eletl:ed, 

who had himfelf, or whofe father had borne arms for the 

late king; little regard was any where pa) ed to this ordi­

nance. The leaders of the prefbyterians, the earl of Man­

chefier, lord Fairfax, lord Robarts, Hollis, Sir Anthony 
Aihley Cooper, Annefley, Lewis, were determined to 

atone for pafi tranfgreffions by their prefent zeal for the 

royal interefis; and from former merits, fucceffes, and 

I f ufferings, 
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fufFerings, they had acquired with their party the highefl: c H A P. 

d. d h · LXII. ere 1t an aut onty. ~ 

THE affairs of Ireland were in a condition no lefs fa- 166o. 

vourable to the king. As foon as Monk declared againfl: 

the Engli£h army, he difpatched emi£raries into Ireland, 

and engaged the officers in that kingdom to concur with 

him in the fame meafures. Lord Broghill, prefident of 

Munfter, and Sir Charles Coote, prefident of Conn:llight, 

went fo far as to enter into a correfpondence with the 

king, and to promife their affiftance for his refioration. In 
conjunction with Sir Theophilus Jones, and other officers, 

they took poffeffion of the government, and excluded Lud-

low, who was zealous for the rump-parliament, but whom 

they pretended to be in a confederacy with the Committee 

of Safety. They kept themfelves in reaJi~efs to f(..rve the 

king; but made no declarations, till they fhould fee the 

turn, which affairs took in England. 

BuT all thefe promifing views had almoft been blafted 

by an untoward accident. Upon the arlmifilon of the 

fecl.uded members, the republican party, particularly th 

late king's judges, were feized with the jufieft defpair, 

and endeavoured to infufe the fame fentimcnts into the 

army. By themfelves or their emiifaries, they r"'pre­

fented to the foldiers, that ail thofe brave atl:ion -, which 

had been performed during the war, a:1d which w re fo 

meritorious in the eyes of the pariiament, would no doubt 

be regarded as the deepcfi: crimes by the roya!ifis, and 

would expofe the army to the fevcrei1 vengeance. That 

in vain did that party make profcffions of moderation and 

lenity: The king's death, the execution of fo many of 

the nobility and gentry, the fequeftration and imprifon­

ment of the refr, were in their eyes crimes fo deep, and 

offences fo perfonal, as mufr be profecuted with the mofl: 

implacable refentment. That the lofs of all arrears, and 

the ca£hiering of every officer and foldier, were the 1ighte:ll: 

Y 3 punifhment, 
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C H A P. puni!bment, which muft be expeCted : After the difper .. 
LXll. n· · d h ....___...--'lion of the army, no farther prote~.;.llon remame to t em, 
16\iQ. either for life or property, but the clemency of enraged 

vietors. And that, even if the moft perfeCl: fecurity could 
be obtained, it were inglorious to be reduced, by treachery 
and deceit, to fubjecrion under a fee, who, in the open 
field, had fo often yidded to their fuperior valour. 

AFTER the(e fuggeftions had been infufed into the 
army, Lambert fuddenly made his efcape from the Tower, 
and th1ew Monk and the council of fl:ate into great con­
fiernation. They knew Lamberes vigour and atl:ivity; 
they were acquainted with his popularity in the army; 
they were fenfible, that, though the foldiers had lately 
deferted him, they fufficiently expreffed their remorfe and 
their detefration of thofe, who, by fa}fe profdlions, they 
found, had fo egregioufly deceived them. It feemed ne­
<=eiTary, therefore, to employ the greatefi celerity in fup­
prefiingJo dangerous a foe: Colonel Ingold!by, who had 
been one of the late king's judges, but who was now en­
~irely engaged in the royal caufe, was difpatched after 

.ud April. him. He overtook him at Davenrry, while he had yet 
a(fembled but fo\,lr troops of horfe. One of them deferted 
him. Another quickly followed the example. He him­
fe1f, endeavouring to make his e(cape, was feized by In­
gold!by, to whom he made fubmiffion~ not fuitabie to his 
former charaCter of fpirit and valour. Okey, Axtcl, 
Cob bet, Crede, and other officers of that party were taken 
prifoners with him. All the t.oads were full of foldiers 
haflening to join them. In a few day~ they had been 
formidable. And it was thouP'ht, that it roir•ht orove 

0 c- • . 

dang~rous for Monk himfelf to \ave aifembled anv c~nfl-
derable body of his republican umy for their fup~re:;Eon : 
So th~lt nothing could be more happy tha1 the fudden <;X• 

tin~ion of this riftng flame. . · 

1}/Hf:.U 
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·WHEN the parliament met, they chafe Sir Harbott1e C HA P. 

. LXII. 

Gnmfione fpeaker, a man, who, though he had for fome "--v--J 

time concurred with t'he late parliament, had long been 1h66o .. 
~5! Apnl. 

ell:eemed affeB:ionate to the king's fervice. The great 

dangers, incurred during former ufurpations, joined 

to the extreme caution of the general, kept every one in 

awe ; and none dared for fame days, to make any men· 

tion of the king. The members exerted their fpirit<:hiefly 

in bitter invectives againfi: the memory of Cromwel, and 

in execrations againfi the inhuman murther of their 

late fovereign. At laft, the general, having fufficiently Ift May. 

founded their inclinations, gave direC\:ions to Annefley, 

prefident of the council, to inform them, that one Sir 

John Granville, a fervant of the king's, had been fent 

over by his majefiy, and was now at the door with a let-

ter to the commons. The loud eft acclamations were ex- The refiora• 

cited by this intelligence. Granville was called in: The tion. 

letter accompanied with a declaration, greedily read: 

Without one moment's delay, and without a contradic .. 

tory vote, a committee was appo.inted to prepare an 

anfwer: And in order to fpread the fame fatisfatlion 

throughout the kingdom, it was voted that the letter and 

declaration fhould immediately be publiihed. 

THE people, freed from the fi:ate of fufpence, in which 

they had fo long been held, now changed their anxious 

hope for the unmixt effulions of joy; and difplayed a 

facial triumph and exultation, which no private profpe­

rity, even the greatefr, is ever able fully to infpire. 

Traditions remain of men, particularly of Oughtred, the 

mathematician, who died of pleafure, when informed of 

this happy and furprifing event. The king's declaration 

was well calculated to uphold the fatisfaC\:ion, infpired by 

the profpetl of public fettlement. It offered a general 

amnefty to all perfons whatfoever; and that without any 

exceptions but fuc.h as fhould afterwards be made by par-

Y 4 liament t 
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· liament: It promifed liberty of confcience; and a con ... 

· currence in any aCt of parliament, vvhich, upon matu.re 

del'bcrJtion, iliould be ofFered, for infuring that indul­
gen('\!: rt fubmitted to the arbitration of the fame alfem­

bly, the enq uiry into all grants, purchafes, and aliena­
tic ns : And it allured the foldiers of all their arrears, and 
promifeJ tnem, for the future, the fame pay, which they 
then enjoyed. 

THE lords, p~rceiving the fpirit, by which the king­

.dom as well as the commons was animated, hafrened to 

re-infrate themfelves in their ancient authority, and to 
take their {hare in the fettlement of the · nation. They 
f9und the doors of their hou fe open ; and all were ad­

mitted, even fuch as had formerly been excluded on ac­

count of their pretended dclinq~ency. 

THE two houfcs attended; while the king was pro­
claimed with great [i lemnity, in Palace-Yard, at vVhite­

hall, and at Temple-.oar. The commons voted 500 

·pounds to buy a jewel for Granville, who had brought 

them the king's gracious meffages : A prcfcnt of so,ooo 
pounds was conferred on the king, 1 o,ooo pounds on the 

duke of York, 5000 pounds on the duke of Gloucefler. 

A committee of lords and commons was difpatched to 
invite his majefly to return and take poffeffion of the go­

vernment. The rapidity, \vith which all thefe events 
:w 're conduCted, was n arve lous, and difcovercd the paf­
fionate zeal and entire unanimity of the nation. Sue~ 

an imp:..tience appeared, an<.l fuch an emulation, in lords, 

and commons, and city, who iliould make the mofl: lively 
cxpreffions of their joy and duty; that, as the noble 
hiilorian expreffes it, a man could not but wonder where 

thofe people dwelt, who had done all the mifchief, an~ 

kept the king fo many years from enjoying the comfort 
and fupport of fuch excellent fubje&s. The king him­
fdf faid, that it mufl: furely have been his own fault, 

that 



THE COMMONWEALTH. r 

that he had not fooner taken poffeffion of the throne; c H A P. 
LXI!. 

fince h~ found every body fo zealous in promoting his '--v---J 
happy reftoration. . 166o, 

THE refpeCt of foreign powers foon followed the fub­

miffion of the king's fubjeB:s. Spain invited him to 

return to the Low Countries, and embark in fome of her 

mantirne towns. France made proteftations of affecrion 

::}nd regard, and offered Calais for the fame purpofe. 

The fiates-general fent deputies with a like friendly in­
vitation. The king refolved to accept of this ]aft offer. 

The people of the republic bore him a cordial affcB:ion; 

and politics no longer reftrained their magiftrates from 

promoting and expreffing that fentiment. As he paffed 

from Breda to the Hague, he was attended by nume­

rous crowds, and was received with the louder.: acc:lama­

tions ; as if themfel ves, not their rivals in power and 

commerce, were now rcftored to peace and fecurity· 

The fiates-general in a body, and afterwards the ftates 

of Holland apart, performed their compliments with the 

greatefi: folemnity: Every perfon of diftinB:ion was am­

bitious of being introduced to his m«jefty ; all ambafiadors 

and public minifters of kings, princes, or frates, repaired 

to him, and profefTed the joy of their mafters in his be­

half: So that one would have thought, that from the 

united efforts of Chrifiendom, had been derived this 

.revolutio~, which diffufed every where fuch univerfal 

fatisfatl:ion. 
THE Englilh fleet came in fight of Scheveling. l'vTon­

tague had not waited for orders from the parliament; but 

had perfuaded the officers, of themfelvcs, to tender their 

duty to his majefl:y. The duke of York immediately 

went on board, and took the command of the fleet as 
high admiraL · 

'VHEN the king difembarked at Dover, he was met 

~y the general, vdwm he cordially embraced. Never 
fubjeCl: 
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c ~ A P. fubjeCl: in faCt, probably in his intentions, had de(erved 
LXII. better of his king and country. In the fpace of a few 

~months, without effufion of blood, by his cautious and 
.difinterefied conduB: alone, he had befl:owed fettlement 
on three kingdoms, which had long been torne with the 
moR violent convulfions : And having obfiinately refufed 

the moft inviting conditions, offered him by the king as 

well as by every party in the kingdom, he freely re:fl:ored 

his injured mafter to the vacant throne. The king cn-

tgthMay. tered London on the 29th of May, which was alfo his 
birth-day. The fond imaginations of men interpreted as 

a happy omen the concurre~ce of two fuch joyful periGds. 

"~nners 

<~.~:darts, 

• * * * * * * • * • ~ 

AT this ;era, it may be proper to flop a moment, and 

take a general furvey of the age, fo far as regards man­

ners, finances, arms, commerce, arts and fciences. The 

chief ufe ef hiftory is, that it affords materials for difqui­

fitions of this nature; and it feems the duty of an hifrorian 

to point out the proper inferences and conclufions. 

No people could undergo q change more fudden and 

entire in their manners thaq did the Englilh nation dur­

ing this period. From ~rflnquillity, concord, fubmiffion, 
fobriety, they paffed in an infiant to a. fi~t(! of faB:ion, 
fanaticifm, rebellion, and almoft frenzy. The violence 
of the Englilh parties exceeded any thing, which we can 
now imagine: Had they continued but a little longer, 

there was j ufi: reafon to dread all the horrors of the ancient 
m;lff<lcrcs and profcriptions. The military ufurpers, whofe 
ttuthority was founded on palpable injuftice, and was fup­

ported by no n~tional party, would have been impelled 
by 
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py rage and defpair into fuch fanguinary meafures; and· C H A P. 

if thefe furious expedients had been employed on one fide,~ 
revenge would naturally have pu£hed the other party, after a.66o. 

'J return of power, to retaliate upon their enemies. No 

focial intercourfe was maintained between the parties; no 

marriages or alliances contraaed. The royalifts, though 

oppre£red, hara£red, perfecuted, difdained all affinity 

with their mafiers. The more they were reduced to fub-
jeclion, the greater fuperiodty did they affeCt: above thofe 
ufurpers, who by violenc~ and injufiice had acquired an 

afcendant over them. 

THE manners of the two faCl:ions were as oppofite as 
thofe of the moft difiant nations. " Your friends, the 

" Cavaliers," faid a parliamentarian to a royalifl, '' are 
" very diffolute and debauched." " True~" replied the 

royalifis, " they have the infirmities of men: But your 

" friends, the Roundheads, have the vices of devils, 
" tyranny, rebe11ion, and fpiritual pride d." Riot and 
diforder, it is certain, notwithfianding the good exampl~ 

fet them by Charles I. prevailed very much an10ng his 
partizans. Being commonly men of birth and fortune, 
to whom exce£res are Iefs pernicious than to the vulgar, 

they were too apt to indulge themfelves in all pleafures, 
, particularly thofc of the table. Oppofition to the rigid 

precifenefs of their antagonifis encreafed their inclination 

to good-fellowibip; and the character of a man of plea­
fure was affeCl:ed among them, as a fure pledge of attach­

ment to the church and monarchy. Even when ruined 

by confifcations and fequefirations, they endeavoured tQ 
n1aintain the appearance of a carelefs and focial jollity. 
~' As much as hope is fuperior to fear," faid a poor and 
merry cavalier, " fo much is our fituation preferable to 

f' that ot our enemies. We laugh while they tremble." 

S.il P.hilip Wa wic, 
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c H A P. THE gloomy enthufiafrn, which prevailed among the 

~parliamentary party, is furely the mofi curiam fpeetacle 

166o. prefented by any htil:ory; and the mofl: infi:JUB:ive, as 

well as entertaining, to a philofophical mind. All recre· 

ations were in a manner fufpended by the rigid feverity 

.of the prefbyterians and independents. Horfe-races and 

cock-matches were prohib:ted as the greateR: eoormities e. 

Even bear-baiting was efieemed heathenilh arrl unchri­

:fiian: The fport of it, not the inhumanity, gare offence. 

Colonel Hewfon, from his pious zeal, marched with his 
regiment into London, and Jefrroyed all the bears, which 
were there kept for the diverfion of the citize1s. This 

adventure feems to have given birth to the fictim of ffu­
dibras. Though the Engliih nation be naturmly candid 

and fincere, hypocrify prevailed among them ~yonc.l any 

example in ancient or modern times. The rel:gious hy­

pocrify, it may be remarked, is of a peculiar mture; and 

being generally unknown to the perfon himfe:f, though 

more dangerous, it implies lefs falfehood than any other 

fpecies of in1incerity. The Old Tefl:ament, preferably 

to the New, was the favourite of all the feCl:aries. The 

eafiern poetical fiyle of that compofition made it more 
eafily fufceptible of a turn, which was agreeable to them. 

WE have had occafion, in the courfe of thi! work, to 

fpcak of many of the feCl:s, which prevailed in England: 

To enumerate them all would be impoffille. The 

quakers, however, arc fo confiderable, at leafi fo fin gu­

lar, as to merit fame attention; and as the; renoun­

ced by principle the ufe of arms, they n<ver made 

fuch a figure in public tranfaCl:ions as to enter into any 
part of our narrative. 

THE religion of the q uakers,. Jike mofr others, began 
with the lowefi vulgar, and, in its progrefs, ctme at lafi 

to comprehend people of better quality ani fafhion. 

• Killing no Murder. 
George 
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George Fcx, born at Drayton in Lancafuire in 1624, C H A P. 
LXIr. 

was the fotnder of this fecr. He was the fon of a weaver, '---v--..1 

and was limfelf bound apprentice to a {hoe-maker. l66o. 

Feeling a (l:ronger impulfc towards fpiritual contemp!a-
tions than towards that mechanical profeffion, he left 
his mafier, and went about the country, cJoathed in a 
leathern d'>ublet, a drefs which he long affeB.ed, c:s well 
for its fi1~gularity as its cheapnefs. That he might 
wean himHf from fublunary objects, he broke off all con-

nexions v.Tth his friends and family, and never dwelled a 
moment in one place; left habit fhould beget new con-

nexions, aJ.d deprefs the fublimity of his aerial medi-
tations. He frequently wandered into the woods, and 
palled whole days in hollow trees, without company, or 
any other amufement than his Bible. H~wing reached 
that pitch )f perfecrion as to need no other book, he foon 
advanced to another ftate of fpiritual progrefs, and began 
to pay lef: regard even to that divine compofition itielf. 
His own b·eafr, he imagined, was full of the fame infpi-
ration, whch had guided the prophets and apofrlcs thcm-
felves; ani by this inward light muft every fpiritual 
obfcurity le cleared, by this living fpirit mufi the dead 
letter be allimated. 

WHEN he had been fufficiently confecrated in his own 
imaginatim, he felt that the fumes of felf.;pplaufe foon 
diffipate, i;" not continually fupplied by the admiration of 
others; ard he began to feek profelytes. Pr~!clytcs were 
eafily gain!d, at a time when all men's affi 8ions were 
turned tovards religion, and when the mofr extravagant 
modes of it were fure to be mofi popular. All the forms 
of ceremolly, invented by pritlc and oficntation, Fox and 
his difcipl<s, frcm a fuperior pride and ofientation, care­
fully rejeted : Even the ordinary ri~es of civi!ity were 
fhunned, ts the nourifhment of carnal vanity and [elf­
conceit. They would bellow no titles of difiintlion: 

'I' he 
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c H A P. The name of friend was the only falutation, with which 
LXII. h . d'r . . 1 a d T r \...-.-v--' t ey m ucnmmate y accone every one. o no pen on 
166o, would they make a bow, or move their hat, or give any 

:figns of reverence. lnftead of that affetled adulation, 
introduced into modern tongues, of fpeaking to indivi­
duals as if they were a multitude, they ..returned to the 
:fintplicity of ancient languages; and tbou and thee were 

t)le only expreffions, which, on any confideration, they 

could be brought to employ. 
DRESS too, a material circumfiance, diftinguifhed the 

members of this feel. Every fupedluity and ornament 

was carefully retrenched : No plaits to their coat, no 
buttons to their Ileeves : No lace, no ruffies, no embroi­
dery. Even a button to the hat, though fometimes ufe.: 
ful, yet not being always fo, was univcrfally rejected by 
them with horror and detefration. 

THE violent enthufiafm of this fetl, like all high paf­
fions., ~ing too {l:rong for the weak nerves to fufi:ain, 
threw the preachers into convul1aons, and iliakings, and 
difiortions in their limbs; and they thence received the 
appellation of quakerr. Amidft the great toleration:t 
which was then granted to all feels, and even encourage­
:anent given to all innovations, this feel alone fuffered 

perfecution. From the fervour of their zeal, the quakers 
broke into churches, difiurbed public wor1hip, and h~­
rafl'ed the miniiler and audience with railing and reproach~s. 
When carried before a magiftrate, they refufed hitn all 
reverence, and treated him with the fame familiarity as if 
he had been their equaL Sometimes they were thrown 
into mad-houfes, fometimes into prifons : SometimeS 

whipped, fometimes pilloryed. The patience and for· 
titude, with which they fuffered, begat compaffion, ad­
miration, efiee~ r. A fupernatural fpirit was believed 

to 

f The following flory is told by Whitlockl", p. 599· Some quakers ;t.t 

HaJingtcn in Northumb::rland coming to the minifier on th~ Sabbath-day, 
an~ 
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to fupport them under thofe fufferings, which the ordi- c H A P. 

nary frate of humanity, freed from the illufions of paffion, L-L~JI~-. 
is unable to fufiain. x66o. " 

THE quakers creep~d into the army: But as they 

preached univerfal peace, they feduced the military zealots 
from their profeffion, and would foon, had they been fuf­
fered, have put an end, without any defeat or calamity, 
to the dominion of the faints. Thefe attempts became a. 

fre!h ground of perfecution, and a new reafon for their 

progrefs among the people. 

MoRALS with this fcB: were carried, or affe8ed to be 
carried, to the fame degree of extravagance as religion. 

Give a quaker a blow on one cheek, he held up the other: 

A!k his cloke, he gave you his coat alfo: The greatefr 

interefi: could not engage him, in any court of judicature, 
to f wear even to the truth : He never afked more for his 
wares than the precife fum, which he was determined to 
accept. This laft maxim is laudable, and continues frill 

to be religioufly obferved by that fett 
No fanatics ever carried farther the hatred to ceremo­

nies, forms, orders, rites, and pofl.tive inftitutions. Even 

baptifm and the Lord's fupper, by all other feB:s believed 
to be interwoven with the very vitals of chriftianity, were 
difdainfully ' rejeB:ed by them. The very fabbath they 
profaned. The holinefs of churches they derided ; and 

they would give to thefe facred edifices no other appella­
tion than that of jhops orjleeple-hou.fts. No priefi:s were ad­

mitted in their feet: Every one had received from imme­

diate illumination a character much fuperior to the facer­
dotal. When they met for divine worfhip, each rofe up in 

and fpeaking to him, the peop1e fell upon the quakers, and almofi: killed 

one or two of them, who going out fell on their knees, and prayed God to 

pardon the people, who knew not what they did; and afterward~ fpeaking to 

the people, fo convinced them of the evil they bad done in beating them, 

that the country people fell a quarrellin;, ;tnd beat cm another more than 

thC'r h.ad before beaten the 'lllakers. · 
his 
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c H A P. his place, and delivered the extemporary infpirations of 

~the Holy Ghoil:: Women alfo were admitted to teach the 

166o. brethren, and were confidered as proper vehicles to con­
vey the dicrates of the fpirit. Sometimes a great many 

preachers were moved to fpeak at once: Som etirnes a to­

tal filence prevailed in their congregations. 

SoME q uakcrs attempted to fafi forty days in imitatio11 

of Chrifi; and one of them bravely peri!hed in the ex­

periment ::;. A female quaker came naked into the church 

where the proteCtor fate; being moved by the fpirit, as 

- fhe faid, to appear as a Jign to the people. A number of 
them fancied, that the renovation of all things h<lJ com­

menced, and that cloaths were to be rejecred together 

with other fuperfluities, The fufferings, which followed 
the praCtice of this doetrine, were a fpecies of pcrfecution 

not well calculated for promoting it. 

jAMES NAYLOR was a quaker, noted for blafpherny, 

or rather madnefs, in the time of the proteetorfhip. He 

fancied, that he himfelf was transformed into Chrifi, and 

was become the real faviour of the world ; and in confe. 

quence of this frenzy, he endeavoured to imitate many 

aCtions of the Meffiah related in the cvangeliil:s. As he 

bore a refemblance to the common picrures of Chrifi; he 

allowed his beard to grow in a like form: He raifed a per­

fen from the dead h: He was miniil:ered unto by women i: 
He entered Briftol, mounted on a horfe: I fuppofe, from 

the difficulty in that place of finding an afs: His difciples 

fpread their garments before him, and cried, " Hofanna 

'' to the higheft; holy, holy is the Lord God of Sab­

" baoth." When carried before the magifirate, he would 

give no other anf wer to all q ueftions than " thou haft 

g Whitlocke, p. 6~4. 

h Harleyan Mifcdlany, vol. vi. p. 399• One Dorcas Earberry made oath 

before a magiftrate, that fue had been dead two days, and that Naylor had 
brought her to life, i Id, ibid, 

" faid 
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" faid it." What is remarkable, the parliament thought C H A P. 
. LXII. 

that the matter dcferved their attention. Near ten days '---_,...---J 

they fpent in enquiries and debates about him k. They 166o. 

condemned him to be pilloryed, whipped, burned in the 

face, and to have his tongue bored through with a red hot 
Iron, All th€fe feverities be bore with the ufual patience. 

So far his delufion fupported him. But the frquel fpoilcd 

all. He was fent to Bridewell, confined to hard labour, 
fed on bread and water, and debarred from all his dd._ 
ciplcs, male and female. His illufic diBipated; and 

after fome time, he was contented to come out an ordi-

nary man, and retun to his ufual occupations. 

THE chief taxes in England, during the time of the 

commonwealth, were the monthly affdfrnents, the cxcifc, 

and the cuftoms. The affeffments were levied on perfonal 
cftates as well as on land 1

; and commiffioners were ap­

pointed in each coun y for rating the individua1s. Tbe 
higheft affefTment amounted to 120,000 pounds a month 

in England; the loweft was 35,000. The affel1inents 

in Scotland were fometimes Io,ooo pounds a mcnth m ; 

commonly 6ooo. Thofe on Ireland 9000. At a me­

dium, this tax might have afforded about a million a year. 

The excife, during the civil wars, was levied on bread, 

fle£h-meat, as well as beer, ale, firong-watcrs, aud nnny 

other commodities. After the king was fubdued, bread 
and flefh-meat were exempted from excife. The cuftoms 

on exportation were lowered in 1656 ". In 1650, com­

miffioners were appointed to levy both cufioms and ex­
cifes. Cromwel in 1657 returned to the old practice of 

farming. Eleven hundred thoufand pounds were then 

offered, both for cufioms and excife, a greater· fum than 

had ever been levied by the commiffioners 0 
: The whole 

of the taxes during that period might at a medium amount 

k Thnrloe, vol v. p. 7c-S'. 

m Thurloe, vol. ii. P• 476. 

o Thurloe, vol, Ti. p 42 S• 

VoL. VII. z 

I Scobel, P• •P9• 

• Scobc:l, p. 376. 

t 
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c _r:_ A P. to above two millions a year; a fum, which, thoug':l 
LA•I. 

"------.r---1 moJerate, much . exceeded the revenue of any former 

I66o. king P. S-cqudh ... tions, compofitions, fale of crown and 

church Lwds, and of the lands of delinquents, yielded 

alfo confiJerable fums, but very difficult to be eftimated. 

Church Llnds are fa id to have been fold for a million q• 

None of thcfe were ever valued at above ten or eleven 

years purchafe r. The eftates of delinquents amounted 

to above 200,00e> pounds a year 5 • Cromwel died more 

than two millions ia Jcbt t; though the parliament had 

left him in the trcafury above soo,ooo pounds; and in 

fiorcs, the value of jOO,coo pounds u. 

ri'HE committee of danger in April 1648 voted to raife 

the army to 40,000 men w. The fame year, the pay cf 

the army was efiimated at 8o,ooo pounds a month x. 

1"'lle efl:ablilhm(:nt of the army in 1652, was in Scotland 

15,oo8 foot, 258o horfe, s6o dragoons; in England, 

4708 foot, 2)20 horfe, garrifons 6154. In all, 31,5H), 
bdidcs officers Y. T'he army in Scotland was afterwards 

con:1dcrahly red teed. The army in Ireland was not 

much ilwrt of 20,080 men; fo that upon the whole, the 

co.nmonVlt?aith maint~:ined in 1652 a franding army of 

ll1Grc t:1:-.t1 so,coo men. Its pay amounted to a yearly 
{u·n of r,o+7,7' 5 pounds~. Afterwards the proteCtor 
reuuccd the eftab~ifl1ment to 30,000 men; as appears by 
the lnihumcnt of Government and Humble Petition and 

Advice. His frcaucnt enterprizes oblio-ed him from time o , 
to time to aug.ncnt them. Richard had on foot in Eng-

bnJ an army of 13 1 2 sS men, in Scotland 9506, in Ire-

!> It 1pp":m rh t the late kir:g's revenue from 1637, to the m~eting of the 

ng p:trli .• ment, W.lS only 9oo,ooo pounds, of which z/Jo,ooo may be efteem-

t•d li' ~ I. q Dr. Walker, p 14. r Thurloe, vol. i. p. 753• 

s 1.n1d. vol. ii. p. 414, t Ibid. vol. vii, p. 667. 
11 \VCtl..l'; Jl.1::1ake in Oliver Cromwel. w \Vhitlocke, P• ~8. 

x l"ld. p. 378, Y Journal, :z.d·"December, l65:z.. 
'L t:, ib1 .. , 

a ..,._ __ _. 
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!anti about ro,ooo men a. The foot foldiers had corn- C H A P. 
LXII. 

tnonly a fhilling a day b. The horfe hal tw:) fhillin;;s ~ 

and fix-pence; fo that many gentlemen and younger 1600
• 

brothers of good family inli!ted in the proteEl:or\ cavalry c. 

No wonder, that fuch men were averfc from the re-efta­
bli£hment ot civil government, by which, they well knew, 

they mufr be deprived of fo gainful a profeffion. 

AT the time of the battle of Worce!l:er, the parlia­
ment had on foot about 8o,ooo men, partly militia, part­

ly regular forces. The vigour of the commonwealth, 
aml the great capacity of thofc members, who had aifum­

cd the government, neve~; at any time appeared fo con• 

fpicuous d. 

'I' HE whole revenue of the public during the protec­

todhip of Richard was cftimated at r,868,717 pounds~ 

His annual expertces at 2,20I,540 pounds. An adJi .. 
tional revenue was demanded from parliament e. 

rrHE commerce and indufrry of Et gland encreafed 

extremely during the peaceable period of Charles's reign: 

The trade to the Eafr-lndies and to Guinea became con­

fiderable. The EngliCn poife!fed al:11oft the fole trade 

with Spain. Twenty tlwufand cloths wac annually fcnt 
to Turkey r. Commerce met with interruption, no doubt• 

from the civil wars anJ convulfions, which afterwards 
prevailed ; though it foon recovered after the efiablilh­
ment of the commonwealth. The war with the Dutch• 
by difrreffing the commerce of [o formidable a rival, fcrved 

to encourage trade in England : The Spanifh war was 

to an equal degree pen1icious. !~11 the d}(Cls of the 

Engliih merchant-, to an imrnenfe value, \Vcre confif .... 
cated in Spain. The prevalence of d~moc~~tical principles 

a J .urnal, 6th of April, 16 59· b Thurloe, vol. i . p. 3tl )• 

•'t'ol. ii. p. 414. c: Gumble's Lift: of Mor.k. d \ Vh1tl•Jcke, 

f· 477· e Journal, 7th April, 1659• f StrafrorJ', ~ctter£1 

\t~l. 1, P• 4" I, 4'-3, 4jo, 46; . 

z 2 
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c H A P. engaged the country gentlemen to bind their fonsappren­
• LXII 
~ tices to merchants g; and commerce has ever fir.ce been 

a66o. more honourable in England than in any other E.Jropean 
kingdom. The exclufive companies, which brmerly 
confined trade, were never exprefsly abolithed by any or­
dinance of parliament during the commonwealth 1 but as 
men p;yed no regard to the prerogative, whmce the 

charters of thefe companies were derived, the rr.onopoly 

was gradually invaded, and commerce encreafd by the 

encreafe of liberty ... Intereft in 1650 was reduc~d to fix 

per cent. 

THE cuftoms in England, before the civil ~ars, are 

faid to have amounted to 500,080 pounds a ye!r b: A 
fum ten times greater than during the beft period n queen 
Elizabeth's reign: But there is probably fome exagger­
ation in this mattc·r. 

THE Pofr-houfe, in 1653, was farmed at ro,ooo pounds 

a year, which was deemed a confiderable fum for the three 
kingdoms. Letters paid only about half the prefent 
poftage. 

FRoM x6r9 to 1638, there had been coined 6,s~oo,o4-2 

pounds. From 1638 to 1657, the coinage amwnted to 

7,733,52r pounds i. Dr. Dovenant has told ts, from 
the regiftersofthe mint, that, between 1558 ard 1659, 
there had been coined 19,8 32,476 pounds in ~old and 
filver. 

THE firfr mention of tea, coffee, and choo]ate, is 
about 166o k. Af?aragus, artichoaks, colliflover, and 

a variety of fa lads, were about the fame time in:roduced 
into England 1• 

THE colony of New England encreafed by neans of 
the puritans, who fled thither, in order to free tremfelves 

~ Clarendon. 1t Lewis Roberts'& Treafure of Traffick. 

i Happy future ftate of England, k Anderfon~ volii. p. u I• 

1 Id. ibid. 

fro~ 
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from th~ confiraint, which Laud and the church party c H A P. 
LXII. 

had imp> fed upon them ; and before the commencement~ 

of the ci.ril wars, it is fuppofed to have contained 25,000 166o. 

fouls m. For a like reafo the catholics, afterwards, who 

found t'h!mfelves expofed to many hardfhips, and dreaded 

frill wore treatment, went over to America in great num-
bers, arrl fettled the colony of Maryland. 

BEFm E the civil wars, ]earning and the fine arts were 

favourec .:t court, and a good tafie began to prevail in the 

nation. The king loved pictures, fometimes handled the 

pencil hmfelf, and was a good judge of the art. The 

pieces o: foreign mafiers were bought up at a vafr price; 
and the ·alue of piB:ures doubled in Europe by the emu­

lation between Charles and Philip IV. of Spain, who were 

touched with the fame elegant paffion. Vandyke was 

careffed and enriched at court. Inigo J ones was mafier 
of the l<ing's buildings; though afterwards perfecuted by 
the parlament, on account of the part which he had in 

rebuildi1g St. Paul's, and for obeying fome orders of 
council, by which he was direB:ed to pull down houfes, 

in orderto make room for that edifice. Laws, who had 
not bee1 furpaifed by any mufician before him, was much 
belovedby the king, who called him the father of mufic. 

Charles was a good judge of writing, and was thought 

by fom< more anxious with regard to purity of fiyle than 
becamea monarch n. Notwithfianding his narrow reve­
nue, ard his freedom from all vanity, he lived in fuch 

magnifi:ence, that he poffeffed four and twenty palaces, 

all of t~m elegantly and compleatly furnifhed; infomuch, 
that, v.hen he removed from one to another, he was not 

obligedto tranfport any thing along with him. 
CRo~WEL, though himfelf a barbarian, was not in­

fenfible to literary merit. Ulher, notwithfl:anding his 

being <J bilhop, received a penfion from him. Marvel 

m Bitilh Empire ia America, vol. i. P• 37:. • Burnct, 

z 3 and 
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c H A P. and Mtlton were in his fcrvice. Wall er, who was his 

~relation, was card1cd by him. That port ahvays faid~. 
I66,:f, ' that the ProteCtor himfelf was no~ fo wpolly illiterate as 

WflS comnjonly imagined. He gave a hundred pounds a: 
year to the divinity profefior at Oxford; and an hifl-orian 

mentions this bounty as an infiance of his love of litera­

ture 0 • He intended to h;:.ve ereEted a college at Durham 

for the benefit of the northern counties. 

CIVIL wars, efpecially when founded on principles of 

liberty, a1~ not commonly unfavourable to the arts of 

eloquence and compofition; or rather, by prefenting no­

b~er and more interefiing objetl:s, they amply compenfate 

th:1t tranquillity, ~f wh1ch they bereave the mufes. 1'hc. 

fpccches of the parliamentary orators during this period 

are of a firain much fuperior to what any former cge had 

produced in England; and the force and compafs of our 

tongue were then firfr put to trial. It m~uft, however, 

b~ confdfed, that the wretched fanaticifm, which f~ 

much infe0ed the parliamentary party, was no lefs de­

firucl:ive of tafie and fcicnce, than of all law and order. 

Gaiety and wit were profcribed : Human learning de~ 
fpifcd : Freedom of cnq uiry dctdl:ed : Cant and hypocrify 

a1one encouraged. It was an article pofitively infifl:cd on 

in the preliminaries to the treaty of Uxbridge, tbat all 

play-houfes {houl~ for ever b~ aboli{hed, Sir John Da­

vcnant, fays V{hitlocke ", fpeaking of the year 1658, 
pu bli!hed an opera? notwithfranding the nicety of th~ 
times. A11 the king's furniture was put to fale: His pic­

tures, difpofed of at very low prices, enriched all the 

colleCtions in Europe : The cartoons, when complete~ 

~ere only appraifed at 300 pounds, though the whol~ 
collection of the king's curiofities was fold at above 

5?,coo q, Even the royal ~alaces were pulled in pieces~ 

Cl Ne;;le's Hiflory of the Puritans, vol. iv. P• a3. 
'3 Parl,, Hi~, Vt,>l. x·x, p. 8~, 

and 
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:md the materials of them fold. The very libre1ry ;,n.l c TT '\ P. 
T '\ I' 

medals at St. J amcs's, were intended by th"' generals to __:.:_ ... -~J 
be brought to auction, in order to pay the cm·ears of fomc 1 66.::>. 

regiments of cavalry, quartered nc:u Lon~on: But Se!-

den, :1pprehenfive of the lofs, engaged . his friend \Vhit-

locke; then lord-keeper for the Cl.lrnmonwealth, to apply 

for the office of librarian. This expedient fav<.d that va-

luable colleCtion. 

It is however remarkable, that the grc~tdl: gen:us by 

far, that !hone cut in England during this period, was 

deeply engaged with thefe fanatics, an~i even proftitu rd 

his pen in theological controverfy, in faCtious difputcs, 

and in jufrifying the mofr violent meafures of the party. 

This was John Milton, whofe poems arc admirable, 

though liable to fome objections ; his profe writings 

difagrccable, though not altogether defective in genius. 

Nor ar.e all his poems equal: His Paradife Loft, his Co­

mus, and a few others fhine out amidfl: fome flat and in­

fipid compofitions: Even in the Paradife Loft, his C<1pita1 

performance, there are very long paffages, amounting to 

near a third of the work, alrr.ofl: wholly defiitute of har­

mony and elegance, nay, of all vigour of imagination. 

This natural inequality in Milton's genius was much 

encreafed by the inequalities in his fubjeCl:; of which 

fome parts are of themfelves the moit lofty that can enter 

into human conccp ion; othas would have required the 

mofr laboured elegance of compofition to fupport them. 

It is certain, that this author, when in a happy mood, 

and employed on a noble fubjcet, is the mofl: wonderfully 

fublime of any poet in any language; Homer and Lucre­

tius and Taffo not excepted. lv'lore concife than Homer, 

more fimple than Taifo, more nervous than Lucretius; 

had he lived in a later age, and l(';Jfllcd to po1ifh fome 

rudenefs in his verfes ; had he fnjoyrd better fortune, 

and poffdfed leifure to w.ttch t~1c rca.:rns of genius in 

Z 4 ~limfclf; 
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c H A P. himCelf; he had attained the pinnacle of perfection, and 
'-!::~borne away the palm of epic poetry. 

JfiGo. IT is \V~ll known, that Milton never enjoyed in his 
lifetime the reputation v.rLich he deferved. His Paradife 
Loft was long negle£led : Prejudices ~gain£1: an apologifi: 
for the regicides, ar.d agai nfi a ~ ork not wholly purged 
from the cant of former times, kept the ignorant world 
from perceiving the prodigious merit of that performance. 
Lord Somers, by encouraging a good edition Gf it, about 
tw'enty years after the author's death, firfl: brought it into 
requefl:; and Tonfon, in his dedication of a fmaller edi­
tion, fpeaks of it as a \'Vork j ufr beginning to be known. 

Even during the prevalence of f\ailton's party, he feems 
never to have been much regarded; and \Vhitlocke r talks 
of one 1\IIilton, as he calls him, a blind man, who was 
employed in tranflating a treaty with Sweden into Latin. 
Thcfe forms of expreffion are amufing to pofierity, who 
confider how obfcure Whitlocke himfelf, though lord­

keeper, and ambaffildor, and indeed a man of great abi­
lities and merit, has become in comparifon of Milton. 

IT is not frrange, that Milton received no encourage­
ment after the refloration: It is more to be admired, 
that he efcaped with his life. Many of the cavaliers 
blamed extremely that lenity towards him, which was fo 
honourable in the king, and fo advantageous to poflerity. 
It is faid, that he had faved Davenant's life during the 
protetl:odhip; and Davenant in return afforded him like 
protection after the refloration; being fenfible, that men 
of letters ought always to regard their fympathy of tafle · 
as a more powerful band of union, than any difference 
of party or opinion as a fource of animofity. It was dur­
ing a fl:ate of poverty, blindnefs, difgrace, danger, and 
old age, that Milton compofed his wonderful poem, 

· which not only furpaift:d all the performances of his CO• 

temporaries, 
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temporaries, but all the compofitions, which had Rowed C H A P. 

from his pen, during; the vigor of his age, and the height~ 
of his profperity. 'l'his circumfrance is not the leafi re- ~66o. 

markabl.e of all thofe which attend that great genius. He 

died in i 67 ~.t, ~ged 6€>. 

W AL rE~ was the firft refiner of Engli!h poetry, at leafi: 

of Engli!h rhyme; but his performances fiill abound with. 

many fault>-, and what is more material, they contain 

but feeble and fuperfic~al beauties. Gaiety, wtt, . .and in­

genuity a~·c their ruling charaB:cr: They afpire not to 

the fublime; fiill lefs to the pathetic. They treat of 

love, without making us feel any tendcrnefs; and abound 

in panegyric, without exci'tlng admirar ion. The pane­

gyric, however·, on Cromwel contaim more force than 

we lhould ex peel: from the other compolltions of this poet. 

·w ALLER was born to an ample fortune, was early 
introduced to the court, an d lived in the bdt company .. 

He poffeifed talents for eloquence as well as poetry; and 

till his death, which happened in a good old age, he was 

the delight of the houfe of commons. The errors of his 

life proceeded more from want of courage than of honour 

or integrity. He died in t68i, aged 82. 

CoWLEY is an author extremely corrupted by the bad 
tafie of his age; but had he lived even in the purcfi:: times 

of Greece or !tome, he mufi: always have been a very in­

different poet. He had no ear for harmony; and his 
verfes are only known to be fuch by the rhyme, which 

terminates them. In his rugged untuneable numbers are 

conveyed fentiments the mofi: firained and difi:orted; long 

fpun allegories, difiant allufions, and forced conceits. 

Great ingenuity, however, and vigour of thought Come­

times break out amidfi thofe unnatural conceptions: A 
few anacreontics furprife us by their cafe and gaiety: His 

profe writings pleafe, by the honefiy and goodnefs which 

they exprefs, and even by their fpleen and melancholy. 

This author was much more praifed and admired during 
hi~ 
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c H A P. his life time, and celebrated after his death, than the great 
LXII. 'I H d' d . 6" d '-'v---1 M1 ton. e 1e m 1 07, age 49· 
J 6~o. SIR JoHN DEPHAM in his Cooper's Hill (for none of 

his other poems merit attention) has a loftinefs and vi­

gour, which bad not before him been attained by any 
Engliili poet, \vho wrote jn rhyme. The mechanical 

difficulties of that meafure retarded its improvement. 

Shakefpeare, whofe trag ic fcenes are fometirnes fo won­

derfully forcible and exprcffive, is a very indifFerent poet, 

whe_n he attempts to rhyme. Precifion aml eatnefs are 

chie.fly wanting in D"'nham. He died in t688, aged 73• 

No Englith ~uthor in that age was more c ebratt:d 

both abroad and at ho 1e than Hobbes: In our time, he 

s much negleCted : A lively inftanc~ how precarious a1l 

repu tations, founded on rcafoning and philofophy i A 

pleafant comeJy, w 1ic 1 paints the manners of the age, 

and expofes a faithful picture of nature, is a durable work, 

and is tranfmitted to the lateft oficrity. But a fyflem, 

whether phyi1cal or metaphyfical, comm nl} owes its {uc­

cefs to its novelty; and is no fooner canvaffed :with im­

pa;tiality than its weaknefs is difcovered. Hobbes's po 

litics are fitted only to pi·omote tyranny, and his ethics 

to encourage licentioufnefs. Though an enemy to reli­

gion, he partakes nothing of the fpirit of fcepticifm; but 

·is as pofitive and dogmatical as if human reafon, and his 

reafon in particular, could attain a thorough conviction 

in thefe fubjetl:s. Clearnefs and propriety of fly le are the 

chief excellencies of Hobbes's writings. In his own per­

fan he is reprefentcd to have been a man of virtue; a cha­

raCter no wife furprifing, notwithflanding his libertine 

fyfrem of ethics. Timidity is the principal fault, with 

which he is reproached : He lived · to an extreme old age, 

yet could never reconcile himfelf to the thoughts of death. 

The bo!dncfs of his opinions and fentiments form a re­

I?arkable contrafr to this part of his character. He died 

in 1679, -aged 91~ 
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HARRINGTON's Oceana was well adapted to that age, c H A P.. 
t. h 1 f . . bJ" LXII • W;1en t e p ans o tmagmary repu tcs were the daily~ 

fuojects of debate and converfation; and even in our time J{j69. 

it is jufily udmired as a work of genius and invention~ 

~he idea, however, of a per feet and immortal common:-
wea1th will always be found as chimerical as that of a 

perfect and immortal n1an. The fiyle of this author 

wants eafe and fluency; but the good matter, ~hi eh his 

work contains, makes compenfation. He died in 1677, 

aged 66. 
HARVEY is entitled to the glory of having made, by 

reafoning alone, without any mixture of accident, a ca­
pital difcovery in one of the mofi important branches of 

fcience. He had alfo the hc:ppinefs of efiablifhing at once 

his theory on the mofi folid and convincing proofs; and 

pofierity has added little to the arguments fuggefied by 

his indufiry and ingen~ity. His treatife of the circula­
tion of the blood is farther embellilhed by that warmth 

and fpirit, which fo naturally accompany the genius of 

invention. This great man was much favoured by 
· Charles I. who gave him the liberty of ufing all the deer 

• in the royal forefis for perfeCl:ing his difcovcries on the 
generation of animals. It was remarked, that no phy­

fician in Europe, who had reached forty years of age, ever, 

to the end of his life, adop~ed Harvey's doCl:rine of the 

circulation of the blood, and that his praCl:ice in London 
diminifhed extremely, from the reproach drawn upon him, 

by that great and fignal difcovery. So flow is the progrefs 

of truth in every fcience, even when not oppofed by fac­

tious or f~perfiitious prejudices! He died in 1657, 

~ged 79• 
THIS age affords great materials for hifl:ory; but did 

not produce any accompli!hed hi!l:orian. Clarendon, 

however, will always be efl:eemed an entertaining writer, 

even in dependant of our curiofity to know the faCts, which 
he 
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c H A P. 'he relates. His fiyle is prolix and redundant, and fuffo-
LXII. h 1 h f · · d B · d · r '---v---1 cates us by t e engt o 1ts peno s: ut 1t 11COven 

J66o. imagination and fentiment, and pleafes us at the fame 

time that we difapprove of it. He is more partial in ap­
pearance tha.n in reality: For he feems perpetually anxious 
to apologize for the king; but his ap(,Jogies are often well 

grounded. He is lefs partial in his relation of facts, than 

in his accc;mnt of charaB:ers : He was too honeft a man 
to faHify the former; his affeB:ions were eafily capable, 

unknown to himfelf, of difguifing the latter. An air of 

probity and goodnefs runs through the whole work; as 

thefe qualities did in reality embelldh the whole life of 

the author. He died in 1674, aged 66. 

THESE are the chief performances, which engage the 

attention of pofterity. Thofe numberlefs productions, 

with which the prefs then abounded ; the cant of the 

pulpit, the declamations of party, the f u btilties of theo­

logy, all thefe have long ago funk in filence and obli· 
vion. Even a writer, fuch as Selden, whofe learning 
was his chief excellency; or Chillingworth, an acute 

difputant againfi the papifts will fcarcely be ranked among 
the claffics of our language or country. 
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CHARLES It 

C H A P. LXIII. 

New miniflry--Aa of indemnity--Settlement of 
the revenue--Trial and execution of the ;·egicides 

--.Dijfoluti01: of the convention--Parliament 
--Prelacy rt.ftored--Infurreftion of the Mille- , 
narimts--Affairs of Scotland --Conference at 
the Savoy--Arguments for and againfl a compre­
henjion--A new parliament--Bijhops' feats 
reftored--Corporation aft--Aft of uniformity 
-King's marriage--'I'rial of Vane--And 
execution-Prejbyterian clergy ejefted--Dun­
kirk fold to the French---Declaration of indulgence 
--Decline of Clarendon's credit. 

CHARLES II. when he afcended the throne of c H A P, 

his ancefiors, was thirty years of age. He poffelfed ~ 
a vigorous confiitution, a fine lhape, a manly figure, a 166o. 

graceful air; and though his features were harlh, yet 
was his countenance in the main lively and engaging. 
He was in that period of life, when there remains enough 
of youth to render the perfon amiable, without prevent• 
ing that authority and regard, which attend the year~ of 
experience and maturity. Tendernefs was excited by the 
memory of his recent adverfities. His prefent profperity 
was the objeCt rather of admiration than of envy. And 
as the fudden and furprifing revolution, which refiored 

him 
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c H A P. him to his reo-al rights, had alfo rd1:orcd the nation to 

LXIII. od d }"b . b . .1 
~.r-l peace, law, or er, an 1 erty; no pnnce ever o tameu 

t66o. a crown in more favourable circumH:ances, or was more 

blefl: with the cordial affection and attachment of his 

New mini­
fry. 

fubjects. . 
THIS populanty, the king, by his whole demeanor 

and behaviour, was well qualified to fupport and to en­

creafe. To a lively wit and quick comprehenfion, hi'! 

united a jufi underfianding and a general obfervation both 

of men and things. The eafiefi manners, the mofi un­

affeB:ed politenefs, the mofi: engaging gaiety accompanied 

his converfation and addrefs. Accufiomed during his 

exile to live among his courtiers rather like a companion 

than a monarcn, he retained, even while on the throne, 

that open affability, which was capable of reconciling the 

mofl: determined republicans to his royal dignity. To­
tally devoid of refentment, as well from the natural lenity 

as carelefrnefs of his temper, he infured pardon to the 

mail: guilty of his enemies, and left hopes of tavour to his 

mofl:: violent opponents. From the whole tenor of his 

aB:ions and diCcourfe, he feemed defirous of loiing the 

memory of pail: animofities, and of uniting every party 

in an afteB:ion for their prince and their native country; 

INTO his council were admitted the inofi eminent merl 

of the nation, without regard to former difiintl:ions: 

The prefbyterians, equally with the royalifis, fhared this 

honour. Annefley was alfo neated earl of Anglefey J 

Afhley Cooper lord Aihley; Denzil Hollis lord Hollis. 

The earl of l\tlanchefl:er was appointed lord chamberlain, 

and lord Say, privy fea1. Calamy and Baxter, preibyte­

rian clergymen, were even made chaplains to the king. 

ADMIRAL MoNT AGUE, created earl of Sandwich, was 

entitled from his recent ferviccs to great favour; and he 

obtained it. Monk, created duke of Albemarle, had 

performed fuch fignal iervices, that, according to a vulgar 

~ and 
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:\nd malignant obfervation, he ought rather to have ex- c H A P. 

petted hatred and ingratitude : Yet was he ever treated by~~ 
the king with great marks of diil:inC!:ion. Charles's dif- 1{)6o. 

polition, free from jealoufy; and the prudent behaviour 
of the general, who never over-rated his merits; pre-

vented all thofe difgufis, which naturally arife in fo deli-
cate a fituation. The capacity too of Albemarle was not 

extenfive, and his parts \vere more folid than .lhining. 
Though he had difiinguifhed himfelf in inferior fiations, 

he was imagined, upon familiar acquaintance, not to 

be wholly equal to thofe great atchievements, which 
fortune, united to prudence, had enabled him to per-

form ; and he appeared unfit for the court, a fcene of 

life to which he had never been accuftomed. l\1orrice, 

his friend, was created fecretary of frate, and was fup-
ported more by his patron's credit than by his own 

abilities or experience. 

BuT the choice, which the king at firfr made of his 

principal minifrers and favourites, was the circumfrance, 
which chiefly gave contentment to the nation, and prog­
nofticated future happinefs and tranquillity. Sir Edward 

Hyde, created earl of Clarendon, was chancellor and 

prime minifrer: The marquefs, created duke of Ormond, 

was fteward of the houfehold : The earl of Southampton, 

high treafurer: Sir ~dward Nicholas, fecretary of fiate. 

Thefe men, united together in friendlhip, and combining 

in the fame laudable inclinations, fupported each other~ 

eredit, and purfued the interefts of the public. 

AGREEABLE to the prefent profperity of public affairs 

was the univerfal joy and fefiivity diffufed throughout the 

nation. 'rhe melancholy aufierity of the fanatics fell 

into difcredit together with their principles. The roya­

lifis, who had ever affected a contrary difpofition, (ounCI 

in their recent fuccefs new motives for mirth and gaiety; 

and it now belonged to them to give repute and fafhion 
to 



352 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A P. to their manners. From paft experience it had fuffici-
LXIII. 1 d h . d'ft· o. f 'f ~ ent y appeare , t at gravtty was very 1 met: rom Wl -

16'a. dom, formality from virtue, and hypocrify from religion. 

/ 

8.ofin-
~.mnity. 

The king himfelf, who bore a fhong propenfity t<J 

pieafure, ferved, by his powerful and engaging ex­
ample, to baniih thofe four and malignant humours, 

which had hitherto engendered fuch confufion. And· 

though the juft bounds were undoubtedly paffed, when 

men returned from their former extreme ; yet was the 

public happy in exchznging vices, pernicious to fociety, 

for diforders, .hurtful chiefly to the individuals themfelves, 

who were guilty of them. 
IT required fome time before the feveral parts of the 

ftate, disfigured by war and faction, could recover their 

former arrangement: But the parliament immediately 

fell into good correfpondence with the king; and they 

treated him with the fame dutiful regard, which had 

ufually been payed to his predeceffors. Being fummoned 
without the king's confent, they received, at firft, only 

the title of a convention; and it was not till he paffed 

an aB: for that purpofe, that they were called by 
the appellation of parliament. All judicial proceedings, 

tranfaB:ed in the name of the commonw.ealth or protec­

tor, were ratified by a new law. And both houfes, ac­

knowledging the guilt of the former rebellion, gratefully 

received, in their own name and in that of all the fub­

jeel:s, his majefty's gracious pardon and indemnity. 

THE king, before his refroration, being afraid of re-· 

ducing any of his enemies to defpair, a no · at the fame 

time unwilling that fuch enormous crimes as had been 

committed, ihould receive a total impunity, had expreffed 

himfelf very cautioufiy in his declaration of Breda, and 

had promifed an indemnity to all criminals, but fuch as 

ihould be excepted by parliament. He now iffued a pro­

clamation, declaring that fuch of the late king's judges 
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as did not yield--themfclves prifoners within fourteen days c H A. P, 

fhould receive no pardon. Nineteen furrendered them-~~ 
felves: Some were taken in their flight: Others cfcapcd 166 • 

beyond fea. 

THE commoi1s feem to have been more inclined to le-' 

nity than the lords. The upper houfc~ inflamed by the 
ill ufage, which they had received, were refolved, bdides 

the late king's judges, to except every one, who had fitten 

in any high court of jufiice. Nay, the earl of Brifrol 

moved, that no pardon might be granted to thofe who had 

any wife contributed to the king's death. So wide an 

exception, in which every one, who had ferved the par .. 

liament, might be comprehended, gave a general alarm ; 

and men began to apprehend, that this motion was the 

effeCl: of fame court artifice or intrigtle. B'ut the king 

foon diffipatcd thefe fears. He came to the houfc of 

peers ; and in the mofi: earne!l: terms, paired the aft of 

general indemnity. He. urged both the neceffity of the 

thing, and the obligation of his former promife: A pro­

mife, he faid, which he would ever regard as fac1 ed; 

fincc to it he probably owed the fatisft,Clion, which at 

prcf~nt he enjoyed, of meeting his people in parliament. 

This meafure of the king's was received with great ap­

plaufe and fatisfaB:io~. · 

AFTER repeated felicitations, the aB: of indcmnitr 

paffed both houfes, and foon received the royal affrnt. 

'I'hofe who had an immediate hand in the late king's death, 

were there excepted : Even Cromwel, Ireton, Bradihaw, 

and others now dead were attainted, and their efrates for­

feited. Vane and Lambert, though none of the regi­
cides, were alfo excepted. St. John and feventeen perfons 

more were deprived of all benefit from this aB:, if they 
ever accepted any public employment. All who had fitten 

in any illegal high court of jufiice were difabled from 

VoL. Vlf. A a bcariwr 
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c H A P. bearing offices. Thefe were all the feverities, which fol .. 
LXI JI. d . f . . '1 d }r. "-· ~ lowe iuch uncus ClVl wars an con vu uons. 

I li6o . r 1 f • k' ' 
Settlemen t THE next bufincfs was the 1ctt ement o toe mg s re· 
of the reve ~ venue. In this work, the parliament had regard to public 
n ue, . 

f reedom as well as to the fupport ·of the crown. The 

tenures of wards anJ liveries had long been . regarded as 

a grievous burthen by the nobility and gentry: Several 

attempts had been made during the reign of James to 

purchafe this prero;ative, together with that of - purvey~ 

ance; and 200,000 pounds a year had been offered that 

prince in lieu of them: \Vardlhips and purveyance had 

'been utterly aboliilied by the republican parliament: And 

even in the prefent parliament, before the king arrived in 

England, a bill had been introduced, offering him a com­

penfation for the emoluments of thefe prero6atives. A 
hundred thoufand pounds a year was the fum agreed to; 

and half of the excife was fettled iq. perpetuity upon the 

crown as th~ fund \\'hence this revenue ihould be levied. 

Though that impoH yielded more profit, the bargain ' 

might be efteemed hard; and it was chiefly the neccffity 

of the king's fituation, which induced him to confent to 

it. No requefl: of the parliament, during the prefent joy, 
co uld be refufed them. 

1'o ~ t\ A GE ::tnd poundag::: and the other half of the ex­

c ife \VCro granted to the king during life. The parlia­

ment even proceeded fo far as to vote that the fettled re­

venue of the crown for ·all charges fhould be 1,2oo,ooo 
pounds a year; a fum greater than any Englifh monarch 

had ever before enjoyed. But as all the princes of Eu­

rope were perpetu ally au gmen ting their military force, 

and confcquently their e::'-:pence, it became requifite that 

England, from motives both of honour and fecurity, 

ihould bear fome proportion to them, and adapt its re­

venue to the new fyflem of politics, which preva iled. 

J ccordin~ 
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Atc0rding to the chancellor's computation, a charge of c H A P; 
'{j LXIII. Soc,coo pounds a year, was at prefcnt requ1 1tc for the~ 

flo:et anll other articles, which furmdl y coil: the crown 166o. 

but eighty thoufand. 

HAD the parliament, before rcfioring the king, infified 
on any farther limitations than thofe which the confritu­
tion already impofed; befidcs the clanger of reviving 
former quarrels among parties; it would fcem, that their 
precaution had been etHirely fuperfluous. By reafDn of ' 
its Render and precarious revenue, the crown in effect 
was frill totally dependant. Not a fourth part of this 
fum, which feemed requifite for public cxpcnccs, could 
be levied without confent of parliJment; a~1d any concef­
fions, had they been thought. uc~clfary, might, even after 
the rdl:oration, be extorted by the commons from their 
neceffitous prince. This parliament fhowed no intention 
of employing at prefent that engine to any fuch purpofr.:s; 
but they {eemed frill determined not to part with it en-

, tirely, or to render the revenues of the crown fixed and 
independent. Tho' they voted in general, that I ,2oo,ooo 
pounds a year fhould be fettlecl on the king, they fcarcely 
affigncd any funds, which could yield two thirds of that 
fum. And they left the care of fulfilling their engage• 
mcnts to the future confideration of parliament. 

IN all the temporary fupplies, which they voted, they 
oifcovercd the fame cautious frugality. To difbanJ the 

army, fo formidable in itfelf, and-fo much accufiomed to 
rebellion and changes 0f government, was necefEtry for 
the fecurity both of king and parliament; yet the com­
ll10lb fhowLd great jealoufy in granting th.:: fums, rcqui .. 
fite for that end. An a:f1cf1incnt of ;c,ooo r-ounds a 
month was imp()fcd; hut it was at firfl: voted, to continue 
oniy three r~1ouths: And all the other fums, which they 
levied for that purpofe, by a poll- bill and new a!fclfn,cnts, 
v.cre frill granted J.;y parcels; as if they were nor, as yet, 

· A a 2 well 
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C H A P. well affured of the fidelity of the hand, to which the 

~~money was entrufl:ed. Having proceeded fo far in the 

J66o. fettlement of the nation, the parliament adjourned itfelf 
J 3th .Sept. 

for fome time. 

Trial ~nd DuRING the recefs of parliament, the object, which 
executiOn of 
the regi- chiefly intereftcd the public, was the trial and condemn .. 
c:d:s. ation of the regicides. ~~he general indignation, attend­

ing the enormous crime, of which thefe men h<!d been 

guilty; made their fufferings the fubject of joy to the 

people: But in the peculiar cir\.':umfiances of that action, 
in the prej u ~ices of the times, as well as in the behaviour 
of the criminals, a mind, feafoncd with humanity, will 
find a plentiful fource of compaffion and indulf;cncc. 

Can any one, without concern for human blindncfs and 
ignorance, confider the demeanor of general Harrifon, 

who was firfl: brought to his trial ? 'Vith great courage 

and elevation of fcntiment, he tolJ the court, that the 

pretended crime, cf which he flood accufcd, was not a 
deed, performed in a corner: The found of it had gone 
forth to mofl: I~atio:ts ; a::d in the fingubr and man·clJous 

conduCt: of it had chiefly appeared the fovereign power 

of heaven. That he bimfelf, agitated by doubts, had 

often, with paffionate tears, offered up his addrdfes to the 
divine :rviajeHy, and earnefily fought for light and con­
viction: He had fi:iil received aiTurancc of a heavenly 

fanB:ion, and returned from thcfe devout fupplications 

with more fcrene tranquillity and fatisfaetion. That all 
the nations of the earth were, in the eyes of their Creator, 

lefs than a drop of water in the bucket; nor were their 

erroneous j udgmcnts aught bl!t d~rkncis .compared with 

divine illuminations. 'I'hat tbcfe frequent illapfes of the 

<livine fpirit he could not fufpc[t to be interefied illufions j 
fince he was confcious, that, for no temporal advantage, 
would he offer injury to the poorefl: man or vvoman that 

trod upon the earth. That all the allurements of ambi-
tion, 
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tion, all the terrors of imprifonment, had not been able, C H A P. 

during the ufurpation of Cromwe1, to !hake his fieddy LX~II. 1 

ref~1ution, or bend him to a complLnce with that deceit- 1 6~o. 
ful tyrant. And that when invited by him to fit on the 
right hand of the throne, when offered riches and fplen-
cor and dominion, he had diftrainfulJy rejected all tempt-
ations; and neg1eCling the tc:1rs of his friends and family, 
had frilL. through every danger, held fafi his principles 
and his integrity. 

ScoT, who was more a republican than a fanatic, had 
fa;d in the houfe of commons, a Jittle before the refio­
ration, that he de fired no other epitaph to be infcribed on 
his tomb-fl:one than this; liere lies Thomas Sc.-;t, who 
adjudged the king to dtatb. He fupported the fame fpirit 
upon his trial. 

CAREW, a Millenar!an, fubmittcd to his trial, faving 
to our Lord 'Jefus Chrijl his right to the government of theft 
kingdoms. Some fcrupled to fay, according to form, that 
they would be tried by GoJ and their country; becaufe 
God was not vifibly prcfcnt to judge them. Other3 faid, 
that th.;y would be tried by the worJ of God. 

No more than fix of the late king's judges, Harrifon, 
Scot, Carew, Cl-~rnent, ]ones, and Scrope, were exe­
cuted: Scrope alone, of all thofe who came in upon the 
king's procJamation. He was a gentleman of good family 
and of a decent character: But it was proved, that he 
had a little before, in converfation, exprelfed himfelf as 
if ~he were no wife convinced of any guilt in condemning 
the king. Axtel, who had guarded the high court of 
juftice, Hacker, who commanded on the day of the king's 
execution, Coke, the folicitor for the people of .England, 
and Hugh Peters, the fanatical preacher, who inflamed 
the army and impelled them to regicide: All thefe were 
tried, and condemned, and fuffered with the king's judges. 
No faint or confe£for ever went to martyrdom with more 

A a 3 atfurcd 
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c H A P afiured confidence of hearen than was expreffed by tho~ 
LXIll. f . d" cl h 

~criminals, even when the terrors o 1mrne 1;1te eat ~ 

l66o. joined to many indi6nities, were ft.t before them. The 

refi: of the king'"s judges, by an unexampled lenity, were 

reprieved; ::md they \vere difpcrfed into fe::veral prifons. · ~ 

•:ith Sept. THis puni£hment of declared enemies int<:'rruptcd 

6th Nov. 

not the rejoicings of the court: But the death of the 

duke of Glocefier, a young prince of promifing hopes 2 

threw a gre::tt cloud upon them. The king, by no inci­

dent in his life, was ever fo d{:cply afFeeted. GloceHer 

was obferved to po{tefs united the good qualities of both 

his brothers: The cle.1r j uJgn;ent and penetration of the 

lcing; the indu{hy an cl 1ppl !cation of the duke of Yor.(. 

He was 2lfo believed to be t.dTcCl:onate to the religion ancl 
conH:itution of his country. He w~s but t'.venty ye. rs 

of age, when the fmall-pox put an end to his life. 

THE princefs of Orange, having come to Engl<1:1d, in 

order to partake of the joy, attending. the refl:oration of 
her family, with · whom !he lived in great friq1dfbip, 
foon after fickcncd and died. The queen-mother paycd a 

vifit to her fon; and obtained his confent to the marr:2gc 

of the princcf1 Henrietta, with the duke of Orlc<lns, 
brother to the French kin.s. 

AFTER a recefs of near two rr.onths, the parliament 

met, and piOcccdcd in the great work of the nationa.l 
fettlement. They efblblifhed the poft-office, wine-li­

cences, and fomc articles of the ~·cvenue. They granted 

more aifefiinents, aml fomc arrears for p.aying and dif­

banding the army. Buiinefs, being carried on with 

Dill' lutio"l great unanimity, \Vas foon difpatchcd: And after they 
ot t~e con- had fitten near two months, the kin_1, in a fpeech full of 
vent1on par- . • • 
liament. the mofl: graCIOUS ~xprcffiO~lS, thougpt proper to diffo!ve . 
:z9,.hDec. them. · 

THIS houfe of commons had been chn[el'l during the 

r~ign of the old parliame~tary party; and thougi1 many 
.... py:dift~ 
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royalifis had creeped in amongfi: them, yet did it chiefly C H A P. 

confifi of pre!byterians, who . had not yet entirely laid~ 
afide their old j~aloufics and principles. Lenthal, a t66o. 

member, having faid, that thofe who firfi took arms 
againfi: the king, were as guilty as thofe who afterwards 
brought him to the fcaffold, was feverely reprimanded by 
order of the houfe; and the mofi violent efforts of the 
long parliament, to fecure the confritution, and bring 
delinquents to j ufiice, were in effect vindicated and ap­
plauded s. The claim of the two houfes to the militia, 
the firfr ground of the quarrel, however exorbitant an 
u[urpation, . was never exprefsly refigned by this parlia-
ment, They made all grants of money with a very 

[paring hand. Great arrears being due by the protectors, 
to the fleet, the army, the navy-office, and every branch 
of fervice; this whole debt they threw upon the crown, 
without efiabliil1ing funds fufficient for its payment. 
Yet notwithfianding this jealous care, exprefTed by the 
parliament, there prevails a fiory, that Popham~ having 
founded the difpofiticn of the members, unc!ertook to 
the earl of Southampton to procure, during the king's 
life, a grant of two millions a year, land tax; a fum, 
which, added to the cufioms and ~xcife, would for ever 
have rendered this prince independant of his people. 
Southampton, it is faid~ merely from his a.ffetlion to the 
king, had unwarily embraced the offer; and it was not 
till he communicated the matter to the chancellor, that 
he was made fenfible of its permcwus tendency. It is 
not improbable, that fuch an offer might have b~en made, 
.and been hearkened to; but it is no wife probable, that 
all the interefr of the court would ever, with this houfe 
of commons, have been able to make it effeEtual. Cla­
rendon !bowed his prudence, no lefs than his integrity, 
jn entirely rejeCling it. 

s Journals, vol. viii. P• ~4· 

A, a-t THE. 
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c H A P. THE chance1lor, from the fame principles of conduct, 
LXIII. a d Wh h k" . d ~ han:encd to ifband the army. en t e mg rev1ewe 

166o. thefe veteran troops, he was ftruck. with their beauty, 

order, difcipline, and martial appearance; and being 

fenfible, that regular forces are moll: neceffary implements 

of royalty, he expreffed a defire of finding expedients 

ftill to retain them. But his wife minifter fet before him 

the dangerous fpirit by which thefe troops were aCtuated, 

their enthufiailic genius, their habits of rebellion and 

mutiny; and he convinced the king, that, till they were 

d i1banded, he never could efteem himfelf fecurely dh­
blithed on his throne. No more troops were retained 

than a few guards and garrifons, about 1000 horfe, and 
4000 foot. This was the firft appearance, under the 

monarchy, of a rec-ular ftanding army in this ifland. 

Lord Mordaunt faid, that the king, being poffeffed of 

that force, might now look upon himfelf as the moft con­

fiderable gentleman in England t, The fortifications of 

Glocefter, Taunton, and other towns, which had made 

refiflan~e to the k~ng during the civil wars, were demo­

lilhed. 

CLARENDON not only behaved with wifdom and juf­
tice in the office of chancellor: All the counfels, which 

he gave the king, tended equally to promote the intere!l: 

of prince and people. Charles, accuftomed in his exile 

to pay entire deference to the judgment _of this faithful 

{ervant, continued frill to fubmit to his direCtion; :md 
for fome time no minifier was ever pcffdfed of more abfo­

lute authority. He moderated the forward zeal of the 

royalifis, and tempered their appetite for revenge. With 

the oppofite party, he endeavoured to preferve inviolate 

all the king's engagements: He kept an ex:lct regifrer of 

t King Jamr.s's Memoirs, This prince lays, that Venmr's infurreaion 
fumi!bc:.d a reafon or pretence for keeping up the guards, which were intended 

tt f.rft to :P;1ve been di~anue\1 with the l'e~ of the army. 

the 
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the promifes which had been made for any fc:rvice, and heC H A P. 

d 
LXIH. 

employed all his indufiry to fulfil them. This goo '-v-.:...J 

minifrcr was now nearly allied to the royal family. His 1 66o. 

<.laughter, Ann Hyde, a woman of fpirit and fine accom­

plifhments, had hearkened, while abroad, to the addrcili s 

of the duke of York, and under promife of marriage, 

had fecrctly admitted him to her bed. H::r pregnancy 

appeared foon af er the refroration ; and though many: 

endeavoured to diffuade the king from confenting to fo 

unequal an alliance, Charles, in pity to his friend and 

mini!ter~ who had been ignorant of thefe engagements, 

permitted his brot!1er to marry her u. Clarendon expreffed 

great uneafinefs, at the honour, which he had obtained; 

and faid, that, by being elevated fo much above his ro:nk, 

he thence dreaded a more f udden do\vnfal. · 

l\1os'f circumfrances of Clarendon's admini!l:ration Prelacy 

have met with applaufe: His maxims alone in the con- reftcred. 

duCt of ecclefia{tical politics have by many been deemed 

the effeCt of prcj udiccs, n:trrow and bigottcd. Had the 

jealoufy of royal power prevailed (o far with the conven-

tion parliament as to make them re!lore the king with 

ftrict limitations, there is no qucfiion but the eHabliili-

mcnt of prdbyterian difcipline had been one of the con­

ditions moft rigidly inflfied on. Not only that form of 

~cclefiafiical go\'crnmcnt is mere favourable to liberty 

than to royal power: It was likewife, on its own account, 

agreeable to the majority of the houfe of commons, and 

fuited their religious principles. But as the impatience 

of the people, the danger of delay, the general difguft 

towards faction, and the authority of Monk had pre-

vailed over that jealous project of limitations, the full 

fettlement of the hierarchy, together with the monarchy, 

was a neceffary and infallible confcquence. All the 

royalifis w<:re zealous for that mode of religion; the 

u King James'• Memoirs. 
merits 
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c H A P. merits of the epifcopal clern-y towards the king, as well 
LXIH. ! . r ff. . h c- h d b h '--v---' as t 1e1r w :nngs on t at account, ar een great; t e 
16C;o, laws, which efl:ablilhed bilhops and the liturgy, were as 

yet unrepealed by legal authority; aml any attempt of 
the parliament, by new aets, to give t;1e fuperiority to 
prdbyterianifm, had been fufficient to involve the nation 

again in blood and confufion. Moved by tl?efe views, 
the commons had wiftly pofiponed the examination of all 
reljgious controverfy, and had left the fettlement of the 

church to· the king and to the ancient laws. 

THE king at fidlufed great moderation in the exe­

cution of the laws. Nine bifhops fi-:ll remained alive; 

and th efe were immediately refrorcd to their fees : A1l the 

tjeB:eJ clergy recovered ·their livings : The liturgy, a 

form of worfhip decent, and not without beauty, was 
aga!n admitted into the churches: But at the fame time, 
a declaration was iiTued, in order to give contentment to 
the prefDytcrians, and prefcrve an air of moderation and 

neutrality v.-. In this declaration, the king promif~J, 

that he· would provide fuffi·ag:m bifhops for the larger 

diocefes; that the prelates ihould, all of them, be regu­

lar and confiant preachers ; that they fnould not confer 
ordin ation, or exercifc any jurifditlion, without the 
advice and affifrance of preibytcrs, chofen by the dioccfe; 

that fuch alterations fl·nuld be m2dc in the liturgy, as 
would render it totally unexceptionable; that in the 
me;m time, the ufe of that mode of worfhip fhould not 
be impofed on fuch as \Verc unwilling to receive it; and 

that the furpl ice, the crofs in bap~i fm, and bowing Jt 

the name of Jefus £hould not be rigit.lly infified on. 
This declaration was iiTued by the king as he:1d of the 
church; and he plainly afiumed, in many parts of _it, a 
leg!fi~tive <:uthority in ecclefiafiical matters. Hut the 

'ngiifh government, though more exac1Iy defined by 

• P~rl. Hift, vol. xxiii. p. 1;3. 
late 
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late contcfls, was not, as yet, reduced, in every particu .. C H A P. 

1 h fl: . n. 1" . f 1 d "f . LXIII. ar, to t e · fll~L Imtts o aw. An 1 ever prerogative~ 

was jufiifi.ably cm loycd, it feemed to be on the prefent x66o. 

occa!ion ; \V hen all parts of the fl:ate were tome with paft 
convulfions, and required the moderating hand of the 

chief magi!hatc, to reduce them to their ancient order. 

BuT though thcfe appearai1ces of neutrality were 

maintained, and a mitigated epifcopacy .only feemed to be 

infified on, it was far from the intention of the minifiry 

always to preferve like regard to the pre!byterians. The 
madnefs of the fifth-monarchy-men afforded them a pre-

tence for departing from it. V enner, a defperate en- Infurre~H6n 
thufia!t, who had often confpired againfr Cromwe], ofth~ Mil· 

. . . . lenanans. 
havmg, by hts z.ealous leCtures, Inflamed his own -

imagination and that of his followers, iffued forth at 

their head into the £Frects of London. They were to 

the number of fixty, complcatly armed, believed them-

felves invulnerable and invincible, and firmly expeCte4 · 

the fame fuccefs, which had attended Gideon and other 

heroes of the Old Tc!bmcnt. Every one at firfr fled 

before them. One unhappy man, who, being quefl:ioned, 

faid, "' He was for God a11d king Charles," was infrantly 

murdered by them. They went triumphantly from fl:reet 

to fl:reet, every where proclaiming king Jcfus, who, they 

faid, was their invifible leader. At length, the magi-

fhatcs, having affembled fome train-bands, made an 

attack upon them. They defended themfelves with order 

as well as valour; and after killing many of the affailants, 

they made a regular retreat into Cane-Wood near Hamp-

ftead. Next morning, they were · chafed thence by a 

detachment of the guards ; but they ven ured again to 

invade the city, which was not prepared to receive thcJ?· 

After committing great diforder, and traveding almofi: 

every ftrect of that immenfe capital, they retired into a 

J oufe, which they \YCre .rcfolute to defend to the lafl: 
~xtremity~ . 
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<~ H A P. extremity. Being furrounded, and the houfe untiled, 
LX Ill. they were fired upon f1 om every fide; and they frill re­\...----..r-
166o. fufed quarter. The people rulhed in upon them, and 

fcized the few who were alive. 1~hefe were tried, con­

demned, ana executed; and to the lafi they perfificd ia 
affirming, that, if they were deceived, it was the Lord 
that had deceived them, 

, ... CLA:RENDON and the minifiry took occafion from this 

infurrection to infer the dangerous fpirit of the pre!by­
terians and of all the feetaries : But the madnefs of the 

attempt fufficiently proved, that it had been undertaken 

by no .concert, and never could have proved dan6crous. 
The well-known hatred too, which prevailed between tne 

pre!byterians and the other feels, fnould have removed 
the former from all fufpicion of any concurrence in the 

enterprize. But as a pretence was wanted, befides their 

old demerits, for jufi:ifying the intended rigours a~ainft 
all of them, this reafon, however flight; was greedily 

laid hold of. 

Affairs of AFFAIRS in Scotland ha:ll:ened with fi!ll quicker :ll:eps 
Scotland. than thofe in England towards a fettlcment and a com­

pliance with the king. It was delibel ated in the Englifh 

council, whether that nation iliould be reftored to its 

liberty, or whether the forts, erected by Cromwel, lhould 
not frill be upheld, in order to curb the mutinous fpirit, 

by which the Scots in all ages had been fo much governed. 

Lauderdale, who, from the battle of Worce:ll:er to the 
refioration, had been detained prifoner in the Tower, 

had confiderable influence with the king; ~nd he fi:renu­

eufly oppofed this violent meafure. I-{e reprefented, that 
it was the royalty of the Scottilh nation, whi<;:h ha4 
engaged them in an oppofition to the Engliili rebels; 
and to take advantage of the calamities, into which, on 
that account, they had fallen, would be regarded ·as the 

higheR: injuftice and ingratitude: That the fpirit of that 

· people 
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people was now fully fubdued by the fervituae, unJer c H A I?. 
LXIII. 

which the ufurpers had fo long held them, and would~ 

of itfelf yield to any reafonable compliance with their 166o. 

legal fovereigr•, if, by this means, they recovered their 

liberty and independence : That the attachment of the 

Scots towards their king, whom they regarded as their 

native prince, was naturally much fironger than that of 

the Englilh; and would afford him a fure refource, in 

cafe of any rebellion among the latter : That republican 

principles had long been, and frill were, very prevalent 

with his fout>~rn fubjeB:s, and might again menace the 

throne with r.ew tumults and refifiance. That the time 

would P.robably come, when the king, infiead of defiring 

to fee Engli!h garrifons in Scotland, would be better 

pleaf~d to have Scottilh garrifons in England, who, fup· 

ported by Englilh pay, would be fond to curb the feditious 

genius of that opulent nation : And that a people, fuch 

as the Scots, gm·erned by a few nobility, would more 

eafily be reduced to fuLmiffion under monarchy, than one, 

like the Englilh, who breathed nothing but the fpirit of 

democratical equality. 

: THESE views induced the king to diiband all the forces 166,. 

in Scotland, and to raze all the forts, which had been Jft Jan1 
erected. General Middleton, created earl of that name, 

was fcnt commiffioner to the parliament, which was fum­

n;oned. A very compliant fpirit was there difcovered in 
all orders of men. The commiffioner had even fufficient 

influence to obtain an aB:, annulling, at once, all laws, 

which had paffed fince the year 16 33 ; on pretext of the 

violence, which, during that time, had been employed . 

againfi the king and his father, in order to p,rocure their 

affent to thefe fiatutes. This was a very large if not an 

unexampled conceffion; and, together with many danger-

gus limitations, overthrew fome ufeful barriers, which had 
been 
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c H A P· been ereCl:ed to the con£1:itution. l3ut the tiae was now 

~running frrongly towards monarchy; and the Scottilh 

1661. nation plainly difcovered, that their pafl: refifiance had 

proceeded more from the turbulence of their arifi:ocracy 

and the bigotry of their ecclefiaftics than from any fixed 
paffion towards civil liberty. The lords of articles were 
refi:orcd, with fome other branches of prerogative; and 

royal authority, fortified with more plaufible claims nnd 

pretences, was, in its full extent, re-efl:ablifhed in that 

kingdom. 

THE prelacy likewifc, by the abrogating of every fia­

tute, enatled in favour of prefbytery, w·as thereby tacitly 

reftorcd; and the king deliberated what ufe he fuould 

m-ake of this conceffion. Lauderdale; who at bottom 

was a paffionate zealot againfl: epifcopacy, endeavoured to 

perfuade him, that the Scots, if gratified in this favourite 

point of ecclefiafrical government, would, in every other 

demand, be e~tirely compliant" with the king. Charles, 

though he had no fuch attachment to prelacy as bad in­

fluenced his father and grandfather, had fufFered fuch 

indignities from the Scotti£h prefbyterians, that he ever 

2fter bore them a hearty averfion. He faid to Lauderdale, 

that prefbyterianifm, he thought, was not a religion for 

a gentleman; and he could not confent to its farther con-

tinuance in Scotland. Midd!eton too and his other , . 
minifl:ers perfuaded him, that the nation in general was 

fo difgufl:ed with the violence and tyranny of the ecclefi­

afl:ics, that any alteration of church government would 
be univerfally grateful. And Clarendon, as well as 

Ormond, dreading that the prefbyterian feet, if legally 

efl:abliihed in Scotland, would acquire authority in Eng­

land and Ireland, feconded the application of thcfe mini­

fters. The refolution was therefore taken to reftore 

prelacy; a meafure afterwards attended with many and 
great inconveniencies : But whether in this refolution 

Charles 
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harlcs cho[e not the leffer evil, it is very difficult to de.c ti A P. 

tcrmine. Sharp who had been commiffioned by the~ 
prdbyt::rians in Scotland to manage their interefts with 16~1. 

the king, was perfuaded to abandon that party; and as 
a reward for his compliance, was created archbilhop of 
St . .. Andrews. The conduct of ecclefilftical affairs was 
chiefly entrufted to him; and as he was clteemed a traitor 

and a renegade by his old friends, he became on that ac-

count, as well as from the violence of his conduct, ex­

tremely obnoxious to them. 

CHARLES had not promifed to Scotland any fuch in­
demnity as he had cnfured to England by the declaration 

of 13reda: And it was deemed more political for him to 
hold over men's heads, for fome time, the terror of pu­

nifhment; till they fhould have made the requifite com­
piianc~s with the new government. Though neither the 

king's temper nor plan of adminiftration led him to fevc­

rity; fome examples, after fuch a bloody and triumphant 
rebellion, feemed nccefTary; and the marquefs of Argyle 

and one Guthry, were pitched on as the victims. Two 

acts of indemnity, one paifed by the late king in 1641, 
another by the prcfcnt in 16 5 I, formed, it was thought, 

invincible ob{bcles to the puniihment of Argyle; and 
barred all enquiry into that part of his conduCt, which 
might j uftly be regarded as the m oft exceptionable. No­
thing remained b:.Jt to try him for his compliance 'with 
the ufurpation; a crime common to him with the whole 
n:1tion, and fuch a one as the moft loyal and affectionate 
fuhjccr might frequently by violence be obliged to commit. 

To make this compliance appear the more voluntary and 
hearty, th~re were produced in court letters, which he 

haJ written to Albemarle, while that geueral commanded 
in Scotland, and which contained expreilions of the mofi 
cordial attachment to the eHabli.lbed govunment. But 

bcfidcs the general inJi3natio_n, excit d by Albemarh.:'s 
difcovery 
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c H A P. difcovery of this private correfpondence; men thought, 
LXIII. h" h 11. d n. . f Jr n.· . h ~that even the 1g en cmonurattons o arrel:..non mtg t7 

1661. curing jealous t1mcs, be exacted as a ncceffary mark of 
compliance from a pcrfon of fuch difiintl:ion as Argyle, 
and could not, by any equitable cor.frruction, imply th~ 

crime of treafon. The parliament, however, fcrupled 
not t~ pafs fentence upon him; and he died . w)th gr.ea~ 
confiancy and courag~. As he was univerfally known to 
have been the chief infirument of the paft diforders and 
civil wars, the irregu1arity of his fentence, and feveral ini­
qu.itous circumfi~nces in the method of conduCling his 
tr~~L- ~amsd on that account to admit of fome apology. 
Lord Lorne, fon of Argyle, having ever preferved his 
loyalty, obtained a g~ft of the forfeiture. Guthry \Vas a 

· feditious preacher~ and had perfonally affronted the king: 
fi.is punifhment gave furprize to no body. Sir Archibald 
J ohnfrone of. W arrifion was attaintcd and fled ; but was 

feized in France about two years after, brought over, 
antl executed. fje had been very atlive, during a!l the 
late difordcrs; and · was even fufpctl:cd of a fccret corre­
fpondence vvith the Englifh regicides. 

BESIDES thefe inllances of compliance in the Scottilh 
parliament, they voted an additional revenue to the king 
of 40,000 pounds a yc~r, to be levied by way of excife. 
A fm3.1l force was purpofed to be maintained by this re­
venue, in order to prevent like c~nfufions with thofe to 
which the kingdom had been hitherto expofed. An aft: 
was alfo pa!fed, declaring the covenant unlawful, and it3 
obligation void and null. 

IN England, the civil difl:inClions feemc<.l to be abo­
lifhed by the lenity an.J cq uality of Charles's adminiflra­
tion. Cavalier.and Round-head were heard of no more: 
All men feemed to concur in fubmitting to the king's 
lawful prerogatives, and in cherilhing the jufi privileges 
of the people and of parliament. Theological controverfy 

alone 
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aione fiill fubfifted, and kept alive fome fparks of that C H A P. 
• LXIII • 

.flame, whtch had thrown the nation into combufiion. ~ 

While Catholics, independents, and other feCtaries were 1661 • 

content with entertaining fome profpeCl: of toleration ; 

prelacy and preiliytery fl:ruggled for the fuperiority, and 

the hopes and fears of both parties kept them in agitation. 

A conference was held in the Savoy between twelve Conference 

bifhops and twelve leaders among the preibyterian mini- attheSavoy, 
. • • zsthMarch. 

fters, With an mtentton, at leaft on pretence, of bring-

ing about an accommodation between the parties. The 

furplice, the crofs in baptifm, the kneeling at the facra-

ment, the bowing at the name of Jefus, were anew can-
vaffed; and the ignorant multitude were in hope~, that 

fo many men of gravity and learning could not fail, after 

deliberate argumentation, to agree in all points of contro-

verfy: They were furprized to fee them feparate more 

inflamed than ever, and more confirmed in their feveral 

prejudices. To enter into particulars would be fuper-

lluous. Difputes concerning religious forms are, in 
themfelves, the m oft frivolous of any; and merit atten-

tion only fo far as they have influence on the peace and 

order of civil fociety. 

THE king's declaration bad promifed, that fome endea­

vours fhould be u!cd to effdl: a comprehenfion of both 

parties; and Charles's own indifference with regard to 

all fuch quell:ions feemed a favourable circum{bince for 

the execution of that projeCt. The partizans of a cor.1- Arguments 

prehenfion faid, that the preibyterians, as well as the :~:t:; a 

Prelatifis, havin2: felt b)' experience the fatal effeCts of hcomfie-
'"' . enhon. 

obfiinacy and violence, were now well difpofed towards 

an amicable agreement: 'rh at the bilhops~ by relin­

quilhing fome part of their authority, and di!penfing with 

the mofl: exceptionable ceremonies, would fo gratify their 

advirfaries as to obtain their cordial and afrecrionate com­

plianc1, and unite the whole nation in one faith and one 

VoL. VII. B b worfhip : 
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c H A P. worlhip: That by obfl:inately infifting on forms, in them-
LXIJI. • f · b fl: d '---v---J felves infignificant, an a1r o tmportance was e owe on 

1661. them, and men were taught to continue equally obfrinate 

in rejeB:ing them: That the prefbyterian clergy would 

go every reafonable length, rather than, by parting with 
their livings, expofe themfelves to a fiate of beggary, at 

befi: of dependence : And that if their pride were flat­

tered by fome feeming alterations, and a pretence given 

them for affirming, that they had not abandoned their 

former principles, nothing farther was wanting to pro­

duce a thorough union between thofe two parties, which 

comprehended the bulk of the nation. 

IT was all edged on the other hand, that the differenc~ 

between religious fe8s was founded, not on principle, 

but on paffion ; and till the irregular affections of men 

could be correCled, it was in vain to expea, by com­

pliances, to obtain a perfect unanimity and comprehen­

fion : That the more infignificant the objeB:s of difpute 

appeared, with the more certainty might it be inferred, 

that the real ground of diffention was diflerent from that 

which was univerfally pretended: That the ]ove of no­

velty, the pride of argumentation, the pleafure of making 

profelytes, and the obfiinacy of contradiction, would for 

ever give rife to feB:s and difputes; nor was it poffible tha~ 

fuch a fource of dif(ention could ever, by any conceffions.­

be entirely exhaufted : That the church, by departing 

from ancient praCtices and principles, would tacitly ac­
knowledge herfelf guilty of error, and lofe that reverenGe, 

fo requifite for preferving the attachment of the multitude: 

And that if the prefent conceffions (which was more than 

probable) ili.ould prove ineffectual~ greater mufl: flill be 

m:ule; and in the iffue, difcipline would be defpoiled of 

aH its authority, and wodhip of all its decency, without 

obtaining that end, which had been fo fondly fought fox 
by thefe dangerous ind u J gcnces. 

THE 
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THE mirtiflry were inclined to give the preference to C H A P. 
1 . • LXIII. 
rhe latter arguments; and were the more confirmed m "---v---1 

that intention by the difpofition, which appeared in the 1661. 

parliament lately affembled. The royalifis and zealous 
thurchmen were at prefent tlie popular party in the na-
tion, and, feconded by the efforts of the court, had pre-
vailed iri mofi eletl:ions. Not more than fifty-fix members A new p_ar-

f 1 fb · h d b · d fc • h ] liament. o t 1e pre ytenan party a o tame eats m t e ower Sth May. 

houfe x ; and thefe were not able either to oppofe or retard 
the meaft.tres of the majotity. Monarchy, therefore, and 
epifcopacy, were now exalted to as great power and fplen-
dor as they had lately fuffered mifery and deprcffion. Sir 
Edward Turner was chofci1 fpcaker. 

AN aB: was pa!fed for the fecurity of the king's peJo.n 
and government. To intend or devife the king's impri­
fonment, or bodily harm, or dcpofition, or levying war 
againfi him, was declared, during the life-time of his prc­
fent majefiy; to be high trcafon. To affirm him to be a 

papifl or heretic, or to endeavoua' by fpeech or writing to 
alienate his fubjeB:s' affections from him; thefe offences 
were made fufficient to incapacitate the perfon guilty from 
holding any employment in church or fiate. To.main­
tain that the long parliament is not diifolved, or that 
either or both houfes, without the king, are poffeffed of 
legitlative authority, or that the covenant is binding; 
was made punilhable by the penalty of premunire • 

. THE covenant itfclf; together with the aa for creeling 

the high court of jufi:ice, that for fubfcribing the engage­
ment, and that for declaring England a commonwealth, 
were ordered to be burnt by the hands of the' hangman. 
The people affified with great alacrity on this occafion. 

THE abufes of petitioning in the precedii1g reign had 

been attended with the worfi: confequences; and to pre­

•ent fuch irregular practices for the future, it was enaCted, 

x. Carte's Anfwer to the ·B)fiander1 p. 79• 

B h 2 that 
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c H A P. that no more than twenty hands lhould be fixed to any 
LXJ IL f: . h h r. n.. f h . 11.. h ~i--' petition, unle s w1t t e .ancllon o t ree JUnlces, or t e 
J66t. major part of the grand j \lfY ; and that no petition lhould 

be prcicnted to the king or either houfe by above ten per­

Jons. The penalty annexed to a tranfgreffion of this law 
was a fin;e of a hundred pounds and three months impri-

Biiliops' 
feats re­
ftored. 

~oth Nov. 

fonment. 
THE bi£hops~ though refl:ored to their .fpiritual autho­

rity, were frill excluded from parliament by the law~ 
which the late king h~d paffed~ immediately before the 

commencement of the civil diforders. Great violence, 

both againfi the king and the houfe of peers, had been 
employed in paffing this law; and on that account alone, 

the partizans of the church were provided with a plaufible 

pretence for repealing it. Charles expreff'ed much fatif­
faCl:ion, when he gave his affent to the aB: for that pur .. 

po(e. It is certain, that the authority of the crown, as 
wen as that of the .church, was intercfied in refforing the 

prelates to their former dignity. But thofe, who deemed 
every acquifition of the prince a detriment to the people, 

were apt to complain of this infiance of complaifance in 

the parliament. ' 

AFTER an adjournment of fome months, the parlia­

ment was again affembled, and proceeded in the fame 

fpirit as before. They difcovered no defign of refioring, 
in its full extent, the ancient prerogative of the crown: 

They were only anxious to repair all thofe breaches, 

which had been made, not by the love of liberty, but by 
the ·fury of faction and civil war. The power of the 
{word had, in all ages, been allowed to be vefl:cd in the 
crown; and though no law conferred this prerogative~ 

every parliament, till the lafr of the preceding reign, had 

willingly fubmitted to an authority more ancient, and 
therefore more facred, than that of any pofitive fiatute. 
It was now thought proper folemnly to relinquilh the 

violent 
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violent pretenfions of that parliament, and to acknow- c H A P. 
. LXI:I. 

ledge., that netther one houfe, nor both houfes, indepen-~ 

deRt of the king, were poffeffed of any military authority. J66I. 

The preamble to this flarute went fo far as to renounce 

all right even of difenfive arms agai'nfr the king; and much 

obfervation has been made with Jiegard to a conceffion, 

efl:eemed fo fingular. Were thefe terms taken in their 

full literal fenfe, they imply a total renunciation of limi­

tations to monarchy, and of all privileges in the fubjecr, 

independen't of the will Df the fovereign. For as no 

rights can· fubfift without fome remedy, ftilJ lefs rights 

expofed to fo much invafion from tyranny, or even from 
ambition; if fubjeets muft never refift, it follows, that 

every prince, without any effort, policy or violence, is 

at once rendered abfolute and uncontroulable: The fo­

vereign needs only" iffue an edicr, abolifhing every autho-

rity but his own; and all liberty, from that moment, is 

in effeCl: annihilated. But this meaning it were abfurd 

to impute to the prefent parliament, who, though zealous 

royalifis, fhowed in their meafures, that they had not 

caft off all regard to national privileges. They were 

probably' fenfible, that to fuppofe in the fovcreign any 
fuch invafion of public liberty is entirely unconftitutional; 

and that therefore expreil y to referve~ u po11 that event, 

any right of refiftance in the fubjett; mufi: be li•ble to the 

fame objection. They had feen that the long parliament, 

under colour of defence, had begun a violent attack upon 

kingly power; and after involving the kingdom in blopd, 

had finally loft that liberty, for which they had fo im­

prudently co,ntended. They thought, perhaps errone-

oujJ.y, that it was no longer poffible, after fu~h public 
and fuch exorbitant pretenfions, to perfevere in that pru-

pent filence, hitherto maintained by the laws; and that 

it was neceffary, by fome pofitive declaration, to bar the 

J'~turn of like inconveniencies. When they excluded, 
B b 3 therefore, 
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c H A P. therefore, the right of defence, they fuppofed, that the 
LXIU. 11 • • fi . b fi ~ conuitution rcmamtng rm upon Its <ps, trere never 

1661. really could be an at~ack made by the fovercigp. If (uch 

an attack was at any time made, the neceffity was then 

extreme: And the cafe of extreme and violent ncceffity, 

no laws, they thought, could comprehend ; lecaufe to 

fuch a neceffity no laws could beforehand point out a pro­

per remedy. 
THE other meafures of this parliament frill difcovered 

a more anxious care to guard againfl rebellion i1 the fub­

jeB: than encroachments in the crown: The ncent evils 

of civil war and ufurpation had naturally encreafed the 

fpirit of fubmiffion to the monarch, aud had t1rown the 

Corporation nation into that dangerous extreme. puripg 1he violent 
!!a~ and jealous gov~rnment of the parliament and cf the pro­

tectors, all magifhates~ liable to fufpicion, hal been ex­

pelled the corpor~tions; and none had been admitted, 

who gave not proofs of affection to the ruling 1owers, or 

who refufed to fupfcribe the covenant. To letve all au­

thority in fuch hands feemed dangerous; and :he parlia­

ment, therefore, empowered the king to apfoint com­

mifiioners for regulating the corporations, ani expelling 

fuch magifi.rates as either intruded themfel v~s by vio­

lence, or profe[ed principles, dangerous to tl-e confiitu­

tion, civil and ecclefiafi:ical. It was alfo emCl:cd, that 

all ~agifiratcs fhould difclaim the obligation o' the cove­

nant, and iliould decla:-e, both their belief, hat it was 

not lawful, upon any pretence wl~atfoever, tt refifr th~ 
king, and their abhorrence of the traitcrous pofition of 

taking arms by the king's authority ag~inft his perfon, or 

again!l thofe who were commiffioned by him. 

unifo rmitY· 

THE care of the church wa~ no lefs attendel to by this 

parli~ment, than that of monarchy; and the \ill of uni­

formity was a p~edge of their fincere attachnent to the 

~?ifcopal hierr-r~hy~ and of their antipathy topre!byteri-

3 an.i.fm. 
~~ c.. t ~ • 
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anifm. Different parties, however, concurred in pro- c H A P. 
. h" b"}} } . h . d r ] r LXIII. motmgt IS 1 , w 11c con tame many 1evere c au1es . .....__,.__, 

The in1ependents and other feB:aries, enraged to find all l66z. 

their f6emes fubverted by the prefbyterians, who had 

once hen their afrociates, exerted themfelves to difap-

point tlat party of the favour and indulgence, to which, 
from tleir recent merits in promoting the reftoration, 

they trought thcmfelves jufily entitled. By the pre!by-

terians, faid they, the war was raifed: By them was the 

populace firft incited to tumults : By their zeal, intcrefr, 

ana ricles were the armies fupportcd : By their force was 
the kin~ fubdued : And if, in the fcque1, they protefied 

againfr.hofe extreme violences, committed on his perfon 

by the military leaders, their oppofition came too late, 

after h,ving fupplied thefe ufurpers with the power and 

the preences, by which they maintained their fanguinary 

meafur,s. They had indeed concurred with the royalifis 

in recaling the king: But ought they to be efteemed, on 

that ac:ount, more affectionate to the royal caufe! Rage 

and anmofity, from difappointed ambition, were plainly 

their f•le motives; and if the king iliould now be fo 

imprudnt as to diftinguilh them by any particular indul-
gences: he would foon experience from them the fame 

hatred md oppofition, which had proveu fo fatal to bis 

father. 

. TH: Catholics, though they had little intercfi: in the 

na~ion, were a confiderable party at court; · and from 

their frvices and fufFerings, during the civil wars, it 
feemed but juft to bear them fome favour and regard. 
'T'hefe :eligionifts dreaded an entire union among the pro­
tefl:ant:. Were they the foie nonconformifis in the na­

tion, ne fevere execution of penal laws upon their feel: 
feemedan infallible confequence; and they ufed, there­

fore~ al their intereft to pulh matters to extremity againft 

l3 b 4 tht; 
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c fl 4 P. the pre1byterians, who had formerly been their mofr fe-
'-XI-II. n. . 

'---v---J vere oppreffors, and whom they now expecLed for theq· 

166z. ~ompanio~s in aftli~ion. The earl of Briftol, who, from 

conviction, or intereft, or l~vity, or complaifance for the 

company with whom he lived, had changed his religion 

during the king's exile, was regarded as the head of this 

party. 

T .liE church' party had, during fo many years, fuffer­

ed fat:h 1r.j uries and indignities from the fectaries of every 

denomination, that no moderation, much lefs 4~feref\'e' 
was on tb ts occ:dion to be expected in the ecclefia!t:ics. 

E1'Cl1 the laity of that communion feemed now difpofed 

to retaliate upon their enemies, according to the ufual 

meafures of party jufiice. This f~a or faCl:ion (for it 

partooK. of both) encouraged the rumours of plots and 

confpiracies againft tbe government; crimes, which, 

without any apparent reafon, they imputed to their adver­

faries. And infiead of enlarging the terms of commu­

nion, in order to comprehend the prc!byterians, they 

gladly laid hold of the prejudices, which prevailed among 

that feel:, in order to ejeCt them from their livings. By 

tli{: -hill of uniformity it was required, that every clergy­

man fuould be r~-ordained, if he had not before ~eceived 

epifcopal ordination; lhould declare his alfcnt to every 

thing contained in the Book of Common Prayer i lhould 

take the oath of canonical obedience; fhould abjure the 

folemn league and covenant; and fhould renounce the 

principle of taking arms, on any pretence w~a~foevef2 , 

againfi: the king. 

THis bill re-infrated the ch'Urch in the ' fame condition, 

in which it flood before th~ commencement of the civil 

wars; and as the old perfecuting laws of Elizabeth ftil~ 

fubfified in their full rigor, and new claufes of a like n~­

tu~e were now enaCted,. all die. king's promifes of tolera-

t~on. 
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tion and of indulgence to tender confciences were thereqy C H A P~ 

eluded and broken. It is true, Gharles, in his ~~dar~:- ,_!'x:n~ 
tion from Breda, had exprdfed his inten~io~.o[rlegulating t66z. 

that indulgence by the advice and authority of parliament: 

But this limitation could never reafonably be extended to 

a total infrin~ement . .and violation of his engagements. 

However, it is agreed, that the king did not voluntarily 

concur with this violent meafure, and that the zeal of 

Clarendon and of the church party among the commons, 

feconded; by the intrigues of the catholics, was the chief 
, .... x .• ~ 

. caufe, which extorted his confent. 

THE royalifts, who now predominated, were very 

ready to fignalize their viCtory, ~y eftablilhing thofe high 

principles of monarchy, which their antagonifts had con­

troverted : But when any real power or revenue was de­

manded for the crown, they were neither fo forward nor 

fo liberal in their conceffions as the king would gladly 

have wilhed. Though · the parliament paffed laws for 

regulating the navy, they took no notice of the army ; 
ftnd declined giving their fanB:ion to this dangerous inno­

vation. The king's debts were become intolerable; and 

the commons were at laft confirained to vote him an ex­
traordinary fupply of I ,2oo,ooo pounds, to be levied by 

eighteen monthly affeffments. But befides that this fup­

ply was much inferior to the occafion, the kmg was 

obliged earneftly to folic it the commons, before he could 

obtain it; and, in order to convince the houfe of its ab­

folute neceffity, he defired them to examine ftriCl:l y into 

~11 his receipts a~d difburfements. Finding likewife upon 

enquiry, that the feveral branches of revenue fell much 

fhort of the fums expected, they at la!l, after much delay, 

voted a new impofition of two lhillings on each hearth; 

apd this tax they fettled on the king during life. The 

whole eftablifhed revenue, however, did not, for many 

I years, 
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~ fJ A P. years, exceed a million r; a fum confefl.edly too narrow 
LXI I. 1. A . "d f 1. ] 11. ~for the pub 1c expcnces. very ngt ruga Ity at eau, 

16£~. which the king feems to have wanted, would have been 

requifite to make it fuffice for the dignity and fecurity of 

:sgth May. government. After all bufinefs was difpatched, the par­

liament was prorogued. 

Ki,g•smar· BEFORE the parliament rofc, the court was employed 
• Jiage. 

in making preparations for the reception of the new queen, 

Catharine of Portugal, to whom the king was betrothed, 

and who had juft landed at Portfmouth. During the 

time, that the protector carried on the war with Spain, 

he was naturally led to fupport the Portuguefe in their 

revolt; and he engaged himfelf by treaty to fupply them 

with 1 o,ooo men for their defence againft the Spaniards. 

On the king's refl:oration, advances }VCre made by Portu­
gal for the renewal of the alliance; and in order to bind 

the friendihip clofer, an offer was made of the Portuguefe 

princefs, and a portion of soo,ooo pounds, together with 
two fortreffes, Tangiers in Africa and Bombay in the 

Eaft lndies. Spain, who, after the peace of the Pyre­

nees, bent all her force to recover Portugal, now in 

appearance abandoned by France, took the alarm, and 

endeavoured to fix Charles in an oppofite interefr. The 

catholic king offered to adopt any other princefs as a 

daughter of Spain, either the princcfs of Panna, or, what 

he thought more popular, fome protefi-ant princefs, the 

daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or Orange: And on any 

of thefe, he promifcd to confer a dowry equal to that 

which "vas ofrcreu by Portugal. But many reafons in­

~lincd Charle! rather to accept of the Portuguefe propo­
fals. The great difoders in the government and finances 

of Spain made the execution of her pr,1mifes be m'-lch 

r P'E!lrades, ~s:h of July, 166I. Mr. Ra!ph's Hifiory, vol. i. P• 176· 

doubteq i 
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~oubted; and the king's urgent neceffities demanded fome c H A P. 

immediate fupply of money. "fhe intereft of the Englifh ~ 
commerce likewife feemed to require, that the independancy 166z. 

of Portugal ihould be fupported, lell the union of that 
crown with Spain fhould put the whole treafures of Ameri-

ca into the hands of one potentate. The claims too of 
Spain upon Dunkirk and Jamaica, rendered it impoffible, 

without farther conceffions, to obtain the cordial friend-

fl1ip of that power: And on the other hand, the ofFer, 
made by Portugal, of two fuch confiderable fortrelfes, 

promifed a great acceffion to the naval force of England. 

Above all, the propofal of a protefiant p.rincefs was no 
allurement to Charles, whofe inclinations led him fhong-
ly to give the preference to a catholic alliance. According 
to the moft probable accounts~, the refolutiOil of marry-
ing the daughter of Portugal was taken by the king, un-

known to all his minifters; and no remonfirances could 

prevail with him to alter his intentions. When the matter 
was laid before the council, all voices concurred in ap-

proving the refolution; ::md the parliament exprdfed the 

fame complaifance. And thus was concluded, feemingly ufi M.~y. 

with univerfal confent, the inaufpicious rnarriagct with 
Catherine, a princefs of virtue, but who was never able 
either by the graces of her pcrfon or humour, to make 

herfelf agreeable to the king. The repvrt, however, of 

per natural incapacity to have childreq, feems to have 

<; Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. p. z 54• This account {eems better fupported, 

than that in A blancourt's Memoirs, that the chancellor chiefly puiJII!d the 

J>ortugu::fe alliance. The fecret tranf .. ttions of the court of England c..:n!d 

not be foppoft!d to be much known to .a French refident at Lifbon: And wh:~t­

ever oppofition the chancellor might make, he would certainly endeavour tQ 

conceal it from the queen and all her family ; and even in the parliament and 

,:ouncil wodd fupport the refolution already t01ken. Clarendon bimjelf {ays i'! 
pis J'11pmoirs, that he never r;tl:er oppCJJed or pron:oted tbe Portuguife match. 
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c H A P • been groundlefs ; fince the was twice declared to be 
LXIII. 

'---v--' pregnant a. 

J66z. THE feftivity of thefe efpoufals was clouded by the 

trial and execution of criminals. Berkftead, Co1.,bet, and 

Okey, three regicides, had efcaped beyond fea; and after 

wandering fome time concealed in Germany, came pri­
vately to Delft, having appointed their far_nilies to meet· 

them in that place. They were difcovcred by Downing, 

the king's refident in Holland, who had formerly ferved 

the proteB:or and commonwealth in the fame fration, and 
who once had even been chaplain to Okey's regiment. 

He applied for a warrant to arrefi: them. ·It had been 
ufual for the States to grant thefe warr~1~ts; though' at 

the fame time, they had ever been carefu} fecretly to ad­

vertifc the perfons, that they might be e~nabled to make 

their efcape. This precaution was eluded by the vigi­
lance and difpatch of Downing. He quickly feiied the 

. r. 
criminals, hurried them on boar~- l~frigate which lay off 
the coaft, and fent them to England. Thefe three men 

( . 

behaved with more moderation anq fubmiffion than any 

of the other regicides, who had (~'ffered. Okey in par­
ticular, at the place of execution, prayed for the king, 
and expre!Ted his intention, had he lived, of fub 1nitting 

peaceably to the efi:ablif cd government. He had rifcn 
during the wars from bein6 a chandler in London to a 
high rank in the army ; ·md in all his conduCt appeared 
to be a man of humanity and honour. ln cor:! deration 

of his good charaB:er anci of his dutiful behavwur, ·his 

body was given to his friends to be buried. 

THE attention of the public was much engaged by 
the trial of two diftinguifhed crimin<Jls, Lambc t and 
Vane. Thcfe men, though none of the late king's 

a Lo:d LandfJown's Dt.fence of general Monk. Temple, vol. ii. P· 154. 

judges, 
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, judges, had been excepted from the general indemnity, C H A P~ 
d · d ·r Th . 1. LXIII. an commttte to pnton, e conventiOn-par Iament, 1-..r---' 

however, was fo favourable to them, as to petition the J66:z. 

king, if they £hould be found guilty, to fufpend their 

execution: But this new parliament, more zealous for 
monarchy, applied for their trial and condemnation. 
Not to revive difputes, which were better buried in Trial of 

oblivion, the indiament of Vane did not comprehend Vane, 

any of his aaions during the war between the king and 
parliament: It extended only to his behaviour after the 

late king's death, as member of the council of ftate, and 
fecretary of the navy, where fidelity to the trufr, repofed 

in him, required his oppofition to monarchy. . 

VANE wanted neither courag~ nor capacity to avail 

himfelf of this advantage. ·He urged, that, if a com­

pliance with the government, at that time efl:ablilhed in 

England, and the acknowledging of its authority were to 
be regarded as criminal, the whole nation had incurred 

equal guilt, and none would remain, whofe innocence 

could entitle them to try or condemn him for his pre­
tended treafons : That, according to thefe maxims, 
wherever an illegal authority was eftablilhed by force, a 
total and univerfal defl:ruction mull: enfue; while the 

ufurpers profcribed one part of the nation for difobedience, 

the lawful prince punilhed the other for compliance : 
That the legiflature of England, forefeeing this violent 

fituation, had provided for public fecurity by the famous 

ftatute of Henry VII.; in which it was enacted, that no 
man, in cafe of any revolution, £hould ever be quefl:ioned 
for his obedience to the king in being: That whether the 
efi:ablilhed government were a monarchy or a common­
wealth, the reafon of the thing was fl:i!l the fame; nor 
ought the expelled prince to think himfelf entitled to 

allegiance, fo long as he could not a,fford proteCtion : 
That 
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c H A P. That it belonged not to private perfons, poffeffed of no 
LX IH. d. r f: h . 1 f h . d ~power, to 11CU s t e tlt e o t e1r governors; an every 
J66z. ufurpation, even the mofi: flagrant, would equally require 

obedience with the mofr legal efiablilhment : That the 
controverfy between the late king and his parliament was 

of the mofi: delicate nature; and men of the greateft 
probity had been divided in their choice of the party 
which they lhould embrace: That the parliatnent, being 
rendered indiffoluble but by its own confent, was become 

a kind of eo· ordinate power with the king; and as the 

cafe was thus entirely new and unknown to the confiitu­
tion, it ought not to be tried rigidly by the letter of the 
ancient laws: That for his part, all the violences, whiclt 

had been put upon the parliament, and upon the perfon 

of the fovereign, he had ever condemned; nor had he 
once appeared in the houfe fbr fome time before and after 
the execution of the king: Th~t, finding the whole 
government thrown into diforder, he was ftill refolved; 
in every revolution, to adhere to the commons, the root, 
the foundation of all lawful authority: That in profe­
cution of this principle, he had chearfu,lly undergone all 
the violence of Cromwel's tyranny; and would now; 
with equal alactity, expofe himfelf to the rigours of per­

verted law and jufiice: That though it was in hi~ 
power, on the king's refi:oration, to have efcaped from 
his enemies, he was detcrmineJ, in imitation of the moff 

illufirious names of antiquity, to perilh in defence of 
liberty, and to give tefiimony with his blood for that 
honourable caufe, in which he had been inlified: And,­
that, befides the ties, by which God and nature had 
bound him to his native country, he was voluntarily en- ' 

gaged by the mofi: facrcd covenant, whofe obligation no 
earthly power lhould e~er be able to make him relin­
quilh. 

ALi 
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ALL the defence, which Vane could make, was fruit- C H A P. 
l.XUI. 

lefs. The court, confidering more the general opinion~ 
of his aaive guilt in the l:ie;;;inning and profecution of Jhfij6'Z.. 

1 1t 11.ne. 
the civil wars, than the articles of treafon charged againfl: 

him, took advantage of the letter of the Jaw, and brought 

him in guilty. His courage deferted him not upon his 

condemnation. 1"'hough timid by nature, the perfuafion 
of a jufi caufe fupported him againfi the terrors of death; 

while' his enthufiafm, excited by the profpect of glory~ 

embellilhed the conclufion of a life, which, through the 

whole courfe of it, had been fo much disfigured by th~ 

prevalence of that principle. Left pity for a courageous ' 
fufferer iliould make impreffion on tne populace, rum ... 
mers were placed under the fcafFold, whofe noife, as he a.nd txecu-

b 1 h . a. .n.. l t1~n. 
egan to aunc out m rene~.:.L10ns on t 1e government, •tth Juoe. 

drowned his voice, and admonifhed him to temper the 
ardour of his zeal. He was not afionilhed at this un­
expeaed incident. In all his behaviour, there appeared 

a firm and animated intrepidity; and he confidered death 

but as a pafiage to that eternal felicity, which he believed 
to be prepared for him. 

THIS man, fo eelebrated for his parliamentary talents. 
and for his capacity in bufineCs, has left fome writings 

behind him: They treat, all of them, of religious fub­
jetts, and are abfolutely unintelligible: No traces of 
eloquence, or even of e:ommon fenfe appear in them. A 

firange paradox! did we not know, that men _of the 
greatefl: genius, where they rdinquifh by principle the· 
ufe of their reafon, are only enabled, by their vigour ofi 
mind, to work themfelves the deeper into error and 

abfurdity. It was remarkable, that, as Vane, by being 
the chief infirument of Strafiord's death, had firfl: opened 

the way for that defi'rutlion, which· ovenvhelmed the 

n:aron ; fo by his death he clofed the fee ne of blood·. He 
w.s. 
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c H A P. was the laft that fuffered on account of the civil wars. 
~Lambert, though condemned, was reprieved at the bar; 

166z. and the judges declared, that, if Vane's behaviour had 
been equally dutiful and fubmiffive, he would have 

experienced like lenity in the king. Lambert furvived 
his condemnation near thirty years. He was confined to 

the ifle of Guernefey; where he lived contented, for­
getting all his paft fchemes of greatnefs, and entirely 

forgotten by the nation: He aied a Roman catholic. 

Pren,yterian 
c:lergy 
ejeCled. 
:14th. Aug. 

I 

HowEVER odious Vane and Lambert were to the pref ... 

byterians, that party had no leifure to rejoice at their con· 
demnation. The fatal St. Bartholomew approached; the 
day, when the clergy were obliged by the late law, 
either to relinquifh their livings, or to fign the articles 

required ofthem. A combin<!tion had been entered into 

by the more zealous of the prefbyterian ecclefiafiics to 
refufe the fubfcription; in hopes, that the bilhops would 
not venture at once to expel fo great a number of the mofl: 
popular preachers. The catholic party at court, who 
defired a great rent ~mong the proteftants, encouraged 

them in this obftinacy, and gave them hopes, that the 

king would protetl: them in their refufal. The king 

himfelf, by his irrefolute conduCt, contributed, either 

from defign or accident, to encreafe this opinion. Above 

all, the terms of fubfcription had been made firiet and 

rigid, on purpofe to difgufi all the zealous and fcrupulous 
among the pre!byterians, and deprive them of their livings. 
About 2000 of the clergy, in one day, relinquifhed their 
cures ; and to the afionilhment of the court, facrificed 
their interefi: to their religious tenets. Fortified by fociety 

in their fufferings, they were refolved to undergo any 
bard{hips, rather than openly renounce thofe principles, 

which, on other occafions, they were fo apt, from in­
ter~fi, to warp or elude, The church enjoyed the pleafure 

of 
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of retaliation; and even pu£hed, as ufual, the vengeance c H A P. 

farther than the offence. During the dominion· of the~ 
parliamentary party, a fifth of each living had been left 1€6z. 

to the cjech:d clergyman; but this indulgence, though 

.at fidl: infiil:ed on by the ho fe of peers, was now refufed 
to the prefbyterians. However difficult to conci1ia~e 

peace among theologians, it was hoped by many, that 
fome relaxation in the terms of communion might have 

kept the pre!byterians united to the church, and have 

cured thofe eccleliafi:ical factions, which had been fo 
fatal, and were frill fo dangerous. Biilioprics were of­

fered to Calamy, Baxter, and Reynolds, leaders among 

the pre!bytcrians; the laft only could be prevailed on to 
accept. Deaneries and other preferments were refufed by 

many. 

THE next meafure of the king has not had the good 

fortune to be j ufiified by any party ; but is often confi­
dere.d, on what grounds I !hall not determine, .as one of 

the greateft mifl:akes,. if not blcmifhes, of his reign. It 

""' 

is the fale of Dunkifk to the French. The parfimonious Dunkirk 

maxims of the parliament, and the liberal, or rather care- fold to the 

lefs difpofition of Charles, were ill fuited to each other; French. 

and notwithfianding the fupplies voted him, his treafury 
was frill very empty and very much indebted. He had 

fecretly received the fum of 2oo,ooo crowns from France 

for the fupport of Portugal; but the forces fent over .to 
that country, and the fleets, maintained in order to de-

fend it, had already coft the king that fum, and together 

with it, near double the money, which had been payed,. 

as the queen's portion b. The time fixed for payment of 
his fifier's portion to the duke of Orleans was approach-

ing. Tangiers, a fort;cfs from which great benefit was 

b D'Eihades, 17th of A ugull:, J 66z. There was above half of soo,ooo 
roun1s realiy paid ;;& the queen's portion. 

VoL. VII. cc expected, , 
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c H ~ P. expeCled, was become an additional burthen to. the 
LXIII. r. d h d d . D ~crown ; and Rutherror , w o now corn man e m un-

t66z. kirk, had encreafed the charge of that garrifon to a 

hundred and twenty thoufanJ pounds a year. Thefe con­

fi.derations had fuch infiuencef not only on the king, but 

even on Clarendon, that this uncorrupt minifier was the 

mofr forward to advife accepting a fum of money in lieu 

of a place which, he thought, the king, from the narrow 

ftate of his revenue, was no longer able to retain. By 
the treaty with. Portugal, it was fiipulated, that Dunkirk 

1hould never be yie!ded to the Spaniards: France was 

therefore the only purchafer th:~t remained. D'Efirades 

was in\.-·i::ed over by a letter fiOm the chancellor himfelf, 

in order to conclude the bargain. Nine hundred thoufand 

pounds were demanded : One hunJred thoufand were 

offered. The Engliih by degrees lowered their demand; 

The French raifcd their offer: And the bargain wa~ 

concluded at 4oo,ooo pouncs. 1'he artill~ry and fiores 

were valued at a fifrh of the fum c. The importance of 

this G1le was not, at that time, [u£~ciently knov-.n, either 

abroad or at home". ,..rhc French monarch himfelf, fo 

fond o~ acquittions, and fo good a judge of his own in­

t~rdh, thought, that he haJ made a hard bargain e j 

-c D'Eftrade;, %xftofAugufi:, uthofSeptcrnber, IC6z.. 

i lt appears, ho·.o·ever, from many of D' Elhade&'s l~tters, particularly that 

of the zlfl ot Au~uft, Ic6r, tha• the king rn·ght hHe tr::mferred Dunkirk 

to the rarl•ament, ~who would n•Jt have refufed to tear the cha•ges of it, but 

\':<.:re unw1 ling to gi111- money to the king for that purpofe. The king on the 

otht:r hcnd w-.s jea!ou~, lt·fi: the parliament fhould acquire any feral ale domi· 

nion orauth(lrity in a br.•nch of <dmimftration, which f~cmcd fo little to be­

Ion~ to them : A proof that the gcvtrnroent was not yet fetded into that 

compofure, and mutual confidence, which is abfolutely requifite for con­

d~>8ing it. 

e lJ. )d of Otlober, x662. The chief importance indeed of Dunkirk tct 

the Engltfu was, that it was able to c!iftrefs their trade, when in the b3nds of 

the Fre-nch: But,it "as Lewis the XIVth '-''M firft made it a good {ea.port. 

Jf ev~r England have <•ccalion to tranfport armic::s to the continent, it mull: be 

in fi 1pport of lomc ally whofe towns ferve tQ the lame purpofe as Dunkirk 

w~uld, . ifin the hands of the En~liih, 
and 
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nd this fum, in appearance fo fmall, was the utmofr, C ~t P. 

which he would allow his ambaifador to offer. ~~ 
A NEW incident difcovered fuch a glimpfe of the king's 166

Z· 

character and principles as, at fid1, the nation \Vas Come-
what at a lofs how to interpret, but fuch as fubfequent 

events, by degrees, rendered fufficiently plain and mani-

feft. He iffued a declaration on pretence of mitigating De~la,ratioa 

h . . cl . h n. f . c . Af of In cul-
t e ngours, contame m t e al_;L o UflllOfnuty. ter gence. 

expreffinrr his firm refolution to obferve the creneral in- :t6th Dec. 
0 b 

demnity, and to trufi: entirely to the a.ffeB:ions of his 

{ubjeB:s, not to any military power, for the fupport of 

his throne; he mentioned the promifes of liberty of con­

{cience, contained in his declaration of Breda. And he 

fubjoined, that, " as in the firft place he had been zea­

" lous to fettle the uniformity of the church of Eng­

" land, in difcipline, ceremony and government, and 

" fuall ever conftantly maintain it: So as for what con· 

" cerns the penalties upon thofe who, living peaceably, 

" do not conform themfelves thereunto, through fcrupla 

" and tendernefs of mifguided confcience, but modeftly 

" and without fcandal perform their devotions in their 

" own way, he lhould make it his fpecial care, fo far as 

" in him lay, without invading the freedom of parlia­

" ment, to incline their wifdom next approaching (effions 

" to concur with him in making fome fuch aB: for that 

" purpofe, as may enable him to exercife, with a more 

" univerfal fatisfa&ion, that power of difpenfing, which 

" he conceived to be inherent in him f." Here a moft 

important prerogative was exercifed by the king; but 

under fuch artful referves and limitations as might prevent 

the full difcuffion of the claim, and obviate a breach be .. 
tween him and his parliament. The foundation of this 

meafure lay much deeper, and was of the utmoil: confe .. 

quence. 
f Kennet's R~~iller, p. S so. 

cc l 
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c H A f'. THE kino-, during his exile, had imbibed fir01g pre­

~x._:::_, judices in r:vour of the catholic religion ; and ac:ording 

J66z. to the mofi probable accounts, had already beenfecretly 
reconciled in form to the church of Rome. T1e great 
zeal, expreifed by the parliamentary party again£: all pa- . 

pifis, had ah•7ays, from a fpirit of oppofition, nclined 

the court and all the royalifis to adopt more fa1ourable 

fentiments towards that feet, which, through de whole 

courfe of the civil wars, had firenuoufly fuppoted the 
rights of the fovereign. · The rigour too, which tle king, 
during his abode in Scotland, had experienced f'om the 

prcfbyterians, difpofed him to run iGto the other txtreme, 

and to bear a kindnefs to the party, m oft oppofte in its 

genius to the feverity of thofe religionifts. Tre folici­

tations and importunitics of the queen-mother, :he con­
tagion of the company which he frequented, the view of 
a more fi)lcndid and courtly mode of wodhip, t1e hopes 
9[ indulgence in pleafure; all thefe caufes operate! power­

fuily on a young prince, whofe carelcfs and diffolute 
tdnper made him incapable of adhering clofelr to the 

principles of his early education. But if the thmghtlef5 
humour of Charles rendered him an 'eafy cowert to 

popery, the fame difpofition ever prevented the tkological 
tenets of that feel: from taking any faft hold of him. 

· During his vigorous fl:ate of health, while his Bood wa·s 

warm and his fpirits high; a contempt and difreg:rd to all 
religion held poffcffion of his mind; and he mi!ht more 

properly be denominated a deifl: than a catholic. But in 
thofe revolutions .of temper, when the love ol raillery 

gave place to reflection, and his penetrating, btt negli­

gent underfianding was clouded with fears and a;>prehen­
fions, he · had fiarts of more fin cere convictioJ ; and a 

feet, 
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rea, w1ich always pofreffed his inclination, 

mailer <f his j u~gment and opinion g. 

was then c H A P. 
LXI! I. 

BuT though the king thus iluB:uated, during his whole 

reign, •etween irreligion, which he more openly profelf­

ed, anc popery, to which he retained a fecret propenfity, 
11is bro1her, tpe {)uke of York, had zca~oufly <!do . ted r.ll 

the pri:1ciples of th01.t theological party. His eager 
temper md narrow underfla~ding made him a thorough 
convert, without any rcferve from interefi, or doubts 
from retfoning and nquiry. Dy his application to bufi­
ncfs, h( had aca •ired a o-rcat afccndant over the king 

1 b ..... , 

who, tlough po11~ !fc . of more difcernment, \Vas glad to 
throw ne burthen of affairs on the duke, of vvhom he 
entertaned little jealoufy. On pretence of eafing the 
protefbnt diffenters, they agreed upon a p1an for intro­

ducing a general toleration, and giving the catho1ics tL.c 
free excrcifc of their religion ; at leaft, the exercifc of it 

.in pri~;te houfes. The two brothers faw with pleafure 
fo num!rous and popular a body of the clergy refufe con­
formity; and it was hoped, that, under fhelter of their 

name, :he fmall and hated feet of the catholics . might 
meet w,th favour and proteCtion. 

BuT while the king pleaded hts car1y promifes of to­

leratior, and infifi:cd on m~ny other p'aufible topics, the 

parliarrent, who fat a little after the declaration was i1:.. 
fued, could by no means be hltisficd with this me .. furc. 
The d~clared intention of C< !ing the difienter~- , anJ tile 

fecret >urpofe of favouring the catholics, were equally 

difagrc:able to them ; ano in thefe prepoffcffions they 

were etcouraged by the !:ills's minifrers themfdv ·, par-
icular:v the chancelJor. 1'he houfe of commons repre­

fented ~o the king, that his Jccbr~tion of Breda contained 

g The anthor confdfes, that th<> kin~'s zeal for pll pery was ::pt, at in~ 

tervals, t 1 ~·o fapher than is here fup '-lie.i, as ::tpp~ J r$ Jrom mar.y ,1 .11f.:_,C!s i~ 

.>.mcs lit 5<·cund'll Memcirs, 

"---v---' 
.166z. 

166 ?• 
x3:h 1'\b, 

UQ 

cc 3 
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c H A P. no promife to the pre!byterians and other diffenters, but 
LXIII. f h" · · [ r. · c ~only an expreffivn o 1s mtent10ns, upon uppont10n 01 

1663. the concurrence of parliament : That even if the non ... 

conformifis had been entitled to plead a promife, they 
had entrufied this claim, as all their other rights and 
privileges, to the houfe of corr.mons, who were their 
reprefentatives, and who now freed the king from that 
obligation;.. That it was not to be fuppofed, that his 

majefly and the houfes wer~ fo bound by that declaration 
as to be incapacitated from making any laws, which might 

be rontrary to it: That even at the king's refloration, 
there were laws of uniformity in force, which could not 
be difpenfed with but by aB: of parliament: And that the 
indulgence intended would prove mofr pernicious both to 
church and fl:ate, would open the door to fchifm, encourage 

fatlion, diflurb the public peace, and difcredit the wifdom 

of the legiflature. The king did not think proper, after 
this remonft:rance, to infift any farther at P.refent on the 

projeCl: of indulgence. 

IN order to deprive the catholics of all hopes, the two 

houfes concurred in a remonft:rance againft: them. The 
king gave a gracious anfwer; though he fcrupJed not to 
profefs his gratitude towar.ds many of that perfuafion, on 

account of their faithful fervices in his father's caufe and 
in his pwn. A proclamation, for form's fake, was foon 
after iffued againfi: Jefuits and Romilh priefis: But care 
was taken, by· the very terms of it, to render it ineffcC:l:ual. 

The parliament had allowed, that all foreign priefls, 

belonging to the two queens, fhould be excepted, and 
that a permiffion for them to remain in Ena-land fhould 
fiill be granted. In the proclamation, the w~rd, foreign, 
was purpofely omitted; and the queens were thereby 
authorized to give protection to as many Englilh priefis as 
they lh:mld think proper. 

TtiAT 



CHARLES II. 391 

THAT the king might reap fome advantage from his CH A P. 

r h J: 11 . h d h LXIII. 
comp tances, owever 1a acrous, e engage t e com-~ ......, 

mons anew into an examination of his revenue, which, x6{)z. 

chiefly by the negligence in levying it, had proved, he 

faid, much inferior to the public charges. Notwith-

ftanding the price of Dunkirk, his debts, he complained, 

amounted to a confiderable fum; and to fatisfy the com-

mons, that the money formerly granted him, had not 

been prodigally expended, he offered to lay before them 

the whole account of his difburfements. It is however 

agreed on all hands, that the king, though, during his 

banilhment, he had managed his fmall and precarious 

income with great order and reconomy, had now much 

abated of thefe virtues, and was unable to make his royal 

revenues fuffice for his expences. The commons, with· 

out entering into too nice a difquifition, voted hiJn four 

fubfidies; and this was the lafl: time, that taxes were 

levied in that manner. 

SEVERAL laws were made this feffion with regard to 

trade. The militia alfo came under confideration, and 

fome rules were efl:ablifhed for ordering and arming it. 

It was enacted, that the king fuould have no power of 

keeping the militia under arms above fourteen days in the 

year. The fituation of this ifl:.md, together with its 

great naval power, has always occafioned other means of 

fecurity, however requifite, to be much neglected amongft 

us: And the parliament £bowed here a very fuper.Ruous 

jealoufy of the king's ftrictnefs in difciplining the militia. 

The principles of liberty rather require a contrary 

jealoufy. 
THE earl of Briftol's friendlhip with Clarendon, which 

had fubfified, with great intimacy, during their exile and 

the difireifes of the royal party, had been confiderably 

impaired fince the reftoration, by the chancellor's refufing 

b)s affent to fome grants, which Brifrol had applied for to 

C c 4 · a court-
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c H A P. a court lady: And a little after, the latter nobleman, 
LXIII. . fi d . d'r . f h. 

'-----~agreeably to the 1mpetuo 1ty an 4ln 11cretwn o 1s temper, 
J663. broke out againft the minifier in the mofl: outrageous 

ma~ner. He even entered a charge of treafon againft 

him before the houfe of peers ; but had concerted his 

meafures fo imprudently, that the judges, when confulted, 

cleclarcd, that., neither for its matter nor its form, could 

the charge be legally received. The articles indeed refem .. 

ble more the incoherent altercations of a paffionate enemy, 

than a ferious accufation, fit to be difcu:ffed by a court of 

j udic,ature; and Brifiol himfelf was fo . aihamed of his con­
duB: and defeat, that he abfconded during fome time. Not­

withfl:anding his fine talents, his eloquence, his fpirit, and 
his courage, he could neyer regain the character, which 

he loft by this hafiy and precipitate meafure; 

Decline of BuT though Clarendon was able to elude this rafh 
Cbr;ndon's afTault his credit at court was fenfibly decl ining· and 
credit, ' ' 

~ in proportion as the king found himfelf efiablifhed on 

the throne, he began to alienate himfelf from a minifier, 

whofe character was fo little fu ited to his own. Charles's 

favour ~or the Catholics was always oppofed by Clarendon, 

public liberty was fecured againfi all attempts of the 

over-zealous royalifis, prodigal grants of the king were 

checked or rcfufed, and the dignity of his own charJcter 
was fo much confultcd by the chancellor, that he made it 

an inviolable rule, as did alfo his friend, Southampton, 

never to enter into any conncxion with the royal miHreJlcs. 

~"'he king's favourite was Mrs. Pal mer, afterwards created 

dutchefs of Cleveland; a woman prodigal, rapacious, 

ciffolute, violent, revengeful. She failed not in her turn 

to undermine Clarendon's credit with his mafier; a~d her 

fuccefs was at this time made apparent to the whole world. 
Secretary Nicholas, the chancellor's great friend, was 

removed from his place; and Sir Harry Bennet, his 

flvowe<l 
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avowed enemy, · was advanced to" that office. Bennet was c H A P. 
LXIII. 

foon after created lord Ar ington. '::--v---1 

THoUGH the king's conduCl: had hitherto, fince his 1663• 

refl:oration, been, in the main, laudable, men of pene­
tration began to obferve, that thofe virtues, by which he 
had, at fidt, fo much dazzled and enchanted the nations 

had great fhow, but not equal folidity. His good under­
ftanding loft much of its influence by his want of appli­
cation; his bounty was more the refult of a facility of 

difpoqtion than any gencrofity of charaCter; his focial 

humour led him frequently to neglect his dignity; hii 

love of pl,eafure was not attended with proper fentiment, 
and decency; and while he feemed to bear a good will to 

every one that approached him, he had a heart not very 
capable of friendfhip, and he had fecretly entertained a 
very bad opinion and difi:rufi: of mankind. But above all, 
what fullied his charaCl:er in the eyes of good judges WJ.S 

his negligent ingratitude towards the unfortunate cavaliers, 

whofe zeal and fufferings in the royal caufe had known 
no bounds. This conduCl: however in the king may, 
from the circumftances of his fituation and temper, admit 

of fome excufe; at leaft, of fome alleviation. As he had. 
been reftored more by the efforts of his reconciled enemies 

than of his ancient friends, the former pretended a title 

to fhare his favour; and being, frorn praCtice, acquainted 
with public bufinefs, they were better qualifiQ<\ to execute 

any trufl: committed to them. The king's revenues were 

far from being large, or even equal to Lis neceffary 

cxpences; and his mifireffes, and the companions of his 
mirth and plcafures, gained by felicitation every requefi: 

from his eafy temper. The very poverty, to which the 
more zealous royalifl:s bad reduced themfelvcs, by ren­

dering them infignificant, made them unfit to fupport the 

king's rneafures, and caufed him to deem them a ufclefs 

· ncumbrapce. And a~ many falfe and ridiculous claims 
· of 
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c H A P. of merit were offered, his natural indolence, averfe to a 
• LXIII. ft · n. d-ir. • } d h" h lJ . h ~ ri~.,;L tcuffion or enqutry, e tm to treat t em a w1t · 

• r861. equal indifference. The parliament took fame notice of 

the poor cavaliers. Sixty thoufand pounds were at one 

time diflributed among them: Mrs. Lane alfo and the 
Penderells had handfome prefents and penfions from the 
king. But the greater part of the royalifts frill remained 

in poverty and diftrefs; aggravated by the cruel cl if­

appointment in their fanguine hopes, and by feeing favour 

and preferment beil:owed upon their moft inveterate foes. 

With regard to the aa of indemnity and oblivion, they 

univerfally faid, that it was an aCt of indemnity to the 

kings enemies, and of oblivion to his friends. 
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C HA P. LXIV . 

.A new fe.Jlion--Rupture with Holland--A new 
fe.flion--Viflory of the Englifo--Rupture with 

Prance--Rupture with Denmark--New fe.f!ion 
--Sea-fight of four days--Viflory of the Eng­

lijh--Fire of London--Advances towards -

peace-Difgrace at Chatbam-Peace of .. Breda­
--Clarendon' s fall--and banijhment--State 

of France- -Charafler of Lewis XIV.-­
French invajion of the Low Countries--Negoti­

ations--'T'riple league--'I'reaty of Aix-la-cha­

pelle--Affairs of Scotland--and of Ireland. 

T HE next feffion of parliament difcovered a con- c H A P. 

tinuance of the fame principles, which had pre- LXIV. 

vailcd in all the foregoing. Monarchy and the church~~ 
were ftill the objeCts of regard and afFeCtion. During no '16thMarcb. 

A new 

period of the prefent reign, did this fpirit more evidently feffion. 

pafs the bounds of reafon and moderation. 

THE king in his fpeech to the parliament had ventured 

openly to demand a repeal of the triennial aB: ; and he 

even went fo far as to declare, that, notwithfianding the 

law, he never would allow any parliament to be affembled 

by the methods prefcribed in that ftatute. The parlia­
ment, without taking offence at this declaration, repealed 

the law; and in lieu of all the fecurities, formerly pro­

vided, fatisfied themfelves with a general claufe, " that 

" parliaments fuould ·not be interrupted above three 

" · years at the moft." As the Engliili parliament had 

now raifed itfelf to be a regular check and controul upon 
royal 
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c H A P. roy~l power; it is evident, that they ought fiill to have 
LXIV. ·.l 1 r. · .. c h · · d ~ preferveu a regu ar ,ecunty tor t e1r meetmg, an not 
16640 have trufted entirely to the good-will of the king, who, 

if ambitious or enterprifing, had fo little reafon to be 
pleafed with thefe affemblies. Before the end of Charles's 
reign, tlie nation had occafion to feel very fenfib1y the 
effecrs of this repeal. 

BY the aB: of uniformity, every clergyman, who fl1ould 
officiate without being properly qualified, was punifhable 
by fine and imprifonment: But this fecurity was not 
thought fufficient for the church. It was now enaBed, 
that, wherever five perfons above thole of the fame houfc­

hold, fhould affemble in a religious congregation, every 
one of them was liable, for the firft offence, to be 
imprifoned three months, or pay five-pounds; for the 
fecond, to be imprifoned fix months, or pay ten pounds; 
and for the third to be tranfported fevcn years, or pay a 
hundred pounds. The parliament had only in their eye 
the malignity of the fecbries : They 1hould have carried 
their attention farther, to the chief caufe of that malignity, 
the refl:raint under which they laboured. 

THE commons likewife paffed a vote, that the wrongs, 
cHilionours, and indignities, offered to the Englifh by the 

fubjeCl:s of the United Provinces, were the greateft 
obftruCl:ions to all foreign trade: And they promi(ed to 

affift the king with their lives and fortunes in afferting the 
rights of his crown againft all oppofition whatfoever. 
This was the firft open ftep towards a Dutch war. We 
muft explain the caufes and motives of this meafure, 

THAT .clofe union and confederacv, which, during a ltupture J 

wit.lt Hol- courfe of .near feventy-years, has fubfifted, almofl: without 
1al'!d. 

interruption or jealoufy, between England and Holland, is 
not fo m eh founded on the natural unalterable '.nterefts of 
thefe fl:.1te'", as on their terror of the growing power of the 
French monarch, who, without their comt"\ination, it is 

appre~ 
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apprehended, · would foon extend his dominion 
~ h fi 11. f C 1 • . LXIV. Europe. in t e rn: years o bares s retgn, when the ~ 

ambitious geniusJ of Lewis had not, as yet, difplayed 1664. 

itfclf; and when the great force of his people was, 
in fome meafure, unknown even to themfel ves, the 
rivalfhip of commerce, not checked by any other jea-
loufy or apprehenfion, had in England begotten a vi~lent • 
enmity againfl: the neighbouring republic. 

TRADE was beginning, a~ong the Englifh, to be a 
matter of general concern ; but notwithfl:anding all ~their 
efforts and advantages, their commerce fecmcd hitherto 
to fl:and upon a footing, which was fomewhat precarious. · 
The Dutch, who, by indufiry and frugality, were enabled 
to underfell thorn in every market, retained poffeffion of 
the mofl: lucrative branches of commerce.;, and the 
Engliih merchants had the mortification to find, that all 
a,ttempts to extend their trade were flill turned, by the 
vigilance of their rivals, to ~heir lofs . and difnonour. 
'fheir indignationencreafed, when they: confidcred the fupe­
rior naval power of England ; the brave~;y of her· officers 
and feamen; her favourable fituation, which enabled her to 
intercept the whole Dutch commerce. By the profpeB: of 
thefe advantages, they were fl:rongly; prompted, from 
motives lefs juft than political, to make war upon the 
States; and at once to ravifh from them by force, what 
they could not obtain, or could obtain but flowly, by 
fuperior fkill and induftry. 

THE carelefs, unambitious temper of Charles rendered 
him little capable of forming fo vafl: a projeB: as that 'of 
engroffing the commerce and naval power of Europe; 
yet could he not remain altogether infenfible to fuch 
obvious and fuch tempting profpeCt:s. His genius, hap­
pily turned towards mechanics, had inclined him to fl:udy 
naval affairs, which, of all branches of bufinefs, he both 
loved the moft, and undcrftood the belt. 'rhough the 

Dutch, 
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c H A P. Dutch, during his exile, had exprefTed towards him more 

• LXIV. ' '1' ·1 f . dil... h h h d . d f ""--v--J c1v1 tty anu nen mtp, t an e a receJve rom any 
• ~664. other foreign power; the Louvefl:ein or arifiocratic fac­

tion, which, at this time, ruled the commonwealth, haci 

fallen into clofe union with France; and could that party 

be fubdued, he might hope, that his nephew, the young 
prince of Orange, would be re-infrated in the authority, 
poffeifed by his ancefi:ors, and would bring the States to a 
dependence under England. His narrow revenues made 
it ftill requifite for him to ftudy the humours of his people, 
which now ran violently towards war; and it has been 

fufpeeted, though the fufpicion was not jufiified by the 

event, that the hopes of diverting fome of the fupplies to 
his private ufe were not overlooked by this neceffitous 

monarch. 
THE duke of York, more aCtive and enterprizing, 

pu£hed more eagerly the war with Holland. He defired · 
an opportunity of difringuilhing himfelf: He loved to 
cultivate commerce: fie was at the head of a new African 
company, whofe trade was extremely checked by the fet• 

tlements of the Dutch : And perhaps, the religious 
prejudices, by which that prince was always fo much 
governed, began, even fo early, to inftil into him an 
antipathy againft a proteftant commonwealth, the bulwark 
of the reformation. Clarendon and Southampton, ob­

ferving that the nation was not fupported by any foreign 
alliance, were averfe to hoftilities; but their credit was 

now on the decline. 

11th May. BY thefe concurring motives, the court and parliament 

were both of them inclined to a Dutch war. The par­

liament was prorogued without voting fupplies: But aa 
they had been induced, without any open application from 
the crown, to pafs that vote above-mentioned againft th= 
Dutch encroa<:hments, it was reafonably ~onfidered <ii 

fufficient fanction for the vigorous meafures, which werG 

refolved on. DowN· 
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·DOWNINr;, the Englifh minifter at the Hague, a man C .R A P .. 

f 
· r 1 • r. •..1 • } LXIV .. 

G an IntO ent, Impetuous temper, pre1enteu a memona ~ 

to the States, containing a lifi of thofe depredations, of •"66~ 

which the Englilh complained. It is remarkable, that 

all the pretended depredations preceded the year 1662, 
when a treaty of league and alliance had" been renewed · 

with the Dutch; and thefe complaints were then tbo~ght . 

either fo ill grounded or fo frivolous; tliat they had not been 

mentioned in the treaty. Two fhips alone, the Bona-
venture and the Good-hope, had been claimed by the 

Englifb; and it was agreed, that the claim ili•uld be 
profecuted by the ordinary courfe of j uftice. The States 
had configned a fum of money, in cafe the caufe lhould 

be decided againfr them; but the matter was frill iu 

dependance. Cary, who was entrufted by the proprietors 
with. the management of the law-fuit for the Bonaventure, 

~ad re[olved to accept of thirty thoufand pounds, which 
were ofFered him; but was hindered by Downing~ who 
told him, that the claim was a matter of frate between 
the two naticns, not a concern of private perfons 1t. 

Thefe circumfrances give us no favourable idea of the 

j ufiice of the Englifh pretenfions. 

CHARLES confined not hirr.fel£ to mcmDrials and 

remonfirances. Sir Robert Holmes was fecretly difpatched 

with a fquadron of twenty-two fhips to the coafr of 
Africae He not only expelled the Dutch from cape 

Corfe, to which the Englilh had fome pretenfions: He 

likewife feized the Dutch fettlements of cape Verde and 
the ifle of Goree, together with feveral lhips trading on 
that coafr. And having failed to America, he poffeffed 

himfelf of Nova Belgia, fince called New York; a terri­

tory, w~ch James the fidl: had given by patent to the earf 
of Stirling, but which had never been planted but by the 

. lolollanders. '\Vhen the States complained of thcfe hofiile 

& Tel!lple, vol. ii. P• 41. 
meafures, 
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c H A P. meafures, tle king, unvvilling to avow what he could not 

, LX~V • . 
1
well ju!l:ify, preten.ded ~o be totally ignorant o.f Holmes's 

1664. enterprize. He 1Ikew1fc confined that adm1ral to the 

Tower; btt fome time after releafed him. 

THE Duch, finding that their applications for redrefs 

were likely to be eluded~ and that a ground of quarrel 

was indufiroufly fo~ght for by the Englifh, began to 

arm with liligence. • They even exerted, with fome 

p;ecipitatiOJ, ;n aCl: of vigour, which haftened on the 

rupture. Sr , J olin Lawfon and de Ruyter had been fent 

with combned fquadrons into the Mediterranean, in 

order to ~laftife the pyratical fl:ates on the coaft of 

Barbary; a1d the time of their feparation and return was 

now approa:hing. The States fecretly difpatched orders 

to de Ruyt6", that he fhould take in provifions at Cadiz; 

and failing towards the coafr of Guinea, fhould retaliate 

on the Engilh, and put the Dutch in poffeffion of thofe 

fcttlements whence Holmes had expe1led them. De 

Ruyter, haring a confiderable force on board, met with 

no oppofitim in Guinea. All the new acquifitions of the 

Englilh, .e.>cept cape Corfe, were recovered from them. 

They wen even difpoffdfed of fome old fettlements. 

·Such of their fhips as fell into his hands were feized by 
de Ruyter. That admiral failed next to America. He 
attacked Btrbadoes, but was repulfed. He afterwards 

committed 10ftilities on Long Ifland. 

ME. A NWHILE, the Englilh preparations for war were 

advancing with vigor and indufl:ry. The king had 

received n~ fupplics from parliament; but by his own 

funds and credit he \Vas enabled to equip a Reet: The 

city of L01doplent him IOo,ooo pounds: The fpirit of 
the nation feconded his a:-mamcnts : He himfelf went 

from port :o port, infp~B:ing with great diligence, and 

encouragin~ the work: And in a little time the Englifh 

navy was p1t in a formidable condition. Eight hundred 
· thoufan.d 
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H\<:)ufand poun·ds are faid to have been expe1ded on this c H A P. 

L . d . LXIV. 
3rmament. When awfon arnve , and conmun1cated ~ 

his fufpicion of de Ruyter's enterprize, order. were iffued 1664. 

for feizing all Dutch iliips; and I 35 fell int> the hands 

of the Engli!h. Thefe were not declared przes, till af­

terwards, when war was proclaimed. 

THE parliament, when it met, granted a fupply, the 24th Nov. 

larbo-efi: by far that had ev~r been e:iven to a knbo- or" Eng- fiA new fef-
~ '- ton. , 

bnd, yet fcarcely fufficient for the preent under-

. ~aking. Near twd miliions and a half werevoted, to be , 

levied by quarterly payments in three years. The avidity 

.of the merchants, together with the grea1 pro!pect of 

fuccefs, had animated the whole nation againfl the 

Dutch. 

A GREAT alteration was made this feffior in the me­

thod of taxing the clergy. In almofl: all tte other mo­

narchies of Europe, the affemblics, whofe confent was 

~formerly requifite to the enacting of laws, ~re compofed 

of three efiates, the clergy, the nobility, a1d the. com­

monalty, which formed fo many member~ ol the political 

body, of wh_ich the king was confidered as he head. In 
England too, the parliament was always .eprefented as 

confifiing of three efiates; but their feparaton was never 

fo difiinct as in other kingdoms. 'A cony<cation, how­

ever, had ufually fitten at the fame time wth the parlia .. 

ment; though they poffdTcd not a negative voice in the 

paffing of laws, and affumed no other tempoal power than 

that of impofing taxes on the clergy. By reafon of ec­

clefiafiical preferments, which he could befiow, the 

king's influence _over the church was moe confiderable 

than over the laity; fo that the fubfidies, ~ranted by the 

convocation, were commonly greater tha1 thofe which 

were voted hy parliament. The church, :herefore, was 
not difpleafed to depart tacitly from the ight of taxing 

herfelf, and allow the commons to lay inpofitions on 

VoL. VH. D d ecclefiafrical 
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c H A P. ecclefiaftical revenues, as on the refi of the kingdom. In 
LXIV. br.d· h" h h . h d '-v---J recompence, two fu 11 tes, w tc t e convocatiOn a 

J66-t• formerly granted, were remitted, and th~ parochial clergy 

were allowed to vote at elections. Thus the church of 
Eng1and made a bar:er of power for profit. Their con­
vocations, having become infignificant to the crown, have 
been much difufed of late years. 

THE Dutch faw, with the utmo!l: regret, a war ap­
proaching, whence they might dread the moft fatal 
confeq uences, but which afforded no profpetl: of advan­

tage. They tried every art of negotiation, before they 

would come to extremities. Their meafurcs were at that 

-time direCl:ed by John de \Vit, a minifter equally emi­

nent for greatnefs of mind, for capacity, and for integrity. 

Though moderate in his private deportment, he knew 

how to adopt in his public counfels that magnanimity, 

which fuits the minifter of a great :ll:ate. It was ever his 
maxim, that no independent government :lhould yield to 
another any evident point of reafon or equity; and that 

all fuch conceffions, fo far from preventing war, ferved 

to no other purpofe than to provoke fre:lh claims and in­

fults. By his management a fpirit of union was pre­

ferved in all the provinces; great fums were levied; and 

a navy was equipped, compofed of larger :lhips than the 

Dutch had ever built before, and able to cope with the 

fleet of England. 

166 5• As foon as certain intelligence arrived of de Ruyter's 
2.2.d Feb. enterprizes, Charles declared war againft the States. His 

fleet, con!ifting of I 14 fail, befides fire-£hips and ketches, 
was commanded by the duke of York, and under him by 

3d June. prince Rupert and the earl of Sandwich. It had about 
Vitlory of • 
the Englith, 22,000 men on board. Obdam, who was admtral of 

the Dutch navy, of nearly equal force, declined not the 

combat. In the heat of aCtion, when engaged in dofe 
fight 
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fight with the duke of York, Ol:>dam's lhip blew up. C H A P. 
· LXIV. 

This accident much difc~mraged the Dutch, who fled..__.......,~ 
towards their own coaft. Tromp alone, fon of the fa- 1665, 

rnous admiral, killed during th former w ... r, bravely 

fufi:ained with his fquadron tLc c;':"orts of the En ·'iih, 
and protected the rear of his countrymen. 'rhc 'an­

quilhed had nineteen lhips funk and tak"n. The viCtors 

lofi: only one. Sir John Law Con died fo~11 after of his 

wounds. 

IT is affirmed, and with an appearance of reafo ., that 

this viB:ory might have been rendered more compktc, had 

not orders been iffucd to flacken fail by Brounker., one of 

the duke's bedchamber, who pretended authority from his 

maftcr. The duke difclaimed the orders; but Brounkcr 

never was fuffi~iently puni£hed for his temerity i, It is 

allowed, however, tliat the duke behaved with great bra­

very during the aB:ion. He was long in the thickefi: of 

the fire. The earl of Falmouth, lord Mu!kerry, and 

1\tir. Boyle, were killed by one iliot at his fide, and co­

vered him all over with their brains and gore. And it is 

not likely, that, in a purfuit, where even pcrfons of in ... 

ferior fi:ation, and of the mofi: cowardly difpofttion, ac .. 

quire courage, a commander iliould feel his fpirits to flag, 

f. i King James in his Memeirs gives an account of this affair different from 

what we meet with in any hillorian. He fays, that, while he was af1eep, 

Brounker brought orders to Sir John Harman, captain of the lhip, to ihcken 

fail. Sir John remonftrated, but o~eyed, After fome time, finding that his 

falling baclt was likely to produce confufion in the fleet, he hoiJled the f.il 

as before: So that the prince coming foon after on the quarter deck, and 

finding all things as he left them, knew nothing of what had pa!led durir.g 

his repofe. No body gave him the leaft intimation of it. It was long af'ter. 

that he heard of it, by a kind of accident; and he intended to have punilhed 

Brounker by martial law; but jull: about that time, the hou(e of commons 

took up the quell.ion and impeached him, which made it impoffiblc tor the 

rluke to punifu him otherwife than by difmifiing him his feni ce. Brou .1ker, 

before the houfe, never pretended, that he had received any o.ders fmm the 

tuke. 

D d 4 
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c H A P. and ihould turn from the back of an enemy, whofe face 
LXIV. f 'cl '----v---' he had not been a ra1 to encounter. 

I665. THIS difafter threw the Dutch into confrernation, and 

determined de Wit, who was the foul of their councils, 

to exert his military capacity, in order to fupport the 

declining courage of his countrymen. He went on board 

the fleet, which he took under his command; and he 

foon remedied all thofe diforders, which had been occa­

fioned by the late misfortune. The genius of this man 

was of the mofi extenfive nature. He quickly became as 
much mafrer of navaJ affairs, as if he had from his in .. 

fancy been educated in them; and he e\ren made im­

provements in fome parts of pilotage and failing, beyond 

what men expert in thofe arts had ever been able to 

attain. 
THE misfortunes of the Dutch determined their allies 

:R"pture 
withFunce. to aB: for their affiflance and fupport. The king of 

France was engaged in a defenfive alliance with the 

States; but as his naval force was yet in its infancy, he 

was extremely averfe, at that time, from entering into a 
war with fo formidable a power as England. He long 

tried to mediate a peace between the ftates, and for 

that purpofe fent an embaffy to London, which returned 

without effecting any thing. Lord Hollis, the Englifh 
amhaffador at Paris, endeavoured to draw over Lewis to 

the fide of England; and, in his mafier's name, made 

him the mofl: tempting offers. Charles was content to 

abandon all the Spaniih Low Countries to the French, 

without pretending to a foot of ground for himfelf; pro­

vided Lewis would allow him to purfue his advantages 

againfi the Dutch k. But the French monarch, though 

the, conquefi of that valuable territory was the "chief ob­

ject of his ambition, rtjeB:ed the offer as . contrary to his 

k D'Ellrades, 19th of Decerr.ber, t664. 

interefis: 
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interefis: He thought, that if the Englifh had once efl:a- C H A P. 

bifhed an uncontroulable dominion over the fea and over ~X~ 
commerce, they would foon be able to render his ac- 1665. 

quifitions a dear purchafe to him. When de Lionne, 

the French fecretary, affured Van Beuninghen, ambaffa-

dor of the States, that this offer had been prefied on his 

mafter during fix months, " I can readily believe it," 

replied the Dutchman; " l am fenfible that it is the in-

~' terefl: of England 1.'' 

SucH were the efi:ablilbed maxims at that time with 

regard to the interefts of princes. It mu£1: however be 

allowed, that the politics of Charles, in making this of­

fer, were not a little hazardous. The extreme weaknefs 

of Spain would have rendered the French conquefts eafy 

and infallible; but the vigour of the Dutch, it might 

be forefeen, would make the fuccefs of the Englifh much 

more precarious. And even were the naval force of Hol­

land totally annihilated, the acquifition of the Dutch 

commerce to England could not be rei ied on as a certain 

confequence; nor is trade a conftant attendant of power, 

but depends on many other, and fome of them very deli-

cate, circumftances. 
THOUGH the king of France was refolved to fupport 

the. Hollanders in that unequal contcft, in which they 

were engaged ; he yet protraCted his declaration, and 

employed the time in naval preparations, both in the 

ocean and the rv1editerranean. The king of Denmark 

mean while was refolved not to remain an idle fpectator 

of the conteft between the maritime powers. The part 

which he acted was the moft extraordinary: He made a 

fecret agreement with Charles to feize all the Dutch lhips 

in his harbours, and to £hare the fpoils with the Engli!b, 

provided they would affifi: him in executing this meafure. 

ln order to encreafe his prey, he pcrfidiouf1y invited the 

1 D':Eftrades, 14th Auguft, 1665. 

D d 3 Dutch 
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c ti A P.. Dutch to take lhclter in his ports; and accordingly the 

~~ Eafr India fleet, very richly laden, had put into Bergen. 

~andwich, who now commanded the En3lifh navy (the 

duke having gone afhorc) difpatchcd Sir Thom:1s Tid­

diman with a fquadron to_ attack them; but whether 

from the king of Dcnmark'1l dday in fending orders to the 

governor, or, what is more probable, from his avidity in 
ende.1vouring to engrofs the whole booty, the Engli£4 

admiral, !hough ht: behaved with great bravery, failed of 
his purpofe. T'hc Danifh governor fired upon him; and 

th~ Dutch, having hac11cifure to fortify themfelves, made 

• 

~untnre 

'' ith Den• 
mark. 

a gallant refifr::mce. ' 

THE king of Denm:uk, feeming1y afha?Ied of his con­

quct, concluded with Sir Gilbert rfalbot, the Englilh 

envoy, an offcnfive alliance againfi the States; and at the 

very fame time, his refident at the Hague, by his orders~ 
concluded an ofl-cnfive alliance againfi England. To this 

latter alliance he adhered, probably from jealoufy of the 

encrcafi.ng naval power of England; and he feized and 

~onfifcated all the Englifh lhips in l;is harbours. This 

was a fenfible check to the advantages, which Charles 

had obtained over the Dutch. Not only a blow was 

given to the Englilh commerce; the king of Den­

mark's naval force was alfo confidcrable, and threatened 

every moment a conjunction with the Hollanders. That 

prince ftipulated to affi.fi his ally with a Beet of thirty 

fail ; and he received in return a yearly fubfidy of 

1 ,soo,ooo crowns, of whi~h 300,000 we~;e paid by 

France. 

THE kin6 endeavoured to counter~alance thefe con­

federacies hy acquiring new· friends and alJies. He haq 

Jifpatched Sir Lichard Fanlhaw into Spain, who met 

~vith a very cold reception. That monarchy was fun~ 

.into a ftate of weaknefs, and was menaced with an inva­

~ion from F·rance; yet could not any motive prevail with 
. . . . • . ~hi_li~ 
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Philip to enter into c0rdial friendihip with England. C H A P. 
'""" LXIV. 

Charles's alliance with Portugal, the detention of Jamaica~ 
and Tangiers, the fale of Dunkirk to the French; all 1665. 

thefe offences funk fo deep in the mind of the Spani!h 

monarch, that no motive of intereft was fufficient to out-

weigh them. 

THE bilhop of Munfter was the only ally that Charles 

could acquire. rrhis prelate, a man of refi:lefs enterprize 

and ambition, had entertained a violent animofity againfl: 

the States; and he was eafily engaged, by the promife 

of fubfidies from England, to make an incurfion on that 

republic. With a tumultu;1ry army of near 2o,ooo men, 

he invaded her territories, and met with weak refifrance. 

'I'he land forces of the States were as feeble and ill-go­

verned, as their fleets were gallant and formidable. But 

after his committing great ravages in feveral of the pro­

vinces, ?- flop was put to the progrefs of this "':'arlike pre­

late. He had not military ikill fufficient to improve the 

advantages which fortune had put into his hands: The 

king of France fent a body of 6ooo men to oppofe him: 

Subfidies were uot regularly remitted him from England; 

and many of his troops deferted for want of pay: The 

eleCtor of Brandenburgh threatened him with an invafion 

in his own fl:ate: And on the whole, he was glad to con­

clude a peace under the mediation of France. On the 

firfl: furmifc of his intentions, Sir \Villiam Temple was 

fent from London with money to fix him in his former 

alliance; but found, that he arrived too late. 

THE Dutch, encouraged by all the::fe favourable cir­

cumfl:ances, continued rcfolute to exert themfelves to the 

utmoft in their own defence. De Ruyter, their great 

admiral, was arrived from his expedition to Guinea: 

Their Indian fleet was come home in fafety: Their har­

bours were crowded with merchant !h~ps : FaCtion at 

home was appeaf.:d : The young prince of Orange had 
D d 4 put 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

C H A P. put himfelf under the tuition of the States of Hol1and 9 LXIV. · · • ' 
~and of de \Vit, their penfionary, who exec4ted his tnd~ 

1665• with honour and fidelity: Aml the animofity, which the 

Hollanders entertained '!-gainfr the attack of the Engli!h, 

fo unprovoked, '!-S they thought it, made them thirfl: fo~ 
revenge, and hope for better fuccefs in their next enter-:­

prize. Such vigour was exerted in the common cauie~ 

that, in order to man the fleet, all merchant lhips were 
~rohibited to fail, and even the filheries were fufpended m~ 

THE Englifh likewile continued in the fame difpofi­
tion, though another more grievous calamity had joined 

~tfelf to tha~ of war. The plague had broken out in 

London; and that with fuch violence as to cut off, in ~ 

1oth Oetob. year, n~ar 90,000 inhabitants. The k~ng was obliged 

to fummon the parliament at Oxford. 

Newfdlion. A GOOD agreeq1ent ftill fubfifled between the king and 

parliament. They, Ofi their part, unanimoufly voted 

him the [uPf ly demanded, twelve hundred and fifty thou­
fand 'p~unds, to be levied in two years by monthly a:ffe:ff-

Fi"t'-mile- ments. And he, to gratify them, paffed the five-mile­
-a~t. 

aCt, which has given occafion to gric vous and not unj u~ 
complaints. The ch~ch, under pretence of guarding 

monarchy againfr its inveterate enemies, perfevered in 

the projetl: of wreaking her own enmity <1gainfl: the no~7 
conformifts. It was enacred, that no di:ffenting teacher, 
who took not t~e non-refifl:ance oath above mentiOned~ 
ihould, except upon the road, come Vv ithin five miles of 

any corporation, or of any p1ace, wher~ he h:::d preacheq 
after the aEt of oblivion. The penalty was a fin~ of fifty 

pounds, and fix mor:t~s impri(onment. By ejc~ing the 

ponconfor:ning _clergy from their churches, and prohi­

biting all fcparatc congregations, they had been rendered 
tncapable of gaining any livelinood by their fpi1)tual pro-

, . 

~ Tromp's life. D'Eihades, 5th of ~t:bruary 1665. 

feffion 
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feffion. And now, under colour of removing them from c H A P. 

places, where their influence might be dangerous, an _:x~_v ~ 
expedient w4s fallen upon to deprive them of all means 1665. 

pf fu bfifience, Had not the fpirit of the nation under-

gone ·1 change, thefe violence_s wer~ preludes to the mofi: 

furious perfecLJtioQ. 

HowEvER prevalent the hierarchy, this law did not 

pJfs without oppofition. Bdides feveral peers, attached 

to the o1d parliamentary party, Southampton himfclf, 

~hough Clarendon's great friend, expretTed his difappro­

batiou of thefe meafures. But the churc~ party, not diC­

COLJtagcd with this oppofition, introduced into th~ ~oufe 
of commons a biil for impofing the oath of nonreii!bnce 

on the whole nation. It was rejeB:ed only by three 

yotces. The parliament, aft~r a iliort fcffion, was pro- 31a oaob. 

rogued. 

• AFTER France had declared war, England was evi.. 1 666. 

~cntly overmatched in force. Yet fue poifeffed this ad­

vantage by her fituation, that ihe lay between the fleets of 

her enemies, and might be able, by fpcedy and well-con-
certed operations, to prevent their j~nB:ion. But fuch 

~vas the ~nhaP,PY condutl: of her commanders, or fuch 
the want of intelligence in her minifl:ers, that this cir­

~umfiance turned rather to her prejudice. Lewis had 

given orders to the d~ke of Beaufort, his admiral, to fail 

from Toulon; and the French fquadron, under his com-

mand, confifting of above fqrty fail", was now commonly 
fuppofed to be entering the channel. The Dutch .fleet, 
to the number of feven ty-fix fail, was at fea, under t_he 

command c•f de Ruyter and Tramp, in order to join him. 

The duice of Albemarle and priqce RuP.ert commanded 

the Engliili fleet, which exc'eeded not feventy-four fail. 

Albemarle, who, from his fucceifes under the proteCtor, 
"r , • 

n D'Eftra~ee1 uft of May 16c6. 
had 
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.c H A P. had too much learned to defpife the enemy, propo[id to 
LXIV. . R . h lt..' • cl 
~detach pnncc upert vntt twenty w1ps, m or er t• op-

1666, pofe the duke of Beaufort. Sir Gcorge Ayfcue, well 

ac u(linted with the bravery and condutt of de R1yter, 

protdl:cd aga:nfr the temerity of this refolution: Btt Al­
bemarlc's authority prevai k d. The rcm<'.indcr <f the 

En;lifn fc t fail to give battle to the Dutch; who, eeing 

the enemy advance quickly upon tllcm, cut their abies, 

and prepared for the combat. The bcttle th. .. nfu: .. , is 
one of the mofc memrHab} ,~, that we real of ;,1 rory; 

whet!1er we confider its long dur tion,' or the dcf era. e 

Su fight of cour~ge, with v.; ich it \vas fought. rl ~ 1 , de! 

fo-ur d.1y~. h<>re fome atouer>.ent by his v~lou fo d.e r hnc · <f t .e 

atte: .pt. No youth, :wimat-:1 oy t:) ry and mbt10us 
hopei, could exert ilim( H more than rlid this man, v. ho 

was now in the decline of life, and 'Nho had reac e~ the 

fummit of honoUI..,. We lli:all not enter m1uute13 into 

particulars. It will be fufficient to mention the chief 

events of e· eh day's engagement. 

1ft June. IN the firfi: day, Sir WiLiam Berkcley, vice-adniral, 

leading the van, fell into the thickefr of the enem), was 

overpowered, and .hi:; ihip taken. He himfelf was :ound 

dead in his cabin, all .covered with blood. The E1gli!h 

had the weather-gage of the enemy; but as the wind 

blew fo hard, that they cou1d not ufe tileir lower tire;. they 

derived but fmall advantage from this circumfi:ance. The 

Dutch ihot, however, fell chiefly on their fails ani rig­

ging; and few fhips· were funk or much daoaged. 

Chain -ihot was at that time a new invention; comnonly 

attributed to de Wit. Sir John Barman exerted hmfelf 

extremely on this day. The Dutch admiral, Erertz, 

was killed in engaging him. Darknefs parted thecom­

batants. 

THE fecond day, the wino was fomewhat fallez, and 

the combat becflmC more .ficady and mo~e terrible. The 
J E1glilh 
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EngHh now found, that the greateft valour cannot corn- c H A P. 

{; h r · · f b . 11. LXIV. 
pen te t e 1upenonty o num ers, agamLL an enemy~ 

who is well condutled, and whQ is not defective in 1666. 

counge. De Ruyter and Van Tromp, rivals in glory 

and 1nemies from faction, exerted themfelves in emulation 

of ea::h other; and de Ruyter had the advantage of difen-

gagitg and faving his antagonifl:, who had been furrounq• 

ed b: the Englifi1, and was in the mofi: im~inent d~nger. 

Sixt<en frefh fhips joined the Dutch fleet during the ac-

ti.on And the Englilh were fo fhattered, that their 

fightng fhips were reduced to twenty-eight, and they 

founl themfe1ves obliged to retre~t t_owards their own 

coafi The Dutch followed them, and were on the point 

of flnewing the combat; when a calm, which came a 
li~tl( before night, prevented the engagement. 

1'£xT morning, tqe Englilh were obliged to continue 

thei1 retreat ; and a proper difpofition was m~de for that 

purpfe. The iliattered lhips were ordered to fi:retch a­

heac; and fixteen of the moft entire followed them in 

goo< order, and kept the enemy in awe. Albemarle 

him:lf clofed the rear, anJ prefented an undaunted coun­

tenmce to his victorious foes. The earl of Offory, fon 

of Ormond, a gallant youth, who fought honour and 

exp(riepce in every aai;n throughout Europe, \VaS then 

on loard the admiral. .Albemarle confdled to him his 

inteltion rather to blow up his fnip and pcrifh glorioufly, 

tharyicld to the enemy. Olfory applauded this defperate 

refoution. 
}BOUT two o'clock, the Dutch had come up with 

thei· enemy, and were ready to renew the fight; when a 

nevdleet was defcried from the fouth, crowding all their 

fail to reach the fccnc of action. 'rhe Dutch flattered 

thenfclves that Beaufort was arrived, to cut off the retreat 

of t1e vanquifhed: The Englifh hoped, that prince Ru-
pcrl had come, to turn the fcale of action. Albemarle, 
• who 
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C H A P. who had received intelligence of the prince's approach, 
~bent his courfe towards him. Unhappily, Sir George 
"'" 1666. Ayfcue, in a fhip of a hundred guns, the largeft in the 

fleet, ftruck on the Galloper fands, and could receive no 

affifrance from his friends, who were haftening to join 
the reinforcement. He could not even reap the confola­

tion of perifuing with honour, and revenging his death 

on his enemies. They were preparing firefuips to attack 

him, and he was obliged to ftrike. The Englilh failors, 

feeing the neceffity, with the utmoft indignation furren· 

dered themfelves prifoners. 

ALBEMARLE and prince Rupert were now determined 

to face the enemy; and next morning the battle began 

afrefu, with more equal force than ever, and with equal 

valour. Af~er long cannonading, the Reets came to '\ 

~lofe combat; which was continued with great violence, 
. tiil parted by ~ mift. 'The Englifh retired firft into their 

harbours. 

THOUGH the Englilh, by their obftinate courage, 

reaped the chief honour in this engagement, it is Come­

what uncertain, who obtained the v iB:ory. The Hol­
landers took a few lhips; and having fome appearances of 

advantage, expreHed their fatisfaetion by all the figns o{ 

triumph and rejoicing. . But as the Englifh fleet was re­
paired in a little time, and put to fea more formidable 
than ever, together with many of thofe iliips, which the 
Dutch had boafred to have burned or deftroyed; all Eu­

rope faw, that thofe two brave nations were engaged in. 
a contefr, which was not likely, on either fide, to prove 

decifive. 

IT was the conj unCl:ion alone of the French, that could 

give a decifive fuperiority to the Dutch. In order to fa­
cilitate this conjunCl:ion, de Ruyter, having repaired his 
fleet, pofied himfelf at the mouth of the Thames. The 

Englilh, under prince Rupert ~nd Albema~le, w~re not 
long 



CHARLES IT. 

long in coming to the attack. The numbers of each £leet c H A P: 

amounted to about eighty fail ; and the valour and ex-~ 
perience of the commanuers, as well as of the feamen, 1666. 

d d h fi d b
n.· s· 2-5th July. 

ren ere t e engagement erce an o n:mate. 1r Tho- Viaory of 

mas Alien, who commanded the white fquadron of the theEngliih• 

Englifh, attacked the Dutch van, which he entirely 

routed; and he killed the three admir~ls who commanded 

it. Van 1'romp engaged Sir J eremy Smith; and during 

the heat of aCl:ion, he was feparated from de Ruyter and: 
the main body, whether by accident or defign was never 
certainly known. De Ruyter, with conduCt and valour, 
maintained the combat againfi the main body of the Eng-
lilh ; and though overpowered by numbers, kept his 
fration, till night ended the engagement. Next day, 
finding the Dutch fleet fcattered and difcouraged, his 

high fpirit fubmitted to a retreat, which yet he conduCl:ed 
with fuch !kill, as to render it equally honourable to him-

felf as the greatefl: viCl:ory. Full of indignation however 

at yielding the fuperiority to t~e enemy, he frequently 

exclaimed, " My God ! what a wretch am I? among fo 
" many thoufand bullets, is there not one to put an end 
" to my miferable life?" One de Witte, his fan-in-
law, who fl:ood near, exhorted him, fince he fought 
death, to turn upon the Englilh, and render his life a 
dear purchafe to the viCl:ors. But de Ruyter efieemed it 
more worthy a brave man to perfevere to the uttermoft, 

and, as long as poffible, to render fervice to his country. 

All that night and next day, the Engli!h preffed upon the 
rear of the Dutch; and it was chiefly by the redoubled 

efforts of de Ruyter, 'that the latter faved themfelves in 

their harbours. 
THE lofs, ·fu{bined by the Hollanders in this action, 

was not very confiderable; but as violent animofities had 
broken out between the two admirals, who engaged all 
the officers on one fide or other, the confiernation, which 

took 
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c H A P. took place, was great among the provinces. Tramp's 
LXIV ~ 
~ commiffion was at ]aft taken from him; but though feveral 

1666. captains had mifbehaved, they were fo effectually pro­

tected by their friends in the magifiracy of the towns, 

that mofi of them efcaped punifhment, many were frill 

continued in their commands. 

THE Englifh now rode incontefiible mafiers of the fea, 

and infulted ~he Dutch in their harbours. A detachment 
· under Holmes was fent into the road of Vlie, and burned 
a hundred and forty merchantmen, two men of war, toge· 

ther with Brandaris, a large and rich village on the coafr. 
The Dutch merchants, who loft by this enterprize, unit­

ing themfelves to the Orange fatl:ion, exclaimed again:ft 

an adminifiration, which, they pretended, had brought 
fuch difgrace and ruin on their country. None but the 
firm and intrepid mind of de \Nit could have fupported 

itfelf under fuch a complication of calamities. 

THE king of France, apprehenfive that the Dutch 
would fink under their misfortunes ; at leaft, that de 

Wit, his friend, might be difpoffeffed of the adminifl:ra­

tion, hafiened the advance of the duke of Beaufort. The 

Dutch fleet likewife was again equipped; and under the 

command of de Ruyter, cruifed near the fl:raits of Dover. 

Prince Rupert with the Englifh navy, now ftronger than 

ever, came full fail upon them. The Dutch admiral 

thought proper to decline the combat, and retired into 

St. John's road near Bulloigne. Here he fheltered him­

felf, both from the Englilh, and from a furious fiorm, 

which arofe. Prince Rupert too was obliged to retire into 

St. Helens; where he frayed fome time, in order to re­
pair the damages, which he had fuftained. ~1ean while 

the duke of Beaufort proceeded up the channel, and 
paired the Engli{h fleet unperceived; but he did not find 
the Dutch, as he expeCl:ed. De Ruyter had been feized 

with ~ fever : Many of the eh ief officers had fallen into 
ficknefs; 
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fickncfs: A contagious dificmper was fpread through the C H A P. 
LXIV. 

fleet: And the States thought it ncceffary to recall them "---v---J 

into their harbours, before the enemy fhould be refitted. t6~. 

The French king, anxious for his navy, which, with fo 

much care and indufiry, he had lately built, difpatched 

orders to Beaufort, to make the beft of his way to Breft. 

That admiral had again the good fortune to pafs the 

Englifh. One fhip alone, the Ruby, fell into the hands 

. of the enemy. 

WHILE the war continued without any decifive fuccefs 3d Sept. 
. h r. d 1 . h d . L Fire of on e1t er 11 e, a ea am1ty appene m ODdon, \vhich L!Jnaon. 

threw the P.eople into great confiernation. Fire, break-

ing out in a baker's houfe ne~r the bridge, fpread itfelf 

on all fides with fuch rapidity, that no efforts could 

extinguifh it, till it laid in allies a confiderable part of 

the city. The inhabitants, without being able to pro-
vide effectually for their relief, were reduced to be fpec-
tators of their own ruin; and were purfued from ftreet 

to fireet by the flames, which unexpeCl:edly gathered 

round them. Three days and nights did the fire advance ; 

and it was· only by the blowing up of houfcs, that it wa~ 

at laft extinguithed. The king and duke ufed their 
utmoft endeavours to fiop the progrefs of the flame~; 
but all their indufiry was unfuccefsful. About four 

hundred fheets, and thirteen thoufand houfes were re-

duced to allies. 

THE caufes of this calamity were evident. The· 
narrow fireets of London, the houfes b'uilt entirely of 

wood, the dry feafon, and a viole~t eaft wind which 
blew; thefe were fo many concurring circumfiances, 

which rendered it eafy to affign the reafon of the ddhuc­

tion that enfued. But the people were not [;~ti s fi~d with 

this obvious account. Prompted by blind rage, fome 

afcribed the guilt to the republicans, others to the catho-
lics; 
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c H A P. lies; though it is not eafy to conceive how the burning 

~~of London could ferve the purpofes of either party. A5 
,6~6. the papifis were the chief objeets of public detefiation; 

the rumour, which threw the guilt on them, was more 
favourably received by the people. No proof however; 
or even prefumption, after the frrictefi enquiry by a com­
mittee of parliament, ever appeared to authorize fuch a 
calumny; yet in order to give countenance to the popular 

prej uJice, the infcription, engraved by authority on the 

monument, afcribed this calamity to that hated feet. 

This claufe was erazed by order of king James, when he 
came to the throne; but after the revolution it was re­

placed. So credulous, as well as obfiinate, are the 
people, in believing every thing, which flatters their 

prevailing paffion! 

THE fire of London, though at that time a great 

calamity, has proved in the iffue beneficial both to the 

city and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in a very 

ittle time; and care was taken to make the frreets wider 
and more regular than before. A difcretionary power 

was affumed by the king to regulate the diihibution of 

the buildings, and to forbid the ufe of lath and timber, 
the materials, of which the houfes were formerly com­

pofed. The ncccffity was fo urgent, and the occafion fo 
extraordir}ary, that no exceptions were taken at an exercife 

t 
of authority, which o~herwife might have been deemed 
il!Pgal. Had the king been enabled to carry his power 

fl:ill farther, and made the houfes be rebuilt with perfetl: 

regularity, and entirely upon one plan; he had much 

contributed to the convenience, as well as embellilhment 

of the city. Great advantages~ however, have refulted 
from the alterations; though not carried to the full 

length. London became much more healthy after the 
fire. The plague, which ufed to break out with great 

fury 
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fury twice or thrice every century, and indeed was alway~ C H A P. 

I k
. · r h f . LXIV. 

ur mg m 1ome corner or ot er o the ctty, has fcarcely ~ 

ever appeared fince that calamity. 1666. 

THE parliament met foon after, and gave the fanaion 

of law to thofe regulations made by royal authority; as 

well as appointed commiffioncrs for deciding all fuch 

quefiions of property, as might arife from the fire. They 
likewife voted a fupply of 1 ,8oo,ooo pounds to be levied~ 
partly by a poll-bill, partly by affeffments. Though 

their enquiry brought out no proofs, which could fix on 

the papifi:s the burning of London~ th€ general averfion 
again!l: that feet frill prevailed; and complaints were 
made, probably without much foundation, of its danger• 
ous encreafe. Charles, at the defire of the commons, 
iffued a proclamation for the baniihment of all priefis and 

jefuits; but the bad execution of this, as well as of 
former ediCts, defiroyed all confidence· in his fincerity, 

whenever he pretended an averfion towards the catholiC­

religion. Whether fufpicions of this nature had dimi­

niihed the king's popularity, is uncertain; but it appears, 
that the fupply was voted much later than Charles ex­
peCl:ed, or even than the public neceffities feemed to re­
quire. The intrigues of the duke of Buckingham, a 

man who wanted only fieadinefs to render him extremely 

dangerous, had fomewhat embarraffed the meafures of 

the court: And this was the firft time that the king found 

any confiderable reafon to complain of a failure of confi­

dence in this houfe of commons. The rifing fymptoms 
of ill humour tended, no doubt, to quicken the fteps, 

which were already making towards a peace with foreign 

enemies. 
CHARLES began to be fenfible, that all the ends, for Advances 

which the war had been undertaken, were likely to prove toward• 
peace. 

entirely abortive. The Dutch, even when fingle, had 

~efended themfelves with vigor, and were every day 

Y Qlu. VII. E e improvin' 
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c H A P. improving in their military !kill and preparatioH~. Though 

~~their trade had fuffered extremely, their exten!ive credit 
1667. enabled them to levy great fums; and while the ieamen 

of England loudly complained of want of pay, the Dutch 

1-1avy was regularly fupp!ied with money and every thing 

requiiite for its fubfifrence. As two powerful kings novv 

fMpported them, every place, from the extremity of Nor­

vvay to the coafi:s of Bayonne,. was become hofrile to the 

· -. Engiifh. And Charles, neither fond of action, nor fii­
mulated by any violent ambition, earnefi:Iy fought for 
means of refi:oring tranquillity to his people, difgufi:ed 
with a war, which, being joined with the plague and 

fire, had proved fo fruitlefs and deftruB:ivc. 

THE firfi: advances towards an accommodati-on were 

made by England. \Vhen the king fcnt for the body of 

Sir \Villiam Berkeley, he infinuated to the States his 

<lefire of peace on reafonable terms; and their anfwer 

correfponded in the fame amicable intentions. Charles, 

however,. to maintain the appearance of fuperiority, frill 
infifi:ed, that the States fhould .treat at London; and 
they agyeed to make him this compliment fo far as con­

cerned themfelvcs: But being engaged in alliance with 

two crowned heads, they could not, they faid, prevail 

with thefe to depart in that refpcct from their dignity. 
On a fudden, the king went fo far on the other fxle as to 

offer the fending of ambaifadors to the Hague; but this 

propofal, which feemed honourable to the Dutch, was 

meant o.nly to divide and difirJct them, by affording the 

Englilli an opportunity to carry on cabals with the dif­

•ffeClcd party. The offer was therefore rejected; and 

conferences were fecretly held in the queen-mother's 

:..partments at Paris, where the pretenfions of both parties 

were difcuffed. The Dutch made equitable propofals'; 

·ther that all things lhould be reftored to the fame con-

1ition in which they ftood before the war; or that both 
part 

• 
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parties !hould continue in po!feffion of their prefent ac- c n A P. 
LXIV. 

q uifitions. Charles accepted of the latter propofal ; and ~ 

almofr every thing was adjufied, except the difputes with 1667. 

regard to the ifie of Polcrone. This ifland lies in the 

Eafl: lndies, and was formerly valuable for its produce of 

rl"pices. The Engliili had been mafi:ers of it; but were 
~ifpoifeffed at the time when the violences were com-
mitted againfl: them at Amboyna. Cromwel had ftipu-
lated to have it reftored; and the Hollanders, having 
firft entirely defl:royed all the fpice trees, maintained, 

that they had executed the treaty, but that the Englilh 
had been anew expelled during the courfe of the war. 

harles renewed his pretenfions to this ifland ; and as the 
reafons on both fides began to multiply, and feemed to re­
quire a long difcuffion, it was agreed to transfer the treaty 

o fome other place; and Charles made choice of Bred a. 

LoRD HoLLIS and Henry Coventry were the Englifh 

ambatfadors. They immediately defired, that a fufpenfion ' 

pf ar.ms fhould be agreed to, till the feveral claims could 

be adj ufied : But this propofal, feemingly fo natural, 

was rejeCted by the credit of de Wit. That penetrating 

and aCtive minifter, thoroughly acquainted with the 

charaCters of princes and the fituation of affairs, had 

difcovered an opportunity of firiking a blow, which 
might at once refiore to the Dutch the honour lofi during 

tlie wat-, and feverely revenge thofe injuries, which he 

arcribed to the wanton ambition and injufrice of the 

Englilh. 
\VHATEVER projeS:s might have been formed by 

Charles for fecreting the money granted him by parlia­

ment, he bad hitherto failed in his intention. T¥ 
expences of fuch vaft armaments had exhaufied all the 

fupplies 0 ; and even a great debt was contracted to the 
feamen. 

• The Dutch had fpent on the war near 40 mlllions of livres a yeaf, abo'IC 

three millions fterlin~; A much greater ft.lm than hao been. gtanted by the 
~ C I ~Pili~ 
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c H A P: feamen. The king therefore was refolved to fave, as far 
LXIv. '---.r--- as poffible, the I at! fupply of I ,8oo,ooo pounds; and 
1661, to employ it for payment of his debts, as well thofe 

which had been occafiqned by the war, as thofe which 

he had formerly contraaed. He obferved, that the 
Dutch had been with great reluaance forced into the 
war, and that the events of it were not fuch as to in· 

fpire them with great defire of its continuance, The 
French, he knew, had been engaged into hoftilities by 
no other motive than that of fupporting their ally; and 

. were now more defirous than ever of putting an end to 

the quarrel. The differences between the parties were 

fo inconfiderable, that the conclufion of peace appeared 

infallible; and nothing but forms, at leaft fome vain 

points of honour, feemed to remain for the ambaffadors 

at Breda to difcufs. In this fituation, Charles, movec:t 
by an ill-timed frugality, remitted his preparations, 

and expofed England to one of the greateft affronts, 

which it has ever received. Two fmall fquadrons 

alone were equipped; and durimg a war with fuch po­
tent and martial enemies, every thing was left a1moa 

in the fame fituation as in times of the moft profound 

tranquillity. 

DE WIT protraaed the negotiations at Breda, and 

hafiened the naval preparations. The Dutch fleet ap­

peared in the Thames under the command of de Ruyter, 

and threw the Englifh into the utmofi confiernation. A 

chain had been. drawn acrofs the river Medway; fome 
fortifications had been added to Sheernefs and U pnore 
cafile: But all thefe preparations were unequal to the 
prefent neceffity. Sheen1efs was foon taken; nor could 
it be faved by the valour of Sir Edward Sprague, who 

tnglilh parliament. D'Efir2des, 24th of December, 1665; 1ft of January, 

1666. TemFlt, vol. i. p. 71. It was probably the want of money wbich 

C'ngaged the kiRg to pay the feamen with .. tickets; a contrivance which 
rovw fo much to their lof!. 

defende4 
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defended it. Having the advantage of a fpring tide, and c H A P. 

an eafl:erly wind, the Dutch preffed on, and broke the~ 
chain, though fortified by fome fhips, which had been 1667. 

Joth June. 
there funk by orders of the duke of Albcmarle. They D 1fgrace at 

burned the three lhips, which lay to guard the chain, Chatham. 

the Matthias, the Unity, and the Charles the Fifth. 

After damaging feveral veffels, and poffeffing themfelves 

of the hull of the Royal Charles, which the Englilh had 

burned, they advanced with fix men of war, and five fire-

lhips, as far as U pnore cafl:le, where they burned the 

Royal Oak, the Loyal London, and the Great J ames. 

Captain Douglas, who commanded on board the Royal 

Oak, perifhed in the flames, though he had an eafy op­

portunity of efcaping. " Never was it known," he faid, 

" that a Douglas had left his pofi without orders P ." 

The Hollanders fell down the Medway without receiving 

any confiderable damage; and it was apprehended, that 

they might next tide fail up the Thames, and extend 

their hofl:ilities even to the bridge of London. Nine £hips 

were funk at W oolwich, four at Black.,wall: Platforms 

were raifed in many places, furnilhed with artillery: The 
train bands were called out; and every place was in a 

vi9lent agitation. The Dutch failed next to, Portfmouth, 
where they made a fruitlefs attempt: They met with no 

better fuccefs at Plymouth: They irrfulted Harwich: 

rrhey failed again up the Thames as far as Tilbury, 

yvhere they were repulfed. The whole coafl: was in 

alarm; and had the French thought proper at this time 
.to join the Dutch fleet, and to invade England, confe-

quences the mofl: fatal mightjufl:ly have been apprehended. 

But Lewis had no intention to pufh the viClory to fuch 
extremities. His interefl: required, that a balance fhould 
be kept between the two maritime powers; not that an 

uncontrouled fuperiority lhould be giyen to either. 

P Temple, vol. ii. p. 41. 

Ee3 GRli~T 
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c H A P. GREAT indignation prevailed anongfi the Engli!h, to • 
LXIV. h i d · r · h \J-.--v---lfee an enemy, whom t e_y regar•e as Inienor, w om 

:J667. they had expected totally to fubdte, and over whom they 

had gained many honourable advantages, now of a fud• 

den ride undifputed mafters of the ocean, burn their fhips 

in their very harbours, fill every place with confufion, 

and fuike a terror into the capital itfelf. But though the 

caufe of all thefe difafiers could b( afcribed neither to bad 

fortune, to the mifconduct of aimirals, nor to the ill· 
behaviour of feamen, but folely t~ the avarice, at leafi to 

the improvidence, of the gove·nment; no dangerous 

fymptoms of difcontent appcaredl and no attempt for an 

infurretl.ion \Vas made by any of nofe numerous feB:aries, 

who had been fo openly branded ·or their rebellious prin- . 

ciples, and who upon that fupp)fition had been trcateq 

with fuch fcverity q. 

,oth July. 
Pea~e of 
l3r~04lo 

IN the prefent difirefs, two ex1edients were embraced~ 

An army of I 2,oco men was faddenly levied; and the 

parliament, though it lay under prorogation, was fum­

moned to meet. The houfes V~ttre very thin; and the 

only vote, which the coi"?mons paffed, was an addrefs 

for breaking the ~rmy; which wa; complied with. 'I'his 

expre11ion of jea1oufy fuewed the court what they might 
expect from that affembly; and i: was t\lought more prt.4-

<lent to prorogue them till next ~inter. 

BuT the figning of the treaty at Breda extricated the 

king from his prefent difficulties. The Englilh amba[a­

dors received orders to recede fron thofe demands, which, 

however frivolous in themfelves, could not now be relin ... 

quilhed, without acknowledgirg a fupcriori!Y in the 

enemy. Polerone r~mained with the Dutch; fatisfaClion 

q Some nor.conformifis however, both in Scotland and England, bad kept 

~ correfpondence with the S•ates, and hau 1ntertained projeCts for infurrec .. 

tions, but they were too weak ev~n to att~npt the ex.et"ution of them, D'E,. 

~f'\d~~ 13th OClQber, 16~5. 
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for the ihips, Bonaverture and Goodhope, the pretended C H A P. 
I I LXIV. 

grounds of the quarre, was no longer mfificd on; Aca-~ 

die was yielded to the t4'rench. The acq uifition of New- t667. 

York, a fettlement fo important by its fituation, was the · 

chief advantage vvhicl the Engli!h reaped from a war, in 
which the national c1araB:er of bravery had lhone out 

with luftre, but . where the mifconduB: of the government, 

efpecial!y in the condufion~ had lteen no lcfs apparent. 

To appeafe the pecple by fome facrifice fecmcd requi- Clartndon•1 

!ite before the mectin~ of parliament; and the prejudices fan. 

of the nation pointec out the viB:im. The chcncellor 

was at this time mud expofed to the h:Hred of the pub-

lic, and of every par ty, which divided the nation. All 

the numerous fe&ari:s regarded him as their determincJ 

.:enemy; and afcribed to his advice and influence., thofe 

perft::cuting laws, to IV'hich they haJ Jately been expofed. 

The catholics knew, 1hat while he retained any authority, 

4111 their credit with 1he king and the duke would be en-

tirely ufelefs to then, nor mufr they ever expeCt any 

favour or indulgence Even the roy*!Jifis, -difaprointed 

in their fanguine hopes of preferment., threw a great load 

of envy on Clarendo1, into' whofe hands the !:-.ing feemed 

at fir ft to have refigred the whole power of government. 

The fa1e of Dun··irt, the bad payment of d1e feamen, 

the difgracc at Ch<~.:hlm., the unfuccefsful conclufion of 

the war; a 1 thefe mEfortunes were charged on the ch~n-

-cellor who, thougn he had ever oppofed the rupture 

with Holland., thought it fr1ll his duty to jufiify what he. 

could not prevent. A building, likewife, of more ex- · 

pence anJ m.agnificmce than his fiender fortune could 

afford, being unwariy undertaken by him, much expofcd 

him to public reproach, as if he had acquired great riches 

by corruption. Tht populace gave it commonly the ap­

pellation of Dunkid Houfe. 

E e 4 J'Ha 
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c H A P. THE king himfelf, who had always more revered than 

- ~loved the chancellor, was now totally efhanged from him. 

' 1667. Amidfl: the diffolute manners of the court, that minifrcr 

ftill maintained an inflexible dignity, and would not fub­

mit to any condefcenfions, which he deemed unworthy of 
his age and character. Buckingham, a man of profligate 
morals, happy in his talent for ridicule, but expofcd in 

his own conduCl to all the ridicule, which he threw on 

others, frill made him the objeCt of his raillery, and gra­

dually leffened in the king that regard, which he bore to 
his minifrer. When any difficulties arofe, either for 

want of power or money, the blame was frill thrown on 

him, who, it was believed, had carefully at the refrora­

tion checked all laviili conceffions to the king. And 

what perhaps touched Charles more nearly, he found in 
Clarendon, it is faid, obftacles to his pleafures as well as 

to his ambition. 

THE king, difgufied with the homely perfon of his 
confort, and defirous of having children, had hearkened 

to propofals of obtaining a divorce, on pretence either of 

her being pre-engaged to another, or of having made a 

vow of .chafiity before her marriage. He was farther fl:i. 
rnulated by his paffion for Mrs. Stuart, daughter of a 

Scotch gentleman; a lady of great beauty, and whofe 

virtue he had hitherto found impregnable: But Claren­

don, apprehenfive of the confequences attending a dif. 
puted title, and perhaps anxious for the fucceffion of his 

own grandchildren, engaged the duke of Richmond to 

marry l\1rs. Stuart, and thereby put an end to the king's 

hopes. It is pretended, that Charles never forgave this 
difappointment. 

WHEN politics, therefore, and inclination both con­
curred to make the king facrifice Clarendon to popular 

- prejudices, the memory or his pafl: fcrvices was not able 

any 
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any longer to delay his fall. The great feal was taken c H A P. 

from him, and given to Sir Orlando Bridgeman, by the~ 
title of Lord Keeper. Southampton the treafurer was 16t.7. 

now dead, who had perfevered to the utmoft in his attach-
ments to the chancellor. The lafi time he appeared at 

the council table, he exerted his friendfhip with a vigour, 

which neither age nor infirmities could abate. " This 
" man," faid he, fpeaking of Clarendon, " is a true 
" protefiant, and an honefi Englifhman; and while he 

" enjoys power, we are fecure of our laws, liberties, and 
" religion. I dread the confequences of his removal." 

BuT the fall of the chancellor was not fufficient to 
gratify the malice of his enemies: His total r11in was rc­
folved on. The duke of York in vain exerted his interefi: 

in behalf of his father-in-law. Both prince and people 
united in promoting that violent meafure ; and no means 
were thought fo proper for ingratiating the court with a 
parliament, which had fo long been governed by that very 

minifier, who was now to be the victim of their preju-

dices. 

SoME popular ach paved the way for the feffion; and 
the parliament, in their firfi addrefs, gave the king thanks 
for thefe inftances of his goodnefs, and among the reft, . 

they took care to mention his difmiffion of Clarendon. 
The king, in reply, affured the houfes, that he would 
never again employ that nobleman in any public office 

whatfoever. Immediately, the charge againfi him was 
opened in the houfe of commons by Mr. Seymour, after­
wards Sir Edward, and confifl:ed of feventeen articles. 

The houfe, without examining particulars, farther than 

hearing general affirmations, that all would be proved, 

immediately voted his impeachment. Many of the arti­
cles r we know to be either falfe or frivolous; and fuch of 

them, as we are lefs acquainted with, we may fairly pre-

r See note [MJ at the end of the volume. 
fumo 
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c H A P. fume to be no better grounded. His advifing the fale of 

, LX~ Dunkirk, feems the heavieft and truefc part of the charge; 

1667. but a miftake in judgment, allowing it to be fuch, where 

there appears no fymptoms of corruption or bad inten­

tions, it would be very hard to impute as a crime to any 

minifter. The king's neccffitics, which occafioned th:-tt 

rneafure, cannot wi h any appearance of reafon be charged 

on Clarendon; and chiefly proceeded from the over-frugal 

maxims of the parliament itfelf, in not granting the pro­

per fupplies to the crown. 

WHEN the impeachment was carried up to the peers, 

as it contained an accufation of treafon in general, with­

out fpecifying any particulars, it feemed not a fufficicnt 

ground for eommitting Clarendon to cufiody. The pre .. 

cedents of Strafford and Laud were not, by reafon of the 
violence of the times, deemed a proper authority; but as 

the commons frill infifted upon his commitment, it was 

neceifary to appoint a free conference between the houfes. 
The lords perfevered in their refolution ; and the com­

mons voted this conduct to be an obftrutl:ion to public 

jufiice, and a prece.dent of evil and dangerous tendency. 

They a]fo chafe a committee to draw up a vindication of 

their own proceedings. 

CLARENDON, finding that the popular torrent, united 

to the violence of power, ran with impetuofity againft 

him, and that a defence, offered to fuch prejudiced ears, 

would be entirely ineffectual, thought proper to· with­

qraw. At Calais, he wrote a paper addrdfed to the houfe 

of lords. He there faid, that his fortune, which was but 

moderate, had been gained entirely by the lawful, avowed 

profits of his office, and by the voluntary bounty of the 

.king; that during the firft years after the refioration be 
had always concurred in opinion with the other counfel-

. Jors, men of fuch reputation that no one could entertain 

fufpicions of their wifdom or integrity; that his credit 

fooA 
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foon declined, and however he might difapprove of fome c H A P. 
r h f d . . r. h h h" . LXIV. mea1ures, e oun It vam to oppo1e t em; t at 1s re-~ 

pugnance to the Dutch war, the fource of all the public 1667. 

grievances, was always generally known, as well as hi~ 

difapp!obation of many unhappy fieps taken in conduct-

ing it; and that whatever pretence might be made of 

public offence~, his real er· ne, that which had exafpe-

rated his powerful enemies, was his frequent oppofition t<> 

exorbitant grants, which the importunity of fuitors had 

extorted from his majcfiy. 
THE lords tranfmittcd this paper to the commons under 

the appellation of a libel; and by a vote of both houfes, 
it was conde~ned to be burned by the hands of the hang­

man. The parliament next proceeded to e:ll::ert their legif-
]ative power againfi: Clarendon, and paifed a bill of ba-Clarendon•• 
ni!hment and incapacity, which received the royal aifent. bani1hmellt. 

He retired into France, where he lived in a private man-

ner. He furvived his banilhment fix years ; and he em-

ployed his leifure chiefly in reducing into order the Hifiory 

of the Civil Wars, for which he had before colleB:ed ma-

terials. The performance does honour to ·his memory • 
and except Whitlocke's Memorials, is the mofr candid 
account of thofe times, compofed by any cotemporary 

author. 
GLAR EN DON was always a friend to the liberty and 

confiitution of his country. At the commencement of 

the civil wars, he had entered into the late king's fervice. 

and was honoured with a great thare in the eHeem and 

friend!hip of that monarch : He was purfued with unre­

lenting animofity by the Long Parliament: He had ~ared 
all the fortunes and direB:ed all the counfels of the pre- . 

fent king during his exile: He had been advanced to the 

highcfr trufi and offices after the reftoration: Yet all thefe 

circumfrances, which might naturally operate with fuch 

force, either on refcntment, gratitude, or ambitiop, had 
n~ 
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c H A P. no influence on his uncorrupted mind. It is faid, that 

~when be firft engaged in the ftudy of the law, his father 

:1.667. exhorted him with great earneftnefs to lhun the pra8ice 

too common in that profeffion, of firaining every point in 
favour of prerogative, and perverting fo ufeful a fcience 
to the oppreffion of liberty: And in the midft of thefe ra­
tional and virtuous counfels, which he re-iterated, he was 
fuddenly feized with an apoplexy, and expired in his fon's 
prefence. This circumfiance gave additional weight to 

the principles, which he inculcated. 

1668, 

State of 
France, 

THE combination of king and fubjett to opprefs fo 

good a minifter afFords, to men of oppofite difpofitions, 
an equal occafion of inveighing againft the ingratitude of 

princes, or ignorance of the people. Charles feems never 
to have mitigated his refentment againft Clarendon; and 
the national prejudices purfued him to his retreat in 

France. A company of Englilh foldiers, being quarter­

ed near him, afraulted his houfe, broke open the doors, 
~ave him a dangerous wound on the head, and would 

have proceeded to the laft extremities, had not their offi­
cers, hearing of the violence, happily interpofed. 

THE next expedient, which the king embraced, in 
order to acquire popularity, is more deferving of praife; 
and, had it been fieadily purfued, would probably have 

rendered his reign hap'py, certainly his memory refpeB:ed. 

It is the Triple Alliance of which I fpeak; a meafure, 

which gave entire fatisfaction to the public. 

THE glory of France, which had long been eclipfed, 

either by domefiic fa8ions, or by the fuperior force of 

the Spanifh monarchy, began now to break out with 
great luftre, and to engage the attention of the neighbour­

ing nations. The independentpower and mutinous fpirit 

of the nobility were fubdued : The popular pretenfious of 

the parliament reft.rained: The Hugonot party reduced to 
fubjcetion : 
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fubjecHon: That extenfive and fertile country, enjoyingC H, A P. 

every advantage both of climate and fituation, was fully, Lx:v· , 
peopled with ingenious and indufi:rious inhabitants: And 166S. 

while the fpirit of the nation difcovered all t e vigour 

and bravery requifite for great enterprizes, it· was tamed 

to an entire fubmiffion under the will of the fovereign. 

THE fovereign, who now filled the throne, was wen Charall:er of 

adapted, by his perfonal character, both to encreafe and LewiiXIV. 

to avail himfelf of thefe advantages. Lewis XIV. en-
dowed with every quality, which could enchant the peo-
ple, poffeffed many which merit the approbation of the 

wife. The mafculine beauty of his perfon was embel-

lilhed with a noble air: The dignity of his behaviour 

was tempered with affability and politenefs: Elegant 

without effeminacy, addiCl:ed to pleafure without negletl:-

ing bufinefs, decent in his very vices, and beloved in the 
miclfr of arbitrary power; he furpaffed all cotemporary 

monarchs, as in grandeur, fo likewife in fame and glory. 

Hrs ambition, regulated by prudence, not by jufl:ice, 

had carefully provided every means of conquefi:; and be­
fore he put himfelf in motion, he feemed to have abfo­

lutely enfured fuccefs. His finances were brought into 

order : A naval power created : His armies encreafed and 

difciplined: Magazines and military ftores provided: 

And though the magnificence of his court was fupported 

beyond all former example, fo regular was the reconomy 

obferved, and fo willingly did the people, now en;ichcd 

by arts and commerce, fubmit to multiplied taxes, that 

his military force much exceeded what in any precedin~ 

age had ever been employed by any European monarch. 
THE fudden decline and almoft total fall of the 'Spanifu 

monarchy, opened an inviting field to fo enterprifing a 

prince, and feemed to promife him eafy and extenfive 

conquefts. The other natiorts of Europe, feeble or i.Il­

&overned, were aft9nithed 41t the greatnef5 of his rifing 
empire; 
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• ~ H A P. empire; and all of them caft their eyes towards Eng1anc!, 

~as the only power, which -could fave them from that 

~66&, fu bjeetion, with ~hich they feemed to be fo nearly threat-

ened. 
THE animofity, which had anciently fubfifl:ed between 

the Englilh and French nations, and which had been 
fufpended for above a centJlry by the jealoufy of Spa­
nilh greatnefs, began to revive and to exert itfelf. The 

glory of preferving the balance of Europe, a glory fo 
much founded on jufiice and humanity, RattereJ the am• 

bition of England; and the people were eager to provide 

for their own future fecurity, by oppofing the progrefs of 

fo hated a rival. The profpecr of embracing fuch mea­

fures had contributed, among other reafons, to render the 
peace of BrcJa fo univerfall y acceptable to the nation. 

By the death of Philip IV. king of Spain, an inviting 

opportunity, and fome very flender pretences, had been 

afforded to call forth the ambition of Lewis •. 

AT the treaty of the Pyrenees, when Lewis efpoufed 
the Spanilh princefs, he had renounced every title of fuc­

ceffion to every part of the Spanifh monarchy; and this 

renunciation had been couched in the mofi accurate and 

moft precife terms, th:1t language could afford. !But 

on the death of his father-in-law, he retraCl:ed his renun­

ciation, and pretended, that natural rights, depending on 
blood and fucccffion, could not be a11nihilated by any 

extorted deed or contratt. .PhiE~ had left a fon, Charles 
II. of Spain; but as the queen of France was of a for­

mer marriage, fhe laid claim to a confiderable province of 
the Spanifh monarchy, even to the exclufion of her bro­
ther. By ·the cufioms of fame parts of Brabant, a femafe 

of a firft marriage was preferred to a male of a fecond, in 
, the f ucceffion to private inheritances ; and Lewis th ~ 

inferred, that his queen had acquired a right to the domi­

nion of that important dutchy. 
A CLAIM 
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A CLAIM of this nature was more properly fupported c H_ A P. 

b '1' f, h b d r . L . Lxrv. y m1 1tary orce t an y argument an reatonmg. ewiS ~ 
appeared on the frontiers of the Netherlands with an ar- 1:' z663_. 

.... ench In­
my of 40,000 men, commanded by the bcft generals of vafion of the 

the age, and provided with every thing llecdfary for ac- ~r~,Coun-: 
tion. The Spaniards, though they might have forefcen 
this meafure, were totally unprepared. Their towns, 
without magazines, fortifications, or garrifons, fell into 
the hands of the French king, as foon as he prefented 
himfelf before thc:m. Athe, Lifle, Tournay, Oudenarde, 
Courtray, Charleroi, Binche were immediately taken: 
And it was vifibie, that no force in the Low Countries 
was able to frop or rdard the progrefs of the French 
arms. 

THIS meafure, executed with fuch celerity and fuc­
cefs, gave great alarm to alrnoft every court in Europe. 
It had been obfcrved with what dignity, or even haugh­
tinefs, Lewis, from the time he began to govern, had 
ever fupported all his rights and pretenfions. D'Efrrades, 
the French atnbafiador, and \Vatteville, the Spanifu, 
having quarrelled in London, on account of their claims 
for precedency, the French monarch was not fatis:fied, 

. till Spain fent to Paris a folemn cmba!fy, and promifed 
never more to revive fuch contefis. Crequi, his ambaf~ 
fador at Rome, had met with an affront from the pope~s 
guards : The pope, Alexander VII. had been conftrained 
to break his guards, to fend his nephew to afk pardon, 
and to allow a pillar to be erected in Rome itfelf, as a 
monument of his own humiliation. The king of Eng­
land too had experienced the high fpirit and unfuomitting 
temper of Lewis. A pretenfion to fuperiority in the Eng­
lifh fla()' havino- been advanced, the French monarch re-o 1:' 

monfirated with fuch 1'igour, and prepared himfelf to 
refift with fuch courage, that ~harles found it more pru­
d<tnt to defift from his vain and antiquated claims. The 

kinD' 
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C H A P. king of England, faid Lewis to his amba!fador D'Efirades, 
LXIV. 

'---y---1 may know my force, but he knows not the fentiments of 

:~66&. my heart: Every thing appears to me contemptible in 
comparifon of glory$. 'T'hefc meafurcs of conduCl: had 

given {hong indications of his charaB:er: But the inva­
fion of Flanders difcovered an ambition, which, being 

fupported by fuch overgrown power, menaced the general 

liberties of Europe. 
As no fiate lay nearer the danger, none was feized with 

more terror than the United Provinces. They were frill 
engaged, together with France, in a war againfi Eng­
land ; and Lewis had promifed them, t,hat he would take 

no fiep againfi Spain without previoufly informing them: 

But, contrary to this a!furance, he kept a total filence, 
till on the very point of entering upon aCl:ion. If the re­
nunciation, made at the treaty of the Pyrenees, was not 
valid~ it was forefeen, that upon the death of the king 

of Spain, a fickly infant, the whole monarchy would be 
claimed by Lewis; after which it would be vainly ex­

peaed to fet bounds to his pretenfions. Charles, ac­

quainted with thefe well-grounded apprehenfions of the 
Dutch, had been the more obftinate in infifring on his 

own conditions at Breda; and by delaying to fign the 

treaty, had imprudently expofed himfelf to the fignal dif­

grace, which he received at Chatharn. De Wit, fen­

fible that a few weeks delay would be of no confequence 

in the Low Countries, took this opportunity of £hiking 
an important blow, and of finiihing the war with honour 

to himfelf and to his country. 
NEGOTIATIONS meanwhile commenced for the favi .. ng 

Negotia-
tiOJm. of Flanders; but no refiftance was made to the French 

arms. The Spani1h minifiers exclaimed every where 

againft the flagrant injufiice of Lewis's pretenfions, and 

x:eprefented it to be the intereft of every power in Europe. 

8 25th of January, 166z4 
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even more than of Spain itfelf, to prevent his conqueft o[C H A P. 

L C 
. LXIV. 

the ow ountnes. The emperor and the German ~.r-1 
priiJces difcovered evident fymptoms of <:lifcontent; but 1668 .. 

their motions were flow and backward. The States, tho' 

terrified at the profpeB: of having their frontier expofed to 
fo formidable a foe, faw no refource, no means of fafety. 

England indeed feemed difpofed to make oppofition to the 

French; but the variable and impolitic condutt of Charles 
kept that republic from making him any open advances, 
by which lhe might lofc the friendiliip of France, with-
out acquiring any new ally. And though Lcwis~ dread-
ing a combination of all Europe, had offered terms of 

accommodation, the Dutch apprehended, left thefe, ei-

ther from the obfi:inacy of the Spaniards, or the ambition 

of the French, fhould never be carried into execution. 

CHARLES refolved with great prudence to take the fir!l: 
ftep towards a confederacy. Sir William Temple, his 

refiJent at Bruffels, received orders to go fecretly to the 

Hague, and to concert with the States the means of fav­

ing the Netherlands. This man, whom philofophy had 
taught to defpife the world, without rendering him unfit 

for it, was frank, open, fincere, fuperior to the little tricks 
of vulgar politicians: And meeting in de vVit with a man 
of the fame generous and enlarged fentiments, he immedi­

ately opened his mafier's intentions, and preffcd a fpeedy 

conclufion. A treaty was from the fi1fi negotiated be­

tween thefe two .fi:atefmen with the fame cordiality, as 

if it were a private tranfattion between intimate com­
panions. Deeming the interefi:s of their country the fame, 

th~y gave full fcope to that fympathy of charatter, which 
difpofed them to an entire reliance on each other's profef­
fions and engagements. And though jealoufy againft the 
houfe of Orange might infpire de \V it with an averfion to 

a ftriet union with England, he generoufly refolved to 

facriflce all private confiderations to the public fervice. 

VoL. VII. F f " 1"'E1'>·lPLE 
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c H A . P. TEMPLE infi.fl:ed on an offenfive league between Eng-
LXIV. 11 d . .1 bl" F 1" "ll.. 4..---v-land and Ho an , tn oruer too 1ge ranee to re mqm1u 

Jt68. all her conq uefis: But de Wit told him, that this mea­

fure was too bold and precipitate to be agreed to by the 

States. He faid, that the French were the old and con­

ftant allies of the republic; and till matters came to ex­

tremities, £he never would deem it prudent to abandon a 
friend!hip fo well efiablifhed, ~nd rely entirely on a treaty 

with England, which had lately waged fo cruel a war 

againfi her: That ever fince the reign of Elizabeth, there 

had been fuch a flutl:uation in the Engliih councils, that 

it was not poffible, for two years together, to take any 

fure or certain meafures with that kingdom : That though 

the prefent minifiry, having entered into views fo con­

formable to national interefr, promifed greater firmnefs 

and conHancy, it might fl:ill be unfafe, in a bufinefs of 

fuch confequencc, to put entire confidence in them: 

That the French monarch W<!S young, haughty, and 

powerful; and if treated in fo imperious a manner, would 

c~pofe himfdf to the greateft extremities rather than fub­

mit: That it was fufficient, if he could be conftrained to 

adhere to the offers, which he himfelf had already made; 

and if the remaining provinces of the Low Countries could 

be thereby faved from the danger, with which they were 

at prefent t'ucatened : And that the other powers, in 
Germany and the north, whofe affifiance they might ex­

peer, would be fatisfied with putting a ftop to the French 

eonq uefrs, without pretending to recover the places al­
ready loft. 

'rHE Engli!h n1ioifter was content to accept of the 

terms, propofed by the penfionary. Lewis had offered 

to relinquifh all the queen's rights on condition either of 

keep"ng the conquefi:s, which he had made laft campaign, 

or of receiving, in lieu of them, Francheccmte, toge­

ther with Cambray, Aire, and St. Omers. De Wit and 
Temple 
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Temple founded their treaty upon this propof.-11. They c H A P. 

d tr h · d. · l d. LXIV. agree to oner t etr me 1at10n to t 1e con ten mg powers, '-v---1 

and oblige France to adhere to this alternative, and Spain 166S. 

to accept of it. If Spain refufed, they agreed, that 

France fhould not profccute her claim by arms, but leave 

.it entirely to England at1d Holland to employ force for 

making the terms effectual. And the remainder of the 

Low Countries they thenceforth guaranteed to Spain. A 
defenfive alliance was likewife concluded between Hol .. 
land and England. . 

THE articles of this confederacy were foon adjufred by 
fuch candid and able negotiators: But the greatefl: diffi­

culty frill remained. By the confritution of the republic, 

all the towns in all the provinces muft give their confent 
to every alliance; and befides that this formality could not 

be difpatched in lefs than two months, it wa~ jufl:ly to be 

dreaded, that the influence of France would obfiruet the 

paffing of the treaty in fome of the fmaller cities. D'E­

fi:rades, th{' French ambaffador, a man of abilities, hear­

ing of the league, which was on the carpet, treated it 

lightly; " Six weeks hence," faid he, " we £hall fpeak 

'' to it." To obviate this difficulty, de Wit had the 

courage, for the public good, to break through the laws 

in fo fundamental an article; and by his authority, he 

prevailed with the States General at once to fign and ra-

tify the league: Though they acknowledged, that, if 13th Jan: 

that meafure iliould difpleafe their confiituents, they 

rifqued their heads by this irregularity. After fealing, 

all parties embraced with great cordiality. Temple cried 

· out, At Breda, as friends: Here, as brotbtrs. And de 
Wit added, that now the matter was finifhcd, it looked 

like a miracle. 
RooM had been left in the treaty for the acceffion of Triple 

f b . d d h league. 
Sweden, which was foon a ter o tame ; an t us ~as 
concluded in five days the triple league; an event received 

F f 2 with 

• 
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c H A P. with equal furprife and approbation by the w~rld. Not­

~ withftanding the unfortunate conclufion of the la£1 war, 

1668. England now appeared in her proper fiation, and, by 

this wife conduB:, had recovered all her influence and 

credit in Europe. Temple likewife received great ap­

plau{e; but to a.ll the compliments made him on the 

occafion, he modefily replied, that to remove things from 

their cen ter, or proper element, required force and labour ; 

but that of themfelves they eafily returned to it. 

THE French monarch was extremely difp]eafed with 

this meafure. Not only bounds were at prefent fet to hi3 

ambition: Such a barrier was alfo raifed as feemed for 

ever impregnable. And though his own offer was made 

the foundation of the treaty, he had prefcribed fo fhort 

a time for the acceptance of it, that he frill expeB:ed, 

from the delays and reluB:ance of Spain, to find fome 

opportunity of eluding it. The court of Madrid lhowed 

equal difpleafurc. To relinquifu any part of the Spanifh 

provinces, in lieu of claims, fo apparently unjufi, and 

thefe urged with fuch violence and haughtinefs, infpired 

the highefi: .clifgufr. Often did the Spaniards threaten to 

abandon entirely the Low Countries rather than fubmit 

to fo cruel a mortification; and they endeavoured, by this 

menace, to terrify the mediating powers into more vigor­

ous meafures for their fupport. But Temple and de Wit 
were better acquainted with the vie\\'S and interefis of 
Spain. 'T'hey knew, that ilie mufi fl:ill retain the Low 

Countries, as a bond of connexion with the other Eu­

ropean powers, who alone, if her young monarch lhould 

happen to die without iffue, could enfure her indepen­

dency againft the prctenfions of France. They frill 
urged, therefore, the terms of the triple league, an~ 
threatened Spain with war in cafe of refufal. The pleni­

potentiaries of all the powers met at A ix-la-Chapelle. 

'remplc was minifier for England; Van Beuninghen f9r 
~olland; D'Ohna for Sweden. 

SPAIN 
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SPAIN at lafr, prefTed on all hands, accepted of the c H A P. 

1 
· Ir d . LX 1 V. 

a ternat1ve onere ; but m her very compliance, fhe gave ~ 

thong fymptoms of ill-humour and difcontent. It had 1668
• • 

been apparent, that the Hollanders, entirely neglecting 

the honour of the Spanilh monarchy, had been anxious 

only for their own fecurity ; and, provided they could 

remove Lewis to a diftance from their fronti er, were 

more indifferent what progrefs he made in other places. 

Senfible of thefe views, the queen-regent of Spain refolved 

frill to keep them in an anxiety, which might for the future 

be the foundation of an union more intimate than they 

were willing at prefent to enter into. Franchecomte, Treatyof 

by a vigorous and well concerted pbn of the French ~~:;~~le. 
king, had been conquered, in fifteen Jays, during a rigor-

ous fea!on, and in the midft of winter. She chofe there-

fore to recover this province, and to abandon all the 

towns conquered in Flanders during the bfi: campaign. 

By this means, Lewis extended his garrifons into the 

heart of the Low-countries; and a very feeble barrier 

remained to the Spanilh provinces. 

BuT notwithfranding the adnntages of his fituation, 

the French monarch could entertain fmall hop~s of ever 

extending his conquefi:s on that quarter, which lay tlle 

mofl: expofed to his ambition, and where his acquifitions 

were of mofr importance. The triple league guaranteed 

the remaining pro\£inces to Spain; and the emperor and 

~ther powers of Germany, whofe interefi fee:ncd to be 

intimately concerned, were invited to enter into the fame 

confederacy. Spain herfelf, having, about this time,; 

under the mediation of Cl1ar1c~, ma~c peace on eq u::-J 

terms with Portugal, might be expccrcd to exert mere 

vigour and oppofition to her haughty and triumphant rival. 

The great fatisfaetion, expreffed in England, on account 

of the counfels now embraced by the court, promifco the 

h~~arty concurrence of parliament in every meafure, which 
F f 3 could 
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c R A P. could be propofed foroppofition to the grandeur of France. 

~ And thus all Europe fcemed to repofe her:fclf with fecu-

J668. rity under the wings of that powerful confederacy, which 

had been fo happily formed for her proteCtion. It is now 

time to give fame account of the ftate of affairs in Scot­

land and in Ireland. 

Affairs of 
Scotland. 

THE Scottiih nation, though they had never ~een fub-

jcB: to the arbitrary power of their prince, had but very 

imperfect notions of law and liberty; and fcarcely in 

any age had they ever enjoyed an adminifhation, which 

had confined itfelf within the proper boundaries. By 
their final union alone with England, their once hated 

adverfary, they have happily attained the experience 

of a government perfcCl.ly regular, and exempt from all 

violence and injufiice. Charl~s, from his averiion to 

bufincfs, had entrufted the affairs of that country to 

hi:; miniflers, particularly Middleton; and thefe could 

~ot· forbear making very extraordinary firetches of au­

~hority. 

THERE had been intercepted a letter, written by lord 

Lorne to lord Duffus, in which, a little too plainly, but 

very truly, he complained, that his enemies had endea­

voured by fallhood to prepoffefs the king againfi him. 

But he faid, that he had now difcovered them, had de­

feated them, and had gained the perfon, meaning the car~ 

of Clarendon, upon whom the chief of them depended. 

This letter was produced . before the parliament; and 

Lorne was tried upon an old, tyrannical, abfurd law 

againft Leafing· making; by which it was rendered crimi­

nal to beli~ the fubjeCl:s to the king, or create in him an 
ill opinion of them. He was condemned to die: But 

Charles was much difpl~~[e~ with the fentence, and 
granted him a pardon s. 

$ ~urnet, p. J49• 
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IT was carried in parliament, that twelve pcrfons, C H A P. 
• . . r. . l .11... L'X lV. 

Without cnme, vntnets, tna , or accufcr, mould be de- ..__-.--J 

dared incapable of all truil: or office ; and to render this t66S. 

injufiicc more egregious, it was agreed, that thefe per-

fons fl1mlld be named by ballot: A method of voting, 

which feveral republics had adopted at clelLons, ir. order 

to prevent faCtion and intrigue; but which could ferve 

only as a cover to malice and iniquity, in the inflicting 

of punifhments. Lauderdale, Crawford, and fir Robert 

Murray, among others, were incapacitated : But the 

k~ng, who difapproved of this inj ufrice, refufed , his 

auent t. 

AN act was pafTed againft all perfons, who !hould move 

the king for refioring the children of thofe who were at­

tainted by parliament; an uuheard-of refiraint on appli­

cations for grace and mer~y. No penalty was a.ffixed; · 

but the act was but the more violent and tyrannical on 

that account. The court-lawyers had dbblilhcd it as a 
maxim, that the affigning of a puni!hment was a limita- · 

tion of the crown: Whereas a law, forbidding any thing, 

though without a penalty, made the offenders criminal. 

And in that cafe, the~ determined, that the punifhment 

was arbitrary; only: that it could not extend to life. 

:rvliddleton as commiffioner paffed this act; though he 

had no inftruCl:ions for that purpofe. 

AN aB: of indemnity paffed; bl!t at the fame time it 
was voted, that all thofe who had offended during the 

late diforders, fuould be fubjeCl:ed to fines ; and a com­

mittee of. parliament was appointed for impofing them. 

Thefe proceeded without any regard to fome equitable 

rules, which the king had prefcribed to them u. The moft 

obnoxious compounded fecretly. No confidcration was 

had, either of men's riches, or of the degrees of their 

guilt: No proofs were produced: Enquiries were not fo 

t Burnet, p. I 52. u Id. P• I47• 

F f + much 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN~ 

c H A P much ai made: But as fafr as information was give~ 
LXIV, . . k d d c . 1 "--v--l m agamfr any man, he was mar e own 10r a part1cu ~f 
1668. fine: And ail was tranfaB:ed in a fecret committee. 

When the li!t was read in parliament, exceptions were 
made to feveral: Some had been under age during the 
civil wars; fome had !Jeen abroad. But it was frill re­
plied, that a proper time would come, when every man 
thould be heard in his own defence. The only intention, 
it was faid, of fetting the fines was, that fuch perfons 
fhould have no benefit by the aB: of indemnity, unlefs 
they paid the fum demanded : Every one that chafe to 
ftand upon his innocence, and renounce the benefit of 
the indemnity, mig~t do it at his peril. It was well 
known, that no one would dare fo far to fet at defiance 
io arbitrary an adminifiration. The king wrote to the 
council, ordering them to fuperfe.de the levying of thofe 
fin::s: But IVIiddlcton found means, during fame time, 
to elude the!e orders"· And at afi, the king obliged his 
minifl:ers to compound for half the fums, which had 
been impofed. In all thefe tranfaB:ions, and in mofr 
others, which paffcd Juring the prefent reign, we frill 
find the moderating hand of the king, interpofed to pro­
teCt the Scots from the oppreilions, which their own 
countrymen, employed in the minifiry, were defirous ~f . 

~ exercifing over them. . ' 

BuT the chief circumfrance, whence were derived 
all the fubfequent tyranny and diforders in Scotland, 
was the execut:on of the laws for the eftablilhment of 

epifcopacy; a mode of government, to which a great p~rt 
of the nation had entertained an unfurmountable averfion. 
The rights of patrons had for fame years be~n aboli{hed; 
~nd the power of eleCting minifrers had been vefred in 
the kirk-feffion, and lay-elders. It was 'now enaB:ed, 
,. .<!t all intumbents, who had been admitted upon this 

.l\ Durnet, !'• zor, . : title, 
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title, fhould receive a prefentation from the patron, and c H A ?., 

1hould be infiituted anew by the bifhop, under the penalty~ 

of deprivation. The more rigid preibyterians concerted t66i. 

meafures among themfelves, and refufed obedience~ They 

imagined, that their number would protect them. Three 

hundred and fifty p:uifhes, above a third of the kingdom, 

were at once declared vacant. The wefl:ern counties 

c4iefly were obfrinate in this particular. New minifiers 

were fought for all over the kingdom; and no one was fo 

ignoran or vicious as to be rejetl:ed. The people, who 

loved extremely and refpetl:ed their former teachers; men 

remarkable for the feverity of their manners, and their 

fervor in pr.eaching; were inflamed againfr thcfe intruders, 

who had obt'!ined their livings under fuch invidious cir­

cumftances, and who took no care, by the regularity of 

their manners, to foften the prejudices entertained againfi: 

them. Even mofl: of thofe, who retained their livings 

by compliance, fell under the imputation of hypocrify, 

either by their fhewing a difgufl: to the new model of 

~cclefiaftical government, which they had acknowledged; 

or on the other hand, by de;:laring, that their former 

abherence to prefbytery and the corenant had been the 

refult of violence and neceffity. And as l\1iddleton and 

the new minifiry indulged themfelves in great riot and 

diforder, to which the nation h2d been little accufl:omed, 

an opinion univ~rfall y preyailed, that any form of reli-

gion, offered by fuch hands, mufl: be profane, and im-

pious. 

TJ-!E people, notwithfianding their difcontents, were 

tefolved to give no handle againfl: them, by the leaR: 

fymptom of mutiny or fedition: But this fubmiffive dif­

pofitioJ1, inftead of procuring a mitigation of the rigours, 

was made ufe of as an argument for continuing the fame 

meafures, which by their vigour, it was pretended, had 

~~~duced fo prompt an obedience. The king, however, 
w.as 
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c H A P. was difgufied with the violence of Middleton Y; and he 
LXIV. . ~ . h" 1 Th" bl ~made R othes commtmoner m ts p ace. 1s no em an 

16SS. was already prefident of the council ; and foon after was: 

made lord keeper and treafurer. Lau'1crdale fiill conti­

nued fecretary of fl:ate, and commonly refided at London. 

A.FF AIRS remained in a peaceable fl:ate, till the fevere 

aw was made in England ag~infi conventicles z. The · 

Scottith parliament imitated that violence, by paffing a 

like act-. A kind of high commiffion court was appoint­

ed by the privy-council, for executing this rigor us law, 

and far the diretl:ion of ccclefiafiical affairs. But even 

this court, illegal as it might be deemed, was much pre­

ferable to the method next adopted. Military force was 

}et lcofe by the council. Wherever the people had ge­

nerally forfaken their churches, the guards were quartered 

througllout the country. Sir James Turner commanded 

them, a man whofe natural ferocity of temper was often 

inflamed by: the ufe of firong liquors. He went about, 
and received from the clergy lifis of thofe who abfented 

themfelves from church, or were fuppofed to frequent 

conventicles. Without any proof or legal conviEtion, he 

demanded a fine from them, and g uartercd foldiers on the 

·fuppofed delinquents, till he received payment. As an in­

furrettion was dreaded during the Dutch war, new forces 

were ·levied, and intrufied to the command of Dalziel and 

Drummond; two officers, who had ferved the king during 

the civil wars, and had afterwards engaged in the fervice 

of Ruffia, where they had encreaf~d the native cruelty of 

their difpo.fition. A full career was given to their tyranny 

by the Scottilh minifiry. Reprefentations were made to 

the king againfl: thefe enormities. He feemed touched 

,,,ith the fl:ate of the country; and befides giving orders, 

that tlie ecclefiafi:ical commiffion lhould be difcontinued, 

Y Burriet, p. zo:, 

he 
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l1c ·fignified his opinion, that another way of proceedinO' c H A P. 
1r r h' fc • 

0 

LXIV. 
was 1 cccuary .1 or IS erv1ce a. "---"v--1 

THIS lenity of the king's came too late to remedy the I
668

• 

diforders. The people, inflamed with bigotry, and irri-

tated by ill ufage, rofe in arms. They were infrigated 

by Guthry, Semple, and other preachers. They fur-

priCed Turner in Dumfries, and refolved to have put him 
to death ; but finding, that his orders, which fell into 

their hands, were more violent than his execution of 

them, t ey fpared his life. At Laneric, after many 

prayers, they renewed the covenant, and publi{hed their 
manifefro; in which they profeifed all fubmi:ffion to the 

king: They defired only the re-efrablilhmcnt of prefby-

tery and of their former minifrers. As many gentlemen 
of their party had been confined on fufpicion; Wallace . 

and Learmont, two officers, who had ferved, but in no 

high rank, were entrufred by the populace with the com­
mand. Their force never exceeded two thoufand men; 
and though the country in general bore them favour, 

men's fpirits were fo fubdued, that the rebels could ex-
peCt no farther acceffion of numbers. Dalziel took the 

field to oppofe their progrefs. Their number was now 
diminiihed to 8oo; and thefe, having advanced near 

Edinburgh, attempted to find their way back into the 

weft by Pentland Hills. They were attacked by the 

king's forces b. Finding that they could no~ efcape, they 
ftopped their march. Their clergy endeavoured to in ufe 
courage into them. After finging fome pfaln,s, the rebels 

turned on the enemy ; and being a:ffifl:ed by the a vantage 
of the ground, they received the firft chat ge very refo­

hitely. But that was all th6 ati:ion: Immediately, they: 

fell into diforder, and fled for their lives. About forty 

were killed on the fpot, and a hundred and thirty taken 

b ,.Sth November, 1~66. 

prifoners. 
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c H A P. prifoncrs. The refi, favoured by the night, and by the 
LXIV' b h . f h k' ' d '---v--' wearinefs, and even y t e plty o t c mg s troops, ma e 
J668. their cfcape. 

ffair! of 
1reland, 

THE oppreffions which theft people had fuffered, the 
de1ufions under which they Jabcured, and their inoffenfive 

behaviour during the infurrccrim, made them the objeB:s 

of compaffion: Yet were the king's minifters, particu­

larly Sharpe, refolved to take fevere vengeance. Ten 
were hanged on one gibbet • 1 E~inburgh: Thirty .. five 

before tpeir own doors in differmt places. Thcfe crimi-

11als might all have favcd their ivesJ if they would have 

Jcnounced the covenant. The executions were going on, 

when the king put a flop to tbm. He faid, that blood 

enough had already been {hed : and he wrote a letter to 

the privy-council, in which he ordered, that fuch of the 

prifoners as fuould fimply promife to obey the laws for the 
future, :!hould be fet at liberty, and that the incorrigible 

fuould be fent to the plantatgns c.. This letter was 

brought by Burnet, archbifhop )f Glafgow; but not be­

ing immediately delivered to the council by Sharpe, the 

prefident c, one 1accail had in the interval been put to 

the torture, under which he e.xpir~d. He feemed fo die 
in an 'exfracy of ·ay. " Fare'-'cl fun, moon, and ftars; 

" farewd vvorld and time; farewel weak and frail body, : 
" Welcome eternity, welcome angels and faints, wel­
" come Saviour of the \Vorld, and welcome God, the 

" judge of all !" Such were ris laft words: And thefe 
animated fpecches he uttered wi:h an ac;:cent and manner, 

which ihuck all the byihndcrs with·afioni{hmento 

THE fettlemcnt of Ireland ;.ftcr the refioration was a 

work of greater difficulty than that of England) or even 
of Scotland. Not only the power, during the former 
ufurpations, had there bcen-veflcd in the king's enemies: 

The whole pr.opcrty, in a man11er, of the kingdom had 

c Burnet, p. :lJ7• e. Wodrov's Hiftory, vol. i, P: 255· 
alfo 
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a1fo been changed; and it became neceffary to redrefs c H A P. 

b 
. 1 }" 1 . l Jr.b} . LXIV. ut Wit 1 as Itt e vto ence as pou1 e, many gnevous "--v---J 

hardiliips and iniquities: which were there complained x668. · 

of. 
THE Iriih catholics bd in 1648 concluded a treatv 

with Ormond, the king'; lieutenant; in which they had 

ftipulated pardon for thei· pafi: rebellion, a;;d had cn2:aged 

under certain condition: to aillfr the royal caufe: ~ A~1d 
though the violence of ne priefis and the bigotry of the: 
people had prevented, i1 a great meafure, the execution 

of this treaty; yet were there many, who having fhiB:ly, 
at the hazard of their li..es, adhered to it, fecmed on that 

account well entitled to reap the fruits of their loyalty. 
Cromwel, having withcut difrinCl:ion expelled all the na­

tive Iriih from the three provinces of MunHer, Leinfi:er, 

and Ulfi:er, had confircd them to Connaught and the 

county of Clare; and :rnong thofe who had thus been 

forfeited, were many wlofe innocence was altogether un­

qucfiionable. Several rrotefianrs Iikewife, and Ormond 

among the refi, had all along oppofed the lriih rebellion ; 

yet having afterwards <mbraced the king's caufe againft 

the pa'"liament, they W(re all of them attainted by Crom­
wel. And there were nany officers, who had, from the 

commencement of the infurrcCtion, fcrved in Ireland, 
and who, becaufe they would not defert the king, had ' 

been refufed all their arrears by the Englifh Common-

wealth. 
To all thefe unhappr fufFerers fome jufiice feemed to 

be due : But the diffictlty was to find the means of re­

dreffing fuch great and extenfive iniquities. Almofr all 
the valuable parts of Lcland had been meafured out and 

divided, either to the a& venturers, who had lent money to 

the parliament for the ~uppreffion of the Iriih rebellion, 

or to the fo1diers, who had received land in lieu of their 

arrears. Thefe could not be difpoffdfed, becaufe they 
were 
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c H A P. were the mofl: powerful and only armed part of Irela.nd ; 
LXIV. r. . ·r. f h . d fi 

~..----.,; becau1c 1t was requhlte to avour t ern, m or er to up-

1668. port the proteftant and Englifh interefr in that kingdom; 

and bccaufe they had generally, with a feerning zeal and 

alacrity, concurred in the king's refl:oration. The king, 

therefore, iffucd a proclamation ; in which he prornifed to 
maintain their fettlcment, and at the fame time engaged to 

give redrefs to the innocent fufferers. There was a quan­

tity of l:md as yet undivided in Ireland; and from this 

and fome other funds, it was thought poffible for the ,king 

to fulfil both thefe engagements. 

A couRT OF CLAIMs was ereCted, confifi:ing altogether 

of Englifl1 commijlioners, who had no connexion with 

any of the parties, into which Ireland was divided. Be­

fore thefe were laid four thoufand claims of perfons crav­

ing refl:itution on account of their innocence; and the 
commiffioners had found leifure to examine only fix 
hundred. It already appeared, that, if all thefe were to 
be refiored, the funds, whence the adventurers and fol­

diers muft get reprifals, would fall iliort of giving them 

any tolerable fatisfaC:l:ion. ~ great alarm and anxiety 

feized all ranks of men : The hopes and fears of every 

party were excited : Thefe eagerly grafped at recovering 

their paternal inheritance : Thofe were refolute to main­

tain their new acquifitions. 

THE duke of Ormond was created lord-lieutenant; 

being the only perfon, whofe prudence and equity could 

compofc fuchjarring interefl:s. A parliament was affembled 
at Dublin; and as the lower houfe was al~ofr entirely 

chofen by the foldiers and adventurers, who fl:ill kept 

poffeilion, it was extremely favourable to that intereft. 

The houfe of peers fuowed greater impartiality. 

AN. infurreB:ion was projeCted, together with a fur­

prizai of the cafile of Dublin, by fome of the di!banded 

foldiers; but this defign was happily defeated by the vigi-
2 · lance 
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lance of Ormond. Some of the criminals were punilhed. C H A P. 

Blood, the moft defperate of them, efcaped into Eng-, LX~ 
land. 166s. 

BuT affairs could not long remain in the confufion 

and yncertainty, into which they had fallen. All par-

. ties feemed willing to abate fomewhat of their preten­

fions, in order to attain fame ftability; and Ormond 

interpofed his authority for that purpofe. The foldiers 

and adventurers agreed to relinquifu a third of their 

poffeffions ; and as they had purchafed their lands at very 

_low prices, they had reafon to think themfelves favoured 

by this compofition. All thofe, who had been attainted 

on account of their adhering to tlie king, were reftored; 

and fome of the innocent Irifu. It was a hard fituation, 

that a man was obliged to prove himfelf innocent, in 
order to recover poffeffion of the efl:ate, which he and 

his ancefl:ors had ever enjoyed : But the hardiliip was 

augmented, by the difficult conditions annexed to this 
proof. If the perfon had ever lived in the quarters of the 

rebels, he was not admitted to plead his innocence; and 

he was, for that reafon alone, fuppofed to have been a 

rebel. The heinous guilt of the Irifu nation made men 

the more readily overlook any iniquity, which might fall 

on individuals; and it was confidered, that, though it 

be always the intereft of all good government to prevent 

injuftice, it is not always poffible to remedy it, after it 
has had a long courfe, and has been attended with grcr.t 

fucceffcs. 
IRELAND began to attain a ftate of fome compofure 

when it was difturbcd by a violent aCt, paffed by the Eng­

liih parliament, which prohibited the importation of Irilh 

cattle into England c, Ormond remonftrated fl-rongly 

againft this law. He (aid, that the prefent traae, car-

ried 
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c H A P. ried on between England and Ireland, was extremely t~ 
~the advantage of the former kingdom, which receivt!d 

166S. only provifions, or rude materials, in return for every 
fpecies of manufaCture: That if the cattle of Ireland 
were prohibited, the inhabitants of that ifland had no 
other commodity, by which they could pay England for 
their importations, and mufi have recourfe to other na­
tions for a fupply: That the indufirious inhabitants of 
England, if deprived of Iri!h provifions, which made 
living cheap, would be obliged to augment the price of 
labour, and thereby render their manufactures too dear 

to be exported to foreign markets : That the indolent in­

habitants of Ireland, finding provifions fall almofi to no­
thing, would never be induced to labour, but would per­
petuate to all generations their native floth and barbarifm : 
That by cutting off almofi: entirely the trade between the 
kingdoms, all the natural bands of union were diifolved, 
and nothing remained to keep the Iriili in their duty but 
force and violence: And that by reducing that kingdom 
to extreme poverty, it would be even rendered incapable 
of maintaining that military power, by which, during its 
\,vell grounded difcontents, it mufi neceifariJy be retained 

in fubjection. 

THE king was fo much convinced of the jufinefs of 

thefe reafons, that he ufed all his interefl: to oppofe the 
bill ; and he openly declared, that he could not give his 

affent to it with a fafe confcience. But the commons 

wer:.e refolute in their purpofe. Some 6f the rents of 
England had fallen of late years, which had been 
afcribed entirely to the importation of Irifh cattle: Se­
veral intrigues had contributed to inflame that prejudice, 

particularly thofe of Buckingham and Alhley, who were 
defirous of giving Ormond difl:urbance in his govern­
ment: And the fpirit of tyranny, of which nations are 
as fufceptible as individuals, had extremely animated 

6 the 
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the Englilh to exert their fuperiority over their depend- C H A P. 

ant fiate. No affair could be conducted with greater~ 
violence than this was by the commons. They even went 166i. 

fo far in the preamble of the bill as to declare the impor-
tation of Irilh cattle to be a nuifance. Ry this expreffion, 
they gave fcope to their paffion, and at the fame time bar-
red the king's prerogative, by which he might think him-

felf entitled to difpenfe with a law, fo full of injufiice and 

bad policy. The lords expunged the wo;d ; but as the 
king was fenfible, that no fupply would be given by the 

commons, tmlefs they were gratified in their prejudices, 

he was obliged both to employ his intereft with the peers 

for making the bill pafs, and to give the royal affent t0 

it. He could not, however, forbear expreffing his dif-
pleafure at the jealoufy entertained againft him, and at 
the intention, which the commons difcovered of retrench• 

ing his prerogative. 

THIS law brought great difhefs for fome time upon 
the lrilh; but it has occafioned their applying with 

greater ind uftry to manufaCtures, and has proved in the 

Hfue beneficial to that kingdo~. 

VoL. VII. Gg 
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CHAP. LXV. 

A Parliament--'I'he Cabal--':Jheir Charaflers 
--'!'heir counfels--/1/liance with }ranee-­

A Parliament--Crruent1y atl--Blood's crimes 

--Duke declares himfelf Catholic--Exchequer 
jhut--Dedaration of indulgence-Attack of the 
Smyrna jleet--JVrrr declared -with Holland-­
Weaknefs of the States--Battle of Solebay-­

Sandwich killed--Progrefs of the French-­
C(}nflernation of the Dutch--Prince of Orange 

Stadtholder-- Malfacre of the de Wits-­

Good conduft of the Prince--A Parliament-­

Dedaratiolt of indulgence recalled--Sea fight 

--.Another fea fight--'Another jea fight-­

Congrefs of Cologne--A Parliament--Peace 

with llol/and. · 

c rx~.P. sINCE the rdl:oration, England had attained a 
'---v----' fituation, which had never been experienced in any 

1668
! former period of her government, and which feemed 

the on! y one, that could fully enfure, at once, her tran­
quillity and her liberty : The king was in continual 

want of fupply from the parliament ; and he feemed will­
ing to accommodate himfelf to that dependent fituation. 
InHead of reviving thofe claims of prerogative, fo ftre­
nuoufly infifted on by his predecelfors, Charles h<.1d 
firidl y confined himfelf within the limits of law, and 

had courted, by every art of popularity, the affections 
gf 



CHARLES II. 

oF his fubjeCl:s. Even the feverities, however blameable, c Ii A P. 

which he had exercifcd againfl: noneontorm!fi:s, are to be ~ 
confidered as expedients, by which he ftrove to iwrra- 1668. 

tiate himfelf with that party, which predominated in 

parliament. But notwithfl:anding thefc pro nd1ng ap- . 

pearances, there ~ere many circumftsnces, which kept 

the government from rcfiing freddily on that bottom, on 

which it was placed. The crown havin rr lofl: aimoft all 
0 

its anctent demefncs, relied entirely on voiuntary grants 

of the people; and the commons not fully accufl:omcd 

to this new fituation, were not yet difpofed to fupply 

'~itli fufficient liberality tl)e neceffities of the crown. 

They imitated too firiB:ly the example of their prede­

celfors in a rigid frugality of public money; and neither 

fufficicntly confidcrcd the indigent condition of their 

prince, nor the general ftate of Europe; where every 

nation, by its increafe both of magnificence and force, 

had maJe great additions to all public expcnccs. Some 

confit.lerabie fums, indeed, were befi:owcd on Charles; 

and the patriots of that age, tenaci_ous of ancient maxims, 

loudly upbraided the commons with prodigality: But if 

we may judge by the example of a later period, when 

the government has become more regular, and the har­

mony of its parts has been more happily adjufl:cd, the 

parliaments of this reign fecm rather to have merited a 

contrary reproach. 

THE natural confequence of the poverty of the crown 

was, bcfides feeble irregular tran,faB:ions in foreign 

affairs, a continual U\}Certainty in its domeffic .rdmini­

frration. No one could anfwer with any tolerable affur­

ance for the meafures of the houfe of commons. Few 
of the members were attached to the court by any other 

band than that of inclination. Royalifis indeed in their 

principles, but unexpcrienced in bufinefs, they lay ex· 

pofcd to e•.rery rumour o 1nftnuation ; and were driven 

Cg2 by 
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c H A P. by momentary gufis or currents, no lefs than the popu .. 
LXV. h 

'--v---J lace themfelves. Even t e attempts made to gain an 
J663. afcendant over them, by offices, and, as it is believed, 

by bribes and penfions, were apt to opet·ate in a manner 

contrary to what was intended by the minifiers. The 
novelty of the practice conveyed a general, and indeed 
a j ufi, alarm ; while at the fame time, the poverty of 

the crown rendered this influence very limi-ted and pre­

carious. 

Zth of Fe­
bruary. 
A parlia· 
menta 

THE charaB:er of Charles was ill fitted to remedy 

thofe defects in the confiitution. He acted in the ad­

minifiratiort of public affairs, as if government were a 

pafiime, rather than a ferious occupation; and by the 
l!ncertainty of his conduct, he loft that authority, which 

could alone befiow confiancy on the fluctuating refolu­

tions of the parliament. His expences too, .which fame­

times perhaps exceeded the proper bounds, were directed 

more by ' inclination than by policy; and while they en­

creafed his dependance on the parliament, they were not 

calculated fully to fatisfy either the interefted or d ifin te­
refted part of that affembl y. 

THE parliament met after a long adjournment; and 
the king promifed himfelf every thing from the attach­

ment of the commons. All his late meafures had been 

calculated to acquire the good will of his people; and 

above all, the triple league, it was hoped, would be 

able to efface all the difagr ... eable impreffions left by the 

unhappy conclufion of the Dutch war. But a new at­

tempt made by tbe court, and a laudable one too, loft 

him, for a time, the effect of all thefe endeavours. 
Buckingham, who was in great favour with the king,. 

and carried on may intrigues among the commons, had 
alfo endeavoured to fupport connexions with the non­

conformifts ; and he now formed a fcheme, in concert 

with the lord keeper, Sir Orlando Bridgeman, and the 
chief 
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chief jufiice, Sir Matthew Hale, two worthy patriots, to C H A P. 

put an end to thofe feverities, under which thefe reli-~ 
gionifis had fo long laboured. It was propofed to recon- 1668, 

cile the prefbyterians by a comprehenfion, and to grant a. 

toleration to the independants and other fetl:aries. Fa-

vour feems not, by this fcheme, as by others embraced 

during the prefent reign, to have been intended the catho-
lics : Yet were the zealous commons fo difgufi:ed, that 

they could not be prevailed on even to give the king 

thanks for the triple league, however laudable that mea-

fure was then, and has ever fince been efieerned. They 

immediately voted an addrefs for a proclamation againft 

conventicles. Their requefi was complied with; but 

as the king frill dropped fome hints of his defire to re-

concile his protefiant fubjetl:s, the commons paffed a 

very unufual vote, that no man fuould brin6 into the 

houfe any bill of that nature. The king in vain re-

' itcrated his folicitations for fuppJy; reprefented the ne­

ceffity of equipping a fleet; and even offered, that the 

money, which they fuould grant, fuould be collected 

and iffued for that purpofe by commiffioners appointed 

by the houfe. lnfiead of complying, the commons voted 

an enquiry into all the mifcarriagcs d~ring the late war; 

the flackening of fail after the duke's victory from falfe 

orders delivered by Brounker, the mifcarriagc at Be_rghen, 

the divifion of the fleet under prince Rupet t and Albe­

marle, the difgrace at Chatham. Brounkcr was ex­

pelled the houfe, and ordered to be impeached. Com­

miffioner Pet, who had neglected orders iffued for the 

fecurity of Chatham, met with the, fame fate. 'l'hefe 
impeachments were never profecuted. The houfe at· 

length, having been indulg~d in all their prejudices, were 

prevailed with to vote the king three hundred and ten 

thoufand pounds, by an impofition on wine and other 

liquors; fter which they were adjourned, 
G g 3 PvBLlC 
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CHAP, 
' LXV. 

Pu~r~L bu!inefs, bcfides being retarded by the difgufl: 
of the con"!mons <H2:ainfi: the tolerating maxims of the L;....-...,-

1668. 
11 h of 
May. 

:6§9· 
9' r 
O~:tc ber. 

t V 

court, met with obib ucrions this feffion ftom a quarrel 
betwet.:n the wo houfes. Skinner, a rich merchant in 
London, ha ·ing fuffered fome injuries from the Ea!l: 
india co11:pany, laid the matter by petition before tqe 

houfc of lords, by ~horn he was relieved in cofi:s and 
damages to the amount of five thoufand pounds. The 
commons voted, that the lords~ in takmg cognizance of 
this affair, originally, without any appeal from inferior 

. ~ourts, had aeted in a manner not agreeable to the laws 
~f the land, and tcn9ing to deprive the fubjeB: of the 

right, eafe, and benefit, due to him by thefe laws; amj 
that Skinner, in profecuting the fuit after this 'manner, 
had infringed the privileges of the commons: For which 

pffence, they ordered him to be taken into cufiody. 
~ome conferences enfued between t~e houfes; where the 

!ords were tenacious of their right of judicature, and 
maintained, that the method, in whic~ they had exer- 1 

!=ifed it, was quite regular. The commons rofe into a 
gre:tt ferment; (lnd \vent fo far as to vote, that '~ who­
f' ever lhould be aiding or dlifiing in putting in execu­

" tion the 9rdcr or fentc.1cc of the houfe of lords, in 
" tl:c cafe of Skinner again£! the Eafi-lndia company, 

" £hould be deemed a betrayer of the rights and liber-

" ties of t~e commons of Engla~d, and an i-!lfringer of 
" the privileges ~f the houfe of commons." They 
rightly judbed, that it wqu~d not be eaty, after this vote, 

~o find any one, who woqld venture to incur their in­

dignation. The proceedings indeed of the lords feem iJ1 
this cafe to have been unufual and without precedent. 
t • • .. , ' ~ ) 

THE king's neceffities obpged him ag11in to affemble 
the parliament, who fuowed fome di!polition to relieve 

~im~ The pric~, ho~vever, which he mufi pay for this 
· indulgence, 
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indulgence, was his yielding to new laws againfi: co:1- c H A P. 
LXV. 

venticles. His complaifance in this particular contri-~ 

buted more to gain the commons, than all the pompous 166g-• 

pretences of fupporting the triple alliance, that popular 

meafure, by which he expected to make fuch advantage. 

The qu<!rrel between the two houfes was revived ; and 

as the commons hJd voted only four hundred thoufand 

pounds, with which the king was not fatisfied, he thought 

proper before they had carried their vote into a law, to 

prorogue them. The only bulinefs finii11ed this lhort JTth of De~ · • 

fcffion was the receiving of the report of the committee cembcr. 

appointed for examining the public accounts. On the 

firfr infpcCl:ion of this report, there appears a ' great fum, 

no lefs than a million and a half, unaccounted for; and 

the natural inference i:, that the king had much abufed 

the tru!l: repofed in him by parliament. But a more accu-

rate infpeCl:ion of particulars ferves, in a great meafure, 

to remove this imputation. The king indeed went fo far 

as to tell the parliament from the throne, " T'hat he had 

" fully informed himfelf of that. matter, and did affirm, 

" that· no part of thofe monies, which they had given 

" him, had been diverted to other ufe~, but on the con-

" trary, belides all thole fupplies, a very great fum had 

" been raifed out of his fianJing revenu.! and credit, 

" and a very great debt con traCled ; and all for the \var ." 

Tho1•gh artificial pretences have often been employed by 
kings in their fpcechcs to parliament, and by none more 

than Charles, it is fomewhat difficult to fufpcEl: .him of 

a direCt lie and faHhnocl. He mufi have had fome reafons, 

and perhaps not unplaufible ones, for this affin;ation, of 

which all his hearers, as they had the accounts lying 

before them, were at that time competent judges "· 

THE method, which all parliaments had hitherto fol-­

lowed was to vote a particular fum for the fupply, 
. ' 

d See note (N'] at the end of the volume, 

G g 4- without 
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c H A P•without any difl:inCl:ion or any appropriation to partic~Ia.r 
LXV. . . , d f h '---v---1 fervtces. So long as the oeman s o t e cnwn were 
J66g. 

t570o 
14th Fe­
~tu~ry, 

fmall and cafual, no great inconveniencies aroft from this 
praCl:ice. But as all the meafures of governnent _were 
now changed, it mufr be confeffed, that, if the king 
made a juft application of public money, this naccurate 
method of proceeding, by expofing him to fufpcion, was 
prejudicial to him. If he were inclined to act >therwife, 
it was equ~lly hurtful to the people. For thee reafons, 
a contrary praB:ice, during all the late reigns, has C01) 4 

fiantl y been followed by the commons. 

WHEN the parliament met after the proroga1ion, they 
entered anew upon the bufinefs of fupply, ard granted 

the king an additional duty, during eight years: of twelve 
pounds on each tun of Spanifh wine imported: ei6ht on 

each tun of French. A law alfo paffed cmpo'V\ering him 
to fell the fee farm rents; the lafr remains of the de­
m~fnes, by which the ancient kings of Englan~ had been 
fupported. By this expedient he obtained fone fupply 
for his prefent neceffities, but left the crown, f poffible, 

frill more dependent than before. How mu:h money 
might be raifed by thefe fales is uncertain ; btt it could 

not be near one million eight hundred thoufanl pounds~ 
~he fum .a!ftgned by fome writers·('. 

THE act againfi conventicles paffed, and re:eived the 
royal aifent. It bears the appearance of mitipting the 
former perfecuting laws; but if we may jU<ge by the 
fpirit, which had broken out almoft every fdion during 
this parliament, it was not intended as any fav:)Ur to the 
,Ponconformifis. Experience probably had taJght, that 
liiws oyer rigid and fevere could not be execJted, By 

e Mr, Carte, in his vindication of the Anfwer to the Byfunder, p. 99• 

fays, that the fale of the fee farm rents would not yidd aboveone hundred 

iqquf~~d f<!!.!!ld~; ~~~d his reafo~s apP,ea r "Yell four.ded. 
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this acl- the hearer in a conventicle (that is, in a dif..: c R A P. 

fentingaffembly, where more than five were prefent, be-~ 
fides de family) was fined five fuillings for the fidl: J67°• 

offence, ten for the fecond; the preacher twenty pounds 

for thefirft offence, forty for the fecond. The perfon, 
in whcfe houfe the conventic1e met, was amerced a like 

fum wth the preacher. One claufe is remarkable; that, 

if anydifpute lhould arife with regard to the interpreta-

tion of any part of the aa, the judges lhould always ex-

plain 1he doubt in the fenfe leaft favourable to conven-
, ticles, it being the intention of parliament entirely to 

fuppres them. Such was the zeal of the C( mmons, that 

they 'iolated the plainefr and moft e£l:ab1ifned maxims 
of civl policy, which require, that, in all criminal pro­

fecutims, favour lhould always be given to the pri .. 

foner. 
THE affair of Skinner frill remained a ground of q uar-

rel be1Ween the two houfes; but the king prevailed with 
the pers to accept of the expedient propofed by the com­

monsl that a general razure fhould be made of all the 

tranf£\:ions with regard to that difputed quc!lion. 

So~E attempts were made by the king to effect a 

union between England and Scotland : Though they were 

too freble to remove all the difficulties, which obfirutl:e 

that 1feful and important undertaking. Commiffioners 

were appointed to meet, in order to regulate the condi­

tions: But the defign, chiefly by the intrigues of Lau­

derdae, foon after came to nothing. 
TiE king, about this time, began frequently to at­

tend the debates of the hou(e of peers. He faid, that 

they amufed him, and that he found them no lefs enter­

t~ini•g than a play. But de~per defigns were fufpetl:ed. 
As le feemed to intereft himfelf extremely in the caufc 

of lad Roos, who had obtained a divorce from his wife 

on tle accufation of adultery, and applied to parliament 

for J(ave to marry again ~ people imasined, that Charles 
~m~n.de4 
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c H A P. intended to make a precedent of the cafe, and that fome 
LXV. . . 

~other pretence would be found for gettmg nd of the 
1 '7°• queen. Many propofals to this purpofe, it is faid, were 

made him by Buckingham : But the king, how little 
fcrupulous foever in fome refpech, was incapable of any 
aB:ion hadh or barbarous; and he always rejeel'ed every 

fcheme of this nature. A fufpicion however of fuch 

intentions, it was obferved, had, at this time, begotten 
a coldnefs between the two royal brothers. 

WE now come to a period, when the king's counfe1s, 
which had hitherto, in the main, been good, though 
negligent and flutluating, became, during fome time, 
remarkably bad, or even criminal; and breeding in­
curable jealoufies in all men, were followed by fuch con­
fequences as had almofi: terminated in the ruin both of 
prince and people. Hap i!y ~ the fame negligence frill 
attended him ; and, as it had lelfened the influence of 
the good, it alfo diminifbed the effect of the ba~ mea­
fures, which he embraced. 

IT was remarked, that the committee of council, 
efrablilhed for foreign affairs, was entirely changed ; and 
that prince Rupert, the duke of Ormond, fecretary Tre­
vor, and lord keeper Bridgeman, men in whofe honour 
the nation had great confidence, were never called to 
any deliberations. 'rhc whole fecret was entrufred to 
:five perfons, Clifford, Afhley, Buckingham, Arlington, 
and Lauderdale. Thefe men were known by the appcl-

The Cabal. lation of the Cabal, a word which the initi<d letters of 
their names happened to compofe. Never was tpere a 
more dangerous minifhy in England, nor one more 
noted for pernicious counfels. 

Their cha- LoRD AsHLEY, foon after known by the name of earl 
ratters. of Shafte!bury, was one of the moft remarkable charaCters 

of the age, and the chief fpring of all the fucceeding 
movements. During his early youth, he had enga~4 
in the late king's party; but being difgufied with fome 

meafures 
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meafures of prince Maurice, he foon dcferted to the c H A P· 

parliament. He infinuated himfelf into the confidence ~ 
of Cromwel ; and as he had great influence with the 167o. 

prefbyterians, he was ferviceable in fupporting, with his 

party, the authority of that ufurper. He employed the 

fame credit in promoting the refioration ; and on that 

account both deferved and acquired favour with the king. 
In all his changes, he frill maintained the charaCter of 
never betraying thofe friends whom he deferted ; and 
which-ever party he joined, his great capacity and fin-

gular talents foon gained him their confidence, and 

enabled him to take the lead among them. No fiation 

could fatisfy his ambition, no fatigues were infuperable 

to his inoufiry. Well acquainted with the blind attach-

ment of faCl:ion, he furmounted all fenfe of iliame: 

And relying on the fubtilty of his contrivances, he was 
not ftartled with enterprizes, the moft hazardous and 

~noft criminal. His talents, both of public fpeaking and 
private infinuation, fhone out in an eminent degree; and 

j!midft all his furious paffions, he poffeffed a found j udg­

ment of bufinefs, and frill more of men. Though fitted 

by nature for beginning and pu!hing the greatefi: under­

takings, he was never able to conduct any to a happy 

period ; and his eminent abilities, by reafon of his in­

fatiable defires, were equally dangerous to himfelf, to the 

prince, and to the people. 

THE duke of Buckingham poffeffed all the advantages, 

which a graceful perfon, a high rank, a fplendid fortune, 

and a lively wit could befiow; but by his wild conduct, 

unrefl:rained either by pruclence or principle, he found 

means to render himfelf in the end odious and even in­

fianificant. The leaft intereft could make him abandon 
~ . 

his honour ; the fmallefr pleafure could feduce h1m from 

his intereft; the moft frivolous caprice was fufficient to 

counterbalance his pleafqre. By his want of fecrecy and 
t confiancy, 
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c H A P. confl:ancy, he deftroyed his character in public life; by 
~his contempt of order and reconomy, he diffipated his 

J67o. private fortune; by riot and debauchery, he ruined his 
health ; and he remained at lafi: as incapable of doing 
hurt, as he had ever been little defirous of doing good, 
to mankind. 

THE earl, foon after created duke of Lauderdale, 
was not defective in natural, and fl:ill ]efs in acquired, 
talents; but neithe! was his addrefs graceful, nor his 

undedlanding jufi:. His principle~, or, more properly 
{peaking, his prejudices, were obll:iuate, but unable to 
reftrain his ambition : His ambition was fiill Jefs danger­
ous than the tyranny and violence of his temper. An 
implacable enemy, hut a lukewarm friend ; infolent to 

his inferiors, but abjeCt to his fuperiors; though in his 
whole character and deportment, he was almofi: dia­
metrically oppolite to the king, he had the fortune, 

beyond any other minifier, to maintain, during the 
greater part of his reign, an afcendant over him. 

THE talents of parliamentary eloquence and intrigue 
had raifed Sir Thomas ClifFord; and his daring impetuous 
fpirit gave him weight in the king's councils. Of the 
whole cabal, Arlington was the leaft dangerous either by 
his vices or his talents. His judgment was found, 
though his capacity was but moderate; and his intentions 
were good, though he wanted courage and integrity to 

perfevere in them. Together with ::remple and Bridge­
man, he had been a great prqmoter of tbe triple league; 
but he threw himfelf with equal alacrity into oppofite 
meafures, when he found them agreeable to hi1:i mafier. 
ClifFord and he were fccretly Catholics : Shafte1bury, 
though addiCted to afhology, was reckoned a deift; 

l3uckingham had too little reflection to embrace any fteady 
principles: Lauderdale had long been a bigotted and 
furious prefb1terian ; and the opinions of th'lt feet frill 

kept 
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kept poiTeffion of his mind, how little foever they ap- c H A P. 

peared in his conduB:. ~ 
THE dark counfels of the cabal, though from the firft ~67o. 

. T~llcoun-

they gave anx1ety to all men of reflection, were not tho- (els. 

roughly known but by the event. Such feem to have been 

the views, which they, in concurrence with fome catholic 

courtiers, who had the ear of their [(A)vereign, fuggefted to 

the king and the duke, and which thefe princes too greedily 

embraced. They faid, that the parliament, though the fpi-

rit of party, for the prefent, attached them to the crown, 
were fiill more attached to thofe powers and privileges; 

which their predeceffors had ufurped from the fovereign-: 

That after the firfi flow of k:indnefs was fpent, they had 

difcovered evident fymptoms of difcontent; and would 

be fure to turn againfr the king all the authority which , 

they yet retained, and ftill more thofe pretenfions which 

it was eafy for them in a moment to revive: That they 

not only kept the king in dependence by means of hig 
precarious revenue, but had never difcovered a fuitable 

generofity, even in thofe temporary fupplies, whiclt they 

granted him: That it was high time for the prince to rouze 

himfelf from his lethargy, and to recover that authority, 

which his predecdfors, during fo many ages, had peace­

ably enjoyed : That the great error or misfortune of his 

father was the not having formed any dote connexion 

with foreign princes, who, on the breaking out of the 

rebellion, might have found their intereft: in fupporting 

him: That the prefent alliances, being entered into with 

fo many weaker potentates, who themfelves ficod i~ n~ed 
of the king's proteCtion, could never fer~e to mamtam, 

much lefs augment, the royal authonty : That the 
French monarch alone, fo generous a prince, and by 
blood fo nearly allied to the king~ woul~. be found botn 
able and willing, if gratified in h1s ambttlOn, to defend 

the common caufe of kings againfi ufurping fubjeas: 

That a war, undertaken againft Holland by the united 
force 

3 
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c H ~ P. force of two fuch mighty potentates, would prove an 
~ eafy enterprize, and would ferve all the purpofes wpich 

167o. were aimed at : 'I' hat under pretence of that war, it 
would not be difficult to levy a military force, without 
which, during the prevalence of republican principles 
among his fubj eCl:s, the king would vainly expetl: to 
defend his prerogative : That his naval power might be 
maintained, partly by the fupplies, which, on other 
pretences, would previoufl y be obtained from parliament; 
partly by fubfidi cs from France; partly by captures

1 

which might eafily be made on that opulent republic: 
That in fuch a fituation, attempts to recover the 1oft 

authority of the crown would be attended with fuccefs 1 

nor would any malcontents dare to refifr a prince, forti­
fied by fo powerful an alliance; or if they did, they would 

only draw more certain ruin on themfelves and on their 
caufe: And that by fubduing the States, a great flep 
would be made towards a reformation of the government; 

fince it was apparent, that that republic, by its fame and 
grandeur, fortified, in his factious fubjeCl:s, their attach­
ment to what they vainly termed their civil and religious 
liberties. 

THESE fuggefiions happened fatally to concur with all 
the inclinations and prej uciices of the king; his defirc of 

more extenfive authority, his propenfity to the catholic 
religion, his aviJity for money. He feems likewife, 
from the very beginning of his reign, to have entertained 
great jealoufy of his own fubj as, and, on that account, 
a defire of fortifying himfelf by an intimate alliance with 
France. So early as 1664, he !1ad offered the French 
monarch to allow him without oppofttion to conquer 
Flanders, provided that prince would engage to furnilh 
him with ten thoufand infantry, and a fuitable number 
of cavalry, in cafe of any rebeilion in England f. As 

no da~gerous fymptom at that time appeared, we arc left 

f D'£ftrades, 1.1ft July, 1667. 

to 
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to conjeClure, from this incident, what opinion Charles c H A P. 

had conceived 9fthe fatlious difpofition of his people. , LX~ 
EvEN during the time, "\·hen the triple alliance was the 167°• 

mofl: zealouOy cultivated, the king never feems to have 
~een entirely cordial in thofe fal utary meafures, but frill 
to have cafi: a longing eye towards the French alliance. 
ClifFord, who had much of his confidence, faid impru­
.Iently, " Notwithfi:anding all this joy, we muft have a 
" fecond war with Holland." The acceffion of the 
Emperor to that alliance ha.d been refufed by .England on 
frivolous pretences. And many unfriendly cavils were 
raifed againfr the St::ttes with regard to Surinam and the 
conduct of the Eafi: India company g. But about April 
1669, ~h~ firongeft fymptoms appeared of thofe f~tal 
I?eafures, which were afterwards more openly purfued. 

DE WIT, at that time, came to Temple; and told 
him, that he payed him a vifit as a friend, not as a mi­
Jlifier. The occafion was to acquaiat him . with a 
convcrfation which he had lately had with Puffendorf, 
the Swedifh agent, who had p:11led by the Hague in the 
way from Paris to his own counlry. The French minif­
ters, Puffendorf faid, had taken much pains to perfuade 
him, that the Swedes would very ill find their account in 
thofe meafures, which they had lately embraced: That 
Spain would fail them in all her promifes of fubfidies ; 
nor would Holland alone be able to fupport them : That 
England would certainly fail them, and had already 
adopted counfels direct! y oppofite to thofe which by the 
triple league lhe had boun<..l herfelf to purfue: And that 
th~ refolution was not the lefs fixed and certain, becaufe 
the fecret was as yet communicated to very few either in 
the French or Englifh court. When Puffendorf feemed 
incredulous, Turenne fuowed him a letter from Colbert 
de Cro!fy, the French minifier at London; in which, 
after mentioning the fuccefs of his negotiations, and the 

g See note [ 0 J at the end of the volume. 

favourable 
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c H A P. favourable difpofition of the chief miniflers there, he 
~added, "And I have at Iaft made them fenfible of the 

167o, " full extent· of his majdty's bounty h," From this 

incident it appears, that the infamous pratl:ice of felling 
themfelves to· foreign princes, a praCtice; which, not­

withftanding the malignity of the vulgar~ is certainly rare 

among men in high office, had not been fcrupled by 

Charles's minifrers, who even obtained their mafrer's con­

fent to this dilhonourable corruption. 

BuT while all men of penetration, both abroad and at 

home, were alarmed with thefe incidents, the vifit, which 

the king received from his fifler, the duchefs of Orleans, 
was the foundation of frill fironger fufpiciuns. Lewis; 

knowing the addrefs and infinuation of that amiable prin­
cefs, and the great influence, which the had gained over 

her brother, had engaged her to employ all her good of­
fices, in order to detach Charles from the triple league, 

which, he knew, had fixed fuch unfurmountable barriers 
to his ambition ; and he now fent her to put the Jail hand 
to the plan of their conjunCl: operations. That he might 

the better cover this negotiation, he pretended to vifit his 
frontiers, particularly the great works which he had un­

dertaken at Dunkirk; and he carried the queen and the 

l6th May. whole court along with him. While he remained on 
the oppofite iliore, the duchefs of Orleans went over to 
England; and Charles met her at Dover~ where they 

paffed ten days together in great mirth and fe:lHvity. By 
her artifices and careffes, 1he prevailed on Charles to 
relinquifu the mofi fettled maxims of honour and policy; 

and to finilh his engagements with Lewis for the defrruc-

A_llhiaFnce tion of Holland; as well as for the fubfequent change of 
w1t ranee. 

religion in England. 

· BuT Lewis well knew Charles's charaCler, and the 

ufual fluCtuation of his counfels. In oriler to fix him in 
the French interefrs, he refolved to bind him by tlie tyes 

!' Tcmpie, •ol. ii, P• r;g. 
of 
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of pleafure, the only ones which with him were irrefi!l- C H A Pa 

ible; and he made him a prefent of a French mifrrefs, by~~ 
whofe means he hoped, for the future, to govern him., 167o. 

The dutchefs of Orleans brought with her a young lady 

of the name of ~eroiiaille, whom the king carried to 

London, ana foon after created dutchefs of Portfmouth. 
He was extr mel y attached to .her during the whole courfe 

of his life; and ilie proved a g~:_eat means of fupporting 

his connexions with her native country. 

THE fatisfacrion, which Charles reaped from 'his new 

alliance, received a great check by the death of his fifrer, 

rand frill more by thofe melancholy circumfhnces which 

attended it. Her death was fudden, after a few days 
illnefs; and !he was fcized with the·malady upon drink­

ing a glafs of fuccory-water. Strong flifpicions of poifon 

arofe in the court of France, and were fpread all ovet 

Europe; and as her hufband had difcovered many fymp• 

toms of jealoufy an<l difcontent on account of her con-, 

duet, he was univerfally believed to be the autnor of the 

crime. Charles himfelf~ during fome time, was entirely 

convinced of his guilt; but upon receiving the attefration 

of phyficians, who, on opening her body, found no 

foundation for the general rumour, · he was, or pretended 
to be fatisfied. 'I'he duke of Orleans indeed did never, 
in any other circumftance of his life, betray fuch difpo· , 

fitions as might lead him to fo criminal an z.£\:ion; and a 

lady, it is faid, drank the remains of the fame glafs, with­

out feeling any inconvenience. The fudden death of ' 

princes is commonly accompanied with thefe difmal fur­

mifes ; and therefore lefs weight is in this cafe to be laid 

o~ the fufpicions of the public. 

CHARLES, infread of , breaking with France upon this 

incident, took advantage of it to fend over Buckingham, 

under pretence of condoling with the duke of Orleans, 

but in reality to concert farther meafures far the projeCted 

VoL. vn. H h rn.t. 
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c H A P. war. Never ambaffador received greater careffes. The 

~ more defrruB:ive the prefent meafures were to the interefrs 

167o. of England, the more natural was it for ~ewis to load 

with civilities, and even with favours, thofe whom he 

could engage to promote them. 

THE journey of Buckingham augmented the fufpicion~ 

in Holland, which every circumfrance tended fiill farther 

to confirm. Lewis made a fudden irruption into Lorraine; 

and though he miffed feizing the duke himfelf, who had 

no furmife of the danger, and who narrowly efcaped, he 

was foon able, without refifrance1 to make himfelf mafrer 

of the whole country. The French monarch was fo far 

unhappy, that, though the mofr tempting opportunities 

offered themfelves, he had not commonly fo much as the 
pretence of equity and jufrice to cover his ambitious 

meafures. This acquifition of Lorraine ought to have 

excited the jealoufy of the contraB:ing powers in the triple 

league, as much as an invafion of Flanders itfelf; yet did 

Charles turn a deaf ear to all remonfirances, made him 

upon that fubjeB:. 

BuT what tended chielly to open the eyes of de Wit 
and the States, with regard to the meafures of England, 

was the fudden recal of Sir William Temple. This 

minifl:er had fo firmly efi:ablifhed his character of honour 

and integrity, that he was believed incapable eve~ of 

obeying his maficr's commands, in promoting meafures 

_which he efi:eemed pernicious to his country; and fo long 

as he remaineJ in employment, de Wit thought himfelf 

affured of the fidelity of England. Charles was fo fen· 

fible of this prepoffeffion, that he ordered Temple to 

leave his family at the Hague, and pretended, that that 

rninifier would immediately return, after having conferred 

with the king about fome bufinefs, where his negotiation 

had met with obfrructions. De Wit maJe the Dutch 

rcfident inform the Englilh court; that he lhould confider 

thCJ 



CHAR LE S II. 

the recal of Temple as an exprefs declaration of a chanae C lJ A P, 

of meafurcs in England; and iliould even know what i~-~ 
terpretation to put upon any delay of his return. 167o. 

WHILE thefe meafures were fecret1y in ao-itation, the z4th o_a, 
b A parha-

parliament met, according to adjournment. The king ment. 

mac!c a fhort fpeech, and left the bufinefs to be enlarged 

upon by the keeper. That minifier much infifi:ed on the 

king's great want of fupply; the mighty encreafe of the 

naval power of France, now triple to what it was before 

the lafr war with Holland; the decay of the Englilh navy; 

the neceffity of fitting out next year a fleet of fifty fail; 

the obligations which the king lay under by feveral trea-

ties to exert himfelf for the common good of chrifi:endom, 

Among other treaties, he mentioned the triple alliance, 

and the defenfive league with the States. 

THE artifice fuccceded. The houfe of commons, en­
tirely fatisfied with the king's meafures, voted him con­

fiderable fupplies. A land tax for a year was impofed of 

a {billing a pound; two £billings a pound on two thirds 

of the falaries of offices; fifteen iliiilings on every hun­

dred pounds of bankers' money and !tock; an add;tional 

excife upon beer for fix years, and certain impofitions 

upon law proceedings for nine years. The parliament 

1ad never before been in a more liberal humour; and ne­

ver furely was it lefs merited by the cou!lfe!s of the king 

~nd of his minifiers a. 

THE 

a This year, on the 3d of January, clied Gcorge Monk, duke of Albe­
marle, at Nev. hall in Effex, after a 1 nguiflJing 1llr.efs, and in the fi ·ry. 
third year of his age. He left a gteat e{la· e of l s,cool. a )C~r in land, and 

6c,coo 1. in money, acquired by the bounty of th~:: kin~, and encrl'afed by his 

own frugality in his later }'ears. Bifhop Bur et, who, agreeably to hi> own 

fatl ous fpirit, treats this illufidous perfoca!:e with gre•t matignity, 1epr aches 

him wl'h avarice: ~ut as he pp:ars not to have been in the lealt tainted 

with rapacity, his frugal condnCl may more candidly be imputed to the h<1bit:, 

acquired in early life, while he was polfeffed of a very narrow f,,rtune. It 1s 

indf!ed a fin~ular proof of the ftrang~ power of faction) th. t any mJlignity 
' H h z. ihoulJ 
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< H A P. THE commons paffed another bill, for laying a duty on 
~tobacco, Scotch falt, glaffes, and fome other commodi-

I6;x. ties. Againft this bill the merchants of London appeared 
by peti cion before the houfe of lords. 1 he lords entered 
into their reafons, and began to make amendments on the 

bill fent up by the commons. This attempt was highly 
refented by the lower houfe, as an encroachment on the 

right, which they pretended to po!fefs alone, of granting 
money to. the crown. .rvfany rcmonfi:rances paffed be­

tween the two houfes; anJ by their altercations the king 

was obliged to pro1 ogue. the parliament; and he thereby 
ad April. loft the money which was intended him. 'I'his is the 

laft time that the peers have rev ivcd any pretenfions of 
that nature. Ever fi.nce, the privile6e of the commons, 
in all other placeG, except in the houfe of peers, has paffed 
for uncontroverted. 

THERE was a private affJ.ir, which during this feffion 
difgufted the houfe of commons, and required fome pains 

to accommodate it. The ufual method of thofe who 

oppofed the court in the money bills, was, if they failed 

in the main vote, as to the extent of the fupply, to levy 
the money upon fuch funds as they expeEt:ed would be 

fhould purfue the memory of a nobleman, the ttnor of v:hofe life was fo un­
exceptionable, anJ who, by rdloring the antient and legal aud f:ee govern· 

ment to three kingdoms, plunged in the moft ddhective anarchy, n;;~y r~fcly 

be faid to be the fu ject, in thefe itlands, "'ho, fince the be~inning of tim.ep 
rendered the moft du,able and moft effential fen•ices to his native country. 

The means alfo, by which he atchieved his great undertakings, were almoft 
entirely unexception1ble, His tempor.uy dil1imu1ation, being abfolutely ne. 

ct:11:uy, could fcarcely be blameable. H"'e had received no truil: from that 
mu.ngrel, pretendtd, ufurping parliament whom he 'dethroned; therefore 

could betray none: He even refured to cany his dilfimulation {o far u 
to take the oath of abjuration againft the king, I confefs, however, that 
tlle Rev. Dr, Douglas has lhown me, fwm the Uareodon papers, an original 
letter of his to Sir Arthur Hazzleri~, containing very earnell, and certainly 

falfe protcflations of his zeal for a commonwealth. It is to be lamented, 

that J(, worthy a man, and of (uch plain manners, ihould ever have found it 
ncce{fary to carry his difiimulation to {uch a height, His family ended with 
hi' fon, 

unacceptable, 
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unacceptable, or would prove deficient. It was propofed C H .1. P. 
t 1 . fi · 1 h . LXV. o ay an tmpo 1t10n upon p ay oufes: The courtters ob-~ 

jetted, that the player~ were the king's f'!rvants, and a 1671. 

part of his pleafure. !:;ir John Coventry, a gentleman of 

the country party, a1'ked, " whether the king's pleafure 

" Jay among the male or the female players?" This 

frroke of fatirc was aimed at Charles, who, befides hiit 

mifireffes of higher qu~1ity, entertained ~t that time two 

aCl:reffes, Davis ana Nell Gwin. The kino- received not 0 . 

the raillery with the good humour, which might have 

been expeCl:ed. It was faid,.that this being the fidl: time, 

that refpcCl: to majefty had been publicly violated, it was 

neceffary, by fomc fevere chafiifement, to make Coventry 

an example to aa who might incline to tread in his foot-

fieps. Sands, Obrian, and fome _other officers of the 

guards were ordered to way-lay him, and to fet a mark 

upon him. He defended himfelf with bravery, and after 

wounding feveral of the affailants, was difarmed with , 

fome difficulty. They cut his nofe to the bone, in order, 

as they faid, to teach him what refpea he owed to the 

king. The commons were inflamed by this indignity 

offered to one of their members, on account of words 
fpoken in the houfe. They paffed a law, which made it Covenry 

capital to maim any perfon; and theY.. enatled, that thofe aCt. 

criminals, who h ;~ d affa·Jlted Coventry, iliould be inca-

pable of receiving a pardon from the crown. 

THERE was another private affair tranfaCl:ed about this 

time, by which the king was as much expofed to the im­

putation of a capricious lenity, as he was here blamed for 

unncceffary fevcrity. Blood, a diibanded cfficer of the 
proteCtor's, had been engaged ip the confpiracy for raifing 

an infurretlion in Ireland; and on account of this crime 

he himfelf had been attainted, and fome of his accom­

plices capitally puni!hed. The daring villain meditated B'.ooc's 

H~venge upon Ormond, the lord lieutenant. Having by crlmo. 

H h 3 artifice 
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c H A P. artifice drawn ofF the duke's footmen, he attacked his 
LX V' . h . h . . d 1 S J ' '---v---' coach m t e mg t time, as 1t rove a ong t. ames s 
167I, ftreet in London; and he made himfelf m after of his per­

fan. He might here have finifhed the crime, had he not 
meditated refinements in his vengeance: He was refolved 

to hang the duke at Tyburn; and for that purpofe bound 
him, and mounted him on horfeback behind one of his 
companions. They were advanced a good way into the 
fields_; when the duke, making efforts for his liberty, 
threw himfelf to the ground; and brought down with him 
the aifaffin to whom ~e was fafiened. They were firug· 
gling together in the mire; when Ormond's fervants, 

whom the alarm had reached, came and faved him. 

Blood and his companions, firi.ng their pifiols in a hurry 

at the duke, ro_de off, and f~ved themfelves by means of 
the darknefs. 

BucKI_NGHAM was at fidl-, with fome appearances of 
reafon, fufpetl:ed to be the author of tl;is attempt. His 

profligate character, and his enmity againfl: Ormond, ex­
p~fed him to that in putation. Offory foon after came to 
court; a'nl feeing Du~kingham fiand by the king, his 
colour rofe, and he could not forbear expreffing himfelf 
to this purpofe. " l\1y lord, I know w 11, that you are 
H at the bottom of this late attempt upon my father: 

" But I give you warning; if by any means he come to 
" a violent end, I fhall not be at a lofs to know the au­
" thor: I fha1l confider you as the aff2ffin : I fhali tre:1t 
" you as fuch; and where~er I meet you, I iliall pifiol 

· " you, though you fiood behind the king's chair; and ~ 
" tell it you in his majefl:y's prcfence, thJ.t you m~y be 
" fure I fhall not fail of performance i." If there was 

here any indecorum, it was cafily excufed in a generous 

youth, when his father's life was expofed to dan.ger. 

i Cartc;'s Ormond, v::l, ii, p. s~s. . . 
A LITTLE 
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' A LITTL:i after, Blood formed a defign of carrying off C H :- P. 

the crown and regalia from the Tower; a defign, to which~ 
he was prompted, as well by the furprifing boldnefs of 1671• 

the en.terprize, as by· the views of profit~ He was near 

fuccecding. He had bound and wounded Edwards, the 

keeper of the jewel-office, and had gottcn out of the 'Fowcr 

with his prey; but was overtaken and fei~ed, with fome 

of his aflociates. One of them was known to have been 

concerned in the attempt upon Ormond; and Blood was 

immediately concluded to be the ringleader. vVhen que-

ftioned, he frankly avowed the enterprize; b~t refufed to 

tell his accomplices. " The fear of death," he faid, 

(;' fhould never engage him, either to deny a guilt, or 

f' betray a friend." All thefe extraordinary circumftanccs 

made him the general fubjetl: of converfation; and the 

king was moved by an idle Q.Iriofity to fee and fpeak 

with a perfon, fo noted for his courage :md his crimes. 

Blood might now efieem himfe]f fecure of pardon; and he 

wanted not addrefs to improve the opportunity. He told 

Charles, that he had been engaged, with others, in a de-

fign to kili him with a carabine above Batterfea, where his 

majefiy often went to bathe: That the caufe of this refo-

lution was tne feverity exercifed over the confciences of 

the godly, in refl:raining the liberty of their religious af­

femblies: That when he had taken his fiand among the 

reeds, full of thefe bloody refolutions, he found his heart 

checked with an awe of majefiy; and he not only relent-

ed himfelf, but diverted his ailociatcs from their purpofe: 

T'hat he had long ago brought himfelf to an entire indif­

ference about life, whic~1 he now gave for loft; yet could 

he not forbear warning the king of the oaHger which 

might attend his execution: That his aftociates had bound 

themfelves by the ftri8:eil: oaths to revenge the death of any 

of the confederacy: And that no precaution or power cou1d 

fecure any o.J?.e from the efl~Cl:s of their dd ,crate refolu ... 

i'?.t:S•. 
Hh4 '\Vli.ETH '\. 
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c H A P. WHETHER thefe conliderations excited fear or admira .. 
LXV. ' . h k' h fi d h' r 1 . f . '--y--J twn m t e mg, t ey con rme Is re1o utwn o grantmg 
I671. a pardon to Blood; but he thought it a point of decency 

firfr to obtain the duke of Ormoncl's confent. Arlington 
came to Ormond in the king's name, and defired that he 
would not profecutc Blood, for reafons which he was 

commanded to give him. The duke replied, that his 
rnajeffy's commahds were the only reafon, that could be 

given; and being fufficient, he .might therefore fpare the 

refr. Charles carried his k indnefs to Blood frill farther: 

Duke de­

He granted' him an eftate of five hundred pounds a year in 
Ireland; he encouraged his attendance about his perfon; 

he !howed him great cou ntenance, and many applied to 
him for promoting the ir pretenfions at court. And while 

old Edwards, who had bravely ven ured his life, and had 

been wounded, in defendi ng the crown and regalia, was 
forgotten and negleCted, this man, who de(erved only to 
be frared at, and detefred as a monfter, became a kind of 
favourite. 

ERRORS of this nature in priv~te life have often as bad 
an influence as mifcarriages, in which the public is more 
immediate} y concerned. Another incident happened this 

year, which infufed a general difple~fure, and frill greater 
ap prehenfions, into all men. The dutchefs of York died; 
and in her laft ficknefs, lhe made open profeffion of the 

Romilh religion, and finifhed her life in that communion. 
This put an end to that thin difguile, whi~h the duke had 
hitherto worne; and he now openly d .. dared his conver­

fion to the church of ·Pome. Unaccountable terrors of 
cl:res hi~· popery, ever fince the acccffion of the houfe of Stuart, 
.e.£ c •. th he. . I h . 

had preva1 ~d t roughout the natiOn; but thefe had form-
e'r y been found fo groundlefs~, and had been ~mployed to 
fo any bad purpofes, that furmifes of this nature were 

r. e y to meet with the lefs credit among all men of fenfe; 

Llq nothing but the duke's imprude~t bigotry could have 

' . iO~lV i.Q''~ 
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convinced the whole nation of his change of religion. c H A P. 

Popery, which had hitherto been only a hideous fpeB:re, ~ 
was now become a real ground of terror; being openly 1671• 

and zcaloufly embraced by the heir to the crown, a prince 

of indufiry and enterprize; while the king himfelf was 

not entirely free from like fufpicions •. 

IT is probable, that the new alliance with France in­

fpired the duke with the courage to make open profeffion 

of his religion, and rendered him more carelefs of the 

affeCl:ions and efl:eem of the Engl i!h. This alliance be­
came every day more apparent, Temple was declared to 

be no longer ambafrador to the States; and Downing, 

whom the Dutch regarded as the inveterate enemy of their 

republic, was fent over in his fl:ead. A ground of quar­

rel was fought by means of a yacht, dilpatched for lady 

Temple. The captain failed through the Dutch fleet, 

which lay on their own coafts; and he had orders to 

make them fl:rike, to fire on them, and to perfevere till 

they fhould return his fire. The Dutch admiral, Van 

Ghent, furprifed at this bravado, came on board the 

yacht, and exprefred his willingnefs to pay rcfpeCl: to the 

Britilh flag, according to former practice: But that a 
fleet, on their own coafts, fuould {hike to a fingle veffel, 

and that not a fuip of war, was, he faid, fuch an inno­

vation, that he dudt not, without exprefs orders, agree 

to it. The captain, thinking it dangerous, as well as 

abfurJ, to renew firing in the midft of the Dutch fleet, 

continued his courfe; and for that pegleet of orders was 

committed to the Tower. 

THrs incident, however, furnHhed Downing with a 
new article to encreafe thofe vain pretences, on which it 

was purpofed to ground the intended rupture. The Eng­

li£h court delayed feveral months before they complained; 

left, if they had demanded fatisfaClion more early, the 

Dutch might have had time to grant it. Even when 

ow.ping delivered his memorial, he was bound by his 
in!huction$ 
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c .o A P. inflrut'tions not to accept of any fatisfatl:ion after a certain 
LXV. f cl . . f .. ~number o ays; a very 1mpenous manner o negot1atn~g., 

167x. and . impracticable in Holland, wpere the forms of the 
republic render delays abfolutely unavoidable. An an­
f~cr, however, though refufed by Dowi1ing, was fent 
over to Lo~dor:; with an ambaffador extraordinary, who 
had orders to ufe every expedient, that might give fatis­
fattion to the court of England. That court replied, that 

I 

the anfwer of the Hollanders was ambiguous and obfcure; 
but they would not fpecify the articles or expreffions, 
which were liable to that objettion. The Dutch. ambaf­
fador defired the Englilh minifl:er to draw the an wer in 
what terms they pleafed; and he engaged to fign it: The 
Engli1h miniflry replied, that it was not their bufinefs to 
draw •papers for the Dutch. The ambafTa~or brough~ 
them the draught of an article, and dked them whether 
it were fatisfatl:ory: The Englilh anfwered, that, when 
he had figned and delivered it, they would teil him their 
mind concerning it. The Dutchman refolved to fign it 
at a venture; and on his demanding a new audience, an 
l1our was appointed for . that purpofe: But when he at­
tended, the Englilh refufed to enter upon bufinefs, and 
told him, that the feafon for negotiating was now paft k. 

1 67:t," LoNG and frequent prorogations were made of the par-
liament; lefl the houfes fuould declare tliemfelves with 
vigour againfl counfels1 fo oppofite to the inclination a~ 
w-:11 as, interefts of the public. Could yve fuppofe, that 
Charles, in his ~lliance againft Holland, really meant the 
good of his people, that meafure rnuft pafs for an extra~ 
ordinary, nay, a romantic, firain of patriotifm, which 
<:ould kad. him, in fpitc of all di~culties, and even in 

k Er gland's Appea.l, p. 1.1.. This year, on the uth of November, died, if\ 
his re · r~at, and ill the 6oth year or his age, Thom"s lord Fairfax, who per­
formed many great at1ions, withcut being a memorable perfonJge, and allowed 

h:m'elf to b• carried in•o many criminal enterprizes, wi·h the beft and moft 
l>_pri h\ 'intentions. His daut.hter a.ad h!ir wa.s married to George Villiers., 
du!.:;; of Bud..:.in.gham, · 

fpittt 
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fpite of themfelves, to feek the welfar~ of the nation. c &:. P. 

But every fl:ep, which he took in this affair, became a "--..r-:-' 
proof to all men of pe-netration, that the prefent war was 167:H 

intended againfi the relic;ion and li berties of his own fub-

jeCl:s, even more than ag ain:/1 the Dutch themfelves. He 
now atl:ed in every thing, as if he were already: an abfo-

lute monarch, and was never more to lie under the con-

troul of national affem blies. 

~HE long prorogat ions of parliament, if they freed the 
king frofi!- the import t nate remonfl:rances of that affi m­

bly, were however attended with this inconvenience, that 

no money could be pr Jcured to carry on the m)iitary pre­

parations again11: Holland. Under pretence of maintain­

ing the triple league, which, ~t that very time, he had 

firmly refolvcd to break, Charles had obtained a large fup­

ply from the commons ; out th is money was fo on exhaufrcd 

by debts and expences. Franc:e .had fiipulated to pay two 

hundred thoufand pounJs a year during the war; but that 

fupply was inconfidcrable, compared to the immrnfe 

charge of the Engliib navy. It teemed as yet premature 

to venture on levy~ng monC'y, without confent of parlia­

ment.; fin~c the power of taxing then fdves was the pri­

vilege, of which the Eng!i vverc, \vith rcafon, particu­

larly jealous. Some other refource mult be fallen on. 

The ki"ng bad declarc.d, that the fr:afF of trcafurcr \vas 

ready for any me, that could find an expedient for fup­

plying the prefent necet1ities. Sh..flefbury d1'oppcd a hint 

to Clifford which the latter immediately feized, and car-
. ' ' 
ried to the king, who granted him the promifed rewAru, 

~o'Tether with a peerage.' This expedient wc:s the fhutting 

ur~ of the Exchequer, an.d the retaining of all rl c pay­
ments, which ibould be made into it. 

~ J T had b~en ufual for the ban_kcrs to crry their mo~cy :.d ;a"'nary. 

to the Exchf"quer, and to advance it upon fecurity of the ~:~~ c·1 ·~ er 
funds, ,by which they were afterwards re-imbur1cd, when 
· • the 
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c H A P. the money was levied on the public. The bankers, by 
LXV. . rJ. • h r . 
~ th1s trarpc, got e1g t, 10met1mes ten, per cent. for fums, 

t67z. which either had been configned to them without intereft, 

or which they had borrowed at fix per cent. : Profits, 

whith they dearly paid for by this egregious breach of 
pUblic faith. The meafure was fo fuddenly taken, that 
none had warning of the danger. A general confuiion 

prevailed in the city, follov.red by the ruin of many. 
The bankers flopped payment; the merchants could an· 
fwer no bills; di11rufi took place every where, with ~ 
ftagnation of commerce, by which the public was univer- . 

fally affetl:ed. And men, full of difmal apprehenfions, 
afked each other, what mufi be the fcope of thofe myfie .. 

rious counfels, whence the parliament and all men of 
honour were excluded, and which commenced by the for­

feiture of public credit, and an open violation of the mofr 

folemn engagements, both foreign and domefiic. 

"eclaration •• NOTHER meafure of the court contains fomething 
vf indul- ]a Jable, when confidered in itfe]f; but if we rchecr on geuc:e, 

the motive whence it proceeded, as well as the time when 

it \':as embraced, it will furnifu a firong proof of 'the 

arbitrary and dangerous counfels, purfued at prefent by 
the king and hi~ minifiry. Charles refolved to make ufe 

of his fupreme power in ecclefiafiical matters; a power, 

he faid, which was not only inherent in him, but which 
JSthMarch. had been recognized by feveral atl:s of parliament. By 

virtue of this authority, he iffued a proclamation; fuf .. 
pending the penal laws, enacted againfi all nonconformifis 

or recufants whatfoever; and granting to the proteftant 
diffenters the public exercife of their religion, to the ea .. 

tholics the exercife of it in private houfes. A fruitlefs 

experiment of this kind, oppofed by the parliament, and 
retratl:ed by the king, had already been made a few years 
after the refioration; but Charles expetl:ed, that the par­

liament, wl\eneve.r it 1hotlld meet, would now be tamed 

to 
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to greater fubmiffion, and would no longer dare to con- C H A P. 

l h. f M h'l h d"fi' 11. LXV. trou IS mea ureG. eanw 1 e, t e 1 enters, the mon.: ~ 

inveterate enemies of the court, were mollified by thefe 167a. 

indulgent maxims: And the catholics, under their lhel-

ter, enjoyed more liberty than the laws liad hitherto 

allowed th~m. 
AT the fame time, the aCl: of navigation was fu r.i-'" 

i y ro •al will and pleafure: A meafure, w, ich, th 

· a fir tc of prerogative, feemed uf ful 

'' ·1 ... ·1 t.. fca,men were em :ed 
na y. A like futpe f. ·~ 1 

fi ft D tch w r, a11d v s r. .u(.; rJ remat '"'-U; 

met h d, t ·ha t i .~e, en l.'!rtained lefs jealoufy of the 

clOwn. A r- oclamation was alfo iffued, containing rigo-

r us c aufes in favour of preffing: Another full of me-

n<.ces aga;nfr thofc who prcfumed to (peak undutifully of 

his majdty's meafurcs, and even againil: thofe who heard 

fuch difcourfe, unlefs they informed in due time againfr 

the ofFenders: Another ag1.inil: importing or vending any 

fort of painted earthen ware, " except thofe of China, 

" upon p~ in of being grievoufly fined, and fuffering the 

" utm punifhmcnt, which might be lawfully inflicted 

" upon contemners cf his majefiy's royal authority." 

An army had bee'n levied; and it was f<>und, that difci-

pline could not be enforced without the exercife of martial 

law, which was therefore efiab.lilhed by order of council, 

though contrary to the petition of right. All thefe acts 

of power, how little important foevet in themfelves, fa-

voured fi:rongly of arbitrary government, and were no-

wife fuitahle to that legal adminifrration, which the par-

liament, after fuch violent convulfions and civil wars~ 
had hoped to have eftablilhed in the kingdom. 

IT may be worth remarking, that the lord-keeper re­

fufed _to affix the great feal to the declaration for fufpending, 

the penal laws; and was for that reafon, though under 
other 
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c H'" A P. other pretences, removed from his office. Shafte!bury 
~was made chancellor in his place; and thus another mem-

167z.. ber of the Cabal received the reward of his counfels. 
Attack of FoREIGN tranfatl:!ons kept pace with thefe domefi:ic 
the :Sn• yrnl A b c t.: • t.~.:ct. occurrences. n attempt, e1ore tue dcclarat10n of war, 

was made on the Dutch Smyrna fleet by Sir Robert 
Ho1mes. This fleet confi!l:ed of feventy fail, valued at a 
million and a half; and the hopes of feizing fo rich a 
prey had been a great motive for engaging Charles in the 
prefent war, and he had confidcred that capture as a prin­
cipal refource for fupporting his military enterprizes. 
Holmes, with nine frigates and three yachts, had orders 
to go on this command ; and he paired _Sprague in the 
channel, who was returning with a fquadron from a 
cruize in the Mediterranean. Sprague informed him of 
the near approach of the I{ollanders ; and had not Holmes, 

from a defire of cngroffing the honour and profit of the 
enterprize, kept the iecrct of his orders, the conjunction 
of thcfe fquadrons had rendered the fuccefs infallible. 
\Vhen Holmes approached the Dutch, he put on an ami-

J,>thMarcb·cab1e appearance, and invited the admiral, Van Nefs, 
who commanded the convoy, to come on board of him; 
One of his captains gave a l ike infidious invitation to the 
rear-admiral. But thefe officers were on their guard. 
They had received an intimation of the hofi:ile intentions 

of the Englifh, and had already put all the fhips of war 
and merchant-men in an excellent po!l:ure of defence. 
Three times were they valiantly affailed by the Engli{h; 
and as often did they valiantly defend themfelves. In the 

. third attack one of the Dutch fuips of war was taken: 
~nd three or four of their mofl: inconfide1 able merchant­
men fell into the enemies' hands. Tlie rc!l:, fighting 

ith !kill and courage, continued their courfe; and fa­
voured by a mifl:, got fafe into their own harbours. This 
attempt is denominated perfidious and pyr.:.tical by the 

Dutch 
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butch writers, and even by many of the Englifh. ltC H ~ ,P 

merits at leafr the appellation of irregular; and as it had~ 
been attended with bad fuccefs, it brought double fhame 167z.. 

'Upon the contrivers. The Engliili minifrry endeavoured 

to apologize for the action, by pretending that it was a 

cafual rencounter, arifing from the obfrinacy of the Dutch, 
in refuting the honours of the Rag: But the contrary was 

fo well known, that even Holmes himfelf had · not thit 

affurance to perfifr in this affeveration. 

TILL this incident the States, notwithfianding all the 
menaces and preparations of the Englilh, never believed 

them thoroughly in earnefi; and had always expeCted~ 
that the affair would terminate, either in fame demands 

of money, or in fome propofals for the advancement of 

H1e prince of Orange. The French themfcl ves had never 

much reckoned on affifiance from England; and fcarcely 

could believe, that their ambitious projeCl:s wou.d, con­

trary to every maxim of honour and policy, be fon:>o•arded 

by that power, which was mofr intcrcHcd, and mofi ~ble 

to oppofe them. But Charles was too far ad\'anced to 

retreat. He immediately iffued a declaration of war t?thMarcn. 

againfl: the Dutch; and furely reafons more falfe and fri- ~~:~dci:: i tlt 
volous never were employed to j ufi:ify a flagrant violation Holla:1d. 

of treaty. Some complaints are there made of injuries 

<lone to the Eafr India company, which yet that company 

difavowed: The detention of fome Engli{h in Surinam 

is mentioned ; though it appears, that thefe pcrfons had 

voluntarily remained ,there: The .refufal of a Dutc~1 fleet 

on their own coafl:s to £hike to an Englifh yacht, is much 

a(.ro-ravated : And to piece up all thcfe prctenf:ons, fome 
o:::> 

abufive piCl:ures are mentioned, and reprefcnted as!'! ground 

of quarrel. The Dutch were long at a !ofs hat to 

make of this article; till it was difcovered, that a por .. rait 

of Cornelius de \Vit, brother to the penfion ary, painted 

y order of certain magiftr;1tc~ of Dor.t, ax.d hung up in 
8 a 



4-fte HISTORY OF GREA 1' BRITAIN. 

c ~ A P. a chamber of the town houfe, had given occafion to th6 

~complaint. In the perfpeB:ive of this portrait, the 
167z.. painter had drawn fome fhips on fire in a harbour. This 

was conftrued to be Chatham, where de Wit had really 
diftinguilhed himfelf, and had acquired honour; but 

little did he imagine, that, while the infult itfelf, com­

mitted in open war, had fo long been forgiven, the 
piCture of it lhould draw fuch fevere Vengeance upon his 

country. The conclufion of this manifefl:o, where the 

king fli-11 profdfcd his refolution of adhering to the triple 

alliance, was of a piece with the reft of it. 
LEWis's declaration of war contained more dignity, 

if undifguifed violence and injufiice could merit that 
appellation. He pretended only, that the behaviour of 

the Hollanders had been fuch, that it did not confift with 

his glory any longer to bear it. That monarch's prepa­

rations were in great forwardne(s; and his ambition wa3 

flattered with the moft promifing views of fuccefs • . 
Sweden was detached from the triple league: The bilhop 

of Munfl:er was engaged by. the payment of fubfidies to 

take part with France: The elector of Cologne had 

entered into the fame alliance; and having configned 

Bonne and other towns into the hands of Lewis, maga­

zines were there ereCted; and it was from that quarter 

that France purpofed to invade the United Provinces. 

The ftanding force of that kingdom amounted to a 

hundred and eighty thoufand me,n; and with more than 

half of this great army was the French king now ap­

proa~hing to the Dutch frontiers. T'he order, ceconomy; 
and induftry of Colbert, equally fubfervient to the am­

bition of the prince and happinefs of the people, fur­
nilhed unexhaufred treafures : Thefe, employed by tha 

\lnrelenting vigilance of Louvois, fupplicd every military 

preparation, and facilitated all the enterprizes of the 

army: Conde, Turennc, ferondcd hy Luxembourg, 
Crequi, · 
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Crequi, and the mofr renowned generals of the age, C H A P. 

d 
r:: • LXV. 

con udcd this army, and by their cpnduB: and reputation '--y----1 

infpired courage into every one. The monarch himfelf, 1
671.. 

furrounded with a brave nobility, animated his troops by 
the profpea of reward, or, what was more valued, by 

the hopes of his approbation. The fatigues of war gave 

no interruption to gaiety: Its dangers furnifhed matter 

for glory : And in no enterprize did the genius of that 

gallant and polite people ever break out with more difiin-

guifhed lufrre. 

THouGH de Wit's intelligence in foreign courts was 

not equal to the vigilance of his domefric adminifl:ration, 
he had, long before, received many furmifes of this fatal 

confederacy; but he prepared not for defence, fo early or 
with fuch induftry, as the danger required. A union of 

England with France was evidently, he faw, deftrutlive 

to the interefrs of the former kingdom; and therefore, 

overlooking or ignorant of the humours and fecret views 

of Charles, he concluded it impoffible, that fuch per­

nicious projects could ever really be carried into exe~ution. 
Secure in this fallacious rcafoning, he allowed the repub­
lic to remain too long in that defencelefs fituation, into 

which many concurring accidents had confpired to throw 

her. 
BY a continued and fuccelsful application to commerce, Weaknefs 

the people were become unwarlike, and confided entirely ~~a~~s: 
for their defence in that mercenary army, which they 

maintained. After the treaty of Vvefiphalia, the States, 
trufting to their peace with Spain, and their alliance with 
France, had broken a great part of this army, and did 
not fupport with fufficient vigilance the difcipline of the 

troops which remained. '\Vhen the ariftocratic party 

prevailed, it was thought prudent to difmifs many of the 
old experienced officers, who were devoted to the houfe 
~f Orange; and their place was fupp1ied by raw youths, 

VoL. VII. 1 i the 
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c ff 1\ P the fons or kinfmen of burgoma£l:ers, by whofe interefl: 
LJV. the party was fupported. Thefe new officers, relying on 

16·z. the credit of their friends and family, negleB:ed their 

military duty; and fome of them, it is faid, were even 

allowed to ferve by deputies, to whom they affigned a 

fmall part of their pay. During the war with England, 

- all the forces of that nati·on had been difuanded : Lewis's 
invafion of Flanders, followed by the triple league, 

occafioned the d if miffion of the French regiments : And 

the place of thefe troops, which had ever had a chief 

fhare in the honour and fortune of all the wars in the 

Low Countries, had. not been fupplied by any new levies. 

DE Wit, fenfible of this dangerous fituation, and 

alarmed by the reports which came from all quarters, 

€xerted himfelf to fupply thofe defeCts, to which it was 

not eafy of a fudden to provide a fuitable remedy. But 

every propofal, which he could make, met with oppofition 

from the Orange party, now become extremely formidable. 

The long and uncontrouled admini!hation of this fbtef­
man had begotten envy: The prefent incidents roufed up 

his enemies and opponents, who afcribed to his mif• 

conduB: alone the bac fituation of the republic: And, 

above all, the popular affe8ion to the young prince, 

which had fo long been held in violent confiraint, and 

had thence acquired new acceffion of force, began to 

difplay itfelf, and to threaten the commonwealth witli 

fome great convulfion. William Ill, prince of Orange, 

was in the twenty-fecond year of his age, and gave fhong 

indications of thofe great qualities, by which his life was 

afterwards fo much difi:inguifhed. De Wit himfelf, by 

giving him an excellent education, and inftru8ing him 
in all the principles of government and found policy, 
had generoufly contributed to ma~e his rival formidable. 

Dreading the precarious fituation of his own party, he 
was always refolved, he faid, by conveying to the prince 

the 
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the knowledge of afFairs, to render hin canable of ferving C :F. A P. 

h. 'f IL ' LCV. 1s country, 1 any future emergence lllOuld ever throw '--r---1 
the adminifiratjon into his hands. The conduCl: of J 17~· 

\Villiam had hitherto been extremely laudable. Not­
withfranding his powerful alliances with England and 
Brandenburgh, he had exprefled his refolution of depend-
ing entirely on the States for his advancement; and the 
whole tenor of his behaviour fuited extreme! y the genius 

of that people. Silent and thoughtful; given to hear 
:and to enquire; of a found and fieady underfranding; 

firm in what he once refolvcd, or once denied; fl:rongly 
intent on bufinefs, little on pleafure: By thcfe virtues he 
engaged the attention of all men. And the people, fen-
fible that they owed their liberty, and very exifrence, 
to his family, and remembering, that his great uncle, 
Maurice, had been able, even in more early youth, to 
defend them againfl: the exorbitant power of Spain, were 
defirous of railing this prince to all the authority of his 
anceftors, and hoped, from his valour and conduCt alone, 
to receive proteCtion againft thofe imminent dangers, 
with which they were at prefent threatened. 

WHILE thefe two powerful faCtions firugglcd for fu­
periority, every fcheme for defence was oppofed, every 
projeCt retarded. What was determined with difficulty, 
was executed without vigour. Levies inaeed were made, 
and the army compleated to feventy thoufand men 1 : The 
prince was appointed both general and admiral of the 
commonwealth, and the whole military power was put 
into his hands. But new troops could not of a fudden 
:acquire dikipline and experience: And the partizans of 
the prince were frill unfatisfied, as long as the perpetual 
edit!, [o it was called, remained in force; by which he 
was exclucfed from the fiadtholdedhip, and from all !hare 

in the civil adminifhation. 

1 Temple, vol. i. p. 75• 

I i 2 
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cHAP. IT had always been the maxim of de Wit's par·y to 
LXV. 1 . 1 1r • . h d . h ~ cu ttvate nava anatrs wn extreme care, an to gtve t e 

167z. fleet a preference above the army, which they reprefentcd 

as the object of an unreafonable partiality in the princes 
of Orange. The two violent wars, which had of late 
been waged with England, had exercifed the valour, and 

improved the fkill of the failors. And, above all, de Ruyter, 
the greate£1: fea commander of the age, was clofely con­

nected with the Lovefiein party; and every one wa~ dif­

pofed, with confidence and alacrity, to obey him. The 

equipment of the fleet was therefore hafi:ened by de Wit; 

in hopes, that, by fi:riking at fidl: a fuccefsful bloV~, he 
might infpire courage into the difmayed States, and fup­

port his own declining authority. He feems to have 

been, in a peculiar manner, incenfed againfi the Englilh; 

and he refolved to take revenge on them for their con1ucr, 

of which, he thought, he himfelf and his country had 

fuch reafon to complain. By the offer of a c]ofe alliance 

for mutual defence, they had feduced the republic to quit 

the alliance of France; but no fooner had fhe emb~aced 

thefe meafures, than they formed leagues for her dehuc­

tion, with that very power, which they had treache1oufly 

engaged her to offend. In the midft: of full peace, nay, 

outing an intimate union, they attacked her comnerce, 
her only means of fabfificnce; and, moved by lha111eful 

rapacity, had invaded that property, which, from a re­

liance on their faith, they had hoped to find mpro­
t~B:ed and defencelefs. Contrary to their own mcmifefr 

interefr, as well as to their honour, they fi:ill retained a 
malignant refentment for her fuccefsful conclufion of the 

former war; a war, which had, at firfr, fprung from 

their own wanton infolcnce and ambition. To nprefs 
fo dangerous an enemy, would, de Wit imaginedl give 
peculiar pleafure, and contribute to the future fecurity 

of his country, whofc profperity was fo much the objeCt 

. of ~eneral envy. 
AcTUA TEIJ 
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AcTUATED by like motives and views, de Ruyter put CH A P. 
LXV. 

to [(a with a formidable fleet, confifting of ninety-one~ 
1hipsof war and forty-four fire-fuips. Cornelius de Wit 167~. 
was Jn board, as deputy from the States. They failed in 
quefi of the Englifh, who were under the command of 

the duke of York, and who had already joined the French 
unda· Marefchal d'Etrees. The combined fleets lay at nattle of 

Solday in avery negligent pofiure; and Sandwich, being S~lebaMy. 2. otn ay. 
an erperienced officer, had given the duke warning of 
the 'anger; but received, it is faid, fuch an anfwcr as 

intimated, that there was more of caution than of courage 
in hs apprehenfions. Upon the appearance of the enemy, 

ever! one ran to his poft with precipitation, and many ' 

:lhip: were obliged to cut their cables, in order to be in 

read nefs. Sandwich commanded the van; and though 

clete·mined to conquer or to perifh, he fo tempered his 
coutage with prudence, that the whole fleet was vifib1y 

indroted to him for its fafety. He hafiened out of the 

bay
1 

where it had been eafy for de Ruyter with his fire­

:lhip; to have defiroyed the combined fleets, which were 

crovded together; and by this wife meafure he gave time 

to the duke of York, who commanded the main body, 

and to marefchal d'Etn!es, admiral of the rear, to dif­

engLge themfelves. He himfelf meanwhile rufhed into 

batrle with the Hollanders; and by prefenting himfelf to 
eve1y danger, had drawn upon him all the bravefi of the 
enenv. He killed Van Ghent, a Dutch admiral, and 
bea: ~ff his £hip: He funk another fuip, which ventured 

to hy him aboard: He funk three fire-fhips, which en­

clearoured to grapple with him: And though his veffel 
wa~ torn in pieces with £hot, and of a thoufand men 
£he contained, near fix hundred were laid dead upon the 
decc, he continued frill to thunder with all his artillery 

in the midfr of the enemy. But another fire.fhip, more 

forlunate than the preceding, having laid hold of his 
I i 3 veffel, 
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C .H A P. veffel, her defhuetion was now inevitable. Warned by 
......:~~Sir Edward Haddock, l~is captain, he refufed to make his 

· 1672. efcape, and bravely embraced death os a fuelter from that 
Sandwich 
killed. ignominy, wh1ch a rafh expreffion of the duke's, he 

thought, had thrown upon him. 

DuRING this fierce engagement with Sandwich, de 
RuyLer remained not inac1ive. He attacked the duke of 
York, and fought him with fuch fury for above two 
hours, that of two and thirty aCl:ions, in which that 
admiral had een engaged, he declared this corn bat to 
be the mofl: obftinately difput~d. The duke's fhip was fo 
fhattered, that he was obliged to leave her, and remove 
his flag to another. His fquadron was overpowered vvith 

numbers; till Sir Jofeph Jordan, who had fucceeded to 
Sandwich's command, came to his affiilance; and the 
fight, being more equally balanced, was continued till 
night, when the Dutch retired, and were not followed 
by the Englifu. 'I'he ]ofs fufi:ained by the fleet" of the 
two maritime powers was nearly equaJ, if it did not 
rather fa1l more heavy on the Englilh. 'fhe French fuf­
fered very little, becaufe they had fcarccly been engaged 
in the action; and as fhis backwardncfs is not their na­
tional character, it was concluded, that they had received 
fecret orders to fpare their !hips, while the Dutch and 

' Engliih iliould weaken each other by their mutual ani­
mofity. Almoft all the other aClions during the prefent 
war tended to confirm this fufpicion. 

IT might be deemed honourable for the Dutch to have 
fought with fome advantage the combined fleets of two 
fuch powerful nations; but nothing lefs than a complete 
viB:ory could ferve the purpofe of de Wit, or fave his 
<;ountry from thofe calamities, which from every quarter 
threatened to overwhelm her. He had ex peCl:ed, that the 
French would make their attack on the fide of Iviaefiricht, 
which was well fort1fic.d, and provided with a good 

3 garrifon; 
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garrifon; but Lewis, taking advantage of his alliance c H A P. 

· C 1 . LXV. 

With o ogne, refolved to mvade the enemy on that~ 

frontier, which he knew to be more feeble and defence- 167a. 

lefs. The armies of that eletl:or, and thofe of Munfier 

appeared on the other fide of the Rhine, and divided the 

force and attention of the States. The Dutch' troops, 

too weak to defend fo extenfive a frontier, wer:.e fcattered 

into fo many towns, that no confiderable body remained 

in the field; and a fl:rong garrifon was fcarcely to be 

found in any fortrefs. Lewis pafied the lVIeu!e at Vifet; 1 4th May. 

'and laying fiege to Orfoi, a town cf the eleetor of Bran- Progrefs of 

d b h' b . r d b h D h h . d . . the French, 

en urg s, ut garn1one y t e utc , e carne 1t m 

three days. He divided his army, and invefted at once 

Burik, Wefcl, Emerik, and Rhimbcrg, four places regu- # 

larly fortified, and not unprovided with troops; In a few 

days all thefe places were furrendered. A general afio­

niiliment h1d feized the Hollanders, from the combination 

of fuch powerful princes againft the republic; and no 

where was refifiance made, fuitable to the ancient glory 

or prefent greatnefs of the £late. Governors without 

experience commanded troops without difcipline; and 

defpair had univerfally extinguiilied that fenfe of honour, 

by which alone, men, in fuch dangerous extremities, 

can be animated to a valorous defence. 

LEWI s advanced to the banks of the Rhine, which he zd June, 

prepared to pafs. 1"'o all the other calamities of the 

Dutch was added the extreme drought of the feafon, by 

which the greatefr rivers were much diminiilied, and in 

fome places rendered fordable. The French cavalry, 

animated by the prefence of their prince, full of impetu-

, ous courage, but ranged in exaCl: order, flung themfelves 

into the river: The infantry paffed in boats: A few 

regiments of Dutch appeared on the other fide, who were 

unable to make refifrance. And thus was executed with-

1 i + out 
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e H A r. out danger, but not without glory, the paffage of the 
~Rhine; fo much celebrated, at that time, by the flattery 

1671'• ot· the French courtiers, and tranfmittcd to profrerity by 
the more durable flattery of their poets. 

EAcH fuccc[s added courage to the conquerors, and 
flruck the vanqui!hed with difmay. The prince of 

Orange, though prudent beyond his ~ge, was but newly 

advanced to the command, unacquaintcd with the army, 

unknown to them; and all men, by reafon of the violent 

factions which prevailed, were uncertain of the authority 
on which they mufr depend. It was expected, that the 

fort of Skink, famous for 1the fieges which it had for­
merly fuftained, would make fome refifiance; but it 

yielded to Turenne in a few days. The fame general 

made himfelf mafic.t: of Arnhe!m, Knotzembourg, and 
Nimcguen, as foon as he appeared before them. Doe[~ 

bourg at the fame time opened its gates to Lewis: Soon 

,after, Hardcrwic, Amersfort, Campen, Rhenen, Viane, 

Elberg, Zwol, Cuilemberg, vVageninguen, Lochem, 

\Voerden, fell into the enemies' hands. Groll and 

Deventer furrendercd to the marefchal Luxembourg, 
who commanded the troops of Munfier. And every 

hour brought to the States news of the rapid progrefs of 

the French, and of the cowardly defen<;e of their owq 

garrifons. 

THE prince of Orar.ge, with his fmall and difcouraged 

army, retired into t~e province of Holland; where he 

~xpetled, from the natural fhength of the country, fince 
all human art and courage failed, to be able to make fome 

~efiftance. The town and province of Utrecht fent de­

puties, and furrendered themfelves to Lewis. N aerdcn, 

~ place within three leagues of Amfrcrdam, was feizcd 

l>y th~ mar~uis of Rochfort, and had he pulhed on to 
· ~uyden~ 
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Muydcn, he had eafily gotten poffeffion of it. Fourteen c H A P. 

{hagglers of his arm~ having appeared before the gates of~:._, 
that town, the magdl:rates fent them the keys; but a 167z. 

fervant maid, who was alone in the cafilc, having raifed 
the drawbridge, kept them from taking poffeffion of that 
fortrefs. The magi!l:rates afterwards, finding the party 
fo weak, made them drunk, and took the keys from them. 
Muydcn is fo near to Amflerdam, that its cannon may 

infeft the fuips which enter that city. 

LEWI~ with a fplendid court made a folemn entry into zsth June~ 

Utrecht, full of glory, becaufe every where attended with 

fuccefs; though more owing to the cowardice and miC­
conduct of his enemies, than to his own valour or pru-
dence. Three provinces were already in his hands, 

Guelderland, Overyife1, and Utrecht; Groninghen was 

threatened; Friezeland was expofed: The only difficulty 
lay in Holland and Zealand; and the monarch deliberated 
concerning the proper meafures for reducing them. 
Conde and Turenne exhorted him to difmantle all the 

towns, which he had taken, except a few; and fortifying 
his main army by the garrifons, put himfelf in a condi-

tion of pufuing his conquefl:s. Louvois, hoping that 
the other provinces, weak and difmayed, would prove an 

eafy prey, advifed him to keep poffeffion of places, which 
might afterwards ferve to retain the people in fubjeetion. 
His council was followed; though it was found, foon 

after, to have been the m oft impolitic. 
MEANWHILE the people, throughout the republic, in- ~onftefrnha~ t10n o t e 

fiead of colleB:ing a noble indignation again!l: the haughty Dutch. 

conqueror, difcharged their rage upon their own unhappy 
minifier, on whofe prudence and integrity every one 
formerly befl:owed the merited applaufe. The bad condi-
tion of the armies was laid to his charge : The ill choice 

of governors was afcribed to his partiality: As infiances 
gf cowardice multiplied, treachery was fufpeCl:ed; and his 

former 
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c H A P. former connections with France being remembered, the 
LXV. . cl h h d h" . ~,;---~populace beheve , t at e an ts partizans had now 
Jip. combined to betray them to their mofi mortal enemy. The 

prince of Orange, notwithfianding his youth and inex­
perience, was looked on as the only faviour of the fiate; 
and men were violently driven by their fears into his par­
ty, to which they had always been led by favour and 
inclination. 

AMSTERDAM alone feemed to retain fome courage; 
and by forming a regular plan of defence, endeavoured to 
infufe fpirit into the other cities. The magifirates ob. 
liged the burgeffes to keep a firitl watch: The populace, 
whom want of employment might engage to mutiny, 
were maintained by regular pay, and armed for the de­
fence of the public. Some fhips, which lay ufelefs in 
the harbour, were refitted, and flationed to guard the city: 
And the fluices being opened, the neighbouring country, 
without regard to the damage fufiained, was laid under 
water. All t~e province followed the example, and 
fcrupled not, in this extremity, to refiore to the fea thofe 
fertile fields, which with great art and expence had been 
won from it. 

THE fi:ates were affcmbled, to confider, whether any 
means were left to fave tl e remains of their lately :Hou­
ri!'ning, and now difirefled Commonwealth. Though 
they were furrounded wi h W~'.ters, which barred all ac­
cefs to the enemy, their deliberations were not conduB:ed 
with that tranquillity, which could alone fuggefr mea­
fure, proper to extricate them from their prefent diffi­
culties. The nobles gave their vote, that, provided their 
religion, liberty, and fovereignty could be faved, every 
thing elfe fhould without fcruple be facrificed to the con· 
queror. Eleven tow~s concurred in the fame fentiments. 
Amfrerdam fing1y declared againfr all treaty with infolent 
and triumphant enemies: But notwithfranding that oppo-

fition, 
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lition, ambafTadors were difpatched to implore the pity ofC H A P. 

~he two combined monarchs. It was refolved to facrifice ~ 
to Lewis, Maeftricht and all the frontier towns, which 1672.. 

lay without the bounds of the feven provinces; and to pay 

him a large fum for the charges of the war. 

LEWIS deliberated with his minifters Louvois and 

Pomponne, concerning the meafures which he fuould 

embrace in the prefent emergence; and fortunately for 

Europe, he frill preferred the violent counfels of the for­

mer. He offered to evacuate his conquefis on condition, 

that all duties lately impofed on the commodities of France, 

:£hould be taken off: That the public exercife of the 

Romi£h religion fhould be permitted in the United Pro­

vinces; the churches fhared with the catholics; and their 

priefts maintained by appointments from the States: That 

all the frontier towns of the republic fuould be yielded to 

him, together with Nimeguen, Skink, Knotzembourg, 

and that part of Guelderland which lay on the other fide 

of. the Rhine; as likewife the i1le of Bommel, that of 

Voorn, the fortrefs of St. Andrew, thofe of Louvef­

tein and Crevec~ur: That the States fhould pay him the 

fum of twenty millions of livres for the charges of the 

war: That they fuould every year fend him a folemn 

embafTy, and prefent him with a golden medal, as an ac­

knowledgment, that they owed to him the prefervation of 

that liberty, which, by the affifiance of his predeccfiors, 

they had formerly acquired : And that they fuould give 

entire fatisfaCtion to the king of England: And he al­
lowed them but ten days for the acceptance of thefe 

demands. 
THE ambaffadors, fent to London, met with fl:ill worfe 

reception: No minifi:er was allowed to treat with them; 

and they were retained in a kind of confinement. But 

notwithfianding this rigorous conduCt of the court, 

the prcfence of the Dutch amba[adors excited the fenti ... 
ments 
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c H A P. ments of tender comp<lffion, and even indignation, among 

~the people in general, efpecially among thofe who could 
1 67~· forefee the aim and refult of thofe dangerous counfels. 

The two moft powerful monarchs, they faid, in Europe, 

the one by land, the other by fea, have, contrary to the 
faith of folemn treaties, combined to exterminate an illu­
ftrious republic: What a difmal profpetl: does their fuc- · 

ccfs afford to the neighbours of the one, and to the fubjetls 
of the other? Charles had formed the triple league, in 

order to reftrain the power of France: A fure proof, that 

he does not now err from ignorance. He had courted and 

obtained the applaufes of his people by that wife meafure: 
As he now adopts contrary counfels, he muft furely exp~Cl: 
by their means to render himfelf independent of his people, 
whofe fentiments are become fo indifferent to him. Dur­

ing the entire fubmiffion of the nation, and dutiful beha­

viour of the parliament, dangerous projeCl:s, without 

provocation, are formed to reduce them to fubjeCtion; 

and all the foreign interefrs of the people arc facrificed, in 

order the more furely to bereave them of their domefiic 

liberties. Left any infrance of freedom lhould remain 
within their view, the United Provinces, the real barrier 

of England, muft be abandoned to the moft dangerous 

enemy of England; and by an univerfal combination of 

tyranny againft laws and liberty, all mankind, who have 

retained, in any degree, their precious, though hitherto 

precarious, birthrights, are for ever to fubmit to flavery 

and injufiice. 

'I'HoUGH the fear of giving umbrage to his confederate 

had engaged Charles to treat the Dutch a~baifadors with 

fuch rigour, he was not altogether without uneafinefs, 

on account of the rapid and unexpected progrefs of the 

French arms. vVere Holland entirely conquered, its 
whole commerce and naval force, he perceived, muft 

become an acceffion to France; the Spaniili Low Coun-
trie 
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tries mufl: foon follow ; and Lewis, now independent of C H A P. 

his ally, would no longer think it his interefl: to fupport ~~ 
him againft his difcontented fubjetl:s. Charles, though l6p .• 

he never carried his attention to very difiant coni~-
qucnces, could not but forefee. thefe obvious events; and 

though incapable of envy or jealoufy, he was touched 

with anxiety, when he found every thing yield to the 

F:cnch arms, while fuch vigorous refifiance was made 

to his own. He foon difmiffed the Dutch arnba!fadors, 

left they fhould cabal among his fubjetl:s., who bore them 

great favour: But he fent over Buckingham and Ar1ing-

ton, and foon after lord Halifax, to negotiate anew with. 

the French king, in the prefent profperous fituati~n of 

that monarch's affairs. 

THESE minifiers paffed through Holland; and as they 

were fuppofed to bring peace to the difrreffcd republic, 

they were every where received with the loudefr accla-

' mations. " God blefs the king of England ! God blefs 

" the prince of Orange ! Confufion to the States !" 
This was every where the cry of the populace. The 
ambaffadors had feveral conferences with the States and 

the prince of Orange; but made no reafonable advances 

towards an accommodation. They went to Utrecht, where 

they renewed .the league with Lewis, and agreed, that nei­

ther of the kings fhould make peace with Holland but by 

common confent. They next gave in their pretcnfions, 

()f which the following are the principal articles : That 

the Dutch lhould give up the honour of the flag, with­

()Ut the leaft re(erve or li!Ditation; nor flwuld whole 

fleets, even on the coaft of Holland, refufe to {hike or 

lower their topfails to the fmalleft ihip, carrying the Bri­
tifh flag: That all perfons, guilty of treafon againft the 

kino- or of writin~ fcditious libels, £hould, on com-
o' ...... 

plaint, be banilhed for ever the dominions of the States: 

That the Dutch fhould pay the king a million ficrling 
tow~n'$ 
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c 1-1 A P. towards the charges of the war, together with ten thou-
LXV. r ']i fi!h h B · '!h "---v--'fand pounds a-year, 10r perm1110n to on t e rltl 
J67z., £(as : 'I'hat they fhould {hare the Indian trade with the 

Englifh: That the prince of Orange and his defcend­
ants fhould enjoy the fovereignty of the United Provinces; 
at lcafl:, that they fhould be invefied with the dignities of 
Stadtholder, Admiral and General, in as ample a man­

ner as had ever been enjoyed by any of his ancefiors: 
And 'that the ifle of Walcheren, the city and cafile of Sluis, 
together with the ifles of eadfant, Gon~e, and Vorn;, 
ihould be put into the king's hands, as a fecurity for the 
performance of articles, 

T'HE terms propofed by Lewis bereaved the republic 
of all fecurity againfr any invafion by land from France: 
Thofe demanded by Charles expofed them equally to an 
invafion by fea from England : And when both were 
united, they appeared abfolutely intolerable, and reduced 
the Hollanders, who faw no means of defence, to the 
utmofi: defpair. What extremely augmented their difhefs, 
were the violent faCt-ions, with which they continued to 
be every where agitated. De Wit, too pertinacious in 
defence of his own fyfiem of liberty, while the very being 
of the Commonwealth was threatened, frill perfevered in 
oppofing the repeal of the perpetual ediCt, now become 

3oth June. the objeB: of horror to the Dutch populace. Their rage 
at lafi: broke all bounds, and bore every thing before it • 
. They rofe in an infurretl:ion at Dort, and by'force con­
firained their burgo-mafiers to fign the repeal, fo much 
demanded. This proved a fignal of a general revolt 
throughout all the provinces. 

Prince of AT Amfierdam, the Hague, l\1iddlebourg, Ratter· 
Oradngh. eld dam, the people flew to arms, and trampling under foot Sta t o er. 

· the authority of their magifirates, obliged them to fubmit 
to the prince of Orange. They expe1led from their office 
fuch ai difpleafed them: They required the prince to ap­

point 

I 
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point others in their place: And agreeably to the proceed·C H A P. 

ings of the populace in all ages, provided they might~ 
wreak their vengeance on their fuperiors, they exprcffed 167s. 

great indifference for the protection of their civil liberties. 

THE fuperior talents and virtues of de Wit made him, 

on this occafion, the chief object of envy, and expofed 

him to the utmoft rage of popular prejudice. Four affaf· 

fins, actuated by no other motive than miftaken zeal, had 

affaulted him in the ftreets; and after giving him many 

wounds, had left him for dead. One of them was pu­

niihed : 'I'he others were never queftioned for the crime. 

His brother, Cornelius, who had behaved with prudence 

and courage on board the fleet, was obliged by ficknefs to 

come alhore; and he was now confined to his houfe at 

Dort. Some affaffins broke in upon him; and it was 

with the utmofr difficulty that his family ;nd fervants 

could repel their violence. At Amfterdam, the houfe of 

the brave de Ruyter, the fole refource of the difireffe~ 

commonwealth, was furrounded by the enraged populace; 

and his wife and children were for fome time expofed · to 

the mofr imminent danger. 

ONE Tichelaer, a barber, a man noted for infamy, 

accufed Cornelius de Wit of endeavouring by bribes t.o 

engage him in the defign of poifoning the prince of · 

Orange. The accufation, though attended with the moft 

improbable and even abfurd circumftances, was greedily 

received by the credulous multitude; and Cornelius was 

cited before a court of judicature. The judge::: , either 

blinded by the fame prejudices, or not daring to oppofe 

the popular torrent, condemned him to fuffer the quefiion. 

This man, who had bravely ferved his country in war, and 

who had been invefted with the hig,heft dignities, was 
1 delivered into the hands of the executioner, and torn in 

pieces by the mofi: inhuman torments. Amidfr the fe­

vere a6onies which he endured, he frill made proteftations 
of 
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c H A P. of his innocence, and frequently repeated an ode of Ho­

~ race, which contained fentiments fuited to his deplorable 

167z.. condition : 

Jujlum et tenacem propofiti virum, &c. m. 

THE judges, however, condemned him to lofe his 

offices, and to be banilhed the commonwealth. The 

penfionary, who had not been terrified from performing 

the part of a kind brother, and faithful friend during this 

profecution, refolved not to defert him on account of the 

unmerited infamy, which was endeavoured to be thrown 
M11Tacre of 
the de Wits. upon him. He came to his brother's prifon, determined 

to accompany him to the place of his exile. The fighal 

was given to the populace. They rofe in arms : They 

broke open the doors of the prifon ; they pulled out the 

' two brothers ; and a thoufand hands vied who lhould firfi: 

be imbrued in their blood. Even their dea.th did not fa­

tiate the brutal rage of the multitude. They cxercifed on 

the dead bodies of thofe virtuous citizens, indignities to<> 

m Which may be thus tranflated. 

Th•! man, whofe mind on virtue bent• 

Purfues fome greatly good intent, 

With undiverted aim, 

Serene beholds the :1ngry crowd; 

Nor can their clamours, fierce and louJ, 

His fiubborn honour tame. 

Not the proud tyrant's fierceft threat, 

Nor ftorms, that from their dark. retreat 

The lawlefs furges wake, 

Not Jove's dread bolt that fhakes the pole, 

The firmer purpofe of his 1oul 
With all its power can ~ake. 

Shou' d Nature•s frame in ruins fall, 

And chaos o'er the finking ball 
Refume primreval fway, 

Hi11 courage chance and fate defies, 

Nor ft'els the w1eck of earth and ikie1 

Obllr~Cl its deftin'd way. BLACKLOC£:11!. 

fnockin~ 
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lhocking to be recited; and till tired with their own fury c H A P, 
th . cl h f . ' LXV. ey permttte not t e nends of the deceafed to approach, '-...r-J 
br to befiow on them the honours of a funeral, filent and 1673, 

unattended. 

THE maffacre of the de Wits put an end for the time 
to the remains of their party; and a11 men, from fear, 

inclination, or prudence, concurred in expreffino- the mofl: 
• b 

lmplicit obedienre to the prince of Orange. The repub-

lic, though half fubdued by foreign force, and as yet 

difmayed by its misfortynes, was now firmly united under 

one leader, and began to collect the remains of its prif-

tine vigour. William, worthy of that heroic family Good con­

from which he fprang, adopted fentiments becoming the du_a of the . 

h 
~~~ 

ead of a brave and free people. He bent all his efforts 

- againft the public enemy: He fought not again!l: his 

country any advantages, which might be dangerous to 

civil liberty. Thofe intolerable conditions, demanded 

by their infolent enemies, he exhorted the States to rejeCt 

with fcorn; and by his advice they put an end to nego­

tiations, which ferv&d only to break the courage of their 

fellow-citizens, and delay the affifi:ance of their allies. 

He thowed them, that the numbers and riches of the 

people, aided by the advantages of fituation, would frill 

be fufficient, if they abandoned not themfelves to defpair, 

to refift, at leaft retard, the progrefs of their enemies, 
and preferve the remaining provinc;s, till the other na­
tions of Europe, fenfible of the common danger, could 

come to their relief. He reprefented, that, as envy at 
their opulence and liberty had produced this mighty com­
bination againfl: them, they would in vain expeB: by 
conceffions to fatisfy foes, whofe pretenfions were as 

little bounded by moderation as by j ufiice. He exhorted 

them to remember the generous valour of their ancefiors, 

who, yet in the infancy of the fiate, preferred l~berty to 
every human confideration; and rouzing their fpirits to 

VoL. VII. K k an 
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C H A P. an obftinate defence, repelled all the power, riches, and 
LXV 
~military difcipline of Spain. And he profcffed himfelf 

J67z. willing to tread in the fteps of his illufhious predeceffors, 

and hoped, that, as they had honoured him with the fame 

affetl:ion, which their ancefrors paid to the former princes 

of Orange, they would fccond his efforts with the fame 
conftancy and manly fortitude. 

THE fpirit of the young prince infufed itfelf into his 
hearers. Thofe who lately entertained thoughts of yield­

ing their necks to fubjetl:ion were now bravely deter­

mined to refifi: the haughty victor, and to defend thofe 

lafr remains of their native foil, of which neither the ir­

ruptions of Lewis nor the inundation of water~ had as yet 

bereaved them. Should even the ground fail them on 

which they might combat, they were fiill refolved not 

to yield the generous ftrife; but flying to their fettle­
ments in the Indies, ereCl: a new empire in thofe remote 

regions, and prcferve alive, even in the climates of flavery, 
that liberty, of which Europe was become unworthy. 

Already they concerted meafures for executing this extra­
ordinary refolution; :md found, that the ve£re1s, contained 

in their harbours, could tranfport above two hundred 

thoufand inhabitants to the Eaft-Indies. 

THE combined princes, finding at lafi: feme appear­
ance of oppofition, bent all their efforts to feduc~ th~ 

· prince of Orange, on whofe valour and conducr the fate 

of the commonwealth ent ely depended. The fove­

reignty of the province of Holland was offered him, and 

the protetl:ion of England and France, to infure him, as 

well againfr the invafion of foreign enemies, as the in­

furreClion of his fubjeCl:s. All propofals were gener­

oully rejected ; . and the prmce declared his refoi uti on to 

retire into Germany, and to pafs his life in hunting on 
his lands there, rather than abandon the liberty of his 

ountry, or betray the trufl repofed in him. When. 
Buckin~ham 
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Buckingham urged the inevitable ddl:ruB:ion which hung c H A P. 

over the United Provinces, and afked h!m, whether he, LX\~ 
did not fee, that the commonwealth was ruined ; There 161•· 

is one certain means, replied the prince, by which I can be 

Jure never to fee my countr/ s ruin ; I will die in the lafl 
ditch. 

THE people in· Holland had been much incited to 

efpoufe the prince's party, by the hopes, that the king 
of England, pleafed with his nephew's elevation, would 

abandon thofe dangcyous engagements, into which he 

had entered, and would afford his proteB:ion to the dif .. 

treffed republic. But all thefe hopes were foon found to 
be fallacious. Charles frill pedifled in his alliance with 

France; and the combined fleets approached the coafl: . 

of Holland, with an Engli!h army on board, commanded 

by count Schomberg. It is pretended~ . that an unufual 

( tide carried them ofF the coafi; and that Providence thus 
interpofed, in an extraordinary manner, to fave the re­
public from the imminent danger, to which it was ex­

pofed. Very tempefl:uous weather, it is certain, prevailed 
all the rcfr of the feafon; and the combined fleets either 

were blown to a difiance, or durfl: not approach a coafr, 

which might pr ve atal to them. Lewis, finding that 
h1s enemies gathered courage behind their inundations, 

and that no farther fuccefs was likely for the prefent to 

attend his arms, had retired to V erfaillcs. 

THE other nations of Europe regarded the fubjeB:ion 

of Holland as the forerunner of their own flavery, and 

retained no hopes of defending themfelves, lhould fuch 

a mighty acce.ffion be made to the already exorbitant 

power of France. The emperor, though he lay at a 
diftance, and was naturally flow in his undertakings, 

began to put himfclf in motion; Brandenburgh lhewed 

a difpofition to f11pport the States ; Spain had fcnt fome 

K k 2 .forcei 
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C H A P. forces to their affi!lance; and by the prefent efforts of 

~the prince of Orange, and the profpeB: of relief from 
J672.. their allies, a different face of affairs began already to 

appear. Groninghen was the firfr place that fiopped the 

progrefs of the enemy: The biihop of Munfler was re­

pulfed from before that town, and obliged to raife the fiege 

with lofs and dilhonour. Naerden was attempted by the 
prince of Orange; but marefchal Luxembourg, breaking 

in upon his entrenchments with a fudden irruption,. ob-

_.Jiged him to abandon the enterprize. 

1673· THERE was no ally,. on whom the Dutch more re-
fhp~!1r~:b· lied for .affifi:ance, than the parliament of England, which 
uent. the king's neceffities at laft obliged him to affemble. 

The eyes of all men, both abroad and at home, were fixed 
on this feffion, which met after prorogations continued 

for near two years. It was evident how much the king 
dreaded the affembling of his parliament; and the difcon­
tents, univerfally excited by the bold meafures entered 

into, both in foreign and domefiic adminifiration, had 

given but too jufi foundation for his apprehcnfions. 

THE king, however, in his fpeech, addreffed them 

with all the appearance of cordiality and confidence. He 

faid, that he would have affembled them fooner, had he 

not been defirous to allow them leifure for attending their 

private affairs, as well as to give his people refpite from 
taxes and impofitions : That fince their lafi meeting, he 

had been forced into a war, not only juft but neceffary; 

necefrary both for the honour and interefr of the nation: 

That in order to have peace at home, while he had war 
abroad, he had iffued his declaration of indulgence to 
diff_;nters, and had found many good effeB:s to refult 
from that meafure : That he heard of fome exceptions, 

whi<;h had been tak~n t~ this exercife of power; but he 
woul.l 
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would tell them plainly, that he was refolved to fi:ick to c H A P. 

his declaration ; and would be much offended at any~ 
contradiction : And that thoegh a rumour had been 1673. 

fpread, as if the new le~ied army had been intended to 
controul law and property, he regarded that jealoufy as 
fo frivolous, that he was refolved to augment h:s forces 

next fpring, and did not doubt but they would confider 

the neceffity of them in their fupplies. The refi of the 

bufinefs he left to the chancellor. 

THE chancellor enlarged on the fame topics, and 
added many extraordinary pofitions -of his own. He 

told them, that the Hollanders were the common ene­
mies of all monarchies, efpecially that of England, their 

only competitor for commerce and naval power, .and the 
foie obitacle to their views of attaining an univerfal em­
pire, as extenfive as that of ancient Rome: That, even 

during their prefent diihefs and danger, they were fo 

intoxicated with thefe ambitious project:>, as to flight all 
treaty, nay, to rcfufe all cetfation of hC">fiilities: '!'hat 

the king, in entering on this war, did no more than pro­

fecute thofe maxims, which had engaged the parliament 
to advifc and approve of the lafr; and he might tharefore 

fafely fay, that it was their war: That the States being 
the eternal enemies of England, both by intereft and in­

clination, the parliament had wifely judged it neceffary 
to extirpate them, and had laid it down as an eternal 
maxim, that delenda ejl Carthago, this hoftile government 

"' by all means is to be fubverted : And that though the 

Dutch pretended to have aifurances, that the parliament 

would furnilh no fupplies to the king, he was confi~ent, 
that this hope, in which they extremely trufted, would 

foon tail them. 
BEFORE the commons entered upon bufinefs, there 

lay before them an affair, which difcovered, beyond a 

poffibility of doubt, the arbitrary projects of the king; 
K k 3 - and 
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c H A P. and the meafures, taken upon it, proved, that the houfe 
LXV • r. • d. r. fi . r. b . h ~was not at pre1ent m a 11po 1t10n to 1U m1t to t em. 
1673. It had been the confiant undi fputed praCtice, ever fince 

the parliament in 1604, for the houfc, in cafe of any 
vacancy, to iffue out writs for new eleetions; and the 
chancellor, who, before that time, had had fome pre­
cedents in his favour, had ever afterwards abfiained from 
all exercife of that authority. This indeed was one of 

the firfi :fteps, which the commons had taken in efi:ablilh ... 
ing and guarding their privileges; and nothing could be 

more requifite than this precaution, in order to prevent 

the clandefiine itiuing of writs, and to enfure a fair and 

free eleCl:ion. No one but fo defpcrate a minifier as 

Shaftefbury, who had entered into a regular plan for 

reducing the people to fubjet.lion, could have entertained 

,thoughts of breaking in upon a practice fo rcafonable and 

fo well efrablilhed, or could have hoped to fucceed in fo 
bold an enterprize. Several members had taken their 

feats upon irregular writs iffued by the chancellor; but 
the houfe was no fooncr affemblcd, and the fpeaker placed 

·in the chair, than a motion was made againfi: them ; and 

~he members thcmfclves had the modefiy to withdraw. 

Their eleB:ion was declared null ; and new writs, in the 
ufual form, were iHucd by the fp~akcr. · 

THE next ilep taken by the commons h,ad the appear­
ance of fome more complaifance; but in reality pro.­

~cedcd from the ~ame (pil it of liberty and independence. 
They entered a rc~olution, that, in order to fupply his 

majefty's extraordina_ry occafions, for that was the ex:­
preHion employed, they would grant eighteen months 

a~effment, at the r~tc o~ 7o,_ooo pounds a mont9, 
amounting in the whole to r,26o ,ooo pounds. Though 

unwi11ing to come to a violent bre,1ch with the king, 
they would not exprcfs the leafr aptJrobation of the war; 

. I 
~nd they gave him th~ pro(?eet of this fupp!y, onlv that 

.._ I • ./ f ' 

, , t~he~ 
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they might have permiffion to proceed peaceably in theC H A P. 

redrefs of the other grievances, of which they had fuch~ 
reafon to complain. 1673• 

No grievance was more alarming, both on account of 

the fecret views from which it proceeded, and the con­
fequences which might attend it, than the declaration 
of indulgence. A remonfirance was il}lmediately framed 
againfi: that exercife of prerogative. The king defended 
his meafure. The commons perfified in their oppofition 
to it; and they reprefentcd, that fuch a praB:ice, if ad­
mitted, might tend to interrupt the free courfe of the 
laws, and alter the legi!lative power, which had always 
been acknowledged to refide in the king and the two 
houfes. All men were in expeCtation, with regard to 
the iffue of this extraordinary affair. The king feemed 
engaged in honour to fupport his meafure; and in order 
to prevent all oppofition, he had pofitively declared that 
he would fupport it. The commons were obliged to 
perfevere, not only becaufe it was di{honourable to be 
foiled, where they could plead fuch ftrong reafons, but 

alfo becaufe, if the king prevailed in his pretenfions, an 
end feemed to be put to all the legal limitations of the 

confiitution. 
IT is evident, that Charles was now come to that de-

licate crifis, which he ought at fi.rft to have forefeen, 
when he embraced thofe defperate counfels; and his re­
folutions, in fuch an event, ought long ago to have 
been~ entirely fixed and determined. Befides his ufual 

guards, he had an army encamped at Blackheath under 

-che command of marefchal Schomberg, a foreigner ; and 
many of the officers were of the catholic religion. His 
ally, the French king, he might expeCt, would fecond 
him, if force became requifite for refiraining his difcon­

tented fubjetts, anei fupporting the meafures, which by 

~ommon confe;-1t they h~d agreed to purfue. But the king 
K k 4 W'-
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C HA P. was Jlartled, when he approached fo dangero!Js a precipice 
~ as that which lay before him. Were violence once offered, 

;;613· there could be no return, he faw, to mutual confidence and 
trufr with his people; the perils attending foreign fuccours, 

~fpecially from fo mighty a prince, were fufficiently ap­
parent; and the fucccfs, which his own aru1s had me~ 
with in the war, was not fo great, as to encreafe hi$ 
~uthority, or terrify the malcontents from oppofirion. 
The delire of power, likewife, which had engaged 
(;har1es in thefe precipitate meafures, haq 1efs proceeded

1 
:we may obferve, from ambition than from love of eafe. 
J)triC}: limitations of ~he confl:itution rendereq the condutl: 
of- bulinefs compJicatecl and troub.Jefome i and it was 
impo$ble for him, · without much contrivance anq in­
trigue, to proc4re the money necdfary for his pleafures, 
pr even for the regular fupport 9f government. When 
the profpect, therefore, of fuch dangerous oppolitiol} 
- refented itfelf, the fame love of eafe inclined him to 
retract what it feemed fo difficult to maintain ; and hi~ 
turn of mind, naturally pliant and carelefs, made him 
find little objection _to a meafure, which a more haughty 

prince woul9 have embraced with the utmofi reluctance. 
~rhat he might yield with the better grace, he a1ked the 
opinion of the houfe of pe~rs, who advifed him to com-

))echr,•tion P.ly with the cqnrm<ms. Accordingly the king fent for 
ot illdul - the declaration, and with his own hands broke the feals •. 1enre re-

c~led, T'he commons expre.ffi d the utmofi: fatisfaetion with thi~ 
meafure, and the moft entire duty to hi~ majefiy. 
Ch~rles afrured them, that he would willingly pafs a~y 
Jaw, offered him, which might tend to give them fatis ... 
faction in all their j ufi grievqnces. 

SHAFTESBURY, when he found t~e king recede ~t 
once from fo capital a point, which he had publicly de­
~Iared his refolution to maintain, concluded, that all 
fchemc~ fo;- enlarging royal authority were vanif?ed, a~q 

. ' 
th~e 
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at Charles was utterly incapable of purfuing fuch dif- C H A P. 

ficult and fuch hazardous meafures. The parliament, ~v. 
he forefaw, might pufu their enquiries into thofe coun~ ~67~· 

fels, which were fo generally odious ; and the king, 

from the fame facility of difpofition, might abandon his 
minifiers to their vengeance. He refolved, therefore, 
to make his peace in time with that party, which was 
likely to predominate, and to atone for all his violences in 
favour of monarchy" by like violences in oppofition to it. 
Never turn was more fuddcn, or lefs calculated to fave 
appearances. Immediately, he entered into all the cabals 
~f the country p~rty ; and difcovered to them, perhaps 
~agnified, the arbitrary defigns of the court, in which he 
himfelf had borne fo deep a lhare. He was received with 
ppen arms by that party, who frood in need of fo able a 
leader; and no quefiions were alked with regard to his 
late apofi:acy. 1"'he various factions, into which the 
~ation had been divided, and the many fudden revolu-
lions, to which the public had been expofed, had tended 
~us:h to debauch the minds of men, and to defhoy the 
fenfe of honour and decorum in their public conduct. 

BuT the parliament, though fatisfied with the king's 
1=ompliance, had not lofi: all thofe apprehenfions, to 
which the meafures of the court had given fo much 
foundation. A law paffed for impoftng a tefl: on all who 
~ould enjoy ~ny public office. Befides taking the oaths 
~f allegiance and fupremacy, a~d receiving the facra­
~ent in the efiablilhed church; they were obliged to 

~bjure all belief in the doCtrine of tranfubftantiation. As 
the diffenters had feJ:onded t~e efforts of the commons 
againfl: the king's decl~ratio11 of indulgence, and feemed 
re olute to accept of no toleration in an ~llegal manner, 
ihey had acquired great fav~ur "':ith the parliament; and 

~ rrojetl: was a~opted t~ u~i~e ~he w~ole rrot~ilant in-
. ~~ft 
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C H A ~ terefl: againfl: the common enemy, who now began to 
~ appear formidable. A bill paffed the commons for the 

1673. eafe and relief of the protefiant nonconformifis ; but met 

with fome difficulties, at leaft delays, in the houfe of 
peers. 

THE refolution for fupply was carried into a law; as 

a recompence to the king for his conccffions. An aB:, 

Jikewife, of general pardon and indemnity was paffed, 

which fcreened the minificrs from all farther enquiry. 

The parliament probably thought, that the befl: method 

of reclaiming the criminals was to 1l1ew them, that their 

cafe was not defperate. Even the remonfirance, which 

the commons voted of their grievances, may be regarded 

as a proof, that thejr anger was, for the time, fomewhat 

appeafed. None of the capital points are there touched 

on; the breach of the triple league, the French alliance, 

or the fuutting up of the exchequer. The foie griev­

~nces mentioned are an arbitrary impofition on coals for 

providing convoys, the exercife of martial law, the quar­

tering and preffing of foldiers ; and they prayed, that, 

after the conclufion of the war, the whole army fuould be 

difbanded. The king gave them a gracious, though an 

cvafive anfwer. \Vhen bufinefs was fini£hcd, the two 

houfes adjourned themfelves. 

'fHOUGH the king had receded from his declaration of 

indulgence, and thereby had tacitly relinqui!hed the dif­

pcnfing powqr, he was frill refolved, notwithfianding hii 

bad fuccefs both at home and abro2d, to perfevere in his 

alliance wi~h France, and in the Dutch war, and confe­

quently in all thofe fecret views, whatever they were, 

which depended on thofe fatal meafures. The money, 

granted by parliament, fufficed to equip a fleet, of which 

prince Rupcrt was declared admiral: For the duke was 

~'et afi.d(! by tl}c tcfr. Sir Edward Sprague and the earl of 
O~ory 
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Offory commanded under the prince. A French fqua- C H A P. 

dron joined them, commanded by d'Etrees. The corn-~ 
bined fleets fet fail towards the coafl: of Holland, and 1671· 
.c d . . "8th of 
JOUn the enemy, lymg at anchor, w1thin the fands at May. 

Schonvelt. There is a natural confufion attending fea- Sea-fight. 

:fights, even beyond other military tranfaCl:ions; derived 

from t~e precarious operations of winds and tides, as well 

2.s from the fmoke and darknefs, in which every thing is 

there involved. No wonder, therefore, that accounts 

of thofe battles are apt to contain uncertainties and con­

tradiCl:ions; efpecially when delivered by writers of the 

hofl:ile nations, who take pleafure in exalting the advaQ-

tages of their own countrymen, and depreffing thofe of 

the enemy. All we can fay with certainty of this battle, 

is, that both fides boafi:ed of the vitl:ory ; and we may 

thence infer, that the event was not decifive. The 

Dutch, being near home, retired into their harbours. 

In a week, they were refitted, and prefented themfelves 

again to the combined fleets. A new aCl:ion enfued, 4th June• 
110t more decifive than the foregoing. It was not fought Another 

[ea-fight. 
with great obfl:inacy on either fide; but whether the 

Dutch or the allies firfl: retired, feems to be a matter of 

uncertainty. The Iofs in the former of thefe aCl:ions 

fell chiefly on the French, whom the Englifh, diffident 

of their intentions, took care to place under their own 

fq uadrons; and they thereby expo fed them to all the fire 

of the enemy. There fcems not to have been a !hip loft 

on either fide in the fecond engagement. 

IT was fufficient glory to de Ruyter, that, with a Beet 

much inferior to the combined fquadrons of France and 

f.ngland, h~ could fight them without any notable difad­

vantage; and it was fufficient viCl:ory, that he could de­

feat the projeCl: of a dercent in Zealand, which, had it 

taken place, had endangered, in the prefent circumfiances, 
1 he total overthrow of the Dutch commonwe~dth. Prince 

· . Rupert 
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c H A P. Rupert was alfo fufpeB:ed not to favour the king's pro .. 

~jeers for fubduing Holland, or enlarging his authority at 

:Jfi73• home; and from thefe motives he was thought not to 

have preffed fo hard on the enemy, as his well-known 

valour gave reafon to expect. It is indeed remarkable, 

that, during this war, though the Eng1i£h with their 

aliies much over-matched the Hollanders, they were not 

able to gain any advantage over them ; while in the 

former war, though often overborne by numbers, they 

fl:ill exerted them fel ves with the greateft courage, and 

always acquir,ed great renown, fometimes even fignal 

vi&ries. But they were difgufted at the prefent 

meafures, which they deemed pernicious to their coun­

try; they were not fatisfi.ed in the juftice of the quarrel; 

and they entertained a perpetual jealoufy of their confe­

derates, whom, had they been permitted, they would, 

with much more pleafu.re, have defiroyed than even the 

enemy themfelves. 

IF prince Rupert was not fayourable to the defigns of 

the court, he er.joyed as little favour from the court, at 

leaft from the duke, who, though he could no longer . 

command the fleet, fiill poffdfed the ch1ef authority in 

the admiralty. The prince complained of a total want 

of every thing, powder, fhot, provifions, beer, and even 

water; and he went into harbour, that he might refit 

his fhips, and fupply their numerous ueceffities. After 

fome weeks he was refitted, and he again put to fea • • 

Ytt·h of Au- The hoft1le fleets met at the mouth of the Texel, and 

~:~ther fought the lafi: battle, which, during the courfe of fo 

fea-iizht. many years, thefe neighbouring maritime powers have 

difputed with each other. De Ruyter, and under him 

Tromp, comtnanded the Dutch in this aetion, as in the 

two former: For the prince of Orange had reconciled 

thefe gallant rivals; and they retained nothing of their 

forxmr animofity, e4cept that emulation, which made 
them 
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them exert thcmfelves with more difiinguilhed bravery C ~x~ P. 

againft the enemies of their country. Brankert was~ 
oppofed to d'Etrees, de Ruyter to prince Rupert, Tromp 1673• 

to Sprague. It is to be remarked, that in all aCl:ions 

thefe brave admirals lafi mentioned had frill feleB:ed 

each other, as the only antagonifis worthy each others 

valour ; and no decifive advantage had as yet been 

gained by either of them. They fought in this 
battle, as if there were no mean between death- and 
v-iB:ory. 

D'ETREES and all the French fqua.dron, except rear 
admiral Martel, kept at a difhnce; and Brankert, in­
ftead of attacking ·them, bore down to the affifl:ance of de 

Ruyter, who was engaged in furious combat with prince 
Rupert. On no occafion did the prince acquire more 

oeferved honour: His conduct, as well as valour, fhone 
out with fignal lufl:re. Having difengaged his fquadron 

from the numerous enemies, with whom he was every 

where furrounded, and having joined Sir John Chichely, 
his rear admiral, who had been feparated from him, he 
m.ade hafte to the relief of Sprague, who was hard preffed 
by Tromp's fquadron. The Royal Prince, in which 

Sprague firft engaged, was fo difabled, that he was obliged 

to hoift his llag on board the St. George; while Tromp 
was for a like reafon obliged to quit his fhip, the Golden 

Lion, and go on board the Comet. The fight was re­
newed with the utmoft fury by thefe valorous rivals, and 

by the rear admirals, their feconds. Offory, rear admi .. 

ral to Sprague, was preparing to board Tromp, when he 
faw the St. George terribly torn, and in a manner dif· 

abled. Sprague was leaving her in order to hoift his flag 

on board a third £hip, and return to the charge; when , 

.a £hot, which had paired through the St. George, took 

·, boat, and funk her. The admiral was drowned, to 
the 
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c HA P. the great regret of Tromp himfelf, who befi:owed on his 
~ valour the deferved prai fes. 

J673• PRINCE R UPER T found affairs in this dangerous fitu..: 
ation, and faw moft of the !hips in Sprague's fquadron 
difabled from fight. The engagement however was re­
newed, and became very clofe and bloody. The prince 
threw the enemy into diforder. To encreafe it, he fent 
among them two fire-fhips; and at the fame time made 
a fignal to the French to bear down; which if they had 
done, a decifive vitl:ory muft have enfued. But the 
prince, when he faw that they negletl:ed his fignal, and 
obferved that mofr of his fhips were in no condition to 
keep the fea long, wifely provide~ for their fafety by 
making eafy fail towards the Englifh coaft. The vic­
tory in this battle was as doubtful, as in all the aCtions 
fought during the prefcnt war. 

• · THE turn, which the affairs of the Hollanders took 
by land, was more favourable. The prince of Orange 
befieged and took Naerden; and from this fuccefs gave 
his country reafon to hope for frill more profperous en­
terprizes. Montecuculi, who commanded the Imperi­
alifis on the Upper Rhine, deceived, by the moft artful 
conduCt, the vigilance and penetration of Turenne, and 
makmg a fudden march, fat down before Bonne. The 
prince of Grange's condutl: was no lefs mafterly; while 
he eluded ."11 the French generals, and leaving them be­
hind him, joined his army to that of the lmperialifts. 
Bonne was taken in a few days : Several other places in 
the eleCtorate of Cologne fell into the hands of the allies: 
And the communication being thus cut ofF between 
France and the United Provinces, Lewis was obliged 
to recal his forces, and to abandon all his conquefl:s, 
with greater rapidity than he had at fidl: made them. 
The taking of .rqae!hicht wa the Otlly advantage, which 
h.e gained this campaign. 

7 A COM .. 
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A' CONGREss was opened at Cologne under the medi-c H A P 
• LX~ 

abon of Sweden; but with fmall hope5 of fuccefs. The '-..r---t' 
demands of the two kings were fuch as mufl: have reduced c 16

7}· f ongre1s o 
the Hollanders to perpetual fervitude. In proportion as Cologne. 

the affairs of the States rofe, the kings funk in their de­
mands; but the States fl:ill funk lower in their offers; 

and it was found impoffible for the parties ever to agree 

on any conditions. After the French evacuated Holland, 

the congrefs broke up; and the feizure of prince \Villiarn 

of Furfi:enburg by the Imperialifts afforded the French 

and Englifh a good pretence for leaving Cologn·e. The 

Dutch ambaffadors in their memorials expreffed all the 

haughtinefs and difdain, fo natunl to a free ftate, v hich 

had met with fuch unmerited i.11 ufage. 

THE parliament of England was now affembled, and zoth oa. 
difcovered much greater fymptoms of ill humour, than A prlio~.-

ment. 
had appeared in the laft fcffion. They had feen for fome 

time a negociation of marriage carried on between the 
duke of York and the archduchefs of Infpruc, a catholic 

of the Auftrian family; and they had made no oppofi­

tion. But when that negociation failed, and the duke 

applied to a princefs of the houfe of Modena, then in 
clofe alliance with France; this circumftance, joined to 

fo many other grounds of difcontent, raifcd the com­

mons into a flame ; and they remonftrated with the greatcfl: 

zeal againft the intended marriage. The king told them, 

that their remonftrancc came toq late; and that the mar­

riage was already agreed on, and even celebrated by 
proxy. The commons frill infifl:ed; and proceeding to 

the examination of the other parts of government, they 

voted the ftanding army a grievance, and declared, that 
they would grant no more fupply, unlefs it appeared, 

that the Dutch were fo obfiinate as to refufe all reafon-

..,ble conditions of peace. To cut fhort thefe difagree- h N 
~ 4t c.,, 
able attacks, the king refolvcd to prorogue the p:uliament; 

and 
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c H A P. and with that intention he came unexpetledly to the houfe 

~of peers, and fent the ufher to fummon the commons. 

1673. It happened, that the fpeaker and the ulher nearly met at 
the door of the houfe; but the fpeaker being within, fome . ~ 

of the members fuddenly ihut the door, and cried, To th~ 
chair, to the thaif-; while others cried, The black rod is at 
the door. The fpeaker was hurried to the chair; and the 

following motions were infiantly made : That the alli­
ance with France is a grievance; that the evil counfellors 
about the king are a grievance; that the duke of Lauder­
dale is a grievance, and not fit to be trufted or employed. 
There was a gene tal cry, 'To the quejlion, to the queflion : 

But the ulher knocking violently at the door, the fpeaker 

leaped from the chair, and the houfe rofe in great con­

fufion. 

Du~ING the interval, Shafteiliury, whofe intrigues 
with the malcontent party were now become notorious; 

was difmiffed from the office of chancellor; and the great 

feal was given to fir Heneage Finch, by the title of lord 
keeper. ~"'he te~ had incapacitated Clifford; and the 

• wliite fiaff was conferred on fir Thomas Ofborne, foon 
after created· earl of Danby, a minifier of abilities, who had 

rifen by his parliamentary talents. CEfford retired into 

the country, and foon after died. 

THE parliament had been prorogued, in order to give 

the duke leifure to finifu his marriage; but the king's 

neceffities foon obliged him again to affemble them ; and 

by fome popular acts he paved the way for the feffion. 

But all his efforts were in vain. The difgufi of the 
commons was fixed in foundations too deep to be eafily 

removed. They began with applications for a general 

fait ; by which they intimated, that the nation was in a 

very calamitous condition: They addreffed againil: the 

king's guards, which they reprefented as dangerous to 
liberty, 
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liberty, and even as illegal, fince they never had yet re- c H A P. 

ceived the fanB:ion of parliament: They took fame fieps ~ 
towards efrablilhing a new and more rigorous tefr againft 1674• 

popery: And what chiefly alarmed the court, they made 

an attack on the members of the cabal, to whofe pernici-
ous counfels they imputed all their prefent grievances. 
Clifford was dead: Shaftefbury had made his peace with 

the country party, and was become their leader: Buck-

ingham was endeavouring to imitate Shaftefbury; but his 

intentions were as yet known to very few. A motion 

was therefore made in the houfe of commons for his im­
peachment: He defired to be heard at the bar; but ex-
preffed himfelf in fo confufed and ambiguous a manner, as 

~ave little fatisfaClion. He was required to anfwer pre-

cifely to certain queries, which they propofed to him. 

Thefe regarded all the articles of mifconduCl abovemen-
tioned; and among the refr, the following query feems 
remarkable. " By whofe advice was the army brought 

" up to over-awe the debates and refolutions of the houfe 
" of commons ?" This !hews to what le_ngth the fufpicions 

of the houfe were at that time carried. Buckingham, in 

a11 his anfwers, endeavoured to exculpate himfelf, and to 
load Arlington. He fucceeded not in the former inten-

. tion: The commons voted an addrcfs for his removal. 

But Arlington, who was on many accounts obnoxious to 

the houfe, was attacked. Articles were drawn up againfr 

him; though the impeachment was never profecute<.l. 

THE king plainly faw, that he could expeCl no fupply 

from the commons for carrying on a war, fo odious to 
them. He refolved therefore to make a feparate peacf! 
with the Dutch, on the terms which they had propofed 

through the channel of the Spanifh amba!fador. vVith a 
cordiality, which, in the prefent difpofition on both fides, 

was probably but affeCled, but which was obliging, he 
afked advice of the parliament. The parliament unani-

VoL. VII. L 1 mouflr 
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c H A P. moufly concurred, both in thanks for this gracious con-
LXV. . b . d . J: p 
~ defcenfion, and m t etr a vtce 10r peace. eace was 

1 674· accordino-1)' concluded. The honour of the flag was 
Peace with e 
Holland. yielded by the Dutch in the moll extenfive terms: A re-

gulation of trade was agreed to: All poffeffions were re­

frored to the fame condition as before the war: The 
Englilh planters in Surinam were allowed to remove at 

pleafure : And the States agreed to pay to the king the 
fum of eight hundred thoufand patacoons, near three 

~Sth Feb. hundred thoufand pounds. Four days after the parlia­

ment was prorogued, the peace was proclaimed in Lon­
don, to the great joy of the people. Spain had declared, 

that !he could no longer remain neuter, if hofiilities were 

continued againfr Holland; and a fenfible decay of trade 

was forefeen, in c~fe a rupture iliould enfue with that 

kingdom. The profpect of this lofs contributed very much 
to encreafe the national averfion to the prefent war, and 

to enliven the joy for its conclufion. . 

THERE was in the French fervice a great body of 
Englilh, to the number of ten thoufand men, who had 

acquired honour in every aCl:ion, and had greatly contri-­
buted to the fucceffes of Lewis. Thefe troops, Charles 

faid, he was bound by treaty not to recall; but he obliged 
himfdf to the States by a fecret article not to allow them 
to be recruited. His partiality to France prevented a fl:rict 

execution of this engagement; 
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N 0 T E [A J, p. 41. 

HAT Laud's fcverity was not e,xtreme, appears from 

this fact, that he caufe\.1 the acts or records of the high 
commiffion court to be fer.rched, and found that there h~d 
been fewer fufpenfions, deprivations, and other puniihment~, 
by three, during the feven years of his time, than in any 

fevcn years of his predecefit)r Abbot; who was notwithfrand­
ing in great efteem with the houfe of commons. cr'roubles and 

trials of Laud, p. 164-. But Abbot was little attached to the 
court, and was alfo a puritan in doctrine, and bore a mortal 
hatred to the papifts. Not to mention, that the mutinous 
fpirit was rifing his her in the time of Laud, and would lefs 
bear controul. -T-he maxims, however, of his adminifiration 
were the fame that had ever prevailed in England, and that 
had place in every other European nation, except Holland, 

which H:udied chiefly the interefrs of commerce, and France, 
which was fettered by edicts and treaties, To have changed 
them for the modern maxima of toleration, how reafonable 

foever, would have been deemed a very bold and dangerous 
enterprize. It is a principle advanced by prefident Montef­
quieu, that, where the magifrrate is fatisfied with the efta­
bliihed religion, he ought to reprefs the firft attempts towards 
innovation, and only grant a toleration to fects that are dif­

fufed and eftabliihed. See l'Efprit des Loix, liv. 25. chap. 10. 

According to this principle, Laud's indulgence to the catholics, 

and feverity to the puritans, would admit of apology. I own, 
however, that it is very queftionable1 whether pe;fecution can 

L 1 ~ ip 

• 
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in any cafe be juftifyed : But, at the fame time, it would be 
hard to give that appellation to Laud's conduB:, who only en­
forced the aa of uniformity' and expelled the clergymen that 
accepted of benefices, and yet refufed to obferve the ceremo· 
nies, which they previoufly knew to be enjoined by law. He 
ne\·e:· refufed them feparate places of wodhip; becaufe they 
themfelves would have efteemed it impious to demand them, 
and no lefs impious to allow them. 

N 0 T E [B], p. 63. 

DR. BIRCH has written a treatife on this fubjea. It is 
not my bufinefs to oppofe any facts contained in that 

gentleman's performance. I lhall only produce arguments, 
which prove that Glamorgan, when he received his private 
commiffion, had inj untlions from the king to act altogether in 
concert with Ormond. (I.) It feems to be implied in the 
very words of the commiffion. Glamorgan is empowered and 
authorifed to treat and conclude with the confederate Roman 
Catholics in Ireland. " If upon neceffity any (articles) be 
" cor.defcended unto, wherein the king's lieutenant cannot 
"' fo well be feen in, as not fit for us at prefent publickly to 
" own." Here no articles are mentioned, which are notiit 
to be communicated to Ormond, but only not fit for him and 
the king publicly to be feen in, and to avow. (z.) The king's 
protefl:ation to Ormond, ought, both on account of that prince's 
charatler, and the reafons he affigns, to have the greatefi: 
weight. The words are thefe, '"' Ormond, I cannot but add 

to my long letter, that, upon the word of a chriftian, I 
" never intended Glamorgan fl10uld treat any thing without 
" your approbation, much lefs without your knowledge. 
" For befides the injury to you, I was always diffident of his 
cc judgment (though I could not think him fo extremely weak 
" as now to my coil: I have found) ; which yu o may eafily 
" perceive in a poftfcript of a letter of mine to you." Carte, 
vol. ii. A pp. xxiii. It is impoffible, that any man of honour~ 
however he might diifemble \Vith his enemies, would aifert a 
falfchood in fo folemn a manner to his beft friend, efpecially 
\.vhere that perfon muft have had opportunities ofLmowing the 

6 truth. 
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truth. The letter, whofe poftfcript is mentioned by the king, 
is to be faun~ in Carte, vol. ii. A pp. xiii. (3.) As the king 

had really fo low an opinion of Glamorgan's underflanding, 
it is very unlikely that he would truft him with the fole ma­
nagement of fo important and delicate a treaty. And if he 
had intended, that Glamorg:::.n's negociation fhould have been 
independant of Ormond, he would never have told the latter 
nobleman of it, nor have put him on his guard againft Gla­
morgan's imprudence. That the king judged aright of this no­

bleman's character, appears from his centuty of arts or jcantlit1g 

if in<Ventiom, which is a ridiculous compound of lies, chime­
ras and impoffibilities, and fhows what might be expected from 
fuch a man. (4.) Mr. Carte has publifhed a whole feries of the 

king's correfpondence with Ormond from the time that Gla­
morgan came into Ireland ; and it is evident that Charles all 
along confiders the lord lieutenant as the perfon who was con­
ducting the negociations with the Irifh. The 31ft of July 1645, 
after the battle of Nafeby, being reduced to great ftraits, he 
writes earneftly to Ormond to conclude a peace upon certain 
conditions mentioned, much inferior to thofe granted by G la­
m organ ; and to come over himfelf with all the Irifh he could 
engage in his fervice. Carte, vol. iii. No. 400. This would 
have been a great abfurdity, if he had already fixed a different 
canal, by which, on very different conditions, he purpofcd to 

eftablifh a peace. On the zzd of October, as his difl.reffes 
multiply, he fomewhat enlarges the conditions, though they 
frill fall fhort of Glamorgan's: A ne\V abfurdity! Sec Carte, 
vol. iii. p. 4-1 1. (5 .) But what is equivalent to a demonftra­
tion, that Glamorgan was confcious, that he had no powers 
to conclude a treaty on thefe terms, or without confulting the 
lord lieutenant, and did not even expetl:, that the king would 

ratify the articles, is the defeazance which he gave to the Irifh 
council at the time offigning the treaty. "The earl ofGla­
u morgan does no way intend hereby to oblige his majefty 
" other than he himfelf fuall pleafe, after he has received 
" thefe to,ooo men as a pledge and teftimony of the faid 
" Roman catholics' loyalty and fidelity to his majefty; yet he 
" promifes faithfully, upon his word and honour, not to ac-

L 1 3 " q\laint 
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d quaint his majefty with this defeazance, till he had endea­
" voured, as far as in him lay, to induce his majefty to the 
.,, granting of the particulars in the faid articles : But that 
~' done, the faid commiilione~s difcharge the faid earl of Gla­
" morgan 1 both in honour and confcience, of any farther en­

tc gagetnent to them therein ; though his majefl:y ihould not 

" be pleafed to grant the faid particulars in the articles men­
*"' tioned; the faid earl having given them aflurance, upon 
" his word, honour, and voluntqry oath, that he would never, 
f' to any perfon whatfoever, difcover this defeazance in 

'' the interim without their confents." Dr. Birch, p. 96. 
I' All Glamorgan's view was to get troops for the king's fervice 

without hurting his own honour or his mafi:er's. The wonder 
only is, why the Irifh accepted of a treaty, which bound no 

body, and which the very perfon, who concludes it, feems to 
~onfefs he does not expea to be ratified. They probab~y 
hoped, that the l:ing would, from their fervices, be more ea­

lily mduced to ratify a treaty which was conclUded, than to 
confent to its conclufton. (6.) I might add, that the 1orq 

Jieutenant's concurrence in the treaty was the more requifite; 
becaufe without it the treaty could not be carried into execu­

tion by Glamorgan, nor the Irifh troops be tranfported into 

England: And even with Ormond's concurrence) it clearly 
appears, that a treaty, fo ruinous to the protcftan t religion in 

Ireland, could not be exe~uted in oppofttion to the zealous 
protefi:ants in that kingdom. No one can doubt of this truth, 
who perufes Ormond's correfpondence in Mr. Carte. The 

king was fufficiently apprifed of this difficulty. It appears in­
deed to be the only reafon why Orrnond objeCted to the grant­

ing ofhigh terms to the Irifh catholics. 

D&. BxRCH, in p. 36o, has publiihed a letter of the 

king's to Glamorgan, where he fays, " Howbeit I know you 
u cannot be but confident of my making good all inftruetions 
" and promifes to you and the nuncio." But it is to be re­
marked that this letter is d~ted in April 5, I 646; after 
there had been a new negociation entered into between Gla­
morgan and the Irifh, and after a provifional treaty had even 

~~en conclu~ed bet\Veen them. See Dr. Birch, p. I79· The 
l k~g~ 
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king's afi'urances, therefore, can plainly relate only to this 
recent tranfaB:ion. The old treaty had long been difavowed 
by the king, and fuppofed by all parties to be annulled. 

NOTE [C], P· res. 
SALMONET, Ludlow, Hollis, &c. all thefe, efpecially th~ 

laft, being the declared inveterate enemies of Crom­
wel, are the more to be credited, when they advance any fatl:, 
which may ferve to apologize for his violent and criminal ,con­
duB:. There prevails a ftory, that Cromwel intercepted a 
letter written to the queen, where the king faid, that he 
would firft raife and then deftroy Cromwel. But, befides that 
this con duB: feems to contraditl: the charaB:er of the king, it 
is, on other accounts, totally unworthy of credit. It is firft 
told by Roger Coke, a very paffionate and foolifl1. hiftorian, 
who wrote too fo late as king William's reign ; and even he 
mentions it only as a mere rumour or hearfay, without any 
known foundation. In the Memoirs of lord Broghill, we meet 
with another ftory of an intercepted letter which deferves 
fome more attention, and agrees very well with the narration 
here given. It is thus related by Mr. Maurice, chaplain to 
Roger, earl of Orrery. " Lord Orrery, in the time of his 
" greatnefs with Cromwel, juft after he had fo feafonably re­
cc lieved him in his great difi:refs at Clonmell, riding out of 

" Youghall one day with him and Ireton, they fell into dif­
H courfe about the king's death. Cromwel thereupon faid 

" more than once, that if the king had followed his own 

" j~dgment, and had been attended by none but trufty ffr­
" vants, he had fooled them all; and that once they had a 

'' mind to have clofed with him, but, upon fomcthing that 

" happened, fell off from that defign. Orrery finding them 
" in good humour, and being alone with them, afked, if he 
" might prefume to defire to know, why they would once 
cc have clofed with his majefty, and why they did not. Cram· 
" wel very freely told him, he would fatisfy him in both his 

" queries. The reafon (fays he) why we would have clofed 
u with the king was this : We found that the Scotch and 
" prefbyterians began to be more powerful than we, and were 

L 1 4- u likely 
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'' likely to agree with hin, and leave us in the lurch. For 
'~ this reafon we thought .t befl: to prevent them by offering 
" firfi: to come in upon reionable conditions : But whilft our 
cc thoughts were taken m with this fubjecr, there came a 
" letter to us from one >f our fpies, who was of the king's 
H bed-chamber, acquaintng us, that our final doom was de­
" creed that very day; tht he could not poffibly learn what 
~f it was, but we might dicover it, if we could but intercept 
" q. letter fent from the kng to the queen, wherein he in­
cc formed her of his refohtion; that this letter was fown up 
" in the fkirt of a faddl4, and the bearer of it would come 
H with the faddle upon hi1head, about ten of the clock that 
u night to the Blue Boar [n Holborn, where he was to take 
" horfe for Dover. The ne.ffenger knew npthing of the let­
" ter in the faddle, thougl fame in Doyer ~id. We were at 
'' Windfor (faid ~romw~l when we received t~is letter, and 
cc immediately upon the r.ceipt of it, Ireton an~ I refolved 
u to take one trufty fellov with us, and to go in troopers ha­
" bits to that inn. We dd fo ; and leaving our man at the 
H gate of the inn (which 1ad q. wicket only open to let per­
" fans in an~ out), to wato and give us notice when any man 
" came in with~ faddle, "Ye went into a drinking-ftall. \Ve 
" there continued, drinki1g cans of beer, t~ll about ten of 
'' the clock, when our ce1tinel at the gate gave us notice, 
" that the man with the £ddle was come. We rofe up pre­
cr fent1y, and juft as the mm was leading out his horfe fa.d-

dled we came up to lim with drawn [words, and told 
" him we were to fearch al that went in and out there ; but 
1' as he looked like an horeft man, we would only fearch his 
u faddle, and fo difmifs hin. The faddl~ was ungirt; we 
" carried it into the flail, where we had been drinking, and 
" ripping open one of the kirts, we there found the letter we 
" wanted. Having thus ~ot it into our hands, we delivered 
" the man (whom we had[eft with our centinel) his faddle, 
11 told him he was an honcilfellow, and bid him go about his 
ec bufinefs ; which he did, purfuing his journey without more 
" a.do, and ignorant of theharm he had firffered. We found 
14 in the ~etter, t_ at his ma.efry acg_uainted the queen, that he 

"wa~ 
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'' was courted by both factions, ne Scotch preibyterians and 
" the army ; and that thofe wh:h bade the faireft for him 
u !hould have him: But yet he ttought he fhould clofe with 
cc the Scots fooner than with the ether. Upon this we return­
" ed to Windfor; and finding~ were not like to have good 
" terms from the king, we from hat time vowed his deftruc­

'' tion." " This relation ·fuiting~vell enough with other paf­
" fages and circumftances at thistime, I have inferted to gra­

" tify the reader's curiofity." Cate's Ormond, vol. ii. p. 12. 

N 0 TE [D~, P· I08. 

T H E S E are the words : '' Laneric ; I wonder to hear 
f' (if that be true) that fcne of my friends fay, that 

'' my going to Jerfey would ha·e much more furthered my 

" perfonal treaty, than my comng hitl!er, for which, as I 
" fee no colour of reafon, fo I :ad not been here, if I had 

" thought that fancy true, or hrl not been fecured of a per­
" fonal treaty; of v..-hich I neith:r do, nor I hope will repent: 
'f For I am daily more and mor fatisfied with ·the governor. 

H and find thefe if1anders very g<od, peaceable and quiet peo­
" pie. This encouragement 1 hve thought not unfit for yoa 
" to receive, hoping at leaft it may do good upon others, 

" though needlefs to you." Bunet's Memoirs of Hamilton, 

p. 326. Sec alfo Ruf11worth, P't 4· vol. ii. p. 941. All the 
writers of that age, except Clarerdon, reprefent the king's go­
ing to the ifie of Wight as voluntcry and intended. Perhaps the 
king thought it little for his crelit, to be trep~nned into this 

mcafure, and \yas more willing tctake it on himfclf as entirely 
voluntary. Perhaps, he thou;ht it would encourage his 

friends, if they tho~ght him it a fituation, which was not 

d~fagreeable to him. 

N 0 T E [1], p. 126. 

THE king compofed a lette to the prince, in which he 
related the whole courfe o· this tranfaB:ion, and accom­

panied his narrative with feveral wife,. as w~ll as pathetical 
refleCtions and advices. The w1rds w1th wh1ch he concluded 
~he letter, are remarkable. " ~y what hath been faid, you 
f' (ee how long I have labouredin ~he fearch of peace: Do 

"· not 
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" not you be di!heartened to tread in the fame fl:eps. U fe all 
"' worthy means to reftore yourfelf to your rights, lJut prefer 
" the way of peace: Show the greatnefs of your mind, rather 

" to conquer your enemies by pardoning, than by punifhing. 
" If you faw how unmanly and unchriftian the implacable dif­
" pofition is in our ill-wifhcrs, you would avoid that fpirit. 
" Cenfure me not for having parted with fo much of our right: 
" The. price was great; but the commodity was, fecurity to 
" us., peace to my people. And I am confident, that another 
" parliament would remember, how ufeful a king's power is 
" to a people's liberty; of how much power I divefted myfelf, 
" that I and they might meet once again in a parliamentary 
" way, in order to agree the bounds of prince and people. 
" Give belief to my e-xperience, never to affect more greatnefs 

" or prerogative, th::m what is really and intrinfically for the 
" good of the fubjeB:s, not the fatisfaB:ion of favourites. If 
" you thus ufe it., you will never want means to be a father to 
" all, and a bountiful prince to any, whom you incline to be 

" extraordinarily gracious to. You may perceive, that all 
" men entruft their treafure., where it returns them interefl:; 

cc and if a prince, like the fea, receive and repay all the fre.fh 
" fueams, which the rivers entruft with him, they will not 
" grudge, but pride themfelves, to make him up an ocean. 

" Thefe confiderations may make you as great a prince as 

" your father is a low one ; and your ftate may be fo much 
" the more eftablifhed, as mine hath been fhaken. For our 
" fu bjeCl:s have learned, I dare fay, that viCl:ories over their 

" princes, are but triumphs over themfelves, and fo, will 

" more unwillingly hearken to changes hereafter. The Eng­
" litb nation are a fober people, however, at prefent, infatu­
" ated. I know not but this may be the lafl: time, I may 
" fpeak to you or the world publicly. I am fenfible into what 
" hands I am fallen ; and yet, I blefs God, I have thofe in­
u ward refreihments, which the malice of my enemies cannot 

- " perturb. I have learned to be bufy myfelf, by retiring into 
" myfelf; and therefore can the better digeft whatever befals 
" me, not doubting, but God's providence will reftrain our 
" enemtes power, and turn their fiercenefs into his praife. 

" To 
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'" To conclude, if God give you fuccefs, ufe it humbly, and be 
u ever far from revenge. If he reftore you to your right on 
" hard conditions, whatever you promife, keep. Theie men, 
" who have violated laws, which they were bound to preferve, 
" will find their triumphs full of trouble. But do not you 
" think any thing in the world worth attaining, by foul and 
J' unjuft means." 

NOTE [FJ, p. 148. 

THE imputation of infincerity on Charles I. like mofl: 
party clamours, is difficult to be removed; though it 

may not here be improper to fay fomething with regard to it. 
I fhall firft remark~ that this imputation feems to be of a later 
growth than his own age; and that even his enemies, though 
they loaded him with many calumnies, did not infi.ft on this 
accufation. Ludlow, I think, is alrnoft the only parlia­
mentarian, who imputes that vice to him; and how paffionate 
a writer he is, muft be obvious to every one. Neither Cla­
rendon nor any other of the royalifts ever juftify him from 
infi.ncerity; as not fuppofi.ng that he had ever been accufed 
of it. In the fecond place, his deportment and charaCler in 
common life was free from that vice: He was referved, diftant, 
ftately; cold in his addrefs, plain in his difcourfe, inflexible 
in his principles; wide of the carcffing, infinuating manners 
of his fon; or the profeffing, talkative humour of his father. 
The imputation of infincerity muft be grounded on fome of 
his public aB:ions, which we are therefore in the third place 
to examine. The following are the only inftances, which I 
find cited to confirm that accufation. (I.) .fiis vouching 
Buckingham's narrative of the tranfatlions in Spain. But it 
is evident that Charles himfelfwas deceived: Why otherwife 
did he quarrel with Spain ? The following is a palfage of a 
letter from lord Kenfington, ambafiador in France, to the 
duke of Buckingham, Cabbala, P· 318. " But his highnefs 
" (the prince) had obferved as great a weaknefs and folly as 
" that, in that after they (the Spaniards) had ufed himJo ill, 
" they would fuffer him to depart, which was one of the firft 
~~ fpceches he uttered after he came into the Jhip: But did he 

" ~y 



524- NOTES TO THE SEVENTH VOLUME. ~ 

" fay fo? faid the q uee'1 (of France). Yes, madam, I will 
" affure you, quoth IJ from the witnefs of mine own ears. 
" She fmiled and replied, Indeed I heard he was ufed ill. 
" So he wa5, anfwered I, but not in his entertainment; for 
,; that was as (plendid as ~hat country could afford it; but in 
u their frivolous delays, and in the unreafonable conditions 
" which they propou;J.dcd and preffed, upon the advantage 

" they hadofhis princely perfon." (z.) Biihop Burnet, in 
his hiftory ofthe houfe of Hamilton, p. I 54· has preferved a 
letter of the king's to the Scotti!h bi!hops, in which he defires 
them not to be prefent at the parliament, where they would 

he forced to ratify the abolition of their own order: " For," 
adds the kin.g, " we do hereby affure you, that it !hall be 
u ftill one of our chiefeft ftudies how to rectify and eftahli!h 
~' the government of that church aright, and to repair your 
" lo:ITes, which we defire you to be moft confident of." And 
in another place, -" You may reft fecure, that though perhaps 

H we may give way for the prefent to that which will be 

" prejudicial both to the church and our own government: 
" yet we !hall not leave thinking in time how to remedy both." 
But does the king fay, that he will arbitrarily revoke his 
conceffions? Does not cahdor require us rather to fuppofe, 
that he hoped his authority would fo far recover as to enable 
him to 0btain the national confent to re-eftabli!h epifcopacy, 
which he believed fo material a part of religion as well as of 

government? It is not eafy indeed to think how he could 
hope to effe& this purpofe in any other way than his fa­
ther had taken, that is, by confent of parliament. (3.) 
There is a pafiage in lord Clarendon, where it is faiJ, that 

the king affented the more eafily to the bill, which excluded 
the bifhops from the houfe of peers; becaufe he thought, 
that that law, being enacted by force, could not he valid, 
But the king certainly reafoned right in that conclufion. 
Three-fourths of the temporal peers were at that time bani!hed 
by the violence of the populace: Twelve bi!hops were unjuftly 

thrown into the Tower by the commons: Great numbers of 
the commons themfelves were kept away by fear or violen~e : 
~he kinl? himfelf was chafed from London. If all this be not 

force, 
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force, there is no fuch thing. But this fcruple of the king's 
affects only the biihop's bill, and that againft preffing. The 
other coniHtutional laws had pafied without the leaft appear­
ance of violence, as did indeed all the bills paffed during the 
firft year, except Strafford's attainder, which could not be 
recalled. The parliament, therefore, even if they had known 
the king's fentiments in this particular, could not, on that 
account, have had any juft foundation of jealoufy. (4.) The 
king's letter intercepted at Nafeby, has been the fource of 
much clamour. We have fpoken of it already in chap. 
lviii. Nothing is more ufual in all public tran1aCJ:ions than 
fuch diftinctions. After the death of Charles II. of Spain, 
king William's ambaffadors gave the duke of Anjou the title 
of king of Spain : Yet at that very time king William was 
fecretly forming alliances to dethrone him: And foon after he 
refufed him that title, and in:!ifted (as he had reafon) that he 
had not acknowledged. his right. Yet king Wmiam juftly 
paffes for a very :!incere prince; and this tranfaB:ion is not 
regarded as any objection to his charaB:er in that particulc:.r. 
In all the negociations at the peace of R yfwic, the French 
ambaffadors always addreffed king William as king of Eng­
land; yet it was made an exprefs article of the treaty, that 
the French king ihould acknowledge him as fuch. Such a 
palpable difrerence is there between giving a title to a prince, 
and po:fitively recognizing his right to it. I may add, that 
Charles when he inferted that proteftation in the council­
books before his council, furely thought he had reafon to 
juftify his conduB:. There were too many men of honour 
in that company to avow a palpable cheat. To which we 
may fubjoin. that, if men were as much difpofed to judge 
of thii prince's actions with candor as feverity., this precaution' 
of entering a proteft in his council-books might rather pafs 
fQr a proof of fcrupulous honour ; left he ihould afterward~ 
be reproached with breach of his word, when he lhouL:l think 
proper again to declare the affembly at Wefiminfter no par~' 
liament. (5 .) The denying of his commiffion to Glamor-· 
gan is another inftance which has been cited. This matte:. 
has been already treated in a note to chap. lviii. That tranf~ 
aCtiiln was entirely innocent. Even if the king had given 

a corn· 
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a commiffion to Glamorgan to conclude that treaty, and had 
ratified it, will any reafonable man, in our age, think it 
ftrange, that, in order to fave his own life, his crown, his 

family, his friends, and his party, he fhould make a treaty 

with papifts, and grant them very large conceffions for their 
religion. (6.) There is another of the king's intercepted 

letters to the queen commonly mentioned; where, it is pre­
tended, he talked of railing and then deftroying Cromwel: 
But that ftory ftands on no manner of foundation, as we have 

obferved in a preceding note to this chapter. In a word, the 

parliament, after the commencement of their violences, and 
frill more, after beginning the civil war, had reafon for their 
fcruples and jealoufies, founded on the very nature of their 
fituation, and on the general propenfity of the human mind; 
not on any fault of the king's character ; who was candid, 

fincere, upright; as much as any man, whom we meet with 
in hiftory. Perhaps, it would be difficult to find another 

character fo unexceptionable in this particular. 

As to the other circumitances of Charles's charaCl:er, chiefly 
exclaimed againfr, namely his arbitrary principles in govern­

ment, one may vent~re to alfert, that the greateft enemies of 

th1s prince will not find, in the long line of his predecelfors. 

from the conqueft to his time, any one king, except perhaps 
his father, whofe adminiftration was not more arbitrary and 
lefs legal, or whofe conduCt: could have been recommended to 

him, by the popular party themfelves, as a model, in this 
particular, for his government. Nor is it fufficient to fay, 
that example and precedent can never authorize vices: Exam­
ples and precedents, uniform and ancient, can furely fix the 

nature of any conftitution, and the limits of any form of 

government. There is indeed no other principle by which 
thofe land-marks or boundaries can be fettled. 

What a paradox in human affairs, that Henry VIII. fbould 

have been almpft adored in his life-time and his memory be 

refpeCl:ed: While Charles I. fhould, by the fame people, at 
110 greacer diftance than a century, have been led to a pub­
lic and ignominious execution, and his name be ever after pur­

fued by falfehood and by obloquy! Even at prefent, an hif~ 
torian, 
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torian, \\ ho, prompted by his courageous generofity, fhould ven­
ture, though from the moft authentic and undifputed facts, 
to vindicate the fame of that prince, would be fure to ' meet 
with fuch treatment, as would difcourage even the boldeft 

from fo dangerous, however fplendid an enterprize. 

N 0 T E [G], p. 166. 

THE following inftance of extravagance is give!l by 
Walker, in his hiftory of Independency, part II. 

p. 15 z. About this time, there came fix foldiers into the 
parifh church of Walton upon Thames, near twilight; l\1r. 
Faucet, the preacher there, not having till then ended his 
fermon. One of the foldiers had a lanthorn in his hand, and 
a candle burning in it, and in the other hand four candles not 
lighted. He defired the parifhioners to ftay awhile, faying 
he had a meffage from God unto them, and thereupon offered 

to go into the pulpit. But the people refufing to give him 
leave fo to do, or to ftay in the church, he went into the 
church-yard, and there told them, that he had a vifion wherein 
he had received a command from God, to deliver his will 
unto them, which he was to deliver, and they to receive upon 
pain of damnation; confifting of five lights. ( 1.) " Tha 
" the fabbath was abolifhed as unneceffary, Jewifh, and merely 
" ceremonial. And here (quoth he) I fhould put out the firft 
H light, but the wind is fo high I cannot kindle it. ( z.) That 
" tythes are abolifhed as Jewifh and ceremonial, a great bur­
" then to the faints of God, and a difcouragement of indufl:ry 
" and tillage. And here I fhould put out my fecond light, 
" &c. (3·) That minifters are abolifhed as antichriftian, and 
" of no longer ufe, now Chrift himfelf defcends into the hearts 

" of his faints, and his fpirit enlighteneth them \Vith reve­
" lations and infpirations. And here I fhould put ()Ut my 
" third light, &c. (4·) Magiftrates are abolifhed as ufelefs, 
" now that Chrifi: himfelf is in purity amongft us, and hath 
" eretl:ed the kingdom of the faints upon earth. Befides they 
" are tyrants, and oppreffors of the liberty of the faints, and 
" tye them to laws and ordinances, mere human inventions: 

" And 
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H And here I fuould put out my fourth light, &c. (5.) Then. 

putting his hand into his pocket, and pulling out a little 

" bible, he fhewed it open to the people, faying, Here is a. 
' book: you have in great veneration, confifting of two parts,. 

u the old and new teftament : I muit tell you it is abolifhed; 

"' it containcth beggarly rudiments, milk for babes: But now 

H Chrift is in glory amongft us, and imparts a farther meafure 
H of his fpir~t to hi~ faints than this can afford. I am com~ 
cc manded to burn it before your face. Then putting out the 

'" candle he faid; and here my fiftli light is extinguiihed." 

.ft became a pretty common d~Cl:rine at that time, that it waG 

unworthy of a chriilian man to pay rent to his fellow-crea­

tures ; and landlords were obliged to ufe all the penal~ 
ties of law againft their tenants, whofe confcience was 

fcrupulous. 

NOTE [H], p. ~05. 

W II EN the earl of Derby was alive, he had been f'um• 

monecl by I re ton to furrender the ifle of Man ; and hr 

returned this fpiritcd and memorable anfv,rcr. " I receiv'd 

~.'' your letter \Vith indignation, and with fcorn return you this 

.c' anfiver; that I cannot but wonder whence you fhould 

" gather ar.y hopes, that I fhou1d prove like you, treach­

" erous to my fovereign; fince you cannot be ignorant of 

.c my former aEtions in his late majefty's fervice, from 

" which principles of loyalty I am no whit departed. I 

*' fcorn your pro!Fers; I difdain your favour; I abhor your 
H treafon; and am fo far from delivering up this ifland 

'' to your advantage, that I fhall keep it to the utmoft 

~· of my power to your 'deftruCl:ion. Take this for your final 

" anfwer, and forbear any farther felicitations: For if you 

'' trouble me with any more meifages of this nature, I 

" will burn the paper and hang up the bearer. This is 

"i' the immutable refolution, and fhall be the undoubted 

" prattice of him, who accounts it his chiefeft glory to be 

" his mc-:jdl:y's rnoit loyal and obedient fubjeet, 

"DERBY" 
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NOTE [IJ, p. 208. I 

} T had b~en a u(ual policy of the preibyterian ~cclefiaftic 
to fettle a chaplain in the great familie~, who afted as a 

fpy upon his mafter, and gave them intelligence of the rnoft 
private tranfatlions and difcourfes of the family. A fi.gnal 
inftance of prieftly tyranny, and the fubjeftion of the no hili ty! 
They even obliged the fervants to give intelHgence a.gainfi: 
their mafters. Whitlocke, p. soz. The fame author, p. 5 I z. 
tells the following ftory. The fynod meeting at Perth, and 
citing the minillers and people, who had expre1fed a diflike 
of their hea'Vtn!J go'Vtrnment, the men being out of the way, 
their wives refolved to anfwer for them. And on the day of 
appearance, 120 wome11 with good clubs in their hands came 
and befieged the church, where the revere.Qd minifters fat. 
They fent one of their number to treat with the females, and 
he threatening e~communication, they hafted him for his 
labour, kept him prifoner, and fent a party of 6o, who 
routed the r~ft of the clergy, hruifed their bodies forely, took 
all their baggage and 1 z horfes. 016e of the minifi:ers, after 
a mile's running, taking all creatures for his foes, meeting 
with a foldier, fell on. his knees, who knowing nothing ofthe 
matter afked the blackcoat what he meant. The female con­
querors, having laid hold on the fynod clerk, beat him till he 
forfwore his office. Thirteen minifters rallied about four milei 
from the place, and voted that this village fhould never more 
have a fynod in it~ but be accurfed ; and that though in the 
years 1638 and 39, the godly women were cried up for 
ftoning the bifuops, yet now the whole fex fhould be ef. 
teemed wicked. 

NOTE [K), p.264. 
AB 0 UT this time an accident had alrnofi: robbed the 

proteaor of his life, and faved his enemies the trouble 
of all their machinations. Having got fuc fine Friefland 
coach-horfes as a prefent from t.le count of Oldenburgh, he 
undertook for his amufementto drive them about Hyde-park; 
his fecretary, Thurloe, being in the coach. The horfes were 

Vot.. VII. M m ftartle 
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fiartled and ran away : He was unable to command them or 
keep the box. He fell upon the pole, was dragged upon the 

ground for fome ti111e; a piftol, which he carried in his 
pocket, went off; and by that iingular good fortune which 

ever · attended him, he was· taken up without any confider­

;~.ble hurt o;- br?ife. 

NOTE [L], p. 322. 

AFTER Monk's declaration for a free parliament on ~he 
1 Ith of February, he could mean nothing out the king's 

reftoration : Yet it was long before he would open himfelf 
even to the king. This declar<ltion was within eight days 
after his arrival in London. Had he ever intended to have fet 
up for himfelf, he would not furely have fo foon abandoned a 
project fo inviting : He v;ould have take,n fome fteps, which 
would have betrayci.I it. It could only have been fome dif­
appointment, fome frufl:rated attempt, which co~ld have made 
him renounce the road of private ambition. But there is not 
the leaft fymptom of fuch intentions. The .ftory told of Sir 

.Anthony Afhley Cooper, by Mr. Locke, has not any appear­
~mce of truth. See lord Lanfdown's Vindication, and PhiliP-s,s 
Continuation of Baker. I ihall acld tO what thofe authors 
have advanced, that cardinal Maz::trine wiihed for the king's 
reftoration; thqugli he would tlOt have ventured much to have 

procured it. 

~ 0 T E [M], p. 425. 

T HE articles were, that he had advifed the king tq . 
. govern by military power without parliaments, that he 

had affirmed the king to be a papift or popiihly afFected, that 
he had received great fums of money for procuring the Canary 
patent and other }llegal patents, that he had advifed and 
procured divers of his majefty's fubje~s to be imprifaned. 
againft law? in remote iflands and garrifons, thereby to 

P,revent their having the benefit of the law, that he had pro­

cured the cuftpms to be farmed at under rates, that he had 
received great fums from the Vintners' comp:my, for allowing 

~hem t~ ~nhance the price of wines, that he had in a ihortf 
. ~ ~ 



time gained a greater efl:ate than could have been fuppofed to 
;arife from the profits of his offices, that he liad introduced an 
arbitrary government into his . J;!lajefl:y's plant ti ns, that he 
had rejected a propofal for the prefervation of Nevis and St 
Chrifl:opher's, which was the occafion of great.lolfes in thofe 
parts, that when he was in his majefi:y,'s fervice beyond fea he 
held a correfpondence with Cromwel and his accomplices, that 
he advifed the fale of Dunkirk, that he had unduly.al!ered letters ' 
patent under the king's feal, that he had unduly decided caufes 
in council, which fhould h:ave been brouglit oefore. chancery, 
that he had iffued quo warrantos againft corporations with an 
intention of fqueezing money from them, that he had taken 
money for palling the bill of fettlcmcnt in Ireland, that he 
betrayed the nat~on in all foreign treaties, and that he was 
~he f~incipal adv~fer of dividing the fleet in June 1666. 

N 0 T E [N ], p. 455· 

1~ HE abfl:raB: of the report of the Brook-houfe committee 
(fo that committee was called) was firft publi!hed by 

lYrr. Ralph, vol. i. p. 177· from lord Hallifax's collections, 
to which I refer. If we perufe their a.P.ology, which we find 
in the fubfequent page of tHe fame author, we, ilial1 'ind, that 
they acted with fome malignity towards the king. They would 
take notice pf no fervices performed before the Ifi of Septem­
ber 1664~ ~qt all the king's preparations preceded that 
date, and as chancellQr Clarendon told the parliament, 
amo~nted to eight hundred thoufand pounds; and the com-:­
putati~n is very probable. This fum, therefore, mufi: be 
added. The committee likcwife charged {even hundred 
thoufand pounds to the king on account of the winter and 
fummer guards, faved during two years ~nd teq months that 
the war lafi:ed. But this feems iniquitous. For though that 
~as an ufual burthen on the revenue, which was then faved; 
would not the diminution of the cuftoms during the war be an 
equivalent to it? Befides, near three hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds are charged for prize-money, which perhaps 
the king- thought he ought not to account for. Thefe fums 
~xcced the million and a half. 

:NOTE 
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NOTE [0], p. 463. 

G OURVIL~E has fald in his memoirs, vol. ii. p. q., 67. 
t~a~ Charles was never fincere in the triple alliance ; 

and that, having en~er~ained a violent animofity againft de 
Wit, he endeavoured, by this artifice, to detach him from the 
fren<:h alliance with a view of afterwards finding an oppor­
tunity to fatiate his vengeance upon him. This account, 
though nry little honourable to the king's memory, feems 
probable from the events, as well as from the authority of the 

· author. 

!ND SF THI SEVENTH VOLUM! .. 
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